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PREFATORY NOTE

Babu Shib Chunder Bose is an exlightened Bengall, of
maitured ‘conviction and character, whe, having received the
stirving fmpuilie of Western culture and thanght during the
carly perdod of D Duils work [0 the General Assembly's.
Instithtion, has continued faithful to it through all these long
and changeful years;, His extended and yaried experience,
his-careful habit of observation and contrsst. his largre stére
of general reading and infarmation, and his mre sobriety and
earnestresz of judgment, emninestly quafify him for litiog
the veil from the inner domestic life of his countrymen, and
giving such an account of their socisl and religious: obser-
vances 28 may prove intelligible and instructive 1o general
English readers. I the sketches which he has now produced
we are presented with the first-fruits of “the harvest of a
fuiet cye” that has long meditatively watched the strange on. &
goings of this ancient society, and penetrated with living
insight into the springs and tendency of: its startling changes.

Although I had oo -special claim taasy right of judjpment
npoti the present phases of Hindu Tife, the writer took me early .
into his: confidence; nnd from the apparent qualizy: and’ sin.
eerity of his york 1 hall n iition in encoliraging him to
persevere, recommending him, however, . Mave hittorical
speculition to others and to confine himsell vl faithful dells
neation of facts within his own experience While hik
manuscripts were passing through my hands, 1 took pains to
verily hig descriptions by frequent reference to yvotnger edus
cated natives, who, in all, cases, confirmed  the accuracy wnd
reliability of the detsils.  The book will stand on jts own
merits with Enplish reaclers, whose haprpily increasing inter
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‘est in the forms and movemente of Hindu 1ifd at this trmmsi
tional period when the picttiresque institutions and habits of
thousands of years are visibly and irrevocably passing away, 4
should glidly welcome its fresh and opportune representations. 1
Asnd all who, viewing without regret the decay of the old ardir |
and animated by the faith of nobler possibilities than it his -l*-!
ever achieved, are actually engazed in the great work of reli-
giows regeneration and social reform in Indis, should find much !
i these truthful but saddening sketches to intensify thefr sym.
pathies and give definite direction and guldance to their best
E m o . .
W. HASTIE,
THE GENESAL AndcsiuLy's Ixairifhiis,
sxnd Marchk, 1887,
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INTRODUCTION.

e —

% presenting the following volume to the Public,

| am conscious of the very great disadvantage | labor

under in attempting o communicate my thoughts
through the medium of a langunge differing from
my mother-tongue both in the lorms of construction
and in the methods of expression. My appeal 1a the
indulgence of the public is bised on the ground of
my work being true to its name, It professes to be a
simple; ‘but faithful, delineation of the present state of

"Hindoo society in Bengal, and especially in Caleutta,

the Athens of Hindoosthan. [ cannot promise any
thing thrilling or sensational. My principal object is 1o

“give as much information as possible regarding the

moral, intellectual, social and domestic economy of my
countrymen and countrywomen. The interest atea-

ching to the information and facts furnished will greatly

depend on the spirit in which they may be received.
To such of my readers as feel a genuine interestina
true reflection of the present state of society in this
country, passing froma condition of almost impenetr-
able darkness to that of marvellous light, through the
general and rapid diffusion of western knowledge, 1 do
not think the details | have given will be found dull or
dry. Not a few of the facts stated will, 1 fear, prove



piinfully interesting ta those who are cognisant of the

) many incrusted defects and deficiencies still lurking fn
our social system.  But il we carefilly look at it we
shall doubtless discover that it is not all darkness and
clouds, it has its-crimson dawns, its rosy sunsets”
Fhe multitudinous phases of Hindoo life, though sadly
revolting and repulsive in many respects; have never-
theless same redeeming features, revealing rudiint
glimpses of simpleand innocent joys.  In discussing the
various social questions in their purely carthly aspects
and| relationships, it may be 1 have treated some of
them inadequately and superficially, but in so doing
1 claim the merit of 4 humble endeavour after perfect
honesty. [ have in no wise exaggerated, bur have
simply follpwed the golden maxim of “nothing ex
tenuate nor set down aught in malice”

The men of the Lind, and not the land of the men,

form the subject marter of my work, My attention

| hits long been directed to the domestic, sacial, moral,
sntellectual and réligious candition of the Hindoos. The

ﬁ: deep researches of European savants have from: time
ta time thrown a flood of light on the learning and
antiquities of India, We have every reason 1o sdmire

the great truthfulness and aceuracy of their observa-

tions in many respects.. As foreigners, however, they

I were naturally constrained to pay but a subordinate
attention to the peculiar domestic and social economy

of the Natives. The idea of attempting a sketeh of

the inner 1l and habits of the Hindoos in this age,



wins originally suggested to the writer by the Revd.
Drs. Duffl and Charles—twa Christian philanthropists,
whose names are deservedly enshrined in the grateful
memory of the Hindoo community of Bengal, the great
centre of their educational and religious achievements. |
It was cordially approved by that high-minded states-
man, Sir Charles Theophilus, afterwards Lard Metealfe,
who practically taught the Indian Public whar a writer
in the “Nineleenth Century” so aptly cills the great
Trinity of liberty,—freedom of speech, freedom of tride,
and [reedom of religion.

To supply this desidemtum, and not merely to
gratify the natural curiosity o know the inner life of
the Hindoos, but to do something in the line of social
amelioration by  bringing the stagnant waters of
Eastern life into contact with the quickening stream |
of European progress,” have been the chief aim of the
following pages. Should a liberal Public, here s
well as in Europe and America, vouchsafe its counte-
nance to this my first literary enterprise, | purpose to
continue my humble labor in the same sphere, extend-
ing my observation, if advisable, o a picture of the
social life of Upper, Western and Southern Indii
The vastness of the subject is one great difficulty, It
will open to all civilized and philanthropic nations a
wide and yet unexplored field for the exercise of their
thoughts and sympathies.

To Europeans, and more especially to English-
men, who have. for more than a century and a half,

e
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been the great and benéficent arbiters under Pro-
vidence of the destiny of this vast empire, a correct
knowledge of the domestic and social institutions of
the Hindoos, is of the most vital importance, being
essentially indispensable to o rght understanding of
the existing wants, wishes, feelings and sentiments,
condition and progress of the subject rce.  Many erro-
neous ideas concerning the singular customs and obser.
vances of the people of India still prevail in Europle and
Ameriea.  They are partly due to defective observa-
tion, and partly to the prejudices of men whose
minds are wo pre-occupied to properly understand
and appreciate the peculinr phases of character,
manners and usages among nations other than their
own. Such men are unfortunately led to associate

the Natives » with ways that are dark and tricks that

are vain."  To remove. the mass of misconeeption yet
prevailing in some quarters by placing before the
general reader a true and comprehensive knowledge of
the daily life of & people, who occupy such a huge
spot on the earth’s surface, and whose numbers are
counted by hundreds of millions, is indeed an important
step towards the solution of it great social problem, and
towards the removal of the gull thar divides the
sons of the soil from the English rulers of the country,
The tendency of close and constant intercourse 1s to
promote an ideptity of interests betwesn the two races,
As » Native, the anthor may be allowed 1o have had
the facilities requisite for acquifing a clear idea of the
manners and customs of his countrymen, which may
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counterbalanee insome dégrée the drawbacks and de-
netencics naturally experienced by him on the score
of language.

“® The Rev. W. Hastic, B. D.. Principal of the
Generdl Assembly's Institution, and Mr. ], B, Kaight,
C. I, E,, have laid me under great and lasting obligs-
tons by their kind suggestions and encouragement.
| have particularly to think the former for the prefatory
note which he has written in response to my special
request.

SHIB CHUNDER BOSE.
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THE HIND Hm.rs,ﬁ HoLp, .

ol | is my intention in the follow g pages to cndﬁnmur

4l o convey tetthe mind of the Euwropean reader some
distinet idea of the present manners and customs,
usages and institutions ol my Hindoo countrymen, illistrative
of their peculinr domestic and social hubits and the dumer life
of anr socicty, the minutia: of which can never be sufficiently
accessible to Europeans “Tt &5 in the domestic circle that
manmners are best seen, where restraint is thrown aside, and no
external authority controls the freedom of expressicon” !

L shall begin with a genesil nccount of the normal Hin-
doo houschald, as 3t once the fiving centre and meeting point
of the various elements of our society. But as It is impossihile
to describe the manifold gradations of social condition ina
single sketch, I shall draw from the domestic armngements
of & family aof one of the higher castes and provided with a
eunvenient share of worklly prosperity.  Only the principal
cloments in the group cannow be alllided to, and some of them
will be described with greater detail in separte sketches,

The family domicile of a Hindoo is, to all mtents and
purposes; & regular sanctum. not casily aceessible to the out-
ailde world,  Its peculiar construction, its tortuous passages,
its small compartinents and special apportionment, obvionsly:
indicate the provalence of a taste “cabined, cribibed, confined)”
and preciyde the admittance of free ventilation and frée in-
tercourse,  ‘The anmals of history huve long since established
the fact that the close confinement system which exists in
Bengal, was mainly owing to the nppressions of the Moslem:
conquerors, and more recently to the inropds of the Pindaree
mamiders commonly termed Dyrgdias, the tilles of whose

o



THE HINDOO HOGSEHOLD! |

.d-:pm‘lntmn: are still listeried to with gaping motiths snd ter
nified interest.

The gradual consalidation of the British power havitig
established on a firmbasin the security of life and property,
“the peaple arc beginning to nvail themselves of an improved
‘mode of habitation, affording better focilities of accammo-
dation and & wider range of the comforis and convenicnoes
of life. From time out of mind there has existed nithe
eoumtry 1 sort of domesiic and socinl eeonomy;, b-caring i clioue
resemblance to the ald patriarchal system, rcnrmt:dng the
principle of a common father or ruler of & family, who exer-
cises parental control gver dll.  The'syatem of a joint Hindoo
family® partaking of the same food, living under the sume
roal feom generation to generation, breathing the same atmos-
‘phere, and worshipping the Same god, is decidedly a tradi-
tionu! mheritance which the particular strocture of Hindoo so-
ehety has long reared and fostered. This side of the subject
will be enlarged upon in'its proper place

A few words ahout the respective position and duties of
the principal members of o Hindoo houschold will be in
plice at the ottset 1 shall, therefore, begin with the Kared
or male head, who, as the term imports, exercises: pupreme
eénntrol over the whole lamily, 50 that no demestic affair of
any importance mnay be undertaken without his consent or
knowledge. The financial management, almost entirely—re-
gulated Ly his superiog Judgment, eldom or never exceeds
the avajlable means at his disposal. The honor,  dignity
god reputation of the lamily wholly depend on his Fﬂulmr:
atid wiklom, weighted by age and matured by n:h.pﬂneﬂcn,

* The it Dy, _L whe w=s iho family whyﬂn 4l the grest Natles

.mm-,:ﬂ shimiels Phy—seciig th very barge mmberof mien ol wo.

|r|'.idu:'l I Nibw Buaisily slweelliig Bovee, very fncitioinbe remathed () s

ey anall ey, A shiilur ek sme made by D Dl when be

st vk the finmare members of the Dy Smily in Ximallak, 'West of

I.h Ol Busilimrion, li' sl the hilfien wpd b taly 2ml fenmle, of

ihe Easuily new, aresommied, the sosl mamber sonild, 1 mm bt mistaken, cotme.
up b0 Bt 300 periae, ;ufn;_- eI,




THE HINDOO HOUSEHOLD. 3
His oven imdividual happiness fs jdentified with that of the

life (except in a few unhappy instances to be noticed here-
after) and the rule exerts a healthy influence on the domestic
circle. As the supreme Head he lias not only to look after
the secplar wants of the family but likewise ta watch the
spiritual needs of all the members, checking irregularities:
by the soumd discipline of eamest admonition. In accor-
dance with the usual consequences of a patriarchal system, -
a, respectible Hindoo B often obliged to support = certuin
number of hangers-on, more or leds related to him by kinship,
A brother, an uncle, a nephow, a- brother-in-law, etc, :n‘ith
Vheir families, ave nat unfrequently placed in this humilisting

other tnembers of the househald, There isa proverbial ex-
‘pression among the- Natives, teaching that the counsel of the
aged should be accepted for &ll the practical purpuescs of

|

position, notwithstanding the cumency of the frite ape-
thezm,—which says, it is better to be dependent on another.
for fabd than to live in his Anue” This saying is tobe
supplemented by anothet which mnd thus: = Laekler, the
poddess of prosperity, always commands & numerous train.”
The proper significance of these phrases is but too practically.
understood and felt by those who lave been unfortunate
entitigh to come under their exemplification, |
Next in-point of importance in the category of the
damesticcircleis his wile, the Ghinns, or the female Head whose
»position. i a4 responsible one. and ‘whose duties are alike
manifold and arduous.  She has to look after the victualling
department, report to her husband or sons the exact state of
the stores,” order whiat i= wanted, account for the extra con.
sumptioh of victuals, adopt the hecessary precantion against

= Mallvey ape alyays rovidest snvogh (o 1y in = omnth's empply 6F sticles
which are 1t of & pur'i.d'llltlhs wituge: . 1n the Upper snd Cantral Pravimess, iy
grommlly provide = twelveaosili’ rchafremonis 3t the iezson whaw
prices ate mscrate, They sre b emilied (o bushusl Ole tzamirces I the
el ccopanbc] mene posiile
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. to minister 19 the domestic felicity= of her vajn or the wife of

4 THE HINDOD HOUSEHOLD,

being robbed, see that everyene is duly fed, and that the
rite of hospitality is extended to the poor and helpless, watch
that the rules of purity are practically observed in every:
department of the houschold, and make daily armingements
ah 1o what meals are to be prepared for the day, The study
of domestic economy engages lier attention from the moment
she undertakes the yaried duties in the {nper diepartment of
a houschaold, the propgyy management of which. s to her, a
congemial occupatiun, becomiitg heér séx, her position, her
habitude, her taste.  Independent of these domestic charpes
which are enough to absorb her mind, she has other dutics
to discharge, which shall be indicated hereafter.

The next chief constituents in- the body of the house-
hold, are the daughters and danghters-in-law, whose relative
positions: and duties demand a separate nofice.  Viewed
from their close relationship it is. reasonable to  conclude
that they should bear the kindliest feelings to each other
and evince a tender regard for mutual happiness, returning
fove for love and sympathy for sympathy.  But, as elsewhere,
unhagipily, such b the depravity of human naturethat the opefa-
tien of antagonistic influences arising from Jdissimilar idio-
synericies, embitters sume of the sweetest enjoyments of life.
In the majority of cases, a manad, the sister of thie huabanid,
|ﬂm11gh allied to another family, is nevestheless soliciious

SR rlhh brotheg, but unhappily her intent is often misconstried, ansl

|||iu: sincerity of ber motive questioned. Instead of an un-
(clouded. cordiality subsisting between them, the generoun
-affection of the one is but {ilrequited by the other, Hetee an
unaccountable coldness commonly springs up between them
which materially subtracts from the growth of dameatic feli-
city, Shime on us that a vast amount of ipnomance snd pre-
Judice yet renders s incapable of appreciating the highest
end of the secial state,

L



THE HINDOO HOUSENOLD, 5

When the several female members of a household

together, enlivened by the compahy of their neighbours and o
friends (such visits being few and far betwieen), these first object

of inquiry is generally the amount of omaments possessedy

their workmanship, theirvalue: _Few things please thém better

than u ennversation on this subject, which from the absence of

mental culture, almest whally monopolizes-their mind, despite. [ M;
the natural tendency of human intellegt to o progressive de-
velopment. I not thus absorbed, the tine fs usunally frittered

away by sundry petty frivalous inquiries of a purely domestic
character. On matters of the most vital importance their

notions are as crude and freational as they are absurd and child-

ish* Except in Isolated fmstances. their bearing towards

cach other is generally. marked by suavity, and kindliness of
manners which has a tendency to draw closer the bond of

inion between them all. -

¥ The 6 ez Wil clesrly ilfisbirate the paine AL an !;""""‘H? ,

v firtnfies. s 2 finblv scsaciom, am other ememt pofics of

Al
iy, this
ormversation ramed on the religon of the Swdih S [ Muropesna) FE.: z
& wcnng 08 (try sl Jinitboe no Toss Ui Mmmslm‘ it
1% dldinterokstd sastne o the chnulf{n Missiomuries in endeavearing to sk q'_pp__
stmang aar benighbed sonntrymen the Bkt of = pood mrturntion s well £a he | Lo
Ulessings of 3 good religlon. Vesbeuly secpuniering 31 the gy ol i e k'l
w l.‘rn ey fir the came of hommn sitvaneement, har pow hem:
mi:n.lm*qui enoipcing . all the jlesstines of the workl, sml fortifpingr théss uhu{
agsingl jrerecutiin suffering ol sepesly, they st ot amty mmﬂ Tieeg
vl unmh Hie moit unconguaind climes 0o proaoh  Chewl e
ntarkable Wisiiresiodnesd ond jelf-dmldl of gume ol hee SFsi bv.a
Htighn ensllty, iy« e which ds b appeedste Christaniny. _lm e
bim of T o ol Claist, wap T, the ot ainiced frrng of giecliess
cemiped in ;'I-;-tnolhlu ar tha Hn'l ol ones nwultl.um.lt[i " I'ITI‘ ,-vl.l'nl.l.l.'r e ‘*ﬂ“ﬂhh‘l‘:}_
§ Baw er= ol philisthicoly, Ihe pisin pervas aapln 0l which bea dgiit
mttitdem bn 'I.l'u = nfr wanbiml. Comowe ll:c?tmtn'ul’ ititeh u.lhul“hlu; T
pate: | incico. Shastes 2 The inifreess! fathoriood of Uod ==t lrsibeshond of ma
bvonly praciically snussiasst fn the relighan of Chist Tl femiles wido il
srenck with tha wolile. subfime, et Fmmii, lespintis aml diabitivesded viems
isf yhe deligicn of ihe Sadib fgnes, | Hul s m.pﬂﬁnﬁ.qﬂhﬁmﬁmﬂﬂih
ep Al ‘ves ‘miich i Inwrrsﬁ,-mnmin. nidimy thoaghilosly e
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6 THE HINDOG HOUSENOLD.

It is on such cecasions thut the amiable loveliness of
human nature, iz displayed;—brightening; for-a time, at least
the otherwise dark région of a Hindoo'zenani and cheering thie
hearts of its inmates.  Ina thickly populated city like Calentta,
with its broad roads and dense crowds at all howrs of the
day, without a clused conveyance, either a palkee or & carriage,
no matried fomale is permitted to leave the house even for

‘& single moment; for that of her sister, perhaps some three

doors from her own, So great is the privacy, and puncti-
ligusicsss with which fewmale henor is guanded in the Esst.
The sanction of the maleor female head muss as « s:umﬁng
rile of female ctiquette, be obtained before any one js at
Iihuty th go out ever to return a (dendly or ceremonious
visit. The-reader may form an ides as to the tenacity with
which the ¢lose renana system in a respectable family &=
enforced, from the circumstance of a young Bakow or daughter
in=law (the rules being not so strict in the case of & danghter)
Belrg set dows as immodest and unmannerly, i she werg
pocidently seen to tread the outer or male cimpartment of the
house. 17she but chance to articulate a word or a phrase so.as
topesch the eap of g male outsitle, she i3 severely cenaured,
amd stepe are instantly tiken, to tesch her better munnies
for the future. Even the Glaawe, or female Head, does not
eicape censure for a like offence, With such serupulius
pertinacity i the privacy of the fmmer life of the Hindot
gociety observed. A social line of demarcation fs drawn around
the zonana which a gentedl Hindoo female is told and taught
never (o averstep, either in her conversation of beardng W
beto the diay when she is incautiously led to muove beyond
hier splhiere, which, for all the practical purpeses of life, is
closely hemmed in by & ring of miscrable seclusion, illus-
trating the scornful lines of the poet

L. Essorrn uran; [ uu—hl;hl off hesvas
Sreciuds by bosea slave,



THE HINDOO HOUSDHOLD. 7

A few advanced Hindoos, more especially the Hralimos,
who have recelved the benefits of an enlightened - cducation,
are making sfrenuous efforts o ameliorate the degraded con-
dition 0f their wives and sisters (the mothers being tob oldand
conservative to acquicsce in the spirit of modern innovation)
and bring them to the frant, I posaible, by ignoring the rules
of arthixdoxy, But it is the firm belicl of such as have besn
schooled by experience and observation, that the time is yor
far distant when this bolid, sweeping, sochil revalution shull
be brotght about with the general cansensiy of the people
atlarge.  Themoral tone of Native society must be immensely
raised, its manners and customs entircly remodelled, and ks
traclitional institutions and prescriptive usages thocoughly puri-
fied before the conpsummmtion of so desirable an object can
b succesafully effictted.

A Hindoo girl, even after marriage, enjoys preater
liberty and is trented with more indulgence at her fathor’s
house than at her father-in-law'ss The cause of this fa abiious:
From the very peried of her bisth, she is nurtured by her
mother, aunts, sisters and other femate reliatives, no less than
by her father, uncle, Leothers and other mile moembers of the
family, all of whom natuclly continue to bearher the same
love and affection throughout her after life. A mother hugs
her mare terdeérly, carcss=: her moje fondly, hangs about her
mote affectionately, fecls greater sympathy in her joy and sor-
row, and: watches more carefully how she grows up i health
to Her present stote, than o mother-in-law, Whetlier she
in enting, talking or playing, her mother's care never coases.
Should maternal admonition fail w produce the desired effect,
s it doesin s few Fnlated fnatunces, the bsual (hrent of sending
heér to hier father-in-law’s, acts as the most wholesome cor-
rectives

The weial relaxations of Hindoo females bave a verp
limited range.  Some delight in reading the Mahdbldmt, the



] THE HINDOO HOGSENHOLD,

[ Ramayin, tales, romances, ete, while others are fond of necdle-
| wark, playing at cards, or lstening to stordes of & pierdle de-
| seription. Though they seldom come out of their hotises, exoept
wnider permissive sanction, yet their stock of gossip is almost
o inoxhaustible. They are gencrally Tively and logquancious, mnd
1 I the chief passion of their life is for the actuisition of oma.
i (Jnsnts: They possess » retentive memory, séldom forgetting
g what they once hear, Fond of hyperboles, the sober realitics
* of life have little attraction for their minds. Their social tope
i= neither so pure nor so elovated as: beeomes o pdlhﬂ::fl, re- f
fined eommunity, Tt is almost needless to add, thar thelr familiar |
ganversation is pot characterised by that chuste, dignified lan. !
guagre, which constitites the prominent feature of a people |
e advaneed in the van of civilization. Objectionable ﬁndﬁ}l :
of expression genemlly pass muster among them, simply
ecanse they labior under the great disadvantage oF the national
- Farrenness of intellect amd the acknowledged poverty nf
: colioguial literature.
It i a well-knewn fict that Hindoo males and females
diy hit take their meals tagether, Both squat down on the faor
at the time of cating.  Ixcept in the case of little girls, # &
held highly unbecoming in & grown up female to bo seen eat-
Jing by a tale member of the family. As 2 rule. women ke
their meals after the men hiave finfshed thifre Thers s
pepular belief that women take a longer time to cat than men.
Of the perfection of the culinaey art; the former are berter
Judges than the litter,  They chat and eat leidursly beciuise
“.-J. they have no offices to go'to, nor ary definite occiipation to
] engage their minds in. A Hindoo writer has said, that com-
inonly speaking they eat more and digest mare readily than
men.  Naturally modest, they take their meals without-any
-gomplaint though sometimes they are sarved with Tood not.of
e ) e very best deseription, The clioleest part of the food is
T igves hﬁ? in the first instance to the males and the residue §5
7
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taste of anything inthe vhape of eatables befiire it js given
o mun,  Simple in tuste, diet and Balits, but shut bp in a 7
state of close confinement, and leading a monotonous th.*., '_
scarcely cheered by a ray of light; they are necessarily g
receptive of lurge communications of truth. '.Lgf e ﬂ;’- ’
The children form an important link in the great ci:m of 1ie
the domestic circle:.  When sporting about in childhood they
Imw;mmmonl;. spare persans, lizht brown skins, high foreheads i’
beaming with intelligence, large dark eyes, with aquiline noses; {I,'."'
small’ thin-lipped mouths, and dark aait hair, The Mm:s_a ] Fp" iy
ol their complexion is generally sallowed by exposie to the o
sin in the carlicst stage of childhomd R,
The child grows up under the fostering care of jis parents -~ © 1;_, F
umidst gl the surroundings of the family domicile. Asit 1
wlvinees in years the mother endeavours, according to her . o
very lunited capacity, to instil-into its mind the rude slements v
of knowledge  From the inclpient stage of early infancy o
when i mind is rendered susceptible of cutture and esxpan-
sion; erude and imperfect religiuns ideas largoly leasened with
superstition, are commimitated to him, which: subscquently
mauld his- character in an undesirable manner,  His early
affections and moral principlsane mast entively influenced by
the impressions he recelves at the matermal &mn: and he sel-
dom comes in contact with the outer world.,  He is taught to
pay divine homage to &ll the idols that are worshipped at
stated periods of the year, and his indistinct ideas grow into.
deep canvictions, the pernicious influence of which ean only
afterwards be effaced by the blessings of western knowledge
In the villages “chdnade sleaka” or clementury. lossons are .
still given a5 a sort of moral exerclse The mother from want A
ol adequate capacity or culture is unfiz (o engraft an the youth--
full mind the higher divine truths, to teach the child how o A% W
loole on men, how to el Tor them, how bo bedr wish them, how
Lade .f; i

AT IJ'l-r_.b

kept for-the lomales. A woman is religiomsty forbidden to ( ./;k'
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1o be true, honest, manly, and how to * look beneath the ont-
waril to the spiritual, immortal and  divine™ Salid, peactical
‘wisdom, however, is often extracted from the most commors
place experiences, even by untutored minds.

;5% Honor thy father and thy mother," is the first scriptural

Lf-" -:%E“immt with promise, the impartance and excellence

Iﬂ:'?'

| oo

=,
e

¥ “'}'ﬁ

ich is carly impressed on the mind of a Hindoo child

, discreet parents, And Hindoos are honombly dis

tinguiuhni by their affections for their parents, and continue
to be so even in the maturer years of their life.

In the euse of a girl, even the mest elementary soct of
{nstruction i neglected except that she occasiomnlly studies
the Bengallee primer—an innovation which the spirft of the
times coumtenances. When of proper age, she is sent to a
female school where she pursues her studies until finally with-
drawn_therefrom after her marriage. As a rational being
stiemay cantinue to evines a natural dsire and aptitude for in-
tellectual progress and to carry it on by home study according
toher taste and position In life, A fow have made astonishing
progress, despite certain formidable obstacles which an abnor-
mal state of society inevitably interposes. The Wiﬁlﬂﬂw

"Mbmmmng a widow Il'she were to h!a.mEnrm.dnml

yerite has happily passed away, not anly in the great centres of
education but likewise in severnl parts of the rural districts,
where, toall appearances, females are just beginning, as it were,
10 asdert their right to the improvement of theirminds. . This
is certainly an unerring presage: foreshadowing the advent of
national tegeneration in the fullness of time. Many fanilies
being well-todo in the world engage a Christian governess®

b P The filliming jocilid will doubilzss conidliate bt o litle ) bhe s

anend Wl (be-renlie.  Ourdiy & gaverhiess wis ghving Instrections (o nosile-wek
(Y married gt of thrioen vesss of age b‘hc., the gist] wa | Indus
bo wnefle, wheirlis fan aged fmm.le fe Ve huimme of Ilﬂ
h-.l.uul cud?ﬁm.lf x|1|=nhl befrme hiv, and =m nrnf hier bow she
nvirpawered by @ scne of m‘fﬂw i e bl
ntlmﬁl: e lhti:h:mnd,md noe anly stopped werk i bhewbie seset k& tall b
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both for elementary instruction as well as for needle-worl,
the latter being an accomplishment which even the most
matronly - lndies have now. taken a great liking for. The
introduction of this art of tasteful production has, in a great
measure, superseded the idle, unprofitable gossip' of the day,
deiving away ennui and slothfulness at the same time,

" In almast every respectable Hindu household there is a
tutelar, god, chiefly made of stone and metal after one of the
images of knshnu., set up on a gold or silver throne with sil-
ver umbrellx anid silver utensils didicuted to its service. Every,

moming and evening it i5 worshipped by the hereditury o

Purshit,or priest, who visits the house for the purpose twice a

§pd

day, and who, as the name implies Is the fires inall religious

ceremonies, second to none but the gwea or spiritual guide.
The offerings of rice, fruits, sweetmeats and milk. made to

the god, he carries home after the close of the service, A
conch is hlown, 3 bell is rung, and a gong beat at the time of
the Poojah, when the religiously disposed portion of the in-
mates, male and female, in'a quasi-penitent attitude, make their
obelsunce o the gind and receive in return the hollow bene-
diction. of the prest. The daily repetition of the service
quickens the heartheats af the devotees and serves to remind
thesn, however faintly, of their religious duties, Such g wor-
shipis popularly regarded in thelight of an act of great merit
paving the way to overlasting bliss, A suitible endowment in,
landed property is sometimes sct apart for the permanent
support of the idol, which is ealled the defelira iand or inalien-

able property, necording to the Hindu Shastras, Some families

!tu n. The Litter strock with wmaeement, quletly wabiéd bet pulﬁtr she
her eye betame ahm hek) =t herright hmﬂmihu part af-

O:L'hn Tnslies of tlie Family stepped forwair] o ex ool !n !hl: govermcee (e

vedl cmiee b6 the swlimeil il the gisl was g f;.m

{ wxy polling more
noy loe r'hu:ﬂw unuptw:d vinit of the fomalz -:ml n"- tht family of the hrnke.

From foc) I of har huaband’s cook, she hang down
ram thhqb-l: Fﬂuﬁc s uﬂ;ﬂ

hes T poversss leapming
[h_ﬁlc?;;mndﬂfu&uk cool to cetire that she might be enabicd 1o give ber
auy frierouption



el A A,

i3 THE HINDOD HOQUSEHOED.
that lave been reduced to a state of poverty through' the

reverses of furtune now live on the usufruct of the defafer

land, which serves as & sheet-anchor in stormy weather.
Besiclis the daily Pogjabiof the houscholl deity tlers
gte samu other exiraordinary  religious eclebmations, such
23 Doorga, Kall, Lakshmi, Jugaddhate, Saraswati, Kartik;
Junmishtami, Dale, Rish, Jhoolun, Jatras, eto, (the latter
four being all Poojals of Krishna) which excite the religiots
fervor of the Vaishnavas, as contra-distinguished from the

‘Suktus, the followers of Kall or Doorga the femals prineiple

The internal daily details of a Hindu household next
demand our attention. In the morning when the breakfust
I8 ready the little children arce served first as they bave to go
to their schools, and then the adult male members, chiefly
brothers, nephews; etc, who have to attend their offices
They all squat down pie-a-2v2 on small bits of carpet onthe
floor, while the mother sits near them; not to eat but to see
that they are all properly served ; whe closely watches that

each and every one of them s duly stified ; she would

never feel happy shoild amy of thum find fmuic whh & parti-

cular dizh s being unsavoury, she snnbs the cook anid tasves
Merself for Her own want of supervision in the kitchan, he-

cause the idea of having failed to do her duty-in this espect
tE-an agony to Her mind.

As & muther, she avalls hersell of this apportunity ta
plungs into conversation, and consult her sony shaut the oon-
duct of iall domestic affiirs, which neceesacily expund ks there
are sdjunces to the orlgingl stock.  For example, she takes their
advice as 1o the amount.of expenditure to be icirred 3t the
fortheoming wediling of Skone? Shashee, the youngest dasgh-
ter, i the month of Fulgun, or February. This is an
occasion, when the hearta: of both the sons and the mother
overflow with the miilk of human kindness, yet there is &
desire to avoid thmvug—.nc: as far as possible,
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A prudent mother wisely regulates her expenses accarding
tn the means and camings of her ‘sons, and she selifon or
never cames to gricl. The idea of an extravagant Hindoo
mother is o solecism that has no existence in the actusl real-
ities of life She i3 a model of economy, devotion, chastity,
pretience; self-denial, and & martyr to domestic affection,.  She
miy be wanting in mental -accomplistiment, which is not-hor
own fault, but the very larpe share of strong common-scnse
she s naturmally endowed with, sufficiently makes up for every
deficiency in all the ordinary concerns of life.  Accustomed
to look upon her sons as the pride of her existence, she secks
every, legitimite mesns: to promote their happiness.  1f hier
daughters-in-law turn out querulous, and fall’ out one with
another, which is not unfrequently the case; she recanciles
them by the panacea of gentle remonstrance.  But unbappily,
such is the degeneracy of the present age that the influenes
of wholesame admonition being shamefully fgnored is ofien
lost 0 the cataclysm of discord, and the inevitable conse-
quitnce is, that vicious selfishness’ disturbs TTeaven's blessed
peace, and “love cools, [riendships . fall offf hrothers
divide”

Alteér the sons have pone to their respective offices, the
mother changing her clothes retires into the tladwrzdar (the
place of worship) and goes through her morning service, ut
the close of which she prostiate herself, involies the blossing
of her puandian deity, and then ugain chunging her clothss,
takes her breakfast ‘and enjoys a short siestn, while chewing:
a mouthiyl of bete] sumetimes inixed with tobaco leal] In order
to strengthen her teeth '

To any sketch of a Hindu family it s necessary that
something should be said about the domestic servants attached
toa Hindu houschold, The cook, whose employment fnvelves
some very important considerations, may be either 3 malcora
female. 1o niost Familics, a preference is generally shewn for
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IJ a fernule cook® for reasons which are obvious. The kitchen,
being as a rile, placed in the inner division of the house, the
females have an opportunity to assist her in various ways, so
as to facilitate and expedite hér work, which certainly s not
always: of the most pleasant nature.  The dictary of & Hin-
du family, ns may be easily anticipated, is of the simplest
description, consisting fur the most part of vegetables and

, with a little milk and ghee, but no eggs or meat of any

II-;.I‘ { " Not like the prepared dishes of the French and Mo-
F A -9 [; highly fMavared and richly spiced, the daily preparations
J very simple; no onion; garlic, or strong aromatic spices are

9 They arc easy of digestion and palatable to taste, belng

Jo - ;lwgcﬂm' free from offensive and fostid smell. The simple
turmeric, pepper, cummmin, conander and mustard seeds, etc,
generally impart & fine favor to the preparations, which the
frya! and abstemious Hindus cat with great zest. 1 have
known the wives of severnl rich Baboos, takea delight in pre-
paring with their own bands the evening meal of their hus-
band and sons.  This is entirely a labor of love, which they
go through with the greatest cheerfulness. It is necessary to
metion here that without Rshies which are very ibundant, &
nice fittle Hindoo breskfust or dinner in Bengal is an impes-
sibility. The art of cooking should not be a mystery o all
save the jnitiated few, it should be the study of every goed
and thrifty waman who is willing to sacrifice needless elegance
and pomp to comfors:and econamy,

This gastronomical digression will serve to indicate the
taste of the Hindu in Bengal, and the very simple style
of their living. Even in the sclection of articles of lood
4 mice distinction is observed | fishes are dressed in a part of

*Whuiher ‘descemled from s Beshmin or Kayasth Emily, iﬁ::mhﬂh
grmat tamr of Hawwn [hdG foder) w numed the the monsbers of other
miti m%; muﬂ:,-mm of het hamle She b5 s eallisl Mg
enterinining of & mikdle gpel fomals {paemlly & widos) ks oo
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the kitchen quite distinct from where the vegetable dishes
ard prepared, because a widow I8 strictly forhitlden to use
anything which comes in contict with fishes Moreover, a
widow would not accept a dish unless it is prepared by w real
Brahmin cook, male or female. Should a male member of
the family be ever disposed to eat goat Aesh (he being for-
bidden to use any other kind of mcat; save mitton, when
sacrificed) a Saffd cook undertakes 1o prepare it for him
When finished, she chunges her clothes and purifies her body
by sprinkling over it a few drops of Ganges water, Except-
ing little unmarried girls, whose parents are Sabfos (worshippers
of female deities) no other Hindu female is permitted to
use ment even by sufferance.  In other rigidly orthodox fami-
lies a similar concession is withheld.

The wage of a female cook, who in nine cises it of ten
s 'a witlow, is about six 1o seven Rupees & month, with: & Tew
annis extra for Zbadardi—the day of close fast for all widows—
und cocounut oil for her hair® six picces of grey shirtings
each ten cubits long, and three bathing napkins a year. She
also gets an extra piece of cloth at the Doarga Poojah festival,
when the most wretched  pauper, somehow or other, puts on
new clothes, Sorye of the widow cooks have certainly - seen
better days, but the vicissitudes of fortune have made them
hopeléssly destitute.  As a rule, they bear the lond of mis-
fortune with the greatest patience, They chiefly come from
the villages, and it speaks much in favor of the purity of
their character that they ungrudgingly submit to the menial
offices of a drudge, instead of being seduced into the forbid-
den paths of life: Of course there are a fow black sheep in
the fock, but happily their number isvery limited: A male

* In avier to pressrve the hair winl kesp il ol Himd frmales b
Bangal use eacoanni ol for the head y they Gowever sl ¢ bodizs with muse
terd oll hefire bathing, Yoang ladics cosubinilly ce prasiton, beary greae,
worp, o, whidh lu o celigioos e, b lesormbion
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caak {2 always-a Brmhman, It is almost supecfivons to add
thiat the employment in a family or theadmittance of any man-

servant nto the fnner apartment of a Hindoo huusehiold,
which is emphatically the great centre, as well of domestic
happiness s of religious sanctity, |5 open 1o many objections.

The second domestic servant that demands & notice at
our lands {s the [, or maid-servant of the family. Her
duties are alike onerous and troublesome.  Like the potter's
wheel she incessantly tums backwards and forwands and
kniows tio rest till about ten o'elock atnight  She rises early
in the morning, sweeps and washes all the rooms and veran-
dihs inside the bouse, cleans sl the brass utensils of the
fiemily, makes fire in the stove. pounds: the lbtchon spices
prepares fishes for oooking purposes, and attends to ather
dutics of-a household natire.  Some maid-servants are almost
exelusively employed In taking care of children: Their
dutics are not so hurd as those of the family Jd indicated
phove, These females are often drawn from the dregs of
society, and their conduct, or rather misconduct, soinctimes
leads to the most unhappy results,  Their wage is about two
Rupees a munth, exclusive of food and clothes. They occa-
siotilly also make something by carying presents to rela-
Aaives and friends.

1 next come to themale servants : there are more than a
‘hali-dozen of them jn a respectable family, and thelr Services
are in the main confined to the outer apartment of the
‘househald, They sweep and clean all the rooms, - spreail
white cloth bedding on the floor, change the water of the
dankah: (the-first essential both at an ordinary and special
reception) 11 the ohulfum with tobaceo, faclay, or ‘trim
the fine blazk bordered Simla Dt and Kelmay Urani
(Bahbuo's native dressing: attive) put in | order the lamps, and
gir to Bazar to make purchaser.  Their pay ranges from three
to four Rupees a month, exclusive of food and clothes, :
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A rich Hindoo, howéver, has a large establichment of
servants  in addition to thoss mentioned above. There are
durwans {door-keepers) ; syces (grooms) ; coachmen, garleners,
sircar, cashier, accountant, ete, each of whom discharges his
functions in hiz own sphere, but they seldom or never come
In contnet with the Jemale inmates of the Housshold, The
cishier Is the most impartant and responsible persan, and his
income is larger than that of any other servant, because he gets
his ‘commission from all tradéspeople dealing with the fumni-
lp,  Allof them get presents of clothes at the great mational
festival the Doorga Pajah.

The Fhantamak of a Baboo is his most favorite servunt,
From the nature of his office he comes into clpsest contact
with: his master, he rubs his body with oil befare bathing and
sometimes shampooes him,—a practice which gradunlly in-
dbizes idle, effeminate habits, and eventually greatly incapaci-
tates a-man for the manifold duties of an active life, Indesd,
to study the life of a "hig native swell” & to study the
charmcter of a consummate Oriental epicure, immersed in a
ceaseless round of pleasures, and hedged In by a body of
uncomscionable fellows, distinguished only for their fattery
and servility

Except In isolated instances, the general tréatment of
domestic servants by their masters, is not reprehensible,

Except such as pessess a thorough insight into the
peculiar mysteries of the inner life of the Hindoo society, very
few' are aware that a wife—perhaps the mother of three or
four children—is forbididen to open her lips or life her vell in
erder 1o speak to her husband in presence of her mother-in.
luw, ar any other aduit male or femile member of the family,
She may converse with the children without fear of being
exposed ta the charge of impropriety ; this fs the aystole and
diastole of her liberty, but she i imperatively commanded
to hald her tongue and drop down her veil whenever she

c
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happens to see an clderly member in her way. A phrase
mul I common  parlance | Bhaser Plovdratan) denotes the
whmoet privitey, as that which the swife of a younger brother
ihmltd observe: towards the elder deather of her husband,
It is an unpardomble sin, a3 it were, in the: lormer, evet $6
come in contact with the wiry shadow af thelater. The
Filles o ‘conventionalism have neared af sdamantine partition
wml] between the two, Wi have all learnt in our sghooldays
that modesty B o quality which highly adurns a worrian, it
the peculinr domestic: economy of the natives, curries this
gulder mule to the wutinost strctch of restriction, verging on
sacrad, religions prohibitian.
The general state of Hindoo female socicty, as at present
comatituted, exhiblte an improved moral tone, presenting an
edifying contrast to the gross proclivities of former times 24
fir =8 popular amusements are concerned.  The popular amnse:
ments of the Hindoos, like these of many European nations
have tarely been chumcterised by essentially moml principles
Put the loose and immorul amusements of the former time
o sot now =o much interest our educated females  The
popular Native fafras (repressmtations) do ot now breathe
thiose low, obscene expressions, which was the wont only
some thirty years back, yet they are not, withal, absalulely
‘pure orelevated. It is true that some of them are touching
aind pathetic in their themes, not jarving to a moral sense but
admirably adapted to the taste of o people haying o supreme
yeapect far their idolatrous and mythological systems, from
which most of these fos are derived,  The marvellous and
the supamuuml always exact an instinetive regand froim the
andthe credulons multitude. destitute of the superior
hluuhtgs of enlightenment. The Panchaly [representod by
female actresses only) which is given for the amusement of
the females, especially st thie time of the second marriage,
s sometimes much 1o obscene and immoral (o be (olerated
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in a zenana having any pretension to gentility, On such an
accasion, despite a strict conventional restriction, a depraved
taste clearly manifests itself. Much has yet to be done to deve-
lope among the females a taste for purer amusements, and
such as are better adapted to a healthy state of society,

In Hindoo females there is a prominent trait which
deserves to be commended. Moses, Mohammed, and Manu,
observes Benjamin Disraell, say cleanliness is rellgion. Clean-
liness certainly promotes health of body and delicacy of mind,
Whien that execellent prelate, Heber, travelled in a boat on the
sacred stream of the Ganges, secing large erowds of Hindoo
females engaged in washing their bodies and clothes on_ both
sides of the river, at the rising and setting of the sun, he most
emphatically semarked that cleanliness is the. supreme virtue
of Hindoo women, Inthe Upper Provinces, at all seasons of
the year, hundreds of women could be daily seen with badkets
of Bowers in their hands slowly walking in the difection of
the river, and chanting songs it a chorus in praise of the
“unapproachable sanctuary of Mahadey, thegreat glacier world
of the Himalayd, with its wondrous pinnacles, rising 24,000
feet above the level of the sea, and descending into theame-
thyst-hued ice cavern, whence issues, in its turbulent and nalsy
infancy, the sscred river of India They display a purity,
a sincerity, a constant and passionate devotion to their faith,
which present a striking contrast to the conduct of mat steep-
ed in the quagmire of profligacy.

Our ladies bathe their bodies and change thicir elothes
twice in a day, in the moming and in: the afternoon, neglect-
ing which they are not permitted to take in hand any domes-
tic work.

In the large Hindoo houscholds, the lot of the wife whe
is childless is truly deplorable. While her sistérs are vejoic-
ing In the juvenile fun and frolics of their respective children,
sporting with all the clasticity of a light, free, and buoyant heart,
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she sits sulkily aloof; and inwardly repines at the unkind or-
dinance of Bididtd and eamestly invokes M Shasthi (the
patran  deity of all children) to grant her the inestimable
boon of offspring, without which this butterfly Jife is unsancti-
fied, unprofitable and hollow.

The barrenness of a Hindoo female is denounced as a sin,
for the stomement of which certain religious rites are per-
farmed, and incessant prayers offered to all the terrestrial and
celestial gods ; but all her superstitious practices proving in
vain, only tend to intensify her misery.

In the beginning of this sketch I set out by stating that
the peculiar constitution of Hindoo society bears an affinity
to theold patrarchal system. This is true to & very great
extent, The system has its advantages and disadvantages,
which are, in a great measure, inseparable from the outgrowth
of the social organism. If properly weighed in the scale; the
fatter will most assuridly counterbalance the former, so much
so, that in the great majority of cases, discord and disquictnde
is the inevitahle result of joint fraternisation, Leader-
ship is certainly ‘organisation ; it formed the nucleus of the
patriarchal system. But it is simply absurd to expect that
there should always be a happy marriage of minds inall
cases, between so many men and women living together, en-
dowed with different degrees of culture and influenced by
adverse interests and sentiments. In the nature of things,
it is impossible that all the members of a large family, having
separate and specific objects of their owm, should coalesce
and cordially co-operate to promote the general welfare of 2
family, under a common leader or head, The millennium is
not vet come. Seven brothers living together with their
wives and children under one and the same paternal roof,
cannot reasonably be expected to abide in a state of perfect
harmoay so long as selfishness and incongruous tastes and
interests are continually at work to sap the very foundatien
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of friendliness and good fellowship. Union is strength, but
harmonious urion under the peculiar regime indicated above,
is already a remarkable exception in the present state of
Hindoo society, If minutely probed, it will be found that
women are at the bottom of that mischicvous discord, which cats
into the very vitals of domestic felicity. Segregation, there-
fore, is the only means that promises to afford a relief from
this social incubus ; and to segregation many families have
now resorted, much after the fashion of the dominant race,
with a view to the uninterripted enjoyment of domestic
happiness.

Having bricfly indicated in the preceding lines the chiel
family constituents of a Hindoo houschold in their several
relations and chanicteristics, it is scarcely necessiry for me
to add, that whenever this interesting group, consisting of
sweet children, loving hushands and wives, and affectionate
parents and brothers, it animated by the vital, indestructible
principles -of virtue, practically recognising the obligations of
duty, the divinity of conscience, and the moral connection of
the present and future life, it will be found to diffuse all the
blessings of peace, joy and moral order around the social and
domestic hearth.




IL
THE BIRTH OF A HINDOO.

g HE birth of & Hindoo into the linisehold of which he
BN is to form an essential constituent is attended with

= circumstances which partake, more or less, of the
religion he Inherits, It has been said that by tradition and
imstinct as well as by carly habits, heis s religious character
Pl 18 born religiously, lives religiously, eats religiously, walks
religiously, writes religiously, sleeps religiously and dies reli-
glously, His everyday life is an endless smccession. of rites
and éeromonies which he observes with the utmost of scrupte
lowsness sanctioned by divine veneration. From his very
birth his mind s imbued with superstitious ideas, which
subsequent mental culture can hardly ever eradicate, so strong
being the influence of his early impressions

It-is now generally known that Hindoo girls are betrothed
cven in their tenderest years, amnd that the solemunisation
of the marrage takes place whenever they attain to the
age -of puberty. Thus it is not uncommon for ayoung
wife to' be delivered of her first child in her thirteenth
wyenr, although the glory of mothethood i more fre-
quently not realised until the fourteenth or Gfteenth year.
When the period of delivery arrives, and to her it is an awful
peviod, which can be more casily conceived than described,
the girl writhing under agony is tiken into a room called
‘Sootikaghur or Antoorghur, where o male members of the
family are admitted. She is made to wear a red-bordered
robe and two images of the goddess Shaskthi made of cow-
-dung are placed pear the threshold of the room for her daily
worship with rice and durva grass, for one month—the period of
her confinement.  If in her tender age, the labor be a protract-
¢d one, she often suffers greatly from the want of a skilful
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sttrgreon of even & proper midwife. Refire the founding of
\lat neble Institution; the Caleutts Medical Collige, proper
midwives were not procurable, because they had had | no sys-
tematie traiming ; their profession was chiefly eanfined to the
Dome s Bagtliee caste, yet some of them were hnown (o
have sequired @ tolerable fortune, Their fee vatied from £ )
50 Rupees; besides clothes and other gifts; the péar, certainly,
giving less.  For some years past, i strong belief B spring upe
among somé woment that delivery in the mame: of god Hiuf,
Krishun i very safe, They that follow this religious régime are
belfoved, in the majority of ciss, to have passed through the
strupgle of childbirth quite scathless, They use ho Jhatt ve
thap® bithe In cold wates immedintely after delivery, takethe
ordinary fuod of ditadl vam, curry, fish and tamarind, afier
affering them to the god Hari, and on the 3oth day make
Pocjal [worship) consecrating in honor of the goel & quantity
of sweetmeats (suwmdal bl batesha) and. foally distribute
them among childron and others. This distriution is called
Hariloor. Thisstrong faith in the god secmd to crsble them to
pass the period of confinement without danger. If the offr
apeing of such women become Srulig, thei strength inatri-
bt 1o the mescy of the said godd :

A womnan that follows the 0ld prescrilied practice hms ta
take fheall and thup and go through a srict course of dinteticay
abetaining altogether from the use of cold water ef any
coolng beverage. She has 10 underpa the nction of heat for
at leust five hours o day. The body and et of the new-
bora babe i rubbed with warm mustard oil—an applieation
sihich Is comsidered the best preservative of health in children.
Fxposure of the mather in any ihape, 15 most strictly prabi-

* il e (lits o ceatain (i to oet e =n muiidnle Sgaihld s,
wnv&rzld fewgr : “;ri::ﬂéusg inchient bkl tih It sy pcves wifisns
Goar,  7hae b the application of Lt 10 the Body—

. For nhscrvance dushg the [eriod of Progmaney, &5 Moty A b appemiiz
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bited, and the use of certain indigenous drugs and warm
applications s made as an antidete against dll diseases of
i puerperal chameter, _ :

While andergoing the throes of nature, the exhausted
spirit of the expectant mother is buoved up by the ford hope
of having a male chilid, which, in the estimation of a Hindoa
female; is worth a world of suifering. -

In the event of the offspring turding out a female, her
friends try to encotmge her for the moment by their assur-
.ance that the child boarn isa male, and a lovely and sweet
child, ushered into the world under the peculiar suspices of
the goddess Shasthi, Such assurances serve very much to
keep up her spirit for the tine being, but when she is brought
to her senses and does not hear the sound of & conch® her
delusion is removed, sorrow and disappointment take the
place of joy and excitement, her buoyant splrit collapsss and
a strong reaction sets in,  Thus in & moment, & grace is ctfl-
verted into a gorgon, a beauty into a manstrosity, an angel
into o' fiend,  She curies the day, she curses her fate.  But

| “sueh is the make and mechanism of human naturce” that she
soon. resigns hersell to the wise dispensations of an over-
suling Providence. She gradually feels o strong affection for
the female child and rears it with all the care and tendermness
of a mother ; she caresses and fondles it a5 if. it were 4 boy,
il hee affection grows warmer as the child grows. This is:
natural ‘and inevitable. At the bicth of a male child, the
occirrence betimmediately announced by e ffani (sound
of a conch) | musicians without being  sent for. come and
play the fow fom ; the Tamily barber bears the happy tidings
to all the nearcst relatives, end he is rewarded with presents-
of muney #nd cloths. Ofl, sweetmeats, fishes, curdied milk, and
other things; are presented to the relatives and neighbours,

* Accotding o -cntom, 3 conich or linge shell 1 . e
- umle Il Dia silece 5 the slgn of sorrrw, © snided of the hirth of 5
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wheo, in retirn, offer thelr congratuiations. A rich Hindoa,
though' he studies practical domestic economy very carefully,
i, however, apt to loosen his purse string at the Lirth of a
san and heir, The mother forgetting her trouble and agony
implores Bidhdtd® for the longevity of the child. * She cheer-
fully suckles it and her hoart swells with joy every time she
Ioaks at its face,

On the second day after delivery, she getsa little sago
and vlheeray vdjdle (a sort of parched rice), On the third
day the same digt, with the addition of a single gmin of
bolled rice. and a little fried potatos or pudl bull, that she
may tse those things afterwards with safety, On' the fifth
day, if everything is right, the room I8 washed and she is allow-
od to come out of it for a short time; a little boiled rice and
meoongr dlhall is her dict that day,

On the sixth day, the image of the goddess Shasthi is.
warshipped in front of the mom where the child was barn,
because she is the protectress of all children, The Poojali s
called the Seppapra Poojuh (worship). Offerings of rice,
plantain, sweetmeat, clothes, milk, &e, are presented o the
‘goddess by the officiating priest, and the following articles
are kept in her room for the Bidkdtd Pograosh (god of Tate)
in arder that he may note down unseen on the forchead of
the child its future Uestiny, viz, a palm jeaf, & Bengrlce pen
with ink, a serpent’s skin, a belck from the temple of the god
Shiva, anil two kinds of fruits, atwors and wwpla, a little wool,
gold and silver. On the cighth day is held the ceremony uf
Auntenvroy, or the distribution of zight kinds of parched peas,
rice, sweetmeats, with cowries and pice, amongst the chilldren
of the house and neighbourbood. On the cvening of that day,
the children assemble and with 3 Kowls (winnowing fan) going
up theee times to the door of the reom beut it {the koolt)
with small sticks, asking at the same in a chorus " as 1o how

* Jijdtsid be e gonl ol Esteg
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the child is doing,” and shouting, “ let it rest in peace on the
lap of its mother” These juvenile coremonies, il ceremonies
they can be called, give infinite delight to the children, who
are sometimes prompted by the adult members of the family
to indulge In jocularity by way of abusing the father, ot af*
course to iritate but to amuse him. At the birth of a female
child, in common with the depreciation in which it is held, this
ceremony [= obseryed on a very poor scale.  On the thirty-first
day after the birth, the ceremany of Shasthi Poojah is again
performesd.  Hence a woman who has had as many as twelve
or filteen or more chiklren, is called the Shasthi Bovree, or
“the old woman of Shasthi” Befoce a twig of a Bdnf tree,
the priest, while repeating the usual incantation, presents offer-
Ings of rice, frults, sweetmeats, cloths, parched peas ‘and rice,
oll, turmeric, betel, betel-nuts, two eggs of a duck, and
twenty-one small wicker baskets Filled with #oive (parched
ree) plantain and &détdsd, which are all given to a number of
women whose husbands are alive. It is on this oecasion that
the priest is alsa required to perform the worship of the
goddess Sadackine® said to be one of the forms of the
goddess Doorga, =
 When the father first gocs to see the child, he puts some
g6l coin into its hand and pours his benediction on its head.
Oihier relatives who may be present at the time do the same.
All refpectable Hindoos keep an exact record of the
birth of a chikl, especially a male child. Every family hos its
Dawyboglee or astrologer who prepares a orescope in which
he notes down the day, the hour and the minute of the hirth
of the child, ppens the roll of its fate and deseribes what shall
happen to it during the period of its existence. These
horoscopes are so much relfed on, that if it is stated therein
that the stellar mansion under which the child was born was
not good, and that it shall be exposed mmiumdﬁng:m

'F#Mmhmﬂduwhmm“uﬂmm
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either from sickness or accident, at such a period of its life,
every possible care is taken through Grofigrig and Sustyan
(refigious atonement) to propitiate the god of fate, and ward
off the apprehended danger before it comes to pass. These
papers are carefully preserved by the parents, who occa-
sionally refer to them when anything, good ar evil, happens
to the child, A Hindoo astrologer isa man of high preten-
sions : he dives into the womb of futurity and foretells what
shall happen to a man in this life, without thinking for a
moment, that our Creator has not vouchsafed to usthe powers
of divination. In a court of Justice these papers arc of great
value in verifying the exact age of i person, and at the time
of marriage, or rather before i, they are carcfully consulted
2% to the pature of the stellar mansion under which both the
boy and girl were born, and the peculiar circumstances by
which they were surrounded. Many a match & broken off be-
cause the twvelve signs in the zodiae do not coincide; for
‘instance, if the boy be of the Liom saes (sign) and the girl
the Luemb rass, the one, it is said, will destroy the other;
sa these papers are of very greal importance when a matri-
moniat alliance is in course of being negotiated.

When a male child is six months old, the parents
make preparitions for the celebration of the Unnoprdssun, o
christening, when not only a name s given to the child, but
it prets boiled rice for the first time. On this occasion, the
futher is required 1o perform a Hidli Shedd so ealled from
the increase and preservation of the members of the family.
Somé who live near Caleutta celebrate the rite by going to
Kallee Ghaut, and procuring a little bailed rice through one of
the priests of the sacred fane ut A cost of cight or ten Rupees.
When the rice i brought home a few grains are put into the
mouth of the child by a male member of the family. The
ceremony being thus performed the child from that day is
allowed 1o take proparel food if necessary. Such familics,
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as o not choose to go to Kallee Ghaut observe the cere-
mony at home, and spend from 200 to 300 Rupees in feeding
the Drahmans, friends and relatives; who, in retum, offer
their benediction and give from one to ten Rupess each to
the child, which being shaved, clad in a silk garment, and
adorned with gold emaments; is brought out for the purpose

after the entertainment. It Is'on such o¢casivns that splens .

did dowries are settled on some children in grants of land
or of Government securities, and | have known instances in
which a dowry amounted to a lakh of Rupees. OFf late years,
the practice of making gifts to the child being held in the
obnoxious light-of a rax; the pood taste of same has jeg]
them to confine the rite within the circumseribed limit of
their own family. Superstition has its influence in making
the choice of the name given to the chitd: The Hindoos are
genemally named after their gods and goddisses, under a
befiel that ‘the repetition of such names in the daily inter
course of life will not only absolve them from sins, but give
them present happiness and hope of blessedness in x state of
endless duration; Some parents purposely give an unpleasant
name to & child, that may be born after repeated beréave-
ments, believing thereby the curses of the wicked shall fall
innoctious on its head.  Such names are Nafar; Goburdhone,
Ghooie, Tincurry, 'ancheurry, Dookhi, &c  In the case of
females, she who has many davghters, and does ot wish for
more, gives them such names as Kilayute (cessation,) Aewd
(no more,) Ghyrnd (despised.) Clee chee (expression of con-
tempt.)*
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Except under extraordinary circumstances, a Hindoo
mother * seldomn engages a wet nurse; she continues to suckle
her child till it is three or four years old, and attends at the
same time 10 her numerous houschold duties, which are by
no means light ot easy. Indolent lovelingss, reclining on &
safa, is not a teathful picture of her life § it may ‘be she has
to cook for her hushand, because he is such an orthodox
indoo that he will on np account aecept prepared food
(such as riee, dhall, vegetables, curry, &< from. any other
hand, In sich familics, the woman has to rise very -carly,
peviorm her daily ablutions and attend to the duties of the
kitchen, and before nine the breakfast must be ready, as the
husband has probably to attend his office at ten:. It is not
‘an uncomman sight to sce 3 woman cooking, suckling her
child, and scolding her maid servant at one and the same
time. A Hindoo woman [§ not only labarious, but patient
and submissive to a degree; let the amount of privation be
ever =0 great, she is seldom known to murmur or compluin,
All her happiness is centred in the proper diseharge of her
domestic and social duties. So simple and ynambitious ks a
Hindoo female, that she generally considers herself amply
rewarded if the foud prepared by her hands is sppreciated by
those for whom it is intended. [t 5 & lamentable fact that,
expert 28 she doubtless is in the art of cooking, she is totally
incapable of nourishing the minds of her children with any
solict intellectual food worthy of the name. As already
indicatad, she communicates to her child what she can out of
Ter own store of simple ideas and superstitious beliels, but
her best gift Is the care and tendemess which she lavishes
wpom it, and the wakening of its young soul to return the
sense of her own love

* Jii- ciees whare m oD 3 petillfi= enbmich L give Disth 1o & ehild
gt b s pilaced wirkior: (et occ=sity of weanitg her firsd-bearn, gad niripg';
cow milk, o mode of npkemiie wd ot Alf conidisctri o' Ha Tl b :
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THE HINDOO SCHOOL BOY.

ROM the time when the young Hindoo passes froim
the infant stage of * mewling and puking in the nurse's
: arms,” Hll he goes to schoal, he is generally a bright-
eyed, active, playful boy, full of ramping spirits and a fAavourite
of all around him. His diet is light, and his health generally
good. He usually runs about for three or four years i Puris
saturalibis, and among the lower classes a string s tied
round his loins with a metal charm attached to frighten away
the evil spirits. When he attains the age of five, the peripd
Bixed by his parents for the beginning of his education, le
ts sent toa Pdrsdld (vernacular infant school) not, however,
without making a DPoojalt to Sirdsnusies, the goddess of
» denming.  On the day appointed, and it must be 2 lucky day,
according: tothe Hindoo almanae, the ehild buthes and puts on
a new Liwaty (garment) and is taken to the place of worship,
where the officlating pricst has previously made ull the
necessary arrangements.  Rice, fruits, and  swéetmeats, are
then offered to the poddess, who is religivusly invoked to
pour her benediction on the head of the child. After this,
the priest takes away all the things offered 1o the goddess,
with his usual gift of one or two rapees, and the child is
taken byt his purents to the Pdssdid and formally introduced
to the Georoomakidshoy, of master or'thy school, Curfous as
little children naturally are, all present guze on. the new
comer as if he were a being of a strange species, Bt time
sootl wears off the gloss of novelty and everything: assumes
its normal uspect.  The old boys soon become familiar with
the new one, and & sort of intimacy ailmost untonsciously
springs up mnongst them. Iy this country & boy learnis the




letters of the alphabet, not by pronouncing them, but by
writing them ot the ground with a small picce of kharer, or
soft stane, and copying them over and over again until he
thoroughly masters them,  Five letters are sct him at a time,
After this be is taught to write on palm leaves with a
wooden pen and ink, then on slate and green plantain leaves,
and, fnally, on paper. At every stage of his progress he is
expected 1o make some present to his master in the shape of
foodd, clothes and money. A village school begins carly in
the maring, and continues till eleven; after which the boys
are nllowed to go home for their breakfast; they return at
two, and remain in the school till evening, when all the Boys
are made tostand up ina systematic order, and onc of the
most advanced amongst them enumerates aloud the mul-
tiplication and numerntion tables, and all are taught to repeat
and commit to memory what they hear. By the daily
repetition of these tables, their poier of memory is
practically improved. With a view. to enconrage the early
attendance of the boys, a Gouromulasicy resorts to the queer
method of introducing the Aathehary system into his Ptdlif,
which, requires that all the boys:are to have stripes of the
cane i arithmetical progression, on the hand, in the order of
their attendance, that is; the first comer to have ane atripe,
the secaud two, and 50 on, in consecutive order, The last
boy is sometimes made to stand on one leg for an hour or so
to the infinite amusement of the carly comers.. The system
certainly has a good cffect in casuring early attendance.
The course of instriction in such schools embraces read-
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ing in the vernacilar, o little of arithmetic and writing, and
such as become capable of kecping accounts pass for the

clever boys. Stupid and wicked pupils are generally beaten
with a cane, but their pames are never struck off the register,
as is the case in English schools. Somelimes a truant is
compelied to stand on onc leg holding up a beick in his right
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hand, or to have his arms stretched out'till he is completely
exhausted.  Another mole of punishment consists in: apply=
ing the leaves of Brchooty (n stinging plant) to the back of a
naughty boy, who naturally smarts under the torturing. The
infliction of such crucl punishments sometimes leads the bays
to make a combination against the master for the purpose
‘af retiliation, which generally results in bringivg him. to his—
senss.  Hindoo boys are extremely sensitive, and are very
apt to resent any-affront to which-they are crucily subjected
by their master.®  The rate of fee in a village schoal fs friin
one to three.penee a head per month, but the master has his
perquisites by way of victuals and pice.. There isa common
saying wnong the Hindoos that in twelve months thore are
thirteen porduns, or school festivals, implying therchy, that
they are encountered by a continuous raund of parbrxs. On
every such occasion the boys are expected to bring piresints
for the master, and any unfortunate boy who falls to bring
such [s denied the uvsual Indulgence of a4 holiday. Little
boys are seldom fond of reading, they would gladly sacrifice
anything to purchasea holiday. It is not an uncommon
thing to find a boy steal plee fram his mother's box in geder
to satisfy the demands of his master at the festival, The
principle on which a village school s conducted i essentially
defective in this redpect, Instead of teaching the rules of good
copduct and enforcing the fisst principles of morality, it
aften: sadly defeats: the primary object of n pood education,
namely, the formation of 2 sound, moml and virtoous
el e o (el b e P Vet Ao
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character. It is a disgrace to hear a ‘schoolmaster, whose
conduct’ should be the grand focus of moral excellence, nxe—
the most vilgar epithets towards his - pupils for little faults
the cffects of which are seldom obliterated from their minds,
even in the more advanced period of their life. However,
such days of obnoxious pedagogism are almost gone by, never

o come back again, now that the system of primary edu-

cation has been extended to almost every village in India,
under the auspices of our liberal Government. Whilst' on
this subject T may as well state here that some forty years
ago our Government had appointed the late Rey. Willlam
Adam to be the Commissioner of Education in Bengal. That
highly talented and gencrous philanthrophist, after 8 minute
and searching investigation, submitted in his repart to Govern-
ment & scheme of education very similar to- what is now
inttoduced throughout Bengal. The scheme was then ignored
oft nccount of its vast expense, and the Commissioner was 50
disheartened at the apathy of Government towards. the edu-
cation of the masses, that a few days before his departure
fram Caleutta he took a farewell leave of some of his most
distinguished native friends, and his parting words were to
the following effect: = Your Government is not dispesed o
encourage those who are its real friends” This reproach has,
hiswever, been subsequently removed by the adoption of a
primary system of education. The spirit of the times and
the onward progress of enlightened sentiments have gradually
ifaugurated a comprehensive scheme, ‘which, although still
limited in its range, embraces the moral and intellectual im-
provement of the people in general.

In Calcutts, when a boy ix six years old, his parents
are anxious to haye him admitted into one of the puhlic
schools, where he has an opportunity to learn both the
Vernacular and the English languages. He may be said
from that day to enter on the first stage of his intellectual

E
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disintegration: The books that are put into his hands gradu-
ally open his eves and expand his intellect; he learns to
discern what is right and what is wrong; he reasons
within himself and finds that what he had learnt at home
was not true, and is Jed by degrees to renounce his old
ideas. Every day brings before his mind's eye the grand
truths of Western knowledge, and he feelsan irresistible desire,
fot only to test their accuracy but to advance farther in his
scholastic career. He is too young however, to weigh swell
everything that comes in his way, but as he advances he
finds the light of truthillumine his mind. His parents,if
orthodox Hindoos, necessarily feel alarmed at his new-
fledged ideas and try to counteract their influence by the sterco-
typeil arguments, of the witdom of our forefathers,. but
‘however inimically disposed, they dare not stop his progress,
because they see, in almost cvery instance, that English edu-
¢ation is the surest passport to honor and distinction. In
this mannies be continues to move through the various classes
of the middle schools till he (s advanced to one of the
higher educational institutions connected with the University,
and attaiin hid sixteenth or seventeenth year, which iz popu-

furly rogarded as his mardageable age.



