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FOREWORD.

I have great pleasure in writing this Foreword for the
Padumfvati of Malik Mohammad Jaisi, which hasbeen edited
with an '"Etymological Word-Index" by Professor Surya Kanta
Shastri, M. A., M. 0. L., Vidyabhkaskara, Vedantaraina, Vya-
karanatirtha, for the Punjab University Oriental Publication
Series.

The story of Padumavati, the renowned queen of Chitor,
is one of the most glorious episodes in the history of India and
has been told by many writers. There is hardly a Hindu home
throughout the length and breadth of the country, where round
the family hearth are not related the various incidents connec-
ted with the life of the great sati: her birth in the royal palace
of Riji Gandharva Sena of Ceylon; her romantic marriage with
the Sisodia Chief Ratna Sena of Chitor; the perfidy of the
Brahman Raghava who carried tales of her beauty to Ali-ud-
Din Khilji, Sultan of Delhi; the infatuation of the Emperor to
get hold of her and his firm resolve to storm the invincible
citadel of Chitor; the inevitable war between the Mussalmans
and the Hindus; the remarkable discipline and organization of
the Imperial army, and the wonderful feats of gallantry by the
Rajputs in their attempt to defend the last vestiges of their
supremacy and protect the honour of their women; the arrest
of Ratna Sena, his incarceration in Delhi and his release secured
by a bold and clever ruse on the part of his devoted and faith-
ful adherents, Gora and Bidal; the killing of Ratna Sena by the
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treacherous Deva Pala of Kambhalner; the self-immolation of
the Queen on the funeral pyre of her husband; the fall of the
Fort and the triumphal march of the Emperor into the palace
—anxious to realize the dream of his life by meeting the Beauty
of Chitor face to face-but disappointed to find her transform-
ed into a heap of ashes !

Contemporary chronicles naturally contain full and de-
tailed accounts of the principal events connected with the siege
and fall of Chitor. The life-story of Padumdvati, however, has
furnished a fascinating theme to the poet and the patriot, and
numerous are the poems which have been composed and the
songs which have been sung during the last six centuries, des-
eribing her unequalled beauty, her pious devotion to her hus=
band, her supreme anxiety to protect and preserve her virtue,
and her remarkable courage in performing Jauhar without pain
or contrition. Of all these works, perhaps, the most remarkable
is the poem composed in 1540 A. D., in the reign of Emperor
Sher Shah Sari, by Malik Mohammad, a descendant of the well-
known saint Nizam-ud-Din, and a resident of Jais in Ondh. A
pious and devout Mussalman, belonging to the Chishtiya Nizam-
iya sect, well-versed in Islamic theology and tradition, he seems
to have aequired an encyclopaedic knowledge of Hindu mytho-
logy and folklore and a firm grasp of the essentials of Hindu
culture and religion. For this purpose he had devoted several
years to the study of Sanskrit language with renowned Hindu
Pandits, and as is elear from the poem itself, he had obtained
complete mastery over Sanskrit prosody and rhetorie.

Equipped with such intimate knowledge of all that was the
best and noblest in the literature of Islam and Hinduism, the
poet approached the subject with the reverence of a devotee,
and it is not surprising that he succeeded in producing a work,
which is remarkable alike for placing before us a true and faith-
ful account of the various incidents connected with the life-story
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of Padumavati from her birth and childhood in Ceylon to her
death at Chitor, as for preaching the highest lessons of univer-
sal love, self-sacrifice and devotion to duty. Throughout the
poem, whether he is deseribing the unsurpassable bodily charms
of the heroine, or the manly vigour of her husband, or the
might of the Emperor, there is to be found in all that he has
written a touch of spiritualism. Towards the end of the poem,
he has econverted his story into a mystic allegory, taking the
reader from the known into the unknown, the visible into the
invisible, the shadow into the reality, and after describing the
last act in Padumavati'slife and the pathetic scene of the vietori-
ous Emperor looking at the funeral pyre in the palace gates of
Chitor, he asks the pertinent question:—"Where is now that
Ratna Sena, and where that wisdom-bearing parrot ? Where is
that Alau'd-din, the Emperor, and where that Raghava who
told him tales ? Where is that lovely swan Padumavati ? Naught
of them hath remained, but their story. Happy is she whose
fame is like unto hers, The flower may die, but its odour

remaineth for ever !"

