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THE

GOOD OLD DAYS

OF

HONORABLE JOHN COMPANY.

VoL II.
CHAPTER L
el

LOTTERIES.

At the popular festivals of the German and the Swiss, in
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, a lottery invariably formed
one of the chief attractions. A Swiss antiquarian tells us that
the people always found their way to the so-called * Gluckstopi'
(Pot of Good Luck) or “ Gluckshafen" (Haven of Happiness),
which was sct up in a central spot, and was sure to draw an.
eager crowd around it.  He thinks that in this modest *“Lucky
Pot” we may discern the parent of the modem lottery. We
read of one in Basel in 1471, and in Zurich in 1472, after which
it was repeated each year at the famous Zurich shooting festival,
It was known in Zurich as the “ Breitopf " (Baby’s Pap Potj).
More than a century later, in 1576, the Zurichers carried their
own “'Breitopl" to Strasburg, and issued some thousands of
lots. The drawing is said to have lasted for fourteen days.
In 1467 we find a * Gluckstopf" in Munich, and another in
1470 ab Augsburg. The legal institution of the " Gluckshafea"
became so mischievous in its effects that it was abolished by
law in the year 1585, ! The people from all parts,” observes
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Woaurstisen, in his chronicle for that year, “gave themselves
up with too much devotion to this game, and it was therefore
prohibited for all future time." It appears that the first hint of
these primitive German lotteries was given by the Italian
merchants, who used to set up lotteries of their wares at the
annual fairs and markets in central and northern Europe.

Down to the first years of the fourth George or there-
abouts, the views entertained of gambling by the generality
of Englishmen were materially different from those entertained
at present. The vice was hardly recognised as a vice, but was
rather declaimed against as an imprudence. The Government
of the day virtually patronised gambling in the form of the
state lotteries, which for nearly a couple of centuries were
made to yield a considerable revenue to the crown. The
lotteries consisted of all sarts of schemes, the disposal of art
collections, diamonds, jewellery, land, houses, life assurances,
annuities, &c., &c., most of the schemes, however, set forth lists
of money prizes, varying from twenty pounds to 40,600. We
give below a copy of one of the tickets :—

“ LotTery for 1791. No. 13 m 584.

THe BEARER of this TiCKET will be entitled to such
beneficial chamce as shall belong thereto in the LOTTERY to be
drawn by virtue and in pursuance ‘of an acf passed in the
thirty-first year of His present Majesty's Reign.

T. Thompson."

In the papers before us we see several notices of the lottery
mania in England and on the continent, and India was by no
means free from the excitement.

The Calcutta Lottery appears to have been commenced in
1784. We learn that ' the demand for tickets is astonishingly
great,” and that the “wheels are making by Nicholls and
Howat, upon the same construction as those used for the state
lotteries in England."
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The plan for building an “Exchange” in Calcutta was
started in September 1789, and a ' lottery” proposed. Strange
thiat for almost every laudable, charitable, scientific or educa-
tional project; lotteries were considered the sfwe gua non in
those days. The papers are full of schemes of this sott, and
it is surprising how almost every one, in all ranks of society,
invested in these gambling affairs. Even the chaplains did not
think speculating in them as anything wrong.

On the 31st May, 1702, 2 meeting was held at Le Gallais
Tavern, when it was determined to raise subscriptions for the
erection of a * public building for the general accommodation
of the settlement.” This we suppose Was the future Town
Hall of Caleutta. At the same time a Masonic lottery is
advertised, the profits fromr which were to be devated to the
erection of a building for the use of lodges of *Free Masons,
Bucks or other societies, assemblies, balls, concerts, or as a
public exchange” The lottery consisted of Sooo tickets at 100
rupees each. It would appear that the two schemes must have
amalgamated, for we read in a subsequent notice that ‘' the
building should be constructed in the manner best adapted to
the climate; and contain a spacious ball room, concert room,
dining rooms, card rooms, dressing rooms, and other convenient
and necessary apartments, keeping in view the accommodation
of the Masonic Lottery.” Subscriptions on the 28th June,
amounted to Rs, 12,000, and shortly after to Rs. 21,724 At
the same time there was-a lottery got up for the benefit of the
funds of the proposed Town Hall; it numbered soo0 tickets at
6o sicea rupees each, of which 1333 were prizes, amounting to
three lakhs of rupees, and 3669 blanks.

W The Calcutta Town Hall Lottery for 1805" is advertised
# under the sanction and patronage of His Excelleacy the Most
Hon'ble the Governor-General in Council.” The lottery was
for five lakhs of sicca rupees. There were one thousand prizes
and four thousand blanks. In the scheme we are informed that
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“as the profits arising from the present lottery will be in-
adequate to the purpose of completing the public edifice
proposed to be constructed, a lottery will be offered annually to
the public, under the same sanction and superintendence, until
the requisite funds shall have been provided.”

The third Calcutta Town Hall Lottery for 1807 is advertised
to be drawn on the 26th January before “ George Dowdeswell,
Esq., Commissioner of the Day"

The fourth Calcutta Town Hall Lottery for 1807 is
advertised. The ammount to be drawn was seven lokhs and
[fifty thousand sicca rupees; and the whole affair was * under the
sanction and patronage of the Honorable the Governor-General
in Council.” Of the wheole amount, Rs. 6,60,000 were to go for
prizes, and 15,000 to the charges of the lottery ; leaving a nice
hittle balance of Rs. 75,000 to the fund for the construction of
the Town Hall of Calcutta,

The first “Lottery for the Improvement of the City of
Calcutta, established by the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council, and conducted by the Superintendent, under
the immediate directions of Commissioners appointed by
Government, “ is advertised in the Calcutta Gazette on the 2nd
February 1809. The prizes were very considerable, the highest
being one lakh of rupees, anather 50,000, and so on; the total
sum allowed for prizes being three laklhs, and 2,32,800 for blanks,
the surplus after the payment of all expenses being devoted to
the repair of roads, the formation of public squares, the
conservancy of the town, the erection of publie buildings, &c.
But this lottery became subject to frauds, and the loss of
tickets' which gave great dissatisfaction. The largest prizes
were invariably kept out of the wheel till the last day's drawing,
in order to induce the public 1o purchase tickets. In a paper of
the tgth December we see advertised that the following capital
prizes were still in the wheel =—one of 100,000 Rs; one of
50,000; two of 20,000; two of 10,000; one of 50003 and seven
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of 1,000; and this after several drawings bad taken place,
Besides which there was more than one instance when the two
largest prizes were said to have fallen to unsold tickets.

A lottery scheme is put forth in the papers for the purpose
of obtaining funds to defray the cost of “a public building for
the general convenience of the settlement” This scheme wis
orginated by the D. P. G. M. of the Provincial Grand Lodge;
and soon found favor with the public. The lottery consisted of
8,000 tickets at 100 rupees each, and it was easily filled up, and
formed the nucleus funds of sufficient for the new building. -

A significant sign of the times was the number of advertise-
ments of lotteries other than those by Government or for-the
improvement of Calcutta. Of these we notice a singular one by
that great Indian delincator of native figures, Mr. T. Daniell,
who informs the public that he had just made a tour of the most
celebrated cities and places in Upper India, and that he had &
large stock of subjects which he would exhibit publicly. In the
meantime he throws out a lottery scheme for the speedy sale of
his pictures. The scheme was 150 thances at 250 rupees a
chance. Each ticket to draw a prize, the highest prize being a
 picture valued at 1,200 rupees and the lowest at 250 rupees.

The following rather novel idea is propounded in an adver-
liscment; in 1794, headed—* To the benevolent, charitable and
generous! A gentleman of the name of M'Kenly proposes a
lottery on a grand scale, and commences with the following
logical reasoning :=—* It is & sentiment formded on reason, and
generally entertuined, that lotteries should not be set on. foot,
bt for some public purpose, or for the relief of people in distress;
“and laboring under the consequences of their ill fortune.” This
‘introduces a-scheme for the sale of 10,000 tickets at two gold-

“mohurs each, which would yield a total of 3,230,000 Sicca rupees,
of which there would be 3,361 prizes of the value of Rs. 3,20,000.
Ten per cent. of the whole amount of the prizes was to be
deducted, which after paying the expenses of the lottery, was to.

A
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go to the relief of the distressed family. As the ten per cent.
would form a very pretty fortune for any one, we think we may
put it down that the projector was himself the distressed pater
familias, or why could he not have stated the names of those
needing public aid 7

A “Philanthropical Lottery” is advertised on the 3rd
December; 1795, and an appeal addressed to “The bene-
volent, charitable and generous public.”” The lottery is for
"the benefit of a2 family now laboring under wvery great
difficulty and distress, and threatened to be plunged in the
greatest misery.”” The scheme contemplated the sale of
3,000 tickets at 50 sicca rupees each, giving a total of one and
half likh of rupees. Ten per cent of this was to be deducted
from the prizes, which after paying the expenses of the lottery
was for the relief of the distressed family. 1f the lottery filled
the family must have become considerably better off than many
athers who never appealed to the " generous public”

“The proprietor of the Exchange and Public Rooms informs
the public (on the 28th March, 1799,) that he is under the
necessity of relinquishing every future prospect of advantage
which he might derive from these rooms, by the pressure of debts
contracted in the bullding. To satisly a number of claimants
who are not in circumstances to afford delay, he 15 advised to
offer the following scheme of a lottery.” The value of the
Exchange and Public Rooms is set down at 90,400 sicca ripees,
which was to form the prize for the 18oth ticket drawn ; besides
which there were 384 money prizes, of the total value of 60,600
rupees.  Prize of tickets 1oo rupees each. Mr. Macdonald was
the fortunate owner of the ticket No. 933, which drew the great
prize in the Exchange Lottery, whercby he became proprietor
af the Exchange Kooms.

[Advt.] “ Captain Hearsey presents his compliments to his

friends in India, and proposes to dispose of his villa and furniture

m England, by lottery in Calcutta. To consist of 4ot tickets;,



HONORARLE TOHN COMPANY. T

at one hundred Calcutta sicea rupees per ticket.” This ic the
preface to an advertisement, dated 1st August, 178g. The
advertiser must have been dazzled at the numerous announce-
ments in the Caleutta papers of such schemes, and at the easy
way in which these schemes were invariably filled.

An elegant diamond, weighing ninety ruttees and valued at
Sa. Re. eighty thousand, is advertised as a lottery scheme,
having 800 chances at one hundred rupees each.

A lottery is proposed, (1792,) having 420 tickets at 48 sicca
rupees each, " for a most beautiful single stone diamond ring of
a prodigious size, weighing at least twenty ruttees, and
intrinsically worth Rs. 20,160."

“SCHEME OF A LOTTERV.—Mr. Robert Chapman being
desirous of parting with his indigo works situated to the nosth
of the river Hooghly, opposite Calcutta, proposes doing it," by
means of a grand lottery consisting of so0 tickets, at Sa. Rs. 200
each.—Tatal one lakh,

There was another lottery scheme advertised at the same
time : '* ESTATES IN ENcLAND"—Tickets 1035, at Sa. Rupees
200 each. Three prizes, each a freehold estate, which were
situated in Herts and valued respectively, Rs. 1,552709, Rs
30,572, and Rs. 21,556 . ¢

Tulloh and Co. advertise having received some tickets
# Bowyer's Popular and Interesting History of England Lottery
sanctioned by the British Parliament,” which they “are
authorized to dispose of at two gold mohurs each ; the purchaser
of every ticket will be entitled to a beautiful portrait of Lord
Nelson or of Admiral Collingwood.” We are further informed
that the scheme of this lottery  has been sanctioned by parlia-
ment for the disposal of the most splendidly embellished books
in Europe as well as a gallery of the choicest productions of
British art.” *“ The articles which compose it have cost the
proprietors upwards of 130,000 pounds; and consist of publi-
cations that have been cagerly sought after to enrich the
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cabinets of most of the sovereigns in Europe as well as the
libraries of the most distinguished amateors in this and other
countries : and that after this lottery is drawn, these beautiful
works ean pever be oblained upon any terms whatever.”

[Advt.] "To be mffled for at Messrs. Steuvart, coach-
mikers—A new elegant, and fashionable Europe coach, with a
sel of plated harness for four horses, with postilion saddles, and
long spare traces. The coach and harness cost 6,000 rupees.
Thirty subscribers at rupees 200 each. Gentlemen wishing to
be subscribers will please to intimate the same fo Messrs.
Stevart." a

On the 21st September, 1822, the twenty-cighth Caleutta
Lottery was put up to public sale at the Town Hall, and
purchased by Messrs. Blaney and Co. for Rs.6,11,400.

The first intimation we have of lotteries being looked on
with disfavor by the Government of India, is in the following
order from the Public Department, dated zoth May, 18o0:—
i Notice is hereby given that the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council has been pleased to prohildt the establish-
ment of any lotteries, the prizes in which are to be made
payable in money, without the express permission of His Lord-
ship in Council.”