V.
"VOWS OF HINDOO GIRLS.

Lol EN a girl is five yeas of age, she is initiated hy an
W clderly woman in the preparstory rites of Brfas,
e vows, the peimary object of which in to secure let
a good husband, and renser her, religious and happy through-
aut life. When the boy issent to the Patsili, the girl s com-
manly forbidden to read or write, but has to begin her course
of Bratas, The germs of superstition belng thus early implant-
ed in her mind, she is more or less influenced by it ever aftar,
Formed by nature to be docile, pliant and susceptible, she
readily takes to the initidl course of religious exercises.
The first rite with which she has to commence i3 called
the *Shiva Poojuh -aiter the example of the goddes
Dvorga, who performed this ceremonial that she might obitain

a goost husband & and Shisa is regarded s 2 model hustiand,

On the 30th day of Choytro, being the lest day of thnr
Bengalles year, she s required to make two little. earthen

‘images of the above goddess, and placing them en the coat

of u bale-fruit (wood apple) with leaves, she. begins to
perform her  worship; but before doing so; she is- on-
joined to wash berself and chunge her clothes, a raquisition
which enforces, thus eacly, cleanlingss and. purity in habits
sl manners, If not exactly in thought and feeling. Ter
mind being filled with germinal susceptibilities, she imhibes
almost instinetively an increasing predilection for the pes-
formatce of religious cermmonies,  Sprinkling 4 fow drops of
holy water on the heads of the images, she repeats the follow-
ing words: “All homage to Shiva, all homage to Shiva, all
homage to Hara, (another name of Shiva); all homage to
Bujjora,’ meaning two small esethen balls, like peas,
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which are stuck on thé body of the images, Sheis then to
be ahiorbed in meditation about the form snd attributes of
the goddess, anid afterwards says her prayers three times in
comfiection with Doorga's various names, which I peed not
recapitulate here. | Offerings of flowers and bale leaves are
then presented to the goddess with an incantation.  Bemg
pleased, Mabadev (Shiva) is supposed to ask from heaven
what Brata or religious ceremony is Gourd { Doarga) perform-
ing? Gouri replies, she is worshipping Shiva, that she may
et him for her husband, because, as said before, Shiva is a
model husband, :

Then comes the Brata of Hard or Krishna. The two fect
of the god being painted in white sandal paste on a brass
plate, the girl worships him  with flowers and sandal paste.
The god seeing this, is suppesed to ask what girl worships
hié teet, and whit boon she wants? She replics: May the
prince of the kingdom be hee hushand, may she be beautiful
anid virtuous: and be the mother of seven wise and virtuons sons
and two handsame daughters.  She asks that her daughters-
in:law may be industrious and obedient, that hert sons-in-law
may shine in the world by their good qualities, that her granary:
4t Farmeyard may be always full, the farmer with corn of all
sorts, anid the latter with milch cows, that when she dies all
thase who are near and dear to her may enjoy long life and
prosperity, and that she may eventually, through the blessing
of Hari, die on the banks of the sacred Ganges, and thereby

~ pave the way for her entrance into heaven,

Ttis worthy of remark here that even young Hindoo girls,
i the exercise of their immature discretion, make distinction
between the gods in the choice of their husbanda. In the
firit Brata, that of Shiva, a tender girl of five years of age is
taught, almost unconsciously as it were, to prefer him to
Erishna for her husband, because the latter, according to the

Hindco Shasters, is reputed to have bomme s questionable
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character. T once asked a girl why she would not have
Krishna for her husband, She promptly answered that that
god disported with thoosands: of Gopeences { milk-maids)
and was therefore not & goed god, while Shiva was devotedly
attached to his onc wife, Doorga.. The expladation was full
of Afgnificance from a maral and religious point of view.

The third Hrta refers to the worship of ten images.
This requires: that the girl should paint on the floor ton
images of deificd men, as well as of gods, with alapana ov
rice paste.  Offering them Aowers and sanial paste, she asks
that shie may have a father-in-law like Dasarath, the father
of Ram Chunder : a mother-in-law like Kousala, the mother
of Ram Chunder ; a husband like Ram Chunder; a dayur or
husband's brother, like Luchmon, Ram's younger brother ; a
mother like Shasthi, whose children are all alive ; like Koontee
whose. three sons were renowned for their love of justice,
piety, courage and heroism ; like Ganges, whose water allays
the thirst of all ; like the mother earth, whose patienco is
beyond all comparison,  And, to crown the whole, she prays
that she may, like Doorga, be blessed with an affectionate and
devoted hushand Hke Dropadi (the wife of the five Pandooas),
be justly remarkable for her industry, devotedniess and skill in
the culinsry art, and be like Sita (the wife of Ram
Chunder) whose chastity and attachment to her husband are
worthy of all praise. The above three Bratas take place in
the Bengalee month of Bysack, (April) which is popularly
regarded as a good month for the performance of meritoricus
works. The prayer contained in the above expresses the
culminating female wish in entire accond with the injunctions
of the holy shaster, but how often are the amiable qualitics
cnnumerated above set at naught in the actual conflicts of
life, in which the predominance of evil desirs swallows up
cvery generous impulse !

The next Brata is called the Sajoory Brata. It is solely
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intended to counteract the thousand evils of polygamy—an
unhealthy, unnatural institution, which ought 'to be expunged
from the midut of every civilized community. Though God

' ¥ has stamped no original characters on pur minds wherein we

may read his being," still we can clearly discern in His sHpeTion
arrangements for the happiness of 14 creatures, that this
ahnormal practice is directly opposed to His dispensations, so
much o that any one counténancing ity is guilty of a crime,
for which, if he is not amenable to an carthly tribunal, he is
assmiredly zecountable to a superior and superintending Being,
the infringement of whose law i sure to beattended with
misery, To get rid of the consequences of this monstrous
evil, a girl of five years of age is taught to offer her invo-
cation to God; and in the outhurst of her juvenile fecling is
almost-involuntarily led to indulge in all manner of curses
and imprecations against the possible rival of her bed. Nar
can we find fault with her conduct, because “an overmaster-
ing and brooding sense” of some great future calamity thus
éarly haunts her mind.

In performing the Sajooty Hrata, the girl paints on the
‘foor with rice paste a variety of things, such as the bough
of & flgwer tree, 2 Palkee containing a mnn and & woman,
with the sun and moon over it, the Ganges and the Jumna
with Boats on them, the temple of Mahadeo with Mahadeo
in it, yariots ornaments of gold and preclous stoney, houses,
marlcets, garden, granary, farm-yard and a number of other
things, all intendéd to represent worldly prosperity. After
painting the above, she invokes Mabadeo and prays for his
blessing, An elderly lady more experienced in domestic
matters then begina to dictate, and the girl repeats a volley
of abuses and curses against her Saféen or rival wife jn the

possible future,
Wihare, strippal, fir dhetnrle nngulshed un the geoonail,
Al shametil Billingeeabe hee tiabe ailrm,™
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The following are a few of the specimens; 1 wish I
could have transcribed them in metre. :—

W Barrer; Micrey, Sevry (8 cosking wheeail)
Elay Sstwm hesomes & slave !
Ehenprs, KAhanzra, Kdmegra, [EroomiticL)
May Safven be exposed tn lnfamy |
Matis, Haida, Harka, (s cooking wieosd)
Stay shy slevioor Ber Sufeen's fread |
Getldr, Gerdary Grolzy (2 fruh)
My Safren Tare spheen |
FPokor, Pate; Pakor {hind)
May. Sureen i gt my, she ste hee from e lp of LT AT L

Azpwr, Mpwt, Migma |l
My s marver b sursed with a Spbeen

May she cut an [sath tree, erect a house there, cause her
Sateen to die and paint her feet with her Safeer’s blood |

1 might swell the hist of these curses, but [ fear they
would prove grating to the ears of civilized readers.

The performance of the Sufaoty Brata springs out of a
desire 1o see a Sateen or rival wife become the victim of all
mnner of evils, extending even to the loss of life fself
simply because 3 plurality of wives is the source of perpetual
disquictude and misery. By nature, a woman iz s0 consti-
tuted that she can nmever bear the sight of & rival wife. In. -
clvilized countries, the ovil is partially remediable by a legal
separation, but in Hindoostan the lepislatire makes no
provision whatever for its suppression, A feeling of buming
jealousy becomes rampant wherever there i3 3 case of poly-
gamy to poison the perennial source of domestic felicity,  So
atutely sensitive is a Hindoo lady in this respect that she
would rather suffer the miscries of widowhood than be cursed
with the presence of a Sazen, whose very name almost spon-
tancously awakens in her mind the bitterest and the most
envenomed feslings, She can make up her mind to give
away a share of her most valuable worldly enjoyments but
e can never give a share of her husband's affection to any
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one on earth, To enjoy the exclusive monopoly of a hus-
bani’s love is the life-long prayer of a Hindoo female. She
expresses it in the Incipient stage of her gisihood, and
practically carvies it with her until the last spark of life
becomes extinct. This certainly indicates the prompting of
a very strong satural feeling,



V.
MARRIAGE CEREMONIES.

p=re HE Flindoos have a strong belief that to solemnise the
J- marringe of their ehildren at an early age isa meritos
M ious act asdischarging oneof the primary obligations
of life, Theyare, therefore, very anxious to have their sans and
daughters formally married during their own life-time. Some-
Hmes children are pledged to each other even in infancy,
by the mutusl agreement of the parents ; and in mast cass
the girl is married whena mere child of {rom eight to ten
years, all unconscious as yet of the real meaning and obllga-
tions of the relation, although her girlish fancies hiwe been
continually directed to it. Matches In the cise of good
families are commonly brought about in the follawing way,
When an unmarried boy attains his soventeenth or
cighteenth year, numbers of professional men called Glhatcks
oF match-makerscome to the parents with overtures of marriage.
These men are destitute of principle, they know how to
pander to the frailtics of human nature ; most of them being
" gross fistteters, endeavour to impose on the parents in the
" most barefaced manner. As they live on their wits, their des-
criptive powers and insinuating manness are almest match-
Jless, When the qualities off = girl are to be commended, they,
indulging in & strain of exaggeration, unblushingly dediare,
wshe s beautifol as a full moon, the symmetry of her person
is exact, her teeth are like the seeds of a pamegranate, ber
voice st emarkably sweet like that of the cuckoo, her gait is
graceful, she speaks like the poddes Lucker, and will bring
fortune to any family she may be connected with” The
Hindoos have a notion that the good fortune al a hushand
depends on that of the wife, hence & woiman is considared

F
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as an emblem of Zwoks, the goddess of fortune, This is
the highest commendation she can possess.®

Il the qualitles of 2 youth are to be apprajsed, they
describe him thus: he is as beautiful as Karticd (the god of
beauty), his deportment s that of a nobleman, he is free from
all vices, he studics day and night, in short, he | a precipus
gom and an. ornament of the neighbourhood.  The Hindoos
know very well that the Ghatucks as a body are great impaos-
tors, and donot believe half that thess people sy, From
the day a matrimonial alliance is proposed; the parents on
both sides begin to make all sarts of preliminary cnquirics
as to the unblemished natire of the caste, respectability. and
position in socicty of the parties concerned. When fully
gatisfied on these points, they give their verbal consent to
the propesed umion, but not before the father of the boy
has demanded of the father of the girl » certain number of gold
and silver ornaments, as well as of Barabharye, fe, silver
and brass utensils, couch, &c. exclusive of (with but few
exceptions) a cortain amount of money in liewof Foolelafert
. Before procecding further, 1 should observe that of late years
a great change has taken place in the profession of the
Ghatucks, The question of marriage, though not absalutely,
yet chiefly, is'a question the solution of which rests with the

females, Their voice in such matters has a preponderating in-

fluence. Availing themselves of this powerful agency & new
class of female Ghatucks or rmatlier Ghathees have sprung up
among the people. Hence the: occupation' of the male

"Im.;rbo m&huloiﬁiﬂwmﬂamtumtlﬂrﬂhduﬂmh
lhu:ﬁbhql is sosmetimes ap o sdist the fiowerT lap-
Ilh. ﬁ.tnﬂiaimrrhl banguet sometjme

the l’.mt Mayor wl
um.ﬂu !hmhuﬁn;hﬂhﬁfmd mlen; *ahie b
agrm % U 1:hm1h.:mﬂln
i bty whemeser you sz ey = g

+ Presents of roestmests, Froity, clothes, fic
£ Fﬂﬂf mﬂ: front the lnﬁt ::.lcl.lt btﬁcp.b‘:nmgmﬂﬁ :“m
ranls,
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Ghatucks is nearly gone, except in vare cases where nice
points of caste distinction are to be decided. The great
influences of Skibi Ghatiee and Brdned's mother—two very
popular female Ghatbees—is well known to the respectable
Hindoo community of Caleutta, These two wdmen have
made a decent fortune by plying this trade, Though cer-
tainly not gifted with the imaginative powers of a poctic
bard of Rajpootana, * their sussive influence is very telling.
They have the rare faculty of making and unmaking matches. |
From the superior advantage which their sex affords them,
they have & free access to the inner apartments of a house
(even if it were that of o millionaire}—a -privilege their
male rivals can never expect to enjoy. When balked by the '
subtlety of a competitor in trade, by their bathos they con-
trive to breal & match. Their representations regarding a
proposed union seldom fail to exercise @ great influence on
thee minds of the Zenana females, Relying on the accuracy
of their deseription, which sometimes turtis out exaggerated,

if’ not false, the mother and other ladies are often led to give
‘their consent to a proposed union.  The husband, swayed by
the counse! and importunity of his wife, is forced to scquiesce
in her choice. He cannot do otherwise beciuse, as our friend,
Heiboo Keshub Chunder Sen, has very facetiously observed,
“yman s % noun in the abjective case governed by the active
verb woman." +

*A Fajpent prince war sid to hevg given 2 lakh of Repess tna l=rbin
whm;nmhh shrythimic pimiihh:n ropeciabilz asemblage of his

+ 1 e ool lmm-:d the pugse of the hidtory of this coahtry from the edt-
Tiogt i nI ¢ pencds o the very grest 1l v
muﬂﬂimhnmch;llu;aml lcmﬂduhﬁtz:thlngimm following

wﬂm from Tod's Apmels of Rajastban,  ** Whit led'to the wers of Ranm?
impur of Sita: ~ Whal fleadly the frmls of the Yadus? The insdt of
!:qnxi: made prince Nala an exile from Nirwsry Ha jove for Dha-
ul.{::u_l-.. Wtﬂm:h!h;: Bhﬁinmmmmumdﬁmﬂ?m '
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¢ When a Glatbee comes up with the proposal of & matri-
monial alliance with an educated youth, the first question
generally asked her is; * Has he passed lifs: examinationg?”
If w0, how many paser has he got? meaning theteby how
mamy examinations of the University has he passed: through 2
“Has he yer-any: Jalpany or scholarship 2" These are diffi-
cull questions which must be satisfactorily answered before
@ megotintion can be cffected. That a University degree
has raised the marriageable value of a boy, there ¢an be po
doubt. I e have successfully passed some of these examing-
tians and got a scholarship, his parents, naturally priding
'thcnmclw:s on. their valuzble aequisition, demand a preposter-
ously long catalogue of gold ornaments, which, it is not often
in the power of a family in middling circumstances casily
to bestow. The paronts of the girl, on the other hang,
secing the long list, demur at first to give their consent, but
their demurring is of no avail; marry their daughter, they
must, The present ruinous seale of nuptial exXpensss must
be submitted to at any sacvifice, and after deep cogitation they
send  revised schedule, | as if Mmarrisge were 8- more muatter
of trffic) taking off from it some costly jtems, which wontld
" pressheavily on the purse. In this manner the GAaddor contini.
ally goes backwnrds and forwards for some Hme, propesing
concessions ‘on- both sides and holding aut delusive hopes
of future advantages in the event of the carmying out of the
marriage, There s a trite saying among the Hindoos, that
“a matrimonial alliance could not be completed without
‘uttering a lakh of words
~ The patents of the girl on whose head falls the greatest
, burden, are eventually made tosuecimb from & condideration
| o their having secured 3 desirable match; namely, a pecsed
“student. I not placed in afiluent circumstances, as i gener
aily the case, they are obliged to raise the requisite sum of
mnaney by laan, which sows, in many instances, the secds ol
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much future embarrassment. At a very moderate calculation,
a tolerably respectable marriage now-a-days costs betwesn
twa and three thousand Rupees (zbout £300)—sometimes
more, There i another pative adage which says, * we want
twine for thatching and money for wedding.” A respectable
Hindoo geatieman who has four or five: daughters to give
i marriage and whose income is not large, is often reduced
to the greatest difficulty and cmbarrassment by reason of
the extravagantly enormous expenses of a marriage. The
rich do not care much what they are required to spend.  All
that they look for is a desiable match, It is the middle
and poarer classes, who form by far the largest aggregate
of population in every country, thag suffer most severely
from the present enhanced scale of matrimonial chamges.
The late Rajah Rajkizsen, Baboos Ramdoolal Dey,* Nemy
Churn Mullick and other Hindoo millionaires, spent extra-
ondinary sums of money on the marriage of their sons, The
amount in each instance far exceeded a lakh of Rupees
The annals of Rdjasthan furnish numerous instances of
lavish expenditure, varying from five to ten lakhs of Rupees
and upwards, on the solemnization of nuptinls. There was
a spirit of rivalry which animated the princes to surpass each’
other in  magnificence and splondour on such occasions,
regandless alike of the state of their exchequer, and the
demuralizing effects of such conduet, Marriages in such o
magnificent style are seldom to be seen in Calcutta now-a-
days, not because of the distaste of the people for “such
frivalities, but because of the lamentuble dicline and jm-
poverishment of the former magnates of the land. [t is painful
to contemplate that the present scale of expenditure. among
the middle elasses has been in an inverse mtio to their

= Pemies the mar sxjmmern, Al man gaee f e Fis e syl
filty thonsiipl Kopes « ﬁ.u-:ﬁna house wamb ten, ol Ropes

Leid.
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income. The cxertions made sometime ago by Moonshee
Peary Lall for the reduction of marriage expenses would have
doubtless conferred a lasting boon on the Hindoo community
in general, if the object had been crowned with success, but
as the Legislature has no control over such matters, relating
as they do to purely private affairs, the noble scheme resulted
in faliure, It is quite optional with parties to go to heavy
expenses on such oceasions; no act of Government without the
voice of the people could restrain them in this respect. Any
social refoerm to be permanent and effectual must be carried
ont by the universal suffrages of the people.

. When the prelimimaries of a marrisge are settled, a
person, on cach side, is deputed by turnsto see the boy and
the g, Itis customary to see the girl fArst. When the
friends of the bridegroom, therefore, come for the purpose,
they sit down in the outer apartment of the house, whilst the
‘bride is ongaged in her toilet duty., After fifteen of twenty
minutes; she; glittering in jewels and accompanied by & maid
servant as well as by the Ghotkes, makes her appearance
The first thing she does in entering the room is to make a
pradm or bow to all present, and then she is usked to squat
‘deown on the clean white sheet spréad onthe foor, A solemn
pause ensues for & minute or o, when one of the company,
more officious than the rest, brenks the silence by putting
to her & fow questions,  She naturally feels herself somewhat
out of ber clement in the midst of so many strangers, and
unconsciously shows 3 sort of cmbarrassment even of seifl
conflict almost distressing to witness, This internal agitation
of fecling, arising partly from modesty and partly from
anxiety, causes her even to stammer.  Her engrossing thought
for the time being is, according to the early vow she has
made, that she may: have a guodd husband with lots of jewela
“What is your name, mother? iz the first question, She
may diffidently reply it & hall suppressed tone ¥ Gri Balla
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o Who is that sitting before you ?"—perhaps pointing to the
girP’s father, She says, "My father “Can you read and
write?" If she say, " yes," she is asked to read -2 little out
of her book:

The Ghatles bere plays the part of o panegyrist by
admiring the amiable qualities al the girl, who, she adds,
the very type of Luckee (the goddess of prosperity.) While
this examination is going on in the outer apartment, ‘the
anxious mother, whose heart beats with throbbing sensations
while watching the scene from behind a half closed window,
does 1ot feel herself at ease, until she hears that her danghter
has sequitted hersell creditably, Before the girl leaves the
room, the father or brother of the boy puts a gold muhur
into her hand as a tangible proof of approval and bids her
retire, It is needless to say, that she feels hemell relieved,
quite giad and- free, when she again sces the facesof her
mother and siaters, whose joy returns with her retum.

This interview is called pacce dibepblie or the con-
firmatory visit,  All the Brahmins, Ghatucks and Ghathees,
and other Koolins who may be present on the occasion
receive two or fogr Rupees each, The servants of the house
are not forgotten, they too receive each a Rupes If this
interview take place in the moming, the parties return’ home
without breakfast, it being customary with them not to eat
anything hefore bathing and performing their daily worship.
H in the evening, they are treated to a good dinner consist-
ing of the best fruits of the season, sweet and sour milk and
sweetmeats of various kinds It is on such ceremonious
nccasions, that the Hindoos make a display of their wealth by
serving the dinner to their new friends with silver salvers,
plates, glasses and pawndan, (betel box). Almost every
respectable gentleman keeps a good assortment of these silyer
articles; They are, however, reserved for special purposes,
and used only on special occasions, As & nule, the people
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‘are not fond of investing their money, like Europeans, in

plated-ware, because it is, comparatively spesking, of litthe

‘exchangeahle value in times of need and distress.

It isnow the turn of the boy to be examined in a simi-
lar way as to his scholastic acquirements. When the father
anid the relatives of the girl pay a return visit, they generally
hring with them a graduate of the University, Shoull the
boy be one who has: successfully passed the Matriculation
standard, he is not subjected to so strict an examination as
one who does not etjoy the same dignity, In both cases,
however, they must undergo some examination in English
literature, compesition, grammar, history, &c. It ds a note-
worthy fact that a boy however intelligent and expert in
other respects, betrays a lamentable deficiency, arising: from
diffidence, when required to undergo an examination in the
presence of his father-in-law and a University graduate.  The
thought of failure acts as a heavy incubus on his mind.
He finds himself bewildered In & maze of confusion. I he
do not actually stammer, he talks at least very slowly and
diffidently, and If called upcn to write, his hand shales, and

in fact he becomes extremely nervous. After this trial §s

over, the boy retires with mingled feclings of misgiving and
complacence, He receives, however, in his tum a  gold
mohur. The gentlemen who had come to see him are then
asked toa dinner in the way described  above: The same
display of silver-ware is made on the occasion, and nearly the
same amount of presents of money made to the Bmblunins,
Kooling and others,

When both parties are satisfied as to the desirableness of
the union, 2 guod day s fixed for drawing a pastrs or written

agreement in which, say, a Koolin of superior caste, engages

in writing to give his son in marrage with tho daughter of
cither a second Koolin, or, as is often the case of a Mowleek,
an inferior i caste. This Paftre 15 written by a Brahmin
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on Bengalles paper with Bengullee penand ink (s ift English
writing materials would desecrate such a'sacred contract) and
must consist of & odd numbér of lines, such as seven or nine
lines.  An invocation of the Butterfly must head the Parira, |
the purport of which will run as follows: I, Ram Chunder
Bose, dn engage to give my second son, Gopeenuuth Bose, in
marriage with Nobinmoney Dossee, the eldest daughter of
Tssen Chunder Dutt, who 5 alss bound by his contmact; the
marricge to be solemnized o a day to be named hereafter"
Here the signatures of both the fathers as well:as of the wit=
nesses follow. 'When finished, it is rolled up in ved thread,
The Koodin gentleman hands it to the Mowdeed gentleman,
when the latter embraces the former, and gives hit at the
same time Aonle wamddd and Patine Darshance, as o mark
of vespect for his superior caste,—or about filty Rupees. The
articles required for the matrimonial contract are paddy, dooy
grass, turmeric, betel leaf, betél-nuts, sandal paste, cowrles
(small shells) and a/a * all which are conszidered as eomiu-
cive to the future welfare of the boyt and girl.  When the
contract is religiously mtified, & couple of conchs—one
for the bridegroom and another for the bride—asse sonnd-
ed by the females, anncuncing the happy conclusion of
this important preliminary; at which all hearts are ex-

s A&mtrxﬂrmpﬂpﬂmthwbhhlﬂmlm fomales rediden their feer. A
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hilaated. Armangements are now being made for the
dinper of all who may be present at the time.  Sometimes
Rity to eixty pesons are fed. Every care is tiken to
provide a good dinner for the delectation of the guests
and a Patira on this scale costs from 300 to 400 Rupees.
The Bralimins, Kooling, and olthers, receive, a3 usual, presents
of money and return home replenished in body as well
asin purse.

It iz warthy of remark that though the distinction of caste
still exerts its influence on all the important concerns of our
social and domestic life, it-is nevertheless fast losing its pres-
tige in the estimation of the enlightened Hindoos. In foemer
days a Koolin occupied & prominent position in-society, be his
character what it might, but now-a-ays the rapid spread of
English sducation, and the manifold advantages derivable
from it, has practically impaired his influence and lowered his
dignity. A Koeolin who happens to be the lather of a gifl mar-
ried to a Mowded, is, in the present day, degraded into the
rank of his traditional inferior, simply because he is the father
of the girl; he must even be prepared to submit to all sorts of
humiliation and cuntinue to serve the Momloek father of the

| boy as long as the connection lasts: At every populir fosti-
val for at least one year he must, according to his mnlk, make
suitable presents to his son-in-law, failing which & latent feel-
ing of discontent arises which eventuslly sipens inta bitter
misunderstaneling, : :

Hut to return to the marriage contract, After the enter-
Aginment, both partfes cotsult the almanac and fix 3 day for
the ceremony, called Gdtray haridrd or the anointment of the
Doy with turmeric. 'On that day the bridegroom, after hath-
ing and puttiog o a red bardered cloth,® is made to stand on

* 1 Hinddiso marviages 2ol obler ceromoties of 2 similss
D rﬁummhn:é‘ mlwhnurb:::d ' n::"""l' eres fﬂ
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a grindstone surrounded by four plantain trees, while five wo-
men (one must be of Brahmin caste) whose husbands are alive,
go round him five or seven times, snoint his body with tur-
meric, and touch his forehead at one and the same time with
holy water, betel, betel-nuts, a Sree made of vice paste in the
shape of & sugarloaf, and twenty other little articles conaist-
ing of several kinds of peas, rice. paddy, gold, silver, &c
From this day, the boy carriesabout o pair of silver nut-crack-
ers, and the gid & pair of bajn/watha,® which must remain
with them till the solemnization of the nuptials; for the
purpose of repelling evil spirits. A little of the fur-
meric paste with which the body of the bridegroom was
anointed Is sent by the family barber to the bride in &
silver cup, her body i3 alse ancinted with it A number
of other gifts follow, namely, a lorge brass vessel of oil;
vations - kinds of perfimery, three pieces of cloth (one
must be & richly embroided Benares saree, oné Daccs, and
the other red bordered), a small carpet. a silk musnud with
pillows, two mats, some gold trinkets for the head, a few
baskets of sweetmeats, some large Rshes, swoel and sur
milk, and a few garlands of flowers; &c.,.all which cost from
two to theee hundred  Rupees, or sometimes. more. A rich
man scmetimes gives a pairof diamond combs and Rowers
for the hair, of the value of two thousand Rupees. and up-
wanls. From this, an. jdex may be formed as to the lavish
cxpenditure of the Hindoos on marriages, even in these
hard fimed A frw can afford it but the many are put to
their wits-end in meeting the demands thus made upan them,

Two or three days after the ceremwny of ancintment,
the Bengali almunac i= again consulted, and a lucky day id
appainted for the colebration of Addarradlal, so calledifrom
itz being a feast given just before the wedding, Oh this:

* A calliviiten e which containe the Tk dye with’ slich safive  fmilk
Al fhenis Lotz (Nl hellibpeny® eyelide
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occasiof the father of the bridegroom gives a grand entertaine
mant to the male relatives of the family. As a counterpart
to the same the father of the bride givesa similar entertain-
ment tw the female relatives of his own family, with this
difference only, that in the case of the former no Palkees are
required, whereas in the case of the latter these covered
conveyunces have to be engaged for bringing in the females,
In ecither case the number of guests generally varies from two
to three hundred, and as the present style of living among
the Hindoos in the metropolls has become more expensive
than that which prevailed in the good ald days, partly: from
v desire to make an ambitious display of wealth, and
partly from the unprecedentedly mpid increase of the popula-
tion; which has; as s necessary seguence; considerably mised
the prices of all'kind of provisions, an entertainment of this
nature costs from four to five hundred Rupees on each side.
The very best kinds of lwockees; docharees, vegetable curries;
fruits, sweetmeats® and other delicacies of the season are to
be provided for this special octasion.

'English’ friends. are often invited to the marnages of
rich families in Caleutta and regaled with all sorts of deli-
cacies from the Great Eastern Hotel. “The family mansion

* The Bengalls hiaic besoms o moch wegliciend of late ithat they heve oot
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is splendidly furnished and brilliantly illuminated. There
is literally @ profusion of pictures and chandeliers, All the
furniture and surroundings are indicative more of an English
than of a Native house. Dancing girls are hired to impartackés
to the scene. A wabat covered with tinsel i put up in frant of
the houss, where native musicians play at intervals, much to
the satisfaction of the mother of the bridegroom and the
boys of the neighbourhood, and a tempurary scaffolding made
of bamboos and ornamental paper is erected .on the highway
in the form of a crescent bearing en it the inscription, * God
aave the bridegroom.” Male and fomale servants recuiving
presents of gold and silver bangles mave about the house
gaily dressed in red uniform, or clothes. As tangible memorials
of the happy union, presents of large brass pots, with oil,
plates with sweetmeats, fruits, and clothes, &c;, are lurgely
distributed among the Brahmins and numerous friends and
rolatives of the family. This present is called  Samapek.
With the exception of Brahmins, who are content with offer-
ing holiow benedictions, in which the sacerdotal class, asa
nile, s sa very liberal, everyone else who reccives them
makes in return presents of clothes and sweetmeats, the near-
est relatives making the most costly ones.  In times. of great
logranald, f2, whet numerous marriages Like place, the demand:
far clothes and sweetments is really enormous.  Dealers in
those things make a harvest of profit and “the town becomas
a jubiles of feasts”

During the night preceding the marriage, the women ‘of
both the Mamilies scarcely sleep. being busily engaped in
making all sorts of preparations for the next day, Very
early in the morning, five Ayowes, or females whese husbandy
are alive, take with them a light, o knife, 3 Sree, & Brunddid,
containing sindry lttle articles, described before, 8 small brass
pot, some sweetmeats, clwora and wogrke, oil, betel, betel
puts and turmeric, and go to the nearest tank; syunding a
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conch, and touching the water with the knife, fill the brass
pot with water. The above articles being presented asan
alfering to the birass pot, the females receive & portion of the
eatables and return home. sounding the conch, which s a
necessary accompaniment 6f all religiows ceremonies.

What Tam now about to describe may be called the
Jirsi marringe, because it is invariably followed by a second
ceremonial when the union is really cosummated,, But it
propecly forns the binding ceremony, as constituting the
martinge relative hetween the two youthiful parties, with all its
legal and social rights, even if they should not be spared to
live together as husband and wife,

The emptiness and superficiality of the relation, especi-
ally on the side of the childish bride, will be buit too apparent,
and i but too often realised in this uncertain life, in the
prolonged misery of a wirgin widowhood, On the day of
the marriage both the bridegroom and the bride are forbid-
dent to at anything except a little milk and & fow fruits,
‘The father of the bride also fasts, as ‘well as the officiating
pricsts of the two families.

About twelve o'clock in the day, the Mowleek family sends
presents of clothes, swestmeats, fishes, sour and sweet milk
and some maney, sy about twenty-five rupees, o the hoiise
of the Koolin family; as- a- marlk of honor to the lutter, to
which, from his superior caste he js fairly entitled. This
present i8 called Adkibazsy.  Both the fathers ars also requir.
& during the day to perform the ceremony of Nawidinaok or
Hidlishrad—a ceremony, the meaning of which, as sald be-
fore, is to make offerings to the manes of ancestors, and to
wish for the increase-and preservation of progeny,

ARer the performanes of the above ceremontes, both the
bridegroom and the bride putting on new red bardered dhaory
and saree respectively at their several huuses, are made to
bathe ; and five women whose husbands are alive touch thete



-

-
L]

WY :
MARRIAGE CEREMONIES. 55

foreheads with sundry little things as mentioned before, They
have afterwards to go through a few  minor rites which are
purely the inventions of the females, not being at all enjofned
in the Sadsters. It {5 obvious that the primary object of all
these female rites is to promote conjugal felicity. Strunge
#4 it may appedr, it is nevertheless a fact that the mother of
the bridegroom eats s times (of course but little ata
time) that day through a fear lest the bride, when-she comes,
will give her but scanty meals,® while the mother of the bride
does not eat anything until the marminge ceremany is  over,
being impressed with a notion that the moee Lbe fasts the
more she will get 10 eat afterwands,

The females on the side of the bride, with the help of a
matron, exercise their utmost ingenyity, and Uerally rack their
brains, in devising all manner of contrivances partaking of
the chamcter of churms to win the devoted attdchment of the
bridegroom towards the lovely little bride.  They resort to
nitmerois petty tricks for the purpose which are tog absird
and childish to be dwelt upon. Credulous as they naturally
are, and simple as they are known to be in their habits, not to
speak of the normal weakness of their intellect, they fondly
imagine that their dhead thak or trick is sure to triumph and
procluce the desired ‘effect. To give an instance or two,
They write down in red ink on the back of the Peray, or
wooden seat on which the bride s to s, the names of
twenity-one uxorious hushands, and go round the bride seven
times: They also write the name of the goddess, Doorga,
an thesilk srree or garment which the bride i to wear at the-
time of the m:n‘mgz: ceremony, because Shiva; her husband,

™ The ke e ol the foar de a0 Rllowd £ Whkm hmi:l.!theg-,uiu[huut,
amad the sotnl ihe goididess Pootgs) wink oit to masry, he bl
nrhh himw ihe waun] pagr of nug-crmkere “’hﬂnhmm:mhﬂﬂ th ““ﬂ“‘"!i

he-fromiedistaly relurnn] bome, mnil (o b grest sorprise, mw bl mting
with' b=v ton bands, -abie hidng 2 ten bamled godilen ll'n ﬂu:l'nlm.
h&mnﬂdtﬁuu mﬂtlnl. nh:ﬁhﬂmhﬂlmqhnii- Iﬂnlﬁu
ity S reliey W Ll Liallucithorm, mdl
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was excessively fond of her, Théy place before her the
Chundl Pooty, & sacred book treating of Doorga and Shiva,
while her mouth is Alled with two betel-nuts to be afterwands’
chewed with betel by the bridegroom unawares Meantime
active preparations are made on both sides for the auspicious
. solemnization of the nuptials, At the house of the bride-
groom, arrangements are being made for illomination and
fireworks, and the grand Nacaryes announce the approaching
departure of the procession, Fac-similes of mountaing and
peacocks are made of colored paper spacious "enough to
, aocommeslate & dozen persons ; hundreds of Kkds gaylap and
silver staves are seen on the roadside; groups of sonpsters
and musicians are posted here and there to give a passing
specimen of the vulgar songs of the populace; 0 Sekasnn
or bridegmom's seat elegantly fitted up is brought out with
two boys gaily dressed to fan the bridegroom with chamrs *
hundreds of blue and red lights are distriboted among the
swarthy coolies: who arc to use them on the road when the
procession moves. The bridegroom, being washed, is helped
to put on a suit of superbly embroidered Benares #inded
dress, with a pearl necklace of great value, besides bangles
-and armlets set in precions stones and garlinds of Aowers,
"Durwans and giards of honor are paraded in front of
the house ; and in short, nothing is left to impart an imposing
appearance to the scene.  As has been already observed, there
is n growing desire among the Hindooz to Imitate English
manners amd fashions. A marriage procession {5 considered
quite incomplete unless bands of English musicians are
retained, and & cavalcade of troopers like 2 Butlesque of the

Governor-General’s Body Guard |s s to move forward to-

clear the wuy. A Cook's carriage with a postillion i not

unfrequently observed to supersede the old Swéﬁ}n, urgﬁt
Pilkee, N

* The chaminrs ure £ ade of the talk of, Thibet cows
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Before the bridegroom @ leaves: his: house he =iys s
prayer to the goddess Doorga, and makes bis prepamtary
Jatird (departure). At this time his mother asks him; “ Hada
where are you poing#® Heo answees, “To bring in your
Daszice or maid-eervint”  Before leaving hie receives from ler
a fow instructions as to how he should conduct himself at the
house of his Bther-in-daw. He Is to gaze oo the stars in
heaten, keep his feet hall on the ground and half on the
wooden : scat when engaged in performing a ceremony, and
not to pee any vther betel but his own, The object of these
instructions s to thwart the intentinn of his mother-in-law
that he may become a uxarious hushand a wish in which
his mother does not share at all, because it i calenlated
to diminish his regand for her. In the majority of cases
the wish of the motherdin-aw prevails over that of the
mother, 85 is quite natural.

He has next to perform the rite of Kunakdugealer, sur-
ronnded by all the women of the family., A sroall brass
plate containing rice, & small wooden pot of vermilion: and
one: Rupee, are thrown right over his head by his fatherinta:
the Sures, or robe of his mother, who étands behind him for
the purpose of receiving the same This i a signal for him
o come out, and if all arrangements-are complete, take his
seat on the bridal Seobasws, or carriage. The procssion
moves forward amid the increasing darkness. One or two
European constubles march ahead. The usuil cortége of
stalwart durwans follow. The torches amd Aambeaus are
lighted. The Klasgaladulinds are ranged on both sides of
the road ; in the midst are placel bands of native and En-
glish musicians, Parties of songstérs in female dress begin
to sing and dance on the Mewerpunkier, borne on the shoul--
dirs of coolies, The flaring torches are wavesl around the
procession, Blue and red lights are flashed st intervals.
Noise, confusion, and bustle ensus, Men, women and children

it
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wll Aock to see the tdmdshd. Mischicvous boys fry to rob
the lights. And to lend, as it were, an enchantment to the

.scene, gay Baboos In open carrisges. In their gala dresses:
bring up the rear, It is on such occasions that modest

beauties and newly-married brides (fakdws) come out from the
Zenana, and, unveiling thele faces, rise on the tops ul their
hiouses on bath sides of the road, i order to feast their cyes

on all the pompous accompaniments of & marriage exhibi-

tion. As scan as the procession arrives near the house of
the bride, the people of the neighbourhood assemble in
groups to have a sight of the lord of the day, and four or five
gentlemen of the party of the bride advance to welcomie
the bridegroom and his party of friends, wha enter, recefving
the stares of the idle and the salutations of the polite. The
bacher of the family brings out a light in asord (earthen
vessel) and places it on the side of the - road. Decency for-
bids me to mention certain of its constitnents:

Ax the initiatary rite of the puspicious event, the females
blow the conch-shell in the inner apartment, and some more
impatient than the rest peep. through the lattices corridor
or window, while the bridegroom is slowly eonducted to his
appropeinte seat made up of red satin with embroidered fringes;
having three pillows of the same stufl on three sides, An
woning i= suspended over the spiacious compound, and it is
splendidly flluminated with gas- lights. Palite and compli-
mentary  expressions of good wishes and of refined native
etiquette are exchanged on both sides, comparing favombly
with the rode manners of past times: * Come in, came in,
gentlemen; and sit down, please,” is the general ay. *BRring
tobacco, bring tobacoo, for both: Brahmin's and Soodeas” i5
the next welcome expression, Boys,; especially the brother-
in-law of the bridegroom, now bring him a ccm;ﬂu of betel-
nuts, o be cut with the pair of nut crackers e holds i his
hand. He objects and hesitates at first, but ho excuse is ad.:.
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mitted, no plea hesnl, he must cut them in the best way he
can.® When all the guests are properly seated, numbers
of school boys it fice to face and begin to wrangle, much
to the amusement of the assemblage. Az English. education
i now all the *go" among the penple, questions in spell-
ing, grammar, geography and history, are put to each pther.
The following may be taken as & specimen’;  Aushotosh asks
Pholanauth, *In what school do you read?" Bholanauth
answers, * In the Hare School,”  A. continues, *\What books
do you read” ? B.enumerates them.

A asks, * What is your pedagogue’s name ' B, a little
confounded, remains quiet, meditating within himsell what
could & pedagmgne mean. A, drawing nearer, asks him to
spell the word, housewife? B. answers, “hep-z-z-i-f Al lntighs
heartily in which he is joined by other boys, Continuing the
chain of interogations, he asks B, to parse the sentence: “ To
be good i to be happy B. hanging down his head; at-
tempts, but fails, “Whese is Dundes, and what is it famots
for?® B. answers, * Dundee js in Germany." (laughter) - A.
pressing his adversary, continues, * What was the canse of the
Trajan war ¥ B, answers hesitatingly, “ The golden flecce 1"
Thus discomfited, B. takes refuge in ignoble silence, while
A ina triumphant mood, moves prominently forward amidst
the plawdits of the assembled multitude. * Long live Ausho-
tosh " is the universal blessing.

Here two o three professional  pgenealogists, having
tunics on their bodies and turbans on their heads, stand up,
and in measurad rhyme recite the genealogical table of the
twa families now affiancsd, blazening forth the meritorious

* By cmmmmiplies: minuthe ot \he tisestii ceonomy uf & Himdoo failly
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decds of each suceeeding generation.  They keep a regular
register of all the aristocratic Hindoo families, especially.
of the Koolin class, and at respectable marriages they are
richly rewarded. It is quite:amusing to hear how seriously
they rehearse the virtuous acts of the ancestors, carcfully
refraining from: making any allusion to disreputable acis
of any kind Though not like Chundd, the inimitable
bard and polestar of Rajasthan, as Colonel Tod says, theic
services are duly appreciated by all orthodox Hindoos, whe
exult dn the glowing recital of ancestral deeds.  Their lan-
puage is so guarded and fAattering that jt cin offend pobedy,
except such: as do pot reward themn. Having the genealogi-
cal tabile in their possession they can casily wrn the good
into bad, and v 1ersa, to serve their own selfish ends, An
upstart, or one who has a family stain, pays them liberally
to have his name inserted in the yenealogical register, and
ts be mentitoed in laudatory terms. '

In the Fiaksor diadlan, or chamber of worship, all - pre-
parations for the solemnization of nuptials are tow made
The couch-cot, beddings, carpet, embroidered and wooden
shoes—here English shoes will not do—gold watch with
chain, diamarnid ring, pearl necklace, and one set of silver aml
one st of brass utensile® are arranged in proper onler,
and flowers, sandal-paste, dooav grass; bnly water in copper
pans, and khotsh grass are placed before the pricsts of both
parties.  The bridegroom, laying aside his embrofdered robe,
fe-dressed in-a red silk cloth, and taken to the place of
wizrship, where the bride, alss attired in a silk Sares, veiled
and trembling through fer, & slowly brought from the female
penetralia on a wooden seat borme by two servants and placel
on the left slle of the bridegroom, The agitation of ber
internal feclings when brought before the altar of Hymen is

4 The mtidles comiit of  Slver Uhara, Gharoo, Bhths, Thills, ﬁlﬁ VilEas
Raykhls Teabin, Difay sml I'.:I;u‘i:::
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greatly sonthed by the wealth of gold ormaments—the swm-
wanmie bonym of her existence with which her person is adorn-
ed. The officiating priest puts into the hands of the bride-
groom fourteen hlades of khoosh grass in two small bundles
which he winds and ties round his figures. The priest then
powrs & Hite holy Ganges water into the bridiegroom’s wight
hand, which he holds while the father-in-law repeats a smantra
or incantation, at the close of which he lets it fall, Rice,
fAlowers und doorva grass are next given him, which he fays
near the mppcr pan containing the holy ‘water. Water is
presented a8 at first with a prayer, and sour milk, then again
water. The officiating priest now directs him to put his hand
into the copper pan, and placing the hand of the bride on
thit of the bridegroom tied them together with a garland
of Mowers, when the father-in-lw says: “Of the family of
Goutam, tho great grand-daughter of Ram Chum Bose,
the grand-daugiter of Bulloram' Bose, the daughter of
Ramsoundar Bose, wearing such and such clothes and
jewels, L. Dwarkeynath Bose, give to thee, Oma Churty Ditt,
of the family of Bharaddz, the great grandson of Dinnanath
Butt, the grandson of Shib Churn Dute, the son of Jodandautl
Dute”  The bridegroom says, 1 liave received her” The
[ather-in-law then takes off the garland of fowers with which
the hands of the married pair were bound, and pouring
some foly water on their heads, pronounces his benediction,
A piece of silk cloth called Lasit dwstar; is then put over the
heads of the boy wnd girl, and they are asked o look at cich
other for she first time in their lizes. While the marrage
ceremony iy being performed the boy is made to wear on his
head a conical ‘tinsel hat. Here the barber of the brfde-
groom gives to the priest a little Khmv (parched rice) and
a little ghee; which are offered with doorva grass to the mod
Brahma. A very small piece of coarse cloth called gutehund,
or kiotted ‘cloth, contsining in all twenty-one myrobolans,
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Doyra fruit and betel-nits, s tied to the silk dhabja or scarf 4

of the bridegroom, which is fastened again to the silk garment

of the bride, thus symbolising s union never to e severed.

The marricd couple are then taken into the inner court whicre

the fernalis are waiting or the tiptoe of expectation, wreath-

ed for & moment in the rapturous embraces of one another.

As soon #s the boy appears, or rather before his sppearsnes, -
conch-ghells wre again blown, and ke is made to stand on &

stone placed under & small awning ealled chbdldhtalnh, a 4
emporary shed, surrounded on four sides by plantain trees
By way of merriment, some females greet him with dayemn-
Jiah mixed in treacle, some pull his ears, notably his sisters-in:
Taw, while matrons cry out “idn, wix, ule" sounds indicative
af excessive joy, It would require the mastecly pen of @
Sir Walter Scatt (o adequately delineate the joyous feelings
of the females on such an auspicions occasian, :

The bridegroom & made to wear on his ten fingers ten
vings made of twigs of creepers, and his hands are tied by
4 poecte of thread as long as his body. Putting betwixt
them @ weaver's shittle, the mother-ipdaow says, T have
bound thee by thread, bought thee with cowries, and put 3t
shitttle betwixt thy hands, now bleat thoo i@e a lamb, *
Bapon,"—a term of endearment, She also clo=es iz mouth
by touching his lipswith a padiock, and symbalically sewing: <
the same with twenty-one pins, that he may never scold the
girl} touches his nose with 4 slender Bamboo pipe and breaks
it afterwards, throws over his body treacle and rice; as well as
the refuse of spices pounded on a grindstone, which has been

A 1 have lnown x| polleylnn of 4 mathes latmotmms o thods [l
Hke & lomibe i the u;‘:.'immmgc. 14 the jrreat saisieement of uIl he Gimnales, j
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kept covered with a bag for vight days, are alive, by two
fertiales whese husbands and finally touches his lips with
honey and-small images made of sugar, that he may cver
treat his wife like a sover darling,

Afterwands the mother-in-taw with several other married
women, adorned with all their costly ormaments and | dressed
ith their best attire, touch his forchend with Seee,  Barvudilld
awinnowing fan, plantain, betel and betel-nuts; and  her the
silk scarf of the boy, of which memion has been mude before,
4 again mare closely fastened to the silk garment of the
girl, and keptwith her for cight days, afterwhich it is returned,
accampanied by presents of swectmeats, fishes and curdled
milk. “These pucrile rites, purely the invention of females, .
are intended to act as charths for securing the love and aifec-
tion of the husband for his wife. The wish Is ceértainly a
good one, but often the agencies employed fail to produce
the desived effect|  * Charms strike the sights but ment wins
the soul” Before the marriage ceremony is concludid, the
boys of the neighbourbood make the usual demand of Gram-
vafiand Barotvars Poojah At first s polite way they
ask the father of the bridegroom for the gift. He offers
twenty Rupees, but they insist on having one hundred
Rupees Aftfr some altercation in which setetimes high
words and afforsive language are made use of, * the matter
is eventually settled on payment of thirty-two Rupees.
This money §s used in giving a feast to the boys of the

* Tis frormere days whion sifuestfon was b iu{ scmitfly culdveied, onplis-
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alivsentione souptiney terninared Lo ows, 3 ool b lsoermiol limbe © Tosbel
of whthg till the conctadon of the cormpemy, e while of the
MIL fims Deen Towowe G sty Heame without dinner, 10 the goeal morfificstion
af the (ther pminy,  There by & primpson sexig sspoag e Bﬁfdﬂﬂ thur " lie
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neighbotrhood, reserving 4 portion for the Saraswrd poojah,—
a:mode of worship which will be more fully treated in another
place,
As an epilogue to the nuptial rite, the heidegroom gon-
tinues: to stand on a stone, while two mon setting the bride
on a wooden seat. and lifting her higher than his head, makes
three circumambilations, asking the females at the same time
whois taller, the bridegroom or the bride? The stereotyped
response i5, “ the beide”  This being done, the females throw-
ing u piece of cloth over the heads of both, desire them to
glance at edch other with all the fond endearmentsof a
wedded pair.  As is to be expected, the cov gird, almost in A

.state of trepidation; casts but a transient look, and veils her

face instanter | but the boy, voung as he fu, fecls fnwardly
tappy to view the lovely face of his future wife.  This loak
is called Shoovddriati or  the auspicious sight " which is held
in the light of a harbinger of future felicity.

The bridegroom returns to the Thaveordiallon or place of

_mhip anil performs the concluding part ‘of the marriage

esremony, while the officiating prist, repeating the usual in-

‘cantation, presents the bumt offerings (dome) tothe gods, which

is the finale of the religious part of the rite® But before the
beidegroom leaves the pliace of worship, the officiating. pria.-ﬂ;‘u.
af both sides-must have their dackind or pecuninry rewnsd,
IF the boy be of the Mowleck caste and the girl of the Koo-
lin caste, the former must give double what the latter gives;
t.2416 Rupees and 8 Rupees, Fere, 24 i every other in-

* An Esglih Ermt-rrmnn who, W a vemadile pesine, comb
Ezm hmﬁn i Eml w Eumﬂiu_ iinbinie nmiﬂmz:rm
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of peldic resosy. . Thi il 1 el i
timﬁnitmlumnix 11:31 S i, MLinkin i F"m“"’“'"' thims
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-stance, the superiority of caste assérts jts peenliar privilages,
The professional genealogists, after concluding their recitation
and singing their epithalamiums, also come [n for their share
of the reward, biit they are genemlly told to wait till the next
day, when in common with other Ghatacks they receive their
recompense.  The bridegroom is then permitted to have a
little breathing time, after having undergone the infliction of
so many religious and domestic rites, which latter formed the
special province of the females,

The head of the family now stands up before the assem-
bly, and asks their permission to go through the ceremony of
Mala Clamdan, or the distribution of sandaled garlands. This
isdonc to pay them the-honor due totheir rank.  The Dulls
putty, or the head of the rder or party, almost invariably re.
ceives the first garland, and then the nssembled muoltitudes are

-served, For securing this hereditary distinction to a fumily,
large sums of maney have been spent from tme to time by
millionaires who, by the favorable combination of circum=
stances, had risen from an obscure position in lie to & state of
great affluence, The late Rajah Rajkissen Bahadoor, Babpos
Ram Doolal Dey, Kisto Ram Bose, Modun Mohun Dutt,
shanti Ram Singh, Ram Rutton Roy and others; expended up-
wards of alakh of Rupees, or £10000, cach for the posses-
sion of the enviable title of Dulfoputéy, or hend of a party.
The way by which this noble distinetion was secured was to
induee first-class Koolins, by sufficient pecuniary inducements;
to intermarry into the familics of the would-be Dulapnrey,
The generally impoverished condition of the old aristocracy
of the land, and the onward march of intellet tcaching the
people to look to steding merit for superiority in the scale
of Society have considerably deteriorated the value of these
artificial distinctions: The progriss of education has opened
a new era in the social (nutitutions of the country, and an en-
lightened  proletariat is now-a-days more esteemed than an

i
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empty titled Dullaputty, the magnitude of whose social siatus
Is not to be estimated by the numbers of Kocolins he is cane
pected with, but by the extent and character of his scrvices
to society. _

The bridegroom next dines with his friends outside, not-
withitanding the importunities of the females for him to dine
in their presence in the inner apartment, that they might have
an oppartunity to indulge in merriment at his expense. Asa
ntle, the Brahmins dine first, and then the numerous guests
and attendants, numbering sometimes one thousand, Despite
the precaution of the friends of the bride to prevent unwel-
come intrusion, from o natural apprehension of running short
of supplies, which, on such occasions, ate procured at enormeous
cost, many uninvited persons in the disguise of respectable
loaking Baboos contrive somehiow or other to mingle in the
crowd and behave with such propriety as to elude detection.
The proportion of male intruders is larger than that of female
ones, simply because the latter, however barefaced,

entirely divest themselves of all modesty, It would not be

ahove the mark to put down the nuomber of the former ut
twenty per cent, Such men are professional intruders ; they are
entirely devoid of & sense of self respeet, and lead & wretchixl,
demoralized Tife.  Forcigners can have no dldea of the extent
to which they carry on their disreputable trade, including in
their mnks some of the highest Bmhmins of the country.
It is ned an uncommon sight, on such cccasion, to behald
numbers of people depart after dinner with bundles of Joo-
ehers (fine cdibles) and sweetmeats in their hands, which
methrdnees * threaten to touch and defile

When full justice has been done to the feast pmvidud
for the occasion, the crowd melts away and streams put at
the door, well pleased with the reception they have had. It

* Swerper-casic ftmale,
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r s miuch easier {0 satisfy men than women in this respect.  Thé
latter are naturally fastidious, and the least shortcoming is
sure to be found fault with. When confosion and bustle sub-
side, the bridegroom is slowly eanducted into = room in the
inner apartment which bears the eaphonious name of Bdsus

i Yy, the bedchamber of the kappy pair, or rather the ore-
‘house of jokes and banter, where are grouped together his
wife, his mother-in-law, * and the whole galaxy of beauty.
The very name of Basarghurt suggests to the female a variety

of ideas at once amusing and fascinating. As I have already
observed, she, nursed from her cradle in'a state of perfeet
seclusion, and immersed in all the drudgedes of & mono-
tonous domestic life, is glad of any opportunity to share

in the unreined pleasure of joviality, The mother-in-law,
throwing aside conventional restraint, introduces herself,

or is introducéd by other women, to her son-in-law. They
pull the poor fad’s cars; in spite of her camest protestation,
and if they da not know what flirtation is, they assail him

* Ao 0 k= prescribed muiles af the Hindoo wmdlety, & muother-indaw
b not permitted o appenr before her son-inelaw g e m-r:nl! eonabidered in-
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with jokes which quite puzzle him and bewilder his senses,
They burstinto roars of laughterand make themselves merry
at his expense ; he leals himsell almost helpless -and unpre-
pared to make a suitsble repartes, and is at leagth driven into
all manner of excuses, as plausible reasons for i brief respite
and a shart repose.  He complains of headaehe occasioned by
the latencss of the hour ; 8s & sure remedy they give him
soda, ice, cau-de-cologne, and almost bathe him in rose-water;
but a soparific they can on no account allow him, because it
would mar their pleasure and sink their lively spirite.  Keeps
ing up their jokes, they place. the lovely bride with all ber
gold trappings on his knee, and unveiling her face ask him to
loolk -at it, and say whether or ot hie likes her ; the closes her
eyes, moves:and jerks to have the veil dropped down, but her
sisters yield not to her wish, and keeping her yet unveiled,
repeat the question, Of course he makes no reply, but
blishes and hangs down hiz head ; their demand being impern-
tive, he sces no other alternative, but to gently reply in the
affirmative, They next make the girl bride, much agminst
her melination, lie down by hiz side ; as often as sheis deag-
ged 5o/ often she draws back, but yielding at last to the
admonition of her mother, she s constrained 1o lie slown,
because, on that night, this form is strictly enjoined i the
female shaster. The innocent girl, unconscious of the absurd
mirth, shrinking together, turns away, and occasionally whim-
pering, passes the sleepless, miserzble hours.  The dawn of
mgming is to ber most welcome, although it affords her but
a temporary relief.  As the first glimpse of light is perceived,
she flies into the bosom of her aunt, who toies to animate her
drooping spirit by a-word or two of solace, citing perhaps st
the: same time the example of Surrajiney, her elder sidter,
placed in & similar position three yeurs ago. The women
referred to remain in the Basargher. Asa matter of course
aged women go tosleep faster than young sprightly girls of
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wutamn.nhnmhcntunmkmgthebestﬂfmu .-ﬂ*
hyhdulg‘mg in jokes and witticams, They literally rack their: -(:'
brains to outwit the bridegroom by their thied and tdmdedd
{joked), and their stock of it scems to be almost inexhaustible.
They contrive to make him chew the S&me beera or betel
which is ffror chewed by the bride, and if he beobstinate
enough to refuse it, in obedience to the waming of lis mother,
which & often the case, four or ive young ladics open out his
lipe, and thrust the chewed bettle into his mouth. What
young man would be so ungallant as to resist them after all?
He must either submit or bear the opprobrium of & fooltsh
discourteotts boy,  Thus the whole night is passed in the ban-
ter and practical joking peculiar to the idiosyneracy of the
Hindoo fomales. When in the moming he attempts to get
away from their company, one or two ladies, notably his safes,
or sistersin-law hold him fast by the skirt of his silke gar-
ment demanding, the custamary present of Saraplolldase,
He sends a message to his man outside, and gets thirty two
of Bfty Rupess, on payment of which they are satisfied and
permit him to go. After & short respite he is again brought
ifito the jnner apartment, and after shaving, bathing “and
changing his clothes, he i made to go almost through the
same coitrse of femaie rites as he had to perform on the preced-
ing night, with this difference only, that no officiating priest
is required to help on the occasion. This rite is named
=l Baged Bibdhe [not new marriage), all the ceremonialy being
cottducted by the females. It would be tedious to inflict on
the resder & recapitulution of the same, but suffice it to say,
that in all the primary pervading principle s plainly’ percép-
tible, mamely, the long life and conjugal felicity of the happy
parr. It is a remarkable fact that in the opinion of the Hindoo:

¥ The fes for ﬂuwntdwmmﬂ_ng the hust. aad Rewping njnl'luuq;?ﬂ._
who sepuinid (a the bed-chamber 2re uﬂ fo bt o
Iiﬂmhilﬂm“nn{mlndln:w the hnnhrrmimm:_
winiked BeEI] (hie Lickdd, T shie geis, Tiswieson, liet portion oo 'iliihe of the Fee
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fommales the wider the circle of matrimonial ceremonies,
the greater the chance of securing the favor of Hymen.
At the conclusion, the hoy and girl are directed to say that
they have passed the state of celibacy and entered on that
of matrimony. *Marriage is honorable in alland the bed
undefiled.”

As morming advances, the bridegroom walking, and. the
bride in the arms of her relative, are next brought into a
room—the women blowing the conch and sprinkling water,—
and made to sit near each other. They then play with
cowries, (shells) the girl is told ta take up o few cowries in
her left hand and put them near the boy, while on the other
hand the boy is told to take up as mwck as his right hand can
contain and put them before the girl, the meaning of which
is, that the girl would spend sparingly and the boy give her
abtmdantly. They then play with four very small earthen
pots, called wmoogiivhar, filled with rice and peas; the girl
first opens the lids of the pots and throws the contents of &
Kuoolo, (winnowing fan) the boy takes it up-and fills the pots,
the girl slowly puts the lids on and inandibly repeats the name
of her husband for the first time, * expressing & hope that
by the sbove process she stops his mouth and curbs his ton-
zue, that he may never abuse her. As the first course of
breakfast, fimits and sweetmeats are sérved to the bridegroom
and the bride. Tle eats a little and is requested to offer &
portion of the same to his wife, whose modesty forbids her
to accept any in his presence, but the earnest importunities
of the nearest of kin overcome her shyness, and she s at
length prevailed upon to taste & little which is offered her
by the hand of her husband, the females expressing a desine
at the same time that she may continue to eat from the same

* It ahembl be mentlonel ihas & leseale altor hee o allowesl ter
miter the pume of hes hushand o t‘m}'dlﬁlmﬁﬁml;“lliﬂ‘i_“
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_ hand to the end of her days. They then receive the benedic-
tions of the male and female members of the family in
money, dooav.grass and paddy, which embody a prayer to
the Gotl for her everlasting happiness. A second course
of breakfast consisting of boiled rice, dhall, fish and vegeta.
ble curries in great variety, sweetmeats, sour and. sweet milks
ts next brought for the bridegroom ; secing that he eats very
slowly ‘and scantily through shame, his sisters-in:law heip
him with handfuls of rice and curries, &c. After he has
finished cating, the residue of the victuals Is given ta his wife
in'a separate room, because it is customary that she should
wse the same that day, with a view to cement mutual love
and affection,

Preparations are now being made for the retum of the
procession to the house of the bridegroom, but before it starts
some pecuniary matters are to be settled.  The father of the
bridegroom gives fifty Rupees as Samaytolidnes for the be-
nefit of the sisters of the bride, and the father of the bride
must give the same sum, il not a larger one, as Namad&bay-
e for the Benefit of the sisters of the bridegroom. Then
the difficalt problem of Samupjeek is to be solved, In
almost every case, the question is not decided without some
discussion. Hindoos are above all tenacious of caste when
the question is onc of Rupees and pice. Crowds of Slkdls,
fiakeers, nagas, vayuwos, and mendicants shouting at times “ Jay,
Jay)" victory, victory ; * Bar, konay bachay thakoog,” * may
the bridegroom and bride live long,” impatiently wait in the
street for their usual alms. They geta few annas cach and
disperse, Professional Glalucks, genealogists and Hrahmins
also come in for their share and are not disappointed. Then
cotmes the interesting and affecting part of the ceremonial,
the jaftra, or the approaching departure of the happy pair
for the house of the bridégroom. A small brass pot filled
with ‘holy water and a small wooden pot of vermillion being
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m.hﬁgmt}wmmd:m:itm the two wooden
pivayr on which they sat the previous cvening at the time
of marriage, and the females touch their foreheads with. sour
mill, shididi ( hemp), and the consecrated i of the god-
dess Doorga, * which latter is kept in o tuft on the Alopa
or ringlet of the bride’s hair for eight days, Her forehend
is also rubbed with vermillion, the emblem of a female whose
hushand is alive. This is followed by the site of Kevobaw-
Joole already described, but this time the father of the bride
throws the brass plate right over her head Into the cloth of
his wife, who stands for the purpose behind her daughter.
A sudden and solemn pause is perceptible here, betokening
the subsidence of joy and the -advent of sorrow, In the
midst of the company, mostly fermales, the father and mothor
of ‘the bride, alternately clasping both the hands of the
bdegroom, with tears in their eyes, commit the very respoii-
sible trust of the young wife to his charge, saying at the
same time in @ faltering tone, among other things, that * hi-
therta our dsughter was placed under onr care, but now
through the Blabiturber or kind dispenemtion of Providenes,
she is ronsigned for cver to your ¢harige, may vou kindly
overloak her shortcomings and frailties and prove your fidelity
by constancy.” At this parting expression, tears start into the
eyesof all the females who are naturally mons suzcoptible than
the sterner sex. With sorrowful countenances and deep
emation they look steadfastly at the marrieil pair and im-
plaringly bescech the bridegroom 1o treat the bride with gl
the tenderness of an affectionate husband. The scene s
exceedingly affecting, and the sweet sorrow of parting does
not permit him to say Bidaya or fareswell to the bridegrootn,
The mother-indaw, especially, should the bride be her only

*The Lighl conslats of ooy ,
wotbon like ppor with which  Tindoo "'Eu':;' Eﬁ""*“ e i Sy

X l.'uu'qll_ by h‘l" ¥ come
secralod 10 fhe poddies aiil ¢ " con
prntimetiag felicity andd "“F“W'I;Eﬂmh sappened to posie= g mh




v MHARRIAGE CEREMONIES. 75

daughter, is overwhelmed with grief, and if she does not cry
bitterly, her suppressed emotion -is unmistakable ; the idea
even of 4 temporary separation is enough to break her heart,
and no consolation can restore the patural serenity of her
mind,* Her relatives endeavour to cheer her by reminding
her of their and her own cases, and declare that all females
are born to share the same fate They searcely enter the
world before they must leave their parents and intermarry
into other families. This is their destiny, and this the law of
Juggae (the world), and they must all abide by it.  Instead
of repining, she gught. to pray to [ébfa {god;) " that her
daughter should ever continue to live at her father-in-law's,
use Sideor (vesmillion) on her grey head, wear.out her fron
taxgle, and be a jwwma ayvsted) blessings which are all
enjoyed by a female whose hushand s alive.  Such powerful
arguments and ‘undeniable examples partially restors the
eiuanimity of her mind; and she s hall pm'sund!:dtu]um hr.'r_
friends and go and see the procession from the top of the ©
house. The same tumult and bustle which ensugd at the
* Hinlloo are wo ely End of their ehildven, male or fomals, ihat
they can hik dll baook the ides of 3 sepregation, even pnder Oreematasos Wi
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time of coming now prevail at the departire of the bride-
groom in his Sookartm, and the bride in her closely covered
crimson Mkdpdyd, preceded by all the fiusel trafpigs and
bande of English and Native musicians The procession
ésluwl_v moves frrward with all the pomp and consequenece of
& grand, Imposing - exhibition, amidst the ataring of lhl.:
wondering populace and of the sight-seeing public. “Itis
on such occasions,” as Macaulay obecrves, * that tender and
dulicate women, whose veils had never been lifted - before the
pulitic gaze, came forth fram the inner chambers in which
Eastern jealousy keeps watch over their beauty” The great
body of Barjuttars—bridegroom’s friends—who graced the
procession with their piesence the previous night, do not: ac-
company it now of its return _homewards, and notwithstand-
ing all the vigilance of the extra guards, the mob scrambles
and forcibly tikes away the tinsel flower and fruit trees
on the way. In an hour ar twe, all the objects of wonder vanish
fromthe sight, and leave no mark behind them: “the gaze
‘of fools, the pageant of a day. o

On the arrival of the procession at its destination, the
Liridagroom alights from the Seobasws and the bride from the
Mahkdpdpd, under which, by way of welcome, Is thrown A plaras,
or pot of water, Hercupon the silk dladur arscarf of the
bridegroom, s long in the possession of the bride, being
entwined between both while the oonch is blowing, they
are taken into the inner apartment, the former walking: the
latter in the arms of one of her nearest female relatives
whoss busband is alive, The boy fa made 1o stanid on an
allpawa piray (white-painted wooden seat); the girl on a
thild or metal plate filled with milk'and altawater, and holding
in her hand a five ke fish, A small earthen pot of milk is
put upon the fire by & (emale whose hushand isalive, and when
theotgh heat it overflows, the veil of the girl h:iug lifteds
she js desired to witness the overflowing process and say
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gently three times, * may the wealth and rescirees of her fathers
in-law overflow," while ber mother-in-law puts round her left
hand an iron bangle,® and with the usual benediction that
she nay be ever blessed with her husbiand, rubs the middle
of Ner forehead with s little vermillion, A small basket of
paddy or unhusked rice, over which stands o small pot of
vermillion, is placed on the head of the bride, which the bride
groom halds with his left hand, and when they are both grested
thres times with the Sree, Harandala Koole, vwater; plantain;
betel and betelnuts, as has been described before, by the
bridegroom’s mother, be, with: his. pair of nut-crackers in his
right kand, throws over the ground & few grains of paddy
from the reck, walks slowly over s new piece of red bordered
cloth into. a room, accompanied by his wife and preceded by
other [emales, one of  whom blows a conch and another
sprinkles water,—hoth tokens of an suspicious event

When all are properly seated -upon bedding spread: on
the floor, the bridegroom and ‘the bride play aEaip the
game of fatook with cowries (shells)d as. before.  They after-
wards receive the usual asseerfed (blessing) in: paddy, doov-
geass and money, The mother-in-law in order to ensure the
permancnt submissiveness of the bride puts honey into her
ears and sugar into her mouth that she may receive her
comminds and execute them like a sweet obedient pirl.
Some females then, placing a male ¢hild on the thigh of the

* The e of o bom Laugle of beseeldd bza ‘s desp meaning, |1 o lils

and atvernnes, A gld moy wear gold orammete et in procices e
to the weivs of ten b Hitoen thoossnil Hupesd, hul b irem o wunth & pice, —

& eevjuable Indpaby o apafrecdaed uppossd tn whio —is !
1o.& masvied womsan for = compatively drable qualily. & oy walow ey
wear Jﬁl les HIl her vwemniieth Eu:u, but sheis nol pri | ta fmt
Hits a5y alber (e daaily of lict Buidaiid, :

T dn the culy pi of the fritish Govemmeny i Bengal, smever weoe thn
L= TS uﬂrrr_u:[uf the Pririnee in the ondibary trapsacbions of Jife. | People
went] to make II;:I derot herpas m“kﬂ}t-hhq}mm tnrln;tﬁm[h sl mails &
sty lemr with sisteen o cighicen fudwar of cowes, eqmil o one e of Wy
wry pead 4 w—;mhml,..mpﬁmﬁmﬁmmm
one-thied of what they now 2re. Espa the wwrannes of Goremment wers somm-
e paed i cowddes T the Eastern districta, nawiely, Assum, Sylhst, &e
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bridegroom, desire him to hand it to the bride. According to

prescribed custom, the mother-indaw, on first seeing the face

of her daughter-in-taw, presents her with a pair of gold bangles,
Other near female relatives, following her example, present
her severally with & pair of gold armlets, # pearl necklace,
& =et of gold pitjhapa, or an ormament for the back, jingling
as the girl moves, a pair of diamond cut gold 'eaning.sct_
in precious stones, and so o, To account for the common
desire of the Hindoos to give a profusion of jewels to their
females, Menit, their great fountain of authaority, enjoins “let
women be constantly supplied with ornaments at festivals and
jubilees; for if the wife be not elegantly attired, she will not
exhilarate her husband. A wife gaily adorned, the whole house
is embellished.”

