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CULTURAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL OBSERVATIONS MADE IN THE TALI
(YONMAN! REGION WITH SPECIAL REGARD TO THE NAN-CHAO PROBLEM
by
Proressor Di. P Winieos Crepxer'V

During the summor of 1030 the author lxl Tor four and a half
months & study group, sent out by the Sun Yat Sen University in
Cunton, throngh the mountainons provines of Yiinan  'This study
group started from Yiinnaufu, the provincial capital of Yhunan,
whiclh, by Young China, bos been given the new name of Kan Ming,
after the leader of the first Chivess army which, during the reign of the
Han dynasty, in 225 Ao, first invaded the hilly country of Yiinnan.

The journoy was undertaken slong the ehiel caravan roule to
Burma und led us first throngh the platean like enstarn part of the
provines to Tali that lies on the banks of the great inland lake, Erh
Hai, in an exceedingly besutiful plain sutrotnded by lofty muuntain
ranges.  From Tali the ronte continued through the very hilly west-
ern part of the provines and then erossed the desply eut in rviver
beds of the Mekoog (by the Chinese called Lan Tsan Tshisng) wnd
the Sulwin (La Tshinng), in whose valleys the most northern onlposts
of the Tai, living in West Ylmmn, were met with. Fionlly we
erossed the 5000 metres high mnge of Kao Li Rong Shan to the
west of L Tiliiang and reached the valley of the Shweli (Luang
Tshinng).

After hnving reerossed the Kao Li Kong Shan we followed the
valley of the Salwin vortliwards passing throngh the region of the
Lissu (Lissaw)., At 206° latittde North we torned from west to
enst, recrossing Lau Tshiang and Lan Tsan Tshinug, and traveliel
on till we renclied Tain Sha Teiung, the river of the gulﬂm sand, as

M Translated by Major Erik Soidenfoden.




ﬂ.

Lthe eourse of the Upper Yangtzo is ealled hore.  We followed this
viver fram Tomae down o Tsin Tshiang Kai and thereafter returned
to Yimnanio by asonth easterly vonte.

Thy details eanrdriming our journey have altendy beeiy published in
1931 in the first number of Commenications from the Geographioul
Fastitute of the Sun Yat Sen Uuiversity in Cwitom in German'™
und Chinese _

The geologieal and morphological results were also published, in
1831, in the second nuwmber of the Comimsenivations, The cultural
and geographical results obtuingd on the hasis of the vocabulariss of
the sight lavguages, whieh we found in the regions travelled through
and moted down by ns, are still awaiting publication. A separte
problem which arcse during the ohservations mude in the Tali vegion
and indieated in the first part of the deseription of the jouwrney will
be treated here.  This concerns the Nan Chao problem, on whieh we
shnll throw light on the basis of the cultural and geographical obsey-
vistiond mude in the Tali region,

In order to investigate the different questions on w broader basis,
we shall first sketeh the general distribution of the population in
the vegions in question. Next the observations made in the mops
limited ares of Tali will be treated, and finally an attempt will be
wade to draw some conclusions with regard to the Nan Ubao problem.
However, it tust be mentioned beforelumd that the extensive natups
af the observations, i e. observations such as wre made when travel-
ling, vaturally will result more or less in a working bypothesis only
which st o subjectod to further and intensive investigations
fater on.

Do s orongh wap (fig. 1) I have tried to show the distribution of
the population as it is to-day, This wap is based on the esooplary
iny ebtigatinns of General H. K. Davies'™ and Rev. W. €. Dodd'™® and
besides on information obtained on personal observations.

For a fuller ompreliension, however, it is nécessary Lo give bricf
chusactaristics of the formation of the landseapo deseribed,

Enstern Yilonan is the watershad Dotwesn the Red River in l].lt!.

W Reviewnd by the trunslistor in J58, vol, XX V1, pb 2, October 1053,

_M H. . Duvies, Finnan, the link hetivan India and the Fanpts, Cani-
hrichige University Press, 1900,

VW, O, Do, The Tai Rice, lawa, The Toreh Presa, 19231
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south aud the Yaogtze in the porth. Only small rivers wator it
But eantrary to the big rivers they have not besn able to ent deep
Ligda - sud thos, enstern Yinonan bas the charneter of o platean, with
o flat relief, on whicl rise only o Tew low mountdin ranges  Theso
high plateanx lio in an altitude of 1900-2000 metres. Tho river
valloys, which often have developed info fat basins, do seblow go
dusspor than 200 metres below this flat nivenw, while the hill eanges,
which rise on the plains, meoly exceed 2400 metres in height.  The
boundary of this platesn follows the valley of the Red River nnd
extends thus roughly from Tali towards the South East

Weat of this line one meets another formmtion of surface,  The
valleys of the Red River, Mekong amd Salwin aro here deeply oub
and almost everywhere the bottous 6F their beds ure below 1000
metres altitnde  Like these rivers their tributarios bave alse deeply
cut beds in their lower comrses. The whols relief is thus mneh more
matkedly developed. Western Yiionan is the typieal mooantain
country with water shed ranges which resch a lieight up to 4000
metres.  Just on the boundary of both types of lnndscapes lies the
plain of Tali.  The surfnes of Erli Hai les in an approximate height
of 2000 metres (nbove sea levelh,  The plaius rise slowly from the
shores of the lake in the west bovdired by the ronge of Tien Tshang
Shan towering up to a hsight of 4300 netres, whils to the eust of
the lake the mountaing only reach s beight of 3000 metres,

The present distribution of the Tai in Yinuas s intimately eou-
noctod with the principal fectures of the eountry. They are hardly
o be found on the Eastern Yiwoan pliteau where only o fow
smull groups, like islands, are met with, Theie proper territary in
towanls the south-west, i & south-west of a line drawn from Tali
along the Red River. They wre thus confined to the maintainous
part, not on wecount of the wountainons character of this part-of the
cotntry but becauss ouly in this region sve fonud valleys =0 dooply
ent i thal they have a tropical elimate. The bropical valleys vopre-
sent thus the dwelling places of the Thai everywhere in South-West
Yitnuan,  The Tai are the inhabitants of the tropical salley plains
on wliieh they are able to cultivate theie irvigated paddy fields while
an the hills between these valleys thers live other people whom wae
whall eall the hill people of Yinnan.  Even on the plain round Tali
oo 'Tai ace found to-day and they have probably pever been the
inhabitants of this plain which lies at an eltitnde oF 2000 metres

Tha northernmest ontpost of the present day Tai population we
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faund o the ssme latitude us Tali, to the west of this place, n the
valley of the Salwin, st the small market place Moan Tn, ut o height
of 800 metres only, down to which depth the valley, between the
3500 metres Ligh ranges of Kao Li Kong Shan sod Pi L Shan, is
despenad.

