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CHARLES TOWNSEND, Efg;

SIR,

LAS T year you indulged me
with an opportunity of com-
municating to you, fome anecdotes
(little known) relative to the Mogul
Empire, and the ftate of our Eaf
India trade;—-in the courfe of that
)mnference, you manifefted to me
"fuch profound penetration, and fuch
a ready comprehenfion of thefe fub-
jeéts, that I could not refift cherifh-
ing a defire, to fubmit to the pub-
lic my future labors on theft interefl-
 bnder the aufpices of
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DEDICATION

your name. I ]atel}c intimated that
with and intention, when you moft

_obligingly and pohtei}' favored me,

withfyour permiffion to dedicate to
you zhis F:r_‘/f Part of the Work,
which at prefent employs ‘my leifure
hours: I now avail myfelf of the

licence you have honoured me with,

and beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf, "
with true refpect

SIR,
Your moft obliged
and moft obedient

humble fervant, .

Mzunt Felix in Surry, L_,._
Augwlk 218, 1755 ’

-

J. Z. HO L




L T

If":@-:?_.r' l . < f?"
| i
———
& N/ .
X415
TO THE ; :

PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

HEN a man excited by an irrefit-

able and laudable impulfe for the

good of his cauntriv], Sfirjt Jpeaks before an
Auguft Affembly ; he feels a certain kind of
dread, awe, and trepidation, which he finds
himfelf unable immediately to conquer ; ef-
pecially if hehas not been much ufed to fpeak

. in public, or perchance poflefles fome fhare

of modefty in his compofition,—Thus, L
conceive, it fares with every confiderate
author, on his firft appearance before that
Auguft Affembly THE PUBLIC.

In this plight I felt myfelf in the year
1758, when 1 exhibited to you a fcene of
B
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unparalleled horror and diftrefs, which I
judged not dhworthy a plaee in‘ous anmals;

juflice anﬁi'thc neceffity of the times

lately urged my fecond appeararice, and

obliged me'to draw my pen in defence of

injured worth and charatter: but now, by

ufe and indulgence grown bolder, (a very

common cafe) | prefent myfelf before you of

my own voluntary choice.

Independency, and a pleafing retirement,
however deleciable in themielves, have yet
their feafons of wacancy and leifure, that
may want filling up.—And haﬁpy ought
that man to efteem himfelf, who can em-
ploy thofle veids and blanks in time to the
emolugent, or even literary amufement of
mank&nd.

Such is my fitaation, and fuch are my
motives, for taking up the pen again; mo-
tives, fo laudable in themfelves, will, 1 truft;
engage the candor and indulgence of my
readers for any defets in the following .
performance.

. The Eaff-Indies, and particularly Bengall,
are now become fo important an object and
concern to Great-Britain, that every eluci-
dation thercof, muft I think be acceptable,

that
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that is founded on facty jult obfervations,
and faithful recitals. '

Through a courfe of thirty years refi
dence in Bengall, my leifure hours were
employed in colle@ing materials relative to
the tranfaétions, revolutions and occurren-
ces of that invaluable country, and the re-
ligious tenets of its inhabitants, natives
of Indoftan; which 1 flattered myfelf, when
reduced to form and order, might prove
worthy your attention, '

It is well known that at the capture of
Calcutta, A. D. 1756, 1loft many curious
Gentoo manufcripts, and among thenfggwo
very corret and valuable copies @f the
Gentoo Shaftab. They were procur me
with fo much trouble and expence; that
even the commiffioners of reftitution,
though not at all difpofed to favor me, al-
lowed me two thoufand Madras rupees in
recompence for this particular lofs; but the

- moft irreparable damage 1 fuffered under

. this head of gricvances, was a tran{lation
1 made of a confiderable part of the Sha/~
tab, which had coft me eighteen months
hard labor : as that work opened upon me,

I diftinétly faw, that the ;’l@rﬁa%, as

~ well as the Cofmogony of the Egyptians,
\ ¢ . Greeks and Romans, were borrowed fn:hm
B2 e
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the doctrines of the Bramins, contained in
this book, even-to the copying their ex-
teriors of worfhip, and the diftribution of
their idols, though grofsly mutilated and
adulterated. But more of this in the courfe
of my prefent work,

I thould in the compafs of one year more,
with the clofe application, I intended be-
ftowing on it, have accomplifhed a complete
tranflation of the whole baftab, that would
I flattered myfelf have been a valuable ac-

uifition to the learned world, had not the
;]atal cataftrophe of ﬁfty«ﬁx put it totally
out of my power ever to attempt it again.,

From that change in our affairs abroad,
a new chain of purfuits engroffed my time
and attention, lg that I could no longer
devote cither, to the ftudies I had before fo
much at heart—however, during the laft
eight months of my refidence in Bengall,
being freed from the plagues of govern-
ment, (thanks to my very bomourable maj~
ters for it) I reaflumed my refcarches with
tolerable fuccefs, which joined to fome ma-
nufcripts recovered by an unforefeen and
extraordinary event (that poffibly I may
hereafter recite) enables me to undertake

the tafle T now affign myfelf,
It JL
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Itis true I intended a much nobler enter-
‘tainment for my readers; but as that is now
irrecoverably beyond my reach, without
once more doubling the Cape of Good Hope,
(to which I feel not the leaft inclination)
we muft content ourfelves with the homel
fare we have before us, ranged in the btf{
manner our ftraitened circumflances will
admit of—as it is eflfentially neceffary at
this interefting period, that we fhould be
able to form fome clearer ideas of a people,
with whom we have had fuch 1mpm‘tmt
tranfactions, and of whom fo little is truely
known *.

Having ftudioufly perufed all that has
been written of the empire of Indsflan,
both as to its ancient, as well as more ma-
dern ftate ; as allo the various accounts
tranfmitted to us, by authors in almoft all
ages (from Arrian, down to the Abbé de
‘Guyon) concerning the Hindsos, and the re-
ligious tenets of the Bramins, 1 venture to
. pronounce them all very defeétive, falla-
cious, and unfatisfactory to an inquifitive
fearcher after truth, and only tend to
convey a very imperfet and unjult fem-

* Here 1 would be underftood to mean the Genfoes
only, now laboring under Mabsmetan tyranny, but
fated, I hope, foon to feel the bleffings of a-mild Briti
government.

B 3 blance
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blance of a people, who from the earlieft
times have been an ornament to the crea-
tion—if {o much can with propriety be faid
of any known people upon earth,

- All the modern writers reprefent the
Hindses as a race of ftupid and grofs Idalz-
‘fors: from the ancients indeed thefe people
met with better treatment ; although they
too as well as the others were equally igno-
Tant in the {ubje@s they treated of.

The modern authors who have wrote on
the ‘principles and worthip of the Hindsos,
- are chiefly of the Romifb communion, there-
fore we need wonder the lef that they
(from a fuperftitions zeal infeparable from
that communion) fhould depreciate and
traduce the mythology of the venerable
ancient Bramins, on fo flender a founda-
tion as a few infignificant literal tranflations
of the Predam, and thefe not made from
‘the book itfelf, but from unconnected fcraps
and bits, picked up here and there by hear-
fay from’ Hindsos, probably as ignorant as’
themfelves.

From fuch weak grounds and evidence
as this, and by the help of a few exhibi-
tions of the Hiudoos, ﬁ:mr'rfg‘? monftrous
idols, the Pgpifh authors hefitate not to
TN 2 ftigmatize %
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ftigmatize thofe moft venerable fages the
Bramiéns, as having inftituted dotrines and
worthip, which if believed, would reduce
them below the level of the brute creation,
as every reader muft have obferved, who has
miffpent his time in the perufal of them; in
the way of their proper calling and func-
tion, they were however right ; as having
been appointed to propagate their own
fyftem of theology abroad ; though ftrictly
fpeaking, their own tenets were more ido-
latrous than the {yltem they travelled fo far
to arraign:’ ‘On this miftaken method and
falfe zeal of propagating any Jfairh at any
rate, 1 beg to be indulged in making the
following general reflections, which!natu=
rally arife from the fubject before us.

Thatignorance, {uperftition and partiality
to ourfelves, are too commonly the caufe of
prefumption and contempt of others—thafe
whofe knowledge of ftaies and kingdoms ex-
tendsno further than thelimitsof theirnative
land, .often imagine all beyond it fearce
worth their thoughts, or at leaft greatly in-
ferior in comparifon with their ownj a °
conclufion natural, though unjuft——If
from clime and country we proceed to in-
dividuals, we fhall {ee the fame unwarrant-
able prepoffeflion and preference to felf

' B4 take
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tike place; and proceeding ftill further in
our reflections, we may obferve the fame
confined way of thinking and judging,
leads the multitude (and I wilh I could fay
the multitude only) of every nation and
fe&, tolarraign and have in utter detefta-
tion and contempt, the religious principles
and -worthip of all that happen to be out
of the pale of their own church or mode
of faith,

. That every nation and /zé# fhould have a
high and even fuperior opinion of the reli-
gious principles, under which they were
,gom and edycated, is extremely natural and
juft, provided they do not from an intem-
perate zeal or religious vanity (now do much
the fathion) prefume to condemn, depre-
ciate or- invade the religious principles of
‘others —this condemning fpirit can proceed
only from one of the three following
caufes, 2 defect in underftanding, a want
of knowledge of the world (in men and
things). or a bad (and reftlefs) heart. The
falvation of mankind, fo much pretended, -
has no place in the hearts or labors of thefe
zealots, or they would not go about feeking
whom they can confound in fpirit, deftroy-
iﬁ the peace and tranquillity of their poor
fellow chriftians. - ' :
: Meg
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- Men who have been converfant with fo-
reign countries, and made proper and benevo-
lent remarks on' the manners and principles
of their inhabitants, will not cfcfpil'e or
condemn the different ways by which they
approach the Deity, but revere it ftill asa
divine worfhip, though they may pioufly
lament it deviates fo much from their
own.

To refeue diftant nations from the grofs
conceptions entertained of them by the
multitude, of all other perfuafions, is the
true bufinels and indifpenfable duty of a
Traveller ; or elfe his travels and remarks,
can only amufe his readers, without con-
veying to them any ufeful inftrution or folid
fatisfa&ion,

A meer defeription of the exterior man-
ners and religion of a people, will no more
give us a true idea of them, than a geogra-
phical defeription of a country, can convey
a juft conception of their laws and govern-
ment ; the traveller muft fink deeper in his
refearches, would he feaft the mind of an
underftanding reader.—His telling us fuch
and fuch a people, in the Egff or Weft-
Indies, worfhip this flock, or that ftone;
or monftrous idol ; only ferves to reduce in

our
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our efteem, our fellow creatures, to the
moft abjet and defpicable point of light.
Whereas, was he iillﬂi in the language
of the people he defcribes, fufficiently to
trace the etymology of their words and
phrafes, and capable of diving into the
myfteries of their theology; he would
probably be able to svince us, that fuch
feemingly prepofterous worfhip, had the
moft {fublime rational fource and foundation.

The traveller, who without thefe effen-
tial requifites, (as well as .induftry and
a clear underftanding) pretends to defcribe
and fix the religious tenets of any nation
whatever, difhoneftly impofes his own  re-
wveries on the world, and does the greateft
injury and violence to letters, and the canfe
of humanity—How far the produtions of
moft travellers may juftly fall under this
cenfure, I {ubmit to the public.

To the want of this attention and capa-
city in the traveller, we may afcribe in a
great meafure, the defpicable, and I dare
fay unworthy notions, we too aptly enter-
tain of moft nations very remote from us;
whereas were we better informed, we
fhould find our minds opened, our un-
derftandings enlarged, and ourfelves in-

fpired
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fpired with that benevolence for aur fpecies,
without which the human form becomes
rather a difgrace than ornament.

I am forry to fay, that in general the ac-
counts publithed of the manners and reli-
gious principles of tbe Eaff and Wefi-In-
dies, have been in the light and f{uperficial
way before objected to: but as my know-
ledge extends only to the former, 1 fhall
confine my remarks to them ; and endea-
vor to extricate them in fome degree from
the grofs abfurdities we have conceived of
them: confefling myfelf amazed that we
thould {o readily believe the people of In-
doflan a race of ftupid Idblators, when to
our cofts, in a political and commercial
view, we have found them fuperior to |
us.

Having tranfiently mentioned the #ze-
dam and Shaflab, (the Gentess feriptures)
it is neceffary 1 fhould inform you—The
book firft named, is followed by the Gen-
" toos of the Mallabar and Cormardel coafts,
and alfo of the Ifland of Ceyln.—The
Shaflab is followed by the Gentoos of the
provinces of Bengall, and by all the Gen-
toos of the reft of fndia, commonly called
India proper; that is to fay—the greateft

part
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part of Oriffe, Bengall proper, Babar, Ba-
naras, Ouad, Eleabas, Agra, Delty, &,
all along the courfe of the rivers Ganges and
Jumna to the Indus.

Both thefe books contain the inftitutes
of their refpetive relig ons and worfhips,
as well as the hiftory of their ancient Ra-
Jabs and princes; often couched under al-
legory and fable; their antiquity is conten-
ded for by the partifans of each—but the
fimilitude of their names, idols, and great
part of their worthip, leaves little room to
doubt, nay plainly evinces, that both thefe
{eriptures were originally one.—And if we
«compare the great purity and chafte man-
ners of the Shaflab, with the great abfur-
dities and impurities of the Fiadam; we
need not hefitate to pronounce, the latzer
a corruption of the former.—All that I need
add here, is, that my remarks follow the
Shajtak only. '

Tafte in reading differs as much as in
the choice of viands; what proves a delici-
ous morfel to one, is difguftful to another.
1 was never invited to'& ‘fealt in my life,
that I did not regret the abfence of 2 bill
of fare :—Therefore to fave you from this
difficalty, 1 here prefent you'a lift of what

is
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is provided for your entertainment in the
following f{heets, in eight courfes; {o that
if your ftomach does not ftimulate you to
tafte the whole, you will be enabled to
fall to, on that dith which may beft fuir

your appetite.

I. General head. A fhort hiftory of
the fucceffion to the empire of Judgfan,
from Aurenge Zebe to Mabomet Shaw—
This fubject has been already touched upon
by my ingenious fricnd Mr. Yames Frafer,
but being foreign to his more immediate
concern (the invafion of Nadir Shaw) he *
has touched it fo flightly, as to convey
a very imperfet idea of the eircumfances
attending the many aftonifhing changes that
happened in this thort and memorable pe-
riod. Thefe particulars [ was favored with
at Patna, A. D. 1733, by a fenfible A4r-
menian, who refided alternately at Agra
and Delby, in a civil pott of fome truft,
under the emperors during the courfe of
thefe tranfa&ijoas.

II. Tranfa&ions in the fubahdaary of
Bengall, from the period that Yuffer Kban
ruled thefe provinces, to the ufurpation of
the government by Aliverdi Kbhan, with
the extraordinary circumftances att:mii;g

tic
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Having thus fet forth my real motives
for taking up the pen again, and opened
the plan of my intended work; 1 fhall
here clofe this preliminary difcourfe : the
favorable acceptance of my labors, by the

candid public, is all the recompence hoped,
or wifhed for, by their

Obedient humble fervant;

J.Z. HOLWELL,

CHAR
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CHAP L

The fucceffion of tbe Mogull Emperors from
Auring Zebe.

W HOEVER has attentively perufed

the hiftories of the rife of ftates and
kingdoms, muft have made this melancholy
obfervation ; that the approaches to ufurped
royalty, dominion and power, are geme-
rally founded, in the firft inftance, on the
fubduétion of every virtue from the human
breaft : as, the facred tyes of jultice, affi-
nity, gratitude and frue benevolence. A
few exceptions may poffibly fubfift in the
courfe of many thoufaind years, againft our
conclufion ; but they are o very few, that
we think they cannet in the leaft invalidate
our general affertion.

The glittering profpe&s of a crown, fo
dazzle and dim the eye of cool refleétion
and reafon, that it becomes &/ind to every
other confideration of humanity.

Cc Am=
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Ambition, or a reftlefs thirft after power
and dominion, has ever been the bane of the
civil rights and liberties of mankind ; “and
feemsto be a paffion implanted in the original
nature and conftru&ion of man :—if other-
wife, his condu& is wholly unaccountable ;
for we fee thatevery individual of the fpecies,
in every rank and degree, is grafping and la-
bouring to pdflefs "that which every indi-
vidual is fo materially concerned to pre-
vent ; nerther of them adverting to this in-
variable truth: That e who invades the
liberty, rights and property of anmother,
gives, at the fame time, aleflon and juft
caufe for difpofiefling &imfelf—Why this
eternal warfare and contention for dominion
between man and man, colledtively or fe-
parately, (from his creation to this hour)
was originally implanted in him, we may,
in a future differtation, attempt to folve;
here we will only lament, that fo it unde-
niably is.

The miferable effes of this fatal paffion,
for rule is no where ‘more ftrongly exem-
plify’d, than in the fhort recital we are
going to make of the fucceffors of Auring
Zebe to the throne of Indgflan; to which
he himfelf did not arrive without wading
through a fea of blood, and a continued
-chain of almoft unparallel'd religious fraud,

per-
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idy and cruelty ; leaving on record 4
ﬂng;agt proof, Tgt_ no t}rcsg; however fa-
cred, can refift, or come in competition
with, the charms of royalty. His bloody
example was very exactly copied by his
defcendants,

Auring Zebe deceafing the 211t of Fe-
bruary 1707, was fucceeded in the throne
by his fecond fon Mubsmmed Mauzm ; for,
notwithftanding the pofitive injunétion. in
Auring Zebe's laft Will, in favour of his
fon Mabommed Azem Shazo, Mabsmmed
Mauzm adopting the fuccefsful example of

.

1707,

his father, difputed the crown wi his furing
elder brother, who, in battle near Agra, Zebe.,

was defeated and killed. Mabommed Mayzm
was immediately proclaimed Emperor, and
aflumed (amongft other titles mentioned by
Mr. Frafer) the title of Shaw Allum, King
of the World. 1 have, in my colletion,
two gold Mohurs ftruck in this Emperor's
Reign, Anno 1709, and 1711 ; on the firft
was impreffed Shasw Allum ; on the other,
Babadr Shaw, The Valiant King ; which
title he was latterly fondeft of.

His reign, though extended to the term
of fix years, was unhappy and turbulent,
The fortune of war gave him the fucceffion
to hig father's dominions, but he fucceeded

£l ‘not
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not to his capacity and fame; perplexed
with the reftlefs ambition of his four fons,
who in his life time fhewed themfelves
competitors for his crown, he died of dif~
content and grief, Amno 1713.

His four fons were, Mauz O'din, Mabo-
ied 'Azim, Raffeeil al Kaddr, and Khojiffa
skbter ; they had been fome years Gover-
nors of diftin& provinces, and were each,
at the death of their father, at the head of
a puiffant army to fupport their feveral pre-
tenfions to the throne.

Mabommed Azim, being {uperior in force,
wealth, and reputation, to the other three
brothers, they joined in league againft him,
taking the moft folemn oath on Kboran, to
be faithful to each other, and to fubmit to
an equal partition of the Empire in thirds,
as foon as they fhould defeat and fucceed
againft their brother.

In confequence of this compaé, the three
brothers united their refpective armies, a
general battle enfued ; in the firft heat of
which, Mabommed Azim was killed by the
fhot of an arrow, as he was gallantly charg-
ing on his elephant the center of Eis bro-
thers army, which he was informed was

coms=
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commanded in perfon by his eldeft brother
Mauz O'din,

The treafures of Mabommed Azim, by
the dexterity of Zuifecar Kban, an Omrah
in the intereft of Mauz O’din, fell into the
hands of the latter, with which having
privately bought over moft of the troops of
his two remaining brothers, he attacked
them on the field of battle, in violation of
his folemn oath,

The brothers being no ways prepared for
this fudden, unfufpeted and perfidious
ftroke, were capable of making but {mall
refiftance ; the elder of the two Raffeerl al
Kaddr, was prefently killed, and what is
worthy remark, fell upon the body of his
brother Mabommed Azim , Kiojifta Akbter,
the youngeft of the four, collecting fome
few of his own and Rafféeil al Kaddr's
troops, fled towards the province of Deccan
his government, but being purfued 4nd at-
tacked by Mauz O'din, fhared the fame fate
with his brothers.

Thus Mauz O'din became, like his father
and grandfather, pofleffed of the throne of
Indoftan, by the perfidions deftrucion of
his brothers; one circumftance however
might be pleaded in behalf of Mauz O'din,

C3 which
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which neither of the other two could lay
any claim to,—for he was the legal heir to
the crown ; but it may alfo juftly be faid,
that he had waved and given up his legal
right, when he entered into the voluntary
compaé& with his brethren. He was pro-
claimed Emperor by the ftile and title of
Mauz O'din Febandar Shaw, The King awho
poffeffes the World 5 and appointed Zulfecar ™
Kban his Vizir, -

Shaw ¥e.  “febandar was a weak Prince, and very
bardar.  Gon after he thonght himflf in fecure pof=
1715. feffion of the threne, funk and loft himfelf
in the luxuries and debaucheries of the Se-
raglio; fo wholly devoting his hours to a

famed courtefan called Lo/ Koar, (better
known in Indoflan by the pame of Lol
Kaoree) that he negleéted every duty which

ought to diftinguifh the Man and the King.

This courtefan was of exquifite beauty,
and highly excelled as a dancer and finger,
in which profefiion fhe was originally bred ;
befides thefe qualifications, it is faid, her
converfation was engaging and bewitching,
The Monarch, intoxicated with her allure-
ments, had no will but hers; by her in-
fluence fhe filled all places of the higheft
trult and honour with her bafe relations ;
this infatpated conduét, brought the Em-

] : peror
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peror and Empire into the loweft con-
tempt, and gave univerfal difgult to all the
Omrahs and great officers of the kingdom ;
who one by one, under various pretexts,
withdrew themfelves from court, and me-
ditated a favourable conjuntture to depofe
this fovereign.

Amongft the difaffected were two Gene-
= ralsand Omrahs of the court, of diftinguith-
ed charatter and authority, named Hgflan
Aly Khan, and Adbdaliab Kbhan, brothers of
the tribe of the Seyds, for whom Mabome-
#ans bear_a religious veneration.  Thefe in
concert with others of the Omrahs deter-
mined to raife Mabommed Furrukbsir to the
throne; and fuddenly, at the head of a
choice body of troops, retired towards Ben-
gal, where Furrukbsir, then refided.

This young Prince was the fon of Ma-
bommed Azim, already mentioned, and ne-
phew to the Emperor; he had refided fome
years at Dacca, (then the metropolis of
Bengal) by the appointment of his grand-
father Shaw Allum, where he was fo much
beloved, that the inhabitants of that city
to this day, in their common fongs lament
his fate in tears to his memory.

Cig . When
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When Furrukbsir firft received advice of
Shaw Allum’s death, and the fatal cata-
ftrophe of his father and uncles, he with-
drew from Daeca, knowing his uncle, Fe-
handar, would never think himfelf fecure
on the throne, whilft fo near a pretender to
it was in being. Much perplexed, and ir~
refolute what courfe to take, as he was at
the head of an inconfiderate, but faithful
body of horfe, retiring out of the province,
he was met by :xﬁrci‘s meflengers from the
revolters, urging his immediate advance to
Patna in the province of Babaar, where on
his arrival he was received by Seyd Hoffan
Aly Kban, Seyd Abdallab Kban, and other
principal Omrahs and Jefficers, who in-
ftantly proclaimed him Emperor of In-
doffan.

On the firft news of this revolt and com«
getimr, the court was ftruck with a panick;

ut the Emperor, buried in the embraces
of his beloved Lolf Kooree, treated it as an
impotent attempt hardly worth his notice,
contenting himfelf with fending his fon
Eas O'din, at the head of 15000 horle, to
fupprefs him, with orders to bring the trai-
tor's head. ;

Exprefs after exprefs arriving with intel-
lignpcc that Furrukbsir's party gained
" ftrengsh
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firength every hour, and that he was in full
march towards Agre, the Emperor re-in-
forced his fon with a large body of troops,
under the joint command of his Vizir Zul-
Jecar Kban, and his favourite Gokuldas Kban,
between whom there fubfifted much pri-
vate jealoufy and enmity.

Furrukbsivr had by this time drawn to- A
gether a refpedtable army, and thought '7's-
himfelf ftrong enough to quit Patna, which
he accordingly did, and by forced marches
advanced as far as Chivalram in the pro-
vince of Eleabas, where he was met by Eas
O'din, at the head of his 150co horfe.
This young Prince after a fhort conteft,

erceiving the fuperiority of the enemy’s
Fnrc:_s, thought it advifeable to retreat to-
wards Agra, which he did in good order ;
and in a few days was joined ncar Agra by
the troops, fent by the Emperor under the
command of the Vizir and Gabuldas Khan,
to reinforce them : here it was refolved to
wait the approach of the enemy, for which
they did not wait long, and a general battle
quickly enfued.

The Emperor’s forces, by the advice of
Zulfecar Kban, was formed into three di-
vifions : The center was commanded by

Eas
o
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Eas O'din; the right by Gokuldas Khan 3
and the left by Zulfecar Kban.

Furrukbsir obferved the like divifion of
his forces: He gave the command of his
center divifion to Seyd Hoffan Aly Kban s
the right to Seyd Abdallan Kban ; and led
on the left himfelf ; preferring this as the
poit of the greateft honor, becaufe it was
the poft of greateft danger, as being op-
pofed to Gaculdas Kban, who commanded
the right divifion of the Emperor’s forces,
and was juftly efteemed the moft confum-
mate general and intrepid foldier in the
Empire.

Mr. Frafer in his fhort narrative inti-
mates, that the Emperor was in perfon in
this engagement, but herein his intelligence
deceived him ; for it is a known faét, that
he was never roufed {o far from the lethar-
gic plealures he was immerfed in, as once
to quit the Seraglio; and indeed the flat-
tering falfe informations that were hourly
conveyed to him of the defeat of the rebels;
by Loll Kooree (who dreaded his abfence)
prevented his ever beftowing a thought
that way, until it was too late to think of
it to any purpofe. But to refume our fub-

jr:Et.
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The battle was fought with great obfti-
nacy and gallantry on both fides.—Wonders
are recorded of the fpirited actions and per-
fonal bravery of Eas O'din and Gokuldas
Khan, and not lefs reported of the valour
of Furrukbsir and Seyd Hoffan Aly Kban ;
but the decifive firoke of vitory was given
by Seyd Abdallan Kban ; this General, ob-
ferving the Vizir draw off and retire with
his divifion, wheeled and vigoroufly attack-
ed Eas O'din in flank, whillt he was hard
prefled in front by Seyd Hoffan Aly Khban,
Eas O'din at the fame time learning that the
brave Gokuldas Khan was killed, and his
r_xﬁht wing defeated by Furrukbsir, a gene-
ral rout foon followed.—Eas O'din efcaped
with difficulty from the battle, and by a
change of fwift horfes reached Delly, where
in the prefence of his father, he in an hour
died of his wounds,

Furruthsir prudently ordered the troops
to be fpared in the purfuit. This clemency,
and the addrefles of fome emiilaries fent
amongil them, operated {o ftrongly on them,
that to a man they revolted from the Em-

* peror, and joined Furrikbsir; whofe tri-
umph, on this happy fuccefs, was greatly
abated by the abfence and fuppofed death
of Seyd Hoffan Aly Kban. Short fighted
mortal ! lietle didft thou at that time know,
= that
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that thou wert regretting the lofs and life
of the man, who in a very fhort period
would deprive thee of thy own !|——a large
reward being promifed by the Prince, and
{earch being made, Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan
was found amongft the flain with figns of
life, and his recovery effected.

The treacherous condu& of the Vizir
Zulfecar Kban, it was faid, proceeded from
cowardice, and refentment at Gokuldas
Kban being joined in the command with
him (a fource from which the greateft de-
figns have often proved abortive) When
he retired with his divifion he made the beft
of his way to Delby, where foon after, “the
arrival of the unfortunate Eas O'din, too

1|E:13inljr fpoke the deftiny of the Emperor
is Father.

Some fecble attempts were made to raife
frefh troops, and put the city in a pofture
of defence; but the fudden approach of
Furrukbsir put a period to every hope.
‘The Emperor, his uncle, fell into his hands
without refiftance. His head was imme-
diately cut off, and his trunk being fixed up-
on an elephant, was expofed round the city.
His Vizir, Zulfecar Kban, was tied by the
feet to the tail of the fame elephant, and
dragged until he expired: a death cruel,

angd :
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and efteemed the moft difhonorable that
can be infli¢ted upon a criminal; but hardly
adequate for that minifter who facrifices the
intereft and caufe of his King to his own
private refentments. He was little lJament-
ed; for by his mal-adminiftration whilft
Vizir, he had acquired the univerfal hatred
of the people.

Mauz O'din febander Shaw, thus falling o
a facrifice to love and indolence, Mabom- ME'S'
med Furrukbsir was proclaimed Emperor of .4 F
Indsftan without oppolition. The allts rutbiir.
of his government confifted in rewarding
thofe who had raifed him to the throne:
He appointed Seyd Abdallah Kban his 7i-
zir, and Seyd Hoflan Aly Khan his Bukfbi,
or Pay-Mafter General, with the title of
Emir al Omrabs (The Prince of Princes)
and beftowed upon him the government of
Deccan {uitably rewarding tﬁl: other Om-
rahs that had rendred him fervice.

But before we enter on the reign of Fur-
rukbsir, we beg to be indulged a few words
on the late murdered Emperor febander ;
whofe charadter very minutely refembled
that of the unfortunate and licentious Ro-
‘man, Marcus Antonius.

P He
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He was thought by his father, Shaw Ak
fum, the only General capable of repulfing
the dangerous annual invafions of the Bo-
luccais, which threatned the Empire on the
fide of Perfia. Prince Mauz O'din was fent
againft thefe warlike people, at the head of
the choiceft troops in the Empire, and in a
continued campaign of five years ; he had
many and fignal battles with the invaders
that gave him vaft renown, In oneof thefe,
when the enemy was intrenched behind a
ftrong and thick wood, on which fide they
could only be attacked, he cut a paff:
through the wood, forced their intrenc
ments {word in hand, and hardly any of the

enemy cfcaped the flaughter. On the par-

ticulars of this action arriving at court, the
Emperor his father, gave him the title of
Prince of the Hatchets, one of the benorary
titles ever fince given to the firft Prince of
the blood.

His difpofition before he came to the
throne was fo engaging and amiable, that
be became the idol of the whole Empire;;
this drew on him the jealoufy of his father,
who, to counterbalance his growing influ-
ence, heaped that partial power and favor
on his fecond fon Mabommed Azim (the fa-
ther of Furrukbsir ) which enabled hin:, to
make the ftand he did againft his brotherg,

legal
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legal right of fucceffion, at the demife of
Shaw Allum, as before recited. In fhort,
if he could be defended from that perfi-
dious ftroke againft his other two brothers,
and had efcaped the bewitching fnares of
that eaftern Gfmpafra, Lol Kosree, he moft
probably would have left 2 more fhining
charadter, (and a much more honorable
one) on the records of famre, than that of
his grandfather Auring Zebe.

Lol Koar had the honor of being con-
demned for life a pnfnner in the royal pri-
fon, or caftle of Sd:mgnr. Some of her
bafe relations who had been raifed to places

of high truft were cut off by the c&nquemr,
and nthr:rs degraded.

Furrukbsir having obtained the diadem,
as before related, peace fesmed to be fettled
in‘the Empire ; but the evil deftiny of that
Prince forbad its long continuance. During
this period, the power of the Seyds grew
enormous, and left the Emperor the name
and trappings of royalty only; they difpofed
of all important pofts by their fole autho~
rity, amafled immenfe wealth, and fequel-
tered the public revenues to their own pri-
vate emolument, fecuring thereby the at-

: tacl:’l?mt of the principal officers of the
Crown,

o
-



(32)
crown, who (with a very few exceptions)
were intirely devoted to their intereft,

Furrubbsir very foon faw and felt his
defpicable ftate of dependance, but could
not eafily forget how much he owed to the
fpirited conduct and friendthip of thefe am-
bitious brothers ; he patiently {fubmitted to
the many indignities he labored under,
without meditating any thing againft them,
the life and crown they had given him he
knew ftill depended too much on their will
and difpofal; he dreaded their power, which
indeed was greater than any fubjects in this
defpotic government can poffe(s, with fafety
to their Prince, or indeed than can be con-
fiftent with his honor.

Wearied at length, at finding himfelf
this cypher of a King, he nobly determined
to free himfelf from the fhackles with which
he had been bound fo long, by having both
the brothers affaffinated at the fame time ;
Abdallah Khan at Delby, and Hoffan Aly
Kbkan as he was upon his march to his go-

_vernment at Deccan, where he was going
to difpofle(s Nizam al Muluck.

A de fign fo complicated in its nature,
could not be carried on without beigg com-
mu"ﬂi{‘atc&



(33)

municated to many, amongft thefe the Em~
peror chiefly intrufted and depended on the
two Omrahs, Khondoran Kbap, and Mbir
Sumla, for the execution of it; almoft the
only two officers about the court, who had
been neglected by the powerful Seyds.
Kbondoran was fufpeéted of betraying the
whole to Abdallab Kban: whether this was
the fact, is uncertain; but it is very cer-
tain both the brothers had early intelli-
gence of the defign againft them, and de-
termined to have the ftart, by depofing the
Emperor.

The Vizir immediately withdrew from
court, fent exprefs upon exprefs to recal his
brother, and put himfelf at the head of a
body of troops, whofe commander he was
by virtue of ﬁis poft.

Furrukbsir finding his intentions againft
the Seyds difcovered, had recourfe to diffi-
mulation ; he fent his mother to the Vizir,
charged with his folemn proteftations of
thcrl%ﬂﬂ:md of the information the Vizir
had received, and with profeffions of in-
violable friendfhip and affe@ion, intreating:
that he would return to court and contra-
di& any advices he might have difpatched
to his brother.

3 J’: D The
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The Vizir having no room. to doubt of
his intelligence of the Emperor's projeéted
aflaffination, returned for anfwer, That, as
a mark of the fincerity of his profeffions,
he fhould difcharge his guards and fervants,
and fubmit to receive fuch as he, the Vi-
zir, thould think proper to place about him,
This hard condition the Emperor abjectly
and unadvifedly confented to, and the Vi-
zir, contented with this fecurity, waited
the arrival of his brather, without proceed-
ing further. Thefe events fell out about
the beginning of the year 1719.

Seyd Hoffan Ali Kban returned at the
head of a ftrong body of horfe, immediately
on the receipt of his brother’s letters, and
arfived at Delby the 14th of February 1719,
where after a fhort conference with the Vi-
zir, and Ajeet Singh EM#&;:& Rajab, and
father-in-law to the Emperor) and with
feveral principal Omrahs, they all proceed-
ed to the apartment of Auring Zebe's
daughter in the caftle of Selimgur, and de-
manded the delivery of Raffeer! al Dirjoat,
(fon of Rajfeeil al Kaddr, third fon of Babadr
Shaw ) a youth about 17 years of age, pro-
claimed him Emperor of Inmdsgflan, and

fwore allegiance to him.
\P"“—
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Proceeding thence to the palace with 4w
their new King, as foon as they came into m},’ﬁ; i
the prefence of Furrukbsir, the Seyds up- Dirjaat,
braided him with perfidy and ingratitucrc, :
and Ajeez Singh with the breach of his coo
ronation oath, in impofing the Jeferah (or
poll tax) upon the Hindsos; they then di-
vefted him of his fword, and enfigns of
royalty, and with little ceremony ihfgzrmed
him they had raifed Raffeeil Dirjaat to the
throne, to whom they forced him to pay
obeifance, and then imprifoned him in a
tower over the principal gate of the citadel.

The day afterhisimprifonmenthe was mj.
ferably deprived of his fight ; on the fecond
day, he attempted to finifh his torments by a
dofe of poifon, but it proved ineffeGtual; on
the third day, the Vizir fent executioners to
ftrangle him; but foon as he felt the cord
about his neck (ftill wretchedly defirous of
life)heinterpofed his hands and forcibly broke
it, dragging on thusa miferable being until
the next day, the 24th of February 1719,
when he wasat laft ftrangled, after a reign of
little more than four years; Mr. Frafer fays
feven, but this cannot be; for, by his own
thewing, Auring Zehe deceated in the begin-
ning of the year 1707, his fon, Séew Allum,
feigned fiy years, thatis, to the beginning of
the year 17135, Furrubbsir was murdered in

Dz the
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the beginning of the year 1719, fo that if
his fucceffion had been uninterrupted, it
eould have been no mare than fix years;
but the intervening reign of his uncle, Mauz
O'din febandar Shaw, who  fat on the
throne 18 months, reduces the reign of Fur-

rubhsér to four yearsand fix months.

The Seyds finding they had miftaken the
genius of the young lkmperor Dirjaat,
{whom they had raifed to the throne in pre-
ference to his elder brother Rajfeeil al Dow-
lot, as judging his youth would be more

A {ubfervient to their views) took him off by
R;};ﬁ Jpoifon, when he had reigned about three
pvchr. months, and raifed to the throne his eldeft
fi"“ 7¢ brother, juft abovementioned, who affumed |

* the ftile and title of Shaw Feban, (King
the Weorld.)

The brothers, intoxicated with their ex-
cefs of power, began by various adts of
oppreflion to create themfelves enemics
from all quarters, the univerfal hatred of
the people for their repeated murders, c0-
operating with the envy of the principal Ra-
jabs and Omrabs, (who could endure no
longer tofeethe Seyds engrofs wholly a power
and authority in the Empire, which they
themitlves wanted a fhare in) wwmﬁﬂ
party was now formed againt thir, R

]

b



(37)

At the head of this confederacy were Sa-
weee feet Singh, (mere commonly known
by the name of Rajab Faij Singh) Gopaul
Singh Bowderee, and Chivalram Roy, all
puiffant Rajahs ; the firft named being he-
reditary governor of the fortrefs of Agra.—
Here it is in point that we recite an anec-
dote of this empire, which is not generally
known.

When the Hindos Rajahs or Princes of
Indoflan fubmitted to Tamerlane, it was on
thele capital ftipulations : That the Empe-
rors {hould marry a daughter of Rajab Feer
Singh's houfe ; that the head of this houfe
fhould be, in perpetuity, governors of the
citadel of Agra, and anoint the King at his
coronation ; and, that the Emperors thould
never impofe the jeflerah (or poll tax) upon
the Hindoos. We beg leave to apologize
for this (as we thought) neceflary digreffion,
and proceed.

Thefe three powerful Rbaafepost Rajals,
with fome difcontented Omrabs, withdrew
themfelves, and affembled together in the
neighbourhood of Agra; and on the firt
intelligence of the murder of Raffees! Dir-
jaat, veleafed (from a forty years imprifon-
ment in, the caftle of Agra) Nicosir, a fon
of ‘gl_'}{ great Ekbbar, and proclaimed him

. D 3 Em-
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Emperor ; and raifed a refpectable army tq
fupport their election againft that of the
Seyds in favor of Shaw Fehban. .

On the firft notice of this formidable
competitor, Seyd Hoflan Ak Kban was dif-
patched at the head of (orty thoufand horfe
towards Agra, and was met within four
miles of that city by Nicosir's forces, under.
the command of Feer Stugh ; who putting
himfelf at the head of his Rbaafepoots, in-
trepidly charged Seyd Holfan Aly Khan's
army: a long and bloody conflict ‘enfued,
wherein atilalt  Nicosir's” forces began to
give way, when the Rbaafépoots, by the
example of their Rajah e Singb, difplay-
ing the yellow fearf, (the Rébaafepoots fignal
for conqueft or death) the battle had o fud-
den turn 5 Hoflan Aly Kban's troops, ftruck
with terror at feeing that dreaded fignal,
and the fury with which the Rbaafepoots re-
turned to the charge, foon turned their
backs and fled, difregarding as well the he-
roic example, as menaces of their General,
who finding all endeavours to rally them
fruitlefs, made the beft retreat he could with
bt Al .

Skaw Feban wilely profiting by the er-
ror, which had proved fatal to Mayz O'din,
in a fituation fimilar to his own, immediatel

took the field with the Vizir Seyd dbdallak
K Chamyy
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Kban, and with a large and choice army
marched to fuopport and re-inforce Seyd
Hoffan Ali Khan.

This General in his retreat, or rather
flight, had been vigoroufly purfued by Ra-
jab Sfeet Singh, and his nominal Emperor
" Nicosir, follicitous, if pofiible, to prevent
his union with Shew feban and his bro-
ther, who were (they had learned) on their
march to his fuccour.—In this judicious
intention they failed, for Hyflan Ali Kban
with his beaten troops joined the Emperor
before the Rajah could overtake him :
both armies h_mn greatly harraffed with
their fevere marcﬁl:s, 'I:hE decifive battle,
which was to determine the puﬁ&ﬂinn of
this mighty Empire, was delayed until the
next day.

Ha_,;?fm Ali Khan, it was faid, feleed
the evening before the battle, a body of
2000 horfe, compofed all of fubaltern offi-
cers; to whom he gave ftrict command, that
they fhould pay regard to nothing elfein the
approaching engagement, but the cutting

EF or taking prifoner Vi cosir, or Jeet Singb.

The battle began foon after fun-rife the
next ridrning, and was fought with in-
‘erealble fury and obftinacy, for the fpace
- Da of
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of three hours; but at length the party
abovementioned fo well execpted what they
had in charge, that they took Nicosir prie
foner, which being immediately known' to
his party, they were {oon after defeated, or
rather retreated ; for in thefe eaftern battles;
if the principal on either fide is killed or
taken prifoner, there is an end generally to
the conteft. The iffue of this battle,
which was fought about the middle of Furme
1719, on the plins of Fatteabad, put
Shaw Yeban in tranquil pofleflion of the
Empire. .

The Emperor gave Nicosir the choice of
death, or lofs of ght; he preferred the lat-
“ter, which was executed on him in the
ficld of battlé, and then was conducted back
to his prifon at Agra; a melancholy viétim
to the ambition of others, '

Savagee Jeer Singh, witha fele@ body
of Rbaafepoats, by a well conduéted retreat
recovered Agra, and was foon after recon~
ciled to the King and admitted to fayour,
conformable to the fteady policy of this go-
vernment, in keeping a good underftanding
with the principal Rajahs, and more efpe-
cially with the £ead of this houfe, who is
ever capable of raifing and fomenting, a very
formidable party, upen any intended’ revo-

lutiop
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Jution in this defpotic and precarious mo-
narchy.

Shaw Feban lived not long to enjoy his
high dignity, for he deceafcd by 2 natural
death, foon after his return to Delby, to-
wards the latter end of the year 1719-
Happy ! we may fay, in having made this .
quiet ‘and eafy exit; for had he difcovered
a with to make himflf a King indeed, it is
more than probable he would have fhared
the (ame fate with his three predecefiors.

His death for fome days was concealed
by the fingular addrefs of the Séyds; and
Hoffan Ali Khan, on the night of the day
that Shaw Fehan deceafed, privately fet
out with a but felect party of {m}f:
for Agra, where he publifhed his death ;
and with the participation of the Mbaabab
Rajah, Savsjee feet Singh immediately pro-
chimed Mabommed Shaw, Emperor ng In=
dofian 3 wha was by the Rajah anointed ac~
i.:_urdu;' gly, Mabommed Shaw was the only
fon of Kbojrflah Atktcr before mentioned,
the youngelt fon of Shaw Allum. Soon
after, the Vizir and the other great officers
of the crown arrived at Agra to pay their
{ubmifiion to the new Emperor, and were

21l coafirmed in their pofts,
| W
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Mabommed Shaw was foon convinced,
by the firft movements of the Seyds, that
though he was raifed to the pofleflion of the
enfigns and exteriors of royalty, he was in
eiffect little better than a prifoner of ftate,
whilft the two brothers exercifed the un-
controuled authority they had fo long and
fuccefsfully ufurped. He did not want
courage, but plainly faw their power was
00 great to be attacked by open force ; he
therefore wifely, for fome time, differabled
his fentiments and refentments, until he
could form a proper judgment who amongit
the Omrahs and officers were truft worthy,
and in whom he counld with fafety to him-
felf put a perfect confidence.

It was not long before his penetration
pointed out the perfons he fought for; Ma-
bammed Amin Khan, Heydr Kuli Khan, and
Kondoran; all Omrahs of the firft rank, he
was well affured, were inveterate though
concealed enemies to the Seyds; to thefe Om-
rahs therefore he ventured to open himfelf,
about the middle of Sepzember 1720, and
moft pathetically lamented his abject de-
pendant ftate, under #he tyranny of the Seyds,
imploring their affiftance to extricate and
free him, themielves, and his people, from
their ufurped power, gt

Thig
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This overture from the Emperor met
with 2 warm reception from the Omrahs;
they fwore fidelity to him, and he, on his
part, f{wore that Mabommed Amim Kbhan
{hould fucceed to the Vizirut ; Khondoran to
the Mbir Bukbfpi, and be created Embir al
Omrak; and that Heydr Kuli Kban, (who
was at this time General of the Ordnance)
fhould obtain the Soubahdary of Abmeda-
bad.

Thefe preliminaries fettled, and the fide-
lity of thefe Omrahs fecured more by
making it their own interefted caufe, than
from any attachment to the royal family,
a favourable occafion was only wanting ;
and the Seyds themfelves contributed in fome
degree to their own downfal,—for now the
meafure of their iniquity was full,—too
long had they reigned the opprefiors of their
Kings, and of the people.

The firft a& of the Seydsr power after
the acceflion of Mubammed Shaw, was to
oblige him to declare Nizam al Muluck a
traytor, and demand his appearance at
court, : :

Nizam had been long obnoxious to the
Seyds : the infurrection raifed by Rajab Jeet
Singh “in favour of Nicosir, had prevented
= ) their
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their looking towards him fooner; but
now, having fixed Mabommed Sbaw on the
throne, they determined fo fupprefs him,

Nizam, well knowing there was no' me-
dium between death and the jealoufy of the
Seyds, in place of paying obedience to the
royal mandate, killed the gurfbardars (mef-
fengers) that brought it; advanced from
his ranment of Makva to Eugon, where
he !%O:;:& the royal treafurz ; from thence
he penetrated into Déccan, thé government
of Seyd Hoffan 2%l Kban, dttacked the ca-
pital of the province and took it, affumed
the Soubafhip, and’ fending bisr Niaks, or
deputy govérnors to every part, difplaced
thofe of Hoffan Alf E!Jm:?agd treated even
his women with great indignities : Afier
thefe exploits (to which it was faid he was
privately inftigated by the Emperor, piir-
polcly to exafperate the Seyds ) he wrote the
moft fubmiffive letter to the Emperor, exte-
nuating and palliating the neceffity of a
conduct, to which the tyranny and injof-
tice of the Seyds had drove him. \

On news of the outrages’ committed
by Nizam in the Deccan, the Emperor put
on a well diffembled rdge, and fivore by
Mabeme? he would tzke the field agaipft the
rebel himfelf. This refolution was the refult

of
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of a private conference with his affociated
Omrahs, it hainf judged the firft neceflary
fiep for the redudtion of thefe dangersus
brothers, was to feparate them ; accordingly
the Emperor ordered the Vizir Seyd Abdal-
Jah Khan to return to Delby, to fuperintend
the civil adminiftration, and preferve the
m of that city during his abfence ; and

imfelf, with Seyd Iﬁn Ali Kban, and
the reft of the Omrahs, took the ficld on
the z8th of September 1720, with a royal
and puiffant army, for tiﬁ: pretended re-
duction of the rebel Nizam al Muluk.

The Emperor made 2 long march that
day towards Deccan, and encam late in
the evenin.f; here the means for affafli-
nating Seyd Hoffan Ali Kban werc adjufted
by the three mrahs, to whom the King
left the execntion of this important event :
they found it neceflary now to difcover their
defign to feveral other Omrahs, who they
- knew had been deeply injured by the Seyds,
and wereasinveterateasthemielves. Amengit
thefe, one Hyddr Khan, 2 {mall Munfub-
dar of diftinguifhed courage, was pitched
upon to perpetrate the deed, and as the at-
tempt muft be attended with apparent ha-
zard to Hyddr Kban, Malbommed Amin:
Khgn, and Heydr Kult Kban, to encou-
rage him, folemnly engaged to be athand

h with
1
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Wwith 4 fele@ party to refeue him from thé
tage of Hoflan Ali Khan's followers,

Early the next morning the fignal was
made for decamping, and Seyd Hyffan went
into the Emperor's tent to pay his obeifanca
and receive his orders; all the Omrahsg
and officers, as cuftomary, were round his
tent; Hyddr Kbhan placed Himlf at the
door with a petition in his hand : as foon as
Seyd Hoffen came out of his terit, and had
feated himfelf in his pallenkeen, Hyddy
Kban prefented his petition, and whilft Seyd
Hoffan was atten tively perufing it, theaffafiin
ftabbed him with his ﬁunjaar (dagger) be-
tween the neck and collar bone, of which
wound he inflantly expired.

Notwithftanding the folernn ehgagement

to refcue Hyddr Khan, it was judged expe-
“dient to facrifice this daring man, that his
death might blunt and fatiate in fome mea-
fure the wrath of thofe guards who were in
immediate attendance on the General's per-
fon, by whom Hyddr Kban was affanlted
with the utmoft fury, and though, draw-
ing his feymiter, he defended himfelf with
aftonithing bravery for fome time, yet over-
powered by numbers he was cat -to pieces ;
yet the tumult rajfed about the body -did
Bot ceafe, until Madommed Amim Khan,
& Kori-
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Kondsran, Hyadr Kuli Khan, and their
troops came up to quell it; the Emperar
mounting his elephant and caufing procla-
mation to be made to the army, that the
Embir al Omrab was killed by his order, the
confufion fubfided ; except in one quarter,
where five thoufand troops, commanded by .
Jieratt Kbhan, nephew to the deceafed Ge-
neral, breathed nothing but revenge : be-
tween thefe and the royal troops a fharp
conflict enfued, in which many were killed
(on both fides) amongft whom was a fon of
Mabommed dAmin Kban; but Yieratt Khan

falling by an arrow difcharged by the King,
- (who it was faid emptied three quivers in
the engagement) the reft called for quarter.