Orders were received from England in the latter part of
1830 by the Supreme Government, to abolish the w
committes in Calcutta. Fo s
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. Sl

CHARITIES.

I is astonishing how many proposals are advertised in
the prints for charitable purposes. Lotteries, works Tof art,
books, &c., &c. Whether the proceeds of such schemes were
applied to the objects for which obtained 1s questionable, as we
chserve only one o two so noticed in the editorials of the daily
press. The Calcutta Lottery, as we have before noticed, had
for its particular object, the construction of roads and the
improvement of the sanitary state of the city. The ** Bengal
Lottery for 1793" offered the proceeds from the sale of its
tickets, to the proposed object, the hospital, then in contem-
plation, for the relief of natives: but the committee of that
institution declined receiving the sum raised, and it was accord-
ingly devoted to the fund for the relief of insolvent debtors;
an apparently rich fund at all times, for the managers of it were
enabled, by the liberality of the public, to give “ Europeans of
every description imprisoned for debt, an allowance of Rs.10 &
month, 1o the Portuguese 7, and to the natives 2 rupees each.”

Recent accounts from England of an apprehended scarcity
of grain, and the consequent distress in which the poor of our
pative ‘country would be involved, stirred up the charitable and
liberal-minded to the necessity and desirability of raising funds
fot the relief of the sufferers; and a meeting was held at the
Exchange on the 16th December, 1705, when a committee was
appointed to carry out the object of the fund.

A “Charitable Fund" was established on the a26th June,
1800, for the relief of distressed Europeans and others, out of
the collections made on the three festivals of Christmas, Easter
and Whitsuntide. The Governor-Gemeral became patron of
this fund. The objects of the institution are thus stated jm=

2
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“To administer relief to those of our own countrymen who
may be suffering from poverty in this foreign land. The public
are aware of the number of persons of this description in this
settlement. Some are thrown into jail for small debts, and
others, who were formerly in good circumstances, are ashamed to
make their distress known and are in danger of perishing for
want. And there are many who are able to support themselves,
but being destitute of friends, they languish in obscurity without
employment ; at the same time that this institution will give
effectual ralicf to real distress, it will tend to put a stop to those
numerous subscriptions and applications for charity which are
constantly circulated through the settlement, and which are
often impositions on the humanity of the public. It will be the
business of the managers to search out the objects of distress
and to enquire carefully into the cases of those who apply for
velief, so that the subscribers will have the satisfaction of
knowing that their benefactions are well applied.” This fund
still exists under the name of the  District Charitable Society.”

We may judge of the liberal spirit that pervaded the Calcutta
community, when called upon to contribute to the alleviation of
distress, particularly the relief of Eurcpeans, from the amounts
received at the collections at church. On Christmas day 1802,
Rs. 2,575 were collected at the new church®: and on Faster Day
1803, Rs. 2,050 ; besides sacramental collections during the year
1803, at the same church, amounting to Rs. 2,592—and these
coflections were made for a single object, the above mentioned
“Charitable Fund for the relief of distressed Europeans and
others." The fund was further enriched by a bequest of Rs. 15000
from the estate of Captain Dodsworth: and Rs. 3278 on account
of the late General Martine’s legacy to the poor of Calcutta.

What would be thought now of introducing a subscription

paper among the members of a hunting party? Yet such was

done in 1810. “ At a meeting of the Bobbery Hunt on Sunday
TR Te—
* St John's,
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last (October a1st) the subscription for the orphan children of
that most respected and lamented officer, the late Major Samuel
Carter, was introduced; when, with a liberality which reflects
the highest honor on the members of that society, and which is
indeed above all praise, upwards of ten thousand rupees were
contributed.”

A meeting was held in Calcutta on the 215t November 1793
under the patronage of Sir John Shore, Sir R. Abercromby
and others, for raising a fund for the benefit of *the soldiers
and seamen belonging to the Bengal Squadron, fitted out for the
protection of the trade of British settlements in India, who may
be disabled by the service; and also for the relief of the widows
and children of such seamen and soldiers who may die or be
killed during the service.” The subscription paper was headed
by Sir John Shore, with a donation of 2000 sicca rupees, followed
by that of Sir R. Abercromby for 1500 sicca rupees; Peter
Speke, Esq. Rs. 1000; W. Cowper, Esq. Rs, 1000, and then others
of Rs. 500 and less; the total subscribed amounting to no less
than Sa. Rs. 23,310, within a week of the meeting being held.
Those were the days when liberality was displayed among all
classes of the European community, particularly when funds
were needed on behalf of their suffering fellow countrymen.

Shortly after Major Eyre’s arrival at Gwalior in 1843, his
~ sympathies were enlisted on behalf of the Portuguese native

Christians, of whom numbers had been thrown out of employ
by the disbandment of the Mahratta force, wherein they had
served as non-commissioned officers, buglers and drummers, but
who had been suddenly reduced, with their families, to destitu-
tion. Major Eyre made a strong appeal to the public on their
behalf, which met with an immediate response. A sum exceed-
ing £600 was received from various parts of India, and, with
this amount in hand, Major Eyre conceived and carried out the
bold project of establishing a small Christian colony in the valley
¢f Dehra Doon at the base of the Himmalayan range. Lands
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were purchased and forty families, numbering 120 souls, left
Gwalior for the land of promise, under the guidance of Father
Felix, a worthy Italian monk of the Franciscan order, who
volunteered his services.  Contrary fo general expectation, those
poor men, on arriving at their destination, sct to work with a
good will at the novel task of building and ploughing. They
found all the necessary materials ready prepared. To eaeh
family forty beegas (about fourteen acres) of land were assigned,
hesides a plough and yoke, a pair of bullocks, a cow, two pigs,
one sheep and a small stock of fowls. In a wonderfully short
of space time a neat little village sprang up, with its church
and schoolroom ; and Father Felix proved himself just the man
to gain all bearts, and to stimulate his flock to exertion. The
village was called ** The Abode of Christians.” Forabout three
years the little colony struggled on.  Unfortunately the climate
proved less salubrious than was expected. A malarious fever
prostrated the strength of the colonists, and a murrain des-
troyed a large portion of their live stock. Eventually, owing to
a continuance of the above causes, the colonists gradually found
it more advantageous to transfer themselves to the hills; but
the scene of their early labors became in process of time a
flourishing tea plantation in other hands. The great object had
however been meanwhile gained of permanently rescuing the
Christian families from destitution, and the example set of
the practicability of forming such colonies led, ere long, to the
establishment of another in a more salubrious locality, wiuch
it 15 believed sti)l flourishes.

T e ———



CHAPTER IIL

RIVER NAVIGATION.

BUDGEROWS are now extinct.  Steamers nearly drove them

off the river, and the railroad has extinguished them. But in
days previous to steam navigation they were the principal
conveyance for officers, and others proceeding to the north-
western provinces. The budgerow was a heavy boat, of the
usual spoon shape below and at the stern but al the stem, or
head it was shaped like an English boat, and not infrequently
there was a figure head, a hideous attempt at an European, with
a black hat, a bright blue coat, and a yellow waistcoat, There
were two good sized cabins in it—one to sit in and one for
sleeping ; a closet behind, and a verandah in front. The cabins
were nicely planked, and the sides, from about two feet above
the deck up to the rool, were a series of venetian windows, that
could be lifted and hooked up at pleasure. The roof was flat
and formed a promenade in the evening, a place for liﬁ W
and servants to sleep at night, an awning being made for their
protection by throwing a sail over a spar. M was a lofty
mast and a topmast, for a couple of large !qwu sails. Except
when a strong favorable breeze was blowing, the budgerow was
usually tracked up by & rope about 8o or 100 yards long, at
which the crew labored in relays throughout the day, anchering
always at night.
; In the Proceedings” of the Government, of the asth
ﬁminmher 1760, we find a bill of expenses incurred in the
Governor's travelling to Moorshedabad, as follows; the vnyagt
occupying one month and six days:— |
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3 budgerows at 3 Rs. a day s R8s, 216 0 O
20 hoollucks, 6 oars at 28 Rs. per

manth iR BT 0 O
22 do. 8 do. at 36 do. ... ,, 8ogo o o
12 do. 10 do. at o0do. ;... 4 570 o 0O
2 do. 4 dolat 3y do. . 5 ®¥7 O ©
2,411 ©

Presents given to Nawab's people
that waited with fruits, &c. we pn B34 0 0O
To his other servants - nL28g O O

—_—r1,g23 o

Nuzzur to the Nawab 4o gold

mohurs and Go sicca rupees ... Rs, 674 8 o
To Moorshedabad Vakeel one suit

of clothes w 357 © ©
Servants' Batty, being 169 men,

chobdars, peons, musalchees,

soutaburdars, burkundaz mun-

ceys, sircars and bearers it iR 724 4 ©
Bearers’ hire from Cossimbazar, paid

Mr. Sykes im0 33 BN
30 Musalchees' hire A, iZo o0 O
Table expenses for provisions, and

wines, going and coming en w00 BT
g pieces of scarlet cloth for musket

cases and bearers' clothes e 240 120
Dammer, cil, messals, &c. PR L L

5057 o

Arcot Rupees 10,922 8

The rates for travelling by the river route to places noted
below, and the time occupied in transit will be seen in the
following table poblished in March 178t. The expense
attendant on such passages may be calculated by the number of
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days occupied at the rate per day charged for each description
of boat:—

Rs. a

For a budgerow of 8 dandees, per day ol

1o ditto ditto B

12 ditto ditto o 3 8

14 ditto ditto .t ]

16 ditto ditto <6

18 ditio ditto w8

20 ditto ditto o Ty

22 ditto ditto e

24 ditto ditto v B O

For a woollock of 4 ditto per month 23 o

5 ditto ditto 25 0O

6 ditto ditto 28 o

Foraboat of 250 maunds e e 20 0

Joo ditte ( 7 dandees) 34 0

400 ditto ( 8 ditto ) ey S

500 ditte (10 ditto ) s 50 B

To go to Burrampore is oo 200 days.

Moorshedabad oo 3% urdeg
Rajmahal o 378 dos
Mongheer w48 do.
Patna Vi wa B0 do.
Benares e 75 -do
Cawnpore - go  do
Fyzabad .. 105 do
Maldah . 374 do.
Rungpore b= w524 do.
Dacea v 37% do.
Luckpore vaa v 45 do.
Chittagong s 00 _do,

Goalpara e 75 do
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Those were the good old days (1792) when country boats
were despatched to the “ upper stations,” filled with goods, for
sale at the different stations em-roule, as far as Cawnpore.
Messrs. Davidson and Maxwell used to despatch boats on the
st and 15th of every month. At alater time and within the
memory of the writer, Messrs. Holmes and Allan monopalised
the river transport trade. Parties desirous of sending goods by
+this route were requested to insure such in the seme boat office
by a small extra payment. Those who did insure were certain
of ‘the safe arrival of their ventures in three, four or six months
after date of despatch; those who did not insure, were equally
cettain that their goods would never reach their destination,
being disposed of by the chuprasee i charge of the boats at the
vitrious stations en-route, and only the empty packages delivered
to the consignees.  Of course such a system could not last, and
on the launch of the first “inland" steamer, the transmission of
goads by boat ceased.

There were two taverns at the settlement of Serampore,
ofie carried on by Mr, Parr and the other by Mr. Meyers. A
trip up the river in cumbrous budgerows and pinnaces on
pleasure excursions Wwasa  very Common custom at the time.
Large parties used to proceed as far as Bandel and other stations
on the river side, and remain absent from home for days: A
wayside inn, like those at Serampore, must therefore have been
4 treat for the voyagers; and that there should have been found
room for two in .one settlement, proves thatthmf%ﬂﬂﬂtn
Serampore must have been many, and that the town itsell was
worthy of notice by the dwellers of the City of Palaces. At
that time ships of 600 and Soo tons used to lie off the town.
fshera, a distance of only two or three miles from Serampore,
seems also to have been a place nfg-rﬂt" resort, and we ﬁnl!
Danish ships of 800 tons miaking it their custom to lie off the
landing place, till ready for sea, the captain transacting all his
duties from on board. It is singular that while the depth of

water off Calcutta has so greatly increased of late years, so as

-"'l-'-'.ﬂ'lm B

L e

[ I T e -
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to enable steamers of the P. and 0. Company and the heaviest
men-of-war to be moored abreast the Fort, the depth of the
tiver above the city has materially diminished, and now it would
be impossible for a vessel of any size to attempt to pass up to
Ishera or Serampore.

Steam was then (1793) unknown in India, and in fact it
was only beginning to be used in England in the navigation of
vessels on the water. We find the following notice of some
experiments then being carried on at home :—* Earl Stanhope’s
experiments for navigating vessels by the steam engine, without
masts or sails, have succeeded so much to his satisfaction on a
small scale, that a vessel of 200 tons burthen on this principle,
is building under his directions.”