She is next taken into the kitchen, where all sorts of
cooked victuals, except meat, are prepared i1 great abundance.
She is desired to jook at them and pray to God that her father-
inlaw may always enjoy plenty, Retumning from the cook-
room, the bridegroom gives into ber hunds an embroidered
Benares saree as also a brass 2heda, (plate) with o few dalees
{cups) contalning boiled rice, dkall, and all the prepared cur-
ries, vegetables, and fish, frumenty, 8c, and addresses her, de-
claring that from thiz day forward he undertakes to sup-
port her with food and clothes, He then partakes of the din-
ner and retires, while the bride is made to share the residue. ®
She s thus taught, from the moment of her union at the Hy-
meneal altar, her fundamental duty of absolute submission
to, and uiter dependence on, her husband. Should she be of

dark complexion and her features not beantiful, the bridegroom
‘is thus twitted by his elder brothers' wives: “yvou all along dis-

* Theee fs 4 civtom ammngst the Hindoos that s married women comiiders it
o diggraes bt nather ko act fr'm_-.ﬁ |4;ne-1m{h- ntai:ludhuhmhnd';wﬂ in.
hnm?&u:sq?mhth‘erhuhﬁﬁb;nhﬂim&udwmﬁ:
£xatm Iwpen them, ven an dlderly women, the suther or

X cheerfully partshes of the residue, 24 §f it were the arte of guie
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liked 2 &als (black) gicl, now what will you do, thacoonpe? Sure-
ly you cannot forsake her, we will see by-and:bye you shall
have to wash her feet." Words like these pierce the heart of
the bridegroom, but politencss forbids him to reply. Asre-
gards the power of woman, the same lawgiver saye—“a female
is able to deaw from the right path in this life, not 2 foal amly,
but even a sage, and can lead him in subjection to desire
or to wrath."

The nearest relatives and friends of the family are invited
to partake of the Borodiés or bridal dinner consisting of boiled
rice, dhall, fish and vegetable curries, frumenty, pdbouya, &,
servied to the guests by the bride's own hands, which is tanta-
motnt ta her recognition as one of the members of the family,
To eat nnna (boiled rice) is one thing and to eat jalpon (loo-
chees and sweetmeats) is quite another. A Hindoo can take
the latter at the house of one of inferior caste, but he- would
lose hiis caste if he were to eat the former at the same pluce,
Even among equals of the same caste, and much mare among
inferiors, bailed rice is not taken without mature consideration,
and some sort of compensation from the inferior to the supe-
rior for condescending to eat the same.  The compensation is
made in money and clothes according to the rank of the Ave-
lins.  Before departing, the guests invited to the Bowblds at
- which they eat boiled riae from the hands of the bride,
give-her one, two, or more Rupees cach. |

The day following is a very interesting day or mather
night, being the night of Faolsajpa® or flowery bed. At about
eight o'clock in the evening the father of the bride sunds 1o

* 1t 3sa ooteworthy fact Uhut b contesedine matmenial alliances, s L

pleced In meeidioere chrmmatances arg u:Eﬁnd with talling o cevtzin wum of
mongy iy lew of the presenis tactiboned, panly hocause the aotjile spe sty
of i periahaliln natr, and prantly becases the meling presenss of money 16 -
meswe serviats for thelr irouble snd feeding them, is regznied mose m o lax thag
mnything elie. profer utlllty 1o show.  ¥ves In such cases o yeibal cen-
truet, Whie futber of the Erjde. st send af least thirty servanta with prescrits, be
sihis 100 or 250 Rapeos incash = e sipulsicd before,
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his son-n-daw ample presents of all sorts of fruits in or out
of ‘season, home and bazar made swectmeats, some in the
shape of men, women, fishes, birds, carringes, horses, clephants,
&, &c., each weighing from 6 to 10 Iis, sweet and sour mitk
(Ddeded,) a kind of sweet cakes, chinesrs meprkey, paddy, fried
and sugared comfits, spices of all sorts, betel and prepared

_ betel-nuts, sets of ornaments and toys made af cutch, repre-
‘senting railway carriages, gardens, heise, dancing girls; e,

imitation pearl necklaces made of rice, imitation goid neck-

‘lace made of paddy, colored imitation fruits made of curd ®,

butter, sugar, sugar-candy. cidna (coagulated milk), otto of rose,
roscwater, chaplets of Nowers and fower ormaments, in great:
variety, Dacca and embroldered Benares dheoty and saree for
the boy and the girl, clothes for all the elderly females, couch-
cot, heddings, sets of silver ang brass utensils, carpet, embirotd-
ered shoes, gold watch and chain, &=, &= Betwesn 125 and
150 servants, nale and female, carry these articles, some in
banghy, some in baskets, and some in large brass fhilds or
trays. These presents being properly arranged in the Fdaor
ddildn the male friends of the family are invited to come down
and see them, some praising the cholde assortment and Inrge
variety, ns well as the taste of the father af the bride, while
others more calculating make an cstimate &5 to the probable
cost of the whole. These drticles are then removed into the
inner apartment, whene the females, maturally loquacious, criti-
cide them sccorlding to their judgment; the simple and the

food-natured say they aré good and satisfactory, others more

fastidious find fault with them. They are, however, soon si-
lenced by the prudent remarks of the gdult male members of
the family. The scrvants are next fod and dismissed with
presents-of money, some receiving one’ Rupee each being the

¥ 1a making (he sbave imiletions, Filidon lomdes exhilil an aatootadilisg Jo-

mf#lﬁ;l;u Lnpgemafry nh;zh,"ﬁﬂhhg Ll-cﬂhllal wlan =tpen, o zapable
improvement,  Was and. ingtinctlve ThzE 3 gresl

thinds for lezmning sl o of lizmliwinrk: b - =
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servants of the bride's family, some half a Rupee being the
servants of other families. They then take back all the brass
thalds and trays, leaving the baskets behind.

Here we gome to the climax of interest. Thee bridegroom
and the bride, adomed with a wealth of flower wreaths, and
dresied In red-bardered Dacca dlathes, with sandal paste an
their foreheads, and sitting side by side in the presence of
females whose husbands are alive, are desiced to eat even a
small portion of the articles of food that have been presented,
-and what is the most interesting feature in the scene; is that
the furmer helps the lutter and the Latter helps the former,
both throwitg aside for the first time the restmint which
modesty naturally imposes on such an occasion.  To be more
explicit, the boy eats one hall’ of a sweetmeat and gives the
other half to the girl, and the girl in her turn is constrained
to follow the-same exampie, though with ‘a blushing coun-
tenance and # veiled face. Female modesty predominates in
this isolated instance, If the boy give blushingly, the girl
gives shyly and tremuiously ; In spite of her best efforts, she
eannot consistently make up her mind to 1ift up her right
‘hand and stretch it towards the mouth of her husband, but is
alter all helped to do sa by a woman, whose Hushand is alive.
This process of cating® and mutual help, when three days
have scarcely passed over their heads, naturally gives rise to
Joy, merriment and laughter among the females ; and one
amongst them exclaims; “look, look, Sendaminey, how our
new Rddke and Kriskna are sitting side by side and eating
together ; may they live long and sport thus® The mother
«of the boy watchies the progress of the intercsting scene, and

* 1t ks perhags nor genemlly bnown that the disner of 3 naliee, Findoo
o Muszi] mmle | i ipnm.!.H 16 ool qupapdereld ele, umtl] be chewn
huﬂnlnﬂ bzl legmmom - aftey exting saihing hin suuth
Bin nmmzl gon, and i mskal To give = porton theveol to the leide: be
Resitases at fiemt, Lol cents st ] hhpm:lmmr elght Bausd of kis slles
brtbier’s wile, who farsihly thrass the smeint the wonth o the bride, cbserr-
ing sk ke swme time that  thein :r-uul spaguance o this scote will soon Le
oweroome eehes thels ineipient aflecthes grows men tres love.
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in transports of joy wishes for their continued felicity, The
young and sprightly, who have once passed through the same
process, and whose hearts are enlivenad by the reminiscences
of past oceurrences; too recent to be forgotten, tarry In the
roum to the last moment, till sleep weighing down the eyelitls
of the happy pair, the mother of the bridegroom gently calls
them aside, atid leaves them to rest undisturbed, In accord-
ance with the old established custom, their bed is strewn
with flowers and their bodies perfumed with otto of rose.
This is not enough for the sprightly ladies, the complement
of whose amusement and merriment 35 not yet full, Even
iff the night be a chilly one, regardless of the effects of ex-
poaure, thoy must aripefo, or jealously watch through the
erevices of windows, whether or not the boy talks ta the girli
and if he do, what is the mature of the talk., Thus they pass
the whole night prying and laoghing, chatting with each
other on subjects suited to their taste and mode of r.hqgght,
When moming dawns, the boy epening the door goes outside,
and the girl slowly walks to her maidservants, who accom-
panied her from her father's house. Her whole :;Ierumm 1o
get back to her mother and sisters ; nothing can reconcile
ler to her new home; novelty has no eharms for her except
in her paternal domiclle.  She repeatedly asks her maid-
servants-as to when the Palbes will come, and what is the
time fixed for ber pattra, (departure); the maid-servants, con-
soling hes, induce her to wash her mouth and break her fast
with a few sweetmeats, In obedience to the kind instruction

of her mother, she sits closely velled and talks Hittle, if at

all, even to young gitle of her tender age.  She next takes
ber twojan, or dinner, and to while away time, little girls try

to amuse her with tays or a game at-cards ; at léngth the time

comes for the toflet work, and lhl:ll'rﬂﬂlﬁfththq.zmd

Mehapaya is announced. She again takes & fow sweetineats,

and making a pronam (bow) to all her superiors, s helped
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into’ the Palkee by her mother-inlow, a femule having pre-
viotisly washed her feet.  The uaal bensdiction on suich an
necasion i5, * may you continue o live under the roof of your
father-in-law in the enjoyment of conjugal bliss"

On the srrival of the Mahipdyd at her father's hause,
nlmast all the females come opt for a1 moment; taking care
previously to have the suddur dodr bolted and ‘the Pallee
bearers remavesl.  They cheerfnlly welsome the retum of the
girl home.  Her mother, unveiling her face: and taking her
in her arma; thus affectionately addresses her, “my Aacka,
(child) my sowarchand (goldes moon) where have you been ?
Did not your heart mourn for us?" Our house looked Blr-
&er [desolate) in your absence, “What did they (hride-
groom’s family) say about our dapnsy’ Mesga (presents)?
Bid they express any mindya, (dissatisfction)?  How have the
women behaved towanls you? Hdw are your sasmcres
and  samer  (muther-indaw  and  fatherin-low) ?  Thos
interrogating, they all walk inside and, making the sl
change her sill clothes and sit near them, begin to examine
and criticise the ormaments given her by ‘her father-in:law.
* Let us see the pear]l necklace fizer" says Nhoopada? The
pearls are pot smooth and round, what may beits valie?”
Geers Balla, taking her own pearl neckince from off her neck,
compares the one with the other, They unanimously pro-
nounce the latter to be more costly than the former; be that
s it may, its: value: cannot be less than Ruopees o0, They
next tike in hand the pijape, ormament for the back, look-
g at it for a few minutes they pass their opinion, saying it is
hervier and better made than that of Geeri Fallin. The Sita
hanr, vr farwwya® (gol) necklace) afterwards attracts thefr
attention, and they toughly estimate its price at Rupees 3500
It is.not 3 Hittle surprising that though these women are never

2 _fw jewelleny B ot I I:r:lmulhnﬂ.thenludvuc
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permitted to go beyond the precincts of the :zenana; yet their
valuation of ornuments, unless it be a foratora fiputey of
enormons cost, such as b womn on grand pccasions by the
wife of @ * big svell,” often bears the nearest approximation
to the intrinsic worth-of an article, Thus almost every orna-
ment, one after another, farms  the subject of their criticism.

‘When their discussion is over, the girl iz desited o toke

the greater portion of her omamunts OF her body-—save

a pairof gold édelfa® on her hands and a necklace on her

neck—and leave them to the cire of her mother, She then
mixes in the company of other little girls of her tonder nge,
some married, some wnmasried ; who curiously aslke her adl
#bout her ned friends, antil their talk resymes its ogud] childish
topics,  She passes the day among them very pleasantly, so
much so that when her mother calls her to take her lun-
cheon, she stays back and says only “jackes, jackee! (coming,
coming.) her mind being so much absorbed in her juvenile
sparts;

The next day is again a day of trial for her, she has
to go for gharbasatit to bor fatherindaw's house. On
awaking, she remembérd where sfie will have to o In course
of the day; a seosation bordering on sulkiness almost wn-
consciously steals upon her, and as time passes it increases
in dntensity. About four in the afternoan the arrival of
the Mokdpdyd is announced, her sister combs her hair and

* A Hindoo dpittere fomale, 1, o, noe whoss hshond s slive, whether
mm-u o, s pefigioumly foctiillen to take off Jalt { i) From bre Bandls,

& bl of Apiiirecio, even when dest) tod theend W sabstitated fis the
l‘:fi.tmﬂ th dwila, w0 greal W the importates aptachied 1ot by Writrer Srmiles
When tha falfis i 0ol sech oo the hund, H 34 eallod D seur Safks o the lind
of & whliow, thes which thete could not be 5 more reproschial term,

+ Gidariamil Tnplies dwelling g father-fo-Taw's liomse, 10 the brkde 00w
go thoe within eight daye fom the date of warrispr, dhe could hot-do o Tot
one yeaf, Wil aller ghardecsht she can go ool pome beek znp time when
n‘.mnn?-. The nlbject &= o inigwess o her mwind that her futhersnduw's. b
4 her fititre home, 1t 4 gn thly ceeasion 1hat the wonbidp of Shwbcedsei
aeady descrilndd bporformed, s both the Juidegroom aad Twide sie (hin is

*ﬁ: Gilge W0 emciify the Rallowel ‘unbon and) aligls (e Ulesiingy of the
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adomns her person with all the omaments she has lately
received.  Dressed in her bridal silk zeme, her eyves seem
charged with tears, and symptoms of reluctance are yvisible
in every step; but go she must: no alternative s left
her. 'So her mother helps her into the MWakdodrd nnd
orders a durwan and two maid-servants to sccompany her,
not forgetting to assure hier that she is to be brought back
the next day. Despite this assurance, she whimpers and
weeps, and'is consoled on the way by her maid-scrvants: At
her father-in-law's, young girls of her age being impatient to
receive her, are Seen moving backwards and forwards to gét'a
ghimpse of the Makdpgded, the arrival of which iz a signal for
almost all the ladies to come out and greet the object of their
affcction. Her mother-in-law steps forward, and taking up
the girl in her arms walks inside, followed by a train of other
ladies, whose hearts are exhilarated again at the prospect of
therrimant at the expense of the married pair, When the time
comes round for them to retire, the same scene of arepifa
is: recnacted by the mictheloving ladies, with all thelr
“guips and cranks and wanton wiles " At day-break, the
girh as must naturally: be expected, quietly walks 1o hey
confidential maidservant, and whispers her to go and tell her
mother to send the Mukdpipi Palkee s early as possible.
Bearing her message, one of them goes for the purpose
but the mothey replies, How cn she send the Paliee
except at the lucky hour after dinner? When this reply is
communicated to the gitl, she sits sulkily aloof, until her
mpther-in-law cajoles her and offers for her breakfast a few
sweetmeats with: milk,  After o preat dedl ol hesitation she
complies with her sequest, which, to be effective, is always
accompanied by a threat of not allowing her to retumn to her
father'sin the cvent of a refusal.  About ten o'clock she takes
her regular breakfist as described before, but she dies not eat
with zest, for whatever delicacy may be offered her, it palls
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upan her taste ; continually brooding on the ides of a retum
home. This is the day.when the bridegroom and the bride
untie from each other's hand the yvellow homespun charda
thread with which they wese entwined on the day of marri-
ages ws a mark of their indissoluble wnion.. A lengih the
lucky hour arrives, and with it the Makdpdyd comes. The
very announcement of the fact revives the dreoping spirits
of the bride. After poing through theusual tollet wark and
a slight repast, she gets into the covered conveyancs, assisted
by her mother-in-law and other Indies, When she returns
home, she changes her bridal sille garment and strips herself
of the greater portion of her emaments,  Now uncontoalied
atid unreserved, she breathes a free, genial, atmosphere;
her mother and sisters welcome her with their heartfelt con-
gratulations, and she maves about with her wonted buoyancy
of spirit. Throwing aside her sulkiness, she commingles
readily in conversation with all around her. She pralses
the amiable qualities of her father-in-law and tnother-in-
law, and the very kind treatment she has had while under
their roof, but she keeps her reserve when even the slight-
est allusion is made to her husband, because this is ta her
young mind forbidden ground on which she cannot venture
to tread without violating the saered rilles of conventionalism,

At the marriages of rich families, as will be understood
fram our description, vast sums of money are expended. The
greatest expense is incurred in purchasing jeweld and making
presents of brass utensils, shawls, clothes, awectmeats, &c., to
Brahming, Kooling, Chataeks and numerous friends, relatives
and acquaintances, besides {Hluminations, Rreworks and all
the pageantry of # pompots procession, In and about Cal-
<utta, the Rajahs of Shobabazar, the Doy family, the Mullick
family, the Tagore family, the Duit family, the Ghasal family,
and others, are reparted to have spent from fifty l:hm.isand
Tupees to twy lakhs (£5.000 t0:£20,000) and upwards in the

ey i



MARRIAGE CEREMONIES, Bs
marriages of their sons.  Whilst writing this I am sold Maha-

rajah Jotendro Mohsun Tagore is said to have expeniled ahout

two fakhs of rupees in the marriage of his nephew. Th
most fnteresting featire in the extravedinary - munificence of
the Moharajah is, as I have leamt, his princely contribution
io the * Distict Charitable Sogety,"—an  act of bemeyolence
which has shewn, in a very conspiclous muanner, nat only his
good sense, but his warm sympathy with the cause of suffer-
rag humanity. It were 1o be wished that his noble ex-
ample would  exercise some influence on other Hindoo
milllonaires.  1f a tithe of such marriage expenses were
devoted to Public Charity, the poor and helpless wonld ceass-
lessly chant the names of such donors, and the reward would
be something better than the transient admiration of the
idle populace..

For atie of two years after mandage, the girl generally re-
mains under the paternal roof, occasionally paying a visit to
her father-in-law's as need be.  As she advances in years, her
repugnance—the effect of early marsriage—to live with her
husband is gradually  overcome, till time aod circumstances
cumpletely reconcile her 1o her future home, Her affection
grows, and she leamns to appreciate the grave meaning:of a
married life. She is still, however, bu# a gitl, in habit and
Ideas, when the real union of wedided life or the second
marrisge takes place, which is solemnised when sheartves
st the age of puberty, say at her twelvth or thirteenth vear
There |5 o popular belief, whether erroncous or pot it is not
for me to decide, that in this country heat accelerates growth,
atid hence the Hindoo Shasturs enjoin the necessity of carly
marriage,the injutious consequences of which are chicfly scen
in the weak constitution of the offspring, and the premature
decay of the mather,

So abominable are same of the ceremonies connected with:
this event in the life'of & female that o describe them fully
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wotld be an outrage on common deceney.® 1 will, therefore,
confine myself to & description of the ceremonies, entirely
abstaining from an allusion to the abominations connected
therewith. A general depravity of munners can only account
for the prevalence of this obnaxious institution, in the eradicas
tion of which every Hindoo whose moral sense s not entirely
blunted sught to co-opérate.  As the delay of the union is in
the belief of & Hindoo an unpardonable sin, the fact referred
o is announced by the sound of a conch, and the bodies of
all the females are smeared with turmeric water,—an  unmis-
takable evidenice of joy. The news iz also conveyed to the
neatest relatives by the family barber who receives presents
of clathes and money. It is quite evident from the silence of
the Hindoo Shastur on the subject that the origin of the
female rites s comparatively recemt. Irrespective of the
religious observances, it affords an oppartunity to the zenana
females 1o andulge in obscene depravities, the outcome of
vitinted feeling.

The pooe girl is placed an this occasion in the corner
of a dark, dingy room, with a small round pebble before her,
shut out from the gaze of men, und surrcunded on four sides
by four pieces of slender split bamboos about one yand long
fastencd by a piecs of thread. This is called the reerghyr
mentioned before.  Being regardedd as unclean, she remaing
in this room for four days without a bedding or & musquito
cortain, and no one touches her. not even hersisters.  She i3
forbidden 'to see the sun, her diet is confined to bailid rice,
‘milk, sugar, curd, and tamaring withotit salt.  On the morning
of the fifth day. she ia raken to a neighbouring tank, accom-
panied by five women whose husbantls are alive  Smeared

* It & peshiyia et gumerally known (hal same women, not frode any nuadls
cﬁm&ﬂn}ﬁu salbioy from ihe ennnl of 3 monotivnom 1ife, 24" well ik fue. (ke
woike of sasmsetnent i which they might participute. make % merret emmbsmtion,
anil bvens soene srtificial means To prematrely g Ve girt=iha poor visfim of
supentitbop—inio the Thorphar Wufore ibe astmally sivives o the age ol puibieny,

it
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with turmerie water, they all bathe and return home, throw-
ing away the mat and other things that were in the room.
She then sits in another room, and o very low caste woman,
in the presénce of five other respectable females (riot widows),
performs a series: of what s vulgarly called Nik Ay
purely female rites, which are exceedingly indecent and
immoral, =0 much so that a woman who had any stnse of
shame feels quite disgusted. Daring the day, according to
previous invitdtions, mumerous female pucsts assemble and
partake of & good dinner provided for the occasian. They are
also entertained with songs. dancing and music; all done by
professipaal femalies,  When the guests retire, they congratu-
tute the mirl with the usual benediction to the effect,—" may
you be blessed with a male ¢hild.”

After a day or Ywo the religious part of the ceremony is
performed, which is free/from obscenity. On this oecasian,
the officiuting pricst reading, and the bridegroom repeating.
the service after him, presents offesings of rice, swectments,
plantain, clothes, doovgrass, fruits and flowers 1o the Tollow=
ing gods and goddisses, vis, Shasths, Mircauds, Seorja, S
ereland, Grawnesit, and the nine planets, much in the same way
as when the nuptial rites were formally solemnized.  After this
the hands of the bridegroon and the hride are joined together,
and the priest repeating certain formulas, the bridegroom then
causes aring to slide between the bride’s sille garmentand her
waist. Twenty-one small images (twenty male and one
female) made of pounded rce nre placed before the happy
pair, and the pricst fecds the hride with sugar, clarificd buther,

* This part of the site i called Kb or mire. A small poal fs deg i the:
eoirtrzidd and soing waier dheoen oo i —wg wimmis, the obl ir'mu
= Rspab (R and the niher, 8 Baraew (Unom) Beign bv bathe in the poal
changi their clofhes, pul of srw weeacts sod dice on the refiss of :
wihile the smpitiess pechioa il aupts of ol s sl e fepiles :
foces theomgh' shuww,  This Joces sml fidisrows reprostistbio proves oo
aling even. b thisee For whicke smiusement Ii & ﬁﬁu-mp]. We caimod ceghail!

in iy hier b dlien ae s selic of mnelligiad Lo rian,
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mitk. and the urine and dung 6f a 3 to ensyrs the purity
of the offspring.  They thew partake of a good dinner. the
bride taking the residuc of the bridegroom’s meal. The
twenty-one images are put into the room of the pair as a token
of happy uffspring, and the propartion of the males o the
females, shews the premium and discount at which they are
respoctively held, The bride now takes up her permunent
resiclence i the house of her father-in-law and becomes ong
af his family.

For one twelve month after the miarriage, the parents of
the bridegroamn and the bride have to make exchanpes of
suitable presents to one another at all the prand festivals.
At the fiest farrs or present, besides clothes, heaps of fruits,
pwectments, English toys and -sundries, the futher of the
youth gives one complete set of minlature silver and brass
utensils to the girl, while in return the father of the it
sends sich presents as a table, chair, writing desk, silver
irtkstand, pold and silver pencil cases, statiomery, perfumery,
&, in n.ﬂdi_tan toan equally large guantity of cholees ety
bles of all kinds too numerous to be detailed, The maost
expensive presents are hwo, namely, the sitfory or winter
present and the Dootga. Poolah present, the former requir-
ing & Cashmere shawl, coga and sundey otber articles of e,
and the latter, fine Dacea and silk clothes to the whole fami-
ly, including men, women and chiliren.

Itisa lamentable fact that though & Hindoo bears a
great love and aflection ta his wife while she lives, yel in the
evient of her death, the effects of these amiable fualities. are
tao -soon efficed by the strang inflience of a new passian,
and ancther uning is very specdily formed. Even during
the period of his mourning, whicl listy ppe motith, propusals
for & second mirringe are entertained, if. not by the hushined
hitneolf, byhis fither or elder brother. When the remetn-
brance of this heavy domestic bercavemnt is 50 very Fresh

ey
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in the memory, it is highly unbecoming and ungenerous fo
gpen. ar enter into, & matrimonial negotiation, and have it
consummated immediately after the asichi or mourning i
sver, A wife is cortainly not a beast of burden that is no
sooncr: remaved by death than it may be replaced by ano-
ther, She is 4 being whose joy and sorrow, happiness and
misety, should be jdentical with her husband’s, and heis s

savage in the widest sense of the word who does not cherish,
a sacred regard for her memory after her death, In regand
to the whaole canduct and relations of the marrded life, Hin-
doos cannat have the golden rule too strongly impressed :
' Let every one of you in particular so love his wife, even as
hims=lf; and let the wife see that she reverence her husband”
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THE BROTHER FESTIVAL.

- B socihl institution that hasa tendency to promote

EAYY the growth of genuine love and affection betiveen
: man and woman, Is aaturally conducive to the hap-
piness of both, In this sublunary vale of tears, where unals
foyed felicity is but transient and short lived, even a temporary «
exemption from the cires and anxictics of the world adds st

least some moments of pleasure to life.  The Blratridvifiva,

or fraternal rite of the Hindoos, is an institution of this nature,

being admirably calcilsted to cement the natural band of

unian hetween brothers and sisters of the same family,  Bhra-
tridvitiya, as the:name imports, tikes place on the seconsd day

of the new moon immediately following the Kali Ponjah or _
Diewali.. On the moming of this day, 2 brother comes 1o the ot
house of & sister, and receives from Her hamd the wsual benedic-

tive present of unhusked rice, doova-grass and sandal, with &

wealth of good wishes for his long, prosperous lifeand the huppy
commemoration of the event from year to year, The brother

in return recipmdéates, and putting a Rupee or two into her

hands, expresses a similar gond wish, with the addition that

she may long continue to enjov the blessings of & conjlgal ﬂ
life—a benedictiun which she values over every other worldly
advantage. The main ahject of this festival {5 to rennvate
-and intensify the warmth of affection between kith and Lin

Gf both sexes by blessing each otheron 3 particular duy of

the year, 1 is a sort of family revoion, pre-eminently caleu-

lated 1o recall the carly reminiscences of life, and to freshen

up fratermal and sisterly love. No ritualistic rite oe pricstly :
interposition is necessary for the purpese, it being a purely dl
social institution, originating in the love that sweetens lifis
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After interchanging salutations, the sister who hias every
thing ready thrice invokes a blessing upon the brother in a:
Bengali verse, and marks his foréhead thrice with sandal
paste by the tip of her little Ainger. She then serves him.
with the provisions provided for the festive occasions Here
gengine love and true affection almost spontancously gush
forth from the heart of the sister towards one who is united
to her by the nearcst tic of consanguinity snd tenderest
remembrances, I the brother be not inclined to relish o
taste a particwlar dish, how affectionately does she cajole
him to try it adding at the same time that it has been pre-
pired by Ner own hand with the greatest care. Any little
dislike evinced by the brother instantly. bathes her eyes in e
tears, and disposes her to exclaim somewhat in ‘the following
strain: “Why = thiz alight towards & poor sister who Has esn
up till twelve o'clock last night to prepare for you the chsmiders
podley and Khrrarchdeh (two sorts of home-made swestmeats)
regardliess of the cries of Khokd (the baby), Sucha pathétic,
tender expression bursting from the lips of & loving sister =
cannot fail to 'melt a brother's heart, and overcome his dislike,

About four o'clock in the afternoon, the sister sends, as
tangible memarials of her affection, presents of clothes and
swedtmeats o the house of the brother, fondly indulging in
the hope that they muay be acceptable to him On this
particular day, Hindoo homes as well as the streets of
Calcutts in the native part of the town, present the lively
sppearance of & nationa) jubilee. Each of the brothers of
the family visita each of the sisters in tem. Hundreds of
male and female servants are busily engaved in carryving pre-
sents, and return home  quite -delighted.  On such occasions.
the heart' of o Hindoo femdle, niturally soft and tender,
becomes doubly expansive when the outflow of love and
affection on her part is fully reciprocated by the effusion of

. ood wishes on the part of her brother,
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to the popular festival described in the preceding
Chapter, the fallowing bears a striking resem-
Blance to it, in its adaptation to promote domestic happiness,
The festival Emiliarly known in Bengal by the name of
“ Jomas Skasthi” is an entertainment given in honor of a son-
ln-law, in order to bind him maore closely to his wife's family.
Nothing better illustrates the manners and usages of a
nation from a-social and religious stm-hpuint than the [e=
tivals and ceromonies which are obsérved' by it.  They form
the essential parts of what DeQuincey calls the equipage of
life. As n nation, the Hindoos are proverbially fond of
festivals, which are engrafted, as it ‘were, on their pecnlinr
damestic and social economy. . A designing priesthood had
concocted an almost endless round of -superstitious rites with
the view of acquiring power, snd looking for permanent
reverence Lo the credulity of the blind devotees: Such fsnlich
Fites nre eventually destined to full into desuetide, as popular

enlightenment progresses, but those which are free from the:

taing of pricstcraft by reason of their being interwoven into
the social amenities of fife, arc lkely to prevail long after
the subversion of priestly ascendency.  And Jamai Skasehi
Is & festival of this unobjectionable type.  No superstitious
element enters into its ohservance.

It invariably takes place on the sixth day® of the Incroase

® 1k mppesn Lo oo emthiey anamalim, as fur wa Hisdoo astzolopy i concerns
thiad duch & natbmal jwlatlos is fiwed 1o e exlebrsteil on vhis t:.ﬁ-l: ey, Ihﬂ
i apesislly muskod an an unlagky day L 20y Fud wrik, ?1;- Hiwlos almmsee
places Blawidy, phe shath day of the moon, = dupalsd ne destructive of any posd
thirgr v popular estiomtion, A iddoo I featiiillen 16 commines
atiy b Vwork of sel oul oo & Jroney, 0 this day, It portomds gvil,
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of the moon in the Bengali month of May, when ripe mangoes
—the prince of Indian fruits—are in full seasom, Then all
the mothers-indaw in Bengal are actuully on the gus vize to
welcome their sons<in+Jaw and turm a new leaf in the chapter
of their joys. A good son-in-law is emphatically the most
darling object of a Hindoo mother-in-luw, She spares ob
possible pains to please and satisfy him, even calling to her —
ald the supernatural agency of charms.  Ostensibly and
even practically a Hindoo mother-in-law loves her son-in-law
maore than her son, simply because the son can shift for
himuself even if turned adrift in the wide world, but the
:im:ghtr.-r is absolutely helpless, and the cruel fnstitution of
perpetual widowhood, with ts appalling smount of misery
and risk, renders her tenfold more 20,

On this festive pccasion, the sonsin-law is invited to spend
the day and night at his father-in-law's house. Mo pains
of expenst is spared to entertain him.  When he comes in the
morning; the first thing he has to do is to go into the female
apartment, bow his head down in honor of his mother-in-law,
and put on the fMloor s few Rupess, ssy five or ten, sometimes
more if newly married. The food consists of all the deli-
cacies of the scason, and bath the quantity and variety are
aften too great to be done justice to, The perfection of
Hindoo culinary art is unreservedly brought into requisition
on such oceasions. Sumounded by a galaxy of beauty, the -
youthifol son-in-law is restrained by o sense of shame from
lrooly. pirtaking of the fiast specially provided for him. The
camest importunity of the females urges the bashiul youth
to cat-more and more. If this be his first visit as sop-in-law
he finds himseli quite bewildered In the midst of superfluity

plrtotar fay o e of hcomiog Rok ke o e e 13 Jity
W EEn
e R AT S e
! wednrn I
u mic Dagren or neagh o become virgiu-widuwe. =
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and superabundimee of preparations. Many: are the tricks
employed to outwit him. 'With-all hiz natural shrewdness,
and forewarned by the females of his own fumily, he is no
watch for either the playful humor and frolics of the young;

sprightly ladies, Sham anicles of food cleverly dressed n

close Tmitation of fruits and sweetmeats are pffered him with-
out detection in the full blaze of day, and the attempt to .~
partake of them excites bursts of laughter and merrhiment, -
The utmost fiemale ingenuity is here hcrmtgiu into play ta call
Jorth amusement at the expense of the duped youth. 1n
their own way, the good-natured females are mistresses of
“jokesand jests, and. nothing pleases them better than to- find
e youthful new comer completely nonplused. This forms
the favorite subject of their talk long after the event. Shut
up in the cage of a setltided zenmnm, quite beyond the in-
fluence of the outside world, it is no wonder that their minds
and thoughts do nob rise above the trifles of ' thelr own narrow
gircle,

Az inithe case of the ™ Brother” festival, ample presents
of dlathes, frolts, snd swicelmeats are sent Lo the hownss of the
son-in-law, and every lane and street of Calentta is thronged
‘with male: and female servants trudging along with their
londs in (il hopes of getting their Share of entables and &
Rupee or & half Rapes sch into the bargain,

W

N
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THE DOORGA POOJAH FESTIVAL

BY fur the most popular religious fistival of the present
day among the Himdoos of Bengal, is the uopsss Pac-
ﬁl.!:'. which im the North-Western and Central Provin-
ees j5 called the Dugveral fustivall It is believed that the
worship of the goddess Doorgith has been performed from time
out of mind. The fallowing is a description of the image of
the rodidess vwhich is et up for worsliipz " In one of her right
hunds fs a spear, with which she is piercing the giung, Mohi:
shasur : with one of the left, she holds the tnil of . serpent amd
the hair of the giant, whoss breast the serpent s bitmg,  Heke
other hands are ull stretched behind her head and flled with
different instruments of war. Agamst her right leg limns adion
and against heg left, the above giant.  The images of Luckes,
Samswathl, Kartick and Gannesh are very frequently mads
and. placed by the side of the poddess” The majestic
diportment of the goddess, with her three eyes and ten
arms, the warlike attitude in which she i3 represented, her
sangoinary chamcter, which was the terror'of all other gods,
anil the mighty exploits (far surpassing In feats of strength,
cotrage and heroism, those of the Greek Hercules)) all com-

hine to give her an importance in the eyes of the people
which s seliom vouchsafed to any other deity. Even
Brannal, Fichwoo and Skiva the Cregtor, Prescever and Des-
wroyer of the world, were said to have propitiated her, and
K Chnyeder, the deifind hero, invoked her afd in hiz contest
with Ravana, and as he warshipped her in the month of
Oectaber, her Toopuh has, from that particular circumstance,

been ever after appointed to take place in that period of the:

&
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year® A short description of this festival, the preliminary rites
with which it is associated, nnd the rational excitement and
hilarity which its periodical return produces among the people,
will not be altsgether uninteresting to European readers
Twenty-one days before the commencement of the
Doorga Poojih festival, 2 preliminary rite, by way of gurifying
the body and soul by means of ablution, is performed. Therite
i called the “Aapar paklaya furpen” 5o called from = taking
place on the first day of Pratigad and ending on the filteenth
day of Amdbaskys, an entire fortnight, immediately preceding
the Dedipabbpa during which the Poojali is celebrated. 1t gener-
ally falls between the fifteenth of September, and the fifteenth
of October. As already observed, this: popular festival, called
Deoorga Poujah in Bengal and Dussera “or the ténth" in the

North-West, ulthough entirely military in its origin i univer-

sally respected, 1t Is commemorative of the dayon which the
god Rém Chunder first marched against his enemy, Rivana,
in Zanka or Ceylon for the restoration of his wife, Seeta, |
who wna deservedly reganded as the best model of devotion,
resignation and love, as is so beautifully painted by the poet :

K A woman's blissts found, pot in the smils

OF Guher, mother, friend, nar in herself:

Her hushiand is her only portion here,

Hex heaven hereafier, 17 thou indeed

Depart this day inta the forest drear,

1 will preceds, and smooth the thormy way.™

'an:h:huwmrhippntmdnmmﬂhlﬁmﬂmﬂn tinme ol the
gt wcinal ey ma.,lr.lr-:\'r_rhthmm?lrhm thair davotion, thamh this colijbim-

chalivn petority o odgin

*?qmwﬂ?mshqﬂﬂh:ﬂl&ﬁﬁﬂl&fﬂlﬂhﬂﬂhﬁﬂ.

£ 4 1In thia anglanl = Tud.. ﬂmmﬂhnﬂmﬂﬂlhmﬂ

“fistanit maiefiime mm which 1 uhn - of Iurlis nmd'l ot Eveit

!l.ﬂm: abenle to be the , He harr hﬂu: v
E‘t c;}m: pn srmnmen| Ecently 'nnu:rmm o car

M owsnla the W‘d“i’: the grear kimge of Em'gru. Iv s ovest
b= fhat 4 iy Liig b ekl uq-u.l wab wi.lh & q.i..!:
M hebd the chiel domiuion o, Tatiks whont’ aihes iz
wigtoriom o= f'rt.r-hj over every meebm s ) mnil o hlm:m -rith ﬂm
osntncs beyond (e Bramapum. i distiacdly lo be tracsd n the Nawapana.”

"1
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In the momings of Aper pakbaye, for fifteen days con-
tinually, those who live near the sacred stream gu thither
with 4 smull copper-pan and some tee! seeds, which they
sprinkle on the water 2 short intervals, while repeating the
farmule in-a state of half immersion. To a forsigner quite
utiacquainted with the meaning of these rites, the scenc is
well calenlated to impress the mind Wwith an idea of the
oxceeding devoredness of the Hindoos in obeerving their reli-
gious ordinances.  The holy water and teel seeds which pre
sprinkled are inteided as offerings to the manes of ancestors
for lourteen generations, that their souls may cofitinue to
etijoy repuse toall cternity. The women, though some of
them are in the habit of bathing in the holy stream every
morning, are, however, precluded by their sex frum taking
4 part in this ceremony, Precisely on the last day of the
fortnight, 4. e, an the Amabdshre, as if the object were attain
wl, the rite of ablution ends; followed by another of a more
comprehensive chiaracter, On this particular day, which is
called Afokdloyd,* the living again pay their homage to the
memory of the fourteen penerations of their ancestors by
making them offerings of rice, fruits, sweetmeats, clothies,
curded milk, and repeating the incantations said by the prist,
at the conclusion of which he takes away all the articles.
presented and recoives his Jtbrking of one Rupes for his
frouble.  Apart from their superstitious tendency, thess.
anniversasies, are not without their beneficial effectst.  They
rend, fn no-small dismree, to inspire the mind with a religious
venetition fur the memory of the departed worthies, and' hy
the law of the assoefation of ideas not unfrequently hring:
to recollection their distinctive features and Individual
characteristica

Same aristocratic families that have been ohserving Uus
festival for @ long sexies.of years, begin their Kslae or pechi-

= *Thin i abw the day which s wiligerty celled the Kl Akl ssabliley di=y
uiipe planbitn il ae oo in inttveee quisibics for offzrings 1 rega
M N
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miigary rite on the ninth day of the decrease of the moon, when

"al eprthen water pot callad edar® o placed | In & ronm ealled

Eodanghecr,duly consecratod by theofficiating priest,who, assint-

‘gl by two other Brahming, invekes the Hlesiing of the deity by

readitg & Sanakrit work, ealled Chimder, which rolates the nu
merous tdoeds and exploits of the goddess.  1t4s a notewarthy
finct thist the Brakimin, who repeats the aame of the god), Modls
povedinn, ssemis, to all appearance, to be alworbal in metal plis,
traction.  With closed eves and moving finger, not unlilee the
Ricks of old, he, a5'jt were, Jialiing tp look ki the eqtemml
world, From early in the moming till 10 o'dlock the worship
biefure the carthen pot is continuad, and the officiating pricsist
are sirictly prahibited from using b, (rice) taling mare than
onemeal & day, or slecping with their wives, a=if that wonld be
an act of unpardonable profunation. “This striet mgrdne & to be
obseryed by tham until the whole of the cerémunial i5 vom-
pleted, on the tenth day of the new woon. 1t should be mens
titted here that the majority of the Flindixs begin thsie 2pe, o
preliminary rite, on pretfsed, o the beginning ol ilienew, mean,
when almost every town and villsge respunds with the sound
of_gonch, bell and pong, swakening lutent religious emolions,
and evoking agwinansy, (songs or insgural fnveestions) which
decply affect the hearts of Dowrga's devout followers:. Some of
these rhythmic effusions are exceedingly pathetic. Tyisl ] could
give & speciimen liere of these songs divested of their idolitrons
tinge.but lamatraid of offendingthesanof my European resdera
The Brahming] a5 & rule, commencs their Sdpe on the
sixth day or ane diy only previoos to the bogiming of the
o b s i e e e Pt v iy =
ey emevgpyy, st (o oy wl allip bricucte,
iy i i et e ke
Vi o, temwrver, hide iy e ey Sxieinct 5. iy WP
= Fovts bt Yhe obmiyvaies of 't meligion paebimimrey, tie Codhoiim

allvastage of Ilicis ssporion caete, am) cortll e digs st ol Wb (5 coder U s

eypese,  Lvery thing |6 sliowable in (elr coen, ,
lh!rﬂﬂi.i!imm?h‘:tmuﬂm,_ i ““-"mﬁfrmlqh”

-
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grand poojal on the setenth day of the new moon. From.
the commencernent of the fnitial rite, what theilling scnsations
of ditight are awakened in the bawm of the yotng bays and
girls! Every moming and evening while the ceremony i3
being solemnized, they seramble with each othee to gel
steiking the gong and Kavwr which produces 3 harsh, deaféhi-
ing sound. Their exeitement Increases in proportion to'the
nearer approsch- of the: festival, and the [mpresalon which
they this receive In their early days. Is not entirely. effaced
even after thoir minds are regenerated by the ipresistilile light
of truth. The females, too, manifest mingled scnyations of
delight and reverence. 10 they are incapable of sriking the
gongs, they are susceptible of decp devotional feelings which
‘the solemuity of the occasion naterally mnspires.  The encie~
oling of their neck with the end of theit sarer o garment;
expressive of humility, the solemn attitude in which ey
pesst, their inaudible muttering of the pame of the gddess,
and their prosteating themeelves before the consecrated pot
in & epirit of perfect resignation, denote 3 wate of mind
fiall of wmligions lervour, or, more properly speaking, of su-
perstitions awe, which goss with them to their finnl rest-
g place. On the night of the sixth day (Shaslii) aftee
fhe incrmass of the mban, another rite s performed, which is
termod Ldidhibasser, v object breing 16 welcome theadyent of
the visihile poddess with-all necessary pamphernalin,  Anather
sacred earthén pet i3 placed in the outer cemple of the
goddess; and n yoong plantsin tree, with' 2 couple of wond
apples intended for the breast, 15 trimmed for tha néxt
morning's ablution. This plantain trce, called balizbleye, =3
designed as: a personification of Doorga in another alispe.
10ia dressed ina silk oanve, its head fa daubed with vermilion®

* Phoy errmilim e used lbmie Fermle whss fustsem 8 aliss the
prewitege of pellieg it og h%n&dhmﬂh;ii;-dyw_-‘;fd,

o Vinne
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and fs placed by the side of Gannesh. Musicians with

their panderous dhak and dkale aod sannai (flutes) are retained
from this day for five days at 12 ar 166 Rupees for the occasion.®
That music imparts a solemnity to religions service is admitted
by all, but jts harmany may be taken as an indication of the
degree of excellence and refinement to which a nation has
attained in the scale of civilization. ‘What with the sonorous
sonind of dhak and dhale, rammeai, conch and gong, the effect cans
not fail to- be impressive to & devout Hindoo mind, Exzept
Tirabimins, no one: iz allowed to wouch the idol from this night,
altet the. bellbarun, when it Is supposed life pnd animution is
imparted intoit. By the marvellous repetition of & few in-
cantations & perfectly inanimate object stuffed only with clay
and straw, and painted, varnished and omamented in all the
tawdriness of oriental fashion, 5 suddenly metamorphosed
into & living divinity. Can religious jugplery, and blind ére-
dility go farther?

It will not be out of place to say & few words here about
the embellishinents of the images As a refined taste is
being cultivated, # growing desice Is. manifested to decorate
the idols with splendid tinsel and gewgaws, which are admi-
rably calculated to heighten the magnificence of the sesne
in popular estimation. Apart from the fest of colors
presented to public view, the idols are adorned with tinsel
grnzments; which, to 8o uniutored mind, are i the highest
degree captivating. Some families that are placed in afffu-
ent circumstances; literally rack their brains to discover new
l_ru.l more gaudy embellishments which, when compared with
thase of their neighbowrs, might curry off the bubble reputa-
tion. Itis, perhaps, not genesally known that a certain cluss
of men—chiefly drawn from the lower strata of socioty—

* Thers b o sbnpulnt calecidense betwem (e Flidoos and the sucmml
I=ibon watime in uﬂmd bamuss, B bt if s wied we sm i“.hqmbh .
peiaktsrenth 10 rulighcus worskip.

h



THE DOORGA FOOJAH FESTIVAL. 1ot

suhaist on this trade ; they prepare a magnificent stock of tinsel
wares for o twelve month, and supply the entire Hindeo
community, from Calcutta to the remotest provinces and
yillages, Indeed so great is the rage for novelty and so strong
the influence of vanity, that not content with castly home
made ornaments, some of the Baboos send thelr orders to
England for new patterns, desiyms and devices, that they may
be able to make an impression on the popular mind | and
a5 English taste is incomparably superior to native taste, both
in the exéellénce and finish of workmanship as well as in
neatness and climance, the fmages that shine in new fashioned
English embellishments * are sure-to challenge the admira-
tion of the populece, On the day of Niewwjun, or Phasan
as it is vulgarly called, countless myriads of people throng
the principal streets of Calcutta, to catch a glimpse of the
celebmted  pritéimay, or images and camy the information
home- to their absent friends in the villages.

Before sunrise on Saptann, or the seventh day of the
bright phase of the moon, the officiating priest, accompanied
by bands of musicians and a few other members of the family,
proceeds harefooted o the river side bearing on his shoulder
the balabhaye or plantain tree deseribed abave with an air
of gravity as if he had charge of a troasune chest of great
value, These procesdons are conducted with 2 degree af
pomp corresponding with the other extraneois splendoitrs of
the festival, In Caloutta; bands of English: musicians, and
numbers of staff holders with high fying colors; give an
iinportance to the scenc, which is not ill suitéd to satisfy the
vulgar tuste, After performing some minor ceremonies on

14 nocbess abrznge than it wrmaenial wtisle pregred
i1 hamdy ol Enropesn snism who me scoitomed. W) :ﬂ'hn:l:m!
ey ki, i) omh =it Ih‘::uh of wihirh tug
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the banks of the river, and hathing the pluntain tree, the
processian Teturns hotne, escorting the officiaiing pilest with
his precions charge in the same way m which be was con-
veyed to the Ghit, On reaching home, the pofest, wishinghis
fest, procends to rebathe the plantain tree, ribbing oinits
biexly all kinds of scented oils ® as if to propare it for a gay,
eatyvivial party, This part of the cermony, with apjro-
priate incantations, being gone through, the plantaid e
is placed again by the side of the image of Gannesh, who
being the eldest son of Doorga, must be worshipped e
Thus the right of precedence of mnk is in full force even
among the Hindoo gods-and goddesses,

Previous to the commencement o the Sapdvind, o firdd
Yooia, the officdating pricst again consecrates the goddess
Tloorga, somewhat In the Tollowing manner: *Oh, goddess,
come and dwell in this dmage, and bless him that worships
you,” naming the person, male or femile, who is to reap the
benefit of the meritorious act. Thus, the business of giving
Hife ans! eyes to the gods being fnished, the priest, with tiss
forefingers of his right hand, touches the forehead, cheels,
eyes, brenst and other purts of the Tmiage, repeating ol thi,

while the prescribed incantation:  “May the soul of Dooma.

Tong continue to dwell in this image"  This part of the cere-
mony, which is acommpanied with music, being performed,
offetings are mide to all the pods and goddesses, == well as to
tiie companions of Doorga in her wars; which are painted in
variegated culord on the $idll ar shed over the goddess i the

form of acrescent. ‘The offerings consist principally: of amall
pieces-of gold and silver, riee, fiuits, sweetmeats, clothy, bmss:

sitenizils and @ fow other things, Thes ure arranged in large
round wooden pr brass plates, ant) & bit of Aower or &7 leaf

¥ Thes weenkad Al art sl = {yy AT whnee
h:lmhhﬁ!u depetitais o llua { r';}:hﬂr: "::imﬂnmu. %
s i oy peibriune Thes we oo (6 almos ]
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i cast ipron them to guaid wgainst their being desecmtod by
the demon Ravann, who is supposcd to take delight in insult-
ing the gods and godilesss; the officiuting prisst thon, con-
secraten them all by repenting a short mantea and sprinkling
fowers and el leaves.on themy particular regard: being had
Ao the wenship of e wholl hest of deltied acconling o I.hdr
respective povition in the Hindoo pantheont, Even the mont
suboridtinate und Insgnificant gods or companions of Doorgu
trintst he propitiated by small bits of plantain and & fow grains
of rice, which nre afterwards given to the ido) makers and
painters of the gods and godlesses.  More valuable offerings
form the portion of 'the Bralindins, who Jook apon and cizim
these s their birthright.,  Tn the evening, as in the morming,
the guddless is armin worshipped, and while the service i bring
beld the omsicians are cilled to play theic music! fngteas
ments with 8 view to add 1othe solemniny of the occnsions
It the moriing, some persons sacrifies goats amd froits, such
as pumpkin, sugar-cane, &c, before the goddess. In the pre-
sent ilay, many redpectable fumilies have discontinued the prac-
tice from a leeling of compassion towards the dumb pafmals,
though express injunctions ane faid down fn the Shastess in,
ft= favor, 1t Jaa vemarkable fact that the ideaof saevifiers ai o
religions institution taiding to effeet the remission of sin Was
almost coexistent with the first dawn of human knowledge.
The Revevend Dy, K. M. Banerjes thus writes:  *Of the in-
serutable: Will of the Almipghty, that without shedding of
Lloed (thete i no remission of sin. this, too, appears m-
fedded in ancient Ayrian tradition in the amfi o Nearings
of our ancestors.”  Next tothe Jews, this religions duty was
seripuionsly Glserved by the Brahming Names of priests,
ervrds for fire, for thase an whise behall the sicsifics were
performed; for the matesials with which they were [ﬂrﬁn‘maﬂ.
abound Ty Tanguage etymolegically Jerived from. wonls im-
.plying sacrifice, No literibiire containg so miny vosables
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reliting to sacrificial ceremonies as Sanskrit  Katyayana

says; “that heaven and all other happiness are the results of

sacificial. ceromonics.  And ft was & stereotyped idea with
the founders of Hindooism that animals were created  for

sacrifices. Nor were these in oldéen days considersd mere

offerings of meat to certain carivorous: deities, followed by
the sacrificers themselves feasting on the same, as the prac-
tice of the day represents: the idea. The various nature of
the sacrifices appears to hiive been substantially comprehend-
ol by the promoters of the institution in Indii, The sacri-
ficer believed himsell to be redeemed by means of the sacrifice
The animal sacrificed was itsell culled the sacrifice, because
it was the ransom for the soul”  If we leave Indis and go
Back to the radition-and history of the other ancient nations,
we shall find many instinces, proving the existence among
them of the scrificial rite: for the remissinn of sin wod the
propitiation of the Deity. The hecatombs of Greece, and the
memorable dedication of the temple of Solomon when 20000
oxen® and 100,000 sheep were sinin befure the altar, are too
wigll known to nesd any comment.

In these later ages, when deseneracy has mude rapid

strides amongst the people of the country, the original intens

tion of the founder of the institution being lost sight of »

* [t s deserving of nidice that thie lmnghier of ogen, com o calios = men
eliglomily frhidden tn the Hindoo Shaster.  Dlrine hogees sse pail 1o (he
spocios.  The cow e an aform of [hoosga sod callel - fi ity The
hoabeesl of Dloorgn, Shive, tided palked o an or  The very S of = cow:
W thbngs {1t & Hindos homehnlil, sl eesec the property of 2

o MT&HMIE of o ;' enarudly m m: E:llmnmidlhmul r,_uE'r_h:
Yomeng old, beaos the specles 1 oo ey . Even
uttur the advent of the English intn this oty for abare fwe- soil wn e
thoifus flindoo in 'sjt o cxclziin el Tinpicos tim= 1" whenaror he Bappoe=
L pe 4 Mussulingan Jetcher sy & gow op ol in the pecei {m duuh.ul';a
purposs,  Not g how woniler bow thW' Wity nantiTes 8o prosper-mm|
the ilail Joo 6f wach Lrrefighous acks, E sy ol detison, the il
nte called dldind or Lesfenlen ol s pepili fmilhoenn) Aoy of
I wmeh Uindoos had | powsr e woulil swriginly have ddchvoed ‘thedr
:E.mrrnm the prasyr. of theiz end pleiced It whovs the ressh ol s [l1-

. Bt alsel bn e prestt Nafipess of Lo Lokl atl
seafervpediedbenl gl 5 i

-

g

-



THE DODRGA POCTAR FESTIVAL, 10§

perverted aste has given it an essentially sensual character.
Instead of offering sacrifice from purely religious motives, it is
now made for the gratification of carnivorous appetite:  The
late King of Nuddea, Rajah Kristo Chunder Roy, though s
erthodax Hindoo of the truest 1ype, was sid to have offered ot
ane of these festivals & very largg gumber of goats and sheep
to the guddess Doorga.  “He began," says Ward, “with ane,
and, doubling the number each day, cnn}inm:d it for sixtesn
days.  On the last day, he killed 33,168, and on the whole he-
staughtersd 65,5355 animals.  He loaded Boate with the bodies
and sent them to the neighbouring Brahmins, but they could
not devonr them fast enough, and great numbers were thrown
away. Lt no one, after this, tdlus of whie scruples of the
Bralmins sbout destroying animal life and Euﬁng animal food."

Abput twelve o'clock in the day, when the moming
service Is' over, the male members of the family make their
prospannovley of offerings of flowers to thd images, repeating
an imcantation recited by the priest, for all_kinde ‘of worldly
blessings, such as health, wealth, fame, long age, childrer,
&c.  The women come in afterwards for the same hallowed
purpose, and . inaudibly recite the incantation repeated by thie
priest inside the screen,  The very sight of the fmages ghied-
dens. their hearts and quickens their throbs.  Theugh fsting,
they feel an extremie reluctance to leave the shrine and the
divinities, declasing that their hunger and thicst are gone ot
from. actual excess in eating nod drinking but from their full-
ness of heart at the presence of Ma Doorgs, Rut go thiey
must to make way for the servants to remove the offerings,
distribute them among the Brahmins and clan’ the temple
for the evening' service, at the close of which Brahmins and
other guests begin to come in and partake of the entertuins
ment® provided for the occasion.

M IS gunesully knay that csorpl the Brtimme: el prorerfanlly
. Tiw theis mﬁung Pripssities, soAsiy 3wy mguhh':‘llhh;‘muimh l@'g
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Oin the second day of the Poojah, offarings and sdcrifices
are mude in the same manper as on the first day, but this is
considered & specially holy day, being the day, as is generally
supposed, when the mighty goddess s expetted to come down
from the mount Himalaya, and cast a twinkling of her eye
Hpoty the divers off her devotees in the terrestrial
world, This day is cglléek3ofa {staniy,; Buing thesighth day

of the increase of the canid s religidusly obsenved thircufh
aut Bengal, In iten, this e tlic dsyewhen tibusand:

i sof - Hindéos, _who havie “hid
Pooiah in their houséspeooeed to Kaljghat/inthe subiirbs;
do 1ot break their FJ.&}'hL‘qu-irmk‘mg?ﬂﬁmhltﬂﬂEﬂng&mh!
goddess Kali, wholadgmitog-th™ Hinllog my thology i3]
another incarmationfifsthe godiess: Doorga. . Exceptilitile oh
ddren, almost all the niedibirs ofla’ family,  male and. femafe:
together with the hidit, fust all day, and; i the combinatign

ire itfalmust the whole night- ~Eidesly,
Leleviite’ thie’ peecious tinie to.religious
templation.  Untiitheshfula Extamy, and ts necessary. pd-
Junet Shiendya P Miaksis:fintshed, sll-areon the g o It
generally Fappenk that-this dervice is fxed by astrologery to
take place beforefnight's midmost-stillest-hour fs-past, |
natiire seems ko] Fopose in astaté-of -perfect quicsvence fand
to call forth thepréligions forvour 'of the. devotees. “Ad the

; . -
dimn 1 2 veguine Riada dinter &l Uil popufice fetival:  He comes

wissl prasirp of ond Rupée to llgﬂunr.ig_ thit fhdeasrhilid, Elllu_g b tha
oniey of (be bonse fl06° 4 (5 minmres; in pissemtod by wsy & with

ettt il pemes amd pb, g thien ey e, makiiig the stetonigpel ks ke
has many nthey planss 0 'fﬁm thi, er::ﬁ;_ mhm roviile
himaell =t hionie withe, "atock of. ghakce. exiables bl fsjlee P,
The prices ol ywectimnstl, Aubleal thf lime,
he=zune of the ferge hevrand dmi spall i 1™ (52 Mu}
the formel price of ounfecd He oudioory. b, 1 rhaes 10 Boor o rin 1he
Foolah timm, - 3k sils et fur ey e peotind, wnd withiold ullk - mo. swmdrid

Hemade 1ija the wmll":r;fmmlm- anticle of Food meemg ihe Hlales o
P!, when well made willi hmshh chasra (Gurded mifi] it has 2 Vine asze, il
is suthrely deslitnte of nuttiiive prepely, The Hindous ol the Uppe Proinesd,
however, o noe togand (he prepacslie sy pore amd smu:qu:ml\_ do ool g i,
Seemee uf iy lemivbire wlih s milhe : )
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edge of hunger is: sharpened, a Hindoo mest anxiously locks
at his watch or clock as to when the predious moment should
arrive, and s the hour draws near, men, women and chil-
dren are-all hushed into silence. Nota whisper nor a buzzing
sound Jstobeheard. All isanxeity, suspends aml expectation,
as if the arrival of the exact t'lggg, d herald the advent
ol astrges «Savicur sifte the wurﬁi,r’ﬂmld perfect silence and
Fttilhﬂa:'- almrc.afmammqmpﬁmm sound of the gun®
hich-aidounotsthe }m:m. mﬁﬂiﬂh i this most impor-
mntdofeail Povjahszis sensbagin: AA 22oon as the announce-
'mﬂ!ﬁﬂq h].h.thc‘ﬁrmyoﬁa.m?u-,.flft priest in all haste
S onsthe jwnﬂmfmﬁrﬁﬁ'm,ﬂﬂﬁr%')kcs the blessiigs of
gt 'Jucgh-rr.nna. s When the time of
' by the sound of
house are bade to
tiz and ina state
imitar, with which
Kiwparer. sara by

mhcf.gm;’nﬂ mmlrhnglmﬁlg i
‘almﬁﬁlﬁs"gﬂnst. W uimmﬂlﬁg :

x“%mmw o

mmrﬁgw of wood) ids the
hinknmih'ﬁnis!r,nﬁ’" bl lﬁb&t‘r‘;&m"Sh ld the latter cut
thes head ! oft mghit. offeut.otie ok ullidyes are turned to-
wan htmwuﬁ.lmm Bhcptiesth ]&&?t%and the Inmates
-hdhﬂ*}’":&ﬂﬂ,‘:hf‘ Avhileminddr the fifluence of
lﬁﬂ@@ﬂw t3cSndracutate ench orher on their
= lick, m:gﬂ'otﬂhw!utmd Mﬂm eYory yoir

Nor must-Lomittds mensigtliqiita secondary vites
which aré - performcd Tontthe-seténlalifofthe Poojah,  Be-
sldesatisolure rming.ahurqm]bmtﬁ-mﬁschum actually
undefgo - fiory ondeals ﬁ'hm:lt- otie=ip=this ternoon, when
the 1igUAEaRA-brttte Tinve subsided & litde; afl males being
told to goaway, the women unveiling their faces, and halding:
in each hand a sara or earthen plate of rosin, squat down

* Rich roon sre jo the babd of Ging gony for the geidanes of the panpin
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before the shrine of the goddess, and in the: posture of quasi-
peniitent sinners, implore in i forvent spirit the benediction
of the goddess on behalf of their soms, while the rosin cons
tinges to burn in slow fire. As if dead to & sense of con-
scioustiess, they remain it that trying state for more than half
an hour, absorbed, as jt wgre, in haly meditation, repeating
i their minds, at the same time, the names of their guardian
deities. ‘I‘uwmdntht ct&ﬂd’ this penitent service, 4 son is
wiked to sit on the lap of hisgnother. Bamren women to whom
Providence hag nﬂ s incstlmable blessing must go
without this domestic’ }:ﬂd’l}'*rmﬂhngm n:h%ou! comenla-
tion, and not only uﬁmm present forlom

pray for a happlerfhme Bkt blvth, A few pln £
breaxts with 2 sien ror. nail culter, .'mi offer “a
few drops of blood 2o &.}ﬂrzﬁ. under a delusion thut the
seyerss the penanés the greater the merlt Wany women
still go through this tru revaiting ordedY " Ralf Ghat,
in fulfilment of vo rm! of sickness. ¥
Asother core & goMmel By tha females on

this particular dayis theie wordhio of living: Bralimin K-

ress (virging) and matrons (sodkavas). After washing and
Wiping the fect 4f the abjects of theiv worship, with folded
tands, and, with the end of their serd rougd thelr necls, in
w reverential mood, they full prostrate Before the Brahmin
women, and crave hlessings, which, when graciously vouch-

safedl, are followed by offestngs: of sweetmeats; clothes: and:

rupees. The purpose @f this ceremony is to obtain exemp-
tion from the indeserlable misay of widowhood, and ensure
the enjoyment & domestic happiness,

O the third or list duy of the Poojah, being the pinth
day of the increase of the moon, the prescribed ritualistic cere-
monics having been performed, the officinting  priests make
the Saam and dhudinonto, a rite, the medning of which is to

present farewell offerings to the goddess for one year, adding .

L
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in & siitable prayer that she will be graciously pleased to
forgive the present shortcomings on the part of her devatees,
and vouch=afe to them her blessings in this world as well as
in the world to come, This is a vary eritical time for the
priests; because the finale of the ceremony involves the impar-
tant question of their respective gains. Weak and sclfish as
hutman natune assuredly is, sach of them (generally three ‘in
mutnber) fights for his own individual interest, justifying his
claiin on the score of the religious austerities he has' had to
undergo, and the devotional fervour with which his sacred duties
lave been discharged. Until this knotty question is satisfac-
torily solved, they forbear pronounciog thelast munter o prayer.
1t is necessary to add here that the presenty of rupees which
the numerotts guests offered to the goddess during the thice
days of the Poojah, go to swell the fund of the priest, to
which the wosshipper of the idal must add a separate sum,
without which this act of merit loses its final rewand in a
future state. The devotes must sutisly the cupidity of the
priests or ran the rsk of forfeiting divine mercy. \Wihen
.the problem is ultimately solved in faver: of the officiating
pricst who actually makes the Poejah, and sums of money
are put into the hands of the Brahmins, the last prayer is
read, 1t is not perhaps generally known that the icome
the lmdinn ceclesiastics thus derive fram this soue supparts
thein for the greater part of the year, with a little guin.in
money or kind from the lamnd they ouwn.

The last day of the Poojah is attended with many offer-
ings of poats, sheep, buffaloes* and fruits.  The arca before
the shrine becomes a sort of slaughter house, slippery with
gore and mire, and resounding with the. cries of the d:,"il'-;;'
victims, and the still more vociferous shouts of " M, Ao

*'I'h:ﬂnhd'h;ﬂ':lmhmlmir weapers, shoestalictd, &c, who
ihines oaarred (or the Z-ghw:ﬂmia-h. Thes smzt wlily
x:u;lipndﬂnt'ﬂ:w 1
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uttered by the rabble amidst the discordant shund of gongs
and drums. Someof the deluded devotess, losing all sense
of shame and decency, smear their bodies (ram head to foot
with this bloody mire, and begin to dance before the poddess
and the assembled multitude like wild furies. In this staté
of bestinl fanaticism, otterly ignoring the ordinary rulés of
public decorum, and litérally intoxicated with the glory of the
meritorious-act, the deluded mob, preceded by musicians,
procesd from one house todnether in the neighbourhood where
the image has been set up, sing obscene songs, and otherwise
make indecent gestures which are alike an outrage on public
morals and common decency. When quite exhausted by
these abominable orgies, they go and bathe in a river or &
tank, and return home, thinking how to make the most of the
last might, Should any sober-minded person remonstrate
with them on their foolish conduct, the sterestyped reply
Bs—"thizs is Mokaomare Bazar and the last day of the Poojah,
when all sorts of tomfoolery and revelry are justifiable,” The
sensible portion of the community, it must be mentioned, keep
quite aloof from such immoral exhibitions.