Aftor having outlined the vegion of the Tad living in the valleys;
we shall also briefly desl with the distribution of the remainder of
the Yilanan tribes, confining onrselves to the most impottant of these.
The grester part of the origival population of Yilnuan—wa are nob
dealing here with the more recently immigrated Chinese—bolongs to
the Tibsto-Burman group, vepresented by the Lolo, Lissu (Lissaw),
Nashi (Musseu) and Lahu of which the thres first numed pre spread
aver witle territories, while the latter thie Lalin, who live widely
sproad over south-western Yiinnan, are only mentioned here becanse
their wost sonthern outpasts are foumd in the hills of Northern Siam
whers they are eilled Musseu.

The distribution of the threes ehisf representatives of the Tibete-
Burmess peaple will be seen from map 1 whicl shows elearly that
the Lolo from Szechuss populste the whold of East Yinnen, i e,
the Yinnan plafere, and from here streteh out in a south western
direetion passing the line of Tali-Red River.

Farther south-west in the hills, i. & above the dwelling places of
the Tai, there lives u eonfusad mass of tribes.  There are found, in
inuumerabls small groups, the Anstro Asistic Palaung, La and W3,
the Tibeto-Burman Latu and Woni, besides small gronps of Miso
nil Yoo, Only further porth, vorth of. the 25* Intitude, we find
more fiomogenous settlements  To the west, in the hills by the
Salwin and Mekang, live the Lissti and again forther north, butween
Mekong and Yangtze, the Nashi, who, #8 already said, are ealled
Mussen by the Chinose. Botween the three large regions of the
Lissu, Naalii sud Lolo is o space, whieh, retching from the southern
botder of the Tali lake northwards almost to Li Tsliang, is inhabit-
ad hy the Minchia trihe, Thesa Minchin are to<day the inhabitauts
of the country round Tali and on them we have especially centred
oiir observations.  Who are they? What is their relation to the
other peoples?  Sines when have they oceonpied the region rontnd
Tali? How does their presence in the "fali hasin agree with the
presumed existonce of the Nan Cheo Tai kingdom ! They are it
i b eonfrised with the Nashd who, also by the Chinese, are ealled
Mipssun,



Figure 2. Sketch map of the country muml Tali.  Sealo o 1 06,004,
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Besides all these important original contponents the Chinese elemo-
ent is naturally of the greatest impottance in the cotaposition of the
Yiinnanese populstion.  The Uhinesy catne dx cotguerors.  The first
invasion took place in the year 325 A, D, during the period of the
thres kingdoms, following that of the Han dynasty. The mvaders
issued from the western of these kingdoms, feow Shy, whose eapital
(hengtu lay in Sgeciman.  The next wdvauee of the Chiness ouly
took place during the Taug dynasty more than 504 years Inter,

The Chinese sttacks during the Tang dynasty wore met by a
powerful adversary in'the form of the Tai kingdom of Nan Chao
which beat off several of them, ‘This kingdum had been founded by
the ‘Tai prines Piloko (T28-345) during the reign of the emperor of
the Tang dysasty, Shuan Hung (713-7550 Piloko was uvriginally
prines of Ming She, the sonthornmost of the six Tai principalities
i Soathern Yiiunan, and after its soubhernmost position was the new
Nan Chao dominion ptned M The eapital was tronsferved by Piloko
from his own principality to the vich plains of present day Tali and
hailt at Tai Ho "Tsheng, 8 k. south of Tali, between the shores of
Eels Hai pod the precipitions walls of the Tien Tshang Shan range
(seo mnp @) The word transeribed v Chinese as Tsheng (in the
wame of Tai Ho Tsheng) stands probably for the Thai wond Tshisng
(Chieng) which means o fortified towm, In our days the plaee is
ealled Tai Ho Trtin—Tstiu meavs in Chinese a village, The name has
evidently undergons o change dine to the deeny of the place sod its
alow transformation into a mere village,

Tl position of the town was o fayourable one beeause it lay un
the great line of communieations which leads from the north from
the land of Tapan, i. & Thibet, soathwarda aud secondly beesuse it
was possible from liere to protect the E-W road, which passed the
sonthern shore of the Tali luke erossing the Tien Tshung Shan range
through the pass of Tion Tshiso, against Tibetan attacks from the
north.

It was thus ovidently, from a strategic stanilpoint, an expecially good
plnce in which the new espital was built for the purpose of command-
ing the important ervssing of both of the chisf trade routes and

(1) & fosthorn, Geschichte Chinds, Stuttgart-Gotha, 1023, p. 110,
This history, which gives the foundation of Nun Ohno, contsine slio the
jntraduction to the Chinsse history of Nan Chao: Yang Shen, Nun Fsao
Se, wol. T, published for the first time it 1550 &. o,
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therely safeguanding the most important traffic junection in Yinnan
against porthern enemies

In case the Thibetans wero thresthening from the north  the
Ohiness could use the second route which coming from the east
jusses the southern shore of the Tali lake (Erh Hai)

Thi decisive battle fought in the year 761, in which King Ko Lo
Foing (738-778), the son of Piloko, vanquished Li Pi, the army com-
mander of the Tapg empire, and destroyed his army, took place
therefare o1 the route which, coming from the enst pnsses the south
ore of the lake, ie inthe country which iz seon on plate 3. In
Tai His Teln is still shown to-(ay the commemorntive stalu whicl was
ervebed by King Ko Lo Fung (Khun Loang Fungf) in commemoia-
tion of this victory of Nan Clhao (sec plate 4).  The Chinese eam-
paigas and the invasions mads by the Nan Chao troops into Chinese
territory, and still maors the diplomatic relations bhetween both coun-
tries, lave nsturally lod to fur reaching cultural influences.

Wa know of treatiss made with China, of Uhineso literati who
lived us advisers at the conrt of Nan Chao, wnd of embassies
exchanged botween Nan Chao and Chinge

Ghinese art and literature were cuitivated nt the eourd of Nan
Chao.  In the Gth eentury A, f, the power of the Kingdam, ufter
vietarions eampaigna down to Tongking, was so great that King
Yulung, whose realm then stretched from Assam to Tongking (859
. n) conld ndopt the title of emperor of Tali V!