The Emperor proceeding to the tent of
Seyd Hoffan Ali Khan, fat upon his elephant
and faw the foldiers, by his permifiion,
plunder it of a khorore of Rupees; the
Jewels found there to an equal amount were
appropriated to his own ufe.

Mabommed Shaw, fenfible that but half
the work was done, whillt Seyd Abdallah
Kban farvived, immediately dire@ed his
march towards Delby, declating Mabommed
Amim Kban Vizir, and Kbondoran, Embkir
al Omirab.

. ‘fé_
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Abdallah Kban was not far from Delly,
when an exprefs from ieratt Kban ovér-
took him, advifing him of the tragical
«deathof his brother ; he faw his own danger,
and inftantly difpatched a trufly officer with
a party of horfc to-that city, with orders to
return immediately with Swlran Tbrabim,
younger brother of the Emperor’s, Raffeei
al Dirjaat, and Raffeeil al Dowlat. The
officer executed his commiffion with great
celerity, and being returned with Suftan
Tbrabim, Abdallab proclaimed that young
Prince Emperor of Indsflan; then putting
himfelf at &c head of a numerous army,
he marched back to meet Mabommed Shaw.

The two armies met the latter end of
Oclober, Anns 1720, and a bloody battle
enfued : Ficlory ftood doubtful a long time
to which fhe fhould give the day; but
when Abdallab was on the verge of fnatch-
ing a certain conqueft, a feafonable re-in-
forcement turned the iffue in favor of the
Emperor ; for during the heat of the en-
gagement Diababadr (nephew of Chivalram
Governor of Eleabas) arrived with a freth
bady of troops; thefe affaulting the rear and
flank of Abdalleb's army with the greateft
mtrepidity, a total defeat and rout foon fol-
lowed. Seyd Abdallab Kban' was taken pri-
foner; the Emperor fpared his life, in con-

fideration
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fideration of his owing him the crown he
wore, but condemned him to perpetual
imprifonment (as recited more minutely by
Mr. Frafer) fequeftring his vaft poffefiions
and wealth to his own ufe.

Thus fell the Seyds Hyfan Al Khan,
and Adallah Kban, by a reverfe of fortune
too common to be very remarkable; the
wonder is! that they fhould have main-
tained themfelves fo long (in this defpotic
and violent government) in a degree of ab-
folute power and authority, hardly equalled
in ftory, and that during the reigns of five
fuccefive Emperors, four of whom they
themfefves had placed upon the throne.

The laft decifive ftroke put Mabommed
Shaw into the quiet poffeflion of the Em-
pire of Indoffan. A long peace enfued;
and the Emperor gave a loofe to the in-
dulgence of his natural propenfities, which
centered only in the exceffive ufe of wine,
women, and hunting ; to every thing elft he
became regardlefs; the reins of govern-
ment in time flackened, confufion in the
Empire followed ; every Omrab was plan-
ing for himfelf, and none thought of the
public. Thefe univerfal Ziforders endange-
red, in ‘confequence, the dealth and well

-E being
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~ being of the flate; and paved the way

for the invafion of the Empire by Nadir
Shaw in the year 1738 (fo accurately invel-
tigated by Mr. Frafer ) brought about by
the intrigues of Nizam al Mulluck. This
minifter after the reduction of the Seyds
was f{oon taken into favor, and confirmed
in the government of Deecan, or rather
maintained himfelf there by his own
ftrength, as an independant fovereign.

My readers will eafily perceive, thatin
the foregoing recital 1 have followed the
thread of Mr. Frafer's concife narrative;
and have only deviated from him in thofe
parts, where my materials afforded. me
fuller intelligence, and in variety of tranf-
actions, which he (obvioufly) thought lay
out of the way of his main-object;, his
intention being very evidently no: more,
than to give a conneéled catalogue of the
Mogulls from Timur Lung, (Tamariom)

-and at the fame time convey a ﬂight view

of the progreflive ftate and condition of the
Empire of Indyffan, as ncceflarily prepara-
tive to the period of Nudir Shaw's invalion
of it, without embarrafling himfelf with
any more of the particular circumftances
attending the fuccellions, than were con-
filtent with, and immediately in‘peint to

2 - his
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his defign. All that T with or hope for
from this produéion is, that it may be
cfteerned an illuftration only of that inge-
nious and learned gentleman’s work, com-
prifed within the fpace, from Auring Zebe's
demife to the reduction of the Seyds.

4047
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CHAP I1I

Tranfaitions in the Subahdary of Benéal.
Jrom the year 1717 2 the year 1750,
mclufive,

UR prefent fubje@ calls us back to
O the reign of Furrukbsir, when Faffir
Kban, an Omrab of great confideration and
intereft at court, ruled thefe provinces with
a rod of iron. His name to this day is
remembered with deteftation; to fill his
coffers, he inflited the moft cruel punifh-
ments on the Rajabs and Zimindars, by
ways and means unheard of, and unknown,
but in this Eaftern government : he alfo
highly oppreffed the Eurcpeans fettled in
thefe parts; yet, notwithitanding his very
mal-adminiftration, he had the addrefs to
obmain the governments of Babar and
Orifja, united with that of Bengal in his
perfon, which ever before had been diftinét
and feparate Nabob/hips.

' *+ With
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With this new acquifition of power, he
removed from Dacce, which, until that
time, had been the chief refidence of the
Soubahs, to Morfbadabad, which city now
became the capifal of the provinces.

affir Kban had a favourite daughter,
whom he married to Sowjab Kban, a native
of Delby of fome diftinétion ; this perfon
was appointed Nizb, or deputy governor of
Oriffa, when Faffir Kban changed the feat
of his chief refidence, and quitted Dacca.

Soujab Kban, by his marriage with the
Soubzh’s daughter, had two fons born to
him, the eldeft named Mabommed Tukbee
Kban, the younger Suffraaz Kban. The
firft had conftantly refided with his father
at Cuttack the capital of Oriffa, and the
other with his grandfather at Morfbadabad.

affir Kban's fondnefs for Suffraaz
Kb:.ci:n{as fo prevalent, that when groh-
tzined an order from court for Sowjab
Kban's fucceeding him in the Soubahihip,
he procured at the fame time Sufrasz
Kbhan to be appointed King’s Dewan of the
provinces, in prejudice to the juft preten-
fions of his elder brother Mabommed Tukbee

Kban.
Ej This
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This ill-judged mark of affe@tion and
ference in the old Soubab, was the caufe
of declared -and unabating enmity bctween
the two brothers; though rbis gﬁ*ﬂ
bably without 7bat caufeé, would haw: na-
turally refulted from the difference of their
genius and difpofitions, actuated by the dif-
ferent czamPlcs they had long before them,
in' the father, and grandfﬂther Sousah
Khar 'was bold, rigid in government, but

. withal comphaifant and affe@tionate.—Ma-

hommed Tukbee Kban was brave and gene-
rous, delighting in the exercifes of a foldier
and the art of war.——,—_‘}’.gﬁr Kbhan was
inveterate, avaritious, and a monfter of
cruelty.— Suffraas Kban was' impetuous,
overbearing and vindi&ive ; and'as he had
been 2 flranger to cantrad:&mn from his
infancy, fo in his more advanced age, he
could not bear it in the leaft dcgru:, even
from the mouth of wifdom.

In the year 17255 Faffir Kban deceafed,
to the gegeral “joy of the provinces, and
Soujah Kban, haftening to the capital, took
upon him thc government; in the journcy he
wasaccom pamr:d by Mabommed Tﬂkﬁfd-iﬁan.

“When the bmthers met, the embers of
difgoft-and hatred, which had been only
fmmhcred by abfence, now burit into a

flame,
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flame, that had well nigh confumed them
both, had not the prudeice and authority
of the Soubah interpofed, who finding it
impoffible to accomplifh a reconciliation
between: ther, refolved to pirt them; and
immediately appointed Mabomited Tukbee
#han, his Niab of O, with orders to
fet out the next day for his government.
There in a few months he diEEDuniirtrfnllj
lamented. His death gave his father the
deepeft forrow, for he loved him with a juft
and truely pate'rﬂal tendernefs. '

On Setijah Kban's fucceffion to the go-
vernment, he teleafed all the Ruajebs and
Zemiindars that had béen impriforied by his
father-in-law; and eafed them of fandry
heavy taxes and impofitions, that they had
been loaded with : ealling them all before
him, he enjoined them to attend carefully
to the eultivation of theéir linds, and the
improvement of the mianufictures: affuring
thems that i futare they fhould be exempt
from the feverities they had fuffered under
his lj'r:dtriciﬁrs; reminding them; that as
they themfelves had Jong felt the hand of
opprefiion ; he depended it wotld be a lef-
fon to them, not to opprefs the temants de-
penidaiit on them : then with a peremptory
tone telling them, that if any were tound
deficient in their annual paymehts, their

E 4 ~ landg
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lands thould be taken from them, and given

to others; he gracioufly difmiffed them to
their refpective diftriéts,

Saujah Khan taking into confideration the
fmall ftanding force of the provinces, that
until his time never exceeded the number
of five or fix hundred horfe, determined to
enlarge it to as many thoufands, which he
foon accomplithed. ~He then made fundry
regulations refpe@ing the trade of the pro-
vinces, both inland and foreign ; cafting
his eyes particularlyon the Eurspeans ; and
attentive that they fhould not clandeftinely
partake of greater immunities and advan-
tages, than the terms of their Fhbirmaupds,
or grants, gave them a title o,

To this end, he encreafed the number
of Chowiee's (or places for the receipts of
cuftoms) to twenty, upon the feveral rivers,
whereas before his government there were
only two, Buxfb Bundar, and Azimgunge,

This wife and folid condudt, had it's natu-
raland proper effects, the provinces f5on wore
a different face, commerce and manufaures
flourithed, and in a very few years he was
enabled greatly to increafe the royal revenue,
and Ripulate to y into the royal treafury
annually, ene rore, one Lac, one-thou-

] fand
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fand one hundred and one fieca Rupees,

over and above forty Lacs of Rupees, an-
nually remitted to court, to different Omr-

rabs refidipg there, on account ‘of  their
Faghir lands ; in confequence, his intereft e
at court was flrengthened, himfelf efta- '73%
blifhed in his government, and the fuccel-

fion by grant fecured in his family.

Having brought the Soubah Soujab
Kban to this happy and honourable peried,
and given a general view of the ftate of
thefe opulent provinces ; we next propofe
to trace the caufes, circumftances, and pro-
grefs of an extraordinary ufurpation of this
goveroment, in the beginning of the year
1742,

Though the ambition, avarice, ingrati-
tude, treachery and violence of two artful
adventurers, were the feemingly apparent
caufes of this ufurpation; yet without -
other co-cperating incidents, thofe (too
common fuccefsful auxiliaries in the inva-

fion of right) would have proved inef-
fectual.

The fecret fprings of the juft mentioned
co-operating incidents, were known but to
few ; and we venture to aver, were never
put together before the penning of the

many-



A ——— -

- (5%) .
manuferipts, A, D, 1750, alluded to in the
preliminary difcourfe to this work, from
which manufcript the author of the Reflec-
tions, as before remarked, difingenuoufly
took as his own, what he calls his « Short
« {ketch of the hiftory of Bemgal, from
¢ the year 1739 to,the year 1750 %"

Aliverdi Khan and Hodjee Hamet, were
brothers, natives of Tartary, and fol-
lowers of fortupe. In this purfuit they
arrived at the court of Delby, about
the year 1721, and put themlelves under
the protectiop of the then Vizir Kbondoran,
In tﬂeir genius and qualifications they dif-
fered extreamly; the clder, Hodjee Hamety
was of a cowardly, but deeply intriguing
difpofition, well fkilled in political learning,
and a profound judge of the nature of
mankind ; with 2hefe talents, hie poflefled
not a ﬁngle‘mmal prirciple capable of im-
peding #bem in their full career, and theres
fore became cvery way qualified for the
tranfactions of réis Eaflern (or indeed any
other) court.

* Reciting the fame chain of fafls as they fland in
the manufcript, with little varistion, except the poor
difguife of here and rhere a different mode of cxprel-
fion, interfperfied with & fow trite reflefions, which are

wrely his own, We'thonght this note highly neceffary,
eft we fhould incur the undeferved cenfure of peiail=
ing at [Econd hand the labors of afother,

Aliverd]
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Aliverdi Kban was bold and daring, bred
to arms, and fkilled in all the duties of a
{oldier, enterprifing, of ready underftand-
ing, and naturally virtuous and honorable,
until thefe amiable qualitics were perverted
and {ubdued, by the inftigations and evil
counfels of his brother, and his other ta-
lents made fubfervient to Hamet's ambitious
views of aggrandifing their obfcure family.

Hadjee acquired this tifle from: his hav-
ing in his carly years made a pilgrimage to
Hodge, (or the tomb of Mabommed. at
Mecca) a duty which the Kboran impofes
on every Mujfyﬁmn once in his life, either
in perfon or by proxys and he who per-
forms it in perion, thereby obtains for life
the honorary appellation of Hudjee, and is
much reverenced by the true believers in
their prophet.

It has been confidently afferted, and as
currently believed in Pengal, that Hagjee
Hamet had been preferred at Delby, to the
polt of mafter, or keeper of the crown
jewels 3 with the moft valuzble of which
it was faid he cloped, and afterwards fanc-
tificd this theft by a pilgrimage to Meaea ;
but upon the f&if{;ﬂ: enquiry we pronounce
this report an afperfion of his enemies,
having the beft authority for faying neither

of
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of the brothers appeared at court before
the year 1721 :—but the improbability of
the fact fpeaks it a calumny—their origi-
nzl obfcurity is allowed on all hands ; can
it then poffibly gain credit, that either of
them fhould be preferred to a poft, which
is ufually beftowed on one of the firft Om-
rahs of the Empire?

But if we fhould admit (what alfo has
been afferted) that Hbodjee was for a fhort
fpace in the fervice of the Zesper of the
crown jewels, and might bhave it in his

wer to commit the theft alledged againft

im ; yet the fa& remains equally impro-
bable; for can it be believed that after fo
atrocious a crime, both the brothers thould
obtain the patronage and recommendation of
Khondoran?—Which they certainly brought
with them to Caurzac (the refidence of the
Nabob Soujab Kban) Anno 1722,

On their arrival, they were taken into
the fervice of Soujab Dotwla, as immediate
attendants on his perfon ; Hodjee in capacity
of his firt Kiffmutgar (or valetj and A/s-
verdi, his Chilum Purdaar (drefler or rather
keeper of his fmoaking pipe) with the ad-

ditionzl pay and denomination of 2 fea
or foot Igladier. 5

Their
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Their rife from thefe menial ftatiorns was
rapid, but not aftonithing in a country
where {uperior talents ever make their
to fpeedy promotion.—The Nabob very
foon difcovered in Hodjee an extenfive ge-
nius and underftanding in men and things;
and Hodjee as foon found out the great, and
almolt only foible of his mafter; which was
an ungovernable appetite “for warsty of
women.

Hodjee benefited himfelf of this ruling
paflion, and by indefatigable attention and
induftry out-ran even the Nabob's defires
—the compiler of the Refleclions fays,
Hodjee proftituted, * and made a facrifice
“of his own daughter to his mafter’s
¢« Juft:” we confefs we never heard of it
before; bethis as it may, it 1s moft certain
that Hudjee by indulging and feeding this
pafiion, quickly gained an afcendant over
his mafter, and had the difpofal of all
places of fmall importance; and as he was
obferved to be the growing favourite, all
fuits and petitions were preferred through
his mediation,

Aliverdi Khan's extraordinary military
Eﬁﬂiuﬁ did not efcape his mafter's notice ;
e was foon promoted to be Femmautdar
of the Nabob’s foot guards, and not long
after

T
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after preferred to 2 command of horfe at
the interceffion of his brother—The ruling
pafiion of Hodjee, was an unbounded thirft
of riches; but whilft he labored to extend
his influence over his maflter, as conducive
to the fatisfying this vice, he was ever
watchful and attentive, that his brother's
intercft went hand in hand with his own.

To thefe ends he daily made himfelf
more and more ufeful to Soujah Khan, and
being well verfed in the arts of financing,
anid the invention of <ways and means, his
importance was confirmed : (this being the
moft ufeful and effential duty of a minifter
in the Bafl, as well as in the #ef. ) He was
alfo an exquifite and penetrating /by upon
the aftions of all the Niabs and other offi-
cers employed under the Nabob, with
whom he fecretly planted his own emiffa-
ries, {o that nothing was tranfacted in any
part of the province of Orifa, that his
mafter had not the moft early intelligence
~of.

The government of Indgflan is perhaps
the only government in the world, where
the charaier of a fpy is not attended with
reproach and infamy ; here it is dignified
and hotourable. The Emperor and all the
Scubahs of the provinces entertain an offi~

cer
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cer with this title, who is always a perfon
of confideration; but like Safar he 15 more
aenerally foared than loved. Hodjee pof-

{efled not the title of the Nabob's Hircar- -

rab, (fpy) but he virtually was fo, and by

this practice, did not a little' gain upon his'

mafter's confidence, and thereby fmoothed

the way to defigns, which about this time,:

Anng. 1724; began to open upon him ;

though he yet concealed them even from

his brother.

The influence and power of the two
brothers acquired new ﬂrenFth cvery day,
in fuch fort, that at the clofe of this year
they had gained a full dominion over the
actions and . inclinations of the Nabob;
who at this period fucceeded to the govern-
ment of the three provinces by the demife
of the Soubah “afir Kban, as before re-
cited in the former part of this chapter :
the brothers attended him to the capital,
where the fcene of a&tion became enlarged

and more adequate to their different,.

though. equally enterprizing Ipirits. Hodjer
Hamet was foon declared prime minifter,
and Alfverdi promoted to' a command of
horfe of the firft diftin&Gion.

The firft’ judicious movements made by
Seujah Kkan on his coming to the Sou-

bahthip,
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bahthip, (already recorded) were it was faid
 the refult of the falutary councils of Hodjee

Hamet,—But if we admit the fa&t, let us
not too hailily conclude that this advice
flowed from any principle of affection to
his mafter, or regard to his honor, or from
a commiferation of the fuffering Rajabs;
no, thefe worthy confiderationswere forei

to his heart, as appeared from the whole
tenor of his future conduét : the moderate
councils and meafures adopted by the Sou-
bah, raifed the credit of the minifter only,
who (by reports of his emiffiries difperfed
about the city and country) had the fole
honor of a clemency friétly dee to the Sou-
bah’s goodnels of heart, and averfion to
the practices of his predeceflor.

The minifter by this artful procedure
gained many friends, and by fecret ftipula-
tions with the enlarged Rajabs, he filled his
own coffers, to the injury of the public
revenue. In the degree that the minifter
gained credit and influence in the provinces
—the Soubeh funk in the opinion of the
people (a very natural confequence) and
refting fecure in the fuppofed integrity and
extenfive abilities of Hedjee Hamet, he
abandoned Aimfe/f to the full enjoyment of
his rufing paffion, and the government to the
abfolute difpofal of the minifter, who with-

5 out
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cut controul, put in, put out, removed,
difplaced and preferred to every poft of
profit, whomfocver he pleafed, and by this
traffic foon acquired immenfe wealth:
taking care to keep his mafter buried in
fenfuality, {till fupplying the flame that had
pofleffion of him with frefh fewel ; ran-
facking the provinces, and obtiining (no
matter at what price) the moft beautiful
women that could be procured to anfwer
his purpofes ; and it was confidently (and
we believe truely) faid, that he carried his
panderi{m fo far, as never to appear at the
Soubah’s noéturnal levee, without fome-
thing of this kind in his hand, formed to
attract and engage his attention.

Whillt Hodjee Hamet was thus employed
in eftablifhing his own power and fortune,
and blinding the Soubah during the frft
three ‘or four years of his government;
his brother Aliverdi Kban began to think
himfelf neglected; but Hodjee foon eon-
vinced him of his miftake. .

Hitherto Afliverdi had not in his own
perfon acquired any confiderable lufire,
except from the light thrown upon it by
reflection, from his brother being the mi-
nifter; in*his. military capacity he had a
few opportunities given Em of fhining

alone,
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alone, both at Orfffla and Bengal, jult fuf-
ficient to gain the belief of ﬁis being an
intrepid officer: but now the time was
come to bring his talents upon the ftage in
a more conipicuous view, an occafion offer-
ing for which his brother had with impa-
ticnce long waited.

Having for fome time loft fight of the
Soubah’s only furviving fon Suffraaz Kban,
we here think it neceffary to bring him to
the remembrance of the reader, by a flight
mention of him; his character has been
already delineated, he poffefied the poit of
King's Dewan, by appointment from court,
and was fucceflor apparent to the Soubah-
fhip; he had long looked with an evil eye
on the growing power and influence of
Hedjee Hamet, which he thought became

regnant with danger, both to his father

and himfelf—but he had not the means of

reducing it; the impetuofity of his temper
burft forth fometimes in abufes, in infults
to the minifter, who bore them with pa-
tient fubmiffion, but heavy refentment from
the Soubah againft his fon always follow-
ed fuch abufe. The crafty Hodjeetreafured
them up in his memory, for a future rec-
koning ; he daily inftilled into the ears of
the Soubah the man extravaancies his
fon was guilty of, which had too much

' : truth
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truth for their foundation; but if that had
not been the cafe, the Soubah was too ready
to liften to any thing to his prejudice ; for
he loved him not—ever faying that his un-
bridled infolence occafioned the lofs of his
favorite and beloved fon Mabommed Tuklbee
Khan.

Anns 1729, the Nabobfhip of Patna be-
coming vacant, Hodje, wil.gout appearing
in it. himfelf, influenced the then reigning
favourite miftrefs of the Soubah (who was
deeply in his intereft) to folicit it for his
brother; who was accordingly the next
day nominated to that government. Suf-
fraaz Khan upon this appointment, had
the courage to tell his father in public
Durbar, ** he was warming and cherifhing
« two f{nakes, that would fling him and
« his family to death.” The Soubah or-
dered him immediately to be taken into
cuftody ; but by Hadjee's artful interpofi-
tion he was appeafed.

The following night the brothers held a
long and private conference, to which feve-
ral Rajahs and officers in their confidence
were admitted.——Here the wicked plan
of Alfverdi Kban's government was fettled;
and be departed the next day for Pafna,
where in a few days he arriw:({ and put in

¥ 2 execution
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execution the political maxims and infiruc-
tions he had received from his brother.

4o The exploits of the firft fix years of his
1221 government—that is from the year 1729
735 to the year 1735, inclufive, were thefe
following ; by force, treachery, craft and
policy, he fubdued moft of :gc Rajabs of
the province of Babar, fome, by the bafeft
diffimulation and profeflions of friendfhip,
he drew to Patma, where he murdered
them and feized their pofleflions, as the
brave Somder Shaw, &ec, He then
carried his arms againtt the Chukwaars, a
. brave and warlike Gentoo race, who pof=
- feffed a tract of country oppofite Mongbeer,
up the river Sambso ; the prince or Rajab
of this country had never. paid tribute, or
acknowleged any fubjection to the Soubahs
of Bengal, or indeed to the Mogul himfelf.
He laid every thing that paffed on the river
by Mongbeer under contribution, and put
the European fertlements to an annual
heavy expence of a large armament to el

cort their trade to and from Pazna.

The old brave Rajah of thefe people
(who had many times f}nughr hand to hand,
with the intrepid commander of cur troops,
Major Hint) deceafed, in the year 1730,
:mcf was fucceeded by his fon, a youth of

feven~
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{eventeen ; this young prince, intimidat
by the examples made of feveral of the

Babar Rajahs, after a fhort refiftance fub-
mitted ; acknowledged allegiance to the
Emperor, and fubjeétion to the Soubah.
An annual tribute was ftipulated, and regu-
larly paid for four years —a {pot was fixed
on, five miles from the mouth of Samdéod,
and thirty from the capital of the Cluk-
waars, where the prince every year met the
Nabob's officer on a certain day, the one to
pay, the other to receive the tribute, and
it was agreed that they fhould have only
thirty attendants on each fide.

The twenticth of O&fober (Anmo 1735)
was the day of payment, at which time
the Englifh army, under the command of
commandant Holeombe, lay encamped ia
Moangheer grove, with the company’s trade
for ﬂ-e Patna faltory.—At eleven in the
forenoon, we obferved a boat, which had
come out of Sambos river, making for
Patna; the commandant difpatched two
light pulwaars after her, with erders to
bring her to — imagining fhe had a
of fith — the boat being brought to, and
laid alongfide the commandant’s budgerow
—Guefs reader our aftonithment! when
in place.of a cargoe of filh, it contained a

F 3 cargoe
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g ‘gﬁc of human deads ! five bafkets full,

and 1 fingle head in the fixth,

On. enguiry we learnt that before day
break, the cliicer who was deputed to re-
ceive the annual tribute from the Rajah of
the Chalawaars, had by orders from the
Nabob Alwerdi placed four hundred men
in ambufh, under the high banks of the
rivery near the place of meeting—that the
prince and rhe Nabob's officer (Fowzdar
of Babar, whofc name we have forgot)
with their ufual attendants, met at nine of
the clock, and after the common ceremo-
nials, -and the tribute received, when they
were juft upon parting, the fignal being
given, the troops in ambufh rufhed out,
and furround ng the Rajah and his few
followers, cut icm off, one only excepted,
who upon a fleet horfe efcaped, and gave
the alarm to the city—among thofe killed
were  his- principal general = officers—We
fuither were informed by the ‘officer who
had charge of the boat, that his orders
were to make the beft of his way to Patna,
and lay his freight at the Nabob's feet 5 and
that the head in the bafket by itfelf, was the
Rajah's — he added that the Fowzdar with
Lis troeps were in full march to the city
Sambos.—This was feon after verified, for
we ablerved about four in thé afternoon a

g R cloud



71 9

-

cloud of fmeak over the city, and the I'amé'zg;;' ¥

evening we received thefe other particulars,
that on the-ficft alarm and known fate of
the Rajah, his wife, the young Begum, fhut
herfelf up with her fon (about a year old)
and her attendants, and fet fire to her apart-
ments—that the Nabob’s troops meeting
with no refiftance, entered the city, plun-
dered it, and then fet fire to it.

A body of the Rajali’s troops retired,
and for fome time difputed the pofieffion
of the country with the Nabob's, but the
Fowzdar being re-inforced from his camp,
which then lay at Durriapoor, a fhort march
from Mongheer, the whole country was
foon reduced, and thefe brave people fub-
dued.

Thefe were the exploits that rendered the
name of Aliverdi Kban a terror to the
neighbouring diftricts; and by 2befe, he
amafled immenfe riches ; part of which he
regularly remitted to Morfbadabad, to pre-
{erve his own and brother’s credit with the
Soubah, but the much greater part he re-
ferved, for a purpofe he now had in agitation
by the pernicious advice of his brother,

Whillt Aliverdi Kbhan was carrying on
thefe operations to eftablith his power,
b0 F 4 Hadjee

11
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Hodjee Hamet remained unrivalled in the
adminiftration of the Soubah(hip ; but a
tranfation which now manifefted itfelf,
opened the Soubah’s eyes.

Aliverds Khan, forgetful of the duty and
obligations he owed to his matfter, and

‘urged by the continued perfuafions of his

brother, began about the beginning of the
year 1736, privately to folicit at court for
the government of Patna, and the pro-
vince of Babar, independant of the Soubah
of Bengal, This negotiation, however cau-
tioufly conduéted, ‘camre to the knowledge
of Soujab Khan. Rage on the inflant took

 pofiefiion of him. Hodjee was difgraced,

and for fonie time imprifoped——py by
the moft fubmiffive and deceitfu] letters
from Alfverd;, and the powerful intercef-
fion of the Seraglia, (Hodjee's never failing
refource) the minifter was enlarged, and
Jeemingly again taken into favor.

Alrverds did not flacken his negotiationd’
on this diftovery of his treachery ; but
availing himielf of the favor of his patron
Koondoran, and by well placed confiderable

" bribes, he obtained, the latter end of the

year 1737, a phirmaund and proper fun-
hods from court, conilituting him indepen-
dant governor of the province of -Bajar.

This
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This confirmation of the ingratitude and
treachery of the two brothers ftruck deeply
to the heart of Soujeh Khan. He had
however the refolution and prudence to
difguife his fentiments, knowing thcirTo@cr
was too great to be attacked openly,’or
capable of being reduced by any weapons,
but thofe of diffimulation and craft ; by the
affiftance of thefe, he planned, and was juft
on the point of executing, a fafe and cer-
tain revenge on both the brothers, when
death put a period to his intentions.——It
is more than probable, that Hodjee, who
ftill preferved his influence in the Seragiio,
received intimation by this channel of the
Soubah’s defigns ; for his death was {fudden,
and judged to be by poifon.

His fon Suffraaz Kban immediately fuc-
ceeded his father in the government of
Bengal and Oriffa, as well as in his refent-
ment to the brothers.

Independant power only increafed the
bad qualities, which had already taken too
deep pofleflion of Suffrasz Khan; his ex-
ccﬁEs in {fpirituous liquors and women,
were beyond controul and example; his
infolence and impetuofity of temper be-
tame intolerable to all about him, his
principal officers were treated with inrﬂl?l

an
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and indignities ; moft of thefe had been
difgufted with the family for the preference
given to Aliverdi Khan, in the govern-
ment of Patnas though juftice could not
lay this charge againft Suffraaz Kban.

There then refided at -his court a Gentos
named Alum Clund, who had been many
years Dewan to Sowjab Kban, by whom he
was much venerated forhis great age, wifdom
and faithful fervices. This minifter was
the only man who had courage and honefty
enough to attempt reftraining the extrava-
gances of Suffraaz Kban, a duty he thought
owing to the memory of his late mafter ;
he accordingly, with the greateft circum-
fpection and humility, and with tears in
his eyes, reprefented to him the fatal ten-
dency of his condudt, which if not changed,
muft inevitably eftrange the hearts of the
few renmaining friends to his houfe, and at
the fame time favor and promote the evil
defigns of his enemics.

Suffraaz Kbhan, in place of profiting by
this wholefome remonftrance and admoni-
tion, highly refented his prefumption, and
ever after treated him with great indignities
and contempt, and thereby loft the heart
of the only man in the provinces, who by
his fincerity, capacity and authority, was

5 .capable
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capable  of connteracting and fruftrating
the pernicious machinations of Hedjee and
his brother.

Though Stffraaz Kban did not imme-
diately degrade Hodjee Hamet from the poft
of prime minifter, yet he took every op-
portunity of {howing an inveterate hatred
to him; in public Darbar he commonly
called him by the appellation of, < His
« father’s pander,” and treated him with
fuch infults and indignities, that he feldom
frequented the Durbar, being ill able to
brook fuch treatment in a place where he
had for fo many years been accuftomed to 2
degree of deference and refpedt, equal to
his mafter ; nor is it much to be wondered
at, that he thould meditate vengeance, when
o fair occafion offered ; this he was not lon
without ; Suffraaz Khan's own folly an%l
rafhnefs fupplied him with the means, and
gave him a nearer, ‘and ‘more encouraging
profpeét, of an event which he for fome
time paft had in view.

A few months after Suffracz Khan came

to the government, he threw a difgrace on
Futtuah Chund's houfe, which laid  the
foundation of his precipitate fall. The fact,
though well known to a few, was only

whifpered, out of refpett to the power and

credit

Anns
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credit of that family, which had main-
tained even from the reign of Auring
Zebe, a chara®er of diftinguifhed confide-
‘ration ; from Furrubshir, Futtuah Chund |
received the title of Joggaut Seet : and
might be juftly efteemed the greateft ban-
ker, and moft opulent fubje® in the
world.

4my [ He had about this time married his
739 youngeft grandfon, named veet Mortah
"} Roy, to a young creature of exquifite beauty,
V"' | aged about eleven years. The fame of her
beauty coming to the ears of the Soubah,
he burned with curiofity and luft for the
pofieflion of her; and fending for Yaggaus
Seef, demanded a fight of her—The old
man (ther compleat fourfcore) begged and
intreated, that the Soubah would not ftain
the honor and credit of his houfe, nor load
his 1aft days with (hame, by perfifting in
a demand which he knew the principles of

bis caft, forbid a compliance with.

Neither the tears nor remonfirances of
the old man had any weight on the Son-
bah, who growing outrageous at his refi;-
fal, ordered in his prefence his houft to be
immediately furrounded with 1 body of
horfe, and fwore on the Khoran, that if he
complied in fending, his grand-daughter,

) that
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that he might only fee der; he would in-
ftantly return her without any injury.

The Seet reduced to this extremity, and
judging from the Soubah’s known impe-
tuofity, that his perfifting longer in a de-
nial, would only make his dugrace more
public, at lalt confented ; and the young
creature was carried with the greateft fecre-
cy in the night to vifit him. She was re-~
turned the fame night, we will fuppofe (for
the honor of that houfc) uninjured;
this as it may, the violence was of too de-
licate a nature, to permit any future com-
merce between her and her hufband.

The indignity was never forgiven by
YVaggaut Seet, and that whole powerful fa-
mily, confequently became inveterate; tho’
concealed encmies to the Soubah,

Hodjee Hamet foon came-to the know-
ledge of this rath ftep and violence com-
mitted againft the Seets; he was alfo well
apprized of Allum Chund's difguft, and, as
he was upon  friendly footing with them
both, he determined to ava himfelf of
their refentment, and makeit {fubfervient to
his own intended vengeance for the repeated
infults he-had reccived from the Soubah,
Revenge however was not his fole mmv; ;

¢
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he was attuated by another, yet more pre-
valent, the further aggrandifing his family;
the hopes of which he had hitherto only
feen at a diftance, but pow thought the -
conjunéture favorable for carrying his long
projected plan into execution; which was
to cut off the fon of his late mgfler, friend
and benefatior, and place his brother _4/-
verdi Kban in his ftead.

Hodjee loft no time in procuring a pri-
vate conference with the dif-affected Seves
and Allum Chund; in the courfe of which he
reprefented in the moft lively manner, the
¢ oppreflion and extravagant government of
o Sfr}i‘mz Kban, and that nEthing but the
*“ moft deplorable confequences to the
** provinces could be expefed from fuch
** an unbridled and tyrannic difpofition—
‘¢ that if he already treated with fuch in-
““ {fults and contempt, thofe for whom his
¢ father had the higheft veneration and
‘¢ friend(hip—what might not others dread
“ from his future violences *—He then
expatiated on, and with bitter exaggeration

inted their own particular injuries, which

ad all the effe@t upon them that he might
naturally expect or could wifh. '

He fuffered not their rtﬁ:n.t:mmt to cool,
but fupported shis conference with many
. ‘others;
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others ; and the unanimous conclufion of
the triumvirate was; *“ That noné could
« he fecure in their lives, honor or pro-
v« perty, whillt Seffreaz Kban remained
« jnvefted with the Snubahﬂlip."--nge:
managed the paffions of thefe men with
fuch art and addrefs in the promotion of
his own views that they themftlves
firft propofed, * his brother Aliverdi Kban,
« as the only one capable of refeuing the
“ provinces from apparent and inevitable
“ ruin. That he fhould be immediately
« advifed of their fentiments, and intreated
« to concur with their hopes by preparing
* for a fpeedy march into Bengal, to take
¢ upon him the government.”

Hodjee, with expreflions of gratitnde for
their favorable opinion of his brother, con-
fented to their propofal with a well diffem-
bled reluctance; declaring, ¢ nothing but
«* the neceflity of the time, and the peril
“ of the country could have influenced
¢ him to meditate aught againft the fon
 of his late mafter.” '

It being objedted by Yaggaut Sect, that
an intercourfe by letter with Alverd? was
liable to acciflent and difcovery, it was on
further® deliberation refolved, that Fodiee
fthouldrepair to Patna, where he cotldbetter

. inform




(80 )

inform his brother of the fhate of things,
and benefit him by his council at this crigi..
cal period ; but as his fudden and rivate
retreat from court would raife 2 f picion
in the Soubah, thas ﬁ:mnthing wis in agi-
tation againft him, _Afum Chund and Fag-
gant Seet engaged to make his departure
an act of the Soubal’s own weakne(.

The plan of operations being thus agreed
on, their mext flep was to engage in the
confpiracy the Soubah’s Tope Khonnabh De-
rogher (or mafter of his ordnance) with
feveral other difaffe@ed officers, which was °
very foon accomplithed.—It was a faying
of a great and brave king,  that one drop
*“ of honey caught and engaged more
« flies, than a ton of vinegar."” Suffraaz
Kban in place of fiveetnefs of difpofition and
affability, unhappily fubftituted a morofe,
fevere and infolent carriage to all around
him, which (at this moft important junc-
ture) left him not more than two or three
officers of any confideration, who bore the
leaft attachment to his petfon, family or
government.

Matters becoming thus ripe for execu-
tion, Hodjee began to grow impatient for an
interview with his brother, and urged the

4 - promife
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promife made to him by Allum Chund and
Faggaut Seet, of procuring his difmiffion
from the capital.

Thefe embracéd the firft opportunity,
wlien the Soubah was according to cuftont
reviling Hodjee (then abfent)in public Dur-
bar, to reprefent to him, that it was a dif=
grace to his court the fuffering Hodjee to
appear there, confidering the infamous em-
ploy he bore under his father.—< Drive
¢« him (continued they) from your pre-
¢ fence, court and city; and let him go
<t to his ungrateful brother,” This council
being echoed and applauded by the Tape
Kbonnah Derogher, and others in the con-
federacy, the unwary Soubah inftantly fent
an order to Hodjee Hamet to quit the pro-
vinces, who not thinking it prudent to
wait for a fecond order, departed without
delay, and made the beft of his way to
Patna, where in a few days hearrived with
fome of his faithful attendants.

Suffraaz Khan, by this falfe ftep, relin-
quifhed and deprived himfelf of the great
fecurity he had in his hands, for the good
behaviour of Alrverdi Kban, whofe ambi-
tion he had caufe enough to think, would
not ftop with the Nabobthip of Patna,

G and
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and he ought to have feen that the fureft
means of checking its career, was the de-
tention of Hadjee.

On Hbodjee's arrival at Patna, he painted
the whole conduét of the Soubah in the
moft hideous colours; he employed his
whole art and cloquence in the exaggera-
tion of the indignities himfelf had en-
dured ; he told his brother that he might
reft affured  Suffraaz Kbhan could never
“ forget, nor forgive his obtaining the go-
¢ vernment of Babar, independant of the
‘¢ Soubahthip, whereby fo ﬁcrge a portion
“ of the revenues was lopt from himfelf
““.and family ; that he was from good au-
*¢ thority convinced, the Soubah onlywaited
“a favorable occafion to cut him off,
* and feize and reunite his government to
“ the Soubahthip, to which purpofe he
 knew he had forwarded difpatches to
““ court ;—that he had gone too far to ftop,
“ that Sufraaz Kban was univerfally de-
*¢ tefted in the provinces, and finally that
“ no fecurity for himfelf and family re-
muined, butin affuming the whole Sou~
* bahdary, which he might do with very
*litde diffieulty.” .

- Hodjee
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Hodjee then opened to his brother, the
progrefs he had made in this neceffary ftep
below, recited the feveral conferénces he
had with the Seefs and Alfum Chund, and
the refult of their deliberations, recounting
at the fame time the names of the Soubah’s
officers, who had declared themfelveswholly
devoted to his promotion to the Muzsnud.

It was faid, Aliverdi cxprefled muoch
compundtion on this overture being fieft
made to him, to difpofiefs the fon -of his
mafter and benefactor ; but if we form our
conclufion from his Aéfsens, both antece-
dent and fubfequent to this period, we
fhall have no foundation to encourage our
belief in that report; for if he really had
at firft any fcruples to combat with, it is
certain he very foon fubdued them; and
determined to march into Beagal ; of which
full advice was immediately difpatched to
their confederate friends there,

It was however thought eligible, that
Suffraaz Kben thould be lulled into fecuri-
ty ; to which end, Alfverds (at the time he
was levying additional troops) wrote the
moft fubmiffive letter to him,—* afluring
“ him he was as much the flave of his
* houfe, -as he was in the time of his

G2 ‘¢ father;
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« father; humbly intreating his permiffion
“ to throw himfelf at his feet, and plead
“ the caufe of his unfortunate brother,
“ who, he had with grief learned, had in-
‘¢ curred his difpleafure, hoping by his
« perfonal {upplications, his unhappy bro=
“ ther would be reftored to the Soubah's
¢ favor *.”

He departed from Patna the latter end
of the year 1741, at the head of about
30,c00 horfe and foot ; leaving his brother
Hodjee Hamet, his Niab, or deputy gover-
nor of Babar. We will leave dliverdi on
his march, and return to the court of the
Soubah, .

Sujfracz Kban had yet about his perfon
three officers of diftinétion, that remained
faithful to his intereft———though from dif-
ferent motives; their names were Muffat
Kbasli Khan, Goas Khan, and Banteer Ali
Kban; (more commonly known by the
mame of Baaker Ali Kban) the firft, was
marritd to a fifter of the Soubah, and ap-
pointed Nabob of Oriffa, for which govern-

* This wasg the fpecions pretext publicly avowed
for Alrverds’s march into Bengal, which he began foon
afwer the difpatch of the abave lertsr, and before he
could polibly reccive any reply to it
E ment
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ment he was i1n a few days to fet out, with
a fmall body of troops—His intereft con-
nected him firmly to the Soubah, on whofe
well being his own fortunes depended.

The other two had been proved faithful
fervants to Soujah Kban, and were attached
to the prefent Soubzh, more from princi-
ples of gratitude, honor, and affetion to
the memory of their old mafter, than to
any love they could poflibly bear to him-
felf—they fupported the charaéter of brave
officers, were in confiderable commands
under the Vice-roy, and in truth were the
only perfons in his court, for whom he
obferved the leaft refpect or regard.

Thefe officers, after the departure of
Hodjee, had received imperfeét intelligence
of the frequent meetings of Hodjee, Yag-
gaut Seet, and Allum Chund, which they
ventured to communicate to the Vice-roy,
intimating at the fame time their fufpi-
cions, that fuch meetings, compofed of
perfons, which they feared were difaffected
to his government, called for his attention;
and advifed the immediatefeizure of the Seets,
Allum Chund, and the commanding officer
of the artillery ; but Suffraaz Khan, doomed
todeftruéion, hearkened not to thefefaithful
' G 3 . admo-
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admonitions, which he treated as idle ap=~
prchenfions without any real foundation,
- thinking them friendly endeavours ‘only to
draw him from his pleafures, which they
had before attempted, but in vain,

By this fatal delufion, the Soubah loft
the only opportunity of exerting that power
whichmight have faved him from approach-
ing ruin: the bold flep advifed by Goas
and Baaker Kbans, of feizing thofe heads
of the confpiracy, would have ftruck terror
into the whole party, and effeually put
a flop to Aliverds's intended invafion, and
probably a period alfo to his hopes.

Alverdi Khan followed the letter he
wrote the Soubah, with fuch expedition
that he gained the pafs of Siclygully, and
entered Bengal before the leaff intimation

of his departure from Patna reached the
court of the Soubah.

The pafs of Sichygully divides the pro-
vinces of Bengal aéguﬂabar, is of confi-
derable lﬂngtﬁ, and only about ten to
twelve feet wide, fituate on the top of a
mountain, with a fteep aftent both ways ;
the courfe of the pafs is Nortd and Sonth,
flanked to the Weflward byan impenetrable

wood,
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wood, and to the Eaffward by the principal
branch of the river Ganges: thus circum-
ftanced it was capable of being defended
by a f{mall number of men, but it was
left unguarded by the infatuated Suffraaz
Kbhan, and without any defence at all.

Aliverdi knew the importance of this’
pafs, and therefore determined by forced
marches to gain the poficflion of it, before
it could poffibly be put in a'flate of de-
fence fufficient to oppofe his entrance into
Bengal; this he accomplithed as above, and
found it neceffary to halt for fome days to
refrefh his fatigued troops.

On the firft advice that the Nabob of Patna
had paffed Siclygully, the court of the Soubah
was frruck with the deepeft confternation,
every one fecing further into the confequen-
ces of his approach, than the unhappy and
fhort fighted Suffraaz Kkan; who having at
firt no conception, that Aliverdi was at
the head of an army, exprefied only high
rage and refentment at his daring to enter
the province without his permiffion.—But
when foon after Goas and Baaker Kbans
informed him of the number of troops he
had with him—and that' they were con-
vinced (by intelligence from fpies they had

G 4 placed
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placed near his perfon) the defign of 4/
verdi was to depofe him, it is impoffible
to paint his farv.—He immediately fent for
Jaggaur Seet, and Allum Chund, and d'-':"'.'
manded of them how they dared fuffer
fuch a body of troops to enter the pro-
vince, without giving early notice of it ?
urging thut he knew fuch'a ftep wis not
taken without their privacy and counfcl.

The accufed, who expe@ed this attack,
came prepared, having previoufly concerted
their replics, left they fhould have been
feparately examined.—They fuffered the
Soubah's rage to expend itfelf in words,
and then {ubmiffively affured him ¢ That
¢ had there been the fmallet foundation
* for the belicf of the reports falfly fpread .
* of Altverdi Kban, they would have been
“ the firft of his flaves to advife him of
“ his danger.—That the forces of Aliverd
“ were- greatly exaggerated by fome evil
 minded people near the Soubah's perfon,
‘* who were declared enemies to Hodjee's
“ houfe, —— That tbeir intelligence (on
* waich they could depend) faid, he was
** only accompanied by his common at-
#¢ tendants, and a fmall guard to defend
* him againft the peity Rajahs, and free-
:¥ booters of the mountains, — That they

E ' s were
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i« were themfclves perfedtly fatisfied, the
s condu of Altverdi was greatly mifre-
s« prefented ; and that his only defign was
¢ to throw himfelf at the Soubah’s feet,
« and plead the caufe of his unhappy dil=
¢ graced brother Hodjee Hamet.”

To corroborate this fpecious and deceit-
ful harangue, they eacﬁecpmducc{i letters
from Aliverdi, and from other feemingly in-
different perfons in his train, calculated pur-
pofcly to fupport the deceptions, which
being compared with others, wrote to the
Soubah from Siclygully, he was thereby
again lulled into 2 flupid fecurity, and was
influenced fo far by the combined traitors,
as to cenfure Goas Khan, and Baaker Ali
. Khan, asaiming to fkir up troubles and a
war in the province, that they might benefit
themfelves in the confufion. -

We left Aliverdi Kban to the Soutbward
of Siclygully 'Eatfs, halting to refrefh his
troops after their fatigning march.—Here
he met with an impediment, that was well
nigh making his whole fcheme prove
abortive.

His principal Jemmautdaars, officers and
foldiers, had been promifed four months ad-
yanced pay, (befides their old arrears) and

? a
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a gratuity of three Lacs of Rupees as foon
as they Zti‘:ﬁd the province o Bengal. —
The Jemmautdaars in a body prefented
themfelves before the Nabob, and demand-
ed the promifed pay and gratuity for them-
felves and their people, declaring if it was
with-held from them, they would not
march a foot further.

This demand threw Alfverdi into the
utmolt perplexity, knowing his inability
to cumpiyrpwiﬂr?it; for tgvhnt with the
large bribes remitted to Delby, for the pur-
chafe of his indcpendant government of
. Babar, and other confiderable fums juft
difburfed, to corrupt and keep firm the

rincipal officers in the fervice of the Sou-

sh; his coffers were drained, and at a
very low ebb.

However, without difcovering the dif-
ficulty he was under, he with his ufual
dignity, and a voice of apthority, “ order-
*¢ ed them to withdraw, and wait without,
“ and they fhould be fatisfied.” — Then
calling a private Durbar, confifting of his
Dewan Chinkumunny, and a few of his
chicf confidants, he * informed them of the
* demand of his Jemmautdaars,” and re-
prefented in lively colowss, « the rifque

¢ him{elf
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« himfelf and they ran, of being deliver-
« ¢d up to Suffraaz Kbgn, unlefz fome
« expedient was devifed to raife to the
« amount of three Lacs, with which he
« doubted not to quiet them for the pre-
« fent.” To this the Dewan replied, the
whole fum in his hands did not exceed
45000 Rupees, and that he knew of no
means of raifing more.—

This unfavourable report of the Dewan,
pmve& a {evere thock to Aliverdi and his
adherents.— Various alternatives were (as
ufual in thefe cales) propofed, without any
having the appearance of fucceeding :
amongft the reft, it was firenuoufly urged
by the Dewan, that an cxprels fhould be
fent to FYagzaut Seet; but this was oppofed
by the gagt;il:i,—who afferted, fuc[fl;udca
«¢ lay would prove fatal to the wholé en-
« terprize.”"—And he was juft on the point
of refolving to retreat with thofe troops he
could depend on; when the evil genus of
Suffraaz Kban, in the perfon of one of
Aliverd?s followers, conciliated all matters
by a device, which merits being particu-
larly recited.

There were two brothers, merchants of
Patna, well known by the names of Omy
Chund,
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Chund, and Diep Chund: the former of
thefe now attended the camp, and was
generally of Alfverds’s private councils, and
much in his confidence.

One of the occupations of this O
Chund, was to advance occafionally ready
money to the officers and foldiers at 2 very
high premium ; this is an allowed practice
in all Eaftern camps, and poffibly, at leaft
for aught we know, it may be’the prac-
tice in the Weftern alfo—however, the
greatnels of the rifque certainly juftifies
the largene(s of the premium, for the re-
payment not only depends upon the lives
of the borrowers, but upon their {uccefs.

Oy Chund had brought with him only
20,000 rupees, for this game at hazard:
he defired the Nabob would order his De-
wan to pay him immediately the 45,000
rupees, which wercein his hands; whichbeing
complied with, he inftruted the Nabob,
* To call in the Jemmautdaars and
* order them to bring in an account of
their refpective claims, and to tell them
that he would ‘give them draughts on
Omy Chund, taking care to give billets
¢ firft to thofe who had the fmalleft fums to
“ receive, and that in the clofe of the

AR evening
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st ¢vening he fhould (on pretence of frefh
« intelligence by his fpies that Sufraaz
« Khan was in full march towards him)
s coule the Nobuf to be beat, and iffue his
« orders for engaging the enemy early in
« the morning, and leave the reft to him.”,

The Jemmautdaars were called and or-
dered to bring in their claims, which they
did in lefs than an hour, for they generally
have them ready made up on a fcrap of
paper, which they depofit either in their
girdle or turband. Whenall the claims were
laid before the Nabob—he ordered his De-
wan to give them billets upon Omy Chund ;
the Dewan, according to private inftru&tions,
made what delay he could, not to occafion
fufpicion, and gave thofe firft who had the
leaft to receive.

