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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

Tre following Translation of an interesting portion
of Mirkhond’s Genermal History of the East was
completed many years back, under peculinrly un-
favonrable circumstances—the possesgion of only
one Manuseript, and the want of some leamed
friend to consult on the difficult and doubtful pas-
sages which occur i the original. The under-
taking, commenced under such discouraging pro-
spects, hias at present been revised under more
favourable auspices : the Library of the East-India
College supplicd two valuable Manuseripts ; and
Dr. Wikmss, of the East-India House, to whom
Oriental Literature is so deéply indebted, kindly af-
forded the use of three Manuseripts from the Library
of the Honourable the East-India Company.

I addition’ to these advantages, the Translator
enjoyed that of consulting the Minza Tsnasin® a
learned native of Shiriz, who to an intimate know-
ledge of the customs and languages of Westemn

“ Asumant Profesor, East-Indm College, Homis
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Asiit unites an extensive acquintance with English
and European literature. The Translator now re-
grets that he did not more frequently avail himself
of such powerful aid, so cheerfully afforded on every
occasion. In this version nnthing has been in-
tentionally passed over, excepting the enumeration
of difficulties and the various readings; even the
seeming tautology of the text has been adhered to
in tumerous passages, where a concise ‘Arabic sen-
tence has been dilated into sonorons Persian periods.
On the whole, the translation h&sheenkept 80 close
to the original, that it is hoped the Oriental Stu-
dent may find it a useful and faithful auxiliary i the
perusal of the Rauzat-us-Safi; and, as this motive
las chiefly influenced the Translator, he trusts that,
for whatever [aults may be found in the style, this
important object, which he never lost sight of, may
serve as an apology or extenuation.

To those who cultivate the science of Political
Economy, the Oration of Minucheher will prove
highly interesting ; as containing a summary of the
Oriental doctrines on that subject, emunating from
a patriot king, sanctioned by the Mubeds, and
hailed with acclamations by a grateful people.

To the Classical Scholar, the accounts of Darius
and Alexander the Great, as transmitted by the



( m )
Historians of the East, will present a striking and
amusing contrast with the history of these Monarchs
as recorded by the Writers of Greece and Rome.

Equally strang is the contrast between the views
taken by Lucian, in his celebrated Treatise on the
Mode of Writing History, and those of Mirkhond in
his Prefuce, when treating of the dignity of History,
and the qualifications required i the Historian :
but the geius of Oriental eloquence, and the pecu-
liar composition' of the Persian language, rendered
it impossible for our author to adopt the simplicity
of style so happily inculcated by the Grecian eritic.

In comparing the Rauzat-us-Safi with the Da-
hiﬂtﬁ.u‘,.mnny passages shew that the Authors of
these works derived the history of the two first
dynasties of Persian monarchs from a common
source. The pamgraph in the Life of Alexander
the Great which forms the commentary on the
superiority of the Instructor over the Parent OCeurs,
almost verbatim, i the Dabistan, although intro-
duced on a different oceasion,

The Nores annexed to this work have been
chiefly taken from the valuable and standard pro-
ductions of Sir Jons Marcorm and ‘Sir Witszos
Ouvsetey.  To these has been added a condensed

* See¢ Appendix, p. 139
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view of some leamed and curious Papers on aneient
Persian History, by Anquetil du Perron, which ap-
peared in the Acadéotie des Inscriptions. A few
remarks, accidentally omitted i the body of the
work, will be found in the ArPeENDIX.

The system of orthography is nearly that adopted
in Jomnson’s edition of Ricnaknsox’s Arabic and Per-
sian Dictionary; excepting in monosyllabic proper
names, such as Zal, Sam, and such lke; which
have invariably been written Saum and Zaul, in
order to prevent the possibility of their degene-
rating into Sam.and Zal, according to the English
promunciation.

The Translator camnot conclude without stating
his great obligations to the Oriental Trunslation
Fund, at whose expense this work has heen printed.
The productions which have hitherto appeared,
through the liberal application of its funds, hold
ont a strong hope, not only that many valuable
and interesting records of the East may be reseued
from oblivion, but, also, that the Learned Men of
those countries may, through the same happy m-
fluence, be induced to direct their researches to the
state of Literature, Arts; Religion, and Antiquities,
prior to the Mohammedan Conquest.



INTRODUCTION
T0 THE

HISTORY OF THE EARLY KINGS OF PERSIA.

Tus embellishments most appropriate to the index
of the volume which records the glorious acts of
the exalted Prophets, and the decorated preface
most suitable to the chronicles of the mighty
achievements of Princes, powerful as the Heavens,
consist in expressions of gratitude to the Supreme
Benefactor; on the capacious table of whose bounty
all the productions of the vegetable world appear
to be anly a single morsel ; and the streams issuing
forth from the fountain of life are no more than a
single cup-full, compared with the boundless ocean
of His munificence. He is the Mighty Speaker, in
the praise of whose miraculous words the eloquent
tangues of Arabin’s orators remain powerless or
stammering ; whilst the descriptive language of the
most nceomplished sages of Persia is either defectiye

or entirely silenced when it attempts to describe
B



2
His words, characterized by eloquence. He is the
Ancient of Days; without due adoration and praise
of whose bounties, neither can the commencement
of histories he disposed in fitting order, nor can
the chronicles of ancient times be properly arrnged
without the commemoration of His excellent titles.
The revolutions which occur, m the days of pro-
sperity, to victorious Kings and puissant Emperors,
furnish abundant proofs and decisive ayguments for
His immortal sovereignty :—the daily and vearly
vicissitudes which befal the magnificence of Rulers,
exalted in dignity, and the Governors of the earth,
powerful as the firmament, afford striking signs
and clear demonstrations of His divine eternity.
His all-powerful will, independent of any other
motive, through excess of grace and compassion—
aecording to the tenor of this declaration, * Lo/
I huve estubliskhed a Vicegerent on earth "—fixed im-
moveably in the seat of splendor and the vice-regal
throne, man; of whom it was signified; * he shall
commit corruplion in it %" He also, from His perfect
allsutficiency and omnipotent grandeur, in accord-
ance with this oracle, * Depart thou hence, for thou
art accursed®,” hurled down, into the dust of ruin
and the area of perdition, from the throne, the seat
of dignity, Iblis, the object of complacency to the
Celestial choirs of the Angelic spheres. He is the

(*) Al Bur. 114,25, () Siar 13254,
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Munificent One, who conferred glory and elevation
on the human race hy this distinction, abounding
in righteousness, ** We surely have hanonred the sons
af Adam;" and has displayed on high, in the four
inhabited regions, and this world of ever-changing
aspeet, the standavds of their dominion, by this
diploma of investiture—* I have mads you to dicell
in " Throngh Him, the triumphant banners of
just Monarchs have floated on the pinnacle of
absolute power and the zenith of universal empire :
through Him, the sword-blades of the magnanimous
champions of the Fuith have become as mirrors,
reflecting the splendors of the bride of conquest
and victory., He is the Mighty One, who, in pro-
ducing and perfecting His creatures, stopd not in
need of instruments and tools: neither was He in
want of help and co-operation, when He determined
on the creation and perfection of all existences.
He is the Supreme Artist, who, with the pencil of
delineation, when pourtraying the form of man,
the object of His gracious regard, traced His
portrait with the consummate perfection of wisdom ;
agrecably to this declaration, * We have fruly created
mon an the most perfect of forms*:" in relation to
which' perfection of form, and excellence of strue-
ture, He has conspicnously exhibited this manifest
sign and incontrovertible proof—*He lath created

(") Sur ¥4, v |
B2
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you, und made your forms beawtful*;”

 En hath delinesced the fentures of men wnd Genid,

" And wnlten (he volume of the cteraal Fint:

* From His grace, He confereed honour ou the himan kind

* By tha royal robes of comprehemsion, bonaty, and intelleety™
the Wonderful in wisdom and mercy! who, when
the mould of human existence had attained perfec-
tion in the laboratory of creation, from the dictates
of His pre-eminent wisdom and absolute mercy im-
parted splendor to the seat of supremacy, in the
courts of Celestial Existences, by the presence of the
mighty Angels; and at the same time conferring
embellishment and ornament on the centre of the
circle of existence, by the solid power and perma-
nent stability bestowed on the individuals, the pro-
genitors of the human race, the source of good and
evil. Whereas this class of Beings, which holds the
second rank to the Creator, has become divided
into innumerable species, by reason of the variety
in natural ability, and their difference in inmate
faculties; consequently, no individual of this body
18 endowed with such eapacity, that by the mere
exertion of his reason he could assimilate himself
to his exalted Source, and thereby, having acquived
the knowledge of the Divine Majesty, attam his
original destination ; so that through the puidance
of reason, enveloped in doubts, being enabled to

(") Sur. 40, 5. 66
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‘walk in the paths of true direction, he should finally
arrive at the pavilions of glory: therefore the great
Creator and First Cause (whose qualities be ever
exalted, and whose benefits be ever desired !) maised
up, from among the human race, Prophets of sublime
dignity, and Apostles distingnished for miraculous
powers: each of whom was u precious pearl in the
Sea of Election, and a shining star in the Zodiae of
Orthodoxy; impressed at the same time with the
seal of social attachment and total abstraction:
distinguished simnltincously by the property of
intimate relation with the world, and separation
from it: so that, under the head of abstraction and
separation from the world, they may partake of the
abundant graces of Heaven, and, through their
relation and connexion with the human race, they
may point out the way to those who stray in the
arid deserts of error, and direct the wanderers in
the Valeol lgnorance, whose lips are parched with
thirst, to the secure asylum of orthodoxy and the
fountains of grace. During a long course of ages,
the mission of successive Apostles, accompanied
with mighty deeds, continued without interruption,
until the Sun of exalted Apostolic Mission arose
from the horizon of the sandy Vale of Mecca, and
the dawn of glorious prophecy beamed forth from
the east of the parent city, Mecca—even he, the
Lord of the Prophets and Saints; the stay of the
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Fleet: the communicator of the secrets of the
invisible world ; the Messenger of the tidings of the
true Faith; the first-fruits of the Garden of Exist-
ence; the index to the register of Created Beings;
the monarch of the throne established by this
declaration, ** I have moments with God, §e.;""—he
that is elothed in this royal mantle, * Truly God
will pardon thee ;"—the torch of the Sanctuary and
the Pontificate :—the one admitted to the confiden-
tial interview with God, and the object of His
distinction ;—he who reached the place of which it
is-said, * He rwoos dixtant from me two bows-length
or a little more’;"—the Sun of Heaven, who thus
speaks, “ I inclined to the earth; and beheld its castern
and western extremities ;" —the Elect one of Mecea;
the Chosen of Medina ; the Director of the Koreish;
the High-priest of the Hashemites; the glory of
the Family of Lawai; the son of Ghilih—Muham-
med, the son of Abdal Mutallab, on whom may
ever rest the benedictions and peace of the Al-
mighty !—he who conveyed to the hearing of those
who inhabit the térrestrial expanse, and of those
who reside in the various spheves of Heaven, the

{") These ure the first words of u tradition sseribed to Mohom-
med ;e remaknder of which ie.* Fn which no Angrel; of these who
spproavh wesyest to himt, aed oo Prophet, though honoured by o
diving mission, woull be wearthy of ¢ onversing with me.”"—T)e Sacv.

(") Sur 53.4.9.



annunciation of this word, ““ I was a Prophet whilst
the body of Adam was yot but particles of water and
eurth*s"—he who made the azure vaull and empy-
rean Heaven re-echo with this proclamation, I
have heen sent to all men, whether of a black or ruddy
complexion;"—the Hierarch, the glory encireling
whose auspicious brows was the first work of creas
tion, according to this oracle, * The first thing cre-
ated by the Almighty was my light ;"—the fortunate
Pontif, whose honoured mission terminated the
promulgation of new systems of beliet, agreesbly to
this text, I truly wm the Prophet of God and the
seal of the Propliets ;"—the Chieftain, the bare idea
of whose soul-piercing arrows: brought leanness on
the flanks of Rabia and Mozir, the nobles of the
Koreish; the terror of whose sharp-edged sword and
glittering falchion brought back the sons of Ghalib,
parched with thirst, to the fountains of divine truth
and the mansions of the Just ;—the Prophet, the
manifest wonders of whose power ure traced in
imperishable characters on the extreme limits of
duration ; and the conspicuous miracles wrought by
whose might are impressed with the stamp of per-
petuity, until the hour of the resurrection, and the
predestined period of that hour;—the lofty in dig-
nity, who, on the night of Ascension, whilst soaring

(%) A sntation from the Ambie poes Rondl, writto in praise
of Mohmmmed for hwving given sight (s e blial shan. Every ilistich
of thid poem termiustes . M, the initisl letter of the Praphot’s name,
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from the regions of dust, above the Nine Azure
Vaults of Heaven, extended the wing of beneyolence
and bounty over the reduse in the folds of Paradises
— ke noble Cavalier, who, on directing the reins of
departure from those pure realms, devoted himself
to the instruction of mortals ;—the Traveller, the
dust raised by the foet of whose celestial steed is, by
universal consent, regarded es a hecoming diadem
for encircling the brows of the noble Beings inthe
upper worlds ;—the Traverser of the Universe, the
dust of whose blessed sandals justly forms the col-
Jyrium for the sight of Princes in the lower world ;
“ © thea, ou earth the Kibleh of Celestinla;
 in hesven, the hope of mortals!™
— 0 God! be thou propitious to him, his family, pro-
zeny, Companions, and tribe! On them may there
rest benedictions, mcapable of diminution, in the
lapse of ages or days, impossible to be interrupted
by the cessation of months or years! To him, and
to them, impart a salvation, eternal, blessed, and
abundant !

After this Introduction, thus says the writer of
the characters and words of perspicuous meaning,
and the compiler of the periods and phrases solidly
established—the humblest of the servants of the
Merciful Lord ; namely, Mubammed, son of Kha-
vend Shal, son of Mahmid :—May the Almighty
pardon kis sinful deeds, and ovirlook his evil ac-
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tions! In the spring of life, as well as the period
of matured age, which comprehend the most de-
lightful season of existence and the most deficions
hours of life, my aspiring mind, and soul ambitious
of attaining enlarged views, became inclined, nay,
passionately attached, to the perusal of historieal
records, which alone supply the means of knowing
exactly the mamners of the nations of the world,
and of fully understanding the varous customs
which prevail smong the various races of mankind.
From time to time, as I was permitied by general
business and particular avocations, which occur to
all the children of mortality in proportion to their
state in society, 1 devoted myself to the pages
which record past events, and to the narrations of
incient times, until my languid powers of mind
and exhmsted frame coutyacted both love for, and
an intimate scquaintance with, such researches. I
oecasionally communicated = few curious ancedotes
in a society of Learmed Men, and an assemblage of
eminent Scholars, in such & manner as, proving
agrceable to persons of such refined accomplish-
ments, obtained their approbation. Many times,
in the course of these incidents, several members of
this enlightened brotherhood, decorated with the
insignia of eminent accomplishments, and adomed
with sincerity, not only requested but parnestly
urged me to compile and finish a volinne on this
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subject, abounding in profitable instruction to in-
dividuals, and free from prolixity of narrative;
which should include the most important acts of
the Prophets and Apostles, with the consequences
which have resnlted from the deeds of Kings and
Khalifs ; at the same fime containing the detailed
history of puissant Chiefs, with a compreliensive ac-
countof the Great Men of former times.  Although
I was perfectly convinced that the movement of
the cham of good fortune arises principally from
executing the plans and zealously promoting the
requests of friends of unequalled sincerity, however
owing to the deficient currency of the medim of
merit, and the total absence all over the earth of
Princes to patronize talent, and various other im-
pediments, the attainment of this ohject was ba-
nished into the arex of procrastination and suspen-
sion: | could devise no means for removing the
envious veil which concealed the beauties of the
desived object.. The writer of elegant compositions
must have his hands and breast m tranquil repose :
the hand is not to be continually rubbed against the
chin, in the anxiety of desire ; nor is the heart to
be sickened through despair of beholding tran-
quillity = for, in former times, the Leamed Men who
engaged in pursuits of this description, and oceupied
themselves in literary employments—they who

pierced the pearls of intellect with the adamant of
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enlightened genitis—were enabled to attain their
abject throngh the support and encouragement of
patrons eminent for wealth and fame, by the efful-
gent splendor of whose bounty they were enabled
to réach their proposed goal -—

“ Men superior to me, who huve treated this sulject.

“ﬂgthenidufpumthnwpirmedthiimhy,

* And by wealth were defended mrainst the wrouds of e

* Tha yuby can be plerced by the diamond only;

“ Dscourees) saring in sublimity beyond the Pleindes,

“ Are wrranged when the mesns of life are liberally provided.”
At last, the inspiration of Reason conferred on me
the benefit of admonition, relative to the waste of
the moments of life and the days of existemce, and
the evils of deferring to execute the entreaties of
cordial friends amd symputhizing associates, With
agitated heart, and troubled head : distressed i cir-
cumstances, without a protector ; my head drooping
ander the mantle of profound melancholy, and with-
drawing my steps into retirement and seclusion ;
sometimes plunged into the sea of anxiety and stu-
por; at other times wandering about, in deep afflic-
tion, in the boundless wilderness of thought and
deliberation ; but still unable to discover any path
which led to the Kaabah of my purpose—during &
considerable period, thus passed my malignant for-
tune; when suddenly the gales of divine bounty
began to breathe; and, the days of destitution znd

privation having gone by, the period of aus;pwluus-
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commencement and happy termination arrived.
The care-clonded night of ervor set in the hemi-
sphere of annihilation, and the joy-diffusing dawn
of celestial bounty broke out from the hoerizon of
hope: the Moon of triumph heaming forth from the
Orient of expectation, gloomy Night overwhelmed
the envigus.—The explanation of these enigmas,
and the substance of these assertions, are as follow
The throne of equity and justice; the high-place
of power and dominion ; the sublime degree of elo-
(quence ; the admirable dignity of the patranage of
merit ; the personage idomed and decorated by the
passession of amiable characteristics; the possessor
of exalted qualities ; high in rank ; eminent in vir-
tue; who raises aloft the standard of equity and
justice, and obliterates the traces of oppression and
tyranny ; admitted to the roynl confidence; the
trustworthy depositary of the Imperial fortune : the
asylum of the laboratory of creation; the pupil of
the eyes of men endued with discrimination ; the
assemblage of the perfection of theoretical and
practical science ; abounding in the eternal, never-
ending divine graces ; the expositor of the hidden
secrets of antiquity ; master of the treasures of abs-
truse wisdom; the enlightened in religion; the
purc in soul; the magnificent; the prudent in
counsel ; the director of temporal and spiritual con-
cerns—the Ameer Ali Shir (May the Almighty
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promote the welfare of true believers by the con-
tinuance of his prosperity ! and may he bring to 4
suceesstnl termination all his plans and hopes)—by
his exertions, the rose-bowers of thie fortunes of the
Learned are embellished, and cleared from the thorns
of afffiction ;—from the over-shadowing elouds of his
munificence, the gardens of the Scientific derive ver-
dure and humidity ;—through the gales proceeding
from the parterres of his liberality, the tree of the
prosperity of the sage becomes loaded with fruits.
—1, the humble bondsman; anxiously looked for the
beaming forth of this beneficent sun, and the attain-
ment of such good fortune; and remained, many an
anxions night, counting the stars, until the true
diswn appeared: however, during & long and pro-
tracted period, nnd many & weary season, owing to
the feeble influence of my star, and my hostile for-
tune, and the false machinations of 4 cabal sug-
gresting calumnies and destitute of worth—also to
misrepresentations proceetling from the demons of
Genii and mortals—1I remained excluded, and quite
despaired of ever obtaining the good fortune of fre-
quenting his private circle, or partaking of the uni-
versal benevolence of him who is able to instruct
the most profound doctors and the most learned
scholars. Through excess of afffiction, at the dawn
of morning; and the dusk of evening, I used to ad-
dress my request to the western gale, the courier of
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Jthe unfortunate, the envoy of the distressed, to
convey the purport of this speech to the ocean of
liberality and bounty :—

* For thiz resson the sen upproaches not to kiss thy feet,

* As [b possesses not a power of Jiherality equal to thine:

Al thie Boodl of thy bounty has thus overflowed the world,

* This devoted alave alime semains on the shote, untouched.”
1 was always convinced that the privation of bounty,
proceeding from the source of his liberality, was
occasioned by some deficiency on the ‘side of the
applicant, and was not to be imputed to the Dis-
penser of favours:

“ Thy deficiency is ou the petifioner’s sidé. from all eternity:

“ His auspicions fayonr s equally diffised over WL™
At length, on a day marked for good fortune,
throush the co-operation of destiny, or rather the
pure mercy of the Creator, a gracious Providence,
vouchsafing to lay hold of the reins of condescen-
sion, imperceptibly drew me to the threshold, im-
pressed with happiness.  On obtaming the boon of
kissing the carpet, | beheld a spirit clothed with
figure, and discovered un angelic. being in human
form, whose noble nature was pre-eminent above
all the Learned Men of the age in the sciénces
of litevature and accomplished manners: his com-
prehensive talents, in the perception of the most
subtle elogquence, and the most abstruse deductions
of intellect, appeared to discriminating judges the
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né plus wltra of mind, bath smong his contemporaries
and those of past times: in his guileless bosom-
were treasured up the secrets of the invisible world;
his gem-scattering lips are the faithful interpreters
of the tidings of the infallible Volume ; the delicate
turns of thought in his poems, characterized by elo-
quence, when put into the dress of language, re-
semble the streams issuing forth from the fountain
of life, placed in the regions of darkness: the ink-
coloured sketehes of his poetical composition, in-
vosted with eloguence, in the vases of letters,
resembles the pupil whose abode is in the eyes of
the sage =—

# The suhtle provtuctions of his wtellect. when clothed 1 fetters,

i Resilile the effilsvnee of the Pleiades in the gloim of wight.”

Having made these prefatory remarks, 1 now pro-
ceed to the state of things at present. As soon as 1,
the humble slave, limited in talents, destitute of
power, having partaken of his munificence, obtained
permission to retire, 1 betook myself to the secli-
sion of my distressed abode ;—this wish occupying
my head, snd this thought predominating in my
mind; namely, By the display of what acceptable
means may Lindulge the expectation of being ad-
mitted into the train of those connected with the
exalted threshold? By the offering of what humble
capital, during this season so barren of generosity,
may 1 be enabled to derive advantage and honour
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from the copious streams of his beneficence and
bounty ! In such debate 1 passed the time from
night till moming, and from morning till night : at
length, mental energy, whose office is reflection, after
consideration and counsel with sage intellect, the
common guide of greatand small, submitted a state-
ment of the case, and entered into deliberation ahout
the means of attaining this object. Reason, the
great director, who, in regulating the proper appli-
‘cation of counsel, i¥ the common resource of youth
and age, through compassion, whispered to my soul:
“ __Notwithstanding this Kibleh of Fortune, the
“ object of the esteem of enlightened suges, in re-
“ spect to historical science and the faculty of readily
* ealling to mind the acts and achievements of an-
“* cient nations, enjoys in these respects the prece-
“ dency over all the historians of the age, and in
“the paliestra of intelleot deservedly possesses u
* preponderating superiority, he is nevertheless so
* strongly inclined to listen to historical details and
“ anecdotes, that men of genius mnd vivid imaging-
“ tions are confounded with astonishment at the
“ gircumstance. You must therefore labour to com-
“ pile & body of history, founded on the acts and
' adventures of the Prophets, Apostles, Khalifs, and
“ Kings; giving also & detailed account of the con-
* sequences which resulted from the actions of the
 Ministers, Nobles, and great men of various na-
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** tions, in such o manner that not even the Celes-
“ tial Seribe himself can draw his obliteruting pen
“ over its phrases, nor the storms of Heaven seatter
“its pages.

“ The nolilest edificis Vecome ruleed

" By wins, or the sun's glowing het.

“ Rear thuy s firmly the stroctane of thy disconzse,

*“ That the storms of ages may be mmble to mpair 14°
Whereas this suggestion uttered by all-directing
Reason appeared to me deserving of consideration,
after consulting the will of Heaven, the subject was
mentioned to the Intelligent Mind, the Omament of
the World. My project having been approved of Ly
his enlightened soul, this high mandate was issued
forth :—* In conformity to the just views of this for-
“ tunate champion of the Faith, you are to hasten
*on the arrangement of the History, in such a
“ manner, that the style may be free from the
“ artificial ornaments of allegory and metaphor,
“ exempt from the reproach of plagiarism, and
“ fiar removed from the fault of enigmatical and ob-
“ soure expressions ; and which, keeping cluse to
*“ the confines of clearness and perspicuity, should
** ubserve the medium between prolixity and con-
“ ciwness,  The work should contain o Preface,
* Seven Sections, and a Conclusion; so that each
** section might be entitled a separate volume, and
" regirded as a distinet narrative,”—On which, 1,

the humble sluve, in gign of conformmg mysell to
c
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his exalted command, placing the finger of assent
on the eye of obedience,and like the slender Kulum
girding up my loins for the purpose of writing such
a work, uttered a request for whatever could pro-
mote the success of so important an undertaking ;
suchi as, books of History, a suitable dwelling, and va-
rious other things, so that in the enjoyment of com-
plete tranquillity 1 could employ myself in tracing
the dusky characters of these pages, All my re-
quests having been associated with the honour of
acoeptance, this noble person, who is strengthened
by divine support, the opulent, the intimate Adviser
of Imperial Majesty, deigned to point out to me a
dwelling, once distinguished by his own auspicious
footsteps, in the Monastery of Khalisieyih, on the
bank of the River Abkhil®; which building, also, s a
lute result of his mighty conception, The descrip-
tion of this structure, and of his other lofty ind mag-
yificent edifices, shall be detailed in their proper
place, should it please the Almighty to grant me
power.
« Whwiler be i in joy or unger, uo petitioner
s Bver belwld & negative Impressed on kis brow.

i ¥ order thist the sapplients mny ot feel shashed,
* He says * Receive,’ before ey uttor * Gave™

Without exaggeration, dissimulation, Hattery, or

) Hagi Klslfi calls the monsstery, Salahia, mod the river,
Hila: they are both Flerit, the Ancient Ario, which i sitostod
in & highly eultivated pladn, thirty miles i leneth aud abouy fifteen
i breadih, with & population of Tnumdred thousand soulks.
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extravagance, if his comprehensive mind had not
been: disposed to confer honour and distinetion an
men conspicuous for learning, and on the eminent
teachers among mankind, every idea of theoretical
and practical science would have been effuced, or
totally annihilated in the minds of the Professors of
Philosophy and their disciples’; so that there would
not have remained an individoal in the region of
Khorashn capable of distingnishing between & right
line and a superficies, between lawful and unlawful.
Had not his soul, energetic as the sun, shed a my
of compassion on the state of the feeble and
wretched. who would have now belield an atom of
the existence of men like myself, dejected and
humbled to the dust, equal in magnitude fo a par-
ticle of collyrinm applied to the eyes, surviving the
oppression of the envious and malignant of every
desceription all over the habitable world ! Whercas
the total of his good acts, his unceasing beneficence,
his numberless virtues, and universal benevolence,
would require & separate volume, it seems more
fitting to conclude at present with prayers free from
the semblance of hypoerisy : therefore may the
Almighty, through honour for his Chosen Prophet,

(") aulss o S oyl The first mvesns haree, those who cun
undessiand nnd elicit the teuth umidst the sunffiting opinions in
Law o Theology: the lutter avans, these who embrace the dog-
st progeinsidid by e grent Doctors

c2
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the glorifying of his family and descendants, prolong
the life of his Excellency, the safeguard of the em-
pire, and ever associate his estimable qualities with
augmented blessings and all kinds of advautages|
May he ever be guarded and protected against the
revolutions and vicissitudes of mconstant fortune !

Now, through the grace of Him who is the Source
of all good and the Bestower ol blessings, and in
conformity with the guiding reason of the Supreme
in the realms of Knowledge, the shining lamp of
this compartment of the Creation, 1 now enter on
the Proface, and my destmed purpose.

This Bouk, entitled ** The Garden of Parity,” has
been arranged in a Preface, Seven Sections, and a
Concluding Dissertation.

The Preface enumerates the advantages of Hi-
storical knowledge, its importance to Princes, and
the qualifications requisite for eomposing works of
this deseription.

The 1st Section contains an account of the first-
created Beings; the history of the Genii ; & minute
aceormt of the acts, lives, and numbers of the Pro-
phets—on whom be salutation and hlessings !

The 2d Section comtains the narrative of the
Sacred Wars and adventures of the Prince of
Apostles, aud of the Commanders of the Faithiul =—



21

upon him, and all of whom collectively, may bless-
ings ever rest!

The 3d Section records the events and adven-
tures which occurred to the Twelve Imfms, to the
descendants of Ummiyah, and to the family of the
Abasside Khilifs:

The ith Section treats of the Kings contempo-
rary with the Abasside Khilifs,

The 5th Section relates the invasion and domi-
mion of the Subduer of the World, the Emperor
Jengeez Khén ; also the veigns of his posterity in
Iréin and Turén,

The 6th Section contains an account of the ap-
pearance and reign of the Lord of the Fortumate
Conjunction®, the Subduer of the Universe, the
Pole of the World and the True Faith, the Amir
Timfr Gurkan (the light of whose principles may
God diffuse 1y; the manner i which he subjugated
the world, with the narrative of the reigns of most
of his illustrious posterity.

The 7th Section describes the absolute power and
victorious career of the Heaven-aided triumphmnt
Monarch, the quintessence of the eight heavens
and the four elements, the Sovereign of earth and
time, the splendor of temporal and spiritual power,

(*) Born nnder the ponjunction of the two hoppy plnets. Jupiter
sl Veuns
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Abulghizi Sultin Husain Behadur Khin':—May
the standards of those who are friendly to his go-
vernment be ever exalted and trivmphant, and the
banners of his foes be lowered and broken !

The Concluding Dissertation contains various
narratives, and singulir properties of the produc-
tions in the four regions of the earth: alsoa concise
summary of the wondrous works and monuments
of the power and might of the Creator, who is
without equal, the Ommipotent Issuer-forth of the
Divine Fiat.

(') AR Shir wes the follow stulent and sfterwnrds Prime Mini-
ster 1o thi= monarch, one of the decendunts of Tamerdome. Al
Shir died in 006 of the Hepirn, nnd the Prince m 91 L

Thus far the Tronsinor had the advantage of consalting the
masteely Trunslation of this Preliminary Discourse made by the
Irarmed The Savy, and which wppeared o the Sth Volume of the
Noficrs den Mamtserile, 1513, Whatever mierit the present Trans-
Tution possesses, wrises from [s keeping ns noar s possible to =0
eveallemt o motel—The remaindeér of this work has aever before
bien tranilated ; and for the Sllowing version the Transletor
alone s accountable.

In page 230, Note 2, Vol. ix. of the Noticer dex Manuscrits, it
i proposed w change Jy5- into 350 but this = not necessary, o,
by poetic licente, d o> is provouneed ' kiad” sid therefore thymes
with &5



THE PREFACE,

Tu intelligent in Historical researches are quite
aware that the science of History comprizes. so
many advantages, that the desire of enumerating
the whole would be the source of hyperhole and
prolixity : however, according to this saying, * Al-
“ though the whole may not bs snderstood, the whole
“ must not be passed over in silence,” it therefore be-
comes necessary to state some of these advantages,
in order that men of genius and talent, who are
inclined to peruse compositions in this noble science,
may feel a still greater disposition for attaining this
knowledge, and exhibit greater enthusiasm in ac-
quiring it : and now the dusky Kulum is about to
trace, in the following pages, Ten Advantages which
result from this pursuit, extracted from esteemed
Authors, with a trifling variation of style. My mo-
tive for stating the circumstance is; that if aversion
should arise, men of genius may know from what
source it springs.

1st apvanrace—Whereas the Children of Adam
obtain their knowledge of events by means of
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reflection and sensation; and of things acquired by
the senses, some depend on ourselves witnessing
them, others on repart ; it is therefore eyident to
persons of understanding, that, by exerting reflec-
tion alone, we camot discover the true state of
Human offuirs 1 it is olo dearly impossible for any
individual of the human rce, considermg the dora-
tiom of the world, to behold personally the events
and incidents which oceur amongst mortals, or by
the energy of reflection become experimentally ac
quaintéd with their good and evil resulis: con-
sequently, the only way, by which we may ascertain
the state of this world, of its inhabitants, their
positions and manners, is through the perusal of
Historic records, which are founded on what has
heen heard; and the place of which no other
science can effectively supply.

2d aovantace.—By the science of History,
gladness and pleasure are attained ; the rust of -
versity and rebuke are banished from the mirror of
the soul.  The intelligent well know, that the fical-
ties of hearing and vision hold a high rank among
the human senses; and that as the sense of vision
receives a pleasure unmixed with pain from the
contemplation of beautiful objects, in like manner
the sense of hearing is not only exempt from fa-
tigue whilst listening to the recital of histories and
greut achievements, hut, on the contrary, receives
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augmented pleasure and delight = for an interest in
listoric researches and navratives is impressed on
the lmman constitution, and the dispositions of
mankind are by nature formed for such pursuits,
It is o general saying, * The eye is not satiated with
“ the olyjects of vision, nor the ear with sounds, nor the
“ earth with rain.”

3d avvanraue.—The science of History, uot-
withstanding its manifold advantages, is easily com-
prehended ; and its attainment is unaccompamed
with great trouble or difficulty. As it is founded on
memory, whenever the student retains in his recol-
lection past events, and devotes himself to their
study, and in order to attain his hopes and desires
turns his attention to a diligent investigation of
Chronology, he will so mueh the sooner accomplish
his purpose and object.

Ath aovasrace.—When a person applies him-
solf earnestly to this science, and mects contra-
dictory accounts, he knows that whatever is con-
formable to trust-worthy statements is to be pre-
ferred and depended on ; and that all of the opposite
description is to be rejected as false: he conse-
quently thus acquires the faculty of diseriminating,
in all cases, between truth and falsehood.

5th Apvanrace.—Reflecting men have said that
experience in affairs is ove of the greatest ex-
cellencies of mankind ; as the roasoning powers of
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the human race arrive to perfection through expe-
rience. Philosophers have also clearly stated, thiut
there are gradations in reason, to each of which
they have assigned its appropriate name: one of
these is, prudence in conducting affairs, In regard
to experience they have also established three gra-
dations: the lIst, when any one conducts a trans-
action, the benefits or injury resulting from which
revert to himself : the 2d, when he beholds an-
other engaged in an undertaking, the good or evil
consequences of which recoil on himself: the 3d is,
when a person, having directed his attention to the
investigation of the affairs of the Ancients, ascertains
the causes of their ealamities, successes, advantages,
and reverses, through the medium of tradition. Of
these three degrees, none can exceed in importance
that in which the mnarrator himself is the chief
agent : also, when the relation of past events is
firmly cemented, it becomes the sure substitute and
representative of the first degree: consequently,
when the accounts of the sound policy and sagacity
of a nation have been clearly stated, the completion
of their wishes and their manifold successes con-
nected with these qualities also recorded, and their
happy termination described, the prudent and fortu-
nate dwell on this theme; and the sensible man
conforms his conduct to their model, and adopts
their example, agreeably to this verse, * Thase
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whom God has guided, follow thou their example,” so
that he may be led to a good conclusion and happy
termination. In like manner, if a people weak in
reason and feeble in counsel should be described,
their general ignorance and negligence are men-
tioned, their painful end and evil catastrophe are
recorded: the intelligent historian, even in this
case, takes an example to himself, agreeably to this
verse, “ ¥You who are clear-sizhled, take example to
yourseloes :™ the learned scholar, in this point of
view, is ever vigilant, that he may remain guarded
and protected, conformably to this text, “ He has
tnterposed between them and what they desire,”

6th apvastace. —The man who reflects on
the science of History enjoys the advantage of
taking counsel with the Learned Men of the whole
world : and the high rank of this kind of inter-
course, compared to that we hold with our own
contemporaries, is evident: as the Great Men of
ancient times, in the events which befell them,
transacted their own pressing affairs; and the Coun-
sellors of the present day direct their attention to
the concerns of others: but the tendency of men
to turn their energies to the improvement of their
own state exceeds the interest they feel for others;
und in attention to their own concerns they are
more sincere than in protecting the interests of
others: it is therefore evident, that taking counsel
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from the records of past events is superior, nay, far
preferable, to consultation derived from the passing
events of the present moment,

Whenever un important cxisis oceurs to any per-
son, and he endesvours to solve the diffienlties of
his position by consulting this science; undoubtedly
the quintessence of the collected wisdom of the
most intelligent comes to his aid : by which means,
the violence of the invading hosts of adversity is
restrained from plundering the stores of reflection ;
the stains caused by the dust of anxious cares are
washed off the tablet of his soul by the water flow-
ang from the deduetions of ancient Sages; and he,
being guided by a lamp lighted for others, without
experiencing the scorn and distress of requesting it,
terminates successfully his urgent coneerns.  When
separation from friends or estonishing reverses oc-
cur, he remains not in helpless distraction ; the pur-
port.of this saying,  That man is most fortunate who
i warned by another’s fate,” confirms this opinion :
the communication also made by Sulmdin, the Per-
sian, (on whom be the favour of God!) during the
digging of the foss®, and the panegyric of the ex-

(%) The siege of Medina wmi omlertaken by Muhammed, m the
ﬂtﬁ.ym af the Higie ;- on which veeasion, by Salmfn's advice; o
tronch wae dug ronmal thesity. Sulmidn bad been recommended by
i Mook to betuke hinwelf to Arabin, 1o behold o Prophet who was
ta vestore the: Teliinon of Abraham, nomd who had the seal of pru-

phovy besween his shoulders, O cominig to Kobd. noar Modina, e
L
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cellent asylum of prophecy. (upon whom and his
family be benedictions and salvation 1) ave a suf-
licient proof and decisive argument on this point.

Tth avvanrace.— The science of History con-
duees to enlargement of understanding, increase of
knowledge, accuracy in reasoning, and correctness
in counsel. [t has therefore been said by Abyzar-
chamar® (the embellished frontispiece of the vo-
lume of Wisdom), that historical science is the
supporter and auxiliary of rght veason; uss the
knowledge of past events is both an impartial wit-
ness and eloquent testimony for properly directing
the reason of posterity.

Bth aovasragr.—The minds of powerful men
and rulers, when terrible reverses and alarm-
ing incidents befall them, remain, through the study
of this science; tranquil, and free from agitation.
Should sy calamity, pursuant to the decrees of

formd Miihuromed thoee ; and west ronnd abious him, to observe the
satrrodl eign.  Mubhommed, ewaro of his intention, ook sifhis dank,
und isplayed 1o lis vew convert e holy seal—Gaonmm’s dbul-
Jedat, . 74, .

(") Abgzarchamuos, & enreaption of  Buserg Mide™ or “ grout
allection.” the eelobrated, virtuaus, utd Jearneld Minister of Nuskir-
sfins to bim s been stiribnied the diseovery af the book Kulilub
sod Damne, brought Gom India o Nudirdin, or Sumst the
vandlution into Persiani alss the gsmes nof Chess and Dirnnuhis-
lie was utir o Hoemus, e sm snd succesor to Nushirvin
Ihe was mippessed 10 Buse embriesd Christinnisy : which furmistid
Wisean Pariz, e succesor of Hormmz, with » preteat for
puttisge bis 10 destb— D' Hewuor
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Heayven, occur, the hope of final safety and de-
liverance is not cut off; as, in times past, it has
frequently happened, when an important crisis or
heavy misfortane has occurred, that, through the
pure merey of the Almighty, they have passed away
without difficulty :—

s Frrtune bronght in her train (woes of ) » thousand hues ;.

* Yet not one was of 5o deep u dye 92 imagination depicted.”

9th apvayrace.—The man acquainted with Tra-
dition and History is richly endued with the dig-
nity of patience, and its excellent results; which
form the most distinguished among the digmities of
pure and holy personages : for when any one re-
flects and considers the vicissitudes of Fortune, he
discovers how many kinds of woes were undergone
by the Prophets and Apostles (on whom be salva-
tion !j inflicted by the people of old ; also in what
maoner they endured them, and continued to
walk in the path of patience and resignation :
consequently, on every occasion, when any great
calamity occurs, he too will firmly grasp the
mighty handle of patience, and the strong cable of
resignation : thus, by adhering strenuously, he will
pever permit himself to deviate from the path of
their imitation. And, without doubt, whoever puts
in practice these two meritorious qualities, attains a
happy lot in the present and future state, and is
wunrded against the miseries of hoth worlds.
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10th apvantace—which, in reality, comprises many
others: but those versed in History have reduced
their amount under a single head; namely, that ex-
alted Monarchs, just and orthodox Kings, the props
of the State, and the Directors of the Faith, through
their acquaintance with the extraordinary revo-
lutions and wonderful changes, the subjects of which
History treats, may attain a greater knowledge of
the all-trinmphant Majesty of the King of Kings
(whose empire be enlarged !): therefore, when they
call to mind the revolutions which have oecarred in
past occasions, and reflect that neither prosperity
nor calamity possesses a permanent duration, they
do not become haughty from the accidental con-
sequences of good fortune, nor cast down and dispi-
rited from: successive reverses. When they at the
same time ascertain the happy lot of the Elect and
the Righteous, with the high dignity attached to
that class of persons; and also steadily contem-
plate and reflect on the condemnation of the re-
bellious and wicked, and the disgrace which awaits
the diffevent classes of such characters; then the
fruits of virtuous conduct, and the punishments in-
flicted on wicked actions in affairs of Government,
become quite evident to the reflection of Princes :
so that, although in thé commencement of their
diming af universul dominion they may have given
themselves up to foree, or have displayed deeds of
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violence, it has often happened that they have de-
parted from these reprehensible qualities which cha-
racterize those who ave doomeid to error and woe ;
and in deviating from the realms of the wicked, they
turn to the paths of the pious; so as to become ho-
noured, by partaking of the exalted liberality and
kind indulgence which the Almighty has prepared
and made ready, in the mansions of the Righteous,
for persons such as these; according tp this text:
“ This is the abode of the other world: He has pre-
“ pared it for such as desire not lofliness on earth,
“ nor corruption: there is a happy futurity in store
“'for thase who fear God."

A BTATEMENT OF THE NTGH THPORTANCE OF MIHTOLICAL KNOW-
LEDGE TO RULERS, BEEVOND ALL OTHER MEN.

It should be known, that no class of persons has
more occasion for this science than Princes. 1st, As
the important concerns of mankind are committed
to their reason and deliberation, whatever of good
or evil may occur, they are both appointed and
selected to promote the one and banish the other:
for this veason, they must of necessity possess an
intimate acquaintance with the manners and revo-
lutions of kingdoms; with military skill, and the
measures adopted by men of enlightened minds:
all which particulars are acquired with the greatest
precision from this science.  2dly, When they ma-
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turely reflect on this séience, the results of the iy
portant transactions and policy of former Rulers und
departed Princes comeé to their hearing, and they
consequently exert themselves in virtuous conduct,
justice, clemency, protection of the people, und
whatever is connected with the stability of their
sway : they also reckon it their bounden duty to
shun most studiously whatever may cause pain and
calamity, or.impair the dignity of the royal autho-
rity : especially, when the fortunate individual of
high energy veflects on the admirable qualities and
virtuous manners exhibited by ancient heroes, he
feels within himsell a spirit of emulation, and a de-
sire to surpass the great men of antiquity in the
means. of acquiring fame. 3dly, As Princes and
Rulers, who are always absorbed in guarding the
interests of their kingdoms, and their thoughts ever
engrossed with profound mieditation on such jm-
portant concerns, must be in unceasing anxiety and
agitation, the rest and repose requisite for person-
ages of such exalted rank can be derived from
listening to narratives and histories ; as in the sea
sons of weariness and censure there is no other
science which so effectually and so agreeably be-
stows cheerfulness of mind and dispels futigne. I,
however, some foolish opparient, tuking into ac-
count the repetitions and smplifications which some-
times occur in the noble proofs and eloquent style
1
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of this science, should assert that History, for the
most part, consists of fictions, contradictions, and
ancient romances, and is therefore unworthy of
attention ; besides, that discrimination becomes al-
most impossible when truth and falsehood, rubbish
and pearls, night and wrong are mixed np together,
so that consequently no advantage can be connected
with the study; such doubts may be removed in
the following mammer. The venerable writers of
ancient times, and ther illustrious successors, luid
the foundations of this science in sincerity and
truth; for it is quite impossible that the distinguished
scholars of theirage, and learned men of undoubted
integrity, having habituated themselves to fiction
and falsehood, should have rashly attempted to pass
off’ fictions and contradictions for truths: whatever
proceeded from them, in their respective periods,
must certainly be free from confusion mnd error.
Even if some deceitful impostor, from the sugges-
tions of & depraved mind, should ascribe such un-
worthy deeds to the celebrated men of old, and
depict on his pages these baseless fictions, the
adepts in scienee, however, regarding such uncon-
nected compositions and such ill-arranged works as
a butt for the arrows of scorn and censure, repel
the charge, and displsy the banners of his calum-
nious falsehood among the ranks of liars and im-
postors, that it may be evident to wmankind that
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such & person's composition consists merely of idle
words, and that his entire work merits obliteration
and suppression : finally, that he himself is some
wretched outeast, who undertook this base act and
aggravated sin; and that he holds a CONSPICUOUS
place among those of whom it is said, ** They pervert
the word from its place :* from such charueters 1 fly
to God for protection !

It must however be confessed, that certain nurra-
tives which come under the head of inventions are
replete with advantages, and deservedly esteemed ;
such as, Kalila and Dimna, and many others; which
although confessedly works of invention and iy
nation, yet the authors and readers, althongh none
of the stories recorded had ever occurred, firmly
believe them to be pregnant with incalculable bene-
fits and advantages.— God only knows the truth?”

AN ACCOURT OF THE QUALIFIC LTy e IEDISPENSANLY REQUISITH
FOL HISTORIUAL l'l!HNﬂlﬂlm.

It is evident to the enlightened minds of those
pre-eminent in wisdom, that to compose an histo-
rical work, or to engage in composition in general,
18 both an important and hazardous undertaking, as
well in selecting from the multitude of facts, as in
arranging the body of the work : for books in this
department of science come not only under the
auspicious sight of powerful sovereigns, highly.
talented Ameers, distinguished persons and nobles,

1 2
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the literati and eminent men of all regions, but
also under that of tradesmen and artisans, who,
althongh unable to distingaish black from white, or
the rue from the scented willow, feel a strong in-
clination both to peruse and to listen to books'in
this science : hence the unhappy author, according
to this saying, * He who stands up in the ranks
becomes @ bult for the wrcher,” for some trifling
error serves as a mark for the arrow of censure
from all sorts of men and every class of the sons of
Adam. If, however, certain conditions be observed
in writing, it is then proper that impartial judges,
having curbed the tongue of veprehension, should
listen with complacency to the historian’s narrative:
and this seems the proper place for stating the
nature of these conditions.

The 1st is : The writer of History must be perfect
in faith and pure in religion; for some persons of
erroneous principles,such as the rebellions Khawiri}®
and the insidiods Rawifiz® have affixed detestable

") Khinwhrij—they who depart or revalt from the lnwiul Prince
catibiished by public consent. This name was first given to
12,000 men who revolied from ALl after they bad fought under
B ist thie Battle of Seffein; taking offence ot s submitting the de-
cision o his vight o the Khilifit, which Mofwiysh disputed with him,
o arbitration, though they themselves hiad first obliged him to i

(¥} Rowifiz—tho sme s the Shi-ites—the hereties who do not
look' on Abubekr, Omar, wnd Othinan ss legitimate: Khilifs o
siresssare of Muhsmmed, but, on the contrary, maintain thee Al

anil his descendints gre the true heirs aod legitimate snecezon.—
Sole's Prel, Dis, p 230 4y 256,
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assertions and traditions to the Companions of Mu-
hammed and their successors, and, by mixing to-
gether, in their works, authentic facts, rejected
assertions, refuted statements, and -acknowledged
truths, have thus deceived mankind. If a person
be not informed of their fundamental treachery
and fraud, he will imagine their narrative to be
a shining light derived from the apostolical shrines,
and kindled by the prophetic torch : thus, througl
such corrupting influence, & man falls into ervor,
and strays from the true path.

The 2d condition is: It is necessary that what-
ever subject the writer treats of, he should describe
the whole faithfully, and bring all the circumstances
within the compass of his book : that is, as he, in
their due: order, describes the merits, noble deeds,
justice, and benefits which distinguished the great
and emment men of past times, he must, in like
manner, speeify their worthless or reprehensible
deeds, instead of keeping them concealed : in the
next place, should he judge it advisable, he ought
to explain clearly this latter part of their character;
otherwise he is to proceed on this subject with
studied ambiguity, remote allusions, hints, or no-
tices; as, * A hint to the wise is sufficient.”

The 3d condition.—In praise or censure, the writer
niust especially avoid excess and exaggeration, nei-
ther must he permit himself to have recourse to
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importunity ; but should a pressing necessity arise,
gither for soliciting some advantage or repelling
something hurtful, he must not transgress against
the saying, “The best of all things is moderation.”
Consequently, when the purpose aimed at is con-
furmable to sincerity of conduct and purity of in-
tention, his wishes and necessities are crowned with
a happy termination.

The 4th condition is: Whatever subject the hi-
storian traces, by the pen of divine favour, with
mimite precision, should be free fram highly orma-
mented periods: on the contrary, he must enden-
vour that the modes of diction be founded on ex-
pressive language, and all the phrases used in their
proper acceptation ; so that the pages of the nar-
rative and the volume of recital may be painted
and illuminated with highly-coloured pictures of
elegant design and gmeeful illustration.  He must
also choose a simple and pure style, easily com-
prehended, and quickly nnderstood : let him studi-
ously avoid the use of feehle language, low expres-
sions, vulgar idioms, and antiquated phrases: so
that every elass of readers, high and low, although
differing in point of understanding and conception,
may receive abundant delight and solid instruction:
and the work itselfl become so approved and ad-
mired in the sight of all, that no critic can either
reject or censure it.  This condition, however, is
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not confined solely to History, but must be care-
fully ohserved in all treatises on Science, com-
posed in any language whatever ; so that the com-
position and arrangement used in that style of
writing; and the impressions produced by it, may
not become rejected or obliterated, and every ves-
tige defaced or lost sight of

The 5th condition.—This condition, which has
no reference to the writer of these pages, is, that
the historian should be distinguished for integrity
and good faith ; celebrated for sincerity of speech,
and virtuous eonduct: for History in geneml, and
the lives of Princes in particular, are frequently of
such a nature, that there exists no document on
which implicit reliance can be placed ; or by means
of which we may, in the narrative of events, he
secured against the detriments of falsehood : there-
fore, when the historian is orthodox and faithful,
those who seck high endowments and accomplish-
ments entertain a cordial confidence towards him:
they feel assured, that such a person will not barter
his faith for worldly lucre; that he will never
reconeile to himsell; nor appland, the destructive
futurity and the evil catastrophe which await
fulschood. The writer therefore presses on with
fervent passion and perfect zeal to the compilation
of the attractive narrative; bestowing on the text
of the volume, and the contents of the pages, the
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embellishment and ornament of anecdotes and com-
mentaries; which are so secured agamst alteration
or substitution, that their impressions cannot be
effaced from the pages of Fortune until the re-
motest limits of time.  This assertion is confirmed,
by observing that many individuals distinguished
by their qualities have written books in this sci-
ence, both in Arabic and Persian ; and though a
long period has elapsed since their time, yet the
works of those eminent men are still celebrated
and current amongst mankind: the succession of
days and nights, the revolutions of months and
years, can neither destroy them, nor consign them
to neglect ; nor can the spider weave the web of
oblivion over their pages.

Among the Arabic writers, the first is the Imfim
Mubammed Ben Ishak Ben Saiyidr, the first profes-
sor of the Mubammedan faith who described the
sacred wars and wrote historical narratives; after
him, the Imém Wahab Ben Monabbah, and his bro-
ther Hambm Ben Monabbah; the Imédm Wikadi;
and Asmii; and Mubammed Ben Joraier Taburiz
and AbG Abdallah Moslem Ben Kaniyah, the anthor
of the Jimia al Arif; and Muhammed Ben Ali Ben
Atham the Kufite, author of the #* AlTutuh:" and
Abdallah Ben Mokanna: and the Doctor Abii Ali
Maskouiyah : and Fakhr nddeen Muhammed Ben
Abi Daiid; and Salimin the Benakite: and Abilfarj
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Ben Aljauzi, author of the “ Almuntazim " and
Amid uddeen Ben Kathir, the Syrian; and Muka-
dasf; and Tadlabi; and Abu Hanffah of Dainwar
and Muhammed Ben Abdallih al Masoudi; and the
Imim Kimil Abdallih, Ben Alf Alyemani of Yafii:
and Abé Nasr Allaki, author of the Alyemani.—
Most of the above-mentioned writers are regarded
as the High Priests of the Sacred Traditions, and
of the Commeantaries on the Korin; and the esteem
bestowed on their historical narratives surpasses the
bounds of deseription.

Among the historians of Persia, the first is, the
Melek al Kalim, Abal Kisim Alhasan Ben Mu-
hammed Ben All al Fardausi of Tihs; and Abul
Hasan Ali Ben Shams Alislam, the Benhakite:
and Abul Hasan Mubammed Ben Suliman, author
of the Tiarikh-i-Khausr(is and Abul Fazl Bai-
hakki, the compiler of the “ Tirikb-i-41-i-Muh-
miid Sabuktageen (on whom be merey!) in thirty
volumes ; and Abbas Ben Masaab ; and Alimed Ben
Siyérah ; and Abu Ishak Muhammed Ben Ahmed
Ben Yunas Baizazi ; and Muhammed Ben Akeel, the
Lawyer of Balkh ; and Abil Kisim Ben Mahmud,
the Kaabite, to whom are ascribed the Histories of
Herit, Bilkh, and Nishiboor; amd Abiil Hasan
Muhammed Ben Abdallah Albdkir, of Fars, anthor
of the Sivik-ut-Tirikh: and Sadr uddeen Mu-
hammed Ben Hasan, the Bastamite, author of the
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Thj-al-Mafhther; and AbGl Abdallih Minhdj Ben
Miid(d Aljarjini, author of the Tabkat-i-Nisiri;
and Kathir uddeen of Irdk; and Abdl Kisim
Muhammed Ben Ali Alkéshi, author of the
Zubdat-ut-Tawérikh; and the Khijeh Abidl Fazl
Abdallih Ben Abunasr Ahmed Ben Ali Amkiil,
author of the “ Mukhzen-al-Balaghit;” and the
“ Faghil-ul-Mulook ;” and Ala uddeen Atta Melik
Aljauini, brother to Sihib Shahir Khijeh Shams-
uddeen Muhammed, anthor of a complete series
of Poems, to whom is ascribed the * Thrikh Jehan
Kushai;" and Hamdallih Mastaufi of Kazvin, au-
thor of the “ Tirikh Guzidah,” and the *“ Nuzhat-
al-Kuloob ;" and the Kazi Nasiruddeen Beiziwi,
author of the * Nizim-ut-Tuwarikh ;" and the Kha-
jeh Rashid Tabib, author of the ** Jimia;" and
Hafiz Abrii ;—upon whom, and all other writers of
the same class, may the blessings and favours of
the Almighty ever remain! All these great cha-
racters were ranked among the learned men of
their age; their sayings have been always referred
to; and their maxims continually quoted. Al-
though the statement of these premises has ex-
tended to some length, and the arrangement of
these details has added to the mass, it is however
evident to discriminating minds, that at this period
some muplification is permitted, and that the en-
larging on the advantages of History deserves com-



13

mendation. At present, the dusky-coloured pen,
the agreeably-pacing courser of History, while
bounding into the area of description of this seven-
partitioned volume, hopes, by the powerful aid of
the Almighty, and the auspicious, boundless favour
of the Ameer characterized by the anchorite’s holy
mind, the pure in faith, the benefactor of the op-
pressed, the destroyer of oppressors, the bland in
manner, the healing salve to the wounded hearts of
holy professors, and whose power is the antidote
to the dragon-like qualities of the slanderer and
the envious, that the seven volumes of this work,
selected from esteemed authors, may obtain com-
plete celebrity in the seven climates, and prove
acceptable to the minds of all ranks of people.



SHORT NOTICE RELATIVE TO ALY SHI'R

AND THR

AUTHOR OF THE BAUZAT-USSAFA,

Aur Sui'n was descended from one of the most
illustrions families of the Jagatai tribe. His father
oceupied a high post under the reign of Sultan
Abfilkassem Babur Khiin, great-grandson to Tamer-
lane. Ali Shir was educated with great attention -
he soon displayed an attachment to study, and made
@ rapid progress in the sciences appropriate to lis
rank in society. In his infancy, he received the first
rudiments of education at the same school with the
Sultan Husain Mirzi, afterwards named Abtilghfzi
Hussain ' Behadur Khin, which eveut led to an
attachment which lasted during their life. Al Shir
first entered into the service of Abiilkassem Babr,
who regarded him as a son: on the death of this
prince, he retired to Meshed, where he devoted
himself' to study; but the unceasing troubles of
Khoraséin obliged him to quit Meshed for Samar-
kand. When Sultan Husain Mirza had subdued
Khorasin, he sent for Ali Shir to Herit, and ye-
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ceived him with the most flattering attention. He
was first appointed to the Royal Seal ; shortly after,
to the head of the Council ; and lastly Grand Vizir,
When he had for some time discharged those
important offices, he resigned his distinguished ap-
pointments, in order to pass the remainder of his
life in retirement. He, however, afterwards accepted
the government of Asterabid ; which after a short
time he gave up, and bade adien to public life. He
devoted his leisure to science, and composed several
works in Turkish and Persian. He was also a pro-
ficient in different arts, such as sculpture, gilding,
various kinds of writing, and painting. He em-
ployed his great wealth in the erection of edifices
consecrated to religion or humanity ; among which
were ninety kardvanserays, several hospitals,
mosques, and bridges. He died in 906 of the
Hejira, A.D. 1500, and his royal friend and master
m 911.—8. de Sacy.

Mirkhond, or rather Mirkhavend, whose true name
is Muhammed Ben Khavendshih Ben Mahmid,
the author of the Rauzat-us-Safa, was born about
837 or the end of 836 of the Hejira, correspond-
ing to 1432 or 1433 of our era: he died, as we
are informed by Khondemir, his son, in the year
903, in the month Zu-al-kaada, or June 1408 of
our era, aged 66 years, Khondemir is the author
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“of the well-known work the Khulisat-al-Akhbar,
which is the abridgment of the Rauzat-us-safi,
written about the year 90, for the Ameer Al Shir.
He also wrote the Habib-us-sayr, or * Traveller's
Friend.”



HISTORY

ur

THE EARLY KINGS OF PERSIA.

HISTORY OF KATOMAftS,

THE FIRST PESHDADIAN AND THE FIRST KING

Katomans is a Syriac word, which means “the

living Being endued with speech®” Before he un-
dertook to discharge the functions and duties of
royalty, all kinds of violence and oppression were
openly practised among mankind, and the greatest

(*) The first Ferouer. or model of existence incarnated on earth,
was the [emo-murui or Aboudid, who being struck by Abri.
miin, the Priociple of Eixil, and by kis poison, becume ill; bt
before dying, he recommended thut the living Deings which were
to issue from his body should be puamutied sgeinit infury, At
the moment of his deuth, Kelomers came out of bis right front leg;
anstl after death, the Genius Goschoroun, the protector of animated
nitare, came out of the lef front leg - from the toil and marrow of
the bull procecded 150 grain-bearing plants, and wwelve species
of trees, which maltiplisd to 100,000, From his homs came
furth the fruits; and from his blood, the vine. The germs of all
vegetable productions were then placed in a great river; wd two
birds were charged with distributing them over the earth  The
firil. mon, Keiomorts (Gatomard in Pebleei) wae formed redianot,

white, with eyes looking np to besven.  The Majmel-ul-tovirlkh
ndids



18

~ disorders fonmd their way into all the transactions
of the human race throughout the whole of the
habitable world, At length, a number of wise men
and nobles, whilst anxiously deliberating how to
remove this general tyranny and iniquity, drew a
parallel between the universe and the microcosm of
the human body; and concluded, that as the health

atils this particnlar, that the man, Kaiomorts, was a living and
speaking Deing, and the Homo-tomm was dénd and deprived of
specch; which means, accomling to Ampuetil Du Perron, thnt
Raiumurn was created to live, aod spoke naineally; wheress the
Homo-tmurus wae to die within. 5 short period, and bis power of
speech was foreign to his nuture,  Thas: Kafomorts was oviginully
foemed 02 g immortal Belogr, and & partienler Genins witchad
over his safety: bt Ormued, the Principle of Good, to whom
fiiture events nre present, clearly siw that he eonld oot withad
the power of Abriman, the Principls off Exil anil therefore gulled
Lim Fuse Meréthnn or * Morial Life,” frion  which the Pl
forms Kuiomorts. From Merethno romes Mard, = momal™ or
o™ in Persion.  Before creatihe Kolomorts, Ormusd bad
prodoced o Biynid culled Khel ; which being applicd to Kajomorts,
rendered hi Dewutiful sl radiont we s youth of fifteen,

We find' that Ahrinum, seermproied by Akonman, Astiiad, the
fathier of doath, msd by thoussnds of ather Dives, fell on Ealomarns,
who idid not survive the attack more than thirty years.  The ele-
mentery principles of his Bemg were purified by the sun's Ligh,
and cunfided 10 Nedosery, the Lud presiding aver the fire, und to
Bapendemad, the Genius of the earth.  After forty years, there pm-
eeeded froms these elements a tree representing two hmman bodies,
and bemring fruits containing ten species of men. These two bodies
becuime Meschin and Meschioné, the parents of the human mee,—
The names Meschia and Meschinné are derived from. Maschi,
* denth,” and gignify * mortal."—L ' Acadd. des Faserip, Vol xxxvii.
p- 642 1o G52,
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or disease of the members and the human frame is
proportioned to the soundness or morbiduess of the
temperament. with which the regimen of the body
is essentially and. inseparably connected, so the
atfiairs of this great world would be duly regulated,
all nctions properly divected, the devout comforted,
andl the blessings of universal tranquillity secured,
by means of a ruler possessed of authority, vigour,
and exalted dignity; one, whose admirable nature
should be adorned with the brilliancy of justice and
equity; and who, on all oecasions, could avoid and
be on his guard against the influence of vindictive
feelings, and criminal excess in sensual and carnal
desires : thus all classes of his subjects might pass
a tranquil, contented life, reposing on the couch of
peaceful security, exempt from the oppression of
the turbulent and rebellious; whilst all descriptions
of robbers, however protected by concealment or
lastnesses, should be exterminated by the agency of
their own wicked actions.  After duly resorting to
divine and human counsels, the lot of election fell
on Kaiomars : and as soon as he had ratified, by
oath, his assent to the conditions proposed by the
nobles of the realm and the heads of religion, his
auspicious brow was encircled with the royal diadem,
and he was seated on the imperial throne. **The
“first august sovercign, the controller of regions,
* and the first of crowned monarchs, was Kaiomars :
F
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« when hie mountéd the throne and assumed the
“ grown, he exacted tribute from the inhabitants of
w the country.” The principal historians differ with
respect to his linenge; some asserting, that, from
the fime assigned to him, he must be the eldest son
of Adam {on whom be the peace of God!); and the
narration of Imém Ghazili (on whom be the mercy
of God?), in the work entitled Nasihat-ul-Mul(k
(Adyice to Kings), supports this opjnion: many
however maintain, that Umim the son of Lahd, the
son of Arem, the son of Saum, the son of Noah (on
whom be benedictions!), was in the begiuning of his
reign styled Kaiomars: The author of the Ghiniyeh®
says, that he was one of the sons of Japhet, the son
of Noah—called by the Arabians, Omar, and by the
Persians, Kaiomars: who, on being invested with
absolute  power, ordained that whoever gave him
any name but Adam shonld be heheaded : Dut this
differs from the opinion of the most-approved
writers, who all agree that the Khéns of Turkistan
arée of the lineage of Japhet, but not the kings of
Fars, who are acknowledged to be the descendants
of Kaiomars : which being granted, the weakness of
the above supposition is evident. The Magi assert
that Kaiomars is synonymous with Adam, the pro-
genitor of the human race : they also style him

() Abn Muhmmmed Alghirili AL composed this work in
Persian, for the Sultan Melik Shih Selitk.
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Gilshith, or Earth-king, because in his time scarcely
any thing liad been called to existénce, over
which his authority could extend, except water and
clay. Amidst such a diversity of truditions; the
chiefl historians however agree, that Kaiomars was
the first sovereign who placed the yoke of obedi-
ence and submission on the necks of the refractory,
and spread the earpets of equity and benevolence
over the habitable warld, the shade of whose pro-
tection and liberality was extended over the hends
of the human race: through the influence of his
cquity, the magnet ceased to attract iron, and the
amber refrained from oppressing the straw ; the
sheep contracted alliance with the wolf, whilst the
lion and the deer together traversed the desert in
amity :—
“'Thit lamb mud the wolf gre vogmced in play
* Tha lion aud the deer faod togethor in e plain®
Notwithstanding the multitudes of his troops and
supporters, Kaiomars had no sboner olitained a
respite from the cares of royalty, than he gave lim-
self up, alone and unattended, to the austerities of
the anchorite’s life . in the retirement of mountains
or deserts, he devated himself dayand night, without
intermission, to the worship of the Creator, It s
said, that Kafomars had a son eminent for piety,
wholly devoted to God, who had entirely detached
himself from the society of men, and, amidst the
re

12104
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Tecesses of mountains or on their rugzed summits,
pecupied himsell uneeasingly in the service of the
Ltevpal King. This seelusion and solitary life arose
from the following circumstance : Having one day
asked his father which was the best of all pursuits ;
his father replied, ** The worship of the great and
slovious God, and abstinence from cruelty.” On
which the son rejomed : ** Abstinence from cruelty
* depends on separation from manking ; and unin-
“* terrupted devotion can only be attained in seclu-
* sion and solitnde.” Whenever anxious cares over-
whelmed the mind of Kaiomars, he would hasten to
visit his beloved som, and in his society endeavour
to banish anxiety [rom his soul. It onee happened,
whilst labouring under depression and trouble,
without any apparent eause, he proceeded to Mount
Damévend, where his illustrious son, wholly ab-
sorbed in devotion, had fixed his abode, In going
along, his blessed sight rested on an owl, which
severnl times poured out her dismal and terrific
plamts: as the birds voice made an impression on
Kaiomars, he said, * If thyintelligence be connected
“with good tidings, I hope thou maoyest be ever
** aeceptable to the human race; but if otherwise,
* mayest thou ever be doomed to persecution and
“solitude!™ But when, on reaching his son's oratory,
he found ki dead, he then broke out into excera-
tions against the owl: for which reason, the sons
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and daughters of man have ever since regarded the
owl as a bird of ill omen, and its voice detestahle,
On the whole it is to be noficed, that in former
times the Dives held intercourse and communici-
tions with the human race®: but when Kajomays
biad been informed of their impious manners und
deeds, he made war on the Affts (Demons) ; ou
which occasion, by the divine grnce and aid of

(") Theete mmuanis Magicitn 3 undin Sanscrir, o Hrahmen : pechitpe
from srne of that tribe pretending w be sorcerers ik, spsellzime
gemerally, b the torm which barborons mes, i ull aged, luve
#pplicd to their enemiss, e nuighbours, who had imore st or kiow-
ledae thun themsslves, The rude inhabitwnts of Turtary, 1 thiy
dny, believe the (liness 10 be Deeves or Magielane— Maveogs's
Persia.

la Periing, Deep signifies 5 Divisr. which is anithir iy,
Awgel, nor Devil; bus n Genius, Asduwr, 07 8 Glam) uot of the
bnuun spevien.  Amongst these Deevér, e ape ol this
witkedest mod most formidable of uil. Chhers, g the Proees (the
Faires of the West), which are by oo means fo formidubile, g
reganlid ss belonging w the femids sex; allh theic mer b
contimmed withont the mterveatim of any er el of Beings
Arcording 1o the aneient Mytliology of the Persiuns, * Thing,* tha
i, Hhe * Erornal (ne * or * Monndluss Sjuwee,” st 1z, * the Dejng
vonfined by o Timits,” by the * Honoves™ or Eterund Word ¢yeatod
Uvmnzd, or the Principle of Good, wod Ahrinun, or the Prigeiple
of Evil : after which Obmuzd fisst ereated ths Assbilepanids or Sy
Protocting Angels, and e ussistnt ;i the 24 plaer, the Teds,
nt Local Gods, st aver different depurtinests of the aniverss j—is
tha id place, the Foruer, which served for the souls of met § or
thie’ vaic, whiloh iy the emanntion of the pure sulistases of the Disi _
mity, ks opposed to the Juyy, the semmsitive and animl part sgituted
by the pussions. O behilling thiwe Frroners, Alrrimmin was
struck with tervor ; as b kasw (it thronsgrh them his empire was 4
come to an euid. - Abrimas theevfime comted, oot of darkines, an

ovual number of evil spirita u opposs Ormyed snd the Gond Asgels
' In
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Heaven, he obtained a complete victory over tht
race many of them perished in battle; and the
remiinder were scatteved in flight over the face of
the earth : these from time to time approached the
sbodes of men, watching for an opportunity of de-
stroying Kaiomars and those connected with Tim :
this object entively occupied their attention ; there-
fore, at the time the son of Kaiomars was in the act
of devotion in his oratory, they rolled & huge rock
on his head, and thus slew him ; after which criminal
deed they fled with preeipitation to the most remote
places. When Kaiomars discovered his son in this

In the Zendavesta, vol il p, 234, thire s un expres probibition
against hwbling intercounse with Deeves;—* Whoeversits down
wwith the Deey, or the worshipper of Degves, whoever opens lus
ot 1 Conyerss with them, tesreth hamself, es o dog doth the
» wolf"

According 1 the Mohammedan tradifions, the Alnighty created
she Deeves before Adam, nud geve them to fhe govermment of tha
world dising 7000 years. To them suceroded the Parees, under
{hisir monacch Jin Ben Jin, duriog 2000 yemrs. But as thees twi
elusses of Beings hud berome disohedient, the Almighty set over
sliewn Eblls, whii, 83 beiag of more noble uiture nnd fomied of ethe-
el fire, hnd been elevated mpong the Angele. Eblls, on receiving:
the eammiands of God, eame down from beaven 1o this worlil, and
yridle e sriinat i unitod forces of the Deeves wnd Paroes. O
thiks oecusion, severs] Decves jained the good cause, mmd remained
o earth anfil the tme of Adwm; others even nutil the tims of
Selomom, whoss Grders they obeyed.  Eblis being thon remforeed,
defisted Jin Ben Jhs in a generul engagement, and become in 3
shiort time master of this lower warld: but getting proud sod i
solent, he refnsed o nbey the Almighey, inil would not worship
Adam:. ho was therefore deprived of all Ws bonours. and driven
fiom the preseuce of Goil—Ses Dizy, Ribliathique Ohrientide.
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state, he broke out into loud lamentations: at which
moment, the Merciful and All-powerful God revealed
to his sight a well on the top of the mountain,
inwhich he deposited his deceased son, and kindled
a great fire at its mouth. Respecting this well and
the five, the Magi have many traditions; so opposite
and contradictory to common sense, as to be re-
jected by every intelligent mind. As soon as
Kaiomars had deposited Lis son’s body in this well,
he came down from the mountain: and contimied
night and day incessantly supplicating the Almighty
to vouchsafe to reveal to him the murderers of his
son and their place of abode. At length a person®
informed him, one nightina vision, saying, “ Your
*son's assassing have fixed their residence in such
“aplace.” Kaiomars, immediately awaking, poured
attt his soul in grateful prayers; and communicating
the discovery to his people, children, and the great
afficers of his household, then. added :—*1 will
“proceed to the east, to punish the Demons, the
* murderers of my child.” e then appointed one
of his sons Vicegerent, and set out, from the royal
residence of Mount Damévend, towards the east.
When lie had advanced some way, his auspicions
sight fell on a white cock followed by a hen: he
also observed this cock engaged i combat with a

possibly be turued inty Angel ur Divine Communicatinn.
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serpent; su that whenever the lntter attempted to
gize the hen, the cock with the greatest intrepidity
made s vigorous attack and put it to flight. Kaio-
miers was so pleased with the bearing of the cock
and his mode of attack, that he slew the serpent,
and threw some com to the fowl s on which, apply-
ing his benk to the grain, he began to mvite Tis mate,
neither did he swallow 2 single grain until she hod
hegun to eat.  This generosity delighted Kuomars,
who said: * This bird unites liberality with bravery :
#liis nature in that respect is conformable to man's.
1 have set out to encounter my enemies, and in
“ the very commencement of the expédition have
“ slain® & serpent, which is the enemy of the human
“ yace: this is, therefore, a most favourable omen.”
On this account, when he had terminated this en-
terprise; hie commanded his sons to maintain and
preserve the cock with all possible attention. It
is said that no Demon can enter a house in which
there is a cock; and, above all, should this bivd
come to the residence of a Demon, and move his
tongue to chaunt the praises of the glorious md

() According o the Vendidud-Soadd, pu S0&—304, Meschie and
Meschinnd were created pure; und obedient to Ormead,  Ahriman
sty i envied their koppiness: wnder the form. of & serpent he
presented them with froits, and persanded them that ho wes the
ereator of amimaly, plants, aod the world in which they dwelt.
Thicy bolieved him; snd Abriman became thotr masters thelr mo-

fure was cormipted 3 anll s tiink wue commmapicated w their
posterity, — et de UAded vol sxxiz. o THO
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exalted Creator, that instant the evil spirit takes
to flight:—* Demons flee from the people who re-
cite the Korin." The reason why persons draw an
evil omen from the wnseasonable crowing of the
cock, and at the same time put him to death, is
this; that when Kasiomars wus seized with a fatal
illness, at the time of the evening service this bird
crowed alond; and immediately after, this orthodox
monareh pnas.ed away to the world of eternity.—
In short, when Kaiomars drew near the habitations
of the Demots, or demon-henrted men, he en-
gaged with them in battle: many perished in the
engagement; numbers of them fled in dismay; and
the remainder, bemg brought under the yoke of
sarvitude, were by his orders employed in execut-
mg difficult tasks. At this place lie was engaged
in bmilding & city; and therefore sent a message to
his dependants and ehildren, divecting that all who
had suffiient strength to undertake the jonrey
should hasten to wait on him: on which a nume-
rous hody of them obeyed the summons, and after-
~wards fixed their abode in Tabaristén and Dami-
vend'.  Kaiomars hiud a brothier in the regions of

() Damfivend, situsted st the foot of the monatain of the samne
wnsi, was firmerly o maghty il popalows city, fonr perssangs o
lengih, covered with edifices The peak is covered with eternal
smowe - No one by ever nsoended o it snnmiit, socording to the
Persiun writers; who st the same tima mention = it smee of aboat

thirty ieres om ite highess elevation. The monpum abounds in mimes
ul
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the west, who occasionally came to visit him:
who at this time haying undertaken the journey to
converse with his revered brother, found, on his
arrival at Damfvend, that Kaiomars was zbsent.
On inguiring into his affairs, and learning that he
was then engaged in founding a city in the east,
this affectionate brother immediately diréeted his
course thither, and completed the long journey.
At the moment of his arrival, Kaiomars, who was
seated on an eminence, having beheld his brother,
exclaimed, “Ho! who is this who directs his course
towards ns?™ One of his sons answered, * Per-
*“ haps a spy, sent by the enemy to find out our
“ situation.” On which, Kaiomars armed himself)
and, accompanied by the same son, wenl out to
meet him: but when they drew near each other,
Kaiomars recognised his brother, and said to his son,
“Bal A’kh!" (*This is sarely my brother!")—from
which circumstamee the city was called Balkh®

ol salphur, copperas, and antimony. It has many warm springs, of
intouse heat.  Ascording to the Thrikh-i-Tabaristin, there sre on
the anmmit thirty craters, which emitamoke. Aceording 1o the Magi,
when Kaiomurs had deposited the dead body of his murdered san
Sifmuk m = pit on this mountain, he kindled = fire on the month
of itz since which fime, u flame jsmes every day from the pir. and
ik nto it again.  Zohdl i said alse to e imprisooed lere; in
commpiny with other Mugicians siad Temons, The mouniain is vis.
ble ut 150 miles distance.—Ouseiny’'s Persia, vol. il p. 324—335,
(") Ballh. a city of Khorasfin, townrds the smurce of the Oins,
which i frequemly eallad the River of Balkh 14 was o frontler
tvikn in Bactrifnn, wader the first Perslan kides whe dwelt in
Asurhailfiin
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Although the Syriac, at this period, was the pre-
vailing language, it is however said that the Syriac
and Arabic have many words in common: grant-
ing this to be true, the tradition deserves credit, as
the above words are common to both languages,
Some historians maintain, that Loborasp was the
founder of Balkh; but it is probable that such
an event must have happened at a much later
period "

As soon es Kaiomars had terminated the building
of the city, he contracted in marriage a numerous
body of the illustrious mules and females of his

auspicious family; and having prepared a magni-
ficent nuptial-feast, he devoted some days to fes-
tivity and delight: after which he set out, in con-
cert with his brother, to moke war against a great

‘Azarbaifjin or Medin, 'The second dynasty of Persian monarchs
maile it their gupital, to be near ot hund o repel the inropds from
Tarkestin. The kings of the thind race removed their capital w
Fars and Knhistin, where they founded 1stukbir or Persepolis, nnd
Shuster or Susa. The latter princes of this dynasty transferred
their residonce 10 Irik or Chaldes, where they founded Madain, in
the vicinity of Seleucia nnd Cresiphom: but Bulkh slweys was
reckoned tho capital of Khorfism,  The Abaside Rhilifi, the
Sumeanides, the Seljucides, and others, resided st Nidhubir and
Merv. The Mogol snd Tuartar princes, descended from Jenghiz
Khiin and Thterlane, cliose Herit as their residenes. So that Balkh,
Mery, Nishiilir. sud Herft. the fonr great cities of Khorfsan, are
roitkoned royol atiee—D'Hespecor.