The country where onee lay the capital of Nan Chuo, we designate
best as the Tali basin. It is really a tectonian basin formation,
sinking region between highor surroundiog territories of whieh, first
of all, the range of Tien Tshang Shan, which hounds this basin to
the west, renches s height of no less than $300 metres. The tecto-
uian wovements bave not yet ceased, Kven toqlay this pegion ie
suffering [row violent earthquakes. When the atithor visited the
countey the rains inall the villages and of whole qguarters in the
tovwns of Tali and Shin Kwan told about the wviolenee of tho last
grent quake which took place in 1925,

The basin lying between both of the mountain ringes is mostly
secupied by Erh Hai, the Tali Inke, which from north to south
reaclies u length of more than 48.3 kilometres with an average

(1 A, Rosthorn, Geschichte Chinae, 1023, p, 119,
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breadth of T kilotistres.  The eastem shoreline goes direetly Into
the swall valleys which dissect the slopes of the hills  There in
therefore no space for thie development of settloments por any avail-
able ground for eultivation of fields Devoid of buman dwellings
rise the mountaing directly up from the lake. It is otherwise on the
western side of the lnke. Here hns come into existence, bolow the
alopes of Tien Tshang Shan, & strip of flat alluvial land, 2 to 4 kilo-
notres broad, which slopes gently down townrids the lake,

This flat land is built up elose to the mountains on the rongh
masses of Toeky débris which the small rivers, eoming down from
the monntains, have built np into the shape of conieal rubble peaks

The farther away from thy mountains, the lower the laml beeomis
and the substanee of the soil becomes finer wnd forms good paddy
land, easily irrigated, 1 to 9 km. broad, which stretelies right down
to the swampy shores of the lske.

Thip land lving on the west side of tho 100 m. deep Inke can thus
hee divided iiito three cloar types which follow each other from west
tir east, viz— steep hill slopes cut through by narrow valleys coversd
with pine forests, in which in the lower parts pine troes (FPinus
Yilnnanensis) are in the majority, while, sbove them, up to w height
of 4000 m., almost impenotrable forests of spruce (Ahies Delavayii)
and shododendrs elimb up the alwost: perpendicular and deeply cut
slopes.  Next to the mountain slopes eomes the zono of the rubble
sones covered with geass land, whose sxistonce no doubt is due ta
deforestation, anid now sorves as pastares for horsss, mules, ssses aoil
gots,  Here the ground is comparatively dry and the aociont road,
on which there still is to-day a lively teafic of horse, male aud ass
caravans, thorefore passes over it

O this road too lie the larger towns; in thy south, ab the aiuthern
pxtremity of the lnke and on the south bank of its outlet, the Tsing
Fung Ho, the large market town of Shin Kwan, (the lower gate). Next,
7.5 lem. farther north, the large village of Tai Ho Tstin, about which
mare anon, and 8 km, facther porth again the walled city of present
day Tali  Twelve ku to the north of Tadi iaa small village, Si‘Tshow.
Though to-day insignificant, it has formetly played a bigger edle. At
the times of the Tang dynasty it bore the name of Tali aml was the
residence of the kings of Tali, after the latter had given up Tai Ho
Tsheng as eapital. Next follows Shang Kwan, (the upper gate), in
sontrast to Shia Kwan, (the lower gate), a- pass of strategieal im-
portance serving a8 protection of the plains against the north.
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Finally, at the northern border of the plain, where the northern
chiof tributary river of the lake has created a fortile delta lnand, lies
Tong Tshusn, an opulent bown, equalling Tali which, sinee the varth-
quake in 1025, is still partially in rins. To the east of this dry
zonie of pnbble sones with its road and string of pearls constituted hy
the above mentioned towns, stretelies the plain of paddy fields right
down to Lhe shores of the lake. This plain is now inhabited by the
Minchia who, in spite of more than six hundred years of Chinese in-
fluence, have vetained certain onltursl poeuliaritios and first of all
their own language.

The Minchia, whose habitat reaches porthwards almost to Li
Tshiatig and who reesntly have been moving westwards, invading
the tervitary of the Lissu in the Mekong valley, belong doubtless, as
regards sppearanes to the finest of all the hmman types of Yilmman,
The ¢haracteristic faatures of the Mongoloids—the high cheek hones
and obliqne eye slits—ure, especially among the women, very little
developed and the elear eamplexion und often fresh red cheeks lond to
the women and young girls a very eharming appeatance. With regard
to dress, house building snd the plan of their villages, they are quite
sinieized. The Minchis arve cortainly not pew immigrants as nothing
is stated about that in the otherwise relinble Chinese annals.  Nor
have thuy replaced n departed Tai population but have nlways, also
during the perind of the Tai pawer, capstituted the bulk of the
popuiation.

Wi have taken notes of the Minchia language at tywo diifersnt
places.  An abstract of the voeabulary taken down is here published
for the first time.

he Minchin voeabulary marked 1 was obtained at the southern
haviler of the Tali plain in Shis Kwan from an artisan who fives in
tho lively murket thers in eloke contact with the Chinese innmigrants.
It was therefore very surprising to find that this vocsbulary ngreed
with thi words (I1) taken down in a village near the ferry at Lama
Ting, 130 k. N.W. of Shia Kwan, in the forthest western outpost
of the Minchia region.

The relishility of our notes is proved by the Minchis voecabulary
whieh T have taken from General H. R Davies, who took his down at
Yun Lung aboat 100 k. W.N. W, of Shia Kwan.

For comparison T have attached u list of words of the Lolo lang-
uage, that tribe which surronnds almost on all sides the habitat of



.f"f:-:u:r‘-- 3
Fong of Nan Chas

Shia Kwan in the v

Memarinl tablot in Tai Ho Tstin et up by King ko Lo
b evmnanenarate the defeat of the Chinese army ab

AT T.'JI ‘i |.b

Photo by You Kui, July, 19540,






9

the Minchin and finally, which is of especisl fmporfance to ux, u
voeshulary of Yiinoan Tud whon the Olioese eall Pa-yi.

Thy luttar was takun down by us in the Salwin valley in o settle-
ment of the Tai which lies far from the road leading to Burma and
in the almost northernmost distriet of the Tai in West Yipnan,
A striking feature is the almost perfect agreement of this language
with that of the Sismess, of which we also sttach o voonbulary, besides.
German snd English.