When the Jemmautdaars tendered their
billets to Omy Chund, he paid feveral of
the leaft confiderable fums readily, and
without any deductions; then, as he had
accounts to fettle with moft of them, he
prolonged the time by many artful blun-
ders and defigned errors, until the day was
far fpent, and not more than one cighth
part of their accounts adjufted, then ex-
cufing himfelf on account of the great fa-

tigue
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tigiic he had undergone, deferred the further
payments until the next morning. -

As foon as the day clofed, Aliverdi or-
dered the Nobut to be beat, and iffued out
his commands to his Yemmautdaars to hold
themfelves in readinefs for engaging the
next day, telling them that Suffraaz Khan's
army was not far diftant,

This unexpedted alarm had the effed,
which Omy Chund had forefeen ; thofe who
had received the amount of their billets, in
all hafte returned it into his cuftedy, and
the others depofited theirbillets in his hands;
in the morning the Nabob refumed his
march, taking the rout to Morfbadabad,
keeping up the alarm and expettance of a
battle, until he in reality encountered the
Soubah, to whom we once again return.

Baaker Ali Khan and Goas Kban, re-
ceiving hourly frefh intelligence from their
fpics of .Alfverdf's motions, and the num-
ber, of his forces, had fhill the courage to
reprefent . to the Soubah, the danger his

rfon apd government were in and

ambly befought him, ¢ to provide for
* falety whilft in his power;” urging
 that- if the defigns of, Liverdi were

 honour-
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¢t honourable, the moft eligible way to
« preferve him in thofe fentiments, was
« to let him fee he was in a condition and
«« pofture to oppofe and cruth him. That
«« if on the contrary the defigns of Alverdi
¢« were aimed againft the government,
« his fupine conduct muft inevitably fe-
« cure his fuccefs. That from the face
« of their intclligence, and the whole
«« procedure of Aliverdi, they had noroom
« to doubt the wickednefs of his inten-

s tions.”

Thefe remonftrances joined to advices
the Soubah had himfelf received of the
rea] number of AliverdS's troops, at laft
roufed him from his ftupor, and he directly
ordered his Jemmautdaars and forces to
take the field, and rendezvous in the plains
of Gyria, about three miles to the North
of Morfbadabad, himfelf following the next
morning, He had hardly time to marfhal
his troops in order of battle, when dlver~
di’s army appeared.

Their force was nearly equal, each about
30,000 men, 20,000 foot, and 10,000
horfe; Suffraaz Khan had twenty picces
of artillery from twelve to fix and four
pounderss; Aliverdi had none.

Suffraaz
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¢ Swffraaz Khen planted his cannon iy
his front, with firi® orders not to fire,
until the enemy advanced within half muf.
ket thot, for on his artillery he refled fe-
cure of viGory— Aliverd; ordered his troops
to receive the difcharge of the cannon, and
then to rufh in upon the Soubah’s army
fword in hand ; he iffued thefe orders with
redt fecurity, for he and his troops knew
at by the treachery of the Tope Khonnab
Droger, the cannon were loaded with pow-
der only. He alio iffued his inflructions
to his officers, to regard nothing but at-
tacking thofe pofts, which were command-
ed by Muffat Kbhooli Khan, Baaker Ak
Kban, and Goas Khan, well knowing that
none of the Soubah’s troops or officers would
engage, but thofe which were immediately

under their command,

When the engagemerit began, all but
five or fix thoufand of the Soubah’s troops
ftood idle fpectators of the battle ; Afﬁvﬂdg's
beft troops adyanced without the leaft ap-
prehenfion, ftood the difcharge of artillery,
and vigoroufly attacked the divifion of Baa-
ker Ali Khan, (behind which the Soubsh
was ftationed) they were twice repulfed
with much f{laughter; but Baaker Ak's
troops being over-powered by frefh num-

ber Ss
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bers, this brave man was killed, and moft
of his party cut to pieces.

Goas Khan penetrating to the center of
the enemy, with a few brave followers,
was near killing Alfverd? with his own
hand, when Sedun Hazzaary commander
of his Burkundaffes, interpofed and faved
him; obliging Goas ‘Kban to retire with
his command, who foon after, furrounded
by Alfverdf’s troops, and difdaining to re-
ceive quarter, were to a man ki]ilcd.

Mujfat Khooli Kban, and the troops under
his command, for fome time exerted them-
felves with great courage and fidelity in de-
fence of the Soubah’s perfon, who being
now for the firft time informed of the
treachery of the Tope Kbonnab Droger, and
thedefcction andperfidy of meftof hisofficers
and troops, and that he was betrayed on
all hands, and learning alfo the fates of his
two faithful gencrals—he ordered « Muf
« fat Kbooli Kban to retire from the ba
¢ to make the beft retreat he could to
* Cuftack, and fave if poffible the pro-
“ vince of Oriffa from the traytor and
“ ufurper Alverdi;” telling him * he faw
““ it was vain for him alone to attempt
#¢ flemming the current of his adverfe for-

H

“tope,” .
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% tone.” Muffat Kbooli Kban obeyed, and
with a fmall faithful party retired, and
eluded the purfuit of the enemy.

The Soubah, thus abandoned, determined,
it fhould feem, to efface by a glorious death
the remembrance of his inglorious life—
At this junéture it was, that the leader of
his elephant propofed to him to return to
the capital, ¢ telling him that he would
“ engage on the forfeiture of his head, to
* convey him fafe there, where he had
¢ flill {ome friends that would be able to
“ make a ftand for him ;" but he nobly
replied, “ it never fhould be faid that
“ Suffraaz Kban fled from rebels and tray-
¢ tors.” And ordered him to plunge into
the thickeft of the enemy, where with a
few of his guards; that yet remained fteady
to him, he for fome time maintained an
obftinate engagement—Ilike an enraged lion
he fought to a degree of defperation ; it
was faid he emptied a whole quiver of ar-
rows, and difcharged more than a dozen
javelins, befides the execution he did with
the fire arms he had with him, on the ele-
phant ; but at laft being weary with flaugh-
- 4er, and not able any loager to lift an arm,
a period was put to his life and fortune, by
a mutket ball from a diftance, faid to be

diicharged
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difcharged by one of his own people ; with
this wound he fell dead from his elephant,
and with his death the conteft ceafed. ——

Thus fell the fon of Soujab Kban, tef=
tifying by his exit from life, that he pof-
fefled a foul capable of producing great ac-
tions, had the foil been early and properly

cultivated.
%

Aliverdi Khan pofleffed himfelf of the
late Soubah’s tent and baggage, the plunder
of which, amounting to between nine and ten
lacsof rupecs, he beftowed upon his principal
officers' and foldiers—he reccived Suffraax
Kban's perfidious officers and foldiers into
his fervice, and marching to the capital,
entered it without refiltance through the
acclamations of the people; proceeding to
the palace, he {eated himflf upon the
Muztned, and received the fubmififion of
_ the Rajahs, Jemmautdaars, and other great
officers, who acknowledged and faluted
him Soubah of the Téree provinces.

The fate of one of the three principal
confpirators, having fomething remarkable
in it, calls for our particular mention.——
Allum Clusd returned from the invefling
Aliverd? to his own houfe, and being bit-

H 2 terly
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terly reproached by his wife, for his perfidy
and treafon to the fon of his prince and
mafter, and predifting ‘¢ that he would
« fhortly receive from the wfurper the re-
 ward due to every frayfor,” was there-
by fo much affeted, that he fwallowed

diamond powder, and in a few hours ex-
pired.

Aliverdi Khan entertaining no favour-
able opinion of the military prowefs and
capacity of the Bengal foldiery, and having
fo very lately feen a glaring proof of their
natural perfidy, as well as cowardice, in the

_ unhappy fall of his pmdcc:ﬁbr, determined
to put no truft or confidence in them, and
to guard againft their treachery, which he
knew might b:enﬁly purchafed againft him,
as it had been for him ; entertained imme-
diately in his fervice a felect body of three
thoufand Patans, with their commander
Muflapha Kban; a foldier of fortune, who
about this time arrived in Benga/ with re-
commendatory letters from court: he bore
the chara&ter of a confummate general, and
his fubfequent aétions verified the report.—
Thefe new troops the Soubah kept always
on duty near his perfon, and their chief
was admitted to his councils and favor.

4 § . His
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His next ftep was to difplace all officers
throughout the provinces that he had rea-
fon to think retained any affe@tion to the
late Soubah’s houfe, and when he thought
himfelf fecure ageinft all attempts that
might endanger his newly acquired govern-
ment, he appointed a Niab pro fempore, for
the government of Bahar and its capital,
and recalled his brother Hodjee Hamet, that
he might benefit him{lf of his counfel and
afliftance in his arduous fituation,

Hodjee being arrived, all matters were de-
bated and concerted relative to the govern-
ment of the provinces ; Hodjee was invelted
with the government of Morfbadabad in
the abfence of his brother, who without
delay took the field, and dirc&ed his rout
towards Oriffa, on the thirticth of Marcb,
1742 ¥.—We will leave the Soubah on his
march, and for a few minutesattend on the
Nabaob of Orifa.

This fugitive and unfortunate brother in
law to the late Soubah, (with whom I was

* Suffraez Kban's defeat and death was on the
twenty-cighth of Famuary, 1741-2, and not on the
thirtieth of March, 1742, a5 the author of the Reflec-
tions :n‘untﬂuﬂrg:fa.}'s, confounding the date of one
cvent with apother.

‘H 3 inti-
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intimately aequainted) efcaped from the
battle with a few followers, as before re-
cited ; he in a few days reached the ca-
pital of Oriffa, where many of the friends
of Suffraaz Kban's houfe reforted to him, he
made {ome attempts to fortify, and inlift
troops for the defence of the place; but being
#l !E;Pplied with cannon and ammunition,
and receiving certain intelligence of the
ufurpér’s approach, with 4 very fuperiour
force to his own, he thought it prudent
to provide for his own fafety, by retreating
out of the province with his family, de-
gming from Kuitack four days before the
oubah’s van-guard reached it, and found
an afylum in the Decean, under Nizzam
Al Mulk,

- Kuttack opened its gates to the Ufurper,
bat he had Fgccl}r Iéttf::i the gwcmmcmf
Oriffa, whew he was alarmed with the news,
that an army of 80,000 Mabaratter horfehad
entered the province of Bengal, by a paflage
ever the Bierbsbheen hills, and had already
penctrated into the Burdomaan country.

The Ufurper received this unexpected
fhock with manifeit aftonithment; he im-
mediately faw not only his retreat, but
every communication with his brother and

his
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his capital cut off. In this dilemma we
will leave him for a while, and inveftigate
as well the caufes of this invafion, as con-
vey fome idea of the people called Mala-
rattors, who for a few years laft paft, have
been as much the dread and terror of the
Eaft, as the Gaths and Fandals of old were
of the Weft; with this effential difference
in their chara&ers, that wheras £befé were
the barbarous invaders of the rights and
property of others; kg are making juf-
tifiable efforts to recover that, which their
anceftors had been for ages in peaceable
and juft pofleflion of.

When the Empire of Indoflan was in-
vaded, and in part conquered by the Mo-
ul Tartars, about the beginning of the
fifteenth century ; many of the Rajahs, or
- Hindeo princes of the country, fubmitted
with little oppofition to the invaders, on
condition of Ealding their lands and prin-
cipalities, paying a ftipulated annual tribute :
But others of them, difdaining this tribu-
tary ftate of flavery, retired to.the fouth-
ward, and poflefiing themiclves of the moft
fouthern parts. of Deccan, they remained
unmolefted until about the year 1654, the
latter end of the reign of the Emperor

Shaw, ¥ ebawn,
4 H'Y His
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His third fon Auring Zebe, being at that
period Soubah of the Deccan, (or fouth)
made a fruitlefs attempt on Gokonda, infti-
gated thereto by Mbir Jemla, who re-
volted to him from the then reigning Ra-
jah of that famous city, and the adjoining
country.

Auring Zebe, fucceeding to the throne
of Indgffan, in the year 1659, purfued by
his Generals his former defigns againt the
independant Rajahs on the coaft of Cor-
mandel, guided chiefly by the counfel and
inftrudions of Mbir Yemla; by whofe va-
lour Golconda was reduced, and the whole
coaft fubdued, from Ganjam to Coleroon
river, thatis, from the latitude of 14°, 40
to 19". 30. north.

The other promontory of India, called
the coaft of Mallubar, from the borders of
the province of Guzerat to cape Gomorin,
Was never conquered by the Mogul Em-
perors 5 but the independant poficflion of
It, was maintained by various Rajahs, the
chicf of whom was the Rajah of Sitzarad,

To thefe ind?qndant princes, the dif-
trefled and difpoficfed Rajahs of Corman-
del applied for fuccour : They, alarmed at

: & the
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the rapid progrefs of the Mogul arms, im-
mediately united themfelves under the ban-
ners of the Rajah of Sittarab.

Thefe united princes and people, are
thofe which are known by the general
name of Mabarattors, a word compound-
cd of Rattor and Maabah; the firlt being
the name of a particular Raazpoot (or Roj-
poot) tribe, and the latter, fignifying great
or mighty, (as explained by Mr. Frefer)
a term we have had oceafion to make ufe
of before, and frequently {hall again.

The acquifitions thus gained to the Em-=
pire by the Generals of Auring Zebe, coft
16 much blood and treafure, that the dia-
mond mines of Goleanda hardly proved an
equivalent; for the confederate princes
made fuch vigorous efforts to regain what
they had loft, that Auring Zebe was obliged
to keep up fo large an armament, that
the expence of preferving his new conqueft
exceeded the whole revenues acquired by
it ; the glorious vanity, however, of hav-
ing carried his conquefts of this Empire
further than any of his predeceflors, deter-
- mined him not to abandon them, until
finding at lait, he fhould rifque the lofs of
the whole, .he began to meditate coming

' to
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to a treaty with them, which refolution
was haftened by feveral bold attacks, made
on different parts of his dominions by the
Mabarattors at the fame time.—On the
fide of his new fouthern acquifitions, they
carried fire and {word fometimes into the
province of Dswiatabad, and attacked the
capital Auringabad, and from Sittarab they
penetrated through the provinceof Guaerat,
* and  fometimes alarmed even the court of
Delby, fitriking a panick wherever they

came.

Auring Zebe, feeing at length, no prof-
pect of extending his conquefts farther
over thefe intrepid natives; thought it a
wife meafure to fecure, and keep if pof-
fible, what he had got..—To this end, he
entered into a treaty with the confederate
Rajahs, and by a fecret valuable confider-
ation given to the Selos Rajah, King of
Sittarab, a peace was concluded between
them on the following terms. < That
“ Auring Zebe f{hould remain in quiet
¢ pofieflion of his fouthern conquefts as
¢ far as the river Colerson, before mention-
“ ed, and the port of Swrar; and that in
* lieu thereof, the Mabaraitors (hould re- -
* ceive, and be intitled to, for ever, 2
“ Chout (that is, the fourth part) of the

i reve-
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¢« revenues of Deccan;” to which Soubab-
Jbip, thefe new fouthern conquefts were an-
nexed by the Emperor.

Thus a period was put to a war, that had
chiefly employed the attention of near two
thirds of Auring Zebe's long and fortunate
reign, by which, fo important an addition
of territory and revenue was obtained,
that had it been duly and honeftly govern-
ed and adminiflered, and the treaty kept
mnviolate on both fides, would have yielded
a perpetual. fource of riches to all fucceed-

ing Emperors, on every emergency of the
ftate,

As long as Auring Zebe lived, the Chofit
was duely paid.to the Mabarattors, but on
his deceafe the treaty began to be infring-
ed, though it fuffered no open rupturc un-
til the death of Shaw Alfum, when the
Empire falling into a fate of univerfal con-
fufion, (by the contentions that arofe be-
tween his fons for the fucceffion to the
throne, and by the fubfequent diftractions
during the defpotic tyranny of the Seyd:)
little regard was paid to it on the part of
the government,

b e Thiﬂg’
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Things being in this fituation, the My~
barattors determined to pay themfelves, by
making incurfions on different fides of the
Empire, and laying the city of Surar un-
der contribution; in which warfare they
met with fuch fuccefs from the continued
pufillanimity and diftraction of the govern-
ment, that at length, they extended their
claiim and demand from the ftipulated
Chaiit of the revenues of the Deccan, to a
Claiit of the whole revenucs of the Empire.

However, when Mabommed Shaw, by the
overthrow of the Seyds, arrived to the fe-
cure pofleffion of the throne, Anuo 1719,
fome check was put to their invafions;
- and terms of accommodation being made
to them, they for fome years acquicfeed to
the terms of Auring Zebe's treaty, and an-
nually received the Choiit of the revenues
of the Deccan, by their agents out of the
royal treafury at Delby, long after thefe
revenues had loft their way to court by the
ufurpation and independance of the traytor
Nizam Al Mulg. '

In the year 1740, the deputies of the
King of Sittarab, arrived as ufnal at Delby to
receive the Chofit, when they were given
to underftand, * That Nady Shaww had

; “ lately
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“ lately fo exhaufted the treafuiry, that the

Emperor was rendered utterly incapable
“ of lgf’isfj?ing their demands ; the more
* efpecially, as the revenues of the Ben-
“ gal provinces had been witheld from
“ the year 1738, by the rebellion of
“ Aliverdi Khan, who, in conjunétion with
“ his brother Hodjee Hamet, had ufurped
“ the government of that Soubahdary ; re-
“ quetting that the deputies would intreat
‘ their mafter in the Emperor’s name, to
“ fend an army of fufficient force to exadt
¢ the amount of the Choar, that was due
“ to them; and alio to take the heads of
“ Alrverdf and his brother, and reftore the
“* family of Soujab Khan to the Soubahfhip,
‘“ as the then diftracted ftate of the Empire
** put it out of his power to fend a force
“ ftrong enough to reduce the two rebels.”

With this anfwver, and afFeal powers
from the Emperor, the deputies departed
for Sittarsh.— A fa& that fully confutes
the affertion of Alverd?s having received
a Phirmaund, confirming him i the go-
vernment ; as was publithed by beat of
drum, and induftrioufly circulated by the
Seets the latter end of the year 1739 *.

“The

* Ahoerds fittind In ftate = whele day to receive the
tham Plirmaund, with the ufual ceremonials on fuch
w—-
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The Mabarattor deputies arriving at Sir-
tarak, teported the refult of their deputa-
tion, and the Emperor's requeft. The
King of Sittarab did not ruminate long
what refolution to take; he now had ob-
tained a juftifiable plea to attack the Mo-
gul’'s dominions with his own participation ;
therefore, without lofs of .time, ordered an
army of 8oooo horfe to take the field, and
march into Bengal, under the command of
Bofchar Pundit, a general of fome repu-
tation, and favorite of the Seboo Rajah
King of Sittarah. This general and army
we left in the Burdomaan country between
the ufurper and his capital ; to whom we

occafions; but this is a farce that has been fime
played in fome parts of the province of Bengal, and
laughed at, as much as it was then.—For the Seets
could always st wp 2 Plirmaund from court when
ever it was wanted, That Aliverdi was mever con-
firmed in the government by a real Phirmaund, is a faét
that admits of no doubt; and it is well known, that
fo late as Fuwe, Anms 1750, the Vizir Manfoor Ali
Khan, (father of Sewjah Dewlat, the prefent Soubah of
Uluide) was advanced at the head of 100,000 horle,
within eight days: march of Patne; purpolely to re-
fivre thefe [o Jong difmembered provinces to the Em-
pire, @nd punith the ufurper ;—but differences arifing
between ¢the young Emperor Amet Shaw, (fon and
fuiceeflor to med Show) and Rajah TFeer Simg,
ths Viziy was recalled from this fervice, or as others
more probably fiid, his retreat was bought off by
Hiversiy at-the price of fifty Lic of Rupdes.

' muft
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muit again return, and point out the er-
rors that drew him into the perilous fitua-
tion and dilemma we left him in, before
we fhew how bravely he extricated him-
felf from it,

Some fhort time before he

from Morfbadabad, a flight rumour pre=-
vailed of the intended invafion of the Ma-
barattors, to which no credit was given
cither by the ufurper or his brother; but
flight as the report was, it ought to have
merited their attention at a junéture when
he was departing with all the firength of
the provinces to the.moft extream part of
his government; and as he mauft have
known, noenemy could enter the province
of Bengal, fo as'to cut off his communi-
cation with his capital, but by the weftern
hills of Bierbobeen, prudence dicated that
he fhould have fecured the fidelity of the
Rajahs of Bierbobeen and Bifnapore, who
were alone capable of harraffing and re-
tarding, if not of preventing the Maba-
raffor army entering from that quarter.

But (as if Fortune had purpofed, that
the negledt of this wife precaution fhould
be conducive to the higher exaltation of
the charaéter of ,this her favorite fon) fo

far
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far were the brothers from adverting to the
neceffity of fuch a fecurity in his rear,
that both thefe Rajahs had been highly in-
cenfed by fome aéts of opprefiion exercifed
towards them foon after Biverds's ufurpa-
tion of the government, and were readily
difpofed, in place of obftructing the enemy,
to give them a free entrance into the heart
of Bengal, which they did without the
leaft oppofition; though in purfuing their
refentment, they entailed a long feries of
heavy calamitics on their unhappy country.

We left Aliverdi Kban at Cuttack, in
deep aftonithment at the news of this
dangerous invafion, Without difcovering
the leaft apprehenfion or alarm, he with-
drew for the fpace of half an hour, in con-
fultation only with Muffapba Khan, then
ordered his people to prepare for marching;
he quitted Cuttack the fame day, and by
forced marches reached near Burdswan,
the principal town of Burdsmaan, (within
five days march of the capital) two days
after the Mabarattors took pofieflion of it:
Here he intrenched himfelf, and was {oon
furrounded by the enemy, dnd though they
had at leaft the fuperiority of eight to one,
they had not the courage to attack him.

Bofchar
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Bofchar Pundit, however, fent Aliverd!
a letter, explaining the npature of the
powers he was invefted with, demanding
¢ three years arrears of the Chodt, the
 treafures of*the two late § . and
¢ that in future, an officer of their own,
‘¢ fhould have a feat in every Cutcherry
«¢ throughout the provinces, to colleét the
«, fourth part of the cuftoms on their be-
« half.” |

The ufurper received thefe ferms with
the higheft indignation and impatience;
inftantly commanding the meflenger to
leave his camp, without deigning to fend
any reply to them; and finding by the pro-
politions made to him, that there remain-
ed fmall hope of effecting any accommo-
dation with the Mgbarattor General; he
determined to make one vigorous ef-
fort, to break through the enemy, and re-
gain a tommunication with his brother;
to this refolution he was flimulated, by
obferving a univerfal panic afaongft his
Bengal troops, many of whom f:ﬁ:rtcd
him by fevour of the night,

In purfuance of this refolve, he iffued the
necefiary orders, omitting nothing that
could fpeak the confummate General, pro-

I 1 m.tﬁng
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mifing moft liberal rewards to thofe who
maintained in- this exigency the character
of a foldier; and well judging that his
principal dependance refted upon the Pa-
fans, he beftowed the higheft encomi-
ums and promifes on that body, by whom
be be 1o be loved and revered, being
thcmfﬁz:;s brave, they admired thofe in-
trepid qualities in Aliverd, which fo nearly
refembled their own. :

All things being prepared, the ufurper
- dire@ed that part of the trench to be level-
ed with the utmoft filence, which looked to-
wards Cutwab. Then putting himfelf with
Muftapha Kban at the head of the Pg-
tans half an hour before day break,
marched out, and with amazing courage
charged that part of the enemy that in-
tercepted his rout towards the laft men-
tioned town, -

His rear being compofed intirely of his
Bengal trods, (then efteemed the worft
foldiers of the Empize) were foon fiar-
rounded and put to flight ; but the Potans
exhibited a glorious effort; thefe led on
(as before obferved; by the Soswbah, and
their gallant chief Mufiapha, their rear
commanded by the brave Zeyndl  Amer

. Kban,
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Kben, (Hodjee's 'fecond fon) with much
flaughter cut themfelves a paffige thioug
the enemy, and - gained the Ciiftwad toad™
In the courfe of which, they miintained 4
moft memorable retreat for near three days
andnights ; being often furrounded and at-
tacked on all fides, by t!iﬁ'ﬁhéhfﬁaﬁ;
rattor army, and as often repulfing’ an
forcing thc{r paffage until they anigniﬁ
GE{W&E’. ! i , 1 r 5 41 '. Fir

At this place the ufurper muftered his
troops, and found that of ‘2 gooo fig tlug
men, with which he departed from his
capital, he had only remaining 2500 Pa-
tans, and about 1 soo of his Bengal foldiers,
including their officers ; thefe laft named
troops, ' ftimulated by ‘the cxample of the
Patans, and the intrepid behaviour of their
Jemmautdear Fafier Khan®, were kept
firm to their duty. il L e

At Cutwab, Alverdi, found it neceffary
to halt for a fhort {pace to refrefh his har-
rafed troops, who during the term of this
aftonifhing retreat, had' in 4 matiner been
ftrangers to food, reft, or ﬂccP—HcF

* Since better known by the name of 30 nﬁa' '
JEKquSuﬁhthdﬂwgJ' g '? 7

12 they
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they were again furrounded on all fides,
except on that of the river, which Alverd?

. was informed was in one place fordable, a
circumftance unfufpected by the enemy.

_ It was now upiverfally believed that the
_Ilfl.IIPcI muft furrender himfelf, or be cutto
ieces  with the few that remained with
, and indeed a report ran through the
pronncc that he was acually taken prifo-
ner ; but the actions of this handful of
men in theic retreat from Burdwan, had
ftruck fuch terror and amazement into the
whole Makarattor army, that they gazed
upon them as {o many enraged typers in a
net, without daring to approach the toils
that enclofed them ; contenting themfelves
with the dependance of ftarving them to
a furrender : Little dreaming that Aliverds
would attempt fording the river, with
ple near exhaulted by continued labour and
watching.

_' The nfurpcr taking advantage of this
rlﬁ‘blc panic in the enemy, and unwilling
to let the triumphant ardour of his own
foldiers cool, refolved to attempt the river
without farther dc lay, and knowing there
Wwas a defile lcading from the village to the
river, through which the enemy 'might in-

tercept
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tercept his paffage, he judged it neceflary
to fecure the Defilé, thereby alfo to prevent
his rear being attacked before they could
gain the river.

The defence of this dangerous poft was
given to Muflapha Kban, fupported by Feyndi
Amet Khan, and Yaffier Kban, with cighty

Jelect Patans, who immediately - departed
to take pofieffion of the Defili—As foon as
they were pofted, Mujftapba Kban difpatched
a meflenger to the Soubzh to advife: him
he might attempt the river whenever heé
pleafed.

Aliverdi having prtvinuﬂy made the ne-
ceffary difpofitions, put himfelf at the head
of the Patans, and gave the fignal for
marching to the river, which they entered
without moleftation preceded by well in=
ftructed guides. ! sabbng

As foon as the enemy perceived: him in
motion, they inftantly. attacked the Defile
with great violence, hoping yet to circum-
vent him —They at firlt f%emr.d ‘to deride
and defpife the fmall number left for the
defence of it, but foon found their error in
repeated repulfes with heavy flaughter, from
this détermined, though fimall bedy of men 3

: Aol T each
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each .of their leaders on this, momentons
occafion giving proofs of valofir worthy
the greateft heroes of antiquity.

They maintained their poft for a full
hour againft. eitérated attacks of freth
troops, ‘without giving the leaft way, and
until they judged the Soubah had fafely
paft. the river; they then began to retreat
by flow dégrees through the Difile, with=
out turning their backs, and having gained
about . the middle part of it *, advice was
brought 10 Muflapba Khan, that his rear
was attacked by the enemy + —This ge-
neral without hefitating ‘a moment com-
mitted the charge of his front to Y eyndee
Ansét Kban, a.uf: Fafier Kbon, and order-
ing the forty men that compofed his rear
20 face about; he put himfeif ar their head,
forming two fronts to oppofe the enemy,
and fending orders to Feyndee Amet to con-
tinue his retreat, he bravely charged his
new antagonifts; and forced them to rétire
with much lofs; when the whole purty

- ® The Dufilé was about eighty yards in length and
i ¥4
S0t L s event us5—a € ddn-
&:a;-;,:hutnu: thoufand men, {un:::i an cntr:mfr.
jato the town, and bad made a fruitlels attack upon

A rd's rear, a5 they puffed the river, from which
they were now returried,
Aok * hd
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had cleared the Defift, he cemmanded his
men to form in one line on the fhore, with
their backs to the river, and making a feint
to give a general affault, the enemy as he
expefted was ftruck with terror, and reti-
red many paces, Muffapba taking advantage
of their diftance, inftantly commanded his
troops to face about and take the river, ilj]im
which they plunged and gained the oppofite
thore, wilinpthc %ﬂfs on :hfmihdc ogpgply
fifteen men. ' =

If we confider the retreat of thefe Ve-
terans (from Burdwan to the oppofite (hore
of Cutwab river)in all its circumftances,
it will appear as amazing an effort of human
bravery, as the hiftory of any age or peo-
ple have chronicled, and we think it me-
rits as much being recorded and tranfmitted
to pofterity, as rhat of the celebrated Athe-
nian general and hiftorian.

Muftapha Kban, = Seyndee. Amet Khan,
and Yaffter Kban were teceived by the
Soubah, with all the marks of the higheit
affeftion and efteem’; he beftowed great
encomiums on the valour of Fafffer Kban,
who' wis' ever after diftinguifhed by his
favor ; he {dluted and thanked by name,
every ohc of the Patans, who fonght under

4L I a4 thefe
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thefe commanders at the memorable dea
fence of the Defifé; and having refrefhed
his troops, proceeded on his march to the
capital, where he was received with afto-
nifhment and reverence. His firlt adts,
were to prefent Muflapha Khan with ten
lac of rupees, and proportionably to re-
ward the reft of his brave defenders.

Whillt the ufurper was gaining everlaft-
ing renown as a foldier, his brother Hodjee
Hamet was employed in putting the city
of Mirfbadabad in a pofture of defence,
with extraordinary expedition he fank a
ditch reund it, formed a rampart and para-
pet, and planted cannon in thofe parts
where the city was moft open to the ese-
mies attacks — Alrverds rcgrnaching him,
‘* with having abandoned him to the ene-
“ my, and with being folicitous only for
*“ his own fafety, by neglecting to fend a
“ body of troops to favor his retreat.”
Hodjee replied, ** that concluding (from the
““ number of the enemy, his forlorn fitua-
*“ tion, and the repeated reports of his
“ being taken prifoner and killed) he was
“ no more, he thought it more advife-
“¢ able to firengthen the city, than to wea-
“ ken the defence of it, by parting with
¢ ‘any of the few forces tlf had been able
' - * 1o
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* to raife for its prefervation.” And -in
truth, Alverdi found it in a much better
ftate of refiftance than he expeéted.

Before the uforper had fet out on his
expedition for the reduction of Orifa, he
had fent orders to his deputy governor of
FPatna to levy troops in the province of
Babar, but thefe forces being not yet ar-
rived in Bengal, he was to the great morti-
fication of his enterprifing and military

enius, reduced to the neceflity of fhuttin
Eiml’e[f up in his capital, and was employr.§
in providing further for its fecurity.

The Mabarattors recovering from their
confternation and ic, and acquiring a
better knowledge f:fnthc ri?qr,q;ﬂ it
with their whole force, advanced to Mor-
fhadabad, and furrounded it without at-
tempting to afault it; they detached parties
into the environs, plundering and deitroy-
ing wherever they came; they fent fome
bodies of horft into the ifland of Cofimbuzar,
committing there the moft horrid devafla-
tion and cruelties : they fed their horfes
and cattle with mulberry plantations} and
thereby irreparably injured the filk manu-
faBure: in fhort, after committing every

. / hoftile

-,
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boftile act, which plenitade of power li-
cenfed without moleftation, they thought
it at length prudent to retire with their
lunder, left the approaching rainy feafon
which fkts in annually about the middle
of Yunz) fhiould intercept their retreat.

With this neceffary precaution they quit-
téd the blockade of the city, and repafied at
Cutwab eerly in Fame, 1742, with all their
immenfe plundet.

From Cutwah they penetrated through
the Burdomaan country, detaching their
parties into cvery diftri&, flill amafling
greatér booty, and firiking univerfzl terror
round ‘thein, fometimes alarming even the
European fettlements : The rains at length
fetting in, the middle of Jume, gave a flat-
tering hope fhat the land would foon be de-
livered from thefe devouring locufts; but
-alas ! this pleafing profpect had but a fhort
‘duration; they retired itis true, and bent their
vout towards the Bierbabeen hills, irrefolute
whether they' fhould quit the provinces in-
‘tirely, or only lodge themfelves in conve-
nient quarters in that high country, where
“they'would be ready to commence a new
feene of ‘deftru&ion zs foon as the rains
5 b, " broke
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broke up (which they generally do about
tbelattefc(ndbfsg;‘gﬁrrurthemi&dhbf
Oétober.)

It was by moft believed that the enemy
had taken their departure for their own
country, ‘and it if certain they had formed
that refolution; when on a fudden, to the
utter amazement of all, Bofbar Pundir its
fued ordérs to march into Bewgal; fo his
ill defliny prompted, that he might by his
fall pay a facrifice for the cruel enormities
committed on all ranks, by thofe under his
commard. *

They returned about the latter end of
July, and pitched their tents on the highelt
parts of the Bardomaan country, and fettled
themfelves there for the remainder of the
riiny feafon. ot

On this event a general face of ruin fue=
ceeded. Many of the inhabitants, weavers,
and hutbandmen fled, the Arungs werein 4
grear degree deferted, the lands untilled,
and the wretched fugitives who had efcaped
with nothing but their wives and children,
and whatever they could carty in their
hands, thought there was no fafety for
them, until they, arrived on the Eaftern

thore
-l

Fuly
Anno
1742,
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(hore of the Ganges ; to which they flock~
ed in thoals, without intermiffion for many
days together, of Ty

The manufadtures of the Arungs re-
ceived {o injurious a blow at this period,
that they have ever fince loft their original
purity and eftimation,and pmbab]y will never
recover them again ; but it is neceflary we
explain what influenced Bofchar Pundit, to
take the extraordinary and unexpeéted ftep
above-mentioned.

There was an officer employed in the
receipts of the revenues at Dacca, named
Mbir Hubbeehb who had embezzled a con-
fiderable fum, and had otherways been
guilty of mal-adminiftration in the execu-
tion of his truft; this man had been orde-
red foon after Aliverdf’s {cizing the govern=
ment, to repair to the capital, and render
an account of the branch committed to
him; he was bald and enterprifing, of
folid judgment, minutely acquainted with
the ftate of the provinces and courfe and
nature of the revenues; to draw his cha-
rafter, in fhort we need only fay, he was
in political wirtue the very counterpart
Hodjee Hamet.

Con-
0
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Confcious that his condué at Dacca
would not bear the teft of examination, he
availed himfelf of the prefent juncture of
confufion, and in place of repairing to the
capital, he fled to Bofcher Pundit, and ar-
rived in his camp, at the very period, that
general refolved to quit the provinces and
return to Sitfarab,

His known charaéter and abilities procu-
red him a ready and welcome reception,
and his mifchievous talents made him a
dangerous inftrument in the hands of thefe
invaders, to accomplith in a maaner the
utter deftruction of the country; he repre-
fented to Bsfehar Pundit, “ That in the
* prefent ftate of the provinces, he might
 with facility and fecurity afume the go-
« vernment of the Soubahdaary himfelf;
* that it wpuld be inglorious for him £9 re-
¢ treat with the calf, wien be could take the
“ cow alfo, that the rains wonld foon break
‘ up, and fet his calvalry at hiterty, and that
¢ he had no caufe to appreliend thic ufurper
“ wouldever have any poweror forcecapable
¢ ofoppofing him.” Bofebar Pundit greedily
hearkened to this pernicious advice, immedi-
atelychanged his rout, andreturned from Bi-
erﬁa[rlfm to Burdomaan, as before remarked ;
#nd havihg fixeg’his head quarters at Burd-

“ S
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avan, he {ent proper officers at the head of
{mall parties to collefk the revenues at every
feat of cuftom, and this they did for fome
time with as much tranquillity, as if they
had been the natural fovercigns of the
country.

During thefe tranfactions the ufurper was
not idle, as foon as he had certain intelli-
gencee-that the enemy had repaffed the Cut-
wab river, he quitted the city, and being
foon after re-inforced by the Patna levies,
and the number of his Patans increafed
from the Northward, he formed his camp
in-the neighbourhood of Morfchadabad,—
the Englifb, French and Dutch, thought it
neceffary during the rains, by various means
to fortify alfo, and add ‘to the ftrength of
their feveral fettlements, at Fort Wlliam,
Chundernagore, Haugly and (offivibuzar,
though hitherto unmolefted in their perfons
or property by the enemy.

Early in Ofsber the enemy, by the ad-
vice of Mbir-Hubbeeb, threw 2 ftrong bridge
of boats over the Cutwab river, the de-
fence of which was given to him; by his
affiltance alfo the enemy was now fupplied
with fome {mall cannon, fire arms and am-
munition ; he conftruGed\for the defence

i of
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of his bridge two boats, the ane con-
tiguous aboye, ﬂmh;s'::cr below the bridge
on the Plgffey fide ; on thefe he threw plat-
forms on which he planted a few carriage
pieces, forming effectual barricadoes with
loop holes, for the fecurity of his owa
peaple, as well as for the annoyance of the
ulurpers troops, in cafe they fhould prove
hardy enough to attack the bridge, for the
defence of which he embarked with him
the beft markfmen he could fele@.

This difpofition being compleated, the
whole of the Mabarattor army crofied
over, and began their incurfions to diffes
rent parts of the ifland, where ever the
waters would admit their marching; fome.
times thowing themfelves in ftrong bodies
round the ufurper’s camp, infuling him
with epprobrious language and infults, tho’
not danng to attack him. ol

The latter end of Ofsber 'he rains broke
up, the waters decreafed._hourly, and the
roads foon became paffable every where ; it
was now the enemy thoughe it advifeable
to recall their detached parties, and unite
their whole force, which they drew up be-
tween the ufurper's camp and Plaffey grove;
fucurccfarmtnthcirhridgc; here

45 " 4 they
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they halted three days, and reported they
;vnuld wait therc and give the ufurper
attle.

Aliverds, elated at this report, took the
field, and advanced towards the encmy,
not doubting but that if he could once
bring them to a general engagement, it
would prove decifive in his favor.—His
whole force amounted to about forty-cight
thoufand men, of whom barely twenty
thoufand were horfe, whereas the enemy’s
was wholly compofed of c:ml?, an ad-
vantage they had the wifdom fully to avail
themfelves of, by the fagacious counfel of
Mbir Hubbesh, through the courfe of this
deftructive and long conteft.

As the ufurper advanced, they retreated
towards the bridge, which.they now re-
folved to repafs; this they could not effedt
without their rear being warmly attacked
and harraflfed by Alfverdi, who for this
- Eurp-oﬁ: advanced with 2 chofen body of

orfe, fome hours before the main body of
his army.

The enemy had gained the bridge, and
affed over three fourths of “their army,
when Afverdi madeafi uricius affavltupon the
: )rcmaindcr,
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temainder, and threw them into confufion 3
but notwithftanding a heavy flaughter made
amongft them, the greateft part of them
recovered the bridge, and Aliverdi was ob-
liged to draw off his people (who began
to be feverely galled by the fire from Mbir
Hubbeeb's floating machine, and retired out
of the reach of the fhot, where he ftayed

until his heavy eannon was brought up to
him.

Had Mbir Hubbeeb, in obedience to Bg/~
char Pundit's orders, drawn off his party,
arid deftroyed the bridge, as foon as the
rear of the Mabarattor army paft it, and
Altverdi retired, he would have gained
great reputatinn in the a&ion 3 but not fuf=
peéting the ufurper’s cannon could poﬂib:;
be fo near, as they really were, he was fo
rath as to remain on his poft, until -
verdi had with aftonifhing expedition open-
ed a battery of three fix pounders upon
it.—Mbir Hubbeeh, ftood one difcharge
~from the battery, and now perceiving his
error; attempted to efcape with his party ;
but Aliverdi had pofted a body of herfe fo
advantageoufly, that immediately upon the
difcharge from his battery, they fell in pell
mell with the enemy on the bridge, and a
furious engagement enfued, in which Mbir

ni K Hubbeeb's
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Hubbeeh's party, three excepted, were cut
to picces. Himfelf and thofe three gained
the Cutwab (hore, and by the advantage of
a fleet horfe that waited for him, he efcap-
ed to the Mabarattor army. A melancholy
event clofed the aion; Alrverdi’s troops
crouding in too great numbers upon the
bridge, it failed under them, and a thoufand
brave fellows perifhed in the river.

The ufurper repaired the bridge with all
poffible diligence, and croffed over his troops
and artillery in purfuit of the enemy, who
artfully eluded every attempt he made to
bring . them to a gencral action ; thus by
continual marches and counter-marches,
his treops, particularly his foot, were al-
moft exhauited by fatigue ; whilft 1he Maba-
rattors in detached parties ranged the pro-
vinces at large, colleéting the revenues with-
out the laait interrup.ion, the ufurper not
daring to divide his army further than re-
inforcing the garifon of Bukchs Bunder on
the Ganges with oo horfe and 1000 gun
men, under the command of Serefili Ma-
bomet.

Aliwerd/, touched with deep chagrin at
fecing his fo lately ufurped dominions a
prey to his cnemies, wlrh:ut being able to

s protect
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proteét them, or bring the Mabarattors td
any decifive attion, at laft refolved to treat
with Bofchar Pundit ; but that General was
fo elated with fuccefs, that he now added,
at the inftigation of Mbir Hubbeeh a new
article to thofe already offered at Burdwan,
wiz. « that the ufurper fhould alfo reftore
« the Soubahthip to Soujalb Kbar's family,
t¢ and refign the government he had fo
i wickedly ufurped to Suffraaz Kban's el-
e deft fon.” Mbir Hubbeeh, who knew
any treaty of peace would be faal to him-
{clf, arifully threw this ftumbling block in
the way, which he forefaw would render
the treaty of none effeét ; and to carry this
point, he infinuated to Bofchar Pundit,
¢ that unlefs this article was infifted on,
i¢ the moft effential and pofitive part of the
« Emperor's orders would appear totally
“ neglected, and willed him with great
i humility to refle& how he would anfwer
« this neglect to his mafter, the King of
v Sittarab.” .

This additional article produced the ef-
fe&t that Mbir Hubbeeb expected; for it
was refufed by the brothers with marks of
refentment and difdain, and hoftilities were
immediately commenced again on both fides.

— Severgl fkirmithes happened between
K 2 them,
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them, in which the ufurper’s horfe always
gained fome advantage; but thefe produced
nothing decifive.

_ Hodiee Hamet, who ncver fuffered any
feruples of confcience to oppofe the fouleit
means to accomplifh his views; in a pri-
vate letter fent to his brother, urged the
neceflity in their prefent fituation, of at-
tempting that by treachery, which they
had failed in obtaining by evety other
means. Aliverdl, who faw the hazardous
and neceffitous pofture of their affairs, as
well as his brother, did not long oppofe the
motion. Hodjee formed the plan, and it
was executed in manner following,

A ftreaty was fet on foot by Aliverds,
_Who, under preténce of making it more
conclufive and lefs liable to interruptions,
propofed a conference with Bofehar Pundit,
the overture was accepted by that General,
contrary to'the opinion of Mbir Hubbech
and the reft of his principal officers.

It was agréed that a fpacious tent
fhould be prepared and ereéted by the ufur-

per, midway between the two armies, where -
the chiefs were to meet on a certain da

and hour, attended each with eighty fol-
\ ) lowers
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lowers only, and that in the mean time hof-
tilities on both fides thould ceale.

The appointed time being come, and all
things prepared for the reception of the
chiefs, they advanced with the ftipulated
number of followers, confifting on both
fides of principal officers. When they
approached near the tent, Alverds entered
firlt, and was followed by Bofchar Pundit
without the leaft fufpicion of treachery.

The ufual falutes and ceremonials being
over, and both parties feated, on a fignal
given, two hundred felet men who had
been concealed by Akiverdi between a dou-
ble lining of the tent, fuddenly rufhed out,
and cut the Mabharattor General and his
party to pieces, before they were able to
draw their fcymitars, two or three only
clcaping in the confufion.

At the fame inftant a fignal was difplay-
ed from the tent (before agreed on) for l:ge
ficedy advance of the ufurper’s army; this
being obferved by the Maharattor army,
they alfo began to be in motion, not know-
. ing as yet what had happened ; but being not
long after joined by thofe who had efcaped
the flanghter, and informed of the fate of
(\ K 3 their
o
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their general and officers, they breathed
pothing but fury and revenge,

In the firt tranfports of their rage they
advanced, and feemed refolved to avenge the
treachery, by given immediate battle 1o the
ufurper ; but here, the wifdom and addrefs
of Mbir Hubbeeb interpofed ; he reprefent-
ed to them, ¢ that the only means to fruf-
“ trate the great object the ufurper had in
“ view by this treacherous ﬂfglﬁi nation,
“ was, to avoid coming to a general aCtion
« with him.” His arguments gained foree
and influence from the diftralted ftate of
the army, being now under no head, or any
regular command ; and obferving the ufur-
per advancing towards them in full march,
they fuddenly retired, to his great mortifi-
cation and deupPoinnnﬁnt.

As foon as the diforder in the Mabarat-
¢or army fubfided, they eledted unanimoufly
Allee Bey for their General, an officer that
held the next rank to Bgfchar Pundit, and
who bore a confiderable degree of reputa-
tion amongft them ; and now their conduct
feemed to fhew that they had refolved to
exccute that vengeance on the diftrefled
gountry and inhabitants, which they could
pot execute on the ufurper himfelf: To

: '). this
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this end, they planted fimall parties of ob-
fervation about the fkirts ufP his army to
report his motions, and appointing Nagur,
the capital of Bierbobeen for their general
rendezvous, they divided their army and
carried fire and {word in all their different
routs ; — they detached a ftron body to
Bukchs Bunder, which they attacked, took,
and plundered ; perpetrating every where
the moft execrable cruelties that revenge
and inhumanity could ditate, cutting off
the ears, nofes, and hands, of any of the
inhabitants whom they fufpeéted of con-
cealing their wealth, or valueable mave-
ables, fometimes carrying their barbarity fo
far as cutting off the breafts of women on

the fame pretence, neither fex or age pro- |
ving any fecurity againt thefe enraged bar- |

barians.

During thefe horrid feenes of defolation,
the ufurper left no ftratagems uneflayed to
bring the enemy to a battle, but all his
endeavours proved ineffectual : He was in
continual chafe of them from the beginning
of December 1742, to the end of February
1742-1, and at length, with aftonithing
bravery and perfeverance obliged them to
rejair to their general rendezvous, and to
retire out of the provinces over the Bierbo-

R K 4 been
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been hills, from whence they foon took their
departure for Sitfarab, to render an account
of their expedition—leaving many of their:
brethren behind them in the hands of
Aliverdi, who had been taker prifoners in
different actions; amongft the prifoners,
was an officer of diftinétion, charaéter, and
authority, named Seflarow, of whom we
fhall again have occafion to make mention.

The ufurper had hardly time to breath
and form fome hopes of recefs and eafe to
himfelf, and tranquillity to his harrafled and
defolate country ; when he was again alarm-
ed by advices from Orifla, that another

Marct army of Mabarattors had entered the pro-
4ems  yinces by the way of Cuttack, commanded
743 by Ragojee; and to compleat his diftrefs,
and put his fortitude to the utmoft proof,
he fhortly after received intelligence by
exprefs from Hodjee, that a third army of
Mabarattors had entered by the fide of
Patna commanded by Ballerow, and had
already. penctrated within a day or twa's
march of Siclygully. Thefe Generals led
each an army of 60,000 horfe; the firfk
had been difpatched from Sittarab, to en-
force the orders before given to Bofehar
Pundit, and to fupport him in the execu-
#on of them; the latter, fet out later from:

th
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the fame city with inftructions to join Ra-
gojee, and avenge the murder of Bgfihar
Pundit, of which advice had been received.
at Sittarab, by exprefles fent from Brerdo-
been immediately after that event.

The ufurper thus befet, and apprehenfive:
of being hemmed in by the two armies, and:
again cut off from his capital ; direéted his:
march with the utmoft celerity to Cutwab
bridge, which he gained, pafled over his:
whole armﬂ deftroyed the bridge, and pro-
ceeded to his capital, with a mind greatly
agitated and opprefied by the reflection of
being again forced to abandon his country
to mercile(s enemies, whom he was not
able to oppofe with troops enfeebled by
continual labour and hard(hips.

The reader may remember of how
importance tbe pafs of Siclygully might
been to the unfortunate Suffraaz had-
it been properly put in a itate of defence :
The ufurper well knew it's confequence,
and therefore foon after his pofiefling him-
felf of the Soubahthip, he ftationed there
a trufty officer with proved troops, and three
pieces of cannon—depending that a vigo-
rous ftand would there be made againt the
mvaders on the fide of Patna, and their

[ : en=
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entrance into Bengal at leaft retarded, if the
fafs was as well defended as it was capable
of ; not fufpeéting that there was a poffi-
bility of their obtaining an inlet by any
other pafiage, unlefs they marched far to
the Weftward by the Pachet road, and en-
tered by Bierdobeen, as Bojehar Pundit had
done tﬁe preceeding year, flattering him-
felf that by fo long a march they would
not be able to reach the province before the
annual rains fet in; but herein his fore-

fight failed him,

Ballajee Row, more commonly (though
improperly) known by the name of Bal-
ferow, on his arrival in the neighbourhood
of Boglypore, received intelligence from
thole who had joined him, and were de~
clared enemics of the ufurper's houfe, that
by his attempting to force the pafs of Sicly-
gully he would hazard the lofs of a multi-
tude of his' men, and probably in the end
be obliged to relinquifh the defign with dif~
grace to his arms.—The Pachet road was
propofed, but he declined hearkening to it,
urging * that thereby he fhould lofe his
“ harveft of plunder for that year, all
“ which would be appropriated by ' his
“ friend Rogojee to Jatten himfelf and fol-
¢ lowers; whillt Je and Ais people would

=
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¢ be left to flarve on the Padjee (paltry)
¢ contributions, he had been able to raile
« in Babar,”

Whilt he was under this difficulty, the
evil genius of the ufurper (and of unhappy
Bengal) dictated a mealure, that extricated
him without danger to himfelf or followers.
He fent for fome of the petty Rajahs from
the neighbouring Colgong hills, and quef-
tioning them concerning a paffage through
the hills to Bengal, he offered them a large
reward if any of them would fupply him
with guides to anfwer that purpofe. The
Rajahs to a man, were well enough dif-
pofed to comply with his withes; for the
ufurper’s treacherous condu& during the
firlt fix years of his goyernment of Babar,
had rendered his name as hateful as dread-
ful to them all; yet none of them had
knowledge enough of the three ranges of
mountaing that feparated Babar from Ben-
gal, to engage in fo hazardous an under-
taking.

