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ADVERTISEMENT,

-

A pesine having been expressed that the series
of the “ Statesmen of the Commonwealth™ should
be completed by a Life of CrosweLL, the prescnt
work was undertaken.

A second volume will include the PROTECTORATE,
with sketches of the various republicun officers
who co-operated with its chief. A persuasion that
no life of the ProrecToR could be fairly or com-
pletely given without that addition, has induced the
writer, while devoting the present volume to those
personal characteristies which are embraced by the
entire life of CromweLL, to close its detail of
events on the eve of the usurpation.

It was also his wish to associate with the poliey
of the ProTEcTORATE some idea of the men and
the times of which it proved the hot-bed, ina life
of the first Shafteshury—that true apostle of the
Restoration — which will be comprised in the vo-
lume referred to.
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¥i ADVERTIREMENT,
English statesmanship are not likely to obtain any
thing even approaching to the space which the neg-
lected men of the Commonwealth have seemed
worthily to claim, for the record of their merits or
their services

58, Lincoln's Inn Fields,
Oct. 1838
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LIVES

EMINENT BRITISH STATESMEN.

'OLIVER CROMWELL.

1500—1658.

Ouiven CrouweLn was born at Huntingdon, in the
large gothic house to which his father's brewery was
attached ®, on the 25th of April, 1599.%4 The name

* A friend of ﬁumwﬂﬁhﬂﬁﬂ#ﬂ.ﬂf.ﬂn‘d;lhﬂﬂmﬂnm
builitmg and Wy present stale s — at it was not” as siated hz BMr.
Noble, *cut of the ruins of St Johi's hospital that Mr, Hobert
well's mansion was erected, b manifest from the fact, that the said Spati-
tution is sl ex aral fowrishing 3 and from its funds is supported the
r e:heod af twwn In which Oliver himsell was educsted, A
romwells sneestor, sir Hichasd, obtained 2 rich dmg:tlr the obd abibey
s from Henry V11L, It bas been ifiat the oase sl
of the Angust ars eame bivto thi fansily b ik way.  Buk i W
stated in the Falor Ecclesidsficus, that thulj were gramied in
Andern on the suppression of the munaseries ; and 1 sscertained, from
B spection of the sncient wills, registered in the offic of the archibecen
of lﬁlhmu.thu thie Iyruse was cecigpod o 3 bruwery by & Mr. Philkp
“"'T.‘.h it eaane into the presession of Robert Cromwell, the protec-
Rt er. The latter mst, thepeforn, have obtained the |rr-mmrh;
nu:hum- his l'qrtnn:l'lrll h-m:-.!t, nhnm that he m‘h ?dln
an wry fommerly estatiliihed on the premises. o house
s bl of stonl -
o ol T

with gothae winiows and ﬁo}enlu; at and must

have been he mnst eonsiderabbe in the borough. 11 Extemive
baek premises in which the brewery was carried on, and a fing groden. In
E:-:nr THIlL, the state was purchased by James Hust, Esq, whose ex-
1L ements hove entirely obliterabed troce of the Crom-

or,  Freviods to this date, the chamber 0 which Ofiver wa

2 the room under if, ramainod a8 they were ot the tune when 1hat
event took place; and an outbuilding, noticed by Mabbe, in which Croie
woll was said to have beld forih 16 the puritam, was pointed out fo

wir.
iimmmmﬂmmm;_-ommn
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a m‘.ﬂ:ﬂ STATESMEN

he bore had not infrequently been heard of in English
history, but it was destined to become immortal in his
person by the deeds with which he connected jt—
whother for good or evil, these pages, undertaken in no
gpirit of unjust detraction or of blind admiration, may
possibly help to determine.

Milton, in his “ Defensio Serunda,” thus alludes to
the family of Cromwell ;—* Est Oliverius Cromwellus
genere nobili atque illustr ortus: nomen republica olim
gub regibus bené administrata clorum, religione simul
orthodoxa vel restituta tum primim apud nos vel stabilita
clarine.”" *  The noble and illustrious race here pointed
at was that of Thomas Cromwell, earl of Essex ; a man
of humble birth +, but who had risen to be Hepry VIIL's
prime minister, and vicar-general of England ; and
whose sister had married into the family of Oliver's an-
costors.  The latter were Welsh, anid bore the name of
Willioms}, until sir Richard Williams—the issue of
thiz marriage between the sister of Essex and Mr. Mor-
gan Williums, “of Llanishen in the county of Glamor-
gan," —having risen into favour and knighthood at

HEebertl Cromwell, gent,, et Elisnbethe unoris ejus, natus 25 die A ﬂl&
i bapiizats @8 ejasdens mensls, 1500 E régistmo eccless P.I'DEE..
Johommis, mira cppedum Huntingson, ™

* Mitbot's Prose Woris, by Bireh, jolio sdition, vol. iL o386 * Oliver
Cromwedl wins sprung fom a mobke and flastrious femily @ e nome was
formirly fumoas i e aete when jltlimrmuyﬂ lay Wings ; more faznous, ot
il e i.l.mn,fhrhunhndm religion, then cither fimt restored or estabe
Tishad wmisnget us.

+ Tha I‘ﬂ.ﬂpﬂ'rmﬂi tutit b tolad tlsab this was the fmmoes Thomas Crom.
well of the Hetrrmation — (e son of Walter Cromwell, a hlse Ll of
Putney — whea nime W jower on e wrock of Wolsey's fortumes, and Rl
swidenly down Ly ﬂilhr.lnl-'lIIE Walsey's fate.  Doubitless he wis not fres
from error, bab his memory ol & dargeT ahate of ugr respoct than e
generally dus to sach men. i

2 The patigree of this llml;ﬂhl'mn whim Oflver Crowwnll dimetly
FM gﬂq‘nmu;w,l_:.mnrdhgw i il trias sl sallsfactory

Mr. Nolile, with Glothyan, lond of Fewls, who, sboul the middle uf the
aluventh century, ma Murveth, the doaghter and belress of
'I"rd.'l'dl.lm pf Unrdignn. William q!’urm,uulm::rum“iuﬂm
in the firteenth pentury, was fire in the service of Gaspar ke of Bamlfont,
Henry VIIL s unete, snd alterwands in that of Hewry bliseell.
Williats, or rather Morgan pp 'Willkains ihe gave up the latber sma o
obalisno o Henry VL policy of miaglin viher, as nmach 2% itde,
the Engliah und Welih mumes wisd fomilses) ,l:ﬁ:p murried E-nj‘?:nm,
was VWilllam ap Yeven's son
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Henry VIIL's court, by his own gallant prowess amd
the influence of his uncle, and having obtained, among
other extensive grants of nunoeries and monasteries at
that time dissolved, the nunnery of Hinchinbrook and
the abbey of Ramsey, in the ecounty of Huntingdon,
fixed his seat at the former place, and assumed thence-
forward the name of Cromwell, in henour of the chief
architeet of his princely fortunes.

Thus from the chivalrous son of a Glamorganshire
squire the worldly power and splendour of the fumily of
the Cromwells took its rise, a8 from the furmer son of a
brewer of Huntingdon it afterwards dated its immor-
tality, This Kichard Cromwell was one of the few
favourites and servants of Henry V111, whom he did
not send to the scaffold ; and when, in the old Chro-
nicles of Stow®, we catch the dawn of his loyal for-

® Seow thus describies the tourarment : the inekdent at it close is given
in Fuller's Church History. Here are Swaw's words :—" On May-ilay
w triumph of justing st Westminmer, which juste hod ben pro<
[ tn Frames, Flanders, Scotland, anid Spain, for all conomors that
would, agaimt the challengers of Englomd, which wers #ir John Dudley,
nir T. sir ‘1. Poynings, sir George Carew, koilghis ; Anthony
KlnTurh and Richard Cromwell, esquires : which salil challengers cnme
imio the listes that day, richly apparelnl, &nd (bl orses trapped 2ll in
‘white, pentbemen riding afore thim, apparelled sl with velvet uml white
sarenad, mtid all thesr servants bn white doublets, mnd hesen cut all i the
Burgonion fhashion ; and there cAme (o just spinst them the sk day, of
iledennlnnts forty.eix, Lhe earl of Bureoy being the foremost § lond Willkume
Hiu loril Clisiten, and lonl Cromwell, son and betr to T, Cromw
enrie of K, widd chamberinine of Eugland, with other, which were
apparalled : and that dey sir John Dodiey was overthrown, in the
{%muuh,m ol his borse, by one Andrew HBreme; severth . hie
vers spesrs valiantly arter that ; and after Uhe skl jusmo mfhﬁ
ki challengers rode to Durhsm-pl where they Kept ] i,
anil feasted the ing and queen, with ther ladies, ani oll the court.  The
Sndd o Mlay, An:l!n-y hingsone, and Hichand Cromwsll, were msde
Enights of the anme plape ~ The 3d of May, the said challengers il
tourney on hnnd-:iJ with yeunia; there cune sguinst them teenti.
nine defendants+ sir John Daudley seil the earl of Surrey rusning fimt,
‘which, the LrFt cowrse, lost thelr guumtios, and that day sir Pichers Crom.
well overthrew M, mer uy the Gelde of' his horee, G the grest bonoar
of the challemgers. ‘The 5th of Moy, the sl chnllongers fought of foodl,
ut the barriers, and agsinst them came thirty defondants, which Toght
walianthy, but sit ftichard Cromwed] ovenfinew that iksy, a1 the barrbers,
in the Bebd ; ook the sixt of May the saiud challengers hake up
ol In the which time of ther boose-keeping, thoy hasd not
only fossted tha King, gueen, lakiss, and the whale o, as mlhrrﬁ
but on the Tussddy i the togation weeke, they fvasted sl the Enights
the enmamon house in the parbinment § and on the worrow
after, they bas the tayor of London, the sldermen, amd sl their wives B
ddinner ;. awi om the Friday they braki it up as o sforessid,” Sir Rich, snd
the fAve challengers bl thun wach of then, =s a rewsrd of their valoar,