With regard fo the Minchin language the most importint fact is
that it shows ahsolutely no velations with Tai, but that it eontaing
many Chinese elements and what probably will be found to be wn
older form of Chinese, nceording to what Professor Haloun in Gioet-
tingen has written to me after having gone throngh the voecabulary
a first time. Forms related to the Lolo Innguage nre not lacking
either, n fact to which Genoral Davies has already reforped.

However, finally to fix the position of the Minchis lsnguige in the
system of Yilnnanese langusges will be the task of further lingnistio
research.

The most important thing for us is anyhow the nbsolutely sure fact
that any relationship whatever with the Tui Innguages cannob be
brnced, and that also velies from the time when the Tai resided in Tai
Ho Tsfin and Old Tali ave completely Incking.

Very interesting furthermore is a comparison of the various forms
under which ‘wo find the eultivation of food plants by the different
tribes Al the tribes of Yilonan use the plough and as draught-
eattle, according to the nature of the gronnd, boffaloes or oxen.  The
buffaloes are moinly used in the plains and the oxen in the more
hilly parts.

The peoples of Yiinnan are thus, including the Lolo and Lissu,
plough people.  On stesp slopes the digging stick is, however, often
taken in mse.  When wo, im Sinmese torritory, see the hill people,
who live in Northern Sinm, the Yao, Mino, Laliua and Lissy exclusively
using the digging stick, then this is clearly an indieation of poverty
campared with their form of enltivation in Yiinnar.,

It is of gront jnterest to go into the veasons for the change which
hias taken place with regard to the cultarl forms during the migm- *
tions toward the sonth.  One conld doubtless receive replies to thess
fuestions when nsking the elders in the villages of the hill people in
North Siam as there are still found among them old peoples, as for
imstance, the village elder of the Labu village, Ban Musseu, south
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west of Mu'ang Nan, who eame himsalf with the immigmnts from
the north.  During his travels in Siam the author did pot pot these
questions (o himself ; only when travellivg in Yiinuan, did they oceur
to him as s matter of pourse as he there met relatives of the same
peoples but with quite different forms of enltivation,

A close study of the question of the enltural changes of the peoples
during their mareh from north toward south is—it seema 8o to me—
of eapital interest with vegard to the problem of the origina of the
fornys of agriculture meb with in Further India..

The nuthor hos tried to illusteate in s disgram in s oew methodi-
enl manner the forms of sgriculture; the kind aund number of food
plants met with in Yunoan, 68 well ss the seasanal distribution of
their enltivation.  (Plate &)

From this diagmm (we have not included plants like pepper snd
other spices or textile plants like cotton and hemp as we did not take
notes of all of thess types) several points of view may be given. In
the plains of Yinnan, which are all under a strong Chinese imfluenes,
the Chinese forms of agriealbure wrs the eule shich, if possible, work
both during summer and winter thus representing the most intensive
working form of cultivation,

The formy of enltivation of the Minchin, which' sre fess richly
developed, espocinlly smong the Hill Minchia, whe work theie ﬂ.uhla
in n height of 2500 m., deviste very clearly [rom the Chinese type
By reason of the low temperature, no winter crops are grown in
thin hills, and an the other bund their summer eraps show n note-
warthy nanysidedness especially with regard to the cxclusive pre-
sence of plants of the temporate zone,

The ngrieulture of the Lissn presents again other differences
They undarstand liow to eultivate even the steepest hill slopes in the
Moking valley, Thore we found clearly the most developed many-
sitledness of enltivation we have ever obseryed sod adapted to the
many different conditions of soil and exposition of the hill slopes.
But, most of wll in these types of Yinnanese agriculivre, that of the
Tii stand ont. Here we moet only cne kind of cultivated plants
taraely the rieo plant which depends npon irrigation. The Indian
vorn, as an Ameriean species of grain, is quite s recent wddition and
at the earliest was Hrsb coltivated in the 16th century in Eurasia.

On the very spot in the Salwin valley, at a height of 760 m., where
we found Tai settiements with the same language and cultivation
a5 in Siam, we also encountered Chinese settlors, but in the pext
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highoe layer of sottlement on plaitis #t u height of 1800w, and
ahove these again, at s height of 2500w, thus it s suniewhat eloser
peighhourbood, the Lolo aud Lissu with their manysided agricnlture
s chinracteristio of these hill people:

Though during winter time in the Salwin valley there nre the
most favonrable conditions for the eultivativa of the species of grain
belonging to the temperate zone, and though right above Ehem this
kind of cultivation is carvied out by other peoples, the "T'ui anly
eultivate & singlo and provounedl tropieal eercal in their devp valleys.
and abandon themselves during winter time to the doles far niente

‘of a tropieal race. This phenomenon. is only possible when o people
has been long acenstomed to the tropical elimate, The Tai huve
not migeated slowly to the south like the Tiboto-Burman tribes do
to-day from the Lills and dales of Yimnan, Their home coimtry
wnst be & tropical Lountry with riee as their teaditionnlly cultivated
food plant, Their invasion into the tropieal valleys and valley plains
of Yiinnan cannot have taken place from the north but anly from
tho east from the tropical low land of the river plaing and constal
regions of South Clhinn

Onder the pressuce 6f a new poople developing in North: China
and gradually advancing towaril the south the Tai huve, possibly
foliowing their own craving for tropical lands, migrated south and
wustwirds perlisps in snall groups of vimigrants ss one ey shill see
them o to-duy in Northern Sinm when they are ool searching for
new paddy land.

In doing so they have mettld only in thess climatie regions which
favour their form of living and have only rarsly sml in fragments
sebtled in the hills; otherwise they have kopt to the desp lying val-
ley basine Thus they have naver bewn settled even on the 2000 m.
high lying plains ronnd Tali.  No traces ean toaluy be found there
of & former Tai population. Only their vl have they inposad on
that rigion sl that came from the south, However, linguistic and
archacologion! researches must be applied in order to test the founda-
tion of this working hypothesis.

