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PREFACE.

EATH has once again robbed the Cambridge Medicval History of

its senior Editor. Dr J. R. Tanner devoted to it those qualities
of sober judgment and organising ability which had already distinguished
him in an administrative sphere;: he maintained relations with the various
contributors on the most friendly basis; and, besides his obvious gifts as
a historian, he had a keen eye for those small corrections in style and
punctuation which often add so much to the ease of the reader. His name
still appears on the title page, for he had read the proofs of most of the
chapters in this volume, and of some of them in their final form. In his
last illness he continued to read them and to send them back with his
unvarying punctuality, up to a very few days before his death. His
fellow-editors mourn the loss of their distinguished colleague and close
personal friend.

We have also to deplore the deaths of two of the contributors to this
volume, Mr Edward Armstrong had carefully revised the manuscript of
his chapters for this and the succeeding volume. Professor P. J. Blok
had only completed the first part—the narrative of events—of his chapter
on Germany, 1273-1818. In this he had included the Italian expedition
of Henry VII, though it had already been described in Chapter I. His
strong desire to retain this in his chapter, as essential to the completeness
of his story, was expressed in a letter written shortly before his death
and has naturally been respected by the editors. We are deeply indebted
to Professor W.T. Waugh, who at short notice not only wrote the second
part of Professor Blok's chapter but also compiled the bibliography.

In the maps we were fortunate in again obtaining the assistance of
Mr G. R. Crone, with the exceptions of Germany and East Central
Europe, for which we have to thank Professor W. T. Waugh and Pro-
fessor A. Bruce Boswell. The bibliographies have once more been in the
competent hands of Mr C. C. Scott, and we are greatly indebted to him
for the accurate and skilful labour he has expended upon them. Finally,
Miss Maris has been responsible for the index, and by her extreme care
and thoroughness has supplied us with a number of important corrections.

C. W. P.-O.
Z. N. B.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tue seventh volume of the Cambridge Medieval History covers, roughly
speaking, the fourteenth century, and this period of time forms without
undue straining one of the compartments into which the Middle Ages
are conveniently divided. It is a testimony to the naturalness of this
division that we take up the events in France, Germany, and England
at an earlier date (1270, 1273, and 1272) than the fortunes of Italy and
the Papacy, for the former entered earlier on the late medieval stage of
their political development than did the latter. The feudal age, we may
say with some over-nccentuation, has for them merged into the age of
chivalry. The change marks indeed an improvement, but not improve-
ment unalloyed. There is also a decadence, not so much retrogression,
but that ossifying of regnant ideas which are slowly losing their vitality,
which draw their life not from present needs and hopes but from past
aspirations, whose fulfilment men no longer expect but on whose claims
they are content to pay a decent percentage in the pound. A code of
rules succeeds vague enchanting ideals; legal subtleties overlay the broad
principles of law; the ardent enthusiasm which led the early friars
to “follow naked the naked Christ,” and gave birth to the ideal of
Sir Galahad, has given way to a more practicable achievement. This was
natural if only owing to the wide diffusion of these ideals; the many
adapted the ideals of the hervic few to workaday circumstances, and
while the ideals remained on the whole beneficent, their effect grew ever
less and their weaker elements, one might say their narrowness and arti-
ficiality, grew ever more prominent.

Something of the same fixity of ideas under a disguise of change may
be detected in the strictly political sphere, Internal peace and good and
efficient government by means of strict royal supervision of the feudal
fabric of society had been the aim of the political leaders of the last two
centuries; to be anti-feudal was not in their thought. Their successors
followed the same aim and elaborated remedies on the same principle
with undefeated perseverance. In their efforts to perfect and complete
they devised much that was new and that was to be fruitful in later
times, but in their experiments the feudal conception was predominant,
The novel ferment in these creations strained, but did not break the
feudal mould which contained them.

New ferment indeed there was. The rise of the bourgeoisie in the
towns, the steady increase of free peasants in the countryside, the multi-
plication and the grievances of the employees of the manufacturers, the

C. MED, H. V0L, YII. b



viii Introduction .

flagrancy of ecclesiastical and administrative abuses, the contrasts of
utter poverty and extravagant splendour in the capitals and princely
castles, the very growth of literacy which extended knowledge, the
quickening consciousness of national divergence and antipathy, the uni-
versal disaster of the Black Death and the more local horrors of the
Hundred Years’ War, and finally the spectacular scandal of the Great
Sehism, all these could not fail of effect on men’s minds. The age is one
of stirring and striving: peasant and artisan beat tempestuously if in
vain on that firmly-built society; kings and nobles wrestled for the con-
trol of the State; isolated thinkers discussed the theory of the Church
and sowed the seeds of the future. But as yet the old foundations were
too strong to be shaken. The century ends with Church and Feudalism
and the accepted philosophy of life standing where they did. But they
had provided no real remedies for current ills and needs; they had only
baffied opposition; and the opposition they erushed or over-rode was
confusedly or unconsciously germinating those new ideas which distinguish
modern from medieval times.

Nowhere can the more political side of this restless fermentation be
more clearly shewn than in the rival kingdoms of France and England.
Their development runs parallel, alike in their broadest characteristics,
contrasted in their narrower but deeper peculiarities. They were the most
advanced of feudal monarchies, the countries where the feeling of nation-
ality, in spite of provincial particularism, had most nearly coalesced with
loyalty to the State. Each at the beginning of this period was a congeries
of feudal jurisdictions controlled by a centralising national kingship.
Aguinst the freer feudal franchises of France may be set the greater
share of the feudal class in the English royal administration, In the age
of Edward I and Philip the Fair they are seen under the influence of
movement which has strong similarities in both. This is the movement
to harvest the fruits of the previous unifying process, to systematise and
extend the royal bureaucratic control of the State, to make the king's
governance effective. Thus in both the central government is elaborated
and ramified; it is a documentary age, where a host of busy clerks exereise
control and harden routine by voluminous record and sedulous red-tape.
Alike in both, although with a different past and divergent tendencies,
these kindred bureaucracies spread their tentacles over the life of the
realm. In this encroachment the ideal of better, sounder government
took an active share. Edward I and Philip the Tall were reforming,
legislating, codifying kings: they legislated to redress grievances, to
formulate custom, to provide better method and better law. And in the
endeavour to bring home their government to their subjects, they insist
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on personal touch and gather their people round them in national as-
semblies, the English Parliament and the French States General. That
they thus confirmed incidentally the representative principle has perhaps
more importance for the future than for their own day, What in their
own time meant most was that the never complete and then declining
isolation of fief and town found the main avenue of the future thus com-
pletely barred. Isolation might continue but there was contact always
in one direction, that of the central power. A national or State adminis-
tration had become the reigning political coneeption.

The second movement, earlier (as thirteenth-century history prescribed)
in England, later in France, was the natural sequel. Political strife con-
centrates not on the endeavour to escape from the authority of the State,
but on that to control it, if not completely, yet in certain wide spheres
of its activity. It was the feudal nobles, the aristocracy, who took the
lead in England, and their aim was, it may be said, to make the king
the representative, almost the instrument of their class. The abuses of
a cumbrous administration, of greedy officials, of inconsequent royal
caprice gave them a perennial cause to champion. The king resisted with
all his energies and worked constantly for the sole direction of the State.
The vicissitudes of the conflict, which contributed to the formation of
the English constitution, are told in this volume. Here it need merely
be said that Edward ITT won a personal victory only by taking the nobles
into subordinate partnership; that his French wars ended by giving them
local predominance and armed forces, under the name of Livery and
Maintenance, more dangerous than the obsolete feudal service, while
retaining the spirit of feudalism; that the Keepers of the Peace ruled
the districts in which they were country gentry. When Richard II
challenged the nobles in his attempt at despotism, the system of partner-
ship between king and lords took formal shape as the “Lancastrian
experiment.”

One expedient of the Edwards, which had many precedents, had been
to endow their sons and increase their own hold on the nobility by raising
them through marriage or grant to be the greatest nobles of the land ;
and this led under Richard II to the baronial instinct of eontrol being
strengthened by schemes of rival princes for the crown and complicated
by endless family feuds. The same system of appanages prevailed also in
France, and takes the leading place in the era of factious discontent
which supervened on the death of Charles the Wise. Like Lancaster,
Gloucester, and York in England, Burgundy, Anjou, and Orleans in
France fought for and round the crown, and exploited justifiable dis-
content and strivings for reform. In France, as in England, the period

b2
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of baronial control was dominated by selfish princes and feud-ridden
partisans. Monarchy based on feudal ideals was breaking down, and
those ideals could not bring to birth a successor to it. Feudalism itself
was old.

In no feature of fourteenth-century society is the working of centralising
monarchy on feudal institutions and on conditions increasingly non-feudal
better seen than in the development of the assemblies known as Fstates,
They were strictly feudal in origin, for they took their rise in the obli-
gations of vassalage; but they soon outgrew the merely feudal conceptions.
Already in the thirteenth century, they shew a grouping of men in
classes, not in the older feudal hierarchy; in the fourteenth century, the
nobles, the ecclesiastics, and the bourgeois of a nation or province form
in these assemblies separate *Estates,” divided by their profession, their
occupation, from one another. Even in the abnormal “Commons™ of
England, the alliance of the Knights of the Shire with the Burgesses
reposes on the fact that the *“Knights™ represent the frecholders of the
Shire bound together by their common function of raisers of crops and
herds and disregarding the feudal tenure which diversified them. Thus
the truly medieval society of groups received its latest and widest embodi-
ment. The group covered the kingdom or provinee; it was based on the
essential function of its members; but these groups were still in separate
layers; they assumed a feudal class and government; and the measure of
their eventual unsuccess was the measure of their mutual lack of harmony,
the dissidence of the feudal and non-feudal layers. Save in England their
future growth was compromised by the feudal mould in which they
grew. ‘I'rue national solidarity and individual allegiance to the State
were to find their fitter school in the absolute monarchies of a later day.

If we turn to Germany, the scene seems changed. There the centralised
monarchy of the feudal type, we may say, had never arisen. On the
contrary, the (to over-state a little) half pre-feudal kingship had collapsed
with the Hohenstaufen, and the Golden Bull of Charles IV seems like a
raft of gilded wreckage. There the particularist nobles, save in spasmodic
efforts of the new College of Electors, made no attempt to control a
central government which barely existed. Their efforts, like those of the
Free Cities, were bent towards local predominance, But here, too, the
feudal spirit shewed its inability to construct. The teeming resources of
Germany were spent in insensate rivalries and the shifting pursuit of
endless, incoherent petty interests. Even in the Jjust-emerging State of
Switzerland the common interest and character, which did indeed lead to
its creation, are almost hid in the bewildering thicket of the broils of
town and country, valley and plain, peasant and noble, burgher and
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artisan. Chaos indeed might be in labour, but its child, the Swiss nation,
was yet unborn.

Perhaps the most striking feature of fourteenth-century Swiss history
is that here the peasant class won a permanent victory over the feudal
rulers, and it may be that this was because their grievances and aims
were more *political” than economic or social. But all over the West
the peasants and their congeners, the workmen of the towns, were seething
with like tempestuous desires and struggling to divert the current of
social evolution into a new channel. Much might be due to that change
for the worse in the general condition of the peasant deseribed in
Chapter XXIII, much to the unprecedented phenomenon of manu-
facturing towns crowded with stinted workfolk. The wasteful horrors of
the Hundred Years' War and the countless feuds, the misery and the
opportunities of the recurrent Black Death were subordinate incitements.
But something must also be allowed, sporadieally if not everywhere, to
the power to plan and organise given by the driblets of increasing civili-
sation that fell to the share of the workfolk. They had their orators,
their propagandists, and statesmen even.

The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 in England was the briefest and least
recurrent of these efforts; we may guess the grievances were less and
already diminishing. The Jaequerie of France in the mid-century was
fiercer in its rage at oppression and at the splendid incompetence of
chivalry to defend the countryside from the terrible ravage of the Free
Companies and the English. It ended, as it began, in despair. It is
significant of the distant future that the only remedy which emerged was
the national armed monarchy directed by the secret counsels of Charles
the Wise. It is also significant that this wild revolt was contemporaneous,
and in its immediate causes was allied with the unsuccessful attempt of
the bourgeoisie, led hy]g‘.tienne Mareel, to exert a degree of control over
the royal government through the States General. The tide rose, in short,
against feudalised, chivalric monarchy and its hide-bound bureaucratic
instruments, and was repelled. Something of the same course was visible
in the Cabochian movement of 1413; only here the lower bourgeoisie
and the mob were predominant, and equally they failed. It was not only
coherence and steady co-operation that were lacking, but the experience
and daily faculty to direct great affairs.