A poem of this kind, written by a devout Muslim saint,
deseribing in its true perspective all that is best in Hindu cul-
ture and tradition, deserves to be widely read by the people of
this country in these days of communal strife and bitterness,
breathing as it does a refreshing air of toleration and evincing
a keen desire to realize and appreciate the view-point of others.

While the original poem has got these remarkable chara-
ctertistics, no less valuable is the Edition which Professor Surya
Kanta has brought out. The text of the poem has been revised
after a comparison of all available published versions and
manuscripts and may be regarded as the most authoritative.
The learned Editor has made an analytical study of the first
half of the poem, giving the derivation of each word and show-
ing its relation with kindred Indo-European and Indo-Iranian
languages. This Edition, therefore, possesses great philological
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value, affording as it does a clear view of the successive stages
through which each word has passed, and giving an accurate
idea of what the langunage of Northern 1ndia was in the six-
teenth century. The Index at the end is particularly valuable,
containing as it does, the Sanskrit and Prakrit equivalents of every
word. The whole work discloses great industry and learning,
and, I think, the authorities of the Punjab University as well
as Professor Surya Kanta deserve to be congratulated on this
useful publication.

Lahore, 25th June 1934, TEK CHAND



PREFACE

I need hardly offer an apology for bringing out an edi-
tion of Padumavati in this age of indiscriminate communa-
lism; for this is a book in which a Muslim saint describes one
of the most glorious episodes of Hindu chivalry in a highly
poetic vein,

The story of the poem is simple, Ratansen, the king of
Chitor hears from a talking parrot-that indispensable character
in the romances of mediaeval India-of the great beauty of
Padumadvati; whereupon he journeys to Ceylon as a mendicant
and returns home winning Padumavati as his bride. Ala-
uddin, the sovereign at Delhi also hears of the celebrated
beauty and endeavours to capture Chitor in order to gain
possession of her. He is unsuccessful, but Ratan is taken
prisoner and held as a hostage for her surrender. He is after-
wards released from captivity through the bravery of Gora
and Badal. He then attacks King Devapala, who had made
insulting proposals to Padumavati during his imprisonment.
Devapala is slain, but Ratansen, who had been mortally
wounded, returns to Chitor only to die. His two wives i. e.
Padumavati and Nagamati follow their dead lord and burn
themselves on the funeral pyre. While this is happening,
Alauddin appears at the gates of Chitor, and though the fort
is bravely defended, he captures it.
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Such is the bare outline of the story which the poet by
his visionary imagination, has transformed into the transcen-
dental theme of the journey of the soul after its beloved, God.
As we read the venture of the love-sick mendicant to Lanka
in quest of Padumavati, we are irresistibly reminded of the
famous pilgrimage of birds to Simurgh, so beautifully set forth
by Attar in his Mantiqu't Tayr. For like Attar the Malik isa
confirmed Sufi and considers Chitor as nothing but the Body
of man, Ratan as the Soul, the parrot as the Guru, Paduma-
vati as Wisdom, Raghava as Satan, and Alauddin as Delusion.
He thus carries us from the known into the unknown, from the
visible into the invisible, from the tangible into the far off,
dreamy, intangible, where matter and spirit are one, where body
‘and soul are identical. The poem, thus, is a gigantic dream, a
fairy tale set to music, where imagination is turned into reality
and the commonplace is not. The tale of earthly Padumavati
may become old, as it, doubtless, has become in thé mouth of
others, but the Padumavati of the Malik will never grow old,
‘because, in reality, it has never lived the life of the earth,

