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PREFACE.

This little book on the Sri Brilindisvara temple at Tanjore,
owes its origin to & wish to supply the long-felt want of a con-
nected account of a great Chola edifice, considered to be " by far
the grandest in Indin ", The monumental archeological series of
Hultzsch and Venkayya, and the literuture that has gathered
round the temple during the last 40 years and more would form
a life study for one interested in the beginnings of South Indian
History and Temple architecture. An uttempt, however, is here
made to place within a small compass what all that might
interest a casunl visitar, If the book would help him to a betier
understanding of, and a further search for knowledge about the
temple than what he finds on 8 mere visit to this great House
of God, the author would be more than content.

Among the many friends who bave kindly helped me in this
task my special thanks are due to Dr. M. Krishnamachariar,
M., ML, ¥h D, ete, Madms Judicial Service, whose first
suggestion to me for o Monograph and to contribute articles on
these subjects to the Press was encouraging; to Messe. O
Yedachalam, p.A., B.L., and T. N. Ramachandran, M., for much
valushle criticisme and suppestions which bave been of
nseistance to me: to Mr. Richard Chinnathambi, m.a., for com-
Elﬁng the Index; to Dr. A. |. Pandyan for his generous contri-

ution of many valuable photographs which illustrates this
book ; and to the Director-General of Archicalogy in ludia for
kind permissiont to reproduce some of the departmental series,

My gratitude is due to the Senior Prince and Hereditary
Trustee of the Tanjore Palace Devastanams Rajashri Rajahram.
Rajah Saheb for his apprecintion and encoursgement in this
task.

My grateful thanks are due to De. F. H. Gravely, p.sc,
Superintondent, Government Muscum, Madeas, for his valuable
Foteword to this book.

" Rajarafesvaram,’ H — )

Tanjors.

2708 September 1035, ol

Tanjore Palace Devastanams.
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J FOREWORD.

When the Pallava kiongs of Conjeevamam, the makers of the
ecarliest surviving temples of the Tamil country, were finally

. subjugated by the Cholus of the Cauvery delta, marked changes

occurred in srchilectural decoration. Some of these changes
were due to developments already noticeable in later Pallava
times, but others—such ss that found ir the corhel—are so

_ abrupt as to suggest that they may haye originated in the Chola

kingdom during Pallava times, in buildings which have [fsiled
to stand the ravages of time.

The Chalas were great temple builders and the architecture
of the Tamil country underwent such development during their
supremacy of about five hundred years (roughly 550—1350 A.D.)
that it has been found convenient to differentiate between an
Farlier anid Later Chols architectural period of about Z50 years
ench. The temples of Tanjore and Gangai-Kenda Cholapuram
belong to the former and those of Chidumbaram and Tiruvanna-

" malai to the Iatter  The Early Cholas, like the Pallavas before

them, planned and built entirely pew temples on such sites as

" seemed most suitable, whereas the Later Cholas seem to have

preferred to enlarge temples already existing on ancient sacreéd

V sites. In Early Chols temples, therefare, the vimana or shrine

with its square based pyramidal tower was naturally made to

_ dominate ull other parts of the building, but in Later Chola
“temples vimana towers are apt to be quite incovspicuous, pre-

sumably retaining very much their original size, while the

' gopuras or gateway towers come to be much larger, and are

often immense. Sculptural decoration, too, is much simpler
and more restrained in Early Chola temples than in Latef Chola
ones, which form & natural transition from the former to the
still more elnborately decorated temples of the 250 years of the
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Vijayanagar empire and of the Modern architectural period
which begins with the fall of the Vijayanagar empire in about
1600 A. D,

The Rajarajesvara or Sri Brihodisvara temple of Tanjore
was erected by Rajiraja the Great (985 —1014 A D.) and, being
still in excellent preservafion, remains as the most magnificent
monument of the power and ability of the early Cholas,  But,
as will be seen from Mr Somasundaram’s interesting descrip-
tion, some of the structures now -associated with it are of more
recent origin, enabling one, without leaving the temple. enclo-
sure, to study not only the style of the Early Cholus but- also
something of the more ornate style of the Modern architectural
period to which it was destined eventually to give rise. The

extessive elaboration characteristic of this latter period is apt to

be tiring und bewildering rather than beautiful ; but the
Subrahmanya shrine of the Tanjore tomple, in which we see it

at its best, cannot but be admired  And this little shrine is

not only a gem in itself, but forms a most interesting and
instructive contrmast to the great temple beside which it stands,

South Indian temples deserve to be better known and more
widely understood than they are, and to sppreciate them
adequately some knowledge of their history, etc., is necessary.
In preparing this account of the Tanjore temple Mr. Soma-
sundaram has put into convenient form for visitors and others
the chief historical and traditional points of interest reluting te
it. Such guides are still badly needed for nearly all the more
important places of interest in South India, snd T heartily
recommend this one to all who want to know something about
Tan jore:

MADRAS.
[8th September 1935,

GOVERNMENT Huam:u.}

F: H GRAVELY

-
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The Great Temple at Tanjore.

THE RAJARAJESVARAM—TEMPLE OF
SRI BRIHADISVARA—AT TANJORE.

Tanjore, the Toyal city of the Cholas, the Nayaks,
and the Mahrattas, is the eighth largest in the Presidency,
and, is on the main libe of the South Indian Railway,
218 miles south of Madras. It lics in N. Lat: 10747 E.
long, 79-10°24.', and is sel amidst the vast deltaic tract
of the Cauvery, known as the Garden of South India
As the capital of a succession of ancient Hindu dynasties,
and, in aifagcs; ate of the chief politicals literary and
religious centres of the South, the city is full of interesting
associations.

Tanjavur or Tanjore derives it name  from
Tanjan—an asura (giant) who according to local legend
devastated. the nuighhaﬂrhuo{l and was killed by Sri
Anandavalli Amman and Vishnuy, Sri Nilameghapperumal.
Tanjan's dying request that the city might be named
after him was granted. This tradhition is- perpetualed
by the temple of Sri Tanjapurisvara and Anandavalli
Amman; and (he temple of Sri Nilameghappernmal,
criginally built in Vambulamsolai,) and later removid
to the bank of the Vennar, 1wo miles north of the city.
Another derivation of the name is from Tanjam or refuge

(1) maldrrer wima L I
oardete WSS S
el s i FagidSsre Qaan
AWEET Lamsa o iE
i pumt Ceriu o &0
aans wnoed & GaratCa memhil
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2 THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TANJORE:

which . makes it mean 'the Cily of refuge’. The
Tanjupuri-Mahabmya derives the name from Tunga or
Kulottunga, a Chola king who according to (his Sihala-
purana buill Tanjore and named il Tungapura afler him.
This does not seem to be borne out by any historical
account, The cily also goes by the pame of Alagai—
Hwes as lradition says that Kubera siayed and wor-
shipped here.

The city has passed through saripus vigissitudes
of fortune. Within historwcal {imes, Tenjore has been
the capital of the Muttaraiyars (gpdswmsind), and nexd,
that of the later Cholas [during the 9th and 101l centuries)
from the time Vijayalaya ' (A. D, 846-880) the founder of
that line, conquered it from the Muttaraivars and selected
itas his capital in prelerence lo Uriiyur (now a suburb
of Trichinopoly). the seat of the ancient Cholas; later it
was @ mere royal residence when Rujendra T (A, D.

1] Vﬂﬂ?ﬂm-uw Tanjore —Ths Kanyskamari stase lescriptian of ibe
Ch'a Vimrsj Digwa (Son- BN, (md., Vol "XV, p, 47) sam; ""He
(Vijayalaya) established in the Chofa conntry, the City of Tanjapori which was
prafsed even by Urahma sod oihee Godh, and which flauribed with all good
qualities belng & newly fomnded fown ™ (ve. 34), Vijiyalsya bs hirs sl 10 tm
coostructed anew the cily of Tanfspuei in the Chola Couotry. BHut e
Tiraralacgdy grant ol Rajendra |, whieh Iy earlier (bas the Kanyahomari
record, distinily mentiont that Vijayalaya took the ciiy' by fores |fmgraki) and
20l up iait 1he imaga of Nisombhazedani [(Duorge). Helyimg oo this rezord
rhl:luu be takon to record the truth, we conclods that the Cliy was aelzed
rom the Mplmralyare, ibe varsals al the Pailasay, by Vijsyalays (see B, Ind,
Vo!, X110, g 136),  The consecration of the imege.of Nivombhamdani in the
gty 1o recorded o verse 44 of ibe Tiruvaluogadn  graol sy “ Having nexl
conkectated thatn libe imiga of) Nisumbhasadani, whose latns feed are worship-
pod by Visds and demoos, ba by the groce of that goddess ""‘“ﬂ;‘ (na oasily)
asa gartand lths weight of) the whols earth pesplendent wiih garmant of
tha Jonr bceams™ 15,0, L, Vel 1L 1. 418 This semple of Niigmbhssudani
coms sot exiti mow ol Tanjors Mot there [ » famaoa shrine of Rali—5c Kodi
Arnmad, sl 1he western gate of iba fori, koows popularly an PachchaikVall and
Pravalabkatt, Thet dudl larme are lacally menc sied with the contlict ol the
Mty with THHL:H. tho dgerm and iha rescne of 1he city from him.  The aoroa)
lentlvishes ol iba geildness in ber donble coloured lorm sre colebraied with greal
davotior The conguest of ihe oliy by Vijasalaya (v described |5 the Tirnvalan.
padis plaes {S.0.0 Vol 1T, p. 418) thon :—

* ¥ rook ﬁmmim of the tonn Punchapird whith wis pictureiqus o the
night, wan oo besutife] sy Alabs, Jid rewched e aby (by i Bigh turrets)
and the white waah of whoes) mamlone, (appearad Nike) the scemim] commetic
(applimd 1o vhe bedy| Jast ma-he wenld seive (by ibie bazd) his ewn wiis
who bl brantilol eyes, gracefyl eurls, n eloth coverieg (ber beds) sod

paste b (white aa)-hme ia order 1o sport wilh ber,” The oums
Tanchapari continned down 1o e Vijayaragsr imes (1300 A. D.), the coustry
being called Sue segpuis (vide Ep, Tnd |, Vol 1X, p, MO}—T. 5, K,
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1012—45) removed the capital fo Gangaikundachola-
puragy’ ; it was a city of some importance under the later
Pa ¢ and the Hoysalas in the 13th century, and one
of camparative obscurity inthe years intervening between
the invasion (A 1310) of Malik Kafur—the general
of Allaudin Khilji—and the estabiihmenl of the Vijaya-
pagar sway over Tanjore about A. D, 15342 Sevvappa
Nayak (A.D. 1549—72), an ersiwhile viceroy of that
Empire, assumed independence and founded (he dynasty
of the Tanjore Nayaks, Tanjore was his capital, and it
remained so for the next one hundred and twenty-five
years Lill Vijayaraghava—the last prince of lhe line—
perished in a tragic but heroic fight with Chokkanatha of
Madura in A, D. 1662, The next lourteen years saw the
rule of his General, Alagiri, who soon assumed a large
measure of independence which his master was unable
to dispute. The ¢laim to the Nayak throne through
Sengamaladas, the infant son ol Vijayaraghava brought on
the scene the Bijapur king and his general . The latter
— Venkan alios Ekoji—was the hall brother of Sivaji the
Great. He defeated Alagiri, and, atded by the dissensions
in the young Nayak's party svized the throne for himself,
foundingin A. D 1670 the next dynasty of rulers—the
Mahrattas—who for another one hundred and seventy-nine
years had their lﬂ.i)it.ll st Taniore, During this period it
q'm?:i theconilictofl the Mahrattas with the Moghul,and,
fatterly with the Nawabs of the Carnatic and the French.
The English first interfered in s affairs m A, D, 1749
{1} Guangibomducholiparam —The city of Haijsodrs, lor many geoscsions

tha eapiisl of his seccessnrs of (he ceufizes ol the Teichinapoly wad Baath
Arsat. Dairicts, baill and dodicated 13 Siva mﬂniua s giest wmpls which
ix & cganterpart In many reapecis of ™ Hajunjisearam fajsrajs at Tanjore
o tha ampeior’s [Hajandea’s) victories i Moty [ndin,  Gamgai=
kooda-Chola'” was ooe of the  iWnndas *wdapted by Kajedra in consequicce.
The Tiruvalangudy plates siate (bt he gotthy vanquisand 'tlaln of the Norih

to carry the sacred water ol the Gu and pooril iato callad
E:Ikulr ¥ Higuid g;nlhr of victary "—ihe gras! task In {bn ssighbourhsod now
o a4 (ha ' Goldes [ake.

W
(2l The ber Chols was Virasekhar, tha mbrersion gl whoss rale, wai
t sbatr by “T'm Mayak, tha louader of tre Madura Nayak dyosaty in
sbomt A D 1530, Vade TFanjavari Andira Rajuls Chitritea, Mickomabe
Cullection M5, Nou 83%,'p, 52
(3§ T favurnvan Carling—A Telugy palo leal manmsripl in iboMschenis
eollection s the sourcs of valushle inlormatiay reparding the Nayab fericdd anil
of the sutseuoni soquest by ik Makrrit=

o

T o
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4 THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TANJORE.

with a view to the restoration of a deposed Raja,
Salyaji. In AD. 1758 it was attacked by the French
under Lally, and retaken by Colonel Joseph Smithin A- D.
1773. In AD. 1776 the Tanjore Raj had become a
protected State under the East India Company, its then
ruler Tuljajee becoming a dircet ally of the British,
Haidar's devastations followed in AD 1781 In AD.
1799 Tanjore became a British principality and its ruler
Saraloji 11 was given the fort of Tanjore and an area oul-
side it, His successor Sivaji died on Oclober 29. A.D.
1855 without a male heir, direct or collateral, and with
him the royal house became extinot. The Tanjore country
thus passed directly under the British, its acquisition
“never costing the British Government the life of a
single soldier, nor the valueofa single rupee,” in the
same manner as the Mahraltas had faken the country
previously from the Nayaks,

Of the various rulers of the country,the Cholas scem
to hiave left in the Great temple of Sri Brihadisvara a
striking relic of their genius. This pagoda is * by far the
grandest in India " 2 No traveller to the East, especially
to South India has missed a visit to this great edifice or
failed to be impressed by its majesty and beauty.
Successive Viceroys, Commanders-in-Chief, Provincial
Governiors, statesmen, politicians, philosophers and globe-
trotters have paid tﬂeir homage to this monument of
Dravidian architecture. The visitors' book maintained

(3) Vede paia 1881 Leter datnd 64b November 1853 from ks fesldeny, ut
Tanjore to the Chisi Secrmamry th Goversment, Fare St. Georgst ™ Tha Governe
memt will dacide as he justice of tbe dnughtar's claim and on the policy ef
ainaining thie Raje In considecing the Quientlon, they will mol . hose sight of the
manner in which we becama g&mzd 4l Tanjore— i1 ks not a congu countey,
lts acquisition mever cosl Aha Briluh Goverr mem the lile ol o single eolilier nor
thie valun of & ningls rupes, (he cry ol the orphans was never lenrd nos was ihe
1ear of Widow ever ubed, when s paly of § conntry passed from ihe fajsh
1 the hands of cur Covetement 1o fhe {eriy ymars doriey which'we have beld
pomesion we bive in rouod susbirs drmwn from f1a total sevenis of po less
than mnﬂ jroves or as many milliom sterling, Neithier Surfoges or Sivajoe
fver Afered the cenillisd| bindined'so onr peacosine s lemenl of the country oz
ia any dgpree whattver dapuned Ireom tﬁ: stricins wllerence b5 ibe  Tresty.
Thaly it desarves considararion Liye k= Gominment ahatl act townsds (e fas

desendunt sl s rayal lige, ta & diugbiar of thioss who, when thair 3l was pecdsd
ware alwayw our firm gilice,'’

bl Wide Ennyclopeifin Brillanies, Vol, IT, p. 395, 0th ediifpon.
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THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TARJORE. 3

at the temple contains the signatures of a host of royal
personages, and of peers, like Curzon, Kitchener and
Connemara (to mention only a few) and well-known
personalities like Keir Hardie, Ray and Gandhi. The |
temple stands within the small fort, commonly called the
Sivaganga Forl, ascribed to Sevvappa, the first Nayak ;
and, the big fort which encircles the city and the palace
was built by Vijayaraghava the last. 1t is possible that
these two forts are renovations of the much earlier Chola
fortifications.!

“To have conceived a great temple in that propors
tion, to have insured by cautious designing that beauty
was nol sacrificed to size and to have built it allogether
of very fine granite from Upana to Stupi ina city far
removed from any good quarry of building stome,? this is
the glory of Rajaraja andqhis architects.'” 11 is also note-
worthy that unlike other femples of the south, the temple
was built with all the necessary adjuncts. complete in the
lifestime of the founder, Rajaraja Chola [ (A.D. 955—
1014) himself * on a well defined and stately plan which
was persevered in till its completion”  The construction
appears to have begun in the nineteenth year of his
reign ; and, the only inscriptional evidence on which to
rely about the time when it was finished reads as follows:—

“In the twenty-fitth year of Rajaraja (A. D, 1002-10)
on the 257th day of the year the king handed over the
copper pot for thie finial at the top of the Vimana "—It
weighed about 233 Tbs,, and was overlaid with gold plate
of the weight of 29264 kalanju or nearly 35 Ibs. Troy. It
is thus seen that the temple was completed within a period
of six years when he was not occupied with any great
wars. The name *Sri Wajaraja' occurs first in his own
inscriptions of the nineteenth  year of his reign, his

(1) ® Gefla @ pleryd GRIsm st

frrsre Qeivs s Faisla "o amafaCaad. =
(Fmdmrous, 10)

{3} The sinhes ssew to have Lesn brought from he quoarries ol Mammalsi,
wight miles coutheeast wl “Trichinopoly, over a rond o mearly thivty mils.—
Tanjors Gaeefteir, . ITL &
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3 THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TANJORE.

surname being ‘' Rajakesarivarman. According 1o the
Kon gudesarayakkal, the king made certain Egts to the
Chidambaram temple in Saka 926(=A. 1. 1004) [tis
probable that the birudas * Sri Rajaraja "' and * Sivaps.
dasekhara” (one who has the feet of Siva as his crest)
were conferred on him by the temple aoihorities at
Chidambaram; and, this was perhaps the time when the
king conceived the idea of building the temple at Tanjore
and made arrangements (or ils construction.

Rajarajesvaram, as this lemple was named by its
founder, fills a large portion of the southern half of he
smaller fort, encircled by a moat on the east and
west, by the new Mettur channel (originally 2 moat info
which the channel has been let) on the south, and, by
the Sivaganga gardens on the nporth. The temple is
entered by an imposing gateway on the east, on either
side of which stand two small shrines dedicated to Gana-
pati-and Subrahmanya, and [urther on through another
gopura 90 feet high. This way leads inlo an ouler court,
used as an arsenal (for a time) by the French in' A, D.
1772, and thirty years therealier, again|by the English.
A second and more handsome gopura further on leads
into the main court in which the temple is built, The
court is about 300 feet long and 250 feet broad, is well
paved with brick and stone, and is surrounded on ull
sides by a cloister (8 5#a5 puraflms),  The eastern and
southern wings have now the temple yaga-sala, kitchen,
store rooms and feeding halls The western and northern
wings have Sivalingas consecrated therein, and there
are pamnlings over these walls depicting the sixty-four
sacred sports of Siva, [t is noteworthy that for all the
vicissitudles the temple has passed through, il has suffered
roemarkably little damage. The oufer measurements of
the temple are 793 feet by 397 fect.  (Vide Plan),

The main shrine of Sri Bribadisvara, the Great
God Sameensied, stands al the western end of the main
court. 1t comprises five divisions—(1) Garbhagrih@ or
the Sauncium Sanclorum and the corridor around it,
(2) Ardha-Mandapa, (3) Maha-Mundapa with the gpen
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THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TANJORE. 7

aisles, (4) Stapama-Mandapa with the shrine of Sri
Tyagaraje, (3) Narthaua-Mandapa for the temple
paraphernalis; where servants wait, (6) Vadya-Mandapa
and portico for the musicians. It has three main portals
named Keralanlakan Gazonsigsae—Rasarasan sresrass
—and Tirvanukkan Somaswsss, These portals are
guarded c‘? Dwarapalakas or guardians of the gate.
They are of huge proportions, and of exquisite workman-
ship. There are several sets of these in the temple, seven
of them 18 feet by 8 feet. They are all monoliths, and
in some instances are of very high artistic menit, especi-
ally those at the entrance to Sri Subrahmanya temple,
which are of polished gneiss.

