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PREFATORY NOTE.

—t—
HE following Memorandum on the Buddhist remains near Kasia has been prepared
at the desire of Sir Antony MacDonnell, Lieutenant-Governor of the North-
Western Provinees, who requested me to visit Kasia, and submit proposals for the
conservation of the monuments existing there. In accordance with His Honor'’s
wishes I devoted three days at the end of January, 1896, to a minute examination of
the Buddhist remains near Kasia and of the surrounding country, When I went out
there I shared the belief so confidently expressed by the late Sir Alexander Cunning-
ham that the remains near Kasia represent the ancient Kuganagara, where the founder
of the Buddhist religion died. Study of the local facts quickly convinced me that the
site of Kuganagara is not at or near Kasii.

The true site yet remains to be discovered. Although it is at present beyond my
power to determine precisely the site of Kuganagara, I venture to think that the
following pages conclusively demonstrate the negative proposition that the remains
near Kasii have no concern with the famous little town where the great master passed
away, and the “ Eye of the world” closed in death. The failure to establish a positive
conclusion is to be regretted, but the destruction of error is the first step towards the
attainment of truth; and the discovery of the true site of Kuganagara will be made
easier by the refutation of the erroneous theory which has been generally accepted for
many years.

V.A. 8.
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THE REMAINS NEAR KASIA,

IN TOE

GORAKHPUR DISTRICT,
THE REPUTED SITE OF KUCANAGARA OR KUCINARA, THE SCENE OF BUDDHA'S DEATH.

T —INTRODUCTORY.

Tae identification of Kasia with Kuganagara, or Kuciniral, the scene of the death
" of the founder of the Buddhist religion, has been generally considered for IANY years
past to be an established fact. When Sir Antony MacDonnell recently asked me if I
considered the identification certain, I felt no hesitation in repl ying that I believed it to
be correct, and when I went out to Kasia at the end of January 1896, to arrange for
the conservation of the interesting remains there, I fully believed that the question as
to the identity of Kasid and Kuganagara bad been set at rest by the excavations and
investigations of Sir Alexander Cunningham and his assistant Mr. A. C. Carlleyle.

Much to my surprise and dissatisfaction, a study of the remains on the spot has
convinced me that KasiZ cannot possibly be the site of Kuganagara, or Kugin@ra, and
that the identification which has been generally accepted as established truth, is largely
based upon misstatements of fact and fallacious reasoning. Since my visit to Kasia I
have learned that Dr. Waddell, the well-known authority on Lamaist Buddhism, inde-
pendently arrived several years ago at the conclusion that Cunningham’s identification
of Kasia with Ku¢anagara cannot be supported?.

Before entering on the controversy as to identification it will be convenient first to
describe accurately the remains near Kasia as they now exist, and secondly to describe
the ancient city of Kuganagara, or Kuginara, so far as the available documents permit.
I propose to conclude my observations by recommendations for the conservation and
further excavation of the extant remains, which, though not on the site of Kucanagara,

ant o the headquartarsof  mbliviion, s o small town 34 miles duo cast of Gamkhpar, Beal gives the following
variants for the name of the town where ied :—Kuoeln Kugi i, E K amak L ucinird
(Buddhist Records of the Westers World, 11, 31). uginagers, Ruginagarl, Rugauagam, Kuqagrimaks and Kuginirs

*Dr. Waddell's views are expressed in s lotter dated 12th March 1893, communicated to me by Dr, Hoey,
1



2 THE REMAINS NEAR KASIA, GORAKHPUR DISTRICT.

are nevettheless interesting memorials of the past and well deserving of preservation and
thorough exploration!, ‘

! I have thought it advisable to use the system of transliteration recently adopted by the Asiatic Societ of Bengal,
although T do not approve of some of its details, . 4 j &

For the Divandgari alplabet and for all alphabets relafed fo it—
Wa, W, T4, % i, S u Fé Wy, Wr SEAR SRR A

¥lo, W4 T ai, wr au, m, : &
w4 Qi Vg qgoh g
g o & ch, = j, & jh, o i,
el 2 th, € d, z dh, o,
it q th, El '&j q dh, qan,
qn L' Pﬁ'! g8 £ bh: Hm,
s TN T & |, g v (=0
a L ) ¥ g, M

In the sbove the eirdma has been omitted for the make of clearness. T have substituted & as the representative of the
guttural pasal for the special charscter used by the Asintic Soclety, which is not in the Government Press fonnt,

In Modern Yernaculars only, g may be represented by r and @ by rh

Aeagraka is to bo represented by an spostrophe, thus, ﬁT\SﬁI #i'pi. Fiserga is represented by 3, Amssrira ia repre-
sénted by s, thas, am'i satnsarya, sud anundsika by the sign ~ over the letter nasalized ; tbmi PR B andson,
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' IIL.—THE REMAINS NEAR KASIA

Tre ruins near Kasid were first noticed by Buchanan-Hamilton, who visited the
place in or about 1810 A. D., and recorded a brief description, which was subsequently
published by Mr, Montgomery Martin in Eastern India'.

In 1837 they attracted the attention of Mr. D. Liston, who published an indepen-
dent short description in the Journal of the dsiatic Society of Bengal®.

Sir Alexander Cunningham's visit took place during the cold season of 1861-62,
and Mr. Carlleyle’s excavations and restorations were carried on during the years

1875.7T7. .
" Since the close of Mr. Carlleyle’s operations Dr. Hoey has effected some small

clearances.
The extant ruins near Kasid all lie to the south of the Gdrakhpur road, and
may be arranged in six groups, as follows :—

(1) an isolated massive brick stiipa, known as Dévisthin, or Ramabhar
Bhawini, situated on the western edge of the Rimabhir Tal, nearly
a mile from Kasig, in an almost exactly sonth-western direction ;

(2) a very small mound of ruins, a short distance to the north-east of
the village Anrndhwa (alias Amrudhwi, or Anraudha), and about
half a mile from the Ramabhiir stipa, a little to the west of
south-west ; :

(3) the great mound, known as Mdithd Kiiar k@ Kot, or the Fort of Matha
Kiiar, including the ruins of a large stdipa, the temple with the colossal
recumbent image of the Dying Buddha, a monastery, and many
subsidiary buildings. This great mound lies about 1,600 yards west-
north-west from the R&mabhar stipa ;

(4) a colossal statue of the seated Buddha situated about 1,100 feet from
the great stipa of the Kot in a south-westerly direction. The
foundations of the small temple which enshrined this statue still exist
to the east of the image. This colossal statue is known locally as
Matha Kiiar, and gives its name to the adjoining mound of ruins ;#

(5) the remains of a brick enclosing wall. This wall has been for the most
part dug up by the cultivators, but can be distinctly traced on the
west as far north as a point opposite the western end of the Kot, and

"Montgomery Martin, History, Antiquities, Topagraphy and Slatistics of Eastern Indis.—Three volames, Svo., London,
1838. This excellent work, which wass printed from Bochanan-Hamilton's manuseript collections, was poblished by Mr. Martin
under his own name. The potice of Kasiyi (Kasiys) will be found at page 357 of Vol. 11, Plate 2 (4, B, C) gives u rongh
sketch on s small seale of the Mithi Kiar mound ;and plate 2 (D) gives a good drawing of the colossa] seated statoe of Mathi
Kuar, :
iNotice ¢f o colsssal Alfo-Relievo, known by fhe name of Mata Koofir, sitvaled near Kusria Tasnah, is pergunnak
Sidowa, Eastern Dhivision of Gorakhpar District,— By D. Liston, Esq, (Jowraal, driatic Sociely, Bengal, June, 1857, Volume
Y pages 477-479,) James Prinsep at onee identifind the colossal seated image as one of Buddha.
The word M&fki cannot possibly mean * dead,” as supposed by Cunningham, who translates the local name of the
monument a8 “ The Dead Prince.” He certifies that the spelling Matha s correct. (Reporfs, 1, 50) Mr. B. Burn, C.8,

the Sub-divisional offfcer, informs me that the ordinary spelling is Mithi Kéar (RIGT E!{].hut that the patwiri and
Qéniingo prefer the spelling Mabthi (ABWI). The colossal recumbent statne bus now received the local name of Budhd Kiar,

a corruption of Buddbn, Although the local people write the word EKfar with the amsevdre, the metos]l pasalization ls the
anundsika, of which the sign s accordingly used throughout.
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on the south to a point distant 380 feet from the colossal seated statue.
The western wall is 520 feet west of that statue.

(6) a number of low earthen mounds or barrows, known locally as Bhimu-
wat, scatiered over the plain to the north and east of the Kot.

The last three items in the above list may be disposed of in few words.