Needless to say that the Malik is a great mystic; but it
may be observed here that his mysticism, active and ennob-
ling principle of life as it is, never reveals a sentiment against
‘nature, a sentiment that leads to a fear of physical beauty
and takes the fair flower of life as no more than a lump of
‘clay, giving rise thereby to a morbid delight in its humiliafion.
‘To the Malik nature is not the enemy of the soul, beeanse it
18 not, in essénce, separate from the ultimate principle of life,
-He views the visible world as.illusion, a dream in the flesh, a
chimera of the mind, the shadew of the spirit. The dreamer,
the seul, has no contempt for his dream, that is body-life; he
on the other hand regards it with extreme tenderness and deep
compassion. He delights in senses; he is gratified with the
charm of the body; he is amused or touched by the humorous
-or-pathetic aspects of the world; only this pleasure and amuse-
ment are pervaded by or shot with a gentle seriousness.
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And it is because of this synthetic view of life, the holy
and unholy blended into one, that our poet could offer usa true
picture of love; love that thrives in the body and yet trans-
cends it; love that feeds upon the senses and is yet of the inte-
llect; love which we call spiritual, even though it is of the earth.

The Indian mind, as mirrored in the Sanskrit love-lyrics
leaves no alternative between home and the monastery, bet-
ween love and renunciation. An Indian by his temperament
conceives love in its concrete variety and not in its broad and
ideal aspects. To him love is no more than a sense-feeling-
colour, taste, touch and sound -an earthly feeling, an expanse
of surging billows on which the maddened men and women-
are tossed about. In such a conception of life the idea of a
higher love on the earthly plane finds little room.

Not that this realistic view of love is foreign to our poet.
He too is swayed by the impulse of physical love; he gives a
highly erotic description of the bodily charm of Padumavati
and brilliantly sets forth the various modes, expressions and
make-shifts of the human love. But beneath this exhuberance
of sensuousness there flows a clear stream of spiritual exper-
ience, an under-current of love-divine that translates the sens-
uous into the spiritual and finally makes us spectators of the
mighty love-drama of Purusa and Prakrti. This non-concep-
tual, intuitive and ultimate experience, experience in which
Padumavati is Ratan and Ratan Padumavati—the multiplicity
of the varied notes of life reduced to one whole harmony-
is the dominant note of the Poem.

This conception of life, this perception and realisation
of the inner spring of life - animate and inanimate - lifts our
poet above castes and creeds, dogmas and rites, forms and
formalism, which appear to him no more than a feverish ima-
gination of a blind man reasoning on colour. For him there is
no religion but love, no observance but self-renunciation, no
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formalism but self-abnegation at the feet of the beloved. In
short, he views man as man and believes in universal brother-
hood. Thereis, thus, a remarkable vein of religious tolera-

tion in the Poem, toleration which is the very basis of the
modern culture.

Laudable efforts had been made by Amir Khusro and
Kabir in the direction of inter-communal amity; with this
object in view, the former tried to evolve a common vehicle
of expression and the latter to demolish formalism, that had
created barriers between man and man. Kabir, on cne side,
waged a constant war against prevailing superstitions, rituals
and litanies of all religions, on the other, he dived deep into
the depths of God-love, and beheld nothing but God on all
sides. This life-absorbing passion of Kabir struck deeper
roots in the Malik, and he, leaving aside the crude, destructive
methods of Kabir, pursued his constructive side with zest and
zeal, and by singing the song of agonised love - the one univer-
sal sentiment - showed the unity of the heart of man and thus,
ultimately, created sympathy among the Muslims for the
tragic Hindu figures of Ratansen and Padumavati.

This sympathy, this idea of the unity of man, was fur-
ther stressed by a long line of Hindu and Muslim poets, who
with their soul-stirring appeals, succeeded in bringing about a
happy blend of the two warring cultures, the one essentially
subjective and ideal and the other objective and activistic.

