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PRETACE,

—_—

T can scaveely be needful to make any
apology  for offering fo the public this

vecord of one who has atiracted to himsell
so large a measure of atbention and admira.
tion.  Many, hoth in this country and in
India, have expressed, and I doubt not many
others have [elt, a desire to know more ol the
commander of ILodson’s 1Torse, and caplor of
ihe King of Delhi and his sons.

My original intention was Lo have compiled
from my brother's letters merely an account of
the part he bore in the late unhappy war, I
very soon, however, determined to extend the
work, so as to canbrace the whoele of his life in
India.

I [elt that the public would naturally in-
guire hy what previous process of {raining he
had aequived, not merely his consummate skill
in the greal game of war, but his experience
of Asiaties and marvellous influence over their
minds.
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The carlier portions of this book will serve
to answer such inquirics ; they will show the
gradual development of my brother’s character
and powers, and that those exploits which asto-
nished the world by their skill and darving, were
but the natural results of {he high ideaofl the sol-
dier’s profession whieh he proposed {o himsell]
honestly and consistently worked ont duving fen
years of training, in perhaps {he fuest sehool
that ever existed [or soldiers and administrators.
They will explain how it was that, in the midst
of a struggle [or the very existence of our
empire, he was able to call info heing and bring
into the field around Delhi an ‘invineible and
all but ubiquitous’ body of eavalry.

The deagon’s teeth which came up armed
men, had been sown by him long hefore in his
earlier carcer in the Punjiib. There, hy many
a deed of daring and activity, by many a sue-
cessful stratagemn and midnight surprise, hy
many a desperate contest, he had taught the
Sikhs fivst to dvead him as an enemy, and then
to idolize him as a leader. Already in 184¢
the Governor-General had had * frequent ocen-
‘ sions of noticing not only lhis personal gal-
‘lantry, but the activity, energy, and intelli-
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“genee with which he diseharged whatever
“duties were entrusted to him.' Even then
the name of Hodson, allhough unknown in
England, except 1o the few who watehed his
eourse with the eyes of affection, was a sound
of tervor Lo the Sikhs, and o bughear to their
children.  In t852 he cared this high praise
from one wst qualified to judge: ¢ Tientenant
“ Todson, marvellously atlaching the Guides
“1o himsell by the iies of mutual honour,
“mutual daring, and mutual devotion, has on
“ every opportunity proved that the discipline
“ ol & public kehool and subsequent University
¢ training are no disqualifieation for hazardous
“ warfare, or for the difficult task of keeping
“wild tribes in check.’

The title given to this hook will sufficiently
indieate the prineiple on which, purtienlarly in
the first part, 1 have made selections from my
brother's letters. My ohject has been to show
what a soldier’s life in Indin may be, and what
in lis ease it was; how wide and varied is the
ficld whieli it opens for the exercise ol the
highest amd noblest qualities, intellectnal and
moral, of ;ur nuture; and how magnificently he
realized and grasped the conception.
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His letters, written in all the [freedomn of
unreserved intercourse, will give a truer notion
of his ehurncter than the mest Taboured de-
seription; they exhibil the undereurrent af deep
feelings that ran through even his most play ful
moods, the yenrning alter howe uat mingled
with the dveams of ambition and the thisst for
the excitement of war, the almost wonanly
tenderness  that co-existed with  the stern
determination of the soldier. They show that
though his lot was east in cnmps, he was
not a meve soldier; though a hanger-on on thoe
outskirts of civilization amidst wild trilws, he
had & keen appreciation of the relinement and
elegancies of civilized life; 1hal Chough in
Indin, he remembered that he was an English-
man ; that though living amengst the heatlen,
ho did not forgel thal he was a Chiristion,

I have not attempled bo weile o biography,
but have allowed my Drother fo speak for
himself, merely supplying such comecling
links as seemned absolulely necossary.