The Sipalinga of Sri Brihadisvara is probably the
arandest in existence.  This image was originally called
Adavallan' fone who 1s able to dance),  Another name
was Dakshina-Meru Vitankan Both the names ocour
in Tiruvisaippa as the names of the deity at Chidam.
baram. It 15 possible, that these names given to the chief
image in the temple, indicate that the Saiva creed derived
its support at the time munly [rom Cludambaram.!
Rajaraja calls the image Rajarajesvaramudaiyar,—" The
Lord of Rajarajesvaram.” The deities are now known
as Sri Brihadisvara, the great God, and Sri Brihanna.
yaki, the great goddess—a Sanskril rendering of the
original Tamil hames Sumsee v and Puilinre®,
The tower over this shrine is named Dakshing-Mern
after the abode of Lord Siva al Kailas, the Unlara-Meru.
The religious rituals in this temple follow the Makuta-

gama.t

1) Wajnraja’s grest Adather Paravsiba I bl disiingndslied himae'l by
joni (0 ihe, Chilxmboram temple. He bad eiibor built or =1 e
ired f4e Gidides Hall &b (e plnce, [t waa (berofore uite sriural that Hajn.
m;: shonld wy 1o imiiate hiv lamaus ancestor o Hibn evetbon g (fag imost sagred
Sivi evigle in Souili [odia: * Praciical e by appests 19 bave besn i everything
Ve (U, (e Mieig wah pot lorgedfisl of hla caplial, Tssjorn where Be wanied 1o
Anmonsrale lie davation to the Saives religioe, and accosdlegly bulkea winpls
there.  In order to perpetunte the tide ™ Szi Hajarajs © which be mow bave
prized vty lughly, the teiigle was callcd " Rajurajesvaram ',

i1} Vide Tunjore Puloce Sarsawarl Makial Library M3, Grusitha—=%o. 15260
apd Hurnell's Hit Mo, 11428,
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Sri Tyagaraja, also called Vitankar, worshipped
within a portion of the Stapana-Mandapa, is the patron
deity of the Cholas. The legend goes that their mythi.
cal progenitor Chola Muchukuntan helped Indra against
the asuras, for which help, he was presented with seven
mmages of Tyagaraj, which he installed in the seven holy
places of Tiruvarur, Tirunagaikkaronam, Tirukkareyil,
Tinikkolili, Tirumaraikkada, Tirunallaru and Tiruvamur
which are known to this day as the Sapfa-Vilanka.
Kshelras. Rajaraja was a devoul worshipper at Tiru-
varur ere he buill this gréat lemple, .'lilJ: consecrated
Sri Tyagaraja at Tanjore also, as a mirk of his own piety
and in commemoration of the exploits of his celebrated
ancestor.!

All'around the main shrine are scattered mundapas
and smaller shrines. The great vimana is of the Dravida
style of archilecture® It rises to a height of about 216
feet, a tower of fourteen storeys, finely decoraled with
pilasters, niches, and images of the gods of the Hindu
pantheon. The basement of the structure which sup-
poris the tower i5 S6 feet square. The sikhara, or
cupolic dome is octagonal in shape and crowns the

1) This Is hoenn ot alss by e many similarittes o worahip foood i
both emples  the docarion cof ‘Sei Tyagnrajn's) slirioe adjacent to ihe
central dolty, thenumy of Vinnkar given w Tragarafs, the sfepamatens or
dznee the  peculiar =Agrred and ederrd (mosics] sccompabimanis ) as

dgAraja, s ol in) tha ewsania lestivities of eightesa days. and pafa at
Tyaigaraja'u shrioa i prisrlly ta the eeatral drity.  Thess ohiervancss apjrac
10 ﬁhmi'nm mﬂﬂh:l I.hritilh:ﬁ}ﬂﬂ ax anginally in Touvnrue nod are followsil
o y i 1. thay snniered. a temporary inmweraption during tha N ivak
pariods and wers rélitored By 1hn Mq.hulpuo:. >, y

(=) Burnell sy in his pamphilet ' Tho (Great Tenigle of Tanjdre™ ¢ This
siyle teose indar the Chols or Tanfore Kings fo the [iih Cerurs, A'D wies
pearly o'l the great temyiles t9 Sivain Sonth India wars buili and if continnad in
e il TR and 13ch ' Contiitios Jaring which if great {emples 10 Vihau
ware arselel,  Up in'the bigihoing of e 10 Century thme temples semained
Blmoet anelaseed bt st tha tme pl Somb India became wubject 10 the Kinga
of Vijayanagar, and mme of 1hese pated Keishoa Rava (1539-38), rebailt or added
1o most’ ol th great sevipted of ile Soath, Thechisd (sardrs ol the acchitectire
&l s deter period s the comtirction of the enormoas gagwramy wiich nre so
conspicolne 21 (Coojeevaram, Chijdambaram zad Sei . Al (hess wes
budlt by Krishinaraya :© thoy donot losm gart of the nal styla, bt wem
livhendad ks EorliBeations to protect the ahrines from {oreign invaders, and cortnin
&lﬂdﬂ ﬂ:mi ur:b:l H?ﬂi firui ﬂl:“u;l:md on the Malammades

waafan Jig, AL, Al 1y Thres i Gtylss o' Tampla- Archi=
tecinrn, " —Bullsiin of (he Madms Mosenm, B “

®

&"gﬂ‘
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vimana. The gilded Kalasa (finial) over it is 123 feet
high. It is believed the sikhara and the stupi throw no
shadow on the ground. The dome rests on a single
block of granite 25% feet square. Two Nandis, each
measuring 6% feet by 54 feet beautify each corner of the
stone which s estimated to weigh about 80 tons, and
believed to have been conveyed to the top of the tower by
means-of an inclined plane commencing from Sarapallam
{(scaffold hollow) four miles north-east of the city.

The village takes its name from the above event,
and around the stone several legends have collected. It is
said, that this monolith was lying n the courtyard of a
devutee, a cowherdess, 22 miles away, who longed to
contribute it to the great temple then under construc.
tion, that God expressed His acceptance of the gift ina
vision to the devotee and simultaneousty to the King!
It was accordingly placed on top of the tower by the
orders of the King, who, in admiration of the piety of
the woman built a temple at her place and called it
Darasuram £

A story besides is told of how another cowherdess
and devotee Alagiya Nayaki by name, a vendor of bulter-
milk to the artisans at work on the tower, supplied from
her courtyard a keystone for this great slab to rest upon,

'} Vide Brikadisvira-Mahatmya—Cliapters KV—XVII
't.l'du: Mahatorra -:oqﬂu g:m furiler :nppnrl by Muloyvidwan Meonabahil.
sundwram Pillal =—
W gimuur? Egeldur vuiCarQus rmalbidg,
Crimusnri & jigisi Basssme
wyriyrreeis ' —BEen- 8o - 5
also by the author of Asieed GuseyaLraee ;—
b Chreair afi

s BymQarar gralei sy Fur = ud
s Rl Cuodra aisrar aigrar » =70,
(i) Dnrastiram is belliyved by some aia carrapted form of the original nams
Rajarajoswaram, il
The Sri Afvavadescars iemple al Darasaeam,  forl from the Kailway
Station of the mame W aboat 1wo milss soulb-wesl _:rlw‘gtumhhuum Tha
puranic teadition of the temple i different, though the _rn-f.riflllnm spedk of the
desty as Sri Hajsrajesvaramudayar . and Cholas, Rajadhicaia (A L2, 1016235} and
Kulotiunga T {aD, 1670-11885 bal much (o do with i cosstroctiosd. or
rotmbly renovaiion. . This temple has some of ihe best stone carvipgs la South
Fnrdh sl s warthy of w visit.  Vide Annual Heport for fpigraphy, 1998 and
1930 far details, i
2

.
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in appreciation whereol the Chola gifted certain lands
m-and around the Tanjore City, the last vestiges of which
found mention tll lately in the Government paimash
accounts, as Alagi-kulam and Tottam, the locality
occupied now by the Panagal Buildings of the Tanjore

. District Board and {he Sri Bésant Lodge of the Theoso-

phical Society. A counterpart of this great slab of black
granite though of a smaller size 18 feel by 161 feet by 2
feet 13 inches, is to be seen under the marble statue of
Sarafoji 1Lby Chantrey in the Nayak Durbar Hall of the
ij'ﬁg'ﬁPgl;ge, Ml |

(OF the smaller structures inside the temple court,
the shrine.of Sri Subrahmanya in the north-west corner,
those of ‘the = goddess Sri  Brihannayaki, and Sri
Chandesvari, and the colossal monalith figure of Nandi,
the sacréd Bull, ppposite the doorway of the main: build-
ing dre worthy of “mention,

The stirine of Sri- Subralimanyi consists of 2 toswer
55-feet high, raised on a Base 45 [eet stjuare, covered
with delicately carved figures, pillars and pilasters and
carried on along a corridor 50 feet long, communicating
with another mundapa 50 fect square to the east. Flights
of steps lead up 1o either side of the shrine, but the
principal entrance 15 fo theieast.  This last gives access
to the second piltared mmr,u_iura. the walls of which, are
decorated with the portrails of the late Maliratta rulers of
the country. This shrine has been pronounced to be
*.as exqliisite a piece of detorative architecture asis to
be found in the South of India,” and ™ a perfect gem of
carved stone work, the tooling of {he stone in the most
exquisitely delicate and elaborate patterns, remaining as
clear and sharp. as the day it left the sculptor’s -hands,”
This shrine is not' relerred to in the inscriptions, and
cannol be contemporancous with the main temple. Its
correct place in the evolution of Dravidian temple archi-
tecture, would be “‘modern”, giving it a date not
carlier than A.D. 1600%, 11 is popularly believed that this
i of the Nayak period. and a reverential contribution of

Ak Be= |, Dubaenil, Arehieclogic Sud de 1, fnde, Vol
Rajaraja bad wet up ooily voe s ol Sl.ll.l'rl.mu.lty;. g If‘:n {",;L Iii,"ﬁri.hlxm“
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THE GHEAT TEMPLE AT TANJORE, 11

the Chief Sculptor who while absorbed in work, having
unwittingly accepted betel (pan-supari), at the hands of
his sovereign, who had gone there unobserved to watch
the progress of work, wanted to explate that sin by cons-
tructing this masterpiece of art. Arunagiiar has three
invocatory verses in_praise of this SriSubrahmanya in
his Tirnppugal.  (Vide Appendix G—for text).

“Fhe shrine of the Goddess Sri Bribannayaki is
clearly a later addition, constructed in the second year of
1 Konerinmaikondan—probably a later Pandya of the
thirteenth century. Itis said the original shrine of the
goddess, was located in. the adjoining Sivaganga gardens
in the north-western corner of the fort, and it was laler
removed to the main courtyard of the temple by one of
the Nayaks, In front of this shrine facing the main
temple, stands of tall fag-staff (dliwaja-stambha), the
covering of which is cast i coppen The lower

rlion is encased in i sqguare é:ie{:e- and each of the
our sides depict characteristic Saiva figures.

The shrine of Ganapati in the south.western corner
of the court is of the time of Sarafoji I1'; that of
Nataraja {Adavallan) in the north.eastern corner within
a plain looking. mandapa, is also of a subsequent date.

Tl shrine of Chandesvara, on the northern central
compound is the only one put up contemporaneously
with the main temple of Rajaraja *

Vide Byl Rejr 193¢ Na: 430, “ Seyen images wl Capnpatis are =ld 10
tave been set np by Hajaajs, twd In the dancing posture, | seuted chme
furtabily and the remaining (v ptaniting. In delicating |lﬁ: i Ganapatl we
-ur:m!mm- sre meatiohed, iz, Alsiyalin Fillayar and Parivaslalyatiy
Plllayar, The lprmer was girobably in thin central shiciee, and dhe latterio ibe
mnolimre hall =80 F 4 T dniro, ]

(%) Canmidestara—One ol tha sisty-throe Saiva saing 3 comidersd e
liave Deon made he chisl ol Gaits devotees by God Siva. Ha s assigoed &
shiiie and on Usogursld ji'acs Tu avery” S mmplee ** In epigraphial secords,
all tramsactioas conpected with Sl wmples am representod e laving besa
madi [u tha yame of Chendssvass, In the caee of endowmments mails to Siva
tweplua, thie documenits warm aned to be drawn op in the nume of Chandesvara
T amy lind belonglag Lo the temjin bad to b sold Clandewara is snted to have
acceptail the price af land paid by the purcheser. In lact bm was lnutgﬂ npam
gt e mammger of the tomple.. This office Chandesvars may be consHlersd to
be holding sves. io this day, Ahy worshipper visitinga Siva femple han ta
appoar al (ho Chandesvarn slirine Bafire leaving the lempls promises, and ciap

banis, evidenily to sty the God that jo it mklng nwaly any lempls
proparsy, with Him."—§, £, ¥, 11; Intro.



12 THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TANIORE.

The enclosing wall and the cloister adjuncts (Tiru-
chehurrumaligal, Sopdspgurefians) to Lhe main temple
appear to have been buill under the supervision of a

rahm' n military official, Dandanayaka Krsnan Raman
Mummudi Chola Brahmarayan' The Sri Dakshinamurti
sanctum, with the image as originally enshrined in one
of the niches of the wvimana, abutting the south wall of
the main temple, and approached by a steep flight of
twenty.one stone steps, 1s a distinctly later addition.
The Marathi inscriptions in the temple dated Saka 1723
(=A. D. 1801-2) state that Sarfoji Maharaja purified and
reconsecrated the temple in* A, 18012, executed
elaborate repairs to the shrincs of Ganesa, Subrahmanya,
Goddess Brihannayaki, Sabhapati, Dakshinamurti and
Chardesvars, built one or two new mandapas, and
renovated the pratara walls, the temple kitchen and the
fooring of the courtyard.

The great Nandi (See Plate) within an elaborately
worked Nayak mandapa is massive and striking, bat
not particularly well carved. Its height is over 12 feet,
its length 194 feet and its breadth 81 feet. This is
said to be the second biggest, the first being the one
at Lepakshi, in Hindupur Taluk, Anantapur District.
The Tanjore Nandi is a monolith weighing about 25 tons,
and the stone is said to have come from a bed of gneiss
al the foot of the Pachchaimalai, near Perambalur in
Trichinopoly District. Another version is that the stone
was br t over from the bed of the Narmada in the
north. I'here is a tradition that the Nandi is impercep-
tibly growing in size with the progress of time. It was
feared it might become too large for the mandapa erect.
ed over it and a nail was driven into the back of it, and
since, is size has remained stationary. Another tradi-
tion says that it grew fo its present size due to the
presence of a live toad within the massive gneiss, but

w' Fﬂé:.pl. Yol, 11 I]n"l, Nos, ::1‘ I AS,
i ergusson, 1, p. 306, alio Anetal Repori far Epi by, Mom, 415-
424 ol 192234, For the cantents of ihe loag msaription, & -;“F;T:i {m of wihich

Is publisted t5 Rao Suhib T. Sambamonrthi Has 1907, Vidle Appendly I —2A
_note on Sarfogi 1T, and his insctiptions, Rim bl Lo 2
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that the creature was discovered and removed to a sacred
pand near by, named after this event vaw®s Fidsi!, a
spot now covered over, and rebuill in the lorm of a well
on the northern prakara near the Sabhapati. mandapa.
wo portrait slatuesques on the front pillars of the Nandi
mandapa are pointed oul as those of Sevvappa (the first
Nayak ruler) and of his son Achyutappa Nayak.

Beliind the main temple, and under the shade of a
Neem and a8 Mandarai is a modern-looking shrine, dedi-
cated to o great Sididla, Karuvur Devar, popularly known
as Karavurar, The Karur Sthala Purana narrales how
the saint helped Rajaraja Chola in the installation of the
greal Brihadisvara Sivalinga in the sanclum sanclorum
at the time of the consecration of the temple. A place
appears to have been assigned to him for this reason, in
the temple court. The Saint's Ffru-Isaippa lyrics, sung
in praise of this temple and its presiding Lord is a
classic on the subject, and, gives valuable information
regarding the temple and its times. Karuvurar is held in
high veneration, and is believed towork miracles to his
devotees. Thursdays are held sacred for his worship,
and, his shrine attracts large crowds ol devotees. The
present building 1s said to have been raised on the
original platiorm by devotees about thirly years ago.

The temple though completed as planned by Raja.
raja | in his own time (A, D). 1003-10), has undergone
varions changes. renovations and repairs in the course of
the many centuries thal have elapsed, at the hands of
successive Hindu rulers, whose sole object seems to have
been to enrich and beautify the great temple, and to
gather merit for themselves. [t will be seen that the
temple as the centre of the city al that time, had around
it, the usunl saplavithis or prakaras within and without
the fort, The outer prakaras had gone inlo disuse and
were discarded with the declining fortunes of the cily, a
necessilty having arisen some time laler, to fake the
temple processions around the city itself, instead of as in
every other place around the temple.

i) Ann. Ep. Kep, 1934, No. 419, .
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There is a peculiarity about the sculptures in the
temple. Many of the malifs on the Lopuras are drawn
from Vaishnavite legends, while a large number in the
court yard are drawn from Suivite legends. . There are
also some scanes from the Buddha's life; (see plate)
such as the Buddha's enlightenment, depicted on the
outer castern side of the parepet enclosing the broad
flights of steps to the south of the temple. [t is evident

from the famons  Leyden Grant,' that Rajaraja, a devout
Saivite, (his banner crest being that of ‘Nandi, the
attendant.in-chiel of Siva) bestowed the village of Anai.
mangaliumn and other endowments on the Buddhist Cuda-
mani vibara in Negapatam, built by the Sailendra king,
Sti Mara Vijayotlunga-Varman, Ri Jaraja had also set up
an image of God Vishny called * Mahavishnukkal* and
presented three images of Vasudaya® to the temple. A

01 Tho Wardic Kalkrajs, the lamp of ihe Chala tamiily, whine Imum:é wag
bouecied b Mg wlivering prests of all mirth-lords, bote the benvy hurden | of the
werlll sith b azma quishining e beaoty of ihe bady o thn serpan;
king, Hl’l'IﬂFbumiled ¥ thevilaur of il swn arm the kipgs of Pandya,
Dulo, | Kerly, e oy biog. sndl Saiyasraya, and biving mken thafe
elephsngs, steeds, jewels and kmgdamn, ho [Humived: by hls ixme even the
ten direotions, mil ‘Hnm‘ ecaipuereld of e cabntrien, hal Hivjarmja snkin
all the Kings: ofl iy iribistary, thai Tudia! of King, ol hajpbily dn bis
Dwm city, even & the, world sdored Indrm i tha bz , Feom. tha
minintain cglobizatnd for il Hperising of ol dewlbtamysd (the wnr)’ from
1!tub-uutlwrn u.:-m:I1 1, L 1::1 Astachala muun'l-n.lln' and :mh -lﬁa:l.r HLI.MtBﬂ'
om by Sambhy, (e A benioon (he prossgvailon of 1t - Ewp e "
it order ‘l;h enjoy '-|::njr'cujurm-nu. il retouree fn his i id ot fesy
by the shuree of) tewmporicy and: eleri ThappineE - aiad bermnse (it nohis
iug besame in many way the rq:faaqui;. ) ulplﬁn devos] 14 ik lee) thprea
fore the goud o serth caleliraiy of metsursiiln povwers as (M qrqnt
He, who s senn: ot shares sl all atte and clencey, whons footstoal i |
yellow by the sicdam of myv from tie faninfons gems et In g besntifal
worlddn dladere 4 e whnl’: clecle of ki, Rimrmja Hajhesarivarmai, iho
coeal jowal of Kabatrizas o the ywnaty-fivat year af hin cww universal  rule,
i ihn et mana:f rmmed  Valnaifn, _|lu-'.-glr' lahabited weid shinipg as an
nrrasnt o the while 'world [n the dividen o Pattanakkurou, ja e fawn
reaplondent willl sy temples, chonltrins,  water places, wod riiveg, i
ahiniog with sanifild rows af mansintie—Sugirgiinm ; by G5y ﬁhn*ﬁhjnuum
vatmmn, san ol Chudanasivarmar, posshess)’ o the ‘entien sciungce of royal
poliy, wha, by virtun of his omn. WA W girn fo) b Gods, who was
the ray.gnetaniliel (i) ta (he Jotus groves of fhe wie, mid a qug-mma
Vi vs meady, sprang fronm the Suhudnptmilp asd e lord of the Seivishya
soumry, who ded ol the Miksradhvaju, wsvgmed tardalitf over
Kainka, [ty -.-It?-‘mum-. he (iho Kitgl gave in ihe Lheidhs duealling
e the exceedingly nlitni {:hu-!mu.nnmuwmlﬂ. 0 named  afer s
own fatlior, whost greatmess  gu loftinoss  wurpasses  Kaoakagini (Mers)—
i village Aunimsatgnlam, bn thay mame popaloos diMeict numed innakhurre,
:.I;n:*rmmh.rhm w;rmmdnﬂ; -:ami the ﬁ’rﬂl: of a muhz elephant **

L Ul N &, Valume IV, pp. 21l6-118,

(3 Vide 5. 7, 1., Vol 11, Mo 54 5o arsay Vi 12
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close study of the sculptures has yet to be made. In the
mednwhile, the probable inference could only be, that
the great Chola was no bigol, and, that this is an instance
of the extreme tolerance that prevailed in the age, in
which it was erecled, before the different sects became
antagonistic.