(") There seans ligre o be understood—= and rfers mesely o
the rebuilding ir repuirigg of .7
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assemblage of Demons, who had fixed their abode
amidst Iu&y mounntains. He fought several battles
against them; in the course of which, the greatest
part were: slain, and the earth was no longer pol-
luted by their accursed existence.  After this, he
entirely directed all lis energies to improving the
state of the world, so that the people were greatly
multiplied in his time.  The Kazi Nasir-ud<leen
Beizawi' (on whom God pour forth’ his merey!)
relates, in one of his works, that Kalomars founded
two cities; namely, Istakhar, where he principally
dwelt, and Damiivend, in which territory he occa-
sionally resided. The Tarikh Giaffar® mentions,
that the ¢ities of Ardebil’, Filistin, Babel, Kis,
Makrin, Nasabein, Nasa, Jarjin, Sejestin, and
Hams, are smong the number of his works: whilst

(") Ninie nddees Abu Suld Abdulldh [hn OQmae, 8 ootive of
Baigah, nenr Shirhz, was the Bisl of Shirke: fram whoiee b re-
misved A Talirder, wher bio died sbout 685 or 892 of the Hejim.
e was the uuthur of sume theological wirks; and also of the
Ninim-utauviizikl, o Gewernl Hiztory in Perian,

(%) TArkh al Thobari, n colebruted wock founded on olher
Moaleny histories,  Teowas writwn by Al GHaffse Molamomed
Ben Joruir of Toharisin It begins with the Crestion, and
comes down to the year 300 of the Mejire. It s Fequently
Apuoted, auder the title of the Tarkh Giaffir, and the Thrikl
Pisge-iJomit. [t wes tmosluted jnty Persien in 352 of the
Hegirn

(') Anlehil, = city in Asurhaijin, in which was & celebrated fort
eolled Hohmmn Diz: the reduction of which olitained the crown
for Em Blusiwan:
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some writers refer their construction to other
monarchs; as will, by the aid of Divine Providence,
be set forth in the following pages. In the Tarikh
Masjem™, and the Nizim Uttavarikh, if is recorded
that Siamuk was the name of the son of Kaiomars,
whom the Demons had sliin on Mommt Damayend.
In the Tarikh of Hafiz Abri ”, it is stated, that
a5 soon as Kalomars had completed the city of
Balkh, and some of his children had settled there
by his order, he then returned to Istakhiar. When
some time had elapsed, his comprehensive mind
becoming again desirous to traverse the eastern
regions, after a long and laborions march he
reached Balkh, where his world-pervading sight
was enlightened by the appearance of his illus-
trious grandson; the model of his father Siamuk.
Kaiomars devoted himself to the nurture and edu-
cation of this child; so that when Siaimuk grew up,
he proved valiant and intrepid in fight, courteous
and generous ut the feast :

“ At ope fime hanguet-bestiwing, like descending eain;
* At another, raging in combat, Tike the angry hon:

# Iy him wiere blendod bumsnity amd prowess,

* With bravery, lbernlity, and prudence”

(=) Thaikh al Mauajem, a History of the Kings of Persia, composed
by Figl Allak, in (he reign of the Ashbek Nosr-od-deen Ahmed,
whoste 634 of e Hejiza.

("} This istory i also ealled Zubdat-nrenvirikh: wnien
Persin by Nuvoditeon Lutfdlih surnumed. Hafie A'bni, who died
1 S of the Hefim The History comes down 1o 525 of the Hejim.
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Kaiomars then voluntarily committed to the grasp of
liis anthority, the reins of mdulgence and restraint,
with the curb of concession and compulsion, in all
concerns of State. In vvery matter, whether pub-
lic or private, he consulted the penetrating intelli-
gence and profound reflection of his grandson, and
decided o suit without ssking his advice. At this
period, when he had dntenn{nﬂd on withdrawing
entirely from public affuirs, and contenting himself
with the mere necessaries of life, he assembled the
members of the royal household, and the indivi-
duals of the royal kindred, to whom he said :
“ Siamuk, the delight of my eyes, is hereby ap-
“ pointed my deputy and Vicegerent, in the issuing
«forth of all decrees, and the execution of all
« public measures: my words correspond with
“ his; my aects are in accordance with his; his
w docrees and ordinances are mine.” The pillars
of the immoveable State, and the Ministers of the
illustrious sovereignty, listened with acquiescing
obedience to lis orders: and the hearts of the
people being impressed with attachment and obe-
dience to him, he therefore, by command of his
mighty grandsire, being fully empowered, came to
the place of interview with the spouse of royalty,
and, having past some days i the bridal chamber
of imperial authority as became a bridegroom, em-
ployed himself in spreading wide the carpet off
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equity, and strengthening the foundations of the
palace of justice; thus exerting himsell with the
most praiseworthy zeal to discharge the duties of
sovereign power, and the claims of the people to
paternal protection; according to this ssying, * He
that imitates his father, is justified”™ As soon as
this just prince obtained a respite from arranging
the concerns of State, and improving the condifion
of the true Relievers, he, in conformity to the example
of his exalted sire, girt his loins with the girdle of
devotion, and, amidst the recesses of mountans or
in rugged caverns, gave himsell' up to the worship
of the all-bounteous Creator; until one day, in the
course of Hisnsual journey, he fell in with a troop
of Afrits (Démons).  After some dispute, a battle
ensued, in which they were put to the route; but
during the heat of the engagement he received a se-
vere wound, which caused him to return in mourning
to lis house, and repose his heroic side on the bed
of infirmity. When Ksiomars heard of this event, he
hastened to his beloved son’s pillow; but he found
the hiwid moon in her wane, and the splendor of
the sun eclipsed : his eyes poured out showers
like elouds, and were agitated like the wind.  Sii-
muk, opening his eyes, spoke to him; and recom-
mending to his protection the infant which had not
yet issued from the wicket of futurity, charged him
to punish his enemies, and retaliste on them the
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shameful outrage offered to himself.  On finishing
these requests, he doparted this trnsitory abode, on
bis journey to the world of eternity. The heart of
Kaiomars becoming like & devouring five, and lis
streaming eyes like 4 wave-exciting deluge, the
death of his beloved son made lim burst out into
all the exclumations of woe. At this moment,
however, the messengers of good tidings unpouncetd
tiy liim that the soul and eyes of the revered spouse
of Siamuk had been illummed mnd comforted Ly
tlie birth of a glorions son—
“ IF ue departs, snither (akes his pluce:
“ Thas workl rommins ot longr without @ owder.”
As soon as the eyes ol Kalomars contemplated the
illustrions infant, which lad appeared at a fortomate
moment, he beheld a moon shining 1u the: glorious
firmament of splendor, and a sun beaming forth in
the heaven of perfect beanty: whose auspicious
forehead gave sure indications of nnbounded sway,
and whose happy aspect exlibited manifest proofs
of universal dominion.
w Ho issed him, and pressed him to his bosom; aud reewed
his grief for Sifmak:
“ As Fortane found hime dgnified and produnt, from b
eranidsine’s lips he got e pune * Housdug”
When Kaiomars had wmade suitable arrangements
for the establishment and nurture of Houshung,
le turped ull his attention towards punishing and
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taking revenge on the murderers of Sidmuok, and
therefore sent spies to every part of tlie habitahlé
carth. The persons thus despatchied having, con-
formably to their orders, exerted all necessary dili-
gence, came back and reported as follows :—** The
* ememies of the State are posted in ambush on the
“ verge of a certaim wood, in such mamer us to
“eut off the communications in every direction.”
Raiomars straight unsheathed the avenging swond,
raised his victorious standard, and at the head of
countless forces marched on the ememies” country,
The ever-triumphant troops, after long and toilsome
marches, having arrived near the foe, completely
surrounded the abode mnd refuge of these vile
wretches ; and, without further trouble, brought mto
the presence of the equitable monareh an Afit of
hideous form, the murderer of Sidmuk, along with a
mumber of demons, bound in the ignominious chaims
of captivity; the remainder of the accursed pace
having turned away from the field of battle to the
deserts of Hlight, so that not ene remamed in that
region.:  Kaiomars, on beholding the assassin of his
son, ordered him to be consumed i the flames of
wiath and revenge, and his ashes to be scattered to
the winds of ammihilation. Tt is recorded i the
Tiriklh Maajem, that the building of Balkh took
place alter this event. Some historizns ay, that
spintiing -and weaving wool, meking it into gar-
r
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wents. and the art of weaving carpets, were all in-
vented during his reign= also, that lie learned the
science of sewing from the Prophet Idris, 1t must
not however be concealed, that this tradition differs
from the accormts, relative to him, trausmitted to
us by other writers. Some authors mention that
sadilles, bridles, and horsemanship, were first intro-
duced by the sagacious mmnd of Kaigmars. When
nearly a thousund years of his life had passed, during
forty of which the human mee were subject to his
sway, being thoroughly convinced of the great saga-
city and lravery of Houshung, he adorned his for-
tunate brows with the imperial diadem, and went
mto voluntary seclusion and retivement until the
destined hour of Fate armved.

THE HISTORY OF HOUSHUNG..

Tie most celebrated historians reckon this prince
the grandson of Kaidmsrs ; but others maintain that
lie is the smme as Mahaleel, and that Canaan is the
same a8 his Mustrious father Kaiomars: there are
also ofher aceounts respecting his family, the details
of which would Le devoid of advantage: however,
notwithstanding the great difference respecting his
genealogy, the compilers of ancient records agree,
thit, on the death of Kaiomars, he succeeded, by
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right of inheritance. to the august throne; where
his exertions for the establishment of justice and
equity were such as no human being can ever sur-
pass: and as no préceding monarch had displayed
such great sttention to the humbler classes of
society, he was therefore styled Péshdad, or “the
first distributor of justice.” Houshung is the author
of a book of moral philasopliy, entitled, the * Eternal
Wisdom,™ o part of which was trauslated, from
Syriae into Arabie, by Hasan, brother to Fazel, son
of Sahal, who was long time Vizir to Maamin-ar-
Rashid, Afterwards, Abn Ali Maskiyeh, one of
the most distinguished doctors of Islamism, quoted
Hasan's Translation, in lis “ Polite Sciences of the
Persians and Arabs:” the perusal of this work
clearly proves the copious knowledge, perfect elo-
quence, powerfil gemius, and clear sagacity of
Houshung. The Persians also assert that he was
~an Apostle. At the time of our writing this history
of the Kings of Ajem, the Tirikh Masjem lay before
us; from which book our amber-scented pen will
transfer to the following pages some aceount of the
condition, sayings, and actions of Houshung ad
other soversigns of Persia; retrenching only some
expressions, and making a trifling alteration
‘some metaphors.
* Houshong, the wise and virtuous monarch of the earth,
* The world-sablulng lard, victorions io. combn,

r2
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“ O ascemiing the thime of Kslomars by nght of inhenmnee,
« lirocsed bis sttention o (he bstisates of liis gncestore;
w And firnly established every good regmlation and mpyim.
i He enlorred it eplers of Juetice, Depeficenes, and equity
o Buphdied the worilles fur from his door:
- And, by his squity, civilized the wordd.”

According to the most-received opinion, Hou-
shung, the son of Siamuk, the son of Kajomars,
was @ prince august in dignity, and ever seeking
after wisdom; in political concerns a perfect model;
smd in the regulation of all matters, whether fo-
veign or domestic, an authority to be implicitly
relied on i —

“ Mis eourt wae the sanetuury for the petitions of mankind ;
s s umfesty was the sure refuge of fhe righteous.”

In the days of his happy reign, and during his
sway, the human race passed away from the gloom
of tyranmy and injustice, to the formtain-head of the
living waters of justice and equity = all classes of
his subjects reposed in the gardens of content and
quiet; in the bowers of undisturbed seeurity 5 Pro-
sperity drew the bloom of happiness from the
vicinity of his imperial pavilion; and Victory bor-
rowed brillianey of complexion from the violet
surface of his well-tempered sword.  So great were
his exertions to enforce the maxims of equity and
establish the rules of beneficence, that the tran-
scendent lights of their proofs and demonstrations
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are reflected with splendor over the features of
Time and the area of Fortune : so strenuous were
his labours to strengthen the pillars of the orthodox
faith, that the senses of the Universe and the com-
plexion of Fortune derived from the eontemplation
of his virtues the fragrance and vivid tints of the
rose,  Some of the chicftains of Fars, and the rela-
tives of the royal family, at the sume tme that
they style him a King, acknowledge that the results
of his deeds, and the deductions from hiz words,
furnish & convincing proof and sure evidence of his
Prophetic mission : the truth is, that il even the
onc-hundreth part of his admirable qualities and
exemplury virtues were redhced to writing, the
bright surface of the paper could not contain the
dusky characters of their record.

He one day summoned to a private audience,
Tehmuras, the heirapparent, and enriched his ears
with rare pearls of the following discourse:—

“ The decrees and ordinances of kings are like the
* descending arvows of Ommipotence, which issue
* from the expanse of heaven to the centre of the
* garth, and, from the grasp of divine will, reach
“'this mortal abode with such resistless force, that
“no shield of piety or strength can possibly retard
“or avert their might : therefore the god-like so-
“ vereigns of kingdoms, who rule over the military
“ and the cultivitors of the soil, e bound, by every
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" compact and motive, to stamp with their royal
*“‘authority mo ordinance respecting public affairs
* without evident necessity and manifest proofs :
" neither should a king ever issne forth an order
“without ample deliberation, clear evidence, and
" deep reflection; for the most eloquent of sages
“ has saul—

* I in equally opposed to reason and the Divine Law

* For u princs to issue forth u decree without mople proof':

* A his ordinnnees, like the decress of Fate,
= Deprive one of life, and bistow it on another.

* Another indispensable rule is: Let the save-
*“ reign wrap himself up in the robe of separation
“ and aversion from any complisnce or society with
“ the selfish: who, from the influence of this ab-
* surd viee, whilst they make a display of following
* the dictates of sincerity and attachment, at last,
" through the way of insinuation, produce  certain
“ conviction : they string the pearls of merit on the
“ lines of wickedness, and, disguising all virtuous
“and generous deeds, exhibit them to the royal
* presence under the most repulsive forms and the
“ foulest dress.

i Lacernte nnt vwwlmtarily your own bosem;

* By permitting the envions to approach your presence :

™ They are entirely composed of flattery, frand, and deveption ;
* Egternolly they seem o friends, bot internally sre your foes,

“ Another maxim is this: The sovereign pu-
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“ nishes and represses the wicked and turbulent :
*expels the oppressors and plunderers from their
“ ambushes and the public routes; and regards these
““ measures as essentinl for ensuring due regularity
“ in affairs of State, and productive of good order
* throughout the kingdom.

* Until you lnbour in the cuuse of justice, you eaumot expect

* That pawer of dominion ean afford yon bappines:

*Go! keep the-ronds free from lawless plunderers,

" W you traly devire your realnw o be prosperous.

“ The next maxim is; That he always prevents
“the treachery and devices of his enemy from
“ aceess to himsell; nor does he ever regard with
“ careless security the machinations inseparable
“ from a fraudulent mind: he places no reliance
** on their pretensions to sincere friendship—a qua-
“ lity as difficult to be met with as the Phanix,
** and as impossible to discover as the Philosopher's
“* stone :—

* Never count yourself secure from sn enemy und his fraud :
* Beware lest you mddenly become bis prey.

* "This is the tradition and heques of Housange,
* That the wheedlling foe never becomes s frimd.

b

“ The next maxim is, To restrain the tongue
“from a practice attended with punishment, and
“ bringing with it calamity; namely, Making an
“ unfavourable report of men remarksble for picty
*“und virtue :=—
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= With respoct to slmdering the pure of life,

M yon e Jast, biwire of impuiting evil mokives

" You wish not the prying slenderer 1o speakd ill of yourself,

" Therefors, if possible, avoid speaking 11 of uters

“ The next rule is = It is the sovereign’s boumden

** duty to shun the practice of prevarication, trea-
*“ chery, or breach of promise :—

™ There are thres evil propensities in the natire' of map,

* To which human-uature is wo prone : -

= ﬂm‘m bresechy of promise, thun which, in all exstence,

“ There = not o more reprehensible quality :

* The second = deceit: the third is jresunication,

™ Which equally embimgers religion und sdence.

* I you possess maguanimity, prubimce, and wisdor,

* Shan these vices with the most uuxious care

" The next precept is: The king does not, from
“ the slight suspicions which present themselves,
“ precipitate the innocent into calamity, nor expose

precipt ¥ Xp
“ them to danger, and so hring on limself the venge-
* ance of the Almighty:—

" Huflict not pustishment on o tiviul sumpiciog,

* Lest it efterwanls bring hiter repentunie «

* When doubt hus been dimipated by certainty,

“ Yon will then fecl regret, and repentmnce be of no avail

** The next precept is: He alwiiys keeps to the
* path of moderation, in the pructice of liberality
*and the employment of wealth; and avoids, with
“scrupulous attention, excess and nedligence,
“which i & wanner resemble prodigality and

“ avarice :—
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* Practise nob profodion o such wn wyies,

“ That the sun of your existence be exclunged for Sohi :

“ Neither b s extremely sivict in fragudity

* As o withdraw the hand froni the slkdn of Liberality,

STt s best to avoud the two evil extremes,

1o socerdunce with e views of the generom and o
io sonl

* Therefore muke choice of moderation in ull things;

* As this- maxtm demionstrates, * the madiung 55 less.*

“ The next precept is: He must not be indif-
*ferent to the omaments of praiseworthy talents
" and virtuous qualities ; nor suffer himself to be
“ deceived by the glitter of external accomplish-
“ ments, devoid of the internal splendor of virtue -
** as; agreeably to this proverb, * A man is to be
“ “estimated by what proceeds from the tongue,
““* and not by the turban on his head :'—

* Do uot proudly elevate your head tirsiigh the dharms of
yumr yoice,

* Fur reeds and silken cords are also endowed with spesch.

= Avach not =0 much diguity and excellooce 10 your sight,

* Fur the sparrow eaty diseernul uﬂ'ﬁmnfmlmr pammsangs
* Bonat not s loudly of your powess of hearing,

*“ For the have iz semable of somnd af ten Jengues” distance.

* O, weak man! speak notso much of your perception ol smell.
" For o mouse cun smell at 4 bove-shot distenee,

“The next precept is: He never regards any
“ created being with feelings of contempt; for
* " umder every hide a friend may abide; and under
“* a patehied doublet, a gallant soul:—
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* Ewery person s bportant s himmsell ;—in 1his manner,
* That every partiele you tuke into comsidemtion is g total
I ils f=senor.
“* The next maxim is: A good king adorns him-

“ self with the qualities of justice and equity ;
“ neither does he at any time, for the sake of
“metals trampled under foot or polluted by the
“ tonch of the volgar, alienate from himself the
" affections of his Ministers and Nobles by unbe-
*“ coming exactions, nor expel them from his door
*“ through intolerable grievances; neither does he
** vexatiously harass the cnltivators about triffing
“imposts :—

* The King who robs the culthvatar of his substance

* Undermines his own palsce, s that the roof fulls in.

* Khakani, the prince of poets, says thus:

* 'Wherever Understanding spreails her shade, thither bear yomur
groods and chattels,

** For her usylum exceeds in boanty the empyrenn dome.

* Wherever Intellect pitches ber teat, there fix your throne ;

* For that teat vxcezds in beauty the revolving skies

" Have you not remarked the deerves of ings, us recorded in
sy,

“That their deeds wre more beautifal than the visions of
fancy 2

* Have you not heard, in EIOTY, of virtuons rulers,

" The recital of whose deeds surposses the beauty of the re.
wolving stirs ?

* Thenext precept is: The sovereign extends the
“ skirt of pardon and the robe of clemency over
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* those who have erred, according to this text: * If
“ * there had been no sin, surely my mercy could
“ * pot have been known:' and also acts according
“to this injunction; * When thou hast prevailed
“* over thy foe, pardon him, in gratitude, for the
¥ ¢ power obtained over him:' "—

* When you have suddenly obtained the superiority over your foe,

* Bind him with the chains of forgiveness, that he may become

your sln\':h

* The transgressr is slain through his gwn evil iisiels s

* But when he meets the odour of purdon, be is restored o life.

** As soon us the ides of pardon becomen personified,

** It shines with the Instre of the Sun and Jupiter.”
* It is'said in the traditions, that if any one clearly
“ perceive in another the characters of error, and
“ should obliterate them with the pen of forgiveness,
““ without the smallest doubt that person is of the
“ number of those of whom it shall be proclaimed in
“ the Day of Judgment, * Whosoever has any claim
* “upon God, let him arise—and none will arise,
* * save those who have pardoned ;' and that he has
“ also adorned his enlightened mind with the gems
“ of this quality, * If men but knew the delight we
“ ¢ find in forgiveness, they would certainly approach
“ ¢ us, loaded with sin *—

* If the trunagressor knew the subtle truth, that every moment

¥ Wo taste the greatest delight by beaowing pardon on the

—

" He would ever after give way to error,
“ And evermors approach ux with petitious for forgiveness
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As the reply of Arkam, the son of Kalib, to Muun
Zadeh®, is conformable to the tenor of these pre-
cepts, it merits to be recorded on this oecasion. 1t
is related, that Muan Zadeh once put to death ten
persons of the tribe of Arkam;: and that while his
wrath was highest, Arkam came to his dwelling and
requested an audience : on receiving permission to
enter, he joined the assembly, confidently expecting
to be received with respect and attention. Muan
however said, “ What motive could imduce thee to
“ come into my presence? Wast thou not alarmed
« at my vengeance ?" Arkam replied, © Neither the
“ want of wealth, nor the mclemency of the sea-
* gom, has brought me hither; but my exalted soul
* permits me not to submit to any person but your-
« self, nor to prefer a request to any but you : great
“ as my transgression has been, still the clemency
“ of your disposition far exceeds it:"—

(") Midn or Mdan, the son of Zaidah.  He was Chief Captain
to the lnst of the Ommiade Khilifs. After this prince’s defeat, the
Alssside Ehilifs prrsceuted sll his adberents  Mian wos there-
fore obliged to conceal himsell a long time in Bogdad.  Endes-
youring to esenpe from the city, he wad met by o soldier, who
scized Bis enmil’s bridle.  Miun endeavoursd to bribe the soldier
by a jewel of great valoe; but the soldier guve it back, saying,
* My puy is twe crowns o month; this s worth o thousand 1
*make you s presot oF it T am opot o robber”  Sane e
after, Mian rendered great servics to the Abasside Khilif, when
his persomal sufety wis endangered ; was taken into favour, awld
rose in grent distinction; but conld never dissover his dismter-
ested benefictor.—D'Hennevor,
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“ 1t iz mot diffienlt for the powerful to practise liberality -

* Hut he who has power, and pardons not, is highly criminal.

% I[ the transrression of repentans inferiors be great,

% The grant of perdon by the powerful s infinitely greater,”

On concluding these maxims and counsels (which
are recorded more at large in important treatises
and the Térikh Masjem) Houshung added:  The
* quality which obtains pre-eminent rank mnong
“ the semaxims, is encrgy : and exalted energy con-
« gists in thig, that in order to acquire perfection of
“ soul we are to apply unceasingly the capital of
“ our might, and the stock of self-devotion: for
“ glthough nature be averse to it, and life too short
“ for its attainment, yet if the hand of successful
« hope should reach the skirt of triumph, the result
“js pregnant with happiness in both worlds; and
# and even should the proposed object retire behind
e the curtain of impossibility, yet every reflecting
¢ person will excuse the failure; asis illustrated by
“ this proverb:—

& When Fortune declares not for thee, thy exertion is in wain,”

Houshung having thus expressed himself, Teh-
muras replied: * Your royal precepts and affec-
 tionate counsels, which embellish the-robes of
% fume and exalt the standard of joy and dominion ;
¢ which form the pupil of the eye of vigilance, and
“ the delight of the breast of prosperity ; the sure
“ means of acquiring every object of hope, and the
“ modes of confirming power and happiness; have
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 made the deepest impression on my soul; so that
“ in the alternations of morn or eve, and the vicissi-
* tudes of dawn or afternoon, the images of these
" designs are indelibly engraved on the tablet of re-
“ flection and mind; and, as the poet has well ex-

“ pressed—

“ The remembrance of the duye pust in your society canmnt
s awny

* From my heart, in the revolutions of the heavens or the lapse
of nges :

* The pen of Affoction has truced the chararters s indelibly,

* That if, for example, the soul shoull quit the body, these
-eamot depart”

Tehmuras afterwards expressed himself in the
purport of the following verses:—

* I'1 corefully conform my conduct to these precepts,

* T shull be admired both in heaven and earth -

“ But should T avert my head from the king's counsels,

“ Destruction will overtuke me in both worlds.

* On me the sovereign of unspicions aspect has bestowed

* Treasures of gold ond silver, with crown and royul zone;

“ Hi has besides rendered me llustrions by his sagre wdyiee,

* A has slso enricheld me with the parest morml ].rﬂ‘l'.‘t‘-]lh:

“To me have been entrasted his most secret thonghis,

* Aud on me he hes conferred distinetion heyond all others,

* ¥ am now a sovereign, possessed of kingdoms, tressures; nnd
hgsis;

“ My puvilion is raised fur above the sun and moon ;

“ 1, who was ouece a deop of water, om now become an ocean ;

* The feeble sparrow is now become o Phicnix:

* From fhe king’s bounty T have dirived the some cesults

* As the thirsty crops from the timely rains of spring.

" What geace and mercy from the ansurisher of all !
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* What goodoiss anil beneficence in the almighty creator!

“ That the king haes so thrown his shadow over me,

* That my clevation sours beyond the lofty spheres.”

When Telmuraa bad elosed the cornelian casket of the lips,

Houshowsr, of ilostrious mee, this replied :

» O memurind of thy sire aud grandsire,

“ [Henceforth § devote myeelf o my own comeerns,

# And betake me in seclusion to the recesses of my cave

* Into thy hande I commit the empire of the world :

“Thou knowest best, whether thou urt sincerd or fulse!”

He thus spoke, and instantly turned away,

Ta the place where Kaiomars had taken his abode.

He fixed his dwelling in the gloomy cave,

And followed the example of his siee snd gramlsive :

He was continoally emgaged, like the deyoted recluae (Abdal)';

His nights und days were spent in fosting and proyer

Sometimes reciting proyers, and channting the praises of the
Alsmighty 5

At other times, immersed in silence und holy meditation.

Until Fate recited to him the Jesson of absorption in God,

He remained slone, und moattended, in that cave.

1 have heasd, that when the destined honr drew nigh,

And the world looked gloomy throngh the prospect of death,

He mised his voice, and hempaned in salness,

Whilst tears streamed down like the showers of spring :—

= Ok sole comfors of my solitary hours,

& I what terms can T now express myself |

“ Thy nunwe is healing to the beokes-hearted !

(*) Abddl 35, in general, upplied wo any wnchorite or secluded de-
votee : but, sccording to the Sooffees, there are in this world never
less tlisn three hundred and fifiysix pows persons who are slways
employed in aiding others and saving souls. Three bmmndred of
thié number are Abtil (erroncous); forty, Abdil (pivus mm);
seven Asifh (runuing watens); five Aatid (props); three Kuth
{poles} : and one Kotb-ul-Actil, (or pole of pole),
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» Thy eup affords wie to the. livers preechiend with thirst 1

w At this moment, when the soul is on the margin of the fipm,
“ When the eafieebled body burns with feserish glow,

“ When terror blanches the cheek and wastes the frame,

% When grief parchies the lip and moisens the eye,

» When the spirit prepares to desest the body

« And the ird of Tife has begun her flight from this frame,

“ When the tongue is bound up from the intercourse of wonls,
= My heart i rent with the loment uf departing life.

“ As mercy and goodiess are Thy uttributes,

* And n= Thy grace is all-sufficient,

# Pour some moisture on the clay of these parched lips,

“ Apply some bealing to this wounded heart !—

i In this wilderness, on mr-dlzﬂi.l:lﬂljmuurg,

# | mm without & companion and the mesns of travelling ;

» Vouehsafe thy mercy to thy indigent end mmble suitor,

* Who has strayed from the path, wnd roums without o guide!
“ When T um hid in the dark aud solitary tomb,

“ My body in the deep trenth, my head in the arched grave

“ Open to my gase the entrance into Paradise !

* Let my winding-sheet be o velestinl Tobe ;

* And let my ushes send forth the perfume of ambergris!

o Trrotect me froms Munkir and Nakir, the Aveaging Angels!
w and when this borrowed form is oo more,

* Let my heart be re-amimnted in another frame !

« Ty this diseolution, bestow wpon me o new existenee,

» Ag that sunibilstion i better for me than my present state !”

Some of the ancient chronicles say, that Houshung
was constantly engaged in religious exercises in a
cave: and that the demons, having watched an
opportunity, while he was in the act of devout pro-
stration, overwhelmed him with stones, so that he
never resumed any other posture of adoration,
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Tehmuras, in robes of mourning, with tears and
groans, continued in earnest supplication to the
Almighty to grant him the knowledge of Houshung’s
mitrderers; until one night the perpetrators of the
secret erime were maide known to him in a vision.
Immediately on awaking, he hastened with a consi-
derable force to attack the demons, the greatest
part of whom were destroyed by his avenging sword.
He afterwards-built a city in the plaee where Hou-
shung was found murdered; which city was first
called Talkh (Bitter), which in process of time was
changed into Balkh.

Houshung was also styled Irin; to whom many
writers refer the building of that city, whilst others
assign it to Iraj, the son of Feridoon. Houshung is
said to be the first who ever extracted iron from the
ore, and worked it into arms: to him is also attri-
buted the formation of garments from the skins of
sables and foxes: also the art of training greyhounds
for the chase, and dogs for guarding the focks. He
also establighed a number of officers in his court
for the execution of all affairs; and was the first
who extracted jewels and the precious metals from
the mine, He is also said to have first ordered the
folling of trees, for the purpose of forming doors and
planks; and to have issued orders to mankind for
the destruction of the beasts of prey, Many wnters
attribute to this prince the Canal of the Tigris, with

a
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the erection of SGs, Kufeh, and Babel. The Kz
Beiziwi relates, that some writers ascribe the
erection of Babel to Zahak ; while others maintain
that it was founded by Kaiomars, 88 before men-
tioned. Houshung veigned forty years, and ldris
(on whom be the peace of Gnd‘] was contemporary
with him.

The following are some of hn. sayings s—

* Be not elute with pride for having access to a king
“ whose confidants and relations are your enemies,”

* Intoxication is altogether unbecoming in a prines, as
* he is the gunrding of his realm ; and it would be shamo-
“ ful, indeed, if the guardian himself stood in need of a
* protector,”

* Never reckon on the society or friendahip of that
* person who cannot overlook a transgression nor aceept
“ an excuse.”

“ True wealth consists in 4 contented mind : safety, in
* seclosion from the world s freedom of soul, in forsaking
* yiolent prssions : the sincerity of friendship, in rooting
“ oot avarice and harshness”

" There mve four enlamitios in the world :—poverty in
“old age; sickness n a foreign land § borrowing in the
* season of need ; and being destitute of & companion in
** the day of travel,”

* A prudent man never asks for what he eannot obtain,”

* There are eight things which are the result of ex-
 treme flly :—anger, without & canse; liberality, without
* diserimination ; exposing one’s self to trouble through
Y p ovain pursuit; waost of prudence in diseriminating
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* between friend and foe ; communicating a secret 1o the
“ unwaorthy ¢ entertsining a good opinion of the worth-
* loss ; speaking much, to po profit; and placing relinnce
“ on those who bave never been tried.”

** The king who speaks in the language of levity losps
“ his dignity : the utterer of falsehood beconies contempti-
* hle; and no one relies on his word ™

“ A king must carefully observe three points—haste in
“ doing good, slowness in punishing, ol patience i all
“ unexpected ocearrences.”

* There are five things, u small portion of which be-
* comes too intolerable—enmity, pain, grief, reproach, and
* the humiliation of bondage.”

* We may discover the excellenvies of love and friend-
“ ship when separsted from them.” |

*The extent of a man's nnderstanding is perceived in
* the season of wrath”

“ Mildness is a host, which bids defiance to the petu-
* lant,"

“ Wealth consists in contentedness ; mendicity, in seek-
“ ing after superfluities,”

* The contented man, although lumgry and naked, is
“rich; but he that ever seeks after more, although
* master of the world, is o mendicant.”

This wise and powerful monarch presents, among
his sayings, the same sentiment in this concise
form :—

* If you confer the world on a beggar, be still remains
“one,”

LTl
-]
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THE HISTORY OF TEHMURAS,
THE EXNLAVER (7 DEMONS.

His title was Niyiwend, or “Armed at all points.’
He is reckoned by some writers the son of Hon-
shung, whilst others maintain that he was one of
his relatives :—
" As s00u ns Houshung retived to his solitary cell,
* The ball of soversign power was impelled by his successor,
* Earth-possessing Tehmuras, the Enslaver of Demons,
“ Alike exalted by gemius and the high influence of bis star.
* Beaming with the glories of the suxn, and the splendor of the
mocin,
* He adorued the world with bis crown and throne,
" He despatched unduunted envoys on every side,
* And snnounced to the world the tidings of justice und equity.
** The officers of revenue were commanded, thut during three
yinrs
* They should not diminish e cultivator’s stock.

As Tehmuras had completely subdued the Demans,
he was therefore called Divband, or the Deémon-
binder. This prince, by the unanimous yoice of
the chief historians, is allowed to have been con-
summate in understanding, equally zealous and
celebrated for his impartial distribution of justice :
in the ardour of generosity, like the billowy ocean,
80 that in the abundance of liberality he took no
account of the possibility of deficiency : in might,
he resembled the resistless, mountain-subverting
flood, which neither steep nor depth ean retard : in
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the season of beneficence and bounty, like the rains
of spring, showering down benefits of every deserip-
tion: in the day of battle and strife, like the furious
lion, all overpowering force :—

* Over whatever place the simnom of thy fury pusses,

* Camphor itself hecomes like the infernal hisae

* Over whatsver part of the eurth the gules of thy beneficence

‘ll“wt
“ "The sleepers of the tomb rise up like the budding herbage.*

In his time oceurred the year of fasting, the origin
of which name is as follows : at this period arose so
great a famine, that the kidneys of the people melted
like water, until they once more drew their support
from the stores of providence: the helpless multi-
tudes continued day and night to look up to heaven:
in the day-time they regarded the solar orb; at night
they contemplated the lunar disk :—

“ Their only food was 1o view the two round disks of heaven :
“ The =un by day, the lucid moon by night”

In order to allay the fire of this calamity, and
abate the flames of hunger then so universally
diffused, this equitable monareh took counsel with
his intelligent advisers: after which he decreed, that
persons of substance and property should be con-
tent with their evening repast, and distribute that
of the morning to the necessitous. The most
pleasing of poets, the Sheikh Saadi (whose tomb
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may God sanetify!) says as follows :—

™ The arthodox fast, in due form, is observed by the person

* Who gives his food and repnsts to the needy :

* Otherwise, what occusion to trouble thyself about Fasting,

“ By withbolding from thyself at one time what thou estest w

another # "

It is however evident, that the Sheikh’s discourse
applies to voluntary abstinence. Tehmuras is said
to have possessed a Vizir eminent for the excellency
of his disposition, famed for rectitude of conduct and
piety, who displayed to the king’s sight exalted
energy, the diffusion of justice, universal clemency,
and sympathy :—

" When the benevolent Minister is united in hesrt with the king,

" The most intricnte mutbers nre srranged, and justice diffused :

" Through the exeellent loyalty of the fuithful Vizir

* The kingdom is safe, and the soversign famed fise Justice™

When, by the favor of Heaven, and the prudent
conduct of the Vizir, enlightened in soul, the throne
of universal dominion was adomed by the presence
of the king's exalted nature, and the sceptre of roy-
alty was embellished by his auspicious fortune, he
vaised the banmer of justice from the wide expanse
of earth to the vaulted domes of heaven, and in-
scribed with the flaming sidercal pen the oracles of
mimificence and liberality, in vivid colours, on the
faces of the planets and fixed stars: consequently,
the fame of his bounty and virtues ontstripped in
speed the earth-traversing western breeze, and bore
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away the ball of rapid velocity from the world-per.
vading courier of the northern gale; so that every
day his authority and sway hecsme more deeply
seated in the hearts of mankind, and his dominion
more widely extended :—

”Fnihmlruledwhkﬁ'inuuﬂlrmimuf[nnmr;

* Destiny surrendered to his prodence unbounded away:

“The world svorted not its face from obedienes 1o litm,

* Nor did the heavens turn awiy fom scconfanee to his wishes.

* During his reizn. the diadem shone with perfict lustre :

* His impartisl justice ennobled the ryal erown.™
However, when Houshung withdrew from all inter-
ference in the concerns of the monarchy, and en-
braced the solitary life of a recluse in his retived call,
some difference of opinion having arisen between
the Ministers of the kingdom and the great men of
the army, a breach was thereby effected in the solid
rampart of the empire: a number of rebels and
traitors, perversely adopting the path of rebellion
and contempt of authority, withdrew the head from
the ranks of obedience and the neck from the yoke
of allegiance, and exerted themselves to efface the
Just claims of their beneficent lord ; being altoge-
ther regardless of this saving, “ Ingratitude is more
“ criminal than infidelity; s the former is double,
““ the latter singlet.—

£9) JLAS “ Ingratitude i in tho dus} form S Infldekity”
is in the singuler.
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* Be not ungruteful for o benefit conferred : ae the ungratefyl
. man,

= ¥f you consider attentively, is doubly un infidel :

* How severe this sentence, that in the Day of Judgment

* The ungrateful ean entertsin o hipe of pardon !

To all those chiefs, who in the various regions had
ohtained precedency of rank and authority, and who
had adopted sentiments of hypocrisy as the rule of
their conduct, they despatched letters, founded on
mutual promises of support, and guaranteeing a
general unanimity in operations. They also an-
nounced, that the Vizir, the centre of dominion and
the prop of the State, had several times requested
permission to resign, through the burden of years
and the decay incident to age, but that thig offer
had not been accepted : however, in a short time,
the necessary event, which no bribe can avert, must
came to his door; and the sentence, which cannot
be warded off by gold or silver, threats or prayers,
will descend on him. Granting that he may live a
few days longer, the hour fast approaches when he
must necessanly withdraw, either to-day or to-mor-
row, from all interference in public matters: through
the inroads of grey hairs and the decrepitude of ol
age, death must soon take precedence of life, and
annihilation supersede existence, The prince, also,
is but & child in years, dazzled by wealth and splen-
dor, intoxicated with his treasures and armies, and
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delighted with the ensigns of royalty. The decora-
tors of passion and desire have exhibited to his sight,
with all their fascinating splendor, the forms of
hopes and anticipation, and the pride of pomp and
youth; whilst the evil demons of men snd Genii have
rendered sensual enjoyment and bodily pleasures ac-
ceptable to hismind; the revel of night is protracted
to the morn, and the moming potations are con-
tinued to the-nightly feast:—

* From night 61l moruing, with rosy-cheeked Beanties,

* Seated on the bunk of murmuring rivalets,

* Quaffng wine in joy and prlndness,

* The very Devatees cast away the ssered mangle.

“ Inapired by the fast-streaming tewrs of the goblet,

** The fascinnting damsels clap thelr hands in tranepart ;

* The festive banguet is spread on overy side;

*The tambour aod the swpet-voioed lyre favite to joy -

“ The wine in the goblot imparts delight 10 the hears,

“Andhgh:mﬂaﬂimmkmtbnni@htuppu:ndq:

"'Ihfnlry—fhmddﬁmi,whamkumdmnghtnfit,

* Can 'with her fscinntion eclipse a thonsand Faires

" The wine becume so deeply insbibed into the head,

** That it begins to dance within the very brain
No sooner does he eease from feasting, than he be-
tukes himself to scour the desert in the chace: from &
natural propensity to evil and violence, he pitches
his tents, by day, in the haunts of wild beasts, to
chase the lion, the onager, the goat, deer, and elk;—
his nights, amidst the dens of lions :—
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“ Phe king s over moch wddicted to two pursnits,

= Althouzh we keep a watchiul eye on his eondut:

* He either, in the baoquet, quaffs to excess the rby-colaored

wine,

» Oy entirély devotss hinmelf to the pleasures of the dhace.™
It is palpably evident to every understanding, that
when the guardians of realms and the leaders of ar-
mies waste the stock of their youthful energy in the
chace or in revelling, they can neither employ the
requisite degree of attention in reguliting the con-
cerns of mankind, nor by any means execute their
bounden duty of providing for the regular support of
their dependunts, or confer on the military and cour-
tiers the necessary proofs of munificence:—

4 When o prinee’devotes Imsell o the chace and indolont repose,

* Certain ruin awnits his fomily pod connesione

* Dominion eomsists in encountering futimne and trouble,

“ And ot m swallowisg goblets of wine”

Having committed to writing innumerable calum-
nies and reproaches of this nature, and thereby ex-
cited in the king's enemies the desire of conquering
the kingdom, the despatehes were entrusted to cou-
riers swift as the winds, who, in the moment of ex-
pedition, could ascend on high, swifter than flame

L4

or descend more rapidly than falling waters. They
sent to the foe,

* Comricrs, urging on their rapid course,
* Treavernng the esrth. like the revolving heavens.”
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Whereas, in the Court of Destiny, “ when God de-
““ grees any event, it is the same as accomplished,”
and as the Mighty Judge of fate had passed and rati-
fied this sentence, * Let the vile traitors be removed
“ from the regions of repose, and the shores of tran-
‘““ quillity to the dungeons of despair and woe ; Jet
““ their souls and realms be devoted to the gulphs
*“ ol ignominy and the abyss of humiliation;" there-
fore these ill-fated, worthless wretches, of hlasted
prospects, listened with approbation to such false
and absurd assertions, and, destitute of any firm
stay or prop, through the phantasms of delusion and
vanity, plunged headlong into the pit of wrath and
the eaverns of ruin, and made every preparation for
the ensuing conflict. As soon as Tehmuris was
informed of the frandulent devices of his rebellions
subjects, he consulted his Vizir, the faithful coun-
sellor of the State, and the guardian of the interests
of the people : on which the Vizir thus replied :—

“ As the king asks counsel from his slave,
“It i nocessary. (o pay due nitention o the aurwers
* Should 1t be smitable to the occasion, et fim act sccordingly ;
* (theewise, Lot bim matanily rejeet it”
Let not the king's noble mind be troubled ; as the
force of his enemies is like dry wormwood, or the
seasoned tamarind-tree : although the flame mount
on high, yet it is extinguished almost instantly :—
* As to the complaints of the wmemiss ol the sate,
“ Although his sppearnnce presents fold m fold,
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* He is liko o sparck which issties from the fire,

 Which mounts on high, and is then 8o more.”'
Notwithstanding this, the king must neither neg-
lect nor defer forming plans of the campaign, and
preparing the means of battle and resistance: for
the high-road of monarchy and prosperity can only
be kept unpolluted from the disgrace of sedition
and tumult by using the well-tempered sabre of
empire; and the egg of the orthodox faith is
guarded from infidels and rebels solely by the dread
of the merciless sword : weakness and confusion, in
all matters relative to authority, are quite opposed
to the rules of propriety, and are certainly attended
with turbulence and anarchy of every description:—

* The foundutions of the State are instuntly mined,

“ 0T the awornd be oot wiglded with shadlote sway.”

Pursuant to the counsels of his enlightened and

prudent Minister, Tehmuras directed all his atten-
tion to preparing the means for conducting and
maintaining the contest : he commanded treasures,
s0 immense as to exceed the calculation of the most
expert accountants, to be expended in providing
pay and stores for the soldiers. Some days having
been devoted, with all due exertions, to this object,
when every arrangement required by the emergency
had been completed, he set out to meet the enemy,
with an army countless as the sands of the desert,
and surpassing the extent of numbers; accompanied
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by three hundred elephants, demons in aspect,
monntains in bulk, which had been brought from
Hindustin in the beginning of his reign :

= Fuarions elephanis, towering to the skies,

“ Ruging like the seq, lofly as the monuteine.”

When both armies drew near each other, and it
had been announced also that the king had arrived
at his destined place, mighty terror and dismay
overpowered the inmost hearts of these vile rebels;
they began to feel repentance and remorse for their
conduct and measures; but they repented when it
was of no avail :—

* Traly thon hast repented, when repentance i profitless.”
After anxious deliberation, they despatched to the
king smooth-tongned ambassadors, who, by the
magic of their eloquence, could undo the knot of
unrelenting fierceness in the soul, and by their
subtle devices could allure the bird of compliance
from the atmosphere of abhorrence within reach of
the shaft: by means of these they now sought pro-
tection, in the bark of loyalty, from the deluge of
rebellion.

“ When it 15 10 langer possible to sssnil an enamy by foree,

“ Wi must open the porml of concilintion nod mildness

* How besutifully has this been expressed by the ¢loguens

sk

= Wha was thoronghly acquainted with every séience !

* Foree and violence never attnin their objeet;
“ By blundistanent, the sevpent comes oat of his hole”
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The ambassadors were presented at the foot of
the sugust throne; and although they set forth with
great zeal the advantages of concord and harmony,
and, reprobating the tendency to hostile measures,
exerted every means to appease the king, his reso-
lution however not being turned to peace, he thus
replied : * He that sows thorns cannot gather
* grapes: to sow the seed of injustice, and after-
“ wards to expect the harvest of sincerity ; to plant
“ the shoots of hostility, and look for the fruits of
* concord; belongs only to the ignorant or crazy:—

“ Dyt thou not know, that having-sown: colocymth,

* Thou canst por gather from it the sugar-cane ?
* From {he coufidence thon plocest in o Hile antidate,

* It would be wrote 0 endanger Bfe by veaturing ou poison.””
The king having uttered words to this purport, gave
the ambassadors leave to depart ; and they returned
hopeless and forlorn.  Tehmuras followed them
close, with countless hosts: and now, when the con-
flict of the armies drew nigh,

* On bath sides the leaders mursbulled the ranks in army;

“ They drew. out their forces over the whobe face of enrth.™
The lond blast of the trumpet, and the clangor of
the drum, mounted to the sphere of the Pleiades
and the dome of the ninth heaven: the champions
of the field, who in the day of contest would boldly
grapple with destiny itself, now directed against
cach other the engines of war and the ruthless



95

sword : the collision of the waves in the ocean of
strife presented to the intelligent soul the awful
spectacle of the Day of Judgment. A5 soon as the
Pisciform royal banners, ornamented with the signs
of Victory, rose in conspicuous glory above the
horizon of the field of battle, the intrepid warriors,
through the auspicious signals of decisive suceess;
were animated to triumph and victory, and, like
fowls feeding eagerly on grain, pounced with resist-
less talons on the multitudes of the enemy; numbers
of whom were confined in the chains of ignominions
captivity ; and a few only, like the stars, retiring
with precipitation from the flaming sabre of the
sun, saved themselves by flight :—
* When the mortine drws forth the ldebion of the sun,

" "The wiam hove oo resomroe leli but fight
*“ Whas power have the drops of min from the clouds, at the
BT

# When the oeean miises its woves fromearth 1o henven 2

On obtaining this signal victory, Tehmuras des-
patched messengers with the tidings to every part
of the world; and the sovereigns of every clime
and region divected their steps to the throne re-
sembling the heavens; and arranged themselves in
the train of loyalty and submission. As soon as
the comprehensive mind of "Tehmuras had rest from
his enemies, and when his auspicious nature had
enjoyed the ealm of repose during a few days on
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visiting the provinees of his empire, and declared
the motive for this enterprise to be the following :
“ That we may be enabled to dispense justice; and
“ learn. the condition of the oppressed, who are
* prevented by tyranny from coming into our pre-
* gence.” During the long period that Tehmuras,
at the head of an army more numerous than the
leaves of the trees or the drops of ram, traversed
the cultivated parts of the earth, not an individual
wis exposed to the endurance of molestation or
inury:
M The exrth whs not moistened with thie hlood of any,
4 Nor wom aoven s single emmet trodden under ol

After some time, when he had returned to the seat of
splendor, a grievous famine again occurred; but the
devouring flame of hunger was once more extin-
guished by the prudent method before described.
But when thirty years of his reign had passed, the
toil of the journey to the next world overpowered
him; the hand of the experienced physician was
unable to reach to the robe of his cure and restora-
tion to health = having witnessed in himsell the signs
of death and the proofs of debility, he was convinced
that the bird of soul was about to wing its flight from
the narrow cage of mortality to the pavilions of
Heaven: and said to himself, “ This is a time for
# penitence and contrition :—
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“ I possess no comforter in the entire worlid:

* Why should 1 noc then weep hitterly for myself®

* Althongh 1 possess a hundred fnmates in oy abode,

= Ax the monieny of denth T reguvd themy a1l ne strangem ™

The near approach of death having now become
certain, he called for Jemsheed, who was heir to
the throne: and having performed the solemn rite
of testamentary precepts, he then bade adien to this
transitory world, and tumed his face towards the
everlasting abode. Some historians relate, that,
during his reign, when any distingmshed person
passed away, he, in order to console his afflicted
mind, formed an image of the deceased ; and that, in
the lapse of time, men having forgotten the cause of
muking these imnges, regarded them as Intercessors,
and thus became addicted to idolworship. It is
recorded in some histories, that Tehmuras, during
his life, was never hostile to nations professiug 4 dif-
ferent faith; but that this orthodox monarch acted in
conformity to this great principle; * To you belongs
Your fuith: 1 adhere to mine.” To him is aseribed
the erection of Kahfindiz, Merv, A'mal, Teberistin,
Siriiyeh, and Isfahén, cities of Persia ;—that also of
the Seven Cities of Frak Arubf, now in ruins, with
many others besides. Tn some histories he is styled,
The son of Houshung, The monarch of every clime,
The devoted servant of the Great ind Glorious God,
who subjected ta him Eblis and all his hosts. He
i
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was admired in his own kingdom, as he was the
first who adopted wool and furs for garments: le
was the first who' conferred splendor on royalty by
trains of hovses, mules, and asses : he also employed
dogs to guard the flocks, and protect them from
beasts of prey : he besides wrote in Persian, In the
Tarikh Giaffar, Tehmuras is said to have slain one
thousand four hundred and eighty demons ;—to have
fived eight hundred years, of which he reigned three
hundred :—and that he wasburied inBalkh. Insome
books, the conquest of the demons, and the putting
them to death, are interpreted to mean victory over
all violent pussions and sensual propensities, and the
extirpation of vicious habits. “ None but God
knows the hidden truths” It is ane of his suyings,
o Be content with a little that is profitable ; for that
« Jittle is better for you than a great deal attended
s with injury.” He has also said, that a wise and
prudent king, at the moment of displeasure and the
ascendeney of wrath, should have recourse to what
he is able to repair in the sesson of clemency :—

* S firr pushy thine goger, that in the seson off clemency
“ Thon ennst be cevtanin of being uble fo re-cstublich tings o
before.”
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THE REIGN OF JEMSIIEED.

Ts word is compounded of a proper name, “ Jem,"
and of the epithet < Sheed,” which means “ giving
light ;" on which account he is called * The efiul-
gence of the sun.” Others assert that the sun's
rays ave called ** Sheed.”

Abfi Hanifah Dinawari, one of the most celebrated
Persian historians, says that Jemsheed was the son
of Arfaksad, the son of Saum, the son of Noah:
and also, that, by the people of Ajem, Arfaksad is
styled Irfin. Some ancient chroniclers relate, that
lie was brother to Tehmuras; while many regard
him #s his brother’s son: but the most generally
received opinion is, that he was his actual son.

* &y snon s Telmuras withdrew from the Engdom,
* Jemsheed wes uppointed to the erown und throne.

* Earth-possessing Jemshesd, of happy qualities,

“ By Yis presence rendered the earth like the Garden of Purailice,
= As soon 8z he obtained sovoreizn sway over the kingdons,

“ He closed ngainst the people the portals of tumuole

“ Prom the precepts of pure.minded Ploabung
* Ho desinted not even s huie's hreaddh,

“ In every aot and place which emgaged his thoughts
* His sight was ever fixed on thut prince's counsels.”
When this monarch was seated on the throme, he
laid in order the foundations of vigilance wnd majesty,
and strengthened the edifice of impartial justice.
He passed his Tife in extending compassion and jus-
"na
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tice to all the concerns of the m,l.lﬁvgium. and those
of hamlle wank 3 and the doors of revolution were
elosed before the face of the world. He was un-
rvalled and mmequalled, amongst mortals, in perfec-
tion of imderstanding, beauty of person, soundness
of experience, and purity of worals.  Persian writors
assert, that his sway extended over the seven chi-
mites, and that men and Genii were alike subject to
his power. Ile is said to have requested. of the
CGireat and Glorious God, that death, disease, and
the infirmities of age, might be removed from among
mankind ; and his prayver being granted, not an -
dividusl in his kingdom was seized by any of these
calumitios during the space of three hundred years.
He is also said to have commanded, that on the
day of the Angel Khordid, in the month Farwardin,
the people should break all the coffins.  Some cre-
dulons Persinns suppose him to be the same as
Suliman; but this opinion is dbsurd in every respect,
45 between the age of Jemsheed and that of Suliman
{on whom be salvation!) more than two thousand
years intervene, . Secondly ; Jemsheed apostatized
in the end of his reign; whereas the Almighty lim-
sell pxpressly declares; © Truly Sulimin committed
not infidelity.* TLastly; all writers agree that the
All-powerful Creator never permitted an enemy to
prevail over Sulimén; wheress Zahik completely
subdued Jemsheed. Now that Jemsheed, like a
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wircle, was circumscribed about the centre of the
lower world, and that his ordinances pervaded both
sea and land, he contemplated with an eye of
wonder the mysteries of Creation; and by the light
of the sun of discernment comprehiended their pro-
pertivs and influence.  He therefore concluded,
that the heavenly bodies and the terrene substances,
which have opposite natures, indispensably required
an All-wise Cregtor 3 and that this Creator is essen-
tially endued with power and will 5 and that what-
ever His supreme decree produces is attended with
utility and is the result of wisdom. Being impressed
with these thonghts, he despatehed trustworthy mes-
sengers and couriers to every region and district of
the earth, who were to hring back all the productions
of land and sea, which they could discover. The
different vegetable substances were planted in an ap-
pointed plaee, so that by means of the partieles of
earth and water, the temperature of the air, and the
san's power, the properties of their growth, nutriment
and productions, might be ascertaimed. When the
Painter of Fate, with the pencil of Destiny, had re-
maved the veil which concealed the fruits of the trees,
and withdrawn the eurtain’ which hid from view the
splendid beauties of the rose-garden, and the vegeta-
ble ereation had become impregnated by the infiu-
ence of the genial gales sent by gracious Providence,
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g0 that the essential qualities concealed in them
might be clearly discerned, Jemsheed carefully
examined each, with respect o its medicinal or nu-
tritious properties; and on discovering their nature,
separated the noxious from the good. Ile also
commantled that the minerals and metals, hitherto
concealed in mountaing or mines, should be brought
to light ; -and that the metal of iran, which unites in
itsell cold, aridity, sharpness, and hardness, should
be made into sabres, poniards, coits of mail, breast-
plates, helmets, and eaps: Tie lkewise ordered gold,
silver, Tubies, sapphires, and such like, to be used
as ornaments by women, and for the decoration of
princes. He first introduced the production of silk,
dyeing it of different colours, und weaving it into
costly garments, Aloe-wood, ambergris, and all
kinds of perfumes, were discovered by his zeal and
research.  He ulso built many eities; and so regu-
lated the government of every district and region,
that the principles of administration were brought
to perfection, and the world received both splendor
and order: riches and competency, want and indi-
gence, were distinguished : the rank and privileges
of the governors and governed, of rulers and subor-
dinates, were clearly defined.

According to tradition, this period also produced
the purple wine, a moderate portion of which, as is
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well known, mvigomtes the vital spivits, and adds
beauty to the humsn complexio, . The following
incident s suid fo have given rise to the discovery
of wine. As it wes found that grapes, the most de-
licious of fruits, on account of the changes of ﬂﬁr
atmosphere, anid the influence of cold during winter
and spring, were not then so agreeable to the palate,
Jemsheed therefore ordered their juice to be sepa-
rated from the kernels and husks, and put by into a
certain vessel : thus he daily visited, and assayed the
contents, hy the trial of taste, until the sensation of
hitterness was excited, and his nutore conceived wm
ayersion to it.  The king, on this, conceiving the
juice of the grape to be a deadly poison, ordered
the vessel to be put by, and the liead cavefully closed
up. It happened that in Jemsheed's palace there
wis 8 beautiful and lovely damsel, who was seized
with such violent pains in the head, that she longed
to die.  She thought to herself, “In order to be
* delivered from this calamity, it is my best plan to
“ drink some of the deadly poison kept by the lang’s
“ order in the jar: I can thus resign my soul to the .
“ Angel of Death, and deliver myself from the
“ ravages of disease:"—

" Luwese by thee whiecfur Beael, thut Lwill oot quit the tavern-door
* Until my menswre of wime (o) 3 Glled o the brim '™

Whien the damsel, in pursuance of her plan, had
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swallowed some of it, joy and cheerfulness ensued,
ancl her pains wygre diminished @ she then took some
more; after which, though shimber had been basish-
ed, even from her imagination, for many a night and
liay before. she fell inm.a sleep which lasted a whole
pight and day: on awaking, she found herself
restored to perfect health: which fact she related to
the king, who was transported with joy at the event,
and frequently had recourse to this beverage. He
then ordered the general use of wine; and admini-
stered it in most disorders, 1o the complete cure of
the patients, by whom it was called the royal medi-
cine,

= Wine & certuinly o sovomeign remedy,

“ If you puruke of it with moderation :

* Bu it iz attended with the same result= a= potson,

* Wyon commit exeess fu deaughts of pure wine”

It is related by some historians, thatJemsheed, in the
beginning of his reign, divected his steps from the
royal residence of Sejistan to Fars, where he laid
the foundation of structure which commenced at the
Plain of Khefrak, and tenminated in the middle of
Ramjurud, o district of Shirdz: so that its length
measured fwelve parssangs: the equal of this no
traveller or wandering yoyager, in any age, has ever
beheld in any region of the seven elimatess which is
evident to this day, from the proportions of the cir-
cular eolumms and the pillars of the mansions cele-
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brated by fame under the title of Chehal Minar, or
the Forty Mmarets. At the period ghen the sove-
reign of the stars removed his royal pavilion from
the tail of Pisces to the neck of Aries, Jemsheed is-
sued a décret, ordaining fhie Nobles and Ministers to
assemble at the foot of the royal throne; when he
himself; with every demonstration of joy and glad-
ness, seated on the Musnud of universal empire, ex-
panded the carpet of delight, and laid out the
conghes of festivity and pleasure: to this day he
gitve the name of Naurooz, and held out to the peo-
ple the promise of abundant grace and liberality,
with the diffusion of justice. Mandates requiring
implicit obedience were issued from the seat of grace
and munificence, that the military and eultivators
ol every class, having made their arangements in
perfect freedom frow wlarm, and having thrown
open the gutes of joy, shoulil use every haste and
exertion to participale in the general festivity and
exultation: gnd the people; who of themselves were
inelined to the dance without the excitement of
rusic, in consequence of this sanction, kept the han-
quet spread by night and day, saying to each otlier,

“ The purterre quaffi the gubler from the hand of the yose

 The morning gale arrenges the treses of the bytcintli ;

" The hanks of the rivmlet ore coveed with o muntis’ of green ;

=i pursantnin bis deckei] $be lotss with & zoue o valips

“Thin wged world b rocrived fresh gonth;

* T wrthy, fromr ies venture, sppesrs Tike: the henveus ¢
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" Thousnds of roses, like the youthful sudents®,

* Select their new tublets fiom the green folinge:

¢ '.':'!Ilu_p'_lninﬁm righiingale seoks constancy from the rose,

= Which rises from its craille Tke the oloquent Jesus®,

* Haise the thouts il exciamations of joy, like the futoaieatsd;
P Justies e Tilo from e reudy eemly Of pperrtunity |

* Come ! let ns togethie panme the delight of our soul !

 Por, ufter this, we kuow nor bow long we may be uble.

* Wheo the bark of vuz existence Gl into the whispoal,

** It gives aot tme to meallow o single draueht of wisner™

At this period, the ascetic sage, the ocean of Sci-
crice, the divine philesopher Fitigiras the Tonian,
was iy attendanes on Jemsheed : through the clear
perception of this'sape’s spirjtual nature, he could
read the future in the volume of the past and pre-
sent ; h}‘his.enligiltum_ﬂ reason and sagacity of con-
ception, he commected the result of the past day with
the events of the present; by his clear reflection
and’ enlightened mind, whatever should tosmorrow,
be dipicted on the tablet of the soul, he foretold to-
day. The science of Harmony, which is a part of
‘abstruse Mathematics, was discovered by bim ; and,
agrecably to the purport of this distich, composed by

() The tahilits or dubes weed in the Persion sshools huve one
side puinted green, e other rad © homice the sompatison of the red
huea of the'vose, with i green folinge with the mehioalhory’s tahilate.

(") Accordivg to Mabimmeidnn truditeme, Jem spoke before
Miis histh, to reprove Joweph fir his unjost soapicions abomg Mury:
und while 'yet in the omdle, b alio spoke to his mother, and =id,
“ 1 in Jenus, the Son of God, &c™  This latter iy from the Ajpo-
cryplinl Guspel —Sir ), and 19, Sate’s Koran, poge 53,
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the imlightened Ameer, (whose exaltéd virtues may
God perpetuate 1) he was, by the general consent of
Persians and Tartars, of high and low, acknowledged
to be completely skilled in all sciences, but particn-
larly in the noble science of Harmony :—
* Thut miepmplished mon wes the inventor and embollisher of
this seionee,
“ a-which be witsined such perfection, that o was impossibie 1o
exrpass o,
After the discovery of this delightful science, sweet-
voiced singers and musicians, accompanying the
rabal with tuncful voices, recited af the royal ban-
quet strains fit for kings to hear, with the melody of
David and the harmeny of Barbud, exciting in the
king's soul sensations of delight and tranquillity;
and he thus expressed himself':
“ Althongh it b ditightful to hebold the Hinid eye and beau-
wwons fies,
* The harironkouz tones of tha voike ot morn are fur niote sbest,
“AT from viewinz the beuntios of Joaph the seuses be gratitiol,
“ To invigorute the soul with Dasid’s holy stmits & far more
mweet,”
Some days after the Nourooz, when the season of
lestivities hud terminated, he directed his attention
to setting in order the finances, srranging the
olfices of the State, ensuring the maintennce of
authority in the provinees, the safety of the roads,
the aiding of his friends, and the humiliation of s
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foes. He also succeeded in remedying and remov-
g, by more judicious and pleasing measures, se-
veral disorders which had oceurred through the
inexperience and improper conduet of former Tulers,
He then divided the people into four elasses; and
enjoined that no individual should engngo in the
pursuits of any ¢lass excepting his own.  The first
consisted of wise and learned men ; the second of
the ‘military and the royal retinue: the third of
those who plough and sow the ground; the fourth
of tradesmen and artificers.  With respect to this
distribution, he said, as the four elements are the
cause of perpetuating the various species, so these
four classes are the means of civilising the warld.
In the first place, Jie gave this precept, in reference
to the learned: Bestow every exertion in exalting
and honouring the Learned, who are the rapidly-
moving cavuliers in the lists of Judicial deeision,
and the skillul dstronomers of the sphere of vrho-
doxy: fix in your ears the rings af obedience to
the dictates of this class, and givd your loins with
the zone of submission to this race whereas the
explanation of the fandamental doctrines mud their
ramificatious in faith and religion, the demonstry-
tion of what is lawful or unlawful, the perfection
of orthodexy and jurispridence, are all depen-
dent on their words, and cemented by their
decisions :—



109

“ Mhe Lanrned are tha el of e Prophes |
b pywdstare Meowdng feooe e poss bs the, reaid alie,
Pl wollyrium of the eyes af Holy Doctors
S Ip ns the dust amler the foek of the pnrphtﬁ' sttt

With respect to Seribes and Writers he thus ex-
pressed himsell :—The point of their dusky~coloured
pen is the nightingale of the garden of eloquence :
the tongue of their perfume-dropping reed is like
Philomela, seated on the boughs of perfection,
When they druw their amber-¢oloured net, from the
musk-seattering tresses of night, on the camphor-
coloured ¢heeks of morming, they embellish the
features of royalty and fortune with ornaments of
cternal duration; they bring from. the depths of
ocean the hidden pearls ; and from the mine, trea-
sures surpassing those of KirGn, As the monarcl’s
sword establishes the foundations of the kingdom,
5o the tongue of the scribe’s pen ransacts the con-
cerns of faith :—

* The dirpedged sword and pen nre wins;: the weizaing

sonnrch

* By reliancs on these tywo sapportess elevates his afek on lich.™

Be vigilant in exhibiting zealous and wnremitting
atfention to whatever cancerns the preservation of
their dignity and high station, the maintenance of
their exalted mnk and importance : gaard, on every
occasion, their authority, respeet, weight, and con-
silevntion : for Le assured thut the fnterests of
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true Believers, and the guidance of nations, are en-
tirely blended with, and centred in, the pen amd
sword.  If, at any time, through the suggestions of
the envious, or the report of tale-hearers, any thing
improper or criminal be proved agamst them, the
king should, according to the exigency of the ocea-
sion, order & fine to be levied, to such an amount,
that, through the correction inflicted on them, they
should no longer presume to act in that manner,
nor meditate any crimin design. 11 also behoves
thie king not to puy attention to the slanderers and
the envious: for he may be assured, that corrupt
views have urged on the envious to these réeprehien-
sible aets and vile calumnies; as their only object
is to attain the high offices filled by this class, and
that tmitors, Tnvested with the robes of probity and
good faith, might appropriate to themselves the
royal freasures.