These French movements, although they hold the centre of the stage,
are yet only pale and partial reflexes of the upheaval of the industrial
populations of Western Europe in the fourteenth century, to be seen
from Germany to Spain. Here, however, only its manifestations in Italy
and the Netherlands can be touched upon; they were the most important,
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and the most European; for these towns were the nerve-centres, the
ganglia, of the commercial system of the West. Two fundamental facts
give the basis of the history of these trading towns from 1100 to
1350 a.p.: the continuous growth of their population and the like
increase of their manufactures, of which the making of the varieties of
cloth always formed the staple. From these two causes arose the primitive
capitalist, merchant, employer, and banker; the thronging pettier traders,
retailers, provisioners, metal-workers, and the like, typical “small masters™;
and last, the multitude of wage-earners in the cloth-industry. The general
rise of population and the ever-widening, securer commerce of these two-
and-a-half centuries, of which the towns furnish the clearest evidence, gave
them their opportunity and indeed cavsed their existence. But the lion's
share of their prosperity went to the earlier strata of the town-population,
the first in the field, and already in the thirteenth century the merchant
and employer class were forming in Flanders? (to give the most wealthy
district as an instance) a narrow hereditary oligarchy, oppressive to the
“small masters™ and retailers, and exploiting without pity the mass of
their employees, who were their subjects, their tenants, and almost help-
lessly dependent on them for a livelihood. Such a state of things could
not last. Defeated risings were in the early fourteenth century followed
by victorious revolution, of which the *Matins of Bruges” in 1302 may
stand as an example. The general result was the erection of the stormy
“democratic” government of the métiers or gilds, in which the ancient
oligarchs formed but a small opposition, while the employee cloth-workers
and the “domestic™ trades struggled for the mastery, and the Count of
Flanders with his nobles trimmed and tacked and warred to regain their
authority. The democratic forces seemed irresistible in the towns, but
there were fatal weaknesses in their constitution. First, each section
within them fought only for its own hand and its own supremacy: weaver
hated fuller, smith, and cordwainer. Only after years of civil strife and
revolutions was something like an uneasy, selfish partition of power at-
tained. Secondly, these towns and gilds were at the last resort dependent
on “great commerce,” international exchange, which they could not
control and did not understand. To their disillusion, the gildsmen
derived but little economic benefit from their predominance, The Black
Death and its sequels, if they put a stop to the growth of population,
and raised wages temporarily, perhaps permanently, also diminished
consumption in like measure. The métiers were incurably narrow and
egoistic in external as in internal politics and economics. Their one

! Bee supra, Yol. vi, Chaps. xiv and xv. The history of the towns of the Nether-
lands from 1300 onwards will be treated in Vol. v
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remedy for failing commerce was privilege and rigid protection; the older
merchant oligarchies had aimed at freeing and easing exchange; but the
métiers blocked it—the retailer or employee was supreme. The towns
thus had one another and the countryside for their enemies; they thought
only of monopolising their narrow local market. When the new large
territorial power of Burgundy succeeded petty principalities, and curbed
the rival German Hansa towns, and favoured the new free port of Antwerp
where merchants could congregate, the older towns, with diminishing
manufactures, engrossed and divided by local interests, were bound to fall
into recalcitrant tutelage. The *“democratic” régime had ended in failure,

The same motives as those that induced the revolutions in the Nether-
lands worked also in North Italy, and here the best illustration is found
in the great manufacturing and exporting city of Florence, whose very
peculiarities make the essential facts more clear. In the first half of the
fourteenth century Florence was under the sway of the Greater Arts,
i.c. the merchants, manufacturers, and bankers. They admitted the Lesser
Arts, i.e. the retailers and small masters, to a subordinate partnership,
and this, together with the alliance of the Papacy and the Kings of
Naples, perhaps accounts for the later date of the revolutionary move-
ment. But their exploitation of the workmen in the eloth-industry was
almost ruthless, as it was in Flanders, and in the latter half of the century
the bitter discontent of their vietims exploded finally in the revolt of the
Ciompi (1378). Brief mob-rule was succeeded by brief predominance of
the Lesser Arts allied with the upper stratum of the workfolk. Yet
their failure was more rapid than in Flanders. The banking centre of
Europe could only be ruled and guided by a ring of the great employing
merchant and banking houses, and in 1385 a narrow oligarchy once more
took the reins, When their own egoistic divisions caused their fall, it
was not democracy but the “Tyranny™ of the greatest banking house,
the Medici, with the genius to win over and to favour the lesser folk,
which, under republican forms, succeeded to the rule of the State.

The control of foreign trade, in short, was the mainspring of the power
both of the long-lived oligarchy of Venice, the less disciplined oligarchy
of Florence, and the Medicean despotism. Elsewhere in North Italy, the
solution of class-warfare and perhaps partially of the economic problem
had been found in monarchy, which at least gave order and security. The
Italian despots had a distant kinship to the territorial sovereigns of
northern Europe; but these were firmer based on a nationalism which
could unite classes and provinces in allegiance to the native prince. At
the end of the Middle Ages the same sympathies and needs at length
united Spain.
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Two great and long-continued disasters shook both the political and the
economic fabric of the fourteenth century, the Hundred Years' War and
the Black Death. Neither of them created or perhaps much deflected the
main movements of the time, but they hastened incipient decay and
stimulated natural growth. The war found France the most prosperous
and the strongest realm in Europe; it left it poor and enfeebled, if ready
to revive; feudalism was therein put to the fatal proof which in the long
run made absolute monarchy inevitable. That monarchy was all the more
national because the long war had acted as a foreing house for the senti-
ment of nationality already clearly in existence. Again, the war hastened
and made more complete the transference of the line of the greatest
trade-route eastwards from France to Central Germany: the fairs of
Champagne become negligible: Augsburg and Nuremberg, to mention
no others, were now main links in the chain from the Mediterranean to
the North. This factor cannot be neglected in the revivification of the
intellectual life of Germany, and is one among the many causes of the
later Reformation.

The effect of the Black Death on Europe was at the same time more
suddenly impressive and cataclysmic and more lasting and subtly pervasive
than that of the war. Its first progress was like the relentless advance of
a prairie fire, destroying and inescapable. Its way had been prepared by
the silent unrecorded invasion of the Black Rat, which seems to have
entered Europe, perhaps in the wake of the Crusades, in the twelfth
century, and if we knew the distribution of the rat in the plague years
we might partially account for the “patchy ™ incidence of the Death. In
any case the plague first fastened on the great Crimean grain port of
Kaifa in 1346, and thence spread through Constantinople to Sicily, Genoa,
and Provence in 1348. Before the year was out it was in England; by
1350 it had traversed Germany and Scandinavia. ' As was natural, it
followed the trade-routes, and the rat-infested ship and barge were more
deadly than the march of an army. The immediate mortality was terrible;
it may have carried off one-third of the population in the three years of
the first visitation. But perhaps more important for the future was its
recurrence almost every ten years. Up to 1350 the population of Western
Europe seems to have steadily increased. For perhaps a century afterwards
a kind of stagnation seems to prevail, and the renewed upward movement
hardly begins till after the close of the Middle Ages. The consequence
of the first mortality was a violent, if temporary, shock to the existing
economic fabric of society, but it did not initiate a new. None the less,
in conjunction with its periodical recurrence, this mortality increased
permanently the strain on the old order of things, while it staved off for
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long the modern problem of over-population. Its effect on the mentality
of Europe seems somewhat similar. There was the usual debasement which
follows great disasters. For a while men were more reckless, less dutiful,
more callous; and if the old enthusiasms and devotion survived, we have
the impression of a certain lassitude in their pursuit. The shield and the
rosary, already too conventional, were tarnished; revival tended to be
revolutionary, and revolution to be ineffectual. It is hard to speak with
certainty on what is so intangible and obscure, but if the Black Death
hastened the decay of the old, it does not seem to have produced, even
when it promoted, the new.

Apart from the dubious repercussions of the Black Death, it is an easier
task to follow the evolution of medieval ideas in the slow transformation
of the fourteenth century, for here men formulated their thoughts in
recognisable shape. It is easiest of all when those ideas were expressed in
a living institution, the Church and its head, the Papacy. Here again we
note the symptoms of the contemporary feudal monarchy displayed. The
unity of Christendom in its hierarchieal organisation remains the dominant
creed, but it seems more of a fetter than a source of energy. Over-centrali-
sation and over-elaboration of control mark the Papaey at Avignon no
less than the secular kingships. They bring more abuses than they cure.
There is a kind of restlessness in the fixity of the Church’s methods, in
the rigidity of its attitude. Talents and zeal produce over-development
in government, but neither produce nor are guided by new inspiration.
Men revolve in vain in the circle of the past.

Nowhere is this clearer than in the final struggle between the Papacy
in “captivity” at Avignon and the Empire, a dull epilogue to that splendid
drama. Its material cause was the traditional dread felt by the absentee
Papacy for the revival of the corpse-like Empire in Italy; its cause in the
realm of ideas was the Popes’ desire to elaborate the doctrine of their
“plenitude of power” in the secular affairs of Europe. Boniface VIII,
Clement V, and John XXII stretched the papal claims to the full. Yet
they were really defeated. Boniface VIII was ruined by Philip the Fair;
John XXITI could not overthrow so mediocre an antagonist as Lewis
the Bavarian. And the claims end by being mere words; they cease to
be a practical problem.

More success attended the papal supremaecy in things ecclesiastical
The Popes' absolutism penetrated every cranny of the Church, and
John XXII, the so-called “father of annates,” enlarged and enforced
the papal prerogative of provision to any benefice. Yet it was a Pyrrhie
victory. Even when unresisted, the Popes had to use their providing
power largely to gratify the national kings, and when they acted inde-
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pendently they were liable to meet a steady resistance of delays, evasions,
and defiance.

A large part of this resistance was due not only to the local or private
rights and interests which were over-ridden by the universal Pope, but
also to the national feelings and interests which resented the exploitation
by a foreign monarch. The Popes and their Curia at Avignon were
definitely French. Englishmen and Germans were reluctant to yield
revenue and power in their own countries to a foreign and often an enemy
Pope. This feeling spurred the English Parliament to pass Acts of
Provisors and Pracmunire, which gave a legal standing-ground to the
King, comparable to the Popes’ Canon Law, and it nerved the German
chapters to fight a long and losing battle, The Great Schism is really
its outcome. The national feeling of the Italians extorted the election of
Pope Urban VI, and it was French nationalism as well as Urban’s tyranny
which led to the restoration of the Papacy to Avignon with Clement VIL,
National and State interests dictated to the kings and rulers their choice
between the rival Popes, and even the Council of Constance, inspired by
the ideal of the unity of Christendom, could only achieve reconeiliation
by dividing itself into “Nations™ and not treating its members as the
single body of the Church. Meantime, as had been foreshadowed by
Boniface VIII's defeat by Philip the Fair, the supernatural prestige of
the Papacy had severely suffered. The rival Popes had been mendicants
for royal recognition; the seamless robe of Christ had been pitilessly torn
in sunder; and the full demoralisation of the ecclesiastical organism had
been completed and been brought to light. Yet here, too, as elsewhere,
the forces of the ancient régime were still strong enough to beat back
heresy, schism, and revolution, whether doctrinal or national; it was
the well of life which should rejuvenate themselves that they could not
find.

From the idea so strictly embodied in one institution we turn to the
more pervasive ideas, spiritual and intellectual, which were woven into
medieval culture. It may be maintained that the fourteenth century
opened with their defeat or at least their failure, like that of Papacy and
Empire. The inspiration of the Friars, along with the strange hopes of
an apocalyptic millennium which we see in Dante—themselves a recog-
nition of the hopeless odds against success—faded away and found no
successors. In like manner the philosophy of St Thomas Agquinas proved
no final solution of the problem of the world, while the scholastic method
and the scholastic theme had hardened into an orthodoxy of field and
subject, which heaped subtlety on subtlety, building up and pulling down
o stereotyped pack of cards. As with the schoolman’s world, so that of
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the knight seemed to have reached its limits and made its last discoveries.
Chivalry, the sum of the knight’s ideals, had become a code, a badge of
good form. Much of its charm and virtue might remain, but narrowly
interpreted as the freemasonry of a special class, decked in the fantastic
blazonries of its coat-armour, it had become conventional and showy, a
“gilded pale” to keep the vulgar out which too frequently hedged round
the vulgar within, Its most religious aspect was the crusading vow, and
the crusade had become an obsolescent fashion. Men took the cross as a
knightly adventure due to their position, a kind of grand tour; and all
the statesmanlike efforts of the Popes to organise the defence of Eastern
Christendom were failures. The iniquitous suppression of the Templars,
themselves completely negligent of the object of their Order, was a
revelation of the veering interest of the West. The wars of the Teutonic
Order were but an incident in the spread of Germany beyond the Elbe
and Vistula. Yet the true spirit, however enfeebled, was not dead, as the
ill-supported Hospitallers at Rhodes remained to testify.

