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PREFACE.

e - T

I visited Sitakund in 1880, during the
Siva- Chaturdast fostival. From tho notes then
recorded by me, I wrole a paper on the Shrines
ol the place, which was read belore the Asiatio
Society ol Bengal on the 2nd March, 1881.
This paper, with some additions and alterations,
is now presented before the publie.

It was owing to the kindness ol the late
Pandit Bhairava Chandra Nyayaratna of Chit-
tagong, that I was able fo obtain copies of
some of the sacred writings to which refercnce
is made in the following pages. To my old and
revered tutor, Pandit Haris Chandra Kaviratna,
of the Presidency College, my thanks arc also
due for his kindly going through the proof-
shicets, and helping me with his suggestions.

A, 8.
Caleutta, June 15Lh, 1884.
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THE

SHRINES OF SITAKUND.

Sitdkund is an outpost in the Police circle of
Kumiria attached to the Budder Subdivision of the
district of Chittagong in Bengal. It is bounded on
the east by the Sitakund range, on the west by the
Bay of Bengal, on the north and south by the Ku-
miria and Merkagerai thanas respectively, the popu-
lation by the last Census being 86,581 souls,

The city of the same name (lat. 22° 87' 55”; long.
01° 43’ 40”), which is at o distance of 24 miles to the
north of the Sudder Station, is not mentioned by
name in the Ayeen Akbery ; but it appears to have
been a place of considerable importance at the time
when Chittagong first came into the possession of
the English. Mr. Harry Verelst, the fivet Chief of
Chittagong, who afterwards suceeeded Mr, Vansittart
in the Governorship of Bengal, reported his arrival
from this place on the 3rd January, 1761.* Lord

# My, Cotton's Memorandam on the Revenne History of Chitta-

gong, page &.
1



2 THR SARINEE OF BITARKUND.

_ Meignmonuth visited it in 1778, and Sir William
Jones in 1786.+ It was also inspected and described
by Captain Pogson in 1831,1 and Sir Joseph Hooker
in 1854.§ Sitakund still continues to hold ite posi-
tion ag a place of note in the distriet. It has a
moonsifes of ite own, which, tlmuéh gtill going by
its name, has, however, been recently removed to an
adjacent place. The trade of Sitakund is not incon-
giderable, lying asit doeson the Grand Trunk Road
between Dacca and Chittagong, which is always ft
for wheeled traffie, and being accessible within a
ghort distance by boala throughout the year. There
is not certainly a more beautiful place on earth.
Nature has adorned it with all that is sublime and
beautiful in creation. It is a meet residence for
gods. The grand mountains, the beauntiful water-
falls, the voleanic springs, the clear streams, the
thick forests, and their conflagrations at night, the
nmnmberless odorous flowers, the fragrant breeze and
the sweet song of birds,—these no one can forget,
who has‘once been there.

# Lord Teignmouth’s Memoirs of Sir William Jones, Vol. II, p, 56.

# Thid. Lolter from Bir Willinm Jones to Mr. Justice Hyde.

1 Pogson's Nurrative during o Tour to Chateegaon, p. 204, The
date of Pogeon's visit to Sifaknnd, as given by the lata Dr. Ofdham,
quoting Corbyn, in his paper on the Thermal Bprings of India edited
by his son, ia 1778. (Vide p. 68, Part II, Vol, XIX. Memoirs of
the Geological Burvey of Indin.) Bub this is nob correct, as will be
geen from Ospiun Pogson's own Narrative. Ib woe Lord Teign-
fnonth who visited the place in 1778,

§ Hooker's Himalayan Jonrnals, Vol IT, p, 862,

. T e
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THE SHRINEH OF SITAEKUND. 3

It is, however, from a religions point of view,
that the placa is held in the greatest esteem. In
Eastern Bengal, which is condemned by the ortho-
dox as the Mlegcha country, not visited by the
Pindavas (qrewafeaiwm), there is no place so re-
nowned as Sitalund, It is one of the 51 sacred
Pithas (713),* on which foll scattered the limbs of
Bati, the consort of Biva, whose dead body was cut
to pieces by the disous of Vishnu., * On Chandra-
sekhara in Chittagong in Eastern Bengal,” says the
Adipurdna,t “there is a place of great sanctity, which

* wER gEaTEd SagEREv |
TAETT WAEAT waTAT AW FAAT N
i AT frE e
TR Frafard: |
Fide Bir Rajs Radhakantn Deva's Babdakalpadromn, Vel. ITI,
p- 2180, nnd Vol VIT, p. 702 (supploment) 1st Edition.
5P (1w wifiws wE =ge |
B T T 18T 1
BIATrY AFT SERIAAA |
wAay o A #iral )
Dato of composition of Annaddmangala, 8. 1674=1753 A. D.
czw mry aft o Zow faafom
TE T ¥ sTtE wtEe afve |
+ Bl 99 sy wife Tes )
wfaar weaut wed e |
Adipnréna, Fide, p. 106 Chandragekhara Mihitmya
by Uma Charan Mookerjon.



4 THE BHRINES OF SITAEUND.

is the favourite and secret resort of the gods.” “We
have heard before,” the Rishis said in the Devipurdna,*
s of Bilakund situate on the mount of Chandrasekhara,
8 spring known throughout India, which is the puri-
fier of the three worlds”. “ Ayodhya, Muttra, Maya
(Hurdwar), Benares, Kiénchi (Conjeveram), Avanti
(Ojjein), and Dwiralii—these seven places are the dis-
pensers of salvation. In Benares, Mainfka, Ekfmra-
vana (Bhubanesvara), Kailis and Sumern, Siva
constantly dwells, During the Kali Yuga,” says
Vishnu to his congort, in the Vidrdhi Tantra,t « Chitta-
gong is the habitation of the gods.” So again Siva
saidin the Linga Purana,} “I shall dwell with thee,0

* Srargd 7 O IARTIH |
AT WA Taw A )
tﬁ%
myR Ty |
t wENT WU WY W W e |
o gromat Su slar sfeiE |
arCndt w Barw wwTETAT ¥ |
RoecEAIEY WYTERFTEs |
wgtr fae SR TG |
Ay waq AT IR g Y
o FATUEE ST
wATY yTE
t @y fearitg TR wRAw |
wy( v afawrty 9o ga sy

Linga Parana, Pads, p, 105, Ohandrasekhars M4 hit-
mys by Uma Oharan Mookesjea.
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THE SHEINES OF SITAKUND. 5

fair-faoced one, on Chandrasekhara in Bengal for the
good of men.” The sanctity of the shrines of Bita-
kund is a favourite theme with the writers of thé
Puranas and Tantras, and passages bearing on the
subject need not be multiplied. The shrines attract
pilgrims from all parts of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa,
a8 also from the North-Western Provinces, The Siva-
Chaturdasi festival, according to Dr. Hunter,* is at-
tended by ten to twenty thousand pilgrims. The mi-
nor gatherings, at the eclipses of the sun and moon,
and at like oceasions, number from two to four thous
sand devotees,

The leading works which treat of these shrines
are (1) Devfpurdna, (2) Firdhi Tantra, (3) Chinna-
mastd Tantra, Passing mention of them may also be
found in the following works: A dipurana, Iinga
Purana, A'di Brahma Purana, Churdmani Tonira,
Yogini Tantra, Viyu Purana, Bhavishya Purana,
Tanérasdra, and Kﬁéﬂm&ﬁélmym A passage W~
guATagRaCysa s generally referred to the Amara~
kosha. In Colebrooke’s excellent edition of the Die-
tionary, I searched for the passage in vain, but
have succeeded in tracing it to the Mahdlingesvara
Tantra in the prayer of a hundred names addressed
to Biva, The exact age, in which the aforesaid
Tantras and Puranas were written, cannot be ascer-
tained. According to Dr. Monier Williams, < if the
oldest known Purana is not older than the sixth or

* Vids Hunter's Statistioal Acoount of Uhittagong, p. 282,



6 THE SHRINEE OF SITAEUND.

geventh century, an earlior date can scarcely be at-
tributed to the oldest known Tantra.”® There is no
mention of Chittagong, or of the shrines of Sitakund,
gither in the Ramdyana, or in the Mahabhdrata.
According to Dr. Hunter,t there is mention in the
latter epic of Trilochana, a powerful king of Tippe-
rah, who is supposed to have been contemporary
with Yudhishthira; but I have failed to trace it,
though I came across two passages which speak of
the conquest of that kingdom by Sabadeva and Kar-
na.l We also know that the early kings of Tippe-
rah were staunch Sivaites, and that a portion of the
expenses of the Sitakund shrines is still defrayed by
the Tippersh Raj.§ Dr. Hunter| has also informed .
us, that “in 1512 the Tipperah General conquered
Chittagong.” But when these shrines, now so cele-

