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INTRODUCTION.

N September 1821, the Governor General
of India, the Marquis of Hastings, deputed
Doctor John Crawfurd of the Medical Service
on a mission to the Courts of Siam and
Cochin China with a view of esiablishing
commercial relations.

Doctor Crawfurd wrote an account of this
mission under the litle of:

Journal of an Embassy

from the

Governor General of India
to the

Courts of Siam and Cochin China
exhibiting a view
of the

Actual State of those Kingdoms
by
JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq.; FRS. FLS, FGS. elc.
late Envoy.

LONDON
HENEY COLBURN.—Nrw Bunuxerox Stnrer,

1828.
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The reception the Envoy found in Siam
was all he could desire under the circumstan-
ces then prevailing. An official intercourse
with foreign Powers was perhaps not exactly
desired by the Siamese Government A
mission, it is true, had been sent a few years
previously from Macao, and the Porluguese
Consulate had been established in Bangkok.
From the Dutch East Indies a mission had
likewise been sent, whilst the United States
had sent their merchant ships with a view of
establishing trade, and just before Crawfurd
arrived, the newly established Singapore Set-
tlement had sent John Morgan, a merchant,
* on an unofficial mission which, however, led

to no result.

The book which Crawfurd wrote about his
mission gives a very full account of Siam, as
it was known to him, at the end of the Reign
of Phra Buddha Lotla. It cannot, however, be
denied that there are many obvious omissions
and reticences in his book, and, as he implies
in many places himself, his mission was to a
certain extent a failure as he did nol succeed
in attaining the objects for which the mission
was senl.

One of the chief objects of his mission
was to induce the Government to reduce the
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measurement duty on ships. But in this, he
could not succeed as the Government consi-
dered a reduction of the duly very inopporiune.
During the time the discussions were carried
on, Crawfurd went aboul surveying the country
without having previously received permission
to do so, and the language said to have been
used by him on these occasions and the
threats which he was said to have ultered
were reported to Government, which was of
opinion that Crawfurd had exceeded in every
respect the instructions given to him.

No formal treaty was thus made. The
relations, however, greally improved after
Crawlurd had occupied the position of Gover-
nor of Singapore, and a lively correspondence
took place between him and the Minister of
Foreign Affairs in Bangkok.

The National Library was allowed (o take
a copy of all papers in the archives of the
India Office having reference to Crawfurd's
Mission, and for that great courtesy the Library
desires to express ils warm thanks,

These papers are now published for the
first time, and they explain the causes ol
the various misunderstandings which arose
between the Gm-crnpem and the Envoy.
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To these Papers are added the Papers
with reference o the Storm Episode. The
episode itself, though of no political conse-
quence, is certainly not void of interest as it
throws light on the customs and manners
prevailing at that time.

The thanks of the Library are also due
lo Miss Anstey, Record Department, India
Office, for supervising the copying of the
Papers.

Vajiranana National Library,

April, 1915.
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Benonl Letters
Beceived, vol.
55,

Political Department.

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for
Affairs of the Honorable the United Com-
pany of Merchants of England trading to
the East Indies.

Honorable Sirs,

We avail ourselves of the earliest oppor-
tunity to report to your Honorable Court, our
adoption of an experimental measure, which in
the present depressed state of commeree hoth
in England and this country appeared to us to
be well deserving the trial, and likely in its
result to be productive of great national benefit
by opening a new and extensive field for
British traffic. We allude to a mission to the
Kingdoms of Siam and Cochin-China for the
purpose of cultivating a friendly connection
and negociating and establishing an improved
commereial intercourse with those conntries—
a measure which we trust will be honoured
with the sanction and approbation of vour
Honorable Court as worthy the greatness and
liberality of the Honorable Company and as
affording to the nation at large the strongest
proof of vour cordial disposition to cooperate
with alacrity and zeal in forwarding the sue-
cess of any enterprize in this quarter of the
globe which may afford a well gronnded hope
of relieving the general distress of the manu-
facturing community at home. The ohject in
truth is the promotion of the welfare and in-
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terests of the British Empire at large as well
as to extend the commercial relations of vour
Indian Possessions.