The enquiry and reward being however
broited abroad, it came to the ears of an
old peafant an inhabitant of Colgong hills ;
this man came to the Mabarattor camp,
and defired to be introduced to the prefence

r of
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of the General, which havin obtained,
he boldly undertook, on the forfeiture of
his head, to guide his army through fecret
paffes into Bengal, for a reward of one

Lac of Rupees paid down to his family.

- The General taking two of the Rajahs
afide to whom the peafant was known, and
inquiring of them touching the charaer
of the man, and what degree of credit
might be given to his veracity and know- .
ledge, received fuch encouragement that
he no longer doubted, and accordingly paid
down the money, and iffued his orders for
marching the next day.

The guide with faithfulnefs and dexteri-
ty led the whole Mabarattor army, at firft
Weftward, a point or two Southerly, until
he found a pafs, which he fought for about

 the center of the range of the Co/zong hills ;
This pafs found, was his mark for the re-
mainder of the expedition ; he earried them
through this pas by very practicable roads
with much facility, until the mouth of it
opened upon the level country between the,
Colgong and Telliagurry hills, from hence
his' courfc was due South, which led to
the fecond pafs through the laft-mentioned
hills; this pafs he accomplifhed with equal
) eafe,
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cafe, from hence for two days he crofied
the level country, that lies between the
Telliagurry and Rajambsl mountains, fhaping
his courfe about South Eaft ; atnight he told
the General he muft halt until the morning
fun appeared.—In the morning he led them
due South, and in the evening of the fame
day entered a pafs which guided them
through the Rajambol mountains, and land-
ed:(if we may be allowed the expreffion)
the whole army, without the lofs either of
man or horfe in Bengal, on the plains
Weit of the city of Rajambel at a little
town cilled Banian Gang. Having per-
formed his obligation in fix days from leav-
ing Bogulpore (more commonly by the
Englith called Boglypore dj through ways un-
til this period deemed totally impaffible,
he was farther rewarded with handfome

refents by Ballajee Row, and departed to
¥us home : his name was Sittaram Roy, 2
Gentoo of the Raazpost tribe. — Ballajee
Row reached Bamian Gang the 13th ﬂf
March, Anno 1742-3.

The ufurper, who had received exprefs
intelligence of Ballajee Row's departure
from Bogulpore, and. of the march of his
army Weftward ; did pot entertain the leaft
doubt Hut he was gone round the moun-

taing
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tains to enter Bengal by the Pachet or Bier=
bebeen, and was fo much convinced of it;
that he began to prepare again for taking
the field, projecting that he might be able
to bring the other army under Rogojee toan
engagement, and defeat him before he could

offibly be joined by Ballajec Row ; but he
ﬁad hardly formed Lgis refolution, when he
was advifed by a courier from his Governor
of Rajabmbel, < That Ballajee Row had en-
« tered Bengal by paffes through the moun-+
“ tains, and was by that time, he believed
« joined with Raggjes.”

This intelligence fhocked the ufurper's
prefent hopes, but not his courage and con-
ftancy ; he laid afide the project of re-
pafling the Cutwab river—but determined,
not to coop himfelf up again in his capital,
for the defence of which having made every
neceffary provifion, he formed a ftrong
camp not far from the city, preferving a
ready communication with it.

The two Mabarattor Generals met in
the Burdomaan country, the 17th March,
1742- 3, and after a private conference the
following agreement was publifhed, * that
“ an equal partition of the revenues and
« plunder fhould be made betweer the two

« ¥ armies,
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“ armies, who neverthelefs were to adt
“ diftinétly under their refpective Generals
¢ and officers.” They then fettled the dif-
ferent routs of their detached fmall partics,
and took intire poffeflion of the country.
Then uniting the main bodies of their ar-
mies, they marched to Cutwab, conftruct-
ed a new bridge, and paffed over with their
whole force. Here they again feparated,
and renewed the depradations every where
that Byfchar Pundit had began the preced-

ing year.

During thefe tranfa&tions the ufurper
kept himfelf within his intrenchments, yet
he was not idle ; convinced he could not
oppofe them by force, he had nothing left
but to combat them with fraud and ftrata-
gem, wearpuns that he was as great a maf-
ter of as of arms.  His firft movement, was
to acquire 2 minute knowledge of the tem-
per, genius, capacity, and characters of the
two leaders of the enemy, and how they
affected each other ; in all thefe particulars
he obtained perfect fatisfaction, by the
means of his prifoner S}-{Erm before men-
tioned, whom he had diftinguithed by every
mark of favor and refpe@ from the time he
firft fell into his hands, forefeeing he might
be of future ufe to him; from the arrival

- of
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of the two armies he had redoubled his
carefles, and of an enemy, had made him
a faft friend.

Divide and vonguer; was one of the ufur-
per’s favorite maxims in politics, as well as
war; by the lights he had received from
Seffarow, he rightly judged the minds of
the enemies Generals were fitly difpofed to
take the impreffion he intended to ftamp on
them—he learnt that Ballgjee Row, was
hot, infolent, and withal avaritions to an
extreme degree; that Raggjee was the bra-
weft foldier, but irritated and jealous at Bal-
lajee Row's being fent equal in command
with him, as he bore a {uperior rank to the
other ; and more to favor the ufurper’s art=
ful views, he was informed that already
there fubfifted fome mifunderftandings be-
tween them and their refpeétive ,
touching fufpicions of an unjuft divifion of
their plunder on both fides.

‘With thefe materials he began to work,
laboring to enlarge a breach that was not
yet wide enough for an attack ; his plan
was, by every means to promote the growth
of thofe feeds of divifion and jealoufy which
had already taken root amongft them; to
this end, he dire@ed fome capable :mﬂ‘-f

aries
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faries (fully inftruéted) to defert to both
armies, thefe execated his purpofes fo well
that they produced the effect he wifhed;
they prepoffefled the enemy againft them-
felves, and they accufed each other of illicit
practices in the divifion both of the reve-
nues and plunder, and the fpies were o
well armed, that they produced proofs and
vouchers of many inftances (on both fides) -
that would not admit of contraditon.
This occafioned mutual heats and animofi-
ties between the two armies, and an open
rupture foon followed, each refolving to
aét in future on a feparate and independant
footing ; the ufurper feized this favorable
occafion, and knowing Sefarow had an in-
fluence over Ballajee Row, (to whom he
was related) he employed him to negotiate
in the moft fecret manner, a feparate treaty
of peace with that General.

Seffarows exerted his power with fuch
fuccefs, that he foon difpofed his relation
to receive favorable impreffions of the ufur-
Ecr, and readily to hearken to a peace with

im; to this he was the more eafily in-
duced, as thereby he indulged his ruling
paffion, by hopes of making his own market
of the Ufurper, without the participation of
his rival Ragojee.

The

-

Se



(146)

The preliminaries of this treaty were
foon adjufted, « the ufurper was to cede
« to Ballajee Row alone, the Chout of two
*¢ years revenues ; and Ballajec Row en
*¢ on his part, to join the Ufurper with his
* force, and affift him in driving Ragojee
“ and his army out of the provinces.” It
was further agreed, that to keep up the ap-
pearance of enmity and deceive Ragsjee ;
Ballajee Row's army fhould advance nearer
to the Ufarper’s camp,—and make a thew
of attacking it; this movement was not
only made to amufe Raggjes, but alfo to fa-
cilitate a perfonal conference between the
Ulurper and the General, which was to
take place on the thirdeth of March 1 743,
near Plaffey.

Qn the twenty-ninth, the ufurper quitted _
his camp, and directed his march towards
Plaffey ; he was not far advanced, before
his fpies brought him' intelligence, that
Ragorec's army was in motion, as well as
Ballajes Rosw's, this raifed a ffpicion in Af-
wverdi, that the treaty was only affented to,
to amufe him, and draw him out of this
camp; therefore he immediately retired to
it again, and the treaty was ret:rded until
the motions of the two armies were €X-

Plaincd to him. 3
Seffarow
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S¢ffarow, deeply chagrined at fufpicions
which refle@ted on his own JSincerity, enga-
ged on the forfeiture of his head for #hat
of his coufin, which being fupported by a
folemn oath (by the Ganges) on the part
of Ballajes Row, Aliverdi’s doubts {ubfided,
the treaty was refumed, and the conference
appointed on the third of Apri/, but the
place of meeting was changed to Midway,
between Plaffy and Burwab, a few miles
nearer his camp and capital ¥,

The fecond of April, the ufurper again
quitted his camp, and began his march,
having draughted off a felet body of 10,000
horfe, commanded by Muflapba Kban,
that moved on his flank, to be an occafional
check on Ragojee,

The third, the chiefs met at the appoint-
ed place, in a tent ( revioufly examined by
deputies from bntlf parties) about two
corfe diftant from each of their armies.—
The condition openly infifted upon by the
Mabarattor was, “ that twenty-Gve Jac of

® The caule that pave rife to fiverdi's fufpicians,
was this. Ragojee having heard that Ballajee Row
intended to attack Aliverds’s camp, and judging the
city would fal. a prey to him if he fucceeded, put his
army in motion, that he might be near at hand, ta
come in for a fhare of the plunder, '

I, 2 rupees,
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s rupees, for two years Choutof the reve-
« nues, fhould be paid down in gold,”"—
to this the Ufurper replied, ¢ that how=
“ ever unreafonable the demand, con-
« fidering they themielves had collected
¢ ghe whole of the revenues and cuftoms
« for the laft two years, yet, he would
« pot make any objection, provided that
“ Ragojee could be brought to fign the
“ treaty, otherwife that he could not fubmit
« to it:” This unexpefted propofal was
highly difguftful to Ballajee Row, and had
well nigh broke off the treaty ; but by the
interpofition of Sefarew, he was at laft
prevailed on to fend the overture to Rago-
jee, but not until he had been made eafy
by the promife of a private flipulation for
himfelf.

Ragojee immediately returned for anfiwer,
« that he would hearken to no terms of
« accommodation, unlefs the payment of
« the Chout in perpetuity, was eftablithed
¢ to them, as a preliminary article for
¢ treating at all ®.”

When the meflenger returned with this
laconic reply, the treaty fecmed for fome

* This preliminary was difated to him by Afbir
Hubbeeh, who joined Ragsjee as foon as hg entered the
province of Bengall,

time



" time unhinged. — However by the addrefs
and mediation of Seffaraw, a {eparate peace
was at laft concluded with Ballajee Row, on
the following terms. ¢ That the Ulurper
« fhall pay down two years Chout, cfti-
¢ mated at twenty-two lac of rupees in
« gold, and that Ballajec Row fhould either

+ fatisfy Raggjee, or join the Ufurper to
«¢ drive bim out of the country.” To the
performance of which they both folemnly
engaged themfelves by the moft obligatory
oaths; this done and mutual compliments
and prefents made, they parted.

The Ufurper with great pun&uality per-
formed his part of the treaty in two days,
and Ballajee Row, fo far regarded it, that
he drew off his army, repafled Cutwab
river, and retired to Burdomaan, followed
by Ragsjee, who thought himfelf no match
for the Ufurper on equal terms.

Ballajee row, recalled all his detached
parties, and making a dividend amongft his
troops of part of the Ufurper’s contribution,
according to their different ranks, he quitted
Bengall, and’ marched by way of Bicrbo-
heen to Sittarab; leaving (in breach of his
folemn oath) Ragojee to make the beft
terms he could for himflf,

T This



This General made the moft of his time,
and immediately took poffeflion of thofe
parts of the country, which had been lately
cvacuated by Ballajee Row's flying parties ;
he fent Mbir Hubbeeb, with the title and
authority of General, to take pofieflion of
Orifla, who accordingly feated himfelf at
Cuttack, where he ruled as fovereign of
the province.

The Ufurper, called upon by the univer-
fal clamour of the people, and diftrefies
of his country, once more quitted his ca-
pital, croffed over Cutwab river, and mar-
ched in purfuit of Raggjee ; in which chafe
he was employed all the remaining part of
April, and until the middle of May, without
being able by any art or ftratagem, to bring
him to a general action, and the rains fetting
in earlier than ufual this year, and the
roads becoming impaffable, both armies
were obliged to go into quarters, about the
twentieth of May; at the clofe of this
campaign the enemy remained in quiet pof-
feflion of Oryffa, and of all the country on
the Weftern fhore of the Hougly river,
from Ballafore to within a few miles of
Tanna’s Fert, near the Englifh fettlement
of Fort William *.

& _Aliverd] retired with his army to Merfbadabad and
Rﬂg‘_‘:'-fﬁ with his main body to Bier d;ﬂnduring the rains.
Thovgh
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Though the treaty of peace with Ba/la-
Jee Row anfwered a prefent purpofe, and re-
lieved the Ufurper from the more imme-
diate danger which threatened himfelf, his
capital and family, yet it afforded no relief
to the provinces; the partial execcution of
the treaty on the part of the Mabarattor,
he could not be much furprifed at, as him-

{elf had fet them an example of perfidious
treachery.

Every evil attending deftructive war;
was felt by this unhappy country in the |
moft eminent degree; a fearcity of grain
in all parts, the wages of labor greatly en-
hanced, trade, forcign and inland, laboring
under every difadvantange and oppreffion ;
—and though during the receffes of the
enemy from Fume to Odfober, the manu-
factors of this opulent kingdom raifed
their drooping heads, yet the duration of
their reprieves from danger was fo fhort,'
that every fpecies of cloth at the Arungs
were haftily, and confequently badly fabri-
cated, though immenfely raifed in their
prices, and from thefe caufe, came into
difrepute at all the foreign markets, parti-
cularly at the Weftern ports of  Fuddab,
Mocha, and Bujffirab.

L 4 The
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The trade of the Europeans became
greatly embarraffed and injured, and their
effects often plundered by the enemy, and
thefe grievances much heightened by op-
prefiive exactions of the Ufurper; but in
this they were not fingular, for the whole
of the people who yet remained within the
reach of his grafp, fuffered equally in this
refped, even juggaat Seet’s houfe, who fo
eminently promoted his ufurpation, was
often fleeced ; to the malicious joy of all,
who were friends to Soujab Khan's family.

For thefe oppreflive meafures the Ufurper
had nothing to plead in extenunation, but
the neceffitzes of bis fituation ; and in truth,
had he not been the ungrateful traytor he
was, they were fuch, as would have merited
the deepeft commiferation ; for though by
his ufurpation he became pofiefied of the
treafures of the three laft Soubahs, yet fo
immenfe were his continual expences and
difburfements, that little of them remained ;
for notwithftanding what has been faid of
the treaty with Ballajee Row, it was pretty
well known, he did not buy the abfence
and retreat of that General, for a fam lefs
than five korore of rupces, though the
twenty-two lac for two years Chout only
were fpecioufly publifhed to the world, to

fave
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fave the credit of the Ufurper, and to afford
anopportunity to the Mabarattor of fecreting
from his followers all above that fum, which
he appropriated to his own ufc, befides the
lions thare of the twenty-two lac, therefore
he was well enabled at his departure to pre-
fent to feyndi Amet Khan, Hodjee's fecond
fon, a fingle compleat drefs (for Seerpab)
valued at two lac of rupees.

Odlober 1743, opened the next campaign,
when the Ufurper again took the field, and
Ragojee defcending from the heights of Bier-
boheen, affembled his forces about Burd-
awan.—The f{ucceeding months exhibited
the fame fcenes of marches, countermar-
ches, retreats and fkirmithes, with various
fuccefs ; hl;n with uuiil?:rm mifery to the

le, who now for the firft time, be
fﬂmgt plundered, and cruelly trcatcd,gn:;;
well by the detached parties of the Ufur-
per as of the enemy, thofe affuming the
drefs and accoutrements of the Mabarat-
tors, to cover and conceal their villanies.

In March 1744, thefe invaders entered
the provinces in freth thoals, by Cuttack,
Bierbobeen and Patna, excited by the im-
menfe booty carried off by their brethren,
the two preceding years—and thus this mi-
ferable

1743
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ferable country fell annually a prey to the
depradations of the Mabarattors, under
various leaders for the fix fucceeding years;
receiving no effectual check, but from the
fucceffion of the ufual rainy feafons; ‘during
thefe intermediate fpaces the country was
left to fatten, that it might again be worth
devouring. Duringall this {pace, the Ufur=
per fultained himfelf with amazing con=
{tancy, intrepidity and addrefs, though often
reduced to the deepeft diftrefles ; parts of his
capital being frequently attacked and plun=
dered.

In the latter part of the year 1744, by
indefatigable marches he attacked and beat
up all Lﬁc quarters of the enemy, and ob-
liged them to retire much fooner than ufual.
Oriffa only remaining in their poffefiion,
early in December 1744, he marched to that
province, where with expedition hardly to
be conceived, he retook Cuttack, and re-
covered the province, obliging the enemy
to retreat to the hills, then leaving forces
for the defence of it, he returned, and ar-
rived at the capital, the beginning of Fe-
bruary 1744-5, crowned with laurels, and
received with wonder. Here revolving in
his mind the confufion of affairs in the
province of Babar and city of Patna, and

s



its importance to him, as being one of the
enemies keys into his country, and refolving
to have a Governor thtm:, whofe courage,

eapacity and mtcgnty he might repofe a
p-crﬁ:& confidence in, he fixed upon his ne-
phew Yeyndee Amet 'Kban for this poft of
truft, who poffefled thefe qualities in a very
high degree; he foon after fet out for his
}glo:;mment, efcorted by a ftrong body of

orfe.

We fhall fhun the talk of entering
further minutely into the particular oc-
currences of thefe annual invafions, which
would only exhibit an irkfome detail
of murders, oppreffions, and diftrefles,
fimilar to thofe already recited; but as
we cannot help viewing this Ufurper in
an extraordinary light, we fhould be
inexcufable in neglecting to lay before
the public and pofterity thofe firiking
events, which were interefting in them-
felves, and which more ftrongly mark the
character and genius of this great, though
wicked man, in the courfe of this deftruc-
tive eight years war; with this intent only
we again refume our narrative from the-
clofe of the year 1745, a period which
gave birth to an ducident, that eventually
proved not only the deftruction of his hi-

therro




therto favorite General, but alfo that of his
brother and nephew.

Tt was at the time juft mentioned above,
that the Ufurper firft began to entertain
{ufpicions and jealoufy of the great reputa-
tion and power of Muftapha Kban, who had
by his mafter’s liberality and other means,
at different times acquired great wealth,
which he profufely beftowed on the foldiery,
but chiefly on the Patans, thereby gaining
a dangerous popularity, that bore too much
the femblance of ambitious views; whether
he really had any defigns againit his mafter
is not known, but being the idol of the
army was caufe fufficient to make him ob-
noxious, in a government where no fubjeét
can with fafety to himfelf, or to his prince
be poffeffed with a fuperior degree of power
or renown.

The Ufurper had received intelligence
from his brother Hodjee, that Muftapba
Kban was forming defigns to his prejudice,
and that he had actually concerted meafures
with the Mabarattors, for cutting him off
the enfuing year, and placing himflf in
the government.

Whether this intelligence had truth for
it's foundation, or was only afterwards de-
vifed
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vifed to cover the ftep, that was premedi-
tated againft Muffapba Khan, is uncertain
Hodjee, however, had the addrefs to produce
vouchers for his fufpicions that bore the
femblance of fa&ts, and thefe acquirin
weight from the brother's apprehenfions u%
that General's known talents, ‘reputation,
and popularity, it was refolved at all events
that he fhould be affaffinated the next time
he appeared at court, and affaffins were
accordingly provided, ftationed for his re-
ception.

But Muflapha Kban being generally be-
loved, the defign againft him could not be
fo fecretly conductéd, as t6 prevent his re-
ceiving hints to provide for his fafety, and
though thefe were imperfect, they were yet
fufficiently alarming to urge his immediate
departure from the city, with 3000 Patan
horfe, and in about twelve hours after, he
was followed by Sumfeer Kban, a Patan
General next in command to him, with
about 2zoo0 more of their country-men;
the whole being joined, by rapid marches,
they arrived at Sichgully, before any ful-
picion or intelligence of a breach between
them and the Ufurper had reached the
commander of that pafi, and by a well
feigned ftory of their being difpatched to

jmn
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Join and re-inforce Yeyndee Amet Kban,
they were permitted to advance into Babar
without interruption ; intending to pafs
through that province into the Patan
country. .

So great a defeion of his beft troops,
with two officers of fuch reputation at their
head, ftruck the Ufurper with the deepeft
apprehenfions, and this on a double feore 3
he had the greateft caufe to dread a union
between the Mabarattors and Muftapha
Khan, and by the fecret flight of that General
he becaaie convinced that fome traytors were
about his perfon; but ftill himfelf, under
every exigency and difficulty, he loft not a
moment—by large prefents, and larger pro-
mifes, he fecured the fidelity of the re-
maining Patans——fent exprefs upon ex-
prels to his nephew Feyndi Amet Khan, in-
forming him of this untoward event, with
orders ¢ to take the field with what troops
¢ he could get together, ‘and endeavour to
“* intercept the fugitive Pazans—and that
“ himfelt would go in purfuit of them,
“* and probably they might be hemmed
““ 1 between them,”

The Ufurper immediately put himfelf at
the head of 2 firopg body of forces, who
were
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were beft attached to his perfon and go-
vernment, and with the greateft expedition
arrived at Siclyzully, where he only ftayed
to ftrike off the head of that commander,
who had fuffered the Parans to pafs his

pott.

Had the unfortunate Muftapba Kban
made the fame expedition from the pafs of
Siclygully, as he did to it, he would in all
human probability have eluded the purfuit,
and pafled through Bakar before he counld
poffiblyhave been intercepted by Yeyndi Amet
Kban, or overtaken by the Ufurper; but
for a particular reafon to be hereafier men-
tioned, and not fufpeing he was purfued,
he proceeded through Baar by fuch flow
marches, that the Ufurper came up with
him between Monghir and Patna, and
{ent a meffenger to him with offers of par-
don, and to Ewnr himfelf and follawers if
they would fubmit, and embrace again his
fervice,

Mufiapha Khan difdaining all terms of
accommodation, returned the Ulurper’s mef-
fenger, with a brave defiance tnriim, and
receiving intelligence at the fame time, that
Jerndi Amet was within a few hours march
Pf him, he thought it moft advif:ab]?:& to

ce
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face about, ‘and fight the Ufurper firft,
having learnt his troops were very little fu-
rour in number to his own, therefore
without hefitation he diftributed the necef-
fary orders, and gave the fignal for battle.

The confli@® was bloody, but of no long
duration. Valour and refentment took full
m{fﬂﬁun of the foul of Muftapha Khan, and

no place for prudence or precaution: fired
with the hope of executing his vengeance on
the Ufurper, he thought all elfe unworthy his
fword, and attempting with too much impe-
tuofity to penctrate to that part where Aliverdi
fought, and not being well fupported, he was
{oon furrounded, overpowered and flain—his
head was feparated from his body, and
elevated upon a fpear——Dhis death being
known to the Patans, Sumfeer Kban, with
thofe that furvived the battle, made a fpeedy
flight, and taking a rout different from that,
by which Yeyndi Amet Kban was advancing,
eicaped out of the province, notwithftand-
i;:lg the eager purfuit that was made after
them.

The Ufurper returned to his capital more
dreaded, but lefs beloved by the people, for
this laft firoke of his policy; the jealoufy,
and (generally believed) unjuft motives,

for |
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for affaffinating the Pafon General were
now blazed abroad, and the Ufurper became
the obje& of deteftation to fome of his
beft friends, who drew a conclufion (from
this at of bafe ingratitude to the man,
who had fo often preferved his life and go-
vernment)—rvery unfavorable, and alarm-
ing to themfelves 5 as the merits of their
greateft fervices, might on the flighteft fuf-
picions or fear, in the cowardly breaft of
Hodjee, only draw on their own deftruction.

Hbdj¢e, who had accompanied his bro-
ther in this expedition againit Mufapba
Kban, advanced with the head of zbe Ge-
neral, to mect his fon Feyndi Amet Kban;
with him he returned to Pafna, and after
beftowing maity indignities upon the head
of that brave man, whofe face he could
not have beheld the day before, without
finking into abje@ fear and terror, had now
the coward bravery, to order it to be carried
in triumiph three times round the city ;—
unworthy and indecent infults, from which
the remembrance of his former fignal fer-
vices . fhould have defended his fenfelefs
romains.—— Fuflice feemed to intereft het-
felf in avenging the death of this gallant
man, “by favoring in an extraordinary man-
ner the efcape of her deftined inftrument

M Sumfeer
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Sumfeer Khan; and the brave Feyndi Amst
Kban, at the fight of the barbarous infults
exercifed by his father, could not refrain
from tears, for great friendfhip fubfifted
between him and the deceafed, and his me-
mory was dear to him,

We will leave Hudjee on his return to
Morfhadabad, exulting fora fhort time over
the fuccefs of his treacherous machinations,
and advert to Sumifeer Kban.

This Pafan General arriving fafe with
his few followers in their own country,
began immediately to levy troops, and with
fuch fuccefs, that in the year 1747, he
was enabled to advance towards Patna, at
the head of 8ooo choice horfe.

Here it is neceffary to advertife the rea-
der, that the two Patan Generals on their
fudden retreat from the city of Morfhadabad,
had opened a correfpondence with Mbir
Hubbeeb, informing him ¢ that they fhould
“ return the next year, to attempt - the
* capture and plunder of  Pafsa, then
* march by the hills and join the Meharat-

*¢ torarmy, and with their united force

A 'fu:t_ack the Ulurper ; declaring théialelves
* Juitly abfolved from all allegiance to

113 Iﬁg.}
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v the affafin.” Mbir Hubbeeb improved
upon this plan and advifed * to encounter
s Hodjee and the Ufurper with their own"
¢ weapons, craft and treachery ; for that,
‘= by addrefs and management, and a well
¢ feigned contrition for their former con-
« duft, and a frefh tender of their troops,
¢ they might eafily obtain an interview
“ with the Nabob of Patma, at which
¢ they thould cut him off, a circumftance
*¢ that would much facilitate the taking
*¢ and plundering that city (which feemed
** to be their principal objeft) as fuch an
‘¢ event muit neceffarily caufe the greateft
*¢ confufion and confternation in the place.”

It was this intercourfe of letters, that
proved fatal to Muflapha Kban, by retard-
ing his efcape through Babar, as already
mentioned—Dbut the counfel of Mbir Hub-
deeb was not loft upon Sumifeer Kban; a man,
poflefied of every requifite, for carrying it
into effectual execution; he was brave, art-
ful, beloved and highly cfteemed by his
officers and foldiers, who to a man was
united with him in a folemn vow, to take

7 an txemplary revenge for the death and in-
digoitfes of their late lamented commander,
or périth in the attempt.

; o M2 With
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With this determined view Sunifeer Kbaox

an his march, and being arrived within
a tew hours of Pafna on the oppofite fhore
of the river, he defpatched a letter to
Feyndi Amet Kban, couched in the follow-
ing terms, ¢ that his heart had felt the
¢ deepeft compunction for his paft conduét,
¢ to which he had been inftigated by the
¢ rath counfels of his late commanding
“ officer, that he appealed to Yeyndi Amet
* himfclf, to witnefs for the proved fidelity
¢ he had always thown for the fervice and
« intereft of the Soubah his uncle, that
“ he bad now raifed a faithful and tried
* body of officers and troops, who with
“ him werc ready to devote their lives to
“ his commands, againit the common ene-
 mies of his houfe and country; hoped
* he fhould obtain permiffion to vifit him,
¢ and in a perfonal conference, give him
* more convincing proofs of his attach-
¢ ment and {ubmiffion.”

- Feyndi Amet Khan, immediately com-
municated the contents of this letter to his
father Hodjee, who was verylately arrived at
Patna, bronght thither by fome infortidtitns
the brothers had received of the cqacerted
fchemebetween Sumyfeer Kbanand Mbi? Hub-
bech, for the plunder of that capital— Hodjee

withoug
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without a moment’s hefitation ordered his
fon to encourage Sumfter Khan's vifit, and
cut him off, telling him, he him{clf would
direét the means.

Feyndi Amet Khan, much averfe to obey
thefe orders, determined to wait thofe of
his uncle to whom he wrote, and tranimitted
a copy of Sumfeer Kban's letter, and in the
mean time returned in civil terms a reply
to the Pafan General, telling him « he
¢ hzd forwarded the purport of his requeft
*¢ to the Soubah, but that he could not give
“ any conclufive anfwer thereto, before the
¢« Soubah’s pleafure was known.”—This
foon reached him, in thefe few, but pe-
remptory words, ** Regarding the bufinefs
“« between ws and Sumfeer Kbgn, follow
¢ the orders of your father.”

" Hodjee dire@ted Ffeyndi Amet Kban to
write to the Pafan General, * that he
¢ fhould with pleafure receive his vifits,
“ and rejoice to embrace him, as the Sou-
¢ bah had readily accepted the tender of
«¢ his fervices, and wifhed his fpeedy march
“~to~Morfbadabad." — To which purport
the Ufurper had likewife wrote to him in
reflfig terms, thereby intending to lull
Eim into the greater fecurity,
M 3 We
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We have already hinted the method pro-
poled by Mbir Hubbeeh to the two Patan
Generals, for taking off the Nabob of
Patna, and plundering the city; the intelli-
gence the brothers had received extended
only to the latter part of their fcheme ; of
the intended affaflination of the Nabob they
had not the leaft conception. — Hodjee's
counter-plot for the murder of Sumfeer
Kban, was concerted in manner following ;
a day was appointed for the General's vifit
to Feyndi Amet Khan, on a plain a fnall
diftance North of the city, where a fump-
tuous tent was prepared for his reception ;
in the floor of which a2 mine was funk,
whole train extended fome diftance from the
tent; the fignal for putting fire to the train
was feynds Amet Elum’s withdrawing a
certain {pace.from the tent.—Every circum-.
ftance of which was betrayed to Sumfeer
Kban, by a'Patan in the fervice and con-
fidence of . Hodjee.

On the receipt of the Ufurper’s and the.
Nabob's letters, Sumfeer Kkan pafied the
river with his troops about two miles to the:

Northward of the city, and being advasced

on the day appointed within a furlopg of
the tent, he received a polite meﬂh’g&‘{ﬂm
the Nabob, requefting ¢ that he would
< : favor

(
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¢ favor him in ordering his troops to halg,
< that they might not in their conference
¢« be incommoded by the duft, for that he
¢« himfelf was only attended by fifty fol-
«¢ lowers.” — This requeft was inflantly
complied with, and the Patan General pro-
ceeded to the tent with a few felected attens
dants only, all of whom were provided with
armour under their coats.

They met in mutual embraces, and with
the moft affe@tionate. compliments, thefe
over they feated themfelves, and began'to
confer upon the operations of the war
againft the common enemy the Mabarat-
tors.— After about an hour’s difcourfe, a
fervant came and whifpered the Nabob,
who foon after arofe, telling the General
«¢ that he was juft going to give fome ne-
“ ceffary orders for his reception and en=
*¢ tertainment in the city, and fhould at-
¢ tend him again in a few minutes.”"—
When he had got half way to the door of
the tent, Sumfeer Kban and his attendants
drew their fcymitars, fell upon Feynds Amet
Kban, killed him, and all that were in the

Ae ore they had time to make an
refiftange ; fome inftantly flew to the head
of train to which they were perfeétly

~y inffrufted, and prevented fire being put to
( ‘(.r M 4 it
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it, for on the alarm, thofe who were o
the outfide of the tent, and thereby efcap-
ed the flaughter, fled with all {fpeed to the

city.

Supmfeer Kban made a fignal for his troops
to advance, and mounting his horle gained
the city almoft as foon as the fugitives, and
entered it fword in hand with his foldiers,
before Hodjee Hamet had received the leaft :
intelligence of the unhappy fate of his be-
loved f{on.

Sumfeer Khan proceeded immediately to
the palace, where with little refiftance, he
took Hodjee Hamet prifoner, at the very
moment he was (in difguife) making his
efcape, and after fecuring him under a
ftrong guard, went in fearch of the princi-
pﬂl frt' {itra.r of the city, (to which he was
minutely directed by his fpies) thefe he de-
pofited in the palace, and gave up the town
to be plundered by the foldiers, who for o
the {pace of three days committed every
ravage and outrage that revenge and ava-
rice, backed by uncontrolled power could
meditate and execute; except agai &,
Englith, French, and Dutch £ s,

which alone remained unmoleftet-2gd ex-

eémpt from ruin, ‘
Hode '?j
o
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Hodjee Hamet, after fuffering the heavieft
teproaches and revilings from Sum/feer Khan,
for his bafe ingratitude, treachery, and
cruelty to Muflapha Kban; and I un-
dergoing a hundred and one lafhes from
the fevere dilcipline of the Khorab, was by
order of the generzl fet on an afs, with his
legs tied under the belly of the animal, and
his face painted half black, half white, and
thus led round the city, the fame rout him-
felf had appointed for the head of the un-
fortunate Muflapba Kban.—Returning from
this difgraceful progrefs, the difcipline of
the Kborab was again inflited on him,
not only as a punifhment, but with a view
to extort from him a confeffion and dif-
covery of a large fum in gold and diamonds,
which, it was faid he had buried or other-
wife fecreted ;—but he bore the lath with
amazing conftancy, and made not the dif~
covery that was aimed at.—After this he
was chained to the leg of an elephant,—
to that very clephant, on which the head
of Muflapba Kbhan was expofed and elevat-
ed : Sumféer Kban had doomed him toa
cruel and lingering death, but one of his
» touched with his great age, the
i uiz he had born, his cruel fuffer-
and heavy lamentations for his mur-
ed fon, conveyed in pity to him a dofe

of
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of poifon, which he greedily fwallowed and
put an end to his miferable being. -

Sumfee Kban, after this exemplary ven-
geance, made a fhort ftay at Patna, and re-
tired to his munt?' with an immenfe booty,
but without any further regard, at leaft for
the prefent, to the engagements that fub-
fited between him and Mbir Hubbeeh.

The fates of Hodjee Hamet and Sfeyndf
Hamet Kkan, met a very different regard
from the world, the latter being as much
lamented, as the memory of his father was
detefted ; but it may be very eafily con-
ceived the lofs of both proved a heavy
ftroke of affli&ion to the Ufurper, who
now became as eminently wrmd as he
was great; his grief on the arrival of the
pews was fuch, that it was with the greateft
difficulty he was prevented following them,
—However, cool refleion foon took place,
and his ufual fortitude furmounted in a few
days the firft violent impreffions of his ir-
reparable misfortune, and obliged him to
attend the concerns of his government, to
which he was roufed and {Himulated
fpirited, wife and affe@ionate reprefepttions
of his Begum—A woman whofe
magnanimity, benevolence, and every
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able quality, refle@ed high honor on her
fex and ftation ; the much influenced the
Ufurper’s councils, and was ever confulted
by him in every material movement in the
ftate, except when fanguinary and trea-
cherous meafures were judged neceffary,
which he knew fhe would oppofe as fhe
ever condemned them when perpetrated
however fuccefsful, — pr:d:&mtﬁ always.
that fuch politics would end in the ruin of
his family.

Though the Ufurper’s critical fituation
called him to action, yet the death of his
nephew ecver after remained a heavy pref-
fure upon his heart; he greatly loved him;
and had defigned him his fucceffor in the
government of the Soubahthip in preference
to Hodjee's eldeft fon, who then bore the
title of the Emperor’s Dewan, (to which
he had juft as much right as his uncle had
to that of Soubah) but this defign bein
blafted by the untimely deceafe of j‘gmﬁ
Amet, and this occafioned by the pernici-
ous policy of his brother and himfelf: The
only amends in his power to make to the
msm'g-f hs murdered nephew, was ta

transfe/ the affeétion he ever bore him to
bis eldelt fon Mbirza Mabommed, whom he

¢ _imﬁi':diatuly adopted as his own ; and this

]
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th 'was from that period looked upon as
Elfucccifur.

Until the rains broke up in O&sber 1747,
the Ufurper remained unmolefted, but now
the Mabarattors re-entered the province of
Bengal by the Bierbobeen hills, and Sumfeer
Kban having fafely lodged his Patna plun-
der returned and entered Balar, at laft re-
mindful of his engagement to Mbir Hub-
bech, and hoping by a union with the Maba-

rattors to fhare at leaft the plunder alfo of

Morfbadabad.

The Ufurper had taken the field very
carly— and on the firlt advice that Sumfeer
Kban had entered Babar, he advanced to-
wards him by rapid marches, thiriting to
revenge his brother’s and nephew’s deaths,
and depending that he fhould be able to
engage and defeat him, before the Maba-
rattors could poffibly join him: Whilft he
was in this purfuit, the Mabarattors, who
did not think it eligible 1o rifque an action

with the Ufurper until they had joined

their new allies, were on full march to the
fettled rendezvous at Bogolpore, near avhichr

place the three armies arrived abogt the
fame time in the night. The UE%:J- :
camped, and fent out his fpics for intehi-

gence,

(172)
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nce, they foon returned and informed
im he was encamped between the enemies
armies, the Pafans a corfe to the North-
ward of him, and the Mabaratfors about
the fame diftance to the Southward.—This
perilous fituation would have ftruck any
but this brave Ufurper with alarm and ter-
ror;. fome of his general officers propofed
his taking the advantage of the night, and
attempt 2 filent retreat to Siclygully ; but he
rejected this overture with high indigna-
tion.—He was perfeftly acquainted with
the different genius and difpofition of the
enemies he had to encounter, and from thig
knowledge formed his refolutions ; the only
refource left him was inftantly obvious to

this confummate general and foldier.

At midnight he held a council of war,
of three or four of his principal officers
only ; to thefe he opened his defigns, and
directed them to iffuc orders for the troops
to be ready to march half an hour before
day break, without ftriking their tents—
ftri¢tly prohibiting they fhould encumber
themfelves with aught but their arms, for

“that iﬁ'ra own, his officers, and foldiers bag-

iagcl suld be left in the camp, for whi
¢ elf would be accountable to them.

& 3 !—_Th cle
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& Thefe orders diftributed he went to
reft.

Before day break the Ufurper put himfelf
at the head of his troops; and marched fo
attack the Patans, leaving his camp ftand-
ing—he found them prepared to receive
him, not doubting but their allies whofe
fitaation they had learnt, would attack his
rear, — A bloody ment enfued, in
which the Ufurpe glﬁt juftly fay, with
another great u{'urper, & that he had many
*¢ times tought for Empire, but in this bat-
* tle, for Life."—After an obftinate con=
telt Sam/ffer Khan was flain, and the Patans
E—:“ to flight—inftead of purfuing them he

imediately returned in good orderto his
camp, where, as he had forefeen, he found
the Mabarattors plundering it, confufedly
difperfed, and regardlefs of the commands
of their General or Officers:—In this fitu-
ation the Ufarper fell upon them, and after
a great flaughter gave them a total defeat
and rout. Aftet thefe exploits he re-
turned triumphantly to his capital. .

Notwithftanding thefe glorious effes,”
he was mc:ﬂ'&ntlj harraffed by, forcod
to be ever in the field dgainft thr.‘
raf-s. 1""‘
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tors until theyear 1750, when he made alafts
ing peace with them on the terms recited in
the ¢ Short fketch of the hiftory of Bengal™
before-mentioned, to which we beg leave
to refer; there the reader may if he pleates
follow this great wicked man, ¢ through
““ the more pleafing [eenes of domeflick life and
“ public rrarzlgm?ffajr." We- fhall content
ourfelves in clofing this chapter and ficond
general head, with -a few circumftances
which happened in confequence of his na-
tural demife, Anno 1756.—Itis pretty well
known, and has been by us feverely felt,
that he was fucceeded by Mbirza Mabommed
his adopted fon and grandfon (who affum-
ed the title of Swrgjad Dowla) in the go-
vernment ; that after he had quelled a ftand
that was made to his fucceffion by part of
his own family, he directed his arms againft
our fettlements, took, and deftroyed them.
—The caufes for that invafion of property,
have been faithfully inveftigated and pre-
fented to the public in a fecond edition of
‘¢ India Trals,” publithed March, 1764
—This (hort recagitulation would have had
no place here, but to introduce a circum~
Aance not {o well known as the foregoing.

E_‘H'_i;;ri' Strajud Dowla declared his refo=
; lxion to attack and drive the Englifh ont

of
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of Bengal, he was oppofed by the affedtio=
nate remonftrances of the deceafed Aljverd?
Kban's Begum already mentioned — with
cvery argument which love and maternal
authority could devife, fhe labored to dif=
fwade him from his purpofe, but labored to
no end; for though the young tyrant pre-
ferved fome reverence for her perfon, yet
her influence was not great; but when fhe
found him deaf to her intreaties fhe had
the courage to tell him, ¢« She faw his own
« fate was blended with, and waited on
¢ the deftruétion he was aiming to accom-
« plith againft the Englifh, and that if he
« perfifted, his rathnefs and injuftice would
* not only be the canfe of his own death,
¢ but the total ruin of his family.” Her wif-
dom and forefight was fo great and exten-
five, that it was commonly Elid by the Ufur~
per, “ He never knew her judgment or
s¢ predictions fail” .

We hope to meet with pardon for doing
honor to the charaler of this extraordinary
woman, elpecially as we thereby embrace
a favorable opportunity of difcharging the
tribute of fincere gratitude particulgl{ dtra
from us,—the author owing life gnd liber-
ty to her humane and fuccefsful jntafcef<
ﬁDﬂ. >

CHAP Y .
v
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CHAP IL

AVING in the preceeding chapter

thewn from what caufes, and by what
gradations thefe provinces fell under the
ufurpation of Alfverdi Khan, our plan leads
s next to convey a fummary account of
their produce, the dvifion of their princi-
pals, diftricts, and towns, with their fitu-
ation refpecting each other, and their com-
monly eftimated diftance from our principal
fettlement of Caleutta.

- Geographers have diftinguithed thefe
provinces by the title of the rich kingdom of
Bengal, an epithet it highly merited when
confidered in its original ffate of opulence
and tranquillity; in which point of view we
intend to exhibit it, for this prevalent rea-
fon only, that we think it perfé&tly capable
of*being re-inftated and improved, a cir-
cumftance well worthy our prefins attention
and knﬂ{?icdgt‘
-

<
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| To form a juft eftimate of the value and
importance of thefe provinces, we muft
confider them at the period when they were
governed by the younger princes of the
Blood Royal, that is, fome years before
Faffier Kban's Soubahthip; for in his time
they firft began to decline and decreafe in
their worth, from caufes already inveftigat-
ed in our laft general head.

From his demife, the country for a few
years recovered, and began to flourifh un-
til within two years of the deceafe of Sujab
Kban; when by the rapacity of Hodjee
Hamet, the Rajahs and Zemindars were
again cruelly opprefled and plundered, and
thereby difabled from making good their
contracts to the government.—Soon after
this period commenced the ufurpation of
Alrierdi Khan, that drew on the Mabarat-
for invafion, which overwhelmed the coun-
try in mileries of every kind for the full
fpace of cight years,

The peace which the Ufurper made with
thefe invaders, Amno 1750, feemed for four
or five years to promife the reftoration <f
vigour to this ]]J:mraﬁbd country ; kbut its
fhattered conftitation was fcarcely beginning
to revive, when the rafh conduft ofnche

.I.d_-""."}“ ¢ fl-]l'.'.?- *
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fucceeding young tyrant reduced it again
to eminent peril ; a juft vengeance and ne-
ccﬂ]zr drew the Englith arms againft him
and his country, which produced a revolu-
tion fatal to himfelf and family s—neceflity
again, produced a fecond revolution ; —
wantonnefs a third, and when we fhall ftop,
time alone can difclofe, —A few individuals
may benefit by this fhifting fyftem, but
total ruin to the trade of the provinces and
to the Company muft manifctfly in the end
be the confequence of this continued war-
fare if not timely prevented, notwithftanding
the flattering fallacious fuccefs of our arms,

The foregoing fhort recapitulation we
thought neceffary, to vindicate our conclu-
fion, that no perfe@ judgment can be made
of the value of this eftimable country from
any period of time within the laft forty
years, during which fpace, with few and
fhort interruptions it has been involved in
war, and labored under difficulties that have
impaired it's very vitals : Thence the necef-
fity of our giving a piture of it in a per-
manent fettled government, when the lands
were permitted to yield their produce un-
molefted, when the manufadtures and every
branch of trade flourithed, and when the
refitd, revenues, and cuffoms refulting from

N 2z that
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that happy flate, proves it to have been as

valueable a fpot as any upon this globe, if
not the meft fo.

To this defireable flate we repeat from our
perfe& knowledge and experience, it is capa-
ble of being reftored under a proper govern-
ment ; if 1t was not, our prefent labors were
vain, and could anf{wer no end or purpofe.
What effential end and purpofe they are
calculated to obtain, we fhall now venture
to open; and as I have no motive to in-
fluence me but fincere gratitude :0 my for-
mer employers, and true love for my coun-
try, 1 truft my endeavours will meet with
candour and thanks—at leaft from the pub-
lic, if not from that refpeitable body of men,
for wholfe benefit they are more pariicularly
intended.

Notwithftanding the plaufible face of
fuccels our affairs in Bengal may wear at
prefent, by late advices from thence, it is
as demonftrable as any propafition in Eu-
clid, that they cannot produce the great
and eflintial end aimed at, wiz. alafting
peace and fettled government, without
which, the Company muft fink under the
prefiure of a long cxpenfive war, which
not only fwallows up their new actygired

revenucs,
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revenues, but impedes and fhackles their
trade in every inftance, fhape, and form:
In profecution of this war, the heads of
their fervants abroad are turned and be-
wildered, and their mercantilc bufinefs
(which only can fupport the Company in
the end) muft fuffer under unavoidable neg-
le@s and abufes. The gentlemen at home
in the direction of affairs, muft labor un-
der heavy embarrafiments in conducting the
two branches of war and trade, either of
which would fully employ their whole
time and att:ntion.

A trading and a fighting company, is a
two headed monfter in nature that cannot
exift long, as the expence and inexperience
of the latter, muft exceed, confound, and
deftroy every profit or advantage gained by
the former;—new temporary vitorics, fti+
mulate and puth us on to gralp at new ac-
quifitions of territory ; thefe call fora |
increafe of military force to defend them;
and thus we fhall go on, grafping and ex-
vending, until we cram our hands fo full
that they become erampedand numbed, and
we ﬂlnllyhc obliged to quit and relinguifh,
even that part which we might have held
falt if bounds bad been fit to our progrefs,

o N 3 which
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which (upon the prefent {yftem) we now
fee is utterly impoflible, therefore a total
change in our politics becomes indifpenfa-
bly necefiary.

The gentlemen in the direfion muft
furely fee this fatal tendency of their affairs,
and muft tremble at it—but where's the
remedy i they will fay—it has been already
pointed out, and no rezard paid to it—pof-
fibly, though convinced, they want the pub-
lic {anétion to a flep they may think fo ex-
traordinary — though. every day they are
taking fleps more extraordinary, in fupport-
ing their fervants in a war againft the Mo-
gul, his Vice-Roys, and fubjets, which on
thi prefent Eian muft unavoidably prove
the ruin of the company,—We have a con-
fiderable concern in this flock, and there-
fore claim a right to fpeak—when private
remonftrances fail, public ones may acquire
a due influence. :

Why we fhould wantonly perfift in a
ina fla‘e of deftru&ive war, with a poten -
tate whofe alliance is (o materially neceflary
to us, when we have it fo much in.ouor
Enwu to make a ufeful friend of him and

is fucceflors, is a conduct that furpafies

human
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human underftanding ; and yet that fuch
has been our conduét for five years paft is

moft certain.

Let us have done with this ringing
changes upon Soubahs, there’s no end to
it; let us boldly dare to be Soubah our
Sélves, our own terms have been more than
« once offered to us by the Emperor, why
fthould we longer hefitate to accept them ?
we have not fcrupled to feize and poflefs
part of his territory with violence, furely
it would be more confcientious, and more
confiftent with the laws of nature and na-
tions to hold the whole of thefe provinces
under him, by his own :ngpnintmcnt—that
this would be readily affented to on his
part, if a proper overture came from us,
1s not to be doubted ; the confideration of
his own great and obvious advantages, -and-
the neceffities of his fituation would leave
him no room for choice.

We have already convinced him, we are
able when we have a mind to fet our own
ruin and the lives of our fellow fubjeéts at
nought, to hold this part of his country from
him, in fpite of his ftrongeft efforts againft
us ; nay, poflibly we might retain it under

our fubjection for fome fhort time at leaft,

N 4 but
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but the confequence to him and us is obwi~
ous, a wanton expence of blood and trea-
fure, while the objet we are contendin

for is daily more and more defolated by this
contention, and bye and bye will not be
worth the poflefiion of either—for every
movement that does not tend to a lafting
and firm peace by advantaging both, 1s
fruitlefs, and can have no permanent or falu-
tary effect ; and moft fure it is, thet the plan
we have hitherto purfued, and are ftill purfu-
ing, cannot accom plith that defireable iffue.