Still more static and routine-like was the ethos of the monks and friars,
the protagonists of the ascetic ideal. The ancient ardour in both had in
general died away, and left respectability at best. No doubt in earlier
times corruption or tepidity had always found easy entrance into the
cloister, and there had been periods of marked general decadence. But
these had been followed by periods of enthusiastic revival, in which a new
meaning had been given to the still expanding spirit of asceticism. The
last and most original of these revivals had been that of the Friars. Its
aftermath had been the devoted missions among the Tartars, as far as
China, and elsewhere, which had their “theorist™ in Raymond Lull, and
their secular counterpart in the travels of the Polos, so incredible and so
true’, But now that creativeness seemed spent. More especially after the
Black Death, which depleted the ranks of the more zealous, a lethargy
settled down over convent and monastery. It was not so much corruption,
although that was often flagrant and notorious, as sleepy, slack routine,
the comfortable exploitation of endowments, which characterised the age.
Fewer in numbers, often burdened with debt, aiming at the minimum
necessary, the monks lost admiration, and even respect; the friars
became self-indulgent catchpennies. No brilliant exceptions, no increase
of supervision and goadings from above could excite any lasting flame
from these dying embers or recapture the popular veneration of old
time?,

Yet the fourteenth eentury is not merely that in which the feudal age

1 Cf. supra, Vol vi, pp. 479, 7563,
£ Spe supra, Vol. v, Chap. xx, and Vol. vi, Chap. xxi
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moves slowly towards its setting; it is that in which the harbingers
appear of the Renaissance and even very dimly of modern times. Some-
times they move vainly to the attack on the reigning system ; much more
often they undermine its embattled walls, or dig the foundations of a
totally different structure, all the while believing they are loyal members
of the garrison. Perhaps after all they were, and would have saved it
had they been allowed. What in their diverse ways these forerunners did
was in one degree or another to cultivate new intellectual territory, to
change the outlook on the old, to offer a new approach to life which
could replace that which had had its stimulating beauty trampled out by
the thronging feet of generations. They were a product of the success
of the earlier time. Comparative increase of security and opportunity,
exemplified in the universities, had given men more personal freedom and
wider experience. Justinian, Gratian, and Aristotle had aroused and
trained the critical and observing faculties, scholasticism had refined the
reasoning powers, vernacular literature and architecture had strengthened
the creative imagination and applied it to the real world of mind and
matter men saw before them. And the real world at this critical moment
of discovery was, one might say, inevitably “nominalist.” Each personality
or phenomenon in it had to be noted separately. The widest classification
we can adopt for the pioneers is that of individuality—not yet indi-
vidualism—in themselves and in what they perceived. They dealt
instinctively with each man or thing independently of their group or
compartment in the frame of society or the world. It was not Dante’s
world-scheme, so typically medieval, but his unsubmergible personality,
making him “his own party,” his extraordinary power of observing and
creating separate human characters and events, his eye for the particu-
larities of Nature, each object being seen as it exactly was at some special
moment, that gave him his originality and made him the founder of
modern literature®,

An analogy to this is traceable in the new attitude to ancient classic
literature which begins to appear in the persons of Petrarch and Boceaceio,
the founders of the Italian Renaissance. Equipped with the same social
inheritance as Dante in life and in edueation, with his achievement too
before them, they were able to appreciate the classics in a new way, to
view them not only as the repositories of wise sayings but as personalities
with individual traits and gifts existing in a past environment. The sense
of historical perspective, so long lost, began at last to revive. Dante had
studied Virgil, not only for tags and learning to be fitted into imitative

! In this evolution the English Chaucer takes a place, reminiscent of both Dagnte
and Boceacein,
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Latin, but for the refinements of style, for reflection on human life, for
insight into Nature and emotion to be emulated in the new language of
Italian. So does Petrarch hold personal dialogues with Cicero and strive
to realise from their works the dead authors he loved. For him and for
Boceaccio was opened a new unhackneyed field of research with new
treasures of thought and knowledge to be rifled, a new and sovereign
clue to the study of life. Here was a world to conquer, and here the
human spirit eould kindle once again to a more than youthful ardour. It
was no accident, but another aspect of the same revelation which made
Petrarch the introspective singer of the Sonnets, piercing through the
layers of conventional courtly love to the intricate core of his own heart;
and made Boceaccio apply all the graces of his classic diction to the
portrayal of men and their manners and the ironic chances of life. A veil
seemed to be withdrawn; no longer hid by the doctrines of the schools,
disguised by long-regnant platitudes, life spoke to them freshly; for them
as for Virgil mentem mortalia tangunt. And this, in terms of painting, is
the discovery of Dante’s contemporary, Giotto.

When we look backward, Giotto does indeed begin a new age in the
plastic arts, but in his own time he is only the most original and
creative representative of a European development. The gradual increase
of technical power over their several mediums was the common charac-
teristic of the artists of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. Their
art, unlike the Italians’, might, as the Hundred Years’ War continued,
be on the way towards the exhaustion of the ideas, religious or chivalric,
which were its inspiration, but its aesthetic resources were gaining still
The architect has progressed from the safe and stern solidity of latest
romanesque to the daring, high-strung energy and variegated, light-filled
strength of full Gothie. The sculptor, and even in some degree the painter,
could make supple foliage and drapery, lissome figures, whether animal
or human, and dramatic action. The faces lose their stolid glare, and
become instinct with emotion; a statue can have an individual character,
an instant’s expression, standing out amid its rivals and separate from the
world it inhabits and suggests.

It is curious to note the seamy side of this individuality in contemporary
warfare. The age of systematic chivalry with its conventions and its
breeding, slave of the accolade, is also the age of Free Companies and
single adventurers owning no law but personal ambition and profit.
Theirs was a barren freedom, but their Italian analogue, the tyrant, was
more creative, for in the tyrannies there was evolved the non-class State,
where men could count for their personal qualities unconditioned by their
status. These premature principalities and the republics which existed
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beside them found a still more premature philosopher in Marsilio of Padua,
in whom sceptical criticism and a direct reading from Italian life under
the guidance of Aristotle produced a personal originality which antici-
pated the theories and methods of the nineteenth century.

The new tendencies, the new originality were also to be seen, however
muffled in the frock and the gown, in the religious life of the time. It
is surprising to find amid monastic lethargy and institutional petrifaction
that the individual somehow shakes himself free and asserts his inde-
pendence. We meet the heyday of the mystics. Whether recluse as in
England, evangelistic and propagandist as in Germany, social as in Italy,
the keynote of this mystical movement, alike in Eckehart, Tauler, and
Groote, Juliana and Richard Rolle, and St Catherine of Siena, was the
immediate search of the individual soul for God. It had its forms of
aggressive heresy; but it was the obedient revolt from the s
routine of passable salvation which had the greatest future significance,
A crowd of deeply religious natures were patently thinking from and for
themselves; they coincided with, they did not follow orthodoxy. With
Wyelif this individuality entered scholasticism and the discussion of the
organisation of the Church. In method and in training Weclif was a later
schoolman, treading the common round. But in his speculation and
doctrine he too changed the venue. Christian doctrine had from 1100 to
1300 steadily grown legalised. The fustitia of St Augustine, the condition
of salvation, had come to mean loyal and legal membership of the
organised universal Church. Now Wyclif interpreted ustitia as ethical
righteousness in direct relationship with the will of God; it was this alone
which really counted. The singer is once more the man who can sing, not
the formally appointed precentor in the legal institution. Thus it was
natural that Wyelif should follow Marsilio in denying the validity of the
existing government of the Church: natural, too, that he should be the
father of the scheme to place the Law of God, by which ethical right-
eousness was determined, in the hands of the laity by the translation of
the Bible into the vulgar tongue.

The individuality, which, with its corollaries of thought, appears in
these scattered groups, was the beginning of the evolution towards
modern times, but in 1400 it had neither developed clearly nor penetrated
very far into society as a whole. The same may be said of the other
portents of change, and the fact makes the fourteenth century only the
commencement of a transitional age. The soil trembles under the feudal
and ecclesinstical edifice; there are fissures and sudden landslides: but
the old order still keeps intact and solid, as if it had been built for eternity,
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CHAPTER I
ITALY IN THE TIME OF DANTE

No higher tribute could be paid to Dante than to give his name to an
age rich in famous men, the age of Boniface VIII and Henry VII, of
Can Grande della Seala and Robert of Anjou. Yet it is no misnomer, for
every one of them recalls a line of the Commadia, and, if the discredited
exile had no influence upon his age in life, he has done much to keep its
memory fresh in history. Dante himself would not have been content
with this. He was no mere man of letters; he had plunged eagerly into
politics. Yet all his efforts in public life seemed doomed to failure. His
priorate of two months led to exile of over twenty years; his outspoken
protest against Florentine aid for an unjust papal war was beaten; his
embassy to Boniface VIIL, if indeed he served on it, found no friendly
hearing; he early broke from all his fellow-exiles to form a one-man party.
In politics misfortune even dogged his pen. His De Monarchia failed of
its practical purpose, and seemed to have died still-born; his letters to the
Italian cardinals in conclave at Carpentras, calling for an Italian Pope
with his seat at Rome, brought no response; he died in humble employ-
ment at a small Romagnol court, and that of the Guelfic party.

Dante's career then, as & man of action, which he would fain have been,
was failure unrelieved. And yet no man, not even Villani, has so impressed
himself upon the history of his age, and that without his writing a line
of history. Consciously or unconsciously the celebrities mentioned in the
Commedia are still classified under the categories in which he placed
them. Emperors, kings, and Popes, ambitious despots and factious
republicans, are all labelled for posterity. If a very small percentage is
allotted seats in Paradise, the result is appropriate to an age of even
peculiar violence, lust, and fraud. The mummified De Monarchin has
become for political science the subject of constant study; the Convivio is
ransacked for scraps of historical information; the Letters are documents
of real historical interest. No reasonable man would read the story of the
late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries without his Dante within
reach.

The period covered by this chapter begins approximately with the year
1289, in which the youthful Dante is said to have fought in the victory
of Campaldino, and it ends within a year or so of Dante’s death. Its
history is confused by the number of independent States, small or large,
each working out its own salvation or its ruin. A certain unity is
preserved by the close relation between the Angevin house at Naples,
the Papacy, and the Guelf republic at Florence. Florence, indeed, gives
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2 State of Italy

a centre to most of the Tuscan cities comprised in the Guelfic league, to
which even Siena, her traditional Ghibelline rival, during this period
belongs, but to east and west she has persistent foes in Arezzo and Pisa,
Within the Papal States, Perugia, Bologua, and the lords of Ferrara have
their independent story. In Lombardy, Milan and Verona seem destined
to be predominant powers under their respective dynasts, though Pavia
from ancient jealousy and Padua from its republicanism and wealth have
to be reckoned with. Between the expansive powers Milan and Verona,
with its satellite Mantua, lay a group of cities usually Guelfic but
always quarrelsome. Brescia, a city of refuge for the plain, had access to
Alpine pastures and northern commercial routes. Cremona controlled the
northern, and Piacenza the southern, bank of the I'o, with custody of the
historic Emilian road. Farther south from Parma led the route across
the Apennines into Liguria and Tuscany, and was of high interest in the
history of despotism even to the nineteenth century. Modena and Reggio
were noteworthy as bones of contention between Bologna and Ferrara,
with the Ghibelline powers hungrily on the watch. The Piedmontese
cities vacillate between Milan and the house of Anjou, which might have
dominated western Lombardy but for its chronie preoccupation with
the reconquest of Sicily. Events in Venice and Genoa might in common
parlance be described as side-shows, so far as continental Italy is con-
cerned, though each for a time became the centre of acute general conflict.
Petrarch described them later as the two eyes of Italy, whose duty it was
to watch her eastern and her western seas, but their invariable aim was
rather to blind each other.

The Guelf and Ghibelline struggle was continuous, but in inter-State
policy the cleavage was more distinet in Tuscany than in Lombardy and
the adjoining papal fiefs, such as Bologna and Ferrara. Dante was nearly
accurate in stating that every city had war within its walls, but strong
hereditary despotism was serving as a check on internal faction. The
dynast may be Guelf or Ghibelline; either of the two may rest on the
people or the nobles. Dante makes the demagogue despot play the
tribune Marcellus in every city; even little Assisi could claim a thorough-
going tyrant. When in large cities despots do not exist, the government
is compelled, as in Florence and Genoa, to submit to a foreign protector-
ate. Padua and Bologna struggle for so-called liberty, but the shadow
of despotism is already falling. Elsewhere immunity is only due, as
in Genou, to equality in fighting force between the contending family
groups. The republican polity was in process of being played out, Venice
alone belying the general rule.

The advent of the Emperor Henry VII is a landmark in the confused
history of the age. Here at least principles were involved. Philip IV had
tested the power of national monarchy against Rome, but now the two
universal sovereignties, both claiming divine origin, came into collision
in the garden of the Empire, the old familiar ground. As in ancient
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Athens temporary local ailments determined in the great plague, so in
Italy local disorders were merged in one general conflict, which gave some
unity to the history of three years.

After Henry's death the two chief Lombard dynasties again follow
their respective lines of expansion, while Venice still nurses her wounds.
A revival of Ghibellinism once more sets all Tuscany ablaze. The house
of Anjou still casts lingering glances upon Sicily, while its princes and
mercenaries are reluctantly dribbled into the Tuscan conflict. The period
ends with a customary civic fight at Genoa, which becomes a focus for all
contending powers, Lombard, Neapolitan, and Tuscan, the Avignon
Papacy, and even the Sicilian king. The fate of Genoa was, indeed, of
supreme importance to every maritime power in the western Mediter-
ranean, and to the dominant State beyond her northern frontiers,

From the death of Charles I Naples ceased to be the focus of Italian
history. On 29 May 1289, however, the kingdom of Sicily once more
had a lawfully crowned head. The heir, released from captivity by
Alfonso of Aragon, left three young sons as hostages, engaging to return,
if within a year he had not obtained the renunciation of the Aragonese
claim from Charles of Valois and peace with France and the Pope.
Nicholas IV released him from his oath, and crowned him at Rieti as
King of Sicily with all that his father had held. The renewal of war with
James of Sicily was imperative; Loria was conquering the Calabrian coast
towns, while James from his base at Ischia and Procida besieged Gaeta.
Charles saved the fortress by aid of a heterogeneous crusading force, but
this was his sole success; he was forced to a truce, which left James all his
conquests, Alfonso had remained nentral; threatened by Castile, he made
peace with France in February 1201, no mention being made of Sieily.
On 18 June he suddenly died. Alfonso left Aragon and Majorea to
James, who should transfer Sicily to their younger brother Frederick, so
that Aragon and Sicily would remain separate. Resignation was anti-
pathetic to James' character; he must keep both kingdoms. Leaving
Frederick as governor, he sailed in July 1291 to be crowned at
He claimed as the heir, not of Alfonso, but of his father Peter I11.