5
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tunes, it is as though it gleamed reproschfully down

the terrible act which laid the foundation of the

tior fortumes of his grest-grandson Oliver. On
May-day, 1540, a brilliint tournament at Westminster
opens its lists before us, in which Richard Cromwell and
others hail proclaimed themselves to France, Flanders,
and Scotlind, the defenders of the honour and rights of
their English king. Henry V1II. looks on, and when
sir Richard Cromwell has struck down ehallenger after
challenger with undaunted arm, forth from his deep
broad chest raolls out the royal luwngh of Henry —
« Formerly thou wast my Dick, but hereafter thou
shalt be my diamond.” Then from the finger of ma-
jesty drops a diamond ring, which sir Richard picks up
and again preseats to Henry, who lsughingly places it
on his finger, and bids him ever after hear such an one
in the fore zamb of the demy-lion in his crest: —and
such a ving did Oliver Cromwell wear there® when he
left his farm at Ely to bear more formidable arms at
the challenge of a king !

The sudden and vioclent fall of Essex had no dis-
astrous effect on his kinsman's fortunes, which shone
brightly to the last. Enriched to an almost unprece-
dented extent by the plunder of the religions houses, he
left to his son, Henry Cromwell, the inheritance of a
most noble fortune.t Nor was this Henory less forin-

10 marks anmuatly, with & howse to live in, to them and to their kel
for ever, granted aut of the monastery of the friers of Sc. Franeis, in Stam.
ford, which was dissalved Ucteber B, 1555, and his majesty was the betier
piinhbed to do this, as sl WilL Wiston, the last pring, who hail an an@uity sag
of the tnonasi=ry, i two dage aftor the justs.  Fortunae ki e in
tunate knights, 1o have a prior dbe so opportunedy b ot to a hoart
sk recipee For death ab any wimae,

& Spp Moble's Peotectoral House, wol Lop, 10, end Fuller's Church

sty
+ I his will (which is dated s early as June 1545}, Qe Trﬂ, e wiyled
ilmself by U sdias Willinms — & evistom chserved by all the Emmrrﬂl,:;l
£ And even past the time of Oiser,  An extact of this wiil, in which #ir
Hichard deseribes himsetfas of * the privy chamber of the king," is given by
My, Nolile.—* He directs thiid his by shall be burisd in the place whers
e should die | and derises his estatis [n e counties of Cambridge, Hun.
o Linendne, ool Bedford, to his eliest son Hewry, with the am of

1 juurchane hiim necesssry furnitare, when e shall coms of sge : his
wstates in Gilamorganshive ba devises 1o his son Francls (his only other
son), amd bqnu.lllm to sach of his nieoes, Joun and Amn, danghiers
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Sate'thart hie father. Elizabbth esieeimed him highly,
knighted him in 1563, and in the Following year ho-
noured him by a visit at his family seat of Hinchin-
brook, om her return from the university of Cambridge.
His memory still lived In the neighbgiirhood of his
estates some century since,-for he Had pssociated it
with generous actions in the hearts of the poor of the
district, and, to the poor, long memories for benefits be-
long. They called him in his lifetime the Golden
Knight, for he never entered any of the towns or vil-
lages around him without bestowing some money on the
necdy and distressed ; and that honourible title survived
him.* He lived to a good old age, dnd left behind him
six sons and five daughters; of whom the second dinglter,
Elizabeth, gave birth to the patriot Hampden ; and of
whom the second son, Robert, the meanest in fortune,
was destined to exert an influence on the destinjes of
the world unapproached by the most illustrious of his
ancestars, or the most powerful of their patron-princes,
for he was the father of Oliver Cromwell.

Mr. Robert Cromwell, but for this memorable cir-
cumstunce, would have lived and died unknown in Hon-

of his brother, Walter Cromwell; snd directs, that if Tho. Wingfield,
thin it ward to him, ahould chuss b marry elther of thrm, he shall have
ks wardabip remitted to him, otherwise that tha sane shoukl be soll ; be
Al Isaves {lires of Hig best great horses to the King, ad. e other great
horss to jord Cromwell, after the king has chosen o 1Eyarics are alen left to
i Jobe Williams, knt. ; nd sr Edw. Narih, knt., chancellor of thi polrt
of sugmentatson ; aod to several other persis who seem to have been
Servants Gub, Darme, cletk; Andr. Judde, Will, Coke, Phil. Lenthall
and Hich. Serviogion, were appointed ruscHiore Thig will was irrrl!J.
Moy, 98, 1HE — Sir Wichart,” Mr. Noble adds, » must have left a pro-
digions wibe to hils fainily, by what he L gramnts and
o ehureh lands, i the aums ha must have acguired
very lucrative iyments, with the Litsera] dpmathom
sowereign King Hotry VIIL  This is ewident from his possetaion in
tinpdoshire, the annunl smosnt of which, st an essy rect,
lenst SONL, per anin. ; these estates anly, m Puller's Lims, WECE bie #a
walwisl 1y some at HLOKL, sl by cthers o2 30, (K4, anmually, and ag i
T Y et these vtabca how let for, in s mear Hameey dail Hus=
m[ﬂm ate only a part of them), I Mﬁwmﬂﬂf
s extaies I thal county only would now bring in &2 o
wenue as any et at this nmmuup;lnd:ﬂltu:rdﬂlltﬂ

eveideralile p e
* Bge Noble's of the Crom
: B
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tingdon, since his tustes were humble as his fortunes®
He was eent, indeed, to one of Elizabeth’s parlisments
by the electors of that borough, but he appears 10 have
experienced only enough ‘of that sort of public life to
conesive disgust to it, since all the duties he afterwards
discharged were confined o his native town, in which
he served us one of the bailiffs +, sat as justice of the
peace, and, when his family had outgrown his income,
betook himself to the occupation of o brewer. He had
married in early life Elizabeth, the dsughter of William
Steward of the city of Ely, an undoubted descendant of
the royal family of the Stuarts,} This lady had sl-
ready been the wife of “ Will, Lynne, gent,, son and
heir apparent of John Lynne of Bassingborne, esq.,” §

* Thees fartunes are thus describod by Noble : —* Rob, Cromwel), .,
scond son of sir Henry Cromwell, knt., had by the will of his fnther, an
Seholly, Of Dosessiota belomping formerly o fho "’:.T.’:{l'““n‘}”'aﬂli."g?:

oliy, o belen rmerly m ory
:uru.l.u:nlr mlmﬂntuiim the grast tythes of Harfond, to

angy
+ £tz mama as ballil ie 1o be found at this day, in the nave of a church
in Huntingdoe. D, Hussel's friend, before referred to, says . —* In the
nave of 5t Marys Church, Huntingdon, the following uctice is to be
neen on ool of the pillars 1 —

* Cromwell
Bailiff.
L4
‘The church was not baile Gt 1527, aod Robert ﬂqmm'.
father, who must be the persn bere meant, died in 1617, The ptios
made by soing curious persan, after the fame of Cromwell

wab proball
had 'lil!‘l!r,:d all its fune,’ and drawn publie attention and uiry
e npeostons of the protector.””  That he teok great interest i:nﬂjq B
erTmE of his anIltmuu:R.:nd was cunsudtpdg Fisjcting its kmprovoments by
s leadi rhirtirs, id however indisputable, froma ge in ndr Wilkam
Dugdale’s Istory el the Fina, where his signature i fimind sttached to 5
eate addresied to the privy council, in [R5, stating that the draining
of the fens in Northampton, Lineln, Huntingdon, and Cambridge (8
work which his son afterwards resolvtedy oppossd), was H anid
might be accomplished * without peril (o any haves or ¢ 20 -
tRia a-rl\;n 'i_mm\cm:;.l. hr.-lm }c;jl}ml;q o dﬂ
i persons in the fwr coun most ammedistely inberested,
:".Imu":glm b hibe trother sir Ofiver,

%‘f,‘ 'dli’d'i-mﬂ Hon rests tambaione in the Cathedral
[ on a8 cng
il % it Inbiimatia o " ity

et optime adofescens Gulielmus Lynne,
erosats, fillus & keores apparens J'nh’ﬁnh Lyrng de Basiingbome in
E:i.':uu!l A, qub quidein Guliclmus immaturh morte perestpiz in
ipainis Elate Sore hTe“' Annum, I7 die Julij AT, L3, non sine §utmemo
Vith platicde migravitj uniqoam relinguons il gm
Catherinain seiliced, quam etiam 17 die Marti sequengs mor
eailem Nn::;ln 5llﬂt Imr.ml I.wqﬂ“' aimulgiss E‘rgm Fteme
Frabtir gaiilio = Fusuit amarks erpd mosstisgimas onju Elizabetd
Blin Gulielmi Stewand de Ely Armigurl™
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when, in the second year of her widowhood, with =
jointure of only 60/ & year *, she married Mr. Robert
Cromwell.

