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PREFATORY NOTE TO THE
ILLUSTRATIONS

TwE choice of illustrations for this volume has been guided by the
same principles as in Volume [, that is to sy, they have been
drawn as far as possible from English work (or from that of
foreign artists working in England), and from sources g5 nearly
contemporary as possible with the scenes they represent.

Theee has, perforce, been a change in the type of sources used:
whereas MSS. supplied the greater part of the illustrative com.
mentary for the mediseval and early Tudor period in Volume T,
printed books and engravings, ballads, broadsides and teacts
largely provide the material for the late Sixteenth and Seventeenth

ries.

1 have found it necessary to use such foreign books as the
Givitates Orbis Terrarum and Agricola’s De Re Metalirea, the
former, with its detailed maps and plans, because it provides
untivalled views of English city layout in the Sixteenth Century,
and the latter, because it is the only source known to me of
Sixteenth-Century mining scenes and appropriate in that German

ing practice was applied in England at this date. Similarly,
I have ler de Boy's cogravings speak for Virginia (§57) and
Augustine Ryther’s for the Armada (§ 52, 53), both being based on
English drawings.

Artists working in 2 country not their own often bring to their
work an interestingly different view of the people or scenes they
are depicting, and so 1 have used as frontispicce Zuccaro’s crayon
dmawing of Elizabeth, where the simplicity of cffoct serves to con-
centrate the interest in the Queen’s face and personality, rather
than in ber jewels and royal trappings.

As in Volume I, later drawings and modern photographs have
been freely used to illustrate places as distinet from social scenes,
but care has been taken to distinguish and specify in the descrip-
tive notes any features of a later date that occur—rhus in Two-
penny’s drawing of the Great Gallery at Powys Castle (§ 17),
reference to the note will show that while the rich decoration of
the plaster ceiling and fricze is original work of 192-93, the
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PREFATORY SOTE TO THE ILLUSTRATIONS
panelling, furniture and busts belong to varying and later dates,
Grimm's sketches of Portland stone quarrying have been used
though they belong to the Eighteenth Century, but neither the
method of quarrying nor transport had changed very sadically
since Wrea's time.

_Air photographs have played an important part in this valume
in making it possible to exhibit the layout of the gréat houses of
the period or the features of a whole area—Montacute and More-
ton Old Hall (§ 13, 14) can rthus contrast their style and setting,
the Cheviots (§ 8) lay bare their almost primueval wildness, and
the fioods of 1947 allow a momentary glimpse of the watery
solitudes and oozy islands of the mediaeval fen (§ 5). For the rest,
contemporary printed books, etchings and engravings have been
used to illustrate as many sides as possible of English Hfe and
activities, while portraits record for us at least some of those who
left the imprint of their thoughts or discoveries upon their times.

Detziled notes as in Volume T will be found at the end of the
book, giving sources of the illustrations, their authorship and
present ownership, and pointing out any noteworthy features,
either in the illustrations themselves or in their history.

I ¢hould like to take this opportunity to thank Sir Heary Hake,
Director of the National Portrait Gallery and his Assistane, Mr,
C. K. Adams, for their advice and guidance in the selection of the
eatliest or most authentic portraits of the people illustrated in this
volume, and also Miss Hamilton Jones, Librarian of Acrofilms,
Ltd., who has been indefatigable in: her efforts to secure the air
photographs I wanted.

Rumn C. Wicar
lilusirations Editer.
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INTRODUCTION

Tus second volume of the Hustrated Edition of my Eng/ith
Social History covers both the Elizabethan and the Stuart cras,

mmauchmpldchmguasthm:whichbcgminthcfnﬂuw‘

century and are called the “Industrial Revolutian.* 'I'hchlm::?
of the economic and social structure in the Stuart era was cer-
tainly one reason why England was able to survive the violent
political and reli ‘ﬁusstﬁfcofth:p:nind,mduﬂv:uapmmhk
ﬁjﬁmmu?thhﬂcquamlsu the end of the Seventeenth Century.
Ifthestmggicorl(iugmdhﬂjam:[nrpuwtrhadmbum
settled before we were involved in the economic and social up-
heavals of the Industeial Revolution, we should not haye got
thmughmde:sﬂmhmhismrjruFme,Gmnymd

Russia sugpests,






Chapter One
SHAKESPEARE'S ENGLAND [1564-1616]

8. The Townr, The Comntryside. Classer and modes of Gfe. Wals. The
Nertbern couties. Elizabetban bomes. Inns. Social relationships,
Mifitia, low, [Py Posr Law.

