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PREFACE.

Iz giving the lives of the most prominent actors
upon the great and awful stage of the Old English
Revolution, the Author has thought himself justified
in departing from the system observed by his pre-
decessors, and, instead of the numerous individual
sketches that, under other circumstances, are ull
that is necessary, devoting a whole valume at a time
to but two or three of those eventful biographies
which include the histories of minar contemporaries,
and, indeed, the history of the age itself, For the
times, awful as they were, were scarcely preater
than the men ; — the ideas of both present them-
selves to us at once, like shadowy and solid giants
standing together, and hardly letting us discern
which leads the other,

The life of Eliot is the first that has appeared.
He did not survive to be an actor in the scene dur-
ing the most obrious part gf' the great contest; and
posterity has been so much occupied with those
who did, that they are startled when they have
leisure to look back, and see these older and not
less noble shapes of its commencement, — these less

¥+ yet hardly less visible, demi-guds, — whe
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were its first inspiring minds. Eliot was the greatest
actof in_the outbreak of the Revolutjon, though it
bcmﬁulﬂumtely the more memorable partof his lot
to think and, to suffer ; and the reader will see that
he did both, m:im mixture of force and delicacy,
that prose of common sense and poetry of the heart,
which o remarkably characterises the man of busi-
ness in that age, and which is traceable, in the
Author’s opinion, to the effect which the chivalrous
breeding of the reign of Elizabeth had upon the
rising generation. The sons and daughters of the
« Arcadia” were the parents of the men of Charles
and Cromwell.

58, Lincoln's Ton Fields,
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SlR JOHN ELIOT.
150—162

His Family aod Deseont - -

(Dth of April) His Birth

FPainfal Incident of his uﬂrm Iﬂ.mdr-m af by
political Enemles -

Enters Crilege - - .

Dienth of his Father

His Apolegy to Mr, Maylo; hll:-hl'm hlil.d‘hn

His Studies at the University

Vinits the Continent ; his Srst Il:uuu with um'ﬂmm

ll‘.ltumll‘rmlh-ﬂonm - -

Marries - . o

[.mthh“'!k - =

Tevumes his Intercourse with \l‘l:l‘li.m: =

Villlers succeeds Somerset in the royal Fovour -

Eliot made Viee- Adiniral nfnemuum,mdmﬂnhd
man of the Commitiee of Stanmnaries

False Charges of his political Enernles

(Bth of November.) Hh[.m:uulh:ﬂnhnfhtﬂmm
High Admiral of Englind - 13

Remirks on this Letter -

Asgpect of puhlie .l'rhlnuthtmuunl:d'thﬂ’nﬂmt I‘h&h
introduced Eliot to public Life -

Igticaninlons Tiefest of the Eloctor mmnnhyaimh -
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Country Party

l'lldflllnﬂ:.}ﬂhspuchw. I!lrl.'hntn'lrnnfmﬂ'uhh
Treaties
Ogiprans any Alumplhm:ﬁulhemmhm]vnpd

the Hozse - - k
His unoossing Exertions -plml Mmncpofies

H.H-ﬂ'mhmlhrﬂuﬂthuﬂ'ﬂu.&ppﬂll[dmﬂllm

Delays of the Court of Chancery

Terma an which he and his Fﬂlﬂlﬂmﬂlﬂ l.ul‘l.lrnhl'll.lppﬁﬂ.

for the Spanish 'War -

hmﬂlhﬂhﬂﬂmmmﬂnminﬂum luﬂ.'h

Prevention of vexations Prospentions -
Jamas L. remonstrates with Buckingham -
{E0th of October | Disalution of Parfisment -
Budden and mysterions Death of James L =

i#

Poat - -
Twlae Hm uffhn‘lul

(6th of June.) Meeting of Parliament; Eliot agaln u hh

Effbrta of the Parllament to secure |I:= ﬂaf.mr.&nfht; of lhl

People by an Enlurgement of the Basls of pogalar Represent-
ation = -

Mation of Sir John Fliot - = =
Origin of Bir Thomas Wentworth's Dislike of him -
Cessation of his personal Intercoorse with Buckingham

Charges agzinst him J

H'hﬂppulllh‘nlnlhu!hnumnrlh:nqn&m“ﬁm

on the Subject of Subsldies
(12th of August.] Parlinment dismissed ; diagraceful Scenes

15, [Athof Fobruary,) A Parliament assemblod ; the King's Message

to the Houss -

m&whmmhhmﬁﬂﬂ-n;hhhlthr

Taiint agninst Barkingham

The Commnna vote for the Grant of Ihm&.llliﬂli:l md three

Fifteanlhs
Burkingham Mdhmm-mhﬂn Artleles
Speech of Sir Dudley Digpes
Extraordinary oratarieal Thaplay lfﬂm! on this tlmnm
Rage of the King when told of Eliot’s Speech 3
Eliot eommilted to the Tower - .-

Eliot relenssd ; hh]lr—lrmmul.nl.he'ﬂun- ‘g
Buckingham eloctod Chancellor of Cambridge -
Bwormy Debate in the Commoas - -
Parfisment dissolved - - -
Oppressive Measares of Charles I, a
His Instructions to the Clergy - -
Eliot a Prisoner in the Gatehonss = -
His able Argument agulast the forced Loan
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Helief of Rochelle

Dissstrous Fesulis ﬂmmliu,wnum;ml’m
lemmint assmed

{17tk of Mareh ) mmnuﬂ I'-ﬂhmt mﬂd by 'lh-l
King at Westminster in a Specch of inolent Menoce: -

A Resulution passed to grant no lesa than five Sobeidies to be
paid within (welve Manths -

Sir John Eliot again in Parlisment; scts in all nup-unm
Leader of the House = -

Esmfmu-!-pudtﬂhmrmkﬂhhﬂzrh -

ﬂuuluuwlpulu]inlh:[mmdu.hhmﬂ'nflﬁlmmﬂ
the Peaple - .

Confierence between the Londs and Ibefummvﬂll -

Messages from the King to the Commoss

Resistanoe of the Commans to the Hnlnmd'ﬂullﬂ*

The King's Letter ta the Lotda - -

mmmmdmh:mwmmm-mu
the King

(3 af Juna.) 'Ihl(hu’l.ﬂ.mwwthlhlﬂhimﬂlrﬂ
Im the House of Commons - -

Eir John Eiot's Speech on this l:inudlnu -

Hmtummzﬂmmﬂ"w;nddﬂﬂ“h
Refigion ; * “ Want of Councils *

Dievelope to the Hoose the Principles -ul‘l:'ll-n-hnh'-le_rh
singularly nnm-*tumd pLﬂM contrast to the ;munuh-
Ery

hmﬂmlﬂhﬁn{huwmw-ﬂ&
Ministers

Resumes bl Specch, nm mtluuu to u:r,g: the Madness H
breaking Pests with France at a Time so strangely unfor-
tunnte

“Third Divison ol'hll a'.rmmiur.."‘mu lmﬂdm’lﬂﬂlﬂn—
fulnews of cur Generals ™

Fnaumm:i"mzlpnununﬁcmﬁpjmd’mm.
misam* .
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the King -

Em.-:upmdn::dbrmlﬂmh mal!whlﬁeﬂn— N

Estraordinary Seene in the House -

Sir John Ellot secused of having ghven Dﬁ.'nnmhilmm
hla rocont Speech %

Hnu.lnllmm Bamed as Illl“ﬁm'rm of Girievanees ;™ [Iul:nn-
mons' Petition * fur & clear and satisfectory Answes ln full
Parlinment lo the Petition of Rights ™ -

Thrtmnmudbmwnﬁnghmm
Haouse - *

‘The King gives his Assont to tha Petition urm.l:u - -

Hemomstranece agninit certain Proceadings of Buckinghem -

‘The King"s Speech ; Parliament provogued = -
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Mirt retives into Corzwall § mlmummmu =
Assassination of Bockingham - - -
Arminiankom | nhmryll.mumﬁmﬁiu -
1N (@0th ef Janusry,) Huuu-uﬂ'nﬁitm; rmmrm
Age = s
ﬂ'utlmnfsurhhnt:rhl - =
&k m;spemhunqlhumuuﬂmﬂﬁm-
Eﬂ:‘.‘uu"hhspeuh = -
‘The Question of Red marrend ‘hl'“"' =

eoncerning Tonooge and Poundage - =
(2 of March.) Eliot's Speech on presenting his Bhnmntrnu-.
"The Hotise in violent aud open Disonder -
Bteady and undaunted Conduct of Elot - g
Dissolstion of Parlinment; Bir Jobin Eliot summensd H appear

BEESE REEE® 353

beefre the Comncil Tabile - . = -
Proceedings sguint bim - a0l =a0
Sentenced 1o be imprisoned during m-KlmH-um mnd i

be finesd SO00L - - = I
W-EMMHMMM - 1

Oecupies the Hours of his Imprisonmest with & Work hawing
[For its Ohject the Establishment valﬂmdﬂqj

Mind - - - 6
Ellld:trnfa.dvlc!!nhuﬁuﬂ - i
mlrdnmhuﬁhgduuimﬂutﬂ-nthhluﬂh -
Hin Lettor to his Som Richard - = 0¥
His Letter to Hampden ; Adrice and lulnu:ﬂm.w hllﬂmn-

spactimg & Cotwrse arid Object of Travel - - = Tl
Pussage from Hampiden's Roply on thess Prints - =11
His Letter to Sir Oliver Luke =1

hnllmwm.wqhwﬂhu
Diisarder - - 13
His Letter to BﬂilﬂmI.Tll - = 114
ML (Bth of Decemnber] His Letter tn Hampden t:m-phlmn; of
bedng put under new Rostraints by Warrant from tha King . 115
Finds Consnistion and Sustaioment ln the philosaphical Work
in which be had engnged - - = - 1k
Compared o Sir Waller Halelgh - = 17
His Incressing IHm:peﬂﬂnmlMI!:uhmMmuIMy - 1
Benals for & Painter to tho Tower, and has his Portssls palnted
exactly as he then agpenred = 120
His last Hmumlthummmnmnhﬂhmﬁmﬂh
Iﬂhphﬂ;ﬂﬁﬂaﬂmlmhhlﬂtlmmhw: -1m
163 (Fth of Nevember.) His Death -1
Iﬂlﬂnqrﬂ'ulﬁll‘uuhilnnluﬂﬂ'_l'ill Bady into Cmuil o
be buried - - % =108
H]-ﬂ;umx-nm.nnn - - = 18
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APPENDIX.
Sume Acerunt of an unpblished philosophical Trestise, entitled
“ Tho Monarchy of Man,” written by Sir John Eliot during
his last Imsprisonment - a - - B

THOMAS WENTWORTH, EARL OF STHAFFORDL
JLE s T
150 (13thef April.) His Rirth and Parentage ; recpives hin sariiest and
stenmpest Impressions in the Midst of aristocratio Tnfummee - 178
Little Anmunmrhhﬂm Eidurazion § sent to Bt Joha's College,
Cambridge - - = IT8
Arquires the Hunuurnfrl'lllllhﬂ - - - 150
1L His Murriage with Frances, Daughter of the Exr] Eﬁmﬂ 151
[¥nvember.) Procesds to France | strange Events in Franes st

this Period = = - - = J8L
Evnats in England - - - - 182
Chareter of James L - - - 183
His unwise Measines - - - - 154
Bixte of Partiem - = 185

Rerrerscy, The Parflament maﬂ ll 1510y I'-m-lﬁm-
ty Prorgativs; growing Spirit end Power of the Commens;

n Bill pasesdd againat Impositions - - =187
Further Allusion to the Procseding of this dumml-hl 158
Kegntintion beiween James and the Commuons = = = 189
Fhamaful Exppdient rosorted to by the Court = = 190

+ 1614 Wentwarth returned Knight of the Shire for Yorkshire = 1M
The * Sirafsrid Papers,™ the Bouree whereol wo derive sur In.

fermation of the pubifie and private Charscter of this Statewman 158
Latter to his early Tistor, My, Greemwond = =164
Death of his Father; mhh mnm-mm

Yorkshire = = = - - 106
State of Parties; Disachirtiom of Parlament - - =197

VRS Appeinted to the Dffice of Costos Rotulorum or Keepar of the

Archives for the West Riding =

117, Meceives 3 Letter from the Duko ﬂﬂnlipﬁmiqdrh‘hlﬂ

to resign his Dflce -

Continnes inhis Place; mests with M[ﬂmﬂﬂn from the

Bavile Party = = 500
Disgracefis] Docarrences during ll- llrﬂrml. h:tmlﬁ! two

Parliaments - - -

160, Assembliing dPﬂHml;M}ﬁlﬂnp af this runnnntlu-
tinguished by setive and resolute Stepa in bebalf of Privilege - 34

Wentworth takes no Part in these Procesdings - 0
168231, His Nness ; Death of kis Wife et . - 806
His Exertions in Behallof his Brothers = - o4
Extracts from his rm-nnmrﬂ“m—l.
Kiing's Secretary of State - - - 05

MMMMHHW - - 008
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weeond Marriage with Lady Arabofla Hoflle -
His extreme Modertion ; be-.dn—ll}mti&llddhl

Journment of the Parlinment to Oxford - = gm
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of Yorkshire e =11
Hia Letter to his Kumm W.un-dﬂﬁ:-rd - - - 208

Beecives the King's Warrant fumiﬂllig hiim from the Office of
Custos Homulnrum 1
His Letter to Sir Richand Wuhm ['.h.lnmlh:rvut‘ Il:. E;:hmu‘.

on this Subjeet - - - = 9i5
Nickingham's viulent THalike I-'r him - - - =917

The seonnd Parfinment dissnlved ; Privy Seali jssusd T

Wentworth receives a Frivy Senl; Anxbety of hls Friends - 19
BRefuses the Loan ; sumimoned to e Council Table at London - 220

Committed to the Mamnbalea ; Extracts from the Lettors aff hia

Brethor. in-Law Dienzil linﬂ.il = s - - 521

Is relensed

Hin Specch In lhnThl-ni Plzllrmmlt on thl Im:l.u].un aff the
geoerzl Questson of Girlevancs

His Bpeech on ene of Bamu.ry Cooles m;wm for

Subsidis - = -m

hmlﬁnqmiﬂnﬁ:tﬂamlﬂnﬂ Eﬂ'hﬂ.nﬂdll!pmehu o
(56uh of June.) Farllsment proragued =
(14th af July.] Crested Baron Wentwerth, and ealled h Iho'.E'rnT

Counell - - =
FPreliminary Remarks previows to enteri mﬂmﬂhmrﬂhh
pulitical Life - - =

Jels Qoup Entneun for M Grosrmond, Bls sty Tutic: = < 81
Ellllﬁhndds:urtnnmmdmuhyﬂrﬂmpmﬂn-m

His extreme Canthousness - - £33
Anger one of the Instrumenta ol Im l’uﬂ:: - - - 5
Hia Lettur to Seeretary Cooke - % - - 2%
Extracts from his Corresponsdence - - - -85
Falitical Principles evidencsd in these Letters - - 42
An Nlustrstlon of bia Practice of letting alip no Method, however
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Froopedings elted in prool of hils exoessive ‘F.ujr_r ¥ - 5k
Wi vosame the Progress of his Fortunes |

Burprige umln'l-b)' his Elevation to hia Pullrluuﬂm the Norih 845
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- = - M7
Iﬂ.llm h-medmp, mmruodlu[lulhummuwﬂr - A

Clabnd for himaself, =s the Representative of atsolute Hoyalty, the

most ahwclute Heverence and Respect - - = =49
His arbltrary Mossures - - - - 250
Case of Sir David Foulls = #)

Wentwarth's Letter to Lond Eﬂiiu]hu ml!ursm = -0

Foulls degraded from his various OBices, feed 50000, to the King,
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Appointel to the Government of Irelund = = Sl
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and dangerous - - - 2l
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His vigorous Despatoh to Lard Cottinglon - - - g
Follaws his Despateh fn Person, and ]IIE‘I'.I.IJ.I oa the Councll to
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His meditated finascial Projeets - - B
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than his Ambition - - - 471
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His Prosecution of spparent personn] Resontments, what thiswas 575
Commaoncement of his officiel Connection with Lord Mowtt-
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Hig Gallantries = - - - - gH3
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Extract from his fint quzh i = A -
His Law Reftria - - - - - -53
His Exactiona - - a - - - g
Calls hin first Privy Council = - - - 05
Procesding of the Councll - - - = 4]
They propose & Parliament - - - =i
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atantly - = -
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A loud and wiclent Voiee of Clamour ralsed spuinet him by the
populnr Party in England - - -39
His Letter to the King = - - 35
His Letier to Archhishop tm.i. - &53
Builds two royal Residences ; his .‘dulu of living lq'|.|.|.1 in Hlﬁ
pitkeence to the Houses Ih:mul'mq. -
His private Habit - 885
Hia Advice to mlll-nxm m&ﬁm nd' ﬂuﬁ-ﬂiluotm
land - 358
Forces down some rising Cmmhm lmm[ th-m.l'ﬂl Berd -
sk Settlers i Ulster - 550
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Housa of Lorids
Appointed to mlleuduftheArmr in tha El.ludllnr-
thiemberiand = - - = X6
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Preliminary Proceslings - = - 561
Articles of Accusation agalist him -
1541 [2ith of Februsry.) nhnn--mmdmuhlhﬂtw- of the
Commons read to the House - 383

ﬂﬁ‘lnm‘,lfllulmhllm+hlllmmhimh ==



ANALYTIOAL AND CHHRONOLOGIOAL TANLR.

Faze

Short Summsary of the Charges agxinst him "y = g
(25 of Mardl.) Case ql:u-li,plnihimt W.ﬂ:ﬂm‘tu Hall by

Tym - W7

Hin uncomplaining Emnpﬂnnr d.n.d.nllrh Trind - - Hp

He addresses the Londs - - = W

Interest excitad im g Favoar - . -

The Evidence finally sdmitied against kim; called opan to make
his general Defencw in Pervon against the Facts, lnsving the

Law o his Counsel - - 303
He arpusd against Lhe Dnd-ﬂnu af u'hhrﬂr snd constrictive
Traspon - 3
'rn- Triu.m:sh ﬂﬁmu urq:uﬂldd a mu Drm}l.m af Strafe
- 3
[lamuuu:-mmtmdth-uum - - =7
Srraffund condemmed. - - - S
{28 of April) The Bill of Attainder passed ; thn.- King ad-
drisses the House in his Favour - - 350
His Letter to the King, roleasing him from hh:llb!w Wand - 400
Furiher Effatis of the King to sare him F: - W2
Remarks oo the Conduct of the King - - WH
Btrafford emyloys the three mose Days of Existence granted to
him in the Arrangement of his Affhirs - - ¥
His Lattar af Advice to his Gon - — 408
His Speech st the Seaffhld 5 = - 48
{13tk of May.) His Execution - s = &l

Inibe suceeedlog Heign the Attainder reversed ; the Procesdings
chliterated ; wnd his Son restored to the Barldom . = #11

APPENDIX.
My hrmble Opinion coneerning & Parliament n this your Ma.
jestys Kingdam of Ireland - - 42

A Copy of the Paper containing the H:-i of the Lard Straf.
ford"s last Speech, written by his own Hand as it was left upan
the Seaffold - - - 3 =421



EMINENT BRITISH STATESMEN.

S8IR JOHN ELIOT.
1500—1632,

Joux Evior was ** a Cornishman born, and an esquire’s
soi.” ! His family, though new residents in  that
eounity, were of very ancient Devonshire descent.
Prince alludes to them inhis * Worthies ;" and Fuller has
pointed out the name of Walter Eliot, one of his an-
cestors, in the sheriff’s return of the gentry of the
eounty of Devon, made in 1433, during the reign of
Henry VI. Browne Willis, who may be considered
a good authority on the subject, having married a lineal
descendant of the family?, atates that this Walter Eliot
allied himself to the family of sir Richard Eliot, ap-
pointed a justice of the court of King's Bench by
Henry V1I11., but more illustrious as the father of one
of the carliest of our vernacular writers, the famous sir
Thomas Eliot.® The first of the family who settled
in Cornwall appears to have been the great-uncle of sir

3 e Drarrt s Lbfe o e W

 Browne Willis's © Notitin Parlismentaris,® vl L p. 42
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John, who obtained from the family of Champernowne
the priory of St. Germains and its lands, in exchange
for property possessed by him at Cutlands, near Ash-
burton.! To this priory the name of Port Eliot was
then given, which it bears to this day. Its large estates
have descended with it from father to son, and form a
considerable portion of the property of the present earl
of St, Germains.?

At this seat of Port Eliot John Eliot was born, on
the 20th of April, 15005 In his youth he was sub-
jected to mome of the restraints that should have been
applied to a temper naturally ardent. His father was a
man of easy habits, kept very hospitahle house?, flung it
open to every sort of visitor, and never, it Is to be pre-
gumed, troubled himeelf to consider the effect of such a
course upon the uncontrolled disposition and manners of
his son. It is to this lax eduestion that we have 1o at-
tribute a painfol incident in the life of Eliot, of which
the most treacherous advantage has been taken by his
political enemies.®

Archdeacon Echard, a notorious advocate of the
Bmarts, amd a most inaccurate historical writer, gave
the first public account of it. After stating, most un-
truly (as we have seen), that Eliot was of a * new

1= dn mot know,” says an ished Tiving descendant of the
“lh.uuymhrhicﬂthh anje ook + but John Elot

at the priory of 5& Germaina, having given it name of Purt Ehiet,
in An arcount of that trensaction is to be fiand Carew's Survey

of Cormwall, pabfished about 1580  Cholmers, in L ical Die-
ﬁm.ﬂ[“m of the family of Eiot of Port Elint, and thoee of Hoathfid
anit o, to ha descended from a ske W Allot, who came over with
William tha Conquerns 3 bat this sccount is merely traditional, sod cannot
‘be bome out by prool dive Flevahits Visltation of Cormwall, madw in 1602,
am od I the Hermlds® Col Eives the haarings of the
m ahietd mumuﬁ twedve quarterings, — a proof, ot & time
when pretensions bo beraklse were minately seratin that the
i of (e fmily could oot hove been very recent ' — Lowd Elinf.
h“Hmm;Puhmum“{lhrmlmnfﬂ]vbumuhuf!Lﬂ:m

Bem aba © A
Mr. I lersells © Commentaries on th Life s I{-UHHHI'ML,"FEE
1 Hyowne Willie, Anthany Wood fives it incorrectly ab 1555
® Bep * Carew's Sirvey of Cornwall ™
’I{qu:d,m;:h.upnlhllwhidl Todlrws would have been
seimed by the bitter epposents of Eliog among his comtempomcies, had a
ressnmable foismdation existel fo i, is sofinently sheious. 1t might have
served & the Gk ol an spology for his harsh treatment  Nowhere, hows
wver, in parlismant or elsewhere, does o tmee of iU appeat.
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family!,” this archdescon proeeeds: — * Within his
own parish there lived one Mr. John Moyle, a gentle-
man of very good note and character in his country,
wha, together with his son, had the honour te serve in
parlinment. Whether out of rivalship or otherwise,
Mr. Eliot, having, upon a very slight occasion, enter.
tained a bitter grudge against the other, went to his
house under the show of a friendly visit, and there
treacherously stabbed him, while he was turning on
one side to take a glass of wine to drink to him.”* He
states further: * Mr. Moyle outlived this base attempt
about forty years, who, with some others of his fumily,
often told the partienlars to his grandson, Dr. Pridesux,
and other relations, from whom 1 had this particular
account”™®  We are here left uncertain, it will be seen,
whether the account wos Teceived at fifth or sixth hand
from gossiping relations, or from the respected and
learned dean of Norwich. A late writer, however, has
thonght fit to assume the latter,and has insisted, with con=-
siderable and very obstinate vehemence, on the probable
truth of the statement.* With the help of materials in
a lately published work by lord Nugent®, snd guided by
a fact 1 have discovered respeeting sir John Eliot's father,
I now present this singular incident in & new, and, it
may be hopad, a final aspect.

It occurred, so far a8 there is truth in it, in the ex-
treme youth of Eliot. That he should have earned for
himself, ap that time, the epithet  wilful,” will scarcely
appear surprising after what I have said of the habits and
indulgences of his father. Mr. Moyle, who resided at
Bake, a district of the parish of St Germains, close to
Port Eliot®, took upon himself to warn old Eliot that

! Echard's His 424 fofin, od, TTH. In fie the * cuntemporary
writer " m*imhm.pﬁ'lmdj sliudes, in vol b, p SR of his Come
mentaries ¥ 1 ean find oo other.

o Tld,
% Mr, [¥larusll, Ges his Commentaries, vol i. p 7L vol iv p 5155
In smswer to lond Numn"mﬁmﬂ:n{ Hampden,™



4 BRITIEN STATESMEN.

such was the disposition of his son. Miss Aikin, the
historical writer, has now in her possession a letter,
written by an ancestor of one of the most respectable
families of Devonshire, wherein the cause and course of
the quarrel which ensued are given, as described by
the daughter of Mr. Moyle himself, & witness not likely
to be unjustly partial to sir John Eliot,! This is
the statement of that letter.— Mr. Moyle having ac-
quainted sir John Eliot's father with some extravagances
in his son's expenses, and this being reported with some
aggravating circumstances, young Eliot went hastily to
Mr. Moyle's house and remonstrated. What words
passed she knows not, but Eliot drew his sword, and
wounded Mr. Moyle in the side. “¢On reflecton,’
eontinues Mr. Moyle's danghter, * he soon detested the
fact; and from thenceforward became as remarkahle
for his private diportment, in every view of it, as his
publie conduet. Mr. Moyle was so entirely reconciled
to him, that no person, in his time, held him in higher
That this hasty ebmllition of will ocourred in extreme
youth, I am now prepared to prove. 1 find, from
documents of the time, that Eliot's father died in 1609.2
He was buried in the church of St Germains, on the
24th of June in that year. Anthony Wood (the best
authority on such a point, though on such only) tells
us that young Eliot entered college in 1607, and con-
tinued there three years? It is evident, therefore, that
at the time of the quarrel with Moyle, Eliot eownld sot
have been more than seventeen, or—assuming (which is
most unlikely) that it occurred in a college vacation of
his first year — eighteen years old. This will be con-
sidereid as established beyond further doubt. 1t is con-

bered harmbly by that faunily ; & cireumstance explained by the testimony
which has been sknew nbtained from the daaphier of the pretended ** victim.
Tnllhllﬂ. Hg‘ﬂ;ﬂm'!.i.l.lﬂ Homgpden, vol, L p U2, Alkin's Charbes the Fiest,
e 5
s ﬁ#uh‘- Besexrches into the Pedigree of the Eiots, Not. Farl, wol. ik

Bl
3 Ath, Oxon., vol iL o478
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firmed still more by a remarkable document which has
been found among the Eliot papers!, “ An apologie,”
addressed to Mr, Moyle by young Eliot, for the ** greae
injury” he had done him, and witnessed by names,
some of which were afterwards greatly distinguished in
the parliamentary history of the time. The terms of
it are highly curious, and indicate the writer clearly.
It i= an atonement which marks the cloracteristic
impulse of a young and generous mind, anxious to re-
pair an unpremeditated wrong.  ** Mr. Moyle,” so runs
the apology, ** I doe acknowledge I have done you a
greate injury, which I wish T had never done, and doe
desire you to remic it ; and I desire that all unkindnesse
may be forgiven and forgotten betwixt uws, and hence-
forward T shall desire and deserve your love in all
friendly offices, as 1 hope you will mine. Jo. Ervorre.”

That this spology was honestly meant, and strietly
redeemed, that the writer did desire the love of him
whem he had hastily injured, and deserve it, anil, more=
aver, obtain it — we are fortunately not without ample
proof. In the volume of Eliot papers already referred
to, exist two letters?, written, many years after this
event, by sir John to this very Mr. Moyle, granting him
solicited favours. It was a saying of shrewd severity,
that few natures exist eapable of making compensation
to those whom they may have injured, or even of ceasing
to follow them with resentment. Assuredly, however,
rare mnd virtuous as such natures are, John Eliot's was
ane of them. He held himself the constant and willing
debtor of the man he had unwillingly offended. =1
am sorry,” he says, in one of his letters, after granting
Moyle what he had asked, “ this return is not better to
the oceasion you have given me; it may serve for an
expression of my power, though my affection be beyond
it. 1 can command corruption out of no man, but in

i Sen Jord Fliot's communication to Mr, Dlarzeli, fill of exoclient fiel-
ing, anid iwmnfﬂ'tﬂu memexry of his grist progenltor, * Com-
|

. S,
m'ﬁ, Nos. @0 anid 8,
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mine own heart have & clesr will to serve you, and
shall faithfully remain your true friend.” In the other,
written some months after, in answer to an interecssion
by Moyle for an offending tenant of sir John's, the fol-
lowing passage ocours : —  In snswer to your love, 1
will give orders to my servant Hill, at his return into
the country, to repay him the money that's received,
and so to leave him to his old interest for the tene-
ment, in which he must acknowledge your courtesy
and favonr, for whose satisfaction it is done by your
most affectionate friend."!

Taken in connection with the statements 1 have given,
thiz incident azsumes, in my mind, a more than ordi-
nary interest, and becomes, indeed, an important feature
in the life of Eliot, It is the line drawn between his
passing youth and coming manhood. Whatever may
have heen the turbulenee of his boyhood, whatever the
struggle of its uncurbed passions, this event startled him
into a perfect and sober seli-control. His “ private
deportment,” says Mr. Moyle's daughter, was as re-
markable ever after, as that of his public conduct. In
the latter, his temper mever ceased to be ardent for the
general good, and against the wrongful oppressor, In
private, it was ardent in kindness, in busy purposes and
affections for those avound him. To the “last right
end,” he stood

“ 4 perfect patriot, snd & nobile frimd, ™ —

lﬂ,_nmhﬂuhhmmquluTh

the ** agologie ™ quotel in 3 preesding page),** 1 this
Extraorilinary apobogy was mot written by & men wha had s conn-—
panion i the buck ; noer can IT.MWIH&!M& incidrnt,
E:Wﬁc-ﬂ-nunnl inderorurs: wasld have heen -

.ﬂ-ﬂh very amising pertinucity, to shift the grounds
His argument, buwerer, on his own admission, is whally
:h;n- ciimd. o !:Idhtdﬂ. hamever

E

%
E
]

seckless, can again revive it I cunnol Jeave the sabject of this frst
calumny, in the af which Mr. TV larsall kes jolnad with such
painful and misaken bittern without oxpressing my regret, thal
palltical fan, mnd :Lm mollons of character, shonkd s bewilder
mm[:lmui. r. D lsraeli, though in all cases too Sordl of

tng events from rumoeurs, bee sendered mary services o b A s
withstanding his varivas misstatements respecting Eliot, which 1| shall have
erasiod tn

refute, has never rgled to not unwiiling tritute to the
p“urm:imlun. .
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and so his biographer must delineate him, apart from
all preconceived affections or prejudices.

Immediately after the guarrel with Mr. Maoyle, it is
probable that young Eliot left his home for the univer-
sity of Oxford. Anthony Wood states that he * became
a gentleman.commoner of Exeter college, in Michael-
mas term anno 1607, aged 15,1 The same authority
tells us that he left the university, without a degree, after
he had continued there about three years® That his
time, however, was not misspent at that venerable seat
of study, he afterwards well proved. He had naturally
a fine imagination; and when, on the lapse of s few
years, it burst forth in the house of commons, it
was surrounded with the pomp of Greek and Homan
learning. In the studies of his youth, in those invalu-
ahle treasures of thought and language which are placed
within the reach of every scholar, he had strengthened
himself for great duties. And more than thi. In his
youthful contemplation of the ancient school philosophy,
he had provided for his later years the enjoyment of
those sublime reveries, which, we shall have occasion to
see, were his chief consolations in a dungeon. Little
probably, did he then imagine, as he was first making
the apquaintance of Seneca, of Plato, and the Btagyrite,
Thuﬂleywmﬂ.dmdhiminiheuluuinffn}nﬂi,whm
prison bars had shut out every other.

The sudden interruption to his studies, at the expira-
tion of three years, appears to have originated in his
desire to obtaifi some acquaintance with the commen
law of England. This knowledge began then to be
considered a necessary accomplishment for ove whao
aspired to the honours of parliament, with the view of

the principles of the rising country party.

Eliot was one of these ; and, as Wood informs us, after

leaving the university, *went to one of the inns of

court, and became a barrister.”3 The lapse of a year

\ Ath, Owon wol iL p 878 This i inomerect, however, i | have staiedy
BETERACEIL

in respect of Eliot's He was
? Ath. Oxon. wl.?p 478 ¥ Id
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ot two introduces us to a new incident in his private
life, of which s malignant advantage has, as usual, heen
taken by his political opponents,

His dispesition, never less active thun meditative,
induced him to visit the continent. At precisely the
same period, the discerning lady Villiers | had sent her
famous son to grace the beanty of his face, and the
handsomeness of his person (his only birthright), by
the sdvantages of foreign travel. Eliot and Villiers
met, and the courtesies of English travellers in a fo-
reign country ensued between them.?  They journeyed
together ; and it is not surprising that a generous
warmth in the disposition of Eliot should have suited
well with the bold address and sprightliness of temper,
for which alone, at that time, George Villiers was re-
markable, Tt is said they became intimate. In afl
probability they did so, if we may judge from a cir-
cumstance that hall in doe course be noticed.

Meanwhile, I have another misrepresentation to clear
away. After his return from the continent, Eliot mar-
vied. It has been reserved for the writer before referred
to—Mer. IV [sraeli, whose ingenuity of resenrch, and plea-
sant attractiveness of style, are only cutstripped by his
violent political tendencics, and his most amusing pro-
fessions of philosophical impartiality — to fasten upon
even this domestic, and most private, incident in the

| Buckingham was & younger son, by & second marringe, of sir Gieargs
"l"llll-ﬂ'ugnr Bll"l.lh.ﬂh'f.,fﬂ Imwtl-nﬁm whose family, though anciant,
had hitherto been unbeard of in the kingd His mather ks rey | to
have served in hllafum:ﬁ hﬁﬂu:; but be, bolng |Tr1rm her extra.
sinfinary 133 Fann, whi mennness of her eoialdl not
e, prevailed with Villiers, oot without dificulbty, to relss her bo &
Bigher office ; and on the death of tha laidy he imarviil this hee servant
As, however, the beir by & former marrings succontel to-the Tamily
Estale, it became & grand ohject with lady Villier, who had obtained the
means throogh & second bhushond, whom she afterwands deserted, tn
apcmumplish her elilibren |1|.|.|h.|:|1g thelr own Fortune (o the worid
Hence her conduct o (ipoege, a8 1 hare noticod i€ shove.  Son JE Coke,
B Th  Hecket's Life of Williams, part i p 1L Brodies British Em=

wel, 0T, B EL
"?‘km-.""ﬂi’mq. BA2L My DVlersell cladms the merlt of having
discoeered this (vol. iv. p. 7. | Pamphlet, p 3, —a claim on which his
friemds slso insist |ses Fglut'l.ﬂl; Review, Moo wdiv. p #7000, on what
authority dogs not 'Fﬁ'" Echanl was the first discoverer, if there be any
merit in it; nor would his stetement have carthod sty weight, bul that
other gircumstances have Wnded toconding it
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life of Eliot, as another instance of what he is pleased
to consider the turbulence and “ ungovernable passion ™
of his *hold and adventurous character.”!  Without
quoting any nuthority, Mr. IV Israeli states, that ** when
the house of eommons voted 50004 for a compensation
to the family for his [Eliot's] © sufferings,” they also
vated another 2000L, part of four, for which he had
been fined by the court of wards, by reason of his
marriage with sir Daniel Norton's danghter.,” He then
goes on to state that this indicates the violent carrying
off of the lady by the torbulent Eliot. What possible
authority Mr. D'Ieracli can bring forward for this state-
ment, 1 know not. The only record in existence
bearing on such n subject, so far as T am aware, is an
entry in the earl of Leicester's journal, of unquestioned
authenticity and correctness, It is most satisfactory on
the point, as will be eeen ; and I will not suppose that
this was the source from which Mr. D'Tsraeli derived
his statement. It is as follows : — “ Monday, 18th
Junuary, 1646. The house of commons this day,
aceording to former order, took into consideration the
great losses amd sufferings of many members, in the
Yyeare tertio Caroli, for speaking (in parlisment) in behalf
of the kingdom. A report whereof was made to the
house, from the committes to whom it was formerly
referred ; and the commons, upon debate, passed several
votes for allowances to be given to such members, in
recompense of theyr wrongs and sufferings, as followeth : ™
several names are then specified, and among them,
“ that 5000L be allowed to sir John Elliotte’s younger
children; and his elder son's fine in the court of wards
to be remitted,” 2

This “elder son,” against whose turbulence the res
proof of Mr, IV 1sracli ought to have been divected, was s
youth of idle and riotous habits, very wild irregularities,
which subsequently, as we shall show, proved a source

I See Mr. D' lsrachis I i, p 282

lﬂm.-_;[‘ W?F'Emrmh of the Jewrmnal b
clally for its accutacy and precision.  All of if was written
the:authars private ws
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of much anxiety and disquiet to his father. He was
the exact person for the adventure maliciousty fixed upon
gir John, The latter married without violating the laws
of any court, but was deprived of his wife by death,
after she had presented him with two sons.! The
“ younger children” alluded to in the passage quoted
would seem to comprise the family of the second son.
Eliot's intercourse with Villiers was now resumed.
A wonderful change had taken place in the inmterval.
The base creature Somerset had been prosecuted at
last, ostensibly for the murder of Overbury?, but, in
reality, to provide room for a fourth favourite, on whom
the majesty of the day might lavish its shameless fond-
ness. That new favourite was selocted in the person of
Villiers, Well might lord Clarendon exelaim,
*“ Never any man, in any age, nor, I believe, in any
country or nation, rose in so short a time to so much
greatness of honour, fame, or fortune, upon no other
advantage or recommendation than of the besuty or
gracefulness of his person.”? Among the successive
honours showered in ridiculons abunidunce upon him,
fell that of lord high admiral of England. With this
office was connected the duty of appointing vice-admi-
rals in the several counties; and it is probable that, per-
eanal motives of acquaintance or even friendship quite
apart, the name of Eliot was instantly suggested to the
young favourite, as one that claimed on every ground a
promotion of this sort. He possessed one of the largest

lapse of a short time after that which saw Villiers pro-
moted to the office of lord high admiral, saw Eliot mads
1 This is evident from the Eliot Papers, M&.

B 1 avail myself of the opportunity which the tan of this pame
afbwis me, $0 remind tha todder that g

'E%
£l
5

Bebeliion, folio el vol L p 4,
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vice-admiral of Devonshire. He was also appointed
chairman of the committee of stannaries — of his duties
in which office be has left a manuscript report — and,
at the same time, he received knighthood.

In sccordince with the desperate and unwearied
spirit of misrepresentation 1 have already had so many
ocensions to allule to, the politcal enemies of this il-
lustrious person have seized on this change in bis estate,
to attribute it to those vile and vulgar motives, which
alome they would seem to be acquainted with. Eehard
leads the way, connecting it, most unfortunately for
his purpose, with the incident of Moyle.! Afwer giving
the false account, formerly quoted, of thet youthful
anecdote, the archdeacon proceeds : * And now, sup.
posing he had perfected his revenge, he immediately
hastened to London to addresz himself to his sure friend
the duke of Buckingham, in order to get his pardon ;
which, to his great disappeintment, he eould not obtain
without advancing a considerable sum of money into the
exchequer. But as soon as his pardon was sealed, and
the money paid, he received intelligence that Mr,
Moyle was unexpectedly recovered. Upon the happy
assurance of this, he again applied himself to the duke,
to procure the repayment of the money ; but that being
swallowed up in the occasions of the court beyond any
recovery, all that he could obtain in lieu of it was to
be knighted : which, though it might have allayed the
heat of his ambition, was so heinously taken at the
hands of a person once his equal, that after that he
never ceased to be hiz mortal enemy, bot helped to
blow up such a fame in the honse us was never extin.
guished." 'This monstrous acconnt, which I have ex-
tracted partly for the amusement of the reader, has
found its believers in the present day? It is idle two
waste words on its refutation. At the period when, it
is thus hardily asserted, the ssssssin Eliot burried up

! Echant's History, p £545
3 oe My, 1larasli's Commentaries, vol ik p. 270.— 3 passage which
has not yet boen retracted.
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to his friend the duke, to crave protection from the
laws he had outraged, that ** assassin®™ was but a boy,
and the = duke * plain George Villiers, with less power
than his pretended suppliant,

But the inconsistencies of the cundid * historians”
and * commentators” do not end here.  Mr, I’ Tsrmeli,
who adopts the ridiculously false statement just quoted,
has attempted to corroborate it by the production of a
letter written in the year 1623 to the duke.! That is
to say, he adopts the statement that sir John repaid the
protection and the knighthood given him by the duke
with immediate and violent hostility ; and proposes to
corroborate that, by producing a letter written in cour-
teous and deferential terms, by sir John to the duoke;
some congiderable time after the period of the knight-
hood. The gross folly of this is apparent. 1 pass that,
however, to consider the letter, and the position at-
tempted to be established by its means, namely, ** that
in 1623 we find sir John a suppliant to, and at least a
complimentary admirer of, the minister, and only two
years after, in 1625, Eliot made his first personal
attnck on that minister, his late patron and friend,
whom he then selected as a vietim of state.”2

With respect to the first part of this charge, the
anewer is short and obvious. The letter is not written
in sir John's personal character, but s vice-admiral of
Desonshire, to the lord high admiral of England.
This is admitied even, in another place, by the author
of the charge himself.? The office of vice_adimiral had
proved extremely troublesome to sir John, involving
him in many disputes concerning the wrecks on the
eoast, and saddling him with the expenses of various
trials,*  Rather than submit to these, it would appear
that, in one instance, Eliot preferred to subject himself to
the inconveniences of arrest.  Under such cireumstanees

i m"m :ﬁ lli :; ij:% Pamplslet, p &
&r:!mmlh:m;:rmﬂm of Febwuary, 1823; amd again, 24 of



SR JOHN ELIOT. 15

it was most natural that he should seck some reparation
for the injuries he had undergone in support of the
office and rights of the duke of Buckingham. For
this purpose the letter in question was written: its
tone is expostulatory, s, courteous as its terms are, it
is even deficient in those elaborately complimentary
phrases which were considered due, in that age, to the

ceremnonions obeervances of Jetter-writing. It is as

follows.

“ Right honourable, —With what affection 1 have
served your grace, I desire rather it should be read in
my actions than my words, which made me sparing in
my last relation to touch those difficulties wherewith my
letters have been checkt, that they might the more
fully speak themselves. I alall not seek to glows them
now, but, as they have been, leave them to your grace’s
aceeptance, which I presume so noble, that scandal or
detraction cannot decline it. 1t were an injury of your
worth, which I dare not attempt, to insineale the
opinion of any merit by false colours or pretences, or
with hurd circumstances to endear my labours, and
might beget suspicion, sooner than assurance in your
eredit, which I may not huzard. My innoeence, T hope,
needs nof these ; nor would T shadow the least eprour
under your protection. But when my services huve
been faithful, and not altogether vain, directed truly to
the honour and benefit of vovs rrace, only mffering
upon the disadvantage of your absence, | muost mmpor-
fung your grace to support my weakness, that it may
cange no prejudice of your rights and liberties, which
1 have studied to preserve, though with the loss of
mine own, My ingistance therein hath exposed me o
a long imprisonment and great charge, which sill in-
ereaseth, and threatens the ruin of my poor fortunes, if
they be not speedily prevented. For whicli, as my
endesvours have been wholly yours, 1 most humbly
grave ,mm:ﬁwhﬁhiﬂmjﬂu and them ; in
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which I am devoted. Your grace’s thrice humble
servant. J. Exor.”
« Novemb. 8. 1623."!

Now, not a single expression in this letter is incon-
sistent with the eonstruction which I have placed on it,
or justly appropriate to any other construction, The
complimentary phrases fall evidently short of the no-
torious custom of the time. I am, indeed, surprised at
the bareness of the language, considering the year in
which it was written. Buckinghum had just then
managed to conciliste the country party?, and was be-
spattered with praise in all directions. The people, freed
from the political panie that had been caused by the pros-
pect of the Spanish mateh, in the sudilenness of the escape
showered applauses on the masked duke; and sir Edward
Coke, leading the opposition in the house of commons,
was betrayed shortly after into the very professional
hyperbole of calling him the * savivur of his country."?
Had the terms of Eliots letter, therefore, been most
adulatory, there would have existed little canse for won-
der : we see that they are not so. Whether the letter
was answered or not, appears uncertain ; but the ac-
quaintance of the parties did not cease here, as 1 shall
have oceasion to indicate heveafter.t One word more
on this subject. Mr. D'Israeli, alloding to the date
of this letter, calls it “.the close of 1523%" which
would intimate that parlivment had already commenced
its witting ; and then goes on to tell his readers, that
the patriotism of Eliot was a ™ palitical revolution,
which did not happen till two years after he had been

i ;
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a suppliant to this very minister.”" ! This is most un-
true. The letter was written in the eighth month of
1623 (old style), two months before the assembling of
parlisment ; and in that parliament the voice of Eliot
was heand, in stirring accents of honest patriotism.
Thongh none of his speeches at this period have been
preserved in the parlismentary histories, I am prepared
to prove, from the journals of the house of commons,
and from manuscript records, that no * political revo.
lution™ ever occurred in his life ; that he was consistent
from the first ; that his eloguence was often exerted in
that last pssembly of James's reign, and never but in
support of the great party for whose rights and privi-
leges he afterwands suffered death.

A few words may here be allowed to me, on the
aspect of public affairs at the meeting of this parlis-
ment, which introduced Eliot to public life® 1 shall
always avoid, in these hiographies, matters of general
history or character, except so far as may be needed in
illustration of individual conduct, ar of those particular
questions which called forth its distinctive energies,
That individual conduct shall also be limited, as much
as possible, to the subject of each life, Thus, in the
present instance, | have nothing to do with the great
men who laboured in the same cause with Eliot, ex-
cept as their general policy and characteristics illus-
trate his exertions. [ have nothing to do with the great
questions they agitated, except in so far as they called
forth his individual encrgies: what remains will be
noticed in other biographies ; nor shall 1 seek in vain
the opportunity of observing upon any great incident
of this great era of statesmanship. The first object will
in all cases be, to cnrry light and life into general his-
tory, by particular details of character.

The ignominious defeat of the elector palatine by
Spinols, and the circumstances which ought especially
to have induced James to render assistance to his weak

! Commentsries, vol. i, p 57,
‘:irm.mim-pw'&m;mmﬁz tsingraphy of Sorat-
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but unfortunate son-in-law, belong to history.! Tn not
doing o0, he subjected himself to the derision of Eu-
rope 2, and to the self-reproach (if he were able to have
felt it) of having sacrificed the noblest opportonity of
making himself popular in his own nation, and honoured
every where, as the asserter of civil and religious liberty.
But he was bound in the fetters of Spain, and had set
his foolish heart on a match for the prince with the
infanta. This was a politic bait thrown out by that
wily country, and greedily seized by the king. It was
intended as a means of dragging the pusillanimous
James into the league with the house of Austria, for
oppressing the protestants, and invading the Hberties of
Germany. It succeeded. The people of England saw
their brother protestants abroad hunted down by tyrants;
they saw the evangelical league broken and discomfited
by the Roman catholic union ; themselves made parties
to the wrong which they abhorred, and enemies to that
holy eause of freedom and of eonseience, on which, at
home, they had staked all. Discontent rase to a fright-
ful pitch, and the person of the king was even threat-
ened.® At this moment the tide of affairs was sndidenly
turned ; and the man who had resisted the outeries of

! Bee the various histories. Dr. Lingard has ireated the subject very
h“{; Bee also mme ohle reasoning on the general question in Bobibg-
broke's Remarke, pp S95—306 bvo edit. Mr, Brodis has stoted the de=
meris of Jamis's comduct with oppropriate Litlerness, There are sl
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Howell's Familiar Letters, Boe Bishworth, vol b pp T14 i l!h:tﬂ'l
Lite of Willlatns; Hevlin's Lifeaf Laudd ; and Samncdersoc's James 1, ME
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an insulted nation, yielded to the peevish complaints of
a haughty and offended minion.

Jealousy of Bristol's negotiations had resalved Buck-
ingham to carry the prince to Spain; jealousy of the
wily archhishop Williams now induced him to wish for
home. Moreover, he had been negleeted in that stately
country, not to say insulied, for his levity and profligate
bearing. A deadly jealousy had also risen between him
and the Spanish minister, Olivarez ; and he began to
feel that, in proportion s the edifice of his power was
lofty, it was unstable. He saw an expedient for se-
curing it on & wider and more solid basis, and straight-
way seized it. He effected o rupture, and hurried the
prince home, whither the weleome news of this new
policy had travelled before, securing them an en-
thusipstic welcome. The unscoustomed acelamations
wafted a new sense into the all-grasping soul of Buck-
ingham ; and, resolving to try the game of patriotism,
he forced the king to summon a parlisment.  He threw
himself into the arms of the (deceived) popular party,
and drove the unhappy James from his boasted * king-
eraft,” into a decluration of war agninst Spain. |

The parliament assembled, with hopes never before
entertained. The dissolution of the Spanish treaty was
Justly considered a great national deliverance; and the
favourite of James, who had disrobed him of his in-
glorious mantle of peace, was now the favourite of the
nation. At this extraordinary juncture, Eliot took his
seat in the house of commons. It has been asserted by
Wood” and others, that he sat in the previous parlisment;
but this is eertainly a mistake, He was returned now
for the first time, with Mr. Richard Esteourt, for the

borough of Newpaort, in Cornwall.
And now, from the first mament of his public life,

' The keenest disection, a8 it appears (o me, of the conduet of Bock.
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his patriotism began, — not from pique, or a spirit of
opposition — for as yet he had no opponents, save those
of his religion and his country. For be it ever re-
membered, that, in that day, politics were necessarily
and intimately conneeted with religious doctrine. The
Romish cause wns the canse of the oppressor, while the
protestant was that of the oppressed ; and the English
constitutional party saw no chance for good government,
gave in a root-and-branch opposition to the Roman cas
tholic faith. Their cavse of freedom at home was
wenkened by the success of popish tyranny sbroad ; and
the great struggle going on between the protestant
patriots of Bohemis, and the various Roman catholic
powers leagued in extensive confederacy against them,
seemed # not improbable shadowing forth of the futwre
destiny of the popular party in England, So thought
the leaders of this parliament, — * the greatest and the
knowingest suditory,” as a political adversary called
them, * that this kingdom, or perhaps the world, af-
forded! ;" and so they acted, confirming that great
reputation.

Eliot at onee distinguished himeelf, and was received
as & lewder of the country party. I have been at some
pains to trace his conduct through this parliament, for
it has not been mentioned by any historian ; whilst ad-
vantage has been taken of the silence, to bear out the
assertion of his having been, st this period, & mere un-
distinguished subserver to the duke of Buckingham.
We shall see hiow far this is just.

The parlisment et on the 12th of February, 1625
It was adjourned, however, until the 19th, when the
speech wis delivered, and the house further adjourned
until the 23d. The three following days were Dﬂ!ﬂpiﬂl
in armanging conferences with the lords, respeeting the
duke's intended * Narrative,” (n the 27th, Eliot arose.
Tt was the earliest day of the session, and it was his first
appearance in the house. He declared at once the eause he
had entered to sustain ; and, putting aside, as sobordinate,

¢ Elncheq's Lifi of Willinms, p, 175,
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even the all-engrossing question of the war, raised his
voice for certain ancient privileges of the nation.! On the
1¢t of March, he spoke on the question of the Epanish
treatics, in the high strain of popular feeling. He
alluded to war, as that **which alone will secure and
repair us ;* and recommended the setting out of 2 flret
“by those penalties the papists and recusants have
already incurred?, — means which would have heen
especially odious to the court. But Eliot never waited
t0 trim his propositiofis by the eourt fashion, even in its
popular days, and we never discern in him the bated
breath, or the whispering humbleness.  On that oc.
casion, also, be seems to have resented the l:rng and
vacillating negotiations of the king and his secretaries,
“ Fitter for us to do than to spenk,” he said, and most
Justly said, at that crisis. On the Bth of the game
month, he opposed & hasty decision with respect to the
king’s answer at Theobald’s.” It was not satisfactory,
owing to the immediateness of its demand for supplies,
He had been appointed one of the deputation ; and,
alluding to “many strange reports,” since their return,
he moves “ to have some time each to tike copies, and
then to deliberate and advise.™* This he carried,
On the 11th, he went up o the lords, on this same
subjeet, with some of the great leaders of the house —
Philips, Selden, Coke, Rudysrd, Baville, Stroude — to
confer with them about his majesty’s estate™® This
confetence elicited an assurance from the trepsurer, the
following day, of < his majesty's resolution to eall
parlisments oft, to make good laws, and redress puhlic
grievances.”  From this may be well inferred the nature
of the previous day's remanstrance from Eliot and his
friends. Nor did this plausible sssurance put those
faithful men off their gusnil. They answered the trea-
surer, “ that we had no doubt here yestenday, as among

| Commons® Jowrnals, Feb. 27, 1
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the lorde. We fittest to relieve the king's particular
wante, when we have enabled the subjects to do it, by
removing their grievances.”! An explanation of the
disputed passages in the answer was subsequently given,
such as satisfied the house,

In the same spirit were all Eliot's speeches in the
matter of this Spanish war. He never supported it but
for the promotion of the popolar cause, and always ac-
companied his approbation of the messure with an
avowal of those greater ulterior ofjects, which he felt it
ought to pecomplish. I need not go through the nume-
rous minutes of the journals, in which his name appears
at this time. His sttention to the business of debate,
as to the committees, must have been most srduous,
since it was unremitting, Besides the great number of
private bills, in the management of which his name
appears, he took part in all public questions ; lent his
aid to the best legal reforms ; and generally formed one
in the more learned committecs appointed to consider
disputed questions on the privileges of the universities.?
He opposed always, with warehful jealousy, any attempt
to move from the constitutional usages of the house;
and when the ministers proposed, through sir Guy
Palmer, to have a committer to draw a hill for the
continuance of all bills the next session in statu guo,
that they might g0 * husband time," — the name of Eliot
was found suceessfully opposed to this, in connection
with his friends, Philips, Coke, and Digees® e was
unceasing in his exertions ageinst monopolies4; and in
reminding the house of the petitions — those ** stinging
petitions,” as the king used bitterly to call them — *not
to be forgotten aguinet recusants®;™ but, when duty to
the couse permitted it, he never pressed the letter of

] I’.'nmmm.l',!mmmh. March) 19 1623
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offence against any offender. Humanity came in rescue
of the strictmess of his judgments. When some of the
popular party pushed hard against the under-sheriff of
Cambridge, for a misdememnor at the election, Eliet
bomanely interceded. He suggested that the custody
the sheriff had already undergone, and the expenses he
had been put to, were surely sufficient punishment, and
recommended his immediate dismissal. The ever true
and able eir Robert Philips seconded the suggestion,
In no single respect can the enemies of Eliot tsunt him
with his conduct in this session ; nor will they dare
bereafter to use their equally dangerous weapon, the
imputation of his silence, to prove that his patriotism
was sluggich or inactive, or moving only at the will of

After the most anxious search,'T can find no alluzion
from Eliot, respecting Buckingham, which indicates a
feeling of any sort. His silence on this head is indeed
remarkable, ag the landed name of the duke was then
most frequently on the lips of other popular members;
and yet, that it did not procesd from any vindictive
feeling at an abrupt cessation of intercourse, I think 1
am enabled to prove. From a minute of the journals
of the house, it appears that, on one of the debates re-
specting the Spanish treaties, some private letters of the
duke of Buckingham were referred to, whereupon Eliot
stated that he had that morning seen those letters,  This
i= specially entered in the journals.) No other member
makes the remotest allusion o having seen them, This
appears to me to offer a fair presumption that Eliot sill
continued to meet Buekingham in private interconrse.
If this is admitted, then the amiable theory of those
writers who have concluded that the letter to the duke,
previonsly quoted, was the last of a series of unanswered
spplications, and that, from the time of its date, a vindie-

! Commoms* Journals, April 1 108 Tn b0 other do 1 find the
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tive fecling had been awakened in the breast of the offended
writer, — that Eliot's patriotism, in fact, was altogether
a personal pigue at Buckingham |, —has received another
blow, prostrate as it was hefore.

And another, should any one chance to think ano-
ther mecessary, remaing to be inflicted. In this per-
liament a question arose, on which I have discovered
the note of a specch by Eliot, which could never have
been delivered by him, if his character had not rested
clearly free from all imputations of personal dependence
or political subserviency. It occurred ina debate  at the
close of 1623," the very period fixed by our modem
commentators, from which to date their obstinate aceus-
ations. At that period, several eommittees were sitting
on the yarious eourts of justice, to investigute complaints
agninst their mal-sdministration. Among many petitions
presented to the house in consequence of these com-
mittees, was one from the wife of & person named Grys,
eomplaining of wrongs she had suffered from the court
of ehancery, and appealing against the long delays of
that court. To this petition sir Edward Coke objected.
The lawyer stood in the way of the redresser of griev-
ances. He told the house that the woman was half dis-
tracted ; that the wrong she complained of cecurred in
# Eperton's time ;" that he was now gone ; and that it
was a most unusaal thing to complain against the dead.
After some discussion, it was at last resolved that the
grievance in question, with others, should be argoed by
counsel before a sub-committee. This sub-committee
was then about to be chosen, when sir John Eliot rose.
He spoke, as was his custom ever, in concern for the
wrongs of the oppressed.  He warned the house to be
eareful in their choice, for be knew of what vast im-

it was that the © cries of the vexed subject™
ghould be heard by unbiassed men. He implored them
to ** have a special care” that its members should *¢ have
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no dependence upon men in place ;" he suggested that
it would be better to have no lawyers upon it ; that it
were more juet to * have countrymen, that have no de-
pendence.”! ‘There are few who will disagree with me
in thinking, that these are not the words of a follower
of Buckingham. That they shoulil have been spoken
by one, who laboured under the very odium of what he
go earnestly condemned, is, to & monstrous degres, im-
probable, Not on that eccasion, nor on any other, did
his opponents in the house dare to hint such a charge.
I find the patriotic old lowyer replying to this earnest
appeal, with a statement of * great inconveniences in
having such a sub-commirtes,” and an entreaty & “ have
it well eonsidered of : " —but not a word of reproach on
the motives of Eliot.

Tt is necessary that 1 should now advert to the terms
on which Eliot and his friends in this pacliament con-
sented to furnish supplies for the Spanish war. On the
gross ahuse of these supplies, their subsequent hitter op-
position was most justly founded.

Their earnest desire to see James's mean subserviency
to Spain at once destroyed, never for an instant blinded
them to the serious consequence of pressing the peaple by
heavy subsidies. Nine hundred thousand pounds had
been demanded. They granted three hundred thousand ;
promising more, if, in the right prosecation of the
contest, mare should become necessary. Over and over
aguin they distinetly stated, that the country was not in
a eondition to hazard a general war ; and, by many gharp
stipulations, they restricied hostilities to one object, spe-
cific and defined. They seem, indeed, to have had
some renson, before the fnal arrangement, o suspect the
gross duplicity? which had heen practised on them by
Buckingham, and to have resolved to defend their own
policy at all events. They declared, that their oliject,
in so earnestly promoting war, was the recovery of the
Palatinate, and that alone: that hostilities with Spain,

1 Cammuns® Journals, March 17, 153
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therefore, were to be entered into, only inso far as that
branch of the house of Austrin was expected to assist
the others in retaining the territory of the elector pala-
tine. Nothing could be more distinct than their stipu-
lations on this point,  They were recognised before the
death of James. No war with Spain was proclaimed,
though correspondence with its court was broken ; and
when Mansfield received his commission, with twelve
regiments, for the serviee of the Palatinate, he was re-
quired * mot to make any invasion, or do any act of war
against the country or dominion,” of the king of Spain.!
How fur this first condition was preserved, we shall
shortly have occasion to see.  Another eondition there
was, proposed by the king himself, that in order to
insure the application of the grant to the purposes songht
to be nttained, it should be paid into the hands of eom-
missioners, appointed by the house, who should expend
the money upon that business alone, for which it was
granted.® The rupture of peace was no headlong enter-
prise, plunged into by the parlismentary leaders, without
regard to the issue, or the means of its attainment.3
Meanwhile, during these negotistions, no popular
grievance was lost sight of. Up to this period, a
couplet familiar in the common mouth had embodied
the histbry of parlisments :
IR

1 Rushworth, vol L pe 16, 15
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With the exception of the subsidy bill of 1621, no bill
had been allowed to puss for the space of thirteen years.
Legislation was now st last resumed. Messures wene
passed to veform many grievances in the law, and in
prevention of vexatious prosecutions. * Their long
counsels, which had been wenther-bound, eame to a
quiet road, and their vessel was lighted of starntes which
are of immortal memory.” | The greatest of all these
was that which abolished monopolies for the sale of
merchandise, or for using any trade. It was nobly -
drawn up by Coke, Eliot, Philips, and other members,
85 & mere declaratory statute, reciting that such mo-
nopolies were already contrary to the ancient and fun-
damental laws of the realm, * It was there supposed,”
says Hume, * that every subject of England had entire
power to dispose of his own actions, provided he did
no injury to any of his fellow subjects ; and that no
prerogative of the king, no power of any magistrate,
nathing but the authority alone of laws, could restrain
that unlimited freedom.” ! Following upon this mea-
sare, and of an importance no less great, came the im-
peachinent of the lord treasarer Mididlesex, For two
centuries,— with the single exeeption of the case of
Bacon, too feeble to fix, with any certainty, the prece-
tlent,— that grand constitutional right had lain dormant,
It was now asserteldl with eagermess by the commons,
and promoted hotly by Buckingham, who hasd long
bated the growing independence of the power of Mid-
dlesex, and as his caprice had raised him from ob-
scurity, now turned to bunt him to disgrace. In vain
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the shrewdness of James remonstrated, — By God,
Stenny, you are a fool, and will shortly repent thie
folly ; and will find that, in this fit of popularity, you
are making a rod with which your own breech will be
scourged.” In vain he turned to the prince, and, with
a bitterness of prophecy, like that of Bacon to Mid-
diesex (* Remember that a parliament will eome !™),
told him that he would live * to have his belly full of

iamen im ments.” ! The commons were
Fﬂmﬁﬂ:ﬂhﬂd m“r!pmcml.mm; proved the guilt of the Tord
treasurer? ; and rescued from the disuse of centuries,
and beyond the chance of reeall, & vital parliamentary
right against future ministers of the erown.

James never forgave this. Facket tells us that, in
reference to the matter, “° he was quipt every day with
ignominious taunts, that the kind correspondencies be-
tween him and the parliament began to have a cloud
over them.”* There were other causes besides this.
Further grivvances remained to be discussed, and the
house had entered upon them with unwearying zeal. The
king then gave them to understand, that though they were
to apply redress 1o some known grievances, they were
not to go on seeking after more ; and shortly afterwards,
in discontent, prorogued them.* He had failed in the
object of his concessions. He fancied they would have
put him in possession of more money and more power.
“ He let fall some flowers of his crown,” says the
quaint Hacket, * that they might gather them up;

I Claremdon, Hist p @
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which, indeed, was no more than defuvium pennariim,
the moulting of some feathers, after which the eagle
would fiy the better.” !  Much to the astonishment and
disgust of the eagle in question, however, messures
which had for their object the clipping of his wings,
the effectusl marring of his royal flights, had appeared
to he ripening daily. Under these circumsiances, on
the 20th of October, 1624, the day to which the par-
linment had been provogued, the parliament was finally
diszolved.

The death of James, sudden and mysterions, fol-
lowed elose upon this event ; and the house of commons
was almost instantly challenged to a contest by his ill-
alvised successor. They had prepured themselves for
it by their exertions of the last five and twenty years.
They had obtained litile, it might be said, in respect of
distinet enactments ; but they had fenced themselves
round with privileges, never to be questioned more, by
favourites or by monarchs.  *° They had rescued from
disuse their ancient right of impeachment ; they had
placed on record a protestation of their claim to debate
all matters of public concern ; they had remonstrated
against the usurped prerogatives of hinding the subject
by tion, and of levying customs at the ount-
posts ; they had secured beyond controversy their ex-
clusive privilege of determining contested elections of
their members,”?  Vast rights remained yet to be as-
serted, oppressive wrongs to be redressed ; but an in-
creasing energy in the nation gave new confilence and
gtrength to its representatives ; and they nszembled ot
the summons of the new monarch, immediately after
his accession, more than ever proudly watehful of pri-
vilege, and more than ever sternly resolved on ool
government.  In this parliament, which met at West-
minster on the 18th of June, 1625, Eliot was sgain at
his post. He took his seat with a new colleague, Mr.

| Lifeof ‘Willlams, vel L p 156
# Hallam, vol i p 58
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Ralph 8pecot, for the same borough as before— that of
N

It may be well, before we listen to the comments of
Mr. D'Israeli, and of others from whom a more liberal
consideration was to be expected, as to the severe con.
duct of this parliament to their young sovereign, to
ask whether any ressonsbie foundstion of confidencs
had been Inid between them before their meeting this
day? Had any symptome of a pew and better ad-
ministration appeared in any quarter of the government?
Did faveuritism, intrigue, or corruption, seom to have
abated a jot of their all-governing influence at conrt ?
Had oppression and injustice, even for the fow little
weeks of the new reign, ceased to harnss the nation ?
But for so short a time, had the doetrine and the pric-
tice of absolute power and monarchy imprescriptible,
been vailed before the presence of the people, as their
new inheritor, with admirable hypoerisy, vailed his
crown before that people’s representatives, on this day of
thedr assembling 7 |

The answer which history gives to these questions is
a just warrant for the murmurs of distrust which, in
his progress to his first parlisment, already sounded in
the ears of the monarch ; which seattered the seeds of
disaffection in all directions: and planted bitter thorns
in the young erown, as yet scarcely settled on the
temples of its wearer.

To the amazement of all, the statement made to
James's last parliament by Buckingham, and corrobo.
rated by Charles, had been discovered to b one tissne
of gross falsehoods. Om thar statement, it has been
seet), the war with Spain was undertaken, We have
Claréndon’s authority for asserting that they knew it to
be untrue.®  * Bat yet,” says Rushworth, * the prinice
g L R g e e, ot
walenl difin - e,

¥ Clarendon, Fist of Robellon, wol L g 18, folin ed, A reforence to

the procesdings on the mutual Buekingherg and Wristal, in
worth's Srsi wolume, or n the sixth and sventh valumes g:hllm
P

r¥ Histery,” will supply very satisfactory monms of judjment



SIR JOON ELIOT. 29

not only gave the testimony of his silence to these un-
truths, but, on its being reported to the house the same
duy, approved thereof there also.” ! The inevitahle
discovery of the truth, therefore, by the ardival of
Bristol, now completely shattered all the popularity
which Charles and Buckingham had acquired in the
lust reign, from the breach of the Spanish treaties. But
it did more. Tt inflamed displeasure by the shame of
imposition ; and peisoned at onee those fresh springs of
publie confidence, which a new king has, as it were, a
right to elaim us his own. Nor was this sll. With an
almost indecent haste, the king had entered into a mar-
riage with a danghter of Roman catholic France ; had
eohsented to certain seerct articles in the settlement of
the marriage, in favour of her religion ; had agreed to a
suspension of the penal laws against the catholics ; and,
as an earnest of his promised indulgences, had already
granted to several Romish priests a special pardonm,
without the formulity even of a conviction, of all offences
committed by them against the penal laws, In fact, of
his own ineonsiderate will, he had provoked in the
English nation that precise shame of religious subjection,
to avoid which they had been anxious to rush into a
war with Spain. Nor was this the only religious wrong.
Symptoms had shown themselves of an unholy belfum
episcopale at home. Land's celchrated scheduole of ee-
clesipstics, hranded with the letters O and P, as they
happened to be orthodox, or suspected puritan, had
already been discussed in the mimsterial councils, and
had been felt also in portentous signs of that exclusive
system of church patronage, the subsequent effects of
which were g0 terrible.®

"This parlinment, therefore, shaped their determin-
atione accordingly, Their first efforts were directed to

on this and other important points copnected with the Spanish ‘bsabrurna.

Mothisg, as Mr, Hallam remarks (vol. | Const. Hist p 1, eun be mine

Fratuitoas, or indeed bmpassibde, than wmany of Mr. Hume's Easy LAY
o

U Hrgshwarth, s, Coll wol. i..-tu?d- ef pry. il T6EL
T b, wvul. kg 16T, JOA  Bew Laumd's [Nary.



BEITIEH STATESMEN. =

30
secure the fotore sufety of the people by an enlarge-
ment of the basis of popular representution.! Omn a
jon of the king’s demand for supplies, Eliot and
his friends went up to him with an address, respectfully
and cautiously worded, promising supplies, but claiming
the redress of grievances. The intemperate and threat-
ening answer of the king had no effect on the steady
purposes of these great men.  They voted tonnage and
poundage for one year. The house of lonls, disdaining
to accept it with such a limitation, rashly rejected the
bill. Still the commons were not alarmed. They pur-
sued their own course calmly ; granted the king readily,
s they had promised, two subsidies ; and were pro-
ceeding to votes of inquiry and censure into various
wrongs and grievances, when the plague suddenly broke
oput in London., The major part of the members ob-
jected to continue at their post. ** While we are now
speaking,” said one, * the bell is tolling every minute.”
An adjournment to Oxford was consequently proposed,
and, after a vast deal of squabbling between the king
and hiz two rival ministers, granted. Williams and
Buckingham, now coming {ast (o an open rupture, could
not but illustrate the truth of the old saying.® Just as
the house wag adjourning to Oxford, however, sir John
Eliot, with characteristic spirit, rose and made the fol-
lowing motion, — ** An order, that within three days
ifter our next meeting, the hoose shall then be called,
anid the censure of the house to pass upon all such as
ghall then be absent.” Ever true and sincere himself,

I See Flanville's Reparts, * Ruskworth, Hist Coll wel L p 170
quasel will Be fonatel o WE. 1Y Israeits woereh ety of the Kines fek
w onitiel i Mr. DV laraehi’s secred histury of the ki fhrpt
minlstern, * Commentaries,” wol, I pp 240473, Ii“nl. ™ hm i
Leeckit affulr,  * Never trust,” pays that exesllent moralist, Jonathan
Wild, ** never trust the man who kas reasos to suspect you know he has
injured you.” The srchbishop and the duke actod with decision o this
maxim.  While the worthy prelate was intriguing deeply fir the dokes
immpeschment, the no less worthy peer was ehp,;gl imp slmilar Fisr
the rin of the bishop See Hrodies HisL of Brie Fmp val EL AL
i's Life of Laml, p. 110, Hackot's Serinia =i,

ﬁ. 17,08 Hulh-'uﬂ!'l.rnli. I all thakr dfspistes, however, 1 |nmfwn_
e s the iberdibod avantnge ; and hemist have storeled Burkingham nat
afeiewhen hemaiddenly whisperedin his grace's par the e W e, —
* N mun fhas by s el shew himuself asgry with the people of Englasd™
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he would consent to no adjournment which had mot
some chanee, in the sineerity of others, of answering
the end proposed.!

In the course of the proceedings before this adjourn.
ment, I shiould mention, that I have observed a circum-
stance which seems likely to have been the origin of
sir Thomas Wentworth's dislike of Eliot. A feeling of
bitterness unquestionably existed between them during
the greater part of their parliamentary career.® Mr,
D'Isracli does not fail to suggest, that Wentworth might
have * disdained the violence and turbulence of Eliot ;"
and he goes on to state all the malicious motives that have
been supgested on both sides by Hacket and his hero.
Even Mr. Hallam is betrayed, I think, on this point,
into an unworthy admission,  Always jealous,” he
says, speaking of Wentworth, “ of a rival, he contracted
a dislike for sir John Eliot, and might suspect that he ~
was likely to be anticipated by that more distinguiched
patriot in royal favours.”? Such a supposition, on
Wentworth's part, supposes o possibility of its truth on
Eliot's. [ believe the dislike to have originated in no
guch matter ; but, on the contrary, in Eliot's keen pe-
netration and unswerving senee of justice. T find that,
shortly after this first parliament assembled, & dispute
upen the validity of sir Thomas Wentworth's retum for
the county of York came before the house. Sir Johm
Saville elaimed a new election. This was opposed by the
court party, who, for ressons best known to themeclves
and the intrigning archbishop Williams, supported
Wentworth.®  Eliot, on the other hand, supported the

:mmluh:ﬂﬂ.:ﬁggu:rm runs thus - =" Sir John Ehot of
the west, anid sir ‘Thomas Wesntworth of the nerth [the northern ook,
b aftorwands ealls him), both in the prime of ther age and wits,
comspirunias for able spenkery, clashod sn ofien in the hause, e

sl
e annther with strong eantradictions, that it grew fron an
katbon between them to an eomil e Srerinia Heserads.
; T

¥ Cppstitutionsl History, vol i p &7 .
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claims of Saville; and impressed their justice so forcibly
on the popular side of the house, that the election of
Wentworth was declared wvoid,! From this T date the
hatred of the fotare earl of Strafford towards one whom
no court intrigue eould influence, whom no friendship
could persuade, to desert the great principles of publie
and of private justice. Wentworth was again returned ;°
thenceforward opposed Eliot whenever he was ahle ;
and, when that great statesman had perished in the
catise 5o basely forsaken by himself, he sneeved at him
as a ** fantastic apparition ;" and never ceased to spit
forth venom to the creature Laud against his memory
and glory.

Sir John Eliot, however, was on the eve of illustrat-
ing, by & more striking example, this great feature in
his character., ‘Though he still held the office of vice-
admiral of Devonshire #, he felt that the time had at
Inst mrrived, which left him no alternstive of choice,
with reference to the lord high admiral. Up to this
period he had sostained, as is sll but certain from the
the proofe I huve alleged, a personal intercourse with that
nobleman, and was certainly still econnected with him
in office. His duty now required that this should
cease. His youthful companion had long been lost in
the psmpered minister of kings, his superior in office

b won tham eared 1o be obdurate ;* and it is very cerfain that he lonked
r the moaner lond Saville in futuro [the of whose elevation by
e by is 'Ihlﬁl:ﬂ"j' masatatod by Hiito) with a atlll more contemyrtums
morn.  Buot PrESERE case wWas xh.ll]‘;la' i @l Fustice,  Whal it precise
meritn were, | mm unable to mate; bul thar Wentwortli was
tm"li.ﬂ“b the mos{ wnscrupnlous ood disgraceful expedienls in forther-
ance il his gown nima, i evident fron what we Kiow of hls conduct at a
HMWJTM"LE &t‘“hrnls":“m:mnl?fmﬂ i for York In Ll ‘The
ntes ware Wentwor vilke, & the af state.
Wemtwarth, having seewred s awn returmn, t:::'ut_r me provike
the fresfhiolien & Baville, and, sall & hetmive of Cabverc's fallure,
fromi kis kiowlkslge of the extenive uemﬁhhmmu?m o
the secretary in these worils: =1 have heard that whon wr Francls
Durcy opposed sir Thamus Luke, in o matter of like nature, (e ks of
the councl] writ to slr Francis to desiat. T kaow my kil chaneelioe s very
of yma in this baskness @ 5 word In him, and such & letter would
make an end of all ® — Steqfford’s Sase Papers, vol Lop 1l
V Commons® Juurmal, July 4 The motkon of * Mr. falicitor * for coun-
sall fie Wentworth, was defeated by o majoriey of thirty.nine.  'Wentworth
aE n new electin wai in refiammed.
P:h.“' M58 am, e of Mead to alr Martin Stuterille, dated
N
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was beneath him in public honesty. Both were aban-
doned. Sir John Eliot now saw, in the speedy destruc-
tion of Buckingham, the only destruction of that power
behind the throne which was greater than the throne itself,
and was daily becoming more and more fatal to the
people.!  He had at last concentred in his own person,
and in those of his servile adherents, the most consider-
ihle offices of the crown, aml in his single existence
seemed to be content to involve the question of the
privileges of the nation. Eliot, contented also with
that issue, buckled himself to the destruction of the
minister with terrible earnestness,

It is a striking tribute to the honesty of Eliot that
the dishonest men of all parties declared themselves in
turn againat him. Archhishop Williams, in his ahject
paper of apology to the king, to diselaim sll eonnection
" with any of the stirring men,” declared that about
this time * sir Juhn Eliot, the only member that began
to thrust in a complaint against me, wos never out of
my lord duke's chamber and bosom.”* This, one of
the eringing falsehoods of that learned divine, simply
proves that Eliot hated sycophancy in every shape,
whether popular or aristoeratic, and was equally apposed
to the duke, and to Williams, the duke's mortal enemy.
At the very moment when the lie was so hardily as-
serted, he had been appointed one of the seoret mana-
EeTR to prepare an impeachment against Buckingham,

This charge is yet scarcely so preposterous as one
of & similar character, belonging also to this period,
gravely brought forward by Mr, I¥Israeli. * That sir
John Eliot,” says that writer, ** was well known to the
king, and often in the royal circle, appears by sir

! ® The whobe power af the ki graaped by his insatishie homd §
"hlhbeh;hmr: m:mnn'a master, and held,
invested in his slngle tha mist cotsklerable offives of the crown, " —
Hume's History, vol, v. p 137, K,
vanoed ; and who he but frown wpos, must be threen dewn," —
’Bndnm-:,mi_ This would have been better guessal, as 1
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John's complaint in the parliament at Oxford in 1625,
of six Romish priests being lately pardoned, which the
duke had prevailed upon the king to be done, in his

ce, at Hampton Court.” Whereupon Mr. IVls-
raeli eoncludes that ** Eliot, like sir Dudley Digges, was
in fact & great servant of the duke's,” L This is an
oddly emphatic instance of perverse misrepresentation,
ar 1 would scarcely hazard the reproach of tediousness
in refuting it. Archdeacon Echard is Mr. ' Israeli's
suthority.? Roger Coke 1 discover to have been the
only authority for archdescon Echard. 1 quote the
original passage. “* When the purlinment met at Ox-
fard” (says Coke, plagiarising a previous statement by
Hacket), * the speaker had no sooner taken his chair but
a western knight enlarges the sense of his sorrow that
he had seen a pardon for six priests besring test July
12.; whereasbut the day before it, when they were to part
from Westminster, the lonl keeper had promised in the
king’s name before them &ll, that the rigour aguinst the
priests should not be deluded.” 4 Oldmixon, quoting
this sccount, makes the western knight sir Robert
Philips of Somersetshire, and guotes it correctly
enoughd  The archdeacon, on the other hand, takes
for granted that the western knight must have been sir
John Eliot of Cornwall ; and, with his usual incorrect-
ness, coupling the passage with a few wonds that go
before i, stating that the king had signed the parden
in the presence and by the influence of Buckingham,
tortures it into what Mr. D'Ismeli has adopted.
And Mr. D'lerasli consummates the series of misre-
presentations by supporting upon their asuthority a
charge of sycophancy against Eliot! 1 have now to
state that whatever demerit artaches to the circumstanee
must be removed from Eliot, and from Philips also ;
for that the * western knight"” who ¢ enlarged the

4 Oldminon's Histery, p 78 ed 1730
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sense of his sorrow " was sir Edwand Gyles, one of the
the Cornish members. |
Eliot had more stirring game in hand. Scarcely had
the parliament resssembled at Oxford when seeret in-
telligence reached him that the loan of ships which had
been promised to the king of France, at the close of
the late reign, for the purpose of employment againet
the Spanizh interest in Italy and the Valtoline, had
been perverted, by the deliberate treachery of Bucking-
ham and his minion the king, to the use of the French
catholics against the huguenots of Rochelle.? He
saw and seized his opportunity. He hurried down to the
the hiouse, and implored them to grant no further sup-
plies, for thar there were heavy grievances to be eon-
sidered. Churles having heard this, summoned the
houses to meet him at the great hall in Christ Church,
to ““ convinee them of the necessity of considering his
| Commams* Journale, 15t of Augast, Brodie gives the name correctly,
vol Il p 74 mnm{hhmmm. vol. L poiTA. 1 was soime-
what mcrprisad ta find, from the prefoce to Mona, Gulsats vivld * Histoize
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B e e B o
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business first.” Under his direction, his ministers then
detailed his wants ; and to prevent the effect, so much
dreaded, of the disclosure of the sffair at Rochelle,
secretary Cooke told the commons, with a eocol and
deliberate hypocrisy, that “ the French king chose
to gheath his sword in the bowels of his own sub-
jeets rather than declare war against the catho-
lies”* ! After the conclusion of this conference, the
members of the commons returned to their house, and
sir John Eliot rose. He implored them to pause be-
fore they yielded up their only irresistitle arguments
for good government. ** It is notusual,” he said, * to
grant subsidies upon subsidies in one parlisment and no
grievances redressed.” He then boldly stated that the
treasury had been misemployed, that evil counsels
guided the king’s designs, that the necessities of the
nation had arisen through improvidence, and that they
hail meed to petition the king for a strait hand and »
better counsel to manage his affuirs. ¥ Next, he © de-
sired there might an sccount be given for all the
monies given in parliament since the 12th of king
Jumes, with some invectives against the commissioners,
whom he called the pretending sparers of the king's
purse ; laying to their charge the loss of thousands of
men’s lives in our late expeditions by lund and sea.™ ®
He reserved his heaviest blow for the last, aiming it
with a deadly effect against Buckingham. **1 desire
o know,” said Eliot, ** whether the money designed for
the Palatinate did not maintain the ships sent against
Rochelle 2" 4  The commons, inflamed by this address,
threw cut intelligible hints of impeiching Buckingham.
The king, exasperated in the extreme, threatened a dis-
solution, while he urged once more his necessities.
Cold and resolute was the answer of the commons.
“ Wecessity is a dangerous connsellor, and is a conti-
nual argument of supplies in all parlisments. Those

e B e s
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who have put the king and kingdom into such a neces-
sity and hazard ought to answer for it, whosoever they
be.” | This ominous allusion more nearly alarmed the
king, and an abrupt dissolution followed. Parlinment
was dismissed on the 12th of August.”

It was speedily re-summoned ; but disgraceful seenes
had intervened. The king, under the advire of Buck-
ingham, had openly dispensed with the laws. Letters
had been issued by order of council, under the privy
seal, foreing loans from private persons®, generally those
who were connected with the popular party, for the
mad purpese of carrying on the Spanish war ; and the
Spanish war wes carried on, up to the disastrous, ill-
concerted, and most wretchedly conducted, expedition
to Cudiz. Parliament could then be warded off no
longer, bated as was even its name. Buckingham,
with an ominous foreboding of the future, strove to dis-
qualify the leading men, by getting them pricked as
sheriffs of their respective counties.  Eliot, it is said,
was the chief object of his anxiety on this head 4 ; but,
in Eliot's ease, he found it impracticable. I think it
probable, however, that the duke prevented his elec-
tion for Newport. Here was only a means of greater

| Rushworth, wol. | p 190

2 M. Hitme, in one of the early passages of hin history (which romaing
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triumph, He presented himself to bis native county
of Cornwall, and was instantly returned by the electors.!
1t was an age when the middle and lower ranks of the
shared o common enthusissm, and were inaceess-
ible alike to fear or to favour. It is striking, and even
affecting, to mark the quiet calmness with which Eliot
now sought to provide, that the risk and danger, to
which he knew his conduet in the coming parliament
must expose himself, might not fall heavily on his
children. He assigned over every portion of his most
extensive estates in trust to relatives for the benefit of
his family,® Having done this, he repaired to his place
in thé house of commons, resolved, at whatever hazard,
to strike down the great traitor who had imperilled the
liberty and the property of the kingdom.
At Westminster, on the fith of February, 1626, this
“ great, warm, and ruffling 2" parlinment assembled.
Eliot hal scarcely taken his semt, before his vehement
eloquence, overflowing with embittered invective, was
heard tlundering against the doomed minister, 1In his
style of oratory, a singular power of severity and keen-
ness united itself with the clearest facility of detail, was
adorned with the most plessing classical allusion, and
was directed aguinst its object with such warmth and
earnesiness of passion as it is always most difficult to
resist. The case of the chaplain Montagn 4 was aban-
doned for the higher quarry @ searching committees were
appointed, and the defeats and disgraces of the nation
were traced home to Buekingham. The rage of the
king exceeded all bounds ; and, under its influence, he
sent an insolent message to the house, * I must let
you know, that I will pot allow any of my servants to
be questioned among you, much less such as are of
eminent place, and near unto me. * * I se you es-
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pecially aim at the duke of Buckingham. * * 1 would
you would hasten for my supply, or else it will be worse
for yoursélves ; for if any evil happen, 1 think T shall
e last that chall feel it."! Eliot smiled at this
impotent mge. © We have had a representation of
great fear,” he said ; “ it 1 hope that shall not darken
our anderstandings. Our wills and affections were never
more elear,” he continued, ** more ready, as to his ma-
jesty ; but we are baulked and checked in our forward-
ness by those the king entrusts with the affaire of the
kingdom.” Again he inflamed the house by comments
on the Spanish expedition. “ The last action was the
king's first action ; and in this the king and kingdom
have suffered dishonour. We are weakened in our
strength and eafety; our men and ships are lost.” Then
followed a bitter taunt against even the personal courage
of Buckingham, who, it will be recollected, had left the
command of the expedition to sir Edward Ceeil. * The
great genieral hiad the whole command, both by sea and
lani ; and could the great gemeral think it sufficient to
put in his deputy and stoy nt home?” The orator
next, taking advantage of the excitement of his hearers,
thundered forth questions of & more fatal meaning.
“ Are not homours now scld, and made despicable ?
Are not judicial places sold # And do not they then sell
justice again # Fendere jure potest—emerat ille prius.”
After some well-employed classical allurions, Eliot pro-
ceeded thus: — * 1 shall, to our present case, cite two
precedents, The first was in the eleventh year of
Henry 111. 'The treasure was then much exhausted ;
many disorders complained of ; the king wronged by
ministers. Many subsidies were demanded in parlis-
ment, but they were denied ; and the lords and com-
mons joined to desire the king to reassume lands which
had been improvidently granted, and to examine his
great officers, and the causes of those evils which the
people then suffered. This was yielded unto by the
king ; and Hugh de Burgo was found faulty, and was
! Whitloeke's n:ﬂm. pl
D
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displaced ; and then the commons, in the same pariia-
ment, gave supply. The second precedent was in the
tenth yesr of Richard II. Then the times were such,
~and places so changeable, that any great officer could
hardly sit to be warmed in his place. Supply was at
that parlisament required : the commans denied supply,
and compluined that their monies were misemployed ;
that the earl of Suffolk (Michsel de In Pole) then over-
ruled all ; and so their answer was, © they could not give;’
and they petitioned the king that a commission might
be granted, and the earl of Saffulk might be examined.
A commission,” Eliot eontinued, reserving himself for
a closing sarcasm at Buckingham, *at their request
was awarded ; and that commission recites all the evil
then complained of ; and that the king, upon the pe-
tition of the lords and commons, had granted that exa-
mination should be taken of the crown lands which
were sold, of the onlering of his household, and the
disposition of the jewels of his grandfuther and father.
I hear nothing said in this honse of our jewels, nor will
I wpoak of them ; but I could wish they were within
these walls 1" 1 The effect of this speech was complete,
and in the midst of the general indignation excited, Dhr.
Turner’s resolutions, that “ common fame” was a good
ground of accusation sgainst Buckingham, were passed ;
and notice was sent to the duke of the procesdings.
against him. At the game time, in illustration of the
good faith with which they acted, they announced that
the king’s immediate necessities should be relieved while
his minister was brought to trial ; and they redecmed this
pledge by a vote for the grant of three subsidies and
three fifieenths.? The king now felt more strongly
than ever the imminent danger of his favourite, Again

| Buckingham had raised money upon the crown mw‘Erﬂ
the king's order, at the Straflord.  State Papets, vl L p

Ingram to Wentworth, Ow mlﬂnﬁ;lktmmwurmemmd
the last grest parlismentary hlstory, we vainly smong the debates
they have eollected fof this very rematkabie speech. It i in Rushworth,
mﬁ-mﬁp 20, and m the Oid Parlinmentary History, wol. vl
P hworth's Hist, Coll vl 1, p. 22 Whitlocke's Memorials, fu 3



EIR JOHN ELIOT. 41

he interfered, and again his interference was defeated
by the boldness of Eliot. Remember,” he said, ** that
parliaments are altogether in my power for their calling,
sitting, and dissolution ; therefore as 1 find  the fruits
of them good or evil, they are to continue or not to be." !
The commons retired to deliberate this with Jocked
doors, and the key placed in the hands of the speaker.
What passed in that memorable sitting did not publicly
transpire ; but I ean supply some poction of it ar least
from a manuseript letter of the time. * Sir John Elint
rose up and made a resolute (1 doubt whether a timely}?
speech, the sum whereof was, that they came not thither
gither to do what the king should command them, or
to abetain where he forbade them ; and therefore they
should continue constant to maintain their privileges,
and not do either more or less for what had been
said unto them.” 3  This ominous meeting with locked
doors alarmed the king ; negotiations were npened, ex-
planations offered, every possible resource of avoidance
attempted, but in vain. It wes too late to dispute the
right of impeachment after the precedents of Bacon and
Middlesex ; and the commons, after addressing the king
in decorous language, impesched Buckingham on twelve
articles, 4

Eight chief managers were appointed. To Pym,



48 WNITIEN STATESMFEN.

Herbert, Selden, Glanville, Sherland, and Wandesford,
was entrusted the duty of dilating upon the faets of the
impeachment ; to sir Dudley Digges the task of opening
the proceedings in & * prologue” was committed ; and
for sir John Eliot the arduons duty was reserved of
winding up the whole proceedings by ane of his im-
pressive perorations, that should serve as an ** epilogue”
to this mighty drama. They did not over estimate the
value of his eloquence, !

The speech delivered by him on this great occasion
i# an important chapter in his history. 8ir Dudley
Digges, a courtly patriot, had spoken the “ prologue” in
the highest prevailing etyle of ornate circumlocution and
queintly elevated metaphor. Professing to deliver him.
self in “ plain country language, setting by all rhetorieal
affectations,” the monarchy he compared to the creation,
the eommans to the earth, the lords to the planets, the
king to the glorious wun, the clergy 1o the fire, the
Jjudges and magistrates to the air, and the duke of Book-
ingham to & ecomet, * a prodigious comet” All this
was only = striking foil to the nervous and daring in-
vective, the clear and gorpeous declamation, of Elot.
The proud minister, who had kept his seat during the
harangue of Digges, insolently braving his accuser, and
Jeering his quaint expressions, was observed to leave the
house when Eliot, on the following day, aroee.® Tt was
well for himself that he had done so. Never was an
attack made, in that or any succeeding time, so eloquent,
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so hitter, o earnest, go disduinful. The orator exeslled
himself. He hul summoned to his serviee all his lite-
rary accomplishments, and he closely environed his ar-
gument with a passion that was absolutely terrible.

He began by deseribing the ambition of * this man,”
23 he disdsinfully termed the duke, impeaching it by
“ the common sense of the miseries and misfortunes
which the people suffer,” and protesting in eloguent
phrase against those high misdemeanors which * have
loat us the regality of our narrow seas, the ancient in-
heritanee of cur priness.” He then exposed, as “ full
of collusion and deceit,” the ™ inward charazter” of the
mind of Buckingham. * T can express it,” said Eliot
bitterly, ** no better than by the beast called by the an-
clents sfellionatus ; a besst so hlurred, so spotted, so full
of foul lines, that they knew not what to make of it.”
He next presented to their lordships  the duke’s high
oppression” in all its strange extent, ** not to men alone,
but to laws and statutes, to acts of council, to pleas and
decrees of court, to the pleasore of his majesty.” The
orator afterwards, having indulged some quiet sarcasms
at Buckingham, his victims, and his extortions, * ma-
thematically observed and exquisitely expressed, " —ad-
vanced to the most serious imputations, which he
handled with a fearful severity. ¢ That which was
wont to be the erown of virtue and merit is now become
& merchandise for the greatess of this man, and even
jostice is made his prey! The most deserving offices,
that require abilities to discharge them, are fixed upon
the duke, his allies, and kindred. He hath drawn to
him and his, the power of justice, the power of honour,
and the power of commanid, —in effect, the whole power
of the kingdom, both for peace and war!™  Eliot then
painted a mournful picture of the result of the favoar-
ite's extortions in the present state of the kingdom, the
“ revenues destroyed, the fountain of supply e:!uumd,
the nerves of the land Iﬂm&,"p‘lﬂiﬂgbﬂiki{,iﬂ.v_hﬂ
and indignant contrast, the gorgecusness of Bucking-
ham's possessions.  He intercepts, consumes, and ex-
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hausts the revenues of the crown, not only to satisfy his
own lustful desires, but the luxury of others; and, by
emptying the veins the blood should ron in, he bath cast
the body of the kingdom inte a high consumption.
Infinite sums of money, and mase of land exeeeding the
value of money, nay, even contribmtions in parliament,
have been heaped upon him ; and how have they been
employed ?  Upon costly furniture, sumptuons feasting,
and magnificent building, the visiliec evidences of the ex-
press echauating of the state ! And yet his ambition,” pro-
ceaded Eliot, alluding darkly to more dreadful charges,
 which is boundless, resteth not here, but, like a violent
flame; bursteth forth, and getteth further scope. Nat
satisfied with injuries and injustice, and dishonouring of
religion, his attempts go higher, —to the prejudiee of his
sovereign, The effects I fear to speak, and fear fo think.!
1 end this passage, as Cicero did in a like case, —ne gra- )
wiorifius winr verbis quam rei natura fert, aul levioribuz
guam couse necessites postulat,”

T'he closing passage of Eliot's speech was tremendous,
anid must have electrified the house.

“ Your lordships have an idea of the man, what he is
in himself, what in his affections [ You have seen his
power, and some, 1 fear, have felt it! You have known
his practice ; and have heard the effects. Tt rests then
to be considered what, being such, he is in reference to
the king and state—how compatible or incompatible with
either? In reference to the king, he must be styled the
canker in his treasure : in reference to the state, the
moth of all goodness, What future hopes are to be ex-
pected, your lordships may draw out of his actions and
affections. In all precedents 1 can handly find him a
mateh or parallel,.  None so like him as Sgjanus, thus
deseribed by Tucitus: — Audax sui obtegens, in alios ori-
minator, furta adulator et superbus. My lords, for his
pride and flattery it was noted of Sejanus that he did

I W feal with Eliot an this paint. The reader is referred to 8 foreible
in Mr. Brodie's Hutory of the British wul, ik m%
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clientes suos provinciis adornare, Doth not this man the
like ? Ask England, Scotland, and Ireland, and they
will tell you! Sejanus’s pride was so excessive, Tacitus
saith, that he neglected all counsel, mixed his business
and service with the prince, seemed to confound their
actions, and was often styled imperaforis luborum so-
ciur, How lately, and how often, hath this man com-
mixed his actions, in discourse, with actions of the king !
My lords, I have done. You see Toe san! Hy him
came all these evils ; in him we find the cause; on him
we expect the remedies ; and to this we met your lord-
ships in conference.”

