GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
. ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA

ARCHZAOLOGICAL
LIBRARY

| e .

ACCESSION No. |3365
CALL No._937- 06;/(7]‘ b

DeAn

(h]















S

THE
NOL ¢ ) :
HISTORY {f N
\ - V]
or THE __jy
g iARY
DECLINE AND FALL —
i - ar TRE
|

ROMAN EMPIRE.

s ‘“B?TEHM&HB&&BE&N:Euhf’i:

WITH A LIFE OF THE AUTHOK

WAITTEN Ful THIN EDiTivs,

927.06

(r r'r-:-

EDINBURGH :

RINTED FUR RELL AXD PNADTUTE, I'II’E;. NTLLy HLYCITER VR
ANT As STTRLINGy AND JOHN 0O01E.

1811

- -
#






EDWARD GIBBON, Esq
e

Tltl! great historian was horn at Putney, in the county
of Surrey, on the 27th April 1737, His paternal an-
: gome tﬂlﬁmﬂm His gmand-
ﬁlhr'r, Edwnrd, was first n : of customs,
and afterwands a direclor of the "u!.llh Sea Company.
In this Inst capacity, he lost the greatest part of his
fortune, and no small sharcjol his reputation, though
his grandson has endeavoured to justify him from the
severe charges brought agninst that body. He con-
trived to retrieve his fortune: but, displensed with his
son, who was nlso named Edward, on account of a
matrimoninl connection, be left him oaly a small share
of the estate. Edward, however, received a liberal
educalion, was twice member of Parlinment, and dis-
tinguished himsell by a persevering oppaosition to Sir
Robert Walpole. He was married to Judith Porten,
danghter of a cilizen of London, by whom he had six
sons und a daughter, all of whom died in their infancy
except the subject of thespresent memoir. His own
constitution was so extremely weak, that he was scarce-
Iy expected to reach the age of manhood ; nnd his fiue
ther, that the patronymic name of Edward might not
fail from the family, repeated it ot the bagfism of every
sucgessive son.  His infancy was nused in the most
tender manner by his aunt, Mrs. Catherine Porten,
a L




4 | LIFE OF .
whom he declares those o be indebled who wefe re.
joiced at his baving lived..

As soon a5 young Gibbon became capable of imbib-
ing the radiments of Imql'u_:‘g, he was placed under the
domestic tuition of a Mr, K , o learned and unfor-
tunate man, for whom, almost alone of his early in-
structors, he scems fo entertain respect and gratitude.
He received from him the rudiments of English and
Latin ; but poor Kirkhy, having one d;t;__unqutnntnly
forgol to mention King George in his prayer, the zen-
lous loyalty of old Gibbon prompted his immediate
Jismissal. Edward was then seot to the school of
Kingston upon Thames. Fere he made some progress
in Latin, though his studies were frequently inferrupted
by ill bealth, At the end of two years, however, hismo-
ther died ; and this circumstance, it does not exacily
appear how, occasioned his setar tu the parental roof,
Here hengain found himsell under the care of his aunf,
who now bestowed (he same care in the cultivation of
his mind, which she had formerly devoted fo the
strengthening of his constitution. Here he seems to
bave first imbibed that passion for study which con-
tinued ever after to be his ruling propensity. He in-
dulged in o course of desultory reading, as inclination
ot curiosity prompied. The following account, given
by himsclf, of his early studics, cannot fuil to be infer-
esiing. .
“ | should, perhaps, be nstonished, were it possible
to ascertain the due at which a favourite tale was en-
graved, by frequent sepetition, in my memory : the
Cavern of the Winds, the Palace of Felicity, and the
fatal moment, ot the end of three months or centurics,
when Pringe Adalphus is overfaken by Time, who had
worn out so many pair of wings in (he puruit. Be-
fore 1 left Kingston school, T was well nequainted with
Pope's Homer, and. d{ Ambian Nights Eutertain-
ments, two hooks “whic _will always please, by the
moying picture of buman manpers and specious mis
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racles: nor was I' then capable of discerning Ot

Pope’s trauslition is a portrait endowed wilh every

metit, exvept that of likeness to the original. The
verses: of Pope accustomed: my ear (o the sound ' of
poctic harmony, In the death of Hector, amd the
shipwreck of Ulysses, I fasted the new emotions. of
terror and: pity; and seriously disputed: with my
aunt on the vices and virtues of the heroes of the Tro-
jun war. ;From Pope's Homer to Dryden’s Virgil'
wasian - casy tramsition ; but I know not how, from'
some fault in: the author, the translator, or the
readlor, the' pious Enens did not so forcibly seize’
on my imagination; land I derived more pleusure- .
from Ovid’s Metamorphoses, especially: in the fall
of Pheton, and. the: speeches of Ajax and Ulysses.
; widekid fhe' dodi of ' tobos
rable library ; and I turned over many L‘Egﬁ’il‘rpugu
of poetry anil' romance, of history and travels:
‘Where a title attracted my eye; without fear or awe
snatched the volume from thé shelf, and Mrs: Porten,.
who indulged - berself in ' moml and religions speculas
lations, was more prone o encourage than 1o chegk
icuriosity above the' streagth of a boy' This year,
(1748) ‘ the twelith of my age, 1'shall note as the most
Propitious to the growth of my intellectual stature.”
Another change took place in the state of th family
by. the bankruptey of bis grandiather, who absconded
inconsequence: His suntilien, with a -
resolved ‘not to be dependent, on the bounty of her
fritnds.  Sho submitted to the humble employment of
keeping a hoarding house for Westminster school, and
thus earned a competence foe ber old mge.  This cirs
cumstance Jed to the plan ‘of ‘sending Edlward to that
Semimary.  His attendunce; however, was interrupted
by:frequent intervals of il health, and Lis:disorder ag
length beeame so- violent, that it was. mecesaIry o/ red
move him from: school, .and send him to Bath, Ko
tWo yeam succeoding, his scholastic fnsfruction wa
a3
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yery and even, in a great measure, negleot-
ed, His real education was carried oo af home, where
ke still continued his course of desultory studies. He
resumes his account of them in the following terms :

« The curiosity which had been implanted in my in-
fant mind, wasstillalive and active ; butmy reason was
not sufficiently informed to understand the value, of to
Inment the loss, of three precious years, from my en=
trance at Westminister to my admission at Oxford.
Tnstead of repining at my long and frequent confine«
ment fo the chamber or the couch, 1secretly rejoiced in
{hose infirmities, which delivered me from the exercises

_of the sehool, and the society of my equals. Asoftenas]

was tolerably exempt from danger and pain, reading, free
desultory eading, was the employment and comfort of
niy solitary hours. At Wegtaiiuster sy auntsouglt only
(o wasuse-amtEdGIZe me 5 in miy stations at Bath and
Winchester, at Buriton and Patney, a false compassiop
respecled my sufferings ; and I was allowed, without
controul or advice, to gratify the wanderings of an un-
ripe taste. My indiscriminate appetite subsided by
degrees in the historic line ; and since philosophy has
exploded all invate ideas and natural propensities, 1

must ascribe this choice to the asiduous perusal of the
Universal History, as the octavo volumes successively
appeared.  This unequal work, and  a treatise ol
Hearue, the Ductus Historicus, veferred and jutro-

'_dgnd_metnthnﬂmtk and Roman historinns ; lo as

A

" many at least ns were ageessible (o an English reader.

All that I could find were greedily devoured, from Lit-
tlebury's lame Herodotus, and Spelman'’s valuable Xe-
nophon, fo the pompous folios of Gordon's Tacitus,
and a ragged Progopiusof the beginning of the last cen-
tury. The cheap acquisition of so much knowledge
confirmed my dislike to e study of languages ; and 1
argued with Mrs. Porlen, that, were | master of
(ireck and Latin, I must interpret to mysell in Eng-
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lish the thoughts of the originnl, and that such extem™
porary versions muost be inferior to the elaborate trans-
lations of professed scholars ; a silly sophism, which
could not ensily be confuted by a person ignorant of
any other langunze than her own. From the ancignt
I leaped to the modern world ; many crude lumps of
Speed, Rapin, Mezeray, Daviln, Muchiavel, Father
Paul, Bower, &c. I devoured like so many novels;
and I swailowed with the same voracious appetite the
descriptions of India and China, of Mexico aml Peru.
* My fisst introduction to the historic scenes, which
have since engaired so many yeass of my fife, must be
aseribed to on accident. In the summer of 1751, 1
accompanied my father on a visit to Mr. Hurdl, in
Wilishire; but I was dedl;hmdwkh the beauties

of Ww Ahe Library o
common book, the Conlinuation o %ﬂ'ﬂ?}m

History, which is indeed executed with more skill and
taste than the previous work. To me the reigns of the
siccessors of Constantine were absolutely new ; and 1
was immersed in the passage of the Goths over I'.ht Da-
nube, when the summouns of the dinner-bell reluclantly .
dragged me from my intellectual feast.  This transieat
glance served rather o frrilate than o appeass my cu-
viosity ; and as soon as 1 retarned to Bath, 1 procured
the seeond and third volimes of Howel's History of the
‘Woarld, which exhibited the Byzantine period on a
Largr scale.  Mahomet and hisSamcens soon fixed my
altention ; and some instinct of criticism  directed me
to the gentine sources, Simon Ockley, an original in
byery sense, first opencd my eyes ; and 1 was led from
one book to another, il 1 had ranged roumd the circle
of Oriental history.  Before 1 was sixleen, I bad ex-
hausted all that could be leamed in English of the
Ambs and Persiane, the Tariars and Tarks ; and (he
same ardour urged me to guess at the Feenth of d'Her-
belot, and Lo construe the barbarous Latin of Pocock's
Abulfaragivs. Such vague and mﬂuﬁﬂmﬂlﬁu
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conld nol feach me to think, fo wrile, or 4o act ; and
ﬁ - oo et sl wond e b
chaos, was an early and rational application
hthmﬂurnt’um:udpllm The maps of Cellarins
Wells imprinted in my mind the picture of an-
t geography ; from Stmochius I imbibed Abe ele-
aments of chronology 5 the Tables of Helvicus and An-
demon, the Annals of Usher and Prideaux, distinguish-
od the congeglion of evenls, and engraved the mull-
tude of names and dates ie o clear and indolible series.
But, in the discussion of the first ages, 1 overleaped
ibe bounds of modesty and use. dn ‘my childish ba-
lance I presumed to weigh the syslems of Scaliger and
Pelavius, of Marshnm and Newion, which I could sel-
dom study io the originals ; ond my sleep has been
dmuﬂmd by the difficaliy of recongiling the scptungind
1 armivéd ot Oxford
o stock of ﬁﬂ-uﬁgh{ have puzzled s
doctor, and a degree of ignorance of which a school-

boy wounld have been ashamed."
To his residence at Oxford Mr. Gibbon looks bagk
. with no satisfaction. -Instead of improving by the op-
porinnities there afforded, he seems even to have lost
that taste for realing which be had previously acquired.
He fell into habits of idleness and dissipation, freguent-
ly absented bimself, and settled to no plan of study,
In short, be declares the fourteen months which he
pent in Mugdalen College (o be the most idle and un-
2 of his whole life. Unwilling to take upon
himself the whole blame of this lost perind, he endea-
vours to throw it partly upon the institutions of the uni-
wersity. No controul or superintendence, he says,
were exercised over him : e was allowed (o atiend or
not as inclination prompted. * During the first weeks,”
-u;nhu * 1 constantly attended these lessons in my tu-
m-m.“nﬂuqumugd:mulnfpnﬁt
and pleasure, 1 was once templed to lry the experiment
of a formal bpology. The apology was accepted with




EDWASD CINBON, Esa. Ry

u.smile. I'repéated the offence with less ceremony
the excuse was admitted with the same indulgence :
the slighfest motive of laziness or indisposition, Ui
moet triffing avocation at home or abroad, was allowed
as a worthy impediment ; nor did my tolor appear
conscious of my nhﬁunrmg‘iml Had the hour of lec-
“ture been constantly filled, a single hour was a small
poition of my academic Imsurr No plan of study was
Innmnrnmdnd for my use; no cxercises were prescrib-

ed for his inspection ; luu! at the most precious sea-
mnul’yumh whole dujum& weeks were suffered (o
clapse, without labour or amusement, without adice o

account.”

About this tim me, however, his tion strength-

excd, without o i d iy

Al the md ul fnurim:n mmihs, a ol Tee
him to aprnd two months at kis father's hmue in Hnmp-
shiire. Itis remarkable, that the moment be arrived
there his taste for books began to revive. He now wrole
. his first com position, marked by that taste for research
and exotic history, which strongly predominated in
I:h mind. Tt was entifled  The Age of Sesostris ;"
and the object was (o prove that monarch to have been
eontemporary with Solomon,

On Gibbon's return to college, he entered npm l‘.'hn
same tound of dissipation uh:ﬁ:re He m mz
winter, a visit to Bath, mamsmmm]
shire; and four to London. He still humcr,
his old huufntrm:handmtmmug, but it took
a most singular direction. By reading the works of
Roman Catholic divines, he became a convert to that
religion. Ttummhdﬂnuudwm!,humh

~which completed his conversion. His mo{uﬁon WIS
- completely made up from books, before he saw or con-

d with any priest of that pnmmmn He wus
then, however, introducal to one in London, in 'IIHE
prestrice be sol emnly abjured the emmors of heresy,  He
then wrole an elaborate lelter to his father, announcing

i1,
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m:lEHﬁng tifying this extraocdinary step. His father, w
the first paroxysm of anger, published what would have
been more wisely congealed, and the gates of the uni-
versity were shut against (he young apostale.

It became now a very seriods corsideration for old
Gibbon, in what manner this extraordinary malady
might be banished from the mind of his son. Afler
much deliberation, it was determined to send him o
reside for some years at Lausanne, in Switeerland.
Thither he was accordingly dispatched, and lodged in
the house of M. Pavilliard, a calvinist minister. He
has described in a lively manner his feelings on first ar-
riving in this exile.

“ When 1 was thos suddenly cast on a farcign land,
I fond myself depeived of the uwse of specch and of
hearing ; and, during some weeks, incapalle not only
of enjoying the pleas | canversilion, but even of

course of life. o a home-bred Englishman every ob-
Ject, every custom was offensive ; bt the nntive of any

country might have been disgusted with the general
aspect of his lodging and enlertainment. 1 bad now

exchanged my elegant apartment in Magdalen College,
for & narrow gloomy street, the most unfrequented of
an unhandsome town, for an old inconvenient house,
and for a small chamber, ill contrived, and ill furnish-
ed, which, on the approach of winter, instead of a
companionable fire, must be warmed by the dull in-
visible heat of a stove.  From a man, 1 was again de-
graded to the dependence of a schoolboy. M. Pavil-
liard managed my expences, which had been reduced
to a diminutive state. I received a small maonthly al-
lowanee for my pocket-money ; and helpless and awk-
ward as I have ever been, I'no longer enjoyed the in-
dispensible comfort of a servant, My condition seem-
ed as destitute of hope, asit was devoid of pleasure.
I was separated* for an indefinite, which appeared
an iufinite, term from my native country ; and I had
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lost all connection with my cathetic friends. I have
since reflected with surpuise, that as the Romish clergy
of every part of Egrope maintain a close correspond-
ence with each other, they never attempted, by letters
or messages, to rescue me from the hands of the here-
tics, or at least to rm my #eal and constancy in
the profession of the fith. Such was my first intro-
duction to Lavsanne ; a place where 1 spent nearly five
years with pleasure and profit, which afterwands re-
visited without compulsion, and which T have finally
selected ns the most grateful refreat for the decling of
my life."

He soon, however, became reconciled to his sitna-
tion, and derived great benefits from the residence of
Lausanne,  He here entored upon a course of intense
Endy. ., ....'____.-__.._;‘1,_ --L'\“__-';' - x1m

meniators. He ncguired also some acgmaintance,
though not very extevsive, with Grecian liternture,
Grotius, {Puflendorf, Locke, Crousaz, and Pascal, en-
tered also into his round of study. He opencd a cor-
respondence with Crevier, the successor of Rollin, pro-
fessor Breitinger of Zurich, and Matthew Gesner of
Gottingen.  He made also a journey through Switzer-
land. At this time too he became acquainted with
Mademoiselle Curchod ; but the nature of their connec-
tion will best be related in his own words, though some-
what more pompous than the subject requires,
1 hesitate, from the apprehension of ridicule, when
I approach the delicate subject of my carly love. By
this word I do not mean the polite attention, the gal-
lantry, without hope or desigu, which has originated in
the spirit of chivalry, and is interwoven with the tex-
ture of French manners. I understand by this passion,
the union of desire, (riendship, and tenderness, which is
inflamed by a single female, which prefers et to the
rest @fber sex, and which seeks her possession as the
supreme or the sole happioess of our being. . T need not
blush af recollecting the objeot of my choice; and
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o my love was disappointed of success, Tam ra-
E?mi;ﬂﬁﬂ whs angubdmp-ble' of feeling such
pire and exalled sentiment.  The personal attractions
‘of Madémoiselle Curchod were embellished by the vir-
‘tuies arid taleiits of the mind,  Her fortime was humble,
but her family was respectable.  Her mother, a native
of France, hail goeferred ber religion to her country.
The professionpf ber father did dot extinguish the mo-
deration und philosaphy of his temper, and he lived
content with a small salary and laborious duty, in the
“obscure lot of wiinisier of Crassy, in the mountains that
sepamite the Pays de Vaud from the county of Burgun-
@y. Initlie sofitude of & seqquesiersd village, he be-
sowed a liberal, and even learned, elucation on his
only davghter.  She surpassed lis hopes by her profi-
clency in the sciénces and languag gl in drer shorl vi-
e eI Latsanne, thewit, the besuty, an
erudition of Mademoiselle Curchod were the theme of
universal applause. The report of such a prodigy awak-
ened my curiosity ; Isaw and loved. Ifound ber learned
without pedantry, lively in conversation, pure in senti-
ment, and elegant in manners ; and the first sudden ema-
tion was fortified by the babits and knowledge of u mare
familiar acquainiance. She permitted me to make her
two or three visits at her father's house. T passed some
happy days there in the mountains of Burgundy, and
her parents hanourably encouraged (he connection.
An a calm retirement the gny vanity of youth no long-
er fluttéred in her bosom : she listened to the voice of
imw and T might presume to hope that
1 bad some impression on n virtnous hearf. At
Crassy and Lausanne 1 indulged my dream of felicity ;
but, on my relurn fo England, 1 soon discoversd that
my fther would not hear of this strange alliance, and
- that without bis consent I was mysell destitute dnd
helpless.  Affer a poinful struggle, 1 yicldad (o my
fttee ; 1 sighed as a lover, [ obeyed as a son ; my wounil
Was instosibly Lealed by time, absence, and the habits
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of a now life. My cure was necelerated by a 'faithfil
report of the tranquillity anil cheerfulness of the Indy
herself, and my love subsided in friendship and esteem.
Theminister of Crossy soon afterwards died ; his stipend
died with him ; his tlhoghter refired 1o Geneva, where,
by teaching young Indies, she enmed n hard subsist-
ence for hevself and ber mother 3 but in her lowest dis=
tress she maintained a spotless reputation, nnd a digni-
fied behaviour, A vich banker of Paris, a citizen of
Geneva, bad the good fortune and good sense to dis-
cover and possess thig inestimable treasure ; and in the
eapital of taste and luxury she resisted the temptations
of wealth, as she bad sustained the hardships of indi-
gence. 'Tlmgmm af her husbiend has exalted him to

the nﬂm station in .Hqu. ln.‘tr'wq’

the bosom of a fuithfil rnunﬂ. andd Ntert ﬂﬁ--
cliod is now the wife of M. Necker, the mumlrr, und
perhaps the legislator, of the French monarchy.”

In the course of this residence at Lansanne, Gibbon _
was converted again to the religion of lis parents. On
christmas 1754, afier, ashe states, a full convietion, he
seceived the sacrament in the church of I.ﬂmnl:,
His father, hearing of his conversion, progress in learn-
ing, and propricty of conduet, delermined lo recall
him ; a summons which be obeyed, thongh not appar-
mll_'f without some reluciance, so completely, during his
absence, bad his habits become these of a foreigner.
His fisther had married agnin during his abwence ; and
Gibbon seems to have come over with considerable pre-
judices agninst bis stepmother.  These, however, were
soon dissipated by mequaintance ; and they even be-
came inlimate (riends,  His residence was now divided
‘between the town and the country ; and we shall de-
seribe, in his own words, the muanner in which he
spent his time in both.  First, of his tewn life he says =

“ The metropolis affords mnny amusements, which
areopen to nll.  Itis itsell an astonishing and perpe-
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nul speetache to the enrious eye : and each tasle, eack
sense may be gratified by the variety of objects which
will occur in the long cirouit of & morning walk. T
assiduously frequenied the theatres at a very propis
tious ern of the stage, when a constellation of excellent
actors, both in irgedy and comedy, was eclipsed by
the meridian brightness of Garrick, in the maturity of
his judgment, and vigour of his performance. The
pleasures of a town life are within the reach of every
man who s regardless of bis health, his money, and
his company, By the contagion of example I was
sometimes seduced ; but the better habits, which I had
formed at Lausanne, induced me to seck a more ele-
gant and mtional society ; and if my search was less
ensy and success{ul than I might have hoped, I shall
al present impute the filure to the disadyvantages of
my situation meter.  Had the rauk and for-
tune ol rents given them an annunl estublishe
ment in London, their own house would have intro-
duced me to a numerous and polite eircle of acquaint-
ance.  But my fatlier’s taste lind always preferred the
highest and.the lowest coapany, for which he was
equally qualified ; and, after a twelve years rotirement,
he was uo longer in the memory of the great with whom
lie had associated. I found mysell o stranger in the
midst of a vast and unknown city ; and at my entrance
1to tife I was reduced to some dull fumily parties, and
some scaticred connections, which were not such as [
should have chosen for myscll.] The most useful friends
of my father were the Mallets : they received me with ci-
vility and kindness, at first an his nccount, and after.
wards oo my own ; and (if 1 may use Lord Chester~
lield’s words) 1 was soon domesticated in (heir house.
Mr. Mallet, @ name among the Eoglish poets, is praised
by an unforgiving enemy for the ense and elegance of
bis conversation, and his wife was not destitute of wit
o learning. Ry his asistance 1 was introduced to
Lady Hervey, the mother of the present Farl of Bristol.
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Her age and infirmities confined ber at home ; herdin-
ners were seleet ; in the evening ber lionse was open o
the best company of both sexes and all nations; nor
was 1 displensed at her preferenceand aifectation of the
manners, the language, and (he literature of France.
Hut my progress in the English world was in gencral
left to my own efforts, and those efforts were languid
anid slow. I had not been endowed by ant or nature
with these happy gifls of confidence and address which
unlock every door and every bosom ; nor would it be rea-
sonable to complain of the jost consequences of my sick-
Iy childhood, foreign education, and reserved temper.
While coaches were rattling through Bond Street, T have
plmdmynnlﬂnqmgmmyhdgmg withmy
_ Hr-ﬂh:lh o md.inniﬂmupled by a

apprunnh of spring 1 wnhdnaw withor

from the noisy and extensive seene of crowds mﬂ:mt
company, and dissipation without pleasure, In each
of the twenty-five years of my sequaintance with Lon-
don {1?55-1133} the prospect gradually brightened ;
and this unfayourable picture most properly belongs to
the first period after my return from Switzerland,”

His country life seems to have been little more fo his
insle:

“ As my stay at Burilon was always voluntary, I
was received and dismissed with smiles ; but (he coms
forts of my retirement did not depend on the ordinary
pleasures of the country. My father coulil never in-
spire me with his love and knowledge of farming. I
uever handled a gun, I seldom mounted an horse; and
my pllﬂmuphmnlhm'umnlmmmtuihynﬂ:dy
bench, where I was long detained by the sedentary
amusement of reading or meditation. At home I occu-
pied a pleasant and spacious apartment ; the library on
the smme flbor was soon considered as my peouliar do-
main ; and I might say with trath, that T was never
less alone than when by myself. My sole complaint
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which I piously suppressed, arose (rom the kind re-
straint imposed ;u:upm freedom of my time. By the
habit of early rising I always secured a sacred portion
of the day, and many scatiered moments were stolen
and employed by my studious industry. Bat the fa-
mily hours of breakfast, of dinner, of tea, and Iﬂf-‘l‘llp-
per, were regular and Jong @ afier breakfast Mrs. Gib-
bion expected my compuny in her dressing-room 3 af-
Ler tea my father cluimed my conversation and the pe-
vusal of the newspapers; and in the midst of an inte--
resting work I was fofien called down  to receive the
visit of some idle neighbours, Their dinners and vie
vilts required in duo scason o similar retom, and I
dreaded the period of the full moon, which was nsually .
reserved for onr more distant excursions. 1. conld not
refuse attending my father, in the summer of 1759, to the
roces at Stockbridge, Reading, und Odiam, where he
bLiad entered a horse for the huoter's plate ; and 1 was:
not displensed with the sight of our Olympic games,,
the beauty of the spot, the fleetness of the horses, and.
the gay tumult of the numerous spectators.” . ;
During (his period, however, he wrote his * Easaj .
sur I'Etude de Ia Litteratore,” which was received witly
great applause in France, and neglected in. En
pethaps chiefly from the stody of the French laugunge:
being then less common, He never wonld suffer this
work {o be reprinted ; and, thongh originally publish--
ed at thiee shillings, it aflerwonls, as his fame advanced,
was frequenily soll for a guinea or thirty shillings. ;
Mr. Giblion now entered on a mode of life uncongenial.
o all kis furmer habits. A regiment of Humpshire mi-
litia being mised, be was persunded to nceept. the office.
of caplain. Althaugh the time spent on. this service
was far from agrecable, be admils it.to have been uisee.
ful 1o him in several vespects, The habits,” says be,
* of & sedentary life were asefully broken by the duties: l
of an nctive profession : in the healthfulexercise of the:
ficld, T hunted with a hﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ;f instead. of a pack;
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and at that time 1, was ready, atany hout of the day or
night, 4 fly fiom quarters to London, from Londan to
quarters, on the slighlest call {of private or regiments
al bysingss.  But rmy principal obligation to the mili-
tin, was the making me an_Englishman and & soldier,
Afier my foreign education, with my reseryed temper,
I should long have continued o stranger in my native
country, had I not been shaken in this various scene of
new faces and new frionds; bad not_expetience forced
me to feel the characlers of our leading men, the state
of parties, the forms of_office, and the operation of our
civil and _military system. In this peaceful service, ¥
imbibed the rudiments of the langunge, and stience of
tactics, which openasl a new ficld of study and obser-
vation. Idiligently read and meditated, the Memoires
Militaires of Quintus Teilins () Ir. Guichard(), the anly
Tilet O s i [Tt proies=ol M..
welernn.  The discipling and evolutions of a modern
battalion gave me a clearer nolion of the phalanx and
the legion ; and the caplain of the Hampshire grenne
diers, the reader may smile, has not been useless to the
istorian of the Roman empire.” _
~ Afier spending in this manner two years and a half,
be weol to make the tour of Furope. He began by
- spending three months and a half at Paris ; anda much.
longer lime, he conceives, might bave been agreeably
ﬂﬁr The account which he gives, in letters to Mis,
Gibbon and his fatber, n!’ihami:li:uﬂhttjiﬂ,-
though shoit, will be found interesting. To M. Gib-
bon he says: :

“ Paris, in mpst respects, has fully answered my ex-
peciations. 1have a number ol very good acquaintance,
which increase every day ; for nothing is soeasy s the,
ing them here,  Instead of complaining of the want
m, I begin already to think of making a chaice.
anday, for instance, 1 have only three invita- g
tions to dinner.  Either in the houses youl are already
sequainiad, yon meet, with pesple who ask you to come
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and see them, or some of your friends offet vea
10 introduce you.  When I speak of these =

" f mean chiefly for dinner and the evening. Suppers
as yet [ am pretty much a stranger to, and I fancy
ghall continpe so; for Paris is divided intotwo species,
who have but litfle communication with each other. The
one, who is chiefly connected with Uhe men of letters,
dline very much at home, are glad to see their friends,
and pass the evenings till about nine in agreenble and
rational conversation. The others are the most fashion.
able, sup in numerous parties, and always play, or ras
ther game, both before and after supper. Youn may
easily gaess which sort suits me best. Indesd, madam,
we may say what we please of the frivolity of the
French, but T do assure you, that ina fortnight passed
at Pars, T have beard mnreﬁ?r-r@ﬁnn fnr:‘:nmmm-_
of fashion, than 1 had done in two or three whmpmpil;:
TLondon. Amongst my acquaintance, I cannot help -
mentioning M. Helyetivs, the author of the [amons
book de ' Esprit. 1 met him at dinner at Madame
Geoflrin’s, where he took greal notice of me, mode mea
yisit next day, has ever since treated me, not in a po-
lite but in a friendly manner. Besides being a sensible
man, an agreeable companion, and the worthiest crea-
ture in the world, he has a very pretly wife, an hun-
Jred thousand livies a year, and one of the best tables
in Paris.”
~ To his father be adds:

& T have now passed ncarly 8 month in this place,
and I can say with truth, that it has answered my most
sanguine expectations. The buildings of every kind,
the libraries, the public diversions, tnke upa great part

-of my time 3 and I have already found several houses

where it is both very easy and very agreeable to be ac-

quainted. Lady Harvey’s recommendation to Madam

Geoffrin wns & most excellent one. Her house is a very

good one; regular dinners there every Wednesduy,
1
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and the best company of Paris, in men of letters and
| people of fashion. It was at her house [ connecled
| myself with M. Helvetivs, who, from his heart his
bead, and his fortune, is a most valuable man,

s Mhnhmm[w introduged to the Bnmuh: 0l
l:nnll,'nhu is o man of and fortune, and has two
dinners every weck. Thap.:u?hﬂhm T am known in

| are the Duchess d'Aiguillon’s, Madame In Comtesse
de Froulay's, Madume du Bocage, Madame Boyer,
M. le Marquis de Mimbeat, and M. do Fo

All these people bave their dilferent merit ; [nmuI
meet with good dinners ; in others, socicties for the
evening ; and in all, good sense, enlerininment, and
civility, whn.h,lllhtmnpfnmnhui or business

- il ¥
-n:q Hlﬂe necessary. "Ir‘Iy bunk hnd bcen nf gﬁ::\!. scr-
i“ wice Lo me, and the compliments 1 bave received upon
it make me insufiernbly vain, i 1 lnid mflhm
‘.' B _' m., When I take notice of the civilities 1 bave
. TR dl, 1 must take notice too of what I have seenof
A contrary behaviour. You know liow much T al
- ways built upon the Count de Caylus : Le Lias not been
of the least use to me.  With great difficulty I have
mhhn.umlthut is all, Idnnd,m,ﬁgﬁmg
his behaviour fo pride, or dislike fo me, but solely to the
m‘iguuuni characler, which scems (o be a very adil

Aﬂutpﬂuﬁng some time al Lansanne, he made the
tour of Maly, with high gralification, though |y has
\&iven o very succinct nolice of it. The view of Rome
and its illustrious monuments kindled an entlusinsm in
Iﬁnhhcmldmnfn : “Mllu:dulmul’
y-five years,” salys be, T can neithér forget nor
s the strong emolions which pgitated my mind

? pproached and entered e eternal
ﬁﬂnr m-lul night, 1 lrmkr with a lofly
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we present 1o my cye. and soveral days of intoxicas
tion mlﬂWMIhmH sescend i cool
anil qiluﬂ.'r hﬂbﬂﬂmﬂ Adigr spending six weeks
m .!fa—plny he then retisened G bis ative country, od
to his Wu{ lite.  ‘Fhe five yems which now
ﬁlluuﬂ.l wetvy ws be stites, possed with the least enjoy-
meut, and dmembered with the loast satistaction, of
ang of his life. e wils_agai dmm! to the nuise,
tuchmlence, and oy of a milifary hife, which alloweld
Riin .ml! I iw coasimme] imrmﬁl of stuily. He had
prver mule choice of any, profission, bt id declined
that of the ow, which M, Gibboo propessd.  He felt
now the want of mdependdent income, and professional
impurtance.  His fortune could only he |mnnwll by
Ifn*ulmlh of lji wlh

sions into the fickds of litentnre, - He entered iato 8.
cotitroversy with Warbuariou, which he earried on ﬂ
equal learming and werimony, e conjunction with AL
Deyverdun, an intimate friemt; whow e had formed
ot Lawsanne, be windertook a journal, entitled % Mes
muires Latter it e la Grande Bretogne,” which; how=
ever, met with litthe success, He had pow decidediy
l‘.utpﬂl his ambition to the production. of a historical
liad fir many years been rovolving varons
ﬁ The expelition of Chaves VIIL
of France into the crusade of Richard I; the
wars of the burous wgainst John and Heory 11 of Eng-
Ined 5 the history of E'warl the Black Prince: the
lisis, with comparisots, of Henry ¥, with the empe-
vor Litus ; the lite of Sie i’hlﬁq;'ﬂmy thut of the
Mmqlhd' M&nﬂllﬂ&w Sir Walter Ruleigh, were
succmively planned amd rejected,  The history of the
revolutions of Swits tdand took deeper po-session of his
mind. He cutered into a long course of research an

prehension of b hﬂngluﬂ enﬂml;dm:
lnula. HI'.' muul Ieisure, bowever, for varipas exeufs.

4
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the subject, and even wrote the first ook, which, by
a singular choice, be composed in the French language.
It wus disapproved of, however, by a literary society of
foreigners in London, to whom be vead it ; and though
Hume approved, it was coldly, and with an exeeption
{o the langunge in which it was writiew,  He therefore
abandoned this design, and finally fixed wpon his
grand scheme of illustrating the Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire.

In 1770, his father died.  Gibban appears o bave
been a-dutiful son, and to hiave sincercly lamented this
event, though it bestowed on him independence and
an incrense of fortune. He began immediately to re-
lense himeelf from all the fotters which had detained

i Ttk '
4 St e e

inlro » } . ver it aequine
cournge (o open his lips. He devoted himself almost
whiolly to the composition of his history, which pro-
coeded with mpid steps. The following is his own
account of the wide range of prepamtory study (o
which he submilted :

* The classics; as law as Tucitus, the younger Pliny,
mud Juvenul were my ol and familiar companions. |
insensibly planged into the ocean of the Augustan His-
tory s ‘and in the descendinig series 1 investigat M
my. always in my hand, the original record, |
ﬁmﬁn and Latin, from Dion Cpssivs fo Ammianus
Marcellinas, from the reign of Trjan {0 the last age
af the Western Cresars, TE';E subsiciary rays of medals
and inscriptions, of geography nnd chronalagy, were
thrown on thcit proper objects ; and 1 applicd the cols
lections of Tillemont, whose inimitable accuracy al-
st ussumes the charcter of gining, to fix aml arrange
within my reach the looke nnd scatfered atots of his
torical fiformation.  Through the durknes of the

mltkﬂ?‘gfuﬁwd my way In the nnnals and ae-
tiquities of Traly of the Immul{ﬂmlﬂn, Iﬂd‘%'
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ly compared fhem with the parallel or transverse lines of
Sigonins and Maffei, Baronius and Pagi, till I almost
grasped the ruins of Rome in the fourteenth century,
without suspecting that this final chapter must be at-
tnined hy the laboor of six quarfos and (wenly years.
Among the books which I purchased, the Theodocian
Coxle, with the commentary of James Godefroy, must
be gratefully nemembered. 1 nsed it (and mueh I
used it) us & work of history, rather than of jurispru-
dence; bat in every light it may be considersd ns o
full and capacions repasitory of the political state af
the empire in the fonrth and Gith centuries.  As 1 be-
lieved, and as T still believe, that the propagation of
the gospel, and the trivmph of the church, are inse-
parably connected with the décline of the Roman ma-
narchy, 1 weighed the eanses and effects of the revalus
tion, an shech themirralives and apologies of the
: ns themselves, with the glces of candonr o
enmity which the pagans. hinve cast on the rising sects.
Ihe Jewish and heathen testimonies, as they nre col-
Tected and illustrated by Dre. Lardner, direcied, with-
out superseding, my search of the originils; and in an
ample dissertation on the mimculous dirkness of the
passion, I privately drew my conclusions from the si-
Jence of an unbelieving age. I have assembled the pre-
paratory studies, directly or indirectly relative to my
history ; but, in strict equily, they must be sprend  be-
yoni this period of my life, over the two summers
1771 and 1772) that elapsed between my father's death
and my settlement in London,”

At length, in February 1776, this great work was
presenied to the public. Kt was rﬁ.uﬂh_“ en-
thusissm of admiration; three edi rapidly suc-
coedled, searcely satisfied the curiosity of the public :
the book, s he expresses it, was on every table, and
almost on every toilette.. The following letters from his
great contemporaries must have gratified bim still mote
highly. ‘The first we shall give is from Hume.
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“ As T mn throogh your volume of history with
great avidity and impatience, T ennnot forbear disco-
vering somewhat of the same impatience in returning
you thanks for your ngreenble present, and expressing
the satisfaction which the performance has given me.
Whether I consider the dignity of your style, the depth
of your matler, or the extensiveness of your learning,
1 must regard the work as equally the object of esteem ;
and T own, that if I had not previously had the happi-
ness of your personal acquaintance, such a performance
from an Euglishiian in our age would bave given me
some surprise. Y ou may smile at this sentiment 3 but
as il seems to me that your countrymen, for almost a
whale generation, have given themselves up to barbar-

potion ever to come from them. T KONt will Tive
you pleasure (as it did me) to find that all mien of let-
ters in this place, coneut in their admiration of your
work, and in their auxious desire of your continuing
h.'l'l

The next from Dr. Robertson to Mr. Strachan.

* Since my last, Thave read Mr. Gibbon's history
with much attention, and great pleasure. 1t is a work
of very high merit indeed.  He possesses - that industry
of vesearch, without which no man deserves the name
of an bistorian.  His narrative is perspicuous dnd in-
feresting ; his style is elogant and forcible, though in
some passages 1 think rather too laboured, and in
others too quaint.  But these defects are amply conts
pensated by the beauly of the general Hlow of language,
wnd a very peculiar liappiness in many of his exjres-
sions. 1 have traced him in many of his quotations
(for experience has taught me to suspect the accuracy
of my brother peamen), and T find he refers 16 no pase
sage but what he bas seen with his own eyes. | hope
the book will be ns successful as it deserves to bes 1
Lave nob yet vead the two Jast chaplers, but adysosry.

ba



what T have beard of them, thal he hns takei
el @ tone in them as will give great offence, and bust
the sale of the book." :
" The last from Mer. Ferguson 1o Mr: Gibbon himself.
&6 ] received, about eight days ago, alter I had been
reading vour histary, the copy which you have been
&0 good as to send me, and for which I now tronble
you with my thanks. But even if I had not been thaus
called spon to offer you my respects; I coold not have
yefrained from congratulating you on the merit, nnd
undoubled success, of this valuable performance. The
persons of this place whose judgment you will value
most, agre: in opinion, that you have made agreat
addition to the classical liternture of Englond, and
given us what Thueydides proposed leaving with his
own countrymen, a possession in perpetuity. Mon of
e ety
pleasure 1 tell you, that althongh you wmust have ob-
served in me every mark of considemtion and regard,
that this is; nevertheless, the onse, I receive your
instruction, and siudy your model; with great des
ference, and join with every one else, in applasdiog
the extent of your plan, in bands so well able tp exe-
cule it.  Bome of your readers, I find, were impationt
to get at the fifieenth chapter, and began at that place.
1 bave not beand much of their enticism, bat am tol!
that many doubt of your orthodoxy. [ wish to be al-
ways on the churitable side, while I own you have
proved that the cleasest. stream may become foul when
it comes to ron over the muddy bottom of humnn ua-
ture. 1 have nol stayed to make any particular re-
marks, 1f any should occur on (he second reading, 1
shall not fail to lay in my claim to a more needed, and
more usesul admanition from you, i case 1 ever pro.
duce any thing.that merits your attention.”
Gibbon, however, wassoon assailed in & different
manner.  His work bore strongly the stamp of scepti-

R, W S e
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cal opinions, which he had usfurionately imbibed,
thoush at whnt period of his lie does not jrecsely ap-
peare  This rousad the povs of o oaliitede of adver-
saries, many doubtless prompted by the best motives,
though the intemperance of some did little hovour to
the cause which they defeoded.  The fllowing senti-
ments of Mr, Gibbon, anil his esimate of the mevit of
his npponents, is curious rom the misture of cindoor
andl irritability wiich o exhibits.

 Hail I believed that thee majority of English readers
wiere so fondly attached even o the nume and shadow
of christianity ; bad | foreseen tha the piows, the tioid,
and the prudent, would feel, or affect to feel, with
mmﬁumﬂu&:ﬁi.w&m.mm.

shot, the n]m'mwumm* 1 onl
joice, that il the voice of our pricsts was c:lnmurmusund
bitter, their hands were disormed from the powers of
pessecution. 1 aulhensl to the wise resolution of truste
ing myself and my writings to the candour of the pub.
ic, till Mr. Davies of Oxford presumed to attack, not
the faith, but the fidelity, of the historian. - My vindi-
cation, expressive of less anger than comtempt, amused
for a moment the busy amd - idle metropolis ; and the
most rational part of lhhﬂ,ﬂmdm,,
appear to have been satisfied of my innocence an
cumey. 1would nol print this vindication in qo

lest it wonld be bowml and. peeserved with lhthm-q
itself.  Ad the distunce of twelve years, I calmly adirm
my judgment of Duwies, Chelsum, &c. A viclory over
such antagonists was a sufficient humiliation. . They,
however, were rewarded in 1his world,  Poor Chelsum.
was indesd neglected ; and I dare net beast the mak-
ing Dr. Watson a bishop ; be is a prelate of a large
mind and liberal spirit; but T enjoyed the pleasure of
giving a royal pension (o Mr Davies, and of cullating
Dr. Apthorpe o an rchipiscopal hving.  Thes s

&
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e cncoumged the zeal of Taylor the Arian,®* and
Milner the methodist,t with maoy others, whom it
would be difficolt lo remember, and tedious to rehearse.
The list of my adversaries, however, was graced with
the more vespectable names of Dr. Priestley, Sir Dayid
Dalrymple, and Dr. White ; and every polemic, of
cither universily, discharged his scrmon or pamphlet
against the impeustrable silence of (he Homan histo-
rinn, In his IHstory of the Corruptions of Christi-
anity, Dr. Priestley thiow down his two ganntlels to
Bishop Hurd and Me Gilbon. 1 declined the chal-
lenge io o leller, exborting my opponent (o enlighten
the world by his philossephical liscoveries, and to re-
wember that the merit of kis predecessor Servetus is
now reduced to w single passage, which indicates the
smaller eirculation of the blood through the lungs,
from and o the. ety Instend of listening to this
ham continued fo fire away his double battery against
those who believed too ktile, and those who belieyed
too much. From my replics he bas wothing to hope
ot fear; hut his Socinisn shicld bas repeatedly been
piereed by the spear of Homsley, and his trumpet of
sedition way at leagth awaken the magistrates of a free
conotry.

4 The profission and rank of Sie- David Dalrymple
(now a lord of session) Lans gives a more decent colour

-l -
-

- W The. stupen title, Tiouplite on 1lz Canaer of ibe grand Apoes
tacy, =t st sgltsted my merves, 11l | discovered, that 1t was the
spotuy of the mbole chiureh, since the Council of Nice, feom Mr.
“Fayloc's private religion. ' Mis book ia a thorough misture of kigh
enthialdim snd e buffuchery, end the Silleniom is s Mnddmencal
warticle of Blo ereed. A

i Frou bla grammar-school at Eingston wpen Full, My Joseph
rml Eh[.r:r.ml mq.in A sgaing el tatieoal sellgion. His
“ith s & divine taste, & spitiousl inspiratlon ; is church s 2 mystic
wnid bervlalile body 1 the Asfurs/ hirlitinte, Soch as Mr, Locke, whe
Befleve and imerpeet the soriptires, are, In'his judgment, no beprer
Mub pruiane infels, .
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to his style.  But he sorutinized cach separmte prssage
of the two chaplers with the dry minuteness of a spe-
cial pleader ; and as he was always solicitous to make,
he may have succeeded sometimes in finding, a faw,
In his Aunals of Scothund, e bus shewn himeelf a di-
ligent ecollector and sn accumle’eritic.

. 1have praised, and 1 still praise, the eloguent ser-
mons which were prenched in 8L Mary's pulpit at
Oxford by Dr. White,  IT be assaulted me with some
degree of illiberal nerimony, insuch a place, and be-
fore such an audience, he was obliged to speak the lan-
guage of the cotntry. 1 smiled ot o passase in ‘one of

g oul of war with that country. ™ TH Tewere e
servioe; he was appointed ane of the Lords of Trde,
with asalary of 7 or L.800 a.yesr. His connoetion
with wiinisters, however, lost him his' seat in parlin,
‘ment ; aud in three years the Board of Trade was abo-
lished: by - Mr. Burke's reform bill, the operation of
which, he has the candour 4o acknowledge, was in this
instunce slutary. - He was thus, however, deprived of
the meins of supporting the style of expence to which
he had become aceustomed 3 which, witlr a variety of
‘ther considerations, determined him to extricate bim-
selfy and fix his residence agnin at Lawanne.  Before
his departure, in April 1781, be had published the se-
comd and third volumes of his history, which were re-
ceived with attention, thoogli somewhat more coldly
‘than the tist, This, it is probable, was the mere pa-
tural conscquence of the gloss of novelty being wota
1off. LT o e
~Our renders will probably be desirous of sering Mr.
Gibbon's own account of his mode of life, and theate
‘flmfa which fixed bim at Lausahioe. W=

o
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4 I digeovered thiree solid and permanent benefits of
m 1. My peesonal frerdom had been
qf,-:r by the House of Commons and
m&m but T was now deliversd from
the chain of duly and dependence, frum the hopes
and fears of pelitical ddventure : my sober mind was
vo longer intoxieatid by the fumes of party, and 1 re-
Juiced in my escape, as often as 1 read of the midnight
slebates which preceded the dissolution of parlisment.
2. My Fnglish economy bl been that of a solitary
bachelor, who might affrd some occasional dinners.
In Switzerland I enjoyed at every menl, at every hour,
the free and  pleasant conversation of the friend of my
voulh ; and my daily table was always provided for
the reception of one or two extroordinary goests.  Our
n.nmrtnnuc in mcmly i lm a ]'mmll'l't: thap a relative
und nyltﬁr‘d

li-ulml eipmu embled ) induin n fnir balance:

of teciprocal civilitics., 5. Instead of a small houss
betweon o stroct and a stable-yard, I began to occupy
a spacious and convenient mnnsion, connected on the
north side with the eity, and opm on the soulh ioa
beautiful and bouodless: horizon.. A garden of four
acres hid beea laid out by lie taste of Mr. Deyver-
don: from the garden a rich scenery of meadows and
vineyanls descends to the Leman loke, and the pros-
pect far beyond the lake is crowoed by the stupendous

ol Savoy. My books and my acquaintance
had been first wnited in London ; but this bappy posi=
tion of my Libmaty in town and country was finally
1oserved for Lousanne.  Posscssed of every comfort in
this triple alliance, 1 could not be tempted to change
qhhimﬁmﬁmd:ﬂthcchungunﬂhm -
.M had' been kindly approbensive that T
ﬁmﬂﬂhnﬂthuﬁ ina Swis town at the (oot
of the Alps, after having so long conversed with the
fimt men of the fint cities of the world. Such Jofty
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connections may attmet (he curious, and gratify the
vain; bot T am toommodest, or loo proud, 1o rale my
own value by that of my associates ; and whatsocver
may be the fame of learning or geniug, experience has
shewn me, that the cheaper qualifications of politencss
and good sense are of more useful currency in the com-
meree of life. By many, conversation is esteemed ns o
theatre ora school ; but, nfter themorning has been oe-
enpicd by the labours of the library, 1 wish fo unbend
rathier-than to exercise my mind 5 and in the interval
between ten and supper I am far from disdnining the
invocent amusement of o gnme at cards  FLousanne
upnpiwlhyn nnmerous geniry, whose companion-

ﬂhuk:ﬂmwhﬂh purmll of

"hﬂl‘n tnsle aid hnuw!nigu. I.Imt‘n il -
thers ; bat the decent freedom of both sexes is equuﬂr
remote from the extromes of simplicity aud refinement.,
I shall adil o9 o misfortune mther than o merit, that the
siuation and benuty of the Pays de Vaud, the long
habits of the English, the medical reputation of Dy.
Tissot, and the fashion of viewing the mountnins and
Ginciers, bave openesd us on all sides to the incursions
of foreigners.  The visits of M. and Madame Necker,
of Prince, Henry of w.ﬂt. W

lin-awqml misd agreeablo inmy nmﬂﬂli‘hm
bern abandonnd to our own sociely. - I lind frequently
scen Mr, Neoker, in the summer of 1784, al 2 country
house near Lausanse, where he composed his Treatise
on the Adminisiration of the Fioances, 1 have since,
in October 1790, visited bim in his present residence,
the castle nud barony of Copet, near Geneva. OF the
merits and measures of that stalesman various opinions
llﬂ’iq_*hhml Ilul I“- Imlﬂnﬂlmmﬂﬂ“
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Mur August 1784, Prince Henry of
This way to Paris, passed three days at Laus
santie, ’ﬂhnﬁhtrmnﬂnﬂﬁuﬁmpnmdb}'pu-
festional men; his character hos been vilified by the
wit and malice of n dasmon ;* but T was flattered by his
affability, and entertained by his conversation.

s In his tour of Switzerland (September 1782) Mr.
Fox gave me two deys of fiee anidl private society
He scemed to feel, and even to envy, the happiness of
my situation ; whlh I admired the powers of a superior
man, &8 tqu are blended in lis aftractive character
with the softness and simplicity of a chill  Perhaps
no human being was ever more perfectly exempt from
the taint of malevalence, vanity, or falsehood."

His labour, in this retirement, procecidal with great
activily ; and on the 27th Jane ”hi Lig put the last

. ek Tlic description which he

ﬁmm!llr Tu It was on thtdny, or rather night, of
the 27th of June 1787, between the hours of eleven
and twelve, that 1 wrote the last lines of the last page,
in & summer-House in my garden.  After laying down
my pen, I took severnl tarms in o berceaw, or coverad
walk of ncacias, which commmmds a prospect of the
couitry, the lake, and the mountaine. The air woe
temperate, the sky was serene, the silver orh of the
moon waos reflected from the witers, andall nature was
silent. 1 will not dissemble the first emotions of joy
an the recovery of my freedom, and, perhaps, the esta-
blishment of my fame  Bot my pride was soon bum-
bled, snd a sober melancholy was spread over my
mﬂ,htﬁuﬂmﬂmlhﬂd!nhuunermhﬂinghu
of an old and agreeable companion, and thal whalsoever
might be the future fate of my bistory, the Life of the
historian must be short and precarious. Lwill add two
facts, which have seldom occurred in the composition

* Mrmaires Serretes de In Cour Je Beriin,
4
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of six, or at least of five, quarlos. 1. My first rough
manuscript, withoul any inlermediate copy, has been
aent Lo the press. 2. Not o sheet has been seen by any
human cyesy excepting those of: the anthor and he
printer: the faults and the mt.!lmm exclusively my
own."'®

lnmiu-trmpuiuunﬂtiu pu.bﬁumu of the thre
Inst volumes, he visiled England, where he was receiv-
il with enthusinem by a numerous circle of [rmh.
Nothing, bowever, could dissuade him from
and again fixing his residence in his ﬁmrﬂauﬂm-
ment  Before following him thither, howeser, we
cannot farbear inserting two letters received at the close
urhuhulmlmm ﬁumm competent
j : .'.-. [oberison and Dr Adam . ,.Dr.ﬂu-

know I::ig-ﬂ the receipt of your most .ccrpuhk pre-
stnt; but for several weeks | have been afilicted with
a violent fit of deafness, and that vosocisl malady is
always accumpanied with sach a degree of langour, as
reniders even the writing of a letter an effort.  During
my solitude the perusal of your book has been my
chiel amusement amd cotsolation, I have gane throngh
it once with greal attention,, and am now advanced to
the lust volume in my second L-m

predict the superior excellenee of the i
published, and I baye not been a ﬁhm- n-
deed, when | coisider the extent of your uudertaking,

2:-'?

L lﬁ-ﬁnln Goran®s Common-plare Hock.

The IVth Volume of the Histar? .
L T T e
The Vih Volume, - }? July 1764=—ended Mey
e , May 1 ‘im—uﬂ

B0 Youme, .| - R .:;Lﬁ':;

These three volumes were sent to fress Augest 15th, l'rll‘p-i
mm'-wuﬂmm "
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and theimmeuse labour of listorical and philossphic
e towands cxeculing every part of ity

I am astonishied that sil this shoold kave been accom-
plished by one man.” I know no example, in any sge
or nation, of such a vast body of valuable and clegant
jnformotion communicated hy any individeal T feel,
however, some degree of mortificotion mingled with
my wstonishment.  Before you began your historic
carver, T used to pride myseifin bring ut leust the most
industrions historian of the nge ; but now, ales! Tecan
pretend no longer even Lo hat praise, and mast say, as
Pliny did of bis uncle, Si comparer ili swm deskdiosis-
simus. Your style appears lo me improved in thec
new velumes; by the habit of writing, you wrile with
greater ease. | am sorry to fiml that our ideas oun
the effects of (he crusades do not altogethier coincide,

‘shull consult the nuthorities (o which 1 refer; for
when my sentiments differ from yours, | have some
renson {0 distrast them, and 1 may possibly trouhle
you with a letter on the subject.  1'am much Dultered
with the manner in which yon bave so often mention-
ed my name.  Leluy sum lowdori a te landalo wiro.
T feol much satisfaction’ in having been distinguished
by the two bistorians of my ovwn times, whose favour-
able opinion 1 was most ambitious of oblaising."

« The praise of Dr. Smith is still more unqunlified.
. & [ bave ten thousand apologies to make, for not
having long sgo cetumed you my best thanks for the
very agreenble present yon made me of the three Inst
volumes of your history. ['cannot express to you the
pleasure it gives me to find, that by the universal as-
sonf of every man of taste pnd learning, whom I either
know or correspond with, it sets you at the very bead
uflh:: whole litsrary tribe st present uirun‘:ﬂ P
m. : 3 -
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Mr. Gibbon, on kis meturs, found Lansanne
different from the place he had left i, His iricnd Dey-
verdun, who hod long lived vnder the same roof with
him, wis in @ state of decay ; and, afier a year of an-
xious attenilance, be bad the afliction of lostag bim.
The French revolution, an event which by view-
ed from the fist with deep alarm and i
eruelly interrapted the tranguillity of his retreat. The
gny anid cauy society, in which be delighted, was
trmnsformed into an sssemblage of polsy politicians ;
the crowds of emigranis who songht refuge at Lao-
sanne did not enliven that residence ; and at length the
flames of war began to rage in his immediate vicinity.

this periodd, therelore, be did not procecd with
PLAETFE PP RN S i
Ahose memotrs of bimself, wiiEh were-pablishod o
his death ; and he formed the planof a very exiensive
work, combining listory and lhogmphy.  He propis-
el to write the lives of the distinguished military and
rlitim} chameters in Britain, from the relan of Henry

LTI, to the present s This, be conccived, would
be tather an smusement than a labour; the mnterials
were accesaible, the subjject agrecable, and so attmetive
to English renders, thut it could scarcely fail of spe
coss, It wos Jdould les hmm.ﬂr“m
undertuking, that be determited to spend a yoar i
England, and his visit was deluyedd only by the diff.
culties of the journey through mevolutionizs) Francr.
A eircumsianes, however, sccurred, which induced him
10 sct these ot definnee.  Lord Shefficld, with whom s
bad been long united by tivs of the most intimate friends
ship, had the misfortune of losing his lady, to whom
e was tenderly attached. . Gibbon set out, withent o
m delay, to console iy friend under thiis afilic-

- He accomplished his journey, thsugh Grermany
and the Netherlands, with greater ease than bes tiad
expected; and, landing in Eoglaod in June 1795,
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immediately to Lord Sheffield’s house. He,
mself, ,mmiunﬁmumdwply:ﬂﬁd-
ing (o his friends. A dropsy, which had long lurked
in his constitution, assumed the most alarming symp-
toms. Repeated tappings produced only a tempo-
rary relief ; and at lengih his constituiion became no
longer nble to struggle against the violence of the dis-
‘ense.  There was, nothing partionlaly memorable in
his last moments ; but as it most always be interesting
to view the behaviour of so great a man, in circom=
stances so (rying, we shall present our readers with
Lord Sheflichi’s narrative. T '
- 4 Afior T left him, on Tueslay aflernoon (Jan. 14,
1704) he saw some company, Lady Luenn nnd Lady
Spencer, and thought himsell well enough at night to
omit the opium demught, which e bad been used to

= sl ey
L = m:rh: HFF’«T“I tu]l:l".‘l'.‘ll‘] '“'En-.

yet complained at times of @ pain in bis stomach. AL
ane o'clock he received n visit of an hour from Ma-
dame de Sylva, and ut three, his friend Mr. Crauford,
of Atichinames (whom he slways mentioned with par-
ticular regard), calied, and staid with him Gl past
five o'clock:  They talked, as usual, on yarious sub-
jeele; amd twenty hours before his death, Mr, Gibbon
happened to fall into a conversation not uRComMAN with
liim, on the probable duration of his life. He said,
thiat he thought himsell a good life for ten, twelve, or
perinps tweaty yours.  About six, he ate the wing of
u chiclen, and dmak three glasses of Madeira. After
dintier be became very uncasy and impatient; com=
plained a good deal, and appeared so weak, that his
servant twas alapmed.  Mr. Gibbon had sent fo his -
friend and relation, Mr. Robert Darell, whose house
was not fur digtant, desiting tosee him, and adding,
that be had something particnlar to say. Bul, uufor=
Ituti.:llﬂj, {liis desired interview never look place;
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“ During the evening he eomplained much' of his
stomncl, anl ol a dispusitibn to vomit. Soon after
nine, he took his optum draght, and weot to bel.
About ten he complained of much pain, and desived
that warm napkins might be apphed lo hig stoinach.
He almost incesanily expressed a seme of paio till
about four o'clock in the momng, when be said he
foundd his stomach  moeh easivr,  About seven, the
servant asheid, whether he should sead for Mr. Fuar-
qubiar 2 He answeral, No; thut he was as well 25 he
hiad lieen the day betore.  About halt past cight, he
got out of bed, and said that he was * plus adroit™
than he had been for thiee months pasty, and got into
hullgaun, wiﬂgﬂmhﬂmtm wstnl. About
i at be would sise. ‘J:hwmu, how-

M. F.

qubar, who was expecled at eleven, b]lUﬂ” come. Tl
about that hour he spoke with gront faciiity, MiFar-
quhar came at the time appointei; and he was then
visibly dying. Whn the valet de chambre retomeil,
after attendling M. Farquhar out of tlie room, Mr.
Gi bon saidy, Posrguot esl ce gue Sons mie quitles 2
This was about halt past cleven. A1 twelve he drank
some brondy and waler troin o tea-poty, and desined his
favourite s rvant to stay wuh lum.  These were the
lust words be pronounced witiemlaiely.  To the lust he
preserved his senses s and when be could no longer
sprak, his servant having asked o question, he made
a sign, 1o shew that he undentood hi.  He was quite
tranguil, and did not stir; his eyes hall shut.  About
a quartir belore one be censed o breathe.  The valet
de chambre observed, that Mr. Gibbon did not at any
_ time shew the least sign of alarm, or apprehension of
death ; and it does not appenr that he ever thought
Huuil'ul danger, unless his desive to speak to Mr.
Darell may be considered in that light.”
Our readers will probably by this time hﬂﬁﬂﬂd
a pretly coreet Mnrm character of Mr, Gib-
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bon. The desire of knowledge, and the ambition of
literary fame, formed evidently his ruling passions ;
and an indefatigable application enabled him to ac-
~ complish labours, from which most men would have
shrunk. #\n easy and philosophic good humour seems
after this to bave formed the most prominent feature in
his chamcter.  His temper was not peculinrly marked
with warmih ot enthusinsm; yet he performed with
fidelity all the relative and socinl duoties. If we can-
not avoid lamenting the errors of his religious opiniotis,
and {he zeal wilh which he propogated them, somc
apology may be found in the neglect of his education,
and the character of the literary socicties into which he
ws eatly introduced.
In regard to the literary talents of Mr. Gibban, afte
having sutum&ivcli"ﬂmm the scoliments of Lhe
most illustrions of bis contemporaric it can scarcely -
nocessary o interpose our own.  The public voice has
long since enrolled him among the standard writers in
the English language; nor is any library accountel
complete, till it has been enriched with the © History
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.”



PREFACE,

1

Iris not my intention to detain the reader
by expatiating on the variety, or the im-
of the subject, which I have un-
0 treaty “sincethe merit of the
choice would serve to render the weakness.
of the execition still more apparent, and
still less excisable. But as I have pre-
sumed to liy before the public a Sirst
volume only® of the History of the Decline
and Fall*of “the Roman FEinpire, it will
perhitpsbe expected that 1 should explain,
in a few words, the nature and hmﬁﬁf
my general plan, '
The memorable series of revolutions,
which, in the course of about thirteen
centuries, gradually undermined, and at
length destroyed, the solid fabric of human
greatness, may, with some propriety, be
divided into the three following periods ;

y 'I'hrhﬂimdl.beqnmn, which is now contained
in the two first volumges of the octava edition,
4 4 "
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1 1; first of these périt}ds may be
traced from the age of Trajan and the
 Antonines, when the Roman monarchy,
having attained its full strength and ma-
turity, began to verge towards its declne;
and will extend to the subversion of the
Western Empire, by the barbarians of
Germany and Scythia, the rude ancestors
of the most polistied nations of ‘modern
Europe. This extraordinary revolution,
which subjected Rome to the power of &
Gothic congueror, 'ﬁ'e@_h’{.‘tnl}li)_]utcd about
the beginning of the sixth century.

1. The second period of the Decline
and Fall of Rome, may be supposed to
commence with the reign of Justinian, who
by his laws, as well as by Ins victories, re-
stored a transient splendout to the Pastern
Empire. It will comprehend the mvasion
of Italy by the Lombards ; the conquest
of the Asiatic and African provinces by the
Avabs, who embraced the religion of Ma-
homet 3 the revolt of the Roman people
against the feeble princes of Constanti-
nople ; and the elevation of Charlemagne,
who, in the year eight hundred, establish-
ed the second, or German empire of the
West. : ,
111 The last and longest of these periods
includes about six centuries and a halfs-

o




PREFACE. v

from the revival of the Western Empire,
till the taking of Constantinople by the
Turks, and the extinction of a degenerate
race of princes, who continued to assume
the rtitles of Cwesar and Augustus, after
their dominions were contracted to the fi-
mits of a single city: in which the lan-
guage, as well as manners, of the an-
cient Romans, had been long since for-
gotten. The writer who <hould undertake
to relate the events ot‘ thxs penad ;would

neral Iustar}' of the crusat '-"“-!
contributed to the roin of tim buck em-
pire; and he would searcely be able to
restrain his curiosity from making some
nquiry into the state of the city of Rome
during the darkness and confusion of the
middle ages,

As I have ventured, perhapa too hasti-
Iy, to commit to the press a work, M,
i every sense of the word, deserves the
epithet of i imperfect, 1 mus:ﬂer myself as
contracting an engagement to finish, most
. probably in a second volume,* the ﬁtst?i'

5% The author, m ﬂ&qnuﬂ}rhq:perm tock an inade.
qiifite measure of lns prowiog work.  The remainder of the
first period has filled fwo volumes in quarte, being the third,
fnunll. Hith, ndthwlumnnfr.h:utumum .
HH?_GH'-: . “m
v i - CBadhe s ol A
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these memorable periods ; and to delivey
to the public the complete History of the
Decline and Fall of Rome, from the age
of the Antonines to the subversion of the
Western Empire. With regard to the sub-
sequent periods, though I may entertain
some hopes, 1 dare not presume to give
any assurances. '1he execution of the
extensive plan which I have described
would connect the ancient and modern
history of the world ; butit would require
many years of health, of leisure, and of
PCISCYEIBNCE,
Divtenck Strest; Februdry 1, 1776,

——

P. S. The entire History, which is now
published, of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire in the West, abundantly
discharges my engagements with the pub-
lic. Perhaps their favourable opinion may
encourage me to prosecute a work, which,
however laborious it may seem, is the most
ngreeable occupation of my leisure hours. . '

Bentinck Streety, March 1, 1761
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An nuthor easily persuades himself.that
the public opinion is stull favourable to Lis
labours: and I have now embraced the
serious resolution of proceeding to the last
period of my original design, and of the
Roman Empire, the taking of Constanti-
nople by the Turks, in the year one thou-
sand four hundred and fifty-three. The
most patient reader, who computes, that

‘thrée ponderous volumes® have been al-
.md_-,r cmiﬂojed on the events of four
| Ny, pe "dliaalal:lnedat.

But it 1s pot my ntu::uun to l.!.[}.lltlat{‘
with the same minuteness on the whole
series of the Byzantine history. At our
entranee into this period, the reign of Jus-
tinian, and the conquests of the Maho-
metans, will deserve and detain our at-
tention ; and the last age of Constanti-
nople (the crusades and the Turks) is con-
nected with the revolutions of modern
Europe. From the seventh to the cleventh
century, the obscure mterval will be sup-
plied by a concise narrative of such facts
as may still appear either mteresrtmg or
nnp-urtnnt. —— e e ‘
. Bentinck Strect, March 1, 1782,

-

# The first six volumes of the octavo edition,
c4

St



- ADVERTISEMENT ;

TO THE

FIRST OCTAVO EDI:TIUN.

—

TI_IE History of the Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire is now delivered to
the public in_a_mose eonyenient form,
Some alfcrations aud swprovements had
presented themselves to my mind ; but I
was unwilling to injure or offend the pur-
chasers of the preceding editions, The
accuracy of the corrector of the press has
been already tricd and approved ; and,
perhaps, | may stand excused, if, amidst
the avocations of a busy winter, 1 have
preferred the pleasures of composition and
study 1o the minute diligence of revising
a former pubheation.

Bentinck Street, April 20, 1783

e
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Dhricesce and accuracy are the only merits
which an historical writer may ascribe to him-
self; if any merit, indeed, can be assumed from
the performance of an indispensible duty. 1
may, therefore, be allowed to say, that I have
carefully examined all the original materials
that could illustrate the subject which 1 had
undertaken to treat, Should 1 ever com-
plete  the extensive design which has becn’
sketched out in the prefuce, thfperhqui
gonclude it with a critical account of the au-
thors consulted during the progress of the whole
waork; and however such an attempt might in
cur the censure of ostentation, I am persuaded,
that it would be susceptible of entertainment, as
well as information.

At present I shall content myself with a single
observation. The biographers who, under the
reigns of Diocletian and Constantine, compos.
ed, or rather compiled, the lives of the emnpe-
rors, from Hadrian to the sons of Carus, are
usvally mentioned, under the names of Eliog
Spartianus, Julius Capitolinus, Blivs Lampei.
dius, Vulcatius Gallicanus, Trebellius Pollio,
and Flavius Vopiscus. But there is 50 much
perplexity in the titles of the mss.; ind so many
disputes have arisen among the critics (see Fa-
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The extent and military force of the empire i the
age of the Anlonines.

Is :hemdcen;mj' of the christian wra, the cg,u-
empire of Riﬂmptéhmd!ﬂ the fairest part

of the carth, | maost civilized portion nﬁ.m
mankind, The | of that extensive mo-'"*
parchy were gm:dcd by ancient renown and
valour, The gentle, but powerful
lnﬂw of hnn and manners had geadually
cmnl:nbbﬂ the union of the provinces. Their
| peaceful inhabitants enjoyed and abused the
advnntngﬁnfwuhh and loxury. The image
of a free constitution m;nzwui with decent
reyerence : the Roman senate: appenred to pos-
leu%e sovercign authority, and devolved o the
| emperors all the executive powers of governs

Ii ment. Ihnng n_hq:py qumdd'mo;ew
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

fourscore years, the public administration was
conducted by the virtues and abilities of Nerva,
T'rajan, Hadrian, and the two Antonines. It is
the design of this, and of the two succeeding
chapters, to describe the prosperous condition
of their empire ; and afterwards, from the death
of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the most im-
portant circumstances of its decline and fall; a
revolution which will ever be remembered, and
is still felt by the natiens.of the earth.

The principal conguests of the Romans were
achieved under the republic; and the empe-
rors, for the most part, were satisfied with pre-
serving those dominions which had heen acquired
by the policy of the senate, the active emula.
tion of the consuls, and the martial enthusiasm of
the people. The seven first centuries were filled
with o rapid succession of trivmphs; but it was
reserved for Augustus, to relinguish the ambi-
tious design of subduing the whole earth, and
to introduce a spirit of moderation into the pub-
lic councils.  Inclined to peace by his temper
and situation, it was easy for him to discover,
that Rome, in her present exalted situation, had
much less to hope than to fear from the chance
of arms; and that, in the prosecution of remote
wars, the undertaking became every duy mare
difficult, the eyent more doubtful, and the pos-
BESSION more precarious, and I,nq.heneﬁcml The
experience of Augustus adﬁndwujght to these
salutary reflections, and effeptually convinced nim
that, by the prudent vigour of his counsels, it




OF THE RMOMAN EMPIRE. 5

would be easy to secure every concession, which cnag;
the safety or the dignity of Rome might require
of exposing his person and his legions to the
arrows of the Parthians, he® obtained, by an
honourable treaty, the restitution of the standards
and prisoners which had been taken in the de=
feat nfﬂmmu,‘

R e Ay AEE

Felix. They marched near’ a Umuaand mﬂt’s
to the south of the tropic; but the heat nf l.ha‘

The nnrthcrn c:rmnf.rms of . :
served the expence and labour of mnqu&st. The
forests and morasses of Germany were filled with
ahardy race of barbarians, who despised life when
it was separated from freedom; and though,
on the first attack, they scemed to yield to the
weight of the Roman power, they soon, by a
and reminded Augustus of the vicissitude of Ih's-

* Bliom Casslus il liv, p 7963, with the annotriions H-Iu:-

who has collacted all thae mmmuwﬁﬂm
The marhle of ‘Aucyrs, on which Augustus reconled his own ex-
plalts, m:uh—ﬂmm I"'u. 8 1o restore the ensigns
of Cramsun.

M Strabo (1 Iﬂ.pmrﬂqwd\&rim Matur. 1w,
aM},:ndﬂ!mMmu.uu,P.ﬁﬂ.-adLm,pm}.hm
Teft us wery curions detiibs cimeorning these wars, The Romam

themlves musters of Marlabis, g¢ Merab, = city of Arabia
‘ﬁ well Enown to the Oviemtals (we Abulfeda aod the Nitlan
mil-ﬂ}. They wers nrrived wthinrhm-d:p}burn#d'
n-#-m; the rich object of their lovasion.

12 &
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enap. tune” J,.@!lt the death of thit emperor, his testa.
l...

Imitated

.ﬁﬂmpnblldj read in the senate.. He be-
qﬂmtheﬂ, as o valuable legacy to hlﬁmnmm_
‘the advice of confining the empire within those
limits, which nature seemed to bave placed as
its permanent bulwarks and boundaries ; on the
wesl the Atlantic ocean: the Rhine and Danube
on the north; the Tuphrates on the east; and
towards the south, the sandy deserts of Arubia
aml Afiica.! -

Happily. for the

by b eglerate systen rmnmmnnded hjr the mﬂlthq-uf

ﬁuguxtux was adopted by the fears and viees of
his immediate sucgessors.  Engn p;ul in the purs
suu: uf pluq.uun_, ar in the exercise of tyranny,
sars seldom shewed themselves to the
anmm, nr tu the Provinees ; nor were they dis-
posed to suffer, ;hg.t those trimmphs which ftheir
indolence neglected, should be usurped by the
conduct aind valour of their lieutenants. The
military fame of & subject was considered as an
insalent invasion of the imperial prerogative; and
it became the duty, as well as interest, of every
Roman general, to guand the frontiers entrusted
ta his mr:-, mthnut aspiring to conquests wﬁmh

'Hyih:lilﬂ:hr s and his thers Ingiuns, &-mﬁnﬁ
took of the Annnls of . Sueton. io Adguit. e #1, and Vil
teiui Partercalen, L i, = /LI%, &e, Angpastidd did not receive the
meclancholy pews with ofl the lempir and HIIHM Hl‘h;:.hﬁ—
been expeeted from his Sedractar, -

* Taclk Al & 1L ﬂhn..

; ’ﬁrﬂ- ™
Ml “3& tha,

Frne- i



OF THE MOMAN EMPIRE, "
might have proved no. ieuﬁtﬂtn hmclf than CHAR:
to the vanquished barbarians”

The only muhwhnill.the annn.am Pire Conquest
recived, during the first century of ﬂmﬂﬁw:‘:ﬁ““
1, Was of Britain.  In this single i excep-
instance; the successors of Casar and Augustus
were persumled to fulluwtheexamgh. of the far-

seemed to invite thur arms; the plf-mimg. l..'lmugh
doubtful intelligence of a pearl fishery, attracted
r.huranr.ice ‘nml nh-iminmnetnlhﬂle

ral system u'.l' continental measures. After a war
af about forty yenrs, ubdertaken by the most
stupid, maintained by the most dissolute, and
terminated by the most timid of all the emperors,
the farguﬂerinrt ni' the island submitted to

-rmmm mmmﬁm
and recalied in the eourse % . L w :
dimihe  Miiltiry merlt, as i i i i

Tn the stpictest scuny of the wond, saperroria irte, o =

“MW
m, 'rb:m-h poirely profed, Kowever, of Ll

ﬂu.mmﬂﬂﬁm sl Tivid eolonr.  Tacitus obaerves,
with: pesser (1 Agricols, & 18), that 7t wits an Inberest defoct,
* Ego facilins #ﬂdﬁﬁﬁmm murgaritls dersso guain -uhil
o graritingn -
¥ Clandine, Nem, nndﬂ-h!ug..
g Mats, L i, e m-m*lﬁi Tus| :m.

b Bomsin arms, the jsland and its savage te
e bebter known, 1t b nmuun;mughww“.hr
mhﬂhﬂ London. te

b L S b
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CHAR: the Roman yoke* The various tribes of Bri.

F 8

tons possessed valour without conduct, and the

Jove of freedom without the spirit of union.

They took ap arms with savage fierceness; they
taid them down, or turned them against each
other, with wild inconstancy ; and while they
fought singly, they were successively subdued.
Neither the fortitude of Caractacus, nor the de-
spair of Boadicea,nor the fanaticism of the druids,
could avert the slavery of their Ty, or resist
the stendy progress of the imperial genérals, who
mnintained the national glory, when the throne
was disgraced by the weakest, or the most vicious
of wonkind. At the very time when Domi-
tian, confined to his palace, felt the terrors
which he inspired ; his legions, under the com-
mand of the virtuous Agricola, defeated the col-
lected force of the Caledonians at the foot of the
Grampian hills; and his fleets, venturing to ex-
plore an unknown and dangerous navigation, dis-
played the Roman arms round every part of the
island. The conquest of Britain was considered
asalrend_rnehtﬂmti* and it was the design of

a to complete and ensure his success by
the eh;.ﬁuchnn of Ireland, for which, in his
opinion, one legion and a few auxiliaries were

" sufficient.’ The western isle might be improved

into a valuable possession, and the Britons would

* See the adminibla abridgment gives WPTacitus, in the Ffe of
Agricata, and eoplomiy; though perbnps not complotely, ilhlirated
tir onr ewn wntiquzrions, Cimden and Horsley,

! The Irish writers, jenlotre of ther mational bonoor, mm
grovokal on thiv crrasieg, both with Taéclies and with Agricela.



oF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

4 .l"

wenr their chains with the less reluctanc, if the er.m-.,.
prospect and example of freedom were on eﬂ'ry
side removed from before their eyes.

But the superior merit of Agricola soon occa-
sloned his removal from the government of Bri-

tain; and for ever disappointed this rational,
ﬂmughéﬁeﬂ”immheménfconqmt Before his

unequn] parts by the opposite gu]f's, or, ns they
are now called, the Friths of Seotland. Across
the narrow in:aml Hdm:t m;m he hn!

wards fnrhﬁed in Llle rﬂg'n of r\ntﬂninns Pi'ﬂ,
by a turf rampart erccted on foundations of
stone® ‘This will of Antoninus, at a small
distance beyond the modern cities of Edinburgh
and Glasgow, was fixed as the limit of the Roman
province,  The native Caledonians preserved in
the northern extremity of the island their wild
“independence, for which they were not less in-
debited to their poverty than te their valour.
Their incursions were frequently repelled and
chastised; but their country was never subdued
The masters of the fairest and most wealthy cli-
mates of the globe turned with contempt from

¥ Bee Hursley's Britannis Remania, Loy o 10,
¥ The puet Buchanay celabrites, Iﬂlm amd spiris deee his
Sr,‘rh the unviclsted independence of his natlve country. Pt
singla testimony of Hicherd of Clrensesier wia mffabnt to crestis
& Rimniin provisiee of Vespusianato, the worth of the wall, that jades
m widld e seduced within very narow limits.

BA



3 THE DECLINE AND PALL
enar. gloomyhills assailed by the winter tempest, from
L' lakes concealed ina blue mist, und from cold and
U onely heaths, over which the deer of the forest
were chased by a troop of naked barbarians.™
Conquest _ Such was the state of the Roman frontiers, and
e et sach the maxims of imperial policy from the
exeeption, Jeath of Augustus to. the accession of Trajan.
That virtuous and active prince had received the
education of a saldier, and msquwd the talents
of a general®, B his pre-
decessars was interrupted by scenes of war and -
mpqm,‘md the legions, after a long interval,
beheld a military emperor at their head, The!
first exploits of Trajan were against the Dacians,”
t!lL wost warlike of men, who dwelt beyond the
who, during: the reign. of Domitian,
hml msultml with impunity the majesty of
Rome:” - Toﬁwslrmgthandﬁmmmufhar-:
barisns, they added a contempt for life, whiclh
was derived from a warm persuasion of the ime.
mortality and transmigration of the soul? De-
cebalus, the Dacian king, approved himself a 1
rival not unworthy of Trajans nor did he de-
spair of his own and ﬂwpuhll.ﬂ fortune, till, by
the confession of his enemies, he hiad exhausted:
cvery resource both of valour and policy.d This

™ Roe Applen (in Plﬂl‘*‘h And the unifarm fmngery of Omlig™
Pocmms, which, acconlling Wl #very Brpothiesis, -mw by @

native Coleslonigs. 4
* See Pliny's Panegyric, which mmhm.ln‘lmh'.'h. -l
_ mﬂimrhhlh 1 fr ==
’ tis, bolwsec B Jallnn i the Casars, el's
b rvnEhon EE LR SN mh’ 'I'Elhi.plﬂ.:l_ll:llﬁ_

1 Flin. Eplats villy 8, o =5 oy
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mémorable wary with a very short suspension of ©
bostilities, lasted five years ; and as the emperor
could exert, without controul, the whole force

of the state, it wils. tcrmadh;auibsduta
:ulmht]nn of the

The vestiges of a military road may auli be tra=
cedirumthehnqksnl‘:hel}nnuhetume neigh-

and Hussmn empires.’ i

Trajan was ambitious of fume : and as lnnp;nscmm--ﬂh
mankind shall continue to hestow more I:h‘:mI:: l{.r:;_';;,
applause on their destroyers than on-their benes
factors, the thirst of military glory will ever be
the vice of the most exalted characters.  The
jpraises nﬁﬂhﬂpﬁr,rhummed by & succession
of poets and histor + bhad kindled a dangerous
emulation in the mind of Trﬂg.!, Jﬁhm )
l},mn emperor indertook an

of the East; hut‘w with o
ugh. that J&mnmd age searcely left him any

hopes of equalling the renown of the son of Phi-
lip® Yet the mr,_apeu oi‘ Trq]'un, however tran-

* Dok Cansius, Lll.'hln'ﬁ. "m" In Cosieiin,

i Mppias nm. =R, Aureling Vietor in Egitomo. i

haer s Matsinde o AL df Anville, mmmgm in the

_. toam, i, po g8, .
! upm-n:ul u:.rcr;jun ami I-iﬂ'll-—*

ot In ﬂn-Hl{_-l‘*p . -

I.



10
CHAP.

Resigned
by hin stic=
wewnor Ha-
ebrinm.

THI} DHCLINE AND FALL

sient, was rapid and specious. The degenerate
. Parthinns, broken by intestine discord, fled be-
TTTfore his arms. e descended the river Tigris
in triumph, from the mountains of Armenia to
the Persian gulf. He enjoyed the honour of
being the first, ns he was the last, of the Roman
generals who ever navigated that remote sca.
His fleets ravaged the coasts of Arabin; and
Trajan vainly flattered himself that he was ap-
proaching towards the confines of India' Every
daytheastonished senate received the telligence
of new names and new nations, that acknow-
ledied lis sway. They were informed that the
kings of Bosphorns, Colchos, Iberia, Albania,
Osrhocne, and even the Parthian monarch him-
self, had accepted their diadems from the hands
of the emperor ; that the independent tribes of
the Median and Carducinn hills had implored
his protection ; and that the rich countries of
Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria, were redu-
ceil into the state of provinees.® But the death
of Trajun soon clouded the splendid prospect
and # was justly to be drended, that so many
distant nations would throw off the unaccustom-
ﬂ’ljnh:. when they were no longer restrained by
hand which had imposed it.

It was an ancient tradition, that when the
capitol was fonnded by one of the Roman kings,
the god Terminus (who presided over bound-

* Butropiir sod Sextos Hufos heve endeavinered 1o perpetfiate (b
ilhiiom,  See o vory sensible dEsseriathon of M. Frerol, in the Aok
damie des Foseriptlons; tom. 2=l p. 31 -

* Dion Cpsaiugy L Ixeill; sl the Abbrevistori
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aries, and was represented according tothe fashion CHAP

of that age, by a_
the inferior

Jupiter himself:

ul.nnn}alhne. among afl
efused to yield his place to
favourable inference was

drawn rmmhhmnm which was inter-

pmtﬁi tﬁtlngumnsamm presage
e ul' the Rumnn powﬂ-wnuld uever

ment, Bul thmlgh T-:rrn'unus Imrl ratsted

majesty of Jupiter, he submitted to the autho-
rity of tht mperwmm The mgmﬁun
d?n]t : ._' HLCET I -“I-'*"-. 1% .-H ‘:.

thians um Liect.-.nn qf an mdependmt s-uvﬂ'eﬁ;rl
withdrew the Roman garrisons from the pro-
vinces of Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria,
and in compliance with the precept of Augustus,
once more established the Euphrates as the fron-
tier of the empire.* Censure, which arraigns the
public actions and the private motives of princes,
has aseribed to envy, a conduct, which might be
attributed to the prudence and moderation of
: The various character of that emperor,
enlﬂﬁ.lijmms, of the mennest anid the most
generous sentiments, may afford some colour to

¥ Ovill. Fust. L §, ven 807 See Livy, and Dionysius of Halicar-

nassus, under the reign of Taeguis.
= B Augustin is highly ﬂd‘lﬁiﬂtlﬂl the peool of Mw-lnmu

6 Termipus, and the vanity of ihe nuguri. Sea l'.hﬂl.ti-lnlf'ﬂd;
e

V& See the Anguwtan History, p- 5 Jmmc’lﬂhnm!h. nnel ufl
the Epliamisers, hhmmtlwprhtngmﬁhw
n:thdﬂHMwwwm
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f'mr. the suspicion. Tt was, however, searcely in his
e power to place the superiority of his predecessor
T in a more conspicuous llgﬁ by thus con-
fessing himself unequal to t of defending
the conquests of Trajan. ?

Contrast of L he martinl and ambitious lPH-'lt of T“H“
gl fnmdlm!ﬁlgﬂnmmmenm!m

Hailtian was nnt Ir:q-s rt‘mnrknlllu when com-

L ! 4 ¥ ~ ‘,'._'-:' :| L ‘Pi“-'c
jﬁﬁy% s hermﬁmul l]:: various t:da*nL'

of the saldier, the statesman, and the scholar, he

gratified his curiosity in |.lu_ d:.-n_luu_gu of his dutj' :

urwmwm n the course of his mgn,
was not honured with the presence of the mo-
narch® Buot the tranquil life of \utunmus Ptl.l.!
was spent in the hosom of Italy ; and

twenty-three years that M"M lhre
admmutruhm. the longeést journies nfiﬁut nlm-
able prince extended no further than from Lis pa-
lace m-mm retirement of his I.unuv
villa® . .

Patifie wre-  Notwithstanding this difference in timir pnr- <

tem ol Ha-

" drian wna SO0 mmlnct the general System: of Angmius

the ¢
luirm:Hi.
“ Dios, b lais, j 1158 mmﬁu :rmmum-

rl.wmmh % mﬂu
e suificient to reenrd the travely of Hadrian,

* Sec the Augustan History and ihe Epitognes,

> wius Pis. tion of his successor.  The restless activity off

i
:1
'I:

2
g
5
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was equally adopted nnduuiﬁ:mlrpmﬁeﬂbyw
Hadrian and by the two :
sisted mmwﬂmwmﬂ

the empire, '@mt

their virtuoas lshours were crowned w gth mmm,
n:nd ir wn: gxa:n:yt l._-fuw llnght host ity

ﬂlir ]'tms[i-rt of unwel‘sﬂl ;J-Eal_‘o} . Tty
name was revered among the most remate noe
tions of the earth. The fiercest barbiarinns fre-
quently submitted their differences to the arbi-
tration of the emperor; and we are informed
by a contemporary historian, that he had seen
ambassidors who were refused the honour which
they came to solicit, of being ndmitted into the,
rauk of subjects.” T30 gk A S
e terror of the Ronuan arms added weight Deoive
' '»whe moderution of the emperors. 3 o,
4 Antsul-
* Wemiat, mm fhat, fn the time of Hodeim, & "0
mubeilion of the Jews mged with religlous fury, though ooty i 8
ﬂ-‘h peroslnes s Poisandda € vil, o 423, mentions WD oeCTsEry

snd wyrceselisl wars, conliueted b the mm.hdﬁl T, 'm
the wandering Mours, who ren “
bt the briguntines of ”Hﬁkh‘llﬂrﬂdcﬂl' I-am

= Poth these wrs (mith eeveral other hn-uuﬂ-ln Grette
History, p 18,

'; _,h:uermuwh,lumurﬁ-

=
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matallinh-
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THE DECLINE AND FALL
mvedpmchytmmm;npmm
g“:u ‘and while justice regulated their con-
Juﬂ..thnymoumedmthemmnﬁouthmrm
fines, that they were as little disposed to endure,
as to offer an injury. The military strength,
whicl it bad been sufficient for Hadrian and the
elder Antoninus to display, was exerted against
the Parthians and the Germans by the emperor
Marcus. The l:muhtn-s of the hnrh:mmpm-

Mmﬂ his geuml.-ﬁ ni:lumcd mrm
victories, both on the Euphrates, and on the
Danube. The military establishment of the
Itumnn ‘empire, which. thus assured cither its

or its success, will now become the

pruper IMJmpuﬂint ohject of our attention.

In the purer ages of the commonwealth, the

use of anins was reserved for those ranks of citis

the Maman zons who had & codatry to love, a property to
" defend, anid some share in enncting those laws,

which it was their interest, as well as duty, to
maintain.  But in proportion as the public free-
dom was lost in extent of conquest, war was gra-
dually improved into an art, and degraded into

h‘ll.lh.ﬁ-,'l!ip legions themselves, even at tlle :

* Don. L texd, H’lﬂ.m in Maree. . The Parthian victories

é
]
4

zave Hirth to a crowd of contemptible historfany, whees memary has

been restued from oblivian, od exposed o M"ha wery lively

ph:ui'mrmﬂl.urlm h

® The poarest Tauk of soldicrs peseeshid dbove farty poundwiters
rqwthumnh,_'tnnuf#mu- vime
nhmmqmumﬂuumd-um q--ﬁhlhlt

-5

1
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.
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time when they were recruited in the most dis- cHAP.
tant provinces, were supposed to consist of Ro- ©
man citizens. That distinction was gencrally
considered, either as nlﬂgalqmliﬂﬂm or as
& proper recompence for the soldier; but a more
m‘inmrqn’i:mpnﬂtoﬂmmnhdmif
age, strength, and military stature  In all le-
ms.umprermwugueqtpuwdmm

for in the country Fathses l!um in cities ; aml B,
was very rmaunnhly presumed, that th;. hnnlj

service of luxury.! After every quu]uH:n nof
property had been laid aside, the armies 8 the
Roman emperors were still commanded, for the
most part, by officers of a liberal birth and edu-
cation ; but the common soldiers, like the mer-
cenary troops of modern Europe, were drawn
from the meanest, and very I.‘neguml.ly (rom the
most profligate, of mankind.  * .
it public virtue which, among the ancients, Dixiplis.
de patriotism, is derived from a
:truug m ﬂ’ our own interest in the preser-
vation and prosperity of the free government of
which we are m Such a sentiment,
un-m;nmnl wright -nq-. mn-m-!‘muulgb

anclent canstitutian, were indisiminately admicied by Malue. Sce
de Hell, .li'-.nh. il

mkﬁumnrummim;huh

Heemee of chril war s ond after the viEtory, be gawe
Mmdﬂ:n,hm:m
! See Vegetios de Be Miliagi, Liy & 8% = -




16 THE DECLINE AND FALL
eHAL which had rendered the legions of the republie
_hhn:imbnﬂﬂu, could make but a very fechle

wm the mercenary servants of a des-
potic prince ; and it became necessary to supply
that defect by other motives, of a different, but
not less foreible natwre ; honour and religion.

. Thnmt,ﬂrmhmimbdxdumwﬁl;
prejudiee that he was advanced to the more dig-
nilicd pruh ssion of arms, in which his rank and

valour
o althowgh | A private ok

dier must often escape the notice of fame, his
own belmviour might sometimes confer glory oF |

diggrage on the company, the legion, or even the ;I

my; mm 2 wis associaied. On
m service, an onth was

Iministered mlﬁm.mm muw uf
whimit his mwiﬂ ta the {:ummun#
nl'hulmzlmt amd to sacrifice his life for the
safety. of the emperor and the empiret  The
attachment of the Roman troops to their stand-
ards was inspired by the united influence of
veligion and of hbonour.  The golden  eagle,
which glittered in the front of the legion, was
the abject of: their fondest devotion ; nor was it
esteemed less inpious than it was ignominious,
tnihudnnlhmdmmgnmlhtbm!ﬂ
danger) Th:m mntw:.-ﬁ. which derived t!mir

------

phaead In I d-[l‘l TD ﬁ-m‘ﬁ the “m

ibe religons worsilp of the tpops

i . __'..I
¥ » iy

hu..ﬂ.
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were enforced CcHAR

by fears and hopes of “substantial kind.

Regular pay, occasional donatives, and a stated
recompense after the appointed time of service,
allevinted the hardships of the military life,”
whilst, on the other hand, it was impossible for
cowardiee or disobedience to escape the severest
pnnilhmnt. mmmmh

punish 'mth ﬂmth uml it was an inflexible
maxim of Roman discipline, that a gmd mld:u'
should dread Ilmﬂmﬁrm mmm
From such landable arts :
imperial tre

docility, unuttnmnhle hy th.um’:petumu an
gular passions of barbarians.

'

And vet so sensible were the Romans u’E the Exercises,

imperfection of valour without skill and practice,
that, in their language, the name of an army
was borrowed from the word which signified ex-
_ = .