(Laeex Elizalets, 1y38-1603. The Armada, 1788).

FTER the economic and religious unrest of the middle
Tudor period, followed the golden age of England.  Gaolden
ages are not all of gald, and they never last long. But Shakespeare
chanced upon the best time and country in which to live, in order
to exercise with least distraction and most encoursgement the
highest facultics of man. The forest, the field and the city were
there in perfection, and all three are needed to perfect the poet.
His countrymen, not yet cramped to the service of machines, were
craftsmen and creators at will. Their minds, set free from mediae-
val trammels, were not yer caught by Puritan or other modern
fanaticisms. The Elizabethan English were in love with life, not
with some theoretic shadow of life. Large classes, freed as never
before from poverty, felt the upspring of the spirit and expressed
it in wit, music and gong. The English language had touched its
moment of fullest beauty and power. Peace and order at last
prevailed in the land, even during the sea-war with Spain,
Palities, so long a fear and oppression, and soon in other forms.
to be a fear and oppression again, were for a few decades simpiified
into service paid toa woman, who was 1o her subjects the symbol
of their unity, prosperity and freedom.

The Renaissance, that had known its springtime long ago in
its native Ttaly, where biting frosts now nipped it, ame late to
its glorious summet in this northern isle. In the days of Erasmus,
the Renaissance in England had been confined to scholars and to
the King’s Cournt. In Shakespeare's day it had in some sort
reached the people. The Bible and the world of classical antiquity
were. no longer left to the Jearned few. By the agency of the
grammar schools; classicism filtered through from the study into
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the thestre and the street, from the folio to the populie ballad
which familisrized the commonest auditories with The Tyramny of
Juelee Appins and The Miserativ state of King Midas and the other
great tales of Greece and Rome. The old Hebrew and the
Gracco-Roman ways of life, raised from the grave of the remote
past by the magic of scholarship, were opened to the penerl
understanding of Englishmen, who treated them not as dead
archacological matter, but ss new spheres of imagination and
spiritual power, to be freely converied to modem use. While
Shakespeare transformed Plutarch’s Lier into his own [Jabier
Caesar and Aniony, others took the Bible and fashioned out of it
a new way of life and thought for religious England.

And during these same fruitful years of Elizabeth, the narrow
seas, amid whose tempests Enplish mariners had for centuris
been trained, expanded into the oceans of the world, where
romance and wealth were to be won by adventurous youth,
trading and fighting along newly discovered shores, Young,
light-hearted England, cured at last of the Plantsgenet itch 1o
conquer France, became conscious of herself as an island with an
ocean destiny, glad, after thar Armada storm, to feel the safety
and freedom that the guarded seas could give, while the burden
of distant Empire was not yer laid upon her shoulders,

There is, of course, another side to all this, as there is to every
picture of human well-being and well-doing, The cruel habits of
senturies past were not casily o quickly to be shed. The ovesseas
activity of the Elizabethans paid no regard to the rights of the
negroes whom they transported into slavery, or the Irish whom
they robbed and slaughtered: some even of the noblest Enplish,
like John Hawkins on the Gold Coast and Edmund Speaser in
Ireland, failed to see whar dragons’ teeth they were helping to
sow. At home, the woman hunted by her neighbours asa witch,
the Jesuit mussionary mounting the scaffold to be cut to pieces
alive, the Unitarian burning at the stale, the Puritan dissenter
hanged or “laden with irons in dangerous and loathsome pacls)”
had listle joy of the great era. But in Elizabeth's England such
wictims were not numerous, as clsewhere in Europe. We escaped
the pit of calamity into which other nations were being throst—
the Spanish Inguisition and the vast scale of martyrdom and
massacre that turned the Netherlands and France into a shambles
in the name of religion. Looking across the Channel and sesing

2



ELTZABETHAN TOWNS

As the tour of Henry VIITI's England was made and recorded
by the antiquary Leland, so the tour of Elizabeth’s happier king-
dom was made and recorded by the greatest of all cur antiguarics,
William Camden, in his Bridamwia: [Sec § 34.] And just before
him William Harrison, the parson, and just after him Fynes
Moryson, the traveller, left us pictures of the English life of their

Religious Pessecution

day, which it is a pleasure to collate with the more vivid glimpses
in Shakespeare. [CE also § 33.]