Thus allied to a self-ennobled family on the one hand,
and on the other to royalty itself, Mr. Rubert Cromwell
and his wife were nevertheless brewers of Huntingdon.
It is strange, indeed, that this should ever Lave been
disputed, since not the remotest shade of doubt, and s
little of diseredit, can possibly be thrown upon the fact.
The records of the purchase of the brewery, and of its
manegement, are in existence etill ; and from the un-
impeachable testimony of many witnesses, that of Roger
Coke t may be sclected, whose father, being asked whether
he knew the protector, answered, i Yes, and his father,
too, when he kept his brewhouse in Huntingdon.” A
contemporary writer tells us something more:—* oth
Mr. Cromwell and his wife were persans of great worth,
and no way inclined to disqffection, either in their civil or
religivus principles, but remarkable for living upon &
small fortune with deeemcy, and mointaining a large
family by their frugal circumspection.”} In subjoin-
ing the statement of sir William Dugdale, we may, per-
haps, discover the ridiculous pretence with which the
scrupulous asserters of Mr. Robert Cromwell's ¥ pure
gentility " satisfy their tender consciences, and lay the
burthen of the brewery on his wife, * Robert Crom-
well,” says Dugdale §, « though he was, by the coun-
tenance of his elder brother, Sir Oliver, made a justice
of the peace in Huntingdonshire, had but a slender
estite ; much of his support being & brewhouse in
Huntingdon, chiefly managed by his wife."” The royalist
chronicler, Heath ||, in still more explicit on the latter

® The smialiness of this jaintare (for the family fortutie had rumalied
10 [he Btemanis rested solsty with her brother, xir Themas, of Whoih
miention will e made hereniter] was a favourite subject of lagnpmut with
the eavaliers, ap Lo the period of his death, *1E is bopal,” 1 fnd n one
of their surmilous :qnn, i gfial now oUF EUormods taxes Wil buudLI-I
s, by the death of his mether, Is freed from et

Dhutert L'.% r N wol L 5k
I ik, wol &, s 67 . "I obie, s
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point. The brewhouse,” he says, * was kept in his
father's time, and managed by his mother and his father's
servants, without any concernment of his father therein,
the accounts being always given to the mistress ; who,
after her husband's death, did continue in the same em-
ployment and calling of a brewer, and thought it no
disparagement to sustain the estate and port of a younger
brother, as Mr. Robert Cromwell was, by those lawful
means ; however, not so reputable as other gains and
trades are accounted.”  True—not so reputable as Mr.
Heath would have accoonted the trade and gain of &
servile follower of courts, of & mean flatterer of kings,
of a base tool of incapable favourites or ministers. Had
Mr. Cromwell been all this, and lent out his wife in
furtherance of the ealling, loud should have been the
praises of the apostles of the Hestoration !

Secarcely less contemptible do they seem to us, how-
ever, who foolishly imagine they exalt the claims of
Robert Cromwell's son in muking out his fother an
idle ** gentleman,” and his mother a laborious drudge.
That the wife assisted the husband in his pursuits is
yet indisputable as it was notural, for the fashion of
fine ladyiem in a tradesman’s wife had not then © come
up” in the world ; while of her own more homely
fashion, she proved the saperior advantage, when her
husband’s death had left her the sole protectress of a
young and numerous family. An interesting person, in-
dieed, was this mother of Oliver Cromwell — a woman
with the glorious faculty of self-help when other as-
gistance failed her. Ready for the demands of fortune in
its extremest adverse time — of spirit and energy equal
to her mildness and patience — who, with the labour of
her own hands, gave dowries to five daughters sufficient to
marry them into families as honourable, but more
wealthy than their own—whose single pride was honesty,
and whose passion love—who preserved in the gorgeous
palace at Whitehall the simple tastes that distinguished
her in the old brewery at Huntingdon — whose only
care, amidst all her splendours, was for the safety of her
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beloved son in his dangerous eminence— finally, whose
closing wish, when thst anxious cape had cutworn her
strength, accorded with her whole modest and tender
history, for it implored a sirnple burial in some country
church-yard, rather than those ill-suited trappings of state
and eoremony wherewith she feared, and with reason
feared, that liis highness, the lord protector of England,
would have her carried to some royal tomb! There is
a portrait of her at Hinchinbroak, which, if that were
poesibile, would increase the interest she inspires, and
the respect she claims. The mouth, so small and sweet,
yet full and firm as the mouth of a hero — the large
melancholy cyes — the light preity hair — the expres-
sion of quiet affectionateness enffused over the face, which
is so modestly enveloped in a white satin hood — the
simple beauty of the velvet cardinal she wears, and the
richness of the small jewel that clasps jt—seem [0 pres
sent before the gazer her living and breathing character,
On the 25th April, in the year 1599, this excellent
woman gave birth to Oliver Cromwell. He was her
second som, and the only one of three who lived to
manhood ; one of her daughters had also died in youth,
and the names of the survivors were Elizabeth, Cathe-
rine, Margaret, Anna, Jane, and Rohina, who, with
Oliver, formed the family of Mr. Robert Cromwell.*

® ¥ Ot of the fits of ker trade,"” sys 3 writer in the Hiographica
Brittanmica, * and her own snall jointure of stxty pounds & yeaf, #he pro-
wided fortiunes for her daughters, saffickent to marry them It good
familics, “The ehdest was the wife of Br. John Disshorough, afterwanis
ana of the protector’s major-geooraks | another married, fint, Hoger Whet-
stome, asq., wod aflerwards alonel Jiihn ﬂlm wha waa for
being ano of the king's judges ; the thind espo palpnel Valantine Wl
tom, who kied in exile; the fourth, Mrs Heldna Cromwell, marrie, fing,
Dir. Peter French, and afterwands, Dr. Juhn Willkima, bishaop af Clsester,
a hmmlr-m-.mr, wnal & celebrated mathematician, It may mot e pmiss
ta sdd, that an sunt of Cromwells married Francis Barrington, -Iu
another aunt, Jonn Hamgsden, Hﬁ] of Buekinghamshire, by whem

Wi mather b the famaus Joht Hampden ; a thind sunt wes tha wrife of
Bir. Whaley, and the mother of eulacel Whaley, in whes Casiody iha
king woa, while he remaloed st Hampeon Court. He had two othes
sunts, but of their marriages we have no seeount.”  Thire are sme
erro and seme omissions in this accownt,  The wife of Dubnm#ﬂ;:
Jane, the ffth deaghter (the cldest, Elizalwth, dying unmartied) | L

Fine, thé spcomnd, married Jomes Hl.:r.ttl. the dhind, imearried Mj
b '.::ﬂu marned Johin Sgwsier
¥

Anna, the fuurth, who s amitwed by i
Wistow, in i, | and sixih and youngest, Boblus,
married as siated.
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Four days after his hirth, Oliver Cromwell waa
baptized in the parish church of 5t John's, in his
native place ;— his uncle, sir Oliver, after whom he
was named®, standing for him st the font.

OF his extreme youth, marvellous stories were recol-
lected in his days of power:—not for this, however, to
be rejected, since, what has onee been believed, should,
in all future time, be matter of just concern. When
Milton undertock a history of England, be began it
with a large collection of traditional fables, becanse he
well knew, that to whatever has been truly believed,
however false or fabulous, belong some of the most
sacred privileges of truth itself, and that the imagina-
tion can never be strongly influenced, without a corre-
sponding and enduring action upon the opinions and the
character. The fables of biography may show us, at all
events, in what various ways the celebrity of their ob-
ject has wrought upon his countrymen.

From theinstant of his birth, acconding tothe traditions
of Huntingdon, the peculiar destiny which had marked
theinfantfor its own saved him from all meaner chances.
A nonjuror, who afterwards purchased and inhabited
his father's house, used to assert this destiny to have been
nothing less than the devil ; and, in proof of the con-
nection, woulid show, behind the door of the room that
Oliver was born in, a curious figure of that personage
wrought in the hangings. On the same authority rests
the version of one of Oliver's escapes, wonderful as

® Spp Appemddix (T1), Sr Oliver Cromwell.
4 In the very curious little volume which | have aiready had cccasion to
Heath's Flageila s m.niemlﬂ:zrnrmu_g .ﬂ:ih“ nlturh
no osin omens Bnd imbhered the lad into the world. ™ Fatp,’

hee maya, " when it had decresd anil ordained the unbe birth of thin
Fuimoso, by her ssosf secret and hidulen miolece, brought him' it the workd
any berrible remerdk o his porientous life, mEitlier pumets; nor exrihe
i AR poining but bk the securye o the Evgll g Sal

ag nuL Ehal the soow of the
mation waa now borm. Tngm wla e ddid, h?;ﬁmmmllg methixis, rain
him @ip to the potsrssion of the thrane, st s sevrety il mu::llr,lﬂ-
all his anid meong nefarious actions, shift kim out of it with n
of ber gpeént fury tumed bim into bl wiehisl for grave.” The lniter
[+ 3 hmhltnhcum, unlrss ** the blsst of her spent fary™ is nken
imlicate the storm, which sctually, on the day of his desth, unroobed

beouses in Loodon, and tore up trees inﬂ:-“&l.