It is true we have feen our forces in the
Eaft, under the conduét of an able and
aclive command:r, drive the Mogul's Vice-
Roys out of the provinces ; it is alfo true,
that we have feen a fpirited condud and
bravery in the Mogul's troors, that ought
Juitly to ftrike us with apprehenfion of fu-
ture confequences. The Ruflians when firft
attacked by Sweden, did not poffefs a tenth
part of the courage and difcipline that thefe
our enemies -have now acquired, and yet
the event is known to the world.—Let us
reafon upon very probable fuppofitions, and
not reft in a too great and flattering fecuri-
ty, at a time when we have the greateft
caufe to be alarmed,

SuP- =
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Suppofe the Mogul's Vice-Roys fhould
from experience at laft evidently fee, that
the only way to conquer us, and render our
eourage and difcipline of none effed, is te
avoid ever coming to a general aéfion with
us; with the great fuperiority of numbers
they will ever be able to bring into the field,
they may by this precaution and dividing
their army (which confifts chiefly of caval-
ry) into fmall bodies, cut off our provifions
and forage, beat up our quarters, harrafs
our handful of men without ceafing, and
finally deftroy us without danger to them-
felves—and is it improbable they fhould at
laft adopt this conduét ? we pronounce, no,
it is moft probable they will as the only
refource left for them,

Let us again, fuppofe a rupture with
France, whillt we arc engaged in this war
with the Mogul, our prefidency of Fort
Wiltiam, and our other factories in a man-
ner deferted, and the chief ftrength of all our
fettlements acting at the diftance of cight
or nine hundred miles from the center of
our pofiefions. — We "will not fuppofe a
rupture with France near, but let it come
when it will, it fets at nought the article
in the laft treaty of peace, which gave us
enexclufive right to Bengal, and thercfore

ought
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ought to be attended to; for it is not to
be imagined, that they will negle@& fo fa-
vourable an occafion of attacking a fettle-
ment, that conftitutes in the Eaft the v
effence of our being, when they find it left
defencele(s by the abfence of our troops.

In fhort, every confideration callsaloud
for a period being put to this unprofitable,
and precarious war, by fome other plan of
operations, and we affert none is fo eligible,
honourable or praéticable, as that we have
now hinted at.—We have nibbled at thefe
provinces for eight years, and notwithitand-
ing an immenfe acquifition of territory and
revenue, what benefit has refulted from
our fuccefles, to the company? are their
dividends raifed to thelate ftandard of eight .
per Cent. no—it is impofiible they fhould
whilft this deftru@ive expenfive conteft
exifts—and fhall we thus go on, nibbling
and nibbling at the Jasz, until the trap
falls and cruthes us ?—but to come more
immediately to the point.

Permit us moft humbly to advife, that

' exprefs orders be fent without delay to your

Prefident and Governor of Fort William,
to make the following overture of peace to
the Mogull; viz. * That on cenditionaf

“ his
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*« his appointing and invefting (to all intents
¢ purpofes) your Governor for the rime
““ being, Soubah of the Provinces of Bengal,
““ Babar, and Oriffa, youwill engage on your
¢ part,that the fipulated fum of onekhorore
* of rupees, fhall be annually paid into the
* royal treafury, free of all dedutions, ”

As this {um near doubles the ftipula-
tion made by the ufurper Aliverdi Khan,
with the Vizir Munfoor Ak Khan, Anno
1750, (a tythe of which by the bye was
never paid) and we venture to {ay, re-doubles
in one year, any advantages the Emperors
have received from the revenues of thefe
provinces, for the fpace of forty years lopt
paft; we cannot entertain a doubt of his
molt rcadilﬂ acceding to the terms propofed,
as thereby he would alfo fecure a powerful
ally, who could be occafionally of fervice to
him on'any emergency, in his government.

When we are invefted with, and em-
powered to _dii]::hy the Mogul's royal ftan-
dard, the provinces will be cafily governed
and kept in fubjection, at a lefs annual ex-
pence and force, than the Company are
now from neceffity loaded with—but fup-
pole it double, the flake is amply fufficient,

» as we fhall prefently demonitrate.

Some
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Some narrow minds, ftrangers to the
nature of the country and government will
ftart, and make the greatnefs of the object
a bugbear to their hojes and withes—was
it poflible, that the Company conld un-~
molefted enjoy what they have got, and
purfue their trade without interruption 3 we
{hould be amongft the firft that might juftly
exclaim againft their extending their views ;
—but, that this was impraéticable, we have
long forefeen and publicly declared ;—and
if we think at all, we muft now be con-
vinced there is no medium, or alternative,
but this, that can be adopted with any
femblance of fecurity or permanency ——
aut Soubab, aut nullus, muft now be our
motto,

We cannot enough applaud the feafon-
able mealure of fending out Lord Clive,
which we efteem a happy event ; notwith-
ftanding, what could be done upon the pre-
fent plan of politics, has been done with-
out him—the weight of his Lordthip’s re-
putation and experience in thofe parts will
molt effentially promote this our new plan;
he is the beft qualified to negotiate it, the
fitteft to be Erﬁ invefted with that high
power, and the moft capable of fixing and
Jeaving it upon a folid bafis.—That thefe ~

are
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are our real fentiments, flowing from a juft
regard to his Lordthip’s charaéter, I think
the public will not doubt, as they already
know, we lie under no obligations to that
quarter, that might excite our partiality.

We are very fenfible our rulers at home do
not like to have the affairs of the Company,
the fubject of public difquifition, but as
they and their affairs, are now truly become
a very imporiant national concern, and their
own inteftine quarrels have given a latitude
to make their condué the fport of every
pen, we think there needs the lefs apology
for the liberty we now take; as one of our
chief motives is to extricate fhem from
the difficulties, we imagine they muft be
plunged in at this period ; and no drown-
ing man will furely be angry at another,
who ftretches out a friendly hand to fave
him from finking ?—The pointing out a
meafure to them, that muft if it takes place
in a very fhort {pace, mount their flock in
fubftantial real value to five hundred, will
not hurt them or the proprietors.

But it may be afked us, if thefz only are
your motives, why not intimate the mea-
fure in private to our chairman or court of

* direftors ! Why not communicate it, and

enforce
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enforce it, at a quarterly general conrt?
Why not call a general court on_fpecial mat-
ters 2 Why are our affairs and fchemes to
be canvafied by the public? Have patience
my friends, and'we will anfiver thefe in=
terrogatorics by one prevalent reafon that
determines us, to adopt neither of them,—
Private intimations for public good, leave
the parties intrufled, at large, and without
public check, to concur with, or refed? and
lay afide, the means propofed, as caprice,
want of comprehenfion, particular private
views, or divided counfels, may chance to
influence :—but when publicly made, they
then become accountable 7o #4e world —
In affigning this rcafon, we muft not be
thought to infinuate any doubt, injurious
to the honor and integrity of the prefent
Chairman, or prefent court of Direétors,
whom from the fincerity of our heart, we
believe as much attachéd to the true inte-
reft of the Eaff India Company, as any fet
of gentlemen who ever fat at that board,

Our wifh is, to promote the well being
of the Eaff India Company, and not in-
tentionally to give offence to any, and if
our propofed plan meets not the approba-
tion and concurrence of thofe who will
moft benefit by the event ; we can only la-

s ment
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ment their lofs and our own.—I¢ appears
by a correfpondence laid before the public
laft year, that we urged the neceffity of
this meafure in the year }7!.0; glerious !
would have been the iffue for the company,
bad it been then carried into execution, and
kappy ! for many unfortunate individuals,
who fince perifthed by a contrary fyftem of
politics.—There would then have been no
call or neceffity, for this Nabob-chaﬂging
fcheme, the provinces would have been efta-
lithed in peace : and war, revolutions, murs
ders, and maflacres, without a being—how-
ever, from a thorough conviction we fay, itis
not now too late to regain the happy op-
portunity we then loft; nay, fubfequent
cvents, rather encourage and afford a more

favorable afpedt, s it may be accomplifhed

now under lefs difficultics, than we fhould
at that period have had to encounter and
ftruggle with.—In this confidence we (hall
proceed, and by a rough fketch of the pro-
duce of the revenues, thow the vaft flake

we throw for, if we win, the gain will be .

immenfe, if we fail in the attempt, we are
bat where we were, and at the worit,
fhall have it in our power to refume onr
old Dog Trot policy again.

= ——
F
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At Natoor,about ten day’s travels North
Eaft of Calcurta, rvefides the family of the
moft ancient and opulent of the Hindao
Princes of Bengall. Rajab Rbaam Khaunt
of the race nfg Bramins, who deceafed in
the year 1748, and was fiicceeded by his
wife, a Princefs named Bowanny Rbdanee,
whofe Dewan, or Minifter, was Diaram
of the Teely caft, or Tribe; they poflefs
a trad of country of about thirty five' days
travel *; and under a fettled government,
their ftipulated annual rents to the crown
was feventy lac of Sicca rupees, the
lrlcnl revenues about one khorore and 4

alf, '

The chief towns of thefe diftricts are,
Malda, Hurrial, Seerpore, Balekoofly, and
Cogmarry ; all feparately famous for manu-
faGuring the following fpecies of piece
goods, viz. for the Europe markets, coffacs,
elatches, hummums, chowtahs, ootally foo-
fies, feerfuchers and raw-filk : — for the

- markets of Bufforab, Mocha, Fudda, Pegu,

® The Gentsr's eftimate diftances by corfes, but
more commonly by aday’s journey, which they reckon
five corfe, but as the corfe varies in different diftricts,
from one and 2 half to two and a half miles Englifp,
we take the medium days travels at ten Englifp miles,
~ Acheen
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Acheen and Malacca, the different fotts of
coffa’s, baftas, fannoofe, mulmulls, tan-
jebs, ordinary kenchees, & &e.

This country produces alfo, copoft, or
Bengal cotton, with which the above fort-
ments of goods are in part manufactured ;
but the produce does not bear any propor-
tion to the confumption, fo that they are
indebted to forcign markets for this article,
and chiefly to the port of Swraf.

The towns of Bowangunge, Sieﬁgu:;r%r,
Sorupgunge, and Jummaalgunge, arc all fa-
mous markets for grain; as their names

imply.

Contiguous to this laft mentioned dif-
trict, but ftill more to the North Eaft lies
the lands of Rajab Praunaut of the Koyt,
or Scribe Caft; his diftrict extends about
fifty days travel, moftly low lands, and
in great part annually overflowed ; his fli-
pulated yearly payment, twenty lac, the
real produce of his revenue, from fixty to
fevemty—the chief produéls of his countr”
are grain, oil, and ghee, (an article much
much ufed in Indian cookery) it likewife
yields fome fpecies of picce goods and rawk
filk, alfo fopﬁ:cfugar, lump jaggte, ginger

0O long
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long pepper, and piplymol—articles that

ufually compofe the gruff cargoes of our
outward bound hipping,

The principle towns of this diftri@,
are Rungpore, Gooragat, and Santofe Bud-
daal, the capital refidence of the head of
this family ; from thefe Arungs, the Eaft
India companies are fupplied with fannoos,
mulmulls, tanjebs and raw-filk.

The great market of Bugwan Gola %, is
fupplied from this diftri, with the three
important articles of grain, oil, and ghee,—
and now we have occafion to mention this
mart, it is not foreign to our purpole to
dwell a little longer on it—it is fituate on
the Ganges; about a day and half North from
Morfbadabad, and two days South Eafterly
of Rajambol, and is the greateft market for
the above-mentioned articles in Indafian, or
poffibly in the known world. The cuftoms
on grain only amount to three lac of rupees
per Annum —all the cuftoms and duties of
Bagwan Gala, rank in the lift of revenues,
unﬂ:- the head of Kbhofi Mo/, that is, du-
ties which are kept in the governments
Rands, and not farmed out,

uu:kﬁ‘:h fignifies a granary, and Grumgr a gf::in
This



(98 % o

This place is defended on the land fide by
a ditch and pz]lifadncs,and is always in trou-
blefometimes garrifoned by a thoufand horie
and a thoufand foot.—In the year 17431t
was four times attacked by the Mabaraztors,
under Bofchar Pundit and Alibeg, who
were as often repulfed---It is a place of fuch
importance to the Soubah, that the com-
mand of the garrifon is always beftowed on
the moft experiencedand traft worthy officer
he has in his fervice ; the whole of its reves
nues being ufually valued in peaceable times
at thirty lac per Annwm, in the beginning
of the year 17350, it was again attacked by
the Mabarattors, taken and plundered of
an immenfe booty.

North Weft of Fort William. and about
three days and a half diftant, lie the lands
of Rsjah Tilluck Chund, extending twelve
days travel; the flipulated rents of thefe
lands, thirty-two lac per Annum, but its
real produce and value, from eighty lac to
one khorore. This is the principal of the
three diftricts ceded in perpetuity to the
company, by the treaty with Cofim Al
Kbhan in the year 1760.

Ie's principal towns are Burdwan, Krpy,
Radnagere, Dewangunge and Ballitiffagur’;
O 2 thefe
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thefe fupply the Eaf India companies with
the fuﬂﬂwing fortments of piece goods,
viz. doorcas, terrandams, cuttanies, foofies,
foot romaals, gurras, [efterfoys, fanton cou-
pees, cherriderries, chilys, cuftas and doo-
foota’s ; the capital Burdavar, may be pro-
perly called the center of the trade an the
provinces, in tranquil times, this place
afforded an annual large vend for the ya-
liable ftaples of lead, copper, bread cloth,
tin, pepper and tootanague. The Pug-
giah merchants from Delky and Agra, re-
forted yearly to this great mart, and would
again if peace was eftablithed in the coun-
try :——they purchafed the above ftaples,
either with money, or in barter for opium,
tincal, falt petre and horfes,

This diftri& produces raw-filk and co-
pofs, fufficient only for manufactoring their
foofies, cuttanees and gurras.—The lefler
towns manufature other inferior fortments
of cloth, as feerbunds, gollabunds, & —
it produces grain equal to the confumption
of the people only,

Burdumaan, the proper name of the dif-
trict, is high, better peopled, and better
cultivated than any part of the three pro-

vinces ;
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vinces ; bleflings! that caufed it every yeass—
more particularly to become a prey to the
Mabharatters, as before recited.

The family of this Rajah farmed lands
to the amount of four lac per Annum, con-
tiguous to the bounds of Calutta, and had
a palace at Beallab, about feven miles South
of it—the Fort of Buzbudjee on the Gan-
ges, was alfo their property. :

To the Weft of Burdwan, fomething'
Northerly lie the lands belonging to the |
family of Rajah Gopaul Sing, of the Raaz-
poot Bramin tribe; they poffcfs an extent of |
fixteen days travel, this diftriét producesan |
annual revenue of between thirty and forty
Jac ; but from the happinefs of his fitua-
tion, he is perhaps the moft independant
Rajah of Indoftan, having it always in his
power to overflow his country, and drown
any enemy that comes againft him; as
happened at the beginning of Swjab Khan's
government, who fent a ftrong body of
horfe to reduce him, thefe he fuffered to
advance far into his country, then opening
the dams of the rivers deftroyed them toa
man ; this aftion deterred any fubfequent
attempts to reduce him—but if the frontiers
of the diftri¢t were fo invefted, as to pre-

03 vent

1
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vent the exit of the merchandize of his
country, which might eafily be done, he
would be prefently brought to obedience,
and glad to compound for a tribute of twenty
lac per dpnum; a2sitis, he can hardly be
faid to acknowledge any allegiance to the
Mogul or Soubah, he fome years deigns to
fend to the Soubah, an acknowledgement
by way of falaamy (or prefent) of 5,000
rupees, {ometimes 2o,0c0, and fome years

not any thing at all, as he happens to be
difpofed.

But in truth it would be almoft cruelty
to moleft thefe happy people, for in this
diftri&, are the only veftiges of the beauty,
purity, piety, regularity, equity and ftrict-
nefs of the ancient Indofian government.
Here the property, as well as the liberty of
the people, are inviolate, here no robberies

gre heard of, either private or public; the

trayeller, cither with, or without merchan-
dize, on his entering this diftriét, becomes
the immediate care of the government,

‘which allots' him' guards without any ex-

peacs;, to conduct him from flage to flage,
and thele are accountable for the fafety and
accommodation of his perfon and effects.—
At ihe end of the firft ftage, he is delivered

everwith certain béncyolentformaliticst  the

guards
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guards of the next, who after interrogating
the traveller, as to the ufage he had re-
ceived in his journey, difiiffes the firft
guard with a written certificate of their
behaviour, and a receipt for the traveller’
and his effects, which certificate or receipt
are returnable to the commanding officer of
the firft ftage, who regifters the fame, and
regularly reports it to the Rajah,

In thisform the travelleris paffed through
the country, and if he only paffes, he is not
fuffered to be at any expence for food, ac-
commodation, or carriage for his merchan-
dize or baggage; but it is otherwife, if he
is permitted to make any refidencé in one .
place above three days, unlefs occafioned
by ficknefs, or any unavoidable accident.--=
If any thing is loft in this diftriét, for'in-
ftance a bag of money or other valuable ;
the perfon who finds it, hangs it upon the
pext tree, and gives notice to the neareft
Chowkey or place of guard, the officer of
which orders immediate publicatioﬂ of the
fame by beat of tomtom, Of drum.

There are in this precinét, no lefs than
three hundred and fixty confiderable Pago-
da’s, ‘or places of public worfhip, erefted
by this Rajah, and his anceftors.——The
worfhip of the cﬂwﬂis here carried to fo

4 great




e

s | 200)
great an extreme, that, if that anintal meets
with a wilent death, the city, or village,
to which it belonged goes into a general
mourning and faft, for three days, and are
obliged from the Rajah to the meaneft of
the people to remain on the fpot, where
they firft heard the publication of the ac-
cident ; and are employed during that fpace
in performing various expiations, as direct-
ed in the Shaffab ; but more of this under
a fubfequent general head.

Bifnapore the capital, and chief refidence
of the Rajah, and which gives a name to the
whole diftri&, is alfo the chicf feat of trade ;
the produce of the country confifts of fhaal
timbers (a wood equal in quality to the beft
of our oak) dammer lacca’s, an inferior
fortment of raw-filk---and copofs and grain
fufiicient only for their confumption ; it is
from this diftrict that the Eaff India Com-
panies are chiefly fupplied with the article
of fhell lacca.

North Weit of Bﬁyaﬂ, contiguous
lic the territories of Buddeir famma Khan,
fon and fucceflor to Afleolaz Khan, a Mogul,
and Prince of Bierbokeen——How this
Mabommedan family, originally crept in
among the Hindso Rajabs, we never could

learn
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Jearn with any precifion ; but think it pro-
ceeded from it's importance to the Mogul
government, as being the pals into Bengal,
from which moft danger of invaders was
to be apprehended, and therefore the Em-
peror judged it expedient to have the go-
vernment of this pas in the hands of a
Mahommedan Prince; the conquered Ra-
jahs not being deemed truft worthy.

The lands formerly poflefled by this fa-
mily, equalled in extent thofe of Bifnapore,
and yiclded nearly the fame articles of mer-
chandize, and about the fame revenue;
but as foon as Aliverdi Kban ufurped the
government of the Soubahthip, he divefted
this Rajah (for fo he is commonly called)
of a great part of his country, and other-
ways opprefled him, which he had after-
wards caufe to repent, as we have before
fhewn) but notwithftanding that; he re-
mained taxed at ten lac per Annum.

The fertile part of his country is in
the center of the Bierbobeen mountains,
his chicf rcfidence the fortrefs of Nagur,
and his principal town of trade, is Jum-
buzar, from whence the Eaff India Com-
panies ufually had the greateft part of their”
gurras provided ; but the Mabarattor inva-

fion,
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fion occafioned in a great meafure this
branch of trade to be transfered to the
town of Curwab.

North Eaft of Calcuttz, diftant about
three days journey lies Kifnagur, the fort
and capital of Rajab Kiffen Chund. He pof-
fefles a tra& of country of about twelve
days journey, and is taxed at nine Lac per
annum, though his revenues exceed twenty
five Lac; his principal towns are Santipore,
Nuddeah, Bouren, &c. where mullmulls,
coffaes, and cotton yarn are manufaCtured
for the Europe markets ; the country pro-~
duces copofs and grain, but not fufficient
for exportation.

The revenues of the city of Dacca (once

the capital of Bengal) at a low eftimation

amount, annually to two Khorore, proceed-
ing from cuftoms and duties levied on
cloths, -grain, -cil, ghee, beetlenut, chank-
metals, falt, and tobacco, &c.

The foregoing inftances of the value of
the lands in the province of Besgal only
held by the Rajahs fhall fuffice, without
our particularifing thofe held by the Zemdn-
dars fcattered through the province ; fome

of whom are very confiderable lIand helders ;
3 thefe
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thefe are generally taxed nearer the real
value of their lands, than thofe whmh are
held by the Rajahs.

Time and occafion prefles, and will not
permit us to enter minutely into a detail
of the other branches of the revenues of
this opulent country in times of fettled
peace, 2 bare mention of the principal re-
maining {ources will full andam 1 :
the pt:fnt we aim at, an& !hetf ﬁ“ﬂ
:f:}npurtancz of the ftake we are puthing

The revenues of the crt_jr of Patna, and
thofe of the province of Babar—the go-=
vernment of Purnea, a rich Nabobfbi
the revenues of the capital of Mor/budabad,
the city of Rajabmbol, the towns and dif-
tricts of Cﬁumr, Cutwab, Mercha,
Buxbunder, Azimgunge, j"i&ﬂg&ft Baaker
Gunge, Rq;aperr, feveral petty Nahubihps
and Fowfdoarys, &c. &c. &c.—the govern
ments and diftri&ts of Midnapore, and Cbr!y—
gongh, already ceded to us by the treaty of
1760—and the .Purgmaﬁ: ceded by the
treaty 1737, all held by a moft precarious
tenure whilft this war with the govern-
ment fubfifts,

We
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We make no account of the province of
Oriffa, uvfually eftimated at one Khorore
and a half, becaufe it is a moot peint, whe-
ther the Emperor will engags in any equi-
valent plan of fatisfattion for the Mabarat-
#ors evacuating it; be this as it may, if
our general fcheme fucceeds, it would be
worth our while to attempt the geting rid
of them by fair means, as this province is
greatly improvable, and conftitutes a ne-
ceflary frontier and barrier to Bengal/ on the
South. . We fay nothing neither of the Far-
ghier lands, which are not taken into our
eftimate, though thefe are objetts may be
worth a future confideration.

To fum up the whole, we venture to
ftake our credit and veracity on the affer-
tion, that the two provinces of Bengal and
Babar, will fully yield a revenue of eleven
Khorore per. annum, or 13,750,500 pounds
fterling—if it yiclds this under a defpotic
and tyranic government in times of peace
and currency , of trade, what may we not
more expect from it's improvements under
a mild and Britith one? To conclude, we
repeat

If we fhould fucceed in the attempt,
great and glorious will be the Britifh name in
thofe

L)
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thofe parts, and immenfe the gain to the
company and nation—if we fail—nothing
remains, but to obtain a lafting peace on al-
moft any terms—for if this war continues
much longer on the prefent ineffeGtual and
cxpenfive footing. the company, as a com-
pany, cannot peflibly fupport it, and there-
fore they muft be reduced to the neceflity of
applying to our own government, for more
powerful and potent aids than they hither-
to have been indulged and favored with,
though this has we confefs, been pretty con-
Jiderable already. What right we have (L
fpeak as a proprietor) to claim or expeé
more — we leave to be refolved by our
honorable rulers..

With the above obvious conclufion, we
clofe this our third general head, and Jirft
part of our general work, and fhall pro-
ceed to the difcuffion of our remainins
five general heads in a fecond part, as
{peedily as leifure and opportunity will
permit.

POSTSCRIPT,

Having received intimation that a cer-
tain party intend again to make application
to parliament, for an att to lay the plisting

of
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of Faft India ftock under fome reftrictions,
and having ferioufly confidered this fubject
in we think a new point of view, we beg
leave to be heard a few words relative to
this matter, and a few more, touching the
prefent mode of governing this company.

It is extraordinary that in the courfe of
{o much altercation before the general clec-
tion laft year, on the propricty or impro-
priety of Ipliting ftock, two obvious confi-
derations thould not (as we remember) have
been ever urged in defence of this pratice,
which if duely weighed we humbly ima-
gine, would determine parliament to dif-
ceuntenance, andthrow out, any bill brought
before them for the above-mentioned in-
tended purpole.

*

That both partics in the laft year's direc~
tion benefited themfelves by this practice,
is inconteftable, notwithftanding the bold
affertion and fallacious reafon on onc fide,
and the unmafked hypocrify of tbeir cbani-
pion Verax.——

It was afierted, < that neither the ftock-
¢« holder could fplit nor transfer, nor the
¢ transferer accept and vote confiftently
« with a good confcicnce as a chriftian, or

? 1 an
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% an honeft man.”—To examine the fotini-
dation of this heavy charge, let us confider
the fituation of every Eait India proprietor
on the common plan of voting, at general
courts or general ele&ions.

The proprictor who holds go,000 / ori-
ginal ftock, and he who holds 500l are,
touching the government of this company,
upon an equal feoting. Strange! that 4
regulation fo repugnant to equity and the
nature of things, fhould have fo long fub-
fifted without amendment.

The attachment and attention, which every
individual owes to the particular communi-
ty he belongs, will, nay muft be in pro-

ortion to the fpecific concern and part he'

Ids therein; therefore the proprietor who
holds only 5oo/. ftock, will be lefs attach-
ed and attentive, and more liable to be
fwayed and influenced to join in bad mea-
fures with defigning men, than the proprie-
tor who holds go,000/. ftock. — Thercfore
whil(t this inconfiftent regulation fubfits,
and the letter of it ftrictly adhered to, what
remedy or means, has the proprietor of
50,000/, ftock, to obtain an influence in
the government of this company on any
critical emergency in their a.gi.rs adequate

. to
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to his concern and rifgue? but this very
method of fpliting and dividing his ftock,
confequently every attempt to deprive him
of this only refcurce, is beyond doubt moft
unjuft, and may tend to the deftrution of
the company, if they {hould ever fall into
the hands of a defigning felf-interefted and
wicked fet of directors.

To refute the charge of difhonefly in the
aGion itfelf, we need only confider it in
comparifon with a tranfaction much more
common, yet We Conceive firiétly fimilar
1o it.

A. borrows sool. cafh of B. on motedf
band payable in any Siipulated time —will
any man be hardy enough to fay, that this
caih is not the property of A. to all intents
and purpofes, during the time of poffeffion ?
—and could not A. confcientioufly and
honeftly fivear it was fo?—where then is
the effential difference between borrowin
sool. cafh, or 5co I ftock ?*—Verax wiﬁ
tell you (though he laughs in his flccve at
the fame time) ¢ that A. borrows the
« tool. cafh to convert to his own pri-
« yate occafions; but that the ftock lent
< and transfered to A. is the confequence of
« 3 private compact and collufion between

' ﬂ.
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* A. and B, to enable and qualify A. to
« vote on that fide of the qu&tiun B. fhall
“ point out to him.”—Be it fo—yet the
moment B, transfers, and A. accepts, this
individual 500/ ftock becomes the property
of A. it has every effential of property, that
property can have annexed to it—he can
fell, difpofe of, giveitaway, and expend it
in any manner he pleafes; and though he
determines to hold it, yet it remains totally
in his own breaft on which fide he will be-
ftow his vote, (as a certain party we bielieve
found the lalt cledtion, to their great dif
appointment and difgrace.) — Perax will:
agdin tell you, there is a couniter obliga-
tion for A's replacing this individual fock.
—In like manner A. is obliged to repay his
soo/. cafh and take up his note, if in
either cafe he fails B. has his remedy at law
but A. may moft truely fivear either
to be bona fide his property, whilft they .
continue in his pofleflion, though he is
accountable in the one cafe for repayment,
and the other for replacing.

Touching the mode of ' governing this
company, we beg leave to fay, it never
could, nor ever can be wel/ governed on it's
prefent inflitution.—Would you have your
court of direors refpe@able, reduce their

P number



e R —— g —

( 210°)

number to fourteen, raife the qualification
for a diretor to 10,000/. original ftock,
and their falaries to 6oo/. per annum; on
this plan the dire@ion of youraffairs would
‘become an obje@ worthy of being courted
by men of the moft diftinguifhed charac-
ters, abilities, and property ; which, the
prefent great importance of this company
loudly calls to be at their head— men who
would not be fhackled by their neceflary
attention to their own little concerns, and
thereby obliged to abandon thofe of the
company to the condué and difpofal of one,
two, or three members of their body,
which unhappily has been the fate of this
company from it’s firft inftitution.

The End of the Firit Part.
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T0 THE MOST NOBLE

; 'S P D 4 e 5

DUKE AND EARL OF
NORTHUMBERLAND;

EARL PERCY;

BARON WARKWORTH OF
WARKWORTH CASTLE;

LORD LIEUTENANT AND CUSTOS RO-
TULORUM OF THE COUNTIES OF MIDDLE-
SEX AND NORTHUMBERLAND, OF THE
CITYAND LIBERTYOF WESTMINSTER,
AND OF THE TOWN AND COUNTY OF
THE TOWN OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE;
VICE ADMIRAL OF ALL AMERICA, AND
OF THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBER-
LAND; ONE OF THE LORDS OF HIS MA-
JESTY'S MOST HONORABLE PRIVY COUN-
CiL: KNIGHT OF THEMOST NOBLEOR-
DER OF THE GARTER; AND FELLOW OF
THE ROYAL SOCIETY.

MY LORD,
T is with equal deference and
pleafure that I fubmit the follow-

ing performance to your Grace's pe-
rufal ;
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rufal ; being perfuaded you will not ,
think it altogether unworthy of your
notice from the important, but un-
common fubje& it treats upon. Nei-
ther do 1 apprehend you will think
my inducement to this work an un-
becoming one, when I tell your
Grace my intention was to refcue the
originally untainted manners, and re-
ligious worfhip of a very ancient
people from grofs milreprefentation.

I thought it moft unjuft that the
wifdom and tenets of Braman and
the ancient Bramins fhould be longer
difgraced by the ftrange innovations
and pra&ices of their modern bre-
thren ; for from thefe unworthy
- {occeffors alone have been diffemi-
- nated the general accounts which we
.~ are hitherto made acquainted with of

the theology of thefe people.
Hence



DEDICATION.

Hence it is that although the wif-
dom of the Eaftern fages has been
proverbially famous, yet we find them
reprefented to us, in moft relations,
as a race, from the beginning, equally
credulous and ignorant. ' From fuch
imputations I have endeavoured to
vindicate them ; not by labored apo-
logies, but by a fimple difplay of
their primitive theology, which I
would ‘willingly hope ¢annat but be
acceptable to the public, 'in fo in-
quifitive and learned an age as this,

Whatever {fmall degree of appro-
bation my imperfect labors may ob-
tain from the world, I reft affured jt
will applaud my choice of a patron
on whofe judgement and candor I
can fecurely'rely ; as being a perfon-
age whofe exalted titles are rendered

maorg
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more refplendent by the amiable vir-
tues and qualitics that adorn them-—
Virtues! which have endeared him

alike to prince and people.

1 have the honor to {ublfcribe
myfelf,

My Lord Duke,

Your Grace’s moft obedient

and moft humble fervant,

Beenham Houfe, Berkay
Nov. 1ft, 1766. &5

J. Z. HOLWELL,
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"The Religious Tenets of the Gentoos, followers
of the Skaflab of Bramab.

INTRODUCTION.

E have already premifed, that in the
profecution of this our fourth gene-
ral head, we fhould touch only on the ori-
ginal principal tenets of thefe antient people
the Gentoos; for were we to penetrate into,
and difcufs the whole of their modern cere-
monials, and complicated modes of worthip ;
our labor would be without end : thefe are
as diffufe, as the ancient fundamenta] tenets
of Bramab are fhort, pure, fimple and uni-
form; in this predicament the Genfoos are
not fingular, as the original text of every
theological {yflem, has, we refume, from a
ilar caufe, unhappily unc!;rgcmc the fame
fate; though at firgt promulged as a divine
inftitation.
Paell. . B ~ We-
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We fhall not fay much regarding the an-
tiquity of thefe people ; nor fhall we amufe
ourielves with the reveries of chronologers
and hiftorians ; who have labored to fix with
precifion (though not two of them agree in
opinion) the varions migrations after the
flood: it fhall fuffice for our purpofe, that
by their own fhewing, Indoflan was as
early peopled, as moft other parts of the

known world,

The firft invaders of this empire, found
the inhabitants a- potent, opulent, civilized,
wife, and learned people ; united under one
head, and one uniform profeffion of divine
worthip ; by the fundamental principles of
which, they were precluded communication,
and focial converfe, with the reft of mankind ;
and thefe invafions firft made them a warlike
people alfo.

Alexander the Great, invaded them in
later times, and found them in the fame
ftate; and though it fhould feem, from
Arrian’s and Quintus Curtius's hiftory of that
Prince’s expeditions, that the different prin~
cipalities he conquered, were independant
kingdoms, and governed by independant
Kings and Princes ; yet the Gentoo records of
Bindsobund and’ Banaras fhew, that at that

period,
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period, and much later, all the principalities of
this empire, were in fubjection to, and owned
allegiance to one head, fliled the Mbaabah
Rajab of Indoftan; a Prince of the Succadit
family, faid to be lineally defcended from
their great Prince and Legiflator Bramab;
and that it was not until after the extin@ion
of this facred family (as the Gentoos call it)
that the Rajahs aflumed an independency.

But it did not fufficiently footh the vanity
of Alexander, nor that of his hiftorians, to
record his conquefls of a few petty Rajahs
and Governors of provinces; and though
we do not contelt the faé of that invafion,
yet we think ourfelvesjuftified in concluding
the greateft part of its hiftory is fabulous;
yet, that it claims greater credit and belief,
than thofe of Bacchus and Sefofiris : the
Greek and Latin conftru&ion and termina-
tion of the names, and places, of the Princes
and kingdoms of Indsoflan, faid by Alexander's
hiftorians to be conquered by him ; bear not
the leaft analogy or idiom of the Genrop
language, either ancient or modern ; as any
one the leaft converfant in it can teftify ;
and although the ground work of their hil-
tory was founded on fad, yet the fuperftruc-
ture carries ftrongly the femblance of in-
vention and romance: And he who is ac-

B 2 quainted
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quainted with this empire, and can give full
credit to thofe legends, may upon as juft
a foundation believe Alexand.r to have been
the fon of Fupiter Ammon; or, with .
Curtius, that the Ganges opened into the
Rea fea.

The annals of the Genfoas, give ttfﬁml:}n)rl
of Alexander’s invafion ; where he is record-

ed under the epithets, .of Mbaabab Duk-
koyt, ¢ Kooneab, a moft mighty robber and /'

murderer ; but they make not any mention
of a Porus, nor of any name that has the
fmalleft allufion or likenefs to it; and yet
the action between Alexander and this ima-
ginary King Porus, has been pompoufly ex-
hibited by the hiftorians of the former, and
has happily afforded fubject matter for re-
prefentations,. that do the highelt honour to
the art and genius of man,

The liberty we have taken with thefe fo
long celebrated hiftorians, may feem to our
readers to be foreign to our fubje@, but in
the end we hope it will appsar otherwile ;
when they find that thefe authors have
(either from their own fertile inventions, or
from mif-information; or rather from want
of a competent knowledge in the language
of the nation) mif-reprelznted, or to fpeak

- more
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favorably, tﬂlf-éﬂﬂu ived thelr religious
%&g’{, 1R O b g
teof 'their government. '
L Rt L -

" The fpace of time employed in Alexan-
der's expedition in this empire, did not afford
a poffibility of acquiring any adequate know-
!:'Sgc of alanguage in itfelf fo highly difficalc
to attain in the fmalleft degree of perfeétion,

‘even from many years refidence and intimate
converfe with the natives ; can it be poffi-
bly believed then, that any of Alexander's
followers could in this fhort fpace acquire
duch perfedtion in the Gentoo language'ds
could enable them juftly to tranfmit down
the religious fyflem of a nation, with whom
they can fcarcely be faid to have had any

communication ?

Touching the antiquity of the fcriptures,
we are treating of, we have much more to
fay, in fupport of our conjeCture and belief,
that the Shaflab of Bramab, is as ancient, at
leaft, as any written body of divinity that
was ever produced to the world. But it is
previoufly neceffary, that we explain the word
Bramab, which has been varioufly wrote,
and indifcriminately applied by many authers,
and particularly by Baldeus, who confounds
Birmab and Bramab as being the fame per-

B 3 fon,
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fon, though nothing in nature can be more
different. This could proceed only, from
the fpecific meaning end origin of thofe
words not being clearly underftood; and
this we conceive has led many other writers
into the fame error: our prefent difquifition
therefore calls, not only for the explanation
of thefe words, but allo of the other two
fuppofed primary created beings Biftno,
and Sieb. For unlefs thefe three perfons
Pirmab, Bifinco, and Sich, are diftinély
comprehended, and beld in remembrance,
a confiderable portion of the allegorical part
of the Skaflab of Bramab, will appear ut-
terly unintelligible.

Different authors ftile him, Bruma, Bram-
ma, Burma, Brumma, Birmab, Bramab;
and although they write him thus varioufly,
they are unanimous in thinking him the
{ame perfon, and give him the fame attributes.
They are all, it is true, derivatives from the
fame root, Brum, or Bram (for thefe are
{fynonimous in the Shaffab) but none of all
the above appellatives are to be found in the
Shoftak, but Birmab and Bramab. They
aré all compounded of brum or bram, a
[pirit, or effence, and mab, mighty; brum,
in an abfolute and fimple fenfe fignifics the
Jpirit or effence of Gad, and is but upon one

on
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occafion mentioned as a perfon, and that is
when brum is I’cprﬂﬁ’.‘ﬂtt; with the habili-
ments and four arms of Birmab, floating on
a leaf, upon the face of a troubled chaos,
immediately preceding the a&t- of the crea-
tion of the univerle.—Birmab is underflood
in an abfolute perfonal fenfe, and in a figu-
rative one ; in the former as the firft of the
three primary created angelic beings—in this
fenfe the word fignifies litterally the mighty
Second.  For though Birmab is the firft of
the three prime beings, he is fliled fecond in
power to God only, and fometimes in the
Shaflab has the name of Birmabab, the moft
mighty fecond. In the figurative fenfe the
word Birmal means creation, created, and
fometimes creator, and reprefents what the
Bramins call, the firft great attribute of
God, bis power of creation.

Bramab is the title folely appropriated to
the Promulger of the Shajflab, and implies
the fpirituality and divinity of his miffion
and doGrines ; hence it is, that his fucceflors
aflumed the name of Bramins, {uppofing
themiclves to inherit the fame divine (pirit.

As the word Birmab, is ufed in a perfo-
nal, and figurative fenfe, fo is Bifnoo and
Sieb; perfonally, as being the fecond and

B 4 third
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third of the firlt created angelic beings, who
had pre.eminence in heaven, the word
Biftnoo, litterally fignifies a cheriffer, a pre-
Jerver, a comiforter; and Sieb, a_deftroyer,
an Avenger, a mutilator, a punifber ; and
thefe three perfons, when figuratively ap-
plied in the Shafab (as they frequently are)
reprelents what the Bramins call the three
firft and great attributes of God, his power
fo create, his power to preferve, and his
power fo change or deflroy.” And we (hall
fee that in the diftribution of the aImIgha;{s
commands to thefe primary perfons, tatks
are afligned to each, of a very different na-
ture ; to Birmab, works of power, govern-
ment and glory; to Biffnss, works of ten-
dernefs and benevolence ; and to Sied, works
of terror, feverity and deftrucion. This
Jaft mentioned perfon is the objett of great

difmay and terror to the Gentoss, but mo- .

dern expounders of Bramab's Shaftab have
foftened the rigor of his chara&er by giving
him names and attributes of a very dif-
ferent nature from that of Sied. They call
him Mojfior (a contra®tion of Mababfoqr,
the moff mighty deftroyer of evil) and under
this foothing title he is worlhipped, not as
Sieb the deftroyer, but as the deflroyer of
evil, The other epithet they have given to
him is Moidéh, (a contraction of Mabakdsb.-
- ofUk tab,
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tab, the moft mighty angel) in this fenfe
he is worthipped as the averter of evdl,
and vnder this charadter he has the moft
altars erefed to him.

This neceflary interpretation and expla-
nation premifed, we proceed to the Skaflab
itlelf ; and fhall faithfully give a detail of the
origin of this book ; and the feveral inno-
vations and changes it has fuffered : a detail
—which although known by all the learncd
amongft the Bramins, is yet confefled but
by a few, and thofe only, whofe purity of
principle and manners, and zeal for the pri-
mitive doflrines of Bramak's Skaftab, {ets
them above difguifing the truth ; from many
of thefe, we have had the following recital.

“ That, when part of the angelic bands
“ rebelled, and were driven from the face
“ of God, and expelled from the heavenly
‘¢ regions; God doomed them in his wrath,
*“ to eternal punithment and banithment;
“ but, that by the interceflion of the faith-
“ ful remaining bands, he was at length in-
“ clined to mercy, and to foften the rigor
“ of their fentence, by inftituting @ courfe
‘“ only, of punifhment, purgation, and pu-
“ rification; through which, by due fub-

(14
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miffion, they might work out a reftoration
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% to the feats they had loft by their difobe-
«« dience.

~ “ That God in full aflembly of the faith-

¢ ful bands fpecified their courfe of punifh-
‘ ment, purgation and purification ; regil-
¢ tered, and declared his decree, immutable,
¢¢ and irrevocable ; and commanded Birmab,
“to defcend to the banithed delinquents
< and fignify unto them the mercy and de-
¢¢ termination of their creator.

¢ That Birmab fulfilled God’s command,
¢ defcended to the delinquent angels, and
«t made koown unto them the mercy and
« immutable fentence, that God their creator
¢ had pronouncedand regiftered againft them.

¢ That the great and unexpected mercy
¢ of God, at firlt made a deep impreflion
« gpon all the delinquents, except on the
“¢ leaders of their rebellion ; thefe in procefs
« of time, regained their influence, and
“ confirmed maﬁ of the delinquents in their
*¢ difobedience, and thercby the merciful
“¢ intentions of their creator, became in a
¢ great mealure fruftrated.

‘ That about the beginning of the pre-
“ fent age (i, e. 4866 years ago) the three

“ primary
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« primary created beings and the reft of the
« faithful angelic hoft, fecling the deepeft
¢« anguifh for the exalted wickednefs of their
« delinquent brethren, concluded it could
¢ only proceed, from their having by time,
«¢ forgot the terms of their falvation ; which
¢¢ had been only verbally delivered to them
“ by Birmab : they thercfore petitioned the
“ Almighty, that he would be pleafed to
« fuffer his fentence, and the conditions of
“ their reftoration, to be digefted into a budy
 of awritten laws for their guidance; and
¢ that fome of the angelic beings, might
¢ have permifiion to defcend to the delin-
“* quents, to promulge and preach this writ-
“ ten bedy of laws unto them, that they
“ might thereby be left without excufe, or
*“the plea of ignorance, for their conti-
* nuance in difobedience. '

* That God affented, to the petitions of
¢ the angelic bands ; when they, one and
¢ all, offered to undertake this miffion, but
“ God felected from amongft them thofe
“ whom be deemed moft pfoper for this
« work of falvation; who were appointed
“to defcend 10 the different regions of the
* habitable univerfe. That a being from
“ the firft rank of angels was deftined for
* the eallern part of this globe, whom

€ Gﬂd
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“ God dignificd with the name of Bramab,
in allufion to the divinity of the do&rine
< andumiffion he,had in charge. ©+ =

‘¢ That Birmab by the command of God
¢« diCtated to Bramab and the other deputed
“ angels, the terms and conditions, which
““ had been primarily delivered to the de-
“ linquents, by the mouth of Birmab;
“¢ that Bramah received, and entered the laws
¢ of God in Debtab Nagur, (literally, the
“ language of angels) and that when Bra-
“ mab defcended at the beginning of the
¢ prefent age, and affumed the human form
“ and government of Indoffan, he tranflated
* them into the Sanférit, a language then
* univerfally known throughout Indsflan ;
““and called the body of laws the Chdtab
“ Bhade ® Shaflab of Bramab (literally, the
“ four feriptures of divine words of the
““ mighty Jpsrit) which he promulged, and
«¢ preached to the delinquents, as the only
« terms of their falvation and reftoration.

** That for the fpace of a thoufand years,

“ the doCtrines of the Cldtah Bbade, were

« preached and propagated, without varia-

“ tion or innovation; and many of the

« delinquents benefited from them and were
* A written book.

' “ faved :
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“ faved: but that about the clofe of this
« period, fome Gufeyns ¥ and Battezeaz +
“ Bramins, combining together, wrote a
« paraphrafe on the Ckglab Bhade, which
« they called the Chdtab | Bhade of Bra-
L m::z l, or the fix Jeriptures of the mighty
* Jpiri¢; in this work the eriginal text of
“ Bramab's Chatah Bhade was fill pre-
“ ferved,—About this period alfo it was,
¢ that the Gofeyns and Battezaaz Bramins,

¢ began to appropriate to themfelves the ufe .

F
'}

“ of the Sanferit charafler, and inflituted in

“ the place of it the common Indeflan cha-
“ racter in ufe at this day : it was now alfo
““ that they firft began to veil in myfteries,
*¢ the fimple do&trines of Bramab.

® That about five hundred years later,
¢ that is, fifteen hundred years from the firft
‘¢ promulgation of Bramal's Shaflab; the
“ Gofeyns, and Battezaaz Bramins, pub-
*¢ lithed a fecond expofition, or commenta
“on the Cbcf:ﬂb Bbhade ; which f{welled
¢ the Gentso fcriptures to eighteen books :
“¢ thefe the commentators entitled the Augh-
“ torrab Bbade Shaflab, or the eighteen. books

* Gentso Bifhops,
+ Expounders of the Siaffal, T Six.
| From the promulging this Bbade, the Polytheifm
of the Gentss's took its rife. .
1 Qf
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« of divine words; it was drawn ‘up in a
« compound character, of the common -
« doftan, and Sanferit ;—the original text of
« the Chdtab Bbade, was in a manner funk
* and alluded to enly ; the hiftories of their
¢ Rajahs and country, were introduced under
« figures and fymbols, and made a part of
« their religious worfhip, and a multitude
« of ceremonials, and exteriour modes of
«« worfhip, were infijtutzd; which the com-
e mentators faid were implied in Bramab's
«« Chitah Bbhade, although not exprefly
« dire@ed therein, by him ; and the whole
“ enveloped in impenetrable obfcurity by
¢ allegary and fable, beyond the compre-
¢« henfion even of the common tribe of
« Bramins themfelves ; the laity being thus
« precloded from the knowledge of their
« original fcriptures had a new fyftem of
« faith broached unto them, which their
“ anceftors were utterly ftrangers to. -

« That this innovation of the Aughtorrab

« Bhade produced a fchifm amongft the
« Gentos's, who until this peried had fol-
« Jowed one profeffion of faith throughout
« the vaft empire of Indsfian; for the Bra-
< mins of Cormandell and Mallabar finding
¢ their brethren upon the courfe of the Ganges
¢ had taken this bold ftep to inflave the laity,
2 scfer



( 15 )

“ fet up for themfelves, and formed afcripture
« of their own, founded as they faid upon
« the Cbdtab Bbade of Bramak; this they
« called the Fiedam * of Brummab, or divine
« apords of the mighty fpirit ;—thefe com-
¢ mentators, by the example of their bre-
« thren, interfperfed in their new religious
“ fyitem, the hiftories of their governors,
“and country, under various fymbols and
« allegories, but departed from that chaftity
“« of manners, which was ftill preferved in
< the Augbtorrab Bhade Shaflab. '

* Thus the nritginal, plain, pure, and
« fimple tencts of the Chatab Bhade of
« Bramab (fifteen hundred years after its
“ firft promulgation) became by degrees
« utterly loit; except, to three or four Go-
« feyn families, who at this day are’ only
« capable of reading, and expounding it,
“ from the Sanfirit charaller; to thefe may
“ be added a few others of the tribe
« of Batteezaas Bramins; who ecan read
“and expound from the Chdtab Bhade,
« which {till preferved the text of the ori-
< ginal, as before remarked.

8 Viedam in the Mallsher language fignifies the
fame as Sha/lzk in the Sanferity viz. drm'.tr!gt:.rd:__.
and fometimes, the werds 5f Gad

« How
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“ How much foever the primitive reli-

* gion of the Gentoos fuffered by thefe inno-
* vations; their government underwent no
“change for many centuries after, all ac-
“ knowledging allegiance to one univerfal
“Rajah of the Succadir family, lineally
4 drf%:endcd from their Prince and Lawgiver
*“ Bramab. —— The Princes of this line
“ oppofed the innovations made in their
*“ primitive faith, with a fruitlefs oppofition,
“ which endangered the exiftence of their
*“own government ; fo that at length they
“ were reduced to the neceffity of fubferib-
“ing, firlt to the Chatab Bhade, -and fub-
“ fequently to the  Aughtorrab Bhades al-
“ though their wiflom forefaw, and fore-
“ told, the fatal confequences thefe inno-
““ vations would havé on the ftate and the
“nation: but the Gofyns and Bramins,
“ having tafted the fweets of prieftly power
“ by the firit of thefe Bbades, determined
‘“ to enlarge, and eftablith i, by the pro-
““ mulgation of the laff; for in this the ex-
“ terior modes of worthip were fo multi-
* plicd, and fuch a numerous train of new
¢ divinities created, which the people never
*“ before had heard or dreamed of, and both
“ the one and the other were {o enveloped
“ by the Gofiyns and Bramins in darknefs,
* penetrable to themfelves only, that thofe
¢« profeflors
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« profeffors of divinity, became of new and
¢ great importance, for the daily obliga-
“ tions of religious duties, which were by
“ thefe new inftitutes impofed on every
“ Gentoo, from the highelt to the lowelt
“ rank of the people, were of {o intricate, and
“ alarming a nature, as to require & Bramin
““to be at hand, to explain and officiate,
*“in the performance of them: they had
‘ however the addrefs to captivate the minds
* of the vulgar, by introducing {how and
** parade intoall their principal religiousfeafts,
“ as well as fafts; and by a new fingle poli-
“ tical inflitution, to wit, the prefirvation of
““their caff or tribe, the whole nation was
“ reduced to facerdotal flavery.