Tours were made by the highest in the land in cumbersome
budgerows. On the 18th of August, 1801, the Governor-
General having held a Council at Barrackpore, in which he
nominated Peter Speke, Esq., to be Vice-President in Council
and Deputy Governor of Fort William, proceeded in his yacht,
attended by his suite, on his progress to the Upper provinces,
The next day he reached Chinsurah; on the 26th Dowdpore,
where the Nawab of Bengal, who had come from Moorshedabad
to meet His Excellency, paid a state visit to the Governor-
General. On the j31st Berhampore was reached. On the jrd
September the yacht anchared opposite ta the Palace of the
Nawab of Bengal at Moorshedabad, to whom and to the
Begums His Excellency paid a visit of ceremony. On the oth
Rajmahl was passed; Colgong was reached on the 14th and
Bhagulpore on the 16th; Monghyr on the 21st; Patna on the
Gth October; Dinapore on the 26th; Buxar on the sth
November; Ghazeepore 1oth; Benares on the 15th.  On the
grd Décember Mirzapore was reached, and Allahabad on the
t1th. We have given the dates to show the progress of these
Viceregal journeys. [t must not be supposed, however, that the
voyage occupied the whole of the time. His Excellency

3
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remained for a shorter or longer period at almost every station,
the honored guest of the chief civil authorities, holding levees
and receiving native chiefs, besides inspecting the troops, &c.,
«during his stay at such stations. ;

On the 315t March, 1807, was launched at Kidderpore the
first.of the vessels intended to be employed in the navigation of
the river. She was named the fokn Shore. But we have failed
to find any account of her performances, or whether she ever
attempted the passage to the upper provinces.

The boat built at Lucknow by Mr. W. Trickett, in 1819, for
‘the Nawab, was the first vessél in the upper provinces propelled
by-steam. It was furnished with-an excellent little single engine
of 8-horse power from the Butterley Works. This yacht was
existing in 1837, and during Lord Auckland's wisit to Lucknow,
the vessel was decked out in all its beauty for his Lordship's
inspection.

The next application of steam power was made by Major
Schalch to a dredging boat in 1822; its power was found
insufficient, and the Plulo was converted into a floating battery
in the Arracan expedition. She was afterwards sdld, and
dismantled, and her hull finally foundered in a gale, in May
1830.

The engine and frame of the Dians were carried out by
Mr. Roberts to China, on speculation, in 1822; thence trans-
ferred to Calcutta, where they were purchased by the agency
houses and fitted into a new vessél in 1823 She was first
employed as a passage boat; then sold to Government for the
Rangoon expedition, where she proved very useful. Alfter the
conclusion of the war she was used as a tug.

The Calcutta papers notice the introduction of steam
vessels on the Hooghly in 1823, * The steam vessel,” saysithe
Calentta Gasetle of the 14th August, * may now be daily seen
in active operation on the Hooghly; and groups of wonderiog
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natives, attracted by the novelty of the exhibition, crowd. both
banks of the river to witness its surprizing Manaruvres. We
ynderstand that it conveyed a party of gentlemen on Sunday
last to Chinsurah, who all expressed themselves highly gratified
at the-veloeity of their progress, which was conjectured to be &
or 7 knots per hour against the stream, the case and safety
with which it was produced, and the excellence of cabin
acoommodation.” This vessel was the Diana, noticed above.

A report was submitted in 1827 to the Bengal Government
respecting the introduction of steam tugs in the river Hooghly.
It was proved that the number of days occupied by the Company’'s
ships of the two last seasons, 1825 and 1826, in getting out of
the river, and the time required to get them to sea, Was in some
cases as much as thirty days, and in none less than four, showing
an average loss to the Company in the two seasons, or rather
the amount that would have been saved had steam: tugs been
employed, of Sa. Rs. 22,450 [t was accordingly determined
to have steam pilot vessels of from i6o to. 8o-horse power.
Previous to this, however, the little steamer, the Gamges, had
been in Indian waters, and had excited the most lively curiosity
among the natives of Bombay. Her services in. the Burmese
sivers during the first war with Burmah had been invaluable.

The attention of the Indian community was, by this time,
fully alive to the advantages of steam navigation; and many
schemes were canvassed for shortening the voyage to and from
England, by establishing steam communication, either round the
Cape, or through the Mediterranean and the Red Sea. A

meeting, in London, in 1822, concurred with Mr. _]nHB‘E
in adopting the former route; but Captain Johnston, who was
sanguine in_preferring the latter, proceeded to Calcutta with a
proposal to this effect; after several public meetings, in 1823-4,
a large subscription fund was taised, for the encouragement of
any attempt by either route, made before the expiration of 1820
with “Hmitations, as bo-time, of 140 days for the double voyages.
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As a candidate for the prize thus held out, the Ewferprise
was the first vessel put in hand ; she was intended for the Cape
voyage, and was already in progress when Captain Johnston
reached England, and was entrusted with her command. She
was launched in February 1825, and arrived in the Hooghly in
December, after a wearisome voyage of 113 days, 63 under
steam and 40 under sail, entirely disappointing the exaggerated
expectations of the shareholders and the public. It was a
fortunate circumstance for the speeulators that the Burmese war
was then at its height, and that the Government, having proof
of the utility of steamers in the services of the Diaxa, were
willing to take the Enterprise off their hands at prime cost,
retaining also Captain Johnston in command. Alfter 10 or 12
years of good service this vessel was condemned, her engines
being put into a new hull built in Calcutta with the same name.

Mr. Taylor, who had seceded from the London Association
was meantime zealously pursuing the Suez scheme, and had
launched the first of a series of steam tugs, intended for the
Red Sea, in October 1825. The Emulous was the model of a
smooth-water tug, but was totally unfit to contend with 3 heavy
sea; and it was a work of no small danger to bring her round
the Cape, although dismantled of her paddles. She reached
Calcutta only in September 1826, a month after the Jwiiana, a
vessel of 521 tons, laden with coals, intended as her consert.
Nothing could be more unfortunate than the result of Mr.
Taylor's projects. The fuliana was sent home under heavy
mortgages for repairs, &c. The Emulous was forfeited through
involvements here and in England. She was too late for the
Calcutta Steam Funds, and the whole train of steamers intended
to be connected with her was necessarily abandoned. The
Emulous herseli was converted into a ship tug, and became the

property of a joint stock company.

The Falcon, formerly Lord Yarborough's yacht, had been
sent out on speculation, during the Burmese war. She arrived
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wnder canvasin March 1826, but not finding a purchaser, was
dismantled of her machinery, and counverted into an opium

barque.

The Telica met with no better success as a steam specula-
tion. She first tried Chili, where her supercargo, in a fit of
madness, fired a pistol into her magazine, and destroyed the
after part of the vessel, with himself and several passengers.
She was then consigned to Calcutta (April 1827) and exhibiting
great capabilities as a tug, was purchased by Government at
Rs. 61,000, and was translerred to Bombay. There she was
converted into a pleasure yacht for the Governor.

In 1826, the engineer of the Diana, Mr. Anderson, planned
and built, at Calcutta, two sister steamers, the Comef and the
Firefly, which plied with passengers between C hinsurah and
Calcutta daily, at cight rupees a head,

The Forbes was built as a private speculation. She was
launched at the new Howrah Dock on the 21st January 182g,
designed as a tug for the shipping of the port. By way of
expeffment she was sent to China, by her owners, Messrs.
Mackintosh and Co., in March 1830, towing the Jamesing
opium trader, and acquitted herseli well, as far as regards
velocity, making the passage in 38 days, while the Red Rever,
a fast sailer, was reckoned fortunate on arriving in 43days. On
the whole, however, the sea tug system would not seem to have
been conducive either to expedition or economy.

The Bengal Government had paid highly for their two
steamers, the Diawa and the Enterprize, but yet the benefits
derived from their acquisition, during the Burmese war, were
such as to induce a strong recommendation to- the Court of
Directors to send out engines fitted for two armed vessels. The
Court approving the measure, obtained a transfer of two pair of
4o-horse engines, then in store at Deptford, and shipped them
to India, in 1826, [In a scparate department, a refcrence home
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had also been sanctioned upon the suggestion of Mr. Scott, the

Commissioner in Assam, for two pair of- boat engines adnpt:d'!

to the navigation of the rapid rivers of that district: hostilities
had terminated ere any of the four arrived, but the plan was
prosecuted to completion and early in 1827 were launched four
Government steamers the Ganges and frrawaddy, and the
Hooghly and Burhampooter. The Ganges and Irrawaddy were
built upon an English model, as 1o gun brigs of war, by Messers..
Kyd and Co., upon a contract of Rs. 125000 each. The
Hooghly and Burkampooter were alsa built by contraet, the
latter by Messers. Kyd, the former at the Howrah Dock.

The English had held the country for more than half a
eentury before the subject of navigating its principal rivers by
means of steam boats was entertained by her rulers, If we
except @ partial trip by the Come?, in 1826, as high as Malda,

beyond which she was unable to steam the strength of the |

eurrent, the interesting experiment of aseending the great
Ganges was not attempted till 1828. The subject had been
mooted, but, motwithstanding the impulse given to it by the
new Governor-General, Lord Bentinck, it had been set *down
as altogether visionary and likely to lead to disappointment.

The attempt however was made; the little Hooghly, a
wooden vessel very ill adapted for the purpose, and drawing 3
feet 8 inches of water, was sent up. She started in the height
of freshes of September 1828; the upward voyage occupied 24
days, and the retarn 14, including two days’ detention at
Benares. The whole passage up and down, 1,613 miles, took
300 hours under steam, being an average rate of 44 miles
per hour.

On descending from Allahabad, the Hooghly grounded on
a sandbank, and was ouly saved from spending the whole of
the drylscason there (as was the fate of the Comet in the
Moorshedabad river, to previous year,) by the fortuitous effect
of anchoring her head and stern athwart the current, which
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forming an eddy round her by degrees cleared away so much of
the sand as to sheer off the vessel at right angles to the cables,
by which she was retained ; when once clear, the force of water
upon her broadside enabled her to drag her anchors until she
again ran into the sand, and this process continued all night
wintil she extricated herself,

Her second expedition in April and May 1829, the hottest
and driest months of the year, was attended with infinite fatigue,
from the necessity of seeking for channels through the
niumerous shoals of the dry seasen. She found an average
current of only one mile perhour, but this advantage was lost
to her on account of her heavy draught. She got to Benares
with difficulty in 21 days, and could net reach Mirzapore for
want of water.

The following is a sketch of the experimental trip made by
the Hooghly steamer to Allahabad :—

& She left Coolie Bazar soon after da}llght on the 18th July,
1828, stowed with coals on deck and below, to the extent of
#bout 40 tons, at a draught of water exceeding any at which she
tad been previously tried under steam. On the 1:th at' noon
passed Berhampore, and on 12th, eatered the great river, and
anchored at sunset at about 8 miles from the Sooty mouth of
the Bhagiretty. Here, we understand, considerable difficulty
was experienced in steering the vessel, owing to the eddies
and whirlpools, which at this season are so frequent. The
inconvenience was afterwards overcome by using a rudder
made on board after the plan of the native boats. Her first
sapply of coal was taken in at Rajmahl which reached on the
13th in the evening, leaving it again on the r4th at daylight
and arriving on the 20th Patna, where she remained one day,
and having received a fresh supply of coals, proceeded on and
arrived a little after noon of the 27th at Benares. Here it was
suggested that many of the higher class of natives would be
highly gratified by secing the vessel manceuyre, and she was
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accordingly steamed up to the western extremity of the city,
returned and anchored; the tops of the bouses, the minarets,
the ghauts, and the whole banks of the river were lined with
natives eagerly gazing at the novel spectacle. Many natives
of distinction visited the Hooghly, and were highly pleased and
astonished with the explanations they received as to the power
which enabled her, unaided by sails or oars, to make her way
against wind and tide, and rapt in wonder at the extraordinary
effects it could produce. The Hooghly left Benareson the 28th,
and arrived at Allahabad on the 1st instant, a few hours after
daylight. She remained there until the 3rd.

“This day being fixed for her departure, several gentlemen
repaired on board at daylight to witness a display of her powers.
The vessel was got under way and steamed a couple of miles
up the Jumna. On her return off the Fort, where she had no
wait for her pilot, a message was received from Doorjun Sal
expressing his desire to visit the vessel. Having obtained the
requisite permission, he came on beard accordingly, attended
by a guard and accompanied by his son, a smart intelligent lad ;
they examined the vessel very minutely, asking a great many
questions and appearing very much delighted with what they
saw and heard.

