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With perfect refpett,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,
Your faithful and

moft obedient fervant,

JOHN TAYLOR.
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INTRODUCTION.

PREVIOUSLY to the commencement of a
journey which has been reprefented as preg-
‘nant with danger and fatigue, and confe-
quently but little reforted to, by European
travellers, it may not be unacceptable, in 2
curfory manner, to inquire, how far the
communication by the Defart, between the
Eaft and the Weft, has been ufeful to man-
kind ; to what extent it was known, and in
what degree it has been conducive to the in-
terefts and refinement of Europe.—In this
complicated view of human affairs, we bring
to recolletion our commercial origin, and
by what fteps we have afcended to our pre-
fent pre-eminence and political influence in

the fcale of nations. -

The army of Alexander penctrated to India
by the route of Perfia, and returned by the
Indus to the Perfian Gulf, the Euphrates,

Vou. L. B and
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prefled with a zeal for its interefts,
I have employed much of my time
in preparing the publication which
I have now, by your permiflion,
the honour to lay before you.

In this undertaking, not a little
laborious in itfelf, I had difficul-
ties to ftruggle with, which could
only have been overcome by a
confidence in the liberal reception
it would meet with from your Ho-
‘nourable Court, who are always

~ prompt to encourage every fincere
endeavour to promote the welfare
of the Company, and of the na-
: tion; nor have I, in this hope,
' been difappointed.

t With grateful acknowledgments

|
| for the teftimony of your appro-
i bation
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and the Great Defart. Of this expedition
Arrian has furnifhed us with a circumftan-
tial detail, Egypt had alfo confeffed the
power of the conqueror. This kingdom,
before the days of Alexander, under its na-
tive Princes, opened an carly connection
with India by the Red Sea; for it is univer-
fally admitted, that the progrefs of the arts
was from India to Egypt, from whence they
reached the fhores of Greece, ltaly, and the
reft of Europe. The fituation of Egypt, fo
highly favourable to commerce, did not efl-
cape the difcriminating eye of Alexander.
In a fituation, connecting by a narrow
ithmus Afia with Africa, and communicat-
ing by two feas with India and Europe, he
determined to demolith Tyre, to cftablifh a
new emporium, which he accordingly raifed,
and gave it the name of Alexandria, after
himfelf. On the death of that prince, his
empire was divided amongft his principal
commanders, and became as many diftinct
and independent nations; but, above all,
- Egypt, under a long race:of the Ptolemys,
continued to increafe in opulence and gran-
deur. During this period, few particulars
can be colleted relating to the defarts of

Arabia,

.
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Arabia, or of the communication by that
foute. The Romans, who took pofleffion of
Egypt on the death of Cleopatra, were the
only European people of antiquity, who, it
appears, attained a perfect knowledge of the
trade with India. This they conducted by
the route of the Great Defart and the Perfian
Gulf, and alfo by the Ifthmus of Suez
and the Red Sea. By thefe channels the
riches of the Eaft flowed into the Roman
Empire, and occafioned the vaft profufion of
jewels, {pices, fine cloths, and gold, with
which ‘it abounded. The Romans, on the
conqueft of Syria, found that part of Arabia
Deferta which occupies the fpace between
Aleppo and Buffora, and extending towards
the Euphrates on the one hand, and Damaf-
cus and Paleftine on the other, in a ftate very
different from that of the prefent day. The
city of Palmyra was then the great empo-
rium of caftern commerce, from whence it
branched out in all directions ; regular and
well-appointed ftages were eftablifhed, where
the caravans might be fupplied and repofe
in fafety; wells were dug, and pools formed,
in order to remedy as much as poffible the:

want of water. Remains of thefe are ftill
B2 vifible,
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vifible ; and they ferve to remind us of the
magnificence of Palmyra and Balbec, the
fame and riches of Tyre and Damafcus i
cities reared and nurtured by Indian com-
merce, ﬁ:arccly' to be equalled, and not out-
done by Rome herfelf. Independently of
the advantages which the Roman Empire
derived from this communication, they were
not neglectful of that by the Red Sea; they
were taught by the Egyptians, that an inter-
courfe might be upheld over the defart of
Suez and the Red Sea to the peninfula of
India, the ifland of Ceylon, Malacca, and
the Bay of Bengal. The port of Alexandria
was again fixed on as the emporium of this
commerce; and in this port was revived and
cancentrated, not only the trade of India, but
of that part of oriental Africa which bounds
the Indian ocean. The Roman veffels were
equipped from the port of Arfince, now"
called Suez, from whence they navigated in
fafety thofe feas which are by modern ac-
counts reprefented as dangerous in the ex-
treme. They failed with the Etefian winds,
and underftood perfedtly in what manner to
take the advantage of the different mon-
foons and feafons of the year, and made their
returns
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returns with equal eafe, bringing along with
them the ticheft commodities of the places
they had vifited. Thefe were tranfported by
the means of camels to Alexandria, where
they were embarked for various ports in the
Mediterranean, The exact fituation of the
Roman port on the Red Sea has been dif-
puted. The name of Berenice has been given
to a port, faid to have been placcd nearly
where Suez now ftands, or perhaps higher
up in the country, as the fea has receded
confiderably from the bottom of the gulf,
and from whence the Roman veflels were re-
ported to have failed for India, whilft others
have afferted that the fite of ancient Bere-
nice was on the fhores of Upper Egypt, clear
of the narrow fea of Suez, which is fubject
to partial winds, and badly calculated for
commerce. 'This place, now called Colffier,
is 100 leagues from Suez, and 100 miles
from the Banks of the Nile, It is highly
probable that the Romans at certain feafons
made ufe of this port in preference to Arfi-
noe, and that both thefe ports were fre-
quented by them, as they were well ac-
quainted with the divifions of the feafons,
and the coafts of Egypt and Arabia. The

B3 Romans
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Romans of the eaftern empire continued for
700 years to fupport their authority over
Syria and Egypt, till the grand revolution
in religion, under the banners of Mahomet
and his fucceffor Omar, about the middle
of the 7th century, wrefted both from their
hands.

So far have we derived information from the
records of antiquity : but the hiftory of this,
as of other parts of the world, is involved in
darknefs in the middle ages. The crufaders,
during a part of the 11th and 12th centu-
ries, over-ran Syria, but in their turn were
obliged to relinquifh all the advantages they
had gained, and to return home, leaving the
viGorious Saladin and his hardy Saracens to
triumph over Chriftian fanaticifm, bigotry,
and fuperftition. It required a confiderable
time to foften the inveteracy which this con-
tention of zealots had occafioned ; and it
was not till the 1gth century, when the
gloom of barbarifm introduced by the Gothsg
began to be difpelled in Europe, and the
fpirit of commerce again appeared, that an
attempt was made to re-eftablifh fo lucrative
a trade as that with India, by the medium of
the defarts ; for by this time the empire of

: the
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the Saracens had yielded to the power of the
Turks. Conftantinople and Cairo were for
a confiderable period, when Europe was
eclipfed in total darknefs, the grand depots
for the wealth of the Eaft. It will readily
occur, that when the fpirit of Chriftianity
refumed its fway, and reafon f{ucceeded  to
the madnefs of the erufades, the reftlefs tem-
per of mankind looked forward ta new
fources of fpeculation and enterprife. The
crufaders brought with them from Syria and
Paleftine, and alfo from Conftantinople, at
that time the refidence of the emperors of
the Eaft, a knowledge of policy and refine-
ment, and a tafte for the fine arts, which in-
tercourfe with the inhabitants of thofe parts
had contributed to infpire. ~ To this caufe is
to be afcribed the return of learning and
{cience into Europe, the rife of progreflive
difcovery in the Weit,

So early as the year 1296, John, Duke of
Brabant, eftablifhed a company of merchants
and traders, as a fociety of adventurers to
promote commerce and refearch.  This ufe-
ful order of men were tranflated into Eng-
Jand, and confirmed by King Edward the
Third. They however made, but little pro-.

B4 grefs
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grefs till the reign of Henry the Seventh,
who beftowed on them the name of * Mer-
chant Adventurers,” and under whofe
aufpices feveral important difcoveries origi-
nated : for the long and bloody wars with
France during three fucceflive Henrys, and
the inteftine troubles, occafioned by the dif-
putes between the houfes of Lancafter and
York, abforbed for a time all ideas but fuch
as proceeded from vinditive rage and un-
conquerable hate. Ideas neither likely to
produce nor to encaurage experiments or in-
ventions beneficial to humanity,

The phrenzy of religion or infatiable Tuft
obfcured the fucceeding reigns, till the en.
lightened and enterprifing Elizabeth, with
a view to national profperity, formed this
fociety into a legal corporation ; confidering
that the charges and rifk of equipping expe-
ditions for the purpofes of trade and difco-
very was by much too great to be incurred
by any individual. It is here worthy of re-
mark, that notwithftanding the infular fity-
ation of England, and its pofition on the
globe extremely favourable to commerce,
this country in refpect to other nations was
behind hand in nautical affairs. In the

reign
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reign of queen Elizabeth, navigation, fhip-
building, and commerce burft forth like a
meteor, and the trade to India became the
ardent and favourable fpeculation ; for prior
to this period all the larger veflels ufed by
the Englifh were built by foreigners, and
purchafcd from' them. In the play of the
Merry Wives of Windfor, written by Shaki-
peare in the year 1602, Sir John Falitaff,
in making mention of his favourite ladies,
obferves, *¢ They fhall be exchequers to me
t¢ they fhall be my Eaft and Weft Indics,
¢ and 1 will trade to them both:” a cir-
cumftance which clearly proves the eftima-
tion in which the trade to India was held, and
the expeétations that were formed in the
very infancy of its commencement.

To. the honour of monarchical govern-
ments, it is to be obferved, that crowned
heads have at all times been the uniform
promoters of ufeful difcovery. By the means
of monarchical influence and power, the
bleffings of humanity have been diftributed
to the utmoft corners of the earth, and thou-
finds have been made happy who were pin-
ing in want, or labouring in obfeurity * of
which his prefent Majeity’s diftinguifhed

attention-
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attention to the extenfion of geographical
difcovery, as well as the improvement of
knowledge in general, is an illuftrious
example. But the Genoefe and Venetians
having obtained leave of the Porte to fet-
tle confuls in Egypt and Syria, revived
a traffic with India, which they tranquilly
enjoyed for nearly two centuries, and which
raifed their riches and power to the utmoft
pitch. The difcovery of a paffage to India
by the Cape of Good Hope annihilated this
commerce, and reduced the ftates of 'Genoa
and Venice to their prefent fituation.

The enterprifing {pirit of the Portuguefe,
aided fortuitoufly by the religious views of
John the Second, king of that country, was
of eflential fervice in promating difcovery
and navigation. Refolving to explore the
unknown regions of Abyflinia, and to gain
information regarding the Indies, he was the
firft monarch who induced Europeans to pafs
the defarts of Arabia and of Africa. This
prince, the cotemporary of Henry VII.
about the year 1484, difpatched Alphonfo
de Payva to find out a Chriftian fovereign
who reigned in Ethiopia, of whom mention
had been made by Don Cam, one of

thofe
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thofe navigators who had explored the coaft
of Affica, and fuppofed, at that time, to be
Prefter John, with full powers to enter with
him into bonds of amity and commerce.
Pedro de Covillan was alfo appointed to
.accompany him, and to proceed to India by
the way of Cairo and the Red Sea, with
orders to communicate every circumitance
that might be found deferving of their at-
tention. They reached Tor in concert, and
from thence repaired to Aden, formerly a
rich commercial town, fituated a little to the
caftward of the Straits of Babel-mandel,
where Covillan embarked for the coaft of
Malabar, while his companion repaired te
Africa to take the route to Abyflinia. Co-
villan returned home by the way of Africa,
vifited Sofala, and feveral ports in the Ara-
bian Gulf. On his arrival at Cairo, he heard
of the death of his friend Alphonfo, who
had been murdered in his way to Ethiopia.
This event determined him to tranfmit to
Portugal an account of the difcoveries he
had already made, and of the information he
had received, and afterwards to fulfil that
part of the miffion which related to Abyf-
finia. This he allo accomplifhed, and had

an
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an interview with Alexander, the reigning
monarch. It is highly deferving of our
notice, that the obfervations and remarks of
this man led to the ultimate difcovery of the
paflage by the Cape of Good Hope; and
that he was the firft European traveller who
fingly and alone ventured by the unknown
and uncertain route to India by land. How
far this expedition of Covillan’s has contri-
buted towards the object of our immediate
inquiry, it is incumbent on us to fhew,

It has already becn obferved, thatthe fpi-
rit of commerce began to re-appear in Eu-
rope about the end of the 13th century.
At this time the polarity of the magnet was
difcovered in the Weft, although it is faid to
have been long before known to the Chinefe,
and made ufe of by that nation. The magnet,
for upwards of a century after its difcovery
in Europe, was not applied to any ufeful
purpofe, and was likely to prove but of litle
benefit to mankind in general. It fortunately
happened, that in the prevailing fyftem of the
day, extenfion of commerce, there arofe a
collateral object of equal importance, This

objet was difcovery, with which the ad.-

vancement of commerce, as well as of {ci-
ence

L]
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cnice and political power, Was clofely cons
nected.  Knowledge in the cradle, of flow
and lingering growth, required all the pro-
tection and encouragement which the fol-
tering care of governments could beftow.
Our firft adventurers were contented to exX-
plore the coafts of Europe and the Mediter-
sanean: and on the African fhore Cape
Non, the rugged promontory of Mount At
Jas, was the Ultima Thule to the South.
The Spaniards were poffeffed of the Canary
I{lands, which lie at no great diftance from
the coaft of Africa, and the Ifland of Ferrowas
at this timethe utmoft boundary of the known
world towards the Weft. Practical experi-
ence and indefatigable induftry and perfe-
verence, in the courfe of time, {furmounted
all obftacles, and laid open to the Weftern
world the treafures of the Eaft. Difcovery
originated with the Portuguefe, under the
aufpices of a great Prince, the Infant Don
Henry, who, for that purpofe, purchafed
from Maciot de Bethancourt the grant of the
Canarics, which the King of Caftile had
conceded to him. Poffefled of a key to the
Atlantic and the coaft of Africa, Don Henry,
about the year 1406, when out throne was

filled
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filled by Hf.':nry IV. fitted out feveral vefTels,
and before his death, which happened in
1463, the Continent of Africa, from Cape
Non to Cape Sierra Leona, was explored :
and the Iflands of Porto Santo, Madeira,
the Azores, or Weftern Iflands, and the Cape
de Verd, were added to geographic know-
ledge. Difcoveries along the Continent of
Africa were unceafingly and determinedly
continued, till the year 1486-7, in the reign
of John II. that Bartholomew Diaz, having
navigated more than 1000 miles of ceaft hi-
therto unknown, arrived at and actually dou-
bled the Cape of Good Hope. On his re-
turn to the Court of Portugal, he expatiated
much on the ftorms which he had encoun-
tered in thofe feas, and the danger and diffi-
culty which would ever attend all fimilar at-
tempts. Diaz gave it the name of Cabo
Tormentofo: but this John adroitly and
properly changed to the Cabo del Buena Ef-
peranza.  In the difcovery of this Cape he
forefaw the future aggrandizement of his
kingdom, the riches of his people, and his
own glory. Covillan had made it a parti-
cular object to afcertain the exat termina.
tion of the Continent of Africa on that fide

' which
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which he was then vifiting. From a perfect
knowledge of the Arabic, and his inter-
courfe with the Moors, Arabs, and not only
with all the traders in the Eaftern feas, but
alfo with the merchants of thofe parts which
he traverfed, Covillan gained the effential in-
formation of this ftormy and dangerous Cape,
and of any world beyond which they had no
knowledge. From this coincidence the King of
Portugal was convinced, from letters which
had preceded Covillan, that the object of 100
years refearch was now attained, and the na~
vigation to India within his grafp. Had it
not been for the joumney of Covillan, this
circumftance could not have been known;
and it confequently follows that the exer-
tions and energy of this traveller had a con-
fiderable fhare in the honour of a difcovery
fo important and beneficial to human nature,
and fo particularly interefting to the profpe-
rity and aggrandizement of our own coun-
try. It may be a matter of furprife that the
Portuguefe, when fully informed and con-
vinced of the practicability of a paffage round
the Cape, fhould have wafted ten years with-
out making any attempt to eftablith a trade
with India. John II. having died fhortly

after
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after the retumn of Diaz from his fortunate
Voyage, the fucceflion devolyed on his coufin
Don Emanucl, who had married his fifter,
This Prince, in place of treading in the foot-
fteps of his predeceflor, and acting from
himfelf, on the bright example which had
been fet before him, had recourfe to the opi-
nions and councils of bigoted and ignorant
nobles, by whofe arguments and influence
the proje, ‘which had been recommended
in the laft moments of the late King, was
for a time fufpended.

The Spaniards, before this period, had
evinced a confiderable degree of enterprife
in the line of d.ifcovcry. Columbus, under
the aufpicious reign of Ferdinand and Ifabel-
la, in 1492, difcovered the Bahama Iflands ;
and fhortly after the Continent of North
America was difcovered by the Cabors, un-
der the patronage of Henry VII. It is re-
markable, that the object of Columbus was
not the difcovery of a new world, but thar
of a paffage to the Eaft Indics by the North
Weft.  Jealoufy and apprehenfion flimulated
Emanuel, left the Spaniard fhould fnatch
from his hands the glory he had within his
reach, and pluck the layrel from his brows -

the
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the views of the clergy, who were anxious
to propagate the Chriftian religion in un-
known countries, finally determined the
choice of Emanuel to equip a flect of four
veflels, and manned with only 160 men.
This finall armament fet fail from Belem,
the port of Lifbon, in the year 1497, in
order to difcover the coafts of India, by the
way of the Cape of Good Hope, und
which. with litde difficulty, was happily
cffected, :

From this period no mention is made of
any other itinerant till the year 1528, when
Mendoza, govemor of Ormus, (for in the
courfe of a very few years had the Portu-
guefe eftablithed themfelves in many im-
portant fituations in the Eaft) difpatched
Anthony Terniec with advices of great im-
portance to the court of  Lifbon by the route
of Buffora, and the Great Defart. This
meflenger directed his courfe to the port of
Tripoli in Syria, where he embarked for
Italy, from whence he arrived fafe in Portu-
gal. - Terniec travelled ona dromedary, at-
tended by a fingle Arab as his protector,
rather than his guide, for he fhaped his route
by a compafs, On his retum home, his

Vor. L. C journey



( 18 )

journey was regarded of fo wonderful a na-
ture, that he was followed by crowds of his
countrymen, begging of him to relate his
adventures, and by what means he had tra-
verfed the fandy regions of the Defart. From
that time to the prefent, many adventurers
have croffed the Defart in all direétions;
by which means it is now perfe@ly known.
"Thefe travellers have amply gratified our cu-
riofity, and afforded us information on every
fubject deferving our attention, whether in
regard to the commerce, natural hiftory, or
‘the manners and cuftoms of the inhabitants.
Amongft the firft Europeans who vifited In-
dia by this route, we find the names of Cze-
far Frederick, who went to that country b}r
Aleppo in the year 1561—Peter Teixera in
1605—>Sir Thomas Roe in 1614—Darvieux
in_blﬁﬁ‘;:. But, above all, we muit not omit
to make mention of an mra in our own hif-
tory, which fhould never be forgotten, while
we pride ourfelves in the event by which we
obtained the greateft dominion, added to
the moft extenfive commerce, that has ever
been poflefled by any nation, or by any
country.

The
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'The influx of wealth into the kingdom
of Portugal, by means of the trade with the
Eaft Indies, having begun to roufe the fpirit
and enterprife of mercantile adventurers, “in
the year 1583, our countrymen, John New-
berie, Eldred, and. Fitch, were, by Queen
Elizabeth, difpatched to India, with letters
- to the Kings of Cambay and China. The
object of this expedition was to obtain in-
formation on the nature of Indian commerce,
and the praticability of opening a trade by
the Cape of Good Hope. They vifited
Agra, Lahor, Bengal, and Malacca, and re-
turned in the year 1591 by Ormus and Syria,
and- were the firft Englithmen that vifited
India by land. Their account of the wealth,
commerce, and abundant refources of the
Eaft, were fo alluring and flattering to Eli<
zabeth, that the was induced, in the year
1600, towards the clofe of her reign, to
grant the firft charter of incorporation,
under the great feal of England, to an Eaft-
India Company, conftituting them fole and.
exclufive traders to the Eaft Indies. It is
fcarcely to be credited, that at this period the
capital of the Company was only Tﬂ,cm]

S TR Let .
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Let this be compared with the prefent flate
of that imperial body.

: In this place we cannot help remarking
the length of time which elapfed before this
country enjoyed any fhare of the trade to
India.—The Portuguefe, who firft vifited
Calicut under the celebrated Vafquez de
Gama, arrived at that place on the 17th of
May, 1489; and we find, that in the year
1500 they had eftablithed a factory at Cali-
cut, under Pedro Alvarez de Cabral; and
that in the year 1502 they had factories at
both Cochin and Cannanore. = Such was the
enterprife and refolution of the Portuguefe
in-maritime affairs at this period, that Diego
Botello, in the year 1536, conveyed to
John HIL. King of Portugal, intelligence of
the ceflion of Dicu to Acugna, his Admiral,
ina wveflel only 22 feet in length, 12 in
breadth, and 6 in height, The Ifland of
Dieu was firft poffeffed by the Portuguefe in
1515. « It 1s three miles long, and one in
breadth. Dieu Head, which is a bold pro-
montory, lies in 69. 52. Eaft Longitude,
and 20. 43. North Latitude, and is ftill re-
tained by the crown of Portugal, ;
sad On
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" On the other hand, it does not appear that
any attempt was made by the merchants oi:
England till the year 1600, when four thips
were fitted out, under the command of James
Lancafter, and difpatched to India, ‘with a
view to participate in a trade . which, from
that perjod to the! prefent day, has been im-
proved with fuch wonderful perfeverance and
fuccefs as to aftonith all Europe, and to
render Great Britain the greateft commercial
nation in the world : how long this diftinc-
tion: will continue, time alone muft deter-
mine.  In the mean while, it is deferving of
attention, that the fcenes to which thefe ob-
{fervations refer, are, at the prefent crilis,
particularly interefting. Whatever may be
the particular views of the rulers of France,
or rather, perhaps, of that fingle mind on
which the deftinies of France and of Europe
appear fo greatly to turn, there is little doubt
that the Turkifh empire is on the very verge
of diffolution, The enervation of the Sul-
tans, from the period that they ceafed to head
their armies in perfon, and fhut themfclves
up in the haram; the indolence, ignorance,
and felfifh fenfualities of the great officers of
ftate ; the infubordination of the Pachas;

Cg’ the
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difaffection of the Provinces; and particu-
karly the flate of Greece, indignant of the
barbarian yoke, and panting after freedom:
all thefe circumftances announce, to the in-
telligent obferver, ‘the fubverfion of the Ote
toman throne, and that the Eaftem empire is
foon to become the grand theatre of conteria
tion among the predominant powers of Eu-
rope. The progrefs of commerce and colo-
nization has, for three centuries, laid the
{cenes of conteft among: rival powers in the
wide’ocean, But from the never-ceafing vis -
ciflitudes of human affairs, the attentipn of
flates and fovereign Princes, is about to be
drawn in fome meafure from the Atlantic,
the Pacific, and the Indian oceans, to the
Mediterranean :and the Nile, to . the gulfs
of Arabia and Perfia,

. There isa ftriking affinity to be remarked
between the Turkifh empire, at the prefent
moment, and that of the Mogul dominion in
India, when the governors 'of provinces and
great officers of ftate began tofhake off, which
they did by degrees, all dependance on the
Emperor. It only remains to be known whes
ther the Greeks and other nations are to recon
vertheirliberty by theaid of Franceand Spain,

or
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or that of Ruffia, in cohcert awith Great Bri-
tain, ‘The fAuctuating and uncertain p:t:ﬂiﬁi?ls
of the Dire&tory of France ; that verfutility
which guides their conduct, and their: eafy
and rapid tranfition’ from one fyftém Of te-
pravity to another, prevents all reaféming on
the fubjed of the war, or forming conclu-
fons from fixed or determimate principles.
Sordid and fanguindry, their motives are in-
fluenced by felfifhnefs or capticé : antl what-
ever they refolve, is indertaken with 2 view
to enrich and fatiate themfelves at the ex-
pence of every thing dear or valuable.” The
recent invafion of Egypt exhibits a juft
picture of the arts which the French' na-
tion have hitherto practifed, to {ubjugate,
or, in their own language, to organize
country, who, from particular r;i'rcu'r'n-
ftances, may be unable to oppofe their law-
lefs depredations. Manifeftoes have been
publifhed, declaring, that their grounds of
complaint are not againft the Turkith go-
vernmient, but to punifh the rebel Beys of
Egypt, who have infulted their national flag,
imprifoned their merchants, and who have
thrown off their dependance on their lawful
fovereign. By this oftentatious and no lefs

C 4 delufive
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delufive manifefto, they engage to become
the champions of the Grand Seignior, to
fight his battles, punith his rebellious fub-
jects, and declare themfelves true Muf-
fulmen, and defenders of Iflamifim. Thefe
are the means by which they arrogate pow-
ers which never exifted, or never can be al-
lowed, either by the law and cuftom of na-
tions, or human jt_xrii'prudencc.l It is alfo
announced, that by the invafion of Egypt
they attack the Englith and their power in
‘India. Language fo noyel in the hiftory of
nations may poflibly be attended to by the
parafites of a tottering and enfeebled throne;
yet in this cafe the Turks muft have loft all
energy of character, and be approaching ftill
nearer to diffolution than we have yet ima-
gined, Allowing this inertion on the part
of the Turks, Buonaparte and his army have
neyerthelefs to firuggle with infurmountable
difficulties ; and thofe are of fuch a nature
as cannot be overcome. Befide the influ-
ence of t_he.Br:}rs, the whole ftrength of the
three Arabias will be exerted and drawn to
one focus, to hurl deftru@ion on their head.
The vicinity of Mecca and Medina, and
the jealoufy of an Eurapean force fo near

ta
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to the tomb of their prophet, and the refi-
dence of their High Prieft, the Sherreeff of
Mecca, will be a powerful ftimulus, and a
crufade under his banners: will. commence
with all the fury which the zeal and frenzy
of religion can infpire. It will become a
war of enthufiafm and: opinion; where each.
individual will feel himfelf interefted ; every
{oil will have its Cafar, and the fpirit of
Mahomed and the firft Caliphs will be rege-
nerated, and  the. glory of the. Saracens will
be remembered and imitated, Buonaparic,
though in a fertile country, cut off from all
communication either by the Mediterranean
or the Red Sea, will foon become deflitute
of every neceffary, and be reduced to the hu-
miliating fituation in which St. Louis found
himfelf fome centuries ago on the banks of
the Nile.

In whatever manner thc Turks may be in-
clined to ac, the invafion of Egypt will
tend more or lefs to the event which we
have already prognofticated. The Arabs
will afcertain their ftrength, and what they
are capable of performing; on the other
hand, it will expofe the imbecility of the
Turkifh government, and inevitably produce-

a revalt
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a revolt throughout their Afiatic provinces,
where their power is only nominal, while
European Turkey will be left a prey to the
Emperors of Ruffia and Germany : the un-
lappy Greeks will find dcliverers, and be
rechaiimed from a favage and Ticentious life,
toa rank and eftimation in civil order and
focicty. ~ The exiftence of = the Turkith
power can neither be ‘acceffary or n:mﬂ"atjr
to Britains on the éonti-nry. the Aribs are
the natural guardians' of ' thofe countries,
provinces, and feas ‘Wwhich divide Europe
from an immediate communication with
India. ' It is their intereft to maintain the
fovereignty and independence ‘of the ‘de-
firts of Arabia, of Suez, and-of Thebais;
and the Arab chiefs, and not the Turks,
impofe on the trade with the Eaft thofe
reftrictions by which the commerce of
the Eaft-India Company is ftrengthened
and concentrated. Fortunately for this
body, exifting circumftances, opinions, and
fuperftition, operate powerfully in their fa-
vour, and prove the beft and fureft bul-
wark to prevent European nations from

opening a commerce by the Red Sea. Tip-
poo, although a Mahometan, and a power-

ful
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ful as well as ambitious Prince, has notbeen
able to promotc 2 direét communication with

the city of Conftantinople and European Tur--

key. His object was to eftablith factories at
Mocha, and in other ports on the Red Sea,
where the commodities of his country might
be fold, and where he might have in ex-
change whatever articles he flood in need of
from the European market. Could we allow
ourfelves for a moment to fuppofe that it
were poflible for the French to eftablifh them-
felves in Egypt, there cannot exift a doubt
but: that ‘the menacing  pofition which' they
would affume, would, with fuch an ally as
"Tippoo, be extremely unfavourable and even
dangerous to the- Britith interefts in India.
We fhould bethen continually on the watch to
guard againft their machinations, as the fitu-
ation of Egypt would enable the French to
waft to the fhores of India, in lefs than a
month, a numerous body, and kindle the
flames of war, which has more than once re-
duced the treafury and the refources of the
Company to the loweft cbb. But we have no-
thing to apprehend : the Company have the
fineft and beft-appointed army in the world 3
men who are equal to the defence and pro-

23| tection
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teétion of Britith India; and we may con-
fole ourfelves, while that country is governed
by wife and prudent meafures, that it may
long continue to remain a valuable append-
age to our empire.-

The Arabs are extremely teracious and
jealous of their trade in the Red Sea, and
private intrigue has prevented a general ex-
ttnfion of commerce in thofe parts : the in-
fluence of the Sherreeff of Mecca has been
particularly exerted, with the view of draw-
ing to his own port of Gedda the whole of
the cuftoms, and prevent any participation in
the high parts of that fea.

Amongft the firft Englithmen that vifited
Mocha was a Captain Sharpeigh in the
Afcenfion. The Patha of Sanaa, the ca-
pital of the province of Yemen, which lies
180 miles N.N. E. from Mocha, difap-
proved of his coming, and wamed him
againft it in future, ‘The Pafhas of Cairo
and Suakem, ftimulated by the Arabs, and
fupported by the Sherreeff of Mecca, feized
the opportunity of making application to the
Grand Seignior ; they reprefented to him
that the Afcenfion had purchafed all the
choice wares of India, to the great diminution

of
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of the cuftoms ; and that if a flop was not
put to fuch praétices, it would be the over-
throw of trade in thofe feas. The Grand
Seignior, by his Firmaun, commanded the
Patha of Sanaa, that if any more Englith
or other Chriftians came into thofe parts,
that he fhould confifcate their thip and goods,
and kill or captivate their men. Matters
were thus fituated when Sir Henry Middle-
ton, on the 13th day of November, 1610,
arrived with three fhips and a victualler at
Mocha, charged with letters from James the
Firft to the Pafha on the {fubject of com-
merce. But the Pafha, in place of encou-
raging trade, feized Sir Henry, and fent him
prifoner to Sanaa, from whence he contrived
to make his efcape on board of his own fhip.
To obtain fatisfaction for the infult, Sir
Henry laid the vellels in the harbour of Mocha
under embargo. This meafure produced apo-
logies on the part of the Pafha, and a fum of
money was obtained as an indemnification.
We hear nothing more of any attempt to renciv
this intercourfe till Captain Andrew Shil-
ling, in the year 1618, was, in confequence
of Sir Thomas Roe’s negociation, fent from
Surat to fettle the trade at Mocha.- Thefe
“NThG ‘tran{-
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tranfactions took place when the Turkith
empire was more formidable, and had more
authority over their diftant dependencies
than they have at the prefent moment. Even
in the year 1712 the power of the Grand

Seignior over Yemen bad fo far diminifhed,

that he condefcended to fend an Ambaffador
to the King of Yemen, to complain that,

becaufe Europeans were allowed to load

large fhips with coffee, it was become fcarce

and dear in Turkey, and the cuftoms of the

Grand Seignior were hurt by it.. The Am-

baflador ufed every effort and perfuafion in

his power to prevent this trade in future,

and with a view to divert the fame into other

channels. The King avoided the demand,

was civil to the Ambaflador, but difmiffed

him without his errand.

The intereft which the Turks have, or ra-
ther with to poflefs, in this trade is obvious.
The policy which induces the Turks to
be aiding and aflifting in precluding Eu-
ropeans from any communication with India
by Cairo and the Red Sea, to the total de-
privation of European trade in that quarter,
3s cvidently ealeulated to lay open that com-
merce to themielves, and to engrofs all the

: advan-
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advantages thereof, which the Eaft-India
Company have uniformly endeavoured topre-
vent. The object of the Turkifh empire,
is, to clofe the ports in the Red Sea againit all
European powers whatfoever; at the fame
time to have them open for the importation
of the manufadures of India, in veffcls be-
Jonging to the Muflulmen of that country.
This trade, with the coffee, gums, and therich
produee of Arabia, would be carried exclu-
fively into European Turkey. Conftanti-
nople would become the grand emporium of
eaftern commerce by the Red Sea. It is the
imbecility of the Porte that prevents the
completion of a plan fo beneficial to the
Turkifh government, and which would ren-
der nugatory and abortive all farther attempts
on the part of the Eaft-India Company
againt it. It is evidently not from political
relation, or from any coincidence of mutual
and reciprocal intereft, that the Turks are in-
duced and fo readily inclined to liften to the
remonftrances of our Ambaffador. = It is
their inability, and not their inclination, we
have to thank. The Arsb Sheicks, and not
the Pachas, fent by the Porte, have now the
g control
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control on the borders of the Red Sea; it
is the intereft of the Sherreeff of Mecca, of
the King or Imaum of Yemen, and of all
the principal and leading men ‘in Arabia to
deal with Europeans. By their medium
they receive India goods, which are vended
in Arabiz and Turkey, and on which the
Arabs impofe heavy duties: thefe duties by
no means flow into the treafures of the
Grand Seignior, but, on ' the contrary, are
retained by themfelves. The Porte, not-
withftanding their inability of dictating to
the Arabs, find it to their advantage to aflift
them, in keeping fhut the overland com-
munication ; and while they want the power
to engrofs the trade to themfelves, fhill en-
deavour to 'pr:ve;nt the participation of Eu-
ropeans : for it is better that the Arabs, asa
component ‘part of the empire of the Turks,
fhould continue to enjoy the benefit which
the trade produces, than that any other na-
tions fhould deprive them of it. = The quef-
tion therefore is, whether is it for the in-
tereft of Great  Britain to aggrandize an
empire, whofe commercial views interfere

fa much with our own; or, fhould the
. A.rabs
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Arabs be protefted and encouraged as the
natural guardians of the barrier between
Europe and the Eaft Indies, by the medium
of the Defarts, and whofe advantage it Is,
while they permit a free trade in the Red
Sea; at the fame time to prevent the Port
of Suez from being the refort either of Eu-
ropean or of Turkifh traders for the purpofe
of condudting commerce with any part of
Europe.

The brilliant victory which has been re-
cently obtained by Admiral Nelfon over the
Toulon Fleet at the mouth of the Nile
flands unparallelled in our Naval Hiftory :
an action fo decided, and at the fame time,
achieved at a moment {o critical and peri-
lous, will, it is to be hoped, accelerate the
approach of peace. This fplendid victory
bids fair to open once more the harbours and
ports of the Mediterranean to our thips, efta-
blifh our naval pre-eminence in that quarter,
and in fome meafure reftore our trade to the
Levant, which has been long ufurped by the
French nation. It effeétually cuts off Buon-
aparte from every profpect of refource or in-
deed afliftance of any kind from the Direc-
tory. It may probably involve the imme-

Vor. I D diate
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diate furrender of Malta, and the capture of
the ci-devant Venetian iflands : and what is
of the greateft confequence, it exalts and
promotes our weight and confequence in the
eyes of maritime nations.

The declaration of war by the Porte againft
the Direétory of France, ecven though the
Divan fhould enter heartily and zealoufly
into the views and meafures of the Allied
Powers, will neither avert nor procrafti-
nate the impending fate of the Turkifh Em-
pire. 'The Pafhas and Governors of diftant
provinces will not neglect the advantage
arifing from a flate of affairs fo unfettled,
wavering, and precarious, and fo tempting
at once to rapacity and ambition. The coa-
lition of the Ruflians and the Turks is mon-
ftrous and incongruous; and, being merely
a temporary expedient, cannot in any way
alter the difcordant and oppofite views of
their refpective nations.

The intereft of Great Britain, on the con-
clufion of the war, will remain in ftatu
quo, and cannot be affected by any meafures
which the neceffities of the times, and ' the
extraordinary pofture of public affairs, may'
cither encourage or compel the Court of

Ruffia,
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Ruffia, whofe throne is filled by a defcendant
of the Greek Empire of Byzantium, or the
Grand Seignior to adopt.

In the midit of this arduous and expenfive
warfare, in which the political horizon daily
wears a new cumpleﬂinn; the Britith Mi-
niftry will no doubt bear in mind the
claims of this country to a port or ports in
the Mediterranean. Now is the moment
when a permanent eftablithment fhould be
effe€ted ; and the Ifland of Candia at once
prefents itfelf as the object of our choice.
Such is the ftate of the Turkith Empire,
that the Porte would readily cede this valu-
able and important ifland to the Crown of
Britain. :

It would appear that the French, lik
other reformers, have attempted to make re-
ligion fubfervient to their purpofe, and to
become acceffary in fome meafure to am-
bition and plunder. The fhrine of the Pro-
phet, the Chapel of Loretto, the Pope, the
Sherreeff of Mecca, and the Lama, areequally
refpected. T heard of a new religion while
I was in Arabia, which had been recently
cftablifhed, and what was moft extraordi-

nary, in the vicinity of Mecca: but the
Dz dodtrines
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dorines which it inculcated had not fpread
beyond the bounds of a particular family,
and it was by no means likely to become ge-
neral, or to extend over a country where pre-
judice and enthufiafm are fo ftrongly rooted,
and innovation fo dangerous, and where the
paflions of the inhabitants and the influence
of climate tend equally to fupport and pro-
mote the precepts of Mahomet. The def-
tiny of Buonaparte is fixed ; and although
the fplendour of his former days may here-
after illumine the page of hiftory, his expe-
dition to Egypt will be recorded as an a& of
extravagance and folly,

TRAVELS,



TRAVELS,

E3¢c. e,

"THE particular fituation of my private
conceérns requiring immediate attendance in
India, and no opportunity of-a fea convey-
ance by any eligible mode offering at this
feafon of the year, I judged it moft advifa-
blé to undertake an over-land journey. Early
in the month of Auguft I addreffed the
Court of Direétors of the Eaft-India Com-
pany, acquainting them, that in confequence
of their permiffion, previoufly obtained, I was
in readinefs to fet out for India on the fhorteft
notice, and requefted to be entrufted with the
care of difpatches to their prefidencies abroad.
The Court having granted my requeft, on
the 21ft of Auguft, 1789, in the afternoon,
I received from the Deputy Secretary a packet

D 3 for
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for Bombay, covering others for Bengal and
Fort St. George, for which a receipt was
taken in the ufual form. Some letters of
confequence from the Board of Control not
being ready, I was detained till the next
morning.

At 10 A. M. of the 22d, I left London,
accompanied by Mr. Adam Blackader,
a furgeon on the Madras eftablifhment, who
had the Company’s permiflion to return
to his ftation over-land; a friend, who
propofed to accompany us to Venice ; and
Mrs, Tayler, whofe intention was to return
back from the laft-mentioned place.

Our equipment for this journey con=
fited of a flrong travelling coach, com-
pletely fitted up. We laid in a large flock
of portable foup, curry {tuff, and fome
good tea. The two former articles are of
the greateft ufe in many fituations, pm';m-
larly on the Defart, and the laft is a thing
never to be procured, even at any price.—
Coffee is to be had every where, and confe-
quently unneceffary to be provided before-
hand, Mr. Blackader and myfelf were feve.
rally provided with a gun and a pair of pif-

tols,
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tols, both plainly mounted, with the neceffary
apparatus, twelve {hifts of linen, one coat, &
few pair of fhoes and flockings, and 2 pair
of boots.

We judgedit ufeful, asweafterwards found,
pot to neglect a fmall medicine box, contain-
ing the moft neceflary articlés in the profef-
fion of phyfic and furgery. We prr.:rcured'
the beft maps of the country through which
we were to pals, with a road book by Dus
tens, defcriptive of the fituation, foil, and
produce of each diftrict, population, curio-
fities, &c. &c.; a compafs by Dolland, a {py
glafs, a thermometer, and fome phofphorus
matches hermetically fealed, to which I re-
gret not having added a {fmall fextant. Thefe
articles were put up in a fmall compafs, which
was afterwards reduced to a trunk for each
perfon, independent of our bedding.

We had two fervants, one a native of Ben-
gal, and but of little ufe ; the other a native
of Iraly, who underftood French and Ger-
man; he was befide a hair-drefler, valet-de-
chambre, courier, taylor, cook, and purveyor
for the party, willing to employ his talents
in each capacity, as by turns they became

neceffary.
D 4 On
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On our arrival in the evening at Dover,
we wereinformed by the mafter of the packet
boat, that the tide would anfwer about one
in the morning. Determined to fpend the laft
evening in Old England as happily as we
could, a good fupper was ordered, and we
continued our libations till we were told it
was time to embark, :

The difturbances in France rendered our
paffage through that country precarious, if
not dangerous, particularly being in charge
of public papers; for befides the Company’s
packet, there were others of confiderable
import.  The banditti were in full poffeffion
of the road, particularly to Marfeilles ; and
the affair of the Breft plot, with the fudden
departure of our Ambaffador, the Duke of
Dorfet, from Paris, and fome other congo-
mitant circumftances, rendered the name of
an Englifbman rather unpopular, Thele
confiderations induced me to determine on
the route through Germany, as being lefs
liable to cither infult or delay.

Inthis fituation Oftend was the port I deter
mined tomake; the freight thither was fettled
at ten guineas for the paffengers, and two Ui-
neas for the carriage, A flock of provifions

and
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and wine, fufficient for three days, being
laid in at our own expence, We fet fail, with
a fair wind, for the Continent of Europe,
leaving behind the chalky cliffs, fo well de-
fcribed by the pen of our immortal Shak-
fpeare; -

How fearful
And dizzy 'tis to caft our eyes o low!
The crows and choughs that wing the midwayair
Shew fearce fo grofs as beetles: half way down
Hangs one that gathers famphire ;—dreadful trade!
Methinks he feems no bigger than his head s
“The fifliermen, that walk upon thebeach,
Appear like mice; and yon tall anchoring bark,
Diminifh'd to her cock; her cock a buay,
Almoft too finall for fight:  The murmuring furge,
That on the unpumber'd idle pebbles chafes,
Cannot be heard fo high,—TI'"ll look no more,
Left my brain turn, and the deficient fight
Topple down headlong. \

The accommodation on board thefe pack-
ets are exceedingly good ; they are fitted up
in a particular ftyle of neatnefs; the beds
are clean, and every thing carries the appear-
ance of comfort, ‘The fea was fmooth, and
left us quietly to enjoy our nap. Although
we embarked at one A. M. of the 23d, fuch
was our bad luck, that by a fhift of wind

we
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we were prevented from reaching Oftend till
late next evening. On our arrival at the
Hotelde Ia Cour Imperial, kept by an Eng-
lifhman, we found that the carriage had
fuftained fome damage in the embarkation,
It was alfo neceflary to have our baggage
examined at the cuftom-houfe. A pafi-
port was abfolutely requifite: neither did
the poft-mafter feem inclined to give us
‘horfes, had every thing elfe been in train,
Neceflity obliged us to take up our abode for
the night: in the morning (but not till near
eleven o’clock) we had our trunks examined
very civilly by the cuftom-houfe officers,
who, fora trifling gratuity, did not infift on
tumbling about our fmall quantity of bag-
gage, or of expofing it to the crowd, Our
trunks were now plumbé, and our paflport
delivered.—Here let me caution travellers
to be careful in this refpect. If their bag-
gage be fealed in this manner, it is fure of
pafling unmolefted through all the Emperor’s
dominions, and the fame in France ; that is,
till fuch time as you have occafion to open
your baggage, which may not be for fome
days, and then the fame thing is renewed :
the operation is merely faftening a piece 'of

lead
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lead with the cuftom-houfe ftamp in fuch a
manner, that your baggage cannot be opencd
without cutting the ftring to which the feal
is attached.

With two German poftillions, and four
bad horfes, preceded by.our courier, we left
Oftend at half paft eleven, and took the
road to Bruges.—The pens of many travel-
lers having' been employed, with fufficient
induftry and circumftantiality in defcribing
the different countries traverfed in our route,
I fhall fatisfy myfelf with merely detailing
the names of places, with the diftance of
the ftages, and the time on the road; and
with adding a few obfervations that I judge
cither intercfting or neceffary for the guids
ance of future travellers,

MAJOR
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MAJOR TAYLOR'S ROUTE

IH'M : T4 |
LONDON. T0 _VENICE, . .|
1 By l"J‘?-. i -"T',L..:
IN AUGUST, 1789. -

IN time of peace ‘travellers may go from
Harwich to Helvoetfluys, and from thence
by the Moordyke and: Antwerp to Mechlen,
- by water; from whence to Lovain it is only
two pofls; or from Fluthing in the fame
manner. There is a canal from Oftend to
Bruflels for thofe who may choofe that
route. Travelling by water is remarkably
cheap, and very commodious, all through
the Low Countries, and in the fummer fea-
fon it is extremely pleafant. The traveller
has by this mode the beft means of mixing

’ and
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and becoming acquainted with the difpo-
Gition and manners of the people of the
country through which he paffes: a circum-
tance which cannot fail of being approved
by the lovers of pure unfullied nature. You
have befides an opportunity of viewing the
country as you glide gently along, of reading
and converfing at pleafure, or of making
your remarks as objects worthy of attention
may Occur. :

There is no neceflity for a traveller’s mix-
ing with the loweft claffes of the people;
on the contrary, you may hire the roof or
beft cabin, where you exclude all other
paffengers, and affociate or not with them,
according to circumftances or inclination.
This mode of travelling is convenient in re-
gard to baggage: it is not rubbed to pieces,
as is always the cafe in pofting ; and you
have porters and men with hand-barrows
ready on the arrival of the Trackfchuyt to
convey the baggage wherever you order it.
All this may be performed at a very mode-
rate expence, although it cannot be recom-
mended for expedition.

Route
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ITAGLE. Engl. miles 'l Polls I Time on road [|Delays
From London to | s1. | F. H, | M. [{8.|M
1 Dover - -{7e]| o 10 o
2 Oftend,by water 18{30
q Bruges - -j{12| o 3| 3o ol3o
4 Aler - '- =J12} of 2 9 oll o5
5 Ghent - -1ag| o e I = g5 || 1j10
6 Qimdrlght -=-] 61 0 J 1 1| 10| ojto
g Alok - - - % o 1'1E g o || oo
8 Alche - - o |14 1| 96|l oji2
g Bruffels - -] 9| oij 1% 1| a8 || 5l30
1o Cortemberg - | 12 | © s r | 30 || o4t
11 Lovain - -| 8| ol 12 1 11 || 1] @
12 Tirlemont -| 10| ol 2 1 | 35 || of11
13 St. Tron - -f12] ol 2 2| 24|l 840
14 Hores - -j10}-0 '| 15 2 o || ojio
15 Licg-: - = =/ 10 (] |4 :,g. o solhata
16 La Batife - = | 12 ol 2 4 5 2ig5
213 | o© |
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Remarks.

. Went to the York hotel at Dover.
" Good accommodation at the Hotel de 1a Cour Im-

pe rial.

. At the poft-houfe good accommodation.
. No accommodation to be had.
. Very good accommodation at the poft. There is 2

canal from hence 10 Oftend, with convenient boats.
—0On the Scheld.

. Bad accommeodation.

" Bad sccommodation.—On the Dender.

| Good accommodation at the poft-houfe.

. Excellentat the Hoteld'Angleterre—ilept and break-

fafted—the roads from Oftend to this place are well
paved, the country level, and affording but little
Varietv. The neighbourhood of Bruffels is moft de-
lightful.

5 accommeodation of any kind.
Pretty good at the poft—delayed from want of cattle.
Good accommodation at the poft.
At the polt the accommodation is bad ; there is, how-

perienced 2 gu:-:u. delay from want of horfes:
none procurable before two in the morning.
Hores is a dirty village, where you will find no ac-
commodation. Between this ftage and the "pre-
ceding, St. Tron, you quit the Low Countrics,
and enter Germany. You lofe the Pavé after
fome diftance from Bruffels, and the road becomes
worle.
The poft-houfe is out of the town, 3 poor houfe;
there are plenty of commodious hotels within the
tes. Crofled the Meufe. J
new and a good inn; the lh%e to this- place is
exceedingly ftecp and bad road; worfes and driving
bad—here another delay; not a horfe to be had for
feveral hours.

17. In
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Route from London to Venice.

sTAGEL. Engl. miles )| Poftaf] Time on road Delays
M. | ¥ H. | M. ||8.]s:

213 | o
37 Aix-la-Chapelle) 15| o || 2 4| 30 Jl4] 0
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-2z0 Cologne - - 158 ol 11 4 35 |l 6lio
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Remarks.

%

1n copfequence of the great refort to this place, &
traveller has a right to expeét the belt accom-
modation,. We were here within a fhort difs
tance of Spa, but through very deep roads. The
approach 1o Aix-la-Chapelle,” for four miles, is
unfpeakably bad, being mountainous, with heavy
fuuﬁ the couniry about overgrown with bufhes,
and extremely wild in appearance—halted all night
to procure cath from the banker.

Indifferent accommodation. No horfes—complained
to the Commandant, who alfured us we fhould have
the firlt that came in. .

Adirty village—nothing good t6 be had here.

At the Ville de Prague tolerable ; arriving juit before
the gates [hut, 0hli§cd to remain till five next morn»
ing; flept'in our clathes.

Good accommodation.—The lalt flage along the
banks of the Rhine to the town ; the country beau,
tiful, with pleafant villages on the fide of the river— ~
halted tiil the horfes fed. ]

. A dirty, mean place; no accommodation. Here

we were informed that the fair at Franckfort pre-
vented our getting horfes ; and although we arrived
at one o'clock, we were detained till within twenty
minutes of fix at a wretched public-houfe—bad
viftuals and four wine; with abundance of impo-
E;i;.n—nt laft no horfes for the fervants—the driving
A very comfortable poft-houfe. The laft flage,
nmwithllanding eyery inconvenience, proved !‘h':
molt pleafing one we i{m-:l experienced.  The Rhine .
confined between the hills, with neat houfes clofe
on the river; the vincyards extended on the fides of
the mouatains, and Eﬂ excellent road keeping th&
GXd

Val, I.
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Route from London to Venice.

ETACEE- Engl. miles|{ Polls “Tl.mtunmﬂ\. | Delays
M. | F. | m | o [
qio |- 6
25 Coblentz = - |13 6| 1 e| 0 elgo
g5 Naflau - -Ja15]| off 1} 2| s0fl 1{o
86 Narfletin - -| 12| o | 1 3 o | o5
o 'l
27 Swalback - - f 11| ol 1 go Il 725
ol k]
1 ]{ ;
28 Withad - -]13]| ol 1 3| 30 1l55
29 Mayence - - | 15| o | 11 1 g5l 1| o
g0 Oppenheim - {12 | o 1 ' a o ol 4
H..wun’ﬂ-s - - 15 4 1 a 45 ﬂ 2l40
e |
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Remarks.

g2t dire@ion of the ftream, added to the ro-
mantic beauty of the country. Our hoft, undet
various pretences, delayed our departure till morn-
ing, pleading the gates being fhut, and that horfes
were not procurable ; but to make amends, he gave

“us fome of the beft wine we had yet tafted.

Good accommodation—on the confluence of the:
Rhine and Mofelle, pafled the former on a poat vo-
lant. . ,

Poor and ill built—no accommodation.—This ftage,
we were under the neceflity of taking fix horfes,
the road being extremely l{e-:p and mountainoeus,
At two leagues from Coblentz pafied the hot baths
of Embs, which belongs to the Prince of Orange.
Mo horfes.

Very bad accommedation-—The laft ftage fix horfes
half way only.—A lintle out of Naifau croffed the
Lahn in a fiat-bottomed boat.

A poor, ill-built village, with bad accommodation
—no horfes till three in the morning ; obliged to
fleep in our clothes in wretched beds; fet out with
fix horfes, on account of the bad road,—Hot mine-
ral baths.

Good accommodation.—Warm baths.~No horfes
to be procured.

Good accommodation.—Large,- {pacious city, but
narrow. {treets,—Croffed the Rhine to the town
over a handfome bridge of boats.

Bad accommodation—the town fteep, ill-built, and
dirty.—On the Rhine.

At the poft an elegant hotel. We arrived here
with our horfes jaded, having brought them on two
ftages, halting nearly an hour at Oppenheim to re-
freth them. On coming to the pu[{l at half paft fix

F

Eﬂ -Ml

15794 :
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Route from London io Veniee.

STAGES: Engl. miiun Palls || Time on road “ﬂ:hj‘l
M. | F. H. | M. |[H.[M:
418 | o

ge Manheim - - | 13| 4| 2 41 olhce
33 Schewtzingen | 10 o 1 1| 30| 315

&3 Waughaufil -} 12} o fl & 2 o || cli}

g5 Craben - -]116] o f 1} 2 | 45 || ejgs

56 C‘aﬂﬂ‘;m: -=116] o] 1} 2 | 55 uai&
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Remarks.

P. M. we difcovered a fcheme to detain us all night
for the benefit of the houfe ; with much trouble we
got horfes at nine, but too late, as the polt-maiter
well Enew, to gain admittance into Manheim: we
were, thercfore, obliged to flecp in the carriage,
under a very heavy rain, at a fmall village within
three miles of that place, where we changed horfes,
and at five o'clock croffed a very handfome bridge of
boats to Manheim.—On the Rhine.

g2 Elcgant 2ccommodations, with excellent wine, el-
pecially Burgundy and Tokay—flled a bafket with
cold victuals, and fome of the belt wine ; having
bufinefs to tranfaé with the banker, halted ten
hours.—On the Rhine and Neckar.

a3- A neat little inn, where we dined very comfortably.
—Laft ftage the iron-work which fi rted the
hind fpring of the carriage gave way—had it re-

aired.—The polt a fingle houfe—bad accommo-
ation.

8:. A dinty village; bad accommodation.—The poftil-
lion at Waughaufil by fome miftake ook the wrong
road, and carried us confiderably out of the way:
the neareft and belt is as follows.

Waughaufil

Brufchal . . . . 1 Poft
Kentlingen . . . 1ido.
Gutzwingen . . 1fdo.
Conftat. . . . . 1fdo, .

g5. At Craben the miftake was difcovered, but too late
to return, and after much altercation I procured
frlum the polt-mafter the neareft route—travelling
all night.

96, The poit but indifferent,.—Obliged to hirc a chaife
for the fervants.

Fg - q7. Tolerable

+
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Route from London to Venice.

iTAGES. Engl. milesl[Polfis, Timnmaﬂ.!ihﬂafi-
M| F. w | fu.
o 435 4
q7. Pforzheim - | 1 ofl 1 41 35| 1o
"38. Enbzwingen | 15| 1 || 1 3| 10| o30
89- Conftatt - - | 14| o || 11 2| 54| ols1
40. Blockingen - | 14| o || 1} 2 | .30 || o2z
41. Geoppingen- | 12 | 2 § 1 | '3 6 |l ojga
42. Guillingen - |12 | 1 || 2 E 3 o || 8l55
_43. Wefterftetten | 12 | 5 |l « 2| 15| of3o
44-Ulm - - ~lio| 411§ 1] so G?u
i
45 Nlentifen - | 15| o ff 130 2] 4zl ol4a
46. Mimmingen. | 16 | o || 11| g ;3 n'gn
47- Eicholz - -l 13| o | 1 2| 20 |l o35
‘48. Kempton - |12 | o 1 2 5 | 650
49- Kempterwald | 7| 7 |l 1 1| 40l dia
go. Weilbach -} g | 1 1 21 ol olas
IEEE ' ‘
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Remarks.

%

To]:rah‘lﬂy Fuod at the poft.—Tedious road.

The polt fcarcely tolerable—Nothing better 1o be
had.

Tolerable accommeodation.

The inns are poor, and accommodation but indif-
ferent,

Neat accommodation—A [mall village.

Decent accommodation in 2 very indifferent village
—Slept in our clothes.

Single houfe, very good—horfes excellent.

Good accommedation; good drivers and horfes.—
The Danube, which we croffed at Ulm, is here an
inconfiderable fiream, but very rapid.—The Danube
is not navigable much higher than this place.
Bad.—Pretty r:nuntr?'.—Gmd horfes and driving.

6. Good.—A neat linle fortified town, remarkably

-+ glean. :

47+

49
ﬁﬂ.

A fingle houfe, very handfome.—This part of the
cnumr{ extremely pleafunt, with good roads, par-
ticularly here, where they are not inferior to thavof
Bath—the E_lumps of trees and the diftant view of
the Alps affording a pleafing profpect ; the peo le
here underftand Italian, and fpeak ita iinh:. 2

. Accommodation very indifferent at the polt.—This

place is famous for a large and handfome abbey—
being fatigued, remained all night. Swunds on the
river Iller. %
The polt a fingle houfe ; very good. An caly afcent
from Kempton. :
No accommodation—road good amongft hills.—The
{t-mafter here can fave a traveller fomething in
in point of diftance, by fending him a near road
: Es direét



Route from London to Vensee,

(

5 )

Taczi, Engl. miles EPnﬂl.E'.Tlm: on road, |'Delaye
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§1. Fuefen - - [a2f 28 2l 4 3o || oz5
ge- Raita < - 81 & 1 1 4!“:0
|
| |
f
53 Lermes - - |4y | off ;4 2| 241 ol1s
I
54 NMazareith - 10| 2 ; 21 10| ofss
55 Barewis = - | 8| 2 1 g o :
sb. Infpruck 8| 4] 1 2| =0 ;];.’g
; |!
&7. Dirftenbach - | 11| 2 || 4 3 51l 035
1736 2



5.

5o

53
54-

ab-
. Excellent inns—MNo horles. Count Potocki, the
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Rmuri.s._

dire@’ to Lermes, and thereby avoiding Fuefen ;
but in this cafe you moft pay a guilder a herfe 10
the polt-malter of that place, and in doing fo you
fave both money and diftance.

Poor accommodation.—A romantic fituation; an
old caflle, water-fall, furrounding hills, and- a co-
vered bridge, which is frequently met with in the
Tyrol ; the river Leck runs pait, and near to the
bottom of the Alps = the bridges being of wood, are
covered, to preferve them from the rain.

The poit good, and neat.—Five miles from Fuefen,
which is nearly the commencement of the Tyrol,
you begin to afcend the Alps, and foon after pafs
the Iiu%-; fort of Nubas, which formerly was gar-
rifoned, but fince the war between the Emperor
and the Turks the garrifon of Mubas, as well as
all the other fmall forts on the Alps, are withdrawn:
they are built in fitustions to command the mcit
difficult paffes.—Reita ftands alfo on the river Leck.
Good accommodations.—Clofe by the river Loyfa,
between Reita and Lermes, paffed through the
caftle of Ehrenburg, but which centained no troops.
But indifferent accommodation,—The road being
very dangerous next ftage, drank tea whilft the
moon was geiling up. ;

The poft a fingle houfe, with good accommodation.

Polith Ambaflador to the Porte, having gone on 2
fhort time before we arrived, obliged to wait the
return of the horles, along with many other travel-
lers, the Count’s fuite being nearly one hundred
gnplc.—-ﬂn the river Inn.
d accommodation,
58. Polk
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Route from London to Venice.

ATAGEL, Engl. miles | Palls. | Time on road, | Dehiys
M. | Bl H, | M. [H.
rab | =

58. Schonberg - 7| 2 || 1 ‘a{ e5 | ohy
59. Steinach - - | 8| 1 || 1 1| 58| os0
bo. Brenmer - -y 6] 5|l § 2 15| 935
61. Storzingen - | g 51 1| go}l ojz0
fa. Mitewald - o} 7 h 1 1 2| 4o |l 915
63. Brixen - -| 71! 7z 01 || o] 10 ’ 020
ﬁ;;. Colman - -) 11| 3 {1 2| 26 |l ojio
65. Teutlchen -| 6] 3| 1 1| 15 { ot30
66 Bolzano - --| 7| 611 1) 451 ¢l o
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68. Engha - -| 7| off % 1| 28| che
6g. Salone - -| 7| off % 22 || shio
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?l’l Tl“:lﬂ Sl 3 o i— 1 5 l_[.,:i‘s
ge. Befine: - «| g} © il 1 1| 20| olag

7gand 74. Rove-
redoand'Ala - | 18| o | = 51 25| olso

i
15 Bery -~ “o 1} 0 “ 1 3| gel oo
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Remarks.