It is probable that the population of England and Wales at the
end of the Queen’s reign had passed four millians, about a tenth
of its present size. More than fousr-ffths lived in the rural pares;
but of these a fair proportion were engaged in industry, supplying
nearly all the manufactures required by the village, or, like the
¢lothiers, miners and quarrymen, working for a more geneml
market. The bulk of the population cultivated the land or tended
-] B

hﬁ the minority. who inhabited towns, many were engaged, at
least for part of their time, in apriculture. A provincial town of
averge size contained jooo inhabitants, The towns were not
overcrowded, and Had many plezsant pardens, orchards and
farmsteads mingled with the rows of shops: Some smaller towns
and ports were in process of decay. ‘The recession of the ses, the
silting up of rivers (which gradually put Chester on the Dee out
of action as a port), the increase in the size of ships demanding

3
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lasger harbours, the continued migration of the cloth and other
manufactuses in rural villages and hamlets, were all causes of the
decline of some of the alder centres of industry or commerce.

Yet the town population was on the increase in the island raken
&5 a whole. York, the capitl of the North; Norwich, a preat
centre of the cloth trade, welcoming skilled refugees from Alva's
Netherlands; Bristol with mercantile and inland trade of its own
wholly independent of London—these three were in a class by
themselves, with perhaps 20,000 inhabitants each. [See §2 3]
And the new oceanic conditions of trade favoured other port
towns in the West, like Bideford.

But, above all, Landon, absorbing mare and more of the home
and foreign commerce of the country at the expense of many
smaller towns, was already a portent for size in England and even
in Europe. When Mary Tudor died it may have had nearly
180,000 inhabitants; when Elizabeth died it may already have
touched 200,000, It was spreading most rapidly in the ‘libertics’
outside its old walls; in the heart of the City there were small
open spaces, and houses with gardens, courtyards and stables.
In spite of the recurrent visits of the Plague (the old Black Death)
and the novel visitation of the ‘sweating sickness,” Tudor London
was relatvely healthy and deaths were fewer than births, It was
not yet as congested as it became in the early Eighteenth Century,
when its still vaster population was more closely packed in shams,
further removed from access to the country, and more unhealthy,
although the Plaguc had by that time disappeared, to give place
to smallpox and typhus, [See § 4.]

The London of Queen Elizabeth, by its size, wealth and powet,
was the most formidable unit in the Kingdom. Socially, intcl
lectually and politically it exercised an influence that went far
to secure the success of the Protestant revolution in the Sixteenth
Century and of the Parliamentary revolution in the Seventeenth.
The area of the City was now the fortress of a purely civic and
megeantile community, unchallenged within its own borders by
any rival influence. The grear monasteries and convents of
medizeval London had disappeared; the laity were supreme, and
refashioned their religion in the City churches and in their own
homes after the Protestant and individual patterns of their prefer-
ence. Neither moanarchy nor aristocracy had any stronghalds
within the City boundaries. The royal power lay ocutside in

4
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Whitehall and Westminster on one flank, and in the Tower upon
the dther. Even the great nobles were leaving their mediscval
quarters in the City and migrating to mansions in the Strand or
in the ncighbourhood of Court and Parliament ar Westminster,
The power and privilege of the Mayor and citizens, with their
formidable militia, formed a Srate within the State—a society
that was purcly bourgeois, inside the larger England that was
stll monarchical and aristocratic. And the leaven of London
worked theoughout the fand.  [See § 23, 24]

The feeding of Tudor London govemned the agricultural policy
of the home counties, and the same influence was felt in varying
degrees further afield. Food was wanted in the capital, in vast
quantity for the population, and of the best quality for the richest
tables of the kingdom. Kent with its enclosed fields, already
called ‘the garden of England,” was specifically Landon’s fruit-
garden, rich with “apples beyond measure and also with cherries.”
The barley of East Anglia, coming through brewing towns like
Royston, quenchied the daily thisst of the Londoger; while Kent
gnd Essex were learning to trin hops to flavour his beer, Far
the rest, the wheat and rye that made London's bread, were grown
all over the south-castermn counties.