Such then, in brief, is the peculiar message of the
Malik, who influenced by the deep power of harmony “has
seen into the life of things” and creates thereby in our mind
a desire to escape from the fetters of this “too, too solid flesh”,
a longing to get something out of mundane existence and a
firm faith in the abiding unity of life. Under this spiritual
light (of unity) the Malik is seen moving on to his goal with a
pessimism, which is not shallow, or outcome of a temporary



v

disaster, but the deep-seated indifference of the saint “who has
kept vigil over man’s mortality”, who has drained to the dregs
the cup of life's pleasures and found it bitter in the sequel.
As he nears his goal, sounding his lonely protest in the uproar
of atheism, awakening his fellow-mortals now in tones of
poignant, sweet, melancholy, now in tones of anger, now sooth-
ing, plaintive and meditative, his pessimism turns into opti-
mism, optimism that is not of the merry youth, unfamiliar
with fret and fever, but the deliberate joy of an accomplished
philosopher, who has seen with his eyes the mighty crash of
the universe, a complete metamorphosis of all duality into
the Oneness. It is here that the ultimate goal of the traveller
lies, and here he cries halt to his weary march, becoming one
with his beloved, “a flask of water broken in the sea”.

As for the personality of this Saint, we know little.
Mohammad was his name, and Malik his family title. He
was a resident of Jais, where he is still known as the Malik.
He was born in 830 (H.) in the ‘Kaficina Muhalla’ of the town. .
His parents were of ordinary standing. Unattractive from
childhood, he became hard of hearing and lost one eye by
paralysis. He received no education and married a lady in Jais
itself. He was blessed with children, who unfortunately died
in his life-time. His brother's family yet continues. Saiyad
Afaraf was his pir and he owed instruction to Sheikhs Mohidi,
Burhan and others. He lived mainly on agriculture. In old
age he renounced the world and travelled far and wide delive-
ring his message of love. Now and then he visited courts, and
at last settled in the dense forests of Amethi, where in 949 (H.),
he was shot dead by some one, whose aim missed. This gives
him an age of about 116 years. Fourteen works are attributed
to him. i.e. Postinama, Kaharanama, Murainama, Mekhara-
val, Campavati, Akharivat, Padumavati and Akhari Kalam;
of these, Padumavati and Akharavat alone are published.

To revert to Padumavati. The great importance of the
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In the Index an attempt has been made to give the deri-
vation of words, to record Indo-European equations, to give
Sanskrit and Prakrit equivalents, to register equivalents in
Indo-Iranian and Indian Aryan vernaculars, and occasionally
to discuss and compare the forms of important words. This
feature of my Index increases both its usefulness from a
linguistic point of view and its practical value to the student,
who will always better remember the meaning and history of
a word, the derivation and equations of which are made clear
to him. In derivation 1 have given Sanskrit roots corres-
ponding to the vernacular roots. It may be rightly objected
here, that it is a strange method to use in an Audhi Index,
especially because the form of vernacular, on which Audhi is
based has never passed through the stage of Sanskrit. That
may be so; and it may not be possible, historically, that all
Audhi words have been derived from the corresponding Sans-
krit words. Nevertheless, Sanskrit forms, though arisen quite
independently, may throw light upon the Audhi forms, and
as roots other than those of Sanskrit have not yet been
studied adequately in India, the plan adopted here will proba-
bly, at least for the present, prove more useful.

Needless to say that the plan is entirely new; the work is
essentially preliminary; and the defects of the work are not a
few. Take for instance the derivation. Here there is a large
number of words of which I could not trace the origin; there
are other words of which the derivation is doubtful, and yet
others of which the derivation does not yield the required sense,
but rather the reverse. But it is so in every living language.
Then there is the puzzling phenomenon of nasalisation. The
text of Padumavati as well as that of Tulasi Dasa’s Ramayana,
whether in manuscript or in print, are hopelessly indiscri:;:i-
nate in this respect. We find both math, mamth, nath, namth,
nid, nund, jehi, jehim, tehi, tehim and the like, used side by side.
I doubt very much if the same author could have used both
nasalised and non-nasalised forms of the word in one and the
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same work. No serious study of such minute philological
problems has yet been done in any Indian vernacular, and no
edition of any standard work in any Indian vernacular can
come up to the mark in this respect. I have, necessarily, de-
ferred the treatment of such problems to the second volume
of Padumavati

In the text caupais and dohas of each canto are num-
bered consecutively; one line being taken as one caupai
(as was the custom with the Malik and his followers) and one
doha as one single unit. This number is shown on the margin.
I have also numbered dohas of the whole work (this number
being shown after the dohas) for the sake of precision and ready
reference. In the Index black figures stand for the canto
and white for the stanzas. The letter P represents Pischel,
whose Grammatik is an inexhaustible mine of correct informa-
tion regarding Prakrit languages, .JB. stands for Jules Bloch.
For other abbreviations a separate list is attached herewith.