Charles I1 on 2 April 1292 lost the papal suzerain who had crowned
him. Nicholas IV was among the least distinguished Popes. Having been
legate in the East, he was mainly interested in the Crusade. The Saracen
capture of Acre made further operations hopeless, and Nicholas was the
last genuine crusading Pope. There was often talk of renewal in papal
and royal circles, but the motives were mainly financial or matrimonial.
To Nicholas the Colonna owe much of their later importance, for which
the Papacy paid dearly. Nicholas IIT had made Giacopo eardinal; his
nephew Peter now became his colleague; Peter's father John, created
Senator of Rome and Rector of the March, ruled Rome almost as dictator,
forcing Viterbo to recognise the city’s suzerainty. Napoleon Orsini,
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connected by marriage with the Colonna, also received the cardinal's hat,
perhaps with the aim of dividing the rival family. His name was to
reappear for very many years to come,

A dreary conclave, which opened at Rome in April 1292, only closed
at Perugia on 5 July 1204. Charles II had intervened, only to be
snubbed. The ten surviving cardinals were divided between the Orsini
and Colonna factions, with Benedict Gaetani oecupying an intermediate
position. At length Cardinal Latino Malabranca, inspired by a dream,
proposed the election of an aged hermit, who, living in a eave on Monte
Murrone in the Abruzz, had founded an Order of the Holy Ghost. Both
parties acclaimed the proposal, either from a wave of repentance or from
pure exhaustion. Even Gaetani, though exempt from either feeling,
somewhat sarcastically adhered. The hermit was dragged unwillingly
from his cave; Charles II, whose subject he was, and Charles Martel,
titular King of Hungary, led his palfrey into Aquila, and hence escorted
him to Naples. The new Pope took the name of Celestine; he never saw
Rome. His reign was an absurdity; under the thumb of Charles he
created eight French and four Italian cardinals, all of the Angevin
party; a few months reduced the Curia to chaos. Celestine, conscious of
incompetence, braced himself to resignation. He had learnt to rely on
the advice of Gaetani, who stated that he had at first dissuaded him, Tt
was, however, generally believed that he had intrigued for Celestine’s
withdrawal through the medium of & midnight voice, professedly angelie,
speaking through a megaphone to Celestine in bed. The Neapolitans,
furious at losing their Pope, clamoured riotously before the royal palace.
But Celestine stood firm; Charles, having obtained his ends, and realising
the impossibility of a pontificate based on piety alone, made no resistance.
Celestine’s successor thought it imprudent to leave the self-deposed Pope
in his cell on Monte Murrone. Fearing arrest, the hermit attempted to
escape to Dalmatia, but was captured and confined at Fumone, near
Anagni, until his death in 1296. Even then it was thought safer that
ten feet of soil should hide potential relies from pious exhumation,
Celestine’s resignation has been made famous by Dante’s line on the
gran rifiuto (Inferno, 11, 60). There are difficulties in referring this to
Celestine, but it is hardly possible to reject the tradition handed down
from Dante’s son. Esau is a less attractive alternative.

On 23 December 1204 Gaetani was elected at Naples by a large
majority out of twenty-two cardinals; he took the name of Boniface VIIL
The clection was honest enough, for both Orsini and Colonna voted for
him, several of the French cardinals being violently opposed. He stood
head and shoulders above his colleagues in legal knowledge, diplomatic

ience, and business ability. He was born at Anagni, the home of
Innocent III, Gregory IX, and Alexander IV, of whom his mother was
a niece. The Gaetani were a knightly family of no great importance ;
they were Ghibellines, and Benedict's father had served under Manfred,
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Boniface’s age is much disputed. Dino Compagni makes him eighty-six
at death; a recent authority holds that he was not much over sixty on
election. His character has been fiercely discussed between those who
believed him to be the worst of all Popes and others who, regarding
him as the boldest champion of papal claims, are bound to refute as
libels the charges of vice and heresy laid agninst him by the French Court,
the Colonna, and the Celestinians. The evidence seems conclusive that
he was doctrinally a sceptic, but a believer in amulets and magic; in this
he was but on a level with other high ecclesiastics. It is probable that
for him, as later for Alexander VI, the moral code had little meaning.
On the other hand, the unsavoury details of the twenty-nine articles of
the French minister Plaisians, and the evidence concocted after his
death by Nogaret, are suspicious commonplaces, applied to others whom
the French lawyers were interested in attacking. A celebrated passage
in a dispatch to James of Aragon describes him some years before his
death as all eyes and tongue, with all else diseased. In 1800 in another
Aragonese dispatch he is mentioned as being very well, better than three
years ago, and again in 1302 as saying that he would live till all his
enemies were “choked off™ On exhumation his body was found in
excellent preservation; such a monster of corruption could hardly have
preserved all his fine teeth but two. A modern apologist admits that he
kept bad company, but was not himself so bad as he has been painted,
To the historian Boniface’s temperament is more important than his
morals, for it explains his pretensions, his success, and his tragie fall. He
was at onee a law and an idol to himself. His legal learning culminated
in the ipse dizit; he worshipped his fine person, appearing now in the
full garb of Pope, now, it is said, of Emperor. He fostered this idolatry
by distributing silver statuettes or larger effigies of himself. For supposed
inferiors of whatever rank he had illimitable scorn; his rudeness extended
from Charles II, “the miserable, whom, but for his own bounty, the earth
would have swallowed up,” to the kneeling Archbishop of Genoa, into
whose eves he threw the ashes expected on his head, or to a German
envoy, whom he kicked in the face. Though always hated, he had the art
of at once bribing and intimidating his court into submission. His chief
energies were directed to the advancement of his own family at the
expense of their neighbours or the Church. His views ranged from the
creation of petty principalities to the claims of an old Roman Emperor,
with the custody of the Keys of Heaven added. It is small wonder that
Boniface incurred hatred during life and after death. If the Commedia is the
drama of love and hate, Boniface may well stand as the villain of the play.
The Pope, in spite of his Ghibelline origin, flung himself fiercely, as
was natural, into the duel between Anjou and Aragon, for he was vitally
interested in the recovery of Sicily, the whole kingdom being admittedly
a papal fief. James had soon found that he was in danger of falling
between two thrones. The Aragonese, as distinet from the Catalans,
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disliked the Sicilian connexion, in which, as an inland State, they had no
interest, and which dragged them into a drawn-out struggle with France,
the Papacy, and Castile, Patriotic Sicilians resented being an annexe of
unsympathetic Aragon. Frederick must have felt himself cheated of his
rights to the throne under Alfonso’s will. Nevertheless there was no
decisive change until Boniface’s election. James, now in danger of revolt,
gave in. Boniface in June 1295 arranged the terms of peace between
Anjou, Aragon, and France. James should marry the daughter of
Charles II; the French king withdrew all claims to Aragon; the sur-
render of Sicily was later rewarded by the promise of Sardinia and Corsica
under papal suzerainty, if James could expel the Pisans and Genoese.
Frederick was tempted with the hand of Catherine Courtenay, heiress
of the titular Emperor of the East and niece of Charles IT: he resisted
s0 speculative an exchange, and threw in his lot with the Sicilians.
Frederick and Sicily were now left to their fate, and very terrible this
seemed, But the people and their leader never faltered. Frederick was
proclaimed king by the Parliament at Messina, and crowned at Palermo.
National support was rewarded by a liberal constitution, giving to the
three Estates the decision on peace and war, much power of legislation,
and some approach to ministerial responsibility. The king took the bold
offensive in Calabria, tempted the Neapolitans to revolt, and allied himself
with Ghibelline elements in Tuscany and Lombardy. Boniface was now
Frederick’s deadliest enemy, He brought Charles II and James to Rome
early in 1297, and here John of Proecida and Hoger Loria, neither of
them Sicilians, threw over the eause in which they had made their reputa-
tions. Loria became Admiral of the allied fleets, which were to restore
Sicily to Anjou. Even Constance, widow of Peter, deserted her favourite
son, and left Sicily for Rome. Here too was Charles II's third son,
Robert, released from Aragon in 1295 and now his father's viear for
Naples. Wide seandal was caused by the presumption that he was to
succeed his father, His eldest brother Charles Martel had died in 1295,
but left a son, Carobert, afterwards King of Hungary. The second son,
Louis, who had taken Orders, only renounced his rights in December 1206,
Boniface stifled opposition by recognising Robert as heir in Fe
1297, and in March he married Yolande, sister of James and Frederick.
At this time Boniface became involved in another war, caused almost
wholly by his nepotistic ambitions. The Colonna large estates and strong
fortresses along the hills south of the Campagna were natural ohjects of
papal greed, especially as they adjoined the humbler Gaetani holdings,
Cardinal Giacopo, a man of saintly character, was associated with Jacopone
da Todi and the Spiritual Franciscans: he may well have been persuaded
of the illegality of Celestine’s resignation, and of Boniface’s manipulation
thereof. The house moreover, being now definitely Ghibelline, was in
favour of Frederick of Sicily and opposed to any papal claims to imperial
authority in Italy. Sciarra,aviolent young member of the family, provoked
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attack by raiding in March 1297 a convoy of papal treasure, on the pre-
text that it was extorted for the purchase of estates for Boniface's nephew
Peter, Though the property was restored, a Bull was issued, depriving
the two Colonna cardinals of their benefices. The Colonna took to their
fortresses, denied the legality of Celestine’s resignation, and appealed to
a council. Oninterdict and sentence of confiscation followed the preach-
ing of a crusade. The Orsini, Florence, and other Guelfic, Tuscan, and
Umbrian cities sent contingents, In September 1298 the ancient walls
of Palestrina were surrendered under false promises, for which Dante
makes Guido of Montefeltro responsible. The site of the city was
ploughed up and salted. Colonna fugitives found refuge in England,
France, or Ghibelline Italian cities. A powerful State was formed for
Peter Gaetani, intended to overawe the smaller nobles and restore order
in the wide feudal lands surrounding Rome.

On this suceess the Jubilee of 1300 closely followed. Among all Roman
Jubilees this has been the most distinguished, celebrated by Villani's
youthful resolve to write his History, and by Dante’s simile, describing
the dense lines of pilgrims as they crossed the Bridge of Sant’ Angelo to
and from St Peter’s. The touch is so intimate as to have suggested that
Dante was among their number. Amid the ceremonies, which lasted
until Christmas Eve, Boniface was at his best. His love for splendour, his
talent for organisation, his very autocracy ensured the success of this huge
European festival. His croupiers at St Peter's and St Paul's raked in the
countless pious offerings, from which he hoped to finance the conquest of
Sicily and the establishment of yet another Gaetani State, this time in
Tuscany.

Until the last month of the Jubilee papal prospects were encouraging.
The Sicilians soon felt the loss of their great admiral. Frederick, faced
by a huge fleet, which Loria had collected from the Mediterranean
powers, retired from before Naples. In July 1299 the Neapolitan and
Aragonese fleets won a decisive victory over a much inferior force off Cape
Orlando, Frederick escaping with only seventeen galleys. It was some
compensation that James sailed home in dudgeon with his allies, and,
perhaps, disgust with himself. Sicily was attacked from west and east.
Robert and his brother, Philip of Taranto, took Catania and besieged
Messina. Then fortune turned with Frederick's memorable victory of
foot over horse in the plain of Falconaria, near Trapani, in December
1800, Philip was eaptured, and Messina then relieved. The Sicilians
held fast in Calabria, though they had lost the islands off Naples. Charles
would gladly have made peace, but Boniface railed against the cowardly
king, called Templars and Hospitallers to join in his crusade, and dragged
Genoa reluctantly into the conflict. On 14 June 1301 Corrado Doria
destroyed yet another Sicilian fleet, but on land Robert made little
progress. Naples was being starved to feed his army ; news reached Rome
that he was ill-fitted to conquer Sicily, being too much under the influence
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of his wife and the Catalans. The great fleet, which was to reduce western
Sicily, was shattered by a tempest off Cape Passero, The aid of France
seemed essential to Pope and king, and Charles of Valois was the saviour
selected. Towards this incompetent personality Angevin, papal, and
Florentine interests were now converging.

Side by side with his Sicilian venture Boniface had embarked upon an
expensive war in southern Tuscany, Marriage was with Boniface, as with
Renaissance Popes, a valuable asset for the construction of the Temporal
State. His great-nephew Loffred was one of the many husbands of
Margaret Aldobrandeschi, Countess Palatine of the Patrimony in Tus-
cany. Boniface coveted her wealthy fief and wide allodial domains,
unfortunately lost to Loffred by matrimonial rupture. Boniface, elected
Podesti of Orvieto, turned the city against its neighbour and ally,
Margaret’s relations, the six Counts of Santafiora, hitherto unfriendly,
took up her cause, one of them even having cournge to marry her. A
severe defeat of the Sienese, old enemies of the Aldobrandeschi, forced
Boniface to call in the Tuscan league against this stubbornly Ghibelline
house. The war began in the first month of the Jubilee; nearly three years
passed in wearing resistance down. Margaret's estates were conferred on
another of Boniface’s nephews, together with the Rectorate of the Patri-
mony. Before this happened, intervention in Florence had begun. From
1289 to 1300 she had been peculiarly free from external complications.
Her close relations with Naples had been mutually profitable. She was
monopolising Neapolitan commerce and finance at the expense of Italian
rivals, while the Angevin kings lived upon her loans. Her bankers also
dominated the papal money-market. The internal troubles which brought
her into collision with Boniface must now be traced to their source.