E‘Ef
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Gulliver'sat Brobdignag.  * His grandfather, sir Henry
Cromwell,” so goes the story, * having sent for him to
Hinchinbrook, when an infant in arms, 2 monkey took
him from the eradle, and ran with him wpon the lead
that covered the roofing of the house : alurmed at the
danger Oliver was in, the family brought beds to catch
him upon, fearing the creature’s dropping him ; but the
sagacious animal brought the fortune of England *
down in safety : so nurrow an escape had he, who was
doomed to be the eongueror and sovereign magistrate
of three mighty nations, from the paws of a monkey."®
The tradition which saves the daring and reckless young
lud from drowning by the providential interference of
the curate of Cunningtont, is, perhaps, better worthy
of belief ; though it might be difficult to say so much
of the loyalist addition to the story tagged on after the
Restoration—that this same worthy curate, at a future
petiod, when kindly ealled upon by Oliver, in a march
at the head of his troops through Huntingdon, and
asked if he recollected the serviee he had done, answered,
“Yey, I do; bot T wish 1 had put you in, rather than
see you here in arms against your king.”

The child’s temper, it scems admitted on all hands,
was wayward and violent §, and is said o have broken
out on one occasion, when he was yet only five years
old, with an ominons forecast of times and desds to
come, The anecdote is told by Noble. * They havea
tradition at Huntingdon, says that industrious collector,
# that when king Charles L., then duke of York, in his
journey from Scotland to London, in 1604, called, in
his way, at Hinchinbrook, the seat of sir Oliver Crom-
well, that knight, to"divert the young prinece, sefit for
his nephew Oliver, that he, with his own sons, might
play with his royal highness: but they had not been
long together, before Charles and Oliver disagresd ; ani

* The lev, Dr. Lort's MSS., quoted in Noble, vol. L p 62
; "Then 5 Mr. Johnsun

¥ From his infancy,” says Heath, * to his chilbood, be was of a crom
dinpesdiithon, ':'.h,::ll.. being hummirml by the mTﬂﬂ:ﬂ'—
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85 the former was then as weakly as the latter was
strong, it was no wonder that the royal visitant wis
worsted ; and Oliver, even at this age, so little regarded
dignity, that he made the royal blood flow in copious
streams from the prince’s nose, This was looked upon
as & bad presage for that king when the civil wars com.
menced. T give this only us the report of the place:
thus far is certain, that Hinchinbrook, as being pear
Huntingdon, was generally one of the resting-places,
when any of the royal family were poing to or return-
ing from the north of England, or into or from Secot-
lind.”  An anecdote, which somehow bears upon it
the stamp and greatness of reality ! If these boys ever
met, (and when king James's frequent visits to Flinchin-
brook are borne in mind ® it is diffieult to suppose they
did not, ) what eceurrence so likely as » quarrel, and what
result so plain s that the sneedote tells ns? The
nervous, feeble, tottering infancy t of the shambling
king’s son, unequally matched against the sturdy little
limbs and daring young soul of the man-child of the
Huntingdot brewer — yet foolish obstinacy urging the
weakness of the one, and a reckless ambition of B pi=
riority overcoming the kindness and generusity of the
other. The curtain of the future was surely for sn

instant upraised here |
Nor here alone.  More signal and direct manifestations
were avouched, if still stronger and more widely believed
traditions are received. Nor will they be rejected hastily
by such as care to penetrate benenth the surface of the
character which had lain, as it were, wrapped up evenin
the very cradle of thie child, The supernatural, as it seems
to the vulgar, is not always what if seems. The natural,
when denied for & time its proper vent, will force itself
into the light in many various shapes, which assume a

® See Appenitiz (L5, Slr Oliver Cromweil h

e kbl 80 st oy ow g o e B oL Cherse
legs which he hast inherited trom his father, and that in his most vigorous
the inflrmity was never entirely eorveeted.  Even in the fine

i by Vandyke, now at ak
wwm jtl-r yke, b Courty 0 curvaturg
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. fearful aspect from their intensity alone. Fhe tame and
common medium of dull and feeble minds is not what
fhe world has distributed among all her sons. Thoughts,
& their sufferer has himself described them, “like master-
lets hell-hounds,” roared and bellowed round the cradle
of Bunyan j— round that of Vane the forms of angels
of light seemed to vision the everlasting reign of peace
which His virtuous labours would have realised ; —and
now, round the bed of the youthful Cromwell, played
an awful yet delicious dream of personal aggrandisement
and power.

He hod Inid himself down one day, it is said, too
fatigued with his youthful sports to hope for sleep,
when suddenly the curtains of his bed were slowly with-
drawn by a gigantic figure which bore the aspect of &
woman, and which, gazing at him silently fora while, told
him that Ye should, before his death, be the greatest man
in England, He remembered when he told the story —
and the recolleetion marked the current of his thoughts
— that the figure had not made mention of the word
king. The tradition of Huntingdon adds, that although
the *folly and wickedness ” of such a notion was strongly
pointed out to him, the lad persisted in the sssertion of
its truth — for which, *at the particular desire of his
father,” he was soundly fogged by his schoolmaster.
The fogging only impressed the fact more deeply on the
young day-dreamer, and betaking himeelf immediately to
his uncle Steward®, for the purpose of unburthening him-
self once more respecting it, he was told by that worthy
kinsman of royalty that it was * traitorous to entertain
such thoughts, " ¥

This incident in Cromwell’s youth was not forgotten
in his obscurity to be remembered only in his eminence ;

® Bir Tlhomas Stewarnd, — See Appamifix ( A.].
Mention of this matter # thus made in tha Flagellam, All the oihier

neooumts give the n |m the text. ** “Twas st this time ol hidg
adokereny, that be d or & fumiliar rather instincted him nmil put
it nto his sliat D shonld be king of England; fur it cannct bo o

that mow thers shoull be any such neer resemblance of truih o

aince they had ceased long agn Huwever Uy vision cumne, mast i
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for Clarendon distinctly tells us, that it was generally -
spoken of, even from the beginming of the troubles, amd
when he was not in a posture that promised such exalta-
tion.” In the height of his glory, we have ales
authority for saying, Cromwell himself mentioned it
often ; and when the farce of deliberation took place on
the offer of the crown to the protector, it is remarked
by lord Clarendon, that “ they who were YETY near (o
him said, that, in this perplexity, e revolved his former
dream or apparition, that had first informed and pro-
mised him the high fortune to which he was
arrived, and which was generally spoken of, even from
the beginning of the troubles, and when he was not in
a posture that promised such exaltation ; and that he
then observed, that it hal only declared that he should he
the greatest man in England, and that he should be
near to be king, which seemed 10 imply, that he should
be only near, and never sctually attain, the erown.™
Another incident, not, perhaps, unconnected with the
foregoing, and as singular if less awful, connected the
childhood of Cromwell with the mighty future that
awaited it. T shull detsil it in the words of the royalist
Heath*, because of the many aceounts that exist of this
bappily undisputed aneedote, they appear to be the mest
characteristic.  * Now,” observes that writer, ** to con-
firm & royul humour the more in his ambitious and vain
glorious brain, it happened (us it was then generally the
eustome in all great Free Schools) that a play ealled
 The Five Senses ” was to be acted by the schollars of
this schoolt, and Oliver Cromwell, as ¢ confident youth,

m his father was sxceedingly troubled st It; snd having angesly
Bl for the vanity, bilenes, and impudence thireof, gl soring
him yet rﬂlu btf the same presumgtion, caused. Dy, Heard fo whap him
for it} which was done i o mom Prpose than the st of his ehatisg-
ments, his schalar growlng Lssibent amt Miecrrigible frue those resslts and
amasions within him, to which all other dictates and bElructions were
wanlesa, and as & diol letter.™
* The aathar of the Flagellum which | have already guotmd = the Hrsk
Iﬂmmr Cromwell aiter the estoration,  He war, I bellive, th son.
af L' cuther, s extled lovalist, and wis, murweer, o weedy scribe,
‘who wrote pamphivts of all sarts b ordyr, and correetsd manuscripts far
A mainten

alice.
L E\nﬂnﬁmi‘m&bmﬁ.wimm-um-‘
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was nameil to act the part of Tactus, the sense of feel-
ing ; in the personation of which, as he came out of the
tyring-room upon the stage, his head encircled with &
chaplet of lawrel, he stumbled at a erown, purposely
laid there, which stooping down he took up, and crowned
himself therewithal, adding, beyond his cue, some
majestical mighty words; and with this passage the
event of his life held good analogy and proportion, when
he changed the lawrel of his victories (in the late un-
natural war) to all the power, suthority, and splendour,
that ean be imagined within the compass of a crown.”
The extemporisation of the “ mighty majestical
words”" is an addition of the zealous narrator: the
render will ohserve, when the scene is before him, that
the exact speeches of Tactus are mighty and majestical
enough to effcct the strange coincidences of the story
without other aid. The comedy is well known to the
lovers of old English dramatic literature, by the name
of Lingua, as a highly ingenious and pleasant wark,
with more than the usual share of that strong good
sense which distinguishes its otherwise fantastic author,
Anthony Brewer.® It is in the nature of an allegory,

* 1t cantaing, amiong ether striking nmR that e emtmeranion of the
characteristics of diferent lnngisges— = The Chalibes wise, the Arabian
physiesl, ke, "— given m Charles Lambs's Specimens, and abso thir flbowiing
mlﬁ discrimipatian of Tragety snd Comeds inall their prosnsents aod
uses, which the reader wil not chiject to my glathig :—
“ These two, my lord, Comedies and Tragedis,

My filloms hodh, bl twin, but wralike

As birth to death, wedding to funcral

For this that ronss fimsnli io buskins guaint

Taplensant at the fiesk, prod i the midsd,

Stately n all, aml liitce death at end.

