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This book, whose appeapance as- 4
Pelican mnzks lts first publication in any
“form, tells the story of his resols, Ie
records seven seasons of excavations of
two mounds, al Mina and Acchann, the
lacter representing a rown, Alalakh, The
suthor’s discoveries regarding the history
. and development of these places throw
new and exciting lghe, not enly on the
" grear pre-classical empirés  of Sumer,
" Babylon, and Egypt, but on the art of |
Minoan Crete, the Bronze Age culture of
~ Cyprus, and the tmde and economics of
Greece in the heyduy of the Athenian
Empire. _
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Editorial Foreword

BY

M. E. L. MALLOWAN Ty
Professar of Westarn Aslatlc Archaeclogy, Unirersity of Landon e |

T uE narrative of .4 Forgotten Kingdons takes the readet ona -
]‘nuﬂwp' of adventure thmugh more than four thousand 0o
. years of man’s progress in a corner of NW. Syria. Here we qu
may see what the spade can do to extract knowledge fmm i
. the ground and how a judicious choice of ancient sites can_
 zestore to the light long forgotten sequences of civilization..
Sir Leonard Woolley with his customary skill gnd
:}maguuuan guides us through the territory which he has
“%investigated; he interprets for us when the archaeology is
difficult to follow and seeks for meaning where the material ~ © =
appears to be obscure. Many problems remain to be re- 7
solved, but happily there is more evidence yet to come. The
reader who wishes to go even more deeply into the ancient
literary sources from Alalakh is recommended to read a
forthcoming work by Mr D. J. Wiseman entitled “The- - }:
Alalakch Tablets’ (Oceasional Publications of the British Institute .
at Ankara No. 2), in which he has translated many texts =
. which throw further light on life within the city betwm
. about r8oc and 1400 B.c. Overa still wider tract of territory
s .~ Dr O, R: Gurney’s PelicanBook on The Hittiles has already -
*tpld us what is known about another Kingdom which Was y
_ oftenin cImu touch with that whi:h is 0w dcmdbad; :

Prq,ﬁ.mr Mﬂffamirﬂ!mdnﬁa‘rgfl‘k Pelivan .fl'f*.l'
gFMurBarmnmd Western Aﬁaﬂ:wﬁw@& (il
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i3 : Introduction
TaE excavation of the two sites, al Mina and Atchana, in '
.- the Turkish Hatay, was carried on for a total of seven
. /spring or sutumn sedsons between 1936 and 1949, Since
% & considerable part of the expense was met by public funds
~ 1 -it'would in any case be only fair that the results of more
.+ 7 general interest should be rendered to the public, but in
- writing this bmkI have had in tumd sumathing other thu.u
- thatduty,
) ’H&‘mw Brgm R ﬂut]:ung atall WS hm ihuut
" cither of the mounds; there was nothing to connect them
with any place or event in ancient history. As the work
.. went on we wete able to argue that al Mina must be identi= "
fied with a harbour mentioned indeed by several classical . 7
writers under the name Posideium, but so casually men- 0
tioned that even its position on the coast remained con-, . 12
jectural; written documents which we unearthed proved -
that Atchana was a town named Alalakh, but in all the
- gecords of the past that we possess only a single occurrerce 7
‘of that name had been detected, That does not sound very ..
jpromising, It might well be thought that even if a certain
. amount of history could be recavered from. rhcmm.ni»m
1 insignificant town it would be of & pusely logal cha
_contributing “nothing to out ‘knowledgs. of ﬂvﬂiﬂﬂﬂéf
‘progress, and that mioney and labour would have been
_better spent onone: nfthe gmtmttes ihwh:ch-ni
"ﬂwﬂlnpud 7 Rt
dtis puzfectly tn.u: thnb—if ?ourmh]mt is ﬂa hlnmm ﬂm

& properplace to look i;thempzul of the country of onie
a0 i;spriar::pﬂ cities where artists would have recaived most.
~ patronage md wha.-.r.e th:. uuham -::f admi:ﬂsmuve uﬁ:m
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L or of temples would have been kept, Already a great deal of
" 'work hds been done on such sites with the result that a
< pgreat deal is now known about most of the ancient states of
+ the Middle East. But that knowledge tends to be self-con- . ;
tained. It was absolutely necessary to begin by gathering
material from which the culture of each individual state at
different stages of its history could be more or less defined,
but the time comes - and has come now - when what we
want to know is the history of civilization generally, and
for that we have to study the inter-relations between the
' individual states. The art of any one country will often
= lead us to suspect the influence of another, but history
W requires a firmer basis than suspicion, and although the
20 s results of international relations may seem faitly obvious
we cannot be sure that the apparent debt is a real one nor,
if it be real, how or why it was incurred; and if the contact .
was, a5 often was the case, indirect, then itis still moze difs- -~
 cult to'trace it. Onie of the urgent duties of the archacologist
to-day is to- trace those connexions, and he will discover
. them by digging not at one terminus or the other but on
1" "the liges of communication, How to decide on the right
; line and the right point on the line is a matter partly of
geography, partly of history so far as we know it, and al-
together (since he is dealing with the unknown) of reason-
able probability, Thus in the present case, where the object -
in view was to trace connexions between the Middle East -
. ‘Mesopotamia and Anatolia and Lake Van incladed —and
+ the Aegean, the ovetland trade routes from the Eastledus.
.~ to the extreme north of Sjma, -dnd the oyersea route de-
- maadeda harbour provided with a compasatively €Asy pass
| “through the mountaing to the interior, which led us to-al
Mina, Since on the coast there was nio room for & ally
important enough to control the mountain passage the pass;
and the port, must have been controlled by & towa'i d
This took us to the Amg plain, Since the flain lay o
th: sphere Gngﬂlmn cantrol and hﬁmﬁhﬁﬂu‘ﬂmﬁuﬂi
i ﬁhumry B.C. was pot under the Hittite pnwer muﬁﬁcﬂ

Foe” i
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Anatolia it was presumably the site of an independent
kingdom which must necessarily have played the part of a
buffer state and would therefore, in all probability, illus-
trate the passage of influences between its more powerful
neighbours. The only problem then was to decide which of
the many scores of mounds in the plain represented the
_ royal town, since that would, of course, give us the best
5 results for our study.
. . This was our justification for choosing a historically -~ =
; unkuawnsite on which to dig. We did recovera continugus .
and fairly detailed history of the town called Alalakh, but
' myréportwill, T hope, make it clear that the record possesses|
much more than local interest. It involves continual refer-
ence to the great empires of ancient Sumer, of Babylon,
- ‘and of Egypt, to the Hittite empire centred on Bogazkdy
in. Anatolia and to the less-known powers of Hurri and -
Mitanni; it bears on the development of that Cretanart
which astonishes us in the palace of Minos at Knossos; it "
is assoclated with the Bronze Age culture of Cyprus, bears
witness to the eastward expansion of the trade of the Greek
islands in the proto-historic age, throws an entirely new = ./
light on the economic aspects of the Athenian empite and
even, at the last, suggests a Syrian contribution to'the
Italian Renaissance. ‘This is the outcome of seven scasonsof ©—
excavation. The book that follows is by way of being an
apologiz, T have tried to prove that to-day, when the cost of
foreign excavation has increased ten-fold, when it mightbe 0
thought that all the best sites, those of the most famous g
cities of the past, had already been exploited and perhaps, -
%+ " exhausted and when therefore the public might excasably, & =
~ turn a deaf ear to the Horseleech demands of the field
' archaeologist, there is yet a vast amount of digglng to'be
“ done whose results will not ‘merely intrigue the specialist
' but will open before the eyes of all of us new windows oo 1
. “our common past, & ; #
= The full and detailed account of our field-work at
! Atchana is given in 4/alskb, a volume published by the | i
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- logical basis for the conclusions I here put forward, and

' to it the sdent who wishes to verify those conclusions
must be referred. In this book I have left out, so far as is
possible, that raw matesial which is the special concern of

-, the scholar and have tried to confine myself to what I

“believe to be of general interest. History should appeal to-
but not everyone can be expected to digest the,

5 mﬂﬂﬁ;
50 'ﬂt,br-'-’nu—dﬁat facts ofw:hlm]ngjr, and yet the two things ate

s ‘well'worth while, cannot advance unlessthefieldarchaco-
*‘iﬁgi’atism-.bledm carry on the research from which
hilm:'y is evolved.

The Idri-mi inscription is pubﬂshcd by Professor Sidney

irAum Nocu. 1 aud 2mipecm=ljr

Our knowledge of the ancient world, which

Emiﬂamdthgmnuformublmbjr]b{r D. ]. Wiseman in
- Ocrasional Publications of the British Institute of Archaeology
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) IH the extreme NW“ ::af Syris; oacupying th: gmmpg:mf :
- the Turkish province of the ‘Hatay, lies the Amg |
- is awideand flat alluvial area measuring about thirty m
thﬁhgrﬂ&&t@m separated only by 2 line of fow hills
“5 rom the great plateau which smmhu‘pa;fﬁlqppn to the
river Buphrates; on the south it is hunhdadb;r'a"i'mglbhfv
broken hills, on the west by the lofty range of the Amanis
mountaing whose further fanks drop precipitously to the
Mediterranean, and on the north by the snow-clad peaks of &
. Antl-Taurus, From the east the little river Afrin and from
.+ .. the north the Kara-Su run into the plain and help to fill /
- the marshes and the lake that form its centre; from the
. south the river Orontes, whose source is in the southers »
e -Lchnm flows through an amazingly. tortupus chaanal! '
' and’ tutning westwards 4t what since Crusading
#least has been called the ‘Iron Bridge' mﬁrﬁ}hﬂ
. which the: ﬁﬂumofﬂmduhmlt - famo
. -Aantioch, and then, bursting through the
i muus,md&sigﬁnimmthe 1

i
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modern feature, To-day, when the drainage works of the
Turkish Government have lowered its level, you can lean
over the gunwale of your boat and peering down into the
clear water see below you the ruins of houses and churches
which were built when Antioch was one of the great centres
of Christendom; so recently has the change come about. It
scems' that when in the sixth century A.p, an earthquake
destroyed Antioch it also dislodged a vast mass of rockin
the side of the ravine half-way between the city and the sea,
through which the Orontes runs; and dammed the whols =
;outlet of the three rivers which met in the Amq plain; the
‘entire plain therefore was turned into a stagnant lake whose .~
- bed was gver being talsed by the silt of the three streams
: until at last the floods overtopped or broke through the '
8000 Barrage, and the Orontes, wearing for itself 2 new channel
through the built-up mud-flats, could once more reach the  *
sea, But by then the riverside buildings of Roman Antioch.
were buried bencath thirty feet of mud and the barrier was '
too high for effective drainage; in the Amgq plain the rivers :
Afrin and Kara-Su came to an inglorious end in marsh and
lake. o Falt
In antiquity then there was no lake; the plain was well
watered but not waterlogged; it was healthy, the summer.
heats being relieved by the prevailing NW. wind that ~ '
blew from the snow peaks of Taurus, and its soil was verg- . *
fertile; it was a desirable land. And thatin more waysthan =
one. The barren scrub-speckled slopes of the Amanus |
mountains were then densely forested with cedar and other
hard-wood trees, one of the most precious commodities of
the old world; a tributary stecam that joined the Ofontes.
. below Antioch zan theough gravel beds rich din alhuvial. |58
. gold; there was copper ore in the hills facing the sea south - %
of the river's mouth;and if here ﬂnmwmth:mwm.&tanxﬂh
- ‘for trade the Amq plin by its position made their exploita-
L0 - tion easy. This self-contained hollow: land wis, En¢m b
" point of view of commerce, the meeting-place of the Nk
" Powers. One could go northwards up the Kara-Su vﬂhjrm'_
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'~ Marash and the Hittite country; eastwards, only forty miles
__|away across open country, lay Aleppo, and thence the roads il
%" led by .the Euphrates to Babylon or, crossing the great 4
- river at Carchemish, to Nineweh and Asshur, or again, by a
[ ME. branch, to.Lake Van and the land of the first
~ workers of iron. Southwards from the plain the caravan. |
 zoutes passed through Syria by way of Hama (or Hamath) )
and Homs and so to Damascus or across the length of
“Palestine to Egypt. Last but not least important was the =+ ¢
¢ way of the sea, An easy pass along the Orontes valley led
. through the mountains to the shore of the Meditérranean | ¢
“E".-; * where the river’s winding mouth made one of the few 4
_hatbouts on this rocky and inhospitable coast, a sheltered b
1" roadstead amply sufficient for the little ships of the ancient )
" ‘world; furcther to the nocth the less easy but better-known 4
Beilan Pass brings one to the great land-locked Gulf of &
* gl
I

g 2 Ll
D ipluingt o JF g g S W

- Alexandretta where again there is good anchorage for ships
and in addition a track skirting the sea northwards wheseby +

ccat ceach the wide and fextlle plain of Gilicia. o
. Li‘:‘wnurcd ldhtridt ‘wfns ou:tam to attract settlers, and 40

ilnﬂlnmunﬂs wn&:ﬂﬂnghk: two hundredin number, each 1
ﬂtﬁwﬁir:h tepresents-dn ancient town or village or military * 3'13
tbéﬁag they are not all of one date, but all are early and . 2
i - of them, as is proved by the potsherds lying on e
1 gu:gm go. back to prehistoric times, even to the

hé‘,ﬁge:, Emm tl:m b\:glnmng itwisa d:nar.ljr pﬂpulate&'

_fl‘bﬂfmt numbn: cf ﬁlmmuunds was emhm:mmg to
e wﬁﬁﬂﬂfm Mvntarﬂ which of them all was Iﬂmlr to
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sid:thcsmp:nfau:imuwdiatcmmt.!muldmlﬁnur
therefore.any mound that had been occupied in Roman or
Islamic days, where the clearing of the top hamper would *
mean unremunerative labour and expense, and since we
wanted cultural evidence could reject also any self whose
shapg suggested a fortress rather than a residential site; but

; _mm@chmmmunmmfambl,{% Iﬂiﬁﬂb
o ’ bamsaitw;:aﬁ i
nmfﬁn‘ -
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. road, close to the foot-hills, it could control the whole of
the eastern trade in the cedar-wood of the Amanus. It was
indeed self-evident that whereas Egypt got its hard-wood
from the forests of Lebanon, the timber being shipped in
coasting vessels from the Phoenician harbours of the south,
Mesopotamia, & country as treeless as Bgypt, depended

| largely (as ancient texts prove) on the northern forests of
-/ Amanus, whence the timber would be hauled to the nearest
v peach of the Buphrates and then Apated down civer to its
destination, And only by way of the Amq plain was zoad
haulage of the sort really feasible; this was the shortest
-road to the river and the only one that was tolerably level;
if anyone wanted to control that all-important trade he
would have established himself precisely where the mound
-of Atchana stands. '
If, knowing nothing atall of its history, one could assume
that the Amq plain had once been a kingdom, then it was
fairly certain that Atchana had been the royal city; as such,.