58, Poft a fingle houfe ; bad accommodation—Came
this ftage with fix horfes 5 afcent all the way.

59. Good accommodation—A fmall village.

60. Poft a fingle houfe; no accommodation—the road
narrow and confined, but tolerably good.

61. Bad accommodation.

62. The poft bad—A fmall village ; road good ; de-
fcent from the lalt flage.

63. Tolerable accommodation.—On the confluence of
the Runtz and Eifoch. ;

64. The polt a fingle houfe, without accomimodation
for tn\':]:'lcrs—-:%m road along the Sill.

65 The poft afingle houfe ; no accommodation—redd
a narrow defcent along the Sill.

66. Dined at the Sun, an excellent houfe—Vineyards in
high order. This town is remarkably clean and
neat.

67. Bad accommodation.—Here the country begins to

;Fcn.

£8. No accommodation.

6g. No accommodation.— Road good.—No horfes ;
obliged to wait the moft part of the night in the
carriage. .

0. No accommodation.

71 Good accommodation.—No horfes.—Changed our
route for the better, taking the low road to Venice
in place of the hilly one by the way of Bal{ano.

72. No accommodation.—The road pretty good along
the Adige. _

73- and 74. Changed horfes at Roveredo, without get-
ting out of the carriage, and arrived at Ala, where,
after putting to the horfes, we proceeded on.

Accommodation not :
I® oot 76, Indifferent
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Roule from London to Venice.
iTagis, Engl. miles. |I'ni'l.|. ||‘:I'im= on Toad. || Delays
M. | F. H. | M, [,
887 | 24 1
76. Volamni - -} g} 1§ 1 1| 11 olzo
77- Veroma - - 42 | -1 4 1 2g |l ojyo
78. Caldeiro - - | 8] 6| 1 ol go afio
79. Montibello - | 12 | o [l 1} 3 50l 115
$o. Vicenza - -1 10 | el 35 || o1o
81.8lefiga - -] 10| 71 4 1| 45| of B
82. Padua - -fi0| ol 4 1| 71 3hs
83. Dolo - - 10| of ¢
84. Fufina - gl ol 10| ofofo
Venice acrofs 5| of
the Lagune
Yotal by land - | ¢86] 2
Add the diftance
by fea from Do-
ver to Oftend 22
leaguesis - - | 66} o
Total diftance |
from London to
" Yeanjce - = |tosel =
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Rtmlrh.

Indifferent accommodation.—Halted twenty mi-
nutcs,

Excellent inns—breakfafted.—On the Adige.
Indiferent accommodation—Fine roads,
horfes and drivers,

Bad accommodation—a little place.—On the way
thither broke down ; halted and repaired.

80. Good accommeodation, and excellent roads, with

great expedition.

1. No accommodation.~—Roads good.
82. The Aquila d'Oro an excellent inn, where we fup-

83.

n the Brenta.
own the river Brenta in a covered boat, and croffed
the Lagune to Venioe, which took us ten hours
from Padua: I apprehend, from our leaving Padua

at night, that the boatmen were not very attive,

-

and that it may be done in much lefs time. There
are a few inconfiderable locks on the river, if it
may be termed o, having more the appearance of a
mud ditch:—By land from Padua to Dolo is ten
Englith miles; from thence to Fufina the fame
diftance ; Fufina being fituated where the Brenta
debouchés into the ne, you muft take a fmall
boat to carry you acrols to Jcnim, which is diftae
about four or five miles. :

As



( 62 )

As the hafty manner in which we travelled
left but little time for obfervation, I fhall
only take notice of thofe {fcenes which, in the
courfe of the journey, appeared to me the
molt ftriking and worthy of remembrance.
'The inquifitive traveller will be able to pro-
cure the beft books defcriptive of the town
and countries through which his route may
conduct him at all the principal cities in Ger-
many and Italy, where he may alfo provide
himfelf with the moft correct maps of the
refpective ftates of which they are the capi-
tal : on thefe authorities he can better rely
than the mfﬂrmatmn afforded by modem
tourifts. .

The majeftic flow and beautiful feenery of
the Rhine muft ever claim the attention of a
traveller.  This noble river takes its rife in
the country of the Grifons, and empties itfelf
into the fea below Leyden. On its varie-
gated banks are fituated fome of the fineft
cities Germany has to boaft of ; and we muft

ever regard with admiration the bndges of

boats i'a frequently met with on this delight-
ful fircam. The Pont Volant at Coblentz,
conflructed to receive with eafe a coach and
fix horfes completely harneffed, and by one

movement
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movement tranfported to the oppofite’ fhote,
is alfo worthy of remark.

The port from Remmagan to Andernack,
along the banks of the Rhine, is particularly
ftriking: as we approached the’ town by
moonlight, nothing could exceed the pictu-
refque appearance of its ancient fortifications,
and inftantly recalled to memory the idea of
a certain kind of f{cene painting, where the
rifing moon difcovers the battlements of an
ancient fortrefs, probably the refidence of
{ome captive fair; and in this comparifon
there is fome analogy, at leaft in poeint of
beauty, forithe daughters of our hoft were
the prettieft girls I faw in Germany : [ really
believe their charms, joined to the father's
difficultics and obftacles already mentioned,
proved a ftrong incitement to my companions
confenting fo readily to remain all night.

The town of Manheim, the elegant refi-
dence of the Ele@or Palatine on the conflu-
ence of the Rhine and Neckar, demands our
notice ; the regularity of its ftreets, the gran-
deur of its public, and the neatnefs and
uniformity ‘of its private buildings ; the
ftrength of its fortifications, and advantages
from nature in point of fituation, with its

' elegant
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elegant bridge of boats, contribute at once to-
its falubrity and beauty.
The baths of Embs, two leagues beyond
Naffau, belong equally to the Houfes of
Orange and Hefle Darmftadt. The com-
pany who came here are lodged chiefly in the
old palace belonging to the latter. We halted
_only a few minutes, during which time we
were {upplied with a pamphlet deferiptive
of the place, and the virtues of its waters.
Swallback and Wifbaden have likewife mi-
neral {prings, but I did not find that they
were much frequented, excepting by thofe
whofe finances would not permit their vifit-
ing the more fathionable reforts of Aix-la-
Chapelle and Spa. - I cannot entirely pafs
over the grand and ftriking beauties of the
Alps, whofe lofty fummits rjfe in majeftic
grandeur to the fky. Far fome ftages pre-
vigus to our arrival at Fuefen we had
an cafy afcent: five miles beyond this place
we began to encounter the Alps through a
narrow and rugged road to Reita. We found
great improvements going on in this refpe,
the way in fome places being extremely dan-
gerous, particularly on your way to Naza-
teith, Near to this place, on your left,

{tands
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{ftands the Veérfteen fort, and the lake Seg-
mundfburg, remarkable for its fituation. The
tops of the Alps were covered with fnow ; but
their narrow confined valleys, inhabited by
an induftrious people, appeared in the higheft
cultivation. It is with aftonifhing care they
colleét their hay from the fides of the moun-
tains, from fmall patches fcarcely acceflible
to their native goats, and forming a kind
of floping terraces to their very fummit,
Thinly fcattered we perceived the folitary
manfions of thefe poor but happy people;
and here and ‘there a humble fteeple re- .
minded us, on the bofom of thofe wild and
tremendous mountains, that we were fiill in
a Chriftian land.

In paffing the caftle of Ehrenberg the
memory of the great Charles the Fifth
recurred to my mind, and the fatal effects,
‘occafioned by the Proteflant confederacy, be-
ingillegally and unjuftifiably put under theban
of the empire by that monarch. This caftle

was feized in the year 1546 by the famous
Sehaftian Schertel, who commanded a body
of troops raifed by the imperial city of Augf-
burg in fupport of the confederacy, with a
view to prevent the Pope’s forces from pe-
Vor. L. F netrating
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netrating, into Germany, and joining the
Emperor. This experienced officer would
have rendered effential fervices, had not the
orders of the Eletor of Saxony and the
Landgrave of Hefle direed his retreat; on
which the Italians gained poffeflion of the
defiles, and amongft others retook -from
Schertel’s garrifon the fortrefs of Ehrenberg.

The material confequence of this caftle
confifts in its defending the entrance of the
~ Tyrolefe, and being a ftrong barrier be-
tween Italy and Germany. Maurice of Sax-
ony got pofleflion of it in the year 1552, at
the time he fo nearly furprifed Charles the
Fifth at Infpruck ; and if it had not been
for the mutiny of a mercenary corps, that
monarch would have been reduced to
the mortifying flate to which he {ubjeted
Francis after the battle of Pavia, and fo re-
cently the Elector of Saxony and the Land-
grave of Heffe. He fled with his minifters
precipitately from Infpruck, leaving his
baggage to be plundered by the foldiers of
his fuccefsful opponent *,

* Robertfon's Hiftory, val. iv.

Between
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Between Volarni .and Berry the road
lies in one part along the fide of a ftecp moun-
tain, extremely dangerous for carriages, with
a river immediately under, without any wall
to prevent the moft dreadful confequences,
{hould  the horfes take fright, or your con-
wveyance by any means be thrown off the
road. We paffed this defile in the middle of
the night, attended by heavy rain and fevere
flathes of lightning, with loud claps of
thunder, which ferved to heighten the terror
of thefcene. Wewere met byabove fifty poor
wretches on our approaching the mountain ;
but as it feemed doubtful whether they did
not intend fomething very different from
affiftance, we prepared accordingly. We
afterwards found, by their great complai-
fance, that their intention was, to fupport the
carriage from any accident of tumbling over
the precipice, by {fupporting the off wheels
with their thoulders ; and that they had af-
fembled in fuch numbers waiting the arrival
of the Count d’Artois, hourly expetted in
Italy. A little money ata barrier or arched
gateway, at the end of the pals, which was
opened to us, eafed us of their importunitys
and indeed a ftratagem of my fervant’s, who

F a2 rode
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rode courier, was of confiderable ufe, The
firft party of thofe people that we met afked
him if he belonged tb the Count’s fuit: he
anfwered in the affirmative, and that the
Count’s carriage was in the rear; confequently
.the firft carriage was allowed to pafs under
an eafy efcort, and at an eafy expence.

At Volarni the poft-mafer detained us fome
time from the want of a bulletin, which fig-
nifies a2 permiffion from the ftate through
which you pafs to procure poft horfes at an
eafier rate than if you travelled without fuch
permiffion.  This is eafily obtained by your
banker at any of the principal towns, and
entitles you to fome confideration. We
firongly infifted that the application was
made and obtained at Venice, and the poft-
mafler at laft gave up the point.

In travelling through Germany and the
Tyrolefe, a traveller meets with toll-bars very

frequently, which oceafions fome detention,

unlefs his courier perfeétly underftands the
intricacies of the German coins. In the
Tyrol a general pafiport is fometimes given,
upon payment af a certain fum, which js by
far the beft method,  The varicty of money
met with on the road is perplexing.  Books

are,
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are, however, eafily procured at the large
towns, afcertaining the value of all coins
ufed in Germany : every petty prince claims

the privilegerof coining his own money.
The living on the road is in general but
indifferent, and I would advife travellers, when
they met with good wine, to be particularly
careful in laying in a ftock for two or three
days, as it is not always to be met with; on
the confrary, you are often fupplied at inns,
decent to appearance, with poor wines, and
fometimes even four. As to Burgundy or
Bourdeaux, it is hardly ever to be had
good ; the wine of the Rhine is that alone
on which you can depend. It was much
our cuftom to have a bafket with wine and
cold meat in the carriage; by which means
we confulted our appetites, and not the
formality of hours. Indeed, had we not done
fo, accommodation would have frequently
been wanting, and we thould have fuffered
the inconvenience of hunger for a long ftage,
or perhaps two. In the article of bedding,
if you do not carry your own, nicety muft
not be looked for; but indeed the carriage,
with good blankets, is, in my opinion, pre-
ferable to moft German beds’ you meet with
Fg on
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on the road. Should the traveller have
time to make it convenient, by remaining
all night at large towns, the cafe is dif-
ferent, and the only exception is the fheets
being damp, and the mattreffes not very
clean ; but the rooms are fpacious, the beds
, roomy and agreeable to the eye. After all
the little difagreements that a traveller expe-
riences, efpecially an Englithman, he muft
furely be amply repaid by the variety and
novelty of the fcene ; and even in fo long a
journey, fhould nothing more pleafing than
the city of Venice prefent itfelf, I fhould
think it a fufficient compenfation for all the

difficulties encountered by any traveller.
Venice, as you approach it from the La-
gune or Salt Lake, on which it flands, fills
_the mind with wonder and refped. It ap- -
pears the miftrefs of the furrounding waters,
and the emporium of the world, rifing, as it
were, from the bofom of the ocean, while
cvery moment as you draw nearer to this
magnificent city adds to your aftonithment,
Its palaces, arfenal, paintings, and fculpture,
have all been defcribed ; and I fhall only add,
that I muft place the view of the city of
Venice, and its furrounding dependencies,
from
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from.the top of St. Mark’s fteeple, 300 feet
from the elevation of the water, as the fineflt
fight I ever beheld.
It will be obferved, that our great ground
of complaint during this journcy was the
delay occafioned from the want of horfes,
the poft-mafters frequently not keeping up
their proper number, or elfc employing them
at their farms or other drudgery; as allo
from the badnefs of the roads at fome times,
and the bad driving of the German poftil-
lions, whom neither money nor menaces can
roufe from their lethiargy. In Italy the driv-
ers are much more alert, and approach nearer
in every refpect to thofe of England. The
hamefs all through both Germany and Italy
is infamoufly bad, frequently nothing better
than common rope, and often of untanned
Jeather, fo rotten that you are continually
apprehenfive of fomething giving way ; and
your temper is much tried by the tedious re-
pairs of your phlegmatic guide, who dif-
mounts to adjuft this hamefs with the fo-
lemnity of a fenator. From this fact it is
neceffary to have hamefs for four or even fix
horfes, efpecially with a coach, as you are
fometimes obliged, in long ftages, and where

Higt s the
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the roads are bad, to take that number, Good
Englith faddles for your fervants will ena-
ble them to continue on horfeback much
longer than if they were fupplied with the
vile uncafy German ones. Afterwards they
will be found particularly ufeful, fhould a
traveller prefer the Great Defart, as they are
much more pleafant than the faddles procured
in Syria, and withal much ceoler in warm
weather. The lightnefs, and at the fame time
the ftrength of your carriage, is a circum-
{ftance to be confidered in travelling through
Germany : - were thefe properties united in a
poft-chaife, I fhould prefer it to any other

conveyance, whether Englith or foreign.
The want of horfes conftitutes, as I have
already faid, a great grievance, and is a con-
vincing proof of the bad effecs of menopo-
lies. * No perfon inthe town or village but
the poft-mafter dares to give you horfes, unlefs
with his permiflion ; and for this exclufive
right the Emperor receives a handfome duty,
to the great annoyance of travellers, particu-
larly of thofe who come to fpend their money
abroad, and who, befides delays, experi-
ence great inconvenience in being frequently
obliged to halt at dirty inns-without accom-
modation

(e
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modation of any kind. To an Englifh tras
veller nothing can be more difgufting, For
thefe delays there isno redrefs. I attempted
at Juliers to complain to the Commandant,
in whofe hands I was told the authority lay:
he acquainted me that I fhould be fupplied
with the firft horfes that arrived, allowing
them half an hour to eat their corn. But
this was nothing to what we fuffered at
~ Wiibad, a place famous for its hot baths.
On our arrival we were told the horfes would
be immediately put to; but, to our utter
mortification, before that happened, the dili-
gence came in, {wept the ftable of every
horfe, and left us moping in the carriage
to contemplate the miferies of human life
in the figure of every invalid, as they
crawled from their quarters to walk in the
garden, or to ufe the medicinal waters of
this place at an carly hour in the moming.
The poft-mafter, fecing us determined not to
alight, procured us horfes taken from his
hay-cart, after a detention of one hour and
fifty-five minutes.

Thefe and fimilar delays occafioned, I may

affest, our being two days longer on the road
than
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than we fhould otherwife have been: there
were, however, fome circumftances in favour
of the poft-mafters :—the great demand for
horfes to tranfport the French refugees, the
revolution at Liege, and the annual fair at
Franckfort, contributed confiderably to the
fearcity, For two days we experienced a
hardfhip from Count George Potocki, the
Ambaffador from the republic of Poland to
the Porte, having with a fuite of nearly one
hundred people got before us on the road,
taking all the poft-horfes, and obliging our
party to wait their retum, or what was
equally unpleafant, to harnefs his jaded cat-
tle. At Trent, to put a ftop to the like in-
convenience, we changed our route, and ar-
rived in Venice nearly twenty-four hours
before the Count. I mention thefe trivial
matters only to put a traveller on his guard,
and to advife him to lay in a ftock of patience
as a very neceflary article for the journey.

It fometimes happens that you arrive late
in the garrifon towns, and that between the
time of your arrival and departure the gates
are fhut; in this cafe, patience muft be called

in to wait the opening of the gate at day-
break :
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break: this circumftance happened only

twice: once at Cologne, where we intended
to ftop a few minutes to refrefh, but were
obliged to remain till five next morning,
flecping in our clothes till that hour again;

and at Andernach. A
Having mentioned the  revolution at
Liege, I cannot help exprefling the joy af-
forded me by this dawning of Liberty, that
trueft blefling of mankind, the fpontancous
growth of our native foil. May it continue
to flourifh without licentioufnefs, and with-
out that fanguinary tendency which, during
the revolution in France, has for ever ftained
its annals with irreparable infamy and re-
proach! Previouily to our getting to Licge,
we found the inhabitants of the country
wearing the cockade of Liberty, and on our
arrival at the gate we were under the necef-
fity of evincing our fatisfaction by purchaf~
ing cockades for ourfelves and fervants, and
fixing them in our hats. The gate was
guarded by armed citizens, who received us
under fixed bayonets: we were very civilly
condu&ed to the poft-houfe, on the other
fide of the town. The poft-mafter during
 breakfaft informed us, that all the military
: had
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had been expelled, and the town was entirely
guarded by the citizens: many of the prin-
eipal inhabitants, to avoid the precarious and
uncertain refult of tumultuous proceedings,
had left the place; but the Prince Bifhop ftill
remained at his palace, about three miles
diftant from the city, This revolution has
been followed up. by many others: Europe
has been ravaged by contending armies, and
all the horrors and miferies of war have
been experienced by the devoted inhahitants
of thofe countries where the fpirit of repub-
licanifm and organization has gone abroad.
The fword is yet drawn : neither is there the
Jeaft probability or even a poffibility that
Europe, the moft civilifed quarter of the
globe, can exift under the {yftem of terror
and aggrandizement which now threatens
_ the overthrow of every eftablifhed govern-
ment, or even that the French people will
themfelves permit it.

We were accommodated at the Ils Tres
Res very expenfively, though not the beft
tavern in the place.” Petrillo’s is efteemed
the moft fathionable, and confequently the
moft approved ; but Count Potocki had pre-
vioufly engaged every room in the houfe.

Both

L
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Both thefe houfes are on the Grand Canal, and
which is by far the beft fitvation in thecity.
September gth, 1789. Soon after our ar-
rival I waited on Mr. Ritchie, the Englifh
Conful and Chargé des Affaires, in abfence
of Mr. Stranger the Refident at that place.
To that gentleman I delivered my letters,
and acquainted him, that having charge of
packets to India, it was my wifh to profe-
cute the journey with all poffible difpatch,
and requefted his affiftance.  Mr. Ritchie's
ftate of health not permitting of great perfonal
exertions, he Iinfurmr:d me that his Deputy,
Mr. Watfon, would tranfa¢t the bufinefs to
my fatisfaction, '
September 1oth. Mr. Watfon waited on
us next morning to breakfaft, After ex-
tolling his abilities and fervices to the Com-
pany in the courfe of laft war in forwarding
difpatches, he informed me, there were few
or no veflels at that feafon bound for the Le-
vant: had we arrived, he faid, a month ear-
lier, there was plenty of opportunities, to
Cyprus or Alexandria procurable on eafy
terms: however, that he would go on the Ex-
hange, and do the beft; but he advifed our
being filent regarding our intentions of pro-
ceeding
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ceeding to the Eaftward ; adding, that any in=
timation of that kind would confiderably en-
hance the price of a paffage. On the re-
commendation of Mr. Ritchie, we impli-
«citly relied on this man in every pariicular,
and expected foon to hear from him.

Sept. 11th, Although we were extremely
anxious, we faw nothing of him till the next
day, when we were told, his endeavours had
not been fuccefsful, from the large fums afked
for the trip ; that, however, he had a perfon
in_his eye, who, he doubted not, would
treat with him on more reafonable terms.
Difliking this delay, I could not avoid con-
fulting the banker, Mr. Martin, on our in-
tended journey :.he advifed our procegding
to Patras in the Gulf of Lepanto, and by the
Morea to Conftantinople by land, and from
thence to Aleppo; at the fame time promif-
g to look after a veflel.

When we faw Mr. Watfon in the mom-
ing, we were made acquainted that the ne-
gociation was going on: no pofitive terms
had been fettled, but in the courfe of the A
day matters would be brought to a conclu-
fion. In the evening he came again to inform
us, that every thing was finifhed ; that the

agreement
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agreement would be drawn up in the moma
ing ; but that he had much dreaded the in-
terference of the banker, who, he told us,
had nearly interrupted the bufinefs by his
imprudence in endeavouring, as he had
kindly promifed, to accelerate our departure.
The thip would be ready to fail by the 16th
at fartheft, and he would wait on us with
the agreement; a copy of which will be
fQund in the Appendix.

It was now neceffary to think of our ftock
for the voyage, which was laid in under the
management of Mr. Watfon. On the 16th
the a&ing Conful acquainted us by note,
that a Venctian man of war being in the
Channel, prevented our fhips getting
through ; but that the carlicft opportunity
would be embraced for that purpofe.

The 17th at night the veffel got through
the Channel, and nearly twelve miles diftant
from the city, As it was intended that we
{hould embark next day, a proper coach was
provided, and our baggage and flock fent
off very early in the moming. By this time
it was agreed, that Mrs. Taylor fhould pro-

ceed on the journey, the friend whofe intén-

tion
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tion it was to have accompanied her back
having been left extremely ill at Aix-la-Cha-
pelle. - There was no Englith family in
whofe care I could leave her at Venice; and
fhe was not only willing but extremely de-
firous to accompany me in the fatiguing
journey that I had undertaken.

I find it here extremely proper to obferve,
that to repofe too much truft in matters of
this kind in any fubordinate agent muft ever
be wrong. In place of agreeing with the
mafter of a Sclavonian fhip, which was done
for us, and who belonged to a nation unculti-
vated and favage, Mr. Watfon would have
done well to have agreed with the com-
mander of a fmall Englith brig then in the
harbour, and ready to fail for the ifland of
Zante; from whence we could cafily have
-procured a paffage to any port in the Levant,
The circumftance of an Englifth veffel being
at Venice was kept a profound fecret: and
I cannot help thinking, that for a fmall fum
we were put on board of a fhip, badly man-
ned, a bad failer, and fubje& to every in-
«convenience and difadvantage: for, after a
tedioys and difagreeable paflage to Zante,

we
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we found that the Englifh brig had arrived
more than three weeks before us, was loaded,
and had failed for England, and that we were
neceflitated to hire another veflel at the ex-
pence of 200 guineas, in order to profecute
our voyage. Let me caution travellers
againft Sclavonians in particular, and againft
the artifices of all menial agents whatfoever.

It is proper to mention, before leaving the
continent, that cafh is eafily procurable at all
large tewns on the circular notes of London
bankers. ‘Their correfpondents, to whom
you are introduced by a circular letter, are
numerous, and you are paid the exact value
of whatever you depofit in their hands in Lon-
don, without deduction or abatement of any
kind. The utility of this plan is univerfally
acknowledged by all travellers who have ufed
thefe notes,and highly merits the attention of
the public, and of which further notice will
be taken. From fome extraéts procured at
the India Houfe, Triefte was pointed outas a
very favourable port for embarkation to the
Levant. In order exadtly to afcertain this
point, I addrefled the Conful, Mr. Stan-
ley, from Infpruck, the 5th of September, on
the fubject, requefting him to write me at

Vor. L. G Venice.
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Venice, from whence the paflage is not more
than thirty-fix hours when the wind is fair,
That gentleman replied under date the 13th
September, by informing me, ‘¢ There was
““ no veflel bound to the coaft of Syria; the
““ only fhip for the Levant was one loading
“* for Conftantinople, and which would
*¢ depart the end of the month;” adding,
*¢ fhould you think it more expedient to hire
*¢ a veffel, I imagine Venice a more proper
*¢ place than Triefte.” .

Without attention to the marine divifion
of time, I fhall commence my fea journal ;
which, although dull and uninterefting,
is neverthelefs neceffary for the information
of the'trave]]er. .

Friday, 18th September, 1789. At four
o’clock P. M. of this day we reached the
Madona del Scarpello St. Anna e St. Anto-
nio de Padua, 12 miles from Venice, hav.
ing left that place, after an carly dinner,
about one o’clock, the wind being contrary,
This veflel, with fo many high-fuunding
names, was about the burden of 500 tons,
mounting 18 fix-pounders, and navigated by
20 Sclavonians. Captain Georgio Woivo-
dich, the commander, was of the fame na.

tion,
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tion, and a native of the Bay of Cattaro in
Dalmatia. The cabin and ftate-room were
imall for the fize of the fhip. Captain
Woivodich referved for himfelf and his mate
part of the fteerage, and appropriated the re-
mainder to our fervants. The mate was the
only Italian on board, and acted as chief and
only officer, purfer, fteward, and fecretary :
for fuch was the ignorance of our com-
mander, that he could neither read nor write,
nor did he poffefs the common requifites of
good breeding.

September 1gth.  All this day the wind
was blowing hard and directly againft our
quitting the channel.

September 2oth. To-day the wind was
- much as yefterday, with unpleafant rainy
weather.

September 21ft. At four o’clock A. M.
we weighed anchor, and were towed out of
the channel by boats, in company of a {fmall
Englifh brig.

September 22d. We made the coaft of
Iftria this moming by eight o’clock, the thip
being clofe in with the town of Rovigno: our
Captain went on fhore, and returned in two
hours with fome fine grapes, vegetables, and

G2 bread
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bread—Stood along a rocky and barren fhore,
and paffed the Cabo di Iftria with moderate
weather.

September 23d. Paffed the iflands of
Ozerot and St, Pedro—moderate and fair
weather, with light breezes.

September 24th. This thorning coafted
the long ifland, which is apparently barren,
without houfes or culture of any kind, and
abounding with volcanic hills—Weather mo-
derate, with light breezes—During the night
we paffed very near to 'the fmall iflands of
St. Andre, Leflia, &c. and before fun-fet the
ifland of Agofta was in fight,

" September 25th. In the night heavy
fqualls with muchrain—Paffed Agofta, as we
did alfo the ifland of Melida in the evening.

September 26th. Paffed the little republic
of Ragufa in the night, This place pays an
annual tribute to the Turks of 20,000 pial-
tres, and enjoys a confiderable trade, This
morning three Venetian row-galleys pafled
us for the Bay of Cattaro. This being the
port in Dalmatia mentioned in the agree-
ment with the Sclavonian, we entered the
harbour at half paft twelve o’clock, and fa-
Juted the fort of Caftle Novo with three

guns,
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guns, which was immediately returned.
There being but little wind, it was not till five
o'clock that we caft anchor within half a
mile of the fhore, where there is deep water,
and not far diftant from the fort: at this place
we had reafon to expeét a detention of no
more than two days, and indeed there was
but little profpect of {pending comfortably a
much longer time: the country round us
appeared very mountainous, with no culti-
vation: grapes, it is true, grew on the fides
of the hills, clofe down to the water-fide,
_but no appearance of grain of any kind.
The tops of the mountains were covered
with volcanic lava, which is the cafe all
over the Dalmatian coaft, and exhibits a very
barren and forbidding afpect.

The bay itfelf is ci-:‘:ep, large, and commo-
dious, and completely land-locked. From
the Bocca or mouth of the bay to the town
of Cattaro the diftance is about eighteen
miles. Cattaro is the laft town in Venetian
Dalmatia, the inhabitants of whichare gene-
rally termed Sclavonians, from {peaking the
language, and ufing the arms and drefs of
Sclavonia. It is very probable that they ori-
ginally are defcended from the fame ftock ;
but the general ufe of the language is re-

G 3 markable,
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markable, this being the mother of the Ruf-
fian, Polifh, Hungarian, and Bohemian. The
day after our arrival we accompanied our
commander to Caftle Novo, whither he and
his crew went to perform mafs. The forti-
fications are now in a very ruinous ftate,
and are daily becoming more fo, as no
money is allowed to be expended for the
purpofe of repairs; they are extenfive, and
cover the hill from the fide of the bay almoft
to the top. The garrifon confifts of about
fifty foldiers, the moft horrid figures I ever
faw: the houfes are few,and thofe very
mean and poorly built, We could not pro-
cure any refrefhment but at a miferable
cook’s-fhop, kept for the ufe of the foldiers,
This day being Sunday,and markci:-da}r with
the inhabitants, we had -an opportunity of
feeing the people from the country, who
came to difpofe of their fruit, eggs, and but-
ter ; their appearance befpoke much of a fa-
vage nature. The men were all armed and
diftinguilhed by a peculiar ferocity of af-
pect : they are, as well as the women, well
made, ftrong and healthy, and both remark-
ably neat and clean in their drefs. Having
determined to fee the town of Cattaro, we
hired a boat for ourfelves, and on the 28th
we
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we fet out from the fhip. The bay in its
courfe to this place wanders amongft the
mountains, and feems like diftinét lakes,
communicating with each other. At the
foot of the mountains, villages and houfes
are {cattered about, and the country appears
fruitful in vines, with alittle grain: but the
people feem to apply themfelves chicfly to
the building of boats, as we faw many on
the ftocks, and others repairing.

The town of Cattaro extends about half
2 mile from the extremity of the bay to the
foot of a very clevated mountain, The
works, after furrounding the town, afcend
in a zig-zag to the fummit, which gives
it, at a diftance, a very romantic, and at
the fame time a formidable appearance.
On landing from the boat, we walked to
a little coffee-houfe in the town, where
we were foon joined by feveral of the prin-
cipal officers, who behaved with great
attention and politenefs. Count Gregorino,

 a native nobleman of “confiderable landed

property in the neighbourhood, amongft
others, introduced himfelf, and attended us
to the houfes of the Commodore of the Ma-
rine and the military commanding officer.

Gy We
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We had the opportunity of feeing every
perfon in the place to the beft ‘advantage ;
for the two galleys which we accompanied
to Caftle Novo conveyed from Venice the
new governor, and whofe inftallation took
place this day. It is cuftomary to relieve
the governments {ubordinate to the ftate
every three years, and it is a matter con-
ducted with no little ceremony : the troops
were drawn up on the ramparts, and a mili-
tary guard at the landing-place, where he
was. received by all the public officers, at-
tended by the principal inhabitants, who
conduted him to the palace under a falute
from the guns of the fort; the troops after-
wards fired three volleys,
- After dining at the beft tavern in the place,
we were vifited by the Brigadier or com-
manding officer, This gentleman was ealy
and communicative; he produced a corref-
pondence with General Elliot and Commo-
dore Cofby, of which he was sextremely
vain; numberlefls compliments were be-
ftowed by him on the gallant . defender of
the old rock, and on the Englith nation in
general.  His command here did not much
exceed one complete regiment, with a few
artillery
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artillery men. I could not refrain from
betraying a fmile when he talked of the
ftrength of the place, and termed it little
Gibraltar. - The Montenegrines, who are
the inhabitants of the adjoining mountain,
and the Turks, who are likewife in the vici-
nity, he faid, obliged him to ufe great cir-
cumfpeion; neither of thefe people are even
allowed to enter the gates of the town,
which are regularly fhut before dark, and are
again opened by day-light. The favage na-
ture of the Montenegrines occafion great
alarm to the Venetians, who are fo apprehen-
five of a furprize from this quarter, that the
public markets are held outfide of the walls.
Theirlittle territory is fituated on the confines
of Scutari and Albania, from whence they
carry on a continual predatory war againft
the Turks, to whem they are implacable
enemies: this enmity is cultivated from the
tendereft years; and it is cuftomary for the
mother to preferve a rag dipped in the fa-
ther’s blood, provided he had fallen by the
hands of the Turks, and which is daily
fhown to the children from the firft dawn of
reafon to the years of manhood. Abbé For-
tis, in his Travels in Dalmatia, relates the

fame
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fame circumf{tance of the Morlachi. He ob-
obferves, *“ that as their friendfhips are
“ firong and facred, fo their quarrels are
** commonly unextinguifhable: they pafs
* from father to fon, and the mothers fail
““ not to put their children in mind of their
“ duty, to revenge the father if he has the
““ misfortune to be killed, and to thow them
“ often the bloody fhirt and arms of the
*“ dead.”- The ideas of barbarians muft
ever be the fame ; but we remember a fimilar
fentiment in more polithed and civilifed
fociety, Anthony, King of Navarre, when
afked by Francis the Second of France into
the apartment where he was pofitively told
he would be put to death, ** If they kill
** me,” faid he to one of his gentlemen,
** carry my fhirt all bloody to my wife and
** fon; they will read in my blood what they
** ought to do to revenge it.”

The Brigadier having taken leave, Count
Gregorino attended us to view the church,
where we faw many relics of martyrs and
faints, with a long etcetera of church oma-
ments in gold and filver not deferving of a
moment’s attention.  'We returned home to
the Count’s houfe, where we were entertained

with
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with coffee, melons, and other refrefhments.
‘The Count was in the habit of being civil
and attentive to all our countrymen, who un-
fortunately for them are under the ncceffity
of vifiting Cattaro, He produced a book
wherein he requefted we would feverally in-
fert our names, and in which our predecef-
fors had fet us the example. Amongit other
names, | obferved that of General Hartley, a
man whofe character as a foldier renders him
valuable to his country, and his amiable
manners endearing to fociety. _
Our repaft being finithed, the Count ac-
companied us on board the galleys, where
we were foon after honoured with a vifit
from the Commodore’s family, confifting of
his wife, fon, and two daughters. The
fon, who was an officer belonging to the
galleys, was fo polite as to order the {laves
to their oars, for the purpofe of fhowing us
how orders were given by a pipe or boatl-
wain’s call to thofe unhappy wretches, who
are moftly chained to the benches. It was
with difficulty we could prevent the young
gentleman from firing a falute; angd we had
prefling invitations from the ladies, who pof-
feffed very agreeable and engaging manners,
to
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to drink tea on fhore, and to remain all ﬁig‘ht
at Cattaro. - The civility we experienced at
this place, as entire ftrangers, without any
mtroduction, muft appear firiking ; and I
fhould feel it an a& of injuftice not to ac- -
knowledge the obligations we were under, far
lefs deprive them of any fhare of that praife
which is due to their hofpitality and kindnefs,
Fatigued with the variety of the day, we
were glad to retum to our boat towards
dufk of the evening ; one of the men having
got very drunk, became exceedingly noify
and troublefome : he was an intelligent fel-
low, but at the fame time a bold determined
villain. When the fumes of the liquor had
{fomewhat evaporated, he recounted to us the
different murders that had been lately com-
mitted in that part of the country. As for
himfelf, he had only killed one man = it was
true, he faid, he was obliged to fly his vil-
lage from the apprehenfion of the deceafed’s
brother, who had vowed revenge ; but as the
diftance was only eighteen miles, he could
eafily fee his friends and relations whenever
he thought fit. Such is the wretched ftate
of Venctian police, that murderers and raf.
cals of every defcription may cafily evade
the
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the punifhment of the law, by removing
from one diftri® to another for they are
never fought after out of that where the
murder is committed, and even that crime
may, by the agreement of the relations of
the perfon who has fuffered death, be com-
muted for gold. The Venetians themfelves
are by no means backward in acknowledg-
ing the defet in their laws, which they attri-
buted to the true caufe, the imbecility of
their government, Apprehenfive of revolt,
they regard the Sclavonian inhabitants of
Dalmatia as the beft feamen and foldiers of
the ftate; and by permitting amongft them-
felves the free exercife of their fierce and fa-
vage difpofition, they bind them more effec-
tually to their intercft, than if a contrary
condué was obferved, and juftice done as
in other countries. In this it would be
deemed oppreflion, and fit very reluctantly
on the haughty and implacable fpirit of a
Sclayonian. There being but little wind to
affift us in our paffage, and even what we
had not very fair, we did not reach the fhip
till twelve o’clock at night. Next morning,
as the ftipulated period for our ftay here was

expired, we made a reprefentation of this to
the
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the Captain, who gave us for anfwer that the
fhip was leaky. After much altercation he
agreed to fail in the evening, or early the
following morning. To fpend the day, Mr.
Blackader and myfelf went on fhore to thoot,
In wandering amongft the vircyards, we
were accofted by a man in the Ttalian drefs,
who was attending his people in gathering
grapes and prefling the juice: he civilly of-
fered us his new wine, and loaded our fer.
vant with fruit. This perfon was a pro-
prictor of land, and kept a thop in the moun-
tains, where he fold to the country people
gunpowder, fhot, tobacco, and fuch other
articles as were beft fuited to their wants.
He had travelled to Venice, where he had
feen fomething of civilifed manners, and ap-
peared to regret the uncultivated flate in
which the minds of his countrymen were
immerged. On my exprefling a defire to
know in what eftimation their women were
held, he informed me, that the men were
extremely jealous and fevere ; that they had
Little caufe for the former, as virtue was pre=
dominant amongft the fair fex ; and point-
Ing to a pretty-faced girl, who was gathering
grapes at a lietle diftance, he affured me,

that,
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that, notwithftanding his affiduity and atten.
tion, combined with the advantages which
he might expe to derive from his fituation,
he could never obtain the fmalleft favour,
We advanced a few fleps to view more
clofely this charming innocent; but our
friend, perceiving the return of her father
with the horfes that had conveyed fome new-
made wine from the field, begged of us to
retire, Our notice of the old man’s dau gha
ter had not efcaped him; for he turned to
his mafter with rage in his cuuntenar;cc,
and defired him, as we were informed, to
defift from any defign on his child, for
whom he looked to a virtuous connection ;
and that if he dared to difhonour her, he
would ftrike his knife to his heart. I can-
not help imagining that the old man had
very great grounds for fufpicion; but, be
that as it may, we took our leave, convinced
there was danger in making love to a hand-
fome Sclavonian. It has been juftly re-
marked, that favages are more jealous than
the cultivated race: and we cannot help ob-
ferving, that levity in women is more and
auore encouraged by refinement of manners,

and
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and advances hand in hand with the riches
and luxury of their country.

Game is extremely fcarce in the neigh-
bourhood of Caftle Novo, and I cannot
fay that fifh is plenty: in fhort, we no
where experienced fuch bad living or lefs
comfort than during our ftay at this place.
It was not to be wondered at'if our pati-
ence was cxhaufted; for, although our
Captain was engaged by a folemn promife
to fail laft night (September go) or early
this morning, it was not till two P. M. that
he could be prevailed on to get under weigh.
With a light wind, and the tide in our fa-
vour, we drove out a little diftance, but
at eightin the evening it became quite calm.,
We came to an anchor in three fathom, op-
pofite to Caftle Novo. The fhip we found
to be very leaky.

Oc¢tober 1. This morning, at feven A. M,
we weighed anchor with a light wind from
the S. E, or the Sirocco as it is termed all
over the Levant. We cleared the bay very
flowly, and at twelye o’clock faluted the little
fort at the entrance of the harbour with three
guns. By this time it began to blow frefh,,

which
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which obliged- the crew to be at the pump
every two hours. At five o’clock the wind
increafed, and our Captain became alarmed.
He cameflly requefted our permifion to put
back: but this we pofitively refufed: the
coafts of Dalmatia and Albania were ftill in
fight.

od., The wind all night continued con-
trary, with heavy rain, and the morning
did not prefent a very pleafing profpe&.—
Although the weather was hazy, we could
perceive, at feven A. M. Ragufa on our lar-
board quarter, and by one o’clock the cur-
rent had fet fo ftrongly againft us, that the
Captain was apprehenfive of being driven to
the leeward of his port. If this fhould have
proved the cafe, we were fenfible that he
would not beat up, and we were reluctantly
obliged to return to Cattaro, where we an-
chored at five P. M. in much our former fitua-
tion. We found two galleys from Corfu had
arrived during our abfence.

gd. The wind was now in the S.E.
with very blowing weather, attended with
inceffant rain. We were now literally pri-
foners on board. Next day (4th) it conti-
nued to blow hard, with the wind at S, E.—

Voi. L H We
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We, however, went on fhore, and dined at
Caftle Novo, having been invited to a mar-
riage feaft. The Sclavonians, at this féte,
exhibited a medley of hofpitality, jealoufy,
kindnefs, and ferocity: plentiful libations
ferved only to increafe the fervour of thefe
contending paflions, and to imprefs us ftill
more with an unfavourable idea of their bru-
tal and favage manners. In the evening, on -
our return on board, we received a compli-
mentary vifit from an officer of one of the
galleys : this gentleman had been in England,
the language of which he fpoke with tolera.
ble fluency. He was commiffioned by Count
Soranzo, the commanding officer of the gal-
leys, to requelt our company - the next day.,
5th. The Count having fent his boat for
us, we repaired on board to dinner. Every
mark of attention was fhewn to us on this
occ¢afion, and, before we took our leave, he
infifted on our coming on board in the morn-
_ing to fpend the day with him. The Count
remarked, that as the place itfelf was ex-.
tremely inhofpitable, he was more defirous
of removing the chagrin which muft doubt-
lefs arife from the fituation we were in, and
where nothing but horror could be infpired.

6th, We
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6th. Weas yet had no change in the wind,
and confequently no veflel had yet left the Bay
for the Levant. Agreeably to our promife, we
again dined with the Count, and experienced
the fame hofpitality as before. He had oneach -
occafion a proportion of his officers at table,
with whom he appeared to live on terms of
harmony and friendfhip, A circumfitance
which occurred this day gave me a very
thocking idea of Venctian depravity, - and
the abufe of ariftocratic power, fo very dif-
ferent from the manners of our own coun-
try :—two very handfome Venetian women,
of inferior rank in life, were proceeding as
paflengers on board the Count’s galley, to
join their hufbands at Corfu—in fhewing
us the different apartments and accommoda-
tion in the veflel, we were introduced intoa
little cabin occupied by thefe ladies: it was
intimated to my companion, Mr. Blackader,
that if he chofe to amufe himfelf in a little
amorous dalliance with either the one or the
other, or even with both, they fhould be
perfectly at his fervice. Not a little afto-
nifhed at this, we found, on inquiry, that
an infinuation to this effeét from the Com-
modore would prove the fiat of Jove; difo-
H ez bedienc
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bedience would be a crime of the firft mag-
nitude: neither would this be confidered as
an outrage; for it was a matter in courfe for
ladies in their {phere to be perfeétly com-
plaifant to the di¢tates of their fuperiors.
We joked the Count on the fingularity of
this privilege ; he in turn ridiculed our fcru-
ples, and fpoke in raptures of his affability
and good-bumour. This was not all the
indelicate practices we remarked ; for, pro-
ceeding to the lower deck of the galley, we
difcovered, by candle-light, the Anglo-Vene-
tian in a fituation not vely proper to be de-
fcribed, but which a little attention to con-
‘venience on the part of the fhip-builder
might have eafily remedied, and at the fame
time engaged in a familiar converfation with
three women, who were employed ironing
the officers’ linen in an adjoining apart-
ment, and which was only {eparated by a
thin curtain. The treatment of the crimi-
nals, who are employed in rowing the gal-
leys, became alfo a matter of attention: we
obferved them almoft naked, lying on the
benches to which they are chained both day -
and night, their only covering being a fingle
wrapper, or coarfe blanket: fuch is the Ve-

: netian
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netian mode of punifhing delinquents, more
terrible than death itfelf. If ever in my life
I felt the glow of fatisfaction, it was on this
occafion: proud of being born in a land of
freedom, where neither the rich nor powerful
can aflume, nor the poor and humble will
obey, mandates contrary to the civil and re-
ligious conflitutions of the country, and
where they would rejet with fcorn and in-
dignation all attempts and all cuftoms fo
degrading to human nature and to the laws
of fociety and focial order. :

7th. CountSoranzo did us the honour of
dining this day on board of our fhip, which
was fpent with great cheerfulnefs and hila<
rity; we took final leave of this gentleman,
as he was to fail for Corfu the following day.

8th. The oars with which thefe galleys are
provided enables them to make fome progrefs

in light winds, even although they thould
not be favourable ; and by keeping clofe un-
der the land they are fheltered equally from
the violence of the wind and currents fo
prevalent in the Adriatic, As our fituation
now became {till more intolerable, I deter-
mined to take a furvey of the bay, and en-
deavour to procure fome other conveyance

' H 3 from
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from this fcene of mifery and horror.—gth.
Several mafters of veffels, for large fums, of-
fered to land us at any port on the Levant;
but they uniformly refufed to work out of
the harbour, or to fet fail without a direct
and leading wind. A Turk from Dulcigno
wifhed me to make a purchafe of his crazy
bark at the cxorbitant price of 4o0 che-
quins, which he agreed to navigate to Alex-
andria ; but this would by no means anfwer
our purpofe. In the evening, when we re-
turned on board, the Captain paid us avifitz
he was from the boat people perfectly “ac-
quainted with our intentions of leaving him.
He now offered to avoid ftopping at cither
the iflands of Zante or Candia, and to fail
on the firft change of wind ; in this cafe it
would be neceffary for him to unload his
cargo for thefe places, and to put it on
board of other veffels. For this fervice he
demanded 260 chequins to Cyprus ; and if
he arrived there in fifteen days, he was to
receive a farther fum of 4o chequins, I ac-
quicfeed in thefe terms, and we {oon found
that the people were fet to work to caulk
the fhip.
aoth. The long-boat was repaired, and
fitted



(- 103 )

fitted up to carry the cargo on board of the
other veffels which the Captain intended to
hire at Cattaro. We employed ourfelves
in laying in our fea ftock for'the voyage;
but on the Captain’s arrival from Cattaro
he informed us, that he could not pro-
cure any means to forward his cargo to
their places of deftination : he at the fame
time added, that if we would allow him to
put in at Zante for a day and a half, that he

would fail next day.
11th, Early in themorning the Captain
came to induce us to enter into the agree-
ment propofed laft night, and offering to
be towed out of the bay ; but the detention at
Zante was a material objection to our enter-
ing into.any terms where delay was likely
to accrue, having already experienced too fe-
verely its bad cffects. After much conver-
fation and controverfy on this {ubject, we
agreed to allow twenty-four hours at Zante,
but in cafe of failure on his part the writing
to be void. This the Sclavonian had no idea
of, and the matter ended. No veffels were
as yet ftirring, and the wind was variable,
with mild weather. The crew went to mafs
in the morning, and in the afternoon, in the
H 4 abfence
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abfence of the Captain, who was on fhore at
his houfe, we took up our fmall anchor.

12th. Wind §. E. Much rain in the

night. .

- 13th. WindS. E. All night heavy rain,
with thunder—weather in the day cloudy,
with occafional thowers. Nothing flirring
in the harbour.

14th, Light winds from the §. by E.
with rain—the weather very cold, which
gave us hopes of fnow, which the crew in-
formed us would change the wind to the
Tramontane or North. In the cvening,
blowing hard, with three anchors down.

15th. Wind S. E. by E. Extreme bad
weather all night, conftant heavy rain, with
violent gufts of wind, In the forenoon the
rain continued, bringing with it lightning
and loud claps of thunder. The clouds very
heavy and thick, entirely covering to their
bafe the adjoining mountains : the bay of a
brownith hue, from the red earth brought
down from the hills by many cataraéls; in
fhort, our fituation was difmal—no profpect
for the better: weather the moft unpleafant,
with a wind lmmcdlatc]}r contrary, and
likely to continue,

16th. Wind
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16th. Wind S. E. by E. Some rain in
the night, with light winds—the moming
fhowery. At three P, M. a {now anchored
near to Caftle Novo: we fent on board for
intdligﬁncc,' when fhe pmved to have left
Venice four days before us, and had been at
fea ever fince. This veflel, whofe deflina-
tion was Corfu, with one hundred and fixty
foldiers for the garrifon, had experienced as
well as us violent S. E. winds. The Cap-
tain tried the Italian {hore, hoping to find a
change of wind, but to no purpofe. After
beating many days againft contrary winds,
and being greatly in want of provifions, he
determined to put into Cattaro for a fupply.
As we were almoft without liquor, we-ap-

Jied for fome, but to little purpofe, as we
could only be fpared a few bottles of Englifh
beer.

The afternoon proved fqually, with the
wind variable, and the Captain informed us,
that for thefe twenty-two years he had not
witnefled fuch boifterous weather, feveral
houfes on the fide of the mountains having
been entirely [wept away by the violence of

the current from above.
17th, Wind
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17th, Wind E. §, E. Hard rain ‘and
heavy clouds. !

18th. Wind Eafterly. Light breezes and
latterly variable—the weather fair, and the
heavy clouds difperfed.

1gth, Wind Wefterly. This morning =ll
the fhips bound for the Levant' got under
weigh, viz. three large veffels for Smyrna,
together with fome fmaller for different parts
of the coalt, and by ten A..M. they were.
clear of the bay. All this while our Captain
fhewed no difpofition to move, notwith-
ftanding that he had affured us, in the moft
pofitive manner, that his veffel, on a change
of wind, fhould be the firft to get away,
This man appeared to us to be fettling bufi-
nels on fhore, and we afterwards leamt that
a family quarrel was the caufe of his delay.
After repeated meflages from us, he came
on board at ten at night, when he gave it
out that he meant to weigh in two heuss.
Having loft the favourable opportunity of
the moring brecze, it was now out of his
power to ftir; for a little brig, clofe in with
Caftle Novo, attempted to clear the bay

about eleven o’clock, but was foon entirely
becalmed under the hills,

goth., We
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soth, We began to weigh before day-
break, and it was not till eight A. M. that
our anchors were up. At this time it was a
perfect calm, with the tide in our favour,
and the boat was employed in towing the
fhip’s head round. At two o’clock a little
breeze fprung up from the N. W. which
continued to increafe till the evening, when
it proved a fine wind.
o1ft. A freth breeze all night from the
Northward—early in the moming pafied
" Durazzo. The coaft of Albania and three
fhips in fight:

apd, Wind N. W, Light breezes and
fair weather—in the moming Corfu and the
ifle of Fanus a-head. = Six veflels in fight.

2gd. Very little wind all night—in the
morning a light breeze from the N. N. W.
with fair weather. Paffed the ifland of
Corfu, '
o4th. Little wind in the night—in the
morninga light breeze from N. W. Infight
the iflands of St. Maure and Cephalonia,
with nine fhips.

osth. Firft part of the night, wind as
above—in the morning the wind thifted to a
{mart breeze from the 8. S, E. attended with

Ialn.
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rain, St, Maure and Cephalonia bore from
us nearly as yefterday at fun-fet,

The wind being high and extremel y
fqually, our Captain was afraid to carry fail,
by which means we made no incredible deal
of leeway: he now begged our permiffion to
get into port 3 but our experience of his for-
mer conduct taught us to deny the requeft :
we therefore continued working off and on
till fiin-fet, at which time the ifland of Zante
was in yiew, diftant about thirty miles,
Three thips in fight.

26th.  During the night the wind in<

. creafed to a heavy gale from the S. E, at.
tended with rain and a great fwvell. The
fhip pitched very much, and took a great
deal of water; all fail was taken in, and at
day-light the north end of Cephalonia ap-
peared on our lee-bow, diftant only four or
five miles. “The fhips in company all re-
turned to Corfu, while we continued tacking
off and on under our top-fails ; but we Joft
ground confiderably from bad fteerfmen and
}ce-Wa}*. At fun-fet, head N, N. E. fqua.llr
weather,

27th. Light wind in the night from
E.S. E.—a heavy fea, and our fhip making

: five
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five points lee-way. Corfu in fight at day-
light. At twelve o’clock, blowing hard,
ftood in thore and tacked within a mile of
the ifland of Paxu. Afternoon calm—and
at half paft fix P. M. a breeze fprung up
from the E. N. E. which continued increaf-
ing. ‘The coafts of Lavadu and Epiro in
fight. Two thips in company.

o8th. We experienced a brifk gale until
four o’clock this moming, after which it
fell calm.—At eight A. M. a breeze from
the E. by N. Cephalonia was now on our
weather-bow diftant two miles, At half
paft eleven the port of Cephalonia on our
beam, the ifland of Zante diftant about fix-
teen miles, and the Morea in fight. At
twelve o’clock the wind became variable,
and the tranfitions fo quick, that there was
no knowing for a minute together in what
manner to trim the fails, At fun-fet, Cepha-
Tonia diftant two or three miles, and at feven
P. M. Zante righta-head, diftant four miles,
weather'fair. The ifland of Cephalonia hasa
barren appearance to the coaft, but inland it
carries the appearance of cultivation, vine-
yards interfperfed with houfes, groves of
olive trees, and {mall villages. The ifland

15
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is in general mountainous and {tony, patti=
cularly on this fide. :
2gth. Wind E. by S. beating to wind-
ward all night, In the morning, on com« -
paring our fituation from that of yefterday at
fun-fet, we found that we had loft ground.
At ten A. M. wind S. W. made fail—no
thips in fight—a heavy fwell from the Gulf
of Patrafs. At half paft ten the wind fhifted
to E. and E, by N.—tacking all day.
goth. Light winds in the night from
the E. by N. as yefterday—a large thip with
Ruflian colours in fight all day—wind va-
riable. At fun-fet, clofe in with the north
end of Zante, but almoft calm. Caftle Tor-
nefi, a fmall Turkifh fort in the Morea op-
pofite the ifland, was in view with the Ruf-
fian fhip at anchor.
gift.  Laft night moftly calm—in the
morning, wind 8. E, with the road of Zante
on our larboard-bow, where we obferved fix
large fhips at anchor. Many fmall boats
and Tartans in fight, At half paftnine A, M,
a fmall boat laden with grain from Cepha-
lonia came along-fide, bound for the port of
Zante, The fteerfman came on board, and
it was determined that Mr, Blacl-':ader {hould
irnmcdiatel}r
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immediately land at Zante, in order to ufe
his endeavours to procure fome other means
of conveyance to the coaft of Syria, the bad
conduct of the Sclavonian having made our
ftay with him altogether impoffible. The
boat people accordingly agreed to row Mr.
Blackader and his fervant on fhore for ten
“pauls a piece, value about fixpence cach.
Our Sclavonian Captain had for fome time
fufpeéted our intentions of quitting his fhip,
and depriving him of the "prefent he ex-
pected on landing us at Cyprus. From
this and other reafons he now acquainted
us,-that he could not permit of any per-
{on. leaving the fhip till her arrival at
- Zante: when we found that argument had
no effect, we had recourfe to more violent
meafures—we reprefented to him our being
employed on the public fervice of our coun-
try ; that we had an ample paffport from the
State of Venice, of which he was a fubject,
and we fhould confider a detention of this
kind as an infult to our nation, and take
meafures accordingly. To end the difpute,
he gave us to underftand, that if we at-
tempted -to quit the fhip, he would give
orders to his people to detain us by force,
; : This



( mre )

"This declaration was too plain to be mif-
underflood.  To give up the point we con-
fidered as a triumph too great for this Bafhaw,
and to act with prudence and refolution re-
quired fome deliberation. In this dilemma
it was determined, that Mr. Blackader
fhould walk over the fide armed, and at the
fame time to declare the confequences in
cafe of his being molefted. As the matter
was now pufhed farther than our Captain
either withed or expected, he privately fpoke
to the boat people to influence them to re-
fufz to fulfil their agreement, alleging, the
officers of quarantine would make them
fuffer feverely for landing paffengers without
a bill of health, (a circumftance they pre-
tended they were not aware of when the
agreement was made): they however con-
fented to carry a letter to the Britith Conful.
We informed the Conful of our having in our
pofleffion difpatches of importance ; that we
were detained on board a Sclavonian fhip;
and concluded, by requefting of him to make
application to the proper power for a boat te

be fent off and to convey us on fhore,
The wind being at this time contrary,
there could be no certainty as to our arrival
=
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at Zante, and a confiderable delay might have
been prevented by Mr. Blackader’s going on
fhore in a row-boat, with power to hire
another vefTel, Our reflections on this fubject
were not the moft pleafant, independently
of the infult which had been offered to us.

All the day the wind continued light and
variable—at fun-fet, the fhips in the road
appeared plain from the deck.
~* November 1ft. All night little wind and

variable — at” fix in the moming a {mart
breeze from the E. by N. enabled us to ftand
in for the port of Zante.

The fix fhips before-mentioned proved to
be part of a Venetian fquadron, confifting
of four line-of-battle thips and two frigates,
with an Admiral’s flag flying at his main-top-
gallant-maft head. —At nine A. M, tacked.
A fhip from the S’E. quarter entered the
harbour and faluted the Admiral with feven
zuns, which he returned with five. In
pafling we were hailed by all the fhips of
war, and at half paft ten came to anchor
within a mile of the town.

We found feveral {miall veffels riding here,
moftly from the Levant, and confequently
performing quarantine, but no Englifh vef-

Vor.L. I fel
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fel amongft them. At twelve o’clock the
boat was ready to take us on fhore, where
we accordingly proceeded ; but on our arri-
val at the Health Office we were informed
that the officers belonging to it were gone to
dinner, and that it would not be open till
two o’clock, at which hour we were defired
to return, :

The ports in the Mediterranean, from the
apprehenfions of the plague, are under the
neceifity of having an eftablifhment of | this
kind, in order to examine: the pafies of all
fhips, and the bills of health of the paffen-
gers granted at the port from whence they
laft failed : from the nature and purport of
thefe pafles it is determined whether. the
vellel obtains pratique or clearance, or fhall
undergo quarantine, and for what length of
time. :

Quarantine differs’ very materially in the
Mediterranean, and feldom is lengthened to
the exact number of forty days, frequently
eighteen only being deemed neceflary. It is
of great confequence for a traveller to have a
bill of health feparate from the crew, for the
fake of difpatch. This is obtained at a fmall
expence ; and he fhould alfo be particular to

which
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which' port he repairs if coming from the
Levant; . fome ports are more {trict than
others, and the preference is to be given
where the time you are detained is fhorteft,
and the accommodations to be met with in
the Lazaretto are good. #
At two o'clock we accordingly rctume-:i
“to the Health Office, where we found the
Affiftant to the Britith Conful waiting to
receive us. This gentleman’s name. was
Forrefti ; by his means, although the office
is particularly ftrict, we found little diffi
culty in landing. We were conducted by
him to the houfe of Mr. Sargent, the
Conful, to whom we had letters from Mr.
Richie at Venice. Mr. Sargent, who was
‘at this time a very old man, received us
politely ;- and when we had told him of the
manner in which our Sclavonian Captain had
conducted himfelf towards us, he offered to
procure immediate juftice, by complaining
of him to Admiral Eme, the officer com-
manding the fquadron in the harbour. This
we however declined, as it was our intention
to vifit the Admiral when we could become
our own advocates. We took leave, and
before returning on board paid our refpeds
I2 to
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to Mr. Strani, an opulent merchant of Zante,
whofe civility and attention to firangers Mr.
Forrefti withed us to experience. In juftice
to him and his amiable wife' we muft ac-
knowledge, that we received from them the
kindeft treatment during our flay. In the
morning, Mr. Forrefti came to us in a
proper boat, in which he propofed we fhould
pay our refpeéts to the Admiral : civility is
feldom thrown away, and in this inftance
we were abundantly repaid.  The good Ad-
miral was affable in the extreme, and fo
willing and ready did he appear to aflift and
forward us in the profecution of our voyage,
that we found a fair opening to {tate our fitu-
ation in the Sclavonian fhip ; he paid every
attention to the recital, and promifed us
ample fatisfaction. In our prefence he gave
orders that the Captain fhould attend on board
on a certain day, with pofitive inftructions
that he fhould, in the mean-time, ufe all
difpatch in difcharging the veflel; and
fhould he want beats for the purpole, thofe
belonging to the fleet fhould be fent. The
Admiral requefted our company to dinner
on that day, when we fhould be prefent at
the reprimand and admonition which he in-

tended
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tended to give him. After the converfation
ended, which turned much on the ftate of
politics in Europe, we went on fhore, and
took up our abode in the houfe of Mr. For-
refti,—Here let me pay a tribute to the
virtues of Admiral Emo, for he is now no
more. He died in the fervice of the Repub-
lic, in the enjoyment of the fupreme com-
mand of the Mediterranean fleet, and what
is ftill better, in the full pofleflion of the
efteem and veneration of his countrymen;
who frequently declared, that no fucceffor
equal in profeflional abilities, in honour, or
integrity, was to be found in the ftatc !