“ From the period that the Aughtorrab
“ Bhade was publithed as the rule of the
** Gentoo faith and worfhip, fuperftition, the
“ fure fupport of priefterafr, took faft pof-
“ feffion of the people; and their confcien-
“ ces, aftions, and condud, in {pirituals
“ and temporals, were lodged in the breafts
* of their boufebold Bramins, and at their dif-
“ pofal; for every head of a family was
“obliged to have one of thofe ghoftly fa-
* thers at his elbow, and in fa& the people
*“became in general mere machines, ac«
“tuated and moved, as either the good

Part 11. C “or
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« or-evil intentions of their houfehold tyrane
< dictated.

“ The Augbtorrab Bbade Shaftab, has been
¢ invariably followed by the Gentoss inha-
“ biting from the mouth of the Ganges to
s the Indus, for the lalt three thoufand three
“ hundred and fixty fix years. This pre-
*« cifely fixes the commencement of the Gen-
« too" mythology, which, until the publication
¢ of that Bbade, had no exiftence amongft
¢ them : every Genmfoo of rank or wealth,
“ has a copy of this {cripture in his poflef~
“ fion ; under the care and infpection of
 his domeftic Bramin; who every day
“ reads and expounds a portion of it to the
“ family.

« Sixteen hundred and feventy nine years,

“ from the promulgation of the Aughtorrab
¢ Bhade Shaflab, the facred line of Bramab
“ became extin@, in the perfon of Swucca-
‘s dit, the lak Mababmabab Rajab ; (molt
« mighty King) he reigned over all Indo/~
“ tan, fixty years; his deccafe caufed a ge-
* neral lamentation amongft the people ; and
« from his death, a new Gentoo Epocka
% took place, called the ra of Succadst;
« and the prefent year (A, D. 1766) is the
P ki er
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¢ year of Succadit, fixteen hundred cighty
* {even.

“ The death of Succadit, became not
¢ only remarkable for a new Epocha of
“ time, but allo for another fignal event in
¢ the Gentoo annals; namely, a total revo-
“ lution of their government: the royal and
¢ facred line being extin&, the Vice-roys of
“¢ this extenfive empire (who had been for
“ fome years ftrengthening themfelves in
«¢ their refpetive governments, and prepar-
““ ing for this expected event) on the demife
“ of Succadit, fet up a claim of indepen-
“ dency, tothe lands over which they had
“ ruled under the emperor : they all affumed
“ the title of Rajab, a diftinétion which,
*“ before this memorable period, had been
*“ only given to four or five of the firlt of-
¢ ficers of the ftate; who allo generally
“ filled the chicf governments of the empire,
“ ——Confufion followed——Thofe com-
““ manders who found themfelves invefled
“ with greater force and power, attacked,
* conquered, and joined to their govern-
““ ments, the territorics of thofe who 1
‘« contiguous to them; whillt others who
“ lay more diftant preferved their indepen-
““ dency: and thus the empire was divided
“into as many kingdoms, as there h.d

C2 “¢ been
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¢« been Vice-roythips and Governments.—
¢ Between thefe Rajahs, there fubfifted a
¢ continual warfare.—From an empire thus
¢ divided againft itfelf, what could be ex-
« pected, but that which, in a few centuries,
« confequently and naturally followed.

« For the fimple and intelligible tenets
« and religious duties, enjoined by the Char~
« tah Bhade, being thus abforbed and loft,
« in the attention and adherence, paid to
« the extravagant, abfurd, and unintelligible
« non-effentials of worfhip, inftitated by
“ the Aughtorrab Bbade ; laid the founda-
¢ tion of the miferies, with which in foc-
¢ ceeding times, Indoffan was vifited ; and
«t the merciful intention of God, for the
« redemption of the delinquent angels, (def-
« tined to inhabit this part of the earthly
« globe) was rendered fruitles.—The holy
« Tribe of Bramins, who were chofen and
¢ appointed by Bramab himfelf, to preach
« the word ¢f God, and labor the falvation
« of the delinquents ; in procefs of time loft
« fight of their divine original, and in it's
¢ place fubftituted new and ftrange doctrines;
« that had no tendency, but to the eftablifh-
% ing their own power: the people hearken-
“ed unto them, and their minds were
¢ fubdued and enflaved ; their ancient mili-

q_ ‘l’ta_rr
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w nius, and fpirit of liberty was de-
L Eﬂaﬁd 3 dii’curdp and diiTent!iron arofe
« amongft the rulers of the land, and the
« ftate grew ripe for falling at the firft con-
« yulfion ; and in the ¢nd fuffered an utter
¢ fubverfion, under the yoke of Mabom-
“ meden tyranny ; as a jult punifhment in-
¢« flicted on them by God, for their neglect
““ of his laws, commands and promifes,

“ promulged to them, by his great and fa- =

*« vored angel Bramab, in the Cbartab Bbade
« Shaflah.”

_‘The foregoing detail, contains the ge-
nuine conceptions and belief, which the
Bramins themfelves entertain of the anti-
quity of their {criptures, and of the two re-
markable innovations they have undergone ;
particulars which we have had repeatedly
confirmed to us, in various cogferences with
many of the moft learned and ingenuous,
amongft the laity of the Koyt *, and other
Cafts, who are often better verfed in the
do&rines of their Shaflab than the common
run of the Bramins themfclves.

We hope it will not be difpleafing to our
readers, if from the foregoing recital, we
reduce into a narrow compafs, and into one

® The tribe of Writers.
C 3 view,
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view, the ftedfaft faith of the Genrgos
Touching the antiquity of their feriptures;
(the point now only under our confidera-
tion) it appears therefore that they date the
birth of the tencts and dotrines of the
Sbaflab, from the expulfion of the angelic
beings from the heavenly regions; that
thofe tenets were reduced into a written
body of laws, four thoufand eight hundred
and fixty-fix years ago, and then by God's
permifiion were promulged and preached to
the inhabitants of Indsfflan. = That thefe ori-
ginal feriptures underwent a remarkable
change or innovation a thoufand years after
the miffion of their Prophet and Law-giver
Bramah, in the publication of the CE:ME
Bbade Shaff1h ; and that three thoufand three
hundred and fixty-fix years paft, thefe ori-
ginal feriptares fuffered a fecond and laft
change or innovation, in the publication of
the A ghtorrak Bhaile Shaftah ; which oc-
cifioned the firft and only fchifm amongft
the Gentass, that fubfifts to this day, namely
between the followers of the Aughtorrab

Bhade Staflab; and the followers of the
F‘;:‘dam.

“Without repofing an implicit confidence
in the relations the Bramins give of the
antiquity of their feriptures; we will with

our
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our readers indulgence, humbly offer a
few conjeCtures that have fwayed us into a
belief and conclufion, that the original tenets
of Bramab are moft ancient; that they are
truly original, and not copied from any
fyftem of theology, that has ever been pro-
mulged to, or obtraded upon the belicf of
mankind : what weight our conjeftures may
have with the curious, or how far it may
rather appear in the profecution of our work,
that ' other: theological fyftems have been
framed from this, we readily fubmit to thofe,
whofe genius, learning and cdpacity in re-
fearches of this kind, are much fuperior to .,
our own,

It has been without referve afferted, that
the Genteos received their dollrines and
worthip, from the Perfies or Egyptians;
but without (as we conceive) any degree of
probability, or grounds, for the foundation
of this opinion: reafon and fats, feeming
to us, to be on the fide of the very contrary
opinion. p :

That there was a very early communica-
tion between the empires of Perfia, Egypt
and Indofian, is beyond controverfy; the
former lay contiguous to Indofian; and al-
though Egyps lay more remote fromit, there

C 4 il
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ftill was an eafly paffage open between them,
by the navigation from the Red-fea, to the
Indus: therefore it will appear no ftrained
conclufion, if we fay ; itismoft likelythere had
been frequent intercourfe between the learned
Magi of both thofe nations, and the Bramins,
long before the laft mentioned fages were
vifited by Zorsaffer and Pythagoras.

It is neceflary to remark that the Bramins
did not, indeed could not, feek this inter-
courfe, for the principles of their religion
forbad their travelling, or mixing with other
nations; buc fo famed were they in the
earlieft known times for the purity of their
manners, and the fublimity of their wifdom
and do&ripes, that their converfe was foughe
after, and folicited univerfally by the phi-
lofophers, and fearchers after wifdom and
truth. ‘For this character of them, we have
the concurring teflimapy of all antiquity.,

At what period of time, Jadiffan was
vifited by Zoroafler and Pythagoras, is not
clearly determined by the fearned 5 we will
fuppofe it, with the generality of writers,
to have been about the time of Romulus.—
That thefe fages travelled, not to infiruél,
but, to be infrused; is a fa@ that may be
determined with more precifion ; as well

a5,
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as, that they were not in Jndsffan together.—
As they both made a long refidence with the
Bramins North Weft of the Ganges (for the
name of Zardburf?, and Pythagore retain a
place in the Gentoo annals * as travellers in
4 fearch of wifdom™)it is reafonable to con-
clude they might in fome degree be inftructed
in the Sanfcrit Charaéfer, and confequently,
in the doctrines and worlhip inftituted bythe
Chatab and Aughtorrab Bbades,

It is worthy notice that the Metempfchofis
as well as the three grand principles taught
in the greater Eleufinian myfierics ; namely,
the unity of the godbead, bis general provi-
dence over all creation, and a future flate of
rewards and punifbments ; were fundamental
doctrines of Bramab's Chartab Bhade Shaf-
tah, and were preached by the Bramins,
from time immemorial to this day, through-
out Indoflan : not as myfteries, but as reli=
gious tenets, publicly known and received;
by every Gentoo, of the meaneft capacity 3
this is a truth, which, we conceive, was un-
known to the learned inveftigator of the
Eleufinian myfteries; or it is probable he
would, with more caution, have afferted,
that the Eaftern nations reccived their doc-
trines from the Egyptians.

.ﬂlthnugh
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Although the Polytheilm of the Gentens
had its ongin from the firft promulgation of
the Chatab Bbade Shafiab, and their Mytho.
logy from the publication of the Adughtorrab
Bbade ; yct the above mentioned theological
dogma’s remained inviolable and unchanged ¢
and as thefe, with the firm perfuafion of the
pre-exiftent ftate of the fpirit, or foul, have
ever been, and flill are, the very bafis of all
the Gentoo worthip; it appears to us moft
probable, (from the early communication
before remarked, and the redfons before
given) that the Fgyptians borrowed thefe
. tenets from the Bramins.

That Pythagoras took the dofrine of
- the Metempfychofis, from the Bramins, is
not difputed; yet futare times erroneoufly
fliled it Pythagorean; an egregious miftake,
which could proceed only from ignorance of
its original, : ' 3

. Whatever ‘may have been the period,
that Ind-flam was vifited by the two travell-
ing Sages abovementioned ; it is acknow-
ledged that Pyrbagoras undertook that jour-
ney, fome years later than Zorsafier ;-
when Pithageras Ieft India, be went into
Perfra, where he comwerfed with the Magi of
that country, and was inflructed in their

mylteries ;
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myfteries ; and is faid (with probability of
truth) to have held many confecences with
Zoroafler, on the do&rines of the Bramins.
They had both been initiated in all the myf-
teries, and learning, of the Egyptians; and
Pythagoras, in his fecond vifit to Egypt, be-
fore his return to Greece, probably repaid
the debt of wifdom he had received from
the Magi, by giving them new, and flronger
lights, into the theology, co/mogony and my-
thology of the Bramins, from their Cha-
tab, and Aughtorral Bhades. 4

The moral inftitutes, of Zoroafler, and
Pythagoras; inculcated and taught by the
one to the Perfians; and by the other, to
the Greeks ; truely bore the ftamp of divine!
but their {yftem of theology, furely that of
madnefs |—They had fo Jong, and intenlel
thought, and reafoned on the divine mature,
and the caufe of evil; that the portion of
divine nature they pofieffed, feemed utterly
impaired; and bewildered, as foon as they
began to form ‘their crade principles into a
[yftem ;—they appear to have preferved the
bafis and out-lines of Bramab's Skaftab, on
which (probably in conjunétion with the
Perfian and Egyptian Magi) they raifed an
acrial fuperftructure, wild und incompre-
henfible ! and labored to propagate an unin=
: telligible
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telligible jargon of divinity, which neither
themfelves, nor any mortal fince their time,

could explain, or reduce to the level of hu-
man underftanding.

How far, on a comparifon between the
modes of worthip, inftituted by the Chatab
and Aughtorrab Bbades, and thofe of the
antient Egvyptians, Grecks and Romans, it
may appear that thofe of the Bramins are
originals, and thofe of the latter copies only,
we fubmit to the enquiry of the learned into
thofe intricate ftudies, when in the courfe
of our work we exhibit to the reader fome
fpecimens of the Genteo Mythology, and an
account of their fafts and feftivals,

By the fundamental doGrines and laws
of the Gentoss, they cannot admit of profe-
Iytes or converts, to their faith or worfhip ;
nor receive them into the pale of their com-
munion, without the lofs of their Caft, or
Tribe; a difgrace, which every Gentas
would rather fuffer death than incur: and
although this religious prohibition, in its con-
fequences, reduced the people to a flavifh
dependence on their Bramins; yet it proved
the cement of their union as a nation ; which
to this day remains unmixed with any other
racc of people.—Thefe are circumfances

which,
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which, to the beft of our knowledge, re-
membrace, and reading; ‘peculiarly diftin-
guith the Gentoos, from all the nations of
the known world, and plead ftrongly in
favor of the great antiquity of this people,
as well as the originality of their feriptures.

Another confideration, to the fame pur-
pofe, claims our notice ; namely the perpe-
tuity of the Gentoo dorines, which through
a fucceffion of fo many ages, have f{ill re-
mained unchanged, in their fundamental
tenets ;—for although the Chatah and Augh-
torrab Bbades, enlarged the exteriors of their
worfhip, yet thefe derive their authority
and effence, in the bofom of every Geatoo,
from the Chartab Bhade of Bramak : and it
is no uncommon thing, for a Genfeo, upon
any point of confcience, or any important
emergency in his affairs or condu, to re-
je@ the decifion of the Chatah and Augh-
torrab Bbhades, and to procure, no matter
at what expence, the decifion of the Char-
tab Bbade, expounded from the Sanfiriz.

Enough has been faid, to fhew that the
genuine tenets of Bramab, are to be found
only in the Chartab Bliade ; and 2s all who
have wrote on this fubje&, have reccived
their information from crude, inconfiftent re-

ports,
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ports, chiefly taken from the Augbtorrab
Bbade, and the Fiedam ; it is no wonder that
the religion of the Gentoos, has been traduced,
by fome, as utrerly unintelligible; and by
otiiers, as monflrous, ablurd, and difgrace-
ful to humanity :——our defizn is to refeue
thefe ancient people, from thofe imputa-
tions; in order to which we fhall proceed,
without further introduion or preface, to
invefligate their original feriptures, as con-
tained in the Chartah Bbade ; at the clofe of
cach fection we fhall fubjoin, fuch remarks,
and explanations, as may appear to us necel~
fary and pertinent to our fubje@.

+ For the greater perfpicuity, we will pre-
fent to our readers the fundamental doctrines
of the Bramins, under five diftin& fections ;
as they are ranged in the firft book of this
Shaflab : viz,

I. Of God and his Attributes. :

1I. The creation of Angelic Beings.

HI. The Layfc of part of thofe Beings.

IV. Their Pupnithment. -

V. The mitigation of that Punifhment,
and their final Sentence,

SRl : SECT:
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« Of God and his Attributes.

« God is OnE *, — Creator of all that
« js.——God is like a perfedt fphere,
« withoutbeginning or end.—God rules
« and governs all creation by a general
« providence refulting from firft deter-
« mined and fixed principles.——Thou
¢ (halt not make enquiry into the ef-
« fence and nature of the exiftence of
« the ETERNAL ONE, nor, by what laws
¢ he governs.—An enquiry into either;
¢ s yain, and criminal.—TIt is enough,
« that day by day, and night by night,
« thou feeft in his works; his wifdom,
« power, and his mercy. —— Benefit
« thereby.”

; ® Etbummefba, litterally, “the onme that ever was;
which we tranflate, the efernal ome. : ]

RemMARKES.

HE foregoing fimple and fublime de-
fcription of the Supreme Being, confti=

tutes the firlt chapter, or fe&ion of the Sha/~
tah.——The Bramins of the Aughtorrab
Bhade teach, that there originally exifted a
6 chapter
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chapter of the Skaflab, which explained and
folely treated of the divine nature and ef-
fence; but that it was {oon irrecoverably
loft, and never tranfmitted to pofterity by
Bramab, who fore it out of his Chartah

Bbade.

Baldeus, who refided thirty years on the
IBand of Ceylom, and has given a laborious
tranflation of the Fiedam; recites a fimilar
anccdote from thofe friptures, and fays,
““ that the loft part treated of God, and the
“ origin of the univerfe, or vifible worlds,
“the lofs of which is highly lamented by
¢ the Bramins.”—In which this author feems
to have plunged into a double error; firft,
in alleging the part loft, treated of the origin
of the univerfe; whereas both the #7edam,
and Skaflab, are elaborate on the fubjeét ;
and fix not only the period of its creation,
but alfo its precife age, and term of duration,
(as we fhall thew hereafter) ; confequently
and fecondly, they could not properly be faid
to lament a lofs they never fuftained,——
But in truth, the whole of this matter is al-
legorical, a circumftance, which Baldews, it
feems, never adverted to.

In various difcourfes we have had, with
fome learned Bramins, on the above cited

peflage
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paffage of the Aughtorrab Bhade, they were

all unanimous in their fenfe and interpreta-
tion of it : namely, that to man was given for
the exercife of his reafon, and virtue, the con-
templatignofthevifiblewonders of the creation;
but, that the ETERNAL oNE had precluded
all enquiry into his origin, nature and effence,
and the laws by which he governs; as fub-
jeGtsiinexplicable to, and beyond the limited

wers of created beings; therefore it is
emphatically faid, that Bramab tore out that
part, implying the prohibition of fuch en~
q uiries, as ufelefs and prefumptuous,

Had one tythe of the time and trouble,
which the juft mentioned ecclefiaftic befiow-
ed in rendering a literal tranflation of the
Viedam, been employed in attempting an
explanation of its myfteries ; his labors might
have proved worthy the attention of the
learned ; whereas, by contenting himfelf with
a bare verfion, without aiming at the inter-
pretation of the allegorical parts of thofe
fcriptures, his toils, which moft have been
great and intenfe, have only produced 2 mon-
{fter, that fhocks reafon and probability.—
Theyare mif-reprefentations like thefe, which
we have lamented in the preliminary dif~
courfe, to the firft part of this our work,
as injurious to human nature; various and

Part II. D
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enormous are the miftakes, which this an-
thor has fallen into from the above caufe,
through the whole of his voluminous work,
which might be proved -in ‘a multitade of
inftances; but ope fhall fuffice as a fpecimen
of the whole, which nothing but lﬁ mif-
taken zeal c-f a chriftian divine can excule.

- ¢ TheFiedam (according to Baldeus) gives
“ the fame place and power to Birmab or
“ Bramab (for he erroncoufly makes'thefe
** names fynonimous) as the Shaflab does;
“ and as the Mallabars acknowledge Bramak
“to be the fon of God, and fupreme go-
“ vernor of angels; nay even aferibe to him
*“ 3 human form: o it 55 evident, that thefe
“ attributes, muft bave their origin from
“ swhat fbf_}r bave beard, though perbaps con-

“ fufedly, of Fefus Chrift the jﬂu #Gpd."

SECT.
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SR GV
« The Greation of Angelic Beings.

# The ETERNAL oNE, abforbed in the
* contemplation of his ownexiftence ; in
¢ the fullnefs of time, refolved to par-
“ ticipate his glory and effence with
‘ beings capable of feeling, and fharing
““ his beatitude, and of adminiftering
¢¢ to his glory.~—Thefebeings then were
“ not—The ETERNAL oNE willed.—
““ And they were, — He formed them
“ in part of his own eflence ; capable
“ of perfection, but with the powers
“ of imperfection ; both depending on
“ theirvoluntary clection.—The ETER-
““ NAL oNE firlt created Birmab, Bifinos,
“ and Sieb ; then Moifafoor, and all the
“ Debtah-Logue *—~——The eternal one
*“ gave pre-eminence to Birmab, Bifi-
* mo0 and Sieb.——~He appointed Bir-
““ mab,” Prince of the Debtaj-Logue,
‘¢ and put the Debtab under fubjetion
“to him ; he alfo conftituted him his
““ vicegerent in heaven, and Biffngo and
““ Siek, were eftablithed his co-adjutors.
* Debtab, angels; Logur, a peopls, multitude, or
congregation ;- Debtah- Logue, the angelic hoft,

D2 * —The
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« __The ETERNAL ONE divided the
s« Debtab into different bands, and ranks,
« and placed a leader or chief over
¢ each.—Thefe worfhipped round the
« throne of the efernal one according to
«« their degree, and harmopy was in
 heaven. Muifafeor, chief of the
« firft angelic band, led the celeftial
« fong of praile and adoration to the
« Creator, and the fong of cbedience
s to Birmah his firft created.—And the
« Eternal One rejoiced in his new crea-
* tion.”

REMAREES

M&NKIND in general of every de-
nomination, and religious profeffion,
have fubfcribed to the opinion of the ex-
‘ftence of angelic beings; and have each
formed their crude, peculiar, and imaginary
conceptions of their origin and deftination.
—Crude and imaginary indeed ! muikt be the
beft human conftruction, on fo marvellous
a f{ubject.—The fimple, rational, and fub-
lime caufe, afligned by Bramab, for this att
of creation; is moft worthya great and benign
being, and conveys a flriking and interefting
impreion, not only of his power, but of
his benevolence.

Bramak, in the opening of this fection,
feems to place the eternal ene, in the fituation
of
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of an abfolute, good, and powerful monarch,
without fibjeéls ; which in faé is being no
monarch at all: for however happy, or
blefled fuch a being may be, in the contem-
plation of his own fole exiftence and almighty
power ; yet he cannot (fay the Bramins) be
completely fo, without partakers in his glory
and beatitude; who {hould alfo, be conftious
of the fenure of their own exiftence, as well
as of the power, and benevolent intentions
of their creator, and worfhip him, accord-

ingly.

But a blind and neceffary obedience and
worthip, from any new creation of rational
beings, (which muft have followed had they
been created perfet) would have fallen fhort
of their Creator’s purpole ; therefore Bramab
fays, the eternal one, formed them ¢ capable
«"of perfeciion, but with the powers of im-
« perfetion ;" without fubjecting them to
either, that their adoration and obedience
{hould be the refult of their own free-will
the worfhip alone worthy his acceptance.

From the dotrine contained in this {ection
it appears, that the powers of perfection and
imperfection, (or in other words the powers
of goed and evil) were coeval in the forma-
tion of the firft created beings: The

D3 Branins
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Bramins in their paraphrafe on this chapter,
reconcile the fuppofed incompatibility of thé
exiftence of moral evil, confiftently with
the juftice, power, and goodnefs of the éﬁ:-'
preme being, by alleging, « that as the Debtab
were inveited with the abfolute powers of
perfeition, their lapfe from that ftate, cannot
impeach either the power, juftice, or good-
nefs of the ETERNAL onE; whole motives for
their creation were benevolent; and the duty
enjoined them light and eafy.—To chaunt
forth for ever, the praifes of their creafor
To blefs him for their creation, and to
acknowledge, and be obedient to Birmab,
and his two coadjutors Biffnoo and Sieb.”

Human penal laws, which have their ex-
iftence in every well regulated government of
the world ; always pre-fuppofe that the indi-
viduals fubjeéted to thofe laws, are invefted
with full powers and capacity of paying
obedience to them; otherwile, their impo-=
fition becomes an act of tyranny; but the
premifes granted, then the breach and vio-
lation of them is criminal, and juftly pu-
nithable, without an imputation of injuftice
in the inftitutor, Shall man then appear
ferupuloufly cautionsin his inftitutes and laws,
not to offend againft reafon and juftice, and

: y sy ’ yet
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yet dare to doubt of, or arraign the juftice
of his Creator?

Whence the origin, and exiftence of
moral evil? Is a queftion that has puzzled,
and exercifed the imagination, and under-
ftanding of the learned and fpeculative in all
ages.——We confefs we have hitherto met
with no folution of this interefting enquiry,
fo fatisfactory, conclufive, and rational as
flows from the do&rine before ug.——Au-
thors have been driven to very ftrange con-
clufions on this fubje®, nay fome have
thought it neceffary to form an apology in
defence of their Creator, for the admiffibn
of moral evil into the world; and affert,
« That God was neceffitated to admit moral
evil in created beings, from the nature of the
materials he had to work with ; that God
would have made all things perfe&, but that
there was in matter an evil bias, repugnant
to his benevelence, which drew another
way; whence arofe all manner of evils:” -
and that, ‘ therefore, * To endue created
beings with perfeion ; that is to prodece
good exclufive of evil, is one of thofe im-
poffibilities, which even infinite power
cannot accomplith.”  And confequently that
from this apologetical caufe only, * The
wickednefs and miferies of God’s creatures

D4 can
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can be fairly reconciled, with his infinite
power and gocdnefs,”

Interefting as this fubje@ is, and muft be,
to every thinking being, our beft conceptions
of it, muft fall far fhort of certainty ; it ia
however furely encumbent on us to adopt
fuch fentiments (more efpecially when we
refolve to broach them to the world) as will
appear moft worthy infinite power and in-
finite goodnefs. How far this confidera-
tion has been regarded in the reveries cited
in the preceding paragraph, we fubmit to
our readers; in our own conceptions we
cannot help faying thofe authors appear to
us to have left the argument in a much
worfe ftate than they found it; and in place
of 2 rational 2pology for their Creator, feem
the rather tacitly to impeach his power, in
the firft and greateft of his attributes ; his
power of creation :—For God is not only
the creator of angels and men; but creator
of matter allo; and could have made thar
perfect, had he fo willed. ——Whether God
could endue created beings with perfection,
or produce good exclufive of evil, we conceive
is not the queftion; (although a doubt of it
15 highly prefumptuous, if not impious) but
the quzre is whether God could create a
race of beings, endued with the powers of

abfolute
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abfilute free agency;—on the certainty of
which pofition, the poffibility of Jfin in
created beings abfolutely, and neceflarily
depends.

How much more rational and fublime the
text of Bramab, which {uppofes the Deity’s
voluntary creation, or permiffion of evil ;
for the exaltation of a race of beings, whofe
goodnefs as free agents could not have ex-
ifted without being endued with the con-
tralted, or oppofite powers of doing evil,

SECT.
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S B CYIL ML
s« Tke Lapfe of Part of the Angelic Bands,

¢ From the creation of the Debtab
“¢ Logue, joy and harmony encompaffed
« the throne of the eternal eme, for
“ the fpace of Huzaar par Hazaar
“ Munnuntur *; and would have con-
“ tinued tothe end of time,had not envy
“ and jealoufy took poffeffion of Moifa-
¢ foor, and other leaders of the angelic
“ bands ; amongft whom was Rbaabon,
“ the next in dignity to Moifafoor ;—
“ they, unmindful of the blefling of
< their creation, and the duties enjoined
¢ them, reject the powers of perfeétion,
* which the eternal onE had gracioufly
“ beflowed upon them, exerted their
*« powers of imperfedtion, and did evil
“ in the fight of the eternal one.--They
¢ withheld their obedience from him,
“ and denied fubmiffion to his wice-

* A phrafe often made ufe of in the Shafab to ex-
prefs infinite extenfion or duration of time; the word
Mummntrer in it's abfolure and literal fenfe will be fub-
fequently explained ; the word Hazsar, literally fig-
pifics a thouland ; Hazaar par Hazaar, thoufands
upen thoulands.

L gerent,
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« gerent, and his coadjutors, Biftnoo,
« and Sieb, and faid to themf(elves—
«« We will role!l—And fearlefs of the
¢« omnipotence, and anger of their Crea-
« tor, they fpread their evil imagina-
«¢ tions amongft the angelic hoft, de-
« ceived them, and drew a large portion
« of them from their allegiance.—And
«« there was a feparation from the throne
¢ ofthe cternalonE.—Sorrow feizedthe
« faithful angelic fpirits, and anguifh
<« was pow firft known in heaven.”

SECT.
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S.E G T IV,
< The Punifbment of the Delinguent Debtab.

. The eternal one, whofe omnifcience,
¢ prefcience and influence, extended to
« all things, except the ations of
“ beings, which he had created free;
« beheld with grief and anger, the de-
“ fe&tion of Moifafoer, Rbaabon, and
< the other angelic leaders and {pirits.—
<« Merciful in his wrath, he fent Bir-
 mab, Biffnoo and Sich, to admonith
‘¢ them of their crime, and to perfwade
“ them to return to their duty ;—
“ but they exulting in the imagination
“« of their independence, continued in
« difobedience.—The eternal one then
 commanded 574 *, to go armed with
¢ his omnipotence, to drive them from
“ the Mabab Surgoe +, and plunge
““them into the Onderab f, there

* Why 8ieb was fent on this command has been
already explained in our introdudtion.

+ Supreme heaven, litterally the great eminence, from
Mabab, great; and Surgs, high; eminent in a local
fenfe, the firmament being commonly diftinguifhed,
by the Gentoss, by the name of Surgs.

t Onder, dark; Onderab, intenfe darkuefs.

¢ doomed
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¢ doomedtofuffer unceafing forrows, for
«« Hazaar par Hazaar Munnunturs %

s Tn this place the expreflinn (which we have ex=
plained ina preceding note) means everlafling.

REMARKS.

T H AT there was a defe@ion or rebel-
lion in heaven, the records of antiquity,
{acred and prophane, bear allufive teftimony
of ;—we will not aver, that this opinion
took its rife from the do€trines of the Bra-
mins, though it is moft probable it did; be
this as it may, we cannot help concluding,
that the conceptions conveyed by the Shaf-
tah, of this extraordinary event, aré more
confiftent with, and do greater honor to the
dignity of an omnipotent Being, than thofe
Banded down to us in fables of the Sages,
Poets and Philofophers of Egypt, Greece and
Rome.——From thefe our Milton copied,
with extravagance of genius and invention.—
They all, without exception, unworthily im-
peach God’s omnipotence by the powers of
contention given to the apoftate angels, to
oppole their Creator in arms and battle; and
ajthough facred writ - {cems to countenance
this warfare in heaven, it can only allude
to the act of expulfion of the delinquents,
as any other interpretation would lefflen om~
nipotence.
4+ Revelations, chap. xii. veT. 7+

The
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The Skaflak opens this fection by denying
the prefcience of God touching the acions
of free agents; the Bramins defend . this
dogma by alleging, his prefcience in this
caﬂfg, is utterly repugnant and contradiftory

to the very natare and eflence of fiee agency,
which on fuch terms could not have exifted,

d SECT.
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« The Mitigation of the Punifbment of the
“¢ delinquent Debtab, and their final fen-

€& femce,

« The rebellious Debtab groaned under
« the difpleafure of their Creator in
e'the Onderab, for the fpace of ome
« Munmuntur ; during which period,
s Birmab, Bifinso and Sieh, and the
« reft of the faithful Debtab, never
« ceafed imploring the eternal oNE, for
«¢ their pardon and reftoration.
« The eternal oNE, by their interceffion
« at length relented,—and although he
« could not forefee the effe® of his
« mercy on the future conduct of the
“ delinquents: yet unwilling to relin-
« quifh the hopes of their repentance,
« he declared his will. That they
¢ {hould be releafed from the Onderab,
<« and be placed in fuch a flate of
« tryal and probation, that they fhall
« {lill have power, to work out their
« own falvation. The eternal oNE then
¢« promulged his gracious intentions,
« and delegating the power and govern-
« ment of the Mabab Surgo, to Birmah;

“ he
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“¢ he retired into bim/elf, and became in-
* ¢ vifible to zll the angelic hoft, for the
“ fpace of five thoufand years——At
“ the end of this period he manifefted
¢ himielf again, refumed the throne of
“ light, andappeared in his glory.—And
“ the faithful angelic bands, celebrated
“ his return in fongs of gladnefs.

“ When all was hufhed |—the eter-
“ nal onE faid, let the Dunnecaboudah ® of
“ the fifteen Boboons 4+ of purgation and
« purification appear, for the refidence
“ of the rebellious Debtab.— And it
“ inftantly appeared.

“ And tbe eternal oxk faid, let Bifi-
“ nao I, armed with my power, defcend
** to the newcreation of the Dunneabou-
¢ dab, and releafe the rebellious Debrab
‘ from the Onderagh, and place them
‘¢ in the lowelt of the fificen Bofoons.

*¢ Biftngo ftood before the throne and
< faid, Eternal one, I have done as
“ thou halt commanded, And all

* Dosnzab, or dunmeak, the world, Dusnechoudab,
the worlds, or the univerfe.
~ t Beboons, regions or planets.

1 Why Bijtnas was fent on this fervice we have al-
ready explained in our introdudion.

“ the
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*¢ the faithful angelic hoft, ftood with
¢« aftonithment, and beheld the won-

¢ ders, and fplendor of the fiew creation
s¢ of the Dunneaboudab.

«¢ And the Eternal onE fpake again
¢« unto Biffwoe and faid— I will form
“ ppdies for each of the delinquent
«¢ Debtab, which fhall fer a fpace be
«t their prifon and habitation ; in the
«¢ confines of which, they. fhall be fub-
“ je@t to natural evils; in proportion
“ to the degree of their original guilt.—
« Do thou go, and command them to
¢ hold themfelves prepared to enter
* therein, and they fhall obey thee.

« And Biftnoo ftood again before the
¢ throne, and bowed and faid, Eterpal
¢ ong, thy commands are fulfilled. —

«¢ And the faithful angelic hoft," ftood

“¢ again aftonithed, at the wonders
«¢ they heard, and fung forth the praife
¢ and mercy of the Eternal oNE,

«« When all was huthed ! the Eternal
« oxe faid again unto Biffnoe, Thebodies
“ whigh I' will prepare for the recep-
¢ tion of the rebellious Debrab, fhall
“¢ be fubject to change, decay, death,

Part I1, E “ and
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< and rencwal, from the principles
« wherewith L fhall form them; and
« through thefe mortal bodies, thall the
«¢ delinquent Debrab undergo alternately
i eighty feven changes, or zranfmigra-
«< fions ; fubje@ mare or lefs, to the
« confequences of natural and moral
« egil, in a jult proportion to the de-
e gree gf their original guilt, and as
« their a&ions through thofe fucceffive
« forms, fhall correfpond with the li-
« mited powers which I fhall annex
« to each;—and this fhall be their
« ftate of punifbment and purgation.

« And it fhall be,—That when the
e rebellious Debtab fhall have accom-
« plithed and pafed through the eighty
“ {even tranfmigrations—they {hall from
« my abundant favor, animate a new
e form, and thou Bifn¥ fhalt call it
«« Gro1J ¥ -

c¢ And it fhall be,—That when the

« mortal body of the Ghoy fhall by a
« patural decay, become inanimate, the

+ < delinquent Debrab fhall, from my
s more abundant favor, a.nimatc the

® Ghoij, the cow; Gheijal, cows; Gaijelbarry, 2
cow-houfe,
-« form
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“ form of MuuRrD *,—and in this form
*¢ T will enlarge their iptelle€tual powers,
* even as when I firft created them frees
¢ and in this form fhall be their chief
< ftate of their trial and probation.

< The Ghoij fhall be by the delin-
“ quent Debtab, deemed facred and
« holy, for it thall yield them a new
¢ and more dele@able food, and eafe
“ them of part of the labor, to which
“1 have doomed them.—And they
*¢ {hall not eat of the Glyuij, nor of the
“ flefh of any of the mortal bodies,
*¢ which I thall prepare for their habita-
‘¢ tion, whether it creepeth on Murts, or
* {fwimmeth in Jfboale 4, or flyeth in
* Quftmaan }, for their food fhall be
“ the mslk of the Ghoij, and the fruits
“ of Murta. '

“ The mortal forms wherewith I
“¢ fhall encompafs the delinquent Dej-
“ tab are the work of my hand, they
“ fhall not be deftroyed, but left to
*¢ their natural decay; therefore which
*“ foever of the Debtab, fhall by de-

* Mburd, the common nate of mar, from Murts,
matter, or earths

+ Fhaale, water, fuid. 1 The air.
E 2 “ figned
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* figned violence bring about the dif-
¢ folution of the mortal forms, ani-
“ mated by their delinquent brethren,
« —Thou Sieh, fhalt plunge the of-
* fending {pirit into the Onderab, for
“a fpace, and he fhall be doomed to
“pafs again the eighty-nine tran{mi-
¢ grations, whatfoever ftage he may
“ be arriveds to, at the time of fuch
¢t his offence. —But whofoever of the
** delinquent Debtab, fhall dare to_free
¢ bimfelf by violence, from the mortal
* form, wherewith 1 fhall inclofe him,
« —Thou Sieb (halt plunge him into
*¢ the Onderab for ever.——He fhall
“ not again have the benefit of the
* fifteen Boboons of purgation, proba-
* tion, and purification,

« And I will diftinguith by tribes and

“¢ kinds, the mortal bodies which I have
* deftived for the punithment of the
* delinquent Debtah, and to thefebodies
“1 will give different forms, qualities
* and faculties, and they fhall ansze and
¢ propagate cach other in their tribe
“and kind, according to a patural
“impulfe which I will implant in
* them; and from this natural union,
*“ there fhall procecd a fuccefion of
‘¢ forms ;
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¢t forms; cach in his kind and tribe,
« that the progreffive tranfmigrations of
s« the delinquent {pirits, may not ceafe.

¢« But whofoever of the delinquent
« Debtab (hall unite with any form out
< of his own tribe and kind; thou
¢« Steb {halt plunge the offending fpirit
«into the Onderab, for a fpace, and
< he fhall be doomed to pafs through
« the eighty-nine tran{migrations, at
« whatfoever ftage he may be arrived,
<t at the time he committed {uch of-
< fence.

« And if any of the delinquent
<¢ Debtab (hall (contrary to the natural
¢ impulfe which 1 fhall implant in the
«¢ forms which they fhall ammate] dare
“ to wmife in fuch unnatural wife, as
«'may fraftrate” the increafe of his
<¢ tribe and kind; thou Sied thale E:-Iungc
“ them into the Onderab for ever.—
 And they fhall not again be entitled
“ to the benefit of the fifteen Boboons
“ of purgation, probation and purifi-
¢ cation.

¢ The delinquent and unhappy Del-
* tab, fhall yet have it in their power,
E 3 7] to
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“to leflen and foften their pains and
* punifhment, by the {weet intercourfe
“ of focial compaéts ; and if they love
“ and cherith one another, and do mu-
¢ tual good offices, and affift and en-
* courage each other in the work of
* repentance for their crime of difobe-
“dience; I will ftrengthen  their
*¢ good intentions, and they fhall find
*¢ favor.——Bat if they perfecute one
¢ another, I will comfort the perfecuted,
“ and the perfecutors thall never enter
“¢ the ninth- Bofoon, even the firfl Bo-
*¥ boon of purification, .

¢ And it fhall be,—That if the DeA-
“tab benchit themfelves of my . favor
““in their cighty-ninth tranfmigration
', * of Mburd, by repentance and good
* works, thou Biffsoe fhalt receive
*“ them into thy Bofom and convey them
¢ to the lecond Boboen of punifhment
““and purgation, and in this wife thalt
“ thou do, until they have paffed pro-
# greflively the eight Bobosns of punifh-
*“ ment, purgation, and probation, 'when
¢ their punithment fhall ceafe, and thoa
# (halt convey them to therinth ; even
¥ the firlt Boboon of purification. 3
- ¢ Bug
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¢ Bat it fhall be,—That if the re-
¢ bellious Debtab, do not benefit of
“ my favor in the eighty-ninth tran{-
 migration of Mburd, according to
« the powers, wherewith I will inveft
« them ;—Thou S7ed, thalt returnthem
“ for a fpace into the Onderab, and
 from thence after a time which I
« fhall appoint, Biftnoo fhall replace
% them in the lowelt Boboon of punith~
‘e ment and purgation for a fecond
“ trial ;—and in this wife fhall they
« fuffer, until by their repentance and
« perfeverance in good works, duriag
¢ their cighty-ninth mortal tranfmigra-
¢ tion of Mburd, they fhall attain the
“ ninth Boboon, even the firlt of the
* feven Boboons of purification.—For it
¢ is decreed that the rebellious Debrab
“ fhall not enter the Mababh Surgo,
“¢ nor behold my face, until they have
« pafled the eight Bobosns of punifh-
“ ment, and the feven Bobeons of pu-
* rification,

“ When the angelic faithful hoft, -
<¢ heard all that the Eternal one had
« fpoken, and decreed, concerning the
“ rebellious Debtab; they fung forth
* his praife, his power, and juftice.

E 4 “ When
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« When all was hufhed | the Eternal
“ one faid to the angelic hoft, T will
*“ extend .my grace to-the rebellious
“ D#btab, for a certain {pace, which I
« will divide into four Yogues # —1In the
« firft of the four Fogues, 1 will, that
““ the term of their probation in the
“ eighty ninthtran{migration of Mburd,
“ fhall extend to 100,000 years—in
¢ the fecond of the four Jogues, their
“term of their probation in Mburd,
¢¢ fhall be abridged to 10,000 years—
“in the third of the four ogues, it
“ fhall be yet abridged to 1000 years
“—and in the fourth Yegue to one
*“ 100 years only.—And the angelic
¢ hoft, celebrated in fhouts of joy, the
“ mercy and forbearance of God.

“ When all was hufhed ! the Eter-
* naloNE (aid, It {hall be,—That when
¢ the fpace of time, which 1 have
¢ decreed for the duration of the Dyn-
“ neaboudab, and the fpace which my
‘+ mercy has allotted for the probation
“ of the fallen Debtab, fhall be ace
¢ complithed, by the revolutions of the
* four fogues,~in that day, fhould
¥ there be any of them who remaining

¥ Jogues, ages, precife periods of time.
A ¢ reprobate,
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s« reprobate, have not pafled the eighth
¢ Boboon of punifhment and probation,

« and have not entered the ninth Bo- .

«¢ foon, even the fielt Boboon of purifi-
¢¢ cation;—thou Sieb (halt, armed with
* my power, caft them iato the Onde-
¢ rabh for ever.— And thou fhalt then
* deftroy the eight Boloons of punith-
« ment, purgation and probation, and
¢ they fhall be no more.—And thou
“ Biffnoo {halt yet for a fpace preferve
‘¢ the feven Boboons of purification,
“ until the Debtab, who have benefited
“ of my grace and mercy, have by thee
“ been purified from their fin :——
¢ and in the day when that fhall be
¢ accomplithed, and they are reftored
“ to their ftate, and admitted to m
“ prefence,—thou Sied fhalt then de-
“ ftroy the feven Bobaons of purification,
“ and they fhall be no more,

« And the angelic faithful poft trem~
¢ bled at the power, and words of
¢ the Eternal oNE,

* ¢ The Eternal one, fpoke again and
# faid.—I have not withheld my mercy
¢ from Moifafoor, Rbabosn, and the
¢ reft of the leaders of the rebellious

¢ Debrab;
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“ Debtab ;——but as they thirfted for
“ power, I will enlarge their powers o
“« eutl, they {ha]lgchav: Enhcrtjr I.‘{
¢ pervade, and enter into the eight
*¢ Boboons of purgation and probation,
“and the delinquent Debrab, fhall be
“ expofed and open to the fame temp-
“¢ tations, that firft inftigated’ their re-
“ volt : but the exertion of thofe en-
¢ larged powers, which T will give to
¢ the rebellions leaders, fhall be 7o them,
“ the fource of aggravated guilt, and
““ punithment; and the refiftance made

* % to their temptations, by the perverted
~ “Debtab; (hall be fo me the great

"« proof, of the fincerity of their forrow

0t and repentance.

“ The Eternal one ceafed. — And
“ the faithful hoft fhouted forth fongs
“ of praife and adoration, mixed with
“ gref, and lamentation for the fate
““of their lapfed brethren.—~——They
“ communed amongft themfelves, and
“ with one voice by the mouth of
 Biftnoo, befought the Eternal ong, that
“ they might have permiffion to de-
“¢ feend occafionally o the efght Bo-
« boons of punifhment, and purgation,
Jtoafflome the form of Mburd, and

(L bj’
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“ by their prefence, council and ex-
‘*“ ample, guard the unhappy and per-
¢ verted . Dghtab, againft the further
** temptatiogs of Mouifafior, and the
« rebellious leaders.—The Eternal ong
¢ aflented, and the faithful heavenly
‘* bands, fhouted their fongs of glad-
*“ pefs and thank{Ziving.

¢ When all was hufhed ! the Eter-
* nal onk fpakeagainand faid,--Dothou
* Birmab, arrayed in my glory, and
* arpled with my power, defcend to
% the loweft Beboon of punithment and
‘¢ purgation, and make known to the
¢ rebellious Debtab, the words that I
“ have uttered, and the decrees which
¢ 1 have pronounced againft them, and
*“ fee they enter into the bodies, which
¢ I have prepared for them.

“ And Birmab ftood before the
“ throne, and faid, Eternal oxE [ have
*done as thou haft commanded.—
“ The delinquent Debtab rejoice in
“ thy mercy, confefs the juftice of thy
. ¢ decrees, avow their forrow and re—
* pentance, and have entered into the
““ mortal bodies which thon haft pre-
¥ pared for them,”
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REmMmargs,

»

TH E foregoing is almpft a litteral tranf-

lation from the Chartab Bhade of Bra-
mab; as we defpaired of reaching the fub-
lime ftile and di&®ion of the original ;—it
will not we hope be difpleafing to our rea-
der, if we affift- his memory and recollec-
tion by a recapitulation of the grodnd work
of thefe doftrines; prefented to him in one
conneéted view ; the more efpecially, as we
thall alfo be thereby the better “enabled to
form our neceffary explanatory remarks.

We have feen that the original divine in-
ftitutes of Bramub are fimple ard fublime,
comprehending the whole compafs of all
thatis; God, Angels, the vifible and invi-
fible worlds; man and beafts; and is com-
prized under the following articles of the
Gintoo creed.  'To wit—=

“ That there is one God, eternal, omni-
fic, emnipotent; dnd omnifcient, in all things
eXCepting a profisente of the futire actions
of frée agents.—That God from an impulfe of
divine love and goodnefs, firft created THREE
angelic perions to whom he gave précedence,
though not in equal degred——Thar he

afterwards
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afterwards from the fame impulfe created
an angelic hoft, whom he placed in fub-
je&tion to Birmab his firft created, and to
Bifinoo and Sieb, as coadjutors to Birmab—
That God created them all free, and intended
they fhould all be partakers of his glory and
beatitude, on the eafy conditions of their
acknowledging him their Creator, 20d paying
obedience to him, and to.the three primary.
created perfonages, whom he had put over
them.—That, in procefs of time, a large por-.
tion of the angelic hoft at the inftigation
of Maifafior and others of their chief lea-
ders,, rebelled and denyed the fupremacy of
their Creator, and refufed obedience to his
commands. That in confequence the rebels,
were excluded heavgn, and the fight of theiz
Creator, and doomed to languifh for everin
Sforrow and darknefs. That, after a, time,
by the interceflion of the three primary,
and the reft of the fajthful angelic beings,
God relented, and placed the delinquents.in,
a more {ufferable #ate of punithment and,
probation, with powcrs to gain their loft
happy fiteation.—7hat for that purpofe a
new creation of the vifible apd invifible
worlds inftantaneoufly took place, deftined
for the delinquents.—That the new creation
confifked of fiftcen regions, feven below,
and feven zbove this terruqueons globe, and
that
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that this zlobe and the feven tegions below
it are flages of punithment and purgation,
and the feven above flages of purification,
and confequently that this globe is the eighth,
laft and chief ftage of punithment, purgation
and trial. —That mortal bodies were prepared
by God, for the rebel angels, i which they
were for %fpﬂl‘:ﬂ to be imprifoned, and fub-
jet to natural and moral evils, more or lefs
painful in proportion to their original guilt,
and through awbich they were doomed to
tranfmigrate under eighty-nine  different
forms, the laft into that of man, when the
powers of the animating rebel fpirits, are
fuppofed to be enlarged equal to the fate
of their firft creation.—Thet under this form
God refts his chief expe@ations of their
repentance and reftoration, and if they fail,
and continue reprobate under this form, they
are returned to the loweft region, and fen-
tenced to go through the fame courfe of pu-
nithment, until they reach the ninth region,
or firft ftage of purificatio, where although
they ceafe from punithment, and gain re-
miffion and forgivene(s of their guilt of
rebellion; yet, they are not permitted to
enter heaven, nor behold their €reator, be-
fore they have paffed the feven regions of
purification.——T}as the rebel-leaders’ had
power given them by God, to enter the

4 eight
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eivht regions of punifbment and  probation,

aﬂtiﬁhﬁ ﬁitl:ﬂ'ul angelic fpirits, had per-
miffion occafionally to defcend to thofe re-

gions, to guard the delinquents againft the

fature attempts of their leaders,—.nd that,

confequently, the fouls, or {pirits which ani-

mate every mortal form, are delinquent

angels in a ftate of punithment, for a lapfe

from innocence, in a pre-exiflent {late.”

We will prefume to fay, that the difference
between the doétrines hitherto imputed, to
thefe ancient people, when compared with
the original tenets of the Chartab Bbade,
will now appear fo obvious to the learned
and curions reader, that a farther difcuffion
of this point, is we conceive needlefs, and
would in truth be a tacit refleCtion upon his
underftanding, —— Yet we are far from con-
demning the authors, who have treated on
this fubjeét ; they took their information from
the beft lights: they had ;—it is only to be
regretted, that in place of drinking at the’
fountain' head, they have fwallowed the
muddy fireams which flowed from the Cha-
taband Aughtorrab Bbades—The author on
his departdre from Benga! in the year 1750,
imagined himfelf well informed in the Gen-
too religion, his knowledge had been ac-
quired by converfatiods with the Bramins

of
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of thofe Bbades who were near, as little ags
quainted with the Chartab Bhade of Bra-
mab, as he was himfelf, and he had then
thoughts of obtruding his crude notions on
the public, had not a different neceflary ap-
plication of his time luckily prevented him.