... [it was- more likely than other mounds to yield historical

¢ v dnformation. Accordingly I cefused the offer kindly made

" 'to me by my friend Claude Prost, the French Inspector of

L Actiquities, to excavate the neighbouring mound of

~ Ta'yinat, where Syro-Hittite carvings of the eighth century
- 'B.C. had just come to light, and asked for a concession for

JArchana and for its harbour, the little mound of Sheikh o

' Yusuf at the mouth of the Orontes. Of the work at the. 0

. “hatbour, al Mina, T shall speak later (s, P 172); hereitis -

. enough to say that, unfortunately, all vestiges of the early -

“~ ‘settlement had been swept out to sea by the Orontes. " *

. changing its course and, though we did nuhmqu:mly o
tain evidence that it ha& been the port of Atchana at an; H
~ xmate from the eighteenth century 5.c. onwards, all that we .~
/- found on the site dated to long after 1200 8.C,, & peried |
. mﬂﬂrwhuh, as T have said; I had felt that we wmnntabn-_- e
[/ ieerned; it is perhaps humilﬂuﬂg to have to confess that the .
 results were some of the most 1nt¢mting abtained by the

qxpr:d:tiun. ﬂ::chnna, whﬂut more than Eﬂﬂlhdquxlmpm 3
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in most respects, did not go back to the earliest days of the
Amg; it was a relatively late foundation, established at the
beginning of the Bronze Age proper, not much before
i 3,000B.C.; its record had therefore to be supplemented by the
excavation of two little moands in the immediate vicinity
which carried the story back to the latter part of the Neo-
lithic peciod.
In the seven seasons for which we were at work in the
Hatay we dug thercfore on four different sites, and as
result we obtained a more or less continuous history of the
district from the early part of the fourth millennium before -
Chist to the time of Alexdnder the Great, the end of the
fourth-century 8.c. Itis not merely the domestic record afa
gmy kingdom of Nogth Syris; because that kingdom wasa
- border state in touch with the great empires of the Near '
Bast they too played theit part in its-story and the study of 32-
Alalakh is of importance for the light that it throwsonthe .~
politics and the economics of the Eastern Mediterranean
states, The international character which its geographical
position imposed upon the site was strikingly paralleled hy
‘present-day conditions, When we started work it wasinthe
Sanjak of Alexandretta, a North Syrian province adminiss .
tered by the French; in 1939 we found ourselves in‘the -
autonomous Republic of the Hatay; in subsequent yeats
we were in Turkey, Our foremen, Hamoudi and his two
sons Yahia and Alawi, were Syrians from Jerablis, the
ancient Carchemish; a few of our workmen wese Arabs,
many more were Turks; the most numerous were the
. Alaouites, followers of the one pagan religion that still
. survives on the Mediterrancan coast; there were some -
. Kurds, a certain number of Christians of the Greek Ottho-
" dox Church, descendnts of the old Byzantine population,
m&aaprmklmg of Armenians; such a medley of racesand
' of creeds has been typical of the Hatay since the begmumg i
) qfthi‘ng; B




; CHAPTER II
The Periods before Alalakh

® i

'+ Irwasin the 1947 season that one of our workmen, & Kurd
. who lived in a village some three miles west of Atchana, -
"’ came to me and with a broad smile said that he had some-
.~ thing for which he expected me to pay him a really big
' baksheesh, something older than we had ever found or ever
.. would find at Atchana, and he produced from his knotted ' -
. handkecchief a collection of painted potsherds which fully
ustified his claim. He had been going home, and where the
ﬁiqkmt through a low'rise of grouad had stooped to pick « .
'--n;{;ltsﬁam from the steep bank, and to his surprise foundit -
. Wasno stone bt a piece of painted pottery, and then saw .
' that there was plenty more to be got by scrabbling in the
.mll ‘'his brother, who had once worked for the ﬁmlmn i
_expedition which excavated Tell Ta’yinat, had reco
iﬂm ware a5 th: dld:st fm.md there, and had told him 1‘.5&9
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man’s height above the plain; but it'was an encoutaging
site because, as the potsherds on the surface showed, it
had never been inhabited in historic times and therefore
would yleld prehistoric refmains undiluted and easily
reached, ;
We began by digging a trench to the SE. of the

mound, clear, as I hoped, of the village proper, The reason .
for this was that we were dealing with new material and it
was best to amass as much as we could in a shoct time so 8y
to accustohn ourselves to- it and get a comprehensive idea
of all the varieties of pottery that the site might contain;
thie houses would give us a stratified sequence, -which: Is
_easential bution the other hand houses are sometimes so;
cleanly swept that there is little left in them to show of
‘aehat the sequence should¥cansist; ‘nowhere would: pot-
sherds be so abundant as in the village mbhish-hﬁt <
and since the prevailing wind blows from the NW.,
rubbish would assuredly be thrown té the SE. of thc i
houses. So we started by digging the rubbish-heaps, doing
our best to date the sherds by their position, and afterwards -
we were able to check and amplify our conclusions by a
systematic dig in the village itself, The mound contained *
twelve distinct building levels, one sbove another; this;;‘
meant & long period of occupation, for mud-brick houses'
are reasonably long-lived,'and even if one allows an average.

. florif of only thirty years (which is the very minimum)
nlaﬂnﬂbuﬂﬂmga would imply. for ‘Tell esh Sheikh an
‘existence of three and a half mhml:m,ymd the: cbhtbhﬁ‘ i
- of the sucressive strata gaw. a yery clear: ptdtu&;i
-.dmlopmm uf th: cultiare nf the inhsﬁmtt‘! isrkbﬂ;—
'ﬂmr.
The nwn:rs -::'ri' ‘th# lowest snﬂ mﬂust hﬁpm, bmitn
¥ ..“‘a.rl:gln'snﬂ,l e/0n the original fat sucface of the Amq plain,
b2 '. ‘were still, apparently, living in the Stone Age. Palacolithic.
E ﬁ*mlived ift caves or rock shelters in the hills where ganie.
. could be hunted and o trace of hiim is likely to be found in
: ﬁwﬂmh}t an]lnd Bur. whm man lbamt hawm dnmm

{.‘
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cate animals and to till the soil for food, then he must needs

leave the hills for the fertile plain, and the building of
houses is the natural sequel of the farmer’s sedentary life.

The rich well-watered ﬂ.mcj must have attracted settlers as

soon as this change in man’s habits came about, nsu'jy, that

is,/in the Neolithic Age, and many of the mounds in the
phin seem to go back to those most pritmitive days — it was

. from one of them that there came the remarkable figure of
. - polished stone figored on PL 1 8, a “Mother-Goddess’ of a
“type found in Stone Age settlements widel} seattered
throughout Europe. But Tell esh Sheikh was = late founda-

- tion, dating to the very end of the Neolithic period. So far
as we could judge — we excavated :m]:,r a small area - it was

a simple, not to say a poor, village in the ruins of which we
found nothing but rough stdhe implements and broken
pottery; the latter hand-made of plain black clay with, apart
from occasional burnishing of the surface, no attempt at all
at decoration. The interesting and historically important

~ pointis that this kind of pottefy occuss in Neolithic strata :

in noctheen sites, in the plain of Cilicia, in Anatolia, and in 25

the extréme north of Syria, whereas it is quite unlike the
Neolithic pottery of southern Sytia and Palestine; we ate

- thérefore justified in saying that the cacliest occupants of

- the Amq plain were a people with northern affinities, prob- -

ably coming from the Anatolian highlands, quite distinctin. "/
" ‘origin and in traditions from their southern neighbours.

. The'whole coutse of its history shows ~and indeed is ex- = |/

+. .plained by - the fact that Alalakh moves within the northern =

.+ othit; we can now see that the distinction goes back to the

. wery beginning, | e
- Accordingly the early contacts of Tell esh Sheikh weee "~
“with the nocth and with the east to which geographically it =~ -

day open. In Level XI the same locally-made black pottery
still prevails, but mixed with itare sherds of a very different - ©

- we, the painted pottery of Tell Halaf. This pottery, called * = =
. after-the place whete it was first found, is the product of 8-

v pﬁ&ple much ‘more nﬂmud than :hm:igmumlmmi
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Tell esh Sheikh; they were in the Chalcolithic phase of
civilization in which, while stone is still used for many or
indeed most of the needs of daily life, men have learned
how to smelt copperand hammer it into tools or weapons;
the ‘metal is still rare and costly but its introduction has
meant that all sorts of things can now be done which were _
impossible when only stone tools were known; it marksa . ¢
great step forward in civilization. The Tell Halaf ware is- j
hand-made but extremely fine, the best examples being of
almost -egg-shell thinness; its surface is usually smoothed
and burnished and it is decorated with designs, in'a rather
lustrous red or black paint, which are often elasborate and
always effective. The country which produced it was the
northern steip of Mesopotamia, from Carchemish ¢p the = = .
v Buphrates (where some of it was made — the kilns havebeen = -
“found there) eastwards by ‘way of Tell Halaf In the uppet =
valley of the Sajur river almast to the Tigris; it must haye
come to the Amq plain in the course of trade, and it is
likely enough that the castern traders who brought it were
in search of timber.

The earliest painted pottery at Tell esh Sheikh is therefore
imported. To people accustomed to the plain black plates: -
-and bowls supplied by their own potters the Tell Halaf @
ware must have been extraordinarily attractive and the & °
Inﬂlmﬂmuywnsuunformdtummp:taudth rhcfu:dgmr, g
we find rathér coasse and clumsy imitations of Tell Halaf
vases which by their clay and by the quality of their paint . |~
betray themselves at first glance; but that was in the éarly

. days, and the Amq pottes with surprising adaptability was,
by the end of the Level XI petiod, manufacturingicopies.of - s
-+ Tell Halaf ware which it is difficult to distinguish from the . 5
. genuine article, while the Neolithic black ware went out of
_production. 'I'hem wis indeed the likelihood that so fatas =
 jts ceramics were conceened the Amq would become mesely
& western extension of the Tell Halaf province, but before
‘that could happen a new influenice was brought to bearon =
] ‘ﬂitl{}ﬁl industry, Over the greater patt of Muupummh -
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everywhere except in the extreme north— there was being
made what is now called the al ‘Ubaid pottery, hand-
‘tutned vessels with, for the most part, a greenish-white
surface decorated with geometrical patterns in black or
‘brown paint; it developed rather later than the Tell Halaf
ware and was not nearly so fine, but it enjoyed a wide ex-
tension and a long life,* This pottery begins to make its
appearance in the Amgq plain, and here I think that we.can
with confidence assert that international trade was res-
ponsible, It was not a case of foreign conquest, because the
‘pottery comes in gradually and there is no break at all in
‘the continuity of life at Tell esh Sheikh. All through later
history Mesopotamia was to obtain its hard-wood from the .
- Amanus forests, and though we have no written evidence =
to show when that trade began it was certainly flourishing
* . -asearly as any written documents that we possess, and from 17
", the time when the Mesopotamidn peoples were civilized '
.., enough to build palaces or temples (and the ruins of al
L Sibaid hmpi;n,hiv& heen found) they must have needed -
timber; the roere. presence of al “Ubald pottery at Tell
. esh Sheikh, on the main timbet route, is the strongest
. possible srgumr.nt for this commerce between east and -
e wegt,
“The importation of a rival ware to that of Tell Halafhad * 7
- aginteresting result, The Tell esh Sheikh potter, instead of |
' imitating now one style, now the other, dropped copying.
altogether and basing himself on both schools of att pro-~
-t T her book Arrest and Movement Mrs Frankfort observes that ‘the ™
. - willage settléments  of the al ‘Ubaid period produced no ;quf:r
.| aesthetically remarknble than mediocrs pottery painted with abstrige
patterns. This chalcalithic "Ubald culture steetches with. deprebsln
‘monofoty feom the Pessian Gulf to Northern Irag and app
: iﬁnﬁp_ﬁut many centuries’. #:mlly-th: :
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Fig.s. Designs on Tell sab Shetkb poffery