The rage of the king, when told of Eliot's speech,
betrayed him. In a manuscript letter of the time the
writer alludes to the unsecmly anger displayed s
¢t private news which I desire you to keep to yourself
as your own, hy separating this half sheet, and burning
it or concealing it.” The allusion to the death of his
father, and to Sejanus, had strangely affected Charles.
- Impl!:it]?," he exclaimed, © he must intend me for
Tiberius | * | —and he hurried to the house of Jords to
compluin of sir John Eliot. Then began those cruel
persecutions which Eliot had foreseen, and prepared
himself for, and which were only exhausted at last in
the death of their illustrious object. He was that day
committed close prisoner to the Tower ; and, by an odd
kinid of chance, which may be worth noting for some of
my readers, was flung into the dungeon which, after a few
short months, received Felton, Buckingham’s assaesin,?

| Haripian M55 581 Letter of Mead, dated May 11 The writer sull-
weijisently sayd that sir Hobeni Cottun hael tokl him that the h".f' [
tlan towands the duke = was very admirshie — no whit lesemed. When

Charbes Endeed came in his fromm Whitehall 10 order Eliot ta the
Tower, Buckingham ust by his 1 MA letter to Mead
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Lvigges was also committed. The house of commons,
on hearing of this gross breach of privilege (the first of
that serics of open and undisguised outrages which
brought Charles to the seaffold), broke up instantdy,
notwithstanding & very heavy press of business before
them ; and, after dinner, many members met in West-
minster Hall, * sadly communicating their minds to
ong another.” ! The following moming they met in
the house ; but when the speaker reminded them of the
business of the day, —* 8it down ! sit down ! was
the general cry : no business till we are righted in our
liberties !*2 A sullen silence succeeded, which was
broken by the memorable expostulation of sir Dudley
Carlewon, the king's vicechamberlain. Unadvisedly he
let the court secret out! After complaining of the
violent and contemptuous expressions resorted o by
Eliot and Digges, he blurted forth as follows: —* I
beseech you, gentlemen, move mot his majesty with
trenching on his prerogative, lest you bring him out of
love with parfisments. In his messages he hath told
you, that if there were not correspondency between him
and you, he should be enforced to use mew counsels.
Now, I pray you to consider what these new counsels
are, and may be. [ fear to declare those that I con-
ceive. In all Christian kingdoms you know that
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bulent spirit of their parliaments, at length they, by
lictle and little, began to stand upon their prerogatives,
and st last overthrew the parlisments throughout Chris-
tendom, except here only with us. And, indeed, you
would count it & great misery, if you knew the subjects
in foreign countries as well as myself, to see them look
not like our nation, with store of flesh on their backs,
but like so many ghosts, and not men, being nothing
but skin and bones, with some thin cover to their
nakedness, and wearing only wooden shoes on their
foct; so that they cannet eat meat, or wear good
clothes, but they must pay and be taxed unto the
king for it. This is a misery beyond expression, and
that which yet we are free from.”! Poor sir Dudley
had scarcely delivered himeelf of this when his ears
were saluted with loud and unwelcome shouts — * To
the bar! to the bar!” He narrowly escaped the
necessity of apologising at the bar on his knees.
Ultimately Digges, coy patriot, having consented to
retract certain expressions complained of, was released.
Eliot, on the other hand, coldly and sternly refused to
listen to any proposals; and the king, unable to keep up
the strugsle, was obliged, after the expiration of eight
days, to sign & warrant for his release. On his re-
appearance in the house, the vice-chamberlain, by his
master’s command, repeated the charge of intemperate
language ; upon which sir John, instead of denying
anything he had said, or meanly endeavouring to ex-
plain away the harshness of the terms he had made use
of, in a remarksbly eloquent and sarcastic speech
avowed and defended every name he had applied to
Buckingham.? The spirit of this great man Communi-
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cated itself to the house ; and, by s unanimous vote,.
refusing even to order him to withdraw !, they cleared
him from every imputation.

Charles, nothing taught by this esregious failure,
contipued to play the minion to Buckingham, who had
now resolved, by another dissolution, to throw for his
only chanee of safety. This was, indeed, a desperate
siep, and so Charles would seem to have considersd it;
but his fears, his consciousness of the injuries he was
eommitting on his subjects, every thing sank before the
infiuence of the favourite, * The duke being in the
andience chamber, private with the king, his majesty
was overheard (as they tlk) to use these words : “ What
can 1 do more?* I have engaged mine honour to mine
uncle of Denmark, and other princes. | have, in a
manner, lost the love of my subjects.  What wouldest
thou have medo?* Whenee some think the duke moved
the king to dissolve the parliament.”? Or, it may have
been, the duke moved the king to get himself promoted
to the chaneellorship of Cambridge. Monstrous as it
appears, 4 royal message was sent forthwith to the con-
vocation, on the present occurrence of the vacancy,
ordering them to elect the duke! Vain was EVETY €n-
treaty to postpone the election ; at least until after the
event of the impeachment were known. It was earried®,
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and received the formal and elaborate approval of the
king. The commons, then, after a stormy debate, in
which Eliot took his wsual warm and vigorous part !,
sent to crave audience of his majesty * sbout serious
business coneerning all the commons of the land."” The
king returned answer, that they should hear from him
the next day. They did hear from him : the next day
they were dissolved * ; and the rash monarch proeeeded
to try the effect of those * new counsels” which he
and his servanits had so often threatened. \
These ®new counsels ' appeared in the shape of a
naked despotism. Every thing short of the absolute
surrender of the subject to the muskets of the soldiery
was resorted to; and we learn, from a remarkable passage
in Hume's history, good reasan why the new counsels
fell short of that * Had he possessed any military
foree,” says the philosophical apologist of Charles, * on
which he could depend, ‘tis not improbable that he
had, at once, taken off the mask, and governed without
any regard to parliamentsry privileges. * * * Buot his
army was new levied, il paid, and worse disciplined ;
nowise superior to the militia, who were much more
numerous, and who were, in a great measure, under the
influence of the country gentlemen.” *  As it was, the
mask was very clumsily kept on. The first thing at-
tempted under it was to cover, by a bungling impo-
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subsidies hed been voted in the last hoose of commons,
they could not legally refuse to pay them, though par-
Yament had been dissolved before the bill embodying
them had passed ; and they were lovied accordingly ! A
commission to improve the revenues of erown lands
went forth next on & mission of the grossest tyranny ;
and, following this, a commission to force the most
enormous penalties against religious recusants. Privy
seals for the Ioan of money were at the same time
jssued, in all directions, tomen of reputed property, and
an immediste advance of an hundred and twenty
thousand pounds was insolently demanded from the
city of Londen. Lastly, a levy of hips was ordered
from the port towns and counties adjoining —a forecast
of the memorable tax of ghip money.! As men
grieved and wondered at these things, the news arrived
of the defest of the king of Denmark at the hloody
battle of Luttern: and Charles seized the advantages
of this disaster to his ally, to execute s measure he
had long meditated, and of which all these oppressions
we have named were but even the feeble foreshadowing.
He sent commissioners into every quarter of the king-
dom, with the most frightfully inquisitorial powers, to
execute & cENERAL vomeep toaw.? He issued an
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elahorate proclamation at the same time, excusing these
new counsels by the exigence of the moment; and,
in private instructions to the clergy, ordered them to
use the pulpit in advancement of his monstrous pro-
jeots,!  Reverend doctors, with an obedient stare,
straightway preached illimitable obedience, on pain of
eternal damnation.? Imprisonment of various sorts
compensated for the inefficacy of religious anathemas.
The poor who could not, or would not, pay were pressed
into the army or the navy; substantisl tradesmen were
dragged from their families ; mgn of rank even were or-
into the palatinate * ; large batches of country gen-

1
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h 421 They had excellont imitatore 1 fiod m;? the Steans
& letter descrigtive of 4 sermon preached by the dean of Canterbary,
from which the neder muy take an extiact: —* It wae the of &
man renownl for wistom in our age, that if he wos commanded i palk
fineth b g i @ whiip thst hod neither mast nor tackling he woukd do it
And baing askel what wisidom that were, replind, the wisdom must L+ In
it that hath power (o command, oot 6 bin that comecience ks o
d-lt: The guestiva af the licemsing these sermoan for piblication Tk
to thie sumpenien of Ahbot from the see of Canterbury, — Abbat, bowever,
was no better than B bregher Lawd, probably o fittle worse, since the
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condugt of the former wzs ot kel intelilgible,  See History, from Mack-
intosh, vol v, p. ¥ The amchbishop’s ! ive in Rushworth, vl i
P AT 'n!lll-rrl Hoval sl Noble Authars, st Northompton,
note by Park.  Hallum's Const. Hist. vol.L p 570 nede.
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tlemen were lodged in custody 1; and as 2 punishment 1o
some, more aggravated and horrible, probably, than any
we have named, the remains of the disgraced and infa_
mous troopis that had survived the affair st Cadiz were
quartered upon thelr houses, in the midet of their
wives and children !2  And as these erimes had been
sanctioned by the ministers of religion, so the vile
laves who =at in the seats of justice were ordered to
confirm them by law. A voice or two that had hinted
from the bench a feehle utterance of opposition were
instantly stifled, and the conclave of judges remanded

an Lol service. 1 was willing.  After ton weeks wailing, they
tolid me 1'wag to g0 with a lond it the palatinate, and thit 1 oy have
ment there, and mesns befitting. I told them | wes 0 m EF t, and
dissire] menae  honee put an 'lH?’ eagerly, eme dealt nably. ey saut,
T misit go on 1wy own puree | told them meme sl mie erpennie
Bomg told me, T rasd gu. | began to think, what, s | Moue were
wver gent out i that way, Lawyers fobd me | conld sar bo so smt. Haring
this ssurance | demay muang, and Wik resalved not o stie but wpan
thasi teTms 3 amd, in :Hmmmz.lﬂului Upon this, having given
me & emmmand wn go, afer twelve days they tolil me they woubd pot send
_uunldiﬂ.hninuundmmmn:am. T knew that stome ekl
hit me, therefore D settled my troutidod estabe, and nddresced mysedf 0o (hat
serviee™  Ebot's eomments on this ussge were appropriastely bitier.
Parl. Hist. vol vik p dixg
! Smewmmushlupmhﬂudmmlmmmdufﬂumm
ment in the Fleet, the Gatehouse, the Marvhalsea, and Now Prison.
Elini was nn:hlin‘ ﬂ'};h’! Fist, §§ ﬂl‘Eiﬂnl.l_}fE{::ﬂﬂ: amd others,
WETE e i comflnemant, strict, i o, in e
aim;ﬂuu. Hampeien hadd boen thrown into the Gatehouse ot fipmn,
tmt was afirreends relpesed and st inte Hampshire, One snocdote
will lustraie the numberless I.nmmnrqmllmdmmim
m‘mﬂ] tmen recoklected me ] r ut who st this time shed fustoe an
e Engli :ll;‘num. Gﬂ;ﬁ-ﬂb}. af Marthamptonshire, being
as
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wai & flower ol the prerogative.™  The bord president pold him thut * he
liml1™  Catesby whouk his hend, oheerving, * 1 ceme not here to
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SR JOHN ELIOT. a3
five recusants, who had brought their habeas cor.
pas.!

Sir John Eliot, at this moment, lay a prisoner in the
Gatehouse, He had been foremost to refuse the loan,
was arrested in Cornwall, bronght before the council
tabile, and thence committed to prison. In prizon, and
before the council table, as in his place in the house of
commons, Eliot had the unfailing resource of, fearloss-
ness, and a composed vigour. Wherever creumstances
placed him, he knew that, so long as they left him life,
they left him able to peform its duties. From the
Gatehouse, he forwarded to the king an able argument
aguinst the loan, which he concluded by a request, urged
with a humble but brave simplicity, for his own im-
mediste release.  This document has been preserved.
It commences with a protest against the supposition
that * stubbornness and will” have been the motives

! The of str Thomas Darnel, lirlthn{'.nﬂ;ﬂ.h sir Walter Earl, sir
-Tnlml-l!::r:iﬂ::m ani sir Everand Im,'-h i# Fegsrtinl at great
E'!hll‘

IﬂlE-hinl.‘he
of the character of the crren lawyers and judges of the timee.  There s an
i LBl Shr

FXIDEe iR, edf mo seal ™ (L 4250 ot wir
Nhhllui-lrdﬂmu.:mdul ot twa of the judges [Jomes gnd
wh ant with the latter, shown a dicidel

g
townrds the prismiers during the argument, were Bt fo & bebier gn.
derstanding with sir Nlehalas before the deciston Ben the case was

sant before the house of lords, and the judges were, &0 to

:t upen thedr trial, judge Whitelock bettayed thesecret, * The eoammons,
saul, *do not know what betters and commands we receive,”  Tevond
all pruise wan the cowiduet of the eounsel etmployed for the priscoees on this
oitasion.  The mest undaunted cosrage exalted the profoundest know-
Jedge. Tblmflnnﬂﬂﬂnfﬂlm.mrheNUﬂmu?Mﬂug.mm
struck with an rminois effoct oo theoourt counciby, 1t was borw Lhat
Spliden threw out, in a pa
Juificimialy observed
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of the writer’s recent recusancy. * With a sad, yet
a faithfol heart,” Eliot continues, * he now presumes
to offer up the reasons that induced him. The rule of
justice he takes to be the law ; impartial arhiter of go-
vernment and obedience ; the support and strength of
majesty ; the obhservation of that justice by which sub-
jection is commanded.” Throngh a series of illustrious
examples the writer then advances to his position of
strict chedience to the laws, in the duty of resisting
their outrage. * He could not, as he feared, without
pressure to these immunities, become an actor in this
loan, which by imprisonment and restraint was urged,
contrary to the grants of the great charter, by so many
glorious and wictorions kings so many times confirmed.
Though he was well assured by your majesty’s promise
ﬂut it should mot become a precedent during the hap-
of your reign, yet he conceived from thence a
fear that succeeding ages might thereby take oceasion,
for posterity, to strike at the property of their goods.™
He concludes by assuring the king, that he will never
consent to * inconveniences in reason,” or to the dis-
pensation, violation, or impeachment of the laws. * No
factions humour, nor disaffection led on by stubbornness
and will, hath herein stirred or moved him, but the
just obligation of his conscience, which hinds him to
the service of your majesty, in the observance of your
laws; and he is hopeful that your majesty will be
pleased to restore him to your favour, and his liberty,
and to afford him the benefit of those laws which, in all
humility, he eraves.” ! Eliot probably never expected
that this petition would be granted. Its publication
effected his purpose in strengthening the resolutions
of the people; and he quictly waited in his prison
for the day of a new parliament.
This was precipitated by the insolent fury of Buck-

| Rushworth, vol L p 480 Whitlocks says that * Sir Joho Eliot took
*a“; %:::mm -huhllmndldm not * — Memoriols, p 5

'pmulhh-u rblh.l.ll,hwul kis (Eliog's) * counsl woakl
amist him otherwise,”
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ingham, who had consummated the desperate condition
of affairs by a new and unprovoked war with Franee. At
the suggestion of the duke's outraged vanity !, Charles
had dismissed the French servants of his young queen ;
she herself had been insulted * ; the remonstrances of the
French court amswered by o seizare of French ehips ;
and an expedition for the relief of Rochelle undertaken
by the very court whose treachery had so lately assisted
to reduce it. Recollecting the bitter sareusm of Eliot?,
Buckingham undertook the command of the present ex-

ition in person ; and, having concerted measnres so
wretchedly as to be obliged to disembark on the adjacent
Isle of Rhé, he there suffered his army to be baffled by an

;

1 Clarendon distinetly aasigns this & the motive ;=" In his embasty in
Flmmhh-rﬂln; and presence was wenderflil arlmired and

i
s

b
ik with, and outshined all the bravery that court could dress

able to return to Anne of Austria in all the of & CuCuEtTr,
now urged him to these pxtromities sgainst Franoe, thing in seaneely
eradible, but s HE!MHI[m tor have boen,  What i o be said of
the wretched weaknes of ¥ Ber Mimoires mdiditn du Comle da
Brisnoe, L Eclsircissements, Madame de Mottoville, Mimoires ' Anne
A" Antriche H.J.k'lil Ifﬂu'ti_: Charles, rrﬂﬂL P~ ﬂ.iﬂnﬂit‘ixfﬂ. al
Briish i Lisygard's History, vol ix, Cla=
rendon, g POl Curte (vol fr. p 152.) has aftemped th throw ik
erudit on it by the production of dstes from the Mercore Frangois, bot
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inferior foree, and to be at length overtaken in n sity-

ation where valour was of no avail, and where death
them dreadfully, without even the agency of

an enemy.! The result of this was in all

frightful ; mutiny proved the least of the dangers that

followed ; and the financial difficulties of the court he.

sants were set at Hberty, and writs for a new parliament
were issued.

Unprecedented excitement prevailed at the elections.?
8ir John Eliot was triumphantly returned for Cornwall ;
and every country gentleman that had refused the loan
was sent to the house of commons.  * We are without
question undone |" exclaimed a court prophet ; and the
king, agitated by fear and rage, prepared himself to * lif;
the mask.” Secret arders were transmitted to the Low
Countries for the levy of 1000 German horse, and the

! 8w a letter of Dhensil Hollis to Wentwnrth, Straffird Papers, vol i
B Rashworth, vol @ p, 65 Carte, val v, p 176 :tm Many
curious particulars, sl caperialiy the Tetters of Chardes to B tumm,
comteoted with this affuir, will be found in Hardwickes State
Tol L p I8 of sy 1 shiall bave to advert fo it agsin, in noticing one of

] .

g

in Bushwarth, vol. L oo 487.) into EL HTVw
of him. It is protisble that & rumour of Illmmuplnl with his silence uh
the affuir of the loan, led to his defeat ot the lection,
‘was warmly attached to him. It was at the meetings beld at hin howse,
‘where all the eminest men of the day assembiod, that Eliot's mtimats
M53. .f'::fc 1T : ' i o

IA-ulrmt!'rmlmlhmﬂpueuu,wIlrth.l _l"lIIFun:t
a lively nition of this exicitment 1t has fuite a quumnfru-._ There
wa & tortult election qfhum-uu“mi-tur: whereal the duke
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it from him by about & thouwand vojees, _;u-inih-rm
Cotton, besidisd ouir man amid Mr. Haywand, rhurmm;hunt:m
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purchase of 10,000 stand of arms, immedistely to be
conveyed to England.!

This famous third parlioment was opened by the king
at Westminster, on the 1Tth of March, 1628, in a
speech of insolent menace. If they did not do their
duty, be told them, * I must use those other means
which God hath put into my hands, to save that which
the follies of other men may ctherwise hazard to lose.
Take mot this as threatening ; 1 scorn to threaten any
but my equals.”? Wonderful was the temper and
decorum with which the great leaders of that powerful
house listened to this pitiful display. The imagination
rises in the contemplation of the profound statesmanship
which distinguished every movement of these men, and
it is difficult to deseribe it in terms of appropriate
praise. Conscious of the rigour of the duties they had
to perform; for these they reserved their strength. Not
a word wag wasted before the time of sction came, not
an energy fell to the ground as too great for the oe-
cagion, A resolved composure, a quiet confidence, steadily
shone from their slightest preparation ;—and the court,
who had looked to strengthen themselves by the pro-
vocation of outrage, were lost in & mixed feeling of
wonder and doubt, perhaps of even hope, ™ Was it
possible that the * new counsels’ had cooled the fire of
patriotism ?*  Finch, 8 man known to be favourably
affected to the court, was chosen speaker. *° Was the

! There b oo doubt of this. The pretence afterwards asigned ws o
defend the kingdom from invasion (Carte v, p. 155 ; bt the resl object
wan to cverawe the howse of comemans,  See Kushworth, wol L r 4T A
cotnmission wad isupd 8t the sme time (coneurrend with tha ssuing of
the election writs [] to eertzin privy eouneillors, t eonsider of raldng

by Imposithons, or :ﬂhu‘l.rl.qﬁl"-huﬂn form- anl eircumsianee
“L;l tsgd with, rather than the substance be lost, ™ These schemss
wer all dx.w.l bt 'r}hr_lrducmm neressanly exaspersted the commeme.
— Ruwahoworth, vl L s

2 Rushworth, vel i p 477 The men to whom this foslish impertinenog
e T
::T ns fiall as oiwe could sit by another ; and they say it is the most
noble and magnasifmeais assembly that ever these walls contained.  Amd 1
beard & bard intimste they weee altde (o buy the upper house [his majesty
only exvepted) thrice mﬂ,nut-tﬂ:-tlnﬂl? there be of Lords temporal b0

the namber of 1i8: and whot ford in K&vﬂkwﬂ
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expediency of some compromize recognised at last?”
A resolution was passed to grant a supply, no less than
five subsidies, and to be paid within twelve months !
* 'Was all this possible *"—* Were these the men who
had been sent from every quarter of the country to op-
pose the court, to resent the wrongs of their constituents,
and toavenge their own ?” 01d secretary Cooke hurried
down with feeble haste w grasp at the subsidies. He
was then quietly told that they could not be paid ; that
the bill for collecting them, indeed, should not be
framed, until certain necessary securities were given by
the king for the future enjoyment of liberty and pro-
perty smong the subjects of the kingdom. The crest.
fallen ministers resorted to their hypocritical arts of
evasion and refusal: the patriot leaders prepared for
action. The consummate policy we have described had
resolved the dispute into the clearest elements of right
and wrong ; and the position of the commons against
the court was firmly and immovably determined.) What
they had resolved to do could now be done; and, the
court policy once openly betrayed, the passisnate elo-
quence of Eliot was heard, opening up to the public
abhorrence the wounds that had lately been inflicted
upon the liberties and laws,2

! T refer tha rensler, for the only exact acoount of the proceedings of this
w the purmals and fen L. !'..in'ﬁnﬂiul‘l descritul e cos-

of the coundry party very faithiully, = They nivanced step
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short space of twelve wonths, Fat no an, oo cntreasy
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conditian that be should give his sssent o Hise libertics
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The result, after many commitices on the Hberty of
the subject, was a resolution to prepare the memorable
petition of right.! Sir John Eliot took part in all the
debates ; lified them to the most vigorous and passion-
ately determined tone ; and now acted in all respects as
the great leader of the house.

Charles's attempts to get hold of the subsidies con-
tinued to be unceasing, and every art was resorted to by
his ministers. Buekingham, meanwhile, covered with
i recent failures and disgraces, had hitherto kept him-
gelf ont of view ;: and it is another proof of the noble
policy we have characterised in every movement of the

pular leaders at this time, that, intent upon their
grander objects, they passed the subdued favourite, so
long as he waes not intruded before them, in contempt-
uous silence. The court party, however, rarely failed

g

anee every yoar they held a solomn fesst for thalr sloves, st which they
haxd Ekerty, without t o spenk what they would, therchy tn e
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to misconstrie conduct of this sort; and now, with &
fatal preciptancy, presumed upon this silence. Cooke,
the king's secretary, by way of an inducement to mffir
him to touch the subsidies, assured the house that the
king was very grateful for their vote ; and, moreover,
that Buckingham had implored his majesty to grant all
the popular desires.! An extract from a manuseript letter
of the time will convey the most lively notion of what
followed. ** Bir John Eliot instantly leapt wp, and taxed
the secretary for intermingling a subject’s speech with
the king's message. 1t could not become any subject to
bear himself in such a fashion, as if no grace ought to
descend from the king to the people, nor any loyalty
ascend from the people to the king, but through him
only. Whereunto many in the house made an exclam-
ation, “Well spoken, sir John Eliot1'”2 From a
more detailed report I will give an extract of this
speech, happily characteristic of Eliot's style, of the
dignified phrase, not unmixed with o eomposed sarcasm,
with which in the present instance the sharpness of his
rebuke was tempered. My joy at this message is not
without trouble, which must likewise be declared. I
must disburthen this affliction, or 1 cannot, otherwise,
50 lively and so faithfully express my devotion to the
service of this house as T had resolved, 1 know not by
what fatality or infortunity it has erept in, but 1 ob-
serve, in the close of the secretary’s relation, mention
made of another in addition to his majesty ; and that
which hath been formerly a matter of complaint, I find
here gtill —a mixture with his majesty, not only in his
business, but in nome, s it that Ay man conceives the
mention of others, of what quality soever, enn adil en_
couragement or affection to us, in our duties and loy-
alties towards his majesty, or give them greater latituda
or extent than naturally they have? Or s it suppesed
that the power or interest of any man ean add more
* Parl, Hist. vol wil. 431

¥ Boano MSE, 4177, Letter from Mr. Pary. Another scecunt will be
me“unipqln-mmmur.mmmn
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readiness to his majesty, in his gragious inclination to-
wards ns, than his own goodness gives him # 1 cannot
believe it | But, sir, 1 am sorry there is oceasion that
these things should be argued ; or that this mixture,
which was formerly condemned, should appear again,
I beseech you, sir, let it not be hereafter; let no man
take this boldness within these walls, to introdoce it!
It is contrary to the custom of our fathers, and the
honour of our times, I desire that such interposition
may be let alone, and that all his majesty’s regards and

towards this house may spring alone from
his confidence of our loyalty and affections.”! The
secretary remained silent, but the eourt remembered
that relmke hitterly.

Equally firm, however, against its threatening and
cajoling, the commons persisted in their great purpose.
Resolutions were passed declaratory of the rights of
the people ; and a conference appointed with the lords
that they might concur in a petition to the throne
— founded upon magna charts and pther statutes ; di-
rected to the security of the person, as the foremost
of all securities ; gtrengthened on that point by twelve
direct and thirty-one indirect precedents ; completed by
certain resolutions of their own, reducing those prece-
dents to a distinct unity of purpese”; and to be
ealled a petition of right, because requiring nothing,

! Parl Hist. vol. vil. p 453 In this speech also Efiot, refierring 1o the
l.ln{:im:nhm recognition of the vote of mibwidies, gl the hooeved wornls
be addressad o them through Cooke, expressive of hia sense of ther
einims, threw out o remark in which ﬁml&ﬂl‘l un ominous wnlen of
sarcast and stermpess. * 1 presume we have all received great watisfartion
o his m;mrmi- prevent grackmm snswer and resolition for the
usiness of 1 ; in s mnswer to our petition for refiglon, s par-
ticilarly made; in his resolition |n that other eonalderation coprErTing
, ALNEADY RETTLED HERE, i declarntion of our Iherties: nmd for
mmant in geiveral.”
dr;nluﬂm:um forr in. mumber, xnd h-dr:_nrh:;:mtr ﬁ ﬁ
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save the recognition and direction of violsted laws.
The lords and commons met, and the consttitu-
tional lawyers stated their case with a startling clear-
pess. It lies mot under Mr. attorney’s eap,” ex-
claimed sir Edward Coke, * to answer any one of our
arguments.”  © With my own hand,"” said Belden, * I
have written out all the records from the Tower, the
exchequer, and the king's bench, and T will engage my
head Mr. attorney shall not find in all these archives
a single precedent omitted.”’ ! The close of the con-
ference elicited from the lords a series of counter-reso-
lutions, which were immediately rejected by Eliot and
his friends, as nothing more than an ingenious subter-
fuge. These resolutions, in point of fact, if agreed
1o, would, after recognising the legality of the preee-
dents urged, have left the matter precisely where it
was. The king' s word was to be the chief security.*
The lords, in truth, had been tampered with ; and
the court heedlessly betrayed this by propesing, a few
days after, in a royal message, precisely the same
security, with the addition of a piece of advice that one

1 Sep the reparts of the eonforence in the Journals, Aushwarth, vol L
B 52T, of sey. ; and Parl, Hist, vol, vik po40 of sog,  The legal
Wi Vst :E:uqllﬂ_"ﬂl By thi pegular ers in Lthid confesones, deter-
mined the 1 tn hear counsel for the crown. One of these, however,
werjunnt Ashbey, hoving sryued in behslf of the presegative in the high
tome of the lust reign, was ondered into custody by their Iordships, who at
the mme time assred the commons that b hed nnluﬁHIIL them
for what be had sabl. (See Parl, Hist, vol. vill. p &7, for the oifensive
argument | and sftecwards, po 53 snd g G This was a somewhat. st
atep b aguamt 0 King's 0 I, employed st & free confi J.I:ﬁ
Mr. Hallam urges it [Conet Hist. vol. L !n!&] as a * rroarkakble proof
of the mypid growih of popular principles”™ 1t @ a il o the
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to see so evidently wasted. It would have
been hailed with nods of such profuse delight by a
parcel of Chinese mandarins..  “ The wrath of a king
is like the roaring of a lion ; and all laws, with his
wrath, are of no effect : but the king's favour is like
the dew upon the grass; there all will prosper!!  Un-
doubtedly this was lost upon the present sudience.
Eliot, who was well read in litersture, might probably
have reminded Philips or Selden of the leonine propen-
sities of the Athenian weaver, who aggravated his voice,
however, to such an extent in roaring, that at last he
came to roar as gently as a dove or a nightingale. Cer-
tainly no other notice was taken. The commons re-
turned to their house, and quictly, and without &
single dissentient, ordered their lawyers to throw the
matter of their petition into the shape of a hill, that
the responsibility of openly rejecting it might fall on the
lords and the king.

Message suceeeded message, but still the commons
proceeded, Briefly and peremptorily, st last, Charles
desired, through his secretary, to know decidedly whe-
ther the house would or would not rest upon his
royal word 2 Upon this there was silence for a good
space.”? Pym was the first to break it; and Eliot
hastened to relieve Pym from the personal dilemma
in which his fearless seutencss threstened to place
him. * T move,"” said he, “that this proposition be
put to the guestion, because they that would have it
do urge us to that point.” ¥ The question was rejected.
Charles instantly sent down another message peremp-
torily warning them mnot **to encroach on that sove-

! Bpe Parl Hist wvol il p 5L Hushworth, val L p. 5L Alkin's
Court of Charles, vol. i p 208

& Hushworth, vol. L p 553 Parl His, wol, vill, p 85
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reignty, or prerogative, which God hath put inte our
hands,” and threatening to end the session on Tuesday
se'nnight at the forthest. * Whereupon,” say the
Journale, * sir John Eliot roze and epoke.” He com-
plained bitterly of the proposed shortness of the seasion.
“ Look,” he exclaimed, * how mANY MEesIges we
have! Interruptions, mis-reports, and misrepresent-
stions produce these messages. I fear,” continued
Eliot, ** his majesty yet knows not what we go about.
Let us make some enlargement, and put it again before
him."! An address for this purpose was instantly
agreed to by the house, was presented by the speaker,
and again the king found himself completely baffled.
It would be too painful to follow his windings and
doublings through their long and mean course, but that
at every turn some new evidence arrests us, of the
brilliant powers and resources of the great stutesman
whaose character we seck to illustrate,

8o clear and decisive was the last statement of the
eommons, that Charles fancied he had no resouree now
but to intimate hiz assent to the proposed bill ; yet,
even in doing this, he sought, by an insidious restrietion,
to withhold from the old statutes and precedents that
unity and directness of purpose which the cementing
resolutions of the house were, for the first time, about
to give to them. “ We vindieate,” Wentworth had
eaid, — * what? new things? No! our ancient, legal,
anid vital liberties, — by re-enforcing the laws enacted
by our ancestors, by setting such a seal upon them

| Parl Hisl wol v p. o 'Il.ulh'lrm_ vol L p 5355 1n the adidres
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as.no licentions spirit shall dare hereafter to enter upon
them!™ “1 assent,” said Charles, unworthily at the
sxme moment seeking to evade this seal, “hot so as that
Mugna Charta anil the other six statutes alluded to may
be without additions, paraphrases, or explanations.” !
The commons had not had time to spurn the proffered
deceit, when, with a childish imbeeility, the king sent
tlown another message desiving that they should take
his word.? The house was at this moment sitting
in committee. Secretary Cooke, who brought the mes.
page, concluded with an earnest desire that “ the debate
upan it should be done before the house, and not be-
fore the committee.” He had good reasons for this ;
for he knew what arpuments might possibly be urged,
and that the eourt had at least one security against
them, in the secret commands which the king had
already placed upon the timid speaker.? Sir John Eliot,
conseious of the weakness of Fineh, saw through the
secretary’s purpose, and effectuslly foiled jt.  With
great energy he urged proceeding in committee as more
likely to be honourable and advantageous. * That way,”
he said, * Jeads most to truth, 1t is a more open way,
Every man may there add his reasons, and make
answer upon the hearing of other men's reasons and
arguments.” 4 The house assented ; the dehate proceeded
with closed doors; and the result was a plain and
determined resolution by the commons, that they could
only take the king's word in o parlinmentary way. They
passed their hill, and sent it up to the lords.®

¥ ®
VoL L I 557 e MigerabiE By of cotaceting thes i Thee peoeochig
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To the lords the king now addressed a letter, stating
that he could not, without the overthrow of his sove
reignty, part with the power of committing the subject,
but promising in all ordinary cuses to obey Magna
Charta, and not to imprisen for the futore * any man
for refusing a loan, nor for any esuse which, in his
judgment and conscience, he did not conceive necessary
for the public good.”! This letter was instantly sent to
the lower house, and all the notice we find of it in their
journals is given in four words,—** They laid it aside.”?
Not so the lords, who, with customary plianey, founded
upon it a saving clause to reserve his majesty’s ** sove-
reign power,” and — so weakened — sent down the bill.
“ Let us take heed,” said Coke, on hearing the addi-
tion, * what we yield unto ; Magna Charta is such a
fellow that he will have no sovereign.”  Selden followed
with a singular warning and precedent” ; the clause was
generally condemned ; and, after a conference, the
lords consemted to sbandon it.  The petition of right,

of Tir, Manwaring was b'rmln'hl- tefore the house. 1 shall lave to allude

inll: in th- I of P!
Sonde? Feutriatty May 12, Bushvworth, vol L p 560, Parl Hist
Tni. 1r‘dL |'r 11:L
* Rushworth, wal, £ p 551 Parl Hist val #lil p 112
3 npmm this guestion was oo af the m.nll:unl.rhbl:,h l.ﬂ
play of ready knowledge snd srste jud 13 nrm
spaech, and ihat dﬂl.fﬂh'l uy Glanvl I!1= Bords, 'I:I-:l'th.
nﬂ. p.&m.—b‘ﬂ. A precedent bad Deen hmr:l Immlt:
m i in the reign of Edward L Selden’s hll-'lr l:lniu,g
never him. *'That chuse of Sth Edward 1" he eaid, b omoce
sibemring his opponents, ' was not o the fom, it b the king's answee.™
Then mark bow trlummpliantly he the Llh."-ﬂ-'-“'ll‘m

passage is
m all e, * I Sdich Eik i L, th tismn
hHLWmnmllmﬁgl:dmrlu':tnhe 'm‘m‘ [“ml"lp"h Ih:
tn:mdmttn!lhemlhlhljmlumduh'nul ulil,l

WErE L
was added in the proclamation ¢ but in the bill l.hm'r-nn"m '
;r:tll'lzrwmhl:twu;:mlm Amnil 10 prove this, :huwuh true thre is
that year, yol we have histigies of that time. lnllm
Histary ot Oxford thers is & journal of & parflament of that very
mphtkns w0 misch ; as also In the pubilic lbrry IELII'H.I‘I‘HI“I.; J-L;u.
B that Delanged to an abitwy = it wos of the some yesr, $5th Edward 1,
lnud.lt ‘mantinms the pariinment, and mw *arfivules quos
wqﬁ:'-u-m,lfh,lm'll_ " Mmm
lurl ﬂg !'EJu'ud.um.lirm But, in Lan whon the
this clause being added i the emd, they fell into ex pr'
Ih.lilﬁdh‘l.m‘ and the great earls that went lmu'hlﬂidl‘mt_h-gpr,
Hament, bl!.l'r_I of this, wemi o the King, and sflerwands it was clenred
af the next ilﬂll!nﬂ'll. \:ﬂl there b nd parfinment-roll of this, of that
time wnly in the emi of Edward 111 there ls ome rofl that reciies 3™



§R JONN ELIOT. &7

'ﬂnpmdhyhthhmuu,wumprmudmﬂm
throne.

Charles, for two long months, had, by every sort of sub-
terfuge, struggled to aveid this crisis. It had arrived,
notwithstanding,  On the one hand, want awaited him ;
an the other, the surrender of his darling power. In-
capable of either, he sought a passage of escape throngh
one perfidy more, and in this he might have suceceded
— but for Elict. He sent for the judges, and, with
the most solemn injunetions to secresy, put three ques—
tions to them respecting the proposed petition of rights ;
— ¢ Whether the king may commit without showing a
canse 3" © Whether the judges ought to deliver on
habess eorpus a person eommitted 77 Whether he
should not deprive himself of such power of commit-
ment by granting the petition of right#" The judges
gnswored to the first and second questions, that the

rule of law was against him, but exceptive cases
might arise ; and to the third, they said that it must
be Ieft to the courts of justice in each particular ease.'
Consoling himself with these assurances, he went to the
house of lords in a sort of secret triumph, resolved to
assent to the bill, yet in such terms as might still leave its
construction to his convenient parasites on the bench.
The commons hurried up to their lordships” bar.

Bo elased the debate on ** snvereign .* | may ndd that wpon thiz
sdibition, that notabily bungling intrigaer, bisbap Willlamna, emi.
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* Gentlemen,” he said, with & sullen abruptness, « 1
am eome hither to perform my duty, T think no man
can think it long, since I have not taken so many days
in answering the petition, a5 ve spent weeks in framing
it: and I am come hither to show you that, as well in
formal things as in essential, I desire 1o give you as
much eontent as in me les," He then, to the sarprise
of his hearers, instead of the ordinary soit droit fiie
comme il ext déviré, delivered the following by way of
royal assent : —*° The king willeth, that right be done
according to the laws and customs of the realm, and
that the statutes be put in duoe execution, that his subjects
may have no cause to complain of any wrong or oppres-
gions, contrary to their just rights and liberties, to the
pressrviation whereof he holds himself in cdnscience
as well obliged, as of his own prerogative.” |

The next meeting of the house of commons was a »
momentous one. The singular treachery of the king had
struck with o paralysing effect upon many of the mem-
bers ; it scemed hopeless to struggle with it forther ;
it had contnued proof against every effort; all the
constimutional usages of parliament had fallen exhausted
fram the unequal contest; and already the house saw
tself dissolved, without the achievement of a single
gunrantee for the liberty and property of the kingdom.
The hest and the bravest began to despair.

But then the genius of Eliot rose to the grandeur of
that oceasion ; and, by its wonderful command over
every meaner passion, by its great disregand of every per-
sonal danger, wrestad the very sense of hopeless discom-
fiture to the achievement of a noble security. Knowing
more thoroughly than others the character of the king,
he knew that he was yet assailable. His conduct st
this awful crisis has seemed to me to embody a perfect
union of profound sagacity and fearless magnanimity,
unsurpassed, perhaps unequalled, in the history of
the most illustrious statesmen.

| Rushwarth, vol L p 288 Pard. Hist. vl viil i HE
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# On Tuesday, the 8d of June,” says Rushworth,
* the king's answer to the petition of right was real in
the house of commons, and seemed too scant.  Where-
upon sir John Eliot stood up, and made a long speech,
wherein he gave forth so full and lively a representation
of all grievances, both general and particular, as if they
had never before been mentioned,”!  But oheerve with
what consummate policy. It was not & representation
of the grievances alone, such as had been urged some
months before : it was a pursuit of them to their poison-
ous spring and source ; it was an exhikition beside them
of their hideous origin ; it was a direction of the wrath
of the people against one oppressor, whose rank was not
beyond its teach : it was, in one wornd, a fatal blow ut
Charles through that quarter where alone he seemed to
be vulnerable —it was, in its aim and result, a philippic
against the duke of Buckingham. Demosthenes never
delivered one, more clear, plain, cotvineing, irresistible,
Tt calls to mind that greatest of orators.  Elinot's general
style was more immediutely east in the manner of
Cicero, but here he rose beyond it, into the piercing
region of the Greek.  Demosthenic strength and
closeness of reasoning, clearness of detuil, snd appalling
enrnesiness of style, are all chservable in the naked
outline I now present.  What may have been the gran-
deur and the strength of its complete proportions ?
I recollect a remark of Mr. Haalitt's, that the author of
this speech might have originated the “ dogged style
of one of our celebrated political writers, © There is
no affectation of wit init,” he continued, * no studied or=
nament, no display of fancied superiority. The speaker’s
whole heart and soul are in his subject ; he is full of
it ; his mind seems, as it were, to surround and pene-
trate every part of it;” nothing diverts him from his
purpose, or interrupts the course of his reasoning for &

 ustrworth, yol i p, 561, The indefstigalie dilector, howsver, only
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moment. No thought of the personal loss, then fright.
fully incurred, no fear of the dangers that were sure to
follow. His arpument rose paramount, for it was the
life of the pation's liberties.!

= Mr. Speaker,” Eliot began, * we sit here as the
great council of the king, and, in that capacity, it is
ove pury to take into consideration the present state
and affuire of the kingdom. In this consideration, 1
confess, many & sad thought hath affrighted me; and
that not only in respect of our dangers from ahroad,
which yet 1 know are great, as they have been often in
this place prest and dilated to us, but in respect of our
disorders here at home, which do inforce those dan-
gers, and by which they are occasionsd. For, I be-
liave, 1 shall make it cleare unto you, that, as at first the
canse of these dangers were our disorders, =0 our disor-
ders now are yet our greatest dangers. [t is not so
much the potency of our etemivs, as the weakness of
ourselves, that threatens us. That saying of the father
may be assumed by us: Non fam polentia sua, quam
negligentio nostra, Our want of true devotion to heaven,
our insincerity and doubling in religion, our want of
councils, our precipitate actions, the insufficiency or un-
faithfulness of our generals abroad, the ignorance or
corruptions of our ministers at home, the impoverighing
of the sovereign, the oppression and depression of the
subject, the exhausting of our treasures, the waste of
our pmﬁﬁnnl. consumption of our ships., destruction of
our men — these make the advantage to our enemies,
not the reputation of their arms.  And if in these there
be not reformation, we need no foes abroad, Time itself
will ruin us!"

0 g fete e et
by the prople applanded, ihnulh tmuch taxed by the coartiers, and cen.
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A slight interruption from the ministers here appears
to have given Eliot o moment’s pause, With admirable
address he appealed to the house.  * You will &ll hold
it necessary that what T am about to unge seems not an
aspersion on the state, or imputation on the govern-
ment, as 1 have known such motions misinterpreted.
Far is this from me to propose, who have none but
clear thoughts of the excellency of the king, nor can
have other ends than the advancement of his majesty’s
glory. I shall desire,” he continued, * a little of your
patience extraordinary to open the particulars, which I
shall do with what brevity I may, answerable to the
importance of the canse, and the necessity now upon us,
yet with such respect and observation to the time, as 1
hope it shall not be thought trouhblesome.”

He then proceeded to open up the question of * insin-
cerity and doubling in religion.” He pursued it through
many strong and terrible examples. * Will you have
authority of books?" he asked, furnishing them with a
series of the most striking passages from the recent
colleetions of the committee that had been sitting on
religious affsirs.  “ Will you have proofs of men?" he
continued. * Witness the hopes, witness the presump-
tions, witness the reports of all the papists generally.
Ohbserve the dispositions of commanders, the trust of
officers, the confidence in secretaries to employments in
this kingdom, in Ireland, and elsewhere | These all
will show it hath too great a certainty; and to this add
but the incontrovertible evidence of that all-powerful
hand, which we have felt so sorely. For if the hea-
vens oppose themselves to us for our impiety, it is we
that first opposed the heavens.”

Eliot next handled the “want of councils.” * This,"”
be said, ** is that great disorder in a state, with which
there cannst be stability, If effects may show their
muthtfmuﬁmapﬁrfmdmmhﬂim‘nf
them, our misfortunes, our disasters, serve to prove It
and the consequences they draw with them. If reason
be aliowed in this dark age, the judgment of depends

¥ 4
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encies and foresight of contingencies in affairs do con-
firm it. Far, if we view ourselves at home, are we in
strength, are we in reputation, equal to our ancestors 7
If we view ourselves abroad, are our friends as many,
are our enemies no mare? Do our friends retain their
safety and possessions? Do not our enemies enlarge
themselves, and gain from them and us? To what
counsel owe we the loss of the Palatinate, where we
sacrificed both our horour and our men, — obstructing
those grester powers appointed for that service, by
which it might have been defensible? What counsel
gave direction to the late action, whose wonnds are yet
bleeding —1 mean the expedition to Rhée, of which
there is yet 5o sal o memory in all men? What de-
sign for us, or advantage to our state, could that impart ?
You know the wisdom of our ancestors, and the practice
of their times ; how they preserved their safeties! W
all know, and have as much cause to doubt as they had,
the greatness and ‘ambition of that kingdom, wusen Tue
GLD WORLD 00ULD NoT satisev.'  Against this great-
ness and ambition we likewise know the proceedings of
that princess, that never-to-be-forgotten, excellent queen,
Elizabeth, whose name, without admiration, falls not
into mention even with her enemics! Yon know how
she advanced herself, and how she advanced this nation
in glory amil in state ; how she depressed her enemies,
and how she upheld her friends: how she enjoved a
full security, and made them then our seorn, who now
are made our terror ™

The principles of that policy by which Elizabeth had
effected all this, Eliot now developed to the house, ex-
hibiting beside them the singularly opposite and pitiful
eoutrast of the prevailing policy. The passage is remark-
able for its subtlety, no less than for iis exactess truth,
¥ Bome of the principles she built on were these ; and,
if 1 mistake, let reason and our statesmen contradict me.
— First, to maintain, in what she might, an unity in

¥ The entire range of English ors furmbshes nothing Sner xXpres
mmmmm"f'uumn. i, i
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Franee, that that kingdom, being at peace within itself,
might be a bulwark to keep back the power of Spain by
land. Next, to preserve an amity and lesgue hetween
that state ard us, that so we might come in aid of the
Low Countries, and by that means receive their ships
and help them by sea. This reesLe conv, so working
between Framce, the States, and England, might enahle
us, as oceation should require, to give assistance unto
others. Tt was by this meuns, the experience of that
time doth tell us, thit we were not only free from those
fears that now possess and trouble us, but our names
wire also fearful to our enemies.  See now what corre-
spondency our actions have with this; square them by
these rules. They have induced, as a necessary conse-
quence, a division in France between the protestants
and their king, of which we have had too woful and
lamentable experience. They have made an ahsolute
breach between that state and us, and so entertain us
against Franee, and France in preparation against us,
that we have nothing to promise to our neighbours —
hardly to oursclves ! Nay, observe the time in which
they were attempted, and you shall find it not only
varying from those principles, but direetly contrary and
opposite, er diamotro, to those ends ! and such as, from
the issue and success, rather might be thought a con-
ception of Spuin, than begotten here with us!™”

Every word was now falling with tremendous. effect
upon Buckingham, and the ministers could endure it
no longer, Sir Humphry May, the chancellor of the
duchy, and one of the privy council, started from his
seat, * expressing,” as Rushworth states it, *a dislike,
But the house ordered sir John Eliot to goon. Where-
upon he proceeded thus : —* Mr. Speaker, 1 am sorry for
this interruption, but much more sorry if there hath
been occasion ; — wherein, as 1 shall submit myself
whelly 1o your judgment, to receive what censure you
should give me, if 1 have offended ; so, in the integrity
of my intentions and clearness of my thoughts, I most
still retain this confidence, —that no greatness shall deter



"4 BRITISH STATESMEN.

me from the duties which T owe to the service of my
king and eountry, but that, with a true English heart, [
shall discharge myself as faithfully, and as really, to
the extent of my poor power, as any man whose honours
or whose offices most strictly oblige him,"”

With admirable self.possession, Eliot then resumel
his speech at the very point of interruption, and con-
tinoed to urge the medness of breaking peace with
France at a time so emphatically unfortunate.  * You
know.” he said, ¢ the dangers Denmark was in, and
bow much they concerned us; what in respect of our
alliance and the country ; what in the importance of the
Sound ; {what an advantage to our enemies the guin there-
of would be !) What loss then, what prejudice to us, by
this disunion ! we breaking upon France, France en-
raged by us, and the Netherlands at amszement between
both ! no longer could we intend to aid that Tuekless king,
whose loss is our disaster.”! Here Eliot, having, as it
appears to me, teduced the matter ad absurdum, suddenly
turned round to the ministerial bench. * Can those, now,
that express their troubles at the hearing of these things,
and have so often told us, in this place, of their knowledge
in the eonjunctures and disjunctures of affairs, say, they
wdviged in this ¥ Was this an act of council, Mr. Speaker?
I have more charity than fo think it ; and, unless they
make a confeasion of thenwelves, T cannot believe it.”

The orator now, under cover of a discussion of a
third division of his argument, * the insufficiency
anil unfaithfulness of our generals,” dragred Bucking-
ham personally upon the scene.  For a moment, how-
ever, before doing this, he pansed.  What shall I suy #
I wizh there were not cause to mention it; and, but
out of apprehension of the danger that is to come,

I Tt woukl be easy to dilate this speech into o volume, o pregnamn is
gvery world with mesning, so condemserl are 3t views, yef o exasct and
formble.  The resder Ihl}_i is best acguainted with the genel history of
the timne, will sppreciate it best.  The present & an allusion to the dis.
-uw.Jm of the king of Denmark by count Tilly, The king of En
imml Bad le.tl.r.nd the quarrel by hia weak impomunities;, smil
ﬂd-mmqmlwrh-hl'nme.ﬂlﬂir his own power of as-

wlAlET,
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if the like choice hereafter be not prevented, 1 counld
willingly be silent. But my duty to my sovereign,
my service to this bouse, and the safety and hooour of
my country, are above all respects ;— and what so
nearly trenches to the prejudice of this, must not, shall
not, be forborne.”

Then followed this bitter and searching exposure of
the incapacity of Buckingham in his various actions.
How much its effect is increased by the ominous omis-
sion of his name !

At Cadiz, then, in that first expedition we made,
when we arrived and found a conquest ready, — (the
Spanish ships 1 mean, which were fit for the satisfaction
of a voyage ; and of which some of the chiefest then
there themselves, have since assured me, that the satis-
faction would have been sufficient, either in point of
honour, or in point of profit,) — why was it neglected #
why was it not schieved ? it being of all hands granted,
how fensible it was ?

= After, when with the destruction of some of our
men, and with the exposition of some others, who
(though their fortunes since have not been such) by
chance came off, — when, 1 say with the loss of our
serviceable men, that unserviceable fort was gained, and
the whole army landed ;— why was there nothing done 2
—why was there nothing attempted ?  If nothing was
intended, wherefore did they land? If there was a
service, wherefore were they shipped again ?

" Mr. Speaker, it satisfies me too much in this, —
when [ think of their dry and hungry march into that
drunken quarter (for so the soldiers termed it), where
was the period of their journey, — that divers of our
men, being Ieft an a sacrifice to the enemy, the gemeral's
labour war oi an end "

“ For the next undertaking at Rheée I will not
tronble you much, —only this in short. Was not that
whole action earried againet the judgment and opinion
of those officers that were of the council? Was not
the first, was not the Iast, was not all, in the landing, in
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the intrenching, in the continuance there, in the sssanlt,
in the retreat, without their assent®  Did any advice
take place of such as were of the council? 1f there
should be made a particular inquisition thereof, these
things will be manifest, and mare ! — 1 will not instance
the manifesto that was made for the reason of these
arms ; nor by whom, nor in what manner, nor on what
grounds, it was published ; nor what effects it hath
wrought, drawing, as it were, almost the whole world into
]ﬂ.gt-llgljh!-l 1s ; — nor will I mention the leaving of
the wines, ar the leaving of the salt, which were in
our possession, and of a valoe, as it is said, to snswer
much of our expense ; — nor that great wonder which
no Alerander or Ceesur ever did, the enriching of the
enemy by eourtesies when our soldiers wanied help ! ;
nor the private intercourses and parleys with the fort,
which contimunlly were helil ; — what all these intended
may be read in the success, and upon due examination
thereof, they would not want their proofs!™

Eliot passed to the consideration of  the ignorance
and corruption of our ministers.” * Where,” he asked,
* pan you miss of instances ? If you survey the court,
if you survey the country ; if the church, if the city be
examined ; if you observe the bar, if the bench ; if the
ports, if the shipping ; if the land, if the seas, — all
these will render you variety of proofs, and that in
gich measure and proportion us shows the greatness
of our disease to be such, that, if there be not some

1 ‘The affected gallantries and eourtesies practived by Ruckingham, ta
%ml,. during this exp ":m,wrru idiculous kn lh?nl:rm:‘ When
ras ment & trumpet 1o a pamport to convey some wounded of-
e to the coast. Bu:llm-m sent them his mni":hlhnqm or yucht,
furnished with ri-er!hrhﬂ.nr. eoavenhencs, siwl insd with fres feille spear-
lefte yomgr ; while his muieinm, with all the verieties of their Instmi-
ments, sobaced and charmed the wourled enemy in crmsiing the srm of
the sen. ‘Twiras ance inquiring * whether they had smved any melons in
the island ¥ was the neat day presented, in the dukes name, with &
dosen. The bearer neceivesd Twenty goliden crowms | el Tolrss despatehing
gix bottles of orange Bower water, and & dnsen jors of eypress thir
“b: Ihrbnrr with twenty Jocotnses!  After a
r s ment onie o hie pages with & trumpet, to regoest leave: to ba
siims notlemen, the duke reccived the messmper with terms of Nl-r,
- See an amusing sccount in D'laoel's Commentsrivs, vol. i
I




SIR JONN ELIOT, T

speedy applieation for remedy, our ecase is almost des-
perate.”

Eliot here paused for a few moments, * Mr.
Speaker,” he said, I fear 1 have been too long in these
particulars that sre passed, and am unwilling to offend
you; therefore in the rest I shall be shorter.” As he
condenses his statements, it will be seen he beeomes
mare terrible

 In that which concerns the impoverishing of the
king, no other arguments will T use than such as all
men grant. The exchequer, you know, is empty, and
the reputation thereof gone ; the ancient lands are sold ;
the jewels pawned ; the plate engoged ; the debe siill
great ;. almost all charges, both ordinary and extraor-
dinary, borne up by projects.  What poverty can be
greater 2 What necessity so great > What perfect En-
glish heart is not almost dissolved into sorrow for this
truth !

** For the oppression of the subject, which, as T re-
member, is the next particular T proposed, it needs no
demonstration : the whole kingdom is a proof. And for
the exhausting of our treasury, that VEry oppression
epeaks it. What waste of our provisions, what eon-
sumption of our ships, what destruction of our men,
have been | Witness that journey to Argiers. Wimess
that with Manstield, Witness that 1o Cadiz. Witness
the next. Witness that to Rhée. Witness the last, (1
pray God we may never have more such witnesses 1)
Witness likewise the Palatinate, Wimess Denmark.
Witness the Turks. Witness the Dunkirkers. Wirvess
Aty ! What losses we have sustained ! how we sre im-
paired in musition, in ships, in men! It is beyond
cantradiction, that we were never so much weakened, nor
ever had Jess hope how to be restored.”

Eliot concluded thus, with a proposition for a re-
manstrance to the king.

* These, Mr, Spesker, are our dangers ; these are
they which do threaten us ; and they are like the Trojan
harse, breught in cunuingly to surprise us. In these du
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lurk the strongest of our enemies, ready to issue on us;
and if we do not speedily expel them, these are the
signs, these the invitations to others. These will so
prepare their entrance, that we shall have no means left
of refuge, or defence. For if we have these enemies at
home, how can we strive with those that are abroad ?
If we be free from these, no other can impeach us|
Our ancient English virtue, like the old Spartan valour,
cleared from these disorders,— a return to sincerity in
religion, once more friends with heaven, having ma-
turity of councils, sufficiency of genetals, incorruption
of officers, opulency in the king, liberty in the people,
repletion in treasure, plenty of provisions, reparation of
shipa, preservation of men—our ancient English virtoe,
I say, thus rectified, will seeure us; but unless_ there
be a speedy reformation in these, 1 know not what hopes
or expectations we can have.

4 These are the things, =ir, I ehall desire to have
taken into consideration ; that as we are the great council
of the kingdom, and have the apprehension of these
dangers, we may truly represent them unto the king:
whereto, 1 conceive, we are bound by a treble obligation
— of duty to God, of duty to his majesty, and of duty
1o our eountry.

# And therefore I wish it may so stand with the
wigdom and judgment of the house, that they may he
drawn into the body of a remonstrance, and in all hu-
mility expressed ; with a prayer unto his majesty, that,
for the safety of himself, for the safety of the kingdom,
and for the safety of religion, he will be pleased to give
ux fime to make perfect inquisition thereof ; or to take
them into his own wislom, and there give them such
timely reformation as the necessity and justice of the
case doth import.

“ And thus, sir, with o large affection and loyalty to
his majesty, and with a firm duty and service to
my country, I lave suddenly (and it may be with
some disorder) expressed the weak apprehensions I
have; wherein if I have erred, I humhljr crave your
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pardon, and so submit myself to the censure.of the
house” 1

Eliot’s purpose was already accomplished ! Scarcely
had he resumed his seat, when the effects he had
laboured to produce broke forth, . “ Disaffection "
cried sir Henry Martin and others of the court party ;
** and there wanted not some who said that speech was
made out of some distrust of hiz majesty’s answer to
the petition ;""*— from the popular side, on the other
hand, some stern and significant wonds were heard about
the necessity of a remonstrance. The erisis had un-
questionably come. The courtiers went off to tell their
news at the council table —the patriots * turned them-
selves into a grand committes, touching the danger and
means of safety of king and kingdom."

The newsmongers discharged their duty faithfully,
The next day a royal message came to the house, ac-
quainting them that within six days the session would
close, and desiring them not to touch upon mny new
matter, but to conclude the necessary business® The day
following that brought another message, *° commanding
the Speaker to let them know, that he will eertainly
hold that day prefixed without alteration, and he requires
them, that they enter not into, or proceed with, any
new business, which may spend greater time, or which
may lay any scandal or sspersion upon the state, govern-
ment, or ministers thereof.” 4 The scene that ensued

| This speach was ed in sir John Napier's man and
il e finaml im the (IMHmnmy History, vol. viil Iﬂm

T Rushworth, vol & p B Elot is said to bave remarked on this, that
hll;hud fer m_umle:bm! n r;lnlulim I’n I;:!pelu tI:hnm.- I.Tu;rlllﬂ'lm

Evaiire=, to aatisfie his majesty herving, only be had stoped for ion appar.
n-af." i ety Wik 0 mmemen, B et a1 i r, 1118 Pemarkadile that
Wnstwortly, upan this, iy descrined to hove stepped forwand snd * stiested
that & " saying that he had beard such to bave been the determin.
ativn of ElloL  This is the only appesrance of courtesy, or, § of any
wther feoling than a violent disfike, which it is posilile to traee in the oot
duct ol Wontworth to Eliot.  Amld it might have been meant in the way of
*ilminied good matiired Friendship”  On the whole, howerer, 1 saspectit
ko have been smply another dl0ip e Lhe uuﬂmF gt Latine of the coart,
mk-hlr‘:d; a ororigh tha: |m¢'|!mu.'.“épkn’-u Wostn,  So¢
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serafitinta m

vol, L poda
¥ Rushworth, vol & i Bt vt vol. ik, 167
* Rushwartly, vel L p 605 Tl Hist vol. viik p ls
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was in. all respects extraordinary. Sir Robert Philips
was the first to rise. “ I consider my own infirm-
ities,” saidl DPhilips, * and if ever my passions were
wrought upon, now this message stirs me up especi-
ally, What shall we do, sinee our humble purposes
are thus prevented 2! Eliot here suddenly started
up, and spoke with more than ordinary vehemence,
“ Ye all know," he said, * with what affection and
integrity we have proceeded hitherto, to have gained his
majesty's heart. It was out of the necessity of our
duty, we were brought to that course we were in. [
doubt n misrepresentation to his majesty hath drawn
this mark of his displeasure upon us! I coserve in
the message, amongst other sad particulars, it s con-
ceived, that we were about to lay some aspersions en
the government.  Give me leave to protest, sir, that so
clear were our intentions, that we desire only to sindi-
cate those dishonours to our king and country! It is
said aleo, as if we cast some aspersions on his majesty’s
ministers | I am confident no minister, how deur soever,
ean " A strange interruption stopped him, * Here,"
gays the account in the Nupier MSS8., “ the Speaker
started up from the chair, and, apprehending sir John
Eliot intended to fall upon the duke, said, with tears in
his exges, * There is 2 command laid upon me, to interrupt
any that should go about to lay an sspersion on the
ministers of the state.'™?  Eliot sat down in silence,
Events, for passions include events, now crowded
together to work their own good work ; and the great
statesman, the author, as it were, of that awful BCene,
may be conceived to have been the only one who beheld
it from the vantage® ground of a sober comscipusness
and control.  Into that moment his genios had thrown
u forecast of the future. The after terrors he did not
live to see, but now concentred in the present Epot Were
all their intense and fervid elements, They struggled
in their birth with tears, 1 do not know whether it

! Mushworth, vol L p 605
¥ Ihid, vol L p a0d PdLﬂh‘LmLtIin.]_IJL



SR JOHH ELIT. 81

may not be thonght indecorous and unseemly now fo.
statesmen to shed tears, but 1 consider the weeping of
that memorableday, that ** black and deleful Thursday ,"
to have been the precursor of an awful resolve. Had
these great men entertained a less severe sense of their
coming duty, no such present weakness had been shown.
The monarchy, and its cherished associations of eentu-
ries, now trembled in the balance.  8ir Robert Philips
spoke,” says a member of the house, writing to his friend
the day after,  and mingled his words with weeping ;
sir Edward Coke, overcome with passion, seeing the
desolstion that was like to ensue, was forced to sit down
when he began to speak, through the abundance ‘of
tears ; yen the speaker in his speech could not refrain
from weeping and shedding of tears; besides a great
many, whose great griefs made them dumb and
silent.” ?

A deep silence succeeded this storm, and the few words
that broke the silence startled the house into its accus-
tomed attitude of resolution and composure.—* It is
the speech lately spoken by sir John Eliot which has
given offence, as we fear, to his majesty.”'— The
irresolute men who hazarded these words at such a
time little anticipated their immediate result. ** Here-
upon,” says Rushworth, * the house declared, ¢ that
every member of the house is free from any undutiful
speech, from the beginning of the parliament to that
day ;' and ordered, ‘that the house be turned into u
commiiiee, to consider what is fit to be done for the
safety of the kingdom ; and that no man go cut upon
puin of being sent to the Tower.'” The time for
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action had arrived. The speaker, in abject terror,
“ humbly and earnestly besought the honse to give him
leave to absent himself for half an hour, presuming
they did not think he dul it for sy ill intention ; which
was instantly granted him."! Tle went to the king.
In the interval of his absence cheerful acclamations re-
sounded once more through the honse, for again Bocking -
ham was fearlessly named as the * gricvance of griev-
ances ;" amd ““ as when one good hound,” olmerves 5
member who was present, *“ recovers the scent, the rest
eome in with a full ery, so they pursued it, and every one
came on home, and laid the blame where they thought the
fanlt was, and were voting it to the qoestion, ‘that
the duke of Buckingham shall be instanced o be the
chief and principal canse of all those evils, when the
speaker, having been three hours absent and with the
king, brought this message, ®that his majesty com-
mands, for the present, they adjourn the house till to-
maorrow morning, and that all committees cease in the
meantime.”  What we shall expect this momning God
of heaven knows,”?

The king, it is evident, now shook with alarm. The
clouds were gathering over his favourite thicker and
blacker than ever. That morning, however, with a last
vague hope, he sent a cozening message, and a wish for
& ““ gweet parting.” The only notice taken of it by the
‘eommons was the forwarding of a petifion *for & clear
ani satisfactory answer in full parliament to the petition
of rightsd,” and the stern opening of an investigation
into several high grievances, more especially the charge
1 have before mentioned of a desiga for introdu
foreign troops into the kingdom.* No alternative was

| Rmshworth, vol L p 00,

2 Mubwinrth, val i EI. i, Parl Hist, wol. »iil, p 188

3 8 Bg, for this time,* e the close of the message, * let all Christendom
ftake hotice of & sweet purting between him and his people; which, i W
fall out, his majesty will not be long from another meeting | when such:
grievances, |f there be any, st Ihei'rTrl.ulr: nisd ennvenience may be con-
sidered,™  Parl Hist, vel viil. p 197 Bushworth, vol. i o 610

+ Parl Hist., vol wil p 0L ushworth, vol L' 12

Burlemach, & natum | merchant, wai exami

miidted that he had received 30,000, from the treasury, for ﬁnm
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left to Charles, and the commons were summened the
next day o meet him in the upper house,

“To avoid all ambiguous interpretations, and to
show you there is no doubleness in my meaning, T am
willing to pleasure you as well in words as in substance,
Read your petition, and you shall have an answer that,
I am sure, will please you."! Such was Charles's speech
to the members of the house of commons who crowded
that day round their lordships’ bar. The petition was
read accordingly, and the vsual answer was returned, —
Soit droit fait comme il est desiré. At the end of
the king's first specch,” says a memorandum on the
lords” journals, * at the answer to the petition, and on
the conclusion of the whole, the commons gave a great
and joyful applanse.”

Charles the First, after he left the house of lords that
day, stood in a different relation to the people from that
he had occupied before. It is impossible to deny this
fact.* The commons had asserted it in cleaving so
strongly to their resolutions, the king himself in striving
g0 desperately to evade them. A certainty of direction
and operation had been given to the old laws., Charles
sppearcid, indeed, to sanetion the notion of & great and
vital change by the first step he took. He sent a message

German borse, which ha had disbursed secordingly.  He further admitted
that 1000 horse bad boen levied In comsequence, snd arm provided for
them in Haolland, but that = he heard they were lately countermanded =

Parl val, vlil p 80,  And see Rushworth, vol GlE
¥ Parl Hisk, vol. vil. g 202, Rushworth, vol. L p. 613

= Huine observes, * 1t may be affirmed, witheut any .
that the king's assent to the petition of rights produced such .EE:,. "
the government as was almest equivalont to & resolution ; and by cir-
eumeﬂmn:l:n s many articles the mﬂrﬂm:im Esve addibomal
sncurkty to the Lbertie of the snbject ™ Without goimg so far os this, it is
quite cenain that it materially altered Charies's position in a meral pe well
s legal pese, The petition of rights (it |s given ot length in Hume's

wol, ¥, r 171.) affirmed and confirmed expressly the enactments
of the 'lhu.ch..pm.mnmim;,mun.nmnw vl
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to the commons, desiring * that the petition of rights,
with his assent thereunto, should not enly be recorded
in both houses, and in the eourts of Westminster, but
that it be put in print, for his honour, and the content
and satisfaction of his peaple.”!

The commons, according to Roshworth, * returped
to their own house with unspeakable joy, and re-
golved 50 to proceed as to express their thankfnlness,
Now frequent mention was made of proceeding with
the bill of subsidies, of sending the hills which were
ready to the lords, and of perfecting the hill of
wnnage and poundage. Bir John Strangewaies ex-
pressed his joy ot the answer, and forther adided,
* Let us perfect our remopstrance.”™?  And such was
their exact mode of procedure. The largest supplies
that had been voted for years were at once presented to
the king. The king's commission of excise was de
manded to be cancelled under the new act of right,
The bill for the granting of tonnage and poundage,
which was already far advanced, was passed, but a
protest voted at the same time, on the ground of fts
inconsistency with the mew act, against Charles's old
course of levying this imposition without consent of par-
liament* A remonstrance wasalse voted and presented
to the king, against certain procesdings of Buckingham.4
These measures were not ooly in conformity with the
petition, but were positively required to give it eficacyund
completeniess, No opportunity of concession or concord

b Park Hlat., vol, wiii, p 801
2 Rushworth, vol b p 613
ﬁ:“nnl}pm-innmwttrum:flh-mmmmﬁf
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It u_uhpnﬂu&h.lnum; it, to question ity necesally. See Rushworth
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was withheld from Charles, but no distinet right was
foreborne, The grand committees that were then sitting,
on the various heads of religion, trade, grievances, and
eourts of justice, were ordered to sit no longer.! Every
sppearance of unnecessary opposition was carefully
avoided.

But suddenly, in the midst of these measures, the com-
mons were sumimoned by the king to the house of londs,
After n long interview with the speaker, Charles had
hurried there to close the session. * It may seem
strange,” he said, when they appeared at the bar, ™ chat
I come so suddenly to end this session before I give my
assent to the bills. T will tell you the cause, though 1
must avow that [ owe the sceount of my actions to God
alone.” This was a very proper commencement to his
gpeech ; for, after peevishly complaining of the remon-
sirance aguinst Buckingham, he went on to inform them
that he would have ne interference with his rights over
tonnage and poundsge ; and, further, that they had alto-
gether misunderstood the petition of rights, “ I have
granted no new, but anly confirmed the ancient liberties
of my subjects,”” His concluding words were very re-
markahle. “ As for tonnage and poundage, it is a thing
I cannot want, and was never intended by you to ask,
nor meant by me, 1 am sure, to grant. To conclude, 1
commanid you all that are here to take notice of what I
have spoken at this time to be the true intent and
meaning of what | granted you in your petition ; but
espevially you, my lovds, the judges, for to you only,
under me, belongs the interprewntion of lawe."? Par-
liament was then prorogued to the 20th of the following
October.

The patriot leaders separated, it may be supposed,
with many gloomy forebodings. New miseries and
oppressions were about to visit the people. Yet had
this immortal session strengthened the people’s hearts

Hml:tmh. vol. | p 611
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for emdurance, no less than it had sharpened their
powers for resistance.  ‘The patriots had no cause to se-
parate with any distrost of each other.

Eliot went immediately into Cormnwall. 1 am for-
tunately enabled to follow him there. Among the
manuscripts of sir Robert Cotton 1 have found a letter
written to that learned antiquary some few days after
his arrival. 1t is in many points of view interesting.
It is a happy specimen of Eliot's styls; and it proves, if
such proof were wanting, that this great statesman had
embraced the public canse with the deep fervour of a
private passion.

* How acceptable your letters are,” he writes, ** and
with what advantage they now come, [ need not tell you ;
when, besides the memorie of my owne losses (which can
have no reparation like the assurance of your favour), I
but acknowledge the ignorance of these partes, almoste as
much divided from reason and intelligence as our island
from the world. That the session is ended we are gladd,
because to our understandinges it implies & concurrenee in
the generall, and intimates a contynuance of the parlia-
ment,— having not the notion of particulars by which
we mighte compose oureelves to better judgment. The
souldier, the mariner, the shipps, the seas, the horse, the
foot, are to us no more than the stories of the poetts,
either as thinges fabulous or unnecessarie, entertained
now only for discourse or wonder, not with the appre-
hension of the least feare or doubte! Denmarke and the
Sound are taken rather for wordes than meaninges; and
the greatnesse and ambition of Austria or Spain are to us
a mere chimera. Rochell and Dunkirk are all one
What friends we have lost or what enemies we have
gained (more than that enemie which we have bredd our-
aelfves) is not soe much to us as the night shower or sunne-
shine ! nor can we thinke of anie thinge that is not pre-
gent with us. What they doe in Suffolk with their
sujorners wee care not, while there are none billeted on
us; and it is indifferent to our ressons, in the contest-
ations which they have, whether the straunger or the
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countryman prevaile. Onlie one thing gives us some
remembraunce of cur neighbours, which is the greate
resorte of Irish duilie comminge over, whoo, though,
they begg of us, wee doubte maie tike from others, and
in the end give us an ill recompense for our charitie.
This is a bad character, I confesse, which 1 give you of
my country, but such as it deserves. You onlie have
power to make it appeare better, by the honor of your
letters, which come nowhere without happinesse, and are
& satisfaction for all wantes to me. Your affectionatz
servant, John Eliot.” !

Stirring events, however, soon reached Eliot in his
retirement, such as must have moved even those
stagmant waters, which he deseribes so well. The
 gelf-bred " enemy of England was no more — Buck-
ingham had fallen by the hand of an assassin?
But the service of despotism which the king had lost
promised to be replaced by a more dangerous, because
a more ahle, counsellor, Wentworth had gone over o
the court.® Weston, a ereature of the Iate duke’s, had
been ereated lord treasurer.  Other changes followed.
Laod was made bishop of London, and, with Laud's

1 Cotton 88 o Bl TTE

L’-:mrhn gting notlees of this event apd the circemstances which

il it will be im the third wolume of Ellis's Originnl Lottens,
Secomd elition.  The funers) of the s brilliant doke was the
must melanchoty winding up of all.  The king had designed a very grand
ooe,—** Nevertheles,” says Mesd to Stiteville, * the Lat cight, st ten of
of the ebock, his funeral wis solemnised in s poor and confused 8 manoer
m hath been seen, marching from Wallaigiond House, over agninat White-
hali, to Westminster Abboy; there being not much shove 10 moumers,
wrho atfemded wpesn an mElr eoffin, Lorne wpon six men's shangldens ; the
dtke’s corpae Heell bolng there interred yosterday, aaid it hal been douls-
fuul the people in thelr madness might have surprised it Fud, b0 prevent al1
sorder, the train bands kepe a guanrd on both sides of the way, il mhony
Wallinglorl House to Westminster Chorch, Sratimg wp thoir dirvies
nmil Earrying eir pikes and maskets wpon their shinsliers, & n s
3 mot trailing them at their hevls, 88 s nsanl ot @ @ourning.  As
= the caffin was emtersd the churh, thg:au-e oil away witheut
m-ﬂ; all  And this was the abscure estastrophe of
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elevation, arminianism reared its head formidably. ¢
Arminian prelates were the favourites of the court ; the
royal favour shone exclusively on arminian clergy-
men; and Montague, cbnoxious as he had proved him-
gelf by the arminian tendency of his works, was raised
to the bishoprie of Chester. On this subject Eliot fele
strongly, He had already from his place in the house
of commons denounced the tendency of those arminian
doctrines, whose essentinl principle he had justly de-
gcribed to be that of claiming for the king, as absolute
kead of the chureh, a power resembling the pope's infalli-
hility,—an independent state supremacy — a power over
the liberty and property of the subject, His acute
pereeption had already detected in Laud that resolution
towards new ecremonies in the protestant church which
should raise her out of the apostolic simplicity to a
worldly equality with the church of Rome; and in
Laud's fervid sincerity on this point he saw the deepest
source of danger, It wes even now indeed in action, for
further news soon arrived that Charles, ss supreme go-
vernor of the church, had published an authorised edition
of the articles containing the objectionable elause (** the
church hath power to decree rites and eeremonies, and
hath authority in matters of faith,)” and with an order
that no doctrine should be taught that differed from
those articles, that all controversies respecting outward
policy should be decided by the convocation, and that
no man should presume to explain the article respecting
Jjustification contrary to its plain meaning, or to take it
in any other than the literal and grammatical sense. !
Nor was this all. The terrors of the Star Chamber and
high commission had followed close upon Laud's new
powers ; und the cases of Burton, Prynne, and Gill,
their zeal and their frightful sufferings, aflicted the
country. The political application of these doetrines
had received, st the same dme, a fatal illustration in
various flagrant violations of the petition of rights, A
copy of the statute itself reached Cornwall, printed by
the king’s order (n shameless attempt at imposture,
! Bibliotheca Regia, 211 Seo Lingard's Hison, wol bz p 400,
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which is scarcely to be eredited !}, with the addition of
his firet and rejected answer. Tonnage and poundage
had been recklessly levied. Richard Chambers, Sumuei
Vaszal, and John Ralles, three distinguished merchants,
the last named of whom was 8 member of the house of
commons, had sobmitted to a seizure of their goods,
rather than become parties to a violation of the public
liberties, and the judges had refused them protection. !
Such was the news that travelled day by day to the seat
of sir John Eliot. To crown the whale, Richelien,
laying aside his hat for & helmet, had, by his personal

ce at Rochelle, finally reduced that ill-fated
place and driven back the disgraced English fleet.?

But now, bad news having spent itself, the time fixed
for the parliampent approached. Eliot left his home, to
which he was never to return, and hurried up to London.

Parliament met, having suffered an intermediate pro-
rogation, on the 20th of Junuary, 1628. The spirit
with which they reassembled was evidenced by their very
first movement. They revived every committee of
gricvance.  Sir John Eliot then moved a call of the
house for the 27th, when vital matters, he said, would be
brought into discussion. It was further ordered, on
his motion, that ¢ Mr, Selden should see if the petition
of rights, and his majesty’s answer thereunto, were
enrolled in the parlisment rolls and courts at West-
minster, and in what manner.,” Belden having reported,
almost immediately after, the gross fraud that had been
practised, Pym rose and moved an adjournment of
the dehate “by reason of the fewness of the house,
many being not then come up.” 8ir John Eliot's con-
duct was characteristic. * Since this matter,” he
gald iy now raised, it concerns the honour of the

eanduct of the judges in this case showed bow jl&f
to the significant suggestions of the king. * Vassal peaded tothe
the satule e mum comcedemda. The court of echi.
it dver-raled i anmw--ulﬂnﬂhmmum Chambers sued
(R & Feplevin b0 pecaver [ossssslon of hls gowds, on the groond thet &
re fur wnd poundege, without grant of parfinment, was
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hiouse, and the liberties of the kingdom. It is true, it
deserves to be deferred till a fuller house, but it is good
to prepare things ; for T find this to be & point of great

ce. 1 desire, therefore, that a select committee
may both enter into consideration of this, and also how
ather liberties of this kingdom have been invaded. 1
found, in the country, the petition of rights printed
indeed, but with an answer that never gave any satis-
faction. 1 desire & committee may consider thereof,
and present it to the house ; and that the printer may be
gent for, to be examined about it, and to declare by
what warrant it was printed.” Eliot's influence with
the house was paramount ; what he proposed was in-
stantly ordered, and the disgrace of the attempted im-
position indelibly fixed upon the king.!

Eliot followed up this blow. The seizure of the goods
of Mr. Rolles came into question ; some attempt was
made to narrow the inguiry ; and sir Robert Philips pro-
posed to refer the matter to a eommittee. Sir John rose
gharply, ¢ Three things, gir,” he said, © are involved
in this complaint ; first, the right of the particular gen.
tleman ; secondly, the right of the subject ; thirdly, the
right and privilege of the house. Let the committee
consider the two former ; but, for the violation of the
liberties of this house, let us not do less than our fore=
fathers. Was ever the information of a member com-
mitted to n committee ? Let wr send for the parties. Is
there not here a flat denial of the restitution of the goods?
Was it not also said that if all the parliament were con-
tained in him, they would do as they did ?  Let them
be sent for."? The sheriff of London, Acton, who seized
the goods, was in consequence sent for, appeared at the
bar on his knees, and was ordered to the Tower, The
afficers of the customs were, at the same time, punished.®

The fiery decision of Eliot had its usual effect upon
the court. mklngmtlmwgmthehmm

1 Gpe Parliamen Hist., val vili 045, ]46, The proteedings of thia
sesaiun ane ot ¥ reported (i warth's Collectiong.
Hist., vol vili. p. 256,

3 Pasl, Hist, vol viil. p. 957,



SIR JOHN ELIOT, g1

desire them to forbear all forther proceedings until he
should have addressed both houses next.day at White-
hall as he purposed. His speech was an entreaty that
they should not be jealous of him, and an endeavour o
impose upon them a self-evident absurdity — that he took
tonnage and poundsge, as a ¢ gift of the people,” but
as a gift, forsooth, for his life, according to the custom
of his predecessors; which he desired them, therefore,
to embody in a bill, since they had no discretion to with-
hold it.] This speech was not noticed by the eommons.

The 27th of January, the day fixed for the call of
the house on Eliot's motion, arrived. The house was
in debate on religions grievances. 1 have already alluded
to the encouragement given to arminfanism by the
court, and to the justifisble alarm it had been viewed
with by the popular party. Sir John Eliot’s present
purpose was to break the power of Lawd, and to this full
house he now presented himself in all the confidence of
an eloquence which worked its greatest influence on
minds of the greatest order, which could sway them at
will to high excitement or wrap them in deepest nd-
miration. The reader will perceive with what a sober
dignity the apening passages of this specch are conceived.

* Sjr." he began, taking advantage of & rest in the
debate which had been caused by Mr. Coriton, * 1 huve
alwayy observed, in the proceedings of this house, our
best advantage is in order ; and I was glad when that
noble gentleman, my countryman, gave occasion to stay
our proceedings ; for 1 feared they would have carried us
into & sea of confusion and disorder. And now having
oceasion to present my thoughts to you in this great and
weighty business of religion, 1 ghall be bolid to give &
short expression of my own affection ; and in that order
that, I hope, will conduce best to the effecting of that
work, and direct our labour to an end. To enter, sir,
into a particular disquisition of the writings and opinions
of divines, 1 fear it wonld involve us in a labyrinth that we
shall hardly get out of ; and perchance hinder that way,
and darken that path, in which we must tread. Before

i Parl Mist, vol, viil p 258 Hushworth, vol 1 o 6
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we know, however, what other men have declared, it is

that we should presently ourselves lay down
what is truth. T presume, we came not hither to dis-
pute of religion. Far be it from the thoughts of that
church that hath so long time confessed it, now to dis-
pute it. Shall posterity think we have enjoyed our
religion fourscore years almost, and are we now doobtful
of the defence ? God forbid. 1t may be, however, =ir,
anil out of some things lately delivered 1 have not un-
necessarily collected, that there is a jealousy conceived,
a% if we meant so to deal with matters of faith, that did
not perhaps belong unto us, as to dispute of matters of
faith. Ttisour profession. They are not to be disputed.
Neither will that truth be receded from, this long time
bheld. Nor is that troth decayed. It is confirmed by
parliament, because it was truth.  And this, sir, before
1 come to deliver myself more particularly, give me leave,
that have not yet spoken in this great canse, to give some
apprehension 1 have of fear ; for it is not in the par-
linment to make a new religion, neither, 1 hope, shall it
be in any to alter the body of that truth which we now
profess.”

Eliot now alluded to the declaration which I have
already described ss published in the king's name, but
which had issued from the hand of Laud. * I must
confess, sir, amongst all those fears we have eontracted,
there ariseth to me not one of the least dangers in the
declaration, which is made and published in his majesty's
name : anid yet, sir, this conclusion exclusively let me
state, that T may not be mistaken, —whatever in this, or
other things, shall appear to make mention of his ma-
Jjesty, we have not the least suspicion of jealousy of him,
I hope it is by those ministers about him, which not
only be, but all prinees are subject to.” The speaker then
adduced various precedents which covertly aimed at
Laud. “ As it was in that,” he continued, * so it may
be in this, [ speak to this end to draw it to this con-
clusion, that if there be any thing that earrieth the title
of his majesty, it may be the fault of his ministers. Far
be it from me to have suspicion of him. And now to
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that particular, in that declaration ; wherein, 1 confess
with me, is an apprehension of more fear than I have of
all the rest; for in the last particulars we heard what
iz sald of popery and arminianism. It is true our faith
and religion have before been in danger ; but it was by
degrees. Here, sir, like an inundation, it doth break
in at once. We are in danger at once to be ruined and
overwhelmed. For, I beseech you mark, the ground of
our religion is contained in these articles. If there be
any difference of opinions concerning the sense and in-
terpretation of them, the bishops and elergy in convoea-
tion have a power admitted to them here to do any thing
which shall concern the continuance and maintenance
of the truth professed ; which truth being contained in
these articles, and these articles being different in the
sense, if there be any dispute about that, it will be in them
to order which way they please ; and, for aught I know,
popery and arminianism may be a sense introduced by
them, and then # must be received. Is this a shight
thing, that the power of religion must be drawn to the
persons of those men? 1 honour their profession and
honour their persons; but, give me leave to eay, the
truth we profess is not men's, but God's; and God
forhid that men should be made to judge of that truth I

This passage wrought uwpon the house; and Eliot,
throwing out a sarcasm with his usmal skill and effect,
thus continued : —“1 remember a character [ have seen
in a diary of Edward VI., that young prince of famous
memory, wherein he doth express the condition of the
hishops and elergy in his time, and saith, under his own
handwriting, * that some for sloth, some for ignorance,
some for luxury, and some for popery, are unfit for
discipling and povernment.” 8ir, I hope, it is not so
with us ; nay, give me leave to vindicate the honour of
those men that openly show their hearts to the truth.
There are amongst our bishops such as are fit to be
made examples to all ages, who shine in virtue, like
those two faithful witnesses in heaven, of whom we
may use that eulogy which Seneca did of Caius — that
to their memories and merits, * Nec hoc quidem obstet
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quod nostris temporibus nati sint ;° and to whoze me-
mory and merit I may use the saying, that the others'
faults are no prejudice to their virtues ; who are so
industrions in their works, that I hope posterity shall
know there arc men that are firm for the truth. But,
sir, that all now are not so free, sound, and orthodox in
religion as they should be, witness the men complained
of —and you know what power they have, Wimness
those men nominated lately — Mr. Montague, for in-
stance. I reverence the order ; I honour not the man.
Others may be named as bad. 1 apprehend such fear
that, should it be in their power, we may be in danger
to have our whole religion overthrown,

“ But,” Eliot exclaimed, as he saw the excitement
rising in the house, * I give this for testimony, and thus
far do express myself against all the power and oppo-
sition of these men! Whensoever any opposition shall
be, I trust we shall maintain the religion we profess, for
in that we have been born and bred—nay, sir, if canse
be, in that I hope to die! Some of thess, sir, vou know,
are masters of ceremonies, and they lubour to introduce
new ciremonies in the church, Some ceremonies are
mseful :  Giveme leave to join in one that I hold neces-
gary and commendable,— that at the repetition of the
creeid we should stand up to testify the resolution of our
hearts, that we would defend that religion we profess,
In some churches it is added that they did not only
stand wpright with their bodies, but with their swords
drawn ! and if cause were, I hope, to defend our prince,
country, and religion, we should draw our swords against
all opposers ™ 1

This speech, it has been remarked, was a light that
fell into a well luid train. Its result was a * vow,™
made on the journals, that ™ the Commons of England
claimed, professed, and avowed for truth, that sense
of the articles of religion which were established in
parliament in the 13th year of queen Elizabeth, which,
by the public acts of the church of England, and

! Parl Hist, el vill, p, 268,
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by the general and current exposition of the writers
of that church, had been declared unto them ; and that
they rejected the sense of the Jesuits, Arminians, and
of all others, wherein they differed from it”! Eliot
did not fail to follow up this advantage. Some days
afterwanls he fastéened upon Laud by name. © In this
Laud,” he exclaimed, ¥ is contracted all the danger that
we fear ! and I doubt not but that his majesty, being
informed thereof, will leave him to the justice of this
house.”? His majesty, meanwhile, was sending message
after message to hasten the tonnage and poundage Bill,
every one of which, with admirable skill, was foiled by
Eliot and his friends.® In vain the king continued
his messages. Those were commands, they replied,
and commands were inconsistent with their privileges.
% The heart-blood of the commonwealth,™ added Eliot,
“ receiveth life from the privileges of this house.™ *
The question of religion surrendered to a sub-com-
mittee,—the popular leaders had engaged themselves in
& conclusion of the inquiry into the seizure of merchants’
goods, with a view tothe preventionof such future wrongs,
by the infliction of some stringent punishment on the de-
linquents concerned in the present. The chancellor of the
dutchy threatened the displeasure of the king, and a
close to the parliament. Eliot, entting short his threat,
quietly ohserved, * The question, sir, is, whether we
shall first go to the restitution, or to the point of delin-
quency. Some now raise up diffieulties, in opposition to
the point of delinquency, and talk of breach of parlia-
ments.  And other fears I met with, both in this and else-
where, Take heed you fall noton a rock. 1 am eonfident
to avoid this would be somewhat difficult, were it not
! Rughworth, vol 1. p. 648 ; Journals, Jun 9, The 15tk of Elizsheth
wab selected, beoamse the leghihiture had then ordersd the chergy o sulr
peribie the articles, and 1o read thom i the chirches, yet neither thit Eog-
Tish wor the Latin edition of that year contained the clause respecing
th; ;‘uﬂuﬁlﬂvﬂ' ml:lﬂlnu;:r the church,
3 Eviduntes of this will be fund fthroughout the dubates, On one orcs.
whan pnor old seoretary Cooke fell under & sharp rebuoke from Elisf, and

marrnwly eseapusl a he . Parl. Hist, wol, viil p §78,
* Varl, Biat, vl vid, p. 1L, "
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for the goodness and justice of the king.  But let us do
that which is jost, and his goodness will be so clear that
we need not mistrust.  Let those terrors that are threat-
ened us, light on them that make them. Why should
we fear the justice of a king when we do that which is
just? Let there be no more memory or fear of
hreaches; and let us now go to the delinquency of those
men. That is the only way to procure satisfaction.” !
Upon this the king sent word that he was the delin-
quent, for that what the accused did, * was by. his own
direct orders and command.” 2 This bronght matters th
& crisis, anid the house adjourned itself for two days.

On the 25th of February, when they reassembled,
the committee of religion had coneluded its report, and
a long list of formidable charges, levelled against Laud,
was sareed to be presented to the king. The question
of the king’s offence aguinst the privileges of the house,
in the seizure he had avowed, was thus judiciously
avoided, —yet an opportunity given to Charles, by some
redemption of the recently violated liberties, of receiving
from the patriot leaders, without betrayal of their trust,
a power of raising new subsidies. The king showed
his appreciation of this conduct by sending an instant
command to both houses to adjourn to Monday, the 24
of March.®

Eliot now saw what was intended, and prepared for it
with » fearless composure, He drew up a remonstrance
concerning tonnage and poundage. In this abie docu-
ment, nothing that is essential to a just opinion of the
conduct of the Commons respecting the hill that liad
heen proposed, is omitted. The delay is shown to have
been necessary, and the purposes of the leaders of the
house are nobly vindieated. It concludes with a solemn
statement, that ** the commons had so framed & grant of
subsidy of tonnage and poundage to your majesty, that
you might have been the better enabled for the defenee
of your realm, and your subjects, by being secured from

T Parl, Hist, vol viii, p 317 2 Parl, |
¥ farl. Hist, vol fﬁi.i?:ﬂﬁ Hushworth, vol, i.w M
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all undue charges, be the more encouraged cheerfully
to proceed in their eourse of trade; but not being, now,
able to accomplish this their desire, there is no course left
unto them, without manifest hreach of their duty both
to your majesty and their country, save only to make
this humble declaration, that the receiving of tonnage
and poundage, and other impositions not granted by
parlinment, is a breach of the fundamental liberties of
this kingrom, and of your majesty’s royal answer to the
petition of rights,"!  Eliot, at the same time, drew up
three articles of protestation, which ran thus:— 1.
Whoever shall bring in innovation in religion, or by
favour seck to extend or introduce Popery or Arminian-
ism, or gther opinions disagreeing from the troe and
orthodox church, shall be reputed a capital enemy to
this kingdom and commonwealth, 2. Whosoever shall
counsel or advise the taking and levying of the subsi-
dies of tonnage and poundage, mot being granted by
perlisment, or shall be an actor or instrumsent therein,
shall be likewise reputed an innovator in the govern-
ment, and a capital enemy to this kingdom and com-
monwealth. 3. If any merchant or other person
whatscever shall voluntarily yield or pay the said
subsidies of tonnage and poundage, not being granted
by parlisment ; be shall likewise be reputed a betrayer
of the liberty of England, and an enemy to the same.” 2

With these documents gir John Eliot entered the
house of commoms on the morning of the 24 of
March 1620, for the last time,

He waited only till prayers had been said, and then
arose.  For the last time, on that fatal day, this great
statesman struck, with daring eloquence, /at a pro-
fligate courtier and a dishonest churchman. * Buck-
ingham is dead,” he said, *but he lives in the hishop
of Winchester and my lord treasurer Weston! ™
{ Weston, it was understood, had been a party to the dis-

| Parl Hist. m,ﬂm;zm_ sl #ee the information afterwands ex-
Titited in the Star Cham n’umn,wu. pp. 5, 666,

® Rushworth, vol. L pp 600 and 566,
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astrons advice by which, Eliot had anticipated too surely,
they were now about to be dissolved. *“In the person
of the lord treasurer,” the orator contimoed, amidst
the interruptions of some, and the enthusiastic cheering
of others, — ““in his perzon all evil is contracted, for the
innovatien of religion, and for the invasion of our
liberties. He is the great enemy of the commonwenlth.
I have traced him in all his actions, and 1 find him
huilding on those grounds laid by his master, the great
duke, He, secretly, is moving for this interruption.
From fear, these men go about to hreak parlisments, lest
parlinments should bresk them.,” Eliot concluded, as
if by a forecast of the fature, with these memorable
words. ¥ T profest, as I am a gentleman, iff my for-
tuna be ever again to mest in this honowrable assembly,
where T now leave, T will begin again !™! Advancing
to the spesker, sir John Eliot then produced his re-
monstrance, and desired that he would read it. The

refused. He presentd it to the clerk at the
table. The clerk also refused. With fearless deter-
mination Eliot now read the remonstranee himself, and
demanded of the speaker, as a right, that he should put
it to the vote, Aguin the speaker refused. * He was
commanded otherwise by the king." A severe repri-
mand followed from Selden, and the spesker rose to
quit the chair. Denzil Hollis and Valentine dragged
him back. Sir Thomas Edmonds and other privy
eouncillors made an attempt to reseue him, bat * with
a strong hand ** he was held down in the chair, and
Haollis swore he should sit still, till it plessed them to
rise. The house was now in open and violent disorder.
The speaker weepingly implored them to let him go ; and
sir Peter Hayman in reply renounced him for his kins-
man ;—as the disgrace of his country, the blot of a noble
family, and & man whom posterity would remember
with scorn and disdain. Every moment increased the dis-
order, tll at lnst it threatensd the most serious con-
sequences. Bome members, involuntarily, placed their

! Parl. Hist val, viil p. 505,
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hands upon their swords,  Above the throng was agnin
heard the voice of the steady and undaunted Eliot.
@ T ghall then express by my tongue what that paper
should have done !|” He flung it down upon the floor,
and placed the protestations 1 have described into the
hands of Hollis. * It ahall be declared by us,” he ex-
claimed, ™ that all that we suffer is the effect of new
counsels, to the rnin of the government of the =nte.
Let us make a protestation aguinst those men, whether
greater or subordinate, that may hereafter  persunde
the king to take tonnage and poundage, without grant
of porlisment. We declare them capital enemies to
the king and the kingdom ! If any merchants shall will-
ingly pay those duties, without consent of parlisment,
are declared accessories to the rest!” Hallis in-
stantly read Eliot’s paper, put it to the house in the
character of speaker, and was answered by tremendous
acclamations.  During this, the king had eent the
serjeant to bring away the mace, but he could not obtain
admission ; and the usher of the black rod had followed,
with the same ill success. Ip an extremity of rage,
Charles then sent for the captain of his guard to force an
entrance, But a later and yet more disastrous day was
reserved for that outrage; for, meanwhile, Eliot's resalu-
tions having been passed, the doors were thrown open, and
the members rushed out in a body, carrying s king's
officer that was standing at the entrance ' away
them in the erowd.” | Such was the scene of Monday
the 2d of March 1620, * the most gloomy, sad, snd
dismal day for England, that had happened for 500
ot

The king instantly went down to the house of lords,

1 stsis this an the autherity of s M3, Iotier in the Slaane collectisn,
(4T7EL. The writer sdds, * It is said that o Welsh li"ﬁ-’“"“’! a grest
e b the Donme, cried el e T ahting.' Latiee W Faud

e i '
D“I-‘-u.ﬂmdlmu.s.lﬁaa.“

& M8 dlary of sir Symonds [VEwes. For the varlous accounts of this
remarkakle soene, froin which 1 have drawn the deseription, e
Rushwaorth, vol, i, p 660 Parl Hisa, vol. wiil Mm o
e information lodged against Elot in the Star {Hshworth L
. 8565.], and the preceedings on the subsequent information b the King's
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called the Jenders of the commons * vipers™ who should
have their rewards, and dissolved the parlinment, 1

Two days afterwards, sic John Eliot recoived a
summons to appesr before the council table. This
memorable scene closed his public life, and closed it
worthily, He was asked * whether he had not epoken
such and such words in the lower house of parlisment,
and showed unto the said house such and such & paper?”
Keenly and resolvedly he answered, ** that whatsoever
was said or done by him in that place, and at that time,
was performed by him as a public man and 4 member
of that house ; and that he was, and always will be,
ready to give an account of his sayings and doings in
that place, whensoever he should be called unto it by
that house, where, ns he taketh it, it is only to be
fuestioned ; and, in the meantime, being mow but a
private man, he would not trouble himself to remember
what he hud either spoken or done in that place, us
& public man,” He was instantly committed ; his study
was entered by the king's warrant, and his papers
seized,

Much time elapsed before his case was finally ad-
Judged, 1 will present, however, in as fow words us
possible, the course of the proceedings that were taken,
1 am shle to illustrate it by the help of letters of the
time.

