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PREFACE.

There was a great stride of Buddhistic culture over North Bengal
during the ante-Mahomedan regime. It tinged its literary activity
and it helped much in spreading the classical edycation there.
Grammatical works by Buddhists such as Vamana-Jayaditya, Jinendra
buddhi, Maitreya Rakshita and Purushottam-Deva, were extensively
studied by, and the Bhasha-Vritti formed a primer of Sanskrit Grammar
to, its literary people, even so far down as the last century. The
MSS. of these works, though many of them are incomplete, exist still
in large numbers, in the houses of the Brahmins of this part of the
country. They are all in Bengali characters.

In the year 1906, Pundits Peetambara Tarkalankara and
Harischandra Goswami, patronised by Babu Prasanna Kumar Bhatta-
charji BL, of Rajshahi, commenced to print the Bhasha-Vritti together
with its commentary called the Bhasha-Virttiyartha Vivriti by Sristi-
dharacharja. After only the first six forms, ending with the Sutra

weew ([.1.67), had been printed, Babu Prasanna Kumar
died and the attempt fell through. It is reported that, in order to
bring out their edition, they had collected from Bengal, six complete
sets of the MSS. of both the text and the commentary. Another
attempt to print and publish the same, with the help of those very
MSS., was next made by the Asiatic Society of Bengal. But before
the co mpletion of the printing of the first Pada of its first Adhyaya,
the Society too has kept the work in abeyance.

The undersigned had some difficulty at first in getting a correct
and complete MS. of the book. The libraries of the Varendra Research
Society and the Rajshahi Colleze possess, no doubt, a very large number
of the MSS, of the Bhasha-Vritti, But they are all mutilated and frag-
mentary. By piecing them out, hardly one reliable and complete copy
of the text could be obtained. It was Babu Dwarka Nath Gappi, Head
Clerk, Rajshahi College. who had kindly first procured, on loan, from the
Moffasil, a very good and complete MS. for the editor. Another
complete and correct MS, (No. V11) was next obtained through the
kindoess of a pupil of the undersigned. Thus strengthened, he had
recourse to the other MSS. deposited in the college and the Varendra
Research Society and was able to prepare the presscopy of
the Text for the present edition. Some accounts of the MSS. thus
availed of for consultation, collation and the preparation of the press
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copy, are supplied below. The commentary Bhasha-Vritt-yartha-
Vivriti is not given in this edition, as it is found rather meedlessly
profuse and of little edification. Besides, it is often in-extrecably
corrupted.

The editor was glad to find that the Varendra Research Society
was kind enough to undertake its publication, as one of its objects was
to bring out to light the ancient culture of the Varendra lands. Its
President Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray wm.A. of Dighapatia, devoted for
its printing and other expenses, a fund which had belonged to his late
lamented son Sabita Ray, a very amiable and promising lad
who had departed from this world while only in his fifteenth
year, to the great sorrow of all who had known the boy The bereaved
father was willing to present a series of classical and hitherto unprinted
works, such as the Bhasha-Vritti, Dhatu-Prodeepa &c, to the
world, with the lad's money and thereby to commemorate his
dear name by connecting it with them, under the title of the
Sabita-Ray-Smriti Samrakshana-Granthamala Elceine ittt g
TRAET ) | y

The undersigned is, it is needless to say, profoundly grateful to
Babu Dwarkanath for his kind and initial help, as well as to Kumar
Sarat Kumar Ray M., and to Rai K, K. Banerji M.A. Bahadur,
Principal, Rajshahi College, for their kind permission to use the MSS.
of the Society and the College. Besides he is extremely thankful
to Kumar Sarat Kumar Ray for his monetary help to bring out this
edition,

One word more. For a knowledge of Panini's Grammar, the students
generally study now the Siddhanta-Kaumoodi, that excellent and
wonderful adaptation of the Astadhyayi by Bhattoji-Dikshita. But this
study depends much on the help and the teaching of good preceptors,
In absence of them, Bhattoji's works cannot be efficiently mastered,
as they abound often with ecritical discussions very intricate and
hard to grasp, The Bhasha-Vritti is entirely free from such arguments.
Its style is simple and lucid and its illustrations are copious, It will
be found, it is hoped, a very suitable primer for imparting the
knowledge of the Astadhydyl to its students. Though it cannot

replace Bhattoji’s great works, it may however relegate them for a
later study.

Ragskaks, 1918, SKIsHl CHANDRA CHAKRAVAKTIL



THE DETAILS OF THE MSS.
used in preparing the press copy of the Bhasha-Vritti.

. (%) MS. No. 1.

its contents are 1/1, §/2, 5/3 and 5/4 (1) and it belongs to the
Varendra Research Society. It is marked nos 356—359, Vajurbhaga.
Itisa village in the District of Rajshahi, whence the MS, has been
procured.

2, (@) MS5. No. 1L

Its contents are 1/2, 1/3, 1/4, 2/1, 2/2, 2/3, 2/4, 4/1, 4/2. 4/3 4/4. 5I7,
§/2, §/3, and §/4. Itis owned by the V, R, Society and is marked
No. 308. It was procured from Vara-Salikhah, another village in
the District. At the end of its 5/4 is the couplet :—

™ e @uEE HEnEEEer |
fafam sgaa vt 3 swat w0

3. (@) MS. No. IIL

This belongs to the same Scciety and is marked No, 652, It was
got from Pundit Kalisarana Smrititirtha of the village Halsah of the
Rajshahi District. Its contents are 31, 3/2, 3/3, 14, 6/1, 6/3, 6/4,
7I%, 712, 713, 7/4, 8/1,8/2, §/3 and Bj3.

4. (q) MS. No. IV.

It is a complete MS. but very old. A few of its Padas appear to
have been recently rewritten to replace the decayed and moth-eaten
ones. It was the copy which had been kindly lent to the Editor by
Babu Dwaraka Nath Gappi of Rajshahi. At the end of its 1/4, it has

#d Fara? ufed adcd fafad war
Laggad A & war @ 110
ﬂnﬁmfﬁ‘ﬂl At theend of 2/4, is ﬁuﬁaﬂ‘l’l‘iﬁt
gaEsfaz | Attheend of 6/3 is Tewemraw Tws @ |
5. (¥, M5, No V.
* It belongs to the Rajshahi college. The Library of the College has

