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His Excellency the Right Hon'ble }

EDWARD ROBERT LYTTON BULWER-LYTTON,
BARON LYTTON OF KNEBWORTH, 6.ns1 |
&e., &e., &e., &e '

Uigeroy and  Govgrnoy-Gengral of Indin, |

Your ExcELLENCY,

Tae Anniversary of our “Year of Jubilee” has again returned. i Three
years ago the Gracious Message of our EMIPRESS-MOTHRR was received
with gratitude and joy by the millions who rejoice under her benignant sway

in Indis, and it was a grateful and pleasant duty for me to offer, year after
year, my humble tribute of gratitude, loyalty and devotion to the Nonrs
ReprsestaTivE of my HOST GRACIDUS SOVEREBIGH. I have
accordingly again ventured fo approach Your Excerrency with this humble
offering—another Memorial of the auspicious occasion when HER mOBT
ERACIOUE WMAJESTY was pleased to assume the Imperial titls, and fo
draw closer to her Indian children,—and respectfully beg, by kind permission,

to dedieate it to Yorn ExCELLENCY.

May the Imperial diadem, which united India has respectfully placed on
the sacred brows of her EMPRERS, shine there with untarnished lustre for
years to come, is the heart-felt prayer that rises from this land, and from

Your ExXCELLENCY'S

Most devoted and humble servant, |
CALOUTTA, } SOURINDRO MOHUN TAGORE.

PATHURIAGHATTA,

1st Janwary 1880,
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PREFACE.

gave me great gratification when I received the congratulations of

friends and others on the success of the tableauz vivants, with which,
not long ago, I had the honor of entertaining, for several evenings at my house
and elsewhere, my friends and the public. These tableanx were quite novel to
my countrymen, and it is to this, as well as to the selection of the subject,
“The Six Principal Régas,” a subject, which at all times, transports the Indian
votary of musie into cloud-land, that I attribute the success of the undertaking,
I am now assured that any effort to popularise such fubleauz, to make them
easy of exhibition on the native stage, would be adding another pleasant and
not a little important branch to histrionie performances, now so much liked,
and would, therefore, be encouraged. It is with this object that this work has
been prepared, and I frust it will prove useful to my countrymen, and will
show them that their love for the drama and dramatic performances has been
inherited by them, and that our ancestors were past masters, not only as
dramatic authors, but also in the management of the stage with its tens-of-

thousand puzzling details,

The tableauzr of the Six Principal Régas, as I have said, met with decided

success. Why should not tableauz of the Ten Principal Avatdras prove equally -

successful ? There is no reason why they should not. Buch exhibitions, in
which everything is national and nothing borrowed,—the subject-matters of
which are as familiar as household words to every native,—which every Ben-

gali lady and child may see without disapproval, but which ought to be entirely
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free from those objectionable elements which at present destroy the usefulness
of the existing theatre companies,—such exibitions, if properly and skilfully
condueted, cannot fail to be popular in Bengal.

The appropriateness of the scenes connected with the Incarnations for
tableausx vivants, is only a suggestion on my part. There are other subjects as
interesting and appropriate, which can be had for the search by the lovers of
the dramatic art. To elucidate the illustrations in this work, as also to make
it complete, as regards the subject suggested, a short history of each Incarna-
tion has been given. These histories are by no means complete or exhaustive.
They cannot be otherwise than meagre, considering the circumscribed limits
of this work, but they will be found interesting,—they can neyer cease to be
go, as long as truly Indian hearts beat within us,—and they have been compiled
from genuine sources, from the Purfinas and the celebrated epics, among which
may be mentioned the Réméiyana, Mabébhdrata, Padma Purfina, Bhabishya
Purfina, Matsya Puripa, Kalki Purfina, Agni Purina, Kiliki Puripa, Mern-
tantra, 8rimat-bhégabata, Bhagabat-gits, K4si-khanda, Tantra Séra, Adhyitma
Réméyapa, Vardha Purfps, Kurmma Purfina, and other works. For the
identification of ancient tribes and countries, as also generally, I am indebted
to the works of Sir William Jones, H. H. Wilson, Max Miiller, Garreit,

Maurice, Goldstiicker, Dowson, Griffiths, and others, who have rendered India
and the world valuable service by their labors in the field of Indian literature
and archeology.

CALOUTTA,

PATHOORIAGHATTA, SOURINDRO MOHUN TAGORE.
1st January 1880. }
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The Tew Principal Dvataras of the Hindus,

&

MURTTI.

Accorpive to Sanskrit authorities, Drama (Ndéya) is of two
kinds—the Mdrga and the Desi. That form of dramatic entertain-
ment which Brahm4* first learnt of Mahddeva and his consort Pdr-
vati, and which he afterwards performed before them, goes by the
name of Mdrga Ndtya; that which is known on earth, and which is
generally performed by mortals before kings and others, is designated
Dest Natya. Mirtti is one of the sixteen varieties of the latter. As it
is intended that the present treatise should deal with this kind ex-
clusi{rely, it is unnecessary to mention the names of the fifteen other
varieties, or to enter into a detailed description of them. This has
already been donme in another work entitled “The Eight Principal
Rasas of the Hindus.”

Miirtti, as has been defined elsewhere, is that species of dramatic
performance in which celebrated historical characters are represented,
without any expressive pantomimic gestures, and in which a Svitra-
dhdra is introduced, who explains the mute figures. This kind of

dramatic entertainment somewhat resembles the Tableauz Vivants

* Nrabmf, the Creator, Vishun, the Preserver, and Aahdduva, the Destroyer, compose the Trinity of
the Hindns. -

Heagen
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THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS,

which ‘occupy a prominent position among the drawing-room
amusements of the people of England and of the Continent of Eu-
rope. It is proposed first to furnish the readers with an idea of the
construction of the stage, the arrangement of the figures, and other

matters connected with the exhibition of the Tableauzr Vivants, and

then to aequaint them with the mode adopted by the Sanskrit °

authorities for their general arrangement.

THE TABLEAUX VIVANTS.

Tur exhibition of the Tableauz Vivants or living pictures,
which are a combination of beauty, form and color, contributes not
merely to the amusement of a social party, but, what is of much
higher importance, inspires, in the minds both of the exhibitors
and the spectators, feelings of poetry, and imparts a knowledge of
composition and grouping. It fosters taste and judgment, and
awakens their imitative faculties. The success of these popular
entertainments depends chiefly on the correct understanding of

the following points :—

1. Tue Stace.—That «distance lends enchantment to the view”
is nowhere better shewn than in the exhibition of the Zablean. Not
less than six feet should intervene between the stage and the spec-
tators. In the absence of a large hall or gallery adapted for such
entertainments, the folding-doors between two drawing-rooms should

separate the spectators from the performers, the smaller room being

3
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THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS. 3

reserved for the latter. The platform should be raised at least
three feet above the floor. The stage—when it is erected in a hall
or gallery—should be raised mearly six feet from the floor, so that
gentlemen sitting in the back seats, may have the same advantages
as those in the front ones. When a temporary stage is improvised,
there should be either curtains hung at the sides, or a screen with
an opening in the centre in proportion to the size of the stage, and
painted like a picture frame. A close black gauze or muslin should
be put up between the performers and the spectators. When the
exhibition takes place in a drawing-room, this piece of cloth should
be nailed tightly across the opening of the folding-doors or arch.
The color of the cloth hung over the high secreen, placed at the
back of the stage, must depend on the prevailing color of the
objects exhibited, as, for instance, a light back-ground is re-
quired when the figures are dressed in black; but for most
subjects, and specially where brilliant colors predominate, a black
or dark-green cloth should be substituted ; where a series of pic-
tures is intended to be shown, sameness of color should be avoided,
by changing it into drab or neutraltinted drapery. The floor of

the stage must always be covered with a dark cloth.

2. Ligars.—As foot-lights throw disagreeable shadows on the
faces of the performers, and are calculated to mar the picturesque

effects of the exhibition, they should, as a rule, be avoided. Where

a eross light becomes absolutely necessary, it is desirable to place it
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on one side of the stage, and the major part of it, high up. Four
to six carriage-lamps, with their tin reflectors, will, if judiciously
used, be found to throw ample light on the objects. Care should be
taken to extinguish all lights in the spectators’ room as soon as the
drop-scene begins to rise. The lamps on the side of the stage should
have shades of red or green, (formed of colored glass or tinted
silver paper of the necessary color), placed over the glass of each,
when a fire or a moon-light scene is required to be represented.
Some place globes of colored liquid before the lamps, with the same
view. A fire-scene can also be imitated by burning red-fire at the
sides ; a pale moon-light, by green-fire, without the help of much
light. A large Tableau consisting of several figures should have as
much light as possible. In medium representations, the light and
shade should be so adjusted as to show the principal and prominent
figure in relief and to the best advantage. To produce a weird,
ghastly effect, when ghost-scenes are required, a quantity of common
salt should be mixed with spirits of wine in a metal pot, and set on
a wire-frame over a spirit-lamp, which again should be shaded in
some way. The other lamps should be put out altogether. The
magiclantern is also caleulated to heighten the effects of a dream-
land scenery or a ghostly spectacle. The effect of electric light—
though this involves expense and the necessity of more space—is

marvellous on human figures upon the stage.

3. Courraiy,—The curtain should be made of dark calico,

sufficiently thick, when down, to render the lights and figures

. :
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THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS.

behind it invisible to the spectators. The persons employed in pull-
ing it up, should be instructed to commence work simultaneously
on receiving the signal which is generally given by the ringing of
a bell, and they should always be ready at their posts, so that the
figures may not have to stand in their proper attitudes, which will
be necessarily constrained, for more than two or three minutes, which
is considered fair time for the exhibition of one scene, There should

be an interval of two or three minutes between the * Acts.”

4. Growrivag,—This always includes the arrangement of dress.
The success, or, we might say, the difficulty in the getting-up, of a
Tableau, hinges mainly on the manner in which light and shade are
made to fall on the different parts of a scene. To one acquainted
with the harmony of colors, no directions are necessary on this
point. But to those inexperienced young men of this country, who
cannot have any scientific knowledge of the subjeet, and who cannot
secure the services of an adept, a few hints will be useful. A
plethora of brilliant colors should be avoided. Gaudy dresses should
always be relieved by the intermixture of those having more
gsombre tints. The lightest and pale-colored costumes should, as a
general rule, be in the back-ground. When it is intended to give
prominence to one particular figure, it should be dressed in white,
in the case of a woman ; or in simple dark cloth of one uniform
color, in that of a man. The tallest figures should also generally
be in the back-ground, when they will show themselves to better

advantage, and will, at the same time, make room for those who
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are less tall ; but when a perspective is intended to be shown, (and
this is possible only where there is large space at command), the
process should be reversed. In that case, the color of the dresses
should be paler and less vivid by degrees.