The ifland of Zante is fituated in Lat.
37. 53- N. Long. 21. 3. E. twenty-four
miles in length, and twelve in breadth: itis
inhabited by upwards of 6o,000 people,
whereof 20,000 are in the town of Zante.
The inhabitants are chiefly of the Greek
church, excepting the officers of govern-
ment, who are generally Catholics of the
Roman church. They are remarkably jea-
lous of their women, and in confequence
frequently commit the moft horrid murders :
and as they are good mark{men, they will
fhoot their object at a confiderable diftance,

.- 19 and
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and afterwards make their efcape and elude
the purfuit of juftice. The fruit of the
ifland is exquifite, particularly their peaches,
oranges, and currants; of the latter, the
produce is twelve millions of pounds annu-
ally, all which are exported :  the currant
is a fmall grape, originally from Corinth,
from which circumftance it derives its name,
The walks and valleys are delightful, and
they have fome pleafant country houfes,
where the inhabitants retire for health or
amufement. The ifland is much fubject to
garthquakes; the ftrong fprings of bitumen
evinces the volcanic matter in the bowels of
the earth, and thefe frequent convulfions of
nature are therefore not to be wondered at.
The caftle, which is fituated on an eminence
above the town, is an old work, and now
in ruins. It formerly had a governor, but
the military force is very inconfiderable, and
what there are being undifciplined, and
much addiéted to thieving,

During my ftay at this ifland I had an
opportunity of forming fome ‘idea of the
characer of the modern Greeks, and of
becoming acquainted with many circum-
ftances relative to that people, from the beft

and
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and moft undoubted authorities. Amongft
others, I was under particular obligations to
Mr. Speridion Forrefti for his intelligent
communications. This gentleman was by
* birth a Genoefe, had been fettled in Zante for
many years, and acted as Britifh Conful, for
the infirmitics of Mr. Sargent prevented his
fulfilling the duties of his office. M. For-
refti’s merit, and his fervices to the Englith,
was often evinced ; but it was more confpi-
cuondly fo in the bold and fuccefsful attempt
by which he regained and reftored to the in-
furers the Grand Duchefs of Tufcany, an
Englith veffel, with a cargo on board va-
lued at no lefs a fum than 80,000l. In the
voyage from Leghorn, fhe was feized by a
noted pirate of the name of Vifcillie, who,
with only three others, had entered on board
as common feamen.  After killing the chief
mate and helmfman, off the ifland of Corfica,
and turning the paffengers and crew on thore,
which was fuffered in a manner, I muft fay,
derogatory to the character of Englifhmen, he
failed for Zante, and caft anchor on the eaft
fide of the ifland, avith a view to obtain fea-
men toconduct the prize to fome market where
he might difpofe of the property. In this fitu-

1 4 ation,
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ation, being unzble to procure the neceffary
afliftance, and information being received by
Mr. Forrefti of the true ftate of the cafe,
he determined to retake the fhip, and ac-
cordingly fet out with a party of twenty
- men, the greateft part of whom he concealed
behind a ridge of rocks, in the large boat in
which he had left Zante : taking the fmall
boat with four trufty, determined fellows,
with concealed arms, he rowed towards
the thip, but on coming along-fide he was
pofitively refufed admittance on board.—
After a parley of half an hour, Vifcellie
agreed to receive him fingly. The pirate
candidly acknowledged to Mr. Farrefti the
manner in which he had obtained pofieflion
of the thip, but refufed, on any terms, to
deliver her up. They went to the great cabin,
where they drank plentifully of grog. A
barrel of gunpowder and a match was placed
on the table, with a fentinel ready to blow
up the veflel on any appearance of coercion.
Returning to the quarter deck, Mr. Forrefti
found ‘the opportunity would be loft if he
quitted the fhip before effecting his purpofe,
as the wind was fair, and the pirate had de-
termined that evening to cut the cables, for

he
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he could not raife the anchor, and to truft his
prize with the Greeks of the Morea. With
the moft undaunted refolution Mr. Forrefti
drew a piftol from his pocket, with which
he wounded Vifcillie under the left breaft.
The monfter endeavoured to give the con-
certed fignal to the fentinel below, by {tamp-
ing with his foot on the deck ; but this was
prevented by the activity of Mr. Forrefti,
who tripped up his heels, when he fell with
violence againft one of the quarter-deck
guns. The Zanteze feamen in the boat
were now called on board, who immediately
fecured Vifcillie’s companions, and particu-
Jarly the perfon below, who, feeing his
chief wounded and a prifoner, had not fuffi-
' cient firmnefs to execute his dreadful pur-
pofe. Thus, by the means of one man, was
2 valuable fhip and cargo refcued from the
hands of a pirate, whofe indefatigable zeal
in the purfuit of villany, his courage, his
- addrefs, and enormities, leaves him fcarcely an
equal. Vifecillie was a native of Dalmatia,
of low extraction, but whofe mind was ca-
pable of executing the moft determined en-
terprizes. At onc time he was made pri-

foner
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foner by the Venetians, at Caftle Novo, in
the bay of Cattaro, when, to effect his ef-
cape, he had the addrefs to prevail on the
fentinel under whofe charge he was to rob
his officer, fet himfelf at liberty, and even to
accompany him in his flight. Strange to re-
late, that at the diftance of a few miles from
the place of his confinement, he had the
atrocity to murder his liberator for the fake
‘of a booty amounting to no more than four-
teen Venetian chequins 11!

Mr. Forrefti was handfomely rewarded
for his bravery and refolution, and was ap-
pointed Britith Cenful at Zante on the death
of Mr. Sargent, We confided in this gen-
tleman to forward us on our voyage ; and as
we had fully determined to quit the Sclavo-
nian fhip, it became neceffary to confult him
on the fubject. When he confidered, from
the latenefs of the feafon, the litde proba-
bility of any veflel arriving at Zante in her
way to the Levant, he had fome thoughts
of trufting us to the care of the Mainnottes,
Thefe people are famous for their {kill jn
the management of their boats, whofe fivift.
nefs is remarkable; and had not the arri-

va
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val of an Englifh veffel afforded us relief,
we. fhould have gladly accepted the pro-
pofal.

The Mainnottes are the wretched remains
of the ancient Lacedemonians. The high
and rugged mountains that run from north
to fouth, and lofe themfelves in Cape Mata-

pan, the Tenara of the ancients, form the

moft foutherly headland of the Morea;
whilft the bay of Coron, formerly called
Meflina, occupies the weft, and the bay of
Colochina, or Laconick Gulf, the eaftward
of the Cape. ]

The Mainnottes poffefs a character differ-
ent from any people in modermn Europe.
Of the Greek church they are alike the
enemy of the Chriftians and the Turks. Pi-
rates by fea, robbers by land; oppofed to
corfairs of all denominations, they {feem to
regard themfelves as privileged plunderers
on the deep. Reftrained by no laws, human
or divine, they are neither juft to them{elves,
to their neighbours, or their friend. Cuftom,
which becomes fecond nature, fanctions,
and even the religion of the Mainnottes ap-
praves the worft of crimes. The dexterity of
the Spartans is here refined into fyftem and

maturity,
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maturity *.  In moft countries religion is at
leaft a feeble check to irregularities, and has
a tendency to guard the property of others;
in this the Calogers, or monks, from their
cells and caves, are the fpies and fentinels
to give warning of the approach of veflels,
On their appearance they pioufly turn out to
encourage the banditti, and to partake of
their plunder.  They demand the tenths of
the church, and by this means religion be-
comes 2 cloak to their infamy and knavery.
The vices of the Mainnottes are many, their
virtues few. Were they deprived of cou-
rage, and the independence of their nature,
there could no where be met fo defpicable a
race. Unworthy to aflociate with any na-
tion, they form no alliances, but depend on
themfelves, the ftrength of their country,
and their own infignificance.

They are dextrous in handling the oar,
and in ufing the fail; their veflels being
alike adapted for both purpofes. The beft-

* Lycurgus, the Lacedemonian law-giver, with a
view to render the citizens dextrous and cunning, or-
dained that the children fhould be pradtifed in thieving,
and thofe who were caught in the fa& fhould be feverely
whipped . —MoxTESQuIED.

failing
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- failing Turkifh or Venetian galleys fall very
fhort, either of the fkill of their feamen, or
the fwiftnels of their cruizers ; and the cir-
cumftance of their drawing little water, and
being able, when purfued, to run into fhal-
low creeks, gives them a decided advantage.
The Brazzo de Maina, as their country
is termed, contains about 40,000 fouls—the
tops of its mountains ‘are frequently covered
with fnow, whilft the bottom affords goed
pafturage for their numerous herds of cattle
and goats—their grapes arc delicious, and
make wine not inferior to that of Lepanthe,
eftcemed the beft in Greece. Game they
- have in abundance, particularly quails: thefe,
when falted, afford them_an agreeable and
wholefome food, but ths plenty of wild hogs,
bears, and deer, is altogether incredible.
The fineft water in the world is diftilled
from their mountaing, and running ftreams
interfet the country more than any other
of the fame extent, What luxury is here
for the gratification of fo abandoned 2 peo-
ple! It is faid, that the mountain of Te-
ndra yields rock cryftal, minerals of various
kinds, and even fome precious ftones.—In
the mid{t of this mountain is an extraordi-

nary
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nary crater, very wide, and of an immenie
depth. This opening was by the ancient
Grecks confecrated to Neptune, and is now:
fuppofed by the ijgnorant Mainnottes to be
the gateway of the devil, by which he vifits
the earth. By the Lacedemonians it was
efteemed one of the gates of hell, in the
fame manner as the lake Pencus was fup-
pofed to be another, and the fource of the
Styx. -Hercules was reputed to have en-
tered the Tenarcan. crater, when he con-
quered and carried off the triple-headed Cer-
berus when defending the infernal manfion
of his mafter Pluto.

The Mainnottes {till remain in a confiders
able degree independent of the Turks, and
are divided into two gaces :—the inhabitants
of the fouthern diftrict are denominated by
the Turks Cacovouguis, or “‘the Rafeals of
the Mountain,” while thofe who poflefs the
low country to the northward are lefs fa-
vage and ferocious. They maintain a re-
publican government, at the head of which
are their Papas or Priefts of the higher order,
to whom are joined one or two of their moft
opulent families. There is no doubt but
their entire fubjugation could be eafily ef-

-~ felted,
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fected, were it ferioufly undertaken; but as
I have already obferved, they are too infigni-
ficant; and befides, they are now bridled
with citadels and garrifoned with Janizaries,
which makes them cautious of plundering

the Turks as they formerly ufed to do.
In former times, and indeed not much above
a century ago, the piracies of the Mainnottes
were fhocking to humanity. When a Turkifh
veflel was: captured by them, they repaired
to Malta and fold the crew : when a fimilar
misfortune happened to a Chriftian, the
Turks became the purchafers; and it wasno
uncommon matter for a Mahometan to bar-
gain with a Mainnotte to feize and carry
into flavery fome particular Chriftian whofe
fortune or fituation might excite his envy—
fo little fcrupulous were: they inthis refpect,
that the wife or child of theirneighbour was
equally cbnoxious to: their arts. So much
terror and dread did this unnatural traffic
occafion amongft themfelves, that when any
of their famous corfairs were preparing for -
fea, the handfome women and children were
carcfully fecured, left they fhould be flolen
and fold into other countries.  On this {ub-
jeét a pleafant ftory is related of two famous
corfairs
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corfairs of the year 1669 : — Theodora and
Anapliottis, friends and neighbours, con«
nected by fimilarity of profeflion and difpo-
fition, were married to handfome women.
It happened, in the divifion of a Venetian
prize, that a quarrel enfued between thefe
venders of their fellow-creatures—each in
his turn vowed revenge. Theodora fuc-
ceeded in feizing on the wife of Anapliottis,
and carried her for fale on board.a Maltefe
cruizer, then at anchor in the road of
Mainna. The commander of the Maltefe
refufed to give the price demanded ; urged
his having on the fame day purchafed a more
beautiful woman for a lefs {fum: and, to
convince him of the truth, he ordered her to
be produced. Theodora was aftonifhed to
behold his wife, who, in like manner, had
been carried away by the ftratagem of Ana-
pliottis. The mind of Theodora was en-
raged, and the idea of extricating his own
was, for the moment, lofl in the favage prati-
fication and revenge of difpofing of the wife
of the other at the inferior price offered by the
purchafer. The bargain being finifhed, and
both wives in the poficflion of the Maltefe,
Theodora repaired to the houfe of Anapli-

ottis——
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ottis—the meeting was of a different nature
from what might be expected: he found
Anapliottis bufily employed in fitting out a
veffel to attack the Maltefe, and regain the
fair captive. In place of anger and re-
proach, they prudently agreed to join theiy
forees, and to recover their wives by any
means that might beft fuit their purpofe ; but
the purchafer was too judicious to oppofe,
and quietly gave up what with fafety to him-
{elf he could not retain, The hufbands re-
turned in triumph to their refpective houfes ;
all parties were reconciled ; and mutual for-
givenefs clofed this extraordinary tranfac-
tion.

The enormities of the Mainnottes were at
laft fufficient to attraét the notice of Achmet
Pathaw, Grand Vizier to Mahomet the
Fourth. To revenge the death of twelve of
their corfairs, who were, by the orders of
the Vizier, impaled at Candy, in the year
1667, they had the audacity to enter the har-
bour of Candy in the night, and to bum the
Turkith fhips under the guns of the fort.
Theircunning, refolution, andartifice, enabled
them to offer many other indignities to the
Turkifh government. To footh, if poffible,

Veor. L. K their
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their favage temper, the Vizier promifed
them double price for whatever provifions
they could fupply his camp before Candy.
This liberal offer they rejeéted. Their faft-
failing veflels frequently intercepted and
plundered the Turkifh galleys loaded with
watlike {tores and provifions ; neither was
their being filled with Janizaries fufficient
to protect them. The evil at length became
fo very alarming, that the moft experienced
Admiral in the fervice of the Turks, Haffan
Baba, was ordered with a fmall {quadron to
cruize againft them., On the appearance of
the Tukith fleet on the coaft, the whole
country was immediately in arms, and the
women and children in motion to their rug- -
ged and almoft inacceflible mountains, with
what property they could haftily collect.
On this occafion, a woman of the family of
Giracaris, being fent to by her hufband, on
her way to the mountains, to knew where
fhe had depofited his arms, fhe indignantly
replied, ¢ Let him come and look to my child,
and I wiil occupy his place.” Delivering her
infant .into the hands of an old woman, fhe
collected together thofe of her own fex, and
pepaired at their head to the place of rendez-

o . Yous,
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vous, where the men were already in atnis,
waiting the landing of the Turks. In {pite
of entreaty, they refolved to abide the confe-
quences of an affault. Haffan Baba, not
choofing to rifk an attack againft {o deter-
mined a people, where even their women
were warriors, attempted to open a negoci-
ation, but without effect. His fquadron
was repeatedly fired on from the fhore, and
in the night a party of the Mainnottes fwam
off, and cut the cables of the Turkifh fleet:
the morning difcovered two of their fhips
firanded on the beach, and the remaining
thips, from the fhallownefs of the water, in
no condition to affift them. The crews of
the ftranded galleys were made prifoners, and
the Turkifh Admirl put to fea with the re-
mains of his fleet.

The Vizier, unwilling to pufh matters to
greater extremities, had recourfe to policy.
By means of fome Mainnotte prifoners, he
contrived to fow the feeds of diffention and
and jealoufy amongft the people, and he fuc-
ceeded fo far as to prevail on them to allow
two citadels to be built, under the pretext of
protecting their trade, but intended, in faét,

Kz - as
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as 2 check and control over them. This
fyftem .of Machiavelian policy appears to
have been adopted in all nations, and in all
~ ages. Fomenting difputes, and exciting
quarrels in fociety, whether on religious os
political topics, has ever been made the in-
ftruments of fubverfion. Nations have, by
this means, become an eafy prey, and the fa-
vourite axiom, divide ct impera, occafioned
the greateft public calamitics. ‘The drift ‘
was foon difcovered by the mare fenfible of
the Mainnottes, who, rather than tamely
fubmit to the yoke, mrade application to the
Pope to. be admitted into the bofom of the
church, and to an eftablithmént in his tem-
poral poffeflions. This requeft was refufed ;
and the Grand Duke of Tufcany, to whom a
fimilar petition had been prefented, alfo de-
clined. The Turks were {enfible of the me.
rit of the Mainnottes as expert feamen, and
would gladly have conciliated their good-will
and friendfhip on any terms. They were of-
fered gxemption from many impofts which
the Chriftians and even the Turks are obliged
to pay, and promifed the free and unlimited
exercife of their religion ; but it does not ap-

pear
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pear that they ever formally bargained away the
independency of their character, or that they

yet yielded up their liberty to the Turks.
It may appear fomewhat paradoxical that
a cruel and ferocious nation fhould want true
courage. Natural bravery is a paflion too
fublime and refined to poffefs the breaft of
a Mainnotte ; but indeed bravery and fero-
city, courage and cruelty, can never affo-
ciate in the human, or even in the animal
creation, ‘The lion is brave, generous, and
open; the tyger cruel, cunning and daf-
tardly. We have feveral inftances of the
cowardice of the Mainnottes in open war,
and even of their deferting their country al-
together. 'The Venetians had a corps of
Mainnottes during the famous fiege of
Candy, but it was foon perceived that the
{pirit of the Spartan heroes no longer ani-
mated their breafts, In the year 1770 the
Ruffians attempted, in their favour, a diver-
fion in the Gulf of Meilinia. When the town
of Mifitra was taken by capitulation, the
Mainnottes {laughtered men, women, and
children. This barbarity of condu drew
from the Ruffians fevere animadverfion; but
as they were not allowed to conduct the war
K3 on



( 134 )

-on their own fanguinary principles, they, to
a man, deferted the Ruffian army, which
obliged them haftily to evacuate the Morea.
'Fheir former predatory excurfions on the
confines of Meffinia had obliged the Go-
vernor of Modon to go againft the northern
Mainnottes, as being the moft affailable, and
the leaft likely to make refiftance. On this
intelligence four thoufand embarked in fix
large veflels, and fet fail for Corfica, in order
to fettle themfelyes at Paomia ; but owing
to their fhips being over full, and a heavy
{torm arifing, not one half of their number
reached the place of their deftination. Many
other inftances might be adduced: but we
do not with to overcharge the picture,

In taking leave of thefe people, I cannot
omit quoting the words of a celebrated au-
thor: * The firlt Greeks,” fays he, ** were
<« fmall nations frequently difperfed, pirates
<t at fea, unjuftat Jand, without government,
s« and without laws*.” How nearly this de-
{cription of ancient Greece approXimates to
its prefent unhappy fituation? What room
there is for reflection, and what a ufeful lefs

4 ~ * Montefguicu.
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fon (hould it teach mankind, when we con-
Gider that the borders of the Mediterranean
Sea cither has been, or even at this moment
is, the moft luxuriant country in the world ;
famous for being the feat of learning, of elo-
quence, and of the arts ; fo fuperior in all re-
Apects to the reft of nations, that Montef-
quien, in defcribing the fplendour and mag-
nificence of ancient Greece, juftly obferves:
«« What a fource of profperity muft they
¢ have found in thofe games with which
« {he entertained, in fome meafure, the
«« whole globe ; in thofe temples to which
s all the kings of the earth fent their offer-
“ ings ; in thofe feftivals at which fuch a
«« concourfe of people ufed to affemble from
¢ all parts ; in thofe oracles to which the
¢ artention of all mankind was directed ;
¢ and, in fhort, in that exquifite tafte for
« polite arts which fhe carried to fuch a
s« height, that to expect ever to furpafs her
¢ would be only betraying our ignorance.”
Let us now view the reverfe, and contem-
plate the melancholy picture :—Agriculture
 is neglected, the arts defpifed, arms no longer
honourable, and an equitable commerce no

more encouraged. Were 1 to fix on 2 {pot
K 4 where
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where any pretenfions to civilization exift,
and where the people are more abandoned in
their morals, and more licentious in their
manners than any others, I fhould turn with
indignation and forrow to the country ex-
tending from the Cabo de Iftria, at the ex-
tremity of the Adriatic, to Cape Matapan,

the moft foutherly promontory in Europe.
On a minute inveftigation of the features
which have fo ftrongly marked the cha-
racter of the inhabitants of the ftates of If-
tria, Dalmatia, Albania, and Greece, we
will find it has originated from many caufes,
from numberlefs viciflitudes and convulfions.
The decline of the Greek Empire, fucceeded
by the tyranny and oppreflion of the Turks,
under whofe government property is infecure,
and there is confequently little inducement to
live quietly'and peaceably at home, has con-
tributed much to the degeneracy of the peo-
ple, more efpecially when we confider their
fanaticifm and mortal averfion to the religion
of their conquerors. Under particular cir-
cumftances, the mind of man is eafily in-
duced to f{werve from a life of virtue and
induftry, and from the inflitutes of religion
flowing in a wrong channel : influenced by
_ perfonal
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perfonal pique and animofity, he is led from
aéts of violence and rapine, till at laft he
becomes funk in vice and barbarifm. Greece
has experienced, and fo it is ordered by the
unerring principles of nature, that all other
countries have, or hereafter thall experience,
the alternate periods of light and darknefs.
The afcent to civilization is tedious and
difficult, but the fall is often extremely
rapid. The Empire of the Eaft had long
been in a ftate of progreflive decline, till the
Turks, by the conqueft of Conflantinople,
gave it the finithing blow. Scanderbeg, the
laft Prince of Albania, long and cbftinately
oppofed the Turks; but with him expired
the laft efforts and the virtue of his country.
His adherents, divided into fmall parties, be-
came the freebooters of Greece, and lived in
a flate of the moft favage fociety. The
Montenegrins, Suliotes, the Chimareans, the
Paramathians, are of this defeription, and
alfo the Arnautes, who inhabit the Morea in
wretched cavés, and whofe inveteracy to the
Turks yet remains with undiminifhed ardour.
Such is the ftate of modern Greece: but the
day may yet come when the arts fhall be re-
vived, and that fine country again flourifh in

all
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all her former dignity and fplendour.  And it
may be confolatory to the human mind to
remark, amidft the convulfions which have
ravaged Europe, and to which at this moment
there appears no determinate end, that the
theatre of war may be changed to the fhores
of Greece and Afia; where, if we find a
fatent fpark of that fpirit and animation which
ufed in former days to pervade the commu-
nity at Targe, (and we will even now difcover
fome remains amongft the Greeks of that
facred eletric fire) a hope may yet revive,
that the hour is near at hand when their
expiring virtues fhall be again called forth,
and the ignominious chains with which they
have been fettered broken to pieces, and they
" be reftored to that place in fociety which the
merit of their anceftors fo defervedly authos
rized.

The diffolution of the Turkifh Empire has
long been predicted, as weli as the downfal
of the Papal power. One of thefe events has
actually taken place, although much fooner
than was expected, and the completion of
the other may, perhaps, be not far diftant,
On this fubjeét, whilft laft in India, I met

with a very eccentric political fpeculation,
publifhed
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publifhed in Calcutta in the year 1790, en- -
titled,  *¢ The Partition of the Dominions of
the Pope, preceded by that of the Ottoman
Empire,”

In this treatife it is endeavoured to com-
bine thofe events as depending in fome
meafure on each other; it is not at all im-
probable that the very fame caufes which
proved the deftruction of the one may tend
to accelerate the extermination of the other;
and fimilarity in both, in many refpects,
may be eafily traced.

The author in fome former publications af-
fumed the fignaturc of Elias Habefci : anenig-
matical name taken from the Arabic Sahib-
el-Sicia, or the friend of the unfortunate.

The real name of this traveller was Gica,
or, as he ftyled himf{elf, Count Gica, and of
Greek extraction.. The Count has, no
doubt, taken the idea from the grand plan of
Henry the Fourth of France, whofe paffion
was, to frame a political {fyftem by which
all Europe might be governed and regulated
as onc great family. The Turks, or other
powers adverfe to Chriftianity, would have
been totally expelled from Europe; the

Emperor of Germany would have become
the
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the firft arid chicf magiftrate of thie Chriftian
republic ; and the whole upheld on the folid
bafis of dividing Europe equally amongft a
certain number of powers in fuch a manner,
that none of them might have caufe cither
of envy or fear from the pofeffions or power
of the other: Count Gica, as a Greek, °
wifhes for the renovation of the Greek Em-
pire at Conftantinople to form the bulwark
againft the Turks, while Henry more fenfi-
bly propofes the kingdoms of Hungary,
Poland, and Bohemia, to be eletive, and
particularly to be beftowed on princes of a
military fpirit, who were to become the
barriera gainft the infidels. I am afraid the
divifion made by Count Gica is neither fo
equitable, or the ftructure fo well cemiented,
as that propofed by the great Henry. To
evince the difference of times and of fenti-
ments, the Pope, from the juftice of the lat-
ter, would have become a powerful fecular
prince, while the Count reduces him from
all his temporal dignities to the fituation of
Bifhop of Rome. While fomething is due
to the Count’s ingenuity, we cannot help
" being ftruck with the fublimity of the defign
of Henry the Fourth. To his immortal

honour
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honour it had not for its object the ambiti-
ous views of Charles the Fifth, who aimed
at nothing lefe than univerfal monarchy, as
the French now do at univerfal republi-
canifm. To the kingdom of France no ac-
quifition of territory was required, and Eu-
rope would have been governed by fix here-
ditary and five elective monarchies, with
four republican ftates; and the general con-
cerns of this quarter of the globe' have been
regulated by a council, compofed of deputies
from each, to have affembled in the moft
central fituation for all the parties. Had this
effeCtually taken place, Europe might have
efcaped the prefent fanguinary and deftructive
war : but I apprehend the fcheme was too
extenfive, and comprehending the intereft or
the ambition of too many, ever to have been
accomplifhed. It is,worthy of remark, that
the Count, in his diftribution, admitted of
no increafe to the Britifh Empire, eftimating
the pofleflion of India as a full equivalent :
but as, without Egypt, the intercourfe be-
tween them could not be perfeétly fafe and
expeditious, he allowed, as a natural confe-
quence and equitable right, the propriety of

that
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that country being fubject to the Crown of

Great Britain.
The renovation of the Greek Empire, and
the expulfion of the Turks from Europe,
has long been a favourite axiom : it has
been a defideratum in this quarter of the
globe, and neceflity may occafion a new re-
eftablithment of ‘that order and focial com-
pac¢t which miftaken policy has hitherto re-
jeéed. The Frenchappear inclined to turn
their arms to the Eaft, and to feek frefh
fources of rapine and plunder. Whatever
their views may be, it would be well if the
fcourge of humanity were transferred from
civilized and populous kingdoms, and the
torrent be direéted where the baneful influ-
ence may be lefs felt, and certain good com-
penfate for partial evil. The Ruflians are
inclined to favour the projeét, and it would
bind that nation more effectually to oppofe
and check the daring and fatal fehemes of
French republicanifm.  Can no flop be put
to thofe principles which have nearly ruined
Europe, and which threaten to be extended
to the utmoft limits of the habitable world ?
Let us then roufe and cover the Mediter-
ranean
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ranean with our fleets, and the borders of
Turkey and Greece with our armics—the
caufe would be noble, and the prefent odious
fyftem of politics would be changed: the
opprefled Chriftians and Greeks would flock
to our ftandard; the Bofphorus would be
opened 'to the fhores of the Black Sea, and
Poland afford abundant fupplies: Let us not
forget the illuftrious Catharine, who, withall
her catalogue of vices, confidered her fecond
grandfon, Conftantine, as a Greek from the
womb, and looked forward to the throne of
Conftantinople. Let us remember the ar-
dency with which that nation fupplicated
her interference—their exertions in the caufe
of freedom—and that the Princes of Georgia
and Armenia are not inimical to a change,
The throne of Turkey, raifed by the fword,
but by the revolt of its provinces immerg-
ing into rapid annihilation, can obtain little
Tupport from the means by which it was ef-
tablifhed. The glories of Mahomet the
Second, and Solyman the Magnificent, are
obfcured; and the only remembrance that
remains is a wide disjointed empire, neither
cemented by power nor upheld by inclination.
They are themfclves aware of that convul-

fion



( 144 )

fion which mufl inevitably happen, and they
look for fhelter in the former dominions of
the Caliphs, where the arts ﬂou}ifhcd, and
where philofophy reigned, but which the
cffeminate Turks barbaroully reject.

Kingdoms as well as families are con-
nected by ties of reciprocity; and the fame
incidents in point of fituation and habits of
induftry and commerce cqually operate on
both. Let the fituation of either be near or
diftant, they tend from circumftances to the
fame meafures of mutual profperity. Ruffia
is the natural ally of Britain, and were their
intercfts more immediately united, a doubt
cannot exift but a bafis would be eftablifhed
produétive of the greateft relative advan-
tages. The ambitious views of the French
Dire@ory, and the problematical defigns of
Buonaparte, bid fair to accelerate the point
of union between England and Ruffia. From
the viciffitudes of the prefent war we are
excluded from any port in the Mediterra-
nean ;—an eftablifhment effential to our com-
merce, and particularly fo to our communi-
cation with India, both by the Gulf of
Perfia and the Rea Sca. The interefts of
Ruffia in the trade of the Archipelago, the

l.evant,
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Levant, and the whole of the Mediterranean,
requires no illuftration:—on the other hand,
the views of France to occupy Meflina,
Corfu, Malta, Candia, and Cyprus, and
even Egypt, cannot fail to attract the atten-
tion of Ruffia and Britain, and irrefiftibly
oblige them to concentrate their forces, in
order to repel an attack fo pregnant with
danger, and {o deftructivein its confequences.

The Greeks, as I have already obferved,
will cheerfully join this federation, and ma-
terially affift to render the views of France
nugatory and abortive, to the natives of
which country they have a mortal antipathy.
The Greeks eftimate their population at -
nearly feven millions ; but I fhould imagine
that this account is much overcharged. The
capitation tax paid by the Morea and its few
jurifdictions amounts to nomore than 3,560
purfes rumi-of 560 piaftres each*, and the

* When purfes rumi are mentioned in the courfe of
this work, it is to be underfiood that they contain five
hundred dollars or piafires each. Out of a pound of filver,
equal to ane hundred drachms of which thefe piafires are
coined, not more than forty drachms is of pure filver,
the remaining fixty bafe alloy.—The piaftre rumi is the
(ilver piece which paffes from hand 1o hand, whilit the
current piallre is that in which accounts are kepr, and
fludtuates according tothe raw of exchangs.

Vor. L. L fum-
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fum paid into the Turkifh Miri, or treafury,
for the whole of European Turkey fcarcely
exceeds 20,000 purfes. Moldavia and Wal-
lachia, from whence the Porte draws great
fupplies of grain, are not included in this ftate-.
ment. The number of men that could be
eafily raifed from the ftates of Greece would
undoubtedly be numerous. During the late .
conteft between the Ruffians and the Turks,
the Greeks flattered themfelves with the
appearance of an army of that nation on the
plains of Adrianople of 300,000 men. It has
been reprefented that the Greeks are patient
of control in war, and eafily fubjected to
military difcipline: but I fhould apprehend,
that the ardour of their paflions would bid de-
fiance to rule, and that their courage is that of
enterprize, and their fyftem thatof devaffation.
The Greeks, once in arms, it would be a diffi-
cult talk to reduce them to order, or prevent
their predatory difpofition. They declared
to the late Emprefs of Ruflia, *¢ that they
« afked not for treafure: we only afk,” faid
they, ¢ for powderand ball, which we can-
¢ not purchafe, and to be led to battle. We
« are come to offer our lives and fortunes—
« not to alk for your treafures.” The ad-

venturcs
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ventures of Lambro*is a convincing proof
of the unwillingnefs with which the Greeks
give up their martial purfuits. The termi-
nation of the laft war between the Ruflians
and the Turks occafioned the Mediterranean
to fvarm with privateers ; they attacked the
fhips and veffels of every nation, friend or
foe,and it was computed that no lefs than
300 French veflels were captured by thofe
piratical adventurers, compofed of Greeks
and other inhabitants of Dalmatia and Eu-
ropean Turkey : the crews of the captured
fhips were murdered, and fometimes tied to-
gether and thrown into the fea: frequently
they were fet adrift in the boat, and, in fhort,
the moft horrid cruelties were exerciled.
Amongft the foremoft of thefe defperadoes,
we find the name of Lambro, who became
a terror to the furrounding fhores: his outfet
was in the caufe of liberty and his country ;
but when he found that the fword was
theathed between Ruffia and Turkey, he de-
fcended to the vileft and moft ignoble prac-
tices, Under the colours of Ruffia, he attack-

* This man’s name is Lambro Canziani, but he was
generally known in the Mediterranean by the name of
Lambro.
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ed and plundered, particularly, the French,
the Turks, the Venetians, the Genoefe, and
the veflels belonging to the different ftates of
Italy. - The evil became {o ferious, that re-
prefentations were made to the Court of
Ruffia : that Court difclaimed all connec-
tion with the pirate, and every exertion was
ufed by the French to féize him. Lambro
was at length fubdued, and he fled to his na~
tive country, where he was kindly received.
In the hiftory of this man ‘may be read that
of his countrymen. It is only the meliorating
hand of time, and the advancement and pro-
grefs of fcience, that can reftore the Greeks
to the bondsof focial compact, the habits of
induftry, and the full enjoyment of thofe
bleffings which originate in a regular atten-
tion to the moral duties, and which diftin-
guifh a civilized people from a nation of bar-
barians.——But return to the ifland of Zante.
We experienced great politenefs and hof-
pitality from the inhabitants, who, were it
not for the vices imported from Italy and
Venice, would much better deferve the enco-
miums of a traveller, The ufe of the ftiletto
is much practifed here, and it is dangerous to
be much abroad after dark, Independent of

the
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the natives of the place, we had the good
fortune to be introduced to Madame Gui-
maire, wife to the ci-devant Auftrian Coniul
at Salonica. Her hufband from the war had
repaired to Vienna on political affairs, and the
lady had fought an afylum in Zante. As
fhe was defcended from Englifh parents,
the was pleafed to be extremely kind to
our party, and, during our abode here, her
attention to us was gratifying in the extreme.
Neither muft we forget the kindnefs of two
young men, Dandalo and Minotte, officers
in the Venetian fleet, and defcended from
the firlt families in the ftate : they attended
us every day, and they vied with each other
tomake our ftay agrecable. The family of the
former has, 1 obferve, been altive to op- |
pofe the revolution which has lately taken
place in Venice, and where the grafp of power
has overthrown a republic which has ex-
ifted fince the fubverfion of the Roman Em-
pire by the barbarians of the North—a pe-
riod of more antiquity than moft of our
exifting ftates, whofe duration may not in
all human probability have fo long a conti-
nuance, however far the refinement of mo-

L3 dern
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dern organization may vainly attempt to
raife a fabric on a more folid foundation
than the unftable piles on which the city is
erected. It muft be remembered that Venice
has for ages paft repelled the attack of the
furrounding element, and now rears its head
as an ornament to the world.

Our ftay here being now prolonged fomuch
beyond what we had ever conceived, not-
withftanding that Admiral Emo, on the
day we dined with him had ordered the Scla-
vonian Captain to be ready tofail by the 12th
of the month, under pain of exemplary
punifhment, and who was befides firictly
chargedto bring with him on his return a cer-
tificate from us of our being perfectly fatisfied
with his condu¢ét and treatment, we refolved
to embrace the opportunity, which thearrival
of the Roman Eagle, an Englith veffel, now
prefented, to quit founcertain and precaricus a
conveyanceas that we had beforeex perienced,
The Roman Eagle, commanded by Cap-
tain Crofbie, was a brig of 170 tons burden,
and had failed from Liverpool for Marfeilles,
from whence fhe was now arrived in ballaft at
Zante, with 2 view to load currants at this

ifland,
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ifland, and to complete her cargo at the port
of Patras in the Morea. I entered into an
agreement with Captain Crofbie to carry us
1o Latachea, or Scandaroon, and to fail po-
fitively on the 12th of the month ; for this
fervice I agreed to pay him the fum of 200l.
We embarked on the day appointed, and on
the 13th, at eight o’clock in the morning,
our vellel was towed out of the harbour by
two boats from the Venetian man of war,
there not being a breath of wind ftirring.

We did not negle&, previoufly to our de-
‘parture, to take leave of our friend the Admi-
ral, when this good old gentleman recom-
mended us firongly by a letter to the protec-
tion of all the Venetian Commanders and
Confuls, wherever chance might, in the
courfe of our journey, throw us in the
Way. ;

The letter was a teftimony of the urbanity
of hisdifpofition, his good-will to the Englith
nation, and politenefs towardsus.

November 14th. We had not loft fight of
the ifland of Zante—the wind was northerly,
with fqualls and rain, and by obfervation at
twelye o’clock we were in Lat; 37. 2. N.

L4 15th. The
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15th. The wind ftill continued northerly,
with ftrong gales, and cloudy weather, at-
tended with fomerain. Lat. g5.17. N.

16th. Wind N. E. ftrong gales, and
cloudy weather, with fudden fqualls and fre-
quent thowers of rain. Lat. 34. 44. N.

17th. Wind N. N. E, a very hard pale,
with a head fwell.—At twelve o’clock we
faw the ifland of Gozo, bearing N, E. by E.
diftant four or five leagues. Lat. g4. 27. N.

18th. This day we found the wind ex-
tremely light and variable, and fometimes it
was quite calm, The day being clear, and
Gozo bearing from us N. E. by N. diftant
three or four leagues, we had fight of the
ifland of Candia, with Mount Ida rifing from
its centre.  We could not readily forget the
once-famed Ifle of Crete, now fubjugated by
the Turks, and immerfed in indolence and
flavery. Lat. 34. 22.N.

19th. Wind S, with pleafant weather,
Lat, 34. 19. N.

2oth. Wind N. with moderate weather.
Lat. 34. N.

21ft. Wind as yeflerday, with fine wea-
ther, Lat. g4, 12,

22d. Wind -
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22d. Wind to-day W. and by N. The
weather continued moderate, with a clear fky.
At ten in the morning we difcovered the
weft end of the ifland of Cyprus, or Kubrus,
as it is called by the Turks, bearing N. E.
diftant ten or twelve leagues. Lat. 34. 12.

2ad. Wind S. 5. W. weather fine—at
twelve o’clock Cape Tigilo bore N, by W,
diftunt only three miles, Lat. 94. 44.—at
five P. M. Cape de Gatto bore E. by N. dif-
tant ten leagues.

24th. ‘W:nd at S. W. and modcmtc—at
two o’clock P. M. we brought up in twenty-
three fathoms in the bay of Lemica ; a boat
immediately came off, in which we went on
thore, accompanied by our Captain.  We re-
paired to the houfe of the Englifh Conful, but
found he was removed te Aleppo, and that
there was no one to fupply his place : this
occafioned fome difficuley, butat laft we pro-
cured a pilor to conduct us to Latachea, for
which Captain Crofbie agrced to pay him
thirty piaftres. We found but little accom-
modation and lefs civility in this ruined
place, which, though once a confiderable
city, is now reduced to a milerable village.
The roadftead is good, which is all the ex-

cellence
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cellence it has at prefent to boaft of ; the foil
is luxuriant, and produces cotton, filk, and
drugs, and the falt-works in the time of the
Venetians were confiderable ; the wines are
rich and pleafant, and the ifland of the Pa-
phian Deity might indeed become a paradife,
were it not for the fuperftition and indolence
of its prefent inhabitants, and the arbitrary
government of .the Turks, which is every
where felt, to the total deftrution of com-
merce : for the wretched policy of the Turks
leaves no room for exertion. The capitation
paid by the Chriftians on this ifland amounts
to eight hundred and fifty purfes each, con-
taining five hundred piaftres rumi. The
Abbé Mariti informs us, ‘¢ When the Furks
« conquered Cyprus, they reckoned in it
*¢ befides women, children, and old people,
“ =0,000 men fubje to capitation: and
*4 the Grand Seignior, at the rate of five
s piaftres per head, drew from it an annual
* revenueof 400,000l. But defpotilm hav-
** ing overran this ifland, its fources of abun-
*+ dance dried up, and its population de-
¢ ereafed fo much, that at prefent there are
« fearcely 12,000 men fubjet to capitation.
v« Such is the oppreflion and rapacity which

* the
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¢+ the governors, magiftrates, clerks, and 2
¢ multitude of fubaltern agents, exercife a-
 gainft the unhappy Cypriots.” The pre-
fent race of men are not only fervile, but
obfequious to every thing that can be de-
manded ; their priefts think it no difgrace
to acquire money by any means, however
degrading or derogatory to their charater
and profeffion. The women are handfome,
gaudy, and wanton in their apparel, and
retain a predile@ion for thofe orgies for
which their anceftors were fo renowned,
'The fervour of love, the growth of warm
and genial climates, was in this ifland in-
grafted in the mind, and became material to
exiftence. They had temples confecrated
to Venus at Cytheria and Olympus, and
there iffued fprings from the bofom of the
earth which promoted vigour, and excited
inclination. Intercourfe between the fexes
was encouraged by the Cyprians, and that
paffion which foftens tyrants and dictates
to the moft ferocious was cherifhed and
enjoyed. The moft tender and fufceptible
excitements of the breath were lively and
unfettered, while reciprocal and unfolicited

endear-
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endearments kindled and ftimulated defire.
Nature, thus invigorated by mutual f{ym-
pathy, uncontrolled by cold phlegmatic
rule, ‘was taught to flow in channels of
ecftacy, revolving and unbounded. At this
day, the females of Cyprus poflefs all the
allurements and incitements of fancy, and
we cannot forget, in their figure and ﬂmpt:,'
the elegance and {ymmetry of their fair
progenitors, who were wont to facrifice fo
freely and abundantly at the altar of Venus.
Thefe lafcivious and enticing Meffalinas re-
mind us of the Poet’s defcription :

€ Age cannot wither her, or cuftom {lale

« Her infinite varictics: Other women cloy

‘¢ The appetites they feed, but fhe makes hungry
¢ Where moit the fatishes.”

Far from applauding the *¢ foft delufion,”
which tends enly to weaken the mind, and
overpower the underftanding, I fhall take
leave of the Cyprian damfels, and leave them
in, the full enjoyment of their libertinifm
and gaiety. Their prominent beauties, which
fo faily entitle them to our admiration from
~ particular circumftances, becomes lefs invit-

ing,
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" ing, and makes us reject their embraces, not
only as dangerous, but difgufting to the pure
fpirit of virtuous and connubial love.

At feven o’clock in the evening we left
this nncc-delighl‘ﬁﬂ ifland, returned on board,
and with a light breeze at N.N. E. we fet
fail at ten' P. M. for Latachea,

25th. The wind was eafterly, blowing
ftrong, with a high fea. At fix in the even-
ing we found Cape Greco bearing N. N. E.
diftant two or three leagues. Lat. 34. 49. -

26th.: This moming the wind foutherly,
blowing hard. Made the Coaft of Syria,
and fhortly afterwards we had fight of La-
tachea. The pilot was now confulted whe-
ther he would undertake, under the circum-
ftances of a ftrong gale, to make the pert of
Latachea, confidering the narrownefs of the
harbour, and its being much expofed-to 2
heavy furge. The pilot offered to make the
attempt, but the prudence of 'the Captain:de-
termined him to delay it till next morning,
when we expeéted a change of weather. -

27th. The wind this morning changed to
the weft, which made the attempt ftill more
impratticable. We therefore continued on
the coaft of Syria, in expeétation of more fa-

vourable
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vourable weather to enter the harbour, whicht
we had underftood from all quarters to be
extremely difficult and dangerous fo late in

the feafon.

28th. To our great difappointment, the
wind all night continued fltrong at wetft,
with a very high fea. We had now no al-
ternative, but that of bearing away, ar four
in the morning, for the bay of Scandaroon.
At fun.rife we attempted to enter the mouth
of the bay, but foon perceived we had madea
-miftake, and in tacking the veflel we were
nearly on fhore. - We now ftood in for the
road, and at three o’clock in the afternoon
came to an anchor., As foon as the veffel
~ was properly fecured, Mr. Blackader, Cap-
tain Crofbie, and myfelf, landed at Scanda-
roen, We were conducted to the houfe. of
the Englifh agent, and received by him in
the Turkith drefs. We were entertained
with coffee and pipes, in the eaftern fiyle,
and vifited by feveral of the principal Turks,
immediately in the fervice of government :
they came to learn the news of the war be-
tween the Emperor and the Porte. As we
had but little to communicate that could
afford them fatisfaction, we were not very
forward
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forward in yielding the information they
sequired. :

It was formerly the cuftom to have a Con-
ful here, under that of Aleppo, but of late
years, owing to the duty of trade, it has
been judged fufficient to have only a perfon
as factor or agent appointed by our Conful
at Aleppo, to tranfact the bufinefs of the
Englith nation. We found a Frenchman of
the name of Caftillon in the office. He has
refided at Scandaroon for many years, and
appeared a polite, obliging man, but much
tinged with the Turkifh gravity, and indeed
his appearance befpoke fo much of the cha-
racter, that I was at a lofs to which nation
really to afcribe him. Having opened our
bufinefs, and receiving an affurance of pro-
viding for our journey without delay, we
took our leave to return on board, though
not till after his obligingly offering accom-
modations at his houfe. This place is alfo
called Alexandretta : it is eftcemed the fea-
port of Aleppo; but, from certain inform-~
ation, Latachea is much better entitled to
this diftin@ion. The natural indolence and
want of energy in the Turkifh government,
in not extirpating the banditti that infeft the

road
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road between Aleppo and Latachea, parti-
cularly the Curds, who inhabit the higher
parts of Syria to the northward, and are de-
clared enemies to the Turks, gives prefer
ence to the port of Scandaroon. Thefe men
are equally brave in defending themfelves,
as they are in the attack of caravans. When
the Turks are victorious, their heads pay for
the offence ; but they are not anxious to en-
gage the Curds in equal combat. Parties of
their horfe have been frequently feen within
a mile of Aleppo; and it is unfafe at all
times to be more than three or four miles
diftant from the city without a guard,
Their women are armed, and left to defend
their encampment when they ride in fearch
of plunder, but which is generally fixed in
fome concealed place.  On a recent occafion
thefe ladics repelled the attack of a party of
Turkifh cavalry. In former ages the bor-
ders of the Euxine had its nation of Ama-
zons. We read of Penthefelia and Thalefs
tris in the days of Priam and Alexander, and
we difcover in the tribe of the Curds that
their race is not yet extinguithed in the Eaft,
Such are the banditti ‘to be apprehended in

The
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The bay and road of ‘Scandaroon has par-
cular advantages over the Post Latachea.
This harbour is extremely narrow, and ex-
pofed to the ftrong wefterly winds. The
entrance is only capable of admitting one vef-
{el at a time, and that of inconfiderable bur-
den, ' In violent weather, and particularly in
wefterly winds, which blow in the winter, it
is frequently impoflible to bring up the fmall
craft that refort hither, and confequently they
run on the fand, and are fometimes bulged.
On the other hand, Scandaroon can at all
feafons be vifited with fecurity, as the road is
fafe, and as there is a good beach for land-
ing. I muft however remark, in the fum-
mer feafon there is a frequent communi-
cation kept up between Cyprus and Lata-
chea, at which time there is no danger, and
large boats are to be hired for fifty or fixty
piaftres, that will run you over, with a tole-
rable wind, in thirty-fix hours.. Here we
have a Conful regularly appointed ; and from
the circumftances already. mentioned, is a
place of confiderable trade, with a neigh-
bourhood abounding with many remains of
antiquity to gratify the tafte and curiofity of
travellers.

Vor. L. M Not-
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Notwithftanding ‘the difadvantage of the
harbour of Latachea in the winter, it is by
much-the moft eligible port, provided the
commander of yous veflel or boat will under-
take to carry you in. ' The pilots procured
at Latachea are efteemed able, although I can-
not pay this compliment to ours, as I verily
believe his incapacity or want of refolu-
tion occafioned our bearing: away for Scan-
daroon. This man was hired at thirty piaf-
‘tres only, one half of what others demanded ;
and it is probable, had our Captain given
more, and employed an abler pilot, we would
have faved two days, and got into Latachea,
in place of Scandaroon.

In the fummer the inhabitants Gf all the
diftri¢ts fituated in the vicinity of any of the
gulfs of the Levant are particularly fubject
to intermittent fevers. Thole of Scandaroon
are more particularly fo from the marfhes
and fwamps furrounding the town in every
dire&ion—a circumftance which, in fummer,
tenders Latachea preferable, although the
{tay of a traveller is generally fo fhort that
little danger can be apprehended.

‘The morning of the 2gth we landed our
baggage, after having given amongft the

crews
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¢rew every thing that was unneceflary to the
land expedition we had before us.

Monfieur Caftillon being under the necef-
fity of fending to the country for horfes, we
propofed taking a view of the place and its
environs, We difpatched an exprefs meflen-
ger to Mr. Devezin, the Britifh Conful at
Aleppo, for whom we had letters from
Mr. Ritchie at Venice, requefting him to
prepare a caravan and neceffaries for the
journey, if no regular caravan offered at the
time. The expence of a meflenger is fome-
thing about five piaftres, a moderate fum for
fo long a diftance.

Farther than what I have already noticed,
this place has little to boaft of. The houfes
are in general extremely bad, and the Buzar
fhockingly dirty and inconvenient. The
town is quite defencelefs: the Turkifh
governor hoifts a flag on his houfe, which
has fomething the appearance of a fortifica-
tion, without being fo: the whole number
of houfes does not exceed two hundred, in-
cluding the meaneft hovel. The fituation is
ftill more miferable than the town itfelf. I
have already obferved, it is furrounded on
every fide, excepting towards the fea, by

M2 marfhes,
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matfhes, which in the hot feafon is produc- ~
tive of troublefome and tedious diforders;
to avoid which, the inhabitants of any dif-
tinction retire to the neighbouring town of
Beilan, fituated in the adjoining mountains,
where they enjoy a much purer air. I was
aftonifhed to obferve the principal Turks
look healthy, whilft all the Europeans and
ftrangers were emaciated by the unwhole-
fome climate.  Here the French and Vene-
tians have Confuls, and indeed the trade is
divided chiefly between them. We found
" feveral fhips belonging to both nations at
anchor in the roads.

Our Cicerone, who was.a Frenchman,
conduéted us to the Chriftian burying-
ground, where I perceived many handfome
monuments, particularly fome in memory of
our countrymen, dead more than a century
ago. The ground is enclofed by a lofty
wall, and you enter it by a door not higher
than three feet: we were compelled to
ftoop to view thefe monuments of morta-
lity.

We were thewn an ancient fortification,
faid to have been built by the Chriftians
during the Crufades, and fome time in their

pofleflion.
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pofleflion. . No antiquities prefented them-
felves to our obfervation. Ata diftance in-
deed of about three miles we were defired
to look at fomething which had the appear-
ance of pillars, and we were at the fame time
informed, that they go by the names. of
Jonas’s pillars, from its being the identical
fpot where he was difgorged from. the belly
of the whale, We were anxious to vifit a
place of fuch feriptural antiquity, and re-
quefted the company of our guide, who was
very obliging and communicative, and an
amateur of the Englith language. This
man, with a very fignificant thrug, affured
us, that the journey was utterly impracti-
cable, for the troops of the rebel Pacha of
Payas ‘was in pofleflion of the ground, in
order to watch the motions of the Turks
from this quarter. He at the fame time
added, that he had lately occafioned the death
of an Englifh captain and two of his feamen,
and gave the following account, which was
afterwards confirmed to us :—

Payas is a pretty extenfive territory, fitu-
ated at the extremity of the Bay of Scanda-
roon, whereof the capital, a fea-port, goes
by the fame name. This place is fubftan-
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tially, fortified by ftrong walls, flanked by
baftions of folid mafonry. The diftrict is
governed by a Pacha under the Grand
Seignior, and tributary to the Porte. Since
the commencement of the Ruffian and
German war, the ruling Pacha rebelled
againft the authority of the Empire, and had
for fome time bid defiance to its commands,
and orders had been repeatedly fent to the
neighbouring Pacha, to fend his head to
Conftantinople,
*' The Payas country is, from fituation, na-
turally ftrong, mountainous, and rocky, and
the Pacha had been able to defend himfelf
both in the fort and in the hills againft his
adverfaries. He conftantly plunders all
paflengers, particularly pilgrims going to,
or returning from Mecca, and was of late
the terror of the adjoining country. -
The commander of a fmall brig, of the
name of Fowlis, repaired in his boat with
four of his crew, fome time in the month of
Auguft laft, to take water for his veflel at a
fmall fpring near to the pillars ; on his land-
ing, he was furrounded by a body of armed
men belonging to the Pacha of Payas, who
plundgrc-:l him of his moncy, and every thing
of
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of value about his' perfon. T'he officer who
commanded the party detained him till orders
arrived from his mafter, when they wete all
ordered prifoners to the fort, where they
were confined, put in irons, and treated in
the harfheft manner.

The view of the rebel was to gain the fum
of 4,000 piaftres, at which he valued his
ranfom.  In conféequence of the feverity ex-
ercifed on thefe unhappy people, the Captain
and two of the feamen died; the Pacha,
finding himf{elf difappointed in his hopes;
granted liberty to the remaining two.

On the relation of this narrative, a reflec-
tion naturally occurred, that Mr. Fowlis
fhould have been made acquainted of the
danger of reforting' to that fpot, as water,
though perhaps not fo good, was to be hid
in the neighbourhood of Scandaroon. To
this fuggeftion I was affured by Mr. Caftil-
lon, that he had repeatedly and earneftly
warned him of the confequences, but the
high idea he entertained of the Britifh cha-
racter fuggefted it a fufficient paffport over
the world, efpecially when his nation was
not engaged in any war. It is evident that
this idea may be carried to excefs.

' M 4 To
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To a Britifh fubjet it is a matter of fome
moment. to learn what fteps were taken for
his Felcafc; but it may be afked what fteps
could be taken where a barbarous and un-
feeling rebel was the party principally in-
terefted? Only one in this fituation {eemed
at all praticable, viz. to pay the ranfom ;
and there is but few who would advance a
fum of this kind to a man without property,
and perhaps without any profpect of being
again repaid,

T was at fome trouble to difcover the real
means attempted on this occafion to obtain
the enlargement of the unfortunate prifoner.
Sir Robert Ainflie, our Ambaflador at the
Porte, Mr. Devezin, Britith Conful, and
Monf. Catftillon, were the principal agents.
All I could learn was, that Sir Robert found
great fault with the Conful’s negociation with
the Pacha. On mentioning the fubject to
Mr. Devezin at Aleppo, he requefted of
Mr. Blackader and me to afford him what
information we could on the fubject, for the
Ambaffador’s information, and perhaps for
his own exculpation. Nothing could be done
without the advance of moncy, and I did
not find that Sir Robert Ainilie gaye any au-
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thority for fo deing, and Mr. :Devezin did
not choefe fo truft to the Levant Company
for his reimburfement. Itis true repeated
orders were procured from the Porte for their
releafe, but thofe orders were of no effect in
the country of Payas. . 'To negociate the
bufinefs with Mr. Devezin, on the partof -
Captain Fowlis, a young man was permit-
ted by the Pacha to vifit Aleppo. The nar-
rative fworn to by him was nearly as before
related : the bad treatment he had received
occafioned a fevere fever; on his recovery he
proceeded to Great Britain in a fhip from
Scandaroon bound to Venice. In whatever
manner this bufinefs ended, Iam afraid but
little reparation was received for the injury
and infult.

We returned to our factor’s houfe to din-
ner, which was ferved up in the French
ftyle, although intermixed with many of the
Eaftern difhes. In the afternoon we fettled
with our Captain, and after an early fupper
we retired to reft, being accommodated with
a tolerable bed by Monf. Caftillon.

In the morning we found this gentleman
bufily employed in landing goods from an
Englifh brig, configned to Mr. Smith at

Aleppo,
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Aleppo, and which we found at anchor on
our arrival: he informed us that the place
was vifited by fix or feven annually.

On inquiring for our horfes, we were pro-
mifed them at one o’clock, It was accord-
ingly determined to dine early. In walking
along the ftrand, we entered a fmall encamp-
ment of Turks from Mecca: they were on
the return to Smyrna and its nei ghbourhood,
and wifthed much for a fea conveyance, from
the dread of the Pacha of Payas, through
whofe country they had to pafs. - Their ap-
pearance was much the fame as that of the
better kind of Moormen we meet with in
India; their drefs, arms, and tents, and in
general their appearance, differed but little
from their brethren in that quarter: their
complections were fomewhat fairer, and I
apprehend they were clothed more after the
drefs of the people of Mecca than that of
the Turks. .

After having fufficiently: fatigued our-
felves, we returned home about twelve
oclock. After dinner, we were fupplied
with horfes, and four were allotted for our
baggage, which we had by this time confi-
derably reduced, by leaving every incum-

brance
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brance on board the brig, and trufting to
Aleppo for a frefh fupply.

For thefe horfes we were charged at the
enormous rate of forty piaftres for two days
journey to Antioch, befides a prefent for the
attendants, :

A guide was procured for us, who was
alfo to be fupplied with a horfe, and to re-
ceive fourteen piaftres on difcharging and re-
turning our cattle. This man was 2 Maho-
metan, and feemed a good-natured impofing
fellow. Indeed, he evinced himfelf fo in
every fituation ; he was very attentive to us,
and particularly careful that nobody elfe
{hould cheat us of our money but himfelf.

The goth of November, at three o’clock,
we mounted the moft wretched cattle I ever
faw : they were of a fmall breed, and moft
dreadfully fupplied with old Turkith faddles,
very hard and uncomfortable.

The caution given in the beginning of this
narrative, to take efpecial care to be provided
with good faddles and bridles before leaving
England, will here be brought to remem-
brance.

Monf. Caflillon, in his Turkifh habit, was

mounted on a very handfome fpirited horfe,
5 and
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and accompanied us a few miles: we pro-
ceeded over a kind of caufeway acrofs the
{wamps, ' and approached the foot of the
mountains, diftant about four miles from
‘Scandaroon, when our friend, the Turkifh
Frenchman, took his leave.

We now afcended high and rugged moun-
tains till half paft fix, and it was nearly
dufk when we arrived at Beilan, the firft
ftage, diftant from Scandaroon eight or nine
ailes.  The road all the way appeared to me
impracticable for any carriage, although of
a tolerable breadth. We alighted at a poor
houfe, provided for us by our guide Maho-
met, and it was with {ome difficulty we
could: procure cither light or firing, The
room allotted us was by much inferior to a
bay-loft in England, without even a carpet
or indeed furniture of any kind, We pro-
cured a few eggs, on which we fupped,
‘We had taken care to lay ina fmall flock of
wine and fome cold roafted fowls, enough to
laft us the time we expected to be on the road.
. The town and diftriét of Beilan is go-
verned by a Pacha, to whom the Mofleem
of.. Scandaroon had notified our being tra-
Mellers; to Aleppo.  This place is the moft
Lo ' . romantic
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~ romantic I ever faw ; fituated in the middle
 of the mountains that rife over the ftag-
nant waters and unwholefome marfhes of
that port ; thither the inhabitants in the fums
mer and autumn fly for fhelter from the
noxious vapours that are exhaled from them,
and benefit by the purenefs and falubrity of
‘the air. Here all is cool and agrecable,
whilft the atmofphere of the plain below is
' filled with difeafe, and conveys certain de-
ftruétion to every ftranger, and cven to the
natives themfelves.

The houfes in this village are placed in
the moft fingular and in the moft irregular
way it is poffible to conceive ; the ground
floor of one being frequently higher than the
roof of the adjoining houfe, and in this man-
ner it is throughout a continued variety. A
thoufand little ftreams run from the moun-
tains, and exhibit a molt pleafing profpect to
the eye; it refrefhes while you gaze en the
fmall cataraéts and the rudenefs of the fcene.
The fimple yet bold varieties of Nature
which are here difclofed afford bot hiubli-
mity and grandeur, fills the mind with con-
templauon on the ftupendous works of

creation,
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creation, and leaves us equally at a fofs to
account for their origin or continuance.

The inhabitants are few, and principally
Syrians, who live by making butter and
brecding fheep, goats, and fowls, all which
they fell at Scandaroon, and to the thipping
at that place. It may be eafily conceived
that they are miferably poor, but they poffefs
content, which riches cannot give, and they
derive health from the wholefomenefs of their
air.