Thus the great marker of the capital helped to change agricul-
tural methods, by inducing districts best fitted for ane particular
crop to specialize on that. Near London, Norden the topo-
grapher noticed ‘another sort of husbandman, or yeoman rather,
who wade in the weeds of gentlemen, . . . who having preat
feedings for cattle,” sell their fat stock at Smithfield, *where also
they store themselves with lean. ‘There are also those that live
by carriage for other men, and to thut end they keep carts and
carrisges, carry milk, meal and other things to Landon, wherchy
they live very gainfully.' In regions so fortunately situsted, the
pressure to enclose the land was strong.

Besides London, there were other markets for sgricultural
produce. Few towns, if any, could grow all the food they re-
quired in the ‘town ficlds’ without need to purchase cutside.
And even in the country, if one rural district had a bad season,
it could buy the surplus of ather districts through middlemen,
unless the harvest had been poor all over England, when, perhaps
vnce in a decade, there might be considerable importation from
abroad. In normal years some English com was exported.

5
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Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire and other regions of the Ouse
valley, sent great quantitics of wheat through Lynn and the Wash
to Scotland, Norway and the cities of the Netherlands, Much
food came to Bristal and the Western towns from the granary of
central England, the open felds of south-castern Warwickshire,
the Feldon’ lying between the Avonand Edgehill But the other
half of Warwickshire lying north-west of Avon, as Leland and
Camden' both noted, was deep woodland, thinly studded with
pastoral settlements; it was the Forest of Arden. Thus the wind-
ing Avon, spanned by Stmtford's famous bridge of *fourtcen
arches of stone,’ divided the lonely forest from the populous
cornlands. One born and bred in the town upon its banks saw,
in his boyhoods rambles, what was best in wild nature on one
side of the river, aod what was most characteristic of man upen
the other.

Until the Eighteenth Century with its highly capitalized farm-
ing, it was not possible to ripen enough wheat to feed the whole
population. Oats, wheat, rye and barley were all grown, some
more, some less, according to the soil and elimate. Oats prevailed
in the North; wheat and rye in most parts of England, excepe
the south-west where rye was linde grown. Everywhere barley
abounded, and much of it went into beer. The West, with its
apple orchards, drank cider; and the pesns of Worcestershire
gave perry, which Camden condemned as ‘a counterfeit wine,
both cold and flatulent.” In all parts of England the village grew
a variety of crops for its own use, and its bread was often a
mixture of different kinds of grain. Fynes Moryson, who knew
the chief countries of Europe well, wrote, shortly after Queen
Elizabeth’s death—

“The English hushandmen eat barley and rye brown bread, and prefer
it to white bread as abiding langer in the stomach, and not so soon
digested with their labour ; but citizens and gentlemen eat most pure
white bread, England yielding all kinds of com in plenty.?

“The English have abundance of white meats, of all kinds of flesh,
fowl and fish and of things good for food. In the seasons of the

! Harrivon, writing & gesemtion carlier (cieca 1977) says the wame thing -

“The beead throughout ous land i smule of such grain 4 the soil Ficldeh, neves-
theless the gennlity commuonty provide themselves sufficiently of whest for thel
ogwn thles, whiles thele household sl poot aefghboun in some shires are forced
ta contenr thermselves with rye oc barley, yea und in time of desrth many with
bead mmade oot of beans, pesson or csis snd somws scoms among.*

6
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year the English eat fallow deer plenufully, as bucks in summer and
does in winter, which they bake in pasnes, and this venison pasey is
a dainty, rarely found in any other kingdom.  England, yea perhaps
ane County theceaf, hath more fallow deer than all Europe that 1
have seen.  No kingdom in the world hath so many dove-houses:
Likewise brawn is 2 proper meat to the Eaplish, not known o others.
English cooks, in comparison with other nations, are most commended
for roasted meats.'

This experienced traveller goes on to pmise our beef and
mution ss the best in Europe, and our bacon as better than any
cxcept that of Westphalia.

“The English inhabitants [he continues] eat almost no flesh commoner
than hens, and for geese they ear them in two seasons, when they are
fatted pon the stubble after harvest and when they are green shout
Whitsuntide. And howsoever hares are thought to poursh melan-
choly, yet they are caten o5 venison both roast and boiled. They have
also grear plenty of conies [rabbits] the fcsh whereof is far, tender and
maore delicate than any I heve eaten in other parts. The German conics
[our traveller declares] are more like roasted cats than the English
copiss.’