- The colossal image of the seated Buddha (No. 4) is a well-executed medimval
work, and is deseribed as follows by Cunningham :—

“ The statue, which is made of the dark blue stone of Gayi, is split into two pieces from top
to bottom, and is otherwise much injured. The short inscription on its pedestal has been almost worn
out by the villagers in sharpening their tools, but the few letters which remain are sufficient to show
that the statue is not of older date than the 11th or 12th century. The figure itself is colossal, and
represents Buddha, the ascetic, seated under the Bodhi tree at Buddha Gayia. The whole seulpture
is 10§ feet in height by 47 feet in breadth. The height of the figure alone is 5 foet 4} inches, the
breadth across the shoulders being 3 feet 8} inches, and across the knees 4 feet 5 inches,” !

It would be more correct to say that the statue represents Buddha seated under
the Bodhi tree after he had attained the rank of Buddha, and had done with austerities.
The work shows him attended by Padmapani and other celestial beings, and is a good
example of mediwval art. -

Mr. Carlleyle, in 1875-76, excavated the mound east of the image, and laid bare
the foundations of a small brick temple, containing the remains of a brick pedestal
against the western wall on which the statue had apparently once rested. Outside the
walls of the temple Mr, Carlleyle found a large slab of black stone with an inseription
in characters supposed to date from the eleventh century A.D.

The inseription, which was imperfect, is said to have begun with the words—

Om. Namé Buddhdya, namé Buddhdyea bhiksuna.

Mr. Carlleyle, as wsual, does not inform his readers what was done with this
inscription. His reports note a considerable number of interesting objects as found at
Kasid, but rarely indicate how they were disposed of, They are not in the Indian
Museum, Calcutta. (See post, p. 25.)

Buddhism, long after it was extinet in most parts of India, continued to flourish
in the dominions of the Pala kings of Magadha, which extended from Benares to the
mouths of the Ganges. It is impossible to say at exactly what date Buddhism finally
disappeared from Eastern India, but it probably had some votaries as late as A.D.
1300 or even 1400°; and certainly had a large number of adherents during the
eleventh and twelfth centuries.

Dr. Hoey found a Buddhist inseription, dated (Vikrama) Saiivat 1176 (=A.D.
1119-20) at Sgt, the reputed site of Crivasty. 8

Other indications of a late survival of Buddhism near Kasii will be noticed
subsequently,

‘Archaological Surcey Report, Yolume I, page 79,
! Reports, Yol, XV1II, p. 56.

*For nocounts of the Pila kings and their successors, see Conningbam in Feporfs, 2. v, T'ila dynasty of Magadha
and Hengal** in Jndes, especially Yolume X1, page 151 ; and Umes Chander Batavyal in Joursal, Aniatic Sociely, Bengal, for
1584, page 30, 1 greatly doobt the correctness of the sccepted identificstion of the site of Crivasti. I Lnve n strong suspicion
‘-}'“_':"imli should be idintified with Chirdi, or Chabardab, in the Habrsoh district, abont forty miles north-west of Sét-
malidt ( 3dbet mahgt). The latter place, which is commaonly reputed to be the site of Crivastl, will probably prove to be
Sitawys, which was situated eastonrd from Crivast, (Hardy, Manval of Buddhism, 2nd edn,, p. 347.) Chirdi is beiefly
deseribed in Monumental dnfiquilics and Ineeriplions of the North- Weatern Provinces and Oudh, page 203, For the earrecy
uime Sét, sce Hooy in J. 45, Scc. Bon. for 1802, extra number, pp, 2 aud 4

* Joursal, Avigtic Sovicty, Bengal, for 1892, Part 1, Extra Xo., page 67,
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The brick wall enclosing on the west and south the grounds in which the
Kot and the image of the seated Buddha are situated has been mentioned by Carlleyle
(Reports, XVI1II, 96).

The Bhimuwat barrows (not Bhtmdwat, as in Reports, I, 79) are certainly
very ancient sepulchres. Cunningham counted twenty-one of them, and opened
three without result. Carlleyle counted nearly fifty, and found traces of sepulture in two.!
It is impossible to fix their date, but they probably are to be referred to very remote
times, and may be the reason for the sanctity of the locality, and its selection as the
site of the Buddhist monuments. These barrows are very inconspicuous, being small
mounds varying from three to six feet in height, and from twelve to twenty-five feet
in diameter.

At Lauriyi-Navandgarh, about fifteen miles north-north-west of Bettiah (which
Dr. Waddell supposed to be the site of Kuganagara), similar, though much larger,
barrows exist. A skeleton enclosed in a metal coffin was found on opening one of
these barrows. (Cunningham, Reports, I, page 70, plate XXIV.)

The Ramabhir stipa when examined by Cunningham in 1861-62 stood 49
feot above the level of the fields, Cunningham attempted to excavate the stipa,
but was stopped by the roots of a large banyan tree. Some years later a district
officer (Mr. Lumsden, I believe) made a huge excavation, splitting the building
from top to bottom. Nothing was found except a number of so-called seals of burnt
clay or terra-cotta.” *

This st@pa is undoubtedly an ancient one. Cunningham found at its foot the
remains of a miniature stipa, about 16} feet in diameter, the bricks of which were
17} inches in length. Bricks of such dimensions are a certain indication of high
antiquity. I did not notice the remains of the miniature- st@pa, and they probably
disappeared long ago. The Ramabhar stipa is quite isolated, and I ascertained that
there are no traces of buildings having ever existed near it. The building appears
to have been one of the numerous memorial towers erected to commemorate some
incident in the sacred history, and not a relic tower.

The little mound of ruins to the north-east of the village of Anrudhwa has
been sadly misdescribed by both Cunningham and Carlleyle. Cunningham writes :—

¢ Between the Fort of Matha Kuar and the great stipa on the Rimabhar Jhil, there is a low
mound of brick ruins about 500 feet square, which is said to have been a kit or fort, and to which
no name is given ; but, as it lies close to the village of Anrudhwi on the north-east [misprinted
¢ porth-west’], it may be called the Anradhwi mound. There is nothing now left to show the
nature of the buildings which ever stood on this site ; but from the square shape of the ruins, it may
be conjectured with some probability that they must be the remains of a monastery, There are
three fine pipal trees now standing on the mound.”  (Reports, I, page 79.)

Three pages later Cunningham repeats the erroneous assertion that the ruined
mound “is about 500 feet square,” and, silently abandoning the monastery theory, decides
that the mound must be * the site of the palace of the Mallian kings.” His plate
XXVI shows the mound asa square “ fort” with well-marked elevated sides, each
side according to the scale being about 700 to 800 feet.

! Reporis, XVIII, 04,
* Reports, 1, page 77 ; XVIII, page 75.
s

22885

N
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Carlleyle (Reports, XVIII, 92) points out that this mound is more than 800
feet distant from the village, and not only 500 as shown in Cunningham's map, and that
the dimensions are “ much less than General Cunningham'’s estimate.” Actual mea-
surement gave the length of the eastern and western sides as 170 feet, and that of the
northern and southern sides as about 115 feet each. These figures would give an area
of 2,166 square yards, but even this calculation is excessive. The mound is in reality an
utterly insignificant little heap of ruins composed of small bricks of no great age,
situated in No. 231 of the Cadastral Survey map, of which the area is 4 biswas 16
biswansis, that is to say, less than quarter of an acre.

It is absolutely impossible that this trivial little mound, which most people would
pass without seeing it, could have been either a monastery or a palace.

The villagers say that it was oecupied by Banjiras, an explanation of old ruins
often given in this part of the country, and probably correct in this instance.

Cunningham makes another blunder in saying that this mound lies between the
Ramabhir stipa and Maths Kiar's Kot. ¥t really lies about 500 feet south of
the line connecting those buildings. 1 cannot believe that Sir Alexander Cunningham
personally visited this little mound. ¥ he had, it would not have been possible for him
to misrepresent the facts so completely. This unfortunate accumulation of misstate-
n.ents about the Anrudhwa mound has played a large partin the identification of Kasia
with Kuganagara.

I now come to the description of the principal and most interesting mass of ruins,
the so-called fort, or kaf, of Mathi Kaar.

This mound, which is situated in mauza Bishanpura, measured, when examined by
Cunningham in 1861-62, in length about 600 feet from north-west to south-east, and in
breadth from 200 to 300 feet. (Reports, I, 77). Carlleyle, fourteen or fifteen years later,
found that the great mound had been considerably encroached upon and diminished
(ibid, XVIII, 86). The total length now is about 500 feet, more or less.