(. ceeded to evolve a highly individual style of his owa a2
-+ Lavel X all or practically all the painted pottecy that'we %
LU fand ds of Jocal manofacture and, as the reptoductionson
F"? Fig. 3§ prove, as artistic as it is original; the motives used” /=4
 are always abstract, but the design as a whole is invarisbly <%=
T adapted to and would seém to have been dictated by the
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shape of the vessel to be decorated, while the calcolated
balance of dark and light colour produces an effect which
in the al ‘Ubaid pottery is {:nnspicuuusly lacking. The ceafts-
men of the Amq show here an initiative, amounting to

. genius, which was a good omen for the future; at the time
it would appear to have commanded commercial success,
for their wares cireulated widely and are found as far afield

. as Mersin in Cilicia, a fact which again proves that at this
early date the Amg, with its suggestive land and sea routes,
was already engaged in foreign trade. It is true that the high
standard reached in Level X was not uniformly maintained
and that in the upper strata much of the painted pottery is
but a slovenly and a mechanical reflection of the first fine
output of the local kilns; but that may have been largely a
question of mass production to meet an increased demand,
and does not prove that the original spirit was dead; in fact
one of the most attractive types, the first in the second row
‘enFig. 3, makes its fisst appearanceinand is characteristicof

+ Lewelll,at the close of the Tell esh Sheikh period. Nor was

- theattistty of thesepeople confined to theirpottery, Though
writing was unknown yetpersonal seals cut in steatiteor bone

" wereindemand for marking privateproperty—a lumpof soft

. clay spread over the lid of a pot or on the knots of the rope |

that tied up a basket would be stamped with the owner’s "

‘gea] for security against pilferers —and examples of such ' "

found in successive strata illustrated the development of

‘carving in relief. On the eatliest seals we find geometrical ¢

. patterns rudely scratched on the surface of the stone; then

... they are better worked, technically, and more formal ig %

L. design, and a plant or flower motive may be introduced;- 3

. then animal forms come in, some of them being very vivid |

and realistic (PL x b} and one (broken) seal gave us at last

" the buman figure| by this time the art of working in stofte ' -

. W4 thorbughly understood and artistic conventions were.

< becoming fixed, 5o that we find twb small steatite carvings !

g hfmns‘h&ds, hg’hl]r stylized; which evidently conformte

‘o f:ﬁdgm‘zed type; they m.a]r well be religious spmh-nk Il; i
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‘the space of sumr'. centuries- the settlement of prm:unvc
farm-labourers had evolved into a sophisticated ::ommum:}r
with well-established traditions of civilization, in touch
with the greater world but preserving none the less its %
. individuality and its peculiar brand of chalcolithic cul-
Bt tase,
Then, quite suddenly, the efid came. In the surface soil of
Tell esh Sheikh we found a few sherds of Bronze Age
pottery and two rubbish-pits of the same date had been dug:
- down into the top chalcolithic stratum, but such wem
hundreds: of years later in date and only cmph&smed the:
. . - fact that during all that time the old village'site had been
. uninhabited. Our work there, well rewarded 25 it was, hed -
. yet supplied no link of any sort with our main site at %
. #iitohana; wehad therefore no connected history butarecord .~
*"of ‘the Chaleolithic petiod and then, between it and the . -
foundation of the Bronze Age city of Alalakb, a gap in -
time whose length we had no means of guessing. By a P
stroke of great good luck Mr Sinclair Hood, who was on . . /-
the staff of the Expedition, remarked just at this moment = -
another very little mound to the east of Atchana wherehe =
picked up potsherds of a kind that had been reported from @
other sites in the Amq plain but had not occurred eitherat, =
Atchana or at Tell esh Sheikh. A’ small-scale excavationan
this mound, Tabara al Akrad ~ Kurds® Hillock’— filled up - 7
our historic. gap and, in addition, gave us, I_thl::k, 1mﬂ|§t s
“ jllominating side-light on ancient hj.slm‘y e
. <The characteristic pottery of Tabara is what is oﬂ{qd;_
I nfhnmm:cﬂg:nnlﬁnd-spmm Palestine, Khirbet Kerak wate.
It is a hand-miade pottery, as a rule rather thick and heavy, "
- occasionally red n.‘ll: over, mote-often blazk, but quite often
-, the two colours ate combinéd 5o that the inside ofa bowl
' may be red and its:ontside black ora pot may be red below-
‘and black above; both the red*and the black wates are’
" ‘highly burnished; where/there is decoration this consists in
| simple:geometrical motiyes ~ vandycks and so on - ither
' tehszf on the vessel's nurfann or produced hy broad 11::11
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pressions with bands of shallow relief between them giving
a ribbed and fluted effect; it is a very striking ware and quite
unmistakable (PL z). In Palestine it has been found on a
number of sites, It appears fully developed and has no
previous history in that country; generally it occurs im-
mediately above a steatum the buildings in which have been
destroyed by fire, and all excivators in Palestine are agreed
' that it is a foreign, probably an Anatolian ware, introduced
-+ byarmed invaders who massacred the old inhabitants of the
-+, ~Palestinian villages and settled themselves in the burat ruins;
- judging by the relatively small depth of d:pﬂmt either the
- conquerors did not remain very long or, as is more likely,
2 they mingled with the survivors of the old stock and d.ld
£ not for long preserve their characteristic handicrafts, In
~  the Amgq plain their pottery has been noted on nearly fifty .
mounds, and there excavation shows that their occupation
of the area, while it began suddenly, yet lasted for a con-
5.3 .sfdcmblc.ttmz ~at Tabarait is represented by four building
. strata, Far away to the mst, dn the southesn Caucasus, .
*Russian excavators have found the same'pottéry, but there -
_it.ds¢dn 'vast quantitics which apparently illustrate the
- evolution of the ware from the simpler fabrics of the = -
w5 Neolithic p-:::pdi the southern Caucasus would seem to
" “have been the original home of the Khirbet Kerak people,
The dispersion of their pottety over so wide an atea calls
forexplanation, and the explanation must take into account.
the further (aad curigus) fact that while it has obvious ©
.. affinities but is not identical with ecarly wares of central o
. Anatolia yet 3 single example of characteristic Khirbet )
Kerak pottery: was found in each of the Hittite ‘Royal '
B nm'i'ra ‘at Alajahiiyiik in, Cappadocial Those tombs. date §
- from abont 2,000 B.C., -and at:that time.the Khitbet Kerak
-J ’mﬂﬂ msmﬁnng:; in cutrent use. amongst the Hittites, 50
that £ plaa of it fotind i the royal tombs must be
ggxﬁ;p-; ue to citual motives, Burmm&e:q@pa
ttites at Kultepe were still u H"Eﬂ[’}' eiqk_
(or ’pot-imud fpr. g ,?:wqcr
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which is beyond qu:stmn a descendant of those used in the
southern Caucasus and in the Amq plain: In my opinion
there is only one Lutnrpc:etaunn of the evidence which meets
it at all points; T do not imagine that it will prove at once
acceptable to all the.scholars who have put forward differ-
- ent theories as to the origin of the Hittites, but I feulfaid].r
- gertain that it must be broadly speaking true. i
. The Khichet Kerak people originally lived in the muth L,
~ Caucasus area where, starting from the Neolithic stage, '
.. they had built up a chalclithic culture of their own of /'
" which the pottery is the outstanding feature. In the latter -
part of the fourth millennium before Christ events of which = ©
we know nothing at all = perhaps drought and famine, pér=.
~haps invasion by same stronger tribe—drove them from
.. =their conatry and forced them to seek a home elsewhere;
They musthave moved rs massewiththeic wivesand childeen, -
as has happened time and again in the great mgrnﬂuns Gf,'
the Near Bast, for had it been a mere band of warriors thére
would have been no pottess with them to carey their tech-
nique to the new lands; and they moved eastwards, prob-
ably by the easiest and most open route across northern - @
Mesopotamia, skirting the foothills of the Anatolian moun-
tains, not stopping, so.far a5 we know at preseat {th.‘. B
would account for there belng no Khirbet Kerak pottery
. in the Khabue valley throughwhich they must;inmytheory;
- have pusnd}, until they came to the fertile valleyof the Amg,
- Here was & desizable land which could be taken over by the
*simple expedient of putting its old inhabitants to the sword:
= Jt'was the same problem as faced the Hebréws in the
Land of Promise~ TE::}mEhItw:;thvﬂthem K’%"

~,_'_-....-

many genetations. ‘itselfl A new

land-hungty people surged into the Amc}ﬁtim &¢Eaﬁﬁ T
onice more the Khirbet Kerak foll were dislodged and
driven to win fresh Homes for themselves hyfnn:c of arms;
| Two roads of éscape Wete open to themi, pae leading south,
one west; accordingly some of the fugitives went down -
'u&h Err.ia and Pnlesum md samed wll.ngcs hete and
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: 'ethcrc, :hughtanng the owners and building new huts for
themselves on the burnt ruins of the old; some fled through
the passes of the' Amanus and by EIow degrees pushed
notrthwards until, as they grew stronger and won allies,
they were able to set up a kingdom and to found an empire.
For in the Khirbet Kemak people we must recognize the
ancestors of the Hittites. Inwthe Old Testament Hittites are
'« described as settled in Palestine in the days of Abraham,
7. long before the Hittite empire came into being and exs
; ﬁnnid its influence into that country, The referances have
. therefore genenally beed dismissed as anachronisms intro-
duced into the nacrative by some late scribe, but that is
difficult to maintain becanse in at legst two instances the
Hittites are mentioned in connexion with incidents which
were almost certainly recorded in contemporary docu-
ments;! if, on the other hand, the Khirbet Kerak people
were Hittites, survivors of them would certainly have been
living in Palestine ia the patriarchal age. As regards Anatolia,
... it has long been recognized that the Hittites were 1 Caucas-
" “fam stock which moved thegee into Asiz Minor. Now they
" cannot have made that move directly from east to west,
firstly because the successive barriers of mountain chains
ranning north by south make 2 mass migration almost im-
" possible, and secondly because they would nat have been
i allowed to do so; even when they were established in
"/ Cappadocia and had become one of the great militacy
. powers they still could not overcome the savage mountain-
" eers, the Gasgas, whose territories lay hetween them and
. the Caucasus; they must have made a detour to the SWL
f 0 just as I bave said the Khitbet Kerak people did.
" Moreover the scanty historical records that suryive tousase

+- sufficient to show that the Hittites made their way up into

o, H s
: .'MM;&h#gﬂhMﬂfMﬂﬁufMpﬂhb Fn:whmhthqnp
“minst have been i conttact-tablet forming the title-deed, and themix-' |
_mdmw'dmhmﬁ&th for which again a lm:rhan
r-mmmm&m duwnupinvﬂdug

centtal Anatolia from the south, establishing & new capmi'
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with each stage of their advance, in which case if they
came originally from the Caucasus they must have passed |
through the Amq plain; and when in the tombs of their 7
eacly princes we find that the oaly pottery vessels amidall ~
the wealth of gold and silver are of Khirbet Kerak ware
then we can hardly fail to identify them with the people
who brought that pottery with them from the Caucasusto =~
the Amq and later were driven from the Amq to find new
homes elsewhere. The case is not yet proven; we'have still
to find the Khirbet Kerak ware at the various stages of the
Hittite advance through Asia Minor; but the work at
Tabara al Akrad has gone far towards solving the vexed
question of Hittite origins, i,
It has done more than that, The mound was found to
eontain seven occupation-levels of which' only the uppet
four are characterized by Khirbet Kerak pottery, In the . 7
lowest stratum, Level VII, there was uneacthed g substantial -
building of mud brick wherein the pottery and small objects
corresponded to those from the upper levels of Tell esh
Sheikh; this gave us the continuity that we desired — Tabara,
was the direct successor of Tell esh Sheikh in point of time.
In the next two levels, VI and V, there appears a new typeof =
pottery which both by its ware and by the forms of the™
vessels is closely related to the ‘Uruk’ pottery of southern '~
Mesopotamia, evidence again of the contacts which the '
Amgq maintained with that country, In-Mesopotamia the
“Uruk’ pottery follows directly on the long-lived al ‘Ubaid
ware which, s we have seen, had inspiced the Chalcolithic
pum:aoanﬂ:shShukb,and 1t‘wa3muw£d:ii‘¢ii§
period, though we cannot possibly say for how long: Its
occurrence at Tabara immediately above the late Tell esh -
Sheikh levelisin harmony with the Mesopotamian sequence,
. Since it was replaced by the Khirbet Kerak ware afteronly
i two occupation-periods its flaruit at Tabara is very much
- ‘shorter than in Mesopatamia; either it reached the Amg.
- .only towards the end of the time during which it was being.
- manufactured in the east or, as is more probable, Era::lvnd-'
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there rcasumhljr early but was forcibly suppressed by the
Khirbet Kerak invaders;! if the latter be true then it would
mean that the invasion took place during, and fairly early
in, the “Uruk’ period which archaeclogists are agreed in
* placing in the latter half of the fourth millennium 8.c, This
‘would accord with the evidence of Atchana, where Level
X1V (the third occupation-level after Tabara) is contem-
. . porary with the ‘Jamdet Nast” period which in Mesopotamia
- 'follows on that of Uruk; although there can be no'question '
" of exact dates when we are dealing with the illiterate phases
.- of pre-history we can, as soon as a relation between the
. sequences in the two countries has been established, accept
.- for the new site the general chronology which wider ex-
- perience has evolved for the other.
In the uppermost Khirbet Kerak level at Tabara there’
were found a few fragments of pottery, both plain and
* painted, which resembled those from the lowest level (X VII)
at Atchana; they were not made by the Khirbet Kerak
. portters but were ‘strangers’ inttoduced: from. some other
;:tm:jr, for they wete different from-the Khirbet Kerak
- wpares not only instyle but in technique, since they had been
.+ thrown on the wheel instead of being made by hand. There
- wyere very few of them, and they were confined to the top-
- "muost level; it would seem that such had scarcely begun to
ke thyﬂl: way into the wllage when the village itself
. ?ﬁ“& to exist, Above the ruins of those last houses there
-was 4 bacrén stratum, mere. agricultural soil, and then, close” =
“to the surface, Scanty remains of a settlement of the Iron -
"_Age; it meant that Tabara had been suddenly deserted and - ° 1
'm mu hm:! been left uninhabited for nearly a thousand | 0
ttery fragments showed that this desertion
wg& ‘the incoming of the new race which built |~ "8
tpifn ﬁu’e.er.splfa A’tchma, i race. that r.n;oyod the.'.___;_. i
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fmmofmulmdmm:diudn?vme]ﬂ on the potter’s '«
wheel; it was before this formidable invader that the -
Khirbet Kenk people, ignorant savages in comparison,
fled to the south and west.

