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H E Reader, during this continued

Differtation on the INp1ax TaEO-
10GY, is earneftly requefted occafionally
to advert to the ample profpectus prefixed
to it in a former portion of this work:
- by that means, he will be hetter enabled
to comprehend the plan purfued by the
author in the courfe of {o extenfive an in-
veftigation. From confecrated groves and
{ubterraneous caverns, he is here introduc-
ed into thofe ftupendous ftructures, the pa-
godas of Hiﬁdqﬁan ; and as, in the former

A4 volume,
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volume, the Indian and Egyptian facred
Caverns were compared, fo, in the preferit, -
the parallel is extended to the ereéted
temples of either country. The fame °
eminent Sanfcreeb. fcholars, Mr. Havuzp,
Str Wrrriam Joxes, and Mgr. Winkins,
who were his guides before in difenfling
the myfierious rites paid in thofe caverns
to the folar orb and fire, and in unfolding
all the wonders of the fidereal mlmp_&- '
chofis, will attend his progrefs thrnugh t'he
Drrra and the Tuepais; and, for the
fift time that the attempt has in_any
extent been undertaken, the Antﬂ]umes of

Inpra will be made to illuftrate thule of
Fovypr.

The Author would have heen happy to
have concluded in this ‘rn]ﬁme his firic-
tures on the Indian Theology, = but he
found that the very curious and mtcrcfhug
fubject of the Orizsrar Triaps o

' Derry
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Derry opened fo vaft a field for inquiry,
- and, withal, led to fuch important confe-
quences in our own fyftem of theology,
that it was utterly impofiible to eontract
it within the narrow limits he had pre-
feribed - himfelf. The prefent is by no
means the period for fupprefling any ad-
~ ditional teftimonies to the trath of one
of the fundamental articles of that noble
fyftem, and he trufis that he has bronght
together fuch a body of evidence as will
decifively eftablith the following important
faéts; firft, that in the SE?HIROTII_, or
THREE SUPERIOR SPLENDORs, of the
ancient Hebrews may be difcovered the
three hypoftafes of the Currstranxy Tri-
~iry; fecondly, that this doétrine flou-
rithed through nearly all the empires of
Afia A THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE PraTo
wAs BORN; and, thirdly, that the grand'
eavern-pagoda of ErEpuaNTA, the oldeft
and
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CHAPR IL

Tuae TewprLps op INDIA, EcyeT, AND §
GREEGE; LXAMINED AND COMPARED;
INCLUDIXG AN EXTENSIVE HISTORICAL
SURVEY OF THE PROGRESSIVE IMPROVE-
sENT OF THE ORIENTAL NATIONS 1IN
ARCHITECTURE ; PARTICULARLY IN SA=

CRED ARCHITECTURE.

*SECTION L

The firfi-erected Temples Sformed to refemble
Groves and Caverns,— The fiupendous Mag-
nitude and Elevation of the Indian Pagodas.
—The mojft ancient and celebrated in Hindof-
tan, viz. that of JacGERNAUT—#hat of
Beyares—that of Marrra— that of
TryppETTY—and that of SERINGHAM,—
Jucceffively and minutely deferibed.—An

'aﬁc&i.ﬂg Story relative to the Sfirh De-
i Sfilement
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__Jilement of Seringham by the Luropean Ar-
mies.— The amazing Revenues which thefe
and other Pagodas anciently enjoyed.—
40,000 Souls fupported by the Revenues of
SeriNGuAM alone.— A moreaccurate Surcvey
of their iternal Sculptures, and a Deferip-
““tion of the monfirous Iduls adored in them.
—Ecyer and INDIA feem to have affembled
in thefe Pagodas the Animals deemed more
pecudiarly facred to each Country; asy for
infiance, the Menpuiay Buory and the
Cxern of Egypt are diftovered in the BuLL
of Seeva and the Sexeuxts at Elephanta
—while the Raw, facred to JuriTer, and
the Goart, to Pax, are feen blended with
the Arr. of Rama, the Ruixoceros,

. and the ELEPHANT. -

verns, where the image of the folar orb
was adored, and from the" fill deeper
_obfcurity of fubtérraneous hierdglyphies, we
fhall triverfewithinereafed pleafure theregions
illamined by the glorious sux- himfelf. Let us
now contemplate fheofe more confpicuous; but

Ie{'s majeftic, monuments of nnthmt_-,r,
THE

EM&ERGING— from the deep fhade of ca-
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THE PAGODAS THAT ADORN TUE SURFACE,
and erect their lofty fummits in every quarter,
of Hixvostan. To the folemn myfteries of
fuperflition, celebrated in caves and amidt the
fecret recefies of the fecluded foreft, fucceeded
the not lefs fplrnﬂld and oftentatious wor-
fhip, practifed in the more ancient of thefe
fuperior temples: temples confiruéted of fuch
enormous dimenfions, that the bigoted natives
think them, equally with the caverns we have
deferibed, the work of invifible agents, Mot
of them are of an aftonifhing height and ex-
tent; while the fiones, of which they are
compofed, are of a magnitude hardly credible.
- The height, for inflance, of the pyramidal
gateway, Il'.-‘i'l[hl‘l" tothe magnificent pagoda of
(‘u[L_Lanm.l,nn the eoaft of Coromandel,
-exceeds 120 feet; the circumference of the
outwird wall of that of SeriNGHAM extends
nearly four miles; and the flenes, that form
the ftately roof of its principal gateway to the
South, are thirty-three feet long* and five and
a hulf'in diameter. We are egua.li;r awed by
; the

icmbrdgn War in Iadl, p.z5 O Edie ImMrr_‘;m.
bridge in this place, mot in prefercnce to Mr. Orme, bot becaufs
Mr. Drze, though fie bears tr.B:mmny ti the magnificence of the fones
that foem this gateway, does nut give their cxafl dimenflans; be auly
r%’h“lhqmlhﬂhrgﬂmmmtﬁmh'plﬂanufﬂ.ﬂ 3
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the majeftic appearance of thefe augufl fanes,
and firuck with wonder at the laboured deco-
rations which are difplayed on their furface.
In thefe fublime ftruétures, indeed, the polifh-
ed elegance which characterifes the Grecian
architeGure has no fhare. 'The reigning
features are rude magnificence and. mafiy
folidity; and thefe have been thought ftill
more firongly to point out “ the hand of
thofe indefatigable artifts who fabricated the
pyramids, the {phynxes,” and the other vaft
coloffal fiatues of Egypt.

. 'While we range through thefe immenfe fa-
brics, we can fcarcely yet confider ourfelves
as entirely emancipated from the gloom of the
ancient groves and caves deferibed in the for-
mer volume; fo great, in many inftances, is
the fimilitude between them. 'This fimilitude
firlt gave rife to an Effay on the origin and
progrefs of Oriental architecture, which was
originally intended to have been inferted in
the Differtation on the Literature, Arts, and
Sciences, of Hindoftan; but, as it is immedi-
ately connected with the fubject of the prefent
volume, and as the vafi field which 1 have
undertaken to explore will not allow of the
appearance of that portion of my work for a

long period, from my eagernels and anxiety
6 to
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to prefent the hiftorical part of it to my rea-
ders, it is inferted in this chapter, in which an
extenfive parallel is drawn between the faered
edifices of India and Egypt.  In faét, of thefe
pagodas, the moft venerable for their anti-
quity, as, for inftance, thofe of Deogur and
Tanjore, engraved among the accurate and
beautiful defigns of Mr. Hudges, are erected
in the form of ftupendous pyramids, refem-
bling huge caverns; and admitting the light of
heaven at one folitary door; Lhey are, how-
ever, within artificially illuminated by an infi-
nite number of lamps, fulpended aloft, and
kept continually burning. The fimilitude
which the internal appearance of fome of thefs
more ancient Indian témples bears, in point
of gloomy folemmity, to the original excavated
pagoda, {o forcibly firuck Mandeliloe, on his
vifit to this country in 1638, that he exprefsly
afferts, “they looked more like caves and re-
cefles of unclean {pirits than places defigned
for the exercife of religion.”™®  As the Hin-
doos improved in architeétural knowledge,
the form of the pagoda gradually varied; the
labours of art were exhautfted, and the revenue
of whole provinces confumed, in adorning the

temple,

* Spp the Travels of J. Albert de Mandellloe, tranilated by John
Dayies, and publithed at Lon fonin 16,
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temple of the Deity. In proof of this, may
be adduced that paffage which I bave before
quoted - from the Ayeen Akbery, and which -
acquaints us that the eatire revenues of Orijla,
for twelve years, were expended in the erection
of the remere To g suy, The outfide of
the pagodas is in general covered all over with
figures of Indian animals and deities, fculp-
tured with great {pirit and accuracy, while the
lofty walls and cielings within are adorned
with a rich profufion of gilding and paintings,
reprefenting the feats of the ancient Rajahs,
the dreadful conflicts of the contending Dew-
tahs, and the various incarnations of the great
tutelary god VeRsuyv. -

In regard to the great imilitude which the
eatlieft ereéted temples, both in India and
Egvpt, bore to ancient grove-temples, it s
firikingly evident and forcibly avrefis attention
in the arrangement of their columns, at regn-
lar and ftated diftances, forming vait aifles
and gloomy avenues that extended all round
the outfide, as well as through the whole in-
ternal length of the edifice. 1t muit be owned,
however, that this fiyle of building, with cir-
cular wings and long ranging avenucs of co-
Jamns, in the manner of the temples of Phi-

la¢ and the ferpent Cnuph, is more parti=
culaly
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cularly difcernible in the temples of Egypt,
where an infinity of pillars was' necefiary to
fupport the ponderous ftones, often thirty or
forty feet in length, that formed the roofs of
the ftupendous fiructures: of ‘the Thebais.
That fimilitode, likewife, irrefiftibly firuck
the beholder in the very form of thofe cos
lumns, of which the lofty taper fhaft, as, in
partigular, thofe of Efnay, refembled the ma-
jeftic ftem of the cedarand palm, while their
capitals expanded in a kind of foliage, repre-
fentative of the comprefled branches. of the
trees more ufually deemed facred. There 13,
in Pococke, a large plate of Egyptian co-
lumns, with their varied capitals : thofe capi-
tals, in general, bulge out towards the centre,
fomewhat after the manner of the cuflion
that crowns the Indian column ; and moft of
them are fluted or channeled in the maoner
of thofe in the Indian caverns and pagodas.
The Suryatic and Mithriac cavern, with its
circular dome for the feulptured orbs, fuf-
pended aloft and imitative ‘of thofe in the
heavens, to revolve in, and the Zoroalirian
worfhip of fire, confpired to give the Afiatic
temples at once their lofty cupolas, and that
pyramidal termination which they alternately,
affume, and which are often feen blended to-
VOL. LIL. B gether
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gether in different parts of the fame edifices
T heir aftronomical and phyfical theology .
ftamped upon other fhrines of the Deity
fometimes the evarn form, that is, the form
of the Muvpaxe rce, the mmage of that
world which his power made and governs ;

. and on others again, as thofe of Benares and

Mattra, the form of the St. Andrew’s crofs, at
once {ymbolical of the four elements, and al-
lufive to the four quarters of the world. But
1 will not, in this place, anticipate the obfer-
vations that will occur hereafter in more regu-
lar order and with more firict propriety.

I thall firfy defcribe fome of the more cele-
brated Indian temples; I {hall then direct the
eye of the reader to the mafly fanes of the
'Thebais ; and the reflections, refulting from
the furvey of thofe of either eountry, will be
detailed in the differtation alluded to. The
reader will pleafe to obferve, that I by no
means intend or prefume to give a general
hiftory of Oriental architecture : I {hall re-
firain my obfervations to that of India,
Egypt, and the early periods of the Greek and
Roman empires, and fhall principally confider
in the detail their aftronomical and mytholou

gical fpeculations.
I {hall
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I fiall commence my defcription of the
temples of India with obferving, from Taver-
nier, by whofe account 1 fhall prinecipally
guide myfelf throughout this furvey, and
whofe affertions, upon inguiry, I find to be
nearly right, that the exifting pagodas of the
greateft antiquity and celebrity, above thofe
already inftanced in all India, are the pago-
das of JAGGERNADT, Bexanus, Marraa,
and TriperTY, to Which I fhall add, from
private authority, the name of one which
that traveller did not vifit, that of SeriNc-
nan. lLadopt Tavernier’s account in pre-
ference to any other for two reafons; firft,
becaufe his narration, fo far as it relates to
objets which he actually vifited, has ever
been deemed, of all Indian travellers: the
moft genuine and authentic; and, fecondly,
becaufe he travelled through India before
thofe dreadful devaftations commenced, which
the execrable {pirit of bigotry that actuated
the mind of the Indian emperor, Anrengzeb,
urged him to commit on the ancientand hals
lowed fhrines of India. 'This fierce Moham-
medan, however renowned in the ficld of
politics and war, tamnifhed all the glory ob-
. tained in that field by his intolerant zeal, and

the remorfelefs fury with which he perfecuted
B 2 the

e
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the benign religion and unoffending priefts of
Brahma. But for thefé unprovoked outrages,
even the enormous accumulation of crimes,
and the torrent of kindred blood through
which he afcended the throne of India, might
have been fomewhat veiled by the hiftorian,
and afcribed to the perfidious and often fan-
guinary intrigues of Eaftern courts; but this
conduét in Aurengzch, fo different from the
mild and lenient Akber, and the immediate
defcendants of that confiderate and  bene-
ficent monarch, covers his name with ever
lafting infamy, and forbids his biographer
to palliate his glaring and reiterated atroci-

It was about the middle of the laft century,
and before the auguit temple of Benares was
polluted by thofe lofty Mohammedan mina-
vets, which, Mr. Haftings fays, make it, at a
diftance, fo confpicuous and attractive an ob-
je, that Tavernier travelled througha coun-
try which his pen has deferibed in fo enter-
taining a manner.  His particular defeription
of the Indian pagodas commences at the
eighteenth chapter of the firlt book of his
Travels in India; and, as they are not nunie-
rous, 1 fhall attend him in s vifits: to all
thofe of note which he furveyed ; and, if the

a . modern
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modern traveller in India fhould not find the
defcription exactly confonant to the image
which his recollection prefent to his view, he
will be candid enough to confider, that, at
this day, near a century and a half have
elapfed, and that the country, in which they
are orwere fituated, has been, during that {pace,
the theatre of conftant wars and the fcene of
fucceflive devaftations. I fhall not, however,
confine myfelf to Tavernier : Mandelfloe, be-
fore-cited, travelled ftill earlier through that
country ; and both Bernier and Thevenot oc-
cafionally deferve refpectful notice.