The large scale plan drawn by Mr. Abdul Ghani, tahsildir of Deoria, shows the
relative position of the various buildings traceable in the mound'. Mr, Carlleyle’s
plates V and VI in Volume XVIIT and III in Volume XXII of the Reports, may also
be consulted. Cunningham’s rough sketch in plate XXVII of Volume I is useless,
A similar rough sketeh is given in plate IT of Eastern India.

The eastern end of the kot consists of an almost detached mound (C), which
seems to me to have probably been the site of a brick temple. A flight of stairs near
the north-western corner is still distinctly traceahle.?

Immediately west of this mound is the great stapa, resting on a double plinth.
The east side of the lower plinth, according to Carlleyle (Reports, XVIII, 65) measured
92 feet in length, and the height of the plinth from the original level of the ground
varied from four to four and a-half feet.

This lower plinth projects three feet eight inehes beyond the upper plinth, the
height of which, according to Mr. Carlleyle, varies from four feet two inches to five feet
six inches.

! Plate. The map was drawn to the scale of § feet Lo the inch, and has been reduced o the scale of 32 feet,
* This mound is very incorrectly delineated in Curlleyle’s plate 111 of Volume XX11I of the Eeports,
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The double plinth was constructed to carry two buildings, namely, the great stipa
to the east, and the temple enshrining the colossal statue of the Dying Buddha to the
west.

The buildings were approached on the western side by an upper and a lower
flight of stairs. ;

The north-western portion of the mound was occupied by extensive quadrangular
buildings, almost certainly a monastery.

The foundations of several other minor buildings are also traceable, but consider-
able excavation would be required to render a detailed description or delineation of them
possible.

The incomplete excavations carried out by different people during the last thirty-
five years have reached the original level in only a few places. KEnough has been
exposed to show that the plinth of the great stiipa and temple was erected in a court
erowded with small votive brick stipas of various dimensions. 'This court was in part
certainly, if not throughout, paved with brick and concrete.

The five small stipas (Nos. 1 to 5) were exhumed by Mr. Carlleyle, and are shown
in his plan (plate V of Reports, Volume XVIII). The group of seventeen little stapas
(E) at the north-east corner was excavated by Dr. Hoey. Only one of these is shown
in Carlleyle's plan. Several stipas flanked the stairs to the west. One of these (No. 7)
is nearly 13 feet in diameter.

The great stipa itself has been pretty well extricated from the rubbish which long
concealed the greater part of the building, and the circular neck is now fully exposed
and easily accessible by a little clambering. No trace of the pilasters noticed by
Mr. Carlleyle (Reports, XVILI, 79) now remains.

The diameter of the base of the sti#pa is about 58 feet (58} according to Carlleyle)
and the height of the topmost point of the ruined core of the dome was about 58 feet
above the original ground level in 1875. It is nowsomewhat less, because Mr. Carlleyle
removed some bricks at the top to prevent risk of damage to the temple, which he
calls the temple of the Nirvana. He estimates that the total height of the building
when complete “did not exceed 150 feet ” (ibid, page 80). Cunningham (Reports, I, 77)
thought that the total height of the stipa above the plain had not exceeded 85 feet.
Mr. Abdul Ghani guesses the original elevation to have been about 100 feet. The
estimate of 150 feet is certainly a great exaggeration.

There is no doubt that the stipa, the ruins of which are now standing, is a
reconstruction of A much older building. This fact was perceived by Cunningham
(1, 77), and is fully demonstrated by Carlleyle (XVIII, 74), who found “huge bricks,
ornamentally carved with beautiful devices completely hidden in the very centre of
the mass of masonry.” I also saw some of these bricks embedded in the existing
tower. Carlleyle argues with probability from differences in the sizes of the bricks
used tliat the s#iipa bas been twice reconstructed, and that the building which we now
see is the third one erected on the site. He assumes that the earliest structure
dated from the age of Acoka in the third century B, C. The large size of the cldest
bricks (about 14 inches in length) indicates that the original structure was of early
date, though not necessarily as early as A¢oka. That emperor has obtained credit
for.more buildings than any sovereign could possibly have erected.
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The temple (called by Carlleyle the temple of the Nirvana) in which the colossal
statue of the Dying Buddha is enshrined, stands on the same plinth as the stipa, and
at a distance of about 13 feet to the west of it. The story of the discovery of the
colossus buried under a mass of rubbish fullen from the ruined stipa is told by Carlleyle
(XVIIL, 57). That gentleman rebuilt the temple and restored the statue at an
expense to himself of about Rs. 1,200 (XXII, 24).

_ The temple consists of an oblong chamber, just large enough to contain the
statue and its pedestal, with enorinously thick walls. The entrance faces west, and
is approached through an antechamber. When the temple was excavated the walls,
though much damaged, were found standing. The roof had been erushed in, but suffi-
cient traces of it remained to show that it wasa pointed arch constructed in the Hindu
manner with bricks set on edge. Carlleyle, following these indications, reconstructed’
the roof, and inserted windows in the north and south ends, He al=o erected a tiled
roof over the antechamber, which has disappeared. The roof of the temple is still in
tolerably good repair.

The statue when discovered was broken into many fragments, The material is
said to be sandstone. Carlleyle recovered as many fragments as possible, and when
fragments were not available, he did not hesitate to make up the deficiencies with stones
and Portland cement. He also painted and coloured the statue, and ultimately left
it in his opinion, “perhaps even better than ever it was” (XVIII, 58, XXII, 18).
Within the last two or three years Burmese pilgrims have covered the whole image
from head to foot with gold leaf.

The sisighdsan, or pedestal, on which the image lies, was repaired with equal
liberality. Three small human figures are carved on the east side of the pedestal facing
the entrance, and below them is an inscription in two lines, about which Carlleyle
printed much nonsense (XVIII, 59). An ink impression was submitted to Dr. Fleet,
who has published the following correct account of the record :—

“The inseription is below the figurc of a man, sitting in a squatting position, on the lower part
of the western side of the pedestal of a colossal stone statue of Buddha, reoumbent, in the act of attaining
nirvana, Which was found by Mr. Carlleyle in the course of excavations in o large mound of ruins
at this village [Kasia].

The writing, which covers a space of about 1’ 8§" broad by 2}” high, is in & state of very good
preservation, except that the name of the sculptor is partly illegible in line 2. The average size of
the letters is about 4", The characters belong to the northern class of alphabets, The language is
Sanskrit ; and the whole inscription is in prose. The orthography presenis nothing ealling for remark.

The inscription does not refer itself to the reign of any king, and is not dated ; on palmographical
grounds, however, it may be allotted to about the end of the fifth century A.D. Tt is a Buddhist
inseription ; and the object of it is to record the gift, by a mahavikarasvamin named Haribala, of
the figure below which it is engraved.

TEXT.
1. Déya-dharmi-yam mahivikirasvamind Havribalasya.
2. Pratimdc-Zyam ghatita Din ... ma (1) gvaréna
TRANSLATION.

‘ This (is) the appropriate religious gift of the mahivihirasvamin Haribals. And this

image has been fashioned by Ding -- magvara (7)1

' Gupta Tnseriptions (Cerpus Inser, Ind,, Vol, 111, P- 272; Ko, 60 ; Plate XL, ©), Carlleyle professes to priot Fleet's \'Hﬂu:
(Beporfs, XVIII, 60), but, as usual, ingorrectly.
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It is quite possible that this inscription may be as early as A. D. 400. The
technical term mahdvikdrasvdmin may be translated Abbot or Superior.

Carlleyle has given a number of minute measurements (Reports, XVIII, 99—101).
I quote the prineipal measurements of the temple and recumbent colossus.

Temple.
1. Outer length at base, north and sounth
2. ,  breadth ,  northend
3. " E1) n south ,
4. Thickness of wall
5. Inner length of chamber
6 5 brealth: . ..
Antechamber or Vestibule.
1. Outer length
2 5 width
3. Thickness of wall
4, Inper length
5. , width
Recumbent Colossus.
1, Length of pedestal
2. Width =

3. Length of statue

L

about

swE

Ft.

47
32
31

9
30
11

In,

LwWwoo oW

35 11

14

5
26
10

23
5
20

A brick bench, fourteen inches in height, said to be part of the
runs along the inside of the front and end walls of the antechamber.
The temple is adorned on the outside with a terra-cotta cornice, or moulding, which

is in its original position, about 4} feet from the floor.
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original structure,

Some sculptures (including a Buddha from Rudrapur, with an imperfect medize-
val inscription ; see Reports, XVIII, 49) are collected at the entrance. A slab,
measuring about 21X 1}", covered with very peculiar symbols, is let into the ante-

chamber wall at the left side of the temple entrance.

position.

e

It is said to be in its original
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KUGANAGARA. 11

III.—KUCANAGARA.

