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THE BUDDHA'S FOOTPRINTS

Liv

w

I H. Prixces Biyapaskapaxa, 'V

Avcording to popular beliel based ou ol ltemture, there are five
gennine Foutprings of the Buddba; the rest nre imitations. The
names of the five places whers the Footprints are to by found are
given as follows in the PAl§ linguawe —

Suvapgamilike Suvanpapabbate Sunmnakate Yonakapure

Nmnutuulii.yn. nidiyi l_us.ﬁl_'upilhwuru.l.p vyl i Joivate,

Thiw three Foobprints, st Suvapnamialike—1 do not know where it
is; ‘l'urmkalll.rrn. Gireek lrit}'. ]u'u]nbl_\- i the ]'n.njul'p or Afghanistan
snd Nonmnuadia o viver, which lows through cantrnl Indin down to

Powhrthe eoast of Madvae, ave ontxide (he sope of this papsr.  OF the five

P']I.nu.nnmzs, auly two eoneertt us here; Suvappapabbata has besn jdenti-

fied as a hill in Siam, and Swosoakige is known in present-lay
geography as Adnw's Penk in Coylow

oy present paper | propose bo speak, first, of the Footprint o
the north-enst of Aywlliyn, on o Will in the distriet of Saeaburi,
known as Suvanpapabbata. 1t is not my purpose to deseribie the
Footprint, with its Tample and onthuillings and groumds as they
stund to-doy.  Hathor will I speak of its history, how and when it was
discoverad, or possibly re-discovered. Tt will be of intercat to realize
the extent of the veneration in which the Foobprint lus been hold hy
the people of the eountry, from Ling to peasant. o no small measire
it i= wo held wtillk Tt will, again, o interesting to note how the
Templa wromiils hinve heen the seeny, on eoutLliss oevasins, of ddis-
plays of skill in sports and games, the drams, pyrotechnies snd so

HLX puger rooal it a el seeting of the Siam Seciety hald on dhe 20th
of Dwcmnber, 1954,
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forth; how the Footprint has provided occssions for  the calling.
together (I won't say mobilization) of at any rate some of the King's
forees, and how it has affarded apportunities for the Sovercigy to be
with his peoplo outside the eapital, thus contribug ing, if only in-
diveetly, to the officient administration of the State.

In the seeand part of my paper, 1 propose to touels briefly on the
symbolism of the Footprint. and, with your permission, advance my
own view on it Any new theory on such an old subject i nocessa-
vily & bold une, sud | bope that I may count on your indulgenee.

I will now begin at the begiuning and go back to one of the oldest

known pieces of litetature in whicl th subject has been found, I
teler to the mmnmmﬂmﬂﬂl I, that is to say, the Commontaries of
the Buddhist Seriptures,
The m:‘lméﬂn. or Buddhist Seriptures, are deseribed as NI, or
words attribated to thy Master, The Books ace usually spoken of
in English as the Sacred Texts, as distingnished {rom the Commen-
tarios,

In the Saerel Texts there is o chiaptor vutitled erTmrmﬂ.n,.m.r,
in, * Chapter on the temching imparted by the Budidha to 4 disciple
1) bk, Pun Y g iy expilinin, purlinps tnnecessarily, that o sutta
or B8 may be didactic, aml cunsists mainly or whally of a diseotrse
given by the Master; or it may b listories], anid telites to nn event
oF chain of evonts  The suflie to which | rufer is a didictie one i
the Sacred Texts, but in the Uommentary it beeomus mninly o story,
with many mirseles

Lwill give vou a gist of the story in the Commentaries, but belops
duing o 1L woulidl vanark, tiest, that the Commpntaries wers written
i Cuylon many evntaries after the demis: of the Buddha sl the last
parts, in which one story “ppears, were written about nine lundved
years after the Mastur's death, 1 would remnrk, secondly, that the
Footprint is baruly mentiomed in the Sacred Tuxty themselvis, | have
askad o Pali sebolar, on whiom [ h-:l:.'. t loak through the Sacrved
Texts and give me o note ou the teseription or characteristios of the
Buddhn's Footprint,  He reports having found it wentioned in three
plisces in the Saervd Toxts; and Uiey nzmve in duseribing the Buddhn's