Indeed, I could do no olherwise; for un-
happily, during the twelve years of his soldier’s
life—those years in  which Tis  characler
received its mature development—T huew him
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only by lis letters, or by the repurts of vthers:
when  we parted on board the ship thab
_earried im from England, in 1845, we parted
to meel w0 more in this world. My recollec-
Lionw of him, vivid a8 they are, are not of the
leader of men in ecouncil and the baitle-feld,
Il of the bright and joyous boy, the life of
the home eivele, {he {ender and  affectionate
s, he loving hrother, the valued [riend, the
pupnlar companion.,

O what he beemme afterwards my readers
will Tave the suome means of judgingas mysell,
e seems o me to have been one of whom
not ouly his family, but his country may well
be  prowd—a worthy representative of ihe
Fnglish name and nalion amengst the tribes
of Indin, . impersonation of munly straight-
forwardness, and unhesitating during, and irre-
sistible power,

1 cunnot doubt bub that the verdiet of his
countrymen will confirm my judgment.

Many too, I believe, will agree with me in
{hinking that these pages prove {hut the
poetry e romanee of war are not yeb extinet,
thit even the Bnfield rifle bas vot reduced all
men to a dead level, but that there is still a
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place to Dbe found for individual prowess, for
the lion-heart, and {he eagle eye, and the
iron will. One seems transported hack from
the prosuie ninefeenth century {o the ages of
romance wud chivalry, and to ealel a glimpse,
now of a Paladin of old, now of o knighily
Liero sans pear of sans reproche; now of o
norihern chieflain, “viding ou horder foray,’
now of a eaplain of frec-lanees; yol all dis-
solving into a Christian soldier of our own
day.

Most striking of all, it has appeaved to me,
is the resemblance to the romantic eureer of
that hero of the Spanish ballads, who, by lis
many deeds of heroie daring, gained for him-
self {he distinguished title of * Il de las
Hazanas,'—* Ile of the exploits.”  Those who
are acguainted with the ehwonieles of the Con-
quest of Granada, will almost faney in reading
these pages that they ave hearing again {he
story of Fernando I'erez del Pulgar; how at
one time by a bold dash he rode with a hand-
ful of followers aeross a country swurming with
the enemy, and managed to foree his way into
o beleaguered fortress; how at another he
galloped alone up the streets of Granada, then
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in possession of the enemy, to the gates of the
principal mosque, and nailed a papor to the
door with his dagger ; how again he turned the
tide of battle Dy the mere charm of his eagle
eye and thrilling voice, iuspiring the moxt
1imid with a courage equal to lis own; how
he made the enemy lay down their arms at his
word ol command ; how the Moorish mothers
frightened {heir children with the sound of
his name; low he was not only the hair
brained adventurer, delighting in peril and
thirsting for the excitement of the fight, but
also the courteous gentleman, the accomplished
scholar; as profound and sagacious in the
council as he was reckless in the field, and
frequently selected by the wily Ferdinand to
conduct affuirs requiring the greatest prudence
and judgment.*

It may be, however, that affection has
biassed my judgment, and that I shall be
thought to have formed an exaggerated
estimate ol the grandeur and nobleness of the
subject of this memoir. Even if this be so,
I shall not tuke much to heart the charge

* Spe Wushington Irving, o
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of having loved such a brother too well, and I
ghall console myself with the thought that I
have endeavoured to do something to perpe-
tuate his mewmory.

I, however, any young soldier e in-
duced, by reading these pages, 1o {ake n
higher view of his profession, to think of ii, as
one of the noblest lields in which he enn serve
his God and his country, and enler on it in
a spirit of self-sacrifice, with “duly’ ax his
guiding principle, and a determination never
to forget that he is a Clristian soldier and an
Englishman, I shall be abundantly rewarded ;
my main object will be attained.

Coonrmans Deave,
LDecomber, 1858,
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SOLDIER'S LIFE IN INDIA.
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PART 1,

CHAPTER 1L

FARLY LIFE—LUGBY.,—CAMBRINGE.—GUENLNSEY,

Winniam Stepney Raikes Hobpsow, third son
of Rev. George Hodson, afterwards Archdeacon
of Btaflord and Canon of Lichfield, was born
at Maisemore Court, near Gloucester, on 19th
March, 1831,

As a boy, his affectionate dmpcrsitmn and
bright and joyous character endeared him
greatly to his family, and made him a general
favourite with all around him, old and young,
rich and poor. That which characterized him
most was his quickness of observation and his
interest in everything going on about him.
By living with his eyes and ears opem, and
nover suffering anything to eseape his nofice,
he acquired a stock of practical knowledge
which he turned to good account in his after-

life, "With the exception of a short time spent
B
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with a private tutor, the Rev. . ITarland, he
wag edueated at home #ill he went to Rughy,
in his fifteenth year. ITome life, however,
had not prevented him from growing up an ae-
live, high-spirited hoy, full of fift and energy.