I smALL not attempt in this paper to settle affirmatively the question as to the site
of Kucanagara. I believe that the question is ripe, or very nearly ripe, for settlement,
and hope that a final and satisfactory decision will soon be attained.

At present I propose to go into the question only so far asis necessary for the
criticism of the generally accepted theory that Kasia represents Kuganagara.

1 have described the remains which now exist near Kasia, and now proceed to state
the known facts concerning the topography of the ancient town of Kuganagara.

Our principal authority is the celebrated, learned, and accurate Chinese traveller
Hiuen Tsiang, who visited the spot between A. D. 630 and 640.

He describes the stiipa built over the cinders from the funeral pyre of the Buddha,
and proceeds to say :—

« From this, going north-east through a great forest, along a dangerous and difficult road where
wild oxen and herds of elephants and robbers and hunters cause incessant trouble to travellers, after
leaving the forest we come to the kingdom of Kiu-shi-naki'e-lo (Kuginagara). !

The capital of this country is in rains, and its towns and villages waste and desolate. The brick
foundation walls of the old capital are about 10 i in circuit [i.e., 1§ mile]. There are few inhabi-
tants, and the avenues of the town are deserted and waste. At the north-east angle of the city gate
is a stiipa which was built by Agoka Rija.* This is the old home of Canda (Chun-t'o) ; in the mid-
dle of it is a well which was dug at the time when he was about to make his offering (to Buddlia).
Although it has overflown for years and months, the water is still pure and sweet.

To north-west of the city 3 or 4 li [i.e,, § to  mile], crossing the Ajitavati (' O-ghi-to-fa-ti)
viver, on the western bank, not far, we come to a grove of gila trees. The gila tree is like the Jiuh
tree, with & greenish white bark, and leaves very glistening and smooth. 3

In this wood are four trees of an unnsual height, which indicate the place where Tathigata died.

There is here a great brick vikira in which is a figure of the Nirvina of Tathagata, Heis
lying with his head to the north as if aslecp. By the gide of this vihdra is a stiipa built by Agdka
Raja ; although in a roinous state, yet it is some 200 feet in height. Before it is a stone pillar to
vecord the Nirpdna of Tathigata ; although there is an inseription on it, yet there is no date as to
year or month .

By the side of the vikdra, and not far from it is a stipa. This denotes the place where
Bodhisattva, when practising a religious life, was born as the king of a flock of pheasants . . . This
stipa is still called “ the extinguishing fire stipa.” . . .

By the side of this, not far off, is a stiipa . On the spot Bodhisattva, when practising a religious
life, being at that time a deer, saved (or rescued) living creatures .

To the west of this place, not far off, is a stiipa. Thisis where Subhadra (Shen-hien) died (enfered
Nirvana) . . . . Besidethe (stipa of) Subhadra’s Nirvina is a stiipa ; this is the place where
the Vajrapani fell fainting on the earth . . The Mallas, with their diamond maces [vajra] . .
fell prostrate onthe carth . . . By the side where the diamond (mace-holders) fell to the earth
is a stipa. This is the place where for seven days after Buddha had died they offered religious

¥The distance, it will be observed, In calculated to the kingdom, not to the capital.

*The Life bas :—* Within the city st north-east angle is a sfiips built by Agika-rija on thesite of the old house of Canda."
*The gila or sila tree [ﬁﬂ‘?{l 'Q']E) is the well-known timber tree, the sal or siku (Shorea robusts), still siundant

in the Garskbpur forests. In the Life tke distance is expressed in slightly different terms :—* Three or four /i to the north-wesk
of the town we cross the 'O-shisto-fa-fi (Ajitavatl) river, Mot far from the tapk of the river we come toa ¢ila grove."
(Beal, Life of Hinen Triang, p. 9T}
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offerings . . . . . To the north of the city, after erossing the river, and going 300 paces or so,
there is a stiipa. This is the place where they burnt the body of Tathagata . . . . . Passing
the golden river (Kin-ho) to the north, they filled the coffin up with scented oil, &e.” . . . By the
side of the place of cremation is a stiipa; here Tathagata, for Kagyapa's sake, revealed his foct .

By the side of the place where he showed his feet is a stiipa built by A¢oka Raja. This is the
place where the eight kings shared the relies. In front is a stone pillar on which is written an aceount
of this event . Be7 ot

To the sonth-west of the relie-dividing stipa, going 200 [i or =0 [i. e., about 34 miles], we come
toa great village ; here lived a Brahman of eminent wealth and ealebrity . . ., .

Going 500 Ii [4. e., about 54 miles] through the great forest, we come to the kingdom of Plo-lo-
ni-sse (Baniras).!” :

The annexed sketch map shows in a convenient form the relative position of the
notable objects described by the traveller.

The town was a small oue, only 10/, or about 1§ mile in circuit, and eonse-
quently little more than halfa mile across. Thisstatement of Hiuen Tsiang is confirmed
by the tradition of the protests made by the faithful attendant of Buddha to his selec-
tion of so obscure a place as Kuganagara for his departare from the world. Why,
he asked, die in a “poor village, this sandhole, this straggling village, this suburb,
this semblance of a town,” when the six great cities of (rivasty, Sakéta, Campa,
Varinasi, Vaisali, and Rajagriha were all longing for the honour of witnessing the
departure of the Master ? (Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, page 136.)

The town, though small and of no account when compared with the magnificent
royal cities enumerated by Ananda, the ruins of each of which to this day cover many
miles, was yet encircled with brick walls, and the foundations of these walls and the
ruined streets could still be traced in the seventh century of our era.

The river Ajitavats (called Hiranyavati in other books), flowed to the north and
west of the town. A tope, or stapa (No. 1), built by Acdka, stood * at the north-east
angle of the city gate,” The grove of sal trees in which the Master passed away stood
to the north-west of the town, at a distance of from half to three-quarters of a mile
from it, across the river. At, or close to, this grove was the temple of the N irvina
containing a statue of Buddha, “ lying with his face to the north, as if asleep,” (No. 2)
Close to this temple was a great stipa of Acoka (No. 3), which, though ruinous in the
pilgrim’s time, was still about 200 feet high.  An inscribed stone pillar (No. 4) was beside
this great monument, and uot far off were two more stipas (Nos. 5 and 6). The stipa of
Subhadra (No. 7) was to the west, not far off,. Two more stiipas (Nos. 8 and 9) were
in the same locality.

To the north of the city, 800 paces or so beyond the river, a stapa (No. 10) mark-
ed the place of the Master's cremation, and in the same direction were two more stapas
(Nos. 11 and 12), and a second inseribed stone pillar (No, 13).

The sacred buildings, therefore, fall into three distinct blocks. The first consisted
of a single edifice, the ancient stipa of Ac¢dka to the north-east of the city gate, on the
southern side of the river. The second group consisting of eight monuments was on
the other side of the river, to the north-west of the town, and consisted of a great

' Beeords of Western Conntries, Volume LI, pages 31—43. The reader shonld obeorve that the distance given la
again Lo the kingdow, not to the city. Much of the difficulty in interpreting the Chinese pilgrims’ itineraries is doe to their
hlutrof frequently reckoning distances to kingdowms or countries, and not to citio. Unfortunately we do nct know where the
Erontiers of suy kisgdow shoald be placed in the Bfth and seventh centuries A. D,
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EKUCANAGARA. 13

temple or monastery containing a recumbent image,! six s#iipas, including one of vast
dimensions, and an inscribed stone pillar. All these structures were near the grove in
which Buddha died. The third group of buildings stood to the north of the town,
less than a quarter of a mile across the river, and consisted of three stiipas and an
inscribed pillar marking the scene of the cremation.

The account given by the earlier Chinese pilgrim, Fa-hian, who visited the place
about A.D. 403, is not nearly so full as that of Hiuen Tsiang, and differs from it in some
details. An examination of the points of agreement and difference is instructive, and
will help the student of the pilgrims’ works to appreciate the value of their topogra-
phical information.

Fa-hian places Kuganagara twelve ydjanas to the east of the Charcoal tope, where
the cinders from the pyre were enshrined. Hiuen Tsiang gives the bearing as north-
east, not east, but does not specify the distance along the *dangerous and difficult road.”
I have no doubt that the bearing given by the later and more observant traveller is the
more correct, and that Fa-hian used the words “still to the east” very loosely, being
indifferent whether the bearing was due east, south-east, or north-east. It is easy to
prove that this degree of laxity of expression is habitual to Fa-hian.

The omission of Hiuen Tsiang io specify the distance is probably due to the
dangers and difficulties of the road in his time, which rendered exact calculation of
distances troublesome. In Fa-hian’s time the road was probably more open.