That in the pumps tath frowa of it aoquaintande,

Trmuhle in the miclst, but st the md conelides,

Clasing up all with a sweet catasirophe

This grave amit s, dis-ain’d with brinish tesr:

That Hight ansd quirk with srinkied lioghter painted.

This denbs with notbes, klngs, ol emeperors,

Full off great hojpes, grost luam, groat eaterprires:

This nther trml=s sl men of e comidil

Hin projects small, small hopes, oo dangers linde

“This grogenis, beowler'd with rich senitpnees &

That Fair aiwl puirtled rooml with morriments

Both v detwct snd wirtu |-|-:--ut|1'£.“i

By twing death's wmirnur, sod life's Eimg-glean™

The eomedy was firsg sctesl, we learn from the prefase o it firt (mpres=
mlimm“uumhuuhﬂmhum
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celebrating the contention of the five senses for the
crown of superionity, and discussing the pretensions of
Lingua, or the tongue, to be admitted as a sixth sense ;
ending, as far as the latter'is concerned, with the allot-
ment of * the sense of speaking ™ to women only,

Now let the reader imagine little master (liver Crom-
well entering, “his head encircled with a chaplet of
lawrel,” and gazing up so high above him as to be
utterly unconscious of the plotier at his side, and, till he
stumhbles on it, of the erown at his feet.

“Tacrvs. Theblushing childhood of the chearful morn

Is almost grown a youth and overclimbe

Yonder gilt eastern hills, about which time

Gustus most earnestly importuned me

To meet him hereabouts ; what cause 1 know not.
Mexpamo, Yoo shall do shortly, to your eost, T hope.
Tacr. Sure, by the sun, it should be nine o'clock !
Mex, Whar a star-gazer ! will you ne'er look down 7
Tacr., Clear is the sun, and blue the firmament :

Methinks the heavens do smile

[TacTus sneczeth.
Mex. At thy mishap,
To lock g0 high, and stumble in a trap !
[Tacrus stumbleth af the robe and eroum.

Taor. High thoughts have slippery feel, T had well

wigh fillin.
Mex. Well doth he full that rizeth with a fall.
Tacr. What *s this
Mex. O! are you taken ? "tis in vain to strive.
Tacr. How now !
Mex. You'll be so entangled straight —
Taor. A crown |

Mex. — that it will be hard —
Taer. And o robe |
Mex. — to loose yourself !

Tact. A erown and robe !
Max. It had been fitter for you to have found a fool's
coat and & bauble, — hey ! hey |
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Tacr. Jupiter ! Jupiter! how came this here?
Mex. O! Sir, Jupiter is making thunder, he hears
you not ; here's one knows hetter.
Tacr. 'T it wond’rous rich: ha! but sure it is not
go: hol
Do I not sleep, and dream of this good luck, ha?
No, I am awake, and feel it now.
Whaose shonld it be ? [He takes it up.
Muw, Set up a «i quis for it.
Tacr. Mercury ! all s mine own ; here's none to ery
half s mine.
Mex, When I am gone. [£rit.

Tagrus, alome, soliloquizeth.

Taer. Tactus, thy sneezing somewhat did portend.
Was ever man s fortunate as TP
To break his shins at such a stumbling-block!
Roses and hays pack henee : this erown and robe
My brows and body circles and invests !
How galiantly it fits me! sure the slave
Measured my head that wrought this eoronet.
They lye that say complexions cannot change ;
My blood "s ennobled, and I am transform'd
Unio the sgored femper of @ king.
Methinks I hear my noble parasites
Stiling me Coesar or great Alerander,
Licking my feet, and wond'ring where I got
This precious cintment. How my pace is mended !
How prineely do I apeak ! how sharp I threaten !
Peasants, 1'll curb your headstrong impudence,
And make you tremble when the Lion roars.
¥e earth-bred worms ! O for a looking-glass !
FPosts will swrite whole volumes of this change :
Where *s my attendants # Come hither, sirrahs, quickly,
Or by the wings of Hermes "'——

Tt is not difficult to picture to the imagination the
YOL. VL o
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strut of democralic contempt with which the reckless
young actor delivered souwe of these lines : —
“ How' my pace in memlisd
How prinesly do Tepenk D How sharp | tireaten !

The whole seene is curious, und was, no doubt, remem-
bered with emotion in after years, when state had*indeed
seemed to ennchle blood — when epithets of Cesar or
Alexander were us nothing in the mouths of parasites —
when the clownish soldier had been mended into the
comely prince — and the voice that sounded sharp and
untunsble through the house of commons in 1640, sent
forth accents at Whitehall, some very few years later,
of the sweetest grace and majesty.

Buch scanty records a8 may be now collected of young
Cremwell's school-days realize what it dees not tix the
Imagination to recelve as o not unfair impression of
them. He was active and resolute — capable of tre-
mendous study, but by no means always inclined to ir—
with a vast quantity of youihful energy, which exploded
In vast varieties of youthful mischief— and, finally, not
at all improved by an unlimited system of flogging
adopted by his schoolmaster. How easily, in such cases,
are the lessons of tyranny taught ; and, when they have
failed to subdue, how long and bitrerly remembered !
D, Beird, then at the head of the Huntirgdon Free-
school, had made himsell notorious for his severity®,
even in that age of barbarous discipline ; and in young
Cromwell he seeins to have found & favourite ubject for
ite exervise.

A biographer, already quoted, describes these schogl.
days with characteristic force; and, remembering the
writer's prejudice, we have linle difficulty in sepa-
rating fulse from true. ¢ From A B C discipline,” he
suys, “and the slighted governunice of u mistress, his
fathier removed him to the toition of Dr. Beard, school-
master of the free-school of that town, where his bogk

* The frontispicee bo a welkkinmwn book of the time, *The Theatre of
l(-ud'- .Iudm-inh." *L;h"wn: z "h'u‘“iﬂ'fu“ this parn-ndicting

b repavseins bim w . two scholers slakidin
u“ﬂﬁhwhuiu;mnumi:._ ;
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began to persecute him, and learning to commence his
great and irreconcileable enemy ; for his master, honestly
and severely observing that, and others his faults (which
like weeds sprang out of his rank and uncultivable na-
ture), did, by correction, hope to better his manners ;
and with a diligent hand, and careful eye, to hinder the
thick growth of those viees which were so predominant
aud visible in him. Yet, though herein he trespassed
upon that rempect and lenity due and wsnal fo children of
hix birth and quality, he prevailed nothing against his
obstinate and perverse inclination. The learning and
clvility be had, coming upon him like fits of enthusiname,
now a hard student for o week or ficg;, and then a friand
or otioss for twice we many months,— of no settled
constuney.

 Amuongzt the rest of those ill qualities,” continues
this impartis] biographer, * which fructuated in him at
this age, he was very notorious for robbing of orchards;
# puerile erime, and an ordinary trespass, but grown &0
scandalous and injurious by the frequent spoyles and
damages of trees, breaking of hedges amd inclosures,
committed by thiz apple-dragon, that many selemn cam-
pluints were made, both to his father and master, for
redress thereof, swhich missed noé their safigfuction and
expiation out of his hide; on which e much pains were
lost that that very offence ripeneil in him afterwards to
the throwing down of all boundaries of law or CONECIENCE,
From this he passed unto ancther more manly theft, the
rolding of dove-howses, siealing the goung pidgesns, anid
eating and merchandizingof then, and that so publiquely,
that he became dreadfully suspect to all the adjacent
country.”

Nor ure his offences of youth limited by charges of this
kind. Other gross imputations against his good taste
and refinement — such as the boy-days of Louis X1V.
were not sltogether free from— received general accept-
ation before his eminence, and were not altogether con-
tradicted by his oceasional practices after it. The
diligent Mr. Noble thus supplies one of those stories from

c2
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various writers.—* Sir Oliver was a worthy knight, loved
hospitality, and always kept up old costoms. Accord-
ingly, at Christmas, his doors were thrown open to all,
who were not only fessted, but entertained with musie,
dancing, and the wsmal sports of the sge and place,
Amongst the relations and friends of sir Oliver came
his nephew and godson, by invitation, o partake of the
festivity of one of those seasons: but he so far forgot
hlmeelf that, to bumour a depraved taste, he besmeared
his clothes and gloves with the most nauseous filth, and
accosts the Muster of Misrule in the frequent turnings
of a frisking danee, as well as every other person that
came in his way, so that the company could searce bear
the room. The Master of Misrule, discovering that our
young Oliver was the offender, seized, and ordered him
to undergo a severe ducking in & pond adjeining to the
house ; sir Oliver, his uncle, permitting the sentence to
be carried into full execution, as a punishment for his
dirty behaviour. Perhaps I ought to apologize for re-
Iating so filthy a tale; but, ns this was the occasion of
Oliver's losing his uncle’s good opinion, 1 thought its
particular relation conld not be dispensed with,"*
There is possibly great exagzgeration in the story, but.
in after years, the protector’s turn for pleasantry was