Eliot sued for his habeas corpus. An answer was

Bench ; Seate vol fii.p or Rushwerth, ¥al, L }T, FTO—80L, Tha éx-
-miumj-:m before the council talle |Parl, Hisk, vol viil, i 3550 will be
Fouind highly interesting, Sir Miles Hohart sl * He woull not stick (o
earifiad that it was he that shut the door that dey; and when he had Iocked
the doat, pt the key in his podket [and he did |t because the hote e.
mandd 1!? Dienstl Hillis, finding * his mabesty was now efiended with
him, buembly desined that be mizht rather be 1 subijet af his menoy than
of his power,”  Ta which the bni tresssirer nspwered, ™ You mean rather
af lis miercy than of his justice.™  Mr, Halii replied, * 1 say

af his l'll.lfig_l' power, my bond. ™
| Parl, Hist, wvol. vl 235 ; and see Whitelocke's Memarials, j 12 *
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k.ulp';mﬁm“ 1|rnn.-_|- &5 ﬂll.lllﬂlt arud loyal wubjects s m-_rmug in the world,
A - T was only siene l’l]:hln A, them that hail
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’I.th-mufi.le.pEl. me wia dong with the studiey of Ssi
0



. EIR JOHN ELIOT. 101

returned in the shape of a general warrant, under the
king's sign manual. The insufficiency of this return
was 50 clearly shown by Eliot's counsel in the course of
the arpument, that the judges, * timid and servile, yet
desirous to keep some measures with their own eon-
sciences, or looking forward to the wrath of future
parliaments,” wrote what Whitelocke calls a * humble
anid stout letter | " to the king, stating that they were
bound to bail Eliot, but requesting that he would send
his directions to do so. This letter was not attetided
to; the judges in consequence deferred the time for
judgment ; and Eliot was continued in custody. When
the day at last arrived that judgment eonld no longer be
deferred, the body of Eliot was not fortheoming. In
vain his counsel called for judgment; the judges, in the
absence of the prisoner, declined. Eliot had been re-
moved by the king's warrant, the evening before the
mecting of the court, from the custody of the keeper to
whom his writ had been addressed ! Some days afier,
however, Charles consented that he should be broaght
wup for admission to bail, on condition that he presented
a petition declaring he was sorry he had offended.
The condition was spurned at onee. The offer was
repeated by the judges ; but Eliot * would do nothing,
but resolutely move for his habeas corpus, Whereat
one of the judges said, * Comes he to outface the
court #"" and the severity of his imprissnment was
ordered to be increased. * Some months passed away,
and the question still remained unsettled. Charles then
offered Eliot his privilege of bail, if he would give
sureties for good behaviour. Eliot at once declared in
answer, that he would never admit the possibility of
offending the law by liberty of speech in parliament.

| Whitelocke's Momaorials, p 14 The comfuct of the jodges was execrable ;
e P ST
#ilsle to discern a material diference Tetween him and the rest.

® Sloane, 35X, 6178, Various sriking sccounis af the proceeding, 14
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The judges are deseribed upen this to have snggested
to him the ility of his remaining in prison even
seven years longer.! He answered that he was quite
prepared ; his body would serve to fill up the breach that
was made in the public liberties as well as any other.
The king now showed himself equally resolute ; and,
refusing an enormous sum that had been offered for his
bail 4, ordered the attorney-general to drop the proceed.
ings in the Star Chamber, and to exhibit an information
against him in the King's Bench for words spoken in
parliament. As member of a superior court at the
period of the alleged offence, be pleaded to the juris-
diction, and thus brought in issue the great question of
the privilege of the house of commons, — the question,
in point of fact, upon which the character of * the
English constitution ™ altogether depended. The batile
was fought bravely by his counsel, tut vainly. The
court held that they had jurisdiction ; Eliot refused to put
in any other plea; and judgment was finally given,that he
% ghould be imprisoned during the king's pleasure, should
not be released without giving surety for good behaviour
and making submission, and, as the grestest offender and
ringleader in parliament, should be fined in J22000,™ 2

This iniquitous judgment found Eliot cheerfully
prepared, He immediately sent to the leutenant of
the Tower “ to provide him a convenient lodging, that
he might send his upholsterer to trim it up,” On
being told of the fine, he smiled, and said, * that he
had two cloaks, two suits, two pair of boots and En-
lashes ; and if they could pick 20000, out of that, much
good might it do them.” (1 have already mentioned the
course he had taken to provide for the worldly welfare

s 1t is u'lj'dy”hlmlt:‘l'nlfndi.. 2
. e auith
nifbred.  This was vast indesd lp;ilzllr‘unﬂﬁqmm':]:'mum' “?u'ﬂ
mstitatien, vol i p A1), whether any hall could be tpnd wince Elt
way condemned to be imprisundd ot the King's plessure. Mr, ¥ Larmeli
forgets that the bail was tenderod dwring the procesdings, and not at their

- lmwmﬂbﬂfmﬂlnlh!m'hilh,m.ﬁl' Rush.
worth, vol, | p 670=fiZl. The jadgmest we reversad hﬁ-“].:. Par.
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of his sone.  His extensive estates were at present held
by relatives in trust for their use.!) “ When 1 was first
committed close prisoner to the Tower,” he added, “ a
commission was directed to the high sheriff of Caornwall,
and five other commissioners, my capital encmies, to in-
quire into my lands and goods, and to seize upon them
for the king; mt they retumed a nikil.”# I could
multiply the evidences of his easy, and even gay, hu-
mour at this moment, He is described, for instance,
to have © langhed heartdly” at receiving a message from
the judges complaining of the * misbehaviour of his
page and servant, who, with others, had been tossing
dogs and cats in a blanket, in the open street of Seuth-
wark, near the King's Bench prison, saying, © We are
judges of these crestures, and why should not we take
our plessure upon them, as well as other judges upon
our master?’”  After some short delays, he was con-
ducted to the Tower, where he had twice before under-
gone imprisonment, and from which he never stirred
again. A man named Dudson, the under-marshal of
the King's Bench, who guarded him there, appears (o
have considered his person the peculiar property of a
dungeon. “ Mr. lieutenant,” he said, on delivering

| Boscowen was one of the trofees. A lotier to hhmiﬂmﬁ Elint
duﬁlg hin kinprisomment, lﬂm'ﬂ’ among the ERot ol 5dl.Y, sned
seln this a doubt. * Having s grear confidenos in your worth, a8 1
finil you to Bave been selected by my fxther.in-law, 1 have alsc
fur:gz‘ll‘lu pame Yo in & trust for the managem=t of that ponr frtuns
which, threugh the disturbances of thoee times, 1 may not call my oW,
Your troible will caby be for the sealing of some leases new nad then, wpon
compasiticns af my tenant ; for which, s there is oceasion, T have np-
painted this bearer, my servant, Maurice Bl to ur.mdlinu, 1o whom
ﬂrmhhﬂm Dehalf shall e o il satisfaction of the st Sir
o enntinued, nevertheless, as this extract istimates, o manage lis

cuninry affiirs himaell s long 2 he web able, nod b the exrly part of ::
Smprisamunt he areangsd with his own hand many of his tenants
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Hill was an inealusble servant to sir John in thess extremities, and
dﬂmmu-ﬁruﬁth'hmh&mmmmr“lﬂ
1 . IV laraetli ven these Interesting circumstanced
Erom lu-r:l Elbot's sdmsirstks muﬁnmn See Commentaries, vl Iv.
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Eliot, * T have brought you this worthy knight, whom
I berrowed of you some few months ago, and now do
him again."!
A * convenient lodging” had mot been
The only accommodation that could be had was “a
darke and smoaky room.” But he was not denfed the use
of books, and writing materials were, npon his earnest
solicitation, granted to him. Some of the letters
written at this period from his dungeon have fortn-
nately been preserved.? A great philosophical work, on
which he employed himself, has also come down to ns?
These present sir John Eliot, in this last scene of all, not
gimply unshrinking in forttude, true to himself, mag.
nunimous, and patient. All this he was ;—but something
yet greater than this. It would seem certain that, soon
after his imprisonment, a secret feeling possessed him that
his active life had closed. He did not acknowledge it to
himeelf distinctly, but it is not the less apparent. Daily,
under his confinement, his body was sinking. Daily,
as his body sank, his soul asserted independent
objects and uses. ** Not alone,” says the poet, whose
genius has just risen amongst us +—
“ Not alone when life fows atill do truth

And power emerge, but also when strange chanes

Affects its current ; I unissed onjunctiere

‘Where sickness breaks the hody — hunger, waiching,

E or languor — nftenest death's approsch —

Feril; dewp joy, or woe*
and now, as death approached Eliot— for, from the
first month of his present imprisonment, it approached
with the stesdiest and surest step — a new world revealed
iteelf, to be rescued and regenernted by his virtue ; a
mew tyranny to conquer, which needed not the physieal
aid that had deserted him in his struggle with the old ;
a pew government to establish which was within the
control and accomplishment of all : — ** the monarchy of

: Mend 1o mhdﬁrm 13 jioean,
3 It may be seen n the Pfuhmrﬁklim No 7208,
4 The suthor of Parscelous, Mr. Hobert Browning, There woubd be

Kt danger in predi that this writer will towledged
Bnterate pott.  He has rul;pwﬂﬂim:l-rmkuh -l-\
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man."  He resolved to oceupy the hours of his impri-
gonment with a work that should have for its object the
establishment of the independence of man's mind ; of
its power over the passions and weaknesses of Lumanity,
of its means of wresting these to the purposes of its
own government ; — the illustration of the greatest good
that could be achieved on earth, man's monarchy over
himself, s perfect and steady self-control. Such a
plan, while it embraced the lofty thoughts that now
sought freedom from his over-informed and sinking
body, would enahle him also to vindicate the comrse
he had pursued in his day of strength and vigour ; and,
in leaving to his countrymen, finally, an unyielded pur-
pose, an unquailing endurance, & still unmitigated hatred
of oppression, would teach them, at the same time,
that these great qualities had victories of their own o
achieve, in which no worldly power could fuil them ;
and that, supposing the public struggles of the time
attended with disastrous issue, it was not for man, with
his inherent independence, to admit the possibility of
despair. If greater virtue, and beauty, and general
perfectness of character, haveat any time, in any age or
country, been illustrated, I have yet to learn when, and
by whom.

These thoughts and purposes of Eliot soon broke
upon his friends. Hampden was watching his im-
prisonment with the most anxious solicitude. Tt is one
proof of the virtuous character of this great man having
already dawned, that Eliot had entrusted to him the
care of his two sons. Soon after the commencement of
his imprisonment, Hampden, who discharged this duty
with affectionate zeal, received from Eliot a long letter
of advice and counsel for them, which sufficiently in-
dicated the studies that already engaged himself. The
opening of it shows the last lingering of the struggle
which was soon to settle to a perfect composure.!
* Bonns,” he begins, *if my desires had been valuable

L ATl the extracis from letters that fillow, unles otherwise specifisd, wre
mlhﬂiunﬂuﬂrmllnd;tﬂfumdm .
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for ome hour, T had long sinee written to you — which,
in little, does deliver a large churacter of my fortune,
that in nothing has allowed me to be master of myself.
I have formerly been prevented by employment, which
was so tyrannical on my time, as all minutes were anti-
cipated ; mow my leisure contradicts me, and is soe
wviolent on the contrary, soe great an enemy to all action,
a8 it makes itself unuseful ;—both leisure and business
have opposed me either in time or libertie, that 1 have
had no means of expression but my praiers, in which 1
have never failed to make God the witness of my love,
whose blessings 1 doubt not will deduce it in some evi-
dence to you. And now having gotten a little oppor-
tunity (though by stealth), T eannot but give it some
testimony from myself, and let you sec my dearest
expectation in your good.” He goes on to say with
what delight he will always hear “of the progress of
your learning, of your apimess and diligence in that, of
your careful attendance in all exercises of religion, and
the instruction and improvements of your minds, which
are foundations of a future building.” Some. of the
philosophy of his own life he then presents to them.
“It is & fine history, well studied, — the observation of
ourselves.” He describes to them the many evils he has
endured, the continmity of his sufferings, * of which
there is yet no end. Should those evills,” he continnes,
“he complained # - Should I make lamentation of these
crosses ?  Should I econceave the worse of my condition
in the study of myself that my adversitics oppose me ?
Noe! 1 may not — (and yet I will not be so stoical ng
not to think them evils, 1 will not do that prejudice to
virtue by detraction of her adversaries). They are
evills, for I doe confess them, but of that nature and
soe followed, soe neighbouring upon good, as they are
noe cause of sorrow, but of joy ; secing whose enemies
they make us,—enemies of fortune, enemies of the world,
enemies of their children; and knowing for whom we
suffier, —for him that is their enemy, for him that can
command them whose agents only and instruments they
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are to work his trials on us, which may render us more
perfect and acceptable to himself. Should these enforce a
gorrow, which are the true touches of his favour, ik
not affect us rather with the higher apprehension of our

? Amongst my many obligations to my Crea-
tor, which prove the infinity of his mercies that like a
full stream have been always Howing on me, there is
none concerning this life, wherein 1 have found more
pleasure or advantage, than in these trialls and affictions
(and I may not limitt it soe narrowly within the con-
fines of this life which 1 hope shall extend much further),
—the operations they have had, the new effects they
worke, the discoveries they make upon curselves, upon
others, upon all.” Nobly and beautifully he subjoins,
¢ T'his happiness in all my trials has never parted from
me. How great then is his favour by whose means 1
have enjoyed it! The days have all seemed pleasant, nor
nights have ever been tedious, nor fears nor terrars have
possest me,—but a constant peace and tranquillity of the
mind, whose agitation has been chiefly in thanks and
acknowledgments to him by whose grace I have sub-
sisted, and shall yet I hope participate of his blessings
upon you. 1 have the more enlarged myself in this,
that you might have a right view of the condition which
1 suffer, least from a bye relation, s through & per-
speetive not truly representing, some false sence might
be contracted.  Neither could 1 thinke that altogether
unusefull for your knowledge which may afford you
both precept and example. Consider it, weigh it duly,
and when you find a signe or indication of some error,
make it an instroction how to avoid the like ; if there
appears but the resemblance of some virtue, suppose it
better, and make it a president for yourselves ; when
you meet the prints and footsteps of the almightie,
magnify the goodness of his providence and miracles
that makes such low descents ; consider that there isa
nature turns all sweetness into venom, when from the
hitterest hearbs the bee extracts a honie. Industry and
the habit of the soule give the effect and operation upol
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all things, and that to one seems barren and unpleasant
to another is made fruitfull and delightsome. Even in
this, by your application and endeavour, I am confident
may be found both pleasure and advantage. This comes
only as a testimony of my love (and sce you must accept
it, the time yielding noe other waie of demonstration)),
and by this expression know that 1 daily praie for your
happiness and felicity as the chief subject of my wishes,
and shall make my continual supplication to the Lond,
that from the riches of his mercie he will give you such
influence of his graces as your blessing and prosperitie
may satisly, and enlarge the hopes and comforts of your
most affectionate father,”

This is the nature which turns venom into sweetness,
Hampiden hastens to assure him that the present con-
duct of his sons is all he could desire. % If ever you
live,” he writes,  to see a fruite answerable to the pro-
mige of the present blossoms, it will be a blessing of
that weight as will turn the seale agninst all warldly
afflictions, and denominate your life happy.” His affec-
tion had spoken with too genervus a haste. The elder son,
John Eliot, who had been sent, by his father's desire, to
Oxford, fell into many irregularities, and greatly offended
the superiors of his college.! This was afterwards only
slightly intimated to his father, but it cost him much
pain, The younger boy, Richard Eliot, remained at
Hampden's seat, and pursned his studies under Hamp-
den’s care.  He appears to have interested his illustrious
tutor extremely. Delicately, however, Hampden is
obliged to intimate to his friend, at lust, that even
Richard is somewhat remiss in his studies.  Eliot im-
mediately writes to the boy. He begins by a slight
reproach for his not having written to his father, o[
had no little doubt, after so long a silence, where you
were, or whether you were or no.”  He desires him o
forego the temptations of his Young aequaintance ; to

| This youth afterwands, os 1 have alreaily notleed, * ran of™ with &

ward in chaotery, He became, ultimately, g b
Charles IL. Evelyn mentians him 17+ ® BUREEr-an o the court of
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forego, indeed, all society for the present, “that esea
malorum, as Cicero calls it,” and to retire wholly to
himself. * Virtue,” he continues, * is more rgid than
to he taken with delights ; these vanities she leaves, for
these she scorns berself ; ber paths are arducus and
rough, but excellent, and pleasant to those who onee
have past them. Homour is & concomitant they have
to entertain them in their journey, nay it becomes their
servant, and, what is attended by all others, those who
travel in that way have it to wait on them. And this
effort of virtne has not, as in the vulgar accaptation ; it
dwelling on a hill ; it erowds not in the multitude, but
extrn conspectum, ag Sencca saye, beyond the common
prospect.” He illustrates this further by some quota-
tions from his favourite Tacitus. That there was no
pedantry in this habit is proved by such familiar resort
to it in an affectionate advice to his boy. At this time,
indeed, as I shall presently show, he was living in the
world of the Mlustrious thinkers of old, and had entitled
himself to it as his own. He concludes his letter with
the following eloquent and earnest remonstrance : ** How
comes it that your tutor should complain you are care-
less and remiss? It canmot be, when there is true
affection, there should be indiligence and neglect; when
studie is declined the desires are alienated from the vir-
tne ; for no ends are attained without the means, and the
neglect of that shows a diversion from the other. If it
be since my last, T must resume my fears, that though
your own judgment did not guide you, my cautions
should be lost. [If it should be hereafter, when that
arlvise, those reasoms, and the commands and authority
of a father (a father most indulgent to the happiness of
his ehild), which I now give you,—to redeem the time is
spent, to redeem the studies you have missed, and to
redeem yourself who are ingaged to danger, or that
hazard and adventnre,—if these make no impressions,
and these must be read in the characters of your course ;
if they work not an alteration ; if they couse not a new
diligency and intention ; an intention of yourself, and in-
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tention of the ohject, virtue ; an intention of the means,
your study, and an exact intention of the time to ima
it to that end :—1 shall then receive that wound,
which T thank God no enemy could give me, sorrow
and affliction of the mind, and that from him from whom
1 hoped the contrary. But 1 still hope, and the more
confidently for the promise which your letters  have
assured me. Lot it be bettered in performance by your
future care and diligence, which shall he accompanied
with the prayers and blessings of your mogl loving
father,
Ultimately Eliot, having been much entreated to it by
his son John, consents that he shall go sbroad, and writes
to Hampden mentioning this, adding his desire, that,
before the youth's departure, he shonld endeavour to
obtain his “* licence,” or degree, at Oxford. He forwards
at the same time a letter of advice and instruetion, re-
specting a course and object in travel. He is particular
in his directions as to the places to be visited, in what
order, and with what purpose. He shows in this a
lively knowledge of the state of politics on the Conti-
pent. * Be careful,” he urges in conclusion, *in your
religion, make your devotions frequent, seeke the hless-
ing from shove, drawe your imitation to goode patternes,
lett not vaine pedantries deceive you, prepare your esti-
mation by your virtue, which your own carriage and
example must acquire, wherein you have assistants in
the most earnest prayers and wishes of your loving
father.,” 1In the same communication to Hampden, Eliot
sends an expression of his views respecting his younger
son, Richard. He considers that the best mode of em-
ploying with a good purpose his quick and vivacious
humonr, will be to send him to the Netherlinds, to learn
the art of war, in the company of sir Horace Vere, A
passage from Hampden's reply on these points, which is
charmingly written, will properly close this subject. *‘1
ame so perfectly scquainted,” he says, * with y* cleare
insight into the dispositions of men, and ability to fitt
them with courses suitable, that had you bestowed sonnes



SN JOHN ELIOT. 111

of mine as you have done y* owne, my judgm' durst
hardly have called it into question, especially when in
laying downe y* designe you have prevented the objec-
tions to be made agf it: for if Mr. Richard Eliot will,
in the intermissions of action, adde study to practice,
and adorne that lively spiritt with flowers of contempla-
tion, he'll raise our expectations of another sir Edward
[Horace] Vere,that had this character, all summer in the
field, all winter in his study,’ in whose fall fame makes
this kingdome a great looser : and having taken this reso-
lution from counsaile with the Highest Wisdom (as I
doubt not but you have), 1 hope and pray the same
Power will erown it with a blessing answerable to your
wish."”

It is a great privilege to be thus admitted to the pri-
vate thoughts and conduct of such men as Eliot and
Hampden. The secret of their public exertions is here
expressed. It is by the strength and right direetion of
the private affections, that we are taught the duty of
serving mankind. The more intense the faculty of
enjoyment and comfort in the narrow circle of family
regards, the more readily is its indulgence saerificed in
behalf of the greater family of man. The severity of
Eliot in the house of commons is explained by the
tender sweetness of these letters from the Tower.

Without & hope of release, Eliot’s imprisonment
pontinued. The whole county of Cornwall, 1 learn from
a manuseript letter, petitioned the king for his freedom!,
hut no answer was deigned. Sustained by the genins
of Wentworth, Charles’s tyranny was now open and
undisguised ; and, in a royal proclamation, he had for-
hidden even the name of parlisment to pass the lips of

1 Mesd to Stuteville, Sept. 260, 1090, DS letter. ‘Waor was Elint without
the sympathy of men of learning, correspantents of sir Hobert Cotton, in
Lamdun, at the universities, anid on the Comtineat | should glally besre
e cheerfil news of s hm Eliog,” writes the learned Richsnd Jumes.
5 WLl the tide tever turn P Then ool send @i biaven at oo last end 17
¥or 1s 1t tn be supposs that any possiil faany was wandng on the part
of hia Priends, Sir Bevill Gremvilie, in o letter G hinwife, * his best (riend,

the Ity Graee G " 't Hliar, as * being resolved to have him
murghw';:‘::nlr."- [Riones Memeriabi) Every caertion failed.
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the people.!  Eliot was not even suffered to remain
quietly in his wretched lodging. He was removed from
place to place, each one as “ darke and smoaky” as the
first. " The lodging which T had upon my first re-
remove before Christmas,” he writes to sir Oliver Luke,
** being again altered, T may saie of my lodgings in the
Tower s Jacob for his wages, * Now, then, ten times
have they chaunged it;' but, T thank God, not onee has it
caused an alteration of my mind — so infinite is that
mercie which has hitherto protected mee, and [ doubt nat
bat 1 shall find it with mee.” He concludes by refor-
ring to some * light papers” which seem to have

him in the intervals of his greater work. * When
you have wearied your good thoughts with those light
papers that I sent you, return them with the corrections
of your judgment. I may one day send you others of
more worth, if it please God to continue me this leisare
and my health, but the best can be but broken, snd in
patches from him that dares not hazanl to gather them.
Such thinges, from me, falling like the leaves in autumn
soe variously and uncertainly, that they hardly meet
again —bat with you 1 am confident what else my
weakness shall present will have a faire acceptance.”
This allusion to his health wos ominons.  Sickness had
alrepdy begun to threaten him,

Bome days after this, he writes to his kinsman
Knightley (whose son afterwards married one of Hamp-
den’s daughters), a description of what he conceives
to have been the commencement of his disorder, the

1 Ruak vl iop & LulhhnMnanuwﬂ"|ng
tonk peeasion also to attnck Eiior, lnrr.frrwhhu]hllur{:undhlnhl
commisomers of inquiry into Kliot's | ¥ hring had 5 * Bible pe
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a8 iF the seemdalous and seditions o iy the house of on '
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colds of his prison. * For the present I am whaolly at
a stand, and have been soe for this fortnight by a sick-
nesse which it has pleased my master to impose, in
whose hands remain the issues of life and death. It
comes originally from my colds, with which the cough
having been long upon me canses such il effects w
follow it, that the symptoms are more dangerous than
the grief ; it has weakened much both the apetite and
concoction, and the outward strength; by that some
doubt there is of & consumption, but we endeavour to
prevent it by application of the means, and, as the great
physition, seek the blessing from the Lord.” Good
bumour and easy quiet, however, did not desert him,
though his disesse steadily advanced. A week after the
date of the foreguing, he writes to Hampden, — ** Lately
my business hath been much with doctors, so that, but
by them, I have had little trouble with myself. These
three weeks I have had a full leasure to do nothing, and
strietly tied unto it either by their direction or my
weakness, The camse originally was a cold, but the
symptoms that did follow it spake more sickness: a
gradual indisposition it begot in all the faculties of the
bodie. The learned said a consumption did attend it,
but I thank God I did not feel or credit it. What
they advised ns the ordinance that's appointed I was
content to use, and in the time I was a patient, suffered
whatever they imposed. Great is the aathority of
princes, but greater much is their's who both command
our purses and oor wills. What the success of their
government wills, must be referred to him that is master
of their power. 1 find myself bettered, though not
well, which makes me the more readie to observe them.
The divine blessing must effectuate their wit— it is
that medicine that has hitherto protected me, and will
continue me amongst other affairs to remain your faithfull
friend.” Itis affecting to observe, even in his manner of
writing, & characteristic of the fatal disorder that had
seized him,

As his illness became more determined, the severity of

Vol I 1
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liis imprisonment was increased. Pory the letter writer,
indeed, remarked, about this time, * 1 heare eir John
Eliot is to remove out of his darke smoakey lodging
into o better ;” but 1 can find no evidence of the re-
moval. On the contrary, shortly before his last letter
to Humpden, he had written to Bevil Grenville (who
then opposed the court, but afterwards, with no sus-
picion of his virtue, died fighting for the king at
Landsdowne) a statement of increased restraint. His
friend had by letter alloded to some rumours that
were then abroad!, and on the faith of which
seems to have gossiped, as above, of his probable liber-
ation. * The restraint and watch uppon me,” Eliot an.
swers, * barrs much of my intercourse with my friends :
while their presence is denied me, and letters are soe
dangerons and suspected; as it is littde that way we
exchange ; soe as if circumstances shall condemn me,
I must stand guiltie in their judgments; yet yours,
{though with some difficultie 1 have received, and mania
times when it was knocking at my door, because their
convoy eould not enter I.'h.u:.r did retire again, wherein I
must commend the caution of your messenger, but at
length it found a safe passage by my ﬂervnnl}—mlﬂa mese
happie in your favour, for which this comes as a retri-
bution and acknowledgment. For those rumours which
you meet that are but artificial, or by chance, it must
be your wisdom not to credit them. Manie such false
fires are Ayinge dailie in the ear. When there shall be
occasion, expect that intelligence from frends ; for which
in the meene time you do well 1o be provided ; though I
shall crave when that dispute falls, properlie and for
reasons not deniable, o change of your intention in pare
ticulars as it concerns myselfe, —in the rest I shall con-
eur in all readiness to serve you, and in all you shall
1 Thiese rumours prevatled strongly at ong time. They arose ot of whis-
B S Sl i Tt el e
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command me who am nothing but as you represent.””
His concluding words are affecting. My humble
service to your ladie, and tell her that yet 1 doubt not
to kisse her hand. Make much of my godson.”
Immediately after this, instead of any evidence of
better treatment, I have to furnish proof of an acces-
slon of the most savage and strocious severity. Eliot
hitherto had been permitted, under certain restrictions,
to receive visits from his friends. This poor privilege
was now withdrawn, and — it is well that this is to be
offered on the best authority, or 1 could not have asked |
the reader to give credence to it — the comfort of o
fire, necessary to life in a damp prison, whose inmate
already struggled with a disorder brought on by cold,
was, in the depth of winter, wholly, or almost wholly,
denied to Eliot! On the 26th of December, 1631,
he thus writes to Hampden : —** That T write not to you
anything of intelligence, will be cxcused when 1 do let
You know that T am under » new restraint, by warrant
from the king, for 2 supposed abuse of liberty, in ad-
mitting a free resort of visitants, and uniler that eolor
bolding consultations with my friends, My lodgings are
removed, and 1 am pow where candle-light may be
suffiered, but scarce fire, 1 hope you will think that
this exchange of places makes not a change of minds.
The same protector is still with me, and the same con-
fidence, and these things can have end by him that gives
them being. None but my servants, hardly my son,
may have admittance to me, My friends 1 must desire,
for their own sakes, to forbear coming to the Tower.
You among them are chief, and have the first place in
this intelligence. 1 have now leisure,” he continues,
with affecting resignation, * and shall dispose myself to
business ; therefore those loose papers which you had, 1
would cast out of the way, being now returned again
unto me. In your next give me a word or two of note;
for those translations you excepted at, you know we are
blind towards curselves ; our friends must be our glasses;
12
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therefore in this T crave (what in all things 1 desire)
the reflection of your judgment."

Thus, in the midst of his worst sufferings, Eliot had
the consolation and sustaimment of the philosophical work
in which he had engaged. His own study, as I have
deseribed, had been plundered of its papers and sealed
up by the king; but his friends supplied him with
books ; and in this office, as in every other care and
kindness, Hampden was most forward.! Sir Robert
Cotton's library would have proved of inestimable value
to Eliot at this time, ns some few years before it had
gerved a kindred spirit?, but the atrocious tyranny that
now prevailed had reached its learned owner.  Acensed
of having furnished precedents to Selden and Eliot, sir
Robert Cotton's great library was seized and held by the
king ; and, unable to survive its loss, the great scholar
died.? [ have spoken of a kindred spirit with that
of Eliot, It iz impossible, in describing Eliot's labours
at this moment— when,

——enitive slill, and unrestrain®d, his mind
Explar’d the long extent of ages 4
And with bis prEun hours enrichd the workd

—not to recollect sir Walter Raleigh. Kindred they
were, at least, in magnanimity of spirit and large-
ness of intelleet. If it were worth while, T counld
point out other resemblances.  Their faces, in portraits
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1 have geen, were strongly like. They were both of old
Devonshire families ; both were new residents in Com-
wall ; and, through the Champernownes, one of whom
had given birth to Raleigh, their families were in a de-
gree related.!  They both died victims of the grossest
tyranny, but not till they bad illustrated to the world
examples of fearless endurance, and left, for the world's
instruction, the fruit of their prison hours. In one
particalar here, or rather accident, the resemblance
fails ; for Raleigh's intention of benefit was fulfilled by
the publication of his labours, while Eliot's have re-
mained to the present day unpublished, disregarded,
almost unknown. 1 shall shortly endesvour to remove
from literature at least a portion of this reproach ; and,
in doing so, an opportunity will be given to Eliot him-
self to complete this allesion to Raleigh, by one of the
finest tributes that has yet been paid to that gallant and
hernic spirit.

The health of the imprisoned philosopher sank day
by day. His * attorney at law,” however, told Pory
that he was the same cheerfol and undaunted man as
ever. His friends now appear to have resolved to make
a desperate effort to save him. 1 quote from ome of
Pory's manuscript letters to sir Robert Puckering.?
“ On Tuesday was se'nnight, Mr. Mason of Lincoln’s
Tnn made & motion to the judges of the King's Bench
for sir John Eliot, that, whereas the doctors were of
opinion he could never recover of his consumption until
such time as he might breathe in purer air, they would,
for some certain time, grant him his enlargement for
that purpose. Whereunto my lord chief justice Richard-
son answered, that, although sir John were brought
low in body, yet was he as high and lofty in mind as
ever, for he would neither submit to the king, nor to
the justice of that court. In fine, it was concluded b}r
the bench to refer him to the king by way of petition.™

Eliot refused to do this, procesded still with his

| See a stulement at p, & of this memair; and Bing: Brit, vol v, p 5
'!-umun.’" 5 i L L
I
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treatise, and uttered no complaint. Hampden eon-
tinued to send him books, and, with delicate good sense,
rallies him to his labours. ** Make good use of the
bookes you shall receive from mee, and of your time ;
be sure you shall render a strict account of both to
your ever assured friend.” As the work progressed, it
was sent in portions to Hampden, who eriticised it,
and, as I shall show, gave value to his praise by
oceasional objection.  * And that to satisfy you, not
myzelfe, but that by obeying you in a command e
contrary to my own dispesition, you may measure how
large a power you have over John Hampden." Very
little political allusion passed in these letters. It was &
dangerous subject to touch, for Eliots correspondence
was never afe from exposure.!  Bome time before, he
had mentioned this, as we have seen, to Grenville ;
and he wrote to Denzil Hollis a letter which bears
upon political affairs, but only in dark hints, which he
might not express more plainly. * Through a long
silence,” he says, *“ I hope you can retaine the confidence
and memoire of your frende. He that knows your
virtue in the penerule cannot doubt any particolar of
your charitie. The corruption of this age, if no other
danger might occur, were an excuse, even in buisiness,
for not writing. The sun, we see, begets divers mon.
sters on the earth when it has heat and violenee ; time
may do more on paper ; therefore the safest intercourse
is by harts; in this way I have much intelligence to
give you, but you may divine it without prophesie.”
Nearly four years had now passed over Eliot in his
prison.  Those popular leaders who had been sub-
Jected to confinement at the same time, had all of them,
within the first eighteen months, obtained their relegss, 2

! Many of H en's most heswtifisl letters mever reachpd hi
2 Bedure Valentine had pbtwined bis bail, Eliot began tn lllr;:;t bim of
wh Telsnse; and hir writes of him i a friend, Thims

ak which if he enter to preforment, you shall know it from y:m

friend 1 could furmish meny wich froof
which Eliot watched the virtue of his frendy " © o Jlus care wiil
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Eliot only was detained, After the conclusion of the
treatise that had so long served to keep up his interest
and atiention, be appears to have sunk rapidly. Almost
worne out by his illness, his friends at last prevailed
upon him to petition the king. The aceount of his
< manner of proceeding * is affecting to the last degree.
I give it in the words of a letter from Pory to sir
Thomas Puckering. ** Hee first presented a petition to
his wmajesty, by the hand of the licatenant his keeper,
to this effect : —* Sir, your judges have committed mee to
prison here in your Tower of London, where, by reason of
the quality of the ayer, I am fallen into a dangerous
disease. I humbly beseech your majesty you will eom-
mand your judges to sett mee Bt liberty, that for
recovery of my health T may take some frezh ayer,” &t
Whereunto his majestie’s answere was, * it was not
humble engugh.” Then sir John sent another petition
by his own sonne to the effect following : — * 8ir, 1 am
hartily sory I have displeased your majesty, and, having
so said, doe humbly beseech you once againe to coflinnd
your judges to ectt me at liberty, that when I have
recovered my health, 1 may returne back to my prison,
there to undergoe suche punishment as God hath
allotted unto mee;’ &e.  Upon this the lieutenant came
anid expostulated with him, saying, it was proper to him,
and common o none else, to doe that office of delivering
petitions for his prisoners. And if sir John, in a third
petition, would humble himselfe to his majesty in ac-
knowledging his fault and craving pardon, he would
willingly deliver it, and made no doubt but hee should
obtaine his liberty. Unto this sir John's answer was
— <1 thank you, sir, for your friendly advise, but my
spirits are growen foeble and faint, which when it shall
please God to restore unto their former vigour, T will
tuke it farther into my consideration.’ " !

That this is a perfectly correct account, eannot be
doubted. anmﬂe:ﬂdthepurﬁculmmﬂwdiﬂh
of Eliot, and gives us his authority. s A gentleman,” be

1 H.-ﬁu‘ﬁmm
1
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zays, * not unknown to sir Thomas Lucy, told me from
lord Cottington's mouth, that sir John Eliot's late man-
ner of proceeding was this.” Moareover, in one of
lord Cottington’s own despatches to Wentworth, the
savage satisfaction with which the court had received,
and with which they knew lord Wentworth would alse
receive, the assurance of the approaching desth of the
formidable Eliot, is permitted to betray itself. * Your
ol dear friend sir John Eliot,” cbserves the chancellor
of the exchequer to the lord deputy of Treland, winding
up a series of important advices with this, the most
important of all, “ 15 vERY LiER TO DR |

Within two months from that date lord Cottington's
prediction was sccomplished.  Eliot, however, had yet
a duty of life left, which he performed with character.
istic purpose. He sent for a painter to the Tawer, and
had his portrait painted, exactly as he then appeared,
worn out by disease, and with a face of ghastly paleness,
This portrait he gave to his son, that it might hang on
the walls of Port Eliot near a painting which repre-
sented him in vigorous manhood, —a constant and vivid
evidence of the sufferings he had unshrinkingly borne,
“a perpetual memorial of his hatred of tyranny.”
These pictures are at Port Eliot still. [ have heen
favoured with a loan of the earlier portrait, by the
courtesy of lord Bt. Germains, It represents a face
of perfect health, and keenly intellectual proportions.
In this respect, in its wedge-like shape, in the infinite
majesty of the upper region, and the sudden narrowness
of the lower, it calls to mind at once the face of sir
Walter Raleigh. Action speaks out from the quick
keen eye, and meditation from the calm breadth of the
brow. In the disposition of the hair and the
beard, it sppears, to & casual glanee, not unlike Van.
dyke's Charles. The later portrait is a profoundly
melancholy contrast. 1t is wretchedly painted, but ¢
expresses the reality of death-like life. " It presents Eliot
in a very elegant morning dress, apparently of lace, and

! Serafford's State Papers, vol. | . 78, dated October 18 1638



KR JOHN ELIOT. 121

bears the inscription of having been * painted a few
days before his death in the Tower.”

In the Jast moments of his life, Eliot presented the
perfect pattern of a Christian philosopher. 1 quote the
last of his letters to Hampden.— “ Besides the ac-
knowledgment of your favour that have o much com-
passion on your frend, I have littde to return you from
him that has nothing worthy of your acceptance, but
the contestation that I have between an ill bodie and
the aer, that quarrell, and are friends, as the summer
winds affect them. I have these three daies been
abroad !, and as often brought in new impressions of the
colds, yet, body and strength and appetite, 1 finde my-
self bettered by the motion. Cold at first was the
occasion of my sickness, heat and tenderness by elose
keepinge in my chamber has sinee inereast my weakness,
Air and exercise are thought most proper to repaire ir,
which are the prescription of my doetors, though noe
physick. 1 thank God other medicines T now take not,
but those catholicons, and doe hope T shall not need
them. As children learn to go, 1 shall get acquainted
with the aer, practice and use will compasse it, and now
and then a fall is an instruction for the future, These
varietics He does trie us with, that will have us perfect
at all parts, and as he gives the trial he likewise gives
the ahility that shall be necessary for the worke, He has
the Philistine at the disposition of his will, and those that
trust him, under his protection and defence. O infinite
mercy of our master, deare friend, how it abounds to us,
that are unworthy of his service! How broken ! how
imperfect | how perverse and crooked are our waies in
obedience to him! how exactly straight is the line of
his providence to us! drawn out through all oceurrents
and particulars to the whole length and measure of our
time ! how perfeet is his hand that has given his sonne

abecas P ot Eiot " Tt sl S e e Mgy et fhe
st * bettered " him, were only what be could win from &
wmdlﬁhmmdmm It s easy to conclude

sight of his mative county, the greeting of ane hesltbfiol
Carnish breese, almont instantly have restored him.
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unto us, and through him has promised likewise to give
us all things — relieving our wants, sanctifying our
necessities, preventing our dangers, frecing us from all
extremities, and dying himself for us! What can we
render 7 what retribution can we make worthy soe
great o majestie ? worthy such love and favour # We
have nothing but ourselves who are nnworthy above all,
and yett that, as all other things, is his. For us to offer
up that, is but to give him of his owne, and that in
far worse condition than we at first received it, which
yet (for infinite is his goodnesse for the merits of his
sonne) he is contented to sccept. This, dear frend,
miust be the comfort of his children ; this is the physic
we must use in all our sicknesse and extremities ; this
is the stremgthening of the weake, the muriching of
the poore, the libertie of the captive, the heslth of the
diseased, the life of those that die, the death of the
wretched life of sin | And this happiness have his saints,
The contemplation of this bappiness has led me almost
beyond the compass of a letter ; but the haste I use
unto my frends, and the affection that does move it,
will I hope excuse me. Frends should eommunicate
their joyes : this as the greatest, therefore, T could not
but impart unto my frend, being therein moved by the
present expectation of your letters, which always have
the grace of much intelligence, and are happiness to
him that is trulie your's"

T add to this an extract from one of Pory's letters,
dated November 15, 1632, — * The same mnight,
Monday, having met with sir John Eliot's attorney in
Bt. Paul's Churchyard, he told me he had been that
morning with sir John in the Tower, and found him
g0 far spent with his consumption as not like to live a
week longer,” 1

He survived twelve days. On the 2Tth of November,
1632, sir John Eliot died. Immedistely after the
event, his son (Richard, as I presume, since he did
not go abroad as he purposed) ** petitioned his majesty

| Harlsian M3, 7000,
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ence more, hee would bee pleased to permitt his bady
to be carried into Comwall, there to be buried,
Whereto was answered at the foot of the petition, * Lets
sir John Eliot's body be buried in the church of that
parishe where he dyed’” ! This attempt to wreak an
indignity on the remains of Eliot was perfectly in ac-
cordance with Charles’s system. A paltry piece of
heartless spite on the lifeless body of a man, appro-
priately closes a series of unavailing attempts to reduce
his living soul. What remained of the great statesman
was thrust into some obscure comer of the Tower
church, and the court rejoiced that its great enemy was
gone.

Frithful and brave hesrts were left to remember
this, and the sufferings of Eliot were not undergone in
vain. They bore their part in the heat and burthen of
the after struggle. His name wis one of its watch-
words, and it had none more glorious. His sufferings,
then, have been redeemed. The manner of his death
was no more than the completion of the purposes of his
life. Those purposes, and the actions which illustrated
and sustained them, T have described in these pages, for
the first time, with fidelity and minuteness. In doing
this, I have also endeavoured to exhibit his personal and
intellectual qualities so fully, that any reiteration of
them here might be tedious, and is certainly un-
necessary. In estimating his character as a statesman,
our view is limited by the nature of the political
struggle in which he acted. We have sufficient evidence,
however, to advance, from that, into a greater and more
independent field of achievement and design. His genius
would assuredly have proved itself as equal to the per-
fect government of a state, as it showed itself supreme
in the purpose of rescuing a state from misgovernment.
As a leader of opposition, he has had no superior in
history, probably no equal. His power of resource
in cases of emergency was brilliant to the last degree,
and his eloquence was of the highest order, The

- Harleizn MBS, 700
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moral structure of his mind was as nearly perfect, as
that of the most distinguished men who have graced
humanity. It ranks with theirs.

Yet this is he, whose memory has been insulted by &
series of monsirous slanders flung out aguinst it by
political opponents with a recklessness beyond parallel !
The time for such slanders, however, has happily
passed away, and the name of John Eliot may now be
preserved, nnsullied, for the affection and veneration of
his countrymen.

What remains to be said of this great person, T shall
gubjoin as an appendix to this memoir. 1 am
about to examine his philosophical treatise for, T believe,
the first time. It has been mentioned certainly
more writers than one, and about twenty lines have been
quoted from it; but this is the utmost extent of appre-
ciation it has received. No ome has yet shown any
evidence of other than the most superficial glance at
its contents ; none of its passages of mingled sweetness
and grandeur have been quoted ; no attempt has even
been made to describe them. I am sbout to remove
this reproach from literature, and to enrich it with
several speeimens of thought “and style, which might
give an added lustre to the reputation of our loftiest
writers in prose — to 8 Hooker, or a Milton.



APPENDIX.

Some Account of an unpublished Fhilosophical Trentise

ENTITLED

THE MONARCHY OF MAN,

WRITTEN BY SIR JOON ELIOT DURING HIS LAST
IMFRISONMENT,

A coxmneratios of such affecting Tnterest is so immediately
and vividly excited in looking at the frst page of this manu-
seript, that 1 have had it carcfully copied for the reader. It
presents at once the scene of Eliot's imprisonmaent, and the
lonely and weary bours this cherished work may have lightened,
The pure exaltation of the philosopber is approached most
nearly by the simplicity of a child ; and bow touching s the
child.like eare and intercst, which, to while away the lingering
time, has so claborately wrought itsell within every letter of
this exquisite title | Crovching under the T and the M, two faces
will be detected — rather ungain indeed, but still sufficient to
remind the solitary prisoner of the more % human face divine.”
I leave the rest to the imagination of the reader, which s, in
many respects, silently and deeply appealed to, I will only
add, that the omision of the word * fecit,” in the truly mnd
touchingly noble motto, appears to me to be in the highest
taste. Tt rends, as it stands, like an abridged motto oo a shield,
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chivalrousand significant. It isuo proof of the judgment of the
only two writers who have given the title of this treatise, that
they underiake to repair Eliot's omission in this respect,

This wood-cut, it is to be observed, in very considerably
reduced. from the original, which is of o folio size. The
Treatise itself accupies two hundred and forty folio pages, which
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wre wrilten over with extreme closencss, and by no means so
legibly as the specimen before the reader. Eliot was fond of
abbreviations ; and the key of his style, in that particular, has
grown something rusty, and tries the patience.

The Treatise opens with a general proposition in favour of
what Eliot ealls the covenant of monarchy, The example of
man's monarchy follows, the monarchy of the mind, as the
grestest of those covenants, after that of the government of
nature, of God.

* OF all covenantes, kingdomes are the best, answering Lo
the first and highest, both of Institutions and examples, sither
in the palicie of man or the president of his maker. Next to
that great monarchie and kingdome, guod sub Jove nomen habet,
in which the microcosme, the whole world, is comprehended,
is the monarchie of man, that little world and microcosme,
coming the neerest, both in order and proportion, for excellencie
of matter and exquisitnes of forme. In tyme and order nothing
makes to question it ; it beeing the instant and ifediste sue-
cessor of that greater, wherein, the Creation heing accomplisht,
tman was made a governour.  In excellency and propartion
whnt paralell may it hive ? — what similitude can b given it ?
its forme bll'il'l‘l.ikel.h! :ikpmilim of the beavens, soe geo-
metricall und exact, that each part, esch arbe, hath his owne
motion, in his own tyme, to his owne ends, genuine snd
proper.”

The course of each * orbe and member™ is pursued in terms
of exalted eulogy, and the * matter™ is next handled. By this
is meant the subject matter of the proposed government,
which embruces nothing extraneous, nothing connected with
ereatures that are inferior, in point of grandeur, to man himself.

# The excellence of the matter likewise does appear, in that
it is not sn invention of bumsnitie, & fabrike of art, but of
& substarice beauenly, the perfection of all creatures, the true
image of the Deity. ‘Twere too lowe, too narrow, for the
founder to reduce the gouernment to beasts and to confine it
to that compasse, which yet likewise was cast within mans will,
and those things submitted to his use. This were unworthie
the originall, that transomdent grestnes from whence this ex-
cellence is derived, to applie it onely to such things. And
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much mare were it unworthie the ends, the glary and the honor,
of that greatnes which reflects from purer abiects. T is larger,
tis better. "Tis of mon chiefly this government consists.
Man, tobe the pournour of himselfe, an exact monsrehie within
him, in the composition of which state, nothing withotit him
may have interest, but all stands subservient to his wse, bee
oaly to kis maker."

Elliot then proposes to consider the componmt parts of this
monarchy, and the relative duties they sustain,

# In this monarchie of man, to moke the excellence con-
spleuous, first is requisite a deseription of the parts, then the
knowledge of there duties ; — that, euery member besing seene,
and the office it sustaines, it may then appeir of what use and
advantages they are, what severall meritts they implie, both in
degrees and simplie, what conference they have, of how much
importance to the generall, what correspondence and relations
with themsslves.

“In the parts, the minde doth sitt as soversigne, in the
throne and center of the heart, the station of most apines both
for intelligence and comand. Two sorts of servants doe at-
tend him, daily sdministring in that court ; — the one for nse
and businesse, as Plutarke has it of Craterns, friends and
servants to the Kiwg ;—the other, like Hephestion, for plea-
sure and delight, frinds and servants unto Avzzasnes. These,
the rationall and bruite faculties of the soule, are both necessaris
in theire kinds, both usefull 1o telr sovernigne, though differ-
ing in theire service, and differing in the way.

4 Of the first n senate §s compos'd, = solid body for councill
and advice, still intent on the gouernment. Such are memaorie,
judgement, fancie, nod theire like.  Thesecond are the waiters
and followers, which respect not the affaires, but the presence, of
thefre king, ns the will and affections that accompanic him,
Sabservient to thess, and according to these principles, all other
things are mov'd, every part and member in his place; the
great officers beeing the sences; and ministers subordinate, the
argans ; the suhiect, the body, in which all thess subsist,— and
though the most unactive part it be, vet it is truely called the
center and foundation of the rest.
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# This is the frame and canstitution of this monarchie, and
of these parts it does consise.™

The question fullows of the several offices and duties of these
various parts, and, * Do this point,” Eliot observes, with an
allusion of extreme elegnnce, * wee shall endeavour to expiresse,
a8 young painters doe mre beauties, some lines and slight re-
semblances, though, in the exactnes, wee come shart of the trus
figure and perfoction,” .

“ﬂwsilmmmﬂunhurlhnnlll, to which all are
equally obliged ; prince as well as subiects, subiects s theire
pﬂm;;lluﬁmmdiuﬂ:dhlﬁnmhmdlﬂmmmp_
able for that trust; proportionably indesd wo the quallities they
are in ; geometrically, and ad pondus, theugh not arithmetically
and alike. The greater avd mare dignified, for more, a3 more
advantage has been given thetn ; the losse, and all, for some-
what to the enpacities they have. Which is for the conservation
af the whole, the publike wilitie and good, wherein all indes-
wiilirs must contermingte as theire abeolnte and true end,

* And the resson is binding in this point.  For if the whola
fabrike be desolved, bow cnn o part subsist? He it the
chamber of the councill, the head; or the king's throne, the
heart ; or yot, which is more excellent, what they both containe,
the king himself ond councell, the mind and faculties of
ressan ; —what subsistance can they have, or what being can
they bold, without that frame and body of which they are king
and councell? A father i son called, but in relation 1o a child ;
and if that childhood cense, he eenses to be & father. It is igno-
mance, madness, to think that in 2 disjuncture they can stapd §
either the prince or the subiect; when the prince is such but in
refrrence to the subiect, and the subiect has not beimg without
the subsistance of the stute. Adee manifostum et (25 an
emperour speaks in Tecitus) neg; perire meg; sclvor exe, mis
wag, fr. The coninneture is so strict, that in the diseolution of
the generall, noe particuler can be fast; and, without preserv.
lﬂmﬂ%mﬂmhﬁjmmdtwm!ﬂprt
must strive for the conservation of the whals, and that whole
imend the preservation of the pans.”

Eliot thes reduces to two heads, the division and limitation
of their respeetive dutier.  The passage is striking,

YOL- 1. K



1300 BRITISH ETATESMEN,

4 The king is to command ; the subject to obey. Both,
however, with like readines in theire places ; and like affisction -
to each other. The sobiect must not make his center in him-
self, and direct onely his Indeavours to that end as if there
thiry were to terminate ; but they must alwales be with respect
umto his soueraigne, and to the publike good, therein inclining
his will. As the king is to answere this obeervance in cor-
grespondency thereof, he must not retire his thoughts to private
purposes and designes,—respects that are particuler, peculier
interests of his owne ; — but his authority must move s it has
been appointed, in ordine, for his subiects, for the common use
and benefit, for the safety and tranquillitie of the state, for the
singuler advantage of each member, and the universall hap-
pinesse and good. "

Tha treatise now Hows naturally into an examination of the
analogies of civil government.

“ And in this, generally, this monarchie is agreesble to all
athers, of the same frame and constitution ; and what is troe in
them is conclusive upon this, their reasons being alike ; s con-
versively from this, may be srgued to the rest.  Wee will
therefore consider them together, to see how the anthority does
arise, and what powers and judgments have been giuen them.
That done, wee will discend to exercises and corruptions, with
the effects and consequences that are incident, from whenee, by
eomparison, the knowledge wille be easie. ' Where the advantage
rests, that shall be an evidence to instifie the right. Ewm
the fruite and proffic shall be made srguments to prove it
Wherein, notwithstanding all disguises to the eontrarie, the
true wtife shall be seen, like the heliotropium, that besutie
af the gardens, always converting to the sunne, the bonestum,
to which it shutts and opens, as that is present or removed,”

The original of civil monarchy Eliot seeks for in the heavens.
Froun the solitude of his dungeon, into that clear region, ** above
the thunder,” it was some consolation to pass!

“ To finde cut the originall of these excellencies, the begin-
ning of these monsrchies snd monarchs, wee must first search
the hewverm, and, by ascending thither by thought and speenla-
tion, bring down the knowledge of that truth. Wee shall there
see them, from before all eternitie, writtén in the councells of
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the court, the great ruler there bauging so decreed it, in con-
formity to bis gouernment, From his owne excellence and
perfection. was theire iden taken, the patterne wnd exnmiple
being himselfe, the worke his awne, the institution snd inven
tion his, and the end and scope for which it was ordained,
Soe thence wee shall finde theire originalls derived ; there
they haue beginning ; from thence they baue continuance;
there both their Genesis and Exodus are inroll'd. All their
degrees, periods, and revolutions, their rumissions, and intentions,
are guided by this infuence, fude ot imperator, (saith Tertullian),
wade of Romo ; inde potestas, ende et spiritue. The sami poiwer
which first created mun gave their originall to princes.  Ha
who of nothing gave being wnto all things, — e that to man
whilst he was yot but clay, that unsctive pieee of clement, in-
fased a spirit and fire to give him life and motion,—from him
procecds this power."

Aristotle, Dion, Plato, and Pliny give the strength of their
autharity to the writer ; and, pursuing various monarchical ana-
logies, in & manner much resembling that of Sydney's trontise,
through families, eities, and so on, be arrives at the government of
the “ great globe itsell," in cansidering which, he says, the reason
sinks, for, since it cannot aseend up 1o nature, which is but
the duugliter of the world," nruch less should it compass * the
warld, the universall mother of all mature.”  Eliot then exe
elaims, with a passing eulogy on Cicern, which, cansidering the
many points of literary resemblance between thom, is very in=
teresting—* Withouta maker the world had not born at first, with-
out a ruler it would have no continuance. The varietios and
contrarieties that are in it, beyond the understanding of weake
man, &0 reconciled to arder and agreement, give it a full ex-
pression. ) the beight of this gradation, which none but Cleero
could climbe " And thus be proceeds trough s laboured pernise,
eopsidering the accomplished Roman in all his aspects, “ re-
aorting to the person from the cause, from the client to the ad-
vocate,” till be knows not, as he expresses it, * whethor his
truth o eloquence be more admirble,™

The next passuge T shall quote, is besutiful and characteristic,
Eliot proposes ta examine the authority of prinees, their powers
and judgments, with their controlling rules and lmit., In the

n 2
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course be lays down towards this, T recognise an admirshle
serse of the proprieties in argument, with s feeling of the pro-
bable pubilic appearance of his labours 3 & glance at the strange
nspect of the times, and an endeavour to save bis work, as it
were, from the severities that had fallen on himself; —which will
not be read without much interest. Tt i full of delicate beauty.
1 subjoin to this the commencing passages of the argument
which follows it, bespeaking toleration for the objects and in-
tentions of man, on the ground of the wretched dependency and
infirmity of his acts

i Thus then wee see how the authority does rise, and from
whenice princes have ariginall, both in particular, for ours, and
genenlly, for all nature, therein assenting, Ohur next view miust
be of the powers and judgements that are given them ; whereln
likywise there is community. Then their rules and limis wee
will touch, with some notes of advantage and disad vantage from
the use, Which done, wee will draw the spplicntion w0 ourselves,
o our owne monarchie, the mind, and shew the propriety of
that ; bandling by the way the questions most in controversie,
touching the exercise of that power ; which wee will take, as they
are emergent from our sabject, and arise naturlly in discourse ;
not compelling, not coveting, any that does not voluntarily come
in, and readily nocost us ; nor balking those which the occasion
shall present, for any fear or difficulties.  Only this favor wee
petition, which candor will allow us for our encouragement in
the worke, that ne prejudice moy impeach us in the eensure of our
reason, — if it tide contrary to the tymes, i it oppose the strenm
and current wee are in, either in dilasting or contracting the
interests and pretentions, superior or inforior.  Wee shall im.
partially defiver it, if not to the truth of the cause, which may
excead our julgement, yet 1o the truth and identity of our sense ;
and if in that we fail, though it be an error, "tis not a crime
unpardonahle, uncapable of romission. Yet we shall be careful
o avoild it, and are not unhopefull in that point, having our
affections on & right level, so equally disposed as nothing but
ignorance can divert them.

s First then, to take the just height and latitude of this power,
we must begin oor considerntion at the end—the ond and scope
—for which it was ordain'd, which is the perfection of all workes



EIR JOHN ELIOT. 188

and the first thing always in intention. Acts may have diverse
inelinations and effects, from the nccidental intercurrence of new
causes contrary to their institution and design, wherson nosound
judgement can be grounded. To an act of virtue there may be
a concurrency of vice, through the corruption and infirmitie of
the object. A charity may be interverted to ill uses, ss not
soldom happens thro' the depravity of men, and so Jose the frait
of virtue, The council of Achitophell may be follie, though
an offect of wisdom, FEquity may be converted to iniguity.
Justice into injury, or into cruelty of extremity. No virtue,
indeed, in operition is so sncred, but cdrcumstance may corrupt
ity diverse offocts may follow it, as from new canses and intentions
intervenient. Thus we see it in the motion of the spheres, the
perfection of whase course revolves from east to west, and yet all
the lesser and lower orbes run & counter course to that, turning
from west to enst.  Thefr notural motions and inclinations are .
irregular, ad raptwm. 5o, in the acts of virue, oblique inten-
thons miy occur to eorrupt it in particulars, though the virtue
bi the same, Therefore, as the intention must be the indication
of the sct, the end must shew the intention.  For as a good
act may be ill done in respeet of the intention, so the intention
of what purity soever may be corrupted by the end. 1If our
descent and end shall terminate in the east; if our haroscope
and ascendant shall be placed in the period of the west; if we
shall then, as Strato saith, seeke the sunne itsell rising in the
west, — we cannot conelude properly, or right.  For the end
of the great workman must direct us, not the effect and oppern-
tion of the worke. Finis operantis, the end and the proposition
of the first mover, the maker of those powers ; not _finis operis,
the practice and exercise of man, who, like those lower orbes,
has no regularity, but ad ropoumn.”

The suthority to be committed o prinees, with the assistance
of their deliberative and executive governments, and the doties
rosquired of them, are then treated by Eliot, He termpers the ap-
porent remoteness of such an authority by many familiar
analogies, nod illustrates the dangers that beset a prince in the
exnmple of the pilot of a ship ; —* The leaks," he sy, 4 are
infidelity and treachery in minfsters ; the rocks, inequality and
distemnper in the gonernment ; the sands and synks, are factions

K3
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and divisions ; the winds and waves, the attempts and invasions
of the enemie ; the pyrattsare the false and subtil underminers,
that would robb and steale away all law, liberty, and relipion."

A singular passage follows, but it s too long for my present
purpose.  Eliot takes up the power to be given ta ministers
a8 & thing to be lmited, invarisbly, and in all things, by rule ;
" secundum artem, acconting to ceriainty ; * that it should be,
in fact, a rervcirce, or the man to whom it is entrusted will
turn, as he suys, * o sophister and impostor.”  He then TEnres
through several chemical analogies, combining and condensing
them, with a rich facility and «kill. He that desires to have
*the gold and quintessence™ at last, must search laboriously
from * metal to metal, element 1o element ;" and so, in the
view of Eliot, must the course of that man be laid, who secks
the true understanding of government, “emergent and resultant
from the world.” Government, he proceeds to reasan, is called
* supreme,” but it is only 50 ¥ for the good and welfare of the
subject.” The latter part of which definition, though it be not
expressly in the words, is included in the semse, as the end and
abject of all such authority and power,  And it follovws likewise
by inference and reason, if the use and interest be not sever'd.
For, as Cicero says, respublica is but respapuli ; and if the right
and interest be the peaple's, so should the benefit and use,”
This supreme power of the state Eliot now reduces to two di-
wisions ; 9 the first concerning the exercise of that Power as it
is distributive to others,” the ministers of princes, — which ha
ties down, with much strong sense and argument, to & strict
obedience of the lows ; * the other reflecting particulurly upon
iﬂ'iﬂ.mmﬂlhpﬁtﬂngv.ndpmngﬂj“ﬂfﬁdrm"
which, when he comes to discuss, be introduces with a melag.
eholy application to himself, Nothing, at the same time, ran
be more quiet or firm, I have not found, indeed, in the whale
of this remarkable work, one touch of querulous impatience,
“ The next ﬁngmumummmuuhmnghm
second question we expounded, whether the lawes have an aper.
ation upon princes.  And this with more diﬂirulliuhinrulud,
= lying within that mysterie, the Ppremogative of kings, which js
a point 5o tender as it will hardly bear & mention, We may not
therefore handle it with any roughness, lest iz reflect some new



EIR JOHN ELIOT. 133

beam of terror on ourselves ; but with what cantion we may;
wet without prejudice to truth;—thst in what freely we have un-
dertaken we may faithfully be delivered, and safely render the
opinion which we gave without suspect of Qattery.”

In the next sentence Eliot sets such o suspicion at rest | With
a sudden and indignant sense that the cluims set up for princes
in that day are even too shsurd for argument, be exclaims —
u Ju fulls not into guestion whether lnws have an influonce
on kings, but conclunive and in right ! It is to question how
far such persons should be subject to the laws, what bounds
and circumseriptions they have given them, and in’ what
compass and degrees they ought to be limited and confined.™
He then continues (following up a precédent passage of elabo-
rate eulogium on the law, which I ought to have mentioned,
and which is =0 nobly carried out in Pym's grest speech
agninst Strafford, that I cannot help imagining Pym to have
been admitted to some knowledge of the composition of this
treatise by his imprisoned friend) — * Two things cccur in
this—the luws, and priviledges, of ench country, in both which
the subject hus like interest. By the priviledge the prince Is
froe from all things but the law ; by the law he craves in all
things to be regulated. By the priviledge be has o propricty of
gonsent in the sanction of all lawes ; by the lawes he hos o
gertain rule and level by which to square his sctions. By the
priviledge all approved customs are received in the strength
and vigour of the lawes; by the lawes no actoal repetitions
shall create n costom, without scceptation and allowsnce.
The law is rex omnium, as Pindarus says, the king and go-
wernour of il things; the other is regi similis, something like
untoa king, as Bodin has it,— es absolute, though less known™

Eliot, in the next passage, brands the slavish sycophancy of
his time, * Of these laws and priviledges, * he says * (which we
shall join together, making butone joint subject of this question ),
the discussion will be easior if we turn our disquisition, and thus
state it. 'What power the king has upon them ? Wherein there is
such n eonfluence of fattery, conduring to our prejudice ;— such
labour to make monsrchie unlimitted, an absolutencss of go-
wernment without rule ; — so much affection, or eorruption -
ther, specified ; — such distortion and perversion of anthorities

K 4



to that end ; — learning made prostitate to fallacy ; — religion
wrned to policie ; — heaven. brought down to earth; — Fight
transformed to darkness; — aa to attempt aguinst i, is now to
row against the tide | against the stresm snd current of these
times to seek 4 passage unto truth | ¥ Huij:qlnﬁdmu
philesopliic patriot seek it, and be could afford pity, from hin
dungeon, to the bollow meanness of the slaves whose doctrines
kept him there.  * Some would insinuate,” he says, polnting
to the sermons of Sibthorp and Laud, © from the dehortation
of the Israelites, & warrant and authority for the extention of
that power. What then was sald in terrour, they now maeke
it a conclusion of the right | Othors inferr from the confession
made by David, * Against thee only bave [ sinned  that
princes offend not men, and therefore hove o liberty upon them
to do what mcts they please. Which judgements we shall rather
pity than contest! The heathons, likewise, both Greeks aml
Latins, have boen search't to have their attestations for this
sense j—but how truly we shall, in a fow general instunces, soon
shew ! * Eliot then brings up to his aid what Prynne would
have called * squadrns ™ of authorities. * Plinie shall be first,
who in direct terms avers, non et primceps mpra dages, md
leges supra principem, — noe prince iswithout the regulation of
the taws, bt they are far shove the authority of princes, Wi
know in what time and state that anthar wrote, where monar-
chivand ewpire had nottheir meanest exaltation. No prinees
had & power beyond the ambority of the Romans—npo
Romans grester than the princes of that age. Yot of them be
speaks it, who were the masters of all otiwrs, that the laws and
statutes of their country had a mastory upon them,  And so
Tacitus does expresse iy, of the first laws at Home.” Vo
lentinian follows, and Plais, snd all are shown to be emphatic
nssertors of the great principle; that “ sothing but ruin can be the
fortune of that kingdom where the prince does rule the laws,
and not the laws the prince.  Aristotle, in the same way, nod
with the same spirit ﬂﬂ'lﬂlm.ﬂmtmlrmil.lpuhin!.f
the miseries and fatalities of those states which happen, as be
mmkiuglmdurmmmmnhﬁ:ﬁn!hﬂpm
mont.” A very sharp and masterly dissection of & disputed
passage in Aristotle follows, when Eliot shows that the “ court
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parasites ¥ of the day have bascly abused the text.  Several
fine quotations From various parts of Cicero are pext brought
farward, which, as if exulingly, Eliot esclaims, “make it
ag:humuhwlmkpin&pluutum&rmumhmhh
pleassire on snother] ¢ To detract any thing from any man’
(savs he), “and this man to draw o benedit 1o himself from the
burt gnd prejudice of that, is more contrary to nature than all
poverty and sorrow, than whatever can happen to the body,
not death itself excupted, or to the outward condition of a man.*
What more fully or more plainly can be spoken? What greater
suthority can be kad, either for the persons or the reasons ? The
Greeks, the most excellont of them, and from whom the contrary
is insinuated (but how truly have we observed by the way ),
the Lutins likewise, and not the meanest of their kind, whose
judgements no posterity ean impeach, — we have really and
setually on our side. Princes and empaerors consenting!  We
may confirm it by the examples of some others, if number be
more valushle than weight ; yet not such ns shall lesen the
esteemn; for if no other were produced, their worihs might
serve for a counterpoise to all opposites. ™

1 do not know ifnwymluwﬂll.;m'iﬂxmu.bm.inmh
pletare of a great mind, forcing itzelf, as it were, in obedience
1o the sad necessity of the time, ta appear to need stisfaction
for the penetration of its own genius in the suthodty and
peverence of past ages, I recognise an object of yery deep and
affecting intercst,  The treatise, indeed, is scarcely so remark-
able to me for the power it exhibits, grest and truly valushle
as that is, ns for the evidences of a wider power which it m-
striina. It will be seen, bowever, ns Eliot emerges from the
fotters of political discussion, into what besuty and grandear
b nscends, mastering, moulding to his immortal purpose,
and impregnating with his own intellectual power, his variously
fine attainments. 1 may with propriety furnish the reader a2
this moment with a prssage of the eriticiem of Hampden, written
numiringthtﬁrﬂmnghdrahnfdthparﬁmdthmﬁu-
# When you have finished the other parte, 1 pray thinke mee
a8 worthy of the sight of it w the former, and in both -
gether T'11 betray my weakness 1o my friend by declaring
my sense of them. Thet T did see fs an exquisite nosegay,
composed of curious flowers, bound together with as fine s
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thredd. Mlmin'mumdmhmagﬁmmﬂiﬂd.
Somwewhat out of those flowers digested, made his cwne, and
givinge & true taste of his own sweetnesse. Though for that
I shall awaite a fitter time and place.” And again, of other
extracts from this partion of the manuseript, with no less deli-
cate expression, Hampden says, * This I discerne, that 'ty as
complete an image of the patterne as can be drawne by limes 5
a lively character of & large mind; the subject, method, and
expressions, excellent and homogeniall ; and, w say truth
(sweetn heart), somewhat exceeding my commendations, My
words cannot render them to the life ; ¥yet (to show my inge-
nuousness rather than witt) would not a lesse modal have
given a full representation of that subject?  Not by diming.
tiom, but by contraction, of parts. 1 desire o lenrn 3 1 dare
not |y, The varintions upon esch particular seem many ; sll,
I confesse, excellent. The fountaine was full; the channel
marrow ; that may be the canse. O that the authar imitated
Virgil, who made more verses by many than he intended to
write, to extract o just number,  Had T seene all bis, I eould
easily have bidd him make fewer ; but if he hod hodd mie tell
which he should have spared, T had bine apposed. o say I of
these expressions.” It is very truly and beautifully said,
and, as we advance, the reader will see ample reason for the
more exalted and enthusinstic praise, which Hampden after-
wards bestowed on his friend's labours, Meanwhile, he will
pardon this digression.

Eliot, producing his examples of princes who have willingly
ranged themselves on  his side, in nekmw]edgmt of the
supremacy of law, proceeds: — ' Plutarche relates it of An-
tiochus, that great king of Asin, the thind of his name, but the
first in honour and sccomplishment, that he, in conformity of
this duty, sent despatches to his princes for provention of the
contrary ;—intimating that if any letters o commands should
be brooght in his name, sdverse or incongriious to the
laws, they should believe that 'tgnary
without his knowledge and consent, and therefore that no other
obedience should be j‘id-dfd, than was Eblmﬂlgﬂl by that rule.
For which Gratian, on the like occasion, gives 5 renson, and
thereupon reduced it to alaw.”  ‘The wards of Gratian are
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then given. I may hoere observe that Eliot s scrupulously
exact in his method of quotation ; that where the words of the
original suthority are used in the text, the boak and chapter
are carefully written down in the margin; and that where the
sense only of the authority is employed in the trestise, s note
generally supplics the exact quotation snd its reference. He
must have had at least the companionship of many books in his
prison, The majority of his extracts from Plato and Aris-
totle are given in latin, evidently to help himself on the faster,
for the original editions are always referred to, and when he
uses the greek letters he writes them with too much neatness
and labour to hove permitted himself their constant wse.
Other authorities follow Gratian ; and the writer then triom=
phantly appeals, to the opinion of & master among * both
emperors and civilians,"— to an edict of prince Theodosius.

% By him it was thus written for posterity, *It is the
majesty of him that governeth to confesse himself bound to the
laws ; so much doth authority depend on law, and so much
is submission to the laws grestor than suthority. And that
we will not to be unlawful, we shew it unto others by the omele
of this present edict.’ In this,” Eliot continues, * a conclu-
gion is lnid down, not only that all princes are subject to. the
laws, but that it is their majestie, their honor and exaltation, so
tobe! And the reasan follows it, that the low is the ground
of suthority, all suthority and mle a dependant of the law.
This edict was not only an edict for that time, but for the ge.
nemations of succeeding ages, snd for all posterity to come.
HRightly, therefore, and most worthily, stiled an oracle. And
in correspondence to this, is the moderne practice of these
times. Almost in all the states of Europe, princes at the
assumption of their erowns, assume and take an onth for the
maintenance and observation of the laws. 8o, if we look
sither into authority or example, the use and practice of all
times, from the moderne to the ancient, the renson is still
cleare, without any difficulty or seruple, de jure, in right, that
princes are to be regulated by 'Il'l:l.li’l.lndthﬂﬂnhn
have an operation on the prince,™

@ Yet two things,” Eliot cbserves in a passage of much
interest, aud which illustrates an opinion I have expressed
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M*mmiﬂﬂ.dﬂuppmmdmmdeqmnnuqﬁu
this: —the honor and the profit of the king, which are ssid
to have some prejudice by this rule. Mooy pretensions there
are made, by those that are gnemics to law, to inculcate this
doctrine unto princes, which in particular to comvince were
not a task of hardness, if the danger exceoded not the trouble.
htthﬂinfwﬁﬂnnfﬂ::ﬂ.ﬁmnilunmpﬂhhd‘mnh
labours, when scorce the lesst disease is curble, We shall
therefore follow them as wee did in the strength and assistance
of authorities, which, in point of profit, do concliude that thers
is no fruitor advantage in injustice. T turpitudo, says Cicern,
@i utililas ewe mon poteit — where shame and dishonesty
inhabit, there profit camnot scjourne. And that dishonestie
hpnﬁﬁrihiti:ﬂlliﬂnnf a dutie. Agﬁu. kel wrile guod
non idem  honestum, ef wuRguom polest wtilitas cum honestole
conlendere.”

Some historicnl examples, very graphically told, are now ad-
duced in illustration of the last noble muxims, and Eliot hints at
lhmnmlhqwcmltnthczmnplnufnmdmdq;
# And yet bow much more should those conventions be obe
-zwd.uﬁrhmhﬁﬁndlrrmﬂ:,mdmdewﬁh friends and
citizens, fillow-citirens and brethren, of the ssme mother [ ™
He then handles the question of the position in which a king
is placed by having the authority of the law wupon himj
whother or not it is o faflure of dignity. The following is
subtilly exprossed. s [n reason first, how can it be dishonour
o a king to be subject to himself? No man repines ot the
mumﬂ;mmmnhammm
which flow from his own intentions ; nor holds thar phisicke
vilifying which works his health and sfety. Yot all these
must be granted to infer dishonor from the laws. Physicke
that works a safety must have a vilified reception; actions
free and voluntary must be in antipathy with our thonghis §
affections must displease ; and so, too, the inclinstions of the
will [not as they are depraved, but simply ss affections) ; and
kings must hold it base to be governed by themselves, before
it be concluded that there comes dishonor by the laws ;—which
are but the promulgativns of royaltie; the proper motions and
dispositions of that power ; the special acts of princes ; their own
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influences and intentions ; & health-giving composition of their
own, either made actually by their hands, or prepared for them
by their futhers, their predecessors, and accepted by themselves,
so that they become their own j— and in being subject unta them
they are but subjeet to themselves, which cannot be dishonor-
sble. No man ean be said to be inferior to himself, yet this
must be granted in this ease. Upon this honorable punctilio,
kings must become inferior to themselves, and s loyal king
must be less than an illegal. Yotall power has root but
in the wills of men. thmnﬁimpfﬁhmm
ﬂ"ﬂh—lﬂum[lhfllﬂluulnﬁ!jminﬂ“ohﬂm‘&ll
subject, and the true forme of all obedience is comprehended
u the lawes. Far those services are Ffalse, imposed by fear
and terror, and so is that maxim thet procures them — Oderimg
dum metuant ! Let them hate so that they fear.  That vereus
ereerabilis, 03 Sencen calls it | forbe gives it this operation on a
prince, and therefore it is well termed execrable. By it be is
driven from estremity to extremity. e is hated becnuse
Eeuld.mdwillmimiutlutfurhecluuhuhwhlmd."

The greater value of love, far beyond this, is next shown,
in the exmmple of an affectionate people.  Eliot then looks
back upon his arguments ; and, in summing them wp, en-
forees them again with mew authorities, and shows great
learning in the Fathers. He also refers to the great tent hook
of constitutional law in that day, the famous trestise of For-
tescue. ¥ Fortescue, that Teamned chaneellor of England, calls
it impotencie and non-power to do things contrary to the lows ;
and thercfore the laws, he says, are no restriction to pawer,
for to do contrary to them is noact of power ; & itis no power
to sinne, or to do evil, or to be sick, or old ; for all these are
instances that be gives, and in these respects be says they
are contingent unto men.  Men are less perfect than the
angels, whe have not libertie in thuse, and therefore those
lnws that regulate the will cannot be dishonourable. Comines,
that wise Frenchman, bas slso a question to this purpose,
upen the restraing of Lewis XL, when in the distraction of
his sickness.”

Before closing this branch of his subject finally, Eliot
devotes some space to an exposure of the false construetions
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that had been placed upon writings of anthority by various
prevogative-men. 1 regret that T cannot give an extract, as it
exhibits u very searching vigour, With the following severe
similitude he closes.

% He that governs not sfier the laws and costoms of his
eountry, is to be held s tyrant.  To him Tacitus bas applied
the fable, Quod quispuis vicer kumans, cum alisrum pictimde
rum wisceribna_firte gusteret, lupies fleri cogitur.  That whoever
shall taste the interior of s man, though but by chance in the
mixtures of the sacrifices, he transforms into & woll,  Those
buman entrails in the morall are but the public rights and
priviledges ; — the devouring whereof, though but by mixture
and confusion, is like that cruelty in the proverb, hems
homini lupus, man a wolf to man, & transformation of
humanity into the besstly nature, Tn the psalins it has an
expression that is higher, to which no apgravation can be
added, no accumulntion can be given. Amd that likewise
proceeding from a king, who, enumersting some sets of op-
pression and injustice (which are the effects of an arbitrary
and unlimited domiuion, a tyranny, as elsewhere ke does call
it) —accepting of persans, not defending of the poore, destroy-
ing of their rights, want of preservation and protection 1o the
people, — for these, be suys, all the foundations of the earth
are out of course! as if the whole frame of nature had & de-
pendaoce upon justice, and that the violation of the one
threatened the dissolution of the ather | **

The next division of the treatise is devoted to n consider-
ation of the power of government, and the qualitics necessary
for jts legitimate exercise. Here, under one of many beads,
a severe education is insisted on, with great force, ms abso-
lutely necessary to a prince. Eliot contrasts vividly Cyrus
and bis sons. % But the sccession of Cyrus to the crowne wag
from a harder fortune, which ftted him with virtus, Hjg
sonnes had a softer education, belng brought up by women,
eunuchs, and the like, whe infused principles of weakness, and
with their finttery and adulations taught nothing but the doe.
trine of greatness.  No man was suffered to oppose them in
any exercise or purpose ; but all was praising and commending
of all they said or did; (os who dares yot do otherwise in the
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familiardty of princes ! )" Dismissing this, however, Eliot pro-
ceails hn‘gm—-w:thmmd.hmgﬂia an unessy sense of the
ahsurdities in abstract resscnming, which are unquestionably
connected with the monarchical principle — that, taking kings
nt the very best, as models of temperance and fortitude, they
must be allowed to need something more.  © Princes might
have that plenitude of temperance as should restrain them from
all license, and exorbitance. That likewise should be sccom-
panied with s fortitude to manage and subdoe all loose appe-
tites and affections, and make them impenetrable in that part. -
¥Yet there would be wanting one thing more necesary to
perfection, nny, most necessary for the perfection of a king,—
which is 4 kind of all knowledge and omniseience, o vast and
generall comprehension of all things in his government, with
their several ineidents, emergents, and contingents, their con-
junetures, disjunetures, relations, and dependencies,™

This is a formidable list, and the passage which follows it is
striking. Eliot revives, from his Favourite anthor, the image
of that Roman tyrant, which at the impeachment of Bucking-
ham bad struck such dismay into Charles, for the purpose of
proving that there have been princes in the old time, whe,
affecting n love for parliaments, were wont 0 commence
projects by that authority, and to ey them on without it !
4 In this we have the confession of Tiberiug, not the unwisest,
though not the best, of prinees, who saith, mon prosse principem
sun comscientid cuncta complecti, = u prince cannot have: that
universality of science to comprebend all things in his braine,
A senate therefore was thought necessary to be auxiliar and
nssistant, wherein that emperor did concurre.  'With all the
wisdom of his elders, squaring his profession out to justice,
though his actions spake the contrary. Cunclo per consules
incipiebat; says Tacitus, — he began all things by the consuls,
Tn relation to the senate, indeed, and in a poblick ortion to
that court, be did declare the necessity of their counsell, |
saying, esperiends didiciste quom arduum, gquom  adbiectm
Sortuna, regendi cuncta pnus, — that by experience be had found
the danger and difficulty of sole government.” The hypocrisy
of Tiberius s afterwards shown, and at the same time wrested
to a finer purpuse in argument than sincerity itself could lave
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illustrated. Eliot clodes with some nohle pasages oot of
Plato.

The nature of parlinments themselves, granting the necessity
of their existence, is next examinel, The powers which were
granted thom among the Jews at their sanhedrim, st Athens,
in Mtolin, at Rome, in Carthege, and Spares, are alludid to.
The hase purposes of those men who poison the ears of princes
with jealousy of parlizments, are bitterly exposed, and some of
the doetrines of Machinvell held up to scorn. A vast number of
authorities are quoted, and much use is made of the argu-
munts of Philip de Comines. FEliot, in his course, speaks
highly of the genivs of Sallust, snd bursts into a fine enlogium
st the mention of Aristotle, * that stupendum bominis, that
wonder and miracle of reason 1 He closes with some general
arguments out of Bodin, and, winding up his parallel hetwoen
& tyrant and a king, strikes heavily ot the recent cxnctions of
royalty, # This feeds on the affection of his suhjects, the other on
their fears. This has his fears principally for them ; the other has
them for the objects of his fenre.  This takes nothing from his
subjects, but on publick warrant and socessity ; that drinks,
curouses in their blood, and does fatt him with their marrow,
to bring necesaity upon them." The entire subject of the evil
government of man is then wound up in the following biroed and
satisfactory proposition.  * Monarchy is & power of govern-
ment and role for a common good and benefit; not an
institution for private interests and sdvantage.  To this runs
the confluence of all authority and renson, either grounded on
the end, or the definition and examples of the order.”

Elict now advances to the grander purpose of his treatise,
— the considerstion of the moparchy of the mind. He opens
with some general comparison of the civil with the metagliysi-
cal relations jn this government. He treats of the ¥ councillors
of the mind,” snd carries them up to thelr final sims, * ihe

. end and perfection of all empire, the benwm publicum of the
puliﬁdl.; that yummum bonum of philssophers, that se wiira
in felicitie.” From this inquiry, however, he intimates that we
must exclude st onee the vanity of ambition, with its " g
jngs of Pelion on Ossa ;" and, in working the inquiry out, we
must be prepared for the wouknesses of man in many points,
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since even the wisest men, the philosophers of the old time,
have not been able to agree. “This carries Eliot into an inter-
esting expression of their differences. He describies them by
the fabile of Menippis.

*He found nothing but confusion wpon earth, nothing but
incertainty with men. Doubt and ambiguity in some;
dissant und contradiction among others ; difference and dis-
agreement amongst all. Then soe the philesophers, at leost
their secls in controversie, “if not the particulars of all kinds,
vet the kinds of afl particulars. The Stoicks and Epicureans
opposed. The Peripatetickes varying from both.  The Acade-
mickes differing from all. And these divided betwesn the
old and new, the Eretrians, Megarians, and Cyrenians, all in
opinions separate and distinguished. Like Heterogeniulls,
rather, and things contrary ; not as professors of one science,
masters of philosoply, lovers of truth snd wisdom ! "

This is well said. In their differences, however, Eliot dis=
cerns elements of thi truth. He proposes therefore o examine
them., * It may be we shall drow some advantage for the
information of ourselves, by contraction of their fancies; as
wis thought by a concursion of the stoms, townrds the
moking and ereation of the world. Weg will therefore take
a short survey of them, and try what they will yield; judging,
not by number but by weight, what estimation may be given
them. And as we find their true worth and value, so will
we rate them in our book, easting the profit which they bring
in the secompt of our own endeavours. To which we shall add
what in reason or authority we shall find necessary for the
opening of this secret ; this end of all our labour ; this scope
and obiject of our hopes ; —that mmmum donum in philosophie,
that Sonum publicum in our policy, the consymation and per-
fection of our happinesse ! ™

In necordance with this design Eliot plunges at onte into the
various schools of ethicks that prevailed smong the ancients,
describes them all, and discusses their respertive doctrives, At
every step he gives proof of the profound scholar, of a man of
wide compass of thought, and of that peculiar power in the ape
plication of learning, which stamps it with the creative gomius.
A trail of light runs along the track of the old systems o we

VOL. II 3
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follow them in his pages. The Peripateticks first appear, the
Academicks next, and the Steicks fullow, with the thunder of
Aristotlestriking down their systems from beyond. The Erctrians
are afterwards introduced, and to them the Epicureans, in open
opposition.  And theswe follow all in turn, the genius of Elint
quickening these dead systems into an active present knuwled e,
Suddenly he exclaims, % But let us draw mearer 10 the Light,
and dispel those mists that shadow and obscure it, by the
bontes and radiance of the sun, that so we may fod the
sy dumum which we look for.™

u Spxecs, + Romani nominis et sapentiz magnus sol,’ as Lip-
sius stiles him, *that great glory of the Romat name, snd wisdom,*
thiss componnds it:—* Ex bond conscientia, ex honestis consiliis
ex rectis nctionibus, ex contempti fortuitorum, ex placido vite
et contingo tenore, unam prementis viam."  * OF a knowlelge
atid intentions uncorrupted, of council liberal and just, of ac-
tinns rectified and exsct, of scorn of accident, of » propiticus
and even course and constancie of life, its dismeter and
straightness kept without reflection or transition.” Where these
are moet in a true diagram and mixture, where these ingredients
are consolidate, there he mukes that semmum bonum, that great
hsppinesse, the term of man's perfection, the true end and
ohject of his hopes.”

Fuollowing up the principle of this moral system, Eliot defines
with an exquisite clesrness the relations of virtue. In the
mmidst of this, while borrowing an illpstration from Senven, he
breaks into a magnificent eulogy of the * wisdom and sublimity
of hisetlicks. Flisspeculations in philosophie," exclaims Eliot
with an intrnse fervor and beauty of expression, * doe preach
distnitie to us, and his unbelief may indoctrinate our faith!
1s it not shame.” he sfterwonds asks, 4 thut we that wre pro-
fessors in the urt, should have less knowledge than those that
never studied it? — that their ignorunce should know that of
which our knowledge is still ignorant? at least in the exercise
and practice! ™  In the following 1 recognize the sublimity
and sweetness of Hooker. % In this be puts that summum
Bomsem, nnid chiele good, Dea parere, to be obedient unto God,
10 bi otsequious tn his will, Hoc foe, uf viees, o wos the motto
of the law. Doe this and live. Live in all heppinesse and fe-
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liﬁu';iﬂl“ﬁliﬁ!]ﬂfrrﬁwﬂ.inl"ﬂ]ﬁl’d‘bﬂdhinl“fluﬁir
ol estate | For all these come from bim ; he only bas the dis
pensation of these goods; and be that serves him shall have the
fruition of them all. This was the notion of that Heathen,
whicli, what Christian can heare and not sdmireit? It strikes
a full disprson to the concord of the Scriptures, and concents
with that sweet barmony ! O let us then apply it to ourselves,
anil muke his words our works! Lot us endeavour for the be-
nediction in the gospel, knowing these things to be blessed,
that we do them ! ™

Buddenly Eliot checks himself;—* But to return to our own
charge and province, that we be not taxed for usurpation in
intruding on snother ; to resume the disquisition we intended
for the end and sbject of our government, the perfiction of our
monarchy ; — which our divine Seneca doth determine in that
axiome and theoreme, Drum sequi”  Several neat touches of
statement anud description suceesd, with the ohject of a wider
direction to Seneca’s maxim, after which Eliot remarks : —
*Wo will now endesvour, uwpon all that has been said, to
extract & quintessence from the variety of expressions and opi-
nions which we have meotioned ; — to make ane solid globe, ome
entire and perfect conclusion.” In the course of this, the maral
and physical relations of the world are surveyed, sod from them
is shown, the possibility of the sttainment of a firm and inde-
pendent position for the mind.

# This habit and position of the mind, to constitute perfect
happinesse, must be both cleare and firme ; — clears without
eloud or shalow to obscure it; and frm in all constaney.
Immoveable like the centre ! Add then to this that it does
come from God— that it Is munws Dei, his free gifi and
fmw—undﬂmwemwhnhﬂihdmkthlppin&audw.
that suwmmum benume in philosophy, that Sonwem publiciem in
our palicy, the: true end nnd object af the monarchie of man !
It is & cleare and firm habit and position of the mind by
knowledge, rectifying all the actions and affections to the rule
and conformity of resson, It is to behappy. Not in grestness,
and honor, riches, or the like, but in any state or quality,
that elixar may be found. From the most simple being of
mankind, that quintessenee may be drawn, The mind being

L2
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brought to thet quality and condition, the faculty working on
the abject, mot the objeet on the faculty, there is in any state,
how mean or low soever, an equal passage and mscent to that
great height and exaltation ! ™

The elements by which the proposed monarchy of the mind
may he construeted having been thus established, and the
possibility of its construction shown, Eliot mentions with
exultation the great virtues which, onee it is constructed,
ahall tend to its immortal sustainment.  But then e restroins
himself. Before we trinmph, we must subdue. Through
sorrow, it may be necessary to advance to joy. © We must
do ns Eneas did with Dide, through sad storys of trgedies
and disssters make s transition unto love. As mariners in
rowing look contrary to their courses, so wee, in the search
of happiness and felicity, must have our eyes upon the
subject of our misery. Thoss we must first bebold which
are enemies of our state, and from them meke s passage to
our government, Whereln if, by knowledge of the adwer-
saries, we can find means to conquer and subdoe them, —
if, by the sirenpth and opposition of the vertues, we can over-
come and subjugate the affections, — then we mzy triumph
in our victorie, and in oll security and peace erect that trophy
of felicity, that semmum bomwm and chiel happiness of
man."”

The impediments to man's happines are accordingly
treatod, and, from this onwards, with such o union of power
and senadbility, of sweetness and grandeur, os I do not
think has over been surpnssed by the best prose writers in
our lapguage. It is the privilege of true intellectun]l great-
ness to glorify itsell in what the world calls adversity, and
never did it employ a means more noble than this of Eliot's.
Hewnnled with a prison for the service of sctive years devoted
to his country § the tyranny apparently triumphant, to oppose
which, be had surrendered fortune and freedom; o disease
induced by the foul air of his dungeon making rapid strides
wpon bis life, yet only in its primi ; —it s impossible to detect i
in this illustrious parson the quailing of o single nerve. He
rises superior to all extremities, in simply continuing equal o
himself. The philesopher of the Tower is né more and no less
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than the statesman of the house of commons. The essemtia]
object of his exertions is in both cuses the same, and I lack
upon these exalted meditations as only a continuance, in in-
tense expression, of the active enorgies of his life.  The steady
invasion of disease forbade him to hope that the latter could
ever be renewed ; and, thus excluded from the sphere of virmous
public action, he left an example of even greater value to the
world, — an example to console them in temporary defeat, to
carry ardour and enthusiasm unhurt through trial, —an exsmple
that should multiply their powers of action and resistance,
by strengthening their moml purposes. T see oo unnatural
contrast therefore in any portion of Eliot's life. T recognise
his old brave fearlessness, in his present inculcation of a per-
fect restruint and self command ; I trace the rapid grandeur of
his younger days, in the composed magnanimity of morals
which sustains him through this @ last scene of all.”

Through the impediments that obstruct man’s happiness in
self-government, Eliot, as I have said, proceeds. Hemmed
in a3 the mind is shown by him to be, he undertakes to point
out the passaze of escape from this * bondage and captivitie.”
The first impediment he notices is “ feare.” He goes through
the various chances that may occasion it, with a pregnant per.
sonal reference; he deseribes the * effects of power, sudden,
warious; and fearful ; wherein imprisonment, wounds, and death,
and that in & theusand forms, are threatened ; in which both
slekness and poverty are involved " but in nooe of these, he
says, is there real cause of fear, He concludes his mastorly
examination thus: * Feare must yicld to happinesse, or hap-
pinesse to feare."

Eliot then passes to what he ealls, * tho next link of this
chaing of our unhappinesse, another part of the fetters that we
beare,” 1o that = incxplicable piece of vanity, cur hope." This
he considers in mnny respects a grest evil.  * But not to be
mistaken," he says, * for want of some distinction in this case,
all hopes are not like, nor all enemies of our government,
though all have one incertainty, by the trouble of expectation,
and the dependance wpon time.  All have this vanity and weak-
nest, that their rest is upon others, not in themselves, and in
that respect they are cbnoxious unto fortune. Yet all have

L3
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not s participation in the evil ; all sre not sharers in the guileg
some are patural, and have their principles in nature,” ! The
exceptions are oceasionally treated, and with a prodigious mass
of lesrned allusion.  In eonclusion, Eliot dwells with much
Intenseness on the perpetual agitations in which hope keeps &
man ; the fenr to lose, the jealousy, the sutiety ; and all the in-
cidents that full to it ’
Sorrow approaches next, and this is described as the worst
sod least excusable of the impediments yet named. For vet,
Eliot says, fear has some resource of safety, bope has some
desire of happiness. * These,” he strikingly continues, # e
somewhat for justifieation and apology, at least for excuse and
extenuation of their evils,  But sorrow only is inferior to them
all. No srpument can be made for her defense; she can
pretend neither to bappiness, nor safety, nor to what might be
subservient to either. As the professed enemie to both, her
banners are displayed.  She fights agrinst all safety, and bida
defiance unto happiness. Her ends, ber arts, are in contest-
ation of them both. Heason bas nothing to alledge why sor-
row shonld be used; it propounds oo advantage in the end,
no advantage in the sct, but the mere satisfuetion of itself, the
sole expletion of that humour; therefore is it the most improper
of all others, as incomparably the worst, and that likewise the
effects and consequence on the body will show.,” The con-
clusion of the subject is a subtle treatment of the selfishness
of sorrow. It is not called forth, he says, by the misfortunes
of our frionds, for that feeling is pity ; nor by the riumphs
of our enemies, for that is envy. * Sorrow is selfishoess.” For
the * privaiion of whatever we bold denr, of whatever is in a
tender estimation,” Eliot seggests nobler and better remedies,
Plensure follows. % And thus we see how these enemies
doe thresten us. Fear does anticipate, hope divert, sorrow
overturn, the happiness we look for; or, mther, they fight
against the happiness itsell; fear secretly undermining, hope
circumventing, sorrow charging it at full.  But, above all, the
most dangerous is behind, — rixasone!™  The resson of
the peculiar danger that atteruds the indulgence of pleasure, is
thon shown to consist in the so fulse resemiblance it bears in
itsell to happiness, that it is like w steal through all the
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= guards and watehes™ that we keep, into our strongest * re-
treats and strongholds.”  Nothing, Elist observes, in the
coure of much splendour of eloquence and reason, « nathing
is 5o petulant and refractory, so exorbitant and irregular, us
plessure.  No rule, o law, no suthority can eoutain ity bot,
like Semiramis, admit her government for a day, she LT
the rule for ever,”

Having considered these impedi to hippiness, {hese
obstructions to the monarchy of man, Eliot indulges o spe-
culution on the design of Providence, in thus appesring to have
opposed, by the creation of such waworthy passions, it own
vast and pure design.

“ But here an ohjection or wonder may be made, how, from
one fountain, such different streams should fow ; how, from
the self some hesd, such eontraries should derive themselves ;
and that grester wonder muy nrise, how the grest architect
and workman, who gave being to nll things in his divine wis-
dom, did so create the mind by the infusion of such principles,
that the contrariety of their motions should thresten the de-
struction of his work | For faction and division imply this, and
the dissension of the parts hazards the confusion of the whole.
It's a great cause of wonder, in the thing, that it is s, but of
far greater admiration in the reason, That be, thus wise, thus
willing, thus sble to give perfoction to his art, should, in the
masterpiece thereaf, in his own portraiture and image, leave it
with imperfection!  This is enough for wonder and sdmiration
(i it were c0). But yet the next has morg the inscrutability of
that reason ; —which turns these imperfections to perfections;
which in these contrarities makes agreement; by these dif-
ferences, these divisions, these dissentions, works unity and
concord ! This is a cause of wonder and sdmiration so tran-
scvndent, as human capacity cannot reach. 0! the incom-
prebensible glory of the wisdom, by which such secrets ase
disposed |  We may see it almost in every thing, as the effect
gives illustration to the cause; nnd so in fact confirm, though
We cannot penetrte, the reason itself. All things, almost
generally, will demonstrate it.  If we lock into the univer-
sality of the world, or the concurrence of its parts, sre there

L 4
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more contraries than in the comon materials they consist of ?
Can there be more antipathy than the elements sustain ? What
greater enemies than fire and water can be found?  What
miore violent than their wars?  And so with the air and earth.
Diryness and molsture are opposed ; than which no things can
be more ditferent ; yot amongst these what a sweet league and
amitie i contracted ! 'What mutual Jove snd correspondency
they retain ! Fire agrees with water, enrth with nir, the latter
with the former, each severally with other, and so respectively
with all | and that which is the perfection of them oll, the
composition which they make, the frame of those materials,
the body so compounded, has its being and existence by the very
mixture and dingram of these ! Way, by the want of either,
their dissolution is enforced. So necessary is the contrarity
of the parts, and the opposition which they make, that, without
ity the whole cannot subsist. As thos as in the generals, so in
the particulars from thence.  Tn the immense infinitie of cres-
tures, smongst the dead or living, are their antipathies to be
nnmbered? Can arithmetic define the contrarities they have ?
Stone opposing stone, metal against metal, plant ageinst plant;
all war! And animate beasts contrary to bensts, fowls agninst
fowls, fishes againat fishes; in hate, in eroelty opposed, killing
and devouring ench other; and yet all made servieeable to
man| Amongst men, tuo, whot contestations are there extant;
what wars, what quarrels, what dissentions! Nation in antipathy
with nation, kindred opposed to kindred, family aguinst family,
man aguinst man ! And, besides, how infinite is their diffe-
rence and variety in temper, in affection, in condition; so that
reconcilintion seems impossible, and, without it, their subsist-
ence. Yot in the revolution of that wisdom these things are
so turned, in the divine wheel of providence their conversions
are so made, that all move directly to one end! The nlloy
and contestation of the parts work the conservation of the
whale."