{1} Ifl-maana the first Pada of the first Adhyaya ; §/2 means the second
Pada of the fifth Adhyaya and so on.
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been enriched with a  wvery large number of the MSS, of classical
Sanskrit works, embracing several subjects such as Grammar, Poetry,
Rhetoric, Astrology, Astronomy, Logic, Lexicography, Smriti &c., It
was Rai K. K Banerji M. A. Bahadur, the Principal of the College,
who had collected them all, from Rajshahi and the neighbouring districts.
This MS. contains 3/, 3/2, 61, €/3, 6/4 and 8/4 of the Bhasha-Vritti
At the end of its 6/4 is
wfew@d qaa fafgr a1@ fas g = Wil
wFENEY aEfenasfiEassasis samg g
wim-ara-wfEfrgas is 1753 Saka or 1831 A. D. At the end of 8/3;
it has MA=FAGIH T, THF SVHT |
6. (W) MS. No. VL
It also belongs to the College and has 31, 3/2, 3/3, 6/, 6/3, 6/4, 7/1,
712, 7/3, 7/4, 8/1,8/3, and 8/4. At the end of its 6/1 it has
e S Agnns wiaar gias fag
fewsftomsies gF gl Raava
At the end of 6/3 is TOHIEAAT, T@slas @HLT | &9 1980E
#15 | This gives 1817 A. D.
7. (%) MS. no. VIL
It is a complete MS. and is now kept in the Library of the V. R.
Society. It was given to the Editor by a pupil of his. At the end
ofits 4 1 is

oA aAY vy dmifnag =@y sulEge gyEg
Fwwreaniastan ww= wa wn fafed goa w Attega o
Here ¥3warywufaus is 1784 Saka i e 1862 A.D. At the end
of 6/t is MAmafamsa fafaa
w1 IR vaw v el AenfefEte wmE)
W STE FAW el I} TR AOET AT g 1
wfafagamnsi= is 1715 Sakaie 1793 A.D. Puthia ( gdtar )
isa well-known village in District Rajshahi. At the end of 7/1 is

FitarE TR, y@atagq | The MS, isa very old one, though some

portions of it, such as 4/1, and 6/, appear to have been recently copied
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out from its old model with a wiew to preserve the book in its entirety.
The owner named at the end of 7/1, was the late Pundit Peetambara
Tarkalankara of the village Digha, Subdivision Nattore, District
Rajshahi, He was a profound grammarian and a great Naiyayika
(Rgifas ). It was he with whose help, Babu Prasannakumar attempted
to bring out a printed edition of the Bhasha-Vritti as stated in the
Preface. On his death in 1916 A.D, was extinct that long and
distinguished band of grammarians of the Panini school, who had
flourished in North Bengal for so many centuries. These pundits were
all educated in the Tol or indigenous systems.

8. (=) MS. no. VIII

It iz a MS. of the Bhasha-Vrittyartha-Vivriti by Sristidhara, owned
by the Rajshahi Colleges Its contents are 1/, 12, 1/3, 1/4, 2/1, 2/[2, 2/3,
2/4, 3/1, 32, 3/3 and 3/4. It is a very good copy.

9. () MS, no. IX.

Itisalso a MS. éf the commentary belonging to the College,
It has 4/1, 4/2, 4/3, 4/4, €/1, 5/2, 5/3 and 5/s. The copy is very old.

0. (=) MS5, no. X.

Thisisalso a MS. of tha commentary owned by the College,
Its contents are 3/4, 6/1, 6/3, 6/4, 7/t and 7/2. At the end of its 6/1 is
OFTST, 1433 At the end of 6/3 is wwrE=EN @ and at the end of
7/z is '
Sreatwa wn fvgfesdt go)
siwstEEs et ws Emﬂ e

Though wrnfesgufams is not clear, W =2 1431 corresponds
with 1709 A. D. /

ir. (2) M5. no. X1

This is also an aforesaid commentary from the same source,

containing 4/1, 6/1, 6/3, 6/4, 7/1, 72, 7/3 and 7/4. Atthe end of its /3 is

wmafmrze=fad usi= @@ aoat fEws 1)
Sifymvete sowie arateEarn awas 2o

This gives 1434 W i. e. 1714 A. D.
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12. (3) MS. no. XIL

This is a MS. of the commentary owned by the College with contents,
1)2,1[3, 1/4, 21, 2/2, 2[3, 2/4, 8/1, 8/2, 8/3. and 84, At the end ofits
2/t is MagreEEIEE, TESHE @IWT| U 1sge. At the end
of 2/2 is T2, 188 ; at the end of 2)4, wwrs=r: tege. At theend
of 8/3 is MywwE®; yawies @rEeg|  So ww yese is 1815 AL D.
urE 1e3c is 1816 A. D. and wr 198- is 1318 A. D,

All of these MSS. are in Bengali characters. As they have come
from Bengal, they give us the Bengal recension of the text and are
more or less alike. The real variants in them are few and far between.
Besides these, there are fragments of many other MSS. of the Bhasha-
Vritti and its commentary, in the College and the Society. But they
are all inferior to those detailed above, with regard to their
orthography, penmanship and legibility. They teem with all sorts
of mistakes and were thercfore not much availed of.

SRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI



INTRODUGTION.

Tairme ey @) At TerdeaE W2 |
fafqmanyag o= & ATGEAITH
I. The author.

The Bhasha-Vritti by Putushottama-Deva is a partial commentary
on the Astadhyayi. As it is brief, it is also called the Laghu-Vritti.
The Lexicographies Haravali, Trikanda-Sesha, Vama-Deshana,
Dwirupa-Kosha, Akakshara-Kosha and Varna-bhidhana, the gramma-
tical works Gana-Vritti, Paribhasha-Virtti and Dasa-Vala-Karika
and the ritual Visnu Bhakti-Kalpa Lata are also known to have been
composed by Purushottama. But it cannot be definitely asserted that
the Bhasha-Vritti and all or any of these works emanate from the one
and the same author. As the Gana-Vritti, Paribhasha-Vritti (A)
and Dasa-Vala-Karika pertain to grammar, they may be the works
by the author of the Bhasha-Vritti. Trikanda is the name of a lexico-
graphy by Bhaguri (B). But the Trikanda-Sesha by Furushottama
is not an appendix toit. It was written to complete the Amara-
Kosha, Says Purushottama at the beginning of his Trikanda- —

waifsgaEne @98 1 aif i egfede)
famlzn Srayw wwERY 9ga: WATRE UL
W AnwYT AtafaFaTe R ust
wfeurfes s=naEaETg | 71
The Haravali has at the beginning.
et frafat paareae

And at its colophon,
Qs Sautedt ssTE Tl |
Fiur aTeEfamemaTeaamEan
== SaANmAETY Gima:
wrOEs fagd war TN i3l

(A) The gfonmefa by #1189 is a different work on the same subject viz,
the Paribhashas. Purushottama's work is sometimes called the sfear or wiea-

gfrwm )
(B) Fide the Sutra 4. 4. 113 of the Bhasha-Vritti and our note thereon.



( 2 )

IR gty sttty et
A TREAEAE (SR gaaR s

He had two assistants, by names Dhriti-Simha and Janamejaya
in preparing the Haravali (C).