I have attempted to interpret the evidence afforded b]r e
two small village sites, and it would be quite wrongeto =

pretend that my conclusions, however true they may be
for those sites, apply equally to the whole countryside,.
Tell esh Sheikh was one of very many settlements, mde'tjr
spread and not all of them necessarily confined to the
* plain, and though Tell esh Sheikh was in the end melml}x
deserted that does not mean that all the people who shared. "
~ the Tell esh Sheikh culture disappeared. Similarly not all -
i the, Kh.t!b:t_KﬂIlk people ‘were expelled from the Amg;
% Tabara was too. cloie to the new town at Atchaoa to be
suffered to exist for long, but other villages may have been
tolerated and their inhabitants who p surrender o
flight may have been kept on as serfs and tillers of the. saﬂ
for the conquerors, The later history of Mnhlrha-mﬁ. e
indeed of North Syria—is much more intelligible if w;‘.ﬁfijf
assume that the population was 4 mixed one, fth&h] '\ BT
.= Syrian elemeat preponderating and as a rule holding the
ot mm of power but faced always by a nﬂnnﬁu; whose facial
es were Hittlte; the sssumption can fairly bemade "1
 although' excavation at Tell esh Sheikh and Tabas has =
i giv:n umnifﬂm mumdmmaai:w.&spmumf thestory . i

= =

aaaaaaa
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CHAPTER III
The Beginnings of Alalakh
Levels XV TI-XIII

*

“Tue excavation of the two small mounds, Tell esh Sheikh

and Tabara al Akrad, was, as I have said above, essential if

5 we were going to trace the history of the Amgq plain back

to something like its beginning, for our main site, Atchana,
was first occupied only in the Bronze Age. That fact was
none too easy to establish; indeed, it involved excavation of

- asort which I had never before-had to attempt,

In order to obtain 4 récord of the lower levels we chose a

‘site in the residential quattér of the town where work had
: '-ﬂxmd? reachied a considerable depth. The top six levels had -
. “given us house sites more or less well preserved and below
© them we had exposed the SE, part of the royal palace ' .

.. of Level VII; here we marked out an area measuring

= about sixty-five by fifry feet for what we called the “Stratifi-
“cation Pit’ and dug down systematically through a well-
marked succession of palaces and private buildings until we -
'+ bad reached Level XVI;'y that time we were much below™ -~ 4
. the level of the. su.t:\ound.mg plain and the soil had been
_getting wetter and wetter; it was difficult to distinguish the

R P VA ]|y et AP R N 1 b R T R e AR I S S L P

id shrick of the walls fr.um the md—bl:ick dehtis that .

gmhcaaad,mfhe mud showed that thelpwasg
' ‘had not yet been reached; but it was | &

'Wmhugh would beleft of the fimsy.
i (whic Wﬂﬁfmudbﬁckunly,wiﬂ:nu;tqq
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foundations) to enable us to recognize any levels at all,
and the relative depth at which pottery or other objects
might be found would be but dangerons evidence for -

“dating because it would be largely accidental ~ 2 potsherd

lying fat might be in its original horizon while one on
edge might have sunk in the liquid mud from a much

‘higher level. Consequently, disappointing as it was not to

have fulfilled our purpose, I decided to stop the work. .

But only some ffty yacds away from our “Stratification .
Pit’ the excavation of the successive temples resulted in
another great pit of equal depth; actually the pavement of
the Level XVI temple was found to be flush with the floer -

of the Level XVI houses, and when we pulled up some of  +

the terra-cotta tiles of the temple pavement there again was -
the water; we tried to go deeper, but the water poured in
mote quickly than we could bale it but and the sides of our
trench, being of soft mud, broke away above and pozed
inwards below and progress was impossible. But it was
quite clear that buildings did go deeper, and since temple

walls were much more solidly constructed than those of a. -

private house there was a better chance of dist_inguj,sh.ing
them even in such difficult conditions, and in any case &

-temple site was too important to be lightly abandoned; the -
- work ‘had to be interrupted, but oaly until we 3I10'u1d be'
“better equipped to deal withits problems,

The buildings had of course originally stood on clry

ground; that they were now submerged was due tothe = &
- blocking of the Orontes’ channel and the raising of the -

level of the Amq plunmwhmhIhavercEcrmdhdbmﬁut.:

the level of the wa!m -table isnot constant; we-were digging -

in the spring, when it is at its highest, and the summer
drought would lowes it appreciably, We:therefore changed

. conr digging-scason .and came out in the autumn, We .
.-+ brought petrol-driven pumps, and on ﬁ:m*tcmpl: pavement
‘we built, with steel girders and corrugated iron sheets, a .

' large caisson inside which eight or ten men could wotk; as"
1 they dug and as the pumps emptied out the water the
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caisson sank of its own weight into the mud and tl:un'e was
“i 0 nopossibility of the men being hurt by the caving-in of the
“< " 'sides. The water-table had been lowered three feet since the
. | spring, which was an advantage, but it would have availed
- uslittle had we been digging in the open; as it was, working
.~ inside the caisson, we could without any great difficulty go
¢ down fifteen feet and more below the Level XVI temple
.. pavement. I say ‘without any great difficulty’, and that is
*. true enough from the engineering point of view — indeed
- the whole scene at the pit's bottom with its pumps and
- pipés, derricks and pulleys, ladders and strutted platforms,
" looked much mote like an engineer’s workshop than an
- archaeological excavation —but archaeologically speaking =
- it was not altogether satisfactory, The ordinary rules of
_scientific digging could not apply when semi-liquid mud
- had to be scooped up in buckets; it was quite impossible
to observe anything # sitw~ at the best of times the men
. were ankle-deep and sometimes, with an inrush of water
from: hqluw; thc'jr wete waist-deep in 2 sort of pea soupin
could be seen; it was only by examining the
. hgﬁar.h:mps iri the buckets that we could tell whether we -
were dealing’ with- mud brick oz with loose soil, Mone the -
i_t_m‘ the. rcsull:s almincd were wcli worth the lnbnu: in-

B S = s T

: if: the.ﬂmt place, vitgin soil was found to lie just abuu:t i
fourteen feet -below the tiled pavement of Level XVL A
li_'&lhluqk ofmu& bﬂckwrh tl:e top of whiuh was'. 3
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more o less regular succession of strata of clean soil and of B
mixedwrubbish which sheuld mean either gradual acceetion
ot perhaps repeated levellings and re-floorings; on the face
of it a rise in level of more than ten feet should imply not™
one building-period but sevesal, but one cannot assert that
this was necessarily the case. All the potsherds, etc., collected . -
in the course of the work, were therefore Jumped together
and desctibed as belonging to Level XVII; they may really
belong to two or more successive levels, but they are all
older than Level X VI and ~and this was the most impm.-:r-_
ant of out results — they take us back to the beginnings of -
* Atchana when newcomets to the Amq plain set p thdt
first bquinga upon virgin'soil. e
- . All the pottery chasacteristic of Tell esh- Shl;ukh and-
N ;.:-ahl:mﬂ d had been hand-moulded; all the pottery in -
" Level XVIT at Atchana is thrown on the potter's wheel. In
the top level at Tabara a few jmpmtcd sherds of Atchana
fabric occur, enough to prowe continuity, but there is no
mistaking the fact that the settlement at Atchana meant the -
introduction of a culture absolutely different from anything < -
that had preceded it in the-area, Taken as a whole the Level
X VI pottery is different again from that of Level K‘ﬁ,
but it is a difference of degree rather than of kind; we'do.
not find there the finely-painted wares with bird and animal
motives which are characteristic of the upper levels; bu %r
we do find the beginnings of that style, rather taughﬂ.u
simple attempts at paiated decoration; so-that what folloy
4 imiplies pot a revolution but a mtmﬂ developnient
‘. 'the primitive art of the first settlers. Whn:gm
. were we cansot as yet say. They. bad achieveda olati
high degree of cnlture, kaowiog. all ; qm the pot
- wheel and freely using and smelting metal - we found t
-&‘ - Level XVI their stone moulds for casting mppnr«wdm'
STk i.pd building yery solid structures of mud brick, but they
57 &a £ot scem to be mnnmd with the other stocks abo
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th,ing in common with Anatolia, those belng countries
whose archacology is tolerably familiac to us; it is quite
. possible that such a colture may have developed not very &
i faraway from the Amq, in the Aleppo plateau for instance, 4
© where there have been no excavations to tell us about the = &
" early periods, and that its acrival in the Amq was the natural %
- expansion of the higher civilization at the expense of the
. “dpwer. Tt can hardly have been a peaceful expansion, for
~* ‘the people of the Tabara time would not have relinquished
“their lands without a struggle; it is noteworthy that theic
i pottery fails completely from now on —not a single sherd
of it has been found at Atchana—and also that the new-
" comers did not sectle down in the old villages but, as if to
_ " accéntuate the breach between past and present, founded
.. their city on a virgin site. That some of the Tabara people
“-did not take part in the exodus which scatiered those
. “Proto-Hittites' into Palestine and Anatolia is proved by the
" speciméns of ‘imported’ Atchana pottery mixed in the top-
1 most level of the mound with the Khirbet Kerak ware, but
i & ﬁuﬂdhcuoqmsummmwhnwmawofthn
: 1 & new era had begin, So far as we can tell, the old
ﬁﬁpﬁhhun had lived in villages which might indeed be of
% some-considerable size but were, all the same, merely the '8
. villages of an agticolrutal and simple folk, The men of the ' :4
§ e Pronde Age laid the foundations of a city, which in time. .}
. came to be called Alalakh (unless they so called it from the
T’»f’.ﬁtﬁ:tj and amongst. the first buildings which they set up
S “was the temple of the city’s god. The city was to endure for . %
- “something like two thousand years; and during those mil~ ' .
£ " Jennia thetemple ‘was to be rebuilt-not once but fifteen |
z ’ﬁﬂﬂﬁ on different patterns.and to different gods, but no'
B et yentured to shift the cult centre from the site 10
: W@ﬂ#hﬁi&as of the city’s earliest shelnes, « 0
o temple itselfall that we found, pechaps a,’:ithnutlﬂ-;_.’ :,
e @-‘II-;I hm:-lt;a:k some sixteen fect squate.
L féet High —though the height may have been -
miirch :m.wb-ﬁ{m addud to by lucr huild.:r,a as th :
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ground level round it rose, Against its NW. face there was
a thick deposit of ashes, animal bones, and potsherds which
must be the remaing of sacrifices. Whether the cube was an
altar or not we cannot tell, but it was peculiacly sacred, for
when in due course the Level XVI temple came to be built «

Fig- 4. Plartof tbe Templ of Level XVT

high above the ruins of the original shrine this cobe was -
. carefully preserved; part of it rose above the new building’s
- floor, a smaller rectangle rather more than six by three and
a half feet (it may have been a new work resting on the old,
‘but we could distingnish no change in the brickwork) and - -




e A FORGOTTEN KINGDOM

this was neatly topped with & pointed roof of timber; in
front of it there was a squdre opening in the pavement, a
pit of which the lower part was filled with great stones but
' gbove them ashes and animal bones, proving that the old

. sacrifices were continued on the same spot.