2. Your Honorable Court is fully aware
that even in the earlier and ruder period of the
l'l.'.l]'ll.ll]i.'l'l’lil] itltl‘t‘t.‘uil!'ﬁ{' llf Ell]'leH’,‘ﬂll Illl.l'illll."i-
with India, the trade of Siam and Cochin-China
formed an important and valuable branch of it.
It conld not therefore he matter of doubt that
in the improved state of modern navigation
and the superior intellizence and active spirit
of adventure which characterize the British
Merchants of the present day, every facility
and encouragement which could be afforded to
the revival of a trade with those countries,
would be eagerly contributed.  As those king-
doms contain a population of at least 30 mil-
lions and possess a soil equal in fertility to
that of any portion of the globe, the establish-
ment of commercial relations with them would
open a vast field for the improved energies
alluded to, and would be attended with in-
comparably more extensive henefit than in
former times. Those benefits will he largely
partaken by the possessions of the Honorable
Company with which a commercial intercourse
of considerable and encreasing value and im-
portance cannot fail to result from an opening
of the general trade with the countries
in question.  The Honorable Company has
therefore a direct interest in the success of the
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measures in our contemplation, withont which
however solicitons we might be for the im-
provement of the commercial  resources of* the
Empire at large, we should not have felt our-
selves altogether justified in undertaking the
mission at the sole expense of the Honorable
Company, without the previous authority of
your Honorable Court,

3. From the most respectable sources of
information we are warranted in stating, that
Siam, besides minor commodities, may be ex-
pected to afford in such an intercourse, valu-
able returns of sugar and pepper for Europe
and Western Asia, salt for the Indian Islands
and teak at a cheap rate, as well as in ab-
undanee, for the supply of the British Settle-
ments ; while Cochin-China will furnish as
staple articles of exportation, raw silk for
Europe, and pepper and sugar for both the
European and Indian markets, It is known
also, that Cochin-China produced to the earlier
European traders the largest supply of raw
silk of any country in Asia, and should it prove
equally abundant in that article at present, the
British manufacturer, under any favorable al-
teration in the impost on raw material, such
as we believe is now contemplated by the
Legislature, would be enabled succesfully to
contend with the continental trade, and our
silk manufactures would be placed in point of
extent and prosperity on a scale with our cotton.
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4. With respect to the export of British
manufactures to Siam and Cochin-China, if we
may judge from the success with which they
have recently been introduced into Hindoostan,
the Indian Islands, and even China, there is
every probability that the demand will be con-
siderable. The inhabitants of those regions of
Asia are not understood to be, themselves, a
manufacturing people in the most limited ac-
ceptation of the term, and they have in all
times gladly received the imperfect and high
priced fabrics of Hindostan and China.

5. If we suceeed in removing the ground-
less fears and jealousies hitherto believed to
be entertained by the Siamese and Cochin
Chinese Governments with regard to an inter-
course with Europeans, and in establishing a
general freedom of trathie, an extensive demand
may be expected for woollens, cotton goods,
raw and wrought iron, Bengal opium  and
various other articles of minor note. The
trade with Siam is chiefly conducted at present
by the Chinese settled in that country, who
bring its produce to the Furopean ports in the
Straits of Malacea, and receive European and
Indian goods in return ; while Chinese junks
and a few colonial Portuguese ships from
Macao conduct the traffic between the ter-
ritories of the King of Cochin-China and
China ; but by laying the trade with those
countries directly open to the activity of Eure-
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pean enterprize, an extension of commerce
would follow which it would be vain to
expect from the feeble, unskilful and in-
direct efforts of native speculation. Under
all the imperfections of the existing system
of intercourse with Siam, a trade of no
inconsiderable amount is carried on be-
tween that country and the settlement of
Prince of Wales's Island and your Honorable
Court will have perceived in the correspon-
dence of the Government of that Presidency
an anxious solicitude and an apparently well
grounded hope for an extension of that com-
merce throngh the means of more intimate
relations between the two Governments.

6. We do not anticipate anv obstacles
of a serious nature to the opening a general
trade with Siam. American and DBritish coun-
try ships have within the last five years visited
it, in considerable numbers, The principal oh-
jeet which, we conceive, the deputation of a
friendly mission from this Government might
effect, was to place the intercourse on a defined
and permanent footing, so as to expose the
British traders to the least possible vexation
and to hold out to the Sovercign of the
conntry the prospect of obtaining such an in-
crease of Revenue as would make it his in-
terest to afford his protection to the foreign
merchant. . This. it appeared to ns, wounld be best
effected by establishing some sunmary mode of
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levying the import duty as is practised by the
Chinese, by which the impost becomes com-
paratively light, while the inquisition of the
native officer into the particulars of the cargoes
imported and all the chicanery to which it is
liable are entirely avoided,

- - L] Ll
[Paras. 7 to 9 refer to Cochin-China. ]

10. It appearad to us, after a mature con-
sideration of the subject, that a Mission from
the Governor General, as the supreme British
authority in India, to the Kings of Siam
and Cochin-China, would, if conducted with
moderation, afford a fair promise of success
in realizing the important objects which we
had in view as above detailed. We were
decidedly of opinion, that the most prudent
and politic course would be to confine the
object of the proposed mission to the revival
merely of a commercial intercourse on an im-
proved basis by more accurately defining the
principles on which the trade should bhe con-
dueted, and by avoiding all negociation for any
territorial cession. Any attempt to establish
a factory on a permanent footing in the coun-
try, we were satisfied would only tend to rouse
the jealousy of those States, and thus to defeat
the very object we were anxious to obtain,

