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THE HITTITE GODS IN HITTITE ART

TaE purpose of this article is a study of the Hittite deities
from the archaeological rather than the literary side. The diili-
culty in the study whether of the art or the mythology of the
Hittites comes from the fact that from their position between
the two great empires of antiquity this people were dominated
necessarily by the influences of civilization and religion from
Babylonia and Egypt. Further, their territory to the north was
overrun again and again by Assyria, and to the west by both
Assyria and Egypt, until in the eighth century B.c., after a
history whichewe can follow for nearly a thousand years, they
were swallowed up in the Assyrian Empire. Nor does this
exhanst the elements of confusion. The Hittite power also
coexisted with those of other minor, but yet influential neigh-
bors, the Phoenieians, the Aramaeans, the Jews, the Vanunai, and
the people of Mitanni and Nahrina. Of some of these once
strong states, with their national gods, we know very little,
and we may thus mistakenly ascribe to the Hittites what they
may have borrowed from contiguous people whom they con-
quered, as the Mitanni. We may not err in considering their
borrowings from Assyria or Egypt, or perhaps Phoenicia, or
even from the Mycenaean art; but as to other elements thera
may be great doubt what was their original source.

The gods of Egypt are well known, their names, their attri-
butes, and their conventional representations in statue or paint-
ing. On the literary side the Babylonian, or Assyrian, gods
also are well known, although the forms unier which they
were figured are by no means all settled; fully half the prineipal

Ameriean Jonrnal of Archosology, Second Sertes, Journal of the 1
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gods are yet in doubt. The Phoenician deities are well enough
known by name, the Baals and Baalats, Melkart and Ashtoreth,
and Adonis and Anat, and Tanith and Resheph. Then there
were the Syrian gods, Hadad, or Addu, identified by the
Assyrians with Ramman; Resheph, again, and Atar, corre-
sponding to Ishtar, Atis, and Atargatis, who seems to have
been a compound of the two last.

Any or all of the gods of Babylonia, Assyria, or Egypt, or
any of the gods of Phoenicia or Syria overrun by the Hittites,
were likely to be adopted by them, and to be confused with
their native mythology, just as some of the Semitic deities were
very early adopted into the Greek pantheon, and so assimilated
that even now we find it difficult to disentangle them; and
just as, at a later period, the worship of the Persiun Mithra
was brought from the east to the west. But still closer, per-
haps, was the relation between the Hittite deities and those of
Nahrina and Mitanni, and of the Vannai regions, either early
occupied by the Hittites, or whose people were the next neigh-
bors to the Hittites in their original seats, and who very likely
spoke a kindred language, neither Semitic nor, I venture to
say, Arvan. We are so fortunate as to know the names of
the gods of Mitanni at an early period in the history of the
Hittites, for they are mentioned by Dushrattu in his letters
preserved among the Tel-el-Amarna tablets. His prineipal
god was Tishub. Other deities mentioned by him (excluding
Egyptian gods) are Assyrian, such as Ishtar and Shaomash. As
he mentions a battle with the Hittites in which Tishub has
delivered him, we might plausibly assume, but not certainly,
that Tishub was not the Hittite name of the god. At the
same time we know that Assyria and Babylonia could fight
with each other, and aceredit their respective victories to the
same Ishtar. Other gods of Mitanni were Sausbe and Zan-
nukhu. Tishub was also the god of the Shu, a kindred
people.

At a later but yet early period, say from 800 to 900 n.c.,
we have the Van inscriptions, which contain long lists of the
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ods of the Vannai, with the sacrifices offered to each. Some
forty-five gods worshipped by these predecessors of the Arme-
nians are mentioned by name, all ending in & which seems to be
a nominative termination. The chief was Khaldis, and with him
stood two other principal gods, Teisbas (the same evidently as
Tishub) and Ardinis. The principal god of Mitanni and Shu
was thus o secondary god, of high rank. among the Vannai.
Yet the name Tishub being found second in the order of
deities+is an indication that the Vannai and the people of

T =
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Mitanni were closely related, as their inscriptions, so far as
read, also show, I believe.

When we come to the more direct evidence of the Hittites
themselves, everything is not as clear as we might expect. The
famons treaty between Kheta-sira and Rameses 11 gives us no
names of Hittite gods except Sutekh and Astarte. But we can
gather little from this. Sutekh was the name of the god of
the Hyksos, and is identified with the Egyptian god Set, and,
indeed, Sutekh iz used in this same treaty very much as a
general word for god, and the multitudinous Sutekhs are
mentioned, like the Phoenician Baalim. Other Egyptian in-
seriptions give us a Hittite Reshpu or Resheph (Fig. 1), who
i also Phoenician and Aramaean; and also a goddess Kadesh
(Fig. 2), who as figured resembles Astarte. The Assyrian
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inseriptions seem to give us the Hittite gods Sandu, whom we
know as a Cilician deity, and Tarkhu, These names appear
also in Hittite proper names, but so they do, at least Tarkhu,
the biblical Terah, perhaps, among the Nairi and the Vannai or
Proto-Armenians. T think, also, that we find in the Hittite
proper names g Man, to be identified probably with the Phry-
gian goddess Ma, of Comana, :

Passing from a view of these deities of different nations that
occupied the regions over which the Hittites extendefl their
empire, we ¢ome to our main purpose, which is to consider the
way in which the Hittites themselves, in their glyptic art,
represented their gods. This introductory sketch, however,
will show how diffieult it will be to tell whether a seal is pure
Hittite.

In a study of the mythology of Hittite art, and especially
glyptic art, we must begin with what we know to be genuine
Hittite art. The best index is the accompanying use of the
Hittite hieroglyphie characters. This suffices for a certain
number of bas-reliefs, and a few seals.

The seulptures of Boghaz-keni (ancient Pterinm) are cer-
tainly Hittite. They give us two Processions meeting each
other, the principal figures in which seem to be designated hy
Hittite hieroglyphs. They are on the vertieal walls of &
natural hypaethral rock chamber. The two long sides are
substantially parallel, and are closed by a short wall connect-
ing them at one end. As the visitor passes up the chamber
towards the end wall, he sees on the left side a procession of
male figures in high conical hats and very short garments mov-
ing towards the upper end; and on the right side a similar
procession of female figures in long robes, and with high, square
cylindrical hats. The two processions continue on to the end
wall, in the mi