* Dr. Monwer Willsms's Indian Wisdom, page S04,
+ Hunter's Stabstical Acconnt of Hill Tippoah, pago 464,

t F9< waRt war TS |
forerare ST TEETET CHCENTR (| WEI
i vt T farsryed fir wegafgnfny
& PRI |
frest gRarg T faged At T |
e wim fafafsieg scamrg s 1 ¢
gfawt fevmmmy wiT famn AeTogT |
it ey Sryamare gam ) e |
TR vy Sregrered fir a e fre

g s fwrmas o |
§ Baboo Kailas Chandia Sinha's Ohronicles of Tipperah, p. 5.
| Hunter's Statslical Acsonnt of Hill Tippeisl, p, 466,



TR SORINES OF RITAKUND. 7

brated, were first established, has not yet been deter-
mined. It is remarkable that they were not visited
by Hwen Thsang, the Chinese traveller, nor even by
the great Chaitanya who is known to have made a
pilgrimage to all the known shrines of his time.
There can, however, be no doubt as to their recent
establishment. Most of the ghrines are supposed to
have become endued with morit,only in the Kali Yuga.
Among the springs mentioned by Caplain Pogson in
1881, is Chandur or Chandra Kund, “said to have ap-
peared wilthin the last four months.”* In a list of
objects of antiquarian interest issued by the Govern-
ment of Bengal, it is said {hat the temple of Sam-
bhunath was built about 450 years apo, and thabt of
Biarabalkunda about 400 years ago, but on what
evidence 1 cannot say.t

Bitakund (Spring of Sita) derives its name from
g spring consecrated to Bita, the deified heroine of
the Rimdyana, The spring, however, is no longer
in existence. A tradition prevails, thatthere was
at one time a dispute between the followers of
Vishnu and Siva aboub the possession of the spring,
and that the dispute was referred for arbitration to
oune Eali Charan Roy, a zemindar and dewan in the

# Oaptain Pogson's Norrative durng s Tonr to Chatesgeon,
P B0

+ A Ldsh of the Objoots of Antiquaven Interest in the Lower
Provinces of Bengal compiled at the Bengal Secrobarnt under the
orders of the Government of Indi, 1879,



8 THE BHEINES OF SITAKUND.

local Collectorate,* who, it is said, cansed the spring
to be filled up to terminate the difference. Accord-
ing to another account, the destruction of the spring
was effected by the then Mohunta of Sitakund.
The present Mohunta informed me that he had
made geveral attempts to restore the sacred place,
but that, though he had dug deep all around the
gite indicaled by the sacred books, he conld find
no trace of the spring. His belief was, that ihere
had beenatthe place no such spring ns is deseribed
in the eacred books, and he told me ns & renson for
this belief, that the place in guestion was found
devoid of all trace of bitumen which was found by
him in the adjacent hot springs.t

* Eali Oharan Roy wos dowan of the Chittagong Collcotorate
from 1785 to 1780. Ho wae ono of tho farmers with whom Mr. God-
win conelnded the Bettlement in 1774 On the 5th Janoary, 1786, Mr,
Orofts, who at that time was Oollector of Ohillagong, sold his right,
title, and interest m the islond of Mofecal, for Ra. 40,000 to Kali
COhoran Roy. The latter wassnooeeded in the puoporky by his widow
‘Problisbaty, who did mot dio 111826, She hoed no children of her
owe, bot adopted one Ohundy Churn, whoe died in 1820, leaving o
gon, Bhornt Ohunder. Bhorot bewng a minor, tho eslato came, on
Probhabaty's death, mnder the Court of Waords, Shornt Chundor
died recently, and the prosent zemindor is Lis gom, Eoilash Chun-
der, Fide Mr, Cotton's Memorandnm on the Revenus Ilistory of
Chittagong, pagea 1866, and pags 228,

+ When this paper was read boforo the Asintio Bosioty of Bengal,
Mr. V. Ball remarked that though it may bo troe that there never
was & hot gpring in the locality mentioned, the absence of any trace
of bilnmen was no proof of its non.exigtonce. Fide Prooeedings of
the Asintic Bociety of Bengal for March, 1881, page 61,
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Captain Pogson deseribed Sitakund* as * of pure
limpid water,” though Bérabakunda is the only spring
he actunlly visiled. e, however, subsequently ob-
tained information of the other springs, and sent
a careful person to bring a description and some

‘bottles of water from each, The following account

quoted by Captain Pogsonfrom a Guzettesr is notewor-
thy :+ “ Aboutiwenly miles to the north of Islamabad
18 a remarkable hot well (named Seetacoond), thesur-
faceof which may be inflamoed by the application of
fire, Likeall other remarkable phenomena of natare,
it is esteemed sacrad by 1lie Hindoos, as is lilkewise an-
other hot epring near to Monghir.” As will pressnt-
ly be secn, the spring of Silakund is described in
the Devipuranse as hot-walered and igneous, which
agrees with the above extract from the Gazelieer. But
as Bitakund is also the name of the oufpost con-
taining all the groups of springs and shrines af the
locality, I think it is unsafe fo conclude, that the
gpecific spring Sitakund oxisted at the time when
the passages above referved to were written.i If the

#* (Japtain Pogeon’s Naresdive dming o Tonr to Chateogeon, p 204,

+ Iind, page 99.

1 The popalar bolof 8, that the sping of Bilaknnd is shll in
oxigtonce. In his clover nevel, called Chandranalh aflor tho god on
the Chandrasskhars lull, the socond edibion of wluch appoared lnst
yonr, Boboo Ehottra Pal Chaloravarti makes the hoto vimb Hita-
kand (p. 208) in 1260 B, 8, that is, nboul 25 yowrs age All old
pergons, howover, who havo visited the place, agroe m saying that
the spring hes not been in exstence for o muok longor time, Baaba-

i



10 THE SHEINEE OF SITAKURD.

gpring existed in 1831, at the time when Captain
Pogson wrote his Narrative, it must have been de-
stroyed in recent times. But the destruction of a
gpring, held in such an esteem by the Hindoos, would
not have failed to attract the notice of the authori-
ties. I am not aware of any official report regard.
ing the destruction of the spring.

The following account is given in the Devipurana®*
of the shrine, and of its destruotion :

40-41,—The Rishis said : We have heard before of
Sitakund, situate on the mount of Chandragelhara, a
gpring known throughout India, whichis the purifier
of the three worlds., If thou hast any kindness for
us, O sun of knowledge, do thou tell us of it, and
thereby dispel vur ignorance; for about this people
ask of us

49-8,—The Suta replied: For the performance of

kunds, aod nob Eitakund, {s abount 20 mles to the north of Chitta-
Eomg.
* g o |
Ty 5 OF Tadtmrearae |
ST VAT IR A | 82 )
wfy &g wyr a1y FIE MAWNTET |
SHEETTAY T W@ T GEICAL ) o0
. oA ATy |
FrararAPYTIY ATETA G K |
wery wereE g gy Frfafme uoeg
ATty Tamyaargs fism |
S THYNITEH T G4 qag a9 1l



THE SHRINEES 0F BITAKUND, 11

Sita’s ablution, O twice-born ones, and for the purifi-
cation of men, was made that spring, the most secret
and beautiful, voleanio, deep, hot-watered, surrounded
by trees as by an umbrella, forming one continuous
grove.

44.—In that lake bathed 8it4, born of the Harth,
with her hugsband and brother-in-law, and devoutly
offered ohlations to her favourite deity,

45.—~There also bathed the lions among the twice«
born, as also the chiefs of sages and Munis, who have
attained perfection, dwelling to the north of it.