For Tuscany the year 1289 was one of high importance. At Pisa
Ugolino and his family were starved to death in the Tower of Hunger.
The Ghibellines once more ruled, with Guido of Montefeltro as their
captain. Arezzo had become the headquarters of east Tuscan Ghibel-
linism, which included the Florentine feudal families of the Upper Arno
and the Apennines, the Pazzi, Ubaldini, and Ubertini, one of whom was
the fighting Bishop of Areszzo. Count Guido Novello of Poppi and
Buonconte, Montefeltro’s son, held high command, The Arctines had
heavily defeated the Sienese, while from Florence were seen the flames
of her own outpost San Donato. Within her walls Ghibellines were so
numerous among nobles and people that it became necessary to expel
them till the sky was clearer. All depended upon immediate success, The
army mobilised was unusually large, estimated at 2400 horse and 10,000
foot. Charles II had left Aimeri de Narbonne as nominal leader, with
the veteran Guillsume de Durfort as guardian. Bologna and the cities
of the Tuscan league sent contingents, while under the Angevin banner
fought a troop of Romagnol horse under Maghinardo di Susinana, Ghibel-
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line in Romagna and Lombardy, but Guelf in Tuscany in gratitude for
the faithful guardianship of Florence.

The Aretines expected the advance by the direct road, south of the
Arno, but the Florentines crossed the river, and took the Consuma pass
from Pontassieve, a dangerous manceuvre had there been opposition on
the rough descent. The aim was to raid the Guidi territories round Poppi,
and the bishop’s estates at Bibbiena. Thus the Aretines entered the
Casentino from the southward, and the battle was fought in the plain of
Campaldino, between Poppi and Bibbiena. The Florentines, contrary to
practice, stood on the defensive. In front was a picked body of light
horse consisting of Florentine gentry, among whom Vieri de’ Cerchi and
his sons were prominent. Their flanks were covered by cross-bowmen and
lanicer infantry. Behind them was ranged the main body of heavy cavalry
and foot; to cover a possible retreat, a reserve of Pistoians was commanded
by their Podesti, the impetuous Corso Donati, who was ordered under
pain of death not to attack without express orders. The Aretines, in-
ferior by a third in numbers, furiously attacking, pushed the light horse
and main body back, but were then exposed to a flanking fire from the
cross-howmen, who stood firm. Corso, a born soldier, saw his opportunity.
Crying out—“If we lose, I will die with my citizens; if we win, let who
will come to Pistoin to execute my death sentence,” he dashed into the
Avretine flank, and turned the fortunes of the day. Guido Novello with
his men rodeoff for safety ; Buonconte and the bishop, who had respectively
dissuaded and urged attack, were killed. Dante, who wasnow twenty-four,
was probably engaged; the evidence rests on a fragmentary letter read
by his later biographer, Leonardo Bruni, but now lost, which tells how
Dante had much fear but the greatest delight owing to the changing
fortunes of the fight.

Waste of a week or more in ravaging the Casentino spoilt any chance
of capturing Arezzo, though the siege train flung donkeys crowned with
episcopal mitres into the city. An attack upon Pisa by Genoese galleys
and Florentine armies was thwarted by Guido of Montefeltro, wisest and
wariest of generals, magnificent in defence and in surprise. Thus no very
obvious military results followed on Campaldino. Yet it decided the
supremacy of Florence among friends and enemies in Tuscany, until
another Tuscan general, Uguccione della Faggivola, turned the tables.
All danger from Ghibellines had ceased, the split between Blacks and
Whites had not begun. Trade grew apace, every one seemed rich, the gates
stood open with no excise-men to rummage the sacks and baskets of country
folk. Villani writes that it was the most joyous time that Florence had
ever had, and, indeed, she was never to see another such, save at the
height of the Medicean age. Dante enjoyed all the fun of the continuous
fair; his first sonnet was addressed to Guido Cavalcanti, leader in literature,
fashion, and polities, who perhaps made Dante’s social fortune. It is known
that the young poet dressed with care, appreciated delicate cooking and
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luxurious furniture. He would not then have preferred the ladies of
Cacciaguida's day, who left their mirror without paint upon their cheeks,
and donned the products of their spindle and distaff rather than the garish
belts and low-cut silks and muslins of the fair objects of his youthful
admiration; nor would he have worn the undressed leather-suit with belt
to match and clasp of bone, as approved by his great-great-grandfather.

In spite of gaiety and prosperity all was not well with Florence. The
great gentry presumed on their new prestige to ruffle the middle and
lower classes, to add small holdings of defenceless country neighbours to
their large estates. Critics complained that the vaunted victory had no
results, that the Pisan general had even taken the offensive with success,
It was whispered that Corso Donati himself had been bought off from
pressing home an attack on Pisa. Wealthy traders, shop-keepers, and the
unrepresented classes found a spokesman in Giano della Bella, himself
noble and rich, but a reformer by instinct and principle. Hence came
about the celebrated Ordinances of Justice, initiated in 1298, Giano
himself fell before a combination of the uppermost classes with the Gild
of Butchers led by the vapouring demagogue Pecora. The populace offered
to support him; but, from a horror of civil war or fear for its issue, he
refused the offer, and left Florence for ever. His work was only half done,
but the Ordinances in their main tenor were retained, though in 1295
modifications were introduced to meet just grievances of the nobles, while
the popolani were reinforced by minor noble families, from whom dis-
qualification for office was now removed; henceforth actual practice was
not essential to membership of the gilds which monopolised the
government, The Alighieri were possibly included under the former
measure, and it is practically certain that Dante benefited by the latter.
Being now thirty, he became a member of the Gild of Doctors and
Druggists, but never practised either profession.

No constitutional changes could cure the ineradicable spirit of faction
among Florentine families. This became concentrated in the feud between
groups headed respectively by the Cerchi and the Donati. The Cerchi had
migrated from the country, while the Donati were an old Florentine
family. Vieri de’ Cerchi had bought and enlarged the Guidi palace, closely
adjoining that of Corso. There was no hard and fast line between noble
and bourgeois families; both Cerchi and Donati were engaged in banking,
both intermarried with the opposite class, but family pride remained.
Vieri was rich and generous, but rough in manners and clumsy in speech,
Yet he and his family were popular with middle and lower classes, with
many of the nobles and the oppressed Ghibellines. Corso headed the
extreme Guelfic families, and was the darling of the mob, who called
him i/ barone, and delighted in his martial bearing and ready wit. He
ridiculed Vieri, but his personal enemy was Guido Cavaleanti, a noble of
the first rank, poet and philosopher, high-spirited but aloof, Assaults
and charges of murder culminated in Corso’s banishment in 1209 for
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gross corruption of a needy Podesti in a matrimonial suit. Hitherto he
had been predominant since Giano della Bellas fall; henceforth the
Cerchi, in favour with the moderates, controlled the government until
the coming of Charles of Valois.

By this time the two parties had become known as Blacks and Whites,
nicknames borrowed from Pistoia. This city had been in uproar owing to
a murderous feud between two branches of the chief family, the Cancellieri.
Thedisorder threatened the stability of the Guelficleague witha Ghibelline
revival at a dangerous strategic point. Florence intervened, took over the
administration as a mediatory power, and removed the heads of both
parties. The Blacks received hospitality from the Frescobaldi across the
Arno, the Whites from the Cerchi. Hence the infection spread through
Florence and Tuscany, even into Umbria and Lombardy. It was no longer
a feud between two families and their groups, but between parties as
definite as Guelfs and Ghibellines.

Present hatred and future disaster were barely concealed by the con-
tinued gaiety and prosperity. The hatred might any moment blaze up
into & ruinous flame. A trifling incident, indeed, caused the outbreak.
On the Calends of May 1300, two groups of young bloods, Black and
White, were watching the dancing of girls on the Piazza Santa Trinita.
Spurring their horses agninst each other, they came to blows. The only
casualty was a nose sliced from a Cerchi face. But Villani justly compares
this wound to the murder of Buondelmonte ; as that was the beginning
of Guelf and Ghibelline factions, so was this the beginning of great ruin
to the Guelf party and its city of Florence.

This quarrel gave Boniface the opportunity for which he was waiting.
The vacancy in the Empire had opened to him rosy prospects. After
Adolf of Nassau's defeat and death in July 1208, he had refused to
recognise Albert, but, alarmed by rumours of alliance with Philip 1V, he
changed his tactics, seeking from Albert the cession of imperial rights
over Tuscany in return for recognition. This was a revival of Nicholas I1T's
scheme for creating nepotist kingdoms in Lombardy and Tuscany. Albert
was not to be tempted, whereupon Boniface strove to influence the Electors,
The value of such a cession was small, unless he gained practical control
over the Tuscan cities, and especially Florence. With this aim he had
liberally bestowed benefices and matrimonial dispensations upon leading
Florentine families, His probable attitude towards parties was displayed
when, on & proposal for the recall of Giano della Bella in 1294, he
threatened with excommunication any who should advoeate it. Recently
he had given office in the Papal States to Corso Donati when banished.
Corso conspired against the White government, which in April 1300 con-
demned for treason three Florentines in Rome, the chief of whom was
Simone Gherardi degli Spini, the papal banker, Boniface ordered the
government to revoke the sentence, but it resented ecclesiastical inter-
ference with civil justice. The skirmish of 1 May stirred him to action.
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Early in June he sent his chief adviser, Cardinal Acquasparta, to mediate
between Blacks and Whites. Perhaps he genuinely wished to reconcile
them, and so control both parties. If this failed, he would naturally u_u:le
with the extremist magnates against the more moderate party, which
upheld the Ordinances of Justice and favoured reconciliation with
Ghibellines, The Whites, as constitutionalists, would resist any attempt
on municipal independence; the Blacks would make any concession, if the
Pope would restore them to power.

Acquasparta on arrival repeated Boniface’s order for acquittal of the
papal agents. The Priorate of 15 June, of which Dante was a member,
confirmed the sentence. Public feeling had recently been aroused by a gross
assault by turbulent magnates on the Consuls of the Gilds while carrying
gifts to the Baptistery on St John's Day. The Priors who preceded Dante
and his colleagues banished the heads of both parties. The White chiefs
were soon recalled from Sarzana on hygienic grounds, while, in spite of
promises, the Blacks were long excluded. Guido Cavaleanti,indeed, justified
the act of mercy by dying of malaria, Acquasparta published his award
for the restoration of peace, the chief obstacle to which was the corrupt
canvassing and violence which set the city in an uproar on each election
to the Priorate. He proposed that suitable names from both parties
should be placed in a ballot-box, from which those of the Priors should
be drawn by lot. The Whites, unwilling to lose their advantage, refused
the award, on which he departed in high dudgeon, pronouncing an inter-
dict against the city.

The Pope now determined on more active measures. Corso and the
Blacks had pressed him to summon a French prince to his aid. Negotia-
tions had long been on foot with Charles of Valois with a view to French
assistance in Sicily. During the last two months of 1300 the conditions
were settled. Charles should bring a large force for the conquest of Sicily
and the submission of Florence to the Pope’s will. The White government
now strove to avoid a breach, which would bring upon the city the
suspended interdict, to the ruin of its foreign trade. Florence had sent
large contingents for the Colonna and Aldobrandeschi wars. In June
1301, however, on the demand for a further reinforcement, opposition
shewed itself, and Dante, who led this, was only beaten in the Couneil
of 100 by 49 votes to 32, The government had in May taken a step
which must inevitably provoke papal displeasure. Indefiance of its mission
as official mediator at Pistoia, it expelled the Black population with much
cruelty. Lucca replied by similar treatment of its Whites, and this with
Boniface’s warm approval. The great Tuscan Guelfic league was splitting
into fragments,

Charles joined the papal Court at Anagni on 2 September, and was
appointed Peacemaker ( paciaro) by Boniface. The White government,
now thoroughly alarmed, sent envoys, among them Dante, as is generally
believed, to propitiate the Pope. He would only urge complete submission,
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Bologna alone stood by Florence at this crisis. Charles, reaching Siena with
800 horse, reinforced by Lucchese, Perugians, Romagnols, and Sienese,
sent his Chancellor to Florence to announce his mission. The Priorate,
of which Dino Compagni was a member, dared not deny him entrance,
for it had made no preparations for resistance. The Priors feebly tried
to win the Blacks by forming an advisory committee of both parties;
the Parte Guelfa rejected their advances. The Peacemaker’s admission
was made the subject of a referendum, a rare example, to the 72 Gilds,
which included the 51 Lower Trades, usually unrepresented. The gallant
Bakers alone opposed it, saying that Charles should neither be received
nor honoured, for he was coming to destroy the city. All the leading
citizens swore perfect peace and kissed the Gospel at the Baptistery font:
tears coursed down the cheeks of those who were to be foremost in destruc-
tion. The precautions for public order were ludicrous. Abusive language
was to be punished by excision of the tongue. In front of the Palazzo
Pubblico, now rising from its foundations, stood the executioner with axe
and block awaiting customers. Charles was warned of the imprudence of
entering on All Saints’ Day, when the lower classes would be full of new
wine. Charles, risking the new wine, rode in by the Porta San Pier
Gattolini on 1 November, unarmed “save with the lance of treachery
wherewith Judas tilted, with which he was to burst asunder the bowels
of Florence.” Of course there were omens of disaster. The comet, now
known as Halley's, was in the sky. Dante in the Convivio describes a cross
in the heavens, formed by the vapours which follow the course of Mars
and portend the deaths of kings and the revolutions of States, such being
the effects of his domination. At first Charles was courtesy itself, inviting
the Priors to dine, with the knowledge perhaps that the law forbade them
to dine out. He attended the sermon of the celebrated friar Remigio
Girolami, who, like Savonarola afterwards, discoursed on the evils of
tyranny. A Parliament of Peace was summoned for 5 November, and here
Charles received full power to act as mediator. He swore faithfully to
perform his task, but already his agents had concerted revolution with
the Blacks. Only on the previous night the Medici had wounded a recent
Gonfalonier of Justice; the citizens gathered round the Priorate ready to
take vengeance, but the Priors refrained.