1lis feats of aclivity at Rughy stll live in
the remembrance of his eolemporarivs and (he
traditions of the school,  The Wllowing is an
extract from o paper in the Duek of Ruyly
School, published in 1856 :—

Who does nol remember the [air-haired, light-
complexioned active man whose running feats, whelher
in the open fields or on the gravel walks of the Close,
crealed such marvel among his colemporaries, Ile
has earried his hare and hounds into his country's
service, and o8 commandant of the gallaul corps of
Guides, has displayed an activity and courage on the
wild frontier of the Punjab, the mutural development
ol his early prowess at Crick and Urownsover,

A very similar nolice appeared in o periodieal
during the reeent eampuign :—

The Rugheans have had their Crick run,  Six
miles over heavy country, there mul back, to the
school gates by the road, is o mean distunee o be
done in one hour twenty-nine minutes,

There was o day when the gollant leader of
Llodson’s Ilorse always led in this run,  We think we
see ‘larky Prilchard,’ as lie was familiarly designated,
in his blue cloth jacket, white trousers, his well-
kenown belt, and his ¢ golden hair,’ going in front with
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his niee easy stride (for he never had any very preat
pace, thowgh he could last for ever), and gobling back
eoolly il comlbortably to  Bony' when the rear
hounds were toiling & mile belind,  There never was
Auch o loy Lo run over, aller second lesson, {0 Dunas
churele {o soe (he North Warwickshire, or lo give
himsell o pipe-opener’ {o Lubterworth and back
Letween eallivgs over, 1l the doetor vowed he would
injure his luvarl.  ITow true it is that men who have
distinguished themselves most in sehool sports come
oul the best ab last,

Tt was not, however, only in active sports
{hat he showed ability.  As head of a house,
during the later portion of lhis Rughy life,
he gave cqual indications of ‘administrative
eapacily.’

His tutor (the present Bishop of Calcutta),
apeaking of his having been transferred to his
house, in which there were then no prepostors,
*Leeause, from his energetic character and
nutural ability, he seemed to Dr. Arnold likely
to give mo efficient help,” continues:—* He
gave abundant proof that Arnold’s choice had
been a wise one. Though he immediately
re-cstablished the shattered prestige of proe-
positorial power, he contrived to make himself
very popular with various classes of boys. The
younger oues found in him an efficient pro-
tector against bullying. Those of a more
literary turn found in him an agreeable and

n2
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intelligent companion, and were fond of being
admitled to sit in hig study and talk on matters
of intellectual interest. The demoerats had
got their master, and submitted with a goad
grace to power which they conld nol resis,
and which was judiviously and moderately
exercised.  The ségime was wise, firm, and
kind, and the house was lappy and pros-
perous.

¢Trom all that I knew of him, both at
Rughby and afterwards, I was not surprised at
the courage and coolness which the Zimes
compared ‘to the spirit of a Paladin of old.’
I cannot say how much I regret that I shall
not be weleomed in Tndia by the first head of
my dear old house at Rughy.’

From Rugby my brother went, in October,
1840, to Trinity College, Caumbridge. 1lere,
as might have been expeeted [ron his previous
habits, he took an active interest in bonting
and other athletic wmusements, while at the
game {ime he by no means negleeled the more
serious and intellectual pursuils of the Uni-
versily. Tlo had a very considerable acquanin-
tance with, and taste for, hoth classical and
general literature, bul a conslitutional ten-
dency to headache very much stood in the
way of any close application to books; and,
afler he had taken his degree in 1844, was
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one strong reason [or his deciding on an active
rather than a studious life.  The Indian army
seemed 1o offer the best opening, but while
waiting for o cadetship, in order to prevent
superannuation he obtained a commission in
the Ctuernsey Militia through the kinduess of
Lord de Spumarez, and {here commenecd his
wilitary life. From the fivst he felt thal the
prolession of a soldier was one thal required
to be studied, and took every opportunity of
mastering its principles.