R MNajjbime Nikam, Uparipawiisa, v, Hubiyatana vagon : v. Lopl
Chalmers; Further Dialognes wf th Butilha, 1, - S07,
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Footprint as containing cakra or wheels. with spokes and othor om-
bellishmonts. A Wheel niny Te understood to be a ling which forms
n eivele, just as in palwistry there are lines which form triangles,
and 50 on, 1 do not kuow if it is rare to find cireles on the soles of
one's feet—I have nob looked for them dn oine, not Leing wel of
# contortionist—bat o friend tells e that he has two cirelos on Lis
fieet.  He dovs not elaim to be o Buddlin on that aeeount; snd s
therefors nob gone to & mental home.  As vegueds the embellish-
munts mentioned in the Sacered Texts, the Connnentaries expand
them into tens of pietures—onn hook gives the sumber as 108,  The
pietures are said to be o teee, o0 head-dress, o lotus, & white water-
lily, » blue water-lily, a red water-lily, & spear, 2 bogging-bow! and so
forth,  You will find that the bronze Feotprint in the National
Musemn is covored with pictures | so is the covnr of the Footprint at
Flira Bad. Now, it is impossilile to boliove that the commentators
mtended it to be unidlerstoo] that theve were real pictures on the
Footprints | and I amn inelined to think that, as in palmistry the Jines
or swellings on the palw of the hand are oalled by different names,
80 thie lines or other featuees on e side of L foot ud nanes given
them.  We still have palmistry for reading the band.  Had they, o
few thouswnd years ngo, n similar system for reading the fool { 1f
they had, then surely a = red lily * 8 not a pictars of a lily eoloured
v, Bt o line or swelling somowliors on the sole of a fool, just as in
pilmistey the “ mount of the moon " does not moan a picture of a
mountain or of the moon. 1 eannat quote literature o support my
theoey, but 1 inmgine that the oll eommentators provided s many
pictires on the Buddha's Foolprint to keep ont elaimants to Buddhn-
hood. 1 may say that | have nover spen the actusl Footprint i the
rock ot Plun Bad, for it bhes o cover whicli, s 1 have said, is full of
pictures. T am told that the indentation in the rock is bare, aml I
bave not bl sofliciont curiosity to ask for the cover to be removed
for inspection.

Now the gist of the story from the Commentaries  There Tived
in the distriet of Sundparanta two brothers, Uiy, the Elder Pun,
aud agund, the Younger Pan. Thoy took turns to travel with 800
earts to trude o distant losds, sod on one ocession the elder Pan
arvived at Savattli while the Buddha was staying outside the eity.
O the morning after his arcival, the merchant gaw o large wnber
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of ritizens passing through & city gate, and on enguiry was told that
the Buddhn was present in the neighbourhood prenching to the peaple.
The elder Pun joined the erowd anwd was soon engrossed in the words
ol the Master ; so muelr so that there ol then he resalved fo retiounes
his earthly position to enter the monkhowd.  This e did after hand-
ing his eutire wealth to his younger brother.  Thereafter he pttend-
ol upon the Buddha for instruction, aod finally, with the Master's
npproval, repaired to o distant hermitage which had been prepared
for him by his brother.

During the following rainy senson, the younger Pun, with 500
ships, went on i ses-vorngre and weeived at an islnad where the mer-
chants found an abundance of sandal trees,  Said the werchants
mmong I‘.]mmﬂ&h"ﬂs: “This il‘!tﬂlld coufains I.I-ch.l'l'lj.[ hut Eumlnbwood.
which, however, is more valonble than our merclinndize. Lot us east
nwny oue woods and veplaee thw with this wool”  The trees were
secordingly enb duwn, sud the ships soon sailed sway with sandal-
woud instead of their original cargoes

Now, the ishud was imhabited by evil spirits who disliked to liave
their trees eut down ruthlessly, and they resolyid to destroy the
merclants wholesale, T avoid having human esvesses putrifying on
thair island, they plamed to lave the ships eapsized in the open sea.
Thius o sudden gule struck the boals, and the spirits showed thei-
selves i awfal Tupms to demoralise the erews,  The yowgrer Puy, in
wenbad preyer, invoked  bis pions beother's sid,  The older Pun
appesred Noating in the air, whersupon tie evil spirits seattersd in
foar.  The ships roturned huwie safely, mud cael werchiant, in grati-
tide, offired the pions man somn of his sandal-woord, They were
told that if they desired to beliold the Buddha in person, they mnst
build o pavilion with the sandal wood they had offered,  They did
s il Who eldue Tun, by Iis supesnatural power, journeysd through
the wir to the Buddha's alide, il invited him to visit the merehants
atd presch to thene  The Buddha aceepted the invitation, aml, asson-
panind by seversl hundred membens of the Brotherhood, travellod
theough the air by means of canyeyanees provided hy the sed Indrs,
Oy the way the Buddha broke his Journey to visib s heathen hormit
named wysnul Sacenliuidha, to whon lie preseliead. Tl it was
eatverbeld, and joined the travellers in the rest of t]in-irjm:r:my by air.
After spewling several days with the builders of the sandal wiod
pavilion, the Buddha reburned o Savatthi; bub when passing the old
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hermit’s hill, le stopped there again,  The new convert was persisd-
wil to remain in Lis old beemitage in onder to reetify the wrang
views which he had preschel to the people of the neighbaurhoal.
The ennvert nnderstosd his duby aml consentesd to stay, but he asked
the Budiblin to leave his Footprint as o miemento of lis visit to the
eonntry,  The Master il s Henee, T mny whl, the Footprint to
the north-east of Ayndbyn.  On the zame journey, the Buddha als
visited the king of snakes on the bank of the Naemadi River, aml
loft another Footprint there by request.  The Narmadi River is in
Contral Indin.