Archasologial researches, which perbaps coold be carried ont by
the Simn Soviety in co-operation with the Acodemia Siniva, wust,
first of all, clear up the dissovery made by us of the fortress and
wall ruins lying in the former Tai Ho Tsheng, the peesent-iay
village of Tai Ho Tsiin. In this village stands the sbove men-
tioned memorinl tablet concerning the battle at Shia Kwan in 751
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Ao Horo lay, as the oamwe of the place indivates, the eapital of
Nan Chao founded by King Piloke, Oon the 27th July 1930, on the
point of starting on the long jourmey from Tali through Westem
Yo, we made inguiries in Tai Ho Tstin aboub the remains of the
former capital.  One of the villagers, instrueted by the village elder,
lesd s over the plain to the top of & hill which les ahook 80 m. to
the north west of the village.  This Wil forms part of the slopes of
the Tien Tshang Shan range pod to our surprise we foumd here
vlearly pressrved traces of imposing fortifications (figure ). A system
of walls and monts, now overgrown with grass, encloses an even
place on which stands o small insignificant Chinese temple with ita
dusty idole.  The temple is now nsed 55 8 store room for the ngrienl-
tural implements ased for the work in the wvegetable gardens and
sminll paldy fields laid cat inside the city walls

The Lill is eallod Ho Ding Shan and the temple standing on it Ho
Ding The. The hill js formed by two suall salleys of which the
southern one comes from far inside the mountains while the steeply
eut valley with its kettle-shuped source coming from N. E separates
the hill from the mountain slope.

The sketeh made by help of a compass and pucing off the length
will give n sutficient idea of the position of the roios in question.

It shows at the sume time the contours of the land lying st the
foot of the hill and the approximate position of the fofiner system
of earthen snd brickbuilt walls which eonncets it with the hill for-
treas und which elearly could be traced over the plain down to the
shore of the lake when pointed out by the villager. The walls run
first steaight down to the muin roud, closing this in north and south,
and then eontinne au almost steaight conrse through the plain down
o the lake shove.  One might at fivst sight take this place for s
fortification made to keap the rowd teaflie under control, something
like onr madiasval castles, but its importance increnses when seen in
comnaction with these wall construstions in the ecentre of wlich lies
the Tai o Teltn village,  Of special importance is the rivalet, ealled
Ti Min Tz, which vons in a wild bed of stone robble throngh the
middle of the space between the walls, which stand at a distance
from each other of about 1000 m, down to the laks,  The rivalet has
a length of 1500 m. from the monntain glope to the lake. South of
the streamlet, leaning itself to the slope of the rubble formation, lies
the village, Tai Ho Tatin, containing 360 fawmilies, thus quite o largs
locality, which to-day is inhabited by o purely agricnltural popula-
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tion.  As our sketch shows the village is separated from the main
rosd by 4 bamboo thicket. 16 paddy fields extend iside and ontside
the ancient walls right down to the lake only interrupted by the
vegetuhle gardens, which lie on the higher lying, and therefore dryer,
land along the noeth side of the rivalet, and the hamlot Tshin Tsiin
(whieh perhaps formerly meant * the Chinese village ") which evi-
dently also lies inside the old city precincts It is regrettable that
n closer study was not possible due to lnck of fime. Our caravan,
which by reason of the rainy weather, bad taken our cameeas with
it, had wleealy long ngo departad in the direetion of Shin Kwan so
wie, thongh reluctantly, had to follow it so much the more as onr task
admittedly lay in another and different field:

Now the question presents itself whether the ruins fonnd by ws
roally roaprosent the remains of the old Nan Chao eapital or they
pechaps are fortifieations dating buck to a quite ditferent pericd.
When considering this point vne must remember that we are here in
o land of groat historieal importance. Al the armies which com-
ing from the east, were marching through Yiinnan with the aim of
extanding the boundarivs of the great Chiinese empire, have warched
through the southern portion of the Tali plain v orler here in' the
nurrow tocky pass of Tien Tshang Tshiao to bresk through the. only
passage existing in the mighty Tien Tshaog Shanrange  Here were
the invasions of the Tang dynasty in the Yiinoan regions brought to
o halt through the opposition of Nan Chao.  This way also eame thi
armies of Kublai Khan in 1253 that broke the power of the Tali
kingdom which, at the time, alreandy had transferred its eapital
porthwards from Tai Ho Tsheng At that time too it sesms that
Islam got a foothald in Yimuan, brought there by Kublai Khan's
Mongolise warriors, This, as we shall see, coused again in the 10th
century terrible bloody wars from which the conntry has not yet
recoverad fill to-day.

Wi know that the Chinese governor in Yiinnan, appointed hy
Kublai Khan, was & Mubammeddan by name of Omar, from Buchara,
who adopted the Chinese name of Sai Tien Tshi, and that he built a
mosque, and hiv statne in the ety temple of the provineial eapital,
at least omtil guite recently, was the object of & enlt. At that time
therefore Tai Ho Tsheng had already lost its importance and it is
hardly to be thought that fortifieations would then hiave been put up.
The most jmportant campaigos of the Chinese in Yilonan took place
in the periods of the Ming and the early Taing or Manchu dynasties
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They invaded the upper regions of the Ireawadi, the lubitat of the
kachin by whom the still well koown Gueneral Waong, of those times
of the wars of the Ming, is yet honoursd in the temples  These
regiona ware, through the politieal develupments in the first decade
of the 20th century, lost to the Chinese suzerninty when the English
arrivod on the seens.  That any fortifications should have been made
during that time is not mentionsd in Use otheewise reliable Ulinese
annaks,

Finally the plain of Tali ones more was the scene of grave politi-
cal svents which also have left truces in the fortifieations-in the Tali
pinin.

Thess events ars the so-called Muhamweddan revolts in the 10th
cenbury of which the lsst, from 1855-15873, terribly devastated the
country, At thet time the Mobawmeddan chicf point d'appni was:
in Tali, the seat of the Muhammeddan lusm Tuk Wen Sin.  For
nlmost two decades the fighting raged beve and thers in the laid
mdl tervible massacres, oftin of whole towi popnlations, took place.

In order to defend the Tali plain against the encmy, who wis ex-
peeted to arvive from the south, the Tmam constracted o woll ot Shin
Kwan on the northern bank of Tsing Tung Ho (ses map 2).  This
wall beging with u bastion in the defilé of Tien Tshang Tehino wnd
loadds, only broken by o gate at Shia Kwan, o the lnke.  An impor-
taat point is the state of conservation of this wall which is complote-
ly undamsged It thus seems impossible that the much decayed
walls of the fortifications above Tui Ho Tsiin can be dated from the
same recent times ; bosides tlist, we possess quite detailed information
with regard to thet period in which nothing is said about the works
at Tai Ho Tsiin.