Thefe amazing firuétures are generally
erected near the banks of the Ganges, Kiftna,
or other facred rivers, for the benefit of ablu-
tion in the purifying fiream. Where no ri-
ver flows near the foot of the pagoda, there
is invariably, in the front of it, a large tank,
or refervoir of water. Thefe are, for the
moft part, of a quadrangular form, are lined
with freeffone or marble, have fieps regu-
Jarly defcending from the margin to the
bottom, and Mr. Crauford obferved many be-
tween threeand four hundred feet in breadth *.
At the entrance of all the more confiderable
pagodas there is a portico, fupported by rows

: B3 of

® See Mr, Crauford's Sketches, vol.i. p. 106,
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of lofty columns, and afeended by a hand-
fome flight of ftone fteps; fometimes, as in
the inftance of T¥ipetti, ® to the number of
more than a hundred.  Under this portico,
and in the courts that generally inclofe the
whole building, an innumerable multitude ai-
fembled at the rifing of the fun, and, having
bathed in the ftream below, and, in confor-
mity (6 an immemorial cuftom over all the
Faft, having left their fandals on the border
of the tank, impatiently await the unfolding -
of the gates by the miniftering Brahmin. The
gate of the pagoda univerfally fronts the Eaft,
to admit the ray of the folar orb, and opening
prefents to the view an edifice partitioned out,
according to M. Thevenot in his account of
Chitanagar, in the manncr of the ancient
cave-temples of Elora, baving a central nave,
or body; a gallery ranging on each fide; and,
at the farther end, a fanctuary, or chapel of
the deity adored, furrounded By a fione bal-

luftrade to keep off the populace . Therea-
der for the prefent muft check his curipfity in
régard

® See Voyage des Indes, tom. iil. p. 360. Edit. Rouen, 1713-

.+ See Thevenot's Travels ip India, ps 79 This anthor 13 afferted
by fomc writcrs hever to have been in India; but he certaily was,

and the account of what be perfonally faw is detailed in thefe travels,
whigh are equally entertaining and authentic, :
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Yegard to all the complicated modes of wor-
thip, and all the various ceremonial rites ob-
ferved by the devotees in the Indian temples,
till the enfuing chapter, which will fully do=
feribe them. Our more immediate bufinefs is
with the temples themfelves. v
" The Peninfula was the region of India laft
conquered by the Mohammedans ; we may
therefore expect to find in that region as well
the genuine remains of the Indian religion ad
the unmixed features of the Indian architec-
_ture. In June, 1652, Tavernier commenced
his journey from Mafulipatam, (the Mefolia
of Ptolemy,) on the Coromandel-coaft, to
Goleonda; and the firft pagoda of confequence
which he remarked was that of BEzoARA, OF
Buzwara, as Major Rennel writes the word.
1t is now only a fort on the Kifina river, but
was then probably a confiderable town ; for,
its temple is deferibed by Tavernier as une pa:
-gadss{art grande, not inclofed with walls, but
erected upon fifty-two lofty columns, with
fatues of the Indian deitics ftanding between
the columns. Though the temple itfelf thus
deferibed, which feems to have beentather the
fincuaty than the pagoda itfelf; u term which
includes the whole fructure, was witheut

walls, in the form of the Monopteric build-

D 4 ngs,

——
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ings, mentioned by Vitruvius in his Hiftory of
Architecture, yet it was fituated in the midft -
of an oblong court, plus longue que large, en- -
compafled with walls, round which ranged a
gallery raifed upon fixty-fix pillars in the
manner of a cloifter ¥, !

It is rather unfortunate that this traveller,
as well as others, have not been more parti-
cular in their deferiptions of the form and
ornaments of the columns which they faw in
this country : many of which were undoubtedly
erected before the Grecian orders of architec-
ture were invented; and none of which,
moft afluredly, had thofe orders for their
model.. From repeated inquiries, made by

me, I learn that they are in generalof a

fathion that bears fome remote refemblance
to the Doric; and, indeed, the weight and
magnitude of the buildings they fupport
feemed to require pillars approaching in
firength to thofe'of that primitive, fimpley
and robuft, order. It is not impofiible: that
the Greeks might derive from India their
firft notion of an order naturally diétated by
a mode of building, widely different from the
light, elegant, and airy, ftyle in which the
Grecian edifices are generally ereéted. Bat,

on

* Voyage du.ludes, tom, iil, p. 226. Edit. Rouen, 1713.



[ o5 ]

on this fubject, I fhall hereafter trouble the
rcader with a difquifition of fome extent.
I omit, at prefent, his defeription of the
monfters and demons affreur, as he calls them,
with huge horns,” and numerous legs and
tails, fculptured in this pagoda, becaufe it is
my intention to notice thefe emblematical
fizures when, in the next'chapter, 1 come to
confider the worlhip paid in thefe pagodas.
It is fufficient, at prefent, to remark that the
Indians worfhip the Deity by {ymbols ; while
his power, extending through various nature,
and his venerated attributes are reprefented
by animals charaéteriftic of them. ‘Thus, for
inftance, his wifdom is {ymbolized by a circle
of heads, his firength by the elephant, his
glory by horns, imitative of the folar ray, his
creative energy by the male of animals of a
prolific ‘kind, as the bull or goat, while the
combinations of thefe animals, or parts of
animals, were intended to defignate his united
power, wildom, and glory. Degrading to the
Divine Nature as thefe reprefentations appear
to us, and as they really are, they are no more
than might be expected from arace {o deeply
involved in phyfies as the Indians are, and fo
totally unafiified by diviue revelation to cor-
rect their perverted notions. In the neigh-

bourhood
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" bourhood of this pagoda was another, the

name of which is not mentioned, fituated upon
alofty hill. This pagodaTavernier defcribes
as quadrangular, with a high cupola crown-

ing the fummit.  The hill itfelfis afcended by .

no lefs than one hundred and ninety-three
fteps, every ftep a foot in height; par un e/~
calier de 193 marches, chacune d'un pied de haut.
1 add the original that I may not appear to
exaggerate. i
Leaving thefe comparatively fmall edifices
and this immediate route of our traveller, lét
us once more attend him to the grand temple
of Jaggernaut, the moft celebrated but un-
doubtedly not among the oldeft fhrines of
India. T am aware that this affertion is di- -
teétly contrary to the opinion which Mr.
Sonnerat appears to favour, who tells us that, -
accordmu' to the annals of the country and
the facred books, the pagoda of Jaggernaut
is inconteftably the moft ancient; and that,
were its inward fanétuaries examined, in thofe
facred recefles would probably be difcovered
the moft ancient and hallowed archives of the
country. The calculations of the Brahmins,
he adds, carry its antiquity as far back as
the time of Parircurrev, firflt king of the
coaﬁ of Onﬂ‘a, who flourifhed at the coms=
3 mencement



I #.d

mencement of the Cali age, and by this cal-
‘culation it thould be of the aftonithing anti-
‘quity of 4800 years ¥, Neither from the ap-
pearance nor from the ftile of this pagoda,
which is not of a pyramidal form, but is an
immenfe circular fabric, does there arife any
evidence of this fiupendous antiquity. Jag-
gernaat is only another name for the great
Indian god Mahadeo, who may be recog-
nized by the vaft bull, which, as related ina
former page, juts out, with an eaffern afpect,
from the centre of the building. The fuppo-
fition of Major Rennel } is far more probable,
that it was erected aboutthe eleventh century,
after the deftruction of the fuperb temple of
Sumnant, in Guzzurat. The very name of
the deity Navr, which fignifies CrEATOR,
firongly corroborates this fuppofition ; and
there is an old tradition in the neighbourhood
that the deity of this temple fwam thither
from a more wefterly region. - I muft refer
the reader to the page juft alluded to, which
is the 105th of the firft, or geographical, Dif-
fertation, under the foobah of Oriffa, for an
ample account, extracted by me from the A-
yeen Akbery and Hamilton’s Voyage, of the

firft

# See Sonnerat's Voyages, chap. iv. p. 108,
4 See Memoirs, p. 165, fecond edition,
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firft eftablithment of this temple, of the deity
adored in it, of the ceremonies and rites prac-

tifed in it, of the frequent ablution of Jag-

gernaut, and the great multitude of Brahmms

and devout pilgrims daily fed at this auguft

temple. The Brahmin fable, relative to its

erection, afferts that the’ fpot on which it
ftands was peculiarly favoured by the Deity ;
and Major Rennel perhaps gives the true rea-

fon why it was {o; viz. its remote fituation
from the {cene of Mahmud’s fpreading con-

quefls, and its being fhut up from every ap-
proach, but on the fide of the ocean, by im-

paflable mountains and deep rivers. What

Tavernier has recorded relative to this pagoda
1s inferted in the pages immediately fucceed-
mg that juft referred to; and to his defeription

it is not neceffary to add in this place any

other particulars, than that it is the refidence

of the Arch-Brahmin of all India; that the
im’ﬂgé of Jaggernaut ftands in the centre of
the building upon a raifed altar, encompaffed.
with iron rails, under a very lofty dome ; and

that the facred domains, that belonged to the

temple, the munificent donation of fucceﬂive

rajahs, once afforded pafturage to . above

20,000 cows.

The
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* The Peninfula of India, however, affords
‘two inftances of buildings which are un-
doubtedly among the moft ancient, if they
are not abfolutely the moft ancient, of all the
Indian temples. They are thofe of Deogur
and Tanjore; and, as they have exercifed
the mafterly and corre¢t pencil of Mr.
Hodges, in his celebrated Defigns of Indian
Buildings, we may depend upon the accu-
~ racy both of the engraving and the accom-
panying concife defeription of them.
 'The pagodas of Drocur, ‘according to
that gentleman, fhew the earlieft ftages of
Hindoo architecture, being fimply pyramids,
by piling one mafly fione upon another to
a vaft height. They are without any light
whatever within, except what comes through
a {mall door fcarcely five feet high. In the
ceNTRE of the building is a dark chamber,
lighted by one folitary lamp, where the rites
of their religion are performed. The famous
pagoda of Tawjore is not different from
thofe of Deogur, but in its improved form
and decorations. ¥
~ Let us now attend M. Tavernier to the re-
gion properly called Hindoftan, and explore

: : the

. See the account prefixed to the engravings of thefe temples in

DEesi6Ns 1x INDra,

L. —
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the great and highly-venerated pagoda of Be-
nares, ‘'This pagoda; he obferves, derives a
confiderable portion of the diftinguifhed cele-
brity which it enjoys from the fuperior fanéti=
ty of the city in which it {ftands, the ancient
and renowned Casi, a city devoted from the
earlieft periods to Hindoo devotion and fci+
ence! Itis fitnated clofe to the fhore of the
Ganges ; into which fiream, according to our
traveller, a regular flight of fione fieps de-
fcends, leading directly down from the gate
of the pagoda. The body of the temple itfelf,
he informs us,* is conftructed in the form of a
vasTt cross, (that is, a St. Andrew’s erofs,
allufive to the four elements,) with a very high
cupola in the centre of the building, but fome-
what pyrRaMIDAL towards the fummit; and
at the extremity of every one of the four
parts of the crofs there is a tower, to which
there is an afcent on the outfide, with bals
conies at ftated diftances, affording delightful
views of the city, the river, and adjacent
country.. With refpect to the infide of this
grand temple, he relates, that under the high
dome in the middle, there fiands an altar, in
form of a table, eight feet in length, and fix
in breadth, covered fometimes with rich ta-

peftry

*® Voyage de Tavernier, tom, iv, p, 149: Edit, 3 Rouen;
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pefiry and fometimes with cloth of gold o¢
filver, according to the greater or lefs folem-
nity of the feftival. Upon this altar Taver-
nier faw feveral idols; but one in particular,
fix feet high, arrefted his attention, the neck
of which was f{plendidly decorated with a
chain of precious fiones, of which the priefts
have variety for different feftivals, fome of
rubies, fome of pearls, and others of emeralds.
The head and neck of this idol were alone
vifible; all the reft of the body was covered
with an embroidered robe, {preading in ample
folds upon the altar below. On the right
fide of the altar he obferved a firange com-~
pound figure of mafly gold, which he cally
UNE CHIMERE, @ CHIMZRA, formed of the
different parts of an elephant, a horfe, and &
mule, upon which, he was informed, that holy
perfon ufed, when living, in his guardian care
. of mankind, to take long journeys; and I
muft add, that this circumfiance is another
irrefragable proof, that many of the idols,
adored in India, are peiriED-MoRTALES. He
obferved likewife, in this pagoda, a certain
idol of black fione, or the SommoNacoODOM,
concerning which fomething more particular
will oceur hereafter. That execrable {pirit of
bigotry which actuated the mind of Aureng-

zeb,
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web, fo different from that of the mild and
tolerant Akber, prompted that remorfelefs
perfecutor of the Hindoo faith to pollute this
venerable fabric, and infult the religion of
Brahma in its ancient fanétuary. Upon'the
majeftic ruins of this auguft pile, which was
vifited by Tamerlane before its pollution, he
ereéted a grand mofque, with two very lofty
Mohammedan minarets, which, Mr. Forfter,*
in his elegant but concife account of this
city, fays, at the diftance of eight miles,
firongly attract the eye of the traveller who
approaches - Benares on the river from the
eaft quarter, and which, from their elevated
height, feem to look down with trinmph
and exultation on the humbled pride and
degraded devotion - of this once flourifhing
city and univerfity.
* There is anothier remarkable inftance of the
bratal conduét of Aurengzeb in regard to the
pagoda of Ahmed-Abad, in Guzzurat, which
therefore may not improperly be noticed
here. It is called the pagoda of Santidas, the
name of its founder, and is defcribed by Taver-
nier as confifting of three courts, paved with
marble, and furrounded with porticoes, fup-

' ported

* Sketches of the Mythology and Cuftoms of the Hindoos, by
Mr. Forfter, p. 4. .
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ported by marble columns, into the third or
inner court of which no perfon was permitted
to enter with his fandals on. The infide roof
and walls of this pagoda are adorned with
Mofaic work and agates of various colours,
and all the porticoes are crowded with fe-
male figures, finely feulptured in marble, I
prefume of Bhavani, the Indian Venus, or
Nature in her prolific character perfomfied,
with her numerous attendants of nymphs and
graces. This fine pagoda was afterwards de-
filed and converted into a Turkith mofque by
Aurengzeb; and the hiftory of the barbari-
ties committed . by the ufurpers of India
fcarcely records any greater outrage offered
to the Hindoos than was committed by him
in efleéting his purpofe. It is Thevenot, a
later traveller in India, that furnifhes me with
the anecdote. - Knowing the profound vene-
ration of the Hindoos for the cow, he order-
ed one of thofe facred animals to be flaugh-
tered within its walls, which effectually pre-
cluded the Brahmins from ever again paying
their adorations in a temple contaminated by
fuch a dreadful and wanton aét of atrocity.®
His intolerant bigotry led him to commuit &ill
farther outrages, He waged war with the

VOL. 111, c - beautifual

* $ec Thevenot's Indian Travels, p. 10, Eng. fol. edit. 1687, .-
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‘beautiful marble feulptures it contained ;- fory
lie ordered all thofe elegant fiatues to be dif*
figured, and fmote off the nofe of every
figure in the edifice that alluded to the Hin-
doo mythology. Thére can fearcely be a
doubt, from Thevenot’s defeription of the
great Mohammedan moftjue, . in this famous
city, called Juma-Mefgid, that it was an~
ciently a Hindoo temple.
It was my fixed intention in this Differta-
tion on the Indian archite¢ture, torefrain from
deferibing any temples; Lhowever grand and
"ftupendons, as many of the: Mohammedan
mofques; ereéted in India, are, that were not
ftrictly Hindoo : but, as the fiyle of building
of the Juma-Mescin, or Friday’s Mofque,

* {o called from the great refort of all ranks

of Mohammedans thither on that day, evi-
dently proves the architecture to be genuine
Andian, I fhall, in this inftanceé alone, deviate
from my general rule. I fhall adhere to
Thevenot's account, which is more ample
than Tavernier’s. ST
'This vaft pile; of which the ingenious
Mr. Forbes has favoured me with the fight of
‘a beautiful drawing, taken on the fpot, by his
ovn correét pencil, is erécted in a quadrans
gular-fafhion, but not exactly fquare; for, it
| : > < 18

&
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is i length 140 pa.cm, and in breadth 120,
which is entirely confonant to the obfervation

of Mr. Crauford, that the Hindoos never
ere@ any building precifely fquare, though

their deviation from that line of meafure-
ment is very trifling, andy in their large
buildings, fcarcely difcernible.  Round this
wall, on the infide, as is ufual in India, and
as may be feenin my engraving of the large
pagoda in the former volume, runs a vaulted
gallery, the roof of which is. fupported by
four-and-thirty pilafters. - The temple itfelf is
elevated upon forty-four pillars, ranging two
and two. in regular order through the build-
ing, and the pavement is of marble. Twelve
beautiful domes, of different dimeniions, meet
the eye of the {pectator on his approach to
the temple. In the middle of the front of it
are three great arches; at the fides are two
large fquare gates that open into it; and each
gate is beautified with pilafters, but without
any particular order of architeclure. The
high fieeples, or minarets, on the top of each
gate, from which, he fays,. the beadles of the
molque call the people to prayers, are doubt-

Jefs of Mohammedan confiruction.
While on this weftern fide of India, the
reader-will perhaps readily pardon an excur-
C: 8 Grrae fion
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" fion to Patten-Sumnaut, near the coaft, where

once flourithed the moft fuperb temple in all

Hindoftan, but whofe inmoft fanétuary was - '

polluted, and whofe immeafe accumulated
wealth was plundered, by the defolating tyrant
Mahmud of Gazna, in his invafion of this
part of India, about the year 1000 of our
era. The temple of SUMNAUT, 2 deity very
nearly related, 1 conceive, t0 JAGGERNAUT
of Oriffta, or rather, as I fhall hereafter en-
deavour, from the fimilarity of their names
and the co-incidence of various other circum-
ftances to evince, the very identical divinity
venerated on that, coaft, was, previoufly to
the irruption of the Gaznavide fultans, the
moft celebrated refort of devotees in this ever
moft populous and beft cultivated region of
Hindoftan. Indeed, the idol, adored in this
grand temple, gave his name, not only to the
city, but to a very extenfive tract of country
around it; finee, according to the Ayeen
Akbery,* one of the grand divifions of the
province of Guzzurat, is called by his name.
He feems, indeed, like Jaggernaut, in later
times, to have had pre-eminence above all
other idols that were worfhipped throughout

the whole country; for, if Ferifhtah may be

eredited,

- * Ayeen Akbery, vol. iis p- 81
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eredited, the different rajahs had beftowed.
two thoufand villages, with their territories,
for the fupport of the eftablifhment of this
temple, in which two thoufand priefts con-
ftantly officiated. Of the temple itfelf, the
moft extravagant relations are given by the
Perfian and Arabian authors, who wrote the
life of Mahmud and his defcendants ; authors
from whofe valuable works Ferifhtah proba-
bly drew the materials of his Indian Hiftory
and which authors, after great expence and
toil of refearch, are now, for the moft part, in
my poffeflion. From thefe authentic {ources,
therefore, compared with the Ayeen Akbery -
and other Indian preductions, printed and .
manufeript, to which the patrons and friends
of this work have granted me accefs, 1 hope
to gratify my readers with a more valuable
and original work than I could firft hope to
complete; a work, which, in the large fcale
at prefent propofed, cannot fail of being
more generally interefting, fince it will em-
brace much of the hiftory of the ancient
world, and record many of the moft flluftrious
deeds tranfacted on the great theatre of Afia;
too illuftrious, alas! if the daring but fuccefl-
ful odttrages of ferocious barbarians may be
called - illufirious, and the oppreflion and

¢3 plunder
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ﬁhmder of the mildeli and moft benevolent
people on earth dignified by the name of
valour.