However great may have been the veneration or the

depth of devotional feeling in which the Doorga Poojah was

held among the Hindoos of bygone ages; it iz certain that
in the lapse of time this and all other national festivals have
lost their original religious character, and in the majority of
cases degenemated into profanities and impure orgies, which
renew the periodical license for the unrestrained indulgence of
sensuality, not to speak of the dissipation and debauchery
which it usually beinga in its train, Except a fow patriarchal
Hindoos, whose minds are deeply imbued with religious. pre-
possessions as well as traditional proclivities; the generality
celebrate the Poojah for the sake of nume and fame, no less
than for the purposss of amusement, and for the satistaction

of the women and children, who still retain, and wil| continue ,

-
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todo so for a-1nng_ti1;:r; to come, a profound veneration for
tlie old Deorga Uttssh. Apart from the children, whose
minds are susceptible of any impression in their nascent
stute, the women are ‘the main prop of the idolatrous
institutions and of the colossal superstructure of Hindoo
superstition, If T am pot much mistaken, it was (o satisfy
them that such distinguished Hindoo Reformers as the late
Hshoas Dwarkeynauth Tagore, Prosenocoomar Tagore, Roma-
nauth Tagore, Ram Gopal Ghose, Digumber Mitter and others
culebrated this Poojah in their family dwelling houses, How
fiur they were morally justified in countenancing this popular
festival, it is mot for me to say. ~The fact speaks for fisell
Even in the present time. when Hindoo society i being pro-
foundly convalsed by heterodox opinions, not a few of my
enlightened countrymen otserve this religious festival, and
spened thousands of rupees on it celebration. There are,
however, a féw redesming features in connection with this:
annual demonstration, which ought to be prominently no-
ticedd.  First and foremost, it affords an excellent opportunity
for the exercise of benevolent feelings |* secondly, it materi-
ally contributes to the-promotion of annual reunions, brothesly
featernization, and to the gencral encoursgement of tiude
throughont Bengal,

The very great intercst which Hindoo females foel in the
periodical retuen of this grand festival, is known to every one
who is at all conversant with the existing state of things in-

* Tho late Rajah Rajkisen Bahadwez, Haboo Saplireen Sing, Ramdoolal
D:f. Shilierruin Gluse, Prankisen Holdar, the Mullick family, the i::hn.l Larily
af [thiesshooylash and oihesm, spmi tange suwma of moncy from pear 1o ﬂqr 0 giving
lothes, foail sl money tos very banm mmmber of meit, ol Hle i
mtiers Erue J=il oo payieeht of thein debts,  Any te ¥
cestafnly an 22t of greut sieril for which the domon ntrre well of Ehe oprminigy,

Tit our duys there aoe wrversl Haboos who da the mms end Vit seale, hat *
the nabie of Habeo Torecknueih Pursmemick of Kessiipareah dessrves &

putice. Natmmily enswmming el smanilytize, ks ebageter b -

i hin Exipsshoogeed E i spnivenady of Leoga
.I‘Lpi-.:h.. - e v, ;mndﬂn!mﬁm atrid 10 humilieds and
houssnibi of oot perple witliout datiscties of eads o ceed, O the cccasiun
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this-country.  In the numerous districts and villages of Bengal
inpugural preparstions are made for the celebration of this anni-
versary Tite presisely from the day on which the Juggemauth
car it dmwn, v Azsar, from the date of the festival of Ruth
Jattra, that Is far about four months befare the date of the
Diorga Poojuh.. While the fasmeer, or the image maker,
is engaged in making the Bamboo frame-work for the images.
the women in the villuges devote their time to cleaning and
storing the rice, paddy, different kinds of pulse, cocoanuts, and
other products of the farm, all which are required for the ser-
vite of the godildiss, Ten times a day they will go to the temyple
to sce what the Koomar is doing. Not capable of writing, nar
having any idenof *Letts' Diaries,! they note down in thefe
minds the dally progress of woark, and Teel an ineffable pleasire
in communicuting the glad tidings to cach other. When duy.
by day the straw forms are converted into clay fipures; and they
are for the first time plustersd over with chalk and fhen
painted with variegated colors, the hearts of the females leap
with. joy, and agam when the completed Images are bejpp
‘decomted with ducd armaments or tinsel ware, their exhilamtion
knows no bounds. In the fulness of anxiety, the mistress:
ol the house divecting her attention o whal | more s
vt wanted for the due completion of the Poojah, rehakes:
the master for his. apparent neglect somewhat in the fols
lowing manner: * Where is' the dome sujad, (basketwire) ?
Where is the boomar sufal, (puttery)? Where are the spices
anit clothes? Where are the sidoprolugey and sandry other
thiivgs fir the Berasdalia ' Adding that these is no time to

of the Themzs Festival Tie srerdli] st brewnd Riiw Gt ol -poililloy shent
B s sl that wll thee s preple whe exeme ba bis donr bave hoen duiy peo-
wides} with ool sl copprers For three nighis this djnndbaiios of Al canfinnes,
"Thi pabilic ol Teftre lua lctes B olosex! ey ool of the police for the !
modill= o Fle v sin timioe Tn 3 momth b ey adl's

he: lg
thatt coms ta hie - fumce fhe Fame of his an‘mi fa 1l fzz ..,5 uff'""
be ls sanamesl Tarrek Baboa, "ilie samg™ or l'.l'nJ:!trﬂ:'1 —a dlsrim::i;- wh‘ﬂl;,ﬂ.

the more opnbmr of ki costtymen (et thers sre wor w few) shanlil veel 1o
[0 H

L



THE DOORGA POOJAH FESTIVAL, 13

e Jost, the Poojihi 1s near at hand. The husband acquiescing
in what the wife says msures her that everything shall be
peocuted by Saturday or Sunday next.

On the first day of the pew moon, when every Hindoo
in the city becomes mare or less busy on account of his
official, domestic anil religious engagements, the lady of the
hotese 38 chiefly occupied with making suitable armrigemeants
for Fizawa or presents, first to her son-it-law and then to hes
gther relatives, o subject on which T shall have to =say a few
words il its proper place. On the eve of the sixth day of
the new moon, when the gramd Poojah may be said to
commence, the females, consigning all their past sormows to
whlivion, feel 3 sort of elusticity, hopefulnessy dnd confilence
which afmest tnvoluntarily draw forth from the cleptl'la of their
hearts, feslings of joy and ecstacy. Even a virgin widow,
whose grief is yet fresh, forgets her miseries for awhile, and
cheerfitlly mingles in the jubllee. She forms part and parcel
of the domestic slsterhood, and for the five days of hor life at
least, her settled sadness gives way to pleasing sensations, and
thotgh forbidden by a cruel priesthood to lead her hand to
the ceremonial, she nevertheless goes up to the goddess and
prays in a devotional spirit for u better future.  Amidst sich
a scene of universal hilarity, supplemented by & confident
hope of cterhal beatitude, it ‘is quite nutural that Hindoo
fisminles, socially divorced from every other innocent T
ment, should feel & deep, sinceye and intense intevest-in such
a national festival which possésses the twolold advantages of
a religious ceremony and a-social demonstration.  None but
the most eallons hearted can remain [l iffierent.  Men, women
and children, belicvers and unbelievers, are alike avercome by
the force of this- religions anniversary. The [emales go tn
the temple at all hours of the day, and feast their eyes
upon the eaptivating figure of mighty Doorga and her
¢lorlous satellites  Nar dis they stave ar her with: & vacant

i
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mind ; each has her grievance to represent, her wish to
express | prayer in'a fervent spirit is offered to the goddess
for the redress of the one and the eonsummation of the othes.
Should r son die prematurely, should a husband sufier from
any difficulty, should a son-im-law be not trise to his wife, should
a danghter be doomed to widowhood, the females wrestle
fard in prayer for reliel and amelioration. On the fourth
ot Bijoya day, when the image is to be comsigned to the
fiver, obe takes away a bit of the consecrated wgly® ) 2
second, the dlappurer sara, ot the sacrificial carthen plate;

a third, the crushed betel £+ a fourth, the sacred Allaw leaves,

and =0 on; cach forms a sacred trust, and all ant preserved with
the greatest possible care, as the priceless heirloom of &
benigoant goddess.

Haying briefly described the main features of this refi-
gious festival, T will now endeavour to give a short account of
the ather circumstances connected with it. In the house of
s Brahmin, Khickree, rice; dhail, fish ani vegetahle curries,
together with sweetmeats and sour milk are given to the
guests; chiefly in the day time during the three Podin days
Many Hindoos, whose religious scruples will not allow them
o kil 3 goat themselves, genemlly go to the houze ol a Brih-
min—but not without an cight anns piece or a Rupte—to
satisfy thelr carnivorouts appetite during the Poojah, It is
very creditable to the women of the sacerdotal class that
three or four of them undertake the duty of the geisine, and
feed from 5ix to cight humdred persons for three days sboees-
gively. As fish is not acceptalile to Doarga, neither cooked
poat’s and sheep's flesh, o separate kitchen is st apat for the
purpose of cooking meat of sacrificed annimals, Brakmin

* An Fephile o busch of doorva jpress tied ap =t ihe s ailhos with
woétam ar 8 alip of plaluesin [saf. “Tus or thews ol Sk silles mhml[:. ::'-]:
& o the crown ol the goddess and twa oo her fwo foes, Tt haw

1aith pibly and besmeartd with sandel woodgwster dod vemilllon, 1
& sscesd sffening and someqeeiily preserved [ selemn scnmelons,

r L\.q—,.f |\.(I:.:. b Shd R --‘.
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women, s 4 rule, cook rermarkably well. Their long expe-
fionce In the elinary art, their hubitaal cleanliness, their un-
divided attention to their duty, and above all, the religious awe
with which they prepare food for the fuddess; give guite
relfih o every thing they make. Nor is this all Their devation
andl eammestness is %o great that they cannot be persunded
to cat any thing ootil all the guests are fully satisfied, anil
whit is <l mare commendable, they Jook to no other fewank
for their trouble than the fancied approbation of the goddess;
and the satisfaction of the guests.  Itis not before nine w'elock
At might that they become disengaged, after which they bathe
ngmin, change clothes, say their prayers to the goddess, and
thicn think of appeasing their hunger.  Stmple and. unartifical
iy they naturally are, they, being mostly widows, anc quite
content with hubizki wang, which igas of yore the foud of the
Hindoo iskis or saints, It consists of ausd rice, of rice from
unboiled paddy, green plaintain and dhall, all boiled in the
game pot. Of course a large quantity of ghee is alifed 1o it
and at the time of eating milk is taken, These Brahmin
women are, indeed, mistreises of the culinary art, if the
bill of fare is not long, yet the dishes they mike are generlly
very palatable.  The truth is, they practically fllow the
trite ssying, “what is worth doing at all, is worth doing

n well® Thoir simplo recipes always prodice appetising and
wholesome: dishes, they are thrifty housewives. Tt inust be
adinitted that sinplicity is not meanness, nor thriftiness &
Failt.

In the house of a Kayasta or Swidra, whose female
members, it must be'ulserved, are genemily more indolently
inclined, and whose style of living s consequently  moye lux-
urious, thie food offered o the guests consists :hic.ﬂ}' of diffor-

| ant kinds of sweetmeats, fruits, fockecs, yegetable citrries; B,
» Four or fve days before the Poojali begins, professional
Bealimin sweetmeat:makers are employed to make the neces-

IL- e
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A

sary arrangements at home, the Fﬁ“:':iiﬁ’ i“wm ﬂql‘lil.i!l:_l h <

being flowr, suoee, hatien, (gram fried and powdered) safai
(pounded rice) sugar, spices, almonds raisims, & Not &
sonl is permitted, not even the muster of the house, Lo 'terich
“gnd much less taste these articles® before they are religiously
offeeed to the goddess in the first Instance and afterwards to
‘the Brahmins., Tn these “feast days" of the Poojuh in and
about Cileutta, where nearly five hundred pradinas or images
are set up, every respectable Hindoo, as has been cibserved
bhefore, is previously provided at home with an adequate supply
of 21l the necessaries and hixuries of life that would last about
R monith of &, it being considered nnpropitious then to be
wanting in any store, save fruit and fish, Thisaccounts fag
a gencral disinclination on the part of the wellto-do Haboos
1 pastake of any ondinary entertalnment when visiting the
goddess at a friend's house, but to the Bralimins and the pover=
ty-stricken classes this is'a glorious opportunity for “gorging.’
The despicable practice to which 1 have alluded elsewhore
of carrying & portion of the jajpan (Tood) hame is largely
resirted to on this occasion. Tt 5 certainly a refic of
barbarisin, which the growing good sense ol the people vught
1o eschew.

The night of the ninth day of the increase of the moon
is a grund night in Bengal, It is the mabawes ridter, ngd
modesty is put to the blush by the revelry of the hour. The
hotses of the rich become as bright as the day, costly chan-
deliers, hanging lamps and wall lights burning with gas, bril-
lidntly lHuminate the whole mansion, while the walls of the
Boptackhana or sitting room are profusely adorned  with
English and French paintings and engravings, exhibiting
certainly. not the best specimens of artistic skill, but sin-

* Motwt msle thisgy are, in the Joug qus, cheaper s more prefecdile (o

: i:.! gurytomable prodocts of the marke, which ae et anly infeode 'I;qul_tz-

e winiw o b amliject 1o dufilement, beldp erpesal ol =l to peeple
all cxgres, - Tha detiarts (i e dssclute pum; of Alie prepeesien,
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N itarly caleulited o extort tho pladits of the iiterate,

because engravings and pictures are the books of the unleamesd,
who are more easily impressed through the eye than the ear.
All the rooms and antethambers.are frequently Rurished in
Eutopean style. Splendid Brussels or Agra carpets ace sproud
an the Moors of the tooms, a few of which, as il by way of
comtraat, have the ordinary white cloth spread, on them,
Nur are hanging Punkhas wanting. In one of the spaciots
hislls, sits the Baboo of the house, surrounded by courtiers
pandering to his yanity, Indolently reclining on a bolster,
and leisurcly smoking his @bellad with & long winding mal or
pipe, hall dizzy from the effects of last night's revelry, he
fecls loath to speat much. Like an apinm. E3tes, he falls
shtoa sesta, whilst the Punkah & moving incessanthy. I
i artholox Hindoo, freed from the besetting viee of drinking
and awnke to all that is, going on around him, before him
are placed the Dacea silver filagres worked atterdan and
golappass, as well as the pamdan with lots of spices and betel
in it On entering the room, the olfactory nerves of a visitor
sie sure to be regaled with fragrant odours At interyali
tese water |5 sprinkled on the bodies of the guests, and
weak spiced tobaccn is served them every fiftcen minutes,
thie erirrent topics of the day forming the subject of conver-
sation. Al thls is surely vain ostentation angd superfluity.
So far the arrangements and reception of friends are gt~
tially ortental, the manmer of sitting, the mode of converss=
tiof, and the way in which otto of roses, rose waker and
betel are given to guests are Mahomedan and Hindoo-like,
bt thepeis mmhing-bapond this: here arthodoxy ie virtually
proscribied and hetesodoxy practically proclaimed, Whili the
officiating priests and the female devotees gre affering their
prayers to the presiding goddess, the Baboo, a liberal Hindoo,
lotigs to retire to his prsvat room. perhaps an the thicd storey,

 ut the entrance of which & guand is placed to keop ofi ufiwiel-

w
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tome visitors, that he might partake of refreshments supplicd

friends.  Tlic room I3 farnished after Enropean fashion, ehaics,
tables, sofas, cheffiniors, cheval plass, sideboard, ;.E'cm :
glass and silver and plated ware, knives, forks and spoons
and T know not what more, are all arranged in proper onler,
and friends of congenial tastes have free access, First cliss
wines and viands; such as Giesler'’s champagne, Heatly's P'ort
and Sherry, Exshaw's Brandy No, 1. Crabbies (Ginger wine,
Bast's best bottled beer, exda water, lemonade, ice, Hintley
and Palmer's mixed biscuits, manilta cigars, cakes and frnits
- heaps, poflemay, farma, dupta, Fiflya, roast fowl, ‘cutlets,
mutton chop aml fowl cury® are at yaur séevice, and an
Erglish visitor is not an unwelcome guest.  Lowccher, Swadesh
mitioye, burfl, racagpallaly sittowog, &, the ordinary foott of
the Hindoos on festive days, are at 4 discount.  The Gmt
Eastern Hotel Company should be thankful for the large
orders which the Hindoo aristocracy of Caleutta and its
suburbs favor theme with durdng this grand festival, The
taste for the English style of living is not a plant of recent

by an English Purveying Establishment with a few ?
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'i lb- growth. It has: besn gorminating since the days of John
+ "~ Company, when lodia merchantmen enjoyed the manapoly of
the foreign teade of the country, when the highest puthorities

of the land had no religious s

ruplés as Christians to be

present at 3 Hindoo festival, when, in fisct, Hindoo million-
gires were wont to indulge in lavish expenditure® for the

purpase of pleasing their new E

uropean  misters Leaving

aside the dignity and gravity of the clerigal profession for &
while, the Reverend Me, Ward was induced out «of curiosity
o pay & visit to the palatial mansion of the Shoba Bazar
Rajahs of Caleutta on the last night of the Poajith.

“ In tho year 1806, says he, I was present it the wor-

ship of this goddess, as performed at the house of Rajah
Rajkishnu at Caleutta, The buildings where the festival was
hield were on four sides, leaving an area in the middle The
foom to the cast contained wing, Euglish swoetmeats, &

lfeci ol assly impresslons produced by ihe religipus véneratinn by which  cow
i betd smmanis the Hislees " The s oun mm'“ﬁ; au eminemt
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eame visiturs, that he might partake of refreshments supplied
by an English Purveying Establishment with a few select

friends.  The rodm {3 furnishd after Europesn fashion, chairs,

tables, sofas, chefiuniers, cheyal plass, sideboard, picturss,
gluss and silver and plated ware, knives, forks and SpooOns;
and I know not what more, are all atrangad in proper apler,
and friznds of congenfal tuites have free access, First class
wines and viands, such as Giesler's chmngne, Heatly's l‘m:
mnd Sherry, Exsliaw’s Brandy No, 1. Crabbie's Ginger wine,
Basd's hest hattled - besr, soda water, lemomade, fee, Hintley
and Palmer's mixed biscuits; manilla cigars, cakes and fruits
in- heaps, palorvay, barwi, Fapla, Kallya, roast fowl, cutlees
mutton chop and fowl curry,® are st your fervice, and an
English visitor is not an unwelcome puest.  Lovckes, Sunidesh
mitluge; burfl, vasomdlak, sittavor, &e, the ordinary food of
the Hindoos on festive days, are st a discount. 'The Great
Eastern Hutel Company should be thankful for the lansm
orders which the Tindoo aristocrcy of Caleutta and its
stuburks favor then with during this grand festival. The
taste for the Enplish style of fiving is not a plant of recent
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.
—1— growth. It has bezn germinating since’ the days of Juhn
* Company, when India increhantmen enjoyed the manupoly of
the Toreign trade of the country, when the highest authorities
of the tand had no religious soruples as Christians to be
presest at Hindoo festival, when, in fact, Findoo million-
aires were want to indulze In lavish expenditure® for the
purpose of pleasing their new European masters. Leaving
aside the dipgnity and gravity of the clerical professian for a
 while, the Reverend My, Ward was induced eut of curiosity
to pay o visit to the palatin} mansion of the Shoba Hazar
Rajahs of Calcutta on the last night of the Poojal.

# Ln the year 1806, says he, *I was present at the war=
elip of this goddess, as performed at the house of Rajah
Rajkishnu at Calcutta.  The buildings whero the festival was
held were on four sides, leaving an area: In the middle, The
mom to the east contained  wine, Englfsﬁ:aﬂmmmu;&a,
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for the enterntainment of English guests, with a native Por-
tuguese or two to wait on the visitors.  1n the Opposite reom
wa placed the froage, with vast heaps of all kinds of offerings
before it.. In the two side moms, ‘were the native puests, and
in the area groups of Hindoo dancing women, finely: dressed,
singing, and dancing with slespy sLEps, -surrounded  with
Enropeans who were sitting o chairs and couches One or
twa groups of Mussulman-men singers entertained the c¢ams=
pany at intervals with Hindoosthanee songs, and ludicsnis
tnicks. - Before two o'clock the place was eleared of the danc-
ing girls, and of all the Europeans except ourselvey, anil
almost all the lights were extinguished, except iy front of
the goddess—when the doors of the area were theown  open,
and aivast crowd of natives rushed in, almast treading one
upan another, among whom were the vocal singers, haying
on long: caps like sugar loaves, The arsy might be about
fifty cubits long and thirty wide. When the crowid had sa1
down, they were so wedged together as to present the
appesrance of asolid pavement of heads, a small space only
being leit immediately before the image for the motiohs of
the singers, who all stocd up. Four sets of singers were
present on this occasion, the first cansisting of Brahmins,
(Hurw Thatoor), the next of bankers, ( Bltuvannndy ), the
next of bosshbuvas, (Nitaee), and the last of wewongs,
(Zudshwee ) who entertalned theiy BuEsts with filthy -songs
and danced In indecent artitudes before the goddess, hald-
ing up their hands, turning round, putting forward their
heads towands the image, every now and then beting
their bodies, and almant tearing their throats wWith theli vo.
cifrations.  The whole scene produced on My mind sensations:
of the greatest horror, The dress of the singers; their inde-
cent gestures, the abaminable nature of the songs, (especially.
#hapeer) the horrid din of their miseralile dium, the lateness
of the ‘hour, the darkijess of the Place, with. tiie reflection

a
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that T was standing in-an idol temple;, and that this immense
multitude of rational and immortul croatures, capable of
superior joys, werein the very act of worship, perpetrating
a crime of high treason against the God of heaven, while
they themselves believed they were peeforming an act of merit,
excited ideas and feelings in my mind which time can never
ohlitérate, [ would have given in this place a specimen of
the songs sung before the fmage, but found them so full of
broad obscenity that 1 could not copy a single line, All
those actions which a sense of decency keeps out af the
most indecent English songs, are here detailal, sung, and
lnughed at, without the least sense of shame, A poor ballied
singer it England would be sent to the house of correctian,
and flogged, for performing the meritorfows actions of these
wretched idolaters®  The singing is continued for three days
from two a'clock in the morning till nine”

It Is & noteworthy fact that in those days when Bengal
was n the zenith of its prosperity and splendour, the Gover-
nor-General, the members of the Council, the judges of the
Supreme Coyrt, and distinguished officers and merchants, did
not think it derogatory to thelr dignity, or at all calculated
to compromise their character as Christians, 1o honor the Ra-
jalhs with thefr presence during this festival, but since the

days of Daniel Wilson, the highly venerated Lord Bishop of

Calcutta, who must have expressed his strong disapprobation
of this practice, these great men have ceased to-attend. At
present bt & few young officers, Gptains of ships in the port
and East Indians may-be seen to go to these nautches, and a5 5
necessary consequence of this withdrawal of countenance, the
putward splendour of the festival has of late considerably
diminished, Seeing the apparent approval of idalatrous

* ) The vesdur will srcaliect that the festivals of Bacchim amil Cybele. were
equally noted fir the indecencies practived by the wurdippess bolh in their

Q

- wands anil 2ckiom, ™
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ceremonies by some Europeans; a cansciemtions Christian anes
exclaimed : 1 am not ashamed to confess that | fear
more for the continuance of ‘the British power in India,
from the encouragement which, Englishmen have given 1o
the ilolatry of the Hindoes, than from any other quarter
whatever" *

As regards the other amusements at this popiler festival,
a lew wonds about the Indian paard (dancing) girls may
ot beout of place here.  These women have no sociul status):
their principles are ‘as loose as their charicter i fmmoral,
They are brought up to this disreputable profession from
their infancy., They Wave no hushands, and many of them
are never marrie.  The Native Peinces, and "'M“F"".- rich
remindars and persons In afffuent circumstances, the capacity
of whose intellect is as stinted as its culture iz scatity, have
been their great patrons. Devold of & taste for reading and
writing, they managed to drive the ennui of their lives by
the songs of these dancing girls. Great were the rewanls
which they sametimes received at the hands of the Native

* The RBeverenil Me Maarice, 3 s clemgrman, who' Gail never . sen
ihwrse weremonics, ﬁllrmf::ni to paint them I the moud copistiing ommes,  Shold
e thindl thud Nimdoo iiloldtey & vemalile of extitiing the st slpraleld: conmeps
Himes atmut the godheond and besting tihe mind io Yhe tran path o ghleonmnes,
ez i eome Join the Hvahming sl theie mumeruy. dermitess by Tyl
Wilume Bolet Mumres Bole ! Joy | 2! Jor KoBpt™ “aafp Fﬂ'l'h'-ﬁ
Bitaamues: FUI, In b elegant mssemm of tilion waftios, sumben fwi ofjle
Bedle that Bave besn sl In evothen Lo iy Qteabiniee, They #rE great euit-
asul g ol thew |y particilat sppeans to be' of very h =ntiqulty, i

mach lﬁ:l.nldmf_:h: cup of the Totas, guil (he tone of 1 L

Iy anil melocdionn. | oeobd “not gwvodd ﬁug deepdy sfocted with the soani)
i =iy nhrhhimﬂ beez, H‘.'t“l]uﬂl;l' [ el t;u kimiile :h:ulh;im of that
wiperitition which ve attem = extomadvely- 1 iinfald. h:-m:d
thoughts mavelbod back e e L::mlr?m'wl wlen Highmin u‘:l{ghn il
Enachi: i adl s sjilenibonr 1o the cavermn o Elephania s T wad, for s mumint, s
tranted, and caught the cetour of suthuslasine A lsibe of symerabie a
wpad is Howing siobes, nnd decosated with Kigh tharss, seemnt abvied ol
1hye w-nlc it #F Snltlatlon vitwriod by my enrs T lacthedl e sir

tie Fichesr porfinies, anil contemplatil thy -J;h: I 't Fire Ll qm
T Anl agaln, in molher place, "B, {ibe Hindoo saligien) wes the
shmiliode of o APl arad wmaloont cherly from Hesvin, licitring an his Fm.u,.
.m ﬁn M wceznty  of parioo Al pumsr anl oy Ble sl =g bemefuction
| mslng.” Whot srasps Salluciestions same 0F these Chis ‘minditers
Inbaitr mmder in ltlm{lﬁng i veseazile the 4o of idilatry with Oime fo the
Trow ool Ldvbag Gl :
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kingy in thelr palmy days, When a Principality groaned under
extravaganee and Riancial embsrrassment, these bewitching
guls were entertamed at considerable expense to drown the
cares of statecralt and king-craft. Even the most astote
prince was not free from this courtly profligacy. Though
these girls often basked in the sunshine of royal favor, yet
there was not a single Jesny Lind amoug them either in
grace or accomplishment. Ay regirds thelr income, a girl has
been known to refuse ten thousand Rupees for performing
three nights at the Naiims Conrt. When Rajah Rajlidssen
of Soblia Bazar, the Singhee family of Jorasanko, and the
Dey family of Simla, celebeated these Poojahs with great
pomp, duncing girls of repute were retained a moath previ-
ous to the festival at great cost, varving from 300 to 1000
Rupees cach for three nights. Now that those proiperons
days are gone by, and the big English officials do not con-
descend to attend the nautch, the amount has been reduced
to filty Rupees or a little more. Their: general attire and
gestures, as well as the nature and tendency of their sangs,
are by no means unexceptionable. These auxiliaries to
sensual gratification, combined with the allurements of
Bacchus, cven in the presence of a deity, are the least of
all fitted tor animate or quicken devotional feelings: and
prayerful thoughts.

Theatrieal pedormances from the popilar dramas of
the Indian pocts, and amatewr jinttras, pantomimical exhibi-
otk also contribute largely 1o the amusement of the people.
The old Bidday Savnder, Manavanjua, Duxlla [ugen, and
others of n similar churacter are still relished by pleasure-
seehers and holiday-makers. It i however, one of the
healthy signs of the times that native gentlémen of histrionic
taste have recently got up amateur performances, which: bear
i somewhat clse approximution to the English tmgedics
,and comedies,
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Having previously described all ‘the important circums
stanccs and detalls, religious and social, connected with this
popular festival, 1 will now give a short account of the
Bhasan or Nerwnsun which takes place on the tenth day of
the new maoon, or.in the fourth day of the Poojah. It is also
called Hijopd, because the end of a ceremonial is always
attended with melancholy feelings.  This is the duy when the
image fsconsigned to water cither of a river or tank. Apart
from its religious significance, the day is an important one to
English and Native merchants alike.  Although all the public
affices, Government and mercantile, are absolutely closed for
twelve duys, agents of Manchester and Glasgow firms: must
apen. their places of business on this particular day, which to
mative merchants and dealers is an auspicious duy when large
bargains of Piece Goods for present and forward defivery are
made. Ten tofifteen lakhs of Rupees worth of articles are
sold this day in three or four hours, thee general impression
being that such bargains bring good luck both to the buyer
and the selfer.

About cight o'clock i the morning, the officiating priest
begins the service, and in half an hour it is over. M usic, the
indispensable accompaniment of Hindoo TPoojahs, must attend
every auch service, A small looking-glass is pliced on a
pan of Gangss water and every inmate of the family, male
o female, s invited to see the shadow or rather the refiax
of the goddesy an its surface. Deeply imbued as the minds
of the votarics are with religiousideas, every individual looks
on the mirror with 3 sort of devotional feeling, and expresses
his or her conviction as to the reality of the representation:
The children, more from amusement than faith, hang about
the place, but the females steadfastly cling to the panora-
mic view, quite unwilling to leave it. Though totally ignor-
ant of the philosophical theory of the assiciation o suggestion
of ideas; the scene naturally presents to their mind’s eyethe
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emotions they feel when leaving the paternal roof for the father-
in-law's house. = Ma Dowrga is going to her father-in-taw's
and will not return for another twelve month” exclaims
one.. = Look at her eyes, her somowful cotuntenance,” efasu-
lates another.  *The temple will look wild and desolate when
Ma Doorgn goes away,” adds a thind, To console them, the
mistress-of the house exhorts sll to offer their pmyers to
the goddess, besceching that she may contifue to vouchsife
her blessings from vear to year, and give prolonged life and
happiness to all. concerned.  With this solemn  invocation;
they, cach and every one, fall down on their knees before
the goddess, whose spirit had departed on the day previous,
and in a contemplative mood implore her benediction,
Before retiring, however, every one takes with her some
precious relic. of the offerings (Rowers or fillaputinis) made
to Doorga when her spirit was present, and preserves it with
all the care of a divine gift, using it religiously in cases of
sickness and calamity’,

About three in the afternoon, after washing  their
bodies and putting on new clothes and ornaments, the
females make preparations. for performing the last and
farewell ceremony in Monor of the goddess, The awader
(main) door s closed, musiclans are ordered to go out in
the streets, the Doorga with all her satellites is brought
ont into the area of the temple; the beranddlidh with all
jts sundries is produced, and the females whose husbands
are -alive begin to tum round the images and touch the
firehead of cach snd every one of the deities with the
barmnddlldh, repeating their prayers for lasting blessings on
the family. To the inexpressible grief of the widows, wha
are present on the occasion, 4 croel institution has long
since debarred them from assisting in this holy work.
These ill-fated creatures are doomed only to stare -at the
. begres; but wre not permitted o tuke anactive part in the core-
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monial.. Is it possible to conceive a more gloomy picture
of soclety than that which dbsolutely expunges from & human
bireast sll traces of a rudigious privilege the exercise of which,
though under a mistaken faith, tends to sweelen a wretched
life? The miserable widows of India are unhappily destined
to pine away their existence until greater leaders of native
reforms: anse and deliver them from the galling fetters of
superstition,

The epilogue which closes the parting ceremony' is called
* the fanakdusally, which consists it a- woman (npot a witdow)
taking a small brass plate of paddy and dewpa grass with a
Rupee dyed in red lead in it, and throwing it from the fore
part of the image right over its head into the cloth of 3 man
who stands behinid for the purpose of recciving it This lust
offering, it Is needless to say, s preserved with the greatest
care, The female who performs the rite is an object of envy.
This rite being perforined, the fomale, take each & bit of the
sweetment and betel which has been dasr offered vo 1 Deviga,
A sudden reaction of fecling takes place, il: hearts are
grievad, and some actually shed tears. Taw sensations.
llmu._gh not exiactly analogons, arse in their <) st the
religiows part of the festival, and the eonsequent srousal of &
devotivral spirit; vividly reminding one of the imceasing round
of ritualistic ceremonics as well as festivity and gaiety that
the presence of the goddess naturally encugh. produced, and
which arc about to vanish and disappear in an hour by the
immersion of the goddess in the river or pond ; and weond, &
waorldly one, the recurrence of the idea when & mather ﬁ_g:ula
her daughter to the house of her father-in-law. In cither
cuse, the tender heart of 3 Hindoo female casily breaks down
under the pressure of gief, :

The godiless s afterwands brought our-and placed on. a
Bitmboo stage borne on the shoulders of a wt of coolies, all

he flowers and billgputtrd offercd bes during the past three |
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days are also put in'a basket and taken to the nverside.
The procession moves slowly forsand, preceded by bands of
Fnglish and Native musiciang, and the necessary retinue of
servants and guards while from within the house, the wamen,
not satinted with the sight of the goddess for one long
month, streteh their eyes as far as thoer visoal organs can
extend to cateh a list farewell glimpse ol her. The strects
of Calcutts, the English part of the town excepted, bécome
literally crammed and -almest impassable on' such -a day.
Groups of Police constables are posted here and there with
A yiew to maintain peace and order, the strects become &
pavement of heads: Ax the lowese calculation, there eannot
Be lesd than toddeo sight-wers abrond. Men, women
and children of all classes and mnks come from a great dis-
tance to have a sight of the image. The topsof houses, the
verandahs, the main mads, nay the unfrequented corners
present i thick mass of living creatires, all anxions to fenst
their eyes upon the matchless grandeur of the scene. A
foreigner, unnecustomed to such a magnificent spectacle, is
apt to avermate the wealth and prosperity of the people on
such a day. The number af images, the dazeling and costly
embellishments with which they are decorated, the rich livery
of some of the servants, the bands of musicians preceding
the processian, the letting off of red and blue lights at inter-
vals, the gals dress of the multitude, snd last but sot east, the
clegant carrimgres of the bizg *swells,”™ and the -stll| more
eiegant attive of thelr owners, who  [oll back on the
cushion of the carringes, diffusing fragmant odours as they
pass; cannot futl to produce an imposing effect.  Here a paily
clad Baboo with his patent Japan leather shoes; there a
Hindoosthanee dandy with his massive gold pecklace and’
valuable pearls hanging down lis ears ; here a proud Mogul
in all the bravery of cloth of gold | there a frowning Mus-
sulman with his dazaling cap and gossamer okipbin (tunic),
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and ivory mounted stick, all combine to present a motley group
of characters, national in their costumes, and unigque in

‘appearatice.  The poor country woman, her lord and children,

though not favored by fortune, still cut a figure far above
their normal condition.

These Hindook, whe adom their images withour stint
of cost, parade them thycugh the most densely crowded
strects tiil eight in the evening—vanity being the chiel motive
of action—while these who move in humbler spheres of life
take them to boats on the river hired for the purpose, and
throw them into the water amidst shouts of exultation. The
mob of course sing obscene songs and dance indecently, all
which is tolerated for the occasion. The growing sense of
the people—the rsult of English education—has now-a-<days
greatly diminished the amount of indecency which was one
of the distinguishing characteristics of former days on sueh
AN OCCasion.

Between seven and eight o'clock In the evening, the
assembled crowd begina to disperse in joyous mood, talking all
the way as to the respective superiority of such and such
frages.  Amongst such a great number and variety, there
& sure to be difference of apinion, but it is soon settled by
thie affirmation of a wise head that * the spirit of the goddess
je the cune in all the Images ; Ma Doeorga, dods ot mind
show." .

When the worshippers and others return hene, they go
at once to the temple, where the officiating Brahmin waits
for them to sprinkle on their bodies the sacred water: all
are made to sit dowr on the Boor with their feet coverml
with their clothes, lest a drop should fall upon them., The
Aratmin with o small twig of mangoe leaves sprinkles the
water, while repeating at the same time the usual incantation,
the meaning of which is that health, wealth and prosperity
may attend the votaries of Dwrga, from vear to year,  After
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this they write on a piece of green plantain leafl the name
of the goddess several times, and then clasp one another in
their arms, and take the dust off the fest of all the seniors,
with the mutual éxpreesion of good wishes for their worldly
prosperity, An elderly man this blessss & boy | “may you
have long life, gold inkstand and gold pen, acquire profound
learning and itmmense wealth, and support lakhs of men™;
I a girl, be thos pronounces his benediction (there being no
clasping of arms between man and woman nor between
woman and woman), “may you enjoy all the blessings of a
married life (i ¢, never became a widow) become the mother
of a vafak [king), use vermillion on your grey head, continte
to wear the dron bangle, pet seven male children, and never
know want” It is well kmown that no blessing is more accep-
table to & Hindoo female than that she may never become
a widow, because the intolerable miseries of widowhood. are
most piercing to her heart; nor can it be otherwize so long
as buman nature remains unaltered.. This social institution
of the Hindoos of cordially embracing each dther and ex-
pressing all manner of good wishes on & particular day of
the year, when all hearts are more or less affected with
grief at the departure of the goddess, is a very commen-
dable one. It has an excellent tendency to promote social
retnion, good fellowship and brotherhood. Not only all the
absent friends, relatives, acquaintances and neighbours, male
and female, join in this annual gresting, but cven strangers
and the most menial servants are not forgotten on the
cecasion.  Every heurt rejoices, every tongue blesses, every
acrimonious feeling is consigned to oblivion, This isa *quict
interval at least between storm and storm; inferspaces Of
sunlight between the breadths of gloom, 3 glad volce
on summer holidays, happy in unselfish friendships, in
geoerous impulses, in strong health, in the freedom from
all cares, in the confidence of all hopes” During such a
K
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happy period "it is a luxury to breathe the breath of
lifie

To drown their sorrows in forgetiulness, the Hindoos
use & slight intexicating beverage made of hemyp leaves on
this particular occasion. Every one that comes to visit—
and there must be a social gathering—or fs present, is treated
with this diluted beverage and sweets.  Even the most inno-
cent and simple females for once in a year are tacitly allow-
ed to usz i, bur very sparingly, One farthing’s worth of
hemp leaves, or about one ounce, stiffices for fifty persons or
more, &0 that jt becomes almost harmless when so. coplously
diluted. But those who have imbibed a taste for English
wines and spirits always indulge freely on this oocasion,
giving little heed to temperance rules and lectures. It is
“ Bijoya " and drinking to cxcess is justifiable.

It would not be proper to close this subject without
saying a few words about the national excitement which the
appmoach of this festival produces, and the powerful impetus
it gives to trade in general. 1t has been mughly estimuted
that upvazds of a3 crore of Rupees (£ 10,000000) is' spent
every year in Bengal on account of this festival Every
family, from the aristocracy to the peasant, must have new
clothes, new shoss, new every thing. Men, women, children:
relatives, poor acqumintances and neighbours, nagp beggars
must have their holiday dress. Persons in stritened oir-
cumnstances, who actually live from hand ta mouth, deposit
thelr hard-eamed savings for a_twelvemonth to be spent on
this grand festival. Famished beggars whe drag 3 miserable
existence zll their lives, and depend on precarious alms to keep
their body and soul together all the year round, hopefiliy
look forward to the retumn of this anniversary for at least
temporary change in their rags and tatters, Hungry Brah-
mins, whose daily avocation brings them only a scanty allow.
ance of rice and plantain, cheerfully welcome the advent of
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¥ Ma Doorga” and gratefully watch the day when theirempty
ciffer zhall be replenished.  Cloth merchants, weavers; braxiers,
goldsmiths, embroiderers, lace-makers, mercers, haberdashers;
carpeniters, potters, basket-makers, painters, house-bullder,
English, Chinese and Native shoemakers, ghee, sugar and
com merchants, grocers, confectioners, dealers in gilver and
tinsel ware, songsters, songstresses, musicinns, hackney car-
riage keepers, Oorya bearers, hawkers, pedlars and such
denlers in miscellateots warss, all look forward to the busy
season when their whole year's hopes shall be realised by
Lringing lots of Rupees into the tiil. To & man of practical
experience in business matters, as far as the metiopoliy ol
British Indin is concerned, it is perhaps well known that the
*Trades™ because of the Doorga Poojah make mere in one
month than they can possibly make in the remaining cleven
months: From the first week in September ta the middle
of October, when the Poojah preparations are being actually
made by the Hindoos, when they, frugal as they assuredly.
are, ance in atwelvemnonth, lonsen their purse strings, when
the accumuilated interest on Government securities is drawn,
when all the amrcars of house rent are perempitarily demunded,
when remittance from the distant parts of the country arrives,
whan in short, rupees, annas and pice are the " Go™ of the
inhabitants, the shopkeepers make a display of their goods
as best they can. From sunrise to ten o'clock st night the
influx of custoiners continues unabared, extra shops are
opened and extra assistants employed, -the shoplkecpers
themselves have scarcely leisune enough to take 3 hasty meal
# diy, and each day's sales swell the heart of the-owner.
The thrifty and esonomical Provincial, who loves money as
dearly as the blogd that runs through his veins, lesurely
makes his sundry purchases before the regular rush of cus
tomers beging to pour in.  He has not only the choice of a
large assortment, and the “ pick” of a new . investment, but



v32  THE DOORGA POOJAH FESTIVAL

gets the benefit of a reasonable price, because the shopkeeper Is
mot hard and tenacious in the early stage of the Poojah edle.
As each doy passes; and novelties are exposed for public
inspection, the shopkeeper raises his ‘prices according to in-
creasing demand, The efeminate and extravagant Baboo
of the City, who does not worship Mammon half so devoutly
as his country brother, does not mind paying & little too
much for his“ whistle” because he is large hearted and iber-
al miinded,  His more frequent intercourse with Englishmen
has taught Him to look upon money as “fithy lucre” Heis
not-calculating, and hence he delers making his purchases till
the eleventh hour, when, to usea native expression, “the shop-
keeper cuts the neck with one stroke.”

About one-fifth of the Hindoo population of Caleutta
gonsists of people that are come from the contiguous villages
] pergunnas of the Presidency Division ; these men live in
‘Calctitta solely for employment, keeping their families in the
country where they have generally small farms of their own
syhich yield them enoogh produce In the shape of rice, pulses,
coreals, vegetables, &c, to last them throughout the year,
leaving, in some instances, ample sorplus stock, with which
and a few milch cowsaswell a5 tanks, they husband their
resources with the greatest frugslity, and enjoy every domes-
tic comfort and convenience. They do not care for Davie
Wilson's biscuits and sponge-cakes, or a glass of raspberry
icecream or Roman Punch on asummer day,; their bill of fare
is a5 short and simple as their taste is primitive.  These men
make their Pooiah purchases much earlier than their brethren
in the city, simply because they have to start for home as
soan) as the public” holidays commence on the eve of the
fourth day of the increase of the moon; If the Indian Raijl-
ways bave bencfited one class of the people more than
another, it is these men who should be thankfol far the boon,
I the East Indian and Eastern Bengal Raitway Companies’
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coaching receipts are properly examined for two days, w3,
the fourth and fifth days of the new moon or the beginning
of the Doorga Poojah holidays, they will certainly exhibit a0
incredibly large amount of recelpts from third class carriages.
Indesd it has been rather facetiously remarked by town's people
that Caleutts becomes much lighter by reasom of the exit
of country people during the Doorga Poojah holidays, but
then the return of the former Lo their home from the Moffussil
shotild be also taken into the account. On a fair caleulation, the
outgoing number far exceeds the incoming proportion. Tt
sliculd also be observed that the list of purchases of the former
embraces @ greater variety of items than that of the latter,
Their mothers, wives, daughters and sisters, not 1o speak of
the male members-of the family, being absent in the country=
house, the want of cach and cvery one must bo supplied.
Articles for domestic consumption in a Hindoo family are
in the greatest requisition. Looking-glasses, combs, dld, -;i%
or China vermiltion, ghoewsss (string round the foins), scented
drugs for ladies' hair, black powder far the teeth, saap, pomna-
tum, otto of rose, rose water, wax candles, sidowrchovbey
(toilet box mude of small shells), silk, thread, woul, Grpets,
spices of -all sorts both for the betel and the kitchen, betel-
nits, cocoanut ail for ladies” hair, sugarcandy, alimonds, raising,
Cabul pomegranates, Daces, Santipace and English made dkas-
ties, oorsmees (sheots), sarees (lady’s apparel), silk handker-
chiefs, sills cloth, Benares embmidered cloth, satin and velvet
wps, lace, hose, finsel ormaments for the images, English
ehoes and sundrics, canstitute the catalogue of their purchases.
This explains: their going into the Bazar early and accounts
for their extrs expenditure on the score of luxuries-and sﬁp_:n
fluities of life. but the reader should bear in mind that stech
extravagance i indulged in only once 3 year. Generally e
reemed as these people are for their saving qualities; frugal,
simple and abstemious habits, an annual departure from the cs-
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tablished rule is not unjustifiable. The rich classes, as will
be evident from what has been said, spend enormius suma fn
making their (axhionable purchases on this ocrasion. _

From the foregoing details it is easy to infer that the
Doarga. Poojah anniversary presses heavily on the lmited
resources of a Hindon family. A rich man experiences little
difficulty in meeting his expenses; but the middling and the
humbler classes, who comprise nine-tenths of the population,
are put to their wits’ end to make both ends meet.  They are
sometimes obliged to solicit the pecuniary aid of their vich
friends to enable them to get over the Doprgn difficulty. Tt
i#, perhaps, not penerally known that during this popular
festival, or rather before it, when all Bengal is in & state of
social and religious ferment, when money must be had by
fair means or foul, not & few unfortunste men, chiefly liber-
tines and rakes, deliberately commit frauds by forging
cheques, drafts, and potes, which eventually lead themiinto the
greatest distress and disgrace. Besides the high price of
clothes and of all descriptions of eatables, every family must
hizve-a month’s provision to carry them through the period
during which no memey 1 forthcoming.

[ hadl altnost forgutten to sty anything about the dnnusl
gratuity which the Brahmins of Bengnl obtain on the ocmsion
of thiz festival From time immemorizl, when erthodas
Hindooistn was in the sscendant, the Brahmins riot only ad-
vanced their claims, as now, to all the offérings made to goda
or goddesses, small or great, but established a rule that every
Hindoo, whose circumstances would permit i, should give
them Individually, ane, two, fout, or five Rupees at the return
of this festival. Every respectable Hindoo family, even nows
a-days when heterodoxy is rampant in all the great centres
of edocation, has to g‘h‘t‘ ten, ffteern, twenty-five, or ﬁﬁ;}r
Rupees to Brahmms. Rich families give much more. So
very tenacious are the Brahmins of this privilege that even



THE DOORGA POOJAR FESTIVAL 135

if they eam one hundred Rupees a month by employment
they will not forego a single Rupee once a year dn this occs- *
sion, secing they cliim itas=a birthright.

These men have studied human nature; but they have
built thefr hopes of permanent gain on the baseless fubric
of n hollow:superstition, which is destined, through. the pro-
gress of improvement, inevitably to fall into decay. It i
too late to retrieve the huge blunder of laying a false founda-
tion for their gains. '



IX.
THE KALI POOJAH FESTIVAL

portance stands the Kali. Poojah, which iovariably

- takes place on the last pight of the decrease ol the
moon, in the month of Kartik (between October and Novem-
ber). She is represented as standing on the breast of her hus-
band, Shiva, with a tongue projecting to o great length. She
‘has four arms, in one of which she holds a scimitar ; in another,
the head of a gaint whom she has killed in & fight, the third hand
ds spread out forthe purpose of bestowing blessing, while hy
the fourth, she welcomes the blessed.  She also weirs & neck-
lace of skulls and has a girdle of hands of giants round her
loing, To add to the temific character of the goddess, she
is represented s a very black female with her locks hanging
down to her heels. The reason ascribed for her sunding on
the breast of her hushand, is the fllowing: In a combat
with a formidable giant called Ruckta Beeju, she became so
elated with joy at her victory that she began to dance i the
Tbattle-Aeld so frantically that all the gods trembled and deli-
berated what to do in order to restore peace to the earth,
which, throngh her dancing was shaken to its foundation.
Aflter muich eonsultation, it was decided that her husband
should be asked to repair to the scene of action and persuade
her to desist. Shiva, the husband, accordingly came down,
but seeing the dreadful camage and the Infuriated counten.-
ance us well as the continued dancihg of his wife, who could
not in her frenzy recognise him, he threw himself among the
dead bodies of the siain. The goddess was o transporged
with joy that in one of her dancing feats she chanced to
step upon the breast of her husband, whereupon the body

\I'Bangal. next to the Doorga Pocjah in paint of im=
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moved ‘Struck: with amazement she stood motionless for &
while, and Axing her gaze at lenpth discovered that she had
trampled on her hushand, The sight at once restored her
femirine modesty, and she stood aghatt feeling shoeked at the
unhappy sccident.. To express her shame; she put out her
tongue and in that posture she i worshipped by her
followera® 1

Her black features, the dark night in which she i waor
shipped, the bloody deeds with which her name is associated,
the countiess sacrifices relentlessly offereil &t her altar, the
toriific form in which she fe represented, the unfemininge and
warlike posture in which she ctanils, and last but not least; the
desperate charicter of sotme of her votarics, invest her name
with & terror which s without a parallel in the mytholegical
Jewenids of the ITindoos. The authors of the Hindoo mytho.
logy could not have imvented fn their fortile imagination a
sanguinary character more singularly ealculated to inspire
tereord and thereby extort the biind adoration of ‘an [gnorant.
poputice,  About seven hundred years ago, a devoted fol-
lower of this: goddess, named Agum Bagish, prociaimed
thiat her worship should be perfdrmed in the following manner:
The image is to be made, set up, worshipped and destroyed
on the same night: It is a sk or midnight Toojuh on the
darkest night of the month, so that ot & single soul fromy
emtside could know it He strictly observed this mle while
he was alive, and it was said that Rajah Krishrita Chunder
Roy of Kishraghur followed his example for some time
Baboo Oty Churs Mitter of Caleutta-and Bhobancy Churn
Mookerjee of Jessore alsa tried to observe the rule prescribed
above, hut as it has been alleged the spirit nf secret devotion
forsole thern after 3 little while, They reverted to the g:rm:m]
ﬁﬂm e A1l e Peamerghinyod (he Gteeha.” TP

5
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custom of worshipping the gaddess un the dithemsi night in
Kartik, inviting frionds and making pantomimic, exhibitions,
Though her Poojah lasts but cne night, the sactifices of
goats, sheep and buffaloes are as numeraus as tiose offered
before the altar of Doorga.  In former times, when idalatry
prevailed universally throughout Bengal and religions belief
of the people therein was firm and unshiken, the splendour
with which the warship of this ifodidess was performed was
second only, as I have remarked, to that of the Doorga,
Both guddesses, however, still continus o eount their vataries
by millions. “The reader may form some idea says Mr.
Ward, *how much idulatry ‘prevailed  at the time when the
Hindoo manurehy Qourished from the following ciretimstances
which belongs to 4 modem period, when the Hindoo author-
ity in Hindoosthan was almost extinct.  Rajal  Krishnn
Chunder Roy, and his two immediate successars, in the month
of Kartick, annually gave orders to all the People over whom
they had a nomjnal autharity to keep the shymea fastival, and
threatened every offender witl the severest penalties on non-
cotnplianee. In consequence of these orders, in mores than ten
thousand houses in ane night, In the Zillah of Kishnaghur, the
worship. of this goddess was celebiruted].  The number of
-animals destroyed could not have been less than ten thousan "
Kali/like Doorga, Siva, Vishny and Krishna, {s the gyar.
dian deity of many Hindogs, who- daily affer their prayers
to her both in the moming and evening. Several, who pos
s great wealth and know not how to employ it betrar, de-
dicate temples fo hoy service and conscerate them  with
ﬂmglﬂ' MNI{.MM In the haly City of Benares, thers atill
exists & Kali shrine whern hunilrads of begyrars are daily fed
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lakh of Rupess when it was first consecrated. e endowed
it with & large revenue for its permanent support; 5o that any
number of religions mendicants who might come there: daily
could be easily fed.  In his prosperous days, this rieh zemin-
dar paid an annual revenue of fAfty-two lakhs of Rupees to
the East India Company. Unfortunately the family has
since been reduced to @ state of poverty, and the temple fs
a heap of ruins. The endowment, like most other éndowments
of this nature, disappeare] soon after the death of the founder,
The Rajah of Burdwan's endowment of this kind still en-
dures, and promises to enjoy a longer lease of life

The name of Kali, be it observed, is more extensively
sed than either that of Doorga or Shiva Whenever a
Native Regiment is to march or set out on-an expedition the
stercotyped acclaim Is—" Kofi Maikey Jay" "victory to
mother Kali® When the evening gun is fired in any of the
military stations, the almost involuntary exclamation 16
“ Jay Kali Caleatta Wallee Nor is her worship less uni-
versal than her fame. On the list night of the decrease of
the moon In Kartik, every family in Bengal must worship her
though in a somewhat different shape. Every family, rich
or poor, Tirahmin or Scodar, must celebrate the Lucki ar
Kali Poojah before the sacred Keck of diufe or paddy,
which in the etimation of a Hindoo is a valuable hesitage*
Several incidents connected with this religious -festival am
worth yeconding. In the Upper and Central Provinces, as
in the South of Hindoostan, it is called the Dealie Fes.
tival. Though the image is not set up, yet the Hindooand
Parsi inhabitants observe the holiday by opening their new
year's account on that day,  Hluminations, fireworks and all
sorts of festivities mark the day. To try their luck for the
next year, almost all Hindoo merchants and bankers indulge

o A -T‘n-i' fa mihrmﬂ Esket, with whish Nathems um:u.u-: i
-staf] of life in Bengali Every Rmily his s spias! Rod wihiby n‘l'lh:'hur
el with rull::::n m: u:l el eees kel el (.m:Lm.




140 THE KALlI POOJAT FESTIVAL.

in gambling that night, and large sums are somctimes at
stake on the occasion. In Caleutta, whers gambling ia
strictly prohibited, the law i3 shamefully violated on that
dark night  This does not imply any reflection on the vigie
lance of the Police, because the game s casried on surrepti-
tiomsly. The Parsi merchants who deal in wines and Hores
throw open their shops and treat their European custtimens’
frée of cost on that particuluy day, Their brethren in Bengal
are, however, not 5o liberal to thefr custamers, simply because
it I not their new year's day. In Calcutta and all over
Bengal the night is remarkable for illumination,® freworks,
feasting, carousing and gambling, There is'a time-honored
costom among the people to light bundles of pupvderss or
faggots that night As is aaturully to be expected the chil-
dren take u great dolight in such pastimes, At the close of
the Potjah & servant of the house takes a Kol or winmow-
ing fan and a:stick with which he Beats and-sings * Bad luck
out " and " Good luck in 4 5

Kali i also the guardian deity of thicves, robbers. thugs
and such like desperate characters. Before starting. on
their diabolical work, they invoke her sid to protect them
Arim detection and. punishment.  The supposed aid of the
goddess arms. them with courage and leads them to comtnit
‘the most atrocious erimes,  When successful they come . and

* A wupeotitions e prevally smeng the Hindoos 154 wnlem they illne
miliaty thelr b an thig parthmlar -n:i;:gr devils waulil eoine and ek fosses
siom o them. In the Upger und Centml Provinces B, i custaupery with the
[ ﬁr |L;h:I!a:uEmh n&:ﬂlﬂ;&hﬂ“ﬁ theeiie. b sl dﬂrjm-
R i walls willi eofiaes] Chinn juper & that o
g lopk o aniillng Iu]:u!:mﬂ e, In H}n FE‘MHW I:Erhqi
Bare soem the et Labmer whitcwash the mad sally of Y tedeliut with one
_luﬂﬂhf‘tm of whils szrth called Sorseattog witzh i funil Tn greai abus-

T Oiex Jrry o, 8 pyptimmrees won e skl by T ol mother

m Ahe abave rie Jiowg iq_m-dﬁ :ﬁ'-iiufg_!hu st i the il way,
E:Pbd'_r mrertd T o brdinde Uie tndy, apd repealed the  fow
: Al Abe bk Best " The |l wms bess ) seh By Pl st vie meodier & (e
ity Bt bttty birre Yy Vile, mmd awdiveet b fiic ool iggsil L Ty
. in-pampitl orden, 4 ¢, "Eall lecl g, =l ek 0 Trfltor wid
Loehie ik of prosperity, s the bsight of folly, Tt & pulishell mith
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offer Eacrifices of goats, spirituotts- liquors-and other things,
under an impression that the superintending  power of the
goddess has shiclded them from all harm, Bot the un-
bending rigor of the Dyitish-law has almost ntirely dhissis
pated the delusion. Many an infimeus dieoit in Hengal has
confessad his guilt on the scaffold, lamenting that M Kali®
hnd not protected Him jn the hour of need. The notorintis
“ Rugho Dacoit” of Hooghly, whose very nams terrified away-
wand ohild into sleep, made fearful disciosures as to the
prigmating  enuse of his pumermus erimes:.  Some forty years
ago thire lived in Caleutta a very respectable Hindoa gentles
man, by pame Rajkissore Dutt, who was & very great Jevates
of this goddess. Every month, on the last night of the
decsease of the moon, he, it was said, psed tosetupan
image of tliis goddess; and adorned her peeson with golll
and silvar orhaments, to the value of about one thousand.
Rupees whicly weze afterwards given 10 the officiating priest.
On the snnual return of this grand Poojah jit the month of
Kartik, he used to give the goddess agold tongue, and dego-
fite her four arms with divers gold ornaments 1o the cost all
ahout three thowsand Rupees; and hisother expenses amiiii-
ed to another six of seven thousand. For anumber of
years he continued to celebrate the Poujuh in the nhove
magnificent style, his veneration becoming more intensified
< his wealth increased, He established s Bank in Caloutta
calledl the  India Bank," which circulated notes of its owo to
& conidermble amount, A combination was formed among
s few influeatial Natives, whose names I am ashamed to
mention, and a well concocted sysiem of fraud was crganised.
Through one, Dwarkey Nath Mitter, & son-in-iaw of
Rajléissore, Company’s Paper of Government Seaurities o the
amount of about bwanty Lakhs of Rupees were forgal and
off a5 gemiing on the public  But az frud succeeds.
fur & short while only, the gigantic scheme was soon dis-
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covered, and the delinquent wis tried, convicted and - sen-
tenced to. transportation for Tife to one of the Penal Settle
ments.of the East India Company, where he lved for several
years to rue the consequences of his iniquitous conduct.
His cldest son told the writer that his father concealed In a
wall of one of the rooms of his Bouse Bank notes for
upwards of a Lakh of Rupees. When the search of the
Palice was over be opened the partof the wall and 1o his utter
disappointment found all the notes crumbled to peces, and
become & small bundle of rotten paper of no earthly use to
any one. Thus was iniquity rightly punished. No wonder thit
the deep faith of Rajkissore in the goddess Kali did not avail
him in the hour of danger,. His flagitious career commenced
by a blind dovetion to his guardian deity, culminated in a
gigantic forgery, and closed with transportation and infamy.
It is generally known that there exists a temple of this
goddess in the suburbs of Calcutta, which has Jong been cele-
brated for its sanctity. The place i called Kali Ghat, about
four miles south of Government House. It is not exactly
known when this temple was first built.  The probable can:
jecture is thut some three hundred years aso & shrewd and
far-sesing member of the sacerdots) elass, observing the great
weneration in which the goddess was held among the Hindogs
of those days; erected a templeto the image and save the place
o name after her, the renown of which, as Calcutta prew In
impartance, gradually spread far and wide. To perpetunts
the holy character of the shrine, and to consecrate it by
traditionial sanctity, the following story was given out, in the
Aruth of which the generality of the orthodox Hindoos have a
firm belief, In time out of mind, when the Suttee (Doorga)
destroved herself on the 7 il (three edged weapon), onie of
her fingers wits said to have fallen on the spat on which the
temple now stands and in whese recess the priests pretend it is
still preserved, Hence the sacred character of the shrine,
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which still attracts thousants of devotees every year from all
parts.  In populac estimation from & relizious point of view
shis docs not yiell much to the Juggemauth of Orissd, the:
Risseshur of Benares, the Krishna of Brindabun, the Gyasoor
of Gya, and ihe Mahadeb of Buddinauth. Fortunately for the
site of the temple, which is in elose proximity ta the metropelis
of British India, and until recently was in the immediate
nelghbourhood of the highest Appellate Court (Sucddur
Dewsrmy Adawlit) independently of its bordering on the
Addigwnga (the original sacred stream of Ganges), it his
alivays drawn the wealthiest and poorest portions of the
Hindoo community, Had the offerings in gold, silver and i
kind Tallen to the share of one priest, it is not toa much to sy
thitt he wanld ling before this have been as rich as the Juggut
Sett (Banker of the world) of Moorshedibad, who was reputed
to have been worth upwards of fifteen crores of Rupess.
Wealthy Hindoos, when on a visit to Kali Ghat,
expotid from one to fifty thousand Rupess on the wirship
of this goddess, in the shape of valuable ornament, silver
plate, dishes &e., sweetmeats and food for a large number of
Brahmins, and small presents to thousands of beggars,
besiles numercus sacrifices of goats, sheep and buffaloes;
which make the space before the temple swim with blood,
The flesh of goat, and sheep is freely used by the selif class
of Hindoos wiien offercd to Kali and Doorgs, but they
would never e it without such an oblation. It is otherwise
called drithd or unsanctificd flsh, which s altogetlier quite
unfit for the use of a religions Hindoo. But the progres
of English education has made terrible inroads on the reli-
gious practices of the people, at least of the rising genera-
tion® The following description of the Kali or Shyma

_*® Voring, Bengal In oo Imjﬁ! sefisfiond] with Fall Ghat woesty fos fails
tmipveed sl Bie ) weied il De. dppuet msedi fve i and miutten
mmﬂncf?::! Mupicipdl wearker, which is cert muly syperiox ia quality b tsb
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Poojah given by Mr. Ward will serve to copvey to the
readey soune dills of thie nature of the festival.

“A fw years ngo says he, “1 went to the house of
Kali Sunleur Ghoss at Caleutta, at the time of the Skyma
festival, 0 ste the snimals sacrificed to. Kali. The
buildings where the worship was performed were rnised 'an
four sides with gn ares in the middle The imuge was
placed 5t the north end with the fuce to the south: and the
twa wide moms, and one of the end roams oppxite the
Image, wore Bllel with spectators: in the srca were the
anintals dévoted to sacrifice, and alio the execcutioner, with
Kali Suokur, a few attendants, and dbout twenty persons
o tarowr the anfmul dows anid hokd it Sin the post, while the
hed was st it The mts were sacrificed brar, them rhe
bulfaloes, and last of all two or thvee rame In urtder to,
secure the amimals, mpes were fstensd round their lega; they
were then thrown down, and the neck placed in a picse af
wood fastened into the ground and open at the top like the
spuce berwixt the prongs of a fink,  After the animal’s neck
wiss Tistetiedd i the wood by m peg which passed over it
the men who held it pulled foreibly at the huels, swhife the
‘executioner, with a btvad heavy axe cut off the head st one
Idow § the heads were carried in an clevated postiire b an
‘artendant, (duncing as he went) the bload ranning down him
on all sidis, into the presece of the goddess Kall
Stmkur, at the close, went up to the executioner, took him in
his arma and gave him sven presents of cloth, &c.  The
hedds and blovd of the Animals, as well as/difforent meat
offerings, are prosented, with incantations, as a feast 1o the god-
dess, after which clarified Lutter i busht on A prepared aftar of
sand. Never did 1 seo men sa pagerdy entor o the
sheddding of blood, nor do 1 think any butchers could:
slughter animals more expeitly, The place literally swain
‘with blood.  The bleating of the animals, the numbers stain .
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and the feracity of the people employed, actually made me
unwell, and | returned about midnight, filled with horror
and indignation.” In the foregoing account, Mr. Wanl has
omitted to say anything about the nocturnal revelry with which
the festival is in most instances nccompanies. 1 have witness-
el scenos on such occasions, which are tob disgusting to be
described,  Not enly the officiating pricst and the spirituzl
guide, but all the members of the family. and not a few of
the guests partake of the spirituous liquors offered to the
soddess, and in & state of intoxicatlon sing Rawpresads
songs befitting the ogcasion.  The festival closes with orgies:
sich as are observed in the worship of Bacthus, There are,
however, a few honorable exceptions to the rilé, who, though
they perform the worship of this goddess, yet altogether
abatain from drinking. The goddess; Kali, is thelr guandian
deity, they worship hee daily, but are known never to touch
a drop of wine. They auribute to her all the worldly
piroaperity they wajoy and look to ber for everlasting: blessad-
ness.  Such men have oo fGith o the common - drunken
motta, * Hbosey ma Eﬁu!mu:y" mother flhokandy (another
name of Kali} 4 in thé cup.” But the prand chamctedistic
of this- and similar festivals which arc annually recurring
I a5 [ have already mentioned, *the wine, the frult and the
lady fair” ) ' .

* Even bacchanadian madness has its charms.*

But w0 retum to the priests of Kali Ghat—As time
tolled on, their descendants multiplied so rapidly that it so0n
beeame nocessary o -allor a few days only In the year to
each of the familics, amd on grand eccasions, which are not
a few, the offertories are proportionately divided among the
whole sev of the saverdoml elass. Thus it has now become
a ‘case of what a4 Hindoo proverh so aptly expresses: " The
fiesh of a spamow divided into & hundred parts” or infinis
te simal quantities.

T
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God has:so constituted man that he can find little of no
enjoyment in a state of Inactivity. The proper employ-
ment of time, therefore, is essentially necessary to the
progressive development of our powers and faculties, the
not exercise of which must peeds induee jdle and vicious
habits: No bread is sweet unless it is carned by the sweat
af our brow, The Haldars [priests) of Kall Ghaut having
no healthy occupation in which to engage their minds, and
depending for their sustenance on a means which redquinds
neither physical nor mental labor, have inevitably: been led
to adopt the Epicurcan mode of life, which says, " cat, drink
and be merrv””  This habit is. further confirmed by the
pecaliar nature of the religious principles which  the worship
of this goddess enjoins.  Certain texts of the Tantra Shaster
expressly inculcate that without drinking the mind is not
properly prepared for religious exercise and contemplation.
The pernicious effects of wich a monstrous dectrine are suffi-
ciently dbvious. [t has been said that not only the men but
the wotnet; also are in the habit of drinking. Ada necessary
consequence the viclous practice has not only encrvated their
minds but madetheir = wealth small und their want M" Thin-
putes ofter arise bictween the worshippers and the priestaof” the:
temple respecting the offerings and the propes division of
the same, the latter often claiming the lion's share which the
furmer are unwilling to submit o, Gross lies are sometimes
told in the presence of the goddess in order bo seciirs to the major,
portion of the offerings it the interests of the worshippers—
an expedient which the notorious rapacity of the officiating
‘Brahmins imperatively demands  Surrounded by an atmos-
phere denscly impregnated with the miasm of a false reli.
gion and & corrupt morality, the ennobling thought of a true
God and the mora) accountability of man never enters their
mind= The chiel el anit mon of their life 1540 i|r.||mq:.¢m
‘the éredulity of theie Blind vaturies, and thereby pander Lo
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their unhallowed desires and sclfish gratification. Nor can
they rise to a higher and purer sphere of life becanse from
their childhood thisy are nurtured in the cradie of ermor,
ignorance, indolenee and profligacy. Who can cotitemplate
the effects of their impure orgies on the cighth, ninth, four-
teenth and fiftces nights of the increase and deerease of the
moon without being reminded of the ssturnaliz of the Groels#"
I & sobar-minded man were to visit the holy shrine of Kali
Ghat on one of these nights, he would doubtless be shocked at
the unrestrained debauchery that runs riot in the' name of
religion. The temple, rio Jess than the private domicile of the
priests, presents an uninterrupted scene of bacchanalian revel-
gy, which Is unspeakably abominable, Men deprived of a1
etk of shame, and women of decency and morality, mingle
in the revels, and the result &5 that all the cherished
notions of the better pant of humanity are at once pul to
fight, [t is painful to reflect that notwithstandings: the pro-
gress of enfightemment in the great centre of Indian civilis
“sation, people still cling to the adoration of a blood-thimsty
puddeds, and to the support of a depraved class of  priests.
‘The sacrifices uf goats that are daily offered before the altar
of Kali bring too niumerous for tocal conmumption, are sald to
antside customers much in the same manner as fruits and
vegetables are brought from the neighbouring villages fnta.