At that time the present day Tali was the scens where the fighis
with the Mubammeddaus fonnd their dramatie end with a horeible
butchery on the 1560 Jasuacy 1873 After the Chinese, by false
pramises, lud indueed the defenders of the wall at Shia Kwan to
surretider and had thereafter unmercifully masssered all of thew
they entered the town, whers the alil Linam and his defonders sarron-
dered without conditions, with the vesult that the whols populstion
of 30,000 men, women snd children were butchersd in a horrible
eartiage in one night !

This short review of the most important historical evints shionld
show that we may safely take it that Tai Ho Tsiin i4 Wlentieal with
tho olid capital, Tai Ho Taheng, of King Piloko, the foumnder of the Nan
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Chao swpire, which may also be concloded from the wemarial tablet
set up by Ko Lo Fong and that it never played any part in later history,

We may therefore assume with great probability that the fortifi-
cutions discovered by the aunthor dste back to the oldest period of
Nan Qhao, The final proof ean, of courss, only ba given through
exenvations, i by archacologieal methods

Finally, 1 shall once more som up my provisionsl couel usions based
on: my enltural and geographical observations on the questions
treated here —

1), The Tui of Yuunen have not arrived ab their preseat hobitet
in the lowest parts of Southern Yilunan by s slow migration from
the north.  They have rather spread out from the tropical lowlands
in Southern China, first of all from Kwangsi and Kwangtung, going
south and westwards wnd always kept to tropieal regions which
saited their mauner of living.

25 In the Tali region there has most probably never been n Tai
popalation. The Nun Chao kingdom was rather o stato created by
the eanquering Tai prince Piloko (T28-748) from Southern Yilouan
He bauilt his eapital, for the protection of the important sud, from
the point of view of taxes;, profitable centre of eommunications, Shis
Kwan, aguinst the hostile Thibetaus, in the fertile plain on the west-
ern share of Erh Hai whicl was densely populated by the culturally
high standing Minchis, and, militarily speaking, essy to defund.

3) The fortifications found st the village Tai Ho Tstin st the rim
of the mountain slopes as well as the walls which eross the plain
down (o the lake represent in wll probability the remains of the former
defensive works of the oldest eapital of the Nan Chuo Tai empire.

The farther study of this place, so important for the history of
South East Asia, will now be the task of the science of archasology.

May the ways and means be found that such research work
thruogh excavation ean soon be started and carried through !

APPENDIX.

Abstract from the voesbularies of The Yinnan jowrney of the
f;ﬁlgrﬂpfiimd Tnstilute ﬁf the Sun Fal Sen Uﬂfrcrm'f'y uf Canlon
1930 maide by the Assistant of the Institute, Lin e,

The Minchia Voealmlary T is taken from H, B Davied in onder
Lo comtrol oue own notes,

The voealularies have beun taken in the following places —
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Minchia 1 [rom an artisan in Shin Kwan st the sooth shore of

the Tali lake,

Minchia 11 from villagers in She Ping, a Minchin village east of

Lama Ting, oo the Mekong, ubout 180 km. N.-W. of
Shia Kwan

Minohin TT1 taken by Dayies from villagers ot Yun Lung, ahout

100 k. W. N, W. of Shis Kwan.

Lalo from villagers of the Lolo village Hou Shan in the

hille S, E of Fung L about 36 km. 8. E of Shia Kwan.

Tai from villagers in the Tai village Man Ie on she

1

2)

3)
8
5)
6)

7)
8)
L)
10)
11)
12)

13)
14)

15)

lowest valley terraee in the Salwin valley sonth of the
Tali-Teng Yii Road.

Method of tramseription of plice nowes and wovalnlarina™).

The vowels . £, 4, 0, a8 in German, French, ltalian nud Spanish,
Long vowsls are wmarked with - above the vowel. The letter o
isnot dumby  Ajin isrepresented by an apostrophe: Se'Tshudan,
Ths Freuel sound ou is reprosented by w as in German, Italiax,
and E[ﬂniﬂh.

The French sound w is representad by @ as in Ui,

The German o and French ew are represented by o

The consonants b, d, f, k1w, m, poref, zare wsed ns I Freneh.
The letter g is always used with the value of the Grerman
or French hard 4.

The lotter s is always sharp as in French.

The German sch the Frenel el are represented by sh.

The letter b is always used aspirated.

The German half vowel j, the French { nre represented by the
letter v, as for instance: Fao

The German v is represented by the French v, The letter w
represents the English sound in Willian.

The German tech, the French fokh, the English oh are ten s ribed
as el

The letters «, v, g are not used.

Under the forms quoted the place nsmes are given the loeal
pronuncintion,

An an exeeption the writing of place names, which have Ligd &
long nsags, is retainad.

1 According to Smbenberginna, Frauklfurt 1927, val. U, pr 1, p- 18,
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Deutach Hiniiahin M haiiinhin Hiillt;lhi-\ Tolo
Himmel hni liai ha ngdn
Erde tsi-pi tsi-pa ye-pe-tong mi-di
Sonne uie-pi ugi-pi. | wyi-pd ni-teo
Mond | mi-na-pi ti-ns-pi Ta-pi ha-pi
Stern shie’ it sien ke
Waolke vo' vir -— an-ti
Wind pi-she pi-ehe’ pi-se’ an-she’
Begen vit-shi vii-shui - an-ho
Berg shin she’ nge-td ku-ze'
Flizss — kou-td tahi-tshd  la-kii-ge'
Bamu tue' s’ tae'-tao' wr-bisu me-zo'
Liras twil tail (£ shi’
Fels tso-kuai | tso-kuai - ka-lo
Plerd me’ | me" me' tean
Riwl tge’ nge’ nge' nmi
Huhn k-l Kie-hi ki ai
Hud kun-do’ kua-te” ko n-ke'
Schwwin dede’ ta-ta' te a-vi
Katzo w-nih-de’ n-nj-to’ n-tii s
Kirpor tae’-ka tae'-ke'-neb — ge'-tae
Kopf to'-bon ti-pil te-hi w'-de’
Haar te'-ma ti-mi te-mii u-tse’
Ohren — ngi-ti-kus nio-to ngo-pi
Auge -1 ngus D tni-tsi'
Mued tan-ni tau-kun tshi-ge ka-pi
Nase pi-kun-ni ..1 “tgj: ::;1! pui-fu-te ne-kia
Zalin tse -pi tani-pa tshe-pa she
Lunge tadi-ni tani-pin tshe-piti lo
Haus ho-ka liuokn ho-ke hi
Tir mai-si (TR wen-shen -k
Fouer binek ftie himi =iy
Kleider | i-ki i-ki ik | pu-tse’
Hose | kuwa-in | kua-io kun-io o
Schule tgrai-isie ngai-tsi nge-tsi ke'-ui
Bssschale ka-pe’ ke'-pei — - ake
Vater #-tie t-ngie fi-te | o