Eliot now sums up the character and ohjects of the
monarchy he seeks to establish | mnging against it i
various impediments, that be may enlarge on the means of
their removal, This is beautifully done, by an exhibition of
the utter vanity of the causes to which, in geneml, they owe
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their existence. Poverty, for instance, he begins with, as a
thing which provokes fear, but in which there is no essential
cause for fear. He treats this at great length, and with much
fervor, Don Guaman himself never said finer things in
behalf of poverty. * Are riches,” he asks, < of that virtue that
their want should seem so terrible? Tlow many have they
sold to misery and unhappiness! What worlds of men have
they corrupted and betrayed!  Corrupted in manners and
affections, betrayed of their liberties and lives!™ Out of
these reflections he plunges into a praise of poverty. He tells
the poor what they escape. e sums up the diseases of the
rich, famous for their excruciating pains; and contrasts with
them the “privileges of poverty, the immunities of want.™
He then drags forth from antiquity a long list of illustrious
poor; he speaks of the lives of Fabricius, Curio, Menenius,
Valeritis, and Seneca; and holds them up as the best of all
examples to eomfort and to teach. * Who more valiant than
Miltindes ?* he exclaims; “ who more wise than Cymon?
who than ~ Aristides more just? who more temperate than
Phocion?  Yet all thesa the poorest as the best of all their
times !

Sickneas s treated of by Eliot next, as no just couse of fear,
From sickness, —soggested by his own sufferings, he advances
through the various effects of power, o imprisonment, to death,
but in none can he find “ just couse of feare.” He acknow-
ledges their aspects to be startling. * To dispel the feare of
that which power and greatness may impose, requires a harder
Iabour, because the dangers seem far greater, and are more
warious, and more spdden, For—not to reflect on poverty
and sickness as incidents to this ( which wounds and confisca-
tions do imply), those too frequent and two known effects of
power— but to look forward and to view it in the other issues,
which it has; disgrace, imprisonment, pEaTs, and thoss in all
their ugliness and deformity. This Inst s that tyrant which
our apprehensions do so fear; that monstrum horrendwem foforms,
which strikes us with such terror; this is that dire aspect, af
which our resolutions do so fly ; this is that traitor that makes
auch ﬂiﬁmhmmnnﬂ, amul which we must the more
earefully oppose for the vindication of cur happiness. In this
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place, therefure, we will only deal with it, and with the rest
hereafier.™

Into these passages respecting death Elint throws all his
elagquence 1 —* Death,” ho says, * bas ity considerstion buot in
terror; mnd what is sssum®d from that, is like the imaginaions
of children in the darke, & meere fancie and opinion,”  With
o meluncholy fomdness, the antivipation of their approaching
intimacy, he defends death as o friend might be defended. I
has been slandered, he says, by those who cannot have known it,
*most untruly, most urjustly slandered.” & For sither happi-
ness: it containg, or jt repels calumity, or Eives satiety and
weariness an end, or does prevent the Lurdness of old age! A
conclusion tis to all ; o some their wish; but to none morg
meriting aud deserving, than to whom it comes tncalled for! Tn
frees from servitude, dissolves the chains of captives, sets
all prisoners at bberty, and restores the bonished to their
country, All their sorrows and disasters have termination in
this point. Tt bas been called Aysmanis tempestatiteg porfus,
the harbour of buman miseries, the sedation of our troubles,
Implying thus the comparison of our life to a fluctuation on
the seas, we 83 poor muriners sailing in the weak vessels of
our nature und fortune, the wind tossing us by the continual
agimtion of ber tempests, trouble being instant and wpon us,
danger moss ifminent and before us, bope fled, safety nowhere
6 be found,— Doath only is the baven to receive us, where there
is ealmness and tranquility, wiere there is rest from all these
storms and tempests!  Tn thut port all dlvetuations of gur lifie
are guieted and camposed ; nor winds nor sess have power
upon us there ; fortune and time are exeluded fram that road ;
there we anchor i security, without the distructions of new
troubles; there without danger ar hasard do we ride.”

With a slight shade of humour, sueh s jesyes s naturally
« out of a subject of this sort, and suijts with it so well, Eligg
next ealls for the evidence of mm who have themselves died, a5
to the chamcter of death, « No Erent variety,” he observes,
-Mhhﬂdfwinthhmng:hindnnr proof, men so
seldom returning from the dead.™ is is simply an fntro.
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h-';huqlmntmnlind,!mh“hﬂl made their wills
their Jaws, tyrants, Arideus and his followers, whom hell
itself abhorred | Far different was the lot of the good, ¢ the
servants unto virtne.”  Life is afterwands beautifully presented
by Eliot, in contrast with its dark neighbour, as only *an
inne to rest in, n lodging for the might, an hostelry in our
travels, in our continual journey to the manson of oor
fathers!™  Nay, life itself, be exclaims, taken at the best, is
only mude up of varions desths, one passion dying, another sue-
ceeding but to die.  * So that our whaole life is bot an exsrcise
of dying, and oll the changes and vicissitudes of nature, death,
in o messure and degree ! Why then shoald death be thought
g0 terrible ? where is the reason of that fear?"  Hather, he
afterwards sugpests, should it be made a matter of triumph
and of glary.  What martyrs have there been even in the
work of dying! Maore joying, more rejoicing, than s all the
acts of life! The glory of the Deity, the incarnate majesty of
the Son, those incomprebensible misteries of divinity, then
appenring to them, by revelation to their sense, or by illumin.
ation of the fancy, — the heavens opening to give free passage
to their view, — these as it were descending unto them, giving
them the possession here of that happiness, that eternal happi-
pess and felicity, which is the chiel object of all hopes ; —
not that happiness we treat of, the summem bonem of this life,
the bemum publicum of our monarchy, but the superoatural
felicity to come, the transcendant happiness herenfier ™

Nor will Elict rest ot these examples of the victorions ago-
nies of martyrdom, since they are sustained as it were by
the diving presence. There is a bravery which comes nearer
to his own, a grandeur of moml courage which needs no
wiracle to help i, # I will resort,” be says, # to patterns of
maorality, Then, to see the confidence in them, the willingness
and cheerfulness of dying, —take it from thoss Greclans, «
thise three humired st Thermopolis, who, for their country,
opposed themselves to all the power of Xerves — to those many
millions of the Persians, whose thirst scarce seas could satisfy,
nor whole regions for ane day find provisions for their hunger !
Yet unto these, those Greelans could expose themselves, so few
sguinst so many, for the safety of their mother. The clouds
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of darts that fell on them, they tearm"d an umbrell for the sunne ;
their danger they made glory; their death they thought their
life ; so far from terror was it that they made it the subject of
their bopes. O happy men! thus for their country to have
died! Dost happy country, to have brought forth such men !
whose death became the character of her life, and was to her and
thiem a patent of immortality | ™ Among the crowding thoughts
of many examples of this kind, Eliot kindles into a greater for-
vour, and he Hlls the solitary recesses of his dungeon with men
of Home, of Athens, and of Sparta, — * fellows, whom death
itselfl might fear, sooner than be fearful unto them, Mirrors
of men,” he finely continues, * are chronicled for o free socept-
ance of that fate ; women did scorn their children that did not
scorn o fiie jit! ™ And as Eliot thus recalls the past; an ex-
ample nobler than all the others rises up, beciuse com-
pleter ju the elements of moml grandewr, in the perfection
of self-control, the monarchy of man. The philosopher
Ramus stands before him, “ who died not as Cato, to aveid
the dying by his enemies, nor suddenly, to provent the tor-
ment of the time, nor as those Grecians, in the heat of blood
and danger, when death does come unthought, —but giving it
all leave of preparation, admitting all circumstance of terror, in
that form which his enemies had cast, to the extremitie of
their malice, — so he encounters, so he receives and meets it,
even in its very contemplation| His speculations were upon
it, it was the subject of his thoughts, and in that he valued it
more precious than his life.”

To this llustrious shadow of the past, sim Warrea Ratnon
succeeds! His image, indeed, had scarcely vanished from
those dark walls that now surrounded Eliot, and his spirit
remained in the magnanimity of Eliot’s soul. % Shall T not
add, as parallel to this, a wonder and example of our own?

- such as if that old philosopher were yet living, without dis.
homor be might acknowledge, ss the equal of his virtee. Take
it in that — else unmatched — fortitode of our Rarrcn! the
magnanimity of his sufferings, that large chronicle of fortitude !
All the preparations that are terible presented to his eye —
guards and officers ahout him — fettors and chains upon him—
the scaffold and executioner before him —and then the aze, and
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miare cruel expectation of his enemies ! And what did all this
work on the resolution of this worthy ?  Made it an impression
of weak fear? or a distrection of biz renson ! Nothing so little
did that great soul suffer! but guthered more strength and
advantage upon cither. His mind became the clearer, as if
already it had been freed from the cloud and oppression of
the body ; and the trinl gave an illustration to kis courage, =0
that it changed the affection of his enemies, and turned their
joy to sorrow, and all men else it filled with admiration ; —
leaving no doubt but this, whether desth were more acceptalile
to him, or be more welcome unto death !™

How nobly expressed thisis! The style of Eliot, un-
cramped by the authorities to which he chose at times to link
it, was as free nnd grand as bis own free thoughts. These
his friend Hampden, as the trestise advances, alludes 1o with
a profound deference.  * Your apprebensions, that sscend s
region above those clouds which shadow us, are fitt to pierce
such heights; and others to receave such notlons &s descend
from thence; which, while you are pleased to impart, you
make the demonstrations of your favour to become the rich
possessions of your ever fuithful friend.”

Eliot betrays a melancholy reluctance to let the subject of
death pass from him. Assuming that these examples of fear-
lessness in dying are of too exalied a character for the emula-
tionof all men, that all have not the same motives, or means,
of sustainment, he very beautifully says:  There is no affec-
tion within man but has given examples in this case. Hope,
joy, sorrow, fear itself, has conquered it, the weakest of all
others ! Fear of denth has forced men to sct the thing they fesr,™
And, after some very subtle remsoning to this point, he pro-
exeds :  therefore, that truth so known, we may in a gene-
rality eonclude, that death sod fear are conquered both by love.
Sorrow can do s much., And we have it in the infinmest of
her daughters, pity, which is the tenderest of all thoughts,
yit that subdues this fear, s Tacitus notes it of the multitudes
after the fall of Otho,” Yet Eliot concludes not even here.
8till be Hogers on the praise and the privilege of death. 1
shall then no more be sick ; 1 shall then no more be bound ;
1 shall then leave off to fear; I shall then uet die again. If
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death wore an evil at the first, then it shall be no more, Al
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things that wre feareful wnd evil in this lifle, then shall T be free
from! No death shall thenceforth be an interruption to my

huppiness, therefore why should T fear it? But if death have

all these priviledges; why then do we live? why do we not, as

Cleombrotus, having read Plao’s discourses of the immortality

of the soul, precipitate ourselves? hasten to that excellence?

press to that rich magazine of treasures? why do we bear such

miseries in life, there being such felicity in death? and the

transition in our power, so facile and so ready? The an-

swer with the ethicks is emergent: mors mon debet ense figa

actiomim, #ed octin.  Death must not be a flight from sction,

bt an pction.  Subterfuge is the property of o coward ; blows

and wounds are the honor of a soldier.  Dangers must not
affright, but harden him, where the cause requires bis lazard. ™

And through much eloquence he proceeds, impressing over
agoin, and with an incrensed fervour, the necessity of subduing

fuar, # though the sun itself should tremble — though the fm-

mense fubrie of the world should shake;* and at last con-
eluding by praying of all men, in all cases, to * expect calmly
tiwt fssue which time and virtue bove appointed,  Thus we
must look Tor desth 3 not as an enemy, but a friend ; which in

his own hours visits us, expects no invitation, may not be
compelled, but has a free liberty before him. When he comes,
he comes attended by many priviledges, decked with flowers of
linppiness, rest, and swestness, and exemption of all the evils
of life, Therefore there is not the least cause to fear it, or 10
riise it jealousy and distraction in our government."

The duty of opposing the desires is the next matter dis-
cussed.  Eliot, after a delicate handling of the bodily passions,
points out the jealowsy and restless irresolution of desire,
agitated between the doubt of attainment and the doubt of
Joss, hindering even its own satisfaction, and joined with sor-
row.  8hall this, then,” be asks, * have entertoinment in
the heart, whers happiness and felicity should dwell? That it
is & vonity and mere nothing, either the act or the consequence
do prove it} for, in itself, what is it more than an imagination
and light fincy? In the effect and consequence, does any man
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conceive thero is the least advantage in the thought? Does
the most affectionate in this esse think that the object is drawn
nearer by his wish? "Tis true, of faith "t was said, * believe
and then thou hast,’ but never of this desire. 'We may desire
and wanit; nay, that want is but desire. Desire does make the
want As it is nothing in itself;, nothing but want does follow
it —a vaine and fruitless issue, like the mother. Nor is this
all for which wisdom does oppose it, that it is, thus, & vanity
and mere nothing, No! asan evil likewise she contests it;
nuy, a5 the ground and root of all our miseries, the spring and
fountain of calamity ! "  Wielding, then, vast knowledge with
the most perfect ease, giving freshness to old truths, and
binding together by living ties the rode materials of dend
learning, — Eliot poes through the dongurs that wre in desire ;
* the cares, anxietics, and doubes ; the thousand troubles and
distractions, which men in hope and men in love wre chirged
with ; for these in the notion are but one, though distinguished
in the expression. Fardon me, Love," interposes, Eliot here,
* that soe hardly I have matched thee | it is my resson, not my
uffisction, thot does speake it.” He passionately continues,
— * What thenstre or amphitheatre will serve to represent the
tragedies it has acted #  In tragic scenes of blood, what exe-
cutions have been done by the hand of this affection! Man
a butcher upon man, acquaintance on acquaintance, familiar
on fumiliar, friend wpon friend, kinsman wpon Kinsman,
brather upon brother, father upon son, the son upon the fther !
drinking up blood like leaches; nay, making sacrifices of
themselves, to eternal horrour and confusion ; and, with thejr
own hands, forcing o passage to that darkness, which even hell
itself does tremble at! What numberless examples of this
kind bave love, covetousness, ambition, and their like, almost
every day exhibited, and are #ill contriving, to threaten, as ft
were, the destruction of mankind | =

In accordance with his general plan of showing in the
profoundest view the wanity of the particular passion, by
showing the objects that usually excite it to be win, Eliot now
treats the ordinary motives to love. In a portion of his pre-
vious discussion of it, be had reduced it simply, in its volop-
tuous form, to “ what is pleasant;™ snd * pleasure™ he had
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shown to be unwarthy., * The felicitie we look for is an
action: not & thought, not a drenm, or imagination of the
fancie ; it is an action of virtue!®  As of one of the motives 1o
the passion, be then speaks of the vanity of beauty.  * What,"
he nsks, # can be found in beauty — the object that love has —
g0 to possess the affection of the mind, and cause a dofection
from resson? The description that was given it by that
unfortunate piece of merit, who died where now I live, may
b o resolution in this point, who has it in that idea of his wife,
that —
“ _ carmal beauty is but skin-deep,

But to two seneps known ;

Short oven of pictures, shorier liv'd than life,

And yet survives the leve that s built theseon ! *
i wherein there is such a latitude of sense, such o porspicuity
of truth, that if all other fancies were collected, this might be
the judgment of them all. Hery, in an abstract, is & full
comprehension of their natures, with all plainness, yot ele-
gantly, rendered.”

The name of this * unfortunate piece of merit™ may have
already suggested itself to the render. It is sir Thomas Over-
bury. Keen was Eliot's sympathy for oppression in nll cases ;
and here,—in his love of literature (which Overbury's writings,
as [ have before had an opportunity of saying, had, in that age,
most delicately adorned ), and in some cireumstances of his own
coadition,—much conspired tosharpen even that sharp sympathy.
He dwells for some time with fondness on this quotation from
Overbury’s poem, and then, in & passage of lively interest,
spologises a8 it wore to the resder, % Let it not,” be says,
“ seem & wonder that 1 write this fancy for suthority, being so
new, and borne amongst ounelves. T must confis my ignor.
mnce, if it be so. I esteem it niot the less as begotten in this
age, and a8 it i our own I loves it moch the more. "Tis
truth which I do look for, and the propriety of expression 1o
endear it, not only to the judgment, but the affections.  Mak-
ing an insinuation also by the langusge for the sense and
ronson of the thing. This I find bere, in this Theoreme, in
as great fullness, and ss suecinetly rendered, as the exoticks can
pretend.  Why then we should not value it to the truth and
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merit which it bears, is a wisdom past the apprehension of my
wonkness. 1 must declare my folly in that paint.  As itis of
my country, I honour it the more; and as it was the pro-
duction of this place, my admirption is the greater, that in
such solitnde and darkness, where sorrow and distraction
mostly dwell, such happy entertainments and such minutes
were enjoyed.”

I am not acquainted with any passage in the language which
expresses, in o few admimble words, a sounder canon of cri-
ticiam than s to be observed in the course of the above, 1t
is unnecessary to direct the resder's attention to_the deep
meaning of the closing lines, 1 may add, that the focling so
strongly intimated hore, of opposition to & prevalent fashion of
that age, — & fashion which belongs, perhaps, to the literary
coxcombry of all ages, —is in many other parts of his work
emphatically urged by Eliot.

Another otject of desire —riches — s now discussed, The
passage is @ besntiful companion to that of the deprecation
of poverty as an object of fear. [lis opening reasons agninst
the mvarice of wealth are strongly stated.  * Preposterous
and shsurd,” are the mildest epithets be affords to it at st
He describes riches to be * deceitful in their nature — whereas
we think them somewhat, when truth does speake them no-
thing; deceitful in their qualities— being flitting and uncer-
tain, without any constancie or stabilitie, always wing'd, and
fiying from ene subject to another ; dieceitful in their use— as
we take them to be belpful to our happiness, thoogh working
the contrary by continuall anxieties and cares! Why should
we then desire them, being no way to be trusted, but in
all eonsisting of fallacie and frands?™  Very beautiful are
the series of quostions that follow, * Hast thou worth or
meritt that might challenge them as due? Thotisa mysterie
o them. ‘They cannot discerne it. The worthless and the
worthy are equal in their sonse,” * They are the maine
occasion,” he continues, *of all differences, the ager comtenti=
amis, a8 0t were, the field of quarrel and contention, as that
antigntly neare Berwicke to the English and Scoteh nations.”
Nobly Eliot sums up their high demerits, # If these be their
proprictics, low con we then desire them? IF thoy be but

V0L 1. M
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serviceable to these, —if they have no fellowship with honesty
—if they dissolve the powers of reasom and of virtue— if they
be distractive and contentious — blind, mad, deceitful, and
uncertain, — what s it that should make that attraction in our
bearts, and disturk our sell-sovervignty and command 7 The
subject is closed with & very fine allosion to the only one
mode of converting the dross of riches into true gold, by the
alchermy of virtue. You may have riches, Eliot says, Fou
may desire them, if your purpose is to convert them to good.
* But how is that?" he asks; “ by what means must it be
done? The poet docs exprese it—
— " divitias probm
Virtutis instrumsents facite. Sia
Beoni credimind, et vitasm b
Lkegere poteritis [
# Muke riches instruments of virtue, let them be servants to
that mistress.  Soe you may live happily and well.”
Honour is the next subject treated by Eliot as an object of
desire. This, in the worldly neceptation, is regarded by him
with an extreme scorn.  * Something still may be said for
beautie and for riches ; but the honour and glory that the
world so mames, bave noe reslity or substance, noe solidd
being or existence, but are suppositions and imayinarie, like
those essences of philosophers, que quasi sunt, as they say, which
aru bt as if they were,” Let the description of that muthar,™
Eliot continues, having indulged a severo censure upon the
warldly cause of honour, fame, — * lot the description of that
suthor speake the nsture of the subject. Let Fame, from
which honour is deduced, shew what this Honour is, it being
the daughter of that mother,  In that nwfhu’,hk::ﬁuquﬂiﬁ-
af the daughter. OF which Virgill thus:—
* IHamn Terra parens, bra inritats dearam,
Extremam, ut perhibent, Coa Enceladogue sororem
Progenult, peditns celerem, of pernicibus alis,
ok vighes ool b, et e
Tot lingue, totldem ora soaant, tot sabriglt sori
Nocte volxt corll medio termsque, per umbam
Seridens, ner dulei declinat humina somso,
mmmulumuuhnimmu.

Turribase aut altis, et magnas territat urtis -
Tam et pravigue tenax, quam suntls vErL®
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— which Eliot teanslates with freedom) — ¢ First, as sis-
ter to the Gyanis, the Earth produced it in malice of the
Gods, —swift-footed, light-winged, a huge snd horrid monster;
having that strange thing to be told under each feather of ber
body, a prying watchful wye; and unto that both esrs and
tngues as many ; and mouths not fewer ; — always in sound,
and motion,  All night it flies through the mididle of the
beavens, und divides the darkness, giving no place to rest.
And in the day, it sits on the supreme tops of houses, ar in
high turrets, a terror to whole cities, belng as well the hernld
aof lies and mischiefs, as a reporter of the contrary!* This
Virgill makes both her nature and descent.”

Adopting the suggestion of the Latin poet, Eliot now works
gut & very fine contrast between the huge, but incapable, ener-
gies of the Titans, and the calm sccomplishing grandeur of
the Gods. In the eyes of the latter, he says, and to the per-
ceptions of philsophy, fame s nothing.  The following pas
sage succevds. It is 3 masterly dissection of one of the things
denominated honowr, in shape of an inquiry into the claim of
hereditary rank ; which for sober satire, joined to exalted reason,
could with difficulty be excelled. It calls to my memaory some
forcible snd elogquent things, which are urged in a style precisely
similar, by one of the most original thinkers of this or of any
+ age, Mr. Walter Savage Landor, in his delightful * Examin-
ution of Shakspenre for Deer-stealing.”  “ And now to see,™
says Eliot, *whether this “honor® be confined within an
arder, limitted topersonsand degrees, or left promiscuously toall,
as their worths and qualities shall deserve it? Wherein let renson
be the judge. Isit the reward of virtue or of fortune they
would make it? Let them snswer who so magnify this pretence.
Do they apply that honor to their houses or themselves?  Is it
the distinetion of their families, or the guerdon of their merits?
If they will take it for distinetion, "tis but a name, and the
poorest,  The basest have as much, and small canse there is to
pglory in that subject.  IT it be the distinction of their familles,
the character of their bouses, thoogh it onee im]]rﬂ:l a glory,
what ean it be to them more than trensures are to porters 7 But
they will sy, it is the glory of their ancestors, the acquisition
of their virtues, *and from them it does descend beredizarily 1o

u2
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us’  So may the porter say. That treasure is his master’s, and
iy his will imposed upon bis shoulders ; bot to whose use, and
in whose right, has he received it? in his owne, or to his owne
profit and advantage? Masters would take this ill, if their ser=
vants shoold usurp it ; and all men would condemn them, both
of falshood and ingratinude. 8o is it, in the other, an injury
to their ancestors, il they pretend that honor to be theirs. They
can but carry it to their use, 85 & monument of their virtues:
that aequired it, not in their own interest and right, to the glory
of themselves ; nay, not without thelr shame, whose purchuse
cannot equal it, being but the sole inheritors of the fortune, ot
the worth.  But if they wadve their families, and reduce it to
themselves, — between their virtues and their fortunes, how will
they divide it?  IF fortune do appropriate it,— then the most
vicious, the most ignorant, the most dishonorabls, may be
bonorable ; sloves, and they, may b equal in this kind ; for not
seldom have they tasted the liberality of fortune, and this honor
none will envy them,  1f virtue be the loadstone that procires
it, where is it? Let them shew it in the effect, and then T hope
they *ll granr, that all so qualified may be honorable. Afl
men that bave the virtoe may participate. Where, then, is the
propriety they challenge? where is that peculiar interest they
claim? Cerinly not in this. This honor will not bear it,
which is the erown of virtue!  All persons, all arders, oll de-
grees extant, may be capabile twereof.  They are without ex-
ception or exclusion, and, for such other bonors as are fancied,
fet them enjoy an immunity therein, 1 shall mather pity than
malign them | **

After this, as it were to while awny the time, Eliot brings
up in aid of the generul question new * squadrons of autho-
rities ;" —disputing some, exalting others. * In one word,” he
subsequently says, @ honor is no other than to follow gosdness,
Ta be a servant unto virtue, & to be master of true honor, and
without that service no honor can be bad.  Therefore the Ro-
mans, those most honarabile above all men, in the temples which
they dedicated, joined those of virtue and bovor to each ather,
and to that of honor left no entrance or accession bt thorough.
the gate of virtue ; shewing by that symbal where trughonor rests,
and bow it is attained, which is by following virtue, But how
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4 that? how is virtue to be followed ? in a fair and easy pace ?
will that conduce to honor? can honor be so hut 7™ Eliot
answers these questions with elaborate care, and cloves the sub-
ject,—after a strong reiteration of his protestagainst the heredi-
tary claim, that honour should ot be “appropriated to any
order or degres, &5 s pretonded,” for that *to be getten and
descended even of princes is an accident,”— with an allusion
to thoso caemies of Roman tymnny, whose honour, because it
was true, ontshone the worst envy of the times. Eliot had &
peculiar right w el to mind these men, for in his own nature
htpuamedwmznfﬂwlrmhlmqunuﬁu—ﬂwﬁmmmd
Cassius, and Brutus' brave philosophy. % Tacitus,” he says,
# potes it upon the funeral of Junia, where so many famous
fmages were exhibited, the glory of their families, thot Brutus
and Cassivs being omitted through the envy of those times,
they outshined the rest because their statues were not Seem.
* Eo ipso quod gffgics eorum nom Yiscbantur prefulgebont,’ a8 he
tos it ‘They being so concealed, their glory was the greater.
Which shews that honor is most had, when it is least pffected.
Why, then, should this disturb us with ambition? why should
it make a faction in our government ¥ why should it couse
the distraction of our hopes? Ambition cannot purchase it
thnpelhwenfinwin;nummymﬁm.cmnﬁpﬁn!il,bm
by the rule of virtoe, And so only, as the virtue is intended,
Yot wirtoe be our sim, Leave that desire of honor.  Let it
not be a worke of our affections, for in that case we must fight
with honar as with mmemive."

The reader will huve remarked with what a steady purpose,
in how close a vice of logic, the main abject and srgument of
the treatise is kept. Eliot now examines his position.—  And
ghus we see from the severn] objects of desire, how little cause
thers is for that disturbance and impulsion. Honor rontaing
nio reason, being rather an enemie than friend to that affection;
flying and not following it. Beauty has as little, consisting
but of vanity. Riches much less, that are but instruments of
corruption.  Alsa for fear, paverty, death, sickness, and the
like, which have as umall warrant and suthority for that passion.
I-Hmu!unhwhtmerh:rehiuh—un.wm

a3
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terfeit of happinesse, and apply our laws to that.  For, being
the moat dangerons of our adversaries, it must the more cnp-
tiously be dealt with.” Ta the suliject of pleasure, accondingly,
Eliot reverts, with the intention of impressing more emphatically
in that regard the duty of selfrestraint. A vest number of
suthorities are brought to bear upon it, and Eliot takes oeca-
sion to express the most exalted admiration of Homer, He
calls him o * prophet and a poet.” He amuses himself at the
same time with notices of Lucian's comments upon Homer,
and pursues at great length the analogy between the resisi-
ance of Ulysses to the Syrens, and a perfect self-restraint in man.
He bound himself, he says, he restricted his liberty, 4 Hut
wherewith was that done ? What were the obligations he ine
curred ? How shall this came to us 7 Most properly and most
readily, if we will endeavour but that menns, if we will me
the gxample of that worthy, The same safety is for us, which
was then wrought to him, and that, that great proplt has de
livered, with all sincerity and fulness, ¥You know he mokes
WVlysses then on ship board.  And that much experienced
man, most curious of all knowledge, would needs add to that
the musick of the Syrens, the perception of that excellence,
though not trusting to himself for the resistance of their powers,
in which both danger and destraction were implied.  To avoid
this, be feigns to be fastened to the mast ; his men, meamwhile,
do intend their labours, having their somses stopped (vulgar ap-
Petites being not capable of such dainties). Now, as this mo-
sick was but pleasure, those Syrens the cecasion, 0 the virtnes
were the cords that did restrain and bind hum, resson the mast
to which he was so fastened, philosophy the ship in which he
sailed and went; —and in this ship, thus fastened to that mnst,
baving bad both the occasion and delight, he escap't the dangers
Hn-lmd,mdinlhﬁmm!dth-fet_vnflﬁsm But
what was that 7 the same that fs our government, — the way
to happiness and felicity '— this was his Tthaca, this was that
course intended, and with these helpes, notwitkstanding all the
difficulties, this he accomplished and performed ! Wow is not
this a plain direction unto us? Is not gur remedy, our de-
liveranes from this danger, aptly expressed in this mirror and
example? Our syrns are not more, their harmonies not
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stromger ; the same ship we have, with the same tackle; the
same ropes, the same mast, continue still.  Cannot our course,
then, be the safe? Is not the same safety yet before us ? 1r
we doubt that tackle will not hold us against those strong on-
chantments, let us stop our senses, e Vipses did with his
men, and first avoid the occasions. Nothing is lov'd, not
known, Let us, then, stint our coriosity herein, and the desire
will leave us.  But how is that 7 how shall that work be done?
Is it to shun all pleasure, all oceasions ?  That cannot be, nor
is it requisite to this. For virtue in the concrete is not absolute,
nor to be so expected in our monarchy.”

All this is subtly and well espressed; and fts deep spirit
of philosaphy bas further vent in the following remarkable
passage: — # We daily see it in experience, that those wha
have least affections are most violent (least, I mean, exten-
sively, in respect of number, and the object) ; their passions
being impeteous s contracted to that narrowness, and master-
Jess in that. As Tacitus notes it in Tiberius, who, being
most reserved and hidden unto all men, to Sejamus yet was
open and incautious. So it is likewise unto others. ‘The
heart, being straightened by some objects, growes more violent
in those passions; the affection does inlarge, as the scope
thereafl is lessened, Therefore we thus expose that precept of
division. Thot pleasures may be a remission to the mind, not
an intention — that we may taste, not swallow them — that
the appetition may be obtemperate to reason, wherein enly true
pleasures doe consist.”

Carrying out his plan of reverting to the more dangeros
impediments in the way of man's monarchy, Eliot now
resumees the subject of sorrow : —* Sorrow,” be again insists,
“ iz & perfoct enemy, standing in such antipathy with happiness,
that jt is irreconcilesble for our government, Therefore, to
this also we must oppose all the resistance we have; for this
moves most violently against us; and, if it get possession of
uﬂhumﬂ'ﬂmu!munlhﬂfm,lllmhpphmil
gone; our monarchy is subveried!  For it destroys the end,
the felicity we look for, and then the means is uselesse. It
dissolves it in the princple, and so brings it to confusion,
For where sorrow is, no ficlicity can be, andd & mind so affected

R
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can have no taste of happiness.  To encounter it; thenefore, as
phisicians do diseases, we will first meet it in the cause ; for,
if that ean be removed, the effeet forthwith "will fullow it
The ohject being gone, the affection must fall after it Eljot
then points out, with mnarzdﬂrnﬂnm,thefdhq-.na
folly of supposing, that things which ssume ot times the
aspects of sorrow are in reality sorowful. He argues the
great principle of the poet of nature, that * There s 8 Provie
dimce that shapes our ends, rough-hew them how we will.™
Above all, however, he impresses the virtue of opposing wlnt.
ever appesrs in sorrow's shape.  The exercise, he says, will be
great, & discipline of humanity, and an invalusble example to
others. * For, are not soldiers sometimes helghtenad in their
coarage by the valour of their fellows? Do not the vallinne
aften receive new fortitude and spirits by the scts of magns-
nimitie of other=? Has not admiration, has not emulaon,
this effect, to work the likeness of that virtue which it has seon
before it?  To reduce toact the image of that idea, which ihe
apprebension has conceived, and, from the excellence of the
pattern, to draw an antitype thereof, Whereltre were exhibited
those bloody spectacles at Home — those butcheries of men —
those tragic representations to the people — but to inure them
to blood, to harden them in dangers, to fumiliar them with
death? And shall not better acts, to better ends directed,
have the like power and operation?  Shall not divinity, by the
works of divine men opposing their afftictions, have as great
foree in precedent and example, an these Homans had by that
fighting with bensts, or contesting one another, to harden, to
encourage, the minds of the more virtuouws, against all diff-
culties, nll dangers?*

Eliot, further, after remarking on Plato’s noble COMmImentary
of the inscription on the Delphic orcle, yvei reavrer, urges
this consideration: —* It is required of man, that be shoyld
profit miny. [t is & common duty of mankind, as far as
ability may extend, still to do good 1o all, or, if not that, to
some, a5 opportunity shall be granted him. v, if he fail jn
that, yet to his neighbours, or at least unto himself, But hore,
here, in this act of passion and wrestling with calumities, thers
is advantage given for all. In this contestation of those things
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we call miseries, there s o perfrmanee of all these.  First, 10
thyself, thou profittest through the favor of the Gods, that give
thee this instroction, this eduention, this trial, this knowledge
of thyself, this confirmation of thy virtwe. Then to thy neigh=
bowrs; and all others, thou art profitable by thy precedent and
example. Thy furtitude adds cournge unto them, stout and
valinnt. How, then, — haw, in this excellence of duty, in this
great duty of advantage — of advantage to ourselves, of ad-
vantage to pur neighbours, of mdvantage unto all — we should
repine and sorrow, =s "tis a prejudice to our happiness, it's s
wonder unto reason ! " With much beauty, Eliot afterwards
disposes of the last and best plea that would seem to remain
for sorrow — s friend st the grove of his friend. * Let me
first ask this question of the sorrower. For whose ske that
passion is assumed 7 For his that is so lost, or for thine own
that lost him? Answer to this, and make o justification for
thyself, If thou wilt say for his, where is the evil that be
suffers?  Whersin lies the resson of that grief? Design it
out; pive it some charneter to express it. s it in that be is
dead ? in that he has made a transition to the elders? That
cannot be; for death contains no evil, ss our former proofs
have mumnifested ; but is & 'Ed.'i'l'ill!d[!_‘lzﬂr immuortality, lﬂ.ﬂﬂ'ﬂh}'
of happiness, s it for that he is not # that he is not numbered
with the fiving? That were to lament, but becanse be is not
miserable. Thou canst not but scknowledge the distmetion of
thy fenrs, the anxiety of thy cares, the complexion of thy
pleasures, the mixture of thy sorrows! With all these, snd
upon all, no rest, no quiet, no tranguility, but & continual
vexation of thy thoughts, a servile agitation of thy mind from
ome passion to another!  And wilt thon grieve for him, that
has his freedom, his immunity from these 7 On the other side:
is that sorrow for thysclf, that thow hast lost a friend, — the
sweetness, the benedit of his friendship — thy comfort in so-
elety — the assistance of thy business — the sublevation of thy
cares — the extenuation of thy griefs — the multiplication of
thy joys — thy castle— thy counsel — thy sword — thy shield—
thy store — thy health— thy eye — thy ear — thy taste — thy
touch— thy smell — the carnoucos of thy happiness (for all
these are attributes of friendship)? — consider, first, whether
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friendship may not change, whether a breach and enmity may
not follow it, as not seldom bappens in the most strict conjune=
tioms, with which then no enmity may compare! Then 't wers
betser thus to have lost ft, that evil being prevented, and the
obligation, the virtue, kept intire| But, if that doubt prevails
not ; if thou supposest a perpetuity in that friendship, an assur.
ance of that Jove; is it not envy in thee, and unworthinesa
thereod, for these respocts, those temporary benefits to thyself, to
grudge as his hagpiness and felicity, which is infinite und celes-
tial # Justice may resslve how far this is from friendship, how
unworthy of that name | * This sarrowing, Eliot afterwards ob-
serves, is variously applied. * Marcellus wept when be had taken
Syracuse ; Alexander, to bave no more worlds 1o conquer.'”
Concluding with the phrase of the Ethicks, that to eengquar
what might be fancied real calumities # not only makes a man
a congueror, and wise, but erjual, nay superior, to the Gods,”
—Eliot, in a passage of great eloquence, banishes sorrow from
his government,

Having thus disposed of the impediments to th monarchy
of man — of the obstructing passions — Eliot now turns tothe
elevation of the monarchy itzelf, to the virtues by whose exercise
and operation, eondensed intw two great purposes, the structure
B to be raised.  * Our next care must be how ta elstain the
virtue, how to possess the means, which must procure that
end.  And if that can be acquired, then is our filicity come
plete, then we bave that perfection of our government, the
tummum bonom in philmophy, the bonmm publicum in
our policy, the true end and ghject of the mianarchy of man.
Two parts it hns — action and contemplation.  OF which the
first divides itself into two branches, ns the virtoo agendo and
dicendo, doing and saying, both which coneur to petion,
By doing, is intended those travels and mations of the body
that sre necessary in the performance of those works which
the duty and office of our callings require; — by saying, i
mesnt that expression of the tongue, whereby the intelligence
ur:hhunhm:dzmmunlnmbemmmwm.m
are conveyed to the understunding of the bearer,  [n these
two all action does consist, and so that part of the virme
and perfection. Both these have g rule, and lovel, and di.
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rection, which we did touch before, as the comon duty of
mankind, In that duty their office is implied, which is that
it be profitable to many, Lu the genernl good and benefit it
must be extended, first to all, then, afier, to ourselves.”
Here Eliot interposes in & parenthesis this wvalunble re-
minder: — For all right of office isdestroyed by the inversian
of this order. To reflect first upon ourselves, our own par-
ticular interests, and then wpon the general, is the contrary
of duty, the breach of office and relation. Therefore to the
publick, bath our wonds and actions must first move, without
respect, without retraction, for our private. They muost first
intend the common good and beoefit, and s0 descend by degrees
unto ourselves.  For as members are in bodies for the perfec-
tian of the man, so men in bodies polliticke, ns parts of these
societizs, and for the conservation of the whole, and to that
end their chief endesvour must incline.”  Eliot then, with a
noble fervour, inculeating the practice of hiv own life, thus
resumis : — * Here some questions will arise ; — how far this
shall engage us? what lattitude it imports ? what cantions and
exceptions it admita? Difficulties may occur, and then fnvolve
us in anxieties, with troubles and perplexities disturhing our
tmnquilities, distracting the quietnes we are in, And shall
we forsake that sweetness? shall we neglect that futness of
our peace (as the fig and olive said of old) for the publick use
and service ? forthe profit and commodity of others? Yas!
no difficulties may retard us, no troubles may divert us, no
exception is admitted to this rule | but where the greater goad
is extant, the duty and office there is sheolute, without ean-
tion, or respect. That greater good appearing, nothing. may
dismwade us from the work — no respect of ease, no respect of
pleasure, no respeet of the troubles we may meet, — but in
purformance of that duty, in sccomplishment of that office,
our troubles must seem pleasant, our labours must seem facile,
all things easy, all things sweet therein ; —for the rule s,
Officium men fructum sequi, 1o observe the duty, not the
benelit, 10 seek that end which is propounded in the general,
not to propound an end and reason of our own,  But dangers
may be incident ? it may betrsy our safeties, and expose our
fortunes, expose our [berties, expose cur lives, to hagard F—
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amd shall wo, then, adventure upon these ¥ — shall we forsaks
our safeties ? shall we incur those dangers, for foreign interests
and respects, for that which concerns but others, which fx
foreign vnto us?  Yes,—this likewise we are bound i, our
obligation lies in this. No danger, no hazard, may deter vs.
The duty and office stand intire,*

In this first division of masericl for Eliots grand structure
the reader will recognise the old principle of the ancients, in
their separation of the charncteristics of wisdom, The ooe,
which we have fust seen described, comprehending the beginning
and end of all things to be dane, gpdviniz, prudentia ; the other,
which Eliot is now about to subjoin, compassing the manner and
ways conducing to those ends, sopla, sapientia. % The rest,””
he suys, deseribing the Intter, # all, follow this, and are but ser-
vants Lo this mistress,— several operations of this faculty having
their appellations from their worke,  If wee would ask what
fancy does intend, what i the signification of that nams, the
answer is, ‘T is wisdom, — the divine spirit of the mind, that
hunts out all intelligence.  Tf we may enquire what
does import, the same srswer serves, 'T is wislom, the influence
of that faculty. For where the fancy cannot keep all things
upon intention, memory is suggested for supply of that
diefect, and so makes up the wisdom, If we would know
what judgment does implie, the resolution is the same. "Tis
but an act of wisdom, the operation of that power. There-
fore in this consists the perfection of all theory, the sum of
all eontemplation, and so that other part of virtue,"”  Very
benutiful is the passsge that follows; — But how may this
wisdom, then, be had ? ‘Where mnay we seck and find it ?
The answer Is most obvious, — in the disctrines of philosopty,
For philosophy is the introduction to this wisdom ; so both
the word and reason do import; for by the word is signified
only a love of wisdom, o love of that wisdom which we speak
of ; and that love will be accompanied with an endeavour to
attain it, which is intended in the common stnse and notion,
For that science of philosophy is but a guest of wisdom, the
study of that excellence. And so Plato gives it in his pradations
unto happiness, Philosophy is the first ntep he makes, us the
desire of wisdom j—to which hnlﬂd:th-rltml:.mdw
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tion o sttain it From that study and speculation he arises
unto wisdom, from that wisdom unto boppinesse. So that
philosophy is the principle.  Wisdom does there begin, which
has its end in happinesse, and happinesse in this order is the
production of philesophy. In sum, all contemplation is
but this, but this study of philosophy. If it ascend the
henvens to view the glory of that benuty, philosophy does
direct it.  If it descend to measure the centre of the earth,
philosophy goes withit.  If it examine nature and ber secrots,
philosophy must assist it. IF it reflect on cavses or effects,
that turn is by philsophy. The contemplation of all ends,
all beginnings, all successes, is propounded by philesopby.
S0 that philosophy, in contemplation, is as prudence in the
virtues, the architect and chief workman, that gives motion
and direction to the rest. Great is the cxcellence of phi-
losophy, as it is chief in contemplation, and the accompanimint
of that wirtne. Greater much it s, as it is a principle to
wisdom, and an instructor to the connsell.  But beyond all
comparison it is greatest, as it is the first degree to happinesse,
28 it Jends on to that perfection of our government ! No words
can sufficiently expresse it, nor render a true figure of that
worth. Being in contemplation, contemplation only must con-
coive it!"

The question then occurs — Which of these great divisions
of the virtues is to be considered the highest and most
perfect? — And Eliot answers it. As an exervise of the fit=
culties, in pure and single grandeur, he pronounces st obce
in favour of philasophy, of contemplation ; but is careful to
modify this immedistely afler, by pronouncing no wisdom
complete without the active practices of virtue.  Speaking on
the first head, he urges the superior grestness of the contem-
plative philosopher, in regard that his thoughts are faed on
the final intelligence : —* And he that levels at that mark,
though he come short, yet shoots higher than he that aims but
ot man. Besides, there is this advantage in jt; that nothing
ean be controced from the president to projudice or corrupt
it, which lower examples may induce ; but much perfection
may be added, by the elevation of the mind, As chemicks in
the disquisition of the elizar, though the wonder be mot
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found, yet have extracted grest varictios by that lsbour,
excellent demonstrations by tat work. Tt is the way in part
to resume the image wee have lost, for that was not an out-
ward figure, but a resemblanes in virtwe.  1F that similivade
wid lald in viriwe, it cannot so aptly be repaired s by the
imitation of the Deity, in whom the exactness of oll virtme
doos remain.  This help philosophy does give us in the speen-
lation of eternity ;— nnd likewise it derives to our present view
and prospect the knowledge of all sutiquity, in what their
happiness consisted, what were the ingredients of that com-
pound, and how it was lost at first, whenee the judgement may
resalve, what is troe happinesse to e  On the second head,
howewer, Eliot immedintoly subjoins : — * But if so, —if phi-
losophy and eontemplation bave s froit, — that these degrees
of happinesse bo in them, and so direct & way to happinsss
itself, — how s it that we involve us in such toils, sach
anxieties and porplexities, to acquire it? It is n vanity, wnd
fully, by such bard lubour to effect, when u less trouble, o less
travail, comties w0 near?  If philosophy and contemplation ean
procure it, —those sweet and genile motions af the sl —
what need the co-operations of the body, these sctions and those
passions, which virtue does require, and which so ofien force
distraction, nny, destruction upon men? Yot they are neediul,
for without virtue, true bappinesse cannot be, and these com-
pesie the other half of virtue. For contemplation and sction
make the whole. Virtue consists only in both, and in part
there is oo porfection. Therefore to contemplation, nction
also must be joined, to make a compleat virtue, and by tlmg
virtue only true happinesse muy be had,”  And, eareful not
to be misunderstood in what be had said before of the suprem.-
acy of contemplation, he adds (with an intimation that he will
discuss. the matter more fully in a future treatise — n project
nq:pedhyduih!]wnmmmpluiun must be considered the
chiefe, Iur"mnt.nq:hllmil*buhegiuning of all action,
the principle of that motion : action but & derfvative of that,
and no derivation esn be equal to the primative, no second
comparsble with the first. Al actions are but the emanation
of the will, and the will receives her instance from the ap-
prehension of the mind. But still," be adds, + beoth must
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pe concurrent.  Virtue is a composition of them both. Con-
templation must prepare the matter of our happinesse, nction
dispose, and order it.”

Eliot's great purpose now accomplished, he closes his la-
bours with an exalted eulogy oo the Independence and Su-
periority of the Mind. 1 present it to the reader entire. It
is worthy to lmve closed a work of such nobility in conception,
anid power in execution.

4 This mokes up that perfection of our monarchy — that hape
pinesse of the mind, which, being founded upon these grounds,
built upon these foundations, no power or greatness can im-
pench.  Buch s the state and majesty, that nothing can ap-
proach it, but by the admission of these servants ; such is the
safity and security, that nothing can violate or touch it, but by
these instruments amil argans ; such is the power and dignity,
that ull things must obey it. All things are sulject to the
mind, which, in this temper, is the commander of them all,
Ko resistance ia agninst jit. It breaks throogh the orbes and
immense cireles of the heavens, and penctrates down to the
centre of the earth! It opens the fountaing of antiquity, and
runs down the streams of time, below the period of all seasons |
It dives into the dark counsels of eternity, and into the shstross
secrvts of nature ! It unlocks all places, and all oceasions are
alike obvious to it] It does observe those subtil pasages in the
nir, and the unknown paths, and traces, in the deeps]  Thero
is that great power of operation in the mind, that quickness and
velocity of motion, — that in an instant it doos passe from ex-
tremity to extremity, from the lowest to the highest, from the
extremest point of the west, to the | ope and ascendant in
the east. It measures in one thought the whole circumfernce
of hoaven, anld by the sume line it takes the geography of the
earth. The air, the fire, all things of either, are within the
comprehension of the mind. Tt has an influence on them all,
whenee it takes all that may be useful, and that may be help=
ful in its government.  No limitation is preseribed it, no re
striction is upon it, but in a free scope it bas liberty upon all.
And in this liberty is the excellence of the mind,—in this power
and composition of the mind, is the perfection of the man, —in
that perfection is the happinesse wee look for,— whea in all
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-saversigniy it reigns, comanding, not commanded,— when at
home, the subjects are subject and obedient, not refractory and
factious,—when alroad, they are as servants, scrvicesble and in.
readiness, without hesitation or reluctasice,—when to the resolu-
tions of the counsell, to the digests of the Inws, the actions and
affections are inclined — this is that swmmum booum, and
chiefe good, which in this state and condition is abtain’d ! The
mind for this has that transcendence given it, that man, thoogh
otherwise the wonkest, might be the strongest and most excel-
lemt of all crentures.  In that only is the excollence we bave,
and thereby sre we made superior to the rest.  For in the habits
of the body, in all the faculties thereof, man is not comparnhle
to others, in sense and motion far inferior to many. The
ancients suppose it the indiscretion of Epimetheus, having the
first distribution of the qualities, to leave us so defective, when
to the rest he gave an excellence in their kinds,  As swifiness
and agility to some, strength and fortitude to others ; and whom
he found weakest, these he made most nimble, as in the fowls
and others it is seen ; and whom he fiund maost slow, to thess
he gave most strengih, as bulls and elephants do expresse it ;
and 50 all others in their kinds have some singularity and ex-
cellence, wherein there is a compensation for all wants; some
being anmed offensively and defensive, and in that having a
provitional security. Hut man only be left naked, more un-
furnisbed than the rest: in him there was neither strength nor
agility, to preserve him from the danger of his enemies — mul-
titudes exeeading him in either, many in both — to whom be
stood ohnozious and exposed, having no resistance, no avoid-
ance for their furies!  But in this case and necessity, to relipyn
him wpon this oversight and improvidence of Epimetheus,
Promethews, that wise statesman, whom Pandors could not
cosen, having the present apprehension of the danger by his
quick judgement and intelligence, secretly passes into heaven,
ateals out a fire from thence, infuses it imto msan, by that ine
flames bis mind with a divine spirit and wisdom, and therein
gives him o full supply for all!  For all the excellonce of the
crestures he had a fiar more excellence in this, This one was
for them all.  No strength nor agility could mateh o, All
motions and abilities came short of this perfection. The most
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choice armes of nature, have their superlative in its arts. Al
the arts of Vulean and Minerva have thir comparative herein,
In this divine fire and spirit, this supernatural influence of the
mind, all excellence organical is surpast ; it s the transcendant
of them all ; nothing can come to mateh it ; nothing can impeach
it; but man therein is sn absolute master of himself ; his own
safety and tranquility by God (for so we must remember the
Eilicks did express it) are made dependant an himself, And
in that solf-dependance, in the neglect of others, in the entire
rule and dominion of himself, the affections bring composed,
the actions so directed, is the perfection of our government,
that summum bonum in philosaphy, the bonum publicum in
our policy, the true end and object of this Moxancur oy
Maw."

VoL, II. ~
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THOMAS WENTWORTH, EARL OF
STRAFFORID.

1503—1641.

Tuomas Westworta was born on the 13th of April,
1598, in Chancery-lane, st the house of his mother’s
father, Mr, Robert Atkinson, a beneher of Linceln's Inn.!
He was the eldest of twelve children, and the heir of
“ gn estate, which descended to him through a long
train of sncestors, who had matched with many heir-
esses of the best families in the North, worth at that
time GOOO/. a year."? His father, sir William Went-
worth, continued to hold a manor which his ancestors
had held from the time of the Conguest downwards®
The youth of Wentworth was passed, and his mind
received its earliest and strongest impressions, in the
midst of the aristocratic influences.  And he was by no
means taught to disregard them. He must bave con-
sidered the varions ramifications of the family pedigres
with & very early pride and zeal, to have been so
well prepared, on his sudden elevation to the peerage,
with the formidable list of progenitors that were cited
in his patent. It was there st forth, among other
grand and notable things, that he was lineally descended
from Johm of Gaunt, and from the ancient barons of
Newmark, Oversley, and so forth; and that his an-
cestors, either by father or mother, had matched with
divers houses of honour ; sa with Maud ecountess of

Tladeliif's ™ Emay torwards the Life of my Loed e,
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Cambridge, danghter to the lord Clifford of Westmore-
land ; with Margaret, doaghter and beir to the Jond
Philip de Spencer ; the lords D'Arcy of the Nerth ;
Latimer, Talboys, Ogle; Ferrers carl of Dighy; Quiney
enrl of Winchester; Beaumont earl of Leicester; Girani-
mesnil baron of Hindey and lord high steward of Eng-
land ; Peveril earl of Nottingham ; Leofric earl of
Mercia ; anid Margaret duchess of Somerset, grandmother
of Henry VIL! 1t was from the high conventionsl
ground of such proud recollections, that Thomas Went-
worth locked forward to the future.

Lirle account of his early education has been pre-
served, but he afterwards proved that no sccomplish-
ment suited to rank and lofty expectations had been
omitted, and it i& characteristic of the encouragement
given by his father 10 his aristocratic tendencies, that
the eallege selected for the completion of his studies
should have been that which was founded by the illus
trious grandmother of Henry V11, whom he claimed
as one of his ancestors. 1le was sent to St John's
college, Cambridge.” Here Le soon gave evidenee of
the powers of a fine intellect, and of that not ungenerous
warmth of dispesition which is lavish of gratitude and
favour in return for personal service. He met with a
tutor, Mr. Greenwood, whose useful attentions to him
at this time were secured for the future by & prompe
appreciation of their value; he availed himself of them
through his after life, and never at any time failed,
faithfully, and even affectionately, to remember and
reward them.” 1 may add, in further proof of this
characteristic quality, that we find him shortly after
profiting by the active service of a person named Rad-
cliffie 4, connected with his family by some claims of

;%m of Engiand, vol [L pp 90, 81
3 | ghall have other occasions to altude to this, Tt may be worth while
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clanship, and that, from this time, Radeliffe never lefe
his side.  He had been found useful.

Wentworth left his college while yet very young;
he cannot have been mare than eighteen, But he had
received benefits from his residence there, and he did
not fail to exhibit his recollection of these also, when
the power and opportunity arose.! Not that it required,
in this particular case, the circumstance of service ren-
dered, to elicit Wentworth's return. The memary of
his proudly recollected ancestress was abundantly suf-
ficient to have called it forth ; * being,” as he himself,
shortly after this, writes to one of his country neigh-
boure, 1 must confess, in mwy own nature, a great
lover and conserver of hereditary good wills, such as
have been amongst our nearest friends.”® When a
hereditary good will happened to be associated with one
of his greatest ancestral glories, it ran litde chanee of
being lessened or lost.

The next circumstanee 1 trace in the scanty wme-
miorials of this portion of his history, is his sequisition
of the honour of knighthood,® This title was then to
be purchased at a reasonable rate of money ; donbtless
Wentworth so purchased it ; and the fact may be taken,
along with the evidences I have already named, in

Papers, vol | pp 125 180, i p TR T may allide to this

On his promeothin (o the enrldoni, two year befnen his doath, he
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further corroboration of the development of the aristo-
cratic principle. Though still extremely young, this
remarkable person had, been left to all the independence
of mature manhood ; was treated with deference by his
father ; and even now, having not yet passed his eight-
eenth year, aspired to the hand of Frances, elilest
daughter of the earl of Cumberland, whom he matried
before the close of 1611.1  If it has seemed strange o
the reader, that the immediate successor to il ancient
patrimony should have sought to feed his love of rank
by the purchase of paliry knighthood, here is the
probable reason that influenced him. A titde of any
sort matched him more fittingly with a lady of title.
Immediately after his marriage, in November, 1611, he
went into France. Mr. Greenwood, his former tutor,
joined him there, and remained with him.?

Strange events at that moment shook the kingdom
of France. Henry 1V. assassinated, the parlisment
invaded and beset, Marie de’ Medicis regent, Sully
disgraced, Concini in favour! These things sunk deep
into the mind of Wentworth. * 11 put faire dis lors,”
exclaims the comte de Lally-Tolendal, * de profondes
réflexions sur les horreurs du fanatisme, sur les ubus
du pouveir, sur le malheur d'un pays dépourvil de ces
loix fixds, qui, duns 1'impossibilité d'annéantir les pas-
cions humaines, les balancent du moins 'une par I'antre,
et les foreent par leur propre intérét & servir, meéme N
dépit d'elles, Vinérét ginéral.”*  Without udopting
M. de Lally-Tolendal’s exact construction, it is certain
that the events 1 have pamed, occurring as it were in
the immediate presence of Wentworth 4, were not cal-
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culated to weaken his impressions in favour of strict
establishment, and in scorn of popular regards, The
image of a Ravillae, indeed, haunted his after life 11
Meanwhile events, in themselves not so startling and
painful as these, but not the less eminous of & stormy
future, were occurring in England. In the biography
of Eliot I confined myself strietly to an explanation of
the circumstances of general history under which he
entered his firet parliament: T must now retrace my
steps,
James L. had many reasons to be weary of his own
kingdom, when the death of Elizabeth seated him om
the English throne. He came to this country in an
ecsuasy of infinite relief. Visions of levelling dergy and
factious nobles had vanished from his sching sight. In
hopeful conceit he turned to his Scotch followers, and
remarked, they had at last arrived in the lund of pro-
mize.
His first interviews with his English counsellors were
no less satisfactory. * Do I mak the judges? do 1
mak the bishops 7" he exclaimed, as they pointed out
10 his delighted attention the powers of his new do-
minion — * then, Godiz wauns | I mak what likes me
law and Gospel.” There is encugh of shrewdness in
this remark to express Jomes's character in that respeet.
He was not an shsolute fool, and Hitle more can be said
of him. It is a pity he was not, since he was deficient
in much wisdom. It is the little redeeming leaven
which proves troublesome and mischievous ; the
wies or the very foolish do little harm. His * learn-
ing," such ss it was — though not open to the serious
censure which is provoked by his preposterous vanity
in the matter of ** kingeraft,” his disgraceful love of
personal ease, and his indecent and shameless fondness
for personal favourites— never furnished him with one

Erasting to bis friend the mnbassador, * these cold and sluggish climatos,™
with * the more mbilimated air of aly.* — Papers, val, i PRE Wottem
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whlﬂmnghhwnmgguﬁmnfmnﬁulheneﬁh‘
He wrote mystical definitions of the preragative, and
polite * Counterblasts to Tobacco;" issued forth dam-
nation to the deniers of witcheraft?, and poured out the
wraths of the Apocalypse upon popery ; but whenever
an obvious or judicious truth seemed likely to fall in his
way, his pen infallibly waddled off from it. He ex-
ded the Latin of the fathers at Hampton Court ?,
but avoided the very plain and intelligible Latin of
Fortescue.
" Not so the great men, his opponents, who were now
preparing for a eonstitutional struggle, of which Europe
had as yet given no example. At the close of Eliza-
beth's reign they had risen to a formidable party, they
had wrung concessions even from her splendid despot-
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ism, and won for themselves the courteous title of
“ mutineers." |  They soon found that they had litde
to fear from her suceessar, He had no personal elaims
on their respect %, no dignity to fence in royalty,
buckled on the armour of their privileges, and awaited
his lndicrous attacks without respect and withoit fear.®
James soon commenced them, and with a hand doubly
defenceless. He had impoverished his crown, by con-
ferring its estates on his needy followers ; he had de-
ved it of the sympathy and support of the wealthier
E-nm, in disgusting them with his indiscriminae
peerage creations*  From this feeble hand, and a head
r;a?mmﬁﬁmﬁrﬁﬁgﬁm ﬂ::'m.m?uﬁ
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gtuffed with notions of his royal “ divinity,” he issued
the first of his proclamations for the assembling of par-
liament. It contuined a deadly attack on the privileges
of the house of commons, in an attempt to regulate
the parlimmentary elections. This was resented, and
defeated, and so the fight began.!

The poptﬂa: party proclaimed their intentions at
once, with boldness, and in explicit langunge. They
warned the king of his imprudence ; they spoke of the
dizzalute and abandoned character of his court expenses,
They did not refuse to assist his wants, but they main-
tained that every offer of money on their part should
be met with corresponding offers of concession on the
part of the crown. They brought forward a catalogue
of grievances in the practice of the ecclesiastical courts,
in the administration of civil justice, and in the conduct
of the various departments of the government. For these
they demanded redress.” Artifice and intrigue were the
first answers they received, and & prorogation the last.

James had now sufficient warning, but, nevertheless,
plunged blu:ermgly forward. With no elear hereditary
right to the crown?, he flouted his only safe pretension
— the consent and nutlmmy of the people. With no
personal qualities to command respect, he pmdllmul
himself a “ lieatenant and vicegerent of God,” and, as
such, adorned and furnished with “ sparkles of dl-

St Faul's, whersin was pretended an srt to Iuip wenk memuTies to 2 cuti.
pretent knowledge of the names of the l|ul|l1|.tp _;n. T.
| fpe Commons’ .h:nxrmh Hr ol fi tlT-!l

Winwoods Memotial ulmgl:mh:' ﬁm

Hume ohaerres ﬂuh' l|1 l.lu:l.'lh I'||I'| whld: he dde I.E

tension is o I that hiz mumh[ was lnnecen }

hbmrm; :hfr:u-luuﬂc ]:uu- mn': mvhmpﬂuumrn o .
u'n)ll‘ paieg t join them in these complalnts,

'butﬂ:.nir Mrimh Bes Somers Tracts, vol i Mt.

Commons’ Jourmnals, mm Fur the Eﬂ:‘pﬂl f“wml.
Jmnall. mL H'l.’n l e Hallsm's L oval L pp HE 4156
‘s History, vol, vh

21 87, Rl

! Mr. lam b slmiraldy l’.";.: fully dl-m-d this rnmt. Const, Hist.

pp. 400, 1 kave o doubt the king was able to Fesl his want of clear

mimql ':.?hir i hﬂ'ﬁ“"’"ﬂ .hwlh mas taught hdm ;} betier
g al e | ng the 1] jl'l-m-
m, mh::, r:u. mm:ﬁ?;:n g

hm Eh::,mﬁ!ﬂu. ‘-:ﬂn;;mﬁm l':rrl;—l mpﬂg

the
naw it



186 BRITIEN STATESMEN.

vinity." 1In total ignorance of the nature and powers of

t, nothing could shake his vain coneeit of the
awe to be hupu-td by his regal wisdom, The commons,
however, lefi no point of their claims unasserted or un-
certain ; they reserved po *° arcana imperii,” after the
king's fashion. They drew upin committes a * Satis.
faction” of their proceedings, for the perusal of James,
who makes an evident allusion to it in a letter of the
time.! It is vain to say, after reading such documents
as this, that liberty, a discrimination of the powers and
objects of government, was then only struggling to the
light, or had achieved no distinct form and pretension,
It was already deep in the hearts and in the understand-
ings of men. * What cause,” they eloquently said, * we
your poar commons have, to watch aver their privileges,
is evident in itself to all men. The prerogatives of
princes may easily, and do daily, grow. The privileges
of the suhject are, for the most part, at an everlasting
stand. They may be, by good providence and care,
preserved ; but being once lost, are not recoversd bot
with much disquiet."

Another session succeeded, and the same scencs were
again enacted, with the same results. In vyain were
monaopolies eried down, and the merchants lifted their
voices unnvailingly aguinst the inglorious peace with
Spain. After this prorogation, James's obstinacy held
out for upwards of two years, when want of money
overcame it
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The session of 1610 was o most distinguished one,
and called the unjust prerogative to a rigorous reckon-
ing. James had most illegally, in the face of two great
charters, soid twelve other parlivmentary enactments,
imposed certain duties on imports and exports.  Bates,
s Turkey merchant, refused payment of one on cur-
rants, and carried his case into the exchequer.! The
i there refosed him justice, in terms more dis-
graceful and subversive of liberty, than even the ini-
quitous decision. Against this, and in no measured
terms, the commons now protested. Lawyers, mame
learned than the judges, exposed, in masterly reasoning,
the ignorance and corruption of barons Fleming and
Clark, Bir Francis Bacon appesled with all his elo-
quence to the reverence of past ages, amd the possession
of the present ; but Hakewill proved , in an argument
of memoruble clearness and vast knowledge, that the
ouly instances adduced were on forbidden articles, and
therefore false ss precedents ; and Hacon appealed in
vain. Sall more vain was the rage of the movarch,
who hastened to the house to lay his arrogant commands
upon them. He told them, after » comparison savour-
ing of blasphemy, that it ** was seditious in subjects to
dispute what a king may doin the height of his power."#
They answered in a remonstranes of great strength and
spirit, and of much lesrningd  After producing a host
of precedents, they passed a bill against impositions ;
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but, to use Hume's phrase, ** the house of lords, as is
usual, defended the barriers of the throne,” and threw
out the bill.!

1 may allude a little further to the proceedings of
this distinguished session, sinee they illustrate forcibly
the exact relative positions of the crown and parlisment
at the period of Wentworth's return,

Unwearied in exertion, the house of commons now
fastenel on & work that had been published by Dy
Cowell, one of the party of civiliins encouraged against
the common lawyers, and which contained most mon-
strous doctrines on the subject of kingly power® They
compelled James to suppress the book. The wily Ceeil
had striven to effcct a compromise with them, by the
proposition of a large yearly revenue to the crown, in
return for which he promised that the liberality of the
govereign in the matter of grievances should be com-
mensurste. He had entreated, however, without success,
that the subsidies should have priority : the commons
were resolute in enforcing the condition before yielding
the grant. The fate of their impositions’ bill had in-
structed them, Cecil now pressed again for the sub-
sidies ; they persisted in the further entertainment of
grievances, They complained of the ecclesiastical high
commission court, and its disregard of the common law ;
they protested against the recent system of substituting
proclamations for lawe ; they sought redress for the
delays of the courts in granting writs of prohibition and
habeas corpus ; they questioned the right of the eouncil
of Wales to exclude from the privileges of the common
Iaw four ancient English counties ; they remonstrated
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aguinst patents of monopolies, and a late most unjust
tax upon victuallers ; but, above all, they strove to
exonerate the country from the feudal burthens! They
did not dispute that these in right belonged to the
erown ; but they negotiated for their abolition ; for they
never then insisted on a right, except with proofs and
precedents in their hands for claiming it as such. In that
particular stage of the contest, the necessity and justice
of such caution is apparent, and forms an important
feature of their struggles.

The negotiation now commenced. James did not
eare to abolish purveyance®, which was sought for;
but with that was coupled a demand for the exchange
of every other kind of tenure into that of free and
common socage”?  © What!” said Jumes, © reduce all
my subjects; noble and base, rich and poor, to hold
their lands in the same ignoble manner#” The indig-
nant * father of his people” woull not listen toit ; and,
after some delay, a compromise was struck. The tenure
by knight service was retained ; but its most lucrative
and oppressive incidents, such as velief, premier seisin,
and wardship, were surrendered, along with porveyance.
Still the commons delayed ; for Cecil’s demands wene
exorbitant. They resolved to pause some short time
longer, that they might ascertain the best mode of levy-
ing so large a sum with the least distress to the nation.
The session had already been protracted far into sum-
mer ; & subsidy was granted for immediate wants ; and
a prorogation took place.

The loss of the Journals of the ensuing session renders
it difficult to follow their proceedings. It is certain,
however, from other sources, that the events of the
interim had resolved the leaders of the house on shan-
doning the terms proposed. They saw no signs of greater
justice at the outports, or in the proclamations, or in the

| Sew the Parl Hist, vol v, pp. 285045 Als, the Commons” Joummals
for 1600 Winwood, wol. 1L g 110,
I Am sitmirslbe Bote 08 purveyance will be found in Amoe's Fortesoue,

1M, 133
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ecelesiasticnl cowrts.  The most important of their pe-
titions on puarticolar grievances had been refosed, and
now, when they sent one up to the thrane for the al-
lowing prisoners on a capital charpe to bring witnesses
in their own defence, the king protested to them, that
in his conscicnice he could not grant such an indulgence.
% Tt would escourage and multiply forgery,” he said :
“ men were already accustomed to forswear ‘
even in civil actions ; what less coulil be expected when
the life of a friend was at stke?™ ! Boch was the
exquisite philesophy of James. A coolness ensued ;
threats followsd ; a prorogation was again the interme-
dunte argument, with & dissolution within nine weeks
as the final one.  Those nine weeks were employed in
vain in the purpose of weakening the populur party ;
and, on the duy threatened, seven years from their first
assembling, the dissolution took place.?

The interval which ensued was one of profusion,
debauchery, anid riot in the court?, and of actempterd
oppression and wrong against the people. Fortunately,
the spicit of liberty had strengthened to resistanee.
% Tke privy seals are going forth,” says a contemporary
writerd, “ but from a trembling hand, lest that saered
seal should be refused by the desperate hardness of the
prejudiced people.” Tt was refused ; and the shameful
expedient was abundantly resorted to by the court, of
selling the ‘honours of the peerage, and of creating a
number of hereditary knights, who should pay tribute
for their dignity.® All would not serve, however ; and

'\n"‘m'hmih,pi&l, Lord's Journals, p, & Winwood,
Ul @ R
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Bacon, reckoning somewhat unduly on his own skill },
upon the king to suimon another parliament.

At this eventful moment Wentworth eome back
England, and was immediately returned knight of the
shire for Yorkshire? It is now my duty to follow him
through the commencing passages of his pahblic life, and
1 hope to do this faithfully. 1 have felt very strongly
that the truth lies (as it genérally does in such eases)
somewhere between the extreme statements thut have
been urged on either side, by the friends and the foes
of Wentworth.

Ome of his latest biographers®, who brought o his
task a very aminhle feeling and desive —which wasted
dteelf at last, however, in an excess of swestness and
candour—sets out with a just remark, *° The factions
which agitated his conternporaries,” Mr. Mac-Disrmid
ohserves, © far from ceasing with the existing generation,
divided posterity inte his immodernte censurers, or
unqualified admirers ; and writers, whether hostile or
friendly, have confounded his merits and defects with
those of the transactions in which he was engaged.
Even in the present day, ‘an undisguised exposure of
his virtues amd viees might be misconstrued by many
into a prejudiced panegyric, or an invidious censure of
man, as well as of the cause.” WNow, from this I shall
certainly, in some measure, secure myself by the course 1
propose to adopt.  The collection of documents known
by the title of the * Strafftrd Papérs,” seems to me to

Alkin, vol. i, p 3L The project appeans to hawe been the mggestion of
$Hov Baker’s Chrombole, p 800 edit MR 3 Guthnoe, wol Gl
Fm,,;nd}hn.ula'rllllﬂr}'m'LL Th
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2 Tha writer in the Riographia Britannics, and Mr. Mao-Digrmid, reject
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contain within itself every material necessary to the
illustration of the public and private character of this
statesman, on an authority which few will be disposed
to contest, for the recond is his own, The general his-
torical staterent 1 have already given, was necessary to
bring Wentworth more intelligibly upon the political
geene ; but hereafter 1 mean to restrict myself, almost
entirely, to the authorities, illustrations, and snggestions
of character, that are so abundantly furnished by that
great work. The letters it contains, extending over a
period of more than twenty years, comprise the notices
of the country gentleman, the anxieties of the parlia-
ment-man, the growing ambition of the president of
the North, the unflagging energy of the lord deputy,
the intense purpose and reckless daring of the lien-
tenant-general, and the cares, magnanimously borne, of
the ruined and forsaken aspirant, sbout to render the for-
feit of that life, which three kingdoms had pronounced
incompatible with their well-heing. Their evidence is the
mare unexceptionable, that they are no hasty ebullitions,
the offspring of the moment, & sudden expression of sen-
timents to be disavowed in succeeding intervals of ealm,
With a view, as it would seem, to goard againsg the
inconveniences of a maturally fiery and uncontrallable
temperament, Strafford wrote with singular deliberation ;
and his perspicuous and straightforward despatehes |
deliver the results of a therough conviction. * He
never did any thing of any moment,” remarks sir George
Radeliffe, ** concerning either political or domestical
business, without taking advice; not so much as a
letter written by him to any great man, of any business,
but he showed it to his confidents if they were near
him. The former part of his life, Charles Greenwood
and myself were consulted with; and the latter part,
Chr. Wandesford came in Charles Greenwood's Toom,

"It is mach to be regretted that Me. Prodle, wh k
several valuabde suggestions towards un-erlnp ulzﬁnnri:rrj_muhnndmmﬁm-
himself to depreciate so strongly the merit of fis letters and dospatshes,
amil huﬂw sttabuments geograly, | shall bave umply pocaien to
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Charles Greenwood desiring not to be tuken away from
his eure ; they met almost daily, and debated all bosis
tesses and designs, pro ef oonfra s by this means his
own judgment was very mich improved, and all the
circumstances and probable consequences of the things
consulted were diseoversd and considered.” ! From the
high pruise which Is given by sir George to this prac-
tice, it is to be inferred, moreover, that it was no cheap
expedietit to ebtain an ohsequions and all-approving set
of counsellors ; for he complacently subjoins, that sach a
eourse “ is very efficacious to make a wise man, even
though he advise with much weaker men than himself:
for there is oo man of ordinary eapacity, that will not
often suggest some things which might else have been
let slip without being observed ; and in the debatings of
things, & man may give another hints and occasions to
observe and find out that, which he that spesks to it,
perhaps, never thinks on ; as & whestone,” &e. ; con-
cluding with that very original simile. It may also be
remarked here, that, of his more important despatches w
the king, Wentworth was sceustomed to transmit dupli-
cates to the leading members of the council. Thus, in
a letter to secretary Cooke, he writes :  * Having such
confidence in your judgment and good affection both
towards his majesty's service and myself, 1 hold it fit
to give you a clear and particolar understanding of all
my proceedings in these affuirs; to which end I have
sent you the duplicates of all my despatches to his -
majesty and others, as you will find in the pacquet this
bearer shall bring unto you ; only I desire you will be
pleased not o take notice thereof, unless it be brought
unto you by some other hand, These businesses have
cost me a mighty Jabour, having been at first written
over by my own hand. And 1 have been as cireum-
spect and considerate therein as possibly 1 could. And
now, I beseech you, help me with your judgment, in
any thing you shall find amiss ; and let me clearly and
speedily be led into the right path, in case 1 have emro-
¢ Eaxay,
¥OL. IL ©
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neously, in any thing, swerved from that which is best
and honpurablest for our muster; for it would grieve
me more than any other thing, if my weakness should
lead him into the least inconvenience: snd this you
wver find in me,—that no man living shall more promptly
depart from an error than myself, that have, in good
faith, no confidence in my own judgment, how direct and
jutent soever my sffections may be.” What these letters
want, therefore, in those sudden and familiar outhreaks
which are to be looked for in & less guarded corre-
spondence, is amply made up in the incressed suthority
of the matter thus carefully elaborated, snd cautiously
put forth. Nor are instances altogether wanting, in
which the curb is set aside, and the whole nature of the
writer has its resistless way,

1 have remarked on the aristocratic influences which
surroundel Wentworth’s youth, Every thing had tended
to foster that principle within him. His ancient lineage,
extending, at no very distant period, to the blood royal
— the degree of attention which must have early at-
tached iteelfl to the eldest of twelve children— his
inheritance of an estate of GOOOL a year, an enormous
fartune in those days — his education — all the various
eircumstances which have been touched upon — contri-
buted to produce a character ill fitted to comprehend or
sympathise with © your Prynoes, Pyms, Bens, and the
rest of that generstion of odd names and natures,'"
who recognised, in the struggling and oppressed Many,
those splendid dawnings of authority, which others were
disposed to seck only in the One.  From the first we
nbserve in Wentworth a deep sense of his exact social
position and its sdvantages. This is explained in &
passage of o remarkable letter, written at a later period
to hiz early tutor, Mr. Greenwood, but which I shall
extract here, since it bas reference to the present time.
« My sister Elizabeth writes me a letter concerning my
brother Mathew's estate, which 1 know not how to

1 Seraffurd Papers, vol L p. M4 Such was ‘Wentworth's clas-
siflestion. ™ Ben ' may bo presumed to bove meant sir
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anewer till T see the will ; nor do 1 know what it is she
claims — whether money alone, or his rent-charge forth
of my lands, or both. Therefore 1 desire the copy of
the will may be sent me, and her demand, dod then she
shall have my answer. This brother, that she saith
was 80 dear unto her, had well tutoreid her, or she him,
being the couple of all the children of my father that T
conceived loved me least; it may be they loved ope
another the better for that too. However it prove, 1
know not ; but this 1 am most assured, — that in case
any of the three brothers died without issue, my fifher
ecer tntended their rent-charge should revert to me, and
not Jie still as a clog wpon my estate; or thal ang
daughier of his, whom he had ofherwive provided for
forth of the estate, showld thus intercept his intentions
towards his heir. But how ofien hath he been ploazed
o excuse wnlo me the liberal provivions taken forth of
my estate for my brothers end sisters ¥ And as often
hath been owsured by me, T thought nothing too much
that he had dome for them ; and yet T ean make i con-
fidently appear, that ke left not my estate better to me
than my grandfather left it to him, by 2000 ¢ year ; nay,
eme that understond i very well hove, upon spesch
hod with me about if, been very confident he left it me
rather worse than better than be received it, But 1
ghall and can, I praise God, and have heretofore, pa-
tiently locked upon their peevishness and frowardness
towards me, and all their wise and prodent councils and
synods they have held againgt me, as if they bad been
to have dealt with some cheater or cozener, not with a
brother, who had ever carried himself justly and Jov-
ingly towards them ; nor do I, or will 1, deny them
the duties T owe unto them, as recommended unto my
care by my father. Nay, as wise as they did, or do,
take themselves to have been, I will say, i had not been
the worse for them, as I think, if they had taken fess of
their oum foolish empty fincies, and followed more of my
advice, who, 1 must nesls say, take myself to have
been full as able to bave directed their course, as they
a2



196 + DRITISH ETATESMEN.

themselves could be at that age.”! Here the remark
eannot but oecur, of the very early age at which these
X “ gyeuses” from a father to a son must
have been proffered and accepted ! Sir William Went-
worth died in 1614%, shortly after his son, who had
searcely aceomplished his twenty-first year, was returned
to parlisment from Yorkshire. This patriarchal au-
thority, then, this strong sense of his hereditary rights
of property, was of no late assumption ; and in after life
it was Wentworth's proud satisfaction that he came not to
Ireland * to piece up a broken fortune.”"—* For,” says
he elsewhere, © as 1 am a Christizn, 1 spend much more
than all my entertainments come unto ; yet I do not com-
plain ; my estate in England may well spare me something
to spend.” At his so early maturity, being called to
the family inheritance by the death of his father, a
new charge devolved to him in the guardianship of his
elder sister's children, the issue of sir George Suvile,
which trust he faithfully discharged. His own account
of his family regards, generally, given in the passage
quoted, appears to me to be perfectly just.  His dis-
position was kind, but exacting. Those of his relations
who paid him proper deference, received from him at-
tentions and care. And it is remarkable to observe, in
those brothers, for instance, who contimued attached to
him through all his fortunes — one an intimate coun-
sellor, another a “ humble poster in his afairs” —
the complete deference they at all times cheerfully paid
to him.

S8uch was the new member for Yorkshire, who took
his seat in the parliament of 1614 I have described
the eondition of affairs, They had arvived at such a
point, that not to declare in favour of the popular party,
was to exert an influence against them. The K
strength bad not declined in the present assembly. The
confederacy of *““undertakers4,” banded for the purpoes

i Seniford Papers, vol, Lopo483 ® Padciifies Eaay.
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of influencing the elections, had pursued their vile ave-
eations without effect.  The new members were staunch ;
resumed complaints against monopolies and other unjust
grants ; called the bishop of Lincoln to sccount for dis-
words; and received the tribute to their honesty
of a dissolution after two months” sitting !, and of im-
prisonment, in many cases, afterwards.? During these
two months, Wentworth had continued silent ;—not un-
observed, but silent. 1 have examined the Journals,
and find no trace of his advocacy of either side in the
great struggle.t
At the close of the session he returned to Yorkshire,
and a year passed over him at his country residence,
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engaged, to all appearance, in no pursuits less innocent
than his favourite sport of hawking. Let the reader
judge, however, if his personal ambitions had been for-
gotten. Sir John Bavile, the father of the afterwards
lord Bavile—and not, a5 has been invariably stated by
modern writers, the lonl Savile himeelf '— at this time
held an office of great esteem in the county,— that of
custos rotulorum, or keeper of the archives, for the
Woest Riding. So strong an influence, however, had for
some time heen moving aguinst Savile in the county,
that the lord chancellor Ellesmere was induced to in-
terfere, It is instructive to observe that sir Thomas
Fairfax, a near kinsman of Wentworth's, was the most
active agninst Savile. I quote a passage of a letter from
Sheffield, the lord president of the north, to Ellesmere
—*1 desired much to have waited upon you myself, to
present an information lately made unto me, of the evil
earriage of one sir John Savile, a gentleman of York-
shire, one of the principal in eommission, that maketh
use of his anthority to satisfy his own ends, if sundry
complaints be true, which of late have been made unto
me, touching one particular, which in my opinion is a
matter of foul condition, and which T am bold to intreat
your lordship to give me leave to make known unto you
by the relation of sir Thomas Fairfax, a gentleman of
good worth, to whom the particulars of that matter is
well known.”  The result was, that in 1615 Savile was
removed, and sir Thomas Wentworth appointed to the
office. The court had not forgotten the good services
of his silence, and Wentworth was not ungrateful,
“ Calling to mind,” he afterwards writes to Weston,
* the faithful service T had the honour to do his mujesty,
now with God, how gruciously he vouchsafed to accept

P It s singrabar that this mistake should have pecurred ; for
i the Pupars, he is eallod * the ald knight,” * old sir John,” ke, (vl |
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and express it openly and sundry times, 1 enjoy within
mysell much comfort and contentment. . . . You can
best witness the opinion, nay, 1 might say the esteem,
his late majesty held of me.”

But & new actor now appears upon the scene, in whose
hands James had become a puppet, and to whose shame-
less influence he had surrendered all his esteems and
regards. Having discharged the duties of his new office
for nearly two years, Wentworth received (near the close
of 1617) a startling notice from no Jess a person than
his grace the duke of Buckingham. Old Savile had
been busy with him. * These ure to let you understand,
that, whereas his majesty is informed that sir John Savile
yielded up his place of custos rotulorum voluntarily
unto you, whom now his majesty hath received into
favour again, and purposeth to employ in his service,
his majesty will take it well at your hands, that you re-
sign it up again unto him with the same willingness, and
will be mindful of you to give you as good preferment
upon any other occasion.” ?  Buckingham, however, had
commitied a mistake here. Wentworth replied to this
notice in a letter which has unfortunately been lost, but
whose import may be gathered from some passages in
Bueckingham's reply :—* The reasons set down in yoor
letter are so substantial to prove that sir John Sarile
made no voluntary resignation of the place to you, but
yielded it up rather out of a necessity to avoid that which
otherwise would have fallen upon him, that 1 see it was
a misinformation given to his majesty and to me, which
occasioned the writing of my letter unto you."  Other
grounds of apology are added, and Buckingham pro-
ceeds :— “ Upon these grounds 1 thought it could neither
be any wrong nor disgrace to move you in that business;
but 1 pray you believe, that I am so far from doing the
least indignity to any gentleman of your worth, that I
would be ready upon any occasion to do you the best
service I could. Therefore I desire you not to trouble

'Im,umlm,mw:wﬂl pBE
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yourself either with any doubt of further proceeding in
this matter, which went so far only upon misunder—
standing, or with a0 long a journsy to give me satisfic-
tion, sceing I have fully received it by your letter, and
have acquainted hiz majesty with the true state of the
business, as you have set it down.” Buckingham sube
scribes himself his * very sssured friend,” and then, in
a very curious and significant postseript, betrays good
reason for his sudden change of style, and sufficiently
explains the shrewd und determined course that had besn
adopted by Wentworth ; * I beseech you to excuse me
to my lord of Cumberland and my lord Clifford, that 1
write not to them now, as I purpose to do at more lebsure ;
for now I made haste to signify that which 1 have to
you, that I might spare you o troublesome a journey,”
So Wentworth continued in his place; and old Savile,
eaten up with mortified spleen, waited his first oppor-
tunity of retaliation,

Wentworth foiled him at that game too, by striking
the first hlow ! A new parlisment was spoken of, and
& strong opposition from the Savile party against Went-
worth significantly indicated. He went instantly up
to London ; spoke carelessly, it may be supposed, to his
friends at court, of his indifference sbout standing any
contest ; and so won from the ministerial party an in-
treaty that he would stand, and endesvour to bring in
one of the secretaries of state along with him.! Went-
worth then consented, returned to Wentworth Wood-
house, anid commenced his election exertions. In thess
his character had full plsy ; and here, in the first
effort of his public life, were amply vindicated his
achievements of a later period. The energy and activity
be exhibited, amounted almost to 3 marvel } Every
difficnlty sank before him. Doubts were satisfied,
Jjealousies put to shame, fndifference moved to action,
enmity even to friendship, dishonesty foiled in its own
way, friends stimulated, the opposition of those whe

¢ = 1 wan ot London swch intremted, snd indoed af wtapd
with Mr. secrutary Calvert," = Straford Papers, m‘f; o
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atill continued enemies diverted. I mean to quote these
letters at some length hereafter, in immediate illustration
of the character of the lord president and lord deputy,
to the right understanding of which they appear to me
to offer a remarkable assistance. Wentworth of course
triumphed, for nothing could withstand his vigour and
resonrees,  He went to the poll, after all, on the day of
his election, with Calvert, in no vain reliance on friendly
professions, but with positive lists, furnighed him by the
petty officers of the several hundreds, of the names of
those voters who had distinetly engaged to support his
interests.!

It may be supposed into what a deadly feud the hatred
of the Saviles had now been provoked. From this time
we hear little more of the father: the son, sir John
Bavile the younger, suppliez his place. He was a per-
son of mean intellect ; but he had a restless ambition,
and was agtive in intrigue. He had “suck'd in with
his millk,"” as Clarendon says, a particular malice to
Wentwaorth ; and through his life he had many oppor-
tunities of showing how steadily he remembeored that
* Btrafford had shrewdly overbarne his father.” *

Disgraceful cceurrences had filled up the interval he-
tween the last parliament and this parliament of 1621.
The exaction of benevolences® ; the usurpations of the
star_chamber ; the denths of the unfortunate Arabella
Stuart, of the promising youth prince Henry$, and of

. [:]..rmmmﬂuh?rgl-u:" rﬁalﬁrbl'[ﬁ vol i, p 3155 folio edit.
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the accomplished Overbury ; the rapid rise of Villiers ;
the pardon, and dark allusions of Somerset!; the dis-
grace of Coke ; — these ire some of the events which
had blotted the history of the nation. And these were of
home growth. Abroad, mischief had been equally basy;
for the small remnant of forvign policy in the govern-
ment disappeared with Cecil. The weak and unas-
sisted Frederick, son-in-law of the English king, had
been ignominiously driven from his new dominions by
Spinola ; Pragune had furnished its disasters; and the
protestant interest — the faith, of which, as he had
abundantly assured Vorstivs, James conceited himself
the defender — was trampled down every where,
Proportioned to the disguet and indignation with
which these things had been contemplated by the po-
pular party, were the feelings with which they now
assembled in this parlisment of 1621. The early sit-
tings were distinguished by active and resolute steps in
behalf of privilege. 1t is not necessary to allude to them
at any length here. Some preat state criminals were
subsequently struck down ; and after a few months, the
parliament was dissolved by proclamation, and the king
committed himself in many acts of foolish violenge?
Wentworth had taken kttle or no part in these pro-
eeedings. He avoided the risk of endangering a certain
show of country independence, by active opposition to
what was called the country party, and held the most
moderate of courses between the court and the people,

£
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The service he had already rendered to the former in
the matter of Calvert's return, he had been enabled to
render palatable to his county by the circumstances of
the Savile feud; and it now left him to a convenient
kind of neutrality in other respects, which might he
felt, in secret quarters, as no less serviceably intended
to the court. I find him acting on committees in this
parliament, but never putting himself forward as a
speaker.  Shortly after, he explained’ his policy in this
respect, in a letter to his brother-in-law lord Clifford.
Alluding to parliaments, he says, — * For my opinion
of these meetings your lordship knows sufficiently, and
the services done there coldly requited on all sides, and,
which is worse, many times misconstrued, I Jjudge
further, the path we are like to walk in is now more
narrow and slippery than formerly, yet not w0 diffoult
but may be passed with circumspection, patience, AND
FriFciraLLy  sinesoe”! The present  dissolution
Wentworth regretted ; but he made silenee chicfly serve
0 assist him in this also. * As for the disaster,” he
writes to lord 1)'Arey, “ fallen upon this so hopeful a
parliament, albeit T should take plessure to relate it,
yet the enclosed proclamation for dissalution might well
sive me the labour; muoeh more then, when 1 canmot
think a thought of it but with grief, will it well become
me to be silent."?

He had moved his family up from Wentworth
Woodhouse before the session ; and they resided, during
its continuance, in Austin Friars. Here his body first
began to show its extreme frailty. He had “a great
fever,” says sir George Radeliffe ; one of those pestilen-
tial fevers, it is to be presumed, which so often ravaged
the close and crowded streets of London ; and which at
the same time (1622) struck his wife more fatally,
He removed from London, but too late to save the lndy
Esz She died shortly after, leaving no issue,

t & memory which he held in respectful regand.

In his intercourse with his conrt friends st London,

! Buraffird Papers, vol. L p 1n ® Ihid, p 15
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Wentworth had zenlously interested himself in behalf of
two or three of his brothers.! The anxiety with which he
sought to get them fairly * settled” somehow, was ex-
wremely characteristic. The first thing we now find him
engaged in at Wentworth Woodhouse after his domestic
loss, is the following-out of these exertions for the youths
of his family. He writes to sir Edward Conway, one of
the king's principal secretaries of state, to remind him of
his promises in behalf of * the bearer, my fifth brother,
wha, intending to try his fortune in the wars, desires
more than in any place else to serve as & gentleman of
the company under my cousin your son.” He l.p:lnElnu
for not having seen the seeretary before leaving Lona
don, on the score of the sudden necessity of his illness.
“ If you would vouchsafe him,” he contimues, ““so
much of your favour, as to recommend him by your
letters in such sort, that my cousin may be pleased 1o
afford him his good direction and counsel, and cast his
eye upon him as & kinsman (if his carriage may be such
as may deserve it), I should judge myself much bound
unto you for this, as for other your many noble curtesies
bestowed upon me. And this I will be answernble for,
—that he shall spprove himself, by God's grace, religious,
honest, well governed, and daring enough. I conceive,
likewise, (if it might stand with your good pleasure)
that u letter of recommendation to sir Horace Vere
might stand him in good stead, which 1 humbly subimit
to your wisdom, and myeelf to your honourahle consure
for this my boldness.” This is the same thought, the
reader will perceive, as that which suggested itself to
Eliot when writing to Hampden of his younger son.
Bir Edward Conway at once granted the request, and
Michael Wentworth was sent off to the wars. Not
without a letter from his hrother, however, of exesl.
lent purpose and advice. Among many sound sug-
gestions for his professional advancement, he observes,
— Methinks it were good to keep a journal-book of
all that passeth during your being in the army ; as of
¥ Bee Straffurd Paperd, vol i. pp 14, 16 15
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your removes, your skirmishes, your incampings, the
order of your marches, of your approaches, of your
. retreats, of your fortifications, of your batteries, and such
like ; in the well and sound disposal whereof, as I eon.
ceive, consists the chief skill and judgment of & soldier.”
The letter concludes admirably : — “ Ounly let me add
this one counsel, — that if you come in person to be
brought on in any service, I conceive you shall do well
to go on with the sober and stayed courage of an under-
standing man, rather than with the rash and ill-tem-
pered heat of an unndvised youth. 1In which course
too, I conceive, you may sufficiently vindicate yourself
from the opinion of fear and baseness, and gain a good
esteem among the wiser sort.  And, indeed, s man that
ventures himself desperately beyond reason (besides that
thereby he too much undervalues himself) shall by men
of sure and sad brains be deemed, without doubt, unfic
for government and command, that exerciseth none of
it first over his own unruly and misleading passions.”
This conduct, so deprecated here by Wentworth, is a
deseription of that very conduct which it is the general
customn to ascribe to the earl of Btrafford ; but incor-
rectly, as I trust T shall be able to show,
His health had now strengthened, and with it a fow
of good spirits came. Bir George Calvert, the king's
of state, was selected for the first advantage of
these. * Mr. Tailor telling me,” Wentworth writes,
** he would see you before the end of this week, T might
not omit to present my service unto you in these few
lines. ~ Matter worthy your trouble these parts afford
none, where our objects and thoughts are limited in
looking upon a tulip, hearing a bird sing, a rivalet
murmuring, or some such petty, yet innocent pastime,
which for my part 1 begin to feed myself in, having,
I praise God, recovered more in a day by an open
couritry air, than in a fortnight's time in that smother-
ing one of London. By my troth T wish you, divested
of the importunity of business, here for half a dozen
hours, you should taste how free and fresh we breathe,
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and how procul metu fruimur modestis opibus, —
wanting sometimes to persans of greater eminency in
the administration of ecommonwealths. But seeing this
is denied to you in your course, and to me us part of
my misforiune, 1 shall pray you may ever receive as
full contentment in those more weighty 23 we do in
these lighter, entertainments.” !

This ** innocent pastime,” nevertheless, did not with-
hald him from the parliament, which was now summoned,
Its proceedings have been deseribed in the life of Eliot.
Wentworth played his usual cautious part, and returned
to Wentworth Woodhouse, at its adjournment, a better
friend than ever, more playful and more confidential, to
his majesty’s  principal secretary of state”  Calvert
himself had gone to his country seat at Thistleworth,
and is congratulated by his correspondent with many
classical similitudes and quotations, on having * retired
to the delights of his Tusculanie, ereptus specioss e
damna.”  An amusing anecdote of James, then hunting
with his court at Rufford, concludes the letter. * The
loss of a stag, and the hounds hunting foxes instead of
a deer, put the king, your master, into a marvellous
chaff, secompanied with those ordinary symptoms bet-
ter known to you courtiers, I conceive, than o we
rural swaing ; in the height whereof, comes a clown
galloping in, and staring full in his face: Hir blood !
(quoth he) am I come forty miles to ase a follme ¥ and
presently in a great rage turns about his horse, and
away he goes faster than he came ; the oddness whersaf
caused his majesty and all the company to burst out
into a vehement lsughter ; and so the fume for that
time was happily dispersed.”

Seven days after this, the  rural swain" of Wood-

writes again to his selected confidant. He beging

by a laughing mention of having written some politics

recently to his “* cousin Wandesford, as being a statist,”

a politician, & meddler in state affairs ; * but here

with you,” he adds, “ T hive matters of other gness
! Strafford Papers, vol L p 16
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stuff to relate, — that our harvest is all in, a most fine
season to make fish-ponds, our plums all gone and
past, peaches, quinces, and grapes almost fully ripe,
which will, T trow, hold better relish with a Thistle
warth palate, and approve me how to have the skill 1o
serve every man in his right coe, These only we
countrymen muse of, hoping in smich harmless retire-
ments for a just defence from the higher powers, and,
possessing ourselves in contentment, pray with Dryope
in the poet, —

* Et siquea ost pieTes, ab anutm valners fales
Et pecaria mogsu, frondes defendite nostras*

— Thus, you see, Ovid serves us at every turn. How bald
we are with you since you entred our list; and how we
take time, while time serves! For, Michaelmas onee
come, and your secretary’s cloak on your shoulders, I
trust, you shall find us better manner'd than to interrupt
Your serious hours with our toys" On the arrival of
Michaelmas, however, the parliament was again ad.
journed, for the purpose, as it afterwards appeared, of &
final dissolution. Our rural swain, in COMBeqUEnCE,
despatches with an airy sauciness to his state friend, in
a lone between jest and earnest, some slight shades of
significant advice, dashed with s sort of reminder that
the writer — though given to looking at tulips, and
hearing birds sing, and rivulets murmuring, and keep.
ing sheep from biting his hedges, and such Hke innocent
pastime — might yet be called upon, as an effect of
want of employment, to play the part of an * unruly
fellow in parlisment.” The words of this letter are
eminently happy and well chosen. * Now," snys
Wentworth, “ that you have given us a put-off il
February, we are at good ease and leisure to pry (the
true effects of want of employment) sancily out of our
own calling into the mysteries of state; to cast about
for a reason of this sudden change. In a word, we
conclude, that the French treaty must first be consum-
mate bciuremchnnruljrfellnmmminp.ﬂiml,
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lest they might appear as agile agninst this, as that other
Spanish match. For my part I like it well, and con-
eeive the bargain wholsom on our side, that we save
three other subsidies and fifteenths. Less could not
have been demanded for the dissolving of this tresty,
and still the king your master have pretended to suffer
loss (no doubt for our satisfaction culy), which cer-
tainly we shoold hove believed, and reputed ourselves
great gainers, and that rightly too. For ir if a small
matter, trow you, for poor mcaing to unwind so der-
trously your courtly true-fove knots # Fou think we
wee nothing ; but befiste it, you shall find wa leyislators,
no fools ; albeit, you of the court (for by this time Tam
wiere you huve, by a _fair retreat from Thistieworth, quit
your part of ¢ country life for this year ) think fo bear
our eyes with your sweet balls, and feave we in the ruds,
when you huve done.  Thus much for the common-wead,
For your own self, I am right glad for your agoe
recovered ; hoping it will cleanse away all bad-disposed
hemours, and give entrance consequently unto a set-
tled eontinuing health, wherein no man alive shall be
more pleased.  In the alaerity of which faith, and out
of an earnest desire to be mode an eye-witness thereof,
you shall have (God willing) within these fow weeks to
sttend you, your homour's ever most humbly, most
readily to be command, Tuosas Wesrwonrm,”

It is just possible that these hints might have been
taken at last by the court party, but that Wentworth's
proposed journey was retarded by o sudden return of
illness. In the spring, Rateliffis observes, * as 1 take it,
he bad a dooble tertian; and after his recovery, a relapse
into a single tertian; and, n while after, o buming
fever.” On his recovery from these afflicting disorders,
he came instantly up to London. Charles now sat
upon the English throne, and Buckingham's influence
reigned over the royal councils more absolutely than
even in James's time. This, it is probable (for he had
had good resson to suspect a personal dislike on Bucking-
ham’s part), induced Wentworth to venture more openly
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among the popular party, and by that means convey to
the king, inaccessible through his minister, the import.

ance of his tulents and services. 1 shall ghow very
soon how extremely anxious he was to exhibit himself,
as it were, personally to the king,. We find him now,
aceordingly, in frequent communication with Denszil
Hollis, and others of the popular men. He had, from
the first, provided a convenient organ of communieation
with them, in the person of his kinsman Wandesford,
who subsequently proved so accommodating s patriot,
Boon after this (one of the results of his visits to the
house of Hollis's father, the earl of Clare), he married
the lady Arahells Hallis, * younger dunghter of the eard,
8 ludy exceeding comely and beautiful, snd yet much
more lovely in the endowments of her mind."!
Wentworth now began to be talked of as an acces-
gion to the liberal party, and the court grew somewhat
alarmed. On the meeting of parliament, his election
for Yorkshire came into dispute, and, as I have
shown in the memoir of Eliot, the ministerial men
supported his cliims. No doubt this arcse from a
desire, by some little sacrifice in & matter of no essential
* eoncern, to nip slightly the budding patriot. Eliot's op-
position threw him out. What has been already suggest-
eil om this subject?, is corroborated by some oceasional
allusions in the Strafford papers. Wentworth's friend,
gir Richard Beaumont, for inetance, writes in answer
his esrnest request : — ** My oceasions are, and have
been such, as with no convenience I can come up to
London ; for which 1 am very sorry, that 1 shall not
enjoy your good company this summer, and give what
assistance I could to make good cur York election, which
I hold as clear as the noon sun, for if it be tolerated
that men shall come six, seven, nay, ten apprentices
out of a house, this is more like a rebellion than an
election. The gentry are wronged, the frecholders are
wronged."¥  Sir Richard Beaumont goes on to allude to
1 T :
-Lﬁﬁ'}mmtp i
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the borough of Pontefract, observes that he is much
beholden for the honour of having been elected there,
but hints a private resson which will prevent his ae-
vepting, and suggests the name of another friend to be
returned on a new writ.  “‘ | should have been willing
to have kept your place for you, or for any friend of
yours, and served in it, and yielded it up of an hour’s
warning to have done you service ; but as it is,” &c.
It would appear from this, that Wentworth had already,
against the chance of defeat, secured a seat to full back
upon, in the borough of Pontefract.!