* The wruer in his yornger | remmembaes Lo bave b once taken by on
inH!'mj;!:ﬁﬂi Iy 2 mﬂ’i’:amudr_mhnk inths veny lien F{H-
mtta. W be wan retisegg tomi sbiul mldnlght o sompany with s of
ki Tepemeds after ool the lwdokd; ho laimg the yousgesl of the lot Bl hicei-
waelly Ll bebiinil, which to kia uter ey he wa vy s il o by
wan whio sl siesgly of bggeesne mtud eaneiinl hini hirrisetly into =a ety howes
N fhe oaulsde.  The first shoot a1 the vory (revhidd was, —'" bere we lmee 2ot
s wawriT, L9, 0 viicthn ; 1He miffans, who Tl thelr faces covemd t-imast:r-._
Jumped w6t the sanssaceent, 2ml e U them aovosted him in the fulbowi
“p&"'m"r"ﬁmn“uru“"ﬁmh?ﬂ"‘ifﬂ i T\ ety A
nly. Nu 3 an +wherrupon they 2 0 =
person @il strippet himnd il his chuhes wmg::.mhudm im
znd & piwial lienally badde im vz wmites of  conmee he was
bo retirm Nomie almiont b a stute of wudity, ooe of hid ircnifi bonding him w rid e
i the oocasion: b these dass the imprestiaczion of pas lght aml the puating af
cimpstabibes tn (he highivay Hees pretly chncond soch rulfpangen,.
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the market. On Saturday the sale is larger than an the other
week days, because that night is specinily dedicated to the
worship: of Bacchus; Sunday affording o respite from work,
But the sile of Kuli Ghat gost inest has of late been: much
fnterfered: with by the establishment of tival  shripess in
severdl parts of Caleutta, where a pound i to be had far
three armas, The owners (mostly prostitutes and deunkards)
of these pseudo-goddesses, vulgarly ealled Kashde ar butelier
Kali, sacrifice one or two igoate every mirning. withoit any
ceremony, except on Sutunday when the number is doubled
to mest increased  requirements,  Thus g regular and pirof-
table buwcher's: brade Is openly earricd on in the name of the
goddess, and the generality of the Sakte Hindoos fedl nis
religions scruples in using the meat which is thus =nctified,
The comparative ease ‘with which flesh 5 now abtained in
Caleutti has fended, inno small degree, to encourage hubita
af drinking among & proverbially abstemious race of men ;-
it being the popular impression that ineat neutralises the
effects of spiritucus liquors.®

- Many images of Kaii which have from time to time lseen
set up'in and about Caleutts, catensibly for veligious bur pracs
tically for secular purposes, in imitation of the unrivallid pro.
totype at Kali Ghat, have acquired tmenviabll colebieity, and
been made subservient a3 4 source of {ncome to the owner
and the officiating priests, who fatten on the ulferings made 1o
the goddess in the shape of money and provisions,  Thus, for
instarice, the Sidlasinrry or Kali of Nimtollah obtains o few

;™ Thi I b atrongifeemed by (i iom of Native muitiza sttucdunty, ey
s whimm, It & matter of rogres, are ;?tﬂgum adveailes of tembrreece. Nilives
s tigguior not for Bexhih hul sclely fur dutodoing PP rr very mnseessfil
Natlee Prasiitiover to wham aat mmly the writer byt nony o his tesperialile
Triemals e =ner grmat wibligztion, mat long 2pe fell = wlethn ta ihe tesariimg
‘wice of intempernnes, atul confesel bis puilt like 3 penitesl winner I his dy=
;ﬁm uht?umh Wl 3 grent ol poe Hme ke i way said % el
bl ewved when he entered the coom.” In the beginning of hig Eriﬂﬁm
cerent, e Wod omr of the mindl Mannel s|vstbes nf temperance.  Hyw frald

thrtuhe !
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Rupees daily from such Hindoos as are carried to the river-
side to breathe their last. independently of the small presents
inade at all hours of the day, especinlly in the mornings and
evenirigs, when the crowid assembles. It i amusing to ob-
serve the complaisance with which a Brahmin gives a conse-
cratell Billuputtra or Aower to & Jevotee in return fora Rupee
ar so. A shrewd Brahmin, like the ancient Roman soothsayer,
Iatighs i his sleeves at such stupidity.

A Sanskrit proverh saps that a meritorious work!
endures, It keeps alive the name of the founder, and
this vanity lurnishes the strongest atimulus to the endow-
ment of works of a religious character, and of public
utility. 4t is, however, & painfal fact that the nature and
character of such endowmerts is, in most cases, lamentably
yanting in the element of stability. Two or three genér-
ations after the death of the founder, the substance of the estate
being impaired, the family is reduced to a state of poverty, the
surviving members, often a set of demoralised idlets, depend
for their support on the usufruct of the Deybarra, originzlly
st -apart fior exclusively religious purposes, and placed
beyond the reach of law. In these days the offshoots of
many familics are absolutely dependent on this sacred fund
fisr their subsistence, and the consequence naturally is that
the endowment is frittered away and the work itself inevi-
tably falls into decay, Thus in procss of timeé bollr the
fund and the founder's name pass into utter oblivion.*

The Tollowing account given by Mr. Ward about the death
af a devatee of this goddess will not be uninteresting.  “lIn
the year i1Bog, Trigonw Goswamee, a vyuktavidhooty, dicd
at Kali Ghat i the following manner: Three days bellre
his death, he dug a grave near his hut, in a place surounded
‘by three wilww trees which he himseli had planted: In the
evening he placed a lamp in the grave, in which an offering

* Fur 2u secceny of he Humardavpe Soey, ez nule D,
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of flesh, greens, rice, &, to the shakals was made, repeating it
the next evening. The following day fie abtained from a rich
Rative ten rupees worth of spirituous liquors, and Tnvited o
mumber of mendicants, who sat drinking with him it} fwelve
at noon, when he asked amang the spectators at what hour it
would be full moon ; being informed, he went and aat in his
grave, and continued drinking lquors, Just before the time
for the full moon, he turned his head towards the temple of
Kali, and informed the spectators that he had eoime to
Kali Ghat with the hope of seeing the goddess, not the
image’ in the temple. He had been frequently urged by
different persons to visit the temple, but though he had not
assigned a reason for his omission, he now asked what ho
Wis 10 go and see there: a temple?  He could see that from
where he was. A piece of stone maide fnto a face, or the
silver hands? He could see stones and silver amy where
clse. He wished to see the goddess herself, but he had
fat, in this body, obtained the sight. However, he had
stiil & mouth and a tongue, ind he would again il upon
her; he then called gut aloud twice, ¥ Kali? Kalia" and
almast immediately died ;—probably from excessive intuxi-
cation. The spectators, though Hindoos (wha g general
despise a drunkacd), considered this muan as a groar safng,
who lad foreseen his. own death, when in health, He had
not less than four hundred disciples

The' various causes which have hitherto conspired ta
impmet & sanctity to this famous temple are gradually waning
in their influence, but it will be a very long time before the
ininds of the mass of the people are completely pusified iy
the erucible of true Religion, before which superstition. and
pricstoraft must vanish into air,




h
THE SARASWATI MOOJAT

o § ARASWATI is the Hindoo goddess of learning: She
| s represanted as seated in & water lily and playing

== o0 A e Throughout Bengal her worship is cele-
brated with more of less pamp on the fifth day of the increase
ol the moon, in the Bengali month of Magha or Falgoon
(February). As the popular Shastras reckon the commences
ment of spring from this date, the people, especially the
young and pay of both sexes, pur on dasqwice or yellow
garments, and indulge in all sorts of low merriment, manifest
ing a depraved and vitiated taste.

Every Hindoo, young or dld, who is able to read and write,
ohserves this ceremony with apparent solemnity, abktaining
from the use of fish on that day as a mark of reverence to
the goddess. The worship is performed either before an
image of the goddess, or before a pen, ink-bottle and Ao
{manuscript), which are symbolically regarded us an appro-
priate substitute for the Image The officiating priest; alter
reading the prescribed formula, and presenting tice, fruits,
sweetmeats;, fAowers, fo., directs the votaries of the goddess
to stand up with Bowers in their hands and repeat the
usml servics, beseeching her to bestow on them the bless
ings of leaming, health, wealth, good luck, longevity, fame,
&e, Apart from its idolatrous feature, it s 3 rather strange
sight to see a4 number of vouths, after going through the
process of ablution and changing their clothes; stand up
before the poddess in a body, and in a devotional spirit ad-
dress her in prayer for the blessings above cnumerated.  Even
apart from it superstiticus character, it Is decidedly objection-
able on the score of its purcly wedular tendency, as it

—
e
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makes o allusion whatever to the primary dbject L all pray
er, éz; the atonement and pardon of #n and the salvation
of the soul—sn element in which the religious ceremonies of
the Findoos are singularly deficiont.
S Life o real, Hife de eriest.
Azl Abe grave §s moc i poal |
* Dt thos apy 1o dum retames
Waa ot apobenof the syl

It wis rported of Sic Willlam Jones that when he
studicd Sansent, he used to place on the tible 3 mietal image
of thin goddess, evidently 1o please his Pundit. Let ft not
be Inferred from this that he advocated the continuance of
th::r}' s farn fromy ir but even i Appearanics th acquicsce in
homage to an jdol made of cliy and straw is to withhold from
the Most High the reverence, gratitude and chedience due
ta Him alone. The early formation of & prayerial habit
divested of any idolatrous feature will always exercise i
healthy religious inflnence on the mind in IAtier years,

In every olasoospats or school, the Brahmin Pandic -and
his pupils worship this gddens with religious - strictiess,
The Pundit setting up an image, invites 40§ his ke, nefgh-
bemring Fricnds and acquaintances o this weeasion,  Every
one who atteods must make a presént of ooe ora half Ruipée
ta the godidess, snd returms home with the hollow benedic.
tiol of the Brahmin, Toso miserable a strait hayve the learns
cd Pundits been reducad of Jate years, that they anxioiiuly
Yook furward o the Atniversary of this festival us 2 semall
harvest of gain to them, us the suthoritative ministers: of
the goddess  They make from fifty to ane hundied Rupees
# yoar by the cslebration of this Poojah, which keeps them
for six months ; should any of their friends fall o make
‘the usual present to the goddess, they are sure 1 come and:
demand it as i right '
e e e o e, Sl o ey v

_
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Females are not allowed to take & part in the worship of
this goddess, simply because the great lawgiver of the coun
try has denied ‘them this privilege. They, however, now-a-
days read and write in spite of the traditional prehibition:
but are religiously forbidden to say their prayer before the
poddess, though she is herself an embodiment of their sex
It is quite obvious that feelings of lamentable debascment
arise in their hearts at the annual recurrence of this festival,
strongly reminding them of the unheslthy, unmatural (e
dinance of thelr great Jawgiver.

The day following the Poojah, the wamen are not per
mitted to eat-any frevh prepared urticle of food, but must be
satisfied with stale, cold things, such as boiled rice and boiled
pease with a few vegetables, totally abstaining from fish,
which they cannot do without onany other day. Taking place

" an the sixth day of the increase of thi moon, this partof the
festival is ealied Séel Shasthi ws énjoining the use of eold food, .

Asa mark of homage to the poddess, the Hindoos do
not réad or write on that day, Hence the day is observed
as a holiday in public and mercantiie offices where  the
gletls are mostly Hindogs,  Should any necessity arise they
write in red ink, as all the inkstands in the houschold are
washed out-and placed before the goddess for annwal conse--
cration, They -are, however, not prevented from attending
to secular business on this oceasion.  Unlike the sanguinary
character of the Poofahs of Doorga-and Kali. no bloody sacri-
fices are offored tothis gentle goddess, but as regpnds rude
merriment, the one in question does ot form an exception
to the others.  Revelry and unbecoming mirth are the grand
chamcteristics of this as indeed of almost every other Hindoea.
festival, It s sickening to reflect how indecency and fm-
moralityare thus unblushingly countenanced under the sacred
name of religion,

o
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Loose women celehrate this festival, and keep up dan-
cing and singing all night in a bestial state of intoxice-
tion to the urter disgust of sl saber-minded men. The
Moharajah of Burdwan used to expend large sums: of money
-an this oecasion, engaging the best dancing girls of the metro-
polis and illuminating and ornamenting his palace (n a
splendid style, besides giving entertainment to his English
and Nutive friends.  Vast multitudes of people from Caloutta
still resort to his palace and admire the profuse lestoons of
flowers and the yellow appearance of everything, indicative
af the advent of spring,—a season which, acconding to popu-
lar notion, fuvites the mind ta indulge in licentious mirth,
It is needless to enumerate farther the many checenities prac-
tised in songs and actions an this occasion,




XL
THE FESTIVAL OF CAKES:

N the annual commemoration of this popular festival
@in Bengal, which is analogous to  the English
" Harvest home" the people in general, and the
agricuitural classes in particular, manifest a gleeful appearance,
indicative of national demonstrations of joy and mirth. It
takes place in the Bengalee month of Poxs or January, fol-
lowing immediately in the wake of the English Christmas and
New year’s day., With the gxception of the upper ten thou-
sand, almost all men, women und children alike participate
in the festivities of the season, and for three succeeding days
are occupied in niral pastimes and gastronomical enjoyment
The popular cry on this occasion, fs—" Awaynee, Bounes, tom -
deens, pittacy, Wiat, bhamnee) *the Pous or akar Sankrants is
come, let three days be passed in eating cakes and rice”
accompanied by a supplementary invocation to the goddess
of Prosperity (Lukshmee) that she may afford her votaries
ample stores so that they may never know want, As the
outward manifestation of this internal wish, they tie all their
chests, hoxes, beddings, the earthen cooking pots in the
kitchen, as well a8 those in the store-house containing their
food grains, and in fact every. movable article in the house,
with shreds of straw that they may always remain intact. The
origin of this festival is involved in obscurity, but tradition
says that it sprung from the general desice of the people
engaged in agriculiural pursuits to celebrate the last day of
Pons;and two. succeeding days, in eating what they most
relish, cakes of all sorts, to their hearts’ content, after having
harvested amnd gathered their corn and other food grains,
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which form the maln <taff of their life, Whatever may have
besn the ‘origin of this festival, it is evident that it does not
owe-its existence; lilee most other Flindod festivals, to priest-
craft, The idea is good and the tendency excellent.  After
Hirvesting and gathering the fruits of their labour, on’ which
dopend not only their individual subsisterice throughout the
year, but the general prosperity of the country by the deve
lopment of fts resources, the husbandmen are well entitlal to
lay aside, for a short while, the ploughshare, and taking
tiree days rest, spend them in rural amusements and
fostivitics amid their domestic eirele All this tends, in no
winall degree, to awaken and revive dormant feelings of love
anel friencdiiness by mutual exchange of invitations as well as
of good fellowship. Their incessant toil In the Held durfing
the seven previous months, their intense anxiety on the scope
of weather, carcfully noting, though not with the scientific
precision of the meteorological reporter, deficient and plen-
teous rainfall, and apprehending the destructive October gals,
‘When the eass of corn are almost fully developed, their con-
ftant watchfulness for the prevention of thefi und the destruc-
tiant af the crops by cattle, their unceasing weeding out of
troublesame and useless plants and cassay grass; sometimes
‘wading in marihy swamp or mire knee deep, unil their inces-
sant anxiety for the dite pavment of rent to the zemindar, or
‘perhaps of interest to the relentless money lender: are sources
of uncasiness that do not-allow them a moment’s peace of
mind. Should they, by way of relixation, cease to work for
three days in the year, they are nat to be blamed for lusines
‘ir supineness, The question of a good harvest Is of such
Ammense importance to an agricultural country like India,
that when the god, Ram Chunder, the model king, visited his
subjectsin Oude, the fivst thing he asked them was abott Tke
state of the oops, and when the ENfquIry was ﬁﬂﬂh[r
angwened, his mind wis set at rest; and he cheerfully unfolded

e
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to them the scheme of his future Government®  Thysically.
and practically considered, temporary cessation from. labor.
is indispensable to recrnit the encrgy of the exhiausted frame
of body, and promote the normal vigor of mind So in
whatever light this national jubiles is cegarded, socially,
moraily or scientifically, it is productive of benefigial) results,
ultimately contributing to the augmentation of the material
prasperity of the land,

Some of my countrymen of a fastidions taste look upon
this festival as a puerile and foolish entertainment, becaues:it’
possesses no dignified feature to commend it to their atten-
tion, but they should consider that it is free from the idela-
trous abominations and rank obscenity by which most of
the Hindoo festivals are chamterised, independently of its
having a tendency to promote the innocent mirth and gene-
ral hilarity of the massss, whose contentmennt is the best test
of a good government and of a generous: landed aristocracy,

So populir is this festival amongst the people that the
Mussulmans have a common saying to the effect, that their
Eed, Bakrid and Shub-i-Barai—three of their preatest
national festivals—are no match for the Hindoo Powr Subrad.

Our children and women in the city, whose minds
are so largely tinctured with an instnctive regand for
4l festivities, share in the general excitement, On
this occasion, exchanges of presenits  of  sweetmeats,
cloths, jaggery, ghee, flour, oranges, cercals, cocoanits
balls of concentrated milk, vegetablis, spices, supar, al-
monds, rmisins, ete, are made between relatives in order

* frdeed, I has hecome & bywosd ammg the Matives i geperal thar )
pompmanid woril, o Saer Bage” of the smpire Of Fam ld svponymons ui[hh:
hm;; dynzsly, Thees pebied pesee, wnlon wi=l harmary snimg ihe poople
in' the ink of sacinzy. Alunet family had Hw s gﬁr: of o
witich {hey caltivaied, anid ihe Tutis m they m]gu!:]'m
of o pekorentlug evaten, besause fhe virgin s alwsys affarled an 2 {
harreste . The wanis of 1he fie wern frw and thies =em u:ﬁ gl
¥ finct thusie -m1m lib=mtz1y of infgreuls Letwesd e rless 1
The resull v er=il tamntimtroent wndl hippiness - Bt sishapmly o
wlvzntsd stage of wecial (ajtanistion hes coosdatahly lmpaired the vel

it
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that they may be enabled to solemnise the cake festival

with the greatest &/at. In respectable families. the women
cheerfully take the tronhle of making these preparations,
fnstead of trusting them to Vheir fomale cooks, because
male. cooks are no adepts in theart. So nicely are these
cakes made and in such variety, that the late Mz, Cocle-
erell, a highly respected merchant of thia City, naed every
year to get an assortment from his Baboo and invite his
friends to partake of them: and notwithstanding the pro-
verbinl differences of taste, there are few who would mot
reflsh them.

The boys in the many pitshilis or primary schools
around Caleutta, annually keep up this festival in a splendid

stile, The.more advanced form themzelves fnte & band
of sotigsters, and, attended by bands of musiciuns with' all

the usual accompaniments of flags, staves, etc, proceed in
procession from their respective schools to the hank of the
river ‘Hhagiruttee, singing thythmically in & chorits all the

way in praise of the holy stream, and of her powers of salva-
tioh inthe present Kali Yuga, or fron age.  When they reach

their destination they pour forth their songs most vociferously.
They afterwards perform the usval ablutions and return home

in'the sune manner wsthey set out from the Pitshdld; regard
ing the performance as an act of great merit,




XI1T.
THE HOLL FESTIVAL

v [ - annual return of this festival in honaor of the gnd
4 23 K rishni, excites the religious feelings and superstitious
=M cnzy of the Hindoos not only in Bengal but slso in
Orissa, Bombay, and in the Upper Provinces of India.  From
time immemprial, it has continued to exercise a very great
influence over theminds of the people at large, 3o much so that
what the Holi festival is in the Upper Provinces, the Doorga
Poojah is in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, being by far
the most popular and demonstrative in all their leading fea-
tures, Thotgh originally and essentially a Hindoo festival
of a religious character, dedicated to the worship of 2 Hindeo
god, it has subsequently ussumed a jubilant phase, dmwing
the followers of a different creed Lo its ranks; hence nat a few
Mussulmans in Upper India observe it in a sccular sense,
quite distinct from its religious aspect or requirements.

In Bengal it is called Dule Jattra, or the rocking of the
image of Krishna on its throne, It ocetirs on the day of the
full moon in the Bengallce month of Falgoon or March, at
the vernal equittox,—a sensan of the year when all the ap-
petites, passions and desires of the people are supposed to
be more or jess inflamed, and they naturally seck outlets of
gratification, In the Uppér Provinces it is known by the
pame of foli, or festival of scattering Sy or red powder
among friends and others. On the previous night the
peaple both here and in the Upper Provinces burn
amidst music the effigy of an uncouth -straw image of &
giant named Maydhasoor, who caused great disturbance among
the gods and goddesses in their hours of meditation and pray-
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o, To put a stop to this unhaly molestation the god
Naruyan or Krichna destroyed the giant by means of lhis
matchless valor and skill, and thus restared peace i heiven
&8 well as on earth,  To commemorate this glorions achieve-
ment, the image of the above giant is annually burnt on the
fiight previous to the Hofi festival,

The religious part of the ceremony, irrespective of it
idolatraus element, is performed in accordance with the ori-
ginal mles of the Hindoo ritual, which are free from all kinds
of abominations.  But the great body of the people, lacking
the vital principle of & pore and tiue fith and following the

impulse of unrestrained appetites, have gradually sunk into.

the depths of corruptiom,—the outcame of impure jmagi-
nations and of 2 vitiated taste, [n Bengal, the obscrvance
of this festival Is not characterised | by anything that iz vi
lenitly opposed to the social amenitios of life  Notwithstand-
ing the many-featured phases and multitudinous requirements
of the Hindoo cresd, the peculiarities of this festival are mnin-
Iy confined to the worship of the heusehold image, and the
entertainment of the Brahmins and friends. Daubing the
bodies of the guests with red powder in an either dry or liguid
state, and singing songs descriptive of the sports-of. Krishna
with the milk-maids fa the groves of Brindabun, form the
constituent clements of the festival in Bengal. Offerings of
riez, fruits and sweetmeats are inade to the god, mnd its bodyis
als smeared with red peseder by the officiating priest, sonsto
rendor it one with that of its followers. Atthe close of the cere-
many, the rite of purification 14 performed, which restores the
image—either a picce of stone or metal—to its normal purity.
It'is it niteworthy fact that in this festival, no wee
image made of clay und straw is either set up or thrown
into thesacred stream, as iy invariably the case with the other
Hindoo gods and goddesses generally worshipped: by the
people of Bengal. Krishna, fi whese honor this festival T

L
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celebrated, has many forms one of which generlly consti.
tutes the houschold dety that is worshipped every moming
and evening by the hereditary priest with all the solemnity
of & religious servide. A Hindoa who keeps an image of
this god is esteemned more in a religious point of view than
one who iswithout it. Tn the popular estimation he escapes
many censures to which a godless Hindoos is often exposed.,
Nor is this at all singular, An orthodox Hindoo who offers
up his daily prayer to his tutelar deity is-at least more con=
sistent In his principles, which, as Confucius very justly saps,
means Hexv¥, than one who is tossed about by a wavering
faith in the indistinguishable whirl of life.

The festival of Dole Jattra or Floli in Bengal, commenc-
ing on the day of the full moon, varies. however, in its
obaervance as to the day on which it is ta be hell Some
celebrate it on the first, some on the second, and somé again
on the third, fifth, seventh, ninth day of the dark phase of the
moon.  Generally Vaishnaws, or the followers of Krishna,
observe it, though in some cases, the Sakios,—the followers
of Doorga and  Ralli—also celebrate it. No bloody sacri-
fices arc offered on the occasion. Apart from the religious
merit atiributed to the ceremonial] it is comparatively a
tame and undemonstrative affair in the Lower Provinces of
Bengal when compared with the sensational excitement with
which it i3 celebrated in the Upper Provinces, 1n Orissa
too, it is kept up with great eclat before the shiring of Jugemr-
nauth and its environs. Thousands and tens of thousands
of pilgrims from a great distatice congregate there on this
eccasion and offer their oblations to the “stumped” Jord of
the world. When the inhabitants of Bengal talk of theiy
most popular festivals, they pronounce almost inveluntarily
the Dole and Doorgutsub, but the latter has fong since com-
pictely eclipsed the former, Mormlly, socially and intellec-
tually the enlightened Bengallees are assuredly the Athenians

w
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of Hindoostan, Their_growing intelligence and refined
taste,—the outcome of English education—have imbued
them with a healthier ideal of moral exeellence than any
‘other section of the Indian populition throughout the length
and breadth of the land (the Parsis of Bombay excepted).
It is owing to the influence of (his superior moral gense
that they do not abandon themselves to the general corriiption
of manners obtaining in Upper India during the JHa
festival,
* Fools make a mock atsin” isa scriptural proverh which
Is especially applicable to the inhabitants of the Upper Pro-
vinces on the annual return of this festival. Unlike their
brethren in Bengal they pay greater attention to the secular
than to the religious part of the ceremony. A few days
before the Huli, as if to enkindle the flame of 2 national
demonstration of & sensational character, they return to the
law, obscene old ballads. which constituts a notable featie
of the ceremonial, Week after week, day after day, and hour
after hour, they pour them out almost as spontancously s5a
bird, because they have a perverse: propensity for the indul-
gence of impure thoughts, and rude, profane mirth, which is xn
outrage on common decency and a scandal to a rational being, .
Notwithstanding the vigilance of the Police and the stringency
of the Tenal Code, these ragamuffins etroll along the public
Streets In bands, dance antics and sing obscene sonpgs H'iﬂl
Impunity, simply because the major portion of the Native
tonstables come from the same lower strata of society. Of
caurse before 3 European they dare not eommit the same
nuisanice. Should a luckless lemale, even old and infirm, chance
to come in their way, they unblushingly assail her witha
volley of scurrilous ‘and insulting epithets much too gross
to be tulcrated by a vational being having the smallest
madicum. of decoram abaug him. To give a specimen of
the songs, vulgar as they unquestionably  are, would be
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an act of unpardonable profanation. Even in the Burms
Bazar of Calcutta, where the Up-country Hindoos mostly
reside, excesses and enormities are committed, even in the
fill blaze of day, which alike belie reason and conscience,
and ignore the divine part of humanity. Mirth, music
and melody donot form the programme of their amuse.
ment, but a foverish excitement, orginating in Just
and leading to criminal excesses, is'the characteristic of the
scene.  If & sober-minded man were permitted to examine the
Cash Bogk of a country liquor shop, he would most assuredly
be struck with the enormous receipts of the shopkeeper
during the festive days on this occasion. Bacchanalinnism
in all its most detestable forms reigns rampant in almost
every home and purliey throughout the Upper Provinces,
Every brothel, every toddykhannah, every grog shop, is cruwd-
ed with customers from early morning to dewy evening and
_ later on.  An‘almost incessant volume of polluted and pollut-
ing outcries rises to the skies from these dens of  sin, smirch-
ing and vulgarising the brilliant ideals of a holy festival
The endless chanting of obscenz songs, the discopdant notes.
of the inchriated songsters almost tearing their throats in
cxcessive vociferations, the harsh din of musie, thelr frightful
gesticulations and contostions of the body, their frantic
dance, their dithyrambic fanaticism in which every sense of
decoritm 15 lost, their horrdd looks rendered tenfold morg:
horrid by reason of thelr smearing their bodies with rexd
powder, the pestiferous atmosphere by which they are encon-
passed, and their reeling posture and bestial intoxication, adf
couispire to make them “mock at sin* Nor s this to be
wondered at, The lives and examples of the Hindoo gods

* When the Tee Mr. Thammson, the Lintssnmt-Gorsmes of thy 8orkhe
Wadlern. I'movinces, visinil Bensien the Gp Limbedd city of Lty akriies suil llaly
beusfli, shueriong e Festival, bee ecclabmed Ik phoss Sl lgmstkon, * whs disgpustiag
penss ave eneotvd and fegiafil crimes perpetraied o ibe pany ol wigpos by
rathinid} leings expubily o jugor shd sibilinge: aijigimits Sty ille Ussiicle

eamuttine sre e A2 whjects of & Lallem ™
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have, il 3 great measure, moulded the chamcter of their
followers:  *Shiva is represented s declaring o Lucichee
that be would part with the merit of hiz works for the grati.
fication of a criminal passion; Bralima s barning with fust
towands his own daughter; Krishia as living with the wifie of
another, murilering & Washerman and stealing his elothes, and

sending his friend Yoodhisthira to the tegions of tarment by
cansing him o utter & falsehood ; Indra and Clundia are.

Seeht a8 the paramours of the wives of ‘their spiritual guides."
It ‘is much to be lamented thay the authors of the Hindoo
mytholegy have unscrupulovsly held up the revelsof their
gods to the imitating of Lhelr fullawwers,

1t i but just to obseryve that the more respectahile ¢lasses
&re restrained by a semse of honor from participating with the
papulace in the vicious pleastires of undisciplined passions.
But their implied approval of sich: sensual gratifications

tends; in no smal) degres; 'to fan the flame of nﬁpﬂfﬂ.&h‘u& -

frenxy, If they do not expose themselves in the highway,
they betray their concuipiscence within the confines of their
own dwellings. They substitute opium and bhang (hemp)
for spicituous liguors, and among the females of the house,
Same aunt or.other fathe hutt of their rude, unsecmly satirs,
Their lusts and wany of inward. discipline, stimulated by a
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w distinction of enste is woven into the very tex.
ﬁ‘ ture of Hindoo society. In whatever light it
is considered, refigioualy, morlly, or suchally, it

must be admitted that this abmormal system is ealcnlated
to perpetuste the imorance and  degradation of the
race among which it prevails, It is nseless to enguire
when and by whom it was founded. The Hindeo
Shastras' do fiot ngree-as to this peint, but it is- obvious
1o conclude that it must have originated in a dark age when
a pmud and selfish priesthood, in the exercise of its sacer-
dotal functions; impesed on the people this' galling yolee of
religions and social servitude, Even the ruléss of the land
were not exempt from its baneful’ influence. They were as
much subject to the prescribed rules. of their order us the
comtmean people.  Caleulating eon the implicit and unques,
tioning obedienca of men to their authoritative injunctions,
a scheming hierarchy established ‘a universal system, the
demoralizing effécts of which are perhaps without & parsile|
in the annals of human socicty. The capacity and culture
of man's intellect was shamefully under-estimated when it
was expected that such an artificial order, so preposterously
unsdited to the interests af humanity and to the advancement
of civilization; should for ever continue to influcnce the life
and destiny of unborn generations,

“The distinctions of rank in Eurape” says Mr. Ward, * are
founded upon civic merit or learaing, and answer very im-
portant ends in the social unjon ; but this system commences
with a1 act of the most consummate injustice that was ever
perpetraied ; binds in chains of adsmant nine-tenths of the
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people, debars them for ever from all access ta a higher state,
whiateyer their merits may be; puts a lock upat the whale
intelecr-of three of the four orders, and branding their very
birth with infamy, and rivetting their chaing fior ever, suys
t. millians and millions of mankind,— you proceeded from
the Tect of Brahma, you were created for servitude! ™
Histary furnishes no parallel to such an avdacious declar-
ation, mide in utter defisnee of the fundamental principles
of humanity. The onward march of intellect can never be
checked, even when fenced in by the strongest of artificial
barriers, . Still will that * grey spirit* rise and chase away the
errors which age has accumulated and superstition cherished.
IR greyt st yeming in dede
T Ellew krowlalge, like s iinking tar,
Biyond the utmest bounid of humas thoughd ™

The distinction of caste, jt is obvious, was originally insti-
tuted to secure to the hierarchy al} the superior advantages
of & privileged class, and to condemn all other arders to follow
menial eccupations such as the trades of the country  could
furnish. They kept the key of knowiedge in their own hands;
ansl thus exercised 4 domineering influence over the muss of
the people, imnginiﬂ:-.'._ that their extlysive privileges should
have endléss duration, This power in their hapds was
"either a tressury chest or a rod of fron The mind  tecodls
from contemplating what weuld have been the state of the
country, the extent of her hopefessness and helplessness, i
the light of European knowledge had not dawned and pene-
trited the Hindoo mind, and thereby introduced. a healthier
state of things. Eighty years back this system was at the
zenith of its splendour; men clung to it with all the tenacity
of 2 natural institution; and proseribed those who ventured to
break through it fetters, fr was-a Lerrible thing then to
depart from the established order of social union ; the Jeast
Whisper of & deviation and the slightest violation.of its rules
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were visited with social persecution of the worst type. I
cannot do better than give a: few instances, ilinstrating the
pature of the punishments to which a Hindoo was subjectad
in that period of terror, when caste-mania raged most furiously.
" After the establishment of the English power in Bengal,
the caste of a Brahmin of Calcutta was destroyed by a Eura-
pean who foreed into his mouth flesh, spirits, & After
remaining three years an outcast, great efforts were made, at
an expense of eighty thousand rupees; to restore him to the
pale of his caste, but in vain, as many Brahming of the same
order refused 1o associate with him asone of their-own. After
this, an expense of two lacks of Rupeées more was incurred,
when he was re-admitted to the privileges of hiscaste.  Abaut
the year 1802, a person in Calcutta expended in feasting and
presents to Brahmins fifty thousand Rupess to be re-admitted
into the ring of his caste from which he had been excluded
for eating with a Brahmin of the Pavraler caste.  Not long after
this, two Peeralese Brahmins of Caleutta made an effort to
wipe out the opprobrium of Pacnalism, but were disappointed,
though they had expended a very large sum of money,
*Ghunusyamu, a Brahmin, about thirty-five years ago,
went to England and was cxmmmun[ﬂul. Gocool] another
Hrahmin, about the same time went to Madrss, and was re-
nounced by his refatives but after incurring some expense in
feasting Brahmine, he was received back. In the year 1808,
a blacksmith of Serampore returned from Madras anid was
disowned by his fellow caste men, but after expending two
thousand Rupees amongst the Brahmins, he wis restored to
his family and friends, In the same year the mather of Kali
Prosaud Ghose, a rich Kuayusto of Benares, who had Jost caste
by intercourse with Mussulmans and was called a Peeralse,.
died, Kali Prosaud was much concerned on account of the
rites required to be performed in honor of the manes of his
deceased parent, but no Brhmin would officiate at the.
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cerefmony ; after much entreaty and promise of rewirds, he
prevailed at last upon eloven Brahimins to perform the: neces-
siry ceromanies at night A person who had a dispute with
these Brahmins informed against them, and they were imme-
diately abandoned by their friends.  After waiting several
ddays in wain, hoping that his friends wonld relent, one of
these Brahmins, tying himsell to a jor of water, drowmed
himself In the Gangea: Some years ago, Ram, a Brahmin of
Tribany, hiving, by mistake, married his son to a Peevales
girl, and heing abandoned by his friends, died of a troken
hewrt.  In the year 1803, Shibu Ghose, a Kapusto, married a
Preerutles girl, and was not restored to his ‘vaste till after seven
years, und after he had expended seven thousand Rupees for
the expiation of his offence.  About the same period, a
Bralunin woman of Velupookuria, having been defioured, anil
in consequence outcasted, put an end to her existence by

sovoluntary starvation. In the villageof Buj Buj, some years

ago, a young man who had lost his caste through the crimi-
nal intrigues of his mother, 4 widow, in & state of frenzy

poisoned himself, and his two surviving brothers abandoned the-

country. Goarooprasaud, a Brahmin of Churna, in Rurdivan,
not many years ago, through fear of losing caste, in conse-
quence of the infidelity of his wife, left his home and died of
griel at Benares, About the year 1800, a Brahmin lady of
Santipare murdered her illegitimate child, to prevent dis-
covery and loss of caste. In the year 1807 a Brahmin of
Tribany murdered his wife by strangling her to avert Joss of
custe through her cominal intrigues, About the year 1790;
Kalidass, a Brahmin, wiio had been inveigled into marrying
a washerman’s daoghter, was obliged to flee the country to
Benares, where being discovered, he sold all his property and
fled, and his wife became a manise. In the time of Rajah
Ksishna Chunder Roy,a Brihmin of Santipore was found to
haye u criminal intrigue with the davghter of o shoemaker:

i
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the Rajah forbade the barber of the village to shave the
family or the washerman to wash for them: in this distress
they spplied to the Rajah and afterwards to the Nawab for
restoration, but Invain,  After having been despoiled of their
resources by the false promises of pretended. friends, the
Rajah relented and removed the ban, but the family have not
obtained to this day their pristine position.®
* Numbers of outcasts abandon their homes and wandes

about il death. Muny other instances might be given
In ‘which the fear of losing caste had led to the perpetra-
tion of the most shocking murders, which in this country
are easily concealed, and thousands of children are mur-
dered] in the womb, to prevent discovery amil the corsenient
loss of caste, particularly in the houses of the Koolin
Brahmins™

The inveterate tenacity with which the rites and privileges
of caste are ¢lung to is & prominent feature of the Hindpo
churacter, showing, like many other facts, that as'a nation—the
Rajpoots excepted —they fear the sword-blade, but can meet
death with calmness and fortitude when they npprehend any
dangrer to the purity of caste. In the year (777, a Mussuls
man pobleman forcibly seized the davghters of three Brah-
ming They complained to the judge of the district; but ob-
taining no redress, they committed suicide by poison uniler
the nose of the unrighteons judge.  “ When; about & q:_nﬁﬁj'
since; & body of sepoys were ﬂeinu brought from Madras to Cal-
cutta, the provisiona ran short, till at last the anly food consisted
of saltad beef and pork. Though a few submitted to the neces-
sity of circumstances and defiled themselves, many préferred
& languishing death by famine to a Hfe polluted by tasting

* Rajab Elwen Chunder Roy, it the latter end of the 181k mt:{

rmidarE permias and’ femities whoo bl forfidted el case hj- i | b{m
iro (him 8 Bmey fine for which there geed (o Le wibeh
“hﬂﬂ“ﬂiﬂihdpmmmddeMIhmr of

Many Dosde of LAl or parties of ouy day follow the sme practice,
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jorbidden food, The Mussuliman Governors oftes took ad-
vantage of this prejudice, when their exchequers were emply
The Hindoo would submit to the most excruciating
tortures mither than diselose his hoard, bul the mement his
religlous purity was threatened, he complied with any de-
saand, if the sum asked for was within his means | if not the
man belng linked to his saste fellows, the latter maised the
required sum by subscription.”

In & moral point of view, the effects of this distincticn
are: equally mischiovous. Far fram promoting a spirit ol
benevolence and good fellowship betwesn man and man,
it ‘has a natural tendency to engender hostile [eclings, which
canmot fail to militate against the best interests of humanity,
Should & Hindoo of imferior caste happen to touch one of
superior caste, while the latter Iscooking or eating, he throws
away eyerything as defilal.  Even in cases of extreme
sickness, the one will seldom condescend to dunk water out
af the hiands of the other.  There are aldoinstaness on recond
in which.two Hindoos of the same caste refise to eat together,
simply because they belong to two several dadls or parties
its the villages espesially this partisan feeling i sometimes
carried. to so great w length that no party will scruple to
blist the fair lame of their antagonists by scanilalous scousa-
tions and uncalled-for slunders. Thousands and thousands
of Rupees are spent in securing the favors or alliance of
the Kuolins—the great arcbitets of caste,—and he who by
the power of his purse can enlist on his side a larger pum-
bers- of these pampered Koolins, generally takes away the
palm. The hard struggle for the attainment of thix hollow,
ephemeral distinction, instead of <timulating any noble desine
or lnudable ambition. aimost invariably terminates in foster-
ing an antagonistic spirit, which k= decidedly opposed to
the laws of good fellowship and the general brotherhiood of
mankind, Gemune charity can tiever exist in sucl an unex-
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pansive state of society. and mutual love is torn in shreds.
AT the original founder of the system had calmly and soberly
consislered, apart from selfish motives, & tithe of the evils
which the caste system was calculated to inflict on society,
he would, 1 make no doubt, have paused before imposing on
Hindoo society the fetters of caste servitude

It has been urged by the advocates of the system thar it
is designed to confer a great boon 6n siciety by confining:
cach trade or occupation to one particular class, and tho-mby
securing perfection in that line; but the argument is as
fallacioud as the result ls disippainting, Experience and:
observation sufficiently prove that the Hindoo artisans use
mtmost the same tools and implements which thelr predecessers
used centuries ago. They work with the sme Joom and
spindle, the same plough, the same spade, the same scythe,
the zame threshiitgy mochine and the sime cverything that
were in vogue at the time of Fiormmadratta in the six-
teenth century, and if any improvemont has been effec-
ted, it is owing to the superior skill of the foreignem
It i, however, creditable to the pative artisans o sav that
they evince a great aptitude for learning and jmitating
what they see.  Native carpenters, shocmakers, tallom,
etigravers, lithographers; printers, gold and silver-smiths, &,
nowsa-days turn aut articles which in point of werkmanship
ate not very much inferior to thise imported from  Europe,
OFf course they are materially indebred to Europeans fir
this improvement.

The sircumstances which cause the loss of caste are the
fullowing: The abandonment of the Hindoo religion, jotrmey
to forcign eountries which involves the eating of forbidden fod,
the eating of food cooked by one of inferior caste or of food
forbidden to the Hindoos, female unchastity in a family,
the cohabiting with women of = lawser caste, or with those of

. foreign, nations and the. non-performance of  religious rites
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prescribed in the Shastras® There are other' circumstances:
which detract from the digoity of @ family, but they are of
secandary Importance.  These causes were in full operation
some sevetity or eighty years aga. The unanimous voice af
the neighbours denounced a Hindu as an outeast if he
ware found guilty of any' of the above transgressions. Purity
of caste was then watched with greater solicitude than pirrity
of canscienice and character. The magnates of the land
spared neither expense nor pains to preserve inviolate the

ontward purity of their caste.  The populir shastias of the

Hindoos are eertainly very eonvenlent and accomimodating i
every pespict; the sins of a life-time, nay of ten lives. muy be
washed away by an ablution in the sacred stream of the Gans
ges on the occasion of certain doly days called yorrs; 6o e
quisite provision s made in them for the atonement of the
iu_sf of caste by performing certain relipious rites and I’ﬂnﬁig.:
and muking suitable presents to Brahmins in monay and
lr_}mL But it has always been a matter of wonder Lo many
that the FPeoralois or the Tagores of Caleutta, alike poted fiur
thoir weaith and liberslity, have not as yrt been able to re
gain thelr caste ar thelr original position in Hindu sticiety,
The olvious reason appears to be that they are not desirons
of arestoration by submitting to any kind of humiliating:
atopement,  They have shown thelr wisdom in pursuing such
an independent and nunly course. The history of Pecrifor
is thus given by Me Ward: “A Nabob of the name '.;.r
Peeraloe s charged with having destroyed the rank of Miny
Hindus, Brabmins and others; and from thess persons have
descended a very considerable number of fumilics scattera
m-u.thu country, who have been branded with the hame of
their nppressor.  These persons practise all the feremonies
of the Hindu religion, but are crefully avoided by other

* Tha moo-performance of 1ellgiui rtce dies ped oo b . :
‘whture of =ate.  Hindi wcdey .mé.,;,,l Inz i m.ﬂ;:_'" bpwever, entail 5.

“dl



_—

CASTE. 173

Hindus as-outcasts. It is supposed that not less than filty,
fumilies live In Caleutta, who employ Brahmin pricsts to per-
form the ceremomies of the Hindu religion for-them. 1tis
said that Rujuh Krishna Chunder Roy was promised fuve
lacks of Rupues by a Peeralee, if he would only honor him
with s visit of 1 few moments; but he refused® Such wasthe

virulence with wihich the. caste mania raged when Hindy

higotry had reached its culminating point.. Rajah Krishna
Chunder Roy of Kishnaghur; about 100 miles north of Cal-
cutta, was otherwise meputed to have been a very sencrous
hearted man, 3 great patron of leaming and leamed men, but
he was:so biindly led away by the impulse of bigotey that he
unhesitatingly declined to assist a brother countryman of his
who had been subjected to social ostracism through mere
accident. But the Rajal's grandson, if [ am rightly informed,
when e hasd pecasion to'come down to Caleuita n few years

‘back, unscrupulously took up his quarters ut Spence’s: Hotel,

and. freely emjoyed the company of his European friends,
indicating a healthy change in the social economy of the
pesple, the result solely of intellectual expansion, and of the
inauguration of a better era through the mpid diffusion of
western knowledge®

The Peraler or the Toagore family of Caleutta, be it
recorded to their honor, Buve long been’ eminently  distin-
guished by.}ﬁ:_ﬁr liberality, manly fndopendence, enlightened

-

principles dnd enterprising spirit. Some of the members of

this family cccupy the foremost rank amongst the friends of
native imprevement.  The late Baboo Diwarkey Nath Tagore
set & noble example to his contrymen by his disinter-
ested exertions in the cise of native education and public
charities.  Several of his European friends were  under deep
abligations to him for his unbounded liberality under peculiarly

* 1 am juciined v bl that what  the aie Mol | Ui |
Inifieidial act : ga. the hewd 0l the. Hinden of lhangh mﬁa i
bo 1k s

o woulil wrbetly fallow the prticer of his grest ancestor even
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embarrassed circumstances ;* the length of his purse was equal
fed by the breadth of his views  Hjs object in proceeding to

England ‘was mainly to extend his knowledge: by a closer

and more famillur intercourse with Europeans.  He was the
oghr-hand of the Dusrrious Mindoo reformer, the late Raja
Rammohun Roy, His magnanimous mind, his enlightened
views, his engaging manners, his amisble qualities both in
public and private life, and his indomitable zeal in endea-
veuring to elevate his eotintry in the scale of civilization, gave
hitm an influence in English society never before or after
enjoyed by any Hindoo geutleman. His sorthy relative and
caadjutor, the late Baboo Prosono Coomar Tagore, C. 5.1,
who has left a princely fortune, was no less distinguished for
his enlurged views and liberal sentiments,  Flis rich endow-
ment of the Tagore Law Lecturship in connection with the
Calcutta University has substuntially established his clalm
on the gratitulle of his countrymen. It was he that firse
started the native English Paper called the » Beformer,"
‘which nat.anly opened the eyes of the Hindoos to the ermrs
of the antiquate] system under which they lived, but diffused

n healthy taste for the cultivation of English [feriture Among

the rising generation of his countrymen, and thereby paved
the way for the development of advanced thought and in-
telligent opiimion on the practical enunciation and appresiation
of which mainly depends the future advancemant of the nation.
The late Moha Rajah Ramanmuth Tagore, © 5. T. another
member of the Thgore lamily, wis deservedly eiteemed for his
Hbseral !gnlfﬁ'ngnu, his high sense of honor, his scrupulony
fidelity aod. his unblemished character. Baboo Debender-
nath Tagore, theson of the late Baboo Drwarkevnauth Tagore,
bearsa highly exemplary character. His uncompromising
stnigh'tfarwnrﬂ:m his sincerity and piety, his high integrity,

= o e fuienel abone S prre twe s of Rupeos’ mithods sy wesrity,
rr-l' ng a il of megnanimity selilom Le be weel wih among the millionaires
thiw pl-nm:ﬂ;.
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his devotedness to the cawse of religion, his unassuming
habits, the stvity of his disposition, and his utter contempt for
waorldly enjoyments; have shed an unfading lustre around his
neme.  Well may India be proud of such.a worthy son. Maha
Raja Jotendesmohun Tagore, C. S 1, Raja Sourendermohun
Tagore, his brothur, and Baboo Gynendermohun Tagore, the
son of the late Baboo Prosanocoomar Tagore, also belotig to
this family : all of them bear a very high charncter for intel=
ligence, integrity, and sound maral principles.

All these distinguished individuals are descended from
Parralee ancestors.  Few have more deservedly merited
the respect and esteent of their countrymen, or better vindl-
tated their righthil claim to the honors bestowed on some
of them. I they are denounced s oubéasts such oiteasts
are the ornaments of the country. I they are far in the rear
of gaste they are assurcdly. far in the van of intelligence, ability,
mental activity, refinement and honesty,  If to be 4 Paraler
were an indelible stigma, it is cortainly a glory to the whole
nation that such a noble and stainless character ‘as Baboo
Debendernauth Tagore Is amimber of the same fimily. We
would search i vain among the countless myriads of [ndia
for such a meek; spatless, but bright and ploriows model.

It is mueeever, to the Paraler or Tagore (amily that
the enlightencd Hindoo community of Calentts is principally
indebted for its refined taste ‘and elovated ideas.  May they
eantiniie to shed their benign inflience not only on the. rising
but umbprn generations of their countrymen; and carry on the
work of reformation, not with the impetucsity of mash innova-
tars, but with the cool delibemtion of reflecting minds.

The rules of caste are not now strictly observed, and
their ohéervance is scarcely compatible with the spirit of the
age; and in one sense we have scarcely a Hindoo in Beéngal,
especially.amongst those who live in the Presidency town

.and the district towns
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The distinction of caste {5 more honored in the breach
than in the observance of i* As English schools and col-
léges are multiplyiog in every ook and eorner of the empire,
tnore liberal ideas and princijles are being imbibed by the
Hindoo youths, which bid fair in process of fime to exercise o
regenerating influetice on the habits of the people.  Idilatry,
and jts necessury eancomitunt, priesteraft, is fast lsing s
‘hold on their minds: a new phase of life indicates the near
‘approsciuol an fmprovéd oider of things; lless which had
for ages been pent up in the dirk, dreary cell of ignomnee
now find a free outlet, and the recipients of knowledge
breathe & piirer atmosphere, cleir of the hazy mists that had
hisherto clowded thelr intellect.  To a philanthropist such &
forecast is in the lighest degree encournging. The
distinction of caste has also received a fatal blow by the
frequent wisits of young and aspiring native gentlemen to
Engiand for the purpose of completing thelr education there.
This growing desire among the rising generation should be
encoiraged &s it his an excelletit tendency to promote the
moral and intellectual improvement of the nation.

The late Baboo Ramdodlal Deyt of Caloutts, who was
a ulf-mmle man and a1 m:lhunmrc, was a- Dutlaputty. or head
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ol ‘a party. When the subject of caste was discussed, he
emphatically aid, that *the caste was in/his iron chest," the
menning of which was that money has the power of restoe-
ing caste

“The late Baboo Ram Gopal Ghose, & distingushed mer-
clant and reformer of this City, had a country residence at
Bagatf, near Tribuni, in the Hooghly district, about 100 mils
east of Calcutta. He had a mother who was, as might
be expected, a superstitious old lady. Baboo Ram Gopal
an peinciple  never wounded hee feelings by interfering with
her religious belief.  On the ooeasion of the Doorga Pocjul at
his country house, his motheras usual directed the servants to
elistifbule the wepbidli, or offérings, constating of rlee, Truits
s sweetimeats, among the Brahmins of the neighbourhood |
but they all, to a man, refused to accept thesame, on the
ground that Ram Gopal was not a Mredis, which was tantu-
mount 1o decluring that he had no faith in Hindooism, and
was an outcast from Hindoolsm. On secing the offerings
brought back, his mother’s lamentations knew no bounds,
bésause the refusal of the Rrahming to accept the offerings
was a-dishonor, and involved the question of the loss of caste.
Appreliending the dreadful consequences of such a refusal,
especinlly in a village where bigotry reigned supreme; the old
lady became quitedisconsolate.  Ram Gopal, who with strofig
eommen sense combined the benefit of a libeml English
education, thowght of the following expedient : He at once
suggested that every wopbidhi (offering) should be accompa-
nied by a sum of five Rupees. The temptation was too
great to be resisted; the very Brahmins whe, twohours back,
openly refiised to tuke the offerings, now came running in
numbes to Ram Gupal's house for thelr share, and regularly

to socegit Do usa] Emmtnbssion on wach articles by which be might have, odesinl
at.banes furty, thousapd . Rapocs per onmnme ?I-'I these tlays no Naboo dectines

bt bk el iuamia] bomimbidun, bot on the contiay, many sre sngucd b e Umibe,
» Wikl by o samzllegionm =21 im the eye of tha Hindon Shaster,
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serambled for the thing. Tn fuct, he had mon: demands than
he could meet. Thus 3 few Rupees had the marvellous effoct
of turning a. Sakik into & pure Hindoo, fully illustrating the
truth of Ramdoolal Dey's saying, thay » Caste was ini his
iron chest"” Examples of this Rature may Inmulﬁp[iqitu
sny extent, but they are pot Aecessary.  Thits we see the
decadence of this artificial systamis inevitable, as indeed of
every other unhealthy instituting Apposed to the best intepeats
of humanity,

I cannot close this chapter without dmwing the atten.

the most onthedox Hindoos daily violate the rules of caste
by using the shidko Rl (rice produced from Boiled peaddy)
which is aften prepared by Mussalmans and other low caste
husbandimen, whose very touch is pallution to the food of the
Hindoo, It isa notoricys fact that nine-tenths of the Hindoos.
of Bengal, incliding the Brahmin class, are in the habit af
eating shidlo ohdll, which s the prime staff of their Hves,
simply because the other kind of vice, dtal cldli (vice produced
from syn-dried’ paddy), cantaiiis o0 much starch or mutri-
tive property and is difficult of digestion by oy o rice-fid
Bengalless whin are, with few exceptiong, canstitationally
weak fmmavariety of capses eiumented before.  In gle
North-West Provinees: people never se slerdbe tiee uur"ing to
its being boiled fu an unhusked statp.

The Hindoos of our day often consume sugar refined
with the dist of chareaal hones, The universal yze of shidlie

and the like, the general yseof which is a direct violation of the
tules of caste, A Hindoo female, when she becomes a widow, .

A
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at an ndvanced period of life, sometimes takes to drad rice
becaise it s not produced from boiled paddy which makes
it impure, but from sun-dred paddy, and here the members
of the: Tagore family are more strict in thelr regome than
any other claes of Hindoos in Bengal. There are, however,
yet a fow orthodox Hindoos, who, though they eat shiidho rice,
nevertheless abstain from using bazar-made sweetmests -and
Municipal pipe water because the engines of the latter are
said to be greased and worked by Mussalman snd Christian
hands: Such men make their own sweetmeats at home with
Benares sugar and drink Ganges water, but the younger
members of their family, if not without their approval at
least with thelr partial cognisance, daily make the greatest
inrosds on this institution without having the moral coumge
to avow their acts. They ecat and drink in the Europenn
Eishion, and preserve their castes intact by a positive and
emphitic disclaimer,. So much for the consistency of their
character. When the orthodox heads of Hindoo families
are gathered unto their fathers, the key-note of the present
or rising eneration will be—* perish caste with all fts mons«
trous eviie®




XIV.
A BRAHMIN.

Brahmin of the present iron age is quite 4 diferent
ecclesinstic from what he was in the past poliden age.
He is a metamorphosed being,  Believing in the

doctrine of metempsychosis, he claims to have desconded Troin
the moath of the Supreme Brahmd, the Creator accordingto
the Hindoo trind, In the lapse of time, his physieal organisa-
tion, lis tradinonal ceputation as a saint-and sage, Tis thorough
devotion to his religious duties, his mental’ abstraction, his

'lugh;nl acumen, the parity of his charpcter; his habitude

-anil mode of living, have all undergone a radical change,
unequivocally indicating the gradual declension of cor

poreal steenggth; of intellectund vigor, as: well a= of ‘morsl

‘worth.  In former times he was populurly regarded au the
visible embodiment of the Creator, and the delegated ox-
ponent of all knowledge, revealed or acquired. The old
ind venerabile Munis and Rishis, and their philosuphical
dissertations, their theologicl controversies and their religious
and -cthical disquisitions; cvoked the admiration of the
world in ‘the dark ages before the Christain era,  Almost
all' of them lived in a state of asceticlsm, and devoted
their lives to religious. contemplation, renouncing all the
pleasures, passions and desires of the mundane world, The
longevity of their lives in their sequestered retreat, the pesfect
yurity of their manners, the simplicity of their habite, and
their tlevated conception of the inumutable attributes of God,
inspired the people with a profound reverence for their precepts
and principles, The princeand the peasant afile paid their
homage to the saceedutal cless, whose doctrines had, in the
pritnitive state of sogicty, the authority of religion and law,
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The power of the Brahmins penetated every class of
the people, and by way of cminence they called themselves ~—
Divifi, & ¢, the regeneratedd or the twice born—a term which
should only be applicd to the really inspired sons of Gasl
Since the promulgation of the Institutes of Manu they ob-
tained that prominent rank among the Hindoos which they
have retained unimpaired nmidst all dyoastic changes.  Keop-
ing the key of all knowledge in their exclusive custody, their
functions were originally confined to the performance of
rollgions ceremonies ‘and the promulgation of laws. In
. all the affairs of the state o religion, the fat of their ordi-

nances had all the weight of a sacred command.  Even the
onler of 4 mighty potentate was beld in subordination to
their injusietions, Theéy were enjoined to worship their guar-
dian deity three timea o day, and were strictly probibited
fram engaging in any seculir occupation. They practised
all manner of austeritics tending to beget a contenipt for all
worldly enjoyments, and paved the way by religions medite—
tion for ultimate absorption into the divine essence,—an ideal
of the sublimity of which we can have no conception in
the present degencrate age.

The complete monopoly of religious and legal know-
ledge which the Brahmins enjoyed for a very considerable
period after the first dawn of learning in the East anterior—
to the Christian erm, efabled them to put furth their very
great influence upon the spiritnal and temporal concerns of
the three other orders of the Hindoo population; who implicitly
aceorded to them all the valuable rights of A privileged' cluss,
superior to all earthly power whatsoever. It has been ex-
pressly declared in the Institutes of Manu that Tlindoo Law
was a direct emanation from God,  * That Immutable Power,”
says Manu, *having enacted thizs Code of Laws, himsell

3 taweht it fully to me in the beginning) afterwards T 'tapght
Marichi and the nine other holy sages” 1t is believed that
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in the tenth century, B. C: *the complete fision of [fndive
tawe and relighon”™ was effected, and that both were ad-
ministered by the Brohmiins, until some mighty kings arose
‘in Rajpoptana, who curtailing their supreme influence reduced
them to a secondury position. Thencelorward their ascen-
dency pradually began to decline, till at length through
meceeding generations it dwindled into comparative insigni
ficance.® Tn process of time, the four.grand original classes
stowly multiplied, which is not to be wonderad at in o great
community split into divisions and subdivisions, Scparated
from each other by different erceds, manners, customsy and
‘modes of life,  These ramifications necessarily  Invalved
diversities of religious, moral and legal opinions and doctrines
mofe o less fatal to the unquestioned authority of the
Brakmins, who secing in the progress and revalution of
soclety the inevitable decay of their hitherto imilisputed
influence, abandoned the traditional and prescribed path of
religious life and betook  themselves to secular pursult el
gain for thelr. subsistence. The necessary conseqgtience now,
— is that in almost every sphere of life, in every profession or
calling, the Brahmins of the present day are extensively
engaged.  And their copidity Is so great, that every principle
of law and morality is shamefully compromised in their
wealings with mankind, A Brahwmin i no longer typical of
either religious purity or moral excellence. His profound
eridition, his logical subtlety in spinning inte niceties the
most commonplace distinctions, his apirit of deep research and
his illimitable power of polemical discussion, have all forsalion
him, and from an inspired priest he has degenerated into a
mereEnary pureiit, He oo longer wears on his forchead the
frontiet of rightecnsness, his whole heart, his whole soul =

* As the saturl comioquence of (ki deglem of wipenuicy, zitlea)
learming, from this anal of _unllqgrm 'dﬂnm-‘mnnc-.,m:[epl a mit:a&r shem,
eccadonally distarbet ol beoken | by Ynilliaif cotaseating oF Tight therwi injont
m&ﬁmmlm“!mhn. susdemporasously spnsine] by the it wdfiiate ol




impreghated with corruption, In & forvent spirit, e no
longer says to his followers—* ot us meditate on the adarable
light of the Divine Ruler ; may it guide our intellects.”  His
sacred poita (Brahminical thread) his divine gayidtres { peayer)
his ‘holy desd (bead roll), his theee daily services with the
sacresd water of the Ganges, no longer inspire the minds of
his votaries with awe, obedience and homage.  From the
worship of the only Living and True God he has descended
“to the worship of 330 millions of gods and of god-
desses, Human nomeration reels at the list The indivi-
duafity of the godhead is lost in the never ending cycles of
deified objects, animate and inanimate.  Weno longer recog-
nise in the Brahminical churacter and 1ife an unsullied image of
godlike purity, holiness and sublimity, His ministmtions no
lattger fill us with joyful and exhilarating hopes which extend
beyond the grave and promise to lead us to the safe anchorage
of everlasting bliss..  They no langer stir up in onr breasts
during each hour of life's waning lustre * & sublimer faith, a
brighter prospect, a kinder sympathy, a geutler pesination.”
I ask every Hindoo to look into his heart honestly and answer
frankly whether a Brahmin of the present day is n true cmbodi-
mient, & glorltus display, a veritable representative of Hrshmu,
the Creator,  Has he not long since sacrificed his traditional
puire faith on the altar of selfishness and concupiscence dagd
committed a deliberate suicide of his momal aud spiriting)
faculty?  We blush to answer the question in the affirmative.
I now purpose to give a short account of the ecoremunie
contected with the investitiire of the poita, the sacred thread
ar a Brahmin, on the strength of which he assumes the highs
st ecclesipstical honors and privileges.  Acearding to the
indoo alinanac, an auspiciots day is fized for this important
ceremonial, which opens & new “chapter fn the life of 3 —
Brahmin especially intended to ensure Jilm all the rmire bene-
- fits of a full-blown Dewifa, or the twice-bom. I celebrating
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the rite, particular regard is had to the state of the weathers
should any rtmospheric disturbance occur, the ceremony, s
pastponed to the next clear day.  The age assigned for the
imvestiture 15 between nine and fifteen years.  The oceasion
il accompanied in many cases by the preparation of
annnunds nare, a kind of swestmeat made of powdered
rice, treace, coooanut and gingelly seeds rolled up into small™
round balls and fried in mustard il  This particular sort
of Hindoo confectionery, evidently a relic of primitive pre-
parations, is manufactured on all occasions  imdicative of
domestie  rejoicing, Thenee the sipmificance ‘of the name
given aboyve.  Before the appointed day, the boy b enjisined
to abstain from the use of fish and oil, and on the moming
of the ceremony, having been shaved, he is made to bathe, and
put on red elithes, amd when the rite of investiture commnices
wears a conical shaped tinsel hat, while the priest-reads certain
incantation< and worships Narayan or Vishnog, represented by
a small mund stone called Saligram Suin, the ordinary house-
hold god of all Hindoos, A picee of eloth is held aver his head,
that he may notsee or be seen by any of thonon Brahmi-
nical castee  He then assumes the damds, or the staff of an
‘ascetical mendicant. which is represented by the liranch of a
il tree held in his right hand, at the top of which is tied a
Temot with @ bit of dyed cloth.  An initiatory peifa made
of bwisted | bkooshk grass, to which s fastencd a pices of deer's
skin, is next placed over the boy's left shoulder during the
repetition of the prescribed incantations.  The father then
repeats to his son, in'a low voice, st o Soodes Should hear,
“the sacred gapdfree three times, which b tries his beit to com-
mit to methory. The fdeesh grass porfe is here removed,
and & real thread godta spun by Bralunin women® which

T wo mimeble = il = dome of Dhin redided il
potualhy  mirbem b gl & IirLlﬂt by ek e n-ma}hmt"ﬁ
wod eivimge foe bodos, Indicating tbe  gimching  perurty  anl  eepailiive
wpmilos i owhich iy pine moy thelr  wrmiched erjaemre, Izl b o
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he is to wear ever atterwards, is substituted in its place. The
boy now puts on his shoes and holds an umbrella in his hand
while the priest reads and the father repeats the usual incan-
tations, tending to awaken in the boy a sense of the grave
responsibility he assumes  Thus dressed as 3 Brakmackares
(s religions mendicant), with a staff upon his shoulder and a
beggar's wallet hanging by his side, he goes to his mother,
father and other relatives and begs alms, repeating at the
same e a certain word in Sunskrit. They give him each a
small quantity of rice, a few poitas and a few Rupees, amount-
ing in some cases to two or three hundred. The boy then
squats down while the father offers a bumt sacrifice and
repeats’ the customary incantations, After the performance
of these ceremonics, the boy in his Srakmackares attive
suddenly rises up in a fit of pretended ecstacy and declares
before the company that he is determined in future to lead
the life of a religious mendicant. The announcement of this
resolution instantly evokes the sympathy of the [ather,
mother and other relatives, and they all persuade him to
change his mind and adopt a secular life, citing instances
that that life is favourable to the cultivation and growth of
domestic and social affections as well as religious principles
f the highest arder, The holy Shastra expressly inculcates
that & clean heart and a righteous spirit make men happy
even amid the sofrows of carth, and that the sackeloth of
- mendicancy is not essential to righteousness if we carnestly
and sincerely ask God to give us His true riches, Thus

4 few of thes widows ave [eht *'1o the cold juty md grudging charty of &
frosty woshl Thay milght almokl sing and siph' with e et 25 be sat in deep
delection on 1he shore.
© “Alss | T have nor bope, mor keaih,

Naor pepce within, nos eales srusml

Now that cantens, ing wealih,

The nge b comemyigion foumd

Cithers Loee whom thes surrennd,

Suiinng they live, anl call life pleasme

T s that ey hath Yorm desit in snothir mesmrs
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sdmonished, he with apparent relnctance abmndons his pre-
concerted design, which is & mere sham, and assumes the wile
of seculaiiam. Certain formulas are now  repeated, aiter
which the boy leaves his vifiea staff] and takes in hand s
thin Bamboo staff, which he throws over his:shoulder.. Other
ritunlistic rites are the performet], at the close of ‘which the
priest recefves his fee for the trouble and departs home with
the offerings. The boy next walks into a room, a3 womsan
pouring out water as he goes. e is then taught to commit
to memory his daily service, called sundipe, after the res
petition of which he eats the charé made of milk, sugar
and rice boiled together,

For three days after being investited with the poila the
boy 8 enjoined to sleep either on a carpet or a deer's skin,
without a mattress or a musqulto curtain.  His food conalsts of
hoiled rice, ghee, milk and sugar, ete, only ance a day, without
oil and szit. He is strictly prohibited to see the sun or the
face of A socdra, and is constantly employed in learning the
sncred gapifree and the forms of the dally seeviee which
should b repeated thrice in aday. On the morning of the
fourth day, he goes' to the sdcred stream of the Ganges,
thtows the two staves into the water, bathes, repeats his
peayers, returns home, and again enters on the performance
of his ordinary seculer dutiess During the day, a few
Brahmins are fed acconding to the circumstances of the
family. Thus the ceremony of investiture is closed, and the
boy being purified and regenerated is elevated to the rank of
& Dvijn or twice born. How easily does the Brahminjcal
Shastra make a change far the better in a religions sense —
iria youth quite ineapable of forming adequate conceptions of
a apiritual regeneration by the mere administration of & single
rite §

Having endeavoured to give thus a short aceount of
the coremonics connecied with the investiture of the sscred
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thread of @ Brahmin, it remains to be seen how far his present
position, character and conduct harmonise with the re-
puted sanctity of his regenerated nature. Great blame s
luid ¢ the door of the Britich Government, because it does
not accord  that high respect to the sacendotal class which
their own Rajahs had shewn them in the haleyon days of
Hindoolsm. Before the advent of the British to India, the
doctrines of the Brahminical creed, as indicated above, wers
in full force. Every Hindoo king used to enforce on all
classess of the people high or low, a strict observance of the
idolatrous ceremonies prescribed in the Hindoo Shastra.  In
the dark apges scarcely any nation in the world was hemmed
in by such a close ring of religious ceremonials as the people
of this country, -Almost every commonplace occurrence had
its peculiar rites which required the interposition of the
sacerdotal elass, On occasions of prosperity or adversity, of
rejoicing or calamity, their ministration was alike needed.
These formed their andinary sources of gain, but the greatest
means of support consisted in the grants of lands, including
sometimes houses, tanks, gardens, etc., given in perpetuity to
gods: or the priests. These grants are called, as 1 have
already stated, the Debatras and Brakmateas, Among others,
the Rajahs of Burdwan, Kishnaghur, and Tipperah made the
greatest gifts, and their names are still remembered with
gmtitude by many a Brahmin in Bengal. But the Law
autharizing the resumption of rent-free tenures has, as must
naturally be expectad, made the English Government ob-
noxicus, and it is denounced in no measured terms for the
scrilegions act. If Manu were to visit Bengal now, his
indignation and amazement would know no bounds in witness-
ing the sacendotal class reduced to the humiliating position
of 3 servile, cringing and mercenary crowd of men. Their
original prestige has suffered a total shipwreck, Generally

speaking, o Brahmin of the present day is practically a



159 A BRAHMIN.

Socdra (the most inferior class) of the past age, irretrievably
sunk in honor and dignity. Indeed it was one of the curses
of the Vedic period that to be a Brahmin of the present
Kkt yagu would be an impersonation of corruption, basencss
and venality,

There is a common saying amongst the Natives that a
Brahimin is a beggar even if he were possessed of a lakh
of Rupess (£10,000.) It is a laumentable fact that impecu-
niosity is the common lot of the class, In ordinary conver-
gation, when the question of the comparative fortunes of the
different classes is introduced, a Brahmin is often heard to
lament his most impecunious lot The gains of the sacer-
dotal class of the present day have been reduced to the
lowest scale imaginable. If an officiating priest can make
ten Rupees a month, he considers himself very well off, He
can po longer plume himself on his religious purity and
mental superiority, once so pre-eminently characteristic of
the order. The spread of English education has sounded the —
death-knell of his spiritunl ascendancy. In short, his fate is
doomed | he must bear or must forbear, as seems to him best.
The tide of improvement will continve o roll on uninter-
ruptedly, in spite of every “freezing and blighting influence
and we heartily rejoice to discover already that the * tender
biade is.grown into the green car, and from the green ear to
the rich and ripened corn.”