" 'The Level XVI temple was very large, the greater part of
i+ its ground-plan lying beyond the limits of our excavation,
What we found was the central court, an area measuring
at least sixty by twenty-one feet, paved with terta-cotta tiles
-and enclosed by brick walls smoothly plastered and white-
" wwashed; since the outer face of the walls also was white-
" washed it was clear that there had been chambers surround-
i ing the court, but we know nothing about them. The two
* -curious features of the court were the brick structure with
its pointed roof and pit for sacrifice which I have already
described, this being towards the SE. end, and, at the NW,
L. end, ;omntl-ung yet more mysterions, Before the pavement

- 'was laid they dug, here a square pit, of which the upper
o part at least wis brtck-hur.d, going down to vltgm soil;

& found this; of ecourse, Full of water, and it a::mud
m_mu-:ﬂ to-describe it as-a well, but at the time when it was
“dug there was o Water and it was a dry shaft. As soon as
Wi it was finished it was filled p again, but not with eacth;

- here, as id the sacrifice-pit, the filling was of huge stones,
“boulders; with a packing of smaller stones between them.
There are no stones at Atchana and all these had to be -
Jhmught from the hills a few miles away, 4 laborious and'a
£ ostly mattee seeing that the largest of them weighed over
_%"a “three tons, so that there must bave been a very definite -':-7
b .gﬁllgiuu.s imotive for their use. When the shaft was filled - -
e i h?cu@d thie floor tiles weze Jaid aver it and then on the £ 8
-, es cmh?g? built o fmgnﬂ??ﬂ mass. of hf;mchfe:k P

7 _-n;a. r&aﬂfﬁlﬁﬂ cighteen feet long ,.{'
| five wide with a low doorway, fat-lintelled; Lﬂ:m'u‘gh;“
centee of it; but the doorway, though

ted,  was blocked ﬁ'i'ah"lmckwqfk -and plastete —

t &mn@kmp ﬁ:ddun E}nccn& afthu"mﬂ’ﬂ:m" e
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on and coincided exactly with the stone-filled shaft, The .
brick mass —we called it.the ‘mastaba’ on the analogy of
Egyptian tomb-superstructures having false doors, but the , ~
parallel does not really hold good — with its blocked door- -~
way and its obvious association with an undetground shaft -
laboriously filled up as soon as it was dug presents us with
' as pretty a problem as an archacologist could desire; it was .~
something ‘essential to-the worship that went on in the .’
- temple, of that we can'be sute, but beyond that we caanot.
" o as yet. What the ruins do tell us is that the early Brosize
.. Age people kept to the religion of their forefathers, seeing
that they based their altar for sacrifice (if we may so intes-
© prot the roofed beick structure) immediately on that which
. had served the Leével XVIL temple, and that the religion
“. . weas peculiarly theirown, owing nothing of its form either
‘to Mesopotamia or to Egypt. In & Level XVI house we
found & slate palette (for eye-paint) closely. rﬁﬂ:ﬂhﬁﬂg
those found in Egypt in the middle Pre-Dynastic period -
and this, if we can trust an isolated object, should imply a
contact - though not necessarily a direct contact = with the
Nile Valley. But that does not mean that the Amq was at
that date under Egyptian influence; of the two countriés .el
the Amq was indeed the more advanced. Already in Level’
X VI the experiments made by the first settlers in thnpulnte}*
ing of pottery had been perfected; the potters were now
producing such admirable vasés as the jugs shownon Pl =
~ and had tet a fashion which was to prevail for a thousan
years. From now on, uatil the eighteenth century .g;, 4
same shapes and the same patterns Wereto enize
- finer pottery of Alalakh, and so rigidly was the tfa
1 followed that unless we know the level at w‘h.mhn; g
" yessel was found we may be unable to date it on a’trlh]biw g
o .gtﬂﬂ.ﬂdi within a millenninm; fo:mﬁﬁuh:ﬂ.ngteﬂﬁmm&& e
T"'-'-;tm! can quote no parallel! - : P
"7, The wﬂuw-pqmm phmhﬂlii&lm uhocnllhlnglr

. .,Enahﬁa,_ hundred and fifty and mmﬁ P
4 f_lﬂpnpwl:&?:utwmirmﬂuﬂﬂxm-;ﬂ ﬁ
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, The wealth and initiative of Level X VI were followed by
-+ 'a phase of decadence; there was no evidence of any disaster,
- no violent overthrow or burning of houses or temple, but
rather a stagnation; old buildings were patched and mended
' when neglect and decay had brought them to a state that
“.t " really called for reconstruction; such scanty remains as we
"~ ‘can attribute to the period have a very sordid air. Phases
* . like this may occur in the life of any city, but there is always
" g reason for them. Here it is perhaps possible to find a
. ‘parallel and an explanation in what was happening in
. Mesopotamia. There the Uruk period had been one of
- greatadvance and prosperity; the Jamdet Nasr period which
followed it was, judging at least by its act (for of its political
history nothing is known), dull and uninspired, The Jamdet
Nasr people were certainly newcomers who by fair means
or foul imposed themselves on the country and could not,
- at first gt any rate, assimilate the superior culture of the
. olderinhabitants, though in time they developed sufficiently
‘to prepace theway forthe fine achiévements of the Sumerians
of the Eatly Dynastic Périod which came after. Now Level
- XVIat Atchana Is tontemporary with the latter part of the
<0 Uruk period, Level XV with the beginning of Jamdet
. Nast, and I am inclined to correlate Alalakh’s changing
. fortunes with the demand for timber due to the great
I;rmldjng progeamme of the later Uruk rulers and to the
. trade slump that may well hwc :cmlu:d from the Jamdet
* Nasr invasion,
. But s conditions meraradm Mesopotamia so- tﬁt}r did
in the Amg. Qur Level XIV falls within the Jamdet Nast
. peciod, as is' conclusively proved by our finding.in its'
. house ‘ruins a number of - examples of a particular type of 8
' elay bowl which has been: recorded on many sites and .
(LE dnk in the Jamdet Nasz level. Imonmmmhm:m-. O
i @f e ditect evidence for. cdm:e"t with S
-' ﬁﬁfhﬂ :e!s.ﬂbn which'T have: assumed hitherto oW,
Y @m:ahbﬁnﬁeﬂﬁcﬁ, thete is 0 Question of conquest,
'. mhtiun innscimr: bun one’ of trade mﬂy, and am]aq
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Jamdet Nasr peaple prospered and progressed the trade is

likely to have assumed lazge and, for Alalakh, profitable

proportions, Consequently in Level XIV we find the. city
temple completely rebuilt, and the remains in the Stratifs

Fig. 5. Plom of the Temple of Lewed KT

cation Pit s.huwwl that in the residential area aha- new -’;
houses were constructed which were much moge solid and :
better planned tham those of the previous period, while the
great amioust of fasly-painted pottery witnessed ta the |

- wealth of the time. Like the houses, the new temple did
not follow the constructional lines of its predecessor. Ona.
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. -raised terrace formed by filling in and levelling the old
. ruins there rose a simple building consisting of an open
.. forecourt enclosed by a-parapet wall and, facing on it, the
.- temple proper, an entrance-chamber a g::md deal wider
' -than it was deep and behind it a large nearly square room
. - which was the sanctuary, But this radical change in plan
*'did not mean a total breach with tradition, for in the middle
'~ - of the sanctuary, almost blocking it, there was preserved
- the old ‘mastaba’ belonging to Level XVI; the lower patt

“of it was now butied beneath the floor, but it still stood four L
ot five feet high; it was the only object in the sanctuary,
whith indeed had been built round it, and we can only
"+ suppose that the chamber owed its sacred character to the

« ‘presence of this relic of antiquity. Nor was this the only
-+ link with the past. The other main feature of the Level XVI
- temple had been the curious structure (inherited from an
', older day) against which burnt sacrifices had been offered.
©.~ This stood towards the SE, end of the courtyard and the
massive fagade of the new building actually ran over it, so
< that no vestige of it could be seen; but none the less the
s rnhﬂw ‘position of the place of burat sacrifice was retained,

- gnd in the enttance-chamber we find ‘a great oven or fire-
?nQeagxln.stthe inner face of the fagade wall, i.e., to the
* SE.ofthe ‘mastaba’, implying that in the temple ritual the

“burnt offering came first and from it one proceeded to
. whitever act it was thlt men celebratéd at the brick bench
E’k in the inner sanctuaty, &
& “ Such was the original désign of the building, but in =
ﬁ:ul.'m of time important gtructural changes gave it &

IW.) wall of the sanctuacy there was added a skin of
rickwork so-thick that ic blocked completely the
ray between that wall and the ‘mastaba’; so, at - =

_ & time, the Whole of the space between the ‘miastaba’ 4

ar mﬁmﬂﬂcﬂhmﬁhnchwtxk,mmiugm'

" Into a great platform ‘which took up a full half of the arex.

:th‘b mmu.{r[thn stranice-chs I:aulmiht-b:mk ‘ﬁkms‘
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were added to the tw? end walls, giving them a thickness = =
of over seventeen feet; the SW, skin was plain, but thatat =
the NE. had a deep central niche, while & broad brick beach ' 1
was built against the NW. wall, The obvious reason for " &
thickening the walls was that their height might be in- ' -
creased, and one can imagine the temple as taking the form <
of a lofty tower, but the remodelling of theinterior suggests
something moré than that, for in the sanctuary the sub- 40
stitution of a solid platform at one end of the room fora
free-standing central pedestal should imply a change of =
ritual, and the niche in the end wall of the outer room,
with the beach alongside, makes it look as if this had heen.
turned into a cult chambet; at the same time the floor of-
both rooms was maised and in'the ‘open forecourt @ new

- brick pavement was laid at a higher level. Here we had a
curious side-light on femple practices. The original coure= '
yard had been on two levels; against the temple fagade it =~
was flush with the threshold of the éntrance-door, but at a
distance of ten feet from it it was stepped down cighteen
inches and the floor of this lower area was of clay onlyas =5
against the mud-brick pavement of the upper pact. We.
found this lower area filled (under the brick pavement of
the later phase) with a deposit of rubbish - ashes, anieal A
bones, and fragments of clay pots, the throw-out of saeri- =
fices; it is of course possible that when the alterations took '
place this rubbish was brought here and put down 45 &

. bedding for the new pavement, but it is more likely that it
. isa gradualaccretion and that it had been the regulas habi
" to throw away what was left after sacrifice into the temp)
court. To us such distegard ofmu:chmmb&ﬂh '
== but it is quite in keeping with the insouciance of the. Near
~ " Bast—and after all the litter was In this ease consgorated-
i matter, A point of interést was. that one-of the pottery .
fmg:m'.nts camie from a standard Jamp (as we now koow
jtto have been) of what has been eqllad the ‘champagne:’
gliss’ type which is very common in tombs of the Bacly.
ﬁgc at Cu.rchcm:sh there over sixty mmpiaa i
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 emmm This wall is a later addition

S-Ca.liT_ i ‘E’}.{;m;

Fig. 6. Plan of bowies of Lavel XIH

" “have been found in a smglq tomb?; its occurrence on; r:m
Atchana temple site establishes.q link between Alalakh and

“plass’ wes unkoown,' but when specimens. found in the, Level VIE
stemple at Atchana: proged to; be lamps; the, meaning became clear,
T rodkecuit tombe of early Chirdstian times at Carchesnlsh we had fond

- a5 many a5 g hundred lamps of Roman form, and it fs obvious that

*

1, ‘Thig'wns inexplicable ss long ns-the purpose of the "champagrie- -

% Yiahted latps wete depositéd In the grave by motitners 13 syrubaly o -
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Carchemish which is important becanse the cultures of the
two cities have generally very little in common.

The temple I have described l:urresponda to two distinct <,

building-periods in the residential area illustrated by our

Stratification Pit. There Level XTV seems to coincide with

the temple’s foundation, but it is followed by a Level XIII
in which new houses are constructed at a higher level and -

on 2 different plan and, in particular, at the NW. end of the e

excavated area, there came to light part of a building of 2
much moresolid and pretentious type (Fig. 6), asinglercom

of which was almost as large as a normal house. One very
valuable piece of dating evidence was forthcoming. I have

said that Level XIV must be correlated with the Jamdet

Nasr period in Mesopotamia; & room in the Level XIH -

house pmducad a cylinder seal engraved with the “banguet’ £

scene which in subject and in technique is quite typical of
the first half of the Barly Dynastic period which followed .