With respect to the Military he thus expressed
bimself: — The tongue of their merefless sabre
is the commentator on the texts of vietory and
triwmph ;. their glittering, soul-subdding arrows are
the protecting guardians of Fortune's favoured
ri_hgmpiuns; they are the heroes of the field of
battle, who veply 1o all hestile demands by the
mediation of the lance and the pointed steel, and
bring the necks of the refractory into the halters of
treaty and allegance 1 —
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 IF they enise theedr urm towwnde the skie,

“ With thoir lntees they plunder the harvest of the Pletsiles ;
“ They s grusp i thelr Juod (Laf) the bveusiie swond ;
*'Mhat through torror they tury the ses ints fiam (baf)

‘With respect to the cultivators of the seil he thus
spoke :—All improvements in the realms of sove-
reigns are the fraits of the hushandmun’s toils:
whatever contributes to the sttainment of hope, and
the arrangements of sound policy—whatever per-
petaates the species, maintaing the props of society,
or ensures the means of nourishment to the hwoman
race—results solely from the exerlions of the hus--
bavdman: the mualtiplication of profits, the diffusion
of abtindince, inerease of revenue, angd the atinin-
ment of wealth, depend entirely on their lubours
and co-operations, They undergo fatigues which
thie deep-rooted mountains would be miable to bear:
and when the cold of winter ruges,—

I When every Treatly, like o foantaiy, flle the mouth with water.

“ AR the fish in the pand b e e heated pacn ¢

* When the wrtful fox, thromgh the inteosity of the cold,

» Wishes that Joe condd men ineide oue his furry. anat, ™ —
the hushandmen are entively employed in digging
canals, and the management of their tilled ground :
neither do they suffer their attention to be tumed
away, by any other pursuit, from commiéncing their
sowing and completing their ploughing.  Again, at
the periofl when the leat is mpst intense,—
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" When the dismonds in the houst oF the mine, throwgrhy chi
glowive s,

* Are liquelied, und exaile like wattr from tho stoges

- Whem, i, the depthie of the Nile. throush the wilus ot

* The orocodite’s grinders wre mailé us suf ne was "

they then aceomplish the object of their indefitisa-
bl zeal in the season of reaping and the toils of te
harvest—Take care to esteem, 15 matters. of pars-
mount concern, the receiving them with Tespect,
and promoting the security of their eondition : for
should they neglect to plongh the ground, or be
guilty of dely and indolence in sowing i, searcity
and famine instantly appear, and the source of re-
cnﬁﬁng'.uur strength (the canse of life) is instantly
cut offt It is said in Proverbs, <1t is possible to
* walk barefooted over pointed fragments of ada-
“ mant, hut two one can’ bear up against the calumity
“ of hunger und the woes of famine” The lollow-
ing celebrited verses, composed by the most palished
of bards, Sheikh Saadi of Shirdz, (on whom e
mercy and forgiveness!) suit the spirit of the pre-
ceding reflexions :—

* The exe, dirring its wholo existenie,

* Can e without the wimd il eymbal, barp, of lnte

“Thee eyes can dimpense with i yiew of the lower-gurden ;

* Thie brain wy flausinh without the odour of TUITIGRIS (i oy ;
" I war pillow b oot staffed with down,

" Still we may damber, our heud Eirpported Ly o s

“ Bhoulid our beloved oot dittgn Ao share o eamch,
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“ We iy lold onr arms o our own hregsts :
s I3yt this worthliss muw, which s fold on fld,
“ Cannot with patience endure the qrivation of fod ™

With respect to artificers and mechanies, he said:
—Shew them every kindness, snd let them not be
exposed to fiscal imposts or royal exactions: let
each individual devote himself to the perfect at-
taimuent of the art or trade he chooses, so as to
become well versed in it.

Jemsheed is said to have had four rings, with a
device engraved on the seal of each. On that worn
by him in the day of battle was inseribed, ** Delibe-
ration, and Humility ;" which memns, that it is re-
quisite in war to reflect maturely, und to avoid
hurry, a8 precipituney in the day of hattle has no
connexion with bravery:—

 The intrephd hismpion 3 the leuder of the host,

“ And Menson proooumcss the panegyrio of herism ;

* Hut wmerity cun never be approved by Ressom,

* Aa madness and precipituncy have the same urport.”

On the second ring was inseribed, * Justice, and Im-
provement ¥ this implies that the advantages of
civilization can only be attained by justice and
equity, and sttention to the subject :—

= What i= more the admiration of Resson thun o just privce !
= Az Fram lis Jiast wwiny thers cofstunily rentlt
® Wigour to the lnws, perfection (0 the soul,
* Happiness to the peaple, and gond nrdler 1o the State.”
L |
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The third ring, whicl, related to envoys and
spies, bove this inseription—" Truth, and Expedi-
tions” which means, that the persons employed by
the king to investigate and examine should not
only report the truth to the king, but should also
Jose no time in communicating it —

 Tanm intellimenee from spies pod setred ugents;

“ For the spy and the agent ure the depositaries of seorvta.

“ The wovereign who 18 withont these sourees of mbormmition
* Cannot long mainmin his realms free from confusion.”

On the fourth ring, relative to oppressors and
the oppressed;, was nseribed, ™ Punishment, and
Justice :"—

* If, in.every imtimee, you,act with justice, it 8 better
“ Than pussing your time in kneeling end adomtion.”

It is related, that as during the long reign of Jem-
sheed none of his subjects were attacked by disesse
nor overpowered by the infirmities of old age; and
s s tressuries were filled with silver, gold, pearls,
and dismonds ; and his courtiers and armies more
in number than the atoms of the solar rays, or the
drops of main from the clouds; therefore, agreeahly
to ths holy text, * Man will rebel when he
‘hecomes independent,” he presumptuonsly raised
the standard of independenes to the heavens with
the vlaim of Divinity, and made the azure vanlt re-
sound with this exclamation, ** Truly 1 am your
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exalted Lord!" thus raismg his forehead from the
dust of adoration, and claiming the honours due to
God alone. In pursuance of this design, he cansed
images of himsell to be made; which were sent to
every part of the empire, and the people were
strictly enjoined to establish the worship of them.
The following incident has been assigned, by some
writers, as the cause of this absurd pretension:—As
Jemshieed was one doy in a rveétived part of lis
palace, Satan, having assumed the human shape,
cameand stood pear him.  Jemsheed, being alarmed,
asked him, “ Who art thou?” Satan imswered: “1
am a celestial angel, sent to give thee good counsel.”
On Jemsheed demanding what that was, Satan re-
plied, * First tell me who thou art 7" and Jemsheed
Jhaving answered, < [ am one of the children of
Adam,” Satan then said: * This is contrary to fact.
* During the time thou hast past on earth, how many
« thousands have fallen sick and have died ; whilst
“ neither pain nor affliction haye pssailed thee, and
“ thon hast remained exempted from death und
“ dissolution : therefore lay aside this humility and
* abasement. for thou art the God of heaven and
“ garth ; who, after a long eontinuanee in heaven,
“ hast ereated the human race.  When the govern-
v ment of the skies had been perfeetly settled, thou
s gamest on earth to arrange the concerns of the
* lower world; on the fulfiiment of which, then wilt

t2
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“ aguin ascend on high.  Thou hast forgotien thy-
* sedlz but 1, who am one of thy angels, peculinrly
* devoted to thy service, have come expressly to
“ explain this matter. It is therefore most right
* for thee to decree that mankind should: devote
* themselves to thy worship: do good to those who
‘*obey this command, and let the contumacious
"= begome & prey 1o the flames.”

Some writers maintain, that, in the conference,
Satan thus expressed himself to Jemsheed :— 1 am
* & messenger sent by the God of heaven ; who has
* conmanded me o declare, that as | am God of
* the heavens, so art thou God of the earth: set
* therefore the proper value on the extent of thy
ik diﬁ]‘lit?’p

But Jemsheed having asked Iblis for some proof
ol this revelation, Satan replied: * The decisive
** proofof this truth is afforded by this—that angels
**are invisible to men; but thou clearly heholdest
“ me, who am one of the celestial angels” When
Satan had uttered many fallacies of this nature, he
sitdilenly diszppeared; and Jemsheed, being deluded
by the acenrsed spirit, thus addressed the people =—
“Tam Lovd of the heaven above and the earth
* beneath: and have descended from the ninth
“ heaven to this lower world, to settle the concerns
““of the human ruce.  From me you derive all the
‘* blessings you emjoy: by me ‘you have been
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* exempted from sickness and death @ it s therefore
* your duty to acknowledge my divine nature, anl
* to gird your loins with the zone of adoration.
* Whoever conforms to this, I will bestow on him
* grace and favour: but 1 shall cause whoever op-
““ poses my decree to be eonsumed by the avenging
“ flame.” In order to enforee these decrees, am-
bassadors were despatched to every part of the
world, that he might precipitate mankind, through
the influence of hope or fear, into the abyss of
error; so that, at last, the greatest part of the human
rice devoted themselves to his worship, either
through inclmation or compulsion : and also, many
of the servants of the only true God, who opposed
this idolatry, were cast into the flumes of persecution.
Jemsheed having commenced this arrogant and re-
bellions conduct, neglected the coneerns of admini-
strution, by attention to which the palace of authority
is placed on a firm basis, and employed his time in
forbidden pursuits or unlawful pleasures : the arder
of public affairs was necessarily interrupted, and the
bonds of government were hroken: and time re-
vealed the secrét of the departure of good lortune
and the deeay of prosperity, through the noctumal
revel and the morning shumber.  In short, when lis
subjects became weary of the prolonged life and
cantimed injustice of their ruler, the Almighty Judge
of the lust day induced Shidad, the descendant of
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Ad, to detach his pephew Zahik the Arabian, with
an immense force, terrible as the day of judgment,
resplendent as the heavens,

= Ercecdme in number the motes o thie wir or the deope of ming
4 Surpssanng the star of bosven uad the waves of the sea,”

in order th effect the uiter overthrow of Jemsheed,
It 35 generally believed that Jemsheed met him in
battle: bur being defeated, that he wandered about
wn various regions, wnd beheld the tranquillity of his
breast in vapid movement, like the revolving heavens,
Being at last seized by his encmies, he was brought
into the presence of Zahik; on which this mereiless
tyrant ordered him to be cut in two with a fish-bone,
which bears resemblance to.a saw:—

* This world, with all its pomp aod glories
= A lforeds no equivilimt for anch tortmoy ool willictog ™

Hifiz Abri, m his History, relates; out of the
Gurshésp Nameh, that Jemsheed long rosmed over
the world, like one whose existence wus unknown,
until he settled in Sejestin;—that he there espoused
a maiden of the country, by whom he had many
children, from the lineage of whom are descended
Gurshitsp and Rustarn,  But God alone knows the
truth!  Many of the Persians reckon him a prophet;
and also state, that lie was the thirtieth in the order
af mission. They also say, when he was informed
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of the formidable hosts and irresistihle prowess of
Zahiak's soldiers, he felt himself unsgble to oppose
or give battle to the iniquitous foe, on which dis-
traction and confusion overpowered his reason. Un
contemplating the signs of hapless fortune and
celipsed prosperity, to whatever quarter he turned
for help, he beheld himself bound in the chains of
misfortune, and crushed by the afliction of woe;—
as has been anciently snid :

* When God assigne any triil to lis crentures,
* Whatever resourde ey cling to jncrewmes the ugony of smul.”

When he became quite convinced thut human
prudence: cannot resist the decrees of Heaven, and
that the sentence confirmed by the signature of
Destiny cannot be averted by wishes or intercession,
he therefore, of necessity, submitted to the will of
God, and bowed his mind to the decrees of Omnipo-
tence. Thus, preferring retirement to perseverance,
and accompanied by the high-priest, he during the
remainder of his life retired to a solitary cavern in
the mountains, living contented with water  and
herbs until he turned his fuce to the region of non-
existence. As the writer of this history thinks the
following lines correspond with the latter nccount,
he therefore guotes them :—

“1tmve hourd, thay o when Jemabend, deprived of powes snd
o brie,
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Prqmdhdcpmfnaulhummdwlh:mmuimdn,

“ To thus whiressed the exporienced Pontif of the Migi—
* ) Sage ! replets with virtoe, nnd ewinedt fior sl !

“ My nge in this world Tme reached wine hundred years:

* My tressures were more in puniber thas the billows of the
dexp

* The keys of wuthority over Demons and Peries

" 1 pluced on -y fingers, Jike sn many vings;

* Yt tiny, fortune Lins been depressed, und my state confonmded ;

* Anid gn this day T am vedueed W this extremity of woe.

4 Sucks is the costom und cemstant rule of Fortune,

* That even in the pet of friemdship bor thonghte are hostile.

“ Like the practitionor of the jugzler's fenss,

* Whateyer she ut suy time bestows, she again mkee away.'—
“ e pure-minded monrch, having uttered this speech,
“ Deperted hence—by the rosd which leads to nonenfity.
* O my soul! the reverse of Jemsheed, the meplun of the warld,

* I by no means surprising, throagh the revolutions of timne :
“ He whe erected this wariegnted sucient dome
 (an oeenll by memdry many istunces of this kind”

It is recorded by some writers, that a hundred years
after the dethronement of Jemsheed he was dis-
covered by Zahilk, in one of Iis journeys, concenled
in a2 hollow tree, on the border of the Chinese Ocedn;
when, by the usurper’s commands, the stem of this
spreading tree of the parterre of royalty was imme-
diately severed i two by the saw, along with the
sheltering tree. Some historians give Jemsheed a
life of a thousand years, and & reign of seven
hundred ; tmt others sssign him seven hundred
years of life, and & reign of little more than three
hundred. Wahhib, the son of Mambeh, says, that
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the prophetic mission of Hid (on whom be peace!)
to the people of Ad took place in the beginning of
this reiggn.

It is allowed, by the common consent of all
writers, that Jemsheed was the first who, by his
profound reflection, discovered the science of Medi-
cine, and ordered the warm-bath; that he first in-
troduced the art of sewing: and was the first who
constructed passages and public roads through
mountains, deserts, and plains. However, with re-
spect to these inventions, it has been repeatedly
mentioned in these pages, by our descriptive pen,
that the contradictions in the narrative arise from
the conflicting traditions. It is one of his sayings :
“ Wisdom is the key to happiness; and happiness is
the attaimment of desire.” He has also said: “ If
= success always attended exertion, and if eminence
v were invariably conferred on wisdom, the mighty
 would be the rulers of mnpm‘: and the sage pre-
* siding m courts :*

= Thow who labourest to procure thee gifts of Fortune, kuow
* That fortune and happiness are oot scquired by wisdom alone.
* Whoeyver uttuing power, runk, and estimition,
“ s intdebted for them to the aid of Hesven”
With respect to the oceurrence of calamity and the
descent of reverses, he thus expressed himself: = In
“ this case-an illustrious pedigree is of no ayail;
“ nor can splendid acquirements avert the evil :"—
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¥ Whoever i no strunger b the comnmeeli of Wisdonl

* Will niver boast of Lis grudende suil bravery ;

" For whes the (e of Bretane toter from (i heigh,

" Neithir brwvery mor prodescs mmintiin their gronnd.”
He also said: ** A man of firm purpose and deter-
* mined soul must take a position, in which, like
“ the willow-leaf, he mauy not be agitated and shaken
“by every breath of wind: neither must he, on
“ account of the trangitory gifts of this world, the
** beauties of which are the most deadly poison, de-
“ liver his soul a prey to unceasing solicitule and
“ garroding thonghts :"—

** I i initubion of the sdge. you desies to mareh in the puths

of Wiado,
“ Be ot fike the willow-lesf, the sport of every wamb”

As Jemsheed is deservedly reckoned one of the
most distinguished princes; the author has therefore
bestowed on his history & space proportioned to jts

dignity.

THE HISTORY OF ZAHA'K.

= Wizn Jemdiesd ddcamped freom e abade of woe,

“ Thit firree Zahfik rerped the throne.

“ Destizry conferred the dominion of the Seven Clines

= On Zahitk, fieree by unture a2 the planed Murs.

* The mies esinblidhed by this enveny of the Faith

* Were uot established on the modedy of preceding kings-
** During his reign the conmon swying was,

= Theso duys ure sarely. the duys of woe " ™
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Zahik is generally reputed the son of Jemsheed's
sister, who had been given in mirriage to one of the
kings of Arabia. Some historians say that he is de-
scended from the relations of the sons of Stamuk,
of whom we have before spokens whilst the Magi
assert his descent to be the sixth generation from
Kaiomars, He is called, by the Persians, Bivarasp,
and Deh A’k ; the first name arising from the cir-
cumstanee of his always keeping ten thousand Ars-
bian horses i his stablos.  Fenlausi says,

= The word Biver from Pehlevi, in eranting,

* Means, @i the D tonrae, Ten oo »

“ Fyni the Bivar of Amb steeds with furuitare of gold,

“ They gave him the titls of Bivaresp”
As he was notorious for ten vices, he was also called
Deh A'k; for this latter word means defect or vice;
and they were as follow = depravity of manner, and
hidepusness of person—diminutive stature—pride—
shamelessness —voracity— excessive emaelty —foul
language—precipitancy in affairs of State—depra-
vity—folly. [t is proper to olserve, that the Arabs,
having given this word an Arabic furm, have changed
Dely Ak into Zahik. This prince, early in life, =
said to lave devoted himsell to the study of Magic;
although his father, one of the kings of Ham(r (wham
the Arabs call Alwin, and the Persians Murdis), a
prince eminent for the fear of God, of unpolluted
sou) and sincere piety, ineffectually dissuaded him
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from the shocking pursuit.  Zahak, being troubled
and irritated by the reproaches and admonitions of
his father, explained his situation to hiy preceptor,
the disciple of the accursed angels, HarGt and
Mir(it: he thereby induced this magician to put
in practice a thousand arts and incantations, until
he finally accomplished the destruction of the king,
and Zshak seized on the throne, The Sheikh
Sandi (on whom may God open the sources of
mercy !) has expressed himself in words opposed to
this tradition, in the following lines :—
™ A parricide should ot e & king;
* But should he, bia reign must not eaceed sis muongthe *
It s probable that the Sheikh (whose tomb may
God sanetify ') had a diffevént object in view; which,
with the blessing of the Almighty, shall shortly be
explained, in its proper place. Fame reports Zahik
to have been an undmmted and enterprising prince ;
but so sanguinary and savage in disposition, that
the simoom of his wrath imparted to the cool foun-
tains the buming properties of fire, and rendered
the hail in:the sphere of winter like burning coals.
Erresistible as fate, he spared neither youth nor age,
strength or feebleness: like the fated doom, he
bare away the lowly and noble, the humble wd the
great =—
“ He possessed not 1 nature which wilowed any \y repose,
= Nor's form which any eould wlmivg,*
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When fickle Fortune had acted this treacheronsly
towards Jemsheed, and  the days of lis prosperity
had been brought to -a conclusion, the throne of
universal dominion and the pavilion of sovereignty
were degraded by the person of Zahik: he intro-
thiced evil customs and innovations; and, averting
his face from obedience to the law, turned Lis
back on the ordinances of the true faith : he pur-
stied the road of subservience, to the gratification of
his impure desires; and gave himself entirely up to
sinful practices and the dictates of his detestable
nature. Like the sledge and anvil, propasing to
himself only hardness of heart and harshness of
countenanee; he thing away the veil of shame and
the curtain of good faith, so that he daily became
more audaeious in violating whatever was sacred,
and in shedding the blood of the innocent: conse-
quently, the characters of his tyranny, fssuing from
the recesses of frowardness and impiety, became
every day more evident in the records of Fame: so
thut the accounts of his criminal views and oppres-
sions, of his wicked enterprises and machinations,
were pubbished through every region of the earth.
When this conduct had lasted about 700 years,
during which he heaped on the human race cala-
mity and woe, at last the smoke which ascended
from: the burning hearts of the wretched, and the
flames which arose from the bosoms of the affficted,
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kindled the fire of desolation and affliction in the
storehouse of his ease und enjoyment: in short,
two morsels of flesh, résembling two large serpents,
shot ot between his shoulders :—

* ‘The lamentstions of the oppressed, in their morning [rayes
o Ciond.
“ Desconil] i the tyrant widh Ui foree of 'the poisined dari”

Zalik the son of Alwan, from the noxiousness
anil violence of these creatures, lost all power : al-
though the physicians and wise men exerted all
their encrgy in the cure of this, they discovered
that the mode of assuaging the pain was confined
Lo the application of a poultice composed of human
lrains. Some writers assert, that after the physi-
cians bnd declaved themselves unable to give him
relief, Zahidk was nformed in o vision that his
maludy would probably be mitigated by a plaister
gomposed - of young men's brains,  Tabari relates,
that the disease was pliced on his shoulders by
kiss from Satan; who afterwards appearing to Zahak
in the dress of & physician, communicated to him
the ahove remedy. According to the first arringe-
aent, the persons confined in the public gaols, being
emaneipated from the restraints of imprisonment,
were hurried on to their oviginal doom:  After-
wards, observing an equality of contribution (as
justice required) m the different districts, towns,
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vities, und villages, in rotation, they used to bring
their victims, and deliver them to the intendants of
the household, whe formed a plaister of their brains,
and applied it to the shoulders of the detestable
Zahidk. The intendants; however; always liberated
one, and put the other to death; and mixing the
brains of the individug] thus slain with the fat of o
sheep, brought it to Zahik. On every occasion,
having presented a sheep to the person whose life
was spared, they afterwards let him ont of the city
by might, and directed him to flee to the mountains
and deserts, far removed from all intercourse with
nuankind :—* Come not within their sight ! or you
* will bring destruction on yourselves, and expose
“us to civil tortures.” The unfortunite men, to
save their lives, took refuge on the summits of steep
monntaine, in the caverns in hills and deserts, and in
gloomy caves.  From these figitives the Kurds are
said to be descended,  When 200 years had elapsed,
and the period was approaching which was to deliver
the human race from the tyraomy of the polluted
Zahik, he one mght beheld, in & dream, three per-
sons onter by the doer of his palace, aud rush upon
Iimi: omeé struck him on the head with & maee: on
which the other two threw him down, and passed a
leather thong around his lothsome back, with which
they bound his hands firmly : they afterwards put a
halter round his neek, and dragged him to Dami-
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vend. The dragon-backed Zahitk, through terror
of this dreadfnl vision, raised such an gutery, that
his attendants, who slept near him, leaped up out of
their pleasing repose, to inquire the cause; whilst
this hitherto-fearless prince, through rage and pain,
writhed himself like @ serpent, until morning ar-
rved.  As soon as dawn appeared, he summoned
the nstrologers and interpreters of dreams; to whom
he related his vision, and demanded the interpreta-
tion. They remained silent a long time; until at last
one, more courageons than the rest, spoke thus:
# It is possible that the mind of the sovereign of
“ the world may be disturbed and distracted by the
“ gppearance and hostilities of one of Jemsheed's
« descendants, Feridoon by name, who may acquire
“ authority in some province of the empire.”—
Zahik then asked, * What are the signs by which
Feridoon can be distinguished?” To this they
yeplied: “ He is remarkable for such and such
“ gualities ; and the place of his nativity is near
« this.” Zuhik then despatched spies; who, after
some time, brought back this intelligence:  One
@ of the sons of Jemsheed, who dwells in such &
# place, has an infant son still at the hreast, marked
“ with signs corresponding to those mentioned by
s the astrologers to the king.”  Zalidk, impelled by
wicked desigms, set out for the place; but Farimuk,
the mother of Feridoon, being forewarned of his
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intentions, took asmy her son, ind concealod Lerself
iy u segrot reteont.  Whent the tyrant arrived and
could ot find Feridoon, he was so enraged, that
he ordored Athkiin, the father, to be put to death :
after which he retumed.  Fasimuok then took the
child, and wandered over mountains and deserts,
until she arrived at a verdant meadow, where a
person. was pasturing some cows. Fardmuk en-
treated the owner of the cattle to rear her son in
bis retired abode, and feed him on cows milk.
Theﬁhﬂphe:ﬂhmwmldnmkenmﬂmﬂthﬂ
child, received from Fartmuk this pearl of the
casket of sovercignty, the star of the firmament of
royalty ; and long time pourished hint o milk ~—
* Durig three years he nwrishad Lim on wilk,
" Anil ¢oniealed bim aiidg the merhes”
Zahik being agiin informed of this cirenmstance,
set out for the place; but his mother Farmuks
being diréeted Iy Heaven, again removed Feridoon &
5o that, although the tyrant accomplished the jour-
ney, he-was imable 1o attain his object: he therelore
tarned back, having previously destroyed the cow
that had been selected to nourish Feridoon with its
milk,  Formany yenrs after this, Feridoon, through
dread of the sanguivary Zahik, took shelter
amidst frightful deserts; until the period arrived,
when, by the favour of the Merciful Juilge, and the
R



130

prowess of Gévah the Blucksmith, he was elevated
to the pinnacle of sovereignty.

EFHE IR IRREE TN OF (AT AN IR HLACKRSRIYH, Axb Toma'A"y
HSREST 19 THE INFENALL SXF{iRs

The most distinguished writers asvee, thet the
insurrection of Gavah the Blacksmith was oces-
= sioned hy the murder of his children: but there is

i difference among them, as to the mmnmer of its
commencement, and the menus by which Gitvah
acquired the victory of Zalik: we must therefore
rest satisfied with the scconnt which, on the whole,

s most pmhaﬂ:le. We are told, that when the op-
pression and njustice of Zahak had continued a
lotg time, Givah of Tsfahin, twa of whose sons had
been put to death by the tyrant, closed the door of
his Jorge, and opened the gates of rebellion m the
fare of Zuhak ; lie took from his waist the piece
of leather worn by hlacksmiths, when at work,
about the loins, and fixed it on @ pole: through
the tymuny and excessive violeties of the king, he
eried sloud, and excited the people to revolt, The
inhabitants of Esfulian, who are endowed by nature
with tntrepidity and energy, by the orders of Gavily
:pur. the Governor of Isfihin to death, seized the
treastry wid arsenal, and assembled themselves
under his banner. Being thus completely master of
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Isfuhin, he murched to Aleiz, where he pu to
death the govemnors appointed by Zahik 1 and
this manner subdued many districts in Irik and
Fars: during the sumo period he also defeatid, with
great loss, the mumerous armies sent against him at
different times by the tyrant.  When he had thus
Beeti long victorious over his etiemies, he collected
an army beyoud the compass of numbers ; and
murched against Zaluik, who was at that period en-
camped on the borders of Tabaristéin and Damdvend,
engaged in preparing every thing requisite for carry-
g on the war, und procuring all descriptions of
military stores.  As soon s Giivah had reached the
district of Rui', at the head of hix well-marshalled
troops, he thus addressed the distinguished nobles
and chiefs :—* Now that our Tabours approgch ta
“ & happy termination, it is proper that we should
“ entrust the sovercign power to some one, who,

“in case of our gaining the vietory over Zahdlky

“'may devote limsell to the cares of State, and to
* conciliating the attachment of the wilitiry and the
“ cultivators.”  To this the nobles replied :— You
e every elaim on our liveliest gratitude, as, by

your virtuons zeal, we, being delivered from the

*tyranny and viclence of this wreteh, lusve escuped
* from the elutches of death ; we can l_iu.u‘efuw see

{‘}Mﬂu hez of the Boak ol "Talit: ke faios of it con
within fome mifes - the presmn puplin] of Persl

K2
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“np one so worthy as yoursell of the imperial
“ \hyone.”  Givah thos answered :—* 1 am mot
« ane of the royal family, nor do | possess the qus-
“ lifications necessary for the discharge of that im-
“ portant duty :—

* Ot whose profesiion lics in iron, forges, and bellows,

" Would eomrmit & sin by espiring t the kingly stae and

lhmnr.

“ My motive in opposing you is not the aifecta-
= t.mn of wisdom ; but my object is this, that the

people, who are & deposit entrusted by the Crea-
* tor of mankind, being delivered from the oppres-
» sion and violence of this iniquitous wretch, miy
“ puss the remainder of their lives on the conch of
** gecurity and repose: now, therefore, produce some
* one of the royal family, legally entitled to this
“ liigh dignity” Upon this, the commanders and
chief nobility, after diligent duguiry and research;
‘thus reported :—* Feridoon, a descendant of Jem-
 sheed, who fled from Tabaristén to avoid the de-
“ gigns of Zahik, is at this moment concealed in
“ the provinee of Rai” Gévah was overjoyed at
this imtelligence; and commanded him to be brought
from the obscure retreat of concealment, to the
splendor of & court: he then delivered to him the
royal treasures, and ordered the different classey of
the military to take the oath of fidelity to his go-
vernment. Afier this cerémony, the brave men and
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the champions tumed their minds to battle with
perfect confidence. Zahik also made the most
vigorous exertions, cume to offer battle, and dis-
played the most determined vigour; but he soon
found out,

* Whean we e to lenger Tuvenved Ty Fortaee, sxeriing B ol uo

wyudl ™

He had recourse to the road of flight ; but being
closely pursned by a body of illustrious chiefs, he
was by them taken prisoner, and brought in bonds
into the presence of Feridoons theyafterwards smote
him on the head with o muce, passed o leather helt
round his back, and, that the vision might be veri-
fied, his hands were fastened with the same: he
was then, by order of the sovereign of the world,
imprisoned m Mount Damdvend. The Tirikh Tu-
barf says, he was put to death : the Tirlkh Masjem
stites, that before the sppesrance of Feridoon,
Givall fought a batile against Zahik, from which
the latter fled and was never more heard of: on
which Gévah, having terminated this affair, pro-
duced: Feridoon, and placed him on the imperisl
throne : but the first sccount seems, to the author,
most worthy of belief. 1t is recorded in the Munij-
we-zilal, and other respectable works, that Feil-
doancalled the day on which Zahkd was imprisoned,
Mihr-jan (delight of soul), and observed it with more
attention than my other festival.  The Murdj-uz-
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zihub siso says, that the father of Zuhik was
called Ardid; who was the son of Furs, the som of
Tehmure, Tradition ascribes to Zahik the in-
trodhiction of scourging, gibbdling, and torture;
and also reports that kis reign continued a thonsand
yeari. Abrabiam, the friend of God (may the lless-
mngs of the Almighty rest upon him!) began his
Prophetic mission in this reign ;- although some
writers refer this event to the reign of Feridoon.
But God 15 tmost wise!

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF FERIDOON.

* Fenuloon the hnppy, the legptimate prnce,

(o Adornid the crawn, the sipiot. nml the theomi.

Io W' Zalhik bl swiilliowesd the dranrhe of Fats,

= Hiks sl firgor the name of all eurthly pomp. .

“ O n forrmomate day, the roles of e sos wel oo,

* Feruloon, placed on his heud the disdem of mversign sway:

= Belng Fevoired by Heaven und Tos suspieiobs 1ot

= He becine Lid of the sealni, emwin, sad Urose ;-

= e threw nprn the messsry oo, swd, having semmoaed te
woldiery, | |

“ Powred on dllver, goid, anil dismonds, into teir siirts,

Ix the Murfijuzzilub, Feridoon i eilled the
son of Athkidn, the son of Jemsheod : whilst other
istories have laid down cight generations between
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them 1 the first account, however, seoms 10 us wost
destrving of eredit.  The unanimons aceotd of the
most distinguished writers represent him as an in-
trepid momsech and maguificent soverdign 1 a worlid,
in/ the form of umversal sway 1 a universe, in the
robes. of royal authority: who to the strictest dis-
cipline and government joined. the perfection of
regson and discermuent.  In this reign the Institutes
of bravery and humanity were widely diffused ; the
fonndations of mumificence and bounty scquired
new strength:—

* Peridooti thr hujpy i-hmnmtng‘vrh'

s Nrithes was i forousd of wmusk onid ambergrisi

i 11 perquined his glory by Jestice snd Dserlity.—

= Bethon jnaz pnd liberal, und thow wily slio bea Ferdoon.”

The king, being now firmly seated on the impe-
rinl throne, appointed Givaly general of the forces,
and deéspatehed him towards Room: 4t the same
time, Gurshisp, who was descended from Jemshoed
and the ancestor of Rustam, was sent along with
Narimfn into Turkistan. Givah, at the head of
the troops placed under the shadow of his valour,
traversed the eivilised world during 4 space of ndarly
twentyyears, subduing everyconntry he entered, uhd
overcoming every monarch whom he encountered ;
and eompletely purified the surfice of the earth
from the contamination of all opposed to the king,
or hostile to his prospenty. . o all his battles, he

-
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kept with him the piece of leather which had been
fixed on-a pole ut the time of his heading the in-
surrection sgainst Zahik; which wus ever after
known by the name of Gavah's banner, by the
levation and unfurling of which he displayed the
happy guarantee and omen of success in every
battle-fielil. Tn consequence of these eminent ser-
vices, joined to his-former devotedness of sonl, the
patents for the government of Irik and the distriet
of Isfaldin, as far s the limits of Azarbaifan, were
graced by his name ; and Gaval set out o his re-
turn to lsfabfiin, with numerous berds, immense
treusures, and countless hosts of undaunted bravery.
The inhahitants of the regions assigned to him.
through his diffusion of justice and liberality, and
the establishment of prineiples of probity and good
faith, were as greatly overjoyedl as those who fast
on beholding the new moon, or the dropsical on
quaffing a draught of pure water. When his go-
vernment had continued ten years, the volume of
his life became sealed up with the signature of the
indispensable doom, and the steed of his existence
fell headlong through the conflicting accidents of

time. Feridoon was afflicted an learning this dread-
ful event; and expressed the greatest sorrow for his
destth - the ministers of state, the nobles of the
kingdom, and the commanders of the troops,
mourned during seven days.  The king also sent
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orders to Isfaliin, to deliver up the estate and chat-
tels of Gévah to his heirs; excopting the banner of
Givah, which he demanded, and, having ormamented
it with precious=tones, placed it in the treasury.
This banner was only produced on the day of en-
counter, and in the field of battle, when the eyes
- of the ever-victorious troops were animated with
delight, and their hearts with fortitude, on behold-
g it: every suceeeding monmrch of Ajem enriched
it by the addition of a precious dismond, and this
custom continued until the time of Omar® the son
of Khettdb, when, at the victory of Kideseh, it fell
into the hands of the true Believers : the piece of
leather was bumt by command of Omar, and the
pregious-stones were divided among the indigent *
and objeets of charity. As goon as Givah the
Blucksmith had bidden adieu to this transitory life,
Feridoon summened Kirin and Kobid, his sons, to
appear before him: in obedience to this mandate,
they presented themselves at the foot of the exalted
throne, where they were allowed the honour of

(¥) The smecessir of Abnihokr, sl the second Khilif' sfter Mu-
hamioed.  1le began bis reign in the thirteenth yesr of the Hejira:
and wis pesssaingted Uy u Pérsion dlave, in e twenty-fivurth yoer,
after u velrn of ten yeurs sad o bulf; during which e the Anbe
subdued Syris, Chaldwe Persin, und Egpypt. According w Khon-
iy, they tiok 36,000 ifice, places, tud chstles; destroyed 100
Christinn shinrebes, Fire snd o) temples; und Dl LI0O mosigues.

9 gliatal oyl
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kissing- hands; and Wum..dihtiﬂguiﬁimd above the
nther courtiess of the monarch of the world by an
increase of favours and bevefits.. It is recarded by
T 'al Mukng, & Persian historiun, thar when Feri-
doon bad veigned nearly fifsy vears, he took in
marringe a deughter of Zuhik; by whom, in the
course of two vears, he: hod two sons; nsmed Ty
amd: Selm, who were hoth exceedingly wicked in
tisposition, and prone to strife and envy: moa word,
they entirely resembled Zuhik in foul deeds and
tletestable actions =

* Tha two princes were bor of Toyal lineoge —

S0t sund mmr—lhq' nre two demona of Sxtunic mee.”

Feridoon had also another son, numed Iraj, by
Iréndokht, one of the noblest maidens of Fars. As
soom s this royal infant was delivered from the
condinement of the cradle, and had advanced from
the state of childhood to the confines of adolescende,

the marks of wisdom were already evident i bLis
qualitics : he devoted himself to the science of
archery, and to learning the rules of horsemanship;
in both which cxercises he i a short time became
perfectly skilled, and u complets proficient : from
his intercourse with men distingnished for learning
and virtue, his acquirements were equally fortunate
and ample : he was constant in unremitting attend-
ance on his father, and invariable in conforming o
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the duties uf cheerful compliunce and obediencal
to all his orders ¢ so that, from the habits of zealowy
duty and gratefill respect, the young privee planted
i his hreast the shoots of love and affection. The
king, the asylum of the world, witnessod in him the
results of praiseworthy deeds; and the dictates of
benevolent address, whilst the signs of nobleness:
and bravery shone out from his brilliant countenance
anid) resplendent forehead = i Lt every movenient
ar state of repose, he saw refivcted, as if from the
‘snrfinee of water or of a mirror, the demonstrations
of good fortune, and the marks of might and do-
minion ; so that his mental perfection shone i all
its lustre, fir and wide, over near and distant re-
giong. At this perind, although the prince was
only in the diwn of adolescence and the flower of
vouth, vet the king's ministers, the heads of religion,
the commmnders of the army, and the officers of the
eotart, were all sequainted with his early progress in
unshiken pradence, elear undesstanding, abundant
sagacity, snd perfect magnanimity ¢ in the changes
of State concerns, and the modes of securing the
gates of royal authority, they were enlightened und
impressed with the illumination of his directing
eounsel, and the stores of his excellent virtues,
The king ulso strove incessantly to augment his
diguity uid state  sind one day, 28 had been previ-
ously seftled, lie, in concert with the high-priest of
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the Magi and the commmnders of the troaps, sum-
moned A general sssembly. After offering due
praises and thanksgiving to the Almighty, he ad-
dressed the assembled nobles in the following words:
—«Let it he known to all, that the hosts of old
“ fge and decrepitude assail me; that feebleness
“ and the grey hairs of advanced yesrs ravage my
“ frame: the structure of this corporeal tent, the
* pillars of which are propped up by the four mem-
* bers, begins to sink in weakness : the bones; which
“ support the roof, and serve as the columns of this
* payilion of the body, feel what the sacved oracles
“ declare, * Truly my bones have become feeble.
“ The brain, the source of reason and sensation, is

“ insensible to spiritusl relations or bodily percep-
“ tions ; the liver, which is the mine of the animal
* gpirits, und the abode of radical heat, no louger
“ feels the benefits or adwntages of the chyle .—

* Before the hand of Destiny removes

* Frow this enfechled ahode the fusniture of Life,

* 1 wish, thut, of these three mar of nobls marsian,

“ Yy shiould seat e, 25 my sucvessor, on the theome.
“ On which, theréfore, of my sons does your wis-

“ dom fix as successor to the d}gmty of the erown

“ and throne?! Which of them is worthy of re-
“* geiving the supreme power, and deserving of
“ the sacred deposit of dominion ™ The nssem-
bled nobles with one voice replied: ““ All the king's



141

“ gow's are stars in the firmament of excellince, and
» planets which move in the sphere of justice. The
# yank of Selm, in exalted dignity, mounts higher
“ than the constellation, Ursa Minory the imtellect
“ of Tfir, the ornament of the empire, vquals in ifs
“ perfect splendor the pupil of the eyes of the sun
“ gl moon :—

“"Thig perfeesiona of Sel make th Kingdom soile liki 8 rose;

“ Th light of mujesty beams like raga from the farchesd of

Thir.

“ We, however, choose Iraj as our king: our souls
“ are fixed on obedient acquiescence to his injune-
““tions and prohibitions. He is endowed with per-
“ fection, impressed with the characters of excel-
*lence, zealously watching over the state of the
* lowly, ardent in anxiety for promoting the wel-
“ fare of mankind, md equally unrivalled in the
< shirp-edged sword and unerring prudence:—

* He hes mided prudence w the excellency of Bravery :

* There i oo real prodence, excepting that which comes from

the hero unid the sage.

* It would therefore be meet that our august sove-
“ reign, in conformity to the wishes of his devoted
“ servants, should declare Iraj his successor.,—
The king’s enlightencd mind acceded, with delight,
to the urgent petition of the props of the State and
the fountaing of orthodoxy ; his body seeming to
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become all ear, until ke hesrd the jovous event,
hailed by the acclomations of all classes of the
people. i punsuance of this measure, he divided
the Iabitable worlid into three parts ¢ the termtories
of Room, the vegions of the West, anid the kingdom
of Fravgestin, with all their provinees and depen-
dencies, were delivered to Selm: Chin and Miiehin,
and all the lands of Turkestin, were assigned to
Tiirs but to Irsj was given Irdnshehr, which com-
prises the country between the Euphrates and the
Jihin, forming the contre of the eivilised world, the
most delightful and most fertile of redlms, the pre-
cious pearl of the necklnce of the universe: After
this partition, he sent his two sons; with suitalile
pomyp and splendor, and armies composed of com-
hatants fievce as Mars, to the empives and resions
delivired over to their sway, but he retained in his
presence, at the seat of splendor, Iraj, who had
been preferred to his brothers: into thy grasp of his
prohibition, of reseraint wnd indilgence, of hinding
and letting loose in every department of the Stale,
50 that he left bhimsell’ nothing but the name of
King. 'This arrangement, however, was ultimately
attended with roinons consequences to the State,
und inded by destroying the ties of consanguinity,
a8 shill hereafier be shortly set forth, by the assist-
ance of the Almighty. Some historians relate, that
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when Feridoon wis seatod on the imperial throne,
he restored all that Zalik had violently extorted
frond the nobility and the people: after which, by,
in person, made war upon the tribe of Nd = they
Enm&ly discomfited, and he became master

of their, comiry : from thence hé advanced against
other nations, and m this manner subjected to his
rule the greatest part of the civilised world. It is
stated by other writers, that when Feridoon hsd
terminuted 'happily whatever regarded Zabak, he
delnch;d-f}m'hﬁnp and Narimfm to Turkestan, and
Gévalh of Isfabim to Room, ds before mentioned ;
and that these commanders succeeded i utterly
stbduing the resons assgned to them: also, that
Gurshiisp, on his return from the East, went, by the
commund of Feridoon, to Tinjah-i-Mughmaby' (Tan-
giers); on his return from which expedition he de-
acended to the grave.  About this time, Kartuy, the
son of Givah, was sent to Chin, [or the purpose of
seizing béahp:,ﬂ Dn.mli'iﬂ and Ininging him in fet-
ter uned humiliation to the foot of the throne - to the
imperial residence.  Narimin was, also detached to
Mazenderian, to deliver into the clutehes of afftiction
and woe, Gurdhz Shily, who liad manifested rehel-
lipus intemtions, Narimin shertly after returned
from his expedition, victorious and triumphant ; smd
then proceeding to Indi, bronght under the yoke of

L
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disgrace the R4ji of Hindustin, who had loag con-
tintiod in a state of revolt; but finally, they entered
into an accommodation.  Narimin having réturned
in safety and triviaph, laden with spoil, to the catirt,
the asyhum of the world, was then ordered to gdvanee
to Room®: he there uiterly dispersed the idolaters
who had collectid In greut numbers in that country.
On his return from Room, he passed some time in
besieging Sikivend: the encmy, however, watching
an opportunity, threw on his head, while he slept,
such 4 mighty stone, that he never mare swoke.
After his death, Feridoon partitioned the world
among his sons. About this time, Muhedj, the sove-
reigm of many kingdoms in Hindustén, being griev.
ously oppressed by the Sagsir, Feridoon fived on
Saum, the son of Narimén, to bring him assistanoe:
by this champion’s gid, the soul of Mahrdj was no
longer troubled by his criemies, and his kingdom
was purged of the rebellious. After this event,
Géshpul Dandin was distinguished by the royal m-
nificence, and entrusted with the government af
some countries in the western and soutlhiern parts of
the empire: inthe course of which events, Selm and
Tir, deviating from rectitude, eonspired to destroy
Iraj.

) A gengral nud indefinite e, by which Persign suthors

daseribe the provinces west of the Euphrates, as far as the shores
of the Enxine and Mediterranean.
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ACEOUST F THME INRTILITIES AWD BESRELION OF SEIM Awn
TR, AND THIE MUBESS OF 1AM WY THESE CNRTMDIGLS Axa
JEAT TLERS WRETOHES

As soon as Selm and Thr had departed to their
respective kingdoms, the aathority over the trea-
sures and realm of Irin was so ecompletely vested
in'iraj; that no one had power to resist his sway :
notwithstanding which, he girded his loits, as usual
in the service of hie father, with' the zone of re-
spectiill obedience, and opened the folding-doors of
dutiful attention and gratitude.  When Selm and
Tir reeciverd repeated intelligence of the dominion,
mfluence, and favours conferred on their yotnger
hrother, they adulterated, with the alloy of hatred
and envy, the coin of fraternal affection, and dis-
coloured the course of unsullied fith witl the im-
purities of fraud and treachery: through the wiles
of Satan end worldly lusts, they interposed the
shield of hostility before the face of concard, and
openty proclaimed their designs, the result of sinful
passions and deprayed liearts. In proof of this,
althongl far removed from each other, they miita-
ally sent ambassadors with lotters, the contents of
which were to this purport: “ The king's advanced
“ age and lengthened years have reduced him to o
“ state of dotages through confusion of intellect,

L
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“he is become disteacted and stupefied, totally
*“ destitute of the treasures of experience, and in-
** capable of diseriminating between good and evil ;
** for otherwise he would not have given the pre-
*“ ference over us to Iraj, who is only in the coms-
“ mencement of youth, and a stripling of tender
“ years; nor would he have bestowed the empire
** of the world on an ignorant boy, unacquuinted
* with its soft or angry mood—one who has never
“tasted the cold or genial warmth of fortune.
“ Now that parental affection is extinct; and as,
“ without any apparent criminality on our part,
** but simply from his own inattention, forgetful-
" mess, obstinacy and perverseness, his internal
*“ depravity has become evident to us; therefore
““ the hostility that now exists between us and our
* father can only be terminated by the decision of
** the sword ; and the right to dominion cannot be
*“adjusted without the intervention of the well-
** tempered sabre, the arrow, and the lancier.”—
The following was also written in one of the letters
sent by Selm to Thr: 1t is necessary for you
** to be prepared at all points, and furnished with
* the means requisite for giving battle and carry-
“ing on the war. 1 have distributed great wealth
* among my troops; and have raised o mighty
“ army, composed of soldiers fierce as lions, and
“ sharp as the dissevering sword. Let us make the
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“ attack in concert, and, in retaliation for our father
 Zahik, pour out the blood of Iraj, like wine
“intoacup. As soon as Thr had perused this
Letter, he sent the messenger back with this answer :
" “Lo! Thave assembled a host, the confines of the
“ number and power of which the travelled voyager
“ of the imagination would be unable to ealeulate.
“The eye of anxious expectation is fixed on the
“road of the royal train: I hope that, withont
* further delay or procrastination, we may soon
“ meet, and, with our blood-shedding swords, hew
“ asunder the limbs and members of our foes.”
When the repeated despatch of ambassadors and
commumnications had taken place on both sides, and
the basis of the treaty and confederacy had been
finally ratified, these two innately-depraved brothers,
sprung from the lineage of the sanguinary Zahik,
began to advance with rapidity from their perma-
nent and settled abode.  After long and toilsome
marches, they formed a junction in Azarbai’jin; from
whence, in pursuance of previpus deliberation, they
sent an ambassador to their father, with this mes-
sage: ** If the king be willing to depose Imj from
“ the snccession, and dismiss him to some distant
“ province of the empire, such is our desire; but if
“ not, it is necessary to make ready for the con-
* test and prepare to give battle.”” When Feridoon
L2
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received this stern message, and becanie nequainted
with the rebellion of his sons, the fire of his world-
consuming revenge blazed with fury: wrath obtained
such influence over him, that the sentiments of par-
don and' indulgence were totally extinguished, and
his indignation could no longer be restrained. He
instantly sent for Iraj, to whom he unfolded what
had occurred: and afterwards said, “Every exertion
“ must be used to counteract the present crisis; all
“ pur resolution mmst be exercised to extricate
“ ourselves from this difficulty : we must, without
** delay, hasten to repel the wicked aggressors, with
““ our vengeance-breathing hosts ; for, as one scab-
““ bard does not contain two swords, nor can one
* arrow be discharged from two bows, in like man-
“ mer it is impossible to extinguish this fire, except
“ by the employment of the 'weﬂ-tempered steel;
* nor cun we, by any possibility, cut off the source
“of this enmity, without the intervention of the
** sharp-edged sword." Traj endeavoured, by all kinds
of suggestions and counsels, to remove his father's
wrath; and thus replied : # Whatever has been ut-
" teved by the pearl-shedding eloquence of the king
“ is the essence of justive; but, if it should seem good
“ to the King, the path of coneord should first be
* essuyed, and permission given to his servant to
“ meet his brothers, and arrange the points in dis-
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“ pute in such a manner as may be conformable to
* prudenee, and at the same time to coneede what-
* gver may contribute to the reconcilistion and su-
“ tisfaction of their minds” Feridoon answered:
I well know that your discourse proceeds from a
“ yirtuous desire of promoting friendship, and the
“* fnterests of all purties; but to act with kindness or
* forbearance to a serpent, or in a caressing manner
** to rub down the lions back, are acts deservedly
* linble to reproach, and attended with cilamity.
“ I am therefore apprehensive, that ift any dilatori-
* ness should occur in the prosecution of this affair,
* which is likely to involve in one common ruin my
* hereditary kingdom and acquisitions, I should
** justly incur, in the opinion of the wise, the dis-
“ grace and censure of imbecility of understanding,
“ meanness of soul, and of a grovelling’ mind."—
However, the solicitations of Iraj were so urgent for
peace, that Feridoon at last, though exceedingly
reluctant, sent him, with a body of mtelligent sages
and conciliatory Letters, to meet his brothers.  As
soon as the prince joined them, and the three planets
were in conjunction in one celestial house, the two
of sinister aspect got the ascendeney over the happy
star; that is, Selm and Tfr scattered the dust of
mhumanity in the eyes of benevolence, and with
their swords, the instrnments of hate, divided tho
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tender frame of Iri from his head; which they sent
to their futher i —

* A cheek, which the roselenf’s pressure would siflics,

“ A body, which the load of & single hair wonld oppress,

* Was suddenly desroved by the treacherous sword,
* Anid preniuturely weltering i dost and: gore.

Along with the head, the wretches conveved the fol-
lowing message : ** We have sent to the king, the
* head which, in his opinion, deserved the imperiul
“grown.” Feridoon, on receiving the news of this
dreadful calamity, rent his heart mstead of is gar-
ments, and dashed on the earth his head, in place of
his turban : his nights and days were passed in con-
tinued sighs and mourning; until Minncheher re-
taliated on the murderers of Iraj, as shull shortly be
set forth. The most celebrated historians agree,
that the three sons of Feridoon having met their
death during his lifetime, he therefore resimed to
Minucheher his crown and treasures; after which he
devoted himself to seclusion, and abstraction from
worldly concerns.  When on the verge of eternity,
his tongue articulated the purport of the following
remuarks ——

“ ¢ Wht King Tike mé, undor this anciest roof

* Could bonst of being norivalled in sovereign sway 2

“Throngh the bumming lighming of my sword the men of
TEDOWn

* Flung their shickls into the water, like descending rain:
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“ Likewiee, from my hand wisery was enialled on the demon
“ From whoee ferceness the fire became like quicksilver.—
“ The hond of infirmity has fow npset me.
My heart iz murmuring, like the hum of bees
| know not whist to do in ths state of perplexity,
i Nor how to heal this wounded heart
“ 0 God! 1 am filled with alurm to the very extreme,
« Az I have before me & boundless journey.
o | beseech thes, when they close aver me the doar of brick wad
clay,
“ (pen thou before me the gate of Paradise -
* Take me out of both worlds, O merviful God !
« Bring me down ut once to the nssembly of the Righteous
* T um disgusted both with myself and with both worlds:
“ Thee pnly 1 desive, and Thou only knowest the truth ' —
“ When hia tongue had terminuted this speech,
» He withdrew the tremare of the soul from this abode of clay ;
» He depurted, and left, as his memorial, & virtuois name <
s He left the world flourishing, through his justice.”

He reigned five hundred vears, and was styled
»« Mubid, or Priest.” Mrm:-f of the Jews make him
the same as Nimrod; which is also asserted by Abul
Fuwaris, a most distinguished writer. Many histo-
risms reject this opinion, and say that Nimrod was
an oppressive tyrant, and one of the govemors ap-
pointed by the sanguinary Zahak in the regions of
the West. Abfizdid Balkhi, in the Suwar-al-aklim
(Forms of Climates), says, that the Almighty, by a
divine revelation, confirmed the mind of Feridoon,
and raised him up for the purpose of bestowing
peace on the world and the true Believers, and at
the same time of punishing the barbarons Zahak.
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Feridoon 15 said to be the first who mounted an
elephant, and equipped him with military apparatus:
the subtle propertics and mysterious influence of
the stars were laid open by the great powers of his
reflecting mind. He always treated physicians with
great respect, and frequently reasoned with them
concerning the nature of the human constitution.
The production of mules is also aseribed to his pe-
netrating genius. The following are some of his
sayings

* Whoever is guided (by Heaven) in the discharge of
* power, is independent of his brethren.”

“The ruin of Princes proceeds from the badness of
** their morals ; and that of Ministers, from presumption
*and eorruption.”

* Your days are the pages of Destiny: commit to them
" excellent actions only."”

* Life is tho volume which records your nctions and
" deeds: endenvour toinscribe on its pages virtuous acts;
** that s, write down on the album of life, with the pen of
* good works, praiseworthy snd glorious texts in exesl-
* leut and admirnble chaptors, so that the charncters may
" endure to eternity, and never be effaced from the re-
“ vords of glory and the pages of munificonce :—

It 5= fit ot munificent deeds should remain s our memorial ;

* For, though we pass away, they are eternal”

It is said that a representation was once addressed
to him to the following purport :—* The persons
* named herein have altered their good intentions,



153

“ and entertain the desire of yiolating their faith :
“ if it should seem good to the king's exalted mind,
“ Jet him requite that multitude according to their
“ deserts, so that the king’s fortunes and dominions
“ may be completely secured, and protected agamst
“ the eye of fascination.” On the back of this me-
morial Feridoon wrote : *“ Our sway extends to overt
“ acts, but not to alleged intentions: our dominion
* applies to public morals, not to the supposed
“ secret purposes of the mimd ."

In his Letter to Selm and Tir, at the breaking
out of their hostility and rebellion, were contained
these expressions:—* Whoever violates the sacred
“ rights of parents with the impurity of perverse
“ gonduct and foul opposition shall receive the
“ game treatment from his own children; that is,
* repay the obligations of their landable exertions in
“ the most praiseworthy manner :"—and, * Practise
“ the conditions required by the sincerity of respect
“ and gratitude, so shall your own children be con-
* firmed in the observance of their duty towards

ad U

VoL

“ In the original there i & play on the words o and Zu.
Bphe and T

—



HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF MINUCHEHER

Accorping to some genealogists, Minucheher was
the son of Iraj: according to others, his daughter’s
son : whilst others place so many generations be-
tween them, that the sensible mind altogether re-
jects this opinion,  But the most credible assertion
is, that he was the son of Iraj, the son of Feridoon,
as mentioned in the Wajih-al-Akhbir and Muruj-
uz-zahab., When Feridoon had suffered the heavy
calamity before mentioned, all his princely energy
had for its sole object, to plunge his unnatural sons
into the abode of woe and desolation ; but #s man-
kind would censure him for being sccessary, at his
advanced time of life, to the death of his own chil-
dren, he therefore never encountered them in per-
son, nor gave them battle : but this was the earnest
desire of his heart, “ Would that there may arise
“ some one, from the blood of Iraj, to punish his two
* pssassins 1™ As thig wish was ever present to lus
mind, he ordered the nurses to report whether any
of the wives or concubines of the martyred Iraj were
pregnant or not: and when the king heard that
Mihifrid, one of the damsels of lraj was pregnant,
he offered up grateful thanksgivings to the Mercitul
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God, and distributed donations and alms to the in-
diggent imd objects of charity. The time of preg-
nancy being completed, Minucheher was born, and
the king’s eyes were gladdened by the happy appear-
ance of his cheering Iustre. The king turned all
his attention to the child's nourishment and educa-
tion, that he might render him deserving of the
regal digmity and the inyestiture of the royal collar,
so that the crown should derive glory from his brow,
and the throne from his accession. It is said
the Tharikh Maajem, that when Minucheher, pur-
suant to the will of Feridoon and the right of suc-
cession, was seated on the throne, and beheld the
channels of the empire cleansed from the impurities
of rebellion, he, with firm step and unshaken reso-
lution, lsid the foundation of the faithful discharge
of duty to the State and Religion, so widely ex-
tended the carpet of justice, and so strengthened
the basis of equity, that the fame of Feridoon's vir-
tucs were eclipsed by his lustre, and the precepts
of Nishirvin the Just were as nothing compared
to him. Having one day called together the com-
manders of the soldiers and the distinguished nobles
of his court to an nudience, he held out to them
liberal promises, with an augmentation of their fiefs
and pay : and exalting them individunlly by distin-
guished honours and munificent presents, he after-
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wards thus addressed them : ** If, throngh your aid, 1
" should be enabled to ulleviate the grief felt inmy
** hosom for the slanghtered Iraj, by trampling under
“ the hoofs of our horses and herds the palaces of
“ my uncles, and succeed in obtaining ample re-
“ venge, my conduct shall be directed to the dis-
** charge of your just claims in a suitable manner,
“and to the repayment of this service to the ut-
“'most of my power.” The entire assembly bowed
the forehead of allegiance to the dust of humility,
and retumned this answer: “ In order to effect the
* king’s desire, we have bound our very hearts with
*“ the zone of obedience, and with our swords and
“ arrows will rid him of his presumptuons enemies.”
Asthe actions of the princes and nobles correspond-
ed to their words, Minucheher having collected an
army the numbers of which overpowered hills and
plains, he formed the resolution of immediately
executing his vengeance. When intelligence of
the direction and multitudes of the forces reached
Selm and Tir, coupled with the information of their
march and the settled purpose of revenge conesived
in the king's enlightened soul, the hosts of anxiety
and care gained complete mastery over all their
faculties; and having recourse to the maze of
cunning and artifice, they thus spoke - —* As we
“ cannot reckon on the event of battle, the result
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*“ of which is concealed by the veil of futurity, it is
* therefore best in the beginming to choose the
« path of peace and amity, and to commence by
« exhibiting an aversion to hostility : let us there
“ fore despatch ambassadors of persuasive eloquence
“ to convey this message; © That our desire, in
“ frying to arrange matters, results from a wish to
“ promote the interests and tranquillity of both par-
“ ties, by which means the fertile plains of Trin will
4 be secured from devastation by the passage of con-
“ tending armies, and the blood of the innocent
“ from being shed. If our proposal he accepted,
* the subject of contention is terminated, and the
« curtain of controversy, which dissolves the ties of
o yelationship and friendship, will be removed : but
= should our overtures fail, we shall surely be ex-
« eused in the sight of the world" Influenced by
such motives, they sent to Feridoon and Minucheher
eloquent ambassadors, with abundant treasures and
gifts, in order totobtain their pardon and amity.—
Minucheher being informed of their arrival, com-
manded the royal chamberlains to pitch the tents in
a plain, the gales of which excited envy in the
Gardens of Paradise, and its extent rivalled that of
the rose-howers of Irem. He took his post in at-
tendunce on his mighty grandsive; and four thousand
Turks and Kipchiks, selocted from the choicest
body-guards, with golden-hilted swords, embossed
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with precious-stones, slung on their backs, sur-
rornded in due order the cireuit of the court of
audience: in front of the assembly stood a multi-
tude of the officers of the court, resplendent as the
sun and moon ; their hands on their sword-belts,
with their eyes and ears sttentive to the least sign
ororder: the infantry, with caps and helmets, their
bodies cased in cuirasses or coats of mail, were drawn
out in martial array :—

* Vou eonld almoet sy, that the ster drew ont theie boats

* T martinl powp, fron earth-supporting Piscly 10 the moan.”
Behind the ever-victorious troops were stationed the
caparisoned steeds and elephants :—

“ The horses fleet s the rupid winds,
“ The elephmts firm nx the deeprooted mommiaine.”

After this arrangement, they sent for the ambassa-
dors, who, struck with awe at such splendor, ad-
vanced with extreme confusion to pay their homage
and present their gifts for acceptance : they then
imloosed the tongue, to deliver the representations
which they were charged to make; which were in
purport as follow: * Selm and Thr repent them
“ of their black deeds, and feel deep contrition for
“ their eriminal conduct: they entreat Prince Minu-
** cheher to grant them an audience, that they may
* implore his forgiveness and pardon, render him
“due obeisance, and offer, as a proof of their
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* devotedness to him, not only their treasures, bt
“ gven their very souls and heads: so that the
« pearl of royalty, the mansion of the sphere of
 sovercignty, may be reconciled to them, and, on
* the great day of retribution, should not be ex-
“posed to the wrath and vengeance of the Al-
“ mighty.—Feridoon replied to this: “ My re
“ bellious and short-sighted sons have not done
“ such a deed as can be placed on the tablet of
** oblivion : nor am | one of those who would barter
“ the blood of a beloved child for gold. If Selm
*“ and Tiir be truly desirous to behold the successor
“ of the lamented Iraj, behold! he shall follow close
“on your messengers, leading his irresistible and
* innumerable bands of warriors."— Minucheher
also added this message: * My regretted parent,
““ descending from the royal throne, and resigning
* the ambition of sovereignty and dominion, eame
* to render you homage, with every sign of humility
* and submission ; but towards him you acted in a
“ manner that will be spoken of wntil the consum-
“mation of time and the conclusion of etemnity.
“What then would you do towards me, who have
** unsheathed the avenging sword, and prepared to
“ give you battle 1" After these speeches and re-
plies, the ambassadors were permitted to depart:
having first received distinguished honours, costly
robes of ceremony, valuable jewels, and swift-paced

—ap
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coursers.  On their return, they presented them-
selves to Selm and Tir, to whom they recounted the
splendor of the feast, the terrible preparations for
the contest, with the personal excellence, the gene-
rosity of soul, the extérnal aceomplishments, and
internal purity of Minucheher: they also recited
many instances of his noble deeds and valuable
maxims :—

* Tiir, in sincerity, addressed to Solm thess words:

It is not priper to conceal the canse of pain o7 joy - _

" How ean the descendant of the sccomplished be desaid of

meTit,

" Especially, when Feridoon hos been bis lustractor 3'
They were thus reluctantly oblized to assemble
their countless hosts of infantry and cavalry, at the
head of whom Tf6r advanced : whilst, on the other
side, Prince Minucheher

" Gave onders to Kimin, ardent in fight,

* T colleet, on the wide plain, troops from every side,

“ To disploy the royal pavilion ood furniture,

" And bear to the field the nuspiciond bumer of Gayah,

“In obedience to the orders of the prince, exalicd as U

** The troops moved along, like ocean-billows and mountaine
When the two armmies came nigh each other, the
valiant warriors drew out in armay their respective
hosts ; the faint-hearted, even before the rout be-
gan, had already decided and resolved to take the.
road of flight : the marshalled battalions and house-
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hald troops on both sides employed mace and sabre,
arrow and poniard, against each other: bload poured
down from the sword, like rain from the clouds of
heaven ; every path and avenue was narrowed or
closed up by the limbs and numbers of the slain ;
the bodies of prostrate winriors and valiamt knights
raised the low-lying plains to a level with the skies :
at last, through the shock of the heaven-aided
troops, the soldiers of Selm and Tir were trampled
under the foot of discomfiture and ruin: the kings
themselves, flying from the field of battle, took the
road to Tirfn; and making a disgraceful flight the
character of their fortune, hoped by this to escape
from the chains of calamity and the talons of ad-
versity; forgetting this sentiment—
e point of thy speur becomes Tike emuealll, eves if
“Thy foe should entrench hims=lf in thie serpent’s eye™
Kéarun and Kobéd, with a body of hardy veterans
and intrepid warriors, like the falling stars in pur-
suit of the Demons, followed in rapid marches, and
overtook them on the confines of the eastern re-
gions: then boundless strife and toil recommenced ;
the soldiers plied the sword and spear ; they spread
over the area of the battle-field and the scene of
slaughter the extended tapestry and variegated
carpet died in the blood of heroes. Durmg the
contest, Minucheher joined the troops of Kobfd and.
Kirtn: like a furious lion or enraged dragon, he
M
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in person urged on the fight : the scene of mutual
slaughter was unremitted from the rise of dawn to
the close of twilight. At night, when the Hindoo of
gloom made an inroad on the lueid squadrons of
light, the remains of the army of Selm and Tir,
concealed amidst the numbers that had fallen by the
hostile sabre or the lance, eagerly longing for the
return of light to extricate themselves from the
whirlpools of destruction and reach the shores of
safety; began to count the stars until the dawn ap-
peared :—

* During the night, the victims of the ruthless sword

* From every side sent forth their sighs and plaints

=0 mght! if thin he not the swiyl Bay of Judgment,

* Why dost thou not haste to pass more mapidly nway
The next day, when the ark of Morn arrived from
the ocean of gloomy Night to the shores of the
horizon, the rank-breaking heroes aguin marshalled
their lines, and, like envaged hornets closing in bat-
tle, with poniards and swords rent each other's
bosoms : however, on this day, the chiefs of Tfir's
army observing the signs of weakness on the pages
of their state, adopted the path of submission and
breach of allegiance, and ranged themselves along
with the victorious' troops of Minucheher. This
event exceedingly alarmed Tir: the path of safety
now became more contracted than the white part
of the letter Mim, and narrower than the miser's
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breast: he wished now to render his personal autho-
rity, seniority, and the ties of relnﬁunship'. the means
of intercession and conciliation ; and thus, by wiles
and blandishments, interpose the shield of concord
before the face of enmity, and obfain security
through futile apologies and unheeded words. He
seemed to forget, that though the wicked may ol
tain a respite for & season, they at last fall into the
net of woe ;—ilthough the murderer may escape
punishment for a short time, he at last surely meets
his death.
* Jesus beholding a murdesed person lying in the mad,
* I sstonishment sehted bis fnger-tip in ks toeth;
 Sayine, *Whom best thou slain, that thon shonldst thus pite-
onsly be slan?
“ And whence shall the sssassin be slain who has deprived thee
of Tife ¥"—
“ Cammit no violence by knocking at the door of another,
* Thae the hand of another may not be injured by kuocking m
thy door.”