The villain of the piece now took the stage. Corso Donati, who had
lurked hard by, broke into Florence by a postern, seized the nunnery of
San Pier Maggiore, and fortified the campanile, Popular feeling veered
with the breeze of audacity, and then arose the cry of Viva Messer Corso
il barone. He plundered the houses of the Priors who had exiled him,
and threw the prisons open. An orgy of blood, lust, and fire began; the
rabble and the gaol-birds were surpassed in crimes by the noblest or
wealthiest citizens, Donati, Tosinghi, Rossi, and Medici; they were
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committed against near neighbours, intimates until the recent split in the
Guelfic ranks. Warehouses of merchants and tradesmen were ransacked ;
heiresses were married by force, and shivering fathers compelled to sign
the settlements. In vain the great bell of the Priorate clanged to arms;
the few faithful families found no leaders and few followers. Charles of
Valois threatened to hang Corso, but never moved a finger. A gallant
Pistoian, Schiatta de’ Cancellieri, who commanded 300 State horse, wished
to attack Corso, but Vieri de’ Cerchi forbade him. No wonder that the
populace was passive when the Cerchi were hiding in their palaces.

Corso put the final touch to the revolution by turning out the Podesta
and Priors. The sole magistrate left was the Captain of the People. Yet
even in the flush of triumph the nobles dared not touch the constitution,
nor the hated Ordinances of Justice. They were content with nominating
new Priors, who received absolute powers, but submitted every measure
to the Black nobles before proposing it. On 1 November the new Podesta
was appointed, that Cante de’ Gabrielli of Gubbio to whom Dante was
to owe his exile. Cardinal Acquasparta, reappearing, nominally reconciled
hostile families, even the Donati and Cerchi. The futility of such friend-
ships was proved by a fresh tragedy. Simone Donati, most brilliant of
Florentine young bloods, and his father Corso’s darling, saw old Niccolod
de’ Cerchi, his own uncle, pass through the Piazza Santa Croce towards his
country house. He followed him, fell on him unawares, and murdered
him. A servant, before flying, plunged his sword into Simone’s side; the
bloodthirsty youngster died next day.

In January, the sack now over, the trials or rather sentences began.
Fifteen Gonfaloniers or Priors who had held office between December 1299
and November 1801 were condemned. Among these was Dante, whose
outspoken opposition to Boniface VIII had made a verdict inevitable.
Penalties varied from fine, exile, and civie disqualifieation to confiscation
of property. If the accused failed to stand his trial, he would be bumnt,

or hanged according to the Podesta's choice. There were in
all 559 sentences of death. Few probably were actually executed. Citizens
who fled from justice were rarely caught. A good horse or even a sturdy
pair of legs would soon carry the culprit beyond Florentine jurisdiction.
Fra Remigio tells a pitiful tale of houses destroyed or deserted, farms
and fields lying waste, commerce ruined. The revolution had its sequel
in bankruptcies among the great commercial families. Charles of Valois,
on leaving Florence early in April 1302, received 24,000 gold florins for
his work of peace. The Peacemaker had caused a disgraceful eivil war;
he went his way to Sicily to sign a degrading peace.

On arrival at Rome, Charles was appointed, in May 1302, Captain-
General of the papal and Neapolitan forces. All the Tuscan Black Guelfs
contributed contingents, while the Bardi and Peruzzi financed the opera-
tions, Never was fiasco more complete, The army, burning and plundering,
struggled across Sicily to Sciacea, which faces Africa. Here it melted
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away from malaria. To avoid the chance of a resolute attack by Frederick,
the Treaty of Caltabellotta was signed on 24 September 1302. With this
the War of Sicilian Vespers technically ended, though in practice it proved
to be little more than a truce. Frederick married in May 1303 Charles IT’s
daughter Eleanor. Philip of Taranto was released, to prove his military
incompetence on Tuscan fields thereafter. Frederick, until death, should
rule a free Island of Sicily as King: after his decease it should revert to
the Angevins, his heir receiving Cyprus or Sardinia in compensation.
Sicilian and Neapolitan conquests were mutually restored. John of
Procida was already dead; Loria retired to Spain, his brilliant reputation
sadly tarnished. Boniface was, as always, furious, but Charles II for once
held firm, and the Pope's quarrel with Philip IV was developing. Yet he
succeeded in modifying the treaty to hisownadvantage. Frederick agreed to
recognise papal suzerainty, to restore eeclesiastical lands, to pay substantial
tribute, and provide 100 lances for papal service. He had to content himself
with the title of King of Trinacria, as Boniface would not tolerate any sug-
gestion of the divisibility of the kingdom of Sicily. The hordes of Catalans,
which for years had poured into the island, formed themselves into the
Grand Company,and started on their marvellous eareer on both sides of the
Aegean, finally creating that strange soldier-State, the Duchy of Athens,
which was to give a claim across the seas to the Aragonese Kings of Sieily.

Before Boniface could avail himself of his Tuscan successes, the quarrel
began which culminated at Anagni; this hardly affects Italian history,
except in so far as it led to the outrage. The tragedy was due to the
violent, masterful characters of the two protagonists, and to Philip IV's
substitution of civil lawyers for ecclesiastical councillors. The subjects
under dispute were the right of the State to tax its clergy, and the sub-
jection of eriminal clerks to royal jurisdiction. Bickerings began in 1296,
and an issue might have been reached mueh earlier, but for the necessities
of both parties. To Boniface French aid was essential for the reconquest
of Sicily and the coveted control over Florence, and for both Charles of
Valois was the instrument. Yet the final quarrel had begun in October
1301 before Charles had entered Florence or set sail for Sicily. The cele-
brated Bulls, Salvator mundi and Awsculta fili, issued in December, and
Boniface’s wild talk which followed, might have at once caused war but
for Philip's defeat at Courtrai on 11 July 1302, in which Pierre Flote,
the royal minister, “the diabolical Achitophel, blind of one eye and
totally blind of brain,” was killed. Boniface took advantage of the disaster
to issue in November the Bull Unam sanctam, perhaps the high-water
mark of papal pretensions. Philip, still in difficulties, and under the
influence of moderates, suggested arbitration. Boniface, unaware that the
moderates had been replaced by Nogaret, Pierre Flote's right-hand man,
who had a persunal grievance against the Pope, sent on 13 April 1303
AN UNCOMpromising answer. Already on 7 March Nogaret had received
instructions to proceed to Italy and bring Boniface back for trial by a
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General Council. As he was leaving France, Boniface's envoy arrived, and
was arrested. On 13 and 14 June Plaisians read to an Assembly of
Notables the twenty-nine articles, on which the post-mortem charges
against Boniface were based. Ten days later Philip sent a summons for
a General Council to the European powers. The shock caused Boniface
to hesitate, but his final Bull, Super Petri solio, which was conditionally
to release Philip’s subjects from allegiance, was reserved for publication on
8 September 1303,

Mesanwhile Nogaret, who had enrolled adventurers in Tuscany and
kindled rebellion in the late Colonna territories, moved upon Anagni,
accompanied by two French subordinates, Sciarra Colonna, and Rinaldo
da Supino, Captain of Ferentino. The commandant of the papal troops, the
Podesti and Captain of Anagni, had been suborned; Cardinals Napoleon
Orsini and Riccardo Petroni of Siena were almost certainly in the secret.
The force which broke into Anagni at dawn on 7 September may have
numbered 1600 horse and foot. The three French assailants hoisted the
papal banner, to signify that Boniface was no Pope, but the Italians, for
their security, insisted that the French flag should fly beside it. This
adds significance to Dante’s line on the sacrilegious outrage—“1 see the
fleur-de-lys enter Alagna and Christ captured in the person of his Vicar,”
The invaders, after hours of stubborn fighting, forced their way into the
Gaetaniquarterand rushed through the cathedral to the papal palace, where
Sciarra found the Pope lying on his bed. To his demand that he should
resign Boniface replied: “Here is my neck and here my head,” but resign
he would not. Nogaret then entered and stopped any attempt at violence;
a dead Pope would not have served his purpose. He had planned every
detail of the capture, but was baffled by the impossibility of carrying his
captive through half Italy. On the third day came reaction. The people,
stirred up by Cardinal Fieschi, rose against the invaders, erying no longer
“Death to the Pope,” but “ Death to the foreigners.” Seiarra and Supino
fled to Ferentino, where Nogaret joined them, not without a wound: the
French flag was dragged through the town and trampled under foot.
Boniface, released, from the head of the staircase pronounced pardon and
blessing to the citizens. On 12 September an escort, sent by the Senators,
brought Boniface to Rome, where he fell from the hands of the hostile
Colonna into those of his nominal friends the Orsini. The city was in
such a ferment that the Senators resigned. Boniface wished to leave the
Vatican for the Lateran, but the Orsini held him tight. Numerous tales,
coloured by Guelf or Ghibelline taste, are told of his last days. There
seems no doubt that he died in some sort of frenzy, even if he did not try
to scratch the eyes of all who approached him, His natural violence had
reacted against himself; he thought to be the greatest of Popes, he
suffered the deepest humiliation of any. Pride was his very being, and,
pride mortally wounded, he must die.

Boniface can scarcely be reckoned among the greater Popes. His was,
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indeed, an imposing personality, which men either hated or admired,
but he had no high impersonal ideals. His reputation is due to the tragic
contrast between his pretensions and his fall. The patriotic feeling of
Italy was roused by the outrage inflicted on its greatest figure by an
unserupulous French king and his rascally lawyer. Benedict’s reign was
s0 short that Boniface was thought of as the last Italian Pope; the
ruinous results to Rome and Italy were rightly attributed to his virtual
murder. Yet he was not really a suceessor to Innocent III or Gregory X,
but was rather the precursor of the fifteenth-century Popes, with the
territorial aims of Sixtus IV and Alexander VI,and the futile ecclesiastical
pretensions of Pius II's Bull Excerabilis. Pierre Flote had said that his
master’s sword was made of steel, that of the Pope of verbiage. He had
no real force wherewith to face a strong national king. Florence, his best
supporter, wouldnothave raised a ducat ora man against herbest customers,
the French. The petty successes against Colonna and Aldobrandeschi were
outbalanced by total failure in Sicily. He never had real control over
the papal territories; Bologua, his chief provincial city, allied herself
against him with the Florentine Whites. The absence of an Emperor
seemed to give him an opportunity, but the comparative indifference of
Rudolf and Albert to Italy was perhaps a disadvantage, for there was
no great national cause to champion. The weakness of the Ghibellines at
this time encouraged the Guelfs in each State to split into sections;
Boniface had neither a nation, nor even a united party, at his back. As
a battle-cry, the Church was nearly as husky as the Empire. The
posthumous importance of Boniface lies not in his life but in his death,
not in his triumphs but in his tragedy.

Under the shock caused by Boniface’s tragic death the jarring factions
in the Conclave unanimously elected an unexceptionable candidate at the
first serutiny on 22 October 1808. Niccold Boccasini, now Benedict X1,
was son of a notary at T'reviso; he had pure morals, high culture, and no
nipoti. His career had been that of peacemaker. He had negotiated
between Philip 1V and the Papacy, between France and England. Having
promoted, when Legate to Hungary, the election of Carobert as king, he
was in favour with Charles II. He restored friendly relations with Sicily,
though resisting any revision of the Treaty of Caltabellotta. As General
of the Dominicans, he had prevented them from joining the Spiritual
Franciscans' revolt against Boniface. The Colonna cardinals were ab-
solved, though not yet restored to their dignities. Some partial arrange-
ment was made between the Colonna and Gaetani. The Romans elected
Benedict Senator for life, yet, in spite of his popularity, the fights between
leading families forced him to make Perugia his headquarters. It was
impossible to fly in the face of Philip, and yet inexcusable to condone
the erime of Anagni. Benediet, neglecting threats, determined to try the
actual perpetrators, but acquitted the French king and nation of com-
plicity. The compromise was rather politic than just.
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Benedict’s hardest problem was that of Florence. Here the expulsion
of the Whites had increased external enemies, without leaving peace at
home. There was hard fighting with Whites and Ghibellines; and with
Arezzo, aided sometimes by Pisans and Bolognese. Corso Donati, whose
policy was individualistic rather than oligarchical, expected the spoils of
the Black victory. The brain, however, of the conspiracy had been Rosso
della Tosa, whom not even the second place would content. Corso, playing
as usual to the gallery, took up the ery that Rosso’s party pocketed the
profits of corn bought by the Treasury during a famine, and adulterated
the supplies sold to the poor. He found an ally in the new bishop,
Lottieri della Tosa, who accused them of filching episcopal estates. The
rival Black sections, named Pars populi and Pars episcopi, took up arms.
Corso burnt the Palace of the Podesti, but was beaten off from that of
the Priors. The government invited the city of Lueca to send troops to
establish order, but Corso was still unbeaten. Benedict now intervened,
sending his most trusted eardinal, Nicholas of Prato, to reconcile the
parties. The suspicions of the extreme Blacks were not unnatural, for
the Pope had transferred his banking account from the ultra-Black Spini
to the White Cerchi, and Nicholas was of Ghibelline origin. Both, how-
ever, were generally regarded as impartial. All classes below the highest
longed for peace; the memory of Boniface, who had deprived them of
their best customers or employers, was detested. On 17 March 1304
Nicholas was given full powers for reform, and on 26 April there followed
the spectacular act of general reconciliation on the Piazza Santa Maria
Novella. Florence was now en féte; on the Calends of May, once more
fateful, crowds flocked to a well-advertised aquatic representation of
Hell; the Ponte Carraia broke under the spectators’ weight; hundreds
were drowned, some of whom, observed the chronicler, prematurely ex-
perienced the torments which they had come to enjoy.