I havo given at eonsiderable length the story from the Comment-
aries on whish belief in the genuineness of the Footprint is hased. 1
am now resdy to turn to Sisnese history, sod it is Ceylon agiin to
whom we are indebted for knowledge of the existence of the Foot-
print lnSiom.  But in the course of my paper, I shall have occasion
ta refer to the Buddlin’s Footprints in other countries; notably the
ome on Adam’s Peak in Ceylon and that at Bodh Gayn in ludia,
and it will be convonient to confer on ours a distinetive appellation.
[ propose to eall our Footprint by the name of the hill on which it
stands, & e, guiLuzne, Suvagnapabbati {Giolden Hilly, and horeafter,
whare it is necessary to distingnish it from other Footprints, 1 will
refer to it as the Golden Hill Footprint,

Mring the reign of the Sinmese King Song Dharm of Ayndliya
(oarly 17th esntury & 1), o mmaber of Sismese monks went on a
pilgrimege to the Adam's Peak Footprint, in Ceylon.  'The Coyloness
motiks asked them: = Why do you eome here when, according to
the saored books, vou have n Buddha's Footprint on Golden Hill in
your eomntry.”  The Smmese wonks, on their return from Ceylon,
reported the eonversation Lo King Song Dharm, who ordered s search
to ho made.  The Governor of Saraburi veported that a honter nom-
ed gy, Pan (s namesake of the pious wan in the Commentaries) knew
of a footprint on & rock.  The hunter had noticed that an animal
which he had shot and wounded went up a hill and disappearod in
a thick growth of vegetation, and presently emerged apparently
without Hurt.  The hunter was surprised, snd on investigation dis-
eovered an indentation o o rock Iull of elear water. Ho drank it,
and the disease on his skin disappeared.  The hunter next emptied
the water for o cloger examination of the indentation, and found it
to be the murk of a human foor, The King was enthusinstio over
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the veport, and set ont in statu from Ayndbya.  His Majesty travellul
the first stage of his journev by viver, and Tanded at o place which
has since become known s #ydk To-run, i. o Boat-landing.  Frow
there the Journey was continued by land, the hunter, x L, acting
as gaide.  The King's delight on beholding the Footprint is recorded
in history. Many were the candles and ineonse sticks which he
lighted beforo it, and he raised his folded hands to his head agnin
and again,  He dedieated the snrrounding land, to the extent of ton
miles in radiug, to the Footprint, and omdersd a0 Temple and Monas-
tery to be built on & grand seals. By his command, a rend 20 metros
wide was mnde hetweon Boat-landing and Golden Hill, On the
river itself, o royal house was constructell, the spot on which it stood
being styled ﬁ-..\i'urqn, Tachpo-snuk, i e = Landing where Royalty
derives Enjovments”. The constriction of the Temple and other
buildings took four years, and after its completion the King went to
the Footprint nguin; the festivities in conneetion with this visit were
on the grandest seale.

There is no record in Siamese history of any more visits by King
Song Dharrn, but it is impossible to bolieve that e nevir wenl again
during the remnining sevantoun years af his life. To all probability he
visited it ones u year.  King Song Dharm's sldest son, who reigned
enly for s year wod seven months, was probably too wubiappy in his
enreer on the Throne to pay o visit Lo the ‘ootprint before his
assussination, ‘and Song Dhoru's youngest son, who followed his
brothir to the throne, was only ning years old.  Within a faw weeks
the boy-king was doposed by the pawerful and wmbitious noblemin
wha had placed both him mnl his bedther on the throme anly to pull
them down ngaine Thie uollenian asurped the throne and founded his
own dymasty, of which the founder and King Narai wore the two not-
able monarehs. From the time of this usurpor, evary King of Ayudhya
vikited the Frn:.t.print., ani for some of e Soversigns the vigit was o
fixed annual event. Luprovements and repairs were made to the
Temple and grounds from time 1o time, nud the place beeanio o roval
pleasure-ground ay well as a shrine,  After the fall of Ayuidbya, the
fiest Suviereizn of the present Dynasty ondored the restoration of the
Temple. The King, m':irnnl!mﬁ‘l. sppointed a commission to inquire
into the histary of the Footprint and the administration of the Foot-
print district.  There is on reeond & Statemont made before that
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eamimission by a Footprint official who servidd during the time of the
Ayndhya Kings  Apart Trom its other details, the statement is
interesting b that it atfrds an insight into the system of government
mider the Kings of the old Dynastiea It appoaes that from the tine
of “il‘lg Sl.'l'l‘lg I, the ohiol official of the F-I'H)t-llriut WiLH ulllmint-
ed from the eapital. That wonll be so, uiturally, sinee, apart
from the jwportance of the Footprint ns o Sheine, the surroumd-
ing conntry, with thae [m]m:l:-.'l, caves il sbreams. ebe, was the
King's pleasure ground, and the chief official of the place mnst
be n man with knowledge of the ways of the Conrt. Legal
ilisputes within the distriet ewine Wofors Tiim, amd he lul weitten
instructions to guide L a8 to the steps to lake,  The nnmes
uf the jndges to whom the cases should be handed over for trinl were
given, Thus two officials, Khun so-and-so, were to try eivil cases, a
third offisial il to take erininal easies, othors to tuko coses nifort ing
the rige-flelds and 5o on.  You will remember that land within a
tan wile eading wie declured Footprint territory, and so jurisdiction
within it came partinlly under its officials.  T'say partially, nnd not
salely, beeause where o fine was to be imposed, it had to be impossd
at Lopburi or Saraburi, the judgment of the Footprint Administeation
eourt being forwarded to one or the other of the two towns.