W. Oreduer, Kuitwrgeographishe Beolachtungen

Tai
{ Paxi)

&
fiu
win
len
lnn
ok
bt
fon
I
tamn-lion
III-i

vil
lin
N

ngd
kai
i
mi
1 bin
b teas
Lo
hun-ha
b
ki
shup
hi-lang
hiu
lin
hie'nt
tn-ti
fui

ale’
kun
kinm-tin
van
te

Sinmesisch Englisel)
‘1'1]1. sky
fiu earth
T T
Hou T
A star
M. wLen |
u wind
:]u min
I hall
1 ; river
trie:
I-!.t‘g'l s
&u mck
1% borsa
i eattle
1n chicken
i dug
hli pig
1?& et
Fi, AN bl y
3 head
sy hnir
-] B
b Lo
ﬂ'ln wouth
R
#u tooth
Hu tongue
L fiou louse
‘I.h::l door
1?1 fire
ifin clothes
rihne trousers
ifign shoe
a3, 5 baw]
no father

xxvin, 2






Prentseh

Mutter
Sohin

Toohter
Alteror
Bruder
Jiingerer
Bruder
Altere
Sehiwester
Jingery

Sehwestor

anli
Frau

lely

{1 7]

Er

rob
seliwarz
Wilkisst
groas:
klemm
erselt
gohon

stuelivn
Sitsten

l
2
3
4

L1

100
1000

Mintshin Mintshia

I I
A= iR
tso-ni tae-ngie
ilu-lp-tsis-ni ugi-ngic
u-ko ko-ngrin
tai-mi ti-ngia
n-tsi tai-ngein

du-tai-ni | ngin-ti-ngie

sai-tuti-tsueni | tse-ngi-ngio

dii-ti=noe ngie -t
ngig-ni
gu ngo
{111] [iTh]
by mu
FETTY fan
I’ he
e P
to ti
sl B
ia’ i’
pei pei
fae'-he' tse'-ke'
ku-t’ ku-Lie
i i
ko ko
B =ik
] sl
nge ngo
fu' s
tai taq
i pr
Lain t=ie’
tse’ f=a
a-pe’ P
n-tai w =tsin

Mintahia |

1

_— i

=1

tan'

0o

=l

(L)

]
ngh
fa
k=]
pria
tehe'

din
n-pﬂi
n-shi

W. Credugr, Kultwrgeographische Beolachtwngen

Tai
Lolo ( Payi)
=1 i
T a0 Iuk-tani
ZO-nid luk say
-k Leai
NEga-ni-%) nng-tea
a-tsi tei-tsi
ke'-imd nong &
i-ke-pd pu-tsai
Z0-1i pu-ing
ngn kau
ni me
in T
i-hio leng
s-ni-vil lnm
a-vi-ka e’
g yai
i o
BB tEin
ahin pai
ki-ti taok
ni-ti nang
tse'-mo | miing
nge’-mo T
so-ln' A
i-la’ &}
0= ha
ko-mo hok
ke'-mao tuet
he-mo pie
k" - kan
tsi-mo sip
txo-ho i—p.n.t
tse'-te li-miing

Sinmesisel Englisch
Uy mother
gnem BT
AU duugrhter
. alder
bruther
unsn youngor
hrother
P vhiter
sister
S yonnger
sinter
Bl male
fiﬁ":t'gl feinale
t;i"u I
il vou
i he
ine
rui]
UL black
m whilé
Tney bige
RN smunll
i ant
b1l go
Su stam]
‘t-ﬁ sit
wiit 1
RE 2
Al 3
- 4
3 b
" i
Hn T
utln 8
m ]
fu 10
ibu 100
wu 1000
3
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TrasstaTonrs Cosumess,

It is with much satisfaction that the Couneil of the Siam Socisty
is now able to publish Professor Dr. Wilbielm Credner's interesting
and lighly important paper on the discovery of the ancient eapital
of the Thai of Nan Chao and the problem of the origin of the Thai
Taoe:

As will be remembered, when the writer of these lines reviewed
the aathor's book A journey Hivough Yonnaon wodertaken Gy the
Feographical Tnstitute of the Sun Yol Sen University (J8S, vol.
XXVL Part 2, 1938), he expresscd the wish that Prof Credner would
soon write nn accounc of his discovery of the old Naun Chao capital.
This wish las now been gratified.

With regard to Prof. Credner’s conclusions it seems more than
probable that he has really fonnd the ancient and earliest capital of
the Nan Chao empire in the roins of Tai Ho Tsheng. That he is
also ight when stating that the Minchia did not replave any formoer
Thai population seems equally probable, However, when we exam-
ine the professor’s third “ working thesis”, namely that the Thai
did ol come down from the north during a slow migration towards
ths soath bat that they spresd westwards and soutliwards from the
tropical lowlands of Kwangsi and Kwantung, then wo think a halt
must be ealled in order to subject this theory to s eloser cxsmination.

Prof, Uredner's theoty is, to use the right wonl, nothing less than
revolutionary. b is opposed to all theories, so far launched, wbout
thi= gquestion,  Still it might be tempting to aceept the nuthior’s ideas
s the troe solution were it not for & certain amount of histerieal and
other vvidence whieh we beliove, it will ot bo easy to discard as
umimportant or wholly unrelisble.