Another peculiarity is that, on the northern side of
the main vimana, four human figures are descried, rising
one above another in a line.  The lowest is much larger
than the other which gradually decrease in size, finally
terminating in a man’s head crowned by a bowler hat
(see plate). Tradition has il that the mason in charge
of the construction—Soma Varma by name—an inspired
one from Conjeevaram—carved the figures of a Chols, a
Nayak, a Mahratta snd an European, toshow the prospec-
tive line of rulers of the Choladesa in succession. It 15
probable that the European figure, and cerfain of the
Vishnavite figures were erected by the later Nayaks
(builders of most of the Vaishnavite temples in the
district) and that “they were assisted by a Dane or
Danes shortly before or shortly after the acquisition of
Tranquebar by that nation in A. D. 1620." Hemingway
thinks that the European figure may be that of Roeland
Crape, the pioneer of Dutch enterprise in the country, as
it seems not unlikely that he assisted the Nayaks in their
buildings.

Yet another version? is that the European figure
represents Marco Polo, the great Venetain traveller to the
East: He had travelled widely in China and was also for
‘some time Governor ol Canton. His influence was so
great that the Chinese thought it fit to introduce his
hgure among the statuary of the Buddhas on the tower
of the " Temple of the Five Hundred Buddhas™ in
the city of Canton. Aboul the time of the repairs or
improvements to this great temple by alater ruler, Marco
Polo might have passed through South India on lus way
back home (A.D. 1288.93).) The traveller’s fame and

1) Me, B Foalkos, M.T.C:, of Mailara - who had been to Cantes somehes
{ar thy remarkable resemblance betwess (ho Ggnre there aml the one at Tanjorn,

-
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the jubilation that attended his journey should haye
impressed the then reigning monarch so much that he
perpetuated the great traveller’s figure on the vimana,

The Chola fresco-paintings discovered recently by
Mr. 8. K. Govindaswami of the Annamalai University |
within  the circuma mbulatory corridor of the Ardia-
mandapa are of great interést, This discovery is an
event ol considerable importance to the history of South
Indian Painting. They are the first Chola specimens yot
discovered. Since {le discovery of the Pallaya paintings
in the Sri Kailasanathaswami temple in Conjeevaram by
Dr. Jouveau Dubreuil, the Pallavas held exclusively the
palm for mural paintings in the Tamil country, and the
Cholas may now be belicved to divide the honours equally
with Pallavas, not only in South Indian architecture and
scalpture but in Soutl Indign painting,

The passage of the corridor is dark, and the
enthusiast finds the walls on either side covered with two
layers of paintings from Hoor to ceiling, Those of the
upper laver are of the Nayak period, as cerfain
labels in Telugn characters mention the names of
Sevvappa and Achyutappa and others. The Chola
frescoes lie underneath, 1t may be. that in the hands of
successive rulers, a Nayak thought it necessary to repaint
the walls and the painter covered the older paintings by
A thin coat of plaster and executed his own work
therenn,

The layer is now crumbling down in places, reveal-
ing the old wanderful [rescoes underneath, The west
and north walls alone have so far vielded inferesting
gitturm. They are each divided into two equal parts
¥ niches that on the north wall containing a monolith
figure of Siva as Sadyojatamurti dancing, and that on
the west wall containing 2 monolith figure of Gangadevi,

An ardent spirit of Saivism s expressed in the
Chala frescoes. They probably synchronise with the

— “I- l.-ﬁu- "I't;liiil_:_l-lm-'- A'FEI |1_. 1031, slao 5 M Govindsswami, * Tha
Trumcoes of ahe  Deiliadivims emple &t Tanjore—Sourmal af the Ammamalal
Univernity, April 1033, i b-10,




Largs Monolith Sadyojstamuril (0 Wi inoes prakars.
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completion of the temple by Rajaraja. Sawvism was at
its height at the time, and the Cholas were pre-cminently
n{{tt;;lll‘ailh. A few of these pictures are catalogued
be P

1. *Siva in his abode of Kiilasa. Siva is sitting
inan easy pose on a tiger skin with a band passing
round his waist and the right knee, The front right
arm is geacefully resting on the righl knee while the
other arms are nob clearly visible. A fantastic crew of
ugly dwarfs possibly tlie Sivaganas arc pamted behind
him. A bull is lying couchant near Siva. At the
opposite end of fhe picture a group of devotees mostly
rishis can be found. Midway between Siva and the
devotees a couple of dApsarasas are dancing.  Siva is:
painted red, and there is a rishi who is of bluish com-
plexion.

2, “Saints Sundara and Ceraman, This group is
just below the former. The centre is occupied by a
fast moving white elephant, a four tusker, and 3 youthful
rider is seen mounted on i, He has a pair of small
eymbals which are used to keep time while singing
devotional hymns.  Another man sqtltan:l}r l'i;uili is
majestically riding on a_prancing white horse which
leading the elephant. Both the animals are watlin‘:ﬁ_‘_""'
through what looks like a river. Fishes and other
aquatic creatures are shown as swimming in the river.
At the right and the left top corners of the picture,
groups of celestial beings are painted, half hidden by
clouds. The right group consists of a pair of dancing
Apsarasas and of Gandharvas showering lotus s on
the riders below, ssunding big cymbals and playing on
the mridange and kotti mattala, The left group
consists of three or four rishis dimly visible through a

film of dirt.

(1) Ses 'Cola Painting” by 8, E. Govindwwwmi, Journal of the Indian

Soclety of Driental Ard, HPT'H.'I{'}. 1934, Caloittn, Also * The Colun’ by Prafasar

K. A. Nilnkanis Sastry, 1 tmww exatnitied the paiotings round the gurhhagriva

of the Tanjore temple | |t seers possible that o stalwart royal ligure which rectirs

inmusy of ihoss grogps s the esntral fgore s that of Wajarapa himself, ansl ‘
iha paintings are #s old as the tmphs.” ;

3 |
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J. “Sainl Sundara and Siva. This picture is
painted below the above one. A group of men '
and old is assembled in a pillared hall. [n {hsic midst
two men are standing facing cach other. One of them
is an old man bent double with age. He is holding a
leal umbrella with one hand and with the other @
evidently shows what looks like a Kharjjura leaf. The
other is a youth, He stands in an attitade of respect
with hands folded. A whole zamut of feclings ranging
from indignation to scepticism is portrayed in the faces
of the assembled men.  T'o the right of this picture iy a
temple into which a crowd of men is hurrying.

4 “A domestic scene. The bslommost panel
respresents a few women engaged in cooking and other
culmary operations. A man prubably a labourer s
receiving food from a woman of the liousehold.

5. “Nataraja and his devotees. Oa the other
part of the west wall is painted this picture on a grand
scale. A large portion of it is still under the upper
layer of plaster, At the top, a part of the tiled roof of a
hall 1s visible, and it closely resembles the Kanakasaba
or the Golden Pavilion of the Nataraja temple al
Chidambaram., An outstretched left hand holding the
firc on its palm and a side of the sinuous body are the
ondy indications of a figure of Nalaraja. To the right of
this fragment, a stately personage is standing in the
pose of adoration. Thiree women with foldin hands
are standing in a line with him. Two men, with silver
mods in their hands are stationed outside the hall, and
evidently they are attendants, Below this  there is
another group drawn on a smaller scale. It consists of
four damsels in the worshipping atlitude. Still lower
down some men are painted in different poses of
adoration.

6. " On the wall upposite to the above panel there
are some fine drawings of the fair sex. They are in a
sad state of preservation. Two exquisitely shaped
women, with high cast fingers are seated in 4 graceful
pose.  Just below them three female heads with refined
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features are peeping through the opening in the upper

layer of plaster. By the side of this piclure, a bevy of

about a score of women is painted in a curious perspec-

tive. The whele group ison a small scale, too small

for mural pamnting, and the details are put in with a

ﬂruliuatu brush. The first three figures are splendidly
awn.

T, "Siva as Tripurantaka, Turning to the north
wall we meet with a grand picture. The design is
generous and  impressive.  The subject also lends itself
tosuch a treatment It is a battle piece founded upon
a furanic story, the destruction of the Aswras of
Tripuri by Siva, The centre is oceupied by the fhigure
of Siva which dominates the whole design, This isa
vigorous and powerful composition. Siva has a well
modeiled and massively buill body with eight mig,ht_y
arms wielding different weapons. He is kneeling on his
leftleg while the whole weight of the body is thrown
forward on the right leg which is bent inwards and
firmly planted on the scat of the chariol. An army of
Asuras is painted as facing Siva- They are muscular
dlen with fierce and fiery eyes fighting with & courage
inspired by fear and despair, Here and there in the
group are found weeping and terror-siricken women
clinging to the necks of warriors.

8. "Four god like faces. Four life sized heads
are pamnted on another part of the north wall. They
have kirita-mukutas and complexions of while; red,
vellow and green. [t is not clear what gods these
heads represent.”

North-West of the temple and wwithin the enclosure
of the small fort is the Sivaganga tank—the Ksheira.
Tirtha. There is a door way watched on either side
by figures of Kubera, on the northern main wall of
the temple. This leads into the Sivaganga Gardens,
and the tank therein from whicli was brought the tirtha
for the use of the temple.  Set within this tank, is a liny
island shrine dedicated to Sri Lokanatha [swara, also
known as Sri Sivalingaswami. Appar (A.D. VII Century)
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refers to this deity as the sopeme g gefammgsr in his
Tevaram hymns. It is possible that this shrine is much
earlier than the great temple built by its side by Rajaraja
with Sivaganga as the tirtha—Rigswe, [t is consider-
ed by some scholars that there was uo shrine of ancient
renown  on the present site of this Great temple and
that Tanjore had no place in the orthodox list of shrines
sung by the early apostles of Saivism ' A popular legend
says that Appar was refused admission into the temple 2
though the temple itsell came to be founded only three
centuries later ! Adjoining the tank on the east, and
within the fort, is a public garden, the Schwartz Church
on the western end, and a few modern public offices,*

To the north of the fort isthe Sevappa Nayakan
vivi—the fank of Sevvappa (A.D. 1544-72).  This tank
supplies waler to the Sivaganga tank.

The temple is assuredly a stupendous monument
of the religious instinct of its Immtﬂ:cr- The base and
various other portions of the temple are covered with
Grantha and Tamil inscriptions, almost all of which
have been copied by Hultzsah and Venkayya and
published in extenso by the Government Epigraphist
in South Imdian Inscriptions Y volume [I, parts 1.5,
and others noticed in the Annual reports of the Depart-
ment of Epigraphy. The enormous endowments in
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lands and gold made to the temple show that the great
Chola’s one sole object in the closing years of his life
was *to leave no want of the temple unsupplied.”
“Almost all the booty he ‘ra.:guired i wars he gave away to
the temple, ulensils required for the temple service, orna-
ments [or the various tmages in the temple; willages for
supplyinfg the temple with the requisite amount of paddy,
money for purchasing the various articles for temple
use nol omitling even camphor, cardamom seceds,
champaka buds and khus khus roots required for
scenting the bathing water of the gods; sheep, cows
and buffaloes for supplying the ghee required for lamps,
skilled musicians for singing the Tevaram hymns,
dancing girls, brahman servants for doing the menial
work in the temple, accountants for writing the temple
accounts, the temple treasurers, gold-smiths, carpenters,
washermen, barbers, astrologers and walchmen were
provided on a large scale.”

“Plie richest gifts that were made to the temple
were by the king himsclf, his elder sister Kundavai,
and his queens, * By the twenty-ninth year of his reign,
Rajaraja had perfecied his arcangements for the endow-
ments in perpetuity of the vast sums needed for the
lavish routine of daily requirements in the great temple.
He had presented among other valuables, gold articles
weighing 41,359 kalanju ' or roughly 487 lIbs. troy,
and jewels worth nearly 10,200 Rasu equal to half as
many kalanju in gold. He had also given silverware
of the total weight of 50,650 kalanju, ncarly 600 Ibs.
troy, He had set apart lands in several villages through-=
out his extensive dominions, including Ceylon, * yielding
an annual income of 1,16/000 kalams of paddy, valued
at the then prevailing prices at 58,000 kasm, besides
a cash income of 1,100 kasu.

i He had formed two long streets, the northern and
the southern Talicceris seféled (strects of the temple)
running cast to west, and inhabited by four hundred

tl! A pon UKalanju) was about &8 graine in Hajarnja s ume—Vide Codring=
Coing and Corrancy, A pos was equal (0 1w Kazua.
(2} Ep. Rep, 1015, 11, Ins. 92=Cayloen called Mwernli Sole-Mandatam,
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dancing women impressed from the other Talicceris m the l
Cola country and provided each with one house and one

weli of land veilding an annual return of 100 kalams of

called & pan gu (share). About 180 such pangus
had been set apart for the maintenance of no fewer than
212 male servants for the temple comprising dancing
masters, musictans, drummers, barbers, goldsmiths
tailors, accouniants, and soon, Among these were three
persons to sing the driyam (Sanscrit) and four others to
sing the Tamil, terms which seem to imply that already
the sacred hymus of the Tamil saints had received recog.
nition as Drawda Vedam and claimed equal rank wit
the Vedas. The king's elder sister, Parantakan Kun.
davai Alvar, as she 15 called in the inscriptions gave
gold of the weight of nearly 10,000 kalanju, and
jewels and ulensils of the value of about 18,000 kasu.
Others—queens and high officials in the roval service—
made other gifts recorded with equal care and precision
on the stone walls and pillars of the temple. When
we recall the nature and extent of the efforls and sacri-
fices that must bave gone to the comstruction of this
magnificent temple, the number of servants and attes.
dants dependent on it after it came up, the method by
which these were recruited from the difierent parts of the
Cala kingdom and the precise rules laid down for the
regular maintenance of their supply, and the manner in
which numerous villages all over the empire were linked
up with the daily routine of the temple by having to send |
supplies to it on aceount of lands held or as interest
on sums borrowed from the temple at various times:
when we consider, further, how all the learming and
the arts that llourished in the counfry were impressed
into the service of the temple, we cannot fail to observe
how the Great temple came to hold, from its very inceps
tion & prominent place in the polity of the land. The
temple was meant to dominate Tanjore as Tanjore domi-
nated the rest of Sputh India at the time: it was, indeed,
the masterpiece of Rajaraja’s rule) '/

= —

i1} Prol. K. A, Nilakanita Sastrl—The Ecotomy ol a Spoth Tadian Templo in
the .oln pericd—Mataviys Commemortios Volume 1832, py. 308 .
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That Rajaraja was himself conscious of the grandeur
of his nndertaking is seen from the very first record
to be engraved on the upper ticr of the Northern and
Western walls of the Fimana'! The royal Command*
is issued on the twentieth day of the twenly-sixth year
of his reign from his palace at Tanjore calling upon his
officials ‘' to engrave on the sacred central walls of the
Sri Vimana of the stone temple to Rajarajeswara raised
by us in ‘Tanjavur, gifts by ourselves, by ourelder sister,
by our gueens and by others:"

This grand achievement of Rajaraja must have
created an admiration for him in the minds of his sub-
jects, and the several incidents connected wilh its
foundation and equipment,—his martial exploits and
military achievements not excluded,—appear by them-
selves to have become the theme of a popular story,
For in the fourth year of Rajaraja’s son and successor,
Rajendra Chola (A.D. 1023.55) a provision is found in
Ins. No. 672 on the outside of the north. enclosure fora
daily allowance of paddy to be given from the treasury
of the temple to Santik-kuttam Tiruvalan Tiremudu-
- kunran alias Vijayarajendra Acaryan and his troupe
(vargattar) of actors who had to enact a drama called
the Rajarajesvara Nalaka in the temple on the occa-
sion of the Vaikasi festival; and, for another for the
reading of ** Rajaraja Vijayam" '] These works have
been lost, and instead, a Sarabhendra-Bhupaia Kura-
vanchi-Nalaka is enacted in the temple on the eighth
day of the Chitra festival, ever since ihe days of Chhatra-
pati Sarafoji 11 (A.D. 1798-1832). The hero of the piece
is the Rajah Sarafoji himsell, and the author, Kottmyur
Sivakolundu Desikar, a court-poet of eminence *

(1) 8. 41, 1, tnun, p. 14 ) W - =
(1) Vida Appendis. * A Mole s Rajurajs the Greal far 4 lext. of the MscTip=

(N300, 1.

(1) An Bf, Hep, 1931, .44, Ine, 120, . )

{9 An sxgellent edidon ol the awilior's works, Garlmogyd Pad
Ql'i]fij ajili ljﬂ.li‘j-ﬁ‘ﬂ.‘ el by Malnmatwpsdyaoya Dne V.
Summinatha Ayvar, 1031, s ;lubluﬂﬂl by Seilaari Kagivasl ~ Sesminabs
Swamigal of Tirmppamndal Sut

tinn
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* The Kiravanchi is a variety of theme dance. The ]
story consists of the romantic love of a lovely woman
for Sarafoji. The imagination of the poet weaves a
highly laudatory story, of the glory and grealmess of
the reigning Mahratta ruler. A peculiar feature of the
work: is songs set to music. besides prose dinlogues and
verses. It is only these songs set to music and abinays,
which are enacted in the staging of the nutaka.

" A description of how they do it may be interesting
Two sets of actistes take part in the production of
Kuravanchi. They are musicians, both vocalists and
players on instraments and couctezan duncers. No less
than four musicians sing the songs of Kuravanachi
The music consists of Tamil padas and padyams
composed to suit the moods of dances and set to appros
priate melodies. The music is rendered in  the
immacalate carnatic style which has its own points of
beauty. The  orchestra consists of a drone-pipe
clarionet, mridangam and cymbals. Il is interesting
to note that the clarionet has taken the place of the old
time muhavina. :

" The performance opens with the appearance of the
Kattiankara or the herald, who recites in a stentorian
voice the prowess and achicyements of Sarafoji. He
announces that the Kuravanchi kultu will be staged
and exhorts the people to pray to God that it might be
accomplished without any hilch or hindrance. Asin
the old " ferukutn™ a girl impersonating Vighnesvara,
enters next, and performs a simple dance of backwand
and forward ‘movements. Kaltiankara prays that the
performance should be a complete success, after which
they retire, A string of four beautiful girls representing
the maids of Mohini, the heroine, leap forward from
behind the dholi screen and dance an intricate pattern
dance which is arrestingly beautiful, The heroine (falaivil
—Mohinl presents hersell next and by means of an ex-
quisite- cade of mudras, communicates to them the secreb
of her love for Sarafoji. The danseuse who playas this
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role must possess a lithe and supple frame, mobile face,

layful eyes, and sensitive lips to be able fo express in

rn consuming passion, bright hope, and black despair.
The maids sympathise with their mistress, but are not
guick in devising ways and means of bringing the lovers
together. Mohini despairs, and, is on the brink of collapse
when the voice of an approaching kuratti buoys her up,
The karalti is & davghter of the hills, a peripatetic woman,
who weaves bamboo baskets, and unravels the destinies
of people with equal ease and uncanniness, Unlike the
other dancers in the kattu, she sings as she dances,
With a loak into the palm of Mohini, she reads her
intimate thoughts and predicts the fruition of her love
for Sarafoji, with which the Kuravanchi closes, It is
not an cxaggeration to say that neither mere concert not
solo dance would give an idea of the grandeur and
effect of a performance of this character.” !