46,~What account ghall T give of this spring, the
most sanctifying of all? I shall only reconnt its
merits: listen to me, O most excellent of the twice-
born,

47.—When Réma, debarred from accession to his
father’s throne, had gone to thehermitage of Sara-
bhanga, he went, in accordance with his direction, to
a city lying towards the north-east.

oW G gfgdtar @il Fata 71
a7 w T Fafad o qwA: ) ee 0
e fpmmre | s |
for wwvw wiw g TRaTiEe ) e
& s grwe weTTwfaTaE |
wwyife wer i T frwgwan ey
TSR 9K W WHETAW 99T |

AgAR wAT T ISR | eo 0




12 THE SHRINES OF SITANUND.

48-9.—1Tn that city he saw a revered sage, versed in '’

the knowledge of Twihas, a verilable ocean of Inow-
ledge, long-armed, clad in yellow garments, and with
matted hair. As soon as he saw him, he reverently
saluted him with ameek heart, and enquired of him,
“Why dost thou, O Lord, live here alone, besmearad
with ashes §”

50-51.—That sage,whose whole body was besmeared
with ashes, then opening his eyes, saw Ramp, the
holy, the cternal, the best of men, accompanied by
Bita and Lakskmana, and thus nddressed him :

52.—%1 have heard that thou hast taken ihy birth
in the line of kings, only for our liberation from the
dire bounds of the world.

58-4,—* How great is thy fortune, who art followed

WiEg T WIS SEHwE o |
Fregmvcry Mus wreeEr § o= )
EgT WAl T g wa faeamree |
wyws fad Saned faulavg I 8¢ 1l
RAGETR AT TFT UH AT 4
wrAd g 9 GRTE A e |
wit e YA 9 Hafaufay |

I AR G STmArAaraaw | wg
T YR ST AT, |
TS (i e W T ST 4 )
T4 Frar efadten wfaRyFaetaan
T A S A WA | 4w
TR 431 e W wfafEa |
TRRG T AT WICATRTERTNE | Lo |
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i THE SHRINRE OF BITAKUND. 1¥

by this Bita, born of the Earth, with her hair un-
bound, the dispenser of salvation, worshipped even
by Siva.

856.—%On the north side of the Indian Bea, there is
8 spring bearing her name, well known throughout
India, which is the purifier of the three worlds.
Enow her not mervely as thy wife. Verily she id

: Yoganidré herself.

56,—“Deeds unaccomplishable by thee can easily
be achieved by her; sheis destined by the Fates to
humiliate thy pride (to eclipse thy glory).
57-60.—¢ It is through my good fortune alons, O

Rama, that thon hast come here with her, On the
mount of Chandrasekharn, southwestof this country,
was built by Siva, o spring of her name, Bshold that
spring, Bitakund, glowing with fire, situate on the
west of §ambhunath, south of the Vayu hills, north of

wHT AW Fuwtn SETEsTgER |

wwg migdt uw dmfagafeed o )

AEW W) W WA A |

warfimrd @ g faryFar GrivfmT 1 ug o

R IR G gRuE |

et R Fremiet (et we

79 WA AEw Faan fayifm

wawafgd Framagrfrfafad i we

wiftvt 87 wenutawn. fam | "

witfadtary: wRit AR el

VAT  weIgw Starare fretog |

S Wamgm 91 G gLt | €=



14 THE EHRINES OF SITAEUND.

Nibhigangi, west of the Phalgu, below Jyotirmaya.
That Sita is thy cheering consort.”
61-8.—Thus speaking, the excellent sage fixed his
eyes on them., Greatly wondering, Rama passed the
night there with his wife and brother, and at dawn
vigited Chandrasekhara in the company of the well-
wishing Muni who, on arriving there, went into the
spring, and facing the sun chanted the two-lettered
mantra.
64-66.—Then, leaving Rama ot the place, there

stepped into the spring Sita, the primitive energy, the
revealer of the seat of Brahma, adored by Anan-
ta and other gods, blue as a clond, ever complacent,
three-eyed, red-lipped and fair-haired, her form glow-
ing with fire, adorned with eight hands, and surround-
ed with banner and chimara (yak-tail),

TR ® Hiwa v |

wfymt vorAraat Cww st o

WNTATAT WA ArEAraEn i |

Tt Fregivad §fm <@g o g

awT #ircay Ay Fatea |

qs&rﬁng,muw WUTRAE GTE (e 0l

e ey 91 A7 Fewy gtEarn)

ST YA i (u

FurgwfaaT ¥57 sayetEat |

Erermsym T weTTHCRiEAT (| 44,

o T s e i |

wifgui: goen werrgEsiaar i (¢ |



THE SHRINES OF BITARUND. 15

67.~S8tanding on the margin, Rama saw Sita im-
mersed in the spring. Believing the spring fo have
destroyed her, dear to him as life, he addresszed these
words to the Munj :

68-8,— This spring shall remain in existence for
the first four thousand years of the Kali age, and
ghall after that time vanish from the sight of man,
Whoever out of devotion will drink the water, ghall
obtain the same fruit as may be got by immersion,
and shall not live any longer upon earth,”

70-71,—Baying this, the foe of Révana went to the
Manihill. Having viewed thelinga and bathed in the
Lavanikhya, he gratified the sage with humble and
respectful words, and then returned to Chandra-
pekhara.

WS (e g, oAt gefanfeRt |

W e g fvig gdes ) {o )
wwrw « g agmaata
sRygEwain gifn geugag b (=1
faret gk MARTO A, ATAARA W3 |

Wit we gataan 9 wheT W fadnu <en
FwTaes e 7 vwana uf )

Tt T fifrysEaE G oo )

amn eyt Pl sraed Gramer ) 4
WA e 9y qiwaE])
gzemaTHE CrREly frmarm: | oy g



16 THE BHRINES OF BITAKUND.

72.—Then Rama, delighted, started with Sita and
his brother, for the banks of the Godivari.

According {o the above account, Bama, having
visited the hermitage of Sarabhanga, by his direc-
tion turned fowards a north-eastern city, where
another sage informed him, that on the south-west
of that city, there was a sacred spring of the name
of his consort Sita (Sitakund), who, he was informed
to his surprise, was no other than Yoganidra hevself,
Rama is then said 1o have visited 1his spring in ilhe
company of his wife and brother and the learnod

" gage. Finding Sita immersed in the spring, whilher

she had gone to bathe without his knowledge, Rama
thought she had been drowned, and cursed ihe
gpring as the destroyer of ihe princess. According
to the malediction which, be it observed, is not to
have immediate effect, the spring wonld cease 1o be
vigible to human eyes, at the end of four thousand
years of the fourth age. The Chinnamasti Tantra
is, however, ready with another explanation of the
origin of the shrine and of ils disappearance.® It

Sramargm \ymET fawgEreEEt |
SR AT T Ly 9fw o og i
d <fr 2R Sy wheae® frceanyd
. T e T E T R T |
dﬁ-mwwmmﬂwu
SraTyrerE g YT

AW WY G HAT i
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THE SHRINES OF SITAEUND. 17

relates that the spring was the scene of the ordeal
by fire of Sita, that it was exeavnted by the hand
of the greal Hanvmat, and that it was cursed hy
Sita herself as ihe sile of her sufferings. The
explanation itself is, however, less important than
the mamnner of ils narralion. Bita is not described
there merely as Yoganidvd herself, or the Primeval
Bakli or Energy, and Rama the divine hero who
would eurb the pride of the Rakshasas. They are
the veritable Supreme Duad, ihe spiritual guides of
Siva and his consort who came over io the shrine
to offer their oblations. The spiritual guide, accord-
ing to Hindoo idens, it is well known, is the embodi-
nienb of the Deity ilgell on earth. The recognilion
accordingly of Rama and Sita as the spiritnal gnides
of Biva and his consort is significant. A tradilion
has been mentioned above, which atiributes the
filling up of ihe spring to o dispule between the
Sivaites and Vishnuviles, It would therefore seem,
that this eecond legpend was probably written at a
period of Vishnuvite supremacy.

grRTTEE w5 Terd 49 afear |
HrAEeEET 79 Fawy T )
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However it may have been, apart from the con-
tradictory nature of the two accounts which in itself
furnishes a strong argument againgt their authenti-
city, both of them—internally incoherent and con-
tradictory as they are—have not the impress of the
high authority of Valmili, the most ancient writer
on the life and deeds of Rama, and perhaps the one,

who in consequence deseribes them with the nearest .