There should be three persons to direct, all the other assistants
should be subordinate to them.

Lst.—The Stage Manager, who should have the charge of all
the details connected with the stage, the curtain, and the providing
of the lights. His duty should be to ring a bell for assembling the
dramatis personce, and for the pulling up or letting down of the
curtain. He should see that a programme of the exhibitions, in the
order of their succession,is posted up in the dressing-rooms. He
should give the signal for putting out the lights in the spectators’
hall at the proper time, and he should supply each performer with
a box to be kept in his own dressing-room, containing all the neces-
sary articles for his use. The music should, to some extent, be
under his direction ; but the selection of the tunes to be played
during the performance or in the intervals, should be left to a per-

son of experience and taste.

2nd.—The Artist, whose duty it should be to look after the
arrangement of the groupings and the selection of the characters to
be assumed by the players.

FHERI
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THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS.

3rd.—The Dresser and wardrobe Assistant, who should make it
a point to see that every one of the characters has been properly
dressed according to the instructions of the Artist. He should also
be provided with thread, tape, needles and other necessary adjuncts,
to guard against accidents.

THE STAGE OF THE ARYANS.

Accorpixa to the authorities, the ceremony of laying the founda-
tion of a stage should be attended with an invocation to the Deity
and other rites. An auspicious day should be chosen for erecting
the pillars of the stage. These pillars should be made either of
gold, or of Catechu, jack, or red sandal-wood ; their tops should be
hollow, and their bases, comparatively thick and smooth. The
character of the play intended to be performed should regulate the
dimensions of the stage. According to Ddmodara Misra, the stage
should be thirty feet wide. The upper portion should be boarded all
round, and should have windows placed at intervals. The platform
should be white-washed, and care should be taken that it does not
retard the movement of “the light fantastic toe” by being made
too slippery. The top-front of the stage should be ornamented with
wooden figures, flags of different colors, wreaths of flowers, and
other decorations. The western portion of it, which should occupy
one-third of the whole space, should be set apart for the green-

room.
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THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS.

Tar Dror-scexe.—The Yabanikd, or the drop, should be painted
on a piece of fine thin cloth, and changed, like the scenes that are
hung in the back-ground, with each act and its subdivisions. In the
olden days, the two wings of every scene used to be removed by two
handsome girls, who appeared on each occasion. The color of the
drop was regulated by the nature of the sentiment (rasa) thatﬁpre-
vailed in a play. For the sentiment of love (Sringdra), the color was
white ; for that of heroism (Vira), yellow ; for tenderness ( Karund ),
smoke-colored ; for wrath (Raudra J, red ; for laughter (Hdsya), parti-
colored; for terror (Bhayinaka), blue ; for disgust, (Bibhatsa),
smoke-colored ; and for that of the wonderful (A dbhuta), black.
According to certain authorities, the red color may be adopted on

all oceasions,

Tae AvpieNce.—The eastern portion of the theatre used to be
set apart for the king and the paraphernalia attending on royalty.
The Brahmins sat in front, the courtiers and little children on the
south, the heralds and connoisseurs on the north, while the body-
guards and other retainers remained outside, The admission of
hereties, the sick, the immoral, the inappreciating, the untidy, and

unknown, armed men, &c., was strietly prohibited.
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The Ten Principal Duatayus,

Tug subjects of the Twhleawzx Vivants are, in England, chosen
from history or popular stories other than Seriptural. But in the
Continent, and especially in Germany, the people do not consider it
sacrilegious to base their exhibitions on the Bible ; and several
instances are known where the Virgin Mary with the Infant Jesus
formed one of the principal items of the representations. In India,
where the life and habits of the people are inseparably associated with
religion and mythology, where the generality of them—men and
women—do not like to waste their time in frivolous amusements
unless they have something religious about them, and who would not
see, hear or talk of anything with more enthusiasm than the
mythological beings that are the objects of their daily worship, who,
from their very infancy, are partially, if not entirely, conversant
with the accounts of their Deities, nothing would, perhaps, be
more acceptable, and would afford them greater pleasure, than the
representations of the ten principal Avafdras, based on the Purdnas,
Bafore proceeding further, the signification of the word Awatdra
ghould be first explained. An Awafdra, etymologically speaking,
signifies “one descended,” or “one who has come down,” and, in the
popular aceeptation of the term, an Incarnation of the Godhead.
The object of the periodical Incarnations is thus explained in the
Bhagavat-gitd by Vishnu who visited this earth in the shape of
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|
Krishna :—* Although I am not in my nature subject to birth

and decay, and am the lord of all ereated beings, yet, hav-
ing command over my nature, I am made evident by my own
power ; and as often as there is a decline of virtue and an in-
surrection of vice and injustice in the world, I make myself
evident; and thus I appear, from age to age, for the preservation
of the just, the destruction of the wicked, and the establishment of
virtue.” The object of the Incarnations can also be gathered from
the following passage :—“ Desiring the preservation of herds, and
of Brdhmans, of genii, and of virtuous men, of the Vedas, of law,
and of precious things, the Lord of the Universe assumes many
bodily shapes; but though he pervades, like the air, a variety of
beings, yet he is himself unvaried, since he has no quality subject
to change.” TFor the accomplishment of the purposes noticed above,

Vishnu is credited with the assumption of several shapes, of

which the following ten are principally recognized : wz, (1) the
Matsya, or the Fish Avatdra, (2) the Kiirmma, or the Tortoise Avatdra,
(3) the Vardha, or the Boar Awaldra, (4) the Nri-sinha, or
the Man-lion Avatdra, (5) the Vdmana, or the Dwarf Avatdra, (6)
the Parasu-réma Avatira, (7) the Rdma Avatdra, (8) the Balardima
Avatdra, (9) the Buddha Avatdra, and (10) the Aalki Avatira. Of

these, the first five Incarnations are purely mythological in their

character, and are known to have taken place in the Safyas Yuga ;

* In order Lo know what a Fuga is, we most fry to comprehend the Kalpa, of which it is but an
infinitesimal portion. On this point human computation @8 indesd lost and ratinoal eonjecture absolutely
overwhelmed. A Kolpe ia a day of Brahmé, the Creator of the Tuiverss ; aud consists of 4,320,000,000
bumun years, calonlated na follows :—
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the next two, in the 7'retd Yuga,and the eighth, in the Dvdpara Yuga.
The last three Incarnations were famed for valor, and performed
heroic deeds; the ninth was a religious reformer; and the tenth
has yet to come. The last two belong to the Kali Yuga, or the

present age.

In the hazy mist of mythology, in which the accounts of the ten
Avatdras are thickly enshrouded, there lie concealed deep and impor-
tant theological and astronomical truths, which testify in unmistake-
able terms to the wonderful intellectual ingenuity and the strong
imaginative powers of our ancient authors. But the exposition of

these would be quite foreign to the purpose of this work.

iod of Satya Fuga (or the age of sternal dghteonaness) is computed at 4,800 divine which
mu!t?:-ll;a :;;d 360, {3 geuyu% the pods being aqunigl:u 360 years of t.haTmurmﬂL gives us fur{E:r?ru loct,
1,728,000 humay years.
Tretd Tugw (or the age in which righteonstess decreased by one-fourth), comprised a period of 3800
divine yeurs, which multiplied by 360, gives 1,206,000 hnman years.

Dwipara Fuga (ov the nge in which righteousness was diminished by balf), consisted of %400 |
divine or 584,000 homan years.

Kuoli Fuga (or tha nge in which righteousuess remained to the extent of one-foorth only), emb
w period of 1,200 divine or 432,000 human years. According to some writers, the present Keli' Fuga mm“_
menced in 3102 B.C. The sum-total of the fonr Fugas is 4 320,000 human years, otherwise ealled a Makd
Fuga. In each Kalpa vr day of Bralinif, 1‘4 Manus reign, and fu e-n:!l reign of the Manys, seven rishiz, cer-
tain deities, an Indr, and the kisgs and their sons are creatéd and perish.  Seveoty-one systems of the four
Fugas elapse duriug ench Napeantard, (the period of a Maua's refgu) aud coneequently nearly a thousand
such systems eoincide with the period of the 14 Manvantards, or a day of Brahmi  In other words, 4.320,000
yeurs,—the period eomprised by ench rotation of the four Fugas—multiplied E?Jr 1,000, gives us 4,320,000,000
vears, which, a8 we have alvendy stated, represent a day. At the close of this day, & night of ET“] risig
ration follows, in which the whole of the world collapses, is turned into owe vast ocean, wrapped up in
hopeless chaos, aml the Lord of all sleepa om the serpent Seala, till the break of morn, when the Universe
is created apew and the next day {Kelpa) followa.
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THE MATSYA AVATARA.

Taz object of this Incarnation of Vishnu was to preserve Satya-
vrata (afterwards known as Vaivasvata or the seventh Manu), from
the universal deluge, and to restore the Vedasto Brahmd. At
the close of a Kalpa, while Brahmd was asleep, and the whole
universe had become one vast expanse of water, a demon was
observed by Vishnu to steal the Vedas which had issued from the
lips of Brahmad, and which had never, up to that time, been removed
from his side. With a view to punish this thief, who was
known by the name of Hayagriva, Vishuu assumed the shape
of a small fish (Saphari) and glided into the hands of the pious
Satyavrata while he was performing his daily ablutions in the
river. When about to be restored to the water, it asked the saing
to preserve it from the larger fishes and to keep it in a water-
jar in his house. The fish gradually grew bigger and bigger, so
that Satyavrata was obliged to put it in a large pond and subse-
quently to consign it to the ocean. There he recognized the divinity
of the fish and fell down to worship it. As a mark of satisfaction for
his piety, he was informed of Vishnu's intention of saving him from

the approaching cataclysm. He was asked to embark with _the seven

Rishis, and * the seeds” of all ereated things, on board a veszel which

was to be sent to him before the catastrophe took place. True to this

promise, the ship hove in sight at the appointed time, which was

38
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followed by a large golden fish with a horn of stupendous size, to

which the vessel was bound fast by means of a cable made of the
great serpent. While the deluge lasted, the fish instructed Satya-
vrata in all divine and human knowledge, and, after the waters had
subsided, assisted him in landing. It is further related that when
Brahmé awoke after the completion of the dissolution of the universe,
Vishnu slew the stealer of the Vedas and restored them to him,

The origin in the Purdna of the above description might prob-
ably be traced to the legend of the deluge as related in the Sata-
patha Bréhmana. It bears remarkable affinity to the same circum-
stance which occurred in Noah’s time.
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Jatspa 2

beautiful,

e

Avatary FHluriti.

(THANBLATION.)