- With our beds fpread on the floor, we en-
joyed a tolerable nap till five next morning,
having previoufly ordered our horfes at fix
o'clock. The weather being cold, we were
glad of a fire in the comer of our room, at
which our fervant made us fome coffee, - It
Was not till feven o’clock that our baggage
was loaded on the horfes, at which time we
fet forward : the expence of this night’s in-
different lodging was a piaftre for each of
our party, which is the common price given
by European travellers all over Syria,

The road lay through the higher part of
the town, over fome bridges, thrown acrofs
without ledges ; thefe cataracts are very ha-

zardous
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nardous to pafs. Before leaving Beilan, we
were joined by twenty men belonging tothe
Pacha, who preceded us a mile or two, and
then returned back, after receiving a few
parahs perman, as bukfhifh : this is a mere
ceremony to obtain from travellers a trifling
gratuity. '

At nine o’clock we fell in with a {mall
guard placed by the road fide to protect paf-
fengers, by the orders of government. To
thefe people a {fmall prefent was likewife
given : ‘proceeding over the hills, . the Lake
of Antioch prefented itfelf below. At eleven
o’clock we reached the bottom, and moved
on along the fkirts of thie 'lake towards a
caravanferai built for theaccommodation of
travellers, and which contains at the fame
time a guard for the pretection of the trade
that paffes backwards and forwards., This
caravanferai is furrounded with a high and
ftrong wall, forming nearly a fquare; and
fituated within a few yards of the road. To
the right, an ancient caftle gracefully dif-
plays itfelf on the fide of a lofty mountain,
flill in tolerable condition, though uninha-
bited. -

The fertile plains of Antioch here opens

: on
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on all fides, and reminds us of the formes
fruitfulnefs of the foil, before the oppreilion
of the Turkith government was felt in this
devoted land.  For the firft time, we beheld
the tribes of wandering Arabs in their en-
campments, attending their numerous herds
of cattle, the pafture intermixed with beau-
tiful flowers, yiclding them a delicious re.
paft. The Arabs appeared totally indifferent
to us, harmlefs, and inoffenfive.

Before approaching a fmall river about
five miles diftant from the city of Antioch,
we perceived three horfemen approaching
our party. We had been luckily joined by
two of the Turkifh cavalry in their way to
Aleppo, who had, in'a friendly manner,
agreed to accompany us. The fight of the
horfemen roufed our Janizaries: they loaded
their carbines and piftols, and placing a
number of cartridges in the folds of their
turbans, fet forward on a hand-gallop, ac-
companied by Mr. Blackader and myfelf,
We were received by the horfemen with a
{mile, and after a few compliments they took
their leave. Qur friendly Turks informed
us they were well known to them, and three
of the moft notorious robbers in the whole
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“ country ; adding, that if luckily we had
not been armed, they would not have left
usa rag to cover us. Whether this was
intended to convey an idea of their own con-
fequence, or to intimidate us, I cannot pof-
fitively fay, but they appeared to me the
moft civil robbers 1 ever heard of. Thefe
men were well armed and mounted, and
feemingly well fitted for the purpofe of de-
predation. Our guide, Mahomet, alfo con-
firmed the intelligence of the Turks.

At four o’clock we croffed the river Oron-
tes, or Affi, over an ancient bridge to the
gate of Antioch, now called Antakea by the
Turks. We were ftopped for a few minutes
to give an account of ourfelves, and then
permitted to pafs.  'We were conducted by
our guide to a caravanferai, where we took
up our abode. The accommodation of tra-
vellers in all countries which have the fmalleft
pretenfion to civilization has uniformly be-
come an object of public attention, more
particularly in the Eaft, where the bonds of
focicty were firft cemented, and commercg
and | intercourfe encouraged and protected.

Of this truth, the plains of India afford
the moft convincing proof: over all that
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widely-extended country, public as well as
private munificence has contributed largely
to this convenience. The Choultries of
the Carnatic and the Serais of Hindoftan
imprefs this  conviction ftrongly on our
mind.

In the days of the Caliphs, caravanferais
were not neglected, and we can trace the
ruins of many which the barbarifms of the
Turks and their unaccommodating manners
have nearly configned to oblivion. What
yet remain are commodious, and well calcu-
lated both for the repofe of the traveller and
the fafety of his property.

It is by no means difficult to an obferving
mind to trace the progrefs of improvement in
this as well as in other inflances. We owe
to the Crufaders of the 13th and 1oth centu-
tries the introduction - of our own Serais,
which are a faithful copy of thofe in Syria
and Paleftine. Surrounded with lofty walls,
with mafly gates, and not exceeding two
ftories in beight, the upper part of the build-
ing is divided into feparate chambers for. the
ufe of itinerants, and the lower part appro-
priated for the reception of baggage and mer-
chandize : to each apartment there is a fepa-
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rate key. The keeper of the principal gate
has the privilege of felling coffee, and pipes
and tobacco, to allay the fatigue of the wea-
ried traveller. For thefe accommodations
the price is a piaftre for each perfon, befides
any extra charge for neceffaries required.
Let this defcription be compared with the
old inns in the city of London, when a ftrik-
ing refemblance will be difcovered, and their
origin traced to the real fource.

On our arrival at the caravanferai, we
were foon furrounded by a concourfe of peo-
ple, who, from curiofity, came to view Eu-
ropeans in the drefs of their country, for at
this time we had not affumed the Eaftern
mode. This curiofity bordered ftrongly on
impertinence. They handled every thing
they faw, and I'was in doubts whether every
articleof ourbaggage would not have been pils
laged by this rafcally fet, as the Antakeans are
notorious in Syria for their dithonefty. The
plated buttons on my coats they miftook for
filver; and thiscircumftance afforded amongft
them{elves matter for fevere altercation whe-
ther they were made of that metal or not.

I procured a room, with a padlock and
key, as fpeedily as poflible, where I ordered
our baggage to be depofited ; and recolle&-
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ing I'bad aletter for an Armenian, whd acts
as agent-for the Englifh: nation, I difpatched
a meflenger, hoping, from this intredit@ion,
to fare fomething better than what prefent
appearanees befpoke.  We were now ferved
with coffee, the beft thing to. be had at thefe
places, when a man, venerable in appearance;
approached us with tauch: civility, requeft-
ing us to make ufe of his apartments. ~ We
accepted his invitation;, and found the room
much more comfortable than our own. It
was clean, and fpread’ with: carpets; on the
wall hung his arms, in perfeét order.. He
was, like ourfelves, a traveller, and his coun-
tenance befpoke more of the milk of human
kindnefs than is ufually met with in. thofe
regions. He talked of jeining our party, if
we would wait for one day; gave us his pipe,
and feemed to take fome concern in our fate.
Our bufinefs requiring difpatch, we declined
remaining longer in fuch an unfavourable
place, dnd determined to proceed in the
moring. By this time a meffenger arrived
to conduct us to the houfe of the Armenian.
My fervant was left in charge of our
things, and after taking leave of our good
old friend, and requefting him to join
us in the morning, we quitted the detcftable
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earavanferai, and arrived in Pﬂ*lf an houy at

the houfe of our inviter. 1
The city of Antioch, oné¢e fo famous, owed
its origin to the difmemberment of the empite
of Alexander. 'When the death of that prince
had terminated his glory, there was nofucceflor
of equal enterprize or magnanimity to oc-
cupy his throne. The leading captains of
his army determined to feize on, and to” di-
vide amongft themfelves, the empire of the
world, which he hadl acquired by military
{kill and unexampled perfeverance. The
kingdom of Syria was at this time governed
by Seleucas Nicator, who eafily affumed the
government, and laid the foundation of the
Syro-Macedonian Empire. 1t was an ‘ob-
ject of the firft importance to Seleucas to
Hiave a capital proportioned to the' magnitude
of his newly-acquired kingdom ; and he
fixed on a fpot on the right bank of the
viver Orontes, eighteen miles from the Me-
~ diterrancan Sea, where he built the city of
Arttioch, ‘and adorned it with all the beaity
and elegance of Grecian architeéture. The
refinements of luxury were, in thofe days,
carricd to an enormous height ; and in pars
riculay, the orgies of Venus were, in a cli-
N g3 mate
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mate congenial to the foft defires of love,
held in the higheft eftimation. The groves
of Daphne were famous for being the afy-
lum of Nicator, and the feat of voluptuous
enjoyment. In after-times this feat of plea-
fure and effeminacy was prohibited to the
Roman foldiers, left it thould enervate and
feduce them from their duty. Daphne was
five miles diftant from Antioch, and within
the labyrinth of its fhadowy bowers, it con-
tained a temple facred to Apollo and Diana,
but at this moment not a veftige is to be dif-
covered. War, the fcourge of humanity,
and famine and earthquakes have frequently
defolated this delightful city, Formerly it
had a port of confiderable importance on the
north bank of the Orontes, and on the thores
of the Levant; but the harbour is choaked
up, and there is not a fingle inhabitant re-
mains. The fun of Antioch is fet. The pre-
fent city is a miferable place, extending four
hundred yards from the fide of the river to
the bottom of a mountain, on the fummit of
which, and round the town, the Crufaders,
during their being in pofleflion of Syria,
built a ftrong wall, Nothing remains of
its apcient grandeur befides fome ftupendous
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caufeways and mafly gateways of hewn
ftone. The ftreets are fhockingly dirty,
narrow, and the houfes mean and low, and
it is only reforted to by the caravans of
Aleppo, Latakea, and Scandaroon. The
direét road from Aleppo to thefe ports is in
the poffeflion of the Curds, which obliges the
merchants to go feveral miles out of their way
by taking Antioch in their route. It is al-
lowed on all hands that the river Orontes
might be made navigable for boats of a large
conftruction : the ftream is rapid, but they
could be towed up againft it, and from this
circumftance it might become a place of trade
and confequence.  But we muft notlook for
energy amongft the Turks ; and the Syrians
never pofleffed it. Before this can be ac-
complifhed, the kingdom of Syria muft pafs
into the hands of fome new conqueror,
who will give birth to enterprife and in-
duftry. The bridge over the Orontes is
low and inelegast, confifting of five arches.
According to the tradition, St. Paul was
baptized in this river. Whether this be the
cafe or not, a diflike to Chriftians is ftrongly
implanted in the inhabitants of this city ; and
it was the only place where we fuffered any

N 4 indignity,
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indignity, or even the fmalleft appearance of
incivility.

In proceeding to the caravanferai we had
the mortification to be fpit at; with the ap-
pellation of < Chriftian dogs 1” Mrs. Tay-
for was feized by the arm, and attempted to
be pulled from her horfe with a degree of
brutal violence: one of the fervants luckily
held her faft, but her arm bore evident tefti-
mony of the rude manner in which the men
made the attempt. My Italian fervant was
feized by the coat, buta fpirited ftroke from
his horfewhip made the fellow quit his hold.
The Black was more roughly treated, and he
had the imprudence to prefent his piftol at
one of the moft daring. I feverely repre-
hended him for his folly, confidering the
brutality of the people, and their diflike to
Chriftians ; if any accident had happened, it
would have moft undoubtedly proved fatal
to the whole party. In turning the corner
of a flreet, a young fellow attempted to
fnatch away my whip; neither did he relin-
quith it till after fome ftruggle between us!
-I have given fome features of the inhabitants
of Antioch, and what a traveller may expect,
I would advife avoiding the town, and rather

to
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to feek any {helter than fo inhofpitable a place.
A tent wonld have beén a thoufand times
preferable, but this we had not. Another
thing that perhaps made againft us, was the
European drefs: it would be therefore better
to appear & la Turque as foon as pofiible after
your arrival in Syria.

The Armenian received us politely in his
hall of audience, and welcomed us to his
houfe. He was in company with two or
three more of his religion, fmoking the
Turkifh pipe, with a bottle of annifeed-wa-
ter before him, from which he and his
friends made frequent libations. Being feated
on a carpet in the Eaftern ftyle, he ordered
our baggage to his houfe, and a repaft to be
prepared. After having aflifted us in fettling
with the guide for the hire of our horfes,
he very civilly requefted we would refrefh
ourfelves for a day or two with him; this
we declined, and requefted his interference
to procure us cattle in the morning at an
carly hour : orders were accordingly given,
with every promife of affiftance on his part.

At feven o'clock fupper was announced :
it confifted of feveral dithes, compofed chicfly
of fith dreffed in different ways, according

to
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to the mode of the country: they were
placed on a large filver waiter, raifed about
a foot from the carpet, on which the com-
pany fat in a circular manner. OQur party
confifted of our hoft, the old Armenian, his
fon, onc of his friends, and ourfelves: Abun-
dance of bread was thrown at the feet of the
guefts; but there was neither knife, fork, nor
fpoon.  Our entertainer helped the company
liberally with his right hand, which he had
previoufly wathed for the purpofe. The
mode in which this repaft was conducted
appeared to us truly laughable. The hearty
way our friend dived his hand, with the
fleeve of his gown tucked up to his_elbow,
- into a large difh, and transferred it with
fome wviolence to our plates, and this too
without afking or waiting ' our confent,
farmed a ftriking contraft to the delicacy of
European manners.  Notwithftanding this
feeming want | of cleanlinefs, great regard
was paid to ablution. Water from a filver
ewer and clean towels were ferved the com-
pany both before and after fupper. Our
drink confifted of thick wine of the country,
fomething refembling bad Madeira before it
is made fine by the ufual eperation. The

annifeed-
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annifeed-water was by no means forgotten ;
and upon the whole we made a very tole-
rable meal. - Supper being ended, the com-
pany retired ‘to the oppofite corn of the
room, where pipes were prepared. Aftera
fhort time {pent in this way, we were vifited
by an itinerant Italian phyfician, dreffed in 2
moft whimfical manner; he wore a very
formal wig, with a cocked hat, large whif-
kers, a red filk Turkifh gown, under which
appeared fome other clothes, partly Euro-
pean, and partly Turkith. He was ex-
tremely inquifitive for news, particularly of
the war between the Emperorand the Turks.
He affured me, that all Syria would rejoice at
the fuccefs of the former, as it yielded the
inhabitants a faint profpeét of better mafters
and better times. This poor man feemed
fenfibly affeCted at the miferies of the Sy-
rians, of whom he fpoke handfomely, and
added, that their poverty prevented the ef-
fets of their generofity towards him. He
as extremely defirous to return to ltaly;
but, alas ! like many others, he had outlived
his friends, and was now doomed to roam
through the plains of Syria; in order to
pick up a miferable pittance by his fkill in
kT : curing
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curing the diforders incident to thefe inhofe
pitable climes. -He appeared to be refpected
by eur hoft, though I afterwards underftood,
that, like a number of vagrantsand wanderers
of his country, fome faux-pas of his youth
was more than an objection againft vifiting
his native land. = To the honour of the Eng-
lifh nation, adventurers of doubtful hiftory
from foreign countries are every wheré to be
~ met with inall parts of the Tutkifh Empire,
whilft we rarely find an Englifhman, who,
like them, are grovelling in a country of
flaves, expofed to fcom, and liable to every
infult degrading to the human mind.
* The phyfician having taken leave, with
many compliments and withes for our fuc-
cefs, chairs were placed in the area of the
building, which, like all the Eaftern houfes
of confequence, was furrounded by 4 high
wall, fecured with a ftrong gate. - Here the
{moking was/continued, and we were joined
by an Armenian, who appeared as: the droll
or merry-andrew of the family. He difs
played numberlefs antick geftures, and pof-
fibly: expreffed ‘many. witty fayings, if I
may judge from the immoderate mirth of
the fpectators; for the language I did not un.
: derftand.
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derftand.  This amufement continued ¢l
ten” o’clock; when beds or mattreffes were
ipread oni the carpet of the hall, with com-
fortable pillows, and we laid eurfclves down
to reft. '

The variety. of this day would have afforded
ample compenfation for its fatigues, could
the unpleafant fenfation that remained on our
minds, arifing from the conductof the people:
of Antioch, have been effaced.  Snug within
our caftle, for fuch is the houfe of every
man in this country, we rejoiced in being no
longdr fubje to thofe infults and imperti-
nences to which, remaining at the caravan-
ferai, undoubtedly would have fubjected us ;
and we were happyito think that the moming’s
fun would convey us from a place we had
fo much reafon to deteft.

Early the next day coffee was ferved by a
very pretty Armenian: girl, daughter-in-law
to our hoft,- She was fair, and feemed by
her little attentions defirous to pleafe; her
fine black hair hung dowa her back in a
hyndred {mall plaits, whilft her forehead and’
breaft were-adorned with chequins eonne&ed
together by a flring.  Her drefs confifted of

the



( 190 )

the Turkith drawers, and a long robe, whiich
from her neck reached to her heels, made of a
kind of filk and cotton ftuff, intermixed with
flowersof gold. She wore no covering on her
head, and, unlike thofe of her fect in India, no
handkerchief to cover her mouth. On her
feet the had 2 pair of Turkith flippers, which
the pulled off as the approached the company
of the men. She did not eat or even fit
down to table with her hufband ; but what
was to me {till more aftonithing, was, to per-
ceive this feemingly delicate woman folacing
herfelf in the moming with a plentiful cup
of annifeed-water. My fair countrywo-
men will, no doubt, condemn the flavery in
which the Eaftern ladies are maintained, and
pleafingly refle&t on the difference of their
fituation, which at once ftamps them the
companion of man, formed to be the partner
of his cares, a relief to his woes, and the
fupport and comfort of his old age. Conti-
nue then by your condué to deferve that ad-
miration fo defervedly your due, and to fup-
port that character which places you fo dif-
t;nguifhedl}r above all your fex. whether in’
the ‘foreign Courts of Europe, the fequef-

; tered
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tered apartments of Eaftem monarchs, or the
more humble walks of middlmg life, where-
ever it is found.

Our guide, who requefted to accompany
us to Aleppo, appeared at half paft fix
o'clock with the fame number of horfes as
before, for which the bargain was fettled at
ﬁft}' piaftres ; the baggage was loaded and
every thing in readinefs a little after feven

o'clock. Our hoft advifed us to walk to
the outlkirts of the town, in order to avoid
‘the like infults we' had before met with
amongft the Turks., Near to the tomb
- of the Prophet, and in Paleftine, where
Chriftians feldom refort, they are interdicted
from appearing on horfeback, or from wear-
ing green, the favourite colour of Mahomet ;
but in commercial cities riding on horleback
is generally permitted. This recommenda-
tion we moft willingly complied with, but,
after all, we did not entircly efcape the ma-
Tice of the people ; the boys, as we paffed the
ftreets, called us by the vileft epithets, nor
could the protection or interpofition of the
Armenian agent who accompanied us prevent
it. Itwas not till eight o’clock that we took
leave
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leave of our condu@or, and mounted our
horfes to proceed on our journey. |

The city of Antioch at diffferent times
fuffered feverely from the rage of, bigotry
and fuperftition, infeparably attached to the
zealots of the 12th and 13th centuries, when
the {pirit of enthufiafm, roufed by defigning
priefts, induced the powers of Europe to at-
tempt the reduction of Syria and the Holy
Land. The remembrance of the hardfhips
and cruelties impofed at this period have
been handed dewn from father to fon, from
generation to generation, and this deep-rooted
unalterable prejudice has

“ Grown with their growth,
* And ftrenghtened with their ftrength,”

At this day its effects are vifible. Nothing
but a free intercourfe with European nati-
ons can wear out the venom of deteftation in
which they hold us; little addicted to trade,
proud, revengeful, and villanous to noto-
riety, there is Iittl;.: chance of alteration whilft
the government remains in the hands of the
Turks, and where fuch latitude is given to
plunder and depredation, ;

After
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After fome time, pafling along the remains
of an old caufeway, we quitted the ancient
boundaries of Antioch, through a mafly gate-
way, built of hewn {tone, {till pretty entire,
and with the Lake on our left, began to move
along the foot of fome rifing ground which
lay on our right hand.

Adieu to Antioch, the former refidence of

monarchs, on whofe nod depended the fate
of millions : the feat of learning and po-
Jlitenefs, famous from the firft ages of the
Chriftian zra for the licentious fpirit of its
inhabitants, the effeminacy of their manners,
their guilt and turbulence,

The Syrians of the capital, naturally
indolent and diffolute, were enervated with
excefs of pleafure, and whilft they tafted
the delicious poifon, their minds were
ftrongly tinctured with the {pirit of fedition,
Ever diffatisfied with their fituation, fre-
quently has the rod of chaftifement been pre-
pared for the people of Antioch, and the juft
wrath of the Emperor Theodofius had doom-
ed the city to be degraded from the capital to
a fubordinate village, deprived of its reve-
nues and its privileges, had not the more
temperate meafures of Hellibutus and Cefa-

Vor. I. O rius
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rius prevailed on the Emperor to grant a free
and a general pardon.

Whilft [ traced the ancient boundary of the
city, flill marked by a ftrong wall, winding
to the top of a high and rocky mountain, I
could not omit to bewail the fatal end of all
human grandeur, and the fad reverfe of pomp,
pride, and oftentation.  Antioch, the gayeft
city of the carth, the birth-place of the fo-
phift Libanius, the refidence of Julian and of
Empire, now dwindled to an inconfiderable .
town, inhabited by an illiberal fet of men,
whofe unlettered and barbarous minds tri-
umph over the {pirit of learning and genius.
The eloquence of St. John was here unrival-
led, and Antioch has produced the ableft and
beft writers of the firft ages of Chriftianity.

As we continued to afcend the rifing
ground above Antioch, we were met by a
party of Turkifh cavalry, proceeding againtt
the rebel Pacha of Payas. This detachment
appeared well clothed and armed, and to-
lerably mounted.  They were led by an offi-
cer, who came gently along fmoking his
pipe on horfeback. We accofted him
in the Eaftern ftyle, which he politely re-
turned. . One of his foldiers obferving fome:

cold
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cold meat in a bafket, requefted the leg of 2
fowl, which was immediately given to him.
I always found the Turkith foldiers open
in their communications, generous in their
difpofition, and free from the vulgar and en-
thufiaftic prejudices common to their religion.
Our travelling companions, the Janizaries,
already taken notice of, daily invited us to
partake of their bread and fruit. In return,
our wine and meat was to them a grateful
prefent, and I found hofpitality, good hu-
mour, and complacency, blended in men
trained to the profeffion of arms, and inha-
biting a country where the mild manners
of cultivated fociety had been exchanged for
the ferocious bigotry of fanatic Mahomedans -
and the Scythian manners of the predatory
Turcoman.

Riding flowly on in front of our little ca-
ravan, my mind infenfibly reverted to the
former flourithing ftate of Syria. I fancicd
delightful fituations, once the abode of great-
nefs and power, and figured on either hand
palaces and temples, groves and fountains.
I was at once tranfported from a neglected
country to the faireft province of the Eaftern

hemifphere. My reverie was interrupted by
L Org _ the
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the appearance of a rapid ftream, where it
was necéflary to halt for the caravan. On
the oppofite fide ftood a fmall village, - inha-
bited by people whofe decent occupation was
to cultivate the ground, and whofe fimple
manners imprefled the idea of primitive ages,
yet were they not without their afflictions.
The hardy Turcomans frequently occupied
the banks of the river and plundered the
Aleppo caravans, whilft they obliged the
neighbouring villages to fupply themfelves
and their horfes with whatever they ftood in
need.

The country had as yet afforded but little
appearance of cultivation: here and there
the hufbandman attended his plough, whilit
large herds of fheep and cattle roamed over
a grateful and luxuriant {oil, capable of pro-
ducing every thing that nature could require
or even delicacy demand.

On the arrival of our party, T was happy
to recognife the benign countenance of our
venerable friend who fo cordially reccived
us at Antioch. He was mounted ona {trong
little horfe, and was atrended by a fervant, who
onanother rode behind him, On his fervant’s
back was flung his mafter’s carbine, ‘and he

carried
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carried in his hand a Turkifh fcymeter:
the old man had his girdle provided with a
handfome piftol ; at his wrift hung a trufty
fword, the companion of his youth, and now
the pride of hisold age. In a barbarous and
ill-regulated country it is neceffary for men
to arm and colle@ againft the depredator and
affaflin, and we now found our caravan con-
fiderably augmented fince our quitting the fea
coaft, The principle of felf-defence is im-
planted not only in the human but in the
animal creation ; inftiné fupplics the want
of reafon in the brutes, and teaches them to
look -for fafety either in their courage, their
cunning, the fwiftnefs of their foot, or in a
colleted body. The great Author of our
being has wifely allotted to all his creation
whatever is moft aptly fuited to the temper,
or beft adapted to the welfare of his crea-
tures : whether the haughty and imperious
man, who boldly affumes the fuperiority of
the world, or the creeping infect, whofe

tranfitory exiftence endureth but a few days.
Tranfported to the oppofite fide of the
river in an aukward boat, my aged friend and
I flowly approached a delightful country,
which prefented itfelf at the diftance of a
03 few
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few miles; the fields had been recently co-
vered with grain, whilit the olive tree afforded
a plentiful harveft: the cotton-bufh appeared
in. high vigour and great abundance. To
me this fpot was, of all I had yet feen or
afterwards faw, the paradife of Syria: in-
duftry appeared evidently the caufe of fo
much regularity, and of the beauty difplayed
oni.the face of the country, - The quantity of
game which we obferved, particularly par-
tridges, befpoke the labour: of the hufband-
man : abundance feemed to reward the pea-
fant for his tail, and pature appeared arrayed
in {miles. A drizzling rmin accompanied us
to Salkend, the principal village of the dif-
trict, whither -our guide had galloped on to
provide lodgings for the night. -
The unhappy flate of the country, and the
{Hill more wretched ftate of Turkith policy,
obliges the Syrians to live together in confi-
derable numbers, and to choofé fituations in-
aceeflible to cavalry; in order to prevent as
much as poffible the incurfions of the Curds,
who make: frequent vifits to the plains of

Syria, :
On our approaching the village, our atten-
tion was attracked by the appearance of many
. well-
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well-cultivated gardens: Plenty appeared to
have fixed her ubode in this fpot, and I for
a moment forgot that I was in the land of
tyranny and opprefiion.

Afcending the height on which the village
ftood, we were met by our guide, who con-
ducted us to a houfe he had provided for our
reception,

The upper part was ﬂ]]ﬂtttd for our refi-
dence: it confifted of a long hall with a fire-
_ place at one end ; it had recently ferved as
the granary of the family. Being cleaned
out, and mats {pread, a good fire was pre-
pared to dry. our clothes, and orders given
for a plentiful meal. It was now three
o’clock, and we had tafted little fince our
leaving Antioch.

We were vifited by the family, which con-
fifted of an old man and his wife, their fon
and daughter-in-law, an aged grand-mother,
and feveral young children.

It has often been remarked, that the foft
effeminacy of the Syrians difpofed them to a
free indulgence of a paffion fo happily de-
fcribed as the moft amiable weaknefs of hu-
man nature: born in a delightful climate and
a prolific foil, which without the aid of labo-

04 rious
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rious ﬁ:rv@tudc gratified the wifhes and fup-
plied the wants of the inhabitants, it is no
wonder that the Syrians incline their thoughts
to love: their extreme levity was deferibed
in lively colours by many with whom I con-
verfed, and [ trufl that the caution with
which I received the information, and my
own want of credulity, will, in adding my
teftimony, be fufficient to engage the confi-
dence of my readers when I fpeak of the
Syrians as they are:

=
“ Nothing extenuate, or fet down avght in malice.”

It is hardly to be believed that in a coun-
try which has any pretenfions to the man-
ners and cuftoms of the prefent age, or even
to the feelings of mankind, that the natives
would readily connive or even confent to
give up their wives and daughters to the em-
braces of a flranger; and I {hould be forry
of myfelf to ftamp difgrace, or to affix a
charaéter on a people, were it not eftablithed
from my own knowledge, and confirmed by
the moft unequivocal authorities *, In this

® Vide Campbell’s Journey over-land, page 175,
part 1t And Plaifled, who travelled in 174>, mentions
the fame thing,

fack
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g
faét all travellers agree, both in the prefent
day, as well as thofe of former times.
But indeed this circumftance is not confined
folely to the Syrians: it is the practice
amongft different Indian tribes, and alfo in
Lapland, where it is faid, that, to mend the
breed, for the Laplanders are extremely ugly,
the hufband makes an offer of his wife to a
handfome ftranger.

The extreme affability of the o]d ladies,
whofe falacious complexions were but badly
fupported by their age, difgufting red hair,
and their indecent freedoms, was to me
a matter of furprife. At fupper we were
joined by the children and wife of the young
man: fhe was handfome and engaging,
and it was not paradoxical that my compa-
nion was rather ftruck with her appearance.
Our attention to her children, to whom we
gave fome different European coins, might
poflibly have excited her avarice : be that as
it will, fhe enjoyed the banquet till it was
time to retire to reft.

We had been abundantly fupplied with
cggs, milk, fowl, and kid, which, without
our wine, afforded a tolerable repaft. The
bath was now prepared, and my companion

retired

Ty
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retired to the greatet luxury in the Eaftern
world.  The bath in this village is far fu-
perior to the confequence of the place, and
befpeaks better times, My friend’s ablutions
continued till after midnight, when he retired
to prepare for the fatigues of the enfuing day,
We enjoyed tolerable repofe till five
o’clock the next moming, when it was time
to arrange and to prepare ourfelves for the
Journey.  As I have already mentioned, the
expencé of lodging is a piaftre for each per-
* fon, to which we added a fmall prefent for
the neceffaries the family had afforded us,
The poor people were highly pleafed, and I
belicve had reafon to regret our departure,
At half paft feven we mounted our horfes;
feveral of the villagers came out of their
houfes to have a fight of Europeans in the
drefs of their country : they particularly ad-
mired our Englith fire-arms, and it is not
here improper to remark, that the natives
are troublefome to a great degree in handling
every thing of this nature; the loweft of
them will, without ceremony, attempt to
take from your girdle your piftol, fpy-glafs,
or whatever may attract his notice. In this
curiofity they no doubt ﬂlculd be checked.
I have



( 203 )

I have been told of fome of thefe fellows
making no feruple of taking advantage which
poflefiion gave them, and running off with
the prize. There is a different conduct to
be oblerved to the better kind of people, who
will politely afk, and who fhould not be re-
fufed.

In all nations there is a wide diftinc-
tion in point of manners between the inha-
bitants of towns and thofe of the country,
and in none more than in Syria.

The farmers and peafants are mild, cour-
teous, and primitive in their manners, affa-
ble to ftrangers, and difpofed to oblige;
whilit thofe who have a more familiar ac-
quaintance with the world from inhabiting
large towns and attending caravans are proud,
prefumptuous, infolent, and licentious : and
I fhould advife all travellers to avoid any ap-
pearance of freedom or intimacy with peo-
ple of this defeription. ~ The leaft familiarity
admits their taking liberties, which only
ferve to chagrin and difguft you with the
journey.

We commenced this day’s march by al-
cending a hilly road which continued for
{everal miles, and terminated in the bofom

of
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of fome rugeed mountains, where we could
percetve fome figns of cultivation; prefently
the report of a piftol was heard, and at the
fame time our caravan was ordered to halt
this detention proceeded from a poft efta-
blithed here. It is in fact a cuftom-houfe,
where a toll is paid on all merchandize and
by all paffengers, at the rate of fo much on
cach Joad, whether it be that of a camel,
horfe, or afs. Here the territory of another
Pacha commences, and who impofes this
tax as a fund for protecting the traveller and
his property from the depredations of free-
booters; but I am forry to fay it is more a
pretext to obtain money, than with a view
to the protection of trade.

The fum exaéted from us for ourfelves
and baggage amounted to two chequins.
I underftood from our guide that much more
had been demanded, and it was not without
fome contention that we were permitted to
depart fo eafily. ‘The cafe cannot be other-
wife where fo much room is left for extor-
tion and fraud, and where tyranny and op-
preffion are fubftituted for regularity and
good order,

The mountain we had now to afcend ap-

peared
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peared rugged and uneven, and it was with
fome difficulty that our horfes kept their
footing, the guides being in many places
under the neceffity of leading them by the
bridle. Having got to the bottom, we tra-
verfed a barren plain, and entering a defile,
were conducted to a delightful and well-cul-
tivated fpot. It feemed encompafled as far
as the eye could reach by little hills, and ap-
peared fequeftered and retired from the un-
cultivated wafte which we had paffed. The
inhabitants were very bufily employed in til-
ling the graund:. the foil was the richeft I
ever faw, and mouldered in the fame way as
the fineft garden ground in Europe. At the
further end of the valley we paffed through
the little village of Arminaz, furrounded
with neat ficlds and gardens, abounding with
fig and other fruit trees: this pleafing prof-
pect continued but a thort time. Tt was now
a little paft one o’clock, and the warmeft
day we had experienced in Syria, when we
again immerfed into another inhofpitable
and defolate track. The hand of oppreflion
had here ufurped its obdurate reign; the for-
faken villages befpoke the tyranny of the
government, and fuch was the ftate of uni-

verfal
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verfal decay on many of them, that it aps.
peared as if the inhabitants with one con-
fent and on one day had agreed to leave a
dwelling they could no longer poffefs with
eafe or fafety, to quit the monuments of
their fathers, and to feek new habitations
in more diftant climes, where they could
enjoy undifturbied the fcanty pittance denied
them by the wretched policy and unjuft ex-
tortion of the unfecling Turks. As far as
the fight could ferve, not a human creature
was to be feen; a continued plain only
bounded by the horizon and the difmal prof-
pect of the feattered and deferted villages,
-afforded to the mind but few agreeable or
lively images. Moving quickly on to quit
the dreary and uncomfortable fcene, we
overtook a fmall caravan guared by fome
Tuskith  foldiers. Thofe merry fellows
feemed defirous to pleafe us, and to fhew
their dexterity, fhot feveral fmall birds with
fingle ball, at the -diftance of feventy or
cighty yards. Thefe they prefented to us,
and willingly and thankfully received a few |
parabs in return: they were armed with
match-locks, but clothed in no regular or
uniform manner.

Mark
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Mark Maffereen now prefented itfelf as
the firft inhabited village we had for a long
time feen. At three P. M. we entered this
place, where it was intended we thould re-
freth ourfelves for fome hours. We were
conduéted to a tolerable good houfe, and re-
ceived by a decent man both in appearance
and deportment : he was at’great pains to
make our lodgings clean and agreeable. The
apartment allotted us confifted of a long hall,
on the ficor of which plenty of new mats
and fome Turkey carpets were fpread: a
wood fire was lighted in the corner, and
preparations made for a good dinner. In
the interim, our friends, the Turkifh foldiers,
“who occupied the adjoining room, invited
us to partake of an exceeding fine water
melon; being feated in a circular form
on the carpet, the melon was produced and
equally divided by the affiftance of a fcyme-
ter, which ferved inftead of a knife. Wein
return regaled thofe poor fellows witha cou-
ple of bottles of indifferent claret, with
which they retired contentedly to fleep till
after fun-fet, when they intended to make
their principal and indeed only meal. The
mutual civilities interchanged by thefe peo-

ple
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ple and us was particularly pleafing; they
were in point of appearance in theif drefs,
their horfes, and arms, of fuperior rank to
that of a commion Janizary, and their whole
manner befpoke more refinement than could
poflibly be expeéted from an illiterate fol-
dier.  We could readily rely on their fup-
port, and it added much to our fecurity and
comfort in travelling, having the company
of people fo well inclined towards us as they
on every occafion appeared to be.

We were given to underftand the caravan
we met would fet out at eleven o’clock at
night; it was therefore neceflary to make the
moft of our time. This being the laft ftage
to Aleppo, is particularly dangerous, and is
generally performed in the night, to prevent ,
an attack. The Turcoman retires in the even-
ing to his fequeftered camp hid in fome ob-
fcure valley, where he may pafs the night in
fafety with his family, to whofe care it has
been entrufted during his abfence, and it s
a known fact that thefe encampments have
been gallantly defended againft the Pacha’s
troops, by the valour of the women only.
It cannot be contradicted that the female
breaft is capable of the greateft ads of he-

roifin
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roifm and bravery. The exiftence of Ama-
zons has been equally doubted and afferted
by writers of antiquity : and even in more
modern times the veracity of Columbus, the
difcoverer of America, has been called in
queftion, when he affirms, that in the ifland
of Guadaloupe he found a-nation of female
warriors, who obftinately and refolutely de-
fended themfelves againft the embraces and
the horrible propenfitics of the canhibal
Caribbs, and who only, at ftated periods,
allowed and fought intercoufes with men.
We have, in our time, been witnefles of fin-
gular acts of determination and courage in
“women, of which the French revelution is a
lively and ftriking example. Forgetful of
the delicacy of their fex, they aflumed the
habits of man: they worked the artillery,
and charged at the head of the cavalry, while
others fought on foot, under the bellies of
the Auftrian horfes, fearlefs either of the
fabre or of being trodden to death. Where-
ever the faculties of the mind are moft zea-
Ioufly and forcibly interefted, in revolutions,
confpiracy, or love, in all thefe cafes forti-
tude is to be found in the female fex, equal,
Vor. L P if
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if not fuperior, to what is difcoverable in
man. Amongft others may be inftanced
the two fifters who fought in the battle of
Gemmappe, in the capacity of aides-de-camp-
to General Dumourier. Thofe female war-
riors were {trongly recommended by that
General to the Prefident of the National
Convention, and to the Minifter of War, for
their heroifm and bravery, The Commif-
fioners to the Army of the North report them
in the following words :—** Above all, we
« muft inform the Aflembly, that we faw in
** the camp two fifters, Mifs Felialas and
¢ Mifs Theophila Fernic, who had dif-
¢ rnguithed themfelves in feveral fkir-
* mithes, and had actions with the enemy ;
*¢ and who, in addition to a ‘manly courage,
¢ difplayed, in-an eminent degree, the moft
¢ amiable virtues of their own fex—mild-
““ nefs, fweetnefs of difpofition, and mo-
*“ defty.” I am afraid fo much cannot be
faid for all the ladies who devote themfelves
to a camp life, and who partake voluntarily

in the hardfhips of war.
Strange it is that thefe daring free-booters
thould be permitted to infeft the vicinity of
a city
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a city like Aleppo, and to approach within
half a mile of the walls which enclofe above
fixty thoufand inhabitants, including a regu-
lar military force.

After dinner Mr. Blackader and myfelf
took a walk in the town. Not yet having
quitted the European drefs, we were regarded
very attentively by the people of the place.
Their impertinent curiofity became almoft
infupportable, and we were glad to retire,
without being much benefited by our excur-
fion, to enjoy a few hours repofe previous to
our departure.

This town is entirely open, and confifts of
3, few tolerable houfes, and about two hun-
dred very bad ones. The place contains
a pretty good hummum, and appears to be
ufed principally as a halting-place for the
caravans bound to and from Aleppo.

We were called a little paft eleven o’clock,
and' by twelve we were ready to proceed.
The morning was remarkably cold; the
moon was getting up when we commenced
our march. Mutual confidence in each
other made us regardlefs of danger, and we
proceeded on without apprehenfion or dread.
Ay Po As
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As our party advanced towards Aleppo the
weather became more unpleafant; thick and
heavy clouds obfcured the moon ; the air be-
came dampand raw, added tothe moft piercing
cold that I'had for a long time experienced,
Finding it impoffible to remain on horfe-
back, I difmounted to warm myfelf with
walking. T continued on foot at a fmart
pace till day-break, when a wild expanfe of
uncultivated and barren wafte prefented it
felf to view. The country was level, and
almoft entirely covered with fmall ftones.
The Turkifh foldiers had for the whole
night been conftant in their attentions, and
even took off their warm cloaks to thelter ws
from the cold. Towards morning a chain
of lights, moving almeft in a parallel di-
rection, attracted our notice; it proved to be
the Hadge from Mecea returning to Aleppo:
they were to the number of fome thoufands,
as we were afterwards informed.

Not a houfe nor a tree was now to be
feen.  About 2 quarter before nine the
ground appeared to fwell gently to ‘the
caft, which at laft terminated in a fmall
eminence in our front,  One of the foldiers

pointing
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pointing to the fpot, acquainted us, that
from it Aleppo was to be feen. Anxious to
get a fight of the capital of Syria, I rode
brifkly on, accompanied by our Janizaries.
How great was my aftonifhment to behold,
at the diftance of three or four miles, a mag-
“nificent city, rifing majeftically from -the
bofom of a defart. Its ancient caftle, raifed
on an artificial eminence in the centre of the
city, which it feems proudly to command,
had a wonderful effe&. Its tusrets, mina-
rets, and domes, varioufly. interfperfed with
the flat and terraced roofs of the houfes,
added to its mafly gate and elevated walls of
hewn ftone, gave it grandeur and dignity.
The fentiments of the mind at firft fight are
formed by the profpeéts which it contem-
plates. Aleppo, placed in a fruitful coun-
try, would not create the wonder and amaze-
ment with which we regard it in the midft
of its arid plains, The fame feelings that I
experienced when beholding the city of Ve-
nice from an elevation of tlm:c hundred feet,
in the mift of her ocean, now operated on
my mind, and the want of furrounding ob-
jecls afforded no comparifon to d;m:m{h fo
Pg - ﬂnklna
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ftriking a fight ; an objeét confiderably in-
creafed and heightened from its burfting
upon you at once, and where gradual ap-
proach does not prepare the mind to form
conjectures on its importance.

We reached the gates of Aleppo at eleven
o’clock, where we were met by the country
mufic, who conftantly attend to welcome the
arrival of every caravan. Near'to the gate
a fervant of the Conful’s mounted on a hand-
fome Arab horfe delivered me a letter. This
perfon had been  difpatched by him to con-
duét us to the confulary houfe, where we
arrived in half an hour. -

Mr. Devezin, who acted in the charaéter
of Conful for Great Britain, received us with
great politenefs. After fatisfying him on the
fubje& of European politics and news, he
was particularly inquifitive as to what we
had leamed regarding the fate of Captain
Fowlis, and the meafures taken by the Porte
to fupprefs the tyrannical proceedings of the
Pacha of Payas. We readily undertook to
give him our information by the following
letter, which he forwarded to Sir Robert
Ainflie :—

‘“ MICHAEL
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4 MICHAEL DEVEZIN, ESQ.
4« Conful to His Britannic Majefty, Aleppo.

‘ sIR,

4 Having called upon us for information
refpecting the proeeedings now carrying on-
againft the Pacha of Payas, we will very
willingly afford you, in your public capacity,
every information that fell within our know-
jedge at Scandaroon, or during our journcy
from thence to this place.

«« On our arrival at Scandaroon, the 25th of
laft month, we were informed, that in con-
fequence of reprefentations made by you to
Sir Robert Ainflie, and by him to the Otto-
man Porte, on account of the capture and
detention of Captain Fowlis, as well as the
Pacha’s recent conduct to the pilgrims, or-
ders had been lately fent to a neighbouring
Pacha to colleit the force of the country,
and immediately to attack the Pacha of
Payas, to feize him and his adherents, and
to fend him prifoner to Conftantinople. In
confequence of thefe orders, his town was
invefted by an army of fifteen thoufand men,
between whom and the Pacha’s people fe-

veral fkirmifhes had taken place. We ob-
P 4 ferved
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ferved the fignals from' the camp, and met
with feveral detachments proceeding to join
the army. Ina few days after our leaving
Seandaroon a vigorous attack was expected ;
and from the pofitive orders of the Porte,
there is every reafon to hope that the Pacha
of Payas will be foon fecured, at leaft if the
large force oppofed to him perform their
duty. Not many days previous to our arri-
val, the Pacha ftopped and plundered a cara-
van of three hundred pilgrims; and it is faid,
that he has erected four poles in the front of
his houfe, in order to hang certain principal
men he expeéled foon to have in his poflef-
fion.

“ We were forry to learn that Captain
Fowlis and his people attempted an efcape,
which might, in fome degree, have exafpe-
rated the Pacha, and impeded his enlarge-
ment.  In this attempt he was fired upon by
the fentry, and retaken. We can add no-
thing farther on this unpleafant fubject ; but
beg to remain,

““SI1R,
** Your moft obedient humble fervants,
(Signed) *“ joun Tavrog.

ALsrro, ‘“ ADAM BLACKADER.”
6th Dec. 1789,
We
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" We continued at Aleppo from the 4th of
December to the 15th, all this time being
{pent in procuring a guard, and preparing to
crofs the Defart.  We lived with the Conful,
and as foon as poffible appeared abroad in
the Turkifh habit, The weather was very
cold, and we were glad to be wrapt in fur
from head to foot. We vifited and were vi-
fited by the French Conful, and moft of the
European inhabitants, and on the whole had
1o reafon to be diffatisfied with either the ci-
vility, fociality, or mode of living at Aleppo.
I attended the baths, and enjoyed much be-
nefit and gratification from this clean and
falutary cuftom. They are large and clegant,
and reforted to by all ranks of people.
_ Thecity of Aleppo, or Haleb, as it is now
called by the Turks, was the Berza of the
ancients, and fituated in latitude 35. 45
23. N. and longitude 37.20. E. The mag-
nificence of Aleppo, as you approach it from
the Defart, ftrikes the traveller with aftonifhe
ment ; but on entering the gates you find
the ftreets narrow, dark, and dirty. The
mofques and principal houfes are built of a
kind of marble; they are fuperb, and for
ftrength and durability they are equal, if not
: fuperior,
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fuperior, to any buildings in the emipire of
the Turks. The baths are particularly de-
ferving our attention ; for elegance and ac-
commodation they are not outdene by any
i the world. The caffle too, which rifes
from the centre of the city, and affumes a
pre-eminence over the furrounding  build-
ings, claims our notice, Although a place
of neither fecurity nor defence, being much
gone to decay, it neverthelefs gives an air
of great noblenefs and grandeur to Aleppo.
The inhabitants have been varioufly com-
puted ; but in the countries which are inha-
bited by the Turks and Arabs, all calculation
15 fallacious. The plague, war, or famine,
alternately depopulate the richeft and beft jn-
habited places. Aleppo has been faid to con-
fain 240,000, people, but at this moment I
do not imagine that. 70,000 are to be found ;
of thefe 8coomay be Chriftians and 3000]Jews.
The young men of Aleppoare ftrongand well
built, and the women, when young, are re-
markably handfome.thnugh rather too much
on the en bon point, efpecially their necks,
which in fome young women are of a pro-
digious fize. They are in general disfigured
by the difeafe of Aleppo, which is an ende-

miak
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mial diforder of this place only. It comes
like a fmall pimple, and its approach is dif-
covered by a fharp itching. It increafes
and inflames confiderably, till it becomes an
ulcer the fize of half a crown. The diforder
lafts twelve months, and moftly fixes on the
hands and face, where it leaves a deep brown
mark, which through life is never effaced.
Strangers are fubject to this complaint, and
few efcape it, provided they make any flay
at Aleppo. It is faid to originate in the bad
qualities of the water, in the fame manneras
we afcribe the worm in the leg in India toa
fimilar caufe, and alfo the fwelled leg of
Cochin #. 'The inhabitants of this city are
refpectable, and decent in their manners, and,
more civil to Europeans thanany city or town
fubjec to the Turks, This refinement princi-
pally arifes out of the fpirit of commerce, and
the intercourfe with other countries, particu-
larly with India. The inhabitants of Buffora
and Aleppo, who have more frequent opportu-
nities for obfervation, and more immediate

* Almoft every third perfon that you meet in the
fireets of Cochin have their legs and fest fivelled t0 2
moft immoderate fize, thought to originate from the
bad water in that neighbourhoed.

COnN-
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connection with that country, are a polithed
people in comparifon with thofe who inha-
bit the frontier towns of Turkey, or thofe of
India or Paleftine; fo much does com-
merce meliorate and improve the manners,
and even the difpofitions, of thofe nations
who feek for new fources of opulence’ and
power in the habits of perfeverance and in-
duftry. The capitation paid by the Chrif-
tians amouats to fix hundred purfes: but
this revenue muft be fubject to great fluctu-
ation, efpecially in thofe times when the
plague fweeps away fo many thoufands of
the inhabitants, This diftemper is reckoned
to vifit Aleppo every ten or rwelve years.
- The city and diftriét of Aleppo is go-
vemed by a Pacha, nominated by the Porte;
but in reality it may be called an independent
government, as little or no dependence can
be put on him. During the late war with
Ruffia, the quota of troops to be furnifhed
by Aleppo was fix thoufand men, bur jt
‘was with the greateft difficulty that the Pa.
cha could prevail on a few of that number
to fét out for the army. They did fo with
great unwillingnefs, but very foon returned,
curfing’ the Turks, and wifhing the deftruc-
- tion
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tion of their empire. The diftant depen-
dencies of Conftantinople do not feel any
part of the impulfe or of that energy which
conneéts and cements an empire: they may
be compared to the ramifications of the ba-
nyan-tree, which do not depend on the pa-
rent ftock, but take root from the branches,
and at laft may be feparated and flourith of
themfelves. In fa&, the interefts of the
Porte and thofe of the Eaftern provinces are
totally diffimilar, and one day or other this
oppnﬁtiuh will affift to accelerate her down-
fall.  The military force of the Pacha is very
inconfiderable, and they feldom go farbeyond
the walls of the city. The Arabsare entirely
independent of the Turkifh government, and
they behold it with an eye of contempt and
difregard : they allow the Turks only. the
fhadow of power, whilft the {ubftance is en-
joyed by themfelves. P Sl
The trade of the Levant has been rapidly
declining fince the difcovery of- the paffage
to India by the Cape of Good Hope ;. for-
merly there was upwards of forty Englith
merchants fettled in Aleppo: but Imuchdoubt
the prefent exiftence of two houfes of refpec-
tability of our nation at that place, In the
' }fw
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year 1790, M. Devezin, the Englith Conful,
informed me, *¢ That the Levant Company,
** on taking the fcale or commercial fituation
st of Aleppo into confideration, came to a re-
*t folution of abandoning it, as the trade
** thereof was by no means adequate to the
‘“ expence of fupporting 2 Pro-Conful and
** Factory any longer.” That gentleman
perfectly agreed that the trade could not
fuflain fo heavy an expence as the eftab-
lithment occafioned, nor that the allowance
was fuflicient for him without trade, not
cven including that paid by the Eaft-India
Company. The 11th of April, 1791, was
fixed by the Levant Company for his de-
parture : fince which time we have had no

regularly-appointed Conful at Aleppo.
When the fituation of Aleppo is confi-
dered, we are ftruck with aftenifhment atits
+ lofs of trade :—no place can be better adapted
for commerce, and, independent of every ob-
ftruction, were a regular and well-appointed
~ government eftablithed, it would again draw
to its centre a very great proportion of its
former abundance. In point of inland trade,
by caravans, it ftands unrivalled ; Armenia,
Georgia, Natolia, and the great cities of
: Diarbekir,
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Diarbekir, Bagdad and Damafcus: Perfia
and Egypt may be confidered in the range of
its commerce. The ports of Scandaroon
and Larachea on the Mediterranean open a
{peedy conveyance to the fhores of Europe;
but thofe advantages are loft in a country
where property is unprotected, and where
government have not the means to guarantee
-the fafety of either the trader or of his mer-
chandife.

“The proportion of other European fettlers
is equally fmall with thofe of ‘our own coun-
try = in fhort, the trade has dwindled into the
utmoft infignificance, and if a change does
not fpeedily take place, it muft .end in the
total deftruction not only of Aleppo, but of
every place in Arabia dependent on the Turk-
ith Empire. = The environs of Aleppo exhi-
bita picture diftrefling to the eye, and cqually
hurtful to humanity : out of forty large vil--
lages that formerly furrounded the city, not
one is left now inhabited : the ruins are to be
feen, and it will require the power of ages to
obliterate their remembrance. Thehoufes are
compofed of ftrong clay mixed with gravel,
beat together with heavy mallets: the roof

.of each apartment is feparate, and being of a
conical
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conical form, they appear like numberlefs
bee-hives of a large dimenfion. -

Aleppo is remarkable for the goodnefs of
the mutton and other viands: fith is pro-
curable from the Orontes and the Lake of
Antioch ; eels are in particular to be had in
great plenty : they are falted, and are much
caten by the natives: vegetables and fruit are
likewife abundant; among the lattér are
grapes, mulberries, figs, Piftachio nuts, pears,
plums, peaches and walnuts.. Their water
is brought from the diftance of five miles,
and is extremely good ; but the water pro-
curable in the city is bad and very brackifh.
There does not exift a doubt of the advan-
tages which might be derived from the local
and relative fituation of Aleppo. It is capa-
ble of high improvement, and even the foil
immediately in the vicinity is rich and luxu-
viant. O the weftern fide it is watered by
the little river. Coig, which, though a fimall
ftream, is never totally dried uwp. ‘The
grain principally. produced in this neghbour-
hood is wheat and barley ; the firft is indige-
nous to the foil of Syria, from whence it has

been tranfplanted into the climates of Europe,.

Nature here produces, but with us art and
induftry
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induftry improve. Let us not therefore ar-
raign the juftice of Providence; for if it
plants in one foil, we reap the fame article in
another, and the genial influence of Heaven
extends in different degrees throughout the
univerfal globe.

As I have already obferved, the firft coup
d’ceil of Aleppo is admirable. The buildings
being all of ftone, and the houfes not being
burdened with heavy clumfy roofs, gives the
whole an air of inconceivable neatnefs. The
roofs of the houfes are all flat, and terraced
with hard cement: from each houfe there
is a communication with the terrace above,
by which the inhabitants of whole ftreets
enjoy-the fociety of each other, efpecially in
the cool pleafant evenings, without the trouble
of going into the fireets, As the Chriftian
European inhabitants have a quarter allotted
to themfelves, it is particularly ferviceable to
them, efpecially during the time when the
plague and other epidemical difeafes rage in
Aleppo, They makeit aruleon thofe occafions
to fhut their gates, and never to ftir abroad,
but they enjoy fociety, air, and exercife from
the tops of their houfes. The food neceflary
for the ufe of their families is drawn up in a

Vor. I. Q_ bafket
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bafket and carefully fumigated and purified
before it is made ufe of.
We hired a caravan at Aleppo exprefsly for
-ourfelves, for which we paid befides the
outfit above 4ooo piaftres. We were al-
lowed fixteen camels for our tents, baggage,
and water, befides thofe ufed to tranf] port
ourfelves. Thenumber of our guard amount-
ed to forty Arabs well armed, with match-
locks and fcymeters, commanded by a Sheick.
We provided ourfelves with cold fowls, wine,
{pirits and potted meat, and on the Defart we
found plenty of hares, and now and then pro-
cured fheep, goats and fowls, from the little
villages we met with on the way. The moft
ufual way in which Europeans travetl in croff-
ing the Defart is on horfeback, or in the Mo-
hatfa. The Mohaffa is nothing more than
two boxes about five feet long, flung over the
back of a camel, with a canopy thrown over
to fhelter you from the fun,. which is fup3
ported by athort tent-pole, fixed on the camel’s
faddle ; by which means, a camel carries two
people. Provided with thefg and other ne-
ceflary articles, we took leave of Aleppo on
‘the afternoon of the 15th of December 1789,

and
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and marched one hour, or three miles, from
it, when we encamped for the night.

On the 16th, at eight o’clock in the morn-
ing, we quitted the neighbourhood of Aleppo,
and at five in the afternoon arrived at Shake-
Abdulla, where we found feveral wells of
water ; our road was over a barren and ftony
country : our courfe this day S.E, by S.

17th. The caravan fet off at feven A. M.
and arrived at Zebell at half paft fix. We
faw feveral parties of horfemen at a confi-
derable diftance, moving in various direc-
tions on the Defart. Courfe S.

18th. We quitted this ground at half paft
fix A. M. and at one o’clock arrived at
Zergah, (courfe S. S. E.) where we found 2
tank filled with water and furrounded with
high grafs. The water was frozen at leaft
three inches thick, and it was not until we had
broken the ice with large hammers that we
could procure water to drink. From this
tank we filled our fkins, and took as much
water as to laft us four days. Amonglt the
long grafs we difcovered a drove of wild
hogs ; after a long purfuit we were fo un-
lucky as to return without fuccefs. At three

- o'clock,
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o’clock, every thing being adjufted, we moved
on, and at fix P. M. encamped on the De-
fart. Courfe S.E.

1gth.  We marched at feven A. M. and
at half paft two came to a place named alfo
Zergah: here again we faw many wild hogs
and plenty of horfes. The Jerboa, or rat of
the Defart, is alfo very plentiful in this place:
they are extremely {hy and difficult to, be thot
from the quicknefs with which they get
under ground on perceiving the flath of a
gun. Ifaw here a Hyena, but could not
get near enough to get a thot at him. He
was extremely thy and timid. Notwithftand-
ing the dreadful accounts given of the fero-
cioufnefs of this animal, it is far from being
the cafe, and to me, who have {feen many,
they appear entirely otherwife. The coun-
try {till very barren and little vegetation,
Courfe S, E. by 8. .

goth. Marched at feven A. M. and ar-
rived at Tinyatyre at feven P. M. This
day we faw fome countrymen with affes,
cutting grafs, which made me fuppofe that
we were in the neighbourhood of 2 village,
The grafs was long and coarfe, and grew in

detached
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detached tufts in 2 Joofe fandy foil. Courfle
S. E.

a1ft, Ikft Tinyatyre at feven A, M. and
arrived at* Coma at four. Here we found
a warm fpring of water. Its temperature
was moderately hot, and it appeared to us

. much reforted to, for we faw feveral horfe-
men, and the marks of different encamp-
ments, with numberlefs foot paths crofling
the Defart in all directions. Here the Sheick
informed us, that we were not far from Tayba,

» a large town or village. During this day’s
march he pointed out to us a fmall white
building, which heacquainted us was within
a few miles of Tayba. Having met with a
defcription of this place by an old traveller,
I fhall here take the liberty of inferting it,

- asthe place is little known, and not much fre-
quented. Courfe S. E.

Captain Roberts, who crofled the Defart
abovehalfa centuryago, inaletter of histo Mr.
Plaifted, fays, he faw well-wrought capitals
of the Corinthian order, without naming the
place, which made him imagine he had meant
Palmyra; but his Arab fervant, who travelled
with him, affured him that he came the fame
track with him over the Defart ; that he vi-

Q3 : fited
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fited this place, and took a drawing of fome
parts of it with a pencil : add to this, that
Palmyra lies fixty miles S. W. of this place,
Tayba is a walled town, feated on a rifing
ground, and makes a tolerable appearance

when you come within a proper diftance.
The Englith merchants, who were here in
1691, obferved the profpe@ was helped by
a well-built fteeple, to which the Mahome-
tans had joined a mofque, fuppofed to be the
remains of a Chriftian church, becaufe it was
built with more art and beauty than is gene-
rally to be met with in Turkifh fabrics. The
people that inhabited this town feemed to be
more civilized, and of better fathion, than
they had hitherto met with in the Defart ;
but it is now defolate, and the houfes in ruins;
the gateway is arched, and very ftrong, with
marks of its having been cannonaded. Juft at
theentrance is an infeription on awall, the cha-
racters of which Capt. Roberts did not under-
ftand, though they might probably be Palmy-
- reen; for Dr. Bernard affirms, he met with fome
of that kind when he vifited this place. The
moft remarkable building which he faw was
a fquare tower, which doubtlefs was the ftee-
ple abovc-mentinncdg it is built of hewn
ftone,
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{tone, and is pretty entire, only the upper
part is out of repair: there are one hundred
and fifty-five fteps on the infide to go up to
the'top of it, and adjoining thereto are the
ruins of a chapel, but the parts' which are
left are not {ufficient to give a juft idea of its
dimenfions or architeure ; however, there is
part of a room yet ftanding, whofe dimen-
fions may be about as large as a bed-cham-
ber, and in it are two Corinthian capitals,
one of which is very badly wrought, but the
other feems to be pretty well executed, and
may probably give rife to the encomiums of
Captain Roberts. Mr. Plaifted fays, that he
fhould have been very particular in meafuring
all its members, if the Sheick, who now pre-
tended to-have a great regard for him, had not
fent toacquaint him thathe was indanger from
{fome concealed Arabs. However, he obferved
that the Triglypts, which bend backwards in
our modern capitals, and ftand upright, lay flat
in this, and leancd on one fide. The ftone or
alabafter of which it was made feemed tobe 2
very fine fort ; but the other, and three or
four fhafts or columns, were only of free-
ftone. There were two fhafts of pillars fixed
in the wall, which had the appearance of

Q4 marble,
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marble, about four feet long, and eleven
inches in diameter, but they were without
bafes and capitals ; over thefe was an arch
turned with the fame fort of bricks of which
the reft of the building is conftructed.