Meat and bread were the chicf foods. Vegetahles were little
eaten with meat; cabbages helped to make the pottage. Potaroes
were just beginning to come in to some gardea plots, but were
not yet grown as a crop in the fields.

Puddings and srewed fruir did not yet play so great a part in the
Englishman's table as in later centurics, though sugar was already
obtained in moderate quantities from Mediterranean lands. The
time of dinner, the chief meal, was at eleven or twelve, and supper
some five hours later. [See § 1, 27.]

Since the English village, whether in the western lands of old
enclosure or in the ‘champion” regions of the open field, still grew
its own food, *subsistence agriculture® was the basis of English
life. But, as we have scen, the self-supplying village also grew
wool and food-stuffs for some spectal market ar home or abroad.
‘Industrial crops® were also coming much into use; flax grew well
in some parts of Lincélnshire; woad, madder and the great ficlds
of saffron in Essex (whence "Saffron Walden® already had mken
its pame) supplied the dyers of cloth, who had previously de-
pended on foreign imports.

Such specialization for the market demanded enclosure and

¥
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private methods of Barming. The new lands won from forest,
marsh and waste, were now always enclosed with hedges and
firmed on the individualist system. The area of open field and
common pasture did not increase as the total arca under cultiva-
tion increased. The bleak open ficlds, though not much reduced
in acreage, were relatively a smaller part of the farmlands of the
Kingdom than they had formerly been.

It was the low-lying clay districts that produced the surplus
corn for the home and foreign marker. The sheep, that supplied
the wool and cioth trades, fed on the thin upland pastures which
alternate with the clay valleys in the geographic structire of the
island. The chalk downs and the wolds—the Chilterns, the
Dorset Heights, the Isle of Wight, the Cotswalds, the Lincoln
and Norfolk ridges, and many moorlands of the Narth, had
always produced the best wool. On such hillsides, foreign and
native travellers in Tudor England marvelled 2t the number and
size of the flocks, unparalieled clsewhere in Europe: The sheep
on the less fertile lands were often half starved, but their Aecces
were the most valuable in the wotld, owing to some quality
latent in the soil.

The increased demand for sheep and cattle in Tudor times
caused, 25 we have seen, some highly unpopular enclosures of
arable clay-land for pasture. The valley sheep were fatter, but
their woal proved less good than that of their leaner brethren
of the uplands. Yet the new lowland pastures were not unprofit-
sble: though their flecces were less fine, the demand for coarser
wools was also on the increase, and larger supplies of muttan
and beef were consumed by a prosperous and hospitable peners-
ton, whose carnivorous habits amazed foreign visitors accus-
tomed to & more farinaccous diet. ‘The Midlinds thetefore
continued in Elizabeth’s reign to add sheep and cattle to com.
Rugby “abounded in butchers.' The cattle fairs of Leicestershire
and Northamptonshire were famous. The great quantities of
cattle in the island helped all leather industries; the southern
English walked on leather, and disdained the *wooden shoes?
that forcigners were fain to wear. Clogs, however, were
generally worn in the thrifty North, and Scots lads and lasses
went barefoot.

The breeding of horses had to keep pace with an ever-increasing
demand. The horse was very pradually replacing the ox at cant



THE FENLAND

and plough; *and the peneril prosperity of the country demanded
more riding-horses, 25 in good years we demind more MOtOT-Cars.
Inmany parts of Yarkshire and on the grass moors of the turbulent
Border country, the breeding of hoses and attle was more im-
portant than the sheep-farming which prevailed therc in later
and more sertled times. It was not sheep but cattle thar the
Mosstroopers drove off in their midnight mids.

Though sheep and cattle were now reared in such abundanee
in England, they were, by our modern standards, small and thin
until the era of the Eighteenth Century improvements. For a3
yet there were only very inadequate means of feeding them during
the winter moniths.

*From Christmas t May
Weak cattle decay’

sang Thomas Tusser, the poet of Elizabethan spriculture. And.

the open-field system, still prevalent in half the country, afforded
neither sufficient shelter nor sufficient grazing for beasts.