No one but those who have taken part in this sort of
work will realise, what care and patient labour are involved in
the collection of such material, and in the sorting, sifting and
final arrangement of it. That I have been able to do this
arduous task, i8 mainly due to the high ideals placed before
me by my esteemed dcarya Principal (now Doctor of Litera-
ture) A. C. Woolner M. A, C. 1. E,, D, Litt., Vice-Chancellor
of this University. A great humanist, a unique repository of
what is best in the East as well asin the West, he is eminently
known for his profound scholarship, original research, admi-
nistrative efficiency and long and meritorious devotion to this
University., Seldom were the students and teachers of a
University given a more zealous guardian of their interests
and seldom was a man of truer sympathy with, and a better
understanding of the spirit of the East was placed at the
head of an Indian University. The inclusion of the present
volume in the Punjab University Oriental Publication Series
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is entirely due to him. I am also indebted to him for going
through the final proof of the preface.

I take this opportunity of expressing my sincere grati-
tude to the Hon’ble Justice Bakhshi Tek Chand M. A., LL. B.
for writing a foreward. to this book. A man of wide culture
and liberal sympathies he is always an inspiring and stimula-
ting example unto others—especially to the noble youth of the
Punjab whose imagination and heart he particularly touches
by the charm of his sympathetic heart and helping hand.

For reading proofs of the book I am indebted to Pandit
Vijayanand Sastri, and my wife, Srimati Sukhadadevi, whe
not only made some verbal corrections, but also offered sugge-
stions of a more general character,

In conclusion I feel that if this book succeeds in interes-
ting the Indian reader enough to make him study the Poem
for himself and interest the students of Sanskrit and Hindi
in its linguistic matters so much that they should feel im-
pelled to further investigations along these lines, then this
volume shall have justified its existence.

Lahore

Empire Day the 24th May 1934. } SURYA KANTA.

il
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3o = i@
g° = g
JB. = Julis Bloch
GM.= George Morgenstirne
Gn. = Grierson
H. = Hoernle
Lt, Wth.=Lateinisches Ety-

mologisches Warterbuch
MW.=Monier Williams

( Dictionary)

Pais. Lang.=Paiici Langu-
ages

PGr. = Prakrit Grammar

P. = Pischel

RFPD.= Rhys.
Dictionary.

VWI. = Vergleichende Wor-
terbuch der Indogerma-
nischen Sprachen.

(§°=§Eﬁl$ﬁ)

Davids, Pali

LANGUAGES COMPARED.

Arm. = Armenian

As., Ags., or Ang. sax. = Anglo
saxon.

E. or Eng.=English

Cymr = Cymrish.

Germ. = German

Goth. = Gothic

Iel. = Icelendic

Ital. = Italian

Lot. = Latin

9> = WY =Apabhramé

%o = HEMHT=Afghan

sewre = FgwARTd = Ardha-
magadhi

TFc = SETI=Avesta

;Mo = HEAWT=Assamese

HoHo= AYHF = New

Persian

Lett. = Lettish

Lit. or Lith.= Lithuanian

M. Germ.=Modern German
Obulg. = Old Bulgarian
Ohg. = Old High German
Qicel. = Old Icelendic

Oir. = Old Irish
Russ. = Raussian
Si’m:e = Slavonic

= sfar = Uria
s?rn ST S = Sty =

Ossetish

Fo = gAt = Kurdish
#e = F|ERT=Kaémirl
e = it =Gabri
qe = It =Gaojrati
fge = ®mF=Parachi
fre = faafi=Gypsy



Heqe= aanmtﬁ:]ain Maha. #e

rastri
Zs = zaig = Tagaurish
fae = feewrt (= fad)
%2 = Auehr=Nepali
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