Fa-hian, with his usual indifference to accurate expression of direction, places the
grove of sdl trees where Buddha died on the north of the town, Hiuen Tsiang places
the grove to the north-west.

The town, which was almost quite deserted in the seventh century, had still a
small monastie population in the fifth,

“Tn the city,” says Fa-hian, “ the inhabitants are few and far between, comprising
only the families belonging to the different societies of monks.”

The earlier traveller mentions specifically only five of the notable spots included
in his successor’s list. The five are :—

(1) the scene of Buddha's death;

(2) the spot where Subhadra attained to wisdom;

(8) the spot where offerings were made to Buddha in his coftin for seven days ;

(4) the spot where the Vajrapdni laid aside his golden club ; and

(5) the spot where the relies were divided.
These correspond to the grove and the monuments Nos. 2, 7, 8 and 9 in Hiuen Tsiang’s
list, and all belong to the north-western group. Fa- hmu makes no mention of the
northern group of huildings, or of the stiipa of Acdka north-east of the city gate. *

There is no real discrepancy between the accounts of the two pilgrims.

“The term vikira {fﬁﬁ; or ﬁm) may mean either & temple or & monastery., Hinen Tsiang's phrss “a

great brick riddra, in whioh is o fignre of the Nirvipa of Tuthigata™ appears to refer to o temple mther ﬂilﬂ to u monastery.
No momstery st Kuganagam is distinetly mentioned by Hiven Tsiang, thongh the earlier traveller Fo hian in the 8fth centory
found sanghardmas, or monasteries, still existing, and occopied by s fow monks.

*My quotations are from the latest version of I-.u hian's Trorvels, that of Professor Legge (Oxford, 1886), page T0.
This translation, althongh it corrects ita pn.ﬂmﬂ in several partienlars, seems to be little known, and is mrely gquoted. He-
ference in usnally made to Mr. Real's revised version in Volume I of Budddiet Records of fhe Western World (Boston, 1885 in
Triibner’s Oriental Series), In the passage disenssed in the test the versious of both scholurs substantially agree. The only differ-
ence of any moment is that Mr. Beal tranalitorates the name of the river as Hirmpyavati, whereas Professor Legge tranaliterates
the mame ns Nuirfijand, and remarks in & note ¥ confounded, aceording to Eital, even by Hslan Chwang [ Hiven Tsiang], with
the Himfiyavali, which Aows past the city on the south.” According to Klaproth the Chinese word in Fa-hian's text is Hi.lign,
and in other Chiness works it ia called Shi-lai-no-fa-ti, or Swvarnaralf, which is syponymous with Hirauyavatf,

4
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THE SUPPOSED IDENTITY OF KASIA AND KUCANAGARA. 15

IV.—THE SUPPOSED IDENTITY UF KASIA AND KUCANAGARA.

I ax now in a position to examine the arguments which convinced Sir Alexander
Cunningham, and his Assistant Mr. Carlleyle, that the ruins near Kasia are those of
the ancient Kuganagara. The identification was made so positively by these authorities,
and with such an apparent show of reason, that it has been usually accepted without
demur, and until my visit to Kasia I entertained no doubt on the subject. No one
could be more surprised than I was to find that anprejudiced local investigation proved
the identification te be impossible.

In 1883 Sir A, Cunningham wrote :—

% Mr. Carlleyle’s great work of the season was the complete exploration of the rnins at Kasii,
which I had already identified with the ancient city of Kuginagara, where Buddha died...... By his
patient and methodical explorations at Kasia Mr. Carlleyle has fixed its ideptification beyond all
doubt. On the west side of the great sfiipa he discovered the famous Nirvina statue of Baddha, just
as it was deseribed by the Chinese pilgrim, Hiunen Tsiang. Itis quite certain that this statue is the
same that was seen by the pilgrims, as there is an inseription on the pedestal of the mourning figure,
beside the couch, of two lines in characters of the Gupta period. The figure is colossal, 20 feet in
length, and is represented lying on the right side with the right hand under the head, and facing te
the west precisely as deseribed by Hinen Tsiang. The statue was enshrined in a vaulted temple, the
vault being constructed in the old Hindu fashion, such as is found in the great temple of Mauhabodhi
at Buddba Gayia. In this construction the radiating voussoirs are placed edge to edge, instead of
face to face.

Altogether the identifieations in this report mutually support each other, and their positions
are well sustained by the two fixed points of Kapilavastu on the west and Kuginagara on the east. "

This extremely positive and confident language used by the official head of the
Archwzological Survey naturally carried convietion with it, and I am wvotaware that
any doubts as to the identification of Kasia with Kucanagara have yet found their way
into print.

The argument employed by Cunningham, in the last sentence of the passage above
quoted, was demolished some years ago. His equally confident identification of Kapila-
vastu with the remains at Bhuild in the Basti distriet is now universally rejected, and was
certainly erroneous.? The supposed * fixed point” of Kapilavastu therefore disappears,
and with it goes the whole series of identifications of places between Bhuild and Kasia
made by Mr. Carlleyle, which are certainly all wrong. The identification of Kasia
with Kuganagara must consequently be proved, if at all, by arguments altogether inde-
pendent of the supposed site of Kapilavastu.

I cannot now attempt to discuss the geographieal position of Kapilavastu and
Kuganagara with reference to the fixed points of Crivasts, Vaisili, Rajagriha, and
Benares. That discussion would be of a rather complicated character, and would

IConningham’s preface to Volume XVIII of the dArchaclogical Swreey Reports, being Carlleyle’s Haport of a Tour in
the Gorabhpur district in 1875-76 and 1876-77.

¥n 1879 Cunningham wrote in the preface to Volume XII of the Reporfsth t “the result of my examination was the
miost perfect convietion of the aecurany of Mr. Carlleyle's identification of Bhuild Tal with the site of Kapiluvastu, the famons
birthpiace of Sikyi Muna.” Nevertheless, that identification rested on no substantial grounds = Seme of the ressons which prove
it to ba erromecus have been twico printed by Dr. Filrer, viz., in the Skargi drchilecture of Jawnpur, Calcutta, 1859, page 69
being Volume 1 of the Areheological R-ports, nei reries, and Volame X1 of the New Jmperial Series; and aguin in Monumenial
Antiguities and Inseriptions in the N.-W. P, and Oudh, Allﬂu‘lm.!, 1501, page 222, This volume is Volome 11 of the New
dmperial Series  Many other rensons may be addaced besides those given by D, Fihrar.
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require much time and space. I confine myself at present to purely topegraphical argu-
ments and still undertake to demonstrate that Iasia eannot possibly represent
Kucanagara, - d
The identifieation was originally suggested by Professor H. H. Wilson, and when
Cunningbam undertook his first, tour as Archwmological Surveyor in 1861-62, he was
willing to believe that Kasia might prove to be Kuganagara. After visiting the place
in the course of that tour he quickly arrived at the conclusion that the two places must
be identical. With his ususl disregard of philological principles he had “ little doubt
that Kasia should be written Kusia, with the short . ” This conjecture is, of course, of
no value as an argument, and it would be difficult to find an example of the change of
the labial into the guttural vowel in an accented syllable. The supposed corres-
pondence of Kasia with Kuganagara “both in position and name” is therefore
reduced to an alleged correspondence in « position ” only, The argument as to position
(Reports, 1, 80) rests on Cunninghany’s assumed value for the ydjana, and his interpre-
tation of the Chinese pilgrim’s observations concerning the relative positions of Kuga-
nagara, Vaisali, and Benares. That question, as T have said, I will not now go into,
and eontent myself with remarking that it is not so simple as Cunningham supposed.
At the time of Cunningham’s visit in 1861-62, the eolossal recumbent statue of
Buddha had not been discovered, and the topographical arguments in favour of the
identification of Kasia with Kuganagara were extremel y feeble, Cunningham had to
admit that of the various stapas mentioned by Hiuen Tsiang “most have now disap-
peared.” He attempted to explain (1, 76) this awkward fact by suggesting that bricks
bad been removed by the people, and that changes had been eaused by “inundations of
the Little Gandak river, which at some former period must have flowed close by the
sacred buldings of Kuganagara, as there are several old channels between the two
principal masses of ruins, which are still occasionally filled during the rainy season.” 2
Cunningham evidently appreciated the obstacles in the way of the desired identi-
fications caused by the troublesome fuets. He again yemarks (p. 81) that “owing to the
wanderings of the Little Gandak river, itis somewhat diffieult to follow Hiuen Tsiang's
account of the sacred edifices at Kucinagara.” It is indeed diffieult, because the pilgrim’s
account, though it agrees with the facts of Kasia in some particulars, is absolutely
irreconcilable with them in others. There is no reason whatever to doubt the accuracy
of Hiuen Tsiang’s account of places which he personall y visited, and when his account
18 inconsistent with local facts, an identification hased on an attempt to force the facts
into agreement with the account must be rejeeted.  Sir Alexander Cunningham’s
Strong prepossession in favour of the identification of Kasia with Kuganagara un-
fortunately led him, as in the case of Bhuili and Kapilavastu, into an unconscious twist-
ing of the facts. He was naturally much strock by the curious coincidence between the
nawme of the village adjoining the Buddhist ruins near Kasii and the name of the Buddhist
saint Aniruddha, who took a prominent part in the obsequies of the Master. Qne form
of the name of the village is Aurudhwa (7% 49a1) and the coincidence between that