Purushottama Deva founded his Bhasha-Vritti on the Bhaga-Vritti
by Bhartri-Hari and the Kasika by Vamana-Jayaditya (D) His book
was known also in parts of India, other than Bengal, This is
manifest as its passages are quoted by Bhattoji and others.
The author refers to the grammarians Bhartrihari, Chandra-Gomi
(7.267), Jayaditya, Vamana, Nyasa-Kara, Sruta-Pala (8.3.5) (E), Kaiota
(=1314) and one Keshava (yis1113) (F)and to the grammatical works
Bhaga-Vritti, Vakyapadiya, Chandra-Vyakarana, Kasika, Mathuri-
Vritti (2.57) and Kesava-Vritti (6 4.20). Besides he gives quotations
from the

TMam, AEARE, FNAE ( amEam ), sfeaer (Tazw ),
FEAAT, ¥ efones, A, oy, SseT SeSaTE,

(C) ‘mmmmﬁﬁﬁﬁml
el eeafic aiRif Samma: o wdt 1 ¢ =fE groraedt

(D) “wifwmmevite samy wasfe 9 awr st arwimefafs
WAL 0 T—%fE wmmafe (sugs )y A variant of this is also found in some MSS.
viz :—"‘gifusrEsria few digwfe 9 1 ax it s s —sfa i
According to I tsing, a Chinese T ravcili:ar, who was in India from 671 A.D. to
Ggr A. D, Bhartrihari ( wésft ) died in 651 A. D. and Jayaditya ( sifam )
in 661 A. D,

(E) wawms is also mentioned in the wamefy a grammatical treatise
composed in the wy year 789, that 15, 867 A.D., by ( wfoms ) swziaw under
the a1y¥z king w#itssd 1, who reigned from 814 A.D. to 877 A. D. We find in it
TR USW WA (W4 1252 ) and again wevw s wfa WAty
"aqre: ( %, 4. 1, 253 ). In imitation of W&w% a1 @1daw, vews 941 Arafamm
in the ®etarm, the wwar afn puts SR T e

(F) Smx and Swyaf are not referred to in the gezaf®, wrsdtagmgafa or in
Bhattoji's works, But #7axfes names them in the Sutras 1.z, 6 and 1, 4 55
of his w=wEhy, otherwise called the sfwg=in
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sitasAtaTasTy (G), Atwwrw (H) &c, as well as from the works by
Kalidasa, Bharabi, Bhatti, Amarasimha, (3.2161) and Vana Bhatta.

Now the Veni-Samhara and the SisupalaVadha are guoted in
the Saraswati-Kanthabharana, Dasa-Rupaka and the Dhawnyaloka.
The first was written in 1042 A. D.; the Dasa-Rupaka, with its
commentary by Dhanika and Dhananjaya, in about 977 A, D. Ananda-
Vardhana, the author of the Dhwanyaloka, lived in the reign, extending
from 855 A.D.to 883 A.D, of Avanti-Varman, son to Sukha-Varman,
King of Kasmir Therefore the dates of camposition of the Sisupala-
Vadha and the Veni-Samhara are earlier than 855 A. D. The reference
to the Nyasa in the Sisupala vadha,

“argaaatz=er syt sfaEmEn .
w==zfagy oY wife veFifmwEaT ey o
is well kncwn, Jinendrabuddhi composed the Nyasain about 750
A D. So the date of composition of the Sisupala Vadha falls between
750 AD. to 855 A.D. Again there is a quotation in the Bhasha-Vritti

(G) Vide our remarkson it in 3. 2. 162 oi the text. The dmmatist
Raja Sekhara ( wsd@v ), preceptor to Mohendra Pala ( wigma= ), king of
Kanoja ( AD S9o—g10 A. DY, asserted that the syea(fa)ngsr= had been
composéd by Panini. quotes in his gezafn stanzas, w illustrate the
Sutra 4. 3, 23, from its 2nd. 4th. and 18th. cantos.

(H) From a passage in the Durghata Vritti viz :—genaafgoe el
si%; in 3, 2. 162, which is also found in the same Sutra in the Bhasha-Vritti
as #mnusfmgue fewmifafs sfs, itis irresistible to conclude that the one
and the same book is referred to by both the wmersfw and the gdzgf, the
different titles of the work being the manipulations of the scribes, Ghosha is
evidently Aswaghosha (w=gsg), the author of the Buddhacharita (gaefva). Buat as
no quotations from the Byosha (sits) given in the Bhasha-Vritti, are met with in
the Oxford edition of the Buddhacharita by. professor E. B. Cowell, we did not
change Byosha (sfig) to Ghosha (9g) in the text. Either the Oxford editor could
not come by a genuine MS. of the gg=fts or the =i and ¥ are two different
works. Probably the complete MS. of the sgufia by sy is still undiscovered.
The book recently printed is either fragmentary or a recast by a new hand. If the
completz ot real book be obtained, the sfiw and % may turn up to be the same

wurk.
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(3. 2. 161) from the Kabyalankara, a rhetorical work by Bhamaha,
Bhamaha (1) posterior to the Nyasa-Kara, had flourished in about 8oo
A. D. Kaiyata who refersto the Nyasa-Kara and is referred to by
Purushottamadeva, Haradatta and Maitreya Rakshita, appearsto have
lived in about 1050 A D. Hence it cannot bs asserted, against internal
evidence, that Purushottama Deva -had flourishad before the eleventh
century A.D. As to the external evidence, he is mentioned by Bhattoji
(J) Gopinath (K), Sripati Datta (L'and Sarani-Deva. Sarana-Deva was a
Buddhist. He composed the Durghata-Vritti, a work based on Panini's

{I) We have discussed the dates of Jinendra Buddhi ( fai=afy ), Bhamaha
(wrws), and Kaiyata ( #5z ), in our edition of the Nyasa (the sfwrmiisragfgs)

published by the Varendm Research Society.  Kaiyata's father was Jaiyata
and it is said that Mammata and Uvvata were his brothers. Mammata refers

to the king Bhoja in his Kabya Prakasa, Chap. X - “a3 foreg wadly ssgoa Lc}
mrastwifaee 1" Uvvata says that he wrote his Vajasaneyi Samhita Bbashya,
while Bhoja was reigning—"#5 ve garafy I, Bhoja's reign ended in 1o31
A.D. A commentary on the s=mam was written by wtfasiw= in 1160 A, D.