Two miles to the weftward of Tayba there
are high hills, on which ftands a building
refembling a chapel, and nearer the town js
a noble quarry of white tranf; parent alabafter,
of which the capital above-mentioned was
moft probably made. ‘This place and the
adjacent country gave Mr. Plifted more plea-
fure than any thing he had met with fince he
left Buffora,

22d. 'We marched from this hummum at
feven A. M. and got to Lachadamie at four
P.M. This day we paffed near to the re.
mains of a fmall caflle in the Gothic ftyle.
The name of this place, we were informed,
fignified in Arabic, the Brother’s Buildings.
Courfe 8. E, half E,

23d. Left Lachadamie a little before
feven, and arrived at Lachadier at half paft
three o’clock. A great plenty of hares.

24th. Left Lachadierat half paft fix, and
arrived at Jupp Chanum at fix P.M. We
found here two wells of brackifh water, ex-

tremely
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tremely deep, and cut out of the rock, with
a border of mafonry round the infide.  This
place, we underftand, is called by the Arabs,
the Sheep’s Well ; and although the country
round is extremely barren, in former times it
might have afforded paftures to numerous
flocks. Procured feveral hares from the Arabs
at a trifling rate. Courfe S, E. by E.
o5th. Marched from Jupp Chanum at
cight A. M. after having drawn water from
the wells, and at four o’clock in the after-
noon we arrived at a {pot on the Defart, very
naked, and marked by nothing extraordinary,
excepting a few ranges of low hills. Courfe
S, E.
o6th. Our caravan moved this morning
at half paft fix. We found the country truly
barren, not a blade of grafs for the camels ;
the Arabs were confequently obliged to feed
them with barley cakes. We paffed a few
barren hills, and fome beds of rivers entirely
dry, and faw but few hares in the courfe of
the day. Some teal flew paft. This place
is called by the Arabs Manie. Courfe S. E,
by E.
g7th.  Left Manie at half paft five A. M.
and arrived at Ghura Laffalive, or other-
wife
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wife Gour Alaflaf, ten minutes before four
o’clock. ‘The country much the fame as
yefterday. Pafled a very deep well, but
with little water. Courfe S. E. by S.
 28th. At feven A. M. quitted this en-
campment, having experienced a very rainy-
night and moming. We travelled over a
country barren, rocky, and uneven. Paffed
a difficult defile, where we found very bad
footing for the camels, We arrived at Shack-
abujamus at four P, M. not a thrub to be
feen, excepting fome little vegetation in the
bed of a dry river.  Courfe S. S. E-
2gth. . Left Shackabujamus at half paft
fix A. M. and at Aquilack Horan, {or other-
wife Auglat-ul-Horraun.) Courfe S. 8. E.
half E. At half paft four P, M. encamped
in the channel of a river, much frequented,
where there are many wells of good water,
- This day’s march through a very defart coun-
try, neither thrubs, hares, nor birds to be feen.
Sent out men to reconnoitre, and to bring in-
telligence.  The country is exceedingly bar-
ren, being hard gravel and fmall ftones. All
travellers agree, that thefe wells collect great
numbers of a bird common in Syria, fome-
thing refembling a partridge, cfpecially in
the
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the hot feafon. We faw none, but the caufe
is evident ; the plenty of water all over the
Defart at this feafon affords thefe birds the
means of fatisfying their thirft.
goth. We quitted Aquilack Horan at
{even A. M. and at two arrived at a deep

ravine, where we halted. Here we were faid

to be four days journey from Hillah, and
two hours journey from Cubeffa. Courfe
§.S.E. This village lies in the direct road
from Aleppo to Bagdad, and has long been
famous as the refort of thieves ; from its ge-
neral bad mame, it is better entirely to avoid
it, unlefs your caravan is particularly ftrong.
As our route led clofe paft Cubefla, and the
* Sheick having received intelligence that the
way was clear, he refolved to take the fhort-
eftroad. To-day we faw feveral hares and
oftriches, and found their eggs lying on the
ground, expofed on a floping bank facing
the caft to be hatched by the influence of
the fun. During the moming and evening
it was very miny, and we found plenty of
excellent rain water flanding in the rocks~
and cavities. The Defart which we paffed
‘was very barren, the foil gravel, inter-
mixed with flones, We could®not per-
' = ceive
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ceive a fingle thrub, excepting a few in the
channels of dry beds of rivers, where they
find moifture, In fituations of this kind
the caravans are halted, and the camels al.
lowed to graze for a thort time.

guft. At half an hour paft fix this morn-
ing the camels were loaded, and we conti-
nued our route through a ftony country, *in-
termixed with fome few bufhes. At nine
o'clock we paffed the village of Cubeffh, dif-
tant about two miles. This village is fitu-
ated in a grove of date trees, and appears to
confift of a parcel of miferable huts, and the
country round is extremely barren; ne-
verthelels we faw a few deer and fome
hares. At half paft three we arrived at our
ground, and encamped on a green {pot, being
the bed of a rivulet. Here we found no
fpring, but our camels were refrefhed from
feveral pools of ftanding water that we
pafled during this day’s march ; although not
fit for ufe, fHill it proved very ferviceable to
the thirfty camels.  This place is called by
_the Arahs Mahommaddie, or Mohammedy.
In its neighbourhood the herbs and  ve-
getation evinced ‘an appearance of {pring,
and yielded a fine aromatic fmell, "To-day
a camel,
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a camel, being unable to proceed, our Sheick
would willingly have killed it, in order to
diftribute its flefh amongft bis people;
but at the fame time he difliked the delay,
and turned the animal loofe on the De-
fart. 1 cannot help obferving, that it is very
probable that water might be eafily procured
for the camels by digging to fome depth in
the bottoms of the channels. [ was forry
that we had no implements to make the ex-
periment ; a circumftance which {hould not
be negleéted by future travellers, Courfe
S. E. by E.

January 1ft, 179c. This morning, at ten
minutes palt fix, we moved forward, and at
two o’clock came to feveral fprings of mi-
neral water, ftrongly impregnated with {ul-
phur. We halted here to let our camels
drink, Thofe creatures had no cbjection to
theunfavoury tafte, but tome it was deteftabie.
The fprings are named Bredaun, or Ul-Bur-
daun. After halting about a quarter of an
hour, we continued our march over a dry
barren foil, and at twenty-five minutes paft
four we encamped for the night. To- this
encampment the Arabs had no name, Be-
fore we approached the fprings of Ul-Bur-

daun,
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daun, we faw feveral large wild ducks, and
a-great number of teal fitting on the water :
they took flight, and continued hovering
round during our ftay. This place appears to
be much reforted to, Thereare feveral graves
upen a {mall rifing ground, clofe by the
water, and one miferable hovel, which merely
affords a traveller thelter from the fun: it was
occupied by a few Arabs of a very fingular
appearance, whofe hiftory I could not learn.
They appeared fomething in the ftyle of the
Indian Faquiers, and I took them to be wan-
dering mendicants, or Santons. They had
no arms, and did not afk us for any thing,
but were civil and inoffenfive. Our courfe to
Burdaun was S. E. by S. and to our encamp-

ment S. E. : .
2d. We were ready to march this morning
at five minutes paft fix. At twelve paffed the
bed of what muft be in certain feafons alarge
ftream ; and at one o’clock, at a confiderable
diftance, we perccived the village of Shittat.
Here a naked Arab informed the Sheick of a
large body of thieves being in the neighbour-
hood, and fhortly after it was imagined that
leven or eight horfemen had been feen.
Thefe circumftances determined our chief to
change
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change his route. The caravan was ordered
to take a foutherly direction, and we con-
tinued moving in a direét line, totally out of
the road, till twenty-five minutes palt two,
when we halted at a place called Auchally.
This movement was direétly fouth; our
fituation entircly concealed us from view, and
there was no poflibility of being difcovered
by an enemy, until they came clofe on the
brink of the precipices that furrounded us on
all fides to the height of twenty or twenty-
five feet, From this lurking place a meflen-
ger was difpatched to gain the neceflary in-
formation, and in the mean-time every pre-
caution was taken : no perfon was permitted
to afcend the height befides a fentry, who
was ordered to fit down behind a rock to
give the alarm in cafe of the approach of an
“enemy. Firing was forbid in the camp,
and the arms put in proper order, reloaded,

and primed.
gd. The camels were ready at half paft
five this moming. Our meffenger had or-
ders to join us on the march; he cameat the
time appointed, and gave us the pleafing in-
formation, that the fuppofed thieves proved a
caravan of merchants of nearly three hun-
dred
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dred camels ; that they had purchafed a quan-
tity of dates at Shittat, for which the village
is famous, and intended difpofing of them at
Aleppo and Damaftus. The Sheick now
turned-towards Shittar, after we had rewarded
the meflenger with a few piaftres. He was,
contrary to my idea of a fpy, tolerably well
dreffed in fearlet, and armed with an exceed-
ing good match-lock, two piftols, and a fey-
meter, and appeared more an object to be pil-
laged, than a perfon fent to procure inform-
ation, and to pafs unobferved. At eleven
o’clock we arrived in the neighbourhood of
the date trees, which envelope the village of
Shittat, where we pitched our tents. From
the profpect of a dreary defart, you are at"
once aftonithed with the appearance of an
extenfive grove, not lefs than four to five
miles in extent; no cultivation of any kind
appeared beyond its limits ; and it would feem
that the inhabitants had determined to content
themfelves within the circumference of this in.
fulated fpot. Our fituation was on the banks
of the dry bed of a river, a2 mile and a half
diftant from the fkirts of the grove. The
bottom afforded us excellent water, and in

great plenty ; the moifture occafioned a plen-
tiful
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tiful fupply of grafs, on which the horfes
and camels fed moft luxurioufly. About
half an hour after our arrival the Sheick
fent a meflage, acquainting us of his dif-
patching a party to Shittat for a fupply of
provifions, and withing to know what we
wanted from thence. One of our camel-
men offered to provide us in fowls, milk,
and eggs, which were the only neceffaries
we required : he returned late in the even-
ing with a few good fowls, but he faid
neither eggs nor milk were procureable ; but
in order to lay out all the money he was
entrufted with, he purchafed a fmall quan-
tity of very fine dates. The Arabs make
you pay on the Defart half a piaftre for a
fowl, and from four to five for a fheep : thefe
prices appear high, more efpecially where
money is fo valuable. Our guards had,
fome days previous toour arrival here, treated
us with a war dance, in which their colours
were placed in the centre of the company,
who formed a ring with their fwords drawn.
They danced in a circle, and fung at the
time an Arabic fong, accompanied by many
odd jeftures, according as the fubject varied.
This having been done out of compliment

Vor. L. R to
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to us, it was neceflary to return their civi-
lity, which we did by a prefent of twenty
piaftres, and regaled the whole party with
their favourite food—barley bread, and the
beft dates the village afforded, an equal divi-
fion being ferved to each man. Their own
fupply was brought into camp on affes, an
animal very ufeful and commen on the De- .
fart, and confifted of a very ¥fmall portion of
tobacco, dates, barley, flour, and rancid but-
ter for their camels. - The butter they make
up in balls, and feed them with more or lefs
according to the plenty or fcarcity of vege-
tation on the fpot where they encamp. To-
day was given up to the exercife of the
match-lock, at which the Arabs are ex-
tremely expert. We appropriated fome f{pare
arms, which we had purchafed at Venice, as
2 reward for the beft mark{man, and in
three different trials the Sheick, not with the
appearance of {trict juftice, carried off the
prizes, being two pair of piftols and a gun.
The mark was a flat ftone placed on end, at
the diftance of one hundred and fifty yards,
not much larger than a common plate. This
they feldom miffed; and it is remarkable
with- what rapture an Arab kiffed a very .
handfome



(243 )
handfome fowling picce, merely becaufe he
hit the mark with what to him was a no-
velty, never having before ufed any thing
but a match-lock. Courfe S. E. by E.
4th. The camels being loaded, at half paft
fix this morning we fet forward over a bar-
ren flat defart. We croffed the bed of a
river, and at eleven A. M. we pafled to our
left the ruins of a fmall fquare fort, diftant
about half a mile, which the Arabs called
Ula Kayder. -Courfe S.S.E, At half paft
three the Sheick thought proper to halt in
a very wild fituation, with little vegeta-
tion near us to refrefh our camels, and to
which the Arabs had no name. This even-
ing it began to rain with great violence: for
our fecurity in the night, we were very atten-
tive to have the tent pins and weather ropes
well fecured before dark. Courfe S. E.
by E.
5th, All night the rain continued without
intermiflion, and notwithftanding our care,
we could not avoid being wet; however,
we made the beft of our fituation, and as the
morniag had fome" appearance of fair wea-
ther, about half paft nine o’clock we were
ready to fet out: our hopes were foon ended
Rz by
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by repeated heavy fhowers, which obliged
us'to'halt. ‘At'half paft twelve the rain was
now accompanied by thunder and lightning;
infornuch that the camels -turned from the
ftorm, @nd obftinately refufed to move for-
ward.. The camels never perfevere “in’the
face of aifterm, but immediately turn!their
backs to fits they dre/much injured frem
wet weather, which, if4t is of long cortinu-
dnce, generally ends in the deftruction of
numbers of them, Owing to the bad ivea-
therlaft night and this moming, one of the
camels was unable to. proceed;; it was there-
fore'put to death, and divided amongft the
Arabs, who feafted on'it with great delight.
Their cookery is plain, and truly fimple. A
hole 'made-in the ground, which, after being
well heated and filled with burning embers,
{erves to receive the 'raw meat, 'which they
keep turning till fufficiently roafted : they
are at little trouble inpreparing for this ope-
ration ; ‘their hares, &c. are never fkinned,
the fire biirns the hair-off the'woel ; and they
are fond of ‘their meat roafted to 'a leinder.
Fheir naftine(sin the eyesof’ Envopeans® is
much againftthem. “They midke no feruple
of ‘eafing the ‘flefh vof 'camels which has

been
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been tied to their faddles, and even fitten o
for days together. The Arabs are the reverfe
of cleanly : and we cannot fail to remark, that
as civilization induces induftry, induftry, in
like manner, promotes cleanlinefs and deco-
rum. The nice and delicate feelings of the
human mind are not developed till the age of
barbarifm is paft, and that the community
begin to experience the neceflity and comfort
of accommodating, individually, to thofe
habits which pure nature does not incul-
cate, Should we fearch for an illuftration
of this fact, and where mankind is fhll in
its moft uncultivated ftate, we fhall find it
on the late voyage of La Peroufe. Speak-
ing of the Indians in the country around
Port Frangais, between the 57th and 5gth
degrees of north latitude, on the north-weft
coaft of America, he fays, ** Their cabins
*« poffefs a naftinefs and ftench, to which the
‘“ den of no known animal in the world can
« properly be compared. They never re-
“ move themfelves more than two fleps for
« the performance of any neceffary occafion,
“ in which they feek neither for fhade nor
« privacy, as if they had not an inflant to

‘““lofe; and when this happens during a
- R 3 “ meal,
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‘“ meal," they take their place again, from
“ which they never were at 4 greater diftance
“ than five or fix feet. The wooden veffels
““in which they cook their fith are never
* wathed ; they ferve them for kettle, difh,
“and plate.” The fame account of thofe
Indians is given by Captain Nixon in his
voyage. “ The infide of their. dwellings
** exhibits a complete picture of dirt and
** filth, indolence and lazinefs. In one cor-
“ ner are thrown the bones and remaining
“ fragments of victuals left at their meals; -
“In another ‘are heaps of fith, pieces of
“ ftinking flefh, greefe, oil,” &c. The Kam-
féhatchadalqs. the Siberians, and the Ha-
brideaps, inhabit nearly the fame degrees
of north Iatitude; and it is to be feared
that they arc but little more cleanly than
thofe we havé deferibed. The Arabs, al-
though not quite fo difagreeable and filthy,
are, however, extremely dirty. In their
garments they are flovenly to a great de-
gree, and they do not hefitate to cat the
flefh of every animal, let it be what it may,
and whether it has died of difeafe or by
accident, or whether it has been killed ac-
cording to the inftitutes of their religion. -

The
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The Sheick was under the neceffity of
feeding the camels with barley flour, made
into balls, as there was very little to be
- picked up on the Defart. Our efcort ap-
peared fomewhat chagrined, from their being
expofed to the weather, which, from the
want of tents in the caravan, was unavoid-
able.

6th. The weather all Iaft night proved
extremely rainy. Our tent having but two
clothes in the top, we experienced great
inconvenience from the wet; to remedy
which, as well as we could, the Mohaffas
were brought infide to lie in; they proved
very uncomfortable from being fo fhort; for
my part, I was feized with a viclent cramp
in my legs, from the contraction which
they occafioned, but they ferved the ufeful
purpofe of keeping us dry. At eight o’clock
the weather was fomething better. At nearly
eleven the caravan moved; and we could per-
ceive, at a great diftance, the Tomb of Ally,
called by the Arabs Mefhed Ally. At one
o'clock were much about abreaft of it,
which was now diftant four or five miles to
our left. It is aflerted, that the dome of the
great mofque is covered with pure gold. It is

R 4 not
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not for me to determine the point; the Arabs
will have it to be the cafe, and it is cer
tainly fplendid from a diftance; but gilded
copper would have a fimilar effec. This
building is a particular protegé of the faith-
ful, and held facred by all ranks and deferip-
tions of people. In point of fituation or or-
nament,the fucceffor of Mahomet has little
befide his canopy to boaft of. The country
round is ftony and barren, with neither birds,
norhares, nor vegetation. Webegan toexperi-
ence the weather confiderably warmer, which
in fome degree made amends for the broken
ground we this day paffed over; added to
which, the damp occafioned by the heavy
rains made travelling much againft thecamels.
Near to Mefhed Ally there appears the bed
of a confiderable river, though, I am told, in
the hot feafon the inhabitants, who are but
few and poor, are much diftreffed from the
want of water, and are obliged to bring it
from a diftance. = At half paft three the ca-
ravans halted at Wader-a-Hami. Our Arabs
ventured to-day to fly their hawks: unluckily
for the poor fellows, one of them made off,
and although he was followed a confiderable
diftance, neither the lure nor imprecations

could
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could prevail on him to return. The Arabs
are expert in this art, and of which they are
extremely fond.

7th. The weather proved bad in the night,
and prevented our marching till ten minutes
before feven. The country we paffed over
afforded little verdure; but we found three
fmall ftreams, occafioned by the late rains,
At five P, M. the caravans halted at a place
called Anafeyd, clofe by a ftream, where the
ground was exceedingly barren, being a mix-
ture of fand, gravel, and ftones, and not a
fhrub to be feen. A little diftance in front
we could perceive feven or eight men on the
plain; the Arabs faid they were people from
the mountains not far diftant, Within three
miles of our rear we faw diftinétly a ruined
village, called Alataly. = Our Sheick in-
formed us, that formerly it was confiderable,
but that the inhabitants were obliged to leave
it from its being the refort of all the thieves
in the country, and who made no fcruple of
taking whatever provifions they were in want
of ; and that they continued this violence to
fuch a degree, that the opprefled people were
glad to look out for quicter and more fecure

hnbitatiﬂn_s. Courfe E. by S.
8th,
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8th.  We began our march this morning_
at a quarter before feven, and continued otr -

route over a barren and dreary country, in-
terfperfed with fome buthes of lavender and

thyme. At ten o’clock we came in fight of -~

a fpire, which we were informed ferved as a
mark toa fountain of excellent water named

Eyn-ul-Gyan. During this dn}"s joumc}r the -

Sheick was alarmed by the appearance of a
caravan at fome diftance: he difmounted from

his camel, and requefted the ufe of my horfe

and fp:,*-gl.lfs to reconnoitre. For the firlt

time I rode a camel, and in my opinion, with -

a proper faddle, it is a very eligible mode of
travellin g, -and preferable to the Mohaffa.
When the Sheick returned he informed us,
that the caravan confifted of fome hundred
affes leaded with «falt. 'We could perceive
fmoke in many different directions, but at a
great diftance: not a hare was to be feen
this day. _At half paft four o’clock we ar-
rived at a° place to which the Arabs had no

name., CourfeS. E.
gth. Marched fifteen minutes paft fix, and
arrived at Bellmarice, by fome called Em-
{liched; on the banks of the Shat-ul-Atchan,
at five minutes paft four.  The river is con-
' ! fidernble,
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fiderable, but I'am informed itis dried up part

- zof the year: its courfe is marked by thomn-
bufhes of a tolerable fize. Our camels dif-

" covered evident marks of fatigue, proceeding

from our late bad weather. To-day we had
fmart fhowers attended with a high wind: to

" mend the matter, there was no food for the

poor animals, excepting a few dry bufhes.
We procured very few hares for fome days,
which obliged us to have recourfe to our

ftock. Courfe E. 5. E.
1oth. At twenty minutes before feven we
moved towards the plains of Semawat, or Sa-
mawa, and at twenty minutes palt four we
encamped with the town of the fame name,
bearing N.N. W, diftant about five miles.
It appears pretty large and furrounded with
walls, flanked by towers in the Eaftern ftyle
of fortification. The Sheick told us it con-
tained three hundred houfes. As we ap-
proached the Euphrates, the country dif-
played more vegetation; the bufhes appeared
ftrong and healthy, but the foil cold and

damp. Courfe E. by N,
11th,  We refumed our march at a quar-
ter after fix, and at a quarter paft twelve :
halted at Omalbunta, on account of our ca-
mels,
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mels, the animals being much jaded. We
learnt from five Dervizes whom we fell in
with, that they had left Buffora five days be-
fore. ‘Thefc people travel without danger
over all the Defart from village to village, and
are fupported by the liberality of the Arabs:
they are known ata diftance by means of
their little horns, which they blow when they
approach travellers: our people were won-
derfully attentive to them, and beftowed
their dates with a plentiful hand. At this
place there is fine grafs for the camels, the
country abounding with many high buthes
of different kinds: we were now diftant
from the river Euphrates only about two
miles : its banks difcovered trees, and afforded
a pleafant fight when compared to our late
profpets. At nine o’clock this moming
we paffed a ruined mud fort on our left, called
Jeriah, and were joined by a man from Se-
mawa. He arrived with fcarce any clothes,
from an apprehenfion, as we underftood, of
mecting Arabs of a different tribe, and who
never fail to plunder thofe not belonging to
their own, He was happy to take the pro-
te@tion of our caravan, and our friendly
guards fupplied him with provifions. ,To-

day’s
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day’s march we found water in abundance,
having paffed many large ftanding pools: it
proved exceedingly good. During the night
we lay here, alion made its appearance in
camp, 'to the great annoyance of the camels.
The camels are not picketed, but are made to
lie down in a circular form with one leg tied :
thefe animals were fo alarmed, that they rofe
almoft inftantaneoufly, and drew up in regu-
larline to oppofe the invader. After ‘a few
fhots were difcharged by the fentries, thelion
thought proper to retire, 1 was awakened
from a found fleep by the noife made by the
camels, and I imagined that a body of ca-.
valry had entered our encampment. I ran
out, and ‘was happy to find it was not the
cafe. The Arabs are vigilant fentinels, and
always guard againft furprif. Courfe
E.S. E.
1oth. From Omalhunta our caravan
moved at half paft fix; at ten o’clock we
paffed to our left the village of Tahir, fitu-
- ated on the bank of the river; at two, a
fmall tomb, Eben Ally, was feen to our right.
To-day*s march lay over vaft plains, chiefly falt
grourid ; the line of the river was beautifully
marked by ‘the trees along its banKs: the
{moke



( 254 )

fmoke of many fires at night befpoke inha-
bitants. The plenty of ftanding water ren-
dered our fkins of very little ufe to us; En-
camped at twenty minutes to five at Shicarah :
our courfe E. by S., E. 8. E. and E. accord-

ing to the courfe of the river. :
13th.  Marched this morming at twenty-
five minutes to feven, much gratified with
the idea of being near the dwellings of man.
On our firft outfet this morning we difco-
vered. many marks of fmall encampments
and cattle, and at eight the firft horde of tra-
velling Arabs prefented themfelves to our
view : they appeared to the number of three
hundred, and were drawn up in fmall bodies
behind the banks which had been thrown up,
with their colours in their front: we could
alfo perceive others marching in regular or-
der: their arms confifted of fpears of about
fix; fect in length: fome few had feymeters.
On our nearer approach, their horfemen, to
the number of twelve or fifteen, advanced to
reconnoitre, and after fome delay one of
them rode towards. us flourithing his {pear:
he halted at the diftance of one hundred
yards. The fighting men of our caravan were
at this time regularly formed, headed by the
Sheick,
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Sheick, with their matches lighted, and every
way ready for action. The baggage was in
the rear and protected by the armed fervants of
the caravan, Inthis order we moved on, Mr,
Blackader and myfelf, on the firft informa-
tion, having defcended from our mohaffas and
mounted our horfes. The Sheick feemed by no
means anxious toavoid them. Oneof the horfe-
men called out in the language of the coun-
try, which difcovered them to be a tribe of
Buffora Arabs, under the Montefeic Sheick.
We were foon joined by the reft of the horfe-
men, who accompanied us more than two
miles. We were offered by thofe generous
people, fheep, butter and milk ;- but the
Sheick told us our march would be long, and
that we fhould arrive at a village in the even-
ing, the moft plentiful on the banks of the
Euphrates: we thercfore took leave, but not
without furveying them with an attentive
eye. The horfemen were in appearance well
clothed, mounted, and armed, with fedate
and fenfible countenances. The foot were
clothed with little elfe befides a wrapper round
the middle, and but few had turbans ; their
arms were the rufty lances before defcribed.
. Their tents, which appeared to belong only

1o
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to the grandees, were black and low, but re-
markably well pitched : they were made of g
mixture of wool and camel’s hair, fuﬂicimr]}'
thick to be cool and to refift the rain. In
the neighbourhood of this encampment it
appeared clearly that a confiderable track
had been cultivated laft year, and had pro-
duced grain: there were many ditches to con-
vey the water from field to field's their flocks,
which confifted of cattle, theep, goats, a few
horfes and camels, found there excellent pal-
ture, and [ fuppofe amounted to fome thou-
fands. We continued over immenfe plains
of pafture ground, but without a fingle buth
or any thing that could be ufed as fire-wood,
meeting many {maller bodies on our march,
who took no notice of us,' The firfl-menti-
oned party was the advanced guard of the
Montéfeic Sheick, whofe encampment was
difcovered at five o’clock on the banks of the
Euphrates : in thirty-five minutes afterwards
we arrived at the village of Shoogal-Shugh,
where we pitched our tents at half a mile’s
diftance from the Arab encampment. [t was
neceffary for our Sheick to- pay his refpects
to Sheick Ahmud, who is chief of the
Buffora Arabs, before he proceeded fusther.

In
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in merchant caravans he receives as a tribute
a ftipulated fum from each camel carrying
merchandize : he accordingly attended him
after dark, and was defired to return in the
moming, when a perfon would be fent to
take an account of the trade in the caravan-
Our Sheick reprefented that we were travel-
lers, and not merchants, and as foldiers we
had nothing but our arms. The Montefeic
infifted that fo numerous a caravan as ours
muft have brought fomething in the way of
trade. On Sheick Abdulla’s return, he in-
formed us of the converfation, and requefted
that we fhould be firm in the refufal of pre-
fents of any kind. The Sheick, he told us,

would foon be convinced of the truth of
~ what he told him, but that his principal fer-
vants were extremely rapacious, and would,
no doubt, be troublefome. It was exactly
fo; for at ten o’clock next day our trunks
were fearched, and nothing in the form of
merchandize being found, the officer and his
party requefted a prefent before they took leave,
Our Sheick, by figns and nods, requefted us
to refufe : after fome time fpent in convincing
them we had nothing worthy theiracceptance,
they departed. Our Arabs endeavoured to

Vor. L. S imprefs
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imprefs us with an idea of the power and
refpectability of the Great Sheick, who was
attended, as they faid, by 20,000 men. His
encampment extended very irregularly along
the bank of the riyer: it was tolerably ex-
tenfive, but had little depth : my calculation
of the number reduced them to about goco ;
however, I did not think proper to difpute
the point. The courfe of the river during
this day’s march was nearly E, by S. and that
of our caravan K. §. E. Laft night the wea-
ther was exceedingly cald and in the morn-
ing, froft was perceivable on the ground:
I have already remarked, that the climate fos
{fome time has been confiderably milder.

14th.  Itwas nottill twelve o’clock to-day
that we had pcn‘nlﬁmn to decamp. Our Sheick
made the neceffary prefent to his Chief, con-
fiting of a hawk, two picces of broad-cloth,
and twenty pair of Turkith boots, of which
all the Arabs are very fond. He politely fent
roeus, withing us a pleafant journey, and re-
queiting we would fpare him fome European
gunpowder : with this demand we complied
with great cheerfulnefs, and in half an hour,
every thing being adjufted, we movyed off,
* keeping ncarly the courfe of the river; the
banks
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banks of which, to the diftance of fome
miles inland, are covered with high reeds, and
interfected with water-courfes : thefe places
abound . with remarkably large wild hogs,
whofe flefh has a moft agrecable flavour: the
country is very flat, but affording excellent
pafturage: the villages appear to be fitu-
ated immediately on the banks of the river,
while the more diftant country abounds with
hordes of Arabs with immenfe flocks; in
particular, to-day we met one horde, who
turned their fole attention to the rearing of
camels : to the beft of my judgment they
poflefled  above 2000 of thefe ufeful ani-
mals, which are emphatically called, in the
language of the Arabs, the Ship of the Defart ;
- and thortly after we faw a great number of
affes.  The breed of horfesappears to be much
confined ; every horde having only a few colts
and brood mares : the horfes are fold at theage
of three years, when they are efteemed fit for
backing ; but no confideration will make an
Arab part with a mare : the breed is univer-
fally known and every where highly eftcemed.
We encamped at five o’clock near the river,
at a place called Dachaully: from this I
wrote to Mr. Manefty, the Englith Refident

. Sz : at



{ 260 )

at Buffora, acquainting him of our approach.
Itis here to be remarked, that the people on
the river bear an exceedingly bad charaéter,
being reputed treacherous, and thieves to a
great degree : our Sheick therefore avoided
the Euphrates at night, generally above two
- or three miles.
15th.  Marched this morning at twenty-
fix minutes before feven, and as our courfe
lay fomewhat from the river, ‘and not in the
way of good water, it was found neceffary
to depart nearly a quarter of a mile from the
direét road to take water for two days from
a fmall water-courfe in the neighbourhood of
a pretty large horde, whofe tents were pitched
by the ftream. We traverfed this day E. S,
" E. over fine plains, abounding with many of
the wandering tribes and abundance of theep,
cattle, camels and gouts : at twenty-five mi-
nutes to four P. M. our caravan halted at Le-
gatta.
16th. At half pait fix our caravan di-
rected their courfe E. by S. for fome hours
over 4 fine country ; for latterly we traverfed
an exceeding barren and defart plain, with
fcarce the appearance of vegetation. Our
journey to-day being very long, feveral of
our
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our camels gave up with fatigue, and amnngﬁ
the reft, that which carried my Mohaffa:

this obliged an exchange to take place, but
without much lofs of time. At half paft
feven o’clock we came to our ground at
Quebda, much fatigued by fo long a march.
It being quite dark, we were putto a good
deal of inconvenience and troublein pitching
the tents, and getting our equipage in fole-
rable order ; but we made fhift to regale our-
felves with ftewed hare, and the laft bottle
of wine in our poffeflion. Before coming
to this village, my camel-keeper’s brother,
who had been in a confumptive ftate ever
fince we left Aleppo, died. We wondered
much at the abfence of the brother, who
ufed to be alert; and neceflary to us on our
arrival at the ground ; the poor fellow was
bufied in paying the laft duty to a friend,
for they always appeared on the moft cordial
terms. We underftood little ceremony was
ufed; a hole was dug in the ground, into
which he was put without a requiem.  This
was the firft perfon we had loft ‘out of the
caravan, Quebda is a deferted village, and
pow in ruins, with a building that car-
sies the appearance of a fort, though T rather

S 3 imagine
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imagine it was formerly -a: large ‘mofque.
Colonel Capper mentions there:beéing water
in the neighbourhood, but I judge it to be
very bad, fince our Sheick took the trouble
of bringing -it from twe days back to this
place.  Our party went to flecp with' com-
fort from our near approach, to Zebeer and
Buffora, and with the idea that our wander-
ings were nearly at an end.
17th. From: the fatigue 1 of yefterday’s
miarch, our Sheick did not move from Queb-
da, notwithftanding ‘our impatience; until
twenty minutes before feven. Our march to
Zebeer, where we arrived at half paft nine
A. M. was indeed over the Defart, and the
Defart reaches to' the very walls of Zebeer.
The gates of this place are fo low and nar=
row, as niot to admit the camels with bur-
dens or Mohaffas ;; we 'were confequently
obliged to. difmount.. Our. baggage was
taken off, and we rep:timd'with a conduétor
to the houfe of a confiderable perfon, whilfk
our Sheick remained to give directions about
thebaggage and caravan, Inwalking through
the village, the people fhewed a degree of
curiofity, but mixed with refpeét and civi-
hty Ouir courfe to-day was directly eaft.
I could
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I could not ‘help ‘remarking the extreme
fenfibility of ‘the ‘people ‘of this  village.
When: our caravin approached within the dif-
tance of three miles, the colours of thé tribe
were difplayed, and the Arabs began' to' dif-
charge their mateh-locks ; alimoft the whele
mien and children  of Zebeér came running
with the moft evident and expreflive ‘marks
of fatisfaction, to weleome the ‘arrival of
their relations and their friends. "Never did
I behold ‘meore real and unaffeéted joy- than
in this inftance. “To a fpectator, who had
imbibed the common prejudices againft the
wild Arabs, as they afe generally termed,
and we find many weak enough ‘to do fo,
it muft have pmved a ﬁghi' of equal pleafure
and furprife, to behold, after the abfence of
only a few months, the moft affectionate and:
endearing embraces mutually exchanged, ac-
companied by the moft unfeigned demon-
firations of tranfpert and delight.  From the
Sheick to the camel-driver all difplayed the
finery of Aleppo. 'They were clothed in
their holiday fuits, the purchafe of their
earnings ; nor were they forgetful of Ze-
beer, each brought fome trifle for his friend
or miftrefs. On our arrival in the village:

S 4 we
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we were accommodated with a large hall,
next to the women’s apartment. Coffee and
pipes were ferved, and a breakfaft of eggs
and barley bread laid on a mat before us. I
again wrote to Mr. Manefty for a convey-
ance for our baggage, as the caravan camels
could proceed no further than Zebees. On
account of Mrs. Taylor, I requefted the Re-
fident to do his endeavours to accommodate
her in the moft convenient manner which he
could. After waiting with fome impatience
till one o’clock, I determined to mount a
horfe, and proceed on to Buffora. . Having
procured a horfeman as a guide, I accord-
ingly fet out at a little paft one o’clock. On
the weft fide of Buffora the country carries
fome appearance of cultivation for about
three miles, but not a tree or bufth was to be
feen. About four miles from Zebeer [ met
a fervant on horfeback with a meffage, to
acquaint me, that the country round having
been recently under water, no carriage could
poffibly, ftir out of Buffora, and that there-
fore only horfes could be fent. They were
by this time in fight, accompanied by a very
polite letter from Mr, Manefly, congratu-
lating us on our arrival, and requefting our

remaining
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remaining with him at the factory during
our ftay. This he mentioned would not be
' Jong, as the honourable Company’s cruizer,
Intrepid, Captain Jervis, had been waiting
difpatches from England for fome time paft.
For three miles round Buffora the road was
extremely miry and deep. At a diftance it
appeared like a continued lake, and feemed
entirely to infulate the city of Buffora, and
its furrounding date trees. I was rejoiced at
the fight of the Englith flag flying on the
factory-houfe, whither I directed my courfe,
and where I arrived at half paft three, and
was received by Mr. Manefty, who had juft
fat down to dinner. The appearance of a
good repaft was by no means unpleafant to a
perfon who had not enjoyed many of the
luxuries of life fince leaving Europe ; there I
experienced them in great variety ; and to
the politenefs and hofpitality of Mr. Ma.
nefty we were much indebted. We experi-
enced the utmoft attention from that gentle-
man, whofe chara¢ter and conduct as Britifh
Refident has gained univerfal efteem amongft
the inhabitants of Buffora.

Mrs, Taylor and Mr. Blackader did not
arrive till two hours after. After having re-

frethed
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frefhed ourfelves with a night’s repofe, we
were amufed in wifiting the city, and the
gardens on the banks _of the Shat-ul-Arab,
. the'name given to the river after the junc-
tion; of ‘the Euphrates and Tygrisat Comah,
about forty' miles abdve Buflora. « . '
The city of”.Buflora; called' by the Arabs

Al-fura from:Be-ul-Sura,- fignifying the
ftoney {oil on which it is built} has but little
antiquity to boaft.. Conftructed for the pur-
pofes of trade, and never having been the feat
of fovercign power,! it is mnot. adorhed with
thofe ftructures which decorate the cities of
the Eaft. The Caliph Omar, in'the fifteenth
year of the Hegeird, wifhing to combine the
commerce of India, Perfia, and’Arabia, laid
the foundation of this place niear to'the cons
fluence of the Euphrates and Tygris.  The
Shat-ul-Arab empties itfelf at the diftance of
eighty miles into the Perfian Gulf, and com-
mands the navigation of the furrounding
countries, with the coaft of India, and the
caravans of Perfia and Arabia. Hither
merchants from all nations reforted for the
fake of traffic—Greeks, ‘Jews, Armenians,
Banyans, and Moors. The fite of Buflora
is low, and from this circumftance is much

fubjeét
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fubjet to inundation when the river over-
flows its banks, or that they are cut down by
the malignity of the Arabs, from révenge
or other cdufes. " To this the' fallow looks of
the inhabitants is attributed, proceeding from
the noxious exhalations from the furrounding
marfhes. During the exceflive heats, while
the ground is fiill covered with water, the
Buropeans, who refide here, are particularly
afflicted, and the ravages made by death has
fometimes extended nearly to the total anni-
hilation of all defcriptions. 'The population
is eftimated at no more than 8coo fouls, ‘al-
though' from the circumference of the walls,
it-muft have, at certain periods, exceeded ten

times that number. We are told that in the
year 1691 the city was nearly depopulated
by the plague, no lefs than 80,000 having
died of it. 'The capitation-tax, paid by thé
Chriftian inhabitants in Bagdad and Buffora,
produces no more than 500 purfes. The
Arabs, the Perfians, and the Turks, have al-
ternately been mafters of Buffora, which is
another reafon for its ‘prefent reduced ftate.
The wall which defends the city is flanked by
round towers, dand is of little or no ftrength.
The Muffoleem who commands here is fub-
: : ordinate
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ordinate to the Pacha of Bagdad: befides a
tew Turkifh horfemen to prote@ his perfon
the military force is very trifling. Archi-
tecture has been little confidered in Buffora,
for the houfes are low, built of white bricks
that have not been burnt, being only expofed
to the fun to dry and harden ; the clay of which
they are made is remarkably fine and well
cleaned, and mixed with white fand, chop-
ped ftraw, and horfe-dung ; after which it is
beaten with mallets into moulds made for -
the purpofe.  Wood is not at all to be pro-
cured, and the only fubftitute they have is
the date tree, the wood of which is foft and
fpongy, and confequently of neither durabi-
lity nor ftrength. The gardens of Buffora
form its chief delight, and the fruit is exqui-
fite. Rofe water of the firft quality is dif
tilled here, which is exported in great abun-
dance to India and Aleppo. . Peaches, dates,
apples, pears, and grapes, are in profufion ;
and notwithffanding the badnefs of the cli-
mate, it is a land flowing with milk and
honey. This may appear extraordinary,
when we mention that the Defart almoft ap-
proaches to the very walls ; but the gardens
within and thofe immediately without the

gates
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eites fupply abundantly in culinary articles
the wants of the inhabitants. The river
affords fith of excellent flavour ; the Defart,
venifon and game; the neighbourhood of
Buffora, wild hogs, partridges, and fnipes:
water fowl are every where to be found: kids
are reared, and fheep fattened in perfection,
and domeftic fowls are in great plenty. To
thefe luxuries we may mention the wines of
Perfia and Schiraz, fo fublimely celebrated
by the poet Hafez, and we find even thofe
of the plains of Burgundy brought by camels
from the fhores of the Mediterranean ; but
this delicacy belongs only to the fumptuous
and hofpitable roof of the Englifh factory.
The trade of Buffora, in the time of the Ca-
liphs, was of very confiderable importance,
as being the grand depdt for the commoditics
of India brought by the Perfian Gulf. From
this place it was tranfported on camels to the
northern provinces of Perfia, to Arabia, and
the Mediterrancan Sea. The barbarity and
ignorance of the Turks, and the difcovery of
the paffage by the Cape of Good Hope, has
tended exceedingly to diminifn that past of
commerce which related more immediately
to the ftate of Europe, and the other part

£
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is feverely burdencd by heavy reftrictions.”
What now remains is chiefly in the hands of
the Armenians, but it is of little or no value.
Pearl from Bahrein and other parts in the
Gulf of Perfia are made ufe of as a remit-
tance to Europe. A {mall quantity of Surat
picce goods and Bengal muflins are difpofed
of for the ufe of the Turks and Arabs, with
fome Englifh broad-cloth and thin woollens.
The expences attending the fadtory efta-
blithed here by the Eaft-India Company
muft overbalance the profits of the trade;
but it is neceffary to be {uftained, in order to
expedite intelligence by land, and at the fame
time to keep open the communication by the
Defarts. The fervants employed are, a Chief,
a Refident, an Affiftant, and Surgeon, witha
{mall guard of thirty fepoys, commanded by
a black officer of the rank of Liecutepant.
The marine force is commanded by an: offi- -
cer, who is denominated Captain Pacha, or
High Admiral, and is immediately under
the control of the Pacha of Bagdad. It
confifts of five principal veflels, befides thofe
kept for the protection of the rivers, The
largelt mount fifty guns ; but in every refpect
they are miferable in the extreme.

The
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"The plague, as I have obferved, has made,
and continues to make great ravages, It is
fuppofed to vifit this fpot every nineteen
years. It'is remarked, that the frequency of
this terrible malady diminifhes as you ap-
proach the Eaft, and that where the olive
tree. flourithes it is only to be found. In
India we fearcely know it, but the cities of
Cairo and Conftantinople have ever been its
victims.

In Buffora there are few fingularities to re-
mark. The boats on the river, in which the
inhabitants pafs and repafs from one fhore to
the other, are particularly conftruéted ; they
are round bafkets made of ftrong reeds, and
covered with thick leather: with a fhort
paddle they are twirled about againft a ftrong
current, and haveall the fafety, though with-
out the convenience of others of a better con-
ftrucion. The conftruction of thefe fingular
boats is derived from very remote antiquity,
indeed .as far back as the kingdom of Baby-
lon. We are informed, ** that they were in-
«« yented by the Armenians to navigate the
~** river Tygris, and whofe country lies to the
- fiorthward of the principal places ‘on that
‘ river, . They made them with poles of

* willow,
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*“ willow, which they bent, and covered
** with fkins : the bare fide of the fkins they
‘¢ put outwards, and they made them fo tight
** that they refembled boards, The boats
** had neither prow nor ftern, but were of a
““ round form like a buckler. They put
“¢ ftraw on their bottom. Two men, each
* with an ear, rowed them down the river,
“ laden with different wares, but chiefly
** with palm winc. OF thefe boats fome
“* were very large, and fome very finall. The
““ Jargeft carried the weight of 500 talents.
- ** There was room for an afs in one of their
*¢ fmall boats : they put many into a large
*“ onc.  When they had unloaded after their
“ arrival at Babylonia, they fold the poles of
** their boats, and the ftraw, and loading
*¢ their affes with the fkins, returned to Ar-
*“ menia, for they could not fail up the
““ siver, its current was fo rapid. For this
** reafon, they made their boats of fkin in-
“t ftead of wood ; and-on their return to Ar-
* menia with their affes, they applied their
*¢ {kins to their former ufe.” In conftruc-
ing their arches, in houfe building, from the
want of timber, they are obliged to form the

fegment of a circle on the ground with
bricks
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bricks and ftrong cement. It is thus placed
on the wall in two parts, and.afterwards
connected by the central brick. - This they
find fufficiently ftrong to bear an arch of
confiderable weight.

While I remained at Buffora I had Ileifure
fufficient to condenfe what I had obferved
relative to the charader, temper, manners,
and cuftoms of the Arabs; and although this
fubject has been ably treated by different
travellers, who, during a longer refidence in
their country than my own, are better quali-
fied to do it juftice, ftill T do not hefitate to
flate my fentiments with fairnefs and can-
dour, With the impreffion yet warm on my
mind, and with {entiments, [ truft, too liberal
to harbour prejudice or entertain fpleen, I
prefume to offer what 1 collected during my
flay amongft that fngUb.r people as the re-
fult of perfonal experience and obfervation.

The Arabs are univerfally allowed, in their
own hordes, to poflefs the focial virtues in
an eminent degree, and particularly of fide-
lity to their promife, when a ftranger fecks
their prote&ion, or is admitted to partake of
their humble fare.

Vor. 1. T Climate,
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~ Climate, foil, and fituation, have evidently,
from the carlieft ages, influenced the paffions
of human nature, and greatly affifted to form
the charatteriftic' of each diftinét nation.
Thefle circumftances have had their due ef-
fect in regard to the Arabs, and they accord-
ingly may be generally defined under four
claffes, correfponding to the different circums:
ftances under which they exift.

1ft. The Defart Arabs.

2dly. The Arabs inhabiting the banks of
great rivers, or the peafant Arabs.

gdly. The inhabitants of cities,

4thly. The predatory Arabs.

The Defart Arabs are of two kinds, and
are diftinguifhed by the countries they pof=

Aefs. :

The Defart, or wandering tribes, flill an-
fwer to the defcription of the ancient patri-
archs, continually moving with their wives
and families from one place to another, where
water is procurable, and where the carth
affords {ubfifténce to their flocks and herds ;
for their natural love of liberty induces them
to prefer the Defart, where they range at will
to fruitful plains and fixed hab:mtmns.

R £
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In the neighbourhood of great cities, or-
whiere the foil is generous and abundant, like
the plains of Syria, the'Arabs are quiet and
indffenfive, and difpofe of their milk and
butter, with a proportion of their fheep and
cattle, to the inhabitants of the towns. This
clals being of fervice to the cammun:r}r, are
encouraged and protected.

. In the Defart, between Aleppo and Bul-
fora, where the earth is more fterile and un-
friendly, the means of procuring fubfiftence
becomes difficult and precarious; a circum-
ftance which incites a {pirit of ativity and
enterprife. The Arab, in this fituation, dif-
covers more of his true charaéter ; but the
fpirit of commerce has confiderably contri-
buted to foften his natural genius and tem-

Formerly the plunderer, for a flipulated
fum, became the protetor of the merchant,
and the faith of an Arab was the pledge of
his fecurity. As mercantile intercourfe be-
came more frequent, and a fpirit of rivalfhip
and competition was roufed in the different
tribe to become the guards of the caravans, °
contention became general, and often ended

T 2 in
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in doubtful conflicts, and fometimes in the
ruin of the trader.

Thefe difturbances feem now to have {ub-
fided: a more regular plan of conduéting
the caravan has taken place; and the de-
clining power of the Turks is not able to
prevent the Defart Arabs from participating
in the advantages to which their natural rights
originally entitled them,

An Arabian agent is maintained at Aleppo,
to whom application is made for paffes
through the Defart, in the event of the ca-
ravan falling in with any of the principal
tribes. . This, for a certain fum of money,
according to the number of camels, is rea-
dily granted, and afterwards divided amongft
the different Sheicks, who pay the firicteft
attention to the paflport of their agent.

The Arabs principally employed in this
commerce are thefe of Zebeer, a walled town,
within eight miles of Buffora. They are
from habit, character, and liberal payment,
faithfully attached to the interefts of their
employers, Thefe people are fubjects of the
Montefeic Sheick, who prefides over the
neighbourhood of Buffora, and participates

n
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i the duties on all merchandife pafling
. through his diftricts.

The wandering Arabs find it their intereft
to promote this communication : they breed
the camels for the ufes of trade, and find 1t
a ready market from the inhabitants of Ze-
beer.

Although this fyftem has the appearance
of regularity and good ovder, it does not at
all times infure the tranquillity of the Dea
fart.

Socicty, when not linked together by the
bonds of a well-regulated government, and
cemented by mutual intereft, mufl ever be
Jiable to diffentions and difcord ; even differ-
ent tribes meeting at the wells of the Defart,
from the fcarcity of water, involve difputes’
which fometimes terminate in blood : for this
reafon, the hordes carefully avoid any rencon-
tre of thekind, efpecially fhould water be pro-
curable within a reafonable diftance. The ir- -
ruptions and uncertain wanderings of the
more diftant tribes, who are not included in
any fhare of the emoluments attending the
proteétion of caravans, have occafionally
obliged the hired guards to defend the pro-

o perty
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perty of their friends, which they do with
equal bravery and fidelity, ¥

The Defarts on the confines of Egypt, of
Arabia Petrca, and of Africa, are the moft
barren and defolated. 'The Arabs of ‘thefe
dreary plains entirely {ubfift by rearing ca-
mels for the purpofes of conveying mer-
chandife in various directions. Their dif-
pofition is lefs tempered with fenfibility, and,
like their country, lefs capable of culture
than their brethren who inhabit a better foil's
they frequently occafion more dreadful dif-
afters than fufficient to overbalance their
utility.  Thefe men, who at one time difpofe
of their camels to the' merchant or traveller,
and defend his perfon and property at the ex-
pence of their lives, at another, when not
employed, become both his plunderer and his
murderer.

Secondly: The charader and difpofition
of theinhabitants of the banks of great rivers,
fuch as the Euphrates, and Tygris, are cafily
and thortly defined ; deceitful and cruel, they
watch every opportunity to plunder and op-
prefs, and it is only fuperior power that can
keep a people in awe, who, not having the
{pirit to attack openly, endeavour by fecret

and
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and perfidious means to accomplifh their pur-
pofes. They appear a diftin& race from the
wandering tribes, and it would feecm, that
having fixed habitations, and being more im=
mediately under the oppreflion atrd tyranny of
the Turks, they have imbibed their bad qua-
lities, and the yices of great eities: unknown
in the Defart.. Thofe people unite the cul-
tivation of the carth to the care of the
date-tree, and the propagation of fheep: their
principal grain.is barley, and the 'banks of
the Euphrates prefent a chain of villages
furrounded by groves of palms ; but where
the cultivation extends little above a mile
before it meets the barren Defart.' it
Thirdly. The inhabitants of cities are
proud, {uperdtitious, bigotted, and unfriend-
ly to ftrangers. This reflection ferves to
corraborate the truth of a philofophical hy-
puthcﬁs. «¢ a5 fixed focieties increafe in num-
¢ ber, they alfo increafe in wickednels and
¢ vice®.” AR i
That intercourfe of {trangers and. the ef-
fedts of commerce have added materially to
the refinement and knowledge of human na-

* Montelquicu,
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ture, is equally juft, At Buffora, Mocha,
Juddah, and Mufcat, where trade is encou-
raged and protected, the liberal and enlight-
ened {pirit of the inhabitants is evidently
marked ; whilft the people of Mecea and
Medina, Cairo, Damafecus, Antioch, and
Bagdad, are averfe to all nations not of their
own perfuafion, and repard unbelievers as
unworthy the place they occupy on the
earth,

Fourthly, The predatory Arabs are the
banditti, the robbers, or the ref ufe and out-
caft of all the tribes; their numbers aie
uckily very circumferibed, and occafion
little apprehenfion, ‘and as little danger.

The Defart Arabs are good hufbands, good
fathers, and, within the circle of their tribe,
(if the expreflion may be allowed) excellent
citizens ; naturally brave, fond of liberty,
and particularly faithful to their promife,
Detached from their particular fociety, they
are avaricious, and, if aggrieved, vindi&ive,
Addicted to thieving, they behold the pro-
perty of every ftranger as their own, and if
not furrendered at difcretion, they efteem
themfelves entitled to ufe compulfory mea-

{fures to obtain the object they defire, Blood
is
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is with them the price of blood ; and the
death of any of the tribe is amply and firictly
avenged. Inthefe cafes they are cruel; but not
fo, unlefs oppofition has been cither the caufe
of deathor wounds. An Arab, after having
plundered, will protect the fufferer, and even
accompany him tothe end of his journcy, or
at leaft to a place of fafety and reft : they are
generous and faithful friends, but implaca-
ble and unforgiving enemies.

The Arabs have the particular character-
iftic of freedom * arifing from the fterility of
their foil and their roving difpofition, rather
than from any caufe or exertion of their
own. The plains of Afiaare famous from
remote antiquity for being the feat of defpo-
tifm and flavery. and, excepting in this par-
cicular inftance, it has been the predominant
feature of the inhabitants of extenfive plains.
Mountainous fituations, or countries feparated
by great rivers and interfections of the fea,
and the inhabitants of iflands, have ever
afferted their independence, while others, in
different local fituations, have tamely fub-
mitted to the yoke, We have only to regard

* Vide Volney, vol. 1. p. 201.
our
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our own quarter of the globe for the truth of
this affertion, and to inftance almoft every.
European nation who has thrown off the
fhackles of arbitrary power, and we fhall
find. that kingdoms anfwering to that de-
feription firft caught the flame of liberty,
and taught adjoining flates the bleffings of
freedom and independence. Should we tum
to Afia for any fymptoms of liberty among
nations living in fettled fociety, we {hall dif-
. cover it only in the bofom of mountains
which form flrong barriers betwixt the inha-
bitants and the tyrants of the plain, or where
they are thut up by impervious jungle or
thick forefts. It is amufing to obferve, how
fimilarity of local fituation produces a fimi~
larity of cuftoms and manners. It is re-
marked by Peroufe, that the ¢ Indians of
Clnh are no longer thofe: Americans who
were infpired with terror by European wea-
pons.  The increafe of horfes which are now
difperfed through the interior of the immenfe
Defarts of America, and that of oxen and
{hecp, which has alfo been very great, have
converted thefe people into a nation of Arabs,
comparable in every refpect to thofe that
inhabit the Defarts of Arabia, -Conftantly
] an
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on horfeback, they confider an excurfion of
two hundred leagues asa very fhort journey.
They march, accompanied by their flocks
and herds, feed upon their flefh and milk,
and fometimes cover themfelves with their
{kins, of which they make helmets, courafles,
and bucklers. Hence it appears that the in-
troduction of twodomeftic animals has had
a decifive influence upon the manners of the
tribes which inhabit the country from 8t
Jago to the Straits of Magellan. = All their
old cuftoms are laid afide: they no longer
feed on the fame fruits nor wear the fame
drefs ; but have a more ftriking refemblance
to the Tartars, or to the inhabitants of the
banks of the Red Sea, thanto thmr anceftors
who lived two centuries ago*.’ 1 :

The effeéts of the Mahomedan rchgmn,
which has greatly contributed to the eftab-
lithment and permanency of flavery, has not
in this refpect had an equal influence on
the Arabs. - The foft effeminacy of the Mo-
guls, Perfians, and Mahomedans in general,
is loft in their aétive and ever-changing fpirit.
The neceflities of an Arab call forth the
powers of both body and mind: they have

* Peroufe’s Voyages round the Werld, ch. 3.
neither
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neither time nor inclination to become flaves:
nor would their fubjeétion yield fufficient be=
nefits to counterbalance the hazard, difficul-
ty, and uncertainty of the attempt.

. Intercourfe with women, which in all
firuations and flages of fociety is uniformly
found to diminifth the pataral ferocity of ‘man;
and mould himto gentlenefs-and mildnefs of
manners, has dene nothing for the Arabs:
though their honour lies in the virtue of wo-
men, they are not admitted either ‘as friends
or companions : they have no opportunity to
practife-the arts and blandithments which
form the elegance and - fathion of men, jand
the grace and pride of European Courts.
* A Court without women,” faid Francis
the Firlt of France, ** is like a year without
*t a {pring; and like a fpring without rofes.”
Women are by the Arabs put-at greater dif-
tance than the inhabitants of the Haram or
Seraglio, where they hold converfe of love
with their mafters, and fometimes influence
his actions equally in fmall as in important
eventss - Shaw Jehan; overpowered by the
allurements of love, in granting a requeft to
a favourite flave, commanded her to appear
no more in his prefence, for, faid he, I will

. an nﬂt
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« not have my juftice perverted by my
o weaknefs: "—a rare inftance of virtue in
the defpotic government of the Moguls, but
what is ftrictly adhered to in an'Arab horde,
where that amiable weaknefs is never per-
mitted to interrupt the current of inexorable
juftice..

The wife or concubine of an Arab muft
take her part in the management of the flock.
In this fituation, fhe is more a flave than a
miftrefs, and the impulfe of love gives way
to the utility of fervitude. Hence itis, that
the Turks, Perfians, and Moguls, from dif-
ference of fituation, are more fufceptible of
tender feelings, fuch as depend more on de-
fire than principle, than the Arabs of the
Defart, who are unacquainted with the filken
bonds that influence the paffions and diret
the judgment to eafe and refinement : for the
Juxuries of the Eaft have no ways defaced
the original character of the Arabs. Ablution
they frequently perform ; but not in the effe-
minate manner of -the Turks: nor do they
often indulge in the warm f{pring of a mine-
ral bath which is frequently met with in
the bofom of the Defart. Their vigour is
-unimpaired by that laffitude, whether of the :

corporeal
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eorporeal or mental facultics, which, arifingr
from many caufes, enervates the inhabitants
of the Eaft.

The wants and defires of an Arab are con-
fined to a narrow circle. His clothing is mo-

derate and fimple.  The lower elafs in hoy
- weather are almoft entirely naked ; and when
cold, they clothe themfelves in coarfe wool-
lens, or covering made of wool and camel’s
hair. The Sheicks and principal menare fond
of the mixed ftuffs from Surat, and even of
filk itfelf, with fine cotton or filk turbands of
green or red, and Turkifh boots made of
dyed leather, principally yellow: in their
arms they are particularly choice : Englifh
piftols in particular are highly efteemed :
their own match-locks of Aleppo, and fabres
of Damafcus, they prefer, and I believe de-
fervedly, to any other.

In their food they are abftemious to a won-
der, refraining from all kinds of wine and
fpirituous liquors. They live chiefly on
barley-cakes of unleavened bread, the fruit
of the date-tree, and the milk of every beaft
in the flock. Animal food is but rarely dif-
tributed : hares they have in great abundance,
wild hogs, which is not forbidden by their

law,
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law, and variety of other game. As dex-
trous markfmen, either with fingle ball or a
“miflile weapon, they find great refources in
their fkill and perfeverance. When acamel,
or other animal dies, he is cut up and divided
among the tribe; but itis feldom they put to
death eithera fheep or a goat to gratify their
appetite. Coffee feveral times a day, and
fmoking tobacco with the long Turkifh pipe,
conftitute their only luxury.

It is aftonifhing that a people with few
wants fhould be avaricious and greedy. They
may be truly faid to be poor in the midft of
wealth : their flocks and herds are numerous :
at the age of three years their horfes are fold
to advantage at the great marts of Buffora,
Bagdad, Aleppo, and Damafcus, and they
carefully referve the mares to produce them
colts : a large breed of afles is alfo encouraged
among the Arabs : they are ftrong and hearty,
and ‘fubfift on the little food to be picked
up, and which is particularly feanty in the
fummer when every blade is dry : they are
ufed in carrying falt from the fea coaft to the
villages and ‘towns, and which conflitutes a
confiderable trade ; but the principal and moft

~ ufeful animal is the camel, without whofi
' aid
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aid the Arab could not {ubfift in the midft of
the inhofpitable Defart: their expences are
trifling : none but the great poflefs tents, and
they have little befides their drefs and arms,
a few copper difhes, a Turkifh pipe, and a
coffec-pot : they never boil, and have no ufe:
for cooking utenfils: a clear fire, or the de-
caying . embers are alone neceflary to bake
their bread and prepare their meat: powder,
lead for ball, a knife, with a few filver trink-
€ts, common carpets, a coverlid, and ammu-
nition-box, and creft or dagger, make up the
catalogue of an Arab’s property.

In very cold weather the Arabs collec the
dry bufhes and preferve conftant fires by day
and night: when they fleep they keep clofe
together, well covered over, and the natural
heat of their bodies bids defiance to the in-
tenfe cold of the Defart. The chicfs, by
increafing the number of their long gowns,
effect the purpofe of warmth; and I have
counted no lefs than twelve, one over the
other, an incumbrance fearcely to be credited,
and which reduces to mediocrity the multi-
tudinous coverings of a Dutchman.

The wandering tribes of Syria are better
clothed and lodged than thofe of the Defart:

ﬁ\"ﬂ'}?



( 28 )

every family has a canopy made of ftrong
materials, and principally of coarfe wool or
camel’s hair, fufficient to turn the rain for a
confiderable time. In the cold weather, the
fides, which are left open in fummer, are
built up with the buthes, and form a warm
and comfortable fhelter,

The Arabs are extremely flovenly and dir-
ty in their perfons, indelicate in their food,
and remarkably jealous of their women,
whom, as [ have already obferved, they keep
in {ubjection and fervitule.