= Sew (Grenovioe dr Porunia vangvay & il pe 100, e The o

or Escaition rafsed the annual mh&ﬂhm
% which, in hivtime, was ‘equeivalent
oy ~This par, mumewhat hisher than vme ows, had beon,
end was wikerwurils, gradually increased, acoording to the progresy
ﬂ-wthmdnmrym After twenty years servier,
the veterin recelved Uires thewssnd demstil (about ane hundred
prsnels srerling), oF 3 proportipnsble allowssce of land | The pay
aud wivantsges af the guards wor, hpuul about double those of
the logione.

“ WEzeritns ab cvorvitnnds, Varro de Bingudl Latind, L v /Olcera
Hhhnhﬁ.n Thete |s roon e o intaresting wurk,
'ﬁ thmmmmml:t{ﬂ-mw
mllmﬁ.l, = o -

VOL. L e T .
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cuar. and unremitted objectol their discipline.

A

recruitsand young soldiérs were constantly trained
both in the morning and in the evening, nor was
age or knowledge allowed to exouse the veterans
from the daily repetition of what they hod com-
pletely learnt. Large sheds were erected in the
winter-quarters of the troops, that their useful
labours might not reccive any intérruption from
the most tempestuous weather; and |t Wils CAre-
w0 tlul

fully observed,: . _
which was required in mnluctinn. It is not :
purpose of this work to enter into any minule
description of the Roman exercises. We ;h.fl
culy remark, that they comprehended wha
could add strength to the body, activity to the
limbs, or grace to the motions.  The soldiers
were diligently instructed to march, to run,
leap, to swim, to carry heavy buridens, to handle
every species of arms that was used either for
offence or for defence, either in distant engnge-
ment, or in a closer onset; to ﬁ:lrmnl'lrmtjﬂ
evolutions ; and to move to the sound of
in the Pyrrhic or martial dance®  In the
ul?m the Roman troops familiarized them-

of war; and it is prettily
mnnhdbylﬁ-nimt historian who had fought
ugaum them, that the effusion of blood was th

= Vigetlus, L i, aod the rest of his first bodke

P The Pyrehle dunce s extremely will ilustraced by M. le
in the Acudemd des ‘e gy, o262, e
Jearned sudemician, in & s dmuwgm_“
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only circumstance which distinguished a field of enke.
battle from a field of exereise.® It was the po-

licy of the ablest generals, and even'of the em-
perors themselves, to encourage ﬁmnﬂnﬁ
studies hy their presence and example ; and

are informed that Hadrian, as well as Trajon,
ﬁ‘ﬂqﬂﬁnﬂiﬁmded to instruct the unex-

perior strength or dexterity,” Under the reigns
of those princes, the science of tactics was cul-
tivated with success ; and as long as the empire
vetuined any vigour, their military instructions
were respected as the most perfect model of
Roman discipline. .

Nm:.: centuries |:f war had grm:lu.nl]jr imf“‘ﬂ::ﬁﬁ“
duced into the service many alterations and im-enperore.
provements. The legions, as they are deseribed
by Polybius:*® in the time of the Punic wars,
differed very materially from those which a-
chieved the victories of Caesar, or defended the
monarchy of Hadrinn and the Antonines. The
constitution of the unperial kﬁ-‘m hﬁ-
m-]had in a few words. The

L - i R
unmi.li Bl Joilaieo, L il _-_-.1. 5 fo are fndebted to this

Juw Tor sams very curious details of Roman discipline.
* Piin. Panegyrs & 13, Life of Hadrlan, in the Augustine His

ey, s

‘hum“mmmm.im
bonk of his history.

de o Slilitarl, 1. 1, & 4, &e. mmmpﬁrm
%m abridgment was taken from the regulitiuns of Tro
Haidrian ; and the Jegion, nmmﬁum‘“ﬂw
mﬁinhhnm N
o c2 : P

-

=
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(untry, whichi composed its principal strength,*
was divided into ten cohorts, and fifty-five com-
panies, under the orders of a correspondent num-
ber of tribunes and centurions. The first co-
hort, which always claimed the post of honour
and the custody of the eagle, was formed of
eleven hundred and five soldiers, the most ap-
proved for valour and fidelity.  The remaining
nine cohorts consisted each of five hundred and

fifty-five ; and thetwholehody ol-ieg in-

men. Their arms were uniform, and
adapted to the nature of their service : an open

helmet, with a lofty crest; a breast-plate, or coat

ol mail 1 greaves on their legs, and an ample
buckler om their left arm. The buekler was of an
oblong and concave figure, four feet in length,
and two and a half in breadth, framed of a light
wood, covered with a bull's hide, and strongly
guarded with plates of brass.  Besides a lighter
pear, the legionary soldier grasped in his right
hand the formidable pifum, a ponderous javelin,
whose utmost length was about six fect, and
which was terminated by a massy trinngular point
of ‘steel of eighteen” inches™ This instrument

‘inferior to our moden -

. )
s Vegetins de e Milli, 4 U, & 3. In e purecage of Cosm
and Cigery, 1he wored miles was aimost confined tathe knfiniry. Cn-

der vive Towar empire, and in the times of ehivaley, it was appeo=
priacod aimdst as_eacholiely o the men gt srips, who fuught : '

bk o ST,

* I ibe tinR n,wqgw of Halicunmsus (ke
«. A5y, the steel point of the pilinn seems to have boon moch longes:
In the time of Vegetiua, it wos reduced 1o @ foot, or even ol nehies

I hare choson o mediam.

L Sy —
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drms ; since it was exhausted by a single dis- cman
charge, at the distance of only ten or twelve *
paces. Yet when it was lnunched by a firm and
skilful hand, there was not any cavaley that durst
venture within itsveach, not any shield or corslet
that could sustain the impetuosity of its weight.
As soon as the Roman had darted his pilum, he

'L s sword, and. M!hwmk to ukq:

tempﬂt-d qpmuh blade, that carried & dow!
edge, and was alike suited to tht‘;mrjmai tmh-
ingnrnfpulung hlmﬂm mldmr mﬂ“ﬂ

he inﬂicted a more dm:gnrnus w nund on his #d-
versary”  The legion was usually drawn ap
cighit decp: and the regular distance of three feet
was left between the files as well as ranks* A
body of troops habituated to preserve this
open order, in a long front and a rapid charge,
founi themselves prepared to execute every dis-
position which the circumistances of war, or the
skill of their leader, might suggest. The sil-
a free space for his arms and mo-

tions, ‘and sufficient intervals: were allowed,
through which seasonable reinforcements might
be introduced to the relief of the exhausted com-
batants® 'The tactics of the Greeks and Ma-

7 For the kﬂmm-rmrn-, -!;lﬁln ﬂt MIitid !nmhl’.:ﬁ
5 5. 4

= Bew e bewistiful competism of Vi, Gesrgic. i, # oo

* ML Giichard, Memsires Militalres, tum 1, 6 8, omil Nouveans:
Meumilrou, . 1, hﬂﬁﬂll. his tremted the suhjert like nm
ool an officer

::'3
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car. cedanians were formed on very different prinei-

¥ 5

rwmmwLLRA

ples. The strength of the phalanx depended on
sixteen ranks of long pikes, wedged together in
the closest array.” But it was soon discovered
by reflection, as well as by the event, that the

* strength of the phalanx was unable to contend

Faralrr.

with the activity of the legion® -
The cavaley, without which the force of the
legion would have remnined imperfect, was di-
vided into ten troops or squinlrons:; the first, us
the companion of the first cohiort; consisted of
an hundred and thirty-two men; whilst eachof
the other nine amounted only to sixty-six. The :
entire establishment formed a regiment, if we
may use the modern expression, of seven hundred
and twenty-six horse, naturally connected with
its respective legion, but occasionally separated
to act in the line, and to compose a part of the
wings of the army”  The cavalry of the em-
perors was no longer composed, like that of the
ancient republic, of the noblest youths of Rome
and Ttaly, who, by performing their military ser- ¢
vice o horseback, prepared themselves for the
offices of senator and consul s and solicited, by
deeds of valour, the future suffrages of their
countrymen." Since the alteration of manners
% Ser Arrimi's Toctien.  With the e partiality of & Greek, A
rian vathey chase 1o deseribe the phalunz, of which he had sead, thas
the legions which he bad communded. -
= Polyb. & xvii. :
2 Veget, de Ble Militar, L ii, o & His pasitive testimony, which
milghs b uipported by cireumsimntial evidence, ought surely to %
trnce thowe erifies who yefisse the imperial legion i proper body of
‘“'15: Liry almest throughout, particularly aliiy @1, . J
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and government, the most wealthy of the eques- mr
trian order were engaged in the administration "
of justice, and of the revenue; and whenever

they embraced the profession of arms, they were

immediately with a troop of horse,
cobort. of Trajan and Hadrian fo

their cavaley from the same provinges, and the
same class of their subjects “Mmm

Roman tru-upers despised the l:umplni.:: srmour
with which the l:lvnlr;ul' the ]:.a.si. WAS encum-

-

mail. A _]nvelm, n.nd a ]ung hroad-sword,

their principal weapons of offence. The use of
lances, and of iron maces, they seemn to have Lior-
rowed from the barbarians.”

The safety and honour of the empire were prin-Auxilis-
cipally entrusted to the legions; but the policy "
Rome condescended to adopt every useful instru-
ment of war. Considerable levies were regularly
made among the provincials, who bhad not yet

tluE honourable distinetion of Romans.

princes and communities dis-

pemd ‘round the frontiers, were permitted, for
a while, to hold their freedom and security by the

. Plin. Mist. Natur, suwifl, 3. mmmdnﬂmw
wnmumadﬂmhmﬁmh
publigne Romaine, L i, = %

& As in the instance of Horace ud&wd.-. m.p-nu
‘hﬂhndﬁum ihe Roman discipline, which®Hudzian Cudess
voured to, remendy, by ascertaining Lhe legal ags of a tribuos

% Se¢ Arrian's Tactics.

c &
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tenmre of military service.! Even select troops

of hostile barbarinns were frequently compelled:

or persuaded to consume their dangerous valour
in remote climates, and for the benefit of the
state.' All these were included under the ge-
neral name of auxiliaries; and howsoever they
might vary according to the difference of times
and circumstances, their numbers were seldom
much inferior to t!mm: of the leginm them-

mnliui‘prbl&ﬂmd centuriuns. and mﬂdy' -

_trained in the arts of Roman discipline ; but the
far greater part retained those arms, to which the

nature of their country, or their early babits of

tife, more peculiarly adapted them. By this in-

stitution,. each legion, to whom a certain propors
tion of auxiliaries was allotted, contained within

itself every species of lightur troops, and of mis-
sile wenpbns ; and was capable of encountering

every nation, with the advantages of its respec-

tive nrms and discipline.® Nor was the legion
destitute of what, in modern langunge, would be
styled a train of artillery. Tt comsisted in ten

*uq engines of the hrgul.. and fifty-five of
nmnmm ol uu.lunun. 'r-dnnn_'

'Hﬂm- Anm-mmmuum-tﬁw‘

nﬂﬂlunaplyhlmﬂﬁnh'm,dwhm
dimtzly sent isto Britain. Dion Cosios, Liade’
¥ Tarit. Annsd v, 3. Those who Gz 4 eepilar

Propartion. ul~m
mmmmm“muuﬂ L:

renperors with thie Tglian allies of

a

= Veguilus, i, 2. Amian, in his order of march ﬂﬂ'ﬁ'lﬁlw A

the Alani,
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a ‘smaller size; but all of which, either in i cnar,
oblique or horizontal manner, dischurged stones b
and darts with irresistible violence® .

The camp of n"Roman legion wmm
uppearance of a fortified citys m
spuce wu(qmrvmt. the pioneérs
lemlkﬂdhfgrmnﬂ,mdremnmdﬂtr_rmpﬁl-

nllmlnxr.'thu{'-n square ufnl'mut'mtn. ,."ZZ';"._.:
yards was sufficient for the encampment of twens
ty Mmdﬁmshl ni:n:ﬂ:x number

mltht n{' 'r.l:m ca.mp, thrl: prreh:num, ar g
quarters, rose ahove the others; the multy the
infantry, and the auxiliaries, occupied their re-
spective stations ; the strects were broad, and

perfectly straight, and a vacant space of tweo
hunidred feet was left on all sides, between the

tents and the rampart. The rumpart itsclf was
m&ytwﬂw.- feet high, mrmed with a jhn,d
* e i 'ﬂr’

mﬂmm“mhm %
Hu:bﬂiﬂhl’dﬁfiﬂ'ﬂﬂ* ﬁ

m&hﬂmﬂw

I#mnn. .mmumnduhrmm m..nm
gradually lecume niore girevalent, in proportion ss persondl valuer
ol wifiitry akill declingd’ with the Remun empire. When men
muwmﬂﬂnuumuqﬂ Sen
Vegetius, b, 23, Arrisn .

* Vegutiias finlshes bla soeonll DGk, wHA. 9 deseription of e
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cnar. strong and intricate palisades, and defended by

i

_a ditch of twelve feet in depth as well asin-

s readth.  This important labour was performed

by the hands of the legiondries themselves; to
whom the usé of the spade and the pick-axe was
no less familiar than that of the sword or pilum.
Active valour may eften be the present of na-
ture; but such patient diligence can be the fruit
only of habit and discipline”

Whenever the trun

of de-

and the troops fell into their ranks without delay
or confusion. = Besides their arms, which the le=2
gionaries scarcely considered as an incumbrance, ;
they were laden with their kitchen furpiture, the
instruments of fortification, and the provision of
many days® Under this weight, which would
appress the delicacy of o modern soldier, they
were trained by a regular step to advance, i
ghout six hours, near twenty miles” On the
appearance of an encmy, they threw aside their
baggnge, and by easy and rapid evolutions con-
vertéd the column of march into an order of bat-
tle.”  The slingers and archers skirmished in the

front ; the auxilinries formed. the first line, and

were seconded or susained by the strength of the !

* Vorghe Roman Chdremetation, e mflﬂ-hi.l.dﬁ‘lﬂl#
sis do Mifith  Hotin’s Josphonle Befl. Jud. L i oS Vegetin
§, §1-94: iil, 0 and Mematves de Gulchard, sem. is e 1.

S Cloery fn Tosutz, 8, 37, Jostph de Sell. Jod. 3 1, & Freoe
gmus, ir, : -

* Wegetiun, fph . S Mamoies de PAcodemis e Taneriptlei®
wmoxew, 1B DSl el "

* See thass evolntions sdmirabiy well explirined by M, Guichard
Sqoveans Mrnoires, tan. |, po 141-T34 1
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legions: the cavalry coveréd the flanks, and the CHAR

military engines were placed in the rear.
Sunhwmtﬁl!‘tﬁnf#lr. Ir#kmhthERn-Nmur

:mtd'll'{ll

despotism. If. in the Lﬂﬂﬂdﬁmﬁﬂn of ﬂmnr ar-

nny tuluruh'ie accuraey. 'WL mny mmpnta. hnw-
ever, that the legion, which was itself a body of six
thousand dghrhﬂﬁllmd and thirty-one ﬂmnnm.
m-:m thousand
peace establishment of Hadrian and his successors
was composed of no less than tharty of these
formidable brigades; and most probably formed
astanding force of three hundred and seventy-five
thousand men.  Instead of being confined within
the walls of fortified cities, which the Romans
considereil as the refuge of weakness or pusillani-
mity, the legions were encamped on the banks of
* the great rivers, and along the frontiers of the
barbarians.  As their stations, for the most part,
remained fixed and permanent, we may venture
to describe the distribution of the troops.  Three
legions were sufficient for Britain, The principal
strength lay upon the Rhine and Danube, and
consisted of sixteen legions, in the following pro-
portions; two in the Lower, and three in the
Upper Germany ; one in Rhatia, one in Nori-
Ui, ﬁ;m:ipl’n.nnum three in Maesia, and two
in Dacia. The defence of the Eophrates was
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CHAF, M&humiﬂlagimﬂxufwhnmwm

L

Narr.

“in Syria, and the other two in Cappa-
e docin.  With vegard to Egypt, Africa, and
Spain, as they were far removed from any im-
portant scene of war. a single legion: maintain-
ed the domestic tranquillity of each of those
great provinees.  Even Italy was not left des-
titute of a military force.  Above twenty thou-
sand chosen soldiers, dlstmguﬂhed by the titles
of ut;mhw' nd pr - guards, hed
'I:I'Hf- s '. |. amd ulﬂ_!
tal. A!tlwunthnmufnlmnstmrrm-f
tion that distracted the empire, the pratorians
will, very soon, and very loudly, demand our
attention; but in their arms and institutions
we cannot find sy eircumstance which dir-
criminated them from the legions, unless it
were a more: splendid sppe:nm amd a h- i
rigid discipline.

Timmrymtuinedhvthe emperors might
seem inaderquate to their greatness; but it was.
iullymﬁmentfnrm'mjﬂmﬁlipmufgrmﬂ
ment. The nmbltinn d-ﬁuﬁ[ﬂml was con-

the world, nﬂ to cxplore themnltwmm
of theocean. To the annmth&mﬂmnd

d r I"I
 Taritus tm,k | d
vpder Tiberius] mmd Cassdu (L Tvy po 704 cnder Alesmndsy

Soverus 1 bovs sndearmond i S on the proper mediom betweed
these twe F'nm!d. Eg Uhewise Ldjmlus de Masmitudine Bﬂﬂ
o
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an ohject of terror rather than of curiosity.” CHAR,
the whole extent of the Mediterranean, after the "
destriction of | ﬂmmﬂﬁuﬂ@nﬁmﬂ
the pirates, was included within their p
'mrpnhuy of the emperors was directed oaly to
ion of that sea, and
hMmu&'th&rn@mﬁ Wrth

Italy, the one at Ravennn, on the .&iirmﬁr:uﬂil

other at Misenum, in the bay of Naples. FEx-
perience mww hm mnmd I:hI

guited rather for vain pomp than for real service.

Augustus himself, in the victory of Actium, had
seen the superiority of hisown light frigates ( they
were called liburnians) over the lofty but un.
wieldy castles of his rival® Of these libur.
ninns he composed the two fleets of Ravenna and
Misenum, destined 1o command, the one the
enstern, the other the wester division of the Me-

ditereanean ; and to cach of the squadsons heat-

uﬂnhnd; of severnl thousand mariners. Be-

- which may be considered
as ﬂu- pﬂn:qihhird‘ the Roman navy, i very
considerable foreewas stationed at Frejus, on the
coast of Provence, and the Euxine wugunhi

- Vo = et ey B i~
= Fhe Riimans tricl o disguise, Uy the preténce of rcligions awe,

wwm Sev Ticit. Gormania, e She o
=l I Mire. Anton,  And yet,  wo may eredit Prnilus,
MM“M no maore than = fnl “whine U wUler.

DA MRS = e i



0 THE DECLINE AND PALL
cuar. by forty ships, and three thousand soldiers.  To
L oll these we ndd the fleet which preserved the
communication between Gaul and Britain, anda
great number of vessels constantly maintained on
the Rhine and Danube, to harass the country,
ar to intercept the passage of the barbarians..
If we review: this general state of the imperial
forces 3 of the cavalry as well as infantry ; of the
legions; the auxiliaries, the guards, and the navy;
the most liberal computation swilk ot allow us
Amoant of to fix the entire establishment by e yy land
the whale o4 more than four hundred and fifty thousand -
ment.  men; a military power, which, however formids"

ahle it may seem, was equalled by a monareh
of the last century, whose kingdom was confined
within a single provinee of the Roman empires:

vieworte - We have attempted to.explain the spirit which

proviness

of the Ho-

man e

priee.

Bpain,

moderated, and the strength which supported, the -
power of Hadrian and the Antonines. We shall
now endeavour, with clearness and precision, to
describe the provinces once united under their
sway, but at present divided into so many inde-
pendent and hostile states: oo - 3

Spain, the western extremity of the empirg,
of Burope, and of the ancient world, has, i
limits ; the Pyrenean mountains, the T 1

:

ranean, and the Atlantic ocean, That gm
peninsule, at present so unequally divided be=-

v Seo Lijaigy, d= Magoitug, Bam. &), e & The sixieen lae chutfm
tere of Vegetlus relate to naval affiies g

+ Valmire, Siccle e Lotk XTV, 7. 28, Tt must, however; beTs,
membered, thet France still feels that extroordisary effort. -

Sl it SR
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tween two sovereigns, was distributed by An- ‘“1‘,""'*

gustus into three provinces, Lusitania, Beetica,
and Tarraconensis, - The kingdom of Portugal
now fills the place of the warlike country of the
Lusitanians ; and the loss sustained by the for-
mer, on the side of the east, is compensated by
an acoession of territory towards the north. The

of Spain, Gullicia, and the Asturias, Biscay and
Navarre, Leon, and the two Castiles, Murcia,

Valencia, Catalonia, and Arragon, all costri-
buted to form the third and most considerable of
the Roman governments, which; from the name
of its capital, was styled the province of Tar-
ragona  Of the native barbarians, the Celti-
berians were the most powerful, as the Canta-
brians and Asturians proved the most obstinate.
Confident in the strength of their mountains, they
were the last who submitted to the arms of Rome,
and the first who threw off’ the yoke of the Arabs.

Ancient Gaul, as it contained the whole couns Gau

tey between the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Rhine,
and the ocean, was of greater extent than mo-
dern France- To the dominions of that power-
ful monarchy, with its recent acquisitions of Al
sace and Lorraine, we must add the duchy of

* ‘Biep Sirabe, L il 1t ja ntural enadgh fo suppose thrt Arragon
g h'_.'l‘manmuh aml severnl modarma who have weitten

‘ﬂ- wurds as synunymoin.  [F is, however, eertaln,
& dittle stream which falls from the Tyrences inta
n-m firse gave lis name 10 & countey, and gradually to @ kings
#am, Ser d'Agville, Geographie du Muyen Age, p. 181,

Eaal



the Loire and the Seine was styled the

from the celebrated cojony of Lugdunum, or

‘stanoe, and the Gallic frontier of the Rhine,

ke ¥ . - 1
¥, the cantons of Switzerland, the four elees
ates of the Rhine, and the territories of Liege,

‘Luxemburg, Hainault, Flanders, and Brabant.

When Augustus gave laws to the conquests of :
his futher, he introduced o division of Gaul,
equally adapted to the progress of the legions, j
to the course ufﬂﬂnrﬁvalp.thﬂprin&pl |
national distinetions, which had comprehended
above an hundred independent states” The {
appellation from the colony of Narbonne. The
government of Aquitaine was extended from the
Pyrences to the Loire. The country betwess

‘Qaul, and soon borrowed a new denomi

very eagerly embraced so flattering o

under the reign of the Ajmmm&mhﬁ_
¥ m :Eldﬂﬂ and Al B = 1Sl ’nﬁf'n’ A 'r....-, .
s i 1 Y e e PR o i st s

the expita! LDy errivory of each ware. B P
tareh and App ! - of tribes 1o \reg o four bt

drod.
¢ D"Anville, Notice de "Anclenne Gaul. |
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provinces of Gaul; the Narbonnese, Agquitaine, rpap,
the Celtic, or Lyonnese, the Belgic, and the two
We have already had occasion to mention the Briwi,

conquest of Britain, and to fix the baundary of

the Roman provinee in this island, Tt compre-
hended all England, Wales, and the bowlands of
Scotland, as far as the friths of Dunbarton ur
country was irregularly divided between thirty
tribes of barbarians, of whom the most consider-
able were the Belgs in the west, the Briguntes

in the north, the Silures in South Wales, and
the Teeni in Norfolk and Suffolk® As far as

we can either trace or credit the resemblance of
manners and langunge, Spain, Gaul, and Britain
were peopled by the same hardy race of savages.
Before they yielded to the Roman arms, they
often disputed the field, and often renewed the
contest. After their submission, they eonstituted
the western division of the European provinces,
which extended from the ﬁmmﬂﬂ%
the wall of Antoninus, and from the mouth af't]
‘Tagus to the sources of the Rhine and Danube.

" Before the Roman conquest, the country which tay.
I8 now called Lombardy was not considered as

@ part of Italy. It had been occupied by a pov-
erful colony of Gauls, who, settling themselves
along the banks of ‘the Po, from Piedmont to
Romagna, carricd their arms and diflused their
. mame from the Alps to the Appenine. The

- Pl T

“ Whitaker's History of Manchester, vl. i, ¢, &
DL, ) D
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CHAR ans dwelt on the rocky coast, which now

M forms the republic of Genoa.  Venice was yet
== inborn : but the territories of that state which
lie to the east of the Adige, were inhabited by
the Venctianse The middle part of the pen=
insula that now mﬁﬂuﬂlr of Tuseany
and the ecclesiastical state, was the ancicnt scat
of the Ftruscins and Umbrians; to the former:
of whom Italy was indebted for the first rudi-
of the Sabines, the Latins, and the Voleri, 3
from that river to the frontiers of Naples, was
the theatre of her infant victories. On that ces
umphs, their suceessars adorned villas, and their
posterity have erected convents® Capia and
Hnﬁﬁ.ﬂﬂ&emtﬂmhngdammmhnhﬂ
by many warlike nations, the Mursi, the Samn--
nites, the Apulians, and the Lucanians; and the
senocoasts had been covered: by the flourishing
colonies of the Greeks. - We may remark, that

frRt L
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The European prov f Rome were pro- CHAR: -
tected by the course of pe and the Danube. _ °
The: Istterﬁt‘thmnﬂghtym which rises The Ds.
at the distance of mﬂrm miles from the i
former, flows alove T

anuth enst,m!httathetﬂhte

of Iﬁl"ﬂgﬂﬂe rivers nm:l is nt lmgtb, thmu_r.,rh
i!ln I

Wﬂt@l‘ﬂ-' Tht. | provinces of’ the I}nnube iunh
aciuired the general appellation of Hiyricam, or
the nmw md*wmuhmdtham

Hln tm. hurmum. Pnunnmn, Dnlmutm. I}nﬁu
- Mesia, Thrace, Maredonia, and Greece.

The province of Rhaetia, which soon extin-Rbets
guished the name of the Vindelicians, extended
from’ the summit of the Alps to the banks of the
Danube ; from its source, as far as its conflux
Wwith the Inn.  The greatest part of the flat

country is subject to tﬁ&%&d& var ._*:ﬂlﬂ
ﬁtrtﬁ-&nﬂuhurgupmtwud ! n
empire; the Griym:m

their mountaing, and the country of Tyrol is
runked among ‘the numerons provinces of the
house of Austria.

The wide extent of territory which is inchided Nericom

il Pane

hﬂtﬂ'ﬂ'm the Inn, mmﬂmﬁ m.mnu

*‘MYWI et Gréce et Asin Mincure, ktiu.lﬂll.

' The wwﬂ.mﬁrsﬁm origimally beinnged o the ses-conxt of
the Hudelutie, and waa gridfually extended by the Moinana (rom (B
Mg.tnthlnh:uu. 'l-!uh:wmim.:.l,n: L A

" 2




36 #‘ﬁm INE AND FALL
* ciar. Austria, Styria, Carinthia, Carniols, the Lower
- thglrj' . and Seclavonia, was known to the an-
cients under the names of Noricum and Panno-
nin. In their original state of independence,
their fierce inhabitantswere intimately connected.
Under the Roman government they were fre-
qnﬂly'mﬁnﬂ'wnmmpﬁtﬁmm:}'
ofasingle family. They now contain the residence
of & German prince, who stiles himself emperor
of mmu&wm centre, a5 well as
trength, of thé Austrian power. It may not
be improper to observe, that if we except Bo-
hemia, Moravia, the northern skirts of Austria,
and n part of Hungary between the Teyss and

the Danube, oll the i of the house
of Austria wére com ‘within the limits of
thmlmmpue. 'u,lg_;_;b

properly belonged, was a long but narrow tract,
between the Save and the Adriatic. The best
part of the ses-coast, which still retains its ancient
appellation, is a province of the Venetian stal 3
and the seat of the little republic of Ragusa. ¥
inland parts have assumed the Sclavonian names
of Croatia and Bosnia; the former obeys an
Austrian governor, the latter a Turkish pasha;
but the whole country is still infested by tribes
of barbarians, whose savage independence irre-
gularly marks the doubtful limit of the christian
and mahometan power.! d

VA Venetlan traveller, ‘the Abbate Portis, has lately given o1
mmmﬁmrljmm But the geographyand
antigaities of the western [lyricmn can he expected only ﬁﬂl# ]

munificence of (he emperor, its sovereim.
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After the Danube lml;m:ved the waters of ﬂﬂtu.
the Teyss and the Save, it acquired, at least
among the Greeks, the name of Ister® It for. Meis s
nmﬂyxhnﬂedh{mﬂﬂﬂmmmru[
which, as we have already seen, was a conguest
of Trajan, and the only province beyond the
river. If we inquire into the present state of
t.ﬁuue:mnt:im. mdmllﬁiuiﬁlll.mthehﬂ

have hmn nnni:m:d ﬂfl:fl‘ THIl-i:I}' revolutio
the crown of Hungary ; whilst the principalities

of Moldavia and Walachia acknowledge the
supremacy of the Ottoman Porte.  On the right
hand of the Danube, Mesia, which, during the
middle ages, was broken into the barbarian king-

‘doms of Servia and Bulgaria, is again united in
Turkish slavery.

The appellation of Roumelia, which is nhllThrm
bestowed by the Tuarks on the EXLENSIVe COUNtHies nn wed
of Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece, preserves the Y=
memory of their ancient state under the Roman
empire. In the time ﬂﬁem the mar-
tial regions of Thrace, from the mountains of
Hamus and Rbodope, to the Bosphorus and the
ﬂtliemm assumed the form of & province.
Notwithstanding the changre of masters and of
religion, the new city of Rome, founded by
Constantine on the banks of the Bosphorus, has
ever since remained the capital of a great me-
nnn‘:h;r The kingdom of Macedonia, which,

"‘hhrhlu the confines of Fafria, -d.wmwﬂﬂl
by the mera curly Greeks a8 the principsl stresm of the Danube.

D8
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rthe reign of Alexander, gave laws to Asin,
‘more solid advintages from the policy.

™ of the two Philips : and, with its dependencies of

Epirus and Thessaly, extended from the Hgean
to the Toninn sea. When we reflect on the fame
of Thebes and Argos, of Sparta and Athens, we
can scarcely persuade ourselves, that so many
immortal republics of ancient Greece were lost in
a single province of the Roman empire, which,
Suels was the state of Europe under the Roman.
emperors, The provinces of Asia, without ex-=§
cepting the transient conquests of Trujan, are all
comprehended within the limits of the Turkish
power. ~But, instead of following the arbitrary
divisions of despotism and ignorance, it will be -
safer for us, as well as more agreeable, to observe
the indelible charncters of nature. The name of
Asia Minor is attributed, with some propriety, to
the peninsuls, which, confined betwixt the Eux-+
ine and the Mediterranean, advances from the
Euphrates towards Europe, The most mw;
and flourishing distriet, westward of mount Tau- -
rus and the river Halys, was dignified by the
Romans with the exelusive title of Asie. The -
jurisdiction of that province extended over the
ancient monarchies of Troy, Lydia, and Phrygia,
the maritime countries of the Pamphylions,
Lycions, and Carians, andﬂw-ﬂrmnn colonies
of lonia, which whw. though not in
arins, the clory of their parent. The kingdoms
of Bithvnia and Pontus possessed the northern :
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side of the peninsula from Lunstnntmnpia to
Trebizond. On the oﬂﬂegﬂm the province
of Cilicia was tamul;lmlhy the mnuntnms of

hej'nm]t e Danube e,
the sovereignty of the empr.-rnrs. and recmtd

at their h.nndaﬁu.hq'__mbulmj princes or Roman

those savage countries.”

39
CHAP.

E LR

Under the sucecessors of Alexander, Syna Syria,

Pheenleia,

~was the seat of the Selencidaz, who reigned over | pyc..
Upper Asia, till the successful revolt of the Par- tie=

thians confined their dominigns between the
Euphrates and the Mediterranean,  When Syria
became suliject 5_&& Romans, it formed the

castern frontier of their empire; nor did that

,pmmue. in its utmost lathﬂa, any
 than the mountains of Cap

g‘gt towards the mth, the confities of
'Egypt. and the Red sea. Pheenicia and Pales-
tine were sometimes anpnexed to, and sometimes
separated from, the jurisdiction of Syria. The
former of these was o narrow and rocky cmt
thp hl.tﬂr was a tnrr&mrmdympamr to

s ol Arrian. Hr:mumlﬁlmﬁn{ﬂu
L _lﬂimqrnl'll[npmﬂl.&
" '_"l.:t, p* 2 e _.
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Wales, either in ferﬂlitynrnxtmt Yet Phe- .
i _'1 Palestine will for ever live in the
iy of mankind, since America, as well as

' Enrape. has received letters from the one, and

Figype.

religion from the other.” A sandy desert, alike
destitute of wood and water, skirts along the
doubtful emtﬁpeﬂ&;‘u,ﬁum the Euphrates to
the Red sen. The wandering life of the Arabs.
was inseparably connected mth their independ-
enee : mld w ]J.LI'E\ l.r an & spots. less I:mn‘!m

Roman empire ’
The geographers of antiquity have frequent
hesitated Lo what portion of the globe they shoul
ggp}'.“ "By its situation, that cel :
included within the immense penin-
Africa; butltmncmnih]eunlynutht T
side df.&ﬁn, whose revolutions, in almost every
period of history, Egypt has humbly obeyed. A.n.
preefect was seated an the splendid throne
ufthu Ptolemys; and the lrnnmqtre ul'tht 1

*Thnpmgrennrnﬂ;lmmm The use of
s introduend among the. wavages of Burepe aboot ffteen b
Ehm" thﬁﬂaﬂlhﬂmmﬂhmw

‘!
» Dion Casshity mmy.m: - A
armmﬂﬂmmm-mm o
ﬂhnlu&“ﬂ s the bwniuydmpl_lﬁh '_
Mels, I'lioy, Sallust, Hirtlos, and Solinus, humnm-am L
purpose the westarn branel of the Nile, or even the great mihe
ritin uhnﬁjﬂhww-um et ouly Egrpts i

but part af L
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Mamalukes is mwmthﬂhqndu of a Turkish cuar.

L

pasha, The Nile ﬂnn.ﬂuwlr'th country above

Etehumiredmdm&mﬁ!&wi;ﬂﬂmum
thmmmﬂmwmmthe
evardstio st andaia

them&ﬁta&wkmlcmr, afterwards

extends above fifteen hundred mjles yet so .
clmelyls:tpmudmmtheﬂadﬂwﬂﬂ-l

The eastern dlnxuru was ﬁms:deretl l:qr ﬂll.'
mans as the more peculier and praper province
of Africa. Till the arival of the Phonician
colonies, that fertile country was inhabited by
the Libyans, the most savage of mankind. Un-
der the immediate jurisdiction of Carthage, it
became the centre of commerce and empire ;
bat the republic dw is now degenerat-
nd.inmthefeehlc and disorderly. '
mﬂ‘l‘uml The military government of x
sesthe wide extent of Numidia, as it was
pnm united ‘under Massinissa and Jugurtha : but
lﬂhenmeﬂfm the limits of Numidia
were contracted ; and, at leust, two thirds of the
country acquicsced in the name ‘of Mauritunin,
with the epithet of Casariensis. The
or country of the -

ﬁlﬁ_-ﬁq m city of [mgu,‘ nqm!!'-




s distinguishe h;.F H:-e appellation of Tin.

. is repressnted by the modern Kingdam.

“of Fez. Sallé, on the ocean, so infamous at -

preﬂ-nt for its ]umtwpl depredations, was noticed

by the Romans, as the extreme ohject of their

power, and almost of their geography. A city.

of their Imﬂ be discovered near

‘the residence of the barbarian whom

we condescend to qt_*, le the ::mperur u:-F Mo-
roceo 3 h':ll-- b doupene appear that his mum.-

iy -."*'-:"‘1 ‘“w&e ever mrupmhmu]mi w Iim-m
" man province. The western parts of Afvica arg
mtemt,ted by the hranches of mount Atlas ﬁ.l

: by the fancy of poets;® k

3 ; -il now -diffused over the nrnmnm

ocean that rolls between the ancient and the new
continent.”

The Mail- Hmiﬁgmwrmahed Lhemmut of the Roman

T empire, we may observe that Alrica is dmdnif

steds  from Spain by a narrow strait of about twelve

miles, through which the Atlantic flows into t
Mediterranean, The _gnw of 'Ee:lml]m, e
fumons among the ancients, were two wuﬁm"

mhu‘ﬁl ¥ ﬁﬁlﬂtﬂrmﬂhlﬁhﬁjm
whiels reitra 108 Rl Vet b ehotids, and eeeins 1o umpport tha hem S
E ﬂrpﬂimuﬁumutmqﬁﬂmﬂl'

llq’ﬂmnlrl'hwdthlﬂ and “‘Wﬂﬂ]‘t .
thie 1" mu;,ht engage the uﬂ‘d? thie Gk poets- %
Hintaie Nawrelle, wm. by po 31 mmm\fﬂ%

K m_.z‘
O }'w Utc Canary ulhl!s a0 th 5"' |

¢
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which seemed to bave been torn asunder by some cHA®:
convulsion of the ek'maﬂl.. and at the foot of o
the Eurnpenn ‘mountain, the ﬂn'ttw'nf Gibiral-

tar is now seated. T'he whole extent of the Me-
diterrancan sea, its w‘iﬁﬁnm were
comprised withi e Roman dominion,  Of the
Inrgﬁrm the two Baleares, which derive

their nams uf mmmﬁm t!u:u:.

l.n Epam, tlm Intttr.lu (-rml Th'ﬂmn . &
to deplore the fate, than to describe the n.f_'tu.tl
eundnm ni' Cm *-'I'm Iu.lum mvm:gns

smaller islands of (;-reeu :mc] A':m hﬂ'ﬂi‘ beﬁn'
"subdued by the Turkish arms, whilst the little
rock of Malta defies their power, and has emer-
ged, under the government of its military order,
into I:amn and opu!.mte

qﬂﬂm real or n.E'wnd moderntion of
the -:mpemm.'tfny permitted themselves to des-
pise, and sometimes to forget, the outlying coun-
tries, which had been left in the enjoyment of a
barbarous independence ; and they gradually
umr.pml #.hﬁ licence of cﬂufﬂdhding the Rllﬂnu
ml:qmﬂywﬂh the globe of the earth. But the

“Huﬁnnfhnhmrmﬂ,j By 65 s 9, ; Spoe ey
wielul eolleetion. [



.

i e 1

cnu_ m"ﬂﬂnﬂhﬂﬁw of a modern his.

torian requirea more sober and mmelungm

—'@gmymprmtjmrhungenfthegmtm

of Rome, by observing that the empire was above.
two thousand miles in hreadth, from the wall of ;
Antoninus and the northern limits of Dacia, to
mount Atlas and the tropic of Cancer ; that it ex- ;
Mﬁl&gﬁl mnret.hnntheﬂhmmdmﬂm
from the westcru ocean to thl_ Euphrltes M&.J J

B oxe

to contain ahove ﬁlxh‘.tll hundred thous
square miles, for the most part of fertile and wel
cultivated land." : :

*mrm-ﬂnmd&nﬂhﬂ;hlldlﬂﬂlml
dosten's Jexming and his mape.
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ness of Rome. T]jL sovereign Df' llm Rmm
deserts commands a larger portion of the globe. ment.
In the mm{h mmm:r ﬁfte:r Iiiqumge uf thc
trophies on the ﬁmﬂm‘ : :
_ less than a century, the lrrl:smtlble ng'lu anﬂ
the Mogul princes of his race, spread their cruel
devastations and transient empire from the sea
of China to the confines of Egypt and Germany.*
Bat the firm edifice of Roman power was raised
mdpmerwd by th&wmium of ages, The obe-
dient provinces of T and the Antunmﬂ
. were united hjrlaws,nm]ndnhml
might occasionally suffer from t'hn
of delegated authority ; but the general
of government was wise, simple, and bencficent.
They enjoyed ﬂg religion of their ancestors,
whilst in civil honours and advantages they were
exalted, by just degrees, to an equality with their
tenliuﬂ‘irs. : -2 e
* They weso erected about the miifway betwien Lahar anil Delbl.
The eaniquests of Alexander in Hindostun were confingd t2 the Pare

illlnlﬂﬂlh:‘ﬂtn'ilqlhiuptnINrn:nlpfmlnm Sos
¥ See M. de Guignes, Histoires des Hums, L 3, 2w, and xvik




%?

~ “The sujr h‘*ﬂ f"“hﬂ Pﬂnpli‘wnnn embit,

1. The polic Mﬁewmﬁem :
far as it concerned religion, was happily se-
ded by the reflections of the enlightened, and

by the habits of the superstitions, part of their
subjects. The various modes of worship, which
prevailed in the Roman world, were all cone
sidered Ly the people as. true; by the
pﬂmu,phﬂ- as equally false; and by the ma- 3
gistrate as equaﬁy useful. Ju:ul thus t,ulemtium*
pmdumd : ual ! L W'—'!‘

R £ -

--_-. -
o

tered by any mixture of theological rancoury

nor was it confined by the chains of any spects ]
lative -~ The devout polytheist, th =
m"& ‘Gmﬂm‘{ﬂnﬂlhﬂ rlul-:-‘.

with lm_.phmt fuith, the different religions GI’
earths !’%Wihdﬁ', and curiosity, a dre
or' iﬁlm n l‘mgll-hl' disorder, or a dis
Journey, tually disposed him to mult
Eﬁeﬁﬁﬁﬂuﬂ his belief, and to enlarge the list
of his protectors. The thi of the

gun mythulngy wWas m ¢ o

:r.

Diost coptrast I Bussues®s Universal H
&n mtnlhhﬂ.lgith npp:'q.r ey the conduet)
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{_,f_mua of the Nile.
lh]c powers of ual.un, I..lu planLls, n.ml I.iu. rJe—

ul!eg'unr Lun virtue, :md evien 1'u:t1-. A
el its divine representative; every art and
fession its patron, whose stiributes, in the most
distant ages and countries, were uniformly de-
rived from the character of their peculiar vota-

,ﬂﬂ- A rep\:ﬂhnfgpdxut‘sach opposite tom-

: of rmhqmtn, that tim
nﬂ,{lﬂlls were less qttllntmi to the difle renee, then
to the rescmblance &ﬂu:u* religions.
The Gmk. the R‘unm, : 1

-

o

i mmdthwuap
nse very cleur Mmmiﬂmm bk of the Ha¥s in the
Gireek pri Vimedny Bor M. Pupe, withoat 1:#:1:&115[1!, Tns fims
;muhhnh“d Hamer, y _
*

47

who had died for the benefit of their country, ci’rm
were Exdlﬂdmnm&pqhﬁlh&mmurm:q,



a8 W-m

cuAr. Wﬂlﬁrrﬂpﬁcﬁvudm milrp&. ‘!
‘sunded themselves, that under various nm
'ﬁd with various ceremonies, they adored ﬂi»
“same deities. The elegant mythology of Hum& ;
gave a beautiful, and almost a regular form, to §
the pnlrthﬂmnf he ancient world.” 21
% - The philosophers of Greeee deduced their mo.
vuls from the nature of man, rather ﬂmni.‘rﬁg
that of God. They meditated, however, on the

peculatic ,: _1, ;I: i .

disphayed the strength and weakness of the hy 1
understanding.t Of the four most celebra
schools, the atulr.‘-i and the plnmmsta endeave

of thnm.'.tennc and pm-fm:tmusd' the first c
but as it was impossible for them to conceive
creation of matter, the workman in the
M?ﬂﬂmﬁmﬂymmnguuhw] ;
the work: whilst, on the contrary, the spiritus
gudﬂfPhtnnndhmdjsuplﬂ,dem
rather than a substance. The opinions nf
academics and epicureans were of a less
ous cast; but whilst the modest science of

rmer induced them to doubt, the positive & |

* Ses, far instiance, Ciesar &4 Bell. Gall. vi, 17, Within s ¢
“’mmnﬂ"mwpﬁﬂmﬂ#ﬂmm M
~rury, Mars, Apotlo, A
 ThE SRR pock of Clows hmbm-m.hih
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norance of the latter urged them to deny, the cuae.
pmﬁemﬂnwm The spirit of “'__
inquiry, prompted by emulation, and

by freedom, had &nﬂlﬂ the public teachers of
philosaphy into a contending sects; but

themgewm o, from cvery part, re-

ey -nndthen!hermtuuflemmng
_empire, wmnhknmsl:mctéd.m

mm

that a philosopher should accept, as rlmne truths,
the idle tales of the poets, and the incoherent

traditions ;:nt:qmtr i or, that he should adore,
mmeﬂ as men ! Againum

- adversaries, Cicero condescended to employ the
arms of reason and eloquence; but the satire of
Lucian was o much more adequate, as well as
maore efficacious, weapon. We may be well as-
sired, that a writer conversant with the world,
would never have ventured to expose the gods
of his country to publie nimle, had they not
already been the objects secret M
among the polished and enlightened orders of
l’ocidy'?

waﬂhiuding the fashionable irreligion
which prevailed in the age of the Antonines,
both the interests of the priests, and the credulity
of the people, were sufficiently respected. In their
writings and conversation, the philosophers of

Ilﬂnmwﬂum that, in thls.rrmpm“h blie
mmﬂnﬁnﬁmlmmnmulnhmm
their eficacy.

YOL, 1. B



50 A DECLINE AND FALL
..‘; 1y asserted the independent dignity of rea-
i 'liur]r resigned their actions to the come
il u["ln.w and of custom. Viewing, with 1
- smile of pity and indulgence, the various errors
nf the yulgar, they diligently practised the cere-
manies of their fathers, devoutly frequented the
temples. of the gods, and sometimes condescend-.
ing ta act a part on the theatre uf.mmtmn.r
they concealed the sentiments of an atheist un-

fn

It was uuhffernnl to them whm. ulm[m Lhe o

<

der the sages ilul.u.l cobes.. 1&5&11.;1:5'.11['.?“&] A"

[3
af the multitude might choose to assume ; um;j

the_', approached, with the sl inward contem -r:t

tl;r;pﬂ_,\‘m rem the altars
the Lybian, the Olynqmm, or the Capitoline Ji
ﬁ‘!ﬁ‘h to concei ﬁ'um Im "“““"‘-1:
o the CAsy ﬂ: what
SR nph-itﬂ“pmwtlm coulid introduce itself ints
the Roman councils. The magistrates could n
he actuated by a blind, though honest bigotry,
since the magistrates were clyes  philoso-
phers; and the school of Al had.gim laws
to the senate. They could not be impefled by
0, or avarice, as lﬁetlmpor‘nl il fﬂlﬂ?}

¥ o -
=TT T e
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- pontiff was constantly exercised by the emperors cuar.

- thomselves. They knew and valued the advan- "
tages of religion, as it is connected with civil go-
vernment. They encouraged the public festivals,
wmmm the manners of the .
They of divination, as a con-
venient) ant, of policy; and theyrespected,
# ﬂi& lﬁ'mm buu;l uf mty,themful N

i
‘ the avenging gmlq But “hllst they m_lew-
l' ledged the general advantages of religion, they
! wmmﬁﬂﬁd,ﬂlltﬂmvmm&ww-
[ _pm “and that, In mer} cmm"fr_r. he forn
" wuperstition, which had received the sanction of
time and experience, was the best adapted to
the climate, and to its inhabitants. Avarice and crvbced o
taste very frequently despoiled the vanquished
3 nations of the elegant statues of their gm.fs, and
‘%nd:nmmhufthw temples:® but, in
the exercise of the refigion which they derived
ﬁ‘nmthurnn:esmrs.they nifarmly experient
the i:nl:lulgunr:e and even proteetion, of tiltﬂ
man The province of Gaul seems,
anil indee Hly'mnsi an exception to this uni-
versal toleration. Uniler the specious pretext of
Rbﬂidxmg liuman miﬂces. the emperors Tibe-

— 1'_ '

UUPoletiiag, L vi, o 58, 54 .‘lur‘lkhl.. “xiil, taments, that
Ihﬁnﬁhw::.-.hm had ot moch of its effect, £5F

.'H'm"m!irljm-uu Tircrtum, Amileacia, m &e. w
ﬂ I i Cleera (Actio i, Orow 4y, ﬂ ﬂuum.l].
fractice’ mﬁ@.mﬂum of Juvenal,

_IS

?r‘-‘
__I



5 fHE DECLINE AND PALL

CHAP. rimm'mth!mppmﬂed the dangerous power

of the druids:' but the priests themselves, their

_and their altars, subsisted in peaceful ob-
seurity till the final destruction of paganism.®

sfome  Rome, the ecapital of a great monarchy, was
incessantly filled with subjects and strangersfrom
every part of the world,® who all introduced
and enjoyed the favourite superstitions of their
native country,” Every city in the empire was

Wiu ancient
: Roman senate using the
‘sometimes iﬁfm ed to

The

check this inundation of foreign rites.

Egyptian superstition, of all the most contempts |

ible and abject, was frequently prohibited ; the

L

temples of Serapis and Isis demolished, and their

worshippers banished from Rome and Italy?
But the zeal of fanaticism prevailed over the cold

and feeble efforts of policy. The exiles re-
turned, theproselytes multiplied, the temples were
vestored with increasing splendour, and Isis and.

o -

| Sueton. in Clood—Plin. Hist. Nat. xxx, L i
= Pulloutier Mistoire des Celtes, tom. ¥, p 290-957. '
= Seneea Consolat, ad Helvizm, p. T4  Edit Lips | i=H
* Diomysiun Wallesen. Antiquitst. Roman, L i e
» fa the year of Home 701, the bemple of Tuis and Scrupis wa
wu’_mmur the sennte {Dion Cassius, 1. 31,p. B58
it eyen by the hands of the consul (Valerius Muximus, 1,3 M
i the disath of Casar, it was restured, at the public expesce (Dieny
Loalvii, p 301} Whsn Augristes wios in Egypts be roversd the
majesty of Serspis (Dion, L1, p 64723 but in the Pomusiss of
Home, and o mile rousnd It, he prohibited the wonliip of the Egype
tian gode (Hon, L 15, p. 679, L v, pe. 085%  They remaingd, hew:
mulwnrh:hmmmm {(Owid. 8¢ Art, Amand. Ly
F and » msccessor, (il the justhcs of Titerius was proveksd
to soie iz of severily. ?hmjml- i, 85, Joueph Amth

yuit, I avhi; o 3h
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Sﬂrqu at length assumed their place among the cnu
Roman deities." Nor was ‘this inﬂulgenr:e LA

the common le:npte of her ﬁuhjﬂﬁﬁ und thf:
dom of the mtj was bestowed on all thegudauf .
mankind.! o

mnt citizens, had checked the fﬂrtune, ::md !mst-
ened the ruin of Athens and Sparta. The
aspiring genius of Rome sacrificed vanity to am-
bition, and deemed it more prudent, as well as
honourable, to adopt virtue and merit for her
own, wheresoever they were found, among slaves
or strangers, enemics or barbarians.*  During
the most flourishing era uf*ﬁu enj
mnnwullh, the number of citizens.

creased from about thirty * fo twnnty-mtﬂim-

!Tmunhnhlmhi.-p.i'l.dlr.!h!mp. lem ia-
*lined to anribute teir etablisliment to the devotion of the Fiavian

¥ Bes Livy, 1. xi. and xxix.
h‘mm Liily e B He gives us a form of erocss

‘Hmﬂh#minumﬂu,pn MnLtI a1l

* Tacit, Annal. 31, 24 The Orbis Romsnus of l.huhmﬂpn
heim iy & cpnplets hintory of the progresive admissian” @l Latium,
Lialy, snd the provinces, to the freedom of Home,

* Herodotus, ¥, 97, Tt should secm, howeser, that be fullomed
& lange 054 popular estimation,

E'S



SO b

33“ DECLINE AND mﬂ; s
saml? If, on the contrary, we study the gmwth
_of ths  Roman republic, we may discover, that,

H" ithstanding the incessant de mands of wars

and colonies, the citizens, who, in the &lﬂ oef=
sus of Servius Tullius, amounted to 1o more
than eighty-three thousand, ‘were multiplied, be-
fore the commencement of the social war, to the
number of four hundred and sixty-three thou-
sand men, ah% ins, in l-hﬂ ﬂcrﬂnLuf

‘ﬁ! ﬁquﬂl 1 n';‘ll:;.-lll piid '. »
senate, indecd, preferred the chance n{' arms '-m:t.
1gnrmnmmw cmm-mﬂun The Samnites and the

paid the severe penalty of their rus&_;, |
mess bt | mﬂ‘mnur the Italian states, ‘as |
successively returned to their duty, were admi
Miumlhrlnmm af the republic,® andm
mw;wm ruin 6f public freadom, Uns
dgr a democratical government, the citizens gﬁ;
‘ercise the powers of sovereignty ; und those
powers wi]} be first ahused, and a[tiu'wnrr]s lost,

if thc;r are committed t&m ield multihadn‘
tion of the emperors, the

: ished from the vanquish-

us the first and '~Mw_'_

ver ri-

pid, was no Iungnfﬂposnﬂ ﬁlm dml-gtﬂ-

* Atheniwtiuy Delprosophist. b v lﬂ.mﬂmnbm ~Mqure
siun de Forrunk Attie, o, &

i‘ﬁ.‘“;, Eurate & .' _Muf Hﬂw L

M. i Bestifirs, Repulilique Mapmaine, 1. tv, . 4, R [

v Appinn. e Bell. Civilu L i Ti:llmu Paterculis; ), p.l,:-'llpﬂl
17,
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Vet the wisest princes, who adopted the maxims

768 0 ul béer

' * ~ten .ii; all the !nﬁ:htnuts o -ihé

ﬂmﬂﬁ Ilm‘t.ant rl:st.lnctlun was pmserw:tl
FEn LAtaly T r{:"_. _| 8 ‘._.I. [IIIt'__ﬂ'"

firm hasis of the nns.lituth'm. Ttaly clai ned
; birth, or at least the residence. of the emperors
1 ._nnd themﬁ mmﬁmxmmm

nu:iiml eur[mmtmns, f‘-::-ruwt[ p.’l"Eer tlir.-

model of the capital, were intrusted, under the
_immediate eye of the supremie power, with the
* execution of the laws. From the foot of the
Aipn to the extremity of Calabiria, all the natives
lta!yweiy hltl:t EII:IREM ﬂf 'Rtrme. T”fm:r

By ;mw-

mh of’ L awri

L= '.ui.L mablrp-dhhlmnnnihrdnf n landed
operty Tn 1ty . See Plin. |. v, .-p.lm The h‘-nt—.rn-

S S A S ey 2

55

cﬂu
L

- Ttaly,
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. hgww sons. Had she always confined the

m

of Romans to the ancient families
the walls of the city, that immortal name’

would have been deprived of some of its noblest

omaments. Virgil was a native of Mantua;; Ho-
race was inclined to doubt whether he should'
call himsnlfanApulﬂn or a Lucanian; it was in
Padua that an historian was found worthy to re-
cord the majestic series of Roman victories. The
patriot family of the Catos. emerged from Tus-

culnm; and the little town of Arpinum claimed
the doublc honour of producing Marius anl! Ci-

cero, the former of whom deserved, after Ro-
mulus and Camillus, to be styled the third

founder of Rome; and the latter, after saving.

his country from the designs of Catiline, enabled
her to contend with Athens for the palm of e!u-

quence.!
Thﬂpmvmufthe-p:re(astheylmﬁ

been described in the preceding chapter) were

destitute of any puhhr: force, or constitutional
freedom. In Etruria, in Greece,® and in Gaul,”

1twnstheﬁrstmreufthewmdmﬂvzthm '

dangerous confederacies, which tanght mankind,

that as the Roman arms prmﬂe&bydwmum.

" mmpljldm?m-mmrhnruu d jives
the clearest and mest comprebensive view of lh-mi‘  umilee
the Cenar,

* See Pausanias, 1. vii. mlmmmwtmmtm
muﬂmm-mmqmﬁumuw

‘Mmm HE mnumu—
tempts, with very litle s the nssewablies of Gaal
were contimed under Mdri’luhﬁmmﬁ'_

1a Momarehie Frangoise, 1, i.rl

*
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they might be resisted by union. Those princes, cuar,
~ whom the ostentation of gratitude or generosity
permitted for a while to hng}n Fﬂﬂﬂml %
tre, were dismissed from their thrones, as soon as
they had Mmﬂmm f
shioning to the yoke the vanquished nat
The free states and cities which llnr.i emhranul.
thumufnmne,wm ewarded wit

exercised by the ministers of the H‘.‘I]lt.l‘: M:tl uf
and thntauqmmy was a.lanlute.

]ldnl:'l‘: and ubed:em:e -::i' Ttuh', were exten ded o
the most distant conquests. A nation of Romans
was gradually formed in the provinces, by the
double expedient of introducing colonies, and of
admitting the most faithful and deserving of the
prwmcmlu to the freedom of Rome.

% Wheresoever the Roman conquers, he in-foumin
¢ habits,” ﬁawmmnmur hem'
confirmed by history and experience.. The na-""™
tives of Italy, allured by pleasure or by interest,
hastened to enjoy the advantages of victory: and
we may remark, that about forty years after the
reduction of Apn. eighty thousand Romans were
massacred in one day, by the cruel orders of
Mithridates.* 'I'hmwhutnryujlu were en-

llﬂnhﬁnﬂm sad Helviam, c. &

* Memana spud Photium, e 3 Valer. Mazim. (2% Plutarch
snd Dion Cassivecmvell the massacre to 150,000 citieens,  Busdl
mwmmmuumm-ﬁﬁm pE

]



‘!'l:lth

e ngneultun, and the farm of the m.
de. But after the legions were rendered pt,'.'t-
’humt by the emperors, the provinces were
‘pbnph_-d liy a vice of soldiers; and the vetcrans,
“hethsrlhq‘ mmwcd_;lm reward of their service:
(i Tand or in money, usually s with their

ﬁtmllm. itt the country where v hind honour-

ahly spent t'mlr muth Thmughnut I.he f_-m]}:m,.
| hlgh & western | thﬂ'

: |||lmﬁﬁl'l'lfi‘i’hunﬂ*

colonies ; some of “hltll were' of a' civil, m
others of o military nature.  In their lumme_;m
and internal policy, the c¢blonies formed a
Mﬁﬁﬂéﬂﬂﬁmnf theirgrent parent; nndﬁ
‘were soon endearad (o the natives by the ties of
mmqgnmcg. they effectunlly diffuseda,
reverence for the Roman name, and a deﬁi;_r,
~which was seldom digappointed, of uhm-ing,

due *ﬁmt' ity honours and ndvnnmgu
municipal cities insensibly equalled the rank uil

splenidour of the colonies; amd, in - the reign of

Hadrian, it was &i!puwd which was the prefer-
“alile condition, of those societies which had issu-

dw those which hatl been received into,
‘of Rome! The riﬁt d’nmm

A Pweirty-five eotbmies Wee settled 1 Spoln | Mist. Natur-
i e hh.Bhlmdujmmleh.-ﬂ': ;_“m

Linculn, Ubester, Gloncoster, and llih#ﬂfﬂﬂh mum- :

eities (sce Richard of Clraveester, p.ﬂ,aui‘lrmmm Hismryel
Blachester, by €3} o0 -
i o o
hia surpeise, I of Tiict, Gades, and “Hathoy
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n the c:tien to whu:h rlun. ;_

el any public service, or displayed any I
talents, were n-wnrdfd w:th a presmt whnse

afuwlr ;.-ulgwt.s, it was still accompanied Wiﬂl

“very solid advantages,  The bulk of the people

ntqulred, with that title, the benefit of the Ro-

mEn hwn, puniqulprly in the interesting articles
of ' 'Hi, :u:ul mhﬂﬂtanﬂes uml

Rome. Mmhinu, mstead of |lmturhmg
the tranquillity q_f state, was intimiately cot-
nected with its. gml greatness: E

Whﬂﬂrwwﬂlw
u’:ﬂi venmpile, “hwever, beeane fast!
'ﬁm-!mwm ﬁh"pln*!ﬁ Csn

" At fn Wems Koeembo, . iy . 215, ﬂ-m
» Tarit, Annal o, 23, 98, Wit iv, 7%



6o m&tuﬁi AND FALL

So s '.'_ ble were the Romans of the mﬂuml;p

nguage over national manners, that it

m rthei “most serious care to extend, with the prq-
gress of their arms, the use of the Latin tunguﬁ,"*

ﬂ‘m P> The ancient dialects of Italy, the Sabine, the
Etruscan, and the Venetian, sunk into oblivion]
but in the provinces, the East was less dor—“#
than the West, to the voice of its s pres
ceptors, This obyious diﬂ'emm:t. marked the
two portions of the empire A.Mf-‘ﬁﬂﬂﬂ
colours, Which, though it was in some degree.
cancealed during the meridian splendour of pro-
sperity, berame gradually more visible, as thg:fl.
shades of night descended upon the Roman worl
The western countries were civilized by the mu:ﬂg
hands which subdued them. As soon as the
barbarians were reconciled to obedience, their
mindswere gpened toany new impressions ofknows
ledge and politeness.  The langusge of Virgil
and Cicero, though with some inevitable mix-
ture of corruption, was so universally ndﬂpud.ﬁ
Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, and Pi
that the faint traces of the Punic or Celtic i
oms were preserved only in the mountains, of
mﬂm peasants.’  Education and stud]r in-

r-mmmmm,a umummmm.ﬁ
Llpuumhptmaﬂnﬂﬂuqunl-lum L
* Apuletus xid Augnstin will apmwer for. Afvica 3 fitrabo for Spain
and Gaul g Tacitun, in the lifo of Agricols, for Britain ; and Vel
leins iiurlﬂhufnrl*nmnnu To Ihmﬂwﬂﬁl hﬂ“
of th= Inscri
" The mmﬂmhﬁwﬂﬁd“‘ﬂnm
wall, aod Armorica, W imay olbserve, that Apuleiuy reproaches o
Africam
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sensibly inspired the natives of those countries AT

with the sentiments of Romans; and Italy gmve ..
fnshmmwnﬂulnnmhﬂwm
cials. They solicited wllhmm and
obtained with more facility, the and
honours of the state : supported the na dig-
nity in lettérs® and in arms; and, at length,
mthepemnof’l‘rqu,pmﬂmadmmpum-

was very different from thnt of the hm‘bﬂ.‘rm:!.
The former had been long since civilized and
corrupted. ‘They had tﬂntﬁﬂﬁﬁtﬂiqulh-

quish their language, and to
adopt any foreign institutions. St

the prejudices, after they had lost the ﬂrtues.
of their ancestors, they affected to despise the
unpolished manners of the Roman conguerors,
whilst they were cumpclled to respect their su-
perior wisdom and power.' Nor was the influ-
ence of the Grecian langunge and sentiments con-
fined to the narrow Himits of thut once celebrated
country. Their empire, by the progress of co-
lunieunndmnqneat lmdhemﬂfmedhmthc
Hadriatic to the Euphrates and the Nile. Asia

African youth, who lved ameng the popalace, with the use of the
Punic; whilst he bad almost forgot Greek, and neither could por
would sprak Latin (Apaleg. o 596).  The greater part of St Austin’s
congreguiions wure strangees to the Punke - [

* Spain aloge produoced Columells, the Seasens, Luran, Martial,
and Quintitinn,

* Thers is mot, 1 believe, from Dionysius to Lilaniow, 2 single
Greek erltle who meutions Virgll or Horasce.  Theyaeem |gnotan
ihat the Romany lud sty good writers



on: into Sjwmandﬂgypt In their pomps
courts those princes united the elegance of
- ens with the luxury of the East, unﬂthemi}‘
ample of theidourt was imitated, at an humble
distance, bylh& higher ranks of their subjects S8
Spﬁm&ﬁwﬁﬂmﬁ@ﬁnﬂqmu
pireinto the Latin and Greek languages. To.
these we maj add a -.h-""'r— istinetion fm‘thn body

the improvements of Lhi:m lmrhqrmn‘- T
slothful effeminacy of the former exposed then
to the contempt ; the sullen ferociousness of th
Iatter e:cmtud the aversion of the mnqweruﬁ., !
*]lhunmnnm had mhm:ttedmtheﬂnmi
power, hu&ﬂtyuldmdmml or deserved the
freedom of the city ; and it was remarked, ﬂuth;
more than two hundred and thirty years clapsed,
afier the ruin of the Ptolemys, before ﬁti
Egyptian was admitted into the senate of an“
It anuﬂt,thﬁughthtlm“iﬂ- 2
tnnuuq anmhuwlfnhdnndhythumﬂ .

. """'I

Lﬁ:mhﬂrmhrmmmﬂumu{ﬂwm
ton K%, el g Bl hmtmudim:ud.lhw“ilggth U
e

.lJ'

unider the reign of Septimiue Sﬂuu’..
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tion in Italy and the western provinges. But the cnar.
elegant amusements of the Romans were not suf-_'"
fmdtumtarfemwiththwmﬁnﬁmnﬁﬁn
licy. “wmqmw he charms of

l'unui_*r, as lh-:} nm.urui ldlmn of amt‘nce i.lu! Intmr
n!!.hi, Iugu] -.hu.]:uc:tuf puhlu ictions. Thm

a liberal ‘education, who was at once a s{mngﬂr
to the Greek and to the Latin language.
It was by such institutions that the uan'nus of Blavesy
the empire.insensibly melted away into the Ro-
man name and people.  But there still remained,

in Lthe _ pvuvm. and of every fa-
iof s who enduzady
‘-‘hﬂmghh without sharing the henefits, of so-

cicty. In the free states of antiquity. the do-

s were exposed to llmwamm&rtgmr

stism.. - The perfect settlement of  the Their

Roman mpﬁmpmdml by nges of violence W
and rapine. ‘The slaves consisted, for the most

purt;ni'hnrhnnmwﬁig, taken in thousands

; 1-’--'&-

¥ Sk Vlerlaa Muximus, L i, u.!..n.l. The rerqeror Cltling
Uifrznlisml an eminemt Groclan for no mﬂmmﬂw;ﬂh s

“m#mum:m Suetonios in Clogls e 16,
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CHAP. b}‘* ¢hance of war, purchased at a vile price,
bind to a life of independence, and im-
atient to break and to revenge their fetters.

* Aginst such internal encmies, whose desperate
insurrections had more than once reduced the
republic to the brink of destruction,® the most
severe regulations,” and the most cruel treat-
ment, seemed almost justified by the great law
of self-preservation. But when the principal na-
tions of Europe, Asia, and Africa, were united
under the laws of one sovéreign, the source of
foreign supplies flowed with much Jess abundance,
and the Romans were reduced to the milder, Tt
more tedious, method of propagation. In their
pumerous families, and particularly in their
country estates, they encouraged the marriageof
their slaves. The sentiments of nature, the ha-
bits of education, and the possession of a depend-
ent species of property, contributed to afleviate
the hardships of servitude® The existence of 8
slave became an object of greater value ; and
though his happiness still depended on the ten-
per and circumstances of the master, the huma-
nity of the latter, instead of being restrained by

Ehtﬁmilmﬂuﬁmummrlm and u alare
for four deschmm, or abeut three shillings. Plutarch in Lucalls
pSL
+ Diodvrus Sienlus in Belog. Hist. . xraiv andxmvk Floras, Ty
19, ™.

b See n remmrkable instance of severity in Cleerd in Verrem, v

*kln“.nﬂihﬂhrqm;lpﬂ prmiber 7ol ine
md&uﬂqhuﬂmmn.w
masters, &e. ‘They areall, most frobily, of the imperial age.
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fear, was encouraged by the sense of his own in- CHAP.

terest. The progress of manners was accelerated

Ly the virtue or policy of the emperors ; mﬂly'
l.heedim umeh:m hﬂl*ﬂu!;

' [hg g]nw,-q, a power long Eﬂ!l'
b S .: T ﬂuturm

The Euhtm-rum ous ;msum were l"f' shed s amil,
upon a just complaint of intolerable ertme!!h

an, was nnt demed to tIur H mian slave

if he had any opportunity of rendering hu‘uﬁjf
eithernseful or agrecable, be might very naturally
expect that the diligence and fidelity of a fow
years would be rewnrded with the inestimable

gll't uf ﬁtmlum TI:H: benevolence of the master

IJF the meaner sug-
gesﬁons ui'mnﬁj' e, that the laws found
it more necessary to restrain mwm
a w and undistinguishing liberality, ‘which
L te into a very dongerous abuse.®
Tt was n'nﬂﬂm of ancient jurisprudence, that a
shave had not any v country of his own; he acquired
with Lis liberty an admission into the political
society of which Lis patron was a member. The

¥ S (hie Auguatay History, und nnh-rmlm of M. de Burigny,
fa e RN valume of the Acadomy of Thscriptiopsy upou  the

!Qtlpuhw Dilsserintion’ of M. de Buiigny, i the 37th wg
tume, s the Bommn frentmen
vioL. L F

P g
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: mm‘ AND PALL .
guences of this maxim would have prosti I
Pr nl'lheﬂomanmtytuammi
| promiscucus multitude.  Some

i
!
 exceptions were therefore provided ; and Hlé-_ p‘

honourable distinction was confined to suel

slaves only, as, for just causes, and with the ap-
probiation of the magistrate, should receive &
solemn and legnl manumision. Bven these
chosen freedimen obtained no more ‘l'.h:m the prf- ad

vate rights of L
from:

nﬂ-":

hin

ﬁ-:ﬂ.&ﬂlll .nl_'__-l::i_?;;;l:-.ﬂ__: L : .

might be the merit or fortune of their :
likewise were esteemed umworthy of o sent i
the senate : nor were the traces of a servile ofis
gin allowed to be mmple:eiy abliterated till the
third or fourth gencration.” Without destroying
the distinction of ranks, a distant prospect 5 s
freedom and bonours was presented, cven to
those whorm pride and prejudice almost m
to number among the human spevies.

It wasonce proposed to dlsmmume{;he Inves
hvnpemﬁar&u]m but it wasjustly apprehended
that there might he some danger in aequainting
them with their own numbers® Wi thuut ‘“ i
terpucting, in their utmost strictness, the M

8 iof, Jegians and m}*ﬂﬂﬂ%‘

P Spanieclom. ﬂlﬁ MLL r 16, m L2, ﬁ‘-‘ i

& Semecs o Clementity, L, & 26 The hm-tﬂilﬂr l

* Quantum perivolum innineeer o seeal pmerane, oy ol

gt s

b See Py (Hist: Natir. L xcxill) & M{Mmﬂ

L vl ju 278" The lubter. thut ke knew very many
(reperding Romans whe pisesesed, tot for we, but w
and even twenty thotmnd dlaves. k ]




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

G

=
1

venture to pronounce, that the proportion of cHAP.

slaves, who were valued as property, wasmore i

considerable than that nfm Ihmhﬁ

computed only as mm’ 'Ih;mhdf
ed in the

were mutnplml lwwud thl.. mnurplmn uf mo-
dern luxury.™ It Y5 more for lErE mtu:..st of

were cmplmﬂ as t‘he n:lm sst and most lab
ous instruments of agriculture. To l:unﬁrm the
genersl observation, and to display the multitude
of slaves, we might allege a variety of particular
instances.. It was discovered, on n very me-
lancholy occasion, thet four hundred slpves were
maintained in a palace of Rome* The
sume number of four hundred belonged to cn
estate which an Arrmm&w i@wm

‘"ﬂ"ﬂmmmmm mmu.mmnﬁ-timr
it mot m awelfih part of the inbabitars Messange Recherthes

mhl‘upumﬁplu

W& Jearned slave weld foe many bundred pounds pterling :
s aluways bred sod tonght them bimeell Cornel Hrpﬂl in
Vit e 1L

b My of the Reman phydeians were slaves. hmmﬂﬁ
Disseriation and Ueience.

# Thelt ranks anm-umm-muhg
norine de Sarvis

= Pacit, Annal, &iv, 43. ‘They were 2ll executed fir mol prevent-

' ra



T A freedma mdenhmlgnumum

« his fortune had suffered great losses mﬂh‘-
+  wars, left behind him three thousand six hu
yoke of oxen, two hundred and fifty thou
head of smaller cattle, and, what was ulm
w:h the deseription of "ﬂtﬂﬁ“ four thoi
siand one hundred and sisteen ﬂam’
Papulots- Tinr_-uumbu Bfm; i i
hrlﬂuﬂ'ihlhﬁ Er' . :
empire. of slaves, cannnt now f
gree of nccuracy as the lmportnnm of the ohjeck
wonld déserve. We are informedd, that when th
emperar Claudios exercised thgulﬁm of censor,
he took an account of six millions nine hun _' .
and forty-five thousand Roman citizens, whe,
with the ‘proportion of wonten. and child "'il
mm ‘wm h!an:h‘ 11 "-' b
of souls. The multitude of subjects of -
inferior rank, was uncertain and fAuety
1:at, after weighing with attention ﬂm
stanee which could influenee’ ,t:bl'.' hﬂﬁ:
scems probable, that ﬁlﬂ! m in the
of Claudius, about twice as mmny provineis

were citizens, of either sex, and nr ;

age; and that the slaves were at least " 3
number 1o the free inhabitants of o
world: The total amount urm@atm 3
oulation would rise to about ;
t-wmt_v mﬂ%ﬁ_o{ﬂj % !

¢ Plin. Hi-ﬁ. Hnl.'l? I. H;Ini, o7
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lation which possibly M{hﬂ of mpdern c:ur

Europe,® and forms the most nm‘nu;; society
that has everh&ntmmdundnrthﬁ@nﬁﬂem
nfgnrmm:nt.ﬂ _ﬁ

mamAmeuE

i .

ce ' “l‘l Wf-m"
cunmq._ s of the mndeml;n and mmpmhenm_. -
palicy embrace ln;r the Romans. 1T we turn our

the extremities; the collection of the revenus,
or the -ulmmmtratwn ufjuat.me. Llll'umt!d h} the

_}Eﬂls inclined to re l}d..“l{:-ll, 1||nugh mmpnhle of
frecdom. But the obedience of the Roman world
was uniform, voluntary, and permanent. The
vanquished nations, blended into one great peo-
ple, resigned the hope, noy even the wish, of
reamng:ﬁydﬁ ', and scarcely con-
mtemr.' uFRume he ¢ shed antl Lot

the emperors pervaded ml.hnutm effort | ﬁh!
extent of their dominions, and wnuxa;:md L with
the s.nme on the banks of the Thames,
or of the Nile, as'on those of the Tyber, The

* Compule toenty millione in- Francs, twviop-swngin . Germany,
four b Bupgary, ton by Dialy, with B e, sight (0 Gress Aritdln
mnd Erebind, cight in Spein asid Pottigl, teivor twelve in o Eue
ropead Buksis, stk in Poland, sicin Greess and Turkey, foprin Swe-
tom, theoe In Pepginrk ond Normar, fur i the Law Colintries
The “MWI to ang tomdeed and five, orrane hundped
and seven milliiipe. . B Vallaire, de Histolre Genetale 11

P33 -
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ns were destined Lo serve against the public
eniemy, and the civil magistrate seldom required
the aid of a military force” In this state of ge-
neral security, the leisure as well asopulence, both

of the prince and people, were devoted to improve

and to adorn the Roman empire.

Bomsn  Among the innumersble monoments of archi-

ments,  tecture constructed by the Romans, how many
have escaped the notice of history, huw few have
resisted lhawdmﬂ¥ arha And
yet even the majestic ruins that are still seattercd
over ltaly and the prmrmceq would be sufficient
to prove, that those countries were once the seat
of a polite and powerful empire, Their greatness
alone, or their beauty, might deserve our attens
tion ; but they are rendered more interesting, by
two important circumstanees, which connect the
agreeable history of the arts with the more use-
ful history of human manners. Many of those
works were erected at private expence, and ul-
mast all were intended for public benefit.

Manyof It is natural to suppose, that the greatest pige

them erect-hor gc well as the most considerable of the Ro-

od at pri-

wewes-  man edifices, were raised by the emperors, wh :
rn possessed 50 unboynded a command botl of m:eﬂ o |

and money. Augustus was accustomed to boast

that he had found his capital of brick, and that
he had left it of marble The strict economy

% Jasopib, de:Ralls Fudabinn i b o il Mmﬂmi g

ather of the mummmg,ﬁ-m anpion. - o
* Suetun, in Avget e 86 Angustis bullt in Home the tawigle
and! forim of Mars the Avengers the wemple of Juplcr Towis inghe

umalr_
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of Vespasian was the source of his magnificence. CHAP
The works of Trajan bear the stamp of his ge- "
nius. . The public monuments with which Ha-
drian adorned mmmﬂmm were
mmm i ar

undhnmﬂmma as they conduced to the
4 uf the,mnnnauh. Q‘Iy:_ gre cnmur:grd

irit 'I'.n conceive, nnd we ul'l.h to accomplishgt

noblest undertakings, Scarcely hiad the pmm{
structure of the Colisenm been dedicatedat Romey
before the edifices, of a smaller scale indeed, but
of the same design and materials, were erected
for the use, lndatthr:ﬂpﬂum. of the cities of
Capua and V. qm} The inscription of the
stupendous bridge « attests ﬂnt.il-
wos thrown over the 'I'ngnriﬁr.:ih;
of a few Lusitanian communities. mw’l'ﬁry
was enw with the government of Bithynia
and I’un:tus,—,:pmvmm by no means the richest or
most considerable of the empire, he found the
cities within his jurisdiction striving with each

Capltsl'y, that of Apalle Mustine, “with wtmﬂﬂlll the purtice
il Menelthem of Civiun andl Locie 7 the pertiess of Livia and Oetavin
sndl the ‘theatro of Marcellos. The donmple of the sqvervign was
‘Hemitked: by Tils ministess and geaerala ;e his friend Agrippa helt
biehindt Tt the Hnasortil memument of the Pantheon.
1 Spe Mailel, Verona illustrsts, L iv, e 63
F 4

- ;
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~ cHAP, M"'Hﬂ!ﬁlfﬂ.l]d ornamental work, that.
o it descrve the curiosity of strangers, or the

of their citizens. It was the duty of the
proconsul to supply their deficiencies, to diréet,
their taste, and sometimes to modernte their
emulation.® The opulent senators of Rome and
the provinces esteemed it an honour, and almost
an obligation, to adorn the splendour of their age.
and country; and the influence of fashion ﬂ!l'_f“
-frcquentlf mq.pplmd Lasi

fdctors, we ma 'Iect'Hemdfs %tiu:uc anh&e—q
nian citizen, who lived in the age of the Ant
nines, Whatever might be the motive of hir- L

his magnificence would hmbaeuwuﬂhﬂt :
gmntent kings..

Example i Thn tamily of Herod, at least after it had hﬂﬂt_

of Herodes
Atticue

ﬁm'ed by fortune, was lineallg descended from:
Cimon and Miltiades, Theseus and Cecraps,
AKacus and Jupiter. But the posterity of so many f
gods and heroes was fallen into the mest abject
state. His grandfather had suffered by the bands J’
of justice, and Julius Atticus, his father, must
have ended his life in pﬂ'mﬂy and contempt, hﬂi i
he not discovered an immense trensure buried
unduiuunﬂhmm. the last remains of H:H]:lh" i

trimony. Aecording to the rigour of law, the
emperor might have asserted his claim, and tl'm

& Ser the tenth book of Plisy’s Tpisties. e mientions the fillows
Img warkn, carhel o ut the expence of the elties. - At Nocomudis, 8
new firumm, an oquediet, Mhmmmh:llilﬂ !ﬂu -
Mirw, lmﬂhﬁlmmﬂﬁhﬂpnmmw

iz mmﬂ:hﬂuhmmmmﬁqnhumﬂuw B
of stateen miles o length for the nse of Sinpoe Y
1
I

; -

S R
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prudent Atticus prevented, by a frank eonfession, € ih

the officionsness of informers. But the equiteble
Nerva, who then filled the throne, refused to
muepunypm:iit. mmﬂm 0

treasure -ﬁi'—f msiﬂcmble for a sml;jnﬂl.
tmheknew nuth@' o md-__,dhm ﬂ'. ﬂaen,

nplmun, that Atticus lnemlljr uhcwzd t!u: em-

Perags, lastmmh ﬂ.mndadl e

ri:x uf the puhluz IIL‘ hml -:-Tntnmml ﬁw is
Herod, the prefecture of the free cities of Asia ;
and the young magistrote, observing that the
town of Troas wus indifferently supplied with
water, obtained from the munificence of Hudrian,
three hundred myriads of draclims (abouta hun-
dred thousand pounds) for the construction of a
new aqueduct. Bnt‘h—th:amﬁm utthnvmh
the charge amounted to more thin double the
estimate, and the officers of the revenue began
to murmur, Aill the generous Attieus silenced
their complaints, by requesting that he might
be permitted to take upon himself the whole
additional expence

* Hadrign afternards made a ey eqiltatle regulation, which
dividll WY troasire.trove Letween the right “of propeny and that of
-u-p sk Angrust. . 8 .

* Phitiatrat. {n Vil Sophist, 1 il, p. 548,
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cuar.  Fheablest preceptors of Greece and Asia hnd
e & been invited by liberal rewards to direct the ulu-

i repa- cation of young Herod. Their pupil soon became

fation- 5 celebrated orator, according to the meleu '
rhetoric of that age, which, confining itself to
the schogls, disdained to visit either the forum
or the senate.  He was honoured with the con-
sulship at Rome: hut the greatest part of his life
was spent in a philosophic retirement at -‘-’i.ﬂ'mltl;
and his w illas, perpetually su llﬂdﬂi
by sophists, who acknowledged, without reluct-
mﬂwﬂlperinﬂty ufurh:h and g?ﬂunq
tival* The monuments of his genius have
rished ; some considerable ruins still pra.‘ﬁcrﬂ?‘ '
the fame of his taste and munificence : modern
travellers have measured the remains of the sta-
dium which he constructed at Athens, It was
six hundred feet in length, built entirely of
white marble, capable of admitting the whele
body of the people, and finished in four years,
whilst Herod was president of the Athenian -
games. To the memory of his wife Regilla, he
dedicated n theatre, scarcely to be paralleled in
the empire: no wood except cedar, very curl-
ously carved, was employed in any part of th
building. The odeum, designed by Pericles for
musical performances, and the rehearsal of new
tragedies, had been a trophy of the vietary of the
arts over harbaric grentness, ns the timbers
employed in the construction mmted ducﬂ)'d'
the masts of the Persian vessels. Notwithstand:

* Kulis Gelfios, n Neet Attle |, 8, i, 2, wviil, 10, :.is.ll-
Phitwsteal. p. 566 .
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" ing the repairs bestowed on that ancient edifice ciap,

by a king of Cappadocia, it was aguin fillen to__ tr
. Herod restored its an b’behuty

WETD mscrfﬁl jent 1o :-xlmust hm u'eﬂsurbﬁ._.
peaple of Epirus, Thessaly, Eubaa, Beeotia, and
Pmpmmgwm .Imdmnn;r

nefactor.® ' -

1o the commonwenlths of Athens and Rome, Mast of
the modest simplicity of private houses announced ;I.L“, o2y
the equal condition of freedom whilst the so-7' 'r"-l--l‘h"
vereignty of the people was represented in thetic o
majestic edifices designed to the public use;” nm::ﬁ:ﬂ:,
wais this republican spirit totaily extinguished by g1
the introduetion of wealth and monarchy. Icwes
in warks of nationa! hononr and benefit, that the
most wirtuous of the emperors affected to dis-
play theie magnificence.  The golden palace of
Nero excited a jist indignution, but the vast ¢x-
tent of ground whick bad been usurped by Lis
selfish luxury, was more nuhiy ﬁllcd under the

m:.n.p:.m.mmmmm. 10 The

w thirticth volnmeof the ‘r'l‘».-mdud the Acs-
demy of ascripl

* It b particalarly remarked of Athens by Dicwarchus, de Ststa
Grarix, p. B, intor Gengraphos Minores, cdit. Hudsan.



bl “Claudian portico, smd the te s
dedicated to the goddess of peace, and to the

AP B e

eigns by the Coliseum, the baths bﬁ j

tecture, the property of the Roman people,

gﬁnius of Rome* These mondments: of ‘srciilel
adurnml with the ﬂ‘.l"ﬂlt henuti.ﬁ.ll prudur.'tmu ﬁ

uﬁp&dmnverymunslfbmymnpm to tl

curiosity of ﬂ|£l lenml:d At a 'LﬂlﬂH. distance '

fmﬁfﬂf o quﬂﬂmn{lm mln “hu:h fuur trimﬁ]ﬁ! I
arehes opened o noble and spacious entrancess ¥
in thie centre arose a column of marble, whos
hicight, of one hundred and ten feet, denoted the
elevation of the Will' that had been cut away.
This column, which still subsists in its aucwn(*
beauty, exhibited an exact representation of ﬂﬂ-*.
Dacian victories of its founder. The vetera J
soldier contemplated the story of his own came
prigns, and by an easy illusion of national va
nity, the peaceful citizen associated himself 0
the honours of the tri Al the other qun
ters of the capital, and ﬂuprnvhcesuf_
empire, were embellished by the same liberal,

nﬁlwmwagnlﬁmm and were ﬁlled vith i

"’\.i'

* Domatus de Homa Vetere, L i, o & B lf 'thl'lnl lhq'J

Antici, L ifi, 10, 12, 13, and a M5, deseription of andlent hﬁn)j

Wy Bernardus Ofeeltarivg, ar Rucellal, af which T ubtnined i'aﬁ"
nt Flarenee,

as in the tempileol Mt’ﬂﬂﬁi
ol Tiew
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umphal arches, baths, and agueducts, all various-

Iy conducive to the health, w - devotion, and the
pleasures td'ﬂ_t,&_mﬁt citizen, SR AT et
v 4 _“.__I.,_ __: al

an Pr = .__.: Pl =5 i WP vl ML TR ‘I 4
who, without the light of history, shonld examine

those of Spoleta, of Metz, i of Segovia, would
potent monarch. The solitudes of Asin and
Africa were ance covered with flourishing cities,
whose populousness, and even whose existence,
wais derived from such artificial supplies of a per-
ennial stream of fresh water.*

|
CHAP.
I

ErEE L awma

We !m*._'i."j__gumputgd the inhabitants, and cons xume -
templated the public works of the Roman em. 2! v

[laglh -

pire. The observation of
wess of its cities will serve to co
and to multiply the latter. It may be un-
leasing to collect a few scattered instantes rels-
tive to t ﬁr]ﬁ‘tﬁh't, without forgetting, however,
iat, from the vanity of nations, and the poverty
of language, the vague appellation of city has
been indifferently bestowed on Rome and upon
Laurentum. 1, Ancient Taly is said to have con-1
‘Lﬁhﬂ,ﬂnﬁ Pantiguid Expliguée, tom iv, po 8 L I, o 6
g;:::nl lisy compossd & yery leirnsd treatiie on the squedueds of

] mess of the

1] [l.u]_l.
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m&mw&ﬂl and ninety-seven cities;
¢ whatsocver cra of n.nuqmty the expres
-uwght b intended,” there is not any reason
o believe the country less populous in the lﬂj
of the Antonines, than in that of Romulus, The
petty states of Latium were contained within the
metropolis of the empire, by whose superior ifis
fluence they had been attracted. Those partsd
Italy which h:m:- 50 lunzg lnnp;mshcd under m
riests ; hnd

wars nnd tlm ﬁrst 'i}'m[ltnm!; ot‘ dem:,-
expericnced were amply eompensated by

rapid improvements of the Cisalpine Gaul. "he
splendour of Verona may be traced in its rem i
vet Verona was less celebrated than Aquilciaer
Padua, Milan, or Ravenna. 11, The spirit |

dunllycjmrndw tuupnnal‘mqmcefmm
vémient and elegant habitations. York was, B8
seat of government ; London was already enrich
ed by commerce ; and Bath was celebrated fo

themﬂumq*aﬂ'emnﬁhlm&hnﬂwsm Gaul
eoulid Loast of her twelve hundred cities ;" ol
thougly, in the northern parts, many of theif
without excepting Paris itself, were littie mont
than the rude and imperfect townships of nlﬁr-i
ing people, the southern prmmntatﬁl

ji
_ mtwdw
! ﬂmn.l.h.ﬁﬂ. .
rsu-pu-u-m.a é,*u; humm.h-um.n T‘l'
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wealth and elegance of Italy® Many were the CHAP:

cities of Gaul, Marseilles, Arles, Nismes, Nar-
boune, Thoulouse, Bourdeaus, Autun, Vienna,
Lyons, Langres, and Treves, whose ancient con-
dition might sustain an equdl, and perhaps ad-
vantageous comparison with their present state!
With regard to Spain, thntmuntryﬂuumheﬂn
“Mnﬂhﬂﬂtﬂhﬂ nru ingdor

.’!.ml_'nm and Iw superstition, hur prldi? ht
possibly be confounded, iff we required snr.'h n
fist of mmmmm as Pliuy
11, Thitee Buindred® ANVGaD erties Haaon

knowledged the nuthnﬂt}’ ni' Cnrlh.tl.ge' nor ‘&
it likely that their numbers diminished under the
administration of the emperors : Carthage itself
rose with new splendour from its ashes ; and that
eapital, as well as Capua and Corinth, soon re-
covered all the advantages which can be separated

from independent sovercignty. v, The pro- ads

vinces of the Enst present the contrast of Roman
magnificence with Turkish barbatism.  The
ruins of antiguity, scattered over unm‘lﬂi'hlhﬁ
fielils, and ascribed, by ignorance, to the power
of mngic. scarcely afford a shelter to the op-
pressed peasant or wandering Arab. Under the
reigir of the Casars, the proper Asia alone con-

¢ P, His Nator, il 5

® Wi e Natug, did, 9, 4 fe. 35 The fin serw anihentic
and apeurate+ the dildon of the provioes, and the difereat condis
o of the elties, are minutely distinguished.

* Strubon. Googragh, L avil, o 1198
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il five hundred populons cities," en
all the gifts of nature, and adorned with:

" the refinements of arl. - Eleven utiusuim
‘ance disputed the honour of dedicating a te
to Tiberius, and their respective merits ¥
exammﬂ..&rthmmﬁm‘ Four of them

to the b

: mmmwmm.pl our
is still dis]}laved mﬂ,srums Lumlmen ollect

“ 'f,‘ ‘"“‘r. "1'-"1- T #111— Eaia s A
and-had received, o little before the contestyg
leguc}' of above four hundred thousand pous

by the testament of o generous citizen.”  1f5y

was_the poverty.of Lauodices, whit mtist
been the wealth of those eitics, whose clainape.
nrﬂlpmfhr&hln, and particularly of u. mt

i-ﬂmym&mdﬂEMwhnmluq |
pﬂtﬁdtﬂhﬂﬂhﬂhﬂﬁﬂmﬁmhr prin u--lt___

b e b

a1
. G-
'J—p&.ﬁhdih&.ff . l’hmhﬂl— bt
p S8 el Dlonn L

t Tacit. Annsk iv, 55 Ihl'l_;*‘hpﬂuh
mmwmmww#m
d-rm:.-mn-rhh. Sevent ur elght are totally destroyed

Haticarnamms, Miletus, Fp

m.wﬂth?nﬂlhenﬁnﬁnﬂmh
_n.uuuh.'lnm
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Asia?* Tl;.eu]mh#w Egypt held a .-még
Alexandria looked down mm mmml

 of dependent cities,” and yielded, with reluctance,
1-.'..__..;. ,;-:-'-_t“‘t_-"*

and. wilBieinpitil- by the - public: Jighwiym, o
Wlﬂdymﬂmﬁhimmgfﬁmmﬂ
nated on];r theﬁ'untlmuf the mnpm-. Fw

corefully trace the distance from the wall of An-
tm:mna to Rome, Hﬂemm h.lﬂnmlem.

point of tJm c-mpu:t-, was dmwn mlt to tl:e Iength
of four thousand and eighty Roman miles,®
The public roads were accurately. divided hy
mile-stones, and ran in a direct line from one

* See o Disserintion of M. de Boze, Mem. de I"Academie, tom.
wviii,  Aietides pronounced an gemtion, which is still gaant, to re-
mﬂmmumﬂm -

3 Imm-hlunuurﬂgypt.cmuﬂnlr pr—yTy
weven iillions and u hall umuum Under the
wummmtdthmi:ﬂ %_-
-.ﬂﬂywwgﬂi@nhﬂmﬂw Looe
‘lmﬂzﬁmm sarve to eonvey some ldes ol the
‘dfreesion uf the road,- ﬂ::‘.!ﬁl distanes betwern the priscipal
towne. 1. From the wall of Antoninus to York, 22% Roman miles.
1. Lamdon 927, lm# or Sandwich 67. 1v, The oavige-
tiom 10 Botlogne 45 v. Rhalms 17h +t. Lyons 330 i M
lan 3. v Nome Hi = firr = The navige-
tlan 0 Dyrpachium Lk 1k ﬁ it Ancyra 9B
win Tarsiin 3L ©, Antioch 141 =v. Ty 252 awn’ Jeru.
nlul"l- T &l 4080 Mumun, o nm Bugilih miés  See the

by Wsseling, hin snootations § Gale and Stukely
for Britain, und 3L &' Asville for Gaitl and Italy.