approach to truth. Ib is true that a few places in
the Chittagong Division bear the name of Rama,
g0 that it might apparvently seem that the prince
had something or other to do with them, There is,
for instance, Ramoo, where it iz gaid Rama com-
menced ihe Setubandha bridge, but, preferring
not to enter by the postern gate the capital of
Ravana (to which the bridge would have led him, had

he gone that way), he turned round, and constructed

a separate bridge at Hamesvara to lead him to the
front gate of the metropolis of Ceylon. In the Pdfdl
Puri (lit. the nether world), in o cavern in the hill of
Chandranath to which reference will presently be
made, a huge stone is pointed out as the cooking
utensil of SBita. Similarly, a place or two in the
adjoining districts of Noakhally and the Hill Tracts,
may be mentioned as bearing the name of Rama
and his wife. This reason, however, does not com~
mend itself as very conclusive. For it is a fact that
may be well established by numerous ifstances, that
,the Brabming took delight in associating shrines
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with renowned names in“their mligious history, in

order to ensure and enhance their sanctity.* Regard- -
ing Rama alone, thus we read of the Doobrajpors
rocks far off in the district of Beerbhoom, consisting
of stones that fell off from his aerial chariot on his
return from the Himalayas, when he had gone up
there to fetch stones for the construction of his
bridge to Ceylon. Adjacent places are shown, aa
where his wife Sita sat and bathed. A boulder in
the neighbourhood is also pointed out, as having
been caunsad hjr Ravana’s attending a call of nature.t
In the same way, Rama’s advent is also claimed for
the province of Orissa, (wrongly identifying it with
Kishkindhyd mentioned in the Ramayana), where the
Rajah of Cuttack up to this time wears a tail in all
public receptions, more as a testimony to his descent
from the monkey allies of the great hero, than by way
of vindication of Mr. Darwin’s theory. There are

® “ The hot eprings of India have attracled tho notwes of many ob-
sexvers, In the majority of inslances thege remarkable outbnrsts of
water; ob n bomporstnre conmdmobly above that of the waters, or
even of the atmosphere 1w the neghbourhood, ofton charged with
varions gased ond emuthing stiong odonrs, lave beon endowed by
the mperstitions and ignomant with wondrous wirtoes, oo hove boan
gupposed to be the result of some mirnculons interposition of di-
vius energy.” Dr Oldham on the Thormal Spengs of Indis, poge 1,
Part IT, Vol. XIX Memons of the Geologiosl Survey of Indis.

+ A Tast of the Objeots of Antiqnoran Tnterest in the Lower Pro-
vinges of Bﬂﬂmmpﬂbﬂ at the Bengnl Secretmint wnder the or-
ders of the Government of Indin, pages 48,
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several places beagng the name of King Bfli, the
brother of Sugriva, who was trencherounsly killed by
Rama ; Bdlikiki, a river ; Bdlikinta, also o river;
Bdlisahi, a village. There is algo a feslival enllad
Bili Jatrd. The Sabdakelpadruma nlso mentions
@ bill at the place called Kishkindliya®* Against this
identifealion—plaunsible ns it is—is tlie unfortunate
pitnation of the river Pampd (in Myasore) which Rama
iz said to have visited, before entering Kishkindhyd the
kingdom of the monkeys which, it would seem, coin-
cided nearly with the present kingdom of Mysore.

It iz mot improbable, {herefore, that ile above
legends of Sitakund are another of those religio-
historical forgeries so common all over India.
Certain it is, that Rama’s journey southwards
was made throngh {he middle of the Deocan and
not through Ovissa and the Coasts, much less
through Chittagong and Sitakund; {he following
being the most important places in ihe hero’s
itinerary as deseribed by Valmiki: the Tamasd,
the Vedasruti, the Gomali, the Ganges, Batsyadesas
Prayéga, Chitrakutna, the Mandikini, Dandaka, the
Godavari, Krauncha, the Pampa, Rishyamuka,
Kishkindhya, and Ceylon, There is absolutely no
mention, in the great epic of Valmili, of Rama
having gone so far north-eastward as Clittagong,
after having visited the hermitage of Barabhanga.

* fafgen ¢ SrgRwEEARRT | adrama,

p. 679, Vol L.

{ﬁ:

TS
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The narrative of this visit is contgined in Canto V¥
of Book III. When Rama was about to enter the
hermitage of this sage, he saw wilh the Rishi, Indra
the Dreaded Thunderer, in all the paraphernalin of
his high office, who disappeared on Rama’s neaver
approach, Heplying to Rama's question, the Muni
gnid thatilie lord of heaven bad been {o hishermitage
to escort him 1o heaven, bubt that tho Muni could
not comply with his request and leave the earth,
before seeing Ramn, to whom he offered all the
merilg of his long penance go Lhat the prince by
virtne of them might ascend to heaven. Rama, of
course, declined ihe gift, and requested the sage
to poini out a meet place for his home., The {ollow-
ing is his reply:

¢ Sutikshna’s woodland home is near,
A glorions saint of life austere,

True to the path of duty; he

With highest bliss will prosper thee.
Agninst the slream thy course must be
Of this fair brook Mandédkini,

‘Whereon light rafts like blossoms glide ;
Then to his cottage turn aside.

There lies thy path, but, ere thou go,
Look on me, dear one, tll T throw
Aside this mould that girds me in

A caste the snalke his withered skin**

& Crifith's Bamayana, Vel IIT, Beek 111, Cante V, Page 21,
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On the sage giving up the ghost, the holy men
who dwelt around focked to Rama, and golicited
his protection against the Rakshasas, which he
readily granted, We now come to the Seventh
Canto in which Rama is then made to wvisit ihis
hermitage of Butikshna, After the exchange of
proper greeting, Rama said :

¢ But now O saint, I pray thee tell
Where I within this wood may dwell,
For I by Sarabhanga old

The son of Gotama, was told

That thon in every lore art wise

And seest all with thy loving eyes.'*

In reply to this, the sage begged Rama to take up
his abode at bis hermitage. Rama passed the night
there. On the following morning he asked leave of
the sage, and prayed for his permission to explore
the Dandaka. The sage answered as follows:

¢ Go with thy brother, Rama, go,
Pursne thy path untouched by woe:

Go with thy faithful Sita, she

Still like a shadow follgws thee,

Roam Dandak wood observing well

The pleasant homes where hermits dwell,
Pure saints whose ordered souls adhere
To penance rites and vows austere.’t

® Qrifith's Bomayann, Vol III, Book ITT, Oante VII, Poage 28.
+ Gfith's Ramayans, Vol. IIT, Book ITT, Canto VIII, Page 82.
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Thus it is clear, that there is no mention whatever
in the Ramayana, of Rama baving passed through
Chittagong on his way downwards to the Deccan,
The geographical position itself of Chittagong and
of the Godavari (to the banlks of which Rama in the
above legend is said to have bent his way on leaving
Obittagong), renders it quite improbable. The attri-
bution of the ordeal by fire of Sita to a hotspring
is not a new idea* The Bitakund of Monghyr is
similarly credited with being the scene of the same
ordeal, which, it is scarcely necessary to say, really
took place at Ceylon, if the father of Aryan poetry
is to be believed. The principle of human nature
which led to this religiouns fabrication, is not, however,
inexplicable. ¢ I think it is in Macedon,” reasoned
Fluellen,t “where Alexander is porn. I tell you
captain,—if you look in the maps of the ‘orld, [
warrant, you sall ind in the comparisons petween
Magedon and Monmouth, that the situations, look
you, is poth like. There is a river in Macedon;
and there is also moreover a river at Monmouth ;

* In p. 200, Part I, Vol. |VII of the Jownal of the Asiatio
Bocloty of Bongal, General Ounningham mentions s spring callad
Bitokund in Eelah, which is nino miles from Dwars, and five from
Monali. In Mr. Duncan's acoount of the Trovels in Oeylon, of o
Pikeer named Promn Poory (p. 39, Vol, V of the Asiatic Rescarohoa),
it is stated that “ onr travellor statos that leaving this tsak, he
proceeded on to o station onlled Seslakund, where Rama placsd his
wife Boota on the ooonsion of his war with her raviaher Ravan,'

+ Bhokegponro, King Henry V, Aot IV} Heans VII.
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it is called Wye at Monmonth ; put it is out of my
praing, what is the name of the other river; put itis
all one, *tis alike as my fingers is to my fingers, and
there is salmons in both.”*

It is not a little remarkable, that Sitakond, the
name of o spring which, no matter whelber it exist-
ed or not, now exists no longer, should (lueus e non
lucendo) give its name to ihe ountpost, and surpass
the surrounding shrines in fmmme. Porhaps during a
period of temporary Vishnuvite supremacy, it may
have been indiseriminately nsed for, and may have
eventually supplanted, Panchakofa which, according
to the sacred books, contain all the holy shrines of
the place. Like the PFaenchakrefi of Benaves, it

slretches over 5 kroses (or 10 miles) round the village

of Bitakund, bang bounded® on tho east by the
Mandakini, on the wesl by Vyasakunda, on the south
by Birabakundas and on the north by the Cham-
palia Forest, “This land called Panchakroéa,” said
Vishnu,t “is the cause of the holy Nirvana, Many a
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spring is contained in if, most sacred and delightful
to me.” By far the most frequented of these shrines
are Vyfsalunda, Birabakunds, Lavandkhya, and the
templez of Chandranath and Sambhunath.