In the course of these occurrences, Minucheher,
with one exertion of his arm, and one blow of his
sabre, threw the head of Tir at his horse’s feet;
whilst, in another quarter, the valiant Kirun enve-
loped Selm in the net of captivity and ignominious
chains, From the dread majesty of the king and
his victorious banners, terror pervaded every limb
through that numerous host, and the very moun-
tains trembled in every part: so that the masses of

M2
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those vile wretches became seattered about like
&uﬂt: thus, on account of oiie distinguished life, the
éxisl:mme of so many individuals was blotted from
the volume of Being, and the saving was verified,
“ When God wishes to bring calamity on a people,
there is none who can ward it off” The triumphant
army was completely enriched and favoured by for-
tune with loads of spoil and wealth; and nearly two
hundred thousand prisoners, consisting of children
and slaves, fell inte the hands of the victorious
host. The memory of this great battle was inde-
libly fmpressed on the records of History; and the
prince’s fame was loudly proclaimed in every part
of the carth. ~ After such brilliant suceess, Minuche-
ber marched trinmphantly towards his fortunate
residence and glorious mansion; and when he had
ordered the assassins of Iraj to undergo the law of
retaliation, his bosom was freed from sentiments of
revenge towards his foes: he then sheathed the
aveugingswurd_, and, in aceordance with this maxm,

* Do gowd 1 men, and thon shalt enslave theke liearis s
* As Benevolence always sabjugstes mankind

by the reins of Beneficence he rendered the human
race obedient to his sway, and made himself master
of every heart by the diffusion of Science and Arts:
he rendered abortive all plans of mnovation, repre-
hensible changes, and projects of violence: in con-
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sequence of his auspicious equity, the inhabitants of
the civilized world traversed the gardens of undis-
turbed enjoyment; and, through the protection of
his sword, the people of the four quarters took up
their abode in the asylum of peace and security.
In some histories it is asserted, that the murder of
Iraj by his brothers, the appearance of Minucheher
in’ lran,-and. his leading an army against Selm and
Thr, occurred after the death of Feridoon. Other
writers reject this opinion; and say, that when Iraj
transferred the stock of life to the next world, Feri-
doon wept so excessively for the loss of his beloved
child, that his eyes were deprived of sight: after
which Selm and Thar mercilessly put to the sword
the offspring and friends of their martyred brother.
However, one of the wives of Iraj, who was pre-
gnant with Minucheher, fled through alarm, and
took refuge in 2 mountain called MinGshin and
sometimes Anushehrin, From the circumstance of
the Jegitimate heir of Iraj being bom on this moun-
tain, he was called Miandsh, and Moanshehehar;
which latter was, from frequent usage, changed
into Minucheher.  But with respect to the appells-
tion of this auspicious child, there are other reasons
assimed by historians, as will be found in well-
known writings. When he had arrived at years of
maturity, with a company of three hundred and
thirty men of approved valour he made an attack



166

by might on Selm and ‘Tir, who had given them-
selves up to the enjoyment of pleasure and feasting
in a remote part of Khorasin: in this attempt,
having got them into his power, they were both
despatched : after which Minucheher proceeded to
Feridoon’s capital, and entered the palace where
his grandsire dwelt. Feridoon having demanded,
“ Who art thou?" Minucheher replied, *“ I am the
* san of Iraj, and the slayer of his murderers, Selm
“and Tar” Feridoon then said, “ If thou hast
*“ spoken these words ‘in truth, approach and pass
“ thy right haud over my eyes, that my sight may
“be restored.” Minuchecher came forward, and
rubbed his hand over the pupils of the eyes; on
which the Merciful and Supreme God vouchsafed
again to enlighten the eyes of Feridoon. On the
recovery of his sight, the monarch of the human
race placed on the head of Minucheher the impe-
rial crowtl, and resigned the kingdom to him.
When the manarchy was thus settled on Minu-
chehier, the chiefs and haughty nobles plighted their
obedience and fidelity, and no one had the power
of either resistance or rebellion. At this period,
Saum, the son of Nariman, was the bulwark of the
kmngdom, the prop of the State, and support of the
kingand the army: he was styled * The champion of
the world:* and in magnanimity, bravery, sagacity,
and merit, had neithey equal nor competitor.  The
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government of Neemrooz, Zabul, Kabul, and many
districts of Hindustan, were committed to his en-
lightened understanding.  He frequently repaired to
the court of Minucheher, to renew his allegiance ;
after which ceremony he retumned to his. capital,
Sejestan.  His prayers were unceasingly addressed
to the Bounteous Benefactor of all to gladden him
with the sight of a worthy son, to form the delight
of hiis eyes and the stay of his heart during his life-
time ; and after his decease, the refuge of his kins-
men, and the heir of his throne.  After some time,
the Glorious and Almighty Lord granted Saom a son,
whose hair, eye-brows, and eye-lashes were entirely
white: assuch an appearance was never before wit-
nessed by him, Saum became exceedingly troubled
and afllicted ; he however delivered the child, with
all requisite necessaries, to 4 hermit named Simurgh,
who abode in & cell in the mountains, to be lirought
up by lim.  As soon as the child had attained his
seventh year, Saum, from the impulse of paternal
affection, introduced him wmidst his people and
kinsmen in a public assembly, and gave him the
name of Zaul. On this subject there are many
improbable stories related by the Persiuns, a part
of which has been recorded in the Shah Nameh of
Firdausee. As Zaul grew up, the indications of

]
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intelligence and magnanimity were evidently pour-
:t:ayml“iﬁ his happy physiognomy: his perfeet under-
standing and penetration rendered him so celebrated
over the whole earth, that the report reached Mi-
nucheher.  The monarch of the world, on learning
this, wrote a Letter of congratulation to Sawm,
direeting him, when he devoutly visited the sanc-
tuzry of the court splendid as the heavens, to bring
his highly-spplauded son with him, in order that he,
whilst partaking of the royal bounty in common
with others, might be particularly distinguished by
the glory of the imperial favonr. Saum, on per-
using this Letter, immediately departed with Zaul,
the youthful favourite of Fortune, to pay his homage.
When the father and son had attained the liappi-
ness of tendering their obeisance to the sovercign
of land and sea, Zaul became highly acceptable to
the king's mind, and was exalted by splendid marks
of ‘honour. Minucheher then commanded the
astrologers to calculate Zauls nativity with the
greatest attention, and report to him the results of
their science. The astrologers, after careful con-
sultation and observation, represented as follows
to the Faith-protecting monarch : * From the posi-
* tions of the stars, it is evident that this youth will
“equal the high rank of his fathers and ancestors
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S greatness of soul and lih'l.‘-"l'ﬂ]i‘l}', and that he
“will display unequalled prowess in the utter ex-
““tirpation of the partisans of injustice.” In con-
sequence of this prediction, still greater honmours
were conferred on Zaul: after which he was per-
mitted to depart along with his father. Saum ar-
rived in safety at his residence, where he reposed
some time ; and being recovered from the toil and
fatigue of his journey, he set out for Hindustan,
leaving the government of Neemrooz, with the
power of Vieeroy, to Zaul, to whom he gave ample
instructions relative to the diffusion of equity and
the liberal distribution of favours. Zaul, however,
with the thoughtlessness inherent in the season of
youth, devoted himself to the gratifications of
pleasure :—
“ Enjoy every happy moment which ocenes:
w For who is there thut knows the final result®”

The above implies, that whenever Zaul had a respite
from the duties of government, he sometimes ordered
the banquet to be decked ; at other times he pur-
sued the wild beasts over the deserts and plains.
Once in the spring, whilst making the circuit of the
kingdom, he left Sejestin, and directed his course
to Kabulistin : on approaching this province, Mih-
vib, the prince of that territory, and the tributary
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of Saum, hastened with suitable gifts to wait on
Zaul, and thus addressed him :
*The bird of Puradise. from the senith of Fortune, has fallen

into my tiet.
= If thy passagn should lead thee to my ahode.”

On account of their difference of faith and worship,
Zaul did not visit the residence of Mihrib, as he
himself worshipped the only true God in unity, and
Mihrab was one of the Idol-worshippers : notwith-
standing this, he conferred liberal presents on the
prince; who, on returning home, explained at large
the occurrence to his family and household, and
recited many instances of the admirable accomplish-
ments and virtues of Zaul. Rodibeh, the daughter
of Mihrab, famed over the warld for beauty and
grace, from this description became enamoured of
Zaul, whom she had never seen—* as the ear is
frequently captivated before the eye.,”  Rodabeh
sent some of her damsels, under pretence of ga-
thering flowers, near the encampment of Zaul ;
who, on beholding them, said, “ What damsels are
you?" They replicd, “ We belong to the train
“ which waits upon the sovereign of beauty, Rodi-
" beh by name, the daughter of Mihrab.” They
then proceeded to give such an sccount of this
maiden secluded from public gaze, that he instantly
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surrendered his heart.  After this, by the agency of
the damsels, Zaul and Rodabeh had an interview ;
their mutual passion was confirmed, and solemn
promises and pledges of constancy passed between
them : after which, Zaul returned to Neemrooz.

When o long time had elapsed, the entreaties of
Zaul and the intercession of Saum induced Minu-
cheher to consent to the union of these two faithful
hearts : upon which, Zaul, accompanied by his

father, went to Kabulistin, where he was onited to
Roddbeh by the ties of marringe.—Rustam Dastén
was the offspring of this marriage with Roddbeh,
who was descended from the lineage of Jemsheed.—
The above account clearly shews why the Knights
of Iran gave Rustam the title of Kibulee: and as
there will be frequent mention of Rustam and Saum
in these pages, this seemed a suitable occasion for
a concise account of their history.

It is written in the Thrikh Maajem, that after
the auspicious fortune of Minucheher Thad for nearly
fifty years been exercised in expanding the wings of
benevolence over the feeble and the husbandmen,
suddenly the malignant Deity on the coin of whose
sincerity you can build no hope, and tyranuic Fate,
on whose friendship no reliance can be placed,
effected & change, and impelled Afrasiil, who was
deseended from Tir, to commence hostilities against
the sovereign of the huﬁ:mu race. The Turkish
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prince, discharging the arrow of injustice from the
bow of enmity, impressed the teeth of greedy ambi-
tion on the hereditary empire and acquisitions of
Minucheher; and with numerous hosts, spreading
devastation like a flood, furious as the ocean, ad-
vanced towards the provinces of Iran.  Minucheher
also, on learning the march of the enemy, having
collected an army resembling in number the drops
of rain or the leaves of the trees, came to moet
Afrasidb i hostile encounter. The Turks, with
their eye-sewing arrows and heart-consuming shafts,
joined in combat with the cavalry and infantry of
Irim, with such effect, that the result is not to be
conceived, unless beheld.  Mifucheher being forced
to abandon the field, took refuge in the fort of
A'mal*; the height of which was so great, that the
hands of its inhabitants conld reach the corn-sheaves
of the constellation Virgo, and the ears of its in-
mates listen to the angelic choirs: such were its
defences and solidity, that it bore away the fame of
Iskander's rampart; sucly, in perfect elevation atd
sublimity, that it soared to the necklace of Venus

and the zone of Gemini :—
* Its Forndutings were of twin-strength to those of Biiin *;
" 1o heighi, its hesd towered to the summit of henven ™

(*) Farmerdy, the populoss, wealthy, md impregnabile capitul
ol Taharisefis,

(*) A puluce hewn vat of the solid rock for Khosran Pariz, by
the eelshrated Ferhitd, his architeet,
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The Turks seized on all the country round the
fort, and completely blocked up every path of in-
gress and egress. Afrasifb, for 2 long time, and a
protracted period, besieged Minucheher with un-
ceasing vigilance; but after all, his exertions and
strength were insufficient to accomplish the object of
his wishes by attaining his anxious desires. When
the stay of the Turks had been thus protracted,
and their generals had become weury of remaining
so long in one place, Minucheher sent eloquent
ambaseadors, with costly merchandise, curiously-
wrought stuffs, vessels of silver, frogrant musk, eggs
of ambergris, delicious fruits, and delicate conserves,
to the king of Turkistin, along with this message:—
“ The area of this fortress, with the extent of its
“ eolumns and the solidity of its structures, exceeds
“ the courts of Saturn and the edifices of Hermin®,
“ Those who have travelled over every clime, and
“ yisited every region, have never beheld a fortress
“ nore extensive, nor an area more spacious. To
“ waste time in besieging it, is like braying water
“ i a mortar, or forging cold iron." On hearing
such words, Afrasidb frowned with indignation, and
the traces of rage were displayed in lus features :

{*) An Arahic noun in the dunl mumber, sigmifying the two
grrest Pyramids of Fgypt; built by ldris (nccording to the Kamus),
w preserve the Sciences and Arts from belng desroyd by the
Diluge,
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yet, however much he reflected, he possessed not
alﬁlitjr to swim over that sea, nor force sufficient for
traversing that route: however, notwithstanding
his weakness, he replied in the language of perse-
verance and haughtiness. On this, the nobles of
his court, who earnestly desired to abate the prin-
ciple of violence in his perverted nature, and to turn
him away from projects of oppression, being actn-
ated by a wish to promote the public good, thus
addressed him :—* The king should not be incon-
*“ solable on account of the absence of victory and
* suecess in this instance, as the castle of Tabaristian
“and its impregnable defences are too strong to
“ admit any person to entortain a doubt on the sub-
“Ject. If we delay one month longer in these
“ regions, the road to provisions and forage will be
“ closed ngainst us; and the source of our difficulties
“ increase so rapidly, that the army and its chiefs,
“ who constitute the principle of stability ‘and the
*“ means of support, must be utterly destroyed = the
“ result can only end in repentance and terminate
“im ruin” To this Afrasih replied: “ I cannot
“ withdraw, without haying first attained my object;
“neither can I submit to the disgrace of flight and
“ the imputation of cowardice :—
* What ssid the monarch renowaed for wisdom ?
* Manifest not symptoms of cownrdice in your reign.
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* Whoever turns in weakness from the encounter
“ of the foe, falls into the abyss of disgrace, and is
# swallowed up in the gulph of destruction, My
“ native energy will not permit me, on my first ex-
« pedition; to bring on myself such degradation, and
* suffer myself to be stigmatized with the character
“ of sloth : my anxious desire to effect this wished-
“ for object springs from one motive, and your
“ counsel for deferring it from another :—

“The bermits meditation is one thing ;
“The passiopate lover's melancholy avother,”

When the chiefs witnessed the king's determina-
tion to remain, they agreed wmong themselves to
retreat immediately, and direct the face to flight.
On learning this resolution, Afrasidh became ex-
ceedingly alarmed : although he traversed with
rapidity the area of reflection, and surveyed every
aspect of counsel, he was finally convineed that his
real interest consisted in paying due attention to the
safety of his army : for it has been well observed—

* Thie prinea s victorions over all his foes,

“ When his tmope are contented and satisfiod :

* The fronter s maintrined aguinst all competitors

* By the army ; and thol army is maiotained by golil”

Afrasiab being thus obliged to have recourse to the
road of concord, reluctantly consented to peace.
On this it was stipulated, that Arish should sscend
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Mount Duméavend, and from thence discharge an
arrow towards the east; and that the place in which
the arrow fell should form the boundary between
the two kingdoms.  A'rish thereupon ascended the
‘mountain, and discharged towards the east an ar-
row, the fhght of which continued from the dawn
of day until noon, when it fell on the banks of the
Jihiin.  As this incident, though so remote from
probability, has been invariahly recorded in the text
of all histories, it is therefore mentioned here.
Afrasiab, having in this manner been reluctantly
forced to return to Mawar-un-nahr (Transoxiana),
employed himself in reducing the cities of the East;
and Minoacheher, quitting the castle of Tabaristin,
transferred his vietorious banners to Rai, and turned
his attention to making the different grades of the
military renew their allegiance and fidelity to. his
government and authority : he lavished the stores
of his abundant treasury and secret hoards on
the priests, wise men, anchorites, and military.
During this ceremony, he gave orders to colleet all
the nations, and the sons of Adam of every degree,
to & general assembly : then, whilst the high-priest
was seated on a throne, the king stood up and thus
addressed the people :—*Be it known to you, O na-
“ tions! that to every object there is a road, and to
** every claim a proof: towalk in that path, and adopt
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“ that language, is to act conformably to the will
“ of Nature. 1 have long proposed to let the
“ nightingale of eloquence pour out her melodies,
“and the parrot of elocution utter his harangues.
“ Whereas, according to this sacred orucle, ° All
“ gvents are dependent on their seasons;” there
** are this day assembled here wise men funed for
* truth, and most acute philosophers, the mirror
“ of wllose souls is completely polished. T hope
“ the gems of my words may prove acceptable:
¢ therefore now remain quietly in your places, and
“ attend to me with the ears of understunding; so
“ that I may impart to your hearing, words of vivid
“ Tustre, and the precious pearls of wisdom.

* All present, m phedience to the Kivg’s eonmund,

“ Both young amd old, Tistened to his disconre -

. Ulosely resembling the vinlet and narciesuas,
* They seemed to becomo entively eyo und ear.”

THE OWATION OF MINUCTEHEN.

Tux king, beginning with the praises of the Al-
mighty, thus spoke:—** Infinite and unbounded
““ praises and thanksgivings to the Creator, who
““ brought out from the cell of contingency, to the
** bridal chamber of existence, the yvouthful Brides
““ of accidental forms in the mineral, animal, and
““ vegetable kingdoms, by the intermarriage and can-

N
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* junction of elementary matter;: and has organised
“ the chain of created Beings by the fiat of the Kdif
“and Nin—the Mighty Predestinator, who has
“ caused u resplendent substance in a circular body
* to became the centre for regulating the concerns
“ of the celestial regions, and arranging the affairs
“ of the kingdoms of the earth!” After premising
thanksgivings and prayers, the king thus continued
* Whereas humin efforts are limited to providing
** things necessary for the support of life, and every
“ ndividual is furnished with means and | resources
“ by which success may crown his efforts, and the
“ conceptions of imagination Le arrayed in the at-
** tire of reality, all persons, therefore, in proportion
* as their dispositions are nelined to moderation,
“ and the constitution of their natural temper more
“ endowed with fortitude, will, in the same degree,
* gird on the zone of exertion, to attain exalted rank
“ and praise-worthy distinetion: it is therefore in-
“ cumbent on the truly wise, neither to desist a
“ moment, by reposing on the couch of indolence,
“ from the attainment of happiness, nor to have their
“ attention engrossed by whatever has the stamp of
“ novelty. That monarch is the most fortunate,
“ who, ngreeably to this saying, * He is the happiest
“shepherd who renders his flock most happy,’
“ devotes every time and season to the care of his
* subjects, and never thinks it lawful to relax in the
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“ gequittal of their cluims on him; but directs all
** his knowledge to the curbing or punishing of op-
“ pression ;: —the influence of whose benefits extend
* to the noble and the mendicant; and who esteems
“ it a sacred obligation to redress the injured and
“ relieve the oppressed ;—he, who never demands
“from the subject more than the established and
* regular imposts; nor ever introduces new rules or
“* eapricious innovations, which are invariably at-
“ tended with small gains and great losses. You
“ should well note, that as the king has rights over
* the militsry and the husbandman, they, in veturn,
* have certain rights over the king. But the king’s
“ rights over the military are as follow: they are,
*“ to obey his orders, give battle to the ememies of
** his kingdom, and to lay before him whatever
* messures they judge most advisable in military
*“ affairs—to perform cheerfully, on every oceasion,
* the duties of subjects, to display their sffectionate
** gratitude, and never to swerve a single step from
* the paths of loyalty and obedience. The rights of
“ the soldiery over the king consist in this, that he
“ 15 to supply their maintenance without delay or
*evasion : in short, the relation of the army to the
“king is that of feathers to the wing: * The army
**is to the king what wings are to birds :* moreover,
* the king is to his subjeets, as the head to the hody,
*“ and the spirit to the haman frame. Tn general, the
N2
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*“ rights ofthe prince over the husbandmen consist in
“ the following points : they are not to reluctantly
** withhold their persons or properties from the
** sovereign, but, on the contrary, exert all ability in
** conforming to his injunctions and prohibitions :
“ they are to labour unceasingly in whatever re-
“ gards the eultivation of the soil and the improve~
“ment of the country, so as to promote its pro-
*“ sperity ; to pay the king’s tributes obediently and
“ cheerfully; and fir from practising diminution or
“delay on this head, they are always to nccount
*“ obedience to their ruler as connected with the
“favour of the Almighty. In return, the husband-
“men have the following claims on the king: he is
“ to dispense impartial justice in all their concerns :
“ to levy the necessary imposts with lenity: he is
* not to place tyrannical governors over them: nor
* permit any mtolerable vexations, In years of
“ droughit, he is to grant them an exemption from
“ tributes; and, if possible, exempt them also the
“ following year, to remedy as fir as possible the
“ calamity of the preceding one. A good prince
“should be possessed of three qualities : First,
“ whatever he says should be spoken in truth - in
“short, he should on fo account wander i the
* regions of filsehood. Secondly, he should be
“liberal; carefully avoiding penuriousness, which
“ renders every one despicable, but particalarly a
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“ prince. Thirdly, he must be clement, and not
** prone to anger: es the people are subject to him,
* and he ean do whatever he pleases, he should not
* therefore give way to anger, as evil results inva-
“ riably proceed from this reprehensible temper. In
“ addition to this, a king should never debar his
* subjects from the use of certain meats, or modes
“ of dress; nor say to them, * You are on no ac-
“ count to eat of such meat, or drink of such beve-
“ rage, or wear such a garment, as they are solely ap-
“ propriated to my use.” It is also meet that pardon
* and indulgence should preponderate in the king’s
* mind, and that he should rarely have recourse to
“ punishment: it is far better to commit an error
“on the side of clemeney, than of severity: for if
“ at any time he has erred by pardoning, instead of
** inflicting capital punishment, this maybe repaired ;

™ Hut who can restore the dead to Jife 2"

“If any ‘one should complain to him about the
“ royal intendants, the king is not to suppress the
“ charge, but require the accused governor to ap-
“ pear before him; and then investigate the matter
“ with serupulous attention, and decide in such s
* manner that the injured can have no reason for
* complamnt. If the oppressor should have extorted
“any thing from the oppressed, let restitution he
“made; and when the culprits property is not
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* sufficient for this purpose, let the king restore it
“ from the treasury :—he is also to inflict so exem-
“plary a punishment on the intendant, that no
“ other person hereafter should practise the same
*conduct. In case that any one should delibe-
** rately put a person to death unjustly, the king is
** not of himself to inflict punishment, but deliver
“up the perpetrator to the heirs of the murdered
* person; who may either put him to death, or make
** him pay the price of blood. Such are the insti-
*“‘tutions prescribed by righteousness and equity
*“to the king, in relation to you. In return, it is
** your bonnden duty to obey the king's command,
** and meet his enemies in the field of battle. Know
** then, that, at this time, our encmies, who aspire to
*“ the conquest of the kingdom, have passed the
** limits fixed by treaties : it therefore becomes un-
“ avoidably necessary to face them in battle, so as.
" to deliver both me and yourselves from the com-
“ mon foe; in effecting which, greater benefits will
“ scerue to you than to me: whoever acts thus,
* shall also receive favours at my hands. Should
“any one lay before me an accusation against
“ another for disobedience to my orders, the ac-
* cused shall not be condemmed on the mere charge,
“ but the strietest investigation shall be made : if
“ he be proved guilty of disobedience, I shall sc-

“count him an enemy, and punish him aecord-
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** ingly. Knowalso, that, in all reverses, nothing is
** better than patience; and be assured, that human
“ wisdom cannot ward off' the decrees of Omnipo-
“ tence. Whoever in this world falls i battle, be-
“ comes thereby acceptable in the sight of the Al-
“ mighty and glorions God: therefore deliver your-
“ selves up to Him, and resign yuum.-h'es cheerfully
** to his decrees. But if you act not thus, what can
“ you do? whither can you flee from the Divine
“ will! The people of this world are like travellers,
* laden with their respective burdens, who set out
*““on a journey; but as all they have is borrowed,
“ they must at last leave it behind them: nor can
““ any part of it accompany them, except gratitude,
** resigmation to the Divine will, and good works.
* No resource is left us, except willing resignation,
“ and giving ourselves up to that Being, from whom
“mno one can escape, whom no one can overcome,
* and who is our only protector. Also, whenever
* your inclinations are righteous in the sight of the
* Great and Powerful Lord, and you acknowledge
* Him to be the only giver of victory, he will render
“ you victorious over your enemics: the king can
“ only do what is conformable to the will of the
“ Almighty : but when he walks in the paths of
“ nighteousness, and when the military and the hus-
* bandman implicitly obey his' commands, then is

euity administered, his enemies defeated, and
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“ the frontier guarded agaimst every foe. Now, it
“only remains for you to obey, to make ready for
** the contest, and to pray to God for success: my
“ part is, to furnish you with treasure and arms.
' Thesewords are particularly addressed to you who
“ure soldiers or husbandmen: bot you who are
** wovernors, | charge you to do justice, and refrain
“ from oppressing the cultivators ; for to them, both
“you and 1 am indebted for whatever we eat or
*drink. If you are just, vou make thereby the hus-
“ bandman all over the world in a flourishing state;
“ but if you are unjust, there is an end to improve-
“ ment, and the world remains tneultivated ; a de-
“ ficiency ensues in the receipts of the public trea-
“ sury and the funds for the maintenance of the
“ soldiery : therefore take heed to nct with justice
“ towards the husbandman. Moreover, if any dis-
“ trict stand in need of improvement, you are to
“ draw the requisite funds from the treasury, before
“the damage extends further, and what is now
* trifling become greater, and what is small become
“ enlarged. When the husbandmen are in want of
*“money to expend on buildings or cultivation, sup-
“ ply them in this case also from our royal treasury:
“demand the repayment when they receive their
* produce ; and if they cavnot refund at the expi-
“ ration of the first year, take it at the end of two
““ years: oxhibit towards them, on all occasions,
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“ uniform mildness; for when they are in a flourish-
* g condition, the royal revenues are increased ;
* they, in truth, form the sovereign's treasury,”

When Minucheher had ended this oration; the
soldiers and husbandmen with one voice exclaimed:
* We have heard and understood: and are resolved
*“ to make our souls the pledge of our sincerity, to
** act conformably to the realm-illuminating wisdom
* of our sovereign." The king then, turning to-
wards the high priest, said, ** Be thou witness!
“lay up my words in thy remembrance, and de-
“ mand from me hereafter the (ulfilment of what-
“ gver thou hast heard me utter this day.” Then
resuming his seat on the throne, he ordered the
tables to be spread ; and the people having partaken
of the banquet, the assembly was dissolved. After
this he sent a powerful army to put to flight the
Turks who had invaded the empire. AfRter routing
these, they next subdued the kingdoms of the EFast
and West: even the kings of Yemen, who had
never before that time been subjected to any sove-
reign, were reduced to submission and obedience.

When Minucheher had reigned one hundred and
twenty years, he perceived in himself the marks of
feebleness and decay. As he was convinced that his
time for quitting the world drew nigh, he summoned
the high-priest, the nobles, and the military chief-
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tains to appear before him: and having sent for his
son Nauzer, declared him his successor: and with
his pearl-shedding tongue thus addressed him :—
“ A wise man should not be intoxicated with pride
* through the possession of unlimited power, nor
* should he place reliance on his kingdom or trea-
“sures. I, who have erected such extensive carg-
* vanserays, raised such lofty palaces, hurled venge-
*ance on my foes, rendered so many cities and
* regions flourishing, and cleared the world from
“the pollution of wickedness, am now, at the mo-
** ment of departing from it, of no more importance
** than one who has never appeared in it."

It is allowed by all historians, that Shuayb* and
Moses (on whom rest the hlessings of the Almighty 1)
entered on their Apostolic mission ahout the middle
of this reign: and that Joshua (on whom be the
peace of God !) obtained the dignity of the Prophetic
office about the end of it. His title is Firdz, or “the
Victorious;” that of his father Iraj, Mustafa, or “tle
Chosen.” It is said in the Muruj-az-zahab, that Irin
was the youngest son of F eridoon, and the final
letter Nin was changed into Jeem—an assertion
which seems confirmed by the fact, that the kingdom
was from him called Irinshehr.  Minucheher is said
to have dug the canal of the Euphrates, and intro-

() The nume given by the Arabw 1o Jethro, the fatherin-law
of Moses,
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duced the water into Irdk: he also collected all
kinds of trees and odoriferous plants from woods
and mountains, with which he laid out extensive
gardens. He was the first who directed the exca-
vation of trenches around forts; and who introduced
the ceremony of beating the kettle-drum every
marning and evening. |
It is one of his sayings: ““ The world very much

“ resembles two things—the shadow of a ¢loud, and
* the sleeper’s dream 7 that is, the world is like &
summer cloud or the mirage of the desert, without
stability or duration; or, like the sleeper’s vision,
which although it presents to the imagination the
idea of the beloved and the society of the adored
object, and makes him regard this place as the abode
of happiness, yet in an instant the illusion vanishes:

* This world is like o depurting shudow ;

" Or like o guest, who spends  uight sud then departs ;

* Or like o vision beheld in sleep,

** ‘Which, when sleep departs, is an more.”
He has also said: “The kings clemeney confers
permanency on his kingdom;” that is, the king's
clemency towards those who have erred is a pro-
tecting shield to his realms. The ormament of
mercy and the embellishment of dignified manner
are the brightest decorations of kings: for although
a prince be famed for the perfection of munificence,
and distinguished for all manner of accomplishments
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and bravery, yet if he possess levity and rashness,
and be destitute of the ornament of dignified 'man-
ners and clemency, and his natural disposition be
utterly divested of the robes of caution and steadi-
ness, and should he be marked with the disgraceful
qualities of inconstancy and precipitation, his empire
cannot be long or permanent. Rashness, levity,
perverseness, and proneness to dispute, like a raging
flood, overthrow the props of long-established power,
and the foundations of ancient empires.—¢ Cle-
mency, truly, is the covering of the world :"—

* Clemency st first is bitwor to the palate;

* But finally it proves sweeter than houey.”

Praise and thanksgiving to God, that the present
equitable sovereign (Prince Ali Shir) has obtained
precedency over all the rulers of Arabix and Persia
in these two qualities, the most admirable and
aminble of virtues! nay, in these qualities and
habits he has attained such eminent distinction, that
Fortune thus addresses him :—

* I Heaven should attempt to weigh thy elemency,

* The beam unid hasing of the balance are broken {bry the weight).

* Wherever thy gravions clemency descends,
* There Security rears her strongr entrenchments ™
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ACCOUNT OF THE REIGN OF NAUZER,
ANTF O
AFRASIA'B'S VICTORY.

AccorpiNe to the Tirfkh Maajem, Ibn &l Mukna
says thus, in his History of the Persian Kings :—
As soon as universal dominion, and the trust of
the concerns of mankind, were settled on Nauzer,
whom Minucheher had appointed his successor; this
prince, from extreme indolence and excessive mild-
ness, was unable to discharge the important duty of
promoting the happiness of his subjects, or arrang-
mg the coneerns of the State; so that every thing
falling away from the proper train and manner, the
ntmost disorder and confusion pervaded the entire
kingdom. From such incapacity or negligence in
unravelling this knot, und closing these lireaches,
the certain indications of reverse and the signs of
declining fortune appeared on the pages of his
destiny ; and the truth of this saying was demon-

-strated—

** That person i& neither prince por soldior

* Who is delicate in body aud delicste in food ;

* To thee nre ficbidden both crown, wod treasure, and sove.

reign wway,

* If thon repese thy head ou the pillow of ease.”

It 15 stated in the works of Hafiz A’bri, that when
mtelligence of Minucheher’s death ¢ame to Turén,
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Peshung, the king of Turkistin, having assembled
his sons, deliberated with them on the interests of
the State, and addressed them in these words +—
*“Hopes are only attained through appalling dangers;
** oppartunity flies away like a cloud : inactivity is
*“the characteristic of old women; content is pe-
** culiar to the brute creation : that is, we can only
“attain to ultimate security hy encountering the
“most formidable dangers —

* That person only graspe the neck of the beloved ohijeet,
* Who dauntlessly opposes himself as o shield o the arrows of
calamity.

“ When you have obtained the ascendency over the
“ enemies of your prosperity, or the foes of your
“ country, improve the advantage by their utter
“ extirpation; for safety results from the destruction
* of enemies. It has been well observed—

* When you nb!u-m,uwmm'ml_ﬁu stmggling in the water,
* Talke not his bands, but pluce your foet on his head,

* Thus Pharsoh was thet moment drowned,

* When Moses was rescued ﬁ'l"lmt.hﬂlrt]nmi.tynfdnnlb.

“To remain in one place marks an abject mind:
* and uninterrupted repose is the property of mine-
“rals. Do you not observe, that neither traveller
“ nor bird can without motion and exertion reach
“ their destined gaol? The sabre, howeyer highly
* polished and well-tempered, cuts not, unless
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“it be taken in the hand and grasped by the
“ fingers:—

* il you wield the Hindoo blade,

* Tt euts not, however highly tempered it may be,
* To fly for protection to contentment, is the nature
“ of oxen and sheep; for a man of powerful intel-
** lect and determined resolution never desists from
* the acquisition of fortune, dignity, rank, and repu-
“ tation: he never swallows the draught of despair
“ and repulse, nor the lees of the potion of despond-
“ency.” Peshung having uttered these words, then
said to his sons and the distinguished leaders: “This
“is the moment to decide on the hazards of war
“and toilsome marches: let not the opportunity
“ presented by chance pass away unimproved, but
“ retaliate on the children of Minucheher the death
“ of Tir."—Pre-eminent among his sons was Afra-
sidh, who had before mvaded Irin, and besieged
Minuchecher so long :—

* 1 the presence of his sire, the hero unloeked hss Tips.

** His heart filled with rage, und girded for the fight —

“ " I um he who dares to encounter the lion in single comhat,
* And hold myself able to cape with the ehiefs of Trin.'

On this he assembled an army so numerous, that
the area of the world became straitened through its
multitudes: he is said to have marched towards
Irin with four hundred thousand cavalry and in-
fantry.  When the news of his advance arrived. the
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nobles of Irin immediately sent a courier to ac-
quaint Sdum, the son of Narimén, with the inva-
sion, and the disorganized state of the kingdom.
Sdum instantly set out on the wings of expedition,
to render homage to Nauzer ; he renewed his alldgi-
ance and intercourse; and having suggested friendly
counsels, suited to the emergency, obtained leave
to return back to Neemrooz, in order to raise an
army ; but on armiving at his capital, the day of life
was turned into night, and he departed to the man-
gions of eternity. The account of Sium's death
filled Afrasidh with joy; and e advanced into De-
hestin® by way of the sea, while Nauzer was marclh-
ing towards Mizenderdn. When both armies met,
and the fleet arrows conveyed the summans of death
to the ears of the brave, a Turkish knight, named
Barimin, advancing into the midst of the plain,
challenged any champion of Irin to single combat.
Biriméan's challenge was accepted. on the side of
Nauzer, by Kobid, the son of Géveh; althongh his
brother Kérun vainly endeavoured to dissuade him,
saying, “ It is unsuitable to your dignity to contend
with this Turl.” Kobad, however, heeded him not,

(*}* Diehestin, or the Country of the Dahe, is immediately worth
of Amerablid, 1t extends from the river Ashor (o the banks of
the Tedzen, Ochms or Ussa, both of which fall imo the =outh-
eastern. part of the Caspian. 1t is possessed by the Kajir Tribo of
Turks: 1o which tribe the preseat Royal Family of Persiuhelong."—
Easxum’s: Pers: Emp.
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but came into the field of battle, and fell by the
arrow of Bariman. The flame of battle then mounted
on high : boundless toil and slaughter oceurred on
either side: Kdrun the son of Ghveli on that day
displayed such prowess, that Afrasib was nearly
put to the rout; but the Turks having made dili-
gent use of the Sang Yedah®, the clouds on a sudden

(") Sang Yedak, u stone engraved with mysterious clinrarters,
which brings on sain.—Afssiib wies reckoned & mugician.

In the Shih Nimeh, the darkness having put a0 end to the
Lattla, the ¥ranians retired from Deb, the capital of Debestiin:
on lesrning which, Afrasiab pursues them, and commences an at-
tack : at this monsent, 50 greit o dust wos ruised by the cavalry,
that the sun might he mid to hide his face ;" and this battle mged
* antil the durk night eame on”—that is, durdeg this darkness o
drendful engagement was fought, which could only be terminazed
by the obscurity of night. Herodotus snys, that in the sixth year
of the war between the Lydiaus and Medes, while the arniies
were engaged in combut, “ the day wns suddmly nirned iato
night:” to whicl he adds, that Thales had predicted s clunge,
and the year in which it was to happen. ‘These words have Leen
taken, by both ancient and modern writers, to signify an eclipse of
the wun, although it is not expressly mentioned.  The words of the
Persiun. poet and the Greek historian are s similar, that the oc-
currence of an eclipse during the hubtle between Naorer sad
Afrusifib becomes as evident as the oecurvence of the one mn-
tioned by Herodotus.  Accarding to the most probable ascounts,
the reign of Nauzer fulls between 708 and 7658 B.C.  The field of
battie was in Dohestin, betwesn 357 and 39 north ot and 34° 307
long. from Paris Lt ean be proved, from sstronomical tubles, that
on the dth of April, 778 B.C., there oconrred & solar exlipse in the
meridinn and purallel of Dehestin, in which I dligats 10" of the
san’s diss wern concesled by the moon's: it begun at 23 minutes
past 2in the aflernoon, and lasted wntil 3 minutes past 5. This
culculation uol enly fixes the period of Nawser's reign, hut may

0 m
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became so darkened, that the day was rendered
more gloomy than the midnight hour: in conse-
quence of this, the engagement ceased on both
sides, in order to save their armies from confusion,
and they encamped in their respective positions
In the mean time, Nauzer, being sensible of his in-
feriority, sent away his two sons, Ths and Ghstaham,
towards Firs, accompanied by Kobad, in order to
remove his family from thence to the mountain of
Elburz. Afrasiab having learned this, sent Kara-
khiin and Bérimin to pursue the fugitives: they
were overtaken, and a dreadful encounter took place
between Barimin and Kérun, in which the Turkish
knight fell by the avenging sword of the latter.
After the departure of the kings sons, Nauzer and
all his nobles being made prisoners, Afrasiib at first
intended to put them all to death ; but his brother
Agreeras, by prudent remonstrances, abated his re-
sentment, and turned him from such a resolution :
he then ordered all the distinguished captives to be
chained and closely confined in the Fort of Séri,
under the custody of Agreeras, who was strictly
enjoined to use the most unremitting vigilance in
guarding them. Shortly after, Nauzer was put to
death ; which event was caused, next to the decree
of Heaven, by the following circumstance :=—When

ulso serve to fix preceding and fture dotes in Persion History,—
ist. de I' Aead. tom, s p. 340,
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the Turkish prince invaded Irin, he detached thirty
thousand men, with two chiefs, across the Jihim,
into Sejestdn, lest the warriors of Nimrooz should
without interruption join the army of Nauzer. At
this period occurred the death of Sium: and also
the absence of Zaul in a remote part of the king-
dom. Mihrib of Kdabul, who was viceroy on the
part of Zaul, on the arrival of the Turkish troops
in that district, being unable to meet them in the .
field, was obliged to enter by the door of peace,

and therefore sent a splendid tribute to the army of
Afrasiab, accompanied with this message:—* 1 am
* descended from the lineage of Zahik, and serve
* the children of Feridoon through compulsion ; but
“at present, as the rays of royal bounty shine on
*“ the people of these regions, vou shall behold no-
“thing proceed from me, except the most submis-
* sive obedience.” Milrdb, in the mean time, sent
a courier to inform Zaul of what had happened: on
which, Zaul, with the troops that accompanied him,
came up with the rapidity of the thunderbolt: the
men of Sistin at the same time sallied forth from
the city, so that the Turks were surrounded, and
the greatest part put to the sword ; the two leaders
only escaping, with » few men, to carry the news
of this disaster to their king. This event excited
such fierce indignation in the son of Peshung, that
he instantly ordered Nauzer to be brought mto his

02
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presence, and there beheaded by the blood-shedding
sword. This prince’s reign lasted seven years: his
title is Azideh, or Free; but some histarians style
him Kumbakht, or The Unfortunate.

THE REIGN OF AFRASIA'B IN TRAN,

Wiex Afrasiab bebeld that there was no longer a
king in Irin, and that its area was destitute of any
manifestation of opposition or resistance, he soon
reduced the principal eities and provinces of the
empire: in effecting this, he displayed such unre-
mitting exertion m destroying the institutes of good
faith, dissevering the bonds of true religion, under-
mining the foundations of equity, and abolishing
arts and seiences, that Irfin became desolate through
his excessive tyranny and injustice.

* The poet who reconds the Persian monarchs and Jenubeed,
" Thus relates, in his History of the Ajentite Kings:—

“ Afier the decesse of Minnohiher of exalted mjesty,

" When the government (eIl to Afensiah,

* His condducs was murked by harshness and erueley :

* He threw open the doore of discord i the kingdivm :

* Whether he practised vengounce or shewed kindness,

* Ha only thought of neting differently from Minncheber.

The tyranny and oppression of Afrasidb in Irin had
passed the ordinary limits, and to the sufferings of
the people were now added the horrors of famine,



197

In this extremity, Gushwid and the remaining Pesh-
déidian knights took counsel together, and said:
“ Our woes are only to be averted by the agency of
** the sword and spear : the source of our calamities
*is only to be cut off by means of the sabre and
“ poniard.”  But Kérun, who was  distinguished
among his cotemporaries for soundness of under-
standing, thus replied: * In the first instance, it
 seems more advisable to send an embassy to
*“ Agreeras, who is greatly attached to the people
“of Irén, and through whom so many of them
“ have been rescued from the fangs of death : leot
* us entrust to him our secret but unalterable pur-
" pose of open hostility, that we may not remain
* excluded from the benefit of his discriminating
* reason and profound reflection.” It is written in
the Térikh Masjews, that the nobles of Irédn, agreea-
bly to the counsels of Kérun, despatehed an embassy
to Agreeras, to represent to him their gratitude for
his important services, and to prove the sincerity of
their friendship, the purity of their designs, and the
disinterestedness of their attachment towards him ;
atid at the same time to acquaint him, “ that whereas
“ at this moment, (praise be to the Almighty!) Zaul
“ 18 firmly seated on the throne of Zibulistan, and
* illuminates that ample region by the splendor of
“ his majesty, all the champions. of Irin, namely
* Bazzeen, Khirad, Karun, and Gushwid, have
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“ grranged themselves under the protection of his
* triumphant banner; the kings of the regions and
“ the princes of the country are steadily fixed in
* devotedness and submission to him :—

“ Drastin, the son of Sanimn, is seated on the throne ;

“ High and low have girt their [oins in ebtendance on his court ;

* All Zibulimim s ready 10 rise at his onder :—

“ What of Zibul =—nay, all Irim s obedient 10 his conmmand.
“ It is certain, that the son of Saum will not leave
* the kingdom in the possession of Afrasiib, but, on
“ the contrary, will exert his utmost might for ity
“ complete deliverance and purification : now, if
* it should seem good to your enlightened soul,
“ gramt liberty to the captives of Irin, and, by their
“ liberation, fix the halter of bondage on our willing
“ necks:

= Az long es hfe Tasts, we shall proclsim your goodness ;

* For that goodness hus couferred happiness on our lives™
Agreeras having considered the purport of this com-
munication, gave the ambassador permission to de-
part with the following answer :—* Your intention,
* in making such a request, evidently proceeds from
“ hostility to Afrasiib, and from a determination to
* resist his authority : but the branches of rebellion
* produce only the fruits of affliction and calami-
“ ty, attended by punishment and woe. Wise men
“ have said, * Rebellion is 4 consuming flame in this
“ world, and in the next our greatest shame :" how-
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“ ever, if Zaul should direct the career of his army
“to these regions, it is probable that the captives
““ of Irin may be liberated from the chains of bond-
** age, and that no danger shall result to me from
“ fickleness of purpose—a quality which creates a
“ mean opinion, and is the source of the forfeiture
** of honour and personal safety.” When the ambas-
sador, on his return, delivered this answer, all the
hearers greatly applauded the admirable wisdom of
Agreeras; and immediately despatched a courier to
Sistin®, to inform Zaul of what had occurred.  This
intelligence greatly delighted the Prince of Sistin,
who instantly sent envoys to assemble at his court
the champions of Irin. When the nobles of the

(*) ** The province of Sistin, scearding to sncient trdition, wos
once n vast like, and Gremerly called Nimn'e, Middsy or Meridies,
elther from its relative pesition, o having been drained by Genil
in the short space of half u day, Tt is bounded north and west by
Rhorasin ; east, by Kundahite sod Zébolistin; south aod sonth-
west, by Mekrin and Kermin,  The greater past of this province
is flut, sandy, und uninhobited.  Although now reduced to u de-
plorable condition, Sistin once rivalled in prosperity the most
flourishing provioees of the empire.  Cuptain Christie, in travelling
thirough the Volley of the Heermuad, saw an astonishing sumber
of ruined tawns, villages, and forta. The renios of & city, named
Polkee, he described as inmense. The Heermund is berm 400
yards wide, very deep, snd the water momarknbly fime.  Doshik,
the modern capital, i small and compact; but the ruins cover a
vast extent of groundk  Twenty-five miles north of Doshitk he
catie to the ruins of mother very lange city, named  Peshwiroon
und & fiw miles heyond that to snother, called Josen,"—Kivwmm’s
Prre, Emp,
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realm were all met in the pavilions of the court
splendid as the heavens, Zaul said to them: “Which
** of you will lead an army into Tabaristin, and un-
** dertake the dangerous achievement 2" Gushwad,
who was present, replied, * 1 will undertake the
** task, and accept the important trust; and pledge
** myself to regard as unlawful any relaxation or in-
** dulgence which could retard the accomplishment
“of this desirable object.” This declaration was
pleasing to Zaul, and he ordered innumerable troops
to march without delay, in that direction : Agreeras
ulso, on being informed of their approach, agreeably
to his promise, entered on the paths of concert, and
liberated all the captives: after which he turned his
steps towards Ral.  Gushwad, having thus obtained
the prisaners, set out for Zabulistin, where he ar-
rived after long and toilsome marshes,  On reaching
that territory, it was reported to Zaul, ** Gushwid
** has returned, and vealized the hopes of his friends:
* he has delivered the captives from the net of exile,
“and restored them to the land of social inter-
* course.”  Zaul was greatly delighted, and set out
with all his nobles, in due ceremony, to meet him :
at their interview, Zaul renewed his mourning for
Nauzer, and expressed his grief in verses to the fol-
lowing purport :—
* Alas! fhw monarch of the world iz no wore |
* Alns! the throne s without o king !
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“ Alus! the Kingdom is afficted with adversity |
* Alas! the lofty cypress is madely broken dows in the garden
of royalty "

About this time it was reported, by spies, to Zaul,
that Afrasifb, in his fury, had wreaked his venge-
ance on Agreeras, for liberating the captives, and
giving counsel to Gushwid ; and that his limbs had
been rent asunder, like the letters of the Alphabet.
This dreadful intelligence instantly caused the flame
of Zanl's indignation to blaze out anew; and all his
attention was bestowed on preparing the resources
of war, und completing the means of battle.

HISTORY OF ZAUB,

THE AON OF TENMARP, THE 80N oF NINUCHEHER,

Waex the illustrious son of Saum Narimén and
the Irinian Princes had finally resolved on war
agaist the son of Peshang, Zaul thus addressed
them :—* It is necessary to place on the imperial
* Musnud some descendant of the auspicious regal
“line; some branch of the royal family distin-
* guished for weight, dignity, and manliness, in dis-
** charging the duties of government:—

* " The world cannot long exiet withoot a prinee,

“ And w ruler deserving of the crown aml throne,
= Whom shall we serve” wod to whom bow down the neck #



202

* On whom shall we bestow the imperial dindem #—

* On this, they enumerntid twenty of the regal line,

* Al bade him chonse the oue who most deserved the tirone:

¥ *Methinks,' some angelic Suge replied, * O illustrious kenigrhe !

* There 15 an wnspicious scion from the stem of Feridoon

* Deserving of the new erown, the throne, snd the royal ensigns.’
* Being thus freed from this perplexity and vare,

* He summined ihe chiefs, wod thusunfolded his secret purpose .—

*  * The puths of wisdom, and the dictites of reéason, demand

* That Zaab should enjoy the fruits of soversign away :

* But if any other counsel shoulll suggest itself 1o you,

* You must now state i, us it may be the best.’

* The chiefs ull answered : * He traly is most worthy ;

* His promise is sacred ;. and his disposition good.'—

* Then, by order of the military chief,

* Znub, the son of Telnmiisp, waa sppointed king.”

As soon as the chiefs of the army had imaugurated
Zaub, Zaul, having entrusted the revenues and ex-
penditure of Neemrooz to men of experience and
trustworthy Ministers, hastened, with the rapidity of
the precipitately-descending torrent, to wait on
Zaub ; and in a short time traversed the wide in-
terval. On the other side, Afrasiib also, on learn-
ing the purpose of Zaub and the movements of
Zaul, advanced from the regions of Fars with a
mountain-resembling, heaven-defying, demon-vi-
saged, Satanic-glancing army, the numbers of which
surpassed in extent the algebraic notation of pro-
found calculation. When the armies met, and the
lines were marshalled on both sides, then the cham-
pions entered the area of contest, und the intrepid
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combatants performed heroic deeds of bravery:
through the lightning of their swords, and the
thunderbolts of their arrows, rivers of blood Howed
over the field of battle. At last, the gales of vie-
tory and conquest began to: blow over the hosts of
Zaub and Zaul, and the hopes of Afrasiab were
verging towards confusion and ruin : he beheld the
characters of adversity so legibly inscribed on the
pages of his fortune, that he turned away for the
purpose of flight.

It is stated in the Tarikh of Héfez AbrG, that on
the meeting of Zaub and Afrasidb they joined in
battle, and prolonged the deadly contest during the
day, but retired to their respective quarters at sun-
set: also, that this sanguinary warfare continued
during seven months ; at the end of which period
a dreadful scarcity occurred, which terminated in
the greatest calamity ; so that both sides, being re-
duced to extreme distress, thus spoke: “ The pre-
* sent famine and woes are the results of oppression
“and exaction: let us desist from battle, and
“ Afrasiab must, of necessity, return to his own
“ country.” Assoon as the Turkish Chief began to
retire to his kingdom, he could find in no halting-
place an opportunity of delay or repose:—thus

* Afrasiil retired in disgrace to the laud of Turiin,
“ And the wmpine of the world was settled on Zaub.”
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Some historians assert that Afrasiab reigned twelve
years in Irin after the death of Minucheher. The
meaning of Afrasiab, according to etymologists, is
the same as “ Jandh-i-ttahianal,” or < The sails of a
windmill.”

Zaub, or, as he is sometimes called, Zidzich, was
eighty years old when he obtained possession of the
kingdom. On the departure of Afrasiib toward the
east, this prince proposed to repair, by ancient
maxims, the devastation caused by the passage of
foreign armies and their excessive oppréession. In
pursuance of this design, he conferred all munner
of presents and donations on the indigent and me-
ritorious, and bestowed charitable gifts and liberali-
ties on all the necessitous : the hushandmen were
exempted from taxes during seven years: he also
restored to their channels the streams which had
been diverted by Afrasidb ; the water-courses which
had been filled up by his oppression were restored
to their original state. He also conducted into Trik
the two streams called A'een and Azdeen: and also
introduced yvarious kinds of nutritious food, which
the people had never before beheld.

Whatever funds he derived from his military ex-
peditions, and from the taxes paid by the husband-
men, were distributed among the soldiers; and not
the smallest coin was hourded up in the royal
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treasury. When, during thirty years, he had in this
manner fulfilled the arduons duties of sovereignty,
the time of his departure having drawn nigh, he
resigned the kingdom to his brother Gurshisf, whose
mother was daughter to Benjamin the son of® Jacob
(on whom be the peace of God!) It is said in the
Mufitih-al-Kuliib (the Keys of Hearts), that Zanb
and Gurshisf were sassociated together in the em-
pire; while Tabari states that Gurshésf was merely
this prince’s Vizir. The Térikh Maajem says, that,
on the death of Zaub, Gurshdsf sat on the imperial
throne during thirty years. A respectable writer
tells us, that, in the majority of histories, the dynasty
of the Peshdadian kings ended with Gurshasf'; after
whom, by the unanimous consent of all writers, the
sovereign power was vested in the Kaifnian line*,

(*y Envopean and Oriental writers are generally ugreed nhout
the commencement of the Sessanide dynasty, A.D. 226, in the
person of Ardeshir Bubegiin, the son or grandson of Babek, the
s of Sasshn, who was the son of Sussfn, the son of Behmen, the
s of Esfendidr, the competitor of Rustam: they also agree about
the termination of this dynnsty in the person of Yezdejird, A.D.
651, in the year of the Hejirn 32, The high genealogy claimed
for Ardeshiy must be given up; as the interval of more thun 600
years between him and Esfendifir, who was pror o Alexander
Grreat, eannot be sfisfictorily filled up by this scunty catalogue of
nohle names.  Other historians also nssign Yim o less noble origio.

There ure grent, nay, insuperable difficulties about the Ashka-
nian and Ashganisn dyuasties: the rise of the former is ascribed.
by Oriental writers, to Ashk, the Arsaces of the Greeks, o descen-
daunt of the former kings of Persia: he obtained the aid of his
conmtrymen, by pretending that he was possessed of the Dirafshee

Ghwani,
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Giwini, which had been saved by his unecle, when Darius had
been defeated ond glain.  This chieftain revolted against the thind
of the Seleucids, Antiochns Theos, slew his vieeroy Agathocles,
and founded the Parthion dynasty of Western writess.  However,
from the death of Alexunder, 323 B. (., nuntil Ardeshir Buabegdn,
the Artaxerxes of Romun writers, 226 A. 1D, there clapsed & period
of more than five centuries, which muy be regarded s o blank in
Persiun History.  The Muluk-ut-tuwilf, established by Alexander
ihe Grent, the eighteen independent princes of the Persizn empire,
antl their suceessors, harnssed the empire and esch other by their
confederncies and bostilities: yet the Parthian monorchs in diose
days, purtly by the nature of their country, und partly by their
skill und volour, obtained frequent advantages over the disciplined
ligrions of Rome. From Kobiid, the Diejoces of the Greeks, and
the first of the Kaiunian dynusty, we can recognise many Kuisnian
princes pmong the Medes and Persinns; such ss, Kioos in Cambyses;
Kai Khusron, in Cyaxares or Cyrus; Gushtasp in Hystaspes:
Ardesbiv Durfiz-dnst, or Bahman, in Artaxecxes Longimuanus;
frony about 752 to 330 before the Christian era. 'This was pre
ceded by the Peddudian dynasty ; among whom Jemsheed is suid
to hove Teigned from 610 TOO yeurs, Zuhik 1000 yesrs, und Fe-
ridoon 500. ‘The reign af this latter prinee corresponds to ot lenst
ten generations: the pames of his descendunts, who form thess
generations, are mentioned in the Boun-dehesch; aleo iu the Thrikh
Jorair al Taberl, as uoted in the Mujmel-at-tuviirikh: if we pro-
long this reign to Minucheher, the successor of Feridoon, it com-

at least eleven generations.  ‘This proves that Ferdoon's
reign st be looked oo as that of = dynasty.

The Boundebesch s cquully positive as to Zahik: in that we
find, thut during his reign of 1000 years, there past ten lives of in-
dividunls of 100 years euch, without reckoning the futher of Feri-
doon, the congueror of the Arab prince.  Fight of thess individuals
have ihe common name of Atvidn, with surnumes taken from the
properties of thelr oxen or herds.  Zubik i therefore the name
of » dynasty. The Boun-dehesch also mentions, that from thia
prinee’s mother there proceeded 10 Scandals, that is, wen geners-
tinas of Arub privees,

Mirkbond confirms wlnt hos hesn gaid ahout Zuhik. when he
tells i that many historians reckon eight geperations between

Feridoon
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Feridoon und Jemsheed, and mauy generations between  Minu-
cheber and Iryj the son of Feridoon. The veign of Jemsheed,
sccording to some writers, wis 600, and his life 700 yeors: ac-
cording 10 others, he relgned 700 years, and lived 600, This reign
rust also be regarded ps o dynasty,  1f the Oriental writers inter-
pose only one or two generutions between him snd Zohik, the
Arahbian congueror of the last Jemshieed, this must arise from some
aue of that name having appenred ubout the end of the fimt Jem-
shieed’s reign.

It ia however to be remirked, that the Zeod Hooks make no
mention of these extravagant réigns of 1000, 700, aud 500 years;
although they frequently mention the ulinence and personul wd-
vantages of these monarche  When they quote an iustance of
longevity, they rite Telunurs, although that mince reigned only
thirty yeurs. T the three dynasties of Jemsheed, Zahik, and Fe-
rifoon, we find nmong the Greeks the three corresponding dynas-
fes of the Chaldmans, Arabs, and Beletiras, in the series pf the
kings of Nineveh and Assyria

Mavcots's Pere.s & Fhsl. de I' dead, tom. x1. p. 437.

THE REIGN OF KAIKOBA'D.

Kaxona'd was the first monarch of the Kaidnian
dvnasty who obtained uncontrolled power over the
world and its inhabitants: his name, in Pehlevi, sig-
nifies “ Mighty ": he was, on the whole, a prince
celebrated for power and majesty, renowned for per-
fect justice and liberality, famed for the multitude
of his troops and the riches of his treasury, and
celebrated for the extent of his understanding and
sagicity :—

“ Raikobfid, the ruler of the world, of elevated soul.
“ Was n prince equally splendid, wise, and just.”
He was descended from Nauzer, the son of Minu-
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cheher; and some time after the death of Gurshasf.
in consequence of the entreaties of the people of
Irin, and aided by Zaul, he assumed the imperial
diadem : he then conferred on Dastin the superin-
tendence of the military, and in the very beginning
of his reign girt his loins in determined hostility
against Afrasidh: he collected

* An urmy, like ocean-billows, & maving fiood ;

* An urmy, like masses of clowds or wwering mowntains ;

* An prmy, exceeding in number the stars of lisayen ;
* An army, beyond the Timits 6f caloulation.”*

He posted in the van of his hosts Rastam of Zibul,
Mihréb of Kébul, Kérun ardent in fight, and Gush-
wiid of the golden helmet, while he himself followed
with the remaining champions of Irin, and directed
his steps towards Afrasidb. The Turkish prince
also, with an army surpassing in numbers the swarms
of ants or the flights of locusts, marched forward,
for the purpose of giving battle to Kaikobhad. It is
stated in the Térikh Maajem, that when both armies
had been marshalled in battle array, Rustam Das-
thn, with his world-subduing mace, displayed such
prowess in the field, that it is impossible for the
mirror of fancy to delineate such a scene : from the
dawn of day until the golden-winged falcon of the
cast had struck his talons into the pavilions of his

(*) aze _.-‘uﬂ Literally, * Beyond the eomputation of

knots;™ allnding 1o the ancient mode of reckoning by knotted
EITIngS 07 fuipoes.
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western flight, the champions on either side main-
tained the deadly strife with heroic intrepidity.
Afrasiib, however, in consequence of the havoe and
attacks of Rustam, 'gnawml the fingers of amaze-
ment with the teeth of despair: therefore, on wit-
nessing the irresistible prowess of the champion of
the world, the illustrious son of Zaul, he sent the
following message to Kaikobdd :—* The object of
“ this request is, to pray you to cease from battle
“ this day, and to act to-morrow as circumstances
“may require” During the night, Afrasidb deli-
berated with the sages and chiefs of the army on
the subject of peace and war : on which they unani-
mously declared, * Safety depends on peace, and
prosperity results from following counsel :—
* Now, therefore, think no more of what is poast,
“ But incline to peace with Kaikobsd,”

The next day the Turkish chief sent the following
proposal to the sovereign of Irin:—* The treaty
“made with Minucheher, and the solemn cove-
** nants, ratified by oaths and compacts, between us
*“ and A'rish, respecting the boundaries of both em-
“ pires, are so well known, that no created Being
* can have the least doubt as to their extent :

* So vivid are the recollections, that until the Day of Judirment

“ They neser can become obsolete in the recollecton of the
nobles:

P
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“ Let then the mirror of purity, on the same con-
** ditions, be polished from the gloom of aversion,
*and let the cup of union be clesnsed from the
“ impurities of fraud: all the country from the
“ banks of the Jihim, to the extremity of Room
“and the remote regions of Hindfstdn, is hereby
“ delivered over and confirmed to you. Let not
“ the king attach credit to the assertions of Rustam
“ and Mihrib, nor to the captious objections raised
by Kérun and Gushwid : let him not be deceived
** by their ill-founded proposals: for it is an ancient
o Eﬂfil.'lg,-—r-

* When your foe can gain the sseqndancy by wicked means,

* You are not to expect from bim sentiments of pusce ;

" We canniot expend our enérgy an absurd pursmiti,

* Nor plant our seed in the salt marsh.”
When Kaikobid became acquainted with the pur-
port of this embassy, his noble mind inclined to
peace: and he said, ** Justice requires me to confess,
** that in this juncture 1 have broken the covenasit:
“it is also an undoubted truth, that when the high
“ and mighty, during the period of power and vic-
* tory, neglect all consideration for their defeated
““enemy, and vouchsafe not to grant the petition of
" & prostrate foe, but think themselves justified in
*“ deviating from moderation and humility, in such a
" case some great calamity befals them, which it is
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* impossible to remedy or counteract by any human
“ exertion :—
* When the languagre of kindness contents your li,
* Address him with henignity, thit his attuchment may increase.

** Gentle words convert the bitterness of poison into sweets ;
* But atrimony turms sweets into deadly poison.”

Notwithstanding this, Rustam Dastin, with argu-
ments and incitements, thus replied :—
= O illwsrious sovercign! make not peace; but prepare for war;

* As asingle troce of concord appeared not, on their side,
* That day on whichh my mace brought them to this sate,™

But as the king was naturally disposed to generosity
and elemency, he granted Afrasidb’s request, and
used every exertion to promote his wishes and ac-
complish the desired object: the ambassadors also,
having attained the purpose of their mission, and
received magnificent presents, were permitted to
return : and thus, on both sides, the gloom of afflic-
tion was changed into serenity of mind, the ratifi-
cation of the treaty and covenant being confirmed
with solemn oaths. 1t is recorded in some Tarikhs,
that when the hostile armies had drawn near each
other, and were marshalled for the fight, Rustam
said to his friends: * Shew me Afrasidb; for when
* once my eyes are fixed on him, he shall not escape
“ with life out of my hands.” On learning his place
and station in the field, Rustam immediately made an

P2
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attack like that of the fierce lion or raging leopard,
and, having broken through the lines, came near his
foe: but Afrasidb no sooner beheld the impetuous
charge,than he had recourse to flight: the champion
of Triin overtook and unhorsed him ; threw the lasso
round his neck, and returned to rejoin his troops,
Whilst the soldiers of Irén received their champion
with congratulations, and he prepared to return a
suitable answer, Afrasiab, by enchantment, rescucd
his neck from the noose, and, transferring it to one
of those wha lay dead in the field of battle, hastily
returned to his own encampment. Rustam con-
tinued to drag the dead body towards his fortune-
favoured sovereign: but when it proved not to be
Afrasiil’s, he was overpowered with shame. Kai-
kobdd, on Witnessing these marks of confusion in
the hero's countenance, said to him, * The decisive
* victory of this day has been achieved by your
“mighty arm: it was however our interest that
* Afrasidb should escape by flight, as he will never
“ more set foot out of his own territory.”  To this
Rustam replied with protestations of allegiance;
and added, “ The sccident of this day was owing
* to my youth and inexpericnee; but I hope that no
“ similar deficiency shall ever again occur on my
“part.”  When the sovereign of the stars had
turned his face towards the regions of the West, the
Turkish prince directed the reins of precipitate flight
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to the cities of the East: from whence he despatched
ambassadors to request peace; which request Kai-
kohid granted ; and concluded a treaty, founded on
the former stipulations. On this important ocea-
sion, the king conferred splendid honours and costly
dresses on the commanders and distinguished lead-
s of the army :—

* He presented silver and gold, sabre and shield,
" To the heroes deserving of the helmet and zone.

* He enpsrisoned his elephnts, towering to the skies,

** Swift s the clouds, und mussive ss monntains.

*-Next, u princely robe of golden tsme,

* Deeoruted with rubies, peatls, and precions e,

" He sent to the Beroji descendant of Satim -

" Baying, ‘My wishes far exceed the value of these ifts,

* But if the term of my life be prolonged

* I shall render thee independent in this eartl” *
Rustam then began to récite the praises and glory
of the king: saying, “ I am a plant nourished in
*“ the garden of munificence, by the streams of the
*“ royal bounty : in the parterres of his favour and
* the channel of his liberality, my branches have
“* shot up to the zenith of the Pleiades and the ver-
* tex of the Ferkaddn®. Should the king, for the
“ sake of any fruit, permit the continuance of my
*“ service, it increases my admiration and gratitude;
** and if he pluck me up by the root, no censure or
“ blame can attach to him:—

(*) Two stare nonr the pole of the Lesser Bear.  Sulk, an ob.
eure stir n the Greater Boar,
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“ Althangh my head be exnlted in glory to the ekies,
“ My lips in devotednes kiss the earth hallowed by the royal
presenee ;
% Althongh the revolving hesvens are inferior w me in dignity,
“ Yet, eaptivelike, 1 bow the head of zeal on the king's
I] i ] ! iw

Kaikobéd then, with joyful and satisfied breast,
turned towards Firsistin, and gave the inhabitants
of that region notice that the banners of victory
were in motion.  On which subject Ferdausee thus
speaks :—

* From thence he directed the march of the army to. Fiirs;

* As in Firs were deposited the keys of the royal trensures:

o ploce of lis residence was in Tetakhar,

* A ploee alwuys the delight of the Kuaifinian Prinees

“ Thither the people of the earth flocked 1o behold i

“ For he was & monarch deserving of the royal dindem.”
His authority was then still more cemented by the
different classes of the military again solemnly re-
newing their allegiance : in short, during his reign
he so widely expanded the carpets of justice and
grace, and the fame of his equity was g0 extensively
diffused, that most of the empires of the world were
governed according to his ordinances, regulations,
concessions, and prohibitions. Notwithstanding such
a height of power, this prince continually paid to
Heaven his grateful adorations for the distinguished
favours and blessings conferred on him : he always
mamntained his subjects in the region of security
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and the sanctuary of tranquillity ; and passed a
hundred, or, according to others, one hundred and
twenty years in the possession of transcendent ma-
jesty and sovereignty. The Térikh Maajem says:
When the revolution of his fortune was nearly com-
pleted, and the days of his life drew near their
destined period ; when he began to think of depart-
ing from this sojourn to the abiding-place of futurity,
and the ides of meeting the Supreme Creator be-
came uppermost in his mind; that he then, as is the
custom of the righteous, and of those destined for
happiness, bitterly lamented the actions of his past
life and the abuse of the days now gone by : he
folded his hands in the mantle of eternal grace, and
fled to the Lord for refuge: he prayed to the Al-
mighty for the aid of resignation in the trying hour,
and with contrite submission implored mercy and
forgiveness :—

* 1 bave derived oo lesting good from my esistence ;

** My actions and words were alike all vanity :

“ When 1 had the power of acting, T knew not whas was good :

*“ Now that I know what i good, T uo longer have the power.
He then summoned Kaikfoos into his presence;
and, in the way of counsel and exhortation, ad-
dressed to him many important maxims. Ferdausee
thus speaks of this sovereign :—

" When be lind almost completed & hundred nnd twenty yéars,

* When his tongun filtered and his eyes grow dim,

“ He well knew that desth was approaching fae ;
“ For even the green leaves hecome withered.
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* At thot moment, he ealled to ks presence Kaikfioos,

" Befiore whin he enlarged om justice and libernfity.

* He finally said : * We now lay sside our worldly state.—
* Dreposit the eoffin'; and, in return; take the throne.—

" If you ure u just prince, snd of an enlizhtened mind,

* You will obtain happiness in both abodes :

" But should pession seize your hesd in its snure,

* You unshenth against yourself nn avenging sword.'—
* Thus he spoke s und abandoned the wide world,

* Preferring the funeral bier to the edrthly throne.”

His title is ** Awwal,” or “ First.” FElias, Joshua,
Shemuel, and Hazkeel, are reported, by tradition, to
have been invested with the Prophetic dignity in
his time: he is also said to have embraced their
faith, and to have used all possible exertion to
exalt the precepts of the glorious Law.

The Tihrikh Gozideh says, that his residence was
in Isfahin; and also ascribes to him the fixing of
distances by parasangs. The Kauzee Beiziwee, in
the Nizim-ut-tuwirikh, relates, that this monarch
remained always on the banks of the Jibiin, where
he was engaged in continual wars against the Turks.
—Here follow some of his memorable sayings ;:—

“The man whose Eriendship is of no service, ean inflict
" mo injury by his cnmity.”

** Cultivation is as life; devastation as death;”"—
that is, the surface of the world, which consists of
four habitable quarters, divided into seven regions
and seven climates, may in this respect be compared
to the seven primary members of the human body.
As these members require inspection and mainte-
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nance, so does the world stand in need of equity and
cultivation : ‘and whereas the surface of the earth
resembles the limbs; the sovereign of which is the
head, and as their consolidation depends on strength-
ening aliments and well-suited beverages, so does the
due order of every region depend on the increase of
cultivation and the establishment of justice :—

* Justice is the proof of sovereizuty and permueneoce ;
“ Thy permanence bears testimony to thy justice”

“ The security of every king is in proportion to his
energy and magnanimity ;" that is, when a sovereign
is endued with sublime energy and strength of mind,
his deeds are immortal, and his memorials are im-
perishable: they are so firmly consigned to eternity
in the pages of Time, that they cannot be effaced by
the ravaging hand of ages, or the penetrating in-
fluence of the stars: the robes of his splendor and
freshness are never worn out nor antiquated. It is
related, that when the people of Mazenderdn, with-
drawing their heads from the collar of obedience
and submission to Kaikobid, had opened the door
to every kind of excess and rebellion, the governor
appointed to that district transmitted a concise
account of what had taken place, and requested to

be informed by the profound sagacity of his sove- -

reign. On this, the lord of the world ordered a
royal mandate to be sent to the revolters, containing
threats and promises, and comprehending in it the
following words ;:—* My people should not be less
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‘ gensible of the need there is for a ruler, chief
“ and supreme governor, than the honey-lees and
* storks; for these creatures appoint from among
“ themselves a leader, to whom they pay implicit
“* ohedience. My people should also take example
“from the ants, and not be slothful in preparing
** the necessary stores at the proper season ; that is,
** the due arrangement of human concerns, and the
* security of the necessaries of life, are centred in
*and cemented solely by the strict justice of the
“ monarch, the vigilince of governors, and the
** policy of rulers. The people in some measure
** resemble sheep and oxeén; as their energies are
“ confined to the obtaining of food and laying up
“ things of indispensable necessity, and their am-
“ bition settled on acquiring profit or pleasure.
“ Some of the sons of Adam are like flies, which
** subsist on human food: this description of men is
* the most worthless in society, and the disgrace of
* mankind; their minds and bodies being equally
*“-accustomed and devoted to contempt, insult, in-
* dignation, and reproach :—
* Flies and cuts hasten to the table :
* 'The dog and the erow search for hones

“Some resemble flies: these persons, adopting
* shameless and impudent habits, post themselves
“in the ambush of opportunity, and place the
*arrow of fraud in the bow of deceit, that they
* ‘may obtain food in some quarter, and rob some
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“one of his morsel. Others are like dogs, con-
“ tented with crumbs of bread and a few bones:
“ this class consists also of those abject minds
“ which enter into the service of the vile and con-
“ temptible, girding their loins with the zone of
“ submission and obedience to such wretches, and
“ are thereby justly exposed to the humiliation of
“ poverty and the disgrace of famine. Others are
“ like lions and panthers, which are instinctively
“ impelled by nature to oppress all other animals,
“ to shedding of blood, and committing every
“ species of violence. This description of per-
“ sons, unless they had a governor and superinten-
“ dant to check and restrain them, would attack
“ each other; and the certain consequence of such
“ depravity, if unrestrained, would be the destruc-
“ tion of social order, and the total confusion of
* human affairs: the principles of public security
“ and tranquillity would be turned from the line of
** propriety and their just direction: and every man’s
“ reliance being placed on the might of his own arm
“ and power, he would allow himself to oppress the
“ humbler classes. The decision of the holy Law
* confirms this proposition, where it declares, ¢ The
“ king is the shadow of God on earth; the refuge of
“ the oppressed, and the punisher of the iniquilous
“ tyrant;" that is, the king is the shadow of the
“ Creator's mercy over the expanse of earth, to
“ refresh by the delicious draughts of his ecquity,
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“and from the pure reservoir of his liberality, the
* thirsty wanderers of the wilderness of disappoint-
“ment, and the travellers parched up by the
“ scorching heats of calamity : consequently, all
“ men, of every description, are equally under the
* mdispensable necessity of possessing an equitable
“ governor and powerful monarch, in order that
** the direction of all their actions and the tendency
“of their occupations should be parallel to the
“paths of justice and the rules of rectitude.
* Farewell I"

—_——

HISTORY OP THE REIGN OF KAIKA'0OS.