More than one hundred yesrs after the death of King Song Dharm,
the wystem of jurisdiction was modified by King uiHTﬁliﬁ who re-
markod that a chief offictal appointisd from the capital usually dicd
withina yesr or two, and it woulldl be wiser to appaint local mene  Loeal
men were henceforth appointed, and the King decreed that the local
officials need not go to the capital twice a year to atteml the core-
mony of dvinking the “ water of fidelity ", as the officials appointed
from the eapital had to do.  Instend, the local afficials were to pay
lomage to the Vassd Candle |:Lﬁuuﬁm?‘.l whicl the King sont every
year to be kept alight in the Temple throughout the rainy season.
A4 to jurisdietion, the local officials from then on wero cumpetont o
bry and pass judgment on small disputes only. Othor eases had to e
sent for trial elsewhere, and serious eriminal cases had to go to
Ayudhiya

Let us now turn to the visits of the Kings of Ayudhya and see
what took place. There is 0 ook compiled during the reign of King
Tak of Dhonburi, between the fall of Ayuidhyn and the establish-
ment of the present Dynasty i Bangkok, which puts on record the
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wrrungetuents made for a visit to the Footprint by one of the last
Kings of Ayudhys,

After an approximate date for o roval visit hail been fixed, it was
the duty of the Kralaliome (which i the name of the Ministry of
War) to send men from sevirnl specifiod Departments (Krom) to
builil rest-houses on the river-ronte for the King and membors of his
houschold, ia large nomber of peaple, you will understand), as wall as
for the princes and their families aecompanying the Sovercign, The
river journsy ocenpiod one day, witha mid-way rest ab Urdnng about
half way. The names of officials whoss duty it wus to propare royal
anid other bargos are given in u Jung list, which also eontains the NG
aof the officials required to provide mem to man the boats. amil to give
them guns and smmunitions: On one visit of King Ej”’iﬂhr there wore
about thirty of what might he termwl = barges-of-the-line ™, sieh burge
heing mentioned by its own name, a5 we wonld refer to g gunhuost bo-
day.  The pringes who aceonpanied the King had their own barges
which de not appear in the list.  Each prinee and nobleman also ld
barges or other boats to earry his fnmily, servants, lnggnge, kitehon,
il go forth, and these, adided to thy offieinl transport boats, must have
miade the fotilla o very lnrge ane.  The seene, in fact, was that of
an srmy moving by water,  Naturally, the people of the survound-
ing eonntry turned oubon the river to ses the King and his proves-
sion, to enjoy the fun provided during the roval visit, and incidentally
ta faas hoon , gnin merit themselves, 5o that the viver must hava pre-
sented s busy scene all the way.

~The King started from the vapital in the torning (1 s spenking
from the rocord of ons visit), and arrived at the half-way rest-honso
nbout widduy, His Majesty landed to take his meal, and resten] for
u few hours hefars continming s Jomenev. Onoarvival gt Roat-liml -
ing, o wtay at least, of two days was mode. Hore agnin the army
order enmio into oparation ~Officials ai peopls of the locality were
roquired to attend and place themsolves ander the order of officials
from Ayudhya. A number of barges hnd to be moored in front of
the royal honses to act us guard on the rivir,  Other barges were
earricd ashore so that they formed barriers sgainst any possible
outside attack, the bargemen oecupying positions belind theie bonts,
The order goes inta detail ns to sther forms of defence : for inftanes,
ealtrops or spikes were luid on the ground to o breadth of 5 soks,
(2% metres), leaving 10 gaps to be guarded by companies of men,
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each company to have 14 ouns, 5 bows and 5 erss-hows,  In
aelitition cach eompany had o gong aml 50 men to patrol the beats
Thern were two cannon ab snel gnte-winy, manmad 'h_\' m from spur.-i'ﬁ-
eil Krome  The jnner e of defence againg surprise was held by
nien whose Kroms ware tmeitionsd,  Sixty-two war olepliants with
guns formed an important part of the srmed camp, amd so did the
eavilry.  The order of the guarding of this enmp on the river hank
ans to five oetavo pages.
Altor twio days the land journey began  The army was now
inereasal by men, bensts, guns, carts, ete, which had colleeted befors
the King's arrival, amd the whole moved forwand on the way to
Clolden Hill.  The order runs to ten pages.  Each Krom was given
its place fn the procession, the ehiel officers being mentioned hy
name, The official elepliants now nmabersd 144, ot the horses
were only 60, The number of carriages is pot given in the list, but
there mmst lave hoey wany, for the ladies and children travelled
in them, and at least one prinee, who probshly was old. The bulloek-
oarts wero mnumemmble, for of course they provided transport for
almost overyvthing which was required.  'The earts, with beasts eom-
plotes, were v mistionsd from the surronnding conntry as far as
Juinad, and s honsehald which failed to provide s eart had to pay »
tical and & half. Later a King ordered that the territory liahle to
requisition was to be oxtendad, but paviment in lien of eart wis
lessened, A man's houseliold was now reguired to pay only a quarter
of o tieal, and a widow's household half that amount.  The eontribu-
tion was, | think, an wonoal one, for it is definitely stated thet the
money was to go into the Trensury, carmiarked for the hire of earts
for the King's visit to the Footprint ench vear
____'ﬂll*jlulmﬂ_\' From the lding to Golden Hill Gs 550 sens (nearly
T4 miles)  Areriving in the afternoon, the King stoppud Lis eleplang
in front of the Temple and swung his weapon in salute, sn elaborate
tnovement which was mpout,ud thiroe times. his iz ealled Szpamnm:
T have never soen it done, and T beliove the last Sovereign to salute
the Footprint in the traditional wanner was King Chulalongkorn.
From the recond of u visit of & King of Avudhya whieh I amn
quoting, the Sovereign, aftor the salute, went on to his rest-house on
A stream, ps unrminuy, about a mile and a quarter from the Tem-
ple. The next day he visited the Temple, accompanied by his family