(J) See our notes on  Sutras 1 . 4853 1D ;5. 3. 43 ;and 6 4. 82, in
the ensuing text. It is to be noticed that there is no reference anywhere in the
Wi to #a e, though zésfe and the wwrgmdfasfa often quote from him.
There are also no citations from $ted of the Naishadha, in the wmmfa, zuzefy,
#suvfam and Arqfaey | Fred was probably posterior to them and wrote his #gdrg
wiTa in about 1250 A.D, mfewe gives, in the wiatFwefasfa, many quotations from
him. Another assertion is that =tew wrote the #uy at the bidding of sawe=,
or smw% king of Kanoj (A.D, 1172—87 ). 1f so, he becomes co-eval with some
of those writers,

(K) ¥ide our notes on Sutras 2. 3. 31 and 2. 3 b5, adtme (awied ) s
the author of the yfifaesdy, a commenfary on the srgwafifme by fufazw. He
was a writer of the 14th, centiry A, D,

(L) See our notes on Sutras 2, 4-52and 4, 1, 66 in the Text He is the
writer of the sramoftfre and lived in the 13th: century A, D, He is often
referred to by wiifs, He does not quote from the Naishadha, His commentator
argtars had many quotations from it
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| Gran?mar, in 1172 A. D. (M), in which he gave quotations very often,
from the Bhasha-Vritti. This shows that our author could not be later
than the 12th century AD. He must have flourished after Kaiyata and
composed the Bhasha-vritti before 1172 A.-D. Now the Bhasha-Vritti has
a commentrary—the Bhasha-Vrittyaitha-Vivriti—by one Sristidhara.
It was written likely, as would presently be shown, in about 1650
A D. Sristidhara observes in his commentary that Puroshottama-Deva
" had prepared his Bhasha-Vritti on the bidding of the king Lakshmana-
Gena, This king directed that those portions of the Astadhyayi
which treated only of the Vedic matters, should be omitted and the
remaining portions commented upon. Purushottamadeva adopted his
suggestion (N). This makes him a contemporary of Lakshmana-Sena
the king of Bengal, whose reign terminated with his over-throw by
Mahammed ibn Bakhtiyar in about 1198-1200 A.D, Sristidhara’s obser-
vation that the author of the Bhashavritti had acted up to the orders
of the king Lakshmana-Sena, might be founded on tradition. But
there is no reason to suppose it as absurd or deliberately falce. That
Purushottama-Deva was co-eval with the king Lakshmana-Sena is
further confirmed by his mention, with respect, of Govardhanacharya,
the author of the Arya Saptasati \O), The naming by him of
Varendri (P) in the illustration Fi=ianEH (31819) too, point to his
flourishing at this time. The name Varendri did actually arize or
become renowned in the Tith and 12th centuries A.D. It formed a part
of the kincdom of the Pala and Sena kings of Bengal at this period.

(M) The beginning of the g¥zafw is— =
el AAEEN §AW WMeAT |
FETHTAATAITEE (S S TIRTES 01
srewseiATETATE EmAAIgs i
rezsfaemifc {2 = wefgroyE=a | '
ssaEIgEl amA fraaste  afw st wEAOQEITECAA afm, that is
the Saka year zogs, which corresponnds with 1172 A, D.
(N) Says afesc— ‘gqimafen st a7 v A& wAfw  gEwq
FRsgarat Eqwrs wivrtafs | —sf amreafeef
(0) Viz.—sq aeg # mfwsn ( Sutra 1. 5. 87. wmie. )
(P) This word 7%= (Varendri) occurs also in the Traqrarsfes, a poem of
double entendras thronghout, like the eI and was composed in the r1th

&

centary A. D, by one gamsaws1 It is also found in the Silimpur Stone slab
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It is very likely that Purushottama-Deva was one of the courtiers
or proteges of the king Lakshmana-Sena, as the latter was a reputed
patron of Learning. Besides the scholars enumerated in the couplet—

Mdaw W s9gy IamnfE |

sy wify wfast s 5 41y
others, such as Pasupati (Q), Halayudha |R) &c., were also his courtiers,
Kabirsja is the personage who is the author of the Raghava-

Pandaviya. Govardhana is known by his Arya-Saptasati in which he
lauds Lakshmana-Sena thus : — :

HFNHA TG T I FHaEIw |
gug=famamnfais aadiv o1

He also speaks of ane Udayana as his_pupil in his book —

SRIFTENE TR famanany |
Aifes remvat wwifaar fsisma oy,

It is said that this Udayana is Udayancharya, the renowned sevans
of Mithila and the author of the Kiranavali and the Kusumanjali.
Purushottama-Deva honours and eulogises Govardhana, as stated above,

e g — - - - —_— e

inscription ( wufg of werg) of the 1:th Century A. D, published in the
Epigraphkiac  Indéica, Vol X1 and in the ATERwETE by gw Fmr—"q%
rRasitaale gatd=: simr 59 Nwpwlmsa g FRFWAWT | Varendri
( 2% ) is the a¥=gfi ie North Bengal, now the Rajshahi Division of Bengal,

(Q) A witer of some ritual compendiums, one of which begins thus :—
e fr et wfeat varsaman: v
o frafeamore: sty AL |
fasrat sawdvefafaamye Tzed
w% guiaefia gnafm saterinem o ¢ o
This yafa is =i
(R) wsrgy clears the point in his self-introduction given at the beginning
of his STwwsTE viz :—'ws s wAmarg s RILR LA Ve FL T o —
JTE AW wem@Ea” and again “ge RIRLELEIS T PR T Y-
Entvaafadwifva =@’ and again gy afwan: wgfe: Trriad s
s fenfrsfolt e o gefim o so ¥9iyY was the younger brother to
qusfa | &ma was the eldest,



i A

in an illustration which he has supplied to the sutra 1.4.87, The Bengali
poet Jaya-deva too testifies“that Govardhana was a great author—
(1) AT TRAAEATATTT, (2) wevyghy
SR WEEd T, (3) S 9] 3ERE
(4) FFRTEEIIRGIR AT
wet sl =, (5) fema: wfagw, (6) O sfmots w
Jayadeva is the author of the Geeta-Gobinda and Dhoyi of the
Pavana-Duta, a poem written in imitation of the Megha-Duta. Saran
was probably Sarana-Deva, the writer of the Grammatical treatise
Durghata-Vritti, in which difficult passages apparently of doubtful
grammatical accuracy from classical works, were very nicely justified.
This perhaps led the poet .Jayadeva to speak of him as above
viz : yW; YraY ZewHEA, that is, Sarana is praiseworthy in dealing with
( liquefying ) the stiff. In the commentary Rasika Priya on the Gseta-
Gobinda, the author king Kumbha also remarks that the six scholars,
Umapatidhara, Jayadeva, Sarana, Govardhana, Srutidhara and Dhoyi
lived in the court of Lakamana-Sena.
Purushottama Deva wassa Buddhist. He began his book with
Fa1g819 1 Such illustrations as,
fam gga (ssnes), 7 duafs Htgzad (zne), N way
(1 ye), wETdfd o (31309), Taw WE gag wifEd (uesy), &e
Buddha being also styled #ifgq, point to his Buddhism. His
promptitude to prepare a mutilated commentary on the Astadhyayi,
leaving outits exclusivly Vedic portions and thereby to impede and
discourage, to a certain extent, the Brahminic faith, seems also to
support this view. Besides, he followed very faithfully the other
Buddhist grammarians in setting down in several places, the aphorisms
of the sage, in forms either mutilated or augmented by interpolations.
No Brahmin classical author would do it, as it would entail a wrong
Parayana ( qymaw ) (S) and be a sacrilege. Purushottama’s devotion
to Buddhism was perhaps, unlike Saranadeva's, very strong and
pronounced and this might have made him a distant associate with,
or an ill-assorted companion to, the other learned men of Lakshma-

(5) The gqmorgw is a complete reading, from start to finish, under a kind
of religious vow, of i:nljr texts emanating from the sages who are their authors.
Panini's- Grammar is the chief g and hence holy to the followers of the
Brahminic faith.
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nasena's court, whn were mostly the followers of the Brahminic religion.
Hence it may be that his name is not in the list enumerating the
names of some of these savants.