The setting up of the images of certain canonised
Saita Saints in the temple is of especial interest.  One of
them wis by Rajaraja himselfs and, the others were the
fruits-of the religious devotion of the then manager
the temple. The former (Ins. No. 29)32 consisted of
(1) Chandesvaraprasadadeva with fout arms, (2) Musalagan
with two arms, (3) Umaparamesvari, (4) Mahadeva, i.¢-
a linga from which an arm was projecting, (5) Chandes-
vara with (wo arms, (6) his father with two arms
represented as having fallen down and lying on the ground,
(7) Chandesvara haying two arms represented as recciving
boon, and (8) a flower garland given to him as a boon.
The above icons are from Chandesvara's life which 1s
immortalised in the Periya-purana?  The others were
set up towards the close of Rajaraja’s reign, and during
the early years of Rajendra Chola, by Adittan Suryan
alias Tennavan Muvenda-Velan, @ headman  of

CahusLap g Pmar S

{1} Vide * The Hindu Tiiunerwesd Weekly,” datmd 36103,

(& 88 5,4 L

13j Tl Puripa=Puranmm, o Grral Legend, o liber gaucroruny by Sekkilar,
Lerms the ewellih book of Tirwmurad, a0d may dsted. b the Brai lalf of tha
wwnilih centney,  THina poem ln ssventy tweid enriton on e Hves of e lntye
three Suiva saints, and is fomded on & Asead ol St Sundarac’s amd the Tondar-
firmp-antadl, which ls oo ol Namibisagdar-Nambi's postit. o work ls more
{tved by Saivas than the Periyu-Puranai

4
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Poigainadu and manager of the temple,  Before the close
of the 29th year of Rajarajn (A.D. 1013-14), he installgd
the images of Namhj Avuranar, Tirujnanasambandhadigal,
Periya-Perumal, his consort Olagamadeviyar, L ¢, Loks
Mahadevi, and Chandrasekharadeva  worshipped
Periya-Perumal, Diting the next year (A D. ,014-15), he
made gifts to the invages of Nambi Aruramar, Tirajnams
sambandhadigal, Tirunavukkarayar and Periya-Peruinl,
his consort (Olagamadeviyar, ie,, Loka-Maliadevi, and
Chandrasekharadeva  warshipped by Periya-Perumal, r"
He also set up images of the king of Milady, i I
the Sawa devolee Meypporul  Nayanar, and of
(1) Kshetrapaladevar with eight arms, (2) Bhairava with
two arms, (3) Shultondu-Nambi with two arms, (4)
Tiruvenkattu-Nangai and (5) Siraladevar,

|

e

Dr. Hultzeh thinks (hat by Periya-Perumal, Rajarajs
himself is meant and the Olagamahadevi was his queen
Lokamahadevi. This seems to be very likely, and both
of them were probably dead at the time the HAges  were
actually set up,

The fact that the images of the Saiva Nayanmars had
been installed during the early vears of flie cleventh
century A. D. (Ins. 41 of 1891), and the ordes (Ins. No. 63
tn the outside of the north enclosure) of Rajaraja-
deva himself, by which he assigned a daily allowance
ol paddy o each of forty-cight persons, whom he had
appointed. lo recite the Liruppadiyam in he temple,
and, to two persons who lad to accompyny the others
on drums are of significant interest, They form an
unmistakable proof of the hold the sainis had on the
faith of the times, and of the fact that their hymns had
gained the name of Padigam or Padiyam, collected in
the Tevaram in Ahe time of Rajaraja, The names
H-n::w fifty ml-'_ll_mb_enl& serve to corroborate this identifi-
cation of the 7 truppadiyam with the Tevaram, assome
of ihem are the names of the three authors of the
Tevaram, vie, Tirujnanasambandhy or Sambandha (Ins.
Nos.10, 22, 34, 38, 42),1 Tirunavukkaraiyar (Ins Nos. 6, 12,

UI-SE 108 Val, 1, 4, i
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14, 19, 28, 43, 45) and Nambi-Aruran {Ins: Nos. 41, 44) or
Aruran (Ins. Nos. 19, 22). The name of two other incum-
bents Siralan (1ns. Nos. 13, 15) is derived from Siraladeyvar,
onc of the sixty.three Nayanmars. ‘A portion of the
otder under reference and its. corresponding translation
15 given below:—

Hail! Prosperity! Until the twenty.nnth year (of
the reign) of KosRajakesarivarman alias Sri Rajarajadeva,
whos in his life of growing strength, during which,—{in)
the belief that, as well as the goddessof fortunc, the
goddess of the greal carih had become his wife,—he
was pleased to destroy the ships (at) Kandalur-Salai, and
conquered by his army, which was victorious in great
hatties, Vengdinadu, Ganga-padi, Tadigai-padi, Nulamba=
padi, Kucdamalai-Nadu, Kollam, Kalingam, Ia.manda-
tam, (which was the country) of the Sio las who

ssessed rough strength, the seven and a half fakshas of
ratt.padi, and twelve ihousand ancient islands of the
sea,— deprived the Seliyas of (their) splendour at the very
moment when (they were) resplendent (Lo such a degree)
that (they were) worlhy to be worshi pped everywhere:—the
ord Sri Rajarajideva had given—ifor reciting the Tirup-
padiyamt  before  the lord of the Sri-Rajarajesvara
(templel—Ilorly-eight musicians (Pidarar), ong person
wha shomld constantly beat the small drum in thei
company, and one person should constantly beat the big.
drum (ko ti-maliaking) in lheir company. These fifty
persons were to receive from the cily treasury of the lord
a daly allowinee (ribandha), of three bierund of  paddy
cich, (measured) by the marakkal called {after) Adaval-
lan, which is cgual fo 4 rajakesari. instead of those
among these persons, who would die or emigrale, the
nearest relations of such persons were to receive thal
paddy and to recite the Tiruppadiyan. If the nearcst
relations of such persons were not gualified themselves,
they were 10 select (other) gualified persons, to let (these)
recite the Tirnppadiyam, and to receive that paddy. I
there were no near relations to such persons, the ‘lother)
incumbents of such appoiutments were to selectyualified
persons for reciling the Tiruppadiyant, and. the person,
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selected was to receive the paddy in the same way, as that
erson (whom he represented), had received it Accord-
mngly, (the namesof these fifty persons) were engraved on
stone, as the lord Sri Rajarajadeva had pleased to order!
I. The Brihadisvara Mahatmya or the Choluvamsa-
valicharitram® is the Sthalapurana of the temple, Tt
is a book of thirly chapters, attributed to Vedavyasa,
and is an extract of a greater work Bhavishyottara
Purana, The Mahatmya is a collection of local legends
centring round the construction of the Brihadisvara
temple, the linga anayanam, Kum bliabhisheka and
Utsavas; besides giving an account of Sri Konganesvara.
The temple of Sri Konganesvara is an old shrine of
importance in the West main street of the Tanjore city.
The Brikadispara Mahatmya also gives an ac-
count of sixteen Cholas: Kulottunga, Deva, Sasisckhara,
Sivalinga, Vira, Karikala, Bhima, Rajendra; Viramartanda,
Kirti, Jaya, Kanaka, Sundara, Kalakala, Kalyana and
Bhadra Chola. Burncll classifies this work as a " mythical
hmlm}f of the Cola Rajas of Tanjore and the temples they
bullt.” ;  Wilson says: * the work is more a legendary
than of a historial character, and is intended 1o record the
devotion of the various Cola princes to Siva as shown in
the consecration of different lingas.” And, Prof. K. A
Nilakanta Sastri says :  * There is however, liltle reason
to doubt that when this purana was written nothing
was remembered of the true history of the Tanjore Cholas
and some conventional list was made up to provide a
frame work for the legends to fit into. Excepting the names
of Kulottunga, Vira, Karikala, Rajendra and Sundara
and that of Haradatla, all the other names are unknown
to history and are barefaced imvention.” For a briel
connected account of the temple in the Makatmya—
vide Appendix B.

S0 4 18, i 254,

{2) Vide Tamjotn Palaco Saroswathl Mabal Libr M Mo, B, 18190
Devarngarl Characiens, afso; sncther Madeas Oriental ﬁ?nnmnpuul.:hun My,
and a clote transiniion of the Tanjore M, in1ke Mackengle collectivn said o
:‘“I‘; lm;:h‘:‘ﬂ at 1“;;;&?‘-11-::01 Maharaja Chatrapatl Sarafaji H in ahﬁ"l'

v g L#d .
ann-h, t"-",!lrv‘ P Jlri—ﬂn:"(-:mn;“: ;rui!“:ﬁ]‘ Sec thu Journul of Orienia
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Il. Parasara-Kshetra-Mahatmya is another for-
ming part of a major Skanda Purana. This Mahatmya
gives the Listory of one Swa Chola, the greatness of-Sri
RBrikadisvara, and of the Manimuktanadi, the modern
Vadavar.

1. Tiruvisaippa—B sdiseiun of Karuyur Devar,
in Tamil as forming part of the ninili (Bmapenn) book of
the holy canon of the scriplures of Saivism, is held in
high esteem. It consists of ten decads each on one of the
ten sacred places visited by the author. The ninth on
% Tanjai Rajarajesvaram " (s@@s sramiGasssi) is a
classic on the subject of this temple. its eleven beautiful
Iyric verses are descriptive of the temple and the Lord
Brihadisvara. Vide Appendix F for the text and explana-
tory meanings.

V. Tmrjur'nm-uaﬁarismlaﬁuraqa Aomaustai
duge yrremiz, 1893, by K, Vasudeva Naicker.

V. Tmrja;'-Pcrut:mmfyar-ﬂm. goremecs Gumeen_Lir
@wr by Sivakkolundu Desikar, the author of Ganedsss
Gerema and #oQuss pyrre s_‘gl.l:me'}a An_sib—a L‘:&pd
Poet of Sarafoji 1. The Ula 152 literary composition
of a conventional type with Sri Brihadisvara as the
hero of the piece: It gives a conlemporaty descriptive
account of the temple usages and festivities as applied
to the deity. An account of the last work, Kuravanchi

Notaka, in its relation with this temple is given sufra,
(pp. 24-25)

V1. Karusur Purana. The portion of the FPurana
dealing on =@y isGawr s@Cugamesa gives an
account of Karuyurars part in the installation and
consecration of the chicf linga of this temple.

The chief festival of the temple is (e annual Chittiral
Bralimofsavam of cighteen days m Apnl—>May, The
patticipation of, or the role assigned to Saiva Samaya-
tharyas—Appar, Sundarar, nanasambandhar and
Manickavacagar—and 1o Rajsraja Chela in the festi-
valis significant, Two days' festivities arc allotted to .
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the saints, and, on the 9th, 13th, 15th, 17th and I5th
days Rajaraja's image asa bliukia is taken around the
city with the temple paraphernalia and honours escorting
the deities in procession 1. JAccording to a_tradition,
the Choln invites to the' Ashtakod: festivities, *the
Vellan Chettimars of the sixty-four manais, (-lp.mll-uig
prany whe Quumarsgy Gealywsd) in the city, and their
representative is honoured. The ashiakodi or hoisting of
cight festive flags on the Gth day, signifies the real begin-
ning of the festival. Sri Tyagaraja as representing Sri
Brihadisvara is taken round the temple that night, and
then the knravanchi-nataka is enacted on the special
masonry dais one meets with on one's left, on entering
the main tempie quadrangle. The other principal items
of the festival are the Rishabha vohanam and  Chatur-
mukha-chapparam on the thirteenth, the dragging of the
temple cars with Sri Tyagaraja on the fftecnth, and
Rami Bal Saluba's # Uliara Rishabhavahanan on the
last day. The city participates in the festival in gila
attire.  As originally instituted by Rajaraja this festival
was one of nine days, in Vaikass, but was luler spread
over eighteen days, ta be in hine with the practice at
Tiruvarur.

The inseriptions mention the monthly celebration
of the founder's nalal asterism ##2 ), and of said@=s
in the month of Kartigai. But these have long ago been
discontinued. The lormer celebration has since  been

1) Vide Hedbadivgmra Mahatoggrs, Cho XIV: alva Rao Babkaldur K. 5. Srintvass
Pillal' o MbG Srer s Rajendrs Chiln T urderod’ the tading of his fatber Faj.
raja Chola's timage, pecosling the daitles, inatead of 5t Sunﬂmr‘ which was the
surlior cudtom in Ticuwiarur. 0 L atso said (st ibe Tanjorn oar @87 o ne Liig

g thas |6 Thraveros, antll repliced I a smaller obe by Somamaths Pandisser,
a mimster of Sivadl I

(2) 1 ln e, Ut thin Gewilve procession bo samed, wes doplicated ugals
on the Isat day, to plaun & Ranl Bai Sibeba, who bad {allen aslenp and miveil
the Righabha Vahowam on v panticolar day o sod, that it kad continged 1o e
enlulirated o ver sloce,

{3) Twnnandikkar (Soed Beemi) lample inscaiptivn giies ilie sarliead

cetvmnnd of Majuraja 110 celebonte lis ) asberiom #aumik in the month of

Ew®,  Thin is probably sbén alter His conquest of the Chera country. which
w8t s boginging of his reign,



MAJARAIA &

A musallic [magn which (= perly 3§ et high wil = labol Bajs-
rajendre-Solaraja of the big il engraved s motern Tamil oo T

pedestal, Thia Ruysl Stalie pecoived all the hononm if the peen il
Vide p. 30, Thn nunse'ms given oa ihe ibel aridenily reler to/Hap-
raja 1, lor it was he who was \ntirsately connected with (he LA L
and upkeep of this temple. 10 posid 1o Be & lagr work done i petr-
petualn (b mamory iof i foundar of the great emiple. The Ir adition
lpeally corrent sbout this image ali corraboraies thiy view, Anm, Ep

Rep. 1925, p. 51
{ Ay Courtoxy of Mr. T 5, Dandapani Aiyar.]
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revived, and the Founder's day was celebrated in gouR
on 15th November 1934; and, it is hoped it will be
worthily commemorated in the years lo come, and be a
permanent feature of the temple’s festivals,

The Tiruvadirai (80 g 8ms) lestival of ten days in
December culminating in  drudra  Darsanam, the
Vasanta festival in June-July, and the rest of the periodis
cal festivals of the Saivite calendar are being celebrated,
The annual Govermment Mohini provision for the
conduct of these festivals is Rs. 4,593-12.0, and the total
grant for the temple inclusive of the above 18
Rs, §,003-12.0. This temple has besides an income of

about Rs. 1,100 from other endowed properties.'

The Temple has since been lit by Electricity out of
public subscriptions, and, the switching on of the lights®
wis performed on 12th July 1935 by the Hon'ble Mr.
I, T. Rajan, Minister for Development io the Govern:

ment of Madras.

—

11} Properiine :=

F
oot Probabie
l"'lll!ll!ul Nmﬂ{ h-"'-dh v MK E. jncome,
s, a: v,
Tanjore—Shops e om0
Tanjore Talng—Saoraskattai—ry and Wet.. 26 616 0 a1 00
" m—ﬂﬂhi-i-mnimm:n iy - T L9 0 Bnen
" —Kandiyne Wt [ T o
" Hagathl Wet nitd Pry o 30 8% Mo 00
p  Maywraram Talug=Villisnaller wet ., 49000 08 00
' — Atangndi . pou 118 T3 192 B 0
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10 A briltinot beacon. {ngh oo the 1o ol ilin Tempin tower pot op by Sl s
Brl Bwaminatha Swamigal m“hl‘ﬂui Mun, El'irwrum-.hl, ju & cemten 04 aftEACLOR
far tha countrs aranml, us the tenple itnell i to the entire chlilasd world



APPENDIX A.
The Tanjore Palace Devastanams,

A historical survey of Sri Brihadisvara and connected
Palace Temples in the district, will be of interest, A
glarious line of rulers, from the ancient Chiolast tothe last
Mahratta Rajas nurtured these institutions, bestowing
their best on them. Hinduism was a living religion to
them, and its God a personal God. An abundance of
culture and wealth created these institutions which have
enabled them to live these many centuries and would
sustain them for all time to come,

The Cholas founded most of these earlier temples
and munificently endowed them. The Nayaks, who
succeeded were themselves great builders: They also
founded a number of temples and managed them all for
over 125 years. The last Nayvak gave in to Ekoji alias
Venkaji (A D. 1676) the Mahratta, and his successors held
them for the next 128 years. Sarafoji [1, ceded the Raj
to.the East India Company by a treaty of 25th October. _
AsD. 1799 retaining however the temples and their
endowments until his death n AD. 1832, His son
and successor, Sivaji, held them until his death on 29th
October 1855, He left no lineal heir, and the Company's
Government declared the title of the Raja of Tanjore to
be extinct, and took over the Raj, inclusive of the temples,
as an Act of State. Her Highness Kamatchi Bai Saheba,
the late Raja's senior Ranee and widow, sued the
Government for the restoration of the Raja's private
estates and temples. In the year A.D. 1358 the British
Government assumed the sovereignty of India from the
East India Company. The private estates were ordered
to be restored, and on March 19th, 1863, the temples and
Tuliy and 81 Sivaroguiatis Swai Tazpie o1 Taripalen Ko niobotai
Talii] mee anng by |nanssymbandbs and have Bacu@ad,

Tho tomples of So. Neelunsgap.peramal, Sei Manikkunnap-perumal,
and Sri Melssinpupeporumal, on e Vennae Bank ot Taujore are song by the
Alvars in srerdind Soidad, and are of the 108 mored Valibonva Divpa-desam,
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their endowments were also restored in pursuance of the
palicy of non-inlerference in the. management of Hindu
Religious Institutions, the Government declaring thal
4t was desirable that the connection of Government
with the pagodas should cease, and thal they should
aceordingly be made over ta Her [Highness Kamatchi
Bai Salieba” On herdeath in 1892; the Government dgain
interfured, took possession of the temples, and placed
tiiem uader the control of the Tanjore and Kumbakonam
Circle Temple Committees, constituted under Act XX of
1863. " Tt was then the turn of the next senior Rance Her
Highness Umamba Bai Saheba to sue the Government
for possession ol the temples: They were once again
restored, and she continued to manage them wuntil her
death in July 1900, After her, Her Highness Jijamba
‘Bai Saheba managed them fill 3l May 1912, On her
demise, she was succeeded in the trusteeship by
Rajahshri Sarafoji Rajah—an, adopted son of the last
ruler and of Her Highness Kamatchi Bai Saheba. His son
and succossor Rajahshri Sivajr Rajah Saheb administered
Hiom next, and after him bis son Rajahishri Rajaram
_Rajah Saliel, tise Senior Prince of Tanjore, who has suc-
ceeded to the hereditary Trusteeship of the Palace Devas-
fanams undiér a scheme of administration framed by the
Madras Hindu Religious Endowments Board in B: O
“Nu, 208, dated 5th Lj}ulf 1929, and modified in O 5.
No. 4 pf 1930 by the District Court, West Tanjore, The
“lemiples goverged by the Scheme number eiglty-eight.
(Vide list below),

The temples that remmained  directly unders the
Mahratfa fulirs and were agreed to bé retained by “Raja
' Saraloji by the treaty of A.D. 1799 numberéd 102 The
Company's Government had taken over the older
Deévadayam inam lands endswed by the past rulers of
“Ahe" Country, and had commuted a money oOr Mohini
sallowance ingteat; for the upkeep of the temples. The
Liter endowments of the Mahratta rulers alone remain to
lhis day. The British Government paid the Mohini
allowance in cash to the Political Resident through the

5
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Collector, and, a Special Officer of the Rajak  controlled
the temple expenditure, and apportioned particular
amounts to each of the temples under the Rajah's orders.
The temples as then classified according to their sources
of income were as follows:—

l. Pagodss enjoying Tasdic or ready money allawance

from the Government Treasury . 1
2 Do. enjoying Tasdic and nlso possessing landed

endowments v, 22
3 Do.  eénjoying income from land alone 5

4. Do. depending chiefly on assignments from Ihll;
unds

of other pagodas ol

5 Do. enjoying money grants from the income of the
Rajah’s Mukasa villages w4

6. Do. deriving their income from the Raja’s Abkari
revenog AR
7. Do, deriving income from shop.tax T
8, Do. supported by grants from the Rajah’s Treasury, 8

There were besides thrée others without any fixed
ineome but dependent on the occasional bounty  of the
Rajah and his servants,

The 102 pagodas, situated in the Tanjore and~——
Kumbakonam Taluks, were then divided for adminis-
trative purposes, into six firkas or divisions according
to their situation and other considerations. They received
on an a_vcra%;: an annual gross income of Rs' 6),734-7-4
and, it is to be seen that in the particular fasli 1265 the
receipts amonnted to Rs. 65,236.15.0 as detailed balow - —

Rs. a. »
Sivankattah 9 temples ... 13578 10 &
Tanjore Fort 48 s 14,987 7 %
Carattenttangoody 22, || 9,023 5 5
Marismmankoil 4 - e 19608 R 6
Sakkavarambapoor 6 |, 3,246 10 11
Cusbah Dimmut
'Cl:lll‘,flﬂ'i Ij i e 4,-53'. 4 5

Prior to the year 1865, the ﬁnnual cash Mohini allow-
ance from Government was Rs, 32,655.7.9 in liew of lands
dedicated to the temples and {uken oyer by the former

Fretepe
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Governments, This appears o be one of the terms of
the Treaty between Saraloji II and the East India
Company when the latter took over the territories of
the Rajah in A. D. 1799, This had continued to be paid, in
pursuance of the terms of the Treaty, to Rajah Sarafoji
‘and his successor Rajah Sivaji, tillin 1865, an agreement
was entered into, between Government and H. H.M.
Kamatchiamba Bai Saheba (' nol however without reluc-
tance on the part of the Ranee ') by which fen villages with
a revenue of Rs. 29,405-8-8 as then estimated per year,
were made over by G- 0. No. 1306, dated 1st June 1866
as Devastanam Mohini Inam in substitution of the yearly
cash Mohiniallowances that were till then being paid from
the publie treasury, with an addition of 10 per cent to cover
costs of collection and vicissitudes of the season. This
allowance had been apportioned collectively as below :
For Nithyapadi Rs. 14,393-11-0; FFestivals Rs, 8,006-8.0;
and Mohini grants to Temples Ks. £,918.4.9. H.
H. M. Kamatchihmba Bai Saheba was in possession of
these lands as hereditary trustee of the temples during her
life time, and, after her, her heirsand they had been reali-
. sing the rents of the ten villages as [namdars, for the last
68 years. The Government have since by G. O. No, P'ress
51, Rev, Confl, dated 2.1.1934 resumed the inam and
substifuted ftherelor the original cash allowance of
Rs. 29.405-8.8 in the shape of beriz deductions.  The re-
sumption is being contested, and is Sub-judice in 0.5.9
of 1935 in the Court of the Subordinate Judge of Tanjore.