Nicholas passed on his path of peace to Prato and Pistoia. A web of
intrigue was now spun round him. Corso having persuaded the men of
Prato that the cardinal meant to restore the Ghibellines, they rose in
fury. Nicholas fled for his life, pronounced an interdict, and commanded
Florence to attack Prato; but the so-called crusade was a laughable fiasco,
a march out and home again. Nicholas, not losing hope, brought to
Florence representatives from its best White and Ghibelline families,
They received an enthusiastic welcome, bystanders kissing the coat-of-
arms of the Uberti as they passed. The magnates, now in great fear,
were deeply divided. The Cavaleanti and other moderates supported
Nicholas; the two rival extremists, Corso and Rosso, opposed him. Hos-
tilities broke out with cries of “Death to the Magnates, Death to the
People.” The Ghibelline envoys escaped from Florence; and Nicholas
on 9 June, when his neighbours prepared to shoot into his windows, also
thought it time to leave, and joined Benedict at Perugia.

High time it was, for next day was perpetrated the worst crime that
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Florence had yet witnessed. The Donati, Tosinghi, and Medici, by the
aid of a disreputable priest, Neri degli Abati, threw an artificial, inex-
tinguishable fire into their enemies' palaces, with the result that the very
heart of Florence was burnt out, with some 1400 houses and warehouses,
The Cavaleanti, losing heart, retired to their country estates. Thus
Florence lost another of her wealthiest and most reasonable families; the
Guelfic circle shrank once more. Though Corso and Rosso from illness
or eaution had not taken part, their nearest relatives were the criminals.
The Lucchese troops had also aided the assailants. Benedict cited the
communes of Florence and Lucea, with their chief magnates, to his court
at Perugin. The chiefs arrived with a strong armed escort on 6 July.
Next morning Benedict died of dysentery. A dish of figs, doctored as his
friends believed, deprived the Papacy and Italy of a Pope who, by
character and intense desire for peace, might have saved them from an
infinity of woe.

While the Black leaders were still away, and the city still smouldered,
the exiles attempted to surprise it. 'Time was precious, for Robert of
Anjou’s election as Captain of the Tuscan league was tightening its
organisation. In Florence there was only a handful of troops; encourage-
ment came from Whites and Ghibellines still in Florence, and from
Blacks injured by the fire. Success depended upon punctually concerted
action between the converging forces, A large body of exiles, Aretines,
and Bolognese reached Lastra, about two miles from Florence, before the
appointed day. Young Baschiera della Tosa, who commanded, was urged
from within to attack quickly. Instead of waiting for night and bivouack-
ing by the so-called Red City, the poor East-end quarter, where he would
have popular sympathy and water for his horses, he made for the Porta
Spada on the north-east with only a portion of his troops. 20 July was
a blazing day. The exiles, crying “Peace,” with olive garlands and white
banners, entered by the postern with little resistance, for the prominent
Guelfs were hiding in despair, and reached the Cathedral. They found,
however, no aid forthcoming; men and horses were exhausted by the heat;
a fire breaking out near the gate caused a panic, and every one ran, A
promising enterprise was ruined. The force at Lastra broke up; the exiles
from south and east, the Aretine and Bolognese reinforcements, and,
above all, Tolosato degli Uberti with his fighting Pistoians, turned back
without reaching the rendezvous. The last hope of the militant exiles
was shattered.

War, accompanied by revolt in southern Tuseany, still continued.
There could be no security for Florence while the Whites held Pistoia.
In April 1305 arrived Robert as War Captain with picked Aragonese
and Catalan horse, and serviceable mountaineer infantry under the Cata-
lan condottiere Diego de Rat, who long played a leading part in Florentine
battles and boudoirs. On 20 May Pistoia was surrounded by Lucchese
and Florentines. After three days of grace no man or woman was allowed
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to pass the besiegers’ lines without death, outrage, or mutilation. The
siege once more brought Florence into collision with the Papacy. The
Conclave of Perugia lasted till 5 June 1305. The ten Italian cardinals
were still stirred by the outrage on Boniface; their six opponents were
bent upon the full restoration of their Colonna colleagues, and, above all,
on the favour of Philip IV, who did not spare his threats. Ultimately
Napoleon Orsini by somewhat unsavoury means won the necessary
majority for Bertrand de Got, Archbishop of Bordeaux, who had taken
no active part against Boniface, and was technically a neutral English
subject, though regarded by Philip with favour. The Gascon nobleman
was crowned, by Philip’s request,at Lyons, and took the name of Clement V.
The procession was marred by the collapse of a wall, which killed John
of Brittany, wounded Charles of Valois, and threw the Pope off his horse,
causing a shock which perhaps permanently affected his health. The
story of the Avignon Papacy is told elsewhere'; this chapter treats solely
of its Italian interests. Clement had no wish to remove the Papacy from
Italy, but his will was rarely compatible with his wish. He was not strong
enough to break the toils of Philip, who was resolved to keep him within
reach of royal pressure, Absent though he was, Clement clung closely to
Italian interests. Napoleon Orsini naturally influenced his policy, and
with him was soon mssociated Nicholas of Prato. Under their lead he
continued Benedict's mediatory efforts in favour of Whites and Ghibel-
lines, as being in Tuscany the weaker party. His envoys, on reaching
Pistoia, ordered Robert to stop the intended assault; he obeyed and
withdrew, but his troops remained. As no agreement was reached, his
legates in November held an assembly at Siena, where they ordered the
immediate raising of the siege. Siena and smaller towns withdrew their
contingents, but Florence, Lucea, and Prato remained obdurate, Through-
out the winter the blockade was tightened. Napoleon Orsini’s appoint-
ment in February raised a flicker of hope, but only stimulated the
besiegers’ determination to have done with it. Florence had fostered
discontent against the White government of Bologna, sympathetic with
Pistoia. This culminated in a wild revolution on 1 March. Bologna joined
in & treaty for the extermination of Whites and Ghibellines. Pistoin had
no more hope; one day’s food remained when the gallant town capitulated
on 10 April. Pistoian territory was divided between Florence and Lucea
with the exception of a strip a mile wide outside the walls, which were
destroyed. The city was ruled by Florence and Lucea, who appointed
Podestih and Captain.

The two chief Guelf republics were now at open war with the Pope,
and lay under an interdict. Napoleon Orsini in May 1306 reached
Bologna as Rector of Romagna. The populace turned savagely on him; he
escaped with the loss of one chaplain and all his baggage to Forli, where
he organised the Romagnol Ghibellines, and then from Arezzo directed

1 Infra, Chap. x.
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operations against the Tuscan league. A clever flank march through the
Casentino round the Florentine army in Aretine territory caused an
undignified scamper home, after which Siena and smaller towns returned
to papal obedience. Florence, fearing isolation, negotiated directly with
Clement, who, early in 1309, relented and withdrew Orsini. A new era
in papal and Florentine history was opening. The only Ghibellines who
had benefited by four years of papal favour were the two Colonna
cardinals, restored to their dignities, though under other titles.

During the preceding period, Florence, in spite of her conquest of
Pistoia, had little stability at home. Benedict's death was a triumph for
the extremist oligarchy. The nine Lesser Arts were subordinated to the
twelve Greater; the twenty Companies lost their organisation; the Priors
were the tools of the Parte Guelfa, dominated by magnates. The oligarchs,
absorbed in foreign polities, class interests, and personal quarrels, had no
care for ordinary justice. Financial depression became so deep that in
1307 a moratorium was granted for debts contracted since the entry of
Charles of Valois. At length popular feeling asserted itself. The Com-
panies were reconstituted as representatives, not merely of the Trades,
but of all popolani between 15 and 70 years old; their Captains consulted
with the Priors and the Council of 100 on all weighty matters. A new
official, the Executor of Justice, had collateral powers with Podesta and
Captain for protection against magnates, and general superintendence
over all officials, inlly the Podesti.

Consequent partly on this reform was the tragedy of Corso Donati. In
personal prestige he stood high above his colleagues in the Parte Guelfa,
but Rosso della Tosa, Betto Brunelleschi, Geri Spini, and Pazzino Pazzi
combined to keep his adherents out of office. He had, perhaps, always
aimed at monopoly of power; he made no secret of his hatred for the
Ordinances of Justice. If ever he was to succeed, he must act quickly, for
he was over fifty and disabled by gout. He engaged in a widespread con-
spiracy against the Constitution; he had promises from the old families,
Buondelmonti, Bardi, and Frescobaldi, and from secondary houses such
as Medici and Bordoni. Aid was expected from Arezzo and the country
districts of Pistoia, Prato, and Lucca. On being sued for a debt due to
Pazzino Pazzi, he fortified his quarter. The government was too quick for
him; on 6 October the Companies surrounded the Donati houses; no aid
came from the aristocrats across the river; he was no longer the darling
of the mob. As a last hope Corso escaped from the back of his quarter;
the Catalan horse soon came up with him; the Captain wished to spare
his life, but he slipped from his horse, and was dragged, until he was
speared. Dante has made his end famous through the ghost-lips of his
brother Forese in Purguatorio, xxiv, 83, 84,

Corso's death was a blow to the reader of Florentine history, for he
was the one picturesque figure in a somewhat drab decade. For Florence
it was a blessing; there could be no peace while his restless ambition
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nursed discontent among the highest and lowest classes, both unrepresented
in the government. He had the will and the courage to found a dynasty,
but neither the character nor the clientéle. Dino Compagni, whose
honourable career was wrecked by him in 1301, pays generous tribute to
his capital enemy, to his knightly bearing, his personal beauty even in
old age, his persuasive oratory, ceaseless political industry, and great
Italian reputation. But, he concludes, Corso was unprincipled and full
of wicked schemes; his life was dangerous, though the manner of his
death was reprehensible.

Corso owed his death, as did Dante his exile, to the cowardice of his
associates, who failed him at the crisis. Both, in their several ways, were
fighting men with the courage of their convictions; but Florentine parties
were riddled by personal jealousies, paralysed by physical timidity,
relying on intrigue rather than on straightforward policy or arms.
The best commentary on Florentine political life is given in Compagni’s
concluding chapters, shewing how Corso’s rivals came to what are
cuphemistically termed middling ends. Rosso della Tosa, when out
walking, made his first false step, fell over a dog, and died in convulsions
under his doctor’s tortures in July 1809, when over seventy-five. Betto
Brunelleschi, hated for cornering corn in times of famine, was stabbed
in his own house, while playing ecards, by two of the Donati, and died in
frenzy and unshriven, amid general rejoicing, in March 1811. Pazzino
was in January 1312 murdered by a Cavalcanti, while fowling in the dry
bed of the Arno. Geri Spini, more cautious and time-serving, was the
sole survivor of the quartet which brought Corso to his doom. Astonishing
is the contrast between these repeated scenes of bloodshed and the lofty
standard of poetry and art in the Florence of Dante, Guido Cavaleanti,
and Giotto, or between the horrors of Pistoia, meet den for robbers, as
Dante wrote of Yanni Fueei, and the exquisite tenderness of Cino’s verse.

It was nevertheless in these troublous years that the more modern
Florence was coming into life, and the tragic end of the former leaders
doubtless contributed to this. Davidsohn has well pointed out that,
during the years of Henry VII's expedition, men of less family and
personal prestige were pushing forwards, that in the Priorate names so
familiar throughout the next two centuries constantly reappear, such as
Acciaivoli, Peruzzi, Rieci, Medici, Strozzi, and Soderini. The lead already
lay with the bankers, who were international financiers, dealing with
jewelry and commodities as much as with specie, opening commercial
avenues, scrambling for concessions, Thus they had a working knowledge
of foreign policy, which at Florence was mainly economie, and had the
governmental experience of which the magnates had been deprived.
Conscious of military weakness, they relied on skilful opportunism as to
pushing or delaying, knew exactly how far bluff would earry them.
These qualities in the critical years were to stand a severe test, not with-
out suceess.
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From the Treaty of Caltabellotta to Charles II's death on 8 May 1309,
Neapolitan history is without striking incidents save for Robert's partici-
pation in the siege of Pistoin. The absence of the Gascon Pope from
Rome relieved the dynasty from a potentially troublesome neighbour,
though Clement’s insistence on Robert’s withdrawal from Pistoia proved
that he was no mere cypher. The situation was difficult, because Clement
was on ill terms with the Florentine government, whereas the Angevin
king as traditional head of the Guelfs must support it. He must more-
over propitiate both Pope and Florentines owing to huge indebtedness to
both. Robert since 1306 had acted practically as his father's partner, and
was thus no noviee in administration when he was crowned by Clement V
at Lyons. The succession eame, however,at a peculiarly delicate moment,
in consequence of the new election to the Empire. It seemed probable
that Frederick would take advantage of this for a revision of the recent
treaty. In Robert’s kingdom, apart from chronic deficits and endemic
disorder, there were fears of a rising against his faulty dynastic claim;
Philip of Taranto was forced to suspend his eastern projects, and act as
Robert’s Captain-General in his absence. The Pope, moreover, dragged
Robert into his Venetian quarrel, which not only seriously hampered
Apulian ecommerce, but entailed feverish fortification of his eastern
coast against possible attack from Venice. Most reluctantly also he was
forced to take action against the Templars, whom his house had favoured
as a valuable military asset. On the other hand, Robert was now pecu-
liarly powerful in his county of Piedmont, and influential in Tuscany and
Romagna; while in 1812 Clement made over to him the Vicariate of
Ferrara. He would certainly be an all-important factor in the Emperor’s
Ttalian visit, in which for the first four years the history of his reign is

merged.