Without agreving with all of the Jatest that has been written on
this subjeet in Thas Origine by Nai Sugd Kanchanskphandha
{IBEE]“’, who elaima for his raes the high age of 6.000 years, stating
that the Thai enteved present China (the valley of Upper Hosng Ho)
wven before the Chiness, one may say that, according o listorieal
uvidence, it seems ressonably sure that the Thai cceupied & broad
streteh of territory un the north bank of Yungtzekiang ot least as
fnr boek as the Gth eentury W G,

Terrvien de Lacouperis says that the great Mung, whom he consi-

W i lruser mmmwf In a&n ey AN RUN w7 wane
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ders to b Thai, were in possession of N. W, Szechwan, jlentical
with Nui Sogit's Nakon Pi, about 2300 & & and that in 1971 8 0
the Vi and Lung, other Thai tribes, were also domiciled there. In
1551 n o, the Lao, al=o a Thai tribe, under the various name of
Leao, Chao, Ai Lao, Ko Lao, Pu Tyno nnd Shen Lao'! were the
inhabitants of Srechwan, Hupeh, Anhut and Kinngsi  Further e
says that the first invasion of the present Shan States by the Thai
took place 1o the fith century mc. when the states of Ming Mao
and Miing Nai wers fonnded.  In 338 e the Chinese state of Tain
stitbdned the P& in Szechwan resulting in 4 great migration of this
triba townrds the south. In 78 A . the A Lao, heing harassed hy
the ever sdvancing Chinese, migrated right down to Tongking aod
in 345 a. o followsd the thind great migeation of the Leao down
into South Ching wd Indochine, In the Tth eentury A 0 we find
the six Thai prinvipalitics established in Middle and Sonthern Yiinnan,
the nuelens of the later Nan Uhao empive. However, Terrion de
Lacouperie mny perhaps not be trusted in view of his fantastic
 Mon-Taie " theory and & too implicit roliunee placed vpon the dates
of Chinese ehronielers which rather belong to the mythical nge than
ta solid listorieal fuets

The so-ealled Mung, Lung, PA, Paug and Ai Lao, mentioned in tha
Chinese chronieles, evidently represent what”the Chinese please to
<nll * Barbarians ™, though thess may have been just as eivilized as
the Chinese. Now there are, besides the Thai, thvee other great
non-Chinese rees or nations living in Western and Southern Chion,
sach as the Lalo, the Miso and the Minchin So there might be
the possibility that these and not the Thai represent the tribes men-
tioned as * Barbarinns ", so mueh the more ss the Lolo certainly have
oceupied the highlands of Szechwan for & very long p-urit-.Lm Here,
however, the late Dr. Dodd, in his admirable book The Thai Boes,
and Rev. W. W. Cochrane, in The Shana'™, rally to the assistanes
of Terrien de Lacouperie.  De. Dodd thus tells us of & visit paid
0 Thai willages on the Yangtzekiang and says expressly that these

| these nanses are Chinese wod we do not koow what the teibes
called thesmselves

) General Vicomte d'Olloce, Tn fordidden (Mhina, 1908
W, W. Caclirane, The Shauns, Rangesn, 1915,
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are also moany Thai living in Szechwan, fe on the portl bank
of the great Blue River, General Davies in his Yanuon the Link
betoeen Fadio wnd the Yangtss, for the matter of that, aleo sayvs
that he found Thai fiving in the Yangtze valley. De, Dodd, whon
travelling m Kwangsi and Kwangtung, was told by the Tho that
they had been driven out of the provinees of Anhui and Hunan by
the Uhinese. aml Rev. Uochrane states that the Chung Chia Thai in
Kweichow eame from Kinngsu north of the Yangtze, Furthermure
from ald voesbularies made by Chinese chronielers it sesms that the
arigital inhabitants of Kinogsn spoke o kind of Thai  Even in
Shantung there wis & That speaking population, the Tung-jen. who
wera later forced to emigrate to Hupel.

When examining the virious names with whivh the Chinese have
Jabelled the Thai teibes we are able to identify tob a Tew of them
with present-day Thai tribes.  The Pi are thus most probably the
Pa-yi or Thai Nu'a of 8. W. Yunnan while the Mung may be the
same word we find in Ming or Miaog and in the oome of the
Tongkiness tribe of Mu'ong.  Lung mway simply mean Lusng or
{ireat, the Great Mung.  The Pn Tyvao may be identical with the Pa
Chioi or Pu Thai:  With regard to the word Lao or Ai Lao, as ouew
having been the name of great division of the Thai, wo lmve i
spite of the late Colouel Gerilii's soholarly merits, always Leen in
doubt as to whether this wond veally denoted the Thai or the region
from which thoy came.  We are inelined to favour the latter expla-
uition which entails that the sane Lao, as wrongly ziven by the
Southern Thai to the Northern and North Eastern Thai of Siam, has
nothing to do with the so-ealled Ai Lao. The nickname Lao s, as
H. B, H, Prince Damrong suggests, simply a contreaction of the word
Tawn or Lwa.

Professor Oredner’s strong point §s thiat the Thai are by pature
and inclination tropiesl valley dwellers par excellence and wof hill
peopls and that they never were the inhabitants of hills or high
plateanx. In this contantion he is confirmed by Sir George Scott
who in the Gazetteer of Upper Burmah and the Shin States sayx
that the Shans do not consider themsolves hill people but prefer the
alluvial plaing,  However, we have several examples that Former
bill people, foreed by ciroumstances, have bocome plain dwellers. So
for instance the Lio Song of Petchaburi who only a hundred vears
ago were living on the high plateau of Chieng Kwang from where
they wary deported as prisoners of war by the Sismese srmies down
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ta the hot plains of Southern Siau'! In the beginning of thess
coniments T mentioned o book, written by 4 voung Sinmese official,
Nai Soga Kaochanakplmndba (now Khun Viehitrmatra), whicls
treats of the origine of the Thai race. Though this ook eontains
gayeral not unimportant assertions, whiel are sither wholly wrong or
st least very doubtinl, still it is & book of no mean merit as it repre-
sents n pivee of research work, one of the very few, so far, issnad
from Siamess Lhauds, nlways excepting the work of suel érudits as
the late Phya Prachakit Korachake and H. R H. Prinee Damrong,
still happily with os

Lot us hope that it will not be long before young Thai savauts
with & solid kuowledge of the history of their own country snd of
taht of mighty Chins will take up the further researeh work on the
origing of their own race.  They ought to be successful !

In conclusion 1 beg to tender my sincere thanks to my friend,
Mr. U7, Guehler, fir his many valnable suggestions and other assist-
ance in the translation of Frof. Credoer’s paper.

Erik Seidenfndon,
Bangkok, March 1954

' Major B. Seilenfaden; Guide te Petehabur, Banghkok, 193],

[

Printad bie The Bangkoll Tlrmees Press, Tad..
&0 Hompkong Dank Lane,
Emgekok — A pril 1805,
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