YoL. I 1 G
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cuap. city to another, with very little respect for the
. ghstacles cither of nature or private property.

"> Mountains were perforated, and bold arches
thrownover the broadest and most rapid streams”
The middle part of the road was raised into@
terrace, which commanded the adjacent country,
consisted of several strata of sand, gravel, and
cement, and wos paved with large stones, or, in
same places near the copital, with granite.'
Such was the solid construction: of the Roman
highways, whose firmness hns not entirely yielded
to the effort of fifteen centuries. They united
the subjects of the most distant provinces by
an casy and familiar intercourse ; but their pri-
mary m;mmw marches of
the legions; nor was any country considered as
completely subdued, till it had
i ull its parts, pervious:to thmm
ptrﬂihamqm} The advantage of receiv-
ing the corliest intelligence, and of conveying
their orders with celerity, induced the em
to establish, throughout their extensive _
uions, the regular institution of posts.” Honﬁ
were cvarywhcn. erected at the distance Dﬁﬁd
five or six miles; each of them was co y A%
provided with forty horses, and, by the help of
these relays, it was easy to travel anhunduﬂ

+ Mantlaneni 1 .&nﬂqﬂﬂ Expliquée (tom. ivy Py % b b & ﬂ. H
wescribed the hridees of Nared, Aleestars, Nismes, &

-fu.fu- Hhmuup.mm&r:mﬂnm L Il-
o 1-oH, .

i Sarie ol
-mg;pima:_l'mq.:; Fﬁ_u.an. l:r;suﬂhh'ﬂﬁ
Cheming, b ive  Codex nm,m.'.mu.p.m

with Godefrox's lgariied mmtnt:r:r
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miles in a day along the Roman ronds® The crar.
use of mmmMuﬂhwhﬂm -
it by an mperld‘mihﬂ" bﬁl’-"w

+ public service, it

i

Itnlr, in t!:e -almp-r of an fmmense pm nontory
advanced into the midst of that great lake. T'he
: eums of iﬂfwww destitute of nﬁ:
Ostin, in |mrurulur, situate nt tlm muuth of the
Tyber, and formed by the emperor Clandius,
was an useful momiment of Roman greatness?
From this port, which was only sixteen miles
from the capital, a favourable breeze frequently
enrried vessels in seven days to the columns of
Hercules, and, in niﬂsur tm. tn Memndrin in

Egypt* -

Whatever evils mther m‘h‘-mlw

_hné‘ﬁhputed to extensive empiﬂ.' t!p pﬁv!f -:ﬂml

3 'Iﬂlh\uﬂd m-mﬂuﬂmlhm
wEnE et from An lpM:nulmpln He begnn his journey
at might, was in Cappadocia’ {165 miles from  Anticch) the enslng
m:ﬂmﬂdnmmdmiﬂuh&tm
“The whele distance was 28 Homan, or 665 miles,  Seo
Litanias Drst. xxil, and the T

* Piny, WIMHMﬂnWM
grunting post-borses (o hin wil on the most urgent bosmess, Eplst. 3,
Tl 18R,

’lﬂ;ﬂl’lﬁhh,ﬂﬁml. i, o A,

» Plio. Hist Nator, xix, L.

e
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fHE DECLINE AND FALL A
‘attended with some beneficial conse-

quénces to mankind; and the same freedom of

inthewss-intercourse which extended the vices, diffused:
ot e likewise the improvements, of social life. In the

rmpiire.

Introdites
tion &f | »
fruite, &e.

more remote ages of antiquity, the world was
unequally divided. The East was in the imme-
maorial possession of arts and Juxury ; whilst the
West was inhabited by rude and warlike barba-
riuns, who either disdained agriculture, or o
whom it was totally unknows, < Under the pro-
ductions ﬂ!‘h’nmﬁw climates, and the industreofs
miore civilized nations, were gradually introduceds -
into the weéstern countries of Europe; and thes
natives were enconraged, by an dpen and pro-
fitable commerce, to multiply the former, as well

as to improve the latter. . It would be almost
impossible to enumerate all the articles; eithor of
the aniimal or the vegetable reign, which were
successively imnparted into Europe, from Asin and
Eegypes but it will not be unworthy of the dig=
nity, and much less of the wtility, of an, his-
torical work, slightly to touch on a few of the
principal heads. 1. Almost all the flowers, the
herkis, and the fruits, that grow in aur]_-iurqal__#';f 3
eardens, are of foreign extruction, which, in mﬂfj‘
cases, is betrayed even by their names: the apple
was a native of Italy, and when the Romans had
tasted the richer flavour of the apricot, the peach,
the pomegranate, the citron, and the b

i =g ekl ¥ . =y
'llhmwllﬂwhu intsodured
e new arty and prodoctions kato ihe nolghbourhont of Marwiiies

and (rades. k.
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they contented themselves with applying to-all cnﬁn
these new fruits the common denomination of _
the additional epithet of their country. . 2. InTue vine.
the time of Homery thewvine grey

: grew wild in the
island of- Sieilys and most probably in the adju-
cent continents but it was not improved by the
cill, o did it alfond » liguor grateul to the

-

S T

years afterwards, Ttaly could boast, tha i the
fourseore most generous and celebrated wines,
more than twe  thirds were produced from her
was the cold to the north of the Cevennes, that,
in the time of Strabo, it was thought impossible
to ripen the grapes in those parts of Gaul*
This difficulty, however, wis gradually vanguish-
-edz und there is some reason to believe, that the
vineyards of Burgundy are as ol as the age of

the Antonines® 8. The olive, in the western rye aiv.
world, followed the wupﬂm-.n{.-wm

it was considered as the mmm

after the foundation of Rome, hoth Italy and
Africa were strangers to that useful plant; it was

P

3 S r
» Soe Homer iy 1 ix, v- 338
* Plin. Hist. Natur. L sie. :
# Sicah, Geographs 1o vy po3EL  The intense culd afla Gallic wii-

ter-wan almust proverblal smowg the snsients, o e
In the beglnning of the fourih cnbudy, the omtor Kumenius
(Proegysie. Veter. vill, i, edit. el el 1 viNgs ti1 the

teretiory of Antun, which were decayed thnugh e, and the it
ol which was totally unknpen. The Puagns - A cbrignas
i mippesed by 3%, ' Anville to bethe district ol Beiung, colelaated.
gven st present, for one of the it growth of Burguady, -
G 8 -
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Artificinl
grass.

plenty.

J;,'

mmmmm

naturalized in those countries; and at length car”
ried into the heart of Spain and Gaul. The timid
errors of the ancients, that it required a certain
degrec of heat, and could only flourish in the
neighbourhood of the sea, were insensibly ex-
ploded by industry and experience 4. The
cultivation of flax was transported from Egypt to
Gaul, and enriched the whole country, however
it might impoverish the particular lands on which
it was sown.® 5. Theuse of artificinl grasses
the provinees, particularly the Lucerne, whiel
derived its name and origin from Media." The
assured supply of wholesome and plentiful food
for the cattle during winter, multiplied the num-
ber of the flocks and herds, which, in their turn,
contributed to the fertility of the soil. To all
these improvements may be added, an assiduous:
attention to mines and fisheries, which, by cms
ploying a multitude of laborious hands, serveto
increase the pleasures of the rich, and the sub-
sistence of the poor. The elegant treatise of
Columella describes: the advanced state of the
Spanish husbandry, under the reign of Tiberiuss
and it may be observed, that those famines, which
so frequently afilicted the infant republic, were
seldom or never experienced by the d!xtmc
empire of Rome. The sccidental scarcity, in
n.nj single province, was lmmzdmtdymw
the plenty of its more i‘nrummghbum, n

$Plia. Hist. Natar Lwe.

¢ Plin) Hist. Nator, L : Mﬁ

lmmmt—,.‘nﬂrhhnm My. Harie, Inw
e hun callectod all that the anclenis Iﬂd..mn;?ﬂll vt sald of Los
SR
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~Agriculture is the foundation of manufactures, cman
since the productions of nature are the materials "
of art. Under the Roman empire; the labour of A oo
an industrious and ingenious people was various-""""
l]': hﬂt et w
rich. “their table, their houses,
and theis ure, the favourites of fortune
unimlmnqmﬁmmtnf m#reniency, of ele-

their pride, or ratify their sen
refinements, under the odious name of Im:urr.
have been severely arraigned by the moralists of
every ages and it might perhaps be more con-
ducive to the virtue, as well as happiness, of
" mankind, if all possessed the necessaries, and none
the superfluities of life. But in the present im-
perfect condition of society, luxury, though it may
proceed from vice ar folly, seems to be the only
means that can correct the unequal distribution
of property. The: diligent mechanic, and the
skilful artist, who bave obtained no sharein the
 division of the earth, recéive a voluntary tax from
' the possessors of land ; and the latter are prompt-
edy by a sense of interest, to improve those
estates, with whose produce they may. purchase
miditional pleasures. This operation, the par-
ticular effects of which are felt in every society,
acted with much more diffusive energy in the
Roman world. The provinces would soon have
been exhausted of their wealth, i the nmumfoc-
tures and commerce of hexury had not jnsensibly
restored to the industrious subjects the sums which,
were exacted from them by the arms and autho-
[
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AHE DECLINE AND PALL

cHAz, rity-of Rome. As long as the mn:ulmrm was

i o

Pareign
trade,

ponfined within the bounds of the empire, it im-
‘pressed the political wachine with a new degree

‘of activity, and its consequences, sometimes bes

neficial, could never become pernicious. vt

But it is no easy task to confine luxury with-
in the limits of an empire. The most remote
countries of the ancient world were ransacked to
supply the pomp and delicacy of Rome, The
forest of Seythia aflovde 2 viluable furs
Amber land from the shares of

WW
the Baltic to the Danube ; and the harbarians

were astonished at the price which they receive

|

ed in exchange for so useless a mmmmhtg#
There was n considerabledemand for Babylonian

carpets and other munufactures of the East; but
the most important and unpopular branch of
foreign trade was carried on with Arabia and

India. Every year, abgut the time of the sums
mer solstice, a fleet of an hundred and twenty

vessels sailed from Myos-hormos, a port of Egypt

on the Red sea. By the periodical assistanceoft
the monsoons, they traversed. the acean in about
forty days. The coast of Malibar, or the. island-
of Ceylon,® was the usual temn of their navie
Mqﬂ,u was m;hme -markets that the

SE

1'h-t.mali l}h-thf.!u:.mm,l:l. The 1ot
muwnﬂ.mhmuhmﬁndﬂrmfnﬁmhﬂm;ﬂ i
out the sse of mmber. Vmum-ﬂﬂmw'luwm‘
qmnm-hﬂ- -mﬁwunmnmdnﬁj

Frossl b gl
tm'rmh; pihtntlhh;n:
o3t was disenrersd under mrmu;

lu:m]}ﬂmtn"ﬂuﬂm
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merchants from the more remote countries of cHaP.
Asia expected their arrivali - The return of the "

fleet of Egypt was fixtd to the months of De-
cember or Junuary ; and- as soon as. their rich
cargo bad been transported, on the backs of
camels, from the Red sea to the Nile, and bad
descended that river as {ar as Alexandria, it was
poured, wﬂhnut-dehy,mﬁn llm capital ufthe

empire! - The objects of ori _
splendid and trifling : silk, a pound of

esteemed not inferior in value to a pound of
gold ;™ precious, stones, among which the pearl
claimed the first rank after the diamond ; ", and
a variety of aromatics, that were consumed in
religious worship nnd the pomp of funerals.
*‘The labour and risk of the voyage was rewarded
with almost incredible profit; but the profit was
. made upon Roman subjects, and a few indivi-
duals were enriched at the expence of the pub-

lic. As the natives of Arabin and India wereGa ase
contented with the produetions and manufaotures™"™

of their own country; ﬁhﬁ,-ﬂt&maﬂe n{ the

ment of commerce. It wuaeﬂnphq:tw
of the gravity of the senate, that in the pursuit
of female ornaments the wealth of the state

'mm\um L vis  Stmmba, L il
“mmmump-m li&mtwum-muitnnm
mamint to 3 womon, but ne 3 degrace to A rEE.
'hm.mmniﬁuhﬁ#“ﬂnm
o Cape Comarin. Mudtuﬂmmupnlndmlﬂ&mhm
mi; Mo waa supplied with dismonds frinm the juine uof Ju-

el hadpl wiich s described in the Vopgae de Taovernlery!

tom. iy poEEl 4 '



THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAR wasdrrecoverably given away to foreign and hos-

.

felicity.

tile: mations" The annual loss is computed,
by writer of an inquisitive, but censorious tems’
per, at upwards of eight hundred thousand
pounds sterling.® Such was the style of dis-

content, hrooding over the dark prospect of ap-
proaching poverty. ~ And yet ift we compare the
rtion between gold and silver as it stood in
the time of Pliny, and as it-was fixed in the reign
of [Imst.anﬂgq. we ‘within that
A0 There is'
not the least reason to suppose that gold was
become mare scarce ; it is therefore evident that
silver was grown more common ; that whatever
might be the amount of the Indian and Arabian
exports, they were far from exhausting the wealth.
of the Roman world: and that the produce of
the mines nhnndm&iy supplied the dem:ndnﬂ
commerce.

Notwithistanding the propensity of m:m’l:iil{
to exalt the past, and to depreciate the present,
the tranquil and prosperous state of the empire
was warmly felt, and honestly confessed, by the.
pmnncmlnnswel!asﬂm “They acknow=
“ ledged that the true prineiples of socinl lifes
“hu,wum and' science, which had been
“ first invented by the wisdom of Athens, were
“ now firmly established by the power of Rome,

R,

* Theil. Annal. iii, S8 In & speceh of Tiberios. =
» Plin. Hist Natir. 3ii, 18 lnmhummuﬂ@
WMLWELh " wwplissive of Arahia. Y.

% The proportion, which Il.lnllﬂ.rmu“m

the tegal egplation of See Artuttinot’s Tililes ag;n-

etent Colmig r"%
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“ under whose auspicious influence the fiercest crar,
“ barbarians were united by an equal govern- i

“mmlandmlmgﬂlgm 'Eﬂleynﬁml,

“ 50 mnny nntmnq. fnrgetfui ﬂ‘f their ancien
% pnimosities, and delivered from the a[rpnht_n-
% sion of future danger.”"  Whatever suspicions
“may be suggested by the air nt' ﬁm-ﬂ.dm
clamation, which seems to

sages, the substance of them is perfectly Iglﬂ.h
able to historic truth.

It was scarcely possiblethat the eyes of contem=peciioe of
pararies should discover in the public felicity the™" ="
latent causes of decay and corruption. This long
peace, and the uniform government of the Ro-
mans, introduced a slow and secret poison into the
vitals of the empire.  The minds of men were
gradually veduced to the same. level, the, fire
of genius was extinguished, and even the mili~
tary spirit.evaporated.  The- natives of Europe
were brave amnd robust. Spain, Gaul, Britain,
and Hlyricum, supplied the legions with excel-
lent soldicrs, and constituted the real strength

of the monarchy. Theirpersonal yalourremained;
but they no longer possessed that public. cou-
rage which is nourished by the love of igdepend-

‘ﬂﬂﬂ’n—rﬁn—w see Piing (Hist, Natur. iil, 5
J::Hhﬁluuhh. g Terulllin (e Anign®, & 30

‘ L}
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CHAP. ence, the sense of national honour, the presence.
, and the habit of command. They
received ann and governors from the will of their
sovereign, and trusted for their defence toa mers
wcenary army. The posterity of their buldest
leaders was contented with the rank of citizens.
and subjects. The most aspiring spirits resorted
to the court or standard of the emperors; and
the deserted pmvmc'eq. deprived of political

OF genins, Thl! love of |ettm. nlmnst inseparable: from
and refinenient, was fashionable among

suhjects of Hadrian aud the Antonines, who wm .
themselves men of learning and curiosity. [t was
diffused over the whole extent of their cinpire;
the mast northern tribes of Britons had acquired
a taste for rhetoric; Homer; as well as Virgil
were transcribed and studied on the banks of the
Rhine and Danube; and the most liberal M} -

sought out the faintest glimmerings of m
merit.” The sciences of physic and as

* Hervden Atticus gave the sophist. Polemo above elght
pounids [or thres doclaisations.  Ses Phibstrat el f p. 555
Antanines fovinded & wehodl 4t Athens, T ‘which frofessars of
mar, thetoric, pelitics, and the for grent seets ul phitosopliy, wiee
mﬁﬂ l.hgtpuii-l-; sxpeuce, fof the instruction of
sabiry ol a phifmepher was ten thoussnd fruchme, lutm§
nnd fuur hindred pousds aeyear.  §imiler estoblishments werd
e in the pther grest.sitios of e empire. . fee l-ndn h
tom, i, g 353, edit Heite Philostrat L i, St
21 Dhion Camaius, L Ixxd, o 1105 mm Iﬂ‘l
silre, which, in esery line. h-m;:hhﬂp‘ g
Iqu, i oldiged, homever, (o o

— Jurenes, it ot agitat von
wﬂw
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were successfully cultivated by the Greeks; the cau-
observationsof Ptolemy, andthewritingsof Galen, ™
are studied by those who have improved their™
discoveries, and corrected their errors; but if we

exeept the inimitable Lucian, this age of indo-

lenice passed away without havisg produced @
single writer of original gr.'muj or whu excelkﬂ

still reigned in the b-:Imu'!-q, nnﬂ ‘their A stems,
transmittéd, with blind deference, from one ge-
ueration of disciples to another, precluded every
gencrous attempt to exercise the powers;  or
enlarge the limits, of the human mind. The bem-
ties of the poets and orators, instead of kindling
a fire like their own, inspired only cold and ser-
© wile imitations; or, if any ventured to deviate
from those models, they deviated, at the same
time, from good sense and propriety, On the
revival of letters, the youthful vigour of the ima-
gination, after a long repose; national envulation,
a pew religion, new languages, and a new world,
called forth the genius of Europe. But the pro-
ﬂlﬂ“ﬂ[mﬂw trained by an uniform artificial
forcign education, were engnged in o very un-
equal competition with those bold ancients, who,
by expressing their genuine feelings in their np. !
tive tongue. Lind already occupied every place of
bonour. The name of poet was almost forgotten;
that.of orator was usurped by the sophists. A
cloud of eritics, of compilers, of comnentators,
darkened the face of learning ; and the decling

of genius was soon followed by the corruption
of tuste.
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. Degenes
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

ﬁﬁhﬁme Longinus, who, in somewhat g
later period, and in the court of a Syriun queen,

' ed the spirit of ancient Athens, observes
and laments this degeneracy of his contempora-
ries, which debased their sentiments, encrvated
their courage, fand depressed their talents, “In
& the same manner,” says he, * as some children
& glway$ remain pigmies, whose infant limbs
# have been too closely Luuﬁm_d thus our ten-

3 ﬂtﬂmsﬂm, or to attain that well-pmpurﬁ’ond

“ greatness which we adhimive in the ancients;
“ who, living under a popular government, wrote
« with the same freedom us they acted.”* This
diminutive stature of mankind, i’ we pursue
the metaphor, was daily sinking below the old
standard, and the Roman world was indeed
peopled by a race urplgmim, when the fierce

- giants of the north broke in, and mended’ the

puny hreed.  They restored o manly spirli'llf
freedom ¢ and after the revolution of ten Eﬁ-
turies, freedom hccnmﬂththnppypnﬂ.'m ﬂf!ﬂh

and science. e

" k t:il" .

mﬂh» 43, 7. 220, edit. Toll. Heve, 100, e

fous “Hhmcmjlllﬂnnmh:muuhhhiﬂ'

oposing his smthments with » manly holdnecs, he ik

pizales them with the mast guarded caution, puts them fnto the mah

of & friend, and, ws fir as wa on cotlect from & curropted tesh
makes & shew of refuting them hizself,

e E - i

- =S Mgl S5 ety 3 byl
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s BILH' JII

r?r the co Mt empie, 'ﬁf@’gg

“of the Antonines.

thority of so ﬁlml!:lnble a magistrate will soon
degenerate into despotism.  The influence of the
clergy, in an age of superstition, might be uscfully
employed to assert the rights of mankind ; but
S0 intimate is the connection between the throne
and the altar, that the banner of the church has
very seldom been' seen on' the side of the people.
A martial nobility find mm Pﬂ-
m ot arms, tenacious of

constitutional memﬁiu, ﬂiﬂ*ﬁu
ml_r m cipable of preserving a free consti-

of an aspiring prince.
E'ﬂ,-rr barrier of the Roman constitution hud""ﬂ“-n

been levelled by mum ambition ‘of the dic-re. ©
Aator; every fence had been extirpated by the
criel huul of the triumvir.  After the victory
of Actium, the fate of the Romin world
ﬁemdul ot the will of Octavianus, surnamed
Casar, by bis uncle's adoption, and afterwards
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cHAP. Augustus, by the flattery of the senate. The -
e L was at the head of forty-four veteran
" Jegions.* conscious of their own strength, and
" of the weakness of the constitution,, habituated,
during twenty years civil war, to every act af
blood and violence, and passionately devoted to
the house of Ciesar, from whence alone they had
received, and expected, the most layish rewards.
The provinces, long oppressed by the ministers
of the republic, sighed for the government of &
single persan, who would be the master, not the -
accomplice, of those petty tyrants. The people
of Rome, viewing, with a secret pleasure, o
bumiliation of the aristocracy, demonded
bread and public shows, and were supplicd
both by the liberal hand of Avgustus. The riel
and polite 1talians, who had almost unwersn.ﬂﬁ‘
embraced the philosophy ~of Epicarus, enj :
blessings of ease and tranquillity, and
suffered not the pleasing dream to be interrupted
by the memory of their old tumultuous freedom.
With its power, the senate had lost its dignitys
many of the most noble families were extingt.
The republicans of spirit and ability had M
_in:he ‘field of battle, or in the proscription.
of the assembly had Leen designedly
left qmﬁm;med multitude of more than 8
thousand persons, who reflected d:agmm upon.
their rank, instead of dmrh;g‘hmr 3-!
v . P r-r

* Oroalus, vi, I8, ¥

¥ Julius Caar bntroduged MMMWM
into the sunte (Suoten. in Cimar, o 77, 30p The -u-n-
=til! more sapdalous afler bly death, - ~
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"The reformation of the senate was one of the cra®
first steps in which Augustas laid aside the ty- """
rmt,md]rafhud Mﬂemdhmmun-umrnm
try. He was elected censor; and, in concert™ “"**"
with his faithful Agrippa, he examined the list of
the senators, expelled a few members, whose vices
or whose ohstinacy required a public example,
persuaded near two hundred to prevent the shame
of an expulsion by @ voluntary retrest, raised
the qualification of a senator toabout ten thousand
pounds, ereated a sufficient number of patrician
families, and sccepted for himself' the honour-
able title of prince of the senate, which had
always been bestowed, by the censors, on the
¢itizen the most eminent for his honours and ser-
vices® But whilst he thus restored the dignity,
kie destroyed the independence of the senate. The
principles of a free constitution are irrecoverably
lost, when the legislative power is nominated by
the executive, ;

Before an assembly thus modelled and pre- Resigns v
pared, Augustus pronounced a studied oration, /7
which displayed his putriotism, and w&k
ambition. « He lamented, yet excused, his past
“ conduet.” Filial piety had required at his
% hands the revenge of his father’s murder; the
“ humanity of his own nature had sometimes
“ given way to the stern laws of necessity, and
* to a forced connection with two unworthy col
“ leagues: as long as Antony lived, the republic

- ,_"’f*';—*‘ l':lm' g 608, Suctonlus In Apgust. o 55
YoL. I, AL H
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ciap. & forlisd him to abandon her to o degenerate Bo

ML g, and o barbarian queen.  He was now ak
SR e diberty to satisfy his duty and his inclination.
@ He solemnly restored the senate and people to
« all their ancient rights; and wished only to
« mingle with the crowd of his fellow citizenss
« and to shave the blessings which he had ob-
«gained for his country.”™ : "
fspevsite  Jt wonld require the pen of Tacitus (if Tacitus

el upan e

et . havd assisted-at this assembly) o describe the vi-

st 9 g emations of the sennte ;. those that were

- sed, and those that were affectedilb
was dangerous to trust the sincerity of Augustusy
to seem to distrust it, was still move dangerous,
The respective advantages of monarchy and &
republic have often divided speculative InUirers;
the present greatness of the Roman state, the

iption-of manners, and the licence of the
soldiers, suppliedd new arguments to the adve-
cates of monarchy ; and these general views of y
government were again warped by the hopesand !
fears of each individual.  Amidst this confusion
of seutiments, the answerof the senate was uii
nimous and decisive.  They refused to accept the
o desert the republic which he had saved
After i decent resistance, the crafty tyrant sub-
mitted to the orders of the senate, and :
to receive the government of the proyinces
" J A il
# Dion G T, o 698) givesua % rolls and m-up-ﬂ.;-

P

s
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xud the general command of the Roman armics, ciar.
under the well-known names of Proconsul and
fmperator.”  But. he would receive them only

ERLRA RS

The mem.ury of l‘-]lm “D-nd}r, gl
times during the life of Augustus, was pr ed

to.the l::h v @g i
h‘:lg'u.
W athnut any vwluuun of the principles u!-' tht'"“m u:;i

constitution, the general of the Roman mlmmh
might receive and exercise an authority almost
despotic over the soldiers, the enemies, and the
subjects of the republic. With regard to the
soldiers, the jealousy of freedom had, even from

to mmm the service of the. R&mﬁn yuuth
and to punish an ,ahﬁmnta or cowardly disobe-
dience by the most severe and ignominious pe-

'J‘w (fiom which we haye wx
the repuabilic, qm&mm;
by thessoliflers, when on the fekl lhl.‘rpuvidﬂlhdr
victorious leader worthy of that title. When the Wewgan emprracs
dswimad It in that sense, they placed it after their nume, snd macked
lmﬂmiwmlﬂﬂlt. ¥
" Diion s L Hii, P-ﬂ!ih
ne
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ciA®. BEliS, by striking the offentler out of the Tist
W fitizens, by confiscuting his property, and by
‘gelling his person into slavery.® The most sacred
vights of freedom, confirmed by the Porcian and
Sempronian laws, were suspended by the mili-
tary engagement. In his camp the general ex-
ercised an absolute power of life and death ; His.
jurisdiction was mot confined by any forms of

trial, or rules of proceeding, and the
regutarly decided hy the legislative authority.
The most important resolutions of peace and war
were seriously debated in the senate, and solemnly
catified by the people.  But when the arms of
the legions were carried toa great distance from
Italy, the generals assumed the liberty of direct-
the public service. It was from the success, not
from the justice, of their enterprises, that they
expected the honours of u triumph. ~In the ose
of victory, especially after they were no longer
controlled by the commissioners 'of ‘the senate,
When Pampey commanded in the East, be re
& Livy Bpitom. 1. xive Viler. SEa A S L A T
% Ser iin the eighth book of Livy, the coniluet of Mantin Tarqui-
i & Paplrins Cussor, They vicluted thi tawy of natire and b

pro g A = Bidins s ond’
wha m -fm m;'mwm‘w m'm‘_:m%
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divided kingdoms, founded colonies, and distri- cuan

i

buted the treasures of Mithridates. On his re-
turn to Rome, he obtained, by a single act of the
senate and people, the universal ratification of all
his proceedings.’ . Such was the power aver the
soldiers, and over the enemics of Rome, ‘which
was gither granted to, or assumed by, the generals
of the republic. They were, at the same time, the
mmm

provinces, united the civil with the military cha-
racter, administered justice as well as the fi-
legislative power of the state.

From what hus been already observed in the Liie.

first chapter in this work, some notion may heu,,mp,_

formed of the armies and provinees thus in-™

trusted to the ruling hand of Augustus. But asit
was impossible that he could personally command
the legions of so many distant frontiers, he was
indulged by the senate, as Pompey had already
been, in the permission of devolving the execu-
tion of his great office on a sufficient number of
seemed not inferior to the ancient proconsuls ;
but their station was dependent and precarious.
They received and held their commissions at

! By the lavish, but unconstrnined, suffrages of e people, Pompey
bl wbtalned s milivary commend scarcely loferior @ that of Angus-
tus | Ameng the extraondinary acte of pewer snacuted by thadurmer,
we pity remark the foundstion of twenty-mine cities; and the distri-
butfver of Three s fonr millions sterling to his troope. TFhe ratificatlon
of ‘hiu‘scts et with seane oppraition and delays in the renate.  Spo
Plutureh, Appimm, Dign Cossins, and the frst book of the epinles
to Atticus.

nsg
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crrar. the will'of o superior, to whase anspicions infli=

i,

‘encé the merit of their actions was legally attei-

: ited® Thiey were the representatives of ‘the

emperor. The cmperor alone was the general of
the republic, and his jurisdiction, civil as well @8
military, extended over all theconquests of Reome:
It was some satisfaction, however, 1o the sennté;
that he dlwnys delogated his power to the mems.
bers of their body. The impeérinl licutenants

were Of con 4 the e

e ¥ -tl'l.l:-.-_: . |-:'| T sennbors: amd -,m.
‘prefecture of Egypt was the only important trust
committed to a Roman knight. b

Disiimol  Within six days after Angustus had heen com-

thie PrT-
witices hes

pelled to- accept so very liberal @ grant, lie o=

raperor. SOIved £ gratify the pride of the senate by an easy
and the se. sacrifice.  1Te represented to them, that they had

Aates

enlarged his powers, even beyond that degree
which might be required by the melancholy con-
dition of the times. They had mot 'permitted
him to réfuse the laborious command of the'ar-
mies and the frontiers; but he must insist o0
being allowed to restore the more peaceful and
secure provinces to the mild administrationof
the civil magistrate, - Lo the division of the pro-
vinces, Augustus provided for hisown power,

the perple. | Dy ummmmmhﬁhﬁ#ﬂ“

policy gl roligion, the trimph was ressrved 1o the emperal § il

e st sucinefial lirutemiets were satisiod: with sac guris of 46
v : w4 "

|nl'hli.r'm-" =8 - * = . i o i
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and for the. dignity of the republic. The pro. CHar:
eonsuls of the MTMthmdAﬂm
Greece, and:Africa, enjoyed a4 more honourable
mmmmmmw

who commandedin Gaul or Syria, The fos
were-attended/by: lictors; the latter by s

A thmtmhmwr the empurunw

nt-lutam was inubduned, thul t:hzf nmr'cwwﬂs
belonged to the imperial portion; and it was
.MMMI of the prince,

the favourite epithet of Augustus, w:w
W of Jth&w;&

In return for this imaginary concession, . ~ The formes
gustus obtained an important privilege, which s matie
_rendered him master of Rome and Italy. . By a®7 oo
-dangerous exeeption to the ancient maxims, hr.;ﬁ::-.:

was authorized to preserve his military comnind, .
“supported by o numerous body of guards, even

“in time of peace, and in the heart | of the ctmtal
His command, indecds, was. confined {0
citizens who were engageil |

- military.oath ; but such wis the pr

s that the oath was
~rily teken by the g tes, the senators,and the
equestrian nrda:, till the homage of flattery was

- insensibly converted into an annual and. aﬁuml

protestation of fidelity.

2 Mﬁ Augustus considered -mihwgrw Consular
as the firmest 1uundatmn. he wisely rejected it, PN e
fﬁ?ﬁlﬂﬂm instriament of government. It sepsPom™
more agreeable to his temper, as well a5 to his

Hd
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CHAP. policyito, reign under the venerable names of

wml‘l‘q}' and artfully to collect, in his
mpemn, all the seattered rays of civil juriss

diction. With this view, he permitted the senate
to confer upon him, for his life, the powers of
the consular' and tribunitian offices,™ which
were, in the same manner, continued to sll his
successors. The consuls had succeeded to the
kings of Rome, and reprcsentad ﬁedlgmtytf-

ﬂf-.!ﬂm MM mm#
gave audience to foreign ambassadors, and pres
sided in the assemblies both of the senate and’
people. The general controul of the finances was
intrusted to their care; and though they seldom.
had leisure to administer justice in person, they
were considered as the supreme guardians of law,:
egnity, and the public peace. Such was their.
ordinary jurisdiction ;: but whenever the senate
empowered the first magistrate to consult the
safety of the commonwealth, be was raised by
that degree above the laws, and exercised, in the.
defence of liberty, a temporary, deupumr&*
1Y

! Cioaro (de Legitut, i, 2 u-m,-lq __ ___ nffice l.uumg,uh
vegia patestas | mwmnm ) oheerves theee powers in the
Mm-mwwmamﬂ
by the masgls, Bt

-hmmm”mnmm-uuﬂwf
first invented for thi: dictator Caesar, (Dion, l..:.'lh. A54), we may
ﬂﬂrmmutitmmmulfﬂhmpﬂﬁ
serted, by arms, the sacred rights of the tribumes and people. - e s
mm#lﬂ{.w*,hﬂ.h . ="

He then magt aifully refused thas magiitracy, ax well &8 the dictsn

L]
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The character of the tribunes was, in every re- CHAR
spect, different from that of the consuls. The .

appearnnce of the former was modest and hum-
ble; but their persons were sacred and inviolable.
Thwfuwmmhm
!m*mtmn.wm'wm instituted to defend the
appressed,” to pardon offences, to arraign the

md the people, Mm.#her_]udgad “’.

machine of government.  As long as tiﬂ!l‘llf-b‘
lic subsisted, the dangerous mﬂuemr, whwh vi-

expired with the year in which they were elected ;

the tormer office was divided between two, the
latter among ten persons; and, as both in their
private and public intercst they were averse to
each other, their mutual contlicts contributed,
for the most part, to strengthen rather than to
destray the balance of the constitution. But
when the consular and tribunitian powers were
united, when they were vested for life in a single
person, when the general of the army was, at
the same time, the minister of the senate and the
representative of the Roman people, it was im-
-possible to resist the exercise, nor was it msj 10
define the limits, of his imperial pm-ugnmu.

o i

tarshipy absented hinself from Inmﬂﬂntm the Tatn] effétta
of punnalt and Gation foreed the senale to imwest lim ﬂgnmﬂ

a8 well g hils successors, affocted, however,

cumstilallp.
I coneeal #0 invidious a pitke,
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m accumulated honours, the puhcy of
soon added the splendid as well as im-

Imperial -pnﬂant dignities of supreme pontiff, and of een.

e

sor. By the former hemqutradmemnugm
of the religion, and by the latter a legal inspee-
tion over the manners and fortunes of the Ro-
man people.  Tf so many distinct and independ-
ent powers did not exactly unite with u.'clt
other, the complaisance of the senate was pre
pared to supply every deficiency, by the most
mmmmmw

sperors, as the first ministers of the republic

were exempted from the obligation and pn_ﬂﬂ[
af many inconvenient laws; they were a.uﬂp
rized to convoke the senate, to make meralm
tions in the same day, to recommnend candidates
for the honours of the state, to enlarge the bounds
.of the city, hemplaythnm at their dis
_cretion, to-deelare peace and war, to ratify trea-
ties; and by a most comprehensive claase; they
were empowered to execute whatsoever they
should judge advantageous to the empire; and
agreeable to the majesty of thmgs. private of
public, human or divine® = 250

e magie i When all the various powers of mm

vernment were committed to the imperial e
gistrate, the ordinary magistrates of the cammon-
wealth languished in ohscurity, without ﬂs'ﬂ
and almost without business. The names

el | 5o 2

-&.wu-m#mm muguﬂ-i-
perac Vespasisn all (he powers graned (0 i prodecessors, A
Tibertus, and Claudlis, This eurious and fmportant
ypublished ln Gruter®s Inscriptions, No. ecalih
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forms of the ancient administration were preserv: CHAT:
ed, hy Augustus,’ M‘me uk

‘The usual- ‘number of consuls, prietorse and tei-
mmmm

charge s
WMHEWM

of the Romans; and the emperars themselves,
b = ‘ _

consulship, frequently aspired to the title of -that
annual dignity, which they condescended tn
share with the’ most illustrious of their fellow-
the people, :
permitted to expose all the incorveniencies of &
wild demoeracy. © That artful prince; instead of
discovering the least symptom of impatienee,
Kumbly solicited their sulfrages for himself or bis
ﬁmdﬁmd serupulously pru:thnd all the dutics

ﬁ"‘l-""i'r!'hii x . 1L 'i-llr ¥l i I"T'
.“.:'-"m"_‘.\,. ; e crendid on jhe opl
1he pourse of the year
the ansia]
v o est. o mmtmmm,
pranecal m jemy though it might be dacgereiis 12
‘-Ilm.ilit‘:'-rlﬂl- axd, In fhe time of Trﬂﬂ-‘l‘l it waa
dabtfil whither M:nmumn;m:rﬂ.
mlﬂ- L STy 1
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cHAR of antrdinary candidate” But we may ven-
ture to ascribe to his councils, the first measure
of the succeeding reign, by which the elections
were transferred to the senate! The assemblies
of the people were for ever abolished, and the
emperors were delivered from a dangerous mul-
titude, who, without restoring liberty, miglht
have disturbed, and perhaps mdnngered. ﬂ
established government. | L
e tepeis i mmd‘ lh_
- Cresar had subverted the
constitution of their country. But as soon'@¥
the sennte had been humbled and disarmed, M
an assembly, consisting of five or six hundred per-
sons, was found a much more tractable and us-
ful instrument of dominion. It was on the dig-
nity of the senate, that Augustus and his s
fected, on every occasion, to adopt the langusge
and principles of patricians. In the administrs-
tion of their own powers, they t'mquanﬂyaﬁ
sulted the great national council, and seemed to
refer to its decision the most important conotrns

of peace and war. Rome, Italy, and the |

ual provinces, were subject to the immedikte
diction of the senate. With regu-d to drlim

TEE-. VEFETE S o 5

* Quotles Magistratucm I:mlﬂh interemet. mmﬂ'
alatis siibs circuibat ¢ spplicabaigoe more selumnd, | Feobal o ips
silfraginm in tribubas, ot anps o P m h‘w
M.'; Comitia e Mmm

* T prrigumm e
l-ﬂi.lluFTH: Jrrim 'Mu—uﬁ;
umiitcressful efforts, which were made towanls restering them Lo B2
peple.
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jects, it was the supreme court of appeal ; with cuar
‘regard tocriminal matters, a tribunal, constituted >

s e

ancient eloquenve. As a council of state, and ds
a-court of justice, the senate possessed very con-
siderable prerogatives : but in its legislative ca-
‘pacity, in which it was supposed virtually to
represent the people, Wﬂw
were acknowledged to reside in that assembly.
Every power was derived from their authority,
every law was ratified by their sanction.  Their
regular meetings were held on three stated days
in every month, the calends, the nones, and the
iles.  The debates were conducted with decent
frecdom ;s and the ewperors themselves, who
gloried in the name of senators, sat, voted, and
divided with their equals.

To rvesume, in a few words, the !ﬁmﬂﬁemlh
intperialigoneeianent, 85 it whs" HSEHEEd by oo
Augustus, und maintained by those princes who ™™
understood their own interest and that of the
peuple, it may be defined an nhulule mmrd:,;
disguised by the forms of a o
The'masters of the Roman world surrounded
their throne with darkness, concealed their irre-

sistiblestrength, and bumbly professed themselves




1o | yER DECLINE AND PALL
0l A, mwmmd the senate, whosé
supremo decrees they dictated and obeyed! o
5 o The face of the court corresponded with the
mmfwmsnfﬂmuhmmmnun. The emperors, if
we except those tyrants whose capricions folly.
vivlated every law of -nature and decency; dis-
dained that pomp and ceremony which might
offend their countrymen, but coukd add nothing:
to their real power. In all the offices of life;

ﬁmrmmmmﬂm

ﬁmﬁrm nl' 1'1551..‘!- and cnumnlu:muu-.

halit, their palace, their table, were suited nﬁ ’

to the rank of an opulent senator. Their
hawever numerpus or-splendid, was composed
entirely of their domestic slaves and freedmen®
Aungustus or Trajan would have blushed at ems
ploying the meanest of the Romans in those me<

ninloffices, which, in the houschold amlm
chamber of a limited monarch, are so eageely
solicited by the proudest nobles of Britain ragyt
£ uﬁ.
" * Dion Casslus (L Gil, p. 708-T14) bas given u very lﬂ‘.\ﬂ!
wial skoteh of the imperial systess,  To illustrate, l-l-hm
gect, him, | ave mediisted Tasitns examined Suetonins,
mt’dﬁnﬂn;nﬂmg; The Abbt€ de ln Bleterls, hm
da 1'Acadumic _des fen iLi, ERiT b
A, afabieos moean e 1 o 1T TR
v dt kege Regin, printed at Lays
dew, fn the your 1 ﬂmhﬂlmwhkmp.ﬂl—ﬂﬁ'
hiis Ogulsesfn. Muﬂd?&aﬂlumu,pt,;ﬂ. e,
= A wesk prince will alweys Iﬁwﬁhm
pl'-rnfllﬂﬂ-l.tﬂlhlﬂ- tie shamee of tye: Moy § sl the Tenti
.




GF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 11}

The deification of the emperors® is the only CHAP.
wstance in which they depurted from theiraceus-
tomeil prudence and modesty. 'I_'he Asiatic Deilicas
Greeks were the first inventors,

Alexander the first ohjects, of lhnmﬁh and
impious mode of adulation. Tt was easily trans-
ferred from the kings to the governors of Asia;

and the Roman magistrates very frequently were
adored as provincial

deities, with the pomp of
altars and temples, of festivals and sacrifices®

It was natural that the emperors should not re-
fuse what the proconsuls had accepted; and the
divine honours which both the one and the other
received from the provinces, attested rather the
despotism than the servitude of Rome. But the
conquerors soon imitated the vanguished nations
in the arts of flattery; and the imperions spirit
of the first Caesar too ensily consented to assume,
during his lifetime, a place among the tutelar
deities of Rome. The milder temper of his suc-
cessor declined so dangerpus an ambition, which
was never afterwards revived, except by the
madness of Caligula and Domitian. | Auvgustus
perﬂiﬂqd indeed some of the provmr:ml cities
to ercct temples to his honour, on condition that
they should associate the worship of Rome with
that of the sovereign; be tolerated private super-

* See u trentise of Vundale de Consecratione Principum, It wrould
e gasier for me 1o copy, than ﬁﬂmhf-ﬁ& the qﬂhﬁ
ol tha bemrned Dhitchmen.

"' 7 See d dissertation of the AULE Mongault, in the Gist vilume of
e Acsdemy of Frcrlptions.
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stifion, of which he might be the ohject;” but
he contented himself with being revered by the

“senate and people in his human character, and

wisely left to his successor, the care of his public
deification. A regular custom was introduced,
thut on the decense of every emperor who had
neither lived nor died like a tyrant, the senate by
a solemn decree should place liim in the number
of the gods; and the ceremonies of his apo-
This legul, and, as it should’ seem, injudicious
profanation, o abhorrent to our stricter prine
eiples, was received with a very faint murmunt
by the easy nature of polytheism; but it was
received as an institution, not of religion but of
policy. We should disgrace the virtues of the
Antonines, by comparing them with the vices of
Hercules or Jupiter. Even the characters of
Camsar or Augustus were far superior to those
of the popular deities. But it was the misfor-
tune of the former to live in an enlightened age;
and their actions were too faithfully recorded 10
admit of such a mixture of fuble and mystery, 85
the devotion of the vulgar requires.  As soon 8
their divinity was established by law, it sunk into
obilivion, without contributing either to their own
famie, or to the dignity of succeeding princes.

* Jurandasque tuum [er nowmen poninus adas, s Horace to tht
emparur himeell; and Horace was well : the u:lﬂ‘

Augusius. S

* fiex Liceri in § c, s & Julian fs Casaribue Toque Dedieh
hﬂﬁwwh in the indignant expresion o
Lucang mnuqmm.mhenmunm.m-



aF THE ROMAN EMPINE. 118

In the consideration of the imperial govern- cyap.
wment, we have frequently mentioned the artful 1
founder, under his well-known title of Augustus, 1.0 of
which was not, however, conferred upon him tiilfd"f“c‘.r-__
the edifice was almost completed.  The obscure
name of Oetavianus he derived from a mean
‘family in the little town of Aricia. Tt was stained
with the blood of the proseription ; and be was
desirous, had it boen possible, to erase all me-

~mory of his former life, The illustrious surs
- name of Casar, he had assumed, as the adopted
~ son of the dictator; but he had too much good
sense, either to hope to be confounded, or to.
wish to be compared, with that extraordinary
man, It was proposed in the senate, to dignify
their minister with a new appellation; and after
a very sertous discussion, that of Augustus was
chesen, among several others, as being the most
expressive of the character of peace and sancti-
- ty, which bhe uniformly affected.” Augustus was
~ therefore a personal, Ceesar a family distinction.
The former should naturally have expired with
the prince on whom it was bestowed ; and how-
ever the latter was diffased by adoption and fe-
male alliance, Nero was the last prince who could
allegre any hereditary claim to the honours of the
Julinn line,  Butl, at the time of his death, the
practice of a century had inseparably connected
those appellations with the imperial dignity, and
ﬂmyl.mheen preserved hyﬂungrucemmn of

. mmmﬁhlri. B, pe 10, with the coriges amaotatisn il
Brymar. )
OL. 1. 3
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Romans, Greeks, Franks, and Ger-
;‘Eam the fall of the republic to the pre-

‘mt time. A distinction was, however, soan

introduced. The sacred title of Augustus Wik
always reserved for the monarch, whilst the name
of Caesar was more freely communicated to his
relations ; and, from the reign of Hadrian *
least, was appropriated to the second person i
the state, who was cunmlmad‘. gs the presumps
tive heir of 4 I, |
mw:t,nf Augustas. i'n: nﬁu mﬂr 5
:Hh:rtiun which he had destroyed, can only be
explained by an attentive consideration of #v
character of that subtle tyrant, A cool heod, an -
unfeeling heart, and a cowardly disposition,
prompted hiny, at the age of nineteen, to assume
the mask of ypocrisy, which e never afterwands
lnid aside. With the same hand, and probubly
with the same temper, he signed the pru:scw

of Cicerp, and the pardon of Cinna.  His)

tues, and even his vices, were artificialys
:1::1::.1:|'_|'|].:I!,__r to the various dictates of his lﬂm
Lie was at first the enemy, and at lpst the

of the Roman world® When be i'rﬂqu.

wrtful system of the imperial authority, his mo-

-m“medhrhum He wuhﬂlh

1 O e i
.t.;qnmmmmwqumurmcnn.hh#
chunged like that of the exmolion g pale of fest, then red, afterwands
blacks e ot lasy sssmmed the mild Hvery of Vemnr and the groes
(Capsars, v Z'IHIJ Thig 1m1z:. pimployed ﬁ-hihm in bis imge

t § b feasiders this
. _Eﬁwam
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deveive the people by an image of civil liberty, CHAR
audthenrmmubyhﬁmgeﬂ'mri!mm- o

ment.

1. The death of Cmsar was ever before his imags o
eves. He had lavished wealth and honours o [ Treghling
huadmmﬂmmmtfummdfnmﬁ . A
his uncle were in the number of the conspirators.

The fidelity of the wm defend his
. lance tould not secure his pt_mm from the

E_ ger of a determined republican; and the Romans,
|

who revered the memory of Brutus,* would ap-
plaud the imitation of kis virtue, Ciesar had
provoked his fate, as mich by the ostentation of
his power, as by his power itself. The consil
or the tribune might bave reigned in peace,
The title of king had armed the Romans against
his life. Augustus was sensible that mankind is
+ governed by noumes; nor was he deceived in his
upum—ﬂttl:ﬂu sepate and people wonld

submit tog : | they were respectfully
assured that they still enjoyed their ancient free-

. A feeble senute and enervated peaple cheer-
'%hﬁeﬂmﬂnﬂmuhu

it was su| ¥ the virtue, or even by the pru-
Mce,uftﬁefmﬂm-uu&'!mgnstus It was a
motive of selfpreservation, not a pnnmplr. of
liberty, that animated the conspirators agninst

mmmmmm%w

‘M“qﬁ: the estabilishment of monarchy > the emperay
.qu_. inus rocan chruururlrumulpuﬂq
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n of the tyrant, without aiming their
blow at the authority of the emperor. '
Auapt of “There appears, indeed, one memorable occa-
Sher the  Sion, in which the senate, after seventy vears of
., patience, made an ineffectual attempt to reassume
its long-forgotten rights. When the throne was
vacant by the murder of Caligula, the consuls
convoked that assembly in the capitol, condemmn A
the memory of the Ceesars, gave the watch-
word liberfy to the few cohorts who faintly ad-
hered to their standard, and during eight-and<
forty hours, acted as the independent chiefs of @
free commonwealth, But while they deliberateds
the pratorian guards bad resolved. The stupid
Claudius, brother of Germanicus, was already i
their camp, invested with the imperial purple,
and prepared to support his election by arms.
The dream of liberty wos at an end; and the
senate awoke to all the horeors of inevitable s
vitude. Deserted by the people, and timuwf. |

by a military foree, that fechle

pelled to ratify the choice of w -
to embrace the benefit of an nm_ﬂhty. hick
Claudius had the prudence to offér, and the g&
nerosity to observe® T

o ‘1. The insolence of the armies inspired Au-

Eent for  grustus with fears of a still more alarming nature.

e anmies. P despair of the citizens could only attempt, ]
what the power of the soldiers was, at any time

=ltis mixch e ted, b .'F‘_,i“" ve lot the pars of Taciis
Mmmmmw 0 eontont purasiie
with the popular rmoun of Josephus, wmd the lmperfect biuM =
Dion apd Sustonlym =
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able to execute. How precarious was his own
authority over men whom he Lad taught to vio-
late every social duty ! He bad beard their se-
ditious clamours ; he dreaded their calmer mo-
ments of reflections One recolution bad been
purd'land‘ﬁﬂr'immense rewards ;. but a second
revolution might double those rewards. The

troops professed the fondest attathment to the

house of Cresar: but the attachments of the mul-

titude are capricious and inconstant.  Augustus
summoned to his aid whatever remained in those
fierce minds of Roman prejudices; enforoed the
rigour of discipline by the saniction of law ; and,
interposing the mujesty of the senate between the
emperor and the army, boldly claimed their alle-
giance, as the first magistrate of the republic.’

7

CHAP,
.

RREEs e

During a long period of two hundred andThei obe-

twenty years, from the estahlishment of this art-
ful system to the death of Commodus, the dan-
gers inherent to a military government were, in
a great mﬂmeﬁmpmnl, The soldiers were
seldom roused to that ﬂlli}imlu of their own
strength, and of the weakness of the civil ﬁﬂb
rity, which was, before and afterwardsy produc-
tive of sueh dreadful calamities. Caligula and

Domitian were assassingted in their palace by their
own domestick: the convulsions which sgitated

Rome on the death of the former, were confined

to the walls of the city. Mﬂmmlvd the

'Aw.lul" restorid the ancient severity of disciplige.  Afer the
wivll Iﬂﬁhﬂlw the endearing mame of followssoldions, and
eailed them only sdiers (Bueton, in August. «, 85, See the b

Tieriug mmade of the senave, in &rnmun; of ths I'Innmun“
(Tacit. Annal 1y,
18
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sempire in his ruin. Tn the space of eighteen
s, four princes perished by the sword: and
the Roman world was shaken by the fury of the
contending armies. Excepting only this short,
though violent, eruption of military licence, the
two centuries from Augustus to Commodus
pmednnyummedwithuﬁlhlmd,and -
disturbed by rev ulutmnﬁ The emperor was elect-

H’Mr nnﬂit“ uires & minute inspection:

of the Roman annals, to dwm[r three mu_uﬁf

miderable rebellions, which were all 51:;!]}1‘{'3““'
in a few months, and without even the h
of & battle®

In the elective monarchies, the vacancy of the
throne is a moment hgwrthdnngermﬂmwchﬂ
The Roman emperors, desirous to spare t&ﬁ
gions that interval of suspense, and the tem#ﬁ‘
tion of an irregular choice, invested their @
signed successor with so large a share of pi 5
power, as should enable Lim, ufter their de
to assume the remamﬂm', without nﬂi‘qﬂng.

& Thess wirils sem 16 have boomytbe constitution! langunge. S

'T-H.Mﬂ; e - LA

hmm“mm Ih#il?ll‘.l;ﬂ
Daimatis myminet Claudiun, and was ﬂumﬁ'ﬁ;mmmh
five days mmeuhmwﬂ
against Dumitlnn ; end the third, Atiﬂulm |n|h¢ﬂiq_#
M. Antoninug T.bqhq__l_u;ll _Hti‘rhﬂh.uﬂ!’ﬂ'
:ngthmmwr nﬂ.ﬂdhmmmﬂ

name amil famil

tmnare to perceive the ehange of masters. hus -

1
i

¥
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Augustus, after all his fairer prospects had been CHAP.
snatched from him by untimely deaths, rested Lis "
lust hopes on Tiberius, obtained for bis adopted o Ti=-
ronthe, ceaniginl g W-‘pﬂm and ™"

the pmrﬁpﬂ m:d the armies.. Thus Vespa-of T
sian subdued the generous mind of his eldest son.
"Titus was adored by the eastern legious, which,
under his command, had recently achieved the
conguest of Judea. His power was dreaded,
and, as his virtues were dwdm.l by the intem-
perance of youth, his dmgﬂ were w
[nstead of listening to such wnworthy s

the prudent monarch associated Titus to the f
powers of the imperial dignity; and the grateful
son ever approved himself the bumble and faith-
fuul minister of so indulgent a father.

The good sense of Vespasian engaged him i0-The ree of
deed to embrace every measure that might con- {7 =
firm his rccent and precarious elevation. j;u;l?m-mu fo
military mth.mmﬁﬁmﬁmgwm

comsecrated, by the habits nimm

, to the name and family of the Csars;

and although that family had been continued
only hy theﬁuﬂﬁous rite of adoption, the Ro-
mans still revered, in the person of Nero, the
grandson of Germanicus, and the lineal successor
of Augustus. It was not wi :q.h&hﬂ&e,auﬂ
mmnﬂ.r, t.luu the pmlﬁnn gunnh haﬂ' been

w‘iﬂ-ihw.hu.c 121,  Sucton. LnT-!u:r o M
* Sueton: In TIL e 6. Plin, in Prafat. Hit Natue,

14
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aded to abandon the cause of the L}rrant.}- '

A downial. of Galha, Otho, and Vitellius, © 1

énght the armies to consider the emperors us the.
creatures of fheir will, and the instruments of.
their licence. The birth of Vespasian was meang

his grandfather had been a private soldier, his
father a petty officer of the revenue;™ his own,
merit had raised him, in an advanced age, to the
empire; but his merit was rather useful thans

ﬂmunug. and his.virtues were disgraced by a stn:h*f
o sordid parsimony. Such a prince

mltul true interest by the association ol a son, !.I

whose more splendid and amiable character :uiyiﬂ F

turn the public attention, from the ohscure origiiy

to the future glories, of the Flavian house. Under

the mildadministration of Titus, the Romanworld.
enjoyed a transient felicity, and his beloved me-

mory served to rotect, above fifteen years, ﬂn

vices of his brother Domitian. ‘
Nerva had scarcely accepted the purple § rr

the assassins of Domitian, before he di ey

that his feeble age was unable to stem th;e

rent of public disorders, which had Illl.llti]'lﬂﬂ!h,-._|

under the long tyranny of his pmdﬂmnr

mild disposition was respected by the good ; but

the degenerate Romans required a more vigorous

. character, whese justive should strike terror into

the guilty. Though be had several relations, e

' This ides is froquently snd strongly incalented By Tacltus’ !ill
st 3 5 18, i 56,
= The enpe=ir Venpanin, ﬂﬂﬂﬂmwﬂﬂ‘
-h-w o deduced Wi funlly from Flavios, the
n&mmﬂwmuwuw
Burt. In Verpasian, ¢ ]2
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 fixed his choice on a stranger. He adopted Tra- crae.
Jan, then about forty ymﬂfnga. and who com-
manded & powerful army in the lower Germany ;
and mmedhuly ayn dm of the senate, de-
clared him 1 W& successor in the
empire® It 'ﬁ’ﬁmerety to be lamented, thats s o8
whilst-we are fatigued with the disgustful relation
of Nero's crimes and follies, we are reduced to
eollect the actions of Trajan from t
ings of an abridgement, or the doubtful lght of

|, @ panecgyric. There remains, however, one pa-

| megyric far removed heyundthesupmd‘ flnt-

- tery.  Above two hundred and fifty years after

the death of Trajan, thrmmta,inpudﬁngﬂnt

the customary acclamations on the accession of

a new emperor, wished that he might surpass

the felicity of Augustus, and the virtue of Tra-

jan,”

We may readily believe, that the father of his’ﬁf‘u'l'-
mnh'_rhedtutdwhnthnr he ought to entrust the drss.
various and doubtful character of his kinsman
Hadrian with sovereign power. In his last ma.

the arts of the empress Plotina cither

e the irresolution of Trajan, or boldly sup-
posed a fietitious adoption ;* the truth of which
eould not be safely disputed, and Hadrian was

A

& Dhon, b luvdil, e 1121 Piln, Becund. m-humii-. i
* Fulicior Augast, wesns Taajawe Butrops wiily S

" # om0, xis, [~ 1249) ffirmes thie wehile te Nave bieen 2 Betlim,
on fhewnthiority uf his fathee, whis Delng governnt of the frovincs
where Trgjan died, hmd very good opportonitics of «ifMeg thiv mr=
terboul transaetion,  Yet Dotwell (Pradect. Camden, wvii) hes giais-
tuined that Hadrien was called o the cortain bope of the :uﬂu
fluring the Tifetime of Tenjan.
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CHAP, ﬁmﬂwluﬂgﬂd ns his lawful successor.
3 reign, as has been already mentionesd,

Adoption
of the &=
der and

Verus

TS the empire flourished in peace and prosperity.
He encouraged the arts, reformed the laws, as-
serted rrul:.tur;f discipline, and visited all his pro-
vinces in person. Hisvast and active genius
was equally suited to the most enlarged views,
and the minute details of civil policy. But the
ruling passions of his sonl were curiosity and
vanity., As they prevailed, and as they were
wwm oljects, Hadrian was, by
tums, an excellent prince, a ridiculous sophist
and a jealous tyrant. The general tenor of his
conduct deserved praise for its equity and mes
deration. Yet in the first days of his reign, he
put to death four consular senators, his personal
en&n:uu.nnﬂ men who had been judged worthyof
empire; and the tediousness of a puinful illness
rendered him, at last, peevish and cruel. The
senate doubted whether they shonld pronounce
him a god or a tyrant; and the honours deeresd
to his memory were granted to the pﬂ;ﬂm#‘
the pious Antoninns.? : il
The caprice of Hadrian influenced his choice
of a successor. After revolving in bis mind se-
veral men of distinguished merit, whom he
esteerncd and lated, be adopted Elius Verus,s
gay and voluptuous nobleman, recommendad by
uncommeon beauty to the laver of Antinops’

A ﬂi"-ﬂ (rregn 11703 Aurgly

3 _.

mm—ﬂfﬂuﬂm Yot we mey vemark, umurmlﬂﬂil C
emperErt
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reign power. Among t!te many vices m

« younger Verus, he possessed ope virtue; a duti-

ful reverence for his wiser colleague, to whom
he willingly abandoned the ruder cares o
The philosophic emperor disseinlled his
lamented his early death, and cast a decent veil
over his memory.
As soon as Hadrian's passion was cither gmtl-ﬂrﬂ-:n!mﬂ
fied or disappointed, he resolveil to deserve the Antomines
thanks of posterity, by placing the most exalted

merit on the Roman throne. His discerning eye

. easily discovered o senator about fifty yeurs of
- iige, blameless in all the ‘offices of life; and a

M of aimut seventeen, whose riper years
spect of every virtue; -ﬁtﬁlﬂr,
of these lered the son and sticeessor of
Hlllriﬂn on m:m, however, that he himself
should immediately adopt the younger. The
two Antowines (for it is of them that we arenow
- _'guvrrnml thell.mwnd&ﬁfrrl}»twm oy s
Sy
“ﬂ#m the anly ons whose taats i la-rr way entirely

woroeets For the bunouss of Antlious, res Spasheim Coammmge
lﬂ#“hhmuﬁmmpﬁ

*ilist Augvst, p 13 Anrellig Victar in Eyitom.
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af Pius.

'm ﬂ)ﬂﬁ-ﬁh‘hﬂtﬂﬂﬁgﬂ and,

‘THE DECLINE AND PALL i;
_ ith the same invariable spirit of willﬁ'i‘}
1e.  Although Pius had two sons,' he E
preferred the welfare of Rome to the mlﬂ'ﬁld
his family, gave his daughter Faustina in mar “
riage to young Marcus, obtained from these
nate the tribunitian and proconsular powers, and
with a noble disdain, or rather ignorance nfpn-%
lousy; associated him to all the labours of gﬂ{‘
ummunt Murl:ua'. on the other hand, revered <
Joved him as ':':"

he was no mgre, regulated his own administe
tion by the example and maxims of his prede
cessor. Their united reigns are possibly the cﬂ*
period of history in which the happiness of o

great people was the sole object of government.

Titus Antoninus Pius has been justly dene-
minated a second Numa, The same Imrenfm
ligion, justice, and peace, was the disti
characteristic of both princes. But the si j
of the latter opened a much larger ﬁlﬂdﬁiﬂ
exercise of those virtues. Numn could, uﬂj
prevent a few neighbouring villages from pilla- -1
dering each other's harvests, Antoninus
order and tranquillity over the greatest part of
the carth. Hilmgnmmukedl;ythtum’ﬁ- {
wmlgtnffnrmﬁﬂng very few materials for his
tory ; which is, indeed, little more than ﬁt 3

| Withoot tha help of medqhwlmfpﬁlﬂ. ﬂ-hmld II'H"
mdthligt.whmmuylu ey o Pl .
"'l'luﬁ.u'-lh._ -1l & 'imﬂmﬂﬂ :
o mmnmlﬁmmn“
times Hump.h ’
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mgmterufth& crimes, follies, and misfortunes cHAP.
of mankind. Inprbmltfe.'llﬂmnnmu- £

- able, uweﬂu-iguﬂi’m The native sim-
i T 1_| ﬁ‘mm‘

The virtue of Marcus 'Lur(-hu.s Antoninus WSO Marcus)

of a severer and more hlhunuus kind.* It was
the welkearned harvest of m;wlmmai cou-
ference, of miny o plttntjenm and many a
midnight Ilucubration. At the age of twelve

~years, he emliraced the rigid system of the stoics,
 which taught him to submit his body to his
mind, his passions to his reason ; to consider vir-
tue as the only good, vice as the only evil, all
things external, as things indifferent.” Iis

e e

M yas fimed of e beatre, sod not fosensible 10 the clnrms of
the fuit wex. Marcis Autoolnos, fy 16 Hist. Augoet. p. 29, €.
Juﬁnhl‘-‘m 1
% Theenemles of Marcus chargsd ‘him with' Sypoerisy, -ﬂ,ﬂi
 mwant of that simplicity which distisguished Piis, and ey
 (Hist Ay Thia suspision, unjost s it was, may sove
1 secount for o stipesiar upplause bestowed wpen personal quallfi-
catlans, in profierence W ihe social virtdes, Even Mareus Antonk
s fay Beens callod o Bpeerite, bit the willest scepticlsm never in-
shpuited that Cosar might posclbly be a cowend, or Tully 3 fl. _
Wit nned sulour sre qualifications  mors l-ﬂj-mﬂﬂ thin b
”}'ﬁ'ﬂhh“uﬁmiﬂr

¥ it et haracterized; 1R TEN Borin, ﬂ:pﬁuﬂnur B
portico: Ductires mplestie secutus est, qul sals bowy, g laneda,
mmaly mansim qim torpia s potiniam, nobilitatem, esterimgues cotra
Shimwm, feque bunis soque malis adoumerant.  Tugit. Hist iy &

L r

L
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dita composed in the tumult of a camp; -
‘still extant; and he even eondescended to
give lessons of philosophy, in o more publie
manner than was perhaps consistent with the
modesty of a sage, ar the dignity of an empé.
ror.®  But his life was the noblest commentary
on the precepts of Zeno, He was severe to him.
selfy indulgent to the imperfection of others
Jjust and hﬂntﬁn_ut to all mankind. He regretted
s who excited a rebellion
in Syria, lind disappointed bim, by a voluntary
death, of the pleasure of converting an eneny
into a friend; and he justified the sincerity of thif
sentiment, by moderating the zeal of the senute
against the adherents of the traitor.” Warlie
Mﬂ.uthedwnndm]mqtyurhm
nature; but when the necessity of a just #m
called upon him to take up arms, he ¥
exposed his person to eight winter campaign
the frozen banks of the Danube, the se
whichi was at list fatal to the weakness of hiscon JH
stitution. His memory was revered by a i
posterity ; and above a gentury after his
many persons preserved the image of Mucu:ﬂ.
tonings among those of their houschold gods® 1
57:'5.: Elmmcﬂled to fix the pmodintﬁ
history of the world during which the condition
of the human race was most happy and prm{li—*

‘mhmlnnlmm.mmthw-

he rewd leet r Roman people during tlree
st. {n Cas i

£ Dien,: Lhﬂ,pﬂﬁ !i-f.a!nruﬂ.mmm.m g -
* Hist. August. in Mare. Antonin. c. 15,
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. eus, he would without hesitation, name that cn
which elapsed from the death of Domitian to

ML
s

the accession of Gmuim- Th&mmt of

hmdg&m mme Empemx. whose cha-
racters and authority commanded involuntary
tuspect.  The forms of the eivil

were carefully preserved by Nerva, ijnh, Ha-
driam, and the Antonines, who delighted in the
unnge of liberty, and were pleased with consider-
ing themselves as the sccountable ministers of the
laws.  Such princes deserved the honour of ‘re-
storing the republie, had the Romans of their
days been - capable of enjoying a rational free-
dom.

The labours of these monarchs were arrcrpmdi;:l prece.
by thie immense reward that inseparably waitediuee
on their success; by the honest pride of virtue,
and h,-tbewduhght of beholding the ge-
ncral happiness of which they were tht:nﬂulq.

A just, but melancholy reflection embittered,
. the noblest of human enjoyments
They must often have recollected thednstability
of a happiness which depended on the character
of a single man. The fatal moment was perhaps \
approaching, when same licentious youth, orsone
Jjealous tyrant, would abuse; to the destruction,
that. abisolute power, which they had @Xerted
for the benefit of their people.  TH ideal re-
straints of the senate and the laws might serye
to display the virtues, hut cosld never coreert
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cnar. mq;ﬂ the emperor. The military foice &
R\ and irresistible instrument of oppress
~ ‘sion; and the corruption of Roman manners
would always supply flatterers eager to applaud, -
and ministers prepared to serve, the fear or thes =
avarice, the lust or the cruelty, of their masters.
Mooy ok, These gloomy appreliensions had been alremlr, i
c.um justified by the experience of the Romans. W

Pt annals of the emperors inuhlt a strong and vari

ous picture of human natu ur—shww'

tﬁ'l-ﬂf ‘modern -hu:tun' In the LErllduct of th
monarchs we may trace the utmost lines of vi
and virtue ; the most exalted perfection, and thes
meanest of our own species. 3
golden age of Trajan and the Antonines had been.
preceded by an age of iron. Il.nulmmtsupﬂ-
fluous to enumerate the unworthy successors of
* Augustus. . Their unparalleled vices, ‘m
splendid theatre on which they were acted:h
saved them from oblivion. The dark unrele
ing Tiberius, the furious Caligula, the fee
Claudius, the profligate and cruel Nero,
beastly Vitellius,® and the timid mhnmnn,,
mitian, sre condemned to everlasting infam
L I L -
‘thm exnilog, ot leost aix nﬁﬂlﬂldﬁl 1’
mutey In ahout seven moathe T i oot sasy 1o express his ¥
-nhﬂnmr, or even decency,  Taritus fuirly calls him P ﬂh
hh}-aulpmmhuguammmlicwhlw- "MW" iy
& ffus, winbraculls borforum nhd:tu, bl ignare asimalis, %
“ 2 cibam jseant tarpenique, pretecita, Instsntia, fitude
* pari shlivlode dimissrat.  Amjue illum semore Arving 9 .
* ' Tocit, Mives Hi, 36, 1, 95, Sueam. fn Viteh

o
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. During mmm{m only theshort ¢

and doubtful _ reigti®) Rome "
groaned heneath an aﬁremittiug tyedntiy, which
i : - qﬁﬂm republic,

';‘é’“

Unﬂﬁurﬁgn of these monsters, the slavery Peeutiar
of the Romans was sceompiuiied with tWo pecu- . .
liar circumstances, the otie -ﬁmw:ﬂmz-

former liberty, the other by their exténsive con-tyraats.

quests, which rendered their condition more com-

pletcly wretched than that of the victims of ty-

ranmy in 4n¥ other age or country. Fmﬁﬁu-

causes were derived, 1. The'
of the suffercrs; and, 2. The impossibility of
escaping from the hand of the oppressor.

1. When Persia was governed by the descend: EW-,;“

ants of Sefi,a race ol princes, whose wanton ernel-Orientae.

ty often stained their divan, their table, and
their béd, with the blood of their favourites,
there is o saying recorded of a young noblemnn,
that he never departed

from the sultan’s pre-

senice, without satisfying himself whether his

Lead was still on his shonlders. The expetience

of every dhy might almost justify the scepticism
of Rustan® Yet the futal sword, suspended

above him by o single thread, seems not to have

disturbed the slumbers, or interruptéd the tran-

qmlﬁtr. of the Persian. Themmwlu‘rm

-mw:r Helvidiuz Priscus; and of the 'ﬁ;mu Epe-
nina, Mligrased the relgn of Vespasisn.
¥ Voyuge de Chardip en Perse, vol. 6, p 2399,
YoL. I. K

ik o=



CHAF. he we ;, could level him with the dust;

> but the stroke of lightning or apoplexy might be

equally fatal; and it was the part of a wise man,
to forget the inevitable calamities of human life
in the enjoyment of the fleeting hour. He was
dignified with the appellation of the king’s slave;
had, perhaps, been purchased from obscure pa-
rents, in & country which he had never known;
and was trained up from his infancy in the severe
discipline of the seraglio.* ki his wealth,
his honours, Wer » the gift of a masfer, who might,
awithout injustice, resume what he had bestowed.
Rustan’s knowledge, if he possessed any, could
only serve to confirm his habits by prejudices.
His language afforded not words for any form of
_government, except absolute monarchy. The
‘history of the East informed him, that such bad
jever_been. the condition of mankin," _The
* Koran, and the interpreters of that divine book,
. inculcated to him, that the sultan was thedescend-
ant of the prophet, and the vicegerent of heaven:
that patience was the first virtue of a mussulman.
and unlimited obedience thegreatduty of asubject.

Knowieage  The minds of the Romans were very differ-,

and free

cpiritor se€Dtly prepared for slavery. Oppressed beneath
s t‘h.ﬁw;i&ht af their own corruption g@,ﬁgﬂlp

ary violence, they for n.Inm_g while preserved the

FThe ]'-mﬁ!'-tl-ru:.?rl.lr]ng slaves Lo the great offices of stote s wtill
sire eemibn armoig the Turks thak-mmig the (Porsians The
miserahle countries of Georgia and: Clressis. sopply Tl @ the
= w

- ﬂgﬁﬂiﬁwﬁm-w#
mo Idess of the el and mifdiess of our geyermmers
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sentiments, or at least the ideas, of their free- cHar.

born- ancestors. The education of Helvidios ond ™

Thrasen, of Tacitus and Pliny, was the same as
that of Cato and Cicero. From ‘Grecian phi-
losophy, mqmmmﬂm
liberal notians of the dignity of human nature,
and the origin of civil society. The history of
their own country had taught them to revere a
mmﬂntwwﬁmmm

to abhor the successful erimes of Ciesar and Au-
gustus; and inwardly to despise those tyrants
whom they adored with the most abject flattery.
As magistrates and senators, they were admitted
into the great council, which had once dictated
liws to the earth, whose nmme still Fave a sane-
tion to the acts of the monarch, and whose autho-
rity was so often prostituted to the vilest pur-
poses of tyranny, Tiberius, and those emperors
who adopted his maxims, attempted to disguise
their murders by the formalities of justice, and
perhaps enjoyed a secret pleasure in rendering the
senate their accomplice as well as their vietim.
By this assembly, the last of the Romans were

condemned for imaginary crimes and real vir-

‘tues. Their infumous accusers assumed the lan-

guage of independent patriots, who arraigned a
dangerous citizen before the tribunal of his coun- -

try; and the public service was rewarded by
riches n.'ml honours.! The servile ;l:dgu pro-

‘m alleged the exemple of Scipio and l:-l.ﬁ‘il.'Tl!iL Annal.
fif B0  Marcellus Epiros and Crispus Vibios had scquired twa
mullices =
E2

-



fa2 FAE DECLINE AND FALL
CHAP. Wtﬁemujm@ﬁ&emﬂlﬂﬂwﬂﬁ. :
ML oiated in the persan of its first magistrate!

"= whose clemency they most applanded when they
trembled the most &t bis inexorable and impend-
ing eruclty.! The Lyrant beheld their baseness
with just contempt, and encountered their secret
sentiments of detestation with sincere and uvow-
ed hatred for the whole body of the senate.

Euventof 3. The division of Europe into a number of
pire It Mw € cie ; _'_" .. *i‘m
Nt other by the general resemblance of religion,
refge. lgnguage, und manners, is productive of the

most beneficial consequences to the liberty of
mankind. A modern tyrant, who should find
fio resistance either in his own breast, or in his

prople, would soon experience & gentle restraint
fram the efample of his equals, the dread of
present eensure, the advice of his allics, and the
. apprehension of his enemies.  The object of his

displensire, escaping from the narrow limits of
miflions 4d & BAlF dndér Nera, Their wealth, which "
their erimes, protected them under Vesposlan,  See Tasit.
$1 Dialog do Orutors ¢ B Far on aceusstion, Hepalun, it
ulject uf Plings sative, seceived from the semate the cunsular arase
iments, and o present of siaty tha pounds. v

* The erime of majesfy was formerly o treasunalis olfence against
the Roman peoples  Ad tribunes of the peaples Augusiay and Tibe
rius sppliod ik to tele wwn permons, and extended 10 W un indsils

P After the virtoons and unforiosats widow uf Germanbes hod
boen put to desth, Tiberius roceived the thisls of the senate fot
his clemency, She bhad not been paldiely strangiod 3 nor e ibe
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his dominions, would easily obtain, in a happicr mtzﬂ

elimate, a secure refuge, n new fortune adequate _h_'_l._

to his merit, the freedom of complaint, and per-
the Romans ﬁ’? 1, and when that
empire fell into the hands of a single persan, the
world _ﬁi?ai‘n’é‘ﬁ safe and dreary prison for his
enemies. The slave of imperinl al despotism, whe-
in Rome and the senate, or to wear out a Tife of
exile on the barren rock of Seriphus, or the fro-
zen banks of the Danube, expected bis fate in
impossible to fly. On every side he was cncom-

passed with a vast extent of sea and land, which

. he could never hope to traverse without heing

discovered, scized, and restored to his irritated
muster. Beyond the frontiers, his anxisus view
¢ould discover nothing, except the ocean, in-
liospitable deserts, hostile tribes of harbarians,
of ficfce manners and unknown language, or
dépendent kings, who would gladly purchase the
emperor's protection by the sacrifice of an ob-
noxious fugitive*  © Wherever you aré,” said

= Beriphuin wia & emall rocky island in fhe Egean ses, the inhs-
itamks of which were despised  for (heir ignamnce and obscurity.
The place of Ovid's exile fa well known, by hie jout, but ummaily
lamantations, 1t should Hﬂ.ﬂulhiq.nl!uﬂrﬂlhuilrﬁ
Jeave Rime in se many days, shi'h transpoct himslf fo Temi:
Guards and gaolers wers unnectyIRcy. i’ 2

n Uper Tiberins,  Roman knight stismjited m?a_r 10 the Par-
thinne &ﬂmﬂmlhemﬁnhlllri‘ﬁ:l[ji b lﬂﬂll.hdmﬁ

k3

#
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_.L :

 CHAP. 1V- v
TR« . G v
The cruelty, follies, and murder of Contmodis,—Elec-
tiom-of Pertinax.—His attempls (o reform the state.
—His assassvation of U preoian guards

i S . R e war
T ie mildness of Marcus, which the rigid dis- CHAP.
cipline of the stoics was unable to eradicate, :i_
formed, atsthessame. time, the most amiahle, Jerees,
and the-only defective, part of his character.

His excellent understanding was often deceived

by the unsuspecting goodness of his heart, Art-

ful men, sho study the passions of princes, and
conceal their own, approached his person in the
disguise of philosophic sanctity, and acquired

riches and honours by affecting to despise them.®

His excessive indulgence to his brother, his wife,

and his son, exceeded the bounds of private vir-
tue, and became a public injury, by the example
and consequences of their viees. ot

Fausting, the daughter of Pius, and the wifeo nis wife
of Marens, had been as much celebrated for her "™
- gallantries as for her beauty, The grave sim-
plicity of the philosopher was ill calculated to
engage her wanton levity, or to fix that un-

bounded passion for variety, which often disco-
verad personal merit in the meurjest of man-
' N -

':'_'-'-'ﬂﬂ. complaints of Avidius Casslus, Mist Anpuint. polibd

These are, it is trae, the complaints of faction j but cven fuctinm
Eraggriates, ruther thyn inTente.

, .-;:-
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THE DECLINE AND FALL.
ﬁn@ Cupid of the ancients, was, in gene-
wernes T8ly 8 ¥ery sensual deity; and the amours of an
empress, as they exact on her side the plainest
advances, are seldom susceptible of much senti-
mental delicacy. Marcus was the only man in
the empire who seemed ignorant or insensible of
the irregularities of Faustina; which, according
to the prejudices of every age, reflected sqme

disgrace on the injured huslmnd. He promoted.
several of ber | )

i.ljlsl:l..l‘ml:llgIr gave her proofs of the mest tender r.l:rﬂ.-ﬂ

fidence, and of a respect which ended not w lﬁ.-
her life. In his meditations, he thanks the godé,
who had bestowed on lim a wile, so faithful, so.
gentle, and. of such a wonderful simplicity of
manners!  The obsequious seoate, ot his eare

mmueu,dmlund her a godiless.  She was,

represented, in her temples, with the attributes
of Juno, Venus, and Ceres; and it was decreed

that, on the day of their nuptials, the youth of
cither sex should pay their vows before the M
of their chaste patroness.

.uﬂ
‘Fumummhmmwﬂummﬁm -u-tumﬂ- -

eas it glalliatoriis, elegiose.  Flisl, August p. 30, Lampridiu ¢xs =

.h. R o B e e e Lt m £ -.-
‘Hnliu.kl.L mmu—wummﬂ;qdm
cut bt Madam Dhacier asures us (und we may eredit a ladios

that the husband gll[ ulways be deceived, i e wifa w-dm?!
- August. p 33 M-

Mﬁmﬁﬁﬂ&-ﬁﬁmp 589 mm .

tion of Fussting s the only defoct whick Julian's etitician i 1
Alscover in the all-accomplished chavacter of Mureus,

J
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The monstrous. vices of the son have cast a CHAPR
shade on the Pﬂﬂtj'ﬂ'ﬂwﬁthﬂls virtues. It____,,_,_
hglheeqomwh!ﬂ#ﬂhlm that he sacrificed o s =
the happiness nﬁ:ndpm:iﬂ:ty for tus.
qwurthlm m;-h&meammm
his uw'nm er than in the republic.
Nothing, however, was negiected by the anxious
father, and by the men: of virtue and learning

whom he summaned to his assistanet,, to expand
flll. parrow mind of young Commodus, o cor-
reet his growing vices, and to render him wor-
thy af thu-ﬂrvne. for which he was designed.
But the power urchﬁqqiqnm:nf much
efiicncy, exoept in those hippy dispositions where

it is almost superflious. - The distasteful lesson
of a grave philosopher was, in @ moment, obli-
terated hy the whisper of a profligate favourite;
and Marcus himself” blasted the fruits of this
Inboured edueation, by admitiing his son, at the
age of fourteen or fifteen, to a full participation of
the imperial power. He lived but four years after-
wards; but he lived iungwfpmlmntnmh
_mensure, which raised the impetuous youth sbove
the restraint of reason and authority.
Most of the erimes which disturh the internal Accsmion

the cme-

peace of society, are produced by the rutmmtsw Com
which the necessary, but unequal laws of L s
perty have imposed on- the “iipeﬁtﬂd'm
kind, I:ay confining to a few the puinmim
thmaljem that are coveted by medny. — Of all
' ns and appetites, the love {f power is
of the most imperious and unsociable nature, since
the pride of one man requires the submission of
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Charscter
of Com-

THE DECLINE AND PALL

the Mititude, Tn the tumult of civil discord,
the laws of society lose their force, and their place

" fg'seldom supplied by those of humanity. The

ardour of contention, the pride of victory, the
despair of succg®® the memory of past injuries,
and the fenr of future dangers, all contribute to
inflame the mind, and to silence the voice of
pity.  From such motives almost every page of
history has been stained with civil blood; but
these motives will not account for the unpro-
voked cruelties of Commuodus, who had nothing to
wish, and every thing to enjoy. The beloved
som of Marcus succeeded to his father, amidst
the acclamations of the senate and armies,” and
when he ascended the throne, the happy youth
saw round him neither competitor to reimove, nor
encmies to punish. In this calm elevated station,
it was surely natural, that he should prefer the
love of mankind to their detestation, the mild
glories of bis five predecessors, to the ignumﬂ-
ous fate of Nero, and Domitinn.

Yot Commodus was not, as he has been l'q'.*-_,
sented, a tyger born with an insatiate thirst 'lf
human blood, and eapable; from his infancy, of
the most inhumen actions® Nature had formed
hﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ; rather than a wicked disposition.
His simplicity and timidity rendered him theslave
of his attendants, who gradually wru;mf his

* Commadis wos the first Whmmmﬁ%
mmlheilm e h:ltu-y uunmm-_

medals date Ly the i,
muﬂmlﬂ#mm- ‘Kmmli.r@
= Jlist Angust: p. 48,
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mind. Fs cruelty, which at first obeyed the cirAr,
dictates of others, dégenerated Tiito habit, and at "

length became the ruling passion of his soul.”
Upon the death of his futher, Commodus

found himself embarrassed with the command s A

a great -rﬁﬂﬂre conduct of a difficult war
against the Quadi and Marcomanni.!  The ser-
vile and profligate youths whom Marcus had
ence about the new emperor. They exnggerated
the hardships and dangers of & campaign in the
wild countries beyond the Danube; and they
name, and the arms of his lieutenants, would be
sufficient to complete the conquest of the dismay-
ed barbarians, or to impose such conditions, as
were more advantageous than any conquest. By
a dexterous application to his sensunl appetites,
they compared the tranquillity, the splendour, the
‘refined pleasures of Rome, with the tumult of a
Pannonian camp, ‘which afforded neither leisure
' normaterials for luxury.* Commodus listened to
the pleasing advice: but whilst be hesitated be-
twoen his own inclination, and the awe which he
still retained for his father's counseliors, the sum-
mer insensibly elapsed, and his triumphal entry
into the capital was deferred till the autumn. 1lis
graceful person,' popular address, and imagined

* Biion Casina, L bxxil, p 190 ¥ o b

+ Meconding to Tertullisn (Apsleg- e 25); he ed st Sirmiim.
Buit the shimuion of Vindobous, or Vienna, wherp both the Vielors

- death, s better adapied to the operstions of the wir sguing

the anal xnd Quadi. .
* Herodlum, L, po 18 .
! Herodlan, k|, p 16

ap il
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CHAT. rml:u-acmd the publie favour; the honour-
™' able peace which he had recently granted to the
~ barbarians, diffused an universal joy;™ his impa-
tience to revisit Rome was fondly ascribed to the
fove of his country ; and his dissolute course of
amusements was faintly condemned in a pruuh

of nincteen years of age.

During the three first years of his reign, the
forms, and even the spirit of the old adninistra-
tion were maintained by those fithiul counsel-
lors, to whom Marcus had recommended his
son, and for whose wisdom and integrity C;’ﬁ .
modus still entertained a reluctant esteem _
young prince and his profligate favourites revelled
in all the licence of sovereign power; hut his
hands were yet unstained with blood, and he
had even displayed a generosity of sentiment,
which might, perhaps, have ripened into solid
virtme® A fatal incident decided his fluctunting
characteér. S o

:;mﬂ One evening, as the emperor was _
the palace, thiough a dark and narrow

“® 1% the amphitheatre,” an assassin, ‘Iﬂlﬁ‘ﬂlﬂli* r
passage, runhﬂdupm him with a dhwhﬂ
loudly exclaiming, = T'he senale sends you this.
The menace prevented the deed; the mﬁ#‘
=eized by the guards, and immediately y
the authors of the conspiracy. It had been formed

= This nl‘l'ﬂ'\n!_]lw i well descritod (ﬁﬂ‘- mndals as well 18"
historians) by Mr! Wotten, Hist. of Rome, p 198, 180 ¢

= Muniline, the conbeentinl scretary of Avidin Cassius, was die
covered after he hisd bein concealed. seversl yrass. The ewpers
nelily velbeved ‘the public auxicty, by refusing to soe him, end biming

®in popers without opening them. [Hon. Cassios, ), ol e Leos.
* Sze Maflyi degll Amphitheatri, p. 136
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not in the state, hut within the walls of the cwar
palace. Lucills, the emperor’s sister, and widow N'“
of Lucius Verus, impatient of the second rank,
the murderer against her brother’s fife.  She had

not ventured to eommunicate the black design to

her secom) husband Claudius Pompeinnus, a sena-

tor of distinguished merit.aod unshaken loyalty;
but ameng the erowd of her: lovers (for she .
imitated the manners ol Faustina) she found men.
of desperate fortuncsand wild ambition, who were
prepared toserve her more violent, as well a3 her
the rigour of justice; and the abandoned princess
wis punished, first with exile, and afterwards
with death.” j

But the words of the assassin sunk deep intothe Hered snd
mind of Commodus, and left an indeclible im-mﬁi,
pressionof fear and hatred against the whole body et
of the senate. Those whom he had dreaded as
importunate ministers, he now suspected us secret
enemies.  The delators, a race of men discou-
raged, and almost extingnished, under the for-
mer reigas, egain became furmidable, as soon as
they discovered that the emperor was desirous of
finding disaffection and treason in the semate.
That assembly, whom Marcushad everconsidered
as the great council of the nation, was composed
of the most distinguished of the Romans; and
distinction of every kind soon became criminal.

* Dign, L tafi, p 1205 Heodiag, L p 16 Hist. August,
» 4G, o :
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T of wealth stimulated the diligence
_of -g mnformers ; rigid virtue implied a tacit
ngnmﬂ of the irregularities of Commodus; im-
portant services implied a dangerous superiority
~of merit; and the friendship of the father always
ensured the aversion of the son.  Suspicion was
equivalent to proof; trinl to condemnation:
The execution of a considerable senator was at-
tended with the death nf all who mlgi.l.l Iam{mt
or nwugl,_ « fate; and when
anee .
of pity or remorse.
Of these innocent victims of tyranny, n
died more lamented than lhu two brothers of

Quintilian family, hhxm_m _sand Lundsmulﬁ

whose fraternal love bas saved their names ll'aF

cblivion, and endeared their memory to ;
rity. Their studies and their. occupations, _"‘ r
pursuits and their pleasures, were still the s

In the enjoyment of a great estate, they.
admitted the idea of a scparate interest;

fragments are now extant of a treatise which th

composed in_common ; and. in every iwtb
life it was observed, that their two bodies
animated by one soul, The Antonines, @

vialued %mmd delighted in tiim:“llﬁl’il '

n, in the same year, to the consul-
slup and Emn afterwards entrusted to
Joint care the civil administration. of Gn

and a gread military command, in which ,ﬁiﬁf
Obta.mcd a sagml vhﬁwy”lhﬂﬂrm ’I'II!'.