Jamdet Mase. For the house site then, Levels XIV and XTIT
aredistinet. I think that we can safely associate the rebuilding
in the town with the remodelling which, while it left the - =
old temple standing, did so materially change its character, - =

and can therefore attribute the new version to Level XIII; :;
it would be not at all surprising if the massive walls of the * &
temple outlived two generations of private houses; they =~

might well have lasted much longer had not p-ol.ltlcal
reasons ordained otherwise. _ :

* 21280




‘CHAPTER IV
The Foundations of the Kingdom
Levels XTI-VIIT

* i

Wit Level XII a new chapter in the history of Alalakh
begins. '
" When we dug down to this stratum in our Stratification
. Pit we were greatly puzzled at finding a circular mass of
~mud brickwork nbaut six feet six inches in diameter; the
m broken, but the sides were smoothly mud-plastered,
hen a second was found, close by, and a third and a fourth,
-all more ot less in one line; and finally we discovered that
. we had to deal with & row of huge columas built of mud.
~ brick and standing in front of a very heavy wall behind
which was a high brick-paved platform dominating the
smallerhouses which lay ata discreet distance from the colon-
nade in the southern half of our excavation (PL 4). The dis~ -
' eovery was a surprising one because no such brick columny
- were known to have mmdinnnyplnmorin any period
Syria; here was something without any local p:l:r.edmt :
- and, so far 4s we know, wllfmut any successors in Syrian ..
' architecture, The only parallels we could cite lay far afield, -
o 'fl:i&xupauﬁi:a, at Warka, the B:bhml Em‘.:h, there was 2
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these there is nothing,1 But in the Level XTI temple thers
were found two engraved cylinder seals of Early Dynastic
«  type, Mesopotamian or copied from Mesopotamian origi-

Fig. 7. Plan of 1he Palace of Lavel XII

i e A
nals, and these ate enough to prove firstly that our Level XIT
.- falls within the Barly Dynastic period; and secondly thatiq’. -

. 1, There s a sleader (attached) mud-brick colimn at Ur, but It.qu.'ﬁ-; i
s wholly different character and a thousand years later in date (itis the)

. work of Kudur-Mabug, King of Lacia) and therefore docs not codcernd
s Here . - =
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columns then were derived from Mesopotamian proto-

types. )
A building too important, one would think, to have been

~ _ the house of an ordinary private citizen, had, in Level XTII,
» . occupied the site of the colonnade, and from now onwards
" until Level VII this was to be the site of the royal palace;
v there can thetefore be no doubr then as to the nature of the
. building to which the Level XII colonnade belonged. For
- along time the wealth of the city had been Increasing as a
- gesult of its eastern trade, and when a nationalist rising in
. Mesopotamia put an end to the foreign Jamdet Nast régime
", and there emerged from the struggle those rich, ambiticus,
‘< and artistic city States which made the Early Dynastic
%" period the finest, perhaps, in the history of the Euphrates
“ - walley, that trade became more profitable than ever, and
~the ruler of Alalakh richer in proportion, Whether the
succession was peaceful or, as is intrinsically more likely, a
- palace revolution led to the change from Level XIII to
- Level XTI, the new king decided that he must be becomingly
" housed in a manner different from his predecessors and,
‘naturally enocugh, borrowed for his palace the architectural
~ ideas of his business clients in the more civilized East; the
"+ exotic colonnade whase discovery so astonished us is in-
" deed a monument to international commerce,
1. It was wellnigh inevitable that a new dynasty should-set
 up a new temple; either the ruler had his own particular
- patron god who must be given due eminence, or the god of
- an ally or overlord must be propitiated or, if notbiug else,

. his contimuing in power, The Level XII lod: of Alalakh
. made no exception to the rule. Thete s no reason to suppose
ﬂut the massive walls of the existing temple were in such

‘Buc'f.repm that they could not have rémained in use for

ion; the only thing to do was to destroy it and build
On the other hand there may have been cértain

. piety to the traditional gods was a form of insurance for |

m?mu, but the temple building as'such was now out of -

nh,gimu qualms about the gratuitous d:st:ux:ncn uf q, '

LA
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time-hallowed shrine - at least it is only in this way that I - 4
can interpret what we actually found. The Level XIV . -
temple, as re-used in Level XITI, had not been destroyed by =~ 12
fire; the whitewashed faces of the inner walls and of the . -
fagade showed no trace whatsoever of burning. But the ~. ¢
outer face of the SW. wall® had been buarne; the entire face
of the brickwork was smoke-blackened and sticking to ie
were numerous fragments of light brushwood, all completely -~ 7
carbonized. The curious point was that fuel of that sort, '3;’?!
fired in the open, would make = fine blaze but would not =
set up any great hear and certainly could do no harm to . o
such massive walls — a5 a matter of fact the red discolora- © 7
tion due to fire did not penctrate for more than half an inch
into the brickwork — and that after the fire the place had *
been carefully cleaned - there was no burnt wood at all -
lying on the ground. Long before we understood the.
nature of the building we had come to the conclusion that
this was a ritual fire intended to give the effect of destruc-
tion by fire, whereas really all that had happened was that
the building was temporarily blotted out by a curtain of
flame; and I believe that this is the true explanation. The .
brushwood was heaped against the sanctuary walls and set
alight and the old building was symbolically *destroyed’, - .©
after which work could go ahead without scruple, The o
ashes were swept away, the walls were cutdowntoa hc.lght- __
of some ten feet above the old Ador level, and then inside’.
the rooms and round the outer walls bricks were laid, the
usual mud bricks in mud mortar, until a solid phl:famwnsf x
formed, incorporating all that was left of the former mmp]ﬂ,:
and on the top of it the foundations of the new temple were

- laid. It was of the same size as the last and like |thn-:ia ’
sanctuary building of two rooms, but its whole effect was ., 1.-
mtl.:el‘jr different. The front of the platform was masked by

Sk

" 1. This was the caly wall, apact from the SE, fagade, of which the

wﬁu )

that; but it is likely enough that the same is true of the back and other
" side walls, .
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a steeply-sloping glacis revetted with white plaster, a north-

ern invention which recurs several times at Alalakh and was

to be carried south by migmnt tribes until it appears in
Egyptat the Hyksos stronghold of Tell el Yahudiyeh, capital

of the Semitic invaders who for a spell lorded it over the

. conquered valley of the Nile, One entered by steps near the
- south corner and passed along a passage into a little room

Sl Fig.s. Planef the Temple of Lewl XIT

. or forecourt where there was a fireplace for buent sacrifice
vand two doorways; one of these, on the right, led into
. apother small room or court on to which opened the front
| _robm of the sanctuary block; the other was the doorway of

e

a passage filled with a.ﬂlght ‘'of wooden stairs going up to
* theshrine proper. For the building was not on onelevel. As:

st built, all the Aoors were Alush, the back chamber having™
ok ﬁmﬁ!ll? smoothed elay floor wh:[t;h m,p:esu.mnhl;r “'““1\ yen
” v"fm: som:.- sarvice of dcdlcauun ‘but im;nudiat:ly a&em:&: et
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brickwork was laid over that fAoor to a height of fourteen '
and a half feet so that the chamber could be entered only by
the stairs — with the front room it had no connexion at all,
but probably a door led out from it onto the roof of the
front room so that pact of the shrine’s ritual could be con-
ducted in the open air and in the public view. From the"
outside thea the building had a stepped effect, the court-
yard! forming the lowest element, the outer chambes rising
up above it, and the sanctuary proper, like a church towesr, ~
dominating the whole, At Selemiyeh in central Syria there
has been found a clay model (Fig, o) of a temple which.
supports ‘and amplifies this reconsteuction based on the
existing remains of our Level XII building; itgmuﬂiw-

i H;mtuuy blur.'k«an.ly. ‘mtlmut tlm fa:muﬁt buﬂdlngS,"l:ht

Fig. 9. cﬁymnjermphjm.rmw

'lllu.emtea very well the qucy Im:k chnmbur whenneh )
- way leads onto the roof of the front room; the i
mnlmr has not troubled to rc.pmdun: th: al:njrl:aso, Eﬂl

ET 1 Ihl.wduu{bndlhsdlvhi&utfﬂutatﬂummmwh;ﬁ ]

g -ﬁhpmdhl:ﬂm:hcgmm&d.hﬂu’muﬂ:qmmm ¥
: independent of the temple block and since at one time the interor - }"

w.lhwm dismantled, leaving thnwhulemnnumﬂlyupw,'-i

: .mltil reasonable to assume that a distinetlon mumfu.'lljf

 between this subsidiary putmd-ﬂ:r.uthnnctuszh&. :
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duc.s show — what the tuins do not—a certain amount of

decération of the outer walls and also the windows in both

rooms, whereas at Atchana only the sill of one window in
- the front chamber- was preserved. The temple type is
. neither Mesopotamian® nor Egyptian; since it occurs at
~ | Selemiych as well as at Atchana it can faitly be called North
. Byrian, but bearing in mind the relation between North
Syriaand the Hittites, we may perhaps see in it the prototype
'?;:‘- ~of the ‘Hittite" H.Fﬁm.l' a high building with windows, which
Ai} later in history so took the fancy of the ﬂ.-.r.y:mn ku:gs that

s thl!jr were prone to set up imitations of it in their own

R

Yy I.cv:.l XTI lasted for a very long time. So far as the private
houses are concerned it includes three distinet building-
petiods, and we should have described them as of three
different levels had it not been for the fact that the palace
- withits colonnade is contemporary with them all; this gave
“ - aunity which we could scarcely discegard. But the palace
+ itself, judging by the tiny fraction of it which was all that
. we could clear, was twice remodelled in that period and the
* great columns had to be répaired at least twice. One of them
-must have cnlIapsed faicly carly, for its foundations were
‘nnstable, resting half on the Level XIIT wall and half on
mere accumulated rubbish, while a palace drain emptying
just at this point still further weakened the subsoil, so that
the shaft began to lean outwards ac an alarming angle and
- had to be propped with a rather clumsy skin of new brick-
1;% ‘work added to its circumference. This may have been at &
time when the monarchy was under a shadow, for the

ﬁ-: * houses of the second phase overstep the old limits of
: -9p::1wt;= propertyand ate built ightupagainst the colonnade,

- masking its main atchitectural feature, But in the last phﬁt' :

- our bullding, hut they are ‘taken to represent houses,
g wuﬁmmnumﬁ;hékﬁmﬂr o

E :-m:mumr:nﬁlmﬁﬂ] Level XTI at Afchens

~showing no'respect for the royal palace and completely

ok iy, g AideHla ok Abdtin, gt be onnscthd Witk > &
;I}e;mrhnﬁhm ﬂmuﬁdm'_
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the king comes into his own again; the encroaching houses
" are swept away, leaving in front of the palace a wide open
space as at first, interrupted only by a new one-room build-
ing which may have been a guard-room, and the colonnade
- was gebuilt; the row of columns was prolonged (originally .=
. there were only four and now we find a ffth, with its =
foundations at a higher level) and the old shafts were cut :
down almost to the (new) ground level and fresh shafts-
built on the stumps;! the ups and downs of fortune are .«
aptly illustrated by the vicissitudes through which the .5
palace passed. In the same way the Level X1T temple was, -
. twice remodelled. There is no need to assume that W o
there synchronized exactly with' the phases of building in :é
the residential quarter; what is importaat is that they mn-. i ""i
firtm our view that the level 4s a whole represents & g
considerable lapse of time, Levels XITT and XII together
must correspond to virtually the whole period of the Early
Dynasties in Mesopotamia, i.e., from very cacly in the thitd
millennium down to the middle of the twenty-fourth
century B.C.; it is absolutely consistent with such dating
that we find in the palace of Level X1 a seal-impression on
clay which on grounds of style could belong either to the &
- close of the Barly Dynastic period or to the time of Sargon .~ "
of Akkad whose reign, according to the shorter chronology
now generally accepted, began about 2320 B.c. Granted in
the first place that a seal might be in use fora long timeand,
in the second, that a sealed document might be long pre- . =
seryed, we shuuld bardly err if we conclude that ti:u: yﬂr
2300 B.C. came within the Level XTI pericd,
_ In Level XI both temple and palace were rebuilt, Of the.
former we can say no more t]:um that, for all that bgu::

T P

;. 1+ The builders were ::vidmtljr warrled sbout H:uu leaning column -

- and distrusted it as a base; so instead of merely t:lnunmgth:topﬂu _:--;__i.-
they cut into it a deep cop-like hollow and laid the foundsdons of their = ;ﬁ

~  niew shaft in that; it was & curlqua expedient and seems to show thatthe <t

* Jocal builders were dealing with a form of architecture which they did. L.}

o

& 'not really undersmnd, B
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witness to itis a mass of mud brickwork filling the rooms of -
_ Level 11 to make a platform for the new temple; but of its
©hlh -, superstructure not a vestige survives. The palace, of which
_we laid bare only about six rooms, had been much enlarged
and extended over the arca where had been private houses;

Tt ichon do v Ratbbish pics of Levels X andXr ©
i Salod 5 Photres Om Aﬁhnrwuammb}

Fig. 16, Planaf Palace of Levil XT

t ammtd to have taken the form of a triple range of

2] m‘hambeﬂ surronnding @ central court; some of the rooms =

-., }ﬁd Ptmantn ‘of bueat tiles, the ‘wﬁﬂ; were axtremaly-

; “and - voussoir bricks neatt:red ovet the ‘buildiag -
‘seemed to show that the rooms were: ;qafcd with barrel

o aults, 8 &an;ixuﬁﬂm:lil method. which had been: g:;.dul,a‘

' ﬂ:sapgmnﬂa ;inm En:ly Djrmsuc daya hut has ﬂtm
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hefore been recorded in Syria, Here we have evidence of a '~
change of dynasty and the introduction of foreign practices 5
which can, I think, be explained by the prosperity of the
previous age. The king of Alalakh owed his riches, in good
pact at least, to the hard-wood trade and it ma well be that,
encouraged by its expansion towards the end of the Ea:ljr
Dynastic period, he had opened his mouth too widely and’ -
was charging exagperated prices or imposing exorbitant -
dues on goods in transport. That policy might succeed with:
the ordinary rulers of the city states along the. faroff'