Tms prince, who is said by some historians to
have been the son of Kobdd, and by others his
grandson, was beautiful of aspect, graceful in man-
ner, athletic in frame ; and so large in person, that
few horses could carry his weight :—

* When he mounted his swift dapple-grey steed,

* Throngh swe of him trembling fell on the mountaine:

“ When be mave full reins 1o Tis charger’s ppesd,

* He mised clouds of dust from earth-bearing Piscis to the

kies”
He exhibited the greatest energy in the diffusion of
benefits and the performance of generous aets, the
protection and assistance of the distressed.  With all
this, there was great capriciousness in his disposi-
tion; for, though he occasionally exhibited unwea-
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ried attention and perseverance in matters of detail,
he too frequently, in cases of great importance,
deserted the path of prudence, in which the truly
wise invariably tread. It is related, that when the
Governor of Mazenderin, abandoning the path of
fidelity and gratitude, had interposed the shield of
hostility before the face of concord, and, notwith-
standing frequent admonitions by letters ind remon-
strances replete with prudent counsels and sundry
exhortations, was not prevented from persevering in
such conduct; on the return of the envoy sent from
the foot of the imperial throne to conciliate him,
and his laying before the king the state of affairs,
the flame of indignation and vengeance blazed with
violence in the breast of Kaik4oos, the marks of re-
sentment became visihle in his features, and he in-
stantly issued orders for assembling his forces and
providing equipments and arms. There was speedily
marshalled, under the shadow of his victorious ban-
ners, from the regions of Arabia and Ajem, a host so
mighty and a force so immense, that the conceptions
of calculators and the imaginations of accountants
were unahle to comprehend their power or number.
At the head of these troops, habituated to victory
and vengeance, he set out to dispel the blast of pre-
sumption from the head of his foe by the well-tem-
pered sabre. The ruler of Mazenderin, on learning
this, knew well, that if the red-headed sparrow
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should meet the falcon in battle, he exposes himself
to mevitable destruction and ruin: consequently, to
preserve his reputation, he withdrew from the course
of the flood; and retired into a fortress, rivalling in
strength the rampart of Iskander, and eleyating its
lofty summit to the empyreal skies. Kaikfoos en-
camped at the foot of this fortress, and persevered a
long time in the blockade of it ; directing against it
many ‘a battering-ram and towering catapult*: the
champions also carried on the assault in every direc-
tion; but, notwithstanding their greatest exertions,
the standards of victory and the banners of trinmph
appeared in no quarter. On this, the chiefs of the
troops, and the principal commanders of Kaikdioos,
began to despond, seeing themselves unable to sub-
duc this fortress and triumph over their foes: they
were long perplexed how to decide this matter; but,
finally, the king’s veflection, and that of the whole
army, determined on this measure :—* Whereas the
** superiority of our troops, the multitude of people,
* and the greatness of our train, are of no ayail, we
“‘may however encompass our object by ingenious
“ stratagems and refined artifices, and by means of
“ deceit and fraud precipitate our enemy into the
* abyss of woe.” In pursuance of this, they published
reports of their retreat, tore up their tent-ropes ; and

ol B S z
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departing from the environs of the fortress, halted
some marches in the rear of it: from whence they
despatched & company dressed as traders, who, in
the guise of merchants, introduced into the castle
many commodities and abundance of merchandize,
which they bartered for wheat, barley, and other
zrain : these one night set fire to the granaries ; and
then represented, * This event has occurred with-
out our knowledge and wishes.” When, by this
stratagem, no magazines were left in the fortress, the
army of Kaikfoos returned unexpectedly; and
having taken the place by storm, so laid about them
on that day with the ruthless sword, that the fortress
of Mazenderin became a desert, and its phin a
Jihin (of blood) ; and the wealth of the country was
confiscated to the royal government. Some his-
torians relate, that Kaikdoos was made prisoner in
Mazenderin : on learning which, Rustam, singly,
proceeded to that country by way of Haftkhdn, and,
having put to death the rulers of the kingdom, libe-
rated Kaikdoos; who returned to his capital in
safety, enriched with great spoils.

Kaikfioos next marched to Hinddstan: after the
conquest of which, on his return by way of Mekrin,
he remained some time in Sistin; where Rustan
received him with the rights of hospitality, and every
mark of distinction, to the utmost of his power.
The monarch of the world having spent some days at
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Nimrooz, in the enjoyment of plensure and delights
cantinued from night to morning and from morming
to night, returtied to his splendid capital. When
some time had elapsed, he set out against Zfi-al-
azghir, the king of Yemen. Although dissuaded by
his Ministers from engaging in that enterprise, their
remonstrances were of no avail; and after long and
Atoilsome marches, he drew near that country. Zé-
al-azghir, with his blood-shedding troops, advancing
to encounter him in battle, an engagement ensued, in
which the Arab prince was defeuted, and fled some-
where. At this moment he conveyed to Kiikiioos
this intelligence :—= The king of Yemen possesses,
“within the sanctuary of chastity, a virgin, such,
** that from her the sun himself solicits light.” K4oos,
who had never beheld her, gave his heart away, and
proposed peace, stipulating for the marriage of the
king's daughter; and the ruler of Yemen, being
forced to comply, delivered up his daughter, whom
the Persians call Sooddbeh. On this event, the
sovereign of Irin reared the pavilion of delight to
the sphere of the sum and moon : but, in the mean
time, Zi-al-azghdr, taking advantage of a fayourable
opportunity, seized and imprisoned Kéoos in one of
his forts, along with Ttis, Gustahem, Bizhen, and the
other chumpions of Irin. Tmmediately on hearing
this dreadful intellizence, Rustam Dastin set out
for Yemen with a thousand chosen heroes : but no
2}



sooner had he approached that country, than Zi-
al-izghdr made advances towards a reconciliation,
and set at liberty Kioos and the other captives.
He also dismissed, in the kmg's train, his daughter
Soodabeh, with abundance of valuable presents, and
a thousand damsels beautiful as Perees. In those
days, Afrasial took atlvantage of the conjuncture to
lead i army into Irin, where he reduced many
cities under the bonds of conguest, committing the
most unrestrained and indiseriminate slanghter and
pillage*: but on learning the liberation of KaiKéous,
hie retreated to Turkestin with great booty. Kai
Kdoos, on arriving in his own realms, wrote & royal
diploma relative to Rustam, to the following pur-
port: * Whereas we have promoted Rustam from
*“ the state of vassalage to the rank of sovereignty,
“we herehy bestow on him the dominion of Sistin
“ and Kabulistin, conferring on him also the titles
* of Champion of the World, und Tahamtun (irre-
" sistible in might) - we place on his brows the cap
“ of gold brocade, set with gems, such as i genes
“rally worn by the sovereigns of Ajem; and we
“ also permit him to be seated on a throne of gold
“ or silver.” Rustam thus, with augmented pomp
and power, returned to his native soil: and the re-
gions of Nimrooz and Kibul were embellished and

(*) See the dispate hetween Rustam noil Asfendifz, o he aub-
serent pars of this work:

qQ
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gladdened by the auspicious justice and equity of
the mighty champion, When Kai Kdoos once more
enjoyed the undisturbed possession of the throne,
the sovereigns of the world and the haughty rulers
of distant lands hastened to offer their submission
and congratulation, and the nations far and near
wirded their loins with the zowe of submission to his
sway ; whilst every class of lis subjects passed their
fife in the enjoyment of abundance, and wninter-
rupted security and tranquillity. At this period
the kingdom of Turin was in an exceedingly fou-
rishing and prosperous state, through the splendid
fortune of the Turkish prince: the military and the
cultivators, freed from every anxiety, passed their
time in music and feasting. However, in the course
of these events, the portals of discord and woe were
again thrown open, and the paths of security and
peace once more blocked up: the abstract of all
which is as follows :—Kai Kaoos had, by one of his
wives (not Soadébeh), a son, endued with the per-
fection of reason and intelligence, joived to con-
stmmate beauty and grace : this prince, whose name
was Siyiwesh, was educated st the court of Rustam
Dastén, where he became so exceedingly accom-
plished in all that related to social utercourse and
war, that the report of his perfections was sptead
over the most distant parts of the earth : the tidings
of his virtues and noble qualities also reached the ears
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of Kai Kdoos, so that on his' return from Yemen
(Which Ferdausee refers to his expedition against
Hamawardn), and was a second time firmly reseated
on the throne of sovereignty, he issued forth com-
mands to Sistdn, requiring the presence of his in-
telligent son: on which, Rustam sent the young
prince, with all possible honours, to his fathers
court.  Kioos, being struck with astonishment at
his noble carriage, beheld him with the eves of
respect and parental affection: and when the ac-
count of the manly proportions of Sivhwesh's figure
wits reported to Soodibah, a vehement longing for
his intimacy and society so overpowered her soul,
that the fire of love and the flames of desire blazed
forth with inextingnishable violence. She there-
fore addressed this request to Kai Kdoos: “Permit
“ the prince to enter the Haren, that T may exhibit
“towards him a mother’s affection, and enjoy for
* # short time the delight of contemplating your ad-
* mired son’s glorious aspect,” The simple-hearted
king, on this, said to his son, “ The recluse matrons
** who dwell in the chambers of chastity request to
“be indulged with your conversation and society =
““ it is therefore necessary that you go to the Hirem,
* and illuminate the king's apartments with the light
*of your eoumtenance.” Although Siyfiwesh re-
garded this proposal with horror, he saw that obedi-
ence to the royal mandate was his only resource :
g2
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gud therefore, though much against his melination,
entered the private palace. When Soodibeh heard
of his approach, she hastened to meet him with
liurried steps: at the first meeting, she was bereft
of strength and peace of mind : her manner and
gestures soon made Siviwesh perceive the passion
which agitated her breast, and he consequently
arose immediately, to leave the palace. Sooddbeh
in vain entrested him to delay, even & moment
longer; but Siviwesh answered, ** This is the first
“time of my entering the King's apartments, and
*motesty forbids me from ever presuming again Lo
* come ito your society.” Having said thus, he
departed, leaving Sooddbeh to pine in the flame of
separation.  Souddibeh however again, under pre-
tetice of affiancing the prince to s maiden of royal
blood, sent for him, by the order and permission of
Kai Kaoos. The queen, having now 4 manifest rea-
sun for an interview, chose a place for a private
audience, where she openly laid before him the secret
purpose of her soul, Siyawesh, from a sense of
filial duty and of the paterval dignity, was struck
with horror and aversion at the declaration : and
though Soodibeh had recourse to the most pressing
solicitations, hev efforts were altogether unavailing

and fruitless.  As no hope of his compliance now
* yemained, she accused him to his father of an at-
tempt to dishonour the Hirem, Although Siyéwesh
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strenuously endeavoured, by convinemg proofs, 1o
clear himsell from the imputation, Kioos remaimed
dissatisfied. It was then af lst resolved, that 4 great
fire should be made, through which these two silver-
bodied models of beauty were to pass; and which-
ever went through the crucible of trial with undi-
minished standard, the eoin of that person’s exist-
ence was to be declared free (rom impurity and
alloy, The fire now blazing forth, the fames
mounted to the pharos of the sun; and Sooddibeh,
cotiscions of her guilt, would not set foot in the
destruetive element :  but Siyawesh, like o salaman-
der, thought not about the flames, but entered the
consuming fire at one side, and came out at the
opposite extremity without receiving the smallest
injury. After such a proof, Kai Kioos lavished on
lin the greatest kindness, and proposed to punish
Soodibel for her erimes: but through the inter-
vession  of SiyAwesh, the trencherous woman was
rescued from the fangs of death.

In the course of these events, the king's spies
reported to him, that Afrasidh had ervossed the
Jihiim with an army of intrepid warriors, and had
encamped. in - the district of Balkh, propared for
war and battle. In order to avert this evil, Kai
Kioos at first proposed to march in persoy, and
shake to its foundation the palace of his vile enémy's
existence: but Siyfiwesh, whose mind was broken
down with uflliction by Soodabel's wsccusation,

L
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requested that the expedition might be entrusted to
him, so that by a short absence from court he
should banish from his soul the remembrance of the
dreadful circumstance which had occurred. Kai
Kioos granted his virtuous son’s request, and said,
*“ Whatever is requisite, in point of money and
“troops, is all ready.” Siydwesh on this, having
selected twelve thousand cavalry, with as many in-
fantry, made this representation to the king:—* The
* assistance of Rustam Dastiin, the asylum and stay
“ of the king and the army, is indispensably neces-
“ sary in this crisis.” The king having assented to
this proposal, thus ordered : # Let the prince first
* proceed to Nimrooz, in order that Rustam may
* on that day gird his loins in the prince’s society.”
Siydwesh having thus completed all his arrange-
ments, departed from the capital, and directed his
course to Sistin. As soon as the report of his ar-
rival was published in that region, Rustam hastened
to meet him with due cevemony; and returning in
the prince’s train, conducted him to a suitable
halting-place.

When forty days had passed in feasting and en-
joyment, they both set out towards the regions of
the East. Afrusidb also, at the head of the brave
warriors of Turdn, marched forward, to give them
battle, Both armies now drew near each other ; but
when they were anly two marches apart, the Turkish
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Prince, who during three successive nights had
seen terrible visions, became quite melancholy, He
communicated to his Ministers and confidants le
nature of the occurrence; on which they all an-
swered : * It is our interest to enter by the door of
* accommodation with our enemies, and make our
** goods and chattels the means of preserving our
“ lives and honour.”  Afrasifb having listened with
attention to the unanimous counsel of his Ministers,
sent his brother Gurshiwaz with presents, precious
gifts, and letters, in which Rustam was mentioned
with the greatest respect. Gurshiwaz having ob-
tained the good fortune of an andience, proposed an
sccommodation. The reflection of the prince, en-
lightened as the sun, in concert with the elephant-
bodied champion, the overthrower of armies, re-
turned this answer: * This object will be attained
** as soon as Afrasidb shall make restitution of what-
“ ever has been procured by plunder in Irdn, and
* when every dwelling, which has been destroyed
“ by the passage of a foreign army, shall be re-
** stored to its former habitable state: lastly, one
* hundred persons, selected from the relatives and
** nobles of Afrasiab, shall be sent as a pledge to the
** imperial presence, to form part of the train of the
** victorious and fortunate sovereign.” Gurshiwaz,
on returning to the royal presence, explained the
result of the conference; and Afrasiib immediately
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complied with &ll the demands made by the Prince
and Rustam, and sent them a hundred persons by
way of hostages. The edifice of peace being thus
built on a sure foundation, the conditions were rati-
fied on both sides by solemn oaths ; after which,
Siylwesh sent ambassadors to his father, to acquaint
him thst peace was made. Kai Kfioos, on receiving
this intelligence, was mortified and astounded ; so
that he appointed Tis, the son of Nauzer, as his
€nvoy, to convey this message :—* At last, the wiles
* and artifices of Afrusiib have made an impression
“ on you, so that you were deceived by receiving a
** hundred obscure individuals, who are not, collec-
“ tively, worth a barber-surgeon’s fee: but whenever
“ the aged entrust matters of importance to boys,
“ such is always the result.* The sum of the in-
structions of Kai Kaoos to Sivéwesh was as follows:
“Send in chains to me the hundred hostages de-
* livered by Afrusidb: retarn his presents: lead your
“army into Turin, and quit not that country until
* further orders: but if you ere unable to sequit
** yourself of this important charge, transfer to Tas,
“ the son of Nauzer, the banner of Givah, the trea-
“sure, and the army, and return to me.” When
Siyawesh and Rustam had learned the king's dis-
pleasure and wrath, Rustam was so offended, that he
immediately returned to Zabulistan : and Siyviwesh
said: * I do not esteem it lawful to violate my oath
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“ or break my promise : in my sight, the commands
* of God are superior in authority to the orders of
* princes.” SivAwesh having sent back the hundred
hostages to Afrasiib with every demonstration of
honour and respect, then delivered the command of
the army to Tis, the son of Nauzer; and, accom-
panied by his own train, went into Turin along with
Pirdn Wisah, one of the most distinguished nobles of
Afrasiib: he then proceeded to kiss that monarch’s
hands, and was received by him in due ceremony.
He commanded two thrones to be placed on the
court of audience ; on one of which he himself was
seated, and the young prince of Irin on the other :
and making a great feast, he assigned to him both
revenues and lands. The dignity of Siyiwesh in-
creased every day; so that at last, from the rank of
the kings guest, he attained the honour of being his
son-in-law, and received from the Turkish prince his
daughter Ferangfz in marriage. After this, the rank
ol Siydwesh was so greatly advanced, that the
brothers and relations of Afrasidb envied him greatly,
and continued with one aceord to plot his ruin, until
the fatal period, when, by the calumny of Gurshiwaz,
they were enabled to lay the axe to the foot of the
gracefully-waving cypress of the streams of majesty,
and lop the head from the stem. It is related in
the Tarikh of Hafiz Abri, on the authority of other
writers, that the residence of Siyawesh was at some
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distance from that of Afrasiali; and that this place
had been enlarged by him into b great eity, in which
were erected many princely mansions.  Gurshiwaz
-l the other slanderers took occasion from this to
calummiate him so to Afrasidh, that he at last sent
Gurshiwaz to see Siyiwesh, saying to lim: “ If
** things be as reported by these persons, let Sivh-
“ wesh be put to death.”

" The Turkish sonarch listened to the slandorer’s words.
' Muy shume awalt him, for nnjustly shedding Siyfwesi's blood 1™

The night preceding the arrival of Gurshiwaz, Siya-
wesh saw a vision, which he interpreted as announ-
cing the approaching termination of his life: he
therefore thus spoke to his queen, who was at that
time pregnant: “* Thy fither has formed & design
“ against my life, and T every moment expect the
“ arvival of some one to put me to death : take thou,
*“ therefore, good care of the son whom thou now
“ bearest; for as soon as he reaches maturity, they
“will come from Irdn to seek him, and carry him
* thither: perhaps God will give him grace to te-
** compense the oppression to which 1 fall @ victim,
*““and to wvenge his father's blood” Whilst he was
Yyet speaking, Gurshiwaz arrived with a great multi-
tude ; and having summoned Siyéwesh to appear be-
fore him, began to enumerate his IMAZINaTy crimes ;
andl under this pretext they cut off his head on
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golden vase. When Rustam was informed of this
dreadful event, with burning heart mnd streaming
eyes he hurried to the court of Kai Kioos, the
flames of wrath ascending from the furnace of his
bosom to the highest heavens, and streams of blood-
tinged tears gushing from the fountains of his eyes.
Before entering into conversation with K4oos, he
dragged Soddbeh out of the Hirem, and put her
to death. The account of Siyiwesh's death being
thus made publie, the men clothed themselves in
sackloth, the women went with dishevelled hair, and
Kai Kdoos, with all his nobility, on this calamitous
event, clothed themselves in black ; which custom
was long continued. When Afrasidib had fixed on
putting Siyawesh to death, it so happened that
Piran Wisah was then absent: but he no sooner
learned the news, than, giving himself up to lamenta-
tion and regret, he came into the presence of the
Turkish monarch, aund loaded him with reproaches
and invectives : but as the event had taken place,
it was now impossible to remedy it,

* Watch earefully the proper sewson of every thing; for of no
wvmil
* 1a the healing draught given 1 Subrib sfier bis denth "

() The fall of Sahrfib in sogle combat with his father Riastany,
both Sgnorant of their mual relutionship, forns o beantiful epi-
sodein the Shil Nimeh. This sffecting sovy lias been ably trams
lated, in & poetic versiom, by Jomes Atkinson, Fag:
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After this, the enemies of Siydwesh summoned Fe-
rangiz, then pregnant with Kai Khusrau, to appear
before them; and endeavoured to contrive some
way of separating the fetus from the mother; but
Pirin Wisah resolutely opposed the project, and
turned them from this dreadful purpose. He then
took Ferangiz under the asylum of his own dwell-
mg; where, when her time was completed, she was
delivered of a son of exquisite beauty and charms,
to whom they gave the name of Kai Khusrau, and
whom Pirin Wisah brought up with the greatest
attention: but, according to some writers, no sooner
was the young prince born, than Pirdin Wisah com-
mitted tiim to the care of some shepherds, who kept
him in the wilderness, until Geey the son of Gudarz
took him to Irin. It is said, that, after this, Kai
Kaoos held a general mourning; und having given
Rustam whatever troops and arms he demanded,
he then despatched the elephant-bodied champion,
with the banner of Gévah, accompanied by an im-
mense force, towards Turkestin. When Rustam
crossed the Jihiin, Afrasidb fled: but Gurshiwaz,
being taken prisoner, was put to death, by way of
retaliation : some writers however say, thut the
death of Gurshiwaz did not occur until long after
this period: others maintain, that when Rustam
directed his march towards the regions of the East,
Afrasiab sent Shidah, his son, with a hundred thou-
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sand horsemen, to give him battle: as soon as the
armues encountered, there ensued a dreadful com-
bat and immense slaughter: in the course of the
engagement, Faribarz, the son of Kfoos, coming up
to Shidah, hurled him from the saddle, and threw
him on the plain, with such force as to break his
neck :—

* Such is the custom of this harsh ond cruel world ;

" A person is ot one thne mounted ;- a¢ another, grovelling in the

dust. ¢

Ferdausee relates, in the Shih Ndmeh, that Shidah
fell in Kharezm, by the hand of Kai Khusrau: on
the whole, it must be observed that historians differ
widely on this point; their accounts being so va-
rious, that if they were all enumerated, this work
would become so prolix as to augment the fatigue
and ennui of the reader: consequently, the pen of
description following the middle path, thus con-
tinues :—Rustam having subdued the metropolis of
Afrasih, all the public treasures and concealed
hoards of that prince fell into his hands: and al-
though the conqueror, after this event, despatched
spies and scouts in every direction, he could learn
no intelligence respecting Kai Khusrau and Ferangiz,
who had been sent away by Afrasidb into the most
remote parts of Turkestin, Rustam, after this great

(") Literally, ome in sometimes on the saddle-hack ; st others, the
gaddle ix on his.
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and decided success, returned to Irin, where Kaj
Kioes received him with every demonstration of
honour and respect, seated him in lis presence
on a throne of gold, and conferred on him every
mark of favour and munificence; after which he per-
mitted him to depart to his own kingdom of Nim-
rooz. It is recorded by many historians, that the
sovereign of Irin, in consequence of a vision, sent
Geev, the son of Gudurz of Isfuhin, by himself into
Turkestdn, to find out Kai Khusrau: during seven
years, notwithstanding his unceasing exertions,
Geev was unable to attain this ohject: at last he
observed Kai Khusrau in & mead, engaged in the
sports of the chase, and recognised the prince by
intuition ; and he, who was well worthy of the
Kaianian throne, being inspired by Heaven, shewed
due respect to the heroic Geev: they both went to
Ferangiz; and adopted this resolution, that having
barrowed the rapidity of the lightning and winds,
they should instantly set out to attain their object.
It is said that Siyiwesh had a steed which disap-
peared on the day of his death, and had never since
submitted to any one’s power or controul; but
when Kai Khusrau and Geev went out to look for
horses, they observed this one in the herd: when Kai
Khusran approached, the horse stood quietly, mntil
he had bridled, saddled, and mounted him; at which
mstant the rider vanished from the sight of Geev.
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The champion of the world was lost in astonishment;
and said to himself: “ During seven years 1 have
“ undergone innumerable toils and difficulties: but
* the moment I was permitted to behold the auspi-
“ cious features of Kai Khusran, alas! some evil spirit
“ has torn him away.” At that moment this inesti-
mable pearl of royalty became suddenly visible on
the summit of a mountain.—Geev, having devoutly
returned thanks to the Almighty, went along with
the prince to Ferangiz; and, accompanied by her,
they hastened with the greatest expedition towards
Iran. At this juncture it was reported to Pirin
Wisah, by his spies, that some one who had come
from Iran to find out Khai Khusran had taken both
him and his mother to that country. Pirén, being
greatly troubled at the intelligence, immediately
despatched three hundred warriors of repute to pur-
sue the fugitives, and bring them back, wheresosver
they found them: this detachment overtook them
at midnight, whilst Kai Khusrau and Ferangiz
were asleep: but Geev, who kept watch, so unfurled
the banner of slaughter and contest in that fight,
that most of the assailants fell beneath his avenging
sword: those who survived the camage fled with
rapid flight, to implore the help of Pirin, to whom
they related all that had befallen them. Pirén re-
plied, * Tell not this circumstance to any one; as
“ it would be the height of disgrace for three hundred
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* famed warriors to be defeated by a single knight.”
Then Pirin himself, with whatever force he had
ready, set out in pursuit of Geev and Kai Khusrau ;
neither did he desist, night or day, until he came to
the foot of a mountain, the summit of which Khusrau
and Ferangiz had attained, in order to descend
the opposite side; and Geev, about midway up the
mountain, was slowly holding on his course. Pirdin,
‘on récogmising the friends, pushed towards them
with all haste. Ferangiz and Khnsrau, with the
wings of speed, urged on their way to the plains;
and as Geev went sometimes rapidly, sometimes
slowly along the road, Pirin was indnced to think
that he might possibly take him prisoner: he had
now got some distance from his men; and drew near
Geey, who suddenly throwing the lasso, allured to
the noose that neck which would not bow to the
ring of the revolving heavens, dragged him from
his horse, and brought him to Kai Khustau. The
prince, on beholding Pirdn in this state, burst into
tears, and addressed him with profound respect:
as Geev was preparing to put him to death, the
prince interceded so powerfully, that finally Geev
was satisfied with fastening Pirdn’s hands together
under his dress: he was then placed on his steed;
being first obliged to swear, that, until he reached
his own abode, he would neither order nor permit
any one to untie his hands, When the fugitives
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arrived at the Jibim, they could wo where dis-
cover the vestige of & boat op. hoatman: on which,
Ferangfz gave way to alarm and lamentation = byt
Kai Khusrau observed, “ If God be gur protection,
what need of boat or boatman!” Op this, com-
mitting himself to the cable of eternal mercy, he
plunged with his swift courser into the Jilifin ;
Ferangiz and Geey following his example, they in
a short time erossed over from the gulph of destrye-
tion to the shore of safety, and were thus delivered
from the terror and power of Afrasial. When Kai
Khusrau had in this manner passed the Jililin, the
intelligence of his approach was soon conveyed, hy
couriers, to Rustam and Kfoos. At whatever city
the young prince arrived, he was met in due cere-
mony hy all the inhabitants; who, from his auspi-
cious looks, drew anticipations of Joy, and fancied,
“ Surely this is Siyiwesh restored to [ife!” When
the pear] of the casket of royalty appeared before
Kioos, this sovercign beheld the signs of excellence
and the characters of magnanimity evidently im-
pressed on his brow : he therefore placed his grand-
Son en a throne near himself, and transferred to
him the cares of administration and the minage-
ment of the military, He also exalted the dignity
of Geev by various acts of royal favour—the gift of
the golden crown, the dismond-studded zane, and
splendid robes of honour, It is reluted, that when

I
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first Kui Kéoos entrusted the reins of indulgence
and restraint, along with the concerns of the humean
tace, to the vigorous intellect and talents of Kai
Khusrau, Tiis the son of Nauzer, from attachment
to Faribarz the legitimate son of Kdoos, began to
excite disputes about the succession; and matters at
last came to such extremities between him - aml
Geev, that the dispute nearly terminated in deadly
strife. It was at last agreed, that whichever of the
rival princes subdued Behmen Diz in Ardebil (the
battlement of which, for muny years, had never
been seized in the noose of subjection to any prince
however powerful) should be seated without dis-
pute on the imperial throne. Faribarz and Tis
first sut out to besiege this fortress; but although
they displayed the greatest energy, awl adopted
every means for suceeeding, their efforts were un-
attended with any useful results, and they were
consequently obliged to return with blasted hopes.
But no sooner was the radiant glory of the mighty
prince, the fovourite of Fortune, reflected on the
fortress and its defences, the props of which were
as firm and immoveable as the Pyranids of Egypt,
than they seemed to crumble ta picces.  Kai Khus-
ran having returned crowned with success, Kioos
adorned by his auspicious presence the royal throne,
and confirmed Geev in the post of Vizir and Gene-
ral of the armies of Irin, Shortly after this, Kioos,
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preferring a life of seclusion and abstenction from
worldly affairs, employed himself wholly in supyli.
cating merey and pardon, after a reign which is said
to have lested one lundred and fifty yewrs. ‘This
monarch's title, in the Mufitib-al-ulim (Keys to the
Sciences), is said to have been Nimrod, which is in-
terpreted, Lam ¥Yamut, or “ Immortal.”

Among the praphets who entered on their mis-
sion during his reign ave reckoned Diood and Sulai-
min, on whom be the peace of God!

Among the culpable actions aseribed to Kioos,
is his attempt to ascend to heaven: but this tra-
dition is exceedingly improbable; as he was a sove-
reign of profound sagacity; and had besides in his
service a number of learned men, all of whom knet,
to a certainty, that without the intervention of
Jubreel and the assistance of Bork it is impossilile
to set foot in the emerald canopy of the skies. 1t
was one of his maxims, that TVhe best of things, is
counsol; the most excellent, health: the most complele,
wecurity; the most delicious, wealth; the most precious,
religion ; and the purest, justice. He also says, Ae-
tions are the fruits of thought ; which they vesemble,
Just as the fruits of trees assimilate to the parent
seeds; thatis; if the workings of intention and the
operations of reflection be applied to the attainment
of perfection in our pursuits, and to the correction of
evil propensities, all our actions will necessarily ter-

R2
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minate in the path of righteousness and the causes

of prosperity. He has also said: Purity repels

misfortunc ; and evenls are pledged to their seasons:
The author of the Tarikh Manjem, in concluding

the History of Kioos, speaks thus :

* Although in splendor he reared his throne 1 the skies,
“ He finully bore his splendor to the cavern of the tomb.
“ Fate had now disposed of the mansion of his bady,

“ And tioled him down from the throne o the bier ®.—
« The world has dooe muny deeds of this kind 3

# Fortune has not thoe acted fir the fims time:

* (O the head of one shie places the golilen crown,

“ And luys snother prostrate in the gloomy dist

“ On one she bounteouly confers prmp amd power,

* Amil consigne another to fonl disgruce.

“ No one hias power o tter o wird mgainst her Inws;
* Nor must uny one be satonished at this ciroumstanee.
“ We must deliver over our concerns to the Crentor’s care;
“ For all the Creator’s acks are done in wisdom."

THE HISTORY OF KAl KHUSRAU.

Tius prince was the precious pearl of the necklace
of fortunate sovereigns, the most excellent produc-
tion of the seven heavens and the four elements:
such was his might, that he could cope with the
empyreal heaven and the revolving skies: the irre-

¢ Literally * 1o the washing-plank.” on which they wash the
llﬂ"Pﬂ.
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sistible force of his mandates appeared as » type of
Destiny and an example of Fate. Nosooner had the
sound of the imperial kettle-drum reached the heur.
ing of the human race, than the kings of remote ye-
gions and the rulers of every realm assembled under
the shadow of the standard distinguished by victory ;
and Kai Khusran, both by lereditary right and
superior: talent, assumed the reins of empire, and
regulated the arrangement of public affsirs. He
rescued from violence and oppression the cultivators
who had been buffeted by adversity and trampled
umder foot by tyranny : he always regarded as an
imperative duty the conferring of grace and honour,
benefits and notice, on all men, in proportion to
their state and suitably to their rank. Tn all the
statutes and ordinances of government, he closely
imitated the precedents of his ancestors: without
exagzeration, whatever be the hyperbole or force of
expression employed in the chapters which record
the virtues and glorious attributes of this distin-
guished prince, even to this very day the fingers of
description confess their werkness and inability to
etumerate them in a suitable manner,

The urgent concerns of the State being now
settled, and the affsirs of the military and cultiva-
tors being definitively arranged, the desire of aveng-
ing the blood of Siyiwesh broke out in the king’s
breast : and as to this wepe added the excitement of
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Kéoos and the exhortations of Rustam, he there-
fore assembled the nobles of his realm and the Mi-
nisters of the presence, whom he thus addressed :—
“ Our principal and most suitable concern is, to
** regard with attention the state of the cultivators,
“in order that all ranks of my subjects may have
** the necessaries of life prepared for them: in the
* next place, the property of this class should be so
** secured against oppression, that they may cheer-
** fully devote themselves to the service of the Great
" and Glorious God ; and, ulso, execute on every
** oceasion our commands, which are in every way
*“ conformable to the pleasure of the Almighty : and,
* lastly, that they should be enabled to pray eon-
“ tinually for the perpetuity of our daily-inereasing
“ prosperity :—

* Let this form the main object of all your desire,

“To be ever vigilaut in promoting the cultivator’s happiness.

* You all well know the cruel oppression exercised
“ by the tyrannical Afrasidh towards Siyhwesh, my
“ sire. At present, resolution and honour equally
“ render it my sacred duty to require my lamented
“ father’s blood at his hands. Now say, What de-
“ termination does your wisdom form on this head "
On this, one of the assembled chiefs, distinguished
for consummate prudence and intelligence, returned
this answer :—
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** W are ull the king®s devoted bondsmen,

* Geey, Gudara, and all hers present

* On whatever the king may finally resolve,

“ We unanimously gird our loins in obedience to his behest.”
All the Teaders and chiefs with one voice repre-
sented: * Our only desire in this world is, to un-
* sheathe the avenging sword : through the Divine
“ favour, and the splendor of the royal fortune,

* We ghull make the world wo norrow for the wicked,
* And bring destruction on the proaperity of Afrasiil -

* as the sovereign of the world, splendid as Feridoon
*“ and glorious as Jemsheed,

= Through the falsehood of the iniquitons Gurshiwes
* Hud the features of his prosperity. overcast with gloom,”

When Kai Khusrau heard the chiefs express
themselves in this manner, he issued his mandate to
Faribarz the son of Kdoos, and Tis the son of Nau-
zer, with thirty thousand horsemen, the lions of the
forest of battle and the crocodiles of the sea of con-
test, to direct their march on Turin, and exert all
might and main to ravage its cities and bind their
opponents in chains. When SiyAwesh, from aliena-
tion towards his father, took shelter under the
powerful protection of Afrasiib, he is said to have
espoused a distinguished maiden, related to Pirdn
Wisah; by whom he had a son, on whose beauteous
form, had he been now in existence, Reason hersell
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would have burst out into panegyric, und have ye-
cited the evil-averting charms on the fuir proportions
of his imbs. His father gave him the name of
Ferood: but when the alliance with Feranglz, the
daughter of Afrasidb, took plice, in order to remove
all grounds of dispute, by the advice of Pirin Wisah
toth mother and child were sent to her fither's
house. Kai Khusrau, knowing that his brother
Ferood then governed one of the fortresses of Tursin,
when bidding adien to Ths, at the moment the ex-
pedition was setting out, thus addressed him:— * Yon
" must take heed, in the advance of the army, to
*adopt such A route, as not to have my brother's
“eastle in the line of march: but supposing the
“ route of the troops to be in that direction, tread
“in the path of mildness and humility : for as soon
*as he learns the abject of our expedition, and be-
" comes acquainted with the reasons which induce
“* the men of Irin to pass through those regions, he
“will espouse his brother's cause, and, from the
“ ties of consanguinity, use all his energy to obtain
“ retaliation for the blood of Siviwesh."—When he
hud thus given full instructions, Faribarz the son of
Kaoos, and Tis the son of Nauger, set ount. 1t so
happened, that the amy took the road which led to
the vicinity of Ferood's enstle: and the youthiul
prince hiad no sooner hieard of their approach, than,
with the rashness and mmpetiosity natural 1o youth,
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he came out of his castle at the head of & numerous
hody of intrepid warriors, for the purpose of giving
hattle, The determinution of Tiis to observe for-
liearance towards the young prince became changed,
so that he grew incensed at the violent disposition
of Ferood and his provocations to battle: however,
his unshaken prudence and powerful reason curbed
the reins of passion from giving way to feelings of
wrath: he therefore shewed no eagerness to accept
the battle, but sent ambassadors with this message:
—"* The prince is a scion from the garden of the Kai-
* anians, and a shoot trnsplanted from the orehard
“ ol royalty : & brother is like the blossom in the
“ garden of joy, and the bestower of delight ou the
“ days of life: it therefore behoves the prince to
“ quit the attitade of hostility towards us.  But if’ he
““ act not-in concert with ug, at least let him reflect
“ on the propriety of avoiding violence: for even
“if' the dust raised by me were to settle on the
** skirts of his reputation, it would alienate the royal
* mind, and bring distraction iuto the king's sonl.
. Wihin we were seitisuraout for this region,
“The justice practisine monsrch bonod me by outh =

4 Walk thom ouly i the puthes of Truth,
* And deviate oot frnn fer words and deeds” ™

Ferood, however, from the presumption. of youth,
making light of the counsel of the experionced suge,
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persevered in determined hostility : he disregarded
us: base this wholesome counsel and advice, and
rashly stood in the foremost ranks, in the centre of
the fight: but this tender rose was soon hurled
down into the dust of min by the boisterous blasts
of calamity. Assoon as the tidings of this dreadful
event reached Kai Khusrau, he gave himself up to
anguish and woe, to lamentation and mourning ; and
he immediately wrote to his uncle Faribarz a letter
to this purport:—" On you is hereby conferred
“aathority over the srmy, with full powers, un-
* checked and undivided by the interference of any
“ other. Send to me Tis the son of Nmuzer in
*“ chains, under the care of 4 numerous body of
* vigilant guards : after which, at the head of the
* troops committed to your zeal, you are to advance
“into Turkestan; and not be under any apprehen-
** gion about Afrasidb, as I shall very shortly, with
* a well-appointed force, direct my steps towards
“ that region.” Faribarz, in obedience to his sove-
reign’s mandate, having londed Tis with chains,
sent him to the imperial court.  On his arrival there,
Kai Khusmau ordered Tis toa pluce where he could
i person address him in the language of reproach :
uThy descent from Minucheher and thy grey hair
i (Five thee the glad ssurance of Tife;

“ Otherwise I would have ordered that instantly
* The exccutioper shodld sover thy head from thy shoolders.”
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In the mean time, Faribarz, at the head of the army,
entered the territories of Afrasiab, accompanied by
the chiefs of Fars, among whom was Guadarz the
son of Kishwid : on learning which, the monarch of
the East despatched Pirain Wisah, with a multitude
of experienced warriors, to meet the invaders, The
armies soon encountered, mnd mutually planted in
each other's bodies the sword and dagger : the Angel
of Death was unceasingly employed, from the dawn
of moring until the approach of night. At last
the Turkish army obtained the victory : Faribarz
was obliged to fly; and seventy persons of the family
and household of Giidarz were plunged into destruc-
tion: this hero, after a thousand wiles, was scarcely
able to extricate himself, with a few of his sons,
from the scene of slaughter: he, however, at last
rejoined Faribarz: and they hastened, with the pe-
mainder of their force, wounded and dispirited, to-
wards the king—

“ Their bodies perforated hike mieves, from arrow-wonnds,

* And every cheok tinged with jovumibiced lnes ;

* Ope smitten vy the hend by the ponderons muce,

“ Others ernshed by the wielder of the club;

* The faces of some still covered with clotted gare,

* And athers siill smarting from the welltempered sword ™
Kai Khusrau, on beholding théir condition, was ex-
ceedingly afflicted, and lost in amazément : he gave
full loose to the reproach of his uncle, and addressed
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him with bitter taunts:—* The cause of this cata-
“ stroplhe, and the source of this dreadful misfortune,
** proceeded from disobedience of my orders and
“ neglect of my instructions,  You leagued your-
“ self with Tis, and therefore did not adhere to
“ my advice. It has been observed by the sage,
* that whenever subjects oppose the sovercign's
" rules, and deviate from his commands, the con-
" stitution-of the world is thereby corrupted ; the
“interests of mankind go to ruin, military discipline
* 18 subverted, and the concerns of the cultivator
“neglected.”  The complaints made by Gadarz, of
the want of firmness on the part of Faribarz during
the action, cansed additional blame to be cast on
him : the world-protecting sovereiom, however, dis-
tinguished Gidarz by his royal favours; to which he
added liberal promises, and ordered him, at the head
of the rank-breaking heroes, once more to return
to Turin, and avenge himself on Afrasiab. At this
time, also, Tiis, having found intercessors, was set
at liberty; and an imperial edict was issued, enjoin-
ing him to accompany Giidarz on the expedition.
As soon as a mighty army was again assembled,
the chiefs of Iran once more turned to the regions
of the East: and Afrasidh, on leaming the intel

gence, appeinted Piran with a force of valiant cha

pions, who regarded the day of battle as the nig
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of revelry, to encounter Giidarz. When the armies
drew nigh each other, they became agitated, and
put into movement, like the heavens: with death-
dealing weapons they mutually displayed scenes of
heroism and intrepidity : but at last, the soldiers of
Irin were again put to rout, and obliged to lortify
themselves in Mount Hamavun, which is also called
Narti; and the men of Turin, having come to the
foot of the mountain, exerted themselves in making
prisoners, slaughtering, and harassing them. In
the course of these events, the Khakian of China,
and Shaukal Prince of Hindustan, with mighty
armies more numerous than the sands of the sea,
came to assist Pirin Wisah: on which, the sol-
diers of Irin began to despair of safety.  After this
despondence, by the mandate of the king, whose
munificence is boundless as the ocean, Rustam
Dastin joined the soldiers of Tran; and having again
elevated the standard of slanghter and contest,
he seized, in the lasso of eaptivity, Kémis, who
had assisted the invaders. ‘The flames of carnage
and battle raged with increased violence during
many days, until the Khikin himself was taken
prisoner: on this, the remainder of the invaders,
erying out * Whoever sares his head has acquired
greal guin,” turned away from the field of battle.
The rose-bowers of Khorasian being thus delivered
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from the vile thorns of traitors and rebels, Rustam
and Gadarz, crowned with triumphant suceess,
hastened to kiss the feet of the monareh of the
human race. Some time after this event, Kai Khus-
rau, again reflecting with himself’ on the iniquitous
proceedings of the Turkish prince, issued forth sn
order to four Generals, cach accompanied by se-
veral thousand horse, to advince, in lour opposite
directions, on the capital of Afrasidb : mmong these,
Gidarz with the banner of Gavah, which the kings
~of Irim never lost sight of, was detached towards
Balkh; it being the king's intention to set out im-
mediately after him, s the same direction. When
Afrasiab heard of the arrival of Gadarz, he sent
Pirin Wizah and his brothers with s mighty host,
numerous as the stars of heaven, powerful as the
ocean-billows, to give the mvaders battle; heedless
of this truth, that when prosperity is to be sue-
ceeded hy reverses, and happiness exchanged for
calamity, no advantage can then acerue from abun-
dant preparation, extent of power, greatness of
wealth, or the number of troops ;—according to the
saying of the sage:
* When the period i cxpired, no resource is of uny aveil”

When the two sormies met, and the hostile ranks on
both sides encountered, the lion-ike champions,
and the heroes of the lists of war, shot, like the sun’s
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rays, over the field of battle : with four-bearded
arrows®, heart-rending daggers, and head-crushing
maces, they made the expanse of the field of battle
like the red willow. The dreadful slaughter con-
tinued three days, with such unceasing fury, that the
wide plain was turned into mountain and hiil from
the heaps of the sluin and wounded :—
“ IF with the eye of rellection you comtemplate this eurth,
* ¥ou will discover thousands of heads under yonr feet.
*“ How could you disoover congesled blood In the honrt of e
Loeilili A
“I o thorn from heaven had not pieses) the bosom of the
muonntaio #
" The mose-bod imprints w seor on the breast of the ot :
“Or if not, from whot conse proceeds its purched  lips and
humid eyes ¥
* Puss with the rapidity of wind over the mlip-beds,
* That yeu muy behold the crowned heads in the duar, drowied
inn blood.”
In this battle, Pirin Wisah fell by the hand of
Yizdah of Irin; and Gurshiwaz, brother to Afra-
siib, met with the recompence due to his deeds: an
the whole, nearly two hundred thousand men fell
on the side of Afrasifb, and the rest fled in dismay.
At the moment of gaining this memorable victory,
the Pisciform royal banner of Kai Khusrau bocame
visible in the horizon of the field of battle: on

O 3k



206

which Gudarz commanded every bannered chieftain
to raise his standard, and place avound their respee-
tive ensigns their prisoners and sluin : after giving
these orders, he hastened in due ceremony to meet
the royal train, and laid the position of affairs he-
fore the king, Kai Khusrau, casting a glance on
each ensigm, knew by this how each chieftain had
conducted himself. When he came to that of
Gidarz, and beheld the body of Pirin Wisah, he
burst into tears, and, alighting from his horse, laid
his blessed face for some time on that of Pirin: he
then gave orders for the hody to be well washed
after which it was wrapped up in pure garments of
great value, and interred in a suitable place. At
the foot of Geev's banner he beheld Gurshiwaz
lying prostrate ; on which he again dismounted, mnd
severed the traitor’s head from the vehicle of his
body. He next held a public assembly, in which
he rendered the chiefs of the army delighted and
encouraged by royal distinctions and munificent
donations. To Faribarz he gave the provinces of
Kermin, Ky, and Mekrin: to Giidarz, the revenues
of Isfahidn, Jirjin, and Kuhistin : the other chiefs
were also rewarded in the same proportion, so as
to satisfy their desires, and secure their attachment,
When the account of Pirin Wisah's death reached
Afrasidb, he sent his son Shidah, with a great and
powerful army, to give Kai Khusrau battle. The
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hostile armies encountered each other in the plains
of Kl'a ; and @ dreadful combat ensued, in
which Shidah having fallen by the hand of Kai
Khusrau, that prince said, = Khar vazmf bid," 7.e,
*“This was an easy victory,” or * Khar razm{-" from
which expression the country was called Khoraz-
mia, The victorious monarch then directed his
march to Kunk, the imperial residence of Afrasidb,
im the fort of which he besieged him; and that
prince, at lust despairing of succour, fled from the
castle by a4 mine, which he had prepared against
an emergency of this nature.  On this, Kai Khus-
rau having won the castle, all the relations and
veiled beauties of Afrasidb fell into his hands: but
they found so secure an asylum in the shelter of
the victor's generosity and attention, that no kind
of violence was offered them.  Afrasidh long wan-
dered about, as a fugitive, in different parts of the
world; but was at last made prisoner in Azarbdi'jin,
and brought before Kai Khusran., Some writers
say, that at the expiration of three days he was
put to death, by the command of the sovereign of
the world; whilst others assert, that the king, on
beholding him, felt emotions of compassion to such
a degree, that Gadarz, alarmed lest Afrasidh should
obtain a guarantee for life, without the king’s per-
mission delivered the captive’s body from' the in-
cumbrance of his presumptuous head. Kai Khus.
rau being thus delivered from the hostility and

- |
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alarm of Afrasih, removed from Azarbdijin to
Balkh. Whilst in that country, he one day having
assembled the chiefs of the military, the Ministers,
and the chief cultivators, thus addressed them ;:—
“ The deductions of reason, and the evidence of
= History, uniformly prove, that whatever proceeds
“ from nonentity to the high road of existence is
“ impressed with the calamitons traces of death;
* and also, that whatever assumes the garments of
“ ereation and permanence in the regions of ex-
« jstence, falls inder the dread necessity of perish-
“ ing. What reliance can therefore be placed on an
“ pecident which comes toan end ! or on a power
« pregnant with the seeds of dissolution and de-
“ struction ! My direct road and sure path is to
“ dissever, with the shears of divine grace, all con-
“ nexion and attachment to worldly concerns: so
“ that perhaps, through the attraction of God’s in-
“ spiration, joined to holy illumination and desives,
“ [ may finally be associated with the inhabitants of
“ the angelic spheres, and become the companion
* of those who dwell in the mansions of holiness.

** As long us Thy love has not entirely divested me o’ egpotism

“ 1 earmot git with Thee sceording to rivy wishes, freed fram self';

“ I am the thorn of my own way, HRelease me from soyself,

" That distinctions of persons may be effaced, and Thou and 1
blended Ao o 817

(*3 Tz #» unneoessary to observe, that these four lines allmle o
the Sufee doctrnes of sheorption or identifiention with the Deity.
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When e had coneluded this harangue, he appointed
Lohorésp his successars at the same time carnestly
exhorting and entreating all people to pay due de-
terence to his commands and prohibitions. Having
urged them on this head with anxious earnestness
and impressive eloquence, at the expiration of the
same day he bade adien to his former aofficers of
State, and the veiled matrons of unspotted honpur—

“ At the moment when the peacacks of the staes

* Expanded over the skies their pinioes snd tails §

* When they enveloped the face of Nuture in piteliy dorkness,

" Aud Hilled with smoke the spmce from earth- bearing Piseis 10

th aiom,"
He then departed from among the people, and no
one ever after found a trace of him. 1t is recorded
in some Tirikhs, that Suluiman (on whom he
peace!) having made preparations for seizing Kaj
Khusrau, that prince fled from Istakhar towards
Balkh, where he perished. Ferdausee also relates
his disappearance in such moving strains, that tears
streum from the realler's eyes whilst sympathy burns
up his heart. Whoever desires more knowledge on
this subject, must read some of that writer's works,
The generality of historians assign to Kai Khusran
@ reigm of sixty years; but the author of the Thrikk
Muajem says this :—
* When during u lunidred yonrs (s celebeansl prines

" Succeeded in sccomplishing Whatever e desired,
$2
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* Ile was; like the truly sage, ot lost convineed
“ Thint this woeld s but o micge, and we the thirsty travellerss -

% The more the parched wanderer urges on his speed,

S The mome be incresses his consnming thirs,

“ He conferred the imperial diadem on Loborfap,

“ And declared him beir w the Raifinion throne and erown."

Hifiz Abrix thus records in his Térikh: ** Histo-
rians inform us that Kai Khusran made for himself a
shrine, with a pulpit; which accompanied him in
every expedition, and every place of residence : in
this, like the Prophets of old, he offered up prayers,
worshipping God in unity, and exhorting mankind
to adore the High and Almighty Lord.”

Some of the peaple of Farsistin state him to have
been a prophet : they also say that he made restitu-
tion of whatever had come to him from former
kings, which had been extorted from the cultivators
by unjust means: also, if one cultivator oppressed
another, he took back from the oppressor the pro-
perty of the injured person, and restored it to him
who had been wronged : he also granted an sllevia-
tion of imposts, and maintained the military from
the treasury. He summonsed none but the military
to his service : the Rayds were masters of their own
conduct; and in whatever aid he demanded of them,
he adopted no yexatious proceedings. This prince
deliberated carefully on every affair he undertook.
The very first day on which he ascended the throne
of sovereignty, he exhibited due attention to the
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commanders of the military, the nobility, the learned,
the Ministers of the State (that is, the masters of
the sword and pen, who moved in the circle of his
majestic train), the chieftains, feudal barons, and all
his subjects in general; thus conciliating and re-
joicing their hearts, and encouraging them by his
promise of justice and equity. The Kézee Baizdwee
relates, in the Nizdm-ut-tuwirikh, that among the
lustrions sages contemporary with Khusrau were
Pythagoras and Lokmin the Sage: this, however,
contradicts the tradition which ascribes to the for-
mer, in the time of Jemsheed, the discovery of the
science of Music, as has been before stated in these
pages. Tt is one of his sayings, “ Know that the
“ stability of the king and the cultivators is founded
“on wealth, which the Almighty has constituted the
" means of putting in order the concerns of this world
“und the next : cultivation iz the source of wealth,
“ auy, its mine:” that is; the stability of the king
and his people depends on wealth, which God has
appointed the means for both worlds: cultivation
and improvements are its fountain and its mine;
that is, the concerns of the world, and the advan-
tages of the children of Adam, are set in order by
means of wealth : in the season of undertaking and
engaging in important eoncerns, it is impossible to
enter into or commence them without the posses-
sion of riches, which thercfore constitute the most
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precious happiness and the most valned present
conferred by the nine heavens or the four elements<;

regard them, therefore, as being of high importance,
and expend them on the proper occasion; for the
source of wealth, nay, its mine, arises from the dif-
fusion of justice, the increase of liberality, alleviation
of imposts to the cultivators, and the increase of
population: it therefore behoves every prince, who
is desirous of treading with firm and unshaken step
the sanctuary of dominion, or of remaining free and
secure from the capricious revolutions of Fortune, to
attend carefully to these maxims, and never swerve
from these principles. Kai Khusrau's title was,
Mubirak, or Blessed; and, by the blessing of God,
his story is now completed +.

(%) Liwrally, * By the sblime fathers and the mothirs benoath.”

() " The history of Kai Khusran eorresponds, in several purticn-
lars, with the history of Cyrus; sa given by Herodotus.,  Sifwush
wis the son of Kai Kioos, but edocated by Rustam. He was
compelled, by coun intrigues, fly to Afrasifib, the king of
Tﬁuﬁn,whmeimgh.wr be - mareied, sud by whimn he was after
wards slain.  He left » son called Kai Bhusemu ; whom Afrasiih
resolved to put to denth, lest he shonld revenge his futher’s death
but this cruel intention was defonted by the humanity of his
Minister, Pirin Wissh, who presecved the child, committed him
mthutmnfuihcphaﬂ.udhdlﬁmduumdinlﬂmﬂ suit-
able to kis rank. The young prince aflerwards effected hiy
e=ape to the courr of his paternal greandfaibes, Kni Khoos, snd
wos placed on the throne of Persin duringe the lifetime of thut
momarch,  The first uct of his reign was o0 make war upon s
maternal grandfather, Afimsiih, whose aries were commanded by
Pirin, Wisih.  This humaue Minister i defidtod and aluin:
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THE REIGN OF LOHORASP:*

Tue Tiarikh Magjem calls Lohorésp, grandson to
the brother of Kai Kioos. There appeared no prince
of the Kaianian race more distinguished for ardour,
magnanimity, excellence, eloquence, liberality, and
strength of mind: but with so many good qualities,
he was severe and implacable, and never spared the
offender ; the sharp-edged sword and the point of
the resplendent lance were the invariable instru-
ments of reproof and punishment employed by him.
When Kai Khusrauinscribed on him the characters
of royaly, the nobles of Irfin were opposed to his
elevation : the aged Zaul, in particular, mentioned
many things unfavourable to Lohorisp; but Kai
Khusrau not only prevented him from holding such
discourses, but even induced him to display great
earnestness for Lohordsp’s election : and Zaul hav-
ing by such means obtained pardon for his pre-
Afrusilh met with the sume fate, nnd bis térrisordes (] oo the
possession of his victorions prandson. Kai Khusrau, ulter this
comuest, and many other schievements, determined 1o spend the
remainder of his duys in religious retirement : he procesded to the
spot be had selocted, where, we are told, he dimppesred ; ond his
train, nmong whom were sine of the most renowned warriors of
Persin, perished in u dreadful tempest,—This tradition ssems to
allude w0 the slaughter of Cyrus, snd of his whole army, by the
Seythians ander Tomyris."—Mavcous's Persia.

(") " The reign of this prince probably inclules those of Cam-
byses wud Smerdis."— Ihid.
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sumption, filled Lis mouth with dust. Some writers
however maintain that Zaul never consentad to the
authority and dominion of Lohordsp, nor ever paid
him homage; which misunderstanding entailed de-
struction on the children and descendants of both
parties.  Lohordsp being now undisputed sovereign,
caused a throne of gold, set with precions stones, to
be made, and fixed the imperial residence in Balkh.
The Ajemite historians assert that the Sultans of
Hindustin and Cheen girt their loins in implicit
obedience to his sway; also, that during his reign
he devoted himself, more than preceding monarchs,
to the subjugation of the world: they besides ascribe
to his reign the precedency and gradations of re-
ceivers and comptrollers observed among the Mini-
sters of Finance. At the time of his appointing
Rehdm, son of Giidarz, who is by some styled
Bakhtnasar, to the command of Trik Ajem, he said
tohim, *Lead an army towards the western regions,
“and whatever countries you subdue in that quar-
“ ter shall be dependent on you:; no other chief
“ shall interfere with them.” Although, on a former
occasion, our deseriptive pen has narrated in these
pages, from the Kitih Ghéniyeh and other Histories,
the actions of Bakhtnasar, and his laying waste the
Temple of Jerusalem; however, at present, in rela-
ting the history of Lohorfsp, the humble writer
could not reconeile to himself to leave this work
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destitute of what Tabarf says on this subject ; which
is as follows -—Bakhtnasar directing his course to-
wards the regions of the West, after long and toil-
some marches arrived on the confines of Shaum
(Syria): from thence he advanced to Damascus, of
which place he made himself master, by an arrange.
ment with the inhabitants: he then detached one
of his nobles against the Holy Temple, where at
that time reigned a king descended from Diood lon
whom be peace!) This prince also made a treaty
with Bakhtnasar's General ; who, taking the great
men of Israel for hostages, set out on his return.

On coming to Tiberias, a city of Shaum, he re-
ceéived this secount: “ The Children of Terael have
" mised a sedition against their king; and said to
*“ him, * You have dealt treacherously by us, in not
* giving battle to the commander sent by Bakht-
“nasar:" after which they put him to death, and
“made ready for battle” The above-mentioned
commander having stated this to Bakhtnasar, re-
ceived from him this order: * Remain in your
" present position until I join you; after which, we
“ will go together, and give them battle.” Bakht-
nasar ulso ordered him to put the hostages to death:
and then went in person against the Holy Temple,
where he committed the greatest devastation. As
to the other traditions about Bukhtnasar, such s his
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delivering Jeremiah, and his expedition agninst
Egypt, they by no means contradict what has been
before mentioned : being obliged to have recourse
to repetition, this much is sufficient. The same
Tarikh informs us, that Lohorisp had two sons,
named Gushtasp and Zareer; the former of whom
resembledthe lofty, gracefully-waving cypress, tower-
ing on high over the streams of good fortune, or the
moon, in the zenith of the sphere of royalty, arrived
at the limit of perfection: divine splendor and
royal majesty were manifestly pourtrayed on his
enlightened countenance; the fragrance of empire,
and the gales of authority, diffused their sweet odour
on every side. Notwithstanding this, Lohoriisp
distinguished the sons of Kai Kioos, and those of
former princes, beyond his own children; so as to
entrust them with authority over the provinces, and
the transaction of the most important concerns.
This conduct so greatly mortified Gushtisp, that
he induced a number of persons to enter into his
views, hoping by their co-operation and exertions
to gain an influence in the concerns of the State.
Lohorisp got information of the design; and Gush-
tasp having learned that his plot was discovered,
through dread of his father's rigid nature and
harsh disposition, quitted the kingdom, and, being
accompanied by a body of chosen domestics, began



267

to traverse the earth with the velocity of the wind,
until he reached the territories of Room. He
soon became so remarkable in that country for in-
trepidity and activity, that he attained high offices
and honourable distinctions. In short, it happened
at that period to be customary with the Ceesars,
when their daughters arrived at maturity, and con-
sequently were of an age to marry, to convene a
general assembly, at which the nobility and the
people were alike present: the emperor’s daughter
then rode through the meeting, with ax orange in
her hand ; and at whomsoever she threw tho
orange, that person obtained the honour of being
the emperors son-in-law. Whilst Gushtisp was
forced by circumstances to dwell in the kingdom
of Room, he heard that an assembly of this de-
seription was to be held : such an occurrence -
peared to him so extraordinary and novel, that he
went to behold it : he there saw the young nobility,
arrayed in splendid dresses and costly robes, che-
rishing presumptuous hopes. The emperor's daogh-
ter, whose nume was Kitibiin®, passed through the
assembly, surveyed each one, and then threw the
orange towards Gushtasp :—

“ Hjbmnlmkg&mudurmdm:huﬁghtmdmdmhﬁ;

* But my heart forsook the idols, snd wished for Thee nlone.*

) I some Mauuseripts, Kattyoon, probably o corruption’ of
Khifitoog, y » lady. " —Mavcaim’s Pereia,
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As Gushtisp was a stranger without power or splen-
dor, the emperor was incensed at Kitdbin's con-
duet; and though he gave her to the prince, he pre-
vented all kind of intercourse between him and his
bride. After this event, the emperor discontinued
that custom, and proclaimed : * I have two more
* daughters behind the curtain of seclusion : these
« 1 will bestow on whoever slays the dragon in
« such a valley, and the lion in such a thicket.”
There were at this time, in Room, two young
princes very desirous of being allied to the empe-
ror, although not possessed of sufficient bravery to
slay these monsters : they therefore consulted some
sage advisers for some remedy, and by their ad-
vice transferred the undertaking to Gushtisp, who
at this period was pointed out as one endued with
irresistible force and undaunted courage. The
princes having accordingly applied to him on this
sibject, Gushtdsp slew hoth the lion and the dragon.
During a long time he told no one of the circum-
stance; and the princes, who claimed to themselves
the glory of the enterprise, obtaimed the emperor’s
daughters. It happened, after this, that Gushtdsp
wis engaged in playing at ball before the king;
when he displayed such a decided superiority over
the other players in the management of his chukin,
that the emperor inquired into his state. Gush-
tasp, in relating some particulars of his story, gave
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such an account of the manmer in which the lion
and dragon were slain, that the real circumstances
were now ascertained. On this, the emperor he-
came reconciled to Gushtasp, offered many apo-
logies for his former conduct, and distinguished him
by accumulated favours and mumificence. It is said
in some Térikhs, that, during all this time, Gush-
tisp never uttered a word about his family to the
emperor or his daughter, but gave himself the ap-
pellation of Farrakh Zid: it is also stated, that
the emperor having obtained the victory over
many powerful enemies through the prince’s ef
fectual uid, at last, by his instigation, sent ambas-
sadors to Lohorasp, to demand tribute and contri-
butions. Lohorsp, who was astonished at this
presumption and boldness, at last ascertained that
such insolence and rashness could only proceed from
the reliance he placed on the support and aid of a
certain person. Alter this, Lohorisp, to conciliate
his son, gave to Zareer a crown and throne;, and
despatched him with a numerous army of brave
warriors to the confines of Room. When the ac-
counts of Zareer's approach became known, the
emperor transferred to Gushtasp the conduct of this
maportant affair. The prince, in the first place, ob-
tained permission to advance alone towards the
troops of Irdin; and afterwards, according to circum-
stances, to take measures for peace or war.  As soon
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#s Gushtasp drew near his brother, the two lumina-
ries were in conjunction, and the eyes of the Irinians
were enlightened by the sight of Gushtisp : then,
according to his father’s command, they placed the
crown on his head, and seated him on the royal
throne. After this ceremony, he sent the following
message to the sovereign of Room: *“ The emperor’s
“ presence is desired, in order that this important
“ affair may be settled agreeably to his wishes.”
The emperor hastened to the army of Irin; and,
on beholding his son-in-law seated on the throne,

4 The empirar knew full well this is Guslitsp,

“ The bestower of splendor, on the throne of Lohordap."
Gushtisp received him with every demonstration
of honour and respect, and seated him by his side :
after which, they celebrated the prince’s nuptials
with entertainments, banquets, feasting, and re-
joicing : on the termination of which, the emperor
sent his danghter Kitiblin to Gushtisp, along with
bridal gifts and rare objects which in quantity and
value exceeded the powers of caleulation. The
prince then set out for Irin; and after some days
was admitted to the honour of kissing his father’s
hands; so that he extinguished the violent fever
arising from the headache of events by the dranghts
of social intercourse. The zone of respectful obedi-
ence was so bound sbout his very soul, that the
signs of his good service were met by glances of
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approbation, and he was thus raised from the abyss
of disgrace to the pinnacle of glory. At this period,
Lohoréisp, having convened an assembly in the pre-
sence of his Ministers and the nobles of his empire,
appointed his beloved son as Yicegerent; conferring
an him absolute power in all circumstances, either
to relax or bind, to close up or break down : after
which ceremony, cmbracing seclusion and retire-
ment, he devoted himself wholly to the acquisition
of spiritual perfection, the attaimment of the me-
morials of purity, laying up the treasures of good
warks, and rearing aloft the steps of celestial glory.
The author of the Tarikh Maajem says, on this
head :

"Whurﬂ&aguhmtimp-mmdiumr:nﬂn Lakoriiap,

“ He declnred Gushitisp his sucesssor t the supremi Tale ;

* Whom, in his final precepts, he thus addressed: * O distm-
enished gy ¢

“ Turn aot wside from your grandsire’s institntes und paths ;

“Bﬁu!whﬂninthiwwﬂipmlhmqhﬁfa

“ As precading sovereigns have dime.

" T was once possessed of kingly power, treasures, and hosts ;

* Irfin und Turin were subject 0 my sway ;

“‘lhveryh!m'eummlwdnmmﬂhq;inmrﬁ!ﬁrﬂa

“m:pkndmufhmmdmnhmﬂfmhﬁmmy
pl'i‘ﬂ&m_s:

“'ﬂntmwthuhinﬂnfﬁ[nhegimhﬂmthewhg:

* The star of my prosperity sets in pain;

** Neither youth, nor iron mnce, nor force remaiy

"thhghmhﬂnfmn.e:wpl:glmimauuw.

* Iy, ton, desire o virtuous fame,

""l‘hi:hr.hnnuljrmudm;hﬁum repute,’
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The reign of Lohordsp lasted one hundred and
twenty years; and he was styled Balkhi, because the
greatest purt of his reign was passed in that region.
Many historians record, that he abandoned Istakhar
through fear of Sulaimén, and therefore fixed his
abode in Balkh. It is one of his sayings, that the
sovereign, in punishing offenders, and afterwards
taking them into favour, acts the part of an intelli-
gent and humane physician: who, on being obliged
to cut off one member in order to remove the
malady of the body, is obliged, after the operation,
to sew up what was lacerated, and heal whatever
was morbid: that is, the sovereign, in the correction
of the criminal, the punishment of siners, the re-
compensing of iniquitous deeds, or taking vengeance
on guilty conduct, resembles the ingenious physi-
cian and the skilful leech, who propose to cute the
diseased limb by incision, cautery, or amputation,
and so purify it in the first place from all morbid
matter : after which he necessarily promotes the
re-production of the flesh, the closing up of the mei-
sions, the junction of the dissevered parts, and the
healing of the wound. Whenever, therefore, & ruler
detects guilt in his attendants or officers, let him
order the infliction of the punishment, the due re-
ward of such conduct, so that oppressors and trans-
gressors may not, through impunity and audacity,
be prompted to undertake, with increased boldness,
enterprises which are either foul or criminal; nor be
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induced, by insolence, to attempt such enormities.
After such correction, the prince must endeavour to
heal and alleviate : let him apply the balm of for-
tune to the wounds of justice : let him pass away
from the recollection of guilt; and cover the past
failings and defects with the mantle of pardon : for
the wise have observed, Mercy, exercised in power,
exalls the ruler.” 1t is said, that as Nushirvin's
son was one day chastising a domestie with the
punishment of the scourge, he was accidentally ob-
sexved in the act by the upright monarch: who
asked his son, * What are you doing to that per-
son 2" The son answered, “ [ am correcting him.”
On which the king replied: Beware, lest, in
“ setting him right, you do something wrong: in
“ honouring virtue, or punishing guilt, keep the
*“ middle path pointed out by the holy Law ; never
“ allow vourself to transgress the bounds of modera-
“ tion, that you may not become liable to reproach
“or the punishment of blood, nor be found de-
*“ serving of censure and reprobation.” Lohordsp
also said, ** There is Srequently a general soundness
and a particular infirmity : that is, there ore many
healthy conditions co-existing with some mfirmity,
which however causes not injury or detriment to
what is sound,
" Wherever it is necesary to apply actual cautery,
* Should you affix u henling plaster, it is of no avail.”
T
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A AfORT MEMOIN WESPECTING THE AOE 1N WHIOH ZOHOASTER
APPEARED,

It scems almost impossible to ascertain the period in
which Zoroester lived: the conflicting testimonies of some
writers sssign 5000 or 500 years hefore the Trojan War;
8000 years before Plato; 600 ytars before the Expedition
of Xerxes into Greege; and others fix his appearance
under Darins the son of Hystaspes.

The profound Stanley, in his Lives of the Philosophers,
reckons up six Zorousters—the Chaldwean, or Assyrian;
the Bactrian, contemparary with Ninus; the Persian, or
Medo-Persinn; the Pamphylian; the Proconnesian, men-
tioned by Pliny; and the Babylonian, the master of
Pythagoras, aceording to Apuleins. This learned eritie
remarks, that we must not be surprised if the name of
Zoroaster, one of the benefactors of the human race, be
given to those who in after ages distinguished themselves
in & similar eareer,

Hyde supposes Durius to be the Gushtisp of Oriental
writers; fixes the veign of this prince st 519 n.c.; and
maintaing there was only one Zoroaster, who lived under
Darius the son of Hystaspes.

Buddwus, in his History of the Old Testament, vol.1.
on weighing the opinions of Stanley and other authorities,
comes to this hazardous conclusion:— If we carefully
+ comsider all this, it follows, that every thing said ahout
“ this ancient Zoroaster is exeeedingly uucertain, and
¢ that there are grounds for doubting whether such a
“ person ever existed” But in his 2d volume, he allows,
with Hyde, that there was n Persian Zoroaster, under
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Darius the son of Hystaspes; and from the authority of
Povock, who quotes Shulwistini and Abulfeda, e admits
* that Zoroaster was the Reformer of the religion of the
“ Magi, and that this Legislatar acknowledged but One
" Supreme, independent Prineiple, the souree of light and
“ darkness, gooi aund evil"

Pridesux demonstrates, from Classical sourees, that
Zoroaster, the author of the Zendavests, must have lived
between the begiming of the reign of Cyrus and the end
of the reign of Darius Hystaspes. He also adinits, rely-
ing om the authority of Pliny, a preceding Zoroaster, who
lived 600 years before Darius,

Bruncker, in his Historyof Philosophy, gives & summary
of all that has been written on the subject. He admils two
Zoroasters; the first « Babylonian astronomer; the se:
cond & Perso-Mede long after him, who appesred under
the reign of Durius Hystaspes.

In order to approximate 1o the age i which Zoroaster
lived, we must have recourse to three sources of informa-
tion—Ancient Writers, Oriental History, and the surviv-
ing Purser Records,

The testimony of those who lived in the third; fourth,
wad fifth centuries of the Christian era, and to whom the
history, books, nnd religious opinions of the Persians were
more familiar than to those who lived in subsequent
periods, most have no small weight in this inguiry.
ﬁmmianmﬂlmllhma. a Latin writer of the 4th century,
in the 23d Book of his History, states, thut * the Bactrian
" Zoroaster, in remote ages, mode many wdditions
“to tha religion of the Magi, which additions were de-
" rived from the mysteries of the Chaldeans ; and after

TZ
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“ him Hysiaspes, & most sage monarch, the father of
» Darius. This prince, in pursuit of knowledge, having
“ penetrated into the remote parts of Northern (Superi-
* oris) India, reached n secluded place amidst forests, the
i onlm retreats of which were inhabited by Brahmins of
» {he most exalted order @ being counselled by them, he
w directed his utmost attention to learning the principles
» of the motions of the universe and the stars, alzo the
« pure forms of warship. A part of what he had thus ae-
» quired he inculeated on the minds of the Magi; which
“ they handed down to their posterity, in conjunction with
v the science of foretelling fature events.”  This passage
appears decisive a8 to the fact of Hystaspes having intro-
duced important improvements fnto the religion of Zoro-
aster: and all Oriental writers agree that this prince long
survived him. The same author styles him " a Bactrign”
a designation perfectly snitahle to Zoronster the Persian,
whiose misston was principally exercised in Bactriana; and
equally applicable to Gushtdsp or Veshtésp, the proselyte
of Zoroaster, aud sovereign of the country hordéring on
India. The History of the Brahmin Chingrenghicheh
proves the relations maintained by this prince with the
Brahmins of India; the same History informs us, that his
Vizir, Jamasp, also travelled thither, 1o enjoy the advan-
tage of being instructed by this learned Bralmin,

It thus appears, that the Hystaspes of Ammiamus Mar-
ecllinus is the Gushtisp under whom, aceording to the
Zend Records and Oriental History, Zoroaster appeared:
and fis the historian adds, that the prince was the father
of Darius, he fixes the era of the Persian Legislutor to the
Gth century a.c. Asto the Hystaspes of whom Lactantius



7

speaks, in his Divin. Institul. lib, vii. ¢. 15, the books of
revelation then eurrent in his name, and his prophecy
about the destruction of Rome long before its foundation,
these particulars merely attest this prinee’s reputstion,
and, in point of authority, may be ranked with the Sibylline
Verses. Porphyry, de dbstinent. lib. 4. states that Darins
the son of Hystaspes wished to have recorded on his mo-
pumentthat he instroeted the Magi.  In Oriental writers,
we find Esfendidr, the son of Guslhitdsp, equally zealous,
and, moreover, commissioned by Zerdusht himself, to pro-
tect and propagate the new religion.