Purushottama Deva was most likely a Bengali, According to
Sristidharacharya, he was an obedient acquaintance of the Bengali

~ king Lakshmana-Sena. In his exposition of the Rules on the arrange-

meot of the letters of the alphabet, called the Pratyakara Sutras, says
he —‘arw, ¥, A, W@, w7, §EW’ (T). Now zw and =ur are
different in meaning and sound. Inthe Deva-nagara alphabet, they
are different in shape too. It is only with the Bengalis that § and
J are identical in form and pronunciation. They stand alike in the
Bengali alphabet. So this passage deserves consideration. Unless
Purushottama Deva was a Bengali, why should h2 remark “ag, =9,
9, YAT (that is, again) sw" ? That is, why should he take 39 and
FW as identical by putting the word g4y which indicates repeti-
tion ? This identity consists, of course, only in form and pronunciation.
If this extract does not yield a conclusive proof of his being a Bengali,
it amounts to a sort of moral certainty. Again such passages in the
Bhasha-Vritti as “ggEat agt 771" (g3ire) and “San atfais”
(g13138) (U)alsoappear very significantand sugeestive. He names certain
localities as qa@t (s =\3), =fualt (31z11y) and mamwa (s:3n42), the
topographies of which, when determined, may throw further light on
the point.
1. The Text.

According to modern investigation, Lakshmanasena’s reign began in

1169 A.D. If so, the Bhasha vritti too is to bz taken as composed then,

(T) Vide the text of the wswf P. 1. The first 3% begins with the wmwm
%7 put in the garer Sutra 5. Itcontains and impliessg v & SHETAAHA
wz¥svawandz. The other is wgand it begins with Siwr ss1c and is in the
gArere sutr 1o. It contains and implies only the letters 5 7% and %. So 7% and
¥% cannot be alike in meaning. It is only in appearance and pronunciation that
gwataw3q takes them identical, like others whose mother-tongue is Bengali,

(U) owiat or qwiis the name of a river which still pasSes through North
and East Bengal. @=at mfafive: was a very familiar apology with the old
Bengali copyists of MSS® They were in the habit of setting down this often,
as an excuse for the sins of omissions and commissions in their professional

transcriptions—"“gure® aw fafad dws wfeiew: °  ofn
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if he had directed Purushottamadeva to do it after kis accessiomto the
threne. If Sarana and Sarana-deva were identical, quotations from it
could also casily find their way into the Durghata-vritri within a year or
two, For, Sarana and Purushottamadeva were both under the patronage
of Lakshmana-sena and most likely neighbours to one another. But if
Sarana and Sarana-deva were not the same personage the Bhasha-
vritti might not be written so late, considering the want of facilities
in the currency of books at the time. Taking then 20 years or so, as
the minimum period for the sufficient circulation of the Bhasha-
vritti, so as to make its extracts possible for being inserted into
Sarana-deva’s work, it might be composed in about 1150 AD.
This agrees well with the view that Lakshmanasena was then merely
a prince and not yet a king. As a prince too, he might pitronize
the Learned as well, Sristidhara then called him a king, simply
because he was a king though subsequently. His statement does not
absolutely imply that Lakshmanasena directed Purushottamadeva to
prepare the Bhashavritti, when the former had actually been reigning.
Or he might mean that Lakshmanasena who had ordered for the
preparation of the book was the king Lakshmanisena and no one else,

11I. The Commentary.

The Bhasha-Vrittyartha Vivriti is the name of a commentary on ths

Bhasha-Vritti. [Its author is one Sristidhara. He introduces himself
as Sristidharacharya. In the colophon of some of the MSS, the commen-

tary has the statement zfF Safescessfttear amrondiEsi
"qmaTt But he puts a stanza in Anustup, at the end of every Pada
with necessary changzes, of such a form as:—

wmrzat frzat Atefeaad |

agat faza, nw: gyETAEEFE 00
in which only Srisristidhara-5armana ( =rtefggcaser ) occurs and
nothing more. As the circulation of his book appears to have been
confined only in North Bengal, he was undoubtedly a Bengali
Brahmin of this part of the country. This assertion is further suppor-
ted, if he really had as his surname, the word Chakravartin, a title
held by many Brahmins of Bengal.

His object was to amplify the Laghu-Vritti; otherwise known as

the Bhasha-Vritti. Says he—



(-0

—— Vo e T ATy nary wAi
Mefererst aggacae gaa |

He quotes from the

afefiwy, sr@AlvwwHTa  (sRNR), Aeadd, Fum, Swele,
STy, sEwdtdae (qme) sastfe (EoEar), suaEesa,
*39= (ziuse), Fg2(onne), wrEdtsr (wmmes), stee (amsy),
gufe (saduaa) (3 2u3¢), Fitags, Wy, vz, a9 =hes ( A9awfea),
TENTIE (ATIRAAET ) (R FAET (Wkies), URAW, AN
(wiaiyae) &c

This Manjushah does not belong to Nagoji-Bhatta who lived at
the earlier part of the 13th century A, D, It is reported that Nagoji was
invited by Jayasimha to Jayapurin 1715 A D. to officiate as a priest
in the Aswamedha ceremony performed by that king. On the other
hand, the MSS5. of the Bhasha Vrittyartha-vivriti are found to have even
been transcribed by its students in 1714 A.D, (V). Bearing in mind the
dates of the authors of the Kabi-Rahasya and the Medinikosha and
those of the aforesaid transcription of the Commentary in question,
Sristidhara seems to have flourished in the 17th century A.D. and
written his commentary in about 1659 A. D. We present here to our
readers, the beginniog and the end of the Bhasha-Vrittyvartha-Vivriti

as specimens of its internal matters.