On his leaving Guernsey to enter the Hon.
Tast Tndia Company’s service, Major-General
W. Napier, Licutenant-Governor, bore this tes-
{imony to his character :—* I think he will be
an acquisition to any service. His education,
his ability, his zeal to wake himself acquainted
with military natters, gave me the greatest
satisfuction during his service with the militia.’
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ARMIVAL IN INDIA~—CAMPAIGN ON THE SUTLM,
1845460,

" Drother landed at Culeutfa on the 13th

of September, 1845, and with as liltle
delay as possible proceeded up the country to
Agra, where he found a hearly weleome
beneath the hospitable roof of the ITou. James
Thomason, Licutenant-Governor of the North-
West Provinces, an old family friend and con-
nexion, who from that time 1o his dealh
treated him with as much aflection, and took
as deep an interest in his carcer, as il he had
been his own son. »

e was appointed to do duty with the
and CGivenadiers, then forming a part of the
Governor-Gleneral’s eseort, an aceordingly loft
Agra on November and. In the [ollowing
letter he deseribes his fivst impressions of
camp life in an Indian army.

After mentioning a delay caused by an
attack of fever and dysentery on his way to
the camp, he proceeds :—

I was able, however, to join the Gronadiers at
four o'clock on the morning of the 7th, aud share
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their dusly mareh of ten miles to the village near
which the Governor-General's camp was pitched.
Sinee thal day wo have heen denizens of a canvas
cily of o ryeally nstonishing extent, secing that it is
the erealion of o fow hours, and shifts, with its
enorinons population, some ten or fifteon miles o day.
I wonder wore overy day nt the ease aud magnitude
of the nreangements, and the varied and interesting
pictures continually beforo onr eyes.  Soon aller four
A, i bugele gounds the reveidd, and the whole mass
14 awtir ol omee,  The smolee of the evening fives has
by this tiine Wlown away, and everything stands out
clenr udd delived in the bright moonlight. The
Sepoyw, too, bring the straw from their tents, and
muke fives o warm their Llack fuces on all sides, and
the groups of swarlhy redeonts slooping over the
blaze, with a white background of eanvas, and the
vk elewr sky behind all, produce a most picturesque
efleet ns one turns oul inlo the cold, Then the
multitwles of eamels, horses, and clephants, in all
imaginuble grotips and positions—the groans and
eriew ol the former as they stoop and kneel for their
Trdens, the neighing of hundreds of horses mingling
with the shouts of the innumerable scrvents and
their mastors’ calls, the bleating of sheep and gonts,
and louder than all, the shrill sereams of the Flindeo
women, alinost bewilder one’s senses as one {reads
one's way through the canvas streels and squares to the
place where the regiment assembles ontside the camp,
A seeondl bugle sounds “the assembly.” There is a
blaze of torches from the Governor’s tents; his palan-
quin carringe, drawn by four mules, and escorted by
jingling troopers, trots to the front, The artillery
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thunder forth the morning gun, as a signal that the
great man is gone— the guns rattle by—the cavalry
push on after them—and then at length our hand
strilees up. * Forward’ is the word, and the red (and
Mack) column moves along, by this time ns com-
pletely obseured by the dense clonds of dust as though
they were in Tondon duving a Novewber fige,  We
are nob expeeted to vemain with our men, but mount
al onee, and ride in a cluster hefove the band, or vide
on a quarter of n mile or so, in Lwos mul threes, com-
plaining of the laziness of the greal man’s people,
and of the dust and cold, as if we were the most
ill-used of her Majesty’s suljeets. As soon ns we're
oll the ground, and the road pretty clear, I dismount,
and walk the first eight miles or so, this Leing the
time to recover oue’s powers of locomotion.  The cold
is really very great, especinlly in the howr Lelure
ganrise—pgenerally about one and a hall’ or bwvo hours
alter we starl, Tt soun gels warm enough to meke
one glud to ride nguin, and by the time the mareh is
over, and the while eily is in sight, the heat s very
great, though now diminishing daily, 1t ix a sudden
changre of temperature, bruly—Ffrom near reezing ab
slarling, to go® or 100° ut arriving ; and it s Uhis, I
think, which makes ns feel Che heat so el in this
climate. In the daylime we get on very well; tho
Leat seldom exeeeding 84% and often not. more than
84° and 82" in tents, I souuds hot, ul n house or
tent ab 84" is tolerably endurable, especinlly i thero
is o breeze. My tent is twelve feel syuare inside,
and conlains a low pallet bed, a {able, chair, two
camel trunks, and a brass basin for washing. I will
get a skeleh of the camp to send you,
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Nov, 1848, —This nomad life is agreealle in many
respects, and very healthy, and one sees a grent deal
of the conutry, but it destroys time rather, as the
mareh is nol over gencrally till half-past nine or ten,
and then breakfst, a most cagerly desived com-
position, and dressing afterwards, do not leave much
of the day before the cool evening comes for exercise,
o sight-seeing nnd dining, and by nine most of us
nro in bed, or neav it.