List of temples attached to the Palace
Devastanams, Tanjore.
L —=Tanjoue TaLu 11, Sel Smanathl Pillayar Koil.

A Tasjore Fun— 12. . Aymoknlasy I“Mum;iml
l. Sti Brikadisvameyami Hoil, 13 fad Visvaratiasvani Hu.il.‘
;' it %“‘:&’: arf"'"m Kol 4y " Prothapa Veers Ir.,u-um.'ia_' 2

" .!-.m \ Ll
;. , '?anm,;:umﬂr-}n“” 1%, . Nevanembi Hﬁm“‘“”ﬂ:;i ;

 Koil

6. o Arkaaini §ithsr Bl 18 o Vipys Hasrmayasi Kall.
%, o Sivaguegal Fillayar Kl | la’h!..alnhr Ilmuuuu_lfiml.
Ky 3 Chony Streed Huumar Kail % Efﬁ-:tulu tluhinan Koil.
0, . Sivalingsavami Reil. 1 l-l;"-lrullﬂﬂﬂ'I.MI. Kall,
10, ,, Kohhanesvarssvamil Koil, a, ,, Nadovalnathar Huoil,
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I Sri Molavess) Buhhm;n:rmml
L1}

- o Mammarevami Kail
“- - Emlli‘li_hénfh limim
L YAr .
25, " edvw Kall Noit
26, ,, Utsava Kodiammas Koll,

. o Theerthia Sanjivl Kall.
- Fmﬂstmmluﬁﬁnull.
M, Siven vam i -
ve Pramnen Venhaipss l‘ltalr‘_tll

Heil,
o Govindprajapernmal Koil,
-

e Lk B

v Kaliyngs Vemhntess Puruma)
il v ) Rl
i Permmal Koll,
o Resli n&'?hnmmﬂu
35 L Mankarmbmvamsssami

| S na Falai Vitoba Ko,

o Wollai Pillnyas Koil,

A1, "South Ml Siidel
Yivanuboevwmi Ko,

ah o AL Boonivi Pernaal Kol

«  Safman Gupalssvami Kol

w14 Th-il‘ﬂrlﬁlhj.

W ,Llﬂ_l!ﬂlhnl Flerumal Kail

is Poorse Sasfivi Kol
30, . Dabehbae Sanfivd Koll,
o Vieztgl Marga Sanjivi Hoil.
S Aminds Pillayar Kodl
3% Diapovrs Vardarainr. Koli,
5 Charhirbu g 7 Spar Koll,
i Yearalmidvassami Koll,
s Vallum Pattabimaar Kol
B Karemlistmngtill— :
57, Sel Buhihi Vinswalsrsraml Kail,
¥ rdvanl Kail,
Meemaiahi Eundnmvmrl
Kedl;

ki 2]

-

60, ,, Nagsoatbavenm) Koll,
fl. . Poomalai Vaithindibar Koll
62, . Vaulsbates Kalj Aumk
ail,
6. 4 Padithursd Venksivias
perumal Kall,
C Veutiur Bank—
&4 Srv Ananda Valli-Amman Kall)
63, L Melusingy Devsns | Kol
8., Manikksnne Ferumal Koip
€7 1 Nerlnmogs feturmil Koll,
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68 Sei Hﬂmﬁmmt

€8 ,, Veler Yamdurajas Kail,
;_il o lﬁ.“hnhuadnuméj “Hﬂl;lﬂ-
& i Soetdaiestarmsva
1, Kalsstherssvarsivani Kodl,
[ Hnﬂhmmq{h_i.’l,
. o Thalikesvarasvam] Koli,
Dy Arauny—
75 Sri Apastboesvirasvmmi Koill
B Trivaali—
706, Sn. Venwgopndaavinii Koll,
F. Mannmbmichorady—

77 Eni Vijaye Ming n 12t e
e ;E-h-l:;r Kail,

Q. Tatjore Fofk—

78, Sel Teinmbakenwsraseani Holl,
T Meliyung) Hanganatbasvami
_ Kail.
H lllﬂu.mml'tdi_l—-
80, Sl Marismmms Wit
81, Ketaadsrsmasvem Kail,
8L . Hallassnaibaivam) Kuil,
B o Ulbrs Bali Amumn Kail.

L. Pavragasan Tanbe
L Aduihmrm—

#4850 Daynnidhaenvasivanil Hnll,"' =

UL Kvaspadnnas ThLux;
). Darnsirain—
63, .50 Irnvacthess waris ez Kull,
K. Ssbwaraminlptiram—
56 Srl Sapilurishisvarmye gmi

Tiravismoaliur—

&7, 8n Shenyoganailissvaml Koil.
L Thirmeddimms ufng—

B8, Sri Narthaoa Vimvaguisiol

Kinl,
alna
B8 Wilvw: drehiamal In'Syi Koikants
ruEiami demple al Hame=.
warhim
9, Abavts Derpsm and  Tolss
i Sl Fangandihi-
mmml letaple 0 Sriaugen,
@l Bilwe archuil n S Jumbip-

warssenml femple ot Titns
varmlblaval (Trighimopoly),
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APPENDIX B.
A Summary of Chapters X to XXI of

Brihadisvara Mahalmya’
CHAPTER X.

“Stvalinguchola Virachola Carite :—Virachola’s son
Karikala married Kancanangika. His Guru was the
Bralimin Haradatfa (called Kanjanur Alvar in the Tamil
translation), who directed the construction of temples in
his reign. The king had an attack of black leprosy
(krishna kustha) and became miserable on account of it
He appealed to his Guru for assistance, and, the latter
worshipped Agniswara for a mandala with the aid of
Saiva Brahmanas.

CHarTER XI,

“ Haradatlacarvaprarthanam :—Haradatta at the
end of the mandala while sleeping on the threshold of
the Sivalaya dreamt a dream in which Iswara informed
him that the king was suffering on account of injuries he
had infllicted on animals as a hunter in a former burth,
and, that he would be cured if he built a temple with a
tall Gopura and suitably enshrined in it a mysterious
linga which was to be brought from the Narmada and
which would increase in size after it was taken out of the
water and thus earn for itself the mame Brihadisvara,
A temple to the Goddess Brihanpayika was also to be
made and a big Nandi carved from a monolith was to be
installed beforé the Iswara. To leave nothing uncertain
ihe Lord even chose the architect to be employed. On
his completing these works the king would be freed from
his sarvanga kustha.

Cuarren XI1.

“ Haradallasvapnakathanam : Haradatta returns to
the Cola Court and is given a grand reception before he

{1} Vide Jourmal vf Orinnml Resesrch, IV, Iy, pp 3320,
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narrates the substance of his dream to the king: The
king consents to carry oul the Lord's instructions.

CuarteEr XII1,

WNo mame for the chapter: [Invitation to silp
Somavarma, reception accorded lo hini; his worship ol
Kali. Her good will towards the enterprise assured.

Cuarrer XIV,

w Brikadisvaralin ganayanam :—Somavarma com-
mences work on the large Gopura; the king leaves with
64 merchants for the Narmada and brings the linga in
six months.

CHarter XV.

i No name for the chapter : Construction of the temple
for twelve years. The son of Somavarma aged !w:fw.
learns from his mother about the task on which his [ather
has been engaged and goes to Tanjore, (The Sanskrit
Ms. says : Even at the end of twelve years the foundation
had not been completed. Somavarma's own son who had
come to visit his father after the latter's absence of twalve:
years found fault with the proportion of the base for the
tower and advised the king to remodel it suitably. The
father was convinced of his miscalculation. The father
anid son set to work together and constructed the towerh
Somavarma then acknowledged the superior knowledge
of his son and gave him control of the work. Asthe
construction of the Gopurans was nearing completion,
they were on the look out for a monolith fur closing the
Brahmarandhra below the Sikhara®, At ihat moment
an ald woman who had been feeding some workmen [or
some vears implored them to use a stone (silakhanda)
belonging to her in the construction of the temple, and #
happened that this stone was found quite suitable for the

(1) The motivs for aliy fHe stone: of the old woman ia mentimsed in e
Tamil traomlstfor anil I wet fousd (s the Sansheir Mn.  The Tamil _H

G Qutrg g imdos Wesde Smaig €1y dratip GadulEp
sig 55 swwrd@ialagpliamp Qursls psir el d et
:p.@i:lﬁl Eaul E.-i.g}d_,._..“
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purpose on hand and accordingly it was used for closing
the Brahmarandhira: Sponalter, Brihadisyara was daly
snshrined in the temples and minor shrines erected round
about. In the end the architect was rewarded by the
grant of the village Satapuram and by other honours
done to him.

Ciarter XVL

. Brihm.Hsz-urakmublmbi’tmku —Description of the
Kumbhabhiseka of the new temple. grant of ten villages
gulamangalam and others by copper plate charters;
establishment of nald, warllaka, Vesya and other
servants, Gilt of 1,000 cows for ﬁmrcfmmrmbhisah.

Ciaavrer XVIL

w Karikalagapura pivusam Nama :—0On this ncca-
sion Karikala bathed in the tank also and was freed from
blackleprosy (Sarvang a#us”m-uirmukmﬁ Ruaja Somaiva-
babkan,) Ganga appeared and discoursed an the merits of
Bathing in the Sivagangi on particular days The kingsang
a hymu to his Gaod, the Brihadisastaka as itis called. He
then made many danas o Brahmanas and went back
to his palace In his sleep that night, Bribadisvara and
Brilannayika appeared 1o himt in & dream and informed
him that they were quite comioriable on account ol the
fopd given by him and (he shade ensured by the old
woman. The next morning the King ‘nstituted An enquiry
and ascertained the truth aboul the old woman's stone.
Thereupon he became anxious o secure for himself
the entire merit for the erection of the temple and
appealed to the Lord to point to him a way of securing
his object; the God suggested to the king that he might
fatter the old woman and please her by gifts ol lreasurc
and persuade her 10 transier her merit 1o lim, which he
did, by constructing  the Afravatesvari Shrines® in
qccordance wilh the oid woman's wishes with the money
[Laksatankam] he had made over to her Karikala then
altained  Kailasa after 90 years of rule leaving the

1) Thia Sri AlrmvatEivErL tomyle st Darayram—bile aule wre pope 13, The
Ptiranic saecount s differamt.
B
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kingdom to his son Bhima Cola, His fame, we are
assured, s attested by inscriptions on the walls of the
Brihadisvara temple.

Cuarrey XVIII.

“Bhimacola Carite:—Bhima marricd a Kerala
princess. Vidyullata. General praise of his rule and
special mention of abundant food for travellers on roads
in choultries. The king enforced Saivism. Erection of
fresh temples, Sopanas, efc, Sankaranarayana appearcd
to the queen ina dream, mentioned a spot. where she
should worship him as a linga, and promised hera son
Rajendra.  This promise was fulfilled in due course and
Rajendra marricnr Kamalini, the daughter of Kulasekhara
Pandya. Bhima's rule lasted seventy-seven years.

CHarTEr NIX.

“Rajendra Colacaritakalhanan —Rajendra con-
uered many of his peighbours and levied tribute from
ﬂl:m and constructed new Siva temples.  King Prata-
arudra® was refractory and Jost an eye in consequence ;
jendra’s son was Viramartanda, After seventy=cight
years (wipag@ s i s BCw) Rajendra atlained Kailasa
with his wife,

CHAVrERs XX-XXI.

. Konkonesvaramahatmya Viramartanda Cola-
carife :—Viramartanda married the Cera princess Manik-
kavallika, General praise of his rule. Erection of shrines
to Siva and even to Vishnu, e,y Sarangapani and
Chakrapani temples at Kumbakonam, One day the king
asked the Braliman Devasarma to narrate the story of
Konkana-Siddha, 2 pupil of Dattatreya, who after devo.
tions to Siva and the instuallation of a_ new linga Konka-
nesvara, attained bligs,

“ Devasarma offered to tell another story and the
king listened. It was the story of a Vanikkanya of

(1) " The teres evad king of the Talugu conntry wiio sifiroed tha (ose o1 ki
third wye ot the'tmada ora Coly was Pallava Tringirs snil not Prataporadrs and
:h- c:rh:i;: raling m:lm war Kasikals, nat Rnjendr s gnr Parana by
L= A tls
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Tanjore who was devoted to the Lord, refused to marry
any one except Him, and was married over-night by
Kankanesvara (like the Pandyan princess in olden days).

o Next morning her relatives missed her at home aad
found her in the temple. When they sought to take her
back a voice stopped them. She is still seen to be there
in stone, The temple was renovated by the king after
he heard the story. [n the end alter six years Kirticola
was made ‘king by his father who attained bliss with
his queen. ™

(1) " Tlie oy enroatlon (chaps. KAV ol Rariiala's laprosy; the exsimm
ol Haraduiin :ul'umn ﬂnﬂrm-'l,l.uT of (e Tritadinwara temple which appareiily
Iorma the ceniral theme of the prTRsas i ghien N 2l the fwo mees Iy which
W L hnows—ihis Jegeod in moc only pmemppartnll by aky oiher gcoount koosn
1w, bk ia given the lie dipect Ly the wiry inscriptleas un plop wmlle i fhim
semple which are  cited ‘in’ his sapport b e ignoran veriier whin badljled the
Absehat tiipn, 837, ' Caola Legends ' ; Frol, B A wilikanin Seatri. Tha
Jourzal of Cirienial Resssrch, IV, IV, pp- IH-32.



APPENDIX C.
A Note on Rajaraja the Great.

Rajaraja the Grealy occupies the foremost place in
the history of the later Cholas) The founder of the
family was Vijayalaya® (A.D. 846-880). He conguered
the country  from a vassal chief of the Pallavas, Perum=
pidugu  Muttaraivan and  established Tanjore as the
capital of the dynasty, His son and successor Aditya I
conquered the Pallavas and the Kongu country®
(A-D. 894); and, his son Parantaka I (A.D. 907-53) was
a more distinguished figure, for under his leadership, the
Cholas acquired a dominion which foreshadowed the
greater empire of Rajaraja and Kulottunga, Parantaka [*
was " averitable Rama in battle,” won viclories over
the Banas, the Gangus, the Pandyas and the King of
Ceylon. The fact and the extent of his canguests are
known from his inscriptions. Towards the end of his
teign, or before his death (he Rashtrakutas under
Krishnaraja 1 invaded the Tamil country, killed the
Chola. Prince Rajaditya at Takkolam (near Arakonam
Junction)in A D 947.8, and seized Tondainadu which
they seemed to lave ruled for aboutl a quarter of a
century, confining the sway of the Cholas to their ances:
tral dominion comprising the Trichinopaoly and Tanjere
districts, The names of the next five kings after Raja-
ditya are known, but little is on record regarding their
life history. They were Gandaraditya, Arinjaya, Paran-
taka I1, Aditya—Karikala or Aditya 11, and Madurantaks.

W) -Tee Anbil Geam (Ep,. feid,, Vil XV, Pt 440 b Levden Gieabe
{Arvirol- gical Survey of Soith India, Vol. IV, Pp. 2004 1 the Tiruvaliogaslu
Gram (8. 10, Vol 111 o JEL M and the Kanyakaman mscription of Vi
Hajesdra-theva  (E§. Imd , Vil KVITL, ppe 21-53) are (66 Tour imodl  finporiuo
documents for the conmrociion of the liory of the Chels dynasty

{0 See Epi Rep.i 1510,

U3} Bet Bp, Inds, 101, p. 276; sbao BP. Rep. 1901, 415 Sev 11" Tiids.

(1) Parmiaha 10 sild | the Levien grant o have coverod 1he temple ol
Biva a1 Chidambamm with * pure gold © brooghit (roo e regice subdned by
the power of hie oww drm,” and, the eoppes grents fuund af Udsyeniiram
statn \bat b pracileed m-nz mistitorions act amd gilin, duch as the Hewiagarbhn
andd thn Tulabhant, gifis of land 10 Brahmans, aod ihe building of temples.
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Aditya—Karikala [l appears to bave reconquered
Tondainade a few years later. Inscriptions dated
in his reign have been found in Ukkal, not far from
Conjecvaram, and other villages of that madu. Bul the
catly reverses to the Chola power however seemed lo
have caused the revolt of apparently the whole of its
recenily acquired empire; and, it was only with the reign
of Rajaraja I that lost ground was fally recovered.

On Aditva's death, or on the death of Parantaka 11,
whichever was the later, lhe succession was probably
disputed. The subjects besonght Arunmolivarman—the
fulure Rajaraja I—to become king, but he did not want
the throne as long as his paternal uncle Madurantaka
Utfama-Chola was fond of his country. - Eventually,
Arunmolivarman was appointed heir-apparent, while
Madurantaks * bore the burden of the earth,” It looks
as if the former was a minor, when his father or elder
brotlier died. Rajaraja’s date of accession' is calculated
to be somewhete between the 25th June and 25th July
AD. 085, His reign of about twenty-eight years is fhe
starting point of a period of unexampled prosperity
whivh remained unbroken, with bul one shorl interval,
for over a century,

The original title of Arunmolivarman (Rajaraja 1)
was Rajakesari Varman,' or Rajakesari Virman Mum-
mucl - Sola-Deva, which occurs in his earliest inscrip-
tions. ‘The composer of the Tiruvalangadu plates

W) Riee, Epigraphia Cavnmatita, Wi, af, Cannrese  jmecripthm ol

Lmimuri. 5 -

B2l The Tirnvalsepady plaes, [5. 1. {, or: R 1 part 1,

P [1=1%], eall kim rll.rnnmnlhumlm whose words ara precions), which

fectits also. (n-a alightly shiered form=Arnmol iy - e some ol (e Tamil

tesosde ol s meign..  He bare wviral tiea of which the fullowlng are the

, e important :— Mol or MigmmudCholn (b Chiols who sore the
{lrew crowns), Chols Arumuli, Rajseraya (The Awylum of Riege), Rirmvicoda,

Rajirajs, aud Sivapailasebbars (ene who tua the feot of Sivaon hiv _crown]

Fis seimie 1o Tutve assmmed (b thile JasackondaChols tovards the end of hie

e These {irley of hiv fguie in meritorin) desigrations ccurrisg in the Tanjore

Asseriptions, aad, me Is tuenpianll (o (liink: that m the ommes ol the provigies
Enhatriva-Sikmmani-vutasnda, Pandyine Bolzmnboanhinudy, Kuralyniaka-vala.

naln, E(Ij'nﬂd‘li!il‘uhl.-x‘llsmﬂn. and Uyynkonder-sa'amsdi, the tiles Kahirivas

Silbormni . Pandys-Mulaasil, and the olhers wers iha oiber fitles borne by

Kajumja 1.
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remarks, that at the birth of the Prince Arunmolivarman,
“ the wives of the serpent (Adisesha who is supposed to.
carry the earth) danced for joy in the belief that he would
relieve their husband of the burden of bearing the earth,"
Rajakesarivirman Mummudi Chola was the second son
of the Chola Parantaka 1l alias Sundara Chola, who
was also known as Ponmaligaittanying Deva (Ins. 302
of '08), the king who died at the Golden Hall, 1. e., the
temple at Chidambaram. According to the Tiruvalan-
gadu plates, Sundara Chola's queen, Vanavan Mahadevi
is stated to have committed suttee. The parents of
Rajaraja, as devoul Sajviles, must have been spending
their last days at Chidambaram, It was evidently this
aspect of their Tife that appealed most strongly to their
daughter (Kundavaiyar) who set up their images in the
Tanjore temple, and made an endowment for their
warship.!