(V) The MSS. of the wwienrfasfa marked here No. X, has the
dates of its transcription given in it. At the end of its 6/1 is wsm=n L EL LB
at the end of 6/3, wemr: p431 ; at the end of 6/2, Frzaiecy ey fagefaanil g2
voaisfemq g6 ws wanfagedl wyn wewanfegef s unintelligible.  The
last line of the stanza is much worn out and rubbed. To some extent it is
illegible too. Though it is so, the MS. No. xi. is explicit and decisive.
It has at the end of its 6/3, sffaszvmma ww® W@ aoet FHHET 5 Hifw-
TRy wuRty arEfes wrwere 2w ay There is only some rubbing here over
the letter . It might have been #r1 in its new state. As to the date however,—
wi-fesz wxfa® wa®,—itis quite clear. It is m& ¢3¢ ie. 1714 A, D, wg=rm

1421 is 1709 A D, and wsi=n 1483, 1710 A, D,



k)
Wy W@ nAAE |

w1 wageEtafa: |
HAYT [HYH AATAGATTHE |
waHTAE GAETEe 5= srcEsRTEnE i
Ja e T gy sary aa1 |
StefesgaEt aget arE Faa il
T A TR T T A o |
Syeigd waaEts; HOAGH ¥ GCAE A

anfizzsamteet ngs fqEtaarigufmyg saemies daea 93
waq TR FMang TTINE SN —

A <f1 1 auerEate ufw 3fE | €1 @A AENEET HWAEE-
FrAaET ¥ gefe @ 98] W1 WA W@ (WRnRe )l A aw; |
amEdtafET (sne) wgYl| TeEs SETREERAteAr ¥ d
anm AawE | § F3391 97 SINAY FICAGEAECA sy FA@
atafan) warAt(a g2aw | SEwIaAiET awesn UW ST L]
sifa ggwq FHAgAET FTEATE—

amataty ) WEY SyFar ot 7w @ (3enes) WA
w7 W MEIRAET | mmw&wﬁﬂmmﬁnqms—
wremw yahg  syasdmatata dseg) G wifeatamas=
yrmm: satswe saatEie fastg | % wea A% % W= A S
ST G, TOEHTL | Awig ATHEA agaTATaties AN 7 -

sixfasa (W) 1 waer exerag, Aar srastiaty aalsgweg e
=1 ¥ ufes A sinfamad gl Faw | ﬂﬁ'ﬂm Tt |

(W) wgwifiad comes from Wg+wm+a% and afgad from s saaw=
wazsgme, SaE with the same affix 74 which is a Vedic one applied in the
sense of mm affives, that is in the sense of w7 and w+| wgfEad therefore means
wqwifiass and Sfeas Sfgasg | The role is gard ae-se-smam ( qee )i
The sutra gw4 §87 Lo ( 29 ) too provides % : but that is in the sense of FHYI
wywfizn and Afegy will then be the meanings.
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awrre frymifmamay « sryfe sarasnifen sdg sroamians’ 7wl |
W §39 W@ wrEA | a9 gt —
v st a2y et ww gewatTa
TR A s sEtawEa ey
Few mwe i sl fon |
ULt § 9 WEEsEEn 13

sfa1 w9 dwTawEed wEEmEamEEih safese g W
e tmiasfy GaawmEs fsesagreeam h aufass g9em-
afufgag | swe—

“waei e wrew s AT sien |
ar9q T3V AN G 59 F9 TWAH AL 0

wfr SmR SN T3 T TAEnEA 3tesg AiEEE T o= e
fage: = fod) 8901 Aredt @ nfemuafEsoEsesTeesaeasii-
WA GANETETIAT | WIS HTNT | H9TY WM A aiReueagieaei |
FEE AfFFEEET| @ Wiw] SNEE WA FEETET
33y vl AvET MUl A9 SIERENEIIENE wE] 6
st 3tvws fis @ am ) faf stefme—af | avaSh (a9,
augt) FwAlogan | FFWEIEED FRFE | FAAE aEEE G5
| mrmai gawt satenfwat) a9 ol ifq swerfs femg) e
ARWATNT, | W WU ¥0E (1258) WO wg | gfatenfe s@Eme-
it WEsTEat W amwgmi &3 sfafoant - wuie |
wgt Wt IwoE fafEiw ayfmamnfer v swaefaes
stwfifa ¥q @ mw Fafzrer Mo facafaad) 3 3 famd
arzaaTE wen ant 3y wwed 3f Snfww stazg Gl <
famgamas tad 1 930 a4 fadtas < fAargamey sfeef
FENRF | AFAMGARAAE  wEE . iafgia s@smaad
wtweng: sfEa@i® (X) w9 g=muweaft o9 o= sgumemg
waife—

"SI TN T g
@ fawn fifaatdl fm arglomgit 000
{X) This assertion is Iwrung. Y Ammang” ::reE::t Eﬁutmkara':‘u—uni:-
They belong lo the srerwir. Says Saz—""Aemreeri

farrapmy Ll TR it S
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s mou wyaals ATt agepisAmEd @t wafaras
gyngRsrER e | wOr =g (s T AT AEAtatE
ETdiEaE; | ArEesEEY AE | Zaarenies wgwawy fafafa
g =afafa 4 @9 wafEraty 7o ewEgl W e
e wafiwwee gifaae | 3foeg fizaifa—altammaE | W5
war Sitem) Wl (asge, a1 T =T 96 afre-
qufe sufaft svgds aveatae | zwd ¥ 9N 99 IEAE
an gA wEfrEs @ Twid §9@ reasatras s T =06 )

FANIE g TTEEaT Aed |

ITHT W A TG R L0

Sifafazmart fat o= 3% ofda

. wat 2Wsfmg fae Sifasd F@t 0 20

st e srEn Afmafaf e ss swgn | ewafawfu Sm

fagraad | gAY wE e imwa | wau= % (a1 Taml
g=1 fFEmaEuaMaEEEW @ T myinadee = afda |
FRYI AT AAAA e ESl 7 WA wfqumgmaeE | SbveE
qramtts weast: | fg FAawEs gt wafa | AwrE Ue 9w
sl e AW TgAtte: =@ 799 ) qwg faanag fegn=mEmRag |
aﬁtﬁmaﬂmmmﬁwﬁmn

At nrEgre w6 wwtaan e |

AR TEns AR e 1L

TR TRTIE yg=wm 0L 9t |

s T, 92 571 TR XERN EIR 120 <@
S TETECTSTEEED At A9 safn @ giatraafren
ayTdvgaEEs  amEpt | SWweEEn nefagmgaal  AgEsIEn
Aratearares staifza & €60 | IW gaEas ety sfaefwetE |
wuazzesE wmatEan (=) freafenEegufrgrag)  #9
gaarms Ay 7 @imes @ Il sud) sgwtata (3@) &fa
:ﬁmﬂnmﬁﬁnﬁmmqﬁnirﬂﬂﬁmnﬁlﬁm‘
FeRETRuNE @A WNE wEwataia » wrewde, P. 1. wpered also assers this
and supports $§2, in his exposition of the qifafagdn in the FagRTTE |