Dee, 2. —Umbiln.—~We had a short march of six
miles into Umbilla this moruing, and I got leave from
our colonel to ride on and see the troops assemble to
grect the Governor-Cienernl. I never saw go splendid
n sighl: r2,000 of the inest troops were drawn np in
oue ling, nnd ns I eode slowly along the whole {ront,
I had an excellent opportunity of examining the
varied materials of an Indian army. First were the
Tinglish Florse Arlillery; then the doshing dragoons
of the grd Queen’s, most splendidly mounted and
appointed ; then came the stern, determined-looking
British footinen, side by side with their tall and
swarlhy Drethren from the Ganges and Jumna—
the Ilindoo, the Mussulman, and the white man, all
obeying the same word, and acknowledging the snme
common tie; next to these a large brigade of guns,
with a mixture of all colours and ereeds; then more
regiments of foot, the whole closed up by the regi-
ments of native cavalry: the quiet-looking and English-
dressed Tlindoo Lrovpers strangely contrasted with
the wild Ircegulars in all the funciful wnuniformity of
their native costume: yet these last arve the men 7
fancy for service. Altogether, it was a most inte-
resting sight, either to the historian or soldicr, cspe-
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cially as one remembhiered that {hese were no men of
purade, but assembled here to be poured aeroms the
Sutlej at o word.

The “pomp and civeumstanee’ ol war were
soon 1o be exchanged for its stern realitivs, as
will Le seen in the following letter lo his
futher, dated Christmay Day, 18,45 -

Clase, BUenraNTani

I take the firsl day of resl we have had Lo write
a few hurried lines to relieve you from any anxiely
you may have felt at not hearing from me hy the
last mails, or from newspaper aceonuts, which will, T
fear, veach you before this lelter ean, T um mosl
ibankful {o he able to sit down onee wore {o wrile to
you all but unharmed. Sinee T wrote, T have heen
in four general engagewents of the mest formidulide
kind ever known in Indin.  For the fivst {ime we
had to contend with a brave and uneonquensd people,
diseiplined, and led on like our own {roops hy
Buropenn skill ; and the result, though suceesslul to
our arms, has heen [oarfol indeed a8 To coenangee, Yo
will see necounts in the papers giving delails morn
nceorate Lhan I ean possibly furnish, both of our
wonderfully rapid and fatiguing maeehes, and of the
obstinate und bloody rvesistuuee we wet with, UOn
the 1oth of this month, on our usnal quicl mareh 1o
Sirhind with the Governor-Genernl's enmp, we were
sarprised by being joined hy an additional reginment,
and by an ovder for all non-soldiers to return Lo
Umbfla. From that day we have had the fatigues
and excrtions of actunl warfure in their broadest
forms—marching day and night wnprecedented dis.