11. In the selection of the Agent to
whom we determined to confide the charge of



this Mission, we confidently an.cipate the ap-
probation of your Honorable Court. The for-
mer employment of Dr. Crawfurd, of your
Bengal Medical Establishment, in a diplomatic
capacity in Java, his intimate acquaintance
with (he manners, customs and commerce of
the various nations of the Eastern Archipelago,
and the high reputation for ability, judgment
and discretion, which he had so deservedly
acquired, pointed him out to usygs a person
eminently qualified for the successful conduct
of this delicate and important duty. We un-
derstood indeed, that he had directed his parti-
cular attention to the trade with Siam and
Cochin-China, and he was thus prepared for the
task by the full and accurate knowledge he had
previously acquired with regard to every thing
connected with the former and present political
and commercial history of those countries,

12, We will not trespass on the time of
vour Honorable Court with a detail of the
instructions we have furnished Mr. Crawfurd
for his guidance, founded on the principles
to which we have already adverted in a preced-
ing paragraph. We conceive it will be more
satisfactory to your Honorable Court, to peruse
the letter of instructions itself, which comprizes
every object to which we deemed it of import-
ance to direct Mr. Crawfurd's attention, includ-
ing the eventual negotiation of some points
that had recently occupied the deliberations of
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the Covernment of Penang, and been the sith-
ject of correspondence between that Govern-
ment and ourselves.

13. It will be necessary however briefly
to advect to the scale on which we have
deemed it proper to equip the Mission, and we
mdulge a confident persuasion that your Hon-
orable Court will be satisfied, that while we
kave paid every proper regard for the charac-
ter of the Government which our  Agent is
deputed to represent, we have duly attended to
the necessity of exhibiting an imposing ap-
pearance among a people who attach so much
importance to external pomp and show, the
utmost practicable eare has been observed to
confire the expense of the Mission within the
most moderate limits, compatible with the
suceessiul execution of the objects in view,
On a comparison indeed with the outfit of
former missions to the Eastward, such as those
to. Ava for example, it will appear that the
scale of allowances and establishments has
been considerably reduced, while in point of
efficiency the present Mission cannnot be con-
sidercd in auy respect inferior.

L

14. Besides the Agent, we have ap-
pointed an assistant who is a practised and
skilful surveyor, und to whom we have given
provisional authority to perform the functions
of Envoy in the event of the possible indispo-
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sition or demise of Mr. Crawfurd, and in the
nomination of a medical officer, we have se-
lected a gentleman, who by previous habits and
study is well qualified to perform the duties
of a naturalist.

15. With respect to the latter duty we
conceived that such a favorable opportunity of
prosecuting scientific research in countries so
deeply interesting and so imperfeetly known,
onght not to be lost, and we did not hesitate
to make the appointment in the confident hope,
that your Honorable Court would not disap-
prove of our seizing an oceasion to extend the
hounds of science and natural history which
must redound to the honor and reputation of
your Indian Government.

16. The operations of a Surveyvor, we
were aware, conld not be conducted with the
same freedom and satisfaction as those of the
naturalist : but it is to be hoped that in the
progress of the Mission some favorable op-
portunities will offer, and it would have been
matter of regret if no scientific gentleman had
been present to avail himself of them. We
rely with confidence on the discretion of the
Envoy for avoiding any oceasion of offence or
jealousy to the Sovereign or people of the
countries to which he is to proceed, which
might be created by an incautious attempt to
undertake survey operations.
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17. We have fixed a personal allowance
of 1,500 rupees for Doctor Crawfurd, and have
assigned a civil allowance of 600 rupees for
Captain Dangerfield, the assistant and surveyor,
and 680 rupees for . Finlayson, being the
scale of allowance usually granted to an  Assis-
tant survevor attached to a Residency. The
former gentleman is an officer on the Military
Establishment of the Presidency of Bombay,
and the latter belongs to His Majesty's Sth
Regiment of Dragoons, With regard to both
of these gentlemen we have deemed it equit-
able to permit them to hold their civil allow-
ances without being subjected to any retrench-
ment from their military pav and allowanees.

18. We have also attached an escort of
thirty Mussulmaun Sepovs under the command
of an Ensign, and we have authorized Mr.
Crawfuri to entertain a moderate establishment
of writers and interpreters which it is cal-
culated will not exeeed & monthly expense of
350 rupees. We have also permitted My
Finlayson to employ a young lad from the
General Hospital at a small salary of 40 rupees
per mensem to assist him in dissections and
other operations connected with his pursuits
as naturalist, and to entertain a carpenter and
a few labourers for the same purposes.