{ ™ )

sfwe | 733 § weaa sam 9 arew @ fwea @ atesse |
W AR v e v e fw {39 wras 1 v o=
)| wrmeddaEmates) 7 v woGsate o
® 21 T Wl wf@n w=n o awemet: szt
wtem w0 avde=fitn & fames oo yowmwues) Fafed am
w13 991 WAl TN FYE vwmwe: ummgia) sw wiw sew
A we Fwd fedadeeT 5 o6 Gre) ssaEEe G
TxfastgaT=st )

“gavre fRETT sm R

|EWRATAGT 78 Tl w0 56

agEslt s oa | =y ‘

T T3 FEEFUE 37 §aa)

97 A=1SY 9 SNIAAET; gEan 1 \

e wrrra wawt o wd worw A g wweh, W
yui Wit ol | s e gl G b e Seed:
T FwIRAERaIfy  wEEIet @aw) gt seme )
WAH INT wwET sfemfm aofy w=w=gmy efeElrmatea
gy sfaurawits Gfasiise | o3 UNIEEEZY] THYRY TEA9Er
Qare va wafi 1 of w=r wewita A swer o ame g
axn wfowed & staitsaEawt  sresr wgse gvws ) T
ety fearerr dtfnsr | afvwa caea) waassr oy sswdas: |
MATIEE AYIEE T97 |

T weEr swfawsfen ey, Cweat st e
ulslEiRT smag s g il mmg )

sasswtaaaty AwaTggutaa; |
TR R AfEETAwly Wz w0
wRufeadmaame s whm @y
wEfnufarsmt 351 wshmmrad o

wirw fam aw ‘w=wheasmefem  safeRt wht Gl

SR IE S EE SR e — ufwfatmisafata

= ARAEOIEE | | oIdgmEs o w fws) e wa-
AT WrAT=IREY Te vaT |

LY
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ww afr Gtatwem syaT 27 TR AEirEe vae utea e | AW AU
SWEl WY ESEEENEEETY IOl we ag@; gar wed ?
ofgumes = sfEemEwafetn  vawn  weEn sewsevateiig
T aeTTEs=S UAw  Siws=m @Ei g9 eRe WEa
Fedisgurm 3@ Fzfesds fwigat FEEETl FUEs § AEN
a¥A =AY TIETAEET favwy 7 wfmRawtayT gwst gawt
Gievice il

qedlf | wws Twea IwmEd tfﬂu!iﬁa’lmﬁl Tigw fadtaw
W sanwsguEEEaEEam (Al wEstamatt e
Jfgera  TEAMTER TS A aftmaan At atdsene
awrEs TH | GGmwAAt | Wi seawE qg s st
afwas g Famantn 0 qnte  stapante R @
mnuﬁqﬁ sSeEmyEEEE AEaal A ggiE WiRae—
amt) ae SmeE | ST terera G sere il
ufess smaTEg | miEesEEEl &R % 991 ASAl SWAT TEA-
anafq uad gataufas T w0t FEAYENEETEIES 39 A
amwitaeg ) afmEasf dneHd sqw@ gzt war gfryeni
qaTETe—aemEEE mﬂmﬁﬁﬁuaﬁnﬁmisﬁiﬁ! it
afragra: | STy | gty fEase qur gEriTe e (R
nfmE: | anEstiRaR TEEEeEEsEd | awee Gt s
g s G qu xfa (qiaey) Tt s T SsEmmenet
m weEEae 8 Gt gdmemataf (aoes) frumd
gewitn Gty ¥ rrdewsttn | 7 wew it afgr ety
() seeEafer ) @y wEet Fah gEeferdgateaw 59
mfy 71 AtrentEsEfETwER@SaEEmg | W /e
wut th fwn anf gemt snnwtafEren svefn o kel
eiiar gReaw wrdEAaIERE wgTAw gwa yvwey xfh few
fesrmae—suatma= | @l SFOEY | ANWEEERaguev. Faw
sfedy) soiat FEGAndamews | SgvEEETYEl a9 § INEReafE
ow? Awala | azaatafa | ewEesd oW IRW A9 FREAINETEE
wF yEIeREWTER | awAtwais A Swadns  (uuey ) wERE |

AAYE WSS fmaT A A dan fewif
4
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w1 ufa) <R/ Wi Sad aq el wmn ae aErEfrEE-
amfs gmfw . sag—
“EmrametEy swag feaheg
AW AT Y 94 wretan! T3 sk
it frodan 1 agde w@e
“GrRe: Tng T AR armateaT
[ETERHIEE AT ygmway” | g
=t a8 Aarde | b given | =R g safassaege-
T <ta arey | WA Gawd) @ @A 7 ¥ Sfemaaite | ssmwaE |
WS EETaE S g EeTE R T 7 9t
ufemey |
"“AargrEaTEEs i adwTg |
9% TR G 4w U@y 965" 4 g

tfa Wamas saadat MeFwrgatiersy SEwmar o a5
ayaaanfasd )

Ty WEmEAd  cfw FUq7 swww wwRa wEEhige
Retutm 1 fed suwmmt mumy | B v S G| A
LR FIE e — H7q waw of5 fmeasmaag | s we—
TSt wew @ @ sy (@oge) se aw wwad: | gEm
HHIT, TIATF I T | FemwARG SwEas AeaTvae
f Grdmamte femeuene swEg) ferdwaswt
ety (e fewe | Ty ser@samRanEE siE
Ry wwTtw faved Fhwe v wwAtae ) saed G T3
WFETRE Az avaE (V) =agmm@ afs aify s
st —=w <1 wifed 7 awaenfn geTs wets Frmiag-
sanfed sfedsn Waws 1 win wwwrEd ww ) waEed qent-
SEIT | 79 wwEwEr wivmaist oA R AT —Enailty | gfs
AR - YA | Aemmntnfem i (1 19) FFAS T S5
meawtustias e i wre: | varees W gea 3% PR
Al | A e | aere D@ W (s giee) fae fagwma;
watr | fEnfatvasg wieey MO AT wwar Swwit—
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wstafa ) m= GGimEn aEstafae ) sgateats og (V) ms-
aifgafe)  (ride, )1 EERNIVE =fass @) Saat e
W | FAT WAT T THS 2AT AWt $AE =S S T
giz® gaEw (gries) wafafa) 7@ swwy wswesw@n @-
sxafy fega | aure gmga=la < ( nuy) S wif safa g
WYY | STwiawE (851 TFEWI0 @i ) geEgEEewig |
I g vimy stenfs wan) wiE g3nrsn degnmm Azfef
wnisif fwigEn ufs ssu w99 gEE | WE) e
asgaifas) fegnfess seleirmgm ) swg sumael @ <D
wysTw | AT WENTY, | AW wmie Gage srAtenl @ an ) amnfe-
nie,— ‘sErEIRRSUE TyauIai a wn )’ zfa

g3 waA! 74 A 3 gATErE |
wea = EenAtaT=eE) Fuie ewa T ©f|)