*® The learned Dr, Hites, whoattended the protoctor ip his Inst iHiness, has
ﬂ"'ﬂl s mithority 10 this incident (Elenchi Mot proma}  Aud
il in his " Flagelum," relates i thos 1By these setinng e had
# wligciatedl Lhe slfectmns ol his woele and hier Sir Oliver Cromwell,
thiat B onal] nak eeilime the sight of him, having, in his own presenes in
the great lall of his bouse, where o maguifeontly treated king James st
kis @ssumptian to the crown of England, in 8 Chelstmss time [which was
always bighly ohserved by him by feasting and keegng Bouse’, played
this unhzmsome and unseemly ek or frmttth':lmxﬂn rebsoon of
which the resder will be plesssd to Indulge tee, 1 have seen oL
emtciiiiled by & worihy and learned hanad. 18 was sic Olivers customs ja
that lestival, t entertain in his house & Master nf Misrule, or the Rev
o0 mEkae purth for the guesis, and to divect the dances and the e,
puersliy all manner of sports st gambols ; this fellow Cromwell, having
Eﬂlnﬂll’ﬂ' i owm eothed mod hamids with surreverenes, seeests (0 the misist
of n freficking daiee, ami w grimed him and u!hhu.:_;?lm uvory turm, that
witch metink was raisesl, that the spectators could ¥ einre the reom §
‘whereugun the said Mamer of Misrube, peroeiving the matter, consed him
1o b Ll ilnldmuld by Bk commanil 10 b thrown ik s pond sdjorni
o e hbouse, thers o e soms'd over Beml and ears, snd ME
that filth wad fution stinking 1o ki ;. wiiel was netonlingly exevubol,
wir Oliver flbring his nephew to undergo ibe panishmeent of bis un=
mannerly folly.”
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now and then oddly developed, s we shall have oc-
casion toshow ; and what,in those youthful days, might
have equally deserved a ducking in a horse-pomd on a
cold Christmas night, was received as the greatest favour
und condeseension by Ladies of birth and breeding.
From the grammar-school of Huntingdon, on the 254
of April, 1616, when Cromwell was within two days of
completing his seventeenth year, he was entered a follow-
eommoner of Sydney Sussex college, Cambridge®; and
seems to have carried all his school propensities, in the
most lively and Hourishing state, along with him to the
university, * In his youth,” says sir William Dugdale,
“ he was for some time bred up in Cambridge, where
he made no proficiency in any kind of learuing; but
then and afterwards sorting himeelf with drinking com-
panions, and the under sort of people (being of a rough
sl blustering disposition ), he had the name of a Roveren
amongst most that knew him.” This is borne out by
Heath, who accompanies it with other details.  * The
relution of a father,” he obeerves, “‘and one o sferne
and atrict an examiner of him (he being in his na-
ture of a difieuli disposition and great spirit, and one
that would have due distances ohserved towardy him from
all pereong, which begat him reverence from the conntry-
people) kept him in some awe and sabjection, till his
translation to Cambridge ; where he was placed in
Bydney college, more to satisfy his father's curivsity
and desire, than out of any hopes of compleating him
in his studies, which never reached any good knowledge
of the Latine tongue, During hisshort residence bere,
where he wis more famous for his exercises in the
fields than in the schools, (in which he never had the

* The following k3 an extract from the register of Sydney Sespx 1 =" A
festo Amunciationis, 1516, — Ofiverbie Cromwell l;ulﬁ-llllﬂ-l'hmil ad-
fienus ad commentum Scciorum Aprilie vicessimo lerth; Tutore Mre
Micarco Howletn.” Between this entry however amd the next, it i
Amising to sbeerve that there i crowded In, in 8 sealbor fand o letter,
the tzen chamcter. * Hie fuit grandls ille imposiar, cxmifex
porditisimus, gui pentssime rege Carole 19 necaria cede sublato, ipsumn
usuryasit thronoe, ef tria regna, per 5 e mmrsin spuitiim, sl pre=
teearis pomine indonsita yrannide vexavic ™
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honour of, becanse no worth and merit to, a degree,)
being one of the chief mateh-makers and players at foor-
Teall, chg'd[a, or any other buyuu!mun Sport OT game,—
his father, Mr. Robert Cromwell, died, leaving him to
the seope of his own inordinate and irregular will,
swayed by the bent of very violent and strong passions.”
It is significant of mueh to discover, in these notices of
Cromwell's boyish irvegularities, that his father was as
striet and stern to the lad as his mother was affectionate
and indulging,®

There is no reason to question the irregularities them-
selves.  They are such as thousands committed even
in those times, and tens of thousands have committed
since, whom obscurity in after-life has dismissed, with
all their vices and all their virtues, to a happy oblivion.
It is worth while to ohserve, however, that the supposi-
tion of Cromwell's having left the university only as
wise, in point of learning, as he went there, is by no
means so credible.

Cromwell's learning in after years, which there is no
reason to doubt he sequired at this time, was of a fair
average character., His sincere respect for men of
greater learning, and his anxious desire to elevate and
promote the claims of literature at all times, has never
been questioned save by the meanest and least scrupulous
of his detractors. A good knowledge of Latin it is
quite certain he possessed, though bishop Durnet tells
us of it with a sneer. “ He had no foreign language,
but the little Latin that stuck to him from his edueation,
which he spoke very vitiously and seantily.” The mest
learned of the smbassailors he received during the pro-
tectorate do not, on the other hand, seem to have dis-
covered these defects in his Latin, Beveringe writes to
Jonguall at the Haguet, that * last Saturday I had a
diseourse with his excellency Cromwell above two hours,

#* Hearh begios his narrative with l.llll'rhl:ﬂll‘ll_l Ly I"J'mn_l:il i ta
aoured by the Fradnss o his. TiEher, made That Fvgh And iracteble

LempeT more rubast and oulragesa o lis juvenile yeamn,™
4 10th ul Auguat, 1853
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without any body being present with us. His excellency
spoke his own language so distinetly that I could answer
bim.,  He (Cromwell) answered again in Latin” In
varions incidents of a similar sort, refated in the records
of the cpmmonwealth, it is difficult to discover any
grounds of truth for Bumet's reproach ; and it is worth
wdding, that the royalist friend of Waller, who prefixed
a lifee of the poet to the first edition of his works, takes
occasion to tell his readers that * Cromwell loved, or
affectad to love, men of wit: — Mr. Waller frequently
wiited on him, being his kinsman ; and, as he often de-
elared to me, observed him to be very well read in the
Greek and Roman story,”®  Other opportunities may
occur for adverting to this subject ; but there exists, in
one of the ambassadorial addresses to Cromwell, a pes-
sape of eloguence bearing upon it, and now known to
have procesded from Milton's hand, which seems to
me to decide the question completely, and to say all that
need be said eaneerning it in the finest possible manner,

Don Juan Roderiguez de Saa Meneses, Conde de
Penagunia, sddressed to Cromwell in Latin an idea of a
perfect hero — Milton having discharged himzelfl of a
portion of his ever lofty admiraiion of Cromwell by
composing it at the request of that illustrious foreigmer.

* 11 I cortain, too, that he had made if his eare in fife 1o become master
a noble Nbmry. An suthority exists for aaying this — than which na

2

] Ly
bottey cauld be wrged —in the 1ife of the @ a ¢ bonrned Dir,
Mappm. ** When bw:m:mmhnmtb:m*a?;. i ﬂl"rﬂr
1634, the