_r-‘_"ﬂp t.

e T =

'II'.
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kind cruelty of Commodus united them in CHAF.
"]ﬂﬂth‘ b e
The tyrant’ snge,#fber'fntmglhe& ig nohlest The minfs
blood of ﬂmmnie. st qugth ecoiled on the i "

m‘fﬂf aml amlm.mua m:nmt.er_ who had

.'%%ﬁmﬁ&ﬁl a rtmiii

of vigour and ability. By acts of t-*ct::ﬂ.lun, and

the imlul.eduﬂ:nteaﬂf the nobles §u{,nﬁced to his

a h& d a tui_ an gumpnw trea-
“‘V% SRl ._.mnaﬁs: “! 4

meclmte command: and his son, who a
discovered o military genius, wos at the head af'
the Ilyrian legions, Perénnis aspired to the
gmpire; or what, in the eyes of Commodus,
amounted to the same crime, he was capable of
Aaspiring to u, ]mﬂ e not been prevented, sur-
ﬁ!ﬂd.nnﬂ to tj:l 'I']mﬁllul‘u:mmﬂtnrn--.m
Jis o yery trifling incide 1 i +._k£%m'y
f the empire ; but it was.

ry circumstanee, which prnﬂ!r.f ]:u;ln

' --'“I es_of I].i.'-ni.lph.l.'l-l. were almuly ri

inistration uf Perennis, iﬂrmt.d o deputation
-ni" fifteen hundred ulﬂct men, with ins
1o march to Rome, and loy their wﬂ
:hefm the empf_rur ‘I‘hﬁn mmm-;

‘P*_“-w Mhe, Augustan Historr, Casubin has eollectsad
z cumber of pasticulivs conceruing thess Galstimtod Biohes Bt
7 6 of bis lewroed cmmentary.
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by r own determined hehaviour, by mihuﬂ_
' __ing the divisions of the guands, by
7 the strength of the British army, and by alarm-
ing the fears of Commodus, exacted and obtaine
ed the minister’s death, as the only redress of
their grievances” This presumption of a dis
tant army, and their discovery of the wenkness
of government, was a sure presage of the most
dreadful convulsions,

The negligence. of:the public. sdministratian

betrayed soon afterwards, by anew

which arose from the smailest h[‘gmnmg!
spirit of desertion began to prevail among
troops; and the descriers, instemd of seekis
their safety in flight or concealment, infested
highways. Maternus, a private soldier, o!g
daring boldness above liis station, collected
bands of robbers into a little army, set upe:;
prisons, invited the slaves to assert their freedom,
and plundered with impunity the rich and de=
fenceless cities of Gaul and Spain,  The m
nors of the provinces, who had long been the
spectators, and perhaps the partners, of his
predations, were at length roused from their
supine indolence by the threatening commands.
of the emperor. Maternus found that he was
encompasssd, and foresaw that he must be over-
powered. A great effort of despair was his last

resource. He ordered his followers to disperse,

b

* Dion, L o, blﬂﬂ;%lh}ﬂ;mﬂ.m:
- . Dion ghves o moch les odicis character of Perennis, than
the other historims, ﬁtmﬂuum-mulﬁ!

ractiy.
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to pass the Alps insmall parties and varions dis- eﬁ_in '

guises, and to dssembls af during the li-__
mtmmﬂd‘&nfmirﬂufm To

“the ambition of no vugar tobber.
ore % ably concerted, that his
concealéd eroops already filled the streets of
The efivy of an accomplice discovered
%ﬁ this singular enterprise; in the mio-

ment when it was ripe for execution.®

Suspicious princes often promote the lowest of The minte.

miankind, feom & vain pérsussion that those who ' ©="

have no dependence, except on their favour, will
bave no attachment, except to the perdon of thelr
benefactor. Cleander, the suécesior of Pérennis,
was a Phrygian by birth; of a nation, over
Wwhose stubborn, but servile témper, blows only
could prevail® He had been sent from his na-
tive country to Rome, i the eipncity of o slave.
As a slave he entered the imperial palace, reu-
déred Mlm!ﬁh pmmm, and
rn[mﬂy ascended to the which
‘could enjoy. His tfliehce over th
ln mlmduq was much preater than thit
of his mr for Cleander was devoid of

A Dwing the second puie war, the Romany imported from Asds
dum’hlpnrﬂm motheF of [he gode  Her festival, ihe M:‘M
hq:ummrm.maupd. wind Thstod ix days. Hmﬂ

public tables with uebidden guests anil piliee wend sns
pended,’ and plesaiire wad the chly scrody business of the ¢ity, S=e
Ovid. de Fastis, L 1y, 189, &, .

¢ Herodlas, 1. |, p. #4, 25, i
* % Cieero pro Flacco, o 27,
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CHAR Al

il ‘pmn"rlth envy or distrust. Avarice was tm I-—

e reigning passion of his soul, and the great

rice wni
crudity.

| ¥HE DECLINE AND FALL
urnrtue which could inspire the em-

ciple of his administration. The rank of con-
sul, of patrician, of scnator, was e‘:r.pmed iﬂ
public sale ; and it would have been cmwu!enﬁ
as disaffection, if any one had refuséd to pur
chase these empty and disgraceful honours with
the greatest part of his fortune. Tn the lucra-
tive provincial employments, the minister shared
with the governor the spoils of the people. :l?lgg
execution of the laws was venal and arhits

A umhhj criminal might obtain, not Unl{ﬂ%‘

reversal of the sentence by which he was j
condemned, -but might likewise inflict whatever
punishment he pleased on the accuser, the wit-
nesses, and the judge.
u‘Bfthuemmm,ﬂleandnr,mthespnce nfﬂ;g}
yeurs, mmullted more wealth thm;hﬂ
ever yet pussessed by any frecdman.” ﬁaqg-
wodus was perfectly satisfied with the m
ficent presents w hich the artful courtier hﬂ
his feet in «the most seasonable moments.
divert the public envy, Cleander, under 'ﬂiﬂm
peror’s name, erected baths, porticos, and places

‘of exercise, for the use of the people m

-muhﬁm:m:m mmum
gt that-Juliod Solun was' bisizled intn the senate.

* Do (L Dxsil, p 12, 19) obeerves, Mnﬁnmhmhlfﬂ'
semsed riches equi) o thoee of ('hmkﬂ T - furtune ol
amoanted, hirver, mupwurdtql'ﬁuuﬂ-iw hissutred phousand -
.I-ﬂ' fre milleee F . ), g o L IEk ;

i, Hero ¢qu;_m_m. .
pﬂm ﬂf edd pear the Porfa Capens.  Sce Nar-
dini Noma Antica, p. 70, .
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flattered himself that the Romans, dazzled and CHAR
amused by this apparent liberality, would be less

affected by the bloody scenes which were daily
exhibited; that they would forget the denth of
Byirhus, a _

late

and, qumdd forgive the exccution af

L , the last representative of the
wme ind virtues of the Antonines. The for-
mer, with more integrity than prudence; had
attempled to disclose, to his brother-in-law, the
true character of Cleander. An equitable sen-
tence pronounced by the latter, when proconsul
of Asia, agninst a worthless creature of the fa-
vourite, proved latal to him®  After the fall of
Perennis, the terrors of Commodus had, for a
shart time, assumed the appearance of a return

o virtue.  He repealed the most odions of his

acts, loaded his memory with the public execra-
tion, and pseribed to the pernicious counsels of
thatiwicked minister, all the errors of his inex-
perienced youth. Bat his.

of Perennis was often vegretted:

admink

y ditys; and, under mwwﬁ’

Pes tﬂhlll!nd famine contributed to fill up the Sediten

measure of the ealamities of Rome.® The ﬁr:.tﬂ": ﬂﬁl

cottld Le only imputed to the just indignation uf:',_ e

the gods; but nmmlyufmw
the riches and power of the minister, was con-

-

* st Aogust p. 43,

* Hernitm, L4 p 28 ; Thon, L txxii, p 1215, “The fattes £AyE,
that temp Mun:!pum;d_lgﬁ every day at Reme, u_unrlg 1 cuni-
deratile lemgih of tims,

y

e v |
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THE DECLINE AND FALL
Mﬂ the immediate cauvse of the second,

‘The popular discontent, after it had long cir-

culated in whispers, broke out in the assembled
circus. The people quitted their favourite amuses
ments, for the more delicious pleasure of revenge,
rushed in erowds towards a palace in the sulurbs,
one of the emperor's retiveméents, and demanded,
with angry| clamours, the head of the public ene-
my. Clennder, who commanded the praetorian

guards,” ordered & body'of énvalry to sally forth
and disperse the seditious multitode. The mul-
titude fled with precipitation towards the city}
several were elnin, and many more were tramplad
to death: but when the cavalry entered the

streets, their pursuit wis checked by a shower of
stones and darts from the roofs and windows of

the houses. The fool guards,® who had been
Iong jealous of the prerogatives and insolence of
the practorion cavalry, embraced the party of
the people.  The tumult became a regular en-
gagement, and threatened a general massacre.
The pretorians at length gave way, oppressed
with numbers; and the tide of popular fury re

* Timeigus fiririuns tres prafect! pratorio fueres fnter quos bers
tinus,  Prom sne remaing of modenty, Cleunder declined the ke,
t he gommed Ahe jowers of prutocian prefeet.  As e oiber
defence of hin madter’s person, Saimasfos angd Casaubon seem 19
Bave talked very idly upon this paseags. e
R A Herodian, L1, g 31. [ & doult-
£l whether he means the praorisn iafantry, or the cohortes urbi
not eqéal to'thelr numbers, Neithes Tillagont ner Wonton chooi®
1y decide this queytion.
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turned with redoubled violence against the gates nll#i-.

of the palace, where Commodus lay, dissolved in
luxury, and alone ummmsnfthd!ﬂnur

It was death to ¢ ‘his person with the un-
welcome news.  Hie would have perished in this
gupinge s ot two women, his elder

n nm:l Matein, the most favoured of
M ventured to bresk into his pre-
: ed in tears, and with dishevelled
hair, they threw themselves at his feet; and with
all the pressing ¢loquence of fear, discovered to
the affvighted emperor the crimes of the minis-
ter, the rage of the peopin. and the inipending
ruin which, in a few*minutes, would burst over
his palace and person. Commodus sterted from
his dream of pleasure, and commanded that the
head of Cleander should be thrown out to the
people. The desired spectacle instantly appeased
the tumult; and the son of Marcus might even
yet have rn:gamd the affection and confidence of
his subjects®

But every sentiment nf virtue ai
was extinct in the mind of

he thus abandoned the reins of empire to thue"‘“‘“'*

unworthy favourites, he valued nothing in sove-
reign power, except the unbounded licence of
indulging his se appetites. His hours were
spent in a » of three bundred beautiful
women, and as many boys, of every rank, and
of every province; and, wherever the arts of
seduiction proved ineffectual, the brutal over had

* Dinn Mu.t,].lﬂ,p.llui Herodian, & &, 1= 325 Hilk
Augst y B,
L3
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“4WE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAT. mbﬂﬁa to violence. The ancient® historians
™.

e g

“expatinted on these abandbmed scenes of
'prmtituhnu, which scorned every restraint of
pature or modesty: but it would not be easy to
translate their too fuithful descriptions into the
decency of modern 1 . The intervals of
lust were filled wp with The basest amusements.

His e “Phe influence of a polite age, and the labout of
Jaw !purll.illl attentive education, had never betn able in"

infuse into his m the least

.hnctlll'h'ﬁflahmhg' and hewmihrﬁhtﬂfﬂna‘

Roman emperors totally devoid of taste for ¢
pleasures of the understanding. Nero bimse
excelled, or affected to exdel, in the clegant 8

<of music and poetry ; nor should we de spmeﬁ

pursuits, had he not converted the pleasing refux-
“ationof a leisure hourinto the serioushusiness wnd
“ambition of his life. But Commodus, fronv his

mﬂ‘ﬂiﬂﬁm discovered an aversion mwﬁ#- ’I

‘ever was rational or Liberal, and o fond ol

ment to the amusements of the [mpulum"
sports of the circus and smphitheatre, the uﬂ- 3
bats of gladiators, and the hmﬂ‘.l.ng of wild Iy

The masters in every branch of Ifnrpmg.

Marcus provided for his son, were heard w

1 and disgust ; whilst the Moors' and
Parthians, who Aanght him to dart t‘!mjnﬂﬂn

and to shoot with the how, !‘mmr;a dﬂﬂtﬂcjﬂh -
delighited in his spplication, and sbon eqmﬂﬂ

at Ilﬁ wunn it i
ezl wim,gnmh #e jurennm earebiat
omal parteeerperia Khqoe ore fo sexnin otruneus polinrus, Rt

Ang. 4T, ®
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_the most akilful of his instructors, in the steadi- ClAP.

ness of the eye, and the dexterity of the hand. "0
The servile crowd, whose {ortuné depended on Husting
their master’s vicos, applauded these ignoble pur-e.
' erfyllivas, voice of flattcry. reminded

defeat of the Nemeean lion, and the slaughiter of

m_ boar ef Erymaothus, the Grecian Her-
. i ired & place af niz the gods, and
an immortal memory among men. They anly
forgot to observe, that, in the first ages of so-
ciety, when the fiercer animals often dispate with
man the possession of an unsettled country, a
successful war against those savages is one of the
most innocent and beneficial labours of heroism.
1u the civilized state of the Roman empire, the
wild beasts had long since retired from the face of
man, and the neighbourhood of populous cities.
“To surprise them in their solitary haunts, and to

: them to Rome, that they might be slin
_in pomp by the hand of an emperor, Was 4n cn-
erprise cqually ridiculous fur the prisce, and
distinetions, Commodus cagerly cmbraced the
glorious resemblance, and styled himself (ns we

L)

aid. the, capital 3 snd the enforhsoate, peasant wha Miled ue of
thiany, though in his ows dedince, Inpatred n very hesry gresaity.
This estraandinary gawe-los wis mithgated by Tamarics =l Brmally
ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁlm Codm, Theodos. Lo ¥y Pe ¥, &t Communt

L%
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mu.r Wm his medals") the Romas Hleroulpg

The elub and the lion's hide were phumi by thq;
-ﬁk of the throne, amongst the ensigns of so-

vereignty; and statues were erected, in whicl

Commodus was represented in the character, and

with the attributes of the god, whese valour and.
dexterity be endeavoured to emalate in the daily
cowrse of his ferocious amusements,!

e s

¢ EET::GU Elated wilh !..[li"n. prmsea, w]mh gradually ex.
his o411 in ting m:hed ng i -___f_.l ense of shasy hﬁummne
e, 08 — eyes of the

Roman peapfl* ﬂmse exercises, which fill the
he had decently confined within the walls of
palace, and to the presence of a4 few f;lmurﬂ,ﬁq
On the appointed dn}r, the various motives of
flattery, fear. and curiosity, attracted to the ame
phitheatre an innumesahle multitude niugmctntm
and some degree of applavse was deservedly be
stowed on the uncommon skill of thempum
performer.  Whether he aimed at the head or
héart of the animal, the wound was aﬁh& uu;-
tain and mortal. With arrows whose point m
shaped imto the form of a creseent, €

often intercepted the rapid mear,nndmtm
der the long bony neck of the ostrich, A pan-
ther was let loose; and the archer waited till he
-hﬂ&@eﬁ’nﬁunmﬂmgmm In the
same instant the shaft flew, the beast dropt dead,
and the man remained unhurt. Ihedmﬂthﬂ
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amphitheatre disgorged at once a hundred lions; 0¥AR.
a hundred darts from the unerring hand of Com- __L
modus laid them dead as they ran raging round
the arena, Neither the huge bulk of the ele-
phant, nor thﬂm#&uﬁmw
defend them from his stroke. Ethiopia and
Indin yielded their most extraordinory produe-
tions; and several animals. were slain in the anm-
phitheatre, which liad been seen only in the re-
presentations of art, or perhaps of faney! In
all these exhibitions, the securest precautions
were used to protect the person of the Roman

Herculks from the desperate spring of any
who might passibly disregard the dignity of E
emperor, and the sanctity of the god.®

But the meanest of the populace were uﬁ'ecml:ﬁu s
* with shame and indignation when they beheld :
their sovereign enter the lists as a gladiator, and
glory in 2 profession which the laws and manners
of the Romans had branded with the justest note
of infamy.” He chose the habit and arms of

p.‘lﬂi, the tallest, the most genile, llllhlm-.“
large quadrupods.  This singulsr animl,
sior parts of Afios, has mot been seen i Bumpe since the revival of
letters: and though M. de Buffoo (His. Matorelle, tom. i) has
endeavoured 1o describe, be has not ventured to delineate, the gi-
raffe.

™ Hergdinn, L I, o 97 s Auguet p S0 ~
» The virtuons, and even the wiss, princes fachade the semators.

mumu_ummhumw'm.pud in-
furmy,or, what was more dreaded by those prodigate wretches, of
wxile. The fymnts silired them to dishonoor by threats and rewncds.
Wern onee produced, in the arens, forry senators and sinty kuights
See Lipsius, Spinriia, L i, ¢ 2. ile has happily corrected a pue
q.nﬂmtmtﬁr,unum,nu. ,
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CHAT. , whose combat with the reliaritg
PR i 4 & '
i one of the most lively scenes in l.h

y sports of the nmpll.tthmtrc The sectefor
m armed with an helmet, sword, and buckler:
l:zs nuked antagonist had only a large net and a
trident; with the one he endeavoured to entangle,
with the other to dispateh, his enemy. 1 he
missed the first throw, he wis obliged to fly
from the pursuit of the secufor, till hc had prl'l-
pared mmw._
fought in this wmm&mﬂmm
five several times. These glorious achie wmtmﬂ
wore r:a.ruluil}r recarded in the public acts of the
cmpive; and that he might emit no circumstanee
of infumy, he reeetved from the common fund
of gladiators, a stipend so exorbitant, that it
became a new and most ignominious tox upulttlll
Romnn people” It may be easily supposed; that
in these engagements the master of the w
was always successful = in the amphitheate
victories were not often sanguinary; but when he
exercised his skill in the school of gladiators, @‘3'
his own palace, his wretched antagonists
frequently honoured with a mortal nwﬂﬁ ?
the hand of Commadas, and obliged to seal their

nr:: ﬁm,&wm their blod* He now disduined

o npi’leﬁﬂﬁh of Hercules. The neme of Pau-
lus, a celehrated secutor, was the only nm:wim:h

* Lipalis, L 1i, e T, & Tavenal, ;un.. wm gles v
gicturysque deetiptan of thid combat.,
"‘“lﬂ. -'..I.Iﬂttsl [Iim. Lk ._-1.;15
ﬁhﬂ i “onix mu-u i -nupwﬁ
s loaden vniuh Indﬁugm probably the coumegucives of fheir

1‘|-r ilf

I.I




OF THE naum HH!‘IIE- 155
deﬂghteﬂ ‘his ear. It was insc on his colossal cnar
‘statues, and répﬁlﬁ ﬁtthﬂmml amlamm
tions” of the’mnm-ﬂﬂ applauding

----------

Iir_ would never belold LHL son of ‘Tném
stituting his person aml dignity. Naotwithstand-
ing hig ‘manly ﬂﬂn mﬁzgm ‘escaped
the resentment tyrant, ‘hils hanour,
“had the good fortune to preserve his fife

Commodus hnd now attained the summit of
vice and " infamy. Aumnidst the acelnmations of

"2 flattering court, he was unable to disguise,
“from himself, that he had deserved the contempt
“and hatrell oF every man of sense and virtue in

" his ur!ﬁ?c? His ihmn spirit was irritated by
ﬂmmmdmﬂmw hytheenvyur
every kind of merit, by’ io

18 mﬂwtheh_ :
> ] he con in his dafly

"rmmm.qnpﬂ s fid
Paulus, j—rliuflh-ﬂﬁ'l, . .
'IIJuu:.I buxil, p- 182k Ha speaks nf.hﬁfs-_hs-m—'lh

Ly Illninm haweTer, i
the qﬂhﬂw al hia toe 72| ; tent ¢ allestig bis
- widvanoed age, amd the weaknpen of hireges. + Jooves o him In
_!h-m qt Dlus, * exsvyt during the short piign ol Perti=-
“ﬂi"ﬂﬁﬁhﬂmﬁhl‘ ol steddanly deft him, and they relum-
wil s suddimiy upen fhe murder of Uit exselient prizes. Thian,

) lsxdil, e 1287,
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cuav. ireserved o long list of consular senators sa-

¥ oificed to his wanton suspicion, which sought
d—ﬁ—roﬂi.wrﬂl peculiar anxiety, these unfortunate per-

2:" sons, connected, however remotely, with the fae

mily of the Antonines, without sparing even the
ministers of his crimes or pleasures.” His cruelty
proved at last fatal to himself. He had shed with
imiptinity the noblest blood of Rome : he perished
s soom as he was dreaded by his own domestics.

Murcig  his Wﬁm his'
chwnberlain, and Lictus his practorian pmﬂ:;g
alarmed by the fate of their companions
predecessors, resolved to prevent the dmtru
which every hour hung over their heads, cithor
from the mad caprice of the tyrant, or the suds
den mdjgnmmn of the people. Marcia seized
the occasion of presenting & draught of wine to
ber lover, after he had fatigued himself with
Desn et hunting some wild beasts. Commodus wﬂ
= to sleep; but whilst he was lahouring with
Sia i eflects of poison and drunkenness, a robust ymﬁ,
eember, by profession a wrestler, entered his uhw
and strangled him without resistance. The I

J 4

was secrctly conveyed out of the palace, befo
the least sus was entertained in the city, or
even in the of of the.emperor’s death. Suﬁr

was the fi ] 'f-- of Marcus, and so easy
was it to destroy ahated tyrant, who, by the arti-
ficinl powers of government, hﬂ;weﬂ, dur-

ing thirteen years, so ang%a. ﬂf!ﬂl;lfvf% 3

-mmvﬁmmuiﬂﬁ and the e
price of Commodis was often fatnl 10 his most faveurite elsmbers
lains,  Hist. Augugt. p. 46, 51,
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each of whom wueql_l__l};ﬂ:t_h_uirmnsl.erinwp CHAR:

‘Gity, an ancient senator of consular rank, whose
conspicnous merit had broke through the obscu-
rity of his liirth, and raised Lim to the first ho-
nours of the state. He had successively governed
- st of the provinces of the empire ; and in all
his great employments, military as well as civil,
he had uniformly distinguished himself by the
firmness, the prudence, and the integrity of bis
eonduct? He now rempined almost alone of

* Priom, L bxxily o 19¥% Harodisn, ti.;r- 43, Him. Aggis.
5L ro— . -
1 Pertinax s 3 nativeof Al Pompeiz, in Pisdmont, and s
of o timber-merchint, The onler uf s entpleyments Gt s maked
by Ca ) weil deserves 10 be et down, as cxpremsive of the
form ol governmen: snd mammers of the age. 1 wad g enitie
viom, 2. Prefles of 5 cobort in Syria, in the Parthitan war, sl i
Dritain, % Haoshtained an als, o sguudron of Norse, in Mesia,
ﬁﬂ:m:ﬂn*jn{;ﬂ?ﬁuﬂnmm.‘lﬂmm‘n L Ne
sommaniod e feet wpon the Mhine 6 We wax jprocussor o
Diseia, with = mlary of sbosl LI600 aoponr. T He commmandid the
wotarans of a leglon. A He obiained the rank of ssitor. S, OF
prewr, 10, With the commind of mm}ﬁpu 4
Norcium. 1L He was consml abuie the gesr 175" 12 He el
Morcay it the exst. 1% He commundli an srmy os
T8 e wis comeulir Tegate of Mesia. 15, OF Dacla. 10 OF S5
¥, 17, OF Sritiin, 18 Us hast the cxre of the pulilic provides
; =l
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ciar. the friends and ministers of Marcus; and wheny
. V' atalate hour of the night, he was awakened

with the news thet the chamberlain and the pre-

= fect were at his door, be received them withine
trepid resignation, and desired they would exe-
cute their master’s orders.  Instead of death,
they offered lim the throne of the Roman warld, pl'"
During some moments he distrusted their inten-
tions and ass Surances, Cﬂnvmund at Iength ﬂ'l?'
the tiu:th,nf.. N ed 1,

khw"e IH!LI! uI' the dutu 3 ;md of thet
_ gers of the supreme rank.®
Bleie ac-  Lictus conducted without delay his new -
:;’n;‘ﬁ‘ perar to the camp of the prastorians, d:lﬁmlug!
pe; prmicis the same time through the city a seasonable
port that Commaodus died mu.h.lnnly of an’ ape-

a pnnee, whose int ulgence and llherllitr they
alone hal experienced; but the umurgﬁncfﬂﬂ e
occasion, fhe authority of their ‘the re-
putation of Pertinax, and the ﬂlmmrsﬁ he
peaple, obliged them to stifle their secret discon-
tents, truciep the donative promised of the

ﬂﬂp&ﬁﬁqh'ﬁm*tﬂw tn hu.u.‘. M

st Roms 19, He was procoteul IIM _- wﬁ*
IH]-._ Hetudmtll.g.lﬂ}dm. i Wt
dulizn, In the Cosars, tases bl with heing scoessory o Hhe
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conduct him to the senate-house, that the military CHAP,
consent m:,g;ht be wwchjlmmmr. Ak

mg'-ilt in thf_ gludmtm s school, and froms :
to take possession of the copsulship, in the habit
and with the attendance of that infamous erew,
On o swdiden, before the hreak of day, the senate
was called together in the templeof Concord,to
meet the guards, and to ratify the election of a

new emperor. For a few minutes they sat insilent

suspense, doubtful of their unexpected delivers

ance, and suspicious of the cruel artifices of Com-

modus s but when at length they were assured

that the tyrant was no more, they resigned them-

selves toall the transperts of joy and indignation:

Pertinax, who modestly represented the neag-

ness of his extraction, smd- pﬂhﬁﬁ ‘put s

noble senators more deserving than himself nﬁl&
empire, wiis constrained by their dgtiful violence
to ascend the throne, and received all the titles
ol imperial power, confirmed by the most sin.
cere vows of fidelity, The memory, of Cottsithe me

modus was branded with eternal infamy:  Thef ..
names of tyrant, of ludintor, of puhﬂtmﬁhv
nﬂuumleﬂ in every corner of the house. 'lhur
decreed, in hmmltuuua votes, that his honours

fermous.
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CHAP dbe reversed, his titles erased from the
o  monuments, his statues thrown down, his
“hody dragged with a hook into the stripping-
~ room of the gladiators, to satinte the public fury;
and they expressed some indignation aguinst those
officious servants who had already presumed to
screen his remains from the justice of the senate.
But Pertinax conld not refuse those lust rites to
the memory of Marcus, and the tears of his first
protector Claudius who lamented
the cruel fate of his| ,,md;lnmmtd
still more that he had deserved it.* _
Legat jo- ~ These effusions of impotent rage against a duﬂ
gl emperor, whom the senate had flattered when
;”m alive with the most abject servility, betrayed &
Jjust but ungenerous spirit of revenge. The le-
gality of these decrees was however supported by
the principles of the imperisl constitution. To
censure, (o depose, or to punish with death, the
first magistrate of the republic, who had abused
‘his delegated trust, was the ancient and undotht-
el prerogative of the Roman senate;® but that
feeble assembly was obliged to content itself
with inflicting on a fallen tyrant that publitjﬁ—

tice, from which, during his life and reign, he
had been shickded by the strong arm ufnﬂilﬂ‘r

\_i-\ » | -

& - T

* Capitalinus gives ns the particulars of thess tumulitoary vobes

which were tmoved by one senotor, and Mnmm
by the whule body.  Fist. - Auguet p. 2,

"‘m h'
. ;ﬂ;mmmn death murc mjoreny
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Pertinax found o nobler way of condemning cHA?.
bis predecessor’'s memory, by the contrast of his '
OWn virtues with the vices of Commodus. On Virue of
the day of his accession; lie résigned over to his s
wife and son his wholé private fortune, that
might have no pretence to solicit favours at
expence of the state. He refused to flatter the
vanity of the former with the title of Augusta;
ter by the rank of Caesar. Accurately distine
guishing between the duties of o parent and
those of a sovereign, e educated his son with a
severe simplicity, which, while it gave him no
assured prospect of ‘the throne, might in time
have rendered him worthy of it. I public, the
hehaviour of Pertinax was grave and affable.
He lived with the virtuous part of the senate
(and, in a private station, he had been acquaint-
edwith the true character of each individual),
without either pride or Jealousy; considered them
as friends smd companions, with whom he had
shared the dungers of the tyranny, and with
whom he wished to enjoy the security of ‘the
present time. Fle very frequently invited them
to familiar entertainments, the frugality of which
was ridiculed” by those who remembered and
regretted the luxurious prodigality of Come
modus.®

* Dion (L Mexiii, p. 1399) speaks of ll-rllhﬂ—-. -
senatorwho hid supped with the emperor. Cepitolinus (Hist. Ay

uu'..p..lg. like & alyve, who had received his intalligence from cas
uf the seulllung,

 ¥OL. I, o
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f-’““’ w as far as it was possible, the wounds
iﬁtﬂi by the hand of tyranny, was the plens-
E""‘“f' ing, but melancholy, task of Pertinax. The
uﬁhﬁ-mnment victims, who yet survived, were recall-
ed from exile, released from prison, and restored

to the full possession of their honours and for-

tunes. The unburied bodies of murdered sens-

tors (for the cruelty of Commodus endeavoured

to extend itself be mnd tl;enth] were deposited in

the sepulchres of their ancestors ;. the:
ws justified  and every consolation was bestow
ed on their nuined and ﬂiu_r.t d familics. Among
these consolations, one of the most grateful wils

the punishment of the delators; the common
enemies of their master, of virtue, and of their
country.  Yet even in the inquisition of these
lgul assasins, Pertinax proceeded with a ﬂ%‘
temper, wtichgmwurythmgm,]umce, ﬂﬂ
niothing to popular prejudice and resen

e i o0 The! Afinances of the state denmnded
vigilant care of the emperor. Thm.rglt,m
measure of injustice and extortion had been
adopted, which could collect the property of the
subject into. the: coffers of the prince, the raje-
ciousness of Commodus had been so very inade-
quate to his extravagance, that, upon his deuth,
no more than eight thousand pounds were found
in the exhausted treasury,’ to defray the cur-
rent expences of gmrernment, and to discharge
hhe pressing demand of a  donative, which

*‘m ﬂ-“ﬂﬁé?ﬂnhﬂt his’ nmnﬂﬂf
troasure af m-ﬂhﬂh above tro-dnd-twenty imiillons e
fing.  Dien, L lxxiil, p. 123



OF TIE ROMAN EMPINE. 168
the new emperor hal:l_hmamhllged to promise t0 CuAP.
the pratorian guards. Yet, under these dis- 'V
tressed circamstances, Pertinax had the generous ™
firmness to remit allthe oppressive taxes invented
by Commodus, and to cancel all the unjust elaims
of the mmc[ﬂ-ing in a decree of the se-
nute, “ that he was better satisfied to adiinister
“a poor republic with innocence, than to nc-

* quire riches by the ways of tyranny and dis-
% honour.”  Feonomy and industry he consider-
ed as the pure and gemiine sources of wealth ;
and trom. them he soon derived a copious supply
for the public necessities. The expence of the.
household was immedintely reduced to one half,
All the instruments of loxury, Pertinax exposed
to public auction,” gold and silver plate, cha-
riots of u singular construction, a superflucus
wardrobe of silk and embroidery, and a grent
number of beautiful slaves of both sexes ; except-
ing only, with attentive humanity, those who
were born in a state of freedom, and had bwn
ravished from the arms of their weeping pare

At the same time that he obliged _. rthless
fwﬁnﬂunfthttmntwrmgnaplﬂ:#fﬁﬁir
ill-gotten wealth, he satisfied the just creditors of
the state, and unexpectedly discharged the long
arrears of honest services. He removed the op-
pressive restrictions which had been laid npon
commerce, and granted all illl. umlhﬂtd

l_lqidu_ the design of converting ﬂn-nr uselesy ornaments fnto
muiney, Bion (. boidil, p 1299) asigns two seerer” motives of Pere
tiaw.  Hlewished ta expose the viees of Commodus, and to distower
by the porvhasers thow who most reembled him.
ne
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would improve them ; with an cxanpmn from

: tribute, during the term. of ten years.'
and popu=  Such an uniform conduct bad already secured

larity.

to Pertinax the noblest reward of a sovereign,
the loye and esteem of his peaple. Those whe
remembered the virtues of Marcus, were happy
to contemplate, in their new emperor, the fea-
tures af that hnght ungmn.l, and llnltemd them-
“ﬂ‘“ administratior 4““‘““
reform the mrrapted state, accompanied with
less prudence than might have been expected
from the years and expericnce of Pertinax, prove
ed fatal to himself and to his country. His honest
indiscretion united agninst him the servile crowd,
who found their private bencfit in the public
and who prefecred the favour of a ty-
to the inexorable aq;nplny of the laws®

D*"“*““ Am:uhi the general joy, the sullen and angry
lorians,  countenances of the praetorian guards betrayed

their inward dissatisfaction. They had reluc-
tantly stibmitted to Pertinax, they dreaded the
atrmtness of the ancient discipline, which he was

to restore, and they regretted the li-
mqu: of the former reign. Their discontents
mmmﬂ by Léetus their prefect,
who found, when it was too late, that his new
emperor woull reward a servant, but would not

¥ Theogh Capitulinus kas picked upmany idle tales of the privaie
uhrrnmn be joios -mgg Herwllan in admicisg h
iLqﬁrmnﬂum,hmMﬂm T. Liv. §i, %
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be ruled by a favourite. On the third day of his omaz.
reign, the soldiers seized on anoble senator, with ™"
a design to carry him to the camp, and toinvest
him with the imperial purple. Instead of being

fuge at the feet of Pertinax. A short time after-a couyi-
wards, Sosius Falco, one of the consuls of Lo
lent family, listened to the voice of '

and a conspiracy was formed during a short ab-

sence of Pertinas, which-was crushed by his sud-

den return to Rome, and his resolute behnviour.

Faleo was an the point of being justly condemn-

ed to death as a public eneiiy, had he not been

saved by the earnest and sincere entreaties  of

the injured emperor, who conjured the senate,

that the purity of his reign might not be stained

by the blood even of a guilty senutor,

These disappointments served only to irvitate Murder of
the rage of the pretorian guards. On they, e
twenty-eighth of March, cighty-six days onlypees
after the death of Commodus, a gene sedition .. ». 199,
broke-out in the camp, which the officefs Wanted pgi.
either power or inclination to suppress. ‘Two or
three himdred of the most desperate soldiers
marched at noan=day with arms in their handsand
fury in their looks, towards the imperial palace.

The gates were throwiopen by their companions

* I %We credit Capitolinus (which & rather dificulr), Pales hehared
with e mout petufant indecency to Pertings, on the day of his sc.
eession:  The wise emperor only admenished him of his youtl nnd
lnexperimes. . Flist. August. p. 55,

M3
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Ereah reems

mﬁﬁlﬂ tnd h}' thf' domestics of the old
ew‘ﬁ.‘h'hnhnd already formad n secret conspiracy
a‘:mt the life of the too virtuous emperor. On
the news af their approach, Pertinax, disdaining
either flicht or coneealment, advanced to meet his
assassins ; and recalled to their minds his own
innocence, and the sanctity of their recent onthy
For afew moments they stood in silent suspense;
ashamed of their atrocious design, and awed by

the venerﬂhie Wﬁtﬂiﬂﬁﬁn{ their
il at length the despair of pardon
reviving their firy, a barbarian of the countyy
of Tongres* levelled the first blow against Pers
tinax, who was instantly dispatched with amuls
titude of wounds. His head, separsted from his
body, and placed on a lance, was carried in tris
umph to the pratorian camp, in the sight of a

_mﬁl' and indignant people, who lumented

ortyﬁleofthte:ﬂiient prince, and
tlm transient blessings of a reign, the memory of
which could serve only to aggravate thein ags
proaching misfortunes,” .

! Tha madern bishoprio of Ligge 'rhh-mu;pmhﬂr
to the Ratavian horse-puside, who were mmtly ralsed o the ¢
of Gueldres, and whe neighbosriiood, msd were dlldlmlﬂﬂ",
theis nmr. and by thi bulduess with which they swam their

rnﬁll moed rapid rivers. Taeir, Tk, iv, 18,
Ih'l'l-r lﬁrﬂﬁpﬁuﬂmIMMi.LLth v

* Dhon, L lewdil, g 1980 Herodian, L |l s 60,  Hists Auguis
o 58, Viewr in Epitum. et in CosaribeEutcophos, viil, I

=
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Tha power of the sword is more sensibly felt € e r.
in an extensive monarchy, than in o small com- |

munity. Tt has been caleulated by the ublest

Prapurtinh
of the mili=

politicians, that no state, without being 8001 €X-= tary force,

hausted, can maintain above the hundredth part

ta the nim=
ber of the

of its members in arms and idleness.  But-al-rerie

though this relative proportion may be uniform,
the influence of the army gver the rest of the
society will vary according to the degree of its
positive strength. The advantages of military
seience anil discipline cannot be exerted, unless

proper number of soldiers. ure united into one
hﬁ&@hﬂ.mtﬁ! by one soul. With a hand-
ful of men, such an union would be mnﬂ'ﬁ-tnn! 3
with an unwieldy host, it would be impracti-
cable; and the powers of the machine would
be alike destroyed by the extreme minuteness,
or the excessive weight, of its springs.  Toillos-
tratg this observation, we need only reflect, that
there is no superiority of natural strength, ar-
tificial weapons, or acquired skill, which could

M4
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SRAR enahle one man to keep in constant subjection
-one biundred of his fellow-creatures: the tyrant.
of a single town, or a small district, would soon
discover that an hundred armed followers werea
weak defence against ten thousand peasants or ¢i-
tizens; but an hundred thousand well-disciplined
soldiers will command, with despotic sway, ten
millions of subjects; and a body of ten or fifteen
thousand guards will strike terror into the most:
numerous populace mmqmd ﬂlﬂ streets:
of an immense capital. -
The pre-  The practorian bands, whose Iu entions fuq:
guards.  Was the first symptom and cause of the declineof
the Roman empire, scarcely amounted to thelasts
Ther in- mentioned numbert They derived their insti
tution from Augustus, That crafiy tyrant, sens-
ible that laws might colour, but that arms
gradually formed this powerful body of guards,
in constant readiness to protect his persom to
awe the senate, and either to prevent or ta censh
the first motions of rebellion. He «istinguished
these favoured troops by a deuble pay, and supes
rior privileges; but, as their formidable aspe
would at once have alarmed and irvitated the
Roman peaple, three coborts only were stationed
in the capital; whilst the remainder was dil-

* They were mgrmirf ninn or ten thousand mes (Tor Tasito #
Diion are not agreed opan the sibjeety, dl'rl-tllﬂlmunm’ enhis.
Witelihne incrensnd them 2o sizicen thy “mnil, dn fur gs oo .
lemrn (ran Inscriptions, they gever wmrk migeh below thit
rumber, hmuwﬂm i+
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persed in the adjscent towns of Italy* But cifar
after fifty years of peace and servitude, Tiberius o
ventured on & decisive measure, which for ever their
rivetted the fetters of shis country, Under the™"*
fair pretences of relieving Haly from the heavy
burthen of military quarters, and of M

n stricter diseipline among the guards, he’as-
sembled them at Rome, in a permanent comp,’
which was fortified with MM*NM
on a commanding situstion.®

Such formidahle servants are always necessary, Thwir
but often fatal, to théthrone of despotism. By wwi .
thus introducing the prietorian guards as it were
into the polace and the senate, the emperors
taupht them to perceive their own strength, and
the wenkness of the civil government; fo view
the vices of their masters with familiar contempt,
and to lay aside that reverential awe, which dis-
tance only, nnd mystery, can preserve, towards
an imsginany power. In the luxurious idleness
of an opulent mﬁdrpﬂe was nourished by
the sense of their irresistible weight: nor was it

to conceal m&amm*m

thﬂm the authority of the senate, the
pubhtm:ndthesentufemph‘e were all

® Sueton. in Auguet & 40

t"h:n...n,nm.th.t. Sugton. in Tiber. ¢ 37. Dion Casiisi,
[l M T P e e e
in ﬂrumh&mmﬂ"ﬂﬁ the prastarian
%&mmmﬂﬂﬁkﬂhﬂ used I the

 best foriified cities.  Taclt Hist. il B3

"‘ﬁhﬂ-yﬂun{u‘::n}r om the brosd suminit of e Quiri-
nal and Vigiml bille  Ser Naglinl Rome Antics, o 175 Danatisd
de Homa Antice, b 46

s L4
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H‘M To divert the praetorian bands
from these dangerous reflections, the firmest and
best-established princes were obliged to mix hlan-
dishments with commands, rewards with punish-
ments, to flatter their pride, indulge their plea-
sures, connive at their irregularities, and to pur-
chaseé their precarious faith by a liberal donative;
which, since the elevation of Clauding; was ex-
acted as a legal claim, on the accession of every
new emperorf B i,

The advocates of the gunrds endenvoured to
justify by ur;.fumenl‘.a. the power which they e
serted by arms; and to maintain that, a
ing to the purest principles of the mnqutnt.mﬂ
their consent was essentially necessary in the ap-
pointment of an emperor. The election of cons
suls, of generals, and of magistrates, however it

liad been recently usurped by the senate, wasthe

ancient and undoubted right of the Roman peo--
ples  But where was the Roman people to be
found? Not surely amongst the mixed multitude
of‘slaves and strangers that filled the streetsof
Rome; a servile populace, as devoid of qiﬂt‘ﬂ
destitute of property. The defenders nf tlmﬂlﬁﬁ

¥ Btandius, -nﬁir,n--w-uﬁmemun. mtll:iﬂﬂl}

PATES mmmw,
R I vags Lchia Vgoos, ik
[u:-miun of the theate, he give mieen, .ﬂm.mllchnfﬂ-p#ﬁ

Hist. Angnet. o 85 (Dibm, 1 texil, po 18315 We may form-
semme idea of the amount of these sum, By Hﬂhﬁm thnt-

mmmmﬁafwwmw ﬂ‘ q

& Cieérs &z Legibus, il, & The first boek of Livy, unhm-
rond of Disaysios of Halicarnasrus, shew the autharity of the pe

pren in the election of the kinge

[ 44
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selected from the flower of the Ttalian youth* CHAR.
and trained in the exercise of arms and virtue, _ b
were the genuine representatives of the people,
and the best entitled to elect the military chief of
ttua- republic. wmmpn

bie, when the fieree.
pmlunqi their weight, by throwing,
like the barbarian congueror of Rome, their
swords into the scale) & -

“The praetorinns had violated the mmﬁtymm
the throne, by the atrocivus murder of Pe FLna% gy ....1..';""“'|L
they dishonoured the majesty of it, by their sub-
sequent conduct. The camp was without a leader,
for even the prefect Lietus, who had excited the
tempest, prudently declined the public indigna-
tion. Amidst the wild disorder Sulpicianus, the
emperor’s father-in-law, and governor of the
city, who had been sent to the camip on the first
alarm of mutiny, was endeavouring to calm thie
fury of the multitude, when be was silenced by
the clamorous return of the murderers, hearing
mahnmthehm&d'm Though his-

tthlmuammd us to ubserve pﬂ#.
and every passion yielding to the im
tates of -ambition, it is scarcely credible that in

these moments of horror; Sulpicianus should
have aspired tb ascend a throne polluted with the

¥

'Thl[marhglmurrmﬂﬂ‘hluhu.m.ﬂﬂlﬂ.
eclontes (Theit, Annal. Iv, 85 The smparng -pﬂ-ﬁhf“
vanityy with the fnttering titles of Dot Alushnd, Romsns vers
juventis,  Taelt. Hist I, SL
" In tha siege of Rome by the Guuls- Eer Livy, v, 48 Pluearch,
in Camill. p 1435 i
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CHAP. recent blood of so near a relation, and so exeel
Jent o prince. He had already begun to use the
. ~ only effectual argument, and to treat for the
imperial dignity ; but the more prudent of the
pretorians, apprehensive that, in this private
contract, they should not obtain a just price far
so valuable a commodity, ran out upon the ram-
parts, and, with » loud veice, proclaimed that
the Roman world was to be disposed of to the
best hidder by public.auction.'
I'h:;flug "Fhis infamous offer, the most insolent excess
Julun,  OF military licence, diffused an universal grief
;,,'H;':‘ﬁ_ shame, and indignation thronghout the city. It
reached at length the ears of Didius Julianus; ‘8
wealthy senator, who, regardless of the public
calnmities, was indulging himself in the luxury
of the table! His wife and his daughter, his
freedmen and his parasites, easily convinced him
that he deserved the throne, and carnestly con-
jured him to embrace so fortunate an opportu-
nity. ‘The vain old man hastened to the prato-
rian camp, where Sulpicianus was still in treaty
with the guards; and began to hldwm
from the foot of the rampart. The
negociation was transacted by [‘mthrulmi.uiﬂi‘ .
who passed alternately from one candidate to the
other, and acquainted each of them with the
* Dicn, ) lxxiiisps 1934, I!q-nﬂm.l.u.p. £3. Himl*'

gust. p. 60 Thoogh the three historians agree that it was In fac
nmdnu. Humnm-ﬂmmnupmd-ﬂlh

'Mm ﬁ-m pu of the chasacier aad
elevation of Jullan, -
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offers of his rival. Sulpiciunus had already pro- cuar

mised a donative of five thousand drachms (above ___~
one hundred and sixty pounds) te each soldier;

when Julian, eager for the prize, rose at once
to the sum of six thousand two bundred and fifty
drachms, on upwards of two bundred pounds
sterling, mgm of the camp were instantly
thrown open to the purchaser; he was declared
wﬂnnﬂvdmmﬁnﬂw from
the soldiers, who retained humanity enough ta
stipulate that he should pardon and forget the

competition of Sulpicianus.

It was now incumbent on the preetorians toJsiin i

fulmmumdmmﬂthnh They

ncknow.

by

their new sovereign, whom they served and de-the teasie-

spised, in the centre of their ranks, surrounded
him en every side with their shiglds, and con-
ducted him in close order of battle through the
deserted streets of the city. The sepate was com-
manded to agsemble; and those who had been
themmmuﬁPthhnpu.
sonal enemies of Julian, found it necessary to
affect @ ynore than common share of satisfaction |
at this bappy revolution.™ After Julian had
filled the senate-house with armed soldiers, he
expatinted on the freedom of his election, his
own eminent virtues, and his full assurance of the
affections of the senate. The obsequious assem-

bly congratulated their own and the public feli-

city ; engaged their allegiance, and conferred
on himi all the several branches of the imperial

= Dion Cossiog, 8t thot time prater, had been 8 Barsunal enesp
to Julam, L lxxfi, p 11835
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cmﬂ' w &um the senate Julian was conducted,
V- py the same military procession, to take posses
Taes pow-sion of the palace. The first objects that struck
m his eyes, were the abandoned trunk of Pertinax,
and the frugal entertainment prepared for his
supper.  The one he viewed with indifference;
the other with contempt. A magnificent feast
was prepared by his order, and be amused him-
scli till a very late hour, with dice, and the per-
formances of Pylades, a dancer. Yet
it was ohserved, that af ,thﬁmid.ﬂatmﬂ
dispersed, and left him to darkness, suhtude,ﬁi
terrible reflection, he passed a sleepless nl#;
revolving most probably in his mind his owl
rash folly, the fate of his virtuous predecessor,
and the doubtful and dangerous tenure of an
empire, which had not heeun.nqmmd by merity
bt purchased by money.” -
he podtie He had reason to tremble. On the throne of
dircantent the world he found himself without a friend; and
even without an adherent.  The guards them-
selves were ashamed of the prince. whom their
, avarice had persunded them to accept; nor W
" there a citizen who did not consider his ak"mlil’
with borror, as the last insult on the Roman,
name.  The nobility, whose cumpnmmnlﬁﬂl'
and ample possessions exacted the strictest cantion,
dissembled their sentiments, uudmutthnuﬂ'mtﬂd

® Hist Augnst, pe 61 We Jern ffom ﬂ-ﬂ nﬁlnﬂ'ﬁtﬂﬂ"
eurmianee, that the now emporar, whaterer had boen llhﬁﬂ‘l-" 1
wum;wmmw-rpﬁn_m i
*Diom, b bty o BEIS HEL Augmer, . 61 [ hawo sodes=
Mhhﬂhumwnmmmw
ol the Fwo Wit
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civility of the emperor with smiles of compla- cm
cency, and professions of duty. But the people, -

secure in their numbers and obscurity, gave a
free vent totheir passions. The streets and pub-
lic places of wadmdm and
imprecations.  The enraged multitude affronted
the pessow of Julian, rejected his liberality, and,
conscious of the impotence of their own resent-

menty they called aloud on the legions of the
frontiers to sssert the violated majesty of ‘the

Romun empire,

The public discontent was soon diffused from The misw

the centre to the frontiers of the empire, The¥ "%

iy and

armies of Britain, afﬂmmdd‘iﬂym
lamented the death of Pertinax, in whose cam-.,.a...;

pany, or under whose command, they had s B
often fought and conquered. They received
with surprise, with indignation, and perhaps with
envy, the extraordinary mu.lhgence. that the
pmu:rmnl had disposed of the empire by public
auction; and they sternly refused to ratify the
jrnominious bargain.. Their immediate and una-
nimous revolt was fatal to Julian, but it was
fatal, attheuamutmw.tuihcpthmpum s
the gmﬂ'* of the respective armies, Clodius
Allinus, Pescennius Niger, and Septimius Se-
verus, were still more anxious to succeed thin to
revenge the murdered Pertinnx.  Their forces
were exactly balanced. Eaeh of them wis at the
head of three legions® with a pumerous. train
of auxiliaries; and, however different in their

FDHpn, K laxil, p 1313
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ciar. characters, they were all soldiers of w
. and capacity.

Cloties  Clodius Albinus, governor of Britain, sur

i '™ passed both his competitors in the nobility of his
extraction, which he derived from some of the
most illustrious names of the old Wf
But the branch from whence he claimed his
descent, was sunk into mean circumstances, and
transplanted into a remute province. It is dif
ficult to forny a just i " his true character
Under the philosaphic of austerity, he
stands nccused of concealing most of the viges
which degrade human nature’  But his acouses
ave those venal writers who adored the fortune
of’ Severus, and trampled on the ashes of anune
suceessful vival,  Virtue, or the appearances of
virtug, recommended Albinus to the confidence
and good opinion of Marcus; and his preserving
with the son the sae interest which he had ae-
quired with the father, is a proof at Ienlm
was possesseid of avery flexible dispositions The
favour of a tyrant does not always supposea want
of merit in the object of it; he may, without
intending it, reward o man of worth and ability,
or he may find such a man useful to his own
service. It does not appear that Albinus served
the Son of Marcus, cither 6s the minister of his
eruelties, or even asthe associate ufhmplem

¥The Fusthumian and the Cejontun, the former of whom was
misedd 1o the consilship in thﬂh,nt#lum

* Spariauicn, in his umligested colléctiong, mives up all the virs
iﬁlmmmmuﬂ,hﬁhﬂmmm and
bestows them un the mme ghijert.  Such, indeod, mnwﬂ'il'
tharaciers in the Augustan history,
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He was employed in a distant honourable com- ¢ HAP.
mand, when he received a confidential letter Vv
from the emperor, nnqnliﬂﬂngkim.nl' the trea-

TannaLRNEE

+ and mﬂgmnl’ Ciesar, The governor
Britain wiscly ﬁmhuﬂhuchngemusbuuuur,
which would have marked him for the, |
or involved him in the approaching ruin, of Com-
modus.  He courted power by nobler, or, at
least, by mare M On a premature re-
port of the deuth of'the emperor, he assembled
his troops ; and, in an eloquent discourse, de-
plored the inevitable mischiefs of despotism, de-
seribed the happiness and glory which their an.
cestors had enjoyed under the consular govern-
ment, and declared his firm resolution to rein
state the senate and people in their legal autho-
rity. This popular harangue was unswuml by
the loud nw British legions, and
received at Rome with nm?nm- of
plause. Safe in the possession of ;
and in the command of an army less di
indeed ﬁl&hﬂplhe than for pumbers and va-
lour,! Albinus bpaved the menaces of Commo-
dus, maintoined towards Pertinax a stately am-
biguous reseeve, and instantly declured aguinst

-

i Hlmiqlu. th B0, B,

"‘mﬁlﬁ who governnd ritain » few years befure, had bees
lefy for dasd, o & mpginy of the sldiers. His August. po 56 Ve
thay loved and regristied hici; ploirontibus sam viztotem Ul irgke
slmatur.

VoL, L N
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ciar. the usyrpation of Julian. The convulsions of the
= = aﬁhladdnd new weight to his sentiments, or
ruther to his professions of patriotism. A regand

to' decency induced him to decline the lofty titles
of Augustus and emperor; and he imitated per-

haps the example of Galba, whe, on & similar
cocasion, hod styled limself the licutenant of
the senate and people.” S

f\_-::::-;“' Personal merit alone had raised Pescenmius

Sprit Nigﬂr. from anwm m:m{tﬂ: m 3

rnment of Syriz; a luerative and important
commanil, which, in times of civil confusion, gove
him a near prospect of the throne. Yet his
parts seem to have been hetter suited to the s

cond than to the first rank ; he was an unequal
rival, though he might have approved himselfan

_excellent lieutenant, to Severus. who afterwands
displayed the greatness of lis mind by adopting
veral useful institutions from a vanqguished ene--

mys In kis government, Niger nnqﬁm g
esteern of the soldiers, and the love of ¢ 0 ‘&‘-

vincinl. His rigid discipline fortified the valonts

and confirmed the obedience of the former, whilst = =
' with

the voluptucus Syrians were less delighted with
the mild firmness of his administration, than with'

I

the affbbility of his manners, and the apparent

piensure with which he attended their frequent

and pompous festivals? A= soon as the intel-
W fiston, & Galb . 10. .y oy
wllint, Angust, u Ty | e s ISR ..
+ Bersd L. 1, o 68 ‘The ehpiale o Tokis Dlalala, of Astibehs’
Jnews the peiaos ailschment of Ris countrymen to these ftivalls
which at once gratlied theis superstition, and their Jove of pletsars:

S

i
r; i
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ligence of the atrocious murder of Pertinax had cwar
reached Antioch, the wishes of Asia invited Ni- "-_H
ger to assume the imperinl purple, and revenge

bis death. Thqltgnngﬂfthlf eastern frontier
emlm-dw the opulent but unarmed
wes from the [routiers of Ethiopia® to the
Ir ie, cheerfully submitted to his power ;
‘%m beyond the Tygris and the Eu-
congratulated his election, and  offered
lim their homage and services. The mind of
Niger was not c-njmhle of receiving this sudden
tide of fortune; he latterad himself that his ac-
cession would be undisturbed by competition, and
unstained by civil Bood ; and whilst he cujoyed
the vain pompof triumph, be neglected to secure
the means of victory, Instead of entering into
an effectual negociation with the powerful armics
of the West, whose resolution might decide, or
al least must balance, the mighty contest; in-
stend of advancing without delay towards Rome
and Ttaly, where his presence was impatiently
ted, Niger trifled away, in the luxury of
pei o thmegu:en-mmhlenﬁimﬂh&m
1{ sm;mwed by the decisive activity of

ql.“i‘l'!l'l:lﬁ-

& & king of Theliss, Io Egypt, b miontioned in the Augustin his-
tory A% an wlly, amd, indesd, a8 & pemenal friend, of Nign 90
Srmetlamus ls o, an 1 strongly suspect, wtetukeny be has hivsght
su light n dynasty of triluary princes tally unknown o Ristory,

= Do, b dexiil, (« 1938 Mol L, o 67, A wese In every
one's Paguth &t that lime, seems to express the general opinfun of
fhe thoee vivals: Optimus et Niger, bomue Afer, edmus dlfees
Hist. August. p. 75

* Herwdign, I, i, p 7L

N %
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

The country of Pannonia and Dalmatia, which
- occupied the space between the Danube and the
Hadriatic, was one of the last and most difficult
conquests of the Romans. In the defence of nn-
tional freedom, two hundred thousand ef these
barbarions had once appeared in the field, alarmed
the declining age of Augustus, and exercised the
vigilant prodence of Tiberius at the head of the
collected force of the empire.” The Pannoniang
viclded at length to the arms and institutions
of Rome.  Their recent subjection, however,
the neighbourhood, and even the mixture of the
unconquered tribes, and perhaps the climate;
adapted, as it has been observed, to the produes
tion of great bodies and slow minds," all cot-
tributed Lo preserve some remains of their ore
ginnl ferocity, and under the tame and uniform
countenance of Roman provincials, the hardy
features of the natives were still to he rhamﬁl.
Their warlike youth afforded- an i

supply of recruits to the legions stnunnedﬁﬂlt

banks of the Dannbe, and which, from & per- .‘ l

petual warfare against the Germans and Sarma-
tians, were deservedly ﬁtﬂmﬂ the best ll'mlf'E
in the service. j .
The Pannonia armywuatthisﬁnhm
manded by Sep Severus, a native of Africa,
who, in the gﬁldmﬁ ascent of private. honours,
had concealed his daring ambition, which was

*#unhhn.uihu--rmuu. LH, p ik ‘mitﬂ- Iﬂ“
dem Anstrians alliw the inflaence !
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never diverted from its steady course by the al- cuaw.

lurements of pleasure, ’ﬂ.’lﬂ-‘lm of dan-
ger,mmmﬁmﬁtﬁ - On the first
- f Pertinax, he assembled

his troops, painted in the most lively colours
the crime, the i we, and the weakness of
the prastoriar glmrds. and animated the legions
,@;w and to revenge.  He concluded (and
- on was thought extremely eloquent)

with promising every soldier about four hundred -

pounds; an honourable donative, double in value
to the infamous hilnr with which Julian had

A

- The scclamations ofDectared

Iy
the m'm]r Immedhiolr nnlllt:eﬂ Severus with R
names of Augustus, Pertinax, and emperor ,'ﬂﬂ' Lie
and lic thus attained the lofty station to which . ». 193,

he was invited, by conscious merit and a long
train of dreams and omens, the fruitful offspring
either of his superstition or policy.®
mmmm empire saw and im-
pmt'udﬂie”'r“ vantage of his situation,
His province mﬂhﬂtmw

L —"-“ -

"ilmhlllunm. -ln-drmhﬂ. Commpdus aetuses
:mm-‘unl‘ the mbltvus gencrsls who ceasinst his condoeo.
and Iillﬂﬂwmm st August. u 80,

! Pannonia =48 teo poor to supply soch o sum. 1L wws probubly
promised Lo e eamp, and puid wb fleins, siter the victory,  In fix-
Hig the sum, | have wdapted the eanjerturs of Causabon, See Wist,
Augmt, po 6k Comoestsope HE Y

& Mlerodian, L i, p. 78 ﬁnwm_thlamwth
banka of the Dunche, cither st Comumtun, sécunling to Spartians
(It Angust. p 63), or else ot Sahleeid, seconfing w Viewe, Mr.
Tiume, in miipposing that the blrth and dignfiy of Severus weore too
wrusch l-ﬂ-h'lll tes thie fimiperial eruwn, Gm I thit bve enarchod indo Ttaby
a3 general noly, has oot considersl (his wrapsaction with his awual
accuracy {Esmy oo the eriginal contract).

N3

Agicit 11
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THE DECLINE AND PALL

Mﬁht':ﬁy aceess into Italy; and he remem-
bered the saying of Augustus, that a Pannonian

-army might in ten days appear in sight of Rome®

By n celerity proportioned to the greatness of
the occasion, he mighit reasonubly hope to re-
venge Pertinax, punish Julian, and receive the

homage of the senate and people, ns their law-
ful emperor, before his competitors, separated

from Ttaly by an immense tract of sea and Inm!;
were apprised of his snocess, or even of Lis clecs
tion.  During the whole expedition he mrcuij'

allowed himsclf any moments for sleep or fosd;
marching on foot, and in complete armour, ‘ot
the head of his colimns, he inginuated himself®

intu the confidence and affection of his tmdp‘.
pressed their diligence, revived their spirits, ani-
mated their hopes, and was well catistied 0
share the bardships of the meanest soldier, whilst

iuvhwthﬂtuﬁmtzsu rity of his
mﬁt g 4 P s

Thewretehed Julisin had expected, and ﬂim
himself prepared to dispute the empire with the
governor of Syria; but in the Inﬂm-ibh and I‘ﬂ{Hli
approach of the Pannonian legions, he saw llk
inevitable ruin, The hasty arrival of every mes-
senger increased his just apprebensions. He was
sticcessively informed, that Severus hadpassedthe
Alps: thut theJtalian cities, unwilling or unsble
to oppose his progress, bad received him with the
warmest professions of joy and. duty; ﬂtlt'ﬁﬁ

e o
h?dﬁm?ﬂtﬂlﬁ,lﬁn! We sunt mmmﬁ
from the nesteck verge of Pannonia, mml extemd the sight of ik sty

it fzr gy two hubdred mijey,

iy,
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(%]
L e

important placeof Ray ad surrendered with- GHAP-
out mnmm.m:rlt.hntﬂw intic flect wasin
thehmlsai-‘ﬂy 0T 'I‘];nmmrnusnnw
withintwo y miles ol _mqw.nml

ﬂrl'.'.l"-}" o 1] L (LnIs .' mnwwﬁ dfl!ﬂ.

and empire allotted d to Julian, sl

, his_ryis. ﬂwﬂumﬂ the venal

J pmtumus,
m'mlmg preparations for war, ﬂmw lmﬂl l‘lﬂ
the suburbs, and even strengthened the fortifica-
he palace; p:iﬁhm luﬂuumm,hnu nts
without hope of relief against
a vintmhnuinmtﬁ'r Fear and shame preventel
the guards from deserting liis standand; but they
trembled at the name of the Pannonian legions,
commanded by an experienced general, dad dc-
customed to vanquish the barbarianson the fosen
Danube.! They quitted, witha stzh, the plea-
Sures c@.&hﬁ b.u,thi and theatres, to put on arms,
' [n;n'nth.n, nrul beaeath
[ires 'lflu.

threw ﬂn-u' ﬂ.nskllt‘ul riders ; :mr.l
1.iu, uwkwlrd evolutions of the marines, drawn
from the fleet of Misenum, were an oliject of Fi-
dicule to the pr.lplf-llllﬂ(' whilst the mla Equl“l’""*

"Miinn'!n]rumﬂlliﬂi ﬁqmﬂl’ﬂuﬁnrﬂ
ey, reeazded gy Dico, L Tk nad I:MW-.LW
"ty uae,

b -

mpted hnweu.r, Lo prev r_-nt. or al.lm':m.m“ ol
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CRAP. with secret plmurc the distress and weakness

eenss O the usurper.!

f-l-inum Every motion of Julian betrayed his trembling

gurt.

perplexity.  He insisted that Severus should be
declared a public enemy by the senate. He en-

treated that the Pannonian general might be as-

sociated to the empire. He sent public ambassa-

dors of consular rank to negociate with his rival;

he dispatched private ussassins to take away his
life. He designed that the vestal virgins, and
all the colleges of priests, in their sacerdotal ha-
bits, and bearing before them the sacred pledges
of the Roman religion, sheuld advance, in solemn
procession, to meet the Pannonian legions; and,

at the same time, he vainly tried to 111tumg:ﬂ.' '

or to appense, the fates, by magic t'm'mm
and unlawful sacrifices.!

ﬁ;ﬁ:«u Severus, who dreaded peither bis arms nor his'
ot enchantments, guarded himself from the only

:Imyrnfm conspiracy. by the fuithful at-
" tendamce of six hundred chosen men, whonever

quitted his person or their cuirasses, either by

night or by day, during the whele march. Ad-
vancing with a steady and rapid course, he passed,
without difficulty, the defiles of the Appenines,
received intohis party the troops and ambassadors,

sent to retard his progress, and niade a short

halt nt Tﬂh‘rﬂﬂlﬂiﬂ. ﬂhﬂﬂt'ﬂ'}i‘m[? mﬁe’ from L

* Djon, T, baouiid, . 1239, il:rnﬁlmhlh i 81, - There i e
st frood of the military ykili of the Toesaws, theie et st
muoimtlng the idle tervor, h-tm_m @sduining the dangyivatl

ashy nl'lhnﬂn'ﬁ:m
! Hifen. August, [ 62, R3.
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Rome. His victory wasalready secure; but the citam,
despair of the pratorians might have rendered ilm:_':'___

bloody ; and Emu.mwfmﬁﬁml

-

: 3 their worthless prince, and the perpe-
tratars of the murder of Pertinax; to the justice
of the conqueror, he would no longer consider
that melancholy event as the act of the whole
budy. The faithless practorians, whose resistunce
waus supperted only by sullen: ohstinacy, gladly
camjied with the exsy conditions, scized. the
greatest part of the assassing, and signified to the
sennte, that they no longer defended the cause of
Julisn, That assembly, convoked by the eonsul,
unanimously acknowledged Severus as lawful
emperar, decreed divine honours to Pertinax,

and pronounced a sentence of deposition and oo
death sgainst hisamfortanate successor.  Julinnand cxe.
was conducted into @ private apartment of the Shtes
baths of the palace, ond beheaded as weommon', T

¢, an suxious and precarious reign

me
of only sixty=six days" The almost incredible
expedition of Severus, who, in so short a space

of time, conducted a mumerous sry from the
banks of the Danube to those of the Tyler,

Y R T S
"'hqi e Furtrophis, vil, 17, timtieh = eomling pemr the Mil
winnbelige, ‘the Ponts Molle, uaknown 1A the hefier e mooTe an-
1 :
* Dion, & kil (o 1080 Heredian, | ji, o 63 Hise. Adguat,
» 83 e

S=u Ach 180

rifminal, after having purchused, witl an imedu o
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rm.w praves at once the plenty of provisions produced
by agriculture and commerce, the goodness of
the roads, the discipline of the legions, and the
. indolent subdued temper of the provinces®
Nissrace ot L hie first cares of Soverus were bemmad qﬁ
e e two measures, the one dictated by policy, the
gusls  gther by decency; the revenge, and the honours,
dite to the memory of Pertinax. Before the new
empevor entered Rome, he issued his mmﬁ
to the preetorian guards, directing them hﬁi‘-'
his arrival on a lnrge plain near the city, wi '
arms, but in the habits of ceremony in2
they were accustomed to attend their MW'
He was obeyed Ly those haughty troops, m
contrition was the effect of their just terrors A
chosen purt of the Ilyrisn army encompassed
~them with levelled spears. Incapable of m
or resistance, they expected their fate in .
i Severus mounted the | 1
Ilunl;rm]nmnheﬁthem with '
cowardice, dismissed them with i
the trust which they had tmhufed,dmmmh
of their splendid ornaments, and banished them,
on pain of death, to the distance of an b
miles fmm the. mpml- Daring the
- i pAl

ﬁnhm‘g e st first mm"ﬁ
timmx wos mundeeed o the 25th of March, mnd Scveras. gt
Bly elerted on the 13t af Apeil (see Tkt Angust, pe 63 s0d 1
memt, His, des Empereurs, tom. iy, o 388, mote 7). W8,
albow Imr.hun ten days milor hh.m_h ynanmrﬂ-m
' n_qllm:h: n-hrﬂlﬂ"t

A
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another detachment had been sent to seize their el;va.w
arms, occupy their camp, and prevent the hasty "
consequences of their despair.® = = = J

The funeral and consecration of PertinaxwasFune
next solenmized with every circumstance of sadiic...”
magnificence  The senate, with o melancholy Vs
pl—::a.n’uiﬁﬁiﬁi‘liiéd the last rites to that excels

lent prince, whom they had loved, and still re-
gretted. The concern of his surcessor was pro-
bably less sincere.  He esteemed the vietues of -
Pertinax, hut those virtues would for ever have
confined his ambition to'n private station. Seve-
cloquence, inward satisfaction, and well-acted
sorrow ; and, by this pious regard to his memo-
TY: convinced the ecredulous multitude that he
alone was worthy to supply his place. Sensihle,
however, that arms, not ceremanies, rinst HECTE 5 4
his claim to the empire, he left Rome ot the end
of thirty days, and without suffcring himself to
be elated by this easy victory, prepared to en-
counter his more formidable vivals,
¢ upcommon abilities and fortune of Secacen of
verus, have induced an clegant historian to COM= 2t Xie
pare him with the first and greatest of “thef 0
Casars” The parallel is, at least, imperfect. dme
Where shall we find, in the character of Severus,
the commanding superiority of soul, the generous
clemency, snd the various genius, which could

* Dimn, L Txxiv, p. 128, Herodlan, | i, 7 54
1 Mo, (. lxxiv,: g 1848 who assisted 8t the cerediosy ot 3 .
mitor, gives & meat pompous descriprion of I
Merodinn, L i, p. 138
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THE DECLINE AND FALL
reconeile and unite the love of pleasure, the thirst

fa"knhwlnrlgl-. and the fire of ambition?" In

ane instance only, they may be compared, with
some degree of propriety, in the celerity of their
motions, and their ecivil victories,  Tn less than
four years,®! Severus subdued the riches of the
enst, and the valour of the west, He vanquished
two competitors of reputation and ability, ‘and
defeated numerous armies, provided with wes-
pons and discipline equal to bis own.  In that
age, the-art of fortification, and the principles of
tactics, were well understood by all the Roman
generals ; and the constant superiority of Severs
was tlint of an uartist, who uses the same lﬂﬁﬂ*
ments with more skill and industry than his -
vals. T shall not, however, enter into o minute
narrative of these military operations; but as
the two civil wars against Niger and ng&ut
Albinus, were almost the same in their

event, and consequences, I shall collect

point of view, the most striking cin:mﬂ
tending to develope the dm:rllt:tﬂrdl’ tlxemu-
queror, and the state of the

Contuet of  Falschood and insincerity, nmmuzww

the two

eivil wars. ;mm hh@ﬂyﬁrwukumm M

.i'\l

*W“mmn the intention of Lo, ta S
alt the character of Camar, yet the iden he gives of dhat hers, i the
tenth ook of the Pharsatia, where he deserfbes him, al the e
time, imiking love to Clecpatra, 4%%” ﬂl#-‘
of Fgypl. and comverning with the sages of the country, I “ﬂ'
tys the mobilait mrin

¥ Reehuhug frims Hﬂ?@‘m 163, 1y the death of ﬂT

linus, Febpnary 19, 197, Sex Till=mont’s Chrgnuligy.

'\



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 189

us with a less degrading idea of meanness, than CHAP.
when they are found in the intercourse of pri- w:"“_
vate life.  In the latter, they discover a want of
courage ; in the other, only a defect of power;
and as it is impo wm-ﬁh‘m,
man to subdue mitlions of followers and enenies
by their own personal strength, the world, under
a wery liberal indulgence of craft and dissim
tion, Yet the arts of Severus cannot be justi- Ars e
fied by the most ample privileges of state reason.
He promised, only 1o betray ; he flattered, only
to ruin; anid however he might occasionally bind
himself by oaths and treatics, his conscience, ob-
sequious to his interest, always released bim
from'the inconvenient obligation.®

If his two competitors, reconciled by their weasds
common danger, had advanced upon him with. Vs
out delay, perhaps Severus would have sunk un-
der their united effort: Had they even attacked
bim, at the same time, with separate views and
und doubtful. But they fell, singly and sucoes-
sively, an ensy prey to the arts as well s arms:
of their subtle enemy, lulled into security by the
moderation of his professions, and overwhelmed
by the rapidity of his action. He first marched
against Niger, whose reputation and power he
the most dreaded ; but he declined sny hestile
declargtions, suppressed the name of his antago-
nist, and only signified to the senate and people,

SHeredinn; b6 B
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ciar. higintention of regulating the enstern provinces,
¥ Inprivate he spoke of Niger, his old friend and
intended successor,® with the most affectionate
regard, amd highly applauded his generous design
of revenging the murder of Pertinax. To punish
the vile usurper of the throne, was the duty of
every Roman general. To persevere in arms,
and to resist a lawiul emperor, acknowledged by
the senate, would alone render him criminal?
The sons of Niger had fallen into his hands
among the children of the provincial governors,
detained nt Rome as pledges for the loyalty of
their parents*  As long as the power of Niger
inspired terror, or even respect, they were edu-
cated with the most tender care, with the child-
ven of Severus himself; but they were soon in-
volved in their father’s roin, and removed, first
v exile, and afterwards by death, from the eye.

weirds . While Severus was engaged in his Ccastern war,
he had reason to apprehend that the governor of
Britain might pass the sea and the Alps, occupy
the vacant seat of empire, and oppose kis returm.

2 Whilsl Sewerus waz very dangerously 1, it way industriously giv-
<ti oty that he istesdnd 1o appolnt Niger and Albinis bis miigree
gurs. s b éould not B sineere with respoet 1o hoth, he might ot
be 50 with rogand to gither. Yot Sevorus carcied his lippociiy =
fary @4 0 profos that fupention in the momoies of his own life. '

» Hist. Augoet, oS

* This practice, invemted by Commadus, proved very wssfil 8
Severus.  He found at Rome the ehildvon of masy of the prineipl
adhgreatn of his Fivals § knd o employod them more than doce 1 fa-
timidate, or seduce, the parente !

* Heradiun, L Uik, po 86 Hist Angit, . 67, 6
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with the authority of the senate and the forces of - CHAP,
the west. The mﬂﬁgnw conduct of Albinus, ¥

WM Saunmatamh& man,
whom he had doomed to destruction, with every
mark of esteemn and regard. Even in the letter,
in which he announced his victory over Niger,

he styles Albinus the brother of his soul and em-
pire, sends him the affectionate salutations of his
wifee Julin, and his young family, and entreats -
him to preserve the armies and the republic fith-
ful to their common interest. The messengers
<harred with this letter, wereinstructed to accost
the Cassar with respect, to desire a private audi-
ence; and to plange their dagyers into his heart.,”
The conspiracy was discovercd, and the too cre-
dulous Albinus at length passed over to the con-
tinent, and prepared mw-lm:i
his wival, who rushed upon: him at ﬁ‘w
a véeteran amd victorious army.

The military labours of Severus seem innde- Feewt o -
quate to the importance of his conquests. T WO wies,
engagements, the ome nedr the Hellespont, the
other in the narrow defiles of Cilicin, decided the *
fate of his Syrian competitor; and the troops of &
Emup;mted theirusual ascendant overthie of-

b Filst Auguet B4 Spartianus bas uperied (bis clieus llilﬂ
at full Jengtl.
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CHA R Mn:um of Asin” The battle of Lyons,
Y.

EREEELEL RS

wrliere one hundred and fifty thousand? Romugs
Swere engaged, was equally fatal to Albious,
The valour of the British army maintained, in-
deed, a sharp and doubtful contest with the
lardy discipline of the Ilyrion legions. The
.- fame and person of Severus appeared, :!urmg‘i
few moments, irrecoverably lost, till that wars
“like prince rallied his fainting troops, and led

,.’J'.hLII.‘I. on to a devisive victory.” Thewar was

. by that memorable day. ¥

decided by e civil wars of modern Europe have Geen
;:m. distmgmslmd not only by the fierce ammodly.

-

' hut likewise by the obstinate perseverance,: of the
contending factions, ‘They bave generally beéh
justified by some principle, or, at least, coloured *
_by some pretext, of religion, freedom, or loyalty.
"Fhe leaders were nubles of independent property
" and hereditary influence.  The troops fought
Iﬁtm interested in the decision of
Tmﬂﬂmwﬁtmdpmﬁz@mw
diffused thronghout the whole community; avan-
quished chief was immediately supp lied with new.
adherents, eager to shed their Hnnd in the same

v vamse.  But thu]lnmms.nﬂerﬂmﬂlid'ﬁt g

;aﬁﬂhmbahduﬂyfwﬂmchm of masters,
A

&mm thit :mrm of um.- asil the eevepty-arth

o j book, of Dian Caasls, _'
"4 ]'Imn, Eixxv, pe R26 2 ™ & ol
*ﬁ\un L b, po I96L i, & i, po 110, Hin Ap

8. The i thi plaim of Treveus, (e

ne Mot Jesguss frm Tillemost, wm UL @ 405,
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Unl:ler the standard of nmhr candidate I'w ﬂh.u'.
eiapire, a few inlisted from affection, some from ___
fear, many from interest, none ﬁmmpk.-
The legions, uninflamed by party ml, were al-

luradmmmilﬂhl?nl 1
more - dﬂeﬁﬁ,hy
mmﬂeperfmmd'huw-ﬁlj '

ments, dissolved tham%hg &'

followers, and left them to consult ﬁ
safety, by a timely desertion of an '
cause. 1t was of little moment to the provinees ‘

under whose nume they were oppressed nrgb— ‘.
verned; they were driven by the t:qn%n g o
the present power, and as soon as that power .
yielded to a superior force, they bastened to im-

plore the clemency of the conquerar, wha, as he '
had an immense debt to discharge, was obliged

to sacrifice the most guilty countries to the ava- .
rice of his soldiers. In the vast extent of the
Roman empire, there were few fortified cities
capable of protecting a routed army ; nor was !
there any person, or family, or order of

whosenatural interest, unsupported b; .
ufgmmt,mumpnhlenfming chuse _“'
of n sinking party.’ ...

Yet, in the contest between Niger and Sev
rus, a single city deserves an hopourable
tion., As Byzantium was one of the
spassages from Europe into Asia, it n pro-% s
vided with a strong garrison, and a I‘ g
1 " Mentesguias, Considerations sur a Grandear et o .
hwn‘-.h.ﬂl. . : '.

VOL. L o e

t’. .‘ . ¥
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Is wmt anchored in the h&rhnul"
“impetuosity of Severus disappointed this
dent scheme of defence; he left to his gene-
the siege of Byzantium, forced the Jess %
guarded passage of the Hellespont, and, impa-
Ao Hent nl’ar@c‘r enemy, pressed forward to en-
Yo, n"cmmti!r his rival. nynfmtmm.ntucknd by & nu-
mﬂ!ﬂns and increasing army, and afterwards by
‘-hewlmle naval power of the empire, sustained &
e of thres mﬂdmﬁfmﬂulmm F
: ond mwi'}"ul' Niger. “The citizens and
. { (we know not from what canse) wereani-
‘ mited with equal fury ; severnl of the principal
P officers of Niger, who despaired of, or who dis-
, dained a pardon, had thrown themselves m
v this lust refuge: the fortifications were
f . mwﬂlﬂﬂ.md,mthud;fnnmnlthuphnaa
& @, clebrated engineer displayed all the mechani
L]

4 m%mllﬁr:n-um put 1o the Sword, the walls de-

mnlished, the privileges suppressed, mi“dhﬂu-

A tined gqnml of the Enst subsisted only as an open

i willage, su.tym; to the insulting jurisdiction of
" % Perinthus 'hmuﬁ'!an Diom, whuhulrﬂ— :

nndimnusﬂrlhe
] Lis I'r b x

t'.ci-luf hmwmﬂ-‘pﬂ'&lﬁl.'
“_ s, Bumwseer, ﬂ!h’: m.'l!h’l wlf I'I'lu..mll l..ll'lli'thﬂ I'lﬁ'j

* ;g;; -:?&

: © |
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state of Byzantium, accused.the revenge of EE- l!%ﬂ'
verus, fur dﬂpﬂﬂ% ﬂlﬂmnﬂi& of the

s of Pon-""
b= o
B o T isehvered and D=t o
put tudeal,ln in their ﬂ:ght frnm : ol by
battle. Tlheir fate excited neither :-urprme S
compassion, They. had staked their lives wut il
I:hE cIpine, '
Wi % &w ' 5
armgmt superionity of suffering his rivals 1 tolive
in & privaté station. But his unforgiving temper, -
stimulated by avarice, indulged a spirit of re-
venge, where there was no room for apprehen- & ©
sion.  The most considerable of the provincials, ™ b
who, WM any. gmhke to the fortunate candi- r
date, had ulzmat e governor under thﬂ!- Y o
thﬂﬁ?-xtherm ' e
com ol thmrﬂtﬂlﬁ- Mmr " .

Eustmpt of their ancicnt Iﬁ:imum, P o

ﬁhhged to pay, hﬂ.uthetr&uuq of Severus, four,
u.u.ws the amount of the sums contributed by

-_I.hgn for the service of Niger. o9 .&.{.

! otwithstaoiing hﬁurii;ﬂuq h*"
- the wuk
ﬁiﬂ;pwtpm:wnmﬂm Wy
msny years after the death of Severis, lay in rulns, _1. 5

* Die, L. b, i 1250 %

02, £ bt 3>
o c g £ ¥

- .
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=

Ve of Severus was, in some measure, restrained by
A A L

Animosity the uncertainty of the event, and his pretended
::.mmmerenue for the senate. The head of Albinus,

Eanate.

"

L

"

»

l

accompanied with a menacing letter, announced

to the Romans, that he was resolved to spare
.none of the adberents of his unfortunate compe-
titors. He was irritated by the just suspicio,
that he had never possessed the affections of the
senate, and he concealed his ald malevelence

ciap. - Till the final decision of the war, the cruelty

4t g

- under the recent discovery of some treasonable
Mﬂnﬂmcﬂa. Thirty-five senators, W,__
aceused of having favoured the party of Albinus,

he freely pardoned ; and, by his subsequent be-

haviour, epdeavoured to convince them, that he
had Forgotten, as well as forgiven, their suppased
offences, But, ut the same time, he condemned
forty-one' other senators, whose names history

" has recorded; their wives, children, and clients,

attended them in death, and the noblest po-

+_vincials of Spain and Gaul were involved inthe
sameruin. Such rigid justice, for so he termed it,

was, in the opinion of Severus; the anly conduct
capable of ensuring peace to the people, or st

& Tility to the prince: and he condescended stightly

_to lament, that, to be mild, it was necessary that

o+ ‘*lm#imld . __ﬂ.llﬂa“ o 2 Rl

¥ .| :

sl UDien (L vy, e 1504 ¢ oaly twuﬁﬁlm'xlmm are menhid

By him, but frty-one are samed i the Aughstan THlstary, B
. smong whom were sis of 'the nm af Peaennius, Hesudtun' (L Hl
115), speaks in genersl of alties of Sevctan.
W el VictoRs, 0 T o

1
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The true interest of am absolute monarch ge- emar.
nerally coincides with that of his people. Their
numbers, their wealth, their order, and their $¢-rhe wi-
curity, are the best and only foundations of e
real greatness; and wefe be totally devoid oft: s

virtue, w\nﬁgﬁt supply its place, and ™"
would dictate the same rule of conduct. Severus.
considered the Roman empire as his property,
bestowed his care on the cultivation and JSng -
provement of so valughle an acquisition, Salu--
tary laws, executed with inflexible firmness, soon
corrécted most of the shuses with which, since
the death of Marcus, every part of the

ment had been infected. In the administration

of justice, the judgments of the emperor werc
‘charucterised by attention, discernment, and im-
partiality ; and whenever he deviated from the
strict line of equity, it was generally in [vour

of the poor and oppressed ; not so much indeed

from any sénse of bumanity, as from the natural - .
propensity of a despo o bumble the prideof
grreatness, and to sink all his subjects to the sime

pensive taste for building, mognificent shows, £ ==
and aliove all a constant and Tiberal distribution a

-

of corn and provisions, were the surest um-.-& -y
captivating the affection of the Roman .
; -

» Digg, L bexvi, p 1972 THist Augast. . 6T. Seveinu eele-
mmwm-m;wmm.mh-
Left In the public grmiries 3 provisn of carn (o sevem Yyesrs; &t
the rute of 75,000 modii, or about 500 quariers per day., T am_
- prrmuaded,

e
."'

05
'* - a -
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CHAP. Ti&mﬂﬁm- of civil discord were obliterateds
calm of pedce and prosperity wis otice more.
Generst_@xperienced in the provinces: and miany citles,
ﬁpd“; restored by the munificence of Severus, assumed: ;
the title of his colonies, and attésted by publie
monuments their gratitude and felivity.* The
fume of the Roman arms was revived by tit
witrlike and successful emperor,? and he hoasted,
with a just pride, that having received the em-
pm:: appressed with fireign and domestic wars,
established in-profound, universal, Inl]‘

huﬂnu‘mhlr peace.!

:‘,":ﬁ:ﬂg Although the wounds of civil war appeared

fiscipline, mmplctei_-, healed, its mortal poison still turked
in the vitals of the constitution. Severus pas

"o sessed a considernble share of vigour and ahi]:im
. but the daring soul of the first Cacsar, or the

_ﬁqufhugumm, were scarcely equal to the
" task of curhing the immeurmwm

: !ﬁnﬂ" ‘By gratitude, by misguided policy, b
_ steming necessity, Severus was induced 10
the nerves of discipline.” Thg \"l'[l[t.r 'ﬂf‘llit v

i peovnaded, thrmuﬂﬁmwwﬂhl#
K * tefm hut!mmhww,ﬁpﬁymmﬂhﬂr#
‘» mumm mlﬁﬂﬂnhuﬁur Hﬂﬂ
.. -an anchent medals, the jnacriptiond, &0
Hﬂ, # i end Whealer, Shaw, Pocadk, &e "
Creece, mmd Axle, have founid mepe mppumests of
Jm.thnd’m]u*&hmnmp"mm 3
k] fﬂnnrnld:hhﬂchmnulumhwiﬂm“ :
eapltals of the Pirthian ;.Wugﬂﬁi
ﬁ‘humm i
ﬁM«-ﬁhﬁh-ﬁmﬂpﬁ
un.wu.
* Herodian, l-m’_[klli. mlhlugmxuﬂ.
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soldiers was flattered withthe honour of wearing: CHAR,
gold rings; their ease was: induliged in the per- .

of quarters. He inoreased: their, pay beyon the

Very i m:m of danger or fﬁﬁﬁtj’.;
o thove the level of subjects by their

privileges,' they soon became incup?nlih' of 1 e »

litary fatigue, oppressive to the country, and im-
patient of o just subordination. Their officers

asserted the superiority of rank by nmare E § -t

fuse and elegant luxury. There is still
Jetter of Severus, lomenting the licentious state of
the army, and exhorting one of his generals to

“hegin the necessary reformation from the tribunes 5

themselves ; since, as he justly observes, the of-
ficer who haos forfeited the esteem, will never
command the obedience, of his goldiers.’

not indeed to the example,
indulzence, however, of the commandes ;

-

%

=

wed _ af’ rnﬂtr:tmﬂ, 2

P
bt to the: o
in ¢ A

The proctorians, who murdered their emPerur_u«-‘-u-E

and sold the empire, bad reccived the jmi;u-&ﬁ, . "
. m*memnf 1huw'£ml; Imt(ﬁd_‘_ e |
-y T n .

s {rpon i Inssolenca and privilages of the subdlers, the 16l satire,

sely seeribed to Juvenal, w3 be siilled | tha style :

ea o It would fndyce mr to believe, that It was cutnpeeed ynder

the wf Saversss, pr that of bls 30k - o
* Jhist. Angmt. p. 73 L

. i) #
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CBAF. though dangerous, institution of guards, was scom
restored on a new model by Severus, and ine

m

;

creased to four times the ancient number” For-

merly these troops had been recruited in Ttaly s
and as the adjacent provinces gradually imbibed
the softer manners of Rome, the levies were exs
tended to Macedonia, Noricum, and Spain. In
\ the room of these elegant troops, betteradaplﬂ

to the pomp of courts than to the uses of war it

was established by Severus, that from all the Je
gions of the frontiers, the soldiers most distin-
guished for strength, valour, and fidelity, should
_ be oceasionally draughted ; and promoted, asan
° " honour and reward, into the mare eligible SErvice
of the guards® By this new institution, the
Ttalian youth were diverted from the exerciseof |

'h"'. arms, and the capital was terrified by ﬂlﬂlf-‘wq

aspect and manners of & multitude of barbarians,
But Severus flattered himself, that the legions

'ﬁm these chosen practorians as theres
tatives of the whole military order; and

that the present aid of fifty thousand men, ﬂ"!

perior in arms and appointments to any force
} that could bie brought into the field against them,
¢ " would for ever crush the hopes of rebellion, and
secure the empire to himself and his posterity.
“ﬁﬂp;'ﬂ* command of these favoured and formi-
mmpn- mimmthfﬁl!t{ﬂﬂﬂf
S empire.  AS the governmeht degenerated into

g.l.hm'y despotism, the pmtqhn prefect, wha

e mnmpm L.
"  #3ion, & Txxiv, p 1213

* . f

é
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in his origin had been o simple captain of the mu.g,

guards, was placed, not enly ot the head of the
army, but of the finances, and even of the Jaw.
Inmmw:mw
sented the person, and exercised the authority,
of the emperor.  The first prefect who enjoyed
and abused this immense power was Plautianos,

C- - i S

danghter with the eldest son of the em
which seemed to assure his fortune, proved the
occasion of his ruin.? ‘The animosities of the pa-
Jace; by irritating the ambition and

fears of Plautianus, threatened to produce a ré-
volution, and obliged the emperor, who still |
him, to consent with reluctance to his death.”

the celebrated Papinian, was appointed to exe-

&
cute the motely office of practorian prefeet,
‘Till mmdm the virtue, and EE —
military

of civil pnth:ry instituted by .ﬁugu

youth of Severus had been tmﬁnndmthnmmlmt 5
.

obedience of camps, and his riper years spcut in

imndhum#:in‘mimmmuf POwFT, WER
srigtion of an hundred hewdlamans, soumse il Wiy martied o
wen Fulliers of fanifies, imerely thol kis daghter, 7 et marsiuge
with the youig emperur, n:ighhwnﬂ'hamhw
' AN amitern Goeen.  Das L lzxwi, p 14TL .
'Mhum.;.u.i Herodian, 1. i, p 129-123. ‘Tha
granimarian of Aksandcin eroma, 28 it b= mut unmesal, much betber
weipialnted with this sipserious transictien, and more asaured of The
pllll.ul PMlantlinus, than ;h- ﬂmmurumurﬂlnh

at <

..d-

After the fall of Plautinnus, oo eminent lawyer, o

the hndhemd

-
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L CHAT, ﬂm&apﬁmm of military command, His haugh.

I?'flml inflexible spirit could oot discover, or
T would not acknowledge, the advantage of pre-

serving an intermediate power, however imagin-
ary, between the emperor and the army. Hedis-
dained to profess himself the servant of an os.
sembly that detested his person, and trembled ar
his frown ; he issued his commands, where his
request would have proved as effectual ; assum-
ed the conduct and style ofa sovereign anda

cumpmm and exercised, without disguise, the

whole legislative as wéll as the executive power.

fw ks The victory over the senate was cosy and in-
ﬁpem: glotious, Every eye and every passion were di=

prerigi-
i

t,' n#tinmhﬂreiﬂchﬂhyﬂlepmplc.nurpmﬂd'

o

g

rected to the supreme magistrate, who possessed
the arms and treasure of the state ; whilst the se-

ﬂﬁﬂiﬁrj foree, nar animated by public spirit,

Wtymuwmﬂm
wsis of ancient opinion. The fine

way for the more natural and substantial feelings
of monarchy. As the freedom and honours of

Rome were successively communicated to the

provinces, in which the old government had been

cither unknown, or was remembered with ablior-

i"n:n% the tradition el republican maxinis was

‘:.J

ufu.tepuhﬁcuumﬂ.n]wmuhul.miuﬂ ‘

gradunlly obliterated, The Greek historiansof

the age of the Antonines” bbserve with a ma~
ligious pleasure, that a!thmsgbdthmr@n of

= b ey e

* Applam In Prees,

< #: .1

)
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fall mensure of regal power: In the reign of Se- CRAR. o
verus, the senate was filled with polished and ___ "
eloquent slaves from the eastern provinces, who ' >
justified personal fattery by specolative princi-

ples of servitude. These new advocates of pre-

rogative M*ﬁh pleastre by the court,

and with patience by the people, when they in- %
culeated the duty of passive ebedicnee, and des-

The lawyers and the historians concurred M o
teaching, that the imperial authority was held, A

not by the delggated commission, but by the

irrevocable resignation of the senate; that the: &

laws, could command by his arbitrary will thet *

lives and fortuncs of his subjects, and might dis-

pose of the empire as of his private potrimony.”

The most eminent of the ¢ivil lawyers, and par- »
ticularly Papinian, Paulas, and Ulpian, flourish-

ed under the house of Severus; and the Romnn t“‘,"', L
jurisprudence having closely united itscll with =

the system of monarcy, weas supposed torhav

attuined its full maturity and perfe
The tontemporaries of Severus, s enjoy-
ment of the pence and glory of his reign, forgave
the cruelties by which it had been introduced. R

Posterity, who experienced the fatal vifects ;hh = -
Romen
e

maxims and example, justly ﬂ)nﬂ#ﬂ!u i e
the prineipal author of the decline [ the Ros -
bR g5 d .
» Dion Cisslary seezms to haye writfen wilh no other view, than ta
form these upinicos jnto an historical system. The pandests witl
, ghiew how sssidggualy the lawyers, on theis side, Libeured L the cacke &=
!II prervegative. ¥

LY

v %

a " -
. v
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. CHAP. VI,

The death of Severws—Tyramiy af Coracalia.~
Uirpation of MadititssFoltics of Elozaboltl
- Firtwes of Alexander Severns.— Licentiousness
of the army.—General slate of the Roman fiz
nances. |

“Vi" Tur ascent to greatness, however stecp and.

el , may entertain an active spirit with

il the consciousness and exetvise ¥ its OWD. pow=

.3:::1': ers; but the possession of a throne could pever

’ - wyet_afford o lasting satisfaction to an ambi-

f tious mind. This_melancholy truth was felt

and acknowledged by Severus.  Fortune and

- merit had, from an humble station, Lleﬂtﬂﬂ

®  'him to the first place wmong mankind. * He

ot b hemallthmg:, as he said himself, # and

"3 ) | was of little value”* Distracted I’tﬁﬁﬂ

" care, not of acquiring, but of prm an
empire, oppressed with age and infirmities, care-
less'of fame,* and satiated with power, all his

prospects of life were closed. The desire of per-

¢ petuating the greatness of his family, was the

m}r remainjug wish of his ambition and paternal

; tenderness, -

fuwte  Like most of the Africans, Severus was IIIB-

:;"m;msmnluelf mldicted to the vain Wd’ !lﬂsiﬂ

ng' divination, dﬂcp!mﬂ in the illtﬂrpl'ﬂl'

ﬁ S ‘T""L
- m;m*ﬁﬁimummw b
. ¥ Dien Casslus, 1 Lo, p 1280,
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tion of dreams and omens, and perfectly acquaint- crar,
el with the science of judicinl astrology, which, VL
in almost every age except the present, has ~  #
maintained its dominion over the mind of man.