A evn-tuntrn,

{Jiﬁht}u, the Lovd of Lahshmi's heavt, assumed the shape
of u Rohita Fish, from his navel downwavds; up to the thoat,
that of a man, of & dack-blue coloy, and having four avms
holding vespectively the conch, diseus, club, and lofus. The head
was like that of & §tingi (hovued) £ish. The eyes were chavming
and the whole body was full of lily-mavks and altogether very
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EL
THE KURMMA AVATARA.

Tae object of the Kirmma Avatdra was to recover many price-
less and precious things which had been submerged during the univer-
sakdeluge and lay at the bottom of the ocean. Amongst these, and
most prized and coveted by the gods, was the Amrita, or the water of
immortality. It was settled that the Skhiroda Samudra, or the
ocean of sweet-milk, should be churned. The Mandara Mountain {
was chosen as the churning staff, and Vdsuki, the great serpent,
as the cord to be attached to it. Vishnu took the form of a gigantic
tortoise (Kirmma), in order that his back may be made the base or
pivot of the mountain, which, on account of the unfathomable depth
of the ocean, had begun to sink in it. The Devas, or the gods, seized
the tail and the Asuras, or the demons, the neck of the serpent, and
all joined in a mighty effort to recover their lost treasure. The
ocean was stirred to its very depths by the rapid rotation of the
staff. From its mysterious bowels a noxious poison was thrown
out, the stench of which threatened to destroy the inhabitants of
the three regions of the universe, till Mahddeva, whose heart
was full of love and generous feelings, came to the rescue, and

swallowed the deadly poison, thus saving the world from

certain destruction. The process of churning went on, and the

sea began to give up its treasures one by one. First, from the vasty

deep arose the Moon in all her glory, next, S;ri, the goddess of

__3%
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fortune, then, Surd-devi, the goddess of wine, then, the wonderful
horse Uchehaihsrabd, with seven heads ; these were followed by the
celebrated jewel Kaustubha, worn by Nérdyana on his breast,
Pdryjdta, the tree of paradise, Surabhi, the cow of plenty, Asrdbata,
the peerless elephant owned by Indra, and various other wonders.
And lastly, Dhanvantari, the god of the healing art, bearing in his
hand, the sacred vase in which was the long-sought-for ambrosia.
The demons raised a shout and clamoured for a share of the nectar of
life, but they were tricked out of it by a stratagem devised by
Vishnu at the time of its distribution. This led subsequently to

a great war between the Devas and the Asuras, which resulted
in the total discomfiture of the latter.

Reference to the Kitrmma Availdra can be found in the “ Sata~
patha Brdhmana” chapter of the Vedas, where it is stated that
* Prajipati, having assumed the form of a tortoise (Kirmma)

created offspring. That which he created he made (Akarof) ; hence
the word Kitrmma.”
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1I.
Hagmma Doatarn IFurtti,

(THANSLATION.)

@Iarn the Lovd, mighty in power and unswerving of pu-
pose, seeing obstacles infeyvene in the work of chuvning the ocean,
assumed the shape of a wonderful, gigantic tovtoise, and plunging
into the troubled waters supported the mountuin on his back.
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PARAJA.
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I11.

THE VARAHA AVATARA.

Visuyu is said to have assumed the shape of a boar in order
to raise the submerged earth above the surface of the unfathomable
deep. According to some accounts, when the earth was over-
whelmed during the deluge, Brahm# resumed his contemplative
attitude to think of the best way of raising it up again, and sent
up a fervent prayer to the Almighty Power to furnish him with the
means. A short while after, while thus engaged in devotion, there
emanated from him a spirit,—an essence, which took the shape of a
white boar, but of a very small stature. It presently astonished
Brahm4 and his sons, by assuming the size of a gigantic
elephant, and, uttering a terrible sound like thunder, convinced
them beyond the shadow of a doubt, that it could not be anything
else but a manifestation of the divine power. It then took a jump
into the airy regions and plunged headforemost into the deep,
throwing the ocean and its presiding deity into violent convulsions.
With the characteristic instinct of the animal, it began to smell
out where the earth was submerged, and coming across it at the
very bottom of the deep, raised it high up on his tusks and restored
it to its original place. According to other legends, ( supported by
the Agni Purdna ), the object of the Imcarnation was to punish a
demon known by the name of Hiranydksha. Jaya and Bijaya, the

TEPRIS
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two door-keepers of Vishnu, having offended some Rishis who had

desired admission into the divine presence, were turned out of

heaven and doomed to take birth on earth. There they were born

as the sons of Kaéyapa by his wife, Diti, and named Hiranya-kasipu,

and Hiranydsksha, They grew apace. The former subdued the -
' - three regions of the universe, and the latter attempted the sub-

version of the celestial empire. The gods joiné-r.l in a body in pray-

ing to the Almighty Vishnu to save them, and it was in response

' to their earnest solicitations that he took the shape of a boar,

raised the earth above the surface of the ocean, into which it had

been hurled by the mighty demon, and put an end to his reatleaé_;
and troublesome life by trampling him under his feet,

‘ According to the Kélikd Puréna, the boar continued to hauut
the earth and had issues, which became the souree of so much
| annoyance to every one, as to oblige the deities to pray to Vishon
again to suppress the pest by taking back to himself the divine
essence and energy which sustained these terrible animals and
kept them alive. But Vishnu's reply to their prayer was that he
could not call back the “power” which had gone out of him,
and that it will require one possessing greater prowess than that
with which the boars had been invested to effect their destruction.
Mahédeva, the fearless, was chosen for this tremendous task, and

was gifted with the energies of all the gods. He assumed the form

= | of a gigantic animal, the Sarabha, having eight legs, and totally

& 33
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destroyed the boar and its progeny, thus restoring peace and tran-
quility to the groaning earth.

The legend of this Incarnation is anticipated in the Taittiriya
Sanhitd and Brahmana portion of the Vedas, and also in the Sata-
patha Brahmana chapter, where it is distinctly stated that Prajdpati,
(afterwards known by the name of Brahm4), “took the form of a boar,
for the purpose of raising the earth out of the boundless waters.”
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IIL.
Vanaha Doatars Huntti,

(TEANSELATION.)

@hm the Fighty Demon giiranyéhﬁlnl, excluiming ¢ who is
this ¥ staved at Vishuw with blood-shat eyes, and quivering with
vage,—Vishnu, the destroyer of the demons and the vemover of
fear from the minds of the gods, Vishnu who stoofdl befove him,
having assumed the face of 2 boav and the body of a maw, and
bolding in his hands the conch and the discus, between which
he shone even as a blue clond between the sun and moon on n

full-moon evening. F
Sgni Durana,
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SINDHU.,
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Third Strain.
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1V

NRI-SINHA AVATARA.

Tue particulars of the Incarnation, Variha Avatdra, have
already been given. It has been stated that the two door-keepers
of Paradise, Jaya and Bijaya, took birth on this earth as the
demons Hirapydksha and H_irag}fa-ka.éipu, and that the destrue-
tion of the former was effected, but the latter continued to ravage
the earth, and it was to relieve the gods and others from his
tyranny and depredations, that Vishnu had to assume the form of
the Man-lion. The demon Hiranya-kasipu had, by a long course of
austerities, obtained from Brahmd the boon that neither gods,
nor men, nor other created beings then existing shall have power to
slay him by day or by night, in heaven or on earth. Proud of this
divine favor, which he thought had rendered him completely
invulnerable, he began to despise even the gods of heaven, openly
defied the divinity of Vishnu, and became a source of terror and
mischief to all the three worlds. He took a thorough dislike to one
of his sons Prahlidda, who, from his infancy, had become a devout
worshipper of Vishpu. Prahldda was on several occasions taken
to task by his demon-father for acting contrary to his wishes,
but without effect. He was successively cast into the fire, dashed
against the rocks, thrown fettered into the sea, trampled upon by
elephants, and subjected to a thousand other tortures, but the




5
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Almighty always stood by his side and saved his life, Being
astonished at these miraculous escapes from the jaws of what was
considered inevitable death, Hiranyakasipu one day asked Prahlida
in open durbar the mystery of his wonderful escapes. Prahldda
replied he owed every thing to Vishou and then began to des-
cant on His omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience, On
being questioned if, by way of illustration, he could certify to
the presence of Vishnu in one of the erystal columns which sup-
ported the magnificent hall, he answered that he assuredly counld
do so. The unbelieving father thereupon scoffingly struck the pillar
with his sceptre, and behold ! as if to bear his devout disciple out in
his assertion, the crystal pillar was rent asunder, and Vishnu in the
shape of Nri-sinha, or halfman and half-lion, leapt out of it, pre-
ceded by a thick cloud of smoke that threatened to stifle every
breathing creature, and a loud rumbling noise that threw the three
regions into utter confusion and dismay. The demonking in the
midst of his astonishment was seized by the hair, and the man-lion
placing him across his knees, ripped open his belly with his sharp
talons, and, true to the bloodly proclivities of the terrible animal
whose form and nature had been assumed, sucked the blood of the
disembowelled demon-king, and subsequently placed his favorite,
the devout Prahlada, on the vacant throne.

Thus perished one of the most terrible demons who devastated
the earth in defiance of gods and men. The boon of invulnerability

Keagen |




X TR
& ’3%
THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS, 47

which he had received was not disturbed. It was said that no
created beings then existing shall have power over his life, either

PRLE TV

by day or by night, in heaven or on earth. The divine promise was
not falsified. The author of the demon’s destruction was a new
Incarnation, and not a created being existing at the time the promise
was given. The time when he was killed was neither day nor
night, iJut twilight, and his body was neither on the earth nor in
heaven, but on the knees of his destroyer.
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1V.

Hni-sinha Duataga Fuyiti,

i T—

(TRANSLATION.)

ﬁiﬂu}n, the slayer of the demon Fuva, having nssumed
the shape of & man-lion, the body being like that of & man, and
the teveible £ace with blood-ved eyes Tike that of & liow, enteved
the Court of the demon @imqga-km‘:ipu and stood before bim,

Agni gurﬁga.
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SARANCA.
Tira—KHEMATA.

First Strain.
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THE VAMANA AVATARA.