very morning the cepemiy Wat b b perfarmmed, & messenger chme:
mtun In:q'-mhu Irim thst he mast mm:‘y comme i Whitr-
dortar asked him the oeension ; be told him he should knew
b came Lhere. "n-rntmnr himself, without any previoes
hitm what he wes to do, i e tn[:;supmlhu_ occasion. “The
redd Al Bo eoubd to be excused, and tald him i sas o work of
which required some time (o consider and prepare for it The
that he knew he was not af & Joss 10 perfunn the serviee
ham ; and opeing his study-dear, he gut bim in with bis
im consider there, which was not ahore half an hoer. The
that timse i looking over his books, which he ssif w=i
Behinn,™ Mupston, as D vis emphatically aya, snci o hwfge.
that b his days of power, Cromwell showsd an nvarislle
anel respect far the dfma o of his boyhond, We And an ander
L 162, directml to all nfSicers and shbiers urder his
thrm to quaster any wllicer or sohiier in any of the
halbs, o nt!er hearses bedonging te Cambridge university, or in
knjury or violeuce b any of Lhe ur itnlens of it and
il
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Having named various imaginary qualities, he proceeded
thus : — ** To these I added a study of letiers, by which
nature should be cultivated, the mind polished and
subdued, and reason sharpened. Yet this, in a person
instructed for the commonwealth, and trained up for
political affairs, T wished might be moderate. For, ns
the art of governing a commonwealth, for the most part,
ie active and practical, it should rather consist of counsel
and prudence, than of speculative and theoretical
Eknowledge amd wisdom. It is necessary therefore for
him who is brought up to the art of mling and com-
manding to be tinged indeed with a study of lelters,
which may reasonably inform him, and banish ignerance
and unskilfulness from his mind ; yet not to be so deeply
tutored, as to comprehend them absolutely and exactly
in every point.  For, I know not by what means, this
thorough knowledge of the sciences, at the same time
that it sharpens the intellect, dulls the soul, and inter-
rupts its close attention to the administration of public
affairs : perhaps because it wastes the epirits necessary
for action, and, by gradually consuming them, causes
the mind, in proportion as it is deprived of them, to
grow languid. These applications of the wit and
mind are tender things ; they do not faney the sun and
the crowd, but delight in shade and retirement ; noise
and business disturb them ; they shrink up at the horror
of arms, and are even affrighted at the bawling of the
forum. Like noble and delicate maidens, they must
rather be kept safe at home, than brought forth into
engagements and perils.  Wherefore the most celebrated
generals of antiquity have so addicted themselves to
the instructions of their preceptors, o rather fo adorn,
than to profess, those studies ; they have applied them-
selves just so much to them as might serve to nourish,
not to overwhelm, their minds. 1t was this course that
the hero Achilles held under Chiron and Pheenix ;
Alexander, under Aristotle; Epaminondas, under Lysias ;
Scipio, under Pancetius.  And tho' Pericles among the
Greeks, and Julius Cisar among the Romans, may
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have passed for scholars, yet certainly their praise
(whereof both obtained a very great share) is comprised
chiefly in their eloquence, which consists more in force
and nature, than in art and precept. For this reason it
is delivered down to us, that the one thundered when
he spoke, and that the other pronounced every thing
with the same spirit he fought with. You, (0 most
excellent Cromwell | have applied your mind to the
study of letters in this manner, copying exactly what
I had observed in these and other famous captains of
antiquity.  You have gathered up the literary dust ot
Cambridge, without deepening the tracts of learning.
You have garnished your understanding with those
arts which become a liberal nature ; you have rubbeil
off the rust of your mind; you have sharpened the
eldge of your wit; you have gained guch a character,
as not o be reckoned an il scholar; and fitted yourself,
by the rudiments of the sciences, to Manage the highest
offices of the commonwealth. You have given us, in
fact, such a specimen of your capacity, that you may
make it appear, if you were disposed to go on in the
pursuit of learning, how very able you are to equal the
greatest masters ; just as Julius Cresar did, whose steps
you so mearly tread in, according to the testimony of
Cicero himself, that prince in every kind of learning.
And in eonducting the commeonwealth, yoo have chose
to fmitate that Cesar rather than Cicero, by preferring
the harsh, incessant, and laborious employment of &
general, to the delicate and sedentary office of & scnator,
Tt did not become that hand to wox soft in literary wLye,
which was fo be inured to the use of arms, and hardened
with asperity ; that right fand o be wrapl up in dowem
among the noeturnal birds of Athens, by which thunder-
Bolts were soon after to be hurled among the eagles which
emulate the sun."s H
In June, 1617, Hobert Cromwell died, and it is
probable, since his widow found herself obliged to on-
tinoe the brewery after his decease, that a considern-
tion of family circumstances, (for the disagreement with
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sir Oliver appears to have still continued,) withdrew her
son from the wniversity immediately afterwards. It is
certain that, before half his college term had expired,
he returned to Huntingdon, and was passed from thenee
to London ; where, in accordance with the almost uni.
versal practice with young men of any family in that
age, he was entered as a member of Lincoln's Inn.®
But, if the general traditon is trost worthy, he now utterly
rejected every habit of study ; carried his practices of
school and college to the very highest pitch of dissolute
recklessness ; and, after some litile tme, remurned to
Huntingdon 2 finished London rake, with a strong
tendency in his rakishness to the eoarse and the low,
Heath's account of this cannot possibly be omitted.

* It was not long after his father's death ere Ofiver,
weary of the muses, and that strict course of life (though
be gave latitude enough to it in his wild salleys and
flyings out) sbandoned the university, and returned
home, saluted with the name of young Mr. Cromwell,
now in the room and place of hiz father ; which how
he became, his uncontrouled debaucheries did publickly
declare. For drinking, wenching, nnd the like outrages
of Licentious youth, none so infamed as this young
Turquin, who would not be contraried in his lust,
in the very strain and to the excess of that regal
ravisher. . . . These pranks made his mother advise
with herselfe and his friends what she should do with
him, to remove the scandal which had been cast upon
the family by his means; and therefore it was con-
cluded to gend him to one of the inns of court, under
pretence of his studying the laws; where, amang the
mass of people in Lomdon, amd frequency of vices of all
sorts, his might pass in the throng, without that par-

* His pame does not appesr now in the books of that mciety, but his

baving enterod of it was 8 lnct Botorous to his cotitempiraries, and na -

he name wus erasd in the mew sl base barn loyaities of
restopatian,  Amthany Wiood tolli us distinetly, * his father dying
whilst bee was at Cambirivdge, bi was taken home and sent 1o Lineoin's Inn
o study the common law ; hut making nething of i, be was sent Jor hame
his maother, bersme a detwurcher, a0 a boistoretis and nsde fellow,™

it in corroborated, tow, by altost every CONEFMPOTanEnES recerd.
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ticular neer reflection upon his relations, and at worst
the infamy should stick enly on himeelf. . . . Lincoln's
Ion was the place pitched upon, and thither Mr. Crom-
well in o suitable garb to his fortunes wes sent, where
but for a little while he continued ; for the nature of the
place, and the studies there, were so far regretful beyond
all his tedious apprentiship to the more facile academick
gciences, that he had a kind of antipathy to his company
and converse there, anid so spent his time in an inward
spizht, which for that space superseded the encrmous
extravagancy of former vitiousness,— his vices having
a certain kind of intermission, suscession, or transmigri-
tion, like a compleat revolution of wickedness into one
another, so that few of his feats were practised here.
And it is some kind of good luck for that honeurable
society, that he hath left so small and so innocent a
memorial of his membership therein. . . . His next
traverse was back again into the country to his mother,
and there he fell to his old trade, and frequented his
old haunts, consumed his money in tipling, and then
run on score per force.  In his drink he usel to be so
quarrelsome as few (unless as mad as himself) durst
keep him company. His chief weapons in which he
delighted, and st which he fought several times with
tinkers, pedlars, and the like (who most an end go
armed therewith) was a quarter-staff ; in which be waa
#0 slilful, that seldom did any overmateh him. A boye-
terous discipline and rudiment of his martial skill and
valour, which with so much fierceness he manifested
afterwards in the ensuing war ! . . . These and the like
strange, wild, and dishonest actions, made him every
where a shame or a terrour, insomuch that the ale wivex
of Huntingron and other places, when they s him a
coming, would wee fo ery out to one another, © Here
comes young Cromwell, shut up your dores - ' for he
made it no punctilio to invite his roysters o & barrel
of drink, and give it them at the charge of his host,
and in satisfaction thereof cither beat him, or hreak his
windows, if he offired any shew, or gave any lock or
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sign of refusal or discontent. . . . His lustful wanton.
messes were no less predominant than the other unruly
appetites of his mind ; it being now his rude custom ta
seize upon all women he met in his way on the road,
and perforce ravish a kiss, or some lewder satisfaction
from them ; and if any resistance were made by their
company, then to vindicate and allay this violence and
heat of his blood, with the letting out of theirs, whose
defence of their friend’s honour and chastity innocently
ingaged them. And the same riots was he guilty of
against any who would not give him the way ; so that
he was a rebel in manners, long before he was o Belial
in policy. . .. I am loath to be too large in such parti-
culars, which may render me suspect of belying him,
out of prejudice or revenge ; but I have hesrd it con-
firmed g0 often from knowing persons, and the stories
made use of by his party who did thereby magnify his
conversion making him thus dear and precious unto
Guod, that T was obliged to mention them."

These coarse details are given here in the persunsion,
that they may represent, making allowance for the
natural exaggeration of the writer, the wild course and
current of Cromwell's irregular youth — a youth how
common in that age, how common in every age, but
how seldom followed by those wonderful fortunes which
have burnt into these records of this life things that are
held of no account in the lesser fortunes of meaner men,
yetare in truth less pardonable in them than here, where
they must be taken to express some portion of that amaz-
ing energy of temperament which is afterwards destined
to force out for itself a nobler outlet on a grander theatre
of sction. Nor will the reflecting reader hold, that even
guch experiences, so wild and so unworthy, were alto-
gether without their use in the after-chances of n career
like Cromwell's, wherein power was to be achieved by
practising upon the weakness, no less than by guiding
the strength, of all classes of the humanity around
him. It is said of him by a professed panegyrist, who
sought to explasin, and not unsuccessfully, the sort of
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Tife he led at this time ‘in London, that * he came to
Lincoln’s Inn, where he associuted himself with those of
the best rank and quality, and the most ingenious
persans ; for though he were of a nature ot adverse to
study and coutemplation, yet he seemed rather adidicted
o conversation, and the reading of men and their several
tempers, than to a continual poring upon authors.” *
Men of a large soul have no need of all those studies
that are necessary to the education of other men.
Nature offers herself to be studied by them, without the
spectacles of books to read her by. They have only to
look inward, as Dryden finely says, and they will observe
her, in all her strength and all her weakness, there.
There is only one incident in these early and irre-
gular practises which, if true, Jeaves a serious stain on
that portion of the life of Cromwell. Sir William
Dugdale originated it in his * Short View of the Lata
Troublest,” where we find this remark : — By his exor-
bitances, at last he so wasted his patrimony, that, having
attempted his uncle Steward { for a supply of his wants,
and finding that, on a smooth way of application to him
he could not prevail, he endeavoured by clour of law
to lay hold of his estate, representing him as a person