So far as it is known, Rajaraja had an elder sister
and an elder brother.  The latter was Aditya-Karikala,
and all that is known of him, is that he fought in his youth
with Vira Pandya, In stone inscriptions, hie is known as
 Parakesarivarman who took the head of Vira Pandya.'
The name of Rajaraja’s sister was Rundavaiyar called
in the inscriptions Alvar Parantakan Kundavaip-pirattiar,
She liad married a certain Vallavaraiyar-Vandyadevar,
a Pallava King" abont whom much is not known.
[t is evident that she spent her later life in Tanjore with
her younger brother, and that she even survived him.
Rajaraja entertained a high regard for her, and she ap-
pears to have exercised considerable influence over him.,
The respect and great affection which Rajaraja showed
to his sister throws an indirect light on his domestic life.
His first daughter was named after her. She 15 spoken of
as his " venerable elder sister” 1In the sentence which
the king himsell is said to bave uttered when ordering
all the grants made to the temple to be engraved on
stone, the place assigned to his elder sister is pext 1o

(1) & 4.1, 11, Ko,
) 8 L0 Row, 3,6, Tand 8,
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himself, and the queens are only mentioned after her.!
During Rajiraja’s reign, the walls of the central shrine
scem to have been rteserved for registering the king's
grants, and the gifts made by the queen and the officers
of the State had to be recorded on the niches and pillars of
the enclosure, But Kundavaiyar's gifts were invariably
engravedd on  the central shrine, This affection he
bestowed on his sister and the privileges he accarded to
his grand aunt Sembiyan Mahadevi, the mother of
Uttama Chola reveal him as a great and good man,

Only one son, and three daughters of the King are
known, namely ; Rajendra Chola I, Kundavai, who married
the Eastern Chalukva King Vimaladitya® (Ins. 215 of
1894) Mahadevadigal (Ep Repo Ins. 633 of 1902 from
Truvalanjuli) known by her gifts to the Tiruvaiyaru
{Sri [Lokamahadesvaram temple, and another whose name
15 not traceable.

Rajaraja bad a number of queens: Danti-sakii
Vitankiar alias Lokamaladevi, Cliolamabadevi Abhimana-
vallis Trailokyamahadevi, Panchavanmahadeyi, lladama-
devi (Latamahadevi), Prithivimahadevt, Vanavan Mahadevi
alias Tribhuvana Mahadevi—the mother of Rajendra®—
and others known from the inscriptions.  Each of them
sel up a number of images in the Tanjore Rajarajesvara
femple, and made gifls to them. Lokamahadevi was
probably the chief queen, She it was whoe built the
shrine of Sri Lokamahadesvarar, called Uttara Kailasa
i fhe Sri Panchanadisvara temple at  Tirvvaiyaru
(Trivadi, 6 miles N, E, of Tanjore}, and made many
valuable gifs to it. The other yueens were sll apparently
princesses by birth, as the tille Mahadevi is attached to
their pames. Panchavan Mahadevi was probably the
davghter of a Pandya, Panchavan, bewng a hereditary
name of the Pandyas,

(1)E 20 1L Ik No, |
o L4 tms, 208 of 1894, Vimaladiis, the Bastary Chaldbya King of Veogi, ‘who
married Hujaraja's first daughter Kondaval alve bosicwed larga gifth. 1o the
beepls in abont AL D 10132,

{3 Vide Tos, No. 117=A of 1895 ; alan No. 448 af 1918,
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The personality of this mighty congneror excites
one’s imagination i but unfortunately few particulars have
survived. More s no doubt yet to be learnt of his
military achievements, mentioned in thousands of his
inscriptions found over a large part of the Madras
Presidency.  Until the eighth year of his reign
(A. D.994) hedid not undertake any expedition and
probably during this time he was recruiting an efficient
army, and preparing himself for the struggle to restore
Chola power and prestige.

When Rajaraja came to the throne, he inherited the
Chola and Kongu Kingdoms, the former comprising
very nearly the modern Tanjore and Trichinopoly
districts, and the latter the Coimbatore district, His
elder Sister Kundavai having married the Pallava King
Vandyadeva who was most probably a weak prince
and subservient lo Rajaraja, the latter’s authority
extended over the lerritories of the Pallava King also,
that is the whole of the country now known as the
Chingleput, North Arcot and South Arcot districts.

Rajuraja began his career by the conquest of the .
Chera country. His earliest recorded campaign in ot
about A. D. 994 was directed against 1he Chera King
Bhaskara Ravivarman' whose flcet he destroyed n the
port of Kandalur. He is also said to have seized the
Pandya Amara Bhujanga and his general, and captured

{1, Travanciore Arclealdgical Serfes, Val. [T, pp. 3=5  The earliest [nscrips
flomy ol Rajaraja amo ol the 8ih snd  10th eegoal yoars, and imply: fhie confsed
ol the Chern coantry,

fn diezsaing the pensobogy of e Chalas, the Kaifegettuparand, mentont
mhm}i sfint the Chiols king who vasnguished the Pandya tod Singhalose forges,

siates that be eapiured Uddka) b the Uthls  (or Chem) Ki . The
Vikrawa Cholan e similarly wifades oo him, aftor ihe Choley who buill the
Koamiabr Sabis  aod pralses Him for Taviog  cot off (e hesiis  of eighieon princed
pid cosguered Malal wode b retallation (o the (maall offermd (o bin an
Hu js refereed toin the Kalattengan-ShalaudNa and Rafareja-Lhelanl
also wa fhe ki who desteoyeld. Udalal, Tt iw evident thomfom thar Rajsmjs
compeneneed his carvey ul:wi‘unu by chaniising the princes at  Udakol lo fhe
Chora kingdom who  tad inwmled his sevoy—V  Kannkakabal Fillai—" Maldess
Maviow —Febrmry 1902

Vide Nalingsttupbarand - Canto VI, v 34,

Vikeowts Cholondfla - Ses frdlan Amigimry, XX11, p 142y shee
Hafrafa-Lhaland la,
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the port of Vilinam. [t was at about the 14th year of
his reign (A. D. 998-99) that most of his triumphs were
achieved.- He conguered the Gangas of Mysore
}capilai al  Talakad), the countiy of the Nolambas
Bellary), Tadigaippadi (not satisfactorily identified)
Vengi (southern part of the Northern Circars', Coorg
(Kudamalainadu), and the Pandyas. The last were the
natural enemies of the Cholis, and Rajaraja scems to
have gloried most in his victories over them, Having
already overcome the Chers, probably while destroying
his ships at Kandalur or in the war against the Pandyas,
Rajaraja assumed the title * Mommudi Chola," i-¢., the
Chola king who wears the three crowns of the Chera,
the Cliols and the Pandya! The title first oceurs in
an inscription of his fourleentl year at Mel adi in the
North Arcot district. The Western and the Easlern
Chalukyvas of the Deccan, who were both  destined
to be closely connected with the future history of the
Cholas, were conquered next.  The Eastern Chalukyas
fell before him in A.D. 998.92, and in their territory,
he brought to an end an interregnum of twenty-seven
years by putting a king of the old line upon the ‘throne,
apparently as his feudatory. A few years later, a prince
bf this house, Vimaladitya married the eldest daughter of
Rajaraja and became King of Vengi which was still under
Chola suzerainty. His son and grandson also married
daughters of Chola kings, and, 1t was the second of these
rulers, the great Kulottunga 1, who, 1 later years, claimed
the Chola Kingdom as his mother's heritage and esta-
blished a new dynasty at Tanjpore. The warlike Western
Chalukyas under Satyasraya 1T were subdued by about
A. D. 1006.7, though the victory cannot be said {o have
had permanent resulls, They remained for long the
most stubborn enemies of the Cholas. Dhiring the next
(hree yuars, Rajaraja subdued Quilun (Kollam on the
Malabar Coast), and the northern kingdom of Kalinga,
(the Vizag and Ganjam count lying south of Orissa)
through his son Rajencdra L. The Chola also simultaneously

‘;;H “mﬂuﬁu“&_ﬁn—“ the thoe Ipumrfﬂ“'l:h-ﬂl." Viite " The Codng”
w b9,

7
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directed his arms against Lanka (Ceylon) in order that
“the cight quarters might praise him," For a period of
the next three years between the 18th and 21st years,
A. D, 1002:05" of his reign, there is little infarmation of
his military exploits available from his mscriptions,
though passibly his protracted campaigns in Cevlon
during this period resulled in the annexation of that
island in the 20(h year of his reign. Rajaraja having
thus realised his cherished military glories, inor about
A.D. 1003 he sheathed his sword and turned his thoughts
towards a life in peace. During this busy period,
IRajaraja passed from victory to victory, and when he died
he was bc;.rnnd dispute the Lord Paramount of Southern
India, ruling a realm which included nearly the whole of
the Madras Presidency, Ceylon, and a large part of
Mysore.

It was about this time, the Chidambaram temple
authorities bestowed on him the title of “Sri Rajaraja "
and “Sivapadasckhara "' ; and, the king remembering the
pious works of his ancestor Parantaka [, began the
construction of the Great Temple at Tanjore, his capital
city. This has evidently served as a model for a large
number of other temples in South India, and is a
stupendous monument of the religious instinet of this
sovereign.  The period between the 23rd and 29th year
of his reign was also not characlerised by any military
exploits. The Chola dominions enjoyed peace, and the
king apparently devoted his energies fo the task of the
internal administration. His mind must at this period
have been preoccupied with the completion of the
Tanjore Rajarajesvara temple and the multifarious
endowments and gifts to it.

An ardent devotee of Siva as he was, Rajaraja
showed himsell to be a greal statesman, in being highly
tolerant in matlers of religion. All creeds received equal
lavour at his hands. The decorative sculptures on the

{1} Ar Padaviva i Ceylon,  thers ls & Tamil irwcription of the ITth ywar of
Rajamja Deva correspondiog to A, [, 1002-1005

Alsa Vide Kongudesan-Ra fakbal,
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walls of the temple, and the construction of some Vishnu
temples by him in Mysore, and his gifts to other Vishnu
temples recorded in his Inscriptions are proof of his
liberal policy. He had also granted large endowments
to the Cudamani Vihara in Negapatam' built by the
Sailendra King, Sri Vijayottunga Varman—the Lord
of Sri Visaya and Kataha (the modern Kedah in the
Malay-Archipelago).

The significant service of this great Chola to the
Saiva devotional literature deserves also particular
mention. As a worshipper of 5Sn Tyagaraja at
Tiruvarur, the king heard the recital at the holy presence,
of only a few stanzas, that remained current of the full
collection of the Tevaram hymns of Saints Sundarar,
Tirunavukkarasar and [nanasambandha. He was greatly
concerned at the loss of such a priceless treasure to
Saivism, and sct out for their search. His efforls were
fruitless, Hearing of the celebrated Adi-Saiva Nambi-
andar-Nambi of Tirunaraiyur,® the king sought his help,

{11 Vide, Exract from Leydin Geam, 14 sufpra, also Tad. And., VI 23 ;
andl Mudma G. O, Public Nos, 038 923 dated Any. 19, 1885,

{2) The tife of S, Nambl-antar-Nambi manticon the oame of the king s Apsra
Kulnsekamm Chala rullng & Tiruexeor.  He fs (dentified ar Rajiraia | hiceea [
Tha mnuniulﬂ:tdi:mvn{al ihe Tevargos hymns b as gives below (0 the
salne's i, ** AL this time, king Apays Kulapekam Chols Ma wan viling as
Tiruvarur, Thiy kisg was 1 greal devowse ol God Thyagesse o
Tiravaror, The king bavior coms to knnpw of (he miracles ol Nambiandne-
Rimbi, with hi iy nrm:'u“jnd all pu}-:phmmr:? _q-ﬂmt;hl:;iwhh |l.1'|;t1
guantities of {riids ani l.mt:t. worslipplog i andasNo 1o En el
him to offer all his- frafis sdid owests i gglllﬂpilhiﬂl. Hlmlrmﬁ:}hmbl
siineiifisil the offerings and gave thom 1o thit Ged who giasinnaly st them, There-
npon the king was mightily plessed, asd prayed. 1o Nambieandar-Nambi 1o bring
o Tjight 1ha  Twoaram Izym: of the great Salve Aposiles wnd  (heir lile
histories. Mambi anilar-Nambi made m tequen to Pollappiliayar, whe . sid,
* hern by &t the back of the golden temple ar Chilambaram & room hoaring the
palm imprints of the thres groat Aot les ahil the Teodwam Lyous are |Ihr-Irr|_||
there,”  Vallmppillaiynr alws recounted the histories of tha Salin Saints, This
Esct wadd- indlmated 1o the Eing.

“Thw hing nccompanied by Nauibiandue-Sambl wont g Chidambaram.
There ihey all bathed i the sacred " Sivagms ' tank, sl alies ihe dsamitl
eoremonles weesl Lo the jenple and worshipped the presiding Lord, Hambi-
anir-Nambl then composed (b pe=m Noygeeingffiaunipar-Viestiam o tha
Land of the Golden Templi,

" Thi king Intlmiated the Ased ks pars of Till (Chldamimram) aboul Lis
srrasd, The dos Jhaners sid that |l tha King could being ticss sainis ihe room

11617
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and discovered the collection of the Fevaram—Diyvine
garland of hymns—in a room at the back of Sri Nataraia’s
sanctum at the Chidambaram Temple. Nambi.andar-
Nambi also at the instance of the King compiled them as
the first seven of the twelve Tirumurai or Sacred Books
of Saivism, and, arranged to have them sung in the chief
Saiva shrines,

The fact of his religious fervour is also to be seen in
his naming the temple treasury as Tanjai Vijunkan the
unit of measure in the temple as Adavallan, and of weight
as Dakshina Meru Vilankan—the names of the deity.

If Rajaraja was great in War, he was not the less so
in peace ; for he had (he genius to organise Government
mn an eminent degree, and most of the kingdoms con-
quered by lim remained integral parts af the Chola
I:.mc[}rrc during the reign of many of his successors.
Under his strong rule, the conguered countries as well
as the Chola kingdom enjoyed perfect peace and secarity
of property,

The coins' of Rajaraja speak for the extent of his
dominions and the prosperity of his rule.  His copper
Kasus are met with throughout the Madras Presidency
in large numbers, though the silver ones are rare, and
gold ones are rarer still, There are two principal types
ol these, one carrying on both sides the Chola symbal

could be epensd,  Thareipm, the king coddiciod & hugs | festival L himaur of
Sri Mutarajs, and took the idols of e thees great salote in procession anil
brooghi them belore the oo cotiginimg e Tevaram hymm, e Andlanars
wore plesseid with ihe [ntalligence of (he king anid opencd (he room, 1t waan
MmNt tereniing sght 10 veo the palm Jesves o Whiih the hymns wore wrilinn
all covurid with whim anis asdenrlli  The mlm fenves word cacefuily ki
amd cleane =il o/, The bing wepr at the destroction of ilmoas sl) the Jesves
Then the Locd of Tilhi ina vidde Fruom Hesves, proclaimed, " Caly  thow
Iymins which are fit for this 2gw are predervnd, and all the et hive beer con-
sumed by the mhie ants af Our Wil Tien tlis ki g pacified and duresd
i ecetasy,  Hw asked Nambiasndar-Mamb) o campils iE@ Tewatram | fiymns  and
other eacred atisrnnces, Accerdingly Nambilandar-Nambi compiled them into
Eleven Yirumwrai—*" Sacred Books“—(16ms Poopemisd)ihe Brai seves
zomprivmg the Tevarram, and the (oor resy. ol 2l the berst of the Sabvm hymms
Oeen in oxiiwisce,"!

Fide 81, Sakhilu®s Feripapuranant, Tare == Tramsined o M. Nalla.
vinmi Piflal.  Mueylindan Prees 13y, g

(1) Vide " The Tamiliam Andiguary' Vol, 11, i, P PedB 0 B, Sowih
Twilian coing | Aw. Ef Bup, 1942, Ios, il & 1.4, ¥, calen G, O, No 919
Public dated 390 July 1912, B :
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of the tiger in the centre, flanked by the symbols of the
subject powers, the Chera bow and the Pandyan fish
with a legend, giving the name of the King; the other
called by Prinsep and Elliot the Ceylon type, in which
the symbaols give place to a rude standing human figure
clad in regal robes on the observe, and, on the reverse,
the same figure seated with the legend in Devanagari
characters, * Rajaraja® under the right arm. This type
appears in the reign of Rajraja 1 and persists for a
long. time after, even up to the reign of Kulottunga I.
There are also other types of Rajaraja’s coinage, and they
are fo be explained, that the King adopted the emblems
of his conquered princes, as he struck coins after each
victorious cvent,

"“'The accurate survey ' and assessment of the coun-
try for purposes of Land Revenue, the perfection
of the administrative organization of the country by the
creation of a strong and centralised machinery corres-
ponding to the staff of secretaries in modern administra-
tion and the posting of representative ofticers of (he
Central Government in suitable lncaliti_cs, the promotion
of a system of audit and control by which village assem-
blies and other quasi-public Corporations were held to
account without their initiative or autonomy being cur.
tailed, the creation of a powerful standing army, and a
considerable pavy which achicved even greater success
inder Rajendra than under himsell, mark oul Rajaraja |
as the greatest among the empire.builders ol Seuthern
India.’

The 29th was probably the last year of Rajarapm’s
reign, Even then his warlike spirit does not seem to have
abated, for in that year, a naval expedition was despatched
for the acquisition of a large number of unspecified islands

(1) The King carrind out & revente survey and selemunt, plvisg sinate
Attt of rond free and ot paying lands during ihis poriod.  Hin inwe
Eriptions (5. I, 1., 11, 1) I Tanjore lemple bee ln‘“lii]ll-“lltl:ﬂbﬂ'!l' to(he oocufacy
1o thiese operntions.  Land pe soall b extent ge md m Vale was men.

rnd anid nezeseed to mevenue, Tha {ac of & previewi surey by him b nles
botie aut by aunther bacription Moo of 1907 st Tirevesbur, fve miles
Kumbakonam, datel in {he 200k yazr of Rajamis 1.
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called the Twelve Thousand Islands—possibly the Lacea-

dives and Maldives' groups of islands in the Indian Ocean,

and they were brought under his sway. Probably in this

year, Rajaraja performed in the temple al Tiruyisalur

the Twlabhara ceremony, fe., weighing onesclf against

gold, pearls, or other such costly material in order (o

celebrate his victories. With him, Queen Lokamahadevi

also performed  the Hivanya-garbla—passing her body
through a golden cow and preseating it to brahmins. From

A D. 1011, Rajendra’ became the Yuvaraja and Rajaraja’s
colleague in a conjoint reign in accordance with the
Chola custom.

Wiien Rajaraja died in the 29th ar 30th year of his
reign, his empire seems o have included the whole of
the country comprised now by the Madras Presidency,
the provinces of Coorg and Mysore and the northern
portion of Ceylon. TIn all the inscriptions' in which

1) * Congueaw of the Matdives’— * The King of the Maidives sssuwmnes the stels
ol ity of ihe Towalve Thousm! Tulands "—HRagandot quoteg Persed, Anciend
Apcounts, This saral consues) of swhich we have no ditaits i suffizient {ndicstion
that the navy. ' which Rajendra used so aifectivaly eome years laier, biad besn
arguaiied undar his great fatlier who stands s many ways s the mme pelujion
to:Rajendes m Follip of Marsdon b Alessniles thy Great—" The Calas® 1, pi. 220,

(20 1. Aw, Hp. Rep, Tns. 42 of 1937 ab Tivavisalisr iy the Sei Sivavoganathas
svami temple. The imacriplon recording thin fact by engraved balow a salpiared
reprasantation af the King sml (ueen, ina worshipping posture.  (See plato from
& photegmphil,

* Thara (s not aewn g eell dbesod umine or paising of ‘Wit Kiog thaehas
come down to 69, <. 0 have exsmined the painting ool the  garbhogriba of
Tanjora tomsple | I seems posslbile that a smlwast 1 fgure which rectrs in
many of thase growps as 1be contral fGgare iv thar of Rajarjs fiimelf. e
sculpturod represontation of & King and Quean 'at Thruvimalur wmay be ol dhik
Kivg,""—The Colms,

This tampln has moanily bes renoviated, and unfortonaiely the nsc
sl the sculptured repressatatioes arm lost for ever 2y the stunes hive less
mwittiigly dressed over.