-

1 hope un another oecasion to examing the problem of geogruphicnl position, To do so now is unnecessary, and
extend this paper to an unwieldy balk. The esnct site of Cravnsti is not clrt-ir;unu. p-3) 3 = Jhias e

"By “the twoprincipal masses of ruing" Cunningham means the Rimabhie Stips and the Marha Kiar Koy, Chan-

nels betwean thess really exist, but yhere 8 £o channel where Cunninghaw's thsor Wired obé; nawmely,
village of Aurudliwi and the £37, e R e
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form and Aniruddha (Wf=%4) is indisputable. T also heard the name pronounced as
Anraudhi (ﬂ?nm) On the new Cadastral Survey maps the name is written Amrau-
dha, with m not n; ( Iﬂﬁ[’dl), and some people declare that this form is correct. If
it is, then the name has nothing to do with Aniruddha. Cunningham did not learn the
m form of the name, and considered it :—

“ More than probable that the village of Anrmudhwa must have received ifs name from
some former memorial of the far-sighted Aniruddha, the cousin of Buddha. In Sheet 102 of
the Indian Atlas the name of this village is spelt Anircodwa, which is more correct than the
name written down for me by a Brahman of the place. The existence of this name in the
immediate vicinity of the ancient monuments of Kusia [sic] must I think, add considerable
weight to all the other evidence in favour of the identification of Kusia with the ancient
Kusinagara ” (I, 84).

The repeated use in this passage of the fictitious name Kusia is a good illustra-
tion of the necessity for caution in reading Cunningham’s works.

The ruins called Matha Kiar ki Kot and the colossal seated image of Buddha,
called Matha Kiar, are situated within the limits of mauza (townland) Bisanpura. An
old man informed me that long ago the lands now known as Bisanpura were included
in Anrudhwi

Cunningham at first “conjectured with some probability” that the buildings
which once stood on the site of the mound near Anrudhwi village must have been a
monastery (I, 79). Three pages later he arrived at a totally different opinion.

“ After a long and attentive comparison of all our available information,”

He writes :—

1 have come to the conclusion that the famous eity of Kuginagara must have ocoupied the site
of the mound and village of Anrudhwi. The ruined mound, which is about 500 feet square, T would
identify as the site of the palace of the Mallian kings, which was in the midst of the city, and to [the
city itself I would assign an extent of about 1,000 feet on all sides of the palace. This would give a
square area of 25,500 feet, or nearly half a mile on each side, with a eirouit of 10,000 feet, or nearly
2 miles, as recorded by Hiuen Tsiang ™ (I, 82).

The mound which on page 79 was ““a monastery,” has become * the palace of
the Mallian kings ” on page 82. The utterly insignificant and scarcely visible mound
near Anrudhwa is stated to be 500 feet square. In Plate XXVI a faney plan of
this mound is given showing a square fort-like structure including three separate
eminences, and about 800 feet square according to the scale. Carlleyle (XVIII, 92)
found the measurements of the mound to be about 170% 115 feet, which would give
an area of 19,550 square feet. The cadastral survey measurement, as already mentioned,
gives a smaller area, namely, 4§ biswas, equivalent to about 10,530 square feet, or less
than a quarter of an acre. Cunningham’s “square area of 2,500 feet " is, of course, a
blunder (500 X 500 =250,000),

Cunningham also misrepresented in his plate the position of this ill-used mound,
which is really about 800 feet north-east of the village (Reports, XVIII, 92), and
not 500 as shown in the plan,

This series of extraordinary errors plainly indicates that Sir Alexander Cunning-
ham did not personally examine the Anrudhwi mound. Many of the erroneous
statements which disfigure his Reports are due to his unfortunate practice of trusting
to the observations and measurements of his native staff, without checking them

5
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himself. If he had himself examined the little mound near Anrudhwa, he must have
perceived that it is probably not very old, and that it certuinly could not possibly
have been the site either of a monastery or a palace.

Hiuen Tsiang, in or about A.D. 635, found the distinet remains of a walled city
existing. “The capital of this country,” he observes, “is in ruins. ... . The brick
foundation walls of the old capital are about 10 Jiin circuit. There are few inhabitants,
and the avenues of the town are deserted and waste.” T examined minutely the site
and surroundings of the village of Anradhwa, and am able to affirm positively that
a walled town never at any time existed at or uear the village, which presents no
sign of antiquity. It'is a mere collection of huts. Tt does not stand on a mound, and’
there are no broken bricks or pottery, or in fact any signs of ancient habitation, in
the adjoining fields. It is absolutely impossible that a walled town, which still existed
in a dilapidated condition in the seventh century, shonld have disappeared without
leaving a mound or a fragment of brick, On every ancient site the fields are full
of broken brick, and such a site must necessarily be raised above the surrounding
country.

Cunningham’s plate gives an outline of the recorded extent of ancient city,”
extending about 1,000 feet on each side of his imaginary palace.” There is no indica-
tion whatever of the existence of buildings round the little mound which he dubbed
“ the palace of the Mallian kings.” A few broken bricks and potsherds may be found
in one direction only as far as about 200 yards from the north-west corner of the little
mound up to an old well, and that is the only sign of antiquity about Anrudhwa. No
signs of ancient habitation exist between the mound and the Ramabhir stipa on the
edge of the til. That monument is absolutely isolated.

The fact that no walled town ever existed at or near Anrudhwi is fatal to the
identification of the Matha Kiar ki Kot with the scene of Buddha's death,

Hiuen Tsiang places the grove where Buddha died, and the eight monuments
(Nos. 2 to 9) commemorating the event, to the north-west of the town of Ku¢anagara,
on the far bank of the Ajitavatr river. The kit of Matha Kiaris to the north-
west of Anrudhwa, and, if the kof is the scene of Buddha's death, Anrudhwa must
represent the walled town. It is quite certain that no walled town ever existed on
the site of Anrudhwa.

Mr. Carlleyle, while correcting several of the blunders in his chief’s description,
has allowed his own imagination free play, and has dreamed that he could see the
traces of the (I) “city proper or secular city,” and (II) ““ an outer eity, which might
be called the monastic or religious city” (Reports, XVIII, 94-97). All that he
really saw was the old boundary wall of the grounds surrounding the kf. His
¥ secular city, inhabited by the nobles, the military class, the traders, the artisans,
and the labourers, and containing the palace of the Mallian nobles,” which is supposed
to have been *situated to the south-east, and to have commenced at a point about
1,500 feet to the east of the village of Anrudhwa, &c.,” has not, and never had, any
existence save in Mr. Carlleyle’s imaginative pages.

The exposure of the mistakes in the Reports is tedious, but T must peint out that

the descriptions given by both Cunningham and Carlleyle of the old river channels
near Kasia are extremely confused and untrustworthy. Certainly there is no channel,
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nor was there ever a channel, between the k3f and the village of Anrudhwa The
ground between the village and the %f is high. The river Ajitavati certainly flowed
between the town of Kuganagara and the scene of Buddha's death.

If the other conditions for the ideutification were fulfilled, it would perbaps be
possible, though not altogether easy, to find places in the Matha Kaar ka Kat for the
eight monuments described by Hiuen Tsiang as existing near the grove of death.
But both Cunningham and Carlleyle have to admit that they can find no trace what-
ever of the northern group of four monuments (Nos. 11 to 13), three stiipas and a
pillar, which according to their theory should be traceable between the village of
Anrudhwi and the Gorakhpur road.

As a matter of fact, the only remains in this position are the prehistoric low tumuli
already described. Mr. Carlleyle counted nearly fifty of these barrows (XVIII, 94) ;
and it is absurd to suggest that while these have been spared, every trace of the
northern group of monuments described by Hiuen Tsiang has been swept away. Both
Cunningham and Carlleyle try to give a northern extension to their imaginary town
by dragging into it the Kusmi Pokhar, an ordinary tank situated about midway
between Kasid and the K¢, This tank presents no warks of antiquity, and there is no
reason to suppose that it has any connection with the Buddhist remains,

The various attempts made by both Cunningham and Carlleyle to identify the
isolated Ramabhar stipa with any of the monuments described by Hiuen Tsiang are
complete failures.