The lofty roof of Sumnaut was fupported
by fifty-fix pillars overlaid with plates of gold,
and incruited at intervals with rubies, eme-
ralds, and other precious ftones. One pen-
dant lamp alone illumined the fpacious fabric,
whofe light, reflected back from innumerable
jewels, fpread a firong and refulgent lufire
throughout the whole ttrmple. In the midfi
ftood Sumnaut himfelf, an idel compofed of
one entire ftone, fifty cubits in height, forty-
feven of which were buried in the ground;
and, on that {pot, according to the Brahmins,
he had been worfhipped between four and
five thoufand years, a period beyond which,.
it is remarkable, they never venture to afeend ;
for, it is a period at which their Cali, or pre-
fent age, commences @ it is, m Thort, the pe-
riod of that Aood, beyond which, Mr, Bryant
judicioufly obferves, human records cannot
afcend. His image was wafhed every morn-
ing and evening with frefh water, brought
from the Ganges, at the diftance of twelve
hundred miles. Around the dome were dif-
perfed fome thoufands of images in® gold
and filver, of various fhapes and dimenfions,

i fo
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fo that on this {pot, as in a grand pantheon,

{feemed to be affembled all the deities venes

rated in Hindoftan. As it may gratify the

reader to be.informed of the fate of this beau-
fitul and coftly thrine, and of the fentiments .

raifed by the profpect of it in‘the breaft of ‘a

favage and avaricious ufurper, I fhall prefent
him with the relation of that event as 1t ftands

in the propofed hiftory.

. Mahmud being informed of the riches col-

leéted at Sumnaut, as well as of the tremen-

dous menace of the idol, if he approached

that hallowed fhrine, was determined to put

the power of the god to inftant trial.  Leav-

ing Gazpa with an immenfe army, and ad-

vancing by the way of Multan and Ajmere,

through two terrible deferts, where nothing

“but the moft prudent exertions faved that
~army from being annihiated by famine, he
armived, without oppofition, before the walls
of Sumnaut. On the high battlements of the
temple were affembled an innumerable muls
titude in arms, when a herald approaching des
nounced the vengeance of the god, and in-
formed the befiegers that their idol, Sumnaut,
had drawn them together on that {pot, that
he might blaft them in a moment, and
ax enge, by one dreadful and general ruin, the
(o deftruétion
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deftruction of the gods of Hindoflan. -In fpite
of thele awful imprecations, Mahmud com-
menced an immediate and vigorous affault :
and drove the defendants from the walls, which
the befiegers, by fcaling ladders, mftantly
mounted, exclaiming aloud, « Allah Akbar.”
The Hindoos, who had retreated into the tem-
pleand profirated themfelves before their idol
in.devout expectation of feeing the enemy
difcomfited by the fignal and inflantaneous
vengeance of heaven, finding their expeéta- -
tions vain, made a defperate effort for the
prefervation of the place. Rufhing in a body
on the aflzilants, they repulfed them with great
flaughter ; and, as faft as frefh forces afcended
the walls, pufhed them headlong down with

their fpears. This advantage they maintained

for two days, fighting like men who had de- °
voted themfelves to that death, which their
beliefin the Metempfychofis affured them was
only a paflage to felicity and glory. At the
end of this period a valt army of idolators
coming to their relief, drew the attention of
Mahmud from the ficge to his own more im-
mediate fafety. Leaving, therefore, a body of
troops to amufe the befieged, he took a more
favourable fiation, and prepared to engage
the advancing enemy. Thefe were led to bat-

4 tle
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tle by Rajah Byram Deo, from whofe family
. the territory of Deo received its name, and
other confiderable rajahs, under the certain
- perfuafion that the caufe for which they were
to fight would mfure victory to their arms.
Accordingly, they fought with a heroifim pro~
portionate to their fuperftition; and, before
victory declared for Mahmud, five thoufand
Hindoos lay flaughtered on the field. The
garrifon of Sumnaut, after this defeat, giving
up all for loft, iflued out of a gate that looked
towards the ocean, and embarked in boats
to the number of four thoufasd, with an in-
tent to proceed to the ifland of Serandib or
Ceylon ; but, information of their flight hav-
ing been given to the fultan, he feized all the
boats that remained in the harbour, and fent
after them a feleét body of his beft troops, who,
capturing fome and finking others, permitted

few of the miferable fogitives to efcape.
After placing a large body of guards at the
gates and round the walls, Mahmud entered
the city, and approaching the temple was
ftruck with the majeftic grandeur of that an-
cient firu¢ture ; but, when he entered 1n and
faw the ineftimable riches it contained, he was
filled with aftonifhment, mingled with de-
light. In the fary of Mohammedan zeal, he
finote



[ 42 11

finote off the nofe of the idol with a mace
which he carried, and ordered the image to’

-be disfigured and broke to pieces. While

they were proceeding to obey his command, a
croud of Brahmins, frantic at this treatment
of theit idol, petitioned his omras to interfere,

-and offered fome crores in gold if he would

forbear farther to violate the image of their
deity. They urged, that the demolition of
the idal would not remove idolatry from the
walls of Summnaut, but that fuch a fum of

' anoney, given among believers, would be an

action truly meritorious. The fultan ac-

‘knowledged the truth ‘of their remark, but

declared that he never would become that
bafe character, which a coineidence with their
petition would render him, a feller of idols,
"T'he perfons appointed, therefore, proceeded
in theiv work ; and, having mutilated the (-
perior part, broke in pieces the body of the -
idol, which had been made hollow, and con-

tained an infinite variety of diamonds, rubies,

and pearls, of a water {o pure, and of a
magnitude {o uncommon, that the beholders
were filled with furprize and admiration.
This unexpedted treafure, with all the other
fpoil, taken in the temple and city of Sumnaut
were immediately fecured and fent to Gazna ;

while .



[-.48°] .

while fragments of the demolifhed idol were
diftributed to the feveral mofques of Mecca,
Medina, and Gazna, to be thrown at the
threfhold of their gates, and . trampled upon
by devout and zealous muflulmen.

If the reader fhould now choofe to afcend
towards the city of Naugracut, in the great
range of mountains fo called, whither feyr
Europeans, befides John Albert de Mandelslo,
have penetrated, he may there contemplate
the ruins-of what that writer, who vifited the
place in 1638, denominates .« a fuperb and
fumptuous pagoda, the floor whereof is co-
vered with plates of gold, and in which is
the effigies of an animal, or rather monfter, to
whom thie numerous devotees facrifice their
tongues.”* Mandelslo callsit the idol MATTA ;
“but Abul Fazil, whe had probably vifited
the place in one of his journeys, with Akber,
to Cathmere, exprefsly fays, it was the con-
fort, that is, the active power, of Mahadeo,
the defiroying god, to whom thefe fanguinary
facrifices, fo much in unifon with his cha-
‘raéter, were made. 'The reader may like-
wife view the remains of the hallowed col-
lege of Tanaflar, which Mr. Finch vifited
fo early as the year nine of the feventeenth

century,
* Mandelslo’s Travels, p. 21.
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century, the fame of whofe learning, and the
wealth of whofe auguft pagodas, was fpread
over all India* Indeed, according to the
Arabian writers, who will hereafter be cited
at large by me, this place was the Mecea of
this part of Hindoftan, and its folid idols of
mafly filver made no fmall part of the booty
acquired in Mahmud's fixth wruption mto
India. Many other noble pagodas adorned
- thefe higher regions of Hindoftan, whofe
~ accumulated treafures became the property
of thofe facrilegious Arabian and Perfian in-
vaders, who, under the pretence of propa-
gating religion, violated every principle of
morality, and fpread havoc and defolation
through regions once the lovelieft and the
happieft upon earth.

'Tapaflar was, according to the A.;,reen Ak-
bery, the northern, and Mattra the fouthern,
limit of the domains of the old rajahs of
Delhi, previous to the fubverfion of their
power by thefe mercilefs marauders. 'T'o the
Iatter city, once rich and beantiful, but now
decayed and ruined, the feene of the exploits
of the amiable Creefhna, the courfe of the
Jumnah, that walhes Delhi, will immediately
Jead us. Let us approach, with becoming re-

verence,
® See Mr. Finch's Travels in Harrid's Voyages, vol, i:_p 8.
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verence, the fuperb temple of the mildeft
and moft benevolent of all the Hindoo dei-
ties.

Mattia, the Methora of Pliny, is fituated
about eighteen miles from Agra, on the di-
reét road to Delhi, and is particularly cele-
brated for having been the birth-place of
Creeflina, who is efteemed, in India, not fo
" much an incarnation of the divine Veefhnu
as the Deity himfelf in a human form.
The hiftory of this perfonage is among the
moft curious of all that occur in Indian my-
thology. TheSanicreet narrative ofhis extra-
ordinary feats, in fome points, approaches o
near to the Scriptural account of our Saviour,
as to have afforded real ground for Sir W.
Jones to fuppofe that the Bralimins had, in the
early ages of Chriftianity, feen or heard reeited
to them fome of the fpurious gofpels which in
thofe ages fo numeroufly abounded, and had
ingrafted the wildeft parts of them upon the
old fuble of this Indian Apollo.* The birth
of this divine infant was predifted, and a
reigning tyrant of India, by name Caxsa,
learning from the prediction that he thould
be defiroyed by this wonderful child, order
wd all the male children, born at that period,

vk * See Afatic Refearshes, vol, i, p. 263375

= . To e o santialBh L o me et g



[ 46 ]

to he flain: but Crethna was preferved by
biting the ‘breafl, infiead of fucking the poi-
foned nipple, of the nurfe commifficned. to
defiroy him. From fearof this tyrant, he was
foftered in Matnvra by an honeft herdf-
man, and pafled his innocent hours in rural di-
verfions at his fofter-father’s farm.  Repeated
miraeles, however, foon diftovered his celef>
tral origin. - He preached to the Brahmins the
doctrines of meeknefs and benevolence ; he
even condefcended to wafh their feet, as a
proof of his own meeknefs ; and he raifed the
dead by delcending for that purpofe to the
loweft region. He acted not always, indeed,
in the capacity of a prinee or herald of
peace, for he was a mighty warrior; but his
amazing powers were principally exerted to
fave and to defend. Fven the great war of
the Mahabbarat, which he fomented, was a
JusT war, undertaken againft invaders and
tyrants, whem he triumphantly overthrew,
and 'then returned to his {eat in Varcovrma,
the heavenly region, .

The pagoda, facred to this Indian deity, is
not lefs ftupendous than his hiftory and his
actions.  According to Tavernier, it is one. of
the moft fumptuous edifices inall India, con-
ftructed of the fame beautiful red fione, or -

' - « marble,
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sfintble, with which, I before obferved;. the
caftle of Agra and the walls of Delhi arebuilt,®

and ftanding upon a vaft oétagonal platform,
overlaid with hewn fione. Extenfive,  how-

ever, as is this temple, it does not oecupy
above half the platform: the remaininghaif -

férves as a grand piazza in front of it. The
platform- itfelf is afeended by two fhights of

frone fteps, fixteen in number, of which. the -

prineipal leads up to the grand portal of the
pagoda, fupported by pillars richly decorated
with the ufual feulptures. The pagoda iis
conftruéted likewife in the form of a crofs, of
which each wing is equal in extent, and a
fimilar dome to thut at Benaves rifes to a vaft

height in the centre, with an addition of two -

others, fomewhat fimaller, on each fide. . The
elevation and grandeur of’ the whole fabric
may eafily be conceived from the aflertion of
the fame traveller, that, though fituated in'a
bottom, it is diftinctly vifible at the diftance
of five or fix leagues, In'this pagoda,the

SANCTUARY i partitioned off by a clofeibas -

Tuftrade of pillars, within which none but the
Brahmins are allowed to enter. A bribeito

thofe Brahmins, however, iitroduced our curis -
al OHs

' ® Bee the 'defcription d'ﬁgumuwﬁupiphulmﬂ'm
wol. iy p. 73
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ous traveller into this recefs, and whe there
beheld a great {quare altar, fixteen feet in
height, covered with gold and filver brocade,
on which ftood the great idol, which, he fays,
they called Ram Ram. Rawm, however, he
mentions in another place as the general ap-
pellation for an idol deity ; and the idol, here
worthipped, is, doubtlefs, Veeflinu, under the
form of Creefhna. It fhould not be forgotten,
however, that Rama was the elder brother of
Creefhna. The head of the idol; which appear-
ed to be of black marble, was alone vifible, with
two great rubies in the place of eyes. All the
reft of the body, from the thoulder to the feet,
was concealed beneath a robe of purple velvet.
He noticed alfo two {mall idols, one on each
fide of the greater, and the {fuperb carriage in
which, on high feftivals, the god is carried
about in proceflion. Long before the period
of Tavernier’s vifit to Mattya, the veneration
of the Hindoos for this auguft pagoda had de-
clined, and the devotion, {o fervently paid at
ats hallowed fhrine in ancient time, was al-
moft totally neglected. 'The reafon which he
afligns for this general neglect of the rites, due
to the benevolent Crersmna, is, that the
Jumnah, which formerly flowed clofe by its
€oot, had retived to the diftance of half a

league
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league from it, and that diftance was incon-
venient for the ablution of the numerous
pilgrims who formerly flocked to it; {o in-
convenient, that, before they could reach the
pagoda, fome frefh defilement had taken place,
and it became necﬁﬂ'ary to repeat the ab-
lution.

The pagoda of Tr1PETTY is fituated upon
the top of a high mountain in the dominions
of the nabob of Arcor, about forty miles
north-eaft of that capital; and, as well for its
extent as for the various accommodations of
lodgings for the numerous Brahmins who of-
ficiate in it, has the appearance of a city
rather than of a temple. To this hill, Ta-
vernier {ays, there is a circular alcent every
way of hewn fione; the leafl of the fiones,
forming that afcent, being ten feet long and
three broad; and the hill itfelf, Mr. Cam-
bridge adds, is confidered i fo facred a
light, that none but Hindoos are ever fuffered
to alcend it. According to this latter gentle-
man’s information, which I prefume to be au-
thentic, Tripetti is holden by the Hindoos of
the Peninfula in the {fame veneration as Mecca
is by the Mohammedans, and there is an-
nually, in September, a feftival celebrated at
this place, to which an immen{e crowd of pil-

YOL. 111 D grims,



[ 50 ]

grims, loaded with prefents for the idol, refort,
to the great emolument of the priefts and
the great increafe of the revenues of the na-
bob. 'Tavernier defcribes the principal ftatue
as refembling VeNus, and therefore the god-
defs here adored is, in all probability, Bua-
vani, whom I have before obferved to be the
Indian Venus.