“On the 3rd at noon, the Haoghly left Allahabad under
moderate power on her return; but within sight of the Fort
unfortunately took the spit of a sand where she remained,
notwithstanding every effort which the skill and energy of the
getleman in charge of her could devise and execute, until the
next morning at 2 o'clock, when by the gradually washing away
of the sand from under her, (the stream running about 8 knots)
she swung to her anchor in deep water, and at 2 in the after-
noon was got under way, and proceeded down; on the sth she
anchored at Chunar, having on this day lighted the fires of one
boiler only, a plan which was continued until the vessel again
entered the Bhagiretty. On the 6th, at 10 A. M., she anchored
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at Benares, where she again became the object of universal
curiosity and admiration ; she remained here until the Bth,
repairing the temporary rudder, and procuring stores and fucl.
At daylight (the Bth) a party of ladies and gentlemen of the
station visited the vessel, when she again exhibited to the
wondering eyes of the assembled multitudes another specimen
of her powers in steaming the rapid current of the Ganges, in
a trip to the western extremity of the town. At 8§ o'clock she
proceeded on her return and arrived the same evening at
Ghazeepore ; leaving that place at daylight of the following
morning she arrived off Dinapore at an early hour of the
afternoon of the 1oth, Here a small supply of coals was taken
in, with which she reached Rajmabl on the r4th, having lost
several house in consequence of heavy rain and thick weather
obscuring the land. On the 18th, the vessel and in the evening
of that day was at Moorshedabad. On the 1gth, she anchored
near Culna, and arrived on the 17th at 2 p. M. off Chandpaul
Ghaut."”

Notwithstanding these failures the Government, or rather
Lord William Bentinck, was not disheartened. One result of
the attempts which had been made, and that a most important
one, was the necessity for lessening the draught of the steamer.
Tenders were therefore invited for building passage boats of
certain dimensions and draught, and of two descriptions as
regards accommodation, one for conveying European soldiers,
the other for officers or other passengers. These were to be
towed up by detached steamers.

Nothing however was undertaken till 1832 which the frst
pair of vessels was launched from the dockyard alongside
the Mint at Calcutta. These boats were of sheet iron which
had been brought out in picces in a sailing vessel and put
together in Calcutta. The first steamer bore the name of the
energetic Governor-General of the time, the Lord William
Bentinck. 5

4
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Though -originally -established for Government use
exclusively, the public were allowed the use of these steamers,
‘Several private companies scon started into existence, which
-competed with and passed the Government boats both in celerity
-and cheapness of passage and freight.

The introduction of railways between Calcutta and
Allahabad, and the cheap rates at which both passengers and
freight are taken by train, bad the effect of reducing the number
of steam vessels very rapidly. The Government withdrew and
disposed of their vessels, which were purchased by other
«companies, and were plying on other rivers.

The following vessels were constructed in Kidderpore
Government dockyard. ‘They were iron vessels for navigation
of the rivers up-country as far as Allahabad. Steamers—
Hoorunghotta, in January 1841 ; Berhampooter in July 1841
Indus in January 1842 ; Damoodar in February 1843; Mahanuddy
in March ¢843; Lord William Bentinck in April 18455 and
Nerbudda in May 1845. Accommodation and Cargo Boats—
Sautlej in November 1842: Luckia in April 1B41: Goomtee in
January 1842; Bhagiruttee in August 1845 ; and Soane in June
1845.

There was built in 1820 or thereabouts, and christened the
Snake, the first steam vessel on the Indus, or in fact, on any
river in India. She was employed in towing boats and barges,
and carrying out the whole of the embarkation of troops, stores,
&c., sent from Bombay during the first Burmese war and the
expedition to the Persian Gulf from 182 3 to 1826. Her services
were again similarly wtilized in the China war of 1841-42,
Burmese war of 1852, Persian war of 1836, Mutiny 1857, China
expedition 1859, and she also assisted in the Abyssinian and
Malta expeditions, Her engines were designed and built by a
Parsee, and were the first ever manufactured in India. How
well they were constructed is evidenced by their lasting powers.
She was twice wrecked, once in the hurricane of 1837, and
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again in the cyclone of 1854, when the gunner who was in
charge ran her ashore as he could, opened the cocks in the
bottom of the vessel, and escaped up the funnel, where he sat
Lifl reseued. She had carried in her day most of the notabilities-
that had arrived in India viz Bombay ; and many of the older
citizens remember with pleasure the friendly trips they had
taken in this vessel to Elephanta and other places of resort in
the harbour, when sailing boats were the only means of transit:
afloat and steam launches were unknown., She was lor long
used to give practical instruction on the steam engine to the
young middies of the Indian Navy, who had many a lark on
board, and frequently nearly brought themselves and Swake to
an untimely end be their dangerous pranks with the boiler and
engine-driver.

* The *Great Cyclone” ocourred o 1864 It is difficult to say whether (his
i the one referred to above.



CHAPTER 1IV.

e e —————

PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.

THE Syrian or primitive church of Malayala Christians
acknowledge Saint Thomas for its founder; and from the
earliest dawn of Christianity in India, the tomb of that apostle
has been as much venerated in the East as the tomb of Saint
Peter was at Rome, At the end of ninth century, the shrine
of Saint Thomas was visited by the ambassadors of Alfred;
and Marco Polo, in the thirteenth century, was shown the spot
where the apostle suffered martyrdom on the mount, in the
neighbourhood of Mailapore, “ which was then,” be says,
#much frequented by Christian and Saracen pilgrims from all
parts, but particularly from the pepper coasts of Malabar, in
which country there are both Christians and Jews who havea
speech by themselves.” The Portuguese on their first arrival
sn  Malabar, found there nearly two hundred thousand
Christians, the wreck of an unfortunate people who called
themselves Christians of St. Thomas. To this day the town of
Mailapore, to which the Christians have given the name of St
Thomé, is crowded every year with pilgrims from all parts of
India, Armenia and Syria, to kiss the spot where St. Thomas
suffered martyrdom and to deposit their offerings.

After having established Christianity in Arabia Felix, in the
fsland of Socotra, the apostle came to India and landed in
Cranganore (A. D. 51 ), where the most powerful sovereign of
the Malabar coast then resided. History, both sacred and
profane, mentions that before the birth of Christ, numbers of
the inhabitants of India had quitted their country, and had
spread themselves over Egypt, Greece, and many of the
kingdams of Asia. St. Thomas having learned that one of
these small colonies was settled in the neighbourhood of
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Cranganore, immediately repaired to the spot which the Jews
had chosen for an asylum. He preached to them the gospel
and baptised many of their number. This was the cradle of
christianity in India. In a short period of time, the seed sown
by the apostle became fruitful and spread to many of the cities
in the interior. At Paroor there is now standing an ancient
Syrian church supposed to be the oldest in Malabar. Baldoeus,
the Dutch minister, traveller and historian, says—" On the
rocks near the sea shore of Conlang (Quilon) stands a stone
pillar, erected there (as the inhabitants report) by St. Thomas :
1 saw this pillar in 1662."

St. Thomas, after having given laws and a government lo
those infant churches, departed from Malabar and travelled
towards the coast of Coromandel. Mailapore, a rich and great
city, and at that period the residence of a king, besides being
a place of great sanctity, and one much resorted to by the
followers of Brahma on pilgrimage to its far-iamed temples,
was selected by the apostle for the seat of his mission :
he proclaimed his Divine Master, planted in the bosom of
that nation, where idolatery reigned triumphant, a people,
worshippers of the only true God. The king received baptism,
and, after his example, a part of his subjects embraced the
gospel. These numerous conversions excited the hatred and
jealousy of the Brahmins, who stirred up the multitude, the
followers of their great idol, and in their fury they stoned the
apostle to death : while one of the Brabmins, perceiving in him
gome remains of life, pierced the body with a lance.

The church at Mailapore, which the apostle had founded,
flourished long; it had its bishops, its priests and its govern-
ment, like the other apostolic churches; but eventually, the
neighbouring Hindoo princes, instigated by the Brahmins,
attacked the city, and having rendered themselves masters of
it, and the provinces dependent on it, the Christians became
exposed to persecution, and were destroyed with fire and sword.
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The survivors fled and spread themselves over the countries of
Travancore, Quilon and Cranganore, &c. In the fourth century
S5t. Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, sent the Christians
of Malabar a bishop, Mar Thomas, to rule over the church.
The church met with various changes, gradually losing its vigor,
until the arrival of the Portuguese in 1500, The Jesuits then
established their religion and endeavoured to force the Christians
to conform to their mode of worship. Much opposition was
offered, the Christians were persecuted, their bishops thrown
into prison, and their churches wsurped by the new comers,
The Jesuits were subsequently expelled in 1665, bnithﬂr.hmh
was broken up into factions and divisions and there was every
appearance of its entire dissolution. Until their misfortunes
excited the attention of the British authorities at Travancore, in
1815, who sent them three English missionaries, and a college
was erected at Kottyam. But the Syrian Christians have never
been an united people as they once were. There are still
about fifty-seven churches, and the professors of christianity
still number several thousands, but thf.'_]r are very lax in their
principles and their worship.

The cathedral at Goa dedicated to St. Catherine, on whose

day Goa was taken by Albuquerque, was founded as the first:
parochial church soon after the conquest, and it became a

cathedral in 1630. It is crowded with epitaphs, mostly of the
seventeenth century. One is to the memary of Gasper de
Leap, first Archbishop of Goa, who died in 1578% This was
removed to the cathedral in 1864, from one of the other
churches. There too, in the Church of Bom Jesus, which was
founded for the Jesuits by Mascarenhas, commander of Cochin
and Ormus, who died in 1524, rest the remains of the first and
greatest Christian missionary in the East, Francis Xavier, well
designated “ the Apostle to the Indies.” He ended his briel

* There is also an inscription in the Cathedral to D, Joao de Alhoguergus,
first. Mishop, who died in 1553, Ses Dr.'da Cunlia’s Origin of Bomday, page 130

T
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but glorious carcer far away from them, in the Island of
Changerbuen, on the 2nd December 1552, but his body was
broaght to Goa, some time afterwards and interred first in the
Church of St. Paul, wheace it was taken and deposited where
it now remains.

The chick churches are those of St Paul, St. Francis, and
St. Domingos. That of St. Paul—apparently a Jesuit establishe
ment—was founded in 1601. The churches contain numerous
epitaphs of deceased governors, the oldest being that of Luis
Falcao, who was killed by a musket shot in 1548. This, how-
ever, was originally placed in the church of the Misericordia,
within the fort.

The charter, conferred upon the East India Company by
William 11, in 1698, made careful provision for the spiritual
interests of the servants of the Company employed in the
East. It expressly stipulated that “in every garrison and
superior factory,” there should be “set apart a decent and
convenient place for divine serviee only,"” that one minister
should be constantly maintained in every such place; and that
every ship of 500 tons and upwards sent by the Company to
the East Indies, should carry a chaplain approved by the
Archbishop of Canterbury or the Bishgp of London. It was
further pmﬂiﬂﬂ that *“ all such ministers as should be sent to.
reside in India should be obliged to learn, within one year after
their arrival, the Portuguese language, and should also apply
themselves to acquire the language of the country where they
should reside, the better to instruct the Gentoos, who should be
the servants or slaves of the Company or their agents, in the
Protestant religion.”

. The “salary” allowed by the Court of Directors to a
chaplain was only £ 50 per annum; but gratuities and various
allowances which “crept in by custom and connivance,” very
considerably augmented this insignificant stipend. In January
1759, the Court ordered that ecach chaplain should have a
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consolidated annual allowance of £230. In 1704, an additional
too rupees monthly was conceded, in copsideration of “the
great increase of expenses in Calcutta” The presidency
chaplains, however, had another source of [ar greater emolu-
ment, in their share in certain monopolies, particularly salt,
betelnut and tobacco; and they found means to realize large
fortunes. In 1798, it is stated, that of three chaplains retiring
from the service, one alter twenty-three years' incumbency, was
reported to have carried away with him £50,000; another after
thirteen years, £35000; and the third, after tem years,
£Las,o00. This was true, not only of Calcutta thnplms.
but those of other presidencies. In a letter written in
September 16g1, by the Rev. Jethro Brideoake, when about to
sail as chaplain to Madras, he says—“1 am told of those
chaplains, who have got very great estates there, whither [ am
going, and particularly of gne Evans, who having been there
but a short time, is now coming home worth above £30,000."