19. A suitable vessel, completely equipp-
ed in every respect, has been taken up for the

N
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accommodation of the Mission at a monthly
expense of 4,000 Rupees, and we have autho-
rized Doctor Crawfurd to draw a consolidated
monthly allowance of 2,000 Rupees per men-
sem on aceount of State servants and equipage,
table expenses and every other charge attend-
ing the Mission, an arrangement which we
consider as much more eligible and involving
much less actual cost to Government than the
plan of allowing the Envoy to charge his ex-
penses, as practised on former occasions.

20. We have furnished Mr. Crawfurd
with letters to the Kings of Siam and Cochin-
China and authorized the preparation of suit-
able presents, exclusive of fire arms, to an
extent of about 19,000 Rupees. With respect
to the fire arms, we understood that a present
of muskets would be peculiarly acceptable to
the Kings of Siam and Cochin-China, and we
accordingly directed 850 stand of arms to be
furnished from the arsenal for that purpose.

21, We have also sanctioned the pur-
chase of a transit instrument and a chrono-
meter for the use of the surveyor while em-
ployed on the Mission, and of a microscope
and a few trifling articles for the use of the
naturalist.

99, For the more ready reference of
your Honorable Court, we have the honor to
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transmit as numbers in the Packet, the principal
documents connected with the Mission, com-
prizing copies of our instructions to the Agent,
the letters to the Kings of Siam and Cochin-
China, the credentials to Mr. Crawfurd and
Captain Dangerfield, our letters to the Govern-
ment of Prince of Wales's Island and the
Resident of Singapore, and a list of the articles
purchased for presents. |

23. The Mission left the river on the
21st instant, and proceeds in the first instance
to Penang.

We have the honor to remain, with ‘the
greatest respect,
Honorable Sirs,
Your most faithful,
Humble Servants,
Hastings
J. Apam

Joax Fexpavr.
Fort William

2531 November 1821,

P.S.—Since the above letter was written.
we have received a dispatch from the Resident
at Singapore, a copy of which we have the
honor to enclose, as exhibiting a favorable
disposition on the part of the King of Siam

to encourage an intercourse with our Govern-

ment.
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To The Honorable the Court of Directors for
Affairs of the Honorable the United Com-
pany of Merchants of England Trading to
the East Indies,

Honorable Sirs,

We deem it our duty to transmit to your
Honorable Court copies of a correspondence
with the Government of Prince of Wales
Island relative to the invasion of the kingdom
of Kedah hy a Siamese force under the Rajal
of Ligore, and to the measures adopted by the
Honorable the Governor in Council of that
Islind in consequence of the Siamese having
made an incursion into the British territory
on the Coast, and even threatening Penang
itself.

2. In our instructions to the Agent de-
puted on a Mission to Siam which formed an
enclosure in our address to your Honorable

*See preceding latter Court of the 23rd November last,® your Hon-

Srowe ol 56,

orable Court will have observed that we had
directed the attention of Mr. Crawfurd to the
correspondence which passed between  this
Government and that of Prince of Wales's
Island, relative to the disputes that existed be-
tween Siam and its tributary States, and which,
in the instance of Kedah, have now led to the .
invasion and subjugation of that countey by
the Siamese arms.
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3. The deputation of a British Mission to
Siam at the present time may be considered
as extremely opportune, and we are indeed
inclined to believe that its actual arrival at
Prince of Wales's Island in prosecution of
its voyage to that capital, at the ecritical
period of the Rajah of Ligore's attack on
Kedah, will have a very powerful influence on
the proceedings of that Chief in the country in
(uestion.

4. From the documents transmitted by
the Government of Penang in their dispatch of

®8er Straits Settlethe 31st December last,® Your Honorable Court

menls, ol K.

will observe that Mr. Crawfurd has been
furnished with all the information necessary to
enable him to avail himself of anv favorable
opportunity of effecting the restoration of
the Rajah of Kedah, an object to which, with
advertence to the various inconveniences to be
apprehended from our being brought into im-
mediate contact with a Siamese authority in
Kedah, the government of Prince of Wales's
Island attach the greatest importance,

5. We trust the tenor of our instructions
to the Government of Prince of Wales's Island,
founded on our conviction of the soundness
of the views taken by that Government of the
expediency of maintaining, if practicable, the
interposition of a friendly Malay state hetween
us and the haughty and barbarous Government
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of Siam, will be approved by your Honorable
Court. In the present friendly disposition of
the King of Siam, which cannot fail to be
improved and confirmed by the Mission now
proceeding to the Court with valuahle presents,
and more especially the seasonable supply of
fire arms, we anticipate no difficulties in the
conclusion of a satisfactory adjustment of
the differences between His Majesty and the
Rajah of Kedah through our mediation, without
the hazard of our being involved in any embar-
rassing participation in the interests and con-
cerns of the latter State. The utmost extent
to which we can be pledged for the State of
Kedah, is the punctual transmission by that
Chief of the customary tokens of vassalage, or
a small pecuniary tribute in commutation of
them, and we possess the means of securing
the fulfilment of such an engagement by hold-
ing in our hands the annual quit-rent paid to
Kedah on account of Penang.