10 HoH. Prixce Bipyarasganaya [voL xxvm

and persanal vetinne -~ Tnside the Temple he lighted eandles and
inesnse-sticks, coversd part of the Footprint with gold leaves. and
tunde presents to it, particularly n pair of tress, oné of gald, and one
of silver.  He next came ot of tlie Temple and sat on & stone seat
under the Buo tree on the edge of 4 oli e seattered gold and
gilver flowers smong his followers, after which the entertainments
began. « These eonsisted of hoxing, Toneing, duels with long-handled
swords. wooden blades) sté.  Drnmutie performnnces were sriven, pml;
in the evening, fireworks  The monks were liberully trented with
food wnd given presents. ¢ The festivities, combined with exeursions
to the eaves; mountain streams, forests, and 40 on, weut an duy alter
day, and the week was an onjoyable one.  The Conrt returned to
Ayndhya by the same route, and, in the ordinary eourse of things,
the visit was repeated nest year after the harvesting of the erap.

You will have gathered that the Footprint wus o rich institution
nnd possessed great trensur. | will mention one jtom of such tre-
axures. in B E 2200 (1747 A, 1), the Governor of Kuibur reported
that gold in the form of sand had been diseovered at Bang Sapan,
nnd forwarded n saople weighing 12 tieals, The King ordered a com-
missioner at the head of two thowsand wen to g b Bang Sapan to wash
for the metal, sud they reburned with gulil weighing over 90 eatties,
uwll of which the King aidersd to be used for the decoration of the
Footprint Temple.  The spive of the main ol was eovired with this
gold, resching quite o long way dowin,  The treasares of the Temple
invited plunder, and during the last siege of Ayndhya, it was plund-
ered,  Robbery of Footprint property probably took place repeatudly
during those troublons times but it was Joft to the Chinese of a
village eallsd Botel Garden to commil the final net of arson fullowing
robbery, and the Temple was entirely burnt down.

After the fall of Ayudhya snd the foundation of the capital at
Dhonburi, King Tak cnused a lemporary strueture to be put up on
the site of the burnt Teaple. That King was fully occupied in
putting down internal risings and consolidating his power, and in
keeping out would-be invaders from Burma and elsowhere ; and he
conld not tind time for less wrgent mnttors, and the building of a
new Temple of the Footprint was loft to the first Sovervign of the
prresont Il‘wmuty.-"‘ King migviunai orderod that the Temple be re-
built. and desired his brother, the Wang Na, the Second King, to super-
vise the construction.  The Iatter went to Golden Hill with his army,
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among whom wore artists, cenftsmen and other workers. He was n
pious man, with very deep venoration fur the Footprint, and instead
of travelling from the landing on an elephant or any other eonvey-
anee, he walked the whale Wy, O his own shoulder was careied o
picee of timber to be nsed in the construetion of the Tewple. It is
on ricord that at each resting-place on the way, a stawld Tiuld Den
prepared for His Majesty to place the timber while he himself restad,
#0 that it never tovebed earth, The Temple built duving the first
reign has sinee heen vepaived and altered many times and 1 do not
think wiare very proud of the Imilding to-day.

I have now finished the historical part of my paper, and will next
give you my view on the difficalt guestion of “Ii.'\.#{mhi“ﬂﬂl of the
Footprint.  Unfortunately, 1 have mislaid some of my papors sines
the abolition of the Royal Institute, and from this poiot, 1 om writ-
ing without notes, depending slmost entirsly on memory, [ am
therefore obliged to avoid going into details, snd state my view in a
balidl and perbaps unsatisfactory manner.

Now, the students of Buddhism among vou know that the Buddla
was born a prince, and in the sodinary conrse of things, weonild
suceserd his father on the throne.  But he abandonisd his princely
status to adopt the simple life, spending his time in meditation.
Finally Enlightenment came.  He was Buddba from this time on,
for he was merely s Bodhisattva (poteutial Buddha) before his En-
lightenment.. Now, Enlightemment was the first important event,
not in the life of the man, bot from the point of view of his Religion.
Buddliisi began not with the lirth of the privee, but with his
Enlightenment,  Here I mny say in purentheses that 1 aw using the
word Roligion in o broad sanse. Seholars have written how mueh of
Buddhism is Religion, and how much of it Philosophy. 1 do not
propose to toueh on the distinetion here,