FUTLE] CAMPAIGY. 11

lances, seareily of sleep and food, and all the varietics
of cold nnd heat. T enjoyed all, and entered inlo it
with great zest, {ill we eame {0 actunl Llows, or
rather, 1 mn (woar) halfl ashamed Lo suy, Lill the blows
were over, and I eaw the horrible secnes which
ensie o war, 1 hove had quite enongh of such
gighta now, and hope it may nol e my lot Lo e
exposed {o them sgain, Our loss has been most
eevere, especially in offfeers. Our Sepoys eould
not. he grot {o fuce the tremendous five of the Sikh
arlillery, and as usual, the more they quailed, the
mora the Eoglish oflicers exposed themsclves in vain
ellorts {0 bring them on,  The greatest destenetion
was, however, among the Governor-General’s staff—
emly {wo (his own son and Colonel Benson) escaped
death or severe wounds, They seemed marked for
destenetion, and certainly med it most, gallantly, On
the r5th we joined the Commander-in-Chief, with his
troops fromn Umldla, were put off escorl duty, and
joined Genernl Gilbert's division. On the 14th we
had & march of thirty miles (in the daytime, too),
with seanty food; on the 18th, aflor a fasting march
of Lwenty-five miles, we were sammoned, at hall-past
four in the afternoon, Lo baitle, which lusted till long
alter dark. Almost the first shot which grected our
regiment killed ithe man standing by my side, and
instanlly afterwards I was slaggered by o ball from a
frightened Sepoy behind me grazing my check and
blackening my laco with the powder—so close was il
to my head ! We were within twenty, and af times
{en, yards of threo guns blazing grape into us, and
worre than all, the Lushes with which the whole
ground was covered were filled with marksmen who,
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unseen by us, could pick us ofl at pleasure, No effirls
conld bring the Sepoys forward, or half the luss might
have Dbeen spared, bad they rushed on with the
bayonct. We had three officers wounded oul of our
small parly, and lest many of the men. We wero
bivouncked on the cold ground thult uight, amd
remuined under arms the wlole of he Tollowing day.
Just ns we were going inlo aetion, 1 stumbled upon
poor Carey, whom you may remember to have heard
of ot Price’s, ab Roghy,  Ou going over the fivld on
the zoth, I found the body netoally ent to pioces hy
the keen swords of the Sikhs, and bub lor his elolhes
could not have recognised him. T had him curvied
into camp for Lurial, poor fellow, extremely shoclked
ab the sudden terminalion of our renewed seguuin.
tance. On Sunday, the 2186, we marched hefore duy-
Lreak in foree to attuck the cnemy, who had enlreneliod
themselves behind their formidable artillery,  The
action began in the aflernoon, lasted the whole
night, and wns remowed with daybrenk, They
returned again to the charge as often ax we guined
any advauloge, and it was evening before they wero
finally disposed of by n clharge of our deagoons, and
our ammunition was exhansfod l—so near are we in our
most triumphant successes to n destenelion as eom-
plete! The results are, I suppose, in a political point
of view, immense indeed.  Wo took from them nearly
one handred large guns, and rouled their vast army,
prepared, had they sueeceded in Leating vs, Lo overrun
Hindoostan ; and it must be owned they had neurly
succceded | It will scarcely be believed, but thoy had
actually purchased and preparved supplies as far into
the interior of our country ns Delhi, and unknown to
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onr authorilics ; and the whole of Northern India was,
ns usual, ready fo rise upon us at an hour’s notice,
On the evening of the 218, as we rushed towards the
gung, in the most dense dust aud snoke, and nnder
an unprecedented five of grape, our Sepoys again gave
wiy mnd broke, T4 was o lewdul erisis, Lot {he
bravery ol the Mnglish rogiments saved us, The
Culonel (Ilmnilton), the grealer part of my brother
oflicors, and mysclf, were lefl with the colours and
about {hirly men immediately in [rout of the bat-
teries | Our escape was most providential, and is, I
trust, thankfully acknowledged Ly us. A Dball (from
a shell, I fancy) struck my leg below the knee, bui
happily spared the bone, and only inflicted o flesh
wound, I was also knocked down fwice—ones by a
shell bursting so close to me as to kill the men behind
me, and. ouce by the explosion of a magazine or mine.
I am most thankful indecd for my escape from death
or maiming. The wound in my leg s nothing, as
you may judge when T tell you that I was on foot or
lorseback the whole of the two fullowing days, Last
night we moved on here about five miles from the
seene of action, and got some [oud, and into our beds,
after fonr days and nights on the ground, allernately
tried with heat and cold (now most severe at vight),
and nothing Lut an occuvional mouthful of black
ndtive bread. I ihink, during ihe four days, all I
had to eal would not compose half a home break{nst-
loal, and for a day and night we had not even water ;
when we did gel water, after driving the enemy from
{heir camp, 1t was fonnd to have been spoiled with
gunpowder ! Tt was like eating Leamington water,
Dut our thitsl was too great to stick at trifles,
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Dee. 26/h.—\We are resting here comforlably again
in our ienls, and bad a lurkey for our Chrislmaos
dinner Inst night. The rest is most grateful. We
had only nine hours in led out of five nights, amd
then the next four were on the ground,  So you see
1 have eome in for 1he realities of o soldier's lile
pretly early in my eaveer ; wnd sinee I am spaved, it
is donbtless o great (hing lor me in eovery way,
There never has Leen anything like it in Dadin, nnd
it 18 not oflen Ahad an aelion  eagiedere hous osted
{hirty-six hours, as ours did, Tt is enlled o succession
of three engagements, bub the firing never ceused fip
a quarler of an hour. Infuntvy altacking puns was
the order of the day, and the loss ccensioned By such
a desperate resort was fearful, ITow dilforent your
Cliristmas weelk will have been from mine! This
time last year I was quiclly slaying ol Bisham, and
now sleeping on the lunks of the Sulle), with o sen
of tents around me fur miles and milew!  The lust
fuw days seem a your, and I enn seareely believe {hat
I have only hieen four months in Indis, and only two
with my regiment.