The foil of the Defart is various, and every
where uncultivated. The banks of the Eu-
phrates and Tygris, already noticed, yield
abundantly to the hands of the hufbandman,
till this fertility is checked by the Defart at
an inconfiderable diftance.

The moft unfriendly foil between Aleppo
and Buffora is the falt-grounds, extending,
in fome fituations, more than twenty miles in
every direction.  They appear like an im-
menfe lake of fill water bounded by the
horizon, and where the finalleft vegetation
is every where denied ; during the fummer
months the intenfe heat of the fun allows no
refting-place for the fole of the foot, and the

Vor. 1. U Arabs,
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Arabs, who do not travel on camels, after
their day’s journey, find their feet fcorched
and in blifters.

The next in point of flerility is formed
chiefly of ftones, connected and fearcely
affording, from their numbers and depth, the
poflibility of vegetation: for miles in the
dreary wafte no animals are to be feen, be-
fides numberle(s flocks of plovers which every
where abound. .

The fandy foil is not fo barren as cither of
the former. It is interfperfed withlarge tufts
of ftrong bent or grafs, at the diftance of a
few feet, but no other herbage vegetates in fo
unfriendly a fituation. The grafs is of a na-
ture to afford fome nourifhment to the cattle,
although little can be expected from the pro-
duce of foarid a plain.

A light mixture of fand and clay is pro-
ductive of many aromatic herbs, which -in
the fpring put forth their exuberant flowers
in great fragrance, In the fummer they are
burnt up by degrees by the heat of the fun, and
in the winter the powers of vegetation are
checked by the exceflive cold, and the half-
withered fhrubs is the enly food of the camels.

The
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The beft foil confifts of a ftrong loam, ex-
tremely black, and of a foapy. confiftence,
arifing from its richnefs, the want of culti-
vation, and the flagnation of the water at
certain feafons on the Defart. On this {oil
thz aromatic herbs fhoot forth to a confider-
able height, fometimes from four to five
feet, and it is highly capable of agriculture ;
but this is rarely met with till you approach
the banks of the Euphrates, more particu-
larly near the diftri¢t of Buffora, and the
only fituations on the Defart that I could
perceive any appearance of either art or in-
duftry.

In the beds of rivers, where their waters
are abforbed, or where it has ftood in the
winter, fhort fweet grafs is to be met with,
but it*is generally intermixed with the
fhrubs of the Defart. The greateft part of
the grafs is coarfe and unfavory.,

When provender is fcarce, the Arabs feed
their horfes and ‘camels, when on journies,
with barley, dates, barley-flour made up into
balls, and fometimes barley bread ; their
fheep, goats, affes, and cattle are left to fhift

for themfelves,
Uz The
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The climate of the Defart may be divided
into quarters, and partakes of the natural va-
riety, according to the feafons of the year.

From the fituation of Arabia, defended by
neither mountains nor chains of hills, like
the generality of other countries, and where
there is confequently no boundary of fuffis
cient magnitude to break the violence of the
clements, the contraft and wviciffitudes of
the weather is remarkably different from that
of other nations in the fame parallel of lati-
tude ; the heat is more intenfe, and the cold
more intolerable.

The {pring and autumn are temperate ; but
the fummer, from the end of May to Sep-
tember, fcarcely to be endured, and the win-
ter, from November to April, diftreflingly
cold ; befid¢s the Defart being wet and dif-
agreeable, as I experienced on my journey :
and I may fafely fay, that an idea of cold was
never imprefled on my mind with {ufficient
force till I felt the freezing cold of Arabia
Deferta. The ice attached itfelf to our
whifkers ; every pool was frozen over, and
it was not till twelve o’clock in the day that
we could procure water from the fkins we

had
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had for the purpofe; and the Arabs were
frequently obliged to break the ice with large
hatchets, the labour of hours, to obtain a f up-
ply for our journey, or to permit the camels
to drink,

I fhall now fay a few words on the dif-
ferent modes of travelling between Aleppo
and Buffora. In whatever manner a traveller
may be inclined to profecute his journey, he
fhould unequivocally appear to place the
greateft confidence in his Arab conduéors,
This will bind the Arab to him, and direét
thofe feelings of honour to his protection .
and fafety, in which his mind, in certain in-
ftances, is particularly fufceptible,

Should expence be an objed with the tra-
veller, he fhould accompany a Tartar or
Government exprefs, or hire a few Defart
Arabs, who, mounted on dromedaries, will
travel fifty miles a day, and fo reach Buffora
in fixteen days. In this fituation a traveller
muft be contented to fare with the Arab, and
to fpread his carpet at night on the barren
Defart, with an unclouded fky for his ca-
nopy.

Should the trayeller have comfort in view,
a caravan muft be hired at the expence of five

Ug &
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or fix hundred pounds : for this fum from
forty to fixty armed men may be obtained,
and twenty camels for himfelf, to convey
water, tents, and other neceflaries. This
force will be fufficient to prote¢t him againft
the roving predatory Arabs; for the prin-
cipal Sheicks, I have already hinted, are paid
for permiffion to pafs the Defart. In this
mode, early in the {pring or fummer, the
journcy may be performed .in twenty-one
days, though not comfortably ; and, if ex-
pedition is not much required, I would ad-
vife thirty-fix days being allowed. Either
of thefe modes is equally fecure; but the firft
is difagreeable and unpleafant to an Euro-
pean, who is not accuftomed to ride like an
Arab, and to fleep with a fingle covering on
the barren Defart, while his dromedary picks
up a fcanty fubfiftence, to drink bad water,
and to eat dates and barley bread. For thefc
reafons, I condemn Europeans being ever
employed to carry difpatches either out or
home, where expedition is required. It is
fafer and cheaper to difpatch three expreffes
by different routes, than to truft one Euro-
pean. Letters in cypher falling into any
hands can be rarely attended with bad confe-

7 quences ;
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quences ; and it would be hard indeed if one
did not efcape.

The fecond mode is attended with great
expence and delay; not fo much the delay
on the Defart, as the preparations neceffary
for a perfon travelling in the ftyle of an Eaft-
ern prince, with his gunrd's, {couts, tents,
and an innumerable lift of expenfive and un-
neceflary things. At either Aleppo or Buf-
fora an outfit of this kind would require
from ten days to a fortnight ; but the cir-
cumftance of there being feldom any prepa-
rations ready for a journey not often under-
taken, and the removal of our Conful from
- Aleppo, will confiderably add to a traveller’;
diftrefs and inconvenience,
~ A gentleman taking this route for curiofity
fhould allow fufficient time to examine the
ruins of ancient caftles and towns he fome-
times finds near to his route; and the ruins
of Tadmore or Palmyra would repay his cu-
riofity, if there was nothing further to gra-
tify his inquiries,

He fhould alfo allow himfelf fufficient
time to partake of the amufements the De-
fart affords in hunting and fhooting. There
15 no place in the world where courfing

U4 could
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could be practifed with fo much pleafure,
The Arabs have excellent greyhounds, but
their hawks are fuperior to any other in the
univerfe. Hawking on fo extenfivea plain,
where a horfe can gallop in any direction;,
muft, to an amateur, be fuperlatively de-
lightful.

In the neighbourhood of Aleppo, parti-
cularly the Black Mountains, and near to
Sfiri, partridges are very plenty; there are
few on the Defart, excepting in the fummer
at Certain places, where they collet for
water. A few teal and wild duck are fome-
‘times feen, and alfo birds of the gregarious
kind, fomething about the fize and colour
of ablack partridge.

Ravenous animals are fearcely to be met
with. A few lions near to the banks of the
Euphrates, and fome hyenas, jackalls, and
foxes, make up the number of the carnivo-
rous tribe.  Thelittle jerboas, playing their
fantaftical tricks, and gliftening in the fun
round the mouth of their hiding holes, are
every where plenty.  The quicknefs of their
<ye prevents their being fhot. I have fre-
quently attempted it without effe&, as they

generally cover themfelves on perceiving the
flath,
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flath. It is a certain fact in natural hiftory,
that this little animal is exactly fimilar to the
kangaroo of the fouthern hemifphere, but in
miniature, and who, like them, are remarka-
bly playful, and taught, when brought to this
country, a variety of amufing tricks.. In
fhape and colour they are perfectly fimilar,
and particularly in the fhortnefs of their fore-
legs, and the length of their hind ones. The
colour of the jerboa is like that of a hare.
They are no larger thana rat: they are, befide,
inhabitants of the fame latitude, although in
different hemifpheres. Unable to walk, they
jump about, and both correfpond in the erect-
nefs of the tail, and in manner and acion.
In the neighbourhood of Buffora game in
greater variety and number is to be met with,
On the river, duck, teal, and wild geefe, are
innumerable, while the banks afford wild
hog in great plenty, the largeft and fatteft I
ever faw. Shooting them with rifles, or at-
tacking them on horfebeck with lances and
fpears, is a noble and manly exercife. The
partridges, in the date-groves and gardens in
the neighbourhood of Buffora, are a much
finer bird, and larger in fize than oursin Eng
land, and with good dogsafford excellent di-
: verfion,
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verfion. Snipes are alfo numerous. The
Defart, near to Buffora, produces the hy-
barra, a moft beautiful bird of a cinnamon
colour, nearly as big as a turkey, deli-
cious in flavour, and cfieemed among the
Arabs as the firft game produced in their
country. I have feen them followed for half
a day, and at laft fhot with a fingle ball,
Their flight is flow, and they truft more to
their cunning and {wiftnefs of foot than to
their wings; and it is with great caution and
difficulty that an Arab, when he alights
from his camels, gets within fixty or eighty
yards of the game in which he is in pur-
{uit.

Some travellers have recommended a route
to India by the Little Defart : this communica-
tion is alfo by the way of Aleppo, and from
thence to Hilla on the Euphrates, acrofs
Mefopotamia to Bagdad, and down the rapid
ftream of 'the Tygris to Buffora : the journey
from Aleppo to Hilla may be performed in
fourteen or fixteen days ; from Hilla to Bag-
dad in two more; and down the Tygris to
Buffora in five or fix. To this plan I fee
but little objection, provided the traveller
can procure a boatman who will undertake to

give
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give up the general praétice of coming to
anchor every night: but the ftream of the
Euphrates not being fo rapid as that of the
Tygris, travellers who do not hire caravans
on their own account, and who have arrived
too late for the annual Buffora caravan, track
up the rivers to Hilla, from whence they
crofs over to Bagdad by land, thence they
meet the regular caravans for Aleppo.

The caravans of merchants confift from
1000 to 2000 camels, who are fometimes ef-
corted by a body of goo armed men.

There is generally one grand caravan of
this kind, from Buffora to Aleppo, that fets
out in June or July, and returns from Aleppo
the end of the year; they take from forty-
five to feventy days in performing the jour-
ney, but a {mall caravan can accomplifh it
in twenty-five or twenty-{ix days.

From Bagdad two yearly caravans reach
Aleppo ; this journey over the Little Defart
takes up from tweuty-cight to thirty-fix
days.

A party of gentlemen proceeded over-land
in the year 1778, from Bombay, by the route
of Hilla, Bagdad, Aleppo, Latachea, and
Venice, to England ; one of the party al-

fured
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fured me, the delay and inconvenience was
immenfe : they were obliged to difembark
from the large boats on which they left Buf-
fora, and to go on board {mall canocs, long
before they reached Hilla, leaving all their
baggage behind,  The guide apprehended
fo much danger at different villages on the
river, that camerlines, the coarfe woollen
cloaks worn by the Arabs, were thrown
over the travellers to conceal them from
view ; inthis manner, like contraband goods,
half fuffocated, they were fimuggled to Hilla.
Nothing in the world would induce this
gentleman again to undertake the fame route,
for, befide the dangerand expence, he was ten’
months in getting home.

Another relation which I had will, [ am
perfuaded, be fufficient to prevent any travel-
ler from returning to England by the Little
Defart, and which confirms the affertion that
the inhabitants on the banks of the Eu-
phrates are faithlefs and fanguinary in the
extreme,

Mr. Brodie, Mr. Stark, Captain O’Meara,
and fome other gentlemen, in the year 1?83.
undertook a journey to England, by the way
- of Buffora; on their arrival there in the
month
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month of December following, after a tedi-
ous paffage of fix weeks from Bombay, they
found the Defart in an unfettled ftate from
the private difputes of the Arab chiefs.
Thefe gentlemen, through the medium of
Mr. Latouche, endeavoured to obtain an
efcort of Zebeer Arabs, and advanced a fum
of money for the purpofe of procuring
guards and camels, but in this their expecta-
tion fell thort, for they had the mortification
to learn that the eamels they had purchafed
on the Defart, by means of the Arabs, were
plundered by their enemies, and all their
preparations entirely deftroyed : this deter-
mined the party to track up to Hilla in
boats, from thence to crofs over to Bagdad,
and to purfue their journey to Aleppo by the
route of Moful, Jefleera, Orfa, and Bir. ;

A gentleman of their party, Mr. Hare,
formed a refolution of fetting out in company
with a Frenchman, a Greek, and an Arme-
nian merchant, attended by their fervants, and
they accordingly embarked on the Euphrates
and proceeded up the river.

The day after, Mr. Brodie and his party
followed. Mr. Latouche had taken the pre-
caution of writing to the principal men or

' heads
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heads of the different tribes and villages on
the river, and accompanied one letter in par-
ticular with a prefent to a perfon whofe
good intentions towards travellers he had
reafon to fufpect.

No man ever deferved better at the hands
of the Arabs, or was more highly refpected
and efteemed amongft them, than Mr. La-
touche; his wonderful humanity and bound-
lefs generofity to the unhappy captives of
Zebeer, had gained him their warmeft affec-
tion. When Buffora was befieged by the
Perfians, he theltered within his own walls,
and under the protection of the factory and
the Englith flag, the principal people, with
their wives and families, and when the mi-
ferable inhabitants of Zebeer, according to
the cuftom of the Perfians to prifoners taken
in war, became the flaves of their opponents,
he ranfomed them without diftintion at his
own expence,

With thefe advantages our travellers had
little to apprehend, and as they underftood
the countries through which they meant to
pafs were in a tranquil ftate, after a deten-
tion of fome months at Buflora, it was with
pleafure they embarked with their equipage

on
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on boats of a fize proper and convenient for
the navigation of the river.

For fome days nothing material occurred ;
their progrefs was flow, but they were con-
foled with the idea of approaching home in
peace and fafety.

Our travellers, when they reached a vil-
lage about 140 miles above Buffora, found
a young man, fon to the Sheick, for whom
Mr. Latouche’s prefent was intended, wait-
ing for them. He was attended by a fmall
guard, and charged with a note from Mr.
Hare, highly expreflive of the good treat-
ment he had - received from the Sheick: he
allo informed his friends that he had fhewn to
the Sheick his arms and Indian curiofities,
and advifed the like attention from Mr,
Brodie’s party, which they conceived to be an
inftance of extreme imprudence in Mr. Hare,
and determined to obferve a line of con-
duct totally different. They delivered the
prefents intended for the father into the
hands of his fon. After feeling the parcel
which' contained them fome time with his
hands, he requefted that a part might be ap-
propriated to himfelf, without the knowledge
of his father. The gentlemen reprefented

the
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the impropriety of fuch conduct, and point
ed out that the packet was fealed down, and
confequently became a facred depofit. The
young man haftily replied, that he obferved
the feal which had given the impreflion
hanging to the watch of one of the company,
for his eyes were not idle in regarding the
property of the party, and added it could be
again eafily affixed. Difappointment feemed
to have little effect on the Arab’s temper, for
~ he very deliberately, three times during the

interview, difpatched exprefles to his father’s
village, which lay a few miles higher up on
the banks of the Euphrates: during this
converfation he exprefied himfelf in the moft
friendly terms, telling them how happy the
company of the travellers would make his
father, and that he had provided largely for
their entertainment. The travellers, though
anxious to proceed, were delayed under vari-
ous pretences, and even at laft they were
given to underftand that they could not leave
their prefent fituation for that night. This
they relu@antly complied with, and retired
to reft into their own boats, as they were
yet altogether unconfcious of deceit or per-
- fidy on the past of their conduétor: they

took
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took no particular cdre to be on the watch
during the night, notwithftanding they had
heard reports late in the evening not very fa-
vourable to their pretended friends.

Thefe reports were intimated to their fer-
vants by fome women on the banks of the
river, who, from the natural: foftnefs and
fympathy of the fex, were willing to apprife
them of their danger ; they even informed
Mr. Brodie’s attendants that violence had
been offered to the other travellers, and that
they were plundered of their property.

At fun-rife they proceeded on their jour-
ney, accompanied by the young Sheick. The
report of the preceding evening now gained
confiderable credit from the intelligence of
feveral people they met on the river: before
their arrival at the village where the enter-
tainment was faid to be provided, noneof
the party had the fmalleft doubt from the
information given them, but that Mr, Hare
and his unfortunate companions were mur-
dered by the very people on whofe pro-
tection they were about to throw them-
felves.

It was utterly impoffible to avoid the vil-
lage, and equally impoflible to avoid receiv-

Vor. I. X ing
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ing a guard from thence, as the Sheicks of
the different villages on the river are entitled
to partake of the plunder of an European
traveller, under pretence of affording him
protection.

Caution and determination were now re-
quifite to fhield our travellers from the wick-
ed plot agitated againft them. To confirm
their apprehenfions, the young Sheick had by
this time landed from the boats to proceed on
by land. Sufpicion being awake, the arms
were examined and diftributed amongft the
fervants, and every thing put in the beft or-
der for defence that their fituation would ad-
mit of : in this trying dilemma they landed
at the village which the evening before had
(heltered the moft cruel affaffins that ever
degraded the name of men: the circumfpec-
tion of our travellers, the blunderbuffes with
which they were provided in.particular, and
the refolution they evinced, deterred the: A-
yabs from commencing open hoftilities. To
cotroborate the apprehenfions of the party,
the old Sheick was not to be found, no en-
tertainment provided, and a number of arm-
ed men befpoke o fymptoms of either fafety
or quict. :
: The
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The Arabs of the village now no longes
pretended to conceal the unhappy cataftrophe
of the preceding evening : they pretended to
be much grieved, and afferted boldly that
the accident had happened at the next vil-
lage, whither they intended to efcort Mr.
Hare, had they not been prevented by the
obftinate refufal of the unfortunate gentle-
man : they were, however, as they pretended,
determined to efcort our party in fuch a
numhber as would effetually prevent the like
accident. - Some of thefe wretches went {o
far as to fay that they had feen the mangled
remains of the deceafed, a hand , an arm, and
a leg, in order to imprefs a horrid idea of the
eruelty of the inhabitants of the adjacent vil-
lage. Thefe fpecious affertions only ferved to
inflame ‘the minds of our travellers, and to
make ‘them more refolutely determined to
defend themfelves to the laft extremity ; they
pofitively refufed a guard from the village,
and obferved that they were able to proteét
their perfons and the little property they
had, but that they would neverthelefs pay
the accuftomed fum in the fame manner as
if they accepted of their fervices. The party
continued in a body during this conference

X 2 with
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with their arms in their hands, whilft the A-
rabs began to be ¢lamorous, and infifted that
they were unjuitly fufpected. A few ftones
were thrown, and they continued affembling
in a tumultuous manner.  Qur party refolved
not to commence hoftilities till they received
a difcharge of fmall arms from the Arabs,
whofe condu¢t and intentions towards them
were no longer equivocal. On fome further
infults being offered, they levelled their picces
without any intention to fire: this proved not
-a little alarming to the Arabs, who immedi-
ately commenced a parley, and thewed's with
to accommodate the difference: they pre-
tended they were forry if any mifunderftand-
ing had taken place, and with feeming indif-
ference permitted their immediate departure,
though not without obliging the party to
receive on board their boats feventy of their
armed people,

The gentlemen kept together, and, contrary
to their ufual cuftom, embarked on the fame
boat, in which they could not prevent from
thirty to forty of the Arabs from accompa-
nying them. Thefe unpleafant companions,
during the day, affected to be much hurt at

 the diftruft with which they were treated:: they
were
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were affured that it was not intended to thew
greater miftruft of them more than of others,
but it was the cuftom of theirnation to travel
with their arms in their hands. No cordiality
could be fuppofed to exift on this occafion, and
our party, on arriving at the village, difmiffed
their unwelcome companions. On their land-
ing a melancholy tale was unfolded : Mr.
Hare’s cook, who had received five fmall
balls in his neck, made known the whole of
this difaftrous ftory, and which he related in
the following manner :—About an hour after
the Sheick had received the note from Mr.
Hare to difpatch to Mr. Brodie’s party, that
gentleman retired to reft.  About ten o’clock
he was attacked in his tachtrivan after he
had got to fleep, and wounded with a fpear,
though not mortally : he attempted to defend
himfelf, and actually got hold of his Iﬁ)wﬁng
piece, but was cut down by one of the Arabs.
The fate of the others was not lefs calamitous;
the French gentleman and the Greek were
both killed, the Armenian miferably wound-
ed, and the property plundered. This hor-
rid and unparalleled act of perfidy and cruelty,
fo contrary to the charaieriftic of a Defart
Arab, with whom any man that breaks

X3 bread
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" bread is perfecly fafe and becomes from that
moment his protegé, was determined on before
the arrival of Mr, Hare. The inhabitants of
the village our travellers were now arrived at
had the molt certain intelligence of their de-
fign, and had abfolutely collected a number
of their tribe in order to prevent its execution;
on their march to execute fo generous and
noble an undertaking, accounts were brought
of the unfortunate event, and the friendly
Arabs returned to their houfes.

A more fhocking or a more perfidious
ation {tands not upon record, or of a more
trying fituation for a {mall body encompafled
by blood-thirfty and cruel murderers. The
depredations committed by an highway rob-
ber is honourable in the extreme, when com-
pared to an action that ftamps the perpetra-
tors with indelible infamy and reproach, and
draws to our recollection an enumeration of
thefe horrors at which humanity recoils.

The hardthips of their jourmey were not
confined to this circumftance alone. After
their arrival at Bagdad, the refidence of a
Turkith Pacha of confiderable influence,

they might have expected at leaft pmtc&mn,
and being free from infult,

The
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The Pacha, it is true, allowed them two
Agas for the immediate attendance on their
perfon,and agreed to provide themwith horfes
at his own expence to Aleppo; but at Moful
two of the gentlemen were robbed in the
face of day, when walking to obferve fome
ruins, and attended by an Aga, but whofe
influence was of no avail : on another occa-
fion, when the party had left the caravan-
ferai, where they had flept the night, ex-
cepting one gentleman, the door was fhut
upon him, and he was detained infide, al-
though, on being mifled by the others, they
returned with the guard, and demanded ad-
mittance, but which was not granted till
after the payment of a confiderable fum.

Under all thefe degrading and humiliating
circumftances, no redrefs was to be procured.
On complaint being made to the Pacha, or
governor of towns and provinces, fome fool-
ith or trifling excufe was {ubftituted in the
room of material juftice. The fact was, the
imbecility of the Turkith government was
by no means equal to check the arrogance
and unbounded infolence of their Arabian
{ubjeéts, who publicly exclaimed that Chrif-
tians had no bufinefs in their country, and

X 4 confe-
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confequently muft fubmit to their umuﬁ: and
violent demands,

The Pacha of Moful himfelf declared that
he had not a man that he could confide on to
protet our travellers, on their appruaching_
journey to Aleppo, till fuch-time as a detach-
ment of his cavalry arrived.

They made their appearance in a few days,
when a certain number were ordered to efcort
the travellers.

In proceeding onward their caravan increafed
confiderably from the villages they had paffed.
Numbers of people looking for protection
included themfelves in the mumber; but
they were as little fecure as if they had been
left a prey to the predatory Arabs of the De-
fart. Thefe mignions of defpotifm, whilit
they defired the Englifh gentlemen to remain
quiet and undifturbed fpecators of their in.
famy, furrounded the unfortunate victims,.
from whom they extorted money and valua,
bles : this circumftance regularly happened
when a fufficient number of frefh'adventurers
were collected, and before long thefe poor
people, by frequent repetition, were deprived
of every part of the property they had origi-
nally fet out with, and left deflitute of fup-

port,
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port. It was now time for the guard to
think of extorting fomething from the
Englifh gentlemen. They were arrived
within two days’ journey of Aleppo, when
the horfemen made a demand of a certain
fum. The party refufed in the moft pe-
remptory terms to give a parah before their
arrival at the capital whither they were
bound by the Pacha’s orders to be conduéted.
The Turks attempted every means fhort of
‘open violence to compel the payment of their
demands, and when they found it ufelefs and
ineffectual to urge it further, they to a man
galloped off, leaving the gentlemen to make
the beft of their way to Aleppo. Fortunately
fome of their caravan knew the track, and rea-
dily undertook to conduct them. The re-
mainder of the journey was performed with
tolerable eafe, and with far more quiet and
regularity than they had before experiénced
from their licentious and turbulent guards.
The conduét of the better kind of Turks
was at leaft civil and obliging ; in particular,
in the diftri¢t of Jefleera, the ftrangers were
received with the greateft hofpitality and
kindnefs : they were loaded with provifions
and efcorted by fome of the Governor’s peo-

ple
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ple to the frontiers of their country :—a
country cultivated to the higheft perfection,
and appearing with all the luxuriance of a
garden, Qurtravellers, fo much ufed to extor-
tion, made fome hefitation in receiving the fu-
perfluity of prefents, dreading the return which
might be expected from them; but to their
aftonifhment, when the fervant of the Pacha
took leave, they not only moft pofitively re-
fufed being paid for the provifions {upplied
them, but even would not accept of any gra-
tuity for themfelves.

The danger and fatigue of this journey
exceeds belief, and it was with the moit
pleafing fatisfaction that our travellers found
themfelves at Marfcilles twenty months after
their departure from Calcutta.

After all their difafters, they were under
the neceflity of undergoing the mortification
of confinement in the Lazaretto at Marfeilles
for ninetcen days, during which time their
fituation was rendered as cafy and commodi-
ousas from the nature of the cafe with fafety to
the public could poflibly be permitted, In the
year 1720, Marfeilles expericnced the bane-
ful effects of the plague, the moft dreadful
of all diforders incident to the human race.

Their
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Their misfortunes and paft dangers were
forgotten in the profpect of foon fecing their
native country, and in the holfpitable and
agreeable manners of the French nation.

On a general review of this fubject, drawn
from the impreflion which the various vi-
ciflitudes of the journey made on my mind,
as well as from the genius and charater
of the Arabs, I would obferve, which ever
mode may be preferred by a traveller in
crofling the Defart, that attention be paid in
the obfervance of the following general max-
ims as contributing to his comfort and effen-
tial to his welfare:—

In the firft place, never to difplay oftenta-
tious finery and excite the crime of avarice in
the heart of an Amb.

edly. To obferve an equality of temper
to even the loweft Arab of your caravan, to
forgive his little impertinent curiofity, fmile
at his wonder and furprife, and appear as
much as poflible to be onan equal footing.

gdly. In cafes of petty thefts, or of be-
ing infulted, which is feldom the cafe, never
to chaftife the offender yourfelf; coolly repre-
fent the fact to the Sheick, who will doample

juftice,
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ple to the frontiers of their country :—a
country cultivated to the higheft perfection,
and appearing with all the luxuriance of a
garden. Ourtravellers, fo much ufed to extor-
tion, made fome hefitation in recciving the fu-
perfluity of prefents, dreading the return which
might be expected from them; but to their
aftonithment, when the fervant of the Pacha
took leave, they not only moft pofitively re-
fufed being paid for the provifions fupplied
them, but even would not accept of any gra-
tuity for themfelves.

The danger and fatigue of this journey
exceeds belief, and it was with the moit
pleafing fatisfaction that our travellers found
themfelves at Marfeilles twenty months after
their departure from Calcutta.

After all their difafters, they were under
the neceffity of undergoing the mortification
of confinement in the Lazaretto at Marfeilles
for nineteen days, during which time their
fituation was rendered as ealy and commodi-
ousas from the nature of the cafe with fafety to
the public could poffibly be permitted, In the
year 1720, Marfeilles experienced the bane-
ful effe@s of the plague, the moft dreadful
of all diforders incident to the human race.

: Their



( 315 )
Their misfortunes and paft dangers were
forgotten in the pmfpc& of foon fecing their
native country, and in the hofpitable and
agreeable manners of the French nation.

On a general review of this fubject, drawn
from the impreffion which the various vi-
ciffitudes of the journey made on my mind,
as well as from the genius and character
of the Arabs, I would obferve, which ever
mode may be preferred by a traveller in
crofling the Defart, that attention be paid in
the obfervance of the following general max-
ims as contributing to his comfort and effen-
tial to his welfare:—

In the firft place, never to difplay oftenta-
tious finery and excite the crime of avarice in
the heart of an Arab.

odly. To obferve an equality of temper
to even the loweft Arab of your caravan, to
forgive his little impertinent curiofity, {mile
at his wonder and furprife, and appear as
much as poffible to be on an equal footing.

adly. In cafes of petty thefts, or of be-
ing infulted, which is feldom the cafe, never
to chaftife the offender yourfelf; coolly repre-
fent the fac to the Sheick, who will doample
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juftice, and with more ftricknefs than perhaps
you would require.

4thly. Never to mix with ftrangers or
quit yourencampment, or wander into the vil-~
lages or huts of other Arabs without a proper
guard : thofe who are bound to protect you
will moft affuredly do it; but you muft by no
means look for civil treatment without the
precinéts of your own tribe.

sthly.  In every matter relative to the De-
fart be entirely guided by the Sheick : in fhort,
appear to have no will of your own, but be
entirely under his protection. The more
confidence you appear to put in an Arab the
better he is pleafed, and the more he will find
his honour interefted, and confequently afford
you fafe efcort and protection.

6thly. Put on the drefs of the natives as
foon as poffible after your landing in 2 Ma-
homedan country, or even before, if you can
procure it: and ‘the drefs I would advife
to be correfpondent to the manner in which
you propofe to travel, but never to be beyond
that of the middling ranks of life.

Although it is fearcely poffible to difguife
yourfelf from the knowledge of a Tirkor
Amb, even with the help of whifkers, and

obferving
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obferving a ftrict filence, yet it evinces a res
fpeét for the people, and a wifh to be confi=
dered on a friendly footing with the inhabi-
tants, who feel themfelves not a little grati-
fied at this mark of attention, and will fre-
quently confer a favour on this account when
they would refufe common civility to any
perfon in the drefs of an Euzopean': upon the
whole, it isa fact to be dcpended on, that the
Arabians of the Defart pay more refpect and
attention to a Chriftian than they doto a
Turk, for whom they entertaina rooted aver-
fion and inviolable diflike.

To the intelligent obferver of the human
mind, and of the effect which from certain
caufes refult from its operation, it will not be
a matter of furprife that enmity thould fubfift
between the Arabs and the Turks. The Arabs
are the indigen of the foil, by whofe means and
influence the Mahomedan religion was eftab-
lithed and diffeminated, whilft the Turks are
depredators, who exercife the right by which
their fuperiority was acquired ina manner the
moft arbitrary and overbearing. The Arabs,
no lefs ferocious than their oppreflors, {fub-
mit unwillingly, with filent and fullen mo-

rofenefs, to thofe extortions, and to that yoke
which
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which,although they cannot totally throw off,
is neverthelefs but a faint and uncertain fub-
jugation. The empire of the Turks was
raifed and propagated by the fword, aided by
the inftitutes and precepts of a fanguinary
religion; and the nations who have fallen
under their power, lettheir religion be what
it may, are regarded as inferior beings, and
fubjected to all the contumely and pride of
their vanquifhers. The means by which the
Turks have acquired the dominion which
they enjoy in Europe, and in Afia, isa pro-
per object of inquiry, and it is not foreign to
our purpofe to trace the rife, progrefs, and
advancement of their unwieldy and divided
empire.

It has been already noticed that the pro-
grefs of fcience has taken its courfe from
the Eaft to Weft, whilft irruption and con-
queft has been from the North to South,
The contact of thefe difcordant and oppofite
principles has ended in the total fubverfion
of every thing noble, clevated, and ingeni-
ous. In climes, which have thus felt the in-
fluence of the fword, fcience has been long
dormant: and it is only by a limited gradation
that it has preferved, in its courfe, derivingim-

provement,
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provement, though flowly, from the extenfive
and complicated intellect of man. The Celts
and Teutons iffued from their favage wilds on
the borders of the Baltic and northern ocean,
and over-ran the fineft countries of Europe,
The hiftory of their hoftile tribes muft be left
to the page of hiftory, where the fuccefles
of the Vandals, Goths, Oftro-Goths, and Vi-
zi-Goths, are fully elucidated, The Teu-
tonic was the vernacular tongue of Swe-
den, Denmark, and Norway, but is now loft
in the different emanations of dialeft inte
which it has branched out.. In Iceland it
is ftill fpoken; and it is remarkable that
this ifland was the feat of learning when
Europe was immerfed in total darknefs.
The fame remark is alfo applicable to Ire-
land and the Hebrides, particularly Icolm-
kiln, where learning alfo found an afylum
during the irruptions of the barbarians inte
Europe. The Fensor Venni from the banks
of the Danube and the Euxine made fimilar
depredations, and gave their language to
Ruflia, Poland, and Sclavonia,

The Croats and Wallachians, who are of
the fame race, arc at this day as little ci-
vilifed as their anceftors. It is a curious faét,

- that
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that civilization has, in no period of hiftory,
vifited the banks of the Lower Danube: The
provinces, watered by this turbulent and rapid
river, have, from the earlieft ages, been the
nurfery of barbarifm and ferocity, and from
whence at this day the beft warriors of the
Houfe of Auftria arc fupplied. When we
contemplate favage nature, although it is
neither tobe praifed nor envied, it neverthelefs
impreffes on the human mind traces of ge-
nuine and noble fentiments, which com-
mands our admiration and refpect. Courage
may be confidered as the firft point of pre-
eminence in nature: the precurfor of fub-
. ordination and aggrandizement, and the
advancement of focial order and ‘regular
governments. In my way to Valenciennes,
in the month of. Auguft 1793, I vifited
the: Auftrian hofpital at Bruffels, where
4000 foldiers were languifhing under the -
agonies of death and wounds. The manly
and intrepid fufferings of thofe hardy fel-
lows interefted our fympathy and efteem
in the liveliet manner. The Croats and
Sclavonians, from the banks of the Drave
and the Save, and the Wallachians and
Moldavians from the banks of the Danube

and
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and the borders of the Black Sea, were
here mingled together, and divided into
different wards, according to the nature of
their cafe, from flight gun-fhot wounds to
the moft dreadful amputations which the
human frame is capable to fupport. No
complaints, no murmuring was to be heard.
I was happy to fee that they were well and
carefully attended to. The wild and rugged
appearance of thefe half favages, for they
could be eafily diftinguithed from the other
Auttrian and German troops by a marked
afperity of charatter and careleffnefs for
drefs, occafioned me to afk the furgeon who
attended us what were the ftrongeft propen-
fities and defires of thofe men: he replied,
* Brandy, when they can procure it, and to
“ be again led againft the enemy.” He in-
formed me, that in the month of June, the
preceding year, a detachment of Wallachians
arrived in Bruffels barefooted, nor could they
be induced to encumber themfelves on the
march with fhoes and ftockings.  About this
time Courtray was taken by M. Luckner,
and the Imperial army was in fight of the
French. Such was the impetuofity of the
- Wallachians, on hearing this intelligence, that
Vozr. 1. ¥ they



( 322 )

they demanded to be carried to the camp that
was neareft to the coemy. So violent and
clamorous were they in this demand, that it
became neceflary to affure them, no time
fhould be loft, after they were refrefhed from
a march of 1500 miles from their own
country, and that they were properly fup-
plied with arms and ammunition, In grant-
ing their requeft. : '

It was referved, however, for the Huns
and Tartars, from the plains of Tartary, to

invade the countries of their fouthern neigh-
bours, and at different’ times to become the
conquerors of India, China, Perfia, and even
part of Europe and Africa.

The fmalleft ftates, invigorated by energy
of mind, defire of plunder, and reftleffnefs of
temper, have reared the greateft empires.
But as organization, which is not founded on
the pure and folid bafis of virtue, and of pub-
lic and private juftice to individuals, muft be
ever fubject to decay, fo they as quickly
have fallen into the abyfs from which they
had been formed. menngﬂ' other tribes
Amoft unknown and unnoticed, there exifted
in that track of country, fituated on the caft-
ern fhores of the Cafpian Sea, and extending -

towards
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towards the lake Aral, a fet of banditti, of
the Tartar or Scythian race, who, following
the general example of the times, feized on
the kingdom of Armenia, then a flourithing
and independent ftate, and named it Turco-
mania, after that of their own horde.

The origin of our Tartar and Scythian
forefathers is a defideratum in the natural
hiftory of Man; no trace or probable account
of thefe hordes has been tranfmitted either
by our earlieft hiftorians, or handed down
from oral tradition : indeed, the countries from
whence they rufhed like a torrent on their
neighbours was unknown in the days of
Homer or Hefiod. The ancients, prior to
this period, confidered that the only habit-
able part of the world was confined to the
temperate zone, bounded on one hand to-
wards the fouth by infupportable heat, unfit
to be inhabited by man, and on the other,
towards the north, by the regions of Tarta-
rus, chaos, and eternal night. The pillars
of Hercules was the utmoft limit to the
fouth, the ocean to the weft, and the Borif-
thenes to the ealt. Beyond this river they
knew a favage race exifted, but of whofe

Yz hiftory
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hiftory or origin they knew nothing. The
Elbe and the Baltic, and the 57th degree of
north latitude, terminated their knowledge
towards the Poles, regarding which all was
doubt and uncertainty, and which were fup-
pofed to be envelopped in cold and darknefs,

The firft irruptions of thefe barbarian
hordes were received by the ancients with
aftonifhment and wonder, and the philofophy
of the day was at a lofs to account for the
numerous warlike banditti that emigrated
from the Wolga and the Don, from the Caf-
pian and the platform of Tartary. This nor-
thern hive, the mother of nations, was di-
vided into numberlefs hordes, who iffued
forth under their various leaders. As thefe
hordes acquired by degrees poffeflion of bet-
ter cultivated countries than their own, they,
from intercourfe and the exampleof their more
polithed and induftrious neighbours, became
more ftationary ; they affumed, in fome de-
gree, a new charader, approaching in fome
meafure to civilization and order, and be-
came independent diftricts, each fubjedt ta
its particular khan. The progrefiive attain-
ment of civilization was not only flow, but

precarious,
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precarious, and greatly depended on favour-
able and concurring circumftances to render
it permanent and ufeful.

This emigration, from the banks of the
Caipian, took place about the end of the 8th
century, nearly two hundred years after the
appearance of Mahomed, and while the Tur-
comans were yet Pagans, and unacquainted -
with his doérines, or thofe of any eftablifhed
religion, |

In the year 1038 Perfia was dependent on
the Saracens, the governor of which had
been previoufly invefted with the title of
Sultan by the Caliphs. Tongrel Beg being
at this time called in, with a body of Turks,
to quell fome inteftine commotions, found
means to obtain poffeflion of that kingdom,
and he and his followers embraced the reli-
gion of Mahomed. Their rapid fuccefs made
them formidable to the Caliphs, whofe feat
of empire was Bagdad, and they were invited
by them to ferve as auxiliaries in their army,
in’ order to fupprefs infurrections which then
{ubfifted in their diftant provinces. Tongrel
Beg was appointed by the reigning Caliph
in the year 1055, ** Temporal Licutenant of
* the commander of the Faithful :” from this

Y3 flep.
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ftep the gradation was cafy, and the whole
péwer of the Kaliphat fell into his hands. The
fertile country of Cilicia, now Caramania,
did not efcape, but like other countries, toge- .
ther with a part of Afia Minor, became his
prey. At length the manners and habits
of thofe fugcefsful adventurers, from religion
and intercourfe with more polifhed nations,
was confiderably changed, and the northern
hordes of Tartars, emulous to acquire new
territories, began to prefs on all fides, and fo
threaten the exifience of the Turkifh empire.
Thofe barbarous tribes, like the waves of the
fea, propelled cach other, and forcing the
Turks from Perfia, obliged them, about the ycar
1200, to retire to Iconium in Cilicia, where
they fixed themfelves, and turned their arms
{till more to the fouth. Thirty-nine years
afterwards a defcendant of Gengis Khan feized
on Bagdad, and circumfcribed their power in
that quarter, as the Mamalukes alittle before
had alfo done /in India and Paleftine. The
greatnefs of the Turks was now evidently on
the decline, for even their kingdom of Ca-
ramania was divided into fmall independent
ftates. Under this toparchy the energy of the
furks was for a while fufpended, till Of-

man,
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man, or Othman, reftored their former {plen-
dour, and laid the foundation of their prefent
empire. This prince, a reputed defcendant
of the great Gengis, was fovereign of a fmall
diftrict in Caramania. His feat of govern-
ment was called Kara-Chifer, where he af-
fumed the title of Sultan, and laid the plans
of his future elevation, and the bafis on
which it was founded now remains to be in-
veftigated.

The policy of Mahomed in the formation
of his new religion led him to difcover the
means by which he could call into action
the ftrongeft energy of the human mind.
Surrounded by delightful and productive
countries, his aim was conqueft, and his
fyftem aggrandizement. He found that
opinion governed every action of man, and |
in the end would triumph owver all oppo-
fition. I: was neceffary to provoke a flimu-
lus, which by action and re-action fhould
produce the effect, and he readily forefaw -
that its full force would be obtained by a
renewal of thofe calamities which in the firft
ages of Chriftianity had involved the world
in arms, and drawn forth thoufands of wil-
ling and determined victims to the opinions

Y 4 they
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they had embraced. In his code of laws, ab-
ftinence was effentially neceffary to fubordi-
' -pation and health, * Zeal was inculcated and
ftrengthened by the liberal promife of plun-
der in the prefent world, and of the higheft
gratification of fenfual pleafures in that to
come. He flrengthened his religion by the
Ipirit of predeftinaiion, and the certainty of
eternal happinefs to thofe who fhould be
killed in battle. The road was open to pre-
ferment from the loweft to the higheft orders
of his fubjeéts, and firi¢t difcipline was
every where preferved. He carefully ftudied
the temper and difpofition of his people, the
effect of climate, and the paffions refulting
from it ; he contrived to work up the minds
of his adherents to a pitch of religious
frenzy, fupported by bigotry and fuperfti-
tion, before which all refiftance was in vamn,
and carried fire and fword in every direction,
under the fpecious pretext of making profe-

Iytes to his new religion. :
Othman, the founder of the Ottoman Em-
pire, was poflefled of abilities and enterprife ;
he had powers fufficient to reafon on caufes
and effcéts, and to draw from both the pro-
per inferences and conclufions,  That fyftem
which
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which had added fo materially to the bril-
liancy of Mahomed’s fucceflors; could not fail
of being equally advantageous to him, pro-
vided he could dire& the current of opinion
into the fame or fimilar channels. Oth-
man commenced his carcer by converting
religion to the vileft purpofes of rapine and
devaftation. The religious orders of all
claffes were directed to proclaim and enforce
the domineering fpirit of their anceftors,
** that nothing was fo worthy of a Mahome-
*¢ dan as reducing the whole univerfe to their
‘“law, and in particular to undertake the
““ entire reduction of Chriftendom.” As a
prince of amilitary {pirit, he put himfelfat the
head of his army ; he directed obedience and
difcipline, and his punifhments were juft,
though fevere and inftantancous. His ob-
ject being conqueft, he turned his attention
to the reduction of the little ftates of Cara-
mania, which he without difficulty fubjected
to his power, He now proceeded with his
~ army towards Bithynia, a fruitful and plea-
fant country, bounded by the Bofphorus and
Propontis on the weft, on the fouth by Mount
Olympus, on the north by the Euxine Sea,
and on the eafl by the river Parthenius. This

kingdom
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kingdom fell under the yoke, and he fettled
himfelf at Burfa, or Prufa, a large and popu-
Jous city, where he eftablifhed the capital of
his new empire, and to which nearly the

whole of Afia Minor was fpeedily added,
To Othman fucceeded a race of princes,
who, like him, united to energy and perfonal
courage, that fyftem of devaftation, rapine,
and fanguinary cruelty, which ftamped the
* charaer of the Turks above all the nations
of the earth. From 1308, the year which
terminated the life of Othman, they con-
tinued in a continual career of vidtory, till,
under the reign of their great Jawgiver, So-
lyman the Magnificent,. they attained the
fummit of their perfection, and in particular
they excelled all other countrics of their time
in the military-art: at this period the Turks
were doubtlefs the firft nation in the world,
for the arts and feiences were only begin-
ning to beam their kindly influence over
Europe.© During their original fucceffes,
their fovercigns were contented with the ap-
pellation of Sultan, and it was not till after
the taking of Conftantinople that they afs
{fumed the title of Emperor. To mark the
gradation by which they, rofe to their exalted
I pitch
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pitch of power and greatnefs, it need only
be obferved, that in the year 1362 the
Turks took Adrianople from the Greeks,
which they made their feat of empire, and
by the year 1393, Bajazet the Firft had con-
quered Thrace, Macedonia, Thefialy, and
the greateft part of Meffia and Bulgaria. ' In
the year 1445, Amurat the Second took the
Peleponefus and all Greece.  Scanderbeg,
prince of Epirus, long and fuccefsfully op-
pofed him§ he led-his faithful adherents with
unexampled courage and perfeverance, and re-

peatedly defeated the Turks, to whom he was

a continual fcourge, till death deprived his |
country of his patriotic efforts in the caufe of
liberty and independence. The Turks were
now firmly fixed in Europe, and lad left the
Greek emperors little befide the city of Con-
ftantinople : neither were they left long to
poflefs the laft flake of their original great-
nefs.© On the 2gth of May, 1453, the city
was facked by Mahomet the Second ; this
event was marked by acts of barbarity and
cruelty fhocking to humanity. Conftantino-
ple exceeded in grandeur and richnefs all
~ the cities in the univerfe, when it fell a prey
- to the rapacious grafp of the Turks. Baja-
Zet
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zet the Second followed the footfteps of his
father Mahomet, whofe good fortune did not
. forfake him, Solyman the Second, named the
Magnificent, turning his arms to the Eaft,
in the year 1534 took Bagdad, all Afiyria,
and. Mefopotamia, then fubjeét to the crown
of Perfia: in 1574, Selim the Second over-
ran Moldavia and all Wallachia, took the
Hland of Cyprus and part of Dalmatia from
the Venetians. The enmity of ithe Turks
feemed now to be particularly pointed againft
this republic. About the middle of the 17th
eentury commenced the great conteft for the
ifland of Candia: it had always been the
policy of the Turks, on the appearance of dif-
content or broils at home, to turn the at-
tention of (heir fubjects to forcign wars ; and
it was an eflablithed maxim, that it was not
permitted, for the emperor of that nation to
remain indolent at home, poffefling only the
dominion which had been ‘handed down to
him from pofterity : but it was his duty, by
continued and increafed exertions, to accu-
mulate more and more, and extend the
faith of Mahomet to the extremitics of the
globe.
In the year 1645, Ibrahim landed 74,600
men
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men in Candia, but the famous fiege did
not commence till his fuccefflor Mahomet
the Fourth, on the 11th of May, 1667,
began the attack. During the fiege not
lefs than 40,000 Chriftians and 120,000
Turks fell on both fides. Candia fursender-
ed in 1669, at which time it was obferved by
De Ia Quillatiere, a French traveller, on the
fpot, ** that the difference between the Turks
“ and other European powers, in martial
“ difcipline, confifted in the former being
“ more obedient to their officers, having
© * more unity amongft themfelves, being,
“ more fober and lefs fugitive.”

We have now traced the empire of the
Turks from its origin to the zenith of its
glory. Since that period to the prefent time
it has beenand ftill continues to be on the de-
cline : as it isa dominion not formed for du-
rability by reciprocal laws between the fove-
reign and the fubject, we need not be fur.
prifed at its fudden diffolution : when that
event fhall take place, the fmallet veftige of
its power will be totally obliterated. A
power founded in blood and ufurpation,
whofe annals are an ufeful leffon, and afford

but.
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biit too niany inftances of the cfcprawt}' of the
human heart.

Captain Jervis, bsing now recovered from
a fevere attack of a malignant fever, occafion-
ed by the ftagnant water which furrounded
Buflora, a complaint at this time common to
all the inhabitants, and the Refident having
finithed his difpatches for India, we em-
barked on the Intrepid, a Company’s cruizer,
mounting fourteen fix-pounders,  On the
afternoon of the 24th of January, 1790, at
fix o’clock, we weighed anchor from the
Shat-el-Arab, or river of Buflora, and with
a favourable wind and ftrong current we
failed along its delightful banks, covered
with date trees, and exhibiting a moft plea-
fing and verdant appearance; it feemed one
continued garden. The water of the river,
although of a whitith colour, and extremely
muddy, after flanding a few hours the fedi-
ment falls to the bottom, and leaves it light;
pure, and pleafant to the tafte.

Januvary e2sth.  Early this moming we
paffed the fite of old Balfora, fo famous
in the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments, now
in ruins, Its remains are on the Perfian fide,
above a mile from the river, and it is faid

in
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in former times to have been very Iarge
and magnificent. We continued our courfe
to the flats which are formed by an immenfe
body of water paffing over the fhallow
banks at the bottom of the Gulf of Perfia,
and for many hours we loft fight of land,
withoutbeginning to deepen our water beyond
four fathoms. ‘There is but one channel by
which a fhip of any burden can approach
the entrance of the river, and there is not a
land-mark of any kind. It becomes there-
fore neceflary for every fhip to reccive on
board a pilot of the country. The one we had
got was not only extremely ignorant, but
alfo timid. At four o’clock, with the lead
going, we fuddenly fhoaled on water under
three fathoms. This eoccafioned fome de-
. gree of alarm, as the wind was frefh, with a
confiderable fwell, in place of deepening our
water, it became more fhallow. The pilot
by this time appeared loft and flupid, and ‘in
the courfe of a few minutes the veffel ftruck
with great violence ; the thock was fo great,
that thofe above loft their footing, and fell on
the deck.  We however bounded off, but in
a few feconds ftruck again, and the thid

time it happened our rudder was broken in
- two
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two immediately below the counter. As
we had no rudder chains, it funk from the
weight of the iron work neceffary to keep it
together. It was now impofiible to guide
the veflel ; the fails were fluttering about, and
we expeéted every moment that the veffel
would go in picces. Nothing could be feen
around but a wide expanfe of fea, The
evening was coming on, and we had only
one fmall boat to depend on. Luckily for
us, one fide of the channel was foft, whilit
the other on which we firuck was fandy and
hard, The head of the thip took the direcs
tion of the former, and fixed herfelf in a bed
of mud, fo as to become incapable of mo-
tion. The fails were quickly handed, and
an anchor let go, and the fea continued to
make breaches overus. Night coming on, our
fituation was not much to be envied, and we
had time to reflect on what was moft proper
to be done.  After confulting with Captain
Jervis, I determined to difpatch our boat in
the moming with the pilot to Mr. Manefty
at Buflora, requefling his immediate affift-
ance. We had but little reft, and by break
of day I forwarded by that conveyance the
following letter :

To
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' TO SAMUEL MANESTY, ESQ.
** Refident for the Affairs of the Englifh Nation at Buffora.

Ll S‘IR'

“ It is with great concern I acquaint you
of the fituation of the Intrepid from the lofs
of her rudder, the particulars of which you
will be informed of by Captain Jervis.

“ 'The packet entrufted to my caie be-
coming now a matter of ferious confideration,
efpecially if the machine now conftructing
on board fhould not fully anfiver the purpofe,
I have therefore to join in the requeft made
by Captain Jervis for affiftance, and to beg
that you will provide a proper country boat to
carry the difpatches to the Prefidency without
lofs of time, fhould it become neceffary for
the Intrepid to refit at Buffora or Bufhire,
On the arrival of fuch affiftance and boat at
the Bar without finding the veffel, it will then
be neceffary for them to join us with all {peed
at Bufhire, in order to efcort us down the
gulf. T am unacquainted with the fitua-
tion of Bufhire in regard to conveyance, and
yet ata lofs to fay how the machine may an-

Vor. L. Z fwer;

-
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fwer; our dependance muft therefore reft on
your exertions.

¢ I am, Sir,
“ Your very obedient Servant,
““ Joun TAayLOR.

o [urrErID, Bussora Bag,
¢ g5th Jan. 1790*"

We now began to turn our thoughts to the
equipment of a fteering machine, by which
we might, as the weather was by this time
moderate, reach the port of Buthire. We
had heard of fuch conflruétions, but no one
on board had an adequate idea how it was to
be made: the carpenter fet to work, but he
performed his tafk in fo bunglingand clumfy
a manner, that it was very foon difcovered that
his labours would prove totally ineffectual.
Mr. Blackader, whofe fertile imagination
had from the beginning of our misfortune
been bufily employed, offered his fervices:
with the afliftance of a {pare tup-m:tﬂ: which
we had on board he commenced his opera-
tions, and in a little time, by the means uf
his directions, a temporary rudder was
finifhed, which anfwered the purpofe much
beyond our expectations. The maft was cut

. to
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to a length, which allowed about two feet
and a half of the fmalleft end to be im.
‘merfed in the water, while the other was
attached by a fmall cable to the rudder.
poft under the counter: this end of the
maft was covered with mats and old fail
cloth, in order to prevent its too violent fric-
tion or knocking violently againft the rud-
der-poft, by which the fafety of the thip
might have been materially endangered : that
end of the maft which was intended by its
loco-motion to guide the veflfel was ren.
dered more powerful by thin planks fixed
on each fide: from the railing of the
quarter-deck fhort fpars were made faft,
one on the ftarboard and the other on the lar.
board fide ; from each of thefe ropes were
reeved through fmall pulleys, which were
made faft to the maft, rather lower than half
way down : by this meanswe had the com.
plete command, and could readily move the
machine at pleafure. The appearance of the
thip was I muft allow rather ridiculous, and
the length: of our tail afforded an opportu-
nity of pafling many jokes at our own ex-
pence. It was fortunately, when we ftruck,
the tide of ebb ;. the return of the flood
Zzar "~ floated
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floated the fhip, and enabled us to come ta
an anchor, after having fearched for and dif-
covered the proper channel. The wind being
fair and very light, we refolved to make an
attempt to get away.

g1ft. Accordingly we got the anchor up,
and the fmall fails were fet. To our great
fatisfaction we found the veffel in every ref-
pedt obeyed our newly-confiructed helm;
we had during all this delay been exceed-
ingly anxious for advices from Buffera. In
the evening of the goth the boat returned
with a letter from the Prefidency of that
place.

““ TO JORN TAYLOR, ESQ.
<t Sig,

¢ Tue Refident yefterday morning re-
ceived your letter of the 25th inftant, and we
much lament the unfortunate accident which
has happened to the Honourable Company’s

fuow the Intrepid.
¢ We have with pleafure taken every mea-
fure in our power to render the Intrepid affift-
ance, and to expedite your arrival at the
Prefidency. In conlequence of an applica-
tion made by us 1o the Government of
this
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this place, twb veffels belonginig to the Pacha
of Bagdad will depirt from hence this even-
ing on their way to the Bar of Buffora River,
or to Core Abdulla, in one of which places
we fuppofe that the Intrepid may be now
Iying, in order to render affiftance to that
veflel, and a third veflel belonging alfo to the
Pacha of Bagdad will #ccompany them, in
order either to attend the Intrepid to Mufeat, _
or to afford you conveyance to that port, as
may be found moft expedient.

““ We enclofe two Arabic letters from the
Refident, the one for Sheick Calphan, the
Governor of Mufcat, and the other for the
Englith Broker at that port, which in the
event of your proceeding thither we requeft
may be carefully delivered. They contain
the neceffary requefts and orders for your
being fpeedily fupplied with a fuitable con=-
veyance from Mufeat to Bombay.

*“ We wifh you a fpeedy and pleafant paf-
fage to Bombay, and weare, with efteem,

2 SIR,
“ Your very obedient humble Servants,

« Bussora, s« SamverL MaxesTy,
‘“2g9th Jan. 1790. ¢« Harrorp Jongs.”
Z3 The
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The fhips mentioned in the letter made
their appearance in the evening of the gaft.
When they came up with us, they hailed us
and communicated their orders: they proved
to be Turkith fhips of war belonging to the
Pachalic of Bagdad, the largeft of which
mounted twenty guns. . After accompanying
us to the road of Bufhire, the two largeft
took their leave while we came to an an-
chor without any material occurrence;

February 1ft. It being rather late, and the
road of Buthire being at the diftance of fe-
veral miles from the town, we delayed going
cn (hore till morning.

2d. Atten o’clock we left the fhip, and
did not reach the fhore till half paﬂ twelve,
when we landed on a hard bl:m:h where
we found Mr. Watkins the Refident waiting
to receive us. This gentleman conduéted us
to the Englith factory where he refided, and
where he politely requefted us to take up an
abode during the few days which the fhip
wouldbe neceffarily detainedat this port : there
werea few articles of trade on board, and fome
neceffaries fent from Baffora, which were to
be Ianded, and time was to be allowed for the
Refident to make up his difpatches for Bom-

bay,
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bay, all which would take up three or four
days. As our rudder bad anfwered fo ex-
tremely well, we had but little :tpprchenﬁﬁn
on that {core, and we détermined not to-lofe
a moment on account of it. In cafe of acci-
dents, Captain Jervis thought proper to
procure a. {pare boom and a few {pars,
that we might eafily replace any damage that
fhould occur in our paffage to the coaft of
Malabar: we had befides, if we chofe,
the advantage of the Turkifh fhip to
convoy us to Mufcat, where we could be
provided with another conveyance, or with
the afliftance neceffary to conftruét a rudder.
Mufcat is a confiderable fea-port, fituated in
Arabia Felix, and carrics on a great trade
with Surat and Bombay : from this frequent
intercourfe, the voyage to India, with a fa-
vourable wind, not being more than eight
or ten, days, the Imaum, or Governor, and his
fubjects are on the terms of particular friend-
thip with the Englifh, and are more enlight-
encd, and by far lefs ftri& than any. other.
clafs of Muffulmen, in the Indian feas.