After his Enlightenment, the Buddha hesitated about tenching it
to others, realizing that his Doetring was dithienht of comprehiension
by an untrained wind, and it would be futile to teach it withont
painstaking preparation.  Finally he decided to impart his now-found
knowledge to the five diseiples who had lately left him, and he
Journeyed to Benares;, where they had gone  In the neighbourhood
of that eity, he preached his First Sermon. That was the seeond
important event, becanse, if he did not teach after attaining Enligh-
tenment, he woull be merely a fi'!:'lfn:mt. that is to say, u Buddha
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who, having attained Eunlightenment, wonld not impart knowledge
to mankindl

The First Sermon was followed by others, and the Master spunt,
the rest of bis long life wmoving from place to plaes for the instrue-
tion of the people in the ways of peace.  His wanderings to spread
his teaching ave ealled nyisi, which may beve be translated as
Peregrination, That was the thind important step, for without it
the Roligion would not have been established.

—AVee Tave, then, the three important steps in the history of the
Religion : the Enlightencent, the First Sermon and the Peregrination.
These were symbalized as follows:

Enlightenment : n Seat, nm:ﬂu-qnml Bao Tree);

Firat Sermon :a Wheel finedig .

Peragrination ; a Fool print, Nt

As reganla the Seat, it is often umderstond in this eountry to
symbolize the Buddhn's Doath: the seat or Benel being his death-hid,
Thus, at KzunuRzmET there is o polverizing stone (for medicine),
and & hole which is pointed out to visitors as spittoon,  Bub it s
wrong to regund the Seat, niziny, as referring to the Buddho's Death :
for Death is alrsady symbiolized by the Thipa or funeral mound, io,
naid.  The oldest stone pictures of the Seat, for instance at
Bhaehut, show with it the Ba troe under which Enlightenment was
attained, and to me the tree olearly indicatos i meaning of the Seat.

Rogarding the symbal of the First Sermon, the Wheel T 3147, 50
explanation is neodl. A very fine specimen of the Wheel is to e
sean i the Notional Musenw i Bangkok, T will show yon a
pictore on tho seveem presomily.

With regnd to the Foot print, it is sarely the most olwions svinbal
of Peregrination.  As n real footprint recards thy prosense on the
apat of the owner of the foot, so a representation of the Buddhs's
Footprint would be evidence sither of the Master's actial visit to u
plaes, snch as Bodl Gays, or, later on, of the faet that his tenching
hnd reached it Its presence in Siam is a mark of the spread of
Buddlizm to this commtry, and not a record of the Buildlia’s actunl
vigit here.  That must be the true mignifiennes of the Footprint,
whether it be & natural indentation in & roek which has or has not

heen tonehed np by hand, or & map-made represontation i wood,
mortar, stone or metal,




Thie Wheel, Dhanmaeak ka.
{ National Musetm, Bangkok),



The Walking Buddha,
{ National Museam, Bangkok),
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-/{J::- the antiquity of the Footprint symbol in Buddlism, 1 need
only say that the early Boddbists, say before the fiest century bafore
Christ, woulld pever wake an busge of the Master. That for them
wonld e o saerilege, and when they wishel to indicate the Master's
prisence, they merely suggested it by o symbol, such as an empty
Seat or a Footprint.  The Buddhists of the Kushan period, (say the
secoud ventury of the Uliristian ers), ad not sueh seruples, and from
tlat time on, the Master’s image beesne o principal olement in
Budidhist sealpture.

Let me show you on the sereen o fow pictures of the seulptured
reliefs of the Bharhnt Thupa, which was ereeted about the mididle of
bl second century o

Picture L. 'This picture reprosants the proeession of a King visiting
the Buddha.  You ses the King ina chariot, and lie los with him
the four sections of lis army : olephants, horse, clariot and oot
The Budidlis is vepresented in the pisture by o Wheel.

Picture IL - This picture depicts the Boddhae being worshipped in
Paradise. - He is reprosented by his head-dross

Pieture TIL - Seo the Seat and the Tree, which need no explanation

These stone-pictures, ns | have sid, were made in the seeoml century
o« limages of the Buddba wevo ndt made till over five linndeed
years after his death. Tt wonld seem that oo the Baddbists load
disearded their seeuple sbout making fmages of the Master, there was
uo further reason to eeprosent him by symbols.  The images have
bean tnade in nmoy forms and we have then in the attitude of
Muditation (pieture V), preaching thy Fiest Sermon (pictuee V), and
Poregrination (picture V1), The Buddha in this last picture is ealled
nugm‘im in Siamese, that is, the Walking Buddha, There are
nuages of the Baddlus in maoy other attitudes, suel as the sttitude
of Blessing, the attitwde |:-I"F|Jrg:iveuu.'ﬁﬂ (picture VII), all of which
may be seen jn the Misoum,

J A= ragareds the Footprints of one or the other of the two Hindu
Chief-Gods in Indin, those are a later coneeption than that of Bud-
dbdsm,  As n matter of foct, the Buddlin's Footprint st Bodh Guya
was adopted by Hinduism and heeame Visan-pada (Foot of Vishnu)
after the later ascendoney of that religion over Buddbism in India,
There is nothing inconsistont in this adoption it we take into eonsi-
deration the fuct that the Buddba himself has boen adopted by Hin-
duism, whervin lio becowes one of Vishnw's incsrnations There is
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o Civapida (Foot of Shiva) somewhere which s said to date from
the 4¢h century of the Ohvistion era. Tt I8 probabily another wlop-
tion, for the iden of the Buddha’s Footprint was concvivid ling
befare Christ.