He had -tm.iﬁ;#- st wife whilst he was. gover-
nor of « Gauls In the choice of &
second, he sought only to copnect himself with
same fasourite of fortune; and as soon as he had ;
discovered that & young lady of Emesa in Syria

had a royal rativity, he solicited, and nhm [ ¥

her hand.® Julin Domna (for that was her name) ¥
deserved all that the stars could promise her.

She possessed, even in an advanced age, the at-
tractions of beauty * and united to a lively ima- b
gination a firmness of mind, and strength of
judgment, seldom bestowed on her sex. Her

amiable qualities never made any deep impression

on the dark and jealous temper of her hushand;

hut in hier son’s reign, she administered the prine

cipal affairs of the empire, with a prudence that o
supported his autherity, and with a moderation.
Julia applicd herself’ to letters and | philasoph
with some success, and with the most splendid

* About ths year 188, M. de THlomont s miseraliy emhnrramod
with o passage of THone in which the empres Faugstina, wh died in
the yoar 175, s introdueed as Biving suntrituted to the mrrisge uf .
Severvs and Julla (. Fixiv, o U248y, The Tesrnod compiter forgote e
thixt Pion is reinting, not 3 vl fact, Init adrettn of w:h!l
drranis are clrmmoactibod to oo Iimits of tink for speee,  [Hal BL de

1 Ei.ﬂne fhit mavrlages werme camrsmematrd 1o the fesnple af

Venns st Mome!  Filit. dos Empereurs, tom. 0L . 359, Hote 6.

* Hist, Augiet F“ » Hist, Augast, e 55

* Dion Cassius, b Tosvii, p 1004, 1014 E N
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ation. She was the patroness of every arf,
e friend of every man of genius.® The

: Wﬂﬁﬂ flattery of the learned has celebratod her

virtue ; but, if we may credit the scandal of

I'IIIEI(!H'E history, Ellﬂ:tﬂ}' wis very far from be-
T ing the most cunspicuaua virtue of the empress
: Juhn

. Thrfr{lw Two sans, Caracalla and Geta, were the fnut
e s OF this: marriage, and the destined heirs of the

¥

fewe empire.  The fond bopesiof the father, and of
the Roman workd, were soon disappointed by

lhm vain youtls, who displayed the indoleat

3 seeurity of here ditary princes, and a pmmmptm

that fortune would supply the place of merit and

application.  Without any emulation of virtue
: or talents, they discovered, almost from their in-
' fancy, a fixed and implacable antipathy. for each.
. :g o m Tlmu' aversion, confirmed by years, and
- .' fomented by the arts of their interested favour-
> Jarm»wﬁ childish, and gradually in
strious. competitions, and, #IW
vided the theatre, the circus, and the court, intg
two factions, actuated by the hopes and fears of,
o their respective leaders, - The prudent emperor
m"w by every expedient of advice and

I._w-fumu.umm urnu-ammurfm- -\!
mmwa.

1 ‘:]lun L texvi, o 19SE Anrelios Victar,
¥ Bassiznnie was bis first ngsoe, Mllhﬂhmlhlﬂﬁwal
grandither,. During hls reign, he unuui “! !
tanipus, which js employed by Lawyers anid ancier

Al deash, the pabiic indignation. : '.u-mn-.n--if-'
-L : '“_.Hh-' '.‘. Fif o i o !hwwmh ﬁ “.. I ,!
2 .
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authority, to allay this growing animosity. The ciae. '
- unhappy discord of ]ﬁs ﬂunk‘utw;;ll his s pro- b

A R

p i e {r
t?mr, tlw Hﬂnmn worlid beheld three emperon
Yet tven this equal conduct serve d only to mﬂnmc‘m"'

the cuntest,. the fierce Carncal am:rtuﬂ
the right of primogeniture, and the m 7
courted the affections of the people and t) »e

diers. In the anguish of a disappointed father,
Severnsforetold thut theweaker of his sons wonld
fnil a sacrifice tosthe stronger, wbu, in his furn,
would be ruined by his own vices.' !
Ln these elrcumstances, the intelligence n['nwm I:m-

mBmlih'.‘gg& ﬂf an invns:un of the pruﬂnw,_,‘ M_ o
by the ‘barbarions of the north, wus rur:mvedr

Jicutenants m:;a:ht have been iont 1
repel the distant enemy, hﬁrﬁﬂm emhirace
the honoumble pretext of withdrawing his sons
from the lixuryof Rome, which enervated their
« minds, and irritated their pa.uﬁtm!i. and of inur-

#‘ o %
& Tha s m of Caracalla i fxsd by the mum- A e Tillen

memt “lha* $98; ihe associution of Gets to the yesr S08
'H‘ﬂ"t-'*-ﬁkp 180, ‘The lives of Coraculls azi Gets in &

the Augusian History,



-G08 m:’u’umu AND PALL

CHAL: hnwnhm three-score), and his gout, which
Vi abliged him to be carried in a litter, he trans-
- H“pl:n‘ted himself in person into that remote mhu:ui
attended by his two sons, his whole court, and
a formidable army. He immediately passed the
walls of Hadrian and Antoninus, and entered the
enemy’s country, With the design of completing
the long-attempted conquest of Britain, He
penetrated to thenorthern extremity of the island,
without meeting an enemy. But the concepled
ambuscades of the Caledonians, who hung un- *
geen on the rear and flanks of his army, the
coldness of the climate, and the ﬂwentyui’ a
> winter march across the hills and morasses if
* Scotland, are reported to have cost the Romans
above fifty thousand men. The Caledonians at
length yielded to the powerfulsand obstinate at-
. tack,sued for peace, and surrendered a part of
* their arms, and a large track of territory. But
' B their apparent submission lasted no lungw
ﬁzpmtterrnr As soon as the Roman
had retired, they resumed their hmtﬂewna' 3
ence., Their restloss spirit provoked Severus 1o
. send a new army into’ Caledonin, with the most
Dbloody orders, not to subdue, but to extirpate the
“matives.  They were saved by the death of their ¢
baughty ewemy.”

' Fingsl st Thw&kﬁunhuwnr, neither marked by dec-
ks beres. yive eve nts, nor attended with myw

- eonsequences, would ill deserve our attention
but it is supposed, mﬁm a consillerable

= Dicr L Jaxel, :

-

;ah ﬁl\- Heredlian, L li# p- 188, ll'-
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degree of probability, that the invasion of Seve- cHAP
rus is connected with the most shining period of _“w'

the British history or fable. Fingal, whose fame,
with that of his heroes and bards, has been re-
vived in our language by a recent publication,
is said to have commanded the Caledonians in
that memorable juncture, to have eluded the
power of Severus, and to have obtained a signal
victory on the banks of the Carun, in which the
son of the king of the world, Caracul, fled from
his arms along the fields of his pride.” Some-
thing of a doubtful miststill hangs over these high-
land traditions; nor can it be entirely dispelled
by the most ingenious researches of modern cri-

ticism :* but if we could, with safety, indulgeﬂmngmnr
the pleasing supposition, that Fingal lived, and g

that Ossian sung, the striking contrast of the!™ ">

situation and manners of the contending nations
might amuseé a philosophic mind. The parallel
would be little to the advantage of the more
cvilzed peopl, if we compared the unrelenting

revenge of Severus wﬁhﬁc“mTﬂr men
g‘ﬂ‘ff‘i@u: the timid and brutal cruelty of Cara.

* Osalans Pliems, vl 1, g 175.

* Thut the Carsedl of Ossian is the Caraculla of the Noman his
tory, Is, perhape; the oply point of British antiquity in which Mr.
Mucphernon and Mr, Whitaker are of the sune opinion; and yet
Fhlm in nat witheot difleaity. . In the Caledonisn war, the

of Severns was knowa enly by the appellation of Artoniiie
ard it may soem atrangs thal the il bard shonld deeribe him
by & sibcke-nnma, invenied four yeurs afterwurds, scurcely used by the
Retmansill afier the death of that emperor, and sefdom eployed by
the most anclent historians. Sée Dion, L loxvil, po IS17. Hit
Angust. b 88 Aurel Victor, Eusth. in Chiron. ad ann. 214,

VOoL. 1. P
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calla, with the bravery, the tenderness, the ele-
gant genius of Ossian; the mercenary chiefs who,
from motives of [ear or interest, served under the
imperial standard, with the freeborn warriors
who started to arms at the voice of the king of
Morven: if, in a word, we contemplated the
untutored Caledonians, glowing with the warn
virtues of nature, and the degenerate Romans,
polluted with the mean vices of wealth and sla-
VErY.

EI'} &u:-limnghﬂlﬂ: and last illness of Smm
mﬁulmerl the wild ambition and black pamﬂﬂlﬂﬂf
Caracalla’s soul. Impatient of any delay or divi-
sion of empire, he attempted, more thon once; .
to shorten the small remainder of his father's
days, and endeavoured, but without success, to
exeite a mutiny among the troops” The old

emperor had often censured the misguided hnﬁ,r
nf@iglcu:,whn.hj:amghm of justice, might
have saved the Romans from the tyranny of bis
worthless son.  Placed in the same situation, be
experienced how easily the rigour of a Jtds! dis=
solves away in the tenderness of a ]mre.nt. He'
deliberated, he threatened, but he could not
punisli; nlﬁl this last and only instance of mercy

~was more fatal to the mpurthnnalangmhﬁ

Death of
Beverus,
nod secce-
alen of his
Tt ST,
a m 211,
4th Fehru-

MY

ufmett}* The disorder of his mind imi-
tated the pains of his body ; he wished nnplri

tiently for death, and hastened the instant of
1!-11; luf- impatience. He eﬂgh'ul at York in

=" iy

émlnlul ., Aurel. Vicus:
1 mbu. L'ﬁh :Jl% ﬂhr.jugm_‘;,ﬂl
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the sixty-fifth yenr of bis lifé, and in the cigh. cuar.
teenth of'a glorious and successful reign. In his *"
last moments he recommended concord to his -

sons, and his sonsto the army. The salutary
advice never reached the heart, or even the under-
standing, of the impetuous youths:; but the
more obedient troops, mindful of their oath of

master, resisted the solicitations of Caracalln, and
proclaimed both brothers emperors of Rome,
The new princes soon left ‘the Caledonians in
peace, returned to the capital,’ celebrated their
father's funcral with divine honours, and were
cheerfully acknowledged as lawful sovereigns,
by the senate, the people, and the provinces.
Some pre-eminence of rank seems to have been
allowed to the elder brother : but they both ad-
ministered the cmpire with equal and independ-
ent power.'

Such a divided form of government would have ;...
proved a source of discord between the most 244 batred
affectionate brothers. Il‘ﬂw'ﬁtﬁhm

cnﬂﬁlgng subsist between two implacable ene-
mies, who neither desired nor could trust a re-
conciliation. 1t was visible that one only could
reign, and that the other must fall; apd each of
them judging of bis rival's designs by his own,
guarded his life with the most Jjealous vigilance
from the repeated attacks of poison or the sword.
Their rupid journey through Gaul and Ttaly,

*Dion, Lizssl, p. 1958  Herodian, 1. i, p. (36
2
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CHAP; ﬂnmg wliich they never cat at the same table,
¥ ot slept in the same house, displayed to the pro-

vinces the odious spectacle of fraterngl discord.
On their arrival at Rome, they immediately di-
vided the vast extent of the imperial palnce*
No communication was allowed between their

i the doors and passages were dili-
gmtly l'nruﬁmi and guards posted and relieved
with the same strictness as in o besieged place.
The emperors met only in public, in the pre-
sence of their afflicted mother ; and ench sir-
rounded by a numerous train of armed follow-
ers. Even on these occasions of cercmony, the
dissimulation of courts could ill disguise the mn-
cour of their hearts.

Ptk This latent civil war already distracted the

ﬁz'mw.;auhk government, when a scheme was suggested
beineen ™ that seemied of mutyal benefit to the hostile bro-

think

"fﬁnhjﬂtw-tn”im.#.h
P~ 13, who, en this cccasion, represents the imperial palice s
equal in extent to the rest of Aome. The whole region of e Fa-
latine mowmt, mth:ﬁll“hum,m.'mg“
ferenee of eloven or twelve thousaind feet (e the Natitis and Vies
tor, in Nardinis Boma Antica), Beil we should recolloet that the
“mmmmmmymmﬂuﬂu
jundens und superd palsces, the grostost part of which had esn gra-
‘lual.y confiscated by the emperors. Iflkumuli.ﬁ;.:ﬂw
‘that bore bis pame on the Janiculum, sml if Carscails: inhublted

the gardems of Minconas an the EBsquelie, the rival brothers wers
memwmm1Mmﬁ#
e intermediate apace was flled by the imperial gasdens of Sallusty
ﬂhﬂﬂﬁwﬂaﬁmamemhamﬂ:
ol ¥ lﬂrﬁ-ﬁlﬂtﬁm with
ﬂm‘vh::il-&m the ‘Tiher and the sreets.  But thiv
explanation of Herodian would require, though it ill deservey, 3 psi-
ticulur dissertation, Mostrated by o of Rume.
I'H“ml'hr[‘-m ” ae b
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thers. It was proposed, that since it was-im- CHAR
possible to reconcile their minds, they should ‘"

separate their interest, and divide the empire
between them. The mdihunl of the treaty
were already drawn with some nccuracy. It was
agrecd, that Caracalla, as the elder brother,

should remain in possession of Europe and the
western Africa, and that he should relinguish
the sovereignty of Asia nnﬂEg}'pttuGetl.whn
might fix his residence at Alexandria or Anhnd:,
cities little inferior to Rome itsell in wealth and
greatness ; that numerous armies should be con-
stantly encamped on either side of the Thracian
Bosphorus, to guard the frontiers of the rival
monarchies ; and that the senators of European
extraction should acknowledge the sovercign of

Rome, whilst the natives of Asia followed the

emperor of the East, The tears of the empress
Julia interrupted the negociation, the first idea
of which had filled every Roman breast with sur-
prise and indignation. The mighty mass of con-
quest was so intlmatetrmhﬂl the hand of
time and policy, that it required the most for-
cible violence to rend it asunder. The Romans
bhad reason to dread, that the disjointed members
would soon be reduced by a civil war under the
dominion of one master; but il the separation
was permanent, the division of the provinces
must terminete in the dissolution of an empire
whose unity had hitherto remained inviolate.®

= Herosdian, L v, p- 14,
: * S
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cuar.  Had the treaty heen carried into execution,the
_“_'v_"m Wﬂﬁgn af Europe might soon have been the

Murdes of cOnqueror of Asin; but Caracalla obtained an
f':‘,],. easier thongh a more guilty victory. He artfully
::;’;_if' listened to his mother's entreaties, nd mnuﬂlted_.
to meet his birother in her apartment, on terms

of peace and reconcilintion. In the midst of

their conversation, some centurions, who had cone

trived to conceal themselves, rushed with deawn
swordsuponthe unfortunate Geta, His distructed
maother strove to protect him in her arms; but,

in the unavailing struggle, she was wounded in

the hand, and covered with the blood of her
younger son, while she suw the elder animating

and assisting™ the fury of the assassins. As soon

a8 the deed was perpetrated, Caracalla, with

hasty steps, and horror in Lis countenance, ran
_towards the pratorian camp as his only refuge,

and threw himself on the ground before the statues
of the wtelar deities” The soldiers atf
10 raise and comfort him. In broken snd
ordered words he informed them of his imminent
danger and fortunate escape; insinuating that he
had prevented the designs of his enemy, and de-
clared his resohution to live and die with bis faith-

* Caracalla roonerrsted, (n the temylc of Seragin, the sword, Witk
*hlh'?l]'!- Be bossted, be had stuin his brother Gera. Dioh, 1 laxell,
P a . 3 ] i

t Hevodian, L iv./po 145 To every Haman camp iheld i-;’
bapll chsped near the head-qunriens, in wiich the statu of the tule
lag deftics were preserved ant adoged 3 Wnd e mey remark, o ihe
dugles, wnd ether military envigns, were in- the first ok of these
deifiesy an exvellent natilution, which mnfrmed dincipling by the
canction of pefigicn.  See Lipsius de Mikitid Remand, v, & %3
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ful troops. Geta had been the favourite of the cwar.
soldiers ; but complaint wus useless, revenge was ad
dangerous, and they still reverenced the son of
Severus.  Their thlmim; died awdy in idle
murmurs; and Caracalla ‘soon convinced thtm of
the Jmﬂnam-mm, by distributing in one

e L

lavish dﬂqptim the accumulated treasures of his
Fnt}ﬂt’.nﬁgn.' The real senfiments of the sol-
diers alone were of i:npurlm.gp ‘“‘E‘?.m - or
safety. Their declaration in his fa I COm-
manded the dutiful professions of the senate. The”
obsequious assembly wasalways prepared to ratify
the degision of fortune; but as Carncalla wished
mwﬂe first emotions of public in
tion, the name of Geta was mentioned with de-
gency, and he received the funeral honours of a
Roman emperor.® Posterity, in pity to his mis-
fortune, has cast a veil over his vices. We con-
sider that young prince as the innocent victim of
his brother's ambition, without recollecting that
he htmsdfwm&puwm rather than inclination,
to consummate the same att: ucl'.' menge and .
murder. > 'H'i!ﬂ

The crime went not unp;mxdtﬂd.
business, nor pleasure, nor flattery, muld dut'mxl'“ d ey
Caracally from the stings of a guilty conscience; =
and he confessed, in the anguish of o tortured
mind, that his disordered fancy often beheld the
ang'r}'furms of bis fnthﬂranﬂhuhﬂﬂl:’,fiﬁng

'mt.h',p.lll‘ Dind, Lh:-n.p.lm
* Giots was placed among the gods.  Sit dives, dum nan 5} wlres,
exiol in beoibigr: st Auget. po 9L Spme marks of Geta's foie
mﬁmmﬂlﬂm?wmu.

P4



216

THE DECLINE AND FALL

- cHaAP, into life, to threaten and upbraid him.” The
- consciousness of his crime should have induced

him ta convince mankind, by the virtues of his
reign, that the bloody deed had been the invo-
lntary effect of fatal necessity. But the repent-
ance of Caracalla only prompted him to remove
from the world whatever could remind him of
his guilt, or recal the memory of his murdered
brother. On his return from the senate to the
palace, he found his mother in the company of
feveral noble matrons, weeping over the untimely
fate of lier younger son, T he jealous emperor
threatened them with instant death; the sentence
was executed against Padilla, the last remaining
duughter of the emperor Marcus; and even the
afilicted Julia was obliged to silence her lament-
ations, to suppress her sighs, and to receive the
assassin with smiles of joy and approbation. It
of the friends of Geta, above twenty thousand
persons of both sexes suffered death. His guards
and freedmen, the ministers of lis serious busi- -
ness, and the companions of his looser. liours,
those who by his interest had been promoted to
any commands in the army or provinces, with the
long-connected chain of their dependents, were
included in the proscription; which endeavoured
to reach every one who had maintained the
smallest correspondence with Geta, who lament-
ed his death, or who even mentioned his name.*
*Din, 1 towri, pagor,
* Disn, L taavil, o 1290, Herodiam, 1. iv, p. 150, Dion (p. 1298)
BYh Mﬁt“ﬂﬂﬁh@thﬂmﬂw the game of Geta
in



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 217

Helvius Pertinax, son to the prince of that name, cHAP.
lost his life by an unseasonable witticism! 1t -
was a sufficient erime of Thrasea Priscus to be
descended from a family in which the love of
liberty scemed an. hereditary quality.® The
particular ¢auses of calumny and suspicion were.

at tnng&mhd and when a senator was
accused of being ammﬁrhtﬁ:guvemment
the emperor was satisfied with the
that he was a man of property and virtue.’
this well-grounded principle he frequently drew
the most bloody inferences.

The exceution of so many innocent ﬂﬁmlhﬂ of
was bewailed by the secret tears of their friends ™"~
and fumilies, The death of Papinian, the pra-
torian prefect, was lamented as a public cala-
mity. During the last seven years of Severus,
he had exercised the most important offices of
the state, and, by his salutary influence, guided
the emperor's steps in the paths of justice and
moderation. In full assurance of his virtues and
abilities, Severus, on his death-bed, ha
cd.ﬁhnmwntch over the prospe g y an m .

e

lnmirﬂuwﬁnlﬂ-md'hﬁnn-uhﬂnh
m-mmmw

‘tmuihhduundﬂ.mdmnﬂ conquered pations
Pertinax vbscrved, that fhe fiame of Geticer (he hid oltsined some
alvamtage of the Goths or Gets) would be a praper sddition ta Par
thicus, Alemannicus, &c.  Hist Aogust p 88 :

* Dion, L Lxvil, p. 1291 mnmmmnﬂ..
vidins H‘h'u-. aod Thrasen Pottu, those patricts, whose frm,
hn-h.wi unseasunable virtue, hos been (mportalised by Ta-
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CHAP. of the imperial family.” The honest labours of
‘ Papinian served only to inflame the hatred which
Caracalla lind already conceived against his fa-
ther's minister. After the murder of Getn, the
prefect was commanded to exert the powers of
his skill and eloguence in a studied apology for
that atrocions deed.  The philosophic Seneea
had condescended to compose a similar epistle to
the senate, in the name of the son and assassinof
Agrippina® “ That it was easier to commib
“ than tujmﬁl’yapurrmde." was the glorious
reply of Papinion,' who did not hesitate be-
tween the loss of life and that of honour, Such
intrepid virtue, which had escaped pure and
unsullied from the intrigues of courts, the habits
of business, and the arts of Lis profession, reflects
wore lustre on the memory of Papinian, than
- all his great employments, his numerous writings,

and the superior reputation as a lawyer, which

he has preserved through every age-of mw

man jurisprudence.’

Mertrrase It had hitherto been the pemlmfewd‘thc
el orer the Romans, and in the worst of times their con-
T “™ golation, that the virtue of the emperors was
active, and their vice indolent.  Angustus, Tra-
Hadrian, and Marcus, visited their exten-
ﬁmmn,m their progress was

marked by acts of wisdom and beneficence.

TR

"It inmald thet Papinidn wis w. *lm ﬂﬁﬂpﬂ- ]

Rt Anuak xiv, & Vet Augmse oSS
'm-ﬁﬁ:%nnﬁuﬂm Mitoria Juris Boe
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The tyranny of Tiberius, Nero, and Domitian, cuaw f

who resided almost constantly at Rome, or in hie: d

the adjucent villas, was canfined to the senntorial

and eqmmm MMW the

tal (and he never | urned 1o :I.} sbout & yofra. s 218

after the murder of Geta. The rest of his

zﬁ.u spent in the several provinces of
particularly those of the East, and

every provifice was, by turns, the scene of his

rapine and cruelty. The senators, compelled by

fear to attend his capricious motions, were
obliged to- provide daily
immense expence, which he wﬁﬁm—
tempt to his guards; and to evect, in every city,
magmificent palaces and theatres, which he either
lisdained to visit, or ordered to be immediately
thrown down. The most wealthy families were
ruined by partial fines and confiscations, and the
great body of his subjects oppressed by ingenious
and WM‘ An the midst of peace,
. he mjm

massaere. From a secure post EMW'II
Serapis, he viewed and directed the slaughter of
many thousand citizens, us well as strangers, with-
out distinguishing either the pumb?r or the crime
of the sufferers; &ince, as he EDD“I informed

* Tiherhus and Pomisinn m“mm W«
Home, 'ﬁm:uuhnhun_]m:mrr tnto Greece. . B Dwluturum
“ﬂ S quAY i ‘n_u_'l,l prgtinm Swwl :rmﬂmil
Jagproune™ ! Tude: Hiat, v, 75
_ ' Dion, 5 Exvif, 'P-l“
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g SRAR the senate, all the Alexandrians, those who had
wvensnnss PErished, and those who had escaped, were alike

guilty.! '

Bolamation  The wise instructions of Severus never made

of disci-
pline.

any lasting impression on the mind of his son,
who, although not destitute of imagination and
eloquence, was equally devoid of judgment and
humanity™  One dangerous maxim, worthy of
a tyrant, was remembered and abused by Cara.
calla, “ To secure the affections of the army,
* and to esteem the rest of his subjects as of
“qittle moment.™  But the liberality of the
father had been restrained by prodence, and his
indulgence to the troops was tempered by firm-
ness and authority. - The careless profusion of
the son was the policy of one reign, and the in-
evitable ruin both of the army and of the em-
pire. The vigour of the soldiers, instead of being
mwmwm of camps, melt-

increase of their pay and donatives,” exhausted

! Dioa, I txzvil,  $307. Herodian, b iv. p 358 The foamer
sejrresents it us 4 cruel massacre, the laiter as u perfidioos ane L.
Tt serms probuble, mmmmwmmu
mwmqum
F%impm ;

* THow (] I‘.ulr:iI pt!ﬁlnﬁmmmmm
gifte of Carscalls o the army mmmmuwwﬂﬂ'
Vioris of drachmae labout two millions thres b and ity thom-
i andithe .,

M’hi « bt scmve seenh 10 be, that the prtorian
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the state to enrich the military order, whose CRAP.

maodesty in peace, and service in war, are best
secured Ly an honeurable poverty. The de-
meanour of Caracally was haughty and full of
pride; but with the troops le forgot even the
solent familiority, and, neglecting the essential
duties of » general, affected to imitate the dress
and manners of a common soldier.

It was impossible that such a character, and Munder of
such conduct as that of Caracalla, could inspire,, . a7,
cither love oresteemy but as: long as his vices®" Mo

were beneficial Lo the armies, he was secure from
provoked by his own jealousy, was fatal to the
tyrant. The pratorian prefecture was divided
between two ministers. The military depart-
ment was intrusted to Adventus, an experienced
rather than an able soldier; and the civil affnirs
were transacted by Opilius Macrinus, who, by
his dexterity in business, had raised himself, with
a fair character, to that high office. But his
favour varied with the caprice of the emperor,
and his life might depend on the slightest sus-
picion, or the most casual circumstance. Malice
or fanaticism had suggested to an African, deeply

wuatds recoived twelve hundred and fifty drachme (fosty pounds =
year (Diom; 1 bexvil, p. 1307).  Under the reign of Augustu, they
were paid az the mte of two Grachmm, or desmril, per day, 780 a
year (Tacie Anmal |, 170  Domitian, who increated the soldiers
py ane fourth, soust have ralsed the prectoriuns 10 960 drachmer
(Gromoving. de Pagunil Veveri, L iii, o 8. Thee suceessive mug-

mmentutions vulsed the empire, fur, with the seidicrs pay, their sam-

bers oo wern incressed. Wi have seen the [wtoriand shims incrdgssd
fram 10,000 w 55,000 men.

L]
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cmaP. skilled in the knowledge of futurity, a very dan-
e gerous prediction, that Maecrinus and his son

b

were destined to reign over the empire. - The
report was =oon diffused through the provinces;
and when the man was sent in chains to Rome;
he still asserted, in the presence of the prefectof
the city, the faith of his prophecy. That ma-
gistrate, who had received the most pressing in-
gtructions to inform himself of the swccessors of
Caracalla, immediately communicated the exa-
mination' of the African to the imperial court,
which at that time resided in Syria.  But, not=
withstanding the diligence of the public messen-
gers, afriend of Macrinus found means to appeise
him of the approaching dnnger. The emperor
received the letters from Rome ; and as he woe
thumgnged in the ‘conduct of n chariot rﬂsq*'

rend his fate, and resnlved w prwcnt"it: 1’He y
inflamed the discontents of some inferior nﬂicer;f"'
and employed the hand of Martialis, a desporat®
sollier, who hind beent refused the rank of cen- -
turion.  The devotion of Caracalla prompted”
him to make a pilgrimage from Edessa to the
celebrated temple of the moon at Carrha.  He
was attended by a Lody of ﬂrdq' hut having
m:@cdnnthemudfnrm ¢ neeuhn
his guards preserved a dista INE

of duty, stabl himw:thn&nggﬂ- “The bold
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assassin was instantly killed by a Scythian archer caae.

of the imperial guard.  Such wastheendof a_ "
monster whumhﬁ!&hgnﬂdhmmnmlnd

ed thenﬂh.ﬁnprmmnm their own :hgml:y and

that of religion, by granting him a place amang

the gods. Whilst he was upon  eairth, AleXafi-fmitstion

der the Great was the only hero whom this gﬂl&m

deemed worthy his admiration. He assumed the

nate and ensigns of Alexander, formed a Hnm—

donian phalanx of guards, persecuted the disci-

ples of Aristotle, and displayed with. rm-

enthusiasm the only sentiment by which he dis-

covered any regard for wirtue or glory. We can

ensily conceive, that after the battle of Narva,

and the conquest of Paland, Charles the Twelfth

{though he still wanted the more elegant accom-

plishments of the son of Philip) might honst of

having rivalled his valour and magnanimity ; but

in no one action of his hife € .

the faintest resemblance of mmﬂm
except in the murder of a great number of bis

own and of his father's friends.’

After the extinetion of the house of Severus, Blectio
the Roman Wm;lti-mwd three days without a%e "o
g o= ez ione-

* Doy & fuvilis pe 1312 mtw,“;;' e SR
tmm of Caraealla mmmﬁmwm
dera hﬂp—-ﬂm:m medals of thit Frrpetor. Sae Spanbeim,
de Upe Numisnatin, Disertit. wil.  Heradli (L9071 had

seen very Hiljeling pletures, in which & figire was drFm, wilh e
side of the fsce [lke Alcxander, and the other Lie Caracalls.
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cuar, master. The choice of the army (for the autho-
rity of a distant and feeble senate was little re-
garded) hung in anxious suspense; ns Do can-
didate presented himself whose distinguished
birth and merit could engage their attachment,
and unite their suffrages. The decisive weight
of the prietorian guards elevated the hopes of
their prefects, and these powerful ministers bi-
gan to assert their degal claim to fill the vacancy
of the imperial throne. Adventus, however, the
senior prefect, conscious of his age and infirmi-
ties, of his small reputation, and his smaller
abilities, resigned the dangerous honour to the
crafty ambition of his colleague Macrinus, whose
well dissembled grief removed all suspicien of his
being accessary to hissmaster’s death.” The
Lroaps neither loved nor esteemed his character.
They cast their eyes around in search of a com-
petitor, and at last yielded with reluctance to his
promises of unbounded liberality and indulgence.
gy A short time after his accession, he conferred on
his son Diadumenianus, at the age of only ten
years, the imperial title and the popular nameof
Antoninus,  The beautiful figure of the youtb,
assisted by an additional donative, for which the
ceremony furnished a pretext, might attract, it
- was hoped,” the favour of the army, and secure
the doubtful throne of Macrinus.
frwl The authority of the new sovereign had been
ratificd by the chieerful subimission of the senate

wmmmmmmnM'

"!{wdlm LIr. poLED. Hist, Augmst. p 84

B R T T
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deliverance from o hiated tyrant, and it scemed u%w
of little consequenee to examine into the virtues
ol tlwamMMmu the

their origin ;. and the equestrian ordir was still
in possession of that great office, which commund-
ed with arhitrary sway the lives and fortunes of
the senate. A murmur of indignation was lredrd,
that o man whose obscure’ extraction had never
been illustrated by any signal service, should dare
to invest himself with the purple, instead of be-
i~ (i ‘.'?im'

e ily 3 1340, Fiagubaine rappéachnl hig g
war, W n to st himsell oo O to + thotigh, s pertoe
rlan refect, e sould o’ fve been sdmitied into the senate after
Lhe voire of - he coyesby

l’llulI;.liu- anied Sejan

fashio x| hunhmdrmdqlun of g ailversry, seems
“hﬂhﬂ'ﬁﬁmﬁt time of the Greek orston, te the Inr-d_
gramimuciai of (he Tt age.

VOL. I Q
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cHAP. ntﬁtﬁnﬂdtgnltrmmesphndmu{thehv

and the
Ermy.

i, Derinl station. As soon as the character of Ma-

erinus was surveyed by the sharp eye of discon-

tent, someé vices, and many defects, were casily
discovered. 'The choice of his ministers was in

many instances justly censured, and the dissatis-

fred people, with their usual candour, accused &b
anee his indolent tameness and his mwﬂ--
verity.®

His rash ambition had climbed l:eaghtwhm

it was difficult to stand with firmness, and im-

pme to fall without instant destruction. Train

ed in the arts of courts and the forms of civil bu-

siness, he trembled in the presence of the fieree

and undisciplined multitude over whom he had

assumed the command ; his military talents were

ﬁg:hed. and his personal courage suspected; @

whisper that circulated in the camp, disclosed the
¥ ugm of the ‘conspiracy against the late
, aggravated the guilt of murder by the

" baseficss’ of hypoerisy, and heightened contempt

by detestation. To alienate the soldiers, and 0

provoke inevitable ruin, the character of a re-

former was only wanting'; mtmlimthefpe-

qun*h-mmp of his fate, that Macrinus was

1 Eiminc ﬂut invidious office- The
‘had left bebind it a long
train of ruin uﬁm;m H‘ﬂntwmtllhl

» AT

-mmumlmummn'm;mﬂm-ﬂh
Asgusian histary, sems 1o bave uﬂu-nri-
vennl writurs, employed by Blagabulus, to biacken the wemory o
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tyrant had been capable of reflecting on the sure
consequences of his own conduct, he would per-
haps have enjoyed the dark prospect'of the dis-
mﬂmd.nﬂlﬁiﬁmwmbﬂwmhk
SUCCESSOTS. i
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In the management of this necessary reforma. Macrtas

tion, Maetinus procecded with a cautious. pru- refrma.

-umpu-

dence, which would have restored health md““““’“

vigour to the Roman army, in uﬂﬂwm
tm;mmepuhie manner. To the soldiers alveady
engaged in the service, he was constrained to
leave the, dangupme. fuisileges snd extraragunt
pay given by Caracalla; but the new regruits
were received on the more moderate, though
fiberal, establishment of Severus, and gradually
formed to modesty and obedience* One fatal
error destroyed the salutary effects of this judi-
cious plan. The numerous army, assembled in
the east by the lale emperor, instead of being
immediately dispersed by Macrinus through the
several provinces, was suffered to remain united
in Syria, during the winter lhﬁfullpuéhh cle-
vation. In the luxurious idleness of their quar-
ters, the troops viewed their :tmagtb.lﬂ -
bers, communicated their complaints, and re.
volved in their minds the advantages of another

revolution. The veterans, instead of heing flatter-
ed by the advantageous distinction, Wﬂw
h]' the first steps of the M

= Diom, ) brxaiil, p. 1334, ".l'hun-mnui‘ :hmﬂrrhﬂehwu

thir intention af the emperon | bot A Wottan bas mistaken buih, by

undorsianiding the distinsting, Aot of veterans and recralis, but ofald

wpd vew legions.  istory of Romwe, P 380, ' L l"u'*
q2 v
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fH M' considered as the presage of his future intentions,
The recruits, with sullen reluctance, entered on
a service, whose labours were increased, while its
rewarids were diminished by a covetous and un-
warlike sovereign.  The murmurs of the army
swelleds with impunity into seditious clumours ;
and the partial mutinies betrayed a spirit of dis-
content and disaffection, that waited only for the
slightest occasion to break out on every side;
into a general rebellion. To minds thus disposed,
the occasion soon presented itself. .
E‘:'L::‘ T'he empress Julin had experienced all the sis
press Julis. cissitudes of fortupe.  From an humble station
m:“'“"shr- had been raised to greatness, only to taste
woos a0 the superior bitterness of an exalted rank. She
Kugle  WHS doomed to weep over the death of one of her
l,*.__ﬁnns, and over the life of the other, The cruel
simmu ad fate of Caracalla, though her good sense must,
have long tanght her to expeet it, awakened the
fielings of a mother and of an empress. Not-
withstanding the respectful civility expressed by -
the usurper towards the widow of Severus, she
descended with a. painful struggle into the con-
dition of a sulyect, and soon withdrew hersell, by
a voluntary death, from the anxious and hum:lml:-
ing dependence” Julin Miesa, her sister, was
mﬁrﬂ to leave the court md Antioch. She.
retired to Emesa wi& an immehﬂu Iurtnne. the
fruit of twenty years favour, ace ied by hﬁ'

I:Wudmg'lnm Sommins and !iﬁnmmh

llnrm }:ﬂ& ﬂ%w:m mu:lr’
:mmpnﬁ#mmmm

=y
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whom was a widow, and each had an only son. cHAP.
Bassianus, for that wus the name of the son I:I!'“
Soxmias, was mt&dtﬂ the honourable mi-
nistry of bigh pdﬂt the sun ; and r.E'tl holy
ﬁ-mnjwm GF su-
to raise the Syrian youth
ire of Rome, A numerous body of
trogps was stationed at Emesa; and, as the se-
vere discipline of Macrinus had constrained them
to pass the winter encampedl, they were eager to
revenge the cruelty ui‘ such unaecustomed bard-
ships.  The soldier ﬁnmﬁm{htu
the temple of ﬂm sun, beh veneration
and delight the elegant dress and figure of the
young poutiff; they récognised, or they thought
that they recognised, the features of Caracalla,
whose memory they now adored. The artful
Miesa saw and cherished their rising partiality,
and readily gacrificing her daughter's reputation
to the fortunc of her grn.ndmn, !ihE insinuated that
Bassianus was the”ﬂllllrll son of their murdered
sovere The sums w by b m
ﬂhﬁl"th a lavish hand, silenced ex tion,
and the profusion sufficiently proved the ; '
or at least e resemblance, of Bassianus with the
great original. The young Antoninus (for he, | 4
lind nmmtduﬁﬂmﬂ:ﬂ that respéctable mme}nuy 1e.
wis declared emperor the troops of K
asserted his hereditary rig Ifl'fr' called aloud on
the armies to follow the of a young and
liberal prince, who had taken up arms to revenge
Q3
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Irh father's death and the oppression of the mi-
VL Yitary onder”

Defvt and - Whilst conspiracy of women and eunuchswas

deaily af
Macrinun,

wﬂh

songerted with prudence, and conducted with
rapid vigour, Macrinus, who, by a decisive mo-
tion, might have crushed his infant enemy,
floated hetween the opposite extremes of terrof
and security, which alike fixed him inactive at
Antioch. A spirit of rebellion diffused itsull
through all the camps and Wol‘%
EOCOeSSIVE detachments murderad tHeir
and Jﬂlnﬁl the party of the rebels; and the _
sestitution of military pay and privileges was im-
puted to the acknowledged weakness of NMacti
nuk. At length he marched out of Antmt-h.
Amect the increasing and zealous army ol the
pretendir.  His own troops seemed 1
the field with faintness and reluctance; bk,

T LT g

* Aceordifiz to Lampelifi (Hist. Augrot, pi 185, m!ﬂu

werus Ured twentvonine rears, three monthe, and seven days. Antm -

“wraa killed March 19, ﬂﬁ.hmmﬂmhn.lﬁ.nl
comseruently sboul this thme thinegn pele old, o= hls clder
mibght be mbout seventecn, mmmﬂm#
shu H’ﬁ-wmmﬁaﬁm v 180
i, & three years i whilit, by an oppeie
error %mq‘mmﬂ

s runl duration.  Por the particatars of —-lhm"‘
Dion, L lexili, p 1330, MLI..P]H

% Hy o most depgersus proclamation !
mm-nm:;mmmqmﬁmﬁﬂiihﬁ '
rﬁ*m-ﬂm-mw -5

* Ihom, L lexviil, p 1385 Herodion, L v, p. 186, mﬂﬂ
wan fought neir the village of Tmme, gbout twosandetwenty miley
f:l:auﬂn'tmrh
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superiority of their yalour and discipline. The cHar.
rebel ranks were broken; when motherand

grandmother of the Syrian prince, who, ccord-
i by exciting the compassion of the
deayoured to animate their drooping
courage. Antoninus himself, who, in the rest of
crisis of his fate approved himself a hero, mounted
his harse, and, at the head of his rallied troops,
charged Mﬁrﬂdmtﬁﬂ thickest of the
cnemy; whilst the eunuch Gannys, whose occu-
soft luxury of Asia, displayed the talents of an
able and experienced general. The battle stilt
raged with doubtful vielence, and Macrinus
might have obtained the victory, had he not be-
trayed his own cause by a shameful and precipi-
tate flight. Flis cowardice served only to pro-
tract his life a few days, and to stamp deserved
ignominy on his misfortunes. 1t is scarcely ne-
cessury to add, that his son Disdumenianus was
involved in the same fate. As soan as the stubs-
born praterians could be cotvineed  that they
fought for a prince who had basely deserted them,
they surrendered to the conquerory the contend-
ing parties of the Roman army, niingling tears of
joy and tenderness, united under the banners of
the imagined son of Caracalla, and the East ac-
knowlidged with pleasure the fiest emperoy of
Asiatic extraction.

a4
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cuaPr.  The letters of Macrinus had eondescended te
“:__ inform the senate of the slight disturbance occas
Etagabalus Sioned by an impostor in Syria, and a decree im-

wrriles o

the senate, Medintely passed, declaring the rebel and his fa-
mily public enemies; with a promise of pardon,
however, to such of his deluded adherents as
should merit it by an immediate return to their
duty. During the twenty days that elapsed from
the declaration to the victory of Antoninss (for
in so short an interval was the fate of the Roman,
world decided), the capital and the provinces,
more especially those of the East, were distracted.
with hopes and fears, agitated with tumult, sad
staingd with auseless effusion of civil blood, singe
whosoever of the rivals prevailed in' Syrin, must.
reign over the empire.  The specious letters in
which the young conqueror announced his victogy:
to the obedient senate, were filled with profes-
- sions of virtue and moderation ;. the shining ex--

: reus and. Augustus, be shoulil ever
isider as the great rule of his administration;
and he affected to dwell with pride on the strik-
ing resemblance of his own age and fortanes with,
those of Augustus, who in the earliest youth had
revenged by a successful war the murder of his
fntbm By adopting the style of Marcus Aure-

. lius Antoninus, son of Antoninus, and grandson

of Severus, he tacitly asserted his hereditary claim.
to the empire ; but, by assuming the tribunitian
and proconsular powers before they had been
conferred on him by a decree of the senate, he
new and injudicious violation of the constitution.
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was probably dictated cither by the ignorunce of enap.
his Syrian courtiers, orthlﬁm‘.‘{s disdmu of his__
military fﬂliﬂm' A M L) .

As the ;:. m mg:ns ﬂ."Ei‘,.';,m, g

to [taly, passed 'H’tumu:dm his first wmt&raﬂﬂr
hhwiulug anddﬁfq:m:lisll mung summer

his triwmplial ent .
picture, however, w Im h |lt"{':‘t’dml Ius nn’i =
was placed by his ilmediate order over the altar

of victory in the senate-house, conveyed to the
Romans the huinuwthywﬂﬁm
person and hj:;mﬂ. He was deawn in his sa- hF
cendotal robes of silk and gold, after the lmuu
flowing fashion of the Medes nnd Phummau;,
This head was covered with o lofty tiara, his nu-
merous collars and bracelets were adorned with
gems of an inestimable value. His eyvebrows
were thgui with black, and his cliecks painted
with an ﬂui mid 'Iute.‘ The gmve
senutors at, after having
lﬂm&pﬂlﬁ:cﬁd the mm. mny of their own
m&@m, Rome was at l,m_gth iy
thffdﬁlminum lusury of orients
putu-m A
The sun was qronb.iﬁm! at Emesa, under ﬂmﬂ;ﬁm
nm-af Etngnbll'd& lnd mulr:r the form of a
e
i‘%*m Fp‘.llﬁ- Hmmmu:p.m oy f
“hm'ﬁ derived by the learmed 'from twe Eptfw.' wonds,
Fla, ajpndy and Gabel, v fore, the formiug, of phaatic god, & pro-
Hrplbﬂ-lﬂnmqiuﬂﬁ:ﬂu il hnmnﬂ.lm;{
Batce, 1, 378,
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e aP. black eanical stone, which, as it was universally
VL helioved, had fallen from heaven on that sacred

A

place. To this protecting deity, Antoninus, not
‘without some reason, ascribed his clevation to
the throne. The display of superstitions grati-
tude, was the only serious business of his reigm.
“I'he triumph of the god of Emesa over all the
rélisions of the earth, was the great object of his
geal and vanityy and the appellation of Elagaba-
lus (for he presumed as mﬂzﬂ favourite to
adopt that sacred name) arer to liim thanall
the titles of imperinl greatness. [n a solems pros
cession through the strects of Rome, the way was
strewed with gold dust; the black stoney set in
precions gems, was placed on a chariot drawn by
six milk-white horses richly caparisoned.. The
pious emperor held the reins, and, su

his ‘ministers, moved slowly backwanls, w

night y enjoy the felicity of the divine
% a magnificent temple raised on the
“Palitine mount, the sacrifices of the god-Elaga-

balus were eelebrated with every cincumstnnees:
cost and solemnity. The richest Wines, the mast
extraondinary vietims, and the rarest aromatics,
were profusely consumed on his altar, Around
tlie altar a chorus of Syrian damsels performed
ir Inseivious dances to the sound of barbarian.
i, whit the gravet personngesof b e
“and army, clothed in long Pheenician tunics, o
ficiated in the meanest functions with affected

. sy S . A i
" Tgrodtias, I v, v 190 -

}

Ll

E
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To this temple, as to the ¢ommon centre of CHAR

religibus worship, the imperial fanatic attempted
t gemove the ancila the palldivt ani

crowd of mmmhm
tions the majesty of the god of Emesa: but his

court was still imperfect, till a female of distin-
chosen for hig consort; but as it
wasdreaded lestherwarlike terrors mightaﬂig'&

temple 45 a marriage portion, was transported
with solemn pomp from Carthage to Rome, and
the day of these mystic nuptials was a general

festival in the capital and throughout the em-
L

VL

.|~'1: rational voluptuary adheres with invariable i profi-

yespect to the temperate dictates of nature, and i

:
tercourse, endearing mmmw
colouring of taste and the imnqiuﬂlﬂh‘mm_
gubalus (¥ speak of ‘the emperor of that name),

I hrokn ints ¥ Nenetasry of Verta, and curried away & matos,

wihich fe snppesed 1o be the piladion hﬂiﬂﬂ!w
y-ﬂmmm;hmwnm_ s 0f the
fane Intruder.  Hist. Augut- s 108 s o i AT

‘B g¥on, 1 ads, po 1360 Herodinn, Ly, o 0L The ibjects
of the enipire were obliged to make libern) prescnts to the mew-
ymirtied cowple @nd whatever they e promieed during the [l of
Elagabalus, was carefully exacied under the administration of M-

ML
"



936 "aHE DECLINE AND ViLni

cuar. corrupted by his youth, his country, and his for-
g tune, abandoned hinself to the grossest pleasures
T with ungoverned fury, and soon foumd disgust
and satiety in the midst of his enjoyments. Fhe
inflammatory powers of art were summoned ‘to
his pid: the confused multitude of women; of
wines, and of dishes, and the studied variety of
attitudes and sauces, served to revive s languid
appetites.  New tprms and new inventions in’
these sciences, the only anes cultivated nnd pa-
tronised by the monarch,' signalized his uin
and transmitted his infamy to succeeding :
A capricious prodigality supplied the \ﬂn‘l ﬂ' '
taste and elegance; and whilst LIngnlmlm l#-
vished away the treasures of his people in the
wildest extravagance, his own voice and that of
his flutterers applauded a spirit and mag‘nw )
unknown to the tameness of his predecessars.
To confound the order of seasons nnd oliates)
+  the passions and prejudices of Bis
and to subvert every law of nwllﬂ
decency, were in the number of his most deli-
cious amusements. A long’ m*urmuinuﬂi“
and a rapid succession of wives, among wham
wm_avm:l virgin, ravished by force from her

gim.g-w Iihmll;mu}m!i 5

in wmumum-;mm '
lmh!hnlﬂwrnmhn&mmmunhwm

dint, Anguse p. 111, it
* He never would eat seu-fish, cxcept dta mmﬂ‘
#mng he then would Mmmiwhmﬁ

a1 an immense 10 the patssnts of the fnland

by gl
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sacred asylam,’ were umm; to satisly the cuam.
impotence of his passions. The master of the ‘f‘_ﬂ_
Roman world, lw o m—ﬁwﬁm and

LTS ul'thn fiesy p{

er I.,*: 2 n of wham was. publu::b'
__,..' s the title and authority of the em-
peror’s, or as he more properly styled himself,

of the empress's hushand.™ T
It may seem l_;rul.mhlc the vices and follies u{::mﬂp.

Elagabalus ha ogail, by fancy, s e
selves to the pi ' .
anun_ penpln. and attested by grme unt[tnn-

t rary historians, their mexpressible infamy
curpasses r.Imt of any other age or country., The
licence of an eastern monarch is secluded from
the eye of curiosity by the inaccessible walls of

his: umg:hgh._ 'Ilhemuments of honour and gal-

'mm, I.]nh&-ﬂm ‘Herdiagg 1w, po 100,

» HhrurhtﬂWMW: bt be wouhd have bom sop-
planted |iy one Zotheus, hosd'he not eantriverd, by & pojisn, to enp-
vuie il powers of Ll rleal, o th,;ful:nﬂ. oy trial, u:m]u;n’hh =

reputation, was driven with mmmm .,
1 196k A denoer wis o 0 ch "
mtﬁr “waich, a um%& ‘_ tijone. Thi
thrae mbnbslitrs) with mmny Tnlecor afiodes, %qﬂ :
enprmifte mombrorma. - Hic Aujust, po 105
'Ihﬂﬂi’ﬂﬂn‘m}pﬂﬂ ol his fife, in the hl.wuﬁin lils=
tory (p. 1115 1% ioelined 1o suvpert thur his vices may have been

eraggerated.,
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cHAP. every vice that could be collected from. the
Vi mighty conflux of nations and manners. Secure

B o
of impunity, careless of censure, they lived with-

out restraint in the paticnt and humble society of

their slaves and parasites.  The emperor, in his

turn, viewing every rank of his subjects with the
cantroul hissovereign privilege of ust and luxury.

Diseon- The most worthless of mankind are not afraid
o0 o condemn ip others the same disorders which
eover some nice difference of age, character or
station, to justi(y the partial distinction. YThe fi-
centious soldiers, who had raised to the throne

the dissolute son of Caracalla, blushed. at their
ignominious choice, and turned with disgust from

that mounster, to contemplate with pleasure the

of Mamiea. The crafty Miesa, sensible that her
grandson Elagahalus mustinevitably destroy bim-
self by his own vices, had provided another and

surer support of her family. Embracing o fa-
vourable moment of fondness and devotion, she

had persuaded the young emperor to adopt Alex-
Alexnder anders and to invest him with the title of Cgsan,
dectarnd « that his own divine occupations might be na
Loy, longer interrupted by the care of the eagth. 1o
the second rank that amiable prince soon el
the affections of the public, and exmtcirtﬂ"

rant’s jealousy, who resolved to termi the
dangerous competition; either by corrupting #%

mgnners, or by taking away the life, of his Ave
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His arts proved unsuccessful ; his vain designs oy
were constantly discovered by his own lojuacious "

folly, and du-mw by S i

The message was received in the senate .
silence, and in the eatop with fury. The pra:to-

rian guards swore to protect Alexander, and to
revenge the dishonoured majesty of the throne.

The tears and promises of the trembling Elaga-
balus, who only begged them to spare his life, ’
and to leave him in the possession of his. beloved
Hicrocles, diverted their just mlilgnntlnn and

they contented themselves with empowering theig
prefects to watch over the s.afetg of Alexander,

and the conduct of the emperor.”

It was impossible that such a reconciliation Sedition of
should last, or that even-thie mcan soub of Elaga- o merice
balus conld hold an empire on inﬁ ; h::l"
terms of dependence. He soon wm
dnngerous experiment, to try the temper of the
spldiers. 'l'llerqmnufﬂle death of Alexander,
and the natural suspicien that he had been mur-
dered, inflamed their passions into fury, and |
tem;mtdti:e mmpculd.ﬂnl;r Iu-ppd%

ur:ilf;h

L ad fe B2y

‘m L h.ﬂ,t, 1865 'Ilm.nd.:rl L v, e 1D5-30L lli-ﬁ
August- po 105 The last of the thiee historians sesms to kuve fols
fmwad the best anthors in his ecotont of the cevolutlen.



S
ﬂ“g_!' Wm m:l.hnrtt‘_fnf' the populir youtl
Mﬂkﬂd at this pew instance of their affection’
B for lis eousin, and their contempt for his person,
the emperor ventured to punish sum: of ‘the
jeaders of the mutiny. His unsensonable severity
proved instantly fatal to his minians, his mother,
and bimself,. Elagubalus was massacred by the i
dignant pratoriuns, his mutilated corpse d
tIerngh. the streets of the. mt]"-lntlt*tll!mw

'i

uth.-eor

ﬂrrde hus been rﬂtth] by posterity.” y -
Accewicn = I the room of Elagabalus, his cousin Alexan-
er Seve- der was raised to the throne by the. prntorise
¥ guards His relation to the family of

avhose name he ussumed, was the same as

i predecessor ; his virtue and his mgmﬁf
¥ "I""-- E o E LT ; ~Fe ‘I‘.. ll-.ﬁ"

"nu- - .u' 1he denth of Flagnbialus, '

Aln:lﬂ.n.i}.\ﬂ' lias mph_‘u-w] the I'mIIIF
e, ‘Valsserhi, ﬂ;mn, mm‘ﬁ’ m
ol iy Ui § anil. ek i
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imperial dignity.®  Bat ns' Alexander was & oﬂ!@
motlest and dutiful youth; of only seveénteen years
of age, the reinsof government'werein' the hands
of two wothen, of -his mother Mithady and of :
Meesa, his grandmothict.  After the teath of the
latter, whosurvived but a short timé the elevatioti
of Alexandery Mamaxa remained the fole regent
of her son and of the émpire. -
i Inevery age and country, Eﬂ!mmrﬂm &
the stronger, of the two sexes, has usurped’ thepames.
powers of the state, and confined the other to
the cares and plesisures of domestic life. In He-
reditary monarchics, however, and especially in
those of modern Europe, the ghllant spirit of
chivalry, and the law of succession, have accus-
tomed us to allow a singular éxceptioni and 2
woman is often acknowledged the absolute sove-
reign of a great Kingdomd, in which she would be
deemed incapable of exercising the smallest em-
ployment, civil or military. But as the Roman
emperors were still considered as the geverals and
magistrates of the repablic; their wives and mo-
thers, although distinguished by the name of Aw
gusta, were never associated to their personal ho-
nours; and a female reign would have appeared
an inexpiable prodigy in the eyes of those primi
tive Romans, who married without fove, or loved
without delicacy and respect” The haughty

4 Hist: Acgost. p 114, I[Nlnﬂp.ﬂ;ll‘l:lﬂ"&l-ﬂ
muudhnimhnpuutpmmd:mwmmmmu
all the atmies

* Metellioy Numidicus, the censor, ecknowledged to the &m
people, ina poblic oration, Mmtlmmwmm

¥YoL L ]
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rippins , indeed, to share the honours
of the empirc, which she had conferred on her
son; but her mad ambition, detested by every

'nhmnwhufelt for the dignity of Rome, was

by the artful firmness of Seneca and
Burrhus.' - The good sense, or the indifference,
of succeeding princes, restrained them from ol
fending the prejudices of their subjects ; and it
was reserved for the profligate Elagabalus, to
discharge the scts of the. senate, with the name
of his mother Sommias, who was placed by the
sile of the consuls, and subscribed, as  regulas
member, the decrees of the legislative assembly:
Her more prudent sister, Mamea, declined the
useless and odious prerogative, and a solemn law
was enacted, excluding women for ever from the
senate; and devoting to the infernal gods, the
heéad of the wretch by whom this sanction should
beviolated! The sabstance, not the W
of power was the object of Mameea's munly am<
bition. ~ She muintained an absalute and lasting
empire over the mind of her son, and johis o
fection the mother could not brook a rival
Alexander, with her consent, married the daughter
sistent with the tenderness or interest of Mamai.
The patrician was executed on the ready actu=

fisoliskime companion ; and be could refomiend” mutrinsmy ooty
-u--nﬂm -rptuu mu poblic duty. Anihaa Gellis,
e

» Tarit; Annal, 2iiy & & Fist, Auguet po 108, WT
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sation of treason, and thewifeof Alexander driven citap-
with ignominy from the palace; and banished into | _~

Africa Hurm&'r# Colibinmi S oo Sk b¥ed |

administration was eqmllrfur ‘the benefit of her
son and of the empire. With the approbation of
the senate, she chose sixteen of the wisest amd
most virtuous senatars, as a perpetual council of
stute, before whom every public business of mo-
ment was debated and determined.  The cele-
brated Ulpian,equally distinguished by his know-
ledge of, and hiz respect for, the laws of Rome,
was at their head ; and the prudent firmness of
this aristocracy restored order and sutherity to
the government. As soon as they had purged
the city from foreign superstition and luxury, the
remains of the eapricivus tyranny of Elagabalus,
they applied themselves to remove his worthless
creatures from every department of public admi-
nistration, and to supply their places with men
of virtue and ability. Learning, and the love of

the only recommendations for
dvﬂnm.-n’hhur andthelmeuhhmplmg,

N «W il

tm.u.i.m;.'-lﬂ- Hmﬂln.:l.ti.r-!ﬂi Hist. Aus
.;u.ui.p..l..‘l.l.. Hundi.q.u l-l-i'nw-
mﬂ.mwmmdm ll.hhpw-
mumm‘nﬂl—.;MhHWl
m*mmmcmdmmmm
empres, whoss hand (ule Alesander lunented, but dust nst ops

e
B2
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OFAP, Wmm i«- mhm cinploy-
sy TSR ] vt 1
Kdueation " But the most important care of Mnmnlﬂ
h!“lfill: coumacllors, was to form the charaeterof
:,_""'"‘ the yonng emperor, on whose personnl gualities.
the happiness or misery of the Roman workd must
ultimiiely depend. The fortunate soil assisted,

and, even prevented, the bl of cultivation.

An ﬂullealutuimmhﬁ woon convineed Aless
ander of the advantages of virtue,. the pleas

sure of knowledge, and the necessity of labours

A patural miliness and moderation of tempen
preserved him from theassanltsof passion andthe:

« allurements of vice. His unalterable regued for!

his mother, and his esteem for the wise Ulpiany
guarded Hﬂulﬂpﬂ’iﬂﬂedmlh fmmilltm

Joncoul of MW of his ordinary nmm
neey e, exhibits . pleasing picture of an accomplished:
emprenon and witly some allowance for the difé:
feresice of manners, might well deserve theimis
tation of moders princes.  Alexander rose earlys:
the first moroents of the day were consecrated to.
private devotion, and his.domestic chapel. was:
filled with the images of those heroes, whe, by
un;rbrmg or nfurmhxg ]mnim hfe Lad deserved

'_'* t’—..' 'Inl"- o 1 [1"1‘11
‘Hﬂﬂl-hl-ﬂ-lr.“r mmpm Thre Jatser
sintiates, that when any Liw as to be paused, the eounell
Hlnmhﬂuﬂ:hnmuﬂmmmmt-lﬂﬂ-
mmﬂﬂrglrﬂuahdhhmmh.ﬂﬂ—-— o,
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the grateful reverence of posterity, But, as he ﬁr
deemed the service of mankind the most aocept

able worship MW&&E

where he discussed pablic affairs, and determisied

above-his-yeurs. - The dryness of busicss wus

tion of time wus nlways set apart f

studies of poetry, history, and philocophy. Tht

works of Virgil and ‘Horace, thy: republics: of
ceru, fi s taste, enlarged his

Pluto and Cicero, forined Lis

of man and government.  The exercises of ths
body suceeeded to those of the mind; and Alex-
andér, who was tall, wetive, and robiusty sur
passed most of his equals in the gymnastio arts
Refreshed by the use of the hath snda slight din-
ner, he resumed, with new vigour, the business
of the'day; and, tll the bour of supper, the
principal meal of the Romans, le was attended
ewared the multitude of letters, memorinls, an

petitions, that must huve been sddressedt 0 the
master of the greatest part of the world, His
table was served with the most frugal simplicity;
and whenover hewas ot liberty tb vonsult his
swiy inclination, the company’ consisted of o few
whom Ulpian was constanthy invited, - Their
conversation was familiar and instructive; and the
pauses were occasionally entivened by the recital
of =ome plensing composition, which supplied the

a3
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happiness
of the Ro-
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place of the dancers, comedians, and even gla-
VL diators, so frequently summoned to the tables of
the rich and luxurious Romans® The dress+of
Alexander was plain and modest, his demeanour
courteous and affable : at the proper hours his
palace was ppen to all his subjects, but the voice of
a crier was heard, as in the Eleusinian mysteries,
pronouncing the same salutary admonition; “ Let
“ none enter those holy walls, unless be is con-
* scious of a pure and innocent mind.”*

Mwuﬁﬁm tenour of life, which left not
o moment for vice or folly, is a better proofef

men world, the wisdom and justice of Alexinder's gover-

m

* ment, than all the trifling details preserved in
the compilation of Lampridins. = Sinee the ae
cession of Commodus, the Roman world: had ex-
perienced, during a term of forty years, the
successive and  various - vices  of four tyrants.
From the death of Elagabulus, it enjoyed an
meﬂm of thirteen years, The pro-
vinces, relieved from the oppressive taxes in-
vented by Caracalla and his pretended son, flou-
rished in peace and prosperity, under the admi-
nistration of magistrates, who were convinced by
experience, that to deserve the love of the sub-
Jects, was their best and only method of obtain-
ing the fivour of their sovereign.  While some
gentle restraints were imposed on the innocent

luxury of the Roman people, the prbliﬂ]ﬂ"
yisions, and the mterm oﬂmwm
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liberality,wi
Phﬂdﬁemlﬂw&mw

the Aletander
l.ij' m_nl\uu the

The name. of Antoninus,
tues of Piusand Marcus, %
cated by adoeption to the dissolute Verus,

descent to the cn.m.l {.ommm,lus. lt ecame the

mmmﬁmy@ ,‘p@

of Emesa. Alexander, though pressed by the
studiei, and perbaps sincere importunity of the

senate, nobly refused the borrowed lustre, of a

name; whilst in his whole conduct he laboured * -
to restore the glories and felicity ‘of the age of

the genuine Antonines.”

In the civil administration of Alexander, Wis- He -

dom was mym and the. e o0
. sensihle of the public felicity, repaid ti
factor with their love nmlgutdl#. ;
remdined -a_greater, 4 more necessary, butl.
more difficult enterprisc ; the reformation of the
military order, whme intcrest and- temper, con-

o il e Ll

‘hmmmhu\wﬂ- ‘t?—‘hﬁ!ﬂ#w
Aleocsnder and thi senatg, of that dsses-
bly. 3t hisppened sn the sbxth of the yoir §23,

wher fhe Homans had enjoyod, almost o rwelvesnuih, the blessings
af Antoninis was ailered him ae

to aee whether Alexander wold

of hig reign.  Dlefore thy nppellation o
atitho of Beninir, the senate walied
not msssme it as 3 (amily pame.

R4
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CHAP. firmed by Jong impunity, rendered thewy duipas .

tient of the restroints of discipline, and cireless -

e 'nf',thgi:iwings of public tranquillity. . In the

execution of his design the emperor affected o
display his love, and to concenl his fear, of the.
army, The most rigid ecopomy i exery other
Lranch of the administeation, supplied a fund of -
gold and silver for the ordinary pay and the ex-
traordinary rewards of the troops. In  theis
marches he relaxed the severe obligation of ear-
rying seventeen days provision an their shoulders,
Ample magazines were formed along the publies
roads, and as soon as they entered the enemy's.
country, @ numerous train of mules and camels
waited on their baughty laziness, As Alexander
despaired of correcting the luxury of his soldiersy .
be attempted at lcast to. direct it to objects of
martial pomp and ermament, fine horses, splens
did armour, and shiglds curiched with silver and. -
gaﬂ.ﬂgm whatever fatigues he was
obliged to impose, visited in person the sick and.
wouynded, preserved an exact register ‘of. theit
services and his own gratitude, and expressed, on. -
every occasion, the warmest regard for a body ofi -
men, whose welfare, as he affected to declares
was 50 clasely connected with that of the states
By the most gentle arts. he lnboured to inspire
the fierce multitude with a sense of duty, and to
restore at least a faint image of that discipline to -
which the Romans owed %m oyer s,
 Twas 3 faveurite:saying of the wmprr', Se milis g
mlwmh&m ll-h-* e
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amiable prince was sensible of the oblization
hut as his grntltudr was mmtmmed w:thm the

Theirp@m:h the wise Ulpian, was the fnmﬂ
of the laws and of the people; he was con-
sidered as the encmy of the soldiers, and to his
pernicious counsels every scheme of reformation
was imputed. - Some trifling sccident blew up
thein discontent-into a furious mutiny ; and o
civil war WW three days, in Enm, :

whilst the life of that excellent minister was de
feniled - by the grateful people. Terrified,
lengthy by the sight of sime hmil‘esc flames,
and by the threats of a generul conflagratitn, the
people yielded'with a sigh, and left the virtuous
but: unfortunate” Ulplan to his faté, He ﬂ'ﬂ
pursugd into the imperial palace, and ) >
at the feet of his master, wm*hrn\?w :
cover him- with the purple, and’ to obtain fis
pardon Trom the inexorable soldiers, . Such was
the deplorable weakness of government, that the
emperor was unable to revenge his murdered
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cuar. friend and his insulted dignity, without stooping

-~ to the arts of patience and dissimulation.” Epas-

- ‘gathus, the principal leader of  the mutiny, was
removed from Rome, by the hahourable employ-
ment of prefect of Egypt: from that high mnk
he was gently degraded to the govermnent of
Crete; and when, at' length, his popularity
among the guards was effaced by time and ab-
sence, Alexander ventured to inflict the tandy,
but deserved punishment of his erimes.*  Under
the reign of  just and virtuous prince, the tyran-
‘ny of the army threatened with instant: deatvlis
most faithful ministers, who were suspectedofan
intention to correct their intolerable disorders.

Mn:: The historian Dion Cassius had commanded the
‘Pannonian legions with the spirit of ancient dis-
cipline. Their brethren of Rome,
 thie commaon cause of military licence
© the head of the veformer.  Alexander, “however,

“instead of yielling to their seditious clamonrs,
‘shewed a just sense of his merit and serviees, by
appointing him his colleague in' the consulship,
and defraying from his own treasury the expence
of that vain dignity : but ukwjuﬂyﬂl‘ |
hended, that if the soldiers beheld him with the
ensigns of his office, they would revenge the in-
sult in his blood, the nominal first magistrate of
the state retived, by tlie empmm +from

P e S

4 Thaugh :hrlmheruﬂhﬂhmmmim_
mentisns the sedition ruised Uiplan by the saldiers,

crale the eatastrophe, 3s it @ iz 1“1&#45-

mﬂhﬁmmm“w
the weight and candour of that author.
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the city, and spent the greatest part of Lis con- nﬂﬂ

sulship at his villas in Campaunia.”

The lenity of - ﬁ&m m the . in- Tomui of

tinies pﬁrpetual.l broke. out; his officers were

i and his
i MHMMM
the army.”  One particular fact well deserves toFinmnew

‘he!ht légione.

be recorded, n:tlﬂmteuﬂmmanumnﬁhe”“’""

troops, and exhibits a singular instance of their
return to a sense of duty and obedience. Whilst
the emperor lay at Antioch, in his Persian ex-
pedition, the particulars of which we shall heve-
nﬂermllh.;hwpnhn&nt of some soldiers, who
had been mm of women, ex-
cited a sedition in. ,,
withamodest ﬁmmm. mptmhd to m
multitude the absolute necessity, as well as his
inflexible m:v{mﬁng the vices intro-
_duced by his impure. predecessor, and of main.
taining the discipline, which could not be relaxed
‘without the ruin of the Roman name and em-
; ]i.u.':. 'I'hﬂir clamours mkmﬂ ex-

'Fﬁﬂwﬂ Fj:ph.ﬂ.‘l fate, ond his pwn dsnger, ses fhe
mtilnted mﬂm of  PHon's history, b laxx, p 1371
 Annot, Beimar, sd Dion Casdun, 1 s, po 1360
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postulition. < Reserve your shouts” said the
undsunted emperor, © till vou ‘take the e
" wgpainst the Persioms, the Genuans, and the
% Sarmatinns, Be silent in the presence
* sovereign and benefactor. who Bestows upon
“ you the corn, the elothing, and the money of
“ thie provinees.  Be sileat, or 1 shall no lnger
“ﬂhm soldiiers, bt cilizons® i those, #0)
« deed, who diselaim the laws of Rome,
* to be fanked among the meatiest of w
« ple” s menaces inflamed the fury
legion, and their brandished arms n_'lrf-utf:r
ened bis person. % Your cournge,™
"'t’"’f‘m Alexander, “ would be more nobly
« played in the field atl‘lutﬁuummﬂy#
“ stroy, you canniot intiniidute; and the

S e e .-. “._l'!m_ e,

tenoe; ¢ Oiticens * lay down your tmu;t:'
“ part in peace th your respective’
Thutem;utwmﬂ?wﬁ
filled with gricf and shame, siléntly confissed the
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tacle of their repentance; bor did he mow.,
them to their former rank-in the army, till he
had punished: with- deatl, those tribunes whose
connivance bl occasivued the mutiny., The
gﬂtﬂ‘ul WM

d revenged himy wihen dead. -

i‘hnmqﬁhummf the mnlhtudr guaﬂlrhmm
= reipn

pend on a moment ; and the caprice of passion ;e
inight equally determine the seditious legion to'
lay down their arms ot the emperor's feet, ar to
ﬁmg‘e them into: his breast. Pa:‘hnps, if the

i by the
HMM

eil-the obedience of the troops; md ‘perhaps, if
it had been related by a judicious historian, we
should find this action, worthy of Ceesar himself,

reduced neager to the level of probability, and the.
common standand of the character of Alexander
Severus. The ahilities of that amiable prince

secm to have angm :
of his situation, the firmness o o
ferior to the purity of his intentions. His vir-
_ tues, as well as the vices of Elagabalus, con-

tracted a tincture of weakness and effeminacy

from the soft climate-of Syria, of wifich he was.
a native, though be blushed at hhfwm-
and listened with a vain »

teﬁnggﬂmlogmtﬁ. who derived his race from

® Hist, Acgust. p- 132
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cuar. the ancient stock of Roman nobility.' ’prnh
VL and'avarice of his mother cast a shade on thi

[

glories of bis reign, and, by exacting from his
riper years the same dutiful obedience which she:
had justly claimed from his unexperienced youthy
Mumas exposed to public ridicule both: her
soi's character and her own!  The fatigues
of the Persian war irritated the military discons
tent; the unsuccessful event degraded the repu=
tation of the emperor as » general, and evenys

eamstance hastened, o revolution, which: dis=
tracted the Roman empire with a long series of
intestine calamities. ST |

Digresion _ “Plie (lissolute tyranny of Commodus, the civil

an the fi-

mances of Wirs occasioned by his death, and the new mas-
the €m0 e of policy introduced by the house of Severus:

Tk all contributed o increase the dangerous
the.ar o obliterate: the: faint

Wtht was still impressed
g | = iy T
'menﬂnﬂ.ﬂlmmll-llﬂ- Thl 2

cisue. I8 ome ahort period af twelve

mvumﬁb!pumd v triinpbi mvmmm'

of the et m i
whente of Dion. ¥ ﬂﬂlit’!ﬂrﬂhﬂpﬂﬂ,&‘ i

her of mur modern wiiters aldse HﬂMHﬂﬁ'ﬁl.' fra
history. hﬂmmmfllmﬂ" 1
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on the minds of the Romanss This internal cHAR.
chunge, which undermined: the foundations of b
the empire, we have endenvoured to explain with
some degree of order and - perspicuity.  The
tories, law 4, anil fortunes, con interest us
no farther-dlian @5 they are connected with the:
general histary: of the decline and fall of the
monarcly. Our constant attention to that great
abject will not suffer us to overlook .a most im=
portant edict of Antoninus Caracalla, which com=
pire the name and privileges of Roman citizens.
from the sentiments of a generous mind; it was
the sordid result of avarice, and will naturally be
illustrated Ly some observations on the finances of
that state, from the victorious ages of the com-
monwealth to the reign of Alexander Severus.

. The siege of Veii in Tuscany, the frst con-Easbii-
siderable enterprizeof the Romiins, was protracted ™

the place than by the unskilfuliess of the be-
winter campaigns; at the distance of near twenty
" miles from home,! (pequired more than common
encouragements; and the senate wisely prevented .

5
. |

R, ol ‘ #

' Actording to the more perurmie Divayunit, W
caly g bondred stadis, o twglye mil
Motigh ‘some, aut-posss-aiglt be sdsguesl furth
Erruie.  Nandisl, o a profoeed treatisg, his cnbated the poput:
epinion, and the nutharity of fwo popes, and ks remsioveld Wil from
Clvita Costetians 10 3 Bl spot eallsd Isols, 10 thie e Fbeiween,
Hupe ond the loke Dracclane
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caar theclamiours of the people, by the institution of
* mregnlar pay for the soldiers, which was levied:

by o general tribute, assessed according to an:
equitable proportion on the property of the citis
zens.  During more than two hundred: years.
after the conquest of Veii, the victories of the
republic added less to the wealth than to:the:
power of Rome. The states of Italy paid their
tribute in military service only, andithe vast foreey.
botir by sea and land, which was exertedsin the
Punic wars, wis maintained at the expence'of
the Romans themsélves. That htgw i
people (such is often the generous en
freedom) cheerfully submitted to the
sive. but voluntary burdens, in thu]mmw-
that they should speedily enjoy the rich harvest
af|, their labours. Their ex were nob
disappointed. In the course of o MM
mﬁwiwmw

==d sholl- tWo millions sterling, and the lkn:ﬂ:: eople,

tion of the

tritrute on L€ mfm‘lgﬂ af so many nations, Wik for _._” E
toma & delivered from the weight of taxes® ‘Theds-

Elzens,

and goverriiment, and the mmwr
guld and silver was deposited in the mm!
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Saturn, and reserved for any unforeseen emergen- CHAR.
cy of the state.” s b
History has never perhaps suffered a greater or Tribuses
more irreparable injury, than in the loss a{l[l-hﬂfmﬁ,“"
senate, h:_.;#.bﬁﬁt.'ﬂperienm& prince so ace

curately halanced the revenues and expences of

the Roman empire.” Deprived of this clear and

lect a few imperfect hints from such of the an-

cients as have accidentally turned aside from the
splendid. to the more useful parts of history.

We are informed that, by the conquests of Pom.-

pey, th tributes of Asia were raised from fifty toor Asia.
one hundred and thirty-five millions of drachms;

or about four millions and a half sterlings Un-

der the last and mest indolent of the Ptolemies,

the revenue of Egypt is said to have amountedef By
to twelve thousand five hundred talents; a sum
equivalent to wore than two millions and a
nomy of the Romans, and the incrense of the
trade ¢ [ Ethiopia and India’ Gaul Was en-of Gets
riched by rapine, as Egypt was by commerce,

and the tributes of those $wo great provinces

have been compared as nearly equal to each

* Sow & fine descriptina of Mmﬂ%ﬁ h;.-
can's Phara, 1. iil, v. 155, & i
¥ Teeits in Angal. i1, It scertis th Tiave axisted in the time of
s e

 Plutareh, in Pompeio, p. G4 ' Straba, L xvil, p. 7O,
VoL, L 5
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ﬂ;ﬂ' other in value.' The ten thousand Euboic or

woenw. Pheenician talents, about four millions ster-

of Afice, ling," which vanquished Carthage was condemn-

ol Spain,

ed to pay within the term of fifty years, were

a slight acknowledgment of the superiority of
Rome,” and cannot bear the least proportion
with the taxes afterwards raised both on the lands
and on the persoms of the inhabitants, when the
fertile coast of Africa was reduced into a F"'
vinee*

Spain, by a very singular fatality, was the Peru
and Mexico of the old world, The discovery of
the rich western continent by the Pheenicians,
and the oppression of the simple natives, who
were compelled to lnbour in their own mines for
the benefit of strangers, form an exact type of
the more recent history of Spanish America”
The Phenicians were acquainted only with the
sea-const of Spain; avarice, as well as ambition,
carried the arms of Rome and Carthage into the
heart of the country, and almost every part of
the soil was found pregnant with copper, silver,
and gold, Mention is made of & mine near Car-

thngﬁum which yielded every day tmmtr-ﬁve

mm:.n.e.u He seems o give the profer-
tnce to the revengs of Gaul,

' The Eubwie, the Phonicon, and the Alexandrion talenis wers
double in weight to the Attle. See Hooper un ‘mcient wrights sod
merures, g iv, e & It b very probmble thet the sama talent w23
L‘:lrr}ni[rcm'l'mlnl'.mhq.,

* Polyh L xv, e 2 % Applan in Ponicis, p 84

'thmuﬂmn.n. ﬂhﬂhmmm'
lut;tmm; Christ.  Seq Vel Paterc.
by &
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thousand drachms of silver, or about three hun- CHAP
dred thousand pounds a-year® Twenty thou- E
sand pound weight of gold was annually received
from the provinces of Austria, Gallicis, and Lu-
sitanin® - st

We want both leisure and materials to pursuensf she iske
this curious inquiry through the many potenl;‘m
states that were annihilated inthe Roman empire.
Some notion, however, may be formed of the .
revenue of the provinces where considerable
wealth had been deposited by nature, er collected
by man, if we observe the severe attention that
was directed to the ahodes of solitude and ste-
rility. Augustus once received a petition from
the inhabitants of Gyarus, humbly praying that
they might be relieved from one-third of their
excessive impositions, Their whole tax amounted
indeed to no more than one hundred and fifty
drachms, or about five pounds: but Gyanrus was
a little island, or rather a rock of the Figean
seq, destitute of fresh water and every necessary
of life, and inhabited only by a few wretched
fishermen.® ' CA S

From the faint glimmerings of such doubtful Amou of
and s{‘nttﬂ!d lights we should hr.' inclined to nue,
believe, 1st, That (with every fair allowance for

> Sermbo. L iil, p. 148 " 4

» Piin, Hist. Natur, L xexili, e 8. He mesitlong [ilewise o -
ver mibe fu Delmatis, that ;u‘g-? ey day Bty pounds 1o the
winte,

* Seradoy b x, p- $85.  Tarit Aanmal 1, 69, andly, 30. Sec in
Tournefort (Veyages su Levans, leltve viidy, & very lisely piciurs
lfl-h:lﬂ-llmiuqufﬂnmi- A | ¥
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the difference of times and circumstances) the
general income of the Roman provinces could

seldom amount to less than fifteen or twenty

millions of our money;* and, 2dly, That so
ample a revenue must have been fully adequate
to all the expences of the moderate government
instituted by Augustus, whose court was the mo-
dest family of a private senator, and whose mili-

_ tary establishment was calculated for the defence

Tuxes on

Raoman -

tigmm in-
stitutal !.-_1I
Auguans, 15

of the frontiers, without any aspiring views of
conguest, or any serious apprehension of a foreign
invasion

Notwithstanding the seeming probability of
bath these conclusions, the latter of them at least

positively disowned by the language aud con-
duct of Augustus. Tt is not casy to determine
whether, on this ocecasion, he acted as the com-
‘mon father of the Roman world, or as the op-
mdlﬁqt:.;m he wished to relieve
the provinces, or to impoverish the senate and
the equestrinn order. But no sooncr had he
assumed the reins of government, than he fre-
quently intimated the insufficiency of thetributes,
and the necessity of throwing an equitable pro-
portion of the public burden upon Rome and
Italy. In the prosecution of this unpopular de-

“sign, he advunced, ‘however, by cautious and

well-weighed steps. The introduction of customs
was followed by the mbhﬁmtuf an E’lﬂ!!:

Hﬂmﬁ.ﬂ“mﬂ“I*-Lmhﬁm i e
mum%ﬁ*ﬂﬂmmm

whale beak, ingenitus, betrays a very heated
imugisation.
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and the scheme of taxation was completed by an cHaAR,
artful assessment on the real and personal pro- e
perty of the Roman citizens, who had been ex-
empted from any kind of contribution’ above &
century and a balf. i STTE

1. In @ great empire like that of Rome, 3-The cus-
tural balanee of money must have gradually esta-"""*
blished itself. It has been already observed, that
as the wealth of the provinces was ‘attracted to
the capital by the strong hand of conquest and
power ; so a considerable part of it was restored
to the industrious provinces: by the gentle influ-
ence of commerce and arts. In the reign of
Augustus and his successors, duties were® im-
posed on every kind of merchandise, which
through a thousand channels flowed to the great
centre of opulence and luxury ; and in-whatso-
ever manner the law was expressed, it was the
Roman purchaser, and not the provincial mer-
chant, who paid the tax.* The rate of the
customs varied from the eighth to the fortieth
part of the value of the cammodity; and we have
a right to suppose that the varintion was divected
by the unalterable maxims of policy 5 that a
higher duty was fixed on the articles of luxury
than on those of necessity, and that the produc-
‘fions raised or manufactured by thi® lnbour of the
subjects of the empire, were treated with more
indulgence than wus shewn to the pernicious, or
at least the unpopular commerce of Arabis and

_‘"_r#tL Asmal xiiy 3.

LR



THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. India® There is still extant a long but im-

perfect catalogue of eastern commedities, whieh
~abaut the time of Alexander Severus were subject
to the payment of duties; cinnamon, myrrh,
pepper, ginger, and the whole tribe of aromatics,
a great variety of precious stones, among which
the diamond was the most remarkable for its
price, and the emerald for its beauty.” Parthian
and Babylonian leather, cottons; silks, both raw
and manufactured, ebony, ivory, and eunuchs®
We may observe that the use and value of those
effeminate slaves gradually rose with the decling
of the empire.

The excise. 11. The excise, introduced by Augustus after

the civil wars, was extremely moderate; but it
was general. It seldom exceeded one per cent.;
but it comprehended whatever was sold in the
markets or by public auctjon, from the most con-
siderable purchase of apd houses, to those
‘minute objects which can only derive a value
from their infinite multitude, and daily consump-
tion. ' Such a tax, as it affects the body of the
people, has cver been the occasion of clamour
and discontent. An emperar well acquainted

1 ;MM1-£¢H.L:R.-_151. His ubserras
that the commodities were sold of Rame a3 & humired
times (heir uriginal price, miay giee us some notion of the producs
of the cwstnms, sinco that eriginal price amounted to more thaw
sight bundrod thousand pounde.

rhmﬁmurnmuuqum;hmqmﬂp
mande

-lhnmhmmmmumu
transcrilied this catalogie fram the Digest, sad aitcmpts to ilusteate
it by & vry profix
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with the wants and resources of the state, Was CHAF.
obliged to declare by a public edict, that the ¥
mppnrtanhﬂmwﬂdhigutmmm

on the produce of the excise.”

11 When Augustus resolved to establish a7 on le
permancnt auilitary force for the defence of Bisfc™
mies, he instituted o peculiar treasury for the pay
of the soldiers, the rewards of the veterans, and
the extraordinary expences of war. The ample
revenue of the excise, though peculiarly appro-
priated _to those nses, was found inadequate.
To supply the deficiency, the emperor suggested
a new tax of five per cent. on all legacies and
inheritances. But the nobles of Rome were
more tenacious of property than of freedom.
Their indignant murmurs were veceived hy Au-
gustus with his usual temper. He candidly re-
ferred the whole husiness to the senate, and ex-
horted them to provide for the public service by
some other expedient of a less odious nature.
ated to them, that their obstinacy would oblige
him to propose a genvral land-tax and capitation.
They acquiesced in silence,' The new imposi-
tion on legacies and inheritances was, however,
mitigated by some restrictions. ¥t did not take
place unless the ohject was of a certain value,

A st Anrsl i, T8 Two ymifs allerwands, the veduction of
“thie poor kingdom of Cappeducia gave Tiberies o pretents for diomi-
nishing the excise w onz el but the reliel was of very shork
duratism,

' Dign Cassiuty 1 Ivy e T84 L ¥ P B25
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cuar, most probably of fifty or an hundred pieces of
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gold * nor could it be exacted from the nearest
nf kin on the father's side!] When the rights of
nature and poverty were thus secured, it seemed
reasonable, that a stranger, or a distant relation,
who acquired an unexpected accession of fortune,
should cheerfully resign a twentieth part of it,
for the benefit of the state™
Such a tax, plentiful asit must prove in every
wealthy community, was most happily suited to
the situation of the Romans, who could frame
their arbitrary wills, according to the dictates of
reason or caprice, without any restraint from the
modern fetters of entails and settlements; From
various causes the partiality of paternal affection
often lost its influence over the stern patriots of
the commonwenlth, and the dissolute nobles of
the empire; and if the father bequeathed to his
son the fourth part of his estate, he removed all
nd of legal complaint® But a rich child-
less 0 man was & domestic tyrant, and his power
incrensed with his vears and infirmities. A scr-
vile crowd, in which he frequéntly reckoned
practors and consuls, courted his smiles, pam-
pered his avarice, applanded his follies, served
hupmmm, andnmtedmth impatience for his

. Th:mhm];lmhmﬂmr

"As the Baminn law subsisted for many sges, the tegmafi, & re-
ationg on the mether's side, were no called to the succession. This
haenh (natitution was gradually und:rnlﬂﬁ'lﬂlu}m mimq.r
abalished by Justinign,

=P, Fanvyre, a8t

= Sec e geccius in the Autiquit Juﬁ:lmﬂ. LIE
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death. The arts of attendance and flattery were cHAR'
formed into a most luerative science; those who
professed it acquired a peculior sppellation; and
the whole city, according to the lively descrip-
tions of satire, was divided between two parties,
the hunters:and their game* Yet, while' so0°
muny unjust and extravagant wills were every
duy dietated by cunning, and subscribed by folly,
a few were the result of rational esteem and vir-
tuous gratitude. Cicero, who had so often de-
fended the lives and fortunesof his fellow-citizens,
was rewarded with legucies to the amount of
an hundred and seventy thousand pounds;® nor
do the friends of the younger Pliny seem to
linve been less gencrous to that aminble orator.®
Whatever was the motive of the testator, the
treasury vlaimed, without distinction, the twen-
tieth pﬁr’t of his estate ; and in the course of two
ole property of the

passed through the

haps from a blind impulse of benevalence, con-
ceived  wish of abolishing the oppression of
the customs and excise. The wisest senators ap-

planded his magnanimity; but they diverted him

= Heorat. 1. i, =t v. Potron. £ 116, &s Pl i eplet. 30,
* Cictro Jo. Frillipp. il, o 16 :
-'s_..,pggpul-. Every such will give hiny an eccaslon of Jis-

playlng Bis reverence to the dead, and hls justice o the living.  Ha

reconciled both, in his behaiions to o sod wha had bew dlinberit.
wi by his miother (v 1),
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from the execution of a design, which would
have dissolved the strength and resources of the
republic.”  Had it indeed been possible to rea-
lize this dream of fancy, such princes as Trajan
and the Antonines would surely have embraced
with ardour the glorious opportunity of con-
ferring so signal an obligation on mankind. Sa-
tisfied, however, with alleviating the public bur-
den, they attempted not to remove it. The
mildness and precision of their laws ascertained
the rule and measure of taxation, and protected
the subject of every rank against arbitrary inter-
pretations, antiquated claims, and the insolent
vexation of the farmers of the revenue! For
it is somewhat singular that, in every age, the
best and wisest of the Roman governors per-
severed in this pernicious method of collecting
the principal branches st least of the eminmli

COptomS. U o e

““The settiments, and, indeed, the situation of
Caracalla, were very different from those of the
Antonines. Inattentive, or rather averse to the
welfare of his people, he found himself under the
necessity of gratifying the insatiateavarice, which
he had excited in the army. Of the several im-
positions introduced by Augustus, the twentieth
on inheritances and legacies was the most fruit-
ful, as well as the most comprebensive. As its

* Tecite Annak xilh, 50, Buprit dew Lok, l.ﬂ, e I

£aos Pliny’s Puilegyrte, mmhﬂm-; and Purman d¢ 3

1hﬂp$y-ut
'mmm-ﬂaﬁmmm slnge the govd
princes ofben pemitted meny millions of wrenrs, .
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influence was not confined to Rome or Ttaly, the cuar
produce continually increased with the gradual s
extension of the Roman Cily. The new citi-

zens, though charged, on equal terms,* with the

them as subjects, derived an ample compensa-

tion from the rank they obtained, the privileges

they acquired, and.the fair prospect of honours

and fortune that was thrown open to their am-

bition. But the favour which implied a distine-The froe-
tion was lost in the prodigality of Caracalla, and 55 o oo

the reluctant provincials werecompelled to assume Hh“:
the vain title, and:the real obligations, of Roman ., nr e
citizens. - Nor was the rapacious son of Severus £ ™
contented with such a measure of taxation us had '
appeared sufficient to his moderate

Instead of a twentieth, he exacted a tenth of all

legacies and inheritances; and during his reign

(for the ancient proportion was restored after his

death) he crushed alike every part of the empire

under the weight of his iron sceptre.”

When all the became linhle to the Tanprsry
peculiar impositions of Roman citizens, they . wn
seemed to acquire o legnl exemption from the™*
tributes which they had paid in their former
condition of subjects. Such were not the maxims
of government adopted by Caracallf and his pre-
tended son. The old as well as the new taxes
were, at the same time, levied in the provinces.

» Thve Miuation of the new citlzens is minutely deseribed by Pituy

{Pinegyrie, ¢ 37, 88, 39, Ty poblished o Jaw very much b=
thedr Cavnurs [

= Digs L Ixxviiy v 1805
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ciiar, It was reserved for the virtue of Alexander to

VL

relieve them, in a great measure, from this into<

lerable grievance, by reducing the tributes to a

h-

thirtieth part of the sum exacted at the time of
his accession? It is impossible to conjecture
the motive that engaged him to spare so trifling a
remnant of the public evil; but the noxious weed,
which had not been totally eradicated, again
sprang up with the most luxuriant growth, and,
in the succeeding age, darkened the Roman world
with its deadly shade.  In the course of this his-
tory, we shall be too often summoned to explain
the land-tax, the capitation, and the heavycon.
tributions of corn, wine, oil, nnd meat, which
were exacted from the provinees for the use of the
court, the army; and the capital.