When the parliament eommmenced proceedings, Weni-
worih partly showed gratitude to the court, and partly
redeemied his new alliance. He spoke with ex-
treme moderation, and advised o grant of subsidies,
while nt the same time be intimated opposition to
Buckingham. The adjournment to Oxford then took
place ; but, on their re-assembling, while Eliot and others
were dooming the minister to impeachment, Wentworth
continued silent. The cause of this will very soon
appesr.

He returned to Yorkshire, Necessity, ina few months,
called rogether another parliament. He set to work
instantly to prepare for his election; but, in the midst
of his arrangements, to the infinite surprise of himeelf
no less than of his friends, sn announecement reached him
that his name was among those of the men disabled from
serving, by Buckingham's notable scheme of pricking
them sheriffs of their respective counties.  Wentworth
was now sheriff of Yorkshire. Sir Arthur Ingram, & cau-
tious friend, writing to him at this moment, gave him
one eonsolation : — “ It was fold me by two counsellors,
tad n the nming 0}" you, the l.'l'.‘l':l'!I "‘-d: You wers gn
hemest gentleman, but not a tittle fo any of the rest.
This much sdvantage have you that way” He had
previously said that every exertion to prevent the step
had been used, but added, * I think, if all the eommeil
that was at eourt had joined together in request for You,
it would not have prevailed : for it was set and resolved

4 Bee Letter to the Mayor of Pontofract, vol i, p 25
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whiat should be done before the great duke's going over,
and from that the king would not change a tittle.”!
Buckingham had gone by this time into Holland ; and
it would thus sppesr that Charles, though inclined
favourably to Wentworth, did not dare to contravene
the order of his minion.

Be that as it might, here was 2 great oceasion. It
was soon announced to Wentworth that the pricked
mwen were resolved to make a struggle, to defest the un-
umﬂtyﬂnn’ﬂl‘th‘dmﬁhtmdﬁﬂntﬁtﬂfrﬂm
parliament. 1 met with sir Francis Seymour here,
at Reading,” writes the cautions Ingram; ** Lfind by
him that he is very desirous to be of the house, pot-
withstanding he is chosen sheriff'; be hath taken, as he
telleth me, very good advice in it ; and he hath been
resolved, that he may be returnml, and serve for sny
town or city that is out of his own county. He would
gladly that you would favour him so much as to get
him chosen for some place in the north, and he will, if
it stand with your good liking, have you chosen in the
west.  This he did desire me to write to you of, and
that you would send him or me an answer so0 soon as
you can. This, his desire, I have by these fow lines
made known unto you, leaving it to your own wisdom
to do therein what you shall think good. For my own
poor apinion, it is a thing that no doubt will displonse
the king exceeding much, and, therefore, to be well con-
gidered of. On the other wide, T think the house swould
be arceeding glod of it, and would hold you in, in apite
#f any. That which induceth sir Francis the rather in
this is, that he knoweth that sir Edward Coke, and sir
Robert Philips will be both returned.  But, good sir,
out of the love T bear to you, I dare not give you any
encouragement in it."* Wentworth’s conduct upon this
wis decisive of the character I am endeavouring to re-
present.  With the ready and resolved purpose of a
man who is already decided on the main course to be
pursued, yet is not unwilling that it should receive cor-

! Strafierd Papérs, vel L nﬂé B Thid g 3L
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roboration or modification from his friends, he instantly
consulted several of them. Ohbserve how characieristi-
eally this is conveyed, in a letter from his father-in-law,
loed Clare: * You resolve, in my opinion of this parti-
eular, rightly ; for we live under a prerogative govern-
ment, where bock-law submits unto fer lguens ; then
be these extraordinaries, that rely rather upon inference
or interpretation than the letter, too weak staves for such
subjects to lean upon.  This is a novelty and & stranger,
that a sheriff, who, aceording to the received rule of our
forefathers, is tied to his county as a =nail to his shell,
may cause himself to be chosen a burgess, or servant
for a borough, and =0 in a sort quit the greater and the
king's service for a subject’s and a less; therefore, ar g
novelty, it ix rather to be followed than fo begin i, and
a8 a stranger to be admitted as a probationer, and to be
embraced upon further sequaintance. For my part, I
shall be glad if sir Edward Coke and sir Robert Philips
ean make their undertaking good ; and 1 eould wish sir
Francis Seymour were a burgess, o you were nol sfen
in it : and if any of them, without your knowledge and
congent, shall confer any such place wpon you, you are
no way in foull thereby ; and yet Cesar’s wife must be
free from suspicion ; so as [ may conclude, it is not
good to stand within the distance of absolute power.
But 1 see the issue: the question will fall between the
king and the parlisment ; the house will demand her
member, and the king denies his officer, and the king's
election was prior, 50 as in conclusion some drops of
displeasure may fall uwpon the borough, whose charter is
always in the king's reach. But this is my chimers,
and the lion may be less terrible than the picture,
Howsoever this well succeeding would put the courtier
out of his trick, secure the parlinment better, and the
subject in general, and make great ones more cantious
in wrestling with that high court.  ¥et ar you write, sun,
thix business iz of such o nuture, as it is much better to
be ¢ spectator than an actor, and in this I give you no
opinion; I only confirm yours”! His resolution now

¥ Srnfford Papers, vol. i p 31,
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y assured, Wentworth writesin playful eonfidence
to his kinsman, Wandesford, whose services he relied
on to keep him as well as possible with the popular
members. He begins by a pleasant piece of hu-
mour : “Raturna brevium ie the office of a sheriff
indead, — but in this, that in this high calling (and now
sworn too,) I answer your long letter, is more than in
justice, scarcely in favour, you could expect from me ;
and Little lese than incivility in you thus to abuse a
simple gentleman in his place, and put me beyond the
length of my tether, it being my part this year,
Incomiowm agere, as becomes best, to say truth, a man
of affiirs, — sttendant upon justices, escheators, juries,
bankrupts, thieves, and such kind of cattle. Well then,
still to pursae, as a good officer should do, the duties of
my vocation, I will tell you, my purpose is to carry
myself in such a temper, that for my expense it shall
participate of moderation and sobriety, without the least
tincture of wantonness or petulancy, which will both
better express the sense wherewith 1 take it from above,
and be more suiting with that just regard 1 owe the
gentry of this country, to whom 1 have been g0 much
beholden ; of whom I should be too much forgetful,
and of my own modesty too, if 1 did any ways intend
(at least as far as my indiscretion eould go,) to bring
the former licentious custom in again so much to their
prejudice.  Therefore, in a word, come king, come
judge, T will keep myself within the articles made when
sir Guy Palmes was sheriff; and run dog, Tun cat,
drink s red ryal by the place at least, by God's leave.”
He goes through many topies very amusingly, and then
ohserves, ** You will partly see by the enclosed, how the
pulse beats above,” — which 1 take to be an allusion to
letter (he afterwards desires it to be enclosed back to the
him,) of his friend Ingram, in which the king's feeling
had been so favourably expressed. * For my own pard,”
he continues, T will commif others to their active heat,
myself, aocording fo the seasom of the year, fold myself
up in o cold silent forbearance, apply myself cheer-

r3
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Jully to the duties of my place, and heartily pray fo
Grod to bless vir Franeis Seymour. For, my rule, which
I will not transgess, is, © Never fo contend with the pre-
rogative ouf of a parliament ; nor yet to contest with o
king but when I am eonstrained therewnto,” |

Wentworth faithfully adhered to these intentions: and
while *“ the great, warm, and ruffiing parliament” in
London was infusing, by the boldness of its acts and
words, new spirit and strength into the country, he
remained quiet in Yorkshire, discharging his duty, as
his humourous classification had described it, among
* justices, escheators, juries, bankrupts, thieves, and
aiich like eattle.” 1t i= true he hai found time to attend
in London for certain purposes that are speedily to
be explainied, but he did not meddle with parlisment
matters there, returning to Yorkshire again as quiet
as before, and, indeed, a little more conterted.?

Soon afterwards, before the proceedings of the parlia-
ment hiad closed, and while attending a county meeting
in his office of high sheriff, a paper was handed to
Wentworth. 1t was the king's warrant dismissing him
from the office he had so ardently desired to hold of
custos rotuloram | Giving way to momentary astonish-
ment and indignation, he publicly told the meeting in
what muntier he had just been discharged, and that his
puccessor was to0 be old gir John Savile. * Yet 1 could
wish,” he added, ** they who succeed me, had forborne
this time this service, a place in sooth il chosen, a
stage ill prepared, for venting such poor, vain, insulting
humour, T leave it,"” he concladed, ** not comseious of
any fault in myself, nor yet guilty of the virtue in my
stiecessor, that should oceasion this removal.” 8

This was admirable for a public display. As soom
25 he had arrived at Wentwarth Wood House, however,
he despatehed the following letters, one almost imme.
diately sfter the other, to “ the right honoursble sir
Richard Weston, knt., chancellor of his majesty’s ex-
chequer !” They fully explain, it will be seen, the

Serafford Fapers, vl L pp, 2254 ¥ Thid 85 ¥ Thad p. 36
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whole course of Wentworth's recent eonduct. * 1 have
been beholden unto you,” he begins, * for many cour-
tesies, which in your own particular I will undoubtedly
ever thankfully acknowledge. Give me leave then to
put you in remembrance of seme things wherewith you
formerly have been sequainted ; as also o give you an
account of some things which have happemed since.
At the dissolved parfiament in Oxford, you are privy how
T was moved from and in behalf of the duke of Buck-
ingham, with promise of hix good esteem and faveur ;
you are privy thal my aNewET W8, I did honour the
duke's peraomn, that I wondd be ready & serve Aim in the
qunlity of an honest man and a gentleman ; you are privy,
that fha dulke took this in good part, sent me thanks ; as
for reapocts done him, you are privy, how during that sif-
ting I performed what I had professed. The consequence
of all this was the making me sheriff the winler after.
It is true, the duke, a little before Whitsuniide last, at
¥ hitahall, in your presence, said, it was done withous
his grace’s knowledge, that he was then in Hoiland. At
W hitehall, Eaater term last, you brought ma to the duke,
his grace did before you condract (s he ploased &y term
it) a friendship with me, all former mistakes inid oaleep,
Jorgotten.  After, I went, al my coming out of town, fo
roceive his commands, o kiss his grace's hands, where I
Euduﬂﬂ:pmdmrﬂrqndymduwgrmﬁchmtdh
expected, which bred in me o great deal af cungent, a full
seeurity, Now the consequence here again is, that even
yesterday I roceived his majeaty's writ for the discharg-
ing me of the poor place of custos rotulorum which I held
here, whose good pleasure shall be cheerfully obeyed ;
Jﬂlmnnthm:ﬂaﬂveaniﬂhmkaﬁt.lﬁulheremﬂ
of my long, painful, and loyal service lo his majesty in
that place, is to be thus cast off without any fault laid
to my charge that I hear of, and that his grace too
was now in England, 1 have therefore troubled you
with this unartificial relation to show you the singlenesa
of my heart, resting in all assurance justly confident,
you shall never find that I have for my own part in &
4
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tittle transgressed from what hail passed betwixt us.
All which 1 confess, indeed, to this bare intent and pur-
pose and no other, that 1 might preserve myself in your
opinion a man of plainness and truth.  Which obtained
I have fully my end, and o 1 rest in the constant con-
dition of your truly affectionate friend to dispose of,
Tuosmas Wentwortn," The courteous conclusions of
Wentworth's letters have a significancy at times. The
next letter to Weston, following up the purpose of the
last, runs thus: * Calling o mind the faithful serviee T
had the honour to do ki majesty now with God, how
graginusly he vouchsafed to accept and express it openly
and sundry times, I enjoy within myself much comfort
and eonfentment.  On the other side, albeit therein sill
strongly dwell entire intentions {and by God's goodness
shall, with me to my grave) towards his sacred ma

that now is, yet 1 may well apprehend the weight of his
indignation, being put out of all commissions, wherein
formerly 1 had served and been trusted. This makes
me sensible of my misformne, though not conscious of
any inward guilt, which might occasion it ; resting in-
finitely ambitious, not of new employment, bul miieh
rather to live under the smile than the frown of my
sovereign.  In this strait, therefore, give me leave to
recommend to you the protection of my innocence ; and
to besepch you, af some good opportunity, to represent unto
his majesty my tender and unfeigned grief for his dis-
Javour, my fears alm that T stand before his justice and
goudness clod in the malwolmt interprefations, and pre-
Judiced by the sublle insinvations, of my adreersaries ;
and lastly, my enly and humble mait, that his majesty
will princely deign, that either my insufficiency or faunlt
may be shown me ; to this only end, that if insuf-
ficiency, 1 may know where and how to improve my-
self, anid be better enabled to present hereafter more
ripe and pleasing [ruits of my labours in his service ;
if & fault, that I may either confess my error and beg
his pardon, or else, which I am most confident I shall
do, spprove myself throngheut an honest well-affocted
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loyal subject, with full plain and upright satisfaction
to all that can, by the greatest malice or disguised un-
truth, be objected sgainst me. The contentment of
others in my sctions is but subordinate, and consequently
neither my principal study nor care. Thus have T pre-
sumed upon you, further than any particular interest
of mine can warrant, out of & general belief in yoor
wisdom and nobleness, the rather too because I conceive
woue can best witness the opinion, nay I might say the
exteem, hiz late majesty held of me.  All which, never-
theless, s in good manners and discretion 1 oughe, 1
submit wholly to your best pleasure, withow? imporiu-
nataly pressing further herein than may stand with your
conveniiency, your other respects, and, however, retain
with me the lasting truth of your honour's most humbly,
most readily to be commanded, Tuosas WesTwortn.”!

It did not suit with Weston's convenienee to answer
these letters at the time, but it is probable that no word
of them was withheld from the king. Buckingham
was still too powerful to be in any thing gainsayed, and
it was clear that he had formed a violent dislike to
Wentworth. He sought now to mortify him as much
as possible through the means of Savile. The son of
the “old knight,” or the “old cavalier,” a8 one of
Wentworth's correspondents ? calls him, was promoted
to & barony and an office in the household. It is not
difficult, on mature considerstion, to assign an intelligi-
ble reason for these proceedings by Buckingham, though
at first they appear startlingly gratuitous. He had, in
truth, an equal motive to be jealous of Wentworth, in
the way of favour, as in that of opposition. While it
is possible that he did not very clearly understand the

! Straffoed Papera, vol. | pp. 34, 35. ;
® Lord Manstehl, who sppears to have remenstrated with the duke of
Puckingham himsslr, while Wentworth this emonatrated, s it were, with

tha king, respecti late procesdings. * | writ my mind,” M anafield
w‘?m-—nr:hnpftm|mmlhﬁdun;md.l’ |u“n-l,nnm

the old ewvalier or his nature than 1 speak of him io yod,
Bur my desires or my natire, which is not to do curtesies for in-

i, Tt i most probabile thet this done at Wentworth's desire.
mﬁ-lp'lﬂ.!_p,ﬂ. e
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policy that had been shown by Wentworth in either
case, it is more than probable that he feared to be
undone by him in both. In favour, he might already
have received occasion to suppose Wentworth likely to
prove a formidable rival, (not dreaming that a large
eapacity could never so impese upon Charles a5 & mean
one) ; and in opposition, he may still have thought him
too likely to be dangerous, for a perfeet trust. Nor was
he without Teason for sospicion, at least, on the lutter
score.  Wandesford, the most intimate friend and kins-
man of the quiet sheriff, had been one of the most
active managers of the impeachment in the last session.
And there were other causes of dread. Wentworth
had had some communication with the intriguing arch-
bishop Williams, and worse than all, was known to
have frequently visited the person whom the duke more
deeply feared, the archbishop Abbot. 1 quote frem
Abbaot's narrative * eoncerning his disgrace at court,” a
passage elucidatory on this point. In deseribing the
three of his sequaintances to whom exception had been
taken by Buckingham, (* I know from the court, by a
friend,” he interposes, * that my house for & good space
of time hath been watched, and [ marvel that they have
not rather named sixty than three,”) the archbishop
observes, “ the thind was sir Thomas Wentworth, who
had good occasion to send unto me, and sometimes to
see me, because we were joint executors to sir George
Bavile !, who married his sister, and was my pupil at
Oxford ; to whose son also gir Thomas Wentworth and
I were guardians, as may appear in the court of wands,
and many things passed between us in that behalf ; ye,
to my rememberance, I saw not this gentleman but
once in these three quarters of a year last past; at
which time he came to seck his brother-in-law, the lond
Cliffird, who was then with me at dinner at Lambeth.?

The second parliament dissolved, privy seals were
now issuing. Bavile, still hot against his old opponent,

! Eir George, it may be remarked, was oot a ™ Yorkshire Savile®
® Rushworth, vol L p45L 'h\'rjum:m:m!glrl&;—q B
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with the court to eend Wentworth n privy
geal. The latter received it while his recent overtures
to Weston rewained yet unaceepted. It had the ap-

of a cold rejection of them.! Sill he hesi
gated as to his course.  ** 1 have been here now some
two or three months,” writes lord Baltimore to him,
% g spectator upon this great scene of state, where [
have no part to play ; but you have; for which your
friends are sorry, 1t is your enemies that bring you
pn the stage, where they have a hope to see you act
your own notable harm ; and therefore keep yourself off,
I beseech you, ef redimas te quam queas minimo.”* A
Jetter from lord Haughton followed. *“1t was supposed,”
be informs Wentworth, * this humour of committing
had been spent, till that your antagonist did revive it;
who, 1 hear, brags he hath you in a toil or dilemma ;
if you refise, you shall run the fortune of the other
delinguenta ; if you come in at the logt hour inte the
vineyard, he hopes it will lessen you in the country.”?
Such was indeed the dilemma, the toil, in which Went-
worth found himself ; —but he hesitated gtill ! His
friends now became extremely anxious, and letter upon
letter was dispatched to him. Their general cry was
one of dizssuasion, but in all events of immediate decisiont
Lord Clifford wrote several times in anxious solicitude.
« Your friends here do think, yoo take the best course
in writing to the commissioners and coming up instantly,
if’ you are not yet resolved to lend : Tut that being the
point we all wish you would grant us; for, without
that, we can have no hope of your safety for your health
or person.  Then, the deferring of the answer will w0
lessen the gift, as the acceptance of it waunld be but faint
and cold. Whereas, if you would now assent to slip the
money into some commissioner’s hand, you might wave
the trouble to appear, either in the country or here. 1
o P e BT R
'1’&1:;!-1! Papers, vol L p. 37, ¥ Thid

4 Sap the Papers, vol i pp 51—
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must tell you, that I have met here with many that
are persunded that you struck a tally here yourself when
you were at London, and my answer to such was igno-
rance. Another sort there are, who inquire much after
your coming up, and these T conceive not out of any
good affection, becanse some of them have relation to
old sir John." Lord Baltimore wrote more earnestly
still. “ If you resolve betimes to take this eourse,
which T would to God you would, it may be yet inter-
preted obedience to your sovereign, and zeal to his
service ; and whatsoever slackness hath been in it hitherto
may be ercused by your friends bere, either by indis-
position of kealth, or some other reason, which your own
Judgment can better dictate unto you than my advice.
I should say much more to you were you here, which
is ot fit for paper ; but never put off the matter to
your appearance here, for God's sake: but send your
money in to the collectors in the country without more
ado.  Four friends are much perplexed and in fear af
gou, and none more than 1. Wentworth, thus driven,
miade up his mind, at lst, to refuse tolend. He could
no longer conceal from himeelf that a erisis had
arrived, and he was not ignorant of & means (though
he might have hitherto wished to avoid some incidents
attached to it,) that would possibly foree from it a
perfect triumph. He refused the loan, and was sum.
moped to the council table at London. He did net
omit an epportunity to his main purpose that seemed
to offer itself here. Wandesford describes it in a letter
written to him after his committal to the Marshalsen,
“ Now that you are reckoned with the aflicted, & man
may pray safely for your deliverance; and, seving it
would be no better, T am glad you come in so fair, and
s0 handsomely upon the point itself.  Sir Arihur el
me, the president reports well of your carriage at the table,
I shall be glad to hear of you in your present confine-
ment, lest that prison and this season give you a nighte
cap in earnest.”
! Straffbed Pagers, vol & 235
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He only remained six weeks in the Marshalses, He
was then removed to Dartford in Kent, where, Radcliffe
observes, he * was not to go ahove two miles from that
town.” This was an easy imprisonment, and, easy as
it was, was still more alleviasted by the presence of the
lady Arabells. She had already presented him with a
boy, and, during his present restriction, gave hirth
to a girl The letters of her brother, Denzil Hollis,
written at this period to Wentworth, are very delight-
ful in many respects!, and, in the disastrous news
of the court schemes which they supplied, may have
served to strengthen his present patriotic purposes.
** 1 am most glad,” he writes, “to hear my sister is
In so fair a way of recovering strength, since she
last made you the second time a father: 1 wish she
may many times do it to both your comforts, and every
time still with more comfort than the former ; that yet
in our private respects we may have some canse of joy,
since the public affords us so little ; for you see how
that goes on de mal en pis, as the French say,” He
then gives a vivid account of the melanchaly lsle of
Rhée expedition, and deseribing the numbers that had
been lost, pleasantly concludes thus: — In the mesn
time we have lost many good men, yet let us make the
best of it, and, T hope, it will make our wives, instead
of bearing wenches, which of late you say they have
been much given to, fall to bringing of boys, young
soldiers for the reincrew of our army : and I know no
reason but mine should begin ; and she had as good do
it at first, for if she do not, at her peril, 1 hope to make
her go ugain for it; and when my sister Arabella shall
see how mine is served, T hope ghe will take fair warn-
ing, and do as she should do; but I fear not her so
much, for she has begun pretty well already. And
now 1 will elose my letter as you do yours (with thanks
by the way for it, as also for the whale letter), heartily
praying she may o continue, to make you s glad father
of many goodly and godly boys,—and some wenches

! Sew Straffied Papers, vol & o s—48
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among, lést the seventh work miracles, ns old wives will
tell us,—and herself to be 4 joyful and good mother,as 1
know she i= a good and loving wife, and long may she
80 be to your comfort and her own.”

Wentworth and the other recusants released, they met,
under the circomstances of extreme excitement which
have been already described, in the famous third parlia-
ment. It is scarcely necessary to remark here, that the
under carrent of intrigue which had been set in moton
by Wentworth, was only known to his convenient friend
Wandesfor. 1t is not likely, from the tone of Hollis's
Jetters, that he had ever been made acquainted with it
For the rest of the patriots, with the exception of the
keen-sighted Eliot, they all held well with Wentworth, as
u great and valuable supporter of the popular cause.  He
had long been known for his talents ; their outbarst in
behalf of liberal principles had long, by a certain ecetion
of the leaders, been anxiously watched for; and now,
dissppointing none, even of those who had known them
longest, and looked for them most impatiently, they
burst forth amidst the delighted cheers of the house,
and with a startling effect upon the court.

On the discussion of the general question of griev-
ances, Wentworth rose.  * May this day's resolution,”
he solemnly began, © be as happy, as 1 conceive the
proposition which now moves me to rise, to be season.
able and necessary ! For whether we shall look upon
the king or his people, it did never more hehove this
great physician, the parliament, to effect a true consent
amongst the parties than now. This debate carries
with it a double aspect; towards the sovereign, and
townrds the subject ; though hoth be innocent, yet both
are injured ; both to be cured. In the representation
of injuries 1 shall erave your attention ; in the care, 1
shall beseech your equal cares, and better judgments.
In the greatest humility T speak it, these illegal ways
are punishments and marks of indignation. The raising
of money by loans ; strengthened by commission, with
unheard-of instruetions ; the hilleting of soldiers by the
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licutenants ;—have been as if they eould have persuaded
Christian princes, nay worlds, that the right of empire
was to take awsy goods by strong hand ; and they have
endeavoured, as far as was possible for them, to do it
This hath not been dove by the king (under the pleas.
ing shade of whose erown, 1 hope we shall ever gather
the fruits of justice), but by projectors; these have
extended the prerogative of the king beyond its just
limits, so a8 to mar the sweet harmony of the whole.”

Wentworth then burst suddenly, and with great
dramatic effect, (he studied this at all times) into the
following rapid and passionate invective. * They have
rent from us the light of our eyes ! enforeed companies
of guests worse than the ordinances of France ! vitiated
our wives and daughters before our faces ! brought the
crown to greater want than ever it was, by anticipating
the revenue ; —and can the shepherd be thus smitten,
and the flock not be scattered ?  They have introduced
a privy eouncil, ravishing, at once, the spheres of afl
sncient government ! imprisoning us without bail or
bond ! They have taken from us — what shall 1 sap?
Indeed what have they left us ¥ They bave taken from
us all mesns of supplying the king, and ingratiating
otrselves with him, by tearing up the roots of all pro-
perty ; whieh, if they be not seasonably et again into the
ground by his majesty’s band, we shall have, instead of
benuty, baldness !™

For this, in the noblest language, the orator proc
posed his remedy. * By one and the same thing hath
the king and people been hurt, and by the same must
they beeured:—to vindicate—what? New things ? No!
our anelent, lawful, and vital liberties! by reinforcing of
the ancient laws made by our ancestors ; by setting such
& stamp upon them, as no licentious spirit shall dare
hereafier to enter upon them. And shall we think this
away to break a parliament? No; our desires are
moidest and just. 1 spesk truly, both for the interest of
the king and people.  If we enjoy not these, it will be
impossible to relieve him: therefore let us never fear
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but they will be accepted by his goodness, Wherefore
I shull descend to my motion, which consists of four
parts: two of which have relation to the persens, and
two to the property of our goods. 1Ist. For our per-
song, the freedom of them from imprisonment, and from
employments abroad, agiinst our own consents, contrary
to the ancient customs of this kingdom. 24 For
our goods, that po levies may be made, but by parlia-
ment ; and no bilieting of soldiers. 1t is most necessary
that these be resolved, and that the subjects may be ge-
cured in both. Then, for the manner, it will be fit to
determine it by a grand committee,” !

Wentworth sustained, through the short but import-
ant proceedings of the session, the reputation he had
achieved by this speech in the house and the country,
He spoke on all the great questions and emergencies
that oecurred.  Only two of his speeches, however,
remain in any completeness, The second was delivered
on one of secretary Cooke's pressing applications for the
submidies. “* I cannot help lamenting,” he said, * the
unluwful courses and slights, for which the only excuse
is necessity. We are required to give; but before we
can resolve to give, it must be determined what we Lave
to give. What heavy fogs have of late darkened our
hemisphere, and yet hang over us, portending our ruin,
none is 8o weak as to be ignorant of ! What unsteady
courtes to dispel these mists, have been pursued, and
thereby raised near us great storms, 1 take no pleasure
to remember,—yet, in all bodies diseased, the knowledge
precedes the cure. I will shortly tell the prineipals;
next thelr remedies. I must reduce them into two
hemds: 1. whereby our persons have been injured ; 2,
whereby our estates have suffered."™

“ (hur persons have been injured,” continued Went-
worth more enrnestly, “ both by imprisoument without
law— nay, against law, boundless and witheut bank!—
and by being designed to some offiee, charge, and em-

! From a M5 inthe Harlewsn Library,  See Parl Hist. vol. vil. pp 560
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sloyment, foreign or domestic, as a brand of infamy
and mark of disgrace. Oh! Mr. Speaker, when it may
not be safe to deny payments upon umnjust exactions,
but we must go to prison for it,—nor in this place, to
gpeak our consclences, but we must be stamped to un-
willing and unfitting employments!| Our estates have
been racked two ways; one in the loan, wherein five
subsidies were exacted; and that by commission of
men of quality, and instructions to prosecute the same,
with an asperity which no times can parallel !  And
hence the other consideration, of the projectors and
executioners of it. Nay, this was not all, but ministers,
in their pulpits, have preached it as gospel, and damned
the refusers of it— so then we are already doomed to
damnation !

 Let no man,” he gxid, in conclusion, after propos-
ing a committee for grievances, * judge this wuy a
break-neck of parliaments: bat a way of honour to the
king, nay of profit ; for besides the supply which we
shall readily give him, suitable to his occasions, we give
him our hearts.  Our hearts, Mr. Speaker, o gift that
God calls for, and fit for o king ! * |

There may have been more passion than logic in these
speeches, but they had their effect. The court now saw
mare thoroughly the man they had discarded, and Westan
hastened to answer his last letter | He reasoned here not
unjustly — that it could scarcely be too late at any time
to answer a letler, which in its terms so clearly proved
the non-existence of any /usting obstacle, such 1s a firm
point of principle, The present conduct of Wentworth,
t0 Weston st least, coulid appear no other than a tem..
porary resource, Even Buckinghum's continued ohjec
tions were therefore set aside, and, before the conclusion
of the session, a negotiation with Wen tworth had opened ;
—nay, almost before the burning words which have just
been transcribed, had cooled from off the lips of the
speaker, & transfer of his services to the court was decided
on! We have indisputahle evidence, that, on the 28th of

¥ Parl Hist,, wol, vil p 430
VOL. IL L]
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May, Finch was acting as a go-between.! On the 26th
of June the parliament was prorogued. On the 14th
of July sir Thomas Wentworth was created Baron
Wentworth, and called to the privy council. It is
clear, however, that at the some time he had stipulated
to be made a viscount, and lord president of the North ¥,
but this apparently could not be done, il the death of
Buckingham had removed a still lingering obstacle.?

1 have thus endeavoured to trace at greater length,
and with greater exactness than has been attempted
hitherto, the opening passiges in the political history
of this extraordinary man. The common and vulgar
account given by Heylin ¢ has been, it is believed, ex-
ploded, along with that of the no Jess vulgar Hacket.” All
Wentworth's movements in the path which has been fol-
lowed, appear to me to be perfectly natural and intelli-
gible, if his true character is kept in view. From the very
intensity of the aristocratic principle within him, arose
his hesitation in espousing at once the interests of the
court. This, justly and carefully considered, will be
found the solution of his reluctant advanees, and still
more reluctant retreats.  The intervention of a favourite
was hardly supportable by one whose ambition, as he
filt obliged to confess to himself even then, wounld be
satisfied with nothing short of the dignity of becoming
“ the king's mistress, to be cherished and courted by

V Straffrd Papers, vol i p 42
2 Sre Papers, vol. 1. p 3L
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none but himself.” He was to be understood, and
then invited, — rather than foreed to an explicit deela-
ration, and then only sccepted. The purpose of the
alternating attraction and repulsion of his procesdings,
sich as I have described them, submizsive and refrac.
tory, might have been obvious, indeed, to an obtuser
perception than Buckingham's, but that mediocrity will
always find its Little account in crushing rather than
winning over genius, and is rendered almost as un-
comfortable by an uncongenial coadjutor as by a
strenuous opponent. Wentworth's conduct, at the
last, was forced upon him by circumstances : — but his
energetic support of the Petition of Rights was only
the completion of a series of hints, all of which had
been more or less intelogible ; and, even now, un.
willingly understood ss this was hy the minister, it
was yet more reluctantly acted upon, for by Buck-
ingham's death alone, as we are informed, the * great
bar” to Wentworth's advancement was removed.! It
muay be added, that, even in all these circumstances, when
many steps were forced upon him, which his proud
spirit but poorly submitted to, and wronged itself in
submitting to, it is yet possible to perceive a quality
in his nature which was afterwards more fully de.
veloped. He was possessed with a rooted aversion,
from the first, to the eourt fies that buzzed around the
monarch, and as little inclined to suffer their good
offices as to deprecate their hostility,. The receipt,
shortly after this, bf divers ill-spelt and solemn silli-
nesses from the king, seems to have cceasioned & deep
and enduring gratitude in him, for the dispensing with
a medium that had annoyed him. “ I do with infinite
sense,” writes he, * comsider your majesty's great
goodness, not only most graciously approving of that
address of mine immediately to yoursell, but allowing
it unto me hereafter, which I shall rest myself upon
a8 my greatest support on earth, and make hold
practise, yet I trust without importunity or sanciness.”
! Hiog. Britt, vol. vil. p 4170
Q2



208 BRITISH STATESMEN,

The few attempts to ingratiate himself with the queen,
which were ultimately forced on Wentworth by his
declining fortunes, were attended with bur faint sue-
cess, and he appears to have impressed her, on the
whale, with little beyond the prettiness of his hands,
which she allowed to be  the finest in the world'—
to the prejudice of his head, which she was not so in-
clined to preserve.

In one word, what it is desired to impress upon
the reader, before the delineation of Wentworth in his
after years, is this — that he wor consistend to himself
throughowt. 1 have always considersd that much good
wrath is thrown sway upon what is wsually ealled
“gpostacy.” In the majority of cases, if the cireum-
stances are thoroughly examined, it will be found that
there has been ** no such thing.” The position on which
the acute Roman thought fit to base his whole theory
of Hsthetics —

# Humane eapith cervicem phetor squinem
Jungere E:rpvlj:. wt varkss indurers plumas,
Unidigue eollatls memdiris, ot torpider stmm
Diesinat in piscem mulber formos: supem
Spectatium sdmissl rision eneatis, amis i oo

—is of far wider application than to the exigencies of
an art of poetry ; and those who earry their researches
jnto the moral nature of mankind, cannot do betier
than impress upon their minds, at the outset, that in the
regions they explore, they are to expect no monsters —
no essentially discordant termination to sny *mulier
formosa superne.”  Infinitely and distinetly various as
appear the shifting hues of our common nature when
subjected to the prism of cmoumstascs, each my into
which it is broken is no less in itself a primitive colour,
susceptible, indeed, of vast modification, but incapable
of further division, Indolence, however, in its delight
for broad classifications, finds its account in overlooking
this ; and among the results, none is more conspicuous

' Thiis bs told va by madame de Motteville, who repeats what Henrietta
Tl gadik to her: —" 11 Etait beid, mals asser agréable de i personne; ol ba

reiie, mo contant toutes cos chodes, §'arreta pour me dire gu'll avaic s
piis betiss uaing du monde,™
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than the long list of apostates with which history fur-
nishes us. It is very true, it may be admitted, that when
we are informed by an old chronicler that, * at this
time, Eazelin changed totally his disposition,”—or by a
modern biographer that, *"at such a period, Tiberius
first beeame a wicked prinee,” — we examinge too curi-
ously if we consider such information as in reality re-
garding other than the act done, and the popular in-
feremew recorded ; beyond which it was no part of the
writer to inguire. But such historians as these value
themselves materially on their dispensation of good or
evil fame ; and as the ** complete change,” so dromati=
cally recounted, has commonly no mean influence on the
pature of their award, the observations I have made
may be of service to the just estimate of their more
sweeping conclusions.

Agninst all such conclusions 1 earnestly protest in the
case of the remarkable personage whose ill-fated career
we are now retracing. Let him be judged sternly,
but in mo unphilosophic spirit. In turning from the
biright band of patriot brothers to the solitary Strafford
— 5 gtar which dwelt apart” — we have to contem-
plate no extinguished eplendour, razed and blotted
from the book of life. Lustrous, indeed, as was the
gathering of the lights in the political heaven of
this great time, even that radiant cluster might have
exulted in the accession of the “comet beautiful and
fierce,” which tarried a while within its limits ere it
“ dashed athwart with train of flame.” But it was
governed by other laws than were owned by its golden
associntes, and — impelled by a contrary, yet no less
irresistible force, than that which restrained them within
their eternal orhits — it left them, never to ** float into
that azure heaven agnin.”

Before attending Wentworth to his presideney in the
North, we may stop to consider ane of those grand fea-
wures in his character, on which many subordinate con-
siderations depend, and a proper understanding of which

a3
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ought to be brought, as a first requisite, to the just ob-
servation of his measures.

I cannot believe Wentworth to have been the wain
man popular opinion has pronounced him, nor dis
cover in him any of that overweening and unwarranted
self-confidence, which friends no less than foes have
laid to his charge, An arrogance, based on the sup-
posed possession of pre-eminent qualities which have
no existence, is one thing ; and the calm perception of an
undoubted superiority, is another. Wentworth, indeed,

* ““stood like a tower " — but that unshaken confidence
did not “ suddenly scale the light.” Tts stately propors
tions wire glowly evolved ; its eventual elevation un-
avoidable, and amply vindicated. We have met with
no evidences of a refractory or self-sufficient disposition
in the youth of Wentworth ? His studies at Cambridge
had a prosperous issue, and he ever remembered his
college life with affection. 1 am sorTy to speak ity
but truth will out,” writes he to Laud coneerning an
episcopal delinquent, * this Bishop is a St. John's man
— of Oxford, I mean, not Cambridge; ounr Cambridge
panniers never brought such a fairing to the market.”1

U Straffoed Papers, vol L p 180, Laod makes merry wpon this happy
phirase of the lord deputy's, The passages ary characteristic of the cor-
respoaience, and therefore worth queting,  “ Ani so Lardahip,™ he
writes, = s vory sorry to tell the truth, bt anly that it will ot ABe
Jobin's man you say be is, and of (hxlard—your Cambridge parmiens never
bewiighil such a falring to the market, ‘fﬂ.mghmnl h:rnt bt it hath ; for
what sy you of dean Falmer ! Whe, besides hia nther virtues, sobd l the
lend el from umchumhalhm-hnrlh;yuhemhfu-upminfml_‘m-.
bridgs panniers 3 and s0 was bishop Hmﬂnhd:;;t wha
rick, as well as he did the L1 st ems this man
hath oot many fellows, but his may have stere.  And [ o in
that ever & u-lfl.t the leas Mailt, bevuase it s gentleman-bike for hwmh
mtul thousanids ¥ Wherras this man deals for shillings apl e
Ih you will not ey so, and i you de not, then Pray examing your
Cami umM:nqum L bt T
far my part will mit It, unless your by ke me " Went.
wirih appears to have contestod rhh?mn In Lausts own humour, The
hishop retorts by seking him what hisg © Now you are
merry aguin, O bold it And what § Dv.!‘alm;-q-uﬂuillnhnkkng?
Heits Buot ho was ancther card in tlu.lpui.. Ax for bilsh
ol mever beard of him. What ¥ Nor of Jeames his wifs nei ¥

bow ignorant you can bo when you lst.  Yea bt yoml have taken
Be John's 0x.  Flagramie crimine, 1 put you tn your =k 1
iy Em:mu}mr:l!nu know there is o csuse in the S2ar-Chamber | some
ere o anawer, amd they hrought their aniwens resdy writion, ir the
bishop of Lincoln sent them resdy for his tum, hath be not sg gucellent

i
:
5

=4



EARL OF STRAFFORD. 281

His deep esteem for his tator, Greenwood, reflects
honour on both parties. I have said that it was ari-
ginated by good services performed, and so, perhaps, it
is necessary to limit all Seafford’s likings — all, ex-
cept: the fatal one which cost him life, his liking for
the weak and unworthy king, which had its origin in
that abstract veneration for power, which (or rather, as
he sfterwards too late discovered, the semblance of
which) we have just seen him by some practices beneath
his naturs, climbing up to, and in the exercise of which,
we are to view him heresfter. But his esteem for
Greenwood, whatever its origin, was not to have been
provoked by truckling sycophaney. Nothing of that
sart would have succeeded in impressing its object with
g0 profound a respect as dictates the following paragraph
in an interesting letter to his nephew and ward, sir W.
Savile, * In these, and all things else, you shall do pass-
ing well to consult Mr. Greenwood, who hath seen much,
is very well sble to judge, and certainty most faithful
to you. If you use him not most respectively, you
deal extreme ungrateful with him, and ill for yourself.
He was the man your father Joved and trusted above all
men, and did as faithfully discharge the trust reposed
in him, # ever in my time 1 knew any man do for his
dead friend, taking excessive pains in settling your estate
with all possihle cheerfulness, without charge to you at
all. His advice will be always upright, and you may
safely pour your secrets into him, which, by that time
you have conversed a little more abroad in the world,
you will find to be the greatest and noblest treasure this
world can make any man owner of ; and 1 protest to
God, were 1 in your place, T would think him the
greatest and best riches 1 did or could possess!” In
the same letter, Wentworth assures this youth — * you
eannot consider yourself, and advise and debate your

forpe? What if this appoar ¥ T hope will meot then sy 1 youl to
y:m'nm.' “Ihmrundﬂu;mln%.mdhmtlll?ﬁ.ﬂl-
Eramid ¥ ko hesg now.™
b Papers, vl £ p 170
a4
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actions with your friends too much ; and, till such time
as experience hath ripened your judgment, it shall be
great wislom and advantage to distrust yoursell, and to
fortify your youth by the counsel of your more aged
friends, before you undertake any thing of consequence,
It was the course that T governed myself by after my
father's death, with great advantage to myself and
affiirs ; and yet my breeding abroad had shown me
more of the world than yours hath done, and 1 had
natural reason like other men ; only I confess 1 did in
all things distrust myself, wherein you shall do, as T
said, extremely well, if you do so too.!” There is no
self-gufliciency here |

Wentworth's method of study has been transmitted
to us by sir George Radeliffe, and I quote it in strong
corroboration of the view which has been urged. = He
writ,” Radeliffe assures us, *“ as well as he spoke: this
perfection he attained, first, by reading well penned au-
thors in French, English, and Latin, and observing
their expressions ; secondly, by hearing of eloguent
men, which he did diligently in their sermons and
publick speeches ; thirdly, by a very great care and
industry, which he used when he was young, in peaning
his epistles and missives of what subject soever; but
above all, he had a narural quickness bf wit and faney,
with great elewrness of judgement, and much practice,
without which his other helps, of reading and hearing,
would not have brought him to that great perfection to
which he attained, 1 learned one rule of him, which
I think worthy to be remembered : when he met with
a well penned oration or tract upon any subject or ques-
tion, he framed o speech upon the same argument,
inventing and disposing what seemed fit to be suid upon
that subjoct, before he vead the book ; then reading the
buak, compare his own with the author, and nole his
own defects, and the author's art and fulness ; wherehy
he observed all that was in the author more strietly,
and might better judge of his own wants to supply

! Pepers, wol L p. 164



them.” ! Now this early habit of confronting, so to
speak, the full grown wits of other men—of stisfying
himeelf of his own precise intellectual height by
thoroughly scanning the acknowledged stature of the
world's giants —is as much removed from a rash assump.
tion as from the nervous apprehension of medioerity.
Wentworth's temper was passionate ; and it is
curious and instructive, in the present view of his
character, to mark the steps he took in relation to this,
1 have already spoken of his extreme cantionsness ; of
the =elect council that canvassed his business, suggested
his messires, and revised his correspondence ; of his
deference to advice, and indeed, submission to reproof,
from his assured friends. “He was naturally excesd-
ing choleric,” says sir George Radeliffe, * an infirmity
with which he had great wrestlings ; and though he
kept a watchfulness over himsell concerning it, yet it
could not be so prevented, bat sometimes upon sudden
occasions it would break. He had sundry friends that
often admonished him of it; and be had the great
prudence to take in good part such sdmonitions : nay,
I can say that I, one of his most intimate friends,
never gained more upon his trust and affection, than by
this freedom with him, in telling him of his weaknesses.
For he was a man and not an angel, yet such a man
as made a conscience of his ways, and did endeavour to
grow in virtue and vietory over himself, and made good
progress accordingly.” This * good progress™ brought
him eventually to a very efficient self-control. In
cases where he would seem to have excesded it, and to
have been transported beyond decency and prudence,
it would be hasty to nssume, as Clarendon and other
writers have donme, that it was in mere satisfaction of
his will. These writers, it will not be difficult to show,
have not that exevse for the failure of their principles
in Wentworth's person.  The truth was that, s in the
case of Napoleon and other great masters of the des-
potic art, anger was one of the instruments of his
| Papers, vol f. p. 435
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. He came to know when to be in a passion
and flew into & passion sccordingly. © You gave me
a good lesson to be patient,” he writes to old secretary
Cooke, * and indeed my years and natural inclinations
give me heat more than enough, which however, I
trust, more experience shall cool, and & watch over
myself in time altogether overcome: in the mern
space, in this at least it will eet forth itself more par-
donable, becanse my earnestness shall ever be for the
honour, justice, and profit of my master ; and it ir not
always anger, but the misapplying of it, that is the
vice so blameable, and of disadvantage to those that let
themaslves loose thereunto) ™

In the same despatch to the secretary from which I
have taken the sbove, he had observed, immediately
before, — © Nor is it one of my least comforts that
I shall have the means to resort to so wise and well
affected a friend to me as I esteem yourself, and to a
gervant that goes the same way to my master's ends
that T do; and therefore let me adjure you, by all the
interests that T may or would have in you, that as you
will (1 am sure) assist me when I am right, o by your
sensible and grave counsel, reduce me when 1 may
happen to tread awry.”? And thus, from the first, is
Wentworth found soliciting the direction of others in
all important conjunctures ; not, indeed, with the vague
distress of one unprovided with expedients of his own,
and disposed to adopt the first course that shall be pro-
posed, but with the ealm purposz of one decided ‘on
the main course to be pursued, yet not unwilling that
it receive the corroboration, or underge the modifica-
tion, of an experienced adviser. This has been ocea-
sionally illustrated in the business of his nomination by
the king for the office of sheriff, where, having already
chosen his party, he submits his determination to his
father-in-law, the earl of Clare, whose answer has been
quoted. I have mentioned also his practice of trans-

I Btrafford Papers, vol L p 67 2 Thide
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mitting duplicates of his espatches on all urgent occa-
gions to Laud, Cooke, and Cottington.

No passage, indeed, in the career of Wentworth
proves him to have heen a vain man. His singular skill
is never satisfied, without an unremitting application of
means to any desired end, and the neglect of no cir-
pamstance, the most minute and apparently trivial, that
may conduce to its success. Would he ensure his own
eturn for a county, and smuggle in a ministerial ean-
didate under the wing of his own popularity # — He
proceeds as though his personal merits could in no
way influence the event, and all his hopes are founded
on the aetivity of his friends, which Iy leaves no stong
onturned to increase. JIn one and the same day, sir
Thomas Gower, high eheriff of York, is informed that
__ # Being, at the entreaty of some of my best friends,
riéolved to try the affections of my countrymen in the
sniext glection of knights for the shire, 1 eould do no less
than toke hold of this fit oceasion to write unto yqu
these few lines. Wherein 1 must first give you thanks
for the good respect you have been plensed to show
towards me, to some of my good friends who maoved you
for your just and equal favour at the time of the elee-
tion ; which, as I will be found ready to deserve and affec-
tionately to requite, so must 1 here solicit you for the
eontinuance of your good purposes towards me ; and
lnstly desire to understand from you, what day the
cqunty falls out upon (which is to be the next after the
reesipt of the writ), that so 1 may provide myself and
friends to give our first voices for Mr. Secretary, and
the second for myself.” — Bir Henry Bellasis
that — * Presently upon my return from London, 1
find by Mr. Carre, how much 1 am beholden unto you
for your good affection. In truth 1 ilo mot desire it out
of any ambition, but rather to satisfy some of my best
friends, and such as have most power over me. Yet,
#f the country make choice of me, surely I will zealously
perform the best serviee for them that my means or
understanding shall enable me unto, And having thus
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far upan this oceasion declared myself, mmst take it as
a great testimony of affection in them that shall sfford
me thelr voices, and those of their friends for Mr. secre-
tary Calvert in the prime, and myself in the second

., Particularly am I hereby to give you therefore
thanks, and will so settledly lodge this favour in my
heart, that 1 will not fail to remember and deserve it
In my next letters I will likewise let Mr. Seerefary
know gour good respeet and findness towards him,
whereaf T dure asenre you he will not be unmindful
The election day will fall out very unhappily upon
Christmas-day ; but it is irremediless, and therefore
must be yielden unto, If you will please to honour
me with the company of yourself and friends upon that
day at dinner, I shall take it as a second and especial
favour ; in retribution whereof you shall find me sdll
conversant, as occasion shall be ministered, in the une
feigned and constant offices of your very assured and
affectionate friend.” — Sir Henry Savile instrueted that
— | have received your two letters, and in them both
find matter to thank you for your respect and kindness
towards me. The luter of them I received just the
afternoon [ came out of town, but T write effectually o
Mr. Seerctary fora burgess-ship for you at Richmond,
in rogard T lnew my ford of Comberland was partly
engaged : but I will amongst them work out one, or T
weill mise far af my aim. S0 soon as 1 hear from Mr.
Secretary, 1 will give you further certainty herein ;
in the mean time, methinks it were not amiss if you
tried your ancient power with them of Aldbarow, which
T leave to your hetter consideration, and in the mesn
time not lahour the less to make it sure for you else-
where, if these clowns chance to fail you. The writ,
& 1 hear, is-this week gone to the sheriff ; so the next
county day, which must without hope of alteration be
that of the election, falls to be Christmas-day, which
were to be wished otherwize ; but the discommodity of
our friends more upon that day than another makes
the favour the greater, our ohligation the maore, and
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therefore 1 hope they will the rather dispense with it
If the old knight should but endanger it, "faith, we
might be reputed men of small power and esteem in
the country ! but the truth is, I fear him not. If your
health serve you, I shall wish your company at York,
and that yourself and friends would est a Christmas
pie with me there: I tell you there would be a hearty
welcome, and 1 would take it as an especial favour,
0 value it, and as such an one remember it" — Sir
Matthew Boynton reminded that — “ The ancient and
near acquaintance that hath been betwixt us causeth
me to rank you in the number of my friends; and
being moved by my friends to stand second  with
Mr. secretary Calvert for knight of the shire at
this mext parlinment, 1 assure myself I might confi-
dently address myself unto you for the voices of your-
eolf and friends in the election, which falls out unfor-
tunately to be upon Christmas-day. Butas the trouble of
my friends thereby will be the greater, so doth it add to
my obligation. 1 hope likewise to ¢njoy your compaiy
and friends that day at dinner. You shall be in no
place better welcome.” — And Christopher Wandesford
given notice that — ** the writ will be delivered by Mr.
Radcliffe within these two days to the sheriff, to whom
1 have written, giving him thanks for his kindness,
desiring the continusnce thereof. And now, lest you
ghould think me forgetful of that which concerns your-
self, 1 hasten to let you know that 1 have got an abso-
lute promise of my lord Clifford, that if I be chosen
kmight, you shall have o burgess-ship (reserved for me)
at Appleby, wherewith I must confess I am not a little
pleased, in regard we shall +it there, judye, and lough
together.”

The reader will remember that all these, with many
other letters, are written and despatched on the same
day. No apology is necessary for the length at which 1
quote them ; since, in rescuing them from false and
distorted arrangement, much misconception is prevented
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and a very valuable means of judgment furnished on
Wentworth's general conduct.

He goes on to let sir Thomas Fairfax know, that —
“ T was at London much intreated, and, indeed, at last
enjoined, to stand with Mr. Secretary Calvert for to be
knight of this shire the next parliament, both by my
lord Clifford and himself ; which, after 1 had sssented
unto, and despatched my letters, 1 perceived that some
of your friends had motioned the like to Mr. Secretary
on your behalf, and were therein engaged, which was
the cause I writ no sooner unto you, Yet, hesring by
my ecousin Middleton that, he moving you in my be-
half for your voices, you were not only pleased to give
over that intendment, but freely to promise us your
best wmssistance, — | must confess 1 ecannot forbear
any longer to write unto you how much this courtesy
deserves of me ; and that I cannot choose but take it
most kindly from you, as suitble with the ancient
affection which you have always borne me and my house.
And presuming of the eontinuance of your good respect
towards me, | must entreat the company of yourself
and friends with me at dinner on Christmas-day, being
the day of the election, where 1 shall be most glad of
you, and there give you further thanks for your kind
respects,”"—And thus reports progress to Mr. Secretary
bimself : — May it please you, sir, the parlisment writ
is delivered to the sheriff, and he by his fuithful pro-
mise deeply engaged for you. T find the gentdemen of
these parts generally ready to do you service, Sir Thomas
Fairfax stirs not ; but sir John Savile, by his instruments
exceeding busy, intimating to the common sort under
hand, that yourself, being not resiant in the county,
cannol by law be chosen, and, being his majesty’s se
eretary and a stranger, one not safe to be trusted by the
eountry ;—but all this according to his manner so closely
and eunningly as if be bad no part therein : neither
doth he as yet further declare himself than only that
he will be at York the day of the election ;—and thus
finding he cannot work them from me, lsbours anly to
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supplant you. 1 endeavour to meet with him as well
as 1 may, and omit nothing that my poor understanding
tells me may do you service. My lord president hath
writ to his freeholders on your behalf, and seeing he
will be in town on the election day, it were T think very
good he would be pleased to show himself for you in
the Castle-yard, and that you writ unto him a few lines,
taking notice you hear of some opposition, and there-
fore desire his presence might secure you of fair carriage
in the choice. I have heard, that when sir Francis
Darcy oppoeed sir Thomas Lake in o malier af like
nature, the lords of the council writ to sir Franeid fo
desist, I Fmow my lord chaneelior is very semsible of
you in thix business ; a word fo him, and stch a febler,
would make an end of all. Sir, pardon me, 1 beseech
you, for 1 protest T am in travail till all be sure for you,
which imboldens me to propound these things, which
notwithstanding T most humbly submit to your judg-
ment. When you have resolved, be pleased to dispatch
the bearer back again with your answer, which I shall
take eare of. There is not any that labours more heartily
for you than my lord Darey. 8ir, 1 wish a better
oecasion wherein to testify the dutiful and affectionate
respects your favours and noblenees may justly require
from me, "— Sir Arthur Ingram is then apprised, in a
Iotter which is full of character, that, ** as touching the
election, we now grow to some heat; sir John Bavile's
jnstruments elosely and cunningly suggesting under
hand Mr. Secretary’s non-residence, his being the king's
servant, and out of these reasons by law cannot, and in

diseretion ought not, be chosen of the country ;
whereas himself is their martyr, having suffered for
them ; the patron of the elothiers ; of all others the fittest
to be relied on ; and that he intends to be ot Yark the
day of the election,—craftily avoiding to declare himself
absolutely, And thus he works, having spread this jea-
lousy, that albeit 1 persuade myself generally they would
give me their prime voice, yet in good faith 1 think it
very improbable we shall ever get the first place for
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M. Seeretary ; nay, 1 protest we shall have need of our
strength to obtain him a second election : so as the fike-
liest way, so0 far as I am able to judge, to secure both,
will be for me to stand for the prime, and so0 cast all
my second voices upon him, which, notwithstanding, we
may belp by putting him first in the indenture, I am
exceeding sorry, that the foulness and length of the way
put me out of hope of your company ; and therefore 1
pray you, let us have your advice herein by the bearer.
Your letter to your friends in Halifax admits some
question, because you desire their voices for Mr. Secre-
tary and myself the rather for that sir John Savile
stands not; so, say they, if he stand, we are left to our
liberty. You will therefore please to clear that doubt
by another letter, which, delivered to this messenger, I
will get sent unto them. 1 fear greatly they will give
their second voice with sir John, Mr. Leech promised
me he would procure his lord's letter to the fresholders
within Hallomshire and the honor of Pontefract ; that
my cousin Lascells, my lord’s principal agent in these
parts, should himself labour Hallomshire; Mr. Banister,
the learned steward of Pontefract, do the like there
and both of them be present at the election, the hetter
to secure those parts, T hesr not any thing of them.
I pray you, press Mr, Leech to the performance of his
promise ; letting him Inow sir John Savile's friends
labour for him, and he declares in & manner he will
stand ; and get him to send the letters by this my ser-
vant. 1 desire likewise he would intreat my cousin.
Laseells, that he would take the pains to come over,
and speak with me the Monday before Christmas-day
here at my house. Sir, yon see how bold T am o
trauble you, and yet I must desire you would be pleased
to afford me the commodity of your house for twe
nights, to entertsin my friends. 1 shall, God willing,
be most careful that nothing be impaired, and shall
number this amongst many other your nohle eourtesies,
which huve inviolably knit me unto you."—=Sir Thomas
Dawney is solicited to the same effict, and sir Henry
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Slingsby informed that — * the certainty I have of sir
John Savile's standing, and the various reporis 1 hear
of the country people’s affection towards Mr, Becretary,
makes me desirous to know how you find them inelined
in your parts. For this wapentake, as also that of
Osgodeross and Staincross, I certainly persuade myself,
will go wholly for us. In Skyrack I assure myself of
a better part, and T will perform promise with Mr, Se-
cretary, bringing a thousand voices of my own besides
my friends. Some persuade me, that the better way to
secure both, were for me to stand prime, cast all my
second voices on Mr. Secretary, and put him first into
the indenture. 1 pray you consider of it, and write
me your opinion ; I wonld not loge substanes for such
a toyish ceremeny. There is danger both ways: for if
Mz, Secretary stand fivst, it is much to be feared, the
country will not stand for him firm and intire against
sir Johm, Jf T be firat chosen, which T make no question
fuf I could, then it i to be doubted, the people might fiy
over to the other wide, which, notwithstanding, in my con-
ceit, of the two is the more unlikely : for, after they be
onee settled and engaged for me, they will not be o apt
to ativ.  And again, it may be s0 suddenly corried, ox
they shall have no time fo move. At a wornd, we shall
need all our endeavours to make Mr. Seeretary, and
therefore, gir, 1 pray you gather up all you possibly
can. 1 would gladly know how many you think we
may expect from you. My lord Clifford will be at
Tadeaster upon Christmas-eve, about one of the clock :
if that be your way, 1 am sure he would be glad your-
self and friends would meet him there ; that so we might

go into York the next day, vele, nmi dine together,
where you shall be most heartily m:-lcnmu — 8ir Tho-
mas Fairfax is again moved very earnestly to make —
“all the strength of friends and number you can to
give their voices for us at the next election, fulling to
be upon Christmas-day ; the rather, becouse the oid
gallant of Hooley intends certuinly to stand, whom
indeed, albeit I should hghll]r weigh, were the matter

VO II.
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petwint him and me, yet 1 doubt Mr. Secretary (if his
friends stand not closely to him) being not well known
in the country, Sir, you have therefore hereby an op-
portunity offered to do us all an especial favour, which
ghall hind us wa ready and chearful requital, when you
ghall have occasion to use any of us. My lord Clifford
will be, God willing, at Tadeaster upon Christmas-eve
about one of the elock, where 1 assure myself he will
much desire that yourself and friends will be pleased to
meet him, that a0 we may go inte Fork fogether ; and
myself earnestly intreat the company of yourself and
them the next day at dinner, which 1 shall esteem as
double favour."—And his cousin Thomas Wentworth
advertized that, ** being, as you know, engeged to stand
with Mr. Secretary Calvert to be knights for this par-
limment, and sir John Savile our only opponent, 1 must
make use of my friends and intreat them to deal the-
roughly for us, in regand the loss of it would much
prejudice our estimations above. In which number I
esteem yourself, one of my best and fastest friends. The
course my lord Darey and 1 hold is, fo intreat the high
constables to desive the petty consfobles fo set down the
names of all freebolders within their fownxhips, and
which of them have promized to be af York and bestow
their voioes with we, so0 gy we may keep the note as o
teatimony of their good affections, and knmow whom we
are beholden unfs, desiring them further to go along
with us to York on Sunday, being Christmas-eve, or
else meet us about two of the clock at Tadeaster. [
desire you would please to deal effectmally with your
high constables, and hold the same course, that so we
may be able to judge what number we may expect out
of your wapentake. As I mo ways doubt of your ute
termost endeavours and pains in a matter of this nature,
deep]y touching my eredit, so will I value it as a special
testimony of your love towards me. I hope you will
take the pains to go along with us, together with your
friends, to York, that so we may come all in together,
and take part of an ill dinner with me the next day ;
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where yourself and friends shall be right heartily wel-

come,” |

It is not necessary to recall attention to the political
principle, or the party views, which are evidenced in
these letters? ; but how singular and complete is the illus-
tration they afford, of Wentworth's practice of letting
glip no method, however ordinary, of compassing his
designs ! Is he interested, either, in the suecess of
8 lawsuit? —we find that—* he spent eight years'
time, besides his pains and money, in soliciting the
business and soits of his nephews sir George and sir
William Savile, going every term to London sbout that
only, without missing one term n thirty, as I verily
believe. And all this merely in memory of the kind-
ness which had passed betwixt him and his brother-in-
law sir George Savile, then deceased.”®  And so with
all things that interested him.

Te this head, then, the reader is asked to refer
many proceedings, which, hitherto, have been cited in
proof of an excessive vanity. They were rather the
sugpestions of & mind well aware of the influence of
seeming trifles on the accomplishment of important
purposes, The pompous enumeration of his heraldic
honours in the preamble to his patent of nobility, and
the * extraordinary pomp * with which he was created
Viscount and president of the North, were no umneces-
gary precaution against the surprise and disdain of an
insolent herd of courtiers, and were yet ineffectunl
wholly to restrain their sarcasms.*  The unexampled
splendour of his after progress to the opening of the
Irish parliament was, no doubt, well caleulated to “heget

¥ These various lettem will be fousd in the Strafford Papers,
® The beginning of elpcticneering taction is alsy curidualy dscernible in
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an awful admiration” in the minds of a body of men
whose services hewas then preparing toobtain by far more
questionahle means ; — and his fierce resentment of the
slightest infringement of the etiquette he had suceeeded
in establishing, his minute arrangements with respect
to the ceremony he conceived necessary to the powers
he was entrusted with, have their censure on other
grounds than any intrinsic absurdity they evince. It
geems to me to be high time, in cases of this sort, to
ghift our censure to the grosser ahsurdity of the prin-
ciples which require such means for their support.
Ceremony in the abstract— the mere forms of etiquette,
sinking through their own emptiness, sustaining no
purpose, and unsustained by none—Wentworth regurded
with & more supreme scorn than they were held in by
any of his prudish oppenents among his own party.
# | eonfaes,” writes he on one occasion, * this matier
of prace I have ever judged a womanly thing, and so
love not to trouble myself therewith, more than needs
must.”  He eares not, moreover, submitting cheerfully
throughout to the king's unworthy arrangement, —that
himself should gather “golden opinions™ by a liberal
bestowment of honours in Ireland on the more trouble-
gome of his suitors, while to his deputy was confided
the ungracious task of interposing a veto on the royal
benefsction, and receiving, in his own person, the curses
of the disappointed.” Against the bitterness of their
discontent, Wentworth had his unfailing resource. 1
shall not meglect,” he writes, * to preserve mysell in
good opinion with this people, in regard I become
therely better able to do my master's service ; longer
than it works to that purpose, 1 am very indifferent
what they shall think, or ean say, concerning me.” Not
the less scruple had he in complaining of the king's
arrangement, when it was tortured to purposes he had
never contemplated, and he discovered that the character
of his government was become that of an iron rule,

| Sge Straffbord Papers, vol L p MO
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wherein reward had no place, even for its zealous sup-
porters.  For the foolish gravity of the luckless king
Ead continued to pen epistle upon epistle, disposing of
the most subordinate posts in the army, as well ax the
higher dignities of the church. The system, in the
first instance, however, was one which a proud man,
certainly, might submit to, but a vain man would
hardly aequiesce in,

I resume the progress of Wentworth's fortunes.  His
elevation became an instant subject of general remark;
and it is not difficult to discover, that, in his native
county, where he was best known, the surprise excited
by so sudden a change, after such violent opposition,
was balanced by a greater surprise, on the other hand,
that the honour should have been delayed so lomg.
“Give me leave to inform you, “ writes sir Richard
Hutton?, in a paseage which is expressive of both these
feelings, * that your late conferred honour is the subject
of much discourse here in Yorkshire, which, T conceive,
proceeds from the most, not out of any other cause than
their known worth in you, which is thought merited it
much sooner and greater ; but this is only to entertain
you a little longer; for I know that your actions are
not justly liable to any censure, I am sure not to mine ;

' One instance, out of the many which strikingly Hustrate West
watth's character in this may be suhjoined.  Lord Newburgh had
rﬂtl-l.l'udfl'm the king o promis of promotion for & young man in the
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for, being yours, it speaks them good to me, if not the
hest.” The character of the important office entrusted
to Wentworth included much that was especially grate-
ful to him : —enlarged by his desire, it presented power
glmost unlimited ; freedom at the same time from the
little annoyances of the court ; and the opportunity of
exhibiting his genius for despotic rule in his own county,
where personal friends might witness its successes, and
old adversaries, should the occasion offer, be made the
ohjects of its triumph. To crown his cause of satis-
faction, the duke of Buckingham, who had still hung
darkly over his approach to a perfect confidence and
favour, was removed by the knife of Felton. Secret
congratulations passed, within a few days after this
event, between Wentworth and Weston.  Every thing
seemed to favour his entrance into power, and a light
rose upon the future.  You tell me,” writes his friend
Wandesford to him, * God hath blessed you much in
these late proceedings. Truly, I believe it, for by these
circumstances we know, we may guess at them we know
not”*! This friend was not forgotten. Though so
recently one of the active managers of the impeachment
against Buckingham, he was at once received into
favour, and Wentworth waited his oppoertunity to em-
ploy the services of others, equally dear and valuable,
while he did not fail to improve his opportunities of
intercourse among his new associstes. Laud was
chief object of his concern in this respeet, for he had
ohserved Laud's rising influence with the king.
Wentworth wisely deferred his departure to the
North until after the dissolution of parliament. The
powers that awaited him there, inereased by his stipu-
lations, 1 have described as nearly unlimited. The
council of York, or of the North, whose jurisdiction
extended over the counties of York, Northumberland,
Cumberlsnd, and Westmoreland, over the cities of
York and Hull, the bishopric of Durham, and the town

1 Sprafford Papers, vol L po#
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of Newecastle-upon-Tyne!, included within itself the
powers of the courts of common law, of the chancery,
even of the star chamber, It had originated in the
frequent northern rebellions which followed Henry
VIL.'s suppression of the lesser monasteries. Before
the scheme for the suppression of the greater monas.
teries was carried into effect, it was judged expedient,
in consequence of such disturbances, to grant a com-
mission to the bishop of Llandaff and others, for the

of preserving the pence of thess northern
countics, This commission was, to all appearances,
simply one of oyer and terminer; but & clovee had
been inserted in it, towards the conclusion, authorising
the commissioners to hear all causes, real and personal,
when either or both of the parties laboured under
poverty?, and to decide according to sound discretion.
This latter licence, however, was soon afterwards de-
clared by all the judges to be illegal ; and the power of
hearing real and persomal eauses at all was rarely scted
upon up to the second year of Elizsbeth’s reign, when
it also was declared to be illegal, since eanses regarding
property, whether real or personal, could only be de-
cided by the laws of the land. [t was reserved for
James to issue, over these decisions, a new commission,
“ very differing," says Clarendon, * from all that went
before.” The commissioners were no longer ordered
to inquire © per sacramentum bonorum et legalium
hominum.” or to be controlled by auy forms of law,
but were referred merely to seeret instructions, which,
for the first time, were sent down to the council. This
at once reduced the whole of the North to an nhsolute
subjection, and that so flagrant, that the judges of the
court of common pleas had the decent courage to protest
sctively against it, by issuing prohibitions on demand to
the president and council ; and James himself was obliged
to have the instruetions inrolled, that the people might, in
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some measure, be able to ascertain by what rules their
conduct was to be regulated.!

One of Wentworth's first announcements, in suc-
ceeding to this enormous power, the very acceptance of
which was a violation of the vital principles and enact-
ments of the petition of right, was to declare that he
would lay any man by the heels who ventured to sue
out & prohibition in the courts at Westminster? His
excuse for such a course of procesding was afterwands
boldly avowed.? ¢ It was a chaste ambition, if rightly
placed, to have as much power as may be, that there
may be power to do the more good for the place
where a man serves.” Now Wentworth's notion of good
went gtraight to the establishment of absolute govern-
ment ; and to this, his one grand object, from the very
first moment of his public authority, he bent every
energy of his soul. He devoted himself, night and day,
to the public business. Lord Scroop’s® arrears were
speedily disposed of, an effective militia was embodied
and diseiplined, and all possible means were resorted
to for an increase of revenue. The fines on recusants,
the compositions for knighthood, and the various exae-
tions imposed by government, were rigorously enforced
by him. At the same time his hand, though heavy,
was equal, and the reports of his government were, in
consequence, found to be very various. The compliinants
contradicted ench other, ** Your proceeding with the
recusants,” writes Weston, * is here, where it is
well understood, well taken, the' there be different ro.
moure. For, it is said, that you proceed with extreme
rigour, valuing the good and lands of the poorest at the

1 An Interesting acesunt of the origin and practices of this coameil off
York waa given Hmnm{.‘m\mdnm in the loag parlisment. 'I'I::
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highest rates, or rather above the value, without which
you are not content to make any composition. This is
not believed, especially by me, whoe knew your wisdom
and moderation : and your last too gave much satisfae-
tion even to those who informed me, when they saw
thereby, that you had compounded with none but to
their own contentment.”! Cottington, the chancellor
of the exchequer, had expressed more characteristically,
gome days before, the approbation of the court.  ** For
the business of the recusants, my lord treasurer sent
immediately your letter to the king (who is in his
progress), from whom he received a notable approbation
both of your intentions and proceedings, as be himself
will tell your lordship in his own letters ; for you are
his mistress, and must be cherished and courted by
none but himself.” So early did the king deem it ex-
pedient to exhibit, that peculiar sense of his minister’s
service. When the minister had bound himself up in-
extricably with the royal canse, it was thought to be
less expedient !

In such a course as this which Wentworth had now
entered on, it is quite clear, that to have permitted the
slightest disregard of the authority assumed, must have
proved fatal. I cannot see any thing unnatural, there-
fore, in his conduct to Henry Bellasis, and in several
other personal questions which at present come under no-
tice, Nothing is apparent in it at variance with the sys-
tem to be worked out, nothing outrageous or improdent,
as his party have been at some pains to allege. These
matters are not to be discussed in the abstract. Des.
potism is the gist of the question; and if the phrase
“ ynnatural” is to be used, let it fall upon that. The
means employed to enforce it, are obliged, as a matter
of necessity, to partake of its own nature, or it would
not for an instant be borne,. One of Wentworth's first
measures had been to cluim for himself, as the repre-
gentative of abeclute royalty, the most absolute rever-
ence and respect. On the occasion of a * solemn

! Straffurd Papers, vel L p 52
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meeting,"” however, this young man Bellasis, the son of
the lord Fauleonberg, munifested a somewhat imperti=
nent disregard of these orders, entered the room without
“ ghowing any particular reverence” to the lord presid-
ent, remained there with his hat on, and as Wentworth
himself passed out of the meeting * with his hat off,
the king's mace-bearer before him, and all the rest of
the company uncovered, Mr. Bellasis stood with his hat
on his head, looking full upon his lordship without
stirring his hat, or using any other reverenceor civiliey."
In a man of rank, this was the less to be overlooked.
Bellasis was ordered before the council board, where he
pleaded that his negligence had arisen from aeeident,
that his look was turned the other way, that he was
not aware of the lord president’s approach, till he had
passed, and, finally, that he meant no disrespect to
the lord president’s dignity. He was required to ex-
press, in addition, his sorrow for having given offince
to * lord Wentworth.” He refused to do this ; but at
last, after a month's imprisonment in the Gate-house,
was obliged to submit.! Other cates of the same de-
scription occurred. A barrister at law, something dis-
affected to the lord president’s jurisdietion, expiated his
offence in a lowly submission on his knees?; and a
punishment fell on sir David Foulis, heavier and more
terrible, in proportion to Wentworth's sense of the con-
duct that had provoked it

Bir David Foulis waz a deputy Leutenant, & justice
of the peace, and & member of the council of York.
Holding this position in the county, he had, on various
occasions, made very disrespectful mention of the counril
of York ; had thrown out several invidious insinustions
against its president ; and had shown much activity and
zeal in instigating persons not to pay the composition
for knighthood, which he considered an illegal and
oppressive exaction.” Wentworth immediately resalved

I:FI.?- the procecdings before the eouscil board, Rushworth, wol il

Fl Ser Rushwarth, vol iL p 160
¥ Foulis had, in less important masters, equally sought to baffle the su-
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to make him a signal example ; and the i
and unserupulons measures, by dintof whi

he at last secured this, are too singularly illustrative of
his character, to be passed over in silence. An inform-
ation was immediately ordered to be exhibited in the
star chamber against sir David Foulis ; against his son,
who had shared in his offence ; and against sir Thomas
Layton, the high sheriff of the county, who had sanctioned
and assisted the disaffection. Some necessary delays
put off the hearing of the cause till after Wentworth's
departure to Dublin. But one of the last things with
which he busied himself previous to his departure, was
the making sure of the issue. He wrote from West-
minster to the lord tressurer, (ome of the judges that
were to try it!) who was then in Scotland —* I have
perused all the examinations betwixt me and Foulis,
and find all the material parts of the bill fully proved,
50 a5 I"have him soundly upon the hip; but I desire it
may not be spoken of, for albeit 1 may by order of the
court see them, yet he may not, till the end of the
next term.”! Weston did not receive this hint at first
very cordially ; but Cottington, another of the judges,
wrote to him a week or two after he had quitted
London, — We say here that your lordship's cause
against Foulis shall come to hearing this term, and I
inquire much after it.” Wentworth, though then much
distracted by sickness and affuirs, acted eagerly on this
intimation, and sent over a special messenger to Cotting-
ton, with a short brief of the strong peints of the case,
written out by himself, and an extremely characteristie
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letter. He says boldly, —** T wust wholly recommend
myself to your care of me in this, which I take to con-
cern me o8 much, and to have therein as much the
better, as I ever had in any other cause all the days of
my life; so I trust a little help will serve the turn.™
It is clear, in point of fact, that Wentworth felt that
much of his authority, in so far as personal claime sus-
tained it—or, in other words, that much of his probuhble
success or non-success in the new and desperate s~
sumptions, by which alone his schemes of government
could be carried on—was concerned in the extent of
punishment awarded in the present case, and the corre-
sponding impression likely to be created. He omits no
consideration in his letter, therefore, that is in any way
likely to influence Cottington. He points out particularly
how much the *king's service™ is concerned, and that
the arrow was “ shot at him” in reality. * The sen-
tencing of this man,” he continues, * settles the right
of knighting business bravely for the crown, for in your
sentence you will certainly declare the undoubted right
and prerogative the king hath therein by common law,
statuie law, and the undeniable practice of all times ;
and therefore I am a suitor by you to his majesty, that
he would be graciously pleased to recommend the cause
to the lords, as well in his own right, as in the right of
his absent poor servant, and to wish them all to be
there. Fou are like to begin the sentence, and I will
be bold ta tell you my opinion thereon. You have been
Pleased sometimes, as I st by you, to ask me my ot~
ceit upon the eause then before us ; —admit me now to
do it upon my own cause, for, by my troth, I will do it
as clearly as if it concerned me not.” An aggravation
of every point in the case against Foulis and his son
followe, with a curious citation of a number of pre-
cedents for & heavy punishment, and a strong personal
appeal in behalf of his own character. * Much more
I could say, if I were in the star chamber to spesk in
such a canse for my lord Cottington: but T will con-
clude with this,—that I protest to God, if it were
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in the person of another, I should in a eanse so foul,
the proof so clear, fine the father and the som,
sir David and Henry Foulis, in 20004 apiece to
his majesty, and in 20004, apiece damages to myself
for their scandal ; and they both to be sent down to
York, and there publicly st York assizes nexe, to
acknowledge in the face of the whole country, the righe
his majesty hath to that duty of knightings; as also
the wrong he hath done me ; humbly eraving pardon of
his majesty, and expressing his sorrow so to have mis-
represented his majesty's most gracions proceedings,
even in that course of compounding, where the law
would have given him much more, as also for so
falsely slandering amd belying me without a cause. For
gir Thomas Layton, he is a fool, led on by the nose by
the twe former, nor was 1 willing to do him any huort ;
and so let him go for a coxcomb as he is; and when
he comes home, tell his neighbours, it was well for him
he had less wit than his fellows.” ' As the hearing
approached more nearly, Wentworth, regardless of the
equivocal reception Weston had formerly given him,
wrote again to the lord treasurer. “ My lord, I have
to be heard this term a cause between sir David Foolis
and me in the star chamber ; and a very good one, if I
flatter not myself exceedingly : 1 do most earnestly
bescech your lordship's presence, and that T may taste
of the ordinary effects of your justice and favour
towards me your faithful servant, albeit here removed
in another kingdom.”? Scarcely a member of that
considerate court did he fail to solicit as enrnestly.
How could the honest judges fail to perform, all that
had been o nsked of them ¢ Foulis was degraded from
his various offices ; fined 5000 to the king, 3000/ to
Wentworth ; condemned to make a public acknowledg-
ment of the mast abject submissiveness * to his majesty
and the lord viscount Wentworth, not only in this court,
1 Sgraffond hm 3, b mnlnndt
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but in the court of York, and likewise at the open assizes
in the same county ;" and, finally, committed 1o the
Fleet during his majesty’s pleasure ! His son was alsg
imprisoned and heavily fined. Layton, the * fool,”
was presented with his acquittal. Wentworth's gra-
titude at this result overflowed in the most fervent
expressions to his serviceable friends.  Cottington was
warmly thanked. * Such are your continued favours
towards me,” he wrote to Lauod, * which you were
pleased to manifest so far in the star chamber, in that
cause betwixt sir David Foulis and me, not only by
Four justice, but by your affection too, as indeed, my
lord, the best and greatest return I can make, iz 1o
pray, I may be able to deserve,”&c. A long despateh to
Cooke included an expression of the * obligation put
upan me by the eare you expressed for me in & sujt
this lnst term, which came to a hearing in the star
chamber, betwixt sir I Foulis and me, and of the
testimony your affection there gave me, much above
my merit. Sir, I humbly thank you," &e. &c. A still
more important and weighty despatch to Weston eloged
with—*1 do most humbly thank your lordship for your
noble presence and justice in the star chamber ; being
the business indeed, in my own estimation, which mere
conesrned me than any that ever befel me, hitherto, in
my whole life.” And to his cousin the earl of Cleve-
Iand be thus expressed himself: — * I understand my
cause in the star chamber hath had & fair evening :
for which I am ever to scknowledge and reverence the
justice of that great court to an sbsemt man. Your
lordship hath still been pleased to honour me with your
presence, when any thing concerned me there: and
believe me, if ever I be absent from the place where 1
fay serve you, it ghall be most extremely against my
will. TIsee it must still be my fortune to work it out
in & storm, and 1 find not myself yet so faint, as to
give over for that, or to abandon a good cause, be the
wind never eo lond or sour.” One characteristie cir-
cumstance remains to be added.  All the various letters
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and despatches in which the passages 1 have quoted are
to be found, together with others to various noble
lords, bear the sume dafe.! No one of those who had
served Wentworth, was left to speak of thanks that
he only had received.?

In relief from this puinful exhibition, of a false
publie principle tyrannizing over private morals and
affections, 1 tarn w present the somewhat redeeming
aspect of those uncontrolled regards which Wentworth
could yet suffer himself to indulge. In consequence of
ineessant application # to the duties of his office, he was
now shle to pass little of his time at the family seat;
but he seems to have been anxious that his children,
William, and the litte lady Anne, should, for health’s
sake, continue to reside there. He had entrusted them
aceordingly to the charge of sir William Pennyman, a
person bound to his serviee by various strong obliga-
tiong.# The lady Arabella, then on the eve of confine-

1| Sep the Strafford Papers, 1ED. 154, 204 B4 &e. Ac
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this staimls Il.nnlrrmt hnlerE yoal inform yourself wisat Lends 1 have
received the rents of the extent, and what money Richand
Marris has receiv th‘l_l‘.rl'l'«l.!ﬁl-m!' SO0 damages aind eosts of suit ; and that

will cause & perfoct end hall year's sccound tobe Kept of all the (i
erls and receipts concerning this matter in & book precisely by

ftself - I besgeeh'you set this business in a chear aml coriain course, for you
may be sure, f any advantage or doult can Be raised, 1 snall be sure to
II';H of it" — Sfraffird Popery, vol i p 488 Letter, from Diublin, dated

oy, 1635,

% Ffis frienis wore constantly, but !n-inla; warning him nrth-eduuien
he inourred by thie ** | long,"™ writes his frieosd Mainwaring to kim,
hear of my lady's safe delivery, and of your leedship’s coming o
lordship misst give me lave o put you in mind of your health, l.hu'
you take no recrestion st ail"™ -—&'.r vl Papers, vol. i

4 This person afterwards played i“l part at the mm&m Tt may
be worth whike o guote & nuq.-l from one of lis betbers, written al the
period. moferred 1o in the e illustrating of the menns which Wene
mhm.p'lnm‘lw P]'upmuulr. the devetion of men who

my own part," inlh]’mim

the lord president, ¥ | hope llunﬂg bo pay my II.\II:. anil T wish I
eould & emsily your debt, and compound wil Iﬂl’ﬁhlr,

ean with the king.  That it is a th lm:pnhﬂ:]n H]'llell “hl‘l
ﬂh h':rrnplnu,-imwtm r a greal deal of pains
deseriba the knfiite sormow of & weeping father, prespated him on a IIH-E
with his face poversd, that the might imagine that sorrow which
he was not abie Lo express ﬂ;ﬁu,uum-m.umwhd-

E
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ment, remained with Wentworth. Pennyman appears
to have had careful instructions to write constant ac-
counts of the children, and it is interesting to observe
the sort of details that were thought likely to prove .
tmost welcome to their father.  Now,” he sayg, “to
write that news that T have, which I presume will
he most accepiable, your lordship's chilidren are all very
well, and your lordship need not fear the going forward
of your building, when you have so careful a steward
as Mre. Anne, She compliined to me very much of
two rainy days, which, as she ssid, hinder'd her from
eoming down, and the building from going up, hecause
ghe was inforced to keep her chamber, and could not
overlook the workmen.”! This important little maiden,
then between three and four years old, had certainly
inherited the spirit of the Wentworths ! “ Mr. William
and Mrs, Anne,” Pennyman writes on another occasion,
“ are very well.  They were not a little glad to receive
their tokens, and yet they said, they would be more
glad to receive your lordship and their worthy mother.
We all, with one vote, agreed in their opinion, and
wisheil, that your lordship's occasions might be as swift
and speely in their despatch as our thoughts and
desires are in wishing them.”2 At the commeneement
of 1651, Wentworth's second som was born,  This
child, Thomas Wentworth, after eight months of uneer-
tain health, died. Ap sbout this time the services of
the lord president seem to have been urgently required
in London, and Weston wrote to him entreating his
immediate presence.d  The health of the lady Arabells,

scribed, much less my thanks and ackndwbed e, Vet give me leave
to tell yrur lordship, that there in not coe elive that famre honours
than your Lunlthﬁ-"- most foithiul and indebied servant™ —
Fapers, vol i. p 55

¥ Btrafford Papors, vol L p 55 L T

3 % ] hape,” writes the lord tressurer, * this bearer will lind yoo well,
woll diapesed, and the better, enduring so prudently as 1 hear you da, the
Iees of your younger smn, We ate glad hore to hear you are in 1o good &
temper, and that you reccive it a8 & seasening of haman Telicity, which
Gud sften sends where ho loves best ; but you need nome of my phi ¥
anid therefors this B only to remember you of being here in the nh‘
of the term, sccurding to poar promise, and 1 intreat you to It ne-
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however, who was again near the period of confine-
ment, was now an object of deep anxiety to Went-
worth, and he remained with her in Yorkshire, In
October, a second daughter, the voung Arabells, was
born to him, snd within the same month, on a Toesday
morning, says Radeliffe, * his dear wife, the lady Ara
bella died.! 1 took this earl out of bed, and carried
him to receive his lzst blessing from her.”? Went
worth deeply felt her loss, and mever, at any time,
through his after life, recalled her besuty, her sceom-
plishments;, or her virtue, without the mest tender en-
thusiasm,

Some days after this sad event, Wentwerth received
intelligence from his friend and relation, sir Edward
Stanhope, of certain intrigues which, during his absenee,
had been moving against him in the court ut London.
“ 1 received your letter,” he writes back, *“ by which I
perceive you have me in memory, albeit God hath taken
from me your noblest cousin, the incomparable woman
and wife my eyes shall ever behold. I must confess
this kindness works with me mueh, Afier some allusions
to Stanhope’s intelligence, he proceeds: * Yet truly, 1
cannot believe so ill of the propeunders, both because in
my own nature I am the man least suspicious alive,
anil that my heart tells me, 1 never deserved bat well
of them, indeed passing well. 1t is impossible it should
be plotted for my ruin; sure at least impossille I can
think so; and if there can be such mischief in the world,
then is this confidence given me s a snare by God to
punish me for my sins yet further, and to draw me yet
more immediately and singly to look up to him, with-
out leaving me any thing below to trust or Jook to,
The worst sure that can be is, with honour, prﬂﬁt, and

Wmﬂ&h—h “;.ml ;miménr 1|:I.L'ruu|.|.|.ul.l.nd: help in
n-u bngs."™ wol b
EIII- BE Mac l}urmujpﬂ.u-'ul l.l‘ﬂ‘lll.‘fp';:l'l.'lﬂrlhl'l'z fallen intn the error
uflﬂmn thant sl daisd miter the birth of the ks bay,
I.Jl bere allade, “ by U exrl,” o the boy ‘Wil whe was
warl of m-huhum,w—njmn Hrﬂ.mrh:'
turns 18 Into st George Haichifh earryim Wentworth himself oot of bid
to redilve his wile's list Dlessing.  Boe vol ik p 129,

VOL. il 8
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contentment, to set me a little further off from treading
upon any thing themselves desire, — which granted, I
am at the height of my ambitions, brought home to
enjoy myself and friends, to leave my estate free and
plentiful to your little cousin, and which is more than
all this, quietly and in secret to eerve my Maker, to
communé with him more {requently, more profitably, 1
trust, for my soul than formerly.!”

OFf short duration was this composed attitude of
mind! The ink was scarcely dry upon his letter when
he re-appeared in his court at York, pursued with
startling energy some of his most resolute measures, and
re-assured his master in London of the invalushle nature
of his services, by sundry swellings of the royal revenue.
Money, the main nerve that was to uphold the projected
system, was still the grand object of Wentworth's care,
and money he sent to Charles. The revenue, which, on
his suceseding to the presidency of York, he had found
no more in amount than 20004 a year, he had already
raised to an annual return of G5001*

8till, however, intriguers were busy against him, and
a rumour was conveyed by them to Weston's ear, that
he had resolved to use his notoriously growing influence
with the king, to endeavour to win for himself the staff®
of the lord treasurer. The trusty Wandesford dis
eovered this, and despatched the intelligence to Went-
worth, The next courier from Yorkshire brought a
packet to Weston, “ Let shame and confusion then
cover me,” ran the characteristie letter it enclosed, * if
I do not abbor the intolerable anxiety 1 well understand
10 wait inseparably upon that staff, if 1 should not take
a serpent as soon into my bosom, and, —if 1 once find
a0 mean @ thought of me can enter into your heart, ns
that to compass whatever 1 could take most delight in,
1 should go shout beguilefally to supplant any ordinary
man (how much more then impotently to catch at such
a'staff, and from my lord treasurer) — if 1 leave not the
court instantly, betake myself o my private fortune,

| Straffund 'apers, vol L pél. 7 Ihild pp. B8, 50
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reposedly seck my contentment and quiet within my
own doors, and follow the dictamen of my own reason
- and conscience, more according to nature aml liberty,
than in these gyves, which now pinch and hang upon
me. Thus you see how easily you may be rid of me
when you list, and in good faith with & thousand thanks:
yet be pleased not to judge this proceeds out of amy
wayward weary humour in me neither ; for, my en-
deavours are as vigorous and as cheerful to serve the
crown and you as ever they were, nor shall you ever
find them to faint or flasquer. 1 am none of those soft
tempered spirits : but I cannot endure to be mistaken,
or suffer my purer and more intire affections to be
soiled, or in the least degree prejudiced, with the loath.
some and odious attributes of covetousness and ambitious
falschood. Do me but right in this. Judge my watches
to issue (asin faith they do) from clearer cisterns, 1 lny
my hand under your foot, I despise danger, I laugh at
labour. Command me in all difficulties, in all confidence,
in all readiness. No, no, my lord,” contimoed Went.
warth, lapsing into the philosophic tone he eould sssume
so well,  No, no, my lord! they are those sovereign and
great duties 1 owe his majesty and your lordship, which
thus provoke me beyond my own natare rather to leave
those cooler shades, wherein 1 took choicest pleasure,
and thus put myself with you into the heat of the day,
than poorly and meanly to start aside from my obliga-
tions, convineed in mysell of the most wretched ingra-
titude in the whole world. God knows how little
delight 1 take in the outwards of this life, how infinitely
ill satisfied 1 am with myself, to find duily those ealm
and quiet retirements, wherein to contemplate some
things more divine and sacred than this world can afford
us, arevery moment interrupted thorough the mpartunll{
of the affirs I have already. To heaven and earth

protest it, it grieves my very sonl!”! Weston's sus-
picions, which, had he known Wentworth better, would
never for & moment have been entertsined, could not

1 Strafford Papers, vel |, pp 70, 80
82
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but sink before such language as this; and the lord
president’s speedy arrival in London, exploded every
hostile attempt that still lingered about the eourt against
him.

Charles was now remodelling bis counsels, The ex-
traordinary success of Wentworth's northern presidency
had inspired him with new hopes ; his coffers had been
filled without the hated help of the house of commons ;
and that prospect of independent aunthority which he ear-
nestly entertuined, no longer seemed distant or hopeless,
A conclusion of peace with France and Spain favoured
the atternpt. He offired lord Wentworth the government
of Ireland. His favourite scheme was to deliver up the
three divisions of the kingdom to the superintendemce
of three favourite ministers, reserving to himself a gene
ral and not inwctive control over all. Land was the
minister for England, and the affuirs of Scotlind wers
in the hands of the marquess of Hamilton, Ireland,
accepted by Wentworth, completed the proposed plan,

The eondition of Ireland, at this moment, was in the
highest degree difficult and dangerous.  From the eon-
quest of Henry the secomd up to the government of
Essex and Mountjoy, her history had been o series of
barbarous disasters, The English settlers, in a sucees
sion of ferocious conflicts, hal depraved themselves
below the level of the uneivilized Trish ; for, instead of
diffusing improvement and civilization, they had ob-
structed both. The system of government was in eon-
sequence become the mere occasional and diseretionary
ealling of & parliament by the lord deputy for the time,
composed entirely of delegates from within the English
pale, whose duty began and closed in the sanctioning
some new act of oppression, or the sereening some new
offender from punishment. One glimpse of & more
beneficial purpose broke upon Ireland in the reign of
Henry the seventh, during the government of sir Edward
Poynings, who procured a decres from the parlinment,
that all the laws theretofore enacted in England should
have equal foree in Ireland. With the determination
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of destroying, at the same time, the diseretionary power
that had been used, of summoning and dismissing par-
Tisments at pleasure, and of passing sudden laws for the

of occasional oppressions, sir Edward Poyn-
ings procured the epactment of his famous bill, that
a parlisment shonld not be summoned above once a
vear in Ireland, nor even then, till the propositions on
which it was to decide had been seen and approved by
the privy council of Englind. But the native Irich
chiefe had been too flevcely hardened in their savage
distrust of the Englieh to reap any advantage from these
measures, ‘They retreated to their fastnesses, and only
left them to cover the frontier with outrage and blood-
shed.

Lord Montjoy at last subdued them, relessed the
peasantry from their control, and framed a plan of im-
partial government.  In the course of the ensuing reign
new settlements of English were accordingly formed,
the rude Irish eustoms were diseountenanced, the laws of
England every where enforeed, courts of judicature es-
tablished after the English model, and representatives
from every part of the kingdom summoned to the par-
liament. When England herself, however, began to groan
under oppressions, Ireland felt them still more heavily,
and was flung back with a greater shock. The arbitrary
decrees of Charles's privy council, military exactions,
and martial law, were strungling the liberties of Ireland
in their.very birth.  Bitter, too, in ts aggravation of
other grievances, was [rish theological discord. The large
majority of papists, the sturdy old protestants of the
pale, the new eettlers of James, presbyterians, and puri-
tans, — all were in nearly open warfare, and the penal-
ties enforeed against recusants were equally hateful to
all, The rigour of the church courts, and the exaction
of tithes, kept up these dircontenis by constant exas-

peration.

Such was the state of affuirs when Charles sent lord
Falkland to Dublin. His lordship soon found that
. 83
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his government was little more than the name of one,
The army had gradually sunk to 1350 foot and 200
horse ; which mean force, divided inl;: companies, was
commanded ivy counsellors, who, managing to
BECUTE lh:i.rn:'; ]ﬂ; out of the reeeipts of the exchequer,
compounded with the privates for a thind or fourth
part of the government allowance! Insignificant in
numbers, such management had rendered the soldiers
ten times more inefficient, and, utterly wanting in spirit
or conduet, often, indeed, the mere menial servants of
the officers, they excited only contempt.  Over and over
again lord Falkland detailed this state of things to
Charles, and prayed for assistance ; but the difficulties
in England, and the deficiencies in the Irish revenue,
united to withhold it. At last, however, warned by
imminent dangers that threatened, the king announced
his resalution to sugment the Irish forces to 5000 foot
and 500 horse, and, unable to supply the necessary
charge from an empty tressury, be commanded the new
levies 1o be quartered on the different towns and coun-
ties, each of which was to receive a eertain portion of
the troops, for three months in turn, and to supply them
with the required necessaries,  Alarmed by thie project,
—and justly eonsidering & great present sacrifice, with
some chance of profit, better than to be burthened with
& tax of horrible uncertainty, which yet gave them no
rensonable reliance for the future,— the Irish people in-
stantly offered the king a liberal voluntary eontribution,
on condition of the redress of certain grievances, Ca-
thalics and protestants eoncurred in this, and delegates
Trom both parties laid the proposal before the king
himself, in London. The money they offered first ; in
the shape of a voluntary contribution of 100,0001,, the
"=t Bim ever yet returned by Ireland, and to be paid
h,r_ iustalments of 10,000f, l,qlll-rter. Thelr ]inw._-,f
grievances they produced next ; desiring relief from the
Sonerichs of courts of justice, from military depreds-
tions, from trade monopolies, from the religious penal
statutes, from retrospective inquiries into defective titles
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beyond & period of sixty years!, and, finally, praying
that the concessions should be confirmed by an Irish
t. Some of these conditions were intolerable
to Charles. A parliament wes at all times hateful to
him, snd searcely less convenient than the absence of
to & prince who desired to be absclute, was
the privilege of increasing the royal revenue, and oblig-
ing the minions of royalty, by discovering old fiaws in
titles. Glorious had been the opportunity of escheating
large possessions to the erown, or of passing them over
to new proprietors ! Yet here was o present offer of
maney, an advantage not to be foreborne — whereas, so
convemient was Charles’s moral code, an assent to ob-
noxious matters was a thing to be withdrawn at the first
convenient opportunity, and evaded at any time. The
“ graces,” us the concessions were called, were accord-
ingly pmmhl:-d to be scceded to: instalments of the
money were paid ; and writs were jssued by lord Falk-
land for & parlinment.