May T conelude my puper with the remark that by mticualising
the Buddha's Footprint, instead of mythologising it, we savely must
recogmise it symbolieal character, and identify it with his mavement
from place to place. o The Master, after Enlightemment (symbalised
hy the Seat aud Tree), preached his First Sormon (svinbolised by thie
Wheel), and then travelled from place to place, from country to
eountry, for the instroction of wankind ootil the Religion wus firmly
established.  The Peregrination, ﬂ;ﬂﬂ'm"l, in symbolised by the Foob-
print,

Thure is another point which 1 wonld like to mention, rather as
an afterthought.  Aceording to the Sacred Texts, there wre four
shrines to which Buddhists are eijoined to mike pilgrimnge.  They
are the sevnes of the Master's Birth, Enlightenmiént, First Sermon,
and Death,  There is s set of four smblems symbolising those fonr
wyents,  Birth is reprisented by an elephant, beeanse; nccording to
legend, the Buddha's Mother dreamed that a white alephant from
hewven entered her wowh.  Enlighfenment is symbolised by a Tree
(niad Seal), the Fipst Sepmon by a Wheel, and Death by s Thiipa
{Tope) which typities the per fuot. stillisss of transeendent penoe into
which he passed awny at death,

You will recognise that the foar emblema form o set distinet From
the set of thrwe (the Seat, the Whinl, s the Foobprint); for, where
a8 bl firsk sel ropresent the most importants evints in the Master's
Lifo, the seconil ropresent the most important events of his Religion,
The Man's Life ended at Death. His Religion goeson.  The two sets
of emblotos are not to be eonfounded with ane another, though two
of the emblems are common to both sets
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ANTHRCPOLOGICAL AND ETHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH WORK IN S1AM
h}'
Masor Brig SEIDENFADEN.

The study of suthropology as well s ethoolugy in Siam offers
great possibilities by reason of the numerous and varied racial
groups which constitute the population of this eountry.

While the ethnological problews pertamning to Siam have already
heen treated by not s few students, sueh i the late Colonel Gerini,
Messrs W, A, Graham, Evans, Dr. A, Kerr, Professor Sehebesta, and
myself, shout which more anon, these of anthropology have, so far,
Teen puid but seant sttention.

About thirky years sgo the late Dr. Brengues, n young French
phiysician; carried out w sevies of miteresting unthropometric measare-
ments of individusls belonging to the seealled Chong poople; a
braneh of the Mén-Klmer group of the Austro-Asiatic race, living
in the extreme south-sast of the kingdom of Siam, Most unfortu-
nately this promising beginning was eut shurt much too soon by the
untimely death of Dr. Brengues. Later on Dr. Congdon of the
Rockefeller Institute, while teaching anatomy at the Chulalongkorn
Tniversity in Bangkok, succeeded, during the years of 1828-31, I
lielieve, in earrying out snthropowmetric measnrements of no less
than 30,000 Thai (ie Siamess) conseripta. The results of this sto-
pendotis picea of investigation have not yet heen published, but the
doctor has promised to eontribute un abridgal report on this matter
to the Journal of the Siam Society.

Quite recently, during the winter months of 1932, 1T myself, in
company with my friend, Mr, E W, Hutchinson, visited a group of
the Lawa, the remnants of s Mon-Khmer peaple, whieli po doult
formed the bulk of the population of North Siam prior to the Thai
eonquust of thet country during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries
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A, Weobtained messuromonts of alout sixty individuals, besides
other ethinologieal as well as linguistic information,  Our joiut report
on this work will shortly'! be published in the Journal of the Stan
Socivty.  This eonstitutes up Gl now all that lus Teen done in the
wity of anthropological ressirel work an Sian and is thus only a
very modest beginning,

We now vome to the sthuologieal probiloms

The papulstion of Sian mey be divided into thres distinet moinl
groups—i. e (1) the Negeoids, represented by the Sémang VEZInies,
living in the estrome south of Siam in the jungles of the Malsy
Peninsuly, so ably descriled by Mossrs. Skeat, Blagden. Evans, and
Sehebesta ; ( 2) the Austro-Asiatics represented by the various
Mén-Khmer peoples, to which both of the aforesaid Chong il
Lawi belong: and finally (%) the Mongoloids, represented by the
Thai with their moany subdivisions ; the immigrant Chinese and somo
hill' tribes' in Northern and Wiestorm  Siam, whiel) are partly of
Chinese and partly of Tibetan stoek. The Karen people, though
mdonbtedly of Mongoloid riee, have not yet boen finally elassified
whether belonging to the Chinese or Tibetan stook.  They prabably
beslumge to thie hnttor.