When we perufe fome portions of Milton's
account of the rebellion and expulfion of the
angels, we are almoft led to imagine, on
comparifon, that Bramah and he were both
inftructed by the fame ipirit; had not the
foaring, ungovernable, inventive genius of
the latter, inftigated him to iluilrate his
poem with fcenes too grofs and ludicrous,
as well as manifeftly repugnant to, and in-
confiftent with, fentiments we ought to en-
tertain of an omnipotent Being (as before
remarked) in which we rather fear he was
infpired by one of thefe malignant fpirits
(alluded to in the Shaflab and elfewhere)
who have from their original defeétion, been
the declared enemies of God and Man.——
For however weare aftonifhed and admire the
fublimity of Milton’s genius, we can hardly
fometimes avoid concluding his conceits true-
ly diabolical.—But this by the by.—

Our readers are now poficfled for the firft
time of a faithful account of the Metenip-

2 JSyebafis
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Jychafis ‘of the Bramins—commonly called
the tranfmigration of fouls, a term hitherto
we believe little underflood, that this doc-
trine was originally peculiar to the Gentoos,
will not admit of doubt, although in after
times it was embraced by the Egyptian Magi,
and by fome fe@ts amongft the Chinefe and
Tartars——Pythageras, who favored this
dottrine, and was a convert to it, labored
to introduce it amongft his country-men the
Greeks, but failed in the attempt.” He fuc-
ceeded better with them, in the theogony, cof-
mogony and mythology of the Bramins
Augbtorrab Bbade Shaflab, although thefe
conflituted no part of the original theology
of Bramab,

As we have referved a part exprefly for a
differtation on the dorine of the Metemp-
JSyckaofis, we will avoid further mention of it
here; but as the Bramins of the Clatah and
Aughtorrab Bbades, inculcate and teach many
corollary branches of dodrine which {pring
from this root, it is neceffary that we fecite
a few of the moft eftablithed ones,

““ When the delinquent Debtah, by the
irmab, Biftnso and Moifeor,
and the faithfal angelic hoft, were releafed

from the Onderab; all, except Morjafoor,
Pare 11, F abon,
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Rhaabon, and the reft of the rebel leaders,
were fo ftruck with the goodnefs and mercy
of the Eternal ong, that they perfevered in a
pious refignation and true penitence, during
the firft of the four Jogues, and multitudes
afcended, and pafied through the fifteen
Boboens, and regained their forfeited eftate.
—This period of time is ealled in the Sha/~
tab the Suttee Yogue, when the term of the
{pirits probation in Mbard, was extended
to one hundred thoufand years.

« In the fecond of the four Jogues, Moifafor
and the rebel leaders fo effectually exerted
their influence over the delinquent Debtab,
that they foon began to forget their crime
and difregard their punifhment in the Onde-
rab; they rejected the councils and examples
of the guardian Debtab, and ftood a fecond
sime in defiance of their Creator ; and Mbi/a-

faor drew over onme third of the remaining
unpurified fpirits. This period is diftin-
guithed in the Shaflab, by the name of the
Tirtab fogue, In which the Eternal onE
retrenched the term of the fpirits probation
in Mburd, to ten thoufand years. In this
Fogue however, many perfevered in good-
nefs, afcended through the fifieen Babgons,
and regained the Mabeb Surgo.

“In
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“ Inthethirdof the four Fogues, Moifafoor’s
influence increafed, and he drew over half
of the remaining unpurified fpirits, in each
of the eight Boboons of punithment and pro-
bation. This period is called in the Sha ab,
the Duapaar, or Dwapaar fogue, in which
the term of probation in Mburd, was re-
duced to one thoufand years; yet in this

Jogue there were many who afcended and
regained the Makab Surgo.

“ In the fourth Fogue, Moifafior acquired
as full pofieflion of the hearts of the remaining

delinquent Debtab as when they firlt rofe
in rebellion with him, with very few ex-
ceptions ; this period in the Shaftab is called
the Kolee “fogue, in which the term of pro-
bation in Mburd is limited to one hundred
years only.—Yet even this Fogue affords fome
inftances of the delinquent (pirits furmount-
ing the eight lower Boboons, by penitence
and good works ; notwithftanding the un-
wearied diligence of Mzifafior, Rbaabosm, and
the reft of the rebellions leaders, and delip-

quent Debrab, who had a fecond time fallen
under his influence,”

The four Yogues or ages having been fo
frequently mentioned in the lagt paragraphs,
We cannot do better than explsin their mean..

Fa ing



( 68 )
ing here, as fuch explanation would prove
too long for a note, it may be remembered,
they are called the Suttee fooue, the Tirtab
Fogue, the Dupaar ogue, and the Kolee
Fogue 5 we will fpeak to each in their order,

The Suttee fogue, or the firlt age, literally
the age of truth, figuratively ic age of
goodnels ;—in this'age Endeer 1s fabled to be
born, according to the Aughtsrrab Bhade;
and appointed King ofthe Univerfe—the word
Endeer literally fignifies good, and is in
that Shaffab oppofed to Moifafior or evil,
and the various battles faid to be fought be-
tween this rebel angel and Endeer, and their
defcendants in every Fogue, allegorically ex-
hibit the conflicts and progrefs of good and
evi! in the univerfe; Endeer’s being ap=-
pointed univerfal Monarch in the Suftee
Jogue, alludes to the ftate of the delin-
quent Debfab in this age, upon their emer-
ging from the Onderab, when the impref-
fion of God's mercy acted fo powerfully on
their hearts, as to preferve them in penitence
and purity, daring this age, notwithftanding
the utmoit efforts of Mosfafior (or evil) and
his adherents, to engage them in a fecond
defection—From the word Sutfee (truth)
the word Sanfab in Bengals, and Swteh, in
the Moors are derived,—any one acquainted

1 in



in the leaft degree with thofe tongues, knows
that the phrafe Sanfab Kotab, in the one,
and Sutch Bbaat, in the other, is commonly
ufed to affert the verity of any thing ad-
vanced, and fimply fignifies, words of fruzb.

The Tirtab Fogue, or fecond age.——By
the term prefixed to this age, the order of
the Fogues thould feem inverted, as the word
in its fimple conftruction fignifies third. —
"The words, #een, tarab, tife, trefe, and tetrefe,
which exprefs the numbers - three, thirteen,
twenty-three, thirty and thirty-three, are all
derivatives -from the Sanfirit, Tirtah, or
Tirtea, as it is fometimes wrote, and means
the third, but oftener the #bird part, asin
the prefent inftance, where the term Tirtab
Fogue given to the fecond age, is allufive to
the fecond defeltion of one third of the re-
maining unpurified delinquent fpirits, from
that penitence and purity which governed
them in the Suztee fogue —In thisage Rbaam
is fabled to be born for the prote@ion of the
delinquent Debtab, againft the fnares and
attempt of Mosfafoer and his adherents.—
The word Rbaam in the Sanferit, literally
fignifies proteCtor, but in many parts of the
Augbtorrab Bbade this perfonage is men-
tioned in a more extended fenfe, as the pro-
tector of kingdoms, ftates and property.—

Big Rbaam !



( 70 )

Rbaam ! Rbaam! is ufed a5 2 pious faluta-
tion, between two Gentoos when they meet
in the morning, thereby recommending each

other’s perfon and property to the proteion
of this Demi-god.

The Duapaar Yogue, or third age—This
term prefixed to the third age, alludes to
the fecond defettion from penitence and
goodnels of one balf of the remaining unpu=
rified Debtab—dua, or dwa fimply fignifies,
two, or thefecond, but here by the addition
of paar, it means rhe balf; thus duapaar
deen, exprefles half the day, and dwapaar
rbaat half the night,—that is if the phrafe
ifiues from the mouth of a polite Gentos—
but the vulgar would fay adab deen and adah
rbaat, adab being the common Bengal word
for half—In the beginning of this Jogue
the Aughtorrab Bbade fixes the birth of Kif-
Jen Taghoor —The word &iffen in'the San-
Jerit fignifies a feourge, and this being is
in that Bbade frequently diftinguithed as the
fcourge of tyrants and tyranny.—Tagoor li-
terally means revered, refpecied, and is a coms
mon appellation given to Bramins.

The Kolee Fogue, or the fourth and pre-
fent age.—Kolee in the Sanferit fignifies cor-
ruption, pollation, impurity, confequently

Kok
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Kolee fogue means the age of pollution.—
In this age (fay the Bramins) children fhall
bear falfe witnefs againft their parents, and
before the expiration of it—the ftature of
the Mburd by the wickednefs of the rebel-
lious Debtab that animates it, thall be fo re=
duced, that he will not be able to pluck 2
Bygon (berengelah *) without the help of a
hooked ftick.—Wehave often, whilik at the
head of the judicial court of Cutcherry at
Calcutta, heard the moft atrocious murders
and crimes confefied, and #n extenuation of
them attempted, by pleading, ¢ was the
Kolee fogue.—How far the poetical conceits
of Quid, and others, touching the golden,
&c. ages, have been framed from Bramab's
four ‘fogues, we leave to the inveftigation of
the curious.

It is an eftablifhed doétrine of the Augh-
torrab Bbade, that the three primary created
perfonages, as well as the reft of the hea-
venly angelic faithful fpirits, have from time
to time according to the permiffion given
them by God, defcended to the eight Bo-
boous of puni{hmcnt, and have voluntarily
fubjeted themielves to the feelings of na-
varal and moral evil, for the fake of theic
brethren, the delinquent Debtab, And to

® The Esg Plaiit.
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this end, have undergone the eighty-nine
tranfmigrations * ; and that it is thofe bene-
volent fpirits, who have at different times
appeared on this earthly region, under the
mortal forms and names of Endeer, Bra-
mab, Jaggernaut, Kifen Tagoor, Rhaam,
Luccon, Kalkee, (or Kallee) Surfuttee, Gun-
nis, Kartic, 8&c.—That have oppofed and
fought againt Moifafoor, Rbaaben, and their
iniquitous adherents——and have proved
themfclves under the various chara@ers of
Kings, Generals, Philofophers, Lawgivers
and Prophets, fhining examples to the de-
linquent Debtab, of frupendons courage, for-
titude, purity and piety.—That their vifira-
tions were frequent during the Tirteh, and
-Duapaar Fogues, but rare fince the com-
mencement of the Koke Yogue, becaufe in
this age the delinquent Debrab in general are
deemed utterly reprobate, and hardened in
their wickednefs beyond the power of coun-
cilor example ; fo that they are in a manner
left, and given up to their swn powers, and
abandoned to the full influence of Moi-
Safoor. But that there are flill in every

* Hence the Gentsos dread of killing even by acci-

dent any thing that has life, as thereby they may not

* only dilpoliefs the fpirits of their allied Dibtab, but’

alio, thofe of the celeftial Debtah, who are working
for their redemptian,

period
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period of time fome few inftances of the de-
linquents exertion of their own powers for
their falvation, and that when this is mani-
feft to God, he permits the celefhial Debiab
inyifibly to aid, confirm, and fupport them.

Although the Shaflab of Brgmab denies
the prefcience of God refpeting the actions
of free-agents, yet the Bramins maintain
that his knowledge extends to the thoughts of
every created being, and that the moment a
thought is conceived by the foul or fpirit, it
is fympathetically conveyed to God.—It is
upon this principle that the adorations, pray-
ers, petitions and thankigivings, which the
Gentaos prefer tothe Deity himfelf are offered
in folemn filence; but it is not fo with regard
to the invocations and worfhip, inflituted by
the Aughtorrab Bhade to be paid to the fub-
ordinate celeftial beings, for thefe are ad-
drefled in loud prayer, joined to the clang
of various mulical inftruments.

We have already flightly touched on the
religious veneration paid to the Ghsij in a
particular diftriék of Bemgall, although it is
beyond doubt, that their devotion to this ani-
mal was univerfal throughout Indgflan in
former times.—The original fource of this
segard, was of a two fold nature, as a reli-

gimlﬁ
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gious and political inflitution: firft, in a reli-
gious fenfe ; as holding in the rotation of the
Merempfychofis, the rank immediately pre-
ceding the human form ; this conception is
the true caufe of that devout, and fometimes
enthufiaftic veneration paid to this animated
form, for the Bramrns inculcate that when
the Gloij fuffers death by accident or vio-

lence, or through the negleét of the owner,-

it is a token of God's wrath againft the
wickednels of the fpirit of tbe proprictor,
who from thence is warned that at the diffo-
lution of his human form, he will not be
deemed worthy of entering the firlt Bodoon of
purification, but be again condemnedto return
to the loweft region of punithment: hence
it is, that not only mourning and lamenta-
tion enfue on the viclent death of either cow
or calf—but the proprictor is frequently en-'
joined, and oftener voluntarily undertakes, a
three years pilgrimage in expiation of his
crime, forfaking his family, friends and re-
lations, he fubfifts during his pilgrimage on
charity and alms.—It is worthy remark,
that the penitent thus circumftanced, ever
meets with the deepeft commiferation, as his
ftate is deemed truely pitiable ; two inflances
have fallen within our own knowledge where
the penitents have devoted themfelves to the
fervice of God, and a pilgrimage during the
term of their life,

Secondl ¥s
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Secondly, the Ghaij is venerated by the
Gentoss in a political fenle, as being the mofk
ufeful and neceffary of the whole animal
creation, to a people forbid feeding  on
ficth, or on any thing that had breathed the
breath of life; for it not only yielded to
them delectable food, but was otherwa
effentially ferviceable in the cultivation of

their lands; on which depended their ve-
getable fubfiftence.

The Gentoss hold that the females of all
animated forms are, more or lefs, favored of
God, but more eminently in the form of
Moiyab in the eighty-ninth tranfmigra»
tion ; the word fignifies excellent, and is ap.
plied to the female of Mburd ; Rbaan is the
common name for woman, though it ufually
means. a married Moiyah, and the Gentoo
Princeffes have no higher title than Rbaanee,
The female or Moryah of Mburd, is {op-
pofed to be animated. by the moft benign and
leat culpable of the apoftate angels, and
that from this form, in every period of
the four Sfogues, an infinitely greater number
of the delinquent fpirits, have entered the
firlt region of purification, than from the
form of Mburd.

The {udden death of infants, the Bramins
fay, marks the fpirit favored of God, and

7 that



that it is immediately received into the bofom
of Bifinas, (the preferver) and conveyed to
the firft region of purification.—The fudden
death of adults, on the contrary, they pro-
nounce a mark of God’s wrath againft the
animating fpirit, as it’s term of probation in
Mburd, is cut thort. The great age of

+ man, when it is accompanied with the en.
joyments of his faculties and underftanding,
is pronounced by the Bramins to be the
greateft blefling God can beftow upon this
mortal fiate, as thereby the term of the
{pirits probation is prolonged ; adding thatthe
limited fpace of one hundred years, decreed
by God in the prefent Kelee Jogue, is full thort
for the works of repentance and goodnefs,
and that when the life and underftanding is
preferved beyond that limited term, it ought
to be deemed a fignal mark of God's {pecial
grace and favor,

Longevity, in (what we call) the brute
creation, is by the Bramins cfteemed a mark
of the great delinquency of the f; pirits which
animate thofe tribes, becaufe they are o long
debarred and with-held from their great and
chief ftate of probation in Mbuwrd—The
Gentoos eftimate the greater or lefler delin.
quency of the apoftate {pirits, by the clafs
of mortal forms they are doomed to inhabit;

thus,
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thus, all voracious and unclean animals are
fuppofed to be animated by the moft malig-
nant fpirits ;—if a hog or dog touch a Gen-
#06, he is defiled, not from the animal form,
but from the perfwafion, that the Debtab
animating that form, is a malignant [pirit.
—Evyery voracious animal, that inhabits the
earth, air and waters, and men whole lives
and actions are publicly and atrocioufly
wicked, come under that clafs of fpirits.—
On the contrary, thofe {pirits that animate
the forms which fubfift on vegetables, and
do not prey upon cach other, are pronounced
favored of God.

The general warfare which is obferved in
the animal world, whereby the deftruction
of one fpecies is the neceffary fupport and
{ubfiftence of others, the Bramins afert is
the lot of punifhment decreed by God for
the moft guilty of the apoftate angels, who
are thereby made bis inftruments of punifh-
ment to each other, every of thefe tribes
being a deftined prey to one another.—The
natoral enmity which fome elafles of ani-
mals bear to others, whercby they live in a
continued ftate of war and contention, when-
ever they meet, although they do pot fub-
fit on each other, proceeds they fay from
the fame caufe; the delinquent Debrab being

deftined
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deftined as a punithment, in thofe forms ta
exercife that propenfity to hatred, envy, and
animofity, on one another, which they had

fo impotently dared to exert againft their
Creator,

The rotation of animal forms deftined for
the habitation of the delinquent Dedrab, are
not, fay the Bramins, precifely the fime, on
repetition of the cighty. nine tran{migrations ;
but are arbitrary and refts with the will of
God; but it is their belicf that the leaft
guilty of the Dejtab, tran{migrate only
through thofe forms which by their nature
are deftined to fubfift on the vegetable crea-
tion ; and that the three changes immediately
preceding the fpirits animating the Ghoyj
(that is the eighty-fifth, cighty-fixth, and
eighty-feventh) are into the moft innocent
of the fpecics of irds, the geat and the
Jhecp, the animals moft favored of God,
next to the Ghojj and Mburd—From hence
the rigid Bramins execrate with bitternefs,
the cruelty of thofe nations, who wickedly
and wantonly, felect and flaughter the beft
beloved created forms of God, namely the
birds, the goat, the fheep, and the cow,
to fatisfy their unnatoral luft of appetite,
in defiance not only to his exprefs command
and prohibition, bur in eppofiiion to the

natural
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natural and obvious conftruction of the
mouth and digeftive facualties of Mburd, which
marks him, deftined with other forms moft
favoredof God, tofeed and {ubfift on the fruits
and produce of the earth with the additional
blefling of the milk of the Ghoij, and of
other animals—For this degeneracy, they
acconnt no otherwife, than pioufly lamenting
the pitiable ftate of Mburd, fince the com=
nencement of the Kolee Fogue, adding, that
by juft confequence the tranfgre(fion carries
its punifhment along with it, for by this af-
famblage of unnatural and forbidden food,
variety of difeafcs are entailed, which cut
(hort the term of probation in Mburd, by
which the delinguent fpirit robs himfelf of
more than half of that fpace of indulgence
and trial which his Creator has grac'mu%
beftowed upon him, and which he by a fre
inftance of his difobedience, ungratefully
rejects.

Owid in his fifteenth book of Metamorpho-
fés introduces Pythagoras diffuading mankind
from killing and fecding on_bis fellow crea-
tares. Our readers will excufe us, if we tran{-
cribe fuch parts of his pathetic arguments,
as are firictly in point with the fubject of the
preceding paragraph. :
« He
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¢ He firlt the tafte of flcth, from tables drove,
And argued well, if arguments could move,
O mortals ! from your fellows blood abftain,
Nor taint your bodies, with a food prophane ;
While corn and pulfe by nature arc beflow'd,
And planted orchards bend their willing load ;
While labor’d gardens wholefome herbs produce,
And teeming vines, afford their gen'rous juice ;
Nor tardier fruits of cruder kind are loft,
But tam’d by fire or mellow’d by the froft ;

. While kine to pails, diftended udders bring,

And beea their honey, redolent of fpring ;
While earth, not anly can your needs fupply,
But lavith of her flores, provides for luxury;
A guiltlels feaft, adminifters with eafe,
And without blood, is prodigal to pleafe ;
Wild bealts their maws, with their flain breth'ren ﬁIf;
And yet notall,—for fome refufe to kill ;
Sheep, goats, and oxen, and the richler fteed,
On browfe and corn, and fow'ry meaddws feed 3
Bears, tigers, wolves, the angry lions brood,
Whom heaven endu’d with principles of blood,
He wifely funder’d, from the reft to yell,
In foreflt, and in lonely caves to dwell ;
Where firanger beaits, opprels the weak by night,
And all in prey, aod purpls feafls delight.

55 O impious ule! to Nature’s laws oppoled,
Where bowels are, in others bowels clofed ;
Where fatten'd, by their fellow's fat they thrive,
Maintain’d by murder, and by death, they live ;
"Tiz
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¥Tis then for nought, that mother Earth provides
The ftores of all fhe thows, and all fhe hides;
If men with fefhy morfels muft be fed,
And chaw with blaody teeth the breathing bread §
What elfe is this, but to devour our guefls,
And barb’roufly renew Cyclopean fealts.
We by deftroying life, our life fuftain, :
And gorge th’ ungodly maw, with meats ohfcene.

< Not fo the golden age, Wwho fed o1 fruit,
Nor durft with bloody meéals their mouths pollute §
Then birds, In airy fpace, might fafely move,
And tim'rous hares on heaths fecurely rove,
Nor needed fifh the guileful hooks to fear,
For all was peaceful, and that peace fincere.
Whoever was the wretch, and curs'd be he,
That envy’d firlt, our food's fimplicity ;
The effay of bloody feafts, on brutes began,
And after forged the fword to murder man ;
Had he the fharpened fteel, alone employed
On beafts of prey, which other beafls deftroyed,
Or man invaded, with their fangs and paws,
This bad been juftifyed by Nature's laws,
And {elf defence :—but who did feafts begin
Of flefh, he firetch’d neceffity, © fin.
To kill man-killers, man has lawful power,
But not the extended licence to devour.

<t 1l habits gather, by unfeen degrees,
As brooks make rivers, rivers run to feas;
The fow, with her broad fnout, for rooting up,
Th' entrufted feed, was judg'd to fpoil the crop
And intercept the fweating farmer’s hope.

Parc 11, G The
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The covetous churl, of unforgiving kind,
The offender to the bloody prieft refign'd 3
Her hunger was no plea, for that the dy'd ;
The goat came next in order to be tried.
The goat had crop’d the tendrils of the vine,
In vengeance the laity, and clergy join,
Where ene had loft his profit, one his wine. E
Here was, at leaft, fome thadow of offence,
The fhesp was facrificed, on no pretence, }
But meek, and unrefifting innocence,
A patient, ufeful creature, born to bear,
The warm and woolly flecce, that cloth'd her musderery
And daily to give down the milk fhe bred,
A tribute for the grals on which fhe fed :
Living both food and raiment fhe fupplies,
And is of leaft advantage, when fhe dics.

** How did the toiling ox, his death deferve,
A downright fimple drudge, and born to ferve;
O tyrant ! with what juftice can’ft thou hope?
The promife of the year a plenteous crop,
When thou deftroy’ft thy lab'ring fteer, who till'd
And plough’d with pain, thy elfe ungrateful field ;
From his yet reeking neck, to draw the yoke,
That neck with which the furly clods he broke
And to the hatchet, yield thy hufband man,
Who finithed antumn, and the fpring began.

 Nor this zlone ! but heaven itlelf to bribe,
We to the gods, our impious afts afcribe ;
Firft recompence with death, their creatures toil,
Then call the bleft above to fhare the fpoil,
The
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T hie fairelt vi€tim, muft the pow'rs appeafs
(So fatal ’tis fometimes too much to pleafe)
A purple fillet his broad brow adorns,
With flow’ry garlands crown’d and gilded hotns:
He hears the murd'rous prayer the prielt prefers;
But underftands not ! ’tis lis doom he hears :
Beholds the meal; betwixt his temples caft;
(The fruit and produét of his labors paft,)
And in the water; views perhaps the knife,
Uplifted to deprive him of his life;
Then broken up alive, his entrails fees
Torn out for priefts Uinfpect the gods decrees,

¢ From whence, O mortal man | this guft of bload
Have you deriv'd ? and interdifted food ?
Be taught by me, this dire delight to fhun,
Warn'd by my precepts, by my pradtice, won j
And when you eat the well-deferving beaft,
Thinky on thie lab'rer of your field, you feaff.

* Then let rot piety be put to flight,
To pleafe the tafte of glutton appetite ;
But fuffer inmate fouls fecure to dwell,
Left from their feats your parents you expell ;
With rabid hunger feed upan your kind,
Or from a beaft diflodge a brother’s mind."”

That Pythagoras carried fuch fentithents
from the Bramins; and labored to obtrude
them upon his countrymen, is beyond cons
troverfy ; the pathetic perfwafives he u
to them in that age to abflzin from the

G 2 feeding
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feeding ‘on their brethren of the creation,
proved however as ineffectual then, as we
conceive it would be in the prefent, the more’s
the pity—for it is to be feared we fhall to
the énd of the chapter—Rife, kill, and eat.

Regarding the defeription (which Ovid
puts in the mouth of Pythageras) of the
ancient religious facrifices, we muft in juﬁi{:&
to the Bramins fuy he could not borrow it
from them; in this particular the original
religious tenets of the Gentoos differ from all
the ancients, for they were ftrangers to thofe
bloody facrifices and offerings ; neither of the
Gentoo Bbades having the leaft allufion to that
mode of worfhipping the deity; and the
Bramins fay, nothing but Mosfafoer himfelf
could have invented fo infatuated and cruel
an inftitution, which is manifeftly fo repug-
nant to the true fpirit of devotion, and
abhorrent to the Eternal oxE.

That every animal form is endued, with
cogitation, memory and refletion, is one of
the moft eftablithed tenets of the Bramins ;
indeed it muft confequentially be fo, on the
fuppofed Merempfychofis of the apoftate
ipirits, through thefe mortal forms.—Every
flatc of the delinquent (pirits abode in
the eight ‘Bolgons, they fay, is a ftate of
3 humilia-
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humiliation, punifhment and purgation,
that of Mburd not excepted ; and that the
purpofc of the Eternal onE would be de-
feated by himfelf, had he not endued them
with rationality and a confcioufnefs of their
fituation. In the form of Mburd alone,
is the fpirit’s ftate of probation, becaule in
this form only, he again becomes an abfolute
and free agent; and in this alone lies the
difference between Mburd, and the reft of the
animal created forms, for in thefe, the {pirit's
intelle@tual faculries are circumficribed, more
or lefs, by the varied conftrutionof the forms,
and limited within certain bounds, which
they cannot exceed,—that confcioufnefs of
thofe confined powers, and envy at the fu-
periour ftate of Mburd, conftitutes their chief
punithment ; that this unceafing envy, and
refontment of the ufurped tyranny which
Mburdaflumed over the animal creation (from
the beginning of the Kole ogue ) are the caufes
which made them in general fhun his fo-
ciety, and live in a ftate of enmity with
him, according to the force of the natural
powers, which the Eternal oNgE has en-
dued them with; that where fome of the
fpecies appear an exception to this general
bent, it proceeds from the weaknefs of their
natural powers; or the fuperiour craft and
fubtility of Mburd, who firft deceitfully
- G 3 allured
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allured them to flavery and deftru@ion.——
That neither ezvy or enmity in the animal
created forms, nor ufurped tyranny on the
part of Mburd, had exiltence in the breafls
of either, before the beginning of the Kole
Jogue, when a univerfal degeneracy of al,
moft all the remaining unpurified " Debrab
prevailed through all their mortal forms—
which until that period had lived in amity
and harmony, as conicious of being involved
under the fame fentence and difpleafure of
their Creator 3 and laftly—That the ufurped
tyranny of Mburd over the reft of the de-
linquent angelswas difpleafing to the Eterna]
ONE, and will be a charge exhibited againft
the fpirit by Biffmo at the diffolution of
Mburd, for that in place of cherithing the
unhappy delinquents during their ftate of
humiliation and punifhment, they do, by the
force of their tyrannic ufurpation, labor
to make their ftate more miferable, than the
Eternal oNE intended it fhould be, in viola-
tion of his exprefs injynétion, that they fhould
Jrve one anotber.

The Bramins hold, that every diftin&
fpecies of animal creation have a compre-
henfive mode of communicating their ideas,
Pc;:q[iar to themfelyes; and that the Metemp-

7 Drebofes
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Sfickefis of the delinquent fpirits extends
through every organifed body, even to the
fmalleft infet and reptile ;—they highly ve-
nerate the bee, and {ome fpecies of the ant,
and conceive the fpirits animating thofe
forms are favored of God, and that its in-
telleftual faculties, are more enlarged under
them, than in moft others.

Although we have already fhewn that the
bloody facrifices of the ancients was no part
of the Gentoo tenets, yet there fubfifts amongft
them at this day, a woluntary facrifice, of
too fingular a nature, to pafs by us unno-
ticed; the rather as it has been frequently
mentioned -by various authors, without we
conceive that knowledge and perfpicuity
which the matter calls for ; the facrifice we
allude to, is the Gentoo wives burning with
the bodies of their deceafed bufband;. We
have taken no fmall pains to inveltigate this
feeming cruel cuftom, and hope we fhall be
able to throw fame fatisfactory lights on this
very extraordinary fubject, which has hi-
therto been hid in obfecurity ; in order to
which we will firft remove one or two ob-
firuGions that lie in our way, and hinder our
pearer and more perfect view of it

G 4 The
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The caufe commonly affigned for the,
‘origin of this facrifice (peculiar to the wives
of this nation) is, that i was g law confti-
tuted to put a period 10 6 wicked praclice that
the Gentoos wives kad of poifoning their buj~
bands ;—for this affertion we cannot trace
the (malleft femblance of truth, and indeed
the known faé, that the facrifice muft he
voluntary, of it's felf refutes that common
miftake.—It has alfo been a received opinion,
that 7" the wife refufes to burn, fFe bfes ber
caff (or tribe) and is flamped with difgrace
and infamy, an opinion equally void of
foundation in fa& as the other.—The real
ftate of this cafe is thus circumftanced.—The
firlt wifc (for the Gentoo laws allow bigamy,
although they frequently do not benefit
themfelves of the indulgence, if they have
iffve by the firft) has it in her choice to
burn, but #s 7ot permitted to declare her re-
folution before twenty-four hours after the
deceafe of her hufband ;—if the refufes, the
right devolves to the fecond,—if cither, after
the expiration of twenty-four hours, publicly
declare, before the Bramins and witneffes,
their refolution to burm, they cannot then
retratt. If they both refufe at ‘the expira-
tion of that term, the worft confequence
that attends their refufal, is lying under the
imputation of being wanting to their own
: : ]_1_1::11»:-1;,J
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honor, purification, and the profperity of their
family, for from their infancy, they are in- ~

ftru&ted by the houfehold Bramin to lock
upon this cataftrophe, as molt glorious to
themfelves, and beneficial to their children :
the truth is, that the children of the
wife who burns, become thereby illultrious,
and are fought after in marriage by the moft
opulent and honourable of their caf, and
fometimes received into a calt fuperiour to
their own,

That the Bramins take vnwedried pains
to encourage, promote, and confirm in the
minds of the Gentoo wives, this [pirst of
burning, is certain (their motives for it, the
penetration of our readers may by and by

robably difcover) and although they feldom
Foi'c their labor, yet inftances happen, where
fear, or love of life, fets at nought all their
preaching; for it fometimes falls out that the
firft wife refufes, and the fecond burns; at
others, they both refufz; and as but one
can burn, it fo happens, that when the
fecond wife has iffue by the deceafed, and
the firlt none, there commonly enfues a
violent contention between them, which of
the two fhall make the facrifice; but this
difpute is generally determined by the Bra-
mins, in favor of the firft, unlefs (he is pre-

3 vailed
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vailed on by perfwafion, or other motives to
wave her right, in favor of the fecond.—
Having elucidated thefe matters, we will
proceed to give our readers the beft account,
we have been able to obtain of the origin
of this remarkable cuftom.

At the demife of the mortal part of the
Gentoo's great Law-giver and Prophet Bra-
Man, his wives, inconfolable for his lofs,
refolved not to furvive him, and offered
themfelves voluntary vi@ims on his faneral
pile.—The wives of the chief Rajabs, the
firft officers of the ftate, being unwilling te
have it thought that they were deficient in
fidelity and affection, followed the heroic
example fet them by the wives of Bramab ;
—the Bramins (a tribe then newly confti-
toted by their great legiflator) prancunced
and declared, tlat the delinquent [hirits of
thofe bervires, immediately ceafed from their
tranfmigrations, and bad entered the firft
Bobaon of purification—it followed, that rhesr

- wives claimed a right of making the fame

facrifice of their mortal forms f0 God, and
the manes of their deceafed hufbands;
The wives of every Gentzo canght the en-
thufiaftic (now pious) flame. Thus the
heroic acts of a few women brought about
a general cultom, the Bramins had given it

' the
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the famp of religion, they foifted it into the
Chatab and Aughbtorrab Bbades, and infti-
tuted the forms and ceremonials that were to
accompany the facrifice, ftrained fome ob-
fcure paflages of Bramab's Chartab Bhade,
to countenance their declgred fenfe of the
action, and eftablifhed it as a religious tenet
throughout Indeflan, fubje@ to the reftric-
tions before recited, which leaves it a volun-
tary a&t of glory, picty and fortitude.——
Whether the Bramins were fincere in their
declared fenfe, and confecration of this adt,
or had a view to the {ecuring the fidelity of
their own wives, or were actuated by any
pther motives, we will not determine,—

When people have lived together to an
adyanced age, in mutual aéts of confidence,
friendfhip and affetion ; the facrificea Gen-
too widow makes of her perfon (under fuch
an affe@ing circomftance as the lofs of friend
and hufband) feems lefs an object of wonder ;
but when we fee women in the bloom
of youth, and beauty, in the calm pofieffion
of their reafon and underftanding, with af-
tonifhing fortitude, fet at nought, the tender
confiderations of parents, children, friends,
and the horror and torments of the death
they pourt, we cannot refit viewing fuch

an
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an aét, and fuch a victim, with tears of
commiferation, awe and reverence,

We have been prefent at many of thefz
facrifices: in fome of the vitims, we have
obferved a pitiable dread, tremor, and re-
Iuctance, that ftrongly {poke repentance for
their declared refolution ; but it was now too
late to retrad, or retreat; Biffnco was wwait-
ing for the fpirit.—If the felf doomed vic-
tim difcovers want of courage and fortitude,
fhe is with gentle force obliged to afcend
the pile, where fhe is held down with long
poles, held by men on each fide of the pile,
until the flames reach her; her fereams and
cries, in the mean timc, being drowned
amidft the deafening noife of loud mufick,
and the acclamations of the multitude,.——
Others we have feen go throngh this fiery
trial, with moft amazing fteady, calm, re-
folution, and joyous fortitude.——It will
not we hope be unacceptable, if we prefent
our readers with an inftance of the latter,
which happened fome years paft at the Eqgff
India company’s faltory at Cofimbuzaar,
n the time of Sir Francis Ruffell's chieffhip ;
the author, and feveral other gentlemen of
the factory were prefent, fome of whom are
now living:—from a narrative, which the
author then tranfmitted to England he is

now
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now enabled to give the particulars of this

moft remarkable proof of female fortitude,
and conftancy.

¢« Ar five of the ¢lock on the morning of I8

the 4th of February, 1742-3, died Rbaam
Chund Pundit of the Mababrattor tribe, aged
twenty-eight years; his widow (for he hadbut
one wife)aged between feventeenand eighteen,
as foon as he expired, difdaining to wait the
term allowed her for reflection, immediately
declared to the Bramins and witneffes prefent
her relolution to burn; as the family was of
‘no fmall confideration, all the merchants of
Cyffimbuzaar, and her relations, left no ar-
guments uneflayed to diffuade her from it—
Lady Ruffel, with the tendereft humanity, fent
her (everal meflages to the fame purpofe ;—
the infant ftate of her children (two girls
and a boy, the eldeflt not four years of age)
and the terrors and pain of the death fhe
{ought, were painted to her in the ftrongeft
and moft lively colouring—fhe was deaf to
all,—fhe gratefully thanked. Lady Rujfel/,
and fent her word fhe bad now nithing to
fve for, but recommended ker children to ber
protedtion.—When the torments of burnin

were urged in terrorem to her, (he with 2 re-
folved and calm countenance, pat her finger
into the fire, and held it therea confiderable

time,
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time; fhe then with one hand put fire i
the palm of the other, fprinkled incenfe on
it, and fomigated the Bramins, The confi-
deration of her children left deflitute of &
parent was again urged to her.-—She replied,
be that made them, would take care of them.—
She was at laft given to underfland, fhe
fhould not be permitted to burn *; this for
a fhort fpace feemed to give her deep afilic-
tion, but foon recolle@ting herfelf, fhe told
them, death was in ber power, and that if fbe
was not allwwed to burn, according ‘to the
principles of ber caft, fbe would flarve berfelf—
Her friends, finding her thus peremptory and
refolved, were obliged at laft to dﬁnn

** The body of the deceafed was carried
down to the water fide, early the following
morning; the widow followed about ten
o'clock, accompanied by three very principal
Bramns, her children, parents, and relations,
and a numerous concourfe of people. The
order of leave for her burning did not arrive
from Hoffeyn Kban, Fouzdear of Mor[bada-
bad, until after one, and it was then brought
by one of the Ssubab’s own officers; who

* The Gentsos are not permitted to burn, without
an order Frqm the Mabsmmedan government, and this
permiffion is commonly made a perquifite nf—il-l

ad



( 95 )
had orders to fee that fhe burnt voltinta-
rily. —— The time they waited for the
order was employed in praying with the
Bramins, and wathing in the Ganges; as
foon as it arrived, fhe retired and flayed for
the fpace of half an hour in the midft of
her female relations, amongft whom was
her mother; fhe then divefted berfelf of her
bracelets, and other ornaments, and tyed
them in a cloth, which hung like an apron
before her, and was conducted by her
female relations to one corner of the pile;
on the pile was an arched arbor formed of
dry fticks, boughs and leaves, open only at
one end to admit her entrance; in this the
body of the deceafed was depofited, his head
at the end oppofite to the opening.—At the
corner of the pile, to which fhe had been
conducted, the Bramin had made a (mall
fire, round which fhe ‘and the three Bra=
mins {at for fome minutes, one of them gave
into her hand a leaf of the bale tree (the
wood commonly confecrated to form part of
the funeral pile) with [undry things on ity
which fhe threw into the fire; one of the
others gave her a fecond leaf, which fhe held
over the flame, whillt he dropped three times
fome ghee on-it, which melted, and fell into
the fire (thefe two operations, were prepa=
ratory fymbols of her approaching diffolution

&y
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2y fire) and whillt they were pErrufming
this, the third Bramin read to her fome
portions of the Augbtorrab Bhade, and afked
her fome queftions, to which the anfwered
with a fleady, and ferene countenanice ; but
the noife was {o great, we could not under=
ftand what fhe faid, although we were with=
in a yard of her.—Thefle over, fhe was led
with great folemnity sbree #imes round the
pile, the Bramins reading before her; when
fhe came the third time to the fmall fire,
fhe ftopped, took her rings off her toes and
fingers, and put them to her other orna-
ments ; here fhe took a folemn majeftic leave
of her children, parents, and relations; after
which, one of the Bramins dip'd a large
wick of cotton in fome ghee, and gave it
ready lighted into her hand, and led her to
the open fide of the arbor; there, all the
Bramsns fell at her feet; after fhe had
blefled them, they retired weeping ;~by
two fteps, the afcending the pile and entered
the arbor; on her entrance, fhe made a
profound reverence at the feet of the de-
ceafed, and advanced and feated herfelf by
his head ; fhe looked, in filent meditation
on his face, for the fpace of 2 minute, then
fet fire to the arbor, in three places ; obferva
ing that the had fet fire to leeward, and that

the flames blew from her, inftantly feeing
her
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her error fhe rofe, and fet fire to windward,
and refumed her ftation ; enfign Daniel with
his cane, feparated the grafs and leaves on
the windward fide, by which means we had
a diftinct view of her as fhe fat. With what
dignity, and undaunted a countenance, fhe
fet fire to the pile the laft time, and affumed
her feat, can only be conceived, for words
cannot convey a juft idea of her.—The pile
being of combuftible matters, the {upporters
of the roof were prefently confumed, and it
tumbled upon her.” '

We fee our fair country-women {hudder
at an action, which we fear they will look
upon, as a proof of the higheft infatuation
in their fex.—Although it is not our inten=
tion here to defend the tenets of the Bramins,
yet we may be allowed to offer fome juftifi-
cation on behalf of the Genteo women in the
altion before us—Let us view it (as we thould
every other aftion) without prejudice, and
without keeping always in fight owr puy
tenets and cuftoms, and prepofieffions that
too rally refult therefrom, to the injury
of :JE:? s—if we view thefe womenina juft
light, we fhall think more candidly of them,
and confefs they act upon heroic, as well ag
rational and pious principles: In order 1o this
we muft confider them as a race of females

«Part II, H trained
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trained from their infancy, in the full convics
tion of their celeflial rank; and that this world,
and the corporeal form that inclofes them, is
deftined by God, the one as their place of
punithment, the other as their prifon.——
That their ideas are confequently raifed to
a foothing degree of dignity befiting angelic
beings.—They are nurfed and inftruded in
the firm faith—that this voluntary facrifice,
is the moft glorious period of their lives,
and, that thereby the celeftial {pirit is re-
lezfed from its tranfmigrations, and evils of
a miferable exiftence, and flies to join the
fpirit of their departed hufband, in 2 ftate of
purification; add to this, the fubordinate
confideration of raifing the luftre of their chil=
dren, and of contributing by this aion to
tbeir temporal profperity ;—all thefz it muft
be owned are prevalent motives, for chear-
fully embracing death, and fetting at nought
every common attachment which the weak-
nefs of humanity urges, for a longer exiftence
in a werld of evil.—Although thefe princi-
ples are in general fo diametrically contrary to
the prevailing fpirit, and genius of our fair
country-women, who (from a happy train
of education) in captivating amufements and
diflipation, find charms fofficient in this
world, to engage their wifhes for a perpetual

7 : refidence
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tefidence in it; yet we will depend on their
natural goodnefs of heart, generofity and
candor, that they will in future look on thefe
their Genfoo fifters of the creation; in a
more favorable, and confiftent light; than
probably they have hitherto done; and not
deem that atfion an infatuation, which re=.
fults from principle. Let them alfo recolleét
that their own hiftory affords illaftrious ex-
amples in both fexes of voluntary facrifices
by fire, becaufe they would not fubfcribe
even to a different mode of profefling the
fame faith. Befides—a contempt of death,
is not peculiar to the women of India, it is
the charaeriftic of the nation; cvery Gentoo
meets that moment of diffclution, with a
fleady, noble, and philofophic refignation,
fowing from the eftablifhed principles of
their faith,

Before we clofe this fubject, we will men-
tion one or two more particulars relative to
it.—It has been already remarked in a mar-
ginal note, that the Genros women are not
allowed to burn, without an order of leave
from the Mabommedan government; it is
proper allo to inform our réaders this pri-
vilege is never withheld from them.—Therd

ave been inftances known, wh‘Fn the viGim
as, by Europeans, been forceably refcued
H 2 from
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from the pile; it is currently faid and be-
Jieved (how true we will not aver) that the
wife of Mr. ob Charnock was by him
fnatched from this facrifice ; be this as it
may, the outrage is confidered by the Gen-
toos, an atrocious, and wicked violation of
their facred rites and privileges.

Having now brought our fourth general
head to a conclufion, and faithfully, tothe
beft of our knowledge (with the materials we
are poffefled of) exhibited the original tenets
of the ancient Bramins, according to the
firt book of Bramak's Chartab Bbade ;
and having in our remarks given fuch elu-
cidations as we thought our fubject called
for, we fubmit our imperfe&t work (for
imperfect we muft fill call it) with all due
deference to the public; hoping that fome
more capable head and bhand, will be fli-
mulated by our endeavours, to produce a
more full, and fatisfactory relation, of the
reft of his doctrines. — A large field is yet
left open, for the exercile ulg induftry and
talents. Bramab's firft feGion of his fecond
book on the creation of this globe, will be
the fubject of our next general head.
His third book direting the plain and
fimple modes of worfhip to be paid to God,
and the three primary created beings, ard

5 his




{ Yo%)

his fourth fublime book, (which the Gentoss
commeonly call Bramab Ka, Infiff Bhade,
or, Bramal's book of juftice) whercin is
exprefly recited and enjoined, the duties and
offices, which the delinquent Debrab (hall
obferve and pay to each other ; thefe two
laft mentioned books, and part of the fecond,
we fay, muft lic in oblivion, until fome
one, blefled with opportunity, lcifure, ap-
Pii:atiﬂn, and genius, brings them to light,

The End of the Fourth Chapter.

H 3 CHATR
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ok 24 P N
Of the Creation of the Worlds,

INTRODUCTION.

§ N the fifth fection of our laft general

head, Bramab recites, that the Eternal
ONE, (after he had promulged his gracious
intention, of mitigating the punithment of
the fallen angels, at the interceffion of the
remaining faithful hoft;) ¢ retired into
himfelf, and became invifible to them, for
the fpace of five thoufand years.”——1In his
introdu@ion to the a& of creation of the |
worlds in his fecond book, he takes again
occafion to repeat the above mentioned pal=
fage, and explains it by an inference, that
during THAT sPAcE, the Eternal ong wag
employed in meditation on his intended new
creation ;—and although it appears, from
the fame fecion, that this ffupendous work,
was produced by an inflantanesus Jiat of the

Drity,
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Deity, yet Bramab, to difplay the infinite
and amazing wifdom of his Creator, enters
into a fublime, and philofophic difquifition
and defcription, of his modes (if we may
be allowed the exprefiion) and manner of
creation, in the marvellous conftruction of
the fifteen Boboons, that conftitute the Dun-
neaboudab, or univerfe ;—thefe defcriptions,
he couches under allegories, then commonl
and familiarly underftood, at which the rea-
der will the lefs wonder, when he knows,
that at this day it is the ufual mode of con-
verfing, amongft well educated Gentoos,

In this exhibition of infinite wifdom, Bra-
mab gives a fhort, fimple and clevated del-
cription, of each of the fifteen Boboons, their
firnation, their rank, and peculiar deftina-
tion, with the appellations appropriated to
the angelic inhabitants, in their progreffive
paflage from one fphere to another. Our
memory only fupplies us with the names ¢
the fojourners of the ninth, fifth, fixth an
feventh, that is, the ficft, and three laft of
the feven regions of purification, to wit, the -
fpheres of the Pereeth logue *, the Munnoo

* Lipue, literally people. Pereth logue, purified
people.
H 4 logue,
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Jogue #, the Debtak bgue 4, and the Bir-
mab logue T; in the laft mentioned f here,
according to the Bramins computation, a
complete day is equal to twenty-cight Mun-
nunturs of vulgar'time, (Vid. fixth or pext
general head.) '

On the foundation of Bramah's defcrip-
tion of the fifteen Baboons, the campilers of
the dughtorrab Bhade have raifed an elabo.
rate chimerical fuperftructure : thatconfounds
the underftanding.

As the Bramins conceptions and calcula-
tion of the age and future duration of the
univerfe, will be the fubje@ of our next
general head, we fhall fay nothing more of
it here, than to remind our readers, that
they date it’s exiftence from the rebellious
angels being relealed from the Onderad.

We again lament the lofs of our materials,
which cunﬁnc_s us to the eighth {e&ion of

® Munnss lbogue, pesple of entemplation, from mu,
or mow, rb:ng:ﬁ, r;?eﬂfm, alludes to God’s being
worllipped in this fphere in filent meditation.
"+ In this fphere the angels are firft fuppofed to re-
gain properly their title of Debtah,

1 In this fphere the delinquents are fuppoled to be
cleanfed from the pollution of their fin, regenerated,
and fit to eater again the Mehab Surga, to be re-

hdmigied ta the prefence of their Creator.
: . s Bramal's
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Bramab's fecond book that treats only of
the'creation of this terreftrial planet, to which
we will now proceed, premifing that it is
dlfhn vihed by the title of the eighth Bo-
gf Murte, which literally ﬁgmﬁts the
rrgrm of earth.

SECT.
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SECT. VIIL

““ Birmabab * or Creation,

“ And it was that when the
“ Eternal oNe, refolved to form the
“ new creation of the Dunmeaboy-
¢ dab, he gave the rule of Mabah
“ Surgo to his firlt created Birmab,
““and became invifible to the whols
*“ angelic hoft.

* When the Eternal onk, firft began
““ his intended new creation of the
* Dunneaboudab, he was oppofed by two
“ mighty Offoors +, which proceeded
“ from the wax of Brum's ear; and
*¢ their names were Modoo  and Kytoo ||.

_ *¢ And the Eternal onE, contended
““and fought with Modoo and Kytos,
¢ five thoufand years, and he ﬁ{mtn

* This title is prefixed to every fection of Bromal’s
* fecond book, Birmah in the figurative fenie (before
:xpl:ined} ﬁgnifying ereation,

1 The common appellation given to giants, but is
varioully ufed in the § aftab, to exprefs exerefcence, ex-
eretion, and ficretion,

1 Difeordy emmity. Confufion, tumult.

“ them
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¢t them on his thigh ¥, and they were
¢« Joff and aflimilated with Murfﬂ.

e And it was,—that when Modss
« and Kjyroo were fubdued, the Eternal
«« one emerged from his ftate of in-
¢« vifibility, and glory encompafled him
s on every fide!

«¢ And the Eternal one fpoke, and
« faid, Thou Birmab + fhalt create and
« form all things that fhall be made
¢ in the new creation of the fifteen
« Boboons of punithment, and purifi-
¢ cation, according to the powers of the
¢ {pirit, wherewith thou fhalt be in-
¢¢ fpired.—And thoun, Biffnoo 1, (halt
« fuperintend, cherith, and preferve all
« the things and forms which (hall be
¢ created.——And thou, Sib ||, (halt
¢« change, or defirey, all creation, ac-
« cording to the powers, wherewith I
s« will inveft thee.”

# Reduced them to fubje&ion, or obedience : touch-
jng the thigh, amongit the ancient Gentosr, was a token
of jubjeifion.

+ Power of creation, Vid. introdultion to the fourth
chapter.

1 Preferver. Vid, introdultion to the fourth chapter,

I Mutikator, deffrayer. Vid. introduction, &c.