It is more than probable that amongst the earliest
adventurers of the East India Companies, there were some
god-fearing men, who looked with indignant grief upon the
cruel idolatries of the land in which they had come to sojourn,
and who heartily wished that Christianity might supplant and
destroy them. But such engagements and circumstances as
theirs were very unfavorable to the life of religion in their own
souls, as may easily be supposed ; and there is reason to fear
that the representatives of our native country in the East did
but little to show that they came from a land blessed with the
pure light and the excellent morality of the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

To Frederick 1V, King of Denmark, belongs the honor of
first sending a Protestant Mission to the East Indies. In the
year 1705, Bartholomew Zeigenbalg and Henry Plutscho were
sent under his auspices to establish themselves at the Danish
settlement of Tranquebar; and subsequently, missions were also
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conducted at Madras, Cuddalore and Trichinopaoly, Amongst
other notices in the reports of these missions, mention is made
of the Rev. Mr. Aguiar, who after living for ten years "as a
Protestant missionary at Calcutta, in Bengal, was appointed
Portuguese preacher at Colombo and other places at Ceylon,"
about the year 1742. In 1758, the mission at Cuddalore was
broken up by the French troops under Count Lally, and the
missionaries had to retire to Tranquebar. One of them, the
Rev. John Zachariah Kiernander, a native of Sweden, was then
invited by Colonel Clive to transfer his labors to Bengal, and to
establish a mission in Calcutta. He gladly accepted the invita-
tion, and in September, 1758, began operations with all the
encouragement Clive could give him, and with the approval of
the chaplains. The Governor put at his disposal a house, rent
free; and the children sustained by the Charity fund were
placed under his instruction. The mission thus inaugurated was
conducted by Mr. Kiernander down to the year 1787. His
labors were, however, “confined to the descendants of
Europeans,” Mr. Kiernander being ignorant of the native
language.

The state of Calcutta when Mr. Kiernander arrived in it,
was pre-eminently “the living solitude of a city of idolators.”
Suttee fires were to be seen fraquently blazing in the very
precincts of Caleutta; fakirs ranged ad libitum through the
town in a state of complete nudity ; there was no chaplain in
the city, and the service was read by a merchant who was
allowed £350 per annum for his services.

Previous to 1709 the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge found a correspondent in the Rev, S. Briercliffe,
chaplain of Calcutta—the owly chaplain in Bengal at that
period. He offered to superintend a school in Calcutta, and men-
tioned the openings presented by a number of natives, who had

been kidnapped by the Portuguese, then carryiog on the slave
5
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trade extensively in Bengal, and gaining numerous proselytes
by first enslaving the natives in order to baptize them.

In 1709 the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge
sent out a circdlating library to Calcutta, the first in India: and
in 173t a charity school was opened in Calcutta under its
auspices. The pupils in it were clothed in the same manner as
the boys of the Blue Coat School in London, and were taught
by Padre Aquiere, formerly a Franciscan Friar at Goa.

Mr. Adams, whe was once a missionary in connection with
the Baptist Missionary Society, but who had been induced by
the conversation and arguments used by that extraordinary
pative, Rammohun Roy, to leave the Society's connection, in
1827 commenced an Unitarian Mission at Calcutta: he had
succeeded in raising subscriptions sufficient to maintain a
Unitarian missionary, and this year a chapel had been opened
for English worship in Calcutta. The new mission went by the
name of “ The British Indian Unitarian Association,” a very
comprehensive appellation, but which appears to have long
passed away. Mr. Dall has within the last few years re-
established the Unitarian mission with some success.

There was yet another attempt to enter upon evangelistic
work in Bengal in the earlier days. The Moravian missionaries,
who had accomplished so much in other parts of the world, had
a mission also in Bengal. At the request of the Danish Asiatic
Company, two Moravians settled near Serampore. A few years
later, others resided in Calcutta, where they had a mission house
in Park Street, and where one of them, Dr. Charles Frederick
Smith, died on the 31st August, 1783. No success appears to
have resulted from their labors, and on the death and removal
of the missionaries the mission was discontinued.

Captain Hamilton, in his * Travels,” published in 1727,
says—" About fifty yards from Fort William stands the church,
built by the pious charity of merchants residing there, and the
christian benevoleace of sea-faring men, whose affairs called
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them to trade there, but ministers of the gospel being subject ta
mortality, very often young merchants are obliged to officiate,
and have a salary of £s50 per anoum, added to what the
Company allow them, for their pains in reading prayers and a
Sermon on Sundays. In Calcutta, all religions are tolerated
but the Presbyterian’s, and that they browbeat. The pagans
carry their idols in procession through the town. The Roman
Catholics have their church to lodge their images in, and the
Mohamedans are not discountenanced; but there are no
polemics except what are Between our high churchmen and our
low, or between the Governor's party and other private
merchants in points of trade.”

On the 16th February, 1787, under the auspices of Mr.
Charles Grant and Mr. George Udney,* Mr, Thomas, who came
out as doctor on the " Earl of Oxford;"’ commenced a mission
at Calcutta, whence he subsequently removed to Maldah, where,
while he was engaged in the manufacture of indigo, he carried
en his preaching and other mission work among the natives.

. In 1792 Mr. Thomas returned to England, disappointed in his

expectations. But while at home he was the happy instrument

. of stirring up Christian friends in various parts of England to

d\

the necessity of sending a mission to the heathen; and the
result of his visit was the establishment of the Baptist Mission,
and his returning in company with Mr. Carey in 1793 Oh the
28th December, 1709, the first native convert, Krishna Pal,
together with Felix Carey, were baptised in the river off
Serampore. This évent scemed to have created such a rapture
and thrill within the mind of Mr. Thomas, that his reasoh wad
for a time unseated. He, however, was restored, and waa
enabled to continue his missionary labors at Dinagepore, &c.,
until 22nd October, 1801, when he entered into his rest.

Proposals for translating the Holy Scriptures into Sanscrit,
Bengalee, Hindostanee, Persian, Mahratta, Guzeratee, Orissa,

* Should be Spelt " Udny."
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Carnata, Tilinga, Burma, Assam, Bhootan, Tibet, Malay and
Chinese languages, by subscription, were made by the Seram-
pore missionaries in 1796, and we find the advertisment of
these proposals in the papers of 1806.

The first notice of the performance of church service by
the English in India, with which we are acquainted, is to be
found in Mandelslo's Travels. This writer (whose book was
published in 1640,) says that the merthants in Western India
met regularly for divine service twice every week and thrice
every sabbath.

In May 1798, the Court of Directors addressed a letter to
the Governor-General of India, in which attention was called
to the flagrant profanation of the Lord's day by the officers of
Government, and the general neglect of public worship was
severely censured :—"We have now before us,” wrote the
Honorable Court, “a printed horse-racing account, by which
it appears, that not less than eight matches were run at
Chinsurah, in one day, and that on Sunday. We are astonished
and shocked at this wide deviation from one of the most dis-
tinguished and universal institutions of Christianity. We must
suppose it to have been so gradual, that transitions from one
step to another have been little observed; but the stage at
which it was now arrived, if our informatiod be true, must
appear to every reasonable person highly discreditable to our
Government, and totally incompatible with the religion we
profess. We enjoin that all such profanations of the sabbath as
have been mentioned be forbidden and prevented; and that
diyine service be regularly performed, as in England, every
Sunday at all the military stations, and all European officers
and soldiers, unless hindered by sickness or actual duty, are
required punctually to attend, for which such an hour shall be
fixed as shall be most suitable to the climate. The chaplains
are to be positively ordered to be regular and correct in the
performance of their duty: and if any one of them neglect it,
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or by his conduet bring discredit on his prolession, we direct
that he be dismissed from our service."

The Governor-General in Council, on the gth November,
1798, issued a proclamation against the profanation of the
Sabbath by persons from foreign settlements ;(—* Whereas it
has been represented to the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council, that several places in the vicinity of Calcutta
and elsewhere within these provinces, are become the ordinary
resort of disorderly persons from the foreign settlements ow
the Sabbath day: and that at such places of public resort,
horse races are frequented, and the pernicious practice of
gaming prevails to the scandal of the British Government, and
to the prejudice of those who are entitled to its pretection : and
whereas the profanation of the day set apart for the solemn
vbservance of public worship is a practice destructive of the
good order and morals of society, and contrary to the duties
and ordinances of the Protestant religion, His Lordship in
Council hereby orders and directs all magistrates and officers:
commanding at military stations, to prohibit horse races and' alF
other meetings for the purpose of gaming on the Sabbath day,
within the limits of their respective jurisdictions and commands ;
and if any person or persons shall be guilty of disobedience tor
such prohibition, the magistrates and officers of the district or
station in which such offence shall be committed, are hereby
strictly commanded to report the name or names of any person
or persons so offending to the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council: and His Lordship in Council hereby
declares that the person or persons so offending shall be liable
to forfeit the protection of the Honorable the East India
Company and to be sent to Earope.”

In a pasquinade upon the Calcutta doctors, published in
Hicky's Bengal Gasette for February, 1781, the negligence of
the clergy in the performance of their duties seems to be hinted
at in the following lines, which formed the last verse i—

’
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* Thus to Plute’s domain, by the vulgar called hell,
Thase excellent doctors despatch us pell-mall,

n a very few days you're released from all cares,
It the Padrie's asleep, Mr. Oldham reads prayery,

To the grave you're let down with a sweet pleasant thump;
And there you may lie, til you lear the feast tramp "

Mr. Samuel Oldham was the undertaker of the settlement.

A better feeling seems to have come over the heads of
Government and the people generally, a few years after, for we
find that in 1815 the King's Birthday happening to fall on a
Sunday, the celebration of it took place on the following day,
50 that the Sunday should not be desecrated with merry making
and feasting, when it could so easily be avoided.

The establishment of chaplains in the Bengal Presidency
was increased on the 15th May, 1806, to thirteen chaplains, viz.
At Caleutta 3, for the garrison of Fort William 1, to up-country
civil stations 2, military stations 4, in Oude 2 and the ceded

provinces 1. The saluries of the chaplains were at Fort William

and the military stations Hs. 10,000 per annum; in Oude
Rs. 12,000. On examining into the allowances drawn by the
chaplains the Governor-General observed, ® with much surprise,.
that the chaplain at Cawnpore received, in addition to the
allowances as such, allowances nearly to a similar amount as
acting chaplain to each of the king's regiments of Dragoons
stationed there, thus multiplying threefold the allowance intended
to serve for the performance of duties applicable to all the
troops which should at any time be attached to that station.
In like manner one of the chaplains at Calcatta (Mr. Limerick)
is called acting chaplain to Her Majesty's 2and Regiment of

Foot, and receives as such Sa. Rs 1531-12 per month, in.

addition to the allowances drawn by him as eivil chaplain”
The Governor-General considered * these extra allowances as
totally repugnant to the regulations of the service,” and
ordered - ''that the chaplains be restrisied to the salaries

b
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kereinbefore directed," which ¥ salaries are to be in full of all
emoluments from the Company.”

The Baptist Missionary Society was formed in 1792, at
Kettering, in Northamptonshire.

The London Missionary Society was instituted in London
m 17g6.

The Scottish Missionary Society was almost contempo-
raneous with the London Missionary Society.

On the 12th April, 1799, twenty-five persons, sixteen of
them being clergymen and nine laymen, met at the * Castle
and Falcon,” in Aldersgate Street, London, and three instituted
the Church Missionary Society.

The Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society was founded on the
21st February, 1811,

The Calcutta Bible Association followed soon alter; its
object being to aid the exertions of the Calcutta Auxiliary
Bible Society in its labors.

The Calcutta Committee of the Church Missionary Society
afterwards called the Calcutta Auxiliary Church Missionary
Society, was formed on the 2nd February, 1817.
~ The Bengal Aunxiliary Missionary Society was instituted in
December 1817.

The Calcutta Church Missionary Association was founded
in September 1823,

The Calcutta School Book Society, which has contributed
so much to infuse a healthy tone into native literature, was
established on the 1st July, 1817, chiefly by the Marchioness of
Hastings, who herself prepared and sent to press several
elementary works. The Marquis of Hastings gave a donation
of Rs. 1000, and a subscription of Rs. 500, to the institution,
and patronised it in other ways.

The British and Foreign Bible Society advertise Bibles and
Testaments for sale at the Repository in the Radha Bazar,
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Calcutta. Among these we observe—Bibles in Bengalee
Rs. 24; Testaments in Sanscrit Rs. 123 Orissa Rs. 8; Telinga
Gospels Rs. 43 Mabratta Gospels Rs. 4; Persian Gospels at
Rs, 5.

On the 1rth March, 18132, a fire broke out in the premises
belonging to the missionaries at Serampore, which in a few
hours, though every exertion was made to stop the progress of
the flames, consumed the spacious printing office and its
valuable contents. The loss of property was estimated at more
than 70,000 rupees. At the period of the fire nine editions of
¢he New Testament were in hand, and five of the Old, a great
part of which was destroyed. Many important manuscripts,
which had lately been prepared for the press by Dr. Carey,
amongst which were a Telinga and a Punjabee grammar, which
that laborious orientalist had just completed, and copious
materials for a dictionary, in which it was intended to trace the
words of the different oriental languages to their Sanscrit of
Arabic roots, were also lost in the fire.  Thus in one night was
destroyed the accumulated labor of years.

The Church Mission at Agra was founded by Rev. D.
Corrie in 1812, when he was chaplain at that station.

The Diocesan Committee of the Society for promoting
Christian Knowledge was instituted by the Bishop of Calcutta
in 1815. The object of the committee was to assist in forward-
ing the benevolent intentions of "' the Society for Promioting
Christinn Knowledge” in England.