However venerable thefe four pagodas for
their fanctity and antiquity, they are all ex-
ceeded, in point of magnificence at leaft, by
that of SErRINGHAM, which is fituated upon
an ifland to which it gives its name, and is it-
felf formed by two branches of the great river
Cauveri. The pagoda of SeriNcuaM ftands
in the dominions of the king of Tanjore, in
the neighbourhood of Tritchinopoly, and is
compofed, according to Mr. Orme, “ of feven
fquare inclofures, one within the other, the
walls of which are twenty-five feet high and
four thick. The inclofures are 350 feet dif-
tant from one another, and each has four
large gates, with a high tower; which are
placed, one in the middle of each fide of the
anclofure, and oppofite to the Four cARDINAL
roINTs.” The outward wall is near four miles
in circumference, and its gate-way to the fouth
is ornamented with pillars, feveral of which

o
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are fingle ftones, ti;h-éy-thrcn feet long, and
nearly five in diameter; while thofe, which
form the roof, are ftill larger: in the inmoft
inclofures are the chapels. ¢ Here, (continues
this elegant hiftorian,) as in all the other great
pagodas of India, the Brahmins live in a fub-
ordination which knows no refiftance, and
flumber in a voluptuoufnefs that knows no
wants ; here, fenfible of the happinefs of their
condition, they quit not the filence of their
retreats to mingle in the tumults of the ftate ;
nor point the brand, flaming from the altar,
againft the authority of the fovereign or the
tranquillity of the government.”® All the
gate-ways are crowded with emblematical
figures of their various divinities. No Furo-
are admitted into the laft fquare, con-
taining the fanctuary of the fupreme Veefhnu,
and few have gone farther than the third. In
the war between the French and Englith in
the Carnatic, this voluptuons {lumber of the
Brahmins was frequently interrupted; for, the
pagoda, being a place of confiderable firength,
was alternately taken pofieflion of by the con-
tending armies.  On the firft attempt to pene-
trate within the facred inclofure, a venerable
Brahmin, ftruck with horror at the thought of
having

* Orme's Hiflory of Hindoftan, ftcond editioa, vol. i p. 178,
noe
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having a temple, fo profoundly hallowed for
ages, polluted by the profane footfteps of
Europeans, took his ftation on the top of the
grand gate-way of the outermoit court, and
conjured the mvaders to defift from their im-
pious enterprize. Finding all his expofiula-
tions ineffectual, rather than be the agonizing
{pectator of its profanation, he, in a tranfport
of rage, threw himfelf upon the pavement be-
low, and dafhed out his brains. This cir-
cumftance cannot fail of bringing to the
reader’s mind the fine ode of Gray, intitled
“ The Bard,” and the hmﬂar cataftrophe of
the hoary prophet.

The artful policy of princes and the fuperfti-
tious terrors of the vulgar, operating together,
had contributed to envich many of the pago-
das of India with revenues in money and ter-
ritory equal to that of many fovereigns. The
facred and accumulated trealures of ages have,
in modern periods, been difiipated by the facri-
legious violence of Mohammedan and Furo-
pean plunderers ; and even of their territories
much has been curtailed. What an ample pro-
vifion indeed had been made in thefe hallowed
retreats for the voluptuous repofe, in which,
Mr. Orme has juft informed us, the luxurious
priefts of Brahma flumbered, as well as to

i what
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what an aftonifhing number their body in the
principal pagodas formerly amounted, will be
evident to the reader, who will take the trou-
ble of turning to the pages of that entertain-
ing traveller and faithful narrator Captain
Hamilton, or of the above-cited hiftorian.
The former afiures us, that the temple of Jag-
gernaut is vifited by an incredible number of
pilgrims from the moft diftant regions of In-
dia, that the Mohammedan prince of the
country formerly exacted a tax of the value of
half-a-crown per head on every pilgrim who
came to worfhip at that pagoda; which, in
the annual average,amounted to 750,000/ and
that five caxpies of provifion were daily
drefled for the ufe of the priefts and the
pilgrims, each candy containing 1600lb.

weight.®
This account of Mr. Hamilton is confirmed,
in almoft fimilar words, by Tavernier, who,
fpeaking of Jaggernaut, obferves, « Lesreve-
nus de cette grande pagode font fuffifans pour
donner tous les jours & manger & quinze au
vingt mille pelerins, comme il &’y en trouve
fouvent un pareil nombre.”f Mr. Orme ac-
quaints

® Hamilton's Voyage to the Eaft Tndies, vol. i p. 386, The firit
edition of this book was printed in Scotland; but I cite throughout
that of London, 1744-

4 Voyage de Tavernier, tom, iv. p. 144
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quaints us that pilgrims come from all parts
of the Peninfula to worfhip at that of Sering-
ham, but none without an offering of money ;
that a large part of the revenue of the ifland
is allotted for the maintenance of the Brah-
mins who inhabit it; and that thefe, with
their families, formerly compofed a multitude
not lefs in number than 40,000 fouls, main-~
tained without labour by the liberality of fu-
perftition.®
The difproportioned figures of moft of the
idols, adored in thefe fuperb fabries, are by no
means in unifon with the prevailing fymmetry
that reigns in their confiruction ; though it
muft be confefled, that the ponderous orna-
ments of gold and jewels, with which they are
decorated, are perfeétly fo with the fumptu-
oufnefs and magnificence that diftinguith them.
Thofe idols are in general formed of every
monftrous fhape which imagination can con-
ceive, being, for the moft part, half human
and half favage, Some appear formidably ter-
rific with numerous heads and arms, the rude
expreflive fymbols of fuper-human wifdom
and of gigantic power: others appear with
large horns branching from their heads: and
others again with huge tufks protruded from
, their
* Onoe's Hiftory of Hindoftan, vol. i p. 278,
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their extended mouths.  In fhort, as Mafter
Purchafe has obferved, « they are very ill-
favoured ; their mouths are monfirous, their
ears gilded and full of jewels, their teeth and
eyes of gold, filver, or glafs, and coloured
black with the lamps that burn continually
before them.”* A profufion of confecrated
hieroglyphic animals appears {culptured all
over the crowded walls. The BuLL, {o pecu-
liarly facred to Osiris, at Memphis, as, in-
deed, he was to SEEVA, THE GOD WITH THE
CRESCENT, at Benares, the ram facred to
JuriTER, and the coar to Pan, are feen
together in the fame group with the ape, the
rhinoceros, and the elephant: and Ecvyer
feems to have blended her facred animals
with thofe which are confidered as in a more
peculiar manner belonging to Inpra,

® Sce Purchafe’s Pilgrimage, vol.i. p- 579, edit. 1679:
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SECTION IL

Preliminary  Obfervations to the comparative
Survey of the Temples of Egypt, comprehend-
ing an extenfive Difquifition relative to the
Period in which the Superfiitions, more pecu-
liarly appropriate to Ecyer, were tranfport-
ed into INp1a.—Probable to have been at
that Crifis when the Egyptian Priefis were
driven from their Country by the cruel Ra-
vages of Camyses.—The Opinions of Kir-
CHER and KEwmPrer, on this Subjedi,
greatly corroborated by the Refletions of Sir
W. Joxgs, in the Afiatic Refearches, on
the Subject of the Indian Deity Boopwu, or
Buvooua; and on the great qubmblance
Jubfifiing both in the Name and the Worfhip
of the Egyptian Is1s and Osiris and the
Indian Eswara and Isa.—Mr. Cuan-

| BERS'S
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BERS's Account of the Ruins of Mavalipu-
ram, of the SoMMONACODONM, or Stone-
Deity of the StaMEsE, and of the Superfli-
tion of Boopu.—Additional Evidence of an
early and familiar Intercourfe fubfifiing be-
tween the EcypTiaNs and INDIANS ad-
duced.—Firfl, in their mutual Veneration of
the facred Lotos.—Secondly, in their early
Cultivation of the SucArR-CaNe.—Thirdly,
in_their ancient and once unwverfal Diet hav-
ing confified of Ve eTABLES.— Fourthly,
in their mutual pofjeffing @ SACRED SACER~
DOTAL LANGUAGE, called in India the .
DevanNacart—Fifthly, in the Divifion
of the People into Trires or Casrs.—
Sizthly, in the numerous ABLUTIONS prac-
tifed by both People—And, finally, in their.
univerfal Reverence of the Cow and the
- SERPENT.—The PYRAMIDS, fhe COLOSSAL
StaTues, and the Tenpigs, of Ecver,
together with their fiymbolical Decorations,
are now at large confidered in a new
and mythological Point of View, and the
Analogy which they bear to the ancient My-

thriac
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thriac Superflitions of the Greater Afia.are
pointed out.

MPRESSED with ideas tolerably correét of
the unfullied purity of the genuine laws
and of the uniform fimplicity of the original
mode of worfhip eftablifhed by the firft great
legiflator of Hindofian, and not ignorant, at
the fame time, of the awful fanc¢tion by which
the natives were bound, through the wife
policy of the legiflator, to the firict obfervance
of both, many zealous admirers of the celebrat-
ed inftitution of Indian jurifprudence and
theology have been filled with aftonifhiment
at the rapid increafe of idol-deities, and ef-
pecially of Egyptian deities, in that country.
1t is evident from every review of the ancient
hiftory of the two countries, that, in the moft
early ages, a very familiar intercourfe fubfifted
between Indiaand Egypt. Uponevidence, that
appears neither irrational, nor unfupported
by collateral proof, we have feen that fome
authors of credit have confidered the Indians
as defcended from Rama, the grandfon of
Haun, the parent of idolatry. However
firong that evidence, the more generally pre-
valent opinion feems to be that the Indians
are
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are of the nobler and more devout line of
Suem. If we confider them in the latter
point of view, as the progeny of that holy
patriarch, one of the moft probable folutions
of this deviation, in his defcendants, from
their primeval fimplicity of worfhip that has
been offered, is to be found in the learned
Athanafius Kircher,* who has made the theo-
logic fyftems of the various Oriental nations,
and, in particular, the hieroglyphic emblems
of deity adored in Egypt, the fubjeét of his
minute refearches. The - frantic outrages
committed by Cambyfes, after his conqueft
of Egypt, his murder of Aris, their moft
venerated deity, the wanton cruelties which he
inflicted upon his priefts, and the confequent
burning of thofe lofty and unrivalled edifices,
the remains of which, at this day, conftitute
the proudeft glory of that defolated country,
are related at large in the third book of Hero-
dotus. It feems to have been the intention
of that monarch, at once to extinguifh the
Egyptian religion and to extirpate the order
of the priefthood ; nor can we wonder that the
real madnefs, which fucceeded to the tem-
porary phrenzy that dictated thofe outrages,
was imputed by the fame facred order to the

- immediate

& Kircher, Chin. INluftrat. part ifi. p. 151. edit. Amft. 1667,
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immediate vengeance of heaven for the un-
heard-of facrilege. From the lacerating
fecourge and the defiroying fword of Cam-
byles, Rircher reprefents the Egyptian priefis
as flying with horror, and taking up their
refidence in all the neighbouring countries of
Afia. whofe inhabitants would afford them
fhelter. Thefe holy and perfecuted men,
throughout the regions which received them,
are faid to have propagated the fuperftitions
of Egypt, and both India,Scythia, and China,
became in time polluted with the multiform
idolatry, which, in fo remarkable a manner,
prevailed on the banks of the Nile. If this
explication of the introdution into India of
fo many idols, peculiar to Egypt, be allowed
to have any weight, it will alfo account for
various firiking features of refemblance in
the idolatrous ceremonies common to thefe
countries, as well as the monfirous forms of
many of the idols adored with equal reverence
in the pagodas of China and Hindoftah ; and
it will partly explain the reafon of that very
particular and univerfal veneration in which
the two facred animals of Fgypt, the Cow

and the SerpeNT, are holden.
To the authority of Kircher may be added
that of a fiill greater writer, who, to the vari-
ous
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ous learning obtained from books united the
lefs fallible evidence arifing from ocular in-
veftigation. The profound Rempfer,® in his
hiftory of Japan, afferts his belief that the
great Indian faint, Bupna Sak1a,wasa prieft .
of Memphis, where the God Aris was particu-
larly adored, who, about that period, fled into
India, and, together with many other Egy ptian
fuperdtitions, introduced the worfhip of Apis,
before unknown to the natives. Sir W. Jones
feems, in fome degree, to confirm the opinion
of both thefe refpectable authors.4- when he
fays that Boonn was undoubtedly the Wop
or Ope ¥ of the Scandinavians ; and,under the
fofter name of Fo, was, in fucceeding ages,
honoured with adoration by the Chinefe. The
only objeétion to a perfect coincidence in
fentiment between thefe Oriental critics feems
to lie in the point of chronology ; for, the laft,
in the fame page with the above affertion,
fixes the appearance of Boonu, or the ninth
t incarnation of VEEsu~v, in the year one
thoufand and fourteen before Chrift, whereas
the invafion of Egypt, by Cambyfes, took
place, according to Archbifhop Uller, in the
year 525 before the Chriftian wra.
In

* §ee Kmmpler's Hilt, Japan, vol. i p. 38, edit. 173%.
4 Afiar. Refearches, vol. iv p- 425



[ 62 ]

In corroboration of the conjecture, that a
confiderable part of the religious rites, at this
day obferved in Hindoftan, conftituted for-
merly the eftablifhed religion of Egypt, may
be adduced the fentiments of the learned per-
fonage juft cited, and inferted in a preceding
page of the Afiatic Refearches. SirW. Jones,
with more than ulual confidence, aflerts his
belief, that the “ Eswara and Isa of the
Hindoos are the Isis and Osiris of the
Egyptians ;” adding, that he is perfuaded we
fhall, in time, difcover in India all the learning
of the Egyptians, without deciphering their
hicroglyphics.®* He fubjoins, that the bull of
Efwarn is moft probably Aris, the Egyptian
divinity ; and that, if the veneration {hewn,
both in Tibet and India, to 1o amiable and
ufeful a quadruped as the cow has not fome
affinity with the religion of Egypt and the
idoliatry of Ifrael, we muft at lealt allow that
circumftances have wonderfully coincided.

With refpect to the colonies that are fup-
pofed to have come from Egypt to India, this
is the refult of Sir William’s inquiries: he
informs us that Misr, the native appellation
for Egypt, is a name familiar in India, both as
a title of honour and as an appellative ; that

y Tiruoor,
& Afatic Refearches, -m];. [P Y
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Tirmoor, a territory in North Bahar, was
the country, aflerted, by an aged and learned
Brahmin, to be that in which fuch colony fet-
tled ; that even the word Nilus may be fafely
derived from the Sanfcreet. word Niua, or
blue, fince the Nile is exprefsly called, by
Dionyfius, an azure ftream; that he is {irongly
of opinion that Egyptian pricfis have actually
come from the Nile to the Ganga and Yamana,
(Jumna,) which the Brahmins moft affuredly
would never have left; that, whether they
might come there toinfiruét or to be inftructed,
he could not decide, but more probably for
the latter caufe, from the felf-fufficient cha-
racter of the Brahmins; and, that they might
vifit the SarmaxEs of India, as the fages of
Greece vifited them, rather to acquire than
to impart knowledge.

M. Anquetil, in 1760, vifited a pagoda of
moft remote antiquity on the coaft of Mala-
bar; and, advancing into it, perceived, in a
corner, a little fione ftatue, about a foot long,
reprefenting an ox, ill-fhaped, lying down,
with a bell about his neck,and yet recking with
the oil of the facrifices. He propofed to his
fervant, who was a Parl¢, to take it away with
him, but that fervant refufed. Another of his
attendants, a good muffulinan and lefs feru-

pulous,
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pulous, teok it away, and put it into his palan-
keen. The author adds, that he retired happy
in an opportunity of carrying to Europe a
deity, taken out of one of the moft celebrated
Indian pagodas. Can we wonder, after this
confeflion, that the Brahmins are jealous of
Europeans approaching the fanctuaries of
their religion !