ﬁN{}T(I;ER demon-king, Mahébali, or the Great Bali, had, by dint of
penance and devotion, obtained from Brahmd the sovereignty of the
universe, that is, of the three regions,—the heavens, the earth,
and Pitala (the lower world). He was a model monarch in all
respects, but his overweening pride engendered in his mind a
supreme contempt of all divine and mortal powers. He was chari-
table, and kind to his subjects, but, as has been said, his chief guilt
lay in denying to the deities and their attendant ministers the
homage and oblations that were unquestionably their due. Re-
peated insults of this nature at last roused the ire of the gods
who applied in a body to Vishnu for redress. With the view of
humbling the arrogance of the offending monarch, Vishnu took
birth, in the shape of a ricketty little dwarf (Vdémana), as the son
of an old sage, Kaéyapa,, by his wife Aditi, and appeared before the
Great Bali, while he was, on one occasion, displaying his pomp and
magnificence at a banquet, and was “in the giving vein." Taking
advantage of this opportunity, the Dwarf-God supplicated the grant
of a modest request, wz., of as much land as could be embraced by
three strides, wherein, he added, he would accommodate himself,
his umbrella, his books, his drinking cup and his staff. Struck
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with the singularity and modesty of his prayer, Bali reminded
him that all the three regions were his, and that it would not be
asking too much even if the prayer was for land sufficient for the
erection of a large palace. To this the Dwarf naively replied that
the wants of a poor Brahmin were but few, and that if the request
he had preferred were complied with, he would consider his ambi-
tion amply gratified. @ 'While Bali was ratifying his promise,
according to the custom of those days, by pouring out water from
a vessel upon the hand of the person to whom it was given,
his priest, Sukrdchirya, warned him of the danger that would
follow his rash promise, for, added he, the miserably-clad
and disproportioned mendicant was no other than the great
Vishpu himself But the monarch was too high-minded to take

back his word that wasonce given. The water was no sooner poured
into the hands of the Vdmana, than his size began visibly to in-
crease till it assumed such colossal proportions that without the
least effort he made one stride and compassed the vast globe of
the earth ; with the second, the whole of the airy expanse ; and,
while he was, with the third, going to stride over the infernal

regions (Pdtdla,) Bali, convinced of the divinity of the supposed
mendicant, prostrated himself and begged of the God to place that
step over his head, and to pardon him for his pride and arrogance.
Being deprived of the supremacy over the three regions by this !
piece of ingenuity, Bali had no place where togo. Asa reward,

however, for his past righteousness, he was assigned a delightfu]
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habitation in Pdtdla, from whence, after a temporary residence and
unceasing devotion, he was translated to heaven.

According to Professor Goldstiicker, “the Vedic conception of
the three strides of Vishpu, is doubtless the basis of the idea whenee
this Avatdra arose.”” Mention of the three steps is made in portions
of the Rigveda and Taittiriya Sanhitd.
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maurhs

@ru Fim—whose breast is adorned with the * Srivatsa’

beantiful and shining like the vesplendent full-moon, whose eyes ave
like white-lilics, who is of small staturve, who weavs the sacvificial
zone and i givt by an antelope-hide round his waist, who holds
y staff in one of his hands, who is avvayed in the dress and with
the appointments like those of & Beahmin newly invested with
the sneved theead, and whoe is vevsed in all the ‘edas’ and
*?i::dﬁugaa‘—tu Fim the mighty gods and the holy sages, accom-
panied by Indra, vendeved homage and offeved prayers,

7
Yamana Quatary FMartti,

-

THANSLATION)

and with the precious gem ‘ Baustubha,’ whese body is

@admn-@utﬁga.
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BIBHASA.

TALA—MADHYAMANA.
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THE PARASU-RAMA AVATARA.

PArAsU-rAMA, the sixth Incarnation of Vishnu, was the son of a
pious Brahmin of the name of Jamadagni, by Renukd, a Khsatriya
Princess, It is related that the pions sage had, on one occasion,
reason to be dissatisfied with the conduct of his wife, and asked his
sons to cut off her head. Each and all of them refused, except
Parasurima, who, subordinating feeling to obedience and filial duty,
without hesitation beheaded her with the Parasu, (axe)—the gift
of his patron deity Mahddeva. Highly pleased with his son’s sense
of duty, Jamadagni wished him fo request a boon. He prayed that
his mother might be brought back to life, and that himself might
enjoy long life and prove invineible in war. The request was granted.
In order to atone, however, for the sin of matricide, Réma went to
Mount Kaildsa where he remained absorbed for years in meditation
and prayer. In the meantime a Kshatriya king, {Kérttfa.vir}ra).
while out hunting, happened to come to the hermitage of Jamadagni
and was there entertained in right royal style in the absence of the
venerable sage by his pious spouse, Ascertaining that the source
from which all the rich viands and delicacies came was Kdma-dhenu,
the cow of plenty —which the god Indra had left in the hermit’s

charge, the king expressed a wish to have it. Resenting the refusal,
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he attempted to take forcible possession of the animal, but the divine
cow, suddenly assuming extraordinary size, showed a bold front to the
king and his followers, most of whom she gored to death or put to
flicht. Parasu-rdma, on his return to the hermitage, was informed of
the treacherouns conduct of Karttyavirya, and burning to revenge the
insult offered to his father, pursued the Kshatriya king in hot haste,
slew him, and then went back to resume his meditations and prayer
on Mount Kaildsa. The sons of Karttyavirya, to avenge the death of
their father, subsequently slew the pious Brahmin, who, at the last
moment, called loudly on Parasurdma for help. But the res-
ponse came when all was over, Parasu-rima who arrived when the
funeral pyre of his father was being lighted, swore solemnly that he
would extirpate from the face of the earth the whole race of Kshatri-

' yas whose leaders had in so cowardly a manner murdered his inoffen-

sive father. And thrice seven times did he clear the earth of the
Kshatriya caste, subsequently restoring the sovereignty to the
Bralimins, and establishing order and system amongst them, He
was, however, refused possession by the ungrateful Brahmins of a
piece of land where to spend the rest of his days in peace and
meditation. Parasu-rima accordingly journeyed to the Malabar
Coast, where he begged of Varuna, the god of the ocean, to grant him
as much space as an arrow would fly over. Fearing, when apprised
of the divine nature of Parasu-réma, that the request econtained
some trick of Vishnu's, (like that practised on Bali on a previous ocea-
sion), to deprive him of his possessions, Varuna applied to the other
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gods for advice. Under their direction it was arranged that, on the
night previous, the god of death should in the shape of a white ant
almost sever the string of Parasu-réma’s bow, so that the arrow when
shot forth would go but a little way. The plan succeeded admirably,
and Parasu-rdma was obliged to content himself with a limited plot
of land, formed by the receding of the sea on the Malabar Coast,

where, according to the legend, he is still living,
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Parasu-rama Avatara Faptti,

e B

(TRANSLATION.)

@azzliug like myviads of suns, flashing like lightning,
appearing & Twminous mass of energy and power, of Torm majestic
and like the clond of wzuve hue, with tangled locks, & bow in one
hanfl and an axe in the other, stood Zarasu-vama, the stayer of
Firttyaviuyn, and the destroyer of the fiery Hshattria vace, cven
like the King of teveovs, before Dasaratha, and thus was he seen by

the valinnt Rama Chanden,
Adhyatma Ramayana,
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VIL.

THE RAMA AVATARA.

Rivmy., the ten-headed and twenty-armed giant-monarch of
Laiikd, (Ceylon, having received from Brahmé, through single-
minded devotion and severe penances, the boon of invincibility
as regards gods and demons, began to take so much advantage
of it, by tyrannising over the gods, (some of whom he ordered to
do even menial works), that they went up to Vishnu with earnest
golicitations for speedy redress. In the conclave of gods it was
resolved that Vishnu should again incarnate himself and be born
as the son of Da.éa.ra.t.ha., King of Ayodhy4, (Oudh), while his consort,
Lakshmf, should join him in the mundane world in the shape of
Sit4, the daughter of king Janaka of Mithild (Behar). It was also
resolved that the gods representing the elements of nature,
should come down in the form of monkeys and lend their aid in the
punishment and destruction of the demon-king, who did not,
at the time of asking the favor of Brahm4, contemplate the possi-
bility of any harm coming to him from such insignificant quarters
as man and monkey. Réma, or as he is popularly ca.l]:‘:d, R& ma
Ohandra, with his step-brothers, Lakshmana, Bharata and Satrughna,

. grew apace and made rapid improvements in the arts and sciences

under the tutelage of Vasistha. At the request of ‘ﬁs}aimitm, the
% pious sage, whose forest retreat as well as those of his neighbouring

KRG TR IR




O — o
& Zo
82 THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS.

peace-loving brother-hermits were molested by a she-demon
named Térak4, Ridma Chandra, while yet a boy, killed this pest
of the forest, and freed the country from her depredations. While

out on this expedition, he was conducted to the court of Janaka,
King of Mithil4, who had a lovely danghter named Sit4, said to have
been born of the earth, and to have been taken up while the land
was being ploughed. It was known that the beautiful Sit4 was
destined by her royal father for him who would succeed in bending
a wonderful bow of enormous toughness and strength (belonging to
E!:iva,)—which was in the palace. All the renowned heroes and stal-
wart warriors of those days came and went away disappointed,
ashamed and wondering at their inability even to lift up the mighty
bow. It was left to RAma Chandra to achieve triumphant success
He succeeded not only in bending it, but in breaking it into two
fragments. The hand of the lovely Sitd was accordingly awarded
to him. She proved herself to be the embodiment of all that was
pure, tender and loving. Meanwhile, Dasaratha, getting old and
sick with the cares of royalty, was preparing for the installation of
his eldest-born, Rima Chandra, to the throne. At this moment he
was reminded by his second wife, Kaikeyfi, of his promise, given to her
in consideration of his satisfaction with her conduct on two occa-

gions, that he would confer on her any two boons she might

ask whenever she should desire to do so; and was utterly

astounded to hear from her lips the unreasonable requests she

now preferred at the instigation of a spiteful, hump-backed
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maid-servant of hers. The first was, that Bharata, her son, should
be placed on the throne instead of Rdma Chandra ; and the second,
that Rama Chandra should be exiled to the forests for a period of
fourteen years. R&dma Chandra; with rare high-mindedness and
sense of duty, accepted his position and betook himself to the
wilderness in the garb of a mendicant, accompanied by his faithful
consort Sitd, and his brother Lakshmana, both similarly dressed ; and
though he earnestly solicited them to leave him alone in his exile,
his objections were affectionately but firmly overruled. Here they

suffered much privations.