The Church Mission at Benares was founded in 1817 by the
Rev. D. Corrie when he was chaplain there.

_ The Wesleyan Missionary Society was formed in 1817.

On the 22nd September, 1830, at a General Court of
Proprietors of East India Stock, the question of the connection
of the Government with the idolatry of India, and the revenues
arising from it, came before the court; and it was resolved lu
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leave the Government in India unshackled in their efforts to
bring about the gradual severance of the Government from the
support of idolatry in India.

A plan originating: with the Bishop of Calcutta, to obviate
the prolanation of the Sabbath, which seems to have been very
prevalent, excited much controversy at the Bengal Presidency.
The following form of a declaration was sent by the Bishop, in
April 1830, to one of the churches, with a request that it might
bie.cead from the pulpit, which .was done; it was also read in
the dissenting chapels:—

“We, the undersigned, being desirous to express our
conviction, that it is our duty as Christians, and will be for our
advantage as members of the community, to promote a more
exact observance of the Lord's day amongst the inhabitants of
Calcutta and its neighbourhood, do hereby declare—

“1. That we will personally in our families, and to the
utmost limit of our influence, adopt, and encourage others to
adopt, such measures as may tend to establish a decent and
orderly observance of the Lord's Day.

“2. That we will, as far as depends upon ourselves, neither
emptny, nor allow others to employ on our behalf, or in our
service, native workmen and artisans in the t:xnm!e of their
urdm:u-y calling on the Sabbath day, e i

"3. And further, we will give a pmfﬂd;l:etu ﬂ;us: nmslcr
tradesmen who are willing te adopt this regulation, and to act
upon it constantly and unreservedly, in the mnnagemtnt of
their business.

‘4. We will be ready, when it may be dl!ﬂm_-:d Q;Peﬂ.u:ut
to join in presenting an address to the Right Hon'ble the
Gﬂﬂl‘uﬂ!—ﬁenera] in Council, praying that orders may be issued
to suspend all labor on public works upon the Lord's Day, as
well as all such business in the Government offices as can,
without embarrassment to the service, be dispensed with.”

6
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This project is spoken in terms of commendation in the
Govermment Gasefte and the John Bull. In the [ideral papers,
however, it met a different fate. The fadie Gasefte ' strongly
deprecates the intolerant spirit which the declaration breathes,
and the invidious means by which its promoters seek to
accomplish their objects ;” whilst the Bengal Chronicle asserts
that it is "calculated to degrade Christians and Christianity
jtseli in the estimate of the heathen by whom we are surround-
ed; that in principle it is defective ; that in its intended opera-
tion it would be inquisitorial, unjust, and oppressive; and we
have some doubt indeed whether any man injured in his trade
or profession by it, would not have a legal claim to redress
against those who conspired to carry it into effect.”

- Many years before Dr. Duff set foot in India, Mr. Haldane
of Airthrey, a country gentleman, who bad all that the world
could give to enable a man lo enjoy life, sold his estate with the
intention of devoting its value to the conveyance of himself
and a band of associates to the East ; but the traders who had
then command of the golden gates imagined that the preaching
of the gospel would endanger their gains, and they placed a bar
against their entrance. Mr. Haldane, but for this short-sighted
selfishness of the East India Company, would have been the
founder of the first Scottish Mission in Hindostan. Notwith-
standing this rebuff two societies were formed in Edinburgh and
Glasgow, in 1796, with the object of carrying gospel light into
heathendom. [t was not till 1826 that the Church of Scotland
entered upon missionary work, and it was not till May 1830,
that Dr. Duff landed at Calcutta as the pioneer, and opened a
school in which an English education was given on condition
that instruction in the Christian religion would be imparted at
the same time. The great success that attended the scheme,
and the good effects that have resulted from the operations of
the institution during the past fifty years, are too well known
to need further notice. |

L T L —



CHAPTER V,
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OUR EARLIEST VOLUNTEERS.

As early as 1752, the Court of Directors sent out orders
for the formation of a Milita. We find the following on this
subject in a despatch to the Court, dated 18th September, 1752;
—"In obedience to your Honors' orders for forming a body of
Militia, Captain-Commandant George Minchin proposes, &s
soon as the weather scts in a little more temperate, to fix and
appoint proper Sergeants and Corporals out of the military for
instructing such of the inhabitants as are unacquainted with the
manual exercise, when we shall appoint officers to command
them.

In the " Consultations” of the 27th November, 1752, we
find :—' Several of the inhabitants of this town (Calcutta)
having absented themselves from attending the Militia agree-
able to an order of Council : Ordered—The list of their names-
to be affixed at the Fort gates, and a notice given in case of
their non-attendance in future that they may expect to meet:
with proper resentment from the Board."”

The Militia in Calcutta numbered in 1753 two hundred

men.
[t would appear that though a Calentta Militia had been

proposed in Calcutta, the project must have collapsed, as the
Court write in February 1756:—" We should be glad to know

your reasons for not forming a Militia as directed in our letter
of the 16th January, 1752; and as at this time in particular a

regular Militia may be of the greatest importance for the
defence of the settlement, vou are without delay to cause a plan

to be formed for the purpose, and you are to carry the same
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into execution as far as shall appear useful and practicable.”

But this precauntion was so entirely neglected that when the
troubles began, and it became necessary to organize a Militia,
there were scarcely any among the Armenians and Portuguese,
and few among the Europeans, who knew the right from the
wrong end of their muskets. Of the Militia they had at the
capture of Calcutta, Holwell states—"One hundred were
Armenians and were useless, as were the black boys and slaves,
most of whom could not bandle a musket,”

On the 15th December, 1757, the principal mhnhtmts af
Calcutta presented a petition to the Government for permi
10 **associate ourselves into a corps under the ﬂeunmimhu-n of
the Patriot Band, to be commanded by officers clected by
‘gurselves and of our own body, and under our own regulations,
without being subject to military laws; and as the intent of this
institution is to instruct ourselves in milil:ar_v discipline, and by
that acquisition to render ourselves serviceable when occasion
requires, we doubt not of your ready compliance and sanction
to a design so laudable, and an /institution which both reason
and experience convince us, may be of the greatest utility
when propérly supported. * * % * ‘We request that formal
commissions may be granted to our officers, empowering them
to command the Patriot Band distinct, as is practised in the
grenadier companies of all battalions. We likewise request
your Honor will supply us with arms and accoutrements,
which we presume may be had [rom the spare arms of those
who have died belonging to His Majesty’s detachment.”

In 1759 the Europeans of Calcutta were all enrolled in
the Militia to garrison Calcutta, which enabled the government
to sénd the soldiers into the field against the: Dutch who came
up the Hooghly with a strong force. -Again in 1763, all the
regulars were sent away from Calcutta, the Militia doing duty
to garrison the place; and on cne occasion a body of free
rerchants and free mariners, oot content with standing on. the
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defensive, took the field and marched to Patna. In 1801, there
was a European as well as a Portaguese and Armenian Militia.

The Calcutta Militia was formed into companies of the
folléwing strength :—y4 sergeants, 3 corporals, 1 drummer, 1
fifer, 80 privates. In addition to the sergeants, 4 drill sergeants
were attached to the Militia. In order to encourage the
fﬁlﬁiﬁ@ﬁ:ﬁdrcmnt. the Governor-General directed that the
following extract from a minute recorded by Lieutenant-
General Sir Eyre Coote, in the Military Department, on . the
15th July, 1770, be published in Militia orderly books:—

Ewvopean Militia of the Presidency of Fort William—
The good behaviour and service performed by this honorable and
spirited corps lasl war, makes it unnecessary to say  anything
further on the advantages which may be reaped from the
institution, every attention should therefore be given towards
perlecting them in their exercises and evolutions, that their
conduct in the day of action may be answerable to the
patriotic spirit which has enabled the gentlemen of this corps
voluntarily to embrace the hardships of the soldier’s life, and
from # just sense of military duty submit to the subordination

mﬂﬂ service.” =l

In the summer of 1798, when Lord Wellesley arrived in
India, be found that his countrymen were thinking more of
perilsin England than of perils at home, anid eager to assist
the great movement that mliéing‘:ﬁiﬂé for the defence of
the British [sles. [t was a season of feverish excitement.
Threatened with internal revolt and [orcign invasion, England
stood, in an attitude of defence. France, glutted with the
bloed of her own subjects, was threatening to:descénd upon
our- &lieres with an army of 100,000 men and wasopenly aiding
Ireland in the work of rebellion. The Alien Bill was revived.
The Habeas Corpus Act was suspended. There was an
unprecedented demand for money and men. Old faxes were
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doubled and trebled, and new ones, unheard of before, were
being levied upon the people. It was the life-struggle of a
great nation. The mighty heart of Anglo-Indian society was
stirred by one emotion of patriotism. Men were ready to
sacrifice their fortunes and their lives in behalf of the country
which they had quitted intheir boyhood. At all the presi-
dencies of India, and at all the great provincial stations,
meetings, known as " Patriotic Meetings," were being held, for
the purpose of testifying the * fidelity and attachment” of the
British inhabitants of India to their ' sovereign and constitution™
by sending home not only addresses of loyalty and words of
encouragement, but voluntary contributions of money to aid'in
the prosecution of the war. From the chief ruler in Govern-
ment House to the private soldier in the barracks—every man
responded Lo the call, every man contributed according to his
means. That excellent man Jonathan Duncan, Governor of
Bombay, contributed 25000 rupees; most of the European
soldiers in the country sent home a month's pay, Lord
Wellesley thought that the patriotism of the Anglo-Indian
residents might be turned to profitable account. “ We have
resolved,” he wrote to the Secret Committee, under date 3oth
October, 1798, “to embody the European Militia of the town of
Calcutta, and to form such of your civil servants and others as
shall offer their services into a body of cavalry, which may
prepare to act on any emergency.” And very carnestly these
Weivil servants and others" responded to the call.

The Volunteer Cavalry of Calcutta,—or as it should be
more correctly called, the European Militia Cavalry,—was
organised by Colonel Welsh, who on his return to England, was
preseated in full parade, with a handsome gold-handled sword,

A _proclamation was issued on the 3ist Octaber, 1798, as
follows :—"* Whereas the security and defence of this Presidency
require that the Corps of Militia, composed of the inhabitants of
the town of Calcutta, should be re-established and embodied
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under such regulations as the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council shall order and direct, His Lordship in
Council, velying on the loyalty and public spirt of the
inhabitants of the town of Calcutta, hereby orders and directs
all the European, Armenian and Portuguese inhahitants of the
said town, to assemble on the Walk between Chandpaul Ghaut,
and Fort William, to be there duly mustered and enrolled ; the
European, to assemble at the aforesaid place on Wednesday, the
gth, the Armenians on Thursday, the 8th, and the Portuguese on
Friday, the gth of November, at daybreak ; and the proper
officers are hereby commanded to attend, for the purpose of
mustering and enrolling such persons as shall appear and tender
their services according to the tenor of this proclamation.”

In an order, dated the 215t November, 1798, we learn that
the Armenian and Portuguese inhabitants of Calcutta, who had
enrolled themselves, were required to parade on the
Respondentia Walk for the purpase of being mustered. This
corps seems to have been of considerable strength, for we find
a licutenant-colonel, two majors, ten captains and twenty
lieutenants appointed for the infantry, two captains and three
lieutenants to the cavalry, besides six officers from the Armenian
community. At this time there appears to have been mih{.r_
of an invasion of the Indian coasts by our " arrogant enemies,”
The Right Hon'ble Dundas, writing to the Governot-General on
the subject of the Militia, says—" A successful attack wpon our
possessions in India. and the overthrow of the British interests
there, would be a death wound to every prospect which any
civil servant of the Company €an entertain. Why then are not
they, so far as is copsistent with their other avocations u'!d
duties, learning to devote some leisure hours in each week, in
oeder to learn the use of arms, and to jorm themselves into
corps, under the authority of the Government, for the purpose
of adding to your European strength in India, and preparing
(iemselves, in case of the last extremity, 10 sacrifice their lives
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in defence of those interests upon which every thing essential
in life must depend 2 This is an advantage which, in the day
of difficully, no other European matian but curselves have the
means of resorting to."

A Fort Militia was [ormed at Madras, also, and consisted
of two companies.
At Bombay too, a “Bombay Valuntary Association” was

constituted. In the early part of February, 1799, the corps
reccived its colors from the hand of Mrs, Rivett.