# % Pariraiture of his Royal Highness Ofiver,”™ by C B,
a book on the whale not s deficient n trustworthiness ::I:E:Jthe
time— Mr. Daubeny's for imstance—aor M. Gregorio Leti's ‘The last,
pubiished in French, st Amstendim, fifty yanrs after Cromweil’s death,
obinined eonsderabie cirenlation in England, A copy Is anl; prdsssion,
and a short specimen of bt may possibly mnise the resder. wer jnstance,
M. Gregurio Leti makes Cromeell a ;udinr of learping at the uoiver-
#ity, exceedingly sdnired by the hishops, 3 great Favourite with king
James. He then sesula it avér o Franoe upon his travels, gees H-l‘;?llh-
ticular sorount of his gnilzntries, introdoces bim (o an audiinee the
French king, anuid an it with cusdinsd Hichelien.  Upon his retirn
b nssrres us, that Cromwell was highly in the goud graces of D, Wil
Nivms, Bshop of Lincoln, to whom he says he was nearly refatel § and,
what & still more extraonfinary thae all this, My Leti 1 it the
#ocret, that the bishop had an Emear with Cromwell's wife; omid in the
BRI hoigs style, abd with equally soruplous stieton to-truth, ke

:I; the whole wark, assuring s, that he woto it dm:ﬁ
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to s, that he names the sard of Avgleses, the sl ol A

el pthar p al .
mnnmwﬂh uumu.u.t" mh:::;q-mm
mﬂmﬁhliuh:lilmz e L

t P E 1 Sce Appendix (A}




30 BRITISH STATESMEX.

not able to governit. But therein he Failed” The dili-
gent researches of Mr. Noble, it must be admitted, seem
to confirm this eerious charge, while they mre more
explicit in detailing the grounds of it. From them it
would seem that, soon after his return to Huntingdon
from London, he * endeavoured to reinstate his fortune
by annexing the estate of his maternal unele, sir Thomas
Steward, to his own, even In the lifetime of sir Thomas.
1t was not unlikely thut he had asked of that gentleman
a liberal supply, and * finding that by a smooth way of
application to him he eould not prevail, he endeavoured
to lay hold of his estate, representing him as a person
not able to govern it ;' which he did by petitioning his
majesty to grant him & commission of luna ; buot the
king dismissed the petition as ill-founded” With a
strong reluctance to entertain this story, | am nevertheless
bound to subjoin what strikes me to be further evidence
in support of it — evidence which some may even take
to be incontrovertible. Hacket, in his life of archbishop
Williams (Serinia Reserata), gives it as sn eminent
proof of that wily bishop's penetration that, at the very
outset of Cromwell's career, he thoroughly detected his
character. In a council held in 1645, Hacket TEpre=
sents Willinms thus speaking of Cromwell to the king: —
1 knew him at Buckden, but nmever knew his re
ligion, being a common spokesman for sectaries, and
maintaining their part with stubbornness. Ile never
discoursed as if he were plessed with your muajesty and
your officers, and indeed he loves none that are more
than his equals. Your majesty did him but Juatice in
refusing his petition against sir Thomas Stewvard of the
dule of Ely ;: but he takes them all for hig enemies that
would not let him undo his best friend, and, sbove all
that live, 1 think him the most mindful of an injury.
He talks openly that it is fit some should act more
vigorously against your forces, and bring your person
into the power of the parlement. He hates the ear] of
Essex, because he says he is but half an Cnemy to your
majesty, and has dome you more favor than harm,
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His fortunes are broken, that it is impossible for him o
subsist (much less satisfy his ambition) bug by your
majesty's bounty, or by the ruin of us all in one com-
mon confusion. In short, every beast has some evil
properties, but Cromwell has the properties of all evil
beasts."’

One consideration remains, involving a different and
less injurions view of the charge itzelf. It is imdis-
putable that this sir Thomas Steward at his death,
which occurred not many years afterwards, left the
whole of his fortune w his nephew —to the young
man at whose hands he had suffered so recently such a
eruel and insulting wrong. Is it possible to imagine
that intercession on the part of relatives, which is al-
leged to have brought this result shout, would have suf-
ficed in any way to that end, if the old man had not
now, in reality, proved somewhat wavering in his wits.
Giving Oliver Cromwell the advantage (to which he is
fairly entitled) of the doubt so started, it is surely not
difficalt to imagine thet, when he petitioned the king to
the effect stated by Dugdale and Noble, and apparently
corroborated by archbishop Williams himsell, he may
really have believed his kinsman to be labouring under
the malady alleged.

The time now arrived, however, when the wild days
were to close, and with them the imputations they gave
birth to — when higher purposes and objects were to
wake out of their early sleep in Cromwell's heart, and
thenceforth sleep no more — when his fellow townsmen
were to ask with wonder among each other how such a
reformation eould have risen, —

 Snew his adilbesion was io courses vaii

His compankes unlefterst, mde, anid shallow ;
His omrs ' ug with rinte, banguets, spons ;
Anil never noted in him any study,

Any retirement, atiy sequestration,

From opesi haunts.™

—and possibly some one, more intelligent and aceom-
plished than the rest, was to answer in that counter-
quotation from the prince of pocts and philosophers,
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whose death should just then have plunged the world in
mourning, if the world had known his value, —

At e D s Tk i ™

Neighbour'il by (rilt of baser guality :

And $0 this man abscurl his contemplathon

Under the veil of wilines | which, no ibooht,

Grew like the summer grass, fretvst Uy nighs,

Unseen, yed crescive in i feuly,™
Whereat might the questioner have rejoined, with the
strongest confidence that he had indeed attained in this
the seeret of Cromwell's mental progress,—

" 1t muiat be say for miracles are coas'd"

On the 224 of August, 1620, four months after the
completion of his twenty-first year, Cromwell marvied
Elizabeth Bourchier, danghter of sir James Bourchier,
of Felsted in Essex, a kinswoman of the Hampdens, a
woman of high spirit, of an ancient and honourable fa-
mily, and whose irreproachable life, and unobtrusive
manners, should indeed have protected her from the
insults and obloquies of the time, if any thing could
have been held sacred from them. The marriage took
place at 3t Giles's Church, Cripplegate, London : and,
three days afterwards, we discover from a deed till in
exietenice, Cromwell (described in the document as
Oliver Cromwell, alizs Willinms, of Huntingdon, esq.)
entered into o defeasance of statute stuple to Thomas
Morley, citizen and leather-seller, of London, in 40007,
conditioned] that he should, before the 20th of November
following, convey and assure unto Elizabeth his wife,
* for the term of her life, for her jointure, all that par-
sonage house of Hartford, with all the glebe lands anid
tythes,” in the county of Huntingdon,® Tt is interest-
ing to find, that some years afterwards, when Cromwell's
wants appeared to require it, this amishle and excellent
woman surrendered this jointore, which, with the fortune
ghe had brought her husband, is reported to have gone in
satisfaction of the debts contracted by early extravagance,

Nor, through all the wonderful changes she was

* Soe Notile's * Memalrs of the Protectoral Houss,™
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doomed to experience, did she ever lose the simplicity
and modesty of her youth. She is said to have borne
what few women can patiently bear, with only such com-
plaints s the most sweet and generous Bature wottld
give utterance to—and in this was more influenced by
love than restrained by awe.® Her hushand’s elevation
she rather endured than rejoiced in ; for even the stern
Ludlow, when telling us that “he (the protector) re-
moved from the Cockpit, which house the parliament
hud sssigned to him, to take possession of Whitehall,
which he sssigned to himself," adds, that © his wife
seemed at first unwilling to remove thither, though
afterwards she became better satisfied with ber
grandeur,”t This * satisfaction” will, perhaps, be more

® 1 huve aireasdy veatured o iy all that, perbaps, need be said in & gues.
tion of this ki in my Life of Hrnﬁhm- EH1—g84., to which the
reader s referred | but ooe of the notes in ey ook benrs oo close s
rederenoe to this anbject bo e nmitted here ; and the writer wag o o=
widl ma well a3 imtlustrious pot to have s Hght to ciakm fbe attention to what
he supposes himself to have had reason to belleve in & exe of 1his Kind,
* The pratectar Over,” ha sar, *“ though a grest devotee, is knawn ta have
indulged himself, after e srrved ot power, with the cormpny of ledies,
sl that not In thie most innocont marder. Lady Dysert, sflerwanis
aughsss of Landerdale, pod M. Lamberd, liave been frequently given an
Bin mustresies, They were Ladiis of very different accomplishments § the
former was beautifol, witty, learmed, and full of Gntrigoe; M. Lo
MWRE Tiersell only In praying sl singing ymis 13 was & CULTE jest,
that ector's |nstrumest (of gevernment) waa found ynier my
Lambert's petticoat. His scquaintance with e gay Indy Dvsert Eme
alfence to the godly, that he wos oldiged to decling bis visits to Ber 3
anad bt waa thought !hu:. general Tollemache owed lils birth to Oliver ; bat
thorg could. na hure are tn hebding beavenly meditstion with M
Lambgrt. Heath, in his * Fiagelliom,” says, Mrs. Lambert was 8 womas
of hirth and good pinris, snd of plensieg atresctions, both for mimd il
. There b a history printed of & pretended matuaral son af the pire—
tector's, bt it is toe marvelioustn be true. Probubly, bowever, Oliver had

in the register of Strensham, in Worcestershine {the lrth of the
simaros Butler), s, * Query, was nof he a bastard of Cliver Crom=
wiill? * and T am e mere tecinel to think this true, beeawse in the pet.
m:f‘ of & letter Fienm 