6. With regard to the various important
topies connected with the extension of our
political relations to the Eastward, to which
the Honorable the Governor of Prince of
Wales's Island has adverted in his Minute
accompanying the dispatch of the 31st ultimo,
we propose to state in rveply that the general
question of our policy to the Eastward having
been fully submitted in a letter from the
GGovernment of Penang to your Honorable
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* Gpied from — Court, under date the 17th Oetober 1818,* all

Struits Settlements

vol, 158,

uegotiations with the Native Chiefs in that
quarter for cessions of territory or the forma-
tion of new Establishments on the Malay Coast,
such as those enumerated by Mr. Phillips,
would in our opinion be expediently suspended,
until the receipt of your Honorable Court's
orde.s in reply to the dispateh above men-
tioned.

7. Before we conclude this dispatch, we
beg leave to solicit the attention of your
Honorable Court to the satisfactory informa-
tion stated in the 29th and 30th paragraphs
of Mr. Phillips's Minute, relative to the friend-
ly disposition of the Court of Siam as mani-
fested towards the private Agent deputed to
that Capital in the beginning of last year,
when it appeared he met with a very cordial
reception at Bangkok, and that the Ministers
there seemed anxious to cultivate a more
intimate intercourse with the British Govern-
ment.  Your Honorable Court will observe
that the commerce of that place is said to be
on a very extensive scale; that the American
trade is increasing rapidly, and that the Go-
vernment of the United States had lately
opened a communication with Siam and con-
templated fixing a Consul there in the course
of the present year. By the statements an-
nexed to Mr. Phillips's Minute, of the trade
that is conducted between Siam and Prince of
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Walés's Island, your Honorable Court will
also observe that the imports and exports
amounted for the last official year to 4 Lacks
of Rupees, and that on the articles of British
woollen, cotton and cutlery, the exports might
be beneficially extended, while the importation
perhaps of grain, as well as sugars, golddust
and the various useful and dyeing woods
fit for the Europe market, might be much
encreased.

8. Having within these few days received
a report from Mr. Crawfurd of his arrival at
Prince of Wales's Island, and of the satis-
factory communication which had been made
to him by the Rajah of Ligore, we have the
lonor to transmit a copy of it for the informa-
tion of your Honorable Court.

We have, &e.
Hasmixes,
Jas. BSTUART,

.]-.-us FexpALL.
Fort William
2ith January 1822,

[ Endorsed ]
26 January 1822
Fort William
Poll. “I_-];t.
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Letter from His Excellency the Goy-
ernor General in Council dated the
26th January 1822,

(8 enclosures)
No. 1
Read in Court
24 July 1822.

Reed.
Per Fairlie
23d July 1822,
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FORT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823.

To G. Swixtox Esqre.

Seeretary to the Government.
Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of the 31st of January ®
directing enquiry to be made respecting certain
Swedish Iron shipped on board the John Adam
at Caleutta, for which the owners claimed a
drawback from the Government. I have the
honor to state for the information of the Most
Noble the Governor General that every cir-
cnmstance connected with the iron in question,
from its shipment at Calcutta until its being
landed at Singapore, were utterly unknown to
me. Having made application to the Com-
mander of the Ship for such explanation as it
was in his power to give I now beg leave to
submit his answer, with the letter which I
addressed to him.

I have &e.

(8d.) J. Crawrurp,
Agent to the Governor
General.

Bang Kok
as5th June 1822.
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FORT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823,

To Captain MacDoxxeLL
Commanding the Honorable Company's
Hired Ship John Adam.

Sir,

I have been requested by the Agent to
the Governor General to transmit to you copy
of a letter from the Secretary to the Govern-
ment respecting a certain quantity of Swedish
iron, shipped on board the John Adam as
ballast, and request you will supply such in-
formation respecting the iron in question as
you may be in possession of.

The Agent to the Governor General re-
quests me to call your particular attention to
the 18th paragraph of the Charter Party, and
to the letters addressed to you on the 2th,
20th and 30th* April.

I have &ca.
(8d). T. DaxcerrreLy,
Captain—Assistant.