To the How. Jawes Tuomason, Liewlenani-ivrernar nf
Nortde-West Provinees,

Caxur, Tioorawartarr, Juwwery 220, 1846,
There is very much in the stule of things in this
army both diseonraging and deeply disappointing 1o
one who like mysell comes into the serviee with a
strong predilection for the profession, and a wish o
enter into its duties thoroughly and ewrnestly, 1 do
not like to euter into purticulars, for I hold it very
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umnilitavy, especiully in so young a suldier, to allempt
to erilicise 4he acls and motives of one’s superior,
bul T wuy in privale again express my extrome dis-
appointment. at the state in which the Sepoys arve at
present, und nf far as T ean judge from what is said
in vonversution, there nre but few oficers in Lthe army
who do not deplore i, In diseipline ond subordi.
nufion they seem to be Inmentubly deficient, espe-
einlly towands the native commissioned and non-com-
missioned oflicers,  On the mareh, T have found these
Inst give me more trouble than the men oven, My
brother oflicers sy that I see an unfavonrable
gpecimen in the 2nd, as regards diseipline, owing 1o
their [frequent serviee of late, and the number of
veernils ;. bud T fear the evil is very wide-spread, Tt
may uo doubl be {raced mainly o the want of
LTuropean officers.  This, however, is an evil not likely
to be vemoved on any large seale.  Meanlime, unless
sume vigorons and radieal improvements take place,
I think our pesition will be very uneertain and even
alarmiug in the event of extonded hostilitics, You
must really forgive my speaking so plainly, and
writing my own opinions so freely. You encournged
me o do so whon I was al Agra, if you remember,
and I value the privilego too highly as connected
with the grealor one of receiving adviee nnd counsel
from you, not to exercise it, even al the risk of your
thinking me presumptnons and hasty in my opinions.
I imagine (in my own defence, be it said) that three
months of marvehing and of serviee give you more
insight into the real clliciency or evils of an army,
than o mueh longer time spent in cantouments, It
is, of course, a decply interesting subject to me, and
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one of deep and anxious reflection. I think the
period of ¢ doing duty’ which I shall have passed
ere joining my fulure regiment, of the greatest
consequence and benefit, as enabling me to form a
judgment, Lo the best of my abilities, of {he course to
be steered in the diffieult voyage, I seemis Lo me
that the great problem o De solved is how “fo oo
your owen breainess,’ b the same time (hat © gun gludy
to be quiet) te, how unostentationsly {o do your
appointed duly thoroughly, withoul being delerred
by the fear of Leing thought over-zenlous or osten-
{ations.

At alater period, when it was proposed to
erect & monument in Lichficld Cathedral o
the foth Queen's, ho wrote with reference to
their conduct in this action :—

It is, yon know, a Staffordshire regiment, having
been raiseld originally by the Marquis of Anglesey,
and has still o great number of Stallirdshive men in
its ranks. 1t is a rplendid corps, well-behaved in
cinlonments, and fizst-rale in netion, 1 luy belween
them ond my present regiment (ust B, B, FMusiliors)
on the night of the 218t of Decvwnber, of. Foroneshal,
when Lord Ilardinge ealled out ¢ 8olhi ! thal gun
must be silenced.”  They jumped wup, formed into
ling, and advanced through the black durkness silently
and firmly: gradunlly we lost the sound of their trend,
and anxiously listened for the slighlest inbimation of
their progress—all was still for five minutes, while
they gradually gained the [ront of ihe buttery whose
fire had eauscd us go mueh loss, Suddenly we heard
a dropping fire—a blaze of the Sikh eannon followed,
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then