A9 HIFRIES=AEEEEE | g (RuET TEean SEaes
IR I IFEC G 1 wAtEd gAg arfiF 73 % 33 929 AeNEE N
WETETHEC TEETH; | U5 9 Sudaaiata WrafEE |

wr | EEREET PEAE UEW ATl TAd SaEN TEE )
Tty AtveEAEmET@gAte§d @ A oy sakeaw
ataeat waq 1 w4 dtan wft TeEEffh @ags, ) FamETE 7
fadaz 3aq | =wzafz of AE@ARENETIT | TATG WGIIRAL
fiase | TOg gIgTAsEs wtman sw e m@wEret
smrgw <t e meifERAn=sent | & Srugminan
(elsne) = sfagg | 1w vaw =i wier 319 g9mas | FwEE Tt
THEWEE WETA e STeR YA | § W a9 uwa Gt
wWiafa arfageyiaf fwfs) o sareesy wfesw geman )
@ frmar ) wfz et € vyardy | Svsanefi ) sEmdow
TATETOY, | H W ATl THRuET g |

(Y) <l wd “us & vz afew wqus 937 948 g@ 1 AW SIREAW-
(mmiee) mdw Frel swrsqmigemawss w1 (Siyey) TovEea fam g=q) "< g
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From the end, that is, from the end of the'igﬂmnf the ZATEME |
@) W e S (s |
wv T NI 19 TN eRw@ wmc aam ) Wi Gy
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fyammsg 1 faan w9 Bui AEE 1 WEOST (ge1ze) TETEET | wE
e W EwiEna 1 miEkiE ues, ) T st )
1A AFTCR FTFE A A @G | TH LRI | AF | WA AG TAWL WW A
aafa) gafafil =9 gyeats (sieige) sfa e | & 19w | WAL
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(Z) ‘i wewras mu]m:d ! The ::Uppurtt..rh uf Sristidhara, if attempting to
verify this statement, will surely be as successful as was once an admirer of the
military, who was determined to have an interview with and therefore in
search of Capfain Towers, whom he had heard of in :—

“(nir revels now are ended ; these our actors,
As 1 foretold you, were all spirits and
Are melted into air, into thin air :
And like the baseless fabric of this vision,
The cloud-Capf fewers, the gorgeous palaces,
The solemn temples, the great glove itself,
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve ;
And, like this insubstantial pageant faded,
Leave not & rack behind. We are such stuff
As dreams are made of, and our little life
Is rounded with a sleep,”—The Tempest, Act IV., Scene i.

The stanza ewe™ ¢ 2 &cc., occurs in the Kasika Vritti ( snfmw.afn ).- .. .
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The so-called quotations in the commentary “from the Maha-bhasya”
will often be found either wrong or altogether non-existent and hence
probably given on hearsay (AA). If they were not the foolish manipula-

(A A) Srisidhara’s attempt to e:plam gfrdarana in ofesiorars Frama
siefzmwam, probably in immitation of wfesiram wed wi=zi zfy ( Femrs,

1.1.1-) is curious ( vide our note gn 1. 4. 32 ), He had, it seems Do WRWIW
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tions of the Scribes, the conclusion is irresistible that the acquaintance
of Sristidhara’s countrymen with the Mahabhasya had dwindled at the
period to nothing. In fact a few centuries back the king Lakshmana-
sena had been, if Sristidhara is to be believed, tired of the Vedic portions
of Panini's Grammar. Purushottama too helped him in keeping them
away from the people as much as he could. Thus the Bengalis
generally neglected and ceased from studying the Astadhyayi (BB) and
the Mahabbashya. The Vedic Sutras of the former werc
unknown to them. This state continued for a pretty long time.
Even a few detades ago, the Bengali pundits were unable to

by him, while composing his Vivriti. In fact he based his book on the Nyasa (ot
the wifmwifsstwnfawm by fe@=ef ) | So he says—
e g T |
Sheitsd swurafe; sfafed afcss g v 0 Y@

Some read here wisr for #ren 1 The Nyasa was most likely the first of the
commentaries on the Kasika Vritti. (F7de the Introduction of our edition of
the Nyasa published by the V. R. Society, Rajshahi ),

(BB) There were of course some exceptions e.g. Brihaspati ( swafa ) the
celebrated Rayamukuta (mag$2), Raghunatha Siromani ( vgwmfadsfe ) of the
Didhiti ( fymmfeifsfs ), Kulluka-Bhatta (§w@wz) the commentator of the
Manu-Samhita ( wgdfem ) &c.. . The Raya-Mukuta wrote a commentary,
entitled the Padachandrika on the Amarakosha. He had shown in it a profound
knowledge of the Astadhyayi, though some subsequent writers on Amarasimha
oecasionally carped at him. That the Raya-Mukuta was a Bengali is clear from
the following statements quoted from the Padachandrika,

“eitfawRivTERE weY T wEe
watw e zmrg s St

w v fremiewrwea =y T

i YO vagseiETH T 14
ayar guwiwe Twewed e

wm Ranfardts sfon 1% wdh=w )
FeraTRTERTEEtYE dnggeed
rrsuafEsfaireem s ey # ) a0
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constrie and explain the hymns of the Rig-Veda and the Aphorisms of
Panini's Grammar, especially those on accents. This retrogression
dated probably from the 16th century A.D. Oh! for its utter vanish-

ment from Bengal.
SRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTL

get qfeRwEtReEat ArgreAtaiiETe
w Wi wfual svsfafela weesnsia:)
st ae v e
Wi GEuTEwl 8 Fu4 JrFAAr $195 1)
i fymZtardanareE i
warstwfafanisdtat 7 $@ ava & au”
And again—%sf  wfemgdssfom-onfes-sferanim-afergmte
AENR-UaRTER - s erewET sz sfEaE ffrdee W
AN SywwTS ot 1"
The age of the Pada-Chandrika is ascertained from the incidental mention of
a date viz : year 4532 of the Kali-Juga ( wfwas), that is, 1353 Saka which
corresponds with 1431 AD. There isa complete MS5. of it, in the Varendm
Research Society, Rajshahi, which appears to have been copied out within
fifty years of its composition, viz : in 1396 Saka, i.e. 1474 A.D. The demaiqifis
mentioned by the Raya-Mukuta appears to have been Jadu (=g )or
Jalaluddin Mahammed Shah who reigned over Bengal from about 1414 AD.
to 1431 A.D. He was ason to Raja Gonesha (w1 «ftw or swwmoaw ) who
was called Kanas ( %% ) by the Mahomedan Historians. Raja Gonesa reigned
from 1409 AD. to 1414 A.D. Jadu was succeeded by his son Samas-uddin
Ahmedsha who reigned from about 1431 A.D. to 1442 A.D,
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have disfigared the book.

gfguay |

The official duties compelled the editor to be at Rajshahi while the book
was printed at Calcutta. So, to his great regret, some misprints as noticed below
The readersare to kindly correct them and the

errors of other kinds where observad :(—
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