The following account is given in the Devipurana*
of the origin of the shrines of Chandranath snd of
Vyasakunda,

26-27.—* Do thou tell us, O chief of the Brahmins,”
snid the Rishis, ¢ why Siva, forsaking Kasi and Kailas,
resides here in secrecy P Why he said, I shall dwell
on the mount of Chandrasekbara in the Kali Yoga;
and why thy preceptor remains there, abandoning
all else "

28-20,— In days of yore,” the SButa replied, “see-
ing the three worlds animate and inanimate, pervaded
by the sea of curd, and immersed in the waters of
causation, the three-eyed lordly spirit created Brah-
mi and Vishnu for the purposes of creation.
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30-81.—*“Thus created, they, infatuated with
vanity, considered themeelves supreme, and genitor
even of the womb from which they themselves had
sprung. Bven in his very presence they spoke slight-
ingly of him, Then the god, disappearing, became
an image of light,

82-85.—* From the gky he then addressed theigno-
rant gods thus: ¢ O lotus-born, of the thirteen lingas
planted in Kfsi and other places, I have spoken to
you of twelve, Only one I have concealed from
thee. During the Eali Yuga, O lotus-born, I shall
dwell there with Pirvati. There is no doubt of this.
Do thou follow us thither with the never-dying gods.’
Thus saying, Siva with Umd vanished from their
sight, and went to that place.
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36-87.—Even now the linga may be scen there,
called Haraganri. The sinless place remained very
secret in the first three ages. For the weal of men,
the bull-drawn god dwells in the Kali Yuga in that
sacred place with the never-dying ones.”

Having thus premised the presence in the saered
place, of Biva and his consort, of Brahm4, Vishnu,
and othar gods, the story then runs as follows :

88.—0noce on a lime Vyasa, the son of Paris'ara,
the subduner of hLis passions, began to practise
agceticiam in the company of the wise residents of
Kasi (Benares), full of beatitude, lknowing the
Supreme Spirit, and wearing matted hair.

80-42,—Beeing him the son of Matsyagandbd, of
unknown lineage, caste, and character, seated with
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themselves on the same seat, and dwelling in the
same holy place, althongh he was very wise, the
ornament of the sages, like unto Vishnu himself, the
ive of the holy dwellers was roused against Vyasa.
43-44,—Full of jealousy, Buigu addressed to him
the following words : “ Whoart thou? Whence dost
thou come? Whose son aud of what family art
thou? Where didst thou formerly dwell? Spealk
the troth.”
45-46,—Vyasa veplied : “I am the son of Parasa-
ra by Matsyagandhd. I have come here to see you,
and to worship the god Visvanath. I would dwell
with you, O sages of good mctions. Let a seat
amongst you be granted to me.”
47-48.—While he was thus speaking, Vyasa was
interropted by Bhrign with these angry and unseemly
words: ¢ Hear, O ye Munis, the nceount of hias
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birth, and thon too, the son of Matsyagandhi, the
disgrace of thy family, listen to my words.
49-53.— While thy mother, begotten of a fish and
with a fishy smell, was a ferry-woman in the
Jumna, Parasara one day came to the bank of the
river and entered her boat. To the Muni’s sight
she immediately appeared to be endowed with beaunty
and grace, breathing perfume, o soul-ravishing maid
of sixteen. Soeing her, the Muni became full of
desire. Thou art the offspring of this union, and
art neither a Kunda, nor a Golaka, How canst
thou presume to pracilise asceticism with na? Go
to thy own proper place. Thou shouldst not tarry
hers for o moment,”
54-50,—Hearing these insulting words, Vyasea, the
gon of Batyavati and Parasara, being irate, thought
of sacrificing himself to Siva (thus making Siva
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gulty of his death), and said, ¢ O vile and false
Siva, holder of the trident, blue-throated, and hide-
garmented, why dost thou appear Asive or in-
angpicions to me? Why dost thon harass me =o
often ? This very day I will lcave this place.”

57.—When he the enbduer of his passions was so
minded, the bull-dvawn and blue-ihroated god
made himself manifest to him the chief of the wise
men, and spoke as followa:

58-00,—¢ Certes thou art a portion of mine, O sub-
duer of thy passions, and lemned in the cause of
things., Thereis a seat of mine on Mount Chandra-
sekhara, very secret, and unatiainable even by the
gods, There in Chandraselhara I will always reside
in the Kali Yuga with Uma.
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61-68,—% Know, O Sage, that Chandrasekhara sur-
passes all other sacred places. Itis covered on all
sides with branches of frees, which protest it from
the sun and rain. The kokilas sing there with sweet
voice. In the recesses of the forest dwell the
sages, 1heir looks probing the Inmost Caunse of the
universe; Brahmd and other gods bathe there day
and night; and in the hermitages dwell the Rishis,
Yakshas, Gandharvas, and Bhairavas, In that forest
are trees wilth flowers and fruits of the six sea-
sons. The forest itself is in one place very deep and
gecret, and in another place rocky, like the moon half-
eclipsed. On the south-west of the forest, O sub-
duer of thy passions, is the S8indhu (the Ocean), the
King of all tirthas, to whose embrace the sacred
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Ganga offers herself, led by Bhagiratha, As the
Himalaya is dear to me, so is Chandrasekhara.
There shall I, 0 Muni, dwell with the gods.”

Thus instructing Vyasa, the god then made him-
gelf manifest to him in Lis own proper formn which
is deseribed at length in the text.

74-78.—* In his own form, 0 Munis, he then said
to Vyasa: * Go thers, O most excellent of sages, sub-
duer of thy passions, where I shall dwell with Uma.
Thou shalt attain all thy desives; have no doubt
about thy success. That seat of mine is the giver
of health and wealth, and after death, of salvation.
There also dwells the rice-giving Annapurna, delight~
ing in rice and nectar. In this seat of perfection
ghall I dwell, the lord of Parvati.” Saying this to

the Muni, the god disappeared.
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© 79-81,—As Nirada had ascended the Siisaila hill,

- . even sowent Vyasa, the son of Satyavati, to Chandra-
- sekhara, hearing these words of Siva. Thers he began

to practise asceticism, his mind always concentrated

-+ In meditation, repeating the five-letbered mantra, =
- gpometimes covered with snow, sometimes near a fire, 15

sometimes fasting altogether, absorbed in Prindydma,

- all his thonghts devoted to the meditation on god.

82,—Pleased at seeing him so devoted, the Self-
crented then eppeared to him. ¢ Ask for a boon,”
he said, “ O subduer of thy passions,”

83-85,—Having heard this, Vyasa then replied
with folded hands—*When the Munis residing at
Easi spoke scornfully to me, itwas by thy command’
O Lord, that I came here. Dwell thou here, as was
thy command while in Kasi. This is the dear boon
that I ask of thee.”
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86-87.~ Do thou, O sage,” the god answered,
¢ remain on the mount Chandrasekhara near the
ocean, as the guardian deity of this holy place, and
make thyself the saviour of the three worlds by
planting over it all the firthas, such as Gaya and
others, that exist on the face of the earth, May all
thy desires be successf

88-89.—With these words, the god, while yet in the
presence of Vynsa, pierced the earth with his {rident.
Then there acec a spring full of water, with igneous
brilliance in the interior, and eovered with smolke.

80-93,—Debghted at this sight, Vyasa assumed the
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form of stone, and became absorbed in meditation on
its west side. Even now he may be seen there, two«
handed, wearing the sacred thread, and clotted bair,
clothed in deer-skin, the expositor of virtne and
vice, who, churning the ocean of Vedic literature
with the rod of Lis knowledge, for the first time
explained the whole universe according to the dictum
of the Vedas. Let him purify the world.”