St. Clement of Alexandria, in A, p. 206, who fixes the
era of Pythagoras about the 62d Olympind, states, that
he was a zealous follower of Zorovaster, and that he con-
sulted the Magi. Jamblicus, in his Life of Pythagoras,
cap. 4, states, thut Pythagoras was taken prisoner by
Cambyses, gl earried with other prisoners to Babylon;
where, in his interconrse with the Magi, he was instructed
by them in their most holy modes of worship.  Apuleius,
in lib. 2. states, that “ Pythagoras was taken prisoner by
* Cambyses, and gurried into Egypt, where he was in-
“structed by the Magi, and particularly by Zoroaster
“ himself: but the more generul opinion is, thet he went
“to Egypt voluutarily to study the Egyptian sciences,
* nnd from thence set out to consult the Chaldzans and
“ the Brahmins.”

Diogenes, cited by Porphyry, says that Pythagoras,
when in Babylon, was instructed by Zabratus, Alex-
ander, who lived 86 w.c., in his book on Pythagorean
Symbols, as guoted by St. Clement of Alexandrin, ..
206, states that the Greek philosopher was taught by
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Nazaratus an Assyrisn; a name which is perfeetly suit-
able to Zoroaster, a native of Urmia, & town of Azarbai'jin,
bordering on Assyria. It seems therefore exceedingly
probable, that the Zoroaster of Apuleins is the same as
the Zabratus of Porphyry, and the Nuzaratus of St. Cle-
ment of Alexundria.

These different authorities unite in placing Zoroaster,
the aathor of the Zendavesta, in the middle of the sixth
centurys.c. The doubts expressed by Pliny, in his Nat.
Hist. lib. 30, about the number of Zoroasters, and the
appearance of an ancient Median Legislator, named Azo-
naces, 5000 years hefore the Trojan War, canuot weaken
these united testimonies sbout the latter Zoronster.
The first Zorouster, or Azonaces of Pliny, agrees with the
Hom, or Hedmo, the first and most ancient of Persian
Lawgivers. According to the Parsees, the first apostle
of the pure Law introduced by Zoroaster (which law is
merely the expression of the word of Ormuzd and exist-
ing from ull eternity) wse Hom or Hedmo. This cele-
brated personage presided at the primary distribution of
the waters, and impa.ru'd the necessary instinet to living
Beings. He instructed men to celebrate the Ferouers or
Intellectual Essences for whom the universe was crented.
Zoroaster tells the Parsees, that * Hom was the first priest
* of the Law which he now communicates to them; and
“that this Law was from the begioning practised in
* Heaven, from whenee also Hom received the distinetive
“ marks of the holy girdle and surplice.” 1t Lhowever
appears, from the Zendavesti, vol. L Part 2 p, 107, that
in the time of Hom the Law was not necompanied by the
numerous ceremonies afterwards engrafted on it; and,
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also, that it was followed by comparatively few believers.
In consequence of this, Ormnzd proposed anew the Law 1o
Jemsheed, who was horn to Vivenghtm in consequence of
the prayers addressed by him to Hom or Hedmo, To
this proposal Jemsheed replied, that he was not sufficiently
pure to practise the Law, meditate on it, and impart it to
the human race: but he pgreed to render the world
fertile, happy, abundant, and ecarefully governed, on
condition that Ormuzd made death and evil disappear
from the world during his reign. Jemsheed paid particular
adoration to fire. This simple law, which recognised one
Supreme Being, author of two subordinate principles,
the festivals and ceremonies of which were few in number,
and had relation to the origin and order of the universe,
is entitled Poériddakesh (dékosh, law, péérid, first), On
this aceount Jemsheed and his successors are called Pesh-
didians; that is, men of the First Law.

Such is the nccount given in Parsee records about this
primitive Legislator, who is undoubtedly meant by Pliny
in this passage. The similarity of his name to the sacred
Om of Menou is so evident to every Oriental scholar, that
it is only necessary to notice the remarkable coincidence,
The conenrrent testimony of Persian records informs us,
that Azerbid Malirespand, who was a eclebrated prophet
in the reign of Shihpiir, the successor of Ardeshir Bubo-
gam, 4.0. 240, was the thirtieth descendant from Zoroaster,
Twenty-nine generations, at four to a century, make 725
Fears: to this let there be 40 added, for the probable
age of Azerbiid ut the time of his assuming the prophetie
mission: if from the sum 765 we subtract 240 of the
Christiun ora, there will gemain 555, the time in which
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Zovoister lived .. There are four generations assigued
to u century; because, nccording to the Law of Zoroaster,
marringe is regarded as an act of religion, and children
looked upon as the steps or ladders for ascending to
Heaven, ‘The consistent observance of this precept must
have tended to multiply the generutions in the Legisla-
tor's Faly,

We arrive at the same conclusion by taking into ac-
count the veigns of the Persian monarchs, from the time
ufﬂuahtﬁap to that of Shithpir, in the following manner:—
The most-esteemed Oriental works present o series of
twenty-eight or twenty-nine princes from Gushtasp, un-
der whom Zoroaster appeared, until the time of Shiliptr
(Sapores), including thot prince; but on account of the
interval which these works suppose between Alexander
and the first Ashkanian prince, we may lengthen one or
two reigns, of assign a longer period to the Ashkanian
dynasty,

The chronological tables prefixed to the Shih Nimeh
give twenty-six kings snd ‘one queen from Gushtisp to
Shihpir, the second Sassanian king; and reckoning
Esfendigr, the futher of Behmen, we have twenty-eight
sovereigns, of whom the last eighteen were of the Ash-
kauian dynasty ; but some of those were of the doubtful
dynasty of Ashg, sccording 1o certain writers. Justin
tells us, in 1ib.41. ¢. 4, that during the first Panic War, in
the Consulship of L. Manlins Vulso and M. Attilius Regu-
lus, 256 a.c., the Parthians, commanded by Arsaces, re-
volted sguinst the Macedonisus : and as Artaxerxes, or
Ardeshir Babegan, the first Sassanian, ascended the Per-
sian throme A.n. 225 or 226, this computation gives about
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451 years' interval between Arsaces and Artaxerzes.
The chronological tables of the Shih Nimeh assign to
the eighteen Ashkanian princes 466 years .

The Nizam-ut-tavirikh assigns the dynasty 430 years ;
but the sum of the nineteen reigns amounts to only 415.
The Majmel-ut-tavirikh assigns #11 years and eighteen
princes to the Ashkanian dynasty.

In the Ferhang Jehangiri, and the Burbini-kiti, under
the head of Kashor, we find that Zoroaster planted two
cypress-trees under a happy nspect of the planets; one in
the village of Kishmar in Khorasdn; and the other in a vil-
lage of Tiiz, called Feriimad or Farmad, also in Khorasin,
The Magi believe that he had brought the roots or parent
shoots of these two trees from Paradise. The Khalif
Mutsvakkel, one of the Abusside Khalifs, when abont to
build a palace, gave orders to Talier, the son of Abdallah,
the governor of Khorasin, to have that tree felled, and
conveyed 10 Bagdid. The Khalif's order was executed,
although the Magi offered 50,000 dingrs for the preser-
vution of the tree; which had then, by undisputed 1radi-
tion, stood 1450 years. The first year of Mutavak-
kel's reigm is 282 of the Hejira, a.n, 846; and the last is
246 of the Hejira, a.n, 860, The 1450 years, if lunar, being
reduced to solar, give nearly 1408 : from which, accord-
g ns we subtract 860, the beginning of Mutavakkel's
reign, or 872, the eod of his reigo, there will remain

(") Mhe greatest difference and confusion rest on this point:
the Boun-dohesh-pelilevi gives 250 yesrs: the Jamfapl, 205: the
Shék Nimeh in general, 200: the Taviieikh Shih Nimeh, 176 :
the Tebkbt Nhseri, 211, and eight kings: the Renst-us-safi, 372,

anil seventeen kings: the Tehkiit Niseri suys, “ Some reckon 276
venurs from Alexander tn Ardeshir, but the Christians fount 560
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572 or 548 years m.c, for the time in which Zoroaster
planted this cypress : but if we look on the 1450 as solar
years, this event must have occurred either in 604 or
500 p.c. o

Freret quotes from the history of Chinese Astronomy of
P.Gaubil, that in A.p. 599 there came into China some
people from the West, who, according to the author of the
Notes on the History of the Mongols, brought with them
the Mahommedan Law: but a little considerntion shews
that to be impossible, as the grand epoch of the Hejira,
1,0, 632, is long subsequent to this, The same anthority
adds, that they preserved their laws and mode of comput-
ing time; and from the names of their months it appears
that they were Persians. The same aunthor states, that
the Chinese year which corresponda to a.o. 1384 was the
T86th since their arrival in China; and also, that they had
an era or period, in ecounting from which, that year was
the 19424, and consequently commencing 558 a.c.

Az the Persian history of that period presents no eele-
brated reign nor astronomical phenomencon, it must evi-
dently be the remarkable era of the reformation mtro-
dueed by Zoroaster, and of his mission: it besides comes
within fifteen or sixteen years of the time positively stuted
in the Mujmel-ut-tavirikh, as that in whick Zoronster,
the author of the Zend writings, made his appearance.

From these united testimonies and conclusions we are
therefore justified in assiguing the appearance of Zoro-
uster, the author of the Zendavestn, or the reformer of
the religion of the Magi, to the middle of the sixth cen-
try mc. Acad, des. Inseripl. tom, 37.
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THE REIGN OF GUSHTA'SP*

Tue hand of authority plucked the flower of justice
from the trees planted in the garden of his prospe-
rity: the eye of command contemplated the features
of equity in the mirror of his perfections : in short,
Gushtisp was reckoned a prince exalted in power,
abundant in justice, sublime in energy : he however
engaged in one erimmnal undertaking,” namely, his
adopting the faith of Zerdusht. The Tarikh Bina
Giti, and the Tarikh Maajem, state, that Zerdusht,
the sage, appeared at this time : he was at first in-
structed by one of the disciples of Jeremiah the
Pruphet,' until he had leamed the sciences of the
Arabians : he is said to have devoted himself parti-
cularly to astrology, and to have ascertained, from
the positions of the stars, that some one resembling
Moses was to appear, to whom the reflection of the
Creator of light and darkness would manifest itself,
through the brilliancy of fire and lLis search of it;
which afterwards gave rise to his pretensions. Satan,
after this, suggested to his mind, * The promised
person is a type of thyself;" on which, Zerdusht
gave himself up to retirement, seclusion, and holy
meditation, to such a degree, that a glory shone
round him, through the multitude of his ansterities

(*) The Durius Hysspes of the Greeka.
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from the want of some spiritual guide to make him
surmount the obstacles of presumption and idle
vanities, Satan exhibited to him that splendor under
the form of fire, and began to converse with him
from the midst of it. Zerdusht collected all his
conversations with Iblis, in a book called by him
Zend-pazend ; and reckoning himself a prophet, ex-
horted the people to embrace the faith of the Magi
and the worship of fire. It is to be observed, that
the name of Zindik is given to the heretics who be-
lieve in this book. The people are always so prone
to sedition, that even while the grapes of events
were still unripe, they commenced their fanatic pro-
ceedings: in Azarbai'jan, particularly, great multi-
tudes, deluded by Zerdusht, laid their heads at his
feet, and the seducer spoke to them after this man-
ner :—* | am a prophet : the Holy Spirit aids me to
“ yeyveal the secrets of futurity : he has brought me
“ g communication from the Almighty, the Holy
“ Ope.” When this declaration was made public,
the fame of Zerdusht was circulated by every tongue,
and the Zend-pazend had become the topic of
general conversation : his praises were at last re-
peated i the court of Gushtisp, so that this prince
testifled o desire to see him. As the king attached
great importance to an interview with Zerdusht, he
set out from the confines of Balkh with a numerous
vetinue and great pomp to meet him ; so that mat-
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ters were finally brought from the mystery of con-
cealment to the certainty of demonstration, Gush-
tisp afterwards; through the exertions of his son
Esfendiar, came over to the religion of the Magi,
and erected fire-temples in all parts of his dominions.
He also commanded twelye thousand cow-hides to
be tanned, and made into sheets as fine as the skins
of the gazel, on the pages of which, illumined with
gold and silver, were inscribed things which ought
to have been committed to the flames, namely, the
subtle delusions which proceeded from the corrupt
nature of Zerdusht. Gushtdsp, on his arrival at
Istakliir, ordered a vault to be made, in which the
Zend-pazend was deposited with great solemnity,
and also appointed a considerable force to guard it:
at the same time that he prohibited the common
people from being instructed in it, he exhorted the
nobility to guard and peruse it. He next put to
death & great many who were opposed to the re-
ligion of the Magi, so that all people embraced the
worship of fire : being convinced how necessary it
was to abandon the path of opposition and hostility,
therefore they all exclaimed with one accord,

* Internally and externally we are branded with the charncter of

canformiky :

* Internally we are as you; and outwardly also we are the same.”
The Guebres (on whom be the curses of the Al-
mighty!) relate strange things of Zerdusht ; among
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which is the following :—God had originally created
the soul of Zerdusht in a tree, which was placed in
the highest firmament : after which his essence was
removed into a cow; of whose milk Zerdusht's father
having partaken, the influence of it was communi-
cated to his mother. Satan however, being deter-
mined to destroy the child, breathed on his mother
with « pestilential blast, so that she became sick;
but the same instant a voice from Heaven said to
her, ** Thou shalt find relief from these pains:”
after which her affliction was changed into health.
At the moment of Zerdusht's birth, he laughed so
loud, that all present heard the sound distinctly.
As soon as he was grown up, he retired to one of
the mountains of Ardebil”, on his descent from which
he held a book in his hand, and said, * This
“ yvolimme has descended to me from the roof of the
“ house which is on that mountain.,” This volume
he called the Zend; but as its meaning was not in-
telligible to-all men, he gave the name of Pazend
to a Commentary written to explain it. The follow-
ing is another of those traditions :—Zerdusht had a
kind of fire, which he could handle without injury to

) Ardebil, = city of Asmrbuijiin, part of the Ancient Media :
here are the wombs of the Shuikbs Sefi and Haidar, poeestors to
the royal family of Persin. These two holy personages are highly
venernted by the followers of Ali, and have procured for Ardehil
tiie title of Haly.
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himself; and when Gushtasp came to see him, he
put some of it into the king's hands, who was also
unhurt by it: and the same result followed when
put into the hands of others. Ibn Athur records,
that the fire at present worshipped by the Magi is
derived from this; which, according to their helief,
has never been extinguished. It is also said, that
Zerdusht lay down on the threshold of the fire-
temple, and ordered ten rotoli of brass to be put
mnto four crucibles, which, when melted, was poured
on his breast : whatever part of the metal touched
his breast was instantly turned into small globules,
nor was there a visible trace of any injury sustained
by him. Some writers assure us, that Gushtésp, in
the beginning of his reign, not only opposed the
tenets of Zerdusht, but even detained him in prison
during seven years: it however happened, that one
day the royal train came to some place, where sud-
denly his horse’s feet were so drawn into his belly
that not & trace of them was discernible, so that all
the people exclaimed with wonder, “ What can be
the canse of this " Gushtisp, sending for Zerdusht
out of prison, asked him to explain this extraordi-
nary event: to whom Zerdusht thus answered:
“ This has been caused by your unbelief: you ave
“ not obedient to me, who am a prophet: now,
“ therefore, if you will obey me, 1 shall pray to the
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*“ Almighty to restore your horse’s feet.” To this
proposal Gushtasp having agreed, Zerdusht prayed
to God ; upon which the horse was straight restored
to his former state, and the king immediately pro-
fessed his belief in the prophetic mission of Zerdusht.
In short, there are many things recorded of this per-
sonage, which, if repeated at full length, would be
the cause of too great prolixity. Hafiz A'bri relates,
in his Tarikh, that Gushtasp sent an annual tribute
to Turkestan: but this was now prevented by Zer-
dusht, who said to him: “ It does not become a
* sovereign, adorned with the collar of true faith, to
*“ send tribute to an idol-worshipper :"—

“ Thus spoke the aged Zerdusht to the youthful monarch :

“ 41t is mot in conformity with nry tensts

* That you pay tribute to the sovereign of Cheen;

* Such conduct is unworthy of those who profess my faith’ *
On this, Gushtdsp kept back the inibute: and as
all the people of Irin had now embraced his belief,
Zerdusht, besides, thus addressed the king :—* Now
“ is the time to give battle to the Turks; for it is
‘“mot permitted to those who adopt my faith to
“ maintain communion with infidels: they are as-
*“ gisted by Satan, but our support and aid come
* from the Great and Glorious God.”

Gushtasp, in the first instance, on account of the
solemn treaty entered into between himself and
Arjisp, the prince of Turkestin, sent ambassadors
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to that sovereign, exhorting him to embrace the reli-
gion of the Magi.  Arjdsp, being indignant at sucha
proposal, sent back to the king a letter to the follow-
ing purport : * If thou do'st not renounce thy newly-
“ adopted faith, and return to the belief of thy fither
“ and forefathers, 1 will instantly proceed with an
“ army against thee, and lay the kingdom of Irin
“desolate.” This letter was no sooner received by
the sovercign of Irin, than he became agitated by
rage like the troubled ocean: he sent for Zureer
and Esfendidr, to whose pernsal and consideration
he submitted the epistle :

“'To these he shewel the nsulting Tanguige
* Addressed to him by the Hanghty Prince of Tarin.”

They were astonished at the conduct of Arjasp,

and thus replied : “The treaty between us is abro-

gated.” They next despatehed, in concert, to Tur-
kestin a letter full of reproaches : on the receipt of
which by Arjasp, he issued orders for assembling
his hosts; after which, he marched to Irdn at the
head of such an immense force, that the wide earth
was crowded by their multitudes. Gushtisp ad-
vanced with a mighty host to meet the invaders;
and he besides promised Esfendidr, in case he gained
the victory through his means, to resign to him the
crown and throne. Both armies being drawn out
m-order of batfle, there ensued a contest, the like
of which has never been described by any one : at
e




200

last the Turks fled in confusion, five of the sons or
brethren of Arjisp having been deprived and de-
spoiled of the splendor of life. When victory had
thus declared for Gushtasp, he returned in trivmph
to the imperial residence, but detached Esfendiir
to subdue the regions of Azarbai'jin and Armenia,
and to erect fire-temples in those countries.  During
Esfendiirs abgence, one of the Ministers traduced
lhim to the king, and said, * His ambition prompts
him to rebel, and nim at the sovereign power.” This
conversation made so deep an impression on Gush-
tisp, that he ordered the prince to be put in chains :
therefore, on his return from the expedition, he was,
by his father's commands, imprisoned inthe Fortress
of Girdkh, in the district of Radbar®. Arjésp
reckoned this a favourable opportunity for reta-
liation, and therelore made an incursion as far as
Balkh, where he put to death the aged Lohorisp,
who had retired to that place: he also sent the

() Hidbiy, & district of the Jebal (mountaiuous region), or

Frok Ajemli, the sat of the lonnelien dynasty of Hesvtics; the finst
(of whem was Hasan, the son of Subdh,  This dynisty comprehended
eight priees, whe reigned 171 yours, beginning from 4.0, 1081,
o443 of the Hefira. They were styled Shaikh-al-jehal; which, trane-
lated Uterully, memus Clief or Old Man of the Mountain, Thes
wers b Princes of the Asusiing so frequently meationed in the
History of the Cruslid The Fortres of Girdkith wos on o detacked
ounntain, so situated 84 1o be coppmunded by no other eminence
it menns, the round mounenis, or the mountain rouud whish there
thnn opon route.  The fortress wis lso ealled Zar Gumbadin, o
the Galden-domed
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daughters of Gushtisp into captivity into Turkestfin;
and, having unsheathed the hostile sword, advanced
ngainst Gushtisp himselt The sovereign of Irin,
being defeated by Arjdsp, was obliged to ily, and
fortify himseifl in a certain castle famed for impreg-
nuble strength. He repented of his former conduet,
and felt convinced that nothing, save the aid of Es-
fendiar, could preserve his life from destruction.
He therefore despatehed his brother Jamésp to the
Fort of Girdkih, to liberate Esfendidr, to give him
hopes of the crown, and to implore him to come
with all expedition to encounter Arjisp, Fsfendidr
at first sternly refused; but at last, giving way to the
exhortations and counsels of his uncle Jamésp, with
one effort of his mighty arm he tore his chains
asunder, and returned to his father’s service. The
following day he descended from the castle, and
gave battle to Arjiép: in this engagement, such
multitudes of the Turks were slaughtered, that the
survivors were forced to a precipitate flight. After
this celebrated victory, Gushtésp thus said to Es-
fendiar: * The dignity of Sultan is yours by right ;
“it would however be u great disgrace for mo to
* encircle your brows with the imperial disdem, or
“ for you to repose on the royal couch, whilst your
* sisters remain captives in the power of your foes."
This speech stimulated the heroic energy of Esfen-
didr: he therefore solected from the forces of Iriin
LU
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twelve thousand horse and as many footsoldiers; at
the head of whom, accompanied by his brother
Gudarz, he set out to take revenge on Arjisp.
With respect to this expedition of Esfendiér's against
Rueen Diz; or the Brazen Castle, and his conquest
of Arjasp’s kingdom, the Ajemite historians tell
such extraordinary things, that they cannot be ad-
mitted by the intelligent critic: but as they have
been recorded in all the histories of Fars, the writer
of the present work does not judge it proper to
omit them in these pages. We are informed in
several works, that Esfendiar, in the course of his
journey, came to a place from which there were
three routes to Rueen Diz, the capital of Arjisp:
one of these, along which there was abnndance of
water and plenty of forage, could be travelled over
in the space of six months; the second, along which
there was but a scanty supply of water and pro-
visions, wonld take up one month: and the third,
called Haft Khiin, could be traversed in one week :
but in this last route there wereé many formidable
impediments, from lions, enchanters, snows, and
other causes.  Esfendidr gave orders to his brother
Bishitun to advance by the second road; whilst he
himself, with a body of chosen warriors, a quantity
of valuable merchandize, precious effects, and dia-
monds of the finest water, resolved to enter by the
Pass of Haft Khin in the guise of a merchant,
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haying made this arrangement with Bishfitun:—
“ When you come near Rueen Diz, halt in such a
* place; but on the night you behold the flames of
** conflagration -ascending from the fortress to the
“ ninth heaven, you are to rush on to battle from
* every quarter, with your troops duly marshalled,
*“and the loud din of drums and trumpets” In
short, when Esfendiar, having escaped all the
dangers and terrors of Haft Klhin, drew near the
Fortress of Arjasp, this report was spread through
the town and the citadel: “ A noble merchant is
** coming hither from Irin, because he has expe-
“ rienced great wrongs in the commercial transae-
“ tions which have ocenrred between him and Es-
“ fendidr : he has therefore fled from him, to seck
“ an asylum with the sovereign of the Turks.” This
report having reached that prince, he sent for the
merchant ; and Esfendifir hastened to kiss the king's
feet, bringing with him, by way of present, lucid
gems of the finest water, suitable to the splendor
of a crowned head. Arjésp questioned the pre-
tended merchant about the toils of the journey;, and
received him with great benignity : also, whenever
Esfendiir approached the king, he always brought
snitable presents, so that he became exalted by the
royal notice, and was admitted to the society of the
nobles und Ministers = in short, his intimacy, and the
esteem entertained for him, continued to augment




204

every day to such a degree, that Arjisp st last as-
signed him a palace near his own.

When BishGitun, with the Irinian troops, had com-
pleted the journey of one month, they approached
the concerted halting-place, and the appointed time
drew near. At this conjuncture, Esfendidr requested
permission from Arjisp to invite the nobles and chiefs
of the fortress to an entertainment; this request
heing granted, at the moment when the monarch of
the stars retired to the palaces of the West, Esfen-
diar, under pretence of preparing the feast, kindled
a number of fires. Bishiitun, on beholding the rising
blaze, having ordered all the trumpets to sound and
the drums to beat, immediately advanced to the
walls with his troops in order of battle. Dreadful
consternation seized the city when this alarm was
spread—* A foreign enemy is come to assail us!"
All the horsemen having of course gallied out of the
city, Esfendiir took advantage of the favourable
moment, and with s small band of chosen heroes
spread havoc and dismay throughout the place:
from every quarter of Rueen Diz tumult and uproar
so ‘assailed the ears of the Turinians, that they
became stupefied through astonishment and terror.
Esfendifr, having intercepted the communication,
put to the sword every one who fled from the
fortress, as well as those who from without en-
deavoured to enter it: whilst, on the other side,
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Bishatun put to the sword all who were opposed to
him: in short, on that gloomynight the dawn of Afra-
siab’s prosperity, with that of his brethren, was en-
veloped in the darkness of woe and destruction.
On that same night, Esfendidr, having got posses-
sion of his sisters, sent Arjasp's white elephant, laden
with Afrasidb’s golden throne, to Gushtdsp, and the
kingdom of Turn became the sest of desolation.
At last, when many regions of the East had been
subdued, the government of the country was, by
Esfendiar’s desire, entrusted to one of the sons of
Agreerns; whose prophetic mission was acknow-
ledged by the Turks; and whose posterity for many
successive generations was seated on the throne,
until the time of Iskander of Room. On terminating
this enterprise, Esfendidr is said to have erected
fire-temples in Cheen, Macheen,” and the adjacent
regions, obliging all these nations to embrace the
faith of the Magi. From thence he journeyed, along
the sea, towards Hindustin, where he also caused
the worship of fire to be generally adopted. On his
return from thence, his father sent him to the West ;

(*) Cheen nnd Muoclieen, two brothers, descendants of Juphet
from whoms, necording o Oriental writers, Chinn derived its wume,
When they wish to expres the whole extent of thal grest empire,
they make use of thess uames, which are diminutives or derivatives
from Gog and Magng, ar Yajij aud Majij, the progenitors or
patriarchs of the most resmote nutions on the north, east, zad south
of Asin.—D'Henarror,
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from which having also come back in triomph and
safety, with immense spoils, he claimed the crown
agreeably to the stipulated conditions. But Gush-
tésp laid hold of the following pretence to delay his
resignation, and said to him: * You have certainly
“subdued distant cities, and brought under com-
= plete subjection the refractory chieftains of the
* remotest regions; still, however, Rustam remains
“in the centre of the empire, neither acknow-
“ ledging my authority, nor conforming to my
“ faith : my mind feels great alarm from that quar-
““ter: it is therefore necessary for you to repair to
w Zabulisthn, and to bring kim hither, laden with
* chains; after which, through your intercession,
“ the pen of forgiveness shall blot out the volumes
““ of his crimes : thus will he feel grateful towards
“ you, and the glory of your prowess and your
“great] fame be more widely diffused over the
“ whole world.”  Esfendidr replied: ** Although I
“well know that vou only propose to put off and
“evade the fulfilment of your promise, and that
** hostility against Rustam is unjust, still, obedience
“ to your commands is one of the most sacred of
“ duties; for if I were to oppose them, I should
““ thereby incur equal reprobation and censure m
“ the sight of God and man.”  After this, though
with great reluctance, he advanced at the head of
a mighty anny towards Sistan ; and on arriving near
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the confines, he sent Behmen, his son, to find out
Rustam. Behmen, i obedience to this order,
hastened on his mission, and from the top of a
mountain discovered Rustam in the hunting-ground,
engaged in roasting an onager on a spit of tamarisk-
wood . He was filled with wonder on beholding
the hero's gigantic figure and frame: he however
rolled down a huge rock from the summit of the
mountain towards him, which, on coming near, was
hurled to a distance by the peint of the hero's foot.
Behmen was astonished at such a proof of Rustam’s
unequalled strength ; and said to himself, with melan-
choly forebodings, “ It will be difficult for Esfen-
diar to subdue such a man.” Dehmen then came
down to Ruostam, and delivered his message to the
hero: on which, the champion of the world, with-
out delay or hesitation, hastened to tender his
homage; and, during the interview, performed all
that was requisite to prove his submission and
respect.  Esfendidr then began the following dis-
course:—“Gushtisp, my father, says thus: That you
“ aspire to supreme power and royal sway; for
“ during my reign, you have not come to pay
* homage, nor hayve yvon ever presented the cus-
“ tomary congratulations to your sovereign.” To
this Rustam replied: * 1 have always openly avowed

t*) This wood comumuicates an ngreeable Buvour t the meat,
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* and acknowledged my devoted attachment to the
“ king; but your ancestors made me independent,
“ and exempted me from personal attendance at
“ court: notwithstanding which, had I not been
“ prevented by weight of years, I would long since
* have waited, like victory, on the fortumate stirrup.”
The mighty Rustam having previously offered these
excuses to Esfendiir, begged that he would confer
ont him the honour of visiting his ahode, ™ that I
** may have an opportunity of presenting treasures,
* and diffusing wealth.” Esfendiar declined this
offer, and said, ** My father’s positive command is,
to bring you in chains to the foot of the throne.”
Rustam was at first disposed to obey the royal
firmim; but on quitting Esfendiar, he consulted his
father Dastan, who did not agree with his son on
this sabject. The next day the champion of Irin
entered the audience-hall of Esfendidr, and there
arose between them a great contention; and al-
though the details of the dispute between the prince
and the champion of Irin fully demonstrate the
prowess and intrepidity of both, yet our amber-
scented pen, regardless of the amplification and
prolixity of some of the improbable traditions on
this head, could not presume to record them.
From God proceed profection and fuith!
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THE CONTEST UETWEHEN RUSTAM AND ESFENDIA‘R.

It is related, that when Rustam returmned to the
audience-hall of Esfendifr, the prince seated him on
a chair of gold, and thus addressed him : “ Gush-
“ tisp, my father, has sent me to seek you: now, if
“ you obey his mandate, I engage to promote with
“ zeal the prosperous issue of all your desires and
“ wants ; and to actin such a manner, that the sove-
“ reign of the world shall not only dismiss you in
* gafety, but even exalt your dignity by augmenting
“ your military tenures.” Rustam requested that
the prince should first take the trouble of coming to
his abode, and pass there a few days in the enjoy-
ment of festivity, and take whatever portion he
pleased of his treasures and diamonds; after which,
whatever the prince commanded should be imme-
diately complied with. But Esfendidr placed the
hand of repulse on the breast of this request, and
said : “ Gushtésp is a sovereign; and I am come by
* his orders to bring yon in chains to the foot of
“ the throne, the source of monarchy.” Rustam,
being incensed at this reply, said: “ I have per-
** formed such mighty deeds in the world, that, even
“in the midst of assembled princes, the seat of
“ honour has always been assigned me; whilst you
* seated me on a chair, and, giving others the place
“ of precedency, have thus degraded me: and in
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« addition to-all this, you hesides purpose, pursuant
“ to the mandates of Gushtésp, to take me in
% shains to the foot of his throne :—

» Who szid, Go bind in chaine Rustom’s haods anil bear 2—
* Tlie might of the tofty heavens cunnot hind me in chuins!”

Esfendifr then answered : ** Considering that you
“ gre not of human race, nor sprung from the sons
# of men, you widely deviate from your condition,
“ by returning so harsh an answer; for 1 have
 heard from those of [ormer times, that Zaul was
« the offspring of evil spirits, by whom he was ex-
« posed in his infincy on the bank of a river:
« there the Stmurgh’ seized lim, and took him to
“ her nest as food for her young; but even they
“ were so alarmed at his hideous countenanee, that
“ they would not devour him.  The Simurgh too,

(*y* According to Oriental romances, this wosnlerful bind, ihs
Stimurgh, o Fuky, B endued with retnin, fir it speulis to those who
gililress it Jn the Kilwrwin Niweh, or Histary of Kubiermdn,
this hind. o s conversation with thut hevs, states, that 1 has existel
during many revolutions of uges anl Beings prior to the creatin
of Adom. Tt is pulled Bimmppeh, se being equidl in magnitude o
thirty binds Tt is possible tut Greeian Historians lludie to this
fiubilie of the Shourgh, when they pelute that Achmemenes wis ur.
tured by naoseyrle.  He 3 termed the foutides of the greutest fumily
it Persia - sumu suthors stane, dut loewas the secenil of iz ity
Supprosing Ssum (whi 34, srvonling wo Pesion suthors, the Suniler
of the greates Gunlly in thels conntey) the Persis of the Geeoks,
Zaul, who wes puveed by the Shnurgh, wae hls son.  Icis cortain
thut wll these heross bl many names or titles.  Pirsis, sl sne
nome Tike Adhiemenes, might have been those of Sanny ool Zasl"

Matconsi's Prrsie
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“ regarding him attentively and percéiving his re-
« pulsive festures, suffeved him to remain in u
“ gomer of her nest and eat up the fragments of
“ their food. When he grew up, she cast him out
“ on the bank of the Helmund; the inhabitauts of
“ which place, on beholding bis forbidding figure,
“ taok him for some demon sent to destrov the
“ human race: Zaul then entered into the service
“ of magicians until the time of your birth; and
“ when you were grown up to years of maturity,
“ my ancestors both educated you, and exalted you
** by distinguished honours: but this day, altogether
* forgetting your own rank and your fiather’s, you
** return insolent answers to princes, and keep not
“ within your proper limits,” To this, Rustam re-
plied = * Dastin, of whom you give the account, is
“the son of Saum, the Mibid or Sage, the son of
4 Nerimén, the son of Glirmg, whose mother was
“of Cherubim race, who are far superior to- all
“ mortals in endowments of body and mind.  You
* well know what mighty deeds Ssum performed in
“this world, how many & city he has rescued
* Irom evil spirits and demons.  Wherever calamity
“ shewed its face, Saum delivered the people from
“its woes; and his mother was {taughtcr' to the
*“ son of Azazeel. | too, all my life; have been

(*) Helmund or Heemmnd, the over which, thows throngh sl
fertilizes the Valley of Sistin.
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“styled the champion of the world: under my
“ auspicious command, the soldiers of Irin have
** ever triumphed over their foes; so that former
" emperors, on accomnt of my deserts, treated me
“ with high respect, and bestowed on me the go-
“* vernment of muny regions. I am chief of the
“ true worshippers; and my fame ‘is durably in-
“ seribed on the records of royalty. When Kioos
*“ appointed me king of Sistan, ke conferred on my
“ futher the honour of the throne, and declared him
“his successor; because he well knew that Zanl
* was adorned with pre-eminent virtue and tran-
“ scendent lineage. What unbounded toils and
“ pains have T not undergone for Kai K4oos! How
“many a fortress 1 have subdued! When Kai
“ Kioos was taken prisoncr, and confined by the
“ king of Yemen ina pit—and who at the same time,
“ by his enchantments, transformed Geey, Tis,
" and Gudarz into wild beasts—the kingdom of
** Tran yemained seven years without a sovereign
“all were ignorant of his fate, excepting his
“ mother Ferhang, who at last received some in-
“ telligence concerning his state: on this she
“ hastened to Sisthn, bringing with her a thousand
*“ camels laden with gold, many high-priced steeds,
“and four eloguent damsels selected by Kéoos
* out of as many thousands of female attendants,
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* Ferhang, in my presence, with tears and suppli-
““ cations, thus addressed me : * Take all those valu-
“able effects, and rescue my son from the hands of
** his enemies.” The damsels also kissed my head
“and face, saying, * You are more deserving of us
“than any other. for you were dearer to Kioos
“’than his own children.” 1 answered them: ‘ It
“18 not meet for me to appropmate to myself the
“ king's damsels : moreover, the Almighty has be-
“ stowed on me such treasures, that | stand not
“in néed of any created Being” To Ferhang 1
“said: It will be necessary for you to go before
“ Dastan, and request mformation from him where
* Kiaoos is to be found, and how he is circum-
“ stanced : so shall I be enabled to form a correct
*“ plan of operations.’ Ferhang thereupon repairing
“* to Zaul, stated to him in so moving & manner the
" enlamity which had befallen her, that Dastin, taking
“ compassion on her, threw into the fire the feather
“given him by the Simurgh with this direction,
* * Whenever any difficulty befals you, throw this fea-
“ ther into the fire, and 1 will instantly appear, and
“ exert myself to repair the calamity.’ The moment
“ he cast the feather into the flame, the Simurgh
“ appeared : they placed censers of sandal-wood be-
« fore her; and Ferhang, standing up, earnestly en-
“ treated her son’s deliverance: but the Sfmurgh
“ paid not the smallest attention to her prayers,
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“ Dastén, on beholding this, addressed the Simurgh
* with the most humble supplications and entreaties;
w50 that she st last consented to hear me to the
« gountry. where Kai Kioos was imprisoned. 1
« straight put on my coat of mail, took np my arms;
 und saddled my good steed Raksh: the Siomurgh
« then, taking us both in her tulons, bore us over
wmany # wide séa and Tofty mountain, and brought
« uy iny safety to the land of Yemen.. [ there drew
iy avenging sword, slew the wicked magician,
i drew Kai Kioos out of the deep pit, took off his
 fotters, restored Geev, Tihs, and Bizhen to their
« pristine shape, and by my mighty prowess they
« petumed once more in safetv to Forsistin.  Kai
« Khoos having resumed the erown, and being firmly
v seated on the throne, bestowed on me great trea-
“ gures, exalted my rank by the most illustrious
o dignities, and conferved on me, in full sovereignty,
« the kingdom of Zabulistin ; and at the same time
= passed a deeree, exempting me from personal
* service at court. My mnext adventure was with
“ the demon Akwan, whom T encountered snd slew
“ ot aceount of Kai Kfoos. In that engagement,
“ when 1 fought against Alrasigh, he was over-
 powered by me in battle; but his destined hour
* not having yet arrived, he escaped out of my
“ hands by magic incantations: I however drove
“ off and brought to Kai Kdoos thousands of choice
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“ brood-mares, which werefastened up iy the stables
** of Afrasiib. Next, when the magicians had taken
“ gway Faribarz, the son of Kioos, and detained
* him five years in prison, the king sent me sgainst
“ their country : on my arrival there, T mive them
“ battle, delivered Faribarz, and brought him before
“ Kai Kaoos. Next, when the king advanced into
“ the conntry of the A'dyan, the White Demon, the
“« protector: of that regiom; raised such enchant-
“ ments, that the king’s eyes became so darkened
“ that e could not distinguish objects: on this I
“ exerted all my might to bring the foe within my
“ grasp, and contrived devices to induce the demon
“ to connternct his own spells ¢ by these means the
“ king’s sight was restored ; after which I put the
 white demon to death. Next, when, to soothe the
* king's mind, 1 hurled to the earth, and rent with
“ the dagger, the breast of my own son Suhrab,
“u cavalier equal to whom never mounted the
“ saddle-seat, from the time of Minucheher to
“ the present.  Again, when Sidibeh, daughter to
* the king of Yemen, had traduced Siyiwesh to his
* father, so that he was forced to take refuge with
* Afrasiab, where he was slain, [ could not patiently
* endure such a calamity, but departed from Sistin
“amd came to Kaoos: 1 beheld this prinee, in his
“ sorrow, descend from his throne, and seat himsell
“ in the dust of humiliation : my words to him were
X
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« harsh: | put Sadébeh to death, threw open the
« doors of the treasury, and completely equipped at
# every point & mighty host, with which I advanced
w on Turkestin. I then broke the power of Afrasidb;
wand in retalintion for Siyhwesh, shed so much
« blood, that the mills of Turén were turned by
s streams of Turkish gore. Afrasidb’s crown and
i thronewere so entirelyat my disposal, that, through
 terror of me, e long time concealed himself on
« ghe borders of the ocean; whilst T assumed his
“ crown, and during seven years exercised the regal
“ power in Turin. Another of my valorous deeds
Wis fhis;—when, in the reign of Kui Khusrau,
« Bizhen hiad fallen into the hands of Afrasidb, he
“ was cast into a pit, on the top of which was
« placed a rock of such size, that a hundred men of
* might were unable to roll it from its place. On
* this, Geey, the father of Bizhen, came to Sistan,
“and said to me with supplications and tears:
#+ My son is confined in Turin, in the dungeons of
« his enemies: none but you can deliver him." 1
* arose, and repaired to Kai Khusrau: this monatch,
 the favourite of fortune, joined in Geey's request,
% and hestowed much praise on my zeal. Being
« thus convinced of Kai Khusran's attachment to
. Bizhen, I sev out for Turkestin; disguised as a
« merchant, accompanied only by Gurkeen Milad ;
w taking with me immense riches, precious-stones,
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* fleet coursers, and other offerings suitable to
“ Afrasidb’s dignity, in order to deceive that prince,
“ and induce him to assign me quarters near his
“own palace. [ put in practice great humility,
* until I discovered where Bizhen was confined. 1
“ went to the place by night, removed the rock by
* myself, and hurled it nine bowshots from its
“ place. Bizhen was drawn out from his dreary
“ abode, and we set off together for Iran. We had
*“ travelled one or two days jouwrney, when Alrasidb
*“ sent to my quarters to look for me, but in vain;
“and being at the same time told of Bizhen’s
“ escape, he pursued aftér us with & mighty host.
“ At last, both sides having approached each other,
* I made a series of such atiacks, that the army of
* Turin was discomfited, and Afrasidh had recourse
* to enchantments to render himself invisible to
“me. ‘Ithus brought back Bizhen in perfect safety
“ to Irdn, to the great joy of the king and the mili-
“tary, Kai Khusrau on this occasion made many
* excuses, and presented me with ample treasures,
“ and armour of great value. He not only renesed
“ my patent of sovereignty for Sistin, but also ex-
“ alted wy dignity to the heavens by the addition
*“ of many provinces besides. Thus my well-founded
“ elaims ave satisfactorily attested by the decrees of
* KaiKioos, and Kai Khusrau, his legitimate succes-
“sor: my high estimation and lineage, like the
Xz
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« sworld-illuminating sun in his meridian splendor,
« gre everywhere conspicuous.  But you are son to
« Gushtisp, the son of Lohorasp; and with my
# own eyes 1 have seen the time when Lohorasp,
« mounted on his bay steed, rode alone despond-
“ fngly through the provinces of Iréim, of no more
w wecount than a blade of grass in the estimation ol
w the people. The day on which Khusrad, the
& sovereign of the hosts numerous as the stars,
“ gppointed him his successor, my fnther thus spoke
“ to the king : * This office suits him not : he merits
« pot such dignity ;' but Kai Kdoos importuned
« Zaul so eurnestly, that the hero, through indigna-
 tion, filled his mouth with dust -—

“ My sire, the nndsanted, highty-prized bevo

= Swallowed dust in the sssembly, theugh indignation

+ That it hecame necessary 10 safute Lahorisp as king.

o And exclakm. * May his regal vitle remain o the world!*
“ Your mother too was a Roomite ; so that you,
“ with such an origin, can have nho pretension to
“ vilify or reproach my descent. 1have performed
“ mighty (eeds in the fortunate reigns of Kai Kabid,
* Kai Kioos, and Kar Khusran: i every case ol
“ particular or general emergency, these princes
“ hiad recourse to e, sending me offerings and
“ gifts: be not therefore 5o extravagantly puffed
“ up with arrogance by your short-dated power and
“* dignity, for you are still & youth, mexperienced
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“ in affairs, and have never tasted the genial heat
“ nor chilling cold of fortune. The Almighty Lord
“ expels from his court the man who is arrogant;
“ and he beholds not prosperity in this life.”
Esfendiar then replied : = All that you have as-
“ serted coneerning your bravery and heroism is
“ strictly conformable to truth; but this fancy of
* yours is reprehensible, that although knowing
“ yourself to be of demon race, you still glory in
“such a descent: it is the more unjust and erimi-
“nal, as every one who is sprung from Iblis incurs
“eternal punishment :—certainly, had you been
* possessed of a little reflection or knowledge, such
* a pretension could never have proceeded from
* your lips! Thisis surely a sufficient proof of the
** charge, when you say, * My mother is descended
“ from Satan.' In the next place, you have uttered
“ 4 direet falsehood in these words, * The father
““and mother of Nariman were of angelic mee’
“ You are sensible of the meanness of your origin,
*“and, through confusion, sometimes make mention
“of your relationship to angels, st other times of
** your connexion with Satan: thus you have had
** recourse (o artifices to obtain a superiorify over
““ one like me, who is unequalled and unrivalled m
“ the world ; whilst 1, throngh picty and the grace
“* of the Almighty, have performed deeds conducive
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“to the salvation of the people both here and
“ hereafter : until the extreme limits of duration,
* thie records of my accepted works shall be impe-
“ rishably inscribed on the pages of Fortune. Many
* are the tofls and woes I have undergone; many
“ the dreadful dangers into which I have plunged ;
* especially when, to perform the will of Heaven,
“by me the standard of the Law was exalted on
“ high, the enemies of the true faith rooted out
“ fram the earth, the ensigns of evil spirits lowered
“to the dust, the drum of orthodoxy sounded
“ over the seven climates, and the people from
““ west to east instructed by irresistible arguments
“ in pure mﬁﬁﬂn. [ pride notmyself on ground-
““less pretensions, nor do I say that I am de-
“ seended from angels; but I say, T am Esfendifc”,
* the son of Gushtasp, a prince surpassed by none
**of the kings of Irin in purity of faith and righte-
* ousness of soul. As far back as Kai Kobad, his
* fathers maintained the true fith, and were

(*) * Fafendidr is reckoned, with some probability, the Xerzesof
the Gireeks, who led the famous expedition of the Penians into
thut country. The Greeks always speak of Xerxes as the soversign
of Persin; but Esfendifr never hnd the name of king, thoogh for a
time, when Viceroy at Balkh, he possessed regul power. Besides,
it is probable that Fafeadidr had been esociated m sovereignty
by o father who &= stawed 10 have always employed him o the
commund of his armes snd. the government of a part of the
empire."—Miroorn's Persic.
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** either kings or the sons of kings. You have told
*“ me my mother was a Roomite; an assertion which
“is certainly no disparagement to me. The kings
“of Room have always been opposed to those of
* Farsistan; and next to the latter, there is no other
*“ nation possessed of such solidity of judgment
" therefore, granting my mothers family and dis-
* tinetion, I have reason to be devoutly grateful to
* Heaven ;—at least, I amnot of the family of Satan.
“ Your boasting sbout the authority and honours
“ conferred on you by Kai Kioos is also rejected
*““ by reason; for had he been even moderately wise,
*“such a measure could not have emanated from
“him. You can however plead some excuse for
* now demanding the first seat, and rebelling against
“ your lord; as you have been instructed by Kai
“ Kaoos, who exchanged the grace of God for
“ apostacy, and proceeded to such lengths in im-
“ piety, that from corruptness of heart and blind-
“ ness of understanding he attempted to ascend to
“ heaven and contend in battle sgainst the Great
» and Glorious God : he is therefore now known in
* the world as an instance of short-sighted reason
* and unholy fame, and is styled Nimrid., Besides
“ this, you are sprung from the remmant of the re-
“ bellious angels who disobeyed the Almighty and
“ transgressed their proper bounds. 1f Kioos,
“ through whose partiality your head has been
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* raised to the skies, had been a person of any
+ worth, the arts of magic conld never have pre-
“ vailed oyer lim : but this alone is & sufficient re-
“ proach to his memory, that he conferred a crown
“ and bestowed a throne on a vassal like yoursell.
* Those who were pre-sminent among the Flect
* bound the demons in chains; whilst in this case,
*“ the demons seduced Kéoos from his proper course,
“ —The assertion also which you have made, * The
“ Simurgh bore me to Yemen," supplies no reason
“ for exultation ; as without the Simurgh's aid 1
“* have gone to remote countries, and there ex-
“ hibited such mighty deeds that for ages to come
“ they shall be the theme of every tongue. But
“ whether I visited the regions of Yemen or Hamir,
* there is no occasion for such idle tiles. When
* you talk of having delivered Farfharz from the
* enchanter, consider, that ifhe had been a righteous
* prince, no demon or magician could have pos-
“sessed power over him: so that you, O Rustam,
* pride yourself on the fortunes of oppressors and
*tyrants. But Iam Esfendidr, the son of Gushtisp,
¥ who have cleansed the face of the earth from the
* polluted existence of the wicked; quelled what-
“ever tumults have arisen i the four quarters;
* freed the world from the treason of the idolatrous
“and reprobate ; and confirmed the true worship-
“pers in the seérvice of the Almighty, As you have
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* enlarged so much on your own daring heroism,
“ attend now to a few instances of my undaunted
* bravery : of that mumber is the following instance.
“ When Zerdusht the prophet, who was sent by
** the Creator, performed many wonderful works,
* and explained the mysteries of the Deity, the
“ people, through perverseness and obstinacy, spoke
“thus to Gushtisp: © Formerly, when prophets
¢ came before Houshung, Tehmuras and Jemsheed,
“ and snch-like prinees, propounding a new faith,
**‘these great monarchs saw no advantage in accept-
*ing the new law.” This discourse having come to
“my hearing, I drew my avenging sword from its
* sheath, at the same time saying, * Whoever re-
“ proaclies the True Faith, I shall instantly, with
* the sharp-edged sword, remove his head from his
* body.’ After this I was engaged in the guidance
* of my father, until he adopted the right faith ; and
“ having expelled from his heart the temptations of
« Satan, he so bound the zone of zealous energy
» about his loins, that he enlightened the whole
* world with the. splendor of orthodoxy, broke in
“ pieces the idols, and demolished their temples.
“ When this intelligence reached Thirkestin, Arjdsp
* convened the nobles of his kingdom, and said to
* them; * Gushtasp has abandoned the faith of his
* forefathers, and introduced a new worship, and
“ become the follower of a fool like himself : should
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“ this measure be complete, the people will unite
* themselves to him, and become hostile to us; by
* which means infinite confusion will pervade the
“ kingdom, and tumult and ansrchy overspread
“ Turin and Irén: the only remedy against this
“ corruption is, to assemble the army from every
“ guarter, to march onwards, and exti our
* gnemies.” The Minister and nobles having ap-
“ proved of this counsel, prepared ell that was
“ necessary for carrying on the war, and provided
“ gyery description of military stores and arms:
“ they then divected their course to Irin, with such
“ immense forces, that the eyes of Fortune bad
« never hefore beheld even the tenth part of their
“ pumbers; and having entered by my temntory,
“ they committed great slanghter. Gushtdsp, on
* Jearning that the Turkish army was advancing,
« get out, without procrastination or delay, to meet
“ the invaders, at the head of his rapacious croco-
“ diles of the ocean of rapine, and accompanied by
“ his sons and brethren. Both armies having dravwn
“ migh. each other, Gushtdsp took his post in the
“ centre; his son Nastlir selected his place on the
“ right wing; and the left was committed to my
“ supermtendence. On the other side, Argisp posted
« himself in the centre with his mighty men and
“ champions: the relations and sons of Afrasiéb
“ with those of Pirin Wisah ; Mihrz4d, and his ma-
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* gician associates, with the Afrit Bidarafsh ; placing
“ one of his brothers on the right, and another on
“the lefi. Both armies being thus marshalled,
‘« Zureer, my father's brother, churging with impe-
* tuosity into the centre of the Turkish line, hurled
*on the dust of destruction countless numbers of
““ the foe. Bidarafsh observing this havoe, made an
“attack with all his champions on Zureer, sur-
* rounding him on every side: the intrepid hero
* drenched his sword in the hlood of champions, but
** was at last overpowered and slain.

* Time & like the sormy wiml ; which at firt

* Tears the veil from the cheeks of the rose:

“ And o week after, in the middle of the parterre,
* Laye low the stem . the dust of disgvace.

“ When the Irinian centre had learned this dread-
* ful disaster, terror seized every brenst; they fled
“ in disorder; and the enemy heholding the banner
“ of Gavah flung on the ground, bore it away from
“ the field of battle. My brother having come to
“ the left to inform me of this calamity, I turned
“like a devouring conflagration towards the army,
*“ displaying on high the standard of victory in my
* hand: there then ensued so dreadful & contest,
“ that not one escaped without a wound ; and such
“ numbers of the Turks were slain, that tears of
“ commiseration were forced from even the eyes of
“ blood-quaffing Mars. At last the Turks, unable
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* to maintain the contest, turmed away from the
* field of battle; and the victorious troops, making
“ them abide by the devision of the ruthless sword,
““hurled sueh numbers of the valiant Turks from
“ the backs of their steeds into the dust of destrie-
“ tion, that the backs of earth-supporting Tanrus
* and Piscis were completely bowed down. Not-
“ withstandimg such toil and slanghter, 1 was not
“ content, but pursued even to Turkestin those
“who had litherto escaped the sword, without
“ ceasing day or night from the pursuit. The dis-
“ tracted fugitives at last said to each other, * This
“ person does not withdraw his hand from us: if
“he overtake us in the disorder of tlight, not one
“of us can escape with life: it is therefore most
* advisable lor us to stand up like men, and oppose
*“him: should we prove victorious, our wish is ac-
* complished ; but otherwise, we at least meet
“ death like brave men  They therefore halted on
“* the high road, and assailed me with their collspted
““ force : on this, resigning myself for support 1o the
 firm eable of God's grace, 1 continued to repel
“ their efforts, until the enemy, casting away the
“ shield of hostility, assumed the sttitude of sappli-
* cation, and said, * We are your subjects ©* hut this
* declaration not contenting miy soul, I consigned
* them all to destruction. After this explait, T pro-
** ceeded to Cheen, and subdued all its cities: erect-
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* ing in every place fire-tamples, und appointing
“ pumerous instructors Lo establish the study of the
« Volume of the True Faith and the Holy Law,
# From Cheen [ went to Khatay': the enure of
w swhich region I subdued, through the favour of
“ the Almighty. Breaking up from thence, I pro-
 geeded, along the sea, to Hindustan : there many
“ Hindoo nations having marched to oppose me, the
“ uffuir led to & general engagement, in which 1 ob-
« tained a complete victory, and fastened to the
“ necks and probosees of elephants the captured
« phiefs of the Hindoos.  Alter this, 1 traversed the
=« pountries and deserts of that region fora space of
« pne thousand thres hundred parasangs. Having
* heard that in some of the deserts of Hindustin
“ there dwelt & number of people who never eat
“ amimal food, but pass their lives contented with
 fruits snd the leaves of trees, and never offering
* injury to any one; lest any harm should befal
“ them from the passage of the troops; 1 hurried
* past their territory at night with the greatest
“ speed, having first erected fire-temples in the most
« distant parts of Hindustin. From that country,
« after long and toilsome marches, T came with my
“ army to the regions of the West, where the wise

('3 Khotiy, the uorthern part of Chine, which wae always
governed by Princes; according o the most apcient tastories and
trulitions of the Hast, 1o the time of Jenghiy Khin, thes Primees
were atyled Alounkban ; aad o duc of Tamerlane, Damienklibn.
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* men, the philosophers, the nobles, and princes of
* these realms hastened to meet me: they made
“ the roads level, built bridzes over the rivers: and
“ laying before me the testament written by Feri
“ doon when he divided the kingdom among his
* ghildren, at the same time humbly represented to
“ me, * It behoves the prince to act towards us
“ in such & manner as shall be eonformable to the
* directions of his mighty forefathers, and appoint
“a native of the country ruler over us; for it never
* has been established that a native of Farsistin
** should govern this territory.' Their request was
“ acceded to; and from that kingdom I shaped the
““ course of my march to Arabia. Among that re-
“ bellious people | exhibited such great prowess,
“ that all their warlike champions were destroyed,
“ and desolation spread over the land. From Arabin
* I returned to Room; where | also erected many
“ temples; in order that the people should devote
“ themselves to the worship of the Almighty and
“ Glovious God. Returning from thence to Iran, I
* there dismissed my army. After these exploits,
* Gushtdsp, through the slander of some confi-
* dential Minister, confined me in chains in one of
“ his fortresses, and then set out to distant parts
¢ of his empire. No sooner had this intelligence
* veachied Arjasp, than he, advancing to Balkh with
* a mighty army, kmdled the flame of injustice in



319

* that country : he put Lohorésp to death, sent my
“ sisters into captivity in Turkestin, and divided
“ amongst his troops all the arms and treasures
“ which Gushtisp had laid up in Balkh, My father
“ being exceedingly grieved at this calamity, ad-
“ vanced to give Arjasp battle. When the armies
* met, a tremendous conflict ensued : in this, the
* children of Lohordsp were slain, the enemy got
“ possession of Gévah's bauner, the Irdnian host
“ was dispersed, and Gushtisp, flying from the
+ field of battle, took shelter in a fortified place.
“ After this disaster, being delivered trom confine-
“ ment by the intercession of Jamdsp in my behalf,
“ | continued to march incessantly, night and day,
“ accompanied by a body of valiant and trusty
“ champions: we crossed muny deserts, and at last
“ gueceeded in surprising the Turks by night:
“ having made great slaughter among them, I
“ joined my father, and we aguin advanced to give
“ them battle, On this occasion, throwing myself
“ on their centre, I utterly destroyed all our ene-
“mies, and took prisoner one of the most distin-
# guished nobles of Turdn, by name Gurksdr, who
* had laid an ambush under the hope of taking
“ me,  After this signal overthrow of the enemy, 1
“ hastened to render obeisance to my father, and said
“ to him: * My mind does not rest contented with



320

« this victory, neither does this success satisfy me;
“ for Arjasp has twice invaded Irin, and great de-
u golation has befallen our sbodes from the hoofs of
# the chargers of foreign hosts: it would therefore
= be an utter reproach if we did not, by way of re-
« prisal, make an inroad into his country. Gushtdsp
“ being greatly delighted and rejoiced at this pro-
« posal, replied : ¢ If you advance into Turin, and
« Arjisp be slain to avenge the shedding of Loho-
“ yhsp's blood ; if the city of Safrich be consumed by
* fire, in ‘return for the plunder of Balkh; if with
“ your avenging sword you put Arjésp’s hrothers to
“ death, in retaliation for Lohordsp’s sons; and if,
“ having delivered your sisters from the disgrace of
“ captivity, you also bring back the banner of
“ Gavah; 1 will place the royal diadem on your
* brows, and, withdrawing myself into some se-
* cluded cell, devote the remainder of my days to
“ the attempt of atoning for my past life.’ —I an-
 gwered, * Through the grace of the Almighty
 ynequalled in majesty, who has created the
“ universe by the divine fiat, whatever order has
“ proceeded from your supreme mandate shall be
“ fulfilled.'—On completing all arvangements for the
w expedition to Turén, I set out with a body of lions
“ from the lairs of battle, taking along with me
# Gurksar. When we had reached the frontier of
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* the Enst, I asked him to point out the roml
* which led to the city of Safrieh : he made answer,
““ There are three roads leading to it : one of which
“is excecdingly short; but it presents 8o many oh-
“ stacles, that it is impossible, on secount of them,
* to take that voad." On this, committing myself to
“ the protection of the Lord of high and low, I pro-
*“ ceeded by the short but dangerous route, having
“given the command of the army to Bishitun.
** There firstappeared on the road two wolves : such
“ formidable beasts my eyes had never before be-
“held: these monsters rushed fariously against me,
“ but with my keen-edged sabre I soon separated
* their heads from their bodies. In the next halt-
“ ing place I beheld two dreadful lions, which sprung
“at me, but with the discharge of one arrow |
*“ sewed them together: the next stage 1 saw a
“ Stmurgh, which pounced on me from the summit
* of 2 mountain; but, through the favour of the Al
** mighty, with my well-tempered sword I deliversd
“ the world from her polluted existence : in the
** next stage there came against me a seven-headed
*“ dragon, the black smoke from whose mouth ascend-
“ ed to the heavens, and each of jts eyes appeared
" to my sight like a bluzing fire - recommending
“ myselfto God, I drew my sword, and began to ent
“off the heads successively ; but when one head
“only remained, with a well-aimed blow [ eut
Y
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“ gonfidence, as 1 shall not remain an inattentive
“ gpectator of what passes: therefore, in two or
* three days dfter my departure from hence, you
““are to advance on the city, unfurling your hostile
# banners,and sounding the drum of battle.'—When
“ we came near the gates of Safrich, I ordered the
“ camels to be unladen, and the tents pitched in the
* plain, as is the custom of merchants : during this,
“ the brother of Arjasp drew near; on which T arose,
“and filled a golden goblet with dismonds, all
* which, with two gilt arrows, I presented as a gift,
“ addressing him at the same time in an attitude of
“ the most profound respect.  He set a high value
“on this present; but contemplated the arrows
“ with great surprise, and said, * What artist has
“ wrought these arrows I’  After which, he added,
“* Tell me truly who thou art? for what purpose
“ hast thon eome hither ! and from whence hast
“ thou brought these arrows? Such as these 1
“ auee beheld in Ivan, when we fought against
“ Gushtasp and Esfendidr.' To this 1 replied, in a
* fimn manner, ‘ My profession 15 that of a mer-
“ chant, 1 have heard that my father was a native of
“ Turkestin, but my mother of Irin. 1 sometimes
“ feteh stulls and wares from the East to the West,
“ and sometimes bring them hither from that quar-
 ter: these arrows 1 purchased at such a eIty in
“ Irim,  Your servant had many articles of this
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** description, until Esfendidir (may he never behold
& happy dayt) by violence and injustice deprived
“me of them all”  Arjdsp’s brother, on henring
“ these words, took me with him into the city; amd
* represented to the king that a merchant of such
“and such w description had arrived, bringing
* with hiny immense wealth.  Arjdsp instantly or-
“ dered me Lo appear before him, and [ hastened to
“ present mysell’ with suitsble offirings. At the
“moment of the mterview, he first asked, © What
*“ account hast thou of Esfendidr 1" T answered,
“* He has assembled his army; and proposes to
“ march hither, by the route of Haft Khin.'
** Arjasp, on hearing this, smiled with disdain: and
* regarding me as a person weak in inderstanding,
“ said, “ If Esfendiar even became a bird, he would
“ e unable to fly along that road, On departing
“firom the presence, 1 represented to the king,
** My merchandize remains unprotected, outside
* the ity On 'which Arjisp commanded a spa-
“ cious dwelling, within the fortifications, to bhe
“ assigned to my use. Having thus introduced my
* commodities, and coffers filled with men, T went
“ to survey the place.  After a short time, and a
" limited. petiod, an alurm was spreadd in the eity,
“* There is a numerous host come from Irin to
“such a place!  Arjasp thereupon ordered the
* lions of' the lairs of resolution to'sally forth, under
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“the conduct of his brother, and repel the in-
“vadlers, The citadel and the walls being thus
“ stripped of their valiant defenders, T took this op-
“ portunity to let out my seventy chosen cham-
“ piong whom [ had introduced by stratagem into
*'the city, and sent them to take possession of the
“ gates; tellmg them to raise this cry, ‘ Let the
“ fortune of Esfendifr ever remain unshaken!® |
“ went myself, with ten companions, to the palace
“of Arjhsp, whom we found plunged in térror and
* astonishment at the shout of the Irinians : with
“ the rapidity of resistless destiny I entered the
* palace; and soon prostrated the tyramt, who had
“* presumptuously exalted his head to the orbit of
* Saturn. After this, | went out of the fort, to
**assist my brother Bishuttin ; and maide so dreadful
““a charge on the foe, that their army was broken,
*and Anbsp's brothers fell by my hands. 1 set
“the fortress on fire, recovered mwy sisters, and,
“ making prisoners of the inmates (femules) of the
*“ paloce, returned towards Irén, crowned with com-
* plete success:  In the course of this march, we
“pussed by & fort erected on the sommit of a
*“lofty mountiin, mhahited by idolators. In this
ot was an idol of gigantic size, to whose power
*they attached hniplicit belief, and to which the
" people of the surrounding country sent the stray-
*ing travellers as an offering. instead of dirliems
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“ and dinfirs. On coming near, | observed on the
“declivity of the mountain a number of persons
“ under arms, with eyes so large, and countenances
*“ 50 hideous, that they looked like demons.  One of
“the idolatrous priests then approached, and said,
** The image in whose worship we glory lias sent
“ me with this messagze :— O Esfendiar ! although,
* by thy mighty strength, thou hast trivmphed over
“ thy fellow-mortals, be not therefore o presump-
* tious as to fight against Ged. Whoever obeys
* me, obtaine all his desires ; but whosoever op-
* poses me, is rejected to all eternity, and coverad
* with shame to all infinity.  In addition to this,
** there are assembled within the fort numbers of
* warriors, each individual of whom possesses the
" strength of & thousand men. On heaving these
* impious words, I recommended mysell to the Lord
“ of the Universe, and, alighting from my steed, or-
** dered all the horsemen to dismount, and ron ap the
* mountains like the nimble parteidee.  Meanwhill
“ the idolaters hurled down huge rockss hut at
** last the gales of victory begun to breathe on us;
“ multitndes of the mfidels fell by my hands, and
“ the eastle was laid weste. 1 entered the temple,
“ where we demolishied the ido) and sheine of these
* victims of wrath : we bore away from thenee im-
“* mense tressures and sbundant hoards of precious
“ objects; which they had been amnsging there



2

“ during o long continuance of years: all which 1
“ sent as an offering to Gushtisp.—Now, O Rus-
“tam! i all the mighty deeds you have heard me
“ recount, I stood not in need of the Simurgh's
“* aid : my hopes and -reliance were placed on the
“ favour and infinite mercies of the Lord: there-
“ fore, when I fully meditate and carefully investi-
“ gate your actions, I am convinced that you merit
“not the seat of precedency, excepting in your
“ own country and your own palace. 1 feel nei-
“ ther desire nor want of you'; but I am Alled with
* grief, to think that you, who are advanced in
“ years, expose yourself to die an ignominious
W ﬂm'n

Rustam, who had listened with attention to this
discourse, grew thoughtful, on hearing the great
prowess of Esfendidr: he therefore arose, to with-
draw from the place of audience; but the prince, ob-
serving the purpose of his soul, laid the formdations
of courtesy, took him by the hand, and, seating him
by his side, thos addressed him: * O Rustam! itis
iy custom to shew hononr to my guests.” Rustam
then gat down, well pleased and contented. Esfen-
didr having ordered meats and drinks to be set be-
fure them, they both ate out of one dish, During
threv days und nights, they gave themselves up to
music and to the banguet; all which time Esfendiar
radeavoured to procure Rustam’s consent to be
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taken in chains before Gushtésp: this the champion
of the world always refused, but requested permis-
sion to go, without being chained, in the prinee's
train, and tender his homage to Gushtisp. The
brazen-bodied Esfendiir would not grant this re-
quest ; 50 that, in the midst of thege questions and
rejoinders, Rustam at lnst expressed himself to this
purpose :

“ 1 Hlearly see, that either the steed of Fafendiar

* Must paee -t the suble withour b vder,

* Or thi charper of battle-sselimz Mustam
~ Bhall retwru homs without i Tad"

The issne of battle being now determined on,
Rustam hastened back to his palace, wheve he past
the miglit in the mest desponding manner; however,
with the dawn of day he advanced, completely
armed, to the field of battle. Esfendidr also entered
the lists, elated with the oft-tried prowess of his
arm.  The two rank-breaking heroes then com-
menced an encounter, such, that even unrelenting
Mars himself, if pﬂssﬂjle. would have descended
from the fifth heaven, and opened the gates of amity
before them, When evening come, Rustam, with
many a wound and groan, returned to his palace,
where he dressed his wounds. 'The next day he
resumed his own plan, and, with the discharge of one
arrow, stretehed on the plain the intrepid lion of
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war. The investigating mind is not imnorant of this,
that the historimns of Ajem record, respecting this
ovent, several particulars quite remote from proba-
lility : for instance, as no ¢ommon arrow or swonl
could made any impression on Esfendiin’s hody, that
Rustam, by the Simurgh’s eouncil,, shot him in the
gyes with a double-pointed arrow, which caused Tiis
death : this is altogether inconsistent with proba-
bility,  Ferdausee says, on this head :

* Whes Hugtum hol sapilly placed the twyo-headed srrow
* In the manner direvisd by the Stnmrgh's procopts,
“ He dischurged it into the vyes of Eefendifir,
“ And the world became veiled in darkness before thi heria,
* The lofty sammit of the waving cyprass wus bowed Jown ;
"Thautmufmyn.‘l spleudor pasel fur away ;
“The pious prince’s hesd wes usibled 16t dnst,
“ Al the Chauchion bow' dropped from his TP
“ At that moment s spake Hostam o Esfendifr :—
= "0 sword-brandisting champion of high renows !
1 v now Linwersd iy Mend to the duyst,
* And consumed with sgony thy mother’s et
“Thim wast, ere this, mylod The brazen-bodind Chiof,
* Whiose force conld hurl the hizh heavons dows 1o eaali ;
* Vet one wound s made thes cessn for ever Trm he b,
= And Ihnummnmutpnmwmdmnpwy tir gl P —
A e wedds of Rustan's, the lieast of the fullen chiof
" Beeoiled on itslf, fike the m':Lh.mL BETPENE
" And b thus replied:=— The revolvitg sphicres

'3 A bow e in Chidch, o ey of Khatan g or by 1 farmome
bew-mbker of that name.  Such bows were peither sffcctod by

heats or dampe
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~ Exhibit many instances of auch Kindness ;

* The world records conntless exumples of this natore.

* "Phis is uot the first instance of reverse disployed by Fortaue.”

* He ended : and bis pure soul departed from the body,

“ Which loy eovered with wounds oo the pluin”

After the death of Esfendiir, Rustam, by his
father's advice, detained Behmen in Sistin; and
Bishiitun hore back to Irin his byother's bier,
amidst tears and exclamations. of grief, and all
the army dressed in black.

Here follow some of Esfendidr's sayings :—

U Devoud gratitude is better thun hestowing gifts; for
o the effect of the former is pormanent, but thot of the
“ |atter tratmitory.”

# Do nothing in sseret. which, if mode public, would
¢ pender thee sshamoed.”

He has also said :—

“ "The person, whose iferests are based on enmity, will,
“ through neeessity, ineline to fivndship, when the re-
" verses of time and e rovolutions of the world ailiet
“ himg bat me soon a8 the pressure is romnoved, e will
» pecur 1o fis inherent bins, sad recommenes the fonnds-
 tion of hostile proceedings, It therefore legsomes o
* prodent: man not %o he decdvest by the fattering de-
U elneations of a foe, extortel lrom him merely tiedngl
“ ndeossity 3 neither shonld he nt any time swerve from
“ thee path of vigilupes and eautian.”

it is related, thut when Gushtisp received the
news of Esfendidrs death, e repented ol his con-
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duct, and bitterly lamented the fate of his unequalled
son, - No sooner was the time of mourning expired,
than he led his army intu_Turkesuiu, wlhiere hie fought
many battles against the Turks : dreadful engage-
ments and furious contests took place on both
sides, in which countless multitudes of human
beings fell victims to ruin and slaughter in the field
of battle. The victarious sovereign . having re-
turned triumphant from this war, summoned Dis.
tin (Zaul) to give up Behmen (the son of Esfen-
didr), who, by his mother, was descended from Talot
(Sanl); and he appointed him his successor to the
government of the kingdom and the command of
the military. This prince, even in his futher's Tifee-
time, was universally styled, « The mighty in valour,
“the profound m knowledge, although the tender
“in years." Itis also to be observed, that Behmen,
in the Tonian® language, mewns “ Well-mtentioned.”
When, by the resignation of the kingdom to Beh-
men, he had been duly proclaimed successor to the
crown, Gushtisp, having resigned himself wholly to
arranging the means of preparing for eternity, and
turned all his evergy to the worship of the Almighty,
uddressed to the prince the following expressions:—
“ Tome the corner of the vell und i ke of barley

“ Appear far sweoter than regal pomp and SWay-
= However much I laboured 1o amupss nrmple stopes,

") Sone Monuseapts reod, + fhe Syrine g,
1 1 Ty
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"1 bheheld no frais, sve those of sorrow aid pain.