.Euphrates, but at this time & new power had arisen dn
northern Mesopotamia, and Sargon. of Akkad was notia
~man to submit tamely to extortion and, as we-know from-
- his.own tecords, he was keenly alive to the importance 4;;1'
.+ foreign trade; impatient of middlemen’s charges he matched.
‘westwards with his army and foreibly annexed the Amgand
Amanus, getting the sources of supply into his own hands, . -
Itis to Sargon’s conquest that [ would attribute the destrues
tion of the Level X1 buildings, and it is even possible that
the new palace, with its rooms vanlted in Mesopotamian <4
style, was set up to house thc governor or vassal king in- &
stalled by him. o
It was not easy for Akkad to maintain its suzeminty mw:'_-._f._ s
a place so distant as Alalakh and once at least there was. a
rebellion which bad to be crushed by Sargon’s grandson,
Naram-S$in, who boasts of his triumphal marchto ‘Amanus,
the mountain of cedar, and to the Upper Sea’; all this may
- have taken place in the period of Level XI. wuhmtlﬂving}
" any distinguishable mack upon the city’s buildings. Bug.
I twenty-four years after Naram-Sin’s death the dynasty.of
.. Akkad came to an end, overthrown by the barbarous Guti,
“and then, if not ‘before, Alalakh could reassert its indepen- -
“dence, Morcover it could resume its profitable business: | = <
: very looseness of the Guti rule and theit failuze to %%
*:i"“ rganize & centralized government (‘Who was king? who
{ " was not king?) allowed & good measure of liberty to the .
e ‘locnl qurs, so that Gudea nf Iagnah ean bogst of the hugg
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baulks of cedar-wood that he imported from the Amanus
for his temple to Ningirsu, In Level X we find the ruins of
an entirely new palace, again constructed with wvaulted
chambers in the Mesopotamian tradition, and again the
temple was rebuilt, though nothing more than its platform
remaing to us. The same is true of Level IX, which should
synchronize with the Third Dynasty of U, and there, in
the palace ruins, we found a seal bearing an inscription in
cuneiform of what is called the Kiiltepe type, i.e., similar to
the many texts discovered at Killtepe in Cappadocia where
there was a colony of Mesopotamian merchants trading
with the local ruler, It is likely enough that a certain number
of Mesopotamian business firms had their resident agents
at Alalakh; it would be rash to argue on the strength of a
single seal that they formed a regular colony as at Kiiltepe,
H but since our work was confined to the palace area no trace
i of such a foreign settlement could be expected and the find-
.~ ing of even one isolated seal is at least symptomatic; but
there is no mention of Alalakh in the Kiiltepe texts.
.+ Inthe Level VIII period a new and very large temple was
* built of which only the fire-reddened ‘and crumbling walls

the former building, Nothing was found in the stratum that
could throw light upon:the political history of the time, but
we can none the less recover its main ontlines with tolerable
certainty, In various Syrian towns, and as far north as
Ugarit which is only some forty miles from Atchana, there
. “have been found monuments of the Egyptian Pharaohs of

. the XTIth Dynasty. Those energetic kings embarked upon

Sisia policy of foreign conquest which carried their arms far**

. afield; the fisst blows were struck by Sesostris I'and his
- grandson Sesostris IT was, by about 1900 5.C., in possession
'_-af virtnally th:wimlc of Syria;! his empire bordered on, if

~ scale stone monuments (and only those are unquestionahble evidence)
* “are of Scacstris IT; wﬂm&mefﬂmthnﬂpmnfﬂmdtyhmm
= lﬂﬁlﬁﬁﬂbuw&. ) ;

are left; on the palace site there was only @ remodelling of :

"IrAtUg-ﬂtthmmmrnb:oESﬁmn] but the easliest large-
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it did not actually include, the city State of Alalakh. No
contemporary monuments of the Pharachs have been found
at Atchana, but the negative argument is not final and wider
excavation might well reveal such; but in the following
period we have evidence of “Egyptianizing’ traditions -
which are most illuminating ~ a royal portrait is modelled
on an Egyptian prototype (Pl 6 b), a member of the royal
family is represented on his seal carrying Egyptian emblems 0
and worshipping an Egyptian god. These survivals (for 5
such they were) can only mean that a little while before,
and for some considerable petiod, Alalakh had been directly
or indirectly under Egyptian influerice; either its ruler had
been a vassal of the Phataoh or, if he maintained a pres
carious independence; it wasat the cost of aping the fashions
and flattering the gods of his powerful neighbour In
either case, Level VII marks the preponderance of Bgypt,
and that endured until, about 1790 8.C., 8 weaker Pharach =
saw the Empire slip from his grasp and the Syrian kinglets
were left free to play their own game. -
Up to this point our history of Atchana has been of 2 *
very sketchy sort. The excavation of these early lewels in- of
volved digging down to a depth of more than fifty feet, the .
cost of the work increasing at every foot, so that the area
covered was necessarily small. The great ‘Stratification Pit!
was, a5 its name implics, undertaken merely to give usan =
idea of the number and chatacter of the underlying levels;
the other and deeper shaft was due, in the first place, to.a
misunderstanding, for we had cleared the Level VII temple
and, suspecting that it might be a mortary chapel, T gayé ..
the u:deztogndnwn on the chance of finding a royal tomb
and since we encountered nothing but solid and appatently
' ‘homogeneous brickwork weat ever deeper; it was only .
. after a long time that I realized that we were in fact passing
. through the superimposed remains of many templus bes e
' longing to as many periods where there was nothing in the
! nature of the expected tomb but, instead, a vast amount of
unexpected historical information, But the two shafts, which =&
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by good fortune supplemented each other admirably, giving
us the parallel sequences of temples and residential sites,
were yet nothing more than somdager, trial pits serving a
limited purpose; they supplied precisely that which one
hopes to get from a trial pit, successive building-strata each =
with its content of pottery and small objects, matecial which
enables one to mark cultural changes in a historical order
whose phases can be defined b]r the buildings. We were 1
- -more than usually successful ig that we were able in'so i
"+ many cases to correlate the successive periods with historical = *
‘facts already known, thanks to the presence of imposted i
objects or borrowed fashions which linked Alalakh to the
.. outer wotld, and so could establish, what a sondage seldom o
. justifies, an approximate chronology instead of a mere
sequence divorced from time.

The contacts we have observed were, until about 1900
B.C., exclusively with the east;!‘this is but natural, ,,_ﬂ
- the geographical position of Atchana and in view. of the -
|~ fact that from the beginning of the Bronze Age. the popula-

' tion ‘was a mixtute of ‘northérn and eagtern strains, the
- Iagter preponderatifig, and that little was to be learnt from
. the till barbarous north whereas the east was the birthplace
of one of the oldest civilizations and therefore bound to
| exect an {influence across its frontiers. What is remarkable
[ is the. continuity of pottery types and especially of the
gmntt‘-ﬂ wares, These, as we have seen, u:igmntc as a local
oduct and afe already fully developed in Level XVI, and
iring’ the next thousand years they persevere without &
: ce of foreign influence, Although, in Level XIV, there -
| oceuts a particular form of ritual vessel of Jamdet Nasr -

i m,ﬂ ‘have found not a single example'of the chatac-'

| ter tlpnm'_rrnf Jamdet Nasr nor any modification”

patterns that could possibly be referred to it. In At

4, theoughout the Barly Dynasticand Sargonid -
 the &Dyﬂﬂt_r ﬂfﬂx,thtpomry is
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very unimaginative and painted decoration is vi.mnll‘; _
lacking; the Alalakh potter therefore could draw no in-
spiration from the east and, faced by no competition, could
safely go on producing replicas of the really superior wares b ;
made by his forebears.! £ 42

1. Taking the forms of vessels only, lrrespective of decomtion,
twelve types are cummon to Levels XVI and VIII, swenty-four occar
before Level X11 and not after it, nine ocour berwedn Levels X1 and
VIII but not befure XL, But it must be remembered that the evidence

ivﬂypu:&l,uﬁhudwedugm‘u:hmumrh:pmpmmd’ i
types common to all levels might have bekn considerably greater, -0 o
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The King of Yamkhad
- L VI

*: IWﬁn'Lwcl VII our history assumes a wholly d.l&'erm

1 wotk over a large area and recover entire buildings, and in
“the second place we now for the first time found tablets
* written in cuneiform; our history therefore is based on
much fuller n:chaeoluglu.l evidence and we have the
_ inestimable advantage of supplementing that evidence with
 the literary record,
. The buildings of the period which we cm:avat:& are the
- royal palace, the city temple, and the city gate, so that we
- have a good idea of its civil, religious, and military architec-

. found; those, though of course only the chance survivors

" form, and that for two reasons;dn the first place, we were
I - digging at no very great depth and so could extend our

_ture; in the palace and the temple numerous tablets were

a vastly greater number, are fairly representative of the.
al archives. All the tablets fall within the reigns of
hree kings, Hammurabi, Yarim-Lim, and Nigme-epukh, -

total of which need not be much mote than fifty years; . |
ority of them belong to the time of Yarim-Lim,a -

rary of Hammurabi the great king of Babylon .
e 'fml:n :7921\9:75{: B.C.yd Yﬂmﬁmﬂmh: i
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thirtieth year and we may provisionally date his reign as
between eirca 1780 and 1765 B.C,
Undoubtedly it was the collapse of the empire of the

XIIth Dynasty of Egypt that made possible the aggrandize-

ment of its old vassals, and when the field was thus left free
figr them there must have been a great reshuffling of thrones

. and frontiers. By some ‘exchange’ the city of Alalakh passed

into the hands of one Abban, a shadowy character who . .

., appears to have been the E'ound:r of a new dynasty; he was . =
the father of Hammurabi king of Yamkhad and the grand- *#
father of Yarim-Lim. Yamkhad was a considerable king= "' ==

dom, lying to the east of the Amg, the capital of which was

Aleppo (the king was called ‘King of Yamkhad” o King-

of Aleppo’ indifferently) and the extension of its territories -
to the shores of the Mediterranean vastly increased its
importance. By a deed of gift Abban settled this new domain

not on his son but on Yarim-Lim, It was a regular custom:

for Middle Eastern rulers to entrust the government of
vassal cities to their brothers or sons, thus minimizing the

chances of conspiracy against themselves, and such was
presumably Abban's intention - Hammurabi as King of

Aleppo would have his court In the traditional capital whils' 25

Yarim-Lim as his regent would govern the. Amq from
Alalakh. On his father’s death Yarim-Lim sueceeded to the
whole kingdom. An interesting testimony to his importance
is given by a tablet from Ma'er (Mari) coataining an intelli
gence report sent to’ Zimri-Lim, the king of that city; the
agent states that “there are ten or fifteen kings who follow’
Hammurabi of Bu'b'y]nn and ten of fifteen who Fﬁl[w‘ﬂalﬁ'ﬁ,
Sin of Larsa’ (these being the two great rulers of Mesopo-

tamia at that time) ‘but twenty kings follow Yarim-Lim of '.

i Ynmkhnd' The suzerain -::af m"mtf wml Hngs mul&pﬂjﬁ-’-

s Lu:n seems to have been an adroit) nntto BAY um:mpnlumfé_." %
player, mding now with Blb‘ﬂﬂ;l mﬂ ‘now with I.ma Ay




- 68 A FORGOTTEN KINGDOM

Of the tablets that we found relatively few give the name
of Hammurabi, the vast majority are of Yarim-Lim, but
many of those record the activities of one Ammitaku who
as civil governor was responsible For the city’s finances. The
Hammurabi documents must go back to the time when
Yarim-Lim was regent for his father, the others must re-
present thearchives of his own reign, and although authority
was undoubtedly delegated at times to Ammitaku the fact
that the archives were kept at Alalakh would seem to imply
the king’s presence there. The character of the Level VII
buildings excavated by us points to the same conclusion,
All are nearly if'not quite contemporary and can safely be

“attributed to Yarim-Lim; he may of course have started to
build a palace for himself while he was yet only his fathet's
“viceroy, but the later additions to the palace (it was con-
; structed in successive phases), the temple and, above all,
‘the massive fortifications should be the work of a reigning
and a resident monarch, Faced with the dangerous am-
. bitions and the uncertain alliances of the Mesopotamian
. Powers Yarim-Lim may well bave thought that Aleppo,
' lying towards his eastern frontiet, was unduly exposed to
. surprise attack and therefore, while remining it as his
it principal city, have transfecred the seat of government to
. * " the capital of his old province, making his home there and
. bringing its defences up to date,
B0 At the extreme NW, end of the mound of Atchana
. we sank a trial trench (this was in the last days of the
. ~excavations when there was no time left for digging on a
* " ‘large scale) which proved that this part of the ancient town
was throughout all the later levels occupied by 2 great
~fortress, the citadel in which the military gacrison was

; _"T;ht ‘this was true of Level VII also, and since with each
T i the general character of the dcfcnm remained
nstant we can safely say (though only a tiny section of