Cunningham wished to identify the Ramabhir building with the cremation
stilpa, but also thought that it might possibly correspond to the stipa of Acoka “at
the north-east angle of the city gate” (I, 84). Carlleyle (XVIII, 90) thought that
the Ramabhir edifice must be the cremation stipa (page 90), but on the next page
changed his mind, and decided that it could not be the cremation stipa, and might
be the ‘relic-dividing” stipa. He then proceeded to identify the cremation stapa
with “a small low sloping round-topped mound, about 50 feet in diameter, with a
large tree growing on the top of it,” which he says he found existing 175 feet north-
east of the mound near Anrudhwi. These wild conjectures are not deserving of
serious criticism.

I now proceed to briefly sumup my reasons for maintaining that the remains to the
south-west of Kasif are not only not proved to be, but are proved not to be, those of
the ancient Kuganagara.

(1) The existing remains are ‘not at Kasid, but at a considerable distance
from it. There is no reason whatever to suppose that the name
Kasia has any connection with the name Kucanagara or Kusinara,
while there are excellent reasons for supposingthat there is no such
connection ; nor have the ruins any necessary connection with the
modern town of Kasis,

(2) The value of the yjjana is very uncertain, and the interpretation of the
evidence as to the geographical position of Kucanagara is, both on
account of the uncertain value of the yjjana, and for many other
reasons, a very obscure problem, !

' am to domonstrate that owing to its geographical position Kasii eannob bly be Kugaoagam, but
ihe proof mmamwmmm % BN e ety p



20 THE REMAINS NEAR KASIA, GORAKHPUR DISTRICT.

(8) The identification by Cunningham and Carlleyle of Bhuila in the
Basti district with Kapilavastu has been proved to be erroneous,

tion of Kasia with Kuganagara highly improbable.

(4) The topography of Kucanagara is minutely described by Hiuen Tsiang,
as it was in or about A.D, 635. If the remains near Kasig are those
which adjoined Kuganagara, then the village of Anrudhwa must
correspond with the fortified town of Kuganngarn ; & river must have
flowed between that village and the Matha Kaar Ia Kot ; traces
should be visible of a group of monuments north of the town, as well
as of another to the north-west ; and there should be a stapa at the
north-east angle of the city gate. None of these conditions are
satisfied at Kasia,

(5) The great stipa at Kuganagara was, even when ruinous in the time
of Hiuen Tsiang, still about 200 feet high. The great stiipa near
Kasia was probably never more than 83 feet high, according to
Cunningham’s estimate (I, 77). Carlleyle’s estimate of 150 feet as
the maximum possible height is absurd. Consequently the great stiipes

Mr. Carlleyle had before him the words of Hiuen Tsiang :— There is here a great
brick vikdra, in which s a figure of the Nirvana of Tathiigata. He js lying with his
head to the north as if asleep. By the side of this vik@ra is a stiipa builg by Agika
Raja; although in a ruinous sta » yet it is some 200 feet in height. »

Mr. Carlleyle, assuming that thesite was that of Kuganagara, and the sliipa on the
kot was that mentioned by Hiuen Tsiang, excavated a protuberance on the mound near
the stipa in the hope that he « might possibly have the good fortune here to hit upon
some remains of the famous statue, " (XVIII, 57). After digging to the depth of about
ten feet he actually came on the thigh of the recumbent colossus now exhibited, and he
gradually exposed the whole of the enclosing shrine with its antechamber, both of which
he subsequently repaired and restored,

The discovery of this great image, “just as it was described by the Chinese pil-
grim, Hiuen Tsiang,” seemed to Sir Alexander Cunningham and Mr. Carlleyle conclusive
proof of the desired identification. The coincidence that, while the explorer was look-
ing for a *Nirvina statue,” his pickaxe should actually strike one, is unquestionably
curious and startling. But it is very far from being the conclusive proof which Cun-
ningham and Carlleyle imagined it to be,

The attitude of an image of the dying Buddha was fixed by rigid convention, and
never varied. Every such image must correspond to the description given by the
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Chinese pilgrim as “lying with his'head to the north as if asleep.” Consequently,
unless such an image existed at Kucanagara only, the discovery of it could not prove the
place where it was found to be Kugsnagara. But it is well known that the image of
the dying Buddha was a favourite subject of Buddhist art from Kabul to Burmah.
Several examples of it on a small scale are known among the Grmco-Roman sculp-
tures from the Yusufzai or Gandhira country, and I have elsewhere shown that the
motive is copied from Grmco-Roman sarcophagi. ! Colossal statues of the Dying

Buddha are still numerous in Burmah, where they are known to occur more than
100 feet in length. T am not aware of the discovery of any example, except the Kasia
one, in India Proper, but it is extremely probable that such statues existed and that
some of them will be found. Sir Alexander Cunningham has himself suggested that
the so-called Nine-yard (naugaza) graves, which exist at Ajodhya and in many other

places, and are variously ascribed to one of the patriarchs, or to some Musalman saint,

mark the positions of colossal images of the Dying Buddha. As Dr. Waddell observes,

“such images were usual at great relic shrines,” and the existence of one at Kasii no

more proves that place to be the scene of Buddha's death, than the existence of one

at Rangoon entitles that city to claim the honour.®

VG rmeo-Roman Influsnce on the Civilisation of Ancient India (Jowrnal, deiatic Society of Bengal, Volame LVIII,
Part I, 1800, 126). * s pehiet zu den geistvollsten Vermnotungen von Vineent A. Smith, die Vorlage su dieser ansdrock-
vollstenn Komposition dar alten buddhistischen Kunst selen griechische und somische Sarcophagreliefs gewesen (A Griinwedel,
Buddhistische Knnst in Indien, Berlin, 1593, page 106).

*The so-callod “ giant's grave " at Gopilganj, four miles north of Dindjpur in Bm;in]. is 67 feet lomg. Another
aimilar tomb exists o mile south of Dindjpur. (Lied of dnciené Monuments in Beagal, Caleutta, 1806, p. 164) MNaugaza tomby
are qumerous in the Bohtak distriot of the Panjib (Conningham, Bepords, XVI, 147). c
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V.—CONSERVATION.

Tue question will naturally be asked :—Granting that the site of Kucanagara has
not yet been found, what holy place do the remains near Kasia correspond to, and are
they worth preserving, although they do not mark the scene of Buddha's death ?

I am not disposed to add another to the mass of rash and ill-considered identifi-
eations which have done so much to obscure the study of early Indian history, but I may
venture to say this much that, if the ruins near Kasia were visited by the Chinese pil-
grims, they may mark the spot where a stipa was erected over the chareoal or
ashes taken from Buddha's funeral pyre. Fa-hian (Legge, page 70) places this spoti
four ygjanas east of the place where Buddha sent back his horse. He gives no
deseription, but simply. mentions “the chareoal tope, where there is also a monastery,"!
Hiuen Tsiang is, as usual, more communicative, and notes that—

“ By the side of the ashes stipa is an old sanghirdma [monastery], where there are traces of
the four former Buddhas, who sat and walked there.
On the right hand and left of this convent there are several hundred st@pas, among which is
one large one built by Agoka Raija; although it is mostly in rains, yet its height is still about 100
feet.,” (lHlecords, 11, 31.) : .

The large stapa on the Mathd Kaar ki Kit may well be the Ac¢ika stiipa referred
to. Its height was recently 58 feet, and Cunningham himself (I, 77) ealenlated that
its original height was about 85 feet. It cannot possibly have been 150 feet high, as
supposed by Carlleyle (XVIII, 80). The great stipa of the Nirvana at Kuganagara
was 200 feet high, even when ruinous in Hiuen Tsiang’s time.

My plan actually shows 28 stipas, small and great, now visible at the Kit, and
many more would certainly be disclosed by excavation. Itis very probable therefore that
“ several hundreds” once existed in the precincts. Anybody who has visited Buddha
Gayi will uuderstand how votive stipas are crowded round holy places.® The ruins of
a monastery also exist on the Kot. Though the suggestion that the remains near
Kasia mark the site of the Charcoal Tope seems to me plausible, it requires dis-
cussion and verification, and is open to certain objections. I canuot at present insist
on it.