The joyful anticipations raised in consequence soon
received a check.  The writs were declared void by the
English council, in consequence of the provisions of
Poynings's law® not having been attended to by lord
Falkland, who was proved to have issued the writs on
his own anthority, without having previously trinsmitted
to England a certificate of the laws to be brought forward
in the proposed parliament, with reasons for enacting
them, and then, as he ought to have done, waited for
his majesty's licence of permission under the great seal.
Still the people thought this a casual error, and they
waited in confidence of its remedy. The Roman ca-
tholie party, meanwhile, encouraged by the favourable
reception of their delegates ot eourt, and elated by a con-
fidence of protection from the queen, proceeded to act
at once in open defisnce of the penal statutes. They
seized churches for their own worship, thronged the

% Tt had been usual 1o disjpossess propriet mol'nnlnthth
their trmures as ol the origingl conquest of Treland | No man wa
socurg at his own bearthstone,  See Lelanl, vob ik pp s6t—860.
umimm&hm
wistibes, e 34 and dth of Philp and Blary.,
8
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streets of Dublin with their processions, erected an
academy for the religious instruction of their youth, and
reinforoed their elergy by supplies of young priests from
the colleges of France and Spain.  The exireme alarm
of the protestants at these manifestations, induced Jord
Falkland at last to issue a proclumation, prohibiting the
Roman cathalic clergy from exercising any control over
the people, and from celebrating their worship in public.
The Roman catholics, incensed at this step, now ela-
moured for the promised graces and parlisment; the
protestants had too many reasons to join them in the

demand ; and both parties united in declaring that pay- *

ment of the contribution, under present circumstances,
was an intolerable burthen., In vain lord Falldand
offered to sccept the payment in instalments of 50000,
instead of 10,0001, a year; the discontents daily in-
ereased, and, in the end, drove the Jord deputy from
power Falkland, the object of censure that
shouls, aave fallen elsewhere, returned to England.

A temporiry administration, consisting of two londs
justices ; the one, lord chancellor, viscount Ely, and the
other, lord high treasurer, the earl of Cork ; was formed.
Both these noblemen were zeslously opposed to the
Roman catholics, and instantly, without waiting the
king’s orders, commenced a rigorous execution of the
penal statutes against recusants, An intimation from
England of the royal displeasure, threw some shadow
over these proceedings, hut not till the opposition they
bad strengthened hmd succeeded in suppressing the
scademy amd religious houses which had been erected
by the Roman catholics in Dublin. To complete the
difficulties of the « wesent state of affairs, the termina-
tion of the volunta.  contribution now fast appronched,
and the temper of all parties left any hope of its re-
newal more than desperate,

Imminent, then, was the danger which now beset the
government of Ireland. Without the advantage of in-
ternal strength, it had no prospect of external gil. The
treasury in England could not affurd a farthing to in-
erease the army, the money designed for that purpose
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had been swallowed up in more immediste necessities,
and the army sank daily into the most miserable ineffi-
clency. Voluntury supply was out of the question, and
compulsory exactions, without the help of soldiers, still
mare ridieulously vain,  In the genius of the lord presi-
dent of the north, Charles had one hope remaining.!
Wentworth received his commission in the early
months of 1632, He resolved to defer his departure,
however, till he hal informed himself fully of the state
of his government, and fortified himself with all the
anthorities that should be needful. The energy, the
prudence, the various powers of resource, with which
he laboured to this end, are only to be appreciated by
an examination of the original documents, which wrill
remain in evidence of all.¥ They were most extra-
ordinary. The first thing he did was to procure an
order from the king, in restriction of the authority of the
government of lords justices, during his own =
from Dublin.¥ In answer, then, to various
congratulations from the officers of the Irish govern-
ment, he sent back cold, but peremptory, requests for
information of their various departments. The tres-
sury necessities, and means of supply, were his primary
care, The lords justices declared that the only possible
resouree, in that respect, was to levy rigorously the
penalties imposed by statute on the Homan catholics,
for absenice from public worship, The cabinet in Lon-
don, powerless of expedient, saw no chance of avoiding
this, when lord Cottington received from York one of
Wentworth's vigorous dispatches,

T Ample suthorities for this rapld summary of Trish aairs will be foand
In Leland's History, wol il o BT to the end, and vol. fii I=I0 ¢
wlition of 178 [ have abs savailed mysell of Mr. Mae Diarmid's accoumt;
L'I.mul'ﬂntllh it.l.pl-mu wal, il P 185188

I See the Strafford Papers, vol L pg 61—,

L it p WL After l1|1:|u1|u.||‘ to the londs justices Wentwarth's

wnlllﬂrl. the royal ardey procgeds ;=" We have, therefors, in the

f.htn%hl At heroby to requine ool 18 I'I]' pardons,
tﬂﬂﬂ. apuls, b livings by grant umler our greal seal of that our
kingpdom ; mor to fonfer the honour of knighthood ugun any, or to dispess
of amy eompany of horse or foot there 1 only you are requiced in this in.
terim to book (o momnr;.dmrmnmuufmumw,m 1o the good

gorernment of var sbgects aud army
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“ Now, my lord,” reasoned the new lord deputy,
1 am not ignorant that what hath been may happen
out again, and how much every good Englishman ought,
as well in resson of state as conscience, to desire that
kingdom were well redoced to conformity of religion
with us here— as, indeed, shutting up the postern gate,
hitherto open to many a dangerous inconvenienes and
mischief, which have over-lately lnid too near us, ex-
hansted our treasures, consumed our men, busied the
perplexed minds of her late majesty and all her ministers,
Yet, my lord, it is a great business, hath many a root
lying deep, and far within ground ; which would be
first thoroughly opened befare we judge what height it
may shoot up unto, when it shall feel itself once struck
aty to be loosened and pulled up ; nor, at this distance,
ean 1 advise it should be atall attempted, wntil the pay-
mevit fir the king’s army be elsewhere and surelier settled,
than gither upon the voluntdry gift of the subjects, or
wpon the earual income of the twelvepence o Sunday.
Before this fruit grows ripe for gathering, the army
must not live prercaris, fetching in every morsel of bread
upon their swords’ points. Nor will I o far ground
myself with an implicit faith upon the all-foreseeing
pr:?dmcn of the earl of Cork, as to receive the contrary
opinion from him in verbo magistri ; when 1 am sure
that if such a rush as this should set that kingdom in
pieces aguin, 1 must be the man that am like to bear
the beat of the day, snd to be also accountable for the
success, not he. Blame me not, then, where it concerns
me &0 nearly, both in honour and safety, if T much
rather desire to hold it in suspence, and to be at Ii
upon the place to make my own election, than thus be
closed up by the choice and admission of strangers, whom
I know not, how they stand affected, either tome or the
king's service. Therefore let me beseech you o consult™
this business seriously with his majesty and with my
lord treasurer. Admit me here, with all submission, to
express myself upon this point ; and finally, be pleased
to draw it to some present resolution, which, the short-
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‘mess of time considered, must instantly be put in action,
I do conceive, then, what difficulties, nay, what impossi-
bility soever, the council of Ireland hath pretended, that
if is @ very ensy work to continue the contribution wpon
the country for a year lomger, which will be of infinite
advantage (o his majesty’s affuirs ; for we look very il
abord ws, if in that time we find not the means either (o
exfallfish that revenue in the crown, or raive some other
équivalemt thereunto. And this we gain, e, without
hazarding the public peace of the subject by any new
apprehensions, which commonly accompany such fresh
undertakings, especially being so general as is the twelves
pence upon the sbsentees.” The despatch then went
on to suggest, that the very representations of the Jonds
Jjustices might beused for the purpose of dispensing with
their propositions, — and to draw cut, for the instruc-
tion of the council, a succinet plan of effecting this,!
Distrustful, notwithstanding, of the energy of Cot.
tngton and his associates, Wentworth followed his des-
patch in person, arrived in London®, prevailed with the
council to enter into his design, and had a letter imme-
diately sent off’ to the lords justices, bitterly complaining
of all the evils they had set forth, of the impossibility
of raising voluntary supplies, and the consequent neces-
gity of exacting the penalties, * Beeing,” added the
king, by Wentwaorth's dictation, ** Beeing you eonceive
there is so much difficalty in the settlement of the pay-
ments, and considering the small hopes you mention in
your letters of further improvement there, we must be
congtrained, i they be not freely and thankfully con-
finued, to streigthen our former graces vouchsofed during
thoge contributions, and make wee more strvietly of our
legal rights and profits to be employed for so good and
necessary a work.”  Leaving this letter, with other
seret instructions, to work their effects, Wentworth
 This o evivent frou  rbsehieat deoateh s Cotington, b which be
wermhids him that the :ﬁmmu to d.mh":“uhm fimally

*in nresence of the tremsuser, your londship, the secretary Cooke, and
L™ Voll p H T}
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next despatehed a private and confidential agent to Ire-
jand, himself a Roman catholie, to represent to his
bLrethren personally, and in secret, the lord deputy’s

for them, his willingness to act as a mediator,
and his hope that a moderate voluntary contribution
might be accepted in release of their heavy fines ; —in
ot word, be sent this person *alitde to feel their
pulse underhand.” ! * The instrement I employed,™
Wentworth afterwards wrote to Cottington, * was him-
self a papist, and knows no other than that the resolu-
tion of the state here is set upon that course [of exacting
the recusant fines], and that 1 do this privately, in
favour and well-wishing, to divert the present storm ;
which else would fall heavy upon them all; being a
thing framed and prosecuted by the earl of Cork;
which makes the man labour it in good earnest, taking
it to be a canse pro aris ef focie.” The first thing this
agent discovered and communicated to his employer, was
that his temporary representatives, the lords justices,
were seeking to counteract his purpose, and had utterly
neglected the instructions of the last letter that had been
despatehed to them from the king. With characteristic
energy, Wentworth seized this incident for a double
purpose of advantage.

There would be Little hazard in supposing that their
lordships of Ely and Cork were indebted to the extra~
ardinary letter from which 1 shall quote the opening
passages, for the strongest sensation their official lives
bad known. * Your lordships,” wrote Wentworth,
“ heretofore received a letter from his majesty, di-
rected to yourselves alone, of the 14th April last; &
letter of exceeding much weight and consequence ; a
letter most weightily and maturely consulted, and or-
dered by his majesty himself ; a letter that your lord-
ships were expressly appointed yon should presently
canse to be entered in the council book, and also in the
signet office ; to the end there might be public and
uniform notice taken of his majesty's pleasure so signi-
fied by all his ministers, and others there, whom it

i See Strafford Par wol | pp 74, T4



TR

EARL OF STRAFFORD, 260

might concern. How is it, then, that T understand
this letier hath, by your lordships’ order, lain ever since
(and . still doth, for anything 1 know) sealed up in
gilence at the council table? Not once published or
entered, as was precisely directed, and expected from
your lordships ! copies denied to all men! and yet not
o much as the least reason or colour certified over hither
for your neglect, or (to term it more mildly) forbear-
ance, to comply with his majesty’s directions in that be-
half! Believe me, my lords, 1 fear this will not be well
taken, if it comé to be known on this side, and in itself
lies open enough to very hord anil ill construction, re-
flecting and trenching deeper than at first may be appre-
hended.  And pardon me, my fords, if in the discharge
of my own duty I be transported begond wiy natwral mos
desty and mideration, and the respects I personally Bear
wotir dordships, plaindy to It you know T shall not connivent
auch o presumption in you, thus to evacuate my master's
directions ; nor confuin myself in silence, seeing them
s Bafore iy firee w0 slighted, or at lenat loid aside, it seems,
wvery little regarded.  Therefore 1 must, in a just con-
templation of his majesty’s honour and wisdom, crave
leave to advise yon forthwith to mend your error by
entering and publishing that letter as is commanded
you, or 1 must, for my own safety, sequaint his majesty
with all ; and I pray God the keeping it elose all this
while, be not, in the eequel, imputed unto you as &
mighty disservice to his majesty, and which you may
be highly answerable for.”! The next communication
from his popish agent, informed Wentworth that the
omissions complained of had been repaired, and, farther,
that all parties had agreed to * continue on the contri-
butien as now itis,” till his coming, The deputy was
thus left to complete, without embarrassment, his already
meditated financial projects ; and the lords justices, with
their friends, had leisure to consider, and amene them-
selves to, the new and most peremptory lorl, who was
ghortly to eppear amongst them !
b Gtraiford Papers, yol L B 77,
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Ireland was hereafter to be the scene of an absolute
t,—the government of & comprehensive mind,
but directed to a narrow and mistaken purpose. The
first grand object of Wentworth’s exertions, was to be
secomplished in rendering the king's power uncom-
trollable. Beyond this other schemes arose. The
natural advaniages of Lreland, worked to the purpose of
her own revenue, might be further pressed to the aid
of the English tressury,—and a scheme of absolute
power successfully established in Ireland, promised still
grester service to the royalist side in the English
struggle.

The anion of singular capacity with the most deter-
mined vigour which characterized every present move-
ment of Wentworth, while it already, in itself, seemed
a forecast of vast though indefinable suecess, left the
king mo objection to urge against any of the powers
he demanded. The following stipulations were at once
assented to. They are all characteristie of Wentworth,
of his sagacity no less than his smbition. They open -
with the evident assumption that the debts of the
1rish establishment will sson be setiled, and with conse-
quent cantions exceptions against the rapacity of those
pumerous courtiers, who waited, as Wentworth well
knew, to pounce upon the first vacant office, or even
the first vacant shilling, The lord deputy demanded —

¢ That his majesty may declare his express pleasure,
that no Irish snit, by way of reward, be moved for by
any of his servants, or others, before the ordivary re-
venue there become able 1o sustain the necessary charge
of that crown, and the debts thereof be fully cleared.—
That there be an express caveat entered with the seere-
taries, signet, privy-seal, and great seal here, that no

t of what natare spever, concerning Ireland, be saf-
fered to pass till the deputy be made acquainted, and
it hath first passed the great seal of that kingdom, ac-
cording to the usual manner.—That his majesty gignify
his pleasure, that especial eare be taken hereafter, that
sufficient and credible persons be chosen to supply such
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hishopricks as shall fall void, to be admitted of his privy
council, to sit as judges, and serve of his learned council
there ; that he will vouchsafe to hear the advice of his
deputy before he resolve of any in these cases ; and that
the deputy be commanded to inform his majesty truly
and impartially, of every man's particular diligence and
care in his service there, to the end his majesty may
timely and graciously reward the well deserving, by
calling them home to better preferments here, — That
no particular complaint of injustice or oppression be
admitted here against any unless it appear the party
made his first aiddress to the deputy,— That no confirm..
ation of any reversion of offices within that kingdom be
had, or any new grant of a reversion hereafter to pass.
—That no new office be erected within that kingdom
before such time as the deputy be therewith acquainted,
his opinion first required, and certified back necord-
ingly. — That the places in the deputy’s gift, as
well of the civil as the martial list, be left freely to his
dispose ; and that his majesty will be graciously pleased
nﬂh}pmthnmmmyupunmitquemlnhlm
bere,” .

Lord Wentworth further required and obtained, in
the shape of supplementary private propositions, the
following : —

* That all propositions moving from the deputy
touching matters of revenue may be directed to the lord
treasurer of England, without aequainting the rest of
the committee for Irih affairs? — That the address
of all other dispatches for that kingdom be, by special
direction of his majesty, applied to one of the secretaries

! I have alressdy alluded to the limitation under which this proposition
wan arceded (o by the king.  Charles was o make the grants condithnally
o the ignnts, and Wentwarllh was 1o concede or refuse them s the
Eresl of the service reguirel.  * Yet wo too,” stipulated the king, = s 1
may have thanks howsoever ; that if there be uny thing to bo yeu
mmay do it, ot 1.~ — Steqified Papers, vol L p IH'J.

¥ Reasona are wistgnined b ench As o specimen |
from the (ew lines appended (o the sbove ;=" Thus shall his majest
prodils gn meare dilly and spembily (o their ends without being e
wetibed 'Ihle:ull_nul; mmdﬁ{?m-ﬁymd

i I

el g Tern
tn YT mion freelp asd plainky upon all socaions, when
ﬂwﬁhhun ket secret and hmmﬁim*
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singly. | — That the lord viscount Falkland be required
to deliver in writing in what condition be conceives his
majesty’s revenue and the government of that ki

now stand, together with a particulur of such designs
for advancing his majesty’s service, as were either un-
begun or unperfected by him when he left the place,
as also his advice how they may be best pursued anid
effectd.”

Not even content with these vast and extravrdinary
powers and precautions, lord Wentworth engaged for
another condition—the most potent amid remarkable of
all —that he was to consider them changeable on the
spot whenever the advancement of his majesty’s affairs
required.  * Your lordship may rest assured,” writes
secretary Cooke, ** that no mediation shall prevail with
his majesty to exempt the lord Balfour from the rest of
the opposers of the contributions, but that e will be
left with the rest to the censure of your justice, And
I am persuaded, that in this and all the rest of your
procecdings for his service, his princely resolution will
aupport you, if the rest of your friends heve do their
duties in their true represenfation theregf wunte him.
As your speedy passage for Ireland is most necessary
for that government, so your safety concerneth his ma-
Jjesty's honour o less than your own. It is therefore
found reasonable, that you expeet captain Plumleigh,
who, with this fair weather, will come about in a short
time, (s0 as it may be hoped) he will prevent your
enming to that port, where you appoint to come abognl,
Four instructions (ax you know) or well as the estabe
fishwient are changeable npon oconsdons _for advancement
of the affiirs. And os you will be esreful not to
change without ecause, =0 when you find it necessaTy,
his majesty will conform them by his wisdom to that
he findeth fit upon your advice. For my serviee in any
thing that may tend to further your noble ends, besides

L™ This T will have duoe by L ritten by the ki
I'liptmthle ¥ lemﬂ.urt‘mh,mu by the king
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the duty of my plece and trust, the confidence you re.
pose in me, and the testimony you give thereof, are so
obligatory, that I must forget myself much, if you find
not my professions made good.  For the Yorkshire busi.
ness, in the castigation of those mad men and foels!
which are to apt to fall upon you, that course which
yourself, the lord Cottington, and Mr. attorney resalve
upon, is here also taken, that prosecution may be made
in both courts. 1 find your vice-president a voung
man of good understanding and eounselluble, und very
forwand to promote bis majesty's serviee” The secre-
tary is also a discreet well-tempered man.”?
Wentworth, notwithstanding his new dignities, had

| Those “mad men mnd fooks ™ were *or John Boushibor amd bis onme

= wha soon recelvinl thetr mosd unjist judgmmt  This passige will

nerve tn thee valus of Wentworth's answer to this matter, alse unged

mpaimat him aferwards on his impeachment.  ** Far the sentence ajmio
sit Juhn Bowrhier, the defondant was not st afl sequainted with i, bed

thien b Ireland ! e B Rughwortd, vol ilop, 1601 1 s to be obsetved at

the same time that the commons bhad put e sdvantage of the presool evie

dime

% BEdward Ouborne kad been Snally chosen %g' Wentwarth, A passage
in the following extract from a letter of sir Willam Pensyman's shows
that the lstter had m-enrgn-lwﬂ thought of fisr the etfies : —* My servant
ean best satisly your lontship of the gool health of Mr, Willian snd Mra,
Anne, fior e auw thom teth before his journey ¢ they have been very well,
and T trust will contmuesa T aim |||-||r|||l.|||=f;=1 wish [ conld say sbie
toa, i be your lordship's vice.presilent, but defect of this must be
-Pﬂiu:l with the surplusege of the othee™

Sraford Papers, wol i p 85 The aflusion to lond Balfour, with

which the sbove desgateh opens, requines rxplonaton.  Wentwarth, whe
haud already prssessed himaeld of the mest intimate knowiedpe of the
atate of parties and disputes in his new govermment, had wotten thoss
some dnye before to Coalies —* 1 have sent here lkewiee onto you s
letter from the londs justices, togethier with all the examinations tmiem
o the |u.|'d"]_1.|iﬁul:l'.blm‘1 ihe rest ﬁuuh 'Tﬂa‘hﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬂ'ﬂ" in the
caunty of Fermsnagh, by all whiel you wi inly how bmsy toe
wheriff and wr William Cole bave boen mutinying the country againsg
the king's service ; and I beseech you sequaint his nia therewit
wnd fur the Tess leave it to me when 1 come oo the
believe me, | will teach both them and others better groamls of daty amd
whefignce to his majesty than they have shown in this wanton and sa=ey
boldnmss of theirs  And o misch the more careful must we be to eors
voct Lhis peccant humour in the first beginnings, n this is &
great revenur, which his majesty’s affairs cannot subsist w i oo that
e TSt sither conginun that to the crown, or Emething from that
ponple, of as mueh volue another way | wherein | contsive it most noces.
uu.a ta procesd most severely in the panishment of this oifmeoe, which will
Wt ﬂlm_ﬂﬂhinlﬂﬂnmﬂi and, thersfire, I the king ar
rnuml.fmmher'hr, pmihﬂm,wlhﬂlﬂlﬂihlmw
ton them sounily, My lond Balfisar excuseth his Sz, and will
makes means to bk majesty for favour, wherein snder ﬂrrr:-‘lﬂi.glﬁ g
Jeu'y initend to prascculy bee west, I conceine it bral far f
o irant b ealirely b ren @ cooemon frfses, as be 5 (5 . comm
wrth the rest of thiss delingisenis," — Strgford Papers, vol L p 57

VilL. Ll T
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resolved mot to resign the presidency of Yaorkshire.
And here we see, in the midst of his ex

preparations for his Irish government, he had yet found
time to prosecute every hecessary measure that had a
view to the security of his old powers in the north.
We gather from this letter of the secretary their general
character. He celebrated his departure by some acts
of vigorous power, and he wrung from the council of
London such amplifications even of his large and un-
usual presidential commission, as might compensate for
the failure of personal influence and energy consequent
on his own departure.! He pressed more especially for

t The oltnining of such & commission formed one of the articles af his
aft=r imp atied ks was, that hie had never sat as president
after the articles were framed.  But be dil not deny that the powes
wesled] waa enervised by his vice prosident, on the t'E
amit consequrendly with the full responsitalicy of the laiter His Instru.
mepntality b lasinkng these kistractions, indeed, was pot duﬂiaund i
but it was provid that on one occasion * the president fell knees
and des hla muajesty 1o entarge bis powers, or that he m t hove lenve
to po boipi and lay his ones in his own cottage.” — B wol, 1L
p (6l Thecommission was gracied immedistely aier, Ts most terrible
artivhe was that whibch in evory cuse, in disthist mm:] wrested from the
wabgecs the privilege of protection in Westmbnster H
froen amy share in Loe rights, anil eoaflisol 5% wire, of the rest of
his polbow subjects.  During Westworth's steence in mh:lr-:jnﬂpnl
the eschequer, Vernon, dared to move in deflance of thes: menstroos re.
strietlone. ‘Uhe loed deputy instantly wrote w Cottington, described Vier.
wiesii’s conduct, and thus procesdis] 1= 15 this were not & goodl, =
e the fare of & country living ander the government of the ot aned
eouneil, fior U ros anul obefignce due o the suthority set over them
Uiy his mnjesty, of awiul revervees and doty which we ail owe o hin
maafesty s rodd good will and plensare under the seal, 1 om mach
nristadlen. [ dn, th:mfu:i. manst humbly besesch this judge may be ona-
wented st the council board, and charged with these fwo grest misdemaa-
mors; whseh i ke deny, | pray you sy openly in council 1 sm the person
will underiake to prove emn agsins him, sod withal sffirm that by these
strange extravagant coursss ho distrcts his majesty's wrmmEnt and
affiies more thun evet be will be of ise-unto them, and thoreitre, 1
AN B ot earnest mulor o his mejesty and their londships, that he be nat
Asimitted tn go that cireoit hereafter | and, ideed, ' do soud seracatly be-
mjjsumupbthlﬂ be trosidiod mo mure wild sech o

ndiseree! psee Jegh. Fowfere T aisdain o gy Phe gownsich i
théa sort i mavy aver Hhe of thy erowen, Muw s gl

i

...u-ﬂ?.m B imetracaled wnth Aovmr anol mferindstradion of fustics Uk Liem-

ainea,” ‘This |8 surcly a characteritic berrayal of Wentwarth's intenest
i the powers of the oiw commbssion ! Some difleuliies appesr 1o hare
Been emenantersd i the way of the cours he propossd agains) this judgs,

. s we find i ot o auisequent date wrting tim o the lonl tressarer =
# [f Mr. justsps Vernon be either removesd or smended in his cirewity, 1 am
wery well contint, being by me ouly coesldersd as he s in reistion to il
g ety s ervic in those parts, —the gesileman otherwise unknown o md
by injury or bened " — Soe Strqfird Fapers, vul L pp. 199 245,
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the sttlement of a dispute with lord Fauleonberg by a
peremptory punishment of the latter: * for this you
know,” he wrote to the secretary, *' is a public business,
and myself being to leave this government for a while,
desirous to settle and establish this council in their just
powers and credits, which is fit for' the king's service,
wottld fain see ourseloes righfed wpon thie arrogant lored,
and so discipline all the rest wpon his shoulders, ax [
miight well hope they should exereise their jurisdiction in
peace during the time of my abeence."!  Lord Wene-
worth's flercest prosecution of apparent personal re-
sentments was, in all cases, the simple carrying out of
that despotie principle in its length and breadth, and
with reference to its ulterior aims, which had hecome
the very law of his being. In this point of view only
ean they be justly or intelligibly considered. The
eruelties associated with the name now sbout to be
introduced, have their exaggeration, or their excuse, ac-
cording as the feelings of the reader may determing—
but, at all events, have their rational and philosophical
solution — in this point of viéw alone.

The lord Mountnorris held at this time the office of
vice-treasurer, which in effiect was that of treasurer of
Ireland. Clarendon observes of him, * He was a man
of great industry, activity, and experience in the affairs
of Ireland, having raised himself from a very private
menn eondition (having been an inferior servant to lord
Chichester) to the degree of a viscount, and a privy
counsellor, and to a very ample revenue in lands and
offices ; and had always, by servile flattery and sondid
application, wrought himself into trust and nearness
with all deputies at their first entrance upon their
charge, informing them of the defects and oversights of
their predecessors ; and after the determination of their
commands snd return inte England, informing the
1. Lam:ﬂnﬂ;:i o this hmﬁd:‘.’n;m-lﬁc_ 1o be emitted @ =" There
Ak comridorig Fha mamacy o W e ere amspens S e, s ol

of amlli Be, of J b mof Beve : therefore lee me have my directios
with all posxible specd,™ pT T
T8
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gtate here, and those enemies they usually contracted in
that time, of whatsoever they had dose or suffered to be
done amiss; whereby they either suffered disgrace or
damage, as soon as they were recalled from thowe
honours. In this manner he began with his own
master, the lord Chichester ; and continued the same
arts upon the lord Grandison, and the lord Falkland,
who suceeeded ; and, upon that score, procured admis-
gion and trust with the earl of Strafford, upon his first
admission to that goverment.” ! This is quoted here, for
the purpose of introducing a letter of Wentwortl's,
which was written at about this time, and which appears
to me not only to corroborate Clarendon’s account, but
(in opposition to those who have urged, as Mr. Brodie 5
that Wentworth hegan his official connection with
Mountnorris, by  courting” the latter) to give at the
same time the noble vice-treasurer and informer-general
fair warning, of the character and intentions of the lord
deputy he had thereafter to deal with. Mountnarris
had previously allied himself with Wentworth by mar-
riage with a near relative of his decensed wife, the lady
Armbella. T was not & litte troubled,” runs Went-
worth's letter, ““when my servant, returning from Dublin,
brought back with him the inclosed, together with the
certainty of your lordship’s yet abode at West-Chester.
I have hereupon instantly despatched this footman,
expressly to find you out; and to solicit you, most
earnestly, to pass yourself over on the other side: for
besides that the monies which 1 expect from you
{which 1 confess you might some other ways provide
for), the customs there, you know how loose they lie ;
our only confidence here being in you.” Several other
detmils are pressed with great ewrnestness, *° There-
fore,” he eontinues, * for the love of God, linger no
longer, but leaving your lady with my lady Cholmen-
deley, in case her present estate will not admit her 1o
pass along with you,— I will, God willing, not fuil to

! Hisi. of Rebeflion, wol, L p 175
® Hisk of Brit. Empire, L p T
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wait an her ladyship over myself, and deliver her safe
to you at Dublin: — the rather for that to tell your lord-
ship plainly, which I beseech you keep very private o
yourself, it will be impossible for me to despatch the
king's business, and my own, and get hence before the
end of November at the soonest. My lord Ranelagh
will be here, T believe, within this day or two ; and, in
regard of his and my Jord Dungarvan’s being here
before, I hold it fit to communicate with your lordship
the occasion, which is this,—that there being a propo-
sition made to me for 2 marriage with my lord of Cork’s
danghter !, 1, that had no thought such a way, did
nevertheless move a match, betwixe the young lord and
my lord Clifford's daughter, which was by them ae-
cepted ; and so be comes now, 1 believe, to treat further
of this matter with my lord Clifferd. But this T must
entreat you to keep private; with this, that albeit the
house of Cumberland is to me, s all the world knows
that knows me, in next esteem to my own family, yet
be you well assured, this alliance shall not decline me
from those more sovereign duties 1 owe my master,
or those other faiths 1 owe my other friends.” Some
expressions of courtesy are then followed by this re-
markable passage. © Jt is enowgh said amongat honest
men ; and you may easily believe me ; but look you, be
secret and true to me, and that no suspicion possess you ;

1 This lndy, whom Wentworth for excellsnt rexsons declined marrying,
afterwanis married George Goring, som of the earl of Norwich. This was
ithe lond deputy's management.  Soma sight or nine months after be writes
o the ear] of Oarlise: =* Young Mr. Goring is gone 1w travel, having mm

himeelf out BOOOL, which he purpossth o redesn by bis ity ahroad
ReAaas tr Toest o ek carh G ininced 0 pat 18 hie Relphn farsdy whleh |
have e b silivit Tor il the hest | can, and shall do it with all
the power and eare my eroedit and wit shall snvwiss su untn me. In

the meantime his kady i gone U e bath bo put berser in state o be got
with ehikd, and when all things are prepared, she s like o want the prin-
::I“:um Was ever willing ereature &0 dissppabited ?  In truth it is

g ominoas, if you mark g, yer all may do well enoagh, & Ler
htbgﬂ ks nidedd, mind then B she be pil s well done to ne any of

her u.[LH: g loceeth m frigd of me for ever.  You mey sy now, i’
you_will, § put & shrewsd task upon a yiung man, thers being oo betfor
wtidf o work i bt it s the more charty bb us that wish ity and the

most of all in lim that slall pecform L en dom of geutd onoabier.”
I tmmy remark, in the (to him unosal) teoe of levity, which be
fuiled to ewnphoy in writing te this esn of Carliste, whise wife, the Srmous
countess, had secretly bieame his mistresa.  Thin eard died in 135 The
countes will be spolien of shortly,  See abo Straffon Papers, vol il p 18

T3
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which else in time may turn toboth our disadvantages. For
God's sake my lord, let me again press your departure
for Ireland. And let me have 2000L of my entertain-
ment, sent me over with all possible speed ; for I have
entereil fondly encugh on a purchase here of 14,0000
and the want of that woulid very foully disappeint me.”
It is clear to me in this, that Wentworth had re-
solved, from the first, to watch Mountnorris narrowly,
anid, on the earliest intimation of any possible renewal
of his old treacheries, to erugh him and them for ever.

Lady Mountnorris would possibly be startled in hear-
ing from her lord, that the sorrowing widower of the
lady Arabells was already spesking of the negotiation
of another marriage. The entire truth would have
startled her still more.” Lord Wentworth had st this
very time, though a year had not passed since the death
of his last wife, whom he appears to have loved with
fervent and continuing affection, ™ married Elizabeth,
the daughter of sir Godfrey Rhodes, privately.” Such
is the statement of sir George Radcliffe.

Since Radeliffe wrote, however, some curious letters
relating to this marriage have been discovered in the
Thoreshy museum. Sir George says that the marriage
took place in October. 1 am now about to quote a
letter which bears the date of October in the same year
{(the S50th), and which goes to prove that, supposing
the statement in question correct, Wentwarth must
have sent the lady off to a distance from himself im-
mediately after the ceremony. Nor is this the only
singular circumstance suggested by this letter. Even
sir George Radeliffe, probably, did not know all.

* Madam,"” Wentworth writes, 1 have, in little,
much to say to you, and in short terms to profess that
which I must appear all my life long, or else one of us
must be much te blame. But, in truth, 1 have that
confidence in you, and that assurance in myself, as to
rest secure the fault will never be made on either side.
Well, then ; this little and this much, thiz short and this
long, which I aim af, is no morve than to give you this
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first writlen tratimony, that T am gour hushand; aud
that husband of yours, that will ever discharge those duties
of love and respeot towards you which good women mag
expeet, and are justly due from good men to discharge
them, with a hallowed eare and continued perseverance it
them = and this i not only moech, but off which belongs
me ; and wherein I shall tread out the remainder of
fifie which is left me. More I cannot say, nor perform
much mare for the present; the rest must dwell in hope
untii T have made it up in the balance, but I am and
must be no other than your loving husband.” A post-
script! closes the letter, referring to some paste for the
teeth, which proves that the lady was in London.
Wentworth himself was at York, and, it is evident from
his lotters, had pot quitted the county during the whole
of that month. The lady's answer to this letter would
seem to have been humbly affectionate, and to have
conveyed to Wentworth a lowly but fervent expression of
thankfulness—for that hernew husband had promised not
to cast her off as & deserted mistress | His reply (dated
shout a fortnight sfter his first letter) is in excellent
spirit, and highly characteristic: — * Dear Besse,” he
begins, with the encouragement of tender warnds, * your
first lines were wellcum unto me, and 1 will keep them,
in regard [ take them to be full, as of kindness, so of
truth, Jt is no presumption for you to wrile unto me s
the fellowahip of marriage ought fo carry with i more af
love and equality than any other apprehension. Sos I
it may ever be betwixt we, nor shall it break of my
parte.  Virtue is the highest velue we can eet upon
ourselves in this worlidl, and the chiefe which others are

190 you will o my coasin Fadekiffi for the pasts T told you an for
o desire bim tospsik to D Moote, 0 my neme, for (o
lﬁ'-&dﬂrudlnﬂlthwﬁimlh last indeid was
trieg me ane down, nd keep thi other youmel£™ On
letter, the fullowing words are wrh in a delicate
3 Foan wan borss the 17th of Seplember, being Wednes-
marming, betwixt two and three o'clock, and waa christened of
Ocinber, 1634, Thete bs snother letier of Wentworth's to kady
melm.hmmm wheretn b
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to esteem us by. That preserved, we become capable
of the noblest impressions which can be imparted unto
us. You socceed in this family two of the rarest
ladies of their time. Equal them in those excellent dis-
positions of your mind, and you become every ways
equally worthy of any thing that they had, or that the
rest of the world can give. And be you ever assured
to be by me cherished and assisted the best 1 can,
thorow the whole course of my life, whersin T shall be
no other to you than I was to them, to wit, your loving
hushand, Wentworth.”  Seill, however, Wentworth did
not acknowledge her publicly ; still he kept her, for some
time, at & distance ; and finally sent her over to Irelund,
in the charge of gr George Radeliffe, some time before
he himself quitted England. 8he arrived in Dublin
with’ Radelithe in January 1693!, and was not joined
by Wentworth ill the July of that year, when his
lordship as last ventured to acknowledge her? Laud,
upon this, seeme to have put some questions to the lord
deputy, whose answer may be supposed, from the fol
lowing passage in the archbishop’s rejoinder, to have
been made up explanations and apologies, and & con-
eluding hint of advice. “ And now, my lord, 1 heartily
wish you and your lady all mutual content that may be;
and I did never doubt that you undertook that course
bt upon mature consideration, and you have been pleased
0 express to me a very good one, in which God bless you
and your posterity, fhough T did not write any thing fo
you ar an eraminer.  For myself, I must needs confees
to gour lordship my weakness, that having been married
to a very troublesomne ond unguict wift before, T should

1 Fadeliffe's Essay,

T s Frionds wors In their cangratulalion, and, in & profusion of
complimenis, songht to intimate to his lordshi == hat in thls Mmarria of
one st Tar Beni him in m.klnljmunlerl.rrum he sl uql;-nn-uﬁnd
anuther proad of bis cwn real sl bndegeisdent greatmess. T here is sme.

plensantor in the esrl of Leicesier’s note, wha simply regrets that
o thiy were that ‘yoi Nl pased Yot Jesruey ant Innted
bivw lsd were Lhat il pa FOUT joursey &
g L. hm[lﬂuﬂlmlulmnmmurn
bappily and bealthfidly arrived in the
belowed wife™ — Soaifird Papers, vol, L 15T
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be #o ill advised oz now, being about eixty, to go marry
another of o morve wayward and troublesome genera-
tion." ! ‘There will not be any further occasion to re-
mark apon the Eﬂﬂf circumstances of this mmim,
which in its subsequent results presented nothing of a
striking or unusual description, but 1 shall here add,
fur the guidance of the reader in his judgment of these
particulars of Wentworth's conduct, some few consider-
ations which in justice ought not to be omitted.

Lord Wentworth was a man of intrigne, and the
mention of this is not to be aveided in such a view af
the bearings of his conduct and character as it has-
been here attempted, for the first time, to convey.
It is &t all times adelicate matter to touch upon this
portion of men’s historics, partly from the nature of the
subject, and partly from a kind of soreness which the
community feel upon it, owing to the inconsistencies
between their opinions and practices, and to certain
strange perplexities at the heart of those inconsistencies,
which it remains for some bolder and more philosuphical
generation even to discuss. Mesntime it i3 pretty
generally understood, that fidelity to the marringe bed
is not apt to be most prevalent where leisure and luxury
most abound ; and, for the same reason, there is a
tendency in the richer classes to look upon the licences
they take, and to talk of them with one another, and so
by & thousand means to increase and perpetuate the
tendency, — of which the rest of society have little con-
eeption, unless it be, indeed, among the extremely poor.
For similar effects result from being either above or
below a dependence upon other people’s opinions, When
it was publicly brought out, therefare, that Wentworth,
us well as gayer men of the court, had had his ** levities,”
as the grave lord chancellor Clarendon ealls them, — it
naturally told against him with the more serious part
of the nation ; not, however, without some recoil, in the
opinions of candid observers, against the ingennousness
of those who told it, — because the latter, as men moving

! Strafford Pagers, vol i p 125



282 BRITISA STATESMEN.

in the same ranks themselves, or on the borders of them,
must have known the licence secretly prevailing, and
probably partook of it far more than was suppesed.
Lady Carlisle, one of the favourites of Wentworth,
subsequently became the mistress of Pym himself.
Lord Clarendon, backed with the more avowad toler.
ation, or, rather, impudent unfeelingness, which took
place in the subsequent reign, not only makes use of the
term just quoted in speaking of intrigue, but ventures,
with a sort of pick-thank chuelde of old good-humour,
to confess that, in his youth, he conducted himself in
these matters much as others did, though with & wari-
ness proportionate to his understanding,  * Caute,™
says he, in the quotation popular at the time, and used
by Wentworth himself, * si non caste.”

We are also to take into consideration, that if the
court of Charles the Firet had more sentiment and re-
serve thin that of his heartless son, it was far from
being eo superior to courts in general in this respect, as
the solemn shadow which attends his image with pos-
terity naturally enough leads people to conclude. The
better taste of the poetry-and-picture-loving monarch
did but refine, and throw a veil over, the grosser habits
of the court of his father James. Plegsure was a
Silenus in the court of James. In that of Charles the
Seconil, it was a vulgar satyr.  Under Charles the First,
it was still of the breed, but it was a god Pan, and the
muses piped among his nymphs.

Far from wondering, therefore, that Wentworth, not-
withstanding the gravity of his bearing and the solemn
violence of his ambition, allowed himself to indulge
in the fashjomable licence of the times, it was to he
expected that he would do so, not only from the sslf.
indulgence natural to his will in all things, but from the
love of power itself, and that he might be in no respect
behindhand with any grounds which he could furnish
himself with, for having the highest peesible opinion of
his faculties for ascendancy. As nine-tenths of common
gallantry is pure vanity, so a like proportion of the



EARL OF ETRAFFORD. 283

graver offince of deliberate seduction is owing to pure
will and the love of power, — the love of obtaining a
strong and sovereign sense of an existence not very
gensitive, at any price to the existence of another, And
thus, without supposing him guilty to that extent, might
the common gallantries of the recherchd and dominant
Strafford, be owing greatly to the pure pride of his will,
and to that same love of conguest and superiority, which
actuated him in his pablic life,

A greater cause for wonder might be found in the
teniderness with which he treated the wives to whom he
was unfaithful, and especially the one, this Elizabeth
Rhodes, who was comparatively lowly in birth. But
g0 mixed a thing is human nature, as at present consti=
tuted, that the vices as well ag virtues of the man might
come into play in this very tenderness, and help to cor-
roborate it ; — for, in sddition to the noble and kindly
thoughts which never ceased to be mixed up with his
more violent ones, he would think that the wife of a
Wentworth was of necessity a personage to be greatly
and tenderly considered on all occasions, — and even
his marriage into an obscure family would be reconciled
to his pride, by the instinet which leads men of that
complexion to think it equally difficult for themselves
to be lowered by anything they choose to do, and for
the objéct of their attention not to be elevated by the
same process of self-reference,

Nor, — to quit this delicate subject, which 1 eould
not but touch on, to assist the reader; with what has
gone before, to a proper judgment of facts that are yet
to be mentioned, — and which, in truth, contains matter
for the profoundest reflection of those who might
choose to consider it by itself, —will it be thought
extraordinary by such as have at all Jooked into the
nature of their fellow crestures, that & man like Went-
worth should have treated his wives tenderly, at the

times at which he was most unfaithfol to them.
For, whether influenced by love or by awe, they do
pot appear to have offended him at any time by their
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complaints, or even to have taken notice of his eon-
duct ; and they were in truth excellent women, worthy
of his best and most real love; —so as to render it .
probable that his infidelities were but heats of will and
appetite, never, perhaps, cecasioning even a diminution
of the better affections, or, if they did, ending in the
additional tenderness occasioned by remorse. It iz a
vulgar spirit only that can despise a woman for making
noe remonstrances ; and a brutal one, that can ill treat
her for it. A heart with any nobleness left in it, keeps
its sacredest and dearest corner for a kindness so angel-
ical ; and Wentworth's pride had enough sentiment to
help his virtues to a due appreciation of the generosity,
if it existed ; or to give it the benefit of supposing that
it would have done so, in favour of such a man as he,
beloved by wives of 5o sweet a nature.

The lord Wentworth was of a tall and graceful per-
sam, though much sickness had early bent an originally
sensitive frame, which continued to sink more rapidly
in after-life under the weight of greater cares. Ha-
bitual pain had increased the dark hue and deep con-
tractions of a brow, formed and used to * threaten and
command,” and no less effective in enforcing obedi-
ence, than the loud and impressive voice that required
it. He alludes to this sportively in a letter to the earl
of Exeter, wherein he writes, © Thiz bent ond ill fu-
votered brow of mine wos never prosperous in the
furour of ladies ; yei did they know, how perfectly I do
konour, and how much I value, that excnllent and gra-
ciouna sex, T am persuvaded T should become a favourita
amonget them ; tush, my lord, tush, there are few of
them know how a gentle a gargon T am.” ! Happy, as ic

| Straiford Papers, wil L p 178 060, His letvers to lord Exeter and his
wifie are all very plzssant; sl in Chidr derp sense of noessnal attenthons
during {liness,” touching. * He il 0 venturesmee oa my occmbon,™
he writes, disunding Exeter from 8 winter journey o dlscharge such
offices of “he pol @ vEIUrEsMBE on TEY occhabon, fill this
ehurhady wason i lh:;mllr[ﬁll.nml the spring well come o There is
ohil age I years s | pm ki besdies, Jamusry sl Felimingy are the hoat
Bairs of the vear, mud the more qubetly, the mire within door we Keep
them, swe with 1w year grow the soooer young agiin in the spring' —
o Ta netther of you,™ e ponclurdes, ® wili this new yeer 1 on apy
thing of mew, bait that you may trwdsl wfill Fotimil Ihe..m'ignlﬂbuml
puths of that lapjpitess you mutnally communleate the one with the other.™



EARL OF STRAFFORD. 282

i evident, is the opposite consciousness, out of which
such pleasant complaining flows | Whereupaon lord Exeter
rejoins with justice, in a passage which may serve to
redeem his lordship amply from the stupidity that is
wont to be charged to him, — My lord, 1 could be
angry with you, were you not so far off, for wronging
of your bent brow, as you term it in your letter ; for,
you had been cursal with ¢ meek brow and en arch of
white hatr upon it, never fo have governed freland nor
Yorlkshire & well sz you do, where your lawful eom-
mands have gotten you an exact obedience. Content
yourself with that brave commanding part of your _face,
which showeth gravity without dullness, severity with-
out crurlty, clemency without eaxiness;, and lore without
extravagancy.”  An ungallant consolation under female
displeasure follows : — “ And if it should be any im-
peachment unto your favour with that sex you so
much honour, you should be no loser ; for they that
have known them so long as I have done, have found
them nothing less than dinbolos Mancos™ — which lady
Exeter judges fit to dispense with in a postsedpt : —
1 cannot consent to the opinion of the lord that
spake last, neither do T believe that it was his own, but
rather vented as o chastisement to my particular.  To
your lordship all our sex in general are obliged, myself
infinitely, who ean return you nothing but my perpetual
well wishes, with admiration of your vertues, and my
heartisst desire that all your imployments and fortunes
may be answerable.” ! Wentworth, indeed, had not
veeded this sssurance, under a remark which May's
happy quotation,
“ Non firmosns erat, sed ernt farundus Ulyses,
Et tamen @gueireas torit amore Deas,”

has long since shown to be uncalled for. The intense
passion of a Mirabean or a Strafford will hardly make
shipwreek for the want of a  smooth dispose.”

Wentworth had much wronged his * bent brow,”

¥ Etrafford Papess, vol L p 241



286 DRITISH STATESMEN.

and he knew that he had wronged it. It was suff-
ciently notorious about the court, that whenever it re-
laxed in favour of any of the court dames, its owner
wis seldom left to hope in vain. The luly Carlile!,
the lady Carnarvon, the young lady Loftus, were not,
if written letters and general rumours deserve trust, the
only evidences of this.

Sad indesd were the consequences of Wentworth's
ensunl appearances in the queen’s withdrawing room !
# Now if T were a pood poet,” writes the lord Con-
way to the lord deputy himself, “ I should with Chaucer
eall upen Melpomene —

T help me o Indite
Verses that weepen as Lwrite

My lady of Carnarven, being well in the favour and
beliaf of her futher and husband, came with her hushand
to the court, and it was determined she should have
been all this year at London, her Jodgings in the Cock-
pit ; but my lord Wentworth hath been af court, and in
the queen’s withdrawing-room was 6 conslant boker upon

1 This extracrdinary womnn, whom Drpden ealled the * Helen of her
eountry,” aml_ from whom Waller bormowed & pn;slimml for Vs,
4 the bright Carfile of the gourt of heaven,™ | played o conspicuds part
the publin affain of the time,. * She wad thought to be as deoply cin-
cermed in the counsels of the cmrt, ned afterwanls of the parlament, as
ooy in Englaml*®  After the death of Straflived she hnd become the mis
tress of Pym, Yet her passions were oot extrome!  Sie Tuby Mathews
lets ps 10E0 Ber charsoler : —* She is of too high a mind and dignity,

Btk ey g erpligamends |
particular, gither of sdvaptage or curiosity ; buf fer mature Jurlunals
a8 vivimena,”  The writer of Wallers life {the couniess was mint

th e Lo oo sadness T juilge her ship wery conshdernide ; for
is. cflen inplaee, and & extoenmiy well akilled et tn apeak with ad-
vantage amd spirit for chose friends she protesseth unto, which will oot be
many. ‘Lhere ls this further in hee dispesition, she will pol seem to be the
mm-hun wot, an inperuity | have always observed and honcared ber
4] ol 1, @ 190 And sguin, out of many § eould put before
1nqw-ri1mn?'un1'rhd of Cariile, stel sm vory oon-
fident, if 1t be in bor ladyship's power, she will express the esteem she
BEtS oA Jopdship iy to & very great height ™ (Val b L&)
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my lady, as if that only were his business, for which
cnuse, 45 it is thought, my lond of Carmarvon went
home, and my lord chamberlain preached often of
honour and truth. One of the sermons, 1 and my lady
Killegrew, or my lady Stafford, which you plesse, were
at ; it lasted from the beginning to the end of supper,
the text was, that . . . . When supper was ended,
and we were where we durst speak, my ledy Killegrew
swore by G—d, that my lord chamberlain meaned not
any body but her and my lord of Dorset.  But my lady
Carnarvon is sent down {0 her husband, and the night
before she went was with her father in kis chamber Hill
past twelve, he chiding and she weeping, and when she
will retarn no man knows ; if it be not till her face do
secure their jealousy, she had as good stay for ever.
Some think that my Jlord Wentworth did this rather to
do a despinht to her father and husband, than for any
great love to her™1
8ir George Radcliffe, indeed, in his Essay, observes
on this heml : — “ He was defamed for incontinence,
wherein I have reason to believe that he was exceedingly
much wronged. 1 had occasion of some speech with
him about the state of his eoul several times, but twice
especially, when 1 verily believe he did lay open unto
me the very bottom of his beart. Ownce was, when he
was in & very great affliction upon the death of his
second wife ; and then for some days and nights [ was
very few minutes out of his company:—the other time
was at Dublin, on a Good Friday (his birth-day), when
he was preparing himself 1o receive the blessed sacra-
| Straffnd Papers, wvol il p #1. Lord Conway's letives to Wentworth
are extremely amudiig They reeenl with ]-urueuh-c eare the nlucky
mruh.lpnl'\ ambyhe 1 =" It waa thought,™ Le writes on one occaston o
e hu-h-q-rp_ “ikat thee lant Cottivgten should have married my by
Sitanhiope; | belbeve there were intentions in bim, but the lady is, = they
say, i love with Carey Baleigh, You werd s offen wilh sir dnthong
Fomidily, that gim could wal Sl kniw ks gollontries for the lovg of thot
Erdy ; but ha s eome off with a coghoniria, for he dlsputid with her about
the priee of her pietare, sinl sent ber wond, that i she would ol give the
i ek iy e i i o Laouion | the uneen T vy Meorp.id
o Cmn'tl?lu& will be brouglit te bld ak H‘.q:ljlmh'l 5 IlI!::l;ll'n h'l.;{ll-l!

H
of Carlile will bea constant enurtier | her dog hath Intely wrilin g snsel
In ber praise, which Harry Perry burut, or yoi Lad sow bed L™
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ment on Esster day following. At both these times, 1
received such satisfuction, as left no scruple with me at
all, but much assuranes of his chastity, T knew his
wiys long and intimately, and though 1 cannot elear
him of all frailties, (for who can justify the most inno.
cent man #) yet I must give him the testimony of eon-
seientiousness in his ways, that he kept himself From
pgross sins, and endeavoured to approve himself rather
unto God than unto man, to be religious inwardly and
in truth, rather than outwardly and in shew.” What has
been quoted from lord Conway's letter, however,—and,
were it necessary tomy purpose, many letters more, and
of stranger meaning, are to be produced, —does not come
within Radeliffe’s rebuke of the © defamation " employed
aguinst Strafford. The only tendency of what sir
George says, therefore, is to confirm the charge in its
warrantable view, (with which slone T have dwelt upon
it,) of illustrating duly private eenduct and character.
Far different was Pym's great object when, instancing
in the house of commons, as Clarendon informs s,
% some high anil imperious sctions done by Strafford in
England and Ireland, some proud and over-confident
expressions in discourse, and some passionate mlvices he
had given in the most secret councils and debates of
the affuirs of state, he added some lighter paseages of
his vanity and amours, that they who were not in-
flamed with anger and detestation against him for the
former, might have less esteem and peverence for his
prodence aud diseretion.” !

These words may recall me to the actunl progress of
Serafford's life and thoughts. Pruodence and diseretion
__ whatever his great associate of the third parlinment
might afierwards think right, or just, or necessary £
his fatal purposes, 0 urge — still, o far s thiey may be
associated in a grand project of despotizm, eminently
characteriged every movement of lord Wentworth, ‘The
king had now become extremely anxious for his de-
parture, which the winding up of certain private affairs
| Clarendun, Hist. of Rebeltion, veli p 152
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alone delayel.!  On the completion of these he arrived
in London, for the purpose of setting eall immediately,
Here, however, he was unexpectedly delayed by the
uecessity of waiting the arrival of a man of war ; for
so dengerously was the Irish Channel at that time in-
fested with pirates, that the lord deputy conld not ven-
ture to pass over without convoy., *° The winds fall
out g0 contrary,” he writes in answer to the secretaries,
who, with the king and court, were engaged in a pro-
gress, * that the king's ship ennmot be gotten as yet forth
of Rochester river; but so soon as we can speed it
away, and T have notice from captain Plumleigh thas
he is ready for my transportation, 1 will not stay an
hour ; desiring extremely now to be upon the place
where I owe his majesty so great an account, as one
that am against all non-residents, as well lay o8 eceles
sinstical.”  Wentworth took care, ot the same time,
to aviil himeelf of some opportunies offered him by
this delay. He completed some pending arrangements ;
#ecured finully the close counsel and assistance of
Laud® ; established a private and direct correspondence

! A npte from Hadclifi's Essay will show that the energetic method
and despatel which made the difficuities of the public Mesines shik before
him, were oo less. serviceable in the comduet of bis private eifhins, ™ In
the mamaging of bis estate and demestics]l offiles, he wel e advice of
two Friemls, Ch, Gr. and &, ]H and twn servants, Richsnd Marrls Bis
stewanl, and Peter Man his solicitor.  Before every teom they wet, snil
i'&rfﬂmhﬂuh’llnulrn!lﬂmim b b pns e ol ; whhich belug
taken intn ronsiderstion one by one, amd every me's opinion heard, res.
bution was had aml set down in writing, whereof his loniship kept one
:?‘} il Petéer Man aphther: at the next meeting, an aeeount was taken

il that was done in pursiznee of the former arders, and 2 new note
made of afl that reate] G be dose, wilh an addition of such things as &id
I-T:E;il-l-l‘!l-hl st meeling, aod were requisite to be consmbied of  His
w srcesiniy were onlened o be made up twhoe every year, one half
Hﬂhﬂ’thl Bth of Seplemiber, the other the S0tk of March | for by Shal
rmer fAe Foartdr Al pear s rewds vy comanswdy recrired, v olas 1Y arreers
wrere A7 fo & aewpht qffer; if bomg no advandegy elther du fhe il or

Lo muffier revars fe run o

' A few menths after his ture, Lanl was evested archbishep
of Canterbury.  Wentwortl foreseen this ** Que sdvsntage voir
loritahlp wil * writos lord Falktind i & somewhst pettidh letter,

that 1 wanted i the timeof my government, sn grchi of Cam.
terhnary i friemd ; who s withal = raio of pspecial power o in
lﬁl‘l-]lllﬂ: ik ghall cuneern tlee cliireh government ;. the thind maf;lm..
eipal membor of the ki 1—inr the translation of the laty archhishop
into beavim, and of the ashop of Landon unto the see of Canterbury,
makrs that no riddle, being so plain®  The sort of shpubstiom fur mtisal
service which Detween the lord depaty and I:; be patharsd
[Erumn twn out of twonty regisests of Use latler which el Dubdin esaile

Vil IL i



200 ERITIZN STATESMEN,

with the king himself for the sanction of his more deli-
cate measures ; instructed a gossiping person, & hired
retainer of his own, the rev. Mr, Garrard, to fir-
nish him, in monthly packets of news, with all the
private scandal and rumours and secret affairs of the
court, and of London generally ; and obtained the ap-
pointment of his friends Wandesford and Radeliffe to
official situations, and to seats in the privy council, re-
gerving them as a sort of select cabinet of his own,
with whom every thing might be secretly discussed.!
These things settled, he now himeelf became anxious
for his departure, which, with some further delay, and
not without some personal loss®, he at last accom-

plished.

before Wentworth  himeelf had arrived there, THE' sre equally cha.
racteristic of the sincerity and azrocity aof the bigetry of Lasd. ™ 1 humbly
ny Irmhl'll‘: e remember what you have me
E. mrch ad Duldin, which hath fer Jiv?“rui besen i for &
by your predecessars, and 1o vindicate it 1o God's service, as you shall teere
exammine and fAmd the merits of the casse,™  And spainc—"* There is one
Christophor Sands, whe, as 1 am informed, dwells new in 2
and tesches an Englith nohiol there, snd | do much fear be duth may
things there to the dishonour of G, md the '"ﬁﬁf"’"’ al many poor
ponibe,  For the party is s Jew, sl denbes both C and his (s as 1
#hall be abde tn prove, i 1 had him bere 1 hun’sMLbfn;q:Wr
that mw:{-:heumd on by authority, and sent over in s wuw;
dplivered either to myself or Mr Maottershed, the registor of the ME
missics, that he may not bve there to infiect his majesty’s subjects,” Vol.L

s 81, B 5

T e foumid great advaniage in Chieg and o fow monthe after his as-
rival bn Dbl wrote to the lond treassior some strenuous advios, Wig-
prsted bmu experience, —* that tos many be not taken inte counsel
on that alde, snd that your tesslitions, whatever they be, ba kept secvot 3
for, believe Te, there can be teahing more prejuificial to e good surces
of thess affsirs than their being un Juand by them here. B
Ez'mhm.'l L bl it, indoed, that on my Fith thers is oot minider on

mule that Woows any thing 1 eithir write or usend, excepting

Master of the Holls snd sir George Radelifie, for whise assbslance in
government, s comfurt to mysll smulst this generstive, | sm not
sufficiently to pour forth my lamble scknowls i bo i T
Surs lh'lu:r! the rr.ruhuumu mﬁm&mﬂmm a

miah n place.™ ¥ wikd Lt
nster of the Rolls, o]

il
M
i # They write me lasentatile news forth of Trelmd, " he informs the se-
im oo of Wia last lectors bedfore his depurture, * what spoil b dose
thers by the pirutes. There s one Ives upon the Weleh cosst, which it
seems is Thie Kreatest vessel, commmandesl By Norman: another g e vessel
of sume SLEEY tu, called the Pickpoekot of Dover, Ty in sight of Dutilin
ard ancther lyes nesr Youghall P EVETY fUAFler, mi the
Wn_lu.'r: lll-'_ﬂﬂ, Tt b thadr A A thenbsaind Iu i i'_“. all
trnada wﬂzn. thin means sl 8 stand. “The plrate that fyes bofsee Disldin
ol 2eh of tha last memth, 2 bark of Liverpool, with goods worih
wiwd amongst them as much linen o oost e 300 1 and in good feith
1 1 have lost my spparel oo which i i be o, will be & much josa

i
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Lord Wentworth arrived in Dublin in July, 1633,
His very arrival, it is jostly sid, formed a new era in
the government of Ireland. He ordered the ceremonial
of the British court to be observed within the castle ;
a guard, an institution theretofore unknown, was es-
tablished ; and the proudest of the Irish lords were
at onece taught to feel the ™ immense distance ™ which
separated them from the representative of their sove-
reign.!

An extract from the lord deputy’s first despatch,
written about a week after his arrival, and duplicates or
which he forwarded at the same time, with his custom-
ary zeal, to Cooke and Cottington, is too characteristic
to be omitted.  “ I find them in this place,” he writes,
“'a eompany of men the most intent upon their own
ends that 1 ever met with, and so as those speed, they
consider other things at a very great distance. 1 take
the crown to have been very ill served, and altogether
impoesible for me to remedy, wnless T bo ingively

marg unto me, hesides the incotvenienee which Hghts upea me, by being
dimappaoieted of my isloms upon the place. By my fabth, this s
eold welcome they g mo withal to that coast, and yet Tam gl ag
least that they escaped my plae | but the fear 1 had to be © o 1k
here unprofitshly, mi i make this venture, where now i1
haid hnik a little mone care of my goods, & well as of my pemon™ Vel i
i,
" Eer Birafltmd Papers, vol I, 200, WL In the yaricas grders be pro-
eared, he invariabily issnguis bptwpen the demands of his place, and
the courtesies dug ta his person.  In this o Cooke, &
mimiie mstrctions are prayed fir, which were insdant] Ezmlpﬂ, Aming
withere, he demanided * instructbons to call wpon e uugi ty
nttend the depity upon all salemm processbons to chioeh, and el
This i not sn well obeprved o it n'ngh.t};nd they grow generally
negligent than is de they were, mof frudy £ trwet in omy dintaite fo we; for
oy pernm fhey pine ag rexpect & [ desirg from bhem ; but [ ke
nit i gt qF predfaoar, sone of e think i3 foo muck perchamee fo
bt famy Bivge of duty, rather desicons 8 might be bnkew o @ cotrivey,
It woukl do therefore very well, his majosty wore rncionsly plonsed by
letter to signify what the aftendance is be roquires st thete hands,”
he Liles mrﬂinﬁ_‘; with & vast quantity of ksborieus ond ceremonieus
Iﬂmlll A, | confa 1 might, without mare, do thess things;
bist where | may seem to take any thing t myself, 1 ain naturally medest,
and shiould be mireme unwiliing to be held supercilions dr imperioas
amodigsd them | 4o 8s | cannot do therein 23 1 both could and would, where
I were commanded.  Therefore, if these be beld duties 2 by be paid to
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trusted, andl lively assisted and countenaneed by his
majesty, which 1 am bold to write unto your londship
once for all, not for any end of my own, but singly
for his majesty’s service. Hesides, what is to be dote
must be speedily executed, i being the genivs of thie
eountry fo obey o deputy better upon hiz entranee tham
upon hie departire from them ; and therefore T promise
your lordship T will take my time : for whilst they ke
me to be & person of much more power with the king,
anil of stronger abilities in myself, than indeed 1 have
reskon either in fact or right to judge myself to be,
1 shall, it may be, do the king some service ; but if my
wafness thevein onee happen o be discovered omongst
them in this kingdom, for the love of God, sy ford,
fgt me be tuleen home ¢ for T shall but lose the king's
affhirs, and my own time afterwards ; and my unprofit-
ableness in the former, 1 confess, will grieve me much
more than any prejudice which may happen to my own
particelar by the expense of the latter. The army I
conceive to be extremely out of frame ; an mimy rather
in pame than in deed, whether you consider their num-
bers, their weapons; or their diseipline, And go in
triith, not to flstter myself, must 1 Jook to find all
things else, =0 as it doth simost affright me at first
sight, wyet you shall see 1 will not meanly desert the
duties 1 owe my master and myself : howbeit, without
the arm of his mujesty’s counszel and support, it is im-
possible for me to go through with this work ; and
therein | must erave leave to use your lordship only as
my mediator, eo often as 1 shall have occasion. [ send
ynur lordship the original herein inclosed, of the offer
for this next year's contribution, and to the secre

but the copy ; judging it might be thought fitter for
your lordship to present it to his majesty than the
other. You will be pleased to send it me safely hack,
there being many particulars contained therein = of
which 1 shall be able to make very good use hereafter
if I do not much mistake myself.”1 :

} Burafford Papers, vel L pp. 06, 07, Inthe ko tresstirer's copry of thils
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Wentworth, in fact, extracrdinary as were the powers
with which he had been invested, had still reason
for distrust in the weakness and insineerity of the
king ; and thus sought to impress upon his council,
as the first and grand consideration of all, that unless
unlimited anthority was secured to him, he could, and
would, do nothing. Oue thing, he saw at once, stood
in the way of his scheme of government. In the old time,
whilst Ireland continued to be governed only ss a con-
quered country, the lord deputy and conneil had used their
discretion in superseding the common law courts, and
assuming the decision of private civil causes. During
the weaker governments which suceeeded, however,
this privilege was surrendered ; and ‘lord Falkland
himself had confirmed the surrender, by an express
prohibition. The common law, and its anthority, had
in consequence gained some little strength at the period
of Wentworth's arrival. He had not rested many days
in his state chair, before this prohibition was suspended,
and the old privilege restored.’ At all risks, even the
most fatal, Wentworth silenced the objectors in both
countriea, He had visions before him which they
dared not to contemplate ! Their notion of government
was one of sordid scheming : not the less was the sob-

teh is the fillowing charscteristle note on & money tmnmction
which Weston thoaight e had been somewhat sharply desit with :—* Your
sy ks pleased to term ney last lotter you recelved n Seotiaisd an -n;r%
one; hut by my troth your linbship, under fayour, was mistaken | fur
m-u[u.-rwu,, mor cenceived | lad exuse (o be, angry ; only | was desirowes
you might truly usderstand (he giste of my aceounts, without any siher
thought at all" Seestre of Lawd’s milluenee, Wentworth had Lecuse care-
Bess nf Wieston
L4 fingd that gy lord Falkland was restouined by prmlmﬂz:lhﬂl i
medille in any canie betwiat party and ¥, which certaimly lpasen
bk power extremely ; 1 know very well the comman lowyens will be pas-
sivnstely agalnst i, who are wont to put such o Lm-ju.d'u! sty all seher
[::um._ a5 IF nome were o be trusted, or cupable o administer Justhen,
thewsoives ; gef Aow swll Dus awily with mommredy, swbew Shey i
nopaline @il fo b goadtraed by Digtr r-books, gou in Esplosd fme @
erperiener ; and 1 xm sure his majesty's absolute pomer s mnt
weaker i this kimgdom, where hitheno the deputy aisd touneil.boand have
had n stroke with them™  Such is an extract from a renarkshie despatch
i Cpoke, which Mis nearly ten closely priited (elio pages, written soon
after the lird degiity's arrival, and -JJ--u- ru-nnhnf ul the mist jirc.
frund and subitle characier, in referense o hils ant) schemis Bmd
purpoies See Vol L p 14
v 3
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Ject w be wronged, bat the more should the instruments
of wrong avoid the responsibility of it; they saw no=
thing but their own good, and sought to prevent nothing
save their own harm. Wentworth was a despot, but
of s different metal, He shrunk from ne avowal, in
shrinking from no wrong ; and, confident of the plans
he proposed to execute, felt that the individual injury
he inflicted st present woolid be redeemed anid forgoten
in the general prosperity of the future, * These law-
yers,” he writes to the lord marshal, *woull mono-
polise to themselves all judiesture, as if no honour or
Justice coulil be rightly administered but under one of
their bencher’s gowns, T am sure they little understond
the unsettled state of this Kngdom, that eowld advise the
king to lessen the power of hix deputy, indeed hiv own,
until it were brought into that staged temper of ohedi_
ence and conformity with that of England, or af feast
il the benches here were better provided with judges,
than God knows as yet they are.  Therefore, if your
lordship's judgment approve of my reasons, I beseech
you, assist me therein, or rather the king's service, and
I whall be answerable with my head.” ' Equal in all his
exactions, he had suspected also from the first, that the
great complainants against his government would be
men of rank ; and now, in further organisation of his
powers, procured an order from the king, that none of
the nobility, none of the prineipal officers, “ none of
those that hath either office or estate here,” should
presume to quit the kingdom without the licence of the
lord deputy.? When his use of this power was after-
wards spoken against, he silenced the objectors by a
stern and sarcastical reference to one of the graces they
had themselves solicited, which seemed indeed to war.
rant the authority, but had been proposed with a fur
different purpose, that of preventing men of large
fortunes from deserting their estates, and wasting their
revenues abiroad !

1 Gtrndfrd Papers, vel L po g5
1 Thid p 32, nnd bee p
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Wentworth called his firet privy council.  The mem-
bers of this body had hitherto borme great sway in the
government of the island!, greater, indeed, than the
lords deputies themselves,—and they were now, for the
first time, to see their authority broken, and their rank
and influence set at scorn.  Only a select nomber of
them were summoned, a practice usual in England®,
but in Ireland quite unheard of.  But the mortifications
reserved for those that had been hopoured by a8 sum-
maons, were almost greater than were felt by the absent
counsellors | Having assembled at the minute sppointed,
they were olliged to wait several hours upon the leisure
of the deputy, and when he arrived at last, were treated
with no particle of the consideration which deliberative
duties claim.

Wentworth laid before them o provision for the
immediate necessities of government, and more espe-
clally for the maintenance of the army. The views of
the lord deputy, somewhat more reaching than their
own, startled them not a little.  Sir Adam Loftus, the
son of the lord chancellor, broke o sullen silence by
propesing that the voluntary contribution should be
continued for another year, and that a parlisment shiould,
meantime, be prayed for, * After this followed again
a long silence,” when the lord deputy called on sir Wils
liam Pareons, the master of the wards, to deliver his
opinion, It was unfavourable. * I was then put to
my last refuge,” says Wentworth, * which was plainly

b The bords justices were the chief Il'ldm'lni'ﬂlllh:& Weniworth, in
pne of his despatcives, hiud written thus : —* Om Thursday sevonenight

i the moning, 1 visited both the justiees nt thelr own houses, which
albeit net furmerty dooe by other deputbes, yot | copevived §t was o disty
1 vwed them, leing a8 then but a privete porson, ai abo fe show o de=
amiple fo others whad wosld sheegy becume Bhem o B poveTROT,
o i phow'd i mgfesty b9 art over Phem™ ks wad & suhitle
distinetion, whieh helr londships did not aterwards fled they hed moch

by,

"']d!{in." Wentworth had demanded of Cooke, * that the orders st
o F.I'Iliepﬂrfmunﬂlurﬂqhnd might be sent unio os, with this
addithon, that no man speak covered save the deputy, and that their
nﬂmsMhEﬁmﬁmm,mmumr as

B, g nothoe il et u i w
bt hwnngil.l-mmfimﬂmﬂﬂ; 1 tanie them o
thase servicos oa in duly they ought.”
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to declare that there was no necessity which indvced me
to take them to counsel in this business, fir rother than
Jail in w0 necessary o duty to my master, T would under-
take, wpon the peril of my head, to make the king's army
able to subsist, and to provide for itsell amongst them
without their help. Howbelt, forth of my respect to
themselves 1 had been persuaded to put this fair ocea-
sion into their hands, not only to express their ready
affections and duties to his majesty, and o to have in
their own particular a share in the hovour and thanks
of 8o noble & work ; but also that the proposition of this
next contribution might move from the protestants, as
it did this year from the papists, and so these no more
in ghow than substance to go before those in their
cheerfulness and readiness to serve his majesty; . . .
s0 a5 my wdvice shoold be unto them, to make an offer
under their hands to his majesty of this next year's
contribution, with the desire of a parlisment, in such
sort ns is contained in their offer, which herewith I
send you enclosed. They are so horribly afraid that
the contribution money should be set as an annual
charge upon their inheritances, as they would redeem
it at any rate, 40 as wpon the name of @ purfiament
thur proposed, it waes something' strange to see how in-
#tantly they gove consent to this proposition, with all
the cheerfulness possible, and agreed to have the letter
dnrni'lwhich you have here signed with all their

‘wf‘lrn] vol L. g 09, 80, With charscteristie purpose W)
warth nﬁqm o Ui despateh & private Bote to Cooke s | mr:‘:lld
humibly ibe that b otoe part of your next letter vou woukd e plensed
o give & fouch with your pen comesvning sir Adam Loftus, such se I
bt whow him, for he deserves I‘I'Ln'ﬂlt-'n.i! enicousage the well affict s
t the other, when thiy shall see their sctions ans rightly P

derwiomd by his i mnd alsn smne pood worts for the lond o,
the il Cork, the of Oirnemd, amil tha bnd “mﬂ!mi'ﬁ_mm?
i In yuur despatel thal his majesty will think of thely Alesine fisr

n E and betwixt this and Christmas give them b
amswer, for the very hu?e of it will give Ih.l:‘rl'l gruat gdrl-:?dm::t‘ anid
make them Foon very willingly with their paymente™  Had none of these
mien afterwands thwarted him in his great despotic Emluru, Wentworth
would have swught overy means of covering them wit rewanti—ts which

o stint or mensare, when callsd fwh;-h-mﬂ._u;pm

1
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A o parliament ! This word, Wentworth knew,
would sound harshly in the ear of Charles, who had,
by this time, prohibited its very mention in England.
But he saw, from what had oceurred in the council,
in what eonsideration the mere name was held there ;
and he saw, moreover, abroad among the nation, a feel-
ing in favour of it, which might, by a bold movement,
be even wrested to the purpose of tyranny, but could
never, with any safety to that cause, be altogether
avoided.

Nor was this aspect of affuirs forced upon Wentworth
by necessity alome. He had certainly entered Ireland
with one paramount olject, — that of making his master
# the most absolute prince in Christendom,” in.so far as
regurded that * conquered country.”  Wealihier he
meant her to become, even in the midst of his ex-
actions ; but a slave hie had resolved to make her, in so
far us the popular control was to be admitted over her
government. Yetit has been shown that Wentworth was
not a vain man, that he was ever ready to receive the
suggestions of the occasion and the time, and it 1= eléar
that be entered Ireland by no means assured of being
ahle to carry his purposes into effiet by the simple and
straightforward mnchinery of an absolute despotism.
The king might see in parliaments nothing but au un-
necessary obstruction to the free exercise of his royal
will, and might have directed Wentworth to “ put them
off handsomely,” or ctherwise. But Wentworth had
impressions of his own, which were not to be so got rid
of, These parliaments — which had been enly hurriedly
glanced at by the averted eye of Charles, on some
oceasion when he had been forced to * come as the
yeur's enid with his hat in his hand,” and to whom the
notion they had conveyed was simply the strength-
ening his conviction that *“ such assemblies were of the
nature of cats, they ever grew cursed with age” —
these parliaments were known thoroughly, and were
remembered profoundly, by Wentworth, He had been
eonversant with the measures, and connected with the
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men. He had been the associate of Pym, and had
spoken and voted in the same ranks with Elist. Such
an experience might be abhorred, but could not be
made light of ; and that mighty power, of which he
had been the sometime portion, never deserted the mind
of Wentworth, He boldly suffered its imaze to con-
front him, that he might the better resist its spirit and
divert its tendency.

When he arrived in Ireland, therefore, he was quite
prepared for the mention of parliament — even for the
obligation of granting it. He had not watched human
nature superficially, though, unfortunately, he missed
of the final knowledge, He would have retained that
engine whose wondrous effeets be had witnessed, and had
even assisted in producing. He would have compelled
it to be as efficient in the service of its new master, as of
late in withstanding his pleasure. And Wentworth
could not but feel, probably, that the foundution for so
vast 8 scheme as his, which was to embody so many
far-stretching assumptions, might be notunsafely propped
at the first with a little. reverence of authority.! He
would set up a parlisment, for instance, which should
muke itself “ eminent to posterity as the very hasis and
foundstion of the greatest happiness and prosperity
that ever befell this nation,”—by the extraordinary and
notable process of being forced to confirm the king's
claim to unlimited prerogative ! That * way of parlin-
ments,” it is evident from many passages in his des-
patches, he could not but covet.—even while he spoke of
leaving “such forms,” and betaking himself to * his

! Oin one decasian, I Eur ok hen the attorney.geeerl in Eng.
land :l-llﬁ'l'hhl'd:‘llll! anc lﬂ:‘:'*u;‘lhlnth-u F::l-?m Porni o

ey oy abwlition ef certain attached o it, Wentworth opposed hﬂ
an clslorate l?uml. 1 & pamarkahlo pessage frm the des.
=" Truly | am of apin that In these matters of firn it b the

oot b be wiser than those that went befire bt * stare nupeer o)

*  Far better it ix f0 follper the ol .Prnrﬁn fhin partioules, lr:
ik q‘ﬂmmw"m?‘w;t’m;ﬁr#
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majesty’s undoubted privilege.” Power, indeed, was the
great lnw of Wentworth's being ; but from all this it may
be fairly supposed, that even over the daya of his highest
and most palmy state lingered the uneasy fear that he
might, after all, have mistaken the natore of power,
and be doomed as a sacrifice at last to its truer, and
grander, and more lasting issues. The fatal danger he
frequently challenged — the “ at peril of my head,”
which so often occurs in his despatches — must have
unpleasantly betruyed this to his confederates in London.

A parliament then, he acknowledged to himeelf, must
ultimately be summoned in Ireland. But he was can-
tipus in communicating this to the English ecouneil.
# My opinion as touching a parliament,” he writes to
Cooke, =1 am still gathering for, but shall be very
eautions and cunctative in a business of so great weight,
naturally distrusting my judgment, and more here,
where T am in a sort yet a stranger, thun in places
where [ had been bred, versed, and acquainted in the
affuirs and with the conditions of men ; eo as 1 shall
hardly be rendy so soon to deliver myself therein as
formerly 1 writ; but, God willing, T shall transmit
that and my judgment upon many other the chief
gervites of his majesty betwixt this and Christmas. I
protest unto you it is never a day 1 do mot beat my
brains about them some hours, well foreseeing that the
chief success of all my labours will consist much in
providently and discreetly choosing and saddening my
first ground : for if that chance to be mislayed or left
loose, the higher 1 go the greater and more sudden will
be the downcome.”! Bome short time, however, after

Aiddo, rqhﬂ-_rﬂlp-dh
set them ot work and pursue them here with taking abing with me
those twn grest househanld gods, which ought always to be reverenced in

tnmﬂ.]md-u in the actioe, of —homater st Justive. These
eimitisels, mmzrllemmuuqu;m#mhﬂ-
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the date of this letter, he forwarded an elsborate des-
patch to the seeretary for the consideration of the king.
In this despatch he insisted very strongly on the wide
distinetion between English and Irish parliaments which
had been planted by the act of Poynings!, he dwelt on
the exigencies of the state, and alleged varions powerful
reasons in that regard.  He claimed also the permission
to issue the writs instantly ; for if they were deferred
till the voluntary eontribution should aguin be about to
terminate, they would appear, he argued, to issue from

eral my fmtrntions from them all Aeee, os they wilh the same industry
z_mdnrt eviry corber for them ; and thie I do, tothe end T
be poasible, win from them ingenuous and clear advice, whick
i Bare, {fthey oier ditcover bese T sfand rled ; for then if
I Hhix 0 sxodhe Ghe depaty, be e in the right or wrong,
snninaaded themselovs dndo the fruifion of heir ows emds
of qficr o acvwie him, eeen qf those ings wherein theweseives hail o
ahaere, aa well dn Phe coungel i in the Ervention,  God ilefiver ma
in 1l sort of men, and give me grace o Br to §ee into themi before
t melther m muu-rI h}mrm ulr 'Iﬂhl them. M
WELry you wihen , &0 jixlpe how Wi Eronl
e witel had stomld oftener for Englanit™ The aarl of Straffont had
and disastrows proof of the truth of that specunt by Went.
the Een-llu of that place.”  Seana of the man who hosted Nim
Bereely tu Lhe scalfold were men that hal been willing instruments
of s worst power in Irelunad,

! Thaotlgin of this act has been adverted to, The prpuler fesders
in Mrul-lt-duim.nkumlg'_\;mim“mmuﬂh'nn:mﬂil inr
messured wire produced, they matotained, of sdfcient wiight to sxtisly
the king amd council, the utenthn of the liw was Fulfillenl ; “for, they

was ever desipned topreclsde the mesnbers of patlinment, when
oace assembled, from introducing such other toples as o deem.
expedient fur the general welfsre.  Wentworth, un the other Hrenu-
cootended hat the express lotter of the law was not to be
Lad 3 that the previes spprobation of the king asd counreil was
tinetly required Lo esch ation § and that oo other messires
ever be made the subject of fiscussion,  Barely, hawever, locking at
of ibe mensure, the popular bs the just construction.  The act
'HE'I:I:E;“.[ purpoes, o lodgy e Iu'un?:- m;
L in i munclhui“kmut-nmmm tyTanny
deguties,  Hut once establish this power, and the restraint was

o terminaty,  Girent was the apportunity, however, for Wen
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opinion,” he writes to Cooke, " there crnimil b any thing invaded, which
In resscn of stute dught to be by his majmty’s ity vl with g
haliowed cure, Paynings* act, and which [ Iy

miire
mler o be touched or blemdshed, more than my right o™ Vol |,
Amuin, when the English ll.l.'n:g:pmnﬂ sumiglblng which Ih:hrni.
dpmaty fewred might woak lrim atability of thy Poynings® bill, Went.
1y pawer gatton by the wisdem of former times
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necessity, the parlisment would be emboldened to clog
their grants with conditions, ** and eonditions are not
to be admitted with any subjects, wuch less with this
people, where your majesty’s absolute soversignty goes
much higher than it is taken (perhaps) to be in Eng-
land.” A detailed plan succeeded his many and most em-
phatic reasons, which unquestionably * clenched ™ them.
The parlisment that was to be summoned, Wentworth
pledged himself should be divided into two sessions, —
the first of which should beexclusively devoted to the sub-
ject of supplies ; while the second, which might be held
six months afterwards, should be ocoupied with the con-
firmation of the ©* graces,” and other national measures,
which his mujesty so fearfully apprehended. Now the

ijament, Wentworth ressoned, would, in its first
session, in all probability, grant & safficient supply for
the expenditure of three years, and this once sectred,
the  graces " might be flung over if necessary. Fur-
ther, the lord deputy pledged himself that he would pro-
eure the return of a nearly equal number of protestants
and catholics to the house of commons, in order that
both parties, being nearly balanced againet each othier,
might be more essily managed. He proposed, more-
over, to obtain qualifications for a sufficient number of
military officers, whose situations would render them de-
pendent on propitiating the pleasure of the lord deputy.
Then, he urged, with the parties nearly equal, they
might easily be kept in an equal condition of restraint
and harmlessness, — sinee the catholics might be pri=
vately warned, that if no other provision was made for
the maintenance of the army, it would be necessary to
levy on them the legal fnes ; while all that was neces-
sary to keep the protestants in check, would be to hint to
them that, until a regular revenue was established, the
king could not let go the voluntary contributions, or
irritate the recusants by the enforcement of the penal
statutes.  “In the higher house,” Wentworth con-
cluded, “your majesty will have, 1 trust, the bishops
whally for you ; the titular lords, rather than come over
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themselves, will put their proxies into such safe hands
as may be thought of on this side; and in the rest,
your majesty hath such interest, what out of duty to
the crown, and cbnoxiousness in themselves, as I do
not spprehend much, indeed any, difficulty smongst
them."

The whole of this extracrdinary document is given
in an sppendix to this volume!, and the reader is re-
quested o turn to it there,

Let him turn afterwards to the dying words of fts
author, and sympathise, if he can, with the declaration
they conveyed, that * he was so far from being against
parlisments, that he did always think parliaments in
England to be the happy constitution of the kingdom
and nation, and the best means, under God, to make
the king and his people happy.” In what sense these
worids were intended, under what dark weil their real
ohject was concealed, the reader may now judge. Itis
uplifted before him, Those five sections by which
Charles is * fully permaded to condescend to the pre-
gent calling of a parliament,” — the notice of the vil-
lanous juggle of the ™ two sessions,” with which the
wretched people are to be gulled, — the chuckling
mention of the advantage to be taken of * the frightful
apprehension which at this time makes their hearts
beat,” — the cemplacent provision made for the alter-
native of their * starting aside,” — the king who is to
be shle, and the minister who is to be ready, * to
chastise such forgetfulness,” and * justly to punish so
great a forfeit as this must needs be judged to be in
them,” — all these things have long ago been expiated
by Wentworth and his master ; but their damning re-
cord remains agninst those, who would proelsim that
expiation to have been unjustly demanded,

Overwhelmed by his minister's project, Charles at
last yielded.? Siill, even while, reluctantly, he con-
sented, he could not see altogether clearly the necessity

1 Bep Appenifix.
B Seruflond Papers, vol L pog31,
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for ** these things being done these ways,” and all the
gssurances of the lord deputy could not prevent Charles
bidding him, * as for that hydra, take good heed ; for
you know, that here I have found it as well cunning
as malicious. It i= troe, that your grounds are well
laid, and, | assure you, that 1 have a great trust in
your care and judgment ; yet my opinion is, fhat it
will not be the worse for my service, though their ob-
atinaey make you to break them, for I fear that they
have some ground to demand more than it de fit for me
to give. This 1 would not say, if 1 had not cuttfidence
in your conrage and dexterity ; that, in that ease, you
woull set me down there an erample what io do
here.”

 Wentworth now issued his writs for a parliament to
be instantly held in Dublin, and grest joy prevailed
among the people. The privy council were sum-
moned, in conformity with the provisions of the Inw of
Poynings, to deliberate ¢n the propesitions to be trans-
mitted to England as subjects for discussion in the
session.  ** ‘T'o gain this first enttance into the work,”
Wentworth cbserves, * 1 thought it fit to intrust it in
thi= manper with & committes, not only to expedite the
thing itself the more, but also better to discover how
their pulses beat, wherein 1 conceived they would de-
liver themselves more freely, than if I had been present
amongst them myself.” Soon, however, while the lord
deputy waited without, he was rejoined by his trusty
counsellors Wandesford and Radeliffe, with the news
that their sssociates were restive ; that they were pro-
posing all sorts of popular laws as necessary to con-
ciliate the houses ; and that, as to subsidies, they quite
objected to transmitting & bill with blanks to be filled
up at diseretion, and were of opinion that the amount
should be specified, and confined within the strictest
limits of necessity. ** I not knowing what this might
grow to,” writes Wentworth, * went instantly unto
them, where they were in council, and told them plainly 1
fearcd they began at the wrong end, thus consulting
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what might plesse the people in a parliament, when it
would better become a privy council to consider what
might please the king, snd induee him to call one,”
The imperious diputy next addressed them in a very
Jong and able spéech, pressed upon them the necessities
of the nation, and the only modes of arresting them,
 The king therefore desires,” he continued, © this
great work may be set on his right foot, settled by par-
linment as the more beaten path he covets to walk in,
yet not mare legal than if done by his prerogative royal,
where the ordinary way fails kim. 1f this people then
can be so unwise as to cast off his gracious proposals,
and their own safety, it most be done without them ;
and for myself, as their true friend, T must let them
know, that 1 cannot doubt, but they will altogether
gave me the trouble, hasten in thelr advice, and afford
their best means for the fulfilling these his =0 good in-
tentions. That as a faithful servant to my master 1 shall
counsel his majesty to attempt it first by the ordinary
means ; disappointed there, where he may with so
much right expect it, J could nof in e couse 8o just
and necewsary deny to appear for him in the head of
that army, and there either persuade them fully his
mifeatyf hael reason on his side, or else think it a great
honowr to die in the purenit of that, wherein both jus-
tice and piety had so fur convinced my judgment, as
not left me wherewithal to make one argument for
denying myself unto commands so justly called for and
laid wpon me.” In conclusion, Wentworth gave them
astill more characteristic warning :—** Again 1 did be-
seech them to look-well about, and be wise by others’
harms. They were not ignorant of the misfortunes
these meetings had run in England of late years. That
therefore they were not to strike their foot upon the
saime stone of distrust, which had o often broken them.
For I could tell them, as one that had, it may be
held my eyes as open upon those proceedings as another
man, that what other accident this mischief might be
ascribed unto, there was nothing else that brought it
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npon us, but the king's standing justly to have the
honour of trust from his people, and an ill-grounded
narww suspicion of theirs, which would not be ever
entreated, albeit it stood with all the reason and wisdom
in"the world. This wes that spirit of the sir that
walked in darkness betwixt them, abusing both, whereon
if once one beam of light and truth had happily re-
flected, it had vanished like smoke before it 1™
The council could not hold to one of their purposes
in the presence of such overawing energy — * where-
wpon they did, with all cheerfulness, assent unto the
eouncil ; professed they would entirely conform them-
gelves unto it ; acknowledged it was most reasonable this
kingdom ehould defray itsed ; that they would not
offer the pardon, or any cther set that might bear the
interpretation of a condition ; that they would send over
no other laws but such as I should like; nay, if I
pleased, they would send over the hill of subsidy
alone,” ¢
Another obstruction remained, which was as flercely
snd immedistely disposed of. The council had ven-
tured to suggest to the lord deputy the existence of an
aneient eostom, whereby the lords of the pale claimed
the right of being consulted respecting the pagjected
! See Strafftrd Papers, vol, L p 290841, for the despatch, in which
B R s e L o
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measures, but which Wentworth had at omce gilenced
by “a direct and round snswer.” Four days afer
this, however, the earl of Fingal, on behulf of, his
brother peers, obtained an interview, and, as the de-

described, * very gravely, and in a kind of elsbo-
rate way, told me,” &e. &e. It is simply necessary to
add, that so peremptory and supremely contemptuous
was Wentworth's reception of these traditionary cluims,
that the lord Fingal was fain to escape from his presence
with a submissive apology.!

Nothing remained now bat the elections. Some
difficulty attended them at the first, but one or two
resolute measures quelled it? In July, 1634, an admi-
rably balanced party of catholics and protestants assem-
bled in the Irish house of commons.

With extraordinary pomp and ceremony? the lord
deputy proceeded to meet them. His speech, however,
was more stariling than his splendour. He begun
by telling them that two sessions should be held ; and
that the first, ** according to the natural order,” should
be devoted to the sovereign, and the second to the

1 Bee the deputy's own account, Straffard Papars, vl L P 46, 4T
7% The priests and Jesits hery,” writes Wentwarth, in a very able
m“mvu}mwinmﬂuﬂhmﬂhl bt and
for this rall the people tr their masses, snd chargo t
ou pain of excommanication, to give their volee with na pritestant
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subject. “ In demanding supplies,” he continued, * T
only require you to provide for your own safety; 1
expect, therefore, your contributions will be both Hberal
and permanent. That s, thére must be a standing
revenue (mark it well) provided by you to supply and
settle the constant payments of the army, For it is
far below my great muster to come at every year's end,
with his hat in his hand, to entreat that you would be
pleased to preserve yourselves.” Moreover, he told
them that, if they expected constant protection without
contribating towards it, they looked for more than had
ever been the portion of 4 “ conquered kingdom.® A
bitter warning succesded this of the fate of English
parlinments.  * Take heed,” he suid, in a lesson from
his own patriotic experiences,  take heed of private
meetings and consults in your chambers, by desizn and
privity aforehand to contrive how o discourse and
carry the public affairs when you come into the houses,
For, besides that they are in themselves unlawful, and
punishable in & grievous measore, 1 never knew them
in all my experience to do any good to the public or to
any particular man. 1 have ofien known them do much
harm to both.” With these were mingled some just
entreatments.  “ Divide not nationally betwixt English
and Irish. The king makes no distinction betwixt you,
but reputes you all without prejudice, and that upon
mafe and true grounds, 1 assure myself, his good and
faithful subjects. And madness it were in you, then, to
raise that wall of separation amongst yourselves, 1If
you should, you know who the old proverh deems
likest to go to the wall ; and, believe me, England will
not prove the weakest. But, above all, divide not be-
tween the interests of the king and his people, as if
there were one beigg of the king, and another being of
his people.” He concluded with a distinct statement,
that their conduet during the session should be attended,
according to its results, with punishment or reward.”!

Not in words only, but equally in the manner of its

1 Strafford Papers, ;JL L pp. 700l
x



a0s PRITISH ETATEEMEN.

delivery, did this speech proclaim the despotic genius
of lord Wentworth. Here he resorted to all those arts
which, as 1 have hefore remarked, are eseentially me-
gessury to the success of ‘the despot ; and illustrated, by
conduet which to such superficial statesmen s my lord
Cottington seemed vain and unneeessary, his profound
knowledge of character. * Well,” he writes to his
more relying friend the archbishop of Canterbury,—
# well, spoken it is since, good or bod 1 canmot tell
whether ; but sure, T am not able yet to belp myself w
a copy of it. But as it was, J apitke it ot Betwizt my
deeth, buf #o lowd and heartily, that I protest unfo gou
I was faind withal af the present, and the woree for it
two or thres doyw aftér. It makes no matter, for this
way T was assured they should have sound at foast, with
how little weight soever it should be attended, And the
success wan answerable. For hod it been fow and mildly
delivered, I might perchance have gotten from them, it
was pretty well,— whereas this way, filling ene of their
senses with noise, and amusing the rest wilh carnestness
and vabemence, they swear (yet forgice them, they know
not what they vay !) it was the best spoken they ever hoard
in their fives. Let Cotlington crock me that mut
L i

Sgeure of his messures, Wentworth demanded at
once the enormous grant of six subsidies® With the
view, at the same time, of preventing the possihility of
thie parties eommunieating in any way with each other,
and so entting from beneath them every ground of mutual
reliance, he introdueed the proposition to the house on
the second day of their meeting, . Ignorant of each
other’s sentiments — incapable of any thing like & plan
of opposition — nothing was left for protestants and

b Btrafied Papers, vl L p 572 P

= He had diflleilty In indueing the privy mund to acorde o
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seatholics but to seek to rival each other, as it were, in
‘the devotion of lovalty. The subsidies were voted un-
conditionally!, amd one voice of profound respect for
‘the lord deputy rose from all? Not less mccessful
was his management of the convoeation of Irish clergy,
which hed been summoned with parliament, and from
whom eight subsidies were ultimately procured. For-
tifiesd with his meney bills, snd just as the session was
on the eve of closing, Wentworth turned with contempt
to the proceedings of the house of lords.? Here had

1 These were the first * setiled subsidies™ that had ever beon pald in
Irvland.  See Papers, vol, i p &7,

9 See Straffunl Fapers, vol. L 1}-[. 77410, Ome restive member there
was, end one only.  Ihis was eir Robers Taltiol; wha, having mentiened
‘Wientworth without a sufficiently awfal t, was instantly expelisd,
and eommitted to custody e, on his knees, he il pardon of t':p [T
guty. Commnis® Joaen, vol. 1, p 118 Lelnnd, vol il p 15 One eass
iy be ddedd tothis ofa very diferent charncier, in prool when West.
warth saw e menns of ﬂfmr:ﬂﬁ' the public serv i e:.m at the coat of
mw.lmﬁl}.ﬂ]thu.ll! mntcure to waive the latter. Among the
procismations be had issued to regulate the Ij:l1rI'lll1||-|'|ll|l."._l' vilting, be ex.

forbade the entrance of any menbet af sither house with his sword,
and oyl this et 1hvuIInu||‘ earl ol Ormiomnil, whd told e asher
tha black rod that ha should luve no sword of his except through hia
Exy resuiluti wos hin gnewer 10 the Bery questoning of tha kond
himseif, — qubrtly producing his majesty’s wiit, which had enfled
him toparfipmiet * einctam cum gladio,™ or © per cincturam gladi," The
doutst oeriired ty the ty, nl the superior value of 3 Drmenid's
servioe b his onmaity ; anad, afver pomsuliation with  his two friemds, sy
Genrge Halelifh und Me Wandmfond,"” the vouth was taken info fovoar:
obliged to Mr. Craftan Croker For the fvoir of this mobe, which T
in 8 manuscapt Gramlation be has been ennugh to leml me, of
Trish portion of the travels of a gasconmling eoxcomb of & Fremche
Sigur de ln Boullsyede.Goaz, who henoursd the jsland with kis
im 15, and obliged the world with & mest smusing scoount of
it 'This very Ormond was then viceroy, snd tho part he had
pilayed to lond Wentworth was curiously onough rivalbed oo this
by the ilustrious Le Goue T fudlowed the train,” cheerves oar
In Mr. Crooker’s happy tranalathon, * in arder to enter mone
but at the deor they ordered me to lay down my sw
pot i, seying that, being born of a condition 1w earry

. 1 wenihil pather not see the castlo than part with my arma.
FII. the suide of the viceroy, beslng from pnliand bearing
Frenchaimrn, ook me by the hand, lnyl.n'h' an whall an
be more favoured than residents,” aod he broaght me i 1
to_him, that his rlvlluyvmﬂr-f—uu! of the Bowards s
when ward fhew g Framoe | 7
It was one of the strukes of the lord depaty’s policy to aggravste every
differemsce between the twa houses  He describes, with slngular lm
ot of hbs despoiciies, s difference of this sort,  * The commons
fer with tha londs, unles they wight #ic and be covered, @ well as
lemiships, which the other would by na weans simit,  For my part I
ny it very near my lesri 00 agteo them, es having heretofare seen

which fallow when they sre in strict undentanding, or at dif-
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been opposition — the positive ensctment of warions
salutary regulations — the considerstion of grievances!
“ 1 let them alone,” says one of his despatches, = ll
the last day that I came into the house to conclude the
session ; but them, being very jealous lest in my time
any thing might ereep in, and grow upon the king's
prerogative in this tender and important particolar!, T
clearly declared they had therein proceeded further than
they had warrant for . . . . . and did beseech their
lordships to be better advised for the future, and not to
exceed that power which was left them by that law, to
wit, — a liberty only to offer by petition to the deputy
and council such considerations zs they might eonceive
to be good for the commonwealth, by them to be trans-
mitted for laws, or staid, as to them should seem best :
whereunto they condescended without any opposition.”
The English ministers were rapt in delight and aston..
ishment! As the time approsched, however, for the
second session — the session of “ graces™ — a shadow
fell over their congratulations. Bucklered with his
law of Poynings, the lord deputy bravely reassured
them. “ For my own part,” he wrote to Cooke — in
the apt simile of an amusement which he was then, in
the intervals of his bodily infirmities, ardently given to
= * for my own part, 1 se¢ not any hazard in it, con-
gidering that we have this lyme hound in our power,
still to take off when we please ; which is not so easy
with your parliaments of Englind, where sometimes
they hunt loose, forth of command, choose and give over
their own gume as they list themselves."? Further,

1 The law of Pryninge

1 Btrafford Fapers, wol. 1 p 306 Wentworth pressrved through life,
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however, to quiet the apprehensions of Charles, and
induce him to suffer the continusnce of parliament,
Wentworth wrote to the king, telling him that the lord
deputy and his couneil meant to take on themselves the
whole responsibility and blame of refusing the obnoxious
graces, while the whole merit of granting such as might
be granted safely should be given to his majesty.!
Wentworth redeemed his pledge. 1t is unnecessary
to describe the proceedings of that session at any length.
Buffice it to say, that the aris anid energy of the first
session were redouhled to a greater suecess in the
second. None of the obnoxious graces were accorded.
He openly told the parliament that he had refused even
to transmit them to England, and asserted his right to
do this under the law of Poynings.? For u time, the
overbearing energy of his measures forced the members
to the silence of fear, —but this was broken by the ca-
tholic party, who, having suffered the most grievous
wrong in the deception, at last made a feeble show of
resistance. Wentworth instantly flung all his influence
for the first time among the protestants, and precipitated
the catholics into a trial of their strength, unadvised
with each other, and utterly unprepared. They were
at onee defeated. The protestants then claimed their
reward, and with an earnestness which was only finally
sibdued by the lord deputy’s threats of worse terrors
than those which their wrongs included® He had

harar o the fleld fooking upen s, where the lood of Fimsakl et off
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nothing left now but to write cne of his most pleasing
despatches to his royal master, containing “ at onece &
clear and full relation of the issue of this second ses.
sion, which was, through the wayward frowardness of
the popish party, e troublesome upon the first access,
but is now recovered and determined by the good assist-
ance of the protestants, with great advantage to your
majesty, by thoee excellent and beneficial Tawe which,
with much tugging, sre gotten from them : and alf fhe
graces prejudicinl to the crown laid alvo 20 sound asleep
ar I am confident they are never to be awakensd more.” |
In the next despatch he had the satisfuetion of assuring
his majesty, that the privilege of impeachment had
been wrested both from lords and commons?; in the
next, that certuin troubles of the convocation had been
most emphatically silenced?; and in the next, that his
majesty was now, in the person of his humble deputy,
the uncontrolled disposer of the destinies of Ireland !
8o now I can say,” wrote Wentworth at the close of
a long despatch, which by the same messenger he had
forwarded to Land, and which contains s remarkable
summary of the many important services he had ren.
dered to the crown, — 40 now J can sty the King is ax
abiolute hereé ar any prince in the whole world ean be,
and may be atill, if it be not apoiled on that side. For,

Dot to seck |1 bils eoumsels, nor was e a prinee that wilher coukd or would
be denied just things™ For the vanos incidents il thike semslom, sow Straf.
fard Pa]len, Yol 3. ppe 390, 051 SRR B0 941 S48, i, 45 S48 AR
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“wo long as his majesty shall have here a deputy of faith
and understanding, and that he be preserved in credin,
and independent upon any but the king himself, Jet it
be laid, as a ground, it is the deputy’s fault if the king
be denied any reasonable desire.”