During their sojourn in the forests, Lakshmana incurred the
displeasure of Strpanakh4, a sister of Révana, by scornfully reject-
ing the Rdkshasi’s proffered love, and chastised her impudence by
cutting off her ears and nose. But “hell hath no fury like a woman
scorned.”—The outraged Strpanakhd went over to Réavana in a
paroxysm of rage and induced him to take some steps to avenge
her, Maricha, one of the attendants of the mighty monster, was
ordered to betake himself to the forest of Dapdaka and to assume
the form of a golden deer. He did so. Sit'é,. charmed with the
wonderful beauty of the animal, expressed a wish to become its
possessor. Rama promptly went in pursuit of the handsome animal,
and Lakshmana, likewise, a short time after, was induced to go in
search of him, deceived by a cry for help, which appeared apparently
to proceed from Rdma. Taking advantage of the absence of both
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the brothers from the hermitage, Ravana approached it, disguised
as a religious mendicant, and, pouncing upon the startled Sit4,
carried her to his car, and bore her away through space to his
sea-girt home, Ceylon. Loud and bitter were the lamentations of
the brothers when they missed Sitd on their return to the hut,
and hot and eager was the search which they made for her in
the vast wilderness. They at last succeeded in finding the track
of the ravisher by means of the ornaments which Sit4d had inten-
tionally dropped to guide them in their search. Thus they came
across Sugriva, king of the monkeys, and having entered into a
firm alliance with him, they directed their steps towards the South.
The stretch of water which separates India from Ceylon, was crossed
by Rdma Chandra’s invading army, by means of a bridge of stones,
(the position of which is now represented by “Adam’s Bridge,”)
and Lafik4d was beseiged. It would occupy much more space than
the scope of the present work would admit of, were details given
of the mighty struggle which ended in the defeat and death of
Réavapa. For glowing and thrilling descriptions of the terrible
battles that took place, of the unparalleled heroism of the leaders
of the opposing hosts, of the privations and disa.ppnintm;mta to
which R4ma Chandra and his party were, from time to time, sub-
jected, of the faithful services rendered by the staunch and stalwart
Hanuména, the monkey-god, of the wisdom and stern rectitude of
Bibhishana, who, though a brother of Rdvans, had the moral courage

to secede from his camp and join the cause of virtue and justice,
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the reader is referred to that “Iliad of the East,” the RAmayana
itself. It would suffice for the purpose of this work to mention, that,
performing prodigies of valour, Ravana was routed and slain, and all
the members of his valiant family shared his fate. Sit4 was recovered.
But, before taking her to his heart, RAma Chandra, to test that she
still retained her truth and purity, made her undergo the ordeal
of fire. As expected, she came out of it triumphant. The victorious |l
Réma Chandra now returned in pomp and state to Ayodhy4,
and ascended the throne left vacant by the death of his father, I
who had died of a broken heart immediately after the departure
of Rdma Chandra to the forests, Bharata having decidedly declined
to be disloyal to his royal brother and to assume the reins of
government, It was whispered aboutf, however, and the whispers
reached the ears of R4ma Chandra, that Sitd had lost the crown

of all female virtues—chastity—by remaining so long in the power '

of Rdvana. A poor washerman one day had a violent quarrel with
his wife on account of her misbehaviour, and turned her out of the
house, saying that he was not going, like Rdma Chandra, to be
duped by an impure wife. This the king happened to hear, and he
felt keenly the scorn implied in these words. To prevent such aceus-
ation against no less a person than his beloved queen being bruited
about, and to stop for ever the breath of scandal, he ordered his
ever-faithful brother Lakshmana to take the unfortunate Sit4, who
was then going to be a mother, to the forest and leave her there to

take care of herself. This painful and eruel saerifice to the popular
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voice,~the object being to identify royalty with the feelings
; and wishes of the people,—was accomplished. In due time Sitad
gave birth to twins, Lava and Kusa, who were taken care of and
educated in the shdstras by the sage Valmiki, with whom the helpless
ex-queen had taken refuge. The boys had, on one occasion, retained
possession of the sacrificial horse of the Asva-medha Yajia (a sacri-
fice contemplated by Rama Chandra), which was, according to the rules
for the Sacrifice, let loose upon the world. This act of theirs brought
about a violent collision between them and the brothers of R4ma Chan-
dra, who were one by one defeated by them and put to death. Réma
Chandra who had at last come to the rescue, was doomed to a

similar fate. The water of immortality having subsequently been
poured upon the dead by the sage Vilmiki, they sprang back into
life. .Mutual recognition followed, and the hitherto miserable queen
and the two princes were taken in triumph back to the capital. But
the poor lady had norest. Circumstances oceurred, and she was again
called upon to prove her virtue. Harassed and weary of life, in the
agony of her sufferings, she called on her mother to appear and
relieve her of her unfortunate existence. Her supplication was
heard. The earth opened wide, and her innocence having been
made patent to all, she dropped into her mother’s arm and was lost
to view. The disconsolate king was determined to quit a life which
had become henceforth burthensome to him, but the God of Death
interposed, and reminded him that his time had not yet come,
When that time arrived, Rama went in great state to the river
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Sarayu, and while walking into it, was hailed by heavenly voices
of welcome, and entered “into the glory of Vishou.”

Rama Avatdra has numerous worshippers all over India and
particularly in Oudh and Behar. He is held to be the prototype of
an undaunted hero and a popular sovereign, tempering mercy with

justice, a terror to wrong-doers, but meek as a lamb to the innocent
and to those devoted to him,—a model of magnanimity, purity of

character, virtue, wisdom, simplicity, and tender-heartedness »in

short, of all the attributes of a really good king and a just mortal.
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VIL.
Bama Chandrs Buvataga Furtti.

e A e

(TRANBLATION.)

@;ht object of my wnceasing prayers is @zima Chanden, the
tme of whose body is tike that of the daxk cloud, who kneels
beside his Tovely congovt Sita, with a cown on his head and
adorned with avmlets and flashing jowels,—the palm of one hand
pressed on his bosom and the other on his left thigh, casting
affectionate glances on hev, ag she sits with a lotus in her hund,
eafiiant with the vesplendent beauty of the lightning ! |

Tuntra-Savn,
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VIII.
THE BALARAMA AVATARA.

Tup life of Balarima is so closely associated with that of

. Krishpa, the popular Hindu Deity, that it is necessary to narrate the
particulars of the birth of both, in order to bring out the history
of the eighth Avatéra clearly before the reader. Kaiisa, a cruel
and powerful demon-king of Mathura, had a cousin named Devaki,
who was married to Vasudeva. Kaiisa having received a warning
from above, that the eighth child born of Devaki would be the cause
of his death, ordered her, together with her husband, to be put in
irons and kept under strict gnard. Six children born of them. were
one by one put to death by command of the tyrant. The tyranny
and oppression of the king having become absolutely intolerable to
the gods, they prayed to Vishou for relief and aid. Whereupon
Vishnn took two hairs, one white and the other black, which, at his
will, were transformed into Balardima and Krishna, (one fair and the
other black, according to the color of the hair from which each had
d, as such, they were placed one after the other in the

sprung), an
womb of Devaki,—Balardma a8 her seventh, and Krishna as her eighth

conception. Balarama, however, was by some mysterious and divine

agency transferred from the womb of Devaki to that of Rohini,

another wife of Vasudeva, who was then residing at Gokula, This
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was done to preserve the life of the child from the persecutions of the
eruel king. Krishna was, immediately after his birth, secretly
removed by his father and left in charge of Yasodé, the wife of
Nanda, a wellto-do cow-herd of Gokula, who had just then given
birth to a daughter., While the guards were wrapped in mysterious
slumber, the new-born babe of Nanda was carried away and substi-
tuted for the infant Krishna. No one but Vasudeva and his wife
knew of the substitution. The changeling was regarded as the
eighth issue of Devaki, and was, according to the orders of Kaiisa,
taken to be slain. But the gods protected her, and she slipped out
of the hands of the deputed assassin and flew up to the skies,
warning the tyrant, before disappearing in the heavens, that his slayer
was growing apace and flourishing at Gokula. Kafisa’s eyes were now
opened, and he was satisfied that he had been overreached. In his
fury he gave orders for the massacere of all the newly-born male child-
ren in his kingdom, and demons and monsters were sent out, in the
shape of men, women and animals, to bring about their death.
Balardma and Krishpa, who had been taken charge of by Nanda,
and were nurtured and brought up at Gokula,and subsequently at
Brind&bana, grew up together and became intimate as brothers.
Balardma was endued with Herculean strength, and took a promi-
nent part in many of the boyish pranks and adventures of his com-
rade Krishna. One of his earliest exploits was the destruction of
the great demon Dhenuka, who had, in the form of an ass, attempted
to encompass his death. Another demon, named Pralamba, who
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essayed to carry him off on his shoulders, was dashed %o pieces
by the infant hero. In one of his drunken fits,—for he was known
to be inordinately fond of intoxicating liquors,—he commanded the
river Yamund (Jumna) to come to where he was, that he might
bathe therein, but, enraged at the order not being promptly heeded,
he plunged his plough-share, (which he had always with him), into
the river, and dragged the waters after him whithersoever he went,
until they had to ask his pardon. Failing to kill the brothers by
means of hired assassins, Kaiisa invited them to & sacrificial feast at
Mathur4, where he thought he could more effectually carry out his
plans regarding their destruetion. The brothers accepted the invit-

ation, and after successfully passing through several adventures,

reached the Palace, Krishna was to a material extent indebted to
' Balar&ma for the fruition of the object of his life, ¢z, the destruction
of the tyrant king. Balarfima was, like his brother, not only a mytho-
logical but a historical character. He was interestedin the Great Kuru-
keshetra War, though he did not take any active part in it. When
$4mba, the son of Krishna, was detained a prisoner at Hastinipur
by Duryodhana, Balardma demanded his release, and incensed at
receiving a refusal, thrust his plough-share under the ramparts of
the city and drew them towards him, until his enemies were com-
pelled to surrender their prisoner. 'When Arjuna with the approval
and help of Krishna, carried away his sister Subhadré, Balardma set

ont with his followers in hot pursuit, and was at last with difficulty
pursuﬂ.ded to desist. One of his last heroic feats recorded was the
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destruction of the dreadful demon Dvividha, who had assumed the
shape of a monkey and stolen his weapons. He quitted this world
before Krishna, while sitting under a banyan tree.

According to some accounts, based on popular belief, Krishna
is considered to be the eighth Incarnation. But others hold that
he is the perfect manifestation of Vishnu, and, as such, cannot be
called an Incarnation, having but partially the essence of divinity
in him, When he is thus regarded, his elder brother, Balarima,
takes his place as the eighth Avatira. In representing the latter as
an Avatéra, the aunthority of Vyésa, (the renowned author of the
Purdnas and the Mah&bhérata ), who is said to have mentioned the

names of the Incarnations in the following sentence, may be cited :—

“wam: T 909D 29 TTHAwET |

THY THY TFY % T = 7 70 |7
The following pithy sentence of Anushtubhdchiryya may also be
quoted :—

“ qweT g pElETH FEtE |
which means, “ Two from the waters, two from the forests, next a
dwarf, then the three Ramas, then the tender-hearted and the eruel.”
The ﬁl"St. “two” refer to the Fish and Tortoise Incarnations, the next
“two” to the Boar and Manlion Incarnations, the third to the
Vamana or Dwarf Incarnation, “the three Bdmas” to Pams'u-rﬁma.,
Réma Chandra and Balardma, then came Buddha the tender-hearted,
and last Kalki the implacable. Besides, the deseription of the
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eighih Incarnation, given by Jayadeva in his celebrated “Ode to
the Ten Avatéiras,” points, in clear and unmistakeable language, to
Balardma as the eighth Avatdra. It has been stated that, while
Lakshmana, the younger brother of the seventh Avatira, was on
the point of death, (having received a tremendous shock from the
Sakti-sela (weapon ) hurled at him by the mighty Rdvana), Rama
Chandra, whose heart bled for the agonies of his faithful brother,
made a mental vow that in his next birth, he would allow Laksh-
mana to be born before him as his elder brother. Balarama is, ac-
cording to this legend, the Lakshmana of the Dvépra Yuga. Others,
however, assert that he is the Incarnation of the great Serpent éas]m,
and that at the time of his demise, a snake issued from his mouth.