The capture of William of Montferrat by the people of Alessandria
had a profound effect on future Lombard history. He has been called
one of the three forerunners of Lombard municipal despots, and of the
three he was the most distinctive. Ezzelin and Pelavicini were rural
feudal nobles, but each based his power upon a city, Verona and Cremona

ively. Montferrat was a considerable feudal State, much on a level
with Savoy and Provence. William had close relations with royalty both
in West and East, with England, Castile, and the Eastern Empire. His
father-in-law Alfonso, when claimant for the Empire, had created him
his Vicar in Ttaly. Dante has well portrayed him in the Purgatorio as
seated at the feet of the great kings and looking up towards them, not
quite a king himself, but worthy of their company. His power stretched
from the Simplon to the Ligurian Apennines, Not only a great soldier
but a subtle statesman, he confessed to buying more often than he
conquered, Cities which fringed his territory, such as Vercelli and
Alessandria, called him in to restore peace between factions and then
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converted temporary dictatorship into life or hereditary lordship. He had
been chief of a Ghibelline league stretching from Turin to Verona, from
Como to Genoa. The Visconti had appointed him Military Captain of
Milan, but, at the time of his capture, he was an ardent supporter of the
Torriani, aiming at Pavia, and drawing n ring of steel round Milan
through Vercelli, Como, Lodi, and Crema. His end proved the difficulty
of holding together an aggregate of Piedmontese and Lombard cities,
each divided into factions. Alessandria had made him spontaneously
hereditary lord, especially to protect the people from the magnates. At
the instance of the wealthy city of Asti, which had long feared his
predominance, the Alessandrians revolted, and on his arrival trapped
and caged him in a loathsome dungeon, exhibiting him as a peep-show
until his death in 1292, Doubtful whether they could have killed so
great a man, they poured molten lead and lard down his throat, and
drew samples of his blood to make sure that it was cold. His son John grew
up into a fine fighting man, but never wielded his father’s wide authority.
On his death in 1305 the marquessate passed to Theodore Palaeologus,
his sister's son. It is clear that William was totally distinct from the
normal municipal despot. He never had an urban centre; he could not
have established a highly centralised State. Municipalities welcomed the
rule of a lord, far higher in rank than their own nobles, who had no
prevailing interest in any single city. Yet this meant that in no single
city had his power deep root; any party or popular squall could over-
throw it. A feudal superiority was not in accord with the temper of the
Italy of that day.

The death of the great marquess was a boon to the Visconti, and the
archbishop’s great-nephew Matteo was now in a position to enjoy it.
For five years he had been annually elected Captain with power to alter
the statutes; in 1202 he was reappointed for a term of five years. Shortly
afterwards Otto made over the administration of the State, and in 1295
hedied. The Visconti attributed high importance to imperial recognition.
Adolf had appointed Matteo Vicar for Lombardy. After Otto's death
he styled himself Vicar-General of the King of the Romans in Lombardy,
Captain-General of the People of Milan. Albert of Austria confirmed
his title as Viear in 1299, while the Milanese Council extended his
captaincy for another five years, empowering him to make peace and war,
Matteo had taken full advantage of William’s death to extend his influence
westwards. He took Casale, a strong strategic point; Novara and
Vercelli gave him the lordship for five years, and Alessandria the
captaincy; he acted as guardian for William’s heir. This was too fast to
last; the young marquess, breaking from his guardian, took Casale and
drove the Ghibellines from Vercelli and Novara. Pavia, now under the
Count of Langosco, formed a league with Crema, Cremona, and Bergamo,
backed by Azzo VIII of Ferrara. Matteo received aid from Brescia,
Parma, Piacenza, and Bologna, and turned the scale by detaching Azzo.
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The year 1300 was the climax. He was now among the greatest of North
Italian chiefs; he married a daughter to Alboino della Scala, and gave a
Court day, celebrated throughout Italy, in honour of his son Galeazzo's

inge with Beatrice d'Este, Azzo's sister, and widow of Nino Visconti,
Judge of Gallura in Sardinia. Yet Matteo’s position was none too secure
either within or without. Among his own relatives there was discontent
at his monopoly of power; some of the nobles, the chief source of his
authority, were malcontent; the people groaned under the expense of
wars, which they attributed to Galeazzo’s pugnacity. Two late allies,
Filippone Langosco of Pavia and Alberto Scotto of Pincenza, disappointed
suitors for Visconti marriages, formed a fresh combination aguinst
Matteo, who found himself confronted by overwhelming odds. Scotto,
professedly an arbitrator, insisted on his resignation, and the return of
the Torriani as private citizens. Matteo retired to Nogarola on the
Mantuan frontier; Galeazzo was reduced to living on his brother-in-law’s
bounty. The splendour of his marriage, followed by the suddenness of
his fall, formed a literary commonplace on the instability of fortune:
Dante, in the interval before the Visconti revival, might naturally
write that the Viper of Milan would not make so fine a sepulchre
for Beatrice d'Este as the Cock of Gallura. Ultimately Beatrice had
both cock and viper sculptured on her tomb.

At Milan the populace expelled the chief Ghibelline partisans and
burnt their houses; this gave the Torriani, though nominally private
citizens, control over elections and foreign policy. The normal city
government was ill-fitted to hold together other independent communes,
whose only bond to Milan consisted in the rule of Guelfic families. Guido,
now head of the house, was elected Captain for one year in 1307, At its
close the Councilsand the representativesof the Trades, numbering together
some three thousand, unanimously elected him Captain of the People for
life, with power to alter statutes, This was the fyrannis in form, and
Guido took up his residence in the Broletto Vecchio, a symbol that
he was the personification of the government. He was now extremely

. Milan was protected by a ring of Guelfic cities. To the west,
Novara, Vercelli, and Alessandria were under allied families, backed by
the house of Anjou in Piedmont. Southwards, Pavia was ruled by

head of the noble party, always allied to the popular Guelfic

at Milan, Eastwards, Lodi, Brescia, and Cremona were friendly,
though in the two latter the Guelfs were dangerously divided. The
Visconti had been ruined and dispersed. In Italy, however, the indi-
vidual ruler was confronted by his family, which resented a monopoly of
power. Guido's cousin was elected to the archbishopric, and he, like Otto
Visconti, was ambitious to revive the temporal authority of the see, and
to lead the house. Other relatives concurred and were arrested. When
Henry VII reached Italy, the archbishop was kept out of his see, and
his brothers were imprisoned. Yet Guido, with his body-guard of 1000
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and a force of 10,000 at his disposal, might well have formed a per-
manent dynasty. His overthrow resulted from the accidents of the
imperial visit.

The power enjoyed by the Scaligeri at Verona was voluntarily con-
ferred by the popular party, but was absolute in every department of
government. Their sway had been ushered in by no display of military
force; the hereditary prineiple was established almost as a matter of
course. It was party government in the strictest sense. Tt was usually
the aim of the tyrant to reconcile party factions, to restore exiles. The
Scaligeri believed that their own power and internal peace could only be
preserved by a continuous and rigorous system of party government,
From the first there were stringent laws against cries for reconciliation,
If a citizen cried “ Peace, Peace,” it was the surest sign of the wish to
raise a riot. Under Can Grande such a cry was punishable by death; a
gentleman was beheaded, & commoner hanged, a lady had the privilege of
being burnt, for it was ungentlemanly to touch a lady. The long wars
with Padua were partly a cause, and partly a result of this, The enmity
dated long before the age of the Scaligeri, but henceforth it was hostility,
not only of neighbourhood but of principle, for Padua represented the
cause of State republicanism, Verona that of State monarchy. Alberto
della Scala was only once threatened within the city. The conspiracy of
1209 was fiercely suppressed, and thenceforward there was no more trouble.
It was easier to exclude opposition from the city than from Verona's
crown of castles, and yet she could never be safe if exiles lodged themselves
therein. From 1277 provision was made that seven of the strongest
should be in the hands of Alberto himself, The municipal despot was
thus reaping the succession of the feudal lords; he was developing the
urban #yrannis into a territorial principality.

There remained the questions of external expansion and diplomatic
position. For the latter the magnificent Court days, for which Verana
became famous, were important, and were generally held in honour of
foreign marriages. Alberto initiated such alliances in 1289 by the
marriage of his daughter Costanza with Obizzo II of Ferrara, his former
enemy. In 1291 his son Bartholomew married the daughter of Conrad
of Antioch, grandson of the Emperor Frederick I, while her sister was
later married to Can Grande. Alboino, his second son, cemented the
Milanese alliance by his wedding with Catherine, daughter of Matteo
Visconti. Alberto’s reign was peaceful, as was that of Bartholomew, who
succeeded in 1301 and reigued till March 1804, Alboino was no soldier,
but was engaged in almost chronic war against Azzo VIII until his death
in January 1810. His constant allies were Ghiberto da Correggio and the
Bonaccolsi of Mantua, Bologna also taking part until the Guelfic
revolution of 1306. Friendly treaties were made with Venice, and the
Scaligeri took her side in the Ferrarese Succession War against Clement V,
The closest entente was with the Bonaccolsi, amounting almost to a
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protectorate. Both Alberto and Can Grande effected changes in the
dynasty on any symptom of dangerous independence. Co-operation with
Mantua was essential for securing the whole course of the Mincio, and for
the protection of the Po, in the contests with Padua and Ferrara. Can
Grande was associated with Alboino in the government, probably in 1308,
Both served Henry VII in the siege of Brescia, where Alboino caught the
fever, of which he died on 29 November 1311,

Pietro Gradenigo, who was to Jeave his mark upon Venetian history for
all time, succeeded Dandolo under gloomy auspices. After the doge'’s
funeral on 2 November 1289, the populace, reviving a custom long
abandoned, yelled for the election of Giacomo Tiepolo, nephew of one
doge and grandson of another. This very hint at an hereditary princi-
pality perhaps decided the ruling aristocracy to resist popular pressure.
Choice fell upon Gradenigo, who was only thirty-eight, but was already
so unpopular that his election was published amid dead silence. He was
soon involved in constitutional struggles and in foreign war, The storming
of Acre in May 1291, followed by the fall of Tyre and Sidon, was a
grievous blow to Venetian commerce in Syria and Palestine. In this year
also the truce with Genoa expired. Galata, occupied by favour of the
Greek Emperor, gave the Genoese a strong base for the conversion of the
Black Sea into a commercial mare clawsum, They controlled Trebizond,
had a flourishing new colony at Kaffa, and from Azov commanded the
trade of the Don. The war which now began extended from Kaffa to
Genoa. The first great fight was at Lainzzo on the coast of Armenia(Cilicia)
in the avtumn of 1294. The Genoese galleys lashed and planked together
formed a nautical laager in the harbour. The Venetians, scorning the use
of fire-ships, bore down with wind abaft, lost their formation, and retired
after their admiral was killed and 25 ships out of 68 were sunk.

Nearly four years of incessant warfare passed before another decisive
battle. The Venetians stormed Kaffa, taking enormous booty ; the Genoese
ravaged Crete. In Constantinople itself the Genoese, abetted by Andro-
nicus, slew the Venetians and burnt their banks. The Emperor imprisoned
the survivors, even the Venetian commissioner, an outrage on diplomatie
inviolahility not to be overlooked. Ruggero Morosini with a strong fleet
anchored off the imperial palace and, with a large indemnity and a host
of Genoese prisoners, returned to Venice. In 1208 fortunes changed. A
Genoese fleet of 85 galleys reached Dalmatian waters. Andrea Dandolo
with 95 galleys met it off the island of Curzola, and fought the great
battle of the war on 8 September. The Venetian fleet, after some success,
got out of hand, and was struck in flank by the Genoese reserve squadron,
which had stood out to sea and came down the wind on the unsuspecting
foe, Only a few galleys escaped from the rocks or fire to tell the tale at
Venice. It is said that 9000 men were killed or wounded, while 5000 were
carried off to Genoa to join the Pisan captives taken at Meloria thirteen
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years before. The admiral, to avoid this fate, dashed his head against a
mast. Misfortune seems stimulating to men of letters: but for his exile
Dante would never have written the Commedia, while to a Genoese prison
we owe the Travels of Marco Polo.

The Genoese fleet had been too roughly handled to sail for the lagoons.
With marvellous courage Venice raised another fleet of 100 galleys, filling
the gaps among her cross-bowmen with Catalan mercenaries. On either
side small squadrons shewed much enterprise; a Genoese squadron caused
a fright by appearing off Malamocco, and Domenico Schiavo returned
the visit, and coined money, a symbol of sovereignty, in the very port
of Genoa. In May 1299 Matteo Visconti negotiated a peace, and in
October 1802 Andronicus was reduced to signing a truce hy the sight of
his subjects being flogged by the boatswains of 25 Venetian galleys under
the walls of Constantinople.

In these very years, when the resources of Venice were strained to the
uttermost, by the closing of her Great Council a fundamental change in
her constitution, which was for centuries to be the world’s admiration, was
bloodlessly carried out. The Venetian sense for governance stands in marked
contrast to the Genoese passion for faction, which neutralised the advantage
gained by naval victories. At Venice the sea called forth from all classes
the patriotism which might well have been dissipated by poli