When, a few years ago, Sir Richard Temple carefully ex-
amined the Criminal Statistics of Bengal, he was most deeply
cancerned to find that the proportion of the Brakmin crinimnals
it the jalls of the Province far outnumbered that of any
other caste. This is an astounding fact, bearing the most
unimpeachable testimony to the very lamentable deterioration
of the Hindoo ecclesiastical class in our days. To expatiate
on the subject would be unpalatable. But we believe we can
point with a degree of pardotiable pride ta a past pericd when
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nine men of literary genius, among whom the renowned Kalidas,
the Indian Shakespeare, was the most beillant, flonrished
in the Court of Vikramaditya in Ougeln; but dynastic changes
were simultancously accompanicd by the rapid decline of
learning as well as of religious purity.

The English rule, though most fiercely denounced by
selfish, narrow-minded men, has nevertheless been prodisctive
of the most beneficial results even as far o8 the sacerdotal
class is concerned. Every encouragement is now-a-days
afiorded to the cultivation of the classical language of India
—Sanskrit—and not only are suitable employments provided
for the most learned Pundits® in all the Government,
Missonary and private educational Institutions thronghout
the country, but the University degrees conferred un the most
successful students, tend to stimulite them to further tau-
dable exertions in the study of the sacred language, which,
but for this renewed attempt at cultivation and improvement,
would have been very much neglected.

Independently of the above consideration, ft s no less
gratifying than certain that the progress of education has
produced men, sprung from the sacerdotal class, whose emi-
nent scholarly attainments, high moral principles and un-
blemished character, as well as a practical useful career, have
riised them to the foremost ranks of Hindoo society.
Rammohun Roy, Dr. K. M. Banerjea, Pundit Isser Chundes
Vidyasager, Baboo Bhoodeb Mookerjee, and others of equal

~ However larmed & Punidit might be in philslogy, phi o logic and
thealipy, be b lomentahly duﬁ.:iﬁan scicniific Fhl;m?%& Hotably lu peopruphy
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mental calibre; are names deservedly enshrined in the grn.m'ul
memory of thelr countrymen.  1f Western knowledge had

not been inteoduced into India, men of such high culture.__
and moral excellence would have passed away unnoticed
and unrecognised in the republic of letters, and the fruits of
their literary labors, instead of being regarded as a valuable
contribution to our stock of knowledge, would have been
buried in obscurity, To study the lives of such distinguishied:
pioneers of Hindoo enlightenment, * {5 to stir up our breasts
to an exhilarating pursuit of high and ev er-growing attain-
meriks i intelléet and virtue!




XV
THE BENGALEE BABOQO.

P 115 s an euphonions oriental title, suggestive of some
: t, amidble qualities which are eminently calculated to
== adom and elevate human life A Bengulee Bahoo
of the present sge, however, is a curious product composed of
vury heterogencous elements.  The importation of Western
knawledge bas imbued him with new fangled ideas, and
shallow draughts huve made him eonceited and supergilious,
disdaining almost everything Indian, and affecting & love of
European ®sthetics. The humouarous performance of Daye
Carson, atd the caustic remarks of Sir Ali  Baba, give
graphic representations of his anglicised taste, habits and
bearing. Any thing affected or imitated s apt to nauseate
when contrasted with the genuine and natural,

The anglicised Baboos are certainly well-meaning men,
itstinctively disposed to move within the groove traditionally-
preseribed for them, but the scintillation of European ideas
and a servile imitation of Western manners have played
sad havoe with their original tendencies.  Ambitions of lsing
considered enfightened and elevated above the common herd,
their improved taste and inclination almest unconsciowsly
relegate them to the enchanted dream-land of Eurdpean
refinement, amidst the ridicule of the wise and the discern-
Ing. Soclety now-a-days is a quick-shifting panorama.  Old
scenes and associations rapidly pass away to muke room for
new enes, and prescriptive usages full fnto oblivion, A new
arder of things springs up, and new nctors replace the ol
ones. The influence of the aged fs diminished, and the
young and impulsive seize with avidity the prizés of life, for-
getting in their wild precipitancy the unvrring dictstes of

T
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coal deliberation;  * The hurrled, bustling, tumultuous, fever-
feli Present swallows up men’s thoughts,” and the momentoss
interests of society looming in the Future are almost entirely
disregarded, The result necessarily carries them wide of
the great object of human life. They forfeit the regard and
sympathy of their fellow counteymen whose moral and
intelloctual advancement they should’ pradually steive 1o
promete by winming their love and confidence.

‘As a man of fashion he cuts a burdesque figure by
‘adopting partly Mussulman and partly European dress, and
fiitating the European style of living, as if modamn civiliz-
tion could be brought about by wearing tight pantaloons, tight
_shirts and ‘black coats of alpaca or broadeloth.  He culminstes
in a coquettish embossed cap or thin-folded shawl turban,
with perhaps a shawl neckeloth in winter. He eats mutton
chops and. fowl curmry, drinks Brandy panes or Old Tom,
and smokes Manilla or Burmah cigars a la Fraycatse
Certainly the use of those eatubles and drinkables is pro-
scribed in the Hindoo Shastra, and an honest mvowdl of it
will saoner or later expose him to public derision, and estrange
him from the hearts of the orthodox Hindoos. A wise European,
who has the real welfare of the people at hearnt, will never
encourage such an objectionabls fine of eonduct, beganse it
is per s calenlited to denationalise. To be more expli-
cit, even at the risk of verbosity, it should be mentioned that
Baboos tesident in Calcutta not unjustly pride themselves
on being the denizens of the great Metropolis of Tiritish
fndia, which is unquestionably the focus of enlightenment,
the centre of civilization and refinement, and the emporium
of fashion in the East.  People in the country plary unid cons
sole themselves with the idea that in their atloption of social
manners and customs they follow the example of the big
Baboos of ' Calcutta. ﬂ'lt]m_l.ll'gh the fashions of Hindoo
gociety in Caleutta do not change with the wapidity they do
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in Parls and London, monthly, foitnightly and weekly, yot
they vary, perhaps, ance in two or three years; and even
then the change {5 partial and not madicsl. Slowly and
gradually, the Hindoos of Bengal have abandoned their origi-
nal and primitive dress, which consisted of thin slender
garments suited to the warm temperaturs of the climate at
lewet for the greater part of the year, and adopted that of their
conquerars, A simple dloorce and dudynk, with perhaps an
ditltld on the back and u folded prgrée on the head, con-
stittited the dress of a Bengali not long before the battle of
Plassey. The court dress was, ndeed, somewhat different,
but then it was a servile imiitation of that of 5 Rajpoot cltief
or 8 Mussulman king. When Rajahs Rajbullub, and
Nubkissen, and Suddur-ud-din, a Mohamedan, attended the
Guavernment House in the time of Clive and Hastings, what
was their court costume but an exact copy of the Mussul-
man dress? Even now, after the Iapse of . century and &
half, they use their primitive dress at home, iz, & divotes
and an wramy. An Englishman would not easily- recognise
or Identify a Bengalée at home and 3 Bengilee in his office
dress, the differcnce being striking and marked. But the
establishment of the British rule in Indiz Has introduecd 3
very great change in the national costume and taste, irres-
pective of the intelicctual revalution, ‘which is atill greater.
Twenty years ago the gula dress of & Bengalee boy u.mﬂst-
ed of a simple Ducea diooter and & Dacea efoye, with a pair
of tingel-worked shoes; but now rich English, German and
China satin, brocade and velvet with embossed flowers, and
gold and silver fringes and outskirts, have come into fashion
and general use. 1t is-a common sight to sec a boy dresusd
in & pantaloon and coal made of the above costly stuffs, with
a laced velyet cap, driving about the strests of Calcutta during
the festive diys. OF covrse the more genteel and modest
of the class, tihwed dowm by age aml expetience, do not
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share in the juvenile taste for the gavdy and showy. As
becomes their maturer years, they are satisfied with a decent
broadcloth coat and pantalodn, with a white cloth or Cashs
mere shawl pugrve, more in aecordance with simple English
taste: But both the young snd the old must have patont
Japan leather shoes from Cuthbertson and Flarper, Monteith
& Co.. v the Bentinck Strect Chincse shoomakers, the laced
Mussulman shoes having gone  entirely out of fashion., Nor
is the taste of the Hindoo females in a primitive siage a3
far as costliness is concemed.  Instead of Dacca Faercha or
Falz Boopa Sari, they must hive either Betiares gold em-
Broidered or French embossed gossamer Sard, with zold lace
borders and ends. It wonld not be ont of placo to notice
here that it would be a very desirable improvement in the way
of decency to introduce among the Hindeo females of Bengal
a stouter fabric for their garment in place of the present
thin, flimsy, loose ters, without any other covering over it
In this respect, their sisters of the North-Western and
Central Provinces, as well as those of the South, are decidedly
more decent and respectable. A few resplcislle Tindoo
ladies have of late years begun to put an sghiz or corsel
 pver their bodies, but still the under vestment is shamefully
jmdelicate. Why do not the Baboss of Bengal steive to
‘introduce a salutary change in the dress of their mothers,
wives slsters and daughtérs, which private decency and
public morality most wgently demand? These social e
forma must go hand in hand with religious, moral and intellecs
tual improvement. The one s as essentinl 1o the elevation
anid dignity of female character as the other is to the advunce:
ment of the nation in the scale of cvilization,

The Lancashire and German weavers have ampls cause
to rejpice that their manufactured colored woollen fabrics
hmvtg'mﬂ} superseded the Indian Paskwive goola—Cash-
mere skawls-not excepted,—and European Cashmere, beand- |



THE BENGALEE HABOO. 195

cloth, flunnel, hosiery and haberdashery are now in great
request.  From the wealthiest Baboo to the commonest fruit
seller, hall hose or full stocking: are very commenly usied,
Thik forms an esential part of the official pear of o dvawer
(writer) of the present day, though he is now seen without
his national pugree or head dress.

A Bengalee Baboo is said to be & money-making man.
By the most ingenious makeshifts he contrives to earn
enough to enuble him to make both ends meet, and lay
by something for the evening of his life. He is generally
a thrifty chsracter, and dees not much mind how the world
goes when his own income is positive. He lacks enterprise,
and is therefore most reluctant to engage in any haphazard
commercial venture, though he has very laudable patierns
amangst his own countrymen, who, by dint of enerzy, pru-
denice, perseverance and probity, have risen from an' obscure
position in life to the foremost rank of successful Native
merchants. He §s destitute of pluck, and the risk of 2 com-
mercial venture stares him in the face in all his highways
and hyways In many cases he hes inherjted a colossal “for-
tune, but that does not stic up in his breast an enterprising
spirit. He seeks and courts service, and in nine cases qut
of ten succeeds, The sweets of service, and the prospect
of promotion and pension, slowly steal into his sonf, and he
gladly bends his neck under the yole of servitude. Ttlsa
lamentabile fact that he isa stranger to that “ giroud submission
of the heart which km{.ﬂ alive in servitude itself the spirit
of an exalted freedom” As a vangquished race, subordi-
nistion §= the incvitable lot of the Nutives, but it is edifying
to see how they hug its trammels with perfect complacency.

The ],'_‘.ngirﬁh Government s to the people of Bengal
i spesial boon, 4 god-send.  Almost every respectable family
of Bengalee Baboos, past or present, is more or less indebt-
ed to ft for its status and distinction, position and influence,
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affluence and prasperity. The records of authentic history
clearly Jdemonstrate the fact that the Babood of Bengal have
been more benefited by their Tieitish mlers than ever they were
under their own dynasty. Instances are not wanting 10
cormborate the fact.  The love of money i natumsd in moan,
and fow men are mare powerfully and, in many cases, more
dangenpusly influenced by it than the people of this country;
M It is & thirst which iy inflamed by the very copiousness of
its draughts” Possession or mccumulation does not suffi-
ciently satisfy it

Experience and observation amply attest the truth of the
following current saying among the Hindoos of the Uppér
Provinces, iz, “ Kumayta fopecnallah, lotetak dhotervnliah
the meaning of which is, the English eamn, the Bengalees
plunder, To be more explicit, the English continue to'extend
their conquests, the Bengalee Baboos participate in the loaves
and fishes of the Public Service. In a dejected spirit of
mind, a Hindowsthanee is often hedard to mourn; he ad-
dresses & Sahib in the most respectful manner imaginable,
by using such Hattering terma as " Nlwdafund, paribpar<
Saz) but In nine cases out of ten the Sahib scornfully tums
away his head ; when, on the contrary, a Bengalee gir o
karday dho bath samay diya, 1. «, jabbers to him & few words,
he patiently listens to him, and signifies his acquicssence in
what hesays byanod.  In his boorish simplicity, the Hindoos-
thanee concludes that the Bengales Baboos are well versed in
charms, br else how do they manage to tame a grim biped
(ike & Sahib,

With a view to remove this erroncous impression, which
Hntil :_-ncmﬂy was so very common among the inhabitants
of the Upper Provinces, and the existence of which is sp
prejudicial to the general encoursgement of educition
throughoot Tndia, as well as to the impartial character and
high digaity of the paramount power, the local Governments:
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have been directed In future to select for public service all
the educated Natives bom and bred up wmder their respective
Administrations in preference to the Benpilecs  Thus the
aspiration of a Bengaleo Raboo, %0 far #s Public Service
is. concerned, is now resteicted within the limits of his own
Provines

A Bengalee Baboo is an eager -hunter after academic
honors.  The University confers on him the high degrees: of
B. A, M, A and B. L., and he distivguishes himsell g a
speaking member of the Beitish Indian Association or of the
Calcutta Municipality. He also reads valedictory addresses
to retiing Governors and othet Government Magnificoes.
He i ereated a Maharajabh, a Rajah, a Rai Bahadoor, with
perhaps the additional parapbernaliaof C. S.TLor G L E
Az A ripe man of vivid ambition and lofty asplration, he
necessarily hankers after and i all a-gog to dash through
thick and thin for thesa new honors and decorations. [He drives
swiftly: about in his barouche with his staff holder on the
conch-box in broadeloth Tivery,  Unfortunately no baronetcy
blazons forth in Bengaice heraldry, like that bestowed on
Sir Jamsetjee Jeejecbhoy, The cause s  obyvious, No
millionaire Bengalee has to this day contributed so. muni-
ficently to publie charities as the Parsee baronet

When that distinguished Hindoo  geformer, Haboo
Dwarkanath Tagore,—~the most staunch coadjutor of Rajah
Rammohun' Roy,—visited England, it'was reported thar Her
Majesty had mest praciously offered 1o confer on Gim the
title of a Rajah; and his liberality and public spirit fally
entitied him bo that high distinction, but he politely refused it
on the graund that his position did not justify his accepting
it. He felt that the shadow of a2 name without substance
was but & mockery. 'When Rajuh Radbakant Db was elect-
ed President of the British Indian Assiciation “he used to
declare that he was more proud of that office than of his
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title of Rajih Babadoor, inasmuch as it indicated the chiei
ship of a body which wits & power in the State and was dos-
tined to-achicve immense good lor the country.” At the time
of the Prince of Wales' visit to Caleutta, it wis said that 3
certain English-made Rajub was introduced by 2 Govern-
ment Magnifico to the Mabaralah of Cashmere; among other
':pa:uars, the Cashmere Rajab out of curiosity asked the
Bengal Rajih, “where was his Raj and what was the strength
of his army?” The question at once puzsled him, aid his
answer was anything but satisfactory, OF all the Indian
WViceroys; Lord Lytton was certainly the most liberal in. be:
“stowing these hollaw titles on the Baboos of Bengal, under a
mistakern notion of winning the love and confidenze, which
ought to constitute the solid basis of a good Government, A
Rajahahip,® without the necessary eqiipage and material and
moral grandeur of royalty i3 but a gilt ornament that duesles
at Arst slght but possesses little Intrinsicvalpe:. Itisin facta
misnomer, & aham, a counterfeit, The love of honor oy pawer
comstitutes one of the maln principles of human naturs - A
Rajuhy, in the trie sense of the word, is one who shares in the
rovaley of divine attributes.  He should yemember that 3 man
i bouttd to look to sumething more'than his mere wardtobe
and title ; he must possess & goodness and & greatness: which
woulld benefit thousands and tené of thousanda of his fellow-
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crcatures by the exercise of real, disintérested virtue.  Such
a career slone can leave an imperishable and einobling rame
behind, which will go down to posterity as A pattern of moral
grndeut.® Politically considered these titles and decorations
have thoir valie, innsmuch as:they have a tetideticy to pro-
mate the eittente cordiale between the mlers and the muled,
and, next to the Public Debt, fumish, in an indirect way, an
atlditional buttress to the stability of the British Indian em-
FHIrT.

In former fimes, when the English rude was in its incep=
tive atage, when external pageant—the outesme of vanity—
was not much thought of, when the simple taste of the people
was pot tainted by luxury and corruption: an unmutural eravs
itgy for titles excerted but a very fecble fnfluence on the minds.
of the great,  Instead of secking “the bubble rrpnta.‘l.!un"t&:y
vied with each other it the extent of their religinns gifts and
endowments, affirding substantial aid to the leamed of the
land and to_the poorer classes of the community. A spirit
of diginterestedness and sell-sacrifice never at variance with
magnanimity was conspicucus in al) their gifts, The im-
mense extent of Jebatra and. Brofmarnr land, 1. &, rent-froe
tenures througheut Bengal, even after the relentless operation
of the Resumption Act; still bears testimony to their disinter-.
esited benevolence anif the heartiness with which they entered
Into other men's fnterests, OF course they were inGpable
of comprehending the innumerable affnities and relations of
life in all ft2 varied phuses, riding from the Gnite and transsnt.
to the infinite and the endiring, but whatever they jmve, they
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gave st with a stinted Hand nor n an ostentatious way, but
with a trily benevolent and disinterested heant, looking to the
Most High for their guerdon. Thesublime and elevated can-
ceptioh of arganised charity never penctrated thefr minds
Religious gifts and endowments formed the great bulk of
thelr contriintions, but they also made permanent providion
for the relief of the helpless and the destitute, not on the
recognised. principles of English charity, # v the Hosplial
wystem, the Nurses' Institutions, Reformatories for unfortis-
nates, parish relieh, funds for the aged and infirm, provision
of improyed dwellings a3 well a5 for baths and wash:honses
for the working-classes inaugurated by the magnificent gint
by Mr. G. Peabody of £330000, ragerad schools and asylims
for the deaf, dumb and blind, supported by voluntary eontsi-
buticins, and other organised methods for the relfef of distress
and destitution throughout the country. It is & sad reflection
on the benevolent disposition of the Natives that they cannot
boast of anything bearing & remote analogy to the above
recognised forms of Charity, In India there is much indivi-
dis]l charity ‘of an impulsive and Interested character, but
the great element of sucéess in English charity s combina-
tion and organisation, without which no work of public
utility can be practically carried out, ]
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It Is obbious that the peculias social economy of the
Natives presents an almost insuperable barrier 1o the harmo-
nious amalgamation of the different clsses artificially. split
into nitmerous subdivisions.  In the nelghbourhood of Poana,
Mr. Elphinstone says, there are about 150 difficrent castes,
and 'in Bengal they are very sumerotus.  They maintain theis
dividions, however obscurely derived, with great strictness *
The religous; social and moral duties of these classes, exlii-
Lt marked difierences, which are oppoded to the combination
of united eflforts jn the cukse of relieving suffering huma-
nity:  The idea of & national brotherhood and ' o system
of universal philanthropy, such as Christianity has pobly
inaugurated, is much toq elovated for the narrow, contracted
minds of the people.  Independent of the numerows silb-
divisions of caste, unhappily there still exises an fipassable
gulf between the Hindoos and Mussulmans—at present the
childeen of the same sall—which has hitherto kept up o stite
of unhallowd separatism, essentially at varance with &
condiat conlition for the consummation of any comprehensive
aystem of Public Charity designed to benefit both. Age
his vooted in the minds of the two communities an implas
cable murual hate, quite subversive of the best interests of
hurmanity,  Plausible arguments may be adduced in support
of the existence of this race antagonism, but et both of
them be assured that " by abusing this world they shall not
Farn w better™ Let every act or feeling or motive of both
mies be merged moone harmonious whole, developing the
pesfection of Boman nature in a distinet andl bright reality,

A Bengalee Haboo is fond of discussing Edropean
politics.  The reading of history has given him a superficial
Ingight into the rise and progress of nations. He does not
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deny that he amplifies and emphasises the sentiments he has
lenrnt in the school of English palitics. The omtions of
Lall Mohun Ghote in England have proved that a native of
India has mastered the art of thinking on his legs, which is
the beginning and end of oratory. A few more men like
hit, steadily working in earnest ut the fountain heud of
power, would certainly awaken public attention towards the
present: condition of our country. It was Lord William
Bentincl who advised 3 body of Native Memorinlisty -anxious
for the political emancipation of their country, *to cofitinue
to agitate until they gained their end." Constitutional repre-
jentation to proper gutharity, his Lordship réemarked, wouldl
ns much command public attention as idle, factious de-
clamation * divert it* He was emphatically . the “ TPeople's
William" in Tndia, as Gladstone is the " People’s Willlam"
in England. He was u statesman who directed his whole
attention and energy to Internal Improvement, repudiating
all schemes of aggression or conquest. His beneficence,
immortalised in-a noble monument—the Calcutta Medical
College,—will be mure gratefully acknowledged by the latest
genieration than the genfus of a Hastings, a Wellesley, or
& Dathousie,

The complete emarncipition of Indin, however, 5 a
question of time. Baboo Lall Mohun Ghose's speeches in
England have not been entirely fruitless, inasmuch as they
have evoked and enlisted the sympathy of & few leaders of
publie opinion. He Is manfully struggling to remove the bar
of political disabilities, and. to secure for his countrymen the
benefit of repeesentative institutions, for the recognition and
appreciation’ of which they are now prepared. While they
hope for the best, they must be prepared for the worst.  They
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must learn meanwhile to cherish, as among the essential
elements ol ultimate success, & firm, manly, independent and
seif-denying spirit.

A Bengalee Baboo is aften voted a man of tall talk.
Platitude is his forte,  This i surely troe to a cortain extent
and until he descends from the clevated region of specula-
tion to the matter of fact arena of practics, bath hiy writings
and humnputs must necessarily prove abortive. He must
lesrn o exchange his verbosity for action in the great battle
of life, “Every preat politician or satesman must have a
thoruugh practical training to enable him to overcome the
opposition of different factions whose interssts are jeopardissd
by his sticeess, and to render his administration & blessing to
the people: He must be prepared to prow and advance
tinder adverse infliences. The histary of that consummate
statesman, Sir Salar Jung, of that distinguished  scholar and
councillor, Sir T. Madeo Rao, of that astute minister, Maha-
rajah Sie Dinkur Rao, furnishes the most canvincing examples
of superior adminstrative ability combined with practical
wisdorm Lord Northbrook, in a recent speech at Birming-
bam, has made honorable mention of these three eminent
statesmen, whose valuable services in their respective spheres
have long since established thefr substantial claims to the
the pratitude of their fellow countrymen, When Sir Salus Jung
visited Europe, his very comprehensive and enlightened views
clicited the admiration of several of the wisest stitesmen of
the age, [1is able and successful administration at Hylersbd,
amidst the fierce opposition of factions parties, affords an
admirable illusteation of his superdor prictical wisdom,
Wiien, some thirty years ago, Mahsrajsh Sir Dinkur Rao
vigited) Calcutta, he waa the wonder of all who heard him
enunciste, fn a telling speech at the Town Hall, his highs
noble and practical views on civil Government, The speech
was not made feverish by vislons:of indistinct good; as Mr.
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Thendore Dickens sald, biit it wis 3 elear esposition of the

Tiberal sentiments ol 4 wise statesman,

The Bengaless are not a warlike race, Their truditional
tmbits and nsages, their physique, their diet and dress; their
mitural tendency to slothfulness and effeminacy, their prover-
bial quictude, thelr peneral want of plick ad manly spirit, their
ascetic composure, placing the chief jows of fife in rest sned
competeticy,—an helrioom descendetl from thelr ancestors,—
all indicate an vnwarlike temperament.  Duoring the Moting
of 1875 —an event which in atrocious acts of cruelty incom-
‘patably surpasses all other historical events ever record-
el —that kind hearted Governor General, Lord Canning,
was wdvised to infroduce Martinl Law into Calcutte but
he negatived the proposal by emphatically declaring in the
Council Chamber that the Bengalees are a mild, tame, ine
affensive and Joyal race of people, whose only werpon af
defence is a simple penknife A common Police constable
with his baton i3 to them & grim master of authority, A
red-coated Highlander is formidable enough to cope with
and drive away sn immensé ¢rowd of Bengaless even i
the very heart of the City of Palaces, while in the yilluges
all' shops and hotses are closed st the very sight of an
Eurapesn soldier m his uniform.  In fact Bengal ean well be
governed by a hasdful of Native Police constatiles, eipecially
when the Arms' Act is in full force. Unlike the military
races of  Upper Indii, or the border tribes, the Bengaless will
Hevier, even under the inflience of the mest apgravated Wootis
and Injuries, retaliste or resort to such a desperate court of
appenl s war and murder.

En_gﬂhh Is the adopted Ianguave of 3 Bengalee Baboa,
It s aninstructive stiedy to take a cursury view of | the
rl.[ll;d pregress of English education throughout India from
the day when David Hare had held out pecaniary induces
ments to Hindoo vouths s dattem! his school, snd Dr. Duil
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cilled in the aid of Rammohun Roy to found the infant
General Assembly's Tnstitution; now developed into the largest
College in Indin. Fifty yvears ago. whao dreamt ar even hazand-
ed 4 predictiin that a Native lad of sixteen or seventesy
years of age would venture to traverse the perilous ocegn and
cumpete for the Civil Service Examination in England, paving
o heed whatever to the manifold disadvantages arising from
social persecution, and the discuption of domestic relatinns
of the tenlersst nature. When Bacom said that knowledye
i power, he certainly did not mean physical but intellectual
power: It is the irresistible influence of this power that
had inspirited an Indian youth to appear at the English
“open competition” for the purpese of winning academic
spurs and entering a closely fenced service; it is the quicken-
ing Influence of this power, combined with an enterprising
spirit, that has gradually enabled 4 mere hamdful of Exglish
adventurers to convert a small fctory into one of the vastest
empires in the East. The gigantic strides that English
education has made in India within a short time, have been
the wonder of the age the foundition rock of her ultimate
emancipation, socially, mamlly and intellectuslly, The peison
wall round the mind shich ages had reared and learning
fartitied has been completely demalished, and not” anly men
but matranly zenana females have picked up afew crumbs of
broken English words which they occasionally use in familiar
conversition, for instaoce, Rail, Talygraf, Guvner, Juj
Majister, High Cote, ez, '

Some of the Bengalee Baboos rewd and write Eaglish
with remarkible fluency, and the epistolary correspondence of
mest of them is commuonly cartied on in that language
When two or more educated Baboes meet together, or take
their constitutional in the morniny, they perbaps talle of some
leadifyr articles in the Anglo-Indian or English journals or
periodicala; and cagerly communicate fovcach other “ the fol-
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sam and jetsam of advahoed European thoughts, the ripest
outcome in the Nineteeuth century, ur the aftermath in
the Fortnightly" as if the vernacular dialect were not atall
fitted for the communication of their ideas  Itds a pity that
the cultivation and Improvement of o nutional Hrerdture—the
embodiment of national theught and taste and the main-
spring of national enlightenment—sebdom or nover engages:
their serious attention.  But it is d great mistake to suppose
that the large mass of the Indian papulation cun be tharaughly
imstructed nﬁd reformed’ through the medium of a Taveljen
language. The richness and coplousness of moders English,
combining as it doss conciseness with solldity and perpi-
cuity, are admittodly very great | it is admimbly-adapted for
the educated fem, but it Is not equally suited to the capacity
and comprehension of the sany. It is incumbent, therefam,
oft all well disposed Hindoos, who have the real welfure of
their country at leart, to endiéavour to fertilise their national
literature by tmnsplanting into it the advanced thoughts
of modern Europe; and to enrich it with copionsness, such as
would obviate its acknowledged deficiency and barreniess.
Until this Is done, it s as unreasotible to expect elegance:
und perfection in the national literature ss it s to expect
harvest in seed-time: or the full vigor of manhsed in the
inciplent stute of chikihood,

 Assuredly the Benpulees o a race of deraneer o
writers, as Nepoleon said the English were 3 nation of thop-
keepers,  Every morning and evening, alinost all the main
streets of Calcutta leading to the English quarter—bright
prospect for the Tramway—are literally thronged with' desse
erowds of lemnees o thelr white cloth uniform, busily
making for their respective offices. cither in shahlyy Jodleing
third class hackney carringes or e fool A forcigner not
used Lo such sights cannot fuil almost uncensciously to come
t4 & conchisica that the Bengulees are a mution of Leranecs
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Every Government, Railway or Metchant's office, s filled
with these Baboos, cither actually employed or serving on
probation, biding their time in fond expectation ol picking
up & alice- of ‘official bread, buttered or unbuttered, Even
graduntes of the Caleutts Usniversity do ot hedtate ta serve
s apprentices, beciuse a colleginte course does not teach the
rules of burgancracy or official routine. Mast of them are
good | capyists or clever accountants, while a few ace corres
pondence clerks.  Asa rule, their pay is very small compared
with what is given to English Clerks, for reasone which 1
need nat dilate upon here

Within the range of our experience, extending dver fifty
years, we remember enly one Native gentleman—Biboo
Shama Cliurn Dey, the present vice-chairman of the Caleutta
Municipality—who, by his teied ability, intelligence and
itegrity has managed to climb to the t6p of kerancedom,
In recognition of his high efficiency his salary has been
raised to one thousand Rupees u month, in spite of many
instances of supersession. 1, in common with others, am
fully persuaded that had he been a British-born Civilian,
he would undoubtedly have drawn 3 much larger =alany,
PBut it is useless to repine wt a misfortune which is fnevis
table

Even the amusements of a Bengalee Baboo are more
or less anglicised, Instead of the traditional Jartras, (ve-
Presentations) and Cobees (popular ballads) e has gradually
imbibed 2 taste for theatrical performances, and native
musical imtruments are superseded by European futes,
concertinas and harmoniums, organs and pianc-fartes,  This
is' certainly & Jecided improvement on the ofd antiquated
System, demonstrating the slow growth of a refined easte:
Thus we see in almost every phase of life, dt home or outside,
the Borigalee Balyoo ls Evrnpesnized, I his. style of iving,
_In'his mode of dress, in his writings, in his public and private
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utterances, in his honsehold arrangements and furniturs, o
his bearing and department, in his social intercourse, in tis
mental accomplishments, and in fact, In his passionate par-
‘tiality for Westert sesthetics, he Is a malified Anglo-Tndisn.
Bt it were devoutly to be wished that he possessed a
fasger admixture of the essential elements of Eumpean
fruthfulness of character, energy amd manliness of  wgitds,
straightforwardness in his dealings with society, nobility: of
sentiment, magnunimity combined with simplicity, disinterest-
ed love and sympathy, and above allmeorsl and spleitusl
eilevation.



XVI
THE KOBIRAJ] OR NATIVE PHYSICIAN.

Wt TWITHSTANDING the rapid progress of medizal
] scicnce throughout the country since the establish-
. ment of the Caleutta Medical College, it i3 an
undenfable fact that the practice of Hindoo &Aebrntesand
Mussulman belrwes still continges to find favour in the eyes
of 3 liarge section of the Indian population. [n Chemistry,
Anatomy, Midwifery and Sorgery, the decided superiarity of-
the English over the Native system, is adinitted by all.  This
is unguestionsbly an age of improvement 3 L'_vu}r'thing around
s indicates the progressive development of arts and sciences,
and a society thiat does not keep pace with the enwanl march
of intéllect is certainly much behind the age.

There was a time when upwards of sixtesn original
medical writers, some of whose works are still extant, Hour-
ished in India, and medicines prepared acconding to the
formulas of the Ayrroede—the best standard medical work—
were supposad to have produced wholesome résults, affording
1o incomsiderable amount of relicf to thousands affiicted. with
diseases of various kinds, and even of a most malignant charae-
ter, Under the Hindoo dynasty, every encouragement vas
givento the cultivation and improvement of medical science.
Next to the Brahmins, the Vidya class was respected, though
samctimes they are unjustly twitted with what is called
i hybnd origi. It s, however, foreign to our purpase
to determine this peint, which seems to be efiveloped in
obssurity, The comman theary on which the Hindoo system
of physic is bused, has reference to the country, the season
and the age of the patient, to which s superadded the course of
- Vegimen suited Lo his physical organisation. The scientific
cC
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and philosophical theory is that thers ase certiin defined
clements in tho humun body on the natural equilibrium  of
which mainly depends the health of man, The disturbance
6f this nofmal eyuilibeium, either by the increase of decredie
of the essential ingredients; deranges the system and requires
the use of medicines generally obtained from several Kifids
of indigenous drugs, bark, root, wood, fruits, flowers me-
tafs See.

From the existing medical works according to which
medicines are prepared and cures effected, it is ovident that the
Hindoo system is not entirely destitute of science, but the light
it Is capable of diffusing is greatly dimmed by a combinatian
of unfavoumble circumstances brought about by the over-
throw of the Hindoo dynasty, the decay of learning in every
branch of human knowledge, and the consequent growth and
progress of empiricism.

In his eleventh discourse before the Asiatic Society, that
distinguished orientalist, Sir Williun Jones, has said “ Physic
appears in these regions to have been from time immemorinl
‘as we seé it practised at this day by the Hindoos and
Musstilmans, 3 mere empirical history of diseases and medi-
cines” This is presumably a remark applicable to a society
but little removed from a state of barbarism, but the exis-
tence of such scientific works as Apwrvedn, Nidaw, Clurrack-
“Swasrn, Soranwgraka, Boidya, Sarvusws, &ec, furpishes
abundart proul” that the Hindoo system of -physic is not
altogether founded on empircism,

In 1838 the Honorable the East India Company ap-
puinted a Committee, consisting of Des. Jackson, Rankin
Bramby, Pearson, W, B. Q'Shmlghnmyand Mer. James Prinsep,
to examine and report upon the state of the Honorable Com-
pany’s Dispensaries, and the possibility of substituting native
drugs for Eropean medicines; the primary object being two-
fold, namely cheapness and efficacy. Death, ill lealth and
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the casualtics of the service dispersed the Committee long
before the members: eoulidl gecomplish the task imposed on
them, and subsequently the whole charge develved upon
i W, B O'Shaughnessy, who, after the unwearied labour
of four years, assisted by some of the best Native physicians,
produced a wark entitled “The Bengal Dispensary™ published
under the authority of the Government. of ‘India, which still
remaing a valuable monument of his indomitable zeal and
untiring devotion to medical science.

Great attention has also been given to the scientific
analysis of the various indigenous drugs by Roxburgh,
Wallick, Ainslie, White, Arson, Royle, Pereira, Lindlay,
Richard, &ec, &e The result of their analytical examina-
tion, though not =o exhaustive as the very great import-
ance of the subject required, was nevertheless very favour-
able 1o the opinion that the pative system was based.on
fixed scientific principles, and that many of the drugs posscssed
great qurative propertics.  Unfortunately the improved prin-
ciples und important discoyerics of modern Europe have
not bhezn sufficiently brought to bear on the simultancous
development of the native system. They have, however,
proved greatly beneficial in teaching the native foldirgjes to
adopt, 1o a cettain extent, the European method and regime.

It is a remarkable fact that even now, when this science
may be said to be in a retrogressive stage both for want
of adequate culturc as well as of sufficient encouragement,
thiere are a few Hindoo Zebipaiee ® in this City, and in other
parts of the country, whose troatment in chronic cases of
fever, dysentery, diarrhoea, phthisis, pulmonary consumption,
asthma, &e, proves, in & great measure, successfyl,  Hence

*The mmd roaml weoedi! amene them zre, Ulampa Ponaill Be
Chamider Coomi th:u EuL]uh Rm. Frowrmo - Chumier Sen, gl
Cmnm%u.mtrr.m: r’m:mihngh jplnnl."
ey, (i bt atambin mark fin Hlm‘imﬂdlﬂrz-im and |
Vaziiont b wiach appreeciaiel T serpottstiie inloos
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i almast every respectable Hindoo family there is a: compe-
tent Aabiraj, who T8 always consulted in caszes of 4 sarjous
ature. It is generally considered that on the subject of puls
wation greater weight is attached to the opinfon of & Hindoo
dodirgy than to that of an English doctor, Hy the puise,
in the different parts of our physicil orsganisation, the state
uf the body may be ascertained and siitable remedies appliod.
I cases of severe indispasition among the Hindoos, the
friends of a patient have not only to contend against the
strupptle between lifeand death, hut to closely watch the last
expiring flicker of vitality that le may be removed in tme
to the banks of the sacred stream for insuring his entrance
“into heaven.

1t has beeny wrged by some native physicinns thit the
Sanskrit work, Ayurveda, above-mentioned, treats of anas
tomy and of the doctrine of the circulation of the blosd. If
this be true, great credit is dolibtiess due to its author for
having, made in a comparatively dark age such consider-
able advaness in an important branch of medical science,
without which medicine and surgery are of little wvaili  Che-
mistry, which enables us to distinguish the real proporties
of different substances, wits eertainly not unknown to the
Hindoo physicians, because thelr medicines indicate ascienti-
fic selection of several ingredients mixed together to produse
‘a cortaln resolt. But it can by no means be asserted that
the people ever attuined toa thorough knowledge, either In
the onc or the other, which can bear comparison with the
perfection of the modern European system,  In almost £VETY)
department of human knowledge steady progress is the grand
characteristic of the age, but in this country unhappily o
spirit of zéientific investigation has very nearly been extin-
guished slimply for want of adequate cultivation and support,.

1f empirics abound in enlightened  Clicistendon, where
chemical analysis, scientific researches in muteria medica: and
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pharmacy, and anatomical demonstration and surgical opera-
tions almost daily bring to light ncw discoveries and inven-
tions, what cin be expected in a country where medical science
has long since been in-a state of absolute stagnation.  fgnor-
ant and unprineipled quacks, quite nnwequainted with the mules
of the Hindon medical shastras, abound all over the country,
which has for some years past been severély suffering from
millarious fever of a virulent type, carrying death and devasta-
tiot wherever it prevaila® They litemlly sport with the health
ol thuir patients, ant the natural consequence is, hundreds’
and thousands of human beings are mercilessly sacrificed’
to their ignorance and cupidity, Not one in a hundred of
those who call themselves dedirazes Is acquainted with the
principles of physic s laid down in the standard medical
works of the Hindoos. Some of them bave afew nostrums:
of their own, the composition of which i unknown to ¢very
one tait themselves. : :
& Bengalee fobiraj carries-a miniature dispensary about.
him, He takes with him 2 small packet, eontdining differ-
ent kinds of pills or powders, wrapped up in 2 picce of papen,
in small doses which are commonly used twice a day with
ginger, heney, betel, roots of doov-grass, & Heseldom uses
phials ; liquids, when required, ate made in a patient's owm
house. His medicines are chiefly made of drugs, but he has
neither & proper elasification of then, nor a complete system.
of botany, He uses, however, certain prepamstions of oil,
which are sometimes beneficiolly adminiiterad In chronie

The gaeral: sl of Pengal lme o somia yeoms e
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ctret, These prepamtions arc mther expensive, selling
fram two to ten Rupees per pound. The popularity of
namie, of these fubirajes stands very high in Native public
estimation. Almost every wealthy family in the interior as
will as in the Town has its own physician, The fee of 4
tiack in the villages is ane Rupes on the first day of hiy visit,
and he continues to, attond twice daily until the paticnt re-
covers  When completely recovered, the physician, gets one
af two Rupees more, a suit of clothes and some provisioms,
The introduction of English medicines into the interior,
though npot sclentifically adiministered in avery case, has
very considerably affected the trade of the native quacks.
‘Their occupation, it may be said, is nearly gone; becnuse the
ductars of the Benguilee class;, more systematically trained
under the auspices of the Government Vernucular Colleges,
have, in o manner, superseded them. In strang levers, in-
stead of compelling the patient to fast for twenty-one days oF
longer, and restricting his regimen to parched rice, the Hen-
galee class doctor first reduces him by evacuations,® and then
gives him cither fever mixture, ar cinchona fobrifuge, of qui-
.:m;m"“‘:‘.m.l‘".‘.“‘?.‘*?i’ ;:llnlnm;k e o s

st Brziiinen fever—efth whiich be weas salappily shocked fdurioe kb tmaeld o
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nie wmixture ay he thinks best. In plaee of warm appli--
cations—the quondam régimen of 3 kobimjin strong fevers—
lhe gives jee or cold water, thus relicving the paticnt from the
cficets of & merciless abstinencé amd excessive thirst, On the
perfodical return of the unhealthy season in Bengml, £ &, in
the fmonths of September, October, November and December,
when the stmosphere i3 surcharged with a large quantity of
vapouy, these doctors generally reap a harvest of gain from
their practice. Tt should be mentioned, however, that their
imperfect knowledge and want of sufficient experience, ane
too oftén attended with the most disastrous results,



XVIL
HINDDO FEMALES.

Fa Rl | 1= condition of a Hindoo fomale, partially doscribied
SIW in the preceding pages, s usually deplorable, The
«changes and vicissitudes to which her chequercd
life i subject ant manifold, From the dayshe is ushered
into the warld to her dissalution, she fs surrounded by adven-
titious circuimstances, which; from the peculiar constitation
of the society in which her life. is cast, contain a larger nd-
mixtre of misery than of bhappiness, Weak and frail .as
she assuredly is made by nature, the epnventional forms and
sacial usages to which she is religionsly enjoined to adhers
alilee tend to deprive her of temporal and spiritual kappi-
ness.  Bom under unfavosable circumstances. chiefly. by
reasan of her sex, her life is: rendered doubly miizarable by
~the galling chains of Ignemnce and superstition. " Aceursed
the day when a woman child was born to me," was the cm-
phatic exclamation of a Rajpoot when a female birth was
amnmoimeed.  “The same mative,” zays Coluné) Tod, " iwhich
studded Ewrope with convents, in which youth and beauty
were immmured ontil liberated by death, first prompted the
Rajpoot ta infanticide - and, however revolting the policy,
AL is pethaps Kindiess compared to incarceration. There
can be no doubt that maonastic seclusion, practised by the
Frisians in France, the Langobardi in Italy and the Vizigaths.
in Spain, was brought from Central Asla, the eradle of the
Goths*  Itisin fact 8 modification of the same fecling, which

" T Gkikeny 3 Scrilic tace, Inhabitiig 1he fanky of the Todem oF
xn early petiod of listuay wies gloen 1o nlmiicder, 14 was g :ulluﬂl;Pﬂﬂ
Failm, " wonos fanaleshild wes born, 1o crry her tly the market plms=,
zn| there proetsim afomst, hoidisg (e e Hy cie I:-...u.,t andd b kenifz dig the ciber.
o e wxnnnﬁ:: e wight Exve bat 5 ntherwise she was mimslatil,
E( this s they el Mo men tiar winsish, which veczshitnal |l cotom

g"ﬂﬂlr‘mm. mu{rﬂh Whim wrry Lisduabil wiaiied bior, sie st up. A
mirh il e g ol by the tibcn, they withmw

P i ¥ i, ey w AL



THE HINDOO FENALES, 247

characterizes the Rajpont and the ancient German warrior,
—the drend of dishonor to the fair- the firmer mises the
poniard to ttu: breast of his wile rather than witness: her
captivity, and he grives opiats Q the infant, whom, il he cin-
not partion and marry to her |, he dare not seo degrad-
ed”  Descending from theé??!_v ideal of a chivalrous
Rajpoot eharacter to the more familiar pariraiture of tame
Hindoo life in Bengal, we find the same sad destiny fs the
portion..af &femule in both cazes  # When 'n female-1s boin
no anxious inquiries await the mother—na greetings welcome
the new comer, who appears an intruder on the scene. which
often closes in the Bour of fts birth Bt the very silence
with which a female bigh is acmmpmnied foreibly exprosses
saraw.”  In almost r stage of life; from fpfancy to old
age. her existence tircsints a urilfrm picture of glaominess,
Uncertainty, dupnndq-s:y, and neglect, Fiestom of thatsght
ank I:ﬁdqtndtnm‘.- of ' action—the natural birthrights of a
mational being—are deaied her not by ber Creator bt by &
ﬂ!ﬂlh parow-minded and crafty prissthost. She i trotted
A ti::{mcvd of a3 if sho were pnbirely destitute of the Teelings
and kdeas of 2 sentient being, She dare not emerge fiom the
unhealthy seclusion of the casly confined amdarmadad, or
female department, where suspicions-and jealonsics, envy and
malignity are not unfrequently beéwing i the Soitity eakdron —
of doemestic discond.  Bom within the precinets of an jib
ventilated zenana, and cooped up in the cage- of xn uncon-
genial cell, she is detined 10 Breathe her lest in that wnwhoke-
s3Me retreat.

A European lady can have no ides of the esormos
amount of misery anl peivation to which the Hfe of 7 Fipdoo
female i subjected. In her case, the hitters far coimtar-
balance the sweets of life. Tho natural helplesness of her
conditiot, the abject wretchedness to which she s fnditably
docmed, the utter prostration of her insellect, the ascondency

(230
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of-a daminnnt pricsthond exacting yntuestioning. submission
1o its selfish doctrines, the wmmerited neglect of an unsym-
pathetic world, and. the appalling hardships and austérition
which she is condemned to endure in the event of the death
of her lord, literally beggar description. Al the graces and
accomplishments- with which she s blessed by naturs, and
which have a tendency to adom and enncble humanity, are
i her case unreasomably denounced as: unfeminine endow-
ments and privileges, 1o assert which is 2 sperflagions act,

If she is ever happy, she is happy in spite of the cmel
ordinances of her lawgiver, and the still more cruel usages
and institutions of her country. Manuy, the greatest fountain -
of authority, has expressly inculeated the doctrine that no
mart ather than a Brahmin should recefve the blessings of
knowledge, and much more severely wan the mle enforosd
fr the cise of fermales, who were held to be naturally unfit
for mental culture! "It was worse than a blasphemy Lo
attempt to educate a female ; she was bor In ighornes,

— ghe must die in ignorance,  All the horrors of arpremutures

anf certain widowhood were pictired forth (o her eves, were

ehe o make an effort to enlighten her mind.*  How shame-
fully contracted were the views of the Hindoo tawgiver in
respect of the progressive development of the human fntellect )
His prohibitory Injunction was and is now more honored fn
the hreach than in observance.

® The Hindm liwglven, whoterer (heir whortcomingy B ather mapests,
whowed & gret imigh ol human naliee whan they Jaoled E:uu 0 st tn
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Fram tho momant a feinale child 5 brought ito the
world, a new source of anxiety arises in the mindy of it
parents, which becomes move and more intense as it advances
in years. The thoupht ol educating the chilil is not what troue
Bles their heads, it i & thought which is ot the furthest v
mave from their imaginstion; but the idea how te dispese of
it in the world contimuilly peeys on their minds, The child,
perfectly umcairseios of the fate that awaits it, begitis to handle
the playthings set before it, and as nature in almost every
case works intuitively, it soon lewrns to make o mipnlaties
Kitchen with sarthen pots and pans resembling that in the
midst of which it has to spend the greater portion of its ex-
istenice. 1t s a noteworthy fact that & Hindoo lady even when
placed i afffuent circumstances does not consider it beneth
her dignity to eccasionally tale a part in the enirine, or ut
least in making prepsvations for the same, though the family
has professional cooks in its employ, the principal ohject
being to feed her husband and children with extra dolimnies
prepared with her own hand.  Instead of idle and unprofitable
talk and scandalous gossipings, reflecting oo the characrens
of others; such an occupation fs deserving of ‘commenation®

When &ix br seven years of age, the mother endsavotirs
to initiate the girl in the first courss of simple Hratas or reli
giows vawa, whicl are destined, as has been already ihewn, to
exerciae a vaul influence on her mind,  The gorms of super
stition being thus sown so early take a.decp oot.  Meanwhile
the anxicty of the mother for her marriage increasss with her
growth, Numecous projsals are receivedd and rejected, till

* Thi: liie Baboa Bajimitals Ry Cliowithry, of " Baripors,
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at length a selection isqmade ncconding to the rules: stated in
a loemer slkateh, 1o this manter, pensms are marsies) with
A ‘much indifference ns enttle are yoked together, they are
disposed of according to the judgment “of thelr parents

without the parties, who ure to live tagether 1ill death, having:

the slightest opportunity of secing each other, much less of
studying cach other's disposition.

1T o female chill possess, as is very mrely the cass, finely
chiselled festures, embadying the ideal of a Hindoo heaury,
the breast of the mother is freed for a thine, but for a time
only, from perturbiation oF Intermal agitation. It may be she
i cangratulated on the binth of w0 beautifa) a child, and it fs
but: natwal thar she should indulge in pleasant delusins
‘about the futwe of her offspring, She looks forward o a
mittch at Gneo desirable and happys  Fed with such hopes,
she cherishos many:a fond iden of the wealth of joys i stofe
for her daughter,  Bul Bow aften are our Brighlest hopes
blasted by the ruthless hand of fortune.:

Ifpon the contrary, the girl be deficient fn beauty, the
bedtom of the mother is perpetuslly disturbed by gloomy fore-
bodings, which no worldly adlvantngs can effectually remove;
no reasoning can suflicieatly suppress  The reasstring ad
‘monition of conpenial minds may sistain hor Spirits for a
time, Bt whenever alone or disngaged from the toils of
‘domestic duties; her mind almost involuntarily reverts to the
future destiny of the girl.  As day by day she grows older,
and her featitres begin to assume & more distinetive farm, the
deformmity, which was but faintly perceived at first, becomes
‘more striking, The mother hersolf, perhaps, being & living
Alustration of how froitless were the attempts of hir parents
o srcurg for her a desimble maich, naturaily feels o M
mtisgiving o to the good fartune of her child,

- While the haurts of the parents are this filledl with' dis-
quii:ﬁng thoughts; the girl i perfectly unconscious of the fate

E.
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thit ‘awaits her. She laughs and sports about, regardliss af
what i written on hes forchmad by the Ridiats paoreesh. Thy
performance of the religious vow in her infancy, having for its
object the sseuring o good husband, might ibcidentally
remind lier of marriags, but the thought passes off i a mo-
ment like the streaks of @ moming cloud,  Hence it hus been
juitly said thit the huppiest days in the [fe of a Hindoo
fenvale are those preceding her marviage. (17 in Bengal, under
the paternal care of a Christian Government, she s oot per-
mitted to became a victim to the poppy ab her diwn, or the .
flames at her riper years, like her Rajpoot sster i times of
yore; she is ever and anon subject to the appalling handships
of ‘& Rdkada life, br widowhond. Though too young to fully
realize the thowsand and one evils of sich a wrttched ex.
istence, 'yot the living examples she daily rod hourly sees
aroting her make, to use & hative pliraae, “her hands und feet
eniter into her el

To thoss who have studied the existing state of Hindoo
saciety, it is u mutter no less of wonder than of ‘gritulation =
that the system of early marringe, the arbitrary mannes in
swhich it s contymmated;, and the utter absenee of the voice
and cansent of the partics thus affianced, deriding the very
idea of the slightest opportunity being given to study gach
other's dispasition and habitude, should produce soch o lurge
amount of csnjugal felicity, which is the fmdamental obiject
of this solemn compact.: In every nation removed from bas
bariam, marriage is a recognised vrdinance, alike sanctioned)
by thie law of God und the law of man. It s 3 solemy coves
nant ‘between a man and o woman o fove cach other
trrough all the vicissituded of life, till the union i§ dissalved
by the demth of either, Wi may go further and sy that even
then the tie of relationship does not: become potally- extinet,
nasmuch s the party surviving has to provide for the nus
ture and education of children, should there be any, Such
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being the nature of a matrimaninl engagement; it is next to
impossible that a boy of fourtesn wedded to wgirl of nine
shoulll be'capably of forming an adequnte idea of the Ve
tenponsibility.  The evil must work its own remedy with the
general spread of education and the growth of & suimd sy
tem of domestic and sacial eoamany, becanss the existing
ane i unhealthy and unnatural, It is neeless o dilateon the
evil cansequences of early miarriage, they are clearly spparont
int the every-day life of 4 Hindoo,

Nature & so propitious to us in every respect that out of
evil she brings good.  When the female, destitite as she is-of
the blessings of knowledge, becomes the mother of sevesal
elifldren, she is raised to the rank of -a governess, or in other
words, she becomes a glinns, or head of the family, Taoall
intenits and purposes, she seemns to understand her duties so
thoroughly that almost instinctively she exercises 3 salutary
control over a number of young girls, newly married, cor-
rects all improprieties of conduct, and teaches them. to
cherish feelings of mutual kindness, love and affection,

In many casiss, however, it tnust be acknowledged, the
custom of szveral familics—all branches of the me stem,
—living together under one roof] is u fruftful souree of evil
often embittering the swest enjoyments of a peacelul conjugnl
life. Where there is no harmony among the sevieral female
members of a family, the slightest misunderstanding occasions
bittereat quarrels, especially when there is o recogised
Lhimni or female head to check the same. or reconcile the
partiushy matronly advice. For Instance, if one son in &
family be well-to-do in the world, and another does not puosiiss
the same advantages, it is ten to one but that the wife of the
former constantly advises him to mess sepamtely; if notto
remove 16 a different house, and as uncaual cambination i
always disadvantsgeots to the wealer side, the fatter has
10 put op with slights and indignities Which are oftentimes:
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unbearabile, and terminate in a separation cither in food or
domicile, or both. 1t is a well established fact that & woman
is the principul caunse of a disruption between brothers and
uther members of & family, Though she is mild, soft,
kind and flexible, yet she belies her nature when sordid
self and mean avarice exert 4 dominant sway over ler mimnd
Stinted in her culture and contracted in her views, Mammon
is ber god, and she Yooks to the welfare of her husband amd
her own children as the chisf end of her existence. Shc
ts naturally louth to give a share of the affection of her
husband to a rival ; she also cannot brook the idea of fritter-
ing his earnings among s kindred, T have known of the
most affectionate and devoted of brothers not being able to see
each other's fics underithe all powerful influence of petticoat
guvernment, A European becomes a housskeeper as soon as
he marries. The arrangement is an excellent one, no doubt,
and as educated Hindoos are yvery much disposed o imitate
English manners, the practioe where feusible is gradually
gaining ground, despite the prevalence of the old patriwrchal
systein throughout the greater partion of the country,  There
il & common native saving, which nins thus: * as many brothers,
50 many abodes®  Itisite a certain extent a striking illusta-
Hion of the existing state of things; harmeny snd peace
can scarcely be found in a family where hrothers are swiyed,
as they must be, by the irresistible influence of their wives,®
To the credit of the pateiarchal’ system, there stilll exist In
tvery part of the country numerous families that scout the

iden of & segregation.

* M ihe time of the Clarraed Hesd op swingiog Tatiml, which lales pla=
about (e lnblille of ‘Apdl 0 ARdibines oo i of Calisiie sro soae
tumed by shike Soeter nf caTioaluie bepiisemeat ey o difEeeert swrts of Conadling
wunm, ilhantie ic prevaiiing mum.‘- f Yhe peesnt zge.  In many s
thar hblooll the mapl s sliohemide thai they cannet Gl i mskie s fhin=
poessde o the popuiar min.i Amyag <l bt mrpresentatimme they s eclilsgied
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Turning from the dark to the bright side of the picture.
it is gratifying to observe that of late ‘years, atbention s
been directed to; and liudable exertions: are being made for,
the education of Hindoo females. +Nothing can compirs
i impotatice with the steady progress of this movement.
After the smovement had beest begin by the Misiionary Socte-
ties, the late Han. 81, Drinkwater Bethune gave an important
fmpttus to, this noble cause from: the side of Goveroment.
These examples have since been fllowed up by ather devoted
friends of native improvement, and the Government has fully
recognised the pammount importance of the object. This
combination of effarts has already produced the must grati-
fyjng remults, That there i a growing dosire for learning
among the females by the study of such elementary hooks,
‘Bengallee and English, as have a tendéncy 1o improye their
understareling, s & patent fact.  Not only young girls,
whose fige permits them to attend -seliools, but grown up
ladies, who ure confined within the precinets of a zonana,
are alike influcnced. by this commendabie desire. Almost
every respectable Hindoo family in Caleutta las a Chiistian
governess, who besidies glving primary and Bible instruction,
teache all sorts. of necdlit-work—an art in which consider-
able progress has besn made within the Jast fes yeam. *
This is an indication ol the growth of & refined taste which
4% Wogreat step towands the couse of natienal impraveément:
-As we have said elsewhere) instead of spending thelr time
I Tdle talle and waprofitable occupation, if not in unpleasant
Missension, they now vie with esch other in prolducing worls
of art and useluloess, and as o matter of course the anmml
distribution of rewards 4 3 gmat fncentive to exertion. Ir

- diasabial Teli or il b Byl peyr Culeiiths, o wihuck the spcdinimin
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is devoutly to be wished that this desire for leamming and
taste for works of art should gradually spread and  be
appreciated’ throughout the length and breadth of the land.
In the interior, however; the mass of the people of all ranks
and of both sexes are still as remote from the ifluence of
this improvement as they were centuries ago.

It is a pity that Hindoo lemales are withdrawn from
schopls the moment they are married ; this is an insuperable
ohstacle 1o the full development of their mental powers.
The progress mude by some of them in the zomana s really
very creditable, and challenges the commendation of all who
huve the clévation of native female character st heart
Théy are not only assiduous in the cultivation of feminine
graces: and accomplishments, but their supericr grmsp
of thought and language vank them among the litemry
women of their country. Some thirty years back the
Hindoo females: of Bengal were immased in ignorance;
they were: represanted as degraded boings incapable of im-
provement; not one in & thousand could read or write § but
aice proper steps have been taken to remove this- pational
reproach, they have evinced an ardent desire to enrich thefr
minds by a cowrse of study which, though not profound, i
well ftted to adorn female Iife. The English Church
Miszion, “The Scottish Ladies' Association,” a department
of the Chorch of Scatland Mission, the Froe Church Mission,
the American Mission, &e "are all doing an incalcuiable
amount of good by thelr disinterested efforts- 1o impart the
blessings of knowledge to soch zenmana females as are pre-
cluded by being married from attending schools.  The
complete regencration of India cannot be expected until the
emancipation of the females is accomplished, practically
proving to the world, as it has already done i a very limited
degres, the palpable absurdity of Manu's interdictory edict,
restraining them from cultivating their intellectual powers.

EE
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A3 aproof of the progress already made ju the bigher
branches of female education, it is gratifying to stute that two
young ladies passed the First Aets' Examination of the Caléutta
University at the end of st yenr. e of these wis trained
in the BeWbine School, and the ather in the Free Clutrch
Normal School.  This examination Tepresents o very consd-
derable umount  of acquirement, and s next to the B A
Several other femali candidates ilss pasnedl the Entrance ar
Matriculation Examination at the sane time. Similar pro-
gress lias been mported from the Madras Fresidency,

Autlientic history furnishes abundint evidence of the
Eruﬂ!mm of fomaliz education in the eountry to p consider-
able esxtent, until Malsmedan Oppression not ooly proseribed
Hindoo women from pursuing . fiterary Gireer, but mlti-
mately dmgred them into a state of unhealthy seclusion for
the preservation of their honor, which they valued mone than
thélr yery life.  In Rajpootan every nspectahle femule was
instructed toread and write  OF theic intelloctunl endow-
mentd and Erowledgre of mankind, whoever Has had pijspor-
nitics of conversing with them eould ot fall to forma favers
able impression®
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this, as well ds In some other enstern countries

pelygamy has from time out of mind been in ex-

fstence. That it fs subversive of moml order and
of conjugal felicity, Is-admitted by all who have paid the
dightest degree of attention 1o the very many evil canse-
quences of this abnormal fnstitutions It is a violation of a
Just and divine law, oppased to the nurture and education of
childdren, and inconsistent with the due equality of the sexes
I every country where this obnoxious practice prevails, and
i dignified with the hinllowed name of a social and religious
ardinance; as is done in Indie, womun occupies o degraded
positicn, and socioty Is rude and uncxpansive in its character,
The most hginous crimes are gommitted withott (remorse,
and consgiance s an:m:d as it were, with a red-hot jron,
* Nature his designad woman to be the equal of man a5 @
meral aml intellectusl being; and' entfined to the excr
cise of her own proper Jities as a wife and mather, she
i3 pluced In n fevourahle position as relates to her own
happitvess “and the happiness of her huband™ Much of
the civilization of Euwrope is due to the high position of the
fuir sesein the social scale  Thelr education, thelr capacity
far rearing their children in prdedy and virtuous habits, thoir
elevated conceptions of & Supreme Belng, their socisl and
domestic manners, the purity. df their lives; their natural ten-
derness and affection, thelr freedom, and the mpral igluence
of their actlons on society, give them a rmnk in no way
inferior to that of the other sexx  But In this comntry, it
painful to realise that they are not only denied the [nestimabili
blessings of & good cducation but that their first lawgiver sy
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condemned them to 4 state of abject servitude.  * Women
have no business” s Manu, “ with the text of the Veda,
this i5 the law fully scttled: having, therefore, to evidenice
of law, and no knowledge of expiatary texts, sinful womsen
must be ag foul as filsehood itsell’; and this &s a fixed rule
Through their passion Tor men; their mutable temper, their
want of settlod affection, and their perverse nature, [let them
be guarded in this world ever so well) they soon become
alfenated from their hushands” Manu allotted to sach women
“a love of their hed, of their scat, and of erinment, impure
appetites, wrath, weak flexibility, desire O mischicl ang
bad conduct. Day and night must women be held by their
Prutectors in a stite of dependence Apart from. their
practically sérvile condition, the dpparent complicence with
which polygamy iz tolerated, and the facility with which a
plurality of wives can be obtained, are circumstances which
poisop the percnninl source of conjugal felicity, reduce them
10.3 state of moral and intellectun! degradation, and sap the
very: foundation of virthe. *A barren wile,"  says Mamu,
“imay be supcrseded by another fy the eightt year; she
whose children are 4l dead, in the tenth; she ‘who brings

Yorth only daughters, in the eleventh year ; she who spenks:

unldivdly, witheus delay.”  Bullal Sen, who, if I mistake not,
had first established the syatem of Keolinism in Beoga), and
prescribed cestain niles in favor of polyzamy, was singularly
deficient in foresioht and wisd, m when he entirely . ovor-
loofeed the evil consequoncey inseparable from this monstrous
matrimonial arrangement, sq pregnant with mischief in what-
Everaspect we view it Any antificll institntion which fs
subversive of divine law will, in the main, prove highly
unfavourable to the best interests of society. The marrlage
of & man with but ane wife is an wmangement which shoufid
never be departed from, To dispose of the ministering angels

-of otr existence, without the slightest regard 1o their future -



POLYGAMY. 239

happiness, and yoke them to an tmprincipled iiberting, or &
Kool perhaps on the verge of his grave, is a system alike
destructive of all soclal, berevolent and hiunane feelings, A
Koolin hasno regard, much less sympathy, for any one of his
fumesous wives, on the contrary he looks to them for gain
and other worldly adeantages [t Ts a notorious fact that
Koolin wives sfter their marriage almuost, invariably live with
thele parents, thus virtually closingall svenues to the growth
of affection between the hushand and wifi, The gne is as
eitranged from the other ‘as if there had been na bond of
union between them. As the temptations to vicious indul-
gences are 4o very powerful and niimerous in this wicked
wiirll of eurs the unscinpulous Koolin females.of the sacer-
dotal élnss often sacrifice chastity at the altar of sensiality.
The perpeteation of the most horrible crimes is the necsssary
cffect. “The fault does not rest so much with the: poor anfor-
tunate famales as with the diabolizal system which openly
tolerates and religiovsly upholds polygamy. That it & an
unnitieal state, even thé most thoughtless will readily admit,
In every case it is the source of perpetual disputes and
misory. Domestic happiness can have no place in a family
in which more than one wife lives, I have known many &
per=an who under the impulse of passion had entersd inlo
this unnatural state deplore it as the greatest of all domestic
afflictions,, Even separate cook rooms, sepirate apartments,
and sepurate mekals, and dining and sleeping alternately
with two wives with the greatest punctuality; and giving the
same set of ornaments Yo both, were not enough to ensure
harmony, peace and tmnquillity, Indeed it Has become a

proverh amang the Hindoos, that * one wife woulld mther go
with her Hushand to the gloomy regions of pawa (Pluto}
than see him sit with the pther”  As hat alreaidy boen dese
eribed; s tender girl of five years of age is; us her firsf nstouc-
tion before emeigitig from her nursery, Initinted dnto the Srate
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ar veligious: vow of Siyjeaty, the: primary abject of which
I the roin and destryction of 2 Saten or rival wife, The
germs or jealousy against, and contempt for, a eval being
thus sown =0 early. they take décp ot and expand in time
50 al 1o become absolutely ineralicable

When the presence of two wives in the same listse Boat.
tended with so much disquictude, the eyl asfsing from the prac-
tites of professional Kaolins is much greater, They are mirrieid
to a number of females Whose prospect of canmubial bliss is
ps remote as the poles are asunder,  Insteasd of ‘true Jove and
Lonuind attachment, the leghtimate conditions of matrimony,
the natural spathy of the husband is aften recquited by the infide-
lity of his numesouswives; nor can It e atherwise, the visitsof
the hushand being, ke those of a meteor, few and far bistween,
Being destitute of the finer susceptibilities of human nature,
and looking upon matrimony 85 1 matter of traffic, he regands
I wives aa 50 many antomata whose happiness is not at all
flentified with his own,  Influenced by a4 sordid love of Eain,
bredd and brought-up in the fap of ignutance and |aziness, and
pampered by efieminate habits, he leads & profigate life typis
cal of utter demomalisation. He carss as little for the chas-
Hity.of his wives = a chill does for the nicety of his play-
things By rank, profession and hubit he is g debauches. His
bettie of female honor is totally blunted. “The thought of
nurturmgy and edueating his numeroys children never enters
dntalhie mind. He knows not how many sonx and duughtm

e has, whetber, logitimate or illegitimae: fe 5 not capable

seen their facds, IT he keep a register of the futnber -f-’hi:a
wives, he keeps o record of e number of his chilelres,
Wihen he wants maney, -he pounces on such a lather-in-liw as.
can satfidy Wim, I Jje keep one wifeat home, it i5 pot rrum
warmth of alfection that he dows s, Byt merely for his awi
convenience:and comfont ; she is mude 1o discliarge all the
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meninl offices of & domentic makl-servant, Though never
plaged n uffluent circumstances, yet he fs the Joed of thirty,
forty ot hifty women, It hos been very aptly remarked. by a1
cminent writer who Bad paid tnuch attention to the manners
anid costoms of the Hindops—that “amungst the Turks,
seraglios are confined to men of wealth, but here, a Hindoo,
Rrahmin, possessing only a shred of cloth and .a piece of
threadl, (peita) Keeps more than & hunidred mistresses’  In=
deed such @ system of monstrous polygamy s without &
parailel in the history of human depravity, Prostitution,
adlultery, and the horrible crime of the destruction of the foe-
tns in the womb by tneans of deleterious drugs administercd
by old wemen, are the incvitable consequences of this una-
tural state of things. It s an undeninble fact that the
daughters of Koolin Brahming, abandoned by their unprinsi-
pled hushanis, are often led into the forbidden paths of Jife, =
partly through the impulse of passion amidst the seductions
of a wicked world, and portly through thelr exeeodingly
miserable circumstances,  The houses of ill fame in Caleutta
and other lnrge towts drofilled with women ol this infamous
character, snd the inhuman practica of Jatefaldns jre-
~vails to an alarming extent, notwithstanding the increased
vigilance of the police. Some fifty years agu a number of
respoctable Hindoos felt so disgusted at the mischisvous tens
dency of the Koolin system of mardage that they wens, o
the cve of memonatising the Government to put dawn the
practice by a leglslative enactment, such as had been dons'in
the ln-_nliih_iﬁ_m of saté of female immolation, but they were
assurcd that the authoritics would not interfere in the domes
tic and sacial wsages of the people. ' :
Tt is gritifying to observe, however, that the growth of
intelligence and the march of intellect his of late yeams —
greatly counteracted the infludnee of this monstrous evil.. I
the Rulers will not attempt to abolish a social system
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oppesed to the foolings of natural affection by the denuncia=
tion of the severest temporal penalties, the good semse of
the people who are victimised by it must be appealed to for
its totil suppression.

“The following extract from Mre. Wand's excellent work on
the Hindvos will give the reader an idea of the fearful extent to
which Koolinism prevailed in Bengal some fifty or sisty years
back, when English education could scarcely be said to have
commenced the work of reformation or rather disintegration.