A TR

THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS.

103

P

FNCAEATHE] |

— i

SfrTsTATe el Eaan |
FUHFZAETCEA AR |
SfagEeIwTE SrEATa e |
mwmwl
munml
Wﬁmwu
frmeTETRER A AT SATw |
TrETETETE saEw W uel = |




|

"3'?%?;fﬂ;f

) "";"Jm-ﬂ"ﬁra—rrp,,cm
l’hrﬁ' T Dhopyse® h,.-q.—.m-.m
S fnﬁ.,fﬁ'l':r:!-" I*'ﬁﬁrﬁ"—!

B h“"”ﬂ!}“" el e

L rErmRy) -'T“"“‘hr:rslrﬁ

A T*'-TF‘.H s for Ty

.“\

= "_‘F —_
T N ' ‘IIT‘ mF




-
?‘f w33

THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS. 105

%
VIIL
Balarama A atara Funtti,

(TRANSLATION.)

On Wim,—who is rudiant like myriads of suns, whose

effulgence is like that of the snow-rlad Fimalayas, whose head is
fitly crowned with a crown of sexpents—theix hoods upraised,—
on whose eavs flash gem-set xings, who ig vested in chavming blue,
in whose four hunds gleam the plowgh-shave, the mace, the ronch
and the sword, who is adovned with necklace, avmlet, bracelet and
ving,—girt with the sacvificial zo ne,—gleaming with celestial
fewels,—with pleasunt cues, smiling bewitchingly, as if gladdened
by ambrogial wine and amorous dalliance, his blue xaiment slipping
down from his handgome form,—on Fim shouldst thou wmeditate
and centre thy thoughts!

gﬁnﬁ-gmkataga.
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KEDARA.
TizA—EKATALA.
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Third Strain.
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1X.

THE BUDDHA AVATARA.

©
9

Buppna, the son of Suddhodana and M4yadevi, was born at
| Kapilavastu,® the capital of his father’s kingdom, situated somewhere
at the foot of the mountains of Nepaul. He was in his early days
called Siddhértha, but was subsequently better known as Sakya-
Sifigha, or the Lion of the E;:ikya. family, and also as Goutama,
after the clan to which he belonged. It is said that—

= The childhood shows= the man,
As morning shows the day.”

The infancy of Buddha furnished a very accurate forecast of the
future character and movements of the great religious reformer.
He was, unlike the children of his age, always averse to play, but
loved, whenever he could find opportunity of being alone, to
frequent the forests and lose himself in meditations. His father
sought to prevent him becoming a dreamer, by marrying him to the
beautiful and accomplished Gopa, the daughter of Dandapdni. But
this made no difference in his life. “ Nothing is stable on earth,” he
used to say, “nothing is real. Life is like the spark produced by the
friction of wood. It islighted and is extinguished—we know not

whence it came or whither it goes. It is like the sound of a lyre,

* © Apcording to the Buddhist chronicles of Thibet, Eapilavasta or Kapila-nagara was founded
by some descendants of the solar hero Gotama, on the bank of a Inke near the river Robini iu
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and the wise man asks in vain from whence it came and whither
it goes. There must be some supreme intelligence where we could
find vest. If I attained it, I could bring light to man ; if I were
free myself, I could deliver the world.” All sorts of worldly amuse-
ments were tried to divert his mind from philosophy and polemics,
but in vain. While once out on a drive, he came upon a man
sinking under the influence of extreme old age ; on another occasion,
he met one groaning with illness ; on a third ocecasion, he saw a
religious devotee going about for alms, Goutama wasan acute
observer as well as a profound thinker, and the sight of these three
individuals brought home to him the foolishness of boasting of the
riches of youth, which were destined to become the prey of old age,
the absurdity of relying upon abundant health, as it comes and
vanishes like the phantoms of a dream, and the necessity of leading
the religious and humble life of a recluse, renouncing all the plea-
sures and desires of the world with its endless troubles and
turmoils. Such and like cogitations worked so strongly upon his al-
ready over-wrought mind, that one night he stole out of the house on
horse-back, ‘and, attended only by a single follower, left his father and
wife, eluding the vigilance of the guards who had been keeping
watch over him. At dawn of day, he made over his horse and his
ornaments to the servant, and bade him return to the capital.
According to the author of the Lalita~Vistara, (a work on the life
and doctrines of Buddha), “a monument is still to be seen on the
spot where the coachman turned back.” Its situation lies about




635
"~

THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS. 113

50 miles E. 8. E. from Goruckpur. Buddha first went to Vaiséli,*
where, under the tutelage of a celebrated Brahmin, he learned all
that the sage could teach him, but his disappoinment was great
when he failed to obtain a satisfactory solution of the great problem
of salvation. He tried another Pundit at R4jagriha, the capital of
Magadha (Behar), but the result was equally fruitless. He next betook
himself to a solifary village called Uruvilva, where, in conjunction
with five of his fellow-students, he, for a period of six years, prac-
tised austerites. At the expiration of this period, his brother-
students abandoned him as a heretic, in consequence of his hold-
ing that asceticism was a huge stumbling-block in the way of truth.
After a long series of meditations, in the course of which he was
favored with divers visions, he arrived at “that true knowledge which
discloses the causes, and thereby destroys the fear, of all the changes
inherent in life.” It was, at this moment, that he claimed the title
of Buddha, or the Enlightened, and, allowing compassion for suffer-
ing humanity to get the better of an intention to keep his knowledge
a sealed book to the world, he became the founder of a new sect,
which, even to this day, numbers among its adherents about
455,000,000 buman beings. He is said to have visited Benares, the
stronghold of Brahminism. The first thing he did there, was fo seek

* Vaig'ali is celebrated ns the chief scat of the early Iabors of Goutama, and is conjectured by
gome to be Prayfiga or Allahabad ; but according to the Rim&vaga, its site is muoh lower down on the
porth bank of the Ganges. General Cunningham places it about 37 miles north of Patns, and identi-
fics it with the village of Besirh, ineludiug the old ruined fort known as Rdjd Visd'al-bd-garh; or the
fort of R4j& Vis'dls, the reputed founder of ancient Vais'dli.

8
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out, and, by dint of argument and sound logic, make his former five
fellow-students, who abandoned him for his heresy, acknowledge
the truth of his doctrine. From what can be collected from stray
accounts left of this great man, it appears that he was once invited
by king Bimbisdra to his capital Rijagriha, and was there presented
with the Monastery of Kalantaka. Here he delivered some of his
most important discourses. While in this place, he was joined by
three of his well known followers, Sariputra Kétydyana, and Maud-
galydyapa. He lived in peace and enjoyed for a long time the
friendship of the good king, till the prince, his son, assassinated him,
The next place Buddha is known to have settled in, was ér&v&sﬁ,‘
(north of the Ganges), the capital of Knimla,f the king of which
place, Prasenjit, became a convert to his faith. On the occasion of
his visit to his father at Kapilavastu, after a separation of twelve
years, he is said to have peformed several miracles and converted all
the éé,k}'as to his doctrines. His wife and aunt were the first
female converts to Buddhism in India. At the age of 70, Buddha
repeated his visit to Réjagriha, the capital of Ajita-satru, ( the parri-
cide, and consequently the enemy of Buddha ), and made him his

® Srivasti, on the Rapti, wns the eapital of Uttars Kov'ala or Oudb, to the north of the Ghgm,
It is identified by some with Faizabad,

+ # On Sarayu’s bank of ample size,
The hapyy realm of Kos'als lies*—Onrerrros

“ A eountry on the Sarnyu river, having Ayodhys for its capital. The name is variously ap-
plied to other countries in the east, and in the south, and in the Vindhya Mountains, Tt probably

widened with the domiuions of its rulers, aud part of Birar is called Dakshina-kos'als, the Southern
Koa'ulo."
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follower, after wringing out of him a public econfession of his crimes.

He also re-visited Vaisili. After leaving it, he advanced towards
the city of Kusi-nagara,# and there he first felt the gradual decrease
of vitality in him. While halting under a S4l tree in the forest, he
breathed his last, or, in the language of Buddhism, entered into
Nirvdna (final beatitude).

According to the doctrines of Buddhism, the various transmi-
grations, through which the soulisdestined to pass, are not caused by
the Creator or the Ruler of the Universe. The power that controls
the world is expressed by the word Karmma, literally, action—which
may be good or bad, or both. The Buddhistic religion inculcates

morality, and benevolence is its chief characteristic.

The birth of Buddha appears to have occurred in the 7th, and
his death in the 6th, century before Christ (621—543 B. (.) Several
religious reformers, born in after ages, and following the doctrines of

Buddha are'now known by the name of their great prototype.

According to the Paurdnic legends, the apparent object of this
Incarnation, (for it must be remembered that this religious reformer
is therein regarded as nothing less than an Avatdra,) was to abolish
the sanguinary sacrifices prescribed in the Vedas. But the real

* Situnted exactly 35 miles to the east of Goruckpur, Wilson identifies the place with the
ruins of Kasia, According to Buddhistic accounts, the death of Buddha took plase here, on the full-
moon of Vais'ikh, 543 B. C.
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object was to make the demonsand wicked men court their own
destruction, which would be the inevitable result of their contempt
of the Vedas, the rejection by them of caste, and the denial of the

existence and power of the gods.