On the 15t June, 1799, at a parade of the Madras Fost
Militia, the Right Honorable the Governor expressed himself
much gratified at the manner in which the corps acquitted
jtself, ﬁqm then told that their services would not be
uqmed till the cool season. On the jrd June, 1799, this
corps received its colors from the hand of Lady Clive.

w Calentta Militie Regimental Orders, 23rd June, 1790.
~The regimental orders of the 12th instant, for a parade and
muster on the 4th July, are countermanded, in consequence
of the commencement of the rainy season, and the uncerfainty
of the weather, and future parades are discontinued until
further arders:

# During the suspension of parades and drills, it is strongly
recommended to the individuals of the corps to preserve the
knowledge they have acquired in the use of arms, by practising
the firelock motions daily at their own houses; or ak least as
frequently as pessible; which will render the manual éasy o
them on the renewal of their field exercise, and also be the
means of keeping their arms and accoutrements in good order;
to. which essential point the Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant
directs their particular attention. '

4 All atms and accoutrements requiring repair to be sent to.
the Sergeadt-Majos at the Old Fort, as belore directed the.
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pouches are to be carefully preserved from damp, rubbed with
a little bee's wax, blacking and oil ; witheut which precautions
the leather will speedily decay.

“No person is to leave the settlement without reparting
himseli to the Officer Commanding his company; and unless
the period of his absence is, likely to be short, his arms and
accoutrements are to be sent to the Old Fort.

W Captains commanding companies are requested fo
cireulate the above orders to their respective companics with as

little delay as possible.”
L]

S Aifitia Orders, September 17, 1709.—The Lieutenant-
Colonel Commandant, in obedience to the Orders of the Right
Honorable the Governor-General, has the pleasure to convey to
the corps of Calcutta European and Armenian Militia; His
Lordship's thanks for the alacrity with which they assembled on
the occasion of his arrival at this presidency, and to acquaint
them, he derived the highest satisfaction from observing theic
soldier-like appearance and steadiness under arms, as unques-
tionable proofs of the zeal and spirit with which they had
attended to perfect themselves in military discipline.”

W Militia Cavalry Ovrders, September 17, 1799-—The
Captain Commandant bas been authorised by the Right
Honaorable the Governor-General, to convey His Lordship's
thanks to the corps, for their attention to him, on his return to
the Presidency. Captain Farquharson feels the utmost pleasure,
in being able to inform the gentlemen under his command, that
His Lordship has expressed himsell highly satisfied with the
appearance, and conduct of the corps, and he is ptnuded, that
this approbation of the Governor-General mast stimulate the
members of it to new efforts not only to show themselves worthy
of the opinion His Lordship has been pleased to express, but
to render themselves cqual to any duty they may be called
upon to perform.”

7
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In consequence of the increase of the Calcutia Militia
‘Cavalry, they were on the 1ath November 1799, separated {rom
the Calcutta Militia Infantry, and formed into two troops,
commanded by a major. Each troop consisted of a captain, a
lieuteniant and a cornet, besides four non-commissioned officers,
an adjutant, a farrier and a trumpeter. The strength of the
two troops, exclusive of officers, was seventy-eight men.

The Calcutta Militia Cavalry and Infantry acquitted them-

selves so well on their inspection in March 1800, by the
Governor-General, that it elicited the following order i—

Militia Orders, by the Right Homorable the Govermor-

General, 14th March, 1800—"The parade and exercise of
Caleutta Militia Cavalry and Infantry to be discontinued, until
the 1st November mnext. In releasing the Calcutta Militia
Cavalry and Infantry from the duties of the parade during the
hot scason, the Right Honorable the Governor-General deems
#t to be his duty to return his thanks to the commandant and
to all the field, commissioned and non-commissioned officers
and private soldiers, as well European as Armenian, who by
their regular attendance and attention to their military duties,
have manifested a just sense of the public interest, and an
unremitting zeal to defend the great cause which has excited
throughout the British Empire such noble efforts of fortitude
and public spirit.

“The Governor-General is satisfied that the laudable
exertions of the British subjects in this quarter of the globe,
will receive from their countrymen at home, the most cordial
testimonies of gratitude and applause.

" While the Governor-General expresses his approbation of
the public spirit and attention to their duty, manifested by the
whale of the Calcutta Militia Cavalry, and by & very consider-
able portion of the Calcutta Militia Infantry, justice requires
that he should confine the application of this sentiment to those
officers and private soldiers, whose punctual attendance and
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exemplary diligence have afforded satisfactory proof of their
firm adherence to the principles on which the Calcutta Militia
was formed.

w Although the happy re-establishment of the tranquillity
and security of the British possessions in India has enabled His
Lordship to dispense during the t:usuinf hot season with the
altendance of the Calcutta Militia on the ‘parade, His Lordship
trusts that, during this interval of relaxation, the condition of
the horses, arms and accoutrements will not be neglected, and
that the corps of Cavalry and Infantry will bold themselves in
readiness to be reassembled on the shortest notice, should the
exigency of public affairs induce the Governor-General to call
for their attendance and services at an earlier period than that:
specified in these orders. (Sd.) T. SALMOND, Milp: Secy.”

Militia Orders, by the Most Noble the Governor-Gineral,
Fort William, February 16, 1801.—"In dismissing . the In--
fantry of the Calcutta European Militia for the approaching
season, the Governor-General signifies his entire approbation of-
the appearance of the corps on the 14th instant. His Lordship
remarked. with particular satisfaction the general-appearance of .
tl!ﬁmpﬁi‘n line, and when passing in review ; the march in
open column was exact, and the distances between the several’
divisions were well preserved.  The mancuvres were executed
with a degree of accuracy which could not Kave Been expected’
from-a corps whose opportunities of practice have necessarily
been so limited; the fire was; inegeneral, close and precises:
Fhe officers and non-commidsioned officers manifested the most
commendable attention and intelligence; on the whole this
review has satisfied the Governor-General, that the practice of
snother season will improve the discipline: of the Calcutta,
European Militia to the full extent of the important ohjecis
which His Lordship proposed to attain by its revival; and the
Governor-General cutertains the firmest conbdence, that in its
present state, this respective c{.:-rp; wo;ld prove a most usef

ngv
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addition to the defences of the seat of the Supreme Govern-
ment, under any extraordinary exigency of the public service.
(Sd) M. SHAwe, Mily. Secy."”’

The Mardras Militia, under the command of Major Taswell,
were reviewed on the 1st February, 18or, by His Excellency
Licutenant-General Lake, who was pleased to express himself
highly gratified with the appearance and discipline of that
body, :

Militia Orders, by His Excellency the Most Nable the
Governor-General, Fort William, and March, 18or—""The
Governor-General observed with great satisfaction the military

ce of the corps of Calcutta Cavalry at the review this
morning. The good condition of the horses, and the regularity
and Fcuilim of the corps, in all the movements which it
performed, deserve much commendation. His Excellency
particularly approved the rapidity of the several charges, and
the exact preservation of the line in each charge. The corps is
now relieved for the season from attendance at the fixed hours
of parade. His Excellency entertains no doubt that by a regular
attention to the duties of the parade, the discipline of this
corps in another season will be brought to a high degree of
perfection.  (Sd.) M. SHAwE, Mily. Secy.”

On the 13th October, 1801, the officers of the Madras
Militia presented Captain Brown, the * Regulating Captain,”
‘with 4 sword as a token of their esteem, on the occasion of his
embarkation on return 1o Europe.

In Bombay Castle orders, dated 2and October, 1801, the
Governor of Bombay expresses the great satisfaction he ex-
pericnced from personally observing, at the inspection held the
previous day, the “very forward state of discipline, martial
appearance and steady order under arms, of the Hon'ble Com-
pany's corps of Fencible Infantry.”—* The zeal and readiness
they have displayed” (says the Governor of Bombay ) “in
attaining a competent knowledge of military dutys—and the
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accuracy with which that duty is now executed, entitle them not
only o individual applause, but Lo the approbation of their
country.”

At the close of the same yeaffy the Vice-President in
Council issued the following proclamation ;—

W Foré William 1oth December, 1801.—In pursuance ol
orders received from His Excellency the Most Noble the
Governor-General, the Honorable the Vice-President in Council
hereby orders and directs all the European inhabitants of the
fown of Calcutta, who have not enrolled themselves in the corps
of Calcutta Militia, to assemble on the Militia parade, om
Tuesday next, the 15th instant, at 7 o'clock in the morning,
to be there duly mustered and enrolled. Sd. J. LUMSDEN,
Chigf Secy. fo the Govt.” What wasa volunteer (or rather
voluntary) movement among the European inhabitants of
Calcutta, on the anticipation of invasion by the French, was
now made a compulsory service, and without pay, by the
paternal Government of ‘the time.

Three years later we find the same compulsion exercised in
the following general order by the Governor-General in Council,
dated Fort William, 318t October, 1804 :—*' His Excellency the
Most Noble the Governor-General in Council is pleased to direct,
that the European Militia of Calcutta, Cavalry and Infantry, do
assemble on their respective parades for exercise, on Monday,
the 1ath of November. His Excellency in Council also further
directs that all Eqropean inhabitants of Calcutts, who have. not
alfeady been enrolled inthe Militia, do attend at the Infantry
parade, on Tuesday, the 13th November, and give in their
names to the regulating officer, for the purpose of being enrolled
on that day. (Sd) L. Hooxk, Secy. fo Gout"

What would our Volunteers say to such arbitrary mecasutes
on the part of the Goverament as the following i—
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w Proclamation by His Excellency the Most Honorable the
Governor-General in Council, Fort William, 17tk December,
1804 :—Whereas His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor-
General ui Council haé received information that wvarious
persons not in the service of His Majesty, or of the Honorable
Company, who have enrolled themselves in the Calcutta
European Cavalry and Infantry Militia, have constantly absented
{hemselves without leave from the parades; and whereas
His Excellency in Council has observed with great concemn the
neglect of such persons in the performance of their duty towards
that Government that protects them, and which has required
their service in the Militia for the eventual defence of the State
against the enemy; public notice is herehy given to all sucl
persons, that unless they shall regularly attend the parades of
the Militin, or allege sufficient reason for their absence {rom
the same, the Governor-General in  Council will withdraw
from them their respective licences to reside in India, together

with the protection of this Government; and all such persons,

neglecting to pay due attention to this public notification, will

be ordered by the Governor-General in Council, to proceed to

Europe by the earliest opportunity.”

“ The magistrates of the town ol Caleutta are directed to
give notice to all persons who have neglécted to attend the
parades of the Militia (lists of whose names are depasited at
the Police office) requiring the attendance of such persons at
the Palice, on or before Friday, the 21st instant. All persons,
who shall receive such notice from the magistrates, are hérehy’
required to furnish, for the information of the Governor-General
s Council, a distinct statement of their respective Teasons for
having absented themselves from the service of the Militia.

“ All Europeans residing in or near Calcutta, and not being.
in the Naval or Military service of His Majesty or of the

Honorable Company, are hereb

parade, on Friday, the 215t instant, for the purpose of enrolling:

y enjoined to attend the Militia

T T i
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their respective names, either in the Cavalry or Infantry
Militia.

“Published by command of His Excellency the Most Noble
the Governor-General in Council. J. LuMspEN, Chief Secy. fo
the Government."”

The reign of the Calcutta Volunteers extended for some
years into the present century. It would be easy to multiply
anecdotes illustrative of the military eccentricities of the Anglo-
Indian Volunteers; but they differ little from those which are
told of the amateur soldiering on the banks of the Thames. One
exception, however, may be made, for it his often been related,
that on wet mornings, when the Calcutta Volunteers turmed out
for parade on foot; every gentleman had a servant in attendance,
with a brick to place beneath his master's feet; and they who
know the state of the Calcutta maidaun or great plain, in the
middle of the rains, will not much wonder at the prl:muﬁnn
taken against the cffects of wet feet.

During the Mutiny when General Havelock was about to
proceed against the enemy, finding himsell without Cavalry,
which he considered an essential arm of his force, the General
obtiined permission to raise a Volunteer Cavalry, Thwbhﬂj’
consisted of " officers of regiments which had mutinied, or had
been disbanded; of indigo-planters; of patrols; of burnt-out
shopkeepers; in short, of all who were willing to join him.”
This body was placed under the command of Captain Barrow of
the s5th Madras Light Cavalry. Lieutenant Chalmers of the 45th
Native Infantry, was one of the first of the officers who
volunteered to serve as privates in the Volunteer Cavalry.
Eighteen men were soon enrolled.  This little band did wondors
in the fatiguing campaign,—" often without a teat or cover of
any sori to shelter them from the rain or sun, with bad provisions
and hard work—side by side with the privates they took their

turn of duty, and side by side with them they fought, were

wounded and some of them died.” When they got into Lucknow,

&
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and " were useless as cavalry, they cheerfully took the musket,
and night and day, at one of the most important posts, did
sentry duty with the men.”

At the battle of Cawnpore on the 16th July, the Volunteer
Cavalry, numbering only cighteen sabres, were ordered to
charge & body of the enemy. * Led by their noble commander,
Captain Barrow, with waving swords and loud cheers, they
dashed on, and deep did they dye their swords in the blood of
the enemy. At length the little band was obliged to pull up,
when they found their number diminished by one-third ; one
trooper had been killed, and another wounded ; two horses were
killed and two unsble o move from wounds. As they drew
rein, they were rewarded for their gallantry by the ringing
plaudits of the infantry, who had witnessed their exploit, and
the approving smile of the General as he exclaimed—* Well
done, gentlemen Volunteers ; you have done well. 1 am proud
to command you.'