Bang Kok
28th June 1822,
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FORT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823

To Captn. DaNGERFIELD
&ea. &ea. &ea.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of this day’s date with its
enclosure, in reply to which I beg leave to
state that the iron alluded to was shipped on
board as ballast as kentledge could not be pro-
cured at Calentta. From the information that
I received at Singapore relative to the shallow-
ness of the bar at Siam, I was induced to land
the iron at that port, and supply its place with
stone ballast, judging that I should be obliged
to lighten the ship considerably before I could
succeed in crossing the bar, which has been the
case, and stones were much better than bars
of iron for the purpose, being cheaper and
more easily thrown overboard.

I have &ca.
I:"\d} Tuos, McDoxseLL.

Ship John Adam
Bangkok 28th June 1822,
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Factory Becords,  FORT CORNWALLIS the 28 Nov,, 1822,
Srmmite Bertlamints, =¥l <
vol. §7, p. 200, =

Apent to the
Guovernor Cefernl

ar Siam

AGENT to the

GoverNor (GENERAL at S1AM.

To W. A. CrusLey Esquire.

Secretary to the Government.

Sir,

I have the honor herewith to transmit for
the information of the Honorable the Governor
and Council copy of a dispatch which I have
addressed to His Excellency the Most Noble the
(Governor General on the subject of my instrue-
tions, which more particularly regards the
interest of Prince of Wales Island. On my
arrival at Penang I shall have the honor of
laying before the Honble. the Governor and
Couneil every description of information con-
nected with the other objects of my Mission.

I have &c.

(Signed) J. Crawrurp
A G, G.
Bang Kok
July 1822,
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 28 Nov., 1822,

(Copy )

To Groncr Swintos Esquire

Secretary to the Government.
Sir,

The negociations with the Court of Siam
having terminated, I proceed to lay before the
Most Noble the Governor General in Council,
a detail of my proceedings as far as the
iminediate relations of the (Government of
Prince of Wales Island, with the Kingdom of
Siam and with its tributary states are con-
cerned, this being the matter arising out of my
instructions, which most urgently calls for an

early communication.

It is necessary that 1 should begin by
premising that the British Mission to Siam has
had to negociate with a people of great singu-
larity of character whose principles of action
will not easily be appreciated from what the
British power in India has experienced in the
history of its connexion with other Asiatic
Nations. The character of the Government
of Simmn was discovered in the very earliest
periods of our intercourse with it to he un-
usually sordid, insincere and rapacious, and
our more mature experience shewed ns that
one of the finest and most favored Countries



24

of the world was oppressed by one of the most
mischievous forms of Government, To a
character of venality and corruption, we found
superadded a remarkable degree of national
vanity yet with an extraordinary jealousy and
distrust of all strangers, and especially of
Europeans. We saw indeed that an inter-
course with the latter was courted, but merely
as affording an object of extortion to those in
power, for whether with regard to foreigners or
to the people, a more reckless undisguised
disregard for equity and the public interests
cannot well be conceived.

With a Government thus at once vain,
jealous, insincere and corrupt it was no easy
matter with a due regard to the national honor
to conduct a negociation at all, and to bring
it to precise and satisfactory results, as might
have been looked for with a people of a less
harbarous and more manly character, was
found in the sequel impracticable,

I had my first conference with the officers
of the Siamese Court on the subject of the
Quedah question on the 21st of May, having
delayed introducing it until this late period in
obedience to my instructions, which directed
that this subject might not be mixed with that,
which was the primary ohject of the Mission.
The principal Siamese negociator was the Prah
Klang, or minister who is at once charged
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with the affairs of strangers and with com-
mercial affairs which are supposed to have
an immediate relation to each other. This
chief whose name is Suriwung Kosa, is & man
of considerable parts, but of very little sin-
cerity, and extremely rapacious, other persons
of inferior rank were joined with him. The
Siamese negociators communicated with me at
this conference on the subject of the invasion
of Queda, and the flight of the King to Prince
of Wales Island, with a good deal more frank-
ness than I had reason to expect. 1 opened
the subject by admitting at once the depen-
dence of Queda on Siam stating that this
point had been fully enquired into by the
Most Noble the Governor General of India,
and been conceded without hesitation. With
respect to the Rajah of Quedsh personally,
liowever, 1 observed that he was an old friend
#f the English Nation, and that compassion for
his misfortunes had induced us to afford him
an asylum. We had not, I continued, enquired
into the merits or demerits of his conduet but
according to our custom had afforded protection
to an unfortunate Prince, and a friend who had
come amongst us. I added that the King of
(QQueda or any other Prince in the same situa-
was at all times at perfect liberty to go where
he pleased but we considered it a point of
honor not to surrenler him under any circum-
stances whatever, The sentiments expressed
with considerable warmth, and directly through
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my own interpreters, seemed to give no um-
brage. On the contrary, the Prah Klang ob-
served, although 1 believe with little sincerity,
that the principle adopted by the British Gov-
ernment was a liberal and generous one, and
could not but be approved of.