A morsel of bromd, imd & drswgbt of cold witer,

= Are better far than risme ap with n pallid Giee®—

= Ploce no reliance an crown or thinne or hikts,

* Nether go in pursuit of realing, trésanres, anil dignitie
* The worlll cau call ta mind miny who reserlile theo ;

** Il consignwd tn the winids of ruin mnny suel és e

One of his memorials, is the district of Beizd, a
delightfal park, ten parasangs in length. In the
well-guarded viemity of Shiriz, there cannot be
discovered another area which presents so many
charms, nor any enchanting retreats erowned with
such perpetual verdure. It has been at every pe-
riod the birth-place of the most distinguished men
of the age, and the matal soil of the learned in
every generation. For instance, Abit Abdallal, of
whose name the Sheikh AbG [shak of Firoozbid
has made such honourable mention in the Talkit-
i-Fakahd: also the Kiz{ Abh Bekr, who has pub-
lished such excellent works in various sciences :
also the Kz Nisir Uddecn Beizdwi, whose com-
positions. continually circulate on every lip and
tongue ; and, besides these, many other eminent
men, the enumeration of whom would lead to great
prolixity. |

The city of Shehrsubz, and Shinah, in Mawar-un-
nahr, are also ascribed to him by tradition. He was

(%) Foe Uough noviety to amus, or confisipn: arisdug from s
sense of pHviity.



334

also the first monarch who established & Minister
for despatches and correspondence : morcover, by
his orders, all Letters and communications were
written in a heautiful style and chojce expressions.
He was also the first who stamped money with the
image of a fire-temple: on one side wes the imnge
of the temple, and on the other the likeness of
Gushtisp with a crown on his head. He sat on
the throne one hundred and twenty years, and,
according to some writers, 2 much longer period ;
his title was Hirbud, or the “ Fire-worshipper.

Here follow some of his sayings :—

“ Of all mortals, humility is most suitable to the person
“10 whom the Great and Exalted Lord has vonelsfl
" benefits and favours, am! has extended the hand of his
* muthority over mankind."

“ Humility beecomes the eminent in dignity; for the
* humility of & mendicant proceeds From his profession.”
He has also suid: “ The dead man and the infidel
“are alike; and there is no safety to the unbe-
“liever: " that is, in the eyes of people of discern-
ment there is no difference between him that is
dead and the person destitute of faith; neither is
there any security to the unbeliever. Which great
truth is proved from this consideration: Whoever
does not acknowledge the great Supreme Cause,
who does every thing according to his pleasure; and
he who denies the Resurrection, the Day of Judg-
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ment, the rewards of actions, and the recompence
of deeds; just as all persons of common sense
reckon the dead body incapable of diffusing good
actions, displaying virtuous deeds, avoiding rebel-
lion, or shunning what is forbidden, so, without a
shadow of doulit, in econsequence of his unbelief,
results of the same kind are equally impossible to
the infidel.

He has also said : = It becomes not one prince to
envy another, except for the purity of disposition.”
In this sentence, however, the word * envy ™ must
be looked on as implying an eager desire or wish,
not ingratitude : as a king should earnestly desire
to obtain a virtuous fame and acquire praiseworthy
morals, so that the renown of his equity and auspi-
cious fortune may be spread over the world like that
of other virtuous kings, and the records of his ad-
mirable deeds may remain indelibly perpetuated on
the pages of day and night, like those of other
mighty sovereigns.

The following is also & conclusion of his sagacious
mind : *“ The excellence of a king above his sub-
* jects consists in his power of doing good and per-
* forming praiseworthy acts:" that is, the monarch
blessed with umderstanding is he, who, being tho-
roughly skilled in the modes of terminating im-
portant affairs, and the means of obtaining their
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results, final objeets, and purposes, exhibits and
zealously employs his choicest bounty and sincerest
respect in support of the sage and his contempora-
ries, who possess the qualities and deserts which
merit distinction. Such characters appreciate the
value of the honours conferred on them: and make
a grateful return, in so efficacious a munner, that
its memorials cannot be effaced from the journals
of Fortune, but are co-equal in existence with the
world itself.

Gushtisp has also said: “ Whoever is deceived
“ by a name is brought to a morsel of bread: and
““ he who is a traitor to his bread is brought to the
“ scaffold.” The origin of which saying is as follows:
This prince had a Vizir called Rést Rishan (Just and
Enlightened) ; by whose name he was so deceived,
that he reposed in him the greatest confidence, and
through his calumnies disgraced the former Minister,
entertaining no suspicion of Rist Riishan, who was
daily sowing the seeds of iniquity,

The king of Hindustan having unexpectedly in-
vaded the empire, Gushtésp was of course in want of
money to equip his army, but, to his astonishment,
found the treasury exhausted. In this emergency
he consulted his Vizir, who said to him: “Your
“ wealth is in the pockets of your subjects: it ig
* therefore merely necessary to give orders for col-
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* lecting it." The king knew that such a measure
would bring desolation on his kingdom; and being
greatly distressed by these melancholy reflections, he
went towards the desert, to meditate. He happened
to come to a place where they were engaged in
hanging a dog: the king having asked the reason
of such & proceeding, the shepherd thus answered :
“ 1 reposed confidence in this dog, and delivered
“my entire flock to his protection : on finding it
“ sensibly diminished, | investigated the cause, and
*“ discovered that the dog had betrayed me: he
“ had formed an intimacy with a she-wolf, and
*“ closed his eyes in sleep while she took as many
* of the flock as she thought proper.” Gushtasp,
admonished by this incident, examined closely
both into the state of his subjects and his Vizir's -
conduct. The result having clearly proved that
the Minister had betrayed him in the highest degrec
and embezzled his treasures, thereupon the criminal
was hanged ; and by the talent of his former Vizir,
he speedily repelled the enemy, replenished the trea-
sury, and improved the state of the military and
the cultivators. ’



THE HISTORY OF BEIMEN “

Tae historians of Fars style this prince Daraz
Dast, or “ Long-handed ;" because his authority ex-
tended over the Seven Climates. The great majority
of writers also assert, that no Ajemite sovereign
equalled him in virtues and science: he was a
monarch pre-eminent in humility, justice, mildness,
and mercy. Hifiz Abri says, that the following
was the exordium of all his despatches : * This is
“the missive of Ardeshir, the devoted servant of
“God, and the servants of him who is your ruler.”
The same writer also tells us, that he was the first
who prefixed to all his Letters, “ In the name of
God, &c." As to the etymology of Ardeshir®, the
following tradition is related :—* As Esfendisr was
“once in conference with Gushtdsp, he was in-
* formed of the birth of & son, at the same moment
“in which a servant passed who held a dish be-
“tween his hands. Esfendidr went out, and in-
“* quired, * What hast thou T The servant answered,
“ ¢ A'vd o shir; (* flour and milk.")" The author of
the Mufiteh-al-ulim, when making mention of

(*) Baluman ia u Sanscrit compound, which sigaifies * possess-
* ing arms"

(*) Ardeshir (in Sanserit. Urddha-siras) means * of exaliad hegd. "
The Zend nod Sanserit have u close affinity.”—Mavcota's Prrvia.
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Behmen after Gushtisp, thus expresses himself:
* Then came Ardeshir, that is Belimen, the son of
“ Esfendiar, the son of Gushtésp, who was called by
“ both these names, and his title was < The Liberul." *

It is said, that when this prince sent » governor
into any province, he secretly appointed a spy
over him, in order to be informed of the governor's
conduct towards the Rayis: if he behaved with
Justice, he was promoted ; but if he proved tyranni-
cal, he placed in his lap (he inflicted on him) the
pumishment due to his deserts. Once a-year he
summoned all his subjects to appear before lim @ he
then descended from his throne: and baving pre-
mised suitable prayers and thanksgivings, thus ad-
dressed them: “One year has now elapsed since
“my reign and authority over you have com-
*“ menced : if any act of mine, or of the gOVErnors
" appointed by me, have given you discontent, you
* are now to declare it, that I may investigate the
*“ matter.”  After some interval, the high-priest
rose up, and said : “ O king! may your reign last
** for ever! The nobility and people are grateful and
** contented : your virtues are universally applauded,
“ and thankfully acknowledged.” Then some one
proclaimed aloud to the people: “ O men! cultivate
“ the ground : fear God: be not guilty of treason :
“ depart far away from corrupt desires!” The
king then said to his Ministers : ** Whenever you

e
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= perceive me inelined to [alsehood, or deviating
“ from the direct path, keep me back from such
“ deeds: if you observe me wrathful against any,
“ prestrain me: on every occasion inspire me with
* a desire of doing all that is praiseworthy.”

They say, that when the throne had been for
some time graced by the presence of Behmen, in
consequence of his sound reflection, deep reason,
impartial justice, and extensive liberality, the con-
cerns of the world were duly amanged, and the
affairs of the empire condncted with firmmess,
Having thus long devoted himself to conciliate every
heart, and to do good in every part of the empire,
his energy now prompted him to avenge his father’s
blood on Rustam Dastin®, and to lay Zabulistin
waste. He therefore sent in advance an army
composed of chosen warriors, terrible as the Day of
Judgment; and he himself immediately followed
them. At this juncture, Behmen heard that the
resistless whirlwind of death had torn up by the
roots the tree of Rustam’s life from the garden of
existence, and that Farimarz his son had succeeded
to all his hononrs. As soon as the Jord of the
Seven Climates had reached Zabulistin, a terrible
engagement took place; in which such multitudes
were slaughtered on both sides, that the deserts and
plains, from the numbers of the slain, appeared like

*) Rustam, the son of Zanl, entitled Dustiin.
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lofty eminences: In this battle fell the chieftains
and relations of Rustam, along with his son Fari-
marz ; and Zaul himself was taken prisoner.

In the course of his reign, Behmen deposed
Bakhtnasar’s son from the government of Babel ;
which he committed to one of Lohorisp's sons,
named Kurésh, whose motherwas descended from
the Children of Isracl: he likewise commanded him
to send back the eaptives of the Children of Israel to
the territory of the Holy Temple, and to appoint as
their governor whomsoever they themselves should
seleet : Kurésh therefore assembled the Children of
Israel, and appointed Daniel to the government. It
is related in some Histories, that Lohordsp having
deposed Bakhtnasar from the government of Babel,
permitted the Israelitish captives to retum, in order
that the kingdom of Shaum (Syria) sheuld be culti-
vated: they conformed to these orders, and in the
days of Behmen had brought the territory of the
Holy Temple to the highest state of cultivation:
but Behmen having sent an ambassador to the

“hildren of Israel, their king put him to death;
which so aroused his indignation, that he com-
manded Bukhtnasar a second time to lay waste the
country of a people, who neither obeyed God, nor
the decrees of the king, Bukhtnasar therefore, set-
ting out with his army, Inid the Holy Temple and
the region of Shawm entirely waste; and returned
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to Ik Araby with one hundred thousand young
children, whom he had borne away into captivity :—
but all knowledge i with the Almighty! When &
hundred and twenty years of Behmen’s reign had
now elapsed, he committed the empire to the pro-
found talents of his daughter Homi{; altogether
excluding his son Sassin, who had always expected
the empire to deseend from his fither to himself, in
the legitimate and acknowledged manner, On the
occurrence of an event so contrary to his hopes, he
retired from his father's court; and adopting; through
necessity, a solitary and recluse life, embraced a
state of seclusion and austerity, deriving his suste-
nance from the milk of a few sheep which he pos-
sessed.

Behmen became daily more disconsolate and en-
fecbled ; and whilein this state, it was announced to
him that Homé{ was pregnant; on which he or-
dered the crown to be placed on her bosom: which
intelligence so depressed the mind of Sassén, that
he commenced a wandering life over the world. 1Tt
is related in the history of Sulaimén Shammi, that
when Homdi was delivered of Dirib, she conceived
& great aversion to the child: she therefore put him
into a coffer with many precious-stones, and threw
him into ane of the rivers of Istakhar, or, as others
say, of Balkh. A miller happening to find the coffer
on the banks of the river, on opening it beheld an
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infant exquisitely graceful and beautiful: he took
the child to his house, and devoted the most un-
ceasing attention to his education, until he arrived
at years of maturity : the traces of royalty and high
command were evidently pourtrayed on his brow :
in short, in the flower of his youth, Déirib was
honoured by being enrolled in the royal service:
and being recognised by his mother, was, by her
order, proclaimed heir to the throne.

It is however stated in the Térikh Maajem, that
Behmen, towards the end of his life, placed the dia-
dem of sovereign sway on Dirdb's head; as the
author of the following lines asserts :—

* When twice sixty yeurs had passed over Behmen's head,

“ Hu suddenly sank down, like o fish into the net

= Although Dirdb, his son, wos yet of tender years;

* He povertheless appointed him bis successor to the throne,

W And thus addressed him :—* This cmpire, so mighty aod re
powned,

* Which is famed smong all the princes of the earth,

“ T hive transferred, by my virtues snd power,

* Like a precious ring o ormament your finger.

“ Act also necording to the dictates of prudence and reason,

“ Thit your dignity may long time remain.

* 1o cose yon pursue conduct of n different Kiud,

* The empire of Kai Khusrau will not become you." *

Among the eminent sages contemporary with
Behmen, one was Zimokrates; and another Bokréit
the Physician; both of whom this prince held in the
highest estinuation and honour : he derived illumi-
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nation from the effulgent science of these great
philosophers, and thereby originated wonderful pro-
positions and brilliant observations. It is one of
Behmen's sayings, “ A man's rank is elevated by
his generous deeds:* these truly supply the most
powerful motives for shewing honour, and testifying
respect to the great ; for whoever opens the door
of munificence to the meritorious or the necessitous,
the Almighty expands before him the gates of wealth
and the mansions of happiness :—

* Glory i= as the palin of the hand, and libernlity s fingers.
* Of what service is the pulm, if it be devoid of fingers ¥

He has also said, “ The remembrance of a service
renderod is the fruit of the tree of life.” It remains
not concealed from the penetrating genius of those
who reside in the regions of prudence and reflec-
tion, and the inhabitants of this abode of cxistence
and corruption, the results of the seven planets and
the four elements, that although the prophets of
old, the primitive kings, and suge philosophers, pro-
foundly considered how they might keep off Abl
Yahif (the angel of death), yet no created Being
within the wide extent of experience has been able
to place the hand of resistance on the front of
destiny, nor could any one of them prolong his
existence a single moment beyond the appointed
time. This door being closed against them, they
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entered on another mode of effecting their purpose :
they knew that the acquisition of lasting fame and
eternal glory form a second life ; and therefore; cx-
erting themselves in this view of the subject, they
embellished and adorned the pages of their exalted
volumes, the records and memorials of greatness,
with the most eminent virtues and the most tran-
scendant endowments: they ormamented and em-
broidered the mantles of splendor and the turbans
of glory with the qualities most deserving of ap-
plause and admiration, and have thereby conse-
quently attained to immortal life and everlasting
fame.

Another of his sayings is, “ Mildness is the key
to prosperity ;" that is, Mildness of speech is the
key to salvation, and a sweet tongue is the key to
the lock of safety. An unfecling nature and a cor-
rupt heart: cause the foundations of happiness to be
annihilated, and the props of dignity to be destroyed;
whereas mildness, humility, gentléness, and equani-
mity, strengthen the sources of prosperity, and pre-
pare the means of stability of reputation.  Severity
and harshness scare away friends; but gentlences
and kind words convert even foes into friends. The
Almighty has said to his Prophet: “ Assuredly, if
“thou be harsh and hard-hearted, all will flee away
* from thee," '

This prince ulso said : * To put in practice what
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“has been already tried, and proved uvseless, is to
“ throw away life.,”

He also said : ““ The first of virtues is justice;
“ and to avenge on the oppressor the wrongs of the
“ oppressed is the first of noble qualities.”

AUCOUNT OF DURTAM DASTA'N, AND IIE CATARTROPHE

Tux historians and genealogists of Ajem trace the
lineage of Rustam to Jemsheed; but his dignity
was so transcendent, that he stands not in need of
eulogium or panegyric. His brother, by his father's
side, was Shighid, an exceedingly envious and ma-
lignant man : he was married to the king of Kdbul’s
danghter, and resided in that country. This prince,
throngh the pressure of paying tribute, and Shighid,
through excess of envy and malignity, both joined
in censuring Rustam, and conspiring against him :
therefore, in pursuance of a mutual understanding,
the king of Kéibul publickly commanded Shighéid to
depart from his capital; on which he tumed to-
wards Sistin, where he had the honour of visiting
his father and brother. As Rustam regarded his
brother’s arrival as an event worthy of distinction,
he inquired, * What circumstance produced the
dispute between yourself and the ruler of Kédbul
Shighiid replied: “ When your ambassador arrived
“ from Sfstin, to demand the tribute of Kabul, the
“traces of aversion first became visible on the
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*“ king’s forehead, so that he began to seek pre-
* tences for evading the customary payment. On
** my cautioning him against oppoesition to you, he
“ grew exceeding angry, and began to reproach me
“ in these words : * If you had deserved to be reck-
“ oned amongst the Children of Adam, assuredly
“ your father would never have driven you from
** his presence: you have long talked incessantly
“ about Rustam, and pride yourself on being his
* brother; but in me behold one brayer by far than
* he, and with more extensive dominions than that
“ vile fellow’s” After many similar harsh expres-
“ sions, the wretch expelled me from his kingdom,
“and sent me away to my brother.” Rustam,
highly imcensed at such & recital, instantly issued
orders for assembling his army, to make an expedi-
tion into Kabul: on which Shightd thus spoke to
the champion of the world: * Who is the king of
“ Kibul, that you should proceed against him with
“ such mighty forces and preparations, and set
“such account on his prowess? It is therefore
* most advisable not to allow yourself any delay,
* but to set out alone to that place. 1 also will
* go in your train. Be assured that the very ru-
“ mour of your approach will either force him to
** flee to some distant part of the world; or he will
““ hagten to declare his unconditional submission,
“ bearing along with him the sword and winding-
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« gheet.” Rustam, having assented to these deceit-
fill representations of his hypocritical brother, set
ot for Kéabul, accompanied by Zuwérah and the
traitor Shighéid, who had despatched a courier to
inform the king of Rustam's approach; and in his
Letter importunately urged him as follows : ““ It be-
# hoves the king not to remit the least in the plan
« we have arranged, but to prosecute it with the
“ greatest vigour, in order that he, being deli-
« yered from Rustam’s despotic sway, may pass his
o life in uninterrupted security, reposing on the
o couch of tranquillity.” No sooner had the king
of Kébul been informed of Rustam's approach, than
he ordered deep pits to be dug in the Chir Bagh
(Four Gardens), whither he proposed to conduct
Rustam : in these they were commanded to place
quantities of sharp instruments—javelins, spears,
and such like; after which they were to cover up
the pits with bushes and fagots, and scatter the
dust of baseness in the eyes of magnanimity. As
soon as Rustam reached the confines of Kibul, the
king went out to meet him, his head and feet un-
covered, having with him many precious gifts and
offerings : he bowed his head to the ground, and
chung to the robes of apology and pardon. Rustam
however gaid to him: “ There has been made a
* yepresentation concerning you, of such a nature
« as to render it nmpossible for you to escape alive
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*“ out of my hands." The king of Kabul then took
an oath, and said : ©“ Whatever has been conveyed
“ to your noble and exalted hearing has never oc-
“curred. I am your servant, and the kingdom is
“ yours," On this Rustam said, * Cover your head
with the turban, and resume your boots:" but he
answered, “ It is impossible, until you deign to
grant my request.” Rustam having demanded what
that was, the king said, * That you should deign
“ to visit my garden, so that I may receive you
“ with an entertainment suitable to your dignity.”
Rustam assented, and the king of Kibul led the
way with great circumspection; whilst the credu-
lous champion, heedless of the snarve laid by his
brother and the king, urged on his steed Raksh
without apprehension: suddenly the rider and his
horse were. precipitated into one of the pits, and
almost all Rustam’s limbs were sorely wounded by
the sharp-edged swords and pointed arrows. By a
mighty effort, he succeeded in ascending to the
brink of the pit; and at this moment the hypocri-
tical Shighad drew near exultingly. Rustam said ;
** Lay my bow and arrows by my side; so that if a
** wild beast should attack me, I may be able to
““ ward off that calamity.” Shighad, who had still
some seeds of affection planted in his breast, placed
the arms.before him as he desired; when Rustam,
notwithstanding his feeble state, fitted an arrow to
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the bow; and Shighad, alarmed for his safety®,
concealed himself, behind a neighbouring tree, from
the champion’s sight.

“0n b_ﬂhnlllhglhh.-ﬂnlhmrninihhhnnﬂ'nnhi[h:
 Alihongh exhausted, he with sich foree dischuryed the arrow
'+ That he sesved wgether Shighiid nnd the tree.—
“Mhhmphdthﬂhzmuthcmmnmdhi-hm‘ﬂrhqwﬁq:
“ Whilst Shighfill groaned aloud from belind the deadly wound.
“ The champion made but short monrming over him.

« And he thus spoke =—* Praise be to the Almighty,

+ That 1 have ever been grateful to His providence !

« Even now, when my expiring 1ife is scated on my lips,

* Tywo short nights have not peased over my nnavenged wiongs
“The Almighty has granted my wish before my desth,

“ T inflict the punishment due to this treacherous deed.”

 He cessed : his soul departed from the body,

» And multitudes monrned bitterly over the hero! 4"

(%) e f'-!ﬂt miny also mean, * through an evil conscience.”

(") * The history which Ferdansf gives of Exfendifr is extremely
fabulous; and his hero Rustwm is bromght from thit repose
which a century before Kai Kbusruu hnd deemed him entitled to
ﬁqaﬂmntofhhgmt'ngr,wﬁchmn_thmﬁmr hundred,
hﬁgh:muhmhnh:mmdrmlﬂ; becamse the cruel and
jealous Gushthep, envious of Esfendidr's glory, had permaded
Ihntphcelnundfmifdhdmgamm enterprise of bringing
Rustam bound to his presence.  The bero, wha cammot subemit
shia indiguity, engages Esfendifir, snd slays bim in single combat
he tokes charge of his son Behmen, or Dirfe Dast, who after-
wuﬁ:mﬂ:h?&rﬁml&mnn;nﬂnntbﬁmmﬂﬂufﬂmn.
mkuwunnhh{hnﬁ;,m-thngmmdnfmwughgtﬁu&m:'n
death. I this conthat, the family of Rustam iz neurly destroyed ;
the nged Zuul made prisoser, and confined in an fron cage—
Frrd:ui' thus wives Romam on antediluvian age. nnd uscribes th
him all that teadition had recorded of o race of heroes that Tived
during the perinds of which he writes."—Mavcors's Persta.
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The compilers of past events relate, that as Dastin
was one day sitting at table with Rodabeh, there
came a raven, which, having perched on one of the
turrets of the palace, began to croak aloud: on
hearing this, Zaul burst out into exclamations of
woe, whilst two rivers of blood streamed down his
cheeks. Rodabeh, the mother of Rustam, there-
upon asked him, “ What has happened, that thou
“ art thus suddenly changed !” Zaul answered,
“ Yon hird unfolds a dreadful tale of woe, which
 far exceeds every other, except the calamity of
“ famine.” Rodibeh said, * What can this be?”
Zaul replied : * I fear, if thy knowledge extend to
“ this matter, that the deluge of grief and misery
“ will commit the palace of thy existence as a prey
“ to the whirlwind of dissolution: the event which
“ has occurred is of such a nature, that although
“ thou mayest resign thyself to every expression of
“ grief and woe, it is all of no avail” After this,
Rustam’s mother became so urgent in her inquiries,
that Zaul at last said, “ Rustam, Shighad, and
“ Zuwirah, have transferred their substance from
“ this perishable abode to the everlasting mansions.”
Rustam's mother, on hearing this dreadful state-
ment, sent forth a piercing shriek, which shook
Zaul's firm palace to its deep foundations: then
breaking out into groans and wailings, she siid to
Zaul, * O decrepit old man and frantic dotard!
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« wpnst thou reckon the pangs of fumine more in-
“ supportable than this calamity T 1 swear to God,
# that [will no more eat or drink until the hour
“ of destruction overpowers me!” During seven
nights and days she gave hersell up to mourning
and lamentations, and would not partake of food 3
but on the expiration of that period, being exhausted,
she came by night into the kitchen; and as, through
hunger, her eyes were unable to distinguish objects,
she thercfore stretched forth her hands m eyery
divection to discover some kind of food : suddenly
she put her hand on a dead serpent; and as she
was conveying it to her mouth, a damsel, who
beheld the circumstance, cried out, “ Beware of
“ eating what thou holdest in thy hand ! it is a
“ dead serpent.” Rodabeh, having thus verified
Zaul's saying, called for food: and no sooner had
she eaten a few morsels, than her sight was restored
to its former state.

After a few days, the account of Rustam’s death
having been spread through Neemraoz, his son,
Farimarz, instantly assembled his rank-breaking
soldiers, at the head of whom he advanced towards
Kibul : and this having come to the King's know-
ledge, he also collected a numerous army, to en-
counter and oppose the invaders: on this, there
enstied a dreadful combat, in which multitudes were
slain on either side. Farimarz at last ohtained the
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victory. During the rout and confusion of the enemy,
having taken the king of Kibul prisoner, he, with
the lance of victory, immediately tore up the tree of
his existence from the root: in this battle he also
destroyed with the ruthless sword many of the king's
relations and connections. Farimarz then conveyed
his father's body to Sistin, where it was deposited
in a vault: after which he ruled over Kibul and
Zabul with absolute sway, mntil the fatal period
when the whirlwind of adversity tore up from the
root the tree of his existence, as has been before
recorded in these pages. Itis one of his sayings :
“ Every object is gratified through the expenditure
« of wealth; excepting battle, which can only be
« satisfied by the expenditure of life." By means of
riches we may ward off every danger, excepting that
of battle, which is to be appeased only by the peril
and exposure of our precious lives and persons.

“ Fix not thy heart on this revolving globe : itismerely the wheel
% Of o mill, twrned by strewms of blood msuing from the brave.”

He has also said : “ Well-directed reason is part
of the power of the mighty.” The sages of old
have also said : The truly brave man should in like
manner be prudent ; for should he place his entire
confidence in his prowess and might, he is unex-
pectedly assailed by some wound, which cannot be
closed, and for which the physician of fortune is
unable to find a4 remedy. It is proper to observe,
AA
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that the expression, * War is fraud,” used by the
Emir of the Faithful (on whom be benedictions and
salutations!) to Amr the son of Abdf, during the
war of the Foss, is a sufficient and decisive confir-
mation of the above sentiment. He has also said,
« The perfection of patience is the vanguard of vic-
tory ;" that is, Whoever, in any transaction with
friend or foe, displays forbearance and patience;
and whoever, amidst the conflicts of adversity or
the frauds of fortune, pursues the path of mildness
and endurance; the tree of his deliberation pro-
duces, in abundance, the fruit of desire.

He has also said: « Every master who demands
« from his servants tasks beyond their ability, by
« such conduct furnishes them with an apology for
** resistance.”

 Practise only (me pursuit; wicll only one mace.

"Mhqu:lnymmtmﬁadmﬁmupuﬂtgufmch:

“ But when this clsimant seeks that, und that other claims this,
" Thim i thire confidence on every side.”

O intelligent expounder of abstruse difficulties, in
comparison with the bright effulgence of whose
mind the splendor of the sun himself is but a dark
shadow, acquiesce in these illustrations and maxims !
although thy penetrating mind be as the world-dis-
playing solar goblet ®, reflecting on thy intellectual

") ri?-ﬁgniﬂﬂ‘ a goblet’ and *u mirrors’ the Esitern ua-

tioms form these of all kinds of metals, as well asof crystal or glass,
of muny shapes, but generally spherieal = they slso give this appells-

tion
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mirror the secrets of Fortune and the mysteries
of Fate, and profoundly versed in the pages of
Wisdom :—
* The revolutions of Destiny are manifest to thy pradence:
* The difficultics of Fortune become light before thy firm resolve.
“ Thy reason, from the purport of the eelestial pares, has perused
“ The volume of Fortune's secret purpose.”

THE REIGN OF HUMAL

Sowme historians say, that when the imperial throne
was graced by the happy presence of Humii (called
also Khinee), she diffused among mankind the au-
spicious tidings of justice and equity, by expanding
before them the portals of mercy and clemency.
When she had reigned five months, there was born
to her a son of exquisite beauty, on whose happy
brows were manifestly impressed the signs of autho-
rity and universal empire, with the characters of
sovereign sway and regal virtues: as Behmen had
ordered by his will, that if Humé{ were delivered of
a son, the crown should be placed on the infant's
head. But, according to the saying, * The king-
tion o the celestial globe.  According to them, Jemsheed, whom
they confound with Bacelus, Solomon, und Alesander the Great,
and ulio these personages, had cups, globes, or mirmors, by meuns
of which they knew whatever ocenrred in the natural or spiritual
wordd. The divining-eup of the Patriarch Joseph, and that of
Nestor in Homer, on which all mutare was symbaolically repre-
sented, may have sugwested this ides to the writers of the East,

AAZ
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dom is always a virgin," Humii concealed her deli-
very from the people: and, after anxious delibera-
tion, she determined on having a coffer made, and
throwing it into the river, with the infant inclosed,
and ample funds for his future support.— Firdausi
says on this head :.

% Ghe was delivered of o son in seeret, snd spake of it to none

» And thus kept him long time concesled, during eight months,

% "The child grew up, a strong resemblance of the depurted prince.

W A bemutiful cusket wes made of sessoned wood, lined with

pitch and musk;

" [ts inmide was made soft with the hrocude of Room,

» Tts outside well covered with musk sod wax.

* Tnside, in the lower pact, she made 5 couch for rrposs -

“ The middle space was filled with dismends of the finest watey

“ They also fastened niany princely pems

4 Around the arms of the tender babe,

* When sleep had overpowered the child,

 His intelligent nurse broke ont into towrs.

“ Guntly, gently she placed kim in the coffir,

“ And wrapped him up warmly in the silks of Choen.

* The bead of the coffer wad then made secure,

* Wil wax snd amber, pitch and sk

* The rnsket wiis borne out at the midnight homr:

“]twﬂbumbymwhnmﬂ‘am&nnmmmpmmﬁp

“ Tt wan horne out fram the presence of Humii,

* And cost into the running stream.”

In the Tharikh Ghzideh, it is said that a certam
fuller having found the coffer, took it up, and gave
the child the name of Dérdh: and as, by divine provi-
dence, it so happened that the fuller’s child, an in-
fant of five or six months old, had been a few days
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dead, he brought up Dérib carefully. But Déril
had no sooner arrived at maturity, than his royal and
exalted nature, not enduring to bow the head to the
occupation of a fuller and scourer, was solely intent
upon military weapons and exercises ; and through
this bias he joined himself to some troops which his
mother was sending against the people of Room.
The commander of these forces witnessed, during
their mareh, many proofs of his prosperity and good
fortune: he also observed him to display in Room
such incontrovertible demonstrations of heroie
bravery, that, on his return to Homéi's presence, he
bore testimony to all that he had seen : on which,
Humii, after mature and earnest investization,
having clearly discovered Déardb to be her son, with-
drew from the sovereign power, and resigned to
him the kingdom, with all her riches. The title
of this princess is Cheher Azid (* Of open or free
countenance’); and tradition assigns her a reign of
two and thirty years. The city of Harpavéigin, in
the territory of Isfahin, is one of her works: but
her chief work was the Hazér Sitin (Thousand
Columns) of Istakhar, which was afterwards de-
stroyed by Iskander of Room.



REIGN OF DARA’B, THE SON OF BEHMEN,

Da'sa’s, the son of Behmen, was a sovereign of
great splendor, and a conqueror of extensive sway,
who in a short period reduced to submission and
obedience many refractory chiefs: even kings of
mighty power reckoned their attendance on his
court the source of glory and the guarantee of sup-
port : the only exception was Filikoos®, Prince of
Room, who for some time bandied about the ball of
contention in the plain of hostility, fixing the chitkan
(bat) of resistance on the shoulder of opposition.
Diéirdb, being informed of his hostile purpose, gave
orders for assembling the ever-victorious troops;
and set out for Room with so immense a host, that
the accountants of intellect and the ealculators of
imagination would be utterly confounded in endea-
youring to estimate or describe its numbers and
preparations. The Prince of Room also, having
provided whatever was necessary for giving battle,
departed from his capital to meet the invaders.
When the two armies met, and their ranks were

(*) The Arab historians, not haying the letter o o their Alpha-
bet, turned Philippiis into Filibliis: this latter, by an eusy and
castomry permmtation of letters of the same orgen, was chunged
into Filifoos: and s the F¢ and K47 differ only by one diacritical
point, Filifoos casily becume, through the ignorance of the seribe.
Filikoos, sud Filkoos: which latter 35 the modem pronuncistion.



354

marshalled in due order, the winged arrows con-
veyed the tidings of Fate, and the sharp-edged sword
iissevered the visions of Hope :—

* The wooden fowl, with beak of irom,

“ Gayy chase to the pure bind of the sonl ;

* The mirror-coloured water from this seas (of steel)
* Bore off the pearl of life. and swam away.

* Intoviented must be the mon who qualls with me
“ Wine from the eup formed of his enemy's seull 1"

At last, through the gracious interposition of the
All-powerful Lord, the gales of victory breathed on
the army commanded by the successor of Gushtésp
and Behmen. The soldiers of Room, unable to
prolong the contest, fled in disorder; and Filikoos
himself, with a few who escaped the destructive
sword, took refuge in n certsin strong fortress
which, in height and strength, rivalled the canopy
of heaven. Filikoos was here long besieged; but
after a protracted blockade, Dirdb, by promises
and threats, prevailed on him to descend from this
impregnable fortress: and the Persian monarch,
afterwards preferring the hall of banquet to the field
of battle, demanded the daughter of Filikoos in
marriage ;—according to this saying : “ He took the
“ kingdom by the edge of his sword, and gave it
“ away at the point of his whip.” The kingdom of
Room was thus given back to the king: but this
condition was stipulated, that he should annually
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send, from the riches of Room, to the royal treasury,
a thousand golden eggs, each weighing forty mes-
cals, The affairs of the kingdom being settled in
this manner, Dirab directed the reins of expedition
towards the royal residence, bringing along with
him, to Irén, the illustrious daughter of Filikoos:
but when the step of majesty approached the carpet
of society, an unpleasing odour from the queen's
mouth so affected the monarch of Irin, the sove-
reign of the loman race, that he conceived an aver-
sion towards her, and therefore sent her back to
Room. At this period the illustrious princess was
pregnant with Iskander ; and her father, to save his
reputation, not only kept the matter from being
made public, but endeavoured to suppress the secret
circumstance altogether. After this event, when
fourteen, or, according to others, twelve years of
Diérib's reign had passed, (for the writers of Room
differ on this head,) he named, as successor, his son
Diird, whom he loved exceedingly, and called after
his own name. Shortly after which transaction,
“he beat the drum of removal with the drumstick *
of departure.” It is one of his sayings: “An enemy
* who smiles on you is like the colocynth, the
“ leaves of which are green, but the taste deadly;”

i L.“;ﬂ, among its other mesnings, denifies * n drumstick -
it is in common use; thongh not noticed o the Burhiio-o- K"
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that is, An enemy who appears before you with
dissimulation and smiles resembles the colocynth,
which is externally of a vivid green, with leaves of
beautiful verdure. How then can.a prudent man be
deceived by its external hues, and sit down regard-
less of its internal essence, baneful as deadly poison
or the sharp-edged sword? That person only is
truly sage, who, on witnessing in his enemy fatter-
ing attentions; kind declartions, and a smiling
countenance, employs the more earnestly the bow
of fraud and policy, and observes more attentively
the safeguards of caution, so that he may remain
securely protected against every calamity. Dir-ab-
jard is one of this prince’s monuments : and, among
the divinely-inspired Philosophers, Afflitin was con-
temporary with him,

THE REIGN OF DARA', OR DA'RAR,
THE 80X OF DARA’; ALSO-STYLED: DA'RA" THE LESS.

Turs prince was so depraved in disposition, and
harsh in nature, that most of the princes and nobles
of Iréin, being hurt at his conduct, addressed Letters
to Iskander, promising him their unanimous support,
and thus inciting him to claim the kingdom. Upon
this, Iskander discontinued the tribute of the golden
eogs, which had been regularly sent by his father to
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the royal treasury of Dérdb : and Dérib, on witness-
ing this appearance of hostility, sent an ambassador
to claim the customary tribute, to which demand
Iskander thus replied : * The vital bird of him who
“ gent the eggs has deserted the cage of the body,
“ and winged its flight to the nest of eternity, Time
“ has now introduced a different regulation; and
“ although that fowl's nature supplied the golden
* ggzgs, Fortune has now folded upthe ancient carpet,
“and furnished a new one for this new reign."
Dérs, incensed at this answer, sent, a second time,
a ball, a bat, and a quantity of sesamé, with this
message : ** Iskanderis as yet a stripling ; playing
“ st ball suits him better than grappling with men :
“ the sesamé is an emblem of the number of our
“ troops and the multitudes of our forces, as for
“ every grain we have a thousand rank-breaking
* heroes. Should Iskander's final object, in defer-
“ ying the payment of the tribute, proceed from
“ confirmed hostility, a spirit of revolt, or aspiring
“ to our crown, he must immediately turn away his
“mind from such & purpose; or, by the grasp of
“ pur fortune, and the powerful arm of cur prospe-
“ rity, we shall hurl him into a state of irretriey-
“ able calamity and destitution, just as the unre-
“ gsting ball is impelled with a revolving motion
“ from the curve of the chikin Iskander wrote
m reply: * Your message presents to my mind a
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« propitious omen ; for I trust in God, that ss the
“ gircumference of the seulyjdn (bat) envelopes the
“ alobe of the ball, so shall my sovereignty be cir-
# cumscribed around the centre of your realms. In
“ return for the sesamé, 1 send you colpquintida, to
* intimate, that your palate shall soon be embit-
“ tered by being forced to partake of the coloquin-
* tida of our victory; and that the floor of your
* palace, from the trampling hoofs of our steeds,
* shall become of the consistence of antimony and
“ collyrium." In short, the two monarchs having
put in motion the troops of Irin and Room, after
traversing many regions, committed the decision of
the great question to the issueé of battle and
slaughter, Fortune demanded back the restitution
of her deposit ; and the messenger of Destiny came
to the camp of Dirt with this decree, * Every
soul must taste of death :" for on the day of his
escape from the field of battle, while he reposed in
his durbér, two persons of Hamadin®, of the num-
ber of his chamberlains, who were distinguished by
confidential intercourse and accumulated honours,

) Hamndin, about 300 miles w.w. of Isfabiin, ither stunids
wpom, of very near, the ste of the sncient Ecbatans.  The isha-
bltanta still shew the tombs of Esther aud Mordecai. Tt was the
favourite surmmer vesidence of mist of the sovereigns of Persia,
from the duys of Dird to the time of Jenghix Khfin, During eight
months of the year the climate i delightfnl ; but b winter the

cold s excessive. 'The fown containy st present sheut 40,000
b hitarnts,
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issuing forth from the ambush of disloyalty, rent his
bosom with their traitorous pouniards, and fled to
Iskander’s army. The sovereign of Room being
mnformed of this event, hastened with all speed to
the pillow of Dard. The heir to the realms of the
Kaidnian line, who had still & spark of life remain-
ing, heaved a cold sigh, having contemplated on the
pages of his present state, the image of his enemies’
exultation ; according to the saying: “ The life of
“ man, if prolonged even forone day after his enemy's
““ death, is regarded as a great advantage.” Iskan-
der placed on his lap the head of Dérd, and, kissing
it repeatedly, declared, with solemn oaths and sin-
cere protestations: “ I was unacquainted with this
plot, and neyer sanctioned such a proceeding.” As
Dird had received a deadly wound, and all hope of
life was now cut off, he therefore entreated Iskander
to retaliste on his assassins, to bind himself in mar-
riage to his daughter Rosheng, and not invest a
stranger with dominion over the Princes of Far-
sistin, Iskander cheerfully accepted these testa-
mentary instructions, and undertook to fulfil all
his requests. The following are Daré's last words :

“ Thou nrt now preparing for this suitable deed,
""Allhimﬂ‘pﬂlﬁ'tmnﬁ'um my kingdom.

“ I thou place on my kead o crown of jewels,

" Such i not the condition fit fir sovervign rule.
* Lumee hod sway over fartune mysell; yot

* Bueh huy been roy doparture from the worlid
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“ When my sire was passing awiy fenm henee,
* He thme pddressed me : * /O light of thy father's eyes,
“ My death affords thee  sufficient lesson:
“ The world supplies sofficlent memonials o sfl*

The preceding briel account is taken from the
Térikh Maajem ; and whatever is related more at
large, on this head, in the Mabsfit*, shall, throngh
the assistance of the One, Mighty, and Glorious God,
be recorded in the life of Iskander,

The reign of Dard the Less continued fourteen
years; and the following are some of his memorable
sayings: * Thoun shalt not covet to possess what-
“ ever thou hearest of.” Also this speech : « My
““ brother! behold me, who was once king of kings
* and monarch of the seven climates, now wounded,
** lying on the earth, uncheered by friends, deserted
“ by favourites! My kingdom is gone, and death

¢ draws nigh. Take warning by the spectacle yon
* now behold, before you yourself' become a spee-
“ tacle for others;"” that is: Although by strength,
dominion, superiority, and distinction, you should
become master of the lofty dome—if you were
raised in elevation to an equality with Suhail and
Suhd—if the lofty skies formed the roof of your

(®) Mabaiit, & work composed by Bewsditvi, in éleven volumes—
This title means, in Arabic, * Extendod.” According o D'Hes-
belut, these yolumes contiin & complete course of Theology, in

sccordunce with the principles of Abi Hanif, the celebrated Mu-
hammedan Doctor, who was born at Kuifks, in the year 50 of the

Hegiru
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palaces and courts, and this wide expanse were the
place of exercise for your steed—if you drew from
your scabbard the sabre of the sun, and interposed
the lunar disk as a defence for your head—you could
neither avoid the arrows of Fate, nor retard the
wounds inflicted by the sabre of the Angel of death.

* Every purticle, in the stmosphere or the plains,

* Iz 8 Kaikhneron, o Kalkobfid, or & Feridoon.

* Through this stern murderer, that &, the revolving sky,
“ Mhis world is not of earth, hut & yase filled with blood.”

THE REIGN OF BEANDER.

Tue name of Iskander, in the Tonian language,
signifies Aksheed Roos, that is, FilusGf: which
word is abbreviated from Fila Stfa ; as the Ionians
~ call love, * Fili, and wisdom, * Sifi;" according
to which etymology, Iskander means “ A lover of
wisdom.”

" When Inkandee became mastor of the world,

“ He exerted himself to pequire wisdom and a glorous name :

“ During the day, the dispensing of justice enguged his attention ;

* His employment from night till morn was the repetition of
prayer.

“ Although he exerted himself in the feast and warlike eterpriss,

* The attainment of science formed his glory and delight:

“'On those who were consplenons for merit he bestowed silyer

and gold,
**And repelled the abject in mind far from his doos:
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* He esteemed the nccomplished in science as Lis owy soul,

* And raised their banners beyond the lupar spheve,”

Many of the assayers of the currency of merit,
and several of the diamond-merchants of the pre-
cious gems of virtuous qualities, give Iskander the
title of Zu-ul-Kurnain the Less : according to'them,
Zu-ul-Kurnain the Elder constructed the barrier
called the Wall of Gog and Magog : this personage
is honourably* mentioned in the glovious Korén, the

(") The Jewa will ask thee concernine Zn-al-Knrmusin
* Answer, I will rehearse unbo you an sceount of him. W made
“ him powerful in the earth, snd we gave him means to aeoomplish
“ every thing he plessed. And be followed bis way, until he came
“to the place where the sun setteth @ and bo found 3t to st in a
“ spring of black mud; snd be found near the same n certafn
= people.  And we said, * O Zo-al-Kurinin! either punish this
* people, or use gentleness towurdsthem.”  He answered, * Whoso-
“ ever of them shall commit injusticd, we will srely pinish him
“in thie world; afterwands shull be return unto bis Lord, and
“ He gnll punish him with & severe punishiment  Bot who-
“eoever believeth, and doeth that which s right, shall reesive
“ the most excellent rewnrd ; und we will give him in command
* that which is easy.' Then he contioned his way, until be came
“to the place where the sun riseth : nod he found it w rise on
*“ & certain people nnto whom we Ind not given uny thing where-
“with to shelter themselvos therefrom. Thus it was; and we
# comprehended  with ouwr knowledge the forves which were
“ with him.  And he proseeated his journey from south to north,
“until he came between the two mountains; heneath which he
“ found certain people who could scarce nnderstand what was
“said. And thoy said, * O Zual-Kumain! verily Gog and
“ Magog waste the land: shall we therefore puy thee tribute, on
* condition thar thou build n rampart between ns and them® He
* nrovwered, * The power wherewith my Lord hath strengthened.
“me i better than yunrlﬁhnm:ﬁullndﬂmmﬂuﬂﬂ!l-:;;

L1
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admirable code of equity ; and in our preceding
pages some of the acts of that mighty character
have been set forth. On the whole, from the nar-
ratives of the historians of ancient deeds and the
compilers of past events, it has been pourtrayed
and recorded on the tablet of the mind and the
pages of the soul, that Iskander the Macedonian,
sometimes styled the Koomite, Zu-ul-Kurnain the
Less, and the lonian, was a sovereign of exalted
power, dignified as the heavens; a victorious and
fortunate monarch, the accounts of whose prowess
are celebrated and diffused over the whole earth ;
and the fame of whose mumificence is indelibly

* T will set a strong wisll between you ool them.  Bring i iromn)
" in large pioces, until it 61 up the space between the two sides of
* these mountains” And be said to the workmen, * Blow with yous
* bellows, until it moke the iron réd Lot a4 fire!  And he wid
*further, * Bring me molten bress, that 1 may pour upon it Where-
* fore, when this wall was finished, Gog and Magog could not
* meale it, neither could they dig through it.  And Zu-al-Kumasin
*suid : * This is u merey from my Lord; but when the prediction
* of the Lord shall come 1o be fulfilled, He shall reduce this wall
* w dust: and the prediction of wy Loed s true”
Save's Koran, wol. 1L ch vl p 120
" Derbend, the capital of Daghestén, stands on the site of the
ancient Albanin, u city supposed to have been founded by Alex-
under the Great. It is situsted on the western shore of the Cas-
plen, inlat. 41* 52 5. surrounded by o wall and towers; but the
citadel, which pecupies the summit of u rock, i= 0t too great »
distance vither to protect the city or cover the hrbonr,  Part of
the celebrated wall of Gog and Magog, said to huve extended to
the Bluek Sen, js still 10 bo seen near this fortress s it is of great
solidity; and mns o n western direetion, over high snd almos
innccessible mountaine"—Kixxam's Persia-
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inscribed and depicted on the records of renown : in
the area of heroism he fearlessly grappled with the
lion; and in the field of battle wiclded the sabre
with both hands :

* In o hundred thiusand generations of this foot-pacing sphere,

* No cavalier like him has entered the Tists of Fame
His victorions arms were carmied to Khatiy and
Khoten, and from thence to Sind and Hindustin :
his uncontrolled dominion extended over mountain
and plain, over the expanse of land and sea.

There exists among the principal historians great
disagreement about his descent : and there are, also,
conflicting reasons assigned for the title of Zu-ul-
Kurnain. Some eminent genealogists maintain Is-
kander to be the son of Dird the Elder, as mentioned
i that prince's reign : the same writers also assert,
that he by force made himself master of Rosheng,
daughter to Déird the Younger; but the writer of
this work thinks that an imputation made by sen-
sible people about an alliance formed by a god-
fearing, pious monarch with his brother's daughter
must appear equally improbable and incredible ;
unless they argue that,in the ancient religion, such
a practice had been allowable—a supposition by no
means free from difficulty. Some historians assert
that Filikoos gave his daughter in marriage to
Bizur, king of Iskanderieh, in order to remove
every cause of hostility between them; and that

B B



370

Bazur, from some secret motive, shortly after sent
hack his royal consort, then pregnant with Iskan-
der, to her father's court. During the journey, the
princess was delivered of a son; whom, when born,
she wrapped up in swathingclothes; and, partly
throngh grief, partly through indignation, exposed
him in u part of the desert near which there hap-
pened to be a pasturage for sheep. It was so
ordained, by the divine influence of the Creator of
flocks and the Producer of cattle, that a sheep
belonging to that flock came from time to time, as
occasion required, to the spot where Iskauder lay,
and suckled him. The owner of the flock, an aged
woman of sagacity, observing the disappearance of
the animal at stated times, was convinced that her
departure and return must be connected with some
extraordinary cause : she therefore followed the
sheep, and was thus enabled to behold Iskander:
her intelligent soul quickly comprehended that he
was a tender shoot from the parterre of glory and
splendor; she therefore took him to her abode, and
there paid the greatest attention to his nurture and
education. As soon as he arrived at the commence-
ment of years of discretion, she committed him to
the care of an experienced instructor; so that, in a
short time, his mind became adorned with the em-
bellishment of virtue and polished manners,

In the course of these events, the governor of the
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country, being displeased with Iskander's tutor,
ordered him to leave that territory : in consequence
of this, Iskander and his tutor departed from that
country, and happened to take up their abode in
the city where Iskanders mother resided. One
day, the queen’s eyes having accidentally glanced
on him, from the mtuitive perception of royalty
she conceived a suspicion of his being the child
whom she had exposed when returning to her
father’s court : she therefore brought Iskander into
the king’s presence, and described all that had oc-
curred. Filikoos, who had discovered in the youth’s
physiognomy the characters of valour and the in-
dications of heroic bravery, inquired minutely about
the place of his birth. Iskander related his story
from the very commencement, as the aged woman
had unfolded it to him; and by this recital the
king and his daughter, passing from the first step of
suspicion to the height of conviction, became rejoiced
and happy. As the king had no heirs male, he
therefore turned all his attention to completing the
education of Iskander. At this early period, the
young prince refreshed the senses of the king with
the fragrant gales of royalty, proceeding from the
bowers of virtuous habits and admirable morals :
even during his minority, the traces of universal
dominion were discernible, whether he moved or re-
posed : the aspect of the star of victory shone from
Ba2
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his anspicious countenance and happy presence,
like the sun in his meridisn splendor: the tidings
of the morn of trinmph and prosperity were evidently
impressed on his forehead, lucid as Jupiter, and on
his features, effulgent as the sun. As the king
found him

* Of heart-delighting munners and soul-cheering speech,

* Of boundless reflection und numberless accomplishments,
* Libieral to all superior to the whole world,

# Perfeet in all exercise, ind mister of every science,”

he therefore declared him his successor; and the
tongue of Fame thus described him :

* The Almighty has placed the disdem on lskander’s brow,
* As He well Enew his virtues entitled bim to Tegal eway.”

As soon as the roval dindem had received splendor
from Iskander's brow, Filikoos issued positive in-
junctions, that the Toyal train, all ranks of people,
all orders of men, in short, all his subjects, should
regard prompt obedience and submission to all
Iskander’s ordinances and prohibitions, as indispen-
sably necessary: they were on no account to re-
move their necks from the collar of allegiance or
their heads from the halter of obedience ; and under
no pretext turn their feet from the limits of fidelity,
or step aside from the path of loyal attachment :
also, on whatever point he mtimated his pleasure
(which should be conformable to the will of God,
and agreecable to the maxims of royalty), they were
to gird their loins with the zone of exertion, and
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Filikoos, having observed the happy disposition of
the youthful favourite of Fortune, like ductile Wax,
adapted for receiving the fmpression of good coun-
sel, moreover added : “* My son, it is necessary that,
* according to the maxim, * A generons child will
“ follow the example of his noble-minded gire,” in
* the principles of government and authority, and
* the rules of dominion and sovergignty, you should
*“ imitate the seleet memorials and admired qualities
“ of your forefathers, adopting as your model and
* guide their triumphant customs and laws : also,in
“ the laws of dispensing justice and protection to
“ your subjects, you are not to deviate from the
*rules and precedents of your ancestors; so that
“ the light of your excellent qualities, and the me-
“ morials of your virtues, may, like the bounty of
“ the sun, be diffused and celebrated over the whole
“ earth; so that the basis of your grandeur, and
“ the majesty of your power, should continue to
* gain daily accessions of strength, and a solidity
** greater than words can express. As it is indis-
* putably true, that the columns of royalty and
“ sovereignty, as well as the foundations of splendor
“and regal dignity, acquire stability and perma-
** nence from proofs of equity and justice, and from
* the arrangements for their impartial dispensation
“and the protection of subjects, it is therefore
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“ necessary that the tree of equity and decision
“ should be flourishing and productive, and main-
* tained in a state of verdure and irrigation.

" Act with justice; for i the kisgdom of ihe heart

* The just man knocks at the door of prophecy *.
“ Be also assured, that the standard of fuith and
“ the banner of orthodoxy cannot be elevated or
* kept iIn progress, in the exercise of sovereign
* guthority, the due administration of affairs, and
“ the termination of important objeets, without the
“ gdmixture of mercy, clemency, severity, and
* punishment :—

“ Prom joy of beholtfing thee, ot one fime let the tohp espand
its face

# At suothes, Dt the narcissus, in slsem, droop the bead ;

* Al one time, let the earth, from terror of thy swond, be like
vermilion ;

“ At unother, from thy prowess, let vermilion nssume the hue
of stone.

“ Bestow unceasing exertions and devoted earnest-
“ ness in giving effect to the decisions of the sacred
“ Law,and elevating the standardof Faith. Whereas
“ the guarding of the realm, and the security of
“the public roads, cannot be effected, or ever
“ imagined possible, without experienced agents,
“ both infantry and cavalry, you must therefore

“ pay suitable attention in finding out, and engaging

(*) Thut is; in the gratefl affections of munkind, the just
monnrch mnks ae the prophet.
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“in your service, persons eminent in arms: for the
“ eloquence of their swords, in the day of battle
“and the hour of encounter, serves as the proper
“ interpreter to the oracles of victory: therefore
*“ throw open to such as these the portals of sid
* and the acquisition of honours. You are also to
“ regard, as an incumbent duty, the exhibition of
“respect, to the utmost of your power, to the
*“ professors of the pen; as the point of their
“ Kulm is the index to the journal of authority and
“talent. Never remit or suspend your efforts in
* conciliating men of science and persons of merit ;
“for the applause and respect of such characters
“ constitute the premises to happiness, and the
*“ keys to honour, Take care to distinguish, by
*“ unbounded attentions and unlimited munificence,
“ the pious, the Dervishes, the Fakirs, and the re-
“ tired saints, who are unceasingly occupied in the
“ performance of devotion, and the constant dis-
* charge of religious duties : entreat assistance from
“ their souls, endued with miraculous powers,

“ Display, on évery oceasion, # zealous regard
“for the improvement of the people’s resources,
* and the successful accomplishment of their hopes :
“ by the resplendent polish of equity, wipe away the
“ dust of tyranuy and the gloom of oppression from
* off the mirror of their condition : and, in the ad-
* ministration of justice, make no difference between
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« yich and poor, noble and ignoble, Turk and Per-
« gian, the near at hand and the remote, the resident
<« and the traveller, the cultivator and the soldier.

« Besides appointing chosen men and experienced
o warriors as governors of provinces and com-
« manders of castles and forts, you must on all oc-
« gasions rigidly adhere to the maxims of superin-
« tendence and vigilance, and the dictates of caution,
« which should be constantly kept in view.

wIn the course of all transactions, whether of
“ general or particular import, studiously avoid
* procrastination and neghgence. Let not the op-
« portunity pass by unheeded ; but, with the force
« of your well-tempered poniard and flame-shower-
“ ing sabre, purify the area of your dominions from
« the uncleanness of opposition and the contamina-
“ tion of sedition, so effectually, that there shall re-
“ main neither mark nor vestige of the signs of con-
“ tumacy or the practices of reyolt ; in order that, by
“ gueh measures, every part of your realm may be
“ delivered from the fear and alarm of robbers_and
“ reyolters, whilst you inflict immediate pumshment
“ and overthrow on the wicked and turbulent.

* Permit not the form of the desired object, nor
“ the countenance of the beloved, of any deserving
“ character, to remain concenled behind the veil of
“ refusal or the curtain of delay.

“ Extend not the hand of oppression to the pro-
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“ perty of the humble; and never regard with in-
“ difference the morning sigh of despair, proceeding
“ from the afficted heart :—

* Look well that thou raise not thy hand to oppress;
= For the culavated conutry, through injustice, becomes o desert.”

“ Terminate every affair, whether of a private or
“ public nature, according to justice and equity
 give convincing proofs of summoning into your
* presence the rayds and the helpless, who, through
“ the attacks of the beak of the eagle of adversity,
“ have, like the stars of the Great Bear, been scat-
“ tered about, and become wanderers in every re-
** gion: bestow on them dn arrangement and union
“like the cluster of the Pleiades; and, having
“ placed them in the shadow of benignity and
“ mercy, nourish them with the advantages of
“ abundant munificence and the revenues of bound-
“ less liberality : appease their thirst from the deli-
“ cious reservoirs of bounty and the grateful foun-
“ tains of compassion.

* Repel the revolutionary hand of the innovator
“from the skirt of the feeble and helpless; and
“ thus certainly you shall not remain devoid of the
“ ornaments of kingly virtues and royal qualities :

* 8o shall the fame of thy gliry be spread on every sdde,

*“ And the remembrance of thy good desds become thy monnment.”

Filikoos, on terminating his precepts and instruc-
tions, seated Iskander on the throne, and placed
the royal diadem on his head.
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In other Histories, there are so many different
accounts respecting this prince, that it would be
equally tedious and painful to enumerate them.
The opinion of Imém Shams-ud-deen Mohammed,
the son of Mahmfid of Suhreverd, (whose spirit
muy God cherish !) among the statements relative to
Iskander's descent, inclines to the following—that
he was the lezitimate son of Fllikoos; as related by
him in_the Nazhat-al-Urwih (the delight of Spirits),
a work which contains the Lives of the Philosophers
and the history of eminent men. He says, that when
seven years of the reign of Filikoos, the father of
Iskander, had elapsed, he was suddenly slain by the
sword of hatred ; and that the cause of his assassi-
nation was in this manner :—One of the nobles, by
name Kuloos®, fell in love with the mother of Is-
kander, the august spouse of Filikoos; and exhibited
the ardour of passion to such & degree, that he was
unable to eat, sleep, or enjoy any kind of happiness
Or repose —

* It ia Tove which robs the male lisn of his strength,

* And from which procesds bostility, uggravated in o hundred

WHYES
“ Which ut one time shews friendship ; 51 another, soothes the

sonl
“ Tt sometimes brembes hostility ; a1 other times, the odour of

h‘lm‘d‘li
Although Kuloos employed all means to attain

(%) Sy s the unme given by Persizn Historinns 1o Pansanine,
who put Philip to death, in consequence of an unpardonable insult.
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his ohject, by presenting to this yvirtuous princess,
money, precious-stones, and costly dresses, he made
no progress, neither did his deceitful flattery pro-
duce any impression on the queen; and whereas
her sentiments were the perfection of chastity and
propriety, she interposed every resistance: there-
fore the resolution of slaying Filikoos, seizing the
kingdom, and getting the queen’s person into his
power, took such possession of his impure sonl, that
he watched a favourable opportunity for accom-
plishing his designs. About this time Filikoos des-
patched one of his generals, with an army of chosen
warriors, to repel the son of King Kilitoos, then in
a state of revolt; and Iskander had also been de-
tached with a division of lions, the lairs of intre-
pidity, to attack the city of Barfous. When the di-
spersion of the army (an event long earnestly desired
by Kuloos) had been ascertsined, he collected
around himself a number of persons prone to fur-
bulence and treason, to whom he comniunicated his
plans; and rushing suddenly on Filikoos from every
quarter, overpowered him with many severe wounds,
The people of the city, and the few remaining sol-
diers, were stupified with amazement : they how-
ever bore away their nearly-murdered prince from
the fatal spot to his palace. Fate decreed, that on
this very day Iskander should arrive in the city;
who, on learning the dreadful occurrence, instantly
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repaired to his father’s palace. He there beheld his
mother grasped and seized by Kuloos. Iskander
forbore to use his sword, lest he should unfortu-
nately wound his mother: on which the queen im-
mediately implored his aid, and reproached him,
saying : “If I be the cause of your delay and want
“ of zeal, as'1 have no longer any attachment to
* this world, it is therefore most advisable that you
* deliver me as quickly as possible, by some means,
“ from the hands of this wretch.” Whereupon
Iskander, with one blow, having nearly consigned
Kuloos to destruction, hastened to his father's pil-
low, the sun of whose life verged on the eve of
death and dissolution, and said to him: “ Arise
take vengeance on your enemy with this sword.”
Filikoos accordingly arose, and with his own hands
terminated the existence of Kuloos: and then sum-
moning into his presence the officers of state and
all ranks of the people, commanded them to inau-
gurate Iskander. After this he ordered Aristli to
appear; and, placing Iskander’s hand in that of the
sage, gave him full instructions respecting the
superintendence of the young prince, and then bade
adie to this perishable world. As soon as Iskander
had terminated his father’s funeral ceremonies,
burial, and mourning, he rose up amidst the assem-
bled nobles, and thus addressed them: “ Be it
“known to you, O chiefs! that your sovercign has
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“ folded up the carpet of life, and departed, like the
“ kings of old. 1 possess neither power nor autho-
* nity over you, for I am as one of yourselves: what-
“ ever undertaking you engage in, I shall always
“ aiford you my strenuous aid and co-operation, and
“ gver adapt my inclinations to your desires ; and in
“ no affair will I oppose you. Hear now my words,
“ attend to my counsels, and regard me as a sincere
“ monitor: this purpose of mine has long been
“ known to you, even during my father'’s lifetime,
“ Now, therefore, select some one from amidst
“ yourselves, as your ruler and supreme governor,
“ who is most eminent for piety to God, compassion
“ towards all ranks of people, and mercy to the
“ weak and helpless; one who will divide with
“ gtrict justice and ‘impartiality amongst you the
“ spoils taken in war; a person from whose vices
“ you not only have no cause of alarm, but, on the
* contrary, from whose virtues you may expect all
“ that is good."—Such was the long and copious
speech of Iskander; a copy of which, at full length,
is found in books of moral philosophy. Those pre-
sent, on hearing from Iskander such words as they
had never before heard from former kings, were
struck with astonishment, and said: “ We have
“ listened to your heart-delighting words, and we
“ accept the counsel you give us: we therefore
“ commit to your profound understanding the duties
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* of sovereign power and dominion. May you, for
« countless years, in the enjoyment of glory and
“ prosperity, rule over us with regal sway! We
“ know of no person so suitable as yourself, to dis-
“ ¢harge the functions of royalty.” They then
arose, and with perfect attachment began the cere-
mony of installation ; and, having ratified their alle-
giance by oaths, added lustre to the royal erown
by placing it on his auspicious brows. Iskander,
having made them all partake of his munificence
and bounty, despatched Letters to all parts of the
kingdom, in which he exhorted the people to ac-
knowledge the Unity of the Supreme God, and for-
bade the worship of idols and statues. He next
ordered his anmy to be assembled, and, in the pre-
sence of all the soldiers, issued these commands:
“ Whoever commits oppression, or assigns equals
“ 1o God, let the warriors eradicate the depravity
“of that person’s nature with the blows of the
* sabre, the lance, and the blood-shedding poniard.”
In compliance with his ovders, the victorious troops
marched from every quarter, and assembled at the
doar of the pavilion solidly-founded as the heavens:
their chiefs were distinguished and exalted by robes
of honour and costly presents, and strict injunc-
tions were issued for supplying the hosts with pay
and provisions. The people witnessed so many in-
stances of the king’s perfect liberality, heroic reso-
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lution, exalted energy, joined with mercy to the
weak and humble, and severity and wrath towards
those who rebelled agninst the decrees of the
Almighty, that slthough no individual could con-
ceive even the tenth part of their amount, yet all
were fully convineed that some important enterprise
and great object would be accomplished by this
prince. As Dird, king of Ajem, deposited in the
strong-hold of his treasury an ammual tribute of a
thousand golden eggs from Filikoos, after that mon-
arch’s death he sent an embassy to claim the usnal
acknow t: to which demand Iskander thus
replied: “ The bird which laid the golden eggs has
long since disappeared.”—At this time there were
many kings in the country of the Ionians who as-
serted their pretensions to paramount power and
authority : Iskander, however, by blending mercy
with severity, and promises with threais, reduced
them to complete submission : after which, putting
his triumphant bamner in motion, he marched to-
wards the West; and having brought all those re-
gions under his dominion, refurned back victorious
and exulting, IHe next displayed his triumphant
banner in Egypt; and in the seventh year of his
reign built on the shore of the Green Sea (the Me-
diterranean) a tower of extraordinary height. He
then turned towards the lind of Syria; and from
thence directed his march towards Armenia. The
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haughty Dird, being informed of this, became
greatly alarmed, and wrote to the people of Tehrus
as follows: “ A report having come to our exalted
* hearing of an inroad made by a robber who has
“ collected a multitude of thieves from various
“ guarters, you are hereby enjoined to seize on all
*“ his associates, and to hurl them, with their arms
“ and cattle, into the sea; but their chief you are to
“send, loaded with chains, to our presence. So
“ emment are vou for prudence and bravery, that
“ you cannot fail to execute this trifling commis-
“sion: besides, as the robber is a contemptible
“ stripling from Room, we cannot excuse failure
** or delay on your side, in the accomplishment of
* this commission.”

On Iskander's return from Armenia, he ar-
rived on the banks of the river Astukhus, where
he pitched his auspicious camp. Daré, being
still more alarmed at this intelligence, wrote him
a Letter, to the following purport:—*“ From
“ the capital of the kings of the world, as long
“as the sun shines on the head of Iskander the
“ robber, &c. &c., let him know that the King of
“ Heaven has bestowed on me the dominion of
“ the earth, and that the Almighty has granted to
“ me the surface of the four quarters. Providence
“ bas also eminently distinguished me with glory,
“ exaltation, majesty : and with multitudes of de-
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* voted champions and confederates. A report has
“ reached us, that you have gathered to yourself
* numbers of thieves and reprobates: the multitude
“of whom has so elated your imagination, that
* you propose, through their co-operation, to pro-
“cure the crown and throne, lay waste our king-
*“ dom, and destroy our land and people.  Such
“ erude resolves are perfectly consistent with the
* infatuation of the men of Room. It now behoves
* you, on reading the contents of this epistle, to
“ return instantly from the place to which you
“ have advanced. As to this criminal movement
* which has proceeded from you, be under no alarm
* from our majesty and correction, as you are not
* yet ranked among the number of those who merit
" our vengeance and punishment. Behold! I send
" you a coffer full of gold, and an ass-load of se-
" samé ; to give you by these two objects an idea of
“the extent of my wealth and powers. 1 also
“send you a scourge and a ball: the latter, that
“ you may amuse yourself with a diversion suitable
" to your age; the former, to serve for your chas-
* tisement,” Zu-ul-Kurnain, having read and com-
prehended the contents of this epistle, ordered the
ambassadors to be seized, and the executioner to
be summoned to put them to death. Although
the semblance was in truth contrary to his real

LA
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intentions, the terrified ambassadors entreated for
mercy, and thus expostulated: “ O king! why do
“ you adopt this extraordinary measure; and en-
“ deavour to establish this rule, by ordering the
“ blood of ambassadors to be shed! The mon-
“ archs of former times regarded those of our
“ profession as friends, and never committed injus-
“ tice towards ns." Zu-ul-Kurnain replied : “ Your
“ master styles me a robber, and does not acknow-
“ledge me to be a king: therefore, if 1 act the
“ part of a robber towards you, I mm not to be
“ blamed ; but rather your lord, who has caused
“ you to fall into the hands of robbers,” On this
they answered: “ O king! Dira has never seen
“ you, nor been in your presence; whereas we
“ have been exalted by the permission of kissing
“ your feet: we therefore know you thoroughly,
* and are sensible of your generosity. Shew merey,
“and bestow on us our lives, that we may make
“ known to him your understanding and excellent
*“ qualities, your humane disposition and praise-
“ worthy attributes, and that we may testify your
““ deserts, and attachment to the bride of royalty.”
Iskander then answered: “ Whereas you now ap-
*“ proach by the door of humility and supplication,
“ I grant you mercy ; and turn away from my pur-
* pose of vengeance, that you may be thoroughly
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*“ convinced of the extent of my forgiveness and in-
“ dulgence.”  He then ordered the ambassadors to
be set at liberty, and, by royal munificence and acts
of liberality worthy of a sovereign, effaced all feel-
ings of terror and alarm : after which he briefly
answered the Letter of Dirk, in the following man-
ner :—* From Zu-ul-Kurnain, to him who pretends
“to be king of kings—that the very hosts of Heaven
* stand in awe of him—and that the inhabitants of
“the world are by him enlightened '—How then
“ cun it be worthy of such a person to be afraid
“ of a contemptible foe, like Iskander? Dops not
** Diri know that the High and Mighty Lord gives
“ power and dominion to whomsoever He wills ?
“ and also, whenever a feeble mortal regards him-
“self as a God, and conqueror over the hosts of
* Heaven, beyond doubt the indignation of the Al-
“ mighty brings down ruin on his kingdom? How
* can the person doomed to death and corruption
“be a God, he from whom his kingdom is taken
" away, and who leaves the enjoyment of the world
“to others? Lo! I have resolved to meet you in
“ battle ; and therefore march towards your realms.
“ 1 profess myself the weak and humble servant of
“ God, to whom I address my prayers and look
“for victory and triumph, and whom 1 adore.
“ Along with the Letter in which you make a

02
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** display of your great power, you have gent me a
** seourge, a ball, a coffer filled with gold, and an
“ ass-load of sesame; all of which I refer to good
“ fortune, and regard as auspicions signs. The
“ scourge portends, that 1 shall be the mstrument
“of your castigation, and become your vuler,
* preeeptor, and director : the ball indicates, that
*“ the surface of the earth and the circumference
* of the globe shall be under my lieutenants: the
* coffer of gold, which is part of your treasures,
*“ denotes that yvour riches shall soon be transferred
“to me: and as to the sesamé, although the
*“ grains are many in number, it is however soft to
“the touch, and of all kinds of food the least
“ noxious and disagreeable. In return [ send you
“a kafis of mustardseed, that you may taste
“and acknowledge the bitterness of my victory.
“ And whereas, through presumption, you have
“ exalted yourself, and have become proud through
“ the grandeur of your kingdom, and pretend to be
“ u Divinity on earth, and have even raised to the
“ heavens this standard, * I truly am your supreme
“lord ;" and although, by the enumeration of your
* numbers, preparations, and might, you have en-
“ deavoured to alarm me; yet I confidently trust
“in the interposition of divine providence, that it

“will please the Almighty to make thy boasting
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* attended by the reproach of mankind ; and that in
** the same proportion as you have magnified your-
“ self, He may bring on you humiliation, and grant
“ me victory over you. - My trust and reliance are
“in the Lord ;—and so farewell.”