(4) Vidde dw BN, Rep. 1918 Rajendra 1's redgn v ealonlated sstronemlially 10
licgm batwesn May 6 and July 7, AD 1043, :

) A typenl inscoiplion s as lollows: =]t eommences with o Ssiakril
verse ** Hlealth amd’ Wealihi ! Tuis (1) the recond of the geant ol Hapmmb
Haja-hossrisvnrmman, which Is ladomed by iba' mws ol diadoms (] all  Princes
(Tamill o the ewesiieth dey ool e dusmtpesinth pese (Bf the reignl of
Ko-mjs-Searivarnan allas Sei-Rajienijs-Deia who 1o maka i knowa (o alll
that the goddess of the grost el bad, [k ibe Guddess ol wealih, become fils
consori-quoiied ihe eebelliog m  Kasdalar salal, asd By his valmor asd
victariots sy, oom Vumgie Nada, GGangal-padi, Tadikai-padi, Nulymbn-
paili, the sutmen Malsi-Nalo, Kollam, Kalingnm, asd spplasded by llhn'lrl
digectione, Lo, (sl susrounding wetbonsd, Diemndalam, aod (he sevez anld 8
hatl lakho of Irstapadl, who daprived the Pandyay of iisir splend sor and hav
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his conguests are detailed, due praise is given to the
faithiulness, valour, and efficiency of his army which
appears to have been so well equipped and organised,
fhat it never mel any reverse in all the campaigns.
Separate regiments of bodyguards, oot soldiers, and
archers are pamed in the inscriplions, wz, Royal
Body Guards of the Keralantaka Gate, Royal Body
Guards of the Inner Gate, Keralantaka's Chesen
Troops, Jananatha's Chosen Troops; Singalantika's
Chosen Troops, Pandita Chola’s Chosen Arcbers, The
fact that Rajaraja named his regiments, after his own
surmames, or the litles of his son shows the attachment
whicli the King bore towards his army. He had an
abiding interest inand love for his soldiers which is
clear from the fact that he acknowledged their due
share in the glory derived from his extensive conyuests,
Rajataja had likewise possessed a powerful Navy, of
which also he had made full use and acknowledged their
faithfulness-

Rajaraja seems to have been the first King of South
India. who recorded a short account of lhis military
‘achievements at the beginning of every one of his
inseriptions, and, thus handed down to posterity some of
the important events of his life. He was the first to
miake this innovation in his inscriptions, and this wdea
of Rajaraja seems entirely his own. This historical
senise in the King's highly intellectual nature is further
evidenced by the order which he issued to have all the
‘prants made to the Rajarajesvara temple engraved on
stone. It is to this laudable desire an the part of the
‘Chola to leave a permanent record of the donations to
the temples that we owe much of the information we now
possess of the Chola history for at least three centuries

sy Uistingalabeed binesell (hat le ks woeihy of worship everywimre,  (baj the
Udaiymr “Sri Hajarajasbiovs, while seaied (0 fle siatern room i he palace of
IrisisdiaCholn baviog, bestowed: (e asual) gits, wae plesed 1w commngd
bl TP T plls spaadte Ly us, the gilte made by oor elder winmr, the gitls mraile
by e gpueans, and the gifis made Ly ether fdonars 16, the Lond of the merel
uone Teniple weecind fry s a1 Tanjavar in ihe Tanjssur berram o ihe Pamdya
Wulusans vesla-nadi, be eagraved oo sions on the sicred cestraltower.—8, L 1.,
Vil 10, 5, Mo 85 of 1518,
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from the time of Rajaraja, lor his successors on the
Chola throne followed his example, and the grants made
during their reign between the tenth and the thirteenth
centuries of the Christian Era were engraved on the
stone walls of most of the ancient temples in Tamilakam,
These lithic records are dited in the regnal years of the
king, and in mentioning the name and titles of the king
the leading events of his reign or s martial exploits are
also briefly described. That this order was not a matter
entirely olr sell-glorification is borne oul by ofher records.
For instance, an inscription of his reign' records an
order of the king that the central shrine of the Sri
Vaidyanathar temple at the place, should be rebuilt, and,
that before pulling down the walls, the inscriptions
engraved on them, should be copied down in a book,
The stones were prabably rebuilt futo the temple m the
same order afterwards, or, the records were subsequently
re-engraved on the walls from the book-

The study of Rajaraja’s inscriptions Jeaves the
impression on one’s mind that he must have been a
dauntless warrior, an excellen! statesman, a lover of arls
and learming, and a pious deyolee of Siva His carlier-
years were devoted to the pursuit of worldly aims, and
the later to works of devation. His, was a noble lile
worthily lived, Rajaraja’s descendants remained for some
sixty years on the Chola throne; and, they upheld the
dignity, and to some extent even enlarged the boundaries
of the empire created by their celebrated ancestor,

1) dAn, Ep, Nep, No, 92 of 1893,
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APPENDIX D,
Raja Sarafoji Il and his Mahratti Inscriptions.’

Raja Sarafoji II* (AD. 1798—1833) holds a dis-
tinct place among the Maliratta rulers of the country.
His benefactions to the Great Temple have been many,
and they are recorded on the walls of the temple. Called
at the age of nine to the throne, by adoption,” to succeed
Raja Tufjajee (AD. 1704-87,) the young Sarafoji had a
rough set back by an illegitimate claimant (Tuljaji's halfl
brother, being son of Pratapsing by a sword-wife) who
had wort thie muspad and kept it on for nearly eleven
years. Amarsing was however deposed in A.D. 1798
a5 a resolt of the kind and courageous endeavours of
Saraloji's tutor and guardian, Rev. Schwartz of the
Danish  Mission who was able to satisfy the Court of
Directors through a memorial presented to the
Governor-General Lord Cornwallis, that the verdict of
the Tandits which had previously been pronounced
against the adoption was erroneous in law, and had been
obtained by corrupt means. Saraloji was again  pro-
claimed King and placed on the throne in place ol Amar-
sing on 25th June A, D. 1798.

“Sarafoji had the benefit of English education *
h‘ﬂ‘ﬂ Rey. Schwartz, and he was 4 good scholar in

L Vil A Hp. m.-iﬂq.mumu Ing ATSAT  Abna, Tt el the
lasstiptions published in 1907 by Salilh T. Sambamooethl Ras . x Tamil M.
Liapry o = I8 in iho Gaversment Crrimnml Manusoripas Liliary, Miibris,

i3l " Shihe Tajn Sarabojte 1 should pell guu T Ju'n srrong.dmily and
very luideme widdiedie] men, with myew abd nois Hir a o hawk, and very
tushy rey mosinchios, gererally wplenidhily dressed b wilk Ta alfitminasy ol
ormtioni nd lopking and tlking more lke s {avonmmble specianmn of 3 Franch
emteem] allisee (uin any other objogt of comparisan whicl oceied 10 e Vfliber.

“Heber onhie retwrm from & il 19 Garabicjee wiid " ] Bave seen uany
mmwﬁ bot not onp  whies deportmem whs mote princely.'*—Haber's
Jourgal, A salection p, 134, Humphiey Milford,

(Y Adipred on 22ail Janpary 1757 whan Sir Archilsld Campball wns Govers
nor of Madras, Haukey, p. 83,

{4} **1 have been puasing the st four days ia tha sieiey Of 8 Hindoo prince,
the Rap of Taajors who guited Fooreroy, Lavisior, Limmarmy, sod Butfon
Huently, has fopmed 0 more Aocirals judgmant of tie pootical mority of Shakie-
peare thar that wo folicitonyly expressed by Lon) Byean, aad bos sctually emitied

8



58 THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TANJORE.

Mahratti literature as well. He had a great regard for
English gentlemen and officers, As a sign of gratitude
towards them he had two columns erected at Setubava-
chatram and Pattukotta with the inscription * His High-
ness Maharaja Sarafoji of Tanjore, the [friend and ally of
the British Government, erected this column to comme-
morate the trinmphs of the British arms and the down.
fall of Bonaparte in A D 1814." "  On the death of Rey.
Schwartz, the Rajh erected out of his gratitude to his
old teacher a tomb to his memory in the Church
near the Sivaganga tank in the small fort at Tanjore.
Sarafoji patronized men of learning? and made an
extensive collection of books chiefly English and Sanskrit,
and was the first, it is said to start the Saraswati
Mabal Manuscripts Library in the Palace at Tanjore,
His English printing press at Tanjore in A. . 1805 was
one of the earliest presses with Devanagari type in
Southern [nchia,? of which he was justly proud, *as the
rarest curiosity of an Indian Court, '

Among the charitable acts done by Sarafoji the
following are worthy of mention. The Rajal had a
favourite mistress, before he was married, Muktamba by

Englinh Poeiry very superior Indeed to Notisenn’s w itaph on Shenstone, at the
mma thene i he iv moch respecied by the Reglish sificers i lile neighbonrhosd
un & real good Judie of & hoesa. and & cool, bold, and. duadly shot st liger, Tl
traith ie that he ls an estrannliiary man = Meber's Jowenad p, 133,

Of ' pitvate vizlt of ite Blshop to the palace, " The Hajah ** says Mr. Robin-
satt " recelond us ia ki Whmry, @ noble room with three rows of pillars, and
bamdssamely furnished on tfe English siyle; On one side lhere wre portmiis of e
Mahratis dynasty Irom Shabjes and Servape, len book rayes comaining a very
late eallacilon of French, lisghsh, German, CGross aml Latin books, and tun
others of Mahrana and Sansctit mandscripia, In the adjoining roam is gn. i
pumnp. un electriiying maching, an jvory sheleton, astromomical matesomes, and
pevernl oibee cases ol bonibs many of which are on the siibject of Medicioe which
was for some years his (avoaritn sody,  Ha showed o bis valoable eollsotion of
cofie paintings of flowses and nutural llstory, with each  of which lw smmmd o
have cousilerable asmunlitmnoe, iwmbirty, witlh the medicinal virthes of fm
plants in his kordis sfcons.”— Hickey, p 1S

Ik Sewill's Lin of Antigoiiies, 1, p. 233,

3} Vide Sarabesifra Bupala Kurawanchi, Sarufofi’s Court led g sumber
ol poets and writers on Medicine. Sivabkolundi, Desikar. Tirmveagadaths Pillal.
Raralburichl Velaywla Upadyayar, Venkainchalsmn Fillai, Soblarayd Kaviroyes

ar= anthors ‘ol vaious worke on Mediclie, - Saeaioji's bohly sppears to be
Modicine, and u Witk #Jcaad swsBus goms by his name.

(31 Sewall's List o Antiguities, 1, P28
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name, who died after giving birth to one or two children.
As he was much attached to her, in compliance
with her dying wish to found a charity in her name, he
dug tanks on the high read lo Ramesvaram, and esta-
blished a splendid feeding house, and named it the
Muktambal-puram.Chattram  The place is how known
as Orattanad, about 14 miles south-east from Tanjore.
He had also erected iwo sacrificial halls there,
wherein a number of Vedic sacrifices were performed.
Another inscription* records that under the orders of
Sarafoji 11, the consecration ceremony of the goddess
Brihadamba at Devakipuram in the Armi jaghir was
performed.

Ten Mahratti inscriptions' found on the walls of
the Tanjore Sri Bribadisvara Temple belong to Sarafo)i
11, and are of significant imporfance.

Ins. No. 415, on a floor of the east prakara of the
temple, ins. No. 416 on a pillar of the narth prakara, and
ins No. 417 on another pillar in the east end of the same
prakara dated all in Saka 1723 (A.D. 1801} record that
certain portions of the verandal on the north prakara
were repaired by Sarafoji Maharaja,

Ins. No. 419 on a stone setup at the well near the
Sabhapati mandapa dated in Saka 1724 (A.D. 1802),
states that the tank near the north prakara called
Mandukativtha was rebuilt in the form of a well,

Ins. No. 420 on one of the steps of the Ganapati
shrine dated Saka 1723 (A.D. 1801) informs that the King
rebuilt the sancluary (garblu-griha) of the Ganesa
shrine in the temple from the botiom to the pinnacle, and
also newly built the Ardha-mandapa and the Maha-

mandapa.

Ins. No. 423 on the north wall of the mandapa in
Ganapati shrine dated also Saka 1723 gives in extenso the
i} Am, Fp. R, 1007, po 20, ‘

\&) Aw. Ep. Rep., 1913, Tne. 308, duted in 13067 A.D.
(3) Aw. B, Rep., 1924, pp, 119 10 134, lan, 41319434,
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various repairs made to all the shrines in the temple. the
new mandapas constructed, and the stwone pavement
made in the middle of the prakara all round. Tt isalso
noticed that Sarafoji replaced the old Ganesa image by a
new one:  The replaced image (perhaps of the time of
Rajaraja 1) is still to be seen in a corner of the southern
prakara.

Ins. No, 421 on the north and wesl base of the
Ganapati shrine of Saka 1724 is an interesting record,
bearing evidence to the method of settling dispules by
ordeals adopled as late as A D 1802. We are Hetrein
informed that there had been existing a dispule for over
80 years, betwen two parties of village servants regarding
the proprietary right to certam  land and the royal
decision was in favour of the party most influential.
During the time of Sarafoji the parties appealed fo the
King agamn, and the appellant agreed to waive his ¢laim
on the vellivan-kani W any one of the respondents
dipped lus fingers in boiling ghee in the temple and
came out unscathed. This was agreed to, and one of
thie respondents did dﬁ) his fingers in the boiling ghee
and remained unscathed: The appellant then made
over the said land to the respondents as agreed.

Ins. No. 422 on the west and south walls of the
shrine, Pious Hindu as he was, Raja Sarafoji as a mark
of thanks-offering to the Almighty for having reinstated
him on the throne presented to the temple many jewels
and silver vessels in A.D. 1798, the very year in which
he was again placed on the throne.

Ins. No. 424 0n the south wall of the verandah of
the Great Temple, “engraved in a D. 1803, gives in
chronological order, the history of the Bhonsle family,
descuibing in detail the achievements of Shahji and lis
son Sivaji the Great, and cotitinues the family history
dqwn to Snml‘nji. the King of Tanjore, ut whose orders
this long inscription (occupying 119 royal octavo printed
pages) was engraved. It contains some interesting
matter which is found neither in the History of the
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Makrattas by Ranade nor in the volumes of Duif
Neither of these contain any detailed history of the
Mahratta Rajas of the Tanjore Principality. Tiie genco.
logy given in the above record carries us backwards by
fifteen gencrations [from the one given by Sewell on
p. 193 of his Lists of Antiquities, Vol. IL." A summary
of the inscription, so far as it relates to Raja Saraloji is

given below :

« Tuljajee Maharaj dred jssueless and had to adopl
belore his demise a child of the collateral line, whom he
named Sarafoji. Tuljajee celebrated the adoption cere-
mony with greal pomp, and entrusted the adopted boy
o the hands of Mr. Hudleston, the then Resident
at Tanjore, under the Courl of Direclors, and Rev,
Schwartz. Thereupon all the miscreants assembled
together and gave out, that in as much as Sarafoji had
been adopted as heir by Tuljajee and was entrusted to
the protection of the Eoglish, the interest of the latter
would prevail and the natives of Tanjore would lose their
means of livelihood-

" To guard against this it was suggested that Amar-
sing (though born of a concubine of Tuljajee and unfit
to govern) was an adull and must be thrust upon the will
ol ﬁxe dying King. Accordingly, Amarsing was faken lo
the King tﬁﬁlc in his last moments and 1t was spread
that Amarsing was placed on the gadi by Tuljajee.
Further they even went 1o the length of procuring the
signature of the King on his death-bed ton letter regard-
ing the continuity of the Raj under Amarsing, Tuljajee
died 1 A. D). 1786, It is also said in the record that
this paity conlrived 10 prevail upon the twelve pandits

selected, to pronounce the adoption of Sarafoji invalid

aceording to the sasiras. Thus in A, D. 1787 Amarsing
was crowned Rajah with the sanction of the Madras and
Bengal Governments. But Rev. Schwartz espoused (he
cauise of Sarafojl, and informed the Courl ol DIFEE!{}TS ol
e East India Company of all that had transpired. He
wis thereupon directed to guard the persen of Sarafoji
from any puossible danger. Sarafojl was declared after a
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lapse of eleven years, the rightful successor of Tuljajee
by the Court of Directors who during this period carefully
went into the question. Sarafoji was again placed on the
throne in place of Amarsing in A. D, 1798,

“ 1t {s possible that Sarafoji, by having this long
historical inscription, engraved on the temple walls,
wanted fo give publicity to the legality of his adoption
by Tuljajee Raja.’

Daring his reign of thirty-five years, Raja Saralojl
proved tobe one of the best rulers of the country, and
* pver his death was the mourning of a nation. e died,
and Tanjore was as Rachel weeping for her children, and
would not be comforted, because they are not- [t'was
like the mourning that once had happened in the memo=
rable hind of Goshen, when a great man, a Patriarch, had
passed away | With Sarafoji drooped the glory of Tanjore,
and after him it departed.”™

(1) Am. Ep, Rep., 1934 pp, 410-422.
14 Vids Hickny—The Tangore Mafratta Priscipality, p. 12




APPENDIX E-
Notes on & few Tanjore Temple Inscriptions of Rajaraja 1.

No. 69 of 1888 (Tamil and Grantha)—On the south
wall of the Garbhingrika, second tier, A record in the
twenty-ninth year of Ko-Rajakesarivarman alias Rajaraja-
deva 1, spectfies the revenue in paddy, in gold and in
money which a number of villages had to pay to the temple.
These had been assigned by the king till the twenty-ninth

ar of his reign. The inscription is of value for the
*onstruction of the fiscal history of the land. Details of
the taxes on animals, trees, tanks, clc,, are given on the
first tier. The second tier gives details of the fiscal lerms,
the currency, weights, measures, prices, rates of interests
cte. The third tier relates thatin Ceylon (Ham) villages
were required to remit the revenuc in paddy, money
and illuppaspal (Bassia Longifolin}—@aiems eraifer,
showing the king's solicilude to provide the requirements
of the temple.

One single wvillage in Ceylon sent 3164 kalams,
2 funis and 2 nalis of paddy per annum by the
Adavallan measure. The third tier inscription gives also
a description of the jewels and ornaments Rajaraja pre-
sented to e Deity not only from his treasury, but from
the booty obtained in his conquest of the Pandyas. Such
are for instance necklaces, armlets, bracelets, rings, gold-
plated sandals set with jewels, rings set with mine gems
(diamond, sapphire, pearl, topaz, cinnamon, stone, coral,
emerald, lapiz lazuﬁ? and ruby). Mention of orna-
ments like Sonakachchidukkankudu shows the reminis-
cence of Greek, Roman and Arabian influcnce and pre-
sents by devotees of other nationalities also.

No. 37 of 1888 records Rajaraja’s ‘deposit of 360
kasus with four bazaars at Tanjore for paying out interest,
one hundred and hifty plantains daily (54,000 in the
year) The cost of the plantain is one kasu for 1,200, So
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the ‘total cost would be forty.five kasus, which is the
usual interest on three hundred and sixty kasus.

No. 38 of 1888 describes the setting up of ‘seven
images, among which were those of |nanasambandha,
Appar and Sundaramurti.

Now 79 of 1888 (Tamil and Grantha,)—Tngide
Gopura, right of entrance. A recard in the twenty-ninth
vear of Ko-Rajakesarivarmam alias Rajirajadeva I+
Records two deposits of money by Adittan Suryan Tenna-
van Muvendavelan, the srikarya of the Rajarajesvara
temple, with the people of a village, the interest of which,
paid in paddy in the first case and in money in the second,
was to be devoted to certain needs!

No. 103 of 1888 (Tamil awd Grantha)—Inside
rakara, west, tenth pillar. A record in the tenth year ol
daivar Rajarajadeva, saying that his queen Abhimana:
valli set up the image of Siva, Brahma and Vishnu asa
boar to illustrate the Arunachala-mahaimya-

No. 107 of IS8 (Tamil and Grantha) Inside
Prakara west, fifth niche and fourteenth pillar. A
record in the twenty.ninth year of Rajaraja Deva | that
Queen Tratlokya Mahadevi set up the images of Kalyana-
sundara, Ums, Vishou, Brahma, ete., and presented
ornaments to the first two.

No, 111 of 1888 (Tamil and Grantha,)—Inside
prakara, first niche, fourth and fifth pillars and second
niche of the north enclosure. A record in the twenty-
ninth year of Udaiyar Rajarajacdeva 1, saying thalthe
queen Panchavan Mahadevi set up the images of Tanjaya-
lagar, Uma, and Ganapati and presented ornamentss
The inscription has been :{Iilcer inS. [ I, Vol 11, 1,
No. 51, pp, 203.17.  This is an elaborate document on the
jewellery of the age. :

No. 20 of 1897 (Tamil) on the outsicde of the narth
enclosure of the temple records gilts in the shape ol

ME——

{1} S 1 4 Vol 11, Ko, 36, pp 130-31.
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money, she-buffaloes, cows and ewes by the King's
officers, and other individuals, and groups of men lor
burning lamps in the temple.