It feems to be the opinion of Mr. Chambers,
and that opinion is corroborated by very firong
teftimony from other writers, cited by that
gentleman in the Afiatic Refearchés,® where
he treats of fome grand remains of ancient
Hindoo temples and feulptures, like thofe of
Salfette and Elephanta, cut out of the folid
rock, on the Coromandel coalt, that there
anciently prevailed in India, or at leaft in the
Peninfula, a fyftem of religion, very different
from that inculeated in the Vedas, and, in fome
relpects, totally inconfifient with the principles
and practice of the prefent Brahmins. This
religion, he afferts, ftill flourifhes in the farther
Peninfula, particularly among the Siamefe,
between whom and the inhabitants of the Dec-
can and Ceylone, it is evident, from his differ-
tation, that a confiderable intercourfe, invery
remote periods, bas fubfified. Mr. Chambers

fuppofes

* Adiar, Relearoln vol. 1. pe 148,
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fuppofes this religion to be the worfhip of the
God Boopu above-mentioned, whofe votaries,
Mr. Knox obferves, took particular pride in
ereting to his honour temples and high mo-
numents, “as if they had been born folely to
hew rocks and great ftones, and lay them up in
heaps."* 'Their kings, he adds, are now happy
{pirits, having merited heaven by thofe fiupen-
dous labours. In the treatife referred to above,
among other evidences of the probability of
his fuppofition, Mr. Chambers has inferted a
pafiage from M. Gentil, who remarked, in the
neighbourhood of Verapatnam, a fiatue of
granite, very hard and beautiful, probably of
many thoufand weight, but half funk in the
deep fand, and flanding, as it were, abandoned
in the midft of that extenfive plain. He ob-
ferved, “that it exaétly refembled Tue Som-
MoNacovoM, or principal ftone deity of the
* Siamefe, in the form of its liead, inits features,
and in the pofition of its arms; but that it bore
no fimilitude to the prefent idols of the Hin-
doos ; and, upon inquiry of the Tamulians, he
was conftantly informed, that it was the God
Booon, who was now no longer regarded,
fince the Brahmins had made themfelves

mafiers

® See Knvox's curious, amd, I believe, authentic, hiftarical account
of the iflahd of Ceylone ;. poblilhed ar Londan, 1681,

YOL. 11T. A
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mafters of the people’s faith.” The idol-deity,
reprefented by the Sommonacodom, was,
among the Siamefe, what Confucius was
among the Chinefe. His hiftory and the rites
of his religion are involved in the deepeft
gloom of mythology. According to the Balic
books, he was born of a father and mother who
had reigned in Ceylone, and feems himfelf to
have extended his wide jurifdi¢tion, both as a
king and as a prophet, not only over that
ifland, but over a great part of the Two pE-
NinNsuLnas. He was endowed with the moft
extraordinary firength and activity of body, to
overthrow deemons and giants in combat ; and,
by fevere mortification and intenfe piety, he
had arrived at the knowledge of the paft, pre-
Jent, and future. It is remarkable, however,
that the Brahmins, while they rejeéted the re-
ligious worfhip of Boopu, which, at prefent,
flourifhes in Ceylone and Siam, retained one
peculiar and agreeable appendage of that reli-
gion: “ the women, or female flaves, of the
idol.” Thefe, as we have before obferved,
“ are public women, devoted in infancy to
this profeffion by their parents, in gratitude |
for fome favour.obtained from the propitious
idol.” Thofe, who wifth for a farther account
of the doétrines and ceremonious rites of

Boopx,
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Booou, may be gratified by reading the dif-
fertation alluded to in the Afiatic Refearches ;
the account of Mr. Loubere,* envoy at
Siam, in 1687 ; and Mr. Knox's curious and
authentic hiftory of Ceylone.

But not merely in many of the rites-prac-
tifed, and the images venerated among the
Indians, have the firongeft features of refem-
blance between that nation and the Egyptians
been difcovered; it feems apparent, in the
very firucture of their moft ancient and mofi
hallowed pagodas. The templesof Egypt, in-
deed, are in general of a height and magni-
tude ftill more aftonithing; but, in their
figure, defign, and embellilhments, they are
ftrikingly fimilar. If the reader will confult
the pages of the celebrated Egyptian travel-
lers of the feventeenth century, attentively
confider their various relations, and accurately
infpect the engravings, exhibited by thofe
travellers, of its magnificent but mouldering
fhrines, he will find this affertion verified in a
manner equally pointed and furprifing.

In Mr. Gough'’s thort view of the ancient
monnments of India, which is accompanied
with neat etchings of the drawings of Nie-

buhr,

* A confiderable extralt, from this account of Loveiee and the
Jefuits, is inferted in Harris’s Voyages, vol, i, p. 465,
E 2
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buhr, whofe voluminous and expenfive publis
tations few have leifure to read or inclination
to purchafe, this prevailing correfpondency is
reprefented in a very forcible point of view.
“ Let us for a moment,” fays the ingenious
writer, “ form a comparifon between thefe

¢ Indian buildings and thofe of Egypt, on

which {fo much more defcription and drawing

. have been beftowed. Let us turn our eyes to

the fuperb temples of Luxor, of Medinet=
Habou, Efnay, and Edfy, and the palace of
Memnon, defcribed by Pococke and Norden,
and we {hall difcover a firiking refemblance,
even in the pillars, the ornaments, and the
reliefs. The temple of the ferpent Cnuphis,
in an ifland, called alfo anciently Elephan-
tina, is an oval building, fupported by pillars,
forming a cloifter or aifle. Similar to this is
that in the ancient ifland of Philaé. Inmoft
of thefe, are pillars fluted or cluftered, like
the Indian ones; and the focks on both fides
of the Nile are hollowed into grottoes, not
unlike the buildings which are raifed on the
furface of the defert plains. The fimilar firuc-
tures, which Mr. Norden defcribes in Nubia,
are on the fame plan; and, if we may judge
from the few reprefentations we have yet feen
of the famous pagoda of Chillambrum, on
the
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the Coromandel coaft, the refemblance ap-
proaches near to the Nubian and Fgyptian
temples.”* A French traveller of merit, how-
ever, whom I have frequently had ocecafion to
cite, having more recently journeyed over the
fame ground, I prefer the prefenting of Jis
defcription of the ruins of the temples of the
- Thebais to the reader: and he will himfelf,
perhaps, be more gratified by feeing the lateft
pollible account of that grand fepulchre of
ancient arts and fciences, Foypr.

1 1hall begin the few quotations I fhall make
from M. Savary, by fiating a very fingular
circumfiance ; a circumftance by no means the
leaft remarkable among thofe with which he
has made usacquainted: that the two branches
of the Nile, which form the traét called the
Delta, divide at the head of that Delia at
a place called Bary vr Bakani, or, the
Cow's Belly; and the reader, by referring back
to the preceding geographical treatife, will
obferve that the Ganges enters the region of
Hindoftan through the rock of Gaxcorrr,

or, the Cow-head Rock. Without hazard-

ing

® See a companative view of the ancient monuments of India, prib-
lithed by Mr. Nichols, in 1785, p. 15,

t Savary's Letters on Egypt, vol.i. p. 7. London edit, printed for
Robinfon.

EJ
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ing any decifion, or even venturing at prefent
to give an opinion, which of thefe countries
originally imparted its cuftoms and manners
thus remarkably correfpondent to the other, 1
cannot omit the prefent opportunity of men-
. tioning likewife another fiviking trait : that very
high eftimation in which, Herodotus* fays,
the plant of the Loros, which he emphatically
denominates the lily of the Nile, was, in an-
cient times, holden in Egypt, and which is ftifl
confidered as facred in India. Herodotus
flourithed in the fifth century before Chrift;
and M, Savary, who writes in the eighteenth
century of the Chriftian era, affirms, that it
is at this day regarded with the fame general
and decided preference to all other plants.—
He affirms the LoTos to be an aquatic plant,
peculiar to Egypt, and that it grows in riva-
lets and by the fide of lakes, * There are
two fpecies,” he obferves ; ** the one bearing a
white, the other a blueifh, flower. The calix
of the Loros blows like that of a large tulip,
diffufing a fweetnels like the fmell of the Lly.
The rivulets, near Damietta, are covered with
this majeftic flower, which rifes about two feet
above

= yide Herodoti, lib. & p 235, where the reader will find a

defcription of this beautifyl plnt; not very diffimilar from that of
Savary,
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above the water.”* The svcar-caNE too,
* it fhould be obferved, has been immemorially
cultivated in either country; and fome au-
thors, M. Savary informs us, aflert, that this
plant was brought from India to Egypt. e
himfelf, however, is inclined to think, tlrat
only the method of cultivating it was brought
thence : the fugar-cane appears to him to be
amative of a country which produces many
fpecies of reeds, and where it grows wild, while
its very name of cassan, or reed, which it fiill
bears, firongly corroborates his opinion. That
the Indians early tultivated the fugar-cane,
though they underfiood nothing of preparing
it like the moderns, but only collected the
exuded balfam, may be proved from Pliny ;4
and, that they muft have had it in abundance,
will be hereafter evinced from the very curious
and novel circumilance, with which the follow-
ing hifiory will more particularly acquaint the
reader, of an ancient king of India filling up
the ditch of a befieged city with the large
ftalks of this plant. I need not cite any author
- to prove fo notorious a fact, as that vEGETA-
pEs anciently conftituted the principal food
of
* Savary, vol. i. p.8.

4 Saccarum et Arabia fert; fed landatins India.  Plinii, Nat
Hift. cap, xii. p.g6s.  Aldi edit. '
' E 4
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of the Egyptians, as M. Savary and others
acquaint us is the cafe at this day. Now
vegetables, it will be remembered, form the
principal fuftenance of three out of the four
great tribes of India. The priefts of Egypt
had a sACRED SACERDOTAL LANGUAGE and
hieroglyphic character, the ufe of which was
forbidden to the vulgar. The Brahmins have
A SACRED LANGUAGE, which they call Dg-
vANAGARL* a word compounded of Deva,
divine, and Nagari, a cify ; and this language
is believed to have been revealed from heaven
to thofe fages, by the divinity of India, in the
fame manner as the elements of the facer-
dotal language of Egypt were fuppofed to be
imparted by the elder HErmes. The Indians,
according to Mr. Halhed -} and others, as we .
ihall fee hereafter, are divided into four great
CcASTS, and one inferior tribe, called BURREN
Sunker. Diodorus Siculus} informs us, that
the Egyptians likewife were divided into r1ve
SEPARATE TRIBES, of which the firft in order
was the facerdotal. The asrurions of the
FEgyptians were innumerable, if we may be-
lieve Herodotus :§ and I may here, with pe-

culiar

* Sir William Jones, in the Afiatic Refearches, vol. i. p. 423
+ Halhed's Preface to the Code, p. 49, quarto edit.

1 Diodori Siculi, lib. i. p. 67, €8, edit, Rhodomani.
§ Herodoti, lib. iis p, 316, edit, Stephan. 1592,
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culiar propriety, repeat that the cow and the
serpeNT were equally vencrated in both
countries. - But, in treating of the AvaTass,
having devoted a few pages to the confidera-
tion of what Father Bouchet has aflerted, in
the Lettres Edifiantes, that the Indians had
lorrowed moft of their fuperititious ceremo-
ries from the Hebrews and Fgyptians, I fhall
no longer detain the reader from the con-
templation of thofe mafly fabrics, the tem-
ples of Egypt. The confiruction and orna-
ments of thefe temples he will be naturally
led to compare with thofe of India, and form
that deduétion, as to the original defigners,
which he may think moft reconcileable to
reafon and probability.

Let us then, attentive to the advice of Mr,
Gough, once more turn the eye of admiration
to thevaft plain of Fgypt; and, after furvey-
ing ‘with filent aftonifhment the mafly frag-
ments of rock of which the pyramids are
compofed, as well as learning their exact
dimenfions from the accurate geometrician
Mr. Greaves, let us again, with Norden and
Pococke, afcend the more elevated region of
the Thebais. We have already, with thofe
travellers, explored the facred caverns in which

the ancient Cuthite devotion of Egypt, a de-
votion

[ ]
]

R T — e
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votion of gloom and melancholy,was practifid ;
we have already pcuetrated with them [nto
the fepulchral grottoes in which her departed
monarchs lie entombed ; let us now vifit the
auguft palaces in which thofe monarchs, wher
living, fwayed the imperial fceptre; and the
fuperb fanes, to this day glittering with goll
and azure, in which the deities of Egypt wete
daily honoured with odoriferous incenfe and
the moft coftly oblations. To the more am-
ple defcription of thofe celebrated travellers
I fhall add the curfory remarks of two recent
travellers, M. Volney and M. Savary; the
former of whom has with a bold and judicious
pencil drawn the manners and genius of the
people, while the other, with a pencil equally
mafterly, has fketched out the remains of her
ancient grandeur, and brought them to ouf
view in all the warmth of colouring which
was natural to a man of genius and feeling,
and which apathy and ignorance unjuftly
confider as too gaudy and exaggerated. On
fuch -a fubject, we may venture to fay, no
colouring can be too vivid, no language too
animated, fince all that the moft glowing
painting can delineate, and all that the moft
tervid eloquence deferibe, mufi come far fhort

of the truth.
This
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. This review, however, of the remaining
monuments of the ancient grandeur of Egypt
cannot fail of exciting in us mingled fenfa-
tions of exqjuifite delight and pungent forrow.
Of thefe monuments the more majeftic and
fiupendous will probably remain, to the lateft
pofierity, fublime teftimonies of the ingenui-
ty, the patience, and perfeverance, of their
original fabricators.  Of the temples lefs con-
fpicuous for magnitude and more diftinguifh-
ed by beauty than grandeur, many lic at pre-
fent overwhelmed amidfi the mountains of
fand and rubbifh that {furround them ; many
more are daily crumbling into duft; and, in
a few revolving centuries, by far the greater
portion of them, from the united ravages of
time and the barbarians, will undoubtedly be
buried in the fame profound oblivion which
has obfcured the arts, the fciences, and the
* genius, of the renowned progeny of Mizraim.

From the prefent defolated ftate of Egypt,
as well as from the numerous perils and ob-
ftructions that inevitably await the adventn-
rous traveller, who would explore the Thebais,
the modern account of M. Savary may pof-
fibly be among the laft which this age may re-
ceive of a country at prefent bowed down be-
neath the iron hand of remorfelefs defpotifm

and
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and worfe than Gothic ignorance: a country,
from which the suw, the great Osir1s, once
fo univerfally adored throughout its limits;
the sun, once fo triumphant a witnefs of the
prowefs and the {plendour of his favoured race,
(if that sun were in reality the ANIMATED 1¥-
TELLIGENCE their frantic fuperftition piclured
him,) would avert his abhorrent beam, and
leave the groveling and fpiritlefs defcendents
of the ancient Egyptians in endlefs darknefs.
Who, indeed, that is fired with the love of li-
berty and {cience, can without indignation be-
hold the fuperb temples and auguft palaces of
the Thebais converted into hovels for cattle,
full of dung and filth, and the ftately and
beautiful columns of marble, brought from the
quarriesof SYENEto adorn them, daily carried
away by the Arabs, or fawed into pieces to
make mill-ftones 7 Who, that refleéts upon
the aftonifhing population and unbounded
~ plenty which in happier ages diftinguithed the
celebrated and fertile valley, whence the light
of fcience was diffufed through Greece, and
from Greece through all the European world,
can, without a figh of generous anguifh, read,
in M. Volney’s interefting narrative, that it is
at this day alternately ravaged by famine and
pefiilence ; the groves of olive, where philofo-
1 phy
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pliy onee flourifhed in meridian pride, gleam-
ing with the arms of fierce warriors; and the
beautiful banks of the Nile, where the love-
lieft flowers ufed to bloflom, and where foft
mufic warbled to the found of the vibrating
oar, crimfoned with the blood of the inhabi-
tant, and echoing with the fhricks of delpair
and death? It would now be all in vain that
the ftar of the Nile,® the watchful Sirius,
from his lofty fiation in the fkies, fhould pro-
claim to the pining natives the commence-
ment of the ¥eEw YEAR, that year, once
ufhered in with dance and fong, but now,
alas! to be begun with anguith, and toiled
through in fucceflive feenes of fuffering and
calamity: that year, in which they are
doomed to tend for others the reddening
grain, and cultivate the luxurious date with-
out enjoying its refrefhing produce.
Fufebius acquaints ust that the Egyptians
afferted they were the moft ancient nation of

the earth, and that, from the temperance of
their

® The Egyptians émphatically called this ftar the BARKER, 3 well
from its more common name the dog-flar, a¢ from its being the faith-
ful centinel, whafe appearance gave nutice that the wEW YEAR was
begun, ever confidered 23 2 feafon of high feitivity.