The Siamese negociators now stated that
all [that] was known at the Court on the subject
of the invasion of Queda was, that a quarrel
took place between the Governor of Ligor and
the King of Queda, and that the latter, aban-
doning his Kingdom, had fled for refuge to
Penang, a foreign Country. One side of the
question, they said only had heen heard, and
not much of that. The Governor of Ligor had
sent three or four letters to the Court, charging
the King of Queda with being refractory and
disobedient, but the latter had not said one word
in his own justification. The affair, they said,
was still in a state of abeyance, and the Minis-
ters had not as yet even laid it in a formal
manner before the King. 1 begwed to know
what the offences were with which the Rajah of
Queda was charged by the Governor of Ligor.
The negociators replied that the latter was
directed to invade the Burman territories, had
prepared an Army for that purpose, and having
mude the eustomary demands upon the King
[of] Queda for provisions and other supplies,
the latter, in defisnce of his allegiance, had re-
fused to furnish them. Upon this act of dis-
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obedience the Governor of Ligor marched down
to Queda to enforce his demand. At this place
a quarrel ensued between the Siamese and Ma-
lays, some blood was shed, and the Rajah of
(Queda suddenly took to flight and concealed
himself in Penang., After hearing this state-
ment [ informed the negociators that the
whale of the correspondence and papers as
E:I.l' as our {:Uvﬂr]““ﬂ“; wWias {‘.lfll'li‘_'l.'r'll{"‘l'i were i]l-
my possession, and that I was therefore able to
afford them a satisfactory eclucidation of se-
veral of the points to which they had now
allnded. 1 noticed that Queds was a poor
and inconsiderable country, and could not bear
the frequent exactions of the Governor of
Ligor, who was in the practice of making
many demands, which counld not he authorized
by his sovereign, the King of Siam, and that
by these means, he constantly harassed the
people and Prince of Queda, who had no
means of redress. | added that the Rajah of
(Queds, though dutifully obedient to his liege
the King of Siam, could not but consider the
Governor of Ligor as his personal enemy.
The Prah-Klang observed that both the Prince
Kromchiat (the King's eldest son and head
of the foreign and Commercial departments)
and he himself were particularly well-disposed
to favor the cause of the King of Queda,
and that if he would repair ‘to the capital,
and submit his cause to the justice of the
Siamese Court, he should have no reasom
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to complain. The negociators now pointedly
complained that the King of Queda had made
Penang the place of his retreat, instead of
coming directly to the capital and making his
complaint to the King in person. 1 answered
that this resource was totally ont of his power,
for that his own life was in immediate danger
and in a moment of emergency be had there-
fore sought safety where he eould most easily
find it. The negociators observed, that the King
of Queda had run away without telling why he
had done so, or affording any explanation what-
ever of his conduct. [ replied that there was no
time for explanation or remonstrance, for that
the Raja of Ligor had commenced by killing
two of his principal officers and by patting
others in chains, and as to the Rajah himself
he had threatened his life, proceeded to depose
him of his hereditary title and the dignity
conferred upon him by the Court of Sinm,
without waiting for the sanction of his Sovar-
eign. The negociators requested to know what
I meant by the Governor of Ligor's having
threatened the life of the King of Queda. I
mformed them that the Governor of Ligor in
one of his letters to the Governor of Prince of
Wales Island had demanded the person of the
King of Queda, dead or alive, and used in that
document threatening and unbecoming lang-
unge. 1 observed that the British Govern-
ment had, with much forbearance, passed this
over, but dwelt much upon the injury which
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might be done to the friendship between the
two Nations if a subordinate officer of the
Siamese Government were permitted upon his
own authority to pursue a conduct so intem-
perate as that of which I complained.

I now stated that as our territory and
settlement of Prince of Wales Island were in
the immediate vicinity of the Queda State, we
could not be indifferent to what was passing
there, for when that principality was in a state
of anarchy and confusion as on the present
oceasion, in consequence of the Siamese inva-
sion, our territories necessarily suffered severe-
ly from an interrnption of industry and regular
communication which deprived us of the habi-
tual supplies for which we depended upon the
territory of Queda. [ said therefore, that upon
this account, as well as the King's being an
old friend, we should be happy to see him re-
stored, considering this as the surest means of
giving tranquillity to the Country. I here sug-
gested, that in the event of the Malay Prince
being restored, the faivest means of preventing
all future altercation between the Chief of
Ligor and the Malay Prince, would he that
the Siamese Government should afford the
latter an exact specification of its annual de-
mands upon the state of Queda, and that the
British Government, if any doubt were enter-
tained of the punctuality of the Malay Prince,
should engnge to make good the stipnlated
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contingent to a day. As a practical proof of
the sincerity of this proposal, I made an offer
of paying down immediately upon my own
authority, any arrears that might be due by
the Rajah of Quedah, if it were thought pro-
per to restore him to his throne without fur-
ther investigation. No reply whatever was
made to this important proposition. Consider-
ing indeed the pride of the Siamese Court, and
the prosperous condition of its affairs at present,
l have great doubts whether any proposals of
ours however moderate or equitable which may
appear to encroach upon its rights of sover-
eignty, or to fetter the exercise of a despotic and
unlimited power over its tributary states will
be listened to, under any circumstances,