As the above thres main gronps are split up into more than thirty
different peoples and tribes, subdivided arkin in noteerons eloos wod
septs, speakiug o great number of langunges wd dinlects, o detailed
study of their anthropological wml othinlogieal eharnctoristivs would
most, probabily resalt iu the distovery of s umber of new and G-
portaut facts which, besitles ndding to the total sum of our knowledse
of these departinmts of seienee, miglt porlinps even albor our while
vinw ou the origin and distribution of the linnan veee. 1 beg in this
eonnvetion to refer o Professor Paul Rivet's resent paper, Les
Olediiviens, (Journnd Asialique, tome coxxi, No 2, weril-juin 1933,
pr 235-256), Trom whicl it stumns elonr that those mmtations of the
Primates that resulted in the creation of the various human spocies
took plaes just in that part of the vast Asiatic eontinent whiel i
tepmesented by Hithee and Further India.  That the days of wxpli-
ration sl discovery of oxtinet or hithorto unknown living speeies
ol the human mee, as far as regands Forther India at Jast, aro not

W Ae i matter of fack this veport soas published i the J55, ol xavu,
i ER3-182
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yet over, has been amply proved by the recent finds of the petrified
skeletons or skelotal parts made by Mansuy in Upper Tonking, as
well us by the discovery of u tribe of stark-naked hunting nomnods,
the so-callod Kb Tong Lu'sng, met with for tho first time by n
Europesu forest official in the jungles of North Siam less thau ten
VEATS wgo.

Wo do not kuow who were the earliest inhabitants of Siam. All
we know is that the Thai eonguerors, eoming down from their fast
nesses in Southeen China, seiged the country frow the Lawd, Min
and Khwer in the twelfth and thirteenth conturies A, D.

It is probable that the Mon-Khuer people of Siam and the rest of
Further India, coming from the porth like the Thai, drove out or
abisorbed o former Indonesian population, to-day represented by the
various peoples of the st Indinn Archipelago, and, to quote Kern,
that the Malays wanderad down to their southern habitat from the
shores of present-day Annam.

The Jakun and Mawken, the sea gypsies of the west coast of
Malays and the Mergui Archipelago, who have been called Proto-
Malays, mny also belong to the Indonesian stock.

The Stuung pygmies of the Malay Peninsula coustitute the remains
of n wuch earlier population than the Mén-Khmer or Tndonesian,
They may have inhabited the jslos and coasts of Forther India right
up to Southern Chion, if one can balieyve the narrative of thi famous
Chinese pilgrim [-Tsing, whe skirted those eossts when roturning
from Indis in the seventh contury.

According to Mansuy, the skeletal finds in the caves of Tongking
ropresent (1) the Negrito race | (2) s maes very similar to the Papnsns
of New Guinea »and (3) that of & tall, well-developed mee with large
skulls resembling those of the Cro-Magnon

Among the so-called Khi or Moi tribea in the jungles of French
Indoching certain tribes are distinguished by their tall, fair-skinned
dolichocephnlic members, which may represent & mixture of Indone-
sians or Mon-Khmer with the large meo from the Tongkinese eaves.
Thes: Tongkinese « Cro-Magnons" were perhaps an offslioot, thi
most casternly one, of that ancient and splendid artistic race which
20,000 years ngo peapled southern France and the Italian riviers,
In my opinion these large © Cro-Magnone” of Tongking do not
represent the cirliest inhabitanta of Further Indis, but must b
considered inunigrants coming from the north-west, Systematic ex-
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cavations of the numerous eaves in North Siam would undoubtedly
assist us in solving the problewm of the habitat of these » Cro-
Magnon * immigrants.

Professor Fritz Sarasin, in his papers on his searches for o pala-
lithie eulture in the eaves of Sinm, suggests that the pulmolithic
people, whose stone jmplements were found by him belonged to
& Proto-Melanesian race. T would suggest that these Proto-Melane-
sians have been found by Mansuy, and that they are represented by
the: Papuan-like skull found by him.

In conclusion, T shall venture to state s my opinion that the
carliest inhabitants of Siam, and Further India, wers pygmies, the
direet sueestors of our present-day S&mang of the Malayan jungles.
Further, that these ancient pygmies may have been the ances-
tors of the larger-bodied later races in conformity with the now
prevailing theory which was first launchied by Father Willieln
Schmidt in his excellent work, Die Stellung der Pygmaenvilker in
der Entwicklwngsqeschichte der Menschen.

Siaw of to-day represents & melting-pot of many races, peoples
ml tongues which, st least outwardly, sre in the process of being
unified, speaking the same language, wearing the same national
dress, and aspiring to the same soeinl nnd politieal ideals  As suelh
a process is bound to destroy u great number of ethnological and
thnogeaphical cluracteristios, a thorough and detailed study of all
the various groups, of which the present Siamese populstion is
vomposed, is necessarily of the utmost importance for scienee.

Such resenrch work should be taken up wow, and it is sineersly to
be hoped that the enlightened Government of Siam will do their
best, Lo assist and facilitate such work before it beeomes too Iate

The above paper was read hy Major Scidenfaden before The
International Congress of Anthropology and Ethnology leld st
University College in London from the 30th July to the 4th Angust
1934 An extraet of the paper appeses in the report of this con-
gress in Congrés International des Sciences Anthropologiques o
Ethnologiques, p. 135, the full text having also been pub