“ Notwithstanding: the predilection for dooling they are
more Corrupt in their manners than any of the Hindoos, 1
hive beard of a Koolin Bralimin, who, after marrying sixty-
five wives, carricd off another man's wife, by personating hey
hushand. Many of the Koolins have a numerous posterity.
1 aslect five exanples, though they might casily be multi.
plied = Owdhoy Chunder, & Brahmin; late of Bagndpird, had
sixty-five wives, by whom he had forty-one sons, and twemty-
five daughters. Rambkinlkur, & Brahmin, late of Keosheda, had
soventy-two wives, thirty-two sons; and twenty-zeven duugh-
ters.  Vishnooram, a Brahumin, late of Gundilpini, had Xty
Wives, twenty-five sons and fifteen daughters: Gouree Chyrn,
a-Brahmin, late of Trecbanes, had forty-five wives, thirty-two
sons, and sixteen daoghters, Ramakant. a Beahmin, lite of
Bhovsdaranee, had eighty-two wives, eighteen sons and
twenty-six daughters; this man died about the year 1850, at
the age of Bs years or more, and was marricd, for the laat
time, vnly three months before his death Most of these
marriages are sought after by the relationd of the female, to
leeep up the hanor of their families ; and the childeen ol these
murrlages invatiably remain with their mothees, and are
maitained by the relations of these females.  In some cases,
n Koolin Ig:h:r does not know his owny chitldren ™

_ Not only the niles of caste, byt feterty s also % great
= bamicr to the marriage of Koolis women, a fact which lus |~
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been very feclingly deplored in the following lines: Maid-
enly anxiety finds a natural vent in them i—
Ok sjinke Lhe Tuide’s saer

A whoezme frme vhe hyre,

01 gin T weere but s,

1 al vha T delier

Yy we poor Bolk mrm fer dugle,

Anad o the L e 2,

I sfiars cate whet | shosdd winid

I 1 gomhd but get & omn,

Avotbir, aml O what will 2emb " sisl
Al O] izl will { de?

That sle & ez Lassle m 1

st i fura wooer, 1 trow.”

When Bullal Sen first introduced this cbrioeions system,
which went under the cuphonious title of the Order of Merit,
he little anticipated that the very small seed of mischiel he
then planted would soon grow into a Inxuriant tree, and pro-
duce an abundant crop of evils, poisoning the very source of
domestic felicity, 1t requires no depth of thought to predict
thiat the evil is déstined to die-a natural death, as all such
social evils are fated to do, when ignarance and superstition
are driven into their congenlal darkness. Though many a
Hindisa s¢il) lives in the sin of polygamy without any parti-
culir repentance, yet the irrcslstible progress of virtue, like
that of truth, will ultimately teach him’ that it is an unsafe
foundation o which to build the sober structure Bf damestic
happiness,

The details of the following conversation between a hus-
band, his old mother, and his two wives, placed at the dispo.
sal of the writer by a fricnd, may, he trusts, not be out of
place;—

u\What is this noise for,” exclaims Radhamoney, a widow,
(the name of the mother) coming out of the thacgor ghur in
which she was worshipping 3  this nofse, this tumli, this
quarre), this wiinging of the hands, these curses will surely

FE
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drive away Luckhee from the house, it is enough s make —
Ehe devil Ay ; you have lost every sense of shame, AT WA,
your clamour has deafencd my ears, where shall 1 go? one
s apt to leave her clothes behind You hove beoen wervel T
Fghty it was only the other day that Griab, (name of I.h:.—,aun}:
limst 5,000 Rupees in a case at the Burra Adawlut (Lligh Court.)
Ii I be a Sari (chaste woman), T say, vou two wimen {point-
ing to the two wives) will be heggared and redpced to the.
candition of Aarwees (those who carry night soll); in what
unlucky hour did these two women enter the house. Yo are
both Rellazeer (female cannibals) Day by day, sorrow Bs
eatig into the vitals of my son, his golden bady Is boing
darkened every day; Ob | Bidhate (God) you have ordained
*this for me?  “Ullungo (name of the maid-servant) what is
the catise of this uproar?” asks the mother, * Ma. what will
I'say,” replics the mald-servant ; * the eoak Jirst gave the cath,
bofled riee to Comul,” (name of the daughter of the first wifie).
1 this all ? nothing more #” continues the mother: “my Bichd
(child) has had no food for seven days, being il with fever.
You all know this; the dobesra/ (phynician) this morning has
ordered some. rice for her, whereupon the second wife, all
this while roiing and bawling, cursing and swearing, stepped
forward and said, it is past nine wnd my Hurree (her son's
name, 12 years old) has not yet got & morsel, s belly Hity
shrunk, and the schoal time i come ; if late, his master will
make him stand Radhamoncy, the old motier, or phiss,
sent for the cook, and enquired il the rice were ready., “Yes,
weer, durree Baboo came into the cook room half an hoar ago,
and T asked him to take his meal; chorta sma (second . wife)
prevented him, because T firs? cave the rice to Comul who
was &0 long il “Where is Hurree nows” enqguired the yld
fady. The mald-servimt veplied * Clarta ma gave him a few pice
and tpld him to go o hi=school, though he could haveialin
vice if he liked" * Let Grish retum home,” added the old lndy,
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u and Towill tell him to send me to Benares without delay ;1

~ am sick of your incessant byoils ; fur giving Comul rice firzt

you two bows fell into a quarrel, and cursed each other so fear-  *
filly that you, burss dow (first wile), ate the head of Hurree,

and you, eliotte fon (second wife), ate the head of Comuls:
hiusband.” *

It was evening, and Grish, the son, returned home from
office. Tifore be had time to-take off his office dress, the pld=——
mother, impatient to tell him what had occurred during the
day, and with tears in her cyes, thus aditressed him = “You, my
som, huve Wrought the greatest curse on yourself by martying —
two wices; to-dny thé whole family has been starwing, and
why ? beeuuse Comul, suffering from fever for the Jast ight
days, hitdl got a litile rice this morning; and sheate first! st
dow, therefore, prevented her sou from eating anything, and sent
the little dacka to the school without tics, From. what pajre
(mean) fumilies have you broughit these two females 2 1 can nio
fongur remain in the house,  Under the slightest pretext, like
infamous wenches, they not only brawl but curse each other
anid the son and son-indaw inte the bargain. Can Luckhee
dwell in such m house? send me to Benares instuxtly, Tcan
no fongeér Hve i such o hell of a place Yatur wives have
made it a regolar hell” The son consoles the old minther,
pramising that everything woitld be dotte according to her
wish, Idgging her at the same time to eat samething, and
adding that he does not mind: swhether his two. wives @t of
nol.  After guing through the cvening service, he slept out-
side that pight, pondering what should be done for the
future quiet of the family. Next day he removed the first
wife 1o Der fither's house, becasme the second wife is always
the Zubundull, imagining thut one hand. can never muke &'~

C* Rl 1he llend mosiia wiling death, Whon (we ¢l wiess fll ool
m ﬂm = {int!:. ] m;:w' Lyl Jeslomsy.  With Smking heele
{ od locks 1hey slapss crrea eaily o sl wiclandly.
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clap, Pul he was sadly mistaken, the deserted wife, conti-
nually brooding over her misfortune, at length resolvel 1o
put an el to her existence, and accordingly ane night took
~ an overdose of oplum, and bade a final adiew to the world.

The above story is founded on rea) [ife and should serye
__ asa waming 1o thase who under the impulss of passion
" blindly fun into a state of polygamy, which is umloubtqﬂiy
one of the greatest domestic cvils amonp the fatives.



Xix.
HINDOO WIDOWS.
P HE system of early marriage, and the barbarous
f-:i"'; institution of condemning a Hindoo female to a life:

- of perpetial widowhood after the death of her
husband, are evils which cannot be too strongly deprecated.
In this country, owing to the prevalence of early marringe
and the manner in which it [s consummated, a Hindoo does
not become & housckeeper immediately after his marriage.
The wifis geperally remains one or two years with her parents,
wecasionally ging to ber father-in-law's house for & few days
only ; her husband pays her a visit now and then, but nol
without the special invitation of his mother-in-law, The
object of such an invitation is evidently to mike the son-ii-
faw behave well towards her daughter. For the attainment
of this object, a5 1 have described before, no means is left.
untried. Indesd it has become a proverb among the Hindoos
that when a man fares sumptuously, it 5 said, he has been
fod with all the fondiiess shown to a son-in-law. It has
always struck me that if & Hindoo female were permitted to
re-marry after the death of her first hsband, the afection of
a mother-in-law for a san<dn-law would not have been so
warm &s it now [s under the existing state of ‘thing, which
admits of no alternative: :
Living under the patemnal rool far one or two years after
~her marriage, & Hindoo girl someétimes becomes a widow, *—

* Snch = widow s called 5 Awagrane, M yme why bms nedir enjoyel dhe
conpmny of fux huslimmd. A rctger tesen of Femitly veprooch can ssirely be
tound in (he Hindon voeabalury, - Frow the dey ihis tardble botcmyomanl ocrEI
she 5 comramed by convenioual yules in sch o=, b off frm Bhen Tesil
Abie rrom hample, buit ciwinye to liey tepedier nge Wie i tach gnuhpq tn, cotdinime
tm weat the pold bomghe and & henlersl Sav chmrhi, - She & Tamdiles o) wee
tishi—ber ==t fvonite dinii, —suel she mmat partially fasl om ereey ckmdlais
hesenth day of Lhe incresse o decrmsie of the moon. Whan sbio anine &2 thr
a'ir.nl {nanty hov life presents sn amvaiial photusy of gl 3wl waichmines.

0 lebbtnes = eguley wiiluw,
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a state of life which is unspeakabily miserable, When &
young female of ten or eleven years of age loses her
husband, with whom perhaps she had searcely ever exchanged
a single word, she is yuite unconscious of the unmitigated
misery shie is fated ta endure for the remainder of her long
existence.®  Deplorable as such a condition undoubtelly i,
it becomes doubly migerable from the cold, uncongenial and
unsympithetic stmosphere by which she i3 surrounded, and
- the uncared-for neglect with which she is treated ever after-
wands, Execept a mother, who can adequately conceive the
thotsand and one miseries which are in store for the daughiter?
It is a gloomy picture from the heginning to thie end, and the
¢ gloom deepons as time rolls over her devoted head,  Cursed
be the name of the lawgiver who has made such 8 crue)
ardinance, and cursed the socicty that has become a thrall to
- §t] Oppased to the feclings of humunity and natural affection,
the divine lawgiver of the Hindoos; Manu, expressly entjoins
that *although the state of widowhood might be deemed
-onerons by the fair sex of the west, it wonld be considered
litthe urcship in the east, Let her emaciate her body, by
Hiving voluntarily on pure fowers, roots and frnits, bist let
her not, when her lard i deceased, even pronvunce the name
oI has hess fuatly tewerkel, and | bilere b W omom cases horos

it by leete, that & Hindon walow lre 1o & [[F i
gp?s;m“:]-mmhm Batds her |IMT sttty her E’nlrﬂﬁ = ?
-

ibey, total abarineses from fied of any Hod @ tho elevenih 2y of the
and ooy uf _tl;l;_: mm?, h:::tﬂum!:; days of ﬂc?: fwhﬂh&;‘-
W jrest mdsure this efiocty of every kind im-;u.hm; rimm whatever ceuse
. el e el gamwunt of landibips o 1s sccmimmed 1o il Wn
conirilnte o ;nm[mﬁr_l:n exiatencs. Sursly. her Tife muy be mid 1o extemil s,
b fiversd wiklo of Bermberr. 10 ko2 cotmns Er[TEssm mas] a3 Hindan
¢, dewing ber, emicegd of Tk " will ihe ever ie?’ Yosex, Tllitoy se=ms
Wby Bgorien beed ™ I thestatisticn of thi Tl sz izl 1t will ssnredly
e that Mitidoo. shilows comparntienly speaking ooy = lonper lifz lan
the lill male population, becsme the later o mlijec to Irregmbnsitips sl
cihey mivene coninpemriess of Wle which the Froser bs alnemd entbeely frea
o 10 ds mod nocrmmm 40 s = Higdie il of elghty, nincty or s hugdred
e of age. Indhert, mbure evidently seews 10 Bmie etk Lo by e
Wkl of (niseey seccisied wiih loogevity.
Hde alho & pensichalile (el thay idnletry atal oot ehisfy cove Wit
ol kaffnenes 10 the wide, ignannnce nrm:]ﬂu. fonalie deeolsm. . A}
‘= 1efigié Festival, immrly thece-Toon ks of e alsembly st compoved of widows,

i;ﬁ‘
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of another mam. A virtuous wife ascends to heaven, if, after
the decease of her lol, she deyote hurself to pions atisterity 5
hut 2 widow, who slizhts ber decensed hushand by marrring
ayim, brings disgrace on hersell here below and shall be
oxctuded from the seat of her lord. Abstinenes frnim the
commaon pursuits of Uik, and entire self-denial, are rewarded
by high renown in this woeid, and in the next the shode of
her Jord, and procuse for her the title of satfeed or the victuoua™
From the aboyve it is evident that widowheod has provailed
in this country from time out of mind, 1ts miichievous
tendency # apparent in the degraded and corrupt. siate
of female socicty. We can never thomughly conguer nds r
ture: we ean never restrain our passions so effectially as
o render ourselves proofl agninst temptation. The frailty —
of women ia sdmintedly great, and the ease with which they
may be seluced fnto the forbidden patls of life i too well-
known to seed being enlarged on.  However seduioualy a
Hindop mother may guard the virtue of her widowed daugh=
ter, audd hawedar forclily she may inculcate the doctrine of
purity of life and manners, it proves hut a lechle barsier against
the irresistible impulse of pussion. Numemus instances are
on record, proving the utter futility of human efforts to
contend successfully amainst muture In this rspeet. A young
widow may be sent to the holy cities of Benares and Beinda-
Lun, where she is nat unfrequently removed with her mother
of grandmother to spend the remainder of her days in
4 state of i=olated seclusion and religious service, but this
€7 poor sifeguard for the preservation of constancy and
virtue.  Volumes after volumes have been written on the sub.
ject, dénouncing in an unmistaksble manner the monstrous
perversity of the existing system, but the evil has taken such
& deep root in the social econiomy of the people that the'
utimost exertions must be put forth before it can be wholly
eradicated.
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The evils of widowhood are not only canfined to the en-

durance of accamulated hardships, and self-denials enough to

« rend asunder the tenderest chord of huinanity, but they Jike-
wise extend to unlawful cotinections, and the perpetmation
of another crime, that of abortion, which is no. less rovolt-
ing in enormity than infanticide itscll Many prespectilie
families, which are otherwise esteemed for their meritarious
actions, have more or less sunk in honor from this indelible —
stigmid ; a fow Have even lost their caste and status in soclety
from the above cause, In the primitive state of Hindoo society,
when eyery female other than a wife was regarded either
s & mother or sister according to age, frregrular fitercotirse
was almost unknown, but in these days of libertinism per-
fect purity of life is rarely known. Our divine lawgiver,
in view to the interests of humanity and female honar,
ought 1o hiave madde proper provision by lending his authority
and ganction to a system of widow remarriage within a
reasonuble pericd of lifi. Some such edict would have
bean ziike honorable to cur venerable sage, and beneficial
to thase who are morally ind. socially most deeply interested
in it; bur unfortunately his cruel dicta, running counter to
the fundamental principles of virtue and morality, have
necessarily engendered 4 rank crop of evils; undermining the
very foundation of human Bappiness,

The benevolent exertions of that high priest of Nature.
Pundit Isswara Chunder Vidyasagar, Baboo Keshub Chunder
Sen, the Brahmo apostle, and other Hindoo reformers, to pro-
mote the cause of widow marriage in particular, and female
emancipation in general, have not, it Is' sad 16 coutemplate,
been attended with the measare of suceess they deserve,
stmply because the state of Hindoo society is not yet yipe
for the innovation.. 1 am, hu\vmrer, ﬁa_n,gg[nc in iny' e;q-m.

~— ution that at no very distant future the progress of enlighten-
ment will ultimately bring about the copsummation g0 devotly
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th be wished for., 1t Blor the advanced ;ﬁanm tn endes. :
vour to remove the incrustation which age and learning have
formed and tradition and cwstom enshringd with jealous
and edulows cire, - Until this is done, & Hindoo widow mist
continue to mourn her ot amidst the dennnciations of @
heartless world, Sighs will never oease flowing from her leapt —
50 long &= she finds herself deprived of the mastee charm of
fife. She i now cast amongst the dregs and tattors of humarn. —
ity, Berelt of the saberancs of what endears lifé to a female,
she i3 constrained to cleave to the shady, which is destined to
leave her when she fcaves the light of lifi. Losiog all hope
of wordly enjoyments, she deposits the treasirs af her
heart in the sanctuary of roligion, convineed that to sell the
world for the life to come is profitable. It §s terrible to con-
template the awful amount of physical and mental suffering
with all its varicd complications. to which she is doomed ;
her tife is a steadfast battle agninst misery, her =oul soars in
A vactium where all is unreal, empty and hollow, and all the
sweet enjoyments of life fall flat on her taste Her mental
steife §s never over. She is fike a weary swimmen Who
thiows himseli back and fouts; because he is tod mitich
exhamsted to swim longer, yet will npt sink und let the cold
and merciless water close over his head. Her spirit has
braken wildly loose from its narmul attitude, and her mind
is overwhelmed in @ stirging tide of misery, From the
day she loses her husband, she has a new lease of life, =
and & miserable lease #t must be  She will not cense to
lament unti} her sou! jtself shalldie.  If she could say, joy was
once ber portion, it lighted on her as the birdl rests on the
tree in passing and takes. wing, yet she would now say, her
existence is so unlife-like that to her Jeath i aweet, She
isa poor fallen outeast of humanity, Noone can enter into
her feelings and views of things She has no influence, 00
control over herself, she cannot turn over a new leal within
s
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ticy own mind,  Though society is almost 4 necessity of our
existence, yet she lives wholly alone; a cheerless train of —
thoughts alwayzs haunts her mind, she feels a dismal void
i her heart, she finds heraelfl cut off at once and for ever fram
one most desr to her, no conversation, however pleasant; éan
bring her consolation -or cheat her grief.  The tide of settled
—melanchaly threatens her reason, As an outcast, she s re-

ligicusly forbidden to take a part in any of the social and
domestic concerns of iife, tending to relieve the erinul of a
wearsome existence, and toenliven the mind for a while She
is @ living example of an dingel sent by heaven to minister
to the comforts of man, turned by a cruel institution into
a curse. Estranged from the affection of those who ames,
by the tes of consanguinity, nearest and dearest to her
she passes ber days like a recluse, quite apart from the
comniunion of saciety, She stares and gazes wildly at every
festive celebimtion, while, as the poct sings,

“ The glad chicle ronmd (oo vl thelr ol

To lestive mirth sio] wit thal boows ao gall*

1l she bave longings irepressible and cravings insatiable
to lenidt her hand to any dhoera derma (meritorions work),
ber widowed condition interposes an insurmnountable barsier
to her participation thereln, as il everything would be dese-
crated when touched by her polluted hand.

As u sentient being, endowed with all the Rner suscepti-
‘bilities” of human nature, Is it possible that she should so far
forget hesselfl as nat to feel the bittercst pangs of despon-
dency at her hopelessly forlorn condition? Driven fiom the

"'Emi.i atmosphere of o social circle, she drags & loathsome
existence in this selfish and wansympathetic world, Except
she that gave her birth, who would deign to Jock upen her
with love and affection? Instedd of b&Ing r:g:mis,-.;l,' ns_nhh

ssuredly should be, as the soul of simplicity, a living picture:
of sweet innocence, she #s shunned as one whose very pre-
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sence portands evil. 1T she possess unaffected modesty and’
a keen sense of honor and virtue, who isto recognise and ap-
preciate those amiable qualities ina society ‘which is prepos-
terously estranged from all natural susceptibilities? 1T she
have riches what would that avail her, a poor misguided victim
of superstition 1®* Her charity, instead of heing founded: on
the catholic principles of genuine liberality shewing a dis—
criminate breadth of view, too often exhibits an unhappy
tenacity of adhesion to exclusiveness in the performance
of ‘idolatrous ceremonies.  1f she-is placed above the atmos-
phiere of artificialness, it is her misfortune to be surrounded by
4 concatenation of conventional restrictions which render her
life 4 visible etbodiment of helpless misery and anguish,
and if she ever appeals, she sppeals to the Being who ia the
only friend of the hopeless and the poor, To attempt ta
reconcile 4 widow to ber farlorn lot Is totell a patient burning
with fever not to be thirsty, Her days are dismal, her nights
are dreary,

It was the dread of widowhood, and the unmitigat-
ed life-long miseries imseparable from it, that led ffty
wives at a time to ascond the funeml pyre of 3 Rajpoot
husband, with all the composure of a philosophic mind, It
redounds greatly to the credit of the British Government
that its generous exertions have not only, struck the death-
knell of this inhuman practice, even in the remoLest COMET
of the Empire, but, what is more commendable, endeavoured
“to heal the wounds of & country blesding at every pore
from the fangs of superstition.”

Not content with depriving her of the best enjoyments of
life which society affords, and the taws of God sanction, by con=
demming her to a state of perpetiial widowhood, the greit
lawgivér—the unflinching foe of frealom i females—has.

* The wanihips of Jrgpedhadri (mother of th worblh, b petimeed by =
ﬁﬂ“ﬁhl-pﬁmﬁtﬁﬂiﬁnﬁiﬁnﬂl‘maﬁiﬂhmm Birils
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further enjoined the strict abservance of cortain practices
— that add gall to her alieady overfiowing cup of misery. As
hias besn observed before, she is restricted to one scanty meal
A day, always of the coarsest description, devoid of fsh*

which is generally more esteemed. by an wstre lady than

any cther article of food in her bill of fare:  She must reli-

=~ giously fast on every ebadossee, twice 2 month; and onall sther
popular religions celebrations. She must bare her body of
all sarts of omaments, even the from and the ;m/id bangles,
which once canstituted the sumemm bosnm of ber e, Asan
appropriate substitute for the gold and pear! necklaces, she
i enjoined to wear a Aolsee mals (2 husilwood chaplet), and

= counta fimlier wood bead rall for the final cest of her soul.  She
i prohibited from wearing auy bordered clothes, a thayts being
her proger garment ; she is not permitted to dagb her farehiead
with sidsor, (vermillion). once the pride of her life when her
lord was alive ; she I farbidden to use any bazar-made article
of food, and 1o complete the catalogue of restrictions she
sometimes shaves her heail purposaly that she may hive an
ugly appearunce and thereby more effectually repel the inrpads
of a wicked, sediictive world. '

Ii she have any children 15 furture, the happy circum-
stance u.[l"on!s_-a great relief to her wearisomely monotonous
life.  Day and night she watches the with great care, and
Iooks forward to theit Progressive development with fntense
anxicly, forgetting in the plenitade of hes solicitude her
owil furlarn eondition.. Should there e any mishap in their
case, it camses an irreparable break-down in her spirit, which

~ b for ever " sickliel aver with the paje cast of thought™
* 11 wheald b momicter hore thai_ 52ept the widows of Brahmis il i

ety of | hisie of lewsy ol fu .

Tt Iu-: =t fact that 'Hiﬂh\";mm&: h:-:: Ei::dﬂd' ﬁd:] lw sy
Thete are =me nem; nﬁfﬂ“y poanng the Kovak follomar uf Krialomd ':ﬁ
feel b aliboeronce 1o eat b 20°al by “remson Of T ulbsralye emetl, bet Vhern
u rnmrnf-wﬁmﬂ":”h;.wi ary e et can fove withuit it When
= 1l bocumes ' o et g PESlE vhet casianibiy of bealfed fhes vl

- AT P 6 ﬂumrn{lhi-.mhn,nun.qutdcdfw-

'
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It is a painful fact that riches when not properdy used
have a tendéncy to carrupt the minds of 'human belngs, and
lead them from the path of virtue to that of vice. A wealthy
widow whi his the eommand of a long purse more. readily:
falls a prey to the temptations of the woild than ooe who,
movitig in an humbler sphere of life, has her mind almost
whally engrossed with domestie cares, and the thoughts of
a future state of beatitude, “Verily," as Lord Lytton says
“in the domain of poverty thereis God's word"

Considering the endless round of hardship and self
abnegations: to which she is inevitably doomed by a terribie
stroka of fortune, “which scathes and scorches her soul”
it is cheering to reflect that she 30 oftes shines bnghtest
in adversity. Indeed she may be occaslonally said *to die
ten times a day,” but her incredible powers of patient endur-
ance, coupled with her high sense of female honor, are desers
ving of the highest admiration.



XX,
SICKNESS, DEATH, AND SHRAD, OR FUNERAL
CEREMONY,
SB > 1 have said in the beginning that a Hindoop lives
W religiously and dies religiously, so his last days are
attended with a degree of melancholy interest
which is characteristic of the religion which he profisses,
as well 35 of the race to which he belongs.  When' a Hindoo
becomes seriously ill, the first thing he does is to consult the
Almanac aa to the stellar mansion of the period, and en-
gage the officiating priest to perform a serics of religious
atonements, called sastydna, for the removal of the evil spirit,
and the restoration of health, Momnings and evenings are
dedicated to the service, and the mother or the wife of the
patient, as the case may be, makes a vow to the mixls, pro-
mising to present suitable offerings on his recovery, for which
ptirpose a small sum of money is laid aside as a tangible
proof of sincerity. If the patient should be a useful mem-
ber of the family, enjuying a good income, greater solicitude
it as must naturally be expected, manifested for his aake
than for that of an unproductive member; it heing not
uncemman that & whole family, consisting of eight or ten
persons, male and female, depend fur their sustenanee an the
earnings of a single individual,—the inevitable result of a joint
Hindoo family. [t is customary among the Hindoos, as it is
amotig. other civilized nations, that when a person i ill, his
friends and relatives come to =ee and consale him: The sick
man generally remsins in the inner apartment of the hotise,
where the females—the ministering angels of fife—watch him
and administer to his comfort. When visitors enter the moom,
they go away for a time, but it must be mentioned that they 'I'
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are not wanting in attention, kind-heartedness and careful
nursing.  Days and nights of whtching pass over their lieads
without 8 murmur, prayers are continually offired to the
guardian deity for @ fvoruble tum in the fortune of the fa-
mily, and available supernatural agency is secretly employ-
ed for the attainment, of the end. The following comVErsa-
tion wiil give some idea of the melancholy scengi—

Rémkdnto (a neighbour), enters the room, and gently
accosts Mohun [the son of the patient.)

Rimkdantn, sitting, asks How is your father? 1 see he
is very much pulled down § ihe times are very bad, I'hear of
cickness on all sides. when did he get 117 Have you scof
the almanac? Have you arranged for swstydne (religious
stonement)?  Don't you despair. He will get well through
the blessing of God ; who attends him?

Brojobundhoo (doctor) replies Mohun.

Rimkinto. Yes, he is a good doctor, but you must
have a good Kiokirej also [native physician) who under-
stands the moree (pulse) well | these English doctors do not
much care about the pulse

Mehun-Well,sir, 1 have engaged Gopeebullub(native phy=-
sician) to feel the pulse and watch the progress of the disease,

Rbmicinto—That is good, Gopesbullub is a very clever
physician, though not old, he understands pulsstion and other
symptams throughly,  Wiien does the fever come on? See,
how hie remmine to-day ; should the pulse sink after fever, send
far an English doctor to-morrow, sither Dr. Charles or Dr.
Contes, both are very good doctors.

Mohun—My uncle gave the same advice.

Riinkénto, (taking Mohun aside) Baba, what will | =y ?
To tell you the truth, 1 have no very great hopes of his
recovery, the case is serious, if through the blessing of Go
he gets well, it would be a sccond birth; your [ather has
been @ great friend of mine, you all know very well, he is
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a staunch Flindoo; in these days of depravity, when the
customs of the Miashas (Christians) threaten to obliterate all
trmces of distinction, and merge everything in one homo-
geneous elcment after the English fashion, very few men
are to be found like your father, ready to sacrifice lifs life
for the purity of his religion ; if his end ilo not accord with
his faith, his future state (perebdl)) is jeopardised ; you,
yousg men may laugh at us, old fools, thinking we have no
sense ;o few. pages of English do not make 3 man Jeamed |
English shastry does not make us wise unto salvation ; one's
awn religion {s the best panacea for the: good of his peratdll
or future state.  If you lose your father, you will never get a
father again, he has nourished you with care and affection up
to this day ; as a dutifulson you are bound to serve hitn in this
his last stage ; you must be pregared to take Him to the river
Side when need be, and that is not far distant if: you neglect,
Yuu Cominit o very great sin, quite wnpardongble.  What do
fathers and mothers wish children for » It i only for the goixd
of the paruiiddl, and to take them to Gunga (Ganges) in pro-
per time.  Let your father pass thiree nights an the river side.
1 return. this afternoon ; take eare, wateh him closely anid let
Gopeebullub see him constantly,

Giving these instructions, Rimkinta goss away, After
three or four hours, the feyer retumms, the patient  becom
defirious and talks nonsense, and the wife becoming very
uneasy callsthe son in a very depressed tone, and tells him
to send for the English doctor. The son abeying the order
sends for the English doctor at once,

Alter an hour of w0, in comes Dy, Chatles accotmparnied
hy'ﬂabub Brojobundhoo. Eul:ring_ the yick rnm"s room, Dr;
Charles examines the patient carciully, asks Brojobundhoo
what medicines he has been giving him, (the women all the
Whlle peeping through the window, unable 1o understand
Wwhat the doctors are talking about), and ‘being satisfied on
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this pelit, comes out and tells the son that his father s
dangeronsly - ill, and that his friend's prescriptions are all
right : he; Dr. Charles, could nut i hetter, .

e enters Rimkinto with two ather friends Before
suing inside o thus sp=aks 1o the sod: 1 hear Di. Charles
was here, what did he say 2 How was the fetar to=daw,

Mohun snyivers, Dr. Charles: anid father is very il the
paroxysm today it somewhat more violent than that of
uther davs:

Rimicintie—That's bad’; duy by day the fover eats into the
vitals of his syatem, (Here the native physician comes}).. Well;
Klubiraf Mohashey, please go and see how the patient s doing?
Gopeebullih (native physicion) goes inside; exarmines the sick
man with great care, satisfies the esger enquiries of the women
by sssuring them that there is no fear, and returns outside.

Rimicinto to Gopesbyllub—How did you find him? s
the pulse in its right place? Do you apprehend any immediate.
anger? D, Chatles was hero, you have heard what he has
ald, whitever the yolingsters may say, | have greater ctsfi-
fidence in you than in the Englishdectors; take good care
2] el s the exact time when to mmove the patient to the
rhver dide, thiat is our lagt sncped office; should anything
happen &t home, which God farbid, we dhall never ke nble to
show our Taces throtgh shame:  What with such. 3 liig son.
and so many friends and relations, 1t would be 2 erying
hame (1 the patient die at home>  Destiny will have s
Congrse bt your Jutfiess (kill) will go 2 great Way-

Gapeshullub— Evesything depends on the will of Giod,
what can we mortals-do?  Whatever fitte hus ondained must
COUTIE A0 PASK, We Afe mioe instruments in the hands of God
the patient is gradually sinking, the pulss neither steady nor
in its right place; we must be prepared for the WOrst, i iy
julie iy A sk body 16 un aminous: sign; thore ts:n0 fear to-
might, 1 can guarantee thit,

1318
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Rimkinto—Well, it appears his end Is nigh, b & no
more destined to have rice and water.® Then, pointing to
Mohun, Ramkinto says. to-morrow mornang his Boyetarni
rited must be performed; muke the nesessny preparatinns 4t
ofice, and send & man 1o procunc & oot (charpoy), alsw scé that
nothing may be wanting to hurry him to tlie riverside

Mohun—] must do what you bid me do, hitherto I e
mained belind a mountain, now I dhall be without protection,

Next morning, the rite of Ropetarued being performed, pre-
parations are made to carry the sick man to the river side:

_all the nearest relations and friends assemble, and the patient,
then in the full possession of his senses, is brought outside and
laid on the eldrper ; his forehead i daubed with the mud of the
Ganges, and a foolser plant is placed about his head. He s told
to repeat the name of bis guardian deity, and cne man going
it o him says, let's go to visit the mother Gunga, at which he
‘mnds; this serves as & signal for fifting the ahurpoy, and putting
it on the shoulders of four strong persons of equal sies, The
heart-rending scene that ensucs hereupon smong the females
cannot be adeguately described.  Theidr falling on the ground,
‘their loud snd afllecting cries, the tesring of their dishevelled
locks, ‘the wringing of their breast, the contortions of their
bedies, all produce & mournful scen of anguizh and despais
which my feeble pent can landly Paustray,

The sick man is thus carried, perhaps a distance of
‘4w of three miles, in a state of l‘.‘{llmciuuzllt.\-_s;s cxposed Lo all
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the dangers of tnclement weather, flly aware of his:tppmﬂl.-
g end, the carriers exchanging their shoulders every now and
then, and-shouting out every fve minutes, * Hurry, Hure-
hole, Gunga Nardin, Hratima, Shiva Réma," until they reach
their destination, which, in Calentta, is Nimtollah Ghaut,
on the banks of the Flooghly.® When the chdrpoy on which
the sick manjs bomne 1 plieed on the ground, sune one calli-
out to the patient to see the sacred stream, which he does i
« state of mind tiat can be better imagined thaa deseribed,.
On opening Wis eyes he behalds a durk, gloomy ecene, the
chastliness of which is.enotgh to strike harror into the heart
of the most eallows -and indiffierent. Here & dying man
suffering from the convulsive agony of acute pain, s, perhaps,
ensping for breath, thore:a fellow mprtal i3 taken in a burry
to the véry wlpe aof theholy water to breathie out the last flic-
%er of life ; to deepen the glpom perhaps & Carpse barpe an
2 Ifinduoo hearse is just brought to the Ghaut amidsy the, yocis
ferous eries of “Hurry, Hurrybole" which 4 @ significant
ileath-warrant, '
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Can imagination conceive a more dismal, fhastly scene >
But religion has crownedt the practice with the weight of na-
tional sanction, and thus deadencd the finer sensibilities of
our natore.  Sard as this picture {s, the mast staunel mlvocute
of liberalism can handly expect to, escnpe such n fate. To
A persin accustomed to such -scenes; death, and its’ cons
comitant agony, loses hall its terrare How many Hibdoos
are annually hurrled to their cternal home by renson. of this
superstitious, inhuman practice >  Tnstances: are pot wanting
0 corroborate the truth of this pinful fact, Persong efitritetes)
with the eare and numsing of o dying man at the burming
Ghiut soon get tired of their charge, and rather than adminis-
tet 1o his' comfiirt, are Knawn to resort to urtificinl. means,
Whereby death s actually wccelerated,  They umserispulously
pour the unwholesome, muddy water of the e down his
already ehoked thremt, and in some cases suffocate him to
death, “These are noy the-chullicnt fMashes from the glowing
caldron. of a kindled fmagination,” bt undenfable facts
founded on the reatities of fife.

The process:of Hindoo ieitarial of mmersion i H'ﬂnﬂ'll’r
name for suffocstion.  Life is & tenmcions, especially in what
the Hindoos call afdf pones, ar aged persons, that | | Tave sgen
rame persons brought back home after having undergsme this
‘murderous process nine or ten times in as many days:. The
patient, perhaps an wncared-for widow cast 5dsift fiy the werl
retaining the faculty of conscidusivess unimpatred, is willing
1o die rther than continue s drag on a1 loathsome existence.
bot matdre would not readily vield the vital spark. I apite
of repeated murderous procesies, the apparently dying flicker
of life would not became extinet, In the case of an aged
man the retun home after fumercion is infamously scanda-
lous, but in that of un aged widew the disgrace is more

a1, b thusfmeticallp ¢l I
B, G owd e e o oy e pele T
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poignant thai desth iteell 1 have known Gf an bistace
in which an old widow wWas brought back -after fifiean e
sinstx, but heing overpowered by 3 senss of shame she diown-
of herself in the river after baving lived @ disgraceful life
(e more than a year, As I have dbserved clsawhere, it
expression is miare frequent in the motth of ao aged widow
than the followings * Shall 1 ever dic?* Scarcely any effort has
wyer ezt male tu suppress o even 10 ameliorate such & bars
bnrous practice, simply because religion has consecrated it with
its holy sanction.-

Rut b peturnito the thread of -my qarrative, the sick
man dies after & stay of four days at the Ghaut, suffering
perhagps the: most excruciating pangs and agony generally
attendant on & deathbed.  The natmes of Mhis gods are
repeatedly whispered in his ears and the comslations of
religion are offéred him with &n unsparing hand, in urder (0
mitigate his sufferings and if possibie to brighten his ass
hours. The corpse is removed from the resting place to the
burning Ghayt, 3 distance of 2 feww hundred yasds, sid pres
parations for a faneral pile are speedily e, The bady:
s then covered with & piece of new clath and 1aid upon.the
pyre, the upper and lower part of which is composed of
fivewors], Tagaots, and a little sandatwood and ghee to neutra-
the  offeete of efffuvia, The Marpoyupora Brahmin® (@0

auteast) reads the formula; and the sott B the nearest of

ki sots fire ta the pile; the body: i consutyed to palies, but
she navel yemaining unbomnt i taken out and thrown jmites the
river, Thus ends the ceremony of ‘cremation : the san
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putting a few jars of holy witer on the pile, bathes i the
stream, and returns home with hiv fdends, changing hin old
garment for new white clothes, called wftnry, on one el
of which is fastened an iron key ta leeep off evil! spirits. It
Woworthy of remark here, that providence is $4) propition
10 44 [n every respect that fnea fiw hiowss this gon  Lesomes
recanciled to his ushupplly altered ciretmstances cansed
by the loss of his futher ) nstoad of bermouining s liass Tn
A despandent frame of mimd, he i wnen mvakencd 10 a sense
of his new responalbility,

On réaching the mate of the house, ull peesony toieh
fire, and putting meem leaves ami a fuw graing of batie (2 kind
ol pulse) inta the mouth, ery out us before ™ Hurrybole,
Hurrybole” and enter the house. The lamentation . of the
females inside the house, which was angiprossed o a while
through sheer exhanstion, i instantly renewed: ut the sound
of * Huerybole,” a5 if fresh fuel were mdded o the faimne angd
overy voice is drownad i the meerwhelming sarge of | griel.
Their melancholy strain, their pointed, pathetic allusion to
the beccavement, the cadence of their plaintive voices, the
ukker. dejection of theiv - spicly, their lond, dolefal  cries
reverbersting from one wide of the house to! the other,
the beating of their bressts. and the tearing of their hair,
are. too affecting not to make the most olxlurate shed tears
of | sorron,

The son, from the hour of His futher's death to ‘the cop-
clupion of the funerl ceremony, is religiously forbidden o
Ahave, wear shoes, shirts, or any garment other than the plece
af white cloth, his food being canfined to a single meal
consistisg only of wiab rice, Bhasry dhalt (a surt of Inferior
pulse) milk, ghee, sugar and a fow fryigs, which must be
wooleed wither by his mather or i wifie ;- at night he takes &
livthe mille, suigmr and frisits.  This course of reginge [asts
ten dayw in the e of a Brahmin, and thirtyame duys in
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that of a Suednt® Here the advantages of the privileged
cluss amré twafold; (1), he has to observe the wigid discipline
for ten duys onlyj (2), he s ample excuse {of small ex-
penditire at the funeral cerciony on the score of the short-
ness of time. This austere mode of living for a month
in the case of a Aapad, by [ar the:ymost arbstocratic
and influentinl portion of the Hindoo population,  servs
asa tribute of respect and granitude to thee emory of &
departed father. As the country i now in @ tEAnsition
state, & young educated Hindoo does not strictly abide by
the above tule, bit breaks it privately in his mode of
living, of which the inmates of the family only are coguis
want.  He repudiates publicly what he does privately. Thus
the outer ma and the inner man arc 1ol exnctly tne and
the same being, he dares nol avow withour what. he docs
within, in short, he plays the hyvpoerite.  But an orthodox
Hindoo observes the rule o all its integrity, he is morm
conuistent-if not more Tational, be dves not play & double
same, but cofforms to the rules of his cresd with scrupulons
cxactnoss,

Fifteun or sixteen days fter the demise of his- father,
the son, if young, is assisted by his friends in dmwing an &
timate of the probuble cost of the approaching Shrddd or funer-
al coremony,  Tn the generality of eass, ot estimate (s made
ot according to the lenyth of the pune of the party ;- afew
exceed i ander a wrang impréssion that adetit is warranted
by the special gravity of the o=cusion, which iwone of grei
merit fn pog ilar putimntion, + ‘
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The Sobha Bazar Rajul family, the Dey family aof Simls,
the Mullick and Tagoee fimilies of Patoorfaghittd. all of
Calcutta, were said to have spent upwards of £z20000 6
two lacks of Rupces cach on a funcral cersinony. They
not only gave rich presents to almost all the learned Brahmine
of Hengal, in money-and kind; fod vast crowds of men of all
clussey, but fkewise disteibuted immense stimng amatyy beg-
garaand poor people,* who for the sake of one Rupee, watked
i distance of perhaps thirty miles, bringing with them their
little children in order to increass their pumerical strength.
Some really destitute women, far advanced in o state of fprey-
nancy, were known to have been delivered fn the midst of
this densely crowded multitude. Although, now-n-days, the:
anthorities do not sanction such a- tumultuous gathiering, or
talorate: such a tuisance ofrentimes attended with fatal ac-
cidents, no Shned of any note atall takes place without the
assemblage of a certain number of beggurs and paupers, who
receive from two to four aniims each,

Afier the wwentieth day, the son, accompanied by @
Brahmin and a seevant who carries o small carpet for the
Baboo to sit an, walks Barsfooted 1o the house of each and
every onie of his relations, fricnds and neighbours; to announce
that the Shrad is to take place on auch a day, 7. £, on the
= ko e et il e s ek A S
mnt st L b ststal i tho boly Shastem that the fa"mmhmlm R

eves) himal{ pnn_ﬁi:d {r:? ‘;ﬂ“"“ mﬂ minariing b bl smelean mm
M'm':ﬁhdﬂh-, ﬂn’l!':tmnt ‘:ﬁ Ma:m?:mhmlﬁ"ihl L
['np mem wnnld b bl smictifiod oo alselved froe (1 uﬁﬁh

ls
a; T zﬂﬂm“lﬁmf.-w uf&m.‘ wal) iy A o an
l’l:km-t. sl Eetiing ity voie Fenkmip, il Which W ld st o revlzees i

Limge
b Ua Shiedil of Raje Yulikisen, Sy s Muliek and Romodonts!
Dy, by t=ai pumoos Lozgon were seiil to lu--;-.n-lx':lu'::.l.' v this
f e (R oueiritte s g e o, v s bt Jistriet CHasiiabls
i b C E 1
Ml bave 3 prefomnce in :ugm_m"wa =iki et

wpies by aound of et 2ol sludnge o spletmenal fame fuey
iy, 18 b for e by i
hnﬁ:;, B i = remamnl proyiden. sheikl be mile by ihe



SICKNESS, DEATH AND SHRA . 257

hirty-first day afler death, sod to requelt that they should
honour him with their presence atidl sce that the ceremnny’ it
properly performed, adding anch other complitmentary cpithers
as the cocsing sugmests.  Thia ceremonions visit is called
Losobatn, and those whe ire visited returts the compliment iy
time. The practice is.descrving of commmendation, inasoueh
as it munifests a grateful remembrance. for the memury of
otie to whom he is indebted for his being.

Precisely on the thirticth day, the son and ather near
relatives shave, gt their nally, and put o0 new clothes agalit,
giving the old clothes to the barber. Mantime invitationa
are sont paund to the Dahming as well as the Spodms,
requesting the favor of their presence at the Sabled or assmbly
on the morning of the Shrdd, and a1 the feast an the follwing
diy or days.  On the thirty-first day, early in the maming
the son, sccompanied by the afficiating peiest, goes to the
river side;, bathes and performs cortain peelimipary dites.
Here the spendlafs aud tastirams  (religions memidicants);
who watch these things just as closely as a vulture watches
a carcase, give hitn a gentle hint about their rights il
follow Hitn to the house, waiting outside for their shure
of the articles ofercd to the manes of the decensed: These
fmen were 8o troublesome or boisterots in formes days, when
the Police were not half so vigilant as they now are, that for
two duys successively they would continue to shout and vous
and procinim to the passers by that the deceassd would niver
be able to go into Baplewte or parsdise, und that his senil.
would burn in hell fire intil their demands were satisfiods
Partly from shame, but more from a desire Woaveil sueh
a hoikterous, linseeinly seene, the son i forced 1o sucomls
and satisfic them in the best wiy he ¢an,

As the style of living among the Hindoes ins ol lute
become rither expensive, and the potent influence of vanity
—purely the result of an. artificial state ol sodioty—exens

iU
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its pressure even on this mournfill occasion, the son, if he
bewell to do in the world, spends from five to six thoussnd
Rupess on a Shrad; the vicher, more.  He has to provide for
the apparently solemn purpose the fullowing. silver utensiis,
vis s —(rhara, Ghara, Thalla, Batta, Battes, Karkad, glass,
besitdes couch, bedding; shawls, broadeloth, o large ot of brass
utensils and hard silver in cush, all which go to pay the
Brahmins and Pundits, who had been invited, The waning
nzcenddency. of this privileged elass iy steikingly manilest on
an oceasion of this nature, For one of twi rupees they will
clatnouir and scramble, and unblushingly indulge o all munner
off Tulsome adulution of the party that invited them. *
The Pundits of the country, however learmned they may
be it classical lore and logical acumen, are very much
wanting in. the rules of polished life, The manner i
which they display thelr profound tearning is alile puerile
and ludicrows:  Hlistory doss not furnish us with . sufficient
data regarding thelr conduct in ancient days A far o
r=earch ot investigation has clucidited the point, it is eason-
able to conclude that the sacendency of the Bralmins: was.
built an' the igndrance of the pesple, and there §3 4 very
strang probability that there was o secrot coalition betwesn
the pricsts and the rulers for the purpose of Keeping the:
great mass of the nation i 4 state of perpetual darknoss
sl subjection, the tatter being oftentimes content with
the barter of “salig pudding agminst empty prajsc” But
the progros of enlightenment i so jrresistiblo that the
strongest bulwark of woret compact for the conservation. of
unnatural Brahminical suthority is 1isbls, asis should be, to
crumbie ito:dust. - Tt would be 5 grat Injustioe to deny thist
ainong these Bratming thore were some justly distinguished
for their profound emdition und auintly Jives ; they displayed
e aten af — :

it el Jvgty, S8ed, wuhilsiiog the sslence of high cmie
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a piety, a zeal, A eonstant mdﬁﬁﬁmﬂtﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ'tﬂfw'
faith, which contrast strangely enough with the profligacy.
and warldlifess of the present ecclesinstics, '

The Pundits of the present day, when they assettible
at & Shrf—and that s eonsitdered A fit arend for discus-
sion—are generally secn to engage in a controversy, the:
bone ©f contention being a debatable paint in grammar,
logic, netaphysics or. thealogy: They love to indulge in
sertimantal transcendentalism, s i utterly unoonscious of
thie mattor-offact tendency of the age we live in. A Strong
(lisive of: displaylng their docp learning aml Kigh classic
cal nequiremants. in Sanskrit, not sometimes unmixed with
2 contemptible degre of affectating, jnacnsibly leads them
to violite thi fandamental laws. of desomum. Wlen two
or more Pandits wrangle, the warmth of debate: gradually
diws them nearer and. closer to each abber, witil from sober,
solid srgumentatitn, they descend so the anskmeatan g g
rantiam, i not, to the arguainlsy wulbeenlun,.  Theirtakings
pinch of snuff, the quick moving ‘of their hands, the aimost
involuntary unrobing of ther garment which cmsists of
a single dhoaly and dudia often put round the neck, the
vehamerit torie in which they comduct 3 discnusion, the utter
want of attention to eachi other's arguments, and their con-
stant divergence: from the main polat whesce thoy startesd,
thronw & serjo-comic air over the scene which a Dave Carson
only could fmitate.  They 'do not know what  cafidbie
fs, they are immovable in theis own opinion, and scarcely
anything could conguet their dogped persistence in their
own argument, howeves fallacious it may be, They are s
pridigal in the quotation of specious texts in suppore of
theit own particular thests as they are obstinately disaf to
the sound logical view of wi opponents ‘Brahminical lesming
is certainly uttered in “freat swarths® whiich, fike polished.
pebbles, m_ﬁmﬂmﬁminahn‘ﬁiﬁdhm The way in
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whiclt the disputants give favetir to their arguthents & fquite
a study in the art of dropping meanings.  The destruction of
the old Tiusks, and e tranaparent sophistrics, of the dlsputa-
tious Beahiming is otie of the great marvels achieved by the
rapid diffusion of Westem knowlédge,

When enguges] in st animated discussfon, these Pundits
will nat desist or halt until they are separated by their
other learned fiicnds of the fatulty, Some of them are
very leamed in the Shastra, especially i Smritten, ot which
& dispute often hangs, but they have very little Pﬂfﬁﬂﬁm
to the calm and  dispussionate  discussion of a subject.
Copuency of argument is almost invariably lost in the vehe-
mence of declamation and in the utterance of unmeaning
pitter. Their arguments are not like Lord Beaconshicld's
specches—i lintle labored and lubyrinthine at first, but soon
working themuetves clear and becoming wmusing and sugaciows,
Let it not be willerstood from this that the language
(Sansierit) i which they speak is destiute of soumd logle,
an Mr. Jumes Mill would have his readers believe itis certainty
deficient In - acience and the correct principles of maturs!
philsuplyy o developed by modern discoveries, but the
elegance of its diction, the beautiful poetical imagery in
arhich it abounds, the sotind moral doctrines which it in-
l._’ll_’_lﬂtﬂ-, the force of arpument by which it s ﬂ_hﬁl_lgllhh‘lﬂdr
wnel the eleyated ideas yhich its original system of theslogy
unlolds, afllord no iw0d reasan why it should not be stampett
Whth the digmity and importance of a elissical langunge; and
why “the deep students of it shauld 1ot enjoy same of the
honary and eitimation conferred by. the world on those
Who Bave established o name for an erisdite scqualntance:
with th_ill aad Greek” Il the respiective merits of all the
whessical languages are bropedy: estimated, it s not oo much
10 say that the Sanudait language will in no way suffer
Yy the cumparison, though s histuey abundanitly tetines it
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labored umder il the advers: d_f:unnﬂ;nﬂm.uf mighty prli-
tical changes and convilsions, 1o fess than the intolerant
bigotry of mamy of ‘the Maslem conguerars, whose imsparing
devastations have destroyed some 6 the best specimens
of Sankrit cotposition. = When pur prifices weee fn'cxile,”
says n celebrated Hindoo writer, =driven from hold o hald
and compelied 1 dwell in the clefts of the mountaing often
doubitful whether tiey would not be farced 1o abandon the
very meal preparing for them, 'Was that a time to think of
Mistoricnl recorids™ mnd we shonld say, of literary excollemes?
The deep and laborious rescarches- of Sir William Jones:
Colebrooke, Macrmalten, Wilson, Wilkins, and a host of uther
distinguished German and French savants, have, in- s great
reasire, browght to light the hidden treasares of the San-
skerit language.

From eight o'clock in the morning: 1o 2 g'elock in' the
eventing, the hows of o Sind ia cramimed (46 sy ffocation.
A spacious awning covers the open spuce of the courtymnd,
prevedting the free access of wir; carpets and satlerangees.
are spread on the geonnd for the Kapasias and other cistes
to sit on, while the Brahmins and Pundits by way of prece-
dence take thelr seats: on the raised Tiraenirsdallan; ot place
of worship.  The cunch-cot with bedding, and the it cos—
sisting of silver and brass Wtendile enumerated before, with
4 silver slver flled with Rupees, nrearmngzd in astraight line
oppesite the stdience, leaving a little open space for Ettaaees;
or bands of songsters oF sangstresuss and, musioians, which
fotm the foeessary necompamment of & Shraed for the purposs
of imparting solemity bo the scene. Three or four dooe
keepers guand the entmtcs, 33 that no fntroders: may enter
and create o disturbance:  The guests begin tix come in ot
cight, and are coittenusly isked to take their appropriate
seats (Deahming amoug Brahmitis, mnd Kayastes among,
Kayuatasy the servants in wistting sarve thetts witls Jekk and
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tobacco,* those given to the Brahmins having a thyead ok string
faktencd at the top for the sle of distinotion:  The Kuyastus
and other guesis are seen constantly going in and coming out,
hut the generality of the Brahmins stick to their places wntii
the fincral ceremony s completed.  The current topics: of
the day form the subjoct of converdation while the Baabet
guesround the assembly with great precision and punsty-
ality, The female relatives are brought in covered palias,
s has been deseribed before, by a scparate entrapes, shut
out from the gaze of the males.  But as this is 8 mouming
seene their naturally convivial spitit gives way to condalence
and sympathy, Excessive grief does not allow the mother
or the wife of the doceased to take an active part in the
melancholy  proceedings of the duy; they penerally. stay
alolf in a-separate toom, and arc perhaps heind to moarn
e ory. The vy sight of the mourning offerings, instead of
affording any consaluticlh. almest invaluntasily enkindles the
flame of sorrow, and pifiduces a tminof thoughts in keeping
with the commemoration of the sul event Sisters of #

congenial spirit try to soothe them by precepts and examples;
but thelr admanition and condalence: prove in the mald
wnavailing. The appearance of a new face reyives the sad
emotions of the heart, Nothing can dispel from the mindé of @
discomuolute mather or wifie the gloomy thoughts of her
bereavement, and the still mare plamy jiles of & perpetual
widowhood.  The clang of Lhely and Adararad (omsical in-
strinnetits), which is Gtted, as it were, from its very dissonance,

* The Hiodoo ll‘t = mneh a=cmteed b sl ihat Il las sl
2 peeatry of AL a voompehen 11 b the' B “""ﬁ. mquived. TR
b feef ll:r ol of wtfigubtte, wethat s other In ot pere
Vo susks in i prmence of his eliles tevtliar rf o ookt Eves
bo exbonined =vm twn fumthors et g deink togerher at ihe
_mﬂﬂ:-t_in Hurrpoun seyle, Wk swhum hn ilimuis b over the
watd oo oo - lﬂ‘h.m., he

i Aeyiddnd, iy
The dhecrrunee of s Wiietic, howees ”‘“‘“‘::ﬁ‘f.‘h".:“;‘,“;‘
".mgum iy g mn befiiv & dather withs
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1o drive away. the ghost and kill the living, falls.doubly grating,
on: her ears, while the fond endeapments of jmﬁ,.themuthtr
of Krishna, reliesrsed by the songsters in the puikr court-yand,
it agiyravate her grh:_'l-th_u more.  Weak and renderhearted
by nature, she gradually sinks under the overwhelming load
of despondency, and raising hiex hand to her forehesd mourt=
filly exelaims, *has Fate reservei pll this for med” o such
cascs, there is appropriateness in silence.

About ten o'clock the son hegins 1o perform the rite of
the funeral obsequies; taking previonsly the permission of the
Brahmins and theassembled gueststo do 5o, The officiating
pricst rends: the formulas; he repeating them.. It must be
noticed hio that tenacious s the Hindoas arc in respect
ol the distinetion of caste, they dob not scruple to invite lowee
ovilors on such an occasion, but they would not mix with
them st the time of eating The Dullopurty or head of
the party, makes his appearance about this time; when he
enters the house, il other guests then present, except the
Bralmins, as a token of respect for his position, rise o
their legs; wnd do not TESIME their seats until he-sits down,.
For this distinction or -honour & Pullapatty has to spend an.
immense sam of money, to which allusion has already been
made. His appearance seryes 4 a sigmal for the performance
of the rite, called mala chanidas, oF the distribution of guriands.
and sandal paste among the assembled multitude.. As &
riatter of eourse, the Brahmins by way of pm-mninmm:n;niu.
tho first garkind, and after them the Dullypatty vhtains the.
same honour, and then the Koolins® and other guests

* The folliu mﬂmﬂ‘:mﬁl’qnnw'_ booor. hewn 1o Frd
clres Roaling, will; Rll:nd.,nmhicmilllm'lm
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acconding forank.  Where there is no Dullopazty, the garland
i put raund the neck of A boy, st which no one can take any
rffence, and afterwards they are distributed indiscriminately-

Meantime the son & mgaged In the petformance of
the ceremony, while the bands of sonstes el with oo
annthicr for the privilege of entestaming, the audieace with
their gongs, which  rendérs  confuson  worse confoumdel
Fenmle songstuss ol quistionable virtue ane now more
favor than their male rivals, which is an unerring proof of
the degeneracy of the age. Only one band i formally
engaged, but lh’-'rty bands may come of their own ascord,
gwite uninvited.  The dissppointed ones generally get fiom
two to fonr Rupees each, but the party retulned pets mvch
ot the rich guests coming in making them presents, besides
what they obtain from the funily retuining them,.

About gne in the aftermool, ﬂmmiﬁbmgiﬂl
to aclose, and the ussembled multitudes begin o disperse.
Those who have 1 attend their offices eetutn eardiir, bt
ot without oifering the compliments suited to the gravity
of the occasion. Some of the Bralingins remain behind to
receive their customary Fidlay or gife, Acconding to their
reputatian for learning they obtain their rewards:  The first
I the fist gets, in ondinary cases alwyyt | fjve R_'.-"P"'_'-"‘ o

weenalin for W P Tormboniio, gsceluidvi of Tas sy, Caubinirs
uhu-l lvesildbaste, ﬁf— p Ay tl.l:}lFll-:::rmm Eﬂ::ﬂ i yam jr =t
i vt = garianmde :ﬂrl -m:dil I‘ﬁ‘.hﬂm

w| vha whide oF the apleniiil bmmnliivg= t.mhhl:-

orxidty =s tuwhis shovk] get e 729 sarbemt

“%?rrmluﬂ e |§fnn?§h$:ﬁh’ llﬁa;lll'# L g

1 rwhtﬁnl5lnp i whichi sl oelery wf Koaltne bt l:-
- ¥ Tihd

: R TTI m;ﬂ -';ﬂ:llﬂwml ’bz m hlt iI

'lm iy = "J""—“I*”llhlhjlum =
lh lﬂ
MM I'.lﬂ"l-ﬂﬂ-l ] fmgmnpg,m|=";1£'i:.h" 'I“I'ﬂli'l... dﬁgﬂp

ol all, ﬂnhlmb-:i‘ Bl to e ol premmil 1 he nnﬁ; ""““Im't

!nmtmlu. :u-l.-,nf-:m-nl =M ks
ﬂ:]i-chu ’l'ahmu[ nlfl-mu;: m Mﬂﬁ%
iy into disregi,



SICKNESS, DEATH AND SHRAB. » 355

cash, and one brass pot valued, at four or five Rupees. the
second and third in proportion, and the rest, say, from one
to two Rupees each, in addition to a brass utensil. The
silver wtensils of which the soresker nre made are afterwands
cut and allotted to the Brabmins accarding 'to their worth
or status in the republic of letters, The Gooroe or spiritual
guide, and the Parrlisl or officinting priest, being the most-
interested parties, generally carry off the lion's share. So
gréat is their cupidity that the one disputes the right of the
other a8 to the amount of reward they are respectively
entitled to. As a matter of eourse; the Goorw, from His
splritual ascendency, manages 1o curry off the highest prize.
The distribution of rewanls among the frahming and Pun-
dits of different degrees of scholirly attainments; is a rathe
thankless task. In common with other human belugs they
are seldom satfeficd) especially when the question i3 one af
Rupces. Each sets.a higher saliie on his own descent and
leaminig, indervaluing the worth of his compeers “The volee of
the President, who has many a knotty -question to salv,
decides their fate, but it is seldom that # elissification of this
natiire vesults §n producing general satisfaction. As these
Pundits, or rather professors, @lled Adhaypucks, do not cat in
the house of Seodras, in addition to their rewnnl in-maney and
kind, they, éach of them, roceive o small quantity of sweet-
meats wnd sugar, say about two poands in all iu Tew of A
wiuy julbaw or fried and prepured foodd. Om 3 Shrad duy
i the afternoon one ¢an see numbers of such Brahmins walk
throngh the native part of the city, with = carthen plate
of swestmeats in onc hand and a bras pot in the other,
the [fruits of their day's labor Such gains being quite
precarious, and the prospect leoming hefore them guite dis
enuraging, the annual sum total they derive from thiz source’
is quite inadequate to theie support, and thnt of the clothna-
pattee v sehool they keep, Hlehce muny such institutions
kR
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for the cultivation of Sanskrit have been abandoned for want
of sufficient encouragement, and as & necessary cansequence
Hie sons and grandsons of these Hraluning have taken to
scenlar occupations, quite incompatible with the spirit of
the Shastra. Inthe uleyon diys of Hifdoo soversignty,
when Brahminical learning was in the ascendant and rich
religious endowments were freely: made for the sapport of
the hierarchy,® as well from the influence of vanity as from
the compunctions of a death-bed repentance, sueh choflons-
pfittees annmally sent forth many a brilliant scliolar,—the
pride of his professor and the ornarment of his eountry. But
the alvancement of English education—=the only passpurt
to henor and emoluments—has necessarily ladd, as-it were,
an embargo an the extensive cultire of Brahmittieal erudition.
The University curriculum, however, under the present Governi-
ment, embraces a system well calculated lo remove the
reproach.

The day following the funeral ceremony is spent in
EIving an entertainment to the Brahmins, without which o
Hindoo cxnnot regain his former purity,  About twelve, they
Legin to nssemble, and when the number reaches two or three
hundred, Kppsesan or prass seats in long straight rows ane
arranged for them In the spacious court-yard, and as Hindoos
use nothing but green plantain {eaves for plates on such
grand. ovcasions, cach guest i provided with a cut piece
an which are placed the fruits of the  season, phec-fried
linclees: and bvecliooriis, and several sorts of sweetments in
carthett plates for which there are yio, Engliih names. I
spite of the utmost vigilancs of door-keepers and others, in-
truders: in rather decent dress euter the premisés and sit
down 1o eat with the respectable Brahming, but should such

* Mfrnoy commmands, ** Sheialil by ki b ) -
Tfmiﬂmh-’m te mav bestow om ﬂuiﬂfnt;ﬂﬁil lIIlsn.. ez e thrnqhmt"‘mii ﬂﬁvt:
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a chamcter be found out, steps are instantly taken to oust
Wi On a grand pecasion, some <uch unpleasant cases are
siire 16 oecut,. There are loafers among Hindoos as there sre
among Emropeans. These men, whom misfortune ot crime
has reiluced to the last state of poverty, are prepared to put
up with any aingunt of insult so longas they haye their fill
When . Hindoo makes a calculation about the expenses
of an entértainment at 8 Skrad or masgiage (both gramd
occnsions), he is constrained to double or treble his guantum
of supply that he may be enabled to meet such & contingeney
without -any  inconvenience. The practice veferred 1o i &
most disrepurable one, and beseems a people not far ahove
the level of a Nomad tribe. Even some of the Brhinins®
whio are invited do not-scruple 1o take a particn Theme, regavd:
less of the contaminated tonch of a person of the lowest
order, simply because the temptation is too strong to be
resisted, Refore departure. wach and wyery one of the:
Brahmins obtains one or two Dinas &5 dublinaf, A concessiun
which s not accorded to, any ather caste.

The next day, & similar cntertainment fs griven to the
Kiyastas and other clases, which is accompiied by the
same  nolse, confusion and tmmult tho characterised  the
entertainment given on the previoits disy. The geiber and
quict emioyments of life whidh: have o teadoiicy! 10 EpiiVEN
the mind ean. seldom bé expected i a Hindoo honse 6f
Shrad, whege. all B8 gulemal, confusion 3ud disorder.  When
& dinner 15 announced, 4 regular seramble takes plm._;hg:
rude and the uinvited: occupy. the fizat seats to the exshusio
of the gentesl mnd respectable, and when the eatables are

. .Tuim:& diilir aigd 3void soch: ey s, w weralithy B hoo—
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heginning to be served, the indicent eries of “bring foviar, bring
dagFowrese, Weing tarkars” -and 50 on, are heand every now and
again, much to the disturbanee of the polite and the discreet,

The day. following is called the seenmbbange, or the day
éi wliich the som 15 allowed to break the rules of mouming
afier ooe month, In the morning the band of songsters
previously remined come s treat the family ta songs of
Krishna, taking eare to seléct pidees which are most pathetic
and heart-rending, befitting  the mournful cecasion of @
very heavy domestic bereavement.  The singing comtinues
till twelve or one o'clodk, and some people seem to be so0

deeply affocted that they actually shed tears, and forget for

& while thuir worldly cares and anxicties. When the songs.
are finished, the son and his nearest relatives, rubbing their
bodics with ofl and tunmeric, remove the drisadd? on theic
ahouliders from the house to a pluace near it. A holeis made,
sl he Srinebar (a painted log of wood about six fect high)
with an ox oo the top, &c., is put into it} after this they
all bathe and return home.  The songsters .are dismissed
with presents of money, clothes and food,

T'he son then sits down to & dinner with his nearest
blod relation, snd this is the firee day that he leaves his:
Kabishes dier after 2 month's mourning, and takes (o the use
of fish and othér Hindoo dishes. He is also allowed to
change his mourning dress and put on shoes, after having
made a present 6F 4 pair to a Rrahmin ; he, morcover, sleeps
with his wile from this day as before, m fact he reverts to ' his:
former-mode of living in every respect.
 As the entertainment this time consists of sz, miude
up of rice and curries, and not fajpan, made up of beckees and.
syeetments, comparatively o smaller number of ruests assem-
ble on the occasion® and thot of leafers and intmders ex-

Sogherw by & el dlfmrress betwre o wien and 4 seltde dimen, I the
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hibits & very diminished proportion. [Fyen on anch occi-
sions, one can always tell from o distance that there isa
feast At anch a house from the poise it is invariably uttonded
withs:

Having described above the detaits connected with' the
funeral ceremony, T will now endexvour to give an account
of one or two of the most celebrated Shnnds that took place
in Bengal after the tsttle of Plissey, premising that every
thing whiih hulll be said on the subject is derived chicfly
from hoarsay, as no muthentic historical reconds have come.
down tous. The fist and most celibirated Shrad was that
perfurmied by Dewan Guiga Gobind Set, oo the occasion
of s mother's death. It was performed ofi 50 larze a scale
that! Hie catsed reservoirs to be made which were filled with
ghee and oll, immense heaps of rice, four and whatl were
piled on the ground. Seperal large Tooms were quite filled
with sweetmeats of all sorts. Memtains-of carthen pots and
firewood wene stucked on the Maidun.  Hundreds of Brabmin
cooks and confectioners were constantly at work to provide
yictunis for the enormois cancourse of people. Silver and bfuss.
sitenails of all kinds were arranged in pyramide  Hondreds
of couches with bedding were placed before the  Sebda,
(assenbily). Elephants richly capatisoned with silver trappings
formed presents to Brahmins. Tens of thousands of silver caing
bearing the stamp of Skalk il were placed on massive silver
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plates. And tocrown the whole, thousands of learned Pundits
from all parts of the country congregated together to impart
a religions solemnity ta the spectacle,  All these propara-
tions lent o geandeur to the soene, which was In the highest
degree imposing.  Countless myriads of beggars from the
most distant parts. of the Provimce assembiled together, amd
they were not only Ted for wegks at the expense of the
Dewan, bur were dismissed with presents of money, clothes
and food, with the most enthusinstic hosannas on their lips.
For more thon two months the distefbution of ailins and
presents lasted, and what was the mest prifseworthy featire
in sheaffair was the Job-like paticnce of the Dewan, whose
chitrity flowed like the rushing flood-tide of the holy Ganges
anthe banks of which he presented offerings to the manes of
his ancestors.  Some of the Adfapucts or Professors  obtained
as much as one thousand Rupees éach in cash and gold and
silver mrticles, or mther frrgments of the same, to & consider-
gble value. Besides these maguificent honoratiums  the
whole of thelr travelling and lodging expenses were defrayed
by the Dewan, who was reputed to be =0 rich thar like
Crossps of 0ld he did not kunote how much . he wits wortd) ;
hesee there is still o current saying ameongst the Bengmlees,
which runs thus: “If ever money were wanted, Gowri Set
will pay” Gourd Sct was the son of Gungn Gohind Set.

expensey of the Shnad have been varjously estimated
at betwean ten and twelve lacks of Rupees. The remilt of
this truly extravagant expenditure was widespread fame,
and the name of the donot i still cherished with gratefil
remembrance.  But as &ll human greatness fs evancceont, the
fatpe of the family for charity once unparalleled in the annals
of Bengsl has long since dwindled into insignificance.