We were hofpitably entertained at dinner
by Mr. Watkins, and in the evening we
. tooka walk to view the town. There is very
Z 4 : - little
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litte worthy of remark in Bufhire : it is
fmall, and as wood is fcarce in Perfia, it is
confequently poorly built. It is fubject
to an Arab, whofe name is Sheick Nafleer,
and who is tributary to that kingdom.
The houfes are conftru@ed of white bricks,
the fame as thofe at Buffora. On account of
the exceflive heat, there is a particular room
clevated above the flat roofs of their houfes,
which has the appearance of a fquare tur-
ret. In the walls there are interflices cut for
the free admiffion of air, and this is in gene-
ral the bed-chamber of the favourite Sultana
of the family, for the men in the hot weather
flecp in the open air on the tops of the houfes.
The Englith factory is not large but commodi-
ous enough, and from the walls being done
over with a clay of lightgray colour, it car-
vies theair of cleanlinefs and coolnefs, The
bay is large and fhallow, and afforded but a
poor appearance, there being only a few fmall
vellels to be feen befides one large old fhip,
rendered quite ufelefs: it feemed nearly as
large ‘as a fixty-four, This we were in-
formed belonged to the navy of Nadir
Shaw, and had Jain neglected almoft ever
fince ]ﬂs death. The trade is very confined,

and
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and is carried on chicfly by meansof caravans,’
of camels, horfes, and bullocks, with the
famous city of Chiraz, or Schiras, the capi-
tal of the fineft province of the Perfian em-
pire. Within fifty miles of this place are yet
to be feen the ruins of Perfepolis, the moft
magnificent in the world. The article of
commerce with which the kingdom of Perfia
abounds are various; in particular, fine car-
pets, wrought filver and pearls, excellent to-
bacco, and cotton. The principal commodities
taken in return, are, Englith broad-cloth,
particularly fearlet and yellow. Manchefter
printed cottons were fuggefted as likely to
anfwer the Pesfian market. Some of thg
moft brilliant patterns were feleéed and fent
to Buthire ; butthey by no means fuited the
tafte of the Perfians: what appeared ex-
tremely handfome in the cyes of an European
was difregarded by that people; and the
more fimple, though perhaps not lefs ele-
gant patterns, of their own were preferred, It
might be worth while to carry the experi-
ment a little further, and it would very well
repay the trouble and expence, provided fo
material a branch of our manufactures could
ke introduced into Perfia. The experiment

to
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to which I allude is, to print on fine cotton,
figures, fuch as are common in India and
Perfia, with the moft vivid colours that can
be procured, and, in fhort, by variety and at-
tention to their national tafte and character,
induce them to become puschafers of  thofe
and fuch of our commodities as are the manu-
facture of Great Britain. . :
The Refident being provided with fome
good horfes, and alfo with greyhounds for
the breed, of which this country is remark-
able, I withed much to make an excurfion in
the country. . Mr, Watkins did not hefitate
to make the offer of accompanying me, and
early in the morning we fet out together.
On quitting the town we entered on
& very extenfive plain, the foil of which
was remarkably good. We faw but few
villages, and thofe by no means populous.
The country was not divided by walls or
ditches of any kind, and not a tree was to be
fcenbut fuch as grew clofe to the houfes of the
inhabitants. We meta few ftraggling caravans
and fome hufbandmen preparing the ground
for feed: in general, cultivation apeared to be
attended to, but the traces of former and

greater population and induftry were eafily
difcover,



7
L

( 347 )

difcoverable.  An incredible number of dry
wells, {i ubﬂannally built with ftone and mor-
tar, with.the ruins of ftately houfes and vil-
lages, recalled to mind the former affluent
ftate of the kingdom of Perfia. The vines
fpread their luxuriant branches all around
.them, and feemed to forcbode that thofe plains
would again become the feat of plenty.: We
{aw no hares, but had excellent {port with a
fox, which thegreyhounds purfued, andafter a
chafe of a quarter of an hour killed : this ani-
mal was much fmaller in fize than the foxes
are in Europe, being very little bigger than
alarge hare. The fur was tolerably fine,
and the brufh I brought away in triumph.
As the fun was now high, we returned to
Buthire to breakfaft a good deal fatigued
with our long ride. The living at Bufhire
was by no means to be compared to that we
experienced during our refidence at Buffora.
We were fupplied with fith neither remark-
able for their fize nor flavour; thefe, with
fome tolerable mutton and fmall fowis, were
the only things procurable at this place.
What ftrutk me as very extraordinary, vege-
tables were by no means abundant ; but the
wine of Schiras made ample amends : it is
rich,
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rich, full, and gencrous, and when old may
be compared to the beft produ@ions of any
country or climate. The new wine has 4
difagreeable roughnefs, which age wears off.
It is to be had both white and red, but the
firft is cfteemed the moft. We obtained
fomne: delicious tobacco, which is undoubt-
edly not only the moft beautiful and de-
Jicate, but alfo the mildeft I ever tafted.
Its colour is a light yellow approaching to
brown, and as tranfparent as amber. The
Perfians are notoriouly given to fmoking to-
bacco, and there are no people who have
fuch variety, or who go to fo much expence
in their fmoking machines. They have be-
fide the hooka and the long pipe, the calne,
the nargil, and the kerim caun. Rofe wa-
ter and ambergrife arc made ufe of with
. other fpices and perfumes, fo as to render
the vulgar habit of fmoking tobacco an
elegant and expenfive luxury.  The weed it-
felf, after having been wathed two or thyce
times in rofe water, mixed with the fineft
fugar-candy, is foftened by the addition of
rofe buds and ripe plantains. If it is buried
in frefh earth for five or fix wecks, it adds
to its mildnefs and falubrity. The bottom

part
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part of the machine is nearly filled with
cool water, and the long winding tube
through which the fmoke afcends is fre-
quently refrefhed with ambergrife and per-
fumes. The tobacco is often replenithed,
and attention to the different duties gives
fufficient employment to two fervants, who
are kept for no other purpofe. I have
known in India, the eftablifhment of a
hooka commé il faut amount to the monthly
fum of fixty rupees, a fum little lefs than
eight pounds fterling, and with prudent ma-
nagement amply {ufficient to rear a family
in Europe decently and comfortably. Be-
fore leaving Bufhire we were fhown a ma-
nufacture in imitation of thawls, remrkrahly
fine and pretty, and, excepting in regard to
their hardnefs, much fuperior to the real
ones. They were of different colours, and -
varicgated after the fame fafhion with the
manufaéture of Cathmere; the price being
moderate, we purchafed a few, and in India
they were much admired. Having fully
fatisfied our curiofity in the courfe of the
three days® refidence at Bufhire, we were
well pleafed to return on board, and fet fail
for the ultimate place of our deftination.
February
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February sth.  We weighed anclior, ats
tended by our confort the Turk, who ac~
companied us for two days, when we dif-
miffed him, haying no further occafion for
his fervices., The Gulf of Perfia is much
infefted with pirates, and it is therefore
better to keep in the middle of the fiream.
There are numberlefs Arab Sheicks on both
fides of the Perfian Gulf, who have all
fleets for the purpofes of piracy and plun-
der *. The kingdom of Perfia has, in par-

ticular,

* The Chaub ranks next to the Turks, or rather to
the Pacha of Bagdad, in point of maritime ftrength.
His capinl is Durac, fuppofed to be the Sufa of Alex-
ander, The diftri& which he pollefles extends a confi-
derable way on the eaftern banks of the Shat-¢l-Arab,
and his flect confifls of a few flout vellels, well manned
and armed. The Sheick of Julfar, whofe country lies
to the weftward of Cape Mufleldom, on the Arabian
fide, has alfo a naval force. His fieet are moftly Does,
which are ill-conftrufed veflels, with matted fides, and
lofty fterns, built of timber, as their bottoms and prows
gre. The fmallelt mount four guns, but the largeft
carry eighteen, and they are filled with men. The Per-
fians bave never been famous for nayal exertion ; but
the mofl part of the lefler Sheicks, fuch as the Sheick
of Bandareck, &ec. equip according to their capacity and
power, fmall cruizers, which frequently obftrudt trading
veflels.  Not many years ago the Aatelope, 'he[ong!ing to

' Bombay,
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ticular, from loeal circumftances, encouraged
this {yftem of depredation. Sincethedeath of
Nadir Shaw it has been in a continued ftate
of anarchy and diforder. One ufurpation
has inceflantly protruded another, and which
has always terminated in the maffacre of the
depofed monarch. Revolt has been equally
rapid, and whole countries have been depo-
pulated : travelling is ‘every where unfafe,
and there can be no faith between man and
man : in fhort, the whole of Perfia is be-
come only fit for the habitation of the tiger
and panther ; animals not more the enemy
of man than the human: race are often. to
themfclves. Perfia is, no doubt, capable of
being made a terreftrial paradife, for with-
out a doubt nature has not produced the
paragon of this fine country, It abounds
with the fineft and beft articles of the
moft neceffary, and alfo of the moft lux-
rious demand. ‘The fruits of all kinds,

Bombay, was taken by the Sheick of Julfar: This cir-
cumflance is mentioned by Col. Capper in his Memo-
rial, sddreffed to the Court of Diredtors of the Eaft-Tn-
dia Company JI}JJm year 1784, as alfo his apprehenfions
of the pirates in the Gulf of Perfia. Thefe fadts point
out the neceffity of there always being at leaft one Eng-
Jith velfel 'of force in thofe feas:

_...‘!. LE gm-PCS,
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grapes, mulberries, oranges, peaches, and
nectarines, piftachio nuts and dates, are exqui-
fite. The country produces grain of every
defcription, and cotton and filk in profufion ;
from thefe materials, clothes of cotton and
filks are made, and fine carpets from their
wool, They poflefs good horfes, and large
droves and flocks of cattle, fheep, and goats -
gold, filver, pearls, and what is more ufeful,
iron, are alfo found: their wine is much
boafted of, and their trees drop manna.
Where can we find o many excellencies com-
bined, or where fhall we difcover fo cruel a
“perverfion of every thing gratifying and in-
dulgent ?

The Gulf of Perfia has, for ages back,
from the imperious and overbearing temper
of man, been the fecene of contention and
bloodthed : the Portugucfe, very foonafter
the difcovery of the paffage to India, found
their way to this grear channel of commerce
and enterprife. In the year 1507, they were
eftablifhed in the ifland of Ormus, and which
became a place of confiderable trade, till it
was taken by the Perfians, but affifted by us,
in theyear 1662. The Portuguefe, driven from
hence, took Mufcat, where they builta caftle

. about
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about the year 1650, but they were expelled
by the Arbs, who put them all to the
fword, excepting cighteen, who became con-
verts to Mahomedanifm : other nations have
followed their example, and it has alfo been
the grave of many of our countrymen, but all
their exertions have not been able to acquire
ftability. ’ :

The Dutch had a {ettlement on the ifland
of Karac *, about the year 1750; but their
bad conduét exafperated the Sheick of Ban-
derick, who took pofieffion of the ifland, and
drove out the Dutch. Our fubfequent wars
in' that quarter, and the mifmanagement at-
tending them, would -only exhibit folly, ig-
norance, and imprudence ; and it is therefore
prudent to draw a veil over the deplorable
pi&ure:

* The ifland of Karac is fituated within thirty Ic:gu:é
of the Shat-el-Arab, and half way between the coafls of
Arabia and Perfia. Here fhips proceeding to Buffora ge-
nerally call for a pilet ; it is five miles in length, and
between two and three in breadth. This ifland is €x-
tremely well calculated to become a fettlement for an
European power, and might be brought to command the
whole trade of the {urrounding fhores,

Vor. I. Aa Before
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Before we got out of the Gulf of Perfia
we experienced a heavy gale of wind, which
lafted nearly twenty-four hours, and proved
a {evere trial to our fleering machine, and we
were not without alarm left any part of it
thould give way; the wind was contrary
with fudden fqualls, and we were in 2
narrow part of ~ the. Gulf amongft the
iflands, between Cape Jacques on: the Per-
fian, and Cape: Mufizldon on the Ambian
hore, which 'forms the entrance of the
Gulf of Perfia. Here are feveral {mall
iflands and rocks called the Tombs, and
others called the Coins, which makes this.
part of the Gulf  extremely ~dangerous ;
the fhip was obliged to be tacked every halt
hour, which eccafioned a confiderable flrain
on the machine ; it, however, ftood the trial,
without any material accident having hap-
pened.

Feb 14th. Having pafled the ifland of Os-
mus, we foon launched into the Ambian Sea,
and we {tood to the Eaftward uatil the even-
ing of the 22d. Captain Jervis had at this
rime by his reckoning, nearly made the ifland
of Bombay : about ten o'clock at night we

i were
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wete alarmed by a noife on the. quarter deck,
for every thing had been hitherto quiet, the fea
was fmooth, and the moon fhone very bright.
On going on deck, we had the pleafing fight
of the back of Malabar Hill, on the ifland of
Bombay, clofe under our bow ; the thip had
run within a very fhort diftance of the land,
before the officer difcovered her fituation, and
every other perfon had been equally inatten-
tive : had not the weather been moderate, the
veflel would moft likely have been on fhore ;
with a little exertion we got the veflel oft
the land, and flood for the entrance of the
harbour ; the light-houfe was foon difcover-
ed, and in the morning we faw the town
and the fhips at anchor. The fignal was
thrown out at day-break, for her being a
packet from Buffora, but as the wind was
_ light we did not reach the anchoring ground
till near one, when 1 went on fhore and
delivered the packets of letters entrufted
to: my care into the hands of General Aber-
cromby, the Governor of Bombay. Mrs.
Taylor, and Mr. Blackader, landed foon
after, when we were received under the hof=
pitable roof of our friend Mr. Rivett, whofe
urbanity has been equally diftinguifbed and

Aaz admired.
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- admired.  On my arrival at this prefidency, [
found that hoftilities had commenced with
the Sultan of Myfore: this war, which, how-
ever juft in itfelf, might have led to confe-
quences deftrutive to the interefts of a great
commercial nation like our own; became
of the firft importance to the relativeand po-
litical connections, which fubfift between
Great Britain and her Eaftern pofleflions.

It will be allowed, that a country retained
in fubjection by the power of the fword, is a
novelty in the hiftory of our country. The
propriety of the means, by which the re-
mote dependency has been acquired, and is
ftill maintained, has been difputed on the
ground of both morality and political wif-
dom; but on this fubject I fhall only ob-
ferve, that we have paffed the Rubicon, and
that there is not any room for a fafe retreat.
The fortunes, the lives of thoufands depend
on the prefervation and profperity of our-
fettlemients in the Eaft: Indiais a prop to
England, labouring under the preflure of ac-
cumulated taxes, and to the eye of political
wifdom prefents a field of new and growing
refource. The general interefts and finances
of Britain, now, indeed, fo intimately blend-

ed



( 357 )

ed with our pofleflions in India, are annually
brought forward by adminiftration, as afford-
ing on the fubject of ways and means an ad-
ditional fund of credit to that parliamentary
{ecurity, which, by reafon of the free conftitu-
tion, and inviolate good faith of the Britith
government, has ﬂampod a value on the Bri-
tith funds, unknown in any other ftate or
country upon earth.

To render our Indian pofleflions of per-
manent utility to Britain, will be the fteady
purpofe of every wife adminiftration. This,
however, will be a difficult, as well as it is
an important tafk : to unite- equity and mo-
deration, with that vigour and promptitude
which are neceffary for the adminiftration of
countries, at a vaft diftance from the feat of
government ; to diftribute the patronage
which attends that adminiftration, in fuch
a manner as to preferve entire the free fpirit
of the Britifh conftitution ; to join together
the great advantages to be derived from an
immenfe monopoly, and thofe which ac-
company and flow from free trade; to re-
concile the juft expectations of the Eaft-India
Company, with thofe of the manufactures
and individual traders of Great Britain ; and,

Aag ~on
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on the whole, to arrange in one harmionious
{yflem the wealth of India: concord among
all the fubjets of Great Britain, and the pu-
rity of the Britith conftitution, is a great but
an arduous work. Tam fully perfuaded that
the poffeflion of India may be ftill made
more and more conducive to the promotion,
not only of the general commerce and pulbilic
revenue of Britain, but even, of the interefts
of the Eaft-India Company; in as much, as
if from exifting circumftances they have been
partially circumferibed, they may tend alfo
to a prolongation of their-exiftence. In con-
templating the connection.that has grown up
between Great Britain and the Eaft Indies,
and which it is our objet to confirm and
perpetuate, the firft idea, that -occurs s,
the relative fituation of thofe countries to
cach other in refpect of place: this circum-
ftance of local fituation feems, at firft fight,
to throw an air of ridicule on every attempt
to form a perpetual band betwéen countries
feparated from each other by an interval of
ten thoufand miles. It muft be owned' that
this immenfe diftance is not without many
political iriconveniences ; yet, it may per-
haps be affirmed, that it is lefs difficult to

' eftablifh
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eftablith a permanent conneétion between 2
parent ftate and colonies, when. they are at
too great a diftance, than: when they are too
near to, each other. Spain loft Portugal,
and kept Peru. 1 fhall not flop here to
difplay the reafons that incline me to en-
tertain this ‘paradox, any farther than' juft
to obferve in general, that they are founded
on that rivality and: fermentation of fpirit,
which equal pretenfions: and quick intelli-
igence, breed and nourith between contiguous
flates and kingdoms. ' The Eait Indies aw
imore remote than we could with: however, a
moderate and mild government, thatrefpects
ancient privileges, manners, cuitoms, and
opinions, will conciliate the affections and
fecure the tranquillity of the pacific Hin-
doos. Though the ifland of Great Britain
be not o favourably fituated for intercourfe
with India, wherther commercial or political,
as fome other kingdoms of Europe, fhe ne-
verthelefs enjoys many fingular advantages,
in numerous harbours and docks for  fhip-
ping, the national fpirit and enterprife of
the people, and their turn for fea-faring
life. With thefe advantages, Britain bids
as fair to retain her foreign fettlements, as

Aa 4 any
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any other nation whatfoever, provided that
the adopt fuch arrangements and inftituti-
ons as found policy dictates : and as encou-
ragement for the Britifh legiflature, to form
and adopt fuch arrangements and inftitu-
tions, it is to be obferved, that the wealth
of India does not confift, like that of Mexi-
coand Peru, in gold and filver, which, as is
univerfally known, impoverifhed and dcpu-
pulated Spain, but in articles of more in-
trinfic and permanent value ; articles, which
require and nourifh labour and promote in-
duftry, the true fource of population and
national wealth and greatnefs. It is to our
terreftial poffeffions in India that we are to
look for the fureft and indeed the only
means of reducing and extinguifhing the
national debt of this country : by retrench-
ing. the public expencés, on a Ayftem of
prudent cconomy ;- by opening new ave-
nues of commerce, and new fubjeds of
mechanical labour and ingenuity, the Britith
government may accomplifh that grand ob-
ject, confer the moft folid and lafting: be-
nefits on their country, and render theu- name
immortal. _ .
Thefe obfervations very naturally occured

to
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to oy mind, when I confidered the fitua-
tion in which Indians was now likely to
be placed; and my attention was called
to the more immediate point on which its
deftiny at this moment depended. The
combined firength of our fettlements in that
quarter was about to be exerted againft a
powerful enemy, and the ultimate exiftence
of our poffeflions refted on the refult, This
war was likely not only to involve the
profperity- of the ftate, but the lives of
numberlefs individuals, the interefts of com-
merce, and the honour and refpectability of

the Britith name and influence in India.
When we refleét that two of the moft re-
{pectable native powers had afforded us their
fupport, and that our arms were led by the
diftinguifhed character; who controlled the
governments of the Eaft ; when we know
that the eyes of all the world were upon us in
the profecution of a juft, neceffary, and cre-
ditable war ; when we confider that our re-
fources would be exerted to ‘the utmoft
ftretch in men and money ; and when it was -
public all over India, that every effort would
be put in agitation ; that all our refources
were*
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were called into action to humblea reftlefs ty-
rant, it furely became the moft anxious with
of every Briton to fee' the conteft finifhed
with honor to the nation, and credit to our
arms, .

The Mharattas and the Nizam regarded the
Englith as the medium by which they ‘were
engaged as allies to overthrow: the empire of
an ufurper; a dominion founded on blood, and
protected by every meafure of cruelty and op-
preflion.  Should our arms have proved un-
fuccefsful, our power, influence,and refpeéta=
bility in the Eaft would have been irrccover-
ably loft. . Not only the Mahrattas and Ni-
zam, but every flate in-India, from the
mountains of Thibet to the fouthern penin-
fula would have been: roufed, ahd: the difafs
fection of our native troops would finally dif-
member the colonies of India from the Bri-
tith empire,

The indignation and refentment of an op-
prefled people was every where evident; the
fower Malabar had révolted, and it was only
the Mahomedan fubje&s of the Sultaun that
Appeared to enjoy his protedtion or fupport.
The upper country was not in 2 better fitua-

tion :



( 863 )

tion: and it is a known faé, that within the
~ walls of his capital there exifted a  powerful
party ready to avow themfelves, when it

could be done with certainty and fafety.
The  cruclties exercifed on his unhappy
fubjects riveted the principles of difguft
and deteftation. Affuming the charadter of
his prophet, he wantonly, and in cold blood,
deftroys the natural pofleflion of the coun-
try, who refufe to reject the religion of their
anceftors to affume that of Mahomed; and I
declare that I have myfelf witneffed a fight
of barbarity unknown in any civilifed na-
tion, where the unfortunate Hindoos have
been hanged by dozens on trees by the road
fide, or fufpended on hedge rows, as they
were caught in the vain attempt of cluding
their fanguinary purfuers®; a feene not only
to

* The feelings of humanity recoil, and human nature
fhudders at the reciral of the crucltics exercifed on the
people of Malabar by Tippoo, or the engines of his
power. Should it ever happen (which God forbid that)
thofe miferable wretches fhould be defested by us, what
horror muft await them, what will not be inflited as
the punifhment of their revalt? Their implacable foes,
the Moplas, will be let loofe to annihilate them from the
face of the carth ; their property will be feized ; and the

indige-
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ta be equalled by the ferocious Buccaneers in
the act of hunting the timid Indians  with
blood hounds and maftiffs,

Thefe horrible cruelties ferve to keep in
awe his fubjects of a lower clafs, but policy
induces him to attach the principal officers,
military and civil, and where his intereft is
concerned, no man is more liberal of either
reward or promotion. Under the eye of
Tippoo his army fight with courage and ala-
crity ; but his detachments have uniformly
given way with little oppofition, and ftill
Iefs conduct,

His troops are hired by the month, but his
month is arbitrary, Thirty, forty, and even
fifty days, conflitute their duration, and the .

indigenous inhiabitant be exterminated to give Place to
their inveterate enemies. If fenfibility is ar all cop.

- mected with the policy of - flates, thofe in whofe hands
authority and power is entrufted, fhould refleét on this
circumftance.  Let us maturely weigh the tenor of Tip-
poo’s conduél, and then fay whether his dominjon fhould
uot be cruthed, for the quiet of India, and the fafety of
the Britith polfefiions, for fi long as he enjoys unfhackled
Power, our [cttlement in the Carnatic and Malabar, will
be held on teres the moft precarious and uncertain, and
that their lofs would be followed up by our total expulfion
from India.

ftate
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flate of his treafury, or his own whim, re-
gulates the calendar.

His numerous bodies of cavalry have been
wonderfully cxaggemtcd His circar, or
ftable horfe, are the firft in point of difci-
pline and bravery ; the men are well paid,
and uniformly clothed: and the horfes, to
the number of 5 or 6000, are the property of
government. The next in degree of  efti-
mation are cavalry, colleéted from all parts
of India, where the horfe is the property of
the rider, and perhaps conftitutes his for-
tune ; for horfes killed in action, no com-
penfation is allowed, and the horfeman is
obliged to ferve on foot till he can faye or
plunder money enough to refume his former
fituation. When this lofs at once deprives
the foldier of the profpect of promotion, and
the means of his livelihood, he can have
little inducement to rifk the lofs of a favou-
rite amimal.

The third clafs are the Looties, or plun-
derers, Thefe daftardly marauders ferve
without pay, and entirely fubfift on the plun-
der of the enemy’s country. They bum
and deftroy whatcvcr they cannot carry off,

and

u
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and mark their fleps with blood and defo=
lation. Their horfes are diminutive, and
unfit for the purpofes of war. - The men are
clothed with little more than a turband, and
a cloth tied about their middle, perhaps with-
out a faddle, and their arms confift of a fcy-
meter or pike. It is to thefe wretches, dur-
ing the war with Hyder, that the Carnatic
owed its deftruction., Under their hands the
fincft countries in India became little better
than a defart: whole villages were fwept
away ; and our manufacturers, with their
familics, carried to Myfore, while the la- .
bourers became the Coolies, - to tranfport
what was formerly their own : and where de-
fence was attempted, they neither {pared age
nor. fex. .

The foot foldiers may be divided into two
claffes, the regular and the irregulars, befides
which he has Golandaurs or artillery, and a
* fmall body of Europeans, renegadoes and de-
ferters. A part of the regulars are clothed
in-uniform, fomewhat in the manner of the
Englith fepoys, but by far the greateft num-
ber have enly uniform turbands and cumber-
bands, with white jackets and fhort breeches.

Their
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Their arms are French mufkets, or the Eng-
lith ones taken in the courfe of the war of
1780. To difcipline and command thefe
battalions, he has a certain number of fo-
reigners, and a confiderable proportion of
the native officers belonging to our troops, that
became prifoners of war, and were forced into
the fervice. They are flovenly, and unfteady
in their exercife and duty, and littde ac-
quainted with any evolutions. The irre-
gulars are an unmilitary rabble, varioufly
armed, withold mufkets, match-locks, pikes,
and fcymeters. ~Little dependence can be
placed in fuch a multifarious collection,
who principally depend on plunder for their
fubfiftence. -

From fuch an army what is to be appre-
hended, when oppofed to a body of gallant
troops, many of whom are veterans in the
fervice, and commanded by Britifh officers of
experience and abilities ? '

To defpife an cnemy is the greateft fault
which an officer can: commit it puts him
from his guard, and renders him open to
their afault. Let it, therefore, not be fup-
pofed that exertion is unneceflary againit fo
refpectable an opponent.  Some excellencies

. muft
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muft prevail in Tippoo’s army to render it
in general refpectable, and, ﬁnee_ the com-
mencement of the prefent war, in the opi-
- nion of our ableft officers, Byt the advan-
tages which he poffefies are cafily counter-
acted ; and when placed in com petition with
regular fyftem and exac difcipline, muft at
all times be overcome jf followed up with
difcretion and perfeverance,

In the mode of carrying his provifions,
and of tranfporting his cannon and ftores, an
evident fuperiority js difcernable. The atten-
tion he has paid to the artillery department
evinces a knowledge of jts utility, which
would not difgrace the tatics of the prefent
day. In carrying provifions for his army,
Tippoo’s advantages are material ; preferving
a {yftem of warfare in the midit of profound
Peace.  His bullocks are always trained for
cither draught or carriage, and his extraord;.
nary demands are fupplied from his Banjara
bullocks, employed in tranfporting merchan-
dife through his country, or carrying fale
from the fea coaft, In thefe different for. -
vices there is not lefs than one hundred thou-
fand employed,

The furpsife of his army, or the lofs of a

detachment
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detachment, is attended with confequences
of no moment to the general intercft of the
war. -

The Bazar of cither is generally ten miles
in the rear, and encamped on an open road,;
where their retreat is attended without diffi-
culty or danger. ~ As the army retires or ad-
vances, the motions of the Bazar are accorde
ingly regulated. His fuperierity in cavalry,
and the neceflity there is for the Englifh troops
to preferve a connefted body, and the fnall-
nefs of our numbers, which prevents our de-
taching, tends to preferve the fupplies of the
enemy, and to render our means of procuring
them more difficalt and precarious.

In tranfporting his cannon and in cutting
roads to facilitate their conveyance his means
are abundant. To a finall gun he attaches
one clephant, to a larger two, and to thofe
of a greater caliber three and four. By the
aflitance of a regular and well-appointed
corps of Bildadrs, or Pioncers, ‘100 pieces of
ordnance are moved at a rate not eafily to
be conceived, and far {uperior to our beft-
conducted attempts. His guns are drawn
by the beft bullecks produced in" the
country, the elephants being only intended

Vor. I. BD for
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tor occafional affiftance ; to which js added
the ynremitted exertions of cxccl.lm,t drivers.

The Nabob’s artillery are both larger :'.,nd
longer than ours, wheh enables him. 1o com-
mence a cannonade cither on our 'tng ge or
line, before our guns can be ufed with effect,
and when it would only be an unneceflary ex-
pence of ammunition. to return his fire, In
cafes of diforder, orw _l}qn adyantage on. _1_\_1'.?3_
fide occurs, his cavalry are yery ready to feize
the gpportunity.

1 The, velocity,, wu:h whu.h .lus xlal,‘f'&?bﬂd.lts
of cav alcy change their- ﬁruapun. and the ge-
neral rapidity with which his w halc ‘move-
ments are executed from one place to aqo;htr,
operate ftrongly in lys”fﬂ_q_t_u., .. Unable to
alcertain, his pofition, it is dangerous for us
to detach from the main body. | His princi-
pal object is to attack us in detail, whether
in conveying provifions or flores, or foraging
in the nughbnu:hnud, of . our encampment,
and in this Huzzar, n10|.i¢ of warfarehe gt:nc
sally: luceceds. :

In his artillery he pl.mca his grcatcﬁ conﬁ-;
dence and dLPﬂﬂdﬁnfL‘ ‘Lhat corps is the bcﬂ;
appointed in his fervice, and very far :l'up:-
rior-to thefe of any natiye power in India.

 His
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-+ His intelligence s an objedt of particular,
confideration : he- fpares no expence to ac-.
cqmag‘?} hls end, and the moft cruel and
exemplary, pumﬁzmnntﬁ are immediately in-.
flicked, fhould falle information at any time be
dglivered.,; He docs not; depend on. the word,
of.a.fingle individual, but employs fevéralon
the famg oceafion, cxamines them apart, and,
wl}gghcr theyragree or differ in thetale, they
are all detained clofe prifoners till the truth is
d;&}gﬁp@, and to the man who, is found inan;
Errof O lcmt}' is fhewn.  ~The families [of
thesfpies,are in the pofleflion of , the. Nabob,
and hejattaches them to him by the moft li-,
beralyrewards : by this means he finds  his,
way,into our g:;mp,s,;ind perhaps, by dintiof,
money, ‘and the collufion of the native fer-
vants, of officers of rank, he obtains the know-
ledge, of our fecret refolves. His Bildaurs are
the ftouteft and beft working men'in his coun-
try, a certain proportion are attached to every
gun, and it is aftonifthing, from the number
that compofe that corps, with what celerity,
roads are cut through the thickeft jungle or
the moft rugged country. |

His elephants, to the amount of near 400,
perform wonders in «dragging. his cannon
Bb2 along
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aIuhg heavy roads, in’ eraﬂ"}ng‘ fivers, rs&i-ﬂ*m
c:urylng his eamp' equipage and fores, ili0
" 1 Thé Rocket-boys ‘are dating, Terﬂeiﬂw
when'intoxicated with' bang » fh:}r ‘advance
near to' our 'line of mareh, covered by the
cavalty, and attempt to throw our troops iftto
confafion. The rocket difcharged horizén-
tally is'more dﬁngr:ruus than‘thefe fired” i}éf

pcnd!culm‘l}r. aiid " in opén ‘and’ T:lf::hgﬁun&
they are, although unct:rt’nm it direc.
tion; very deftructive and galling to otif'fiten,

- Tippus'is defective 45an en gineer , tieither
will he'be ad\riftd by thofe vﬂmi are qudlified
in that'lind ' in’ feveral ~ inftances “T>thave
known hin'reject the opinion of able offieérs
to follow: his'own miferable, plans.  His tiew
forts, of which he is himfelf the conftriétor,
betray” the’ mioft | (hameful igndrance 'of ‘the
very firft principles of fortification, ‘and in
place of works covering and protedtinig“ cach
other; “the direction of his ﬂankmg‘-gnns
pointiimmedkitely to:the r.'entre of th¥ wm:ks
themfelves. - b ;e

That Tippoo- poffefles: many evident 'ad-'
vantages, and that he 'i$"a refpe@table’ and’
formidable enemy is evéry wheré allowed ;
but it cannot be denied, that fupportcd as we

¥ were
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were ‘at/ this time by’ the Mharattas' and
the Nizam, and by the fineft army that
India ever faw: the beft difeiplined and
paid that ever were' commantled H}* ~'Engliﬂi
officers, by the fineft train of artillery that"
we ever colle&ted 'in the Eaft, and, dbove'all,
in the confeious approbation of 'a goed caufe,
there could not 'be a- doubt b‘ut his ihmne
would be fhaken to the centre. *''"

. 'That our armies in the Eaft had at this
time great defects and many difficulties to en-
counter cannot be controverted, and that they
ftill labour under certain inconveniences can-
nat be denied*: but they exift at this mo-
ment in 2 much fmaller degree than ever
was before known, and whenever a frefth
war fhall" break ‘out, we fhall' fight with
evident advantage and decided fuperiority,

The caufes: that proved our deftruction
in former wars are happily removed : no
fmall detachments oppofed to fiiperior num-
bers, better, means: provided ‘to fupply our
armies 'with - provifions and” ammunition,
intelligence ‘more liberally -rewarded, ‘and
by r;nn:ymg our arms into tbr:' cnemms

{ 't OGIOL 20 1Y

. Appen[iu, B. -
Bbg country,
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country; fave our'own, and fubfift:at their
SXPERgGy. flaift s ud b ket wils

- Tippoo Saib, confcious of ourfuperiority in
the open field, afliduoufly avoided theconteft,
and looked to delay and procrathination as his
fureft means of defence; oMo, cut 'off our de-
tachments, orto interrapt our convoys; was his
certain aim.;, Our fudcels miuft always be fure
if we provide againft the wants of [provifions
and ammunition ; and. on-this:the fitccsls of
qurarms depended.  The policy of the Nabab
led him to diftrefs us by every means: in his
power, even, ta the deftruction of: his: finelt
diftricts, and: 1 forefaw :that he would lay
walte as we advancéd, and till he came. toa
point from-which there would' be no<reced.
ing, when like a flag at bay, he muft rifk a
general action and probably terminate hib ca-
reer of defpotifm, eruelty; and oppreflion.

The fyfferings: of . our:. officers, fepoys,
and European tropps, ‘whilft: prifoners with
_H}Fdﬂf_?}ﬁfﬁ 1L it their memory, dnd how-
ever humanity:may be. interefledin the event
ﬂf another war, they, will not fajl to :avenge
the. caufe of their flaughtered brethren; and
the hardfhips impofed on themfelves and

§ Bedhio it o

countrymen, e
g ity god

e It
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It had been hitherto the misfortune of our
government in India to be branded with
terms of reproach for levying unjuft wars,
and for our interference with (the native
powers. * In" this inftance:we muft fland ac-
quitted ‘to all ‘the world, and glory in the
honourable purfuit of proteéting an old and
faithful ally, and counteraét the ambition of
a reftlefs Prince, whofe undeviating politics
has-tended to increafe his dominions by en-
croachments ‘on  his neighbours, and finally,
to expel every European from the country.
His boundlefs cruelty and tyranny has ex-
cited the wrath of his oppreffed fubjectss in
the event of anéther rupture, they will foon
join in the common caufe to crufh him for
VeI

‘Fhe empire of Tippoo, from the hour
his father acquired the government of My-
fore, has been a continued feries of ufur-
pation. Many murders have been committed
to get quit of the lawful competitors. There
ftill rermain many of the ancient ftock, and
thelbhave yet adherents, who anxioufly wait
a favourable opportunity to declare for their
original mafters, to whony they are attached
by the ftrongeft ties of affection.

Hagd the: Britith govermment in India no

Bby better
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better reafon for declaring ' war, and .\ the
Britith government at home no better reafon -
for approving the meafure, the condu@ of

‘TippooSaib towards us fince the peaceof1784,

would fully have authorized the decided ftep

that was taken, and more than fully vindicated

every confequence: that refulted to him,  His

attack on the lines of Travancore was, to the

Rajah, wanton, illiberal, and unjuft, and .in

regard to us, infolent and prefumptuous:: to

have endured the infult would have been to

acknowledge our weaknefs and. the fuperio-

rity of the Nabob to all the powers of India s

2 meafure of this kind would have Jeffened

the confequerice of the Britith empire, in the
Eaft, given up the balance of poiver, and
placed the faith of our treaties in derifion and
contempt. .- What power would have. again
fought the alliance of a'nation unable tovine
dicate her own rights or to defend thofe.of
an ancient ally in the hour of oppreffion and
diftrefs 200 {183 apid .

It is an undoubted fact; that feveral Euro-
pean officers that had fallen linto the hands of
Tippoo in the former, were yet in being on
the eommencement of the war. ey

By the treaty of peaceof 1784, the Englifh
on the coaft of Malabar were to be ‘put in

full

-
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fuill poffeffion of the factories held by them
in the lifestime of Hyder Ally, and from
whence the Eaft-India Company annually
thipped a confiderable quantity of pepper,
fandal-wood, and cardamums.. With confi.
derable rifk an Englifh refident was fent to
Calicut, but the free exercife of trade was
denied, and he was obliged to quit his houfe
with every mark of degradation. The Britith
flag was infulted, and the récal of the refi-
dent terminated the affront. As a plea for
this breach of treaty, it was intimated by
the Nabob, that to encourage agriculture he
had ordered every pepper-vineto be deftroyed,
and that he had taken into his own hands the
exclufive monopoly of the cardamums %nd
fandal-wood, to fupply by the mediumof- thg
Red Sea*, the Turkifh empire.

The privilege of the Eaft-India Company
to enjoy factories in the Canara-and Sunda
country, was prior to the poffeffion of thefe
diftricts by Tippoo’s father, and they are
better entitled by the rule of right, to that
trade than he is to the fovereigntyiof that
dominion. which he now cemmands . with
fuch unexampled {everity. - Inthe }"ﬁtl’ 17251,.

* Appendix, C. :
the
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the Rajah of thefe Provinces allowed to fhe
Company a free ‘intercourfe and commerce
with his fubjects. He {ought their friend-
thip, and requeftedithe Chief and Council of
Onore to acquaint the Government of Bon.
bay, they had his permiffion’ to eftablifh a
fettlement in his diftricts and granted them
Compta where they mighterect a fort. Onore
Compta and Merjie were furveyed by their
engincer, and Onore was pitched on for
a permanent factory, as moft beneficial to the
mercantile interefts of their employers, and
the produtions of the whole country were
drawn together from Carwar to the limits of
the Rajah’s jurifdiction.

The infults of Tippoo to the Englifh nation
have been moftarrogant and daring. The fet-
tlement of Tellichery, an ancient mercantile
pofleflion’ of the Company, on the coaft of
Malabar, was furrounded by an army in the
midit of profound peace: he attempted *in
perfonto over-awe it, and erected a chain
of forts to encompafs it on every fide: he
not only prevented the poffibility of trade;
but: endeavoured to deprive' the  inhabitants
af the common neceflaries of Jife:s by his in-
fulting mcflages-and threats of an attack,
=11 he
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he haraffed the/garrifon’ who lay upon their
arms c{g?.;and-;night,.and at all times in ex-
pectation jof an_ affault, till failing in his
purpofe of getting: poffeffion of the fort, he
quitted its: neighbourhood  to. - indulge his
vengeance: and dzi'appém{mcnt on the Ra-
Jah of Travancore. |

[Not contented with thc infult which he
had offeved to our 'government ‘in India, he
inftigated the country powers' to follow his
example. The Bibie of Cannondre, who
had, during the former war, experienced the
tffe@s of her temerity, was induced' by him
again to become troublefome.  Our trade was
interrupted, and fhe even went fo far as to
{eize a boat under Englifh ' colours gmng
into the road of Tellicherry.

The Rajah of Cherical was obliged to
fanétion va «claim: made by :Tippoo for the
pofieflion of a baftion of the Fort of Telli-
cherryfas belonging to him;on the alledged
ground:of ia ftipulation; when the fettlement
was /firft eftablifhed. by the Company.  Other
claims,Jon.ithe{core  of unfettled accounts
lese fabrichted - in: his: name, and.the ‘in-
Holende: of hid:carrefpondence with the Chief
mﬁTclltdlmj,'hﬂd fedrecly a pardllel.  The
(ol audacity
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andacity of the agent, who was fent by the
Nabob to tranfad& 'this extraordinary bufi-
nefs, was darried to i@ fingular pitch; he
declared - in ' the government houfe, - that
unlefs his terms ' were: complied with, his.
mafter’s cavalry would ride down the lines
of Tellicherry. To this unjuftifiable and
prefumptuous: Janguage, the Chief replied
with becoming moderation, ~dignify, and
firmnefs : thus the war -commenced with-
out: provacation on the part of the Britifh
government, - : fr g e
The little fuccefs:of the Nabob'in the firft
affault of the lines: of Paroor, retained credit
on the troops of the Rajah. Exafperated
and afliamed, he opened a tremendons bag.
tery, and in a general attack carried them

with little oppofition. rigjn i
The exertions of the Britifh government,
though not immediate, were fiow: ftimulated ;
a relpectable-army was.convened on the plains
of Tritchinopoly ; they were put in motion in
high'fpirits and difGipline. In the mean time,
the prefidencies of Bengal and Bombay were
not idle. - Lord Cornwallis had. equipped a
‘brigade 'of fix battalions' for the! coaft ; dnd
Gencral Abercromby detached Licut: Colonel
Caat Hartley
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Hartley in- April,! with 1600 men’from
Bombay; to reinforce  two ' Carnatic battas
lionsy fent to the affiftance 'of the Rajilr of
Travandore, 'and to ack ‘on the defenfives
Captain Litde, with two' battalions’ of  fe-
poys and fome artillerymen,’ left Bombay to
join the Mharattas, and who' were to' bé
paid by “themi agreeably™ o 'thie - partition
fréaty concluded by the allied’ powers 't thie
fmetmeafire was adopted (by ‘the Nizdry
whio ‘applied to Fort St, Gebrge, for a like
detachment under the mmmand of Majm
Montgomery. '« 1 1
-!The grand army, wuh Gencral Medduwe
attheir-head, etitéred the 'enemies country
by 'the way of Caroor, early in the month of
June: “Theeountry powers, with the know=
ledge of Tippoo’s enterprifing fpirit, acted
with'caution, in order to counterbalance the
advantages. that a well-difciplined army has
m all refpects over another inferior to it. =+
STt was ‘at firft conceived, that Tippdo
might have been eafily brought to a gederal
action, and fo to have terminated the war
by a fingleé coup. But the cfforts of many
months of a gallant and Zealous army,. ably -
nomnnnﬂc&ahd]udtcmuﬂyappmntﬂd proved
ineffectual,
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ineffeCtual.  Accuftomed. | to ‘ackhowledgd
the fuperiority of the Englifh; Tippqo adopts
ed afyftem of warfare better caleulated o
{upport his. power;: by -procraftination and
delay, to lengthén the war: beyond the: pe=
riod of our refources;; by long ‘marches, to
barafs and fatigue: our troops, rwhilst the
provifions and ftores of the army were dajly,
exhaufting, and neceffitate Genesal Meddows
cither to detach: from, his main bady, or. fall
back to Tritchinopoly.or. Caroor; for a frefh
fuppljr_ | | troney sl S S T hsd Il i

The fchemes of the Nabob were eafily
difcovered, his views were every where dif-
appointed, and all his {chemes proved abog-
tive: Tippoo particularly - felt . his OWaR!
weaknefs, in an atiempt to, . cut off a de:
tachment under the command of  Lieutenant
Colonel Floyd. His beft horfe, fupported by
fifteen  pieces of cannon, were in . different
attacks, eficctually beaten off ; never did the
bravery, the difeipline, or coolnefs of Britith
troops, thew itfelf more cﬂnfpiﬂl?quﬂ}' than,
on this occafion, . ., . hing Woda i

Lord Comwallis, to give vigour to the
exertions of our allics, and to conyince the
native powers of lxis.dttcmﬁmd‘;pﬁlqriauj
£ of
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. of profecuting. the war, took, the  field: in
E:erfan, accompanied or fhortly followed by
200 volunteers, from the fepoy battaliems,
a complete regiment of cayalry, a large, pro-
portion of draught and carriage bullocks,
to which the Nahuh of QOude added a: moft
valuable gift,of fixty-feven elephants, train-
ed to military, purpofes. Thefe Pre:para-
tions announced to all India the confe-
quence of the war, and the power of 'Tj'B-
poo as an cnemy, the ap?rehenﬁuns eR-
tertained of him, .and the neceflity there; was
of reducing his power to its juft ftandard,
The treafury of Bengal, was _drained, and
every means adopted that could give effect
to an undcrtakmg, in which our mtun:ﬂ: in
India was fo nearly connected. ;
Having briefly narrated the fi t,uatmn m
which I found public affairs in Indla, I fhall
continue my obfervations. on the war, dur—
ing my refi dence in that quarter, and with
General .&bcr-::mmby s army ; and add
fuch occafional remarks as occurred to me
during its progrefs, as well relative to it, as
likewife to certain points of local knowledge
and information, acquired by a refidence of
gonfiderable duration in that country. .
1, Major .

LI
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(i Nfajfar Dow, early in the year 1790, had
sarched from ' Tellicherry, and' opened

cémmunication with the furrouriding coun-
try, which, prcvinuﬂyto that time, was cut off
by # ‘confiderable body of the enemy. ' Gene-
ral' Abercromby, ‘Governor of Bombay, and
Commander in" Chicf of ‘the forces on the
Coaft of Malabar, léft the Prefidency in the
- month of November following, with a confi-
derable réinforcement, and Tanded at Tellj
cherry on'the 8th of that month. The Ge-
rleral eftablifhed his head quarters in the vi-
cinity ‘of Tellicherry, near to the fpot which
fhortly before had been occupied by the
tents of Tippoo. ‘No foorer wete the Eng-
lith colours hoftilely difplayed, but the prin-
ces of the country, many of whom had been
unjuftly deprived of their térritory, flocked
to the flandard. The wholé of Malabar was
inflantly 'in arms to fu pport the Britillh
forces, and the Mopls, who'are rigid Ma-
homedans, and the zealous friends of Tip-
poo, were loft in irrefolution and amaze-
ment: the Bibie of Cannonore had repeat-
edly promifed to give -up her forr, but was
prevented by a body of 6000 of the Nabab’s

troops, wha were encamped near to the walls
e of
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of her town. It ‘was neceflary for General
Abercromby to attack ' and difperfe thefe
people, and for that purpofe put in motion
his little army, not exceeding 4000 men;
The  enemy were fpeedily  compelled  to
lay down their arms; terms were granted
to: the Bibie, and the Englith flag was
hoifted on the Fert of Cannanore.

General Abercromby, by conciliatory mea-
fures, in a great degree, united the jarring
interefts of the Hindoos and Moors, whilit
he kept alive the. {pirit of liberty that had
ftimulated  the oppreffive: natives, and by -
forming alliances’ with the moft confiderable
Rajahs, he added both to his military
ftrength, and to his means of profecuting
the war: Amongft thofe, independently of the
Rajah of Travancore, whofe minifter had
joined our army with a body of three hun-
dred horfe, and three battallions of regular
Sepoys, were the: Rajahs of Cartinad, Cat-
tiote, ‘Cherical, and ‘Comlah. Thofe chiefs
were accompanied by many of the Nam-
biers or hereditary lords, who armed their
fubjeéts in the common caufe ; others were
daily coming in from their faftnefles in the
mountains, whither the tyranny of Tippoo
had for feveral years bliged them to retire.

Vor. I Cc But
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But the moft diftinguithed in zeal and affec.
tion, was the Rajah of the Corga *, who con-
tinued with us during the war a faithful and
ufeful ally.

Lieutenant Colonel Hartley had been de-
tached to the Southern part of the Malabar
province, with a fmall force, where he ab-
tained 2 gallant victory over the Nabob’s
troops, commanded by Murtaub Cawn.
This victory difperfed the enemy’s force in
the Lower Malabar, and opened a commu-
nication between Paulgautcherry, which had
been taken by furprife a fhort time before,
apd the (ea coalt : and the Company’s forces
were at this time in pofleflion of the country
below the Ghaut, from the river of Balia-
patam to the lines of Travancore,

The Mharattas, previoufly to the departure
of General Abercromby from Bombay, had
laid ficge to the Fort of Darwar, a ftrong
frontier town of Tippoo’s, towards the Mha-
Fatta States. To their affiftance a detachment
of Company’s troops had been fent from
that prefidency, and the Admiral of the Mha-
ratta fleet had feoured the coaft of Mala-
bar as low as Mangalore: he had occafion-

* Appendix I,
ally
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ally diferbarked a body of men who had
plundered the country, and deprived Tippoo
of ‘any refources from the provinces adjoin-
ing to the fea, The collettors and chief
tnen of the towns and villages immediately
on the coaft, fold off, previoufly to the ar-
rival of the Mharattas, at little more than
half price, all the property of the Nabob.
Foreigners participated largely in this com-
merce, and under their refpective flags,
avowedly became purchafers of every article
they could procure, to. the evident prejudice
of the Company’s trade.

Our ally, the Nizam, was bufily employed
i the fiege of Copaul, a northern frontier of
Tippoo’s, on the fide of the Nizam’s domi-
nions, affifted by a detachment of our troops
from fort St. George. The Nizam's forces
had engaged feveral bodies of Tippoo's
troops, in one of which 500 of the enemy
were killed, with 200 of their horfes.

The grand army, during thefe operations,
encamped in the neighbourhood of Ma-
dras, having left garrifons in the forts of
Coimbatore, Dindigul, and Palagautcherry,
and a refp=able force near to Tritchino-
poly. Lord Comwallis took the command

Cc2 in
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in perfon in the month of February, and by
2 fkilful manacuvre. entered without oppo-
fition the paffes of Tippoo’s country to. the
northward, with a force nearly 25,600 .men.
This was effeéted, notwithftanding that the
Nabob had been watching his Lordthip’s mo-
tions for a confiderable time with a determi-
nation of defending whatever pafs the Grand
Army attempted to afcend, trufting to the
celerity of his motions to have gained the top
before his Lordfhip could have got through

his heayy artillery, provifions, and, ftores, *
The Grand Army was in full force at
Mulwaggle on the 25th of February, and
had been joined by the 67 elephants before
taken notice of. They were in high fj pirits,
fupplied with abundance of provifions, and
provided with a battering train, and the ne-
ceflary ftores for the fiege of Bangalore.
On the 27th his Lordthip moved from Mul-
waggle to Nellepettah, and from thence on
the 28th to Colar, the burying place of bath
Hyder Ally and his father. On the 1t of
March the army encamped at Narfepore,
and on the 2d at Qofcottah, on the gd they
balted: on the 4th the army refumed theic
wmarch, and Tippo was difcovered for the
firit
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firft' time in full force, about five miles on
his Lordfhip’s left flank, and half way be-
tween Oofcottah and Bangalose. *The 5th in
the morning Tippoo was ‘again feen on the
fame ground, when the following difpofition
of ‘the army was ordered. The right wing,
and the gth brigade wasordered to file off to-
wards Bangalore, in charge of the baggage,
“ftores, and provifions of the army. The caval-
1y, the left wing, and the 4th brigade, were to
follow, and give battle to the enemy. = No
{ooner ‘did his Lordfhip put the troops in
motion, than Tippoo {truck his tents, and
commienced his march in a parallel dire¢tion,
but rather approaching toour line. At twelve
o'clock the left wing was up with the rear
of the right, and about the fame time Tip-
poo opened his guns at a great diftanee, and
continued a defultory cannonade till paft two,
~ Several difpofitions were made by his Lord-
fhip to bring on 2 general action, but with-
out ¢ffeét. On the evening of the fame day
the Grand’ Army encamped within a mile
and a half of the fort of Bangalore, and the
advanced guard  within three quarters of a
mile of the pettah or-{uburbs, Next morn-

Ccgs ing,
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g, or the 6th, the guns' of ithe fort were
opened on our reconnoitering partics, and
Tippoo moved with his army towards our
left flank, and again commenced a cannonade.
Atnoon Lord Cornwallis changed his ground
to the right, when Tippoo moved off to the
oppofite fide of the fort, where he fixed his.
encampment.

Bangalore is a place of the fecond can-
fideration in Tippoo’s dominions. = It- i§ re-
gularly fortified, furrounded by ‘a decp dry
ditch, and, was garrifoned by 7000 men;
but from the extent of the works it was, and
always will be, in the power of the Nabob
to reinforce the garrifon as he may judge
neceffary for its defence.  Granaries for his
provifions, -and an arfenal for guns and mi-
litary ftores, are maintained in this place,
and alfo a confiderable treafury is known to
be generally there for the payment of his
troops.

The reduétion of Bangalore enabled Lord
Comwallis to dire@t his march toward Se-
ringapatam and the Poodicherrum Pafs, with-
in fifty-two miles of it, ivhere General Aber.
cromby was flrongly pofted, with an army

which
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which had been reinforced to the number
of 7500 men, with an adequate train. of
ficld artillery.

The Poodicherrum Pafs is fituated in the
country of the Corga Ragah, nearly equi-
diftant from Tellicherry and Seringapatam,
and forty miles from Cannanore. The road
from thence, and particularly the afcent to
the Pafs, was made by the troops with im-
menfe labour and fatigue. By this avenue
General Abercromby had conveyed to Poo-
dicherrum his guns, a large quantity of pro-
vifions, and a complete train of battering
cannon, and ftores for the fiege of Se-
ringapatam. A complete fupply of every
neceffary and requifite article was by this
means ready for his Lordfhip in its vici-
nity. His march from Bangalore would
be eafy and expeditious, and in all proba-
bility, in time, to commence the fiege of
that place before the fetting in of the 8. W.
monfoon, and when reduced would afford
ample magazines of provifions, and excel-
Jent cantonments for the army in the rains,
(hould it not be produétive of ftill greater
advantages, a mortal flab to the power

Ccy _ of
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of the tyrant, and the overthrow of his

empire,

In the mean time General Abercromby
was fecurely pofted, with a ftrong  country
in his front, where cavalry could not a,
and ‘his rear was guarded by numberlefs
rivers and interfections of the fea, which at
all times prevented Tippoo from cutting off
his communications with the coaft. Cayalry
could never venture in the rear of fo refpect-
able a force : their own retreat would be in-
evitably loft from the impofiibility of fording
the rivers. . The fame reafon would prevent
guns being tranfported to-the lower country,
where the exertions of - his infantry, unfup-
ported by either, would be of little avail,

To explain the: fituation of our armies .in
India at. this time, when there was no lefs
than 40,000 regular troops employed 'in the
field; in the profecution of the war, befides
our garrifons and thofe/Jeft for the. pro-
tection of our empire, the map of India will
be a ufeful guide.  From a fingle glance, it
will be' perceived that ‘the  Nabob Tippoo
Sultan was completely. furrounded ; to. the
eaftward by the Grand Army,  to. the north-

ward
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ward by the Nizam, to the north-weft by
the Mharattas, to the weftward by General
Abercromby’s army. - His fouthern pro-
vinces were by this time reduced, and the
principal forts were garrifoned by Britith
troops.. In this fituation, where three power-
ful military ftates were united in a commaon
caufe, and where their exertions were draw-
ing to a focus, by the circle becoming daily
more contracted, it might naturally be fup~
pofed that the duration of the war could not
be long : on the other hand, it mult be con-
fidered that Tippoo in perfon commanded
an; army of 70,000 men, amply provided
with every requifite, and fupplied with 100
pieces of cannon, with a flowing treafury,
and that procraftinating the war would ultis
mately obtain his object: on this account
the propriety of energetic and fpeedy mea.
{ures, became on our part abfolutely neceflary
to prevent an implacable enemy, whom nei-
ther trcn;tirs can bind or alliances feeure,
from cfcaping from our hands, like a. tiger
from beneath the toils.

The Britifh government in India, for our
exertions in fupport of an old ally were
every, where applauded, and we were called

upon
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upon to reftore the former ftate of the cotn.
try. If juftice was ever exerted in any caufe
with honour to ourfelves, it was at this mo-
ment, in oppofing the encroachments of a
lawlefs frecbooter, in fuppurting the natural
rights of India, and in the attempt to curb
tyranny and defpotifm “in the hands of an
ufurper. The honour, the good faith; and
the credit of the Britifh name was now
moft folemnly pledged, and with thofe we
had ftaked the exiftence of our power in the
eaft. It is eafy to make war, but it is a difs
ficult tafk to make peace on the folid bafis
of reciprocal and relative Juftice ; and in this
inftance, on what terms it could be reftored
with fafety to ourfelves, and with fatis-
faction to thofe with whom we were now
Co-operating, was a matter arduous in the
cXtreme.

Many things were to be confidered in the
difcuffion of this important queftion.

11t. Eﬁabliﬂlinga peace with honour to
surfclves, fafety to our intereft, and fatisfac-
tion to the native powers of India, t

2dly. - Subjecting Tippoo to pay the ex-
pences of the war, to declare the indepen-
dency of the Malabar powers, and the Rajah

ot
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of Corga, and fatisfying the Nizam and
Mahrattas, for the encroachments made by
his father and himfelf on their refpeétive
eountries, with compenfation to the King
of Travancore for demolifhing his lines and
deftroying the fort of Cranganore.

gdly. Making peace on the Status quo
ante bellum.

gthly. ' Making peace on any terms fhort
of the facrifice of our mere exiftence.

In the firft inftance, the entire fuppreffion
of the Nabob’s power muft have attended
the termination of the war: in this event,
tranquillity would be reftored to India,
a lafting peace would be infured on princi-
ples of juflice to the native powers, and of
credit and refpect to the Britith name. This
would include the equal participation of our
allies, and the lawful fovereigns of the
ufurped empire or their reprefentatives.

In the fecond, The nation would be little
benefited, except by the trade with the
Malabar Princes, which ought to be fecured
to us by treaties of commerce and alli-
ance: and to fhackle Tippoo, it fhould be
fripulated, that a principal pafs, leading from
the weftern fide into his country, thould be

put
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put in the pofleflion of the Englith, as the
beft, and indeed, the only means of res
ftraining his ambitious views, and this peace
fhould be guaranteed by all the prmmpal
native powers of India.

In the third, The fuperiority of Tippoo
would be acknowledged, our'weaknefs ex-
poled, and we thould for ever be deprived of
the alliance of any of the confiderable powers.
The balance would be wrefted” from our
hands, and we fhould become the detefta-
tion of the Hindoos, our faith be treated with
fcorn, and means afforded to the Nabob of
employing, at a future day, the very'combina-
tion that we have now raifed againft him,
and which muft end in the overthrow of our
empire in the Eaft.

The fourth expedient was ftill more dread-
ful, and would have fubjected us to the moft
mortifying humiliation that can poffibly be
experienced: it would have been the laft
miferable fubterfuge of a falling ftate, which
may totter on its foundation for a fcw
years before it finks into uttér ruin,

How peace has been effeéted for the fecu-
rity of India, and particularly of the Britifh
Empire in that quarter, isnot for me to deter-

mine,
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mine, farther than juft to obferve, that the
wifdom and policy of Lord Cornwallis can
leave no room to doubt, that the beft was done
for the benefit and advantage of all parties;
and that under the exifting circum{tances his
meafures were prudent, neceffary, and juft.

When we confider the coaft of Malabar in
a military point of view, fhould the power
of Tippoo Sultan again become  inimi-
cal to us, it will be found extremely eligi-
ble for military ftations, and the neareft to
the vitals of his empire, Seringapatam, and
the country of Myiore.

The profecution of the late war has af-
forded us fome excellent information on
feveral fubjets, particularly the navigation
of the rivers, the roads, the countries towards
the Ghauts, and the principal pafles inte
the Myfore. Many important points have
been afcertained, of which we were formerly
unacquainted, and a new military map by
Licutenant-colonel Reynolds, will be the re-
fult of the labours that gentleman has been
unremittingly engaged in for thefe twenty
years paft, over the greateft part of India.

The march of General Abercromby has
confiderable
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confiderable merit in explaining the cours
try from the fea-coaft almoft in a diredt
line with Seringapatam : previoufly to this
period, the inhabitants of Tellicherry, though
not more than nincty miles dire@ diftance,
were unacquainted with the ftate of ecither
the country or the roads, fo little comrhu-

nication had they with the interior parts.
The intercourfe of the Croga Rajah with
the government of Telliche , firft awakened
our attention to the route by the Billiapatam
river.  This river falls into the fea cighteen
miles to the northward of Tellicherry,
and is navigable for large boats, twenty-
five: miles from its mouth to [liacour,
though in a dire& line, it is not more than
fixteen. Captain Byron of his Majefty’s
fhip Pheenix, and Sir Richard Strachan of the
Veflal, rowed up in their barges to Hliacour :
and boats, the fize of common lighters, find
water for about eighteen miles, completely
loaded. From this place, where every thing
mufl be difembarked, as in the cafe of Ge-
neral Abercromby’s march, to - Viatore is
twelve miles, from thence to the foot of the
Poodicherrum Ghaut is fix, and the afcent
near
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-hear to the fpot where the Gereral fad taken
up his ground waiting the arrival of Lord
Cornwallis, about four more. From this to
the foot of Periapatam is twenty-two miles,
and thirty miles further ftands Seringapatam,
the capital of Tippoo’s dominions. The
fort of Belliapatam is fituated on an eminence
on the fouth bank of the river, about three
miles from its mouth. By land the dif-
tance from this place to Seringapatam is
little more than eighty-feven miles, although
the windings of the river will make it fome-
what more.

From Tellicherry, the diftance to Serin-
gapatam is one hundred and two miles
by the following route, without the advan-

tage of any water conveyance:

Miles.
Tellicherry to the Village of Keure, . 20
From Keure to Illiacour, . . . . 8

Illiacour to Viatore, . . . c: irg
Viatore to the bottom of the Pﬂt}dlcher-
umGhdut,~ .. i

To the top, or General Abercmmby 5
Hacampioent; 160 - e ATl g

AOUERTIRPRETY, [ T BT (R, Vag

To Seringapatam, SRR )

SR

2
The
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Fhe ®ant of good harbours on the coaft
of Malabar, is a-great defect ; all the con-
fiderable rivers are incommoded with bars,
and large fhips in the open roads lay at a
confiderable diftance from the fhore. The
port of Tellicherry is in this fituation, and
labours under many inconveniencies.

The harbour of Cannanore, fourteen miles
to the northward of Tellicherry, and only
four miles and a half to the fouthward of
Belliapatam, poffefles fome advantages, and
indeed is the only harbour that I have feen
on the coaft of Malabar, The fort was
built by the Dutch on a peninfula project-
ing into the fea, and which forms one fide
of the bay. Towards the land it is fortified
by a wall, flanked by two baftions, with an
excellent faufle braye, and a tolerable ditch,
cut in the neck of land from the fea to the
harbour.  This ditch would admit the
water, if the fide next to the fea was not
choaked up, but it could be eafily cleared
away,. and conftru@ed either to retain the
water, or allow it a free paflage with the
ebbing and flowing of the tide. To render
the fort refpectable and next to Bombay,

one
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one of the beft and firongeft on the weftern
fide of India, a few out-works would be ne-
ceffary to extend the line of defence, in order
to counterat the extent of the approaches
and to cover the adjacent ground, which in
the prefent fituation evidently commands it

The town of Cannanore is fituated at the
bottom of a fmall harbour, in which there
is fourteen feet water, under the guns of
the fort. A landing place is projected from
the gate toward the fea, where at all feafons
boats may land. Anda few fhips in this har-
bour may ride out the violence of the fouth-
weft monfoon, although I will not pretend to
fay that it will be practicable to fail from
thence before the month of September.