+ Vide Eufcbius de Preparatione Evangefica, lib, ii. cap, x. p. 16,
i the Latin edition of his works, 1631,
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their climate and the great fertility produced
by the annual inundations of the river Nile,
the region inhabited by them was the moft
proper country to be the nurfing mother of
the human race. With whatlittle foundation
in truth this affertion was made will hereafter,
I truft, be made fufficiently evident, when,
in the firft volume of my hiftory, I fhall con-
fider the various and rival claims to prece-
dence, in point of antiquity, of all the Orien-
‘tal nations. For the prefent it may be fuffi-
cient to remark, that a country, annually
overflowed, could never have been the moft
convenient refidence for the human race in
infancy, who muft neceflarily be without a
knowledge of the arts neceflary to check the
incurfion of the water, and without the be-
nefits of experience to guard againft the re-
petition of its ravages. The firft defcending
~ inundation would probably have fwept away
a third part of the inhabitants, while a fecond
bade fair to annihilate their rifing colony.
This affertion too is dire¢tly contrary to their
account of the gradual accumulation of fand
and mud neceflary to conftitute the Delta,
upon the number of years neceffary to the
formation of which they advanced one argu-

ment in favour of the high antiquity both of
' the
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the earth and of themfelves. But whether
that Delta were in reality formed after the
manner ftated in Herodotus, by which it
would appear that the world was eighteen
thoufand years old, is a point that will admit
of great difpute, and, in fuct, has been the
fubject of warm contention between the two
lateft travellers in Egypt, M. Volney and
M. Savary, whofe refpective opinions on this
fubject, fo connected as it is with that of the
DerTas, natural phenomena of a kindred
kind and origin in India, formed at the mouths
of the Ganges and Indus, it will be my bufinefs
to fiate fomewhat at large hereafter.

To what I have already obferved, from the
prefident of the Afiatic Society, relative to

- the name of the Nile, I muft here be permit-

ted to add, that this feems by no means to
have been the moit ancient appellation of the .
river of Egypt, for, it is a fact, equally wons
dertul and true, that Homer, the moft ve-
nerable of poets, and in whofe fublime work
D’Anyille affirms are traced the firft and trueft
outlines of ancient geography, never once
mentions that river by the name of Nedeg, but
conftantly by that of Agurra, the river Agyp-
tus. Iad the river of Egypt been then com-
monly known in Greece by the former name,

it
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it is realonable to think Homer would not
have negleéted to ufe the appellation. The
term Aeyptus itlelf is, by fome learned ety-
mologifts, derived from the primary root Cop-
tos, with aiz, the Greek word for country,

prefixed. From coptus, the land of the
Copts, AEgyptus might eafily be formed ; and
that this derivation is not entirely fanciful is
evident from Coptos, being a name which is,

to this day, retained by a moft ancient city of

the Thebais: poflibly, in the moft early pe-

riods, the capital of the ancient Coptie race,
who gave their name to the river upon whofe
banks they dwelt.* Its native appellation of

Nile is fuppoled to have been derived from

Nilus, the firft king of that name, and the

feventh of the Diofpolitan dynafty of Egyp-
tian kings. Nivnus flourithed a little before
the taking of Troy, and is faid, by Diodorus

Siculus, to have made feveral ample canals
as refervoirs for its waters: but, it is more’
probable, that this king derived his name
from Nihal, which, in Coptic, fignifies Tue
RIVER, than the river from him. It was va-

rionfly called, by the Greek hiftorians, ' Qxeaves,

‘Meags, Eipe, and it is very remarkable that
mott of thefe names fignify, not blue, as might

- feem

® B¢ Jackfn's Chronol, Antig, vol, ii. p: 208
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feem from Sir William's Sanfcreet derivation;
~ but black; black being the colour equally be-
longing to the water and the foil. 'Fhe coun-
try itfelf was likewife called X7ua, not fo
muech from Ham, or Cham, whofe pofterity |
peopled it, as, if Plutarch may be credited,*
from the blacknefs of the foil peculiar to Up-
per Egypt, refembling the fight of the eye,
which, in Coptic, they denominated by a term
fimilar to the Greek Chemia. Hence we read,
in Stephanus Byzantinus upon this word, that
Egypt was fometimes called ‘Eguoyupucs, the
black country of Hermes, or Mercury ; that
is, the Indian Boodh.

Of thofe fitupendous erections, the three
greater pyramids, thofe audacia faza pyram-
dum, as they are called by Statius,§- erected in
the Libyan Egypt, near Memphis, in a region
now called Geza ; of the wras in which they
were fabricated ; and of the purpofes for which
‘they were originally intended ; fo much has al-
ready becn written by our own countrymen,
Pococke and Greaves, by the ingenious Nor-
den, and the whole body of French travellers,
thatit would bean unpardonableintrufion upon
the time of my readers, as well as foreign to the

more

* Vide Plutarchde Ifide et Ofiride, p. 364
1 Stat. Lib, v. Sylv. 3.

VOL. III. F
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more immediate purpofe of this publicationy
which is principally to compare the features of
the national architeéture, and examine the
hierogly phic mythology whicl_1 decorates their
buildings, to enter into any very extended de-
feription beyond that of the dimenfions of
cach, and the magnitude of fome of the mafly
{iones which compofe them. Of the furft and
grand pyramid, afierted by Herodotus and
Diodorus Siculus to have been built byCheops,
the eighth monarch of the twentieth dynaity
of Iigyptian kings, denominated Diofpolitan,
from their capital of Diofpolis in Upper
Egypt, about eleven hundred years before
Chrift, the dimenfions, according to the au-
thors juft cited, are as follows. Herodotus
allerts of this enormous mafs of ftone, that
each fide of the bafe, on which it flands, ex-
tended eight hundred feet; that its altitude
from that bafe to the fummit was the fame
number of feet. and that each fione, which
compofed the building, was no lefs than thirty
feet in length. Herodotus farther learned
from the Egyptian priefls, from whom his
aceount was taken, that, during the whole
period of twenty years, which were confumed
in the ere¢tion of it, four hundred thoufand
men were conftantly employed, one hundred

A thoufand
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“thoufand mien fucceeding each other in alter-
nate rotation every three months; that the
expence in onions, parfley, and garlic, for the
“Jabourers alone, amounted to 1600 talents of
filver; and that this account was engraved
in large Egyptian letters upon the pyramid
itfelf. Diodorus Siculus fiates the length of
each fide of the bafe at feven hundred feet,
and the height at no more than fix hundred
feet : the fquare on the {ummit he deferibes
as fix cubits. He relates that it was fituated
120 furlongs, or fifteen miles, diftant from
Memphis, and 45 furlongs, about fix miles, .
diftant from the Nile.

Of thefe two relations, the latter; by Dio-
dorus Siculus, feems to be far more confonant
to that of the accurate Mr: Greaves than that
of Herodotus ; for, that profound geomeétri-
cian, on meafuring the altitude of it in the
year 1638, found its perpendicular height to
be 499 Englifh feet, and the length of the
fides he found to be 693 feet. Mr. Greaves
imputes the great diffimilitude between his
own account and that of Herodotus to the
difference between the Grecian and the Eng-
lifh feet; but alfo adds, that, “in his own
judgement, the relation of Diodorus comes
neareft to the truth.” He defcribes the fum-
3 F2 mit
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mit as terminating, “notin a point, like true
mathematical pyramids, but in a little flat,
or fquare,” though it appears no more than-
a point from below, which fquare, “ by his
own meafure, is thirteen feet, and 280 of
1000 parts of the Englifh foot.” This par-
ticular = ftatement exhibits a remarkable
proof of the correétnefs of this traveller’s
obfervations. “ Upon this flat,” he adds,
“if we affent to the opinion of Proclus upon
the Timzeus of Plato, it may be fuppofed that
the Fgyptian priefts made their obfervations
in aftronomy ; and that hence or near this
place they firft difcovered, by the rifing of Si-
rius, their ANNUS xuuxos, Or CANICULARIS, as
alfo their PERTODUS SOTHIACUS, O ANNUS.
MAGNUS xuvind;, Or ANNUS HELIACUS, OF AN~
~Nus Dz1, as it is termed by Cenforinus, con-
fifting of 1460 fiderial  years, in which {pace
their Thoth vagum et firum came to have the
fame begmnmg ”# In a.hafty citation of this
author, from memory only, in a preceding
page, I have been guilty of an error in aferib-
mg thefe fentiments to Greaves which. are
quoted from. Proclus.f- The opinion of Mr.
Greaves

* See Greaves's Works, vol. i. p. 100, ubi fupra,

1 See the preceding volume, p. 329.
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Greaves is not entirely coincident with that
of Proclus; but Mr. Greaves, though a pro-
found aftronomer, was lefs acquainted than
his author with the aftronomical theology of
the ancients. Mr. Greaves inclines to think
that the pyramids were fepulchres rather
than aftronomical obfervatories, or temples
to the Deity: « for to what purpofe,” he
“obferves, “ {hould the priefts, with fo much
difficulty, afcend {o high, when, below, with
more eafe and as much certainty, they might,
from their own lodgings, hewn in the rock
upon which the pyramids were erected, make
the fame obfervations ?” But that fome mo-
tives, either of a religious or a philofophical
kind, {wayed the mind of thofe who ereéted
the pyramids, is evident from the very mode
of their fabrication, with regular fteps “ run-
ning round the pyramid in a level line, and
making a long, but narrow, walk, by which,
as by fo many ftairs, the fummit may be gra-
dually afcended ;” that fammit not ending in
a pyramidal point, but forming a flat {quare
more than thirteen feet in breadth. -
If I might be permitted to offer an opinion
upon a fubject, concerning which the learned
have been fo greatly divided in fentiment, 1
fhould be induced, by the following circum-
F3 ftances,

- = .7
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ftances, to conceive the ufe to which they
were anciently applied to have been threefold,
and to confider them at once as Tomss,
TEMPLES, and opsErvaTories, If it could
be proved beyond all doubt that the Egyp-
tian pyramids were folely intended by their
fabricators for tombs, the argument would by
no means tend to difprove they-were tem-
ples, or not ufed as obfervatories. It is un-
peceffary for me to repeat in this place, that
the deitics, honoured in the Pagan world,
were not originally adoved in temples raifed
by the labour of man, but on the fummits of
hills and in the recefles of facred caverns.
According to fome of the moft efteemed au-
thors of claffical antiquity, the firfi temples
ever erected upon earth, were fepulchral mo-
numents, in which faered rites were per-
formed in honour of the memory of thofe
whom the blind admiration and flavith obe-
dience of their fubjects exalted, when dead,
to the rank of deities. As, by a ftrain of
unmanly flattery, too general even at this
day through all the Oriental world, they had
compared them, when living, to the brighteft
of the heavenly hoft, and even diftinguifhed
them by their names; fo, when entombed,
they paid to them the honours conferred by

their
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their ahject fuperftition upon the planetary
train. But as the planet, by far the moft
glorious and confpicuous of them all, was the
suxn, and as it was cuftomary to reprefent
him by pyramids and obelifks, the fepul-
chral monument likewife affumed the pyras
midal form, a form which brought at once to -
their minds the deity himfelf and the deified
mortal. Theology and aftronomy, I have ob-
ferved, were, in thofe days, fifter {ciences;
and, under the double imprefiion of their in-
fluence, it was natural for the ancients to
make their facred edifices ufeful to the culti-
vation of their darling fcience. It was natural -
for them to obferve with more fixed and en- .
thufiaftic attention, as well as to-adore with
more intenfe fervor, the folar deity on the
elevated apex of that temple, which was at
once erected to his honour, and bore imprefied
the facred form of his own majeftic beam.
Concerning the dimenfions of the exterior
fiones that conftitute this pyramid, though
Mr. Greaves fays he can by no means agree
with Herodotus' and Pomponius Mela, who
make the leaft fione in it to be thirty feet in
magnitude, yet he is willing to allow all the
ftones to be of that dimenfion, if we may be al-
lowed to underftand thofe words in the fenfe of
F 4 thirty
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thirty cubical feet, fince many of them are of
a fize full greater than even that enormous
proportion.  Concerning thofe of the ftones
which form the interior region of this pyra-
mid, efpecially of that folitary and folemn
chamber in the dark bofom of ‘this fiony re-
cefs, his own relation is too interefting to be
abridged. “ This rich and fpacious apart-
ment, in which art may feem to have con-
tended with nature, the curious work: being
not inferior to the rich materials, is formed
in the heart and eentre of the pyramid, equi-
diftant on all the fides, and almoft in the
midft between the bafis and the fummit. The
fioor, the fides, the roof, of it are all made
of vaft and exquifite tables of Thebaic marble, -
which, if they were not veiled and obfcured
by the fteam of tapers, would appear glifter-
ing and fhining. The ftones which eover this
place are of a firange and fiupendous length,
like fo many huge beams lying flat and traver-
fing the room, and withal fupporting that in-
finite mafs and weight of the pyramid ahove.”*
TLe room itfelf Mr. Greaves defcribes as ex-
ceeding in length thirty-four Englifh feet, the
confequent length of thofe amazing flabs that
form the ceiling; the breadth of it as feven-

teen
* See Greayes’s Wosks, vol. i. p. 126,
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teen feet ; and the height as nineteen feet and
a half.

There is a novel and cxcecdmg]_}' curious
obfervation, in regard to this pyramid, made
by the French traveller, M. Maillet, who vi-
fited it no lefs than forty times, to obtain com-
plete information concerning its form and de-
fien, and who has given the beft defeription
of it extant, This gentleman, after affent-
ing to the general conjecture, that it was ori-
ginally mtended for the fepulchre of Cheops,
orfome other molt ancient fovereign of Egypt,
gives it as his decided opinion, that, according
to a barbarous cuftom in the Oriental world,
of the prevalency of which I have exhibited fo
many liriking inflances among the Indian ra-
jahs and Tartar monarchs, with that fove-
reign, whofoever he might bave been, other
human beingswere ENTOMBED ALIVE; and,in
fupport of this opinion, he advances the fol-
lowing facts. Exaétly in the centre of the
chamher, according to M. Maillet's accurate
furvey, * are two cavities oppofite to each
other, three feet and a half above the floor.
The one turning to the north is a foot in
width, eight mehes in height, and runs, in a
right angle, to the outfide of the pyramid :
this cavity is now ftopped up with fiones five

or
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or fix feet from its mouth. The other, cut
towards the eaft, the fame diftance from the
floor, is perfectly round, and wide enough to
yeceive the two filts of a man; it enlarges at
firft to a foot in diameter, and lofes itfelf as it
defcends towards the bottom of the pyramid.”#
The former of thefe cavaties he conjectures to
have been intended as a kind of canal for the
conveyance of air, food, and fuch other ne-
cefiaries to the milerable beings, inclofed with
“the corpfe of their monarch, as long as life
remained to them ; and he makes no doubt
but they were provided with a long cafe, pro-
portioned to the fize of the cavity, with a
cord affixed to each end of it, by which it was
drawn in by-the perfons incarcerated, and,
when emptied of its contents, drawn back by
thofe who fupplied their neceflities from with-
ount. Each of thefe victims he fuppofes to
have been provided with a eoffin to contain
his carpfe, and that they fucceffively rendered
this laft fad duty to each other till only one
remained, who muft neceflarily want the be-
nefit of the pious boon conferred by him on
his deceafed companions. The other cavity
on the eaft, which defeended down towards
the

® See the whele sccount of M, Maillet inferred in Savary “ﬂ
EBopty vel. bop-si4,
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“the bottom of the pyramid, he prefomes was
meant for the paflage of excrements and other
filth, which fell into fome deecp place made
for the purpofe of receiving them. This deep
place he would gladly have explored ; and,
had he found any thing like it on the outfide,
correfponding with the oblong cavity within,
he tells us he fhould have confidered it asan
irrefragable teftimony of his hypothefis. DBut
from making this fearch he was prevented by
the fear of giving wmbrage or exciting alarm
in the jealous Arabian governors of the coun-
try, whofe myrmidons always narrowly watch
the motions of Europeans; thofe inquifitive
Europeans whom they fuppofe to be guided
lefs by harmlefs curiofity, than urged by in-
fatiable avarice in queft of concealed trea-
fures, and whom they fufpect to be armed
with talifmans of tremendous power to tear 1t
from its dark recefs in the bofom of the earth.