If it should prove correet, it will fix the site of Kuganagara as lying to the north-
east of Kasid across the Gandak either in the Champéran district north or north-north.
east of Bettiah, or in Népial. Dr. Waddell has suggested Lauriya-Navandgarh, where
there is an A¢oka pillar, 15 miles north-north-west of Bettiah, as being the true site of
Kuganagara. But the materials for an exact determination are not at present available,
The ancient sites in the northern parts of the Champiran distriet along the old road

IBeal ealls this monument the * Ashes Tower,” Legge points out that the Chinese character Is more accurately
rendered by the word * charcoal,” Remusat has * o tour des charbons,” which Laldlay in his verswon (page 221) trans.ates
“The Tower of the Charcoal."

*Cunningham (1, 78, observes that the Ko¢ is just snch a moase ns wonld have been formed by “ the roin of & eon-
siderable nomber of independent baildings, such as o cluster of sf@par of all sizes™ Carlleyle says (X VI, 67) :—" In the cwrse
of my geneial excavations [ found & numerons assemhilnge of very sgall brick sfdpes seattered over the eastern half of the great

mounid.” He cleared away severnl (id, 70 and XX11, 55}
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from Pataliputra to Nepil scem to be very numerons,! and no one knows what is in
Nepil. _

Whatever ancient place the remains near Kasia way ultimately be identified with,
they are of much intrest and well worthy of conservation. 4

I am not aware of any equally well-preserved group of Buddhist remains in these
provinces, and am of opinion that the site near Kasig would repay both excavation and
conservation.® .

The measures required for the conservation of the remains now exposed would be
neither difficult nor expensive.

Nothing can be done for the Rawabhar stapa. It has been rent from top to
bottom by the ill-judged excavations of Mr. Lumsden, ]

The Mitha Kiar ka@ Kot should be declared the property of Government. It has
been taken possession of by the Collector (Dr. Hoey) in an informal way, and nobody
is allowed to remove bricks from it.

The great stipa requires some slight repair to make it safe. T would not attempt
to restore it, but would simply keep what is left of it standing.

The roof of the temple of the Dying Buddha leaks a little, and should be mended,
The door also requires repair.

The tiled roof put by Mr. Carlleyle on the antechamber has fallen in. It is not
necessary and need not be replaced.

A Brahman, whom Mr, Carlleyle settled at the place, has ereeted a small Maha.
d&o at the top of the steps, and derives a trifling income from offerings. He has also
been allowed to build himself a good house and make gardens on the mound, as shown
in my plan.

He might be kept on as watchman at Rs. 4 a month, and, if necessary, his house
and garden could be eleared away, a small sum being paid as compensation. The
bungalow and hut built by Mr. Carlleyle should be cleared away, if excavations are
undertaken ; but the bungalow, with some repair, would be useful during exeavation, and
need not be cleared away till the last.

A very small sum, say Rs. 100, would suffice for the trifling repairs to the stapa,
etc., which are at present required.

The following inseription on a slab let into the wall behind the Dying Buddha
was set up by Mr. Carlleyle :—

* This famous statue and temple of the Nirvina of Buddha wese discovered, and -li.li;lilg with the
adjoining stapa, exeavated and the statue (which was found broken and scattered into numberless
fragments) was entirely reconstructed, repaired and restored, and the temple also repaired and roofed
in by—

A. C. CARLLEYLE,
Krsixacara, Assistant Archwological Surveyor,
March 1877. } ; Archaological Survey of India.”

‘See the map of the district, and Carlleyle’s notesin  Beports, XXI1I, pages 47-67. My most recent stodies incline me to
hlhr;thu.l. the site of Kugunagars Is to be songht in Népal, probably near the upper course of the Rapti, wud about forty miles
from Kathminily,

*The efipa at Sarnith is more perfeet, but the group of remalng near Kusia i more interesting, and loss damagedd.
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The word « Kusinagara” should be wholly obliterated. The rest of the inseription
may stand, because the temple may be loosely described as one of the Nirviva, though
the strictly correct word to use for the death of Buddha is parinirvdaa,

No excavations should be allowed except for a definite purpose and under com-
petent direction, If they are undertaken, I should be disposed to begin with the
eastern mound (C on my plan), which should be cleared carefully so as to show its
nature. I think it is a temple,

I would then clear the base of the plinth of the great stipa on the east and north
sides down to the original ground level, carefully preserving any votive stipas, ete.,
which might come to light.

The excavation should then be continued along the north side of the monastery
(D) so0 as to completely expose its walls, and the internal excavation of the monastery

- should be earried sufficiently far to disclose its plan. The steps approaching the
temple of the Dying Buddha should also be cleared, and, if funds permitted, the space
between the temple and the monsstery should be opened out. The southern side should
be left to the last, and sufficient land outside the mound should be acquired to permit
of the deposit of all material excavated. The land is poor and of small value,

Of course, all moveable antiquities found should be carefully preserved with
records of their exact find spots, and suitable rewards should be given to the finders,

The antiquities found by Mr. Carlleyle have mostly disappeared, They are not
in the Indian Museum, Caleutta, The following is a list of them :—

' f

Object. Where found. Reference,

e

1 | Inseription on large black slab, in characters | In small tem le near seated Reports, XVIII, 56

of 11th century, beginning Om. Nams tatue cnlhnrﬂﬁ!ﬁﬁ Kuar, XXIT, 16
Buddhaya, namgs Buddhaya bhiksung.,
2 | Human hones and charred substances e+ | Antechamber of temple of | Ditto, XVIIL, 62
Dying Buddha.

3 | Red terracotta figure of Buddha in the atti- At north-east corner of found- Ditto 67
Eudnhuf teaching, two feet two inches in ation of plinth of greut stiipa,
eight.
4 | Iron bells and rods -+ | East of great stiipa = | Ditto 7
o lnmgéauuli" G;nég, in dark greenish-blue stone, Ditto .-« | Ditto 67
1'8" high.
6 | Small sitting figure of woman, called Miyi | Embedded in wall inside ante- [ Ditto 67
Dévi, by Car leyle, in dark greenish stone. chamber of temple.
7 | Small broken figure of Visnu ... -+ [ Bouth side of great mound. Ditto 68
(Nos. 57, said to have been
“carefully fixed inside the
: temple.”)
8 | Three fragments of the sculptured eanopy | South side of temple - | Ditto 68, 69, and
and frame of a small statue; containing a XXII, Plate IV.

miniature representation of the Dying Bud-
dha, 2} inches long, and having remains
of an inseription on the back, including
the name Sariputrasya.

9 | Beated Buddha, a foot high, with Buddhist Inside & small votive stipa | Ditto XVIIT, 9,

ereed in mediseval characters on back. to south. ﬁrd XXII, Plate

10 | Female figure in dark-coloured stong «s | Ingide votive stipa close to Ditto, XVIIT, 70,

i o

! During the passage of this pa throogh the press, this slab has been found at the Colloctor's house, where it was
removed for safa costody. Tt will be EE:rh the Luu'tpnou- Provincial Museum. Tha inseription Is very imperfoct, and the
dato has been lost. [t gives o long genealogy of & line of kings, including near the end Lakshmags, Rijs Diva and Civa Kija,
The record is in charscters of the eleventh or twelfth century,

7
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Object. Where found. Reference.

Number.

—

1 | Bmall copper-plate, about 43”x 1," inscribed | In deep excavation in front of | Reports, XVIII, 70,
with Suddiist oreed in characters sup- temple of Dying Buddha. and XXII, Plate

Fna! by Carlleyle to be of ith ecentury. IV.
u]dyu-fer the characters rather to the
#th or 9th century.
12 | Twenty terracotta seals, or votive tablets, | At back of temple .. | Ditto, XVIII, 70
with Buddhist creed in characters of later
date.
13 | Ornamentally carved huge bricks, with beau- | In core of great stipa e | Ditto, 74
tiful devices.
14 | Terracotta seals or votive tablets w» | In Rimabhir stipa (during | Ditto, 75
Mr. Lumsden's exeavation ).
15 | Ash and charcoal ... .+ | In barrows .-- | Ditto, 94
16 | Two pots of cowries . | In temple adjoining seated | Not mentioned by
statue of Matha Kaar. Carlleyle. The go-
raif said he saw
them found.

This list proves that inscriptions exist in the ruins, and raises reasonable hopes
that some record may be found which will definitely determine the identification of the
spot.

I think that it would be worth while to undertake excavations. If the Kof is
proved to be the Charcoal Tope, or any other place visited by the Chinese pilgrims, the
determination will be most valuable, and will go a long way towards settling the posi-
tions of Kapilavastu, Kucanagara, and all the intermediate stages. ;

At present no point on the pilgrims’ route between Cravasts and Vaisili has been
determined.

All the identifications made by Cunningham and Carlleyle, which all depend on
erroneous identifications of Kapilavastu and Kuganagara, are demonstrably wrong,

11¢h July, 1896. V. A. SMITH.
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