Sueh was the origin of the shrine of Chandranath
and of Vyasakunda, As ix the legend of Sitakund
the spring is to vanish from human sight at the end
of four thousand years of the Kali Yuga, so in this
legend also the shrines are to be manifest to human
eyes at the comwmencement of the same Yuga. In
both cases, great names in history have been
brought forward to father the foundation of the
ghrines. Rama, it is known, is the deified hero of
the Ramayana. Vyasa, nccording to the late Mr.
Sherring,* has two or three temples dedicated to
him in Benares; but he iz not geneially considered
to be a deified hero. Nevertheless, no name is so
distinguished in the whole field of Indian history
as the name of this sage. To him is ascribed the
compilation of the Vedss and Puranas. To him
is attributed the fatherhood of the fathers of the
Kanravas and the Pindavas. It is no wonder,
therefore, that the sage should have been made fo

# Bhernng's Baoved Caby of the Mindns, p, 118
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play the part that he has been made to play in the
foregoing passage. This, however, is not the first
time, that he has been credited with the ambition of
founding a shrine. The dnnadémangala relales
o like attempt on his part. Dxpelled by Siva
from Kaé&i (Benares), Vyasa began to practise
extremely mortaifying ansterities, in the hope of rais-
ing a shrine that would, in every respoct, surpass the
Kaéi of Siva. ITe had well nigh sueceeded in his
object, when Uma, Biva’s consort, ofe day appeared
before him in the guise of an old, deaf, and decrepit
woman, and asked him whal merit a man would
acquire by dying at his tirfha. Vyasa replied that
the man would obtain salvation. Bat still the old
woman pretended not to have heard his answer,
and repeated the question again and again, Vexed
abt this, Vyasa said that the man would become an
ass, who died there. Siva’s consort, then assuming
her own form, said “ so be it,” and vanished from the
place.* The later atlempt of Vyasa to found a triha
in Chittagong appears to have been more successful,
He not only succeeds in concilinting Siva, but also
‘obtains from him the much-desired boon. * Do thou,
« 1 0O psage,” the god is made to have said, “remain on
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the mount Chandrasekhara near the ocean, as the
guardian deity of this holy place, and make thyself the
saviour of the three worlds by planting over it all the
tirthas, such as Gaya and others, that exist on the face
of the earth., May all thy desires be successfal.”
The pilgrim to the shrines of Sitakund generally
takes up his quarters at the lodging-houses of the
Adhikfris, a class of Brahmins, who send out
emisgaries called Péndds to almost every district of
the Lower Provinces, in order to persuade people to
undertake a pilgrimage to these shrines. These
Péndis serve as guides to the pilgrims, and, in the
shape of remuneration, get from the Adhikaris their
passage-money as well as a portion, generally the
fourth part, of their eventnal gain; for the Adhi-
karis, besides the rent of the lodging-houses, also
receive whatever the pilgrim offers to the gods,
clothes, cows, horses, palkis, silver and gold orna-
ments,—the Lar or the visiting cess, which consists
of eight annas only under the District Magistrate's
orders, being paid to the Mohunta for the mainte-
naneea of the shrines. The earnings of the Adhilcarig
average Rs, 5,000, and sometimes rise to Ra, 10,000.
They have now-a-days found competitora in people
of other castes, who also have set up lodging-
houses of their own, The most opulent Adbikaris
are Ramahari Adhikari, Chandrasekhara Adhikari,
Gopinath Adhikari, and Akhil Chandra Adhikari.
Hindujsm is, however, at a discount in Uhitta:gong.
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The few Brahmins that may be found there, are
certainly not the ornamenis of the learned clasas.
Some excellent rules were framed by My, Kirkwood,
lately Magistrate of Chittagong, for the construction
and ventilation of the lodging-lhouses. These, together
with a hospital erected near the local bazar, have
gerved to prevent the spread of disense which, in
former days, used to originale and spread arvound,
from the large concourse of prople that assembled
at the melas. The Adbikaris have now o take oub
licenges from the Magistrate o lodge pilgrims, which
are refused, if their lodging-houses do not conform
with the prescribed rules.

Bettling himself in one of these lodging-houses,
the pilgrim proceeds to bathe in the Fydsakunda
referred to above. This is a small tank, 120 x 90
hands, full of mud and shrubs, the water being so
impure that one would abhor the touch of it. I was
informed that, small as the tank waa, it was believed
that no one could swim across it, or throw a stone from
one gide of it to the other, After bathing in the Kunda
which, however, does nob indicate any signs of being
of an igneous nature as related in the legend trans-

# lated above, the pilgrim makes offerings to the Bafa
7 (Ficus Indica) tree, underneath which Vyasa is said to
have performed the Asvamedha sacrifice.* This tree
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represents the primeval Bata tree, under which the
great Vishnn rested before the creation, It servesas
the veritable * door-keeper ” of the god Chandranath,
and is the presiding deity of the plain below® Itis
snid never to grow old, and to flower in all seasons
for theworship of the god. The pilgrim throws upon
the tree-deity clods of earth, of which il is said to
be very fond, and circumambulates it. The temple
of Vyasa ig pointed out, lying on the margin of the
gpring in a very dilapidated state.

Thence the pilgrim proceeds to the temple of
& ambhundth, or Svayambhunith, the Self-created
Lord. As yom proceed, ithe mount Chandrasekhara
appears before yom in full majesty. You feel a
presence. No wonder that they said that the gods
resided there. Are the Munis still meditating there
on God, under the tall pine-trees ? Are the gods and
nymphs disporling themselves on the bhillocks? All
the old Hindn associations force themselves on you
despite your Western education, The feeling, how-
ever, fades away, when you come to the gite of the
Sitékund mentioned above. According to the Varahi
Tantrat theve are five Kundas at this place called
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Bttdkunda, Rdmakunda, Lakshmonokunda, Brisha-

funda and Nabhdkunda, Bitikund, as related above, -

is no longer in existence. Small holes are, however,
pointed out as the other Kundas, Near them, in
an old temple are the images of Rdma, Siti, and
Lakshmana, These are stone figures, very awkwardly
done, unlike the graceful idols of Calcutta. '
Jyotirmaya consists of flickering tongues of vol-
canie flames in the right side of the ascent to the
temple of Sambhunath. The flames, it is said, dis-
appear altogether at the touch of the impious.
When we visited Jyotirmaya, we found that it had

- been completely put out; and it was not till the

Mohunta of Sitakund, who was acting as our cicerons,
brought another light in contact with it, that the

tongues could be lighted again. It is said that the Lk

flames move about from place to place, sometimes
appearing in the temple of §ambhunath, sometimes
in other places, and at times burn a whole forest.
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The Mohuuta told us that, on one oceasion when he
was coming down #rom the temple of Chandranath,
he was overtaken and scorched by the flames which
suddenly appeared in great force, on the way between
him and the temple of Sambhunath. When we
vigited Chandrasekharn, we found that a consider-
able portion of the forest on both sides of our way,
had been recently burnt down by the fire, Some
portion or other of iha range of mountainsg always
exhibita traces of the lames, Atnight, we witnessed
an extensive conflagration on a distant hilloek. Lord
Teignmouth was probably referring to Jyotirmaya,
when he wrote ths following: © On the side of a hill
distant about three miles from the burning well
(Barabakunda), there is a spot of ground, of a few
feet only in dimensions, from which flashes of fire
burst on stamping strongly with the foot. The ap-
pearance of this spot resembled that of earth on
which a fire had been kindled. I do not recollect
whether it was hot to the touch."s

The linga Sambliundth, the self-created lord, is
gaid to form part of the body of the hill. A
tradition is told that one of the kings of Tipperah
made great endeavours to dig it out from the shrine,
in order to cayry it over to his capital, but without
success. He was directed, it is added, by the god to
content himself with the goddess Tripurfsundari,
whom he accordingly took over to his kingdom.