~ As long as Rome and Italy were respected as
thhcmﬁmuf government, a national spirit was
pane.ﬂ'u! - the ancient, llldimennblymhﬂwd
by the citizens. The principal com-
Immdﬂ of the army were filled by men who had
received a liberal education, were well instructed
in the advantages of laws and letters, and who
had risen, by equal steps, through the regular
succession of civil and military honours® To
their influence and example we may partly ascribe
the modest obedience of the legions durivg the -
two first centuries of the imperial history,

? e who paid ten sirel, the umial mwwﬂﬂ-ﬂ
maww than the thind part dnmﬂwm‘

“goll were calned m-&. Hist: August. p. 127, with

* Sen the lives of Agrienls, Vespualan, Trajan, Severus, and his
shree competitors, and indeed of all the cminsgt men of thoss tiech
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But when the last enclosure of the Roman m:%a-

constitution was trampled down by Caracalla, -
the separation of professions grndnlllysumaeded
to the distinction of runks. 'The more polished

citizens of the internal provinces were alone qua--
lified fo act as lawyers and magistrates. The

rougher trade of arms was abandoned to the pea-
sants and barbarians of the frontiers, who knew

no eountry but their camp, no science but that of

war, no civil laws, and scarcely those of mtlltarf
discipline. With bloody hands, savage manners,
and desperate resolutions, they sometimes guard-
ed, but much oftener subverted, the lhmu d‘
the emperors. A
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CHAP. VIL

The elevation and tyransy of Marimin.— Rebellion
in Africa and Ttaly, wnder the authority of the
senate.—Cicil twars and seditions,—Violent  doaths
af Maximin aml Kis son, of Maximus and Bals
hinus, amd of the three ﬂwinh—-{"m?m
and setulor games of Philip.

0! tlm various forms of government, which
.. have prevailed in the world, an bereditary mo-
narchy secms to present the fairest scope forris
dicule. 1Is it possible to relate, without en in-
dignant smile, that on the father's decease, the
property of a nation, like that of a drove of oxen,
descends to his infant son, as yet unknown t0
~mankind and to himself; and that the bravest
“warriors and the wisest statesmen, relinquishing
their natural right to empire, approach the mj’ii
cradle with bended knees and
inviolable fidelity ? Satire and declamation m
paint these ohvious tupil:s in the most dazzling
colours, but our more serious. thoughts will re-
spect a useful prejudice, that establishes a rule of

i

'l

.l

mwtnrthapudmd'm+

kind; and we shall cheerfully acquiesce in any
expedient which deprives Ihe multitude of the
dnngemus. and indecd thﬂm power ¢ of Ei*‘

s
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the sceptre shall be constantly bestowed on the CHAR

most worthy, by the free and incorrupt sufirage =

of the whole community. Experience overturns

these airy fubrics, and teaches us, that in a large

society, the election of a monarch can never de-

volve to the wisest, or to the most numerous, part

of the people. The army is the ouly orier of

men sufficiently united to concur in the same sen-
timents, and powerful enough to impose them
“on the rest of their fellow-citizens; but the tem-
per of soldiers, habitusted at once to violence and
to slavery, renders them very unfit guardians of
u legal, or even & civil, constitution. Justice,
humanity, or politieal wisdom, are qualities they
are too little acquainted with in themselves, to
iate them in others. Valour will acquire
their esteem, and liberality will purchase their
suffrage ; but the first of these merits is often
lodged in the most savage breasts; the latter can
only exert itself at the expence of the public; and

both may be turned against the possessor of the

throne, by the ambition of a daring rival.

*The superior prerogative of birth,fwhen it has Wae of <
obtained the sanction of time and popular opi- ., pe
nion, is' the plainest and least invidious of ‘“E::HT:-M
distinctions among mankind. The acknowledged te greses
right extinguishes the hopes of faclion, and e
conseious security disarins the cruclty of the mo-
mnreh.  To the firm establishment of this ides,
we owe the penceful succession and mild admi-
nistrafion of European monarchies. To the
defect of it, we must attribute the frequent civil

 al
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CHAP. wars, through which an Asiatic despot is obliged

to cut his way to the throne of his fathers. Yet

e¢ven in the East, the sphere of contention is

usuilly limited to the princes of the reigning
house ; and as soon as the more fortunate compe-
titor has removed his brethren, by the sword and
the bow-string, he no longer entertains any Jjea-
lousy of his meaner subjects. But the Roman
empire, after the authority of the senate had sunk:
into contempt, was @ vast soeue of confusion. |
The royal, and even uoble, families of the pro-
vinces, had long since been Jed in triumph betore
the car of the haughty republicans. The ancient.
families of Rome had successively fallen beneath
the tyranny of the Caesars; and whilst thoss
princes were shackled by the forms of a common-
wealth, and disappointed by the repented failure
of their posterity,” it was impossible that any
ot in the minds of their subjects. The right to
the throne, which none could claim from birth,
every one assumed from merit. The daring
linpes of ambition were set loose »galu
restraints of law and prejudice, and the meanest,
of mankind might, without folly, entertain &
hape of being raised, by valour and fortune, to a. -
rank in the afmy, in which a single crime woull
cnable him to wrest the sceptre of the world from
his feeble and unpopular master. After the mur=
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der of Alexander Severus, and the elevation of cnar.
Maximin, no emperor could think himself safe “'"
upon thethmnn,m&mwhrm]wnmtnf ' i
the frontier nught u]ﬁﬁlo that mguﬂ, hm tlln-

gerous stations %

. About w*nyws hﬂum Hmt cﬁsht, the Birh snd.
emperor Severas, returning from an eastern m‘pe—“"”"'“
dition, halted in Thrace, to celebrate, with mi-

litary games, the birth-day of his younger son,
Geta. The country flocked in crowds to behold

their sovereign, and a young barbarian of gigantic
stature, earnestly solicited, in his rude dialect,
that he might be allowed to contend for the prize
of wrestling:  As the pride of discipline would
have been disgraced in the overthrow of a Roman
soldier by a Thracian peasant, he was matched
with the stoutest followers of the camp, sixteen
of whom he successively laid on the ground.
His victory was rewarded by some trifling gilts,
and a permission to inlist in the troops. The
next day, the happy barbarian was distinguished
above a crowd of recruits, and
fashion of his l:mn!j' “As soon’ i..llt :

he had attracted the émperor's
notice, he«iﬂﬁlz ran up to bis horse, and fol-
Jowed him on without the least appearance
nffuugne,mnlmgladrhpidmeer % Thras
“ oinn,” said Severus with astonishment, “ art
“ thnudulmsed tuumﬂnufh:rth_y;;m? Mpst
willingly, sir, replicd the unwearied youth ; and, .
almost in a breath, overthrew seven of the
strongest soldiers in the army. A gold collar w as

voL. I T

o~
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cuar, the prize of his matchless vigour and activity, and
i Vil powasimmediately appointedtoserve inthe horse-
guards who always attended on the person of the
sovereign.”
wsmi-  Maximin, for that was his name, though born
ey rvicon the territories of the empire, descended from
sours. g mixed yace of barbarians. His father was &
Goth, and his mother of the nation of the Alank
He displayed, on every oocasion, a valour equal
to his strength s and his pative ficrceness was
soon tempered or disguised by the knowledge of
the world. Under the reign of Severus and his
gon, he obtained the rank of centurion, with the
favour and esteem of both those princes, the for-
mer af whom was an excellent judge of merit.
Gratitude forbade Maximin to serve under the
mn of Caracalla. Honour taught him to
decline the effeminate insults of Elagabalus. On
the accession of Alexander he returned to eourt,
‘and was placed by that prince in a station useful
to the service, and honourable to himself. The
fourth legion, to which he was q:pohlod tribune,
soon became, under his care, the -best e
of the whole army. With the general applause
of the soldiers, whe bestowed on their favourite
hero the names of Ajax and Hercules, be was
successivel promoted to the first military com-
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of his savage origin, the emperor might perhaps CHA®.
have given hi;mﬁwinmm:wthemwﬁ“
of Maximin.* -

Instead of securing his fidelity, these favourscoospincy
served only to inflame the ambition of the Thra- o0
to his merit, as long as he was constrained to
acknowledge a superior. Though a stranger to
real wisdom, he was not devoid of a selfish cun-
ning, which shewed him that the emperor had
lost the affection of the army, and taught him to
improve their discontent to his own advantage.
1t is easy for faction and calumny to shed their
poiumtheadminhtnﬁmﬂthewdpﬁnmﬂ.
and to accuse even their virtues, by artfully con-
founding them with those vices to which they
bear the nearest affinity. The troops listened
with pleasure to the emissarics of Maximin,
They blushed at their own ignominious patience,
Mm&iﬂmjﬂmhlﬂmppnnﬂdﬂm
vexations disc im by an effeminate Sy-
vian, the timid slave of his mother and of the
semate. [t was time, they cried, to cast away
that useless phantom of the civil power, and to
du-tl’urthghpﬁmm&geneml a real soldier,
educated in camps, exercised in war, who would -
assert the glary, and distribute among his coms
punions the treasures of the empire, A great
Iﬂﬂmﬂﬂnﬂdkﬂﬂlﬁﬁ:ﬂl‘ﬁiﬁ—!ﬁ
ﬁw'hwwhnmuﬁ.ﬂl“:“mnﬁn.
Hlﬂl'Hmpdhhmtﬁur}m '

4 See the original leter of Alerandsr Swverus, Hist. August
P 148,

T2
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ChAp. Grmy Wasat that time assembled onthe banks of
Vil ghe Rhine, under the command.of the emperor
s imielf, who, almost immediately after his return

from the Persian war, had been obliged to march
against the barbarians of Germany.  The im-
partant care of training and reviewing the new
levies was intrusted to Maximin. One day, as
he entered the field of exercise, the troops, ither
from a sudden impulse, or a formed conspiracy;
mations bis obstinate refusal, and hastened o
o 235, Consummate their rebellion by the murder of
Mareh 19 Alexander Severus. il
s The circumstances of his death are variously
Frverun rtiaﬁ.ul. The writers, whio supposed that lie died
in ignorance of the ingratitude and ambition of
Maximin, afirm that, after taking o frugal res
pist in the sight of the army, he retired to sleep, -

t of ‘hig own guards broke into the imperial
tent. and, with many wounds, nssassinated their
virtuous and unsuspecting princed Hfwe credit .
dnother, and indeed ‘a more probable accounty
Meximin was invested with the parple by a m-
merous detachment, st the . distance of several
roiles from the head-gquarters; and he trusted for
suocess rather to the sgoret wishes, than to the

* Higt. Augunt. . 135 :m.xw:lm;rwmm L
tmble circumstuess of this wretchied  Blographer. From t:i:&t-r

the fyar of punishme the dimifeced moidierd
3 commit the murder. : s
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public declarations of thf'gﬁ%tmy Alexan- Elﬂ:ﬁ

der had sufficient time to awaken a fiint sense.

of loyalty among his tréops; but
pm!’msinmdﬂi bt}

friend and advocate ::-f ﬂw military order, ., anil
mmﬁfﬂnﬂ y acknowledged cperor of the
Romans by the applanding: son of
Mamza, betrayed and Mﬁ%
bis tent, desirous at least to conceal his q.-fpmnﬂi
ing fate from the insults of the multitude, He
was soon fi W #ome cenfu-
rions, the ministers of death : but instead of re-
ceiving withmanly resolution the inevitahle stroke,
his unavailing cries and entreaties disgraced the
last moments of his life, and. converted into
contempt some portion of the just pity which his
innocence and misfortunes must mapme His
matherMam.m, whose pride and avarice he Towk
he cause ﬂfhtsr!lin. ntrtﬂhnd with

it, were nrtﬂplrd of thmr en-
i Iy, driven from the

w vouths® E:]ucltutlin thE pnrp]a,. and
{ Hekolioss vl 4 2232
& Caligula, thy fdest n-l‘tht Tinte, wis only rrenty-re yors W
age when be moenfol thie thne; Carnealla was twenty “three, Coms
“mieshis mbieteer, moll Ny mitee than seuentean.
T 3

-
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o B ’
cuar. corrupted by the pride of empire, the lwxury of
Vil Rome, and the perfidious voice of flattery, The
cruelty of Maximin was derived from o different
soarce, the fear of contempt. Though he de-
pended on the attachment of the soldiers, who

vage appearance, and his total ignorance of the
arts and institutions of ciyil life," formed a very
unfavourable contrast with the amiable manners
of the unhappy Alexander. He remembered,
that, in his humbler fortune, he had often _

before the door of the haughty nobles of Rame,
and had been denied admittance by the insolense
of their slaves. He recollected too the friendship
of a few who had relieved his poverty,and assisted
his rising hopes- But those who had spurned,

put to death; and by the execution of several of
his benefactors, Maximin published, in charac-

ters of blood, the indelible history of his baseness

his subjects who were the most nguished by
their birth or merit. Whenever he was ﬂllm‘d

% 1 appests that he was mmdﬂh“m
which, from ite uiversal tise in esavers m nd letsern, was ¥ 5
entia purt of ywery Bbersl educaticn. :

i Mist. August. p. 161 Hersdias, L vii, p 337 The luster of
mmmmqmﬂwmﬂhﬂﬂﬂ
of Maximin.
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with the sound of treason, his cruelty was un- CHAP,
bounded and unrelenting. A conspiracy against "
his life was either discoveréd or imagined, and
Magnus, a consular sénator, was named as the
principal author of it. Without a witness, with-
out a trial, and without an opportunity of de-
fence, Magnus, with four thousand of his sup-
posed accomplices, were put to death. Italy and
the whole empire were infested with innumierable
spies and informers. On the slightest accusation,
the first of the Roman nobles, who had governed
provinces, commanded armics, and been adorned
with the consular and triumphal ornaments, were
chained on the public carringes, and hurricd
away to the emperor’s presence, Confiscation,
exile, or simple death, were esteemed uncommon
instances of his lenity, Some of the unforfunate
sufferers he ordered to be sewed up in the hides
of slaughtered animals, others to be exposed to
wild beasts, others again to be beaten to death
‘with clubs, During the three years of his reigu,
he disdained to visit either Rome or Italy. His
the Riine to those of the Danube, was the sett
of his stern despotism, which trampled on every
prineiple of law and justice, and was supported
by the avowed power of the swofd' No man
TS wife of Maximln, by tasintatlig wise coumsele with fimale
m-—ﬂmmuﬁ the gyrant f8 fhe way of truld
and hummnity, See Ammiants Marcellings, L xivy e 1, where he
“allies o the Fict, which he harl more fully related undar the reign
of ihe Gardlaits  Wé mmy eelleet from the mednls, that Priling
was the mane of this benovalent empress ; and frum the titla of

Dive, thar ihe disd Befors Moximiin, (Valeslus ad loc. city Ame
rilgs) Spanbein de@, &t P, N tom. B, p. 300, '

T4
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cHAP. of noblebirth, elegant accomplishments, or knows
YU jpdge of civil business, was suffered near his per-
‘son; and the court of a Roman emperor rovived!
the idea of those ancient chiefs of slaves and gladi-
ators, whose savoge power had left a deep impres--
sion of terror and detestation.’ e
;i As long as the cruelty of Maximin was cob-
vinees . fined to the illustrious senators, or even o the
bold adventurers, who in the court or army es=
pose themselves to the caprice of fortune, the
indifference, or perhaps with pleasurc. ~ But the
tyrant’s avarice, stimulated hy theinsatintedesires
of the soldiers, at length attacked the publie pro=
perty: Every city of the empire was possessed of.
an independent revenue, destined to purchase
corn for the multitude,and to supply the expences -
of the games and entertainments. By a single:
ant of authority, the whole mass of wealth was-
at once confiscated for the use of the imperisl,
treasury.  The temples were stripped d»llﬂl!
most valuable offerings of guldnnd!ﬂlﬁw‘
the statues of gods, heroes, and emperors, Were:
melted down and coined into money, These im-"
mults and massacres, as in many places the people -
chose rather fo die in the defence of their altars,
than to behold in the midst of peace their cities
exposed to the rapine and cruelty of war. The
soldiers themselves, among whom this sacrile- -

Fious plunder wis disributed eeived i Wi &
;rwmﬁg Spactacin avd Atbeio, Hist, Augost,
P‘ . Y ¢ ; e : ’ o Koo
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Wash; and, hardened as they were in acts of ¥io. AT,
lence, they dreadéd the just reproachesof their
m‘l’u‘d l :i--l-._..uml.l.. I i- :'M]B s
; length, by an act of private
peaceful and unarmed province was

human kind 3
- Phe procurator of Africa was o sérvantawartliy oo i

of such a miaster, ‘who! tonsidered the fines andd,  2ar,
confiscations of therich as one of the most froite A4
tibn of which would liave:stripped them of far

the greater part of their patrimony. In thisex-
tremity, a resolution that must either completo

or prevent their ruin, ‘was dictated by despair,

A respite of three days, obtained with dificaliy

from the rapacious: treasurer, was employed in
collecting from theirestates o great Ler of

sweapons.of clubs and*axes " he loaders of the
conspiracy, asthey were admitted to the audience
of the procurator, stabbed him with the daggers

= Huroltian, hofly p 335 Prest sy (1
“& fn' the fovtile. territory of Hyeacicm, onn' humited“and #fy
.!ihhm-ﬂhdfm This city wns decoraied, poobebly
. R T A T by
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cuar. ard of rebellion against the sovereign of the Re-
VIL man empire. They rested their hopes on the
=== hatred of mankind against Maximin, and they
judiciously resolved to oppose to that detested
tyrant, an emperor whose mild virtues had al-
ready acquired the love and esteem of the Ro-
mans, and whose suthority over the province
would give weight and stability to the enterprize.
that they would suffer him to terminate in peace
along and innocent life, without staining his
feeble age with civil blood. Their menaces
compelled him to accept the imperial purple,
hisonly refuge, indeed, against the jealous cruelty
of Maximin, since, according to the reasoning of
tyrants, those who have been estecmed warthy
of the throne deserve death, and those who de-
liberate have already rebelled.” >
Charscter  The family of Gordianus was one of the
viom of the illustrious of the Roman senate, On the father’s
" side, he was descended: from. the Gracchi; on
his mother's, from the emperor Trajan. = A
great estate enabled him to support the dignity
of his birth; and, in the enjoyment of it, he
displayed amr elegant taste, and beneficent dis-
position. The palace in Rome, formerly inha-
bited by the great Pompey, had been, during

by the Gordixns, with the tile, of colony, snd with 2 e mgh-
p- Lot e i sty e
ing. 38, and Shaw's Travele, . 117,

* Herodian, L vil, p 935, Hist. Aogut, p. 159,
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several generations, in the possession of Gordinn's CHAR:

road to Prrneste was celebrated for baths of sin-
gular w&nuﬁh for three stately rooms
of an hundred feet in length, and for amngnificent

rti , supp ‘by two hundred columns of
the four most curious and costly sorts of mar-
ble® The public shews exhibited at his ex-
pence, and in which the people were entertained
tors,” seem to surpass the furtune of ‘n subiject;
and whilst the liberality of other mbgistrates
wias confined to a fow solemn festivals in Rome,
the magnificence of Gordian was repeated, whea
he was adile, every month in the year, and ex-
tended, during his consulship, to the principal

 Hint. Sngudt, p. 152. The eelebrated house of Pampey in carinie
was wwurped by Mare Antony, mad consequently became, afler the
F:lu,mdr’-d-&h,:pﬂ'i#p_ o “The emperos Tra-

and imperiecily distioguiahed. 1t appeart, haweypr, that the Laeys
Yian ws o sen-green, sad vhat the marble of Synnads was white,
sieed with oval sputs of purple.  See Salmasius ad Hist. August.
!““é‘- Fe - ] .-..-_t._.._1-1a

* Hlist. August. p. 151, 152 He sometimes guse five hundred paic
ﬂmmhmmﬂﬂmmw+ He onee gave,
for the ate of the cirens, ore hundred Skciflan, nnd ws many Cappo-
ducian borses, ' The enimads designed for husting were chiely bears,
boars, bulls, stags, elka, wibd nases, &c.  Elcphnnts and lons s

I:ghmbmw-'w magnifcence.

by ancient tro-
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cuap. Gitiedof Ttaly, He was twice elevated to the last-.
""_" “mentioned dignity, by Caracalla and by Alex-

=== ander; for he possessed the uncommon talent of
acquiring the esteem of virtuous princes, wrth-
out alarming the jealousy of tyrants. His long
life was innocently spent in the study of letters
and the peaceful honours of Rome ; and, till he.
was named proconsul of Africa by the voice of
the senate and the approbation of Alexander,”
he appears, Mﬁm ‘the com-.
mand of armies and the government of provinces.
Aslong as that emperor lived, Africa was huppy
under the administration of his worthy repre-
sentative ; after the barbarons Maximin had -
ysurped the throne, Gordianus alleviated the
miserics which he was tnable to provent. When,
e reluctantly accepted the purple, he was above
years old ; a last and valuable remnins
of the happy-age of the Antonines, whose virtues
hérevived in his own conduct, and celebrated in
an elegant poem of thirty books. With the ve-
nerable proconsul, his son, whohad accompanied
him into Africa as his Heutenant, was likewise
declared emperor. His manners were less pure,
but his character was equally amiable with that
of his father. Twenty-two acknowledged con-
cubines, and a Jibrary of sixty-two thousand vo-
lumes, attested the variety of his inelinations;
and from the pmductitms which he left behind

= il 'Ill‘
L *mm sEmir
"'“i# inted by that emembly,
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him, it appears that t.ha former as well as the CHAR
latter were designed  for use rather than for os-

tentation! The Romun people-acknowledged
in the features of the younger Gordian the re-
semblance of Scipio Africanus, recollected with
plmmmmmlhegmndm
of Antoninus Fiun. and rested thepnhhs:hnpe

urious indolence of a private life.

As soon as the Gordians had appeased the ﬁ.rst'rbz; wll-

it the col=

tumult of a popular election, they removed their;epamion
court to Carthage. They were received with the?f 1=

' acclamations of the Africans, who honoured their
virtues, and who, since the visit of Hadrian,
had never bebeld the majesty of a Roman em-
peror.  But these vain acclumations neither
strengthened nor confirmed the title of the Gor-
dians. They were induced by principle, as well
as interest, to solicit the approbation of the
senate ; anﬂmm_d thu ncﬂ:llﬁt ;lmm

ha?m:uﬂ't:rﬂdmth patience, were atJength

resolved to act, with vigour. . The letters of the
new princes-wermmodest and respectful, excusing
the necessity which had obliged tiem to sccept
the a.mperml title s, hut submitting, ﬂlﬂllm

Yy Hubix opide oA RS

1 By esth of his concubines, thwmmmnw
Fome cimiliren . Bis liarary rodsnions, thoogh lee numercts, wers

by o Meane eoulemptilie.
-

thurity.
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cnar. and their fate to the supreme judgment of the
VU sennte”

Toroawe  The inclinations of the senate were neither
e 2 doubtful nor divided. The birth and noble alli-
of the t:mmf*s:n{'th\e‘(;ﬂn:linnllmlintiru,ntla-};racnnm::ted
them with the most illustrious houses of Rome.

Their fortune had created many dependents in

that assembly, their merit had acquired many
friends. Their mild administration opened the
Aattering prospect of the restoration, not only of

the civil but even of the republican government.

The terror of military violence, which had first
ohliged the senate to forget the murder of Alex-

ander, and to ratify the election of a barbariun

* now produced a contrary effect, and

provoked them to assert the injured rights of
firoedom and humanity. The hatred of Maximin
towards the senate was declared and implacable ;

the most eantious innocence would not remove

his suspicions; and even the care of their own

safety urged them to share the fortune of an
enterprise, of which (if unsuccessful) they were

sure to be the first victims. These considerations,

o e L S AR
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according to an ancient form of secrecy,” cal- crae.
culated to awaken their attention, and to conceal h

their decrees. % Conscript fathers,” said the
consul Syllanus, “ the two Gordians, both- of

“ consular dignity, the one your proconsul, the

“ other your licutenant, have been declared em-
« perars by the gencral consent of Africa. Let
“ us return thanks,” be boldly continued, * to
« ghe youth of Thysdrus; let us return thanks
% to the faithful people of Carthage, our gene-
“ pous deliverers from an horrid monster.—Why
“ do you hear me thus coolly, thus timidly ?
% other? why hesitate ? Maximin is a public
« enemy! may his enmity soon expire with him,
«_and may we long enjoy the prudence and feli-
« ity of Gordian the father, the valour and
w constancy of Gordian the son!"* The noble
ardour of the consul revived the languid spirit

of the senate. By an unanimous decree the clec-md de-
: . e

i .I -'i:-' !"-.7'-.- ‘mﬂ'-

During the emperor's absence, a detachment Avemes

of the prietorian guards remained at Rome, 40 mand

Renme snd,

¥ Been the servants of the Nouse, the seribes, Ao were exciuded, 1317+

and thelr office was fiied by the senators themssives. Weare obliged
1o the Angastine History, B 159, for preserving this cerious -
“tﬁﬂmdmw %

-m##wmmamhmﬂ
P 156, secms tramseribed by bim from the eriginal regisees af b
enate.
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m or rather to command the capital. - The
prefect Vitatinnns had signalized his fidelity to

Maximin, by the alacrity with which he had
obeyed, and even prevented, the eruel mandates

" of the tvrant. - His death alove conld rescue the

authority of the semate and the lives of the
senators, from a state of danger and suspence.
Before their resalves had transpired, a quastor
and sonie tribunes were commissioned to- take

equal boldniess- and success: and, with theif

bloedy daggers in their hands, ran through the
streets, proclaiming to the people and the sol-
diers, the news of the happy revolution. The
enthusivsm of liberty was seconded by the pro-

wmise of o large donative, in lands and money:

t&ﬂmafﬂaﬂminwmthmndmi

 twunsporty the authority of ‘the- two Gondians

and thie senate = and the example of Rome was

" fullowed by the rest of Taly. 8w aeks

aml pre-

A new spirit had arisen in “assembly;

paris fir 8 o long patience had been mmnqlbymm

«ivil warn

despotism and military licence. The senute as
sumed the reins of government, and, with a calm
intrepidity, prepared to vindicate by arms the
cause of fréedom.  Among the consular senators

recommended by their merit and services 10 the '
favour of the emperor Alexander, it was easy to
seleet twenty, not unequal to the command of

an sy, and the comduet of a war. T tesé

—ts . Y e ;
* Herodlin, L vii, p- 2H.

-?
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was the defence of Ialy entrusted. Each was car.

appointed to act in his respective department; V1

authorized to enrol and discipline the Italinn

Jmuth mmwmﬁemm

ighways, against the impending invasion of

Hnwm&rlnputﬂ. chosen from

the most illustrious of the senatorian and eques-

trian orders, were dispatched at the same time to

thugmunnrsal'thn several provinees, enrnestly

conjuring them to fly to the assistance of their

‘eountry, and Lo remind the nations of their an-

cient ties of friendship with the Roman senate

and people. The general respect with which

these deputics were received, and the zeal of

Italy and the provinces in favour of the senate,

sufficiently prove that the subjects of Maximin

were reduced to that uncommon distress, in

which the body of the people has more to fear

from oppression than from resistance. The cons

sciousness of that melancholy truth, inspires a

mnﬂaﬂwﬁ-’; llh:!nm to befo'm:l

in those civil wars which are netifie : ¥

for the benefit of & few auﬂm ‘and desigt

leaders® TR
Furwﬂllﬁlmnhhe Gordians was em-Defoa wua

braced with sushidiffusive ardour, the Gordians|y "

themselves were no more.  The feeble court of Sondians,

b w37,

Casthage was alarmed with thempdwmmr
Capelianus, governor of Mauritanin, who, with a
M*anvmmus. and a fierce host of bar-

'\Hl

* Herodiss, l'.'ﬂi,,;j. 243, L siil, p. 277, Hist Asigwer. p 156=
153

VoL. I. u
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¢ uar. barians, sttacked a faithful, but unwarlike pro-
VE-_jince. The younger Gordian sallied out to meet
the enemy at the head of a few guards, and a

numeérous undisciplined multitude, educated in
the peaceful lusury of Carthage. His uscless

valour served only to procure him an honourable

) A

death in the field of battle.  His aged father,

whose reign had not exceeded thirty-six days,
put an end to his life onthefirstnews of the defeat.
to thie conqueror, and Africa was- po
rapacious cruelty of a slave, ohliged to satisfy hiss
unrelenting master with a large account of blood

and treasure. %

Riection of The fate of the Gordians filled Rome w >

Maximus
anill Hailr-

but unexpected terror. The senate convoked in

nus by the the temple of Concord ; affected to transact the

Iusiness of the day ; and seemed to dé-
s trembling auxiety, the consideration

of their own, nd the public danger., A silent
consternation ed on the nss&dlwn.ﬁul. .
senator, of the name and family of Trajan, awaks

ened his brethren from their fatal lethargy. He

represented to them, that the chaoice of cautious

tﬁhtorymmhndbmhqﬁmewtofm&i
power; that Maximin, implacable by nature,

f
' |
i

|

-

« Merdian, L Vil, pr 255  Hist. Augu. p 150-160, Wemay
M.Mnmmdmmftﬁwdm'kﬁ ,E

jmmdﬁmhnmrmﬁnwim:w
reading of one yenr and six monthe Sve Commentar. . 193 20
aimns relates, L1 17, that the 1o Gondians perisbed by 3 teri-

)
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dnd exasperated by injuries, was advancing to- cuar.
wards Ttaly, at the head of the military force of "™

the empire; and that their only remaining alter-
native, Wﬂt‘ﬁbﬁl‘)ﬁﬂﬂﬁtm bravely in the
field, or 80 exprect the tortures and igno-
minigus ¢ reserved for unsuccessful rebellion.
“« We have lost,” continued he;  two excellent
* princes; but unless we desert ourselves, the
“ hopes of the republic have not perished with
“ the Gordians, Many are the senators, whose
* virtues have d:perﬂ!d, and whose abilities
~ wuu!ilmhm the ﬁnperfn? dignity. Let us
"ei“acttwu emperors, one of whom may con-
% duct the war against the public efemy, whilst
“ his colleague remains at Rome to direct the
“ civil administration. Icheerfully expose mysell
“ to the danger and envy of the nomination,
“ and give my vote in favour of Maximus and
> Bn]hllms Ratify my choice, conscript fathers,
¥ ora in their place, others more 'nﬂrtlhy
“ of the empire." The gencral a
silenced the whispers of jenlousy; the merit of the
candidates was universally ar.knmrhﬁpﬂ inﬁ'
the house resounded with the sincere neclama-
tions, of “ long life and victory to the emperars
“« Maximus and Balbinus. You are happy in the
“ judgment of the senate; may the republic be
* happy under your administration

4 Sag the Augustan history, p. 166, from the registers of the se
naie s thevaie b confesscdly Gnlty, bt the coincidence of the
Apuilinarian games miulio uw to correet it

v 2
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cuap,  The virtues and the reputation of the new em-
%“‘Lﬂ_ perars justified the most sanguine hopes of the
hel; che- Romans. 'The varions nature of their talents
et omed to appropriate to each his peculiar de-
partment of peace and war, without leaving room
for jealous emulation. Balbinus was an admired
arator, a poet of distinguished fame, and o wise
magistrate, who had exercised with innocence
and applausethe civil jurisdiction in almost allthe
interior provinces of the empire. His birth was
nolle his fortune affluent, his manners liberal
and affable. In him the love of plensure was
corrected hy a sense of dignity, nor had the babits
of ease depriveil him of a capacity for business.
The mind of Maximus was formed in a rougher
mould, By his valour and abilitics he had raised

: from the meanest origin to the first em-
ployments of the state and army.  His victaries
@ﬁwmﬁe Germans, the ans
ferity of is life, and the rigid impartiality of his
justice, whilst he was prefect of the city, com-
manded the esteem of o people, whase affections
were engaged in favour of the more amiable

Balbinus, The two colleagues had hnth:-ﬁl?!l:

ardl the adogted -on af Theophanes, the Greek Wighriss. ‘Balbus
.mmaﬁugwwhmuw.'##
sersad it by the cloquenes of Cieero (see Orst. pro Cornel- Balbak
Tnefﬂumupwcwnu-mhmm'mw :
searct services in the civil war)  ralsed hin (o the w-ﬂhﬂrﬂ"'
pontiiate, uniss wevee yet pomesnd by & sangee. The nephes
Wayle, an mot Balbws, wheve e 4 e+ the mevezal persont
lhnmutnﬂﬂh'MHundmm.hnﬂﬂ"‘
fumict wiiters concerning them.
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eonsuls (Balbinus had twice enjoyed that honour- © Iu.:.
able office), both had been named among the
twenty lieutenmnts of thesenate; and sincetheone
was sixty, and the other seventy-four years old,’
they had humwmmumumﬁtynflga
and experience.

After the sennte had conferred on Maximus Tomul o
and Balbinus an equal portion of the mnsuiuru..mm,.
and Aribunitian power, the title of fathers of 7 Créies
thelr country, and the joint office of supreme Cess.
poutiff, they ascended to the capitol, to return
thanks to the gods, protectors of Rome* The
rolemn rites of sacrifice were disturbed by a se-
dition of the people.  The licentions multitude
veither loved the rigid Maximus, nor did they
sufficiently fear the mild and hbumane Balbinus.

Their increasing numbers surrounded the temple
of Jupiter; with obstinate clamours they asserted
their inherent right of consenting to the election
of their sovereign ; and demanded, with an ap.
parent m ,_bﬂidm the two empe-
rors chosen ly ﬂmnﬂuﬁ. %
of thé family of the Gordians,

of gratitude to those princes who had sacrificed
their lives for the republic. At the head of the

ﬂtj'—g‘unrth, and the youth of tlm equestrian

armrsmnawa

L Tamiras, L xll, p G20 umwunhnd-_
iy of a modern Greck, s grosly ignocant of dba hissery
of e third eantury, that he crenbes srvernl imaginary coperors,
ﬂ&mmﬂuwhuruﬂ;um
- Henil, po 850, supposss. that the sesatewas st fira
lhﬂllnl and in very elagoent on the occaddon,  The
mm‘r!.llﬂ, soans misch more suthenthe

3
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CHAP. order, Maximus and Balbinus attempted 1o cus

YiL

Muximin

their way through the seditious multitude. The
multitude, armed with sticks and stones, drove
them back into the capitol, It is prudent to
yield when the contest, whatever may be the issue
of it, must be fatal to both partics. A bay, only
thirteen years of age, the grandson of the nltiur._
and nephew of the younger, Gordian, was pros
duced to the people, invested with. the ornaments
and title of Caesar. The tuinull was appeased by
this easy condeseension ; and the two emperors,
28 soon as they had been peaceably acknowledgs
ed in . Rome, prepared to defend Italy agminst
the common enemy, ol

Whilst in Rome and. Africa revolutions suc.

m’;:uﬁwdﬂd each othér with such amazing rapidity,

thelr

peters

wnd the mind of Maximin was agitated by the most
R arious passions, He is said to have rtmm‘.lthﬂ
news of the rebellion of the Gordians, and of the

WHE,MM against him, uot with the
mﬂlﬂ' of a man, but the rage of o wild beast;
which, as it could not discharge itself on the dis-

tant senate, threatened. the life of his son, of his

friends, and of all who ventured to approach. H‘ L

person, _The grateful intelligence of the death

«of the Gordians was quickly followed by the as-
surance that,the senate, laying aside all hopes of

pardon or accommodation, had substituted in
thefr room two emperors, with whose merit he
could not be unacquainted. Reyenge was the

only consolation left to Maximin, and Bevenge

could only be obtained by arms, The stfength
of the legions had been gssembled b_y.&lumdﬂ

il k™

19e-
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from all parts of the empire. Three successful crar
‘tians, had raised their fame, confirmed their
discipline, and even increased their numbers, by
filling the ranks with the flower of the barbarian
youth. The life of Maximin had been spent in

war, and the candid severity of history cannot
I'Efl_ll,&’llm the valour.of a soldier, or.even the
ahilities of an experienced general® It might
naturally be expected, that a prince of such a
character, instead of suffering the rebellion to

gain stability by, delay, should immediately have
marched from the banks of the Danube to tllm

of the Tyber, and that his victorious army, in-

stirated by contempt for the senate, and eager to
gather the spoils of Italy, should have burned

with impatience to finish the easy and lucrative
conguest. Yet as far as we can trust to the ob-

soure chrunuiugjr af that per:ml,’ it appears that

: 'llllm

Emp tog. fil, oo 700, - -—
'm-ur the writery of that l’rlh!'u'lﬂifim:

perplexity. 'l."gkm:hﬂ Maximus nnd Ballinng were Lilked
Muring the Herwdian, L pill, p 2685, The au-
Ahoehy of lmlqrﬁhlﬁ e Natall, ¢ 18} wnabis us to 63 thos
‘pumcs, with certality, th the yoar $342, but feawe® e in ignotmnoe of
thyy month er day. 2, The slegtion of Gundian tqr:h--hph
Sixoid, with equal certaingy, H&llﬂhﬂ{lﬁy ul.n
Fiess iy Mlpmaver, whether it mﬁmmg_ gm. yeur.
Tilleimsiet 2had Murstori, =ho maintain the two oppodis oplaions,
bring dndo thae felid o desaltory trixip of suibearithin, ¢anjectares, and
Fﬁkyh.lu. ']!'h wne seems to draw oud, the other 1o gontraet, the
ﬂrhnfnlntlhtm those porioda, more than cun be well reconrilng
, 4 penson amd Misterw, - Yt it | necesstary W chooie between theie

U4
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cuar the eperations of some foreign war deferred the
VIl ealian expedition till the ensuing spring. From
the prudent conduct of Maximin, we muy learn

that the savage featuresof his characterhave been
exaggerated by the pendl of party, that his pas-

sions, however impetuous, submitted to the force

of reasen, and that the barbarian possessed sowe-
thing of the generous spirit of Sylla, who sub-

dued the enemies of Rome, before he suffered

himself to revenge his private ;g;u:
Marches Wh. “tgw_ of Maximin, VAncin K-h
T: l‘;&“f'modk-i arder, arrived at the foot of the Julisn
Februscy. Alps, they were terrified by the silence and desos
Iation that reigned on the frontiers of Ttaly. The .
villages and open towns had been abandoned on
their approach by the inhabitants, the cattle was
driven away, the provisions removed, or destray-
efl, the bridges woke down, nor was any thisg
left which could afford either shelter or sub-
sistence to an invader, Such bad been the wise
orders of the generals of the sengte; whose de-
sign was to protract the war, to ruin the army of
Maximin hy the slow operation of famine, and to
consume his strength in“the sieges of the prin-
cipal citics of Haly, which they had plentifully
stored with men and provisions from the deserted
fugeor - country. * Aquileia received and withstood the
! first shock of the invasion, The streams that
issue from the head of the Fladriatic gulf; swelled
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' by the melting of the winter snows,' opposed mm'!.

an unexpected obstocle to the arms of Maximin,
At length, on asingular bridge, constructed, with ™
art and difficulty, of large hogsheads, he trans.
ported his myﬂ,ﬂwm rooted up
the Imutﬂtm in the neighbourhood of
Aquilein, deraolished the suburbs, and employed
the timber of the buildings in the engincs and
towers, with which, on myﬁhhm
city. The walls, fallen to decay during the
security of a long peace, had been hastily repaired
om this sudden emergency; but the firmest de-
fence of Aquilein consisted in the constancy of
the eitizens ; all ranks of whom, instead of
ditmaved, were animated, by the extreme dan-
ger, and their knowledge of the tyrant’s unrelent-
ing temper.  Their courage was supported and
directed by Crispinus and Menophilus, two of the
twenty lieutennntsof the senate, who, with a small
body of regular troops, had thrown themselves
into the besieged pisce. The ariny of Maximin
'I'll_l'ﬂpl.'llﬂt'dﬂl repeated attacks. Lis mechine
Chprall 4'TeaTin, A B o 290 tng
aft 'rlne mm with the months of Jome or ‘with

1hint of FubABRYS #The-apinkon of & mn whto passad iy ik herweesi
e Alpa and the | i undoubiedly of gress weight; yop
Fobeerro, 1. That hm, of whirh Mwmial takes advan-
tage, fu 10 be found onty in'the Litin verdos, anB not I tlnl."-ml
wapof Hermlian, 2. That the victaltode of mme and rains, 1o shick

ﬁcuﬂhnufh!mmmmw

tutes the spring mther thin the t" ‘ﬁuﬁa
thet these several stronm, -M-ﬂﬂhﬁﬂ cunpiaed 1he
wmytlnnmuﬂmmmh\ln
gl They are abowt twelie miles 19 the et of Aquilcia. Som
Eliver, loaia, toum 3 p. 456, &c
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CHAP. Why showers of artificial fire, and the '
ik enthusiasm of the Aquileians was exalt-
g n! into a confidence of success, by the opinion,
that Belenus, their tutelar deity, combated in
person in the defence of Lis distressed wm-nlup-
Condict urpm;-hﬂ emperor Maximus, who had adv anr:ed as
Maximit por ag Ravenna, to secure that important fHace,
and to hasten the military prepatations, beheld
the event of the war in the move faithful mirror
of reason and policy. He was too sensible, that
a single town could not resist the persevering
“efforts of a great army ; and he dreaded, lest the
enemy, tired with the obstinate resistancerof
Aquilein, should on » swdden relinquish the
fruitless siege, and march directly towards Rome.
The fate of the empire, and the cause of freedom,
'mﬂmbemmmmed to the chance of a battle;
qul'lrh::l mm@ he oppose to the veteran
- the Rhine nnrl Danube?  Some
troops mlr levied among the generous, but
enervated, youth of Italy, und a body of German
auxilinries, on whose firmness, in the hour of
trial, it was dangerous to depend.  In the midst
ni'ﬁtm;uﬂtllunm.thﬂmukeuf:}u:MM s
spiracy punished the crimes of Maximin, and
de]hrzml Rowe and the senate from the calami.
ties that would nlrelj have attended the ‘lfmtﬂn'
of an enraged barbarian,

= Herodian, L viil, p. 272, The Celtic deity wnb swpposed whe :
Apolloy und received, s the: thenks of the rmste.
A temple was lihewla o the Ruld, tn hobour of e
womn of Aquilein, who had gives up their Bulr 1o make coper for
the mifitary engines.
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. The people of Aguilein had scarcely expe- mu;_ »
rienced any of tlu:mnhauufumge.

their magazines were plentifully supplied, and N, or
several fountaing within the walls assured them of Xo=n
an inexhanstible resource of fresh water. Tlu.u- n. 238,
soldiers nt‘;ﬂqﬁmm were, on the contrary, ex- rioize
posed to the inclemency of the senson, the con- E
tagion of discase, und the horrors of famine.

The open country was ruined, the rivers filled

with the slnin, and polluted with blood. A spi-

it of despair anid disaffection hegan to diffuse it-

self among the troaps; and as they were cut off

from all intelligence, they casily believed that

the whole empire had cmbraced the canse of the
senate, and that they were left as devoted vie-

tims to perish under the impregnable walls of
Aquileia. The fierce temper of the tyrant was
-exasperated by disappointments, which ke imput-

£d to the cowardice of his army ; and his wanton

and ill-timed cruclty, instead of striking terror,
inspired hatred, Iﬂt_mt desire uf rﬂvuugt.

A Pm'ty uf Lori s, who

J“hls ‘near Rome, executed unmmﬂﬁ&
senate, . Maximin, abandomed by his guards,
-was slain in‘his tent, with his son (whom he had
associated to the honours of the purple), Anuli-
nus the prefect, and the principal ministess of
his tyranny.* Tluuightﬂf their. heads, Horne

m’l-ﬂ.d.p-!ﬁ Hist. Angust. po'l-“- The duras
ﬂﬂ‘m& peign has pot been defined nlth morh accsroey,
ezt by Eotropius, 'h;uq.m him three years and a few dagpe
- o

. "' :
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ciar. on the point of spears, convineed the citizens of
on m-:in, that the siege was at an end ; the gates
of the city were thrown open, a liberal market,
was pnmded for the hungry troops of Maximin,
and the whole army joined in solemn protesta-
tians of fidelity to the senate and the people of
Rome, and to their lawful emperors Maximus

Wis por- @il Balbinus.  Such was the deserved fate of
a brotul savage, destitute, as he has pencrally

been represented, of every sentiment that dis«
tinguishes a civilized, or even a buman being.

The body was suited to the soul.  The stature

of Maximin exceeded the measure of eight

feet, and circumstances almost incredible are
related of bis matehless strength and appetite.®

Had be lived in o less enlightened nge, tradition

snd poetry might well have described him s

wone of those monstrous gipnts, whose w

huim mwr exerted for the de-

Say «rthe At is easier to conceive than hmﬂ o

wore.  universal joy of the Roman world on thefall of
the tyrant, the news of which is said to have been’
carried in four days from Aquilein to m ;

The return of Maximus was n-l:iumplmlm

anp‘mlﬂf

=
i

Arnaamas e

n.h. h; niﬂ;ﬂnm Hqﬂqwf*lhnl_.'

the Giredk version of Peundis. i o L

-r.i,;m Toman feet #ied ome thind, gu-inr: to alwve
wight"Brglish ficet, ns 1he twn mlﬁ ﬁ the pro=
poriien to 967 ta 1000, See Gravens dlscourse o the Haman foots

We are told thut Maximin mql‘d m Il

bt even gatlons of win or futty poundy of
erumbily stones {1 his ha
m-nmhﬂugmltm
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sion; his colleague and young Gordian went out
to mect him, and the three princes made their
entry into the capital, attended by the ambassa-
dors of almost all the cities of Italy, saluted
with the splendid offerings of gratitude and su.
perstition, and received with the unfeigned ac-
clamations of the senate and people, who per-
suaded themselves that a golden age would suc-
ceed to an age of iron? The contluct of the two
emperors corresponded with these expectations.
They administered justice in person; and the ri-
gour of the one was tempered by the other’s cle-
mency. Theoppressive taxes with which Maxi-
min hod loaded the rights of inheritatce and
suceession, were repealed, or at least moderated.
Discipline was revived, and with the ndvice of
the senate many wise laws were enacted by their
imperial ministers, who endeavoured to restore
a civil constitution on the Tulns of military ty-
ranuy.  “ What reward may we expect for de-
« livering Rome from & monster 7” was the
question asked by Maximus, in a moment of
freedom and confidence.  Balbinus answered it
without esitation, * The love of the senate, of
« the peaple, and of all mankind.” < Alas?
replied Iiis mare penetrating colleague, « Alas!
w 1 drd the hatred of the soldiers; and the fatal
« effects of their resentment.™  His apprehen-
sions were but too well justified by the event.
'ﬁhw tetter of Clasnlics Folismu tle wminil, 19

“ghe o mmpernrs, in the Augustas Histury,
v Hist Augus. p 174

&01
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THE DECLINE AND FALL
- Whilst Maximus was preparing to def end Ttaly
[ the common foe, Balhinus, who remained

Seanion % 8¢ Rome, had been enguged in scenes of blood ™

LTS

and intestine discord. Distrust and jealousy’
reigned in the senate; and even in the temples
where they assembled, every senator carried either
open or concealed arms.  In the midst of their
deliberntions, two veterans of the guards, actu-
ated cither by curiosity or a sinister motive, au-
dncigusly thrust themselves into the house, and
advaiioed by degrees beyand the altar of Victory.
Gallicanus, a consular, and Miecenas, a prasto-
rian senator, viewed with indignation their inse=
lent intrusion : drawing their daggers, thqm
the spies, for such they deemed them, desd’at
the foot of the altar, and then advancing to the
door of the senate, imprudently exhorted the
‘multitude to massacre the pretorians, as'the se-
cret adberents of the tyrant. Those who escaped
the first fury of the tumult took refuge iff
the camp, which they defended with nlpl!ﬂ!" D
advantage against the reiterated attacks of the
people, assisted by the numerous bands of gli-’ %
diators, the property of opulent noblés. The
civil war lasted many days, with infinite lossand
confusion on both sides.  When the pipes were
broken that lﬁpp:liﬁlthe camp with water, ﬂ:e“ .i |
prietorians were reduced to intalerable distress;
but in their turn they made desperate sallies into
the city, set fire to ngrehtmunher nfhm,_;
and filled the streets with the blood of the mho;;'
bitants. The emperor Balhinus attempted, by
ineffectual edicts and precarious truces, to recon-

L
¢
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cile the factions MRMMMM, CHAP
though smothered for @ while, burnt with re- Vit
- doubled violence. Thé soldiers, detesting the™

senute and the people, despised the weakness of a
prince, who Wmﬂcw
to command the obedience of his subjects’

After ﬂlﬂaﬂuh death, his formidable ﬂm!nhmlmt
had acknowledged, from necessity rather thang ‘=
fram ehoice, the authority. of Mﬂﬂllmhmw
transported himself without delay to the camp
before Aquilcia.  As soon as he had received
their oathoof fidelity, be addressed them in terms
full of mildness and mederation ; lamented, ra-
ther than am:gmui the wild disorders of the
times, and assured the soldiers, that of all their
past conduct, the senate would remember only
their gencrous desertion of the tyrant, and their
voluntary return to their duty, Maximus en-
forced his exhortations by a fiberal donative,
purified the camp. Iu a solema. socrifice of ex-
piation, and then disnsisse thu,lug:nns to t.'lmr
several provinces, impres: e hoped, w
a lively sense of grnﬂtudnlnﬁ abe e
nothing eould reconcile the baugh
preetorians, They attended the. empcmrs on t!m
memorable day of their public entry into Rome;
but amidst the general acclamations, the sullen

countenance of the guards sufficiently
declared that they considered themselves as the
ohjeet, rather than the pnmﬂ-the triumph.
Whmﬂaﬁﬂn body was united in their camp,
those who had served under Maxinin, and those

¢ Hesudian, L viiiy p 238 s Herodiam, L wiii, p 203
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cuAr. who had remained at Rome, insensibly commis

s nndt - pEObk Mhmleﬂhedcdm
Ruibiwis, viding for the various emergencies of M

Vil pieated to each other their complatnts and ap
~pwehensions.  The emperors chosen by the amay

hadd perished with ignominy ; those cleeted by
the senate were seated on the throne. The long
discord between the civil and military powers
was decided by a war, in which the former had
btained a complete victory. The soldiers must
now learn a new doctrine of submission t6 the
sennte 3 and whatever  clemency was affected
by Ahat politic assembly, they dreaded a slow
_revenge, coloured by the name of discipling; and
justified by fair pretences of the publie good.
. But their fate was still in their own hands; and
if they had cournge to despise the vain terrdrs
of an impotent republic, it was easy to eon-
.mince the world, that these who were masters
Wm were masters of the authority; of :
he s M T i
reason of pro-

war, they were actuated by the secret desife
of weakeuing by division the despotism of the
supreme magistrate. Their policy was efieetual.
hﬂ it proved fatal Loth to their y
to themselves. Thl!jﬂhuuyul'pulerﬂilml.
ﬂmmﬂm !
imus despiscd Balbinus ns a Mﬂk‘dﬂ

was in his tumdmlunggkgg? ﬂﬂ :

v"ﬂnm Vi g Impenidently encugh in the 9
ﬂlﬂhﬂﬂn w:;pfﬁmﬂ-mtnmﬂﬂdd |

rhcumnf;mhm!l Hist. Auguat, ju 178
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abscure soldier. Their silent discord was under- cuae.
stood rather than seen;® but the mutual con- :_E_
wdmnmpremtadthmﬁmuﬂthgmany
vigorous mensures of defence against their com-
mon enemies of the pratorian camp. The
whole wui"ﬂw in the W
games, and the emperors were left almost alone
in the palace. ﬂnlmddnthqrmllﬂmd
h}hmnhufatrmp:f&qn-tam
sins, Ignorant of each ether's situation or de.
signs, for they already occupied very distant
* npartments, afraid to give or to receive assistance,
they wasted the important moments in idle de-
bates and fruitless recriminations. The arrival
of the guards put an end to the wain strife.
They seized on these emperors of the senate,
for such they called them with malicious con-
tempt, stripped them of their garments, and
dragged them in insolent triumph through the
streets of Rome, with a design of inflicting a
slow and cruel death on these unfortunate
princes. The fear of a rescue from the faith-
ful Germans of the imperial guards, shortened
their tortures ; and their bodies, mangled with
n thousand wounds, were left exposed to the
inn}uwwth:ﬁtynfth:mhm'

'MMMHFMMFH

Hist. August. p 170, mmmum
from some better writer. -

l-gn.yﬂr-m.u

¥YOoL 1. x
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CHAR - Tnthe space of a few montlis, six princes had.
_VIE jeen cut off by the sword. Gordian, who had.
Ton i already received the title of Cmesar, was the only.
Gordia 1 peony that vecurred g0 the soldiers as:proper 40
wic empe- fill the vacant threne.® They ' carried. him o
S the camp, and unanimously saluted hime Augustus.
and ‘emperor. - Hizname was dear to the senute
 andpeople; his tender age promised a long im-
punity of military licence; and the submission.of

' the véepublic; at the ex-

penice indeed of its freedom and dignity, from®

the horrors of & new civil war i the Lieart of
lhe‘mpilnl.’ . FLETRm T 5
_m-‘”ﬂ the third Gordian was only nineteen years
of Gordiur, OF age ut the time of his death, the history of his.
Nifie, were it known to us with greater accursacy
fhn it veally is, would:contain little more. thau

n  winisters, who by turns abused or ol
wﬂ:ﬁmmﬁmﬁdm;m,

ately after his accession; M:MW of
. o sl 2l i gl o 8 ARG
A o S L R g oo 960
ernpecut of. (e day i hiving, uf-his gy wksession, eI

Bgd s many awords, and put 20 W‘!

(Tl L TR L
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his mother's cunuchs, that pernicious vermin of r:ml’lf
the Enst, uhfnmthudaﬁd'mugﬂn}uu,had

op-

MWMWEM‘“
dian was deceived, and the honours of the empire
sold without ‘his knowledge, though in a
publie‘nanner, to the most M
kind. We are ignorant by what fortunate acéi’
dent the emperor escaped from this ignominious
slavery, and devolved his eonfidence ona mi-
nister; whose wise councils had no ohject except
the glory of his sovereign, and the happiness of
the people. It should seem that love and learning «. » 340,
introduced - Misitheus ‘%o ‘the favour of Gor—arm’,
dian. . The young prince married the duughter"""*‘“‘""
of his master of rhetoric, and promoted his fa-
ther-sin-law to the first offices of the empire.
Two admirable letters that passed between them

are still extant. The minister, with the conscious
dignity of virtue,
is delivered from the Mdﬂ?m;
and still more that he is sensible of his deliver-
ance. The emperor acknowledges, with an ami-
able confusion, the errors of his past conduct ;
and laments, with singular propriety, the misfor-
tune of a monarch, ﬁum whum n.“fnnu‘lmmlnt

R o 'ﬂ'mﬁfmﬂ“,mﬂ sl
'MF ﬂihluwn wrad that the young Gordian rathes.

ﬁmw toy thelr disgrace.

x 2
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cuaf. courtiers  perpetually labour to conceal  the
e LD -
St he life of Misitheus had been spent in the
f,'f.,m profession of letters, not of arms; yet such was '’
the versatile geniusof that great man, that, when
he was appointed pretovian prefect, he dis-
charged the military dutics of his place with vi-
gour and. ability. The Persians had invaded
Mesapotamia, and threatened Antioch. By the
persuasion of his futhes-in-law, the. young €m-
the last time reconded in history, the templeof
Janus, and marchedin person into the Bast. On
his approach with @ great. army, the Persians
withdrew their garrisons (rom the cities which
“they had.already. taken, and retired from the Bu-
phrates to the Tigris. Gordian enjoyed the plea-
sure of announcing to the senats the firsg success
of hissrms, which he ascribed with a becoming
ther and prefect. During the whole expedition,
Aisitheus watched over the safety and discipline
of the army; whilst he prevented their dangerous
murmurs by maintaining a regulur pleaty in the
camp, and by establishing ample magazines of
vinegar, bacon, straw, barley, and wheat, in all
the cities of ‘the frontier. But the g

i ATLR 1S Rl
* Dyxit uxeres Elam HMFMM“
porentsls sul putavitj et prefrctum ﬂhﬁﬂ.l F“.,""

iv, & 36 The philomphT

ptest by the love of Imowied@f
aud by the bope of peseirmiing s fos 09 [odia.
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of Gordian expired with Misithous, who died of cwaw,
a flux, not without very strong suspicions of poi- ™" ViL
son.  Philip, hhméumm'nm;mhmm
an Arab by birth, and consequently, in the earlier "
part of his life, a-vabber by profesdon. His rise
from so obseare a station to the first digmities of
the empire, seems to prove that he was a bold
and able leader. But his boldness prompted him
to aspire to the throne, and his abilities were em-
ployed to supplant, not to serve, his indulgent
master. The minds of the soldiers were irritnted
by an artificial scarcity, created by his contrivance
in the camp ; and the distpess of the army was
attributed to the youth and incapacity of the

ince. It is not in our power to trace the sue.
cessive stepg of the secret eonspiracy and open
sedition, which were at length fatal to Gordian.
A sepulchral monument was erected to- his me- Murder o

mory on the spot™ where he was killed, tnurthef":”;f‘

mmm the little river Much.

1

thnugﬁmw description, which 4"

m:.w-l] nlh:h; lht litla e u!'-l'-«llmlul], an, the
frontier of (he thvo empires

4 The inscripilon (which cantaiied & Wery singular pun) way eras-
&4 by the order of Licinins, whi clalined wine Gigrie of telationstip
ensPhibip (Mgt Anguus, po 16575 ot the temeber, or meund -I‘h-m-
ﬁﬂhﬂhm atill snibisted ja the winwe of Jullss,
See Answian Marcellin. xxifi, 5.

= Aureling Viown  Eutrop, v, 2. Owsiits, +il, 3. Ammismn
Murcelllnns, =uli, & - Bdwimius, L po 15 Fhilips whe woe o me
tire of Dostra, wes aboot ferty paare of age.

8
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CHAP. mwnter of our own times has traced of

VIL  ghe military government of the Roman empire.

- o

WU What in that age was called the Roman én-

« pire, was only an irregular republic, not ut-
« like the aristocracy® of Algiers® where the
« militin, possessed of the sovereignty, creates
«und deposes a magistrite, who is styled a dey,
« Perhaps, indeed, it may be Inid down as u
| that n military government i,
“ in some respects, ‘mare republican than mo-
w qurchical,  Not @nn it be said that the sol-
“"diers only partookiof the government by their
« disohedience and¥ebellions.  The speeches
“ made to them hy the cmperors, were they
“ not at length of the same nature as those
“ formerly pronounced to the people by the
*}sm&mﬂmﬂ*ﬁihﬁhﬂ?v And although the
@ armies had no regular place or forsts of ns-
@ gembly ;' though “their debates werd short,

& therestlt of cool reflection, did they not dis-
“ pose, with absolute sway, of uhHe

« tune? What wais the emperor, except the
“ minister of amrwm
“ the private benefit of the soldiers. "~
- % When the army had elected Philip, who
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“MMMMMW@#ME%E

“ﬂhmpumphmmbkhMum He 2
dindnd mmm

" Wk he of Cnsar; thﬂfa.m”

 refused him. He desired, ot least, he night

« be appointed praetorian prefect ; his prayer
+ was rejected.  Finally, he pleaded forhis life.
“ The army, in these several judgments, exer-
# cised the supreme magistracy.”  According to
mwmw

during the whole: transaction, had preserved
sullen silence, was inclined to spare the innocent
life of his benefactor; till, recollecting that his
innocence might excite a dangerous: compassion
in the Roman world, hcmml.wiﬂw:
mﬂ.mhumpphmtm should
:mmm mmnt death.

iy e mmmym.lm.m.mm'
f.g?;m with irsell v wit rr-mau. A X
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THR DECLINE AND FALL

solemnized the secular games with infinite pomp
. @nd magnificence. Since their institution or re<
vival by Augustus,' they had been celebrated
by Claudius, by Domitian, and by Severus, and
wmnwmqiﬂmﬁﬂhhmﬂ.nﬂthem
plishment of the full period of a thousand years
from the foundation of Rome. Every cirtum-
stance of the secular games was skilfully adapted:
mmspimthulupnnﬁmnmdtﬁhdeeplﬂ
solemn reverence, The long interval between
them* exceeded the term of human lifé; and as
none of the spectators had already seen them,
none conld flatter themselves with the -puruh
of beholding them a second time. The mystio
sacrifices were performed, during three nights,
on the banks of the Tyber; and the Campus
Martius resounded with music and dances, and
was lluminated with inoumerable lamps and
m m m‘uﬂ excluded
in these national vere

monies.- ﬁ-nhwmd‘twmtympwmﬂ
as many virgins, of noble familied; and whose
parents were hoth alive, implored the propitious
gﬁd:mfumd'th&pum Ind_ﬁ:l'ﬂr.w

MW e T it ol
"h-m [ the last sup mun- ._!!','
ned e , wis w0 Very doubtful and

o e ot W Y o B
copy of the secular games, weee lnvented by Bonifuce VIIT, the
mﬁrwp:mdmlhulrhdﬂ’nqﬂllm
Sce M. 1o Chais Lettres sur Jes Jubllbs. '
*mﬂamwamum# Varro sud

E:! m -""!hi‘mmnm“;
= Clmi ver, @1 not trae the el
mthi::plldlm,m. ! :
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of the rising generation mﬂgreltglom‘
thr

to the faith of

the Roman

hymns,
ancient
virtue, W

people! The magnificence of Philip's shows

and entertainments dazzled the cyes of the mul-
titude. The devout were employed in the rites

of superstition, whilst the reflecting few revolyed
in their anxious minds the past wm
future fate of the empire.

Since Romulus, with a small band of shq:lmnhfi:
M MWWQII hiils DROOY enplce.

the Tyber, ten centuries had already clapsed.™
Dll!llgﬂtn four first ages, the Romans, in the
laborious =chool of poverty, bad acquired the
virtues of war and government : by the vigerous
exertion of those virtues, and by the assistance of
fnrtunn, thcyhadd:mmd.mthnmmwpl'm
liunnmmdmg mtunm, un absolute empire

Emmmdﬂm

p]e.wfadmmﬂummmm neass of
mhnd.ﬂmndedwhhfhnnﬂﬁumd

*mm&mmﬂg
of Horsee, aud the description of W
‘m Pl reeelved caleulation of Varre ssslgnd o the Gemadathun of

Rome, dn wra that carresponds with the T34th year befure Clilat
“'m‘& ehronclogy of Home to be depended on, in the
ware carly nged, LRAE Sir Isasc Sowten hae hreught tse mme event
dsjow = the e 67T, '

318

ER L L e e

Mmﬁm
oracles, they would still. maintain the
the felicity,

Tine of
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L'Hdr. without adopting the spirit of Romans. A mier-
eentiry army, levied among the subjects and
‘barbarinns of the frontier, was the only order of
men who preserved and abused their mﬁq‘.ﬂﬂ-
ence. By their tumultuary election, n Syrian,
a Goth, or an' Arab, was exalted to the' throne
of Rome, and investod with despotic power over
e conquests and over the country of the
Scipm,a_ b1 A - e L

“T'he Himits of the Roman empire still extended
from the Western ocenn th the Tigrisand from
Mount Atlns to the Rhine and the Dandbe.
To the undiscerning eve of the vulgar, Philip
appedred a monurch  no less powerful: than
‘Hadrian or Augustus had formerly been. The
form was still the same, but the animating
health and vigour wore fled.  The industry-of

m

an ~and exhausted by 8
. . sion. The d
mmﬁw lmd prnppdth*m

of the state, was corrupted by the ambition, or
relaxed by the weakness, of the emperors. The
strength orm&wmermnmﬂ
sisted in nrms rather than in

wmmm
ﬂ"w TAPUCIQUSTESS 0T

tion of the barbasians; whuﬂnhﬁ!mmﬂiﬂl

dedmuftheﬂomm-; By -1

é;wﬁ'f*f
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Rome were in her bam the tyrants, and the
and feeble interest in therevolutions that might
‘happen beyond the Rhine and the Eupbrates.
‘But when the military order had levelled, inwild

waﬂfﬂwpmm, the laws of

MWMWM

Their vexatious inrosds were changed in

mmlwmmm;mm
tude of mutual calamities, myuihmnfnthn

form a prwinm iﬂﬁ uf the cha-

ter, Eﬁﬂiﬂd designs of those nations who
ﬂ'ﬂlg‘ﬁl the cause of Hannibal and Mithridates.




s THE DECLINE AND FALL '
cuap. - Inthe more early ages of the world, whilst the
VAL gypest that covered Europe afforded a retreat to a
Revai. . few wandering savages, the inhabitants of Asia
usm ol were already collected into populous cities, und
reduced under extensive empires, the seat of the
arts, of luxury, and of despotism. The Assyrians
reigned over the East,* till the sceptre of Ninus

and Semiramis dropt from the hands of their
enervated successors, The Medes and the Baby-
Innmw-“ﬂr-mm_w
swallowed up in the monarchy of the Persians,

whose arms could not be confined within the nar-

row limits of Asia. - Followed, as it is said, by

two millions of men, Xerxes, the descendantof

Cyrus, invaded Greece. Thirty thousand soldiers,

under the command of Alexander, the son of
Philip, who was intrusted by the Greeks with

their glory and revenge, were sufficient to subdue
Persie. The princes of the house of Selenvus

the East. About the same time that, by en i
nominious treaty, they resigned to the Romams
the country on this side Mount Taurus, they
were driven by the Parthians, an obscore horde
of Scythian erigin, from all the provinces of
Upper Asia. - mfmmﬁm
L Tl T =

*An i
Lzt ety sos g
cedanians, mwmmmmmﬂm
five ypars, from the accemsion of Ninis 10’ the defost of Antiechior

the Romuns, As the
hmmhw'nuwg
mm s The metrewinion] Shervvetions, mum“
Alczander, went fifty yemss higher.
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of Syria, was in its turn subverted by Ardshir,or "'
Artaxerxes, thefounder of a new dynasty, which,

under the name of Sassanides, governed Persia till
the invasion of the Arabs. - This great revalution,
whose mﬂm

experienced by the
Romans, happened in the fourth yearof Alexander
Severus, two hundred and twenty-six years after
the.christinn erad- 7 /B ol W bl -
Artaxerxeshad served with greatreputation in the pec.
t.hearmws nf.&ruhm.t.hnhsthngnfthcﬂwum
thians, and it-appears that he was: driven intosiored by
elihnﬂnbalhm hMﬂWﬁMm
tomary reward for superior merit. - His birth
wis obscure, and the obscurity equally gave room
1o the aspersions of his encmies, and the flattery
of his adberents. 1f wecredit the scandal of the
former, Artaxerses sprang from the illegitimate
commerce of a tanner's wife with a common sol-

T e e e . i L

*iny and thirty-sighth yexy of the erm’of Seltucus.
lﬂ.ﬁ;l‘rh[u.l- Iﬂ- m‘minm{mrhhlhm
of tle Orientals) B’ ty Butrehine ds high as the teth year
of Commodus g and th‘ﬂhﬂmuhnﬁrnﬁ;
P Ammianos Marcellious has w speailely copled Lo,
-ﬁmﬁhrﬂeﬁmﬁﬁtm st e describes the.
mﬂmmﬂ-uﬂﬂgﬁth“
middle of the foirh century. S

* Theasmnur's name wax Babes, the ﬂu’i Sammn § from. the
W#u:ummﬁmmmm
mnmmmwum T T

/ N
L
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CHATe vatécitizens® 1 As the linenl heig of themonars
v chyyhie asserted his right to the throne, and chml-
T lenged: the noblestask of delivering the: Persinns:
above five centurics since the death of Darin!

The Parthinns weee defeated in three great bt

tles, In the last of these thir king Artaban was!

slaing and the spirit of the nation was for ever:
broken.” 'The authority of Artaxerses was'$o-/

lemaly acknowledged in a great assembly heldat

- Badch in: Khorasan. - Fwo  younger branches of
‘theroyal house of Arsaces were confounded’
funong the prostrate’ satraps. A third, more’
mindful of ancient grandeur than of present ne=
cessity, attenipted to retire, with a numerous train”
of vassals, towards their kinsman the king of
Armenia; but this little army of deserters was:
intercepted, and cut off, by the vigilance of the”
congueror,” who holdly assumed the double dia-

desm, and the title of king of kings, which had-
beenenjoyed by his predecessor. - But these pom=

pous titles, instead of gratifying the vanity of the’
Persian, served only to adinonish him of his duty, -

and to inflame in his soul the ambition of restors

mﬁmﬁnn-ﬁﬂwwhﬁmr
w R . e . A
Mm'wﬂ, " xhlmgnﬂmklimuuﬂqf .
tion ol U Dﬂum mﬂnn&n
raligien. tions Of Eumpeuﬁ)hm MMW

< Wiyt i
= L e i

" See Mosey Chorenensie, L ii, & 85-TL
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mmmh

M&mmmm, et
explained the rmmmam
hmu,nndwwen]l mdlﬁmmtlj'durdedhya

unbelievers, by the infallible decision of a general
conngil, the picus Artaxerses summoned the
Magi from- all parts of his dominions. These

priests, who bad so long. aigllﬁlyin mnw and

many ags nge 12 he Iuﬂulm_g-___ . ﬁ'n-u.ugm'
: suillciently -wmd-ﬁlnﬁmnlu ul those mritings,
_I'Mhumnmlw and fransisted inte
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exiar, 50 tupuituous an assembly could not have been
s diggeted by the authority of reason, or influenced
T by the art of policy, the Persian-synod wasres
dnoed, by successive operations, to. forty. thows

sand, 10 four thousand, to four hundred, to forty;

and at last to seven Magi, the most respected for

their learning and piety, . One of these, Erdavi-

raph, a young but holy prelate, reccived from

the hands of his brethren three cups of soporis
ferous wine, He drank them off, and instantly

fell into a long and profound sleep.. As soom as

he waked, he related to the king and to thebe-
lieving multitude, his journey to heaven, and

his intimate conferences with the Deity. Every

dauibt wassilenced by this supernatural evidence;

and the articles of the faith of Zoroaster were

most impartant transactions, both in peace sl

war, with the Roman empire® . «om0 o8

Perslan Th[: gﬂﬂt« m mﬂﬂmtdg m‘m‘%
twa firine tom, was the Mm‘ﬂ mﬁ
G ciplesy abold and injudicions attempt of easterm
philosophy to reconcile the existence of moral

e e L miicd

' yde de Religionn yoterums Peswcc, #. JF

' | hgve principally drawn this scoount Grom thy Zendavests of

M. d'Apquetil, andt the Ssdder, mibjoined t5 De. Hyde's trestis

i st brwever, Le eonfrssed, that the vtodicd obscurity of &

‘th fgnrstise siyle of the Rusts i tha decsiets :‘E |
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and physical evil, with the attributes of a benefi- crar.
cent Creator and Governor of the world. The YUF

first and original Being, in whom, or by whom,
the universe exists, is denominated in the writings
of Zoroaster, time without bounds ; but it must
be confessed, that this infinite substance seems
rather a metaphysical abstraction of the mind,
than a real object endowed withself-consciousness,
ur possessed of moral perfections.  From either
the blind, or the intelligent operation of this in-
finite time, which bears but too near an affinity
with the chaes of the Greeks, the two secondary
but active principles of the universe, were from
each of them possessed of the powers of creation,
but each disposed, by his invariable nature, to
exercise them with different designs. The prin-
ciple of good is eternally absorbed in light; the
principle of evil eternally buried in darkness.
The wise benevolence of Ormusd formed man
capable of virtue, and abundantly provided his
fair habitation with the materials of happiness.
By his vigilant providence, the motion of the
planets, the order of the seasons, and the tem-
perate mixture of the elements, are preserved.
But the malice of Ahriman has long since pierced
Ormusd's egg: or, in other words, Jhas violated
the harmony of his works. Since that fatal ir-
ruption, the most minute articles of good *and
evil are intimately intermingled and agitated to-
gether ; the rankest poisons spring up amidst the
most salutary plants; deluges, earthquakes, and
VOL. 1. Y
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conflagrations, attest the conflict of nature, and
the little world of man is perpetually shaken by
vice and misfortune, While the rest of human
kind are led away captives in the chains of their
infernal enemy, the faithful Persian alone reserves
his religious adoration for his friend and protector:
Ormusd, and fights under his banner of light, in
the full confidence that he shall, in the last day,
share the glory of his trinmph. At that decisive.
period, the enlightened wisdom of goodness will
render the power of Ormusd superior to the fu-
rions malice of his rival. Ahriman and his fol-
lowers, disarmed and subdued, will sink into their
native darkness; and virtnewill maintain theeter-
nal peace and harmouy of the universe.!

The theology of Zoroaster was darkly compre.
hended by foreigners, and even by the far greater
number of his disciples; but the most careless
plicity of the Persian worship. « That people,”
says Herodotus,® “ rejects the use of temples;
 ofaltars, and of statues, and smiles at the folly
“ of those nations, who imagine that the gods
“ are sprung from, or bear any affinity with, the
* human nature. The tops of the highest moun--

man inte an inforlor but rebellious apirit. Thels desice of plos=
ing 120 mahometans may have contributed b0 refioe their i
Eysiem.

- = Herodots, L iy & 131 But Dr. Pridesux thinks, with st

iy
- g

som, that e e of temiples was afterwirs permiited in the maghs

J __.-.". e =il e S T
- :

.
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- mmuutheplnces chosen for sacrifices. Hymns CHAP..
“ and prayers are the principal worship ; the su- .

« preme God who fills the wille eirele of hea-
“ ven, is the ohject to whom they are addressed.”

Yet, sttheMiﬂ ‘the true spirit of &
polytheist, he accuses them of adoring earth,
water, fire, the winds, and the sun and moon.

But the Persians of every age have denied the
charge, and explained the egquivocal: eonduct,
which might appear to give a colour to it. The
elements, and more particularly fire, light, and
the sun, whom they called Mithra, were the ob-

jects of , their religious reverence, because they
considered them as the purest symbols, thenoblest

productions, and the mast powerful agents of the
divine pewer and nature.”

Every mode of religion, to make a deep andCermenis
llltil:lg impression on the human mind, must ex- preeeps.

ercise our obeilience, by enjoining practices of
devotion, E:;thu.h wecan nmgn 0o reason and

portion of - tbghtlaer » At the age of puberty,
" the faithful Persian was invested with a mysteri-

ous girdle, the badge of the divine .protection;
and from that moment, all the actions of his life,
even the most indifferent, wﬁunﬁm

"Iﬁhﬁlﬂl;?nn!. wunwngmmw
ticge and protestatfone, which seom smncere enough, thelr ryrams,
the mubemetans, have cgnstantly stigmatised them as idclntross
wiarshippers of the fire,

¥e
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

A were sanctified by their peculiar prayers, cjacu- _
* lations, or genuflexions; the omission of which,

under any circumstances, was a grievous sin, not
inferior in guilt to the violation of the moral
duties. The moral duties, however, of justice,
mercy, liberality, &c. were in their turn required
of the disciple of Zoroaster, who wished to escape
the persecution of Ahriman, and to live with Or- |
musd inn Dlissful eternity, where the degree of
felicity will be exactly proportioned to the de-

gree of vietus and plety. W e

which Zoroaster lays aside the prophet, assumes

the legislator, and discovers a liberal concem
for private and public happiness, scldom to be
found among the groveling or visionary schemes
of superstition. Fasting and celibacy, the com

condemns with abhorrence, as a criminal rejec.
in the magian religion, is obliged to DEgE
children, to plant useful trees, todestroy Do |
ous animals, to gonvey water to the dry lasd
of Persin, and to work out his - salvation by
pursuing all the labours” of agriculture. . W

may quote from the Zandavesta a wise and b
nevolent moxim, which compensates for manf
an absurdity. % He who sows the ground with

., "
4 Y .

= Ggg the Sadder, the mﬂluttﬂtﬂ}‘wmﬂ; \
g‘:,ﬂ.,h.,- prayers; &c. were required whenever |

Mumn-ﬂ.«ﬂmunm = he d
sacred girdle,  Sedder, An. 14, 50, 60. . v
i )
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€ care and tlmgtncr,mqnirm o greater stock cHAP.

“ of religious merit, than he could gain by the

“ repetition of ten thousand prayers™ In the
mngufmrmlmmumm
tined to represent the primitive equality, and
jection, of mankind. The stately
kings of Persia, em:hangmg their vain pomyp for

more genuine greatness, freely mingled with the
humblest but most useful of their subjefts. On

that day the husbandmen were admitted, with-
out distinction, to the table of the king and his
satraps. ‘The monarch acey !S&L-'g
inquired into their gl'iﬂ‘nnﬂ&l, lmﬂ

“ your labours, was he accustomed to say (and
“ to say with truth, if not with sincerity), from
% your labours, we receive our subsistence ; you
* derive your tranquillity from our vigilance ;
“ since, therefore, we are mutually necessary to

m& other, let us live tﬂgethf.r like brothers

in concord and lov i nfmnvnl mnul

potie enpire, into 8’ '.‘henfriml epresentatio
hut it was at least a comedy well wnrﬁ:y of a
royal audience; and which might sometimes im-
print o salutary lessgn on the mind of a young
prince.

An ey AR

Had Zoroaster, in all his mhﬂwﬂﬂ Puwer
ably supported this exalted character, his name o dvg

"“ﬂhﬂ dﬂﬂe a place with those of Nunmi and

'fﬁili'ﬂl, fomsd i 224, and Procs do Syiteme &c Faroustes,
T

* lgde de Religione Persarum, . 19,
Y3
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cuap. Confucius, and his system would be justly entit-
VI fed to all the applause, which it has pleased some
“of our divines, and cvén some of our philoso.

phers, to bestow on it. But in that motely com-
position, dictated by reason and passion, by en-
thusiasm and by selfish motives, some uscful and
sublime truths were disgraced by a mixture of
the most aliject and dangerous superstition. The
mﬂgl or mnlmal order, were extremely nu-

since, as we have already seen, fourscore
m‘w*m ‘were convened in @ general
colincil. Their forces were multiplied by disci-
pline. A’ vegular hierarchy was diffused through
all the provinces of Persia; and the Archima-
gus, who resided at Balch, was respected as the
visible head of the church, and the lawful sue-
* ceslor of Zoroaster” The property of the magi

wm&mﬂlle BﬂHﬂthe[eumvﬁuu :
“the most fertile lands

f Media, they levied a general tax on the
fortumes ‘and the industry of the Persinns’
“ Though your good works,” saya the interested
prophet, “ exceed in number the leaves of ﬂl‘!

* Hyde de Raligivne Persasum, <. 98, Both Hyde and hﬂ-ﬂ_
alfect ta apply to the magisn, the terms mum-ludumm—

* Ammizn: Mdresllin. xxiii, #. n-uhuq-mh; 7

credie bim) of twe eftions partioulars; L That the magl

poma of their most seeret doctrines from the Indinn hrachmans ; &

2. That they were & tribe or fumily, as well as order.
* The divine institation of tythes exbibits s singnisr tnsaoee of
:Mm;,rhn-mptm-fmnrm Thast
wha wiheraise wecount for it, may suppose, if they ploase, that
b latter times hsertcd 0 uselul an interpalaiion [nt9
vrmium
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= trees, the drops of rain, tl!ﬂstursmﬂmhmqﬂgn&'?-

« ven, or the sands on the seasshore, they will
“ all be unprofitable to you, unless they are
* uccepted by the destour, or priest.. To obtain
* the acceptation of this guide to salvation, you.
“ must faithfully pay him tythes of all you pos-
* sess, of your goods, of your lands, and of your
» money. If the destour be satisfied, your scal
« will escape hell tortures; you will secure praise
% in this world, and happiness in the next. For
% the destours are the teachers of religion; they
“ know all things, and they deliver all men.™
These convenient maxims of reverence and
implicit faith were doubtless impringed with care
on the tender minds of youth, since the wmagi
were the masters of ‘education in Persia, and to
their hands the children even of the royal family
were intrusted”  The Persian priests, who were
of aspeculative genius, preservedand investigated
. the Mﬂwﬁi i:l:lilnuuphj. and ncquired,
either by superior knowledge or supc.n r_art,

“‘Eﬂlﬁ- Thuﬂ! uf mare m s

mixed with the world in courts and cities; and it
is nh:u,rvedlfkﬂhe administration of Artaxerses
was in a great measure directed hwthe connsels of
“the sacerdotal order, whose digosty, vither from

policy, or devotion, that pmp,g!- e ‘Em
m:plﬂnduur. : i

-
'm .hhﬂ. " Plao in Altihiad
’mmm L axx, c. 1) obeerves, thal o indd map-
ind by the'triple chain of religion, of piyac, asnd el wtrehomy.,
-5 Aguibiog, Ly g 13,
Y4
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The first counsel of the magi was agreeable to
the unsociable genius of their faith,® to the
practice of ancient kings," and even to the ex-
ample of their legislator, who had fallen a victim
to a religious war, excited by his own intolerunt
zeal.® By anedict of Artaxerxes, the exercise
of every worship, except that of Zorouster, was
severely prohibited. The temples of the Pare
thians, and the statues of their deified monarchs,
were thrown down with. ignominy.*. The sword

of - “(such was the name glﬂn*'hy the

to the polytheism and philosophy of
the Greeks) was easily broken;® the flames of
persecution seon reached the more stubborn Jews:
and christians ;" nor did they spare the beretics:
of their own nation and religion. The majesty
nﬁmmmjenlm:f a rival, was se-
conded by the despotism of Artaxerxes, whocould
not suffer a mm;mmw

vast empire were soon reduced to the inconsi-

derable number of eighty thousand s Thh!p%

* Mr. Hume, in the Nutural Hw-,r-lmm wﬂd-

marks, m::mmmummpummmmm-mﬂrﬂ;

moat intolerant.
* Cicern de Logibaa, 1, 10 xu-.n:muﬂnﬂmzlﬂ
i e B T, 4. Dl i
c. 23, 2%, erbelot
Orientale Zordusle. Lifle of Zorvaster, in tem. il of the Eendrvests,
* Compare Moses aff Cherene, L ii, c. 74, with Ammisn, Mam,
eellin, xwiil, &, Ilmnnrllhlllmlhu-n{lhu
* Babkil Abrahim in the Tarikh Schickard, !ﬂ.lnl.
* Basnige Histoire dex Juifs, 1. viil, & %, Pﬁuu-,!.i.ﬁ!—
mﬁﬂmwm% ‘_ﬂim
a8 well as a chiiatian heretie, Hh
o lﬂﬂﬂmrﬁl‘-hm &
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of persecution reflects dishonour on the religion cuae

of Zoroaster; Lut as it was not productive of any

civil commotion, it served to strengthen the new

monarchy, by uniting all the various inhabitants

gf Persia in the bands of religions zeal.
1. Artaxerxes, by his valour and econduct, Boasiie.

had wrested the sceptre of the East from the an-jry; o™

cientroyal family of Parthia. Thnmmllmmnmadﬁmw in

the more difficult task of tslahlhﬁtng,w-m

the vast extent of Persia, a uniform and vigorons

administration. The weak indulgence of the Ar-

sacides had resigned to their sons and brothers

the principal provinces, and the greatest offices

of the kingdom, in the nature of hereditary pos-

sessions. The vifare, or eighteen most powerful

satraps, were permitted to assume the regal

title; and the vain pride of the monarch was

delighted with a nominal dominion over so

many vassal kings. Even tribes of barbarians in

Lhe:r mmmhinl, a.'nd the Greek cities of Uppen

Parthian empire exhibited, under ﬁ@
hvelytmgenfthet‘eu&daym:*m&s :
since prevailed in Europe.  But the active vic-

s

& These culuubu mm, numermii. ., Soloucus  Nicater

ﬁmﬂm"mﬂm-ﬂw froce hlmeelf, or ﬂhl
relatians (e Applan in Syrise. 5 124). The era of §  (aiTl
in use among the esstern chiristians) ﬁimnlhiirm

of Cheist 196, on the medals of the Greek eities withil the Partbim
emplre. hﬁthiﬂh.wl.t,pmuﬂmhuﬂ
Mem. e Y Azadermy, tom. 3T .

" The modern Persians ditinguish that period a9 the dymasty of
phe Kings of the pations.  Sce Fhis. Hissy Nat, vi, 34
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tor, at the head of a numerous and disciplined
-army, visited in person every province of Persia.

~ The defeat of the boldest rebels, and the reduc-

tion of the strongest fortifications,' diffused the
terror of his anus, and prepared the way for the
penceful reception of his authority. An obstinate
resistance was fatal to the chiefs; but their fol-
lowers were treated with lenity.! A cheerful sub-
mission was rewarded with honours and riches;
but the prudent At no person
except himself to asswine the title afkim. abo-

Nlished every intermediate power between the

Exent andthrone and the people. His kingdom, ncarly

ppulutios

of Persin,

equal in extent to modern Persia, was, on every

- side, bounded by the sea, or by great rivers; by

the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Araxes, the Oxus,
and the Indus, by the Caspian sea, and the

-Mnﬁ‘mim‘“ That country was computed

..J b i ]

sEomml SE o o

¥ wtary o Nimiw ond Seylla
" Agathias, i, 166 The peinces of Sogestan defenied thelr ine
dependence Jduring many years.  As romances genetaily “’F“

to an ancient period the events of thir own tiie, It & nit impossibie

that the fabulots exploits of Rustam, prince of Segestun, -qin
been grafted an thin ool histury. !

* We cnn scarcely attribute to the Persion munarchy
of Gedrosin or Macran, which extends nlong the Indins

Cape Jank {the  premontsry Capelis) 10 Cape Goodél In the fhme

urmmdw.-immmm-ﬁ.umm
inhabijed by a savage people of letthyophagi, o fishermen, who

keew 1o arts, who acknowledped no master, und whe wers divided

by inbospitable deserte from the rest of thewarhd (See Arrisade
Heb, Indicis). In the twelith century; tmwn of Tals (Fupe
mu.fmmuuhmq Jnmuﬂ

F

\'

-
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to contain, in the last century, five hundred and cnar.

fifty-four cities, sixty thousand villages, und about v

forty millions of souls* If we compare the

administration of the house of Sassan with that of

the house of Sefi, the political influence of the

magian with that of the mabometan religion,

we shall probably infer, that the kingdom of

Artaxerxes contained at least as great « sumber

of cities, villages, and inhabitants. But it must

likewise be confessed,that in every age the want

of harbours on the sea-coast, and the scarcity of

fresh water in the inland provinces, have been

very unfavourable to the commerce and agri-

culture of the Persiang: who, in the calculation

of their numbers, seem to have indulged one of

the meanest, though most common, articles of

national vanity. -

As soon as the amhbitions mind of Artaxerses nocpiis-
had triumphed over the resistance of his vassals, | ror ..
“'he began to threaten the neighbouring stutes,|Foe the
1 rof his predecessors, wd Russs
with | t .qﬂmmﬂ'ﬂ“

the effeminate Indians; but &um:n ,
enemy, who, by their post injuries and present
power, deserved the utmost efforts of his arms.
-Afurtyjrtmtmmqmﬁit;. fnﬂtufvuiuurnml

nﬁlhmmdﬂum hp%;
- Walsiess, pm,-ud'mwm e Y
hﬂqﬁﬁ.mihhmnmﬁnuﬂmm“pm
ane mahodietan and two idolaters, who maintained - ther ndepend-
[efen apainat the sucessors of Soaw Abbas. (Vorages de Tavemnier,
por b Love p. 635
* Chardin, . ill, & 1, 7, 3
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cuar. moderation, had succeeded the victories of Tra-

VilL -

LR L RLE TS

Cities of
Beleuria
and Cies
i plyon.

During the period that elapsed from the
accession of Marcus to the reign of Alexander,
the Roman and the Parthian empires were twice
engaged in war; and although the whole strength
of the Arsavides contended with a part only of
the forces of Rome, the event was most com-
monly in favour of the latter. Macrinus, in.
deed, prompted by his precarious situation, and
WMMM at the
expence of near two millions of onr money
but the generals of Marcus, the emperor Severusy
and lis son, erected many trophies in Armenis,
Mesopotamia, and Assyrin. Among their ex-
ploits, the imperfect relation of which would
have unseasonably interrupted ‘the more im-
portant series of domestic revolutions, we shall
only mention the repeated calomities of the two
great cities of Seleucia and Ctesiphon. o
~Beleucin, ‘en'the western bank of the Tiiﬂ"
about forty-five miles to the north of ancient
Babylon, was the capital of the Macedoniat

conquests in Upper Asin® © Many Igevmf s

fall of their empire, Scleucia retained the genuine
characters of o Grecian Wimri urts, mﬂm
virtue, and the love of freedom. I‘h&’ﬂﬁl-
pendent republic was governed by a senate of
three hundred- nobles; the people consisted uf

* Dios, 1. xxvilf, p. 1335 Y P
mﬁrﬂ-mﬂ%.. Cunsiphar, Mow
Bagiad 1 okber, sor s
mﬂni’&m ﬁrm“nm de 'Arade-
mic, tomgaze,
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six hundred thousand gitizens ; the walls were CHAP.
strong, and as long as concord prevailed among '
the several orders of the state, they viewed with
contempt the power of the Parthian; but the
implore thedangerous aid of the common enemy,.
who was: posted almost at the gates of the
colony®  The Parthian monarchs, like the
Magnl sovereigns of Hindostan, delighted in

the pastoral life of their Scythian ancestors; and
the imperial camp was frequently pitched in the
plain of Ctesiphon, on the eastern bank of the
Tigris, at the distance of only three miles from
Selencins  The innumerable attendants on Iux-
ury and despotism resorted to the court, and
the little village of Ctesiphon insensibly swelled
into a great city.! Under the reign of Marcus,
the Roman genernls penetrated as far as Ctesi-
phon and Seleucia. They were received as friends « ». 165
by the Greek colony ; they attacked as enemies
the seat of the Parthian kings: yet both cities
experienced the same treatment.  The sack and
conflagration of Seleucia, with the massacre of
thmw thovsand of the inhabitants, tar-

* Taclt. Anval. i A2, Plin Hise. Nat vi, 26
* This muy be infesred from Stralo, L zvi, E.‘I'ﬂ‘-

'Thum,tl:nrmh'lrmlemu who Tollowed the cxmp of
Aurengzebe from Debll 1o Cashmir, describes, with grest sseorscy,
the immense moving city. The guard of eavilry cunsisted o 145,009
wien, that of infantry of 10,000. 1t was computed thar the camp
somtningd 130,000 horsss, mules, and elephanta; 50,000 camels,
MO0 vxen, and beiwesn 300,000 and 400,000 perssme  Almsat
MMMW.-mmﬂnmqpﬂmh
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nished the glory of the Roman trinmph.' Se-
leucia, already exhausted by the neighbourhood
of a too powerful rival, sunk under the fatal

s w108, blow ; but Ctesiphon, in about thirty-three years,

Conguest,

had sufficiently recovered its strength to main-
tain an obstinate siege against the emperor Seve-
rus. The city was; however, taken by assault ;
the king, who defended it in person, escaped with
precipitation; an hundred thousand captives, and
a rich booty, rewarded the fatigues of the Ro-
man soldiers® Notwithstanding these 'misfor-
tunes, Ctesiphon succeeded to Babylon and te
Seleucia, as one of the great capitals of the East
In summer, the monarch of Persia enjoyed at
Ecbatana the cool breezes of the mountains of
Media; but the mildness of the climate engaged
him to prefer Ctesiplion for his winter residence.

From these successful inroads the Romans

f“mdaimdm real or lasting benefit; nor did they

Romas,

attempt to preserve such distant conquests, sepa-
rated from the provinces of the empire by a large
tract of intermediate desert.  The reduction of
the kingdom of Osrhoene was an acquisition of
less splendour indeed, but of a far more Dﬂlﬂ
advantage. That little state occupied the north~
ern and most fertile part of Mesopotamia, be-

tween the Euphrates and the Tigris. Elll!l,_

! Djoy, Llxxd, p 11T, it Angust. p. 88 Ruwrop, vidi, 16
Euysch, in Chronje. Quadratus (quoted jn the Angustan histors)’
sttempted to vindieate the Momana, hm@uhdﬁ_f
Scleicia had first violated their faith.