Tt is mentioned in the Purdnas that the demons had asked
Indra as to the best means by which they might < have dominion
over the world, and were directed by him. to betake themselves to
sacrifices, purification, and piety, in order that their ambition might
be crowned with success. While they were preparing for a solemn
sacrifice and general purification, Vishnu, at the earnest entreaty of
the deities, came to them in the garb of a Sannyési, named Buddha,
“with his hair braided in a knot on the crown of his head, wrapt
in a squalid mantle, and with a broom in his hand.” Being ques-
tioned by the demons, as to the uncleanliness of his clothing and the
singularity of the implement he carried with him, Buddha remarked
that “it was cruel, and consequently impious, to deprive any
creature of life ;” that, in spite of what might have been dictated by
the Vedas, every sacrifice of an animal was an abomination, and
that purification was wickedness ; for were not thousands of small
insects and unseen animal life destroyed in the act of bathing or
washing clothes? He accounted for the untidiness of his appearance
by mentioning his aversion to ablutions, and stated that the
object of his carrying a broomstick with him was to sweep the
ground before him when walking, so that he might not tread on
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some poor harmless reptile. He declaimed against the inhumanity

of sacrificing animals for religious purposes with so much reason
and heart-stirring eloquence, that the demons burst into tears, and,
with one voice, gave up their project of performing the sacrifice and
the purification ceremonies, and with i';huse, all hopes of domineering

over heaven and earth.




L3

£l
] I .
- ™ _ -

_-II

"""-*'M

e i Loant TR | [T R
' el ut o rhps gl

""l‘:;"" -Illmﬂh
‘lu,u— Al sk R e Aok

“‘“’”"Wuﬂmmﬂ ~Sam

_-'l"ﬂ'l‘lﬁllihi

Ry




THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS.

119

e

— e B e ——

TESR N |
ATEEEA R

By

TAFT FEEY wEF l el




W1
o —

3

W w

L]




HREQ G TPERIN
THE TEN PRINCIPAL AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS. 121

IX.

Buddha Avatara Suriti,

e

(THANBLATION.)

@;u Puddha, whose face beams with tranquil serenity,

whose compussionate hewt is always averse to the destruction of
animal life, from whose head hang down matted locks, whe is
dad in yelow xuiments,—To Buddha, prince among devotees,—

¥ offer my prayers.
Fast Rhanda,

.
o PIERIN
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X,

THE KALKI AVATARA.

It has been already stated that the duration of the present
(kali) yuga is 432,000 years, of which 4,979 years have been gone
through. At the expiration of the remaining period, the Kalki
Avatira will appear as a sign of the dissolution of the mundane
system. A new world will then spring up, phenix-like, out of the
ashes of the former, and a new Safye Yuga will be ushered in, |

“On the approach of Kalki,” says M. Sonnerat, in his voyages,
“the sun and moon shall be darkened, the earth tremble, and the
stars fall from the firmament; that, then the serpent Ananta, (or
infinity, on which Vishnu reposes,) from his thousand mouths, shall
vomit forth flames which shall consume the spheres and all living

creatures.”

The Kali Yuga commencing from the date of Vishnu's return to
heaven, after the eighth Incarnation, is the period, which, according
to the Bh&bish}'a.l Purana, (which treats of future occurrences,) will be
characterized by the prevalence of viciousness and immorality, and
by the general decline of everything good. The Vedas and the other
sacred writings will then be disregarded ; Brahmins or the sacred

castes will have no respect and precedence in society ; the acquisition
of wealth will more closely occupy the attention of mankind than that

. 2
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of virtue ; the desire for the gratification of selfish pleasures will
be paramount in the human mind ; the whole world will appear to
be hopelessly drifting towards wreck and ruin. The advent of the

Kalki Avatéra will be at such a time, and he will suceeed in rooting

ouf iniquity from the earth and re-establishing the reign of righteous-

ness and peace.

A detailed account of the Kalki Avatdra is subjoined, asit
might not be known to some of the readers, The history is given
as a legend, It should be remembered, however, that the events

narrated therein are yet to come.

Being able no longer to bear the burden of iniquity that pre-
vailed amongst the inhabitants of this globe in the Kali Yuga,
Mother Earth, accompanied by the deities, and headed by Brahmé,
went up to the Paradise of Vishpu and made known to the Preserver
the sins of Aali. The prayerful solicitation of the gods found
a favorable hearing, and Vishou promised them speedy relief. He in-
timated his intention of taking human birth, in the city of Sambhala,
as the son of Vishnuyas4 and of Sumati his wife. It was further
arranged that Lakshmi, the consort of Vishnu, should be born as
Padm4, the daughter of Brihadratha, king of Ceylon, by his wife
Kaumudi, and join him on earth as his wife; and that the gods
should likewise take human forms to help Vishnu in the destruction

Kalki was,

of the wicked andin the regeneration of the world,
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e

accordingly, born in the city of Sambhala(l) on the 12th day before
the full-moon in the month of Buisdkh, corresponding with the latter
portion of April and the beginning of May. At the request of
Brahma the infant was obliged to be content with two arms instead
of the four which he had at his birth. His parents who saw this
change, thought that they must have been deceived by an optical
delusion. Parasu-rima, Kripichdryya, Vyésa, and other immortals
came to see the boy-god in the guise of mendicants, and by them
the infant was named Kalki, or the destroyer of Kalka (sin).
In due time he was invested with the sacred thread and
put in charge of Parasu-rdma, who undertook to train him
upin all the arts and sciences. He subsequently lcarnt the
use of arms from Mahddeva, who, in appreciation of his talents,
presented bhim with a sword of terrible power, a horse cap-
able of carrying him anywhere at his will, and a wonderful
parrot ( éuka ) gifted with every knowledge. After his marriage
with Padmé, the daughter of the king of Ceylon, Kalki set out to
conquer with a large army. He first attacked Kikata(2) the land of
the Buddhas and slew their mighty king Jina(3), together with all his
friends and followers. On the defeat and death of Jina, the Mlech-

(1) A city sitnated in the Panchila, division of ancient India; the country north and west of
Dalli, between the foot of the Him&lays and the Chidmbil ; identified by some with Sumbualpnr,

(2) A country inhabited by people who were uot Aryans: it is identified with Magadha or South
Rehar. The Kikatas are a tribe of aborigines who lived to the enst of Svarnsvall, “They drew no
milk to mix with the Soma, and by them the sacrificinl kettle was nover heated.”

(8) Probably the founder of the Jain religion, which is an off-shoot or after-growth of Buddhism.
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chhas(1) who came to oppose him, met with a similar fate. The women
of the Mlechchhas next came out, armed for battle, but considering
women to be unworthy of his steel, Kalki paralysed their arms by
his mantras, and the weapons remained in their hands fixed and
immovable. The amazons were eonvinced of the divine nature of the
warrior they were opposed to, and could not refrain from joining with
one voice in prayer and praise of the hero. Afterwards, Kalki slew a
terrible she-monster named Kuthodarf, and destroyed the barbarian
races known as the éakastﬂ}, Kimbojas(3) and éabara.& (4) He had
then a conflict with Qa.éitihvaja., the king of Bhallata, a staunch fol-
lower of Vishnu. In spite of the warnings of his pious wife Susint4
(who was aware of Kalki's divine nature), éa.éidln'a,ja. came forth bold-
Iy to battle. A single lucky blow with his heavy war-club rendered
the hero-god insensible, and in this state he was brought to his
victor’s home. When he recovered his senses, his wrath was propi=

tiated by the humble attitude and earnest prayers of éa.éidhvaja.

(1) According to the Vishgu Purips, various Eshattriya races were degraded by king Sagara,
by being deprived of established usages and the study of the Vedas. Thus separated from religious
rites, and sbandoned by the Brahming, these different tribes becams Mlechchhas, Ageording to the
modern signification of the term, they menn fareigners, barbarinns,—people not of Arynn roce,

{2) According to Wilson, * these people, the Sakai and Sacm of classical writers, the Indo-
Soythinne of Ptolemy, extended, nbout the commencement of our ern, along the west of Todia, from
the Hindu Koh to the mouths of the Indus” They were probably Turk or Tartar tribes, and wers
among those recorded ns conguered by Sagam, who compelled them to shave the upper half of their

hends. King Vikmmidityn wes called S'akiri,—* tha foe of tha 5'akns'—probally, ou account of his
haviug enconnitered and kept back these people.

(3) A race of men alwnys associnted with the tribes living in the North-West, and famous for

their horses, of which they were said to possces a fine breed. They were ulso among the tribes eon-
quered by Sagara.

(4) A hilly tribe formerly seen in the mountainous regions of Western India.

=
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and the bestowal of the hand of his daunghter Ram4. The next
achievement of Kalki was the restoration to her celestial home of
Sulochan4, (the wife of the Gandharva, Chitraratha', who had been
residing under a curse, in the eity of Kanchani in the infernal
regions, and the installation of Mahdmati on the throne of that
kingdom. He also placed Stryyaketu on the throne of Ayodhya
(Oudh), and Debépi on that of Baranibata,(1) and then returned to
Sambhala, his birth-place. He distributed the kingdoms of Saumbha,
Paundra,2) Pulinda (3) Surashtra(4) and Magadha,(5) amongst his
brothers, those of Kikata, Central Carnit,(6) Andhra,(7) Odra,(S)
Kalinga,(9) Anga(10) and Banga,(11) among his relatives; ceded
Kankaka(12) and Kalapaka(13) to his kinsman Biéikha-yﬁp& ; and

(1) Modern Allashabad. Tt is said to have been celebrated for gold and jewels.

(2) A fabulous city between the Himavat and Hemnketu mountsins. According to some, it is
& conntry corresponding “ to Bengal Proper, with part of Bonth Beliar and the jungle mehals™
Acgcording to Conningham, Paundrs Varddhana is represenied by Pubnn,

(3) Probably the abode of barbarous tribea (Pulindas), who live in woods and mountains,
especinlly in Central Indin. There were some, who, according to the Vishnu Purdps, lived in the
deserts elong the Indus.

{4) Surat, the people of which were the Surastrene of Plolemy.

(5) The country of South Behar, whera the Pali lnnguage was spoken.

{6) The country where the Canarese language is spoken, in the central disiriots of the Penin-
suls, including Mysore. The name “ Carnatic” is derived from this.

(7) The sncient name of Tellingana—the conntry of the Telegus.

(8) Orissa,

. (9) The country along the Coromandel Coast, north of Madras, the Calings proximi mari of
Pliny.

(10) The country of Bengal Proper about Bhégulpur.

(11) Bengal, but not as it is mow known. Formerly it meant the districts north of the Dhs-
girathi—Jessore, Krishnagar, &o.

(12) DProbably Conoan.

(18) Perhaps, Kalipa, the fabulous village where Maru, (a descendant of Eus's), lived for »
long time, in order that he might, by strength of devotion, be uble to L the restorer of the
Eshattriya mce in the solar dynasty.
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o placed Chola,(1) Barbbara(2) and Karbba, under his sons. Peace e
and tranquillity was now restored on earth, and vice and impurity
having been rooted out, virtue and piety resumed their reign. The

Satya Yuga, (era of truth ) now set in, and the time arrived when
| there appeared no longer any necessity for the presence of the
Avatéra upon this earth. At the request of the gods, he went
up the Himdlayas, where, on the banks of a sacred river, in the
presence of holy sages, he gave up his human form, and, resuming
his divinity, ascended to his throne in Paradise

i The Incarnation is represented by some as bearing in one hand,
“a cimeter blazing like a comet,” to signify the destruction of the
impure, and in the other a ring, emblematical of the revolution of
the cycles. He is also described by other authorities as leading a
richly caparisoned winged white horse, typical of the rapidity of the
flight of time. The horse is portrayed as standing on the etherial
regions with three feet, holding the off fore leg up in the air, ready

to stamp upon the earth, when the appointed time should come for

the dissolution of nature(3).