® Tord Teignmonth's Memora of B Willam Jooes, Val 1L p. 50,

(i
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In the history of Tipperah written by Baboo Kailas
Chandra Sinha,* we certainly read of king Kuméra
liaving gone to visit a linga in Syimalanagar, which
the historian considers to be identical with Chit- ~

tagong. We also read of his grandson king

. "Maksharao, who was a devout worshipper of Biva,

but had failed to obtain a son through the in-
fluence of the god, having wounded the god in his
feet. Offended at this treatment, the god is said to
have left Tipperah. But it is also related that king
Taksharao then propitinted the irate god with a
humpn sacrifice, and got two sons by his influ-
ence. It is not impossible, that this statement
may have connexion with the atbtempt to transplant
the linga Sambhundth; but an old officer belonging
to the Chittagong Collectorate informed me, that the
belief that the linga formed part of the body of the
mount_ was groundless,—it being a movable stone
having artificially imprinted on it in wax the marks
of natural lingahood}—and that the temple was pur-

2,5 “posely kept dark to avoid detection. Mr. Caspersz,

the Assistant Magistrate, who was deputed in 1879

. Babu Kuilas Ohandra Sinha's Ohronicles of Tipparsh, p. 5.
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to the District Magistrate the opening of an aper-
ture in the dome, to serve as a sgkylight which
wounld prevent people from looking in, as well as
give light and air. The well-meant suggestion
could not, I believe, be carried out, as it was
necegsary to avoid what might have been misun-
derstood as uncalled for interference on the part
of Government., Tho temple of Fambhunith was
erected down below in the platean of the hill, as the
ascent to that of Chandranath is mot practicable
throughout the year, especially in the rainy season
which is somewhat long in that part of the country,
owing to ite being hilly. It consiste of two apart-
ments, In the outer apartment are the Bhairava,
Rama, Sita, Lakshmana, Hanumat, Anmapurnd and
olhers, The presiding deity is in the inner apartment,
and is of course, very superior. “The sight of the
face of Eramadisa (another name of Sambhunith)
gaves one from future birith,"* The linga is of a
cylindrical form, about four inches in dinmeter, and
rising about five inches from a cone, the base of
which has been walled around.,

In the courl-yard of the main temple of Sambhu-
nith are many minor ghrines crumbling to decay.
There is a temple of Kdli, the dread consort of
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Siva; a mandir of Jagannith, and Rddhd Kvishna ;
and mount Govardhans so well known in Brindivana.
Close by are the eight Bhairavas, and the burial places
of some of the Mohuntas of Sitakund. On the left,
after passing ambhunith, is a sacred spring with
pucca sides called Gydtunda,~which is considered
eqnal in merit to the famous ghrine at Gaya,—where
the pilgrim shaves and bathes, and offers oblations
to the manes of his ancestors, Proceeding upwards,
the path becomes a mere track, with no attempt at
being a regular road such as leads up to 8'ambhu-
nath. We now come tothe base of mount Chandra-
sekhara. The grand staircase—consisting of about
576 steps, and generally supposed to have been
built by oneof the kings of Tipperah,—which brings
the pilgrim to the temple of Chandrandth at the top
of the Chandrasekhara hill, is giving way a little
here and there; and unless repaired in time, will
render the ascent more difficnlt in future than in
the days before their construclion. Chandrase-
khara* is the highest peak in Chittagong, being
1155 feet in height, and is situate in the centre of
the Sitakund range which, commencing from the

# Chandrandth 48 the namo of the god. The pesk {n called
Chandtesekhara, Ttis also mometumes callsd Chondranéth. Dr.
Hunter also ealls it Chandmath. Althoogh Chandimath is snothor
name of Biva, I have never heard the hill ealled by {hot nime. It
18, howeyer, nsoal to nge Chpndianath and Bilakond ae pynonymons
termms.
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northern end of the Sudder station of the distriet,
runs without Jinterruption to Tipperah, parallel to
the Grand Trunk Road, In the Nwbdna-tantra® it is
mentioned as one of the Kulaparvatas or principal
mountaing of Indin. Wilson in his Dictionary erro-
neously places it in Arrncan. “In the hill of Sita-
kund there is a stone of two descriptions, one appa-
rently of voleanic formation, and porouns, the other
golid containing iron.” The hill is * formed of a
stratom inclined at an angle of 80° north-east and
gouth-west, of hard clay in places; and in others of
gandstona. The surface is generally covered writh
loam, but on the southern slopes of all the outskirting
hills, it is red sandstone or sand.” The original
temple on this peak, bult by a king of Tipperah, fell
down in the cyclone of 1548, when the present
structure, whieh is of smaller dimensions, was erect-
ed by Ram SBundar Ben, a rich merchant, who has
gsince fallen from his high estate. The temple has
little pretensions to artistic beauty. But the view
around the peak was exceedingly beantiful. A ship
that was sailing far off in the Bay of Bengal, appear-
ed like a bird slowly flying on the horizon. The
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ascent of the hill itgelf, it is said, gives salvation.*
The god, however, is an ordinary linga. Sitakund
was, as stated before, visited by Bir Joseph Hooker,
The following is an extract from the account given
by him in page 352 of Vol. II of his Himalayan
Journals: * The road to the top of Bestakund leads
along a most beautiful valley, and then winds up &
cliff that is in many places almost precipitous, the
ascent being partly by steps cul in the rock of which
there are 560 (?). The mountain is very sacred, and
there is a large Brahmin {emple on its flank; and
near the base a perpetual Aame bursts out of the
rock., This we were anxious to examine, and were
extremely disappointed to find it a small vertical
hole in a slaty roek, with a lateral one below for a
dranght, and that it is daily supplied by piouns pil-
grims and Brahmins with such enormous quantities
of ghee (lignid butter), that it is to all intents and
purposes an artificial lamp; no trace of natural
phenomena being discoverable.” I do not koow to
what flame Dr. Hocker thus allndes, Jyolirmaya is
at the foot of the hill, and is also visited by pious
pilgrims. But there can be no doubt that it isa
natural phenomenon.

In order to visit Virupdksha, a phallic symbol of
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Siva (similar to Chandranath and Sambhunath,
mentioned above), ina temple sitnated midway down
the descent from Chandrasekhara, the pilgrim de-
scends by o north-eastronte. Many proceed to Chan-~
dranath after visiting Virupiksha. The ascent to
this temple from the foot of the mountain is not a
pleasant affair. Sometimes you have to take a long
leap, holding in your hand the frail root of an cld
tree. If it gives way, you are at once precipitated
into the abyss below, which seems unfathomable.
On his way to Chandranath from Virnpaksha, the
pilgrim wvigits Unakoté Sivalings in a picturesqne
gpot called Pdtdle Puri, or the nether world, covered
with green folinge, and full of the beanties of nature.
The undualations in the rocky surface of the cave,
drenched with water issning from the gides of it,
are pointed out as Unokoti or 99 lacs of Bivas.
What Mr. SBherring said of its prototype in Benares
applies to this: “The actual number ent out on
the superficies of the stone is not more than o few
hundred; but the Hindoos are not particular in
their definition of numbers.”* Descending from
Virupéksha, we meet the former road again at the
Manddking, This stream is considered to be identi-
cal with the river in heaven of the same name.
It is said that ihe Ganges on starting from the
Himélaya divided itself into three streams, ome
runping through heaven called Mandakini, ancther
# Sherring's Bacred City of the Iindoos, p. 100,
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flowing on earth called Gangé, and the third Bhoga~
vati, which is in the nether world. The water of the
stream is certainly very clear, cool, and sweet.

Of the other shrines, Bdrabakunda is a voleanic
well. It is about three miles’ journey southwards
from the Bitakund village, and is situated in the
game range of hills, Biraba fire, according to ancient
mythology,* originated from the anger of the Muni
Aurve, whose mother’s womb was about to be ripped
open by the Eshatriyns, It was deposited in the
bed of the sea, to prevent it from burning the
three worlds, Itisstatedin the Varali Tantrat that -
Baraba is the veritable fire which sprang from tha
third eye of Biva and destroyed Kima, and that it
is to burn down the three worlds at the final annihi-
lation. The same Tantra also relates that the spring
s four cubits square, with tepid water, and th at the
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fire consiste of seven flumes* The following ac-
connt of the spring is given by Lord Teignmouth :+
¢ The burning well is situated about twenty-two miles
from Chatigan, at the termination of a valley sur-
rounded by hills. I visited it in 1778, and, from
racollection, am enabled to give the following account
of it:—the shape of the well, or rather reservoir, is
oblong, about six feet by four, and the depth does
not exceed twelve feet. Tho water, whichis always
cold, is supplied by o spring, and thore is & conduit
for earrying off the superfluity; a part of the
surface of the well, about a fourth, is covered with
bricle-work, which is nearly ignited by the flames,
which flash without intermission from the surface of
the water. It would appear that an inflammable
vapour escapes through the water, which takes fire
on contact with the external air; the perpetuity of
the flame is occcasioned by the ignited brick-work
as, without this, much of the vapour would escape
without conflagration. This was proved by taking
away the covering of brick-work after the extinc-
tion of the heat, by throwing upon it the water of
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the well. The flames still continued to burst fortk
from the surface, but with momentary intermissions
and the vapour was always immediately kindled by
holding a candle at a small distance from the
surface of the water. A piece of silver placed in
the conduit for carrying off the superfluous water,
was digcoloured in & few minntes, and an infusion
of ten gave a dark tinge to the water.”