The next Shrad of importanes was that of Malrsajaly
Nabkissen Bahadoor of Shobhabazar, Caleutt  His son Raja

Rajlisseti performed the Shrad, which, to this ey, wtmisds
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wirivalied in this city,  Foursets of gold and sixty-four sets
of silver ntensils diescribed before, amouitting i value to
fizar a Inkh of Rupees, wore given on the vccasion. Such
paraphemalia go by the name of dassagor or *gilt like the
sea®  Tesides these presents in money to Rrahmins upivards
af two lakhs of Rupees were given to the poot.

If these immense sums of money lind been invested for
the permanent sappoTt of # Charitable Tnstitution, it would
have done incileulable good to society.  But then there was no
regularly organised system of Public Charity, ner had the
people any ilea of it. Such immense sums were spert instly
fur religious purposes according to the prevailing notions of
the age Tanks, resetvoirs, fiights of steps bn the banks of
the river,* fine rows of trees, every thiee miles stone build-
ings or chioultries for travellers, affording a grateful shelter
throughout the country, were among the works of public
utility constructed by the charitably disposed.

« 35 Uiz amiveil city of Bepares vt - of pitryey bve born gunk i Tmdid-
iy Chante wiily magnificenl fighin of sejn siretching frimm (he [ T T
mtu{;nrr the water it ¢hbetide afbnling great convetiisee 1o the
Tt Par pelighoun amil (omestic jmrposes, beat the strobyg eersul of (e strexm
in i) months - of Nty Sepiumbies aml Cetobet, her playod. & (e
with e waioncy. worss  Scatecty & ahjtle Gt exdits in a complite wate ol
prresrvatian
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SUTTEE, OR THE IMMOLATION OF HINDOO
WILOWS,

_—T-\ IFTY years ago, when the British Government was-
S endeavouring to consalidate its power in the East,

nid when the religious prejudices of the Natives
were alike tolerated and respected, there argse & great man in
Benpal who was destined by Providence to work a mighty
geviolution (o their sodal, moral and intellectunl condition.
That great man was Rammohun Roy, the pioneer of Hingdoo
enlightenment. Having early enriched his mind with Ero-
pean and Eastern erudition, he soon rose, by his: energy, to @
degree of eminence and usafulness which afterwards marked
his career as:a distinguished reformer and a benovolent phil-

anthropist, He was emphatically an cusis in this sterile
lind—a solitary example of & highly cultivated mind amotig
many thillions of men grovelling in ignorance. To his inde-
Mmium we are indebted for the abolition of the
inhuman practice of Suttee, the very name of which evokes
a natural shrinking from the diabolical deed, which appallingly

and sudilenly expunged & tender life from the earth, and severed
the dearcst tie of humanity, It was the severest reflection
on the satanic chxracter of a religion that Tgnores the first

principle of divine law. Women are of an impressionahle
matire, their enthusiosm is easily fanned into intensity, and

supirstition and priesteraft tbok ndvantage al it

Not content with wending a sick man to the riverside to

be suffocuted and bormt. to ashes, a narcow-minded hierarchy:

lent fts sanction ta the destriction of 4 living creature, by
Blrning the Hindoo widsw with the dead body of tier hios-

band, the fire being kindled perhaps by the land of one
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whom she had wurtured and suckled in infancy: It is mwhl
to contemplate how the finest serisibilities of our hiature Are
sometimes blinted by 2 false faith.

My apalogy for dwelling on this painful subject now that
the primary cause of complaint his fung sinece bieen removod
by a wise Legislature, s no othier than that T had beea an
eye-withess of a melancholy seens of this nature, the; dreat-
ful strocity of which it is impossible evei at this distatice of
time to call to mind without Torroe-and dismay.  As the tale
1 am 'going to relate is faunded n real Tife its vruthfulness
can be tharoughly relied upon.

When | was & little boy reading in = Patedhf at home,
miy dttention was poe moming rousedl by hearing from Yy
imothes that my aunt was = going i Suttee” The word was
ten scarcely intelligible tome. T pondered and thotyght uver
atig] ujer again in My mind what could the word - Suttee’
mean, Being unable to solve the problem, I asked my
mothor for an explanatian ; she, with tears in her eyes; told
e thit my aunt (living in the pext hionse) Mwas going toeat
fire® [Instantly 1 felt a strong curiosity to se¢ the thing
with my own eyes, still laboring under & misconception & to.
what the reality could be. 1 had then no distinct notion that
fife wolilld ‘be at anee annihilated- 1 wever thought for &
noment that 1 was golng 1o jose my dear-aunt for ever, My
mind was guite unsettied, and I felt an irresistible desire to
look inta the thing more minutely. 1 ran down to.my aunt's
room and what should 1 see there, but a groop of sombre com-
plexigned women with my zunt in the middle, 1 have yet
alter Bfty years, a vivid recollection of what { then saw in the
room. My aunt was dressed in & red silk sari with all the
arpmhents on her person, her forchead duubed with & very
thick comt of sidasr wr vermillion, her feet painted red with
alta, she was chewing a mouthiul of betel; and a bright lamp was
bisrning before her.  She was evidently wrapt in an ecstacy

LL
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of devotinn, earnest in all she did, quite calm and composed =
if nothing important was to happen, In short, she was then
at her mating, anxionsly watching the hour when this mortal
coil should be put off. My uncle was lying acorpse in the

adjoining room. Tt-appearcd to me that all the women as-

sembled were admiring the virtues and fortitude of my aunt.
Some licking the betel out of her mouth, some touching her
farehend n order to have @ little of the sudser or vermillion,
while not a few falling before her feet, expressed n fond hope
that they might possess a small particle of her yirthe . Amidst
il these surroundings, what surprised me most was my aunt’s
stretching out one of her hands at the bididing of an ol Braki-
min woman and holding a finger right over the wick of the
burning lamp for a lew seconds until it was scorched and forei-
bly withdrawn by the old lady who bade her do so, in order to
have a foretaste of the unshaken firmness of her mind. The
perfect composure with which shee underwent this fiery ornlesl
fully convinced all that she was & real Suttee, it to abide
with her husband in Bopbonto, paradise. Nabody could notice
any change in her countenance or resalittion after she had
gone through this painful trial,

It wis about eleven o'clock when preparations were

made for the removal of the corpse of my uncle to the

Ghaut. It was.a small mouming procession, nearly thirty
persons, all of ‘respectable families, voluntesred to carry the

dead body alternately on their shoulders. The body was aid.

on & oharpay, my aunt followed it, not in a closed but an o
Palkee. She was unveiled and regardless of the conse-
guences of a public exposure; she was, in a mannoer, dead to Hle
external world, The delicate sense of shame so charac:
terlstic of Hindoo femules was entirely suppressed in her
bogom, 1n truth, she was evidently longing for the hour when
fer spirit and that of her husband should meet together and
dwell in heaven, She hiad o fodlser mala (string of basil

o
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beads) in her vight hand which she was (elling, and she
scemed to enjoy the shouts of * 11urrce, Hurree bole' awith
petfect serenity of mind. How ean we account for the
strange phepomenon wherein & sentient being in o s@ate of
fill conscionsness was ready to surrender at the feet of
 Haptee” the last vital spark of life for ever, without & mur-
mur, @ sigh, or 4 tear? A deep, sincere religious faith, which
sorves as a sheet-anchor to thie soul amidst the sorms of life,
can only unriddle the enigma and disarm death of its terrors.,
Wo reached Nimtollah Gitaut about twelve, and after staying
1én or ffteen minutess, sprinkling the tioly water on the dead
body, and all proceeded slowly 10 Kooltollah Ghaut; sbout
three miles narth of Nimtollah- On arriving at the destina.
tion which was the dresry abode of Hindoo undertakers,
solitary and' lonesome, the palice Darogaly (who was also a
Hindoo) came to the spot and closely examined my aunt. in
virlons ways attempting if possible, To induge her to change
lier mind, but she, like *Joan of Are” was resotute- and
determined, she gave an unegquivocal reply, to the purport
{hat "such was her predestination, and that Hurree had sumn-
monet her and her husband into. the Boykonto." The
Darcgah, amuzed at the firmness of her mind, stakl 3t the
Ghaut to watch the proceedings, while preparations were
being made for a funeral pile, which eonsisted of dey firewood,
faggots, ;nu:h with a/lot of sandalwood, phee, &<, in ik 1o Ime
fuart fragrant odour ta the atr,  Half a dozen Bamboos or
sticks wore procured. mlso, the. tse of which we afterwardy
anderstond and saw, W little hoys were ordered to stand
wlool  Tho Brakmin undertaker came and reud a fow maniras
ot incantations.  The dead body wrapgsed i new elothes being
placed on the pyfe, my auntwas desired to turn seven times
round It, which she did while strewing a lot of foweres, caw-
cies (shelly) sl parched ricc on the ground, It struck me
at the time that Ui every shecessive circumain bulation, hes
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strength and presence o mind failed, whereupon tﬁtw
stepped forwand ance more and endeavoured even at the st
mamant to deter ler from her fatal deteemination, but she, at
the very theeshold of ghastly death, in the last hour of expir
ing life, the fatal torch of Fama (Pluto) befirn her, cilmily
ascepded the funeral pile and lying by the side-of her s
band with ane hasd under lis head and another an fis broast,
was heard to call, in voice half suppressed, on “Hurres, Hut-
ree,"—a aign of firm belief in the reality of etemal beatitude
When she had thus lasid herself on the funeral pyre, she was
instantly covered or vather choked with dry wood, while some
stout ‘men held and pressed down the pyre which was by
this time burning fercely op all sides, with the Bamboos, A
great shout of exultation then asrose from the surmunding
spectators, till both the dead and living bodies were converted
intt A handful of dust and ashes. When the tragic sesne
was brought to a close an the excitement of the moment
subsided, men and women wept and sabbed, whily cries and
groans of sympathy flled the alr,

Af-all religions be: pot regarded as “splendid  failures,”
that outloak into the Oure wiich sistaiss us ambd the
manifold. priefs aud agonies of & tohublons life, halds cut
the sure hape of a blessed existence heceaftér. My aunt,
Bhuggobutty Tlassee. though a victim of supérstition| Tad
nevertheless 2 fiom, vnalterable Gith in the mersiful dis=
pensstions of Hirres which prompted her to renounce bice
life for-the sxivation of her own gnd her hushand's sowds,
giving no heed whatever t2 the importunity of het friends
or the admonition of the world, The sincerity of her :reli=
gmua conviction immeasurably outweiishoid every other ugﬂr_ﬂ}
consideration, and w0 fedr or temptation could deter hey
from ber nesolute purpose, despite its aingularly. shocking
cliaracter. [t was the depth of s similar religlous eonvie-
tion and eamestness of purpose that led Joan of Arc to
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suffer martyndom oo b l'umui.'gﬂt: When asked by the
executinnee If she believest fn the reality. of her mission,
"W <hiy flemly repliod; while the Aames were ascending
around het. My voices wore of | God All that T have
donse was by the comirand 4f God. No, my voices did not
dogeive me My rovelations wers of Gexl” " Nothing:mure
was bowd from her but invocations o God, internupted
by ber long drawn Aoy, So Jense were the clouds af-
smsolee that at one tme; she: cauld pot b seen. A sudden
grat of wind tumel the current of the whirwind and Jeaune
was seen ‘jor a few maments, She gave ofe terrific ¥,
pronounced the name of Jesns, bowed her head, and the spirit
returned ta God who gave it.  Thus porished Jeanne, the mald
of Orleans and thus perished Bhypzobutty Dassee; my auit:

About the year 1513, Rammohun Roy publishexl a pam-
phitet in which he veey clearly exposed the barbarois charactee
of the rite of burning widows glive e was unfortunately
backed by few friends The arthodox party was then very
strong; and included the most influential and wealthy portion
ol the Hindoo community. Miharajul Tejchunder Hale-
door of Bardwan, Rajahs Gopeemmohun and  Radhakasto’
Rahodiors, Promothnuth Doy,  Boystubchmdes Mullick,
Rammohiun Mulfick and, in fact, the entirg RrISIOCTACY of
Calcueta wire enlisted on the: side of opposition. The
« Summachar Chisndrika,” the recogmised organ of the Dicrwe
Shahlur, edited by Bhowbany Chum Bemerjes, vilified Ram-
mohi Koy, as an outcasy aml infidel and pesjecuted  those’
who. were bl enoigh to svaw theic sentinents ird Favoir
of the abolition of this inhuman practice Rammahun  Roy
almost sinigle-handed encountercd thie formidable pppasitioly,
he fought for @ just and sighteous butnot s popular Gaise,
regardlesa alilee af the fonsequel)ees of wsisl pefiecution
and the threats and  scoffs of his orthodox countrymen,
Patiently but steadily and  consistently. he worked his way,



278 SUTTEE.

until st last his appeal finding & responsive echa ‘in' s
Christisn heart, that noble minded Governor Gentrsl—Loid
William Bentinck—gradually puta stop to the practice.  Thad
eminett statesman had many a conference with Rammaohun
Roy on the propricty or otherwise of abalishing this shoeking
practice. The anti-abolitionists presented a memorial to
Government, urging therein its unjustifable interference; with
the religious usages of the country, That wise Governor
General, who was very anxious to preserve in full integrity
the solemn pledge of government about & neutral policy in
matters of religion, consulted' the distinguished Orientalist,
Mr. H, H. Wilstn, oft the subject, and fnally came to the
resolution of abolishing this inhuman institution through-
oiit the Beitish dominion in the East. But before giving
effect to the resolution, he recorded i a Minute that
the authoritative abolition of the practice would be an oul-
rageous violation of the engrgement of the Supreme Govern-
ment, Accordingly his Lordship observed | "1 must ac-
knowledge that a similar opinion, as to the probable excitition
of ‘@ deep distrust of our future intentions, was mentioncd
to me in conversation by that enlightens Native, Rammolan
Roy, s warm advocate for the abolition of Suttees, and of
all other superstitions gnd corruptions engrafted on the Hindu
religion, which he considers originally to have been a pure
detsm. It was his.opinion that the pmctice might be sup-
pressed quictly and unobservedly by increasing the difficulties,
and by the indirect agency of the Police. He appechended
that -any public enactment wounld give rise to general appre-
hension, that the reasoning would be, while the English were
contending for power, they desmed it politic to allow univer-
zal toleration and to respect our veligion; but having obtained
thie supremnacy, their ficst nct b a violation of their professions
and the next will probably be like Mahomedan cofquerns
o force upon us their own religion,”
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The argument urged by Government was as reasonable
as its conduct was compatible with its known policy, But it
miist be mentioned to the credit of an enlightened Govern-
ment thar its generous exertions have effectually healed one
of the mait shocking wounds. inflicted by inhitman, supersti-

tiofl ipon our unhappy country



THE ADMIRED STORY OF THE SABITRL RRATA,
oR J
THE WONDERFUL TRIUMPH OF EXALTED
CHASTITY:
the halcynon days of the Hindoo Ry whes religion was
regarded as'the mortar of sociery. and rightoousnes
the cement of demestle Nappiness, when Jodhistra
the. Just inculeated, by precept and example, the inflexible
riiles of moral rectitnde, there reigned in the country of Madm
& very plous, truthful, wise and benevalent king named Jstiu-
pati: For a long time he had no child, which mude Him
extrumiely unhappy. Seming that the evening of his life
was drawing fearer eyesy day and there was po-signof 3
the approach of the wished-for copsmmmation, he undertoak i
to perform. a4 grand religions ceremony with the object of phb | &
taiming & son and heir,and daily made ten thousand offer- -
Ings to ‘please the goddess, Sabitrii from whom  tho boon -
wan sxpocted, =
Thus passed away several long amd painful years at -
tho end of which & came to piss that the goddess; Sahitrl,
ane day suddenly appeared before him in the shape of.a
beautiful woman, and told him that she was ready to grant
I uny boon he might ask for. because she was well pleased
with him for his austere asceticism, for the purity and
sincerity of his heart, for the strict obsenvance of his vow, and
firr his firm; unshaken faith m her.  As was to be expected,
he prayed for a good number of sons, affirming that without
offspring the life of man wpon earth is but a wilderness,
obsawring the transitory sunshine of Bliss inta & chiotic mass
af ssttled gloo,
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The podldeds said that foreknowing this to be hiz cherish-
od desire, she Nudl gone tthe Creator (Bralimi) to consult
him as to the beet means for its renlization, and through his
merey he would soon be blessed with i female child, in every
way worthy of such & pious and virtuous father, Her beauty _
would shed a fusfre amatd her name and the fame af her
pare gifte of nature spread far and wide, She would be the
cynosure of all princely eyss, and her charms radinte it all
dlvectivns. S0 saying, the goddes dissppeared and the king
returned to his own capital

In a short time, the ¢hlest queen became pregnunt and
I ik cotrse of time, gave birth 1o a daughter of matchless
beauty, Theking and bis Bedhmin friends called her Sabitr,
«ftor the npame of the godiless who granted the boon. Dy
syi' ay, ‘the pricess grew faires ahd faires, wnd soon passed
from the frcipient stage of smiling childhood o that of =
blooming youth. Every one that saw her chiselled features
wind prepissessing appearance belisved that rome angelic
beanty,—the embodimeant of Toveliness: Trself—had descendod
upon earth in: the shape of a lovely damsel. Indeed she
Wi 80 surpassingly beautiful that no prince, how great or
eminent he might be, dared seek her hand in marriage lest —
Wlé suit-should be spurncd.

i King, Adwapati, thought of mamying Tris only daugh-
rer, then In the fullness and fréshinesa of youth, to some ane
wartliy of the honor. For soms timé no royal suitors ventured
to solicit her hand (or the reasons stated above. At léngth,
Sabitri sought and obtainged her father’s permission to secure
\for hersoll a suitable mitch. In complying with her request,
the futher moreover dllowed her to take in her travels
some of the wisest ministers of the state, whase experience
and counsel would be-availablo to her in so momentous an
affalr, . Motunted on a golden chariot and accompanied by a
number of gray headed ministers, she left the capital with the

Lt
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benedictions of the hereditary priests, and’ journeyed far and
wide through many a steange country, visiting on her way
some of the most delightful hermitages of the vencruble old
Kashis; who were absorbed in meditition.

Sometime after, while the king was attending o the
duties of the State and canversing with that renpwned sage;
Nirada, Sabitri with the ministers returned home from hier
peregrination, The princess, sceing her father talking with
the great Rishi, Nirads, bowed her hend dows in jokes of
due homage to the venerable Rishi and her respected  father,
The bustle consequent on the first interview aftér o long
ubsence being over, | Namda asked the king : "0 -manarch,
where did your diughter go? Whenee v she now coming?

— 1t is high time that you should give her in marriage to some
noble prince worthy of her hand.” The king ra;:-'liuﬂ. ]
veversd Righi, 1 sent her abroad with some of my wisest
ministers in quest of some noble prince, who, to i heautiful
persan should add oll the rarest gifts of wisdom, coNrAgEe,
piety and wirtue; now hear from her own mouth, how iy
she has succeedss) in her sacred mission” S saying, the
king iesired Sabitri to tell them whom she had chosen for
hex hisband,  Sabitrd, in obodience to her esteemed  fathers
behest, thus spoke i a tone becoming her age and sex,
“ Father, # pious king named Dyumutsen once riled the
'kingdnm of Sals. A few diys after his accession he lost both
kit eyes:and ‘bocame totally blind. At that time, his only
‘chilel ‘was in his infancy, quite incapable of conducting the
affairs of the kingdom, His treacherons etiemies. taking
advantage of his blindness and the infanay of his chiil, invaded
his kingdom atid srestesd it fram his hands,  The dethraned
king and his beloved queen with their. mfant child betoak
themselves to a quiet life of contemplation in an adjacent
wood, renouncing all the pleasures of & wicked, ungrateful
wotld. * For some years they passed their days in the sequest-
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ereil wood amidst the abedes of many reversd sages, who took
4 special delight in imbuing the nascent mind of the boy
with the germs of moral and religious instruction, promiising
a full development in maturer years He was in cvery way
my equal, and him have | chosen as my worthy husband,
His name Is Satyavana.”

Hiearing this, the hoary hoaded Rishi, Namds, thus ad-
dressed the monarch. =0 monarch, 1 am grieved to say
that wour deughter has been unfortunate fn her cholos, in
having theughtlessly selected the virtuous Satyavana as her
hushandl® The king feslingly enquired: * O great Rishi
are the noble qualities of walour, prudence, forghveness,
piety, devotion, generosity, filidl love and affectivn ta be
found in Satyavana?”’ Narada answersd, * Satyavana is
Sirya's (sun’s) equal in matchless glory, s wise as Vrihashpati
himsell, brave and warlike as Indra, mild and Jorgiving an
Eaeth® The king asked :  “Ts the ptince & sincere worship-
per of God, walking in the path of righteousness? s he
beautiful, amiable and high-minded?™ Narada replied, "0
king, lke Ratideva: the son of Sankriti, the beautiful Satys-
viina, is generous ; like Sibii, the son of Usinara, he ls:a lover
of God and Truth | and is as high-minded as Yaydti; all the
plous ol Rishis and other good men  belicye that Satyavans
is brave, mild, meek, truthiul, faithful to his friends, magna-
nimous, pions, and sincere in devotion and earnestaess”
The king agnin aslced : 7O venerable sage, yon have named
all the good qualities thut can ‘ennoble Rumanity ; be kind
enough to inform me in what he js wanting.” *"He has one

great Mishuatification,” said Narada, = which is enough to out-

weigh all his virtues, his life apon cirth is very short; he'is
fated o live exactly one year from this day,”

Hearing the fearful propbecy of Narada, the king tried
his best 1o -dissuude his daughter from the fatul allimnce, but
ll hiis efforts proved unavatling:  Sabitey firm and constant
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in Her plighted faith, fearkessly replied 1that despite the_omi-
nious prediction which is suggestive of the appalling hogors
of premuture widowhood to the mind of x Hindoo female, she
could got retract hee pledge and surfender hier henrt to any
other being upon earth.

Narada then exclaimed | O king, I see your daughter s

= trie 10 her promise, firm in hor faith and constant in her love
and attachment to Satysvans.  Noone will be able to léad
her dstray from the path of righteousness.  Let the unrivalled
pair, therefure, be united in the sacred bond of wediock” The
king replied, *O great Rishi, unalterable are your words
what you have now said s just and right. As you are my
Gpe (spiritual guide) T will do what you have ondered me
to do”® - Heaven's choicest blessings be upon you all” said
Naradi, and departed,
* The king now directed his attention to the solemnisation
of the nuptials of his beloved daughrer with' becoming pamp
and delat,

The fair daughter i Aswapati was thus married inodue
foem t Satyavana, the son of the hlind old king, Dyumutsen.
For a while the happy pair continued 1o enjoy all the bless

“inges aof conjugal life in their blissful and retived cottage, re-
mote from the busy throng of men anld quite congeniyl to
rellzious meditation, though Sabitrl knew full well, as predes
tined by Bidhits, thar this short and transient happiness
would be soon followed by long and painful suifering which
woald very nigh destroy them both.

Thus week aiter week and month after month ralied
away, when at length the peophetic day on which the terrible
doom wis 10 be pronounced upon Satyavana drew peanes
and npearer, and when Sabitrd saw that there remainéd only
four days to complete the terrible yeas, perhaps the last year

ol Satyavana’s life, at the end of which the fatal torch of

S wenll appeur belure Bor Deloved husbaidl, b heart

>
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recotled it the ides.  Toavert the dreadful doom she wndes- |
‘ took the pedormnnce of i austers vow, which strictly on-
‘joined three days of continuous fasting snd prayer, pouring —
forth at the feet of the Almighty all the fervonrss of a deve.
tonal bearr. Her fatherdndaw, Dyumutsen, thodgh over-
wheetméd by the surging wave of grief, endesvoured to dissuade
het from undertaking 56 tryitg a vow, but 1 admonition was-
quite fneffectual.  She persistently adheresd to her. resolution
and calmly resigned herselfl to the dispensations: of a wise,
and merciful Trovidence.

“Mental canfilct, internal perturbation, and continuos fasts
vz made her weak and emaciated, and the prophetic wonds
of Narada incessantly haunted her mind like same fatal vision.
Tt is duite impossible to describe the violenty struggles- that
passed within her when that terrible day at bast arfived, ang
Whet the inevitable decree of fate by which her dear husband
Shonld for ever cense to e would be fulfilled.  After bathing
i1 the sacred stream she made bumt offerings to the guds and
prostrated berself on the ground, as a mark of profound
Homage ta the honoursd: feet of the old Rishis and those of
e revered father-in-law and mather-in-law, wha'hn retiied
heartily pronounced theli sincere benodictions upon Her
When the hour for dinner came dhe was desired 1o partake
of woime fofreshment, especially after three diys' continuos
faetifizs, but anfmated by 4 fervent spirit of devotion Whe de-
dlined to take any food befure aunset,

Presently she saw her hissband joing to the forest with
his axe ind 3 bag, to procure fruits-and dor wood Sahitri
begged 1o accompany kit bt from the prescivnee of immi-
Hent danger as-well as from the warmth of affectinn he would
fain keep bher at home, being assored thit her tender feet were
not fittted to wander in the “brambly willernsss”™ in her
present enfeubled state of body : but regardless of all admoni-
tion she thus exclaiined = "0 my beloved Tord. T um' not at
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all sweary with fasting, your vory pnsénce i my strongest
support. 1 can never be happy without you, so do not tuim »
dedl earto the carnest antreaty of an already disconsolate
wife, whose fate is bound with yours in a gordian koot which
no. earthly Torce can break or cut” Satyavana was at Jast
eanetrained to yield to hier solicitations, and bade her tale his
father and mother's perinission before her departure. It was
with the greatest relustance that their permission was given.
Ohbtuining their bengdictions and belingz armed with the pano-
ply of divime grace, the anhappy pair quitted their sweet home
for the dreary forest. Do the way. Satyavasa, half conscious
of what would soun befall him, addrecss! his loving wife in
thl:'fuiluwmg_aﬁ'ccﬁunnh: words: “0 dear Sabitri, behold

—how nature smiles in all her beauty, how the fields are adorned
with fragrant flowers, shady groves, and a wide expanse of
Tiving verdure, how slowly and smoothly runs the murmuring
brook ‘with soothing melody, how the wiarblers of the forest
payr forth their wild but sweet notes without fear of moles.
tution, how merrily the peacock. s dancing. how cheetfully:
the stag is frisking dbout, and above all, how: the sillness of
the scene mvites the mind to contemplation,”

While Sabitrl was attentively listening o her hushand's
descriptive illustmtion of nature, her heéart swelled in herp -
theoat, but her eyes were not sullied with even ane tear-trap,
Shie continued o) follow her husband as & faith(ul, obodient
seife.

At length they entered the forest, and Satysvana after
Thaving filled his bag with virdous kinds of fruits bessan to
gt with hicaxe the withered branches of the trees.  The effort
soon overpowered: him and he felt some uneasy. sensation
about his head. He slowly walked down 10 his dear wife
and observed 1 * 0 much beloved Sabitrd, suddenly 1 feed an
‘acute headache which, becoming moreand tore painful, mikes
mie quilc sciible and whoost breaks my hesst, 1 cipnit
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atand here any longer, but I trust by the aid of balmy sieep.
soon 1o regain my health and strength.”

On hearing her husband’s heart-rending words, she sat
down upon the ground and placed Satyavana's head upon her
lap,  But as fate had ordained he soon became perfectly insens
<ible. When Sabitri saw this, her wonted presence of mind did
not Fall her | trusting, however, in the  boundless mercy of an
overruling Providence, she calmly and compomediy waited fos
the ill-fated hour, when the shadow of death would hide for
ever her beloved Satyavans—a dooin she was hersell’ pees
pared to share.  Suddenly, after a short while, she believed
e saw a grim figure, clothed in red ‘and resplendent with
lastre like the sun, slowly approaching her with i chain in his
hand. This was not a fgment of her imagination, The
verituble Vama stood beside Satyavana and looked stead-
fastly upon him.

No sponer did Sahbitri sée him than she, taking her his-
benil’s head from her fap and placing it upon the gerowmds
with trembling heart thus addressed him.  *God-like pegsan,
your heavenly form and mijeitic appearance bespeak unmis-
takably thar you are o pod among gods  Vouchsafe 1o
unfold yoursell and break your mind to me."

Yama reglied ; “'() Sabitri, thou art chaste and constant
in thy devatlon and meditation, 1, therefiire, feel no delicacy
in satisfying your eager inquiry. I am Yama (Fluto], | am
came here Tor the purpose of carsying mway thy dead husband,
ze his diiys bpon carth arc mumbered.” To this, Sabits
caid, # O king, 1 have heard that your (mps carry away
the dead  bodies- from the earth; why are you then come
yourself"*

Yamg replicd, “O amiable Sabitri, while livitg, your
excellent husband possessedl many frool qualities and was
justly remarkable for his righteowmess It was improper,
hercfore, to Hive sent my lmps tocarmy him away,  With
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this view | am come myself)”  Sosaying Yama forcibly dres
vt the finger-shaped soul from Sutyavana’s body. Heing
deprived of the vital spirit, the dead body became matianless,
pale and pallid ; and Yama went towards the South, The:
chaste: Sahitri, in arder to dbtain the it of her vow, fuls
fowed Wim with sad looks and o heavy heart.  Sesing this,
Yama remonstrated with her and ordered her to return home
and pesform the funcral obsequigs of Ner husband,  Sabited
said she would go wherever her husband was carried, and
that by ber unceasing prayer to the Almighty, by her firm
© fadth in her spivitual guide, by the solemn fulfilment of her

sacred vow, anfl by his (Yama's) gmee, Her cotne would e
froe wnd wivestrained. O king of the infernal regions,” said.
she, "kimdly delgn 1o lend a lstening ear i 4 snppliant's _

prayer.  He thar has pot obtained & complete mastery over
his senses sholld not come! to the forest to lemid there either
n domestie fife, or a student’s lle, of the life of 4 devotes.
Those who have effectually controlled their passions-are fit 10
fulfil the necessary eonditions of the four differént modes
of lite. OF these four mndes; the domestic life 5 decidedly
thie best, being most favourable to the sequisition of know-
Jedire and wisdom, and to the cultivation of piety and virtue.
‘Persons like myself do not desire to lead any other than &
dimestic life”

“Now return: honte, @ fair Sabitr ; T am much pleased
with your wise observations: I am willing o grant you any
bean sive the life of your hushand” exclaimed Yaona
Sabitr] replied, O king, be gracionsly pléased to restors eye-
sight to my blind futher-in-law, and mike him powerful as
the Sun orf the Fire, thet he may be enabled to regain his king-
doin and eule it with vigour'"  Yama granted the boon, and di-
rected her o return home after the futiguing jowmey.  Sabiwri
ahwiering said, *O sirtions king, T feel no troublé or fatigne
while 1 am with my husband, for & husband is the strength

1
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ani stay of his wife, and the wife fa the sharer of her hushand's
weal or woe:

The wife, shime ilangee or dinkonor lurka,

Salent marl Wotmitizst by her Mavband says,

Who gmanls hot, onwith her the wena endures.
Wherever, therefore, you camy my husband, my foot-
steps will dog you thither. Our very first intercourse with
the good and the righteous leails to the growth of confi-
dence and kindly fecling, which is always productive of the
most beneficial results”  Whereupon  Yama replied, "0
thoughtful lady, thy wonls are agreeable to my heart ; they
are fratight with meaning and good sense. | shall willingly
grant you another boon save the life of your husband” Al
low me. then, O virtuous king, to ask for a hundred be-
gottén sons to my father, who has no son.” said Sabitri,

= grant the boon,” =aid Yama, "now thut all your sishes
have been consummited, do not continue to follow’ me any
lotger, You are far away from your fathez-in-law’s cottage ;
return home at once.”

Sabitri replied, * O virtuous king, we Are apl to repose
mare confidence in the righteous than in ourselves ; their kil
ness amply requites our love and regard”  Yama said, *T.am
very much satisfied with your edifying speech, and am disposed
1o grant you another boon.*  Sabitri feeling grateful for the
several boatis granted unto her, presumed this time to ask for
the resurrection of her husband as well as for the bisth from
them of 2 hundred powerful, wise and virtuous sons, to he the
plory of the countsy and the ormament of society.

“ Bo it 5o, said Yama cheerfully and disappeared.

It i obvious that the fertile imagination of the heredi-
tary priests of Hindoosthan, who, from their traditional men-
tal abstraction, delighted mure in the concoction of legendary
lore than of the solid, sober realities of life, inveated the
above Brata or vow, mainly for the consolation of ignorant

HN
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fernales; to avert the hardships of widowhood, than which a
maore unmitigated evil is not to be found in the domestic eco-
nomy of the Hindoos. The unhallowed institution of the
unmaolation of widows alive; was primanly traceable to the
dreai) of this terrible calamity, which preyed, as it were, on
the vitals of humanity, Heénce the performance of this Hrata
i3 the culminating point of meritorious work in popular esti-
mation, promising o the performer the perpetual enjoyment
of connubial happiness, which is more valued by a Hindoo
female than all the riches of Goleonda

It is annually ¢elebrated in the Bengalee month of Joys.
to hoth by widows and by women whose husbands are alive,
by the lofmer, in the hope of averting the evil in another
fife, by the latter, in the expectation of continuing to cnjoy
conjugal bliss both in this world and the next.

On the celebeation of this Brata on the foprteenth night
of the decrease of the moon, the husband, being dressed in elean
new clothes; is made to sit on & carpet, the wife, previously
washing and drying his (eet, puts round his neck a gasland of
fowers and worships him with sandal and flowers, wrestling
hard in prayer for his prolonged life. This being done, she
pravides for him a good dinner, consisting of different kinds of
fruits, sweetmeats, sweet and sour milk and ghee-fried Joockers,
&c, It should be mentioned here that a widowed lady offers the
same homage to the god, Naraian, in the place of & husband,

The usual incantation is read by the priest; and she
yepeats it inaudibly, the substance being in harmony with—
her cherished desite  He gets his wsund fee of two or four
rupees and all the offerings ip rice, fruits, sweetmeats, clothes,
brass utensils &e  IF not dead, & woman has to perform this
Brata regulurly for fourteen long years, at the end of which
the expense it tenfold more, in clothes, beddings, brass uten-
i.".!, _and an entertalnment to _ﬂra,hmim, fricovds amd tedgh-
bours. than m the ondian® previons yoars,
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Besides the Bratas described above, there are many
others of more or Jess note, which are annually ohserved by
vast numbers of females; who, from their carly religious tefi=
dencies, seem to enjoy a monopoly of them. 1t Is, however,
a singuiar fact that the primary object of all these religious
vows §s the possession of all sorts of worldly happiness,
seldom supplemented by a desire of endless blessedness here-
after, This Is unguestionably 3 lamentable desideratum in
the original conception and design of the popular Hindoo
Shastras, clearly demunstrating its superhciality and povertys







APPENDIX.
Nore A
OBSERVANCES AN RITES DURING PEEGNANCY

From the period of conteption a wosman b enjuined by way of
prscamtion, o live ander certain maley and sestrivtions, the observance
of which 1 to ensnre & safe delivery as well as the safety of the
offaprivg. She in wot allowed to put on clathes over-which birds of the
sir have flown, less their seturm might prolong the period of her delivesy.
Sbe fastens & knoy o oae ead of tha Aok of her Serer® and heeps it
tied abots her wals, and spits on her bresst omoe a.day befors washing
het body, and is not allowed to sit or walk In the open sntposnd i
order to avoid evil spinits; as 4 safeguard against their innsds, she con:
stantly weass o the knot af hoer hair & slender reed five fsrlies Jong

When In & siate of pregnancy, & Hindoo femude s presied with
peculiar cire, enderness and afection, She fs generally Brenyhy from
et Mhiles:in:luw's hoose 1o-that of her father, where all the plesnbets of
Use fuisily shew bee the groatess love lest ahe should ot survive the
\biroes O chfidbish.  Todeed the fot chilidbisth of & young 'I‘Iimli':d
it I justly considered a struggle borween lifo and death, As a refigions
safeguard awl gunrantes for saie delivery, she is made to wear el s
reicke n atnall Wfindondée (o very small casket made of god, siber, of cogtier),
cantnining sonie fowers previously consecrated to Sada [hsasart amd to
drink dily wntil bee delivery a fow drops of boly water pfter. fonching it
with the Wasdvalee.

It s perhiips generilly knows: thaz n Hindoo gul i married beseen
pand 1= years of dge—an age when ber Ewrypean sivtor wanlil ot evesy
dresm of bfie uithied in the boods of wedlock; and the natutn! can
smjupitce B, she beconses o mother ar thirieen iy fourgen years.  An
euinent writdér who liad: studied 1he wobjecr carefully thee remarks o
Wil thair thirteenth year, they am swet and vigorom:; but aler (lat
parind, they aher mudh faster than the woamen i soy of the matitne. of
Enenpel  Her tonder age; her sedensary lic, her ignomance of the biwy
of bygitsie. the common dred of chiidbirth, the vant of proper mtdwies
an well ki of timely medical aid (should any be wecosmry), Conapre
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somvetimes o Cige dn untimely doath, She must contiane 1o pheerve
many precautions until ker accouchement 15 compicted.

11t the fifth moath of her pregouncy takes place her Kuoka Skt ®
The iy tuuse be uy duspicions ane according to Hindoo asrnlogess, aod
b |s preated that day with specinl induigence, imssmuch a3 all the deli-
cacies of the season are given o lier without restniction:  In the seventh
msnith slie i treated with hdjd Shisd, whicn she eats with o few other
el {whise husbands aml children nee ull ilive) all soris of parched
peas and rice s well as Methali and other sweetiueats ; in the nmih
month, the Pasgcbdmvitat coremony la held, whin she i3 mode 1o/ wear
a red-handered Jhancs Saree (& piece of cloth tea cubits Tong with she
edges uncut), whick is prescrved with the greatest core lest any jenlouy
and mischiersus wonun who hus lost her children, shotdd clandestinely
cm and sake away & portion of the same, which s considered a verv
portentous amen for the preseryation of the new born bihe.

On ﬂ;;.ulnhmiun'ul Pasnchdueeiie ubove mentlioned the officia-
img priest, aftet repeating the usual incamiation, pours into her moeth
u Hittla of the delicacies, without the Same coming in contact with her tectii
She 74 forbidden ts ent anything el thul day excopt frits and sweet:
meais ; and then a4 good duy b appoisted for the celebrallon ol the
grand figal Sadd, shen all the fomale selatives and comsettions of she
fammily mre invited Iy Caleue, Hindoo females of repectability are
ok permitted to be seen, tuch jess to walk in the stress ; they five it o
wiate of perfert ssclusiyn, awirely apat fram the miale - sieinibers ol the
family, it being cenildersd o very great dispace should s reapeltable
fomule be in any say exposed 1o puhllc gare. The very construction of u
Mindoa family dwellling hosie clearly indicates the prevalence of the clowe
enuna sysem | the inmates st frave an lgner and an outer apariment,
there must be an inchosed sonr-yard reached by lonoous pasaages,
cinied By low enmrucied doors, (hrough which one las to wrignle
rather thamto walk; the qun seldom shines inio it ; snall contracteid stalt-
cases. foul mmiined #lr, nu chreulation or vemilition are the resuly © the
noxious efffena eviporating feom this o thas side of the hosse, gape-
cially fromthe lower Roar, is & mulsance whish the innmies pot up with,
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with seweedy any complunt,  The drinage and wister works lave
rereainly efiecipl considamble improvemedt mwmnls the priomesion of
leznlipess, bt wjill the ity snd filthy winte of amst of the funily
dwelling houses 4 2 ooterious fact. By o small door enly there exista
w emumtication teteeen the ner amd puter agmrtasttil shoubd the
loree be 4 soall ppe, sy fram three to four arfakf, which |s genesally
vhe ke I siiel 3 Erovsled vity s Caleitta, and shoghd the womem falle Lenad
rnosth 4o be Berd by men outside, they are Bt puly imssantly Elisked
bt severely teprimaniled for the litierty. The gress prvacy of the close
somanm yystem is, hivwever, broken by fetmaies oy obliped th el in b
Raidway carniage - though Hinduos of ranlk; whenever they have poosvien
t o o pligriisage by Radl, generally engage x reserved comrparimet
for the fomales, yet they cunndl manige (o preserve nhsolote privacy,
when grmg into or coniing out of il carviage avthe Raflway Stathooe
To retamn to the grand Gnsl Sk, an the day appoimed an awning
is pin wp mer the ponryand of the hoase Fallbver wre sonl 10
each of (he famitles |miited ; avdl the gueits [pearest femate relatives)
begin 1o come m from ten bn the morning: 4 general spiiv of Mitarity. "
prevails om ull: sides, noise and buitle eoiue, the womsn g ey
i vecotving their guests, preparations are beliy made fr the gmnd
fenst, the wien gutside direst the faller bearers where next o goy the
ftle chadren have their own share of juvenily fialic, the yoong damels
smid the aged misteons are seen speaking o theis respective friends with
muzusd fove, aifecrion amd confidense ; and slgos of jovislity and. coni
viality. sre seen every wheres 11 s @ aucls occasions that women um:
bosom themselves 1o each other, and freely unil imreservedly comm-
Nicate ther fenlines, thelr thowmghts, thelr withes, nay their secroid 19
friends of congental spirit wnd temper ; their conyersution knows w0 eaily
(lieir: mmisbis loveliness almost spomtuneausly developes leself: they
unibueden tbeir minds of the beavy load of sccumilnied thoughts ;
their joys anid sorrows, theis happinee anil misery, their symputhy and |
emution, pleasurmble pr puinfol, Have theis fall séope I they hre o
naturally. gamolons they betome mofe s @ such & jooridl mmm’.'
s tha one can dive decpest down into their hearta on soch an
vecasion.  Many a mawmmoninl match b proposed il it at such
miecthngs, and to crown the whale, sisters of kimired spiric embeave ench
othice with all the warmih of gemuine love and affection.. I thels
minds are contracted by reasom of sumity cultire, their bearts gon full of
affoction; sytmpathy and suscepubility, which camnot Bl to exerche &
beselicinl Hifuesice oo humnn nare -
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O suth ocmsiims, fenmlss ars allowsd to have some atmsssmesiy or
flmtrid, accondifg 1o thely Tking, g il sovrse ant such as berrayn 3
vithiiell: tasile, - overstegping the boauds of deeormy, which was (he case
same years hackl Thancing iy aml Meacbddlies are entestalied, wlay
contritmte not @ fittle to she amatement of the assenmililed goests,
(mmnred within the walls of 5 close senann they are saltlon siffered ©
enjoy woch unrestrained fiberty,  Otto of mees, rose water out of gold
ar silvor rots, noseays, and faew or betel - are frecly distribmted among
them. They sit tm henches or chairs, or squat down harefonied oo
Sormad, divhoma (nclean white shem), md cmoy the Siwdehd to thewr
hooms® omitent. . Thes pmmements contimue $ll evenlng, eteraain-
o the guess with snngs om gode amd godibessss (Doorgs,: Rreling and
e minpress,  Radbd): those selating to Dogrgs'lave 8 reference m
the il tremrment she expenenced at the basdy of her porems, b
vhosa perraminyr to Krpbno-and Radba wll of his quvenile frofics. with
hiw mocher and the millmwids; and amoroas songe on disappolaved love,
whieh, thongh. they miny appesr harmiess o their worshippers, have
* mesersheless w partial wendency 1w debuse the nunds of females. By

way of enconragement, the singmyg and dancng gods receive, hesides:

U thelr Fre, presewts’ of money, clothes and showls, aceordig to e
circumitaticas of the parfies retifting thom:  To do our wamisn justices
hawiver, it ls plenning to eeflect thar the progress of enflightenmeit fids

of lats yEurs eronghl o salitay clizpe bt thiete minds  Tnseead ol the:

Foftiey Alees [Womigs) which wece shamefiifly chnructedised by the worst
spacien of abiscenity nad immaraiity, they lave imbibed o taste for maore
sober and sefined entertsinmette  Maral and Intellectusl inprovament

mimangst perfoctly secluded Females I s surs harbinger of nationdl
eefenerition, The' young and the aprighily, o4 E5 antirally 16'bo ox-
P"“"" enjoy thess ambseiinebes moar: b the ione elilerdy und thowgpht-
'figl “femnles ouike the best o of the opporitinity i conversation ghoy
Wmpestic’ affiirs with those of their own age aad kinship.  They have

" ceqtatnly b distaste for thess frivolins entermainments, hat the thoughts

dand cares of hone press mom bhmvily oo thelr minds, Ape aml =x-
pericnee have tuuglt them o regard the enfiyment of usallpyesd
dirmestic felicity as the chief enl of lfe A posd Hindos hausewils s
amode] af moral excellence,

Abmit fouy v'elock iu the afternoon, shen alun all the gussts sre
msembled jogether, long parallel rows of Mraps, ir mdm seats, the ane
ke gt fomm he other—aie arranged i steaight lines in the contt-
yaril, ‘i the saldet of whick is placed yle= se of (be pregoomt. gitl, which,

i
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by way of distinction, & painted white with rice paste {dipdaad) with
appropriste. desices. ‘Adisned wiih oraaments of glinering gold (T
decked with precom stonss, Anl decesed In an embwidared Benures
Sarer, she walks gracefully tawards het particnlar seal, which 15 gl
fir others (witdows, excepted) to follow § they all sjuat dowrr on the
wooden sears, befuve: which are pléced soall pieces of preen plimain
Jeaves and a fow linile sxhen plates and & eup, which ace ntenied
serve the purposes of plates and glastes. Haellira her stunds = light w.
ook i8-sounded; amd n rapee with which ber forshaad ig touched 1
kept for the gods, for sifn selhvery,  Feiite of diffecent Kitida, abont
fifleen or sixtesn- sors: of swestmests, fwecdes, Saclairy, papur thour
friod with ghee) in the shapead chdppdtees, vegotalile cutries of spveral
kindy, sweet and sy milk, are providel for tlie guessts, the fenmle
relativi of the gicl serving as stewards.  No adlylt mule nismber of the
limily 1 wllowed to assis ia the feast, beczuss Hinluo femtides bimh
1 e Bafice men. Beimg mont. pra-eminest i puint of caite, Brahaig
wamma are sérved firee, | Here the niles of oise are strictly absesved,
and nia departure therefrom it tolerwted. 1 ls got uncomimen that
anfnvied fomales, or more property speaking, jnmter contriynby some
MEdnn ot otfics, to mix with the comany; bt they A%k doaa sipyled aul
by the inore slirewd and expereaesd, and ta their chusgrin anel disppoints
mexnt, inatantly removed fom thels seats  They oy i, hawever, £o
Adeay with, enrses on their ips, but receive 3 fow thiigy and e ondammd
in leayn the hotie withoul a: Fulbee® -

Afar the fosst §s over, the women, wishing their batidy and auts,
exjiress thinir good wishes for the safe defivery of thee il dued pakn
freeparations for returing home. . Here conlmin antl biuvle esur :m-
smnjurit on the simultaseous desire of wll 1o retem horne Arst, and 24 the
wirn beging to s, 1helr auxioty becomey mone Intumee 16 jee the fages
of thwir nhsent children: laymg amide ther wonted mndesty, g
of then almoat wablushingly make & b and enter (ke Frdf Patler
that cames in thelr way, regardiess alike of ther see and the s ol

'ﬁ“”wﬂirﬂﬂhﬂﬂhmmm&fklhﬂ aing o
= oy Th:hﬁﬁ;mmﬂﬂ:pd-ﬂn-dh_.ﬂ_ﬁ?’é

daks o it o Fod u.!TEL o *mrrl:,hn-u;

P hﬂnl‘f&' o that im mlm:p- ﬁ-

wittmet sleasingg Ihem wink dljed hadvred a1 o The wiihy e -

‘bt B Feetice mmrriratdy ip, [0 Esking gmeocion = 8 e, vhe =

ﬂlnlﬂly%ﬁ--ﬂvﬂﬂ wﬁ: 4.

Sain i i o M%l BV hor S H
y Hpu-.fwih—g-ﬁ-l i o w iy thas [ @ omahes af

B e e L e i o o = e g

ﬂ--ﬂ:—,nﬂ;dﬂ:ﬂ -



Y APPENDIY.

discorpm,  1F too lamified are ineited, abour wn FPafleer we retaimed:
Hariney carrlages tre sometimes substituted in) place of - Padbern,
iyt whithewnr arrangements wre wade it s net 1o ampossihie 1o sasly
m least =o people at ope and the sune time. The guests are never
espectedl 1o finid their own convoyances. Before coming, someof thom
keep the Palnnguin waiting for uny Bour ocso,while they are engmged
2| their tniler and xdorning thelr persoms with divers omaments, 16
i ool mnfrequently the cwse o such occasions llulﬁ:mnh:tm PO
ehrrumstances horrow oenaments from their more prosperns nends;
i onder io appenr in socicty 1o the best mivantge. I the absence:
of menl aciomplishments, Hindoo  lodies necessarily ser a hgh
wilae Gn the jowels about. their porsons. Some twenty years back,
mnssive articles of gold were considered the mast ravckencdd omamenn,
so il a0 chat -satee tich ladies were adorned with-gold armicles. alon
1o the weight OF & tr 7 Tha 3 to-=n English Tady, this mighs appear incre-
dllile; b i ls o fact which does mot admit of  =ay contrafiction;
Hindoo femalis are religioaily. forbidden 10 wear gold omaments about
ehidy it It being consiilered u mark of disrespect o Lurmes (pnddes
of progpesity,) hence they put on puire of solid massive silver sl
st ankles, weighing sometimes ubout 3. thaugh suich massive arme
ches dre & great incumbrance to the froe metion (of the iimbs, they wre
aevestholess uwaesd with great pleasme.  [ndeed it has bean ssrcasucally
remarked that wore o Hindoo lady offered o gold gramdirtore 10 wear
ramind. by weck, whighing wome 3ot she wouid gluldly accept the offer
ik g through the ordesl.  But e the spread of English education has
impeoreld tha minds of 1he people, it has likewsse imgwoved thet wse ;-
iietuhiil of massive goll ornaments, ladsen of the preseat duy praler thoss
ul datlente diamond cut workmasahip-set with pesrls and precioss sonsy
sui'h pa chicd, dittakavr, shrdiide, serlve, Fadf), Bapop, [sEN, TN
Jagn, Uraceleis of &z or seven patterns, and esr-rmgs of three or four
kisudi, for which girs in very eardy youth pecforare ther ears o8 oy 10
places, 34 uisa their poscy in two piacce. By thetr chosce of the modern
eenuimenis they shesv their prefercnce for clognnee to)mere weight.
Prillindt Pearl necklaces® of from seven o mne rows, kol costly,
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Vijotesies of mndern style, hase superseded the old. Fashioaed suilil
goll Rhumedteer awd Taurs, A vich lady s sunsthnes sten with'
jewnllery worth 15,000 to 30,000 Rupess nad spwanis ; 28 8 wanes of
contrse, auch o Lady Is the cynosure af =l eyes, am the reit of the cowms
pany muve o saallites round the primary plamet Copscios af ler
ﬂlpnhu'hr ln' thits rpespect sad puffied op with sanity she diglaies (0
finld converse will her less forsunaie sisters,  She {s prwnping, as
weze, “10'the Hakling undd of the prammnts of gold and gemy on et
person®  As the grand cenire of suraciion, her gait, hey guetwes, her
myvements form the subject of general criticiim, and s 2a object of
envy shie cantinues to be talked of even after the rewurn of the guail
i their hnmes.

Tat the yillages, howgver, silver omamonis am more in vegue than,
pild unes, simply becuise the rerat populntion have neither the tiste
iior the Reans of the peaple of the ciiy. As & rals, the Hindoos
invest theit savings [n gold aud silver which. s el to | gisid
et I fines of geed und dinmss Throughou Hindoosthan, the
pemile have so great a feuokin for gold amd wilver arsaments that viot
anly sohen hnt puen dla adorm therr persons with olid articles ol st
g grid | have asen Setts (shroffs) wnd Malgvosars o show witl
ormmaenty of contiderable value; thelr dress, howeser, is generally
exceadingly tawiley, sud bears 1o carrespondmnce to the worth of the
afities of gold they carry abiout. 1 onee weighed @ solid pure galil
rhatn worn Uy A Set rognd his waist, which the natives call Gute, weigh
ing over 4 T, worth ubaut 3000 Rupees. '

I Berigal e ehildren are seen with gold omamenis o5 thels par
wans® till they aro f yoars of age, but adolis are entirely free fram, this
ramion. “When = tale child 1s hors to a respestabls Hindon, the heant
uf the mother jrresletihly yeamk to pdarn s pervom with ernaments,
e=pecually 2t the time of outd (chitisteming), 7 #, ot 6 anthe of age for 4
mate amdl 7 et for U female child, "

_ When thie feuales roturm fiome afier the entertainmant, it ls truly &
wmd*mwmmhmmm-mm“ 1t Iy seldom thet such
n]’rpmt'm_:hh-l_miﬁmdid them to give free vent to their feallus, thotshin
and winlies ;—a hanin being always feels aohappy at lving 1o @
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Inihe cxse 6f Hindoo lidies, the sromger the desire for social juids-
coursn,  Can g eemuan Hitidoo lndy with ber veiled moadeaty suppress
tlie Lmpalie 0o look abour thiough the shaiters of 3 closd Pajkee,
with gunnls an both slles, in the Bight of doy? The bmpales & by po
mesnna eriminal ane but b prompred by the ivesistible induesss of
oatite.  The paning esclamation on soch oeresions i, " Sjuer, when
ahall T lave the gool fortane 1o dee you ngain 2 “Why, not before lang,”
in the cettim reply. The comsummation of the desire, i long deferred,
miturally poduces feellnis of discontent. A fow days afier the foaut (he
families that were Invited, give o tngible proof of Phelr regird for the
pregmant gidl by inaking her presesits of clothes and sweetmeuts according
10 theis respoctive circumstances, s u matter of course the nearest relp
tives making the riches| presenis,

Nore B..
THE GODDESS SO0OBACHINEE.

The fullowing ik the stary of this godilees —Iaa ¢errain village thore
[ived a poor Brichmin boy, whivse poverty wis well-kpovwn throughbis the
seighlearhaod.  Ous day o fishermin came 1o sell gome Gsh op seeing
veliich thie hoy began e ery for thimy  Hiy omiher, 3 poor aged sdilivw,
thoagh very dedsiront to satiufy the craving of hor son, bad uaformunntely pis
‘means 1o buy them, whereapon the Bsherwoman affecomi by the ories of
thie: by, wifiseed to give ber credit and said she would come fat the price
on hier way hostie:  Meantimn the mother cooked e Gs5hi; hut before
ke s Tiad Aine 10 eat them, the faberwoman, hocarling to ber pro--
mmisa, refurned fic the pice. The old wonan being sl unable Lo pay,
thin fish’ vendor domumuded the retuim of the fish, which, theagh enpked,
wlur wis willing to take back.  This being done, ilic boy, however, had
the advantage: of tastiog the soup made ‘of the Dilies aid wes de much
pleased witl: the tans of animal food that be eould pot resisr the temps
tation of stealing one day a fewe duck belomging to the King, nud esting
it privately. lavesugation being made, the theft was traced to the poor
Bralmiin boy, who baing summuned before the king, wis trisd, convicted
and senenced o be imprisomed, a1 which the mether becawe jnsonko-
lible. Secing ber distress and despondency, the goddess Docrgs, ja the
form of Soskeckines, appeared to ber in a dream, and, gieing ke hopes of
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comolution and better lack for the fiture, eventually advised lies 1o per-
form the, worship of the goddess Soodasdinee. 1In obodizucs o thic above.
injunction, she dyd as she s directed Seertpeen ducke made of toe
panie (sxtoen with two perfect bogs aned one Wil 4 luse leg! formed &
part of the ceramany. After the performance of the worskip anil e
expintory Tite of Avma (burnt oferng which ssplaes all sin, the Lucty
water being sprinkled on the feathers of the stolen fewe duck, thae Wit
concealod undar the ashes, tﬁadﬂwrdq.hu:k s At unee restored 1o life
and nent back o the: kug's ]‘mqltrprrml The iniraculous resusciintion of
the duck was brought to the novice of the king, who jmmeifiately sont for
the-poor old woman sod (uestioned her hew the dead fawe disck was
mads ative agam ; tho afd woman, trembling thraugh feat, telazed all the
panicplars abour the appesrance of the godidess in & dresm., The kbng,
heing sausfied a3 to the trmh of the tuls; ordered the captive boy Lo be
refensed ar onee and brought 1o his presence, consiuding (hat the god-
dess st have been very propiniom o the old weon and bee atin

Comvulting his ministers oo the subject, he mid within himaclf he euldl
aot have & bomer match for his datghtern, whe was of warsiageable uge,
than the late delinquent.  So the nuptials wee duly solemabed with fie
voming posp, and the poor Brahman fhenily lived ever aftes in = stuie of
great afffuence sud happiness.  Hindoo ladies of the orthodox sebonl
learn thix tale almost (o their pursery, and feel @ peeuliur delight i recis-

tag it oo covtain; veasions.

Nore C.

The weitings of the anclent Hindoo sages, a2 handed down 1o us by
history and sndition; incontestably prove that they weee chiefly theissj
bt as hsir. religioas Wleas wore sapremely tremscendensal, il sufted to
the comprebension of the great mass of the people, aud cmssquently
ot mlapred to briag jay, p:mmﬁrmhthrﬂml.mhﬂmum
kemrmt 1o modify those idens and practically roduce them (o the lesel of
the popular smdersiamding.  They gradually creted & Trinity, £ ¢, the
Creator, the Proserom, and the Demroyer. methhmﬂmm
nﬁ&mﬂymm ar intelfigibile to the anletiersd mass, wha waisl
wrmething in the shape of real, tgible pemonification of the deity, i
place of imdlistines, invisitde supermtural beings, & designing priesthaod
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siilissipuenitly auempred 10 satlsfy thaii wishes by folaing, apon them 2
whole mlilile of geels sndl gnddesses, which are alimmst as ltmamamble 5
the pmbblesy uu the ses shore  [n numeral sjreagh the Panthoon
of the Hindoos fir suppasses hat OF e Egyprinns, Grods, and 1he
Roesans, - What ancient system of mytholugy eontained w0 many 3
352 iblhom geds aua fuddesses? - As in myvthology, w0 In chronology,
the Hinilloos stand unrivalleil, Mpmlm i I capmcioms and ex.

tensive as Uheir andquity® i smfathomalile and rehistodic. The nogin
of the Putanic mythalogy is 1o be strributed ro this mutional predilection §
and e warship of the female deities with hlmtly sitrifice Iv intendad
Per beamifly this lgnorant populace o superstitions beliels still grosser than
rwete lsibdiial to them,

The abihynity of the Brahminical creed and ofthe religions sprams
inenrpotited inty, abd engraficd m i, his \rng Yie=n & amhjoct of nteis
estbing Inptiey, 1016 not auy dntention to gn into the wbijecy mom deeply
thatt erely to affirm thit it is il & dabatable paint amang the most
dhﬂ.ng'nl.thnd orientallsts, whether o pot the Egyptime and Greoks
borrownd their sytem. of mythology from that of 1he Hindaos, and sher
wards imprewed on b by divesting it of the grieer exoescences. The
charmcter of the Hindon deicies is more ar legs poerile,  Tmpume and:
umgendly, not pussessing wny of the cardinal sictves, such s become

1he Siving and trie Gok - Diesfemy to seer clearof such deformities and im-.
puriies, the Greeks and Romami consecrited separnte temples to ' Vi, -

Trwh, Plety, Chastity, Clemency, Mermy, Justice, Faith, Hope and.
Libery" : .
H = o megarkable fact, says Wand, thin ¥ the sceptical part of man-
Kind Yiwve slways Boen panind to - heatheniem, - Voltalre, Giblim, Himie
fee., fyave been oftn churged with @ siog parialicy for the Greetue and
» Raman idilgtries ; and muny Enrppeans in. Indin are soepectsil of tniv-
my i lrge mvdes tomands heatheniom,  Even Sie Willlam Jores,
whoee socommendation of the Holy Scriptors fonnd i his Bible after

his death,) hus besn wn often and 5o deservedly qusted, it is aid, to,
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pleass Rie Pundit, was accustomed o stodly (he Shastias with 1he fmage
ol & Hhﬂwgdphmd o0 his table ;. uned Bia fine metrical tramulations
of Wolatrous kymns ate known to every liver of rerse In the same
siiirit, we obiserve, that figures and allislont to the anciant jdolatrios
ste rerofned in alinest all modem postical compositions and even in some.
Chrlatian writings."

It hus been very wisely memnrked by & philosophleal traveller, Dr
Utarke, that * by & pivper attention to the vestiges of anclent snperstition,
wn are sometines enahled to refer a whale peojile to their origiml ances-
fees, with s thuth, if #ot more cenainty, han by obkermtints made
kpon their Langiiage ; becase the siperstition is engrafied on the stocks
Bt the banguage is linble tn chamge”  Writing on the sme ssbject, Sir
Willimm Jines remarks, “if the festivals of the ald Greeks, Forsiang,
Homans, Eeyptiam and Goths, coold be armmged with exacmess in-the:
wame foro with the Indiag, thare would be fomnd a sniking resemiblance
among thém | and am attentien comrparisan of thess ally might thoos
pread light' om the veligion, and perhape on the histary, of the prowitive

The Egyptiams described ihe somre of the Nile a5 flowmng fom
Ovaris ;s the Hindoos reprogent the holy stream of the Gonges as fow-
g fromthe hemd of Tewarg, which Siv William Jones so- besrifilly des.
coiheg m hik By o Ganga:

= Abory ke s of mertnl hea

e blwwi Catamas bnp, » e wemay sism

Fluaad wiah & ssgrahic gre.

Hahewe poud, thx Soneef s ey of mem:

Wil Pirmul, e pain g s,

WineS = Bis bla & Jezmy mion,

A S8 s il e T o 3T,

With retetinsl peeas dobiy |

AN s srEg iy was baked (w0 o g,

Tl bt e, s nliswend i3

Ardl warfiled prayeie ooy fhe doy,

Tyt fennga Pumy B besw, wiils ey Cagars fres
Epriig seEmt, sl fheerwading, groend tie s il 1B adel =

Fir eomposine such fine mestical yranalations of Glolitrons hymi,
M. Fustes fimls Bouilt with the conduer of Sie William Jones : he write,
4 cenlid ot hely Feeling & degree of regrst, in reading fately the Me
‘moies of the wimirable anid esirable Sip Willism Jones,  Some of his
-mhnhﬁduhnumdnuhﬂmﬂmml}rm—dﬂumﬁmﬁm;
Bt i e (hink the lewy possible direct service liaed bees rendersil 16
Cheisthanity, that his avcomplished mind was Jelt 3t leisure for bymue lo
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thie Hindoo podad. . Was tot this w violation eyen of m-n-milh_r. and
an afience, fnt only agaltt the gospel, but ngams thelsn YescliF 1 kntrwr
whiat may be saill slou persotithcation, license of poetry, and 50 on, bt
shild ot i worshipper of God Yiold himself noder a sslemn ohljgaiinn
tn sbjire all tolermuice of even paetical. figures thay cun seriously bestit,
i ity way whateves, In recognise the pagan diviniyies ar abomirntinns,
a4 fhe prophets of Jehidah would Bave called them? Wit worlld Eli-
Jiih have sahdl o such an employnient of talents? 1o wauld liave avalled
Hlifle 10 have told bim, that these divinities were enly. persmificationd
{with thels apjropriate repraientative idhota) of ohjeers in navrs; of #le
ments, oF of alstractions,  He would have sternly replied—* And was not
P!, whose prophets 1 destryed, the same?’™

D¢, Stiles, President of Vale College in North Amprica, wad ¥ highly
mpressed with the wmuing antiqiity of the Himdon Shastras that b
mmﬁir Wiilinm. Jones, aiking lim to mike n wearch mmang the
Hiniloos for the Adimic books.  Flad ke not hesn a sincers Chrfatian, b
winild hrave asked Sir Williagh to send him o canslizion.of & lonk writ-
the spme two or three millions of vears sgo.

Genrral Stewary, who lived in Wood Street, Cafcunma, was said o
have madd & larps wollection of Hisdibo idols, which he arranged n The
poriico of his house.  He was sofond af them that; iz was sud, o Brabi-
o was engaged to perform the dully wership, while he bimsell fed the
life of 8 Hindon madf ar sainl, loasmuch as hetotally abatsined from
the we of cither wine or meat.

Such instances of partiality ar the pare of enlightenad  Chrytinns to,
wands hestheniom, we do oot st in the prosent day.  In the easly times
of the British settlenient (o bndin, there was a sizong mamin for exploring
ihe mtrodiden feld of Braminical leaming, aml 1he unfathomgpble enti
quiry in which I was finbedded. The philosophical theorigs of thn
Afmmerr andd Rishiz, their sublimn coticeptions concerning the ongia of
thie world and the unity of God, their witer indifference to worldly concems
ami sensasl gratifications, their living in sequestercd dufirxms, the  prac-
tiee of religims pusterities, the wubjugation of passioms, nnd above all,
thir prete, deyotiongl spirit, leot up enchantmient 10 their teachings;
which was, in the highest degree, fascinating. it was not sn anlinry
phengme | the annals of the humas  intellect. that Evropeams, po&

sy alt ihe advantages of modem civilisation, should go 50 far ma t0
entermiina sort of religlaus veneration fot & system of polvtheism, which
even the matives of the country now-a-diays denonnco as puerile znd
absmtl - Desper ressarches have, bowever, ubseguently disnpated the
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delesion, and throws on the sabjest a grest budy of light, which M

i

l"

i progress of Western knuwiedge is daily increasing.
)

!

NorE D,

THE BAMACHAREE FOLLOWERS OF KALL

tn some parts of Bengal and Assam, there siill exists & sect of
Hindoos, known by the name of Sdndeddress, or ihe followers of the
Feniale encmy, who practise o verbes of Parrmadickaduy drgies in the mune
of this celestinl guddess which are nuihing less than abominahle, The
fullowing is a rough progrmmme of the rite. The. Frrahmin wiio s to perfii
{he corcwoany =hs wpon & sham image of the goddess i3 private roan,
haviiy bestde him e the same Hime a epuatiaing o Mmers, vl sndal pasie,
Huly wiater, canper pans, plantain anid other frults, green plantain leaves,
parchedd peas, cooked fish and Aegh, and a cortain quwtlj of spiritucus
. lipwar.  When night appronches e rakes the dlisiple whiv ks to he mitiat-
ol into (he mony with nine femules and nine males of difforent castes,
with one fesvale for himself and snoier for the diciple, and milees sl

all sl dowm op the fvor.  Toldng up s small coppet pan sl & linle of

kit Loly water, he sprmkde= W an all resent amil then procoods with

closed cyed 10 repest & solemn. wcantation to the following effect © )

poditina, thescond and vouchsale thy Wessings to Horomolum the nami

of the devotee) who hias hibero groped i the dark, not Enowing wlat

g an & these offerings are 3l atthy service ™ sy this, be whispes

1 his ear the vool of the westre From thar vime the goddess becomes

his guardian deity. The Brahmun Gooroo then goe= through divers other
furmilss, pausing for &' while to serve and distribuve iguor in a haman,
skl of coeaanif shefl to &1 the devorees, himaeli sesiing the example:

fist. He pnxt desires the females to lay aside their clothes, nnd bulds his

pew disciple pdore them 35 the Tving pee=mibeations of the goddeys

Eating anil deinking now go on freely, the mates waking what is left by

thie fomales.  Townrds tha close of the ceremany; the disciple, haptised in

Hipaer, nakes prastnis of clothes wod momey 1o the: pries: and afl the men

anil wowen present. It Ia casy to conceive whay sort of devotional
spirit la evoked by the performianie of tese abonmmahie orgies.  Hapily ‘

} for the toerestd of morality I thes cooRtry; the sest §a nu:i‘; et

excppt s thig must ohicere purty of Aszam sl Bengid
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