The whole of this relation is confiftent with
probability, and conformable to the manners
of thofe remote @ras. Whether or not, how-
ever, there be any truth in the conjecture of
the fovereign’s attendants being interred with
him, this at leaft 1s evident, from the circums
flances enumerated of the paffages for the ad-
miffion of frefh air and other neceflaries, that

officiating
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officiating pne.ﬁs attended in this chamber,
made facred by the aflies of the dead, and
performed folemn rites in honour of the de-
ceafed. We have read that, in India, cakes
~and water were offered to the dead, without
which offerings the ghoft of the defunct wan-
dered forrowful and unappeafed. Even the
diftant apprehenfion of wanting this pofthu-

mous blefling thrilled with horror the foul of

the Indian fovereign Dufhmanta.® 1t is more
than pofiible, from the early intimacy of the
two nations, that fimilar fentiments pervaded
the breaft of the Egyptian monarchs, and that
priefis, either entombed for life or having ac-
cels to the centre of the pyramid by fome fe-
cret paffage now unknown, in alternate fuecef-
fion took up there their folitary abode, attended
to pay the funeral rites, to watch the embalm-
ed corple, and light anew the expiring taper.
This will account for the well whick brought
into the pyramid the waters of the Nile, equal-
ly confecrated with thofe of the Ganges, the
fecret paflage near that well; and the houfes
of the priefts adjoining the pyramid, which
have heen minutely deferibed, in a former
page, from Mr. Greaves, For what reafon,
indeed, flould there be houfesof the priefis ad-

_]Ullljﬂ"",_

.. % See, of this volume, part i and pu 19
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joining, unlefs the pyramid, although origi-"
nally erected for a tomb, were not occafionally
ufed as a temple, a temple probably in which
the moft profound arcana of the Egyptian
theology were laid open to the initiated, and
the moft gloomy orgies anciently celebrated,
propitiatory of malignant deemons and ftained
with human blood. Every remnant, however,
of a fkeleton has for ages mouldered away,
and, together with that which contained 1it,
has long ago been reduced to its original duft.
It is difficult to conceive that what is called
the farcophagus could ever have contained a
human body, fince the farcophagi of the
Egyptians were always placed erect, and never
laid flat: nor, as Mr. Bryant has judicioudly
obferved, is there,any one inftance upon re-
cord of an Fgyptian being entombed in this
manner. 1t was, therefore, a ciftern to con-
tain the water of purification,* brought from
the adjoining Nile, a river, which in Egypt
was holden in a light equally facred as was
the Ganges in Hindoftan, whofe waters are
conveyed to the moft diftant regions of that
country, and into whofe ftream the expiring
Hindoo ‘plunges, in the rapturous hope of
| gliding

® See Mr. Bryant’s Analyfis, vol. iil. p. 530, and Dr. Shaw's
Trayels, p. 70, ;
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gliding into paradife through its confecrated
wave. |
The fecond of thefe enormous pyramidal
fabrics was, according to Herodotus, erected
by Chephren, the. brother of Cheops, about
fifty years after the former, and Diodorus
Siculus ftates each fide of the bafe at fix
hundred feet, which is one hundred feet lefs
than the lateral dimenfions of that pyramid.
Mr. Greaves, however, found them both, in
point of height and latitude, to be nearly equal.
The third pyramid, afferted by Herodotus to
have been the fabrication of the fon of Cheops,
towards the clofe of ‘the eleventh century be-
fore Chrift, is very confiderably fmaller than
either of the foregoing. As the firft has been
fo minutely deferibed, there is no occafion for
entering into any enumeration of particulars
relative to the two latter, into the internal
regions of which no vifible entrance has ever -
yet been difcovered by human fagacity.
- The refult of this inveftigation is, that, in
the general form of their conftruétion, in the
mafly ftones that compofe them, and in the
purpofées to which they were applied, a
firiking fimilarity between thefe lofty Agyptian
edifices and the more ancient pagodas of India,
which, we have obferved, univerfally affume
the
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the pyramidal figure, prevails throughout.
The obfervation holds equally true of the
Egyptian, as of the Indian, temples, that
they are conftructed with fuch mathematical
precifion, as that their fides correfpond with
the FOUR CARDINAL POINTS OF THE WORLD
and, it fhould be remembered, that, in the
infeription on the furface of the grand pyra-
‘mid, as before related from Herodotus, we
have an additional and inconteftible proof,
that, as well in the moft remote as in the
more recent ages, the food of the native
Egyptians and of the Indians confified of
A VEGETABLE DIET.
" Before we quit the pyramids, I muft be
permitted to make one reflection, to which
indeed I fhall not at prefent fubjoin any
additional obfervations, but the confideration
of which will finally be of the utmoft im-
portance in fumming up the evidence relative
to this comparative parallel of the antiquities
of Egypt and India, deduced from the exa-
mination of their proficiency in architectural
knowledge and cultivation of the arts and
languages in general. Onno part of the three
great pyramids, internal or external, does
there appear the leaft fign of thofe hierogly-
phic feulptures which fo confpicuouily and
fo
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fo totally cover the temples, the obelifks; and
coloffal fiatues, of Upper Eaypt. This ex-
hibits demonftrative proof, that, at the period
of the conftruction of thofe mafies, that kind
of hieroglyphic decoration was not invented :
for, had that facerdotal character been then
formed, they would undoubtedly not hLave
been defiitute of them. 'The pyramids were,
therefore, fabricated in wras far more remote

than thofe afligned them by Herodotus and

Diodorus Siculus; iu the very infancy and
dawn of fcience, when as yet poflibly mankind
knew not how to form the arched and pon-
derous roof, or to fupport that roof with
graceful columns.  Let human pride be
humbled by the reflection, that {fome’ of the
moft ftupendous prodigies in architeéture of
the ancients owed their origin to their igno-
rance. Had they known that water would
rife nearly to the fame elevation as that
from which it falls, thofe amazing produc-
tions of human labour, the aqueducis, would
never have excited at once the afionifh-
ment - and admiration of their wifer pof=
The prodigious dimenfions of the spruyxx
have already engaged our attention. It exhi-
bits another firiking proof how eager the an-
cients

— -
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gients were to grafp at that kind of immorfa-
lity which enormous fiructures of a fepul-
chral kind beftow on their vain fabricators;
for, according to Pliny,* it was the tomb of

King Amafis, Travellers have difcovered in |
the back part of the huge rock, out of which
it is excavated, an opening into a cavern, or
maufolenm, of proportions adequate to the
magnitude of its external appearance. 'This
notion of conftruéting tombs of a vaft fize, and
at the fame time inacceffible, wasin particular
connected with the theology of the ancient
- Bgyptians; who were of opinion, that, as
long as the body could be preferved perfect,
the foul, of the tranfimigration of which they
were firenuous believers, deferted not its for-
mer companion during the period of its
own fojourning amidft the inferior fpheres.
Though they knew its vital energy had ceafed
to animate the various members, yet they
fondly flattered themfelves that it continued
hovering as a faithful gnardian round its for-
mer habltatlon, and, at length, reluctantly
left the mouldering clay. The foul, after this
defertion of its ancient comrade, continued
its extenfive circuit in the fucceflive ani~
mation of various other forms, terreftrial,

® Plinii Nat, Hift. lib. xxxvi, cap. t3,
VOL, IIL G aquatic,
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aquatic, and swtherial, and, according -to
Herodotus, finally finilhed its wanderings in
the fpace of three thoufand years.#®
In this comparative retrofpect upon the
ancient works of the Bgyptians and the In-
dians, the lurprifing dimenfions of the grand
artificial lake, built by Meeris, and diftin-
guilhed by his name, ought not to be pafied
by entirely unnoticed. Herodotus, poflibly:
taking into his account the whole extent of
that valt valley at this day called Baser-
Berrosman, or the Sea without water, {tates
the whole circunference of this lake.at 450
miles. The modern fiatement of Pococke,
“who gives its dimeniions as 50 miles long and
10 broad, is, however, far more probable,
and a lake of fuch extent might furely be.
fufficient to confer immortality on one.fo-
vereign. Many of the ancient refervoirs in
India, fabricated to receive the waters of the
Ganges, and other great rivers, at the period
of the annual inundations, are of a magni-
tude fearcely lefs aftonifhing, while thofe of
wnferior fize and more recent date arve finifhed
in a fiyle of execution equally wonderful, be-
ing flanked with freeftone, and having regu-
lar ﬁcps defcending into the capacious bafon.
fﬂlﬂj’

* See Iitmdﬂtuh lib. H. p. 250
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They are numerous in every part of India,
but more particularly in the Peninfula, and
are adapted both to political and pious pur-
pofes. ’

From ranging the valley of the Delta, and
from furveying its prodigies, let us afeend to
the contemplation of the magnificent edi-
fices that adom the regions of the Thebais.
Paffing by Memphis, once fo famous for the
worlhip of the god-bull Arts, but of which
fearcely any apparent ruins remain to mark
the difputed fpot, let us attend to that moft
extenfive and fumptuous firucture, where
painting, feulpture, and aftronomical feience,
united their powers to adom the fuperb fepul-
c¢hral temple of Ofymandes, near Thebes.
Ofymandes was one of the moft ancient kings
of Thebes, and, like many other Egyptian
fovereigns of remote antiquity, has been often
confounded with the great Ofiris. ¥t will be
of more importance to deferibe the temple
itfelf, than to engage in any ufelefs difquifi-
tion concerning the fabricator. This auguft
building is the moft perfect of all thofe of the
great Diofpolis, or ancient Thebes, at prefent
denominated Luxorein, or Luxore. The ac-
dount given of it by Diodorus Siculus is very
minute, but too long for entire infertion, ef~

; G 2 pecially
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pecially as it is my intention to illuftrate that
account by the additional obfervations of
Pococke and Norden. The entrance into it
was through a grand pyramidal gateway, two
hundred feet in length, and fixty-two feet and
a half in height, which latter proportion Po-
cocke thinks is far under-rated by Diodorus,
fince they are even at prefent fifty-four feet
above ground; and, from the great drift of
fand, by which fome colofial {tatues near it are
half-buried, he is of opinion they mufi have
funk more than eight feet and a half. This
ancient temple itfelf, inftead of being built in
the pyramidal ftyle, confifted, like fome of the
Indian pagodas, of a variety of courts and -
inclofures, one within the other; and,.in
particular, a grand colonnade of f{ione is men=

‘tioned, every fide of which extended 400 feet.

in length. Inftead of pillars, according to
that claffic, the fabric was fupported by ¢o-,
loflal figures of animals, each compofed of a -
fingle ftone, and carved in an antique fiyle.
He adds, what cannot fail to fill the reader
with aftonifhment at the fkill of the Egyptian
architeéts, * that the whole roof was contract-
ed into the breadth of eight cubits, was all
one fingle fione, and fpangled with ftars on a
{ky-coloured ground.” In the interior re~

3 3 - cefles
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‘cefles were other courts, all the walls of which
were covered with feulptures; fome reprefent-
ing the warlike feats of this great prince,
who, in reality, was no other than Sefoftris ;
fome of venerable perfonages, arrayed in the
enfigns of juftice, like thofe deferibed by
“Mr. Hunter in the caverns of Elephanta, and
yeady to exceute judgment upon the atten-
dant criminals ; others again performing fa-
crifice to the numerous gods of Egypt, dif-
tinguithed by their refpective {fymbols. In
the centre of thefe courts were ftatues of a
gigantic fize, one of which reprefented Ofy-
mandes himfelf, diftinguithed by this inferip-
tion : * I am Ofymandes, king of kings, If
_any one fhould be defirous of knowing what
Kind of a prince I am, and where I lie, let
him excel my exploits!” Around this prin-
cipal ftatue were other coloflul figures, his
fuppofed relatives, in various attitudes. But
what conferred on this fumptuous temple ifs
greateft celebrity, was the vaft circle of
wrought gold, a cubit in thicknefs, and 965
gubits in circumference, denoting the days of
the improved year, on which were marked the
heliacal rifings and fettings of the fiars for
every day of that year, with the confequent
AL AN o3 - prog-
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prognoftications of the Egyptian aftrologers,*
This circumftance I have elfewhere urged as a
remarkable proof of the early and deep profi-
ciency of the Egyptians in aftronomy, fince
the temple of Ofymandes is afferted by Scali-
ger on Herodotus to have been erected by
Sefofiris, after Lis Bactrian expedition, defig-
nated among thofe feulptures, thirteen hun-
dred years at leaft before the Chriftian sera,
This great golden circle was carried away by
Cambyfes, when he ravaged Egypt and flew
the god Apis, in the fixth century before the
commencement of that @ra ; and Mr. Norden
declares, * that, at the period of his vifit to
this temple, in 1738, there fiill appeared to
be the mark where that circle was fixed.j:
Diodorus informs us, that the whole of this
grand edifice extended one mile and a quarter
in circumference; and a plan of the whole,
with defigns of particular parts, may be
feen in the 4oth plate in Dr. Pococke’s
Egypt. -

Thus fuperb, thus magnificent, was the
lepulchral temple of a DpEIFIED MomrTAL
Let us turn our eye to yonder fiill wmore

amazing
* Diod. Sic. lib; . p. 45, ot preced. . -
t Nordea’s Travels in Egypt and Nabia, vol. ii. p. 65
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amazing pile of ruins, and mark, amidft
mountains of fubverted columns and colof-
fal ftatues overthrown, with what profufion
of coft and pomp the ancient Thebans adorn-
ed the temple of DeITY ITSELF. The moft
ancient of the four temples that adorned
Thebes was indeed aftonithingly fuperb, and
worthy of the city which Homer calls éxarop-
muros, or poflefling a hundred portals ; that
- celebrated city

Which fpread her conquefts o’er a thoufand ftates,
And pour'd her herocs through a hundred gates.