Wl.h,:lulqyp.m ‘Heredien L], . 120, s Avguste
"
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its capital, was situated about twenty miles be- cnae.
yond the former of those sivers; and the inha- ™"

bitants, since the time of Alexander, were a

mixed race of Greeks, Arabs, Syrians, and Ar-
ameninns.*  The feeble sovercigns of Osrhoene,
placed on the dangerous verge of two contending
empires, were attached from inclination to the
Pagthian eause ; but the superior power of Rome
exacted from them a reluctant homage, which is
still attested by their medals.  After the conclu-
sion of the Parthian war under Marcus, it was
Jjudged prudent to securesome substantial pledges
of their doubtful fidelity. Forts were constructed
in several parts ef the country, and a Roman
gurrison was fixed in the strong town of Nisibis,
During the troubles that followed the. death of
Commaodus, the princes of Osrhoene attempted
to shake off the yoke; but the stern policy of
Severus confirmed their dependence,” and the

perfidy of Caracalla completed the easy conquest.

Abgarus; the last King of Edessa, was sent ina s 216

chains to Rome, his dominions reduced into a

mmmwﬁﬂww rank
of mdthmlhemgm-

years efore the fall of the Parthian monarchy,
.,

= e polishedt itiiens of Antioch exticd thope of Tdesss mixed
bartmtipne. 1t was, howsver, hamg praise, ihat of the theee disjaty
of the Syriac, the purest and moat chegunt .lnw;-ﬂ 2 apole
st Eiessa, This remark M. Bayer (ilis. § ﬂ_’hhm
ﬁwﬂwﬂﬂm o Syrinn writer,

:qql.l:n.p.lm.ﬂiﬂ 1250 H.lquhlwhﬂll
0 use thia most impuetant passage.
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cuar. obtaingd @ firm and permanent establishment
VI heyond the Euphrates.®

AR samm

Artazerses -+ Prudence as well as glory might have justified

slalms the
provinoes
of Asia, and
declures

a war on the side of Artaxerxes, had his views
been confined to the defence or the acquisition

par age spuinstof @ useful frontier.  But the ambitious Persian

mdis,

openly avowed a far more extensive design of

4 ® 0. ponguest ; and he thought himself alile to sup-

port his lafty pretensions by the arms of reason
as well as by those of power. . Cyrus, he alleged,
had first subdued, and his successors bad fora
long time possessed, the whole extent of Asia, a8
far as the Propontis and the Fgean sea; the'
provinces of Carin and Tonia, under their empire,
had been governed by Persian satraps, and all
Egypt, to the confines of Fthiopia, had acknow-

ledged their sovereignty.® ‘Their rights had

been suspended, though not destroyed, by a long
usurpation; and as soon as he received the Per-
sinn diadem, which birth and successful iiﬂr

had placed upon his head, the first great duty
his station called upon him to restore Ilm-n!!ili'll‘i
limits and splendour of the monarchy. The
great king, therefore (such was the haughty
style of his embassies to the emperor Alexander),
commanded the Romans instantly tndepqﬂﬁml*
-’_ ¥
* This Hnlﬂ-,-ﬁmﬂﬂhq. thﬂliﬂ'“
ceuntry, to the lot Ahgarus, had Insted 557 yeare.  Sce ibe
wark 6l M. Bayer, Hisioria Oschosns st ﬂ
* Xenophon, in the preface be Cyropudia, chpar and
-nﬂm-a:uuar mnp;m : :hwqﬁf: ‘H-ﬁ#.-
79, &c.) enters into a curious and partiealar dever ptim o
the twenty great safropics fhin which the Persian cpire was divided
b Dharien Hyntaspes,
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all the provinces of his ancestors, and yighding m:m
to the Persians the empire of Asia, tnmntmi v
themselves with the undisturbed possession of ~
Europe. This Innghq,.mndmwu delivered
by four hundred of the tallest and most beaut-
ful of the Persians; who, by their fine horses,
nplendi:l-:m--md rich apparel, displayed the
pride and greatness of their master.® Such an
embassy was much less an offer of
than a declaration of war. Both Alexander
Severus and Artaxerxes, collecting the military
force of the Romsn and Persian monarchies,
resolved in this important contest to lead their
armies in persomn. - &%= & i

If we credit what should scem l.he mmtmlh:n- Presnded
tic of all revords, an oration, still extant, apd5q7
delivered by the emperor himself to the senate, S 33,
we must allow that the victory of Alexander
Severus was not inferior to any of those formerly

dbtmw{he Persians hy the son of Philip.

backs, amluﬁf eighteen hundml chanm:, armed
with scytha& ‘This formidable host, the like of
Which is not te be found in eastern history, and
has m'elr been imagined in mm-_

"Hm:ﬂ.m.m.

ﬂhmmmﬂuﬂmmnmmam
‘hoss OF Durius, In the vamt army of Tigranm, whish
‘, y‘-‘!.pnﬂhu, seventeen thousamd busee oaly were
P

YOL. I. : Z
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_goldier and a skilful gencral. The great king

'.‘._,, > o A
mm Antinchiy .--,..-. Jephants (=io . 1
"Ihﬁlﬂl# “ L = :....I
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ted in ngrﬂa;thn.tﬂe_, in which the
whlunmh:ﬂpprwmlhmﬂmmuqd'

fled before his valour ; an immense booty, and
the conguest of Mesopotamia, were the imme-
diate fruits of this signal victory. Such are the 9
circumstances of this ostentatious and impro-
bable relation, dictated, as it tuplnmlj'apgm;
the mmt. nl‘ the mnnur@, w i

senate. Far from [x-mn* m-..hm.d to ‘!'.-I:I 1|
that the arms of Alexander obtained any

rable advantage over the Persians, we are
duced to suspect, that all this blaze of im

glur_gr was designed to conceal some real d

ﬂu“muﬁ#t:hwt wn i ,:- f
vl thowe great animals 3 bt bt may bo questioned, whather thic g
prowerful taonarcli of Hindostan ever fomsed a line of battle of
hinired eleplants,  Instead of three o MW—J‘
which the great Mogul was supposed to prssess, “Tayeon

part i, L i, p 188 discovercly by lmmﬁ ---h a -'. "
bl anly five bundrod for bis hagpege, end elghty or ninety Brthd
ﬂ-ﬂ-:nt‘m mmmwmm o Ae EmILET

i

m@nﬂqmmumﬂlnm- -M =
the nlne brigades into which mu-ﬁﬂ-l-
.mumber, of one hundred and =it ks o g
hn.hdnnhhi- ﬂimdn'i' Lﬁqﬁm-— .‘. -
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Our suspicions are confirmed by the anthority %’-
of a contemporary hﬂﬁnﬁ:m who mentions the
virtues of Alexander with tﬁ}!t:l;lﬂaﬂﬁulu Mo pres

‘with candonr, He deserilis the [um]ﬂlnmuf
which had béen formed for the conduct of the®™ ™
war, 1] an armies were destined to
invade Persin at the same time, and by different
roads. But the operations of the campaign,
wisely concerted, werenotexecuted either
with ability or success, The first of these ar-
mies, as soon as it had entered the marshy plains
of Babylon, towards the artificial of the
Euphrates and the Tigris,* was ¢ncompassed by
the superior numbers, and destroyed by the ar-
rows, of the enemy. The ollisnce of Chosroes,
king of Armenin,’ and the long tract of moun-
tainous country, in which the Persian cavalry was
of little service, opemed a secure entrance into
the heart of Media, to the second of the Roman
nrmin. 'Pllm Ilrnw: troops laid waste the adja-
% v seve .. mmssrul nmnns

Inrmﬂu!
wﬂmpﬂ&ﬂhyﬂ!bnﬂnmufthehmds'md

* 3L de Tillemate -MMMWM
b smmewhat confused.
" Miomes of Chorene {Hist. .&mliﬂumm
wmslon of Modin, by wmeerting that Chosroes, king of ﬂe-
feated Areaxerses, and pursunl him o the contnes of Indls. The
explolis of Chosroes have been magniind ; smd be acted a8 3 depend-
#nt ally to the Bomans. ’
2 b
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cm.r the severity of the winter season. It had been

relﬂmd. that whilst thesetwo grest detachments

_pmti'm] into the opposite extremes of the Per-

sian dominions, the main body, under the com-
mand of Alexander himself, should support their
attack. by invading the centre of the kingdom.
But the unexperienced youth, influenced by his
niother’s counsels, and perhaps by his own fears,
deserted the bravest troops, nndthe fairest pro-
spect nffiﬂorjt:-.and.aﬂw consuming in Meso-
potamia an inactive and inglorious summer, he
led back to Antioch an : 'lrm_'f u]luuuuhf.-d h'. m&-.
ness, and provoked by disappeintment, The
behaviour of Artaxerxes had been very different.
Flying with rapidity rom the ills of Media to
the marshes of the Euphrates, he had everywl
opposed the invaders in person; and in either
fortune, had united with the ablest conduct the
most undaunted resolution.  But in several ob-
stinate & against the veteran leg !

of Rome, the Petsian monarch had lost the-; 0 f,' '

of his troops.  Even his victories hnlL Ve
his power.  The favourable opp ies of the
absence of Alexander, and of the clmfﬂlmﬂ
followed that emperur’r&mu, presented them
selves in vain €0 bis ambition. Instead of ex-
pelling tiee Romans, as he pmtended,'mﬂl* s
continent of Asin, he found himself unable.
wrest-from their hands the htﬂa ptwinmuf
sopotamia. 3

ti"..['

i‘hh-nu T wi, g 200
Sra B

the Angustan history.

_ ’.I
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: dmvm a lﬁﬂb.
the mﬁuﬂmu dfmmt. # m.mu.u.
“ rity of the prince,” said Artaxerxes, * muost
* be defended by a military force; that force
“ can only be maintained by taxes: all taxes
“ must, at last, fall wpon agriculture; and agri-
“ culture can never flourish except under the

prggc:t_i_@l ql' Justice uml mm]eratmn =i ﬁr-

250 mtun‘lmrthy of hisg
d&@;a‘m too exmmnrmmm
sin, and.r served only to involve both nations in a

long series ul'wuctwe wars and mmprnm! ca-
lamities.

3 _." -

'lmpaiu:.mn.plm.m!‘mk. great Chosroes

Noshicwan snt the code Hm-ﬁﬂ'iﬁlhrq-, & the
invariable ralé of their eondoet.

L0Herbalne Bibiotheque Orientale, su mot dnfabine We muy

m that after an ancient period of fddes, snd o Joog intereal

hfm Ihl!lhmhumnr of Persin begin to swume snifs

'(m"ﬂh Hl&mﬂ the Saseanides,
5
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The Persians, long since civilizedand corrupted,

> VEE  were very far from possessing the martial inde-
sy pendence, and the intrepid hardiness, both of

Eans.

ety in-
mhnwdnf peasants, levied in haste Ly the

Their ca-

walry ez
cellent.

mind and body, which have rendered the north-
ern barbarians masters of the world. The sci-
ence of war, that constituted the more ratioual
force of Greece and Rome, s it now does of
Europe, never made any considerable progress
in the East. Those disciplined ciplin evalutions which
harmoize_and_animate. & confused multitudey
were unknown to the P@rsians. Tl?l-.juwﬁ g
equally unskilled in the arts of constructing, be=
sieging, or defending regular fortifications. They
trusted more to their numbers than to their cou-
rage; more to their courage than to their dis-

cipline. The infantry was a_half-armed spirit-

allurements of plunder, and as easily dispersed
y a viet u,,ﬁ’afie&at. The m““‘“ﬂm 2

of a successful campaign, ‘the Persinn h'-'ﬁh ;
often sepagated or destroyed by an unexpected
famine.* ., ‘-!r e i
But the of Persia, in the bosom of lux-
ury agd despotism, preserved a strong mnf :
personal gallantry and nutional hopour. From ]
S Horodian, § vi, e 204 Ammisnes Marcellisus, Lot e b

Some differences muy b obserred - between the two historiane, 18
eaturnt effieets of the changes prodisoed by a century and & halk
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the age of seven }'ml-heywm lnught to speak o

truth, to shoot with the bow; an ;and it 0
was umrﬂruﬂycuﬁﬁaw&ﬂtﬁ Lt#ﬂ last of
these arts, tlm;rw a mare ﬁnmuu

extruhmh the gate of his pulact, and were se-

Ww to the habits of te e and
obedience, in their long and laborious )

hunting. In every province, the satrap maintained

a like school 'L‘gf _ yirtue, The Persian
nobles (so natural is the idea of feudal tenures)

remmllﬁ'nmthethg'shuntyhndwﬂhm
on the condition of their service in war. They
were ready on the first suminons to mount on
horseback, with a martial and splendid train of
followers, and to join the numerous bodies of

who were carefully selected from smongst
themut mhust slnrcﬂ.a.ml the brav estadventurcrs

prov nees o uf the qledmmg e_u:pim u!‘ Bm m

I The mum huﬁim most skilful borsmen; m thelr buries

thi finest in the East. -
= From Herodotie, eradinm, A.nml-nu-: Clagadin,

dee. | have extracted nuch accounts of the Persian sobility,
um-hhnml hmmwmhﬁ‘l@ﬂlﬁ*

i&‘ 24

ar the monarch’s eye, practised Ef:mr
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e CHAP. TX.

The state of Germany Gl the invasion of the Barbus,
rians, in the time of the emperor Decius,

esar. Lne gum‘nment and religion of Persin have
.:: deserved some notice, from their connection
S with Mmﬂﬂﬂlmw. -
We shall occasionally mention , OF 4
Qarmatian tribes, which, with their arms and
horses, their flocks and herds, their wives and
families, wandered over the immense plains which
themselves from the Caspian sea to the
?mln, from the confines of Persia to those of
 But the warlike Germans, whe first
nﬁbﬁetl.theh invaded, and st length overturned,
the western monarchy of Rome, will occupy d
Mﬁ-ﬂt place in this history, uul
pmss-&ﬂmgﬂ and, if we may use thﬂuyﬁ-
sion, a more domestic, claim to o
and regard. The most civilized nations of ﬂ
dern Europe issued from the woods of G-EmeJ
and in the rude institutions of those barbar ‘_ .
we may still distinguish the original prine
our present lwvs and manners.  In thr.ir-pdnﬂr v
tive state of simplicity andl mdgm
Germins were surveyed bythn m,ﬁm !

and delineated by the masterly pes %
the first of historians who applied of

philosophy to the study of facts. The expressive
ronciseness of hnde:npnans has deserved (0 €% )

i
]

1
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ercise the diligence af mmmt;nﬂ:l&antu]unmmi,
and to excite the and pi ion of the

plulosuphm hunutﬂnu iiwlmﬂw The

subject, however vgimsmdim tant, has al-
ready been Whﬂﬁiﬂ-!ﬂ?s :ﬁﬂ-&m
fully di that it is now grown familiar to

the rmﬁ:, and difficult to the writer. We shall
therefore content ourselves with observing, and
indeed with repeating, some of themm
ant circumstances of climate, ‘of mnmwrj. and
rof institutions, which rendered, the wild barba-
rians mem
Rmpm

245

CHAF.
e

rwE

Ancient Germany, emlndhg Tom 4o il!b-‘ﬁmm
pendent limits the province westward of thg ey

Rhine, which had submitted to the Roman yoke,
extended itself over a third part of Evrope. Al
most the whole of modern Germany, Denmarlk,
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Livonia, Prussin, and
the m& Poland, were peopled by the
'rq_glmu ﬂ'ibﬁéjif,_ .-'pnhm:, whose com-
. and pmserm&n stril g
On est, ancient Germany m‘ﬂﬂiﬂ'eﬂby
the thm from the Gallic, and on the south, by
the Danube, from the Tllyrian provinees of the

empire. A ridge of hills, rising from the Da-

nube, and calleil the Carpathian mountains, co-
vered Germany on the sidg of Dacia or Fluhgary.
"The esstern frontier wns faintly marked by the
mutund fears of the Gormans and the Sarmatians,
#nd was often eonfounded by themixture of wirs
ring and confederating tribes of the two nations.
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c_% P. In the remote darkness of the north, the ancients

imperfectly descried a frozen ocean that lay bes

- yond the Baltic sea, and beyond the peninsula,

Clismte.

or islands® of Scandinavia.

Some ingenious writers® have suspected that
Europe was much colder formerly than it is at
present; and the most ancient descriptions of the
climate of Germany tend exceedingly to confirm
their theory, The gmeral cnmpllluts of intense
frost, and eternal wint nps little to be
regurded, since we have no method of reducing’
to the accurate standard of the thermometer, the
feelings, or the expressions of an orator, born in
the happier regions of Greece or Asia. Butl
shall select tworemarkahle circumstancesof aless
equivocal nature. 1. The great rivers wlmth
covered the Roman provinces, the Rhine and th
Dhuhe wm fmumﬂy i'rumn OVEry
'whu often chose that severe. seas
son for their inroads, transported, wiﬂlm
hension or danger, their numérous mnhl. their «

'Thumudnnphmmpbnunilw-ﬂuﬂ.lyﬂﬂﬂﬂw
of the mﬂnﬂ:mu;wwmuﬂlﬁu
have ventured (o estimate at balf an ineh every year, Twenty
tmluthhhnm-;nrmmhmhuhw
by the ses 3 while trs high lunds rose sbove (e waters, 2990 many
illmdsulruﬂmh'mlﬂm mmﬁiﬂ“m
piven us by Meln, Pliny, smd Tacitos, 6f the vast countries couni
the Baltic. See in the Bibliotheque Raisonie, tm. i sod =v, &
I-Fllll.fﬂ"ﬂf Mm.umnrummhﬂhﬁ.

=
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savalry, and 'the:r he:rrm over a vast CHAP.
and solid bridge of iees ‘Modern ages havenot "
"', of a like phenomenon.
mnnl.ﬂ‘mnthm: !

"e, is of a constitution thal: sup-
ports, nﬂm requires, the most intense cold.
He is found on the rock of Spitzherg, within ten
degrees of the pole; he seems to delight'in’ the
snows of Lapland and Siberia; but at present Te
‘annot subsist,much less multiply, inany country
to the mﬁ*&ﬁhw ’l‘-ﬂ'ﬁéimedﬂmr
the rein-deer, as well as the elk; and the wild
bull, was a native of the Herrminn forest, which
then overshadowed a great part of Germany ind
Poland®* The modern improvements sufficiently
expliin the canses of the diminution of the cold.
Theseimmensewoodshavébeen graduntly cleared,
‘which intercepted from the carth the rays of the
sun.’ m hm'f.' heen dm.lﬂnd imd m

; ﬁuq_m L ¥ p 340, udit.W—q. llmm L #is
pe 221 Mr.m. On ihe banks of theddinubo, the winm,
timhmthhﬂ.tutwmwﬁuu intn greut lampe, frests
wiak. Owld Epist. ox Pogito, L iv, 7. 8, 10 Viegily, Georgies L 5.

 The fart |s confiryied by p ssldier and 2 pyliosplber, wh bad
experienced the intansg cold of Thrace.  Ses Xenophon,

* Ll p 460, wdit Uutchinsan, ol

# Bulfon Histoire Natarelle, tom. 3ii, p 78, L& #

* Cesar dg Bell, Gallie, vi, 2, ke ‘.t'h—uimpiumufm
Gmﬁhﬂmﬂlhutmﬂlﬂh. although some of thom
‘ad travailed in it more than sty dars journey.

Cluverios (Germandh Antiqua, L i, o 47) investignies the smull

¥ —u-urmﬂmn‘ the Hereynlan wood,

-
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CHAF. day, i5 an exact pmture of ancient Germany.

““I % m:mgh situated in the same paralle]l with the
ﬁ!&t provinces of France and Englnnd that
" country experiences the most rigorous cold.
The rein-deer arevery numerous, the ground is
covered with deep and lasting snow, and the
great river of St. Lawrence is regularly frozen,
ina senson when the waters of the Seine and
the Thames are usunlly free from ice?

teemeen It is difficult to ascertain, and easy to exag-

it the na= e

rrafies Tat ‘influence of the climate Entwptf

' y over the minds and bodies of the na-

tives. Many writers have supposed, and most

have allowed, though, as it should seem, without

any adequate proof, that the rigorous cold of the

nortl was favourable to long life and generative

vigour, ﬁnlthawummwemmref'ﬂutfhl and

the human Species more prolific, than i in warmer
or mibre temper. - We may assert,

r confidence, that the keen aif of
Germany formed the large and mmﬂntm

of the natives, who were, in gmm]fufn mll‘l '=
lofty stature than the people of the south,’ gave
them a kind of strength better adapted to violent
exertions than to_ paticnt labour, and qirul
them with constitutional bravery, w i

result of nerves and spirits. The ﬂvh;ﬂf' :"" 8

i

& Charleveix Hinsire du Conada. '.""h e vt
tmwmmmmmmmm ¥
ﬂwmmm_ﬁ iy i u.wnutllr

1Inmuhuuﬂn,wmlm ” .
figrmenia, 3, $0. Cluver. L i, =~ I& .

r
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winter campaign, that chilled the courage of the cnae
Roman troops, was scarcely ﬂtbyﬂmehnrdy N
children,of t.henﬂﬂl.t 'ﬂlﬁ' in. their turn were

unable to resist the summer heats, and di
awn;mhn% sickness under the by
ufunl’bnﬂﬂl-

There is not anywliere upon the globe, a In:rgeaﬂpg

S

THEE

lute mhnbitants or whose frst pnpnllﬁngmr_
be fixed with any degree of historical certainty.
And yet, as the most philosophic minds can sel-
dom _refrai ﬁn investigating. the infancy of
great our curiosity consumes itself in
tnﬂmﬁ:mﬂtﬂugpuinwd efforts. When Tacitus
considered the purity of the German blood, and
the forbidding aspect of the country, he was dis-
posed to pronounce those barbarians indigenc, or
natives of the soil, We may allow with safety,
and perlmp-; with truth, that ancient Germany

» Pluhﬁi.'ﬂm The Cimbii, nrn,ur Sty COES
ﬂm“#mu thelr troad shields,

! The Romans madé warin all elimates, and by thejr excelient
ih[&u & ware, in @ greal measure, preserved inshealth and vigour.
Mumm,mmnmuﬂymmu-m:hmm-u
multiply i avery country from the equator to the pales The hog
swea to agpiesach the nearest o our species In that priviiega”

® Tarit Germin e 3 The emigratton of the Gauly follawed
1he conurwe of the Danobe, and discharged [tself on Greees und Asia
Taertin eould discover enly one inconsideralle tribethas retalined sny
*rioesof & Gallic otigin

P
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cuAP. ing savages of the Heroynian woods:  To assert
Bk '%- those savages to Lave been the spontaneons
m':'i{m'duutinn of the earth which they inhabited,
would be a rash inference, condemned by reli-

gion, and anwarranted by reason.

Flh!ﬂ aed  Such rational doubt is but ill-suited with the
wees  gentiug of popular vanity.” Among the nations
who have uduptcd the Mosaic history of the
world, the ark of thhuhm of the same use,
a3 was ﬁ'.lmurl;riutht re and Romans the

Y

g truth, an immense but rude superstructure
of fnble lins been erected; and the wild Irishman,®
as well as the wild Tartar,® could point out the
individual son of Japhet, from whose loins his
ancestors were lineally descended.  The: last
~century abounded with antiquarians of profound

lurmﬁgnndmsjtmm. whn, h;lhsdmﬁpl

."’f %md!rﬂ!!l'- ditions, of conjectures and

uf m-:ﬁ-mn WE tower of Babel to ﬂlal!r

tremities of the globe. Uf these Jllﬁéﬁﬂ!ﬂ‘

= Arcirding to D, Kesting :Ehmﬂm;[hl&
glam Parthslanuy, who was the son of Searas the san of Es
sun uf S, the son of Framant, the son of Fathaclan, the w
“Mugog, the son of Juphet, the son Jf Noah, lirded o the oo
~Munstor, the 14t day of May, in the year of the
nioe hundred und Sevintyight.  Though he meseeded in bl great
m-mﬂ.u the Inose behavinar of his wife rendersd his damestic lie

wery itnbappy, and provaked him to sich & degree, that he kitled—
her favonrite groyHound. ﬁlhu:ﬂhﬂﬂ%*‘fﬂ
Perly vhierves, wos the firat |maﬂwmﬂ
ﬁﬂqrrmkmulni:lhﬂ& L =" 0

= il

by Abulghusi Bebsdur

P Tppe———

%
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tics, one of the most entertaining was Olaus r.:!‘ur
Rudbeck, professor in the university of Upsal? ™
Whatever is m!el:l;nte:luﬂlﬂ n Liistory or fable,
this zealous pa.trlnt thh country. From
Sweden (which. : cuuidaaﬁle

ancient . ny) the Greeks themselves

rived t‘llﬂr ﬂphﬂhﬂl:ﬂ characters, their m
nomy, and their religion.  Of that delightful re-
gion (for such it appeared to the eyesof a )
the Atlantis of Plato, the country of %—
boreans, the gardens of the Hesperides, the For-
tunate islands, and even the Elysian fields, were
all hutl'ﬂntmdnnparfectmmp& A clime
so profusely ﬁmmmd by nature, could not lﬂm
remain desert after the flood. The learned Rud-
beck allows the family of Noah a few years to
miultiply from eight to about twenty thousand
persons.  He then disperses them into small co-
lonies to replenish the earth, and to propagate
the human species. The German or Swedish de-
“tachment (M marched, if 1 am not mistaken,
unduthncnummduf.ﬁm esanof Gomer,
the son of Japhet) distingu itself by a more
than eommon diligence in the prosecution of this
great work. The northern hive cast its swarms
over the greatest part of Europe, Africa,and Asia;
and (to use the anthor's metaphor) the blood eir-
culated from the extremities to the heart,

But all this well-laboured system of Gﬂrm"'hﬂw

antiquities is annihilated by a single fact, too well . e

1L“-I'Tl
: l'llhmt. -ﬂiﬂnlmimm la uncommonly scarce.  Baylg
haz given twn wmﬁm extrocis from it.  Bepoblique des Lettres
Junvier ¢f Fevrier, 1654,
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cnar, attested to admit of any doubt, and of too deci-

IX.

sive & nature to leave room for any reply. The
Germans, in the age of Tacitus, were unac-
quainted with the use of letters;* and the use of
letters is the principal circumstance that distin-
guishes a civilized people from a herd of savages
incapghle of knowledge or reflection. Without
that artificial help, the human memory soon dis-
sipates or corrupts the ideas intrusted to her
«l and the mblm: ties of the mind, no
fon - with ﬂ or with materials,

f'urg'Lt their powers ; the judgment be-
comes feeble and lethargic, the imagination lan-
guid or irregular,. Fully to apprehend this im-
portant truth, let us attempt, in an improved so-
ciety, to calculate the immense distance between
the man of learning and the illiterate peasant.
‘I‘hefumer by remlmgaml reﬂactwu, multrpﬁ&

de -spot, and confined to a few md

existence, surpasses, but ﬂ:rjr little, hh EM _

8 Tacit. Germ (5, 19, Liternrom F-H-*M m
ignorant. W:mn}mmm “deeisive suthorit,
HMWM&MMMWN' i

of the Runic charactets.  The terved Celsiun, a Swedey mﬂﬁ

wnd a philsseher, was of opinion, thu.t!hq-m'l

lmﬂ:lhﬁmmﬂcmwwww
Gar e cise off engraving. hﬁllnnﬂk_%ﬁm Li
& 1V Dictiannaire Diplociatique, tom. 1, p.ﬂ “We may iy

that the aldest Runin inseriptions are lmh#ﬂﬂu IMI#‘-“ .

tury, and the musr ahefeut wiiter wh

is Venantius Forfunatus mmﬁﬂ Wmﬂ‘lﬁ# y

e
mmmmmm




L]

oF fnm lom mm#

ufvuﬁt!u*ilm}ﬂhﬂtj’ Mndﬂ-nﬁemﬂnfhuﬂﬂ
to eontain about two thousnnd three hundred
. walled towns” In g much wider extent of cotn-
try, the geographer Prolemy eould discover no
nore than ninety places, which he deeorates with
the nwmetof citids ? though, according to our
ens, m‘iﬂmm ﬂ_ml‘ :;ﬁcml‘id

tidle. We cau
'nudd.eu' cﬂtumdrb’

' ,ﬂuhthewmnfm
tribemnrchﬁhm ttrrepel i mﬂden invasion.*

B

by
*m,l!mﬂﬂln geograpber H#m k}hm
Clekir, ‘hd the Jedrned Mr. Whitaker, in bis Hligory. of
lﬁn:l-n:.'nl-i.
¥OoL. L. - AR
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Elllxﬂ:l' But Tacitus nsserts, as @ well-known fact, that
lhnG#rmnns. in his time, had no cities;* and
>0 t!ht they affected to despise the waorks of Romuin
industry, as places of confinement rather than of
security.® Their edifices were not even conti-
guous, or formed into regular villas:’ each bar-
barian fixed his indepenident dwelling on the spot
to which a plain, a wood, or a stream of fresh
water, had induced him to, give the preference.
Nﬂthaﬂm,mhick,wﬂ}a,wmm
ployed in thése slight habitations.* They were
indeed no more than low huts of a circular figure,
built of rough timber, thatched with straw, and
pierced at the top to leavea free passage for the
smoke. In the most inclement winter, the
hardy German was satisfied witha scanty garment
made of the skin of some animal. The nations
whe dwelt towards the north, clothed themselves.
in furs; and the women manufactured for ﬂﬁn‘-
n use a coarse kind of linen.* The game of
‘ mm with which the forests of Germany -
were plentifully stocked, supphﬂi.tt& uﬁm :

* Tyrlt. Germ. 15. |
* Whin the Germans commanded the bl of Cologne wﬂﬂ“
mlﬁuﬁ-ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬁmmum-ﬂﬂruﬁ
mmmnn:mmm ﬂﬂ'
the calony. o Prstulamus @ vohis, muirms colonie!
ﬂﬂmm;mmmnm—_m.
= phliviscuntur.” Tadt Hist iv, 64 ‘
mwinpm..nurmmw-ﬂmhmﬂ,
See Cliver. L |, &
-mwmmymmm‘-ﬁwm
mmm_mmnm Beerasllam,
Lo, B :
* Tagit. Germ. 1T,

-
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mthfmdandmm‘%ﬂvmmhm CHaA

of cattle, less ﬂmmwmhmﬁy

35'5

II.

than for their utility,” formed the principal ob-

J@Ctﬂrthtﬂ'm“' s :.M nti . qﬁ-n
was the only produce exac ﬁumﬁnwi'%
ore "=T"-':. or fl.rtlﬁnm,l meadows wasg
Imnwnfﬁu-tﬁi Germans: nor can we expect any
wmwm;m
every year experienced a gen r

by a new division of the arable lands, and who,

in that strange op s @voided disputes, by
waste ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂm Sl o

Gold, silver, and irbn, were. exheme]’y mna of the
in Germany. Its barbarous inhabitants wantedo, =

both skill and patience to investigate those rich
veins of silver, which have so liberally rewarded
the attention of the princes of Brunswick and
Saxony, Sweden, which now supplies Europe
with iron, was equally ignorant of its own riches ;
and the apperance of the arms «

furnished a sufficient proof- zmmmy
were able to bestow on what they must have
décmed the noblest use of that meétal, The va-

rious transactions of peace and war had intro-
duged some Rofan coins (chitfly silver) among

the borderers of the Rhine and Dunuhe hul. the

more distant tribes were absolutely

with the use of money, carried on tﬁem_mnﬁnedl

traffic by the exchange of commodities, and

* Tacit. Germ. ;.‘. * Caamr, de Bell. Gall, vl 31
' Tagil, Gorm. 26, Ciedar, i, 22

A2
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CHAR. prized their rode earthen vessels as of equal value
ﬁ:ﬂ: the silver vases, the presents of Rome to
ﬁmr princes and ambassadors.® To a mind ca.
plbh_ of reflection, such leading facts convey
more instruction, than a tedious detail of subor-
dinate circumstances. The value of moncy has
been settled by general consent to express our
wants and our property, as letters were invented
to express our ideas; and both these institutions,
by gwug a more mw to_the powers

of human nature, have contributed
to mnmp}y the ohjects they were designed to re-
present. The use of gold and silver is in a great
measure factitions; but it would be impossible to
enumevnte the important and various services
which agriculture, and all the arts, have received
e, b m”;’ﬁ
fire, and the hand

iron'the mmost powerful instrument, of human i

hﬂ#i‘ndﬂ’&; very difficult to conceive by

means a people, neither actuated hfﬂ.’le one,
seconded by the other, could emerge ﬂ'um.'ﬁ!
grossest barbarism.*

Theis In- Ifwcmnhmplﬂe a savage nation in mn!ﬂ

p—— dﬁvgiuhn.nmpim indolence and a carelessness
ofmuﬂtyfiﬂ!ﬂ fovind to constitute their gene-
ral character. In & civilized state, every faculty

* Terit. Lrm. 6

T it b said that the Wexivans and !lﬂh-.-'hmtﬂﬂlﬂ'
cither money of irun, had made & very grest progress in the e
Those wrts, and the menmments they produced, have been strangelf
wapnifed.  Sex Becherches sur b Amcricalos, tom. i, P 153, &
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“fﬂ“ﬂﬂmﬂﬂdfimmmi,mdtheglut cHAPR
chain of mutual dependence comects and em-_

braces the wsaﬂm d'm The most

-“--—

tanding, ],
the t‘-:-llms of social life. The Germans were n
possessed of 1.hue varied resources, The care of
the house and family, the management of the
tand and cattle, were delegated to the old and
the infirm, to women and slaves. The lazy war-
rior, destitute of every art that might employ his
lamlp&hnm, comsumed his days and nights in
the animal gratifications of sleep and food. And
yet, by a wonderful diversity of nature (aceord-
‘ing to the remark of a writer who had pierced 3
mﬂ:m ruccm}.themm barbarians are

wﬂrﬁlﬂﬁﬂhﬁﬂ nudwwmdﬂﬂgﬂmﬂm
onlv amusements adequate to its ficrce temper.
mmndthatmunudtheﬂemmn to arms
was grateful to his ear. . It roused him from his
nmfnmhle lethargy, gave him an active pur-
suit, and, by strong exercise of the body, and
riﬂestmhusu{thenﬁnd,mtmdihn toa

* Tacjt, Germ, 15
AR 3
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mfér' more lively sense of his existence. In the dull’

Fraasswaee

tmm__mm‘._

Liguars.

intervals of peace, these barbarians were immo-
derately addicted to deep gaming and excessive
drinking; both of which, by different meuns,
the one by inflaming their passions, the other by
extinguishing their reason; alike relieved them
from the pain of thinkine, They gloried in pass-
ing whole days and nights at table; and the
blood of friends and relations often stained their
numerous and drunken assemblies.” Their dobts

of honour (forin W they have transmitted
to s those of play) they discharged with the most

romantic fidelity. The desperate gamester, who

had staked his person and liberty an o last throw
of the dice, patiently submitted to the decision of
fortune, and sulfered himselftobe hound, r.-hnstmulﬁ'
and sold into remote sliuvery, byhiswmkerhlﬁ
maore lucky antagonist.'

i L i 1@@

blance of wine, was sufficient for the W]ﬂﬂ

poses of German debauchery,  But ﬁtﬂw _
had tasted the rich wines of Haly, and afterwards®

of Gl sighed for that more delicions species of
intoxication, They attempted not, however (as

has since been sxecuted with so much snccess)

to naturalize the vine on the banks of the Rhine
and Danube; nor did they cndmvugr_.tu pmm

% Pacie, Gery 29, BE. 0, -4

' 1d, ¥4 n:mmmﬁnumh—m' '

mmm;ﬂhmmmmu the humss

aperira,

ey, ind corrupted (asitis
strungly expressed by T'acitus) into a vertain sem-
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by industry the materials of an odvantageous cHar.
commerce. To solicit by labour what might be "™
ravished by arms, was esteemed unworthy of the
German @W‘MWW@M
fiquars often un + barbarians to invade the
provinces , art or nature had bestowed
!I:me;nm‘lrmﬁnd presents.  The Tuscan who
betrayed his country to the Celtic nations, at-
trated them into Ttaly by the prospectof therich
fruits and delicious wines, the productions of a
happier climate! And in the same manner the
German auxilisries, invited into France during
the eivil wars of the sixteenth century, were al-
lured by the promise of plenteous gquarters in.
the provinces of Champaigne and Burgundy.=
Drunkinness, the most illiberal, but not the most

of our vices, was spmetimes capable,
in a less civilized state of mankind, of occasion-
ing a battle, a war, or a revolution. 2

The climate of ancient Germany has been mol-gepe o
lified, and the soil fertilized, by the lubour ofeceeiion

Mﬂtﬂtdgmndwmw:uﬁ
tainsyin ease and plenty, a million of husband-
men and artificers, was unahle to supply an hun-
dred thousand lazy warriors with the simple ne-
cossaries of life.® The Germans aljandoned their

* Pyeit. Germ. 14.
Y Plutareh. b Camille” T, L v, 8800 g i
-mmummummﬂd-mmapm
5 The Helvetian matlon, which lwued from he coumiry eslied
lw.mi,ﬂqrmspuﬂ“m%m
(L mmar

AD %
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cuAP. inunense forests to the exercise ol hunting, ems=
- ployed in pasturage the most considerable part. ni'

- ‘their lands, bestowed on the small remainder 4

rude and careless eultivation, and then accused
the scantiness and sterility of a country that re-
fused to mmintain the multitude of its inhabitants.
When the return of famine severely admonished
them of the importance of the artg, the national
distress was sometimes alleviated by the ciigras
tion of a third, perhaps, or a fourth part of their
vouth” The possession and the enjoyment of
property are the pledges which bind a civilized
people to an improved country. But the Ger-
mans, who carried with them what they most
valued, their arms, their cattle, and their women,
cheerfully abandoned the vast silence of their
woods for the unbounded hopes of plunder and
conguest. The innumerable swarms that issued,
or scemed to issue, from the great storchouse of
by the fears of the yan-

And from facts thus exaggerated, an opinion was
gradunlly established, and has been supported by
writers of distinguished reputation, that in the
age of Ciesar and Tacitus, the inhabitants of the:
narth were far move Rumerous than they are m
anlpiigp b iy

mmnmmhm nm:.mmuqrmhll
t1he Pays de ‘llﬂfﬁhﬂﬂhﬂr&tmmm‘mmm
much wrre distingpuished for politcness than fir Indpatry) ampuedd
to 118,361, hlmmr.ﬂﬂutm:tdﬂ.mhlhm
ﬁhﬁuduld:lnn.

.H-l. , Daxds, anid the st of
tmm
o aMIﬂmamﬁ

, and by.the credulity of succeeding uges.
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sur days® A more serious inquiry into th®
causes of population seems to have convinced "
nﬂdem philosophers of WMM
mrnmhlﬂr nt,ﬂtn supposition.  To

 and of Machiavel,* g,im

af Robertson and Hume.*

361

"

Amm the Germans, mﬂ:mﬂﬂ—n

ailhmm Hm%ﬁm:{mmdme
for this savage state in the enjoy-
ment of liberty. Their poverty secured their
freedom, since our dosires and our puascasmnn are
the W%Q Amang
“ the Suiones (says Tacitus), riches are bekd i
“ honour, They are fherefore subject to an ab.
* solute monarch, who, instead of entrusting his
“ people with the free use of urms, as is practised
*vin the rest of Germagy, commits them to the
# safe custody; not of a citizen, or even of a
& freed man, but of a slave. The neighbours of
* the Suiones, the Sitones, are sunk even below
“ sgrvitude ;. m obey a woman.' In ilua
mention of these WM
sufliciently ncknowledges the general of
government. We are only at a loss to conceive

hr ahtm:mhmundd&lpoﬂrm could pene-

l'!ilr William 'rmph #wnd_ Montesgrlen have indulged, on this
#’ the usual h‘l‘ﬂumﬁ' their focy. -
lmumm de Firenze, L | Maisng Hist. Hisgs. L v,
L
* Robertwn's Chirles V) Hume'y Polftint Rsys. 4
Tacit: Germnan: 44, 43 Frmlnihfﬂn dedicated bis s=p-
plement o Livy, to Christing of Swedon) thinks praper o be very
*N“ﬁlhalmn;ﬂtmﬂwmmm“
BErTharn quics,

”
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cgr traté into o remote eorner of the north, and

eﬂﬁlg'msh the generous flame that hlazed with
T such fierceness on the (rontier of the Roman
provinces; or how the ancestors of those Danes
and Norwegians, so distinguished in latter ages
by their unconquered spirit, could thus tamely re-
sign the great character of Geerman liberty. Some
tribes, however, on the const of the Baltic, acknow-
ledged the authority of kings, though without
relinquishing the rights of men;® but in the
far greater part of Germany, the form of govert-
meént was a democracy, tempered indeedy and
eontrouled, not so much by general and positive
laws, as Ly the occasional ascendant of birth or

valour, of eloguence or superstition.®

Asemtiies  (Niyil governments; in their first mmtum

of the

peopie.  aire viluntary assoviations for nrutunl defence. To- '

m&ﬁmmmitumym;
lun!h‘

ﬁl!juﬂgment of the grenmrmlm %
liis associntes. The German tribes werecontented
with this rude; but Hberal, autline of political
society. As soon as a youth, bornof free parents,
hed attained the age of manhood; he wasintro=
5}!”

'K-r-:m wigpeet that muprratition was the m
farm?  ‘The doscondssty of Odin (whase rice wis
yeur T80} ure said tﬁhﬂi&gﬂnﬁhhtﬂ“llﬁ“ﬂﬂi

ﬂcuﬁ:r:fliwdmmmhullﬂﬂ il i~
In the yeur TLED, T find & singuier bl'l',. lh“-“i 4
fetsion of artis 6 any exeept the king rutuble
vhat it was entured by ibe protence #M -
See Dalin's History of Swodeny la ﬁuw% "
sm. alemdialy. " e
* Tagit. Germ. c 43. s [Lell, l.l!:l#-
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duced into the general council of his country- crar
muen, solcmnly inyested with & shield and spesr, ™

nndaaclupted #Wiﬂﬂmﬁj—m&
seusons, o - mﬂ‘gmdm. "The 'trig}

of publie affences, the election of magistrates,
and thie great business of peace and war, were
determined by its independent voice.  Some-
times, indeed, these importamt questions were
previously considered, and prepared in 8 more
select: Mﬂ'ﬁrw chieftains?  ‘The
magistrates might deliberste ond persuade, the
peoplé anly could resolve and ‘execute; and the'
resolutions of the Germins were for the most
part hasty and violent. Barbarimms accustomed
to place their freedom in gratifying the present
passion, and their courage in overlooking all
I consequences, turned away with indig-

nant contempt from the remonstrances of justice
s o A A
W muarmur their '&Mm

c ‘But whenever a more
p‘ﬁfm't_r vindicate the mmutﬂiummm
_ €ither foreign or domestic injury, whenever he
called upon his fellow countrymen to assert the
national honour, or to pursue some cnterprise
full of danger and glory, a loud clashing of
shields and spears expressed the eager appfause
of the mnﬂ:ljr. For the Germans alwaygs met

J Geotius ehanges an expressinn of Tacltus, pertrectontus inte
Jrwtrgctanter,  The correction ls equally just amd ingenivus
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cuAp. inarms, and it was constantly to be drended,
Y- et an irregular multitude, inflamed with fac-

" ton and strong liquors, should use those arms
to enforce. s well ps to declare, their furious
- resolves.  We may recollect how uﬂmtﬁﬁ diets

of Poland have been poliuted with Llood, and
the more numergus party has been o compelled to
yield to the more violeut and seditious.”

ﬂm:uy A general of the mlmnrandmﬁaitm OCCAsIONS
of e, of dangers and, ﬁmmﬁmwwwd
and magis- gxtensive, severnl tribes concurred m the choice
of the same general.  The bravest warriar was
named to lead his countrymen into them
. by his example rather than by bis commands.
But this power, however limited, was still invi-
dious. It expired with the war, aud in time of
peace the German tribes acknowledged not any
supreme chicf®  Princes were, howeven, iy

pointed in. ﬁnﬂm.w i
dﬂtnf:ts In then. ice of
nmglstmtﬁ. as much regard was shewn to birth
as to merit." To each wu..mum
public, a guard, and a council of an hundred
persons ; and the first of the princes appears 10
have. eq;nyd lmqmufmkw
e R u;hl&ﬂ-lﬂﬂ"
tzmmwaﬂutpnm {he barams uten carried &
questisg, not so much by the mﬁ,ﬁ“awlﬁﬂ-!ﬁ#
armed follower gt

% Copsar do Bell, Gall. vi, #3. ='1-#'3" X
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the
wame time they were not authorised to punish
with death, to imprh;ln. or_even to strike, a
private citizen A people thus jealows of their
persons, and careless of their possessions, ﬁ;n‘t :
have been totally destitute of industry and the
mMaMdMahighmxofhnm:r
nﬁmen&mee
~ The Germans respected only those dutics Volumar
1nrlnrh they imposed on themsclves T!'E‘lmﬂmgh
mldiw r-:statnl with disdain the autho-
s s 8. “ The nuhk-st yiniths

I'm] .1 -
mmhmmmﬂ%
Cemubation prevafled among the com
« panions, to obtain the first p[m‘emtl:unatﬂm
‘“ol‘ their filﬁf"’h"lmmgﬂthrchicﬁ, ta acquire
“ e greatest mumber of valinnd c-t.-
"'“'i‘nhe ever surrounded by a band “select
“ youths, was the pride ﬂﬁ:ﬁ&'ﬁ & the
i‘."l!liel'a, i!mirmmmﬂttil#ure their defence

"I!Innrﬁmj.m..li 38
* Canar, vl BR,  Toeit Germe 26
f Tait Germ T,




N 866 THE DECLINE AND FALL
caAP. “in war.  The glory of such distinguished
IX- & herdes diffused itself beyond the narrow limits
" s of their own tribe. Presents and embassies
« solicited their friendship, and the fame of
- « their arms often ensured victory to' the party
« which they espoused. In the hour of danger
« it was shameful for the chief to be surpassed
. in valour by his companions ; shameful for the
“ companions not to equal the valour of their
« chief. To survive his fall in battle, was in-
« delible infamy. To protect his person, and to
s adorn his glory with the trophies of their.own
« exploits, were the most sacred of their duties.
« The chiefs combated for victory, the compas
= pions for the chief. The noblest warriors,
. “ whenever their native country was sunk inthe
“ laziness of peace, maintained their nunerous
- hpdlmmmethmne uf action, 10 eX-

« galdiers, the n'nrlfh slr:fd the bloody
« eyer victorious lance, were the m'mﬂm
“ the companions claimed from thwﬂhum*
“ their chief. The rude pluzpdhhw

“ hoard was the only pay that e could bestow,
« or they would decept.  War, rapine, and the
« freewill offerings of-bis friends, supplied the'
“ mateFials. of this munificence.” This instite-
tion, ®owever it might accidentally weaken the
several republics, invigorated the general charac:
ter nl' the Germans, and mﬂpmed nﬁlﬂlﬁ

Y l-'!‘-:it.ﬂum-l!. 14




OF TINIE ROMAN EMPINE.

1 7

them all the virtues of which barbarians are sus- cuar

ceptible ; the faith and valour, the hospitality
“Mhﬂmurmmm long afterwards
in the ages of chivalry.  The honourable gifts
bestowed by the chief on his brave companions,
have been swpposed, by an ingenious writer, to
contain the first rudiments of the fiefy, distri-
buted, after the conquest of the Roman pro-
vinces, by the barbarian lords among their vas-
sals, with asimilar duty of homage and military
service."  These conditions are, however, very
repugnant to the maxims of the avcient Ger-
mans, who delighted in mutual presents; but
without either imposing, or aceepting, the weight
of obligations

“ Inthe days of chivalry, or more properiy Gemss

% of romance, all the men were brave, and all
% the women were chaste;” and notwithstand-
ing the latter of these virtues is acquired and
preserved with much more difficulty than the
former, it is ascribed, almost without cxception,

to the wives of mma“m‘

was not in use, except among the princes, and
among them ouly for the sake of multiplying
their alliances, Divorces were prohibited by
mauners rather than by laws.  Adulteries were
punished as rare and inexpiable .crimes; nor

® Huprit“des Loz, 1 1ux, e 4. The befllinit m of

Moutemjuien s rorrected, bowever, by thy dry eold re of the
AbbE de Mably, - Obgervations sur I"Histoire de France, fom. 5, o
A5, L

! Gaodent muneribus, sl uee duts imputant, neo sceeplis whili-
potur. Teclt. Germ. o 21,

chastity.
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enar. wasseduction justificd by example and fashion.*
. We may easily discover, that Tacitus indulges
‘an honest pleasure in the contrast of barbarian
virtue with the dissolute conduct of the Roman
Indies;: yet there are some striking ciroum-
stances that give an air of truth, or at least of
probability, to the conjugal fnith and chastity

-of the Germans.
Pgrote- - Although the progress of civilization has un-

ke cnuacs

doubtedly contributed to assuage the fiercer pas-
 sions of human natore, it seems to have been
Jess Tavourable to the virtue of chastity, whase
most dangerous enemy is the softness of the mind.
‘The refinements of life corrupt while they polish
1he intercourse of the sexes. The ppet
of love hecomes most dangerous when it is ¢le-
 wated, or rather, indeed, disgnised by sentimental
- passion. Thdugmtufﬂrm of motion, and

beauty, and inflames
~the senses tln 'f&n-imnginttinn, Luxurious
 entértainments, midnight dances, and licentious 1
spectacles, present at once tm“
portunity to female frailty. From such dss-
gers the unpolished wives of the barbarians were
secured by poverty, solitude, and the puinfal
cares of @ doumestic life. The German s
mwmmm

¥ The aduiterves wos whipped thrangh s villagn Nshher wesith
m&qnﬂmm-m povend Tiwe
band. 18, L8 s - o

‘Muﬂmmhﬂﬂhhhmim]
mast faypirable to loves mﬁhmuzmrﬁ
st miapited to clloct thie bomitios of Bome, and o mell ther jut
tensderiews and senvuality,

, e
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Jealousy, were a better safeguard of conjugal fide- c_n&r.

lity, than the walls, the bolts, and the eunuchs
of a Persian haram. To this reason, another
may be added, of @ more honourable nature.
The Germans treated their women with esteem
and confidence, consulted them on every occasion
of importance, and fondly believed, that in their
hreasts resided a sanctity and wisdom more than
buman. Some of thesc interpreters of fate, such
as Velleda, in the Batavian war, governed, in the
name of the deity, the fiercest nations of Ger-
many.” The rest of the sex, without being
adored as goddesses, were respected as the free
and equal companions of soldiers; associated,
even by the marriage ceremony, to a life of toil,
of danger, and of glory®* In their great inva-
sions, the camps of the barbarians were filled
‘with a multitude of women, who remained firm
and undaunted amidst the sound of arms, the
‘warious forms of destruction, and the honourable
wounds of Mm-.‘llﬁhmhmds.ﬂ Fainting
driven back upon the enemy, by the generous
despair of the women, who dreaded death much
less than servitude. If the day was irrecoverably
lost, they well knéw how to deliver themselves
‘and their children, with their own hands, from

& Taclt. Annal. jv, 61, 6& S .

& The murriage present was -mwmmﬁu

Boe Gorm. e Q4 Tacit ls somewhat too Borld on the mubjpect.
* The change of exigers Into exugere Is 0 most eveellent corren.
thara,

YOL. I s h
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ciap. an insulting victor® Heroines of such acast

IX.

ity elaim our admiration ; but they were most

BT assuredly neither lovely, nor very susceptible of

jove. Whilst they affected toemulate the stern
virtues of man, they must have resigried that at-
tractive softness in which principally consists the
charm und weakriess of woman. Conseious pride
taught the German femnles' to suppress every
tender emotion that stood in competition with
honour, und the first honou --*1;‘;-_;-‘ «x has ever
been that of chastity. The sentiments and con-
duct of these high-spirited matrons may, at onee,
be considered as o cause, as an ‘effect, and as'a
proof of the general character of the nation.
Female courage, liowever it may he vaised by
fanaticism, or confirmed by habit, can be only &
i distinguishes the age or country in which it
wild epinions of savages can deserve that nsme)
was dictated by their wabts; their fears, and
their ignorance. They adored e rreat visible
objects and agents of nature, the sun and the

=

¥
et |}

i

.N:E-Qmar. | Piutarch, in Mario. Bofors. thagives:
s Hestraysd seniselves and_their children, they tad o

= "o
ol the !mﬂ.ll-rgiﬂ.l.'
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moon, the fire and the earth; together with ¢map.
those imaginary “ﬂﬁmﬂ', em mppused tﬂh e
preside over the most nt ;-

I h.ﬁ:._ e ;.I..
some T %ﬂfﬁﬂmtﬁm"

discover the will of the superior beings, and that

human sacrifices were the most precious and
le offering to their altars,

plause has been hastily bestowed on the mﬂﬁim’é

notion, entertained by that people, of the Deity,

whmn tlil;. Jlﬁi% within the walls of o
A 3 by any human figure ;
'hut w’ﬁm we recollect, that the Germans were
unskilled in archite tecture, and talaﬂrmrquuint-
ed with the art of sculpture, we shall readily
assign the true reason of a scruple, which nrose
not so much from a superiority of reason, as from
a want of ingenuity., The only témple!. in Ger- $
=mnnr Werl-: ik and ancient groves, consecrated '

by the reve ufmmudmg gt-ncmtmma Their

mretglnum. e OL AR AN
visible power, lllf prcﬁn ni:‘ no. di ;.‘.'." e
of fear or worship, impressed the mind

still %ﬂ%ﬂ&ﬂ of religious horror:* anil the
priests, rude and illiterate s they were, had been
taught by expu%m the use of every artifice that
coulil preserve and fortify impressions so well

ml.tad t.u their own interest. ".!u!..l'.'r (W
3 w
hmmm. Wﬂmm subilime harror by Lucen,

was i (e nelghbourhood of Marseliles ; bt there were mowy of the

same kind in Germany.

"
b -8 g e e
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Tl same ignorance which renders barharians
le of conceiving or embracing the uscful
restraints of laws, exposes them naked and un-
armed to the blind terrors of superstition, The
German priests, improving this fuvourable tem-
per of their countrymen, had assumed a juris-
diction, even in temporal concerns, which the
magistrate could not venture to exercize; and the
hanghty warrior patiently submitted to the lash
of correction, when it was inflicted, not hy any
human power, but hy the immediate order of
the god of war! The defects of civil policy
were sometimes supplied by the interposition of
ecclestastical authority. The latter wos ¢on-
stantly exerted to maintain silence and decency in
the popular assemblics; and was sometimes ex- .
tended to a more enlarged concern for the na-
tional welfare. A solemn procession was eci-
sionally celebrated in' the present countries of
Mecklenburgh and Pomerania. The unknown
symbol of the earth, covered with a thick veil,
was placed on a carriage drawn hy cows; and in
this manner the oddess, whoge comman resi-
dence was in the isle of Rugen, visited several
adjacent tribes of her worshippers. During het
progress, the sound of war was hushed, quarrels
Germans had an opportunity of tasting the bless:
ings ofpeace and harmony.® The. truce of Guod,

so0 often and so MWH#
. == - L b il . '
+ Tagit. Germania, «. 7- - A'Taclt. Germisnin, o ¥
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clergy of the eleventh century, was an obvious tgx,
imitation of this ancient custom.®

But the influence of religion was far more ;e
powerful to inflame, than to moderate, ﬂeﬁm«e
passions of the Geérmans. Interest ane
often prompted its ministers to sanctify the most
daring and the most unjust enterprises, by the
approbation of heaven, and full ~assurances of
success. The consecrated standards, 1o
in the groves of superstition, were plared in the
front of the battle;* and the hostile army was
devoted with dire execrations to the gods of war
and of thunder.” In the faith of soldiers (and
such were the Germans) cowardice is the most
unpardonable of sins. A brave man was the
worthy favourite of their martial deities; the
wretel who had lost Lis shield, was alike banished
from the religious and the civil assemblies of his
conntrymen.  Some tribes of the north seem to
linve embraced the doctrine of transmigration,”

others imngined & paradise ofdn
dmnke&nm' All mam i ife sper

in anather i’ﬁu'iti.

+® gea D, luhﬂ‘hm"-l!htm?nfﬂhﬂ‘h? wali i, mote J0.

Pyl Gernn & 7. mmﬂiﬂn'ﬂmﬂl}mhﬂlﬂm
Hmaa

¥ See an invtanes of this eustom, mm:hl.-l'r.-

* Cpsir, Diodorus, sml Lucun, seem’ s ascribe this w
the Gails; bun M. Pelloutier (Histire des: Celies, L i, & 18), ls-
hhﬂh!m.hﬂ'lhhnpt-lnm 0 mure sribodox etas.

* Comcerning this grom tut elluring ductrine of the Edds, see
fable 11, i the carious versing of 1hat book, pubdiched by M. Maly
Jet, in lis Intreduction te the History of Denmark,

sb s
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“cnar.  The immortality so vainly promised by the
“_:L priests, was in some degree conferred, by the
Thebards. hards. That singular order of men has most
deservedly attracted the notice of all who have
attempted to investigate the antiquities of the
Celts, the Seandinavians, and the Germans,
Their geniusand character, as well as the rever-
ence paid to that important office, have been
sufficiently illustrated. But we cannot so easily |
express, or even roneely - enthusiasm of
of their :rulhenm: Among a polished pq:npl:_,__a,_.._
taste fur poetry is rather, an amusement of the.
fancy, than a passion of the soul, And yet,
when in calm retirement we peruse the combats.
deseribed by Homer or Tasso, we are insensibly.
seffuced by the fictiony and. feel a momentary,
gﬁrui’ martial ardour. Bul bhow faiut, how
mldﬁ&umﬂhﬂ%}wﬂmﬂﬂe i
solitary study! It was in them
the feast of victory, that the bards
eelebrated the rlory of heroes of m m‘
the ancestors of those warlike chieftains ﬂnlhlq.
ened with transport to their. artless but
ed strais, The view of arms and nfm
he:ghl.cmcd the effect of the military song; and
the passions which it tended to ﬂute,,lﬁm
of fame. and the contempt of death, were the

habhi !uul‘sultmu nts of a btrmat*hnd. .

¥ See Tadlt, Gorm . L Divvdor. Sioul L *1.1'.1.1.!:._
mmmwwﬁ.ﬂ fnmmnu _

e i,
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Such was the situation,and such were the CHAP.
manners, of the ancien an -Thr.ir cli- 4
of religion, then f freedo ] o
‘ r... 'y_ I.r r “ '.
melehtmy heroes. Andmﬂ

; _m‘nhmdraiﬁmi

.gﬂlhei:r ﬂn’ymmvartud ly the intestine divi-
iu;\;-_,nﬁmmt ermany.

o+ Tt has been observed, with mg:uut;r, lﬂﬂwzu ol
not without truthy that the commund of o™
~ svan gwus a nation the command of gold.  But

m tribes of (:{Tmnnj'¢ ulike dl:‘st:..ute of
bﬂﬂ' ' :"' i
2o acquire, by t

dron. . Swords, and th.e I:mgl.'r l.mrl ni‘ Innm-.
ey mﬂmnﬂﬂﬂnm.' Their framee (as they
ealled them in their own langyage) were long
spears, headed withya sliarp but narrow iran puml.

'm-uuwnmmwwmhm-m-&ww
'rp.uprn in Thgele mmg-nuhm e G-
mu. hm ﬁ__n-. I-"“l"]'-' Miael Tissrnesd l.n.'Hn; il ght b pmred,
Emmm comdescend to reflect, thnt dhmilar manoers
'ﬂ[\lﬁlﬂﬂ}' hm by shmllar situations,
onhd
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“cuar. andwhich, as occasion required, they either darted
X from a distance, or pushed in close onset. With
this spear, and with a shield, their cavalry was
contented. A multitude of darts, seattered*
with incredible force, were an additional resouree
of the infantry. Their military dress, when
they wore any, was nothing more than a loose
mantle. A variety of colours was the only
drnament of their wunlien or nmtshmﬂu. Few
of the chiefs were d by cuirasses,
scarce any by belmets. Though the horses of
Gﬂmﬁu,' were neither beautiful, swift, nor praes
hsed:,n the skilful evolutions of the Roman ma-
nege, several of the nations obtained renown by
their cavalry ; but, in general, the principal
strength of the Germans consisted in their infan-
try,* which was drawn up in several decp co=
lumns, according to the distinction of tribes and
andot 6o Gumilics. Impatient. of fatigue or delay, these
half-armed warriors rushed to battle with dissoe
nant shouts,and disordered ranks; and sometimesy
Ly the effort of native valour, prevailed over
the constrained and mare artificial bravery of
the Roman mercendties. But as thedbarbarians
poured forth their whole souls on the first onset, «
they knew not how to rally, or to retive, Ay
repulse was a sure defent; and a defeat was
most commonly total destruction. When we

wm Ay

4
* Missilia’ sporgunt. Tacit. Germ. o mu-lluhmiﬂ
used @ vague sxpreaian, or be meant Mmmﬂnnﬂ!ﬂ'

dom,

-nuhwmﬁ-nwwr !
nerally fought on horssback, ]
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vecollect the complete armour of the Rumm:- ﬂr.u'.’
soldiers, their discipling, exercises, evolutions,
fortified mﬁnﬁ‘ww& appears

amdl the various troops of the auxiliorics, which

uﬂnﬂdﬁ&m The contest was too
unerqual, till the introduction of Tuxnry had ener-
vated the vigour, and o spirit of disobedience
and sedition had relaxed the discipline, of the
Roman armies: The introduction of barbarian

auxilinries into those armics, wns a mensure nt-

tended with very abvious dangers, o3 it might
gradually instruct the Germans in the arts of war
and of policy. Although they were admitted in
small numbers, and with the strictest pl-emmﬂn,
the example of Civilis was proper to convince
the Romans, that the danger was not imaginary,
and M'Nl' precautions were not always suffi-

mur.‘ll w wars’ that rulluwed the

nm.b-l am! smuna, Mﬁ
A 1kﬁ1g'n of freedom and ambition. Eight Batavian
cohorts, renowned in the wars of Britain and
Italy, repaired to his standard. « He introduced
an army of Germans into Gnnl;mﬂl&l

“The relation of this entrrpriss poeupies & grest pmahh fourth
Afth Sodkis of ihe Histiry of Taclins, znd |s more remarkalile for
iy ﬂqumﬁﬂm prspleulty. Bir Henry Saville Has oheerved seves
#J-m
T Tacit Hiss iv, 15 - Like them be had lst an 3.

R



~ GHAP. O Wul cities of Treves and Langres {a
= emhﬂt.!c his cause, defeated the legions, destroyed
TS their fortified camps, and employed against the
Romans the military knowledge which he had
acquired in their service. When at length, after

an obstinate struggle, he yiclded to the powerof

the empire, Civilis seeured himsell and Lis coun.

try by an bonourable treaty, The Batavians still
continued to occupy the islands of the Rhbinef$

the allics, not the servants, of the Roman mo-
BRICHY. . o g AT e NI

Cisit di= |3y The strength of ancient Germany appesrs
Geemuny formidable, when we consider the effects that
might have heen produced by its united effort,

The: wiide extent of country might very possibily
contain a million of warriors, as all who wereof

e to bear arms wmnfahmpermmthﬂn

-i

f'nr!jf imlqmuLnt states; nmJ even, lggldi-lt_ﬁ
the union. of the several tribes WM
loose and precarions. The barbarians were casily
provoked ; they knew not how to forgive an in-
Jurx.gnu:}l immmlt. their re:;eutnm#m
bloody and i Fhe casnal M
so frequently by ed in their timul

ties of hunting or drmkmg, were mﬂimmli_lﬂ 1

|
'|

hﬁhmm two thin * g
-h-:mmn-ﬂm ' chamgyd by ar sad “
naiurr. hmw.mmnﬁ'amm s
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inflamé the minds nfwhnhm“[hn private e,w
feud of any considerable ch ‘ ael__

tisries " nf'- uuhtndu and dﬂ-
mﬂm méummml hy their

neighbours, attested the terror ﬂw
and in some measure defended them from the
B FE

#The Br __: .‘ :._.-_:_:. ”I_.I : ‘___.. M}fm::nrm!
e P S L F tha p
".-mwwm'ﬁ% o

tribes,! provoked by their insolence, s
“ hy the hopes of spoil, and perhaps inspired
“ the tutelir deities of the empire.. Ahnw,mt_r
“thousand barbarinns were destroyed ; nat by,
“ the Roman arms, but in our sight, and for
“ gur entertainment. May the nations, enemics
“ of Rome, eves pn:anrm this enmity to each

wmmhmmmﬂ“ﬂhmm. -
by Wazarius, Ammico jClandian, &eoar & Il ai Framks M .

Claver, Germ. Anthy. L i, e T8
¥ m;uﬂuinhrmmhm Mﬂpﬁ,ﬂ
aome wd, depdars for Pergenfidus,

1 Tesit, Gerimania, e T 'rh-"puh 'whhmdnhm-_r
unigry with Tarlius, tilks of Ghe devil Wl was 2 wiurgersr (rom the
vegoning, & e,
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~ enar. worthy of the humanity than of the patriofism
IS of ‘Tacitus, express the invariohle thaxime of
the policy of his countrymen.  They deemed it
a much safer expedient to divide than to'combat
the barbarians, from whose defeat they esuld
derive - neither honour nor advantage. The
money and negoviations of Rome insinvated
themselves into the heart of Germany; and every
art of seduction was nsed with Jigmty to con-
cilinte those nations whom pfoxlmi'tyﬁ
the Rhine or Dunube might ‘the most
useful friends, as well as the most troublesome
enemies.  Chicfs of renown and power were
flattered by the most trifling presents, which they
either as marks of distinction, or os the
instruments of luxury. In civil dissensions, the
*nh-r hcthn endetvoured to strengthen its

Entan.i into secret mﬁxmﬂsﬁ?}

- Germans was fomented ﬁr
the intrigues of Rome ; and every plan of union
and public good was defeated by the w
bias of private Jultms_f and interﬂl-t"i-
Trassieat  Fhe general mnnpmq which terrified the ﬂ‘h
azaine  Mins under the reign of Marcus Antnnmu! Eufn-‘
e prohended almost all the nations of
s and even Sarmisiia, from the mnut.hufﬁmf :

e

- .

= Muny sraces of this policy map be discovered ‘In Tacifus and
Dian § nd Wany Gre msy MMMW o
Bature, - » N i il

s 2 o g gk il -
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to that of the Danube® It is impossible rnr CMAP.

us to determing wmmw

rians were neither allure WMM~_H
provoked ambition, of the Roman mo-
narch. This dangerous invasion required all the
firmness and vigilance of Marcus, He fixed
generals of ahility in the several stations of at-
tock, and assumed in person the conduct of the
most important province on the Upper Danube.
After a long and doubtful conflict, the spirit of
the barbarians was subdued. The Quadi and
the Marcomanni,” who had taken the lead in
the war, were the most severely punished in its
catastrophe. They were commanded to retire
five miles” from their own banks of the Da-
nube, and to deliver up the flower of the youth,
‘who were immediately sent into Britain, a remote
istand, where they might be secure as hostages,
‘and useful a5 soldiers® On the l’requeut rﬂhel-
lions of the Quadi and Marcoma

.-

-m._m_hm Ammian. Mareallin, L oxmi; o & Aursl
Victor, The emperar Marens was reduced 1o uell the rich furniture
ol the palace, and to enlist alaves und robbers

* The Marcomsnni, & eslony, whi, from fhe banks of the Hhins,
eccupied Hohrmia wnd Marevia, had ence erected & great and frmie
dable manaerchy under their king Murcbodinsi. lﬁ“lnbi‘ﬂ-
WNell. Pat. il, 104 Tecits Anpal i, & :

L8 hlﬁmq#lﬂhhlﬂlwthmw
tisn b0 ten times the distance.  Hlis ressonlng bs 'hulmrr.
‘conclmive. Five miles were sufficicnt ler 8 fartificd

% DHon, L bl and baxil.
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CHAP. mtnt-hﬂ'&m of ‘u province.  Flis designs were
2 by death. This formidable league,
however, the nn]y one that appears in the two
first centuries of the imperial hlstﬂry, '_:ru en-
tirely dissipated, w1thnut Ieavmg any traces be-
hind in
Distneien  Im the E:uu:rmnf ﬂfrls fntrn&uctnry chapter, we
of the Ger-pave confined ourselves to the general outlines of
the manners of Germany, without attemptingt#

“m

ﬂ"‘i‘mim: or of Plr.nllm} As the ancient, or

ns new tribes successively present themselves in

the series of this histery, we shall concisely men.

tion' their origin, théir situation, and their par-

ticular charicter. “Modern nations are fixed and
anduthe-a, mmmeted m:nnnt themsﬂ'l'tﬁ

itarY ind "'ﬂ’llétuntmg u_mmﬁmfln

mgst of saviges. The same’

often changed its inhabitants in%tlie'tide’af co ¥
quest and emistation. Theﬁmﬂm it -
uniting in a plan of defence or invasion, bes
ed n new title on their new mnﬁdm—g;“ﬁ* g
&iﬂﬂuﬂmhﬁ‘ an “ancient mnlbdmn@ _ '_ red
to the in t tribes their

ed from all parts to. the standas
teader; Imumphmm hei
rcm.umatlm of Lthe enterprisc soon glmmm-
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mnndmummntmnm the mixed multitude. The cné.r *
e T % ._,___ W]’“‘-I-PE-

Y

and the dlstnch which lmypm m he the ocen-

aicmul sct:ne of military operations. But a state
m and barbarism, the season of civil
commotions, or the situation of petty republics
raises almost every member of the community
mto a.r.tmn, and cunﬂﬂqumll}r into Ilﬂ‘l-ll!l‘:. 'TIE

_continually repeated umiilr 1
: and that the most splen-
- __I"I'E been frequently lavished
nn the must inconsiderable nlueqts. Py

'h*nmnm dlnntlﬂ&' ind mifrations of
ﬁnﬁuu M’irmm&el%ﬂum s Ao R,
B 4A-TLL uum thist the anthizuirkan sod the hﬂ.‘n.hﬂm
]
Mnm” Athens contamed only 31,000 cltinens,
ond Sparts no more than BOU00F  See itmne and Wallace so the
wumber of manking in anciont wind mgdern times,
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-
CHAP. X.

The emperars Decing, Gallus, FEmilianus, Vilerias,
and Gallienws.—The general irruption of the bur-
bizrians.—The thirly tyrants.

EHAI’ Fm}M the great sccu _gﬁ-ﬂ]ﬁﬁ celebrated by
— Philip to the death of the empetor Gallicnus,

:"f;'ﬁ:thm elapsed twenty years of shame and mis-

Fr fortune. During that calamitous period, every

e o P48 ; !

s instant of time was marked, every provinceal ©

The empe- Thﬂ'mhnut,fnrmiﬂycﬁﬂﬁdlf :
o PRI Gonceivin’y, that the successive musders of 0

the Roman world was afflicted, by barbarous in-
vaders and military tyrants, and the mined eme
pire seemed to approach the last and fatal mo-
ﬁﬁtnf its diasulutlun. The confusion I:f the

st - .- n clear and unbroken th.l'eﬂ
of naml‘hm Eun‘uundu! with lm_pi:@! 2]

.....

times mntru:h-:*t{:-r}, he fs. reduced’¢0 tollect, i!
compare, and to conjecture: and though be
oughit never to place his conjectures in the rank
of facts, yet the knowledge of human nature,
and of the sure operation afj.:aﬁm.lndm
restrained passions, mi t on some Mﬂm

supply ‘the want of hisf materials.

mmymhdhmudﬂlmumahﬂb-
giance between the prince and people; that all
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the generals of Philip were disposed to imitate enap.

the exnmple of their master; and that the crnprii:t-“m____
al armies, long since habituated to frequent and
violent revolutiyus, might every day raise to the

throne the mast re of their fellow-soldiers.
I‘].Iﬂnlxm ly add, that the rebellion against

the emperor Philip broke out in the sunmer of

the year two hundred and furty-ning, among the
Jmﬂf Mesin; and that a subaltern offices™
named Marinus, was the object of their seditions
choice.  Philip was alarmed, He drended Jest

first spark of n general conflagration. Distraeted

with the consciousness of his guilt and of his
danger, he communicated the intelligence to the
scnate.. A gloomy silence prevailed, the effect of

fear, and perhaps of disaffection - i]] at length Serviees,
Devius, one of the assembly, assuming a SPIFit fory, g
warthy of Lis noble extraction, ventured to dix. lr;i::u'l‘frh
cover more inteepidity than the Cmperor seemedeor Decius,
to possess. He treated the whole business wigh * * #*
contempt, as a L e tum

and Philip’s rival as 5 phantom of royalty, who

in a fﬁz few days would be destroyed by the

same hw that had created him, The-
speedy completion of the prophecy imspired Phi-

lip with a just esteem for so able o counsellor ;

and Decius appeared to him the enly person
capable of restoring peace and discipline to an

army, whose tumultuous spirit did notf immedi-

. )
* The expresilon nsed by Zoslmus and Fongras may signiiy thay

Eﬂinmm:uht!mrr. # eohort, of & begion,
VoL, 1. : occ
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cnar. ately subside after the murder of Marinus.  De-

X

cius, who long resisted his own nomination, seems
to have insinuated the danger of presenting a
leader of merit, to the angry and spprehensive
minds of the soldiers; apd his prediction was
again confirmed by the event. The legions of
Masia forced their judge to become their ac-
complice. They left him only the alternative of
death or the purple. His subsequent conduct,
after that decisive measure, was unavoidable.
e conducted or followed his army to the con-
fines of Italy, whither Philip, collecting all his
force to repel the formidable competitor whom
he had raised up, advanced to meet him. The
smperial tropps were superior in number;® but
the rebels formed an army of veterans, coms
manded by an able and experienced leader.
Philip was either killed in the battle, or put to
death a few days afterwards at Verona. His
‘son and assoviate in the empire was massacred
at Rome by the pratoriun guards; and the vie-
torious Decius, with more favourahle eircum--
stances than the ambition of that age can usunlly
plead, was universally acknowledged by the se-
nate and provinces. It is reported, that, imme-
diately after his reluctant acceptance of the title

* His birth at Buhalis, & Gittde village ln Punnonia (Butrop, By
Vietor in Carsarib. epitom.), Foema ta contradiet, ghless it wis merely
secidentalyvhly sapposed descmnt from (e Destl Gy hundred yrars
Bud bestowed nobility an the Deei @_nm.mm.ﬁ _
“What period, 1 ey were only plebelans of merit, and among {be St
Deciorum ks, & Juvenal, Sut, vill, 954 See the epiciisd
wpoach of Decive, ia Livy, =, f, 10
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of Augustus, he had assured Philip by a private cmar,

message, of his innocence and loyalty, solemnly ___f'“

protesting, that on his arrival in Ttaly, he would
resign the imperial ornaments, and return to the
condition of an obedient subject. His professions
might be sincere; but in the situation where
fortune had placed him, it was scarcely possible
that he could either forgive or be forgiven.”

e

The emperor Decius had employed a P e e
months in the works of peace and the admi- the Gothe,
nistration of justice, when he was summoned to* *

the banks of the Danube by the invasion of the
Goths. This is the first considerable ‘occasion
in which history mentions that great people, who
afterwards broke the Roman power, sacked the
capitol, and reigned in Gaul, Spain, and Italy,
So memorable was the part which they acted in
the subversion of the Western empire, that the
name of Goths is frequently, but improperly,
used as a general appellation of rude and war-
like barbarism.,

in thehegmmngufthﬁhﬁmrﬂil&uruut

the conquest of Italy, the Goths, in possession of ™

tetha

present greatness, very naturally indulged them. deiris.

selves in the prospect of past and of future glory.
They wished to preserve the memory of their an-
cestors, and to transmit to postefity their own a-
chicvements. The principal minister of the court
of Ravenna, the learned Cassiodorus, gratifiedthe
inclination of the Conquerors in a ic history,
which consisted of twelve books, now reduced to

* Fosmus, 1. i, P B0, Zonaras, 1. xii, P 804  Edit Lotryre:
eCc2
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the imperfect abridgment of Jornandes.® These.
writers passed with the most artful coneiseness
over the misfortunes of the nation, celebrated its
successful valour, and adorned the triumph with
many Asiatic trophies, that more properly be-

longed to the people of Seythia, On the faith of
ancient songs, the uncertain, but the only me-

morials of barbarians, they deduced the first

arigin of the Goths from the vast island, or pe-
ninsula, of Scandinavin® That extreme country
of the north was not unknown to the conguerors
of Ttaly : the ties of ancient consanguinity had
been strengthened by recent offices of friendships
and a Scandinavian king had cheerfully abdicated
lsis savage greatness, that he might pass the re-
mainder of his days in the peaceful and polished
court of Ravenna’ Many vestiges, which can-

'nntﬁemihedmthenﬂsafw;hrvmﬂy

¢ the ancient vesidence of the Goths in the
the Baltic. From the time
of the geugmpher Ptolemy, the southern plrt of
Sweden seems to have continued in the possession
of the less enterprising remnant of the nation, and
a large territory is even at present divided into
cast and west Gothland. During the middle ages
(from the ninth to the twelfth century), whilst
christianity was advancing with o slow progross
into the north, the Goths and the Swedes com-

‘&:ﬂm[’rﬁwﬂufﬂmmﬂnrmmdm 1t is surprising
thsat the lattes should: umqnm.ﬂmnﬂ'ﬂ

by Grotius, ul the Gotlile wrlicon, -

* On the suthority of Ablaviis, J-'ﬂﬁqmnﬂnﬂﬁnﬂl
chronlcles I verse. D N, Getlcls, o &
f Jornandesy o X
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posed two distinct and sometimes hostile mem ¢

bers of the same Mﬁy"mw ufthene
two names mmmw v
the former.  The Swedes, who might wel
satisfied with thefrown fame inarms, haveinevery
age claifved the kindred glory of the Gothis. In a
mament of discontent against the court of Rome,
Charles the Twelfth insinuated, that his victori.

otis troops were not dégencrated from their brave
ancestors, who had already subdued the mistress

of the world®

’f‘{”

Till the end of the eleventh century, a cele-Reiizia of
brated temple subsisted at Upsal, the most consi."™* “***

derable town of the Swedes and Goths. Tt was
enriched with the gold which the Scandinavians
had aequired in their piratical adventares, and
sanctified by the uncouth representations of the
three principal deities, the god of -war, the god-
dess of generation, and the god of thunder. Tn
the general festival, that was salemnized every
ninth year, Hiﬂmhﬁl[‘ “every .,'E [wnh—
out excepting the human) were sacrifice
their blecding bodies suspended h th huﬂd
grove u!]mnt to the temple!  The only traces

¥ Sp= {0 the hmprnmum s large exinicts rom Adam
o Premen, pod Sexo-Grammaticus.,  The (erger weow in the year,
3077, the latter Rourished abeut the year 1200,

b Woltalee, Iistoise de Oharles wir, b iils. When the Austrists
s thyw mlid of e eourt dmwmmu Thry
always representod that congiiror s thi el seesess® ol Aluric.
Hiarte's Histiry of Gustavos, vol. i, p. 125 r{

i Sew Adwm el Bremen in Grotii Prolegomenlds, p 1053 The temple
of Uil was destroyed by Jugo king off Swedan, wha Brgua his reign

in

ces

¥
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craP. that sow subsist of this barbarie superstition are
% contained in the Edda, a system of mythology,

compiled in feeland about the thirteenth century,

and studied by the learned of Denmark and Swe-

dén, as the most valuable remains of their an-

cient traditions.

Lot Notwithstanding the mysterious obscurity of

damh o the Edda, we can easily distinguish two persons

Odia.  eonfounded under the name of Oding the god of
war, and the great legislator of Scandinavie.
The latter, the Mahomet of the north, institutél
a religion adapted to the climate and to the
people. Numerous tribes on either side of the
Baltic were subdued by the invineible valour of
Odie, by his persuasive eloquence, and by the
fame, which he acquired, of a most skilful mi-
gician. The fsith that he bad propagated dur-
mgnlomgandpmlyemu life, bie confirmed by

m * Apprehensive of the izno-
of disense and mﬁrmltr, he n e

solved to expire as became a warrior. In nsnm

mssembly of the Swedes and Goths, he w g

himsell in nine mortal places, Iqmeningﬂiy {H‘

he asserted with hisdying voice) toprepare the feast

of heroes in the palace of the god of war* ' -
Agrecsble The native and proper habitation of Odin is
tain by po. distinguished by the appellation of As-gard. The
e, happy resemblunce of thut name with As-burg,
din. "

in the year iurs, wal abvut fourscore yenrs allsrwards o chektien

enthedrol was o eeted on (e rulie See Didin's Hlllm;iilllﬂlt

in the ﬂhllulhnﬂlx R eande,

'mhhtmiwﬂm i I'Histoice dy Dasncmare,

R

-
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or As-of)! words of a singular signification, has: unflt
given rise to an historical system of so plessinga
contexture, that we couldalmost wish to persuade
ourselves of its t Itis supposed that Odin
was the ehief of a t e of barbarinus which dwelt
mtbn,,hghdumlakehimmtiﬂthnﬁﬂ! of
Mithridates and the arms of Pompey menaced
the north with servitude. That Odin, yielding
with indignant fury to a power which he was un-
able to resist, conducted his tribe from the fron-
tiers of the Asintic Sarmatia into Sweden, with
MM&WW&
treat of freedom, a religion and a progle, which,

in some remote age, might be subservient l:nh
immortal revenge ; when his invincible Goths,
armed with martial f{anaticism, should issue in

numergus swarms from the neighbourhood of the
polar cirele, to chastise the oppressars of man-
kind.™
suecessive generations of Goths Were gmigr-
thon of the

If somany
w#m;@mmwu of their o ol
scnmling-
ﬁnndmnvmnnrm “m m;hmi::
*mnw,ph mmllmrﬂmm{m
= amd Stbphuaus Byazniinne, the vostigee of suehl o city sl pémle,
= This woalirful expedition of Odin, which, by deducing the
enmity of the Gethe s Rammags from se memorble ¢ eaune, might
nppir the noble prounfwork of 50 epic permy Cunnot wfuly L vg-
eelyed as authentic Bistery,  Acconding to the obvions sense of the
Bdda, and the hieepretation off e most akilfil eriiles,
initewdd of denoting & real clty of the Asfatic Sarmaris, 1= the
appellition of the mystic shode of the guds, the. of Seandis
uavin, from whesse the propher wan suipused o when he
annoufced BisWew beiigion te the Gothic aatlons, Sho wen: alrsudy
sexted jin the ssupherm parts of Sweden. .
' ccd
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T LA % such unlettered barbarians, any distinet account -
veaes O the time and circumstances of their emigra-
tion.  To cross the Baltic was an easy and na-.
tural attempt. The inhabitants of Sweden were
masters of a sufficient number of large vessels,
with oars," and the distance is little meore than
one hunired miles from Carlseroon to the nearest
ports of Pomeranio and Prossia. Here, at length,
we land on firm and historic ground. At least as.
carly as thet_hmtum era,! and as_ late as the
age of the Antonines,” the Gothswere established.
towards the mouth of the Vistuly, and in thet
fertile province where the commercial cities af
Thorn, Elbing, Koningsberg, and Dantzick,
were long afterwards founded'  Westward of
the Goths, the numerous tribes of the Vanduls. -
were spread along the hm:h of the Oder, and-
sea-coast uf annrnnm and Mecklﬂnhmg o
mtﬂmﬂmm :aqmg-
¢ Gﬂﬂls were r:rl.gl.mm}' ﬂlﬁm

‘Fa!ﬂnhu&'

people.”  The latter appear to have been subs

* Tacit. Germania, c.44. . b!*

* Tacit. Aunal. ii, 62 1 we could yield & frm ma=nt the mae o
vigations of Pytheas of Marsellles, ﬂumlﬂhﬁtmmmﬂ
mﬂiﬂlﬁﬁcmhﬂ theee hndred befure -

* Pualemy, 1. i g bnfcs EA R

-B;fh-ﬂmuﬂhnthm ﬂumd‘“m
knighitr. ‘The eonijuest and onvershom of Prossia were compleied by
these sdventurers bn (he thirteenth century. i

* Pliny (Hist. Nator. fr, 14) and Procopiue (in Bell. Vandak iy

e 1) agree in Shis opinioo. Th,liudh II-]ﬂ-P
#miwﬂhmﬁt -
"y gy . =
B g ; e =S =

_— 1-|'I|

-y
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Hivided into Ostrogoths; Visigoths, and Gepide.?
The distinction among. the Vandals: was more
strongly markﬂi- bjl’ thl.'. M ‘names. uE'
Heruli, B r Iﬂalmﬁtj’
of ather ]ﬂym n‘ml]r ufwhﬂ. I:tl'-ﬁm

age, expanded themselves into powerful monar-

chies: e - -

"@

Mlgnnfth&ﬁmninm the Gaths were Frm
atill seated in Prossie. Abouft the mignil‘ m tha
ander Severus; the Romin provinee of Dacia had Ukt

already L\Ilm‘d Lhe&r pruwuh by frequent

fore; of - abiout seventy vears, we must place the
second migration of' the Goths from the Baltic to
the Fuxine; but the eause that produced it licg
coneealed among the various motives which ac-
tante the conduct of unsettled barbarinns, Either
n puitlunﬂ' or a famine, a victory, ora defeat,
an oracle of the gods, or the eloguence of @
daring lemder, were : mfﬁmnt to impel the Gothic
arms on the milder climates of the south. Te-

ithe
numbers and spirit of the Gulhsm_qml to

T‘tlr.- w Filuf, the enstern and westedn Gathe, Mmﬁ those
denamindlinng ﬂu- abeir origina! st In Senndine T all their
Patisre sarclses Anil awttlesnepts, they preservind, with thuir s, the
sarme celative situntion.. When they firs deportad from Sweden, the
mﬁn:mbu;wunm-lnﬂhmnmlt The ihind boing =
lisavy sller, lagged behind, and the crew, .mmm

imnlnuhn. reesived, Trom that circomstanee, the af
Gepiile, ﬂlglm Jornandes, e 1T,
¥ 8oe a frlgment of Pater Patricios in the E T.egntipnmm ;

M-ﬁh n:p.nhum protable dste, see Tillcmout, illll-! ilen Eme
Feruurs, Lo, nl, I 34
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"crrll;r. the most dangerous adventures, The use of round

e

bucklers and short swords rendered them formi-
dable in & close engagement ; the manly obedi.
ence which they yielded to hereditary kings, gave
uncommon union and stability to their councils;®
and the renowned Amala, the hero of that age,
and the tenth ancestor of Theodoric, king of
Italy, enforced, by the ascendant of personal
merit, the prerogative of his birth, which he de-
rived from the gnses, or demi-gods of the Gothic

The Gothie .~ The fame of a great enterprise ukmted the

nntion |-

eresses in DFavest warriors from all the Vandalic states of
e warch: Germany, many of whom are scen a few years

afterwards combating under the common stand-
ard of the Goths’ The first motions of the

mngrmmmndthemm the banks of the Prys

.

pec.ariver universally conceived by the ancients

to be the southern branch of the Borysthenes®

mmdmwm through the

plains of Poland and Russin gave a direction to

their line of march, and o constant supply of fresh

water and pasturage to their numerous herds of

= Ominium harum gestiom insigne, rotumin s, breves glufil,
ricrgn reges obsequium,.  Tacll. Germania, o 41 Th-,ﬁﬂﬂjﬂ'
bubly sequired their iron by the commeny of smber.

® Jornendes, o 18, Ak

" The Herull, snd the Uregund] or nurp-ﬂ.mr-'ﬁmﬂd!
mentioned.  Soe Muscot’s Wistacy of the Germans, & v A jassage
in the § Aogigtan history, p &%, sewms to allide o this grest vnigre- -
trm. The hgmumannic wir was pardy oeonsiuned by the [researe
of barbarous U bes, who fied beloce the atuis of mors norther bar-
barians, |

* D'Ansillé, Geographic Ancisnae, and the thind part of Nis loe
womparable map of Earoge,
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cattle. « They followed the unknown course of ;00
the river, confident in their valour, and careless X =
of whatever power might nppmerﬂﬁr;ngrm P
The Bastarne and the Venedi were the first who
presented themselves; and the flower of their :
yourth, either from choice or compulsion, increased
themnmy The Bastarna dwelt on the
northern side of the Carpathinn mountains : the
immense tract of land that mpnmte&tﬁem

tarn: from the savages of Finlund was pmsmeﬂ'

or rather wasted, by the Venedi:* we have some
reason to believe that the first of these Mti-:n.n,

which distinguished itself in the Macedonian

war,” and was afterwards divided into the for-
midable tribes of the Peuciui, the Borani, the

Carpi, &c. derived its origin from the Germans.

With better authority, a Sarmatian extraction

may be assigned to the Venedi, who rendered
themselves so famous in the middle ages® Bulp,.o.e
the confilsion of blood and manmers on thatGomes
doubtful frantier often d the most acen- s
rate observers® As the | advinced near

the Euxine sea, they encountered & purér race of
Sarmatians, the Jazyges, the Alani, and the
*Roxolani; and they were probably the first Ger-

mans who saw the mouthis ol the Borvsthicnes,

and of the Tanais. If we inquite into the cha-

* Taclt. Germania, . $6. I

_* Cluver. Germ. Antinus, L il & L - _\‘f

*The Venedi, the Slawi, and the un-.,m;mnm-;.m
mﬂ"ﬁlmm Juorranides, & B ]

* Tacitus most sssuredly deserves that titie, amd ¢Yen Lis coutions
wpene b & preod’ of biy diligent inguirics,
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l'."!ln.r racteristic marks of the people of Germany and of
e Slm'.lmt.'ia. we shall discover that those two grmt
pﬂrhun-: af human kind were principally distin
guizhed by fixed huts or moveable tents, by I!-
«close dress, or flowing garments, by the marringe
of one or of severul wives, by a military foree,
consisting, for the most part, either of infantry or
envalry; and, above all, by the use of the Teuto-
nic, or of the Selavonian language, the last of
which has been diffused, by conguest, from the
confines of Ttaly to the nieighhourhood of Japan.
Doeip-  The Goths were now in possession of the
me Ukraine, a country of considerable extent and
uncammon fertility, intersected with navigable:
rivers, which from either side discharge themeelves
into the Borysthenes, and interspersed with Inrge
and lofty forests of oaks.  The plenty of gﬂﬂ!
and fish, the innumerable hee-bives deposited in
i@ ollow ﬂf*ﬂﬂlm-“ﬂ in the mrﬁkﬂ '
5 rming, even in that rude ng#‘t"
M branch of commorce, the sizé“of
cattle, the temperature of the air, the dptnessol
the soil for every species of grain, and the: W
riancy of the vegetation, all displayed the libe-
rality of mature, and templed the m.ﬁmdﬁ-
man® But the Goths withstood all t.hm‘ﬂﬁ’tpﬂ“
tions, and still gdhiered to a nreurmur 4
poverty, and of rapine. I

*Ge Mistary of the Tartars, p 402 :!t.l-n mﬁﬁ.*
po 810y traversed the Ukming in Mﬂmwﬂ
Comstantinaple. | The hiﬁmh a jyst repre=
sentatlin of the anelent, k-“!-hururhﬂmmr
remping in o mtate of pPosure.
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The Seythian hordes, which, towards the cast, cHar.®
bordered on the new settlements of the Goths, "
presented nothing twthmrmmﬁadmht,-mmh
ful chance of an unprofitable victory:  But th&nmn
prospect of & Roman territorics was ﬁrml“’“"’“"
alluring 3 d the ficlds of Dacia were covered:
thh rich. harsests, sown by the hands of an

. and exposed to be gathered by those
of & warlike, people. Tt is probable, that. the
conguests of Trajan, maintained by his successors,
less for any real advantage, than for ideal dignity,
had contributed to weaken the empire on that
side. The new and unsettled province of Dacia
was neither strong enough to resist, nor rich
enough to satiate, the rapaciousness of the bar-
barians. As long as the remote banks of the
Niester were considered as the boundary of the
Roman power, the fortifications of the Lower
ube were more carelessly guarded, and the
inhinbitants of Meesia lived in supine security,
fondly conceiving themselves at an mnecesmhle
distance from any
tigns of the Goths, under the reign u!".‘l'ﬁllip.
fatally convinced them of their mistake. The
king, or leader of that fierce nation, traversed
with contempt the province of Dacia, and passed
both the Niester andthe Danube without encoun-
tering any opposition capable of retarding his
‘progress. ‘The relaxed discipline of the Roman
troops betrayed the most important pilis, where
they were stationed, and the fear of digerved pu-
nishment induced great numbersof thein to enlist
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~ enar. under the Gothic standard.  The various multi-
":__tmh af barburians appeared, at length, under the
T walls of Marcianopolis, a city built by Trajan in
honour of Lis sister, and at that time the capital

of the second Mwsin.” The inhabitants consent-

ed to ransom their lives and property, by the
payment of a large sum of money, and the inva-

ders retreated back into their deserts, animated

rather than satisfied, with the first suceess of their

arms against an opulent but feeble country. In-
telligence was soon transmitted to the emperor
Decius, that Cniva, king of the Goths, had pass-

ol the Danube a second time, with more cohgi-
derable forces : that his numerous detachments
seattered devastation over the provinee of Masis,

whilst the main body of the army, consisting of
seventy thousand Germans and Sarmatians, 8

force equal to the maest daring achieveinents, re-

veiom - Deeius found the Goths engaged before Ni-
the Gothic copolis, on the Jatrus, one of the many mon=
¥ o ments of Trajan's victories.s - On his approach
they raised the siege, but with a design only of

_ marching away to & canquest of greater import
"I the disteenth eBiptee. of Tarnandes, instead of sorumdo Bx~
slum, weo Moy veptone oo subetitote soeumdan, the woemd Maciny of
which Marclanopolis wae certaioly the eaplesl (soe Hicrocles &8,
hmlmnn.wmrmg ad Tocum,y (v 636, Heoerar), Tt e
prining how s palpable ervor of the scribe could sscape the judicious
correetiun of Grotims: Bl = R
§ The place. b wtill called Nicop. The littie siresm, an whast
ks fi tood, falls into the Damube D'Anville, Geographie A%
elenpe, tom, I, p 30T, .