In answer to that part of the Siamese
negociators’ charge, that the King of Queda
had offered no defence, I told them that I
was in possession of a letter from that Prince
to one of the Siamese Ministers begging the
mterposition of His Majesty the King of Siam
in his behalf, and asking forgiveness for any
offence which through inadvertency he may
have committed. This letter, after some he-
sitation they agreed to receive, and it was .
transmitted after my return from the con-
ference.

On the 25 May the conferences respecting
the Queda affair were renewed. The Minister
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Suri-wung Kosa began by informing me, that
in consequence of what I had stated at our
last interview, the Rajah of Ligor had been
ordered to Court to render an account of
his proceedings in the affair of Queda. He
added however that he had but yesterday ve-
ceived a letter from that chief in which [it]
was stated that the country of Queda was
everywhere in a state of tranquillity, and that
an amicable intercourse subsisted between him”
self and the Government of Penang. He
offered to send me a Copy of this document
if T wished for it, and did so a few days there-
after. A translation of it is appended to this
dispatch.®* The minister remarked that the
Rajah of Ligor and the Rajah [of ] Queda were
hoth equally Slaves to the King of Siam, and
that if a dispute arose between them, they were
bound to repair to the eapital, and there have -
their respective pretensions examined. He add-
ed the following expression, “the King of Queda

44s not a Child, he knows the customs of

& the Country, and if he wishes to be restored to
“his Kingdom he will repair to the presence.”
To this 1 replied, that if the King of Queda
thonghit proper to come to the Court the British
Government would not only not interrupt him,
but even assist him in the journey; hut that, if.
on the other hand he did not think proper to
come of his own accord no power should
certainly remove him from Prince of Wales
Island. The negociators then asked whether
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if a letter were written to the Governor Gener-
al of India requesting him to send the King of
Cueda up to Siam willing or unwilling it would
be complied with. I answered that it most cer-
tainly would not, and I further recommended
that such a letter should not be written, be-
cause the Governor General might justly con-
strie it into a reflection upon his known honor
and humanity.

I now begged leave to express it as my
own opinion, that it was not verv likely the
King of Queda would come up to Siam, because
being a different religion and different nation
from those in authority, it was highly probable
he would feel apprehensive of the influence
of the Governor of Ligor at the Capital, this
officer being of higher rank than himself, a
Siamese by birth, and related to persons of the
highest rank about the Court. Of this Chief's
forbearance, I remarked, that the King of
Queda, from what had already transpired, conld
have nothing to hope. In relation to this point
I now produced an extract of the original
Malay letter of the Governor of Ligor, in which
that chief had required the person of the Rajah
of Queda dead or alive, from the Governor of
Penang, and threatened this island with inva-
sion if this demand were not complied with. A
written translation of this paper had been made
into Siamese from the Malay in with it was
originally written, and was now explained
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passage by passage to the Siamese negociators.
Whethar they had before seen it or not I do
not know, but they now seemed surprized at
the intemperance of the language made use
[of], and demanded to know if I had the
original letter in my possession. I explained
that I had not, as it was not customary to re-
move such documents from the records of
Govérnment, but that I had an authenticated
copy in my possession which 1 should be ready
te produce if it were required. I thought it
necessary to remark with regard to the in-
temperate language of the Rajah of Ligor, that
the British authority in India was not aceustom-
e to receive sach letters, but that the Governor
General of India and the Governor of Penang
had been pleased to overlook this indiscretion
on the part of the Chief of Ligor in their great
desire for the friendship of His Majesty the
King of Siam, and firmly believing that the
offensive letter was the sole and unanthorized
act of the Governor of Ligor himself. The
Siamese Chiefs seemed evidently anxious to
find some apology for the intemperate language
made use of by the Governor of Ligor, and
would have me to think that as far as we were
concerncd at least that the words made nse of
might be explained by the wide difference which
exists between our manners and customs. |
found myself obliged to interrupt this explan-
ation by informing them in a more decided
tone than I had yvet taken, that no difference
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of language or manners could authorize the
holding out of an unequivoeal threat in what-
ever terms conveyed.

As the great object imposed upon me, in
the instructions I received from the Govern-
ment of Penang, was the removal of the Chief
of Ligor and the Siamese from Queda, and the
restoration of the Malay Government, 1 now
again dwelt at considerab