No. 21 of 1897 ( Tamil) on the same wall, records
gifts of cattle to various shepherds by Rajrajadeva for
the supply of ghee for lamps. to the Rajartjesvara
temple, at one wlakkn of ghee per day for one sacred
lamp, by the Adavallan (Measure).

No. 30 of 1897 (Tumil).—On a pillar of the wesl
enclosure of the samc temple. A record in the twenty-
ninth year of the Chola King Ko-Rajakesarivarman alias
Rajarajadeva 1. Records the setting up ol seven: copper
images of the God Ganapati by king Rajarajadeva, mis.,
{wo in the dancing posiure, one big and the other small,
three of varying heights comfortably seated, and two in
the standing posture. '

No. 37 of 1897(T: amil) —On the south wall of the same
mandapa, Arecord in thee twenty-ninth year al the Chola
king Ko-Rajakesarivarman alias Rajarajadeva.  Records
the assignment to the Tanjore temple of certiin villages
in Tondamadu, Pandinadu, Gangapadi, Nulambapadi,
Malainadu and Iam (Ceylon).

Nos 50 and 60 of §. [1.1. Vol. 11 ii, on the east,
north and west walls of lhe Chandesvara shrine, situated
apposite to the north entrance of the central temple:
N‘«'&- 50 describes one diadem and ning girdles for the use
of the image of Rajarajesvara, the chief idol of the

¢ These ornaments were made partly of gold anid
jewels from the temple treasury Tanjai Vitan an, and
partly of pearls, which king Rajarajadeva had present-
ol to the temple belore the 20th year of his Teign.
number of corals, which formed part of the ornaments,
were purchased by the temple treasurers for gold, which
the king had seized after conquering the Chera king
anid the Pandyas in Malainadu-

()8, 1. 1 Vol 11, No. 81, 0P 405.7-
i S04 Vel 1, Mo, PL i Hi4eLS,

9
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AIPENDIX G—2.
The Tanjore Line of Nayaks.
(A.D. 1549—1674).

Sevvappa = Muttiaoimn,
130—=1572

|
Arhynmppa 1572—1014

Raghiunatha 1614—The confficy with the Muzsalman
powers of Golkomln and Bilapnr.
't'ih?l.rwlmv? boiad

| |
Mannaru J. 1662, Snngamalydas— | Prince)
Infancy 1862—1674
and Bijgpur's interfecente.
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APPENDIX H.
A Note on Tanjore City.

Tanjore, constituted & Municipality ' in 1866, i5
the headquarters of the district of the same name, Itisa
Railway Junction for the Negapatam Branch of the
South Indian line opened in 1861, The station has a
convenient set of retiring rooms, and closeby is the
Municipal Dak Bangalow, and, the Rajah’s Chattram
maintained by the District Board. There arealso the
Sreyasi and Vennar Chattrams, the former founded by
Raja Sivaji in A, D 1837, and the latter by Pratapa
‘Simha in about A.D. 1749 ; also another rest house called
the Tengondar Chattram, adjacent to the railway station.
The City possesses afairly cool and equable climate, and
is situated south of the Vadavar river; and a mile further
fows the Vennar 2. a branch of the Cauvery, The new
Mettur Canal passes through the city washing the walls
of the Sivaganga Fort on the west. A number of ghats
recently constructed on the canal provide a much desired
amenity of civic life. The greatest length of the city
south and north 1s about 43 miles and its greatest
breadth east and west about 3 miles.

Tanjore comprises primarily two main divisions, the
small fort of Seyvappa and the large fort of Vijayaraghava,
and, three suburbs, Mahar-nombu-chavady® in the south
cast, Karunfattangudi and Palliagraharam in the north,

(1) 1833 Conenz figure, ﬁa.ﬂ&l.’._‘:_ - |
(2) © smemi wolp Rrspn el Qarewiipgra anss
Faidruns,
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THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TAN]JORE. 77

and the modern town extensions of Ganapatinagar and
New (now George) Town in the sonth.  The former con-
fains as has been seen alrcady the Great Temple of
Rajaraja, the Sivaganga tank and the Schwartz church,
which are all in-a good state of preservation. The old walls
and the moat are still & fine sight.  The larger fort cover-
ing nearly an area of 530 acres contains the Palace of thie
old Rajahs. The fort walls' of thick masonry, 15 feet high,
have been for the most part knocked down and the moat
some three miles long and 15 feet deep filled up, but
considerable portions of both remain still.  Within, and
without the fort, large and substantial houses ibound,
ind the four main strects of the city are fine and broad.
On the eastern rampart of the fort is 3 monster cannon
called ** Rajagopala ™, twenty-four and odd feet in length,
ten feet in outer circumference with 4 bore of two and a
half feet, and, it is said it has only once been fired. The
city contains within it seventy, four temples administered
by the Senior Prince of Tanjore. who is their hereditary
Trustee, six others maintained by public, and many
others by private organisations,

The Palace on the left of the East Main street 15
bewildering series of large and rambling buildings gene-
rally attributed to the Nayak nnd_ Mahratta periods.
Those responsible for their construction do pot seem to
have followed any settled plan, or to have been guided
by anything more definite than the whim of a particular
king, or the need of the moment. The result is con[usmﬁ
in the cxtreme, the general impression leit on the min
being of something curious rather than beautiful, and all

the same majestic,

{1) Vidu Proceedlngs of the Madias Governmmm] MNos. 343 and 384, G O,
Mo, 16 dated T6th [anuwry 1963, 7 The pows walls will be drdvin dowe and the
direty Hltedd u;»..,.l'gn.uul I Fart and i bnildings. The wally aald diteh gound ihe
fown of Tanjore and the Palice now ocuufpied Dy the innily ol the lals Hajah,
Thews xre a1l Fiats prroperty sod mmsd be s preatail ",

Ser Llst aupea pp 3230, The Hapgopalasrami, the Topparankiu|
hll:::.r, arl Bri '-":ﬁ:hnnf:uuumq prples have ingeciptines, ¥ ide A, 72, Rep,
1897, [na Mos. 39-51, Theiwn fofmer belnng td the Vipvanagar times, and the
last in Kasautaitangudy o the tim of lh-__thhu.
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The entrance is by way of a large quadrangular
courtyard. The encircling walls are pierced by big
gateways to the north and east, and by a small postern in
the north-west corner. The courtyard leads to a many-
pillared hall, Ta the right and left of the main door are
shrines to Lakshmi and to Subralmanya- Paintings
adorn the high ceiling, while the outer corridor, on the
western side, served as a guard room for sepoys and
bandsmen.

A small inner courtyard gives access to a larger ane,
The archway between is adorned with a hunting pictureg
of the last Raja. Further on, yet another archway has
its inner walls enlivened by coloured representations of
Hanuman, Lakshmi and Krishna

On the southern side of the third quadrangle is a
building (like a vimana) 190 feet high with cight storeys.
It is the Gudagopuram, which was once the armoury.
Fergusson! writes of this tower, “ As you approach Tan-
jore, you sce two great vimanas not unlike each other
in dimensions or outline, and at a distance can hardly
distinguish which belongs ta the greal temple; on
closer inspection; however, that of the Palace turns out
to be made up of dumpy pilasters and fat balusters and
ill designed mouldings of Italian architecture; mixed up
with a few details of Indian art! It can be approached
by a steep flight of narrow stairs situated in the north-
west corner of the courtyard in front of the Mahraita
hall. By climbing to the summit, a good idea is gained
of the interior construction of buildings of the kind. Each
of the seven storeys is characterised by a domed central
chamber, encircled by arched and pillared eormidors,
and each treated to a different style of ornamentation.
On the second are cupid—like figures blowing bugles
horses appear on the third, the sacred Garuda birfi
on the fourth and so on. Here was the armoury of the
Tanjore Rajas till A,D. 1855.  With the death of Sivajh
the last king of Tanjore, the Ruj become extincl

(1) Imdian and Bastern Architocture, I, p. 410,
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The contents of the armoury became useless to the
family, and the British Government decided fo remove
them. The whole array consisting of many very valuable
blades of European workmanship were removed to the
Trichinopoly arsenal, and alter a commitiee of officers
had solemnly reported the ancient arms unfit for use
in modern warfare, the Government after selecting the
best for the Museum, ordered the residue to be broken

up and sold as old iron in A-D 1863 *.

The chiel sights of the Palace are the two real
Durbar Halls of the dymasties of the Nayaks and the
Mihrattas, the Raja Sarfoji Ssrasvati Mahal Librarys
and a * private " palace temple of Sri Chandramaulisvara,
the family deity of tle Mahratta Rajas.

The majestic throne room of the Malirattas faces a
square courlyard, above which it is raised by about
three feet. A fine effect is lent by the many large
pillars that supporl the lofty roof, circular in shape and
smooth, These lall columns are coloured a rich tone
of red, and are entirely decorated with twining garlands
of grapes and vine leaves in white paint. From the
body of the hall, six brilliantly hewed steps lead up to
a stone platform, The centre of the platferm is occupied
by a slightly raised dais approached by a couple of
steps: This supports a glittering canopy, beneath which
the Rajas’ gill throne once stood. The walls of the
Hall are hung with immense otl paintings portraying all
the Rajas of the Mahratta dynasty. Thé open court in
front of this Hall was used once asan archa for bull
tight. Rams too were pitted against one another, wrest-
lers met at close grips, and acrobats performed many

wondrous feats.

To the north and {he south of the enclosure are
screened off upper places from where the ladies of the
zenana witnessed the proceedings.

L]

(1} fmadéan Antignary. Vii=""0td Indisn Armaues.”
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On the east of the third quadrangle is the Telugn
Durbar Hall of the Nayak kings. It is much simpler in
its gencral scheme of decoration than that of the
Mahrattas. In front, three massive columns rise up to
support a facade elaborately decorated with plaster figures.
The floor is ornamented with alternate squares of black
and white, Five steps lead up to a very remarkable
slab of gneiss 18' x 1672 2" 14", sculptured in allo relievo,
suras and asaras fghting, formerly occupied by the
throne, but now used as a platform to support a fine
while marble stalue of Raja Sarafoji by the sculptor
Chantrey. He is standing with the palms of his hands
joined as if in prayer, and he wears the triangular turban
used by the Tanjore Rajas. The statne and the Saras.
vathi Mahal Library are situate opposite, in the same
gpmdr;ngh', and form a public trust gifted over by the

anjore Royal family.

The Maharaja Sarfo)i's Sarasvathi Mahal Library;
has a remarkable collection of about 30,433 Sanskrit and
other vernacular palm leal manuscripts and 6,420 printed
volumes, besides a large number of journals. This
library is unigue in India, and, according to Dr. Burnell, -
whao has catalogued the Sanskrit manuscripts which are
the largest in number, the library represqnts the resul
of three hundred years of collecting by the Nayak and
Mahratta Rajas, dating from the end of he 16th or
beginning of the 17th century. HHe attributes all the
nagari manuscripts to Mahratta times, a considerable
number of which was collected at Benares by Raja
Sarafoji in about A, D, 1820,

A recent addition to the library is a fairly large
number of manuscripts in the Modd script of the Mahratll
language. They formed part of certain court records ', and
as they contained valuable information about historical
matlers, civie, educational, and sanitary and other details
of the admimstration of the Mahratta Rajas of Tanjore,
they were added on to the library with the permission

{1} © 5. 39 1929 oo the fls of the Dharrkt Judge of Tanjire Wesl
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of the District ludge. The following paragraph from the
Court Commissioner’s report will be found of interest :—

“ Occasionally, records relating to some matter of
historical or other public nterest furned up. The Uth
liecad or class 15 # heterogenous group and comprises
many difterent matters. The Danes obtained from the
Nayak Rajahs of Tanjore under a grant in 1620 Tran-
quebar and a few villages adjoining it; they continued
to occupy them till 1845 when the British East India
Company acguired them by purchase (The Tanjore Dist.
Manual by the late Dewan Bahadur T. Venkasami Rao,
page 124). The Danes were paying an annual subsidy
to the Rajahs of Tanjore and the British continued the
payment till about 1852 Papers relating to the payment
of the above subsidy are found in Bundle No, 1, sub
Nos 44.57 etc. The exact date of the birth of the last
Shivaji Maharajn is not known. Papers relating to his
tonsure in childhood, etc, may help to fix that date.
There are again papers relating to his several marriages,
af his installation, and of his death. Papers relating to
similar events in the lives of some of the preceding
Rajalis are also found in the records. There are papers
to show that the Rajahs were alive o their cwic duties.
The provision made by Sarafoji Maharajah for water
supply by the repairs to the big Scﬂrapra Naicken fank
outside the fort walls and the protected Sivaganga tank
inside the fort, the institution of a Kliering or other
device called the Jale Sustram (me @@ g2a) in the acque-
duct leading from the bigger to the smaller tank, the
provision made by that Rajali for effactive driinage of the
fort by the construction of masonry drains in the main
and small streets of Tanjore. the working of an'institution
similar 1o that of the municipality ::a.l[ed_ tt!c Nugara
Parishkaruy Sabha for the proper sanitation of the
town, efc., are all lound among the records. There were
courts of justice established by the Rajahs talled the
Mudrita Sabha, Dharma Sabla ete. To a student
interested in studying the legal systerrs of procedure in
vogue in former days, the records containing the proceed-
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ings of these Sabhas will be of much use. Records relat:
ing to the establishment and mamntenance of Vedapata-
salus, schools of art, etc. and of the Saraswathi Mahal
Palace library now called the Tanjore Maharaja Sarafoji's
Saraswathi Mahal Library are found among the records,
There are also records relaling to the levy of land and
sea customs and of excise duties by the Tanjore Rajahs
and by the East India Company.  During the invasion
of the country by Hyder Ali, it appears that the idols of
Sri Tyagarajasvamy of Tiruvalur, of Rajagopalasvamy
of Mannargudi, Sri Kamakshi Amba of Conjeevaram and
idols of other places were brought to the Tanjore fort for
safety. Paper sub No. | of Bundle No. 1466 gives an
account of the homours paud to these deilies when they
came lo Tanjore. There is a nolification in Tamil of
1820 of a pearl fishery at Negapatam.'

The library also contains several large portlolios
filled with interesting and valuable colour prints, an
illyminated volume of Quran, the earliest palm leaf
manuscript of the Maha Bharata and olhers, The library
15 now constituted a public trust, and is managed by a
Committiee consisting of the District Collector, the Dis-
trict Judge, the Juntor Prince of Tanjore and two non-
offictals nominated by the District Collector, and the
lunior Prince.

Madamaligai is the name of the tower which rises
from lhe palace roof, afa little distance, beyond the
Gudagopuram. It is six storeys high, and possesses
more than a hundred very narrow steps. The traditional
account of the building is, that it wus built by a Nayak
King to gaze across in the direction of Srirangam
(Trichinopoly) to enable him to worship Sri Ranganatha,
every midday, thal it was many storeys higher still,
cerfain portions came down struck by lightning, and the
present  remains  were subsequently  repaired  and
preserved,

The Sangita Makal or Music Hall is a miniature of
the surviving court of Timmala Nayak's (A. D, 1623-59)

| Vide Adm. Hep ! Tanjore Palace Sainsvatl Mabml Library lor 193930




THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TANJORE. B3

Palace in Madura, [t is a large detached building close
by entered by a low massive antique portico. The floor
of the interior was sunken, much resembling a huge
swimming bath, and a covered gallery ran round the
wall above, whence, it was said, the ladies of the courl in
old duys used to look down helow the games, wrestling
matches, and music contests

The Chandramaulisvarasvami lemple, within the
Palace premises is a private shrine for family worship by
the Rajas of Tanjore. It was declared a private institu-
tion, and maintained from out of the private estate of the
Ranis ever sinceA-D, 1866", and, still under the possession
and management of the royal house. The shrine contains
very valuable crystal Lingas, and other images of rare
workmanship, In the courtyard of the shrine, the
sacred rites necessary for the marriages of the royal
family of the Mahrattas take place, as well as their other
sacred and secular functions.

A labyrinthine diark passage (@@—® wama) which
runs zig zag for a considerable length in the central
portion of the main palace is of much interest to all
sightseers.

The Rani’s handsome Clock Tower near the Raja-
Mirasidar’s (now the Government Headguarters) Hospital
was built in A.D. 1833 by the Municipality al a cost
of over Rs. 19,000, of which a sum of not less than
its. 12.000, and the site of the building were the gift of

the Ranis of Tanjore.

The Tanjore District was the scene of the cariiest
labours of Christian Misstons in India. In A. D 17006, the
German Prolestant Missionaries, Ziegenbalg and Pluts.
chan established a Lutheran Mission in the Danish settle-
ment of Tranguebar. This was extended to Tanjore in
A.D, 1778, by the Rev. C. F. Schwartz of the same Misston,
who sometimes previously had transferred his services to
the S, P. C_ K, and again to the S. P. G. Mission in

(1) ¥ide G, D, Mo, 3231, darned I2ih Auguni. 1565,
3 &
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A, D. 1826, which continued its work. The Roman
Catholic Missions in Tanjore also date from the first
haif of the 18th Century long before the Protestant, and,
the city is one of their principal seats. There are tiyo
large and sobstantially buill Protestant Churches, the
Schwartz Churct, originally called Christ Church. in the
smaller fort, and the oller the St. Peter's Church in
Mahar-nombu-chavadi.  The lormer was at the beginning
a mud wall church erectud by Majit Stevens, in which
Rev. Schwartz officiated o the English garrison and other
Christians, both Indian and European. The English
service was lield Dere tll June A 1D 1798, when, on the
restoration of Sarafoji to the throne, the British troops
evacuated the adjacent small fort and the temple,  Tamil
service was therealter conducted permitted by the Rajah,
and, it is now performed annually once on the morning
of the New Year's day. This church—"a striking and
gratifying memorial of Christian excellence and of Hindu
gratitude and affection™ is a gill of Raja Saralofis in
token of his affection and esteem for Rev. Schwarts, and
was constructed by him in A D. 1779 s interior
contams a marble tablet by Flaxman representing in -
basso.relievo, the death bed of Schwartz, Gereike the
missionary standing behind him, two ministers of the
Rajah, three boys from Schwartz's School sround his
bed, and Raja Sarafoji at his side grasping the hand and
receiving the blessings of his dying friend, The follow-
ing verse composed by Rajal Sarafoji and inscribed
on Schwartz's tombstone in St, Peter's Church is of
significant interest :

" Firm was thou, humble and wisg

* Honest, pure, free lrom disguise ;

" Father ol Orphans, the Widows' support

" Comfort in sorrow of evury sort,

"' To the benighted dispenser of light

" Doing and pointing to that which js right,

“* Blessing ta princes, to people, to me ;

" May I, my father, be worthy of thee

* Wishes and prayeth thy Sarabojee "
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The latter SL Peter's Church was the outeome of e
for a more spacious and permanent church as the
ngregation increased rapidly, and, financed largely by
Government for its construction.. 1n. this church 1s
deposited the last remains of Rev, Schwartz (d. 1798)
as also of Jenichi (d. 1800} and Kohlhotf (. 1844). The
small house north-west of the former church and close to
it, 15 said to have been Schwartz’s residence till 1780
when he moved to Mahar-nombu-chavadi, Twosubstantial
and commodious honses are also attached to the two
churches. The mission has large endowments in money
and lands left by its founder Schwartz and his princely
ward Rajah Sarafoji.

The amenities of social hife are amply provided by
the Theosophical society, the Union Club, and the English
Club, and, the more recent Sudarsana Sabha, the Young
Men's Literary Association, Kumara Gana Sabha, the
Cosmopolitan Club, and other vounger associations. The
Karan!j:ni Tamil Sangam founded n 1911 at
Karunttattangudi, and, to which is attached a Higher
Elementary School, an Orphanage, a Library and a free
Dispensary 15 the premier centre of Tamilian edu-
cation in the Chola Desa, Hs monthly publication
(#8pd Quigdn) ' Tamul Polil ' is a high class Journal of
Tamilian research and Literary criticism.

‘Traces of the ancient Chola fortifications, or, of theu
residential palaces are not found in the vicinity. It may
be that in the palmy days of Chola supremacy, the
capital Tanjore extended as far as Vallam * in the south,
and Arkadu* in the north with the great Rajarajesvaram
Temple at the centre.’ Remnants of old fortifizations exist
there still, which bespeak the whispers of an old time tale.

(1) Vallar,a amall town, om & small plateiu, mvon miles  sotthewhai of
Tanjore, bl & sirdig bullt fors, lew trazes of which scoap) (b mos, now
ramaii, 1t 8 aoe o the Dealthioss localithes (o the diueict, o an elevatsd lovil,
 well deatoml, and well venlilated; ool 6 the residence of the Collecior of the
ilEbedfet. -

o ) Arkindle, now a small village aboof & miles notili-weil of Tanjore, laned
-:rlr. im Sangsm pecind and gplerred o Ahdednura.
-
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