-
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ance, the siege of Philippopolis, a city of Thrace, car”

founded by the father of Alexander, near the foot
of mount Haemus* Deciusfollowed them through
& difficult country, and by forced marches; but
when he imagined himself at a considerable dis-
tance from the rear of the Goths, Cpiva turned
with rapid fury on his pursuers. The camp of
the Romans was surprised and pillaged, and, for
the first time, their emperor fled in disorder
before a troop of half armed barbarians, Aftéra
long resistance, - Philippopolis, destitute of suc-
cour, was taken by storm. A hundred thousand
persons are reported to have been massacred in
the sack of thot great city! Many prisoners of

quence became a valuable accession to the
spoil; and Priscus, a brother of the late emperor
Philip, blushed not to assume the purple under
the protection of the barbarous enemies of
Rome* The time, however, consumed in
that tedious siege, ennbled Decius to revive the
courage, restore the discipline, and recruit the

numbers of his troops.  He- intercepted several
parties of Carpi, nnd ather Germans, who were
hastening to share the victory of their country-
men,' intrusted the passes of the mountains to
officers of approved valour and fidelity,” repaired

& Spephan, Bymnt, de Urbibus, pe T4 Weasaling Dienerzs,
P 136, Zooures, by sn odd mistake, mocribes the fuundlatios o
Phitippopolis to the immediate predevessar of Declgs. - -

L Amumis, muxi, 5 E Aurel. Vietos, o,

! Ficuria carpice, on some snedals of Decius, insinuate thess od-
Fantages, J '

= Clandivs (who sfherwards reigned with s moch plory). swr
postedd in the pae of Thermopyle with 300 Dardunisus, #00 besvy

f angd
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“guar. and strengthened the fortifications of the Danube,
1 md,ext'rtﬂl his utmost vigilance Lo oppuse eis
" ther the progress or-the retreat of the Geths.
Encouraged by the return of fortune, he anxi-
ously waited ifor an opportunity Lo rétrieve, l_tjr
a great and decisive blow, his ewn glory, and
that of the Roman arms”
Decios e A g the same time when Deelus was struggling
rives the
wiiceof  With the violence of the tempest, his mind,
ey calm and deliberate amidst the tumult of wary
:fm‘;:'"r myﬁt@:tedtke:rm general - mtlm,
since the age of the Antonines, had so impetu-
ously urged the decline of the Roman great-
ness.  He soon discovered that it was impos-
sible to replace that greatness on a permanent
basis, without restoring public virtue, ancient
p.gm::tplnu and manners, und the oppressed ma-
jm;pnitheinws. To execute this noble but
desigm, w to revive the
Off 3 an ﬂmﬂ‘, Mtﬂ
g s il lmlmlmmtml in its pristine in 3.
so much contributed o the perpetuity

state,” till it was usurpmlnndgmdtuﬂ:mg L )

wod 160 fight hoese, 60 Qretan srcheen, and lummmi-lp
erulin knwwmmmmmuudw.hq-

! Augmstas history, p. 200,
-s-b-,.!u. i o

= Jornandes, e. Iﬁ-h met.l.l.g,ﬂ. Inthe genersl ar-

cigng of this war, I Ts easy o discover mwm‘.
the Gothic aml the Greclan writer.  I'n corelesiness  alane I.II": arme

alike. V— e apl
* Montesquign, Grandsar Ihuhqr m-r.e-ﬂli- Ha :

m:f;hﬂn_ Y u&*ﬁﬁ';m . "F with his uﬂi}; .

grnnity, smd ; L3 '
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by the Cmsars” Conscious that the favour of cuaf
the sovereign may confer power, but that the *
esteem of the people can alone bestow. authority,

he submitted the choice of the censor to the un-
biassed voice of the senate.. By their unamimous . » #51.
votes, or rather acclamations, Valerian, whum 1
was afterwards emperor, and who then served

with distinction in the army of Decius, was de-
clared the most worthy of that exalted honour.

As soon as the decree of the senate was trans-
mitted to the emperor, he gssembled a great
council in his camp, and, before the investiture

of the censor elect, he apprised him of the
difficulty and importance of his great office.

« Happy Valerian,” said the prince to his dis-
tinguished subject, “ happy in the general ap-

# probation of the senate and of the Roman re-

“ public! Accept the censorship of mankind ;

% and judge of our manners. You will select

* those who deserve to continue members of the

“ senate; you will restore the equestrian order

% tp its ancient npleddm:r you will improve the

“ pevenue, yet moderate the public burdens,

“ You will distinguish into regular classes the

“ various and infinite multitude of citizens, and

% accurately review the military strength, the

“* wealth, the virtue, and the resources of Rome.

* Your decisions shall obtain the farce of laws.

“ The army, the palace, the minumf '-u‘:z“ruutiw,

* Vespasian und Tins were the last eensors (Plny Hise Nstur.
vil, 48, Cendorints de Die Natsll!, The modesty. nr'l'rljl.n refused
an honour which bedeserved, and his example m-hrmm
Antonines. See Plioy's Panegyric, ¢ 45 acd 60,

YOL. I. »d .
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cuap, « and the great officers of the empire are ail
X. w gubject to your tribunal. None are exempt-
« g, excepting only the ordinary consuls,* the
« prefect of the city, the king of the sacrifices,
« gand (as long as she Preserves her chastity in-
« viglate) the eldest of the vestal virgins, Even
« these few, who may not dread the severity,
w will anxiously solicit the esteem, of the Ro-
N % man censor” -
b A magistrate, invested with such extensive
pabie and POWETS, would have appeared not so much the
withoud “pinister as the colleague of his sovereign!
Valerian justly dreaded an clevation so full of
envy and of suspicion. He modestly urged the
alurming greatness of the trust, his own insuf-
 ficiency, and the incurable corruption of the
times, He artfully insinuated, that the office of
censor was insepagable from the imperial dignity,
and that the feele hands of a suliject were uf-
‘equal to the support of such an immense weight
of cares nnd of power' The approaching event
of war soon put ain end to the pmcuthﬂﬂfi '
project so specious but so impmnl_:iﬂhlﬂ;‘-:ﬁl;ﬂ
whilst it preserved Valerian. from the danger
saved the emperor Decius from the i -
it which would most probably have attentied
- -

® Yer. lo spite of ihly exemption, Pompey appeared beford k.
trikinsl during his cyssaishipe The occasion indeed was SFECH
singnlar rable.  Plutarch In Pomp. p- 630 :

+ See the driginal speech, in the Anguslan Hist. pr 175 AR
©  This transacpion might deceive Zonaraa, who supposss thiit Vi
an s il docire the etlnge o Decus, 1 i P43

¢ Hist Augast. pe 1T “Tha emperor's reply v cmisiod o
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+ it A censor may maintain, he can never restore, cuaf
the morals of a state. It is impossible for such
a magistrate to exert his authority with benefit,
or even with effect, unless he is supported by a
quick mejhmrmd virtue in the tmnduuf
the people; by a decent reverence for the public
opinion, and by a train of useful prqud:ces com-
bating on the side of national manners. Ina
period when these principles areanniliilated, the
censorial jurisdiction must either sink into empty
pageantry, or be converted into a partial instru-
ment of vexatious oppression.® It was easier to
mqumh, the Goths, than to eradicate the puhlk:
vices; yet, even'in the first of these enterprises,
Decius lost his army and his life.

The Goths were now on cvery side surrounded pefest ana
and pursued by the Roman arms.  The flower {28,
of their troops had perished in the long siege of bis s
Philippopolis, and the exhausted country could
po longer afford subsistence for the remaining
multitude of licentious barbarians, Reduced to
this extremity, the Gﬂﬁ’lw gladly have
purchased, by the surrender of all their booty
and prisoners, the ;mnntsmn of an undisturbed
retreat. But the emperor, confident of victory,
and resolving, by the clmstisement of these in-
vaders, to strike a salutary termor into the na-
ﬁmnfthemrth.rdusedtuhmnhmj
terms of accommodation; The high spirited bar-

barians preferred death to slavery. ¥ obscure

- Mu&nmﬁ&nw!wﬂtmiﬂmﬁﬂﬁfm
wes Tacil, Ancal, i, .
’ b ade
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é:nanr. town of Mazmsia, called Forum Terebronii,® was *

x

the scene of the battle. The Gothic army was
drawn up in three lines, and, either from choice
or accident, the front of the third line was co-
vered by a morass. In the beginning of the
action, the son of Decius, a youth of the fairest
hopes, and already associated to the honours of
the purple, was slain by an aIrow, in the sight
of his afflicted father ; who, summeoning all his
fortitude, admonished the dismayed troops, that
the loss of a single soldier was of little import-
ance to the republic’ The conflict was ter-
rible: it was the combat of despair against grief
and rage. The first line of the Goths at length
gave way in disorder; the second, advancing to
custain it, shared its fate; and the third only
remained entire, prepared to dispute the passage
of the morass, which was imprudently attempted
by the presumption of the enemy. « Here the
« fortune of the day turned, and all things be-
« came adverse to the Romans: the place deep
« with ooze, sinking under those who stood, slip-
4 pery to such a_sadmced:thairmheﬂﬁ
« the waters deep; nor could they wield, in that
« uneasy situntion, their weighty javelins. The
« barbarians, on the contrary, were enured 10
« encounters ifi the bogs, their persons tall,
« their spears long, such as could wound st 3 -

» Tillemont, Histoire des Emperours, tom. (i, p 598 as Lo
mwmim.um.nm;-mhnf'h,ﬁ
muhm;ﬂdﬂiﬂﬂlhhﬂd!ﬁﬁ&' :

» Auretius Vietor allows two distint satious for_ the deatts of the
gwo Decli 3 put T have preferred the accoust of Jersandes d
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= distance.”= [nthumurmthnllumarmy_ nni:.r,

after an ineffectual struggle, was irrecoverably ™
lost; nor could the body of the.emperor ever be
found.* Such was the fate of Decius, in the
fifticth year of his nge,n.nawnmph:hudprhu.
active in war, and affable in peace;® who, toge-
ther with his son, has deserved to be compared,
both in life and death, with the brightest ex-

amples of ancient virtue®

This fatal blow bumbled, for a very little time, Blection of
the insolence of the legions. They, appear toy . 351,
have patiently expected, and submissively obeyed, Decembern

the decree of the senate which regulated the
succession to the throne. From a just regard
for the memory of Decius, the imperial title
was conferred on Hostilianus, his only surviv-
ing son; but an equal rank, with more effectual
puv.‘er, was granted to Gallus, whose expe-
rience and ability seemed equ to the great

trust of guardian to the young“prince and the
distressed empire." The first care of the new

emperor was to deliver the mﬂhm

+1 have ventured 1o copy from Tacitus (Annal. i, 68) the pie.
ture of a similer engagement between @ Homan army and 8 German
tritwe,

s Jorpandes, & 18, Zosimus, L §, p 20 Iml.r-,t.:h p- 68T,
Aurelins Vietor.

% The Deeii were killed befare the end of the yesr two hondred
and fifty-one, |m1hnuwprin=|mi|-—dndﬂnﬂlp
a0 the ensuing calends of January.

=mmp!awm-wm-ﬂum,
the ema]l number of good emperors who reigned between Augusiug
and Diseletian. .

4 Hue ubi patres comperese » » « « - decernunt. Victer in O

od 3
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ORAS- from the intolerable weight of the victorious
_ - Goths. He comsented to leave in their hands
oot the rich fruits of their invasion, an immense
bdoty, and, what was still more disgraceful, @
great number of prisoners of the highest merit
Resronk o and quality, He plentifully supplied their camp
with every conveniency that could assuage their
angry spirits, or facilitate their so much wished-
for departure ; and he even promised to pay them
annually a large sum of gold, on condition they
should never afterwards ‘nfest the Roman terri
tories by their incursions.” R L
o In'the age of the Scipios, the most opulent
ol kings of the earth, who courted the protection
b of the victorious commonwealth, were ;,,rmﬂ:ﬁeﬂ
amwial e gith sugh trifling presents as could dnly derive #
' salue fron the hand _ that bestowed them ; 88
. gig, a coarse garment of purple, an in-
; e of plate, or o quantity of cop-
ner colny e the wealth of nations had cen-
tered in Rome, the emperars displayed their great-
ness, indueven their policy, by the regular exers
«cise of a steady and moderate Tiberality tnwaﬁk
the allies of the state. They relieved the poverty
of the barbarians, honoured their merit, and
recompensed their fidelity. Thése voluntary
marks of bounty were understood to flow, Iﬂ*
from the fears, but merely from the generosity

e
* Zoparas, L xil, e 628, Jr
¢ A sells, 5 tegs, mnd ugelden putera of fve pounds weight, were
sccepiol. with iy and. gratitude by fhe wealthy ¥ing if KT (Lvrs
surll, §) Qui millin arid, 5 weight of copper, in valoe abOUE
+ eighteen poumdd sterling, was the usual grosent made to forcign =*
bassadors (Livs xxxfy @ :
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«r the gratitude of muW' and whilst pre- ng’é}_.‘

sents and wﬁfﬂm Tiberally distributed

among friends liants, they were sternly
refused to such as. claimed them as B debts
But this stipulation of an annual payment to. o Popular

vict © , appeared without disguise in
the light of an ignominious tribute; the minds
of the Romans were not yét accustomed to ac-
" eept such unequal laws from a_tribe of barba-
rians; and the prince, who by a pecessary cons
vession had probably saved his country, became
the object of the general contempt and aversion.
The death of Hostilianus, though it happened
in the midst of a raging pestilence, was inter-
preted as the personnl ¢rime of Gallus & and
even the defeat of the Inte emperor was ascribed
by the voice of suspicion to the perfidious coun-
sels of his hated suecessor.! T he tranquillity
which the empire enjoyed during the first year of
his nth:ﬁnilt-_lgﬂﬂu‘ served rather to influne than
to appease the public di antent ; and, gs soon
us the appmhmﬂﬂnﬂ%*mm,‘m -
infamy of the peace was more deeply antl mere
sengibly felt.

8 Moo tha inﬁ_ﬂi of & Maman general so late as the time of Alex-
dhiier Severud, In (ks Bxcorpia Legntionum, 45, miit. Louvrd,
v

& Far the -plagne, see Jocuandss, © 10, aod Victor in Cesaris
leidse ’

*I_mlm“mmluﬁ ﬁ’-m i, p 78,
-2k - A

e

N Jnaniey & 10, The Gothic writer al least e the paice

#hich lils victorlous countrymen had swarn 19 Galus,

pd4

.'h.‘
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But the Romans were irritated to a still higher
degree, when they discovered thit they had not
even secured their repose, though at the expence

of Mmilia. OF their honour. The dangerous secret of the

sy
o 253

wealth and wenkness of the empire had been -
revealed to the world. New swarms of barba-
rians, encouraged by the success, and not con-
ceiving themselves hound by the ohligation, of
their brethren, spread devastation through the
Tllyrian provinces, and terror as far as the gates
of Rome. The defence of the monarchy, which
seemed abandoned by the pusillanimous empe-
ror, was assumed by /Emilianus, governor of
Pannonia and Mesia; who rallied the scattered
forces, ‘and revived the fainting spirits of the
troops. The barbarians were unexpectedly at-
tacked, routed, chased, and pursued beyond the
Danube. The victorious leader distributed as a
donative the money collected for the tribute, and

the acclamations of the soldiers proclaimed him
emperor on the field of battle! Gallus, who,
careless of the general welfare, indulged himself.
in the pleasures of Italy, was almost in the same.
instant informed of the success, of the revolt, and
of the rapid approach of his aspiring licutenant,
He advanced to meet him as far as the plains of
Spoleto. When tlie armies came in sight of each-
other, the soldiers of Gallus compared the ig-
nominiousconduct of their sovereign with the
glory of his rival. They admired the val of
Amilianus; they were attracted by his liberality,

! Zosimus, L §, ps 25, 6.
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for he offered a .considerable incrense of pay to cwae.
all deserters™ The murder of Gallus, and of %
- ‘his son Volusianus, put an end to the civil war; : Gallus &-
mmemw;lqﬂmmnmmngmm
of conquest.  The letters of Emilianus to thth;:;'-“-
asssembly displayed a mixture of moderation
and vanity. He assured them, that he should
resign to their wisdom the civil administration ;
and, contenting himself with the quality of their
general, would in a short time assert the glory
of Rome, and deliver the .empire from all the
barbarians both of the horth and of the east.* *
His pride was flattered by the applause of the
senate ; and medals are still extant, representing
him with the name and attributes of Hercules
the victer, and Mars the avénger.®

If the new monarch possessed the abilities, he Valerian
wanted the time necessary to fulfil these splendid 2o,
promises., Less than four months intervened?| FEie:
between his victory and his fall.* He had '.auwl,nm
quished Gallus; he sunk under the weight of al™
competitor more formidable than Gallus. That
unfmmate prince had sent Valerian, already dis-

by the honourable title of censor, to

bring the legions of Gauljand Germany® to his
aid. Valerian executed that r.:l:lmmms’.un with
2eal and fidelity ; amd as he arnved too late to

= Victar in Cosombus = Fongras, 1. 14, . 676

* Rundurl Numismata, p. Sh

'htr;lpillq L ix, & B, sys tertio mense. Euscbiu amits this
W pEroT, -\

T Toalwmus, L |, ];H. Eutropiua and \mm:ucn Valerian's
army n Rhatis.
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save his sovereign, he resolved to revenge - him.
The troops of Fmilianus, who still lay encamped

in the plains of Spoleto, were awed by the sanc-+ -

tity of his character, but much more by the su-
perior strength of his army; and as they were
now became as incapable of’ personal attachment
as they had always been of constitutional prin-
ciple, they readily imbrued their hands in the
Blood of a prince who so lately had been the ob-
ject of their partial choice. The guilt was theirs,
but the advantage of it wns Valerian's; who
obtained the possession of the throng by the
means indeed of a civil war, but with a degree
of innocence singularin that age of revolutions;
since he owed neither gratitude nor allegiance
to his predecessor, whom he dethroned.
Valerian wis about sixty years ol age” when
he was invested with the purple, not by the ¢a- |
price of the populace, or the clamours of the
,éﬁﬁﬁth}ri&u unanimous voice of the Ro-

man world.  In his gradual ascent through the

honours of the state, he had descrved the favous :
of virtuous princes, and had declared himself the
enemy of tyrants! His noble birth, his mild
but unblemished manners, his learning, pre=
dence, and experience, weregrevered by the sér
nate and peuplé; and i mankind (according
the observation of an ancient writer) had been

* He wn: ahout seventy st the umurm;_;ﬁ-;u- ary s
mnre probable, of his aLm. Mist. Auguste p 173 Tellemtly
flist. de Emporenrs, toima i3, e B0 Bole | Nl

« Inimiens 1 yrannorum, - Hist August. p. 133 In the ghrtos
prrugyle of the mu_jplﬂ Muximie, Valerian acted | very Ly s
od part. st August. pe 155 !
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Jeft at liberty to choosé & master, their chice CHAR
would most edly have fallen on Valerion

Perhaps thu_,igtﬂ"fb:.ﬁfthh emperor was inade-

quate fo hisreputation 3 perhaps his nhilities, or

at least: his'spirit, were affected by the languor

and enllﬁﬂiuf old age. The consciousness of Genersl
his doelie engaged bim to shre-the thirone with 0%
a younger aad more active associate:" fhe R e
emergency of the times demanded a- general noand Galie
less than a prince; andsihe experience of L
Roman censor-might have directed lim where 25-268.
to bestow the imperial purple, as the rewnrd of .
military merit. But instead of making a judi-
dﬂﬂf-chuiﬁe, whiclh would have confirmed his

reign, amd endeared his memory, Valerian, con-
sulting only the dictates of afléction or vanity,
immediately invested with the supreme honours

his son Gallienus, a youth whose effeminate vices

had been hitherto concealed Ly the obscurity of

a private station,.. The joint government of the

father and the son subsisted about seven, and the

sole administration of Gallienus continue about

eight years. But the whole period was one un-
interrufted serics of confusion and calamity.

As the Roman empire was at the same time,

and on every side, attacked by the blind fury of
foreign invaders, and the wild *ambition of do-

Ll
* Argerding to the distinction qr-m,-.u_.-.-uunm reeived
the title of imporaier from the army, and that of Augustus from the
s
= From Vietor, and from phe medals, Tilemont {fom. ity p. 7100
vty justly infers, that Galliepos was paociated to the empire Abiul
the month of August of the yesr 2al.
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¢ AP, mestic usurpers, weshall consult order and per.
spicuity, by pursuing, not so much the doubt-
ful arrangement of dates, as the mare natural
distribution of subjects. The most dangerous
enemies of Rome, during the reigns of Valerian
tornsds of And Gallienus, were, 1. The Franks. 2. The
'r‘.:;_“"'" Alemanni. 9.-The Goths ;' and, 4. The Per-
" gians. Under these general appellations, we may
comprehend the adventurers of less considerable
tribes, whose obscure and uncouth names would
only serve to oppress the memory, and perplex
the attention of the reader.
oOrginand 1. As the posterity of the Franks compose oné
aorme Of the greatest and most enlightened nations of
Fusks  Furope, the powers of learning and ingenuity
have been exhausted in the discovery of their
unlettered ancestors. To the tales of eredulity
have succeeded the systems of fancy. Every
passage has been sifteds every spot has been sur-
veyed, that might possibly reveal some faint
traces of their origin. It has been supposed
that Pannonia,® that Gaul, that the northern
parts of Germany,’ gave birth to that cele
brated colony of warriors. At length the most
rational critics, rejecting the fictitious emigra-
tions of ideal conquerors, have acquiesced in &
sentiment whose simplicity persuades us of its

* Vasions wstems have been formed to explaln & dificult paisige
in Gregory of Tours, L i, e 8.

7 The Geographer of Ravenna, i, 11, by mentioning Manringasia
on the confines of Denmark, as the ancient seit of the Pranks, g™
tirth to an ingenious eystem of Leibaitz, '
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truth.* They suppose that about theyeartﬁ'ﬁcnil;

hundred and forty,* @ new confederacy was
formed under the name of Franks, by the old™
inhabitants of the Lower Rhine and the Weser,
The pml_ circle of Westphalia, the land-
graviate of Hesse, and the duchies of Brunswick
and Lunenburg, were the ancient seat of the
Chauci, who, in their inaccessible morasses, de-
fied the Roman arms ;* of the Cherusci, proud
of the fame of Arminins: of the Catti, formid-
able by their firm and intrepid infantry ; and
of several other tribes of inferior pEWErlnd re-
nown® The love of liberty was the ruling
passion of these Germans; the enjoyment of it
their best treasure; the word that expressed that
enjoyment, the most pleasing to their ear. They
deserved, they assumed, they maintained the ho-
nourable epithet of Franks or freemen ; which
concealed, though it did not extinguish; the

liar names of the several states of the con-
federacy.* Tacit consent, and mutual advan-
tage, dictated thcﬁmhﬂﬁrtheunhn,it'u

gradually cemented by habit and experience.
The league of the Franks may admit of some

* See Cluver. Germania Antiqua, L ifl, e #0. DL Frerst. in the
Mempirss de I"Academin des Inscriptions, tom. xviil,

® Moat probubly under the roign of Gondish, from an mecidental

. Fally canvassed by Thilemont, tom. iil, p. 710, 11§L

* Plig, Hist. Namur. xvi, L mmmmu
the mcraasey of the Franks.

® Tpeit. Germania, . 30, 37, ’

4 In = subeguens pericd, most of thoee old sames are orcsrional-
Iy meniisned. Ses some vestigea of them In I:luur Grr. Antig,
UL
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“xap. Comparison with the Helvetic body; in which
X.  every canton, retaining its independent soves
‘peignty, cofsults with its brethren in the com-
mon cause, without acknowledging the autho-
rity of any supreme head, ‘or representative ns
sembly.® But the principle of the two confedes
racies was extremely different. A peace of twao
hundred years has rewarded the wise and honest
policy of the Swiss. An inconstant spirit, thethirsé
of rapine, and a disregard to the most solemn tred:
ties, disgraced the character of the Franks.
Theyin- The Romans had long experienced the daring
vade Gaily 1o of the people of Lower Germany. The’
anion of their strength threatened Gaul with »
more formidable invasion, and required the prés =
senee of Gallienus, the heir and colleague of
imperinl power.’ Whilst that prince, and bis
infant son Salonius, displayed, in the court of
“Treves, the majesty of the empire, its armies
were ably condueted by their general Posthumusy
who, thongh he alterwards betrayed the fmﬂj.’
of Valerian, was ever faithful to the great inte-
rest of thesmonarchy. The treacherous Innguage
of panegyrics and medals darkly ﬂn.ﬂﬂﬂm:l’
long series of victories, Trophies and titles at-
test (if such evidence can attest) the fame of
Posthuius, who is repeatedly styled the con(quer-
+  er of the Germans, and the saviour of g

-

L&

e Sjmler de Republicn Halvet. cum sitls Pesdlin.
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But a single fact, the only one indeed of which nn:r_tp,
we have any distinet knowledize, erases, in o great
measure, these monuments of vanity and ailula: mvage
tion. The Rhine, though dignified with the title ™™
of mt‘u@@:@ﬁwﬁhm. was an imperfect
barrier against the daring spirit of enterprise with
which the Franks were actuated. Their rapid
devastations stretched from.the river to the foot
of the Pyrenees: nor were they stopped by those
mountains. Spain, which had néver dreaded,
was unable to resist, the inroads of the Germans,
During twelve years, the greatest part of the
reign of Gallienus, that opulent country was the
theatre of unequal and destructive hostilities.
Tarragona, the flourishing capital of a peaceful
province, was sacked and almost destroyed ;*
and so Tate as the days of Orosius, who wrote in
the fifth century, wretched cottages, scattered
amidst the ruins of magnificent cities; still re-
gorded the rage of the barbarians' When the
.exhausted eountry noJonger supplied a variety of
plunder, the Franks seized on some vessels in the
ports of Spain,* and transported themselves into 1 pu
Mauritanin. ‘The distant provinee was astonished e
with the fury of these barbarians, who seemed to

* purel, Vietor, o 3% Instesd of Pawe divepts, Lioth the sense
and the expression require delets, though i, for diifierent recsons,
1t 1s alike diflcult v correct the taxt of the best, and af the worst,
writors. =

1 I the time of Aussgits (the end of e fourih century) Terds,
s Lerida, was in o very ruinogs state (Ausen. Eplst xxv, 58), which
probabily wis the consequence of thin invasian.

® Valesius ia thereiore mistaken in supposing that ths Franks had
favaded Spain by ses. "
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enar. fall from a new world, as their name, Manners,

and complexion, were equally unknown on the

coast of Africa.

m‘:} i In !:Imt‘part of Upper Saxony beyond the

@ suesi. Elbe, which is at present called the marquisate
of Lusace, there existed,in ancient times,a sacred
wood, the awful seat of the superstition of the
Suevi. None were permitted to enter the holy
precincts, without confessing, by their servile
bonds and suppliant posture, the immediate pre-
sence of the sovereign Deity.™ Patriotism caon-
tributed as well as devotion to consecraté the
Sonnenwald, or wood of the Semnones” It
was universally believed, that the nation had re-
ceived its first existence on that sacred spot. At
stated periods, the numerous tribes who gloried
in the Suevie blood, resorted thither by their am-
bassadors: and the memory of their common ex-
traction was perpetuated by barbaric rites and
haman sacrifices. The wide extended name of
Suevi filled the interior countries of Germany,
from the banks of the Oder to those of the Da-
nube.  They were distinguished from the other
Germans by their peculiar mode of dressing their
long hair, which they gathered into a rude knot
on the crown of the head; and they delighted in -
an ornament that shewed their ranks more lofty
and terrible in the eyes of the enemy.” Jealous
gs the Germans were of military renown, they

e e

¥ Aurel. Victsr. Eotrop. ix, 6. -
= Paeit. Germumit, 38, 'ﬂmmimlq-ﬂhlﬁ-

® Sic Suevi a oeterls Germanis, sic Seuvorum ingenul & servis o
parantur. A proud separstion b
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“all confessed the smﬂ alour of the Suevi ; cn]i'#;-_. '
and the tribes of the Usipetes and Tencteri, >
who, with n.t_t!i_t_ 7, encounte: i ﬂje;tﬂgtntar ;
Casar, declared that they esteemed it not a die
grace to have fled before o people, to whose arms

the immortal gods themselves were unequal®

In the reign of the emperor Caraculla, an j-A mimea
numgrable swarm of Suevi appesred on et
binks of the Mein, and in the neighbourhood ofwme the
the Roman provinces, in quest either of fmﬂ;m.
of plunder, or of glory* The hasty army of
volunteers gradually coalesced into @ great and
permanent nation; and as it was composed from
so many different tribes, assumed the name ol
Alemanniy or All-men ; to denote ol once their
varipus lineage, and their common bravery
The latter was soon felt by the Rowans in
many a hostile inroad.  The Alemanni fought
chictly on horseback ; but their cavalry was ren-

dered still more for by a mixture of light
infantry, selected from the ' jr
active of the youth, whom' cise had

enured to accompany the horseman in the longest
inarch, the most rapid charge, or the most pre-
cipitate retreatt

* Qear in Bello Gallloo ivy 7. _'__ ey

? Victor in Caracal.  Dion Camius, lavd, p 1080, o

A This stymology (far duiorent from those which smitss the (ancy
6l tho Jesrned) Gs presecved by Asinlue Quadentna, an orighmal bisia-
Finn, guoted by Agathisy, i, c 5

" The Snevi engaged Cmazr In this mannes, and the manwuyre
denerved the sfiprobutien of the copmueror (in Belle Gallipny i,
18y H

VOL 1. e
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cHAP. This warlike people of Germins had been asto-

R nished by the immense preparations of Alexander

Jaeade  Severus; they were dismayed by the arms of his

Gaul wid g A

Jaty, ~ SUCCESSOT, @ harbarian equal in valour and fierce-
hess to themselyes, But still hovering on the
frontiers 6f the empire, they increased the general
disorder that ensued after the death of Decius.
They inflicted ceverewoundson therich provinces
of Gaul; they were the first who removed the veil
that covered the {echle majesty of Ttaly. A ou-
merous body of the Alemanni penetrated across
the Danube, and through the Rhetian Alps, into
the plains of Lombardy, advanced as far os Ra-
vepui, ani displayed the victorious hanners of
Parbarians almost in sight of Rome* The in-
sult and the danger rekindled in the scnate same

e ;:Lﬂh-ipurh of their ancient virtue.: Both the empe-

Roioe by TOTS WETE eug.ged in Sur distant wars; Valerian

B K Ollem o the R L
‘hopes: rﬁn-u!-gf_-g.:afth'e Romans were in ﬂlﬂm"

selyes. In this emergency, the sepators resumied

|
i

the defence of the republic dréw out the prates
rian guards, who had been left to garrison the

capital, and filled up their numbers, by inlis
into the public service the stoutest and will-
ing of the plcbeians. The Alemanni, astonished
with the sndden appearance of an army more
nusnerous than their own, retired inmw?l-"
laden With spoil; and their retreat was esteemed.
as a victory by the unwarlike Romans.’ -

onum, pe 8. Heronym, Chrot. Orosius, ¥l

. Hist. Agast. pr 215, 216 Dexippas in the Bacorpta Lat
! h :
:Jmhl,pﬂl; -

P

-
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When Gallienus received the intelligence that ey T
his capital was dﬂhwreﬁ ﬁ'umlhukurhnﬂum-. he
was much less de]ig:ud. than alarmed, with the The sense
courarz of the senate, since it might one day;mh!
promjt thmn-:lﬁ rescue the public from M
ty ell as from foreign invasion, mﬁwu:;'
timid ingratitude was published to his subjects, seeviee.
in an ‘edict which prohibited the senntors from
exercising any military employment, and even
from n|lprnnl_hmlr the camps of the legions, But
his feurs were groundless,  The rich and Tuxu-
rious: "'iﬁﬂ‘" WM&MM,
accepted, mnl‘m’mr, this disgraceful exemption
from: militagy service ; and as long os theywha
indulged in'the enjoyment of their baths, their
ﬂ;mm and their villns, they cheerfully re-
mgned the more dangerous ‘cares of empire, to
the robgh hands of peasalits and soldiers®

Another invasion of the Alemanni, of A more catiesus

conirsrtis

formidable_as 1:'[ hut more glorious_event, i85, wiee
mumlnﬁnd ol the hm& mnplﬂ. NEN
Three ha warlike peoplh
~ are said o have been vnnquhheﬂ”fu ba "!ﬁif
Mitin bk Galficnis o persots et *Bic head oF
only ten'thousand Romans* We may, however,
with great’ 'Il'dlmhnlttv. uscribe this incredible
victory, cither to the credulity of the historian,
ar to some nxaggrrnwd ﬂplmts af one of the
emperor’s hnutcnnnu. It was. lﬂﬂ'&n of o very

nmﬂm* mﬂuﬂmnhubo. l'lhm?klnubrmhqm
w»&j:ﬂfm

nmhﬂ?ﬁ:ﬂ L
A% 7 gl

L

L
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i ap. different nature, that Gallienus endeavoured to
X protect Italy from the fury of the Germans. He
T espoused Pipa, the daughter of a King of the
Marcomanni, a Suevic tribe, which was often
confounded with the Alemanni in their wars
and conquests? To the father, as the price of
his alliance, he granted an ample settlement n
Pannonin. The native charms of unpolished
beauty, scem to have fixed the daughter in the
aflections of theinconstant emperor, and the bands
of policy wese more Armiy connected by those of
fove. But the haughty prejudice of Rome still
refused the name of marriage, to the profane
mixture of a citizen and a barbariaf § and has
stigmatized the German princess with the ops
probrious title of concubine of Gallienus®
e 111, We have already triced the emigration of
ihe Goths from Scandinavia, or at lcast from
Prussia, to the. m_m,,ﬂf;,;hu:-ﬂbrﬂtheua, and
have fo their victorions arms from the
rysthenes to the Danube. Under themlgn!ﬂfl "
Valerian and Gallienus, the frontier of the last
mentioned river was perpetunlly infested by the:
inroads of Germans and Surmatians; Wit itwas
defeaded by the Romans with more than usual
firmness and success.  The provinces that were
thie seat of war regruited the armies of Rom ;-,i|f
with an inexhaustible supply of hnrd}_lruﬁlﬁﬂ:h_:g
atid more. than one of these lli{rignptmﬂﬂ 5

! Opeef the Victors calls him king of the lhrnﬂﬂmlﬁv“'ﬁ" S

wther, of wﬁnﬂj_:um. . g, T4 = iy . ;
\ Ser Tiitenniny Bt 6 Emptceursy bom. 17, p 308,16 5
, r(.:l .
ki

f 'i_-l
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attained the station, and ﬂiﬂplljred the abilities, ¢ wie,
of a general. Though flying parties of the barba-  *
rians, who incessantly hovered on the banks of ~
the Danube, penetrated sometimes to the con-

fines of Italy and Macedonia, their progress was
commonly checked, or their returnfintercepted,

by the imperinl lieutenants* But the great
stream of the Gothic hostilities was diverted

into a very different chaunnel. The Goths, in

their new settlement of the Ukraine, soon be-

came masters of the northern coast of the Euxine: :
to the south of that inland sea, were situated

the soft and wealthy provinces of Asin Minor,

which possessed all that could attract, and no-

thinig that could resist, a barbarian congueror.

« “The banks of the Borysthenes are only sixty Conguen

miles distant from the narrow entfance® of the ;ﬂi‘;lw

peninsula of Crim Tartary, known to the ancients i Geth;
under the name of Chersoncsus Taurica® On

that hospitable shore, Euripides, embellishing
with exquisite art tha..;lda of unuquu , has
placed the scene of one - most

tragedies.” The bloody sacrifices of Diana, the
arrival of Orestes and Pylndes, and the trivmph
of virtue and religion o¥er savage fierceness, serve
to represent an historical lruth. that the Tauri,

* See the fives of Clandlus, Aurelinn, and Probus, ln the Aigustan

istwry. ]

® [t i3 wbout hail a league In Breadth. Genealoglenl Flistory of
the Turtars; e 305

¢ u.-lill’l:'.-ﬂﬂ who had been Frensh consul at Cafa, in bl
Observations ser lus Peupies Burlates, g ont ll.l.hlti les honls de
Diamihe.

4 Ruripides in Iphlgenia in Taurid.

Eed
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ciAr. the original inhahitants of the peninsula, were,
X in some degree, reclaimed from their brutal man-
ners, by a gradual intercourse with the Grecian
eolonies, which settled along the maritime coast.
The little kingdom of Bospliorus, whose capital
was situntell on the steaits, throngh which the
Maotis communicates itsell” to the Fuxine, was
composed of degencrote Greeks, and hall civil-
ized barbarians. 1t subsisted, as an independent
state, from the time of the Pelaponuesinn war,’
was at lnst swallowed up Ty the ambition of Mis
thridates pnd, with the rest of his dominions,
sunk under the weight of the Roman arms. From
the réign of Augustus,® the kings of Bosphoruai 4
wert the humble, but not useless, aflies of the
¢ empire. By presents, by arms, ond by a slight
fortification frawn neross the isthmus, they of-
fectually guarded agninst the roving plunderers
of Sarmatia, the sccess of @ country, which, from
[ ' ar wtion nmd - convenient hnrbmﬂ'il. ; !
commanded the Foxine sea and Asin Minor*
As long as the sceptre was possessed a;’,.mM'- J

RS

-

succession of kings, they acquitted mﬁnqﬁ" £

their important charge mthv‘igilamemﬁmnﬁﬁ -
Damestic factions, and tife fears, or privatein-

« Surabe, b g, po 808, The firkt kings of Bosphoras were (b
#llies of Athenn. ' =5
* Appisn in DMithridat. ’ e B
& Tt was reducad by the wrms ol Agrippa.  Oyesivm, viy 21 R f{‘
sropios, vil, B The Homans once advapeed ‘within theee deps |
piareh of the Tenais. Teeit. Annad 3l 1T, . oy
hSpq the Toxsria of Luclan, if we exedit the winesrity sod the
virtues of the Seythiav, whi relaies & great war of Lis fation gt
the kings of Bosphiorus, aa R .

L
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terest, of obscure usurpers, who scized on the cuak.
vacant throue, admitted the Goths into the heart f_
of Bosphorus,  With the acquisition of a super- -
fluous waste of fertile soil, the conquerors ob-
tained Wﬂl of a naval foree, sufficient

to transport their armies to the coast of Asial
Thie ships used in the navigation_of’ the EuxineXmAC L
were of avery singular construction, They were val fores.
slight flat-bottomed harks framed of timber oaly,
without the least mixture of iron, and occasion-

ally covered witha shelving roof, on the appear-

ance ofsa tempest.t  In these floating houses,

the Goths carelessly trusted themselyes to the

mercy of an unknown sea, under the conduct of

saildrs pressed into the service, and whose skill

and fidelity were equally suspicious. But the

hopes of plunder had Lanished every idea of dan-

ger, and o natural fearlessness of temper supplied

in their minds the more rational confidence, which

is the just pesult of knowledge and expericnce.
Warriors of such -':-%m_usl have often
murmured against the cow of their guides,

who required the strongest ASSUrances of a settled

calm before they would venture to embark, and
wouldScarcely ever be tempted to lose sight af

the land. Sueh, at least, is the practice of the
modern Turksy and they are sprobably not in-

ferior, in the art of navigation, to the ancient in-

. habitants of Bosphorus. .

b Fogtmus, &1, p 38
Vgt £ S Tarkt. Wist, 1, 47, They were'called Camard,

Y Spe & wiry napnral picture of the Euzine navigadon, o the sile
winth letser of Toursft,
Be 4
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The fleet of the Goths, leaving the coast of
Circassia on the left hand, first appeared before

First paval Pl.l'.]"llﬁ ® the utmost limits of the Roman pro-

exjpedition

of the
Gatlis.

vinces; a city provided with a convenient port,
and fortified with a strong wall. Here they met
with a resistance more ohstinate than they had
reason to expect from the fecble garrison of a
distant fortress. They were repulsed ; and their
disappointment seemed to diminish the terror of
the Gothic name. As long as Successianus, an
officer of superior rank and merit, defended that
frontier, all their efforts were ineffectual; but as
soon as he was removed by Valerian to a more.
hopourable but lessimportant station, they resume-
ed the attack of Pityus; and, by the destrudtion
of that city, obliterated the memory of their for-

mﬂmgmm. ¢

'-ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂ-r Circling round the eastern extremity of the

mmﬂm&ﬁgﬁ,& MMMtnm

.th'ea“ hundred miles,® The
course aftlm hﬂths earried them in sight of the
r_'uuulj_? of C l-h.hl_s,. so famous 11}' the ﬂ[ﬂlﬂh ﬁ
of the Argonauts; and they even atten ted,
though without success, to pillage a rich o] 'd.
at the mouth of the river Phasis Trebizond,

celebratedin the retreat of the ten thousand asan =
ancient colony ef Grecks,” derived its vtlltﬁ';b

= Arrian pluces the frontier garrisn st Disichriag: F‘m
tis, forvy-fourdniles o the esst of Pigyue.  The wﬁﬂl off mjr
consisted in his timaof only four hundred foof. Berthe I‘ﬂ'i#" j
the Euxine. & [ A

* Eomines, L Lope 30 = =
m-‘mm tin 'griplo Maris Boxis. p m el she distance LR

in = !

* Xermpibim, Anabasis, Liv, po 318,  Edit. Hiechinwn
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and splendour from the munificence of the eme I:ttj.l":
peror Hadrian, who had constructed an artificial
port on a coast left destitute by nature of secure ™
harbours,*  The city was large and populous ;
a double inclosure of walls seemed to defy the
fury of the Goths, and the usual garrison had
been strengthened by n reinforcement of ten thou-
sand men, But there are not any advantages
capable of supplying the absence of discipline and
vigilance. The numerous garrison of Trehizond,
duasuhed i riot-and. luxury, disdained to guard”
their impregnable fortifications, The Coths soon
discovered the supine pegligence of the besicged,
erected o lofty pile of fascines, aseended the walls
in the silence of the night, and entered the de-
fenveless city, sword in hand. A general mas-
sacre of the people ensued, whilst the ;Lﬂ'rightul
soldiers escaped through the opposite gates of the
town., The most holy temples, and the most
splendid edifices, were invalv ::d in a common de-
struction. The jnto the hands of
the Goths was jmmense; mw&ﬁm?m-ﬂp
cent eountries had been deposited in Trehizond,
as ina secure ploce of refuge.  The number-of
captives was incredible, as the victorious bar-
barians ranged without opposition through the
extensive province of Pontus” “The rich spoils
of Trebizond filled o great flect of ships that had
been !'uumi in the port. The robust youth of the

L] Azﬂ.u:p.,. p_..lﬂ. The general chservation b Tunirtiefon’s
7 Sowan cpistbe of Grogory Thanmatirgs, bl of X e-Caa.
reay yuoled by Mascou, v, 37.
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esn-eonst were chained to the oar; and the Goth=
satisfies] with the success of their first naval expe-
dition, returned in triumph to their pew estublishs
ments in the kingdom of Bosphoros!

opue second T he second expedition of the Goths wns uns

dertaken with greater powers of men and ships;
but they stecred o diffcrent course, and, disdaine
ine the exhausted provinces of Pontus, followed
the western coast of the Euxine, passed hefore the
wide mouths of the Borysthenes, the Niester, and
iy Panulie, and incrensing their fleet by the eap-
turc of a great number of fishing barks, they
approached the narrow outlet through which the
Eiixine sea pours its waters into the Mediterras
pean. and divides the continents of Europe o '
Asia. The gareison of Chalcedon was encam

! the temple’of Jupiter Urius, ou a promof=
tory fhat compnandeid the entrance of the straity

‘of the ba ne, that this body of treops sur-
.passed in punmber the Gathic army. _Binil‘!_ﬂ_l'% 5
in numbiers alone that they mrpqﬂe& it. ‘ 'I'hE!_1
deserted with precipitation their advantageous
post, and abandonied the townof Chalcedon, most
plentifully. stored with orms and money, to the
disﬁreﬁqii_ of the conguerors. Whilst they hesi

tated whether they should prefer the sen or landy
Europe or Asin, for the scene of their hostilities
a perfidicus fugitive pointed out Nicomedia, once
the capital of the kings of Rithynin, as @ rich
and easy conquest. e guided the mmﬁf‘ﬂhkg

o Bosimuy, 1 1y 7 34 S '
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was only sixty miles from ﬁectmpﬂf E'tmlnb-ﬂ“l"

don,” directed the pesistl
of the booty; wmm&lﬂmm
policy to reward the'traitor, whom they detested.
Prusg,  Apmien, Cius, cities that Had -
imes ¢d, of imitated, the splendouraf
Nicomedin, were involved in the some calamity,
which, in a few werks, raged withiout coptroul
. through the whole province of Bithynia. Three
hundred years of pence, enjoyed by the soft inhas
' bitunts ofeAsineehad-abolished the exercise of
armus, and removed the apprebiension of danger.
The uncient walls were suffered to moulder away,
and all the revenue of the most opulent cities was
reserved for the construction of baths, temples,
and theatres”
When the city of Cyziens withstood the utmost heat of
effort of Mithridntes® it wns distinguished by
wise luws, a naval power of two hundred gal-
Teys, unde three saals, of arms, of military
yas still the seat of

enggines, nnﬁﬂ' orn.? by
wealth and luxury ; but of W
nothing remained except the situation, in alittle
island of the Propontis, connected with the con-
tinent of ‘Asia only by two bridges. From the
recent sack of Prusa, the Goths udvanced within
cighteen miles* of the city, whith they bad de-
. . g o

* Triner, Hisvosolym, po 578 Wesseling. -

* Fusimsm, L i, p 308, 3

t Hi besieged the place with 400 gilleys, 150,000 foor, ami & ni-
aésue eavalry. | Soe Plutnrch in Lok Applan - i Bhdhridst.
ﬂmpu Lige Manilis, & & . f

 Birab 1, afi, pu 378

¥ Pocock's description of the Easty 1. I, & &, 24
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“cnap- voted to destruction; but the ruin of Cyzicus
was delayed by a fortunate accident, The season
YT was rainy, and the lake Apolloniates, the reservoir
of all the springs of Mount Olympus, rose to an
uncommon height. The little river of Rhyndacus,
which issues from the lake, swelled into a broad
and rapid stream, and stopped the progress of the
Goths. Their retreat to the maritime city of
Heraclea, where the flect had probably been sta-
tioned, was attended by a long train of waggons,
laden with the spoils of Bithynia, nnd was marked
by the flames of Nice and Nicomedia, which they
wantonly burnt.®  Some obscure hints are mén=
tioned of a doubtful combat that secured their
yetreat® But even a complete victory would
have been of little moment, as the approach of
the autumnal equinox summoned them to hasten
= their return. To navigate the Euxine before the
« wonth of May, or after that of September, is |
steemed by the modern Turks the most unques-
tionahle instance of rashness and f{olly.
E':':'M i When we are informed that the third ﬁﬂ!ﬁ
;j'un r:,fl:|.,,l._.{’qui]1pl_‘t| by the Goths in the ports of anpm .
Cothe.  consisted of five hundred sail of ships,* our ready
imagination instantly computes and multiplies :
the formidable armament; but, ns we are assured

-

& Fosimus, L 1 p. 3% . -

¥ Cyncellus tells un unintelligitle story of Prinee Odematbur, whe
defoated the Gothe, ami who was killed by Prisce Cilematiue. .

= Voyages do Chardin, tom, i, p 45 He salled-with the Turks
feom Constuntinogile to Caffie. L ¥

4 Syneellus (p, 387) spesks of this xpeditlen = wndertaben b
the Herulh, .- - ’ - |
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by the judicious Strabo,” that the piratical vessels

cHAR®

used hy the lmlmnng-_nﬂ'm:ud the Lesser =

Scythia, were not capable of containing more
than twenty-five ,oﬁt_hiny men, we may sa

affirm, thut M ‘thousand warriors, at ﬁg
most, embarked in this great expedition. Tmpa-
tient of the limits of the Euxine, they steered
their destructive course from the Cimmerian to
the Thracian Bosphorus, When they had almost
gained the middle of the straits, they were sud-

oy pls

denly driven back to the entrance of them ; l‘illmu_

-h-_,

n fnmunbk

mn'iedthﬂmmafcwhnmlntuthn plnﬂdnlw,m

or rather lake, of the Propontis. Their landing
on the little island of Cyzicus was attended with
the ruin of that ancient and noble city. From
thence issuing nguin through the narrow passage
of the Hellespout, they pursued - their winding
nayigation amidst the numerous islands scattered

aver th&-&.@mpﬂﬂgu, or the Xgean sen. The

VEery nucmry tﬂ_pﬂb{: m s
their various incursions, ns wﬂl uh
Greeee ason that of Asia. At length tho Gaﬂw:
fleet anchored in the port of Pireus, five miles
distant from Athens,” which had attempted to
make some [trepumtinm for a vigorous defence.
Cleodamus, one of the engineers employed by
the emperor’s orders to fortify the maritime cities
aguinst the Goths, had already begun to repair
the ancient walls, fallen to decay since the time of

* Strabo, |, 41, & 495 * P, Hist, Natur: ik 7.

il desierte imuutthlwen
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~cnar. Sylln. The efforts of his skill were ineffectual,
___i'_m and the barbarians became masters of the native
~  geat of the muscs and the arts. But while the
econgucrors abandoned themselves to the licence
of plunder and intemperance, their fleet, that luy
with & slender guard in the barbour of Piraeus,
was unexpectedly attacked by the brave Dexip-
pus, who tlying with the cngineer Cleodamus
. from the sack of Athens, collected a hasty, band
of volunteers, peasants as well as soldiers, und in
" somemeasure avenged the calpmities of his coun-
b

e But this exploit, whatever lustre it might shed
i 200 the declining age of Athens, scrved rather to
* ieritate than to subdue the yndaunted spirit of
the northern invaders. A general conflagration
_blazed out at the same time in. every disteictof
vﬁﬂﬁ. Thebes and Argos, Corinth and Sparta,

,Ehin_ﬁ hﬂ. T |_-;";';' '-_-_.‘_'___'_'-_'_ _:mﬂﬂlhh.m
o cnch o, were how andbs Lo g
armv inte Lareven to defend their ruined

fortifications.  The rage. of war, both, by lund

and by sea, spread from. the eastern point of

Sunium to the western coast. of Eplruf-u.'ﬁlﬂ
Goths had already advanced within sight of Taly*
when the approach of such imminent dangef:
awakened Hit"'n;!,lu_lm_t Gallienus from his dreamt
of pleasure. 'The emperor appented in arus;

* Hist. Augost. o 151 Viitar, © iﬁﬂ“m- wily i T

glois, Lo, po 38 Eadiras, Lol ol Syner (o, _;n_-ﬁ:il‘. I

n ot w il spme strentian, that we e explaim -nd e oaettlate thein
partiatief

imperfart hliste #{ﬁ“m e o owme fruces T the .
af Dhexippis~in e felstion off Bis own and his countrymen's &=
Pt ' 3
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and his presence beems to have checked the cHam

ardour, and to have divided the strength, of the =

enemy. Nnulmén-uﬁﬂ-ﬂf the Herull, AC- Thelr divta

cepted an honourable capitulation, entesed with .,

a large body of his countrymen into the service

of Rome; and was invested with the ornaments

of the consular dignity, which had never before

been profaned by the hands of a barbarian®

Grent numbers of the Goths, disgusted with the

perils and hardships of a tedious voynge, broke

into Maesia, with s design of forcing their way

over the Danube to. their settlements,in the

Ukraine. The wild attempt would lave proved

inevitahledestruction, if the discordof the Roman

generals had. not opened to the barharians the

means of -an- escape. The small remainder’ of

this destroying host returned on board their ves-

scls: and measuring back their way through the

Hellespont and the Bosphorus, ravaged in théir
‘theeshores of Troy, whose fame, Inmor-

salized by Homerawill probably survive the me-

mory of the Gothie sts. Assoon as they

found themselves in safety within the hason of the

Euxine, they landed at Anchialus in Thrace, near

the foot of Mount wmus; and, after all their

toils, indulged themsclves in the use of those

pleasant und salutary hot bathg What remained

» Synecilus, p 382 mmd-ﬂqﬂﬂumﬁu‘ﬂ_
withiful awd famaur. -

b igudingg whi commanded on the Danube, though! with propris-
4y, and scted with apiric.  His colleague was jealous of his jame
Bilat, August p 181,

5
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of the voyage was a short and easy navigation*
Such was the various fate of this third and great-
est of their naval enterprises. It may seem diffi-
cult to conceive, how the original body of fifteen
thousand warriors could sustain the losses and di-
visions of so bold an adventure. But as their
numbers were gradually wasted by the sword, by
shipwrecks, and by the influence of & warm cli-
mute, they were perpetually renewed by troops of
banditti and deserters, who flocked to the stand.
ard of plunder, and by a crowd of fugitive slaves,
‘often of German or Sarmatian extraction, who
engerly seized the glorious opportunity of free-
dom and revenge. In these expeditions, the
Gothic nation claimed a superior share of honour
and danger; but the tribes that fought under the
Gothic banners are sometimes distinguished and
nmmnﬂmuscnmﬁmmdﬂdtnthenmpmﬁuilﬂﬂnﬁu
of that age; and as the barbariait flets seemed
of the Trais, the vague
Mmﬂ' appellation of Scythians was fré-
quently bestowed on the mixed multitude.!

Reinofthe LD the general calamities of mankind, the deatle

temple of
Ephesus.

of an individual, however exalted, the ruin of an
edifice, however famous, are passed over with
careless inattention. Yet we cannot forget that
the temple of Diana at Ephesus, after having

risen with mcremmg splendour from mn I'!'

 Jormandes, e, 20,

Vasimus and the Grosks (s the anthor of the Philopsizi) give
the name of Scythians o thoss whom Jerkandes, uﬁrtﬂh
writers, copatenty represnt as Gothss
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peated’ misfortunes,” was finally burnt Ly the cnaf
Goths in their third naval . The artsof ™

Greece, and the wealth of Asia, had conspired
to erect that sacred und magnificent structure.
It was supported by an lundred and twenty-
seven marble columns of the Tonic order. They
were the gifts of devout monarchs, and cach was
siaty feet high. The altar was adorned with
the masterly sculptures of Praxiteles, who had,

perhaps, selected from the favourite legends of

the place, the_birth_of the divine children of
Latong, the concealment of Apollo after the
slaughter of the Cyclops, and the clementy of
Bacchns to the vanquished Amazons®  Yet the
length of the temple of Ephesus was only four
hiindred and twenty-five feet, about two-thirds
of the measure of the charch of*St. Peter's at
Rome. Tn the other dimensions, it was still

more inferior to that sublime production of mo--

dern architecture.  The spreading arms of &

christian eross require a_much greuter breadth

than the oblong temples thie pagans; and t

boldest artists of antiquity would have Been
startled at the proposal of raising in the air a
dome of the size and proportions of the pan-
theon. ‘The temple of Diana was, however,
adtired s one of the wonders of the worid,

m fliet. Auguet pe 178 Jornandes, o B 1
"m Stzabay b xir, v (40, Vienivioag b, o1, prefat. Lvik Teeli.
Aunal jily 61, Plin. ftist Nat. sxavi, 14,

* The length of i Poter's v 540 Roman - patms cach palen e
wury Diln short of nine Engiish liche. Ser Greavey's Missllanisy
vk by Pt O the Romen foot.

vol. 1. rf
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ciiar. Successive®mpires, the Persian, the Macedonian,
* _and the Roman, had revered its sanctity, and
enriched its splendour?  But the rude savages
of the Baltic were destitute of a taste for the
elegant arts, and they despised the ideal torrors

aof a foreign superstition.®
iy Another circumstance is related of these inva-
ot Athess Si0ns, which might deserve our notice, were it
_ not justly to be suspected as the fanciful conceit
‘of a recent sophist.  We are told, that, in the
sack of Athens, the Goths-had coflected all the
Yibraries, and were on the point of setting fire to
this funeral pile of Grecian learning, had not one
of their chiefs, of more refined policy than bis
brethren, dissunded them from the design; by
the profound chservation, that as long as the
Greeks were Sddicted to the study of books,

powerful nations, genius of every kind has dis-
played itself ahout the same period; and the
age of science hos gencrally been the age of
military virtue and success.

* The pelicy, Bowever, of the Romany induced them fn abrilge
the extens of the sanctuary ov asyiom, which, by snecessise peivie
Irges, had spread itself two stedis round the emple | Stribo, L,
68l Tacit Annal. ili, 80, &c - iy

% They affercd os smcrifices o tbe Grétiun gode  Ses Episiol
'm‘m _ T L P

¥ Zomsrss, L xlfy pe 035 aa.t-nﬂﬂnup-ﬁﬂrﬂ“
o the taate of Manmigne He makss use of |t in his agresalle
Ewuy on Pedaniry, L1, ¢ T4 3
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tv. The new sovereigns of Persia, Artaxerxes cHae.

and his son Sapor, had triumphed (as we bhave
ulready seen) over the house of Arsaces. Of Congoest
the many princes of that ancient mmﬂwu
king of Armenia, had alone preserved both his"==*
life and his independence. He defended him-
self by the natural strength of his country; by
the perpetunl resort of fugitives and malecon-
tents; by the alliance of the Romans, and,
above all, by his own courage. Invincible in
Arms, duri:nﬁ_ a thi.r__ti years war, he was at
length nssassinated by the emissaries of Sapor,
king of Persin.. The patriotic satraps of Ar-
menia, who asserted the freedom and dignity
of the crown, implored the protection of Rome
in favour of Tiridates the lawful beir. But the
son of Chosroes was an infant, the allies were
at a distance, and the Persian monarch ad-
vanced towards the frontier at the head of an
irresistible force. Young Tiridates, the future
hope of his country, was saved by the fidelity
of u servant, and Armicnin continued above
twenty-seven years a reluctant province of the
great monarchy of Persin’ Elated with this
easy conguest, and presuming on the distresses
or the degeneracy of the Romans, Sapor obliged
_the strong garrisons of Carrhe and Nisibis to
surrender, and spread devastation and terror on

cither side of the Euphrates.

The authentle relation of the Armenizn historian serves to reetily
\he eonfused aceount of the Greek. The lutter taiks of he childoes
#f Tiridates, who &b that tine was el n fnfilil,

B
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The loss of an important frontier, the ruin of
a faithful and natural ally, and the rapid success
of Sapor's ambition, affected Rome with a deep
sense of the insult as well as of the danger. Va-
lerian flattered himself, that the vigilance of his
lieutenants would sufficiently provide for the
safety of the Rhine and of the Danube ; hut he
resolved, notwithstanding bis advanced age, to
march in person to the defonce of the Evphrates.
During his progress through Asia Minor, the
naval enterprises of “the Goths were suspended,
and the afflicted province enjoyed a transient
and fallacious calm. He passed the Euphrates,

encountered the Persian monarch near the walls

b dcfeated of Fdessa, was vanquishied, and taken prisoner by
prisoner by Sapor.  The particulars of this great event are.
o P darkly and imperfectly represented ; yet, by the

discover  long, series_ of imprudence, of erot,
misfo :m:.‘thiﬂmedth

I ,5. __._;,

He reposed an implicit cons
fidence in Muacrianus, his p.ra.'*t.u::im_l_upmﬁwt-l
That worthless minister rendercd his master
formidahle only to the oppressed sulijects, and

‘contemptible to the eénemies of Rome” By his

weak or wicked counsels, the imperial army was
hetrayed into a situation, where valour and mi-,
litary skill were equally unavailing® The vi-
gorous attempt of the Romans to cut their wiy
through the Persian host, was repulsed with great

' His. August. p 181 Mm__ﬁumfh-#
ehristians;, they chargsd hlim with being & magiciun.
5 Fosimmg, ko po 88 oMl August. p BT
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slanghter? and Sapor, who encompassed the ciAT.
canip with mpﬂﬁﬂ&ﬁ‘@gﬂj waited %

till the increasing rage of fumine andl pestilence
had ensured his victory. The licentious mur-
murs of the legions soon accused Valerian as the
cause of their calamities; their seditions clamours
demanded an instant capitulation. An immense
sum _of gold was uﬂhedto’uwhnm the permis-
sion of a disgraceful retreat. But the Persian,
conscious of his superiority, refused the money
with disdaing and.detaining the deputics, ad-
mun rampart, and insisted on a personal confer-
ence with the emperor.  Valerian was reduced
to the neécessity of intrusting his lile and dignity
to the faith of an énemy. The interview ended
as it was natural to expect. The emperor was
made a prisoner, and his astonished troops laid
down their arms* In such a moment of tri-
umph, the pride and palicy b Sapor prompted
him to fill the vacant thrope with a successor
entirely dependent on lis :

an obscire fugitive of Antioch, stained with

every vice, was chosen to dishonour the Roman
purple; and the will of the Persian victor conld
not fuil of being eatified by the acclamations,
kowever reluctant, of the captive army.?

7 Vigioe in Coesnr. Eutroplun, iz, T-

* Fosimus, L i, p 33 Fonarisy l 3ilyp 630, Pelee Patriias,
1n the Exrerpta Legat. p. 39

* Eisk August. p. 185 Thi reign of Cyrisdes sppears i that
collection prior to the desth of Valeriani bast 1 hive prefirred a pre-
hable serles of events ta the dyultiul shronology of & Most inacrurste
writer.

Ff8
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The imperial slave was eager to secure the

favour of his master by an act of treason to his
native country. He conducted Sapor over the

. Euphrates, and, hy the way of Chalcis, to the

metropolis of the East. So rapid were the mo-
tions of the Persian cavalry, that, if we may
credit a very judicious historian,” the city of
Antioch was surprised when the idle multitude
was fondly gazing on the amusements of the
theatre. splendid buildings of Antioch,
srivate as well as public, were either pillaged or
destroyed ; and the numerous inhabitants were
put to the sward, or led away into captivity.®
"The tide of devastation was stopped for a moment
by the resolution of the high priest of Emesa.
Arrayed in his sacerdotal robies, lie appeared at
the head of a great body of fanatic peasants,
armed anly with slings, and defended his god and
his property from the sacrilegio s hands of the
followers of Zoroasper But the ruin of Tar-
sus, and of many other cities, furnishes a melan-
choly proof, that, except in this singular instance,
the conquest of Syrin and Cilicia scarcely inter-
rupted the progress of the Persian arms. The
advantages of the narrow pusses of mount Tau-
rus were abandoned, in which an invader, whose
principal foree consisted in his cavalry, would
have been engaged in a very unequal combal :

& The sack of Antioch, enticipatel ly sane histmridns, I+ amigied,
by the ducisive vestimony of Ammisnus Baresllious, 1o the fuign o
Gallienus, 3xitl, 5

o Fissbimvisn, L. iy AR -

4 Johm Maliss, v, |, 7o ML Hé sorrupts s probeble event
#y sume [ebiuluos Clreumstantr. e
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and Sapor was permitted o form the siege of GILE.
Ciwesarea, the qkﬂ,:nfwmm; P ghy,___f:h
though of the second rank, which was supposcd -
to contain’ four hundred thousand inhabitants,
Demmmmmnded in the place, ﬁ.‘gﬁt!,

mucli by the commission of the emperor, as in

the voluntary defence of his country. For a

Jong time he deferred its fate; and, when at lust
Cmsarea was betrayed by the perfidy of o phy-

sician, he cut his way through the Persians, whe

had been grdered to excrt their utmost diligence

the power of a foe, who might either have ho-
noured or punished his obstinate vulour; but

many thousands of his fellow-citizens were in-
yolved in a general massacre, and Sapor is ac-

cused of treating his prisoners with wanton and
unrelenting cruelty. Much should undoubtedly

be allowed for national animosity, much for hitim-

hled pride and impotent revenge; yet, upon the
whole, it 15 certais that the same prince, w lo in
Armenia had displayed the mild aspect. ofa le-
gislator, shewed himself to the Romans under

the stern features of a ongueror. He despairedl

of making any permanent estublishment in the
empire, and sought anly to lenve behind bim a -
wasted desert; whilst he transported into Persia

the people aml the trensures of the provinces.

» Yoarus, L wih g 630, Theep wallics wore Bflal up wiih the
-algin. Crgwds of pricoers wers delten o water ke biusts. s
any Wﬂﬂ wunt of feod.
£ grsbinga, Ly 25, ascrts, thay Sapor, Thal be mot preferped
spoii to conguest, might hare remained master o Ashe.
vl
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L"‘;-ILP. ' At the time when the East trembled at the

-

In?.-lni;

name of Sapor, he received a present not nnwor-

" tliy of the greatest kings; a long train of camels

mndd wueotss | e with the most rare and valuable merchans

of Underin-

thus h_d_i,-.es. Ihe rich offering was accompanied with

e

an epistle, respectful but not servile, from Ode-
nathus, one of the noblest and most opulent
senators of Palmyra. “ Who is this Odenothus,”
(suid the haughty victor, and he commanded
that the presents should be east into the Fu-
phates) “rthat he thus insolently presumes ta
# write to his lord? If he entertains a hope of
# mitigating bis punishments, let him fall pro-
 strate before the foot of our throne with his
@ hands bound behind his back. Should he:
« Jpsitate, swift destruction shall be poured on
« his head, on his whole race, and on his coun-
“ gry  The desperate extremity to which the
Palmyreuian was reduced;. called into action
il the latent powers of his soul. He et Sapor;
bist he met him in arms.  Infusing his own spi-
rit into a little army collected from the villiges
of Syria," and the tents of the desert, he
hovered round the Persian host, harassed theie
retreat, cacried off part of the trensure, and
what was dearer than any treasure, several of the

-

& Peter Patricius in Excerpt.  Leg. p 20, s

B Syrorum agrestiom mandl.  Sextus Im;._.g-_ﬂg_ﬂ“ Victor:
the Augustan History (p 1691, and sevoral inseripblons In mok-
Ing ll!:u:lthm . :ligrl: of Plelmyra. . -~ i '5':’ i

" Mg pomsrsscd wo powerful an intersst among the wanderingtrises,
that Prasepias | Tell, Pavsics L H, © 8, wnd John 2Matals (om b
T 3015, style higs pringt of the Saracens :

)
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woinen of the Lrﬂtm;l‘hﬂ was ot Hﬂﬁ

if Palumyra.

‘The voive of history, whmhinuﬂenltule
more than the organ of hatred or flattery. ¥é .
proaches Sapor with a proud sbuse of the rights
of conquest. _We are told that Valerian, in

anlll-

chains, but invested with the imperial purple,
was exposed to the multitude, n constant spectacle
of fallen greatness; and that whenever the Per-
sinn monarch mounted on horsehack, he placed
hiz foot on the neck of a Roman emperor.
Notwithstanding all the remonstrances of his
allies, who repeatedly advised him to remember
the vicissitude of fortune, to dread the returning
power of Rome, and to make his illustrions cap-
tive the pledge of not the object of insult,
Sapor still remained 4 -~ When Valerian
sunk under the weight of shame and grief, his
gkin, stuffed with straw, and formed into the
likeness of & human figure, waus preserved for
ages in the most celebrated temple of Persia: o
more real monument of triumph, than the fancied
trophies of brass and marble so often erected
by Roman vanity.! The tale is moral and pa-

¥ Foter Patricias, p. 25,
| The pogen writery inment, the christians inmlt, the misfiriuney
of Valerisn, Thelr variovs testimunles are preerwtely collecial by
Tillemont,
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thetic, but the truth of it may very fairly be

in question. The letters still extant from
the princes of the East to Sapor, are manifest
forgeries ;™ nor is it natural to suppose that n
jealous monarch should, even in theperson of a
rival, thus publicly degrade the majesty of kings.
Whatever treatment the unfortunate Valerian
might experience in Persia, it is at least certain,
that the only emperor of Rome who had ever
fallen into the hands of the enemy, languished
away his life in hopeless captivity.

The emperor Gallienus, who had long sup-
ported with impatience the censorial severity of
his father and colleague, received the intelligence -
of his misfortuneswith secret pleasure andavowed
indifference. I knew that my father was a
« mortal,” said he;  and since he has acted as
“ hecomes a brave man, 1 am satisfied.” Whilst
Rome lamented the fate of her sovereign, the
savage coldness of his son was extolled by the
servile courtiers, as the perfect firmness of &
hero and a stoic.” It is difficult to paint the
light, the various, the inconstant character of
Gallienus, which he dis, Ia; el without constraint,
as soon as he became sole possessor of the empire.
In every art that he attempted, his lively genius

Tillemont, tom. i, p 739, &, So itle has been 'prescrved of
castern history befone Mahemet, that the modern eralann sre tnoily
ignorant of the sictory of Sapor, on event 5 gloria. 1 their nation.
See Bililiothoque Orieniale,

= Ong of these cplsties s from Artavasdes, king of 1r|pm|l-
Sines Armeniis was then & provioee in Peris, theking, the kingdom,
anid the epletle, must be Sctitivos ’

* fee his lifc if the Aggustan History.
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ensbled him to succeed; and as his genius. was |

destitte of judgment, he attempted every art, _ :
except the important ones of ‘war and govern-

ment. He was a master of several curious but
uscless scientes, a ready orator, and elegant
poet,” a skiul gardener, an excellent cook,
and most contemptible prince. When the great
emergencies of the state required his presence
and attention, he was engaged in conversation
with the philosopher Plotinus,® wasting his time
in trifling op licentions pleasures, preparing his
initiation to the Grecian mysteries, or soliciting
a place in the Areopagus of Athens. His pro-
fuse magnificence insulted the general poverty:
the solemn ridicule of his trinmphs impressed
deeper sense of the public disgrace® The

® There |s still extant a very preity epithalamivm, enmposed by
Gallienus for the nuptinfs of his pephews.
1te ait, 0 Juvenes, pariter sudite meduilis
hentiibis, frter voa 1 mon DILATITL VESTR colmmbie,
Deachia por Hederip, aon vineant escula Conche
» Fig wes on the point of gitisy Platinus a ruined gity of Cam-
fpania, to try the experimamt of rualizing Tlata’s vepnhiie.  Sor the
fifle of Plotinus, by Purghyry, in Fabricios"s Wiblisth, Grme, L v,
% A medal which bears the hend wf Gallisnus has perplexed the
antiguurinns by its legend and reverse; (he former Galliena Auguste,

Vettinn, we peada similar inacription of Famsting Augueta vound the
!mdurumnmiiu With regurd to the Dbigee Pax, it is
ausily explained by the vanity of Gallienur, who seived, perhape,
: the
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repeated intelligence of invasions, defeats, and
l'dleﬂmn, he received with o coreless smile;
d singling out, with affected contempt, some

'imuimrm- production of the lost province, he

carelessly asked, whether Rome must be ruined,
unless it was supplied with linen from Fgypt,
and Arras cloth from Gaul ? There were, how-
ever, afew short moments in the life of Gallienns, .
when, exasperated by some recent injury, he
suddenly appeared the intrepid soldier and the
cruel tyrant; till, satiated with blood, or fatigued
by resistance, he insensibly sunk into the natural
mildness and indalence of his character.

The thirty At a time when the reins of governinent were

vrTAnLe

held with so loose a hand, it is not surprising,
that a crowd of usurpers should start up in every
province of the empire against the son of Vale-
rinn. It was probably some ingenious fancy, of
comparing the thirty tyrants of Rome with the
tmtquat-m that induced the writers
of the Augustan history to select that cele-
brated number, which has been gradually receiv-
ed into a popular appellation’ But in every
light the parallel is idle and defective. What
resemblance can we discover bhetwesn a council

ihe oorislon of some mompentery ealm.  See Nouvelles de In Repub-
tique des Letires, Jamvier 1700, p 21-34,

*This singular chamcicr has, 1 believe, been fuldy tinkmitted to
s, The reign of his immediate sicceator was short Abd buay 3 ol
the hittorians who wrote before the dlevation ef the family of Cos-
stantine could not have the mest remote nwhmhupmullh
character of Gallieous,

* Pllio expresses the mest minute sngiéty to complete the num=
ber L3
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of thirty persons, Lh&w:lpprmmsnfam- CHARe

gle city, and an | i list of indcpendent 77
through tlle,m;cﬂf- I‘I!l.'ll-' mpim?‘ ,ﬁm‘m

the number of thirty be completed, unless we

include in the account the women and children
who were honoured with the imperial title. The
reign of Gallienus, distracted as it was, produced

only nincteen pretenders to the thrqne;'_(-}yriuhq_‘ﬁ:u

Macrianus, Balista, Odenathus, and Zenobio, 0 e ne

the East; in Gaul, and the western provinges,mee tha

Pwthﬂmﬂi;wm and his mother
Victoria, Marius, and Tetricus, In Il]ynnnm-
and the confines of the Danube, Ingenuus, Re-
gillimnus, and Awureolus; in Pontus! Saturni-
nus; in Isauria, Trebellianus; Pise in Thes-
saly; Valens in Achaia ; FEmilianus in Eg}'i:ll;
and Celsus in Africa. To illustrate the obscure
monuments of the lite and death of each indi-
wvidual, would prove a laborious task, alike bar.

ren of instruction md.gfha__mmmmt We may

content ourselves with

characters, that most ltran.gly'mrk I!lbmnﬂiﬁcq_

of the times, and the munners of the men, their
pretensions, their motives, their fate, and the
destructive consequences of their usurpation.®

1t is sufficicntly known, that the odious B.]Jll'l-m

fation of tyrant was often mnplu}t'd by the fi~gp ine 1.
cients to express the illegal seizure of supremerns

‘Thrlﬁﬂuluiihmnht doubifil i bul thers war
a tyrant in Pontus, asd we are aogquainted with the st of all the
dthere

~ Tilleroont; wons, Bl po 1183, rockons then sontw bt diftre
enuy.
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2rar. power, without any reference to the abuse of it!
X Several of the pretenders, who raised the stand-
ard of rebellion against the emperor Gallienus,

were shining models of virtue, and almost all
possessed & considerable share of vigour and abi-

lity. Their merit had recommended them to the

favour of Valerian, and gradually promoted them

16 the most important commands of the empire:

, The generals,who assumed the title of Augustus;

were either respected by their troops for their

able conduct and severe discipline, or admired

for valour and success in war, oF beloved: for

. frankness and generosity, The field of victory
was often the scene of their election; and even

the armourer Maurius, the most contemptible of

all the candidatesfor the purple, was distingnished
however by intrepid courage, matchless strength,

and blunt honesty* Ilis mean and recent

trade cast indeed an air of ridicule on his

‘Theiz o= elevation 3 but his birth could not be more ob-
seurebirthe o ve than was that of the greater part of his
rivals, who were born of peasants, and inlisted

in the army as private soldiers. In times of
confusion, every active genius finds the place
assigned him by nature: in a general stale of

war, military merit is the road to glory and to
Of . the nineteen tyrants, Tetricus

only was a senator; Piso alone was a noble:

The blood of Numa, through twenty-eight suc-
cessive generations, ran in the veins of Calphur-

& See the speoch’ of Marius, in the Anguvian Hiatary, p 197 Tha
accidental idgntity of pames was the saly circumstance (hat could
tempt Pullla 19 bmitnte Sallusts
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mius Piso? who, by female allunces,. claimed cna#l

a right of exhibitingy in-his house, the images oo - =
Crassus and of the great Pmﬁ&,ﬂi:m—
cestors had been repeatedly dignified with all the
honours which the commonwealth could bestaw;
and of all the ancient families of Rome, the Cal-
phurnian alone had survived the tyranny of the
Casars. The personal qualities of Piso added new
lustre to his race. The usurper Valens, by whose
order he was killed, confessed, with deep remorse,
that even_an_enemy ought to have rﬁpei:‘li:d
the sanctity of Piso; and although he died in
arms against Gallienus, the senate, with the
emperor’s gencrous permission, decreed the tri-
umphal ornaments to the memory of so virtuous
a rebel.*

x

The licutenants of Valerion were grateful 10 The coums
the father whom they esteemed. They dis "™

‘daived to serve the luxurions indolence of his

unworthy son: The throne of the Roman world

was unsupported by any principle of loyalty;
and treason against such a prince might easily
be considered as patriotism to the state.  Yet il

we examine with eandour the conduet of these

*Wen, O Pomplling sanguin ! is Horees"s address tn the Pisos
Bee Art, Poet v, 292, with Dacier™s and Sanadon’s notes

® Tacit. Annal. zv, 48 His. |, 18 Ih the fermer of theee
passages we may veature (o chonge palerna nte maferna.  In every
grneration from Augustss te Mm-nmﬁﬂ
apjedr as eoniuls Armmdmdnrﬁ;-rmma,
Angustus (Tarit. Annal i, 15 A second headed a formidable con-
mwm;mnm“md.ﬂmcﬂ
by Galba. ¢

* Hist- August. p 185 The seneto, in o moment of enthosisns,
#vems 1o bare presumed on the spprobation of Gelllsmus
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usurpers, it will appear, that they were muck
oftener driven into vebellion by their fears, than
urged to it by their ambition. They dreadeid
the cruel suspicions of Gallienus ; they equally
dreaded the capricious violence of their troops.
If the dangerous favour of the army had im-
prudently declared them deserving of the purple,
they were marked for sure destruction; and even
prodence would counsel them, to secure a short
enjoyment of empire, and rather to try the for-

“tune of war, than to expect the hand of an exe-

. Their vins

eutioner. When the clamour of the soldiers in=
vested the reluctant victims with the ensigus of
sovereign nuthority, they sometimes wmoarned in
secret their approaching fate. * You have lost,”
said Saturninus, on the day of his elevation,
% you have lost u useful commander, and you
% have made a very wretched emperor.™

tmtdenti. | N apprehensions of Su

" by the repeated experience of revolutions. OF the

, -imw who started up under the reigoe

of Gallienus, there was not one who enjoyed
a life of peace, or a natural death. As soom
as they were invested with the bloody purple;
they inspired their adherents with the same
fears and ambition which had occasioned. their
own revolt.  Encompassed with dmneatﬁ_:.mn'-
spiracy, military sedition, and. civil war, they
trembled, on the edge of precipicess in which,
after a longer or shorter term off gnxicty, they
were inevitably lost. These precarious

X * Hist, Anguit. o 1980
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received, however, mm;:thnﬂm mﬂ!.
of their respective arinies . - provinces could
bestow : but m claim, fMIHﬂll.ml!ﬂmn,

could never obtain the sanction of I:wmmj-

Ttuly, Rome, and the senate, constantly adbered

to twd Gallienus, and he alone was con-
q.lmed as the sovereign of the empire. That
prince condescended, indeed, to acknowledge the
victorious arms of Odenathus, who deserved the
honourable distinction, by the respectful conduct

'Whu h hL always maintained tuuu.rdﬂ the son of
ﬁ% npﬂilnl:i’ﬂlnﬂn-

mnns, lnﬂ rhnmnmntnf'(,nlhanm. the senate
conferred the title of Augustus on the brave Pal-
myrenian ; and seemed to intrust him with the
government of the East, which he already pos-
sessed, in so independent a manner, that, like a
privatesuceession, hiebequeathed it to his illustri-
ous widow Zenobin®

The wd.and perpcmnl transitions from the el eon.
cottage to the from the throne toZgEme
the grave, might have mmm
philosopher ; were it possible for a philosopher ™
to remain indifferent amidst the general cala-
mities of haman kind, The election of these
precarious cmperors, their power, andtheir death,
were equally destructive to theig subjects and ad-
herents. Thpmdmulnmmw

instantly dischnrgzed tothe. mhyrh:hmnuw
dopative, drawn from the bowelsof the exhausted

» ’ 3 e
* The wwsaiktbn of 1he brare Palmyresion wad fhe mest pajulag
it of the wisole relgn of Gallienas  Blist, Aogfiiet p VB

VOL. L. L
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t.."-l ap, people. However virtuous was their cliaracter,

arwaaaasa

however pure their intentions, they found them-
selves reduced to the hard necessity of supporting
their usurpation by frequent acts of rapine and
cruelty. When they fell, they involved armies
and provinces in their fall. There is still extant
a most savage mandate from Gallienuos to one of
his ministers, after the suppression of Ingenuus,
who had assumed the purple in Hiyricum. * It
% is not enough,” says that soft but inhuman
prince, * that you exterminate such as bave ap-
« pearcd in arms: the chance of battle might
“ have served me as effectuaily. The male sex
“ of every age must be extirpated ; provided
« that, in the execution of the children and old
“ mew, you can contrive means to save oOuF
“ reputation. Let every one die who has dropt
“ an expression, who has entertained a t

‘“ against me, against me, the son af Vi
* the father and brother of so many prinm
“ Remember that Ingenuus was made emperor; -
“ tear, kill, hew in pieces. | write i0.you with
“ my own hand, and would inspire you
“ my own feelings.™ Whilst the public forces
of the state were dissipated in private ‘l""""""

4 Galthemmus hod given _the un-uremrmawwlh
o Satoninos, siain at Cologne by the usurper Posthumus, A& secard.
at of Gallizms anceeetled t the name and rank of lils elder brother.
Valerian, the brother of Galllenus, wis ulso assoclased @ the em-
pire s several other brathers, sisters, nephews, and nieess, of the om=
peror, [ormed o very nomerous royal familys  See Tillemont,
tom. iif. and M. nwmm u—ﬂmhﬂnﬂh
tom. sxuil, po 208

* Hint. Angiy. po Tk
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the defenceless provinées: luy exposed to every cuAP.
jnvader. The.wwmmpdled, .
Dy the perplexity of their situation, toconclude™
ignominous treaties with the comInen enemy,
to purchase with of tributes the’ neutra-
lity oF services of the barbarians, and to intro-
duee hostile and independent nations into the
heart of the Roman monarehy.”

Such were the barbarians, and suchthe tyrants,
who; under the reigns of Vislerian and GGallienus,
dismemberedsthe. provitces, and reduced the

empire to the lowest pitch of disgrace and ruin,
from whence it seemed impossible that it should
ever emerge.  As faras the barrenness of munte-
rials would permit, we have attempted to trace,
with order and perspicuity, the gencral events of
that calamitous peried. There still remain some
particular fucts: 1. The disorders of Sicily ;
st. The tumults of Alexandria; and, 111, The
rebellion of the Jsaurians, which may serve 1o
= S -on the borrid picture.

muitiplied by success and impunity, publicly e e

country, we may safely infer, that‘the excessive
weakness of the government is felt and sbused
by the lowest ranks of the community. The
situation of Sicily preserved it from the bar-
barians ; nor could the disarmed province have
supported an usurper. The sufferings of that

 Ragiliinss had some bands af Bowolsal in his wrvice P

imiss i body of Franks. - It was perbage in the chzacter of sapilis-
vies that Lhe mwmmnpﬂn.
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chiap. once flourishing and still fertile island, were in-

X

v

flicted by baser hands. ‘A licentious crowd of
slaves and peasants reigned for a while over the
plundered country, and renewed the memory of

the servile wars of more ancient times®  De=

vastations of which the husbandman was either
the victim or the accomplice, must have ruined
theagriculture of Sicily ;and as the prineipal estates
were the property of the opulent senatorsof Rome,
Wwho often enclosed within a farm, the territory of
an old republic, it is not improbable, that this
private injury might affect the capital more
deeply than all the conquests of the Goths or
the Persians.

. The foundation of Alexandrin was anoble
design, at once conceived and executed by the
son of Philip. The beautiful and regular form
of that great city, second only to Rome itself,
comprehended a circumference of fifteen miles
it mm'&m bundred thousand free
inhabitants, besides at least an equal number of
slaves! The lucrative trade of Arabin and
India flowed through the port of Alexandria to
the capital and provinces-of the empire. 1dleness
wasunknown. Some were employed in blowing
of glass, others in weaving of linen, others again
manufacturing the papyros.  Either sex, and
every age, was engaged in the pursuits of indus-
try ; nor did even the blind or the lame want

# The Augustan Histary, po 177, calle it serwile belfom,  Ste
Diodor. Sicul L. xxais.

* Plin. Hist. Natur. v, 10. _
* Dindor. Sieul. 1. xvil, p 500, Bdit. Wesseling.
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r
doedpations suited tohEF Conlition® ' But the :mm!
peo]ﬂe of Alenm various ‘mixture of .

v and inconstancy of

mtruﬂluh of Tentils, the neglect of an_
aeeustomed salutation, amistake of precedencyin
the public baths, or even u religious dispute,'
were at any time sufficient to kindle a sedition
amonygr that vast muhi’ttulr'- v.hm resentments
were fur the eup-
tivity of Valerian and the 1mﬂ1eﬂmﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ
relaxed the authority of the laws, the Alexan-
drians abandoned themselves to the ungoverned
rage of their passions, and their unhiappy cotntry
was the theatre of a civil war, which continued
(with a few short and suspicions truces) above
twelve years™  All intercourse was cat off
between the several quarters of the afflicted city,

every Wtﬂl w1t|1 hlnml, ev Ery hutld-

Alexandria was 1m=lr1efnhlf cuined.” The lrph-
cious and magnificent district of Bruehion, with
its palaces and museum, the residence of the

¥ See o very curlins m&mmnmm-
pe B3,

'ﬂimﬂ--mugmumduqr-mm n-nm
Sieul: L i

= Hist Auvpurs. po 15858 Thin loog and terrible mdition wes
first acchsioted by a dispute between a saldier and @ towneman abous
& pair of shows.

= Diotipuius apud Euseb. Hist. Eccles vol. vii, p€l  Ammier
=iy 16,
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kingsand philosophers of Egypt, isdescribed d::h
a century afterwards, as already reduced to its pre-
sent state of dreary solitude,” N
11, The obscure rebellion of Trebellianus;
who assumed the purple in Isauria, a petty pro-
vince of Asia Minor, was attended with strange
and memorgble consequences, The pageant of
royalty was soon destroyed by an officer of Gal-
lienus; but his followers, despairing of mercy,
resalved to shake off their allegiance, not only to
the emperor, but to the empire, and suddenly
returned to the savage manners, from which they
had neyer perfectly heen reclaimed. Their craggy
rocks, o branch of the wide extended Taurus,
protected their inaceessible setreat.  The tillage
of some fertile vallies® supplied them with
necessaries, and a habit of rapine with the luxu.
ries of life. In the heart of the Roman mo-

narchy, the Isaurians long continued a nation of

wild barbarians. ~ Succeeding princes, unahle to
reduce them to obedicnce either by arms or po-
ticy, were compelled to acknowledge their wenk-
ness, by surrounding the hostile and independ-
ent spot, with a strong chain of fortifications,®
which often proved insufficient to restrain the
incursions of these domestic foes. The Isau-
rians, gradually >xtending their territory to the
sea coast, subdued the western and mountainous
part of Cilicia, formerly the nest of those daring

* Scaliger, Animadver. od Buseh, Chrom, p %58, Three dise
sertations of M. Bonamay, in the Mam, de I'Academic, tom. 1.

¥ Steabo, L il . S60.

Hivt. Augost. p. 197,
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pirates, against whom the republic had once been ¢ fu
abliged to exert Wrmmmem :
duct of the great Pompey.’

Our habits of thinking so fondly mm'lihﬂmm
order of the universe with the fate of mim, thitbine.
this gloomy period of history has been decorated
with inundations, earthquakes, uwncommon me-

-teors, preternntural darkness, and a crowd of
prodigies, fictitious or exaggerated® Butalong
and general famine was a colamity of a more
serious kind. [t was the inevitable consequence

of rapine and oppression, which extirputed the
produce of the present, and the hope of futire
‘harvests. Famine is almost always followed by
epidemical diseases, the effect of scanty and un-
wholesome food. Other couses must, however,
have contributed to the furious plague, which,
from the year two hundred and fifty to the year
two hundred and sixty-five, raged without inter-
ruption in e pruvmre, every city, and almost

every fam man_ empire. Dunng
some time E‘wn

Rome; and wmany towns, that hod dmpﬂi
hands of the barbarians, were entirely depopu-
lated.!
We have the knowledge of a very curious cir-Dimi
than uI ihe

cumstance, of some use perhaps in the melan-ygman
apecics

t'ﬂ‘*{tﬁ Geogr. Antig. tom. if, e 337, wpan the Jimits of
I T

* Hist. Angunt. p. 157,

CHist. Angist g 17T, fmioos, L1 po 24 Zonarss, 1 xll,
p. 6%% Fuseh Chronicon.  Vietar in Epitoms  Victor in Casar.
Eutropies, Iz, &  Onosles, vil, YL -
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cuar. choly ecaleunlation of human calumities. An
X gxact pegister was kept at Alexandria of all the
citizens entitled to receive the distribution of
corn. It was found, that theancient number of
those comprised between the ages of forty and
seventy, had been equal to the ‘whole .sum of
claimants, from fourteen to foubscore years of
age, who remained alive after the reign of Gal-
lienus,"  Applying this authentic fact to the
most correct tables of mortality, it evidently
proves; that above half the people of Alexandria

had perished ; and couldwe venture toextend the
analogy tothe other provinces, we might suspect,
that war,pestilence,and famine, ha:lmnsumed, in'
q&w years, the moicty of the human spegies*

5% Buscb. Hist. Bccles. vil, §1, The ‘fact e tikich S, Ot
" tars of Diooyuius, whi, in the dima of those trodhles, wis biskag of
Alexandrin,

Iy & grest tomber of parishes 11,000 were fiand be-
tween foirteen and clghty : 5365  betwesn ¢ ommd perenty |
Se= Bulfun, Hintoire Nutorello, tamoif = S50 . e
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