This was grateful news to Land. Of all the sug-
gesters of the infamous counsels of Charles, Laud and
Wentworth were the most sincere : — Laud, from the
intense faith with which he looked forward to the pos
sible supremacy of the ecelesiastical power, and to which
he was bent upon going, © thorough,” through every ob-
stacle ; — Wentworth, from that strong semse, with
which birth and education had perverted his genins, of
the superior excellence of despotic rule.  Their friend-
ship, in consequence, notwithstanding Wentworth's
immense superiority in point of intellect!, continued
tolerably firm and steady,—most firm, indeed, consider-
ing the mature of their public connection® The let-
ters which passed between them partook of a more
intimate character, in respect of the avowal of ulterior
designs, than either of them, probably, chose to avow
elsewhere ; and though many of their secrets have been
effectually concealed from us by their frequent use of
cyphers, sufficient remain to shadew forth the ex-
tremest purposes of both.

Laud had to regret his position in England, con-
trasted with that of the Irish deputy.  * My lord,"” he

1 Tt ks smosing at times to observa the commissione to which Wentwirth
for the pratification af Lawd, lmeghing at them secretly while
be gravely discharged them. The archbishop himself, however, an
oeeashimal suspicion of this § and is to be seen al times Ensinisating, from
beneath yehves words, & cat-like claw : —* [ poreeive you mean to 'I.lll.ll|ﬁ
he writes to the lard deputy on one occasion, ™ bl a8 Yol your materd
are not cume in ; but if that work do come to me beflire Chiristmas, & you
AR R A Y 1
ﬂdm:é)ﬂ'l'nb"l r_-erpnmq'f agm; widing howsr, iff there b fver @
Bodty 1 m chivreh bo ke if in, and then gou sdoll b el fitked, for

o i Iy mardi yowr sabie alveady, I you have nob reformed It of
which I did look for sn sceount scoording to my remenibrances before this
time" Vol &k p 158 Wentworth had lorgotten one of his friends fret
commissions, which the resder will recollect to have Dedt guoted.

* A curious anid Inl.lrn:thtmmi:;hhl b gleasiend from the Straffond
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writes to Wentworth, speaking of the general affairs of
church and state, “ to speak freely, you may easily pro-
mise more in either kind than 1 ean perform: for, as
for the church, it is so bound up in the forms of the
common law, that it is not possible for me, or for any
man, to do that good which he would, or is hound to
do. For your lordship sees, no man clesrer, that they
which have gotten so much power in and over the
church will not let go their hold; they have, indeed,
fangs with a witness, whatsoever 1 was once said ina
passion to have. dnd for the stute, indeed, my lord, T
am for Thorough; but T see that both thick and thin
atayx somebody, where I conceive it should not 7 and it 4z
impossible for me to go thorough alone. Besides, private
ends are such blocks in the public way, and lie so thick,
that you may promise what you will, and I must per-
form what I can, and no more."!  To this Wentworth
answers in a letter which is not preserved. Its im-
port, however, may be gathered from this remarkable
passage in Laud’s rejoinder: —“ I am very glad o
read your lordship so resolute, and more to hear you
affirm, that the footing of them which go thorough for
our master's service is not now upon fee, as it hath
been. But you are withal upon so many ifs, that by
their help you may preserve any man upon ice, be it
never g0 slippery. As, first, if the common lawyers
may be contuined within their ancient and sober bounds;
if the word Thorough be not left out (as 1 4m certain it
i8) ; if we grow not faint; if we ourselves be not in
fault ; if it come not to peceatum ar fe Torael; if others
will do their parts as thoroughly as you promise for
yourself, and justly conceive of me. Now, | pray, with
%0 many and such ife as these, what may not be done,
and in a brave and noble way ? But can you tell when
these ife will meet, or be brought together ?"2  Satis-
factory is the lord deputy’s returning assurance: —
“ For the ifs your lordship is pleased to impute unto
me, you shall hereafter have more positive doctrine. 1
! Strafford Papers, vol. i p, 11L E Ihid, ol L p 155
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know no reason, then, but you may gz well rule the com—
mon lawyers in England, ws 1, poor beagle, do here ; and
wet that £ do, and will do, in all that eoncerny my mas-
ter's service, upon the peril of my head, 1 am confi-
dent that the king, being pleased to set himself in the
business, is able, by his wisdom and ministers, to earry
any just and honourable action thorough all imaginary
opposition, for real there can be none; that fo start
aside for such panic fears, fantastic apparitions, az a
Prynne or an Eliot shall set wp, were the meanest folly in
the whole world ; that the delits of the eroun faken off,
you may govern ar you please; and most resolute T am
that work may be done, without borrowing any help forth
of the king's lodgings, and that i as dowenright o pee-
catum ex te Israel s ever was, if all thiz be not effected
with speed and ease.” !

Resolutely did the lord deputy, as I have shown,
realise these principles,—and every new act of despotism
which struck terror into Ireland shot comfort to the
heart of Laud, * As for my marginal note,” exclaims
the archhishop, “1 see you deciphered it well, and T
see you make use of it to,— do so still ; thorow and
, thorow. Oh that T were where I might go so too!
but 1 am shackled between delays and uncertainties,
You have a great deal of honour here for your pro-
ceedings. Go on a God's name "% And on Weni-
warth went, stopping at no gratuitous quarrel that had
the slightest'chance of pleasing the archhishop, even to
the demolishing the family tomb of the earl of Cork, —
singe his grace, among his select ecclesinstical researches,
had discovered that the spot occupied by my lord of
Cork's family monuments, was precisely that spot upon
which the communion-table, to answer the purposes of
heaven, ought to stand ! To ministertotheir mutual pur-
e e T outh b s utrass of Sosc) g
The Hﬂﬂ%lm‘l to have relishisd it excesdingdy,

* Strafford Fapers, ol i jp. 00
® Tt woald be impossible to ootice in dedail the varioos

of thy nat even e
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poses, Wentworth also introduced into Ireland the court
of high commission, and wrested it to varions notable
purposes, palitical as well as religious.

The distinction between him and his eonfederate
during all these proceedings is, nevertheless, to be dis-
cerned as widely as the difference of their respective
intellectz.  Wentworth was a despot, but his despotizm
ineluded many noble, though misguided, purposes. Even
with this high commission court, unjustifiable as were
the means, he unquestionably effected an increase to the
respectability and uecfulness of the dlergy, and reformed
the ecclesinstical courts, — while, st the same time, he
mever lost sight of the great present object of his govern-
ment, that it should, “in the way to all these, raise,
perhaps, a good revenue to the crown”! So, while
Laud, in England, was, by a series of horrible perse-
eutions, torturing and mutilating the puritins?, the
deputy of Irelund could boast with perfect truth that,
“since I had the honour to be employed in this place,
no hair of any man's head hath been touched for the
free exercise of his conscience.”?

R

fenticres of his characier. 1 may refer the reader roepecting thin
the earl of Cork to the Strafftse Papera, val. L pin 156, 90, 9L 299 257,
ﬂm@.udlntﬂltlmlmﬂplﬂ Loeil Cark it an
Ingenious plan of thwarting the lord deputy, Ihrmﬂl 1 fuiled in conm
quence of the superior infuence af the latter. He wrate to the bond
Dremaurer Westan, then notoriously jealons of Wentwarth, and opposed to
him wnel Lawst, * entreating his favour, for thst woder this monument the
‘bones of 8 Westnn wis etvlombsed,

! Btrafibrd Papers, val, L T. 187, .

1 “ My, Prynne, prisner |5 the Tower, who hath gnt his ears sewed o8

i

agnin as befure i kis b s e LG W ETTOTE, ™ —
Letier BselamEnger, Lerrard, (o Illl"rl'mﬂ A err. wed, L
o Prytine's ears expiated those “ pew ermom® \l's own
notier fn hin digry [ Nov, 1630, of the punishment of Le hioe, & Seobeh
ﬁ'rhn;, the father of Dishop Leighton, 4 mors lwrri :— " Friday,
Mo ML, part of his semtonee was execated upin Bim i this manner, J.’n
the new palace ut Westminster, In term time. 1. He was severely whipped
Béfiew he was put in the pillary, 4, Being set in thepm_ bhe hat e
of bis san eul off L Ohe shde of his nose slit. 4 D o e chesls
with & rmd-hot iron, with the letters 35, And, on Lhat duy sevennlght, kis
sores upon bl beck, enr, naso, sl face being not oizred, he was whipped
mguin at the pllory W Clespsbie, and there had the remaltder of hissen.
tenee execubed upon him, by cutting off the other ear #littiing the ether
side of the nose, s l:-“d.:n;lﬂn et cl'-nl-.l." Leighton was released,
afler ten " captivity, by Long Pardisment, havi thtne
hfn.l.l s him I1=E.|'II:||'1 il Ihuhl.uulllh Tirnmrlsa, .
See lus etter to Con, the popish residont, Strafind Papers, vol iL p, 112
His corresputaibences with this person ww Ia -Hruwt-?:'thn,:d,u
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Tt is also due to Wentworth to observe that, while,
at this time, with a view to the furtherance of his
general scheme of government, be conceived the vast
and unattsinable praject of reducing all the people of
Ireland to a conformity in religion, the measures by which
he sought to accomplish that project were, many of them,
conceived in the profonmdest spirit of a large and wide-
reaching policy. Theological strife he knew the useless
horrors of,—and he soon discovered, by his * experience
of both houses,” that * the root of all disorders in this
kinglom s the universal dependence of the popieh
faction upen jesuits and frisrs.”! He speedily declared
his determination to the king himself. ©1 judge it,
without all question, far the grestest service that ean
be done unto your crowns, on this side, to draw Ireland
into a conformity of religion with England ; which,
indeed, would undoubtedly set your majesty in greater
strength and safety, within your own dominions, than
any thing now left by the great and happy wisdom of
yourselfl and blessed father unsceomplished, to make us
an happy and secure people within ourselves. And yet,
this being a work rather to be effected by judgment and
degrees than by a giddy zeal and haste, whenever it
shall seem good in your wisdom to attempt it (for T am
confident it is left as u means whereby to glorify your
majesty’s piety to posterity), there will, in the way
towards it, many things fall continually in debate and
consideration at the board, with which it will be very
unfit any of the contrary religion be aequainted.” 2

Urged by the English couneil, he set about the great
work. Undisguised was the astonishment of the arch-
bishop, however, at the slow and gradual means pro-
posed by the lord deputy. His grace had fancied that
the trouts who had been so completely tickled out of
their money® might be as easily tickled out of their

n.ﬂpiﬂmi-nw-huhummmmwﬁ»
! Straifted wol, Lo 431, 475 2 Thied, . 307
1 % Nuw fie tpot i, i the salmon of that river b bad, yet your s ig
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religion, or any thing else. The lord Wentworth thonght
differently. " It will be ever far forth of my heart,” he:
wrote, in answer to urgent pressings of the question,
accompanied with especial requests for the enforcing
of fines for nonconformity, *to conceive that a con-
formity in religion is not above all other things prin
cipally to be intended. For, undoubtedly, till we be
brought all under one form of divine service, the crown
is never safe on this side; but yet the time and cir-
enmstances may very well be disecoursed, and sure I do
not hold this a fit season to disquiet or sting them in
this kind ; and my réasons are divers. This course alone
will never bring them to church, being rather an engine
to dmin money out of their pockets, than to raise a right
belief and faith in their hearts, and =0 doth not indeed
tend to that end it sets forth. The subsidies are now
in paying, which were given with an universal alacrity;
and very graceful it will be in the king to indulge them
otherwise as much as may be till they be paid, It were
too much at once to distemper them, by bringing plant-
ations upon them, and disturbing them in the exercise
of their religion, so long a it be without scandal. And
so, indeed, very inconsiderate, as 1 conceive, to move in
this latter, till that former be fully settled, and by that
means the protestant party become by much the stronger,
which, in truth, as yet I do not conceive it to be.
Lnﬂy, the great work of reformation ought net, in my
opinion, to be fallen upon, till all incidents be folly
provided for, the army rightly furnished, the forts re-
paired, money in the coffers, and such a preparation in
view as might deter any malevolent licentious spirit to
stir wp ill humour in oppesition to his majesty’s pious
intendments therein ; nor ought the execution of this to
proceed by step or dtﬁl‘ﬂ.‘l, but all righdy dispersed,
o be undertaken and gone through withal st onee.
And certainly in the mean time, the less you call the

the skoce you Eave so many trouts that be tickled
'H oot of them." — Lawd fe Hﬂt:-amw'm“’ nl..t
B
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conceit of it into their memory, the betler it will be for
us, and themselves the quicter;—so, as i’ there were no
wiser than I, the bishops should be privalely required
to forbear these ooclosiastical censures 0l they under-
slood further of his majesly’s pleasure therein,”!
Steadily he proceeded, as if already in the far, but
not uncertain, distance, be saw the secomplishment of
this extraordinary design. He began at what he con-
eeived to be the root of the evil. The churches had
fallen to ruin ; the chareh revenves had been cut to
pieces by long leases and frandulent appropristions ; and
the offices of the chureh hatd been given into the hands
of the ignorant, — since to such only the shject poverty
of her means offered any of the inducements of serviee.?
“ Now,"” wrote Wentworth to the still precipitate arch-
bighop,  to attempt the reducing of this kingdom to a
conformity in religion with the church of England,
before the decays of the material churches here be re-
paired, an able clergy be provided, that so there might
be both wherewith to receive, instruct, and keep the
people, were ar a man going to warfire without munition
or arms, It being, therefore, most certain thal this to
be wished reformation must firat work from ourselves, 1
am bold to transmit over to your grace these few pro-
positions, for the better ordering this poor church, which
hath thus long laid in the silent dark. The best en-
trance to the cure will be, clearly to discover the state
of the patient, which I find many ways distempened ; —
an unlearned clergy, which have not so much as the
outward form of churchmen to cover themselves with,
nor their persons any ways reverenced or protected ; the
churches unbuilt ; the parsonage and vicarage houses
utterly ruined ; the people untaught thorough the non-

1 Seraffird ol i, pe 4L
® The reader will e startied, protabily, to hear the vatue of some of the
Irish Wshopricks in that day,  * The ol buabep of Kilfsom,™ wriles
Wentworth Lo Lawl, * is dewsl, sl his bishoprick cne of these which,
when it (alls, joes a hegging for a new husband, being pot worth abines
iﬁﬂm%“ mn‘; “ﬂm ;na.w Lnen
L
:rﬂlmmhmr—mm#i-}m
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residency of the clergy, occasioned by the unlimited
shameful numbers of spiritual promotions with cure of
sauls, which they hold by commendims ; the rites and
ceremonies of the church run over without all decency
of habit, order, or gravity, in the course of their service ;
the possessions of the chureh, to a great proportion, in
lny-hanis; the bishops farming out their jurisdictions to
mean and unwarthy persons :— " and so, through all the
sources of the evil, in a despatch of elaborate learning and
profound suggestion, the lord deputy proceeds, enforcing
upon the archhishop, finally, that he must surrender his
present hopes of any immediate result, “ 1t wouldbe a
brainsick zeal and a goodly reformation traly,” he ex-
claims, ina supplementary despateh of yet greater energy
anil earnestness, “ to force a conformity to a religion,
whereas yet there is hardly to be found a church to
receive, or an able minister to teach, the people. N,
no; let us fit ourselves in these two, and settle his
majesty's payments for the army, discharge his debts,
anil then have with them and spare not! 1 believe the
hottest will not set his foot faster or further on than 1
ghall do, In the mean time, 1 appeal to any equal-
minded man, whether they or I be more in the right.”
Unparalleled were the confidence and self-possessed
resource with which Wentworth's great schemes now
ran side by side. At one and the same moment he
forced the revenue by which his projected buildings in
the church were to be raised, and eleared away the
obstructions which still covered the sites he had selected,
The decision of ecelesinstical rights was removed by
him from the courts of common law to the Costle.
chamber ; the earl of Cprk was forced to restore an
annual revenue of 20000, which had been originally
wrested from the church ; and, understanding that the
bishop of Killala had been meddling with underhand
bargains to defrand his see, he sent for him to the
presence  chamber, and told him, with open  and
bitter severity, that he deserved to have his surplice
pulled over his ears, and to be turned out of the church
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on & stiperud of four nobles a year !!  His usual success
followed these measures ; lands and tithes came pouring
into his hands ; and he issued a commission for the re-
pair of churches, and won for it a ready obedience ?

In the midst of his labours, Wentworth turned aside,
for & moment, to prefer a personal suit to the king.
Consileration in the eyes of those over whom he held
&0 etrict and stern a hand, was beyond all things valu-
able to him, 1t was, indeed, the very materiel of his
scheme of government. He appears therefore to have
felt at this time, that some sndden and great promotion
from the king to himself would give his government an
exaltation in the eyes of that *“ wild and rude people,”
of infinite importance to its security. His claims upon
the king were immeasurable, as his services had been
admitted to be. He wrote to him, to solicit an earldom.
* The ambition,” he said, *which moves me power-
fully to serve your majesty, as my chligations are above
those that preceded in this imployment, suggests unto
me an hope I may be more rmabled in these restless
desires of mine, if I might, before our meeting again in
parliament, receive so great a mark of your favour as to
have this family honoured with an esrldom. 1 have
chosen therefore with all humbleness to adiress these
lines immediately to yourself, ns one utterly purposed
to acknowledge all to your princely grace, and without
deriving the least of the privity of thanks elsewhere.”
A characteristic desire closed the letter, that *“ no other
person know hereafier your majesty found it in your
wisdom not fit to be done.”@  And euch was Charles’s
short-sighted and selfish wisdom | He refused the re-
quest. It was sufficient for his purpose that Wentworth

! Bee the Strafibrd Papers, wol, L pp 151158 171 583, &c.
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was now indissolubly bound to him, since the personal
hatred his measures had already excited in the English
popular party prei:]‘llr]!d the possibility of his return to
them. Nor had Wentworth provoked the hatred of the
popular party alone, Under his superior tyranny, the
lords of petty despotism had been crushed!, and in-
capable oppressors had become the lord deputy’s fiercest
accusers of oppression. To please the king, moreover,
he had taken upon himself the refusal of various offices
to his more importunate courtiers, eareless of the odium
he provoked and scomed. To heap upon him any
marks of personal favour, under such circumstances,
was an act of courage and honesty which the weak
monarch did not dare attempt.  Such wretched tools as
Buckingham were more to his personal Iiking, though
less in the balance of his treasury ! I desire you not
to think," he wrote, after refusing the lord deputy’s suit,
 that 1 pm displeased with the asking, though for the
present 1 grant it not.  For, 1 acknowledge that noble
minde are always accompanied with lawful ambitions,
And be confident that your services have moved me
more than it is possible for any eloguence or impor-
tunity to do. So that your letter was not the first
proposer of putting marks of favour on you; and I am
certain that you will willingly stay my time, now ye
" Hin inguitses Into guestionsble titles and church grants haid exploded
O T T T T
% I vesgroct af opgusition o the aritocmcy, ol eapecially his hahlt of
y Tefusing any presents or concilistory fnvours from them, 1
a eharucteristio pasage from u despatch of the seoretary Windehank, —
* Thosiggh, while we linsd (he happiness and boooor to have ymir ssistanes
et ut the council board, you made many il feces with your jsen [poralon
F bwarcch gour lordabip, (e over froe comure of yesr F img Al
warse ofl with your speech inlly in thee busines of Ined
Faleonberg, sir Thomas Gare, Vermi snd edhers, vot | understand
you muke warse there in Ireland, anil there never sppeared 8 wane face
umber a cork upon & hatile, tn yoar lontship hath coused some (o make
fin ﬁ?;l'i"l wuch church livings as their senl bhad esten w Another
remarkabie error of your lerdship, which makes mueh mnise B that
rofuse all presents, for which in one particalar haal your reward.
‘A da pid, that @ servand brimghig o o presend &y masfer, ord
puwr fordship refusimg i, the srvant e i haer nome o
roward. By $his goiir lordadip may preceive how cirewsapee! gow m
reaaam 0 be off gusr ways, comnidrring ke mony madicioug oy ore
; :ﬁ#ﬁfﬂrﬂam fhey molst of gour tﬂm"-wﬁ
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know my mind so freely ; that T may do all thirgs
a mi modo. !

This refusal was sorely felt by Wentworth. Cover-
ing their allusion to the king, he threw into his next
despatch to Cottington some expressions of uneasy
regret. I spend more here than 1 have of entertain-
ments from his majesty, [ suffer extreamly in my own
private at home, 1 spend my body and spirits with
extream toil, T sometimes undergo the misconstructions
of those 1 conceived, should not, would not, have used
me s0. , .. But I am resolved to complain of nothing.
I have been something unprosperous, slowly heard, and
a5 coldly answered that way, I will either subsist by
the integrity of my own actions, or I will perish,”2

The lord deputy’s relief was in the measures with
which his enterprising genius had surrounded him.
1 have alluded to his repression of certuin turbulences
that had arisen in the convocation : — he now, by his per-
sonal influence, prevailed with the leawrned Usher to
surrender the ecelesinstical articles he had forwarded to
Treland, and which were any thing but acceptable to
Loud ; he forced upon the clergy a series of hateful
metropolitan  canons ; and, by a series of measures
similar in spirit to those which had subdued the par-
liament, he confounded and subdued the restless parsons.*
In an early despatch, he had to boast of only one dis-
sentient voice from a new and most astounding ** pro-
testant uniformity” !

The Irich common lawyers now received some further
proofe of his care, with intelligible hints of his pro-
spective schemes, He presented them with the majority
of the English statutes thut had been passed since the time
of Poynings, but exacted from them certain conditions,
at the same time, which soon enabled him to deseribe
to the king in the following terms his Irish ministers
of justice; — * Not declined to serve other men's un-
warrantahble purposes by any importunity or application ;

1 Brraffird Pa vol . p 532 ¥ [had. p 3H
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never in 80 much power and estimation in the state and
with the sulject, as now, and yet contained in that due
subordination to the erown as is fit ; ministring whaolly
to uphold the sovereignty ; earrying a direct aspect upon
the prerogatives of his majesty, without squinting aside
upon the volgar and vain opinions of the populsce,”!
The army next engaged his attention. He supplied
them with clothes, with arms, with ammunition ; he
redeemed them from licentiousness?, and strengthened
them in numbers and in discipline. He completed
several regiments of foot, collected together some most
efficient cavalry, and, in a very short time, astonished
the court in England by returns of a richly sppointed
and well marshalled force. They heard with still greater
astonishment that the lord depaty himself could find
time to visit the whole army, and to inspect every
individual in it! And he further declared to them, that
he held himself ever ready to mount horse a1 2 moment's
warning, and lead a troop of his own, raised and ac-
coutred at his own charge, to repress, by a sudden
movement, any popular commotion?  Vainly, however,
he strave to communicate energy enough to Charles to
procure his seconding some wider schemes projected by
him in reference to the army. The army was the key-
stone of that vast building which the imagination of
Wentworth had already raised in the distance, The
army was to hang in potent control over every thing, to
be “the great peace-maker betwixt the British and the
natives, betwixt the protestant and the papist, and the

'm‘.rlm['q)!ﬂ‘ﬂﬁ. 4
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chief securer, under God and his majesty, of the future
and past plantations.” But Wentworth was foiled,
by the indolent envy of his English coadjutors, from
realising the great desire he held, *Fthat his majesty
breed up and have a seminary of soldiers in some part
or other of his dominions." !

Indolent envy anidl active opposition notwithstanding,
—the general reputation of the lord deputy of Lreland
increased daily, *° Mr. secretury Cooke,” wrote lord
Cottington to him, **is so diligent and careful to give
your lordship an account of all your dispatches aml
answers to them, as there is nothing for e to say, but
that for ought 1 can discern every body else is so too.
My lord marshal is your own, my lord of Canterbury
your chaplain, secretary Windebank your man, the king
your favourite, anid I your good lord. In earnest you
have a mighty stock of opinion amongst us, which must
of necessity make you dammnable proud, if you take nog
heed.”? The lord treasurer Weston alone, the old pro-
pitiator of the king's regards to the quondam supporter
of the petition of rights, bot now bitterly jealous of
Woentworth's friendship with Loud, scarcely cared to
conceal his animosity. A fatal attack of illness, how-
ever, at this time removed Weston; and the only alloy
which served to dash the seeret satisfuction with which
the news of this event was received by Wentworth, was
the existence of very decided rumours that the wacant
stafl’ would be offired to himself.

1 Sgrafford Pa , voll iL o 19E 2 Thid. wol. | @ 490
] h.}'M IruII‘Il::'i Flpﬂi'l]:m]' ford treasorer sometime l;.l'l.»nhm death
whshal me o ookl e Extreme ousd of T o Wil to
my bord ol rm;’ubum.q -ﬁ:umr out nrﬂ:mw{uﬂmlum u:!'m
ol as s men af & = T 'h.m-u-m
-i'tlnnt:_;—fm:,lm 1 did stonmach it very much i be o
mpanty suipectad (being as innocont and cler of erime towands him o thie
day), comsidéring that | had upon my coming from eourl given him as
atrong a testimony of my faith usd tn his wifuirs, nuy, indeed, &
Strotger, than sny other friend he had, durst, or st least would, do fiir kim
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[ have already touched on the many objections which
Wentworth entertained to am office of this sort; and he
now sought by every meins, and with characteristic
energy, to prevent its being offered to him atall. To
his friends who wrote to him urging its acceptanes, he
peremptorily answered ; and, at the same time, by the
same messenger, forwarded various requests to several
of them, that they would take on themselves to intimate
in every quarter, as plainly as possible, their knowledge
of his objection to it. In further promotion of this
ohject, he practised a very singular piece of deception.
His retained gossip, Mr. Garrard —who continued faith-
fully and regularly, in the absence of 2 newspaper, to
fulfil all the duties of one, and to retail to the deputy all
the pecurrences and scandal of the court and the cty —
had given him from time to time most minute accounts of
the illness of Weston through its progressive stages, and
finally had reported his desth.! It was Wentworth's
policy, however, to convey to the court, that, so indif-
ferent was he in respeet of Weston's office, he had
never troubled himself to inquire the probable issue of
his illness, and, indeed, had never heard of it. As
soon, therefore, as an official intimation of the cecur-
rence was sent to him from Cottington, we find him
answering thus | — # My very good lord, I was never
more surprised in my life than upon the reading of your
last letter ; not having had any notice of my lord frea-
surer’s Iast indisposition before.  And how it happens
1 know not, but I am sure, 1 was never well since
almost, and that Monday night last 1 swooned twice
before they could get off my cloathes.”? — And again,
wssuring lord Newcastle:—* Yet 1 protest, 1 ever
wished well to his person, and am heartily sorry for
his death, which was significd unto me by my lord
Cottington, before I heard any thing of his sicknesy, and
took me in a manner by surprize.”

| See Stratird Pagers, vol i pp. 343 574 357, he.
Strafford Papers, vol L p. 20
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These precautions were suceessful. Left settled in his
government of Ireland, he next sought, by every pos-
sible respurce, to establish a permanent revenue. In
this pursuit he exhausted his industry, his energy, his
genins.  Under his superintendence, the produce of the
customs rose, within four years, from 12,0000, » year
to 40,000, and continued to advance rapidly. Nor
were the means by which it was accomplished other
than just and honoursble. He jmproved the method
of collection, protected the coasts, swept the channel
ani the harbours of pirates, and, in fine, —lifted the
commerce and the shipping of Ireland into a rich
prosperity, by freeing it from danger. My humble
ailvice,” observes Wentworth, * for the increase of
trade was, that his majesty should not suffer any act
of hostility to be offered to any merchants or their
goods within the channel, which was to be preserved
and privileged, as the greatest of his majesty’s ports,
in the same nature and property 28 the Venetian state
do their Gulf, and the king of Denmark his Sound : —
and therefore 1 Humbly besought his mujesty and their
Tordships, that it might accordingly be remembred and

for, in all future treaties with foreign princes.”
In completion of this scheme, the lord deputy struggled
hard to rescue the trade of Ireland from several ahsurd
restrictions and monopolies ; and in this, having par-
tially succeeded, his government left 2 claim for
gratimde which is remaining still.!

In resorting to just measures pecasionally, however,
when they were not found to interfere with his ulterior
schemes, Wentworth had taught himself no lesson af
mastership of the records wers by mo means sufficient to heal ovet-

Thie trensury was sdministered by commission for twelve moiths, when it
thver satanishment of all who were still 1
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refraining from what was unjust. Money was to be
had somehow —if justly, well — if not, it was to be had
no less. He now, for instance, imposed a licence upon
the retil of tobaceo, and himself farmed the privilege
for an annual vent of 7000, snd, finally, of 12,00
A tax was laill also on brewing, by way of feeler for the
introduction of the excise, — an ohject of mortal hatred
with the Irish,

The statutes of wills and uses were introdueed, no
less beneficial to the ecrown, and happily more just to
the subject. They strengthened the tenure of property,
fixed a remedy against fraudulent conveyances, restored
widows to their jointures, and heirs to their inherit-
ances. What was vastly more important to Wentworth,
they increased the king's fines in the court of wards, by
10,0004 a year! A mint, also, was erceted in Ire-
land, in spite of desperate opposition from the officers
of the English mint, with the view of remedying
the excessive scarcity of coin; workmen were intro.
duced from England, to sink in varions parts of the
island for saltperre, which Wentwortly fancied might be
obtained 1o commercial purposes ; and he made several
successful efforts to work the silver mines and marble
quarries!

Lireater projects, too, than these, ocoupied the mind
of the lord deputy. Before he set footin Ireland?, he
had coneeived the noble scheme of opening a victualling
trade between Ireland and Spain.  The distrust with

! 1 have alrendy ied various authuosities fir thess mensares, tnowhich
el s e Ve
B Ko o Loy 3t wAih e e s et aa et
grentness enid domdnion, hg;vm thve coffiers s exsheqaer, (f the T

of Sure 1 am, oot this [t ShRE her heensts
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Etreams of blood she hath bees w'.;u prﬂwt:llul.:, IHT;NMHQ
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which the patriotic party regarded Spain may have in-
fiuenced him first, as if in deflance, to rise superior to
such “ vain apprehensions ;"' —but be that as it might,
his despatches vindicate his plan. They show how
admirshly the commodities and the wants of the respec-
tive kingdoms correspond, and how closely reciprocal
are their interests, They even supply a statement,
drawn up with enormous pains from the information of
various commercial agents, of the commodities which
each port in Spain could either receive from Ireland, or
give back in return. In one matier especially Wentworth
saw the source of enormous advantage, —sinee the great
annual Aeets to the colonies, which were so often detained
in the Bpanish harbours for want of provisions, could
clearly be supplied far more conveniently and cheaply
from Ireland than from any other country in Europe.
Contemporaneously with this measure, the lord deputy
had resolved to attempt two other projects, * And
surely, sir,” he wrote to the king, ** if we be able to fur-
nish, and go through with this undertaking, — increase
the growth and set up the manufactory of hemp and
flax in that your kingdom,-—1 will hope to leave vour
sulijects there in much happler condition than I found
them, without the least prejudice to your subjects here.
For this is a ground I take with me, thaf fo serve your
mafesty compleatly well in Freland, we must nof only
endearvour to enrich them, but make sure still to hold
them dependant upon the erown, and not able fo subsist
without us. Which will be effected, by wholly laying
aside the manufacture of wools into cloth or staff there,
and by furnishing them from this kingdom ; and then
making your majesty sole merchant of all salts on that
side: —for thus shall they not only have their cloathing,
the improvement of all their pative commodities, (which
are principally preserved by salt), and their victual it-
gelf  from hence (strong ties and enforcements opon
their allegiance and obedience to your majesty),— but a
means found, I trust, much to sdvance your majesty’s
revenue upon salt, and to improve your costoms. The
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wools there grown, and the cloths there worn, thus pay-
ing douhle duties to your erown in both kingdoms; and
the salt sutward here, both inward and outward there.” !
In such principles as these, as through the majority
of Wentworth's despotic schemes, some good wrestled
with the evil. The linen manufacture, for instance,
springing out of this monstrous intention, turned out
to be a blesding to the island. Having learnt, on his
arrival in the country, that vo article for export wes
manufactured there, except a small quantity of coarse
woollen yarn, and unwilling, by encouraging this
branch, to interfere with the staple of England, he in-
stantly resolved, by introducing the general cultivation
of flax, to induce the manufacture of linem. At his
own charge and adventure he imported and sowed a
quantity of superior flax seed:—the mext year, his
first crop having outgone his expectation, he expended
10007, on the same venture, erected a vast number of
looms, procured workmen from France and Flanders,
and at lnst sent forth a ship to Spain, at his own risk?,
with the first investment of linen that had ever beem
exported from Ireland.  Banguine of hopes so well laid,
Wentworth then hazarded a prediction which has since
been amply realised ! * Very ambitious am 1,” writes
he to sir Willinm Boswell, * to set up & trade of linen-
clothing in these parts, which, if God bless, so as it be
effected, will, I dare say, be the greatest enmiching to
this kingdom that ever befel it."? The other project
he had set up along with this, happily fell to the ground
for want of encouragement. In proposing to monopo-
lise the sale of salt, without which the Irish eould
neither carry on their victualling trade, nor care their
ordinary provisions, and which was at that time either
manufactured by patentees or imported from abroad,
lord Wentworth reckoned on o considerable increase of

! Sgrafind Papers, vol. L pp. 53, B4
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revenue, and the reduction of the Trish to a state of
complete dependence. The internal manufacture abo-
lished, — it would be next to impessible to smuggle a
commodity so bulky and =o perishable by sea, and yet,
he urged, < again of so absolute necessity, as it cannot
possibly stay upon his mjesty’s hand, but must be had
whether they will or no, and may at all times be raised
in price 5o far forth as his majesty shall judge to stand
with reason and homour. Witness the Gabelles of
salt in France”' This once accomplished, Went-
worth felt he would have in his own hands the
disposal of the food and the clothing of the Irish,
and he pressed it with all his vehemence. * Hold-
ing them,” exclimed he, * from the manufacture
of wool (which, unless otherwise directed, 1 shall by
all means discourage), and then inforcing them to
fetch their cloathing from thence, and to take their salt
from the king (being that which preserves and gives
value to all their native staple commodities), how can
from us, without nakedness and beggury ?
Which in itself is so weighty a consideration as a small
profit should not bear it down!™ -The small profit, how-
ever, in consequence of the jealousies of Weston, did
bear it down, and the lord deputy was obliged at last to
surrender it
The embarrsssments of the Trish treasury had mow
vanished, no anticipations any longer weakened it, every
charge of government was puid to = day, —and, in the
fifth year of his power, lord Wentworth announced to
the king thntéhe armual revenue wonld exceed the ex-
penditure by 60,0001
This, then, was being “ crowned with the com-
pletest success!"  For, pecording to such political
reasoners a= M, de Lally Tolendal, the prosperity of the
exchequer is the true test of the well-being of the state,
and as fong as a wretched people e be fattered or
terrified into  coining their hearts” in sums, the king
is ably served, and the minister is borne ont in his ex-
1 Strafford Papers, vol. |, pp. 192, 1830 end soe pp. 182 353 HE
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actions, Yet Wentworth deserves better advocates !
and it is perhaps due to his fame as a statesman, to keep
in mind that we do not view his system in a perfect
state, sinee the ground, as it were, had only been cleared
for the building, when desth struck down the builder.
Yorkshire, meanwhile, and Wentworth Wood-
house, had not been forgotten by the lord deputy ! I
he had been living simply as a private gentleman in
Ireland, instead of being the immediate manager and
director of schemes which wonld have overwhelmed the
strength of a dozen ordinary men, —he could not have
sttended with greater minuteness and apparent ease to
his private affairs in England. I cannot resist extract-
ing here some passages from an extraordinary letter to his
early tutor, Mr. Greenwood, which occasion has already
been taken to vefer to. It is ome of the most singular
proofs that could be found any where, of the compatibi-
lity of a comprehensive genins with a vigilant attention
to the most minute details, From his viceroyalty the
lord Wentworth can signify his desire * that my tenants
use their gronnds and houses, as honest men and good
husbands cught to do, aceording to their several loases ;
that my woods be preserved, and at due seasons folled and
sold to the best profit, spring_woods [ mesn: that the
hedges and fences be preserved ; that the ponds, phes-
sants, partridges, and parks be preserved, and a= much
profit made of the herbage of Tankersly park as may be
without hurt to the deer ; that fires be kept in the houses
at Woodhouse and Tankersly, and that the housekeepers
preserve the rooms sweet, and the stuff without spoil,
and principally that the houses be kept dry from taking
of rain ;"—that *“the keeper of Tankersly must have
the more immediate care of the woods belonging tn
Tankersly, especially those within the park, mnd to see
that the pond-heads there be kept up, and the water
to have a large and open passage to run away in the
time of flood, and the grates so cleansed and firm 23
they break not, nor vet choak up, in which cases all
the fish will be sure to go away with the flood.” — And
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again, that “ none of my demains be plowed in any
case. 1 understand in this Richard Marris hath net
followed my direction, which indeed, now and then,
if & man would never so fain, he would have done.
Bat if upon advice taken with you and Hobin Rockley,
you find at any time good for the grounds they were
broken up, then would T have them plowed for my
own use ( fir I know right well the profit of those new
rift groundy), taking still care that they be well limed
and manured, and so Jeft as fat and full in heart as
mighe be, to which purpese 1 would have no cost
spared, for I would have the grounds about my howses
kept aloft, 0 as there may be beauty and plensure com-
municatod even from fhem fo the houses themselves.”
With these desires are conveyed o vast host of minor
directions respecting the servants he would have Green-
wood reward, promote, confide in, or distrust. Nor does
he forget to —* beseech you to canse my new study
there which looks into the lhall, to be glazed, strong
doors and locks to be set upon it ; and such boxes being
made as are at Woodhouse, which Richard Forster
will, upon your direetion, give notice for, the evidence
may be put into those boxes, and set in that sudy,
where they will be more safe and handsomely kept than
where they are now.  1f you could canse like locks 1o
be made for that study, as are at Woodhouse, so that
one key might open the locks in both places, it were
much the better, and advising a little with Richard
Forster, he might o0 order the matter as to have them
80 :"—and to beg that ** the red damask bed with stools,
canapies, chairs, &c. belonging thereunto, be earefully
looked unto.,” We learn also, from this omniscient
despatch, that the death of his stewsrd, Richard Marris,
—**trouhles me not so much, albeit in truth I loved him
very well, as the sadness and ind.eediftm'fulhm of the
misfortune, thorough which he was lost, most grievous,
God knows, for him, and scandalous to all that have
relation to him, amongst the rest, 1 am sure to have
my share. Nor do I think that he was drowned a8 you
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write, for then how should one pocket be dry?  But
rather that, heavy with drink, he dropped from his horee
near the place where iz cloak loy, ond, s it may be,
amazed with the fall, was drogged by the horse, and the
girths looring, left in that wet place, where he wos found
dead, and where, doubtless for want of company, and
in & cold night and lodging, stormed to death. But
enough of so woful a sabject, which I wish might never
be mentioned or remembred again, further than to
consider in it the just judgments of God, and to deter
us from this swinish vice, and all other which may
draw down upon ourselves like punishments.” Sube
joining this, the course to be pursued with respect to
the brother and heir of the deceased is Jaid down at
great length, und in all its possible bearings, coupled
with the following characteristic notice: —* 1 pray
you inany case, if it mey be, let him he drawn to this
by fair and still means ; but if that work not with him,
then would I have you let him know, that, until the
aeeount be declared betwixt me snd his brother, which
I am most willing and desirous may be before the next
spring fairly examined by suditors indifferently chosen
betwixt us, J will hold the possession both of lands and
poods ¢ that T will asvign my debt to the king, and s
extend and keep in exlent the whole estate, till I be
hanestly and truly satigfied ; ss also that I will perform
that last office in accomplishment of that which I
know was his brother’s intention, to see all his other
oreditors justly paid before he meddle with the estate,—
but that then at after, I will not be his loss, by the help
of God, one farthing. And 1 pray you, if the first
milder way take not (which if there be either

or conscience in the man methinks it chould), then to
proceed roundly the other way, holding all you have,
putting the bonds of Darcy Wentworth and Pieter
Man in suit upon the land, and keeping all in the state
you have already so well settled them, till my coming
over.” The reverend gentleman had previously been
given to understand that,—* as for all my rents, the
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course I desire to be beld, is thus. A month after every
rent day, I would have & time appointed when your-
self and Robert Rockley may meet, and all the bailiffs
to be appointed to attend you,— there receive their se-
counts, giving them strict charge to gather what shall
be behind, and to bring the remainder and finish their
account at Thornhill within a month after. And 1 be-
seech you give them no sparing, for 1 have suffiered
very much by it ; however, 1 never could perceive my
tenants were a groat the better : — besides, when they find
they shall be distrained upon, they will observe their
day carefully, so as within a rent day or two, this
course strictly observed, the rents will come in without
any stop.” The whole production is, indeed, impressed
with the peculiarities of Wentworth's subtle and ener-
getic genius ; nor was their reason for Mr. Greenwooil
to doubt, as he is at the close assured, thst the writer
 ypon a good occasion would mot deny his life to
him."

S0 also, burthencd with his mighty schemes, the lord
deputy found time for every office of private service, of
friendship, and of scholarlike amusement. He made
his newsman, Mr. Garrard, forward him copies of Dr.
Donne’s poetry!, which he was amaringly fond of ;
gathered antiquities for the king? ; vanquished Inigo
Jones in a discussion on architecture? ; reared a young
greyhound among his own children for the littie prince
of York#; corresponded with old friends in York-
ghire® ; discussed with Vandyke on varions marbles ;

1 Straffbrd Papers, vol. L . 58, &c 2 Thad, wol 1L p AL
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hunted, hawked !, and played at the games of primero
and mayo. “ He played excellently well,” says” Rad-
cliffe ; ““ and for company sake, in Christmas, and
after supper, he would play sometimes ; yet he never
was much taken with it, nor used it excessively, but as
a recreation should be used. His chief recreation was
after supper, when, if he had company, which were
suitable unto him, that is, honest chearful men, he
would retire into an inner room, and set two or three
hours, faking tobacco and felling storier with great
plensantnesy and freedom @ and this he used constantly,
with all familiarity in private, laying then sside all
state and that due respect which in publick he would
expeel.”

Never for a single instant, however, were the public
affuirs suffered to wait his leisure. They threatened
now to demand more than ordinary care, for the king
had resolutely thwarted the deputy in his desire to con-
tinue the parlinment. * My ressons,” he wrote, * are
grounded upon my experience of them here. They are of
the nature of cats, they ever grow curst with age, so
that if ye will have good of them, put them off hand-
somely when they come to any age, for young omes
are ever most tractable. . . . Now that we are well, let
us content ourselves therewith.,”? Charles, at the same
time, had urged upon his minister the preferable course
of following out their plane (which were far more fa-
voured with himself than even a submissive Irish par-
liament), of increasing the estates of the crown by a
gearch after defective titles. Wentworth, upon this, set
resolutely to work. He examined various old records,
and discovered that the whole province of Connaught,
an the forfeiture of its Irish chieftain, had lapsed, many
years ago, to the erown. It had, indeed, even since
that time, again been granted away, but the court
hﬂmﬂu#dtﬁﬂfﬂuﬂd flaws in the CONVEYANCes OF

! * Im his fater days,” mmq“hﬂiﬂhmuuu

Bawks Ay, though he &l
o~ “Ft%- Wntww'ﬂ:‘rmmh-
m-mm aip. 351



EARL OF STRAFFORD. 8387

made them. 1t will be recollected that a resognition of
the validity of such titles formed one of the olnoxious
# graces " which Wentworth had Iaid to sleep so soundly,

Pledging himself at once to the king, therefore, that
he would reduce Connaught to the ahsolute possession of
the erown, — the lord deputy proceeded into the county
of Roscommon, summoned a jury composed of ** per-
sous of such means as might answer the king a round
fine in the Castle-chamber, in case they should prevari-
cate, and who, in all seeming, even out of that reason,
would be more fearful to tread shamefully and impu-
dently aside from the truth, than such as had less, or
nathing, to lose,” | — told them that his present appeal to
them was & mere act of courtesy, and, in return for a
series of deep and significant threats, received a ready
obedience. The same scenes, with the same resulis,
were scted in Mayo and Sligo, and lord Wentworth
went on to Galway.

Here he was prepared for opposition. The people,
chiefly Roman catholics, were supported by a formidable
body of priests, and had the strenuous countenance and
assistance of their hereditary lord, the ear] of St Albans
and Clanricarde, a nobleman of esteem at the English
court. ‘The spirit of Wentworth rose at the prospect,
and he prepared the court, in a memorable despatch, for
the measures they were to expect from him ;—* If it
he followed with just severity,” he wrote, “ this oppos-
ition will prove of great use to the crown, as any one
thing that hath happened, since this plantation fell in
propesition. 1t shall not only, with a considerable ad-
difion of revenue, bring security to this county, which
of the whole kingdom most requires it, but make all the
succeeding plantations pass with the greatest quictness
that can be desired. Whereas if this froward humour
be negligently or loosely bandled, it will not only blemish
the honour and comeliness of that which is effected
already, but cut off all hope for the future,” Hesum-

+ Seraffird Papers, vol L p H25 & despateh in which the sutire pros
cestings are charncteristically givel
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mooed a jury on the same principle as in the preceding
counties. They were obstinate in their refusal to obey
him. The sheriff who had selected them was instantly
fined 1000L ; the jurors themselves were cited into the
Castle_chamber, and fined 40000, each ; and the earl of
Clanricarde! received o heavy reprimand from the court,
and was made to soffer severely, Bitter murmurs were
heard in Treland, and men spoke out more stromgly
in England. But the deputy knew no fear. * This
gomfort 1 have to support me against the malice of this
race of sturdy beggars, that howbeit they threaten me
with a Felton or a Ravillag, yet my master is pleassd
graciously to accept of my endesvours, and to say pub-
lickly at council-board, the crown of England was never
so well served on this side, ss since my coming to the
government.” =

Exasperated, nevertheless, with these signs of oppos-
ition, he now thought to silence them effectually by one
terrible warning. His knowledge of the character of the
viee-treasurer, the lord Mountnorris, has been already
shown, and I have quoted the deeply significant in-
timation which opened their official connection. Moant-
norris had long disregarded this, and had, indeed,
omitted no opportunity which his place afforded him, of
thwarting in every possible way the schemes of Went-
worth, A trifling eireumstance now gave the lutter
an oceasion of punishment, Severely afflicred with the
gont, — for so frightful were his bodily infirmities,
that freedom from one complaint seldom fuiled o be
followed by thraldom to another,— the lord deputy sat
one day in the presence-chamber, when one of his ar-
tendants—a Mr. Annesley, a distant relation of the lord
Mountnorris — accidentally dropped n stool upon his foot.
# Enraged with the pain whereof,” says Clarendon, * his
lordship with a small cane struck Amnesley. This
being merrily spoken of at dinner at the lond chaneel-

| For the renresentations made by Wentworth agninst this nobleman,
“Eg_lpmram vol. L pp. 450 470, 92 and wvol G ppo OL 85
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lor's table, where the lord Mountnorris was, he said,
¢ the gentleman had a brother that would not have taken
such a bilow. " ! These wonls were speken in the month
of April. Eaves-droppers reported them to Wentworth,
wheo instantly forwarded a messenger to London to bring
bask a king's commission for the trial of Mountnorris,
It was sent at his request.  Not till December, how-
ever, was any further step taken, though the interim
had been employed in giving security to the lord deputy’s

purpase.

In December, Mountnorris received a summaons to
attend a council of war the next moming.  Ignorant of
the cause of so sudden 8 movement, he was vainly ssk-
ing his brother councillors to explain it,—when Went-
worth enteréd, produced the king’s commission, charged
lord Mountnorris with an attempt to stir up mutiny
aguinst himself as general of the army, and ordered the
charge to be read. It ran to this effect: —That it
having been mentioned at the lord chancellor's table,
that Annesley had let a stool fall on she lond deputy’s
foot, Mountnorris had scornfully and contempiuously
said, * Perhaps it was done in revenge of that ‘publie
affront that my lord deputy did me formerly ; but 1
have a brother who would not have taken such a revenge.”
In vain the sccused fell on his knees, and requested
time for consultation ; in vain he demanded even a copy
of the charge, or permission to retsin counsel : —every
thing was denied to him ; the lord deputy cited two
articles of war which rendered him amenable 1o im-
prisonment and to death ; demanded from the couneil-
lors the immediste and summary judgment of a court
martial on both the articles ; and sternly silenced a pro-
posal which they ventured to submit, of separating the
charges.  Guilty the acensed was to be voted, * of both
or of none! " Even lord Moore, one of the councillors—
who, with sir R. Lofius, the brother of another coun-
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cillor, had proved Wentworth’s case — was ordered to-

reswine his seat, and judge the man whom he had ac-
cused ! Under the eye of the lord deputy the council
then deliberated and voted ; and their sentence con-
demned Mountnorris to imprisonment, deprived him of
all his offices, ignominiously dismissed him from the
army, incapacitated him from ever serving again, and,
finally, left him to be shot, or beheaded, at the pleasure
of the general, Before the whole court lord Wentworth
then expressed exultation,— the sentence was just and
noble, and for his part he would not lose his share of
the honour of it ! He mmed afterwards to the unfor-
tunate Mountnorriz ; told him that now, if he chose,
he had only to order execution ; but that he would peti-
tion for his life, and * would sooner Jose his hand than
Mountnorris should lose his head,”

His purpose was to be more effectually answered, in
truth, by a contemptuous pardon, and this, from the
first, he appears to have designed, trusting to the general
ignominy that would be thrown over Mountnorris, to
erush any after-attempt he might make against his own
power. The remarks which have been already made
on other personal oppressions, apply here with siill
greater force, and to the system which Wentworth had
to uphold should the horror and reproach be carried.
It is certain that, at the period of this proceeding, lord
Clarendon has justly described the issue to which the
positions of the parties had brought them ; — * That
either the deputy of Ireland must destroy my lord
Mountnorris while he continued in his office, or my land
Mountnorris must destroy the deputy as soon as his
commission was determined.” ! Wentworth was not
the man to leave this issue in the hands of chance,—nar,
at the same time, to blind himself to the results of such

! The reader may be referned, bn cass he desires to puirsue ihis
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conduct as the necessity had forced upon him.  But
if, because 1 am necessitated to preserve myself from
eontempt and scorn, and to keep and retain with me &
capacity to serve his majesty with that honour becoming
the dignity of that place T here by his majesty’s favour
exercise, therefore 1 must be taken to be such a rigid
Cato Censorins, as should render me almost inhospitabie
10 humane kind ; — yet shall not that persuade me to suffer
mygelf to be trodden upon, by men indeed of that snvage
and insolent nature they would have me believed to be,
or to deny unto myself and my own subsistence s0 ni-
tural a motion as is the defence of a man's self.”

The wifs of Mountnorris was a kinswoman of the
lady Arabella Hollis, whose memory Wentworth che-
rished with such enthusiasm, and * in the name and by
the memory of her” hoping that God would so reward
him for it upon ** the sweet children of her kinswoman,”
lady Mounmorris, immediately after the sentence, ina
deeply pathetic letter, besought Wentwaorth to take “his
heavy hand from off her dear lord."!  Every writer
concurs in stating that this letter was caldly and econ-
temptuously disregarded by the lord deputy, but an
extract from one of his despatches may at least serve to
throw some dombt over such a statement. “1 send
you,"” he writes to secretary Cooke, ** here inclosed the
sentence of the council of war in the case of the lord
Mountnorris. . « + » - T foresee full well, how T shall
be skirmished upon for it on that side: causeless tra-
ducing and calumniating of me is a spirit that hath
haunted me through the whole course of my life, and
now become so ordinary a food, s the sharpness and
hitterness of it in good faith distempers not my taste
one jot. Finally, as 1 formerly signed the sentence

with them, so do 1 most heartily now join in
their letters to you, where we all become humble peti-
tioners to his majesty for his life, which was, God knows,
g0 little looked after by me, that howbeit 1 hold under
favour the sentence most just, yet were it left me in
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choice, whether he must lose his head, or T my hand, this
should redeem that.  Flis lordship was prisoner in this
castle some two days, but wpon his phyrician's certifioute,
that the badness of his lodging might prejudice his healeh,
T sent him upon good band vestrained only to his own
house, where he is like to rematn till T receive his ma-
Jesty's further pleamure concerning him” It is most
unlikely that such an extraordinsry favour as this had
been granted on the application of & physician merely,
while the lord deputy had an obvious reason for keeping
out of sight the influence of the lady,

Bome short time after, Mountnorris, on condition of
submitting to Wentworth, and acknowledging the justics
of his sentence, received his liberty. Prosecutions, how.
ever, hnd been lodged aguinst him meanwhile in the
star-chamber, and he felt himself & lowered and well-
nigh beggared man. *“At my lord Mountnorris his
departure hence,” writes the deputy, * he seemed won-
drously humbled, as much as Chaucer’s friar!, that
would not for him any thing should be dead ; so T told
him 1 never wished ill to his estate, nor person, further
than fo remove him thence, where he wan o well a

! Chaucer and I, Donne appear 1o have been Wentwerth's farourite
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trouble @r un offimce unto me ; that being done (how-
beit thorough hus own fauls with moere prejudice to him
than 1 intended) I could wish there were no more debate
betwixt us: and I told him that, if he desired it, I would
spare my prosecution against him in the star chamber
there. ~ Immediately before this passage occurs, in the
same letter, Wentworth had remarked : — 1 assure
you I have had a churlish winter of this, nor hath the
gout been without other attendants thut do prognostick
no Jong life for me here below! Which skills not much.
He lives more that virtuonsly and generonsly sprods
one month, than seme other that may chance to dream
out some years, and bury himsell alive all the while.”
The life of the lord deputy had, indeed, in the intensity
of sensation it had required for its sustainment, covered
a larger span of existence than years can measure, and
now the term that remained to it was fated to be dashed
with almost unceasing anxieties and troubles, more bitter
in proportion to the temperament they wrought on.
His anticipations of the enmity that would be pro-
voked against him by the case of Mountnorris, were
more than realised. Land ventured to intimate to him
— 1 find that, notwithstanding all your great services
in Ireland, which are most graciously sccepted by the
king, you want not them, which whisper, and perhaps
gpeak louder where they think they may, sgainst your
procesdings in Ireland, as being over-full of personal
prosecutions against men of quality. . - . . And this
is somewhat loudly spoken by some on the queen’s side.
+ ... I know you have a great deal more resolution
in you, than to decline any service due to the king, state,
or church, for the barking of discontented persons; and
God forbid but you should : and yet, my lord, if you
could find a way to do all these great services and
decling these storms, 1 think it would be excellent well
thought on.”!  To this advice succeeded other galling

iwmyﬂ.i. 470, Lord Coltington’s scoount was some-
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announcements. Lonl Clanricarde died suddenly, from
& broken heart it was said, in consequence of the Galway
proceedings ; and the death of the sherff of that county,
who had been imprisoned by Wentworth, immediately
followad. Hoth of these deaths were laid at his door.
& They might as well,” exclaimed the lord deputy, ad-
werting to the first — * they might as well have imputed
unto me for a crime, his being threescore aml ten years
ald | With cooler satire he put off the fate of the
sheriff. * They will lay the churge of Darey the
gheriff's death unto me. My arrows are eruel thae
wound so mortally | — but I should be more sorey, by
much, the king ahould lose bis fine.” Biill this did not
subidue the daily inereasing murmurs ; one exaggeration
begot another ; and he resolved at lust, by a sudden
public appearance in England, to confound his accusers,
and, even in their very teeth, to throw for new marks
of favour.

Permission having been obtained from the king,
Wentworth appeared at the English court in May,
1686, He was received with the highest favour, and
so delighted the king with his sccount of the various
measures by which he had consolidated the government
of Ireland, that he was entreated by his majesty ta
repeat the details *“ at a very full conncil.”—*" Howheit
1 told him, I feared his majesty might be wearied with
the repetition of so long a narrative, being no other than

affected people | but it hath stuck Little smeng the wiser sort, and beging
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he had formerly heard, and that 1 desired therefore T
might give my account to the lords without his ma-
jesty's further expense of time, yet he told me it was
warthy to be heard twice, and that he was willing to
have it se.”! No wonder! A more striking deserip-
tion was never spoken. He detailed all the measures
he had sccomplished for the church, the army, and the
revenue, for manufuctures and commerce, for the laws
and their administration,— snd through every vigorous
and well-aimed word shone the author of all those
messures |  Wentworth adverted, towards the close of
his relation, to “some particulars wherein 1 have been
very undeservedly and bloodily traduced.” He men-
tioned the slanders that had been circulated, proclaiming
him “a severe and austere hard-conditioned man, rather
indeed a basha of Buda, than the minister of & pious
Christian king." His report of what followed is a
direct illustration of much that has been advanced in
this memoir. * Howbeit, if I were not much mistaken
in myself, it was quite the contrary ; mo man eowld shew
scherein I hoad expressed it in my noture, no friend I
had would charge me with it in my private conversation,
no ereature had found il in the monaging of my owen
private affairs, so as if T stood clear in all these respects,
it was to be confissed by any equal mind that i wox not
any thing within, but the necexsity of his majesty’ s servioe,
which inforoed mo inty o seeming strivtness outwardly.
And that was the reason indeed. For where 1 found a
crown, & church, and a people spoiled, 1 could not
imagine to redeem them from under the pressure with
gracious smiles and gentle looks. It would cost warmer
water than so! True it was, that where s dominion
was opce gotten and settled, it might be stayed and
kept where it was by soft and moderate counsels, but
where a sovereignty (be it spoken with reverence) was
going down the hill, the nature of a man did so easily

1 Bup Brafford vol i pn. 1382 The despatch In which Weat.
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ide into the paths of an uncontrouled lberty, as it
would not be brought back without strength, nor be
forced up the hill again but by vigour and force, And
true it was indeed, I knew no other rule to govern by,
but by reward and ponishment : —and 1 must profess
that where 1 found a person well and intirely set for the
service of my master, 1 should lay my hand under his
foot, anl adid to his respeéct and power all I might, and
that where 1 found the contrary, I should not handle
him in my arms, or sooth him in his untoward humour,
but if he came in my reach, so far as honour and justice
would warrant me, I must knock him soundly over the
knuckles, but no sconer he become a new man, apply
himself as he ought to the government, but I also change
my temper, and express my self to him, as unto that
other, by all the good offices 1 could do him, If this
be sharpness, if this be severity, I desired to be in-
structed better by hie majesty and their Jordships, for
in truth it did not seem so to me ; however, if 1 were
once told, that his majesty liked not to be thus served,
I would readily conform myself, follow the bent and
current of my own disposition, which is to be guiet,
not to have debates and disputes with any. Here his
majesty interrupted me and said, that was no severity,
wished me to go on in that way, for, if I served him
otherwise, I should not serve him as he expected from
me."

Wentworth left the eourt for Wentworth Wood-
house, loaded with the spplause of the king and his
lords of the council, and followed by the aweful gaze of
doubting multitudes.

As he passed through York, he was arrested by en-
thusiastic friends, and with some difficulty escaped them,
T am gotten hither,"” he writes to Laud, “at last, to
a poor house I have, having been this lnst week almost
feasted to death at York. In truth, for any thing I cam
find, they were not ill-pleased to see me. Sure 1am
it much contented me to be amongst my old sequaint-
ance, which I would not leave for any other affection 1
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have, but to that which I both profess and owe to the
person of his ssered majesty. Lord ! with what quiet
ness in myself could I live here in comparison of that
noise and labour 1 meet with elsewhere ; and, 1 protest,
puit up more crowns in my purse at the year's end too!
But we'll let that pass. For I am not like to enjoy
that blessed eondition upon earth. And therefore my
resolution is set to endure and struggle with it so long
as this erazy body will bear it, and finally drop into
the silent grave, where both all these {which I now
could, as I think, innocently delight myself in}) and
myself are to be forgotten. And fare them well ! 1
persuade myself eruto Lepido 1 am able to lay them
down very quietly.”!

His rest was extremely short, for he soon re-appeared
in York, discharged several of the duties of his pre-
sidency, and fell with all his accustomed vigour on the
eollection of ship-money. That famous tax had recently
been levied. The same success waited upon Went-
worth's present measures in respect to it, as the capacity
and energy which animated all he did almost invariably
commanded. In every other county, murmurs, threats,
and curses, accompanied the payment,— in Yorkshire,
during Wentworth's presence, silence. His letter to
the king reads like one of his Irish despatches. *In
pursuit of your commands, 1 have effectually, both in
public and private, recommended the justice and neces-
sity of the shipping business, and so elearly shown it to
be, not only for the honour of the kingdom in general,
but for every man's particular safety, that I am most
confldent the assessment this next year will be univera
sally and cheerfully answered within this jurisdiction.™

The Jord deputy, as the time approached for his

| Straffird Papers, vol. it p. 96
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return to his government, unburthened himself of & suit
to the king which he now felt concerned him daily more
and more. For the second time he entreated from
Charles the honour of an earldom. He begged it in
refutation of the malicious insinuations of his enemies,
to prove that their ealumnies were disbelieved, and to
strengthen him in the vyes of the Irish. At the same
time he wrote to Laud, telling him plainly the use the
enemies of the state were making of the king's with-
helding from his deputy some public mark of his favour,
and urging the danger it threatened to his authority and
to the public service. Again Wentworth's suit was re-
jected, Sinee Charles's last answer, his reasons for
refusal had incressed every way. His reply was pe-
remptory.  * Believe it, the marks of my favours that
stop maliclous tongues are neither places nor titles, but
the little welcome 1 give to accusers, and the willing
ear I give to my servants.” The jest with which his
muajesty’s letter closed did not mend the matter. 1
will end with a rule that may serve for a statesman, o
courtier, or a lover,— never make a defence or apology
before you be accused.” The lord deputy felt this
deeply. T wish,” he wrote to Laud, * thorough the
opinion that 1 stand not full to his majesty's liking in
my service in this place, his majesty's affairs may not
suffer as well as myself. But fall that as it may, 1 am
resolved mever to stir that stone more, dead to me it is
to be for ever. Indeed I neither think of it, nor look
for it." His friend George Butler he recommended
w0 lock for rewards and punishments in the next world;
“for in good faith, George, all below are grown wan.
derous indifferent,” WNor did Wentworth scruple to
exhibit very broadly to the king the etill rankling dis-
appointment. * Out of the truth of my heart,” he
wrote, ** and with that liberty your majesty is pleased
to afford me (which shall nevertheless ever retain all the
humility, modesty, and secrecy possible), admit me to
say, reward well applied advantages the services of kings
extreamly much. It being most certain, that not cne

—
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man of very many serve their masters for love, but for
their own ends and preferments, and that he is in the
rank of the best servants, that can be content to serve
his master together with himself, Finally, 1 am most
confident, were your mujesty purposed but for a while
to use the excellent wisdom Goil hath given you in the
constant, right, and quick applying of rewards and
punishments, it were a thing most easy for your servants
in & very few years, under your conduct and protection,
so to settle all your affairs and dominions, as should
render you, not enly at home but abroad also, the most
powerfal and considerable king in Christendom.”!
With Laud, Wentworth communicated more freely
on this subject, and in one of his more desponding
letters suddenly consoles himself with Dr. Donne and
Vandyke. “1 most humbly thank your lordship for
your noble care and counsel tending to the preservation
of my health, a free bounty it is of your love towards
me, where otherwise of myself 1 am so wondrous little
considerable to any body else. The lady Astres, the
poet tells us, is long since gone to heaven, but under
favour 1 can yet find rewnrd and punishment on earth.
Indeed sorvetimes they are like Doctor Donn's ‘anagram
of a good face,'? the ornaments missed, & yellow tooth,
a red eye, » white lip or so ! and seeing that all beauties
take not all affections, one man judging that o deformity,
which another considers ns 4 perfection or a grace, this
methinks convineeth the certain incertainty of rewards
and punishments. Howsoever he is the wisest commenly,
the grestest, and happiest man, and shall surely draw
the fairest table of his life, that understands with Van-

1 Straffrd Fapers, vol, & podl
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dike, hn-hdwpmnﬁhm:lnﬂuwi,h:t,hmhnp
his awn comeliness and advantage.”!
grace of Cantertury warns the lord ﬂeputj’ﬁmn‘i"m—
dyke and Dr. Donne, into the book of Ececlesiastes—
* Onee for all, if you will but read over the short book
of Beclesiastes, while these thoughts are in you, you
will see a better disposition of these things, and the
wanity of all their shadows, than is to be found in any
anagrums of Dr. Donne's, or any designs of Vandyke.
85 to the lines there drawn 1 leave you."*
Disappointed of that public mark of favour he had
claimed so justly, but strengthened by private instruc-
tions * from the king which left no hound or limit to
his power, lord Wentworth returned to Ireland. He
resumed his measures precisely at the point in which
he had left them, overawed every effort to disturb the
breathless tranquillity which his energy had inspired,
and, under his vigilant eye, the infant cultivation, ma-
nufactures, and commerce of the country, began to
increase and prosper.  While the subject enjoyed
security, from the entire suppression of internal insur-
rections and depredations, the royal revenues, arising
from produce and consumption, expericnced a rapid
increase,” 4 This * security,” however, was never felt
to be other than that of absolutism, for Wentworth,
hand in hand with his most striking financial improve-
ments, carried on his inquiries into defective titles with
a terrible rigour. He placed at the king's disposal the
entire district of Onmond, and in his Irish exchequer
the sum of 15,0000, wrung from the family of the
{FByrnes in Wicklow, to redeem their possessions from
a similar award., Successful in every effort he made,
he did not care to call into request the new powers he
had been entrusted with.
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Not a messenger or a letter arrived from England,
however, without news that dashed his prosperity and
his pride. He saw as much beyond the narrow vision
of the English potirtiers us his sagacity outreached theirs,
and, in the hollow madness of their measures, had already
discernel disastrous issues. The roin they were pre-
cipitating, he bitterly knew would involve himself ; yet
he had not even the poor consolation of feeling, that the
only portion of the king's service that had in it any
of the elements of stahility, his own government, had a
single hearty defender in that English court. Their
praises obsequiously waited on his presence alone. Laud,
indeed, was still his friend ; but Land's ecclesiastical
ailministration had by this time well nigh incapacitated
sts master for any purpose of good. The popular party
in England, meanwhile, taking advantage of the occasion,
riiised a loud and violent voice of clamour against the
Jord deputy of Ireland. He flung it back, in the hasty
self bullying of his will, with a contemptuous seorn !, —
but he knew secretly its power, and in his graver de-
spatches warned the court from leaving him unpro-
tected to its effects : — * With the disesteem of the

or” he wrote, ** the government shall impalr, if

niot in the existence, sure in the beauty of it, which is
as considerable, as that most men are guided and guide
themselves by opinion. So as, if you will have my
philosophy in the paint, let no prince employ o servant
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longer than he is resolved to have him valued and es-
teemed by others, thorough those powers he shall ma~
nifest to be entrusted with him.” Stll he saw no
symptoms of what he desired, und at last he wrote
personally to the king. * gir,” he said, * I take my
natural inclinations to be extreamly much more tender
and gentle, than the smooth looks and cheeks of your
ministers on that side find in their own bosoms, and yet
heighten the ery upon me!" But Charles had now the
. queen’s influence in many respects upon him, and the
queen was not displeased to hear of the sinking fortunes
of Wentworth, Lord Holland, her favourite counsellor,
was even heard to insinuate that the lord deputy was
subject to oceasional touches of madness. This, amang
the other reports, eame to Wentworth's ear. He charged
it upon Holland, who denied it, confessing he might
have atiributed * hypochondriack bumours,” certainly
not madness, Wentworth wrote back to the king : —
 As for the ¢ hypochondriack humour® his lordship
mentions, it is a great word and a courtly phrase; but if
1 mistake not the English of it, it is to be civilly and
silently maddish : and if so, I can assure his lordship,
he chall find as little of that in me, as of any other more
active heat. But I chall not stir that matter further,
only, if it be denied his lordship said I was mad, it were
very easy to shew his memory might fail him some-
times. . . . Your majesty may be pleased to excuse this
foul writing, being in truth so tormented in the present
with the wothach, as troobles my sense more than the
mistaken reports of any others ghall do.”  Sad indeed
were the bedily infirmities which exasperated these
complainings of the lord deputy. The gout, the tooth-
ach, the ague, an intermittent pulse, faint sweats and
heaviness, and, to crown all, the frightful disorder of
the stone, alternately broke his spirits, and warned him
# that no long life awnited him here below!”

What still remained to him, he yet resolved to live
out bravely. ** A frame of wood,” he writes to Laud,
“ | have given order to set up in o park 1 have in
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the county of Wickloe. And, gnash the tooth of
these gallants never so hard, 1 will by God's leave go
on with it, that so I may have a place to take my
recreation for & month or two in & year, were it for no
ather reason than to displease them, by keeping myself,
if so please God, a little longer in health.” !  Among
other reports to his prejudies had been that of * build-
ing up to the sky.”? We find him afierwards adverting
to this : — * I acknowledge, that were myzelf only con-
sidered in what 1 build, it were not only to excess, but
even to folly, having already houses moderate for my
condition in Yorkshire :— but his majesty will justify
me, that at my last being in England, T acquainted him
with a purpose I had to build him o house at the Naas,
it being uncomely his majesty should not have one here
of his own, capable to lodge him with moderate con-
veniency (which in truth as yet he hath not), in case
he might be pleased sometimes hereafter to look upon
this kingdom ; and that it was necessary in a manner,
for the dignity of this plaee, and the health of his de-
puty and family, that there should be one removing
house of fresh alr, for want whereof, 1 assure your
lordship, I have felt no small ineonvenience since my
coming hither ; that when it was built, if liked by his
majesty, it should be his, paying me as it cost, if
disliked, a suo damng, 1 was content to keep it and
smart for my folly, His majesty seemed to be pleased
with all, whereupon I procesded, and have in a manner
finished it, and so contrived it for the rooms of state,
and other accommodations which I have obeerved in bis
majesty's houses, ax T had been, indeed, stark mad ever
to have cast it so for a private family."
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Between these two royal residences Wentworth: now
divided = great portion of his time. His mode of living
equalled in magnificence the houses themselves. At his
own charge he maintained a retinne of 50 attendants,
besides his troop of 100 horee, which he had eriginally
raised and equipped at an expense of GOOGL, amid
kept ap at an enormous yearly cost. This style of
living, which he took care to bear out in every other
respect, he characteristically vindieated to Cottington
as “ an expense not of vanity, but of necessity, judging
it not to beovma me, having the great honour o represent
his majesty's saored person, to set it forth, no not in ang
one cireumastanee, in 4 penurious mean manner, before
the eyer of a wild and rude people.” ! Nor did he
seruple to coneeal the fact, that his own private fortune
bad been assisted, in these vist charges, by certain public
profits. It is very true,” he writes to Land, * 1
have, under the blessing of Almighty God, and the
protection of his majesty, GOO0L a year good land,
which [ brought with me into his service ; and 1 have
a share for a short term in these eustoms, which, whilst
his majesty's revenue is there increased more than
20,000(. by year, proves nevertheless a greater profit to
me than ever I dreamt of.” When Land read this
passage o Charles, the king observed, impatiently, “ but
he doth not tell you how much,” amd plainly inti-
mated that he grodged the minister his share of profit.?
Wentwarth had few occasions of gratitude to Charles
during a life worn out in his service! [In respeet of
these customs, it is not to be doubted that Charles's

They are clpse to the rod side, abmst stxteen [rish miles
I‘rn-a !mum.m provoke, sven how, (rom many an uneedeeting jmaser
“ by, A eurse upon the mesmory al * Black Tom.™ Sueh is the name by which
Ihu Irish pewsantry still reanember Strailfioal.  When M, Bowllsy
wislled Treland, he found this castle ia the property and posaession of sir
Ghevrpe Wentworth, Straford’s bauther, and gusnied by forty Englisk
poliliere. — Mr. Croker's M8,
! serafford Paper, vol Lop 198,
ot Buk gan weve with nething ":'.';I‘* o prion S
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suspicions were grossly unjust. He would have had
more of shstract justice with him in objecting to a
different source of his lord deputy's revenue, that of the
tobaceo manopoly, for, on the latter ground, undoubtedly,
Wentworth was open to grave charges, though, even
here, the king was the lasts person from whom with
any propriety they could Issne.

The lord deputy’s private habits have been described.
He hawked, he hunted!, and fished ¥, whenever his
infirmities gave him respite. He passed some of his
time also among books, and, in ene portion at jeast of
these studies, had his thooghts upon a stormy political
famre. 1 wish," writes his friend lord Conway te
him, * you had had your fit of the gout in England,
lest you should attribute something of the disease to the
air of that country. 1 send you the duke of Rohan's

| Witsily he writes to Laid 1 —* We are in expectancy svory hour to
thear what of um ard the lord chanestlor — fe the plarm trmth,
wbether we shall hawe o gosernment or o end fo the that I
b the Beiter taowire mﬂu,dmwilnmm

m
:_hcil:alltbaunt.lpinldﬂflml tof. But in confes truly, | met
with n very shrewd rebuke the other day : for, standing ta g=t 4 shoot ak §

T was #0 damnabily bitten with ml.d.ge_?l: my (sce in all wo
eversinge, itmhes still as 1 it were 1nsd. marks they set will not E
off again, | will swarrant yor, this weell 1 never fell o saw wuch

England.  Surely they are youtiger bruthers f0 the miskitoes the Indies
brag on so much, 1 1 eould even new well find in my heart to
] the shrow soumlly, sersteh my face in six or seven plaes™

Paperg, vol . p 173 This allusion o the loml chancedlor had
refenines toa judgment recently given against that dignitery by Wenl-
warth bimsslf, in & sult broaght spainet kim by wir Jishin G el oun behall
af sir Francis Huishe, for an leresse of portion to the laty whi had
Tosrviod '.l"ﬂ'lmhl.-umu-._' Apronting to the lond chancellor's own clear

t with sir Francis fuishe, father to the iy These are Wenl.
worth's words,  ‘The cf ar ¥ 1 ta it b the t on the
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book, ¢ Le parfait Capitaine.’ Do not think the gout is
an excuse from fighting, for the count Mansfelt had the
gout that day he fought the battls of Fleury"! In the
pleasures of the table he indulged little, “ He was
exceeding temperate,” observes Radeliffe, * in meat,
drink, and recreations, He was no whit given to his
,ppetite; though he loved to see good meat at his table,
yet he eat very littde of it himself: beef or rabhits was
his ordinary food, or cold powdered meats, or cheese
and apples, and in moderate quantity, He was never
drunk in his life, as 1 have often heard him sy : and
for so much as 1 had seen, 1 had reason to believe him:
yet he was not so serupulous but he would drink healths
where he liked his company, and be sociable as any of
his society, and yet still within the bounds of tem-
perance. In Ireland, where drinking was grown a disease
epidemical, be was more strict publickly, never sulfiring
any health to be drunk at his publick table but the
king’s, queen’s, and prince’s, on solemn days. Drunk-
enness in his servants was, in his esteem, one of the
greatest faulte” Throughout his various admirahle
letters to his young wards, the Saviles, in whose sdu.
eation he took extreme interest always, the hatred of
this vice is still more characteristically shown, He
returns to the warning again and again, coupling with
drunkenness the equal vice of gaming, —the one a pur-
suit not becoming a generous noble heart, which will
not brock such starved considerations as the greed of
winning,"—the other, one ** that shall send you, by un.

¥ Btrafferd Papers, vol. il p 45 ‘Bome of lord Conway's jetters
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No public duty was neglected meanwhile, for, from
his gountry parks and castles, Wentworth in an hour or
twa could appear in the Dublin presence-chamber. The
king sent him every license he required against the
lord chancellor Loftus, and that nobleman, for having
disputed the judicial functions of the deputy, * that
transcendent power of a chaneellor,” ss Wentworth
searnfully called him, was deprived of the seals, and
committed to prison till he consented to submit to the
award and to scknowledge his error.?

But while the king thus secretly authorised these
acts of despotism, the English court, no less than the
English nation, were known to be objecting to their an-
thor. Impatiently he wrote to Land, demanding at least
the charge, something on which to ground an jfssue —
" The humour which offends me,” he exclaims, * is not
so much anger as scorn, and degire to wrest cut from
amongst them my charge ; for, ax they say, i T might
come fo fight for my life, i would necer trouble me,
indeod I shouid then weigh them all very light, and be
safe under the goodness, wisdom, and justice of my
master. Again, howbeit I am resolved of the truth of
all this, yet to nccuse myself is very uncomely. 1 love
not to put on my armour before there be cause, in re-
gard I never do so, but I find myseli the wearier and
sorer for it the next morning.”

He eould get no satisfactory answer to this, for in
truth the English court by this time had enough upon
itz hands. The king meditated a war with Spain,
for the recovery of the palatinate, to which he was the

! Seral I i hpeﬂ,ml.i. 1, e, And see an admirsble letter at
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rather urged by the queen, since France had already
engaged. Fortanately, before taking this step, he was
induced to advise with the lord deputy of Ireland, This
was the first time Wentworth had ever been consulted
on the general affairs of the kingdom, and he instantly
forwarded a paper of opposing reasons to the king, so
strongly and so ably stated, that the war project was
given up.! The queen's indifferent feeling to him, it
may well be supposed, was not removed by such policy.?
The peace, however, which lord Wentworth so esr-
nestly recommended, was now more fatally broken. The
whole Scottish nation rose against Charles, in con-
sequence of Laud's religions innovations. Wentworth
was not at first consulted respecting these commotiong,
but he had thrown out occasional advice in his despatches
which was found singularly servicenble.! He strove as
far as possible, by urging strong defensive measures, to
prevent an open rupmre.  ** 1f," he wrote to Charles,
“ the war were with a foreign enemy, 1 should like
well to have the first blow ; but being with gour ma-
Jeaty's own natural, howbeit rebellions subjects, it seoms
to ma a fender point to drow bood first ; for bl it come
to that, all hope is not lost of reconcilistion ; and I
would not have them with the least colour impute it 1o
your mejesty to have put all to extremity, tll their own
maore than words inforee you to it.™4
! ‘Thie dociement will e found in the Strffard vol. B, pu Sl
It ln ope of the ablest of Wentworth's srguments for his stheme nrlhim
. He takes ootasion 1o sy in it :—*" The apinbon defivered by the
deciaring the lawiuliess of Lhe fox the Mikpping, i e
Ervatest serviee that prsfvssion hath dena the erown in my time =
e t to be statwt, o Wentworth's honnar, II::I thisagh he migch
o have slond well with her mujesty, ho decli o purchase herp
by ety inconsistent with his ewn pablie schemes. Sae curinas
aviences of this in Scrafund Papers, vol, il pp 291, 222 257, 399,485, 496 &e
Whaen she had solicited an srmy qrtmlml fior samss roung eouirtier, he
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Nor did Wentworth serve Charles at this conjunc-
tare with advice alone, for, by his amazing personal
energy, he foreed down some opening commotions ameng
the 60,000 Scottish settlers in Ulster, and mot only
disabled them from joining or assisting their country.
men, but compelled them to abjure the covenant.! Nor
this alone. He forwarded from Ireland a detachment
of troops to garrison Carlisle ; he announced that the
army of Ireland was in a state of active recruiting and
discipline ; he offered large contributions from himself
and his friends towards the necessary expenmses of re-
sistance : and by every faith of loyalty, and bond of
friendship and of scrvice, he called on every man in
Yorkshire to stir themselves in the royal cause. * To
be lazy lookers on,” he wrote to the lord Lorne, ™ to
lean to the king behind the eurtain, or to whisper forth
only our allegiance, will not serve our turn! much
rather ought we to break our shins in emulation who
should go soonest and furthest, in assurance and in
courage, to uphold the prerogatives and full dominion
of the crown,— ever rTemembering ourselves that nobility
is such a grudged and envied piece of monarehy, that
all tumultuary force offered to kings doth ever in the
second place fall upon the peers, being such motes in
the eves of a giddy multitude, as “they never believe
themeelves clear sighted into their liberty indeed, il
these be at least levelled to a parity as the other alto-
gether removed, to give better prospect to their an-
archy."?

The sluggish and irresolute councils of England
looked il heside the movements of the deputy. The
king asked a service from him, but the instructions
came too Inte. * If his majesty’s mind had been
known to me in time,” he wrote to Vane, the treasurer
of the household, 1 eould have as easily secured it
against all the covenanters and devils in Scotland, as
now walk up and down this chamber. But where trusts

1
3 fomfnd Pagen, wol. i, pp 570, 338 34&
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=nd instructions come too late, there the business is sore
to be lost.” Openly he now expressed his censure of
the royal scheme that had prevailed since the death of

i - “ 1 never was in love with that way of
keeping all the affairs of that kingdom of Scotland
among those of that nation, but earried indeed as a
mystery to all the council of England ; a rule but over
much kept by our master ; which I have told my Jord
of Portland many and often a time, plainly profesging
unto him, that | was much afraid that course would at
one time ar other bring forth ill efferts ; what those are,
we now see and feel at one and the same instant”
Finally, when Vane had written in an extremely des-
ponding tone, he rallied bim with & noble energy. * It
is very true you have reason to think this storm looks
very foul and dark towards us, so do alsa myself, for -
if the fire should kindle at Raby, 1 am sure the smoke
would give offence to our eye-sight at Woodhouse ! but
I trust the evening will prove more ealm than the
morning of this day promises. Duloius fumen sofis
ease solet jam jam cadentis. All here is quist, nothing
colours yet to the contrary. And if I may have the
eounteniance and trust of my master, 1 hope, in the exe.
cution of such commands as his majesty’s wisdom and
Judgment ordain for mwe, to contain the Scottish bere in
their due obedience, or if they should stir {our 00O
arms and twenty pieces of eannon arrived, which I
trust now will be very shortly) to give them such s heat
in their cloaths, as they never had since their coming
forth of Scotland | And yet our standing army here is
but 1000 horse and 2000 foot, and not fewer of them
I'Iﬂl'l'l.fn.utrﬂu than 150,000, so you see cur work
is not very easy. The best of it is, the brawn of & Jark
hhmmmﬂ:emu-n!lhtz,mdlhcﬁnuﬁ
oné loyal subject more than of 1000 traitors, And is
not this pretty well, trow you, to begin with "1

! This ketter i dated—" Fairwood Park the tiame of his st in Wicklow],
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No extremity was urged that found Wentworth un.
pre . Windebanke hinted the danger he incurnsd.
“ [ humhly thank you,” he answered, * for
friendly and kind wishes to my safety, but if it be the
will of God to bring upon us for our sins that fery
trinl,—all the respects of this life laid aside, it shall ap-
pear more by my actions than words, that I can mever
think myself too good to die for my gracious master, or
favour my skin in the zealous and just prosecution of
his eommands.  Statufum est semel.”  Another—whom
he fancied not unwilling to thwart him, reckoning upon
safety from the consequences in the Jord deputy’s certain
destruction—he thus warned : — “Perchance even to those
that shall tell you, before their breath 1 am but as a feather,
1 shall be found sadder than lead ! For let me tell you,
1 am so confidently set upon the justice of my master,
and wpon my own truth, as under them and God 1 shall
pass thorough all the factions of court, and heat of my
ill-willers, without so much as sindging the least thread
of my eoat, nor =0 alone, but to carry my friends along
with me.” And, in the midst of the storms his men-
sures were raising on all sides round him, he found time
and esse enpugh to smuse himself in tormenting with
grave jests a foolish earl of Antrim, whom the king had
sent to * mssist” him. The despatches he wrote on
the subject of the * Antrim negociations™ are positive
masterpieces of wit and humour.! At the same time
he did not hesitate to assure the king, that, but for the
safety of Ireland, he would * be most mightily out of
countenance, to be found in any other place than at his
majesty’s side !”
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England. He had formerly declined his offered attend.
ance, he now prayed for.it. He wished, be said, to
consult him respecting the army, * but I have much
more,” he sorrowfully added, * and indeed too mueh to
desire your counsel and sttendance for some time, which
1 think not fit 10 express by letter, more than this, —
the Scots’ covenant begins to spread too far.  Yet, for
all this, 1 will not have you take notice that T have sent
for you, but pretend some other oceasion of business.”
Wentworth instantly prepared himself to obey. A
short time only he took, to place his government in the
hands of Wandesford, and to arrange some of his do-
mestic concerns. His children were his great care.
“ God bless the young whelps,” be said, “and for the
old dog there is less matter,”” ! Lady Clare, his mo-
ther-in-law, had often requested to have the elder girl
with her, snd Wentworth had as often vainly tried to
let her leave his side. His passion was to see them
all near him in » group together, as they may yet be
seen in the undying colours of Vandyke, from whose
canvass, also, as though it had been painted yesterday,
the sternly expressive countenance of their father siill
gazes at posterity. The present was a time, however,
when the sad alternative of a separation from himself
promised him alleviation even, and he resolved to send
both sisters to their grandimother. The letter he des-
patehed on the oceasion to the Lady Clare remains, and it
is too touching and beautiful to be omitted here. A man
g0 burthened with the world's accusations as Strafford,
should be denied none of the advantage which such a

“ My lord of Clare having writ unto me, your lady.-
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ship desired to have my daughter Anne with you for a
time in England, to recover her health, 1 have at last
been able to yield so much from my own comfort, as to
genid both her and her sister to wait your grave, wise,
and tender instructions. They are both, 1 praise God,
in good health, and bring with them hence from me no
other advice, but entirely and cheerfully to obey and do
all you shall be pleased to command them, so far forth
as their years and understanding may sdminister unto
them.

| was unwilling to part them, in regard those that
must be a stay one to another, when by course of nature
1 sm gone before them. 1 would not have them grow
strangers whilst 1 am living. Besides, the younger
gladly imitates the elder, in disposition so like her bleseed
mother, that it pleases me very much to see her steps
followed and observed by the other,

& Madam, 1 must confess, it was not without difficulty
before 1 could perswade myself thus to be deprived the
looking wpon them, who with their brother are the
pledges of all the comfort, the greatest at least, of my
ol age, if it shall please God 1 attain thereunto. But
I have been brought up in afflictions of this kind, so es
I still fear to have that taken first that is dearest unto
ine,— and have in this been content willingly to aver-
come my own affections in order to their good, acknow-
ledging your ladyship capable of doing them more good
in their breeding than I am. Otherwaye, in truth, T
should mever have parted with them, as 1 profess ita
grief unto me, not to be as well able as any to serve the
memary of that noble lady, in these little harmless in-
fants,

 Well, to God's blessing and your ladyship's good-
pess | commit them ! where-ever they are my prayers
shall attend them, and have of sorrow in my heart tll
1 see them again I must, which 1 trust will not be long
neither. That they shall be acceptable to you, 1 know it
right well, and 1 believe them so graciously minded to
render themselves so the more, the more you see of
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their, attention to do as you shall be plessed to direct
them, which will be of much contentment unto me.
For whatever your ladyship’s opinion may be of me, I
desire, and have given it them in charge (so far as their
tender years are capakle of ), to honour and observe your
ladyship above all the women in the world, as well
knowing that in so doing they shall fulfil that duty,
whereby of all others they could have delighted their
mother the most ; — and 1 do infinitely wish they may
want nothing in their breeding my power or cost might
procure them, or their condition of life hereafter may re-
quire, for, madam, if I die to-morrow, 1 will by God's
help leave them ten thousand pounds apiece, which I
trust, by God's blessing, shall bestow them to the com-
fort of themselves and friends, nor at all considerahly
prejudice their brother, whose estate shall never be
much burthened by a second venter, I assure you,

“ 1 thought fit to send with them one that tencheth
them to write ; he is a quiet soft man, but honest, and
not given to any disorder ; him 1 have appointed to ac-
count for the money to be laid forth, wherein he hath
no other direction but to pay and lay forth as your
ladyship shall appoint, and still ss he wants, to g0 to
Woodhouse, where my eousin Rockley will supply him,
And 1 must humbly beseech you to give onder to their
servants, and otherwise to the taylors at London, for
their apparel, which 1 wholly submit to your ladyship's
better judgment, and be it what it may be, 1 shall think
it all happily bestowed, so as it be to your contentment
and theirs, for cost 1 reckon not of, and any thing I
have is theirs 50 Jong as I live, which is only worth
thanks, for theirs and their brothers all I have must be
whether I will or no, and therefore 1 desire to let them
bave to scknowledge me for before.

** Nan, they tell me, danceth prettily, which T wish
(if with convenience it might be) were not lost, — more
to give her o comely grace in the carriage of her body,
than that 1 wish they should much delight or practise
it when they are women. Arabella is s small practi.
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tioner that way aleo, and they are both very apt to learn
that or any thing they are tsught.

 Nan, I think, speaks French prettily, which yet I
might have been better able to judge had her mother
lived. The other slso spesks, but her maid being of
Guernsey, the accent is not good. But your ladyship is
in this excellent, as that, as indeed all things else which
may befit them, they may, and I hope will, learn better
with your ladyship than they can with their poor father,
ignorant in what belongs women, and ctherways, God
knows, distracted, and so awanting unto them in all,
saving in loving them, and therein, in truth, 1 shall
never be less than the desrest parent in the worlid !

“ Their brother is just now sitting at my elbow, in
good health, God be praised ; and 1 am in the best sart
accommaidating this place for him, which, in the kind,
I take to be the noblest one of them in the king's do-
minions, and where a grass time may be passed with
most pleasure of that kind. 1 will build him a good
house, and by God's help, leave, 1 think, near three
thousand pounds a year, and wood on the ground, as
much, I dare say, if pear London, as would yield fifiy
thousand pounds, besides a house within twelve miles of
Dublin, the best in Ireland, and land to it which, I hope,
will be two thousand pounds a year,—all which he shall
bave to the rest, had [ twenty brothers of his to sitt be-
gide me. This 1 write not to your ladyship in vanity,
or to have it spoken of, but privawely, to let your lady-
ship see I do not forget the children of my dearest wife,
nor altogether bestow my time fruitlessly for them, 1t
is true T am in debt, but there will be, besides, suffi-
cient to discharge all I owe, by God's grace, whether 1
live or die. And vext w these children, there are not
any other persons I wish more happiness than to the
house of their grandfather, and shall be always mest
ready to serve them, what opinion soever be had of me,
for no others usage can absolve me of what I owe not
only to the memory, but to the last legacy, that noble
creature lefi with me, when God tock her 1o himself,
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I am afraid to torn over the leaf, lest your lmdyship
might think I could never come to a conclusion ; and
shall, therefore,” &e.

He had arranged everything for his departure, when
one of his paroxysms of illness seized kim. He wrestled
with it desperately, and set sail. On landing at Ches-
ter he wrote to ludy Wentwerth a sad description of
the effects of the journey upon his gout, and the * fux,"
which affticted him. He rallied, however, and appeared
in London in November, 1650. In a memorable pas.
gage, the historian May has described the general con-
versation anmd conjecture which had prepared for his
approach. Some, he says, remembering his early ex-
ertiona in the cause of the peuple, fondly imagined that
te had hitherto been subservient to the court, only to
ingratiate himself thoronghly with the king, and that he
would now employ his ascendancy to wean his majesty
from arbitrary counsels. (thers, who knew his charncter
more profoundly, had different thoughts, and secretly
cherished their own most nctive energies.

Wentworth, Land, and Hamilton, instantly formed a
seeret council—a “ enhinet council,” as they were then
enviously named by the other courtiers—a * junto,” as
the people reproachfully ealled them. The nature of
the measures to be taken against the Scots was variously
and earnestly discussed, and Wentworth, considering
the extremity of affairs, declared ot once for war,

Supplies to carry it on formed a more diffcult gues-
tion still, but it sank before Wentworth's energy. He
proposed a loan,—subseribed to it at ones, by way of
example, the encrmous sum of 20,0000, —and pledged
himeelf to bring over a large subsidy from Ireland if
the king would call a parliament there. Eneouraged
by this assurance, it was resolved to call & parkiament
in England also. Land, Juxon, Hamilton, Wentworth,
Cottington, Vane, and Windebanke, were all present in
eonncil when this resolution was taken, The king then
put the question to them whether, upon the restiveness
of parliament, l]'lE]" would a=sist him har exmm_-ﬂ_ﬁ“rr
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ways” They assented, passed a vole to that effect,
writs for parliaments in both eountries were issued, and
Woentworth prepared himself to quit England,

Charles, unsolicited, now invested him with the dig-
nity of earldom. His own very existence seemed de-
pendent on Wentworth's faith, and there was suf-
ficient weakness in the character of the king to render
it posible for him to suppose that, even at such & time,
the inducement of reward might be necessary as a pre-
caution. The lord deputy was created earl of Strafford
and baron of Raby, adorned with the garter, and in-
vested with the title of lord-lieutenant, or licutenant-
general, of Ireland — a title which had not been given
since the days of Essex, * God willing,” wrote Straf-
ford to his wife immediately afier, ** you will soon see
the lientenant of Ireland, but never like to have a depaty
of Ireland to your husband any more,"!