This body of Volunteers was, through the exertions of the
General, increased till at the taking of Bithoor their number
was eighty, and a most valuable arm they were in all the severe
engagements in which they part. This number was still further
increased before the final advance into Oude to one hundred
and nine sabres, and through that harassing march they showed
gheir gallantry and usefulness in foraging and obtaining
intelligence, and engaging in the pursuit of the enemy:

When the mutiny broke out the inhabitants of Calcutta
responded to the call for Volunteers, and numbers of all classes

turned out, were drilled and soon became a Very respectable

bady of soldiers. The movement spread to the upper provinees
and ever since corps have been formed in Calcutta and every
ctation of note from the capital to Peshawar, on wlna
dependance can be placed in any future time of need. o

-
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CHAPTER VL
e s L ol

DOMESTIC SERVANTS AND WORKMEN.

THE popular idea of Anglo-Indians, partly gleaned from
various books of travel, partly the result of traditions dating

from the time of Warren Hastings' trial, and in a great measure

the result of recollections of the Arabian Nights, was that they
lived in bungalows (generally supposed to be palaces;) surround-
ed by all the accessories of oriental splendour. Fountains with
pleasing murmur scattering cooling spray over the marble
pavement, while troops of dusky white-clad servants stood near
with watchful regard awaiting the nod of their master, wha,
buried in a pile of yielding cushions, gently breathed forth the
fumes of perfumed tobacco from a jewelled hookah. At a sign
from him cool sherbet and * the weepings of the Shiraz vine™
were brought by the ready attendants, and when in the evening
he issued forth, gilded palanquins and a proud array of noble

ﬁﬁﬂ;ﬁ!ﬂm awaited his languid choice. Some such idea as.
is, though never perhaps expressed in 50 many words,

pumbers of people at home formed of the mode of lﬁfn!ﬁlui!‘
countrymen whose lot it was to pass their lives in India. Let
s in the interests of truth and reality, describe a subaltern’s
bungalow as it really was in the upper provinces, and let those
whom our picture offends by sits pre-Raphaclitc ugliness,
reconeile themselves to it by the reflection that it is faithfol a8 a

géneral typical representation.

‘Tﬁlﬂugm: then in the carlier times a low two-roomed mtﬁgq
'll‘itﬁ a ‘H:mmhh in {ront, in which was an American chair ; in
which with his legs resting on the arms, sat a gentleman placidly
smoking a cheroot and reading. If you go inside you find in the
© fist room a table littered over with magazines; books, wriling
s
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-materials, cheroot cases, and a Hindustani dictionary. Twe
«chairs and a hard sofa completed the furniture of the room,
‘unless a gun in the corner and some deer or tiger skins on the
matted floor, may also be comprehended under that designation.
On entering the other room you saw some three or four boxes
arranged dlong the wall, a low bedstead in the middle, a large
copper basin in the corner on a triangular stand, and a chest of
drawers  contrived a double debt to pay,” the top of which had
Been ingeniously converted into a toilet table, and supported 2
small looking-glass.and a pair of brushes.

# Ayound these wonders as you cast a look,"

#you were prabably astonished by a shout from the verandah of
# Bo—o—o—oy," which is again and again repeated with start-
ling energy. On going out to see what the matter is, you found
that the owner of the palatial residence just described wanted a
light for his cheroot, or perhaps a bottle of soda-water, and was
endeavouring to rouse up a servant. As all the domestics were
fast asleep in small huts at some distance from the bungalow,
doors and windows tight shut, this was a task of no litile
difficulty, and could not be accomplished without a considerable
expenditure of breath. Perseverance was, however, rewarded at
length, and a very sleepy-looking servant came up with his
turban all awry, and brought what was required, on which his
master returned to his former occupation with unmffied
composure.

The Calcutta servants arg chiefly natives of Bengal, and
of a class which are estimated at a very low ebb in morality.
They are patient, forbearing, generally speaking grave and quiet
in their demeanor. Without principle they are thoroughly in-
different to their masters’ interests, and their indifference begets
4 like indifference on the part of the master to the servants'
feelings; and their want of spirit and energy seems further, too
dften, to'beget the opinion that they have no feelings to hurt.
lgrioranee of ‘their language bars appealing to or correcling
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them in a proper manner; and thus it follows, that their fears or
self-interests are supposed, and, in many cases too truly, to be
their only assailable points. The feelings, thus engendered-
toward the servants, extend themselves to the people at large.
The domestics are of various castes, and from various parts of
India. And so tenacious are they in the matter of caste that
should a Feringi or kafir, or one of another caste, touch
accidentally an article of their cooking paraphernalia while
preparing their food, or lay a finger on their hooka—pollution
of the article or the food would be the result. And what shall
Be said of the peculative propensities of the domestic; every
bousekeeping lady and gentleman can answer for hersell and:
himself on this most exhaustive subject.

As a rule, Anglo-Indians (we speak more particularly of.
those in the service of Government) are kind to their servants
and to those natives with whom they are thrown into eontact..
Intimacy there cannot be : the difference of race, colour, religion-
character, and last, not least, the omnipresent system of caste
forbid that. Even where Europeans make advances, the
natives for the most part draw back, partly from innate dislike,
and partly perhaps from a vague suspicion, which is widely
spread, that we wish to destroy their caste by underhand means.
Add to this the fact, that it is impossible for an ordinary native
to understand the motives and springs of action of an English
gentleman, and it will be seen how impossible it is for the two
to be on intimate friendly relations.

We acknowledge candidly that the manner ol Europeans
towards their dusky fellow-subjects is often not very conciliatory ;
but we can hardly wonder at it, when we see so many natives
displaying the very vices and failings that are calculated to
excite the disgust of an Englishman. We see men continually
indulging in gross debauchery of the vilest kind, ill-treating
women, and yet crying like children themselves for the Jeast
hurt, cripging to and fawning upon their immediate supesjors:
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but insolent to all others, and utterly regardless of the claims
of honor, truth, and gratitude; and we cannot be surprised
that those who hold such weaknesses and such vices in  peculiar
contempt and abhorrence, should allow ther sentiments to be
seen in their conduct.

" Considerable inconvenience having been experienced from
the indefinite manner in which Evropean female servants were
taken to England, in attendance on passengers on board of
ships, the Court of Directors ordered that certain rules should
be enforced making it compulsory on all parties tnki:ug servants
to provide for their return to India. A dﬂpuﬂt of £roo mﬂ‘lﬂd
of £50 as heretofore, was ordered to be made in the fomplnjr'j
treasury at Calcutta previous to their embarkation. If the
woman was the wife of a non-commissioned officer or private,
it was to be stated whether the woman's intention was to apply
for leave to return to India.

_ The following list of the rates of native servants’ wages
which governed in Calcutta in 1759, and the great increase
which had taken place in the following quarter of a century,
will exhibit in a forcible manner the extravagant system of
house-keeping which was forced even on those who had not
the means to indulge in luxuries :—

In 17%0- In 1785,
WiConsumah ... .. R, 5 o Rs 10 tolases
Chobdar ... POl - T
Hcﬁ.ﬂ(:ﬂnk wen sas o 5 0 n 15 to 30
~ Coachman ... e e R | N
"Head Female servant ..., i gen -
b Jemadar .. s i P e 8to 1%
fﬂ!ldmutgar' i  pal T Gt . B2
"_‘Ehﬁk'sﬁrst Mate ik el o 6 to 1253
" 'Head Bearer Ap Lmetiye ot 1600
“Second Female servant ... w3 0 Roae T
Pedat s D5 il Sy M Ry [T
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In t750. Toi 1785,
Bearer - - R& 2 8 Re -4
Wagherman ... AR a .0 15 to 20
Ditto to a single gentleman i 8 . Gto ~B
Syee s g 0 £Eto 6
Masalchee ... e 200 &
, -Sizﬂing‘.ﬂarher Vo Ul L RS
- Hair dresser TN F o I L
~ Khurtchburdar Y 2 0 54
House Mally T L, o
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Do. to single gentleman 1 n] g 4o 6
Wetnurse 4 0O 13 to 16
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“The expenses of this settlement,” writes the Prvate
Secretary of Sir Philip Francis, “are beyond all conception.
Mr. Francis pays £5003a year for a large but rather mean house,
like & barn, with bare walls and not a single glass window. His
establishment of scrvants, which is thought pitiful, consists of
sixty. 1 maintain fifteen, and yet am forced sometimes to clean
my own shoes. My greatest comfort is to turn them aﬂnut,m;i
lock the doors.” The idea of the private secretary to a member
of the Supreme Council keeping fifteen servants, and having to
clean his own shoes, is quite refreshing, while his barring his
doors against his own servants, and thus reducing himsell to a
state of siege, is feadal in its simplicity.

In the * Proceedings” of the zoth March 17060, the wages of
servants were fixed by the Goveroment as follows :—*Chabdars,
4;;35._ per month; Female servants, Rs. 3; Shaving and Wi{;
barbers, Rs.1; Jemadars, Rs. 5; Coachmen, Rs. I.|,'; Doorias,
Rs.2;" and it was resolved that " whoever gives higher wages
than limited in the report, be not entitled to any redress from the
Court of Zemindary.! The Government also took into accgunt
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the exorbitant price of labor exacted from menial servants by
“tailors, washermen and barbers, and fixed the following rates:—
" Tailor for making one jamma, 3 annas, one with a border, 7
annas; one aungerkhan, 2 annas; one pair of drawers, 7 pun of
cowries; washerman for one corge of picces, 7 pun of cowries;
barber for shaving, 7 gundas.”

. Servants in Calcutta were as extortionate in the last
century, perhaps more so, than they are at present. Mrs. Fay
writes of them in #780:—" My khansaman (or house-steward)
brought in a charge for a gallon of milo and thirteen eggs,
for making scarcely a pint and-a-hali of custard; this was so
barefaced a cheat, that | refused to allow it, on which he gave
me warning. [ sent for another, and, after [ had hired him,
*Now,' said I, * take notice, | have enquired into the market
price of every article that enters my house and will submit to
no imposition ; you must therefore agree to deliver in a just
account to me every morning. What reply do you think he
made ? why he demanded double wages! You may be sure §
dismissed him, and have since forgiven the first, but not till he
Had salamed me to my foot, that is, placed his right hand under
my foot, this is the most abject token of submission (alas! how
much better should I like little common honesty.) | know him
to be a rogue, and so are they all, but as he understands me
now, he will perhaps be induced to use rather more moderation
in his attempts to defraud. At first he used to charge me with
twelve ounces of butter a day for each person; new he grants
that the cousumption is only four ounces.”

There was a class of native servants in Calcutta formerly,
which now scarcely exists, namely, peons to run before the
palankeen, and carry the master's chatta or message; the
chatta-walla, who bore a large umbrella over pedestrians; the
abdar or water.cooler; the masalchee or torch-bearer, whose
business was to run with Aambeaux before the carmage or
palankeen ; the hookahburdar to attend to the hookah; the

e YR
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chobdar or mace-bearer; and the sontaburdar, who was inferior
to the chobdar and bore only a baton.

The Superintendent of Police having represented to the
Honorable the Governor-General and Council the necessity of
forming some regulations for retrenching the wages and reform-
ing the conduct of the native servants of Caleutta, the
Honorable Board were pleased to favour them on the sth April,
1786, with the following answer:—* That they are of opinion
the wages of servants should be regulated by the inhabitants at
large, who may appoint a committee to prepare and form a
plan for that purpose, which the Honorable Board will be very
glad to receive and take into consideration. The Super-
intendent, therefore, proposed, and a general meeting of the
inhabitants was held at the Old Court House, on the 13th Apnl,
when the necessary measures were adopted.

A registry office for servants was opened by Mr. R. Now-
land, on the 1st of July, 1794, at No. 6 Bankshall Street. The
# regulations” were rather vast—they were formed, says the
advertiser—*to ensure the good behaviour and honesty of
servants, and to secure them a decent subsistence when old age
and other infirmities render them incapable of service.” This
was indeed a novel undertaking, and we do not wonder that it
was not of long continuance.

After “a large dinner” in 1811, to which every body
brought his own servant, or servants, it was absolutely necessary
to prevent all egress from the premises till the knives, forks and
spoons had been counted. The servants, who in those days
stood behind the chair of their masters, were Mussulmen of the
lowest description, who had not the slightest objection to
plunder their infidel masters whenever they had the opportunity.
The same may be said of them at the present day.

Complaints having been made of the insolent behaviour of
menials in Calcutta, and there being no law by which they
could be punished; on the 23rd March, 1816, it was considered
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necessary by the Governor-General and Couneil to pass o jaw
making insolence on the part of servants punishable 