The Letter, being sealed, was given to the ambas-
sadors; on whom, at the same time, the king be-
stowed the gold sent by Diird, and gave them liberty
to depart. Iskander next directed his march to
Azarbailjin; from which province he put to flight
the governor appointed by Dird; and slew such
numbers of his troops, that, from the heaps of the
slanghtered, the plains rivalled the hills in altitude.
From Azarbaijin he next advanced with his army
to Gilin, where he subdued many cities; but while
thus engaged, on learning that his mother was lying
on the couch of infirmity, he instantly returned to
Makedunia. On his mother’s' recovery, he again
moved with his forces, and halted outside a certain
city belonging to Dard.  As the townsmen had shut
their gates, and thus intercepted all ingress or
egress, Iskander gave orders to burn down the city.
On learning this, the inhabitants eried out for mercy,

-and exclaimed : *“ Our shutting the gates proceeds
“ from the dread of being consumed by the burning
*“ rage of Dir4, and is not caused by hostility or op-
“ position to you." Iskander replied : “ Open your
* gates, as I will not enter into any city until the
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“ Great and Glorious God grant me victory over
“ Dird. Youall thoroughly know and acknowledge
“ my good faith and generous proceedings towards
“those who place their heads in the halter of obe-
“ dience, and their feet within the cirele of sincere
“ attachment.” After this declaration, the townsmen
immediately threw open their gates, and brought out
all kinds of provisions and fruits in abundance, Is-
kander then continued his march with great celerity
towards Farsistin; where he was met by Dérd, at the
head of a mighty host, exceeding in number the
leaves of the trees. Iskander having commanded
his centre to be formed of flinty-hearted, steel-cased
wartiars, the two armies began to move like the
angry waves of two contending oceans, encoun-
tering each other like mountaims of iron: the
atmosphere over the field of battle was covered
with robes of black, from the dust raised by the
combatants : through the alarm excited by the loud
kettle-drum, and the sound of the brazen trumpets,
the import of this text, « Truly the trembling of the
great hour is an awful event!” removed the veil of
scepticism from before the eyes of mortals, and re-
vealed to their hearts the truth of this sacred verse,
*“The heavens were nearly rent asunder.” The
warriors of Room, animated by this text, Help
from God, and victory is nigh ! the blood streamed
from the swords of the brave, like rain from the
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clouds, and the emerald-coloured dagger elicited
the vermilion gore from the bodies of the slain,

" The poiut of the lance, in uncessing motion, like the power

of reasun,

* Seeking for mun, by penstrating his two eyes.”
From the time the monarch of the planets came to
the middle point of the emeraldine eanopy and
azure pavilion, mmtil the hour when he inclined his
head to the western horizon, and concealed his
lucid, day-imparting countenance in the sable per-
fumed tresses of night, both armies excited the de-
vouring blaze of death and contention, exhibiting
a model of the infernal flames : the very earth, from
the advance and retreat of cavalry and infantry, ex-
plained this text : “ When the earth trembled with
its violent commotions,” the tongue of the sword
adduced decisive proofs to the purport of « striking
them on the heels and necks;” the surface of the
plain was hid from view by the bodies of the slain;
the vapours exhaled from the blood ascended from
the back of the Terrestrial Fish to the face of the
celestial Pisces,

* Both hill und plain resembled an océan of hlood';

** The face of the waorld was an night ; the sword s 4 lamp.

* From the neighing of steeds and the dust of the armies,

* The stmosphere became black a3 m Ethiop's face.

* There descended and wseended, on the duy of buttle.

* Streams of blood to Earth-supporting Piseis, and doods of
dust to the Moon.”
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At last, most of the principal commanders of the
army, and the chiefs and guards of Dirs, having
fallen victims to the sabre,the arrow,and the poniard,
the monarch of Ajem, the heir of the extensive
realms of Feridoon and Jemsheed, seeing his state
in this condition, betook himself to flight with a
few of his confidential sttendants, leaving behind
his warlike stores, magazines, and such immense
treasures, that Iskander was struck with awe on
beholding them. Along with these, Dard’s wite, son,
and daughter, were, through the grasp of Destiny,
taken captive, In the course of his flight, Dar&
came to a river covered with ice through the in-
tense cold, which he crossed by himself: his attend-
ants, who had escaped the slaughter, followed im-
mediately after; but the ice not being strong
enough to support their weight, they were almost
all drowned. Darh, on reaching his capital, de-
voted himself to finding a remedy for the state of
his affuirs: on consideration, it appeared most ad-
visable to him to approach by the gate of humilis-
tion and condescension, particularly as he knew
Iskander to be distinguished for generosity of man-
ners and perfection of virtues = having determined
on this measure, he thercfore addressed him in a
courteous Letter, requesting the liberation of his
wife, son, and daughter, and offering for their ransom
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the riches left by his ancestors, with all the treasures
he himself possessed in Farsistaun.

Zv-ul-Kurnain, having read this epistle, directad
his march towards Dérd; who had in the mean time
sent to request assistance from the emperar of Hin-
dustin. On this, the Foor of Hindustin despatched
to his aid the chieftains of those regions, with inny-
merable bodies of cavalry and infantry, rank-bresk.
ing, man-slaughtering heroes. The two armies
soon came to an encounter; in comparison with
which the former was but as the sport of children,
At last, two of Dérd’s principal courtiers, urged an
by their depraved natures and corrupt hearts, con-
spired to assassinate him; thinking by such a deed
to procure the friendship of Zu-ul-Kurnain :—

“Alss! O vain imagination! © groundless liope 1™

Before they could employ sword or dagger to effect
their purpose, Dérd, perceiving the design of the
traitors, reproached them with their ingratitude,
and recalled to their minds how profusely he had
lavished favours on them, during a continuance of
many years. Last of all, he said : “ Do not build on
“my assassination as the means of recommending
“ yourselves to Zu-ul-Kurnain’s friendship : he is a
“ sovereign; and although princes are sometimes
“ enemies to each other, yet they invariably put

i,
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“ regicides to death, and look on it as unlawful to
* spare the murderers of a king.”
* Our former fricods pay no sttention to any thing :
* Whastever I utter nmkes no impression on them."

The two traitors, with the blows of their well-tem-
pered sabres, soon hurled him to the ground, from
off his fleet courser’s saddle; but before the vital
spirit departed, Iskander, having opportunely come
up, raised on his knee that head which yesterday
was adorned with the imperial diadem, and which
to-day he beheld dishonoured and prostrate on the
dust. Having wiped the dust off Dird's face, and
laying his hand on his breast, he exclaimed, with
tears: “ O king, if you banish alarm from your
* bosom, and raise your head from the dust, I swear,
* by the Lord of Heaven and Earth, that T will give
“ you back your kingdom, your treasures, and all
“ your possessions. Arise! Think no more of the
“ past: grieve not to excess at the occurrence of
*“ calamity : for in the season of adversity princes
* surpass all mortals in patience. Let me know
“ from what source this great calamity has befallen
“a powerful monarch like you, that I may iflict
“ vengeance.” Diri kissed Iskander’s hand; and
placing it on his face, he wept, and thus made
answer : ** O Zu-ul-Kurnain! never permit pride or
“ presumption to find access to your soul : become
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“not arrogant through the splendor of rovalty,
* When you observe how the world has treated me,
“ be apprehensive for yourself : place no reliance
* on the permanence of worldly prosperity ; and be
“on your guard against the treasons of fortune
““ and the revolutions of life; for accidental reverses
“allow no person to remain long in cne state.
“ The following is what I expect, from the excess
“ of your goodness, and your perfect compassion—
" that you regard my mother as your own ; look
“ upon my wife as a sister; and bind yourself in
*“'marriage to my daughter Rusheng” Iskander
solemnly promised to execute all these requests :
after which Dara

" Numbered some fow moments longer, and cessed to exist.

*“ The world said, with a smils, *He, wo, i now no more!" *

Zu-ul-Kurnain ordered the body of Dird to be
washed in musk and ambergris, wrapped up in
funeral clothes of gold and silver tissue, and to be
laid in a coflin set with all kinds of precious-stones :
ten thousand soldiers, with drawn swords, marched
before the bier: the same number followed it: the
same on the right, and as many on the left. Zu.ul-
Kurnain was enabled to commit to the tomb the
body of Dird in a manner suitable to the rank of a
powerful king, in consequence of an agreement en-
tered into with the chiefs and princes of Farsistin :
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and no sooner had he terminated the funeral cere
monies, than they affixed to two gibbets, at the
head of Dara’s tomb, opposite each other, the two
false traitors who had conspired against their lord ;
and suspended them by the neck.

After this, Iskander married Rusheng, and be-
stowed the government of Fars on Dard’s brother.
At this time, also, he became invested with su-
preme power over the ninety governors or princes
who are styled Mulik-i-Tuwaif, or Provincial Kings,
He also caused to be translated from the language
of Fars, into the lonian, books of medicine, astro-
nomy, and philosophy ; which translations they took
into Jonia: but he committed to the flames the
records of the Magi, laid their temples waste, and
by such means destroyed all vestiges of that uc-
cursed faith. In the course of these events, a Let-
ter to the following purport came to Iskander from
his mother :—* From Rikia" to Iskander the feeble,
“ who by the supreme decrees of God has triumphed
“ over his foes and become master of their realms.”
After which were written the following sentences :
* My son, avoid selfadmiration and presumption,
*“ for such sentiments would hurl you fromheaven
* to earth : beware of avarice and sensual pursnits,
“for they are destructive qualities. Despatch to

(*) According 16 Orients]l welters, this wos the nanie of
Alexander's mother; calleil by the Greeks, Olyuipius
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“me, in a packet, by a single courier, all the
* wealth which victory has made you master of in
“those countries.” Iskander, having assembled
the learned men of his court, demanded of them
the explanation of the mysterious request con-
tained in the conclusion of the Letter, but all these
eminent sages were obliged to confess their inability:
wherenpon Iskander commanded a secretary to tran-
scribe, in one volume, an account of all the trea-
sures, and the various places in which they had
been deposited : after which, he ordered a courier,
mounted on a rapid-pacing, desert-traversing steed,
to convey the volume to his mother, in the Tonian
country : on which all the learned men and philo-
sophers, surprised at such discernment and pene-
trating sagacity, joined in expressing their admira-
tion of the prince.

About this time he built, near the Jihiin, a great
city, and commanded people from every quarter to
settle there: this city was called Marjdlis, and
was afterwards known as Merv, Some writers
ascribe to him the foundation of Herit and Sa-
markand. On completing these works, he marched
towards Hindustin; and after traversing rugged
roads and savage mountains, on approaching the
capital of the Foor, he addressed the following
Létter to that prince :—* Let it be known to the
“ sovereign of Hindustin, that the Supreme and
“ Holy King of Kings has spread open before my
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“ fortune the gatés leading to the means of the
¢ protection of my subjects. He has also placed
* within the grasp of my will, and the hand of my
“ guthority, power to relax or curb the reins of
* administration in temporal and spiritual concerns:
“ and has delivered over to our auspicious grace and
“ gxcellent custody the keys of the investiture of
¢ umiversal dominion, and the treasuries of sovereign
“ power; the exalting our happyascendency beyond
# the pinnacle of the celestial sphere ind the starry
“ firmament. Through His decrees, the refractory
“ chieftains of the world have put the halter of
“ ghedience around their necks s and there has been
« conferred on us supreme power over the infidel,
“ the rebellious, the turbulent, and the wicked.
“ We therefore now exhort thee to worship the
“ Creator of the Universe, the nourisher of men
“ and angels; and we prohibit thee from adoring
“ any but Him. May His benefits be celebrated, and
* His blessings continued! We acknowledge none
“ save the Only God to be worthy of adoration :
“ we recognise none but Him as entitled to our
“ worship. May His attributes be exalted, and His
“ blessings be lauded! Therefore now attend to
“ our counsel with the ear of compliance; and
“ send to us the idols which have hitherto been the
“ ghject of thy adoration, in whose service and
“ temples thou hast wasted and consumed thy life
“ and treasures. In addition to this, engage to pay
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“ us contributions and tribute. But shouldst thon
“refuse compliance, I swear, by the God whom I
“ worship, to kindle the fire of wrath, with which
“ I shall consume alike the moist and the dry in
“thy realms: T will exert my utmost power to
“ extirpate thy family ; neither will I omit the least
“ particular in laying waste thy cities. Listen to our
*“words, and deviate not from the path of recti-
“ tude. Look on thy pardon as great gain; and let
“ no imaginary benefit be put in competition with
“ that.” When Zu-ul-Kumain's Letter came to
the Emperor of Hindustén, he, with the usual infa-
tuation of those who are doomed to reverse of for-
tune, turned his head from the line of submission,
and, placing his feet in the desert of abandonment,
returned an answer dictated by asperity, and replete
with insolence ; and thus dismissed the ambassi-
dors. Iskander, after recourse to divine and human
counsels, made ready to engage the Foor: and, with
implicit reliance on the aid of the Merciful Creator,
advanced towards the enemy. The Foor also, urged
on by fate, at the head of his war-elephants and
veteran troops, with evil fortune advanced to offer
battle,. When Iskander beheld this tremendous
display, his pure mind and the mirror of his soul
underwent a change, and he said : * In what man-
“ ner shall I arrange the troops against the Hin-
““doos? By what precautions will it be possible to
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“ ayert from my army the fury of the elephants
“ and the ravages of the lons!"” He therefore
took counsel with the philosophers; the wise men,
the intelligent, and the experienced sages, who ac-
companied him; but from none of them did he
receive a satisfactory answer, At length the Inspirer
of Truth, conferring the bounty of grace, determined
him to adopt this device :—he assembled all the
artificers, and ordered them to make ready twenty-
four thousand hollow images of iron, copper, and
other metals: they were to finish them in the form
of soldiers; and having filled their cavities with dry
wood and naphtha, to set fire to these combus-
tihles the moment the flames of battle begun to
rage. The Foor, advancing with the chieftains and
soldiers of Hindustén, the panthers, tigers, and
lions of battle, and his mountain-like elephants,
charged the army of Zu-ul-Kumain; but when the
trunks of the elephants and the claws of the lions
became entangled in the figures, and the heat of
the flumes began to rage, all these animals turned
to flight ; on which the soldiers of Room, with the
blows of their flame-showering sabres, hurled from
their saddles; to the earth, countless numbers of
their infidel foes. Upon this, the Foor took refuge
in a fortified city; whither, after a few, days, im-
mense multitudes flocked to him from various parts :
and these succours inspired him with such confi-
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dence, that he again offered Iskander battle, Dur-
ing the space of twenty days, the chamipions of both
armies, engaging in single combat, with sworids and
arrows mutually lopped off each other’s heads or
pierced each other’s hearts; and in these encounters
many of the Ionian warriors sped their way from the
field of battle to the other world. Zu-al-Kurnain
was deeply impressed with sorrow at this event:
but at last, through the instruction of good fortune
and prosperity, sent the following message to the
Foor :— What majesty or splendor ean we ascribe
““to the monarch who in the time of great emer-
** gencies precipitates his soldiers and nobility into
* the abyss of slaughter and destruction, when he
“ conld avert their perils by exposing his single un-
“ aided person? My object in this statement is,
*“if' you concur; that you and I, without the help
“ of our armies, should terminate this carnage, and,
“by such a measure, free from further calamity
“and destruction onr suljects, who now expose
“ their precious lives for our interests.” The Foor
was surprised at such a proposal; but being of lofty
stature, and so mighty a frame, that Iskander by
the side of him appeared mean and contemptible, he
made no ditficulty of complying with the king's re-
quest. He rushed alone and unattended, like a
furious lion, to the field ; and Zu-al-Kurnain, like s
raging leopard, advanced to meet him, Whilst the

L0 ]
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two kings took their measures for the battle; ut the
moment of attack and defence, a dreadful sound
from the Indian camp, which was in reality the
sumimons of Fate, reached the hearing of the Foor;
and while his attention was engaged in wishing to
ascertain the cause of this unseasonable tumult
and from what quarter it proceeded, Iskander,
taking advantage of this, with one blow of his silre,
hurled him from the back of his fleet charger, and,
immediately leaping from his horse and standing
on the breast of his prostrate foe, severed, with the
vindictive blade, his haughty head from the vehicle
of the body. On this, the uproar of the Hindoos
aseended to the orbit of Saturn; and they again
prepared to renew the work of slaughter, urged on
by regret and grief. At last, Zu-al-Kurnain thus
addressed them : “ Since the shadow of the Foor's
« liberality and beneficence is now far removed
“ from your heads, what motive can you have for
* this unseasonable hostility?* The Hindoos re-
plied: Do not suppose that we will voluntarily
“ submit our persons to the degradation of captivity
“ and the calamity of slaughter : as long as & breath
“ of life remains, we will not withdraw our hands
“from the fight; but, on the contrary, seated on
“ our steeds, cheerfully accept the invitation of
« death, and deny you the power of slaughtering
# ps.” To this Iskander made answer : * T am famed
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“ all over the world for observance of promises and
* the fulfilment of engagements; and altogether op-
* posed to breach of faith or the violation of cove-
“ nants: whoever desists from battle, and enters
* on the paths of submission, shall be guaranteed by
“me in person and property.” The enemy, trist-
ing to the king’s declaration, advanced towards him
with humility and submission, and were highly
honoured and exalted by the royal] munificence.
Zu-al-Kurnain then, with the samel honour and
sympathy he had so generously displayed in the
case of other manarchs, ordered them to take, with
due respect, the Foor's body from the surface
of the earth, and commit it to the hosom of the
tomb.

When Iskander had brought within the arasp of
his possession the Foor's treasures, military stores,
and every thing of that description in Hindustdn, he
directed his course to visit the Brahmins, the fame
of whose great wisdom and utter seclusion from the
glittering baubles of the world had reached his ears.
The Bruhmins having learned his intentions, ad-
dressed to him a Letter to this purport: “If the
“ king’s design in visiting us be to acquire riches,
" we are all poor and destitute persons: onr food
“ consisting of vegetables only, and our habits made
“of the skins of animals: but if the king's object
“ be to acquire wisdom and science, what necessity

Do 2
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« is there for this pomp and train of sttendants
On receiving their Letter, Iskander ordered his
‘army to halt, and, accompanied only by a few of his
principal courtiers, went to visit them: he heheld
a race of people living in poverty, dwelling in the
clefts and caverns of mountains; their wives and
children employed in gathering the herbs which
grew on the plain. When Iskander entered the
assembly of the Brahmins, many controversies and
arguments arose between them and his companions,
as they mutually examined each other, conceming
the principles of science and abstruse questions.
Zu-al-Kurnain, who duly appreciated their pleasing
marmers, and acknowledged their eminent virtues,
saiil to them: “ Whatever wealth or favours the
« Bralimins demand of me shall be bestowed on
« them,” To this they replied : * Our only request
“ from thy sovereign majesty is, to vouchsafe us
“ gternal duration and immortality.” Iskander
answered : “ The accomplishment of this desire is
“not in the power of a mortal being, How is it
« possible for him, who cannot add even & single
“ respiration to his own precious existence, to be-
“ stow immortality on others " On this the Brah-
mins obseryed: * As the king is convinced that all
« garthly perfection has its period of decay, and that
“ worldly prosperity is transitory, why then does
“ he turn his attention to putting to death the
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“ creatures of God, destroying cities, and accumu-
“ Jating treasures; all of which, we are sensible, must
“ at last be abandoned, whether we will or not "
To this Iskander replied : “ I have been communded
“ by the Great and Glorious God (whose name be
“ exalted!) to display the true faith, and follow the
“ yoad to salvation; to put to death the sceptic
“and infidel; to refrain and check the wicked
“and corrupt. Had not the decrees of the Al-
“ mighty pointed me out for these purposes, I would
“ never have removed a single step from my pater-
“ ngl abode: but I am obedient to the will of the
* Supreme Creator (may His greatness become
“ more conspicuous!), and will faithfully execute
“ His commands (may His sacred wonds be exalted!)
s yntil the fated hour descends when I shall depart
“ from this world, in the same manner as I have
« entered it.” After many such conversations,
Iskander, bidding adieu to the Brahmins, returned
to his camp.

It is recorded in some histories, that after defeat-
ing the Foor, a report reached Iskander, that there
was then living, in one of the remotest regions of
Hindustiin, a prince called the Kaid, who was famed
for wisdom, policy, equity, and piety; ruling over
a cultivated country and opulent people; who had
likewise, by the efficacy of wisdom and mortifica-
tion, as completely subdued the influence of sensual
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passions and irritable feelings, as he had rendered
the soldiers and peasants submissive to his authority ;
and that he had nearly reached the age of three
hundred years. To this prince, Iskander sent am-
bassadors, with these instructions: “ When my
“ envoys arrive, if they find thee standing, sit not
“down; and if thou be on a journey, travel hither
“ with rapid speed: otherwise, from the effects of
“my wrath, there shall happen to thy country
“that which has befallen so many cities of Hin-
“ dustin,”

When the ambassadors arrived at his court, the
Kaid received them with great respect, and bestowed
on Iskander the title of King of Kings. Having con-
ferred splendid presents on the envoys, he dismissed
them with this representation: “ During a long
*“ time, I have enjoyed possession of some objects,
** the idea of which no monarch has ever even con-
* ceived in the treasury of his imagination. First,
“ there is in my palace, behind the veil of chastity,
“* u dumsel, the beauty of whose cheeks throws the
“sun himself into confusion ; and from her grace-
*“ ful movement, the foot of the waving cypress re-
“ mains motionless in the earth: secondly, 1 have
“a philosopher, who without imposing on you the
“ obligation of asking, can inform you of what
“ passes in yourmind : thirdly, there is in my ser-
“ wice a physician, who in the preservation of health
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“ possesses the miraculous hand® of Moses, and
“ who has attained the highest eminence in repel-
“ ling disease: lastly, there is a cup, which being
“ once filled with water; will ever remain in the
“ same state, although all the people of the world
“ should drink out of it. All these will I bestow on
“ the monarch of the world; and only entreat, that,
“on gecount of my advanced years and the infir-
“ mities of age, he would excuse my journeying
“ to him: but should the king not accept this ex-
“ cuse, 1 will hasten to perform my duty, even on
“ my head and eyes.” Iskander, on receiving the

(*) * According to the teaditions of the Arabs, when Moses re-
torped from his father-in-law Shoayh (Jethra) to revisit Jas mither
and brethren in Egypt, in the course of his journey he foind, on
the banks of the Hiver Aimen, the propbetic mantle and siaff.  As
soon ss he hud put on the muntle, nod tiken op the stoff, his hand
became of a surprising Jusire: nfier which God appeared to him,
and commissioned him 0 go 10 Pharach, for the doubls purpose,
of recluiming him from idolstry and delivering the Children of
lzrael from bondage. On appearing before Pharaoh, that prince
demanded some mirmeulous proof of his divine mission: on which,
Moses cest his stulf on the ground, sod Pharsoh immediately be-
held a monstroas drgon, with open mouth, looking st kim most
Intently. This sight wlarmed Phoruob and his courtiors : who all
toak to flight, entreating Moses 1o make the monster dumppear; ot
the same time jromidng to gmnt all bis demands.  On this, Moses
took the dragon by the head, and pothing was seen except the
stnfF which he held  Phoraoh ext asked Moses if be had oo other
miraele tn prove his mivsion: on whith the prophet shewed him
his right-hand, which wiw s durk s lis faeo, placed it under his
srim, and drew it oot white us mmow, shining like o star, with a
brillinney which pervaded the atmosphese s the parth”

D'Hennevoy
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Kaid's answer, was seized with wonder; and said :
“ These things appear to me as impossible to be
“ attained as the discovery of the Phanix or the
“ Philosopher's stone.” He however ordered
body of wise and learned lonians to approach the
Kaid, and examine the proffered objects: in case
they proved conformable to his description, and
that there was ueither fraud nor subterfuge in his
account, they were to excuse the Kaid’s coming to
pay his respects, and bring the presents to the foot
of the throne; but should they prove different, they
were, either by persuasion or compulsion, to pro-
duce the Kaid in person at the sublime gate. The
wise men, having formed the resolution, set out, and,
having travelled many stages and traversed many
routes, reached the desired object, and arrived at
the Kaid's capital: On reaching the royal residence,
they were admitted to an audience; received by the
king with the greatest respect; and had a suitable
abode assigned them. The third day after their
arrival, he convened a solemn assembly *; and hav-
ing commanded the assembled sages of Ionia and
Room, with those of Hindustdn and his own domi-
nions, to appear in his presence, he seated the former
at his right-hand, and the latter on his left: the

() K sy The first is n Turkish word, properly signify-
ing *afenst:” the second AKlu the Translstor has taken as Per
alan. ™ jrreat,” héary," *important,” &e.
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assembly being thus-arranged, the wise men of these
different  regions mutually proposed questions to
each other, on the principles of science and philoso-
phy: the arguments and disputations were prolonged
on both sides for 2 considerable time: at lnst, the
ambassadors turned the conversation on the pro-
mised objects; and the Kaid being determined to
fulfil his engagements, delivered them to Zu-al-
Kurnain's envoys, whom he immedistely permitted
to depart, having loaded the vehicles of their expee-
tation with the valuable silks and precious merchan-
dise of Hindustin,

The fortunate sages having accomplished their
purpose, returned in safety to the court, sublime as
the sphere of Saturn, and presented the gifts. When
Iskander had contemplated the roseste charms of
the damsel, he next proceeded to make a trial of the
Hindoo philosopher, to whom he sent a cup filled
with ghee *: he, having viewed it for some time, put
into it a thousand needles, and sent it back to the
king. Iskander ordered the needles to be melted,
formed into a ball, and tuken back to the philosopher.
The Hindoo sage, after some reflection, directed
the ball to be made into a mirror, and then con-
veyed to the assembly convened before Zu-al-Kur-
nain: the king, on beholding the polished mir-
ror, called for a basin of water; in which having

(") oFy " melted butter or ghee.”
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immersed the mirror, he commanded the basin and
water, at the bottom of which was the mirror, to be
ghewn to the illustrious sage: the philosopher, on
this, formed the mirror into a cup, which he placed
on the top, so as to float about the basin, and sent
haek the basin and cup to Iskander. The king then
ordered the cup to be filled with earth, and once
more taken back to the philosopher: as soon as
the cup filled with earth met his eyes, he began
to weep and mourn aloud, and to reproach griev-
ously his own sinful passions: he directed his face
to heaven, and, with every mark of contrition, fer-
vently implored the Divine forgiveness : after which,
lie ordered the messenger to depart, and bear the
cup to Iskander; who expressed the greatest amaze-
ment at what bad occurred, the mystery of which
no one could explain. The next day, the king,
having given orders for the presence of the Wise
Men, the Learned, the Pillars of the State, and
the Ministers, commanded the Hindoo Philosopher
(with whom he had never conversed) to be intro-
duced : on his introduction, the king beheld a man
of lofty stature and powerful frame : on which, this
thought passed rapidly over his mind: “ Such an
“ appearance is not consistent with wisdom ; but if
“such a person also unite in himself a penetrating
“ genius and quickness of conception, he is surely
* without an equal in the world.” The philosopher,
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from his skill in physiognomy, having divined the
king's thonghts, immediately carrying the forefinger
round his face, afterwards placed it on the tip of the
nose. Iskander asked the meaning of this action;
on which the philosopher thus answered : “ By the
“ light of understanding and the illumination of ge-
“ nius, I discovered the king’s sentiments respecting
“ me, gs they passed over his exalted mind. That
“ action indicates, that as there is but one nose
“ planted on the human countenance, in the same
“ manner, I am unequalled and unrivalled on the
“ gurface of the earth, but particularly in the regions
“ of Hindustin.” Iskander then said : < What was
“ my meaning in sending the cup filled with ghee?
“and what did you purpose by introducing the
* needles 1" ‘The philosopher thus answered : * It
“ appeared to me, that the king, by sending the cup
“ full of ghee, intimated, “ My mind is so amply
“ stored with knowledge and wisdom, that it can
* receive no addition to the principles of science;
** just as this cup, which can hold nothing more.’
“ On the other hand, by introducing the needles, I
“ sigpified, that it was possible to unite other ac-
“ quisitions in science to those already stored up in
* the treasury of the king’s mind, and to arrange
* them on the page of his illuminated soul, in the
“ same manner as the needles, from their minute-
** ness, found a place in the ghee.” Iskander next
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demanded what was meant by the ball and the
mirror ? The sage thus answered: * The kings
* meaning fin sending the ball was evidently this:
“ ¢ My mind, through the effusion of blood, and at-
“ tention to affiirs of policy, has become hard and
“ obdurate like this ball, and is become incapable of
* admitting scientific propositions ;* but by making
“ the mirror, I gave the king to understand, that
“ althongh iron is hard and stubborn, yet by skill it
“ may be so arrmnged, that from its purity all other
“ substances may be reflected.” Iskander next de-
manded, ** What was my motive in putting the mir-
“ yor into the basin of water? and what did you
* mean by the cup which floated about in it 2" The
philosopher answered :  The king's meaning could
“ only be this: as the mirror immediately smks to
* the bottom of the water and there subsides, so0
“ the days of our life soon come to a close; it is
“ therefore impossible to learn many sciences in a
“ short time : and my object in making the cup was-
* this; as by skill we can keep on the surface of the
“ water an object which naturally sinks to the bot-
“ tom, in like manner it is possible, by exertion and
“ application, to cquire muny valuable accomplish-
* ments within a short period.” Iskander lastly ob-
served: *You made no reply on my sending yon the
- cup filled with earth?” The philosopher answered :
* That act needed not an observation: the king



413

“ meant, that every being of accident is necessarily
* doomed to dissolution ; that nothing created can
*“ possibly be eternal; and that, hereafter, this feeble
“ frame will be united to the heavy and inert ele-
““ ment of earth,” Tskander replied: “ Itis true : the
“ gain aceruing to me from coming to Hindustéin has
“ been the good fortune of your presence; which, in
“ truth, is the perfection of advantage.” After this,
Zu-al-Kurnain, having elevated the philosopher by
costly dresses and splendid gifts, distinguished him
beyond all his contemporaries and equals. Mastdi
tells us, that as long as Iskander remained in Hin-
dustin, this sage continued in attendance on the
fortunate retinue; but when the conqueror withdrew
from that region, he requested permission to remain
behind, which Iskander granted. They also relate,
that Zu-al-Kurnain made trial of the cup; which was
filled with water, and, slthough the people drank out
of it, there was neither change nordiminution percep-
tible n it. He also took the physician into his ser-
vice: and witnessed from him so many extraordinary
results in the healing art, that the fingers of descrip-
tion are inadequate to their narration. It is related
in the Tirikh-i-Hukam4, that Iskander, after the
conquest of Hindustin, withdrew from that coun-
try; and having traversed Jong and distant routes,
directed the reins of his purpose towards Cheen :
that between him and the sovereign of that country
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many controversies and disputes took place ; but at
last, the sovereign of Cheen obeyed the orders of
Ziral-Kurnain, and, acceding to his eommands with
unconditional submission, presented to him a thou-
sand mans® of the purest gold; a thousand pieces
of white silk; five thousand dresses of brocade: a
hundred sabres, of which the hilts were set with
pearls and diamonds, so that the eyes of the be-
holderwere dazzled ; & hundred horses of the king's
stud, which could outstrip the winds in speed: a
hundred Chinese saddles, set with precious gems;
a hondred lumps of the finest amber: a hundred
thousand mithk4ls of musk; two hundred rotoli of
aloes-wood ; and vases wrought with all manner of
figures, devices, and forms, any one of which the
heart of even the spectator would not permit hin
to part with; and several thousand skins of the
sable, beaver, and ermine ; with innumerable things
besides ; accompanied by many excuses for his con-
duct. After this, Iskander wrote a treaty, which he
gave the people of Cheen, stipulating that they
should conform to his injunctions and prohibitions.
On terminating the affairs of Cheen, he subdued the
other countries of the East, and arranged the tribute

(*) Mdn, o weight which, sccording o the enstom of the coun-
try, vuries from 40lh. o 841b, According to D'Herbelit, mdn
signifies, in Persivy, what we eall “ s pound weight” A mithkd!

is equal 10 o druchm and o balf. ‘The rololi varies from 12 oudces
to 4§ b, avoindupois,



15

in proportion to their respective revenues: then
having founded many cities in Turkestin, he re-
turned to the regions of the West.

THE RECITAL OF A FEW OF THE ADVEXTURES OF TRHANDERL, WIHITH
HAVE WEEN OMITTED 0T TEE PEN OF DESCRIPTION IN THE
COURSE (F THIE @TOMY, WITH THE MENTION OF S0ME OF HIS
MAXTME.

Ir is related in the Tarikh Maajem, that when
Iskander had subdued the realms of Fars, he took
and imprisoned many of the sons of the kings: on
which he wrote an epistle to the sage Aristitilis,
stating : * The conquest of the realms of the world
“ in general, and the secure possession of the region
“ of Fars in particular, has not been accomplished
“ by the force of our arm and bravery, or by the
“ excellence of our policy and deserts; but through
“ the aid of Heaven, and the grace of the Almighty,
“ this good fortune has blessed us. T have inspired
* the well-disposed with & desire to follow the true
% path, and excited in the foolish a wish for the
“ splendors of the lamp of Truth; making the
* counsels of intelligence my model, in the rules for
“ promoting the good of the people, and the msti-
“ tutes for the protection of the humble : moreover,
“ my energy has never allowed me to undertake an
“ odious act or culpable proceeding. At present,
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1 am exceedingly perplexed and embarrassed with
“ respect to several members of the royal family,
“ who are closely confined in my prisons, If 1
“ deliver them from the disgrace of confinement,
“a breach may ensue in the strong defences of
“ the realm, the reparation and remedy for which
“ would be totally beyond the compass of possibi-
“ lity ; and if I put them to death, I thereby become
+ detested in this world, and visited with punish-
“ment in the next.” The great Master thus re-
plied: * It is impossible to put them to death from
“ mere suspicion of danger; and it is unjust to shed
« the blood of so many without overt acts: if you
“ attempt to destroy a number of innocent persons,
# the Great and Glorious God will appoint some in-
“ dividual to labour, in retaliation, to extirpate your
“ household, and root out the tree of your fumily.
“ Yt is therefore most advisable for you to appoint
« pach of them to supreme power in the several
% provinces of Ajem ; and assign to each the abso-
“ lute government of some district in Farsistin; so
* that each of them, being independent and uneon-
“ trolled by the other, should be unable to direct
« his attention from the government of his own
« gountry, to criminal agitation against the other.”
[skander, regarding obedience to the dictates of the
sage asa sacred duty, divided the kingdom of Irin
amongst them, and sent each of them to some
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district : these are styled, by historians, Mulfik-ut-
tuwdif (the Provincial Kings). Immediately after
the recital of the Biography of the Philosophers, the
history of this class, conformably to the instructions
of the most noble and dignifisd (Ali Shir), shall be
recorded in these pages, if it please the Almighty."

It is recorded in the translation of the Farikh-i-
Hukamé, that Iskander, during his circuit in the
provinces, happened to pass by a certain village, in
which the dwellings of the inhabitants were narrow
and dark; and at the door of each, he saw a grave
prepared : among them was neither governor nor
judge. Iskander having asked the reason of the
uniformity observed in the houses, the absence of a
governor or ruler, and the excavation of the grayes,
they answered: “ A diffevence in the clevation of
“ the houses wonld lead to a claim of superiority
“and pre-eminence over each other, and we are
“ far removed from the influence of such a quality:
“we have the graves ready dug at our doors, that
“we may not forget death, or feel pride at our
** ephemeral existence, as pride is necessarily con-
“ nected with calamity : and, lastly, as our actions
“are conformable to equity, what occasion have we
“for judge or governor!” Zu-al-Kurnain asked:
“If I should appoint for your dwelling a more
* cheerful place, could you remove from your pre-
“ gent -abode 2" They answered: * Our request

EE
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“ from the king is, that he would drive away from
“us the predestined hour of Fate!” To which
Iskander replied : “ If the fulfilment of your request
“ had heen possiblé to mortal man, no human being
“ would be more able than myself to grant it.” On
this they answered: * As the king, in this matter,
““ is as weak as others, our request is, that he permit
“* us to remain in our own abode ; for residence in
“ the place of one’s birth and growth has a pecu-
“ liar delight.”

In the course of his conquests’, Iskander is said
to have come to a city in which seven estimable
princes had in succession administered the govern-
ment. On asking the people of the place whether
or not any of the descendants of their former kings
remained, they answered : * There is a youth, re-
“ lated to the ancient princes, who dwells in such a
“ burial-ground, and feels an aversion to taking on
“ himself the sovereign power.” Iskander, with
some of his principal courtiers, went near the young
prince ; and reproaching him for abandoning the
kingdom and taking up his abode in that dismal
place, at the same time nrged him to assume the
administration of affairs. The youth replied: « 0
* generous-minded sovereign, I am engaged in a
“ pursuit, from which, until 1 be disengaged, it will

(") Mhis story benrs some resemblunee to thut of Abdulonimus,
who wus ruised to the throne of Sidon, by Alexander the Great.
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“ be impossible for me to undertake the charge of
“ dominion and authority.” Zu-al-Kumaim ob-
served: “If you have any other concern than that
““ of contemplating mouldering bones, explain what
“itis." The prince answered : “ Having maturely
*“ reflected on the world and its transitory nature, 1
** voluntarily withdrew from society, and made this
* burial-ground my abode; and, although I have
“long endeavoured to distinguish the bones of
“ powerful kings from those of humble worshippers,
“ 1 am still unable, and the matter remains uncer-
“ tain. Truly, when Ilooked to the tombs, there was
* no difference between the slave and his master.”
Iskander replied: * This is an important point,
“ which can only be comprehended by the know-
“ledge of the Almighty: but if you are possessed
“ of energy, permit not yourself to deviate from my
* commands, that 1 may restore you to the rank of
“ your fathers and ancestors.” The young prince
answered: “1 have an energy which aspires to
* higher pursuits—a life exempt from death: youth
“ free from the decrepitude of age: wealth beyond
“ the reach of poverty; joy unmixed with grief; a
“ beloved object unattended with loathing; and
“ health uninterrupted by disease.” Iskander ol-
served : ** From me you cannot expect these ob-
jeets.™ The young prince thus replied: “1 seek
them from one with whom I ¢an find them.”
EE2
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His nobles once said to Iskander : * You possess
“ extensive dominions ; therefore turn your atten-
“tion to the Harem, that you may have many
* children, so that the kingdom may not fall into
* the hands of aliens.” To this lskander replied :
“ It is by no meuns agreeable to my sentiments,
“ that one who has always proved victonious over
“ men should be overcome by women.”

One day, a person in old and patched gurments
entered his audience-hall to present some petition,
and expressed himself with eloquence and perspi-
cuity. Iskander met his petition with a harsh
answer, and said: ““In the same manner as you have
“clothed your sentiments in sunitable language,
“ it would have been better had you also decked
“ your external appearance in a becoming habit.”
The person replied : “ Your servant has unlimited
** power over the use of words, but the sovereign
“ of the world far exceeds him in the ability of ar-
“ rangements in dress:”—which observation so
greatly pleased Iskander, that he exalted him by the
donation of a costly hinbit.

In some engagement, a great number of women
having advanced to attack him, on recognising them
he retived from the combat, saying: ** This is a
““ host, which, iff we subdue, we eannot exult in the
“victary 3 and if, which Heaven forbid ! the matter
“ be reversed, there would attach to us a reproach
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“ which would furnish a subject for conversation to
** all eternity.”

The poet Zitin one day asked him for ten thou-
sand dinfrs*: to which Iskander replied : * This
sum is somewhat too considerable for your rank.”
To this the poet answered: “ If the sum be too
“ considerable for my rank, it is far too small for
** yours :"—which reply pleased Iskander so much,
that he immediately gave him an order to obtain
the sum of money specified.

He once asked a philosopher, * In what pursuit
should a king exhibit perseverance?” He re-
turned for answer : “ In meditating by night on the
““ interests of the subjects, and attending to the
* concerns of lis people ; and in carrying them into
* execution the following day.” Iskander was once
asked: “Among all the objects obtained by your
power, from which do you receive most delight 2"
He replied: © From increasing the power and

(*) The dinar, & gold coin weighing » mithkal and o half, passed
for twenty to twenty-five dirhems: thes litter were of silver, und
for the first time marked with an Ambic Anscription.. A, m5xp. T8
They were of three kinds: the fint weighed a mithkél sud o halfs
the sevond, half o mithkAl; and the whird three-fifths of it: there
wie dlso 4 fourth kind current, which weighed soven-tenths of a
mithk3l  When the pound of silver is coined, ss with us, into
sixty-two shillings, the first dirhem =% i the second= 4144 :
the third=35.% ¢ ; nod the fourtdy=353-§}dl—the medinm valoe
of whith wounld be 53d.; thar of the dinfir abont 10e 73

Casivie Matmio Autararer,
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« dignity of any one who has rendered me good
“ service,”

They one time censured Iskander for exposing
his person in the field of battle: to which he an-
swered : < It would be altogether opposed to justice,
« that another should, by voluntuarily engaging in
“ battle, expose himself to destruction for my in-
“ terests: and that I, declining all participation in
+ it, should hold mysell’ exempted from a like obli-
“ wation.”

Two of his courtieys', who entertained a violent
animosity against each other, entreated that he
would in person decide between them the matter
in dispute. He answered: “ My decision would
“ certainly gratify the one, and give pain to the
« pther: but if you tread in the path of good faith
“ and the road of rectitude, it will render you both
“ acceptable to God and benevolent.”

(*) This is perheps the version of the dispute between Craterns
and Hephistion; in which, according to Plutarch, he tald He-
plaestion, publicly, * he was u fool and o madmen, if he did oot
“ know that without his muster’s favour he wonld be pothing ™
He gove Crateras also & severe reprimand in private 5 und after
having bronght them together and reconciled them, he swore, by
Jupiter Ammon and oll the other Gods, * that he Joved them more
“ than all the men in the world; but if he pereived them wonin at
“ yarinoce, e would put them both to death, or at lenst the ug-
* pressor.” Thin is suid to huve hod such wm effect upon them, that

they never afterwards expressed any diclike to each other, even in
jes—Prurancn's Lives
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At the time he purposed to give Déra battle, his
spies having reported the hostile army to consist of
more than three hundred thousand veteran soldiers,
he observed, “ The skilful butcher and the active
“ skinner never feel alarmed at the numbers of the
*“ sheep.”

One day, when, according to established custom
and settled rule, he conferred splendor and em-
bellishment on the throne by his presence, it hap-
pened that no one came, either to complain of op-
pression, or to address any request to him : on which
Iskander said to himself:

* Whatever day 1 pass in this manuer,
“Gudknum,l{:un:idtrunrunpmnfmyli&!”

He was one day asked, “ Why do you shew
** greater respect and reverence to your instructor™
““ than you do to your father?” He replied ; ** From
“ my tutor I obtain life eternal ; and from my father,
*“a perishable existence. Moreover, my father
“ brought me down from heaven to earth, but
“ Arist(i has raised me from earth to heaven :"—that
is, from the futher is derived * the germ of the

(*) According to Plutarch, * Aristotle was the manhe sdmired
"hhhywnprmn;mLuhMuvmud.hhdmlu&
* affection foe him than for his own fither: fram the ane be do-
* rved the hlessing of 1 ; fram the other, the blessing of & good

= Life™

wi
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coagulited blood and piece of Hesh®,” placed by
physical energy in the sure receptacle, where, in
process of time, without the tracing of pen or com-
pass, being impressed with a variety of forms, it
issues forth into the area of visibility : again, when
the destined number of breathings has been com-
pleted, and the last breath fetched up; when the
members become scattered, and return back from
the world of passiveness and the abode of formation
to the regions of destruction and the realm of invi-
sibility ; the Instructor is then the cause of life
eternal; the sourees of which are knowledge and
philosophy : moreover, the wise regard important
knowledge as the essence of the existence of the
mntellectual power; and the true Khizar®, in their
belief, is the intellectual power of the learned ; and
darkness, according to them, is the gloom of igno-

(") Sale’s Korn, chap. 23, ver. 2,

(*) Khizar, & prophet, who, aecording to Eastern traditions, was
the companion, Vigs, or Generl, of the nocient monarch, named
Zu-al-Kurnuin, or the Two-horned ; o title which wus also assmmed
by Alexanter the Great, on acevmnt of his extensive congquests : ags,
Elmzr, in Arabic, meams * green,” * vonduns,” &o. - they pretend
thit the prophet was so called, beeause e is exempted from death, in
comseruence of his hu'u'mgdru.nk. of the water of fife.. Hre 33 con-
foumded by muny with the Prophet Elins, who i supposed to dwell
in the Terrestrinl Poradise, in the enjoyment of inmmoertality. As the
Tree of Life is in this Paradise, near the Fountain, the Mahomme
dans believe that his immortality arises us much from the fruit of
the tree ag the water of the fountain.  Othors believe that there is
a compact of brotherhood mnd mciety belween these two boly per-

BunAEes,
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rance : therefore every individual whe comes from
the gloom of ignorance to the formtain of life, that
15, wisdom, allays the thirst excited by error and
folly with the living water, and thus attains to a
second existence and life immortal.

Some of his chiefs having urged him to make a
night attack on the Persian army, he answered”:
“ To obtain the victory over enemies by stealth or
“ surprise, is contrary to the dictates of my energy.”

He onee asked u philosopher, *“ What device al-
“fords a guarantee against the censure of the
“world?” He answered: “To say something to
which they assent.”

It is one of Iskander's maxims: “ The high-
“ minded and generous man, although poor, is
“ always held i honour; butthe mean-spirited and
** avaricious, however high their rank, are despicable,

sonnges, which hns given dse to the compound KEhizar-Elias; o
nume which i also given o St George, the tutelar saint of Hng-
land,  Aecording o the Thrikh Montukhab, this peopliet wos
Alsenbion’s nephew, und served ms guide 1o Mooes und the Chilitren
of Tsrael, in thele pussage of the Red See, und the Deseet. The sume
anthor tells ua, that the prophet lived ia the time of Kaikobid, st
which time he discovered the Fountain of Life; and as he dmak of
its wisters, hee is not to die antil the sound of the last trampet, £ 6
the Day of Judgment—I'Henueror.

(*) “ They waited wpon the king, therefore, sfter be hud finished
“ the morifice, wad advised bim to sttuck the enemy in the night,
“ when darkness would hide whei wes most dreadful in the gom-
“ bt Upon which he returned them the celebraied anower: * 1
* will not steal & victory." “—Prurancn's Liees
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“ and devoid of influence.” He has also said: “ Man
“has greater need of understanding than of
 wealth."

ACCOUNT OF HMEANDER'S DEATH.

Tug astrologers, who caleulated Iskander’s nativity,
had announced, that when the prince’s death drew
nigh, the earth under him would become iron, and
the heavens above him be of gold. Now, when
Zu-al-Kurnain had rested from the conquest of
kingdoms, he made preparations for returning into
the Tonian country : in the district of Kums, being
separated from his army', a great hemorrhage seized
him, so that, through the urgency of the oceasion,
one of the nobles spread his coat of mail under
him, and, in order to keep off the inconvenience of
the heat, interposed his golden shield between Lim
and the sun. Iskander, on contemplating this ar-
rangement, exclaimed: “ This is the earth of iron
*“ and the heaven of gold, which the astrologers de-
“ clared to be one of the prognostics of my death ;
“ so that my life draws to a conclusion :—

{*) Literally, * being in advance of his Hag.”
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" Alns! the tule of youth is concluded ;

* The blooming spring of life is tarned 1o December :
* The bird of delight, which nestled in my heart,

* 1 know got when it cume, or when it departed.”

He then sent for a secretary, to write a Letter to
his mother; and, by the king's direction, the com-
mencement of it ran thus: * This Letter is ad-
* dressed from the slave, the son of a slave, namely,
** Iskander, (who for a short time and limited space
“ comsorted with his fellow-mortals on earth, but
 who, during future times and countless ages, will
“ associate with the inlmbitants of eternity,) to his
** mother, from the benefits of whose society and
“ attentions I derived no advantage in this abode of
* proximity’: but, if it please God, when in the world
“ of light and honour, and the mansions of bliss
“ and joy, I shall have the profit of being near her.”
Such is the purport of the long epistle, which is
recorded at length in more extended histories.
When the world-subduing monarch had folded
up the carpet of life, and expressed his cheerful
resignation to the summons of the Almighty, agree-
ably to his testament, having wrapped his body
in a shroud, they deposited it in a golden coffin,
which the grandees and nobles bore, and exhibited
in a great assembly. On this the chief of the people

(') This change from the third to the first person i common
in Oriental writers,
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rose up, and said: ““ Should any one feel nclined
“ to.weep over a sovereign, it may surely be over
** this one.  Should he choose to express his adimi-
“ ration, it surely may be in this instancel” After
which, turning towards the sages, he requested them
to say something sententious and concise, expres-
sive of the regrets of the nobles, and Imparting
counsel to the people. One of Arist(’s disciples
then arose, and, placing on his head the hand of
Iskander (which, by his testament, was left, after
his decease, outside the coffin, to let all the world
see, that, notwithstanding his dominion and wealth,
he departed empty-handed to the other world), he
thus spoke: O heart-delighting orator! and, O
““ eloquent speaker! what has rendered thee thus
“desf and dumb! Notwithstanding the wide ex-
“tent of thy science and wisdom, how hast thou,
*“like the heedless gmme, fallen into the natrow
“* snare ! *

Another said : “ Yesterday, Iskander laid up, out
*“of sight, hoards of silver and gold; but, to-day,
* Fortune has concealed him from human guze, like
“ treasures of silver and gold.”

Another said : * This is he who was yesterday a
“ victorious monarch over the people of the world ;
“ and who to-day, in the opinion of some of them,
* remains defeated,”

Another said: “ Yesterday he was able to hear
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** recitals ; and others, through feelings of awe, were
“unable to speak before him: to-day, others are
“able to express themselves in his presence, and
““ he has neither ability to speak nor hear.”

Another said : ““ This is the king whose sway

* comprehended the extent of the earth. from East
“ to West, and who is at present confined between
““two cubits’ space.”

Another said:  This is he whose vicinity was
“ yesterday regarded by his foes with abhorrence,
“and whom his friends to-day approach with
aE IOﬂLhi]]g.’

Another said : **This is Iskander, who yesterday,
“ by strength of mind, was able to enforce the ad-
““ ministration of nations and the management of
*“ affairs, and is, at present, altogether helpless in
“ the details of his own concerns.  Glory to Him,
““ whose perfection endures, whilst every thing be-
“* sides perishes!™

When each of the sages, according to the measure
of his science and wisdom, had thus spoken a few
words, they then despatched towards Iskanderiel’,
Zu-al-Kurnain's remains, enveloped in the mercy
- and forgiveness of the Almighty. The people of
the city went forth to meet the hier with all

(") As Aristander the soothsyer sunounced that the possession
of the royal enepae would give stubility o the kingdom where it

wiis inderred, Piolemy, by mauy stratagems, got it conveyed ‘1
Alexnmlrin

J
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possible splendor: but when it met his mother's
sight, she wept over him, with moans and lamenta-
tions and accents of sorrow, and spoke thus:—
“ 0 delight of mine eyes! O beloved child! 1
“ behold with astonishment, how he, whose wis-
“ dom and science had mounted to the heavens,
“who had made the four habitable regions his
“ kingdom, and rendered the sovereigms of the
* world his slaves, now sleeps so profoundly as not
“ to awnke, and has become so silent as not to
“ uttera word. Which of you will inform Iskander,
“ on my part, that you gave me counsel, and I ac-
“ cepted it; that you condoled with me, and 1 was
“ comforted; that you exhorted me to patience,
*and I put endurance in practice T At this con-
Jjuncture, all the wise men, coming into her presence,
condoled with her in a suitable manner ; and having
recourse to exhortations and counsels, then com-
mitted the blessed remains of Iskander to the earth.
His mother also, in affliction and grief, prepared, in
the manner prescribed in the king's Letter and dic-
tated in his testament, a banquet at her palace; to
which she invited all the women of the country,
and placed them at table. At the moment of be-
ginning to eat, she commanded thus: “ Let that
“ person only partake of those viands who has
“ never experienced grief, calamity, misfortune,
“ and mourning.” They all drew back the hand,
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wondering at the presence of thé meats and the
prohibition against eating; as there was not one of
them, from the chimney of whose family the smoke
of grief had not ascended. Iskander’s mother
having asked the reason of their reluctance and
abstaining from the viands, they represented to her
the state of the case: on which she understood her
son’s object, in desiring this measure by his Jast
will, was, that she should not mourn to excess in
this calamity, as she had many partners and num-
berless rivals in affliction. “When calamity is
general, it is good (or alleviated).” She conse-
quently moderated her expression of mourning and
distress; and meeting with obedience the Divine
decree, she thus said: “ Perpetuity without limit:
* existence without end; the kingdom without de-
“ cay ; life eternal and infinite, belong exclusively
“ to the Creator.” * He is the One who decays
“ not and dies not: I am the Lord God: to me
“ you shall all vevert.”

It is recorded in the Téirikh Maajem, that Iskan-
der’s mppearance had no resemblance to that of his
father and mother: his complexion was inclined to
a vivid ruddiness: he had one eye black and the
other blue'; the one continually directed upwards,

(') TMeetzes, in his Chiliads, also affirms thut one of bis eyos
was blnck and the other biue.
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and the other downwards: his teeth small amd
sharp-pointed : his face resembled that of a Tion.
Even during his boyhood, and the commencement
of maturity, he was famed for bravery and intrepi-
dity. In his nincteenth year he became supreme
ruler, The period of his government extended to

seventeen years: nine years of this were spent in

varions campaigns 3 and he passed cight years of his
life in perfect tranquillity; free from every anxiety.
He possessed absolute power over twenty-two great
empires of the East and West, North and South.
Out of the number of his relations and companions,
some became invested with full power over thirteen
realms, in proportion to their services or expedi-
tions, or personal attendance at court, He travelled
over most of the world in two years, and surveyed
in person most of its regions and territories; thus
beholding many strange and wondrous sights. But
should the agreeably-pacing courser of our perfiume-
scattering pen attempt to curvet in the area of their
enumeration, he would be zoon obliged to desist
from the endeavour. Iskander sululued all the
kingdoms: of the East and West, at the head of
three hundred thousand men of upproved valour:
and at list reluctantly resigned the world to others;
s0 that, out of ull his treasures, riches, cavalry and
infantry, he took with him only a few ells of fine
linen, * To every period there is a sacred yolime:
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* God blots out and inserts whatever he pleases: to
“ Him belongs the mother of the Holy Book®."
It is thus recorded in the Ghaniah, * Authors
* differ greatly sbout the appellation of Zu-ul-
* Kurnain (“of the two horns, or the two genera-
““tions'): some maintain that he was so called
“ beciuse he was a prophet, sent to 4 particular
“ people, who aceused him of falsehood, and smote
“him on one point of his head, and slew him;
“ but that the Almighty revived him, and he was
“ consequently styled Zu-ul-Kurnain, or * the man
“ of two ages’: such is the relation of Ali Ibn Abi
“ Taleh, on whom be benedictions! It is suid he
“was so called beesuse God deputed him as
* prophet to a generation of men who imputed to
“ him falsehood : these the Almighty destroyed,
#“ and sent him to another generation: he was
“ therefore ealled Zu-ul-Kurnuin, or ‘the prophet
“ of two generations.” It is also said, that he was
(*) Ong of the titles given by Mohammediis o the Fitihab, o
firet chiupter of the Kordt, Ateundig w thidr Commentatons, the
Almighty sent dowa from besves one buodred and four yolumes
at ditferent penods, all the scienee af which was condepssd jny fime
tonke—the Pentateoch, Gospel, Pralns, and Furkfn,  He afier-
wierds vomeentrnterd the ssscnoe of tise in the Kovha; sud flually
the essence of the Rorhn in s first clapler o7 Suml; whoever
amiderstands the wxplumtion of whick, will be prganiid s under
standing all the volumes revealisd by the Abmighty ; and whoever
roads it over will e e 0 he bad resl aver the Pentutouch, Gospol,

Paulnm, aml Frrkdn, —Manadenn
1y

-
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“so called, as the temples of his head were of
* copper, or, as some say, of hrass or of gold: God
*“only is most wise! Wahab, the son of Munil-
“ beh, says, he was so ecalled because he ruled over
“ the entire of Farsistan and Room; or because
“ he reached the two horns of the world, or its
* eastern and western extremities.  According to
“ gthers, lie saw, in a vision, that he had laid hold
“of the two homs of the sun: on which, having
*“ consulted the interpreters of dreams, they an-
* swered, * Thou shalt surely rule over the whole
“earth” According to some, he had two curled
“ ringlets on his head; and as a ringlet in Arabio
“is called * kurn,’ he was therefore called * the man
“ with two ringlets, or Zu-ul-Kurnain’: others say,
* that on each side of his head he had a horn of
“ gold, like those of the gazel: God only is most
“ wise!” The most probable opinion is that of the
author of the Ghaniah. Some writers however
say, that he was styled Zu-ul-Kumain because he
had reigned sixty years, which is the same as two
generations: but, according to others, he was so
styled because he had two long ears. There are
other reasons also assigned for this appellation, the
enumeration of which would be the cause of too
great prolixity.

Let it not be concealed from the notice of the
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intelligent, that the writer of these pages was Jong
time perplexed about deciding in what part he
should most fitly introduce the “ Lives of the Phi-
losophers,” so as not to appear unsuitable to the
discriminating sight of the residents of the region
of cloguence : and as his doubts still continued, he
therefore represented the case to the radiant-sun-
resembling reason of the highly-dignified Amir of
praiseworthy qualities and liberal mind, (with whom
if Aristd and Iskander had been contemporary, he
would have served as a model to the former, for
the mode of imparting instruction to the most pro-
found sages, and fortifying the sentiments of the
most subtle philosophers; and the latter would
have bitten the finger of astonishment, on beholding
the benevolence of his nature; and the rapidity of
his coneeption): without hesitation or reflection,
the following solution proeeeded from his gem-scat-
tering lips, the commentators on the texts of the
Code of Mercy: “ Whereas most of the eminent
“ sages, such as Aflatoon (Plato), Aristii (Anstotle),
“ and others, were contemporary with Iskander, and
“ gome were even in attendance on him; and more-
“ over, as Zu-ul-Kurnain was distinguished beyond
“ all preceding sovereigns for regulating the affiirs
“ and promoting the interests of this description of
“ mens: it would therefore be proper, by way of

PEZ
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** appendix to the history of that fortunate personage,
“to commit to writing a sketch of the results of
“ their sayings and doings.”

As the intrinsic valne of this suggestion, when
assayed by the touchstone of intellect, was found
to be of perfect standard, our musk-seatt ing pen,
i conformity to the exalted intimation, entered on
the subject, and boldly ventures to cite two distichs,
the result of the humble-talented author's reflection,
descriptive of the pure-minded Amir :

* Although the coin beurs not the stamp of thy name,
* Yet on the tablet of the soul it shogether resesmbles an -
pression on gold :
“ The fame of thy extellence is spread over lnnd and s,
* Without the wid of the orator who declaims in hia pulpit of
wiorenl.™
And now the writer concludes, with perfect hope
and sure relinnce, that

* Gremt men will not criticiss the productions of the Tumble.”
-

FINIS
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Puae 74 A parrinide ahonld nit be'o bing, ] This alludsy tn
Shirouch, the son of Khnsray Purveer, This prince hud dicter-
mined to pluce the tiors oo the heal of Mesdaza, the most favomnred
of his sons.  Shirnueh, indignant at this uttempt to put his right of
primogeniture aside, conspined with some malcontents o dethrone
his fasher, who wes seized, and expired on the Gfth day of his eon.
finement.  Jowase long before o pessan could be found 1o put
Khuszuy to death : st last, Hoormooe, the son of Mordon Shab, wha
bud beeis wlain by Khusrun, offered his services.  When Hoormee
appenred bafire him, Khnamu wderstood what was mnesnt, and
exelnimyed, * Tt i just und proper for 8 son b aley the pmederer ol
his futher.™  Aftor killing the king, Hovrmue went to Shimueh,
and told him a1l thut had passed. * 1t is just snd proper firr o son
to slay the munderer of his futher,” repeated the eruel prince who
bl enployed hirn ; and slew him upon the spot.  Shiroueh, how-
ever, i described by Mirkhond ws & prinee who paid attention 1o
jmrmdﬁnhm althaugh the historian informs us, that he ol
killed his fither and filloen of his brothers.  He ol adds, that it
wasthe repronches of his sisees, cant upon hivg fur thes acts, which
threw him into that deep melanchioly which termlaated his Gfe or
reign within n period of vight menths—Marcors's Presia,

Page 131 In the Mirij-uz-zahab, Feridoun is called the som
of Athkidn, the wn of Jemsheed, &¢.] The rensoning sdopted by
Anquetil du Perron relutive (o the loog ﬂ:[n‘nl il the Teshfudisn
mrnnrohs, and the msde of recoteiling the dleordant seeoanta il
the ancient chronologists with thow of Herodotis, appesr w0 lnge-
nious and plaisible, that they desrve o be carcfully conaidersd.
He begins by ohesrrcing, that critice on this sibject may be divided
intn b elosses s e firat of which, in sceordance with Cresise
Drinstdirriin Simnlue, Juliiie Afrivsnus, Justin,d nod Syoeellis, doigh
thirterm or fnortemn huidesd yenes Gie the dureation’ of the Asyrisgn
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empire ; totally rejecting the testimony of Herodotns, and making
no sitempts o réconcile Hs statements with that of other writers:

The seoid elnss confing themselves 1o the authority of Herodo-
tus; and, with thut bidorion, limis the fotal dumtion of the Assy-
rinn empire to 520 years ; regurding a8 unworthy of eredit the 1360
years of Ctesing, and the Jong entalogue of princes mentioned by
Syneellus

On gne point, however, both these elasses ugree—in regarding
the reigns and existence of the Peshdudiun imonarchs s altogether
fubnlous: but the difficulty which arises from these apparcntly
eonflicting smtements mn!!u:nvurnmur, by shewing, in_ the first
place, that Ctesins was justified in essgning thirteen centuries to
the Assyrum empire, Le. from Belos, 2175 years bofire: the Chris
tinm er, 10 Sardormpelus, sbopt 941 years before the same e,
In the second place, tmt Herodotus expresses hinsell correctly,
in stating the duration of their empire over Upper Asia, ov the
whole of Asia, ot 520 yeurs, £e from Béléterin (Feridoon), the
twentivth Assyrian monarch (under whom the dynssty waa changed)
o Sardenapalns.  In:the third place, thac the reirne of the Pesh-
dudinn princes; o2 recorded in the ancient books of the Persiane,
ure true, or a1 least probable, when considered in-a proper point
of view ; Le the reign or dynasty of Jemsheed us the Chuldsan
dynesty of Julius Africanus; thut of Zobik us the Arab dynasty
of the sime wutlior: sod that of Ferdoon as the dynasty of
Biélétarin, ending with Sardsnopalus: these three smocessive dynas
ties give from thirty-one to thirty-five reigns; and the u:rnia af
kings, ns given by Ctuum.mntm thirty or thirty-five: mgnn-
Thus, without changine in the leat the camlogne of Syncellus, wi
may sny that the thirty-seven or forty-one kings enumerated in it
reigned in Assyrin; sometimes a3 absolute and independent sove-
rolgns ; unﬂ]uptﬁmhudnpmﬂm]mmu whilst Babylon was
derasioually subject 1o the Chaldwans und Arabs, who ut these
perinds were masters of the Assyrian empire,

According to Anguetil du Perron, on the suthority of the
Boundehesh, and the Muojmel-ut-tuvirikh, Jemsheed wos either
gruntlnephew or grndem o Tehmorms, by Vivenghiim: sl
from Jemsheed sre tonced the fallowing generations : Athiin® the

(%) This woed is variously written in MBS, —Athkin, Athida, Atvlas,
Apiten, Atbien, &e.
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First; Zargueshen; Atbifn the Seeond : Atbidn of many hevds ;
Atbifin of the fat oxen; Athifin of the white oxen = Athidin of the
black oxen; Athifin of the red oxen; Second Athifn of the lack
oxen ; and Athidn rich in oxen, the father of Feridoon, who was
put to death by the last of the Zohik or Arab dynasty, durine the
mfancy of his son Feridoon, who ufterwanis mounted the throne
of Assyria-and avenged his fiuther's death.  This genealogy, pro-
bably unknown to Mirkhond, or disregurded by bim, i= confirmed,
in some messure, by his mentioning the tradition of many senera-
tions huving elapsed between Jemsheed und Feridoon. Fendoon is
said to have reigued 500 years, unid t0 have partitioned the BT
among his mms.  According to the Boundehesh and the Muj-
mil-ut-tavirikh®, during this reign or dynnsty the following
generutions intervened between Feridoon and Minucheher: lat,
Iraj; Goseké; Fregoser or Fregosek: Zosheki or Ashak; Fre-
soshey or Fresing; Betek or Betak; Throteg or Those; Bote-
rekd or Votrek : Kemiim Sodak : Menoshkernak ; Menoshkernur or
Menjer ; und Minucheher, who, avenging the desth of Iruj, over-
turus the Ascyrian momarehy, und funds what the Classic writers
atyle the empire of the Medes: he b probmbly therefore the Ar-
haces of the Greeke

It is proper to state here, om the authority of the Dubistin, a
book professedly compiled from the works of the nncient Fire-
worshippers, by Shaik Mohammed Mohsin Fini®, u Saffee or
Philssophieal Devotee, and an avowed believer in the Brohminieal
doctrines, that previots to Ksiomam there were four dynasties :
w:&wmﬁsﬁmmﬂmmm,
supposed to be the fonrteen Menus of the Hindoos.

2d, That of Jy-Affrfim, who established the Jyanian dlynmsty =
the number of his smecesors unknown : the last was named Jyiibiid,

3d, That of Shih-Kuolesv, who established unother dyrasty, of
which the last prince was Shih Mahbool; supposed to be the
Mahabili of the Hindoos, and Belus of the Assyrians

Ath, That of Yassan, who established the dynasty of the Yasa.
nifins, which ended in Y nssan- Ajem.

(") In this list of numes. the firt mentioned are from the Toundohiesh,
and thelr variations from the Mijmel-ut-tavisikh,

() Ben tha Authorities at the end of 8ir W.Oubeley's Travels, vol [IL
P 5644 nnd also Mr. Enkine's Paper on the Dabistén, in the Bombay
Tramsarctions, vol. 11, p. 374,
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The agjregate ceigns of these monarchs is estimated ot many
thimaend millions of yeurs.  This twuch suflices o shew the extea-
yagunee of such ehimorichl dynssties; snd their ineredible durstion ;
hut we can scareely deny Shaikh Mobammed the eredit of fuith-
Fully recording what he found in ancient books, no lmger accessi-
ble to the learned; particularly if the resenrch, inpartinlity, and
extensive knowledae which be displuys, in his wecounts of the
Jewish and Christion Dispensmations, the forms and very terms of
the Charch of Rome, may constitute & standard for judging cor-
rectly of the remuinider of the Dabistin,

Page 157, liné 13]  We are informed by T'Herbolot, that this
famons standird was 2o richly ornnmonted, that It wis - divided
into muny portions, und enriched oll who shared in it Major
Price, in hit History of the Mohammedon Conguests, s mure par-
ticulor: he states, thut “for the tribe of Ben-i-Temivm was re-
U ogryed the additiimal gooil fortune of seizing the celehrmied
# grandard of the Persinn emyprice 5 whieh, from the original dines-
« gions mmd shupe of o blacksmith's apron, hud been, by this time,
* enlurged to the length of two and twenty feel, by sbout fifieen
# in breadih, exviched with jewels of grost value”

Marenrm’s Persim

Page 144, ling 13.] Malira) ia evidently the Sanserit Mahi R
or Grest King.

Page 314, Note, on Abw yahic.] When the Almighty haud de-
pepmimed on the crention . of Adum, the Mobammedins believe that
hé sent the angels Gubriel, Michacl, and lemfil, ome  Miler
anpther, to ferch for thut purpose seven hundfuls of carth from
different deptha, und of different colours (whenee somo accommt for
the various complexions of munkind) ; but the Earih: buing-uppre-
hensive of the consequenve, and desining them to represmt her
fears to God, thut the erenture lie designed to form would rebel
syrainst him mnd draw down bs imrse upon her, they returned
without pesforming God's command : whereupon he st Awrif]
om the same ermnd, who eveouted his eommission  without ro-
marse + for which ressom Gol appolnted that sngel o kepuote the
sonls from the bodies, and he i therefore calll the Angel of Death.
The Aruls als il him AW Yahii; aod the Peémiops, Mordid.
This tradition about Azrddl s borrowed from the Taluond.

D'Hennevaor.
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o PageddT. line 25.] The suppheant generally takes with him a

deawn oword ond o Rorin, to infimate to his superior, = I you
* wish to put e to death, I sm resigued 1o my fute, and offer you
“ i driwn sworl, to inflict dug punishment on me s bat if 'you
“ fleign to grant me merey, I swear, on this Korin, never more 1o
“ he nnflithinl.”

Pagte 243. Note on Jobredd and Bordi.]  This iz an ullusion to
the visit of Mohammed w0 the Seventh Heavens, under tlie puidunee
of the archangel Galiriel.  As to Alborik, Jelileddin, in his Com-
mentnries on the Kordn, thus riepnrh, from Mobammed’s own de-
clarstione.  “ P. 412, Marme. Aleor.—I came dding oo Alborik,
U an animal of & white colour, srester than on a8 and simaller than
“ n mnle, with cloven hoofe:  and ke bore me uutil I eame to the
“ Temple of Jermmlen, where 1 fistened him to the ring to which
“ the Prophets of ol festemed him.*

Othyer conmuntators tell us, thit when Albonik was bronght to
Mohummed, be shook hi= eurs yehemenily, and tred to oo away s
bue thar when Molnmmed said o bimg © Stumd still,” Alborik me-
phied, = What! am 1 sent here for his convenience 7 To which
Galrriel answered, ™ Most sssuredly.”  On'this, Alborik answered,
= T will not suffee bim 1o monny, antil be shall first intercede with
» God for me.”  Mobhammed, on this, interceded with God for him,
and mounted withoue further difficelty, “The author of the Muinj-sl-
Nubiuwat gives the following minute description of Borfik :—* Then
“ 1 bisheld an anioul standing, larger than on'ess, but less than &
“ mmle; the foce resembling that of 4 man, sod the ears thise of
& the elephont; bhis feet like the horse's, nond liiz neck like the
“ cmels s his brenst aa g nmde’s, and his el ke o camels; his
* legs, those of the ox, with cloven hoofic  On his thighs he had
* two wings : when these were erpunded, tliey inclidid butween
* them all from exst to west: and when he deew them in thew
* fitted (lose to his side.”

Tu Persias paintings, in oceprdance with popular belief, Borik
is represented with the body of a horse, a besutiful fémale face,
the heud sometimes crowned, s precions collar round the veek, aud

s pencock’s expandid tail,

Go
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