* And
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“ And when Birmab, Biftnso, and
¢ Steb, had heard the words of the
« Eternal oNE, they all bowed gbe-
“ dience *,

* The Eternal oNe fpoke again,
““and faid to Birmab, Do thou begin
““ the creation and formation of zhe
* eighth Boboon,of punifhment and pro-
¢ bation, even the Boloom of Murto,
** according to the powers of the fpiric
¢ wherewith T have endued thee, and
“ do thov, Biflnoo, proceed to execute
‘¢ thy part,

“And when Braom 4 heard the
“ command, which the mouth of the
¢ Eternal one had uttered ; he ftraight-
“ ways formed a leaf of beetle, and he
“ floated on the beetle lraf over the fur-
* face of the Yhoale ; and the children I
“ of Modoe and Kytos, fled before

* The foregoing exordium of the general alt of
creation of the Dunneabowda®, precreds cvery one of
the fifteen feltions of Brewal’s lvcond book.

s~ + Birmak and Brum, are, in the a&t of creation, fy-
nNonimous terms,

T Suppoled remzins of difcordant matter. The
Ervimins tuppofed the firft principles of things prior to
the creation of the gniverfe, to have been i a flyid
fizce.

* him,
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« him, and vanithed from his pre-
* fence.

«« And when the agitation of the
« Fhoale had fubfided, by the powers
« of the {pirit of Brum, Biffuos [traight-
« ways traosformed himfelf into a
“« mighty boar *, and defcending into
¢ the abyfs of Zﬁﬂﬂif, he brought up
«¢ the Murto on his tufks.—Then {pon-
« tancoufly iffued from him, a m:ghty
« tortoife +, and a mighty fnake T.-

«« And Biffnoo put the fnake erect
« upon the Jack of the tortoife, and
« placed Murto upon the bead of the
“ fnake.

< And all things were created and
« formed by Birmab in the eighth
« Boboon of punifhment and prolation,
« even the eighth of Murfe, according
“ to the powers of the fpirit, where-
¢ with the Eternal oNe had enducd
« him.

® The Gentw: fymbol of firengeh, becaufe, in pro-
portion to his fize, he is the frongeft of all animals,

4+ The Gentses Tymbol of fabiity,

t The Gemtess fymbol of wifdam,

¢ And
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¢ And Biffnoo took upon him the
* fuperintendence and c arge of all
“ that was created, and formed, by
*“ Birmab in the eighth Boboon of
“ Murto; and he cherifhed and pre=
“ferved them, as the words of the

* Eternal one had dire@ted; and com-
“ manded.”

REmMarks

N the fame fublime allegorical manne,
has Bramab defcribed the creation of Sur-
Jee *, and Chunder > and the other twelve
Boboons of the Dumneaboudab, without pre-
tending, or aiming to dive into, and explain,
the principles of matter, or the nature of
thofe effential laws of motion by which the
Deity guides and governs his creation ; the
wifdom of Bramab has elfewhere miarked
fuch froitlefs enquiries, with the Samp of
refumption and folly ; and that the know-
E:dge of thefér, and the mode of the exiftence
of God, is concealed even from the three
primary created beings themfelves.
" From the foregoing fpecimen of the
ereation of the eighth region, as well as

* The Sun, + The Men.
from
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from Bramab's hiftorical difcoffion of the
. other fourteen, it is moft obvious, that the
perfonages which he introduces as actors in
the work of that creation were intended by
him to be taken only in a figurative fenfe,
as expreflive of the three (upreme attributes
of the Deity, his power # create, his power
to preferve, and his power fo change, ot
defiray, as before hinted *.—For if they were
to be underftood in any other fenfe, it would
exprefly contradi¢t his own text, where he
reprefents the creation of the Dunneaboudab
as proceeding from the inffantancous fiat
of the Eternal oNE; and a further proof
of Bramal’s plain intention, refults from

his prefixing the fame exordium to each of
his {ections of creation.

But as the real fenfe and meaning of the
allegory (then clearly underftood by all) was,
in procefs of time, loft to the generality of
the Genfoos; the compilers of the Chatah
and Aughtorrab Bhades, took the advantage
(which ignorance and tims gave them) and
not only realifed Bramab's three myltical
beings, but created alfo a multitude of fubor-
dinate aftors, and made Demi-gods and Di.*
vinities of them all, inflituting particular
days, fafts, and [cftivals, and other exterior

* Vid. Introduétion to the fourth chapter.

worthip,
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worthip, to cach :—Thus Surje and Chuhder,
Mbdeo and Kytoo, and a race of their children
and defcendants, became Demi-gods and
heroes ; and fcorning to confine themfelves
to the eighth Bobeon, they ranfacked the
fourteen, and framed divinities of the prin-
cipal perfonages which their wild imagina-
tion fuppofed refident in each of them, and
allotted to them peculiar divine worthip,
which fubfifts to this day.

It will not, we hope, be thought an im=
probable conjeCture, if we fay, that the
allegorical parts of Bramab's Chartab Bbade,
(which trucly bears a divine femblance) being
thus perverted or grofly miftaken by the very
tribe, which he had inftituted guardians over
it, and being fublequently communicated to
the Egyptian Magi, and by them circulated
through the ftates of Greece, afforded them,
as well as Rome and the whole #eflern world,
thofe inexhauftible fupplies of mytkological
[iffems, which held their exiftence and ag<
thority even long after the light of chriftia-
nity had fhone upon them. But to res
fume our more immediate fubject,

The a& of creation of the Boboon of Murts,
is reprefented in the annexed plate N° g,
which (with others we fhall have occafion

fo
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to prefent to the reader) was drawn by the
inftructions, and under the eye of 2 judicious
Bramin of the Battezaar tribe, the tribe,
as before noticed, ufually employed in ex<
pounding the Shaflabs.

Brum * is reprefented lying and floating
on a leaf of beetle, over the troubled furface
of the abyfs of Fhoule ; the three primary
beings appear before it, in the pofture of
adoration, Birmab on the right, Bifinss in
the middle, and Sie5 on theé left.——On the
right, above the abyfs, is figured a huge
boar, bearing on his tufkis a lump of earth.
—On the left, above the abyfs, is reprefented
a fortoife, on which a fnake refts his tail,
bearing Murto (or the earth) on his head. —
Brum and Birmab are habited alike; and
are each figured with four heads and four
arms.—The three primary beings, are fup-
pofed in the pofture of adoration; to be re-
ceiving the commands of the Eternal ong,
touching his projected new creation; and the
other figures exprefs the three gradations of
thewotk, namely thebegihning; the progrefs,
and completion +.

. ® Spirit or zffence of the Eternal oxg: vide Intro-

dudtion to the fourth chapter,
+ Vide Plate N® 1.

Part IL, 3 No:with-
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Notwithftanding the fagacious reader, by
a bare reference to the marginal notes. which
we have affixed to the text of Bramab, will
readily conceive the fpirit of the allegury
contained in it; yet as fome paffapes of it
requircs a further explanation than could be
huddled into a note, we will add the whole
1|1tcrpr¢tatmn of it under one connr:&ed
view.

The Eternal one having determined on
the creation of the univerle, like a fupreme
wife archite&, he retired for a fpace to pro-
je¢t his ftupendouws plan, and prepare his
materials. — He was oppofed in. the operation
by the difcard; confufion and fumult of the
elements that compole, the abyfs of Thoale;
—he feparated, fubdued, brought them under
Jfubjection, and prepared them to receive his
mntended impreflions.—He exerts his zhree
great attributes, to create, preférve, or deflray,
which are hgurnmrcljrreprclcnmd bythe three
primary created beings—His /p/rit, floatsupon
the furface of the abyfs of 7hoale, or fluid
matter,—Creation takes place ~—Birmah (or
Creation) is reprefented with four heads and
fotr armstodenote the powwer of God in the act
of creation.— Biffnod thepréferveris transformed
into a mighty foar, emblematically ﬁgmfjrmg
¢he firéngth of Godjn the act of creation.—

The
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The tortoife myftically denotes the fubilis
and permanency of the foundation of rﬁz
earth, and the friake the wifdom by which
it is fipported. Thefe liteer operitions' ars
given to Biffnos, becaufe the earth was the
grand principle or parent, from whence' he
was fo draw the means for the prefirvation
of the futare animal creation, deftined for
the prifons of the rebellious Debrab; a wotk
which we may gather from Bramab's text,
was referved for the hand of God bimfelf,
as they were to be endued with retional
powers~1It may be afked why Brum, is
reprefented floating, particularly on a deetle
leaf # To this we can only reply, that the
plant is deemed facred amongft the Genrsos,
it’s culture is made under the aufpices of
the Shaffab, and inftrucion of the Bramins;
unclean perfons are prohibited entering into a
beetle garden, as the approach of any impu-
rity is pronounced fatal to the plant, in the
infancy of its growth.

To conclude this general head—How far
Homer, Virgil, Lucretius, Ovid, Lucian, &c.
have in their conceptions of the creation,
(by means of the Egyptians) built on, and
availed themfelves of the fimple cofinggony
of Bramab, we leave the learned and curious
to trace.—Although in fa&, it is obvious,

12 that
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that this ancient fage, aimed at no other
folution of that ftupendous and incompre-
henfible a&, than to inculcate, that the uni-
verfe was produced by #he efféince and vo-
luntary power, firength and wifdom of Gop.
That it is preferved and f{uftained by ori-
ginal conftituent powers imrmﬂ]:d on it by
the Deity, and that it is liable 70 change
and diffolution, at his divine pleafure and
will. '

The End of tbe Fifth Chapter,

CHAP,
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CHAP, VL

The Gentoo mammer of computing Time, and
their canception. of the age of the univerfe,
and the period of its diffolution.

[From Bramah’s Chartah Bhade, in the fup-
plement to his Birmahah.]

SIKTY nimicks, or winks of the eye,

make one pull.

Sixty pulls, make one gurree.

Sixty gurrees, make one complete day, or
one day and one night,

Three hundred and fixty-five complete days
and fifteen gurrees make one folar year.

"The Gentoos divide the complete day into
eight parts, to which they give the term
paar, commencing their day at fix in the
morning ;—thus ¢& paar dbeen * equals our
nine in the morning ; duapaar dbeen, our
noon ; feenpaar dbeen, our three afternoon ;
Chaarpaar dbeen, our fix in the evening ;—
the divifions of the night are diftinguifhed
by the word rbaat (night) in place of

# Literally, one partof day.
I3 dbeen,
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dbeen, as ek paar rhaat, equn!s our nine ag
night; and fo on, —————

It is the province of the Bramins in this
country to keep the account of time, and
there is no Gentos of diftinion but retains
in his houfe and on his journeys one of
thefe time keepers, whofe intire bufinefs it is
to rcgulate time, and firike the gurrees as
they pafs, on the Ghong, an extended fheet
of copper, which yields the foand of a
folemn bell.

Bramab meafures fpace or duration of time,
from the creation of the Dumneaboudab, op
univerfe, by the revolutions of the four

Fogues,

Years.
The firlk age, or Sutice Yogue,
contains thirty-two lac years} 3,200,000Q
of valgar time, or
The. fecond age, or Tirta Yo-
gue, fixteen lac, or
The third age, or Duwapaar
Jogue, eight lac, or ~
v The fourth age, or Kolee Fo-
gue, four lag, or

} 1,600,000
} 800,000

} 400,000

6,000,000

Eéurm.-'
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Ehutter (feventy one) revolutions of the four
“fogues make one Munnuntur of vulgar time,
or years 428,000,000,

(The word Munnuntur, is in this place
{irictly applied by Bramab to fpace of time,
but it is by him frequently ufed with a re-
trofpet fignification tosthe a& of creation,
and is fometimes given as an additional name
to Birmah, as Birmabh Munnuab, alluding
to the creation being the refult of thoughe
and meditation ;-——LEL'. word, as we before re-
marked in a marginal note, fprings from
Mon, or Mun, thought, refle@ion; Munnos
Logue, the people of thought, or contem-
plation,—The compilers of the Aughtorrab
Bhad: derive the word Mummntur from
Munnuab ot Munnssab, whom (by perverting
the fenfe of Bramab) they make to be the
fabulous perfonal offspring of Birmab, and
report mighty feats of his prowefs in war,
againft Ma:/aficr, and his adherents.)

When Bramah defcended to promulge
the written law and commands of the Eter-
nal oxE to the Gentoss, he at the fame time
(namely, the beginning of the prefent
Kolee Fogue *) declared, * fram the regifiers

* Vide Introduftion to the fourth chapter,
14 o
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of Surgo, that the Dunneaboudah, was then
entering into the eighth revolution of the
four Yogues, in the fecond Munnuntur;®
confequently, according to Bramab's account,
(and if our calculation be right) the precife
age of #his, and the other fourteen planets
of the univerfe, amounted to, at that period,
four hundred and fikty eight millions of years,
And if we fubftraét the 4866 years, which
have elapfed fince the defcent of Bramab,
we fhall find the remainder of the Kole
Fogue will be 359,134 years; at the ex-
piration of which, Bramab pronounced and
prophecied, that the patience and forbearance
of the Eternal oNe would be withdrawn
from the delinquent Dibeab, and deftruétion
by fire fall upon the eight regions of pu-
nithment, purgation and probation +.

In the fupplement to his Birmanaw,
Bramab likewife taught, that the Bodoon
of Murte, had undergone #hree remarkable
changes, and would undergo three more,
before its final “diffolution in common with
the other feven Boboons ; but he fpecifies not
of what natare thofe changes were, or would
be;—he alfo declares, « that after o long
¢ Jpace, a_fecond new creation will tabe places
“ but of what kind, or on what principles it

+ Vide towards the clofe of the fifth feion.

' ‘ “* would
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#¢ awould be confirutied, was only known to the
<« ETERNAL oONB,"

The caufe of the fuperftitious veneration
paid by the Gentoos to the numericals one
and TurEE has, we conceive, been obvious
to the difcerning reader as he travelled thro’
thefe fheets.—It is remarkable, that a Gen-
too never gives or receives an obligation for
an even fum; if he borrows or lends a
hundred, a thoufand, or ten thoufand ru.
pees, the obligation runs for a hundred and
one, a thoufand and ome, ten thonfand and
gne, &c. The Mabommedans, in conformity
only, have generally adopted this cuftom;
hence it was, that the revenues ftipulated
to be paid annually by Ssujab Kban into
the royal treafury, were one khorore, one lac,
one thoufand, one hundred, and one rupee, °

The End of the Sixth Chapter.
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CHAP VI
Of the Gentos Fuffs, and Feflivals, &c.

[From the Chatah and Aughtorrah Bhade
Shaltahs. ] .

INTRODUCTION.

AE the Gentgo year begins the firlt of

April, we will trace their holy days
as they fall in turn from that day, premifing
that the word Oupgfs fignifies a faft, Pur-
rup_ a fealt, and Poojab worfhip, but when
accompanied with an offering, it is then
called Birto Posjab.— Poojab is allo fome-
ti &ues ufed to fignify the altar on which they
offer.

The Gentoo holy days are guided by the
courfec and age of the moon, and generally
take their denomination from that, or from
the religious duties that are enjoined on thofe
particular days, and fometimes from both.

6 Their
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Their offerings confift of fruits, fome par-
ticular facred plants and flowers, powdered
fogar, falt, meal,and different kinds of grain,

Firft Holy Day. Qupofs.

Oxnury Tertea, falls on the #hird
day of the new moon in April, and is de-
dicated to the giving alms and benefations
to the Bramins, as the word Okbuij im |
—This day is alfo ordained for making thie A,
Gentoo pickle called Koffindee, made only on
this day, by the wives of the Bramins ; it
is compofed of green mango's, tamarind,
muftard feed, and freth muftard feed oil $
it is deemed a holy pickle, and the only one
the Gentoos ufe with their foed,

Second. Oupafs.
Poornemre +, falls on the full moon
in April, and is firi¢tly ordained for wafh-
ing and purifying in the river Ganges, and
for diftributing charity.

Third. Oupof Posjab—Purrup.
Orun || SusTer, falls on the fixth day
of the new moon in May, and is dedicated May.
to the goddefs Suffee, the goddefs of gene-

+ Parak, full.
| Orsn, the merming flary often ufed to exprefs the
dawn of day,

ration,
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ration, who is worthipped when the morning
flar appears, or at dawn of day, for the
propagation of children, and to remove
barrennefs.—On this day prefents are ufu-
ally made by the parents to their {ons in

law, and the day ends with a purrup or
fealt.

Fourth. Purrup, at night Poojab.

Dussarran, as the word imports, falls
on the tenth day of the new moon in May ;
it is dedicated to the God Gunga, the God
of the Ganges, who is fabled to have arrived
on earth en this day of the moon, and in
this month—it is alfo dedicated to the God-
defs Moonfbee Tagooran *, Goddefs of fnakes,
and fabulous daughtﬂr of Sieb,

Fifth. Oupofi- Pagjab.

Poorngmee falls on the full moon in
May, and is dedicated to Faggernaut, (fy-
nonimous with Biffuce.) Thisday is otherwifa
called from the duty enjoined on it, the §i-
nan +, “}"a.f!ra:t or general wafbing in the
Ganges—-apd it is almolt incredible to think
the immenfe multitude of every age and fex
that eppears on both fides of the river,

® Tagoaran, priellels, fometimes goddefs.

1- Siman, bathi

1 Faitra, lllﬁgﬁf lignifies & donce of many.

' throughout
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throughout it’s whole courfe, at one and
the fame time,

Sixth. Oupefi-Purrup. .

RuoTr JATTRA, falls on the fecond

day of the new moon in Yune ; itisdedicated

to Yaggernaut and Byzma.-—Dn this day

the Rbutt, or trinmphal car of Faggernaut, "
is carried forth about a mile, refls, and 15
returned on the ninth day of the moon.—
From the feventh day of the moon to the

tenth, both inclufive, is the UMBOOBISSEE ; June
during which fpace, the earth is left to
ber purgations, and neither plough, fpade,
or any other inftrument of tillage, permitted
to moleft her—The term UMBOOBISSEE,
which needs no further explanation, is ap-
plied towomen under the famecircumflances.

Seventh. Oupofs.

Svon + Exxapussee, as the laft word
imports, falls on the eleventh day of the
new moon in Fune, and is a folemn faft.
'r?aggrmaﬂ: (or " Biffnoo) is fabled to Sfleep for
~ur_months;—which only fignifies that
the rainy feafon about this time fetting in for
four months, the care of Biffnoo (the pré-

$ Syem, fleep, repafle. :
ferver)
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ferver) is fufpended, as immaterial, the raing

fecuring their crops of grain,

Eighth. Oupofs,
PoorNEMEE, as the word imports;, falls
on the full moen in “Fune, and i dedicated
to wathing in the Ganges, and charity to the
Bramins,

Ninth. = Oupofs.
Duapusske, as the word fignifies;, falls

= on the fwlfth day of the new moon in

July, and is devoted to wathing in the
Ganges, and giving alms, |

Tenth. Oupofs-Purrup,

ErkADUSsEE, TERrRADUSSEE, Crowra-
nussee and Poornemre, the eleventh,
thirteenth, fourteenth, of the new moon in
July, to the Poornemes or full inclufive,
are dedicated to the Jolna Fattra of Kife
Jen Tagaor ; but thefe are not directed by the
Skaflab, and are only obferved by the Gen-
foos of the Kettery tribe,

Eleventh, Oupofs. |

" JorMo + OtsToomex falls on'the eighth
day after the full, or twenty-third day of

t Forms, nativity,
the
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the moon in Yuly, and is dedicated to the
birth of Kiff'n Tagoor, who is fabled to
have then defcended for the deftruétion of

Kunhfoo Rajab, a famous Eﬁﬁw and tyrdnt.
1t is obferved as a folemn falt. e
Twelfth, Purrup.

Lukee + Posjab falls on the firft ‘i’!m:gl
day in thé month of Augufi; fhe is the
Gentoo Goddefs' of all kinds of grain, and 5,
fabled to be the wife of Bifino, the preferver ;
fhe is worfhipped at this time on the coming
in the Paddy, the name given to rice in the
hufk.—Thé day concludes with a feaft

Thirteenth.  Purrap,
UsnoxTo BirTo, falls on the fourteenth
day of the moon in Auguff, and is dedicated
to Bifinso with the epithet of Unnints, ot
the unknown ; an cffering of grain is made
to him, and the day concludes with a
fealt,

Fourteenth. Oufiofs.

Arunpau Poojan falls on the thirtieth
day of Augu/fl, and is dedicated to Moonflee
Tagooran (the feminine of Tagoor) Goddefs’
of fnakes. The precife interpretation of
Arandab we haye loft, and will not impofe

4 Luke, plenty, affluence.

on
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on our readers.—Although this day is a faft,
it ends in a feaft of the zew rice, Ebi!ai
early, and eaten cold; to which effential
circumftance we think the word Arundab;
given to this Pogjab, alludes ; but we arg
not pofitive, '

Fiftceenth, Purrup.

Drucan Poojau falls on the feventl -
day of the new moon in Seprember, and
continues the ecighth and ninth. The
cighth is obferved as a faft by thofe who
have no children.—T%/s is the grand general
fealt. of the Gentoos, ufually vifited by all
Eurgpeans, (by invitation) who are tréated
by the proprictor of the feaft with the
fruits and flowers in feafon, and are enter-
tained every evening whilft the feaft lafts,
with bands of fingers and dancers—This
Goddefs is the firlt in rank dnd dignity, and
the moft a&tive of all the fabulous deities of
the Aughtorrab Bbade, and is ftiled the
wife of Sieb, the defiroyer, the third of the
three primarycreated beings. She is as often
ftiled Bowannee 4, as Drugab 1 ; and fre-
quently Bowannee Drugab: the caufe of her

«defcent is thus derived :—God having ap-

pointed Endecr || and his defcendants uni-

t Prfeocting. * 1§ Firtues | Goodnefi- -
L+
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verfal Rajaks of the world, the appointment:

was illy brooked by Muifafier *; he there-

upon drew together hisadherents, and waced'

war againft Endeer and his defcendants, who
were at latt in the Duapaar Fogue obliged
to fly, and leave the government of the
world to Mbifafoer ; which proved the
fource of ravages, murders, and confufion,
—Endeer, and his few adherents, were
confined to a fmall portion: of the world,
from whence, in compallion to mankind,
they with piety and humility petitioned the
three primary created beings to implore
the Eternal oNE to redrels the grievances
refulting from the ufurped power of Moifa-
Jfoor.—The three beings interceded, and ob-
tained permiffion that Bowannee Drugch
fthould defcend on the earth, for the deflruc=
tion of Moifafior and his adherents, which
the Gentoos are taught to believe the will
in the end effe®, and finally reftore the
government of the world to Endeer and his
defcendants, according to the firft intention
of the Eternal one. Hence was the Dru-
gab Pogab inftituted, during which the
Supreme Being is invoked, through her me-
diation, to haften that wilhed-for period —
The allegory in the foregoing recital is fo
plain by a reference to the marginal notes,
* Euil,

Part I1. K that

P —
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that we will not affront the underftanding
of our readers by offering an explanation,
although we fhall illuftrate it further when
we give a particular interpretation of the
plate N° 2.

*  Sixteenth. Purrup,

DussuMEE, or the tenth day of the new
moon in September, when the image of
Druean is caft into the Ganges, with the
univerfal acclamations of the' people, and is
faid to be retorned to her hufband Sieb. Pa-
rification by wathing in the Ganges on this
day is flrictly enjoined,

Seventeenth.  Oupofs.

Lukee Poojan falls on the full moon
in September, on which fhe is worfhipped
all night, during which nothing is drank
but the water of the coco nut.

Eighteenth. Oupgfs.

KArrExA, Kalkee or Kallte Poojab, (for
they are fynonimous) falls on the hft day
of the moon in Seprember. This goddefs is
worfhipped all ‘the night of that day uni-
verfally, but in a more particular manner at
Kallee Ghbar, about three miles fouth of Cal-
cutfa; an ancient Pagoda dedicated to her
there, ftands clofe to a fmall breok, which
is
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is by the Bramins deemed to be the original
courfe of the Ganges.——The parts of the
Gentoo Goddefs (like the parts of fome mo-
dern faints) are worthipped in various parts
of Indoflan, her eyes at Kallee Ghar, her
head at Banaras, her hand at Bindoshund ;
but where the remains of her are diftributed
has efcaped our memory * —She takes her
name from her ufual habiliment, which is
black, and is frequently called the Jack God-
defs ; Kallee is the common name for ink.—
She is fabled to have{prung, completelyarmed,
from the eye of Drugab, at a time when fhe
was hard preffed in battle by the tyrants of
the earth +-. On this faft, worfhip and
offerings are paid to the manes of deceafed
anceflors. Befides the laft mentioned annual
cuftom, every Gentao keeps the anniverfary
of their father’s death, in fafting and wor-
fhip to his manes, which is called Baap 4a
Surraad.—Itis woithy remark (by the bye)
that in all Devonfbire, the word Kallee ex-
_prefles black or fmut: why the fame com-
bination of letters fhould convey the fame
idea to people fo far removed from each
other, we leave the curious to account for.
% Plate N© 3.

+ The various heads which appear fcattered over
the plate, fignify the many tyrants and monfters the
flew in conjunctionwith Drugak,

1 Sacred 1o the fatber.

K 2 Nine-
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‘Nincteenth.  Purrup

Raas ¥ JarTra, falls on the full
moon in Oé&feber, and is continued to the
feventeenth of themoon; it is dedicated to G/~
Jen Tagoor Ketfry—This feaft is univerfally
obferved, but in 2 moft cxtrac:-rdmary man-
ner celehratcd at Bindoobund, in comme-
moration of a marvellous event which 1s
fabled to have happened in the neighbour-
hood of that place.—A number of virgins
met to celebrate, in mirth and fports, the
defeent of Kiffen||: in the heighth of their
joy, the God appeared amongft them, and
propofed to them a dance, to which they
objefled, as rthy were many, and be but
one; to obviate this objeion, he divided
hlmf-:lf' into as many Kiffens as there were
virging, who im mrdntcl}' entered into a ¢iren-
lar dance with them, as reprefented in the
plate N9 4. In the centre circle be is repre-
fented franding in a difengaged attitude, at-
tended by the nymphs Nundee and Bring-
bee (joys and fports) who are making him
offerings of flowers and fruits.

Twentieth, Oupafs.

Kartig Pogiab falls on the laft day of
the moonin Ofober.—This divinity is fabled
to be the youngeft fon of Moijoor (or Sieh)

1 A crde. I EFlate N9 4 e

and
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and Drugab; be is worlhipped on this day
by thofe who have not been blefled with
children, and man and woman are enjoined
a ftrict faft, The word Karsik, {irictly
means confecration, hence this divinity is faid
to be the invilible guardian, and fuperinten-
dant of the Gentoo Pagoda:. The word alfo
fometimes fignifies bolinefs. The month of
Oclober tikes its name from him, becaule
in this month the Pagedas are generally con-
fecrated. .

Twenty-ficlt.  Purrup.

Novonp + is celebrated on the firft"
lucky Thurfiay in November, on the firft
coming in of the new grain of the fecond Eﬂ_ﬂmi
crop ; the Jucky Thurfday is fixed in a con-""
fultation of Bramins, and isa general feafk,

Twenty-fecond. - Oupofs- Purrup.

Lvkee Poojan falls on the firlt Thur/-
day in the month of December, on getting
in all the mew harvelt, when this favorite
Goddefs of the Gentoes receives a folemn Decem-
. thankfgiving for all the bleffings of theb=
_ ¥year; the day is paffed in fafting, worthip,
walhing and purifying in the Ganges; at '
night they feaft. '

+ New rige,

K3 Twenty-,
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Twenty-third, Purrup.

Luker Poojan SaNkrRanTEE * fills
on the laft day in December, when this
Goddefs is again worfhipped as on the laft
mentioned holy-day, excepting the faft, On
this day bread is difiributed in alms, ac-
cording to every one’s ability.

Twenty-fourth. Purrup,

Sexrez Puncuemer falls oh the fifth
day of the new moon in January, and is
dedicated to Surfuttee 3, the Gentoo God-
defs of arts, and letters.—She is fabled to
be the daughter of Bismab and Birmaenee.
The Koyt Coff, or tribe of writers, are
prohibited the ufe of pen and ink on this
feftival, whrch are confecrated to her for the

day, and a ceffation is put to bufinefs of
every kind —Seerce fignifies fortune, fic-
¢sfs, ‘and is the firf word of every epiftolary
correlpondence in the Gentoo language.

Twenty-fifth. Birto.
Orux Oopes, || SupriMEE, fallson the
feventh day of the ‘new moon in Fanunary,
and is called Sasrjee Posjab, or worfbip to the

. En.-r-iré:mﬂgnii_i:a the laft day in every month,

1 lrvention, contrivance, in Uy, pemius,
U Rifig of the dowm, L

Jurn;
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fun 5 to whom offerings are made of peculiar
\ flowers in the Ganges.

Twenty-fixth. Oupofs.

Baim Exapussee falls on the eleventh
day of the new moon in fanuary; the day
is dedicated to Kiffer, and commemorates
the abftinence of Bbim, o voracious Eater,
who fafted on this day ; he is called the
brother of *udiftecn. Bhbim is the common
name of reproach for a Gluttsn, but who
this Judifieen is, or what the occult meaning
and real fignification of this faft, has flipped
our memory, and we will not fubftitute any
interpretation that is not warranted by our
materials, or from our certain and clear
knowledge.

Twenty-feventh, Oupafs.
PoorNEMEE, or the full moon in Fanuary,
is dedicated to Biftnoo, the cherifber ——
Fafting, wathing and alms.

Twenty-cighth.  Oupofs.
SresRATEER, Chowturduffee, or the four-
teenth after the full, falls on the twenty-
pinth day of the moon in anuary, and is
dedicated to Sieh, the deflroyer, who is wor=
{hipped with fafting, offerings, and prayer,
oll the night, as the additional rateer annexed
to the title of this holy-day imports.
K ¢ Twenty-
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Twenty-ninth.  Oupafs.

Govinpussee falls on the twelfth day
of the moon in February, and is dedicated
to Biffnco the comforter, as the word Govin,
or tewtndu fignifies, and is one of the man
appellatiyes given to the fecond of the three
primiry created perfons, and he is worfhipped
on this day with fafting, prayer, &c.

Thirtieth, Purrup.

Dovre + JarTrA flls on the Pornemee
or full moon in February, and is facred to
Kiffin: Tagoor. On this feaft day it is that
the Ge toos caft the powder of a certain red
flower, called Faaz, on all they meet ; but
whence this cuftom, or for what caufe this
feaft was firft inftituted, has efcaped us.

Thirty-firfl. Qupafs,
—BARRANEE JaTTRA, Or Modse Kifina
Tiraduffee (the thirteenth afier the full) falls
on the twenty-cighth day of the moon in
February: if this falls on a Saturday, it is
called “Barranee, and if the flar Sateo Biffab
15 thenon the meridiap, it is called Mabab
Barrance; and again, if the flar Soabo Fogue
18 in conjunétion with Satgs Biffab, it is

+ Enfz. a1 ldrr:;. : : - U
fens, Kidlny'a i iffza, bu
pll?l.:dt -lfdifuu;!; 'a.tt:fbu?::.nmm i
oy & then
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then called ® Mababh Mabab Barrance.
Thefe conjunétions are uncertain, but
when they happen, it is deemed a moft
holy day, and is obferved by univerfal
purification in the Ganges, and worthip and
offerings to Saorjee, or the fun. Tt fell out
lat on the twenty-cighth of February,
1759.—As we have loft the precife mean-
ing and etymology of the word Barranee,
and confefs ourfelves ignorant of the aftro-
nomy of the Bramins, we will not attempt
an explanation of this faft.

Thirty-two. Oupofs- Purrup.
Lukee Poojam falls on the firlt Thur/~
day in March, when this goddefs is wor-March
thipped univerfally, and thanked for all the
produétions of the earth, all being brought
forth by this time,

Thirty-feccond Purrup.
‘Durgau Pogab, and Bhafuntee § Poojab,
falls on the feventh day of the new moon
in March, and continues the cighth, ninth
and tenth—on the laft, her image is calt into
the Ganges. This feaft is infhituted for the

- & Mofl great, ; .
t The end, final, emclyffve, alluding to this being

the laft fealt of the year, preceding the Gentso Lent.
{ame
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fame purpofes as the other grand one, but
not with that parade and univerfality.

Thirty-third. Oupofs.

S1eB, or Sumnmias * Poojab, is from the
firlt to the thirtieth of March, with only
a fhort fufpenfion during the term of the
Durgab Poojababove-mentioned—The Sun-
nias Pogjab, is the Gentoo Lent ; their penan-
ces, mortifications, and /£)f corporal punifh-
ments, have been fo often defcribed, we
will not particularize any of them. The
Churruck 4, or day of Jwinging, falls on
the thirtieth. From this penance the three
cafts, or tribes, of Bramins, Bydees ¥, and
Koyts, are exempted by the Aughtorrab
Bbade ; and, in fa&t, none but the very loweft
of the people go through any of the pub-
lick penances; but, every caft fafts and
worlhips the twenty-ninth, the day preced-
ing the Churruck.—This {olemn faft is dedi-
cated to Sieb, or Moideb, or Meifser, the
Mutilator, and averter of evil; through
whom, at this feafon, the Eternal oxg is
mvoked, to defend them from the influence
of Moifafoor and his adherents, and avert

% Punitenss, + Literally fignifies a #Fhel—
but the circle which the penitent defcribes in (wing-
wie reund has given it this app-llation.

I Hysa, the wibe that profefs the praflice of

the
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the final doom pronounced againft the de~
3 linquent Debtab.

There isa feftival inftituted to Rbaam, the
protedor, which is entitled the Ruaam
JaTTRrA, but the precife time of it’s cele-
bration we have utterly forgot—Rbaam is
another of the multitude of names, or rather
attributes, given to Biffos, the preferver.,

How far the origin of the fafts, feftivals,
terms, &c. of the Egyptians, Greeks and
Latins, may be traced from the Chatab and
Augbtorrab Bbade Shaflabs, we fubmit
and recommend to the elucidation of our
learned readers, who will be the better en-

abled to make fuch an enquiry from what
follows. -

Explanation of the Plate or Reprefentation
of the Gentoos grand feaf? of the Drugab.

Plate N° 2,

The reprefentation of the Drama in this
grand Genfoo feaft will, we doubt not, appear
genuine to many thoulands now in England,
as it is a fight that few who have vifitad
Bengall have not indulged themfelves with ;
and we may take the liberty of faying, that
but very few amongft the multitude who

have
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have feen it could form the fmalleft judg-
ment of it's imiemtion or fignification ; to
thefe, therefore, we flatter ourfelves jt will
afford fome pleafure, the having a fubject
explained to them, on which they have
often looked with pity and amazement !
becaufe they did not underftand it— The
intention of this fealt we have already given
in it’s proper place, towhich the reader may
advert, under the title of Drugab Pogjab
N® 15, and fhall now proceed to the ex-
planation of the chicf perfonages in the plate.

The center and principal figure is Dru-
Gan or Virtue ; (he is reprefented, with ten
erms, defcending on a dragon—myftically
fhewing the power and irrefiflable force of
wirtue, when exerted with vigor.—She is
crowned, one of her hands is armed with a
fpear, and fhe is environed with a fnake—
with another hand (he binds Moaifafoor (or
Eyil) with a_frake, and kills him by thruft-
ing her fpear through his lears, thereby
implying that Virtue’s fafeft and fureft guard
againft vice or evi/ is wifdom, of which the
Jnake, as before obferved, is the fymbol,—
The battles * faid to have been fought be-
tween Endeer +, and Moifafoor 1, in which
the latter generally proved victarigus, with-

* Vide Drugab Pesjab, fifteenth,

4 Goad, T Euil. 3

- C il
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out the affitance of Drugab Bowarnee, or
perfeuering wirtue, implies that miral evi/
can only be fuccefsfully combated therewits.
—The ravages, murders, and confufion,which
are faid to be the confequences in the world
of the flight of Endeer and viftory of Moi-
fafoor *, emblematically fignify the fatal
and natural effe@s of vice or evil triom-
phant, which muft neceffarily be attended
with deftru&ive fcenes of violence.—Hence,
Muifafeor is fabled to have transformed
himfelf, after his vi&ory, into a mad bujfila,
the fymbol of ungovernable rage, whofe head
is feen in the annexed plate lying at the feet
of Drugab. — Although Daifafoor in the
plate appears to be flain by Drugab, yetthis
act is only a prophetic reprefentation of the
death and deftru&tion he will in the end
{uffer by her hand, when Endeer (hall be
reftored, and Gosd be predominant in the
world again and triumph over Moifafoor or
“Evil.—Endeer being appointed by God uni-
verfal Rajah of the world, myilically points
“out his benevolent intentions, that it fhould
be governed by goodnefs and piety, and the
allegory is as obvious where Motfafoor ®
faid slly to brook the appointment .

On the right of Drugab are reprefented
the figures of Sieh, her hufband, and of

s Vide Drugab Pegjab. t Vide Drugab Posjah.
2 Lutkees



( 142 )
Lutee, the goddefs of graip.—8jes is fitting
on a white bull, the fymbol of purity and
dominion ; he is environed with a fnake,
holding in one hand a Dumbsor +, and in
the other a Singee T, mufical flruments in
ule at all the Genros feftivals ; allegorically
pointing eut that Wifdom is the moft chfec-
tual averter of evil, apd that mirth, joyand

gladnefs, are the patural effe@s of it's being
averted from us,

The goddefs Lukee is reprefeated fland-
ing in an eafy attitude; the is crowned with
cars of grain, and is encircled by a plant
bearing fruit, which pafics through both her
hands, the root of which is under her feet;
the (as all the fuperiour Genzop divinities are)
is environed by'a fnake.——The meaning

conveyed by this figure is fo obvious it needs
no explanation.

Underneath the figure of Sieb is repre-
fented the divinity named Guunnis ||.—
He has no peculiar day of worfhip inftituted
in honor of him, for this manifeft reafon,
becaule all the addrefles, offerings and wor-

ip, which are ‘made to the fupreme, and
fuperior beings, are preferred through his
mediation, and promoted by a prior offering

t-A fraall drwm, 1 A mufical born.
I Farity, or fincerity of heart,

and



{ 143 )

and worfhip paid to him ; {fo that he may

be properly ftiled the Gad of offerings—te

is fabled to be the firft born of Moifoer (or

Sieh) and Drugab; all worfhi and offerings
being made through him, mylgicaiiy fignifies.
that purity and Jincerity of beart mult be

the fource from whence the Deity is invos
ked—He is reprefented with four arms, fit- -
ing on an altar, environed with a fnake, and
with the head of a white elephbant, the fym-
bols of purity, riches and dsminion ot firength,
which, the Gentoss fay, includes every
blefiing, and cannot be juftly and properly
acquired but by pure and fincere adts of
devotion to God, and good waorks to man
and his fellow creatures—His four arms
are only reprefentative of thepower, force and
¢fficacy of fincerity in worthip and prayer-

On the left of Drugab is reprefented the
figure of Surfuttee, the Gentoo Goddels of
arts, letters and eloquence, fo fully deferibed
under the feaft called Seeree Punchurmiee
(twenty-fourth.) In the plate, fhe appears
environed with a fnake, ftanding in a care-
lefs, difengaged pofture, holding in her
hands a2 reed, of which the writing pefls
are ufually made.

On the left of Surfuttee is reprefented
the idol of Ruaam, the protettor of em-
1 pires,
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pires, flates, and property, alreadyexplained #,
—In the plate, he is figured crowned, ep-
circled with a fnake, and riding upon a
smonkey; in bis left hand he holds g bow,

- and is reprefented in the attitode of having
)ui’f dilcharged an arrow from it. To under-
«~1tand this reprefentation, a fhort hiftorical
+  rtecital becomes neceflary.—Rbaaboon + the
fubvertor of empires, ftates and praperty, is

' cver contrafted with Rbaam in the courle of
the Aughtorrab Bhad: Shaflab—This prime
agent of Moifafior is fabled to have run
away with Srtaee 1, the wife of Rbaam ,
and for the recovery of her, that book ex-
hibits a lon g detail of furious battles fought
between Rbaam and Rbaaboon with various

- fuceefs ; myftically painting the contentions
that ever have {ubfifted in the world touch-
ing émpires and Property, in general, Under

" thefe the ancient hiftory of Tudsflan and it's
Rajabs is obfeurcly couched—In one of
the moft bloody of thefe battles, Rbaam
being fore prefled, was obliged to call in as

an aoxiliary, Heonmbon Prince of the mon-
Aeys, by whofe affiftance he routed Rbaaboon
and recovered his wife—Sizhes; implying
only, that lawlef; firce, muft be fometimes

_ * Vide explanation of the Tirtab Forue, or fecond
- age, chap. 4. - '
t Lawiefs vislence, 1 Literally, progersy,
combated
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combated with craft, policy, and ftratagem,
of which the monkey throughout Indoflan is
the known emblem.—The laft mentioned
battle is reprefented in the plate number 5.
where Rbaam appears ingeged with Rbaa-
boon, and the attitude of Rbaam (in the
plate of the Drugal) as having difcharged
the fatal arrows from the back of the mon-
key, alludes to zkar battle: in the plate
N® ;. Rbaam is fopported by his bro-
ther Lukkon, or fortitude, each encircled
with fnakes; and Rbaabeon (as he generally
is) is reprefented with ten arms, and as
many heads of monfters, which intimate
the force of lawlefs tyranny and power,
Although the emblematic fenfe of the mon-
key is fo obvious, yet the crafty Bramins
have eftablithed a belief that Rbgam trans-
formed himfelf into, and is always prefent
under that form ; the people fwallowed the
delufion in a literal fenfe, and it is upon this
principle, that numerous colleges of Bramins
are fupported by the people for the main-
tainance of thofe animals, near the graves
where they ufually refort ; one of them is
at dmboab in the neighbourhood of Culna,
on the Ganges.—1In the time of the Rbaam
Yattra the Bramins exhibit a kind of thea-
trical mafque, wherein the many fiights,
and efcapes of Sitdee, and the various ftra- |
tagems of Rbeaboon to retain her, and of

Part 1I. L Rhbaam
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Rhbaam to recover her, with the final battle,
which gave him the repofiefion of her, are
all thrown into aftion, and the dialogue
taken from the Aughtorrab Bhade Shaflab.
We have been frequently prefent at  this
theatrical exhibition, and received much plea-
fure and amufement; one circumftance at
the conclufion is worth mentioning—when
Rbaam had recovered his wife Sithes, he
refufes to cohabit with her, until the has
given fome fignal proof, that fhe had fuffered
no contamination, or violation, during ‘her
abode with Rbaaboon ; on which (by an in-
genious piece of machinery) fhe paffes thro’
a fire, comes out unhurt, and then Rbaam
with raptures, receives her to his arms.

Below the idol of 'Rfzam on the plate of
the Drugab, is that ‘of Kartik; for the ex-
planation of this faft; fie nomber twenty-
four.—He is reprefented, armed at all points
for war, and riding on'a peacock, the Gentoo
fymbol of pride and offentation, intima'tingl
that thofe qualities and vices of 'the min
muft be fubdued, as being previoufly necef=
fary to the approach and admiflion into their
Pagodas 5 he is armed a5 a guardian, capable
of defending from violation the divinity with-

in, wherever there is a congregation of idols, |
in a Tagoor Bharree ®, his idol is placed

* Liteally a baufe for divinities.
at

{
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at the door.—A Gentes had within our me-
mory an only fon dangeroufly ill of a fever,
he paid folemn worfhip, vows and offerings,
for his recovery, not only to the goddefs of
Jevers, but to all the other Gods, and God-
defles befides—His fon died—the father,
frantic with grief and defpair, fallied out
before day, broke open a Tagoor Bharree
in a buzsar fouth of the town of Calcusta,
where Karti# being off his guard and mingled
with the other divinities—he cut all their
heads off; his intention was to have pro-
ceeded round the town (as he confefled on
examination) a2nd to have decollated eve
God in all the Tagosr bharries of the place,
but the fecond he came to, Kartié was
upon his guard at the door, and prefenting
his dart at him, brought him to his fenfes,
and providentially {aved the reft of his bro-
ther divinities.

Below the figures of Lukee and Surfuttee
ftand the reprefentation of two divine nymphs,
Nundee joy, and Bringee fports; they are
both encircled by fnakes, implying, that
joy and fports at all their feftivals, fhould
be circumferibed by prudence and wifdon:.

. On the right between Siebh and Ghunnis,
is reprefented a boat, in which Nundee and
Bringee are carrying Drugab to her hui-

L2 band
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band Sieb, after the had been caft into the
Ganges; and in the copartment oppofite be-
tween the figures of Rbaam and Kartik,
are reprefented two nymphs in a kind of
threatning pofture, advifing him to take
better care of Ais wife another time, and
keep her at home.

In the centre of the arch is reprefented
Surfuttee and four female attendants, one
prefenting to her the palmira leaf, the ori-
ginal paper, another a piece of wax, the
third an ink ftand, the fourth a pen, the
ufe of which are all interdicted on her fef-
tival, and made an offering to her.——The
two end co ents Kallre and Drugab,
each engaged with two giants tyrants of the
earth.—The other divifion of the arch, al-
lvde to different paffages of the Aughtorrab
Bbade, which have efcaped our memory.

End of the Explanation of plate N° 2,

As we referve the eighth chapter or gene-
ral head, namely, ** the differtation on the
metempfychofis,” for a third and /aff part
of this work, there remains nothing more to
clofe this chapter, but to add a fhort recital
of the genealogy of the Gentoo divinities, on
which fubje&t, as our materials are few, we'
(hall pot, we fear, afford any great fatisfac-
tion to the curious, as we are confined to

the
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the progeny of Birmab and Birmanee only.
The fabulous legend of the Aughtorrab
Bhade fays, :

That God created #hree females, or aflo-
ciates, for the three primary cteated Beings.
To Birmab he gave Birmaanee, to Bijlnoo
Lukee, and to Sieh Bowannee Drugab.

That to Birmab and Birmangee were
born two fons, the eldeft named Kujfiebmus-
#os, the youngeft Dookee Rajab ; the cldelt
was governed by a pious and laudable {pirit,
the youngeft by a vicious and turbulent one.

Dookee Rajab had a daughter (but how
he came by her the legend fayeth not)
named Dithee, whom he married to his
brother Kuffiehmunnso, and fhe brought him
a fon, whom he called ENDEER; he and
his defcendants, after the example of their
father Kufficbmunnoo, were truely virtuous,
and obfervant of the laws of God, com-
municated to them by Birmab and Bir-
maanee.

Deokee Rajab had a fecond daughter,
whom he called Odithee, who was allo
married to Kuffiebmunnoo, and fhe likewife
brought him a fon, who was named Mot-
sasoor ; he and his defcendants, after the
example of their grandfather Dookee Rajah,

flighting

=
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flighting the Precepts of Birmab and Biy.
maanee, became abandoned o cvery wige,
and contemners of the laws of God.

All the benefit thae accrues from the
foregoing fhort recital of the progeny of
Birmab and Birmaanee, is, - that thus we
find in Endeer, and Moifafoor, the roots
from whence the dorine of tWo contending
principles in nature, Good and Eif, {prung ;
thit this was the ground-work of all the
doctrines of the Bramins, after they had
lolt fight of the fimple and fublime theology
of the Chartab Bhade of Bramabh, is beyond
all controverfy ; as the whole tendency of
the two later Bhades, exemplify the natural
kiftory of thofe two contending principles
n the buman mind, and the concomitant

- cffe@s, they will have on it, and on the
government of the world, as they alternately
happen to prefide — Henee the unceafing
firuggles and confli@s for fuperiority between
Endeer and Moifafior and their adherents,
which fay the Bramins fubfift to this day ;
fo well founded, was the conjeflure of the
learned and ingenious  Mr, Bayle, touching

(the great antiquity of the origin of the Ma-
necbean doQtine—nor §s it atall im robable,
that arch heretic Manes might have re-
ceived fome notions of this doirine from
the tenets of the Bramins, which he per-

verted
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verted to the worlt and moft dangerous
rpofes and opinions :—on the contrary the
fimplicity, with which the:doltrine is pro-  ~
fefled by the Gentoos, has in it's felf (but
atherwifé in iv’s confequences) no fuch ma- J
nifeft tendency; although by their adherence [
to §, they feem utterly to forget the confi-
detion of their original exiftence and de-
limuency, and the merciful caufe of their
elablithment, in the eight Bobons of pu-
jhmcm and probation, as well as the laws
d injun&ions of their prophet Bramab,
obvioufly refts the reftoration and fal-
tion of the offending Debtab, upon fwe
ple and ‘plain conditions, & fincere penitent -
sproffion of their original delinguency ; and an I
tomement by good wcorks, accerding to the powers. <
bf exertion, wwbich God gnnexed to their animal
orms.—But'ic is not at all to be wondered
at, that they fhould thus lofe fight of their
ariginal fin and defeCtion, as well as the
means laid down for their falvation ; when
the very fpirit of the fafts and feftivals, and
whole condué of the drama of the Chatab,
and Augbtorrab Bhades, dre relitive only to !
the gverting the evils of their prefent ex-
/ itence, without the fmallelt retrolpet !

~theic_firlt tranfgreffion, or the means of
{ - atoning for it—This is the fituation of the
bulk ‘of the people of Indoffan, as well as
of the modern Bramins ; among(t the latter,

sl 5 if
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iIf we except onc in a thoufand, we give
them over mealure; the confequence from
thefe' premifes are obvious—the Genfoos in
Lenmeral, are as degenerate, crafty, fuperfti-
tious, litigious and wicked a people, as any
race of beings in the koown world, if not:
cminently more fo, efpecially the common rin
af the Bramins ; and wecan truely aver, t
during zlmoit five years, that we prefided
the judicial cutcherry court of Caleutta, nev
any murder, or other atrocious crime, cam
before us, but it was proved in the end,
Eramin was at the bottom of it : but thep
the rempant of Bramins (whom we havel
before excepted) who feclude themfelves)
from the communications of the bufy world, |
io a philofophic, and religious retirement, and |
ftrictly purfus the tepets and true fpirit of |
the Cheriab Bbade of Bramab, we may with
equal truth and juftice prrnounce, are the
pureft models of genuine piety that now exiff,
or can be found on the face of the earth—
And now, my friends, and moft refpectable
readers, we will, with your permiffion,
adopt one cuftom of the Genfoss, and make
an offering, for fome time at lealt, of our
“pen, ink, and paper, to the goddefs Sur-

EUTTEE.

The Ead of the Second Part /865
-

i AN
Beenham Houfe, Berks,) /4% ©
the 1t of Aug, 1766, .
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