The descriptions of the destroying Angel and of the White

Horse in the Apocalypse bear some resemblance to those of the
Kalki Avatdra.

(1) Probably, the lower part of the Coromandel Const (about Tanjore), formerly ealled Chola-
momdala.

(2) The conntry of the Barbbaras. “ The analogy to * barbarians,”™ eays Wilson, “in not in sonnd
only, but, in oll the anthorities, these are glnssed with borderers nod foreigners and pationa not Hinduw,”
(3} 1t will be ohserved that both the representations of Kalki as given above do not ngree ex-

l actly with the drawing given ju this work, wiich is based on the Kulki Purgpn,
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X,
Halki Auatays Iariti.

(FTRANSLATION.)

o the hing Balki, the hue of whose body is blue like
that of the vain-chavged cloud, who vides on u hovse swift as the
wind, who holds x sword in one of his hands, who is the chevisher
of the people, the destrouer of the stvength of the vace of Fali,
the source of the trwe religion—may he bring down blessings.

upon you all!
Falki Purana,
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The Ten Auvataras (Group).

Ix the whole range of Hindu mythological lore, there can hardly
be found beings who have been known to excel, in prowess, piety,
love of virtue and hatred of vice, the Avataras described in the
foregoing pages, whose mission was to rid the earth of monsters,
demons and things of iniquity, and to inaugurate a better govern-
ment and peace upon earth. Their achievements are themes of poems
and epics, songs and ballads. Jayadeva,® one of the earliest and
sweetest lyric poets of Bengal, whose numbers flow as smoothly and
melodiously as the rivulets of his native land, thus sings of the

hero-gods in his Ode to the Ten Incarnations :—

* Jayndevs, the eon of Bhojadeva and his wife Bimd Devi, was born of a high Brahmin
family, in the village of Eendull, in the district of Beerblioom, Bengal. From an early age he
becnme o stouneh follower of Vishou, sand subsequently the lender of n religious sect, He was
matried to Padmévatt.  His Somskrit work entitled the ** Gits-Govindn,” in which he describes the
loves of Badhs and Erishys, iz o marvel of swestness and gorgeons imagery. He 8 konown to have
lieen wne of the five literary “ gewns” of the court of Lakshmana Sen, king of Bengal, and from this
fact it is nscertnived that he flonrished in the 12th eeutury A.C. The following pleasant snd
enrious story s connected with his life, Deseribing the love-quarrels between Ridhd aud Krishga,
he put on one ocession the following words of snpplieation to the offended R&dhs into the mouth
of the guilty Erishna :—* Asan oroament for my head, nod no sntidote to the love-zod's poisonous
darts,"” and he was going to complete the sentenee, by adding, “ place your generous feet on my head,”
when the impropriety of using such an expression with relevence to his adored deity coourred to hin,
He therefore loft the Intter part of the sentence blunk, and went to the river to perform his nblutions.
In the meantime, Krishga, from whom wnothing could be hidden, seeing the fix in which the
poet was placed, nssumed the shape of Joyndevn and entered his dwelling s baving returned
from the bath, The virtuons Padmévati could not, of course, reeognize the deity in his disguise,
and Krichya, after partaking of the meal prepared by her, asked her for the mnanuscript which had
been left unfinished. Padmévati unsuspectingly bronght it to him. He took it and quistly 8lled
up the blank by inserting the words, “place your generous feet on my bead” When the poct
returued from the river, he was natonished to Gud his wife finishiog her meals before him,
contrary to the nsual practice of native ladies. Ou nsking for and receiving his wife's explanation,
the conviction flashed noross his mind that it wos Krislma himsalf who had sanetified his residencs
with his divine presence, and had put in the sentence which he was hesitating to write down.
Henee the writings of Jayadevn, which are intrinsically sweet, and his stainless life have been investad
with n wystical balo wad eauctity which enn rarely be found iu the life and writings of any of Lis
contempornries,
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Translation,

P

L Thow recovevest the Feda in the water of the ocenn of
desteuction, placing it joufully in the bosom of an mk fabricated
by ther, ® Cesavn, assuming the body of u Fish: Be victorions,
® Feri, Lovd of the Mniverse!

2. @he earth stands fiem on thy immensely brond back,
which grows lavger from fhe callus occasioned by beaving that
vast burden, © Gesava, assuming the body of a Tovtoise: Ve
victovious, @ Fevi, Lovd of the Mniverse ! |

3. The eavth, placed on the point of thy tusk, remaing
fixed like the figure of 2 black antelope on the moon, ® Eesavn,
nssuming the fovm of & Boav: e victorions, © Hexi, Lovd of
the Mniverse !

4, The claw with a stupendons point on the exquisite lotus
of thy lon's paw, is the black bee, that stung the body of the

* By Sir William Jones. (Asiatic Researches,)
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embowelled Hiranya-casipy, @ Cesava, wssuming the form of &
RAun-lion : Ve vietovious, O Fevi, Lord of the Aniveyse!

B, By thy power thou beguilest Vali, O thon mivaculons
Dward, thow purifier of men with the water (of @angi) springing
from thy feet, O Cesuva, assuming the form of 1 Dwarf: Ve
victovious, ® Feri, Lord of the Wniverse !

6. Thou bathest in puve water, consisting of the blood of
Eshatviyus, the world, whose offences ave vemoved, and who ave
velievefl feom the pain of other bixths, ® Eesuva, assuming the
form of Lavasw-Rama: Be victovions, © Feri, Loxd of the
Wniverse !

7. AWith euge to thuself, with delight to the Genii of the
cight vegions, thon seattevest on all sides in the plain of combut
the demon with ten heads, @ Cesava, wssuming the form of
@Qma-@hnnﬂrn : Be victovious, ® Feri, Lovd of the Wniverse !

8. Thou wearest on thy bright body a mantle shining like
a blwe clond, ov like the water of Mamuna teipping towards
thee theough fear of thy fuveowing ploughshare, ® Cesavy,

FPEEIN
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asswming the fovm of Balavama : Be victovious, © Feri, Lovd of

the Alniverse |

9. Thou blamest (Oh, wonderful !) the whole Feda, when
thou geest, @ Rind-heavted, the slanghter of cattle prescvibed for
sacifice, © Cesava, assuming the body of Buddha: Be victor-

tous, ©® Fevi, Lovd of the Aniverse!

10, for the desteuction of all the impure, thon dvawest
thy cimeter like w bluzing comet, (how tvemendons!) @ Cesuva,
ngsuming the body of Falki: Be victorious, © Hevi, Lovd of

the Mniverse !




-Tilr|
-
MI;T._H_. |
o |
- “L';LTT;"‘-

. *'Hr‘ 3

i | :
' Py 115

N ) ) ".‘ 2

| s] ‘
T "

gy




THE TEN ERINCIFALAVATARAS OF TUE HINOUS,
THE TEN AVATARAS Hm)

3 , -
| DESISNED & LITHOGHAPHED FOR 7 & & TAGORE L : =
_nE 4
%, - — S




J’* # i
> '._ﬂ s '
_Ilj"_ g?‘""' = sl f--r_ - =
!!I-I-'I -1-5' "‘ "_.-f—_.' [
o, T et
j ' -

e
= “hYp




HeSGeeds

THE TEN PRINCIPAL: AVATARAS OF THE HINDUS.

HYMN TO VISHNTU.

(TRHANSLATION.)®

O Taou that held’st the blessed Veda dry

When all things else beneath the floods were hurled ;
Strong Fish-God ! Ark of Men ! Jai! Hari, Jai !

Hail, Keshav, hail ! Thou Master of the World !

The round world rested on thy spacious nape ;
Upon thy veck, like a mere mole, it stood ;

O thou that took’st for us the Tortoise-shape,
Hail, Keshav, hail | Ruler of wave and wood !

The world upon thy eurving tusk sate sure,
Like the Moon's dark dise in her crescent pale ;
O thou who didst for us assume the Boar,
Immortal Conqueror! Hail, Keshav, hail !

When thou thy Giant-Foe didst seize and rend,
Fierce, fearful, long, and sharp were fang and nail ;
Thou who the Lion and the Man didst blend,
Lord of the Universe ! Hail, Narsingh, hail !

Wonderful Dwarf |—who with a threefold stride
Cheated King Bali—where thy footsteps fall
Men’s sins, O Wamuna | are set aside.
O Keshav, hail! Thou Help and Hope of all |

The sins of this sad earth thou didst assoil,

The anguish of its creatures thou didst heal ;
Freed are we from all terrors by thy toil :

Hail, Purshuram, hail | Lord of the biting steel !

* By Edwin Arnold, M. A.—(The Indian Song of Songs.)
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To thee the fell Ten-Headed yielded life,
Thou in dread battle laid’st the monster low !
Ah, Rama! dear to Gods and men that strife ;
We praise thee, Master of the matchless bow !

With clouds for garments glorious thou dost fare,
Veiling thy dazzling majesty and might,

As when Yamuna saw thee with the share,
A peasant—yet the King of Day and Night.

Merciful-hearted | when thou camest as Boodh—
Albeit "twas written in the Scriptures so—

Thou bad’st our altars be no more imbrued
With blood of victims : Keshav! bending low.

We praise thee, Wielder of the sweeping sword,
Brilliant as curving comets in the gloom,

‘Whose keen edge smote the fierce barbarian horde ;
Hail to thee, Keshayv! Hail, and hear, and come,

And fill this song of Jayadev with thee,
And make it wise to teach, strong to redeem,
And sweet to living souls. Thou Mystery !

Thou Light of Life! Thou Dawn beyond the dream !

Fish! That didst outswim the flood ;
Tortoise ! Whereon earth hath stood ;
Boar! Who with thy tusk held’st high
The world, that mortals might not die ;
Lion! Who hast giants torn ;

Dwarf! Who laugh'dst a king to scorn ;
Sole Subduer of the Dreaded !

Slayer of the many-headed !

Mighty Ploughman! Teacher tender!
Of thine own the sure Defender !
Under all thy tep disguises

Endless praise to thee arises.
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* Musio taken from the “ Songs of Jayadeva,” set to music by Professor Eshetra Mohun Gosrimf,
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First Strain.
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Second Strain.

* The remaining stanzas are to be sung ns above.
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