On his way to Ireland, the ear]l was overtaken, at
Beaumaris, by a severe attack of gout, vet, still able o
maove, he hurried on board, notwithstanding the eontrary
winds, lest he should be thrown down utterly. He
wrote at the game time to secretary Cooke, in the highest
spirits, to assure him and his master that they need not
fear for his weakness. * For,” exclaims the lord-lieu-
tenant, “ 1 will make strange shift, and put myself to
all the pain T shall be able to endure, before 1 be any
where awanting to my master or his affairs in this con-
Jjuncture, and, therefore, sound or lame, you shall have
me with you before the beginning of the parliament. 1
should not fail, though sie Jous Exsor were living! In
the mean space, for love of Clirist, eall upon and hasten
the business now in hand, especially the raising of the
horse and all together, the rather, for that this work
now before us, should it miscarry, we all are like to be
A Y
stant in this hoise, ludw‘lnl&"h“l;r.“m‘:hrr ﬂ:.ll::nnlntn:: iudnl
ml'!ﬂr Eramitmother. | sm pod yee fully resolved what 1o da

'ﬁmi;ﬂq wore afterwardssent back to lauky Clare, till the lady
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very miserable,—but, carried through advisedly and gal-
lmt]r, :hlﬂhyﬁm]:blﬁm.ngmmmnﬁqmdpum
for our lives at after, nay, in probability, the generations
that are to suceeed us. Fi a fuute de courage, jo n'en
aye qua trop!  What might I be with my legs, that am
s0 brave without the use of them 7  Well, halt, blind,
or lame, I will be found true to the person of my
gracious master, to the service of his crown and my
friends.” Strange that, at such a moment, lord Straf-
ford should have recalled the memory of the virtuous
and indomitable Eliot! He was soon doomed to know
on whose shoulders the mantle of Buckingham's grest

t had fallen.

In March, 1640, Strafford again arrived in lreland.
The members of the parliament that had just been
summoned, crowded round him with lavish devotion,
gave him four subsidies, which was all that he had
desired, and declared that that was nothing in respect
to their zeal, for that * his majesty should have the fee
simple of their estates for his great occasions.” In a
formal declaration, mareover, they embodied all this,
declared that their present warm loyalty rose from a
deep sense of the inestimable benefits the lord-licutenant
had conferred upon their country, and that all these
benefits had been effected “ without the least burt or
grievance to any well-disposed subject.”! The authors
of this declaration were the first to twrn upon Strafford
in his distress. Valuing their praise for its worth in
the way of example, the earl forwarded it 10 England,
and requested it to be published to the empire.

He had nuw been a fortnight in Ireland. Within
that time, with a diligence unparalleled and almost in-
eredible, he had effeetell these results with the parlia-
nient, and levied a body of 8000 men as a reinforcement
to the royal army.?  He aguin set sail for England.

I pause here to illustrate the character of this extra-
ordinary person in one respect, which circumstances are

“deL hi-'-.mtikmmi,m Rmbworth, vol, il R WSL
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soon to make essential. His infirmities of health have
frequently been alluded to, but they come now upon the
scene more fatally.  No one, that has not carefully ex-
amined all his despatches, can have any notion of their
frightful nature and extent.

The soul of the earl of Strafford was indeed lodged, w
use the expression of his favourite Donne, within a “ low
and fatal room.” We have already seen his friend, Rad-
cliffe, informing ue, that in 1622 * he had a great fever,
and the pext spring a double tertian, and after his re-
covery a relapee into a single tertian, and a while after
a burning fever.” It is melancholy 1o follow the pro-
gress of his infirmities as they are casually recorded by
himself | — How the trouble of * an humour, which in
strict acceptation you might term the gout,” soon in
creases to ““an extreme fit, which renders him onfit,
not only for buginess, but for all handsome civility,”
ani is aggravated by “ so violent a fit of the stone, as 1
shall not be able to stir these ten days — it hath brooght
me very low, and was unto me a torment for three days
and three nights above all 1 ever endured sinee I was
a man ! — How the eyes that are ** these twelve days
full of dimness,” ere long are “ scarce able to guide his
pen thorough blindness with long writing ;" — and this,
too, while *an infirmity I have formerly had in great
measure, saluteth me, to wit, an intermitting pulse, at-
tended with faint sweats and heaviness of spirits !

But ever by the side of the body's weakness we finl
& witness of the spirit’s triumph, — a vindication of the
mightiness of will! A lengthened despatch to the
secietary is begun in * a fit of the gout which, keeping
me still in bed, partly with pain and partly with weari-
nezs, mikes me unfit for much bosiness.” — When be
intreats a correspondent to “ to pardon my scribbling,
for sinee the gout took me I am not able to write but
with both my legs along upen a stool, believe me, which
iz mot only wearisome in itself, but a posture very un-
toward for guiding my pen aright,” —it is with the
consolation that * as sir Walter Raleigh said very well,

VOL. 1L BE
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g0 the heart lie right, it ekills not much for all the
rest.”"— And the advice to * forbear his night watches,
and now begin to take more care of his beslth,” is met by
the assurance that, “ had he fivescore senses to lose, he
did and ought to judge them all well and happily be-
stowed in his majesty's service | ™

On the occasion of this last return to England, how-
ever, even what has been described would serve little to
express what he suffered. Then, when every emergy
was 0 be taxed to the uttermost, the question of his
fiery spirit’s supremacy was indesd put to the issue,
by 2 compliestion of ghastly diseases! In the letter
from Dublin, dated Good Friday, 1640, which aseures
the king that * from this table I shall go on ship
board,” he is compelled to add that, ** besides my gout,
1 have a very violent and ill-conditioned flux upon me,
such as I pever had before. It hath held me already
these seven days, and brought me so weak, s in good
faith nothing that could concern myzelf shonld make
me go & mile forth of my chamber. But thiz is not a
seasen for bemoaning of myself, for T dall cheerfully
venture this crazed vesscl of mine, and either, by God's
help, wait wpon youwr majesty before the parliament begin,
— or efve depowil this infirm hemanity of mine in the
dust !  And “ from the table,” on  ship board,” he
went accordingly, and arrived at Chester on the 4th
of April, quite broken down by the fatigues of a rough
voyage. 1 confess,” he writes, “ that 1 forced the
captain to sen against his will, and have since received
my correction for it. A marvellous foul and danger-
ous night, indeed, we have bad of it!™ In this state
he despatches the following letter to the king : — * May
it plesse your sacred majesty, — With some danger 1
wmgi:.tﬂmmughlstmmn sea, yet light on a greater
misfortune here in harbour, having now got the gout
in both my feet, attended with that ill habit of health 1
brought from Dublin. 1 purposed to have been on my
way again early this morning, but the physician disad-
viseth it ; and in troth such is my pain and weakmess,
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as I werily believe I were not able to endure it
Nevertheless, 1 have provided myself of a litter, and
will try to-morrow how I am sble to bear travel, which
if possible I can do, then by the graee of God will 1
not rest till 1 have the honour to wnit upon your
majesty.  In the mean time it is most grievons unto
me to be thus kept from those duties which 1 owe your
majesty’s service on this great and important occasion.
In truth, eir, in my whole life | never desired health
mare than now, if it shall so please God,— not that 1
can be so vain as to judge myself equally considerable
with many other of your servants, but that 1 might
give my own hesrt the contentment to be near your
commands, in case I might be so happy as to be of
some small use to my most gracious master in such a
conjunciure of time and affairs as this is. God long
Ppreserve your majesty.”

Next, he dictates s long despateh to the earl of Nor-
thumberland, and attempis, at least, to conclude it with
his own hand: — “and yet howbeit, I am much re-
solved and set on all occasions for your serviee, will
my weary hand be able w earry on my pen not one
line further, than only in a word to write myself, in all
truth and perfection, your lordship’s most humbly 10 be
commanded, Strarrornp.”

I quote also from this despatch to Northumberland
an extraordinary incident which occurred on this oe-
casion, and which illustrates bis unremitting vigilance
in matters which he could hardly have been expected to
superintend even under far more favourable circum-
stances. “ Upon my landing at Nesson 1 ohserved a Scot-
tish ship there riding upon ber anchors, of some six or
sevenscore ton, and of some eight or ten pieces of ord-
nance, and here in town I learn that the ship belongs
to Irwin, that she was fraught by some merchants here
with sacks, and that the master now in town, is this
morning to receive some GOOL for freight.  Hereupon,
eonsidering the day for the geperal imbargo is so in-
stant, a5 your lordship knows, I have privately advised

BE 2
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the merchants to stay payment of the freizht until to-
morrow, and will give present direction for the appre-
hension of the master and his mate, now in town. T have
also spoken to the customers to send down to Nesson to
arrest the said ship upon pretence of cozening the king in
his customs, for which the master is to be examined,
and, however, the ship to be fraught for the king's
service for the transportation of these men. 1 have
likewise given command to captain Bartlett presently
to repair thither, to be sssistant therein to the officers
of the customs, and before his leaving the port to see
execution of all this, as slso to take forth of her, all
her Scortish mariners, her sails and guns, and to bring
them on shore, leaving only aboard such English ma-
riners as shall be sufficient to send the ship there, till
further directions. Thus will she Iye fair and open for
your arrest, and perchance prove your best prize of
that kind, and really being manned with English
mariners, which may be pressed for that oceasion, be
of all other the fittest vessel for the transportation of
your men and ammunition to Dunbarton. If 1 have
been over diligent herein, in doing more than (I confiss)
I have commission for, 1 hnmbly erave your lordship’s
pardon, and hope the ruther to obtain jt, in regard
it is a fault easily mended, — for my honest blue-cap
will be hereby so affrighted, s the delivery hack uato
him of his freight, goods and ship, will sufficiently
fulfil his desires and contentment.™

A letter written the following day to Windebanke is
most eminently characteristic : —** [ thank you,” he
says, “ for your good wishes, that I might be free of
the gout ; but a deaf spirit 1 find it, thst will neither
hear nor be persusded to remson. My pain, T thank
God, is gone, yet I am not able to walk once about the
chamber, such a weakness hath it left behind., Never-
theless my obstinacy is as great as formerly, for it shall
have much more to do before it make me leave my
station in these uncertain times. @ all things I love
mat fo put off my cloaths and go to bed in g storm. The
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lieutenant,” he proceeds, ** that made the false muster,
cannot be too severely punished. 1f you purpose to
overcome that evil, you must fall upen the first trons-
gressors like lightning !

Beside mehyhzedmm as Strafford’s, the devotion
of others was like to come tardily off. The letter to
Windebanke proceeds: — ** The proxies of the Irish
nohility 1 have received and transmitted over, 1 cannot
but observe how cantious still your great friend, my
lord of St. Alban's, is, lest he might seem to express his
affections towards the king with too much frankness
and confidence. Lord! how willing he is, by doing
something, as good as mothing, to let you see how well
contentid he would be to disserve the crown, if it were
in his power, as indeed it is not. But if his good
lordship and his fellows were left to my handling, 1
should quiekly teach them better duties, and put them
out of liking with these perverse froward humours.
But the best is, by the good help of his friends, he need
not apprehend the short horns of such a curst cow as
myself, — yet this 1 will zay for him, all your kindness
shall not better his affections to the service of the erown,
or render him thankful to yourselves longer than his
tarn is in serving. Remember, sir, that 1 told you of
it. The lord Roch is a person in a lesser volume, of
the very self-same edition. Poor soul, you see what he
would be at, if he knew how. But seriously let me
agk you n question, What would these and such like
gentlemen do, were they absolute in themselves, when
they are thus forward at that very instant of time, when
their whole estates are justly and fairly in the king's
mercy 7 In a word, "tll 1 see punishments and re.
wards well andd roundly applied, 1 fear very much the
frowardness of this generation will not be reduced to
moderation and right reason, but that it shall extreamly
much difficult his majesty’s ministers, nay, and Imn.l:lf
tog, in the pursuit of his just and royal designs.

Mr. Brodie has accussd Strafford’s despatches of
heaviness, and certainly every word in them bas it

BB J
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weight. * This extraordinary letter eoncludes thas: —
* It troubles me very much to understand by these your
letters, that the deputy licutenants of Yorkshire should
shew themeelves so foolish and so ingrate ss to refuse
to levy 200 men and send them to Berwick, without a
cantion of reimbursement of coat and conduct money,
As for the precedent they alledge, they well term them
to be indeed of former times, for sure 1 am none of
them can remember any such thing of their own know.
ledge, or have learnt any such thing by their own practice.
What they find in some blind book of their fathers kept
by his clerk, 1 know not, but some such poor business
Is the best proof 1 believe they can shew for that alle
gation. Perchance queen Elizabeth now md then did
some such thing; but then it ought to be taken as matter
of bounty, not of duty, the law being so elesr and plain
in that point, as you know. Upon my eoming to town
1 will inform myself who have been the chief leaders in
this business, and thereupon give my gentlemen some.
thing to remember it by hereafter. Bur, above all, 1
cannot sufficiently wonder that my lords st the board
should think of any other satisfaction than eending for
them up, and laying them by the heels, especially con-
sidering what hath been already resolved on there
smongst us.  What, 1 beseech you, should become of
the levy of your 50,000 men, in case the other counties
of the kingdom should return you the like answer?
And therefore this insolence of thei-s ought, in iy poor
opinion, to have been suffocated in the birth, and this

met with a courage, which should have taeght
them their part in these cases to have been obedience,
and mot dispute. Certain I am, that in queen Eliza.
beth's time (those golden times that appear so glorions
in their eyes, and render them dazale] towarde any
other object), they would not have had such an expos-
tulation better cheap than the flees, The very plain
truth is, and 1 beseech you that Rm}'h-um'hlyonmy
part be represented to his ml,je-tyindimhupurm_f
own duty, that the council-board of Inte years have



EARL OF STRAFFORD. 275

gone with so tender a foot in those businesses of lieu-
tenancy, that it hath almost lost that power to the crown;;
and yet such a power it is, and so necessary, as 1 do
not know how we should be able either to correct a
rebellion at home, or to defend ourselves from an in-
vasion from abroad, without it. All which, nevertheless,
I mention with all humility in the world, without the
least imputation to any particular person living or dead,
and humbly bescech his majesty to cause the reins of
this piece of his government to be strongly gathered up
again, which have of late hung too long loose upan us
his lieutenants and deputy lieutenants within the king-
dom.” '

Notwithstanding his desperate state, Strafford cansed
himself to be pushed on to Lovdon. A desire of the
king that he should not hazard the journey, reached
him already engaged in it! He persisted in being
transported thither in a litter by easy journeys. In
London & greater and final occasion was yet to be af-
forded him, for the display of an indomitable nature
triumphantly baffling disease and decay, and sdll, with
the incressing and imperious urgency of the need, tow-
ered ever proudlier the inexhaustible genius of Strafford.

The parliament had met, and the earl immedistely
took his seat in the house of lords. Their proceed-
ings, and their abrupt dissolotion, belong to history.
After that fatal state error, an army, to the command
of which Northumberland had been appointed, was
marched aguinst the Scots. Severe illness, however,
held Northumberland to his bed, and the king resclved
to appoint Strafford in his place. * The earl of Straf.
ford,” observes Clarendon, * was scarce recovered from

¥ It is warth ai almest the only expression of care snd
Charles hod hi given to his minister, “ Hoving seen divers
MMwmymﬂwq,miqmrmd,mbﬂhu
umﬁu.lmumumrimm:umm niot 1o hazand o
travel befure yo ln;l!hh safety of l‘“wh: snut in this 1
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a great sickness, yet was willing to undertake the charge
out of pure indignation to see how few men were for-
ward to serve the king with that vigour of mind they
ought to do ; but knowing well the malisions designs
which were contrived against himself, he would rather
serve as lieutenant-general under the earl of North-
umberland, than that he should resign his commission =
and so, with and under that qualification, he made all
possible haste towards the north before he had strengrth
enough for the journey.”! The same noble historian,
after saying that Strafford could with difficulty, in con-
sequence of illuess, sit in his saddle, describes the shock
he experienced in receiving intelligence of the di

ful flight of a portion of the king's troops at Newbourne
on the Tyne, and proceeds thus : — * In this posture
the earl of Strafford found the army sbout Durham,
bringing with him a body much broken with his late
sickness, which was not clearly shaken off, and 3 mind
and temper confessing the dregs of it, which, being
marvellously provoked and inflamed with indignation
at the late dishonour, rendered him less gracions, that
is, less inclined to make himself o, to the oficers upon
his first entrance into his charge: it may be, in that
mass of disorder not quickly discerning to whom kind-
ness and respect was justly due. But those who by
this time no doubt were retsined for that purpose, twok
that opportunity to incense the army againgt him, and
so far prevailed in it, that in & short time it was more
inflamed against him than against the enemy,” 2 In
this melancholy state, with a disgraced and mutinous
foree, Strafford fell back upon York.

From this moment he sank daily. Intrigues of the
maost disgraceful character, carried on by Holland, Ha-
milton, and Vane, and assisted every way by the quesn,
united with his sickness ty hreak him down, Sl
he was making desperate efforts to strengthen and ani-
mate his army, when suddenly he found thae a treaty
with the Scots had actually commenced, and that his

! History, vol L . 104 " Vol L p s
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especial enemy, lord Savile, was actively employed to for-
ward it. Ultimately, these negotiations were placed in
the hands of sixtecn peers;, every one of whom were
his personal opponents.  And the crowning enemy was
behind,—*anenemy," as lord Clarendon observes, “maore
terrible than all the others, and like to be more fatal,
the whole Seottish nation, provoked by the declaration he
had procured of Ireland, and some high carriage and
expressions of his ageinst them in that kingdom,"!
illustrated this eminent hatred, by peremptorily refus
ing, in the midst of much profession of attachment to
the king and the Englizh nation, to hold any conferences
at York, because it was within the jurisdiction of him
whom they called that * chief incendiary,” their * mor-
tal foe,” the lord-lieutenant of Ireland.

In this there was exaggeration. Notwithstanding
the assertions of nearly all the historles, that Straf-
ford's continual counsel to Charles was to rely on arms
alone, it i= quite certain, from the minutes of the
council of peers at York?, that this is erroneous.
When he sent the commission to Ormond to bring over
his own srmy of 20,000 men from Irelund, the nEgo-
tiations had not been resumed, and, on the resumption of
them, that commission was withdrawn. Now, however,
thwarted and exasperated on all sides, he resolved to
furnish one more proof (it was destined to be the last )
of the possibility of recovering the royal authority, by a
great and vigorous exertion. During the negotintions
no sctual cessation of arms had been agreed to by the
Scots, and he therefore secretly despatched a party of

I The hatred was, indeed, mistual  Strafbied mere than once, i his
despatches, shows that e even iafiked, and was disposed to turs inte ridi-
cule, their made af speech,  Alluiling to s Seotchman, for imtance, & M.
Barre, whom be supposed to have Levn favoured by the court intrigusrs
aguinst him, he writes from Drelsnd thas ;= Then on that side he pro.
cures, by some very near his majesiy, aceess to the king, there whispering
comtimally smmething or anothes to mrhmjﬂudkt; boasts familiarky, how
mﬁ;mr . m&e'“ﬂ“ 'ull'qud

3 a moare
with many lﬂ:ﬁﬂ , tuffed with & muhmﬁﬂumm
mwl?l." Anil pee Rushworth, wol, iil, p 1881

¥ Printed in the Hardwicke State Fapers.  And seo 8 very able and im-

wigw of Scralbad’s conduct and character, in the History continued
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horse, under a favourite officer, to attack them in their
quarters. A large body of the enemy were defeated by
this manceuvre, all their officers taken prisoners, the army
inspirited, and the spirits of Strafford himself restored.
Again he upo]ceennﬁdnnllr of the future, when suddenly
the king, prevailed on by others, commanded him to for-
bear. In the same moment, without any previous warn-
ing, he was told that a parliament was summoned.

Berafford saw at once the extent of his danger. He
had thrown his last stake and lost it. He prayed of
the king to be allowed to retire to his government in
Ireland, or to some other place, where he might promote
his majesty’s service, and not deliver himself into the
hands of his enraged enemies. Charles refused. He still
reposed on the enormous value of his minister's genius,
and considered that no sacrifice too great might be in-
curred, for the chance of its service to himself in the
coming struggle. At the same time he pledged himself
by a solemn promise, that, ** while there was a king
in England, not a hair of Strafford’s head should be
touched by the parlisment ! The earl arrived in Lon-
don.

“ It was about three of the clock in the afternoon,”
says Clarendon, * when the Earl of Strafford (being
infirm and not well disposed in health, and so not having
stirred out of his house that morning,) hearing that
both houses still sate, thoughe fit to go thither. It waa
believed by some (upon what ground wes pever clear
enough) that he made that haste there to accnse the
lordl Bay, and some others, of having induced the Seots
to invade the kingdom ; but he was scarce entered into
the house of peers, when the message from the house of
commons was called in, and when Mr. Pym at the bar,
and in the name of all the commons of England, im-
peached Thommas, earl of Strafford (with the addition
of all his other titles) of high treason ™

Upwards of twelve years had elapsed since sir Thomas
Wentworth stood face to face with Pym. Upon the eve
of his elevation to the peerage, they had casually met
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at Greenwich, when, after a short eonversation on public
affairs, they separated with these memorable words,
addressed by Pym to Wentworth, “ You are going to
leave ua, but I will never leave you, while your head is
upon your shoulders ! 1 That prophetic summons to a
more fatal meeting was now at last accomplished |

Strafford had entered the house, we learn from one
who observed him, with his usual impetuous step—
“ with speed,” says Baillie, ** he comes to the house; he
ealls rudely at the door ; James Maxwell, keeper of the
black rod, opens; his lordship with a proud glooming
countenance, makes townrds his place at the board head ;
but at onee many bid him void the house; so he is forced,
in confusion, to go to the door till he was called. , . He
offered tospeak, but was commanded to be gone without
aword. In the outer room, James Maxwell required
him, as prisoner, to deliver his sword, When he had
got it, he cries, with a loud voice, for his man to earry
my lord-lieutenant’s sword. This done, he makes
through a number of people to his coach, all gazing,
no man capping to him, before whom that morning
the greatest in England would have stood discovered.”

This was a change indeed ! Yet it was a change for
which Strafford would seem to have been found not
altogether unprepared. 1In all the proceedings pre-
i to his memorable trial, in all the eventful inci-
dents that followed, he was quist snd collectad, and
showed, in his general bearing, a magnanimous sslf.
subduement. It is a mean as well as a hasty judgment,
which would attribute this to any unworthy compromise
with his real nature. It is probably a juster and more
profound view of it, to say that, into a few of the later
weeks of his life, new knowledge had penetrated from
the midst of the breaking of his fortunes. It was well
and beautifully said by a then living poet, —

= The soul's dark cottage, battered and decayed,
Lets in new light thrisgh chinks that time has made!

! An sdmirable commentary an this Seroe text s nupplied friersd
M Cattermule, at the cenmencement of e volisme. Ll
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— and when sudidenly upon the sight of Strafford broke
the wision of the long unseen assembly of the people,
with the old chiefs, and the ol ceremonies, only more

and more fatal, —when he saw himself in &
single hour, dissbled by a set of men not greater in
vigour or in intelleet than those over whem the weak-
minded Buckingham had for years contemptucusly
triumphed, — the chamber of that assembly forsaken for
Westminster Hall,— its once imperious master become a
timid suditor, listening unobserved through his screen-
ing curtaing, and unable to repress by his presence a
single threatening glance, or subdue a single fierce voiee,
amongst the multitude assembled to pronounce judg.
ment on his minister, — that multitode grown from the
* faithful commons* into the imperial council of the
land, and the swormn uphbolders of its mot yet fallen
liberties,— Pym no longer the mouth-piece of a faction
that might be trampled on, but recognised as the chosen
champion of the people of England, “the delegated
woice of God ; " — when Strafford had persuaded him-
self that all this vision was indeed a reality before him,
we may feel the sudden and subduing conviction which
at once enthralled him to iteelf! the conviction that he
had mistaken the tue presentment of that principle
of power which he worshipped, and that his penius
ehould have had a different devotion. He had not sunk
lower, but the parlisment had towered immessurshly
hugher !

The first thing he did after his arrest, was to write
to the lady Strafford.  * Sweet hart,—You have heard
before this what hath befallen me in this place, but be
you confident, that if 1 fortune to be blamed, yet 1 will
not, by God's help, be ashamed. Your carriage upon
this misfortune 1 should advise to be calm, not seeming
to be neglective of my trouble, and yet 5o as there may
appear no dejection in you. Continoe on the family as
formerly, and make much of your children. Tell Will,
Nan, and Arabella, 1 will write to them by the next,
In the mean time I shall pray for them to God, that
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he muy bless them, and for their sakes deliver me out
of the furious malice of my enemies, which yet 1 trust,
through the goodnesse of God, shall do we no hurt.
God bave us all in his blessed keeping. Your very
loving husbande, STRarronpe.”

A few days after this, having vainly proffered hail,
he was committed to the Tower. Thereupon he wrote
aguin to lady Strafford. * Sweet hart,—1 never pityed
you so much as I do now, for in the death of that great
person the deputy, you have lost the principal friend
you had there, whilst we are here riding out the storm,
as well as God and the scason shall give us leave. Yet
1 trust lord Dillon will supply unto you in part that
great loss, till it please God to bring us together again.
As to myzelf, albeit all be done against me that art and
malice can devise, with all the rigour possible, yet T am
in great inward guietnesse, and a strong heliefe God
will deliver me out of all these troubles. The more 1
look into my case, the more hope I have, and sure, if
there be any honour and justice left, my life will not be
in danger, and for any thing els, time I trust will salve
any other hurt which can be done me. Therefore hold
up your heart, look to the children and your house, et
me have your prayers, and at last, by God's good plea-
sure, we shall have our deliverance, when we may as
little look for it as we did for this blow of misfortune,
which, I trust, will make us better to God and man.
Your loving husbande, Sriarrorne.”

The preliminary arrangements having been settled,
anid some negotiations proposed by Charles with & view
to his rescue having fuiled, Strafford’s impeachment be-
gan. Never had such * pompous circumstanees ™ and
s0 ** stately a manner " been witnessed st any judicial
procesding in England. One only, since that day, has
matched it. 1t was not the trial of an individual, but the
solemn arbitration of an issue between the two great ant.
agonist principles, liberty and despotism. Westminster
Hall, which bad alternately witnessed the triumphs of
both, was the fitting scene. Scaffolds, nearly reaching to
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the roof, were erected on either side, eleven stages high,
divided by rails. In the upper ranks of these were the
commissioners of Scotland and the lords of Ireland, who
had joined with the commoners of England in their
accusations. In the centre sat the peers in their par.
lisment robes, and the lord keeper and the judges, in
their scarlet robes, were on the woolsacks. At the
upper end, beyond the peers, was a chair raised under a
cloth of state for the king, and another for the prinee.
The throne was unoccupied, for the king was supposed
not to be present, since, in his presence, by legal con-
struction, no judicial act could legally be done. Twao
cahinets or galleries, with trellis work, were on each side
of the cloth of state. The king, the queen, and their
court, oceupied one of these! — the foreign nobility then
in London the other.  The earls of Arundel and Lind-
sey acted, the one as high-stewand, and the other as
high-constable, of England. Straiford entered the hall
daily, guarded by two hundred trainbands. The king
had procured it as a special favour, that the axe should
not be carried before him, At the foot of the state-
cloth was & seaffuld for ladies of quality ; at the lower
end was a place with partitions, and an-spartment to
retire to, for the convenience and consultations of the
managers of the trial ; opposite to this the witnesses
entered ; and between was a small desk, at which the
accused garl stood or sate, with the lieutenant of the
Tawer beside him, and at his back four secretaries.
The articles of accusation had gradually, during the
long and tedious preliminary proceedings, swelled from
nine — whieh was their original number — to twenty-
eight. Pym, in an able speech, presented them to the
house of lords. Strafford entreated that — secing these
charges filled 200 sheets of paper, and involved the
various and ill-remembered incidents of fourtesn years of
nhmmanhmmﬁhﬂwmmmﬂ

if they had been far the all coworel™
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a life of severe action— the space of three months should
be permitted for the answer. He was allowed three
weeks, and, on the 24th of February, 1641, his an-
swers, in detail, to the charges of the commons were
read to the house, The 22d of March was then fixed
for the commencement of his trial.

On the first reception of the articles, Strafford, with
characteristic purpose, wrote to his wife. * Sweet
Harte,—1t is long sinee I writt unto you, for I am here
in such a trouble, as gives me little or no respitt. The
charge is now come in, and I am now able, I prayse God,
to tell wou that T eonceive there iz nothing copitall; and
for the reste, | know at the worste his majestie will
pardon all, without hurting my fortune ; and then we
shall be happy, by God's grace. Therefore comfort
yourself, for I trust thes cloudes will away, and that
wee ghall have faire weather afterwardes. Farewell.
Your loving hushand, Srnarvonne.” He expressed the
same opinion in a letter to gir Adam Loftus.

A short summary of the charges will be sufficient for
the present purpose. For it is not necessary, after the
ample notice which has been given of Strafford’s life
and actions, to occupy uny considerable space with
ﬂ:ﬁﬁrmlings, which only further illustrated them

The grand olject which the leaders of the commons
had in view, wos to establish against Strafford ax
ATTEMPT T{ SUBVERT TIE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS OF THE
cousty.? They had an ungoestionable right, with
this view, to blend in the impeachment offences of a
different degree ; nor was it ever pretended by them that
maore than one or two of the articles amounted to treason.
Their course — to deduce & legal construction of treason

! Rushworth has devoted o large fdio volume, to the socurrences of the
,Lfi.])emhmlut ahana,

They bl passed this vote in the house of cxmmons, snd against it not

A Yoice was ratsed, even by the parl's mest ardent w-prhn = That the

ear] of Strafimd had endedvoured e sulvert the wiit an! Mondanentsl

Ilﬂ;lf'l.humh.lnd. o introdece artdirary and tyrannical govern.
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from actions notoriously gone  thorough® with in the
service and in exaltation of the king — was to show that,
no matter with what motive, any actions undertaken
which had a tendency to prove destructive to the state,
amounted, in legal effect, to a traitorous design against
the sovereign. The sovereign, it was argued by these
great men, could never have had a contemplated ex-
istence beyond, or independent of, the state. It could
never have been the ohject, they said, to have defended
the king by the statute of Edward 111, and to have left
undefended the great body of the people associated
under him. ‘This principle Strafford had himeelf recog-
nised in his support of the petition of right, and it is
truly observed by Rushworth, that * all the laws eon-
firmed and renewed in that petition of right were said
to be the most envenomed arrows that gave him his
mortal wound.* The proofs by which it was proposed
to sugtain the tremendous accusation, were to be deduced
from a series of his sctions infringing the laws, from
words intimating arbitrary designs, and from certain
eounsels which directly tended to the entire ruin of the
frame of the constitution.

Over the three great divisions of his public funetions
the articles of impeachment were distributed.  As pre-
sident of the council of York, he was charged with
having procured powers subwversive of all law, with
having committed insufferable acts of oppression under
eolour of his instructions, and with baving distinetly
announced tyrannical intentions, by declaring that the
people should find = the king's little finger heavier than
the loins of the law.” As governor of Ireland, he was
accused of having publicly asserted, * That the lrish
was o conquered mation, and that the king might do
with them as he plessed.” He was charged with acis
of oppression towards the earl of Cork, lord Mount-
norris, the lord chaneellor Loftus, the earl of Kil-
dare, and other persons. He had, it was alleged, issued
a general warrant for the seizure of all persons who
refosed to submit to any legal decree against them,
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and for their detention till they either submitted, or gave
bail to appear before the council table : he had sent sal-
diere to free quarters on those who would not cbey his
arbitrary decrees : he had prevented the redress of his
injustice, by procuring instructions to prohibit all pre-
sons of distinetion from quitting Ireland without his
express licence : he had appropriated to himself a large
ghare of the customs, the monopoly of tebseco, and the
sule of licences for the exportation of certain commodi-
ties : he had committed grievous acts of oppression in
guarding his monopoly of tobaceo: he had, for his own
interest, caused the rates on merchandise to be raised,
and the merchants to be harassed with new and unlaw-
ful oaths : he hai ohetrueted the industry of the country,
by introducing new and unknown processes into the
manufacture of flax: be had encouraged his army, the
instrument of his oppression, by assuring them that his
majesty would regard them as a pattern for all his three
kingdoms : he had enforced an illegal cath on the Scot-
tish subjects in Ireland: he had given undue encou-
ragement to papists, and had actually composed the
whole of his new-levied troops of adherents to that re.
ligion. As chief minister of England, it was laid to his
charge that he had instigated the king to make war on
the 8cots, and had himself, as governor of Ireland,
commenced hostilities: that, on the question of sup-
plics, he had declared, * That his majesty should first
try the parliwment here, and if that did not supply him
according to his occasions, he might then use his pre-
. ropative to levy what he needed ; and that he should
be sequitted both of God and man, if he took some
other courses to supply himself, though it were against
the will of his subjects:" that, after the dissolution of
that parliament, he had ssid to his majesty, * That,
having tried the affections of his people, he was Joose
and absolved from all rules of government, and was to
do every thing that power would admit; that his ma-
jesty had tried all ways, and was refused, and should
be acquitted both to God and man ; that be had an
VOL. 1L oo
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army in Ireland, which he might employ to reduce
England to obedience.” He was farther charged with
baving counselled the royal declaration which reflected
80 bitterly on the last parlinment ; with the seizure of
the bullion in the Tower ; the proposal of coining
base money ; a new levy of ship-money ; and the loan
of 100,0000. from the city of London. He was ae-
cused of having told the refractory citizens that no
good would be done till they were laid up by the heels,
and some of their aldermen hanged for an example.
It was laid to his charge that he had levied arbitrary
exnctions on the people of Yorkshire to maintain his
troops: and, finally, that his counsels had given rise to
the rout at Newburn.™ |

In his snswers and opposing evidence Strafford main-
tained, that '* the enlarged instructions for the council
of York had not been procured by his solicitations;
that the specified instances of oppression in the northern
counties were committed after hiz departure for Ireland ;
ani that the words imputed to him were directly the
reverse of those which be had spoken. With regard
to Ireland, he vindicated his opinion that it was a
conguered country, and that the king's prerogative was
much greater there than in England. He contended
that all the judgments, charged on him as arbitrary,
were deliversd by competent courts, in none of which
bie hud above a single voice: that the prevention of
persons from quitting the kingdom without leenee, as
well as placing soldiers at free quarters on the disobe.
dient, were transactions consistent with ancient usages:
that the flax manufacture owed all its prosperity to his
exertions, and that his prohibition tended to remedy
some barbarons and unjust methods of sorting the yarn :
that his bargsins for the customs and tobacco were
profitable to the crown and the country: and that the
oath which he had enforeed on the Scots was required
by the eritical ecircumstances of the times, and fully
approved by the government. In regacd to his trans-

V traffbed’s Trial, pp. G1—75 Nalson, vol i, pp. 11—80,
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actions in England, he answered that hostility against
Seotland having been resolved on, he had merely
eoutiselled an offensive in preference to a defensive
war: that his expressions relative to supplies were
in strict conformity to the established maxim of the
congtitution! : that, in such emergencies as a foreign
invasion, the sovereign was entitled to levy contribu.
tions, or adopt any other measure for the publie de-
fence: that the words relative to the employment of
the Irish army were falsely stated, and that he had not
ventured to apply to the kingdom of England words
uttered in & committee expressly assembled to consider
of the reduction of Scotland, He said that his harsh
expressions towards the citizens of London were heard
by only one interested individual, and not heard
by others who stood a3 mear him: that the comtri-
butions in Yorkshire were voluntary : and that the
proposals for seizing the bullion and coining base money
did not proceed from him. ¥

The charges which remuined untouched by thess
answers were abandoned by the commons, as irrelative or
incapable of proof, and on the 23d of March, 1641,
the chief manager, Mr. Pym, rose in Westminster
Hull, and opened the case ageinst him.

The * getting up™ of that mighty scene has been
described, and a few words may serve to put it, as it
were, in aetion,

Three kingdoms, by their representatives, were pre-
sent, and for fifteen days, the period of the duration of
the trial, “it was daily,” says Buillie, * the most
glorious assembly the isle could afford.” The earl him-
self appeared before it each day in deep mourning,
wearing his George. The stern and simple character
of his features acvorded with the occasion, — his  comn_
wnance manly hlack,” as Whitelock terms ft, and his

1 Batuw seprema les,

 Straffind’s Trial, pp 61—5  Nabson, vol. i, o I1—=8L I Bare
partiv availed :;ulr,mm above, of Mr. MacDizrmiss abetract — pp. 251
=i bome of the charges specified, were added in the course of the

co 2



388 BRITISH STATEEMEN.

thick dark hair et short from his ample forehead. A
poet who was present exclaimed,
: & O thy hiow
Bate terror mized with wisdom, and of ence
Saturn and Hermes in thy countenanpe. *

—To this was added the deep interest which can never
be withheld from sickness bravely bome. His face
was dashed with paleness, and his body stooped with
its own infirmities even more than with its master's
cares, This was, indeed, 8o evident, that he was obliged
to allude to it himself, and it was not seldom alluded
to by others. * They had here,” he said, on one occa-
sipn, * this rag of mortality before them, worn out with
numerous. inflrmities, which, if they tore into shreds,
there was no great loss, only in the spilling of his, they
would open a way to the blood of all the nobility in
the land.” His disorders were the most terrible to
bear in themeelves, and of that nature, moreover, which
can least endure the aggravation of mental anxiety.
A severe attack of stone !, gout in one of his legs to an
extent even with him unusual, and other pains, had
bent all their affictions upon him. Yet, though a
generous eympathy wis demanded on this score, and
paid by not a few of his worst opponents, it availed
little with the multitudes that were present. Much
noise and confusion prevailed at oll times through the
hall ; there was ulways a great elamour near the doars ;
and we have it on the authority of Rushworth himself,
that at those intervals when Strafford was busied in
preparing his answers, the most distracting “ hub-
bulbs " broke out, lords walked sbout and chatted, snd
eommoners were yet more offensively lond.” This was
unfavourable to the recollection, for disproof, of inc.
dents long passed, and of conversations forgotten |
But conscious that he was not to be allowed in any ease
permission to retire, as soon a3 one of his opponent

; See Nalom, vol. 1L p 100k &
Bailli milds, thet in these perinis ™ Amh ol beesd ™ was and
“_jh“ﬁ ol beer and wing were gaing thick from moith to muuih_:'u‘
Baillis ennnet pedrain from uryllru. while he describes the gullt to have
heen fully proved, that some o the evidence was caly anad
tabileudisgoarse, fim. fame, and feariefilries. ™
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managers had closed his charge, the earl cilmly turned
his back to his judges, and, with uncomplaining com-
posure, conferred with his secretaries and couneel,

He had, indeed, it is not to be forgotten, strong ze-
gurances to sustain him secretly.  He had, first, his own
conviction of the legal incompeteney of the charges, and
to this was added the doubly pledged faith of the king.
In his prison he had received the following letter ; —
# Brparrorn, — The misfortune that is fallen upon you
by the strange mistaking and eonjuncture of these times,
being such that 1 must lay by the thought of employing
you hereafter in my affairs, yet I cannot satisfy myself
in honour or conscience, without assuring you (now in
the midst of your troubles) that wpon the word of a
king you shall not suffer in life, honour, or fortune.
This is but justice, and therefore a very mean rewand
from a master to g0 faithful and ablen servant, as yeu
have showed yourself to be,— yet it is a5 much as 1 con-
ceive the present times will permit, thongh none shall
hinder me from being your constant and faithful friend,
Crartes” But aguinst these aids, were opposed certain
significant symptoms of a desperate and fatal purpose
on the part of the managers of the impeachment. The
bishops, on whom he might reasonably have relied,
had, on the motion of Willinms, withdrawn from at-
tendance “ in agitations cauae sanguinis,” surrendering
the right they had, under what was called ** the consti-
tutions of Clarendon,” of attending in capital trials up
to the stage of judgment. Next,— the person on whose
evidence Strafford mainly relied in the proof of his
answers, sir George Hadeliffe, had, by a master-siroke
of Pym's, been incapacitated suddenly by a charge of
treason against himeelf, — not preferred certainly with-
out cause, on the presumption of the guilt of the prin-
gipal, for he had been Strafford’s guilty agent in all
things, but preferred with a fotal effect to Strafford
himself. Again, — though counsel hud been granted
him, they were Testricted by the lords, on conference
with the commons, to the argument of points of law.

cec 3
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Lastly, — with an jrresistible energy, equalled only by
Strafford’s own, Pym hai forced from the king a release
for all the members of his secret council from their path
of seereey, in order to their examination before the
committee of impeachment.

** My lords,” said Strafford, — alluding to this, and to
eertain words of his own which such examination had
been alleged to have proved, — My lords, these words
were not wantonly or unnecessarily spoken, or whispered
in & corner, but they were spoken in full council, where,
by the duty of my cath, I was obliged to speuk accord-
ing to my heart and conscience, in all things concerming
the king's service. If I had forborne to speak what T
caticeived to be for the benefit of the king and the
people, 1 had been perjured towards almighty God.
And for delivering my mind openly and freely, shall 1
be in danger of my life, as a traitor? I that necessity
be put upon me, I thank God, by his blessing I have
learned not to stand in fear of him who can only kill
the body. If the question be, whether I must be traitor
to man, or perjured to God, I will be faithful to my
creator.  And whatsoever shall befall me from popalar
rage or from my own weakness, I must leave it to that
almighty being, and to the justice and honour of my
Jjudges. My lords, 1 eonjure you not to make your-
selves 5o unhappy, as to disable yourselves and your
children from undertaking the great charge and trust
of the commonwealth. You inherit that trust from
your fathers, you are bomn to great thoughts, you are
ourssd up for the great and weighty employments of
the kingdom. But if it be once admitted, that & coun.
sellor, delivering his opinion with others at the couneil.
table, eandid! ef casté, under an oath of secrecy and
fuithfulness, shall be brought into question, upon scme
misapprebension or ignorance of law, — if every word,
that he speaks from a sincere and noble intention, shall
be drawn against him, for the attainting of him, his
children and posterity, — T know not (under favor T
speak it,) any wise or noble pereon of fortune, who
will, upon such perilous and uneafe terms, mlventure to
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be counsellor to the king! Therefore, I beseech your
lordships so to look on me, that my misfortune may
not bring an inconvenience wupon yourselver. And
though my words were not so advised and discreet, or
g0 well weighed, as they ought to be, yet I trust your
lordships are too honourable apd just, to lay them to
my charge as high tresson. Opinions may make an
heretic, but that they make a traitor, 1 have never
heard till now."”

Again, in reference to matters alleged against him on
the evidence of familiar conversations, he eloguently
protested thus : — ** If, my lords, words spoken to
friends In familiar discourse, spoken in one’s chamber,
spoken at one's tahle, spoken in one's sick bed, spoken
perhaps to gain better reason, to give himself more
clear light and judgment, by reasoning ; — if these
things shall be brought against n man as treason, this,
under favour, takes away the comfort of all human
society, — by this mesns we shall be debarred from
speaking (the principal joy and comfort of society) with
wise and good men, to become wiser, and better our
lives., If these things be strained to take away life and
honour, and all that i= desirable, it will be a silent
world | A eity will become a hermitage, and sheep will
be found amongst a crowd and press of people ! and no
mun shall dare to impart his solitary thoughts or opi-
mions to his friend and neighbour ! Noble and touch-
ing as this is, let the reader remember, as he reads it,
the case of Mountnorris, and the misquoting and tor-
turing of words, in themselves harmless, by which
the lord deputy of Ireland sacrificed that man to his
schemes of absolute power. It is mournful to be obliged
to add that, it is chiefly the genius of a great actor which
calls for admiration in this great scene ; for though he
was, as we may well believe, sincere in his sudden present
acknowledgment of that power of the commons which
he had =0 often braved, the same plen of sincerity can-
not serve him in his bold outfacing of every previous
action of his power,

00 4
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resources he manifested, that the managers of the
commons failed in much of the effict of their evidence.
Even the clergy who were present forgot the imprison-
ment of the wesk and miserable Loud (who now lay
in prison, stripped of his power by this formidable par-
lisment, which the very despotism of himsslf and
Strafford had gifted with its potently operative force )
and thought of nothing but the * grand apostate™ be-
fore them. * By this time,” says May, * the people
began to be a little divided in opinion. The clergy in
general were s0 much fallen into love and admiration
of this earl, that the archhishop of Canterbury was
almost quite forgotten by them, The courtiers cried
hitm up, and the ladies were exceedingly on his side.
It seemed a very pleasant object to see so many Sem-
pronias, with pen, ink, and paper in their hands,
noting the passages, and dizeoursing upon the grounds,
of law and state. They were all of his side, whether
moved by pity, praper to their sex, or by ambition of
being able to judge of the parts of the prisoner. But.
£0 great was the favour and love which they openly

expressed to him, that some could not but think of that
verse: —

* Non formosas erat, sed erat acindis

Et tamen miunres torsit amore deas | ™
Even the chuirman of the committee who prepared his
impeschment, the suthor of the Memorials, observes,
** Certainly never any man acted such s part, on such
a theatre, with mare wizsdome, constancy, and elo-
quence, with grester reason, judgment, and temper,
and with a better grace in all his words and gestures,
thun this great and excellent person did."

Buch, indeed, appeared to be a very prevailing feeling,
when on the momning of the 10th of April, hefore the
opening of ﬁnt duy's trial, Pym entered the house of
commons and announced a communication i
the ear] of Strafford, of vital importance, Th:m
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were ordered to remain in their places, and the doors of
the house were locked. Pym and the young sir Harry
Vame then rose, and produced a paper containing * a
enpy of notes taken at a junto of the privy council for
the Scots affairs, about the 5th of May last.” These
were motes made by sir Henry Vane the elder, snd
Clarendon says, that he placed them in the hands of
Pym out of hatred to Strafford.  With much more ap-
penrance and likelihood of truth, however, Whitelocke
states that the elder Vane, being absent from London,
and in want of some papers, sent the key of his study
to his son, and that the latter, in executing his father's
orders, found this paper, and was ultimately induced
by Pym to allow its production against Strafford. The
commons received this new evidence with many ex-
pressions of zealous thankfulness,

On the 13th of April the notes were read in West-
minster Hall by Pym. They were in the shape of a
dialogue and conference, and contained opinions de-
livered by Laud and Hamilton ; but the essential words
were wonls spoken by Strafford to the king. * You
have an army in Ireland that you may employ to reduce
this kingdom to obedience.” Vane the elder was then
called, He denied recollection of the words at first,
till it had been asserted by others of the privy council,
that Strafford had wsed those words, “ or the like,”
when the earl’s brother-in-law, lord Clare, rose and
suggested that * this kingdom,” by grammatical con-
struction, might mean Scotland.  With singular ahility
Strafford directed all his resources to the weakening
of this evidence, but it was generally regarded as
fatal. He urged his brother-in-law's ohjection ; the very
title of the notes, in proof of the country referred 1o,
“mno danger of a war with Scotland, if offensive, not
defensive ;" and protested against 1 man's life being
left to hung wpon a single wonl. The evidence was,
finally, admitted against him, and he was eallad upon
to make his general defence in person against the facts,
leaving the law to his counsel,
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He began by adverting to his painful and adverse
position, alone and unsupported, against the whole su-
thority and power of the commons, his health impaired,
his memory almost gone, his thoughts unquiet and
troubled. He prayed of their lordships to supply his
many infirmities, by their better abilities, better judg-
ments, better memories. * You alone” le said, 1
acknowledge, with all gladness and humility, as my
judges. The king condemns no man; the great ope-
ration of his sceptre is merey ; he dispenses Justice by
his ministers ; but, with reverence he it spoken, he is
not my judge, nor are the eommons my judges, in this
case of life and death. To your Judgment alone, my
lords, 1 submit myself in all cheerfulness. I have
great cause to give thanks to God for this, and cele-
brated be the wisdom of our ancestors who have so

With great fores and subtle judgment, he then argued
azminst the doctrine of arbitrary and constructive trea-
son, and afterwards proceeded — My lords, it is
hard to be questioned upon a law which cannot be
shown. Where hath this fire lain hid 0 many hundred
years, without smoke to discover it, dll ir thus burst
forth to consume me and my children? That punish-
ment should precede promulgation of a law, to be
punished by a law subsequent to the fact, is extreme
hard] What man can be safe, if this be sdmitted 2 My
lords, it is hard in another respect, — that there should
be no token set, by which we should know this offence,
no admonition by which we should avoid i, My lords,
be pleased to give that regard to the peerage of Eng-
land, as never expose yourselves to such moot points —
such constructive interpretations of laws: if there must
be a trial of wits, let the subject-matter be of some-
what else than the lives and bionours of peers, It will
be wisdom for yourselves, for ¥our posterity, and for
the whole kingdom, to cast fnto ihe fire these bloody
and mysterious volumes of constructive and arbitrary
treason, as the primitive Christians did their books of
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curious arts, and betake yourselves to the pliin letter
of the law and statute, that telleth us what is and what
is mot treason, without being more ambitious to be more
learned in the art of killing than our forefuthers! It is
now 240 years since any man was touched for this
alleged crime, to this height, before myself. Let us
not awaken these sleeping lions to our destructions, by
taking up a few musty records, that have Lain by the
walls s0 many ages, forgotten or neglected. May your
lordships please not to add this tomy othermisfortunes, —
let not & precedent be derived from me, so disadvan
tageous as this will be in its consequence to the whole
kingdom. Do not, through me, wound the interest of
the commonwealth : —and howsoever these gentlemen
gay, they speak for the commonwealth, yet, in thia par-
ticular, I indeed speak for it, and show the incon-
veniences and mischiefs thet will fall upon it: for, as it
is said in the statute 1 Hen. IV., *No one will know
what to do or say for fear of such pemalties’ Do not
put, my lords, such difficulties upen ministers of state,
that men of wisdom, of honour, and of fortune, may not
with cheerfulness and safety be employed for the public,
If you weigh and measure themn by grains and scruples,
the public affuirs of the kingdom will lie waste, no
man will meddle with them who hath any thing to lose.
My lords, I have troubled you longer than I should
have done, were it not for the interest of those dear
pledges a saint in Heaven hath left me." At this word
(says the reporter) he stopped awhile, letting fall some
tears to ber memory ; then he went on: — What 1
forfeit myself is nothing ; but that indiscretion should
extend to my posterity woundeth me to the very soul.
You will pardon my infirmity ; something T should have
added, but am not able ; therefore let it pass, Now,
my lords, for myself, 1 have been, by the blessing of
Almighty God, taught that the afflictions of this present
life are not to be compared to the eternal weight of
glory, which shall be revealed hereafier. And so, my
lords, even so, with all tranquillity of mind, I freely
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submit myself to your judgment, and whether that judge
ment be of life or death, Te Dewm lfowdamus.” |

Great was the struggle to be made sgainst such noble
and affeeting eloquence, and Pym proved himself not
unequal to it. While we yield due admirstion to the un-
exampled demeanour of Strafford in this conjuncture ;—
to that quick perception of his exact position, which,
while it revealed to him the whale magmitude of the
danger, suggested the most plausible defence, and sup-
plied resolution where, to an ondinary spirit, it would
bave induced despair, — so that, while sinking down the
tremendous gulf into which he had besn so sud
precipitated, he displayed the same coolness in catching
at every weed, however feeble, that might retard his
descent, as though the peril had long been foreseen and
the methods of eseape long rehearsed, — while we praise
this in him, let us not forget the still more i
bearing of his adversary — the triumph of Pym, as un-
paralleled as the overthrow of Straffard. ~ In either
case the individual rose or fell with the establishment
or the withdrawal of a great principle. Pym knew and
felt this, and that with him it now rested whether or
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not the privileges =o long contested, the rights so lang
misunderstood, of the great body of the people, should
win st last their assured consummation and acknowledg-
ment. In the speeches of Pym the true point is to be
recognised, on which the vindication of Strafford’s death
turn. The defence of the accused was technical, and
founded on rules of evidence, and legal constructions of
etatutes, which, though clearly defined since, were in
that day recognised doubtfully, and frequently exceeded.
The defence of the accusers, if they are indesd to be
put upon their defence before a posterity for whose
rights they hazarded all things, rests upon a principle
which was implanted in man when he was born, and
which no age can deaden or obsecure. *° My lards,”
gzid Pym, © we charge him with nothing but what the
“law’ in every man's bresst condemns, the light of
nature, the light of eommon reazon, the roles of common
society.” | Nor can it be doubted, that occasions must
ever be recognised by the philosopher and the stutesman,
when the community may be re-invested in those rights,
which were theirs before a particular law was estab.
lished. If ever such an occasion had arisen, surely,
looking back upon the occurrences of the past, and
forward upon the prospects of the futare, it had arisen
here. It was time that outraged humanity should ap-
peal, a5 Pym afterwards urged, to “ the element of all
laws, out of which they are derived, the end of all
laws, to which they are designed, and in which they are
perfected.” 2 The public liberty was in danger, from
the life of Strafford, and the guestion of justice reared
itself above the narrow limits of the law. For yet, again
Pym urged, the law itself can be no other than that
“which puts a difference betwixt good and evil, be-
twixt just and unjust! It is God alone who subsiuts by
himself, afl other things subsist in o motual dependence
and relation !™# Nor can it be alleged, even by the
legal opponents of this ‘mpeschment, that the proofs

| Mumhowarth, vol, will. pp 108, 100, ® [hilp GEL
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advanced under the fifteenth article, which had charged
Strafford with raising money by his own authority, and
quartering troops upen the people of Ireland, did not
advance far more nearly to a substantive treason, within
the statute of Edward T11., than many of the i
precedents that were offired.  * Neither will this,” Pym
contended on that ground with a terrible earnestness, * be
a new way of blood. There are marks enough to trace
this law to the very original of this kingdom ; and if it
hath not been put in execution, as he allegeth, this 240
Yedrs, it was not for want of a law, but thatall that time
had not bred 2 man, bold encugh to commit such crimes
as these |”

At this moment, it is said, Strafford had been closely
and earnestly watching Pym, when the latter, suddenly
turtting, met the fixed and wasted features of his early
associate. A rush of other feelings crowding into that
look, for & moment dispossessed him. * His papers;
he looked on,” says Baillie, * but they eould not help
him to a point or two, so he behoved to pasa them,”
But a moment, and Pym’s eloquence and  dignified
command returned. He had thoroughly contemplated
his commission, and had resolved on its fulfilment. The
occasion was not let slip, the energies wound up to
this feat through years of hard endurance were not
frozen, — and the cause of the people was pained. In
the condemnation of Strafford, they resumed an alien.
atedd power, anid were re-instated in an ancient freedom.

He was condemned. The Judges themselves, on
a solemn reference by the house of lords for their
opinion, whether some of the articles amounted to
treason, answered unanimously that wpon all which
their Jordships had voted 10 he proved, it was their
opinion the enrl of Strafford did deserve undergo the
paing and penalties of high treason by law,

Meanwhile, before this opinion was taken, the
commons had changed their course, and introduced
a bill of attainder. This has been sorely reproached to
them, and one or two of the men who had scted with
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them up to this point now receded. Lonl Dighy was
the principal of these. * Truly, sir,” he said, on the
discusson of the bill, =1 am still the same in my
opinions and affections, as unto the earl of Strafford.
I confidently helieve him to be the most dangerous
minister, the most insupportable to free subjects, that
can be churactered. 1 believe his practices in them-
selves ne high, ns tyrannical, as any suhjeet ever ven-
tured on ; and the malignity of them hugely aggravated
by those rare abilities of his, whereof God had given
him the use, but the devil the application, In a word,
I believe him to be still that grand apostate to the
commonwealth, who must not expect to be pardoned
in this world, till he be dispatched to the other. And
yet, let me tell you, Mr. S8pesker, my hand must not be
to that dispatch. T protest, as my conseience stands in-
formed, I had rather it were off ! " The authority of
Dighy in this affsir, however, may well be questioned,
since it has been proved that be had at this tme en.
tered into an intrigue to save the life of the pri-
soner, and though he spoke against the bill with ex.
treme earnestness, he at the same time no less earnestly
offered to swear, that he knew nothing of a certain
eopy of important notes which had been lost, though
they were afterwards found in his handwriting, in
the royal cabinet taken at Naseby, and it torned out
that having access to them, as a member of the im-
peachment committee, be had stalen them.!

The bill of attinder wos passed on the 21et of
April.  While on its way to the londs, the king went
to that house and addressed them. 1 am sure,” he
said, “you all know that I have been present at the
hearing of this great case from the one end to the
other ; and T must tell you, that I cannot in my con-
scienee condemn him of high treason : —it is not fit for
mie to argue the business ; T am sure you will not ex-
pect that ; a positive doctrine hest becomes the mouth

! Spe Whitehocke, p 45
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of a prince.”  After beseeching them not to treat the
earl withseverity, he thus concluded :—* I must confiss,
for matter of misdemesnors, I am 8o clear in that,
that though I will not chalk out the way, yet let me
tell you, that I do think my lord Strafford is not fit
hereafter to serve me or the commonwealth in any
place of trust, no, not so much as that of g constable,
Therefore, T leave it to you, my lords, to find some
such way as to bring me out of this great strait, and
keep ourselves and the kingdom from such inconveni.
ences. Certainly he that thinks him guilty of high
treason in his conscience may condemn him of misde.
meanor.”

When Strafford heard in his prison of this intended
interference, he had earnestly protested against it, and,
on learning that the step was actually taken, he gave
himeelf up for lost.! He had judged truly. The
leaders of the commons took advantage of the occasion
it offered. The preshyterian pulpits of the following
day, which happened to be Sunday, sent forth into
every quarter of London, cries of * justice upon the
great delinquent ;" and on the succeeding moming,
furions multitudes, variously armed, thronged the ap-
proaches to the house of lords ; placarded as  Strafford.
ians, or betrayers of their country,” the names of those
commoners who had voted against the sttainder ; and
shouted openly for the blood of Straffurd,

Pym, meanwhile, had discovered and crusked a con-
spiracy for his release, which had ariginated in the
eourt, and was disclosed by the inviolable fidelity of the
governor of the Tower.

No hope remained. The lords, proceeding upon the
judicial opinion 1 have named, passed the bill of at-
tinder, voting upon the articles judicially, and not as
if they were enacting a legislative measure,

The earl of Strafford, with a generosity worthy of
his intellect, now wrote to the king and relepsed him

! Clarendon snd Tadelife,
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from his pledged word. # To say, sir," he wrote in
the course of this memorahle letter, * that there hath
not been & strife in me, were to make me Jess man than,
God knoweth, my infirmities make me; amnd to call a
destroction upon myself and my young children (where
the intentions of my heart at least have been innocent
of this great offence), may be believed, will find no easy
consent from flesh and blood.”  Its eoncluding passages
ran thus : —* 8o now, to set your majesty’s conscience
at liberty, I do most humbly beseech your majesty, for
prevention of evils which may happen by your refusal
to pass this bill, and by this means to remove, praised
be God, (I cannot say this aceursed, but, I confess),
this unfortunate thing, forth of the way towards that
hlessed agreement, which God, I trust, shall ever es-
tablish between you and your subjects. Sir, my con-
sent shall more acquit you herein to God, than all the
world ean do besides. To a willing man there is no
injury dome. And as, by God’s grace, I forgive all the
world with a calmness and meekness of infinite con-
tentment to my dislodging soul, so, sir, toyou 1 ean
give the life of this world, with all the cheerfulness
imaginable, in the just acknowledgment of your exceed-
ing favours, and only beg, that in your goodness you
would vouchsafe to cast your gracious regard upon my
poor son and his three slsters, less or more, and no
otherwise, than as their (in present) unfortunate father
may hereafier appear more or less guilty of this death.”
The singular note which has been preserved Iﬁ
Burnet, and which relates circumstances taken fro
the lips of Hollis himself, continnes the deep interest of
this wagic history: — The ear] of Strafford had
married his sister: so0, though in the padiament he was
one of the hottest men of the party, yet when that
matter was before them, he always withdrew., When
the bill of attainder was passed, the king sent for him,
to know what he could do to save the earl of Strafford,
Hollis answered that, if the king pleased, since the
execution of the law was in him, he might legally grant
YOL. 1L Do
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him a reprieve, which must be good in law :—bat he
would not advise it. That which he propesed was, that
lord Strafford should send him a petition for a short
respite, to settle his affairs, and to prepare for death,
upon which be advised the king to come next day with
the petition in his hands, and lay it before the two
houses, with a speech which be drew for the king, and
Hellis said to him, he would try his interest among his
friends to get them to consent to it. He prepared a
great many by assuring them that, if they would save
lord Strafford, he would become whally theirs in con-
sequence of his firet principles, and that he might do
them much more service by being preserved, than be
conld do if made un example upon such new and doubt-
ful paints, 1In this he had wrought on so many, that
he believed if the king's party had struck into it he
might have saved him,” !

While the party thus prepared to second Hollis waited
their time, the king suddenly resorted to a different
scheme, and, having with tears in his eyes signed the
eommission for giving assent to the bill, declaring at
the same time, that Strafford’s condition was happier
than his own, sent the lords a letter, written by his
own hand, and, a5 a further proof of his deep interest,
with the young prince of Wales as ite MIEREETIEET:
“1 did yesterday,” ran this letter, * satisfy the jus-
tice of the kingdom, by passing the bill of atainder
against the earl of Strafford; but mercy being as
inherent and irseparable to a king sy justice, T desire
it this time, in some measure, to show that likewise,
by suffering thut unfortunste man to fulfl the na.
tural course of his life in a close imprisonment.  Yet
g0, if ever he make the least offer to escape, or offer
directly or indirectly to meddle in any sort of publie
husiness, especially with me, either by message or letter,
it shall cost him his life without farther process. This,
if it may be done without the discontentment of my
people, will be an unspeakable contentment to me.  To
which end, as in the first place, I by this letter do

! O Times baok L



EARL OF STRAFFORD. 403

earnestly desire your approbation, and, to endear it
more, have chose him to earry it, that of all your house
is most dear to me. So I desire, that by a conference
you will endeavour to give the house of commons con-
tentment, assuring you that the exercise of merey is
no more pleasing to me, than to see both houses of
parliament consent, for my sake, that 1 should moderate
the severity of the law in so important o exse. 1 will
not say, that your complying with me in this my in-
tended merey shall make me more willing, but certainly
't will make me more cheerful, in granting your just
grievances. But if no less than his life can satisfy my
people, I must say — fiat justitia. Thus again, recom.
mending the consideration of my intention to you, 1
rest.” The following was added as s postseript: —
If ke must die, it were charily to reprieve him untif
Saturday,”

Hollis's scheme was now thoroughly defeated, anid
death secured to Strafford.  This pitiable letter ended
all. It is a sorry office to plant the foot on 4 worm so
.erushed and writhing as the wretched king who signed
it, for it was one of the few erimes of which he was
in the event thoroughly sensible, and friend has for
onee co-operated with foe in the steady spplication to it
of the branding iron. There isin truth hardly any way
of relieving the © damned spot™ of its intensity of hue,
even by disrributing the concentrated infamy over other
portions of Charles’s character. The reader who has
gone through the preceding details of Strafford’s life
can surely not suggest any. For when we have cona
vinced ourselves that this * unthankful king” never
really loved Strafford ; that, as much as in him lay, he
kept the dead Buckingham in his old privilege of mis-
chief, by adopting his aversions and abiding by his
spleenful purposes ; that, in his refusals to award those
increased honours for which his minister was u pe-
titioner, on the avowed ground of the royal interest,
misy be discerned the petty triumph of one who dares
pot dispense with the services thrust upon him, but

opp 2
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revenges himself by withholding their well-earned re.
ward ; — still does the blackness accumulate to bafife
our efforts.  The paltry tears he is sid to have shed
only burn that blackness in. If his after conduct indesd
had been different, he might have availed himself of
one excuse,—but that the man, who, in a few short
months, proved that he could make so resolute s stand
somewhere, should have judged this event no occasion
for attempting it, is either a crowping infamy or an
infinite consolation, acconding &s we may judge wicked-
ness of weakness to have preponderated, in the consti-
tution of Charles 1.

Sufficient his been said to vindicate these remarks
from any, the remotest, intention of throwing doubt on
the perfect justice of that hill of attainder. Bills of
attainder had not been uncommen in England ; are the
same in principle as the ordinary bifls of pains and
penalties ; and the resort to that principle in the pre-
went exse, arcse from no failure of the impeachment,
as has been frequently alleged ', but because, in the course
of that impeachment, circumstances arose, which sug-
gested to the great leader of the popular cause the
greater eafity of fixing this case upon wider and more
special grounds, Without stretching to the slightest
extent the houndaries of any statute, they thought it
better at once o bring Straiford’s treason to the con-
demnation of the sources of all law. In this view it
is one of their wisest achievements that has been brought
within the most hasty sand ill-considered censure —
their famous provise that the attainder should not be
acted upon by the judges as a precedent in determin-
ing the crime of treason.  As to Soafford’s death, the
remark that the people had po alternative, includes all
that it is necessary to urge. The king's assurances of
his intention to afford him no forther opportunity of
crime, could surely weigh nothing with men who had
observed how an infinitely more disgusting minister of
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his will had only seemed to tise the higher in his
master's estimation for the sccumulatel curses of the
pation. Nothing but the knife of Felton eould sever
in that ease the weak hesd and the wicked instryment,
and it is to the hounour of the adversaries of Strafford
 that they were earnest that their cause should vindieate
jtself completely, and look for no adventitious redress.
Strafford had outraged the people — this was not de-
nied, He was defended on the ground of those oui-
rages mot amounting to o tresson against the king.
For my own part, this defence appears to me decigive,
looking at it in a technical view, and with our present
_settlement of evidence and treason. But to concede
that point, after the advances they had made, would
have been in that day to concede all. Tt was to be
shown that another power had claim to the loyalty and
the service of Strafford—and if a claim, then a ven-
geance to exact for its neglect. And this was done.
Nor should the subject be quitted without the re-
mark, that the main principle contended for by Pym
and his nssocintes was, at the Iagt, fully submitted to by
Strafford. He allowed the full power of the people’s
assembily to take cognizance of his deeds and to dispose
of his life, while most enrmestly engaged in defending
the former and preserving the latter, Now the calm
anid magnanimous patience of Strafford was very com-
patible with a fixed denial of the autherity of his judges,
had that appesred contestible in his eyes, — but we
find no intimation of such a disposition. He wounld
not have the padiament’s * punishment precede pro-
mulgation of a law ;" he pleads that * to be punished
by a law subsequent to the fact is extreme hard ;" amld
that * 1t is hard that there should be no token set by
which we should know this offince, no admomition
by which we ghould aveid it ;" and he is desirous that
# g precedent may not be derived from one so disadvan-
tageous as this ;" — but, in the mean time, the cause is
gnined, the main and essential point is givenup! The
old boasts of the lord Yentenant's being accountable to
T
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the king alone, of the king's will being the one and the
only law of his service, are no longer heard. Tt may
be eaid thst a motive of prudence withheld Serafford
from indignantly appealing to the king in his lurking
place, from the unrecognised array of questioners and
self constituted inquisitors, who had taken upon them-
selves to supersede him, — but when the sentenee was
passed and itz execution at hand, when hope was gane
and the end rapidly hastening, we still find Strafford
offiring nothing against the right.

One momentary emotion, not ineonsistent with his
letter to the king, escaped him when he was told to
prepare for death, He asked if the king had indeed
assenited to the bill. Secretary Carleton answered in the
affirmative; and Strafford, laying his hand on his heart,
and raising hiseyes to heaven, uttered the memorable
waords, — “ Pat not your trust in priness, nor in the
sons of men, for in them there is no ealvation.”
Charles's conduct was indeed incredibly monstrous,

Three days more of existence were granted to Strafford,
which he employed calmly in the arrangement of his
affuirs. He wrote & petition to the house of londs to
have compassion on his innocent children; addressed &
letter to his wife bidding her affectionately to support
her courage ; and sccompanied it with & letter of final
instruction and advice to his eldest son. This is in all
respects deeply touching : — My peanesr Wine,” he
wrote, “These are the last lines that you are to receive
from a father that tenderly Joves you. T wish there were a
greater leisure to impart my mind unto you, but our mer-
ciful God will supply all things by his grace, and guide
and protect you in all your ways,—to whoseinfinite good-
ness I bequeath you. And therefore be not discouragei,
but serve him, and trust in him, and he will preserve and
prosper you in all things. Be sure you give all respect
to my wife, that hath ever had a great love unto you,
and therefore will be well becoming you. Never be
awanting in your love and eare to your sisters, but let
them ever be moet dear unto you ;—for, this will give
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others canse to esteem and respect you for it, and is 8
duty that you owe them in the memory of your excellent
mother and myself ; therefore your care and affection
to them must be the very same that you are to have of
your self ; and the like regard must you have to yeur
gest sister; for indeed you owe it her also, both for
her father and mother's sake. Sweet Will, be careful
to take the adviee of those friends, which are by me
desired to advise you for your edueation.” And so the
tenderness of the father proceeds through many fod
and affectionate charges. With characteristic hope he
says — “ The king 1 trust will deal graciously with you,
and restore you those honours and that fortume, which
a distempered time hath deprived you of, together with
the life of your father.” Advice is next given to mest
the oecurrence of such a chance, Be sure to avoid as
much as you ean to enquire after those that have been
sharp in their judgments towards me, and I charge you
never to suffer thought of revenge to enter your heart ;
but be careful to be informed, who were my friends in
this prosecution, and to them apply yoursell to make
them your friends also ; and on such you may rely, amd
bestow much of your conversation amongst them,  And
God almighty of his infinite goodness bless you and your
children’s children ; and his same goodness bless your
gisters in like manner, perfect you in every good work,
and give you right understandings in all things. Amen.
Your most loving father, Tavuas Wesrwonze.”!
At one time, probably, a deeper pang would have
been involved to Strafford in this affecting surren-

| Siraffnl P wal. W p 418 The letter bears dsto the 1lth of
Tay, 1681, and has 1 fnlw'm&pmmpt:m" Yoir must not fxdl to be
have yoursell trsnrds my laty Clare, yoar grasdmsatber, with all duty anil
atwervanee ; for most tenderly doth love rﬁ-Mme-':ﬁ
kind unto me.  God reward her chanty for &
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itself. But this was not the time. Nothing but con-
cern for his family and friends disturbed the com-
posure of his remaining hours. He wrote kind apd
encouraging letters to © dear George,” as he called sir
George Radeliffe ; shed tears for the death of Wandes-
ford, whom he had entrusted with the care of his go-
vernment and family, but who broke his heart on
hearing of the sad events that had fallen on his pairon ;
and requested of the primate of Treland (Usher), who
attended him, to desive “my lord’s Grace of Canterbury,”
his old friend, the now imprisoned and afflicted Laund,
“ to lend me his prayers this night and to give me his
blessing when I go abroad to-morrow, and to be in his
window, that, by my last farewell, T may give him
thanks for this, and all other, his former favours.”
He had previously ssked the lieutenant of the Tower if
it were possible to have an interview with Laud, sdding
with playful sareasm, * You shall hear what passes
betwixt us. It is not a time either for him to plot
heresy, or me to plot treason.” The lientenant in re-
ply suggested a petition to the parliament. “ Na,”
was the quiet rejoinder, 1 have gotten my despatch
from them, and will trouble them no more, 1 am now
petitioning a higher eourt, where neither partiality can
be expected, nor error feared.”

Laud, old und feeble, staggered to the window of his
cell as Strafford passed on the following moming, and,
as he lifted his hands to bestow the hlessing his lips
were unable to utter, fell back and fainted in the arms
of his attendant.

Btraffird moved on to the scaffold with undisturbed
eompasure,  His body, so soon to be released, had given
him & respite of its infirmities for that trying hour.
Rushworth, the clerk of the parlinment, was oue of the
spectators, and hes minutely deseribed the seene, ' When
he arrived outeide the Tower, the lisutenant desired him
to take coach at the gate, lest the enraged mob should
tear him in pieces. * No,' sald he, * Mr, Lientenant, 1
dure ook death in the face, and the people too ; have
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you & care I do not esexpe ; *t is equal to me how I die,
whether by the stroke of the executioner, or by the
madness and fury of the people, if that muy give them
better comtent.” Not less than 100,000 persons,
who had crowded in from all parts, were visible on
Tower-hill, in a long and dark perspective. Srrafford,
in his walk, wok off his hat frequently, and saluted
them, and received not a word of insult or reproach.
His step and manner are deseribed by Rushworth to
have heen those of “ a general marching at the head of
an army, to breathe victory, rather than those of a con-
demned man, to undergo the sentence of death,” At
his side, upon the scaffold, stood his brother, sir George
Wentworth, the bishop of Armagh, the ear] of Cleve-
land, and others of his friends,—and behind them the
indefatigable collector Rushworth, who * being then
there on the scaffold with him,” as he says, took down
the speech which, having asked their patience first,
Sirafford st some Jength addressed to the people. He
declared the innocence of his intentions, whatever might
have been the construction of his acts, and gaid that the
prosperity of his country was his fondest wish, But
it sugured ill, be told them, for the people’s bappiness,
to write the commencement of n Teformation in letters
of Bblood, * Ome thing 1 desire to be hearl in," he
added, *“and do hope that for Christian charity’s sake
1 shall be believed. I was so far from being against
parlisments, that 1 did always think parlisments in
England to be the happy constitution of the kingdom
and nation, and the best means, under God, to make
the king and his people happy.”!

He then turned to take leave of the friends whe himel
accompanied him to the scaffbld. He beheld his bro-
ther weeping excessively, Brother,” he said, ©* what
do you see in me to cause these tears 7 Does any inno-
cent fesr betray in me—guilt? or my innocent boldness

L The of minutes from which he had spoken (his speech, was
& rnuudr;mgmm-amHJM.m-up-tumwnuhm
wol wiik . jal. See Appesdis to this Memuir.
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—athelsm ?  Think that yoo are now secompanying me
the fourth time to my marriage bad,  That block must
be my pillow, and here T shall rest from all my labours.
No thoughts of envy, no dreams of tresson, mor
Jjealousies, nor cares, for the king, the state, or myself,
shall interrupt this easy sleep. Remember me to my
sister, and to my wife; and carry my blessing to my
eldest son, and to Ann, and Arabella, not forgetting
my little infant, that knows neither good nor evil, and
cannot epeak for itself, God sperk for it, and bless it I”
While undressing himeelf, and winding his hair under
a cap, he =aid, looking on the block — * I do as cheer-
fully put off my doublet at this time as ever 1 did when
1 went to bed.”

 Then,” proceeds Rushworth, closing this memor-
able scene, * then he ealled, * Where js the man that
shinll do this lust office (weaning the executioner)?
call him to me.” When he came and ssked him for-
giveness, he told him he forgave him and all the world.
Then kneeling down by the block, he went to prayer
again by himself, the bishop of Armagh kneeling on
the one side, and the minister on the other; to the
which minister after prayer he turned himeelf, and
spoke some few words softly; having his hands lifted
up, the minister closed his hands with his. Then bow-
ing himself to the earth, to lay down his head on the
block, he told the executioner that he would first lay
town his heal to try the fitness of the bloek, and take
it up aguin, hefore he Inid it down for pood and all ; and
50 he did ; and before he laid it down again he told the
executioner that he would give him warning when to
strike, by stretching forth his hands ; and then he laid
down his neck on the block, stretching out his hands ;
the executioner struck off his head at one blow, then
took the head up in his hand, and showed it to all the
people, ‘and said, * God save the king!' "

Thus, on Wednesday, the 12th of May, 1641, died
Thomas Wentworth, the first earl of Strafford.  Within
a few wecks of his death, the parlisment mitigated the
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most severe consequences of their punishment to his
children ; and, in the succeeding reign, the attainder was
reversel, the proceedings obliterated, and his son re-
stared to the earldom.

A great lesson is written in the life of this truly
extraorilinary person, In the ecareer of Strafford
is to be sought the justification of the world's ©* ap-
peal from tyranny to God.” In him Despotism had
at length obtained an instrument with mind to com-
prehend, and resolution to act wpon, her principles in
their length and breadth, — and enough of her pur-
poses were effected by him, to enable mankind to see
s from & tower the end of all” I cannot discern
one false step in Strafford's public conduct, one glimpse
of a recognition of an alien principle, one instance of
a dereliction of the law of his being, which can come
in to dispute the decisive result of the experiment, or
explain away its failure. The least vivid fancy will
have no difficolty in taking up the interrupted design,
and by wholly enfeebling, or materially emboldening, the
insignificant nature of Charles, and by according some
half dosen years of immunity to the * fretted tenement ™
of Strafford’s &u-ywu]."—:mmplm then, for itself,
the perfect realisation of the scheme of © muking the
prince the most ahsolute lord in Christendom.” That
done, —let it pursue the same course with respect to
Eliot’s noble imaginings, or to young Vane's dreamy
aspirings, and apply in like manner & fit machinery to
the working out the projects which made the dungeon
of the one o holy place, and sustained the other in his self-
imposed exile.—The result is great and decisive! It
psgablishes, in Tenewed force, those principles of political
eonduct which have endured, and must continue to
endure, * like truth from age to age.”
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APPENDIX

LIFE OF THE EARL OF STRAFFORD.

MY HUMBLE OPINFION ODNOCERNING A PARLIAMENT IN
THIS FOUR MAJESTY'S KINGDOM OF IRELAND.

Coantes B.

Sections. 1, 2,3, 4, 5. pon
thest remsing ailedged by yon,
ond the confidence which we
have that you Aave well weighed
all the dreumstances mentied
by won, or otherwise nerELEry
te the calling of @ parfiament ;
and expecially relying wpon giner
Mﬂuﬂldﬂﬂhﬂyiﬂmﬂngiug
20 grand @ work for the good of
U SerRice ; ame are fully per-
nu&dhmdumdmt&:pp.
senl caliing of o parlinment ;
which acesrlingly we authoroe
and require you to do, and
therein to make use of olf the
mativer you here propoumnd,

1. Albelt the calling of a
parliament in this kingdom fs
nt no time of so much hazard;
where nothing is propounded
ns 8 law before it first borrow
motion from your majesty’s
immediate  allowanee under
Your great seal, s it fs in
England, whers there is n
liberty nssumed to offer every -
thing in their own time and
order; and this subordination,
whereunto they have been led
by the wisdom of former times,
is wver to be held as s sacred
prevogative, sot to be depiried
from, in no piece to be broken
or infringed. Yot is the pro-
position always welghty—very

necessary to be considered with great deliberation — whethr
the present corfuncture of affairs doth now advie 2 parlinment
or na?  And, after a serions discourse with myslf, my
reason persundes me for the assembling thereof,

2. For, the contribution from the eountry towards the army
ending in December next, your majesty’s revenue falls shore
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twynty thousand pounds sterling by the year of the present
charge it is burthened withal, besides the vast debt of fourscore
thousand pounds, Trish, upon the crown; which yenrly payments,
alone, are impossible by any other ordinary way to be in timie
supplied, but by the subject in parlinment ; and to pass to the
extruordinary, before there be nt Jeast an attesupt first 1o effect
it with ease, were to love difficulties too well, rather volunta-
rily to seek them, than unwillingly to meet them, and might
seem s well vanity in the first Tespect so to affect them, =s
faintness to bow under them, when they are not to be avoided.

4. The next inclination thereunto ariseth in me, fram the
condition of this country, grown very much more civil and
tich since the nccess of your royal futher of blessed memaory,
and your majesty to the crown ; that all you have here is
issued ot again amongst them for their protection snd salety,
without any considerable reservation, for other the great uifairs
and expenses abroad ; that this great charge is sustained, and
this great debt contracted throngh imployments for a publick
good, whereof the benefit hitherto hath been intirely theirs;
that thern hath been but one subsidy granted in all this time,
nor any other supply bt this eontribution; in exchange
whereof, your princely hounty returniad them graces ns bene-
ficiul to this subject as their money wis to your majesty; so a8
their substance having been sy increased woder the gusrd of
your wisdim and justice, so little Issned hence from them, the
erown o pressed, ooly for their good, and so modist » ealling
upon. them now for a supply, which in all wisdom, good
pature, wol conscience, they are not to deny ; should they not
eonform themselves to your gracious will, their unthankfulmess
to God, and the best of kings, becomes inexcusahle before all
the world, and the regal power more warrantably to be at after
extenilad for redeeming anid recovering your majesty’s revenues
thus Tost, and justly to punish so greata forfeit as this must
needs be judged to be in them.

4. Next, the frightful apprehession, which at this time
makes their hearts beat, lest the quarterly paymients towrds the
army, continued now almost ten years, might in fine turn to an
bereditary charge upon their fands, inclines them to give any
ressonuble thing in present, 1o secure themselves of that fuar
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for the future; and therefore, according to the wholesome
counstl of the physician, — flum dolet ecoipe,

5. And lastly, If they should meanly cast from them these
mighty obligations, which indeed I cannot fear, your miajesty’s
affnirs can never suffer less by their starting aside, when the
general pesce sbroad ndmits & more united power in your
majesty, and less distracted thoughts in your ministers, to
chastise such a forgetfulness, to call o their resmembrance, and
o infarce from them other and better duties than these,

Sect. 6, 7, 8, 9. e ape 6. In the second place, the
poing the time of the meeting to  time your mnjesty shall in your
be i Trinity term nest, for the  wisdom appoint for this meet-
remsons pow here effodge. ing imports vory much ; which

with all submission 1 should
advise, might not be longer put off than Esster or Trinity term
at farthest ; and I shall erave leave to offer my rensons.

7. The improvements mentioned in my dispatch to the lord
trensurer, from which 1 no ways recede, would not be fore-
slowed ; wherein we lose much by deferring this moeting;
& circumstance yory considerable in these streights, wherein, if
surprised, might be of much disadvantage, in cuse the parlia-
ment snswer not expectation ; and to enter upon that work
before, would be an argument for them to scant thelr supply to
Your majesty.

8. Aguin, o breach of parliament would prejudice less thus
tha in winter, having at the worst siz months to turn our eyes
about, nid many helps to be gained in that space; where, in
the other case, the contribution ending in December next, we
slould be put upon an instant of time, to read over oor lessan
at first sight.

9. Then the calling of a parliament, and determining of
the quarterly payments, falling out much wpon ooe, might
make them apprebend there was a necessity enfurcing a present
sgreement, if not the good one we would, yet the best we
eould get, and so embolden them to make and Hatter theme
selves to gain their own conditions, and conditions are not o
be admited with any subjects, less with this people, where
your majesty's absolute soverdignty goes muel higher than it
is taken, perhaps, to do in England,
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Sect. 10. We well approve
and require the making of beo
acxzions, a1 you proposs.  The
Sfirst 1o Be hield in numaner for
our aum rupplics; ond the -
cond in winter, for peisdng mch
laevs anel graces ondy, as sholl be
nlliwed by ws. Hut this inti-
miation of twe sesdons, we think
mot it fo be imparted f ang,
till the pacfiament be sot,  dnd
further, we will odmid wo co=-
pitulations nor demands of eny
assirance under our brood seal,
nor of seding over deputies or
commiltees fo treat lere with
s, nor gf auy restraint in our
Bill of subsidics, naor of any con-
dition of ot motnlaining the
army ;¢ but in cose any of thes
be insisted upon, and thod they
will not otherwise procesd or be
sntinfled with owur royal prowis
ﬁrthmmixnim.nrmaﬂ
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10.  And lasily, There be-
ing some of your majestys
graces, which being pussed
into laws, 'I:ﬂ.iuhi be of great
prejudice to the crown; and
yet it being to be feared they
will press for them all, and
uncermnin what homour  the

eeive, under favour, it would
be much betier to make two
sessions of it, one in sum-
mer, the other in winter; in
the former, to settle your ma-
Jjesty's supply, and in the lat=
ter, o enact s many of thow

25 in hovnour and wis-
dom should be judged equal,
when the putting sside of the
rest might be of no ill eonse-
guence to other your royul
purpotas,

demy or delny the pasing of our bills, we requre g thereupon

o disolve the parfiament ; and forthuith

for bk order to continie

the contributions for owr army, ond iwithal o proceed o puch
improtements of our revenue ay are already in proposdion, oe
anay hereafter be thought upon for the advantngs of vur crom.

Sect. 11, Comcerming the
short faw fo preseroe the utter-
smant bengfit of the compantizng
wpon  conceafmentl, and b
Mgfmmgﬂmﬂi
(e, oo fike & well, i you
can obbain if, for confirmation
g’mkdmlmdw:.prlbﬂﬂ

do obiral those -

11, All the ohjections 1
am sble to soggest unte my-
self, are two: That it might
render fruitless the intended
improvement upon the con-
cealments, and prejodice the
plantations of Connaght and
Ormond.  The former may
ensily be helped by a short

meses, Bt your promising of law, propounded in my des-
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such o faw, we dowle, may fin-
iler the pervice, and couse dhem
ta be antigfi'd with nolling but
& special satute,

Sect. 12,19, 14, 15. For
demmaindy fo be made for ws, we
alfow your propostions in e
wectigns, foth in the maiter and
in the form; only the last
clouse, wlich pieeth hope to
muntain the ormy aftermerds
without firther charge & them
af all, we conceize may be dedion
to a Mnding awumption ; and
Benides, it ix not necemary ;e
very. proposition being wyfficient
fi that effict.

BREITISN STATEEMEN.

putch to my lord treasurer;
and sy, Umt there no other
law pass the first session ; the
second is likewise suificiently
secorud,

12, Then it is to be fore-
segm, what your majesty will
demand, bow induce and,
pursue the same, for the
happy settlement of the regal
rights and pewers in this more
subordinate kingdom,

13. My homble advice is,
to declare, at the first opening
of the mesting, thet your ma-
jesty intends aml promises two
sessions ; this former for your-
self, that latter, in Michmelmas

term next, for them ; this o
astertain the payments of your army, and to strike off the debis
of your crown; that, for the enacting of all such profitable
el wholescme laws, as o moderste and good peaple may expect
from a wise and gracions king.

14, That, this being the order of nature, reason, and civility,
your majesty expocts it should be entirely observed, and your-
self wholly intrusted by them; which they are not only to
grant to be fit in the general case of king and subjects, but
onght indeed to scknowledge it with thankfulness due to your
majesty in particular, when they ook baek, and eall to mind,
how for their éase you were content to take the sizscore thou-
sanid pounds {which their agents gave to be paid in three) in
six years; und not barely so nelthor, but to double your grices
tawards them the whilst, which they have enjoyed accordingly,
much to their advantage and greatly to the loss of the crown,

15, And that considering the wrmy hath beemn represented
over to your majesty from this council, and in & munner from
the body of this whale kingdom, to be of sbsolute necossity, o
give comfort to the quiet minds in their hovest labours, to
contain the licentious spirits within the modest bounds of
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sobriety, it conaists not with your majesty’s wisdom to give
unto the world, no, not the appesrance of so much improvi-
dence in your own counsels, of so much forgetfulness in a case
ol their safity, ns to leave that pillar of your suthority, snd
their peace, unset for continuance, at lenst one sit months

EARL OF STRAFFOED.

before the wearing forth of their contribution.

Sect. 16, 17, 18. e do
nil conceire that fereby you
e exsily to refinguish gy
of aur demands, for all wiich
you huve leid o fuir ond solid
grounds,  Aud conxidering the
payment of the army i oho.
futely necessary to be borne By
the coundry, they connet pre
tend by their three subsidies to
make a fitting recoguition of
respeet fir one coming fo the
crown, withaet thal last addition

16, Therefore your ma-
Jjesty was well assured in con-
formity to the rules of renson
and judgment, they would pre-
sently grant three subsidies to
be puid in three years, to dis-
engage the crown of fourscore
thowsand pound debt; and
continue their quarterly puy-
ments towards the army four
years looger ; in which time it
was hopeful (suimble to your
Eracious intentions) some otler

sxpedismat might b foand ott,
to maintein the army without
further charge to them st all; which law past, they sbou'd
have as moch leisure to enact for themselves at after, as they
epuld desire, either now, or in winter, Nay your majesty
wot'd be graciously pleased, with the assistance of your coun-
cil, to advise seripusly with them, that nothing might remain,
gither unthought of, er deny’d, eonduring to the publick good
of this kingdom : but if they made difculty to proceed with
your majesty in this manner, other eounsels must be thought
af, and little to be rely'd, or expected for from them.,

17. T am not to fatter your majesty so far, ns to mise any
hope, on that side, that all this shou'd be granted, but by
pressing both ; and especially the continuance of the quarterly
payments to the army, which they dread sbove sny earthly
thing. 1 conceive it probable, that to determine and lay
nsleep (as they think) the eontribution, and in acknowlalgment
of your majesty’s happy sccess to the crown, thoy may be
drawn to & present gife of three subsidies, payable in three
years, which alone wou'd keep the army on foot during that

¥OL. IL. ER

o buy in rendy anad perusions,
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time; and if my caleulation hold, almost discharge the debt
of the crown besides.

18, For thus I make my estimate: the contribution from
the country, is now but twenty thousand pounds sterling by
the year; wherens I have good reason to trust, each subsidy
will mise thirty thousand pounds sterling ; and so there will
be ten thousand pounds for three vears, over and above the
establishment: which thirty thousand pounds sterling, well
and profitably issued, will, I trust, with honoor to your
majesty, and moderate satisfaction of the partics, strike off the
whole fourseore thousand poumds Trish, which in present
presséth so sore upon this crown,

Sect. 19,90, 91, @2 Wz 10 And then, sir, sfler
like well the appainting of mch  that in Michaelmas term, all
a committee, ond we rofer the  beneficial acts for the subject
ammination to yowrsslf. We be thought of, as many, no
have alw given order to some of  fower nor no more, enacted,
owr council here, with the s than were fit in honour and
sistanee of our cttorndy general,  wisdom to be granted ; if for
to congider of the graces, that a conclusion to this parlis-
nothing pow by fow which moy ment, we could gain from
Propntice our CroH. them other two subsidies, to

buy in rents and pensions, to
ten thousand pounds yearly value; [a thing they are inclinalile
unto, as is mention'd in my dispateh to the lord treasurer) I
judge, there were an happy issue of this meeting ; and that it
shou'd, through Guod's blesing, appesr to the world in a few
years, you had without charge made a more absolute conguest
af this nation by your wisdom, than all your royal progenitors
have been sble to sccomplish by thelr armles, and vast expense
of tressure and blood.

20. These being the ends, in my poor opinion, which are to
be desired and attnined, the best means to dispose and fic all
concurring causes thervunio, are not to be forgotten; and
Lhnufwnummlmnehtdwuﬁwmm
partioulars r —

21. ITtweems to be very convenient, a committoe be forthwith
appointed of some few of us lwre, to take into considerntion
mhmﬁw‘}mm“lmmm have
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been called in the time of my lord Falkland ; such as shall be
judged beneficial, to make them ready ; such ns may be of oo
much prejudice to the crown, to ley them aside; and to draw
up others, which may chance to have been then omiteed,
Thin work may be by the committees either quickened or
foreslowen as the parlinment proceeds, either warmer or eoolar
im your muajesty’s supplies,

22, Next, that your majesty’s ll:u.nl'gruedlrmdmmg
Jord Falklund the 24th of May, 1625, may be considered by
such of your council in England as shall plesse your majesty
to appoint; there being many matters therein contained.
which in a law, wou'd not futurely so well sort with the
power requisite to be upheld in this kingdom, nor yet with
your majesty’s present profit; which hath peranded me to
except agsinst such as [ bold best to be silently passed over,
and to transmit & paper thereof to my lord tressurer.

Sect. 23 We approve the 12 It is to be feared, the
rg,ﬁrmmgfl&ncprrmrr. meaner sort of subjects here,
and gxtortions by eromples, ond  live under the pressures of the
by commisions, by our ows great men; and thereis a ge
anthoriti ; but by mo menns o neral complaing, that officers
be done by parficment, exnct much larger fees, than of

right they onghe to do. Ta
help the former, if it be possible, T will find oot two or three
to make examples of; and to remedy the latter, grant out a
eommission for examining, regulating, and setting down tables
of fees in all your courts: so as they shall find your majesty’s
goodness and justice, watching and caring for thefr protection
and ease, both in private and publick respects.

Boct, 4. e aliow of ths 24, 1 shall endeavour, the
oM, lower house may be so come

posed, as that neither the re.
cusants, hor yet the protestants, shall appear considerably more
one than the ether; holding them as much as may be upon an
equal ballunce ; for they will prove thus easier to govern, than
if either party were absolute. Then wou'd T, in private dis-
course, shew the recusant, that the contribution ending in
December neat, if your majesty’s army were not supply'd
some other way before, the twelve pence o Sundsy must of

EE 2
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necessity be exacted wpon them; and shew the protestunt,
that your mujesty must not let go the twenty thousand pounds
contribution, nor yet discontent the other in matters of religion,
till the army were some way elee certainly provided for; and
convinee them both, that the present quarterly payments are
not 5o burdensome as they pretend thom w be; snd that by
the graces they have had already more beneht, than their
money cams to.  Thus poising one by the ather, which single

might perchance prove more unhappy to deal with.

Soct. 25 To munbe caplaine
and gfficers burgeses we alio-
gethey diclibe ; because it i fit
ter they ationd their charges of
rather by particuler knowledg:
af men's inberests, and good af
Jections to pur wervice,

Scrt. 96.  Mn the Aigher
house, for the prelates we ko
urillen our special letter o the
primate of drmagh, addreing
bim therein to be dirccied by
yourslf,

25, I will lahour to make
as many eaptains and officers,
burgesscs, as possibly I can,
who. having immediate de-
pendance upon the erown, may
almaost sway the business be-
twixt the two parties, which
way they plesse.

26. In the higher house,
your majesty will have, I truse,
the bichops wholly for you.
The titular lords, rather than
come over themselves, will put
thelr prosies into soch safe
hands, as may be thought of on

this side.  And in the rest, your majesty hath such interest,
what out of duty to the crown, and olmoxiousness in them-
selves, as I do mot epprebend much, any dificulty smengse

them,

Bect. 27, For the prers, that
thetr provies may be owell dis-
posed, we wou'd have you send
with gpeed the namer of Uhose
there, in whom you repie gpe-
cinl trust, dnd in cmw yowr
list cmnnat be fere in fime, we
will gve order  that ail the
prozies by sent to you with
blanks to be asigned there.  Tn
genernl for the better prevent.

27. To thess, or to any
thing else directed by your
majesty, Lwill with all possi-
ble diligence apply myeelf so
soon 88 1 shall understand
your pleasure thereing most
bhumbly besgvching, you will
take it into your gracious me-
mary, how much your ma-
Jety's speedy resolution in
this great busingss imports the



. w'- 3

EARL OF STRAFFORD, 421
ing of practices and disorders, prospority of your affiins in
wou shall suffer mo  meetinga  this place ; and in that respect,
during the stting of the howsr, vouchsalfe to husten it s much
smee only i publick, and for the 25 conveniently may be.
wernice of the hauses by appotat- WENTWORTH.
ment, and for mno pbher ends.

1694, Apeil 12,

The amswers comtained
the opostiles wre made by bia
ﬂ#ﬂhmﬂbyh’:mm
e et clowew £ Blids R,

Jous Coxe

A Copy of the Paper contuining the Heads of the Lord Siraft
fored's fnst Speveh, writien by &is oun Hasd, ar if war kgt upen
the Seoffld.

1. 1 come to puy the Jast debl we owe 1o sin.

2. Rise to righteousness.

3. Die willingly.

4. Forgive all.

5. Bubmit to what iz voted justice, but my intentions inbo-
cent from subverting, &c.

6. Wishing nothing more than grest prosperity to king and
peaple.

7. Acquit the king constrained.

B. Beseech to repent.

9. Strange way to write the beginning of reformation and
settlement of a kingdom in blood on themsclves.

10. Beseech that demand may rest there. ’

11. Call not blood on themselves.

12. Die in the fuith of the church.

13, Pruy for it, and desive their prayers with me.

END OF TIE EEOOND VOLUME.



Loampas i
Srorriswoopes and SHaw,

Eaw-atr

L
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