This defcription, whether the word éardumv-
a0; be confidered in a literal fenfe, or only
as a finite ufed for an indefinite number, de-
cifively points out the period of the proudeit
glory of the Theban empire, which, as Ho-
mer’s correétnefs may be depended upon, was
about the time of the I'rojan war, that is,
1200 years before the Chriftian era.. This
circumftance fhould be attended to, and will
be of great importance when we fhall com-
mence our inveftigation concerning the dif-
puted priority of the Indians and Egyptians
in point of national population and gran-
depr. « The circumference of this moft
grand and moft ancient temple, according to

G 4 . Diodorus,
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Diodorus; was thirteen fladia, its height fore
ty-five cubits, and the breadth of its walls
twenty-four feet. Proportionate to its exter-
nal magnificence, he obferves, were its internal
decorations, and the offerings with which it
was enriched ; for their intrinfic value afto~
nifhing, but ftill more fo for the exquifite
delicacy with which they were fabricated.”
Diodorus adds, that the edifice remained en-
~ tire in his time in confiderable fplendor, but
that the gold and filver ornaments and uten-
fils, with all the coftly ivory and precious
ftones, which it once boafted, were pillaged by
the Perfians when Cambyfes fet fire to the
temples of Egypt. He farther intimates, that,
by the artifis carried in captivity to Perfia, the
proud palaces of Perfepolis and Sufa were
built, But, though that point be difputable,
there cannot be a doubt that they were deco-~
rated with their {poils and ewriched with
their treafures. Even in the rubbifh colleét-
ed together, after the infatiable avarice of
that ravager had, gratified itfelf in plunder, .
and, after the fire had exhaufted its rage,
there were found ¢ of gold more than 300
talents, of filver near 2300 talents,”* ‘

‘ Of

- # Diodorus Siculus,Iib, ii. cap, 30,
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. Of the original plan and exifting ruins of
this grand temple, unrivalled in the univerfe,
Pococke has given an accurate defcription
and defigns; and Norden, whom his tyrant
Arabian efcort prevented from landing, has
prefented us with corre¢t views of the feveral
gateways, Of the principal and moft fuperb
portal, with the ftately obelifks before it, an
engraving taken from the latter traveller’s
beautiful drawings, forms the frontifpiece of
this volume. Its aftonifhing depth and mafly
folidity feem to promife an eternal duration
to this immenfe edifice; while the obelifks
bid fair likewife to remain as immortal monu-
ments of the fkill and correét tafte of the old
Egyptians. The thicknefs of the portal is
forty feet, and the height of the obelifks, each
of which confifts of one folid block of granite,
is fixty-three feet four inches, befide what
remains buried beneath the drifted fand.
The completion of this magnificent fane
feems to have been the labour of many ages, -
and the decoration of it the pride of the fuc-
ceflive monarchs of Thebes. Eight fove-
reigns might have refpectively gained de-
ferved immortality by the eretion of the
eight different gates, each of which is finithed
in a different ftyle; fome towering in fimple
‘ majeity
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majefty without ornament, and others to-
tally covered with the moft beautiful hiero- ;
glyphics. : -

Proceeding farther, you come into the fa-
cred library, with a very remarkable inferip-
tion upon it, which Diodorus renders ¥y
Largsiov, the Difpenfatory of the Soul. Here,
asin a grand Pantheon, all the gods of Egypt,
with their various {ymbols, were finely feulp-
tured. It was here that Pococke copied
thofe two remarkable fculptures exhibited in
his forty-fecond plate; reprefenting the cere=
mony of carrying Ofiris, the gubernator mundi,
in his boat; the firft borne by twelve men,
the fecond by eighteen. Thefe have been re-
engraved in Mr. Bryant’s Analyfis, in corro-
boration of an hypothefis upon which his in-
genious book principally turns, and the out~
tines of which are exhibited to the reader in
a former page of thefe Diflertations. A cere-
mony, refembling this, at this day prevails in
India, which poflibly might have had a fimi-
Jar origin, I mean that of annually commit-
ting the image of Durga to the Ganges, after
the celebration of herrites on the folemn fefti~
vity of that goddefs. Among the particular
hieroglyphic figures on the walls, Dr. Po-
cocke obferved « one that had a tortoife on

: the



[ w7 ]

the head for a cap,” moft probably that Her-
.mes; whofe emblem was the teftudo, the pro-
per fymbol of the god of eloquence and mufic,
the former of which doubtlefs gave birth to
the Apollo of Greece, and the latter to his
celebrated lyre. Hermes, it will be remem-
bered, was the god who firft taught the
Egyptians letters, and accompanied Ofiris in
‘his famous expedition to conquer, that is, to
improve and reform the world, and to teach
mankiid the arts of agriculture. He is, there-
fore, here properly attended, as Pococke far-
ther relates in his defcription of the {fculptures
of this magnificent room, by a man leading
Sfour bulls with a firing, (Pococke, p. 108,) and
with inftruments of facrifice to the fun, of
whom Ofiris, in his mythological character, is
‘the reprefentative. Dr. Pococke mentions alfo
other fculptures, with hawks’ heads, the bird
facred to the Nile, bearing the confecrated

crofs, a {ymbol explained in a preceding page.

Diodorus has mentioned likewife, as part of

thefe fculptures, a reprefentation of the annual

offering to the deity of the gold and filver

colle¢ted out of the mines of Egypt. And

nothing furely could be more proper than the

offering of that gold and filver to the folar

deity, whole beams, penetrating into the

el deep
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deep recefies of the earth, matured, inits dark
bofom, the glowing ore, The Sun, failing
round the world in a boat, is one of the moft
frequent fymbols of the Egyptians, and the
twelve men, carrying it on their fhoulders,
were doubtlefs meant to fhadow out' the
twelve months. Al thefe circumfiances alluded
to the celebrated expedition of Ofiris, men-
tioned above, upon which, as I muft enter at
large in the early period of my. hiftery, it
is unneceflary for me in this place to expa-
tiate. . :
. In giving an account of theinternal recefles
of this temple, Dr. Pococke*® deferibes
% a dark granite room of more than ardinary.
fanétity,” which he thinks was the place
allotted for the noble virgin, who, iccnrdiﬁg
to Strabo,t was annually, in a very fingular
manner, confecrated to the deity. ‘The
ptians, however, not only confecrated
virgins, but, like all the other nations of the
ancient world, profufely fhed in facrifice the
blood of human beings. They in particular, -
as Diodorus informs us,} facrificed red-haired
men at the tomb of Ofiris, becaufe his mortal
enemy, Typhon, was of that colour. Bufinis fa-
crificed
 Pococke; p. 95 4 Strabo, lib, xvil, p. 816, &

-1 Diod. fic, kb, i. p. 99 '
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grificed Thracius to appeafe the -angry Niles
and three men were daily facrificed to Lucina,
at Heliopolis; inftead of which, King Amatfis
. afterwards humanely ordered as many waxen
images to be offered. A fimilar ftory is relat-
ed by an Arabian writer, and his account is
greatly corroborated by the relation of a prac-
tice witnefled by a recent traveller. This
Arabian author is by name Murtadi, who has
written a curious treatife on the prodigies of
Egypt, which M. Vatier tranflated into French,
and affirms that it was anciently a cuftom of
the Egyptians to facrifice to the river Nile a
young and beautiful virgin, whom, arrayed
in rich robes, they hurled into the ftream..
The ancient Perfians, we have remarked from
Herodotus in a preceding page, obferved the
fame inhuman cuftom; for, when Darius
arrived at the Strymon, he caufed nine young
men to be thrown into that river. It is very
remarkable, that, at this day, fome remains,
of this barbarous cuftom may be traced in
Egypt; for, according to M. Savary, “ they
annually make a clay fiatue in the form of a
.woman, which they call the Betrothed, and,
placing it on the mound of the Khalig, or
canal, of the prince of the faithful, throw it
into the river previous to the opening of the

»

. dam.
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dam.”* 'This reminds me of a paflage in
Sonnerat, who fays the Indians, to fome of
their gods, at this day facrifice horfes made of
clay, an undoubted fubftitute for the Aswam-
BDHA JUG. Sanguinary and ferocious as the
Mohammedans themfelves are in propagating
their religion by the fword, it is to their ho-
nour that they have, both inIndia and Egypt,
uniformly endeavoured to put a ftop to thefe
bloody facrifices. In Egypt the Caliph Omar
effeéted it in a manner of which the fame
Murtadi, a fuperftitious Mohammedan, has
given a curious relation, by throwing into the
water a letter addrefled to the Nile, and com-
manding that river, in the name of God and
Mohammed, to flow with its ufual abundance
and fertilize the land ; which beheft the river
immediately obeyed, to the aftonifhment and
converfion of the infidels. In India their
fevere muléts on thofe infatuated women, who
commit them{elves to the flames on the funeral”
pile of their hufbands, have rendered that
horrid practice far lefs common; and the
Englith, adding their authority to that of the
Mohammedans, have greatly contributed to
abolith the bloody rite in the precinéts of
their domain. ¢ Here,” fays Dr. Pococke, “ I

- finiflred

® Savary's Letters on Egypt, vol. i, p. 113,
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finifhed my obfervations oh thé ancient cify of
Thebes, celebrated by the firft of poets and
hiftorians that are now extant; that venerable
city, the date of whofe ruin is older than the
foundation of moft other cities ; and yet fuch
vaft and {urprizing remains are fiill to be feen
of its magnificence and folidity, as may con-
vince any one that beholds them, that, with-
out fome extraordinary accidents, they muft
have lafted for ever, as, in fact, feems to
have been the intention of the founders of
them.”*

" M. Savary having vifited this celebrated fpot
fo recently as the year 1779, it will doubtlefs
gratify curiofity to fee his account of the two
magnificent ruins juft deferibed. The en-
trance into the fepulchral fhrine of Ofyman-
des M. Savary defcribes to be * under a
portico fixty feet high, fupported by two
rows of large columns.  In this mafly marble
building, and the hieroglyphics with which it
abounds, we difcover the work of the ancient
Egyptians. Beyond is a temple three hundred
feet in length, and one hundred and forty-five
feet wide ; at the entrance is an immenfe hall,
containing eight-and-twenty columns, fixty
feet high, and nineteen in circumference at

' the

# See Pococke; py 109.



[_112]

the bafe ; they ftand each twelve feet afunder §
the enormous ftones of the ceiling are fo per-
fectly joined and inferted one in the other, as
to appear tothe eye one folid marble flab, a
hundred and twenty-fix feet in length, and
forty-fix in breadth ; the walls are loaded with
innumerable hieroglyphics, among which is
a multitude of animals; birds, and human
figures. The traveller recognizes, d@ihong the
defigns engraved on the marble, the divinities
of Inp1a; the rudenefs of the {culpture
befpeaks antiquity and art in its infancy.”*
M. Savary concludes this defcription with
afking, « Have the Egyptians received thefe
deities from the Indians, or the Indians from
the Egyphans ?” 1 hope to be able hereafter
to give a fatisfactory anfiver to this interefling
gueftion.

. M. Savary’s defcription of the prefent ap=
pearance of the auguft abode of the deity
above-defcribed is too interefting and too fpi=
rited to be omitted.

« Near Carnac, we find the remains of one
of the four principal temples, mentioned by
Diodorus Siculus. There are eight entrances
to-it, three of which have a spuyxx of gi-
gantic fize, ftanding in front, with two colofial

ftatues,

* M. Savary's Letters on Egypt, vol. ii. p. 6
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fatiues on each fide of the fphyns, which are
refpeétively cut from afingle block of marble
in the antique tafte. Croffing thefe majeftic
avenues we come to four porticoes, each thirty
feet wide, fifty-two in height, and one hundred
and fifty in length. The entraiice into thefe
is through pyramidal gates, and the ceiling is
formed of ftones of an aftonifhing fize, fup-
ported by the two walls, The firft of thefe
porticoes is entirely of red granite, perfectly
polithed. ~ Coloffal figures, rifing fifteen feet
above the bottom of the door, decorate its
fides; without, are two {tatues; thirty-three
feet high'; the one of red granite, the other
fpotted with black and grey; and within is
another, of a fingle block of marble, wanting
the head, each bearing a kind of crofs in its
‘hand, that is to fay, a puaLLUS, which, among
the Egyptians, was the fymbol of fertility. - The
fecond portico is half deftroyed ; the gate has
only two rows of hieroglyphics of gigantic
fize, one towards the fouth, the other towards
the north. Each front of the third portico
is covered with hieroglyphics of coloffal
figures ; and, at the entrance of the gate, are
the remains of a ftatue of white marble, the
trunk of which is fifteen feet in circumference,
and the ftatue itfelf wears a helmet, round

VOL. III. H ~ which
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which a ferpent is turned. The fourth per-
tico confifts of little more than walls, almoit
entirely deftroyed, and heaps of rubbifh,
among which are parts of a colofius of red
granite, the bady of which is thirty feet
round. Beyond thefe porticoes, the high
walls, which form the firft court of the tem-
ple, began. The people entered at twelve
gates; feveral arve defiroyed and others very
ruinous. T'hat, which has fufiered leaft from
time and the outrage of barbariaus, faces the
welt. Before it, is a long {phynx avenue.
The dimenfions of the gate arc forty feet in
width, fixty in height, and forty-eight in
thicknefs at the foundation. 'This gate, fo
mafly as to appear indefiructible, is in the
muftic dtyle without hieroglyphics, and mag-
nificent in fimplicity. Through this we enter
the grand court, on two of the fides of which
there are terraces, cighty feet in width, and
raifed fix feet above the ground. Along thefe
arc two beautiful colonnades.  DBeyond, isthe
fecond eourt which leads to the temple, and,
by its extent, equals the majefiy of the build-
ing. It is likewife embellithed by a double
colonnade ; each column is above fifty feet in
licight, aud eighteen in circumference 4t the
bafe. 'Their capitals are in the form of avale,

s over
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over which a fquare ftone is laid, which pro-
bably ferved as a ped&ﬂ:al for ftatues. Two

“md]g,mus coloffal figures, mutilated by vio-
; terminate thefe colonnades.

Il rom this point the aftonithed eye furveys
ithe temple, the height, of which is moft furpri-,
{ing, in all its immenfity.  Its yalls of marble
appear evtrlu.{hng Its roof, which rifes in
the centre, is fuftained by cighteen rows of
oqlum:m Thofe ftanding under the moft lﬂfty
part are thlrtg, feet in circumference, and
eighty in height ; the others are one-third lefs.
The world does not contain a building, the
* charadter and grandeur of which more forcibly
imprefs ideas of awe and majefiy : it feems ade-
quate to the lofty notions the Egy ptians had
formed of the Supreme Being; nor can it be
entered or heheld, but with reverence.”®

"The ingenious. writer, after this account of
the TEMPLE, proceeds to defcribe the adjoin-
Jing parace of Luxore: hut that venerable
_pllc from his_account, feems to be greatly
altered fince the period when Pococke vifited
Jit; and is rapidly haftening to a total decay.
"The extent of ground on which this fplpndul
_pala:.e ficod is reprefented to be very fpacious
‘as well as its courts, “ which are entered

under
® Bavary, on Egypt, vol. ii. p. 1. -
" 2
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under porticoes, fupported by columns forty
feet high, without eftimating the ample bafe
buried under the fand. Pyramidal majeftic
gates, abounding in hieroglyphics; the re-
mains of walls, built with flags of granite,
and which the barbarity of men only could
overturn; rows of colofial marble figures,

forty feet high, one-third buried in theground;

all declare what the magnificence of the

- principal edifice, the feite of which is known

by a hill of ruins, muft have been. But no-
thing can give a more fublime idea of its
grandeur than the two obelifks with which it
was embellifhed, and which feems to have
been placed there by giants or the genii of
romance. They are cach a folid block of gra-

" nite, feventy-two feet high above the furface,
_and thilty—two in circumference ; but, being

funk deep in the fand and mud, they may
well be fuppofed nmety feet from the bafe
to the fummit? the one is fplit towards
the middle; the other is perfectly preferved.
The hieroglyphics they contain, - divided
into columns and cut in bas-reliefs, projeét-
ing an inch and a half, do honour to the
feulptor. The hardnefs of the fione has

preferved them from being injured by the
air. huthmg in the “holc circle of art can

be
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be more awfully majeftic than thefe obe-
lifks."#

In confidering the prodigious ftructures of
the Thebais, we ought not to have pafied,
unnoticed, the ftately portico-of Acumou-
Nary, of which a beautiful engraving is given
by Pococke, but of which M. Savary’s ac-
count, being more ample as well as more
recent, is here inferted.

“ Four miles north of Melaoui is Achmou-
nain, remarkable for its magnificent ruins.
Among the hills of rubbifh, that furround
it, is a ftately portico, little injured by time,
a hundred feet long, twenty-five fect wide,
and fupported by twelve columns, the capital
of which is only a {mall cord. Fach is com-
pofed of three blocks of granite, forming, to-
gether, a portico of fixty feet in height, and
twenty-four in ewrcumference. The block,
- next the bafe, is merely rounded, and loaded
with hicroglyphics, the line of which begins
by a pyramid, the two others are fluted.
The eolumns are ten feet diftant, except the
two in the eentré, which form the entrance,
and have an interval of fifteen feet. Ten
enormous {tones cover the portico in its whole
extent, and thefe are furmounted by a double

* Savary's Letter on Egypt, voLii p. 45. i
u g
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row; the two in fthe centré, which rifé with
a triangular front, furpafs the others in gran=
dear and thicknefs, The fpectator is dfto-
nifhed at beholding ftones, or rather rocks,
fo_ponderous, raifed fisty feet hioh by the arf
of man. The furrounding frieze abounds
with hieroglyphics, weli feulpfure