The advantages of thisfituation areevident,
and the confequence of it obvious. Billia-
patam fort when finithed, will effectually
command the river, which would prove
highly ferviceable in conveying ftores and
provifions as high as Illiacour, within
twenty-two . miles of the Poodecherrum
pafs, where an army pofted to advantage
may defy the exertions of Tippoo’s force
from. the natural ftrength of the country,
aivios. L. Dd both
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both in the front and rear. Magazines could
be eftablithed within fifty-two miles of the
Nabob’s capital, fhould neceflity render hofx
tile meafures again neceflary. The bar at the
entrance of Belliapatam river being imprac-
ticable during the fouth weft monfoon, and
for fome time previous to its fetting ' in.
During the blowing of the north weflers,
the harbour of Cannanore, at the diftance
of only four miles and a half, at all feafons
would admit a fafe landing place, from
whence a communication could be kept up
with the fort of Belliapatam, and the ftrength
of the ground between thefe places would
encamp, and allow to be drawn out in order
of battle, a brigade, able to oppofe any force
that Tippoo would choofe to rifk in fuch a
country : and that too in a fituation to preferve
the communication between the two forts,
open and complete, with the rear of our army
protected by the fea, and at the fame time jts
flanks ftrongly covered.

The ground that I have now deferibed is
admirably calculated for defence; from the
ridge of this elevated plain a gentle defeent
torms the front of a line confiderably above

- a mile,

——
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a mile, and the flanks are fecuréd by deep
valleys, over which on the rifing ground
guns could be mounted to great advantage.
To be ready to act at 2 moment’s warning
with fo many advantages, and to be able at
all times to attack the Nabob in his moft
vulnerable part, muft appear to be a point of
the greateft magnitude. The prefervation of
his Malabar dominions is of high import-
ance, from the circumftance of their opening
-fo favourable a road to his upper country,
and from having uniformly drawn off his
armies from defolating the Carnatic. The
detachments fent from Bombay on this fer-
vice, have been in general badly equipped,
without carriage of any kind foreither ftoresor
provifions, principally owing to the expence,
inconveniency, and delay of embarking bul-
locks, and the utter impofiibility of con-
veying cither camels or clephants. A bri-
gade well appointed would at all times over-
awe the Nabob, and prove a confiderable
ground-work to the eftablifhment of a firong
offenfive army. The troops of the Prefidency
of Bombay have always been enterprizing
and fuccefsful. In this and in former wars,

Tippoo and his father have ever dreaded the
Ddas invafion
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invafion of their weftern dominion, and the
forts on the fea coaft have uniformly come
into our poffeffion, by expeditions equipped
from Bombay, -The prefent Nabob felt
more forcibly than Hyder Ally the confe-
quences of our getting immediate footing
in his country, from which there was no
difpoflefling us, without lofs of men and
confiderable delay: by thefe means his at-
tention was taken off from more favourite
purfuits, and where he was materially in-
juring the intereft of our nation, Mangalore
laft war drew the enemy from the Carnatic,
and employed Tippoo and his whole army
near ten months before it finally capitulated,
and was a very confiderable inducement in
forwarding the peace.
. The importance of the Coaft of Malabar

1s very confiderable : irs produce is various,
and which depend on the foil and climate of
the different provinces. Sunda and Man-
galore yield excellent rice in great abundance,
and the fouthern provinces, cardamums, fan-
dal-wood, caffia, coir, and cocoa-nutss from
the fides of the mountains the fineft Teak in
India is cut down and dragged by elephants
to the banks of the great rivers, to be floated
' ' down
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down to the fea-coaft, particularly to Beyporé
in the neighbourhood of Calicut, where he
had built fhips of confiderable burden.

The Hindoeos of the Malabar ceaft, feem
to have attracted his greateft enmity, Dur-
ing the life-time of his father, and fince
his own reign, not lefs than four hundred
thoufand of thefe miferable people have been
carried off by the moft inhuman means. It
would really appear that he wifhed to render
fo fine a country a frightful defart, and to
become a barrier againft our approaches to
his more elevated dominions,

However difficult it may be to reconcile a
meafure {o contrary to his intereft, itis a cer-
tain fat, that he exceedingly injured the
population, and confequently hurt manufac-
tures and the advantages arifing from the pro-
ductions of a well-peopled country, which
form the riches of a ftate. By fome it is
afcribed to religious zeal for the general con-
verfion of the Hindoos to the Mahomedan
religion.

There is one object the Nabob has never
loft fight of ; an objeé which he feems to
have followed with enthufiaftic ardour, that
of becoming a maratime power. Twice his

Ddg prepa=
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preparations have been deftroyed, and before
laft war, veflels of different fizes from four
guns to fixty-four were either burnt or fold
for the benefit of the captors. His ports,
though not the moft convenient, would by
his eftablithing a marine oblige the nation
to keep up a refpeétable naval force in India
for the protection of our trade.

To obviate the inconveniencies of defend-
ing forts immediately on the fea-coaft, he has
lately deftroyed every ane of that defcription,
Onore, Mangalore, and Callicut are erafed,
and he has fubftituted others in their room
more inland and lefs liable to our immediate
affaults, On the high road leading to Bed-
nore he has ereed a fort on an elevated
fituation, witha walled town below : here he
has magazines: filled with the commodities
of his upper country and which he tranfports
on bullocks to the port of Corial-Bunder,
where it is fhipped by the trading veflels of the
Arabs and Moors, whofe connection he en-
courages in preference to all Europeans.

. The river Beypore feemed to have been fixed
on as his principal depot of naval flores and
materials for fhip-buildin g. On the bar
there is fufficient water to float veffels of great

burden,
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burden, and I have myfelf {een, (for I was fla-
tioned there feveral wecks during the war)
a fhip on the ftocks, pierced for 64 guns, for
which there was fufficient water to carry her
out of the river. Teak from the mountains
is cafily conveyed, and his evident intentions
was to fix on a fituation which he could cover
with a ftrong fortification, and become under
his ' protection a flourifhing port, caleulated
for the exportation of his ftaples and the
other commuodities of his country ¥, _

The Nabob having formed the plan, com-
menced to build a town agreeably to the
European manper. = Regular ftrects croffing
each other at right angles befpoke neatnefs
and uniformity. The Durbar or Govern-
ment Houfe was above half finifhed, and
when completed would have farmed a fquare
of no inconfiderable extent. The Fort was
creCted on a rifing ground, nearly three-
fourths of a mile above the town, between
it and the fea, and above a mile and a half
from the. entrance of the river. The new
emporium he dignified with the name of
Ferrockabad, or the  Happy Place.” Co-
lonel Hartley, with a detachment, after the

i ® Beypore is now in our poflciion.
Dy defeat
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defeat of Murtaub Cawn, erected the Eng-
lith flag on the half-finithed walls of the
fort, when it was transferred to the poffeffion
of the Britith troops.

The fort is of his own conftrucion, the
moft extraordinary I ever faw. -~ The circum-
ference of the body of the place is about a
mile, and entirely circular.  Alternately
placed at equal diftances are four fquare baf-
tions and four towers, ‘cach’ intended to
contain embrafures for fix guns, and ‘with-
out out-works of any kind. The mafonry
excellent : “freeftone and lime exceedingly
thick and folid. * A ditch was begun and 2
covered-way intended. ' Water was procured
by wells perforated thrnugh the rock, and
above one hundred: feet in depth, with a
regular flight of fteps cut almoft to thr:
hc:-tmm

Should thefe propofed alterations be n-::]opt-
ed, the Fort of Tellicherry would become al-
together wnneceffary. It is a place’ in its
prefent fituation neither capable of defence
or impmvemcnt but while we have nothing
better, it is warth}r of our attention. Tht:
lines raifed for its protection, ‘ever, in their

prefent contracted fate, are too extenfive to
be
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be well defended by a {mall body of men;
and nature has done as little for its fituation,
as-any place that I have yet feen. For many
years it has been a burthen to the Company,
and at all times expofed to the infult and at-
tack of the Nabob, where ourtroops havebeen
often cooped up, and had it not been for their
fpirit and gallantry, muft have fallen a prey
to his fuperior numbers, ‘and left us without
a place of arms on the Coaft of Malabar. 1t
has been the unceafing aim of the Nabob to
drive us from the vicinity of his country, by
difpoffefling us of the Carnatic, when Tra-
vancore and Tellicherry would become an
eafy prey,and his dominions extend from fea
to fea, -
The mode of warfare adopted by all th

eaftern powers, when oppofed to an encmy
of refpectability and force, more efpecially
European one, is in the firft place moft de-
terminedly to avoid a general  action, and
never to fight but where fuperiority and ad-
vantage is eminently confpicuous: for this
reafon it is that they feek every opportunity
of attacking and cutting off detachments
from the army, and reducing our numbers

_ by every artifice, affifted by the beft intelli-

gence
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gence that' money can procure. Ia their
own country, as our troops: approach, they
burn and deftroy not only every village, 1but
every blade of grafs, in order to deprive us
of provifions or forage, and oblige us either
to detach and weaken our ftrength, or fall
back towards our magazines. 'Should the
war be carried into our country, plunder ‘and
devaftation is every where prevalent, from
their numerous Looties and Pindaries, while
their main army . watch every becafion of
falling in with our efcorts or foragers.
It is rare they undertake a regular fiege,
which would infallibly lead to a deci-
five engagement.  What they cannot attain
by force of arms they think to accomplifh
by ftratagem and- art, whether by depriving
the army of its provifions or ftores, or by
lengthening the war reduce our refources, or
incite defertion among our troops. To thefe
artifices Tippoo has a ftmng propenfity,
but his {uperior judgment has given him
other advantages. Forefecing the confe-
quences and ardent temper of the Englifh,
knowing the incapacity of European troops
ta march in the fultry climate of India, and
computing: on the certain - diminution of

our
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our force, he indulges our wifhes, with
the daily hopes of rifking an action, but
which he uniformly prevents, by out-march-
ing us in every inftance. Tippoo on this
occafion has declared, that he would amufe
the Englith army till their feet became
fwoln as large as thofe of an elephant,
before he would engage them. To render
himfelf fuperior to the native powers in In-
dia, Tippoo has introduced regularity and
fyftem amongft his troops, and his astillery
is better ferved than any other. His know-
Jedge of tactics is confined, and in evolutions
he is exceedingly ignorant. His advantages,
it muft be allowed, enfure him more certain
means of conqueft thanany of his neighbours,
and in rifking detachments againft him, where
he commands in perfon we cannot be two care-
ful. To evince the truth of thefe aflertions,
and to give fome idea of his military talents
and exertions, as well as thofe of his generals,
I need only refer to the more remarkable
occurrences of the war. Thefe recitals will
convey a clear idea of the mode of warfare
in India, and evince what I have already af-
ferted, that Tippoo’s troops fight gallantly
when headed by himfelf, but that his detach-

ments
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ments are never to be depended on for-either
courage or fidelity.

I have been fomewhat particular in de-
feribing the force and difpofition of Tippoo,
together with the fituation of the coaft of Ma-

Labar, in a military point of view: becaufe |

forefee in the event of another Indian war the
firongeft oppofition from the quarter of My-
fore.. Tippoo is to Great Britain what
Hannibal was to the Romans, and it is
abfurd to entertain an idea, that the inte
refts of Tippoo can be rendered compatible
with the profperity of our empire in the
Eaft. We muft regard Tippoo as a great
military charaer, inveterate and cunning,
and ready to take part with our enemies
whenever occafion may offer, with probabi.
lity of fuccefs.  His intrigues  with the
northern powers of India, and his plans and
connections with the Turkith Divan and
the French Republic, declare in the moit
unequivocal manner, his fentiments in regard
to us. It is fortunate for the Britith empire,
that the fyftem of French Republicanifin,
relying too much on the neutrality of the
Porte, has in the recent invafion of Egypt,
unhinged that fort of connection, which,

had

¥)
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had it exifted in full force, might eventually
have proved dangerous to our commerce with
the Eaft, The connection to which I allude,
isthatwhich might have been formed between
- the northern powers of India, Tippoo, the
Turkith Empire, and the French Republic.
Should we turn to the views of France in the
early period of the revolution, we fhall find
it extremely jealous of our friendfhip with
the Turks, and that they were determined to
engrofs not only the whole trade of the
Levant, but alfo in courfe of time, the Indian
commerce by that medium, and the fu-
preme command in the Mediterrancan,
At the moment when the Direétors of the
government of France deemed it inexpedient
to attempt the power of the Englith in In-
dia, it was only becaufe they did not wifh
to have a rupture with this country, and that
time alone would work our deftruction in
the Eaft. Condorcet, who was at this period
a man of great weight and confideration in
France, and Vice-prefident of the National
Convention, publifhed fentiments which fully
tend to confirm what I have now advanced,
and which throws a firong light on the
yiews and defigns of France: ** England,”

faid



( 414 )

faid e, *“ no doubt has an intereft in depriv-
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** and confequently formed for liberty : for *
11 in-

ing us of the friendfhip of the Turks, that
the may be thereby enabled to exclude us
from the Levant trade, which we at pre-
fent carry on: but let her fpin out her
intrigues, the moment of our power is
approaching, and then the minifter who
now hates and affeéts to defpife us, will
court our alliance ; and the ftate which
dictates Machiavelian policy to enrich it-
felf, may be caught in its own fnares, A
nation that forces its refources is nearer to,
its fall than it may imagine : the neceflity
of our having a fleet in the Mediters
ranean, is founded on this principle, that
fhe ought once for all to break the league
of ‘the petty Princes of the South, and
convince them of this plain and fimple
truth, that we fear them not: we will af-
terwards think of the means of getting
rid of the powers of the king of Sardinia,
and favouring the difmemberment of the
ifland, from which he derives his royal
title.  The expedition may be entrufted
to Paoli with three frigates ‘and 3000
Corficans ; the Sardinians are iflanders,
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in-all times paft, thofe who inhabited
iflands and mountains have detefted the
yoke of defpotifm. The conqueft of Sar-
dinia will be an additional ftep toward
untverfal republicanifm: then we may
think of our Levant trade, fo ufeful to
our fouthern departments: commerce is
the offspring of induftry, as induftry is of
liberty ; let us but be free, and ftrength,
wealth, and every other good will necef-
farily follow. The Turks will ftand in
need of us, they will give us whatever
we afk, and we fhall find in the Levant
trade ample compenfation for all our loffes
in America : but to effet this, we muit
rule the Mediterranean ; it is our fea, we
muft be fuperior there to the Ruffian
fleet, and wake the Emprefs from the
dream in which fhe fondly thinks fhe
can become miftrefs of Corfica, and pour
her Ruffians into Provence. We muft
awe the confederated Bourbons of the
South, and be beforehand with their in-
tended armament for next fpring: we
muft make Spain tremble : let ten French
fhips of war be fent to carry the three-
coloured cockade, and the declaration of

¢ the
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the Rights of Man into Catalonia, We
muit let the Bourbon of Spain know, that
if he ventures to take in dudgeon what we
have done, we will recover from him Na-
varre, which of right belongs to him, and
then declare it free. 'We muft be before~
hand with the other crowned Bourbon,
the King of the two Sicilies, and alfo the
great Mafter of Malta, who are confede-
rating againft us. What is wanting to
accomplifh all this: ten fhips of the line
and fome battalions of our great national
army. We have all Europe againft us;
then be it fo, it is a glorious fight, and
cqually worthy of us who bear a part in

¢ it, of hiftory that will record it, and of

profperity that will read of it. Holland,
it was further obferved, would be hurried
into the republican vortex, perhaps Eng-
land will alfo, But indemnify England
for the lofs of her influence over Hol.
land, and the Englifh commerce for open-
ing the Scheldt.  We muft propofe to the
Englith government and merchants to de-
liver the Spanifh colonies from the unjuft
and heavy yoke impofed on them by the
mother country. This operation fo eafy

e will
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will open an inexhauftible fource of riches,
Three fquadrons are fufficient for this
operation, one in the Straits of Gibraitar,
one in the Gulf of Mexico, another on the
coafts of Chili and Leon, and a few fri-
gates at Manilla. Thefe fquadrons muft
be half French half Englith, that we may
not infpire England with any jealoufy.
Let us never think of molefting the
Englith in India; let us only have reft-
ing places there: this will be enough.
The power of the Englifh there be-
comes Coloffal; it will deftroy itfelf by
its own bulk. This event may be, per-
haps, much nearer than one thinks. The
Indians, by becoming more warlike every
day, will caufe great diforders in Old
England,

* In my opinion,” fays Condorcet, ¢ the

true theory of colonies is, that they fhould
govern themfelves ; that they fhould be in-
dependent ; and that the mother countries
fthould carry onafrectrade ;and itisacknow-
ledged that commerce is never more flou-
rithing than when it enjoys perfect liber-
ty : witnefs the lofs of America to Eng-
land : its commerce has been more and
Vor. L. Ee¢ ‘““ mors
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¢ more extended, and America itfelf has ina
¢« ¢reafed in riches, populiﬂun, and con-

“ fumption.  Suffer a free communica-

“ tion: this i fsk few v«arda is the theory uf
‘¢ commerce.”

At the juncture when fuch vaft defigns
were forming in the chimerical minds of the
French, it may not be unacceptuble to take
a review of the ftate of their navy at that
time, as the means by which they intended
to effect their purpofes. The Mediterrancan
fleet confifted of five fhips, feven frigates,
feven corvettes, and four packets. The Mi-
nifter of the Marine had reinforced it with
- ten fhips fitted out at Breft, L’Orient, and
Rochefort. The whole of their marine force
confifted of 102 veffels: viz. twenty-one
thips of the line, fifty frigates, eighteen cor-
vettes, twenty-four armed packets, two
floops, and ten flutes ; independent of thele,
the republic had in its port, fifty-three fhips
ready built, thirty-four of which were fit for

being inftantly equipped, and nincteen in

fuch a flate as to be fufceptible of repairs.
Of feven fhips building, three of whom
were ready to he launched, the republic had
in its ports forty-one frigates ready built,

twenty-

r/
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“twenty-four of which were ready to be fitted
out, and the other feventeen capable of being

repaired, and fix frigates upon the ftocks.
Such was the feeble ftate of the French
navy in the year 17g92: and we may now
confole ourfelves, that our late brilliant naval
victories, have reduced it to a fituation fo
crippled, that it is no longer to be appre-
hended, or indeed to be rcg_ardcd in the fcale
of maritime Europe. Their views in the Me-
diterranean are ruined, and their ideal {chemes
of engroffing the Indian commerce at an end.
Their intentions of poflefling themfelves of
the mouths of the Nile, the Borders of the
Red Sea, the Banks of the Euphrates and
Tigris, and the Perfian Gulf, in dire& oppo-
fition to the intereft of the Turks and Arabs,
was a {peculation fit only for the warm ima-
ginations of the French, and worthy only of
their vapouring rhodomontade. If it was their
intention to revolutionize Egypt, Syria, and
Arabia, by means of the fixed inhabitants of
thefe countries, it thows how litile they were
acquainted with their real fituation. Had they
confulted the elegant writers of their own na-

tion, Savary and Volney, on this fubject, they
f Eez would
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would have difcovered the wretched and hu-
miliating ftate of the people they intended to
organize : they furely could not fuppofe that
the roving Arabs, whofe characteriftic is free-
dom, would fubmit to the unjuft proceedings
of a French military democratic power :
a montfter hideous in itfelf and deftruétive to
thofe who have experienced its mifchievous
and baneful dominion.

It never has been doubted that human na-
ture, in a flate of degradation is utterly inca-
pable of liberty, or of receiving thofe im-
preflions which tend to promote it. The
mind ¢f man muft be humanifed, and taught
to feel and to underftand that reciprocal jui-
tice is true liberty. To effect a radical change
in the wicked and debafed charaéter of a na-
tion, funk in every vice, and entirely given
up to every fort of infamy, is a progreffive.
work of much labour; and requiring in the
firlt place, not only the example of public
virtue, but the moft ftrict attention to private
morals. Whether the Egyptians, who are. in
this wretched fituation, can derive from the
manner, habits, and proceedings of the
French, thofe noble and juft fentiments ne- |
ceflfary to promote and accelerate a reform,

is
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is a queftion eafily to be folved. Soldiers
and men of defperate fortune are not the beft
patterns of juftice and excellence, even were
the Egyptians in a ftate ready to receive the
imprefiion,

That the French Directory have mifcaleu-
lated in their expedition to Egypt, muit ap-
pear evident to every one.  If their intention
was colonifation, who were to colonife? Not
the foldiers, from whom habits of induftry
could not be expedted: it muft have been
i:-y emigration from France, a country al-
ready much depopulated and neglected. To
have accomplifhed this, the power of the
French muft have been predominant in the
Mediterranean ; and they muft alfo have had
the command in the Red Sea and of Upper
Egypt. Alexander the Great, before he at-
tacked the city of Tyre, meditated an expe-
dition to Egypt ; but the want of naval fu-
periority in the Mediterranean was his rea-
fon for then declining it. By the reduction
of Tyre and Phenicia, Alexander calculated
on the capture of their numerous navy, and
at that time in the hands of the Perfians ;

* ‘Arsian, Vol. L. p. 108.
Eeg this
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this circumflance ought to have been remem-
bered by the French Directory., We will,
however, fuppofe for a moment, that the
French had eftablifhed themfelves in Egypt,
and that-they threatened the deftru&ion of
Englith commerce with India: in this fitu-
ation remedies might ftill be applied to ren-
der all thefe fchemes fruitlefs and abortive.
The Nile, which fertilifes the country through
which it runs, flows by a long and ftraight
courfe through the kingdoms of Abyflinia
and Nubia, before it defcends into the lower
country, where it forms by its many mouths
the Delta of Egypt. The mutyal intercourfe
of thefe countries is very great, by means of
the navigation of'the Nile; and lower Egypt,
notwithftanding its own prolific and abun-
dant foil, ftands greatly in want of many
fupplies from thofe countries which the Nile
waters in its courfe. The fituation of the
coaft of Malabar and its vicinity to the Straits
of Babel Mandel, together with our naval
force in thofe feas, would command entire
poffeffion of the Red Sea, and enable the
Eaft-India Company to detach from their
fettlements on that coaft, an army of native
troops to occupy the Banks of the Nile, and

entirely
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entirely to cut off the communication be-
tween' Upper and Lower Egvpt. Thefe
troops might be landed at Cofier, from
whence they could be marched to Ghennah,
on the Nile. The Arabs would fully keep
awake the attention of the French on ‘the
fide of Syria and towards the Delta, and the
Mediterranean Sea. Another circumflance of
no inconfiderable import ought to beattended
to. Thofe Arabs who inhabit the fhores of
the Red Sea, cannot fail to regard the inva-
fion of the French with a jealous eye, and
* would, no doubt, cheerfully exert themfelves
to drive out the invaders. The native troops
of India being of the fame religion with the
Arabs, at leaft many of them being fo, itis
to be fuppofed that from a fimilarity of
manners and cuftoms they would readily
affimilate, and act together on the fame prin-
ciples of oppofition towards the French,
The French at all events, having a powerful
body of Arabs in their front, anda confider-
able force ready to fall down the Nile on their
rear, would be reduced to the greateft extre-
mities, and ultimately forced to furrender
at diferetion, It may however be reafonably
expected that this event has already taken

Eeyg place.
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place. But fhould any apprehenfion of the
fuccefs and power of the French create feri-
ous alarm in the minds of Government and
the Eaft-India Company, fo as to juftify a
meafure, dictated by political cxpedieney,
and which neceffity only can approve ; there
is no doubt that the plan of the Great Albu-
querque could be carried into execution, and
the current of the Nile be diverted into the
Red Sea; Egypt would become an uninha-
bitable Defart, and the prefent people would
be obliged to retire into Syria, there to culti-
vate, what are highly capable of improve-
ment, its extenfive uninhabited plains. And
it may be a confolaion, that the degenerated
Egyptians, under the influence of a different
climate, might poflibly become more ufeful,
and, as members of fociety, better deferving
ericouragement and protection.

If the views of the French in regard to
Egypt have been deceitful and fallacious,
thofe in regard to the Euphrates, Tygris,
and the Gulf of Perfia are no lefs fo. The
defigns of Buonaparte an Bombay * and Surat
from this quarter, do not deferve to be fe-
rioufly examined. The defigns of Tippoo, I

* Appendis, E,
believe,
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believe, are more mature than what the
French have on this fubject, publicly de-
clared : and 1 fhall in this place explain on
what data my opinion is formed.

It would be a laborious tafk to trace the
different irruptions into the plains of Hin-
doftan by the firft Mahomedan Conquerors.
It is fufficient to obferve, that on the divifion
of the empire of Alexander, there arofe in
the countries fituated between Parthia and the
Indus, and lying to the South of the river
Tihon or Oxus, a very confiderable kingdom,
known by the name of Bactria. This king-
dom, after many viciffitudes, came under the
extenfive dominion of the Caliphs; but to-
wards the clofe of the gth century, the period
when the empire of the Caliphs fell into
decline, this country as well as Bucharia,
was feized on by one of the Governors under
the Caliphat, As the hiftery of the coun-
tries between the Cafpian Sca and Eaftern
Tartary, has been a continued feries of revolt,
fo in the year gbo, Abiftagi, the Governor
of Korafan, withdrew his allegiance from
the King of Bucharia, and founded the empire
of Ghizna, comprehending nearly the fame
countries as the ancient Baétria.  This

ufurper
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ufurper cftablifhed his capital at Ghizna, a
town fituated on- the river Cow Mull, at no
great diftance, weftward from the Indus,
Subuctagi fucceeded Abeflagi, who made
fome predatory incurfiens inta the Panjab 5
but the glory, if any, of being the firft Ma-
homedan Conqueror of India devolved on his
fon Mahmood Sultan, a Prince of. great
enterprize and military fpirit. At this pe-
riod the empire of Hindoftan had not been
contaminated by foreign invafion. The in-
habitants fpoke the language of their an.
ceftors which is now difufed, and only known
to the Pundits, or learned Bramins, and they
enjoyed the free exercife of the Hindoo Tes
ligion undifturbed,

Mahmood Sultan, having added Bucharia
to his kingdom, refolved to crofs the Indus,
and to turn his arms towards Hindoftan. Ac.
cordingly in the year 1000, he fet out on this
¢xpedition.  The Rajapoots, who then ine
habited the diftridts of Moultan and Lahore,
oppoled him foreight years, with greatbravery,
and with various fuccefs. Notwithftanding
the combination of the Hindoo Princes, this
fuccefsful and determined invader, after re-
peated expeditions, in the year 1011, made

A himfelf
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himfelf mafter of Delhi. It does not appeay
that this conqueft gave him unlimited empire
in the Eaft: for the Rajapoots of Agemire
he found.it impoffible to fubdue. From the
effect of a religion newly acquired, the rage
of Mahmood was particularly directed againft
the temples of the Hindoos and other places
of facred inftitution, But he found means to
eftablith his authority. over the Panjab *, and
he fubdued and nominally retained all the
country from the Ganges to Guzarat, inclu-
five, leaving the Decan and the Peninfula of
Indiato future conquerors, This is the fhort
hiftory of the firft permanent eftablifhments
in Hindoftan, enforced by the Mahomedan
"Tartars, and who by degrees fixed their capi-
tal at Lahore, Thefe fuccefles were followed
up by Mahomed the Second, of Ghorean ex=
traction, and by the different Dynafties of
Patans, or Afghans and Moguls.

It will be here obferved, that Hyder Ally,
the founder of the Myfforean Empire, and
the father of Tippoo Sultan, took for his model

-the famous Mahmood : and became to the

* The Panjab is that tradt of country watered by the
five great rivers to the eaftward of the Indus, and which
fall into that river.

Hindoos
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Hindoos of the Peninfula what that Prince had
been to the inhabitants of Hindoftan *. The
fon no lefs cruel, trod in the footfteps of his
father, and looked forward to eftablith a new
Dynafty of Mahomedan Emperors over all
the fouthern provinces of India. Like the
firlt barbarous hordes that invaded Hindoftan,
the rage of Hyder and Tippoo was fatal to
all, not of the Mahomedan religion, and to
the Pagodas of the Hindoes. Tippoo endea-
vours to trace his defcent from the favage
conquerors who preceded him, and would
no doubt, glory in the commiffion of the
fame crimes, and exert the fame means to
accomplith his views. We cannot in this
place help betraying a fmile, when we confi-
der the vanity of Tippoo, and his anxiety
about pedigree, and compare it with fome

* The term Hindoftan is improperly applicd to all the
' country which lies between the rivers Ganges and Indus,
to the Ealt and Weft : the mountains of Thibet to the
North, and the Sea to the South, which includes the
whole Peninfula of India. In faét, Hindoftan proper
is interfecled by the line of 21 or =2 north Iatitude,
and extending northward to the mountains above men-
tioned. The country lying immediately to the South is
called the Deccan, while the ftill more fouthern pro-
vinces are diflinguifhed by the names of the Coalts of
Malabar, and Coromandel ; the Concan, Circars, &c. .
o
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of our European countrymen, who like him,
are perhaps, as much at a lofs to account
for their riches, titles, and honours. It is
not the palman qui merust of Lord Nelfon,
which falls to the thare of all who are cn-
riched and ennobled.

Tippm’s object being to eftablifh, as we
have already obferved, the Mahomedan con-
quefts over India, regards the affiftance of
the fucceflor to the throne of Mahmood
Sultan, Emperor of Ghizna, as effential to
his fuccefs.

Since the time of Mahmood this empire
has undergone feveral changes and vicifli-
tudes. The line of the Ghiznian Emperors
continued in the poffeflion of this vaft king-
dom till the year 1158, when the irruptions
of the Gaurides from a territory beyond the
mountains of Ghurgiftan, f{eized on the
weftern part of the empire, and became an
independent ftate under Mahomed the Second,
called Mahomed Gori, from the name of his
former country. Cufroe the Ghiznian,
being thus driven from the greateft part of
‘his dominions, neverthelefs retained that part
which was contiguous to the Indus, and

Lahore
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Iahore becamie his capital : but this was only
for a while, for the fucceflors of Cufroe
were difpoffeffed of the portion which res
mained to them by the fame Mahomed, who
carried his arms to Benares, the feat of
Hindoo elegance and literature, The Maho-
medans of the Patan or Afghan Dynafty pur-
fued their canqueﬂ; with fuccefs till the
reign of the great Aurengzebe or Allumgire,
when the empire of the Moguls arrived at
the zenith of its glory. Duringall this time,
the weftern part of this vaft extent of terri-
tory was under the management of Gover-
nors, appointed by the Court of Delhi: and
amongit other countries, thofe comprehend-
ing the original Ghiznian empire,

Early in the prefent century the kingdom
of Perfia was governed by a Monarch, who
was not inferior either in fanguinary aéts, or
in rapine and depredation to thofe we have
already- mentioned : this was Thamas Kouli
Cawn. To exemplify his condué and pur-
fuits it need only be mentioned, that 100,000
people were maflacred, and a plunder col-
Jeted and carried into Perfia, amounting to
no lefs a fum than fixty-two millions of our :
money. Befides this, he added to his empire

< all
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all that part appertaining to Hindofton, lying
to the weftward of the Indus,

On the death of Thamas, better known by
the name of Nadir Shah, his empire, like
that of Alexander, was torn in pieces: Ab-
dallah, who had been one of his generals, and
who, it is aflerted, was a native Prince of
the Afghan race, defpoiled of his country
by the Perfian emperor, and obliged by him
to follow his fortunes, laid hold of the caft-
ern part of Perfia, and laid the foundation of
the kingdom of Candahar*, This kingdom
is nearly the fame with that of ancient
Ghizna, comprehending Candahar, Cabul,
Cafhmere, and Khorafun, and having the
whole country on the weftern banks of the
Indies, from the city of Attock to the Gulf
of Cutch, f{ubjec to his tribute and control,
and of which Major Rennell gives the fol-
lowing account.

Timur Shaw, (the fucceffor of Ahmud
Abdalla, late King of Candahar, Korafun,
8ce. who died about the year 1773,) pofiefles
in Hindoftan nothing more than the coun-
try of Cafhmere, and fome inconfiderable
diftricts contiguous to the eaftern bank of

* Appendix, F.
the
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thé Indies, above the city of Attock. On
the death of Nadir he fuddenly appeared
among his former fubjjects, and in a fhort
time erected for himfelf a confiderable king-
dom in the eaftern part of Perfia ; adding to
it, moft of the Indian provinces ceded by the
Mogul to Nadir Shaw. It has been afferted
that Abdalla had arifen to a high cormmand
in the Perfian army ; and that his depart-
ments of courfe occafioning a large fum of
money to center with him ; he, on the death
of Nadir Shaw, availed himfelf of the ufe of
thefe treafures, to carry off a part of the
army. He eftablithed his capital at Cabul,
near the hither-foot of the Indian Caucafus ;
and it appeared by the accounts of Mr. For-
fter, who traverfed the country of Timur
Shaw in 1783, that his fubjeés live under
an ealy 'government, that is, for an Afiatic
one. The revenues and military force of
Candahar have not come to my knowledge.
The military eftablithment has been given at
200,000 men. I know Abdalla had regu-
lar infantry, cloathed like the Britifh Sea-
poys, and at one time made ufe of the Bri-
tith manufaGures for that purpofe. This

trade,
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trade went by Sindy and: up the Indus, and
by its branches to Cabul. ' The trade has
long been atanend. ' :
This country is now governed by’ Zemaun'
Shaw.  With this prince, Tippoo has courted
an alliance, as I have before mentioned, with
a view .to eftablith an empire of univerfal
Mahomedanifm over India. 1In this con-
cuffion the Britith power would be the ficft
attacked. - Our empire in’ that quarter may
therefore: beconfidered asthe great barrier
between  the Hindoos and ‘the Mahomedan
princes of India: for the downfal of the
Britith government in that country ‘would, no
doubt, be very foon followed by the expulfion
of thie Aboriginal Hinéfpos, or at leaft by the
completeoverthrowof theirempirein the Eaft.
By attention to the map of 'India and the
pofition: of the Seicks, we fhall find in that
nation an infuperable’ bar' to the march of
Zemaun Shaw to the frontiers of Qude and
the provinces of Bengal. The whole of the
country of the Seicks is interfected by five
large rivers; to the caftward of the Indus,
and:inhabited 'by a warlike and ponxrerful
race. Thefe people were firft noticed in the
reign of Shah Ichan, who began his reign in
SaNor, T. Ff

the
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the year 1628, about which time they be
came fettlers along the monntains, which
form the boundary of Hindoftan to the
north. - They differ confiderably fromi the
Hindoos, being tolerant, and admitting pro-
felytes amongft them, although they: hold
Mahomedifm in .great detéffation. - The
Scicks became formidable in the reign of
Bahadar Shaw, about the year | 1707,7and
obliged that. monarch tg oppofe them, in per-
fon with a confiderable army. : but in theyear
1616 they were fo powerful that the Grand
Army of: the Mogul empire was under the ne-
ceflity of marching againft them.

¢“ The Seicks * may, be reckoned: the mofk
** weftern nation of Hindoftan: fof.the King
“.of Candahar pofleflés but an inconfiderable
* extent of territory, on the eaftof the Indus ;
** but fince the completé downfal of the Mo=
“« gul empire, they have acquired very exten-
*¢ five domains ; but their power oughtnot to
** be eftimated in thc-g;gatt- proportion to the
** extent of their poffeflions, fince theydo not
# form one entire fate; buta number of fmall
** acres, independent of each other in their in-

* Vide Major Rennell, page. cx«i,
ternal
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““ ternal government, and only conne&ed by a
*¢ federal union. They have extended their
“ territories on the fouth-caft, that 1s, into the
« province of Delhi, very rapidly of lateyears ;
““ and perhaps the Zemindars of that country
*“may have found it inconvenient to place
“ themfelves under the protection of the
*¢ Seicks, in order to avoid the more oppref-
*“ five government of their former mafters.
“¢ Certainit is, that the eaftern boundary of the
* Seicks” dominions has been advanced to the
“ banks of the Jumnah river, above Delhi;
“ and to the neighbourhood of that city, for
“ the adjoining territory of Schaurumpour is
** fubject to their depredations, if not actually
““ tributary to thém, and that they make ex-
** curfions to the very fide of the Ganges. On
*“ the fouth, they are bounded by the northern
*“ extreme of the fandy Defart of Regiftan ;
** and on the fouth-weft their boundary meets
** that of Sindy or Tatta, atthe city of Beh-
** ker, or Bhaker, onthe Indus. Onthe weit,
*“ the Indus is their general boundary, as high
““ upas thecity of Attock, near to which be-
** gin the territories of the King of Candahar,
** and their northern boundary is the chain of
*“ mountains that lies towards Thibet and

Ffao ** Cafh-
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¢ Cafhmere. This being the cafe, they will be
** found to pofiefs the whole Soubah or Pro-
** vinceof Lahore, the principal part of Moul-
*“ tain, and the weftern part of Delhi, the
¢ dimenfions of which tracts are above 400
¢ Britith miles from N. W. to S. E.and from
" 150 t0 200 broad in general ; although in
*“ the part between Attock and Behkar (that
““is, along the Indus) the extent cannot be
«“ lIefs than 320. Their capital city is Lahore.
““ We know but little concerning the ftate of
“ their govenment and politics ; ‘but the
“* formeris reprefented as being mild. In their
*“ mode of making war, they are unqueftion-
*“ ably favage and cruel,  Their army confifts
“ almoft entirely of horfe, of which they are
** faid to be able to bring at leaft 100,000 into
** the field. It is fortunate that the Oude do-
** minions have the Ganges fora barrier be-
“ tween them and this army-of plunderers.
“* Abdalla.wasaccuftomed to paf sthroughthe
*“ country of the Sheicks during his vifits to
“ Delhi as late as the years 1760 and 1761,
*“ and indeed meditated the conqueft of it; but
““ it is probable that with the prefent ftrength
‘* of the Seicks, no King of Candahar will
" attempt either the one or the other, It was

“ lately
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“lately reported, that the Seicks were in
** amity with Timur Shah of Candahar, and
*“ meant to allow his army a paffage through
*¢ their territories. This, however, appears
“ highly improbable : the progrefs of an In-
“ dianarmy, effe@ing nearly an equal degree
““ of defolation, whether it enters a country
*“ on terms of hoftility or of amity.”

From the illuftration which I haye given,
the reader will eafily difcover the nature of
the connection and of that alliance which I
have before remarked. A plan which might
have been rendered more defiructive thar the
mad ambitious fchemes of the French Di-
reCtory. I truft that I may be excufed in
remarking, that to oppofe the northern hordes
of Mahomedan Tartars, the good-will and
opinion of the Scicks and theRajah-Poots
of Agemire, ought, by the Eaft India Com-
pany, to be particularly conciliated. It is,
however, a fortunate circumftance, as already
obferved, that the river Granges affords o
{trong a barrier againft the inroads of the Bar-
barians, and an excellent line of defence to
cover and protect our poffeffions in Hindoftan.

Notwithftanding that I endeavour to avoid
all fpeculative reafoning, I cannot help

Five obferving
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obfervi ing, that the plans of the French dif-

fer very widely from my ideas, regarding the
object they haye in view., If it be the over-
throw of our power in India, they have ap-
proached us where we arc leaft yulnerable,
and the means which they have taken to
accomplifh our ruin, muft terminate in their
own defltruction and difgrace,

The cxecutive power of this country, by
continuing the war, will, undoubtedly, haye
the fole merit of being the caufe of that fa-
vourable turn in public aff';;ifs, which now
begins to brighten in the horizon of politics.
For it may be hoped that the French Repub-
lic has alrcady outlived its glory; Neither
the terror of her arms, or the allurements
which the held out are fo predominant in,
Europe as in the early flages of her ambitious
career. Time, which difclofes the fecrer
fentiments of men, and is the touchftone of
events, has developed the true fyftem of the
French : and we have only to turn to Con-
dorcet, whofe principles and plans they have
adopted, to prove, that the whole tenor of
their proceedings tended to theirown aggran-
dmement and univerfal Rzﬁu&hmn 1.

The
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"The procraftination of the Commiffioners
at Raftadt, which has prevented the Ger-
manic body from acceding to an injurious
peace, and the alliance formed between the
Emperor of Germany and that of Ruffia, in
which the Porte is inclinable to acquiefce,
bids fair by a renewal of hoftilities to com.
pel the Republic to meafures of moderation
and juftice. The' allied powers moft pro-
bably; by the influence of Ruffin, will draw
Sweden and Denmark into the combination :
and there can be no doubt, but that the Kings
of Sardinia and Naples, together with the
Swifs Cantons, will readily give their fup-
port.

In Holland there are many of the Stadt-
holder’s friends, who anxioufly wai: the op-
portunity of commencing a revolution in his
favour. The King of Pruflia will not re-
main an idle fpectator. His attions will be
guided by particular views; but there is little
reafon to apprehend that he will efpoufe the
caufe of the French in the face of all Europe.
The Spaniards have been long inactive, and
will be' ftill lefs inclined to exertion as the
. French’ Directory leffens in their eftimation,
| 17 and
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and that they have lefs to dread from their
refentment. . The fentiments of Portugal are
well known, :

In Belgium an infurre@ion has taken
place, with confiderable vigour, and perhaps
with effect : at all events, it will direct the
attention of the French to this quarter, and
oblige them to detach from their armies on
the Rhine. The Arch Duke it is underftood
has proceeded thither, to re-afTume the com-
mand of the Auftrian forces, and the Ruffian
troops now on their march through Germany
may be expected early in the Spring to form
3 junéion with thofe of the Germanic body.

Great Britain, I have already obferved, will
richly deferve an indemnification for the hlood
and treafure fhe has expended in the war,
The ceffion of Ceylon and the Cape of Good
Hope : the Spice Iflands, and a Port or Ports
in the Mediterranean * will add to our fe-
curity and enable the cxccutive power to
tranfmit to pofterity a growing empire, full
of refources, and capable of attaining the
higheft  degrec of  gradual Inprovement,

I have pointed out the fituation of public
affairs in India during my fay in that country,

* Appendix G.
An
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An indifpenfible duty required my return to
Great Britain, at all events by the laft thip of
the, feafon, or by the over-land route: but
practical experience of the difficulties and
delays which impede the conveyance of intel-
ligence by the way of Buffora, led me to con-
fider whether 2 more eligible route might not
be adopted for the intercourfe between Great
Britain and India.

I refolved on preferring the route by Suez
to a fea conveyance. With every exertion on
my part to expedite the journey, it will be
obferved, that by the way of Buffora, fuch
were the unavoidable procraftinations I had
to encounter; that it required fix months to
complete-it. I have annexed a note *, to
fhew the nature of thefe delays. While my
thoughts were occupied on this fubject, I'had
the good fortune to meet with Colonel Cap:=
per’s very able and interefting narrative of
his journies to and from India, both by
Buffora and Suez, and the fatisfa@®ion to
find the opinion of a gentleman, fo well qua-
lified to decide upon the fubject, perfectly
coincided with my own, as to preference
to be given in every point of view to the

* Appendix, H.
route
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route through Egypt. ‘The neceflity for thie
execution of the plan originally fuggelted by
Colonel Capper for eftablithing a regular
poft with India, will, it is prefumed, be evis
‘dent to thofe who confider the delay and in-
fecurity which war creates in the conveyance
of intelligence: by fea, and the additional
importance it frequently gives to the intelli-
gence to be conveyed.  And as war is, I fear,
to be calculated among the too probable con-
tingencies of empire, and even the period of
the prefent awful conteft not to be forefeen;
" Ttruft. I may be: permitted to fuggeft, that
during a flate of hoftility with ‘any of the
maritime powers of Europe, the value of an
expeditious and regular communication with
India over land s confiderably enhanced.
Our fhips are retarded to wait for convoys,
and to' fail in fleets ;- and they fail at laft
with @ rifque of falling into the encmy’s
hands, and of thereby converting - that intel-
genee intended for our fafety into an inftru.
ment for our deftruction®;  Norwill it elcape

£ the

7 From the brilliant fuceefs of the Marquis Cornwallis
over Tippoo Su]::mn'_; his having refigned the' gﬁﬁnm“-
ment of Britith Indix 'in’ tHe ' beft poflible ftate of pro-

L grellive
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the moft carelefs abferver, thatthe political
and commercial interefts of India are morc
intimately interwoven with the general prof-
perity of the cmpire, and thofe interefts
better underftood, and: mare beneficially and
ably conducted, than at any former period of
the connection between thefe remote. couns
tries. Soon after my return to India, and
while the impreffion of the difficulties of the
journcy by Buffora was recent, I drew up
«¢ §ome Confiderations on the propricty and
«« pracicability of fending Difpatches from
«« India by the way of Suez, and from Indig
¢ to England, by the fame route,” which
were prefented  to, Major General  Aber-

greflive improvement, in which ftate it ftill muﬁnun;—
from the advantages gained in that quarier during the

3

late conteft, we are left without a rival in the caftern

hemifphere, urilefs indecd, Buonaparie {hould be able to
condudt an army to India; a circumftance hot to be
expedted, and from being attended with the utmoit diffi-
culty and rifk, by nomeans to be ferionfly dreaded.  The
termination of the depending war, favourable, <it is
hoped, to Great Britain, will afford many years of tran-
quillity, to ivnrlfc&. the work fo fuccefsfully and judici-
oufly commenced. It is mot to be fuppofed, from the
combination of fo many favourable circumftances, but
that every ufeful endeavour to promote prefent advantage,
and future fecurity, will be minutely attended to.

: cromby,
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.eromby, then Governor of Bo_mﬁay. accom-
panied by an offer to make the attempt in
one of the Company’s cruizers, and to truft
to the liberality of the Court of Diréctors for
reimburfement, fhould the event Juftify the
expectation I had formed. It is evident,
General  Abercromby thought the feheme
practicable and ‘expedient, for he accepted
the pmpof'ﬂ, and an'armed veflel, helunging
 to'thé' Company was detained on the coaft of
Malabar, from November 1700, till Fe-
bruary 1791, for the exprefs purpofe of con-
ying me to Suez, with public difpatches.
It happened t'mfartunati:]y,' hmircvér, ‘that no
event occurred in that intérval of fufficient
importance to require a particular difpatch ;
the idea was at that time given up, and I was
under the neceflity of prucecding to England
in the Worcefter Indiaman, [ am happy to
learn, that the government of Bombay have
. lately eftablithed anover-land poit by the way
of Buffora, and that it has fucceeded * ; and, T
truft, it is ﬁat'aﬂ'umin_g too much, to pre-
fume, that the Memorial I had the honour
to lay before that Government; in the year
1790, has contributed to it. '
Of late'years' a2 criier has'nhnually been
o ! *Appendix, I,
fent
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fent fromi Bombay to Suez with government
difpatches, with orders to wait the return of
others from England.  The following ex-
tract of a letter from Bombay, dated the 6th
of February, 1796, convinced; me -of . the
determination on the part of Government,
not only to uphold, but to extend the regular
poft i_q India, ani ultimately by the Defarts of
Axabia to Great Britain. ' But the renewal of
4 channel of communication by Sucz is much
to be preferred. and becomes every day more
important, in proportion as our dominions in
the Eaft are extended and improved, and the
facility, and expedition of which will be in-
creafed, and become manifeft the oftener it
is reforted to, and more efpecially, thould it
be fané&ioned by Government and the Eaft-
JIndia Company.

* The doubtful and irregular communi-
‘¢ cation. which has hitherto fubfifted between
‘¢ Bombay and the fubordinates, has long
‘ been a fubject of regret: this inconveni-
“ ence, we are happy to learn, has attracted
‘¢ the attention of Government, and that ar-
* rangements have been formed to make the
‘¢ communication in which the public and

‘4 private interefts are fo much concerned, at
; once
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“once certain and expeditios i by eftals
¢ lithing a weekly intercourfe, as well with
* the Malabar province, as with Surat. Feor
¢ this purpofe, packets will 1be difpatched
“every Saturday, after. the firft of March,
‘4 tor Cavai, ' the northern boundary of the
* province 5 by ‘this ‘means faving a great
*“ deal of time, which vefléls are: frequently
¢ decuftomed to lofe in beating off Mount
“Dilla: on the other handy the communi-
“ cation with Surat, we undesftand, isto be
“* more frequent than heretofore : by aernizer
“'to be difpatched every quarter of the
““moon, a circumftance that will remove
““thofe delays and dangers to which flects
** have fo often been expofed. for want of
“ convoy.”

The dangers and the anxicties arifing from
the: want of fuch communication between
Great Britain and her India fettlements, dur-
mg the two laft wars, are frefh in the me-
mory of many, and will not be eafily for-
gotten. The want of early intelligence
ncarly occafioned: the lofs. of our poffeflions
on the coaft of Coromandel and Malabar ;
and this lofs would have fhook the fecurity
of every foot: of land we held in India,

At
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/At the fieft of thefe periods, the vigilance
and active zeal of Mr. Haftings faved that
country *;' - That gentleman, befides his:
other efforts in the publici caufe, has the
merit of being the firfv Governor of Britifly
India, that endeavoured to reap the advan-
tages of a'communication between England
and that remote country by the way of Suez.
Some time in the year 1774 he opened a ne-
gociation with the Beys of Egypt, and ob-

_taineds their confent to a free intercourfe,
which in 1778. was of fingular benefit. « The
difpatches, ordering the reduétion of Pondi-
cherry, were forwarded by this route, and
the fall of the principal French fettlements
in India, before they were prepared, or had:
the leaft knowdedge of the war, gave'a mor-

_* The acquittal of Mr. Haltings cannot fail of being
received in this country, and over all Britifh India with
the highelt fatisfaltion. While it eftablithes the inno-
cence of that gentlemen, it refle@s the highefl luflre on’
national juitice, and the fecurity we enjoy. under the
proteétion of a happy conftitution. The liberal vote of
the Eafi-India Company to difcharge the law expences
incurred by Mr. Haftings on his late trial, and a hand-
fome penfion befides, teftify the high confideration they
entertain of his eminent fervices, fo jultly cftimated by
M. Lufhingten in his able fpeech on the occafion,

tal
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tal wound to the power of our great rival in
that quarter; an 'event which operated
ftrongly inour favour, when we were foon
after attacked by the combined: powers of
India; for by this unexpected blow, their
ally was deprived of a ftrong depot of men,
arms, and ammunition, -placed in.the centre
of the feat of war, and in the vicinity of Fort
St. George. 2ull :
This plan avowedly beneficial as a mea-
fure of policy, was oppofed in'this country,
on commercial confiderations. - The object
of Mr. Haftings, in this ‘arrangement, was.
to promote at once the intereft of policy and,
of commerce ; but becaufe the trade intended
to be carried on by Suez, was deemed preju-
dicial to the interefts of the Eaft India Come
pany, the political advantages of the mea-
fure were facrificed to the Company’s exclu-
five trade. An a& of Parliament was ob-.
tained, prohibiting Englith fubje@s from
trading to that portafter the 5th of July 1782..
Thus ended the intercourfe between India
and Europe by the port of Suez.

- Had not Mr. Haftings’s fcheme been thus
obftructed, this communication, it is pro-
bable, would have been now open, at leaft
- for
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for the purpofe of conveying intcﬂlg:ncc :
but the oppofition of the Eaft-India Com-
pany was ftrengthened by the influence of
our ambaffador at the Porte ; and the Beys of
Egypt, finding all intercourfe difcouraged by
both governments, had but little inducement
to keep it up.

The check fo decidedly given to 2 commu-
nication by the way of Suez, contributes to
render the judicious appointment of a Con-
ful-General for Egypt abortive. I appre-
hend that the original intention of this ap-
pointment was not any trade overland, but a
{peedy conveyance of intelligence to and from
India®. The centrical fituation of Cairo,
and its vicinity to the European powers,
would enable the Conful, were this route
more frequented by us, to procure and expe-
dite much important information to our Go-
vernments in India; and it is worthy of re-

* Mr. Baldwin’s appointment as Agent to the Eafl-
India Company at Cairo, was made fome time about
the year 1775: and as far as I underftand, for the ex-
prefs purpofe of forwarding packets to and from Eng-
land, by the way of Alexandria and Suez. Before this
period we had but little or no conne&ion with the Beys
of Egypt, excepting Mr. Haftings's negociation, juft
mentioned;

Vor, L. Gg mark,
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mark, that the communication by the Red
Sea, has twice, in fifteen years, accelerated
the reduction of the French capital on the
coalt of Coromandel *, While

* In the war before laft, it was the intelligence con-
veyed by this channel, as above obferved, that called
torth the prompt and timely exertions of Mr. Haftings.
In the laft war Mr. Baldwin, the prefent Conful-Ge-
neral, without any inftrufions from Gmt Britain,
with equal judgmeut and patriatic zeal, tranfmitted to
India pofitive affirances of the French Declaration’ of
War. Mr. Eyles Irwin, late of the Madras eftablifh<
ment, fays, * Mr. Baldwin is the only Merchant of the
“¢ Englifh nation at Cairo, and is Agent for the Com
““ pany, for forwarding their packetstoand from Fndia;

and, confidered in itfelf, this is a point of no little
impartance to that political body. The advantage of
quick intelligence is no fecret to. a wife government.
The paffage home is indecd, as yet, precarious by the
* dificult navigation of the Gulf of Suez, but the pal-
fage out is fure and expeditious. There is an' inflance
not two months age, (in the month of July,) of 3
Mr. Whithill's ¢oming from London to Cairo in a .
month ; lie was charged with the refloration of Lord
Pigot to the government of Fort St George ; and it
is fuppofed, will get 10 that place in the fame period
—2 voyage which is feldom effeéted by the Cape of
** Good Hope in double that time.” Irwin's Voyage
. tip the Red Sea, vol. ii. pag. 84.

On the fame fubjeét it .is obferved by Mr. Niebuhr,
" that the paffage has been found fo fhort and conves

$ “ pient
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While the Englifh nation deprived them-
felves of the navigation of the Red Sea, the
French continued, all the war with Hyder
Ally, to forward intelligence by that route.
To contraft the advantage of this communi-
cation to the French, with the difadvantages
of the want of it in this nation, it is only ne-
ceffary to be remembered, that the news of
Colonel Baillie’s defeat was long known in
France before it reached England ; and at
laft, when it arrived, in the month of April,
it was too late to fend fupplies by the fhips
of the feafon *.

The

¢ nient, that the Prefidency of Bombay now fend their
€ couriers by the way of Suvez to England, In this
¢ wiy they receive anfwers to their difpatches within
¢ the fame length of time which was formerly con-
¢ fumed in the conveyance of their packets to Lon-
« don.”  Wol. ii. pag.'g8g. The reafons why this
gommunication has not been better upheld might be
thought irrelevant to the prefent purpofe, efpecially as
government feem inclined again to prefer it.

* Colanel Capper's Introduétion to his Obfervations
pn the paflage to India, page xxii. It may be added,
that the propriety of a difparch early in the year from
the Malabir by the way of Suez, mult appear evident,
elpecially during a war. It would be attended with
circumftances peculiarly hard, if the voyage was not per-
formed much within the three months, and confequently

Gge in
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The Preliminary Articles of Peace with
France and Spain, figned in Europe the 2oth
of January 1783, did not interrupt the pro-
grefs of hoftilities in India till the end of
June, or the beginning of July fa]]awing:
And even then, the advices conveyed over
land, were communicated by a private chan-
nel to Lord M*Cartney, at that time Gover-
nor of Madras*. His Lordthip, in confe-
quence of this communication, prevailed on
Monficur Buffy (who, it is faid, was pri-
vately in poffeflion of the intelligence) to
confent to a ceffation of arms till the arrival
of official difpatches from Europe. Had the
Preliminaries arrived {o foon as they might
cafily have done, (for it isa fact, that advices
of this event were forwarded from London
carly in the year, both by the way of Buffora

in time for the failing of the latter thips of the feafon,
and afford an opportunity of forwarding the neceilary
fupplies to India, without either delay, or putting the
Company to a heavy expence in taking up extra ton-
nage, when they would arrive in time for the enfuing
campaign,

* It is generally underftood, that the firft advices of this
event were received by Me. Benfield, a gentleman who
was at confiderable trouble and expence in obtaining the
earljefl overland intelligence on the coaft of Coromandel,

and

e ow
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and the Cape of Good Hope) it would have
prevented the fatal confequences of two
actions at land, and an engagement at fea, in
which cighty officers fell and upwards of
2,000 men*, Had not chance advices hap-
pily anticipated the dilatory intelligence by
fea at this interefting period, a formidable
attack on our lines before Cuddalore would
have taken place, where the enemy’s garrifon
was to have been reinforced by a ftrong de-
tachment from Suffrein’s fleet+. It is al-
lowed by every perfon converfant with India
affairs at the time, that our army, then in the
Carnatic, was too weak to repel {fuch an at
tack ; and that by its defeat, the country would
have been laid entirely open to the invading

* In the aQions of the 13th and 25th June 1783
upwards of two thoufand men were loft, befides thofe
killed inthe engagement by fea nearly at the fame period.
Official advices did notarrive at Madras till July, whereas,
at the feafon of the year when the Preliminary Articles
were figned, viz. the soth of January, had notice of this
important event been forwarded to our Governments
abroad by the way of Suez, Lord M¢Cartney would to
a certainty have been in the poifeflion of the difpatches
about the end of March, or very carly in April fol-
lowing. :

t+ Colonel Capper's Preface, page vi.
encmy,
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enemy. * Another ftriking inflance of the
want of intelligence, occurs in our' laft way
with Spain, which was not known in India,
till nearly eleven months after it broke out in
Europe *. LY v, '

The want of intelligence from Bombay,
during the late wat with Tippoo Saib, is too
recent, and too’ deeply impreffed’ on our
minds, to require much elucidation. ' The
fluctuation of ftock’ will furnith an' incons
teftable proof of that difadvantage. The
fearcity of official information from India,
afforded many opportunities to fpeculators ta
agitate the funds, and even the fictions of
party were fucceffively praétifed, to the in.
jury of general credit and national charaéter,
I may venture to affirm, that not one public
difpatch was received by the way of Suez,
during the whole war+, The Court of

* Colonel Caper’s Plrcfz'::e, pagevi. ;

1 Befides the advantages already enumerated in regard
to fpeedy intelligence, thar of its affording an opportu-
nity of applying preventative meafures in g political
point of yiew, becomes highly interefting 1o a country
polleiled of diitant dependencies,—Preventative meafures
are much more efficacious apd falutar}r, than any attempt
' remove aa evil where an impreflion has been made,

Directors,
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Dire&ors, it is true, have occafionally madeé
ufe of this channel to convey their dif-
patches to India, and with what cffect, has
been afcertained, in no inftance more confpi-
cuoufly than Mr, Whithill’s route by Suez to
Madras, when in charge of the Company’s
orders to reftore Lord Pigot ; which journey
he accomplithed in fifty-nine days from
London to Fort St. George! Yet with fuch
experience of the celerity of this channel of
conveyance by Suez *: it is feldom made ufe
of to tranfmit intelligence from India to
Europe .

® Mr. Whithill arrived at Cairo from London within
the month: and itappears from the report of the African
Affociation lately publithed, that Mr. Ledyand, a
gentlemsn cmployed by them, left London the
goth of June 1788, and after a journey of thirty-fix
days, [even of which were confumed at Paris, and two
at Marleilles, he arrived st Alexandria—from Alex--
andria to Cairo by the mouth of the Nile, he was
four days, which makes in all thirty-one days from
London to Cairo ; and this in the ufual mode of travel-
ling, without any particular view to expedition.

t Gibbon, vol. L. chapter ii. informs us of the great
attention paid by the Romans to the advantage of receiving
the earlieft intelligence, and of conveying their orders
with celerity through all their extenfive dominions, by

the



( 456 )

th= means of regular pofts; and Dr. Robertfon in his
Hiftory of America, Book v» page 16, acquaints us of*
a fa& but little underftood, that the Mexican Emperors
had introduced a refinement in policy unknown at that
time in Europe.—They had couriers pofted at proper
ftations along the principal roads ; and thefe were trained
toagility by a regular education, and relieved one ano-
ther at moderate diftances : they conveyed intelligence
with amazing rapidity, and obtained early information
of every occurrence inall the corners of the Empire.

-

-

END OF THE FirsT VOLUME.
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