Compare with the above, Captain Pogson’s descrip-
tion of the spring—*“In front is a building about
thirty feet square, over the spring ; the descent to it,
by a flight of steps, is about fifteen feet; the rising
heat was like that of a hot bath. TFlames, in suecces-
give flashes, were playing on the surface of the
water, which, from a column of perpetually rising
bubbles, appeared to be boiling, The air they cone
tained, ignited as it came in contact with an oven-
like furnace, which the flames fed, and rendered, on
one side red-hot. The heat of this self-ignited
furnace rendered the surface of the water tepid, but
it is natorally eold. In order to condense, and
thereby perpetnate, the flames, about ome-half of
the spring is built over, with an aperture in the
centre of the arch, through which, looking from the

" terrace above, the flames are seen playing on the
~ water, Persons bathing, tock in their hands and

~on their clothes the water with the flame burning

. on'it. . The-uncovered part is a square of less than

. five feet, and the covered part about the same di-
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mengions, The water is brackish, sulphureouns, and
chalybeate, A servant drank as much of it as he
could hold in both hands united, twice filled, and
wasg 80 severely purged, thathe remained behind, and
laid down until its effects went off ......... The water
of the Balwa koond has an exhilarating effect,
occagions & slight headnche, and a sensation of
fulness, which soon go off. TIts effects are diuretie,
slightly aperient, and creative of hunger,*'*

The well outside the Kunda, formed by water
isguing from the spring, is called Bdsikunda. Here
the devotee first bathes and purifies himself. He
then bathes in the Birabakanda itself inside, and
offers bel leaves and flowers to the flames to appease
the burning god. It is said that at each offer of
the bel leaves and flowers, the god roars lounder to ex-
press his satisfaction. Close by are Dadhibhairava ;
the temple of Jvalakdli ; and the spring of Kumdri.

At a nearly similar distance and similarly sitnated
is Lavandlkhya, the Nuolukka of Captain Pogson
and the Naldala Khya of Statistical Report of 1868-9»
which differs from Barabakunda in the weakness of
its flame and in the inoreased saltness of its water.
The salt-water is used for cooking purposes, though
it is said that the salt cannot be eliminated from
the water. A tradition prevails that this was tested

# Oaplain Pogmon's Nwrative during a Tour to Chatesgron,
P 203,
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by Mr. Harvey* when he was Collector of Chitta-
gong, and that he nccordingly discharged .some
persons arvested for illicit manufacture of salt.
The water, it is said, cures goitre. Around Lava-
nfkhya ave the following: Dadhikunda, o small well
fed by the stream issuing from Lavanikhya ; Guru-
dhvand, another Jyotirmaya ; Brahma Kundz, a hot
gpring on ihe top of a emall hill, east of Lavand-
khya ; Swryalunds, a phenomenon gimilar to Lava-
nfkhya and Birabakunda.} Near Lavanikhya a
place is shown as where the right arm of Bati, the
consort of Biva, fell, cut by the discus of Vishnu,
But no idol is seen theve, and it is not leld in the
same veneration ns Kilighat, Kimékhyd, and similar
places.

Dr. Oldham thus epitomizes Captain Pogson:
“There are scven other springs within a circle of

® Mr, John Inglis Iarvey was Collocter of Chillagong from
1881 to 1887, with short intormusions, during which he aoled ns
Commiesiopnor of the Division. Fude Mr, Coltem's Momoraudnm
on the Revenno IHstory of Chittagong, pp. 118-121,

+ Thers nre Mohuntas at tho lomple of Shmbhunnth, Tiraba-

: knods, and Lavsuwikhyn, OF those, the Mohontn of Samblinnall

is the richosk and the moet woll-known. o is gonerally called Lhe
Mohunta of Bitakond. Tho prescht Molunta of Sitakond, whose
ngme ie Kis, or Don, is s young gemtlomon of excollont rasmers,
and of good edncation, Ho is alse the Mohnnta of Xdinath, in
the {aland of Meiscal. OF this god the samo story is bold ne of
that st Veidynnath, near Deoghur, Tho Mohunias have Lo take n
voir of celibuey, and dre saccoeded by their privcipal disciples,
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gsix miles, called Nuolukkn (Lavanikhya), XKooaree
(Kumiri Eund), Dadhee (Dadhi), Burma (Brahma),
Surnj (Sirya), Chandur (Chandra), and Seeta (Sita).
Nuolukka is warm, vapour ignites on the application
of flame, saline; Iooareeis hot, saline, sulphurecus,
and chalybeate ; vapour ignites. Dadhee, water is
cold, salt. Burma (Brahma?) very hot and saltish,
slightly chalybeate, vapour ignites. Chandur or
Chonder is on a hill, salt and exceedingly hot [ said
to have appeared within the last four months’)
ignites; Scela is pure and limpid.*”

Trom Lavanfkhys the pilgrim proceeds to Salasra-
dhird, » cataract. The water falls beantifully in thin
gtreams, 50 08 to form a natural shower-bath, from
a height of about 400 feet. Thiz is by far the
most pieturesque and romantic of all the various and
wonderful pights of Bitakund, Itis customary for
pilgrims to stand under it. The water of Sahasra-
dhird is considered fo be Siva himself. One cannot
forget the bath at Bahasradhfri. Tt is said, that on
the words “bom bom,” which are peculiar to Biva,
being pronounced, the water falls with gradually
increasing force.

The places noted before are those generally visited
by pilgrims, There are many others, for the locale
of which the curions and the religious will refer to
the Vérdhi Tantrs, the Bradshaw of the shrines of

# Momoirs of the Geclogical Bnrvoy of Indis, Vol. XIX, Pact II,
p. 60,
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Sitalund, From what bhas been said above, the
reader who has.had patience to follow ns to the
end of this book, will, it is trusted, be convinced of
the recent character of these shrines, There is a
sustained effort to plant on this place all the tirthas
which are held in esteem by the Hindoos, For the
most famous shrines of Benares, of Gaya, of Brinda-
van, of Puri, and other places, miniature tirthas are
pointed out in S8itakond.* The remarkable pheno-
mena which nature presents in the place, have aided
the fabrication of supersiitious interpolations and
forgeries. The sacred writings, which have been
quoted before, bear evident indications of the alter-
nate supremacy of the Bivaites and the Vishnuvi-
tes, and of the gradual multiplication of the shrines
esteemed by each sect. But the belief in their
gacredness is firm, deep-rooted, and universal, A
man who holds a different opinion, is looked upon
as irreligions and sacrilegious, even in Chittagong,
where Hindooism is at o discount, Whether on
account of their recent establishment, or from any
other cause, the shrines have mnot received alten-
tion at the hands of the antiguarian and the scien-

# Thero sooms to bo no and of places callod Bitakond, Inp, 28
ants and foolnote, it hna already beon stated that there nre threo £
moro Bitaknnds, besides the Sifalomd in Chitlagong, wis, thoso at
Monghyr, Eelat, and Ceylon. In pages 25 and 85 of Val. XVI of
Conningham’s Arohmologioal Report, thore is menlion of nnother
Bitokund situste on the River Gandak in Tirlud.
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tist. In these pages they have been desecribed by
s layman. But the antiquarian snd the scientist
will be able to ascertain the time when these shrines
were first established, and how they gradually ex-
panded, They will be able to nscertain the effect
of the waters of the several springs, and analyze
the medicinal virtnes, which they are believed to
possess, They will be able fo ascertain the extent
of the Hindoo occupation of the district, and of its
conguest by the king of Tipperah, They will, in
short, be able to complete the amcient history of
Chitlagong, which is now so meagre and unsatis-
factory, .






Lo im i 1 i i il L
iy T poa e T =P

Ar ¢h:enlnﬁ;'l°ﬂ Library,
2 A




	00001
	00002
	00003
	00004
	00005
	00006
	00007
	00008
	00009
	00010
	00011
	00012
	00013
	00014
	00015
	00016
	00017
	00018
	00019
	00020
	00021
	00022
	00023
	00024
	00025
	00026
	00027
	00028
	00029
	00030
	00031
	00032
	00033
	00034
	00035
	00036
	00037
	00038
	00039
	00040
	00041
	00042
	00043
	00044
	00045
	00046
	00047
	00048
	00049
	00050
	00051
	00052
	00053
	00054
	00055
	00056
	00057
	00058
	00059
	00060
	00061
	00062
	00063
	00064
	00065
	00066
	00067
	00068