One region of England was still a world by itself, the preat
fen that stretched from Lincoln to Cambridge, from King’s Lynn
to Peterborough, Already in the later years of Elizabeth there
were projects debated in Parliament, to dmin Fenland as the
Dutch had drained Holland, and so reclaim its watery, reedy
solitudes to rich comnficlds and pasture. Bur the preat design was
not carricd out till an age when more capital was to be had for
such ventures—in Stuart times for the south half of the fen, and
in Hanoverian times for the north. Meanwhile the fenmen con-
tinued to dwell round its shores and on its innumerable oozy
islands—living an aniphibious life, and varying their traditional
occupations with the changing seasons of the year. [See § 4.]
“The upper and north pare of Cambridgeshire [Gimden writes] is all
over divided into river isles, which all summer long afford 2 most

“delightful green prospeet, but in winter time 2re almose all laid undes
wates. firiher every way than 3 man cun tee, #nd in $0me o1t re
scmbling the sea imelf. The inhabirants of this and the rest of the
fenny country (which reaches 68 miles from the barders of Suffulk o
Wainileet in Lincolnshire) are & sort of people (much like the place)

E The process win very gradhual, from Tudor to Hanoverden Hmes s petinia now
‘living have soen oxen ploaghing in Victach's Bngland,
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-of brutish, uncivilired tempew, eavious of all others, whom they call
Uplend men; and wiually valbing aloft upan & sont of stilts they all
keep to the business of grazing, fishing and fowling. All this country
in the winter time, M!nmmmufurthcgrﬂim part of the year,
i Taid wnder water by the rivers Ouse, Grant (Cam), Nen, Welland
Glene and Witham, for want of sofficient passages. But when they
once keep to their proper channels, it so strangely abounds with rich
grass and rank hay (by them called Lidf) that when they've mown
enough for their own use, in November they bum up the rest'to make
it come again the thicker.: Abour which time a man may seeall the
moorish country round about of a light fire, to hiz gremt wonder.
Bezides it affords great quantity of turf and sedge for firing, reeds for
thatching. Elders also and other watesshrubs, sspecally willows,
either growing wild, or else set on the banks of nvers to prevent their
overflowing; which being frequently cut down come again with a
numerous offspring. "Tis of these that baskets are made" (Camden’s
Britensia, p. 408, Gibson's edition.)

The nking of wild fowl for the market was conducted by the
fenmen on an immense scale. The wild pecse and duck were
captured hundreds at & time, being driven or lured into long cages
of netting called ‘decoys.’ Rents were paid largely in fixed
quantitics of eels; counted by the thousand.

It may perhaps be doubted whether the Fenmen had such
“brutish uncivilized tempers® as the ‘upland men” tald Camden.
In any case it is a mistake to suppose, as many writers have dooe,
that because their life was amphibious, because they herded their
‘cattle and sheep on stilts, and because they went about in boats,
fishing, fowling and reed cutting, that therefore they were any
more ‘lawless” than the farmer who carted his com on dry land.
Recent research (H. C. Darby, Tée Meadriseral Fenland, 1940) has
shown that throughour the Middle Ages, from the time of Domes-
day Book and beyond, the laws and customs of the Manorial
system held good throughout Fenland; that rents and services
were regulacly paid to the great Abbeys and to their successors
after the Dissolution; that the most complicated laws, rules and
divisions of proprietary and fishing rights weére observed among
the fenmen; that the most elaborate system of embankment and
‘sewerage’ was maintained by constant labour and skill, without
which the great waterways would have become unnavigable, and’
Lincoln, Lynn, Boston, Wisbech, Cambridge, St Ives, Peter-
borough and the lesser rowns of the region would have lost most
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of their trade and communications. *Almost every stream snd
bank in Fenland,” writes Dr: Darby, *had, in one way or another,
someone who was beld responzible for it.” In short, the Fenland,
before its reclamation by the great dminage operations of Smuart
and Hanoverian times, was indeed an amphibious region, but
with a highly specialized economic system of its awn.  [See § 6.]

In the midst of these scenes of wild nature, Ely Cathedral had
for centuries floated like an ark upon the waters, its two towess
and two long shining roofs far seen on distant horizons. In its
shadow lay the Palace where the Bishop held his court. [See
§ 7. He still exercised remaants of the authority which his
medizeval predecessors had enjoyed in the so-called ‘County
Falatine’ of Ely Isle. But in fact the Reformation had reduced the
independent power of the Clergy. The State now held the Church
in check, sometimes with an arrogant disregard o