“h Hﬁm;k was laid bare) that Yarim-Lim’s fort was a mud-

- B b
o

“ housed. We went down just deeply enough to get evidence :

| atmm:u:e smndmg ond placform msad well abnvc the
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level of the rest of the town so as to command the approaches
from the north and west and, on those sides, formed the
main inner line of defence; from the foot of the fortress =
wall there stretched a gently-sloping berm about fifty feet
wide on whose edge was an outer wall, probably of no
great height, and then a sweep glacis, built of brick and
faced with a clay revetment, sloped at an angle of rather
more than forty-five degrees, twenty-six feet high. The
sloped glacis which we first met in the Level XTV temple; .
where it was on quite a small scale, has here been claborated -~
into a military work of a most effective character; it wasas -
unclimbable as a vertical wall and had the advantage that
an enemy coming up against its foot was still in the direct
line of fire instead of getting a certain amount of protection !
such as a wall affords, whose defenders can shoot only by
leaning over the wall’s top and exposing themselves to the
archery of the attacking force. An enemy who suceeededin
carrying the outer wall would still find himself on a sloped -
berm which gave an ideal ficld of fire to the garrison of the
fortress. It was a method of fortification which seems to
have originated in North Syria, for a measured dcst::iptiun ;
of the defences of a North Syrian town which is given ina o0
text of Naram-Sin of Babylon® agrees rr.markably well with &
the actual ruins discovered at Atchans, so'that the type
goes back long before the time of Yarim-Lim; but it is
difficult to imagine one better suited to the conditions ucﬁl @ DL
warfare then in vogue. |
The NW. gate of the city — probably the main gnte W
secing that it gave on the great road berween Aleppo, and’
the Antioch pass - immediately adjoined and was coms ' 20
- manded by the fortress. From the plain a fairly steep = o
approach led up to a massive gate-tower set between the | 0
outer wall of the fort and the city wall, on the same lineas . *
the latter, so that its upper chambers might serve asia “'%
passage-way between the two sections of the defences; the !
road passing through the tower was blocked by tripls
1. C. J Gadd in Ur Texets, Vol I,wamp#m P 81,
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- gates (PL 5 (a) ). Here again there is nothing original; the
. gateway is of the type approved by military experience,

' almost a replica of the main city gate of Carchemish, with
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X The gateway ruins which we unearthed were, naturally,
those of the lower part of the building only, but they were
sufficiently well preserved to make its general character .
quite certain (Fig. 11). The tower as a whole was built of .,
mud brick set in a frame of heavy beams — the half-timber
construction which is typical of Hittite work; but the
fagade both on the inside and on the outside and the door-
way reveals, as well as the massive piers of the three gates, . '
had a lower course of finely-dressed white limestone blocks .~ =
standing as much as four feet high. The stones of the plet ' <1
ends were not upright but sloped slightly inwards, suggest- <
ing a form of gateway like that of the Hittite capital,
Bogazkdy in Cappadocia; in that case the pointed arch
above the sloped jambs was corbelled, which is the nataral
s+ method whete the bullding-material is stone, but herea - .
. similar effect could have been easily obtained with half-
timber construction, though it can safely be assurned that -~ =
there would have been a flatlinte]l below the false arch. One =
side of the rower was solid, being in fact the cornerof the ' 7
huge rampart of the citadel, but the other, the NE, half, - = ¥
had in its inner wall a wide doorway with stone jambs and  * =
. st: leading into a guard-chamber; at the back of the room '~
ght of staics, the lower treads solidly builtin brick and
thn upper of timber, led to the room above the gate and 50"
to the top of the city wall; below the stairs there was alittle
. chamber with a door sct_bcrweun the outer and the middle
- piers of the gateway, obviously 4 sentry-box for the guard
actually on duty. This sentry-box is a curious weaknes "iq
. an otherwise admitable design, for an enemy had. ’oniﬁﬁ :
. force the first of the three great doors of the gﬂt&‘b@ﬂ’ﬂf ¢
" beable to enter the a:ntryhm: and by setting fire to
* . wooden roof destroy the stairs'and probably the entire’
1 building, Enrm:r.h.l.ng of the sort seems to_have hnppe.mdx
* . for the tower had in fact been destroyed by fire ~ the guard- -
chamber had beea gutted and the mud-brick walls of the
\staitcase were burned to a deep ted colour and the
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burnt wood which must have been the floor of the room
above; the gate-tower had not proved impregnable.

We were not able to excavate any of the city wall, but
there can be little doubt as to its character, The royal palace
stood at an angle of the town and two of its outer walls
were in fact the town walls; they were of mud brick and
were eight feet thick, rising from the edge of a steep-sided

o earth rampart about thirty feet high - the height is given
: by the height of the palace floors above the plain outside;
that the rampart was of earth, not of brick as in the case of
the citadel, is argued from the fact that all later ramparts
were of earth, sometimes revetted with clay, and that there
was no berm but the wall rose directly from the edge of the
slope seems to be proved by the fact that all the outer face
of the NE. wall of the palace has disappeared, fallen away
down the slope. Whatever had been the case before, in the
I eighteenth century p.c. Alalakh could rank as a frst-class
.. fortress, and in it, on what had long been the traditional
' site of the royal palace, Yarim-Lim built 2 new palace for
himself. It was a time (not the only one in Middle East
history) when local princes vied with each other in
the splendour of their houses; thus the ruler of Ugarit
writes to Yarim-Lim asking him to arrange for him to see
‘the ‘palace of the King of Ma’er because he had heard so
“~much of its magnificence, and the King of Yamkhad, like
"~ Nero, was determined to be housed as a gentleman should
. be, To-day the SE. end of the building, the domestic part,

. area covered by the palace measures 320 by o, feet so that
for its size alone it was imposing (Fig. 12). The only en-
‘#rance, a doorway in the middle of the long SW. side; lad
;‘: ‘into a large open court extending right across the building
1 np o the town wall; slabs of polished basalt formed a'dado
: ? “round the walls; in the centre was a raised square hearth;

A *“ﬁtﬂmﬁpummu 'I'hepalao: was built in two parts sapmbnd

- i too ruined for its plan to be recovered, but even so the

8 the wall on your right there-were two doors and on yous -
loﬁ., in the far correr, @ single door giving access to the
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£ by the courtyard and the character of the rooms makes it
quite clear that these were respectively the official and the
private quarters. The middle of the official block was taken
up by a Chamber of Audience, a long room divided into

ey Standing misd-brick, walls

R _Rum wralls o 10 e

- gimene 'Cement Plocring bn Temple Scler v yMerres
i Later rubbish-pics

Fig. 12. The Pajact of Level VI
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" 4wo by piers projecting from the side walls and a row of
- . four wooden columns resting on a concrete threshold ~ the
-+ black circles left on the concrete by the burning of the
 shafts were clear to see. The outer, or public, part ‘of the
iudimmhamh:r was fanked by waiting-rooms, one of
" which, having a door opening from the great courtyacd,
- served also as entrance-chamber, The inner part of the
. sudience-chamber, reserved presumably for the king and
hisofficers, had behlad italarge withdrawing-room (perhaps
7t the same time a secretariat) and opening off that a small
room which may have been an archive (though we fond
no tablets in it) and then a still smaller room which, though
we could not excavate it entirely - it lay directly beneath the
“" ' corner of the later palace of Nigmepa — can on the analogy
. of other buildings safely be identified as a lavatory. In the
- north corner of the block there was a great staircase leading
‘to the upper rooms; the buﬂdjn,g Was -:m:mlnly of two lnd
. _pu%ps of three storeys, = |
e 'v._-:-, visitor entering’ fht greéat o r,cI w::ul& gee on
ety vﬁilghbhmd gtwo ﬂ@ﬂgﬂﬂ&ﬁt‘% end of the SE.
* seall, The first of them wﬂ‘hﬁdﬁnﬂitﬁﬂwmmiudng
\£00ms lyingz at the same level as the court; they were
- not living-rooms, and were I:ghtad, if at all, by
T sma winéaws set ) v:? high up, for the walls were found
mding to'a height of cight and a half feet and showed no
sign of any wmdcw opening — that store-toom windows
ﬂ‘phauld Be.inaccessible was an obvious safeguard. Their
. floors, of smoothly plastered concrote, were deap inashes ',
” 1&“&-]1@‘1 With ﬂl;? Hﬂ#ﬂ, wmﬂ lrﬁhlm nf thﬂl s
. palace, and with elephants tusks, This throws an Ry
1 sidelight on thu»{;baqgmim of the period. Ivory was oneof .
g _mnatmi?wmnt uxury acticles’ of ancient gopimerce, |

|-I'I"‘-'IT b L =

Middle Eastetn lands thete were oaly two. :'.,f
Epljh Emrﬂfmmtmlﬂﬂ gati';{d:m:j' &gm
érin mﬂYﬂMﬂ?ﬂdﬂ&WD the
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- there was the Syrlan elephant, now extinct butin the second
* o millennium p.c. not uncommon; but that source was not
- generlly available, The Syrians never attempted to domes- s
- ticate the elephant, and in the whole country there were -+
very few places where the wild animal could possibly .
subsist; the only azea of any size whece there was waterand 1,

a ju.ugio-lik: growth of scrub to give food and shelter was 5

‘on the tight bank of the Buphrates by the great bend of the .
tiver south-eastwurds from Aleppo; we know for a fact = ..

that there were elephants theee, and it is probable that they - “
ware cortalled there In a sort of ‘game preserve’ In the '

- interests of the ivory trade: Now this was in the land of -

Niys, aad Niya was patt of the domala of the Kin -nf._"l'
ek 'Emkh@dﬁulmzimﬁmwuyed ammpqu og the
' natthem i : 1£.00! %,

' in cedarwoor &)

cence of his palace and appreciate his reason for |

in it magazines for the storage of the precious tusks.

The residential block of the palace was built oo a tés

about four feet higher than the central court. The doorway

to it - the second doorway on the right as you entetad

court — opened therefore on a staircase with stairs bu

round a brick newel; immediately inside the door there wi§’

a little lobby with, on the right, a cupboard under the staics

and o the left the first Right of steps at the top of which.

i' " another doot led to'a long passage skirting the outet wall
1< of the palace; the ground-floor rooms reached by this

g.mga were for the most patt of a domestic ndtuze;

tchen, servants’ quacters, and workshops, while thestaies.

. continuing round she newel-post took one up to the liviags |

i~ rooms of the royal famlly. The block was probably thres’ .-

stoteys high, aod of the upper rooms nothing, of course,

.L* xemains i sifw, but from th:dth:l:ll-flutﬂ through into the ;

E‘; mqgaﬂnu we can gecover some ldea of the p:mdpal:m ;

" of the piano nobile. This was'a saloon just over forty-fve fost

it;-ng{!t ovetlayall th.reemaga;lues}dlvldﬁd likethe audien :
,Eéf'#hambe; of ﬂ:e nﬁ‘ldal ‘nlm:ak. iato. two un-:.quql pnm byies

gl T
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shallow piers or buttresses with wooden columns between
_ them; at its south-west end was a large window of three
| lights separated by stone columns and framed in square-cut
i stone. The saloon, like most or all of the better cooms of
the palace, had been adorned with frescoes. These have
genenlly disappeared, leaving only the finger-impressions
in the wall plaster which were for keying-in the coloured
inforiaco or surface plaster; in the audience-chamber of
the official block we recovered traces sufficient to show that
it had been painted with an architectural design exactly like
some in the royal palace of Minos in Crete; but in the case |
of the saloon big fragments of the wall had slipped down,
after the destruction of the finor, into the magazines below,
and to some of them the painted plaster still adhered - mere
fragments, but precious for the information which they
yielded. The decoration was in true fresco, the wall being -
plastered in sections and the paint applied while the plaster
was still wet - a technique which we find in Crete but never
. on Egyptian walls where the decoration was always done
. in fempera on dry plaster; in the main part of the room the
' design was on a white ground with broad bands of blue and
. yellow and bulls’ heads (or perhaps complete figures of
. bulls) inblack; in the SW. part, between the dividing
" columns and the window, there was a ground of Pompelan
red with naturalistic designs of which the only recognizable
fragment showed long grasses waving in the wind, quite
realistically rendered in yellowish white (PL 6 a). e
1t is here, in our Level VII, that for the first time wecan = ¢
.~ tmce connexions with Crete, but now they are unmistak- rﬁ
able, The methods of construction employed in Yarim- 7
- ¢ Lim’s palace are the same as those of Knossos — the polished :-_:’_’E
Ly t A
:

AR i s L e
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 fisturally takes the place of mud brick), the free use of | -

'

T, ; - LA bl
ﬁiﬁsﬁhhbmt, the wooden columns on plain cizcular stone bases, -
.~ ‘even dewils of planning such as the lay-out of the audierce-"
T thamber; and the frescoes areidentical in colouring, techs -
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nique, and style. In Crete all this appears suddenly In the
palace of Minos and contemporary buildings, there being

no sign of lacal development, and after the Minocan age it

all disappears; but Yarim-Lim's palace is in the old tradition,
_and its features are reproduced in later buildings right down
to the seventh century B.C.; moreover Yarim-Lim’s palace

antedates by more than a century the Cretan examples in
the same scyle. There can be no doubt but that Crete owes, -

the best of its architecture, and its frescoes, to the Asiatie

mainland. And we can say more than this. The exchange of

goods by international trade is one thing, and a most im-
portant thing, bue it has its limits; one cannot export a

. palace on board ship, nor is the ‘art and mystery” of fresco- -

working a form of merchandise. These professional tech-
niques require direct contacts, and we are bound to believe
that trained experts, members of the Architects’and Painters’
Guilds, were invited to travel overseas from Asia (possibly
from Alalakh itself, seeing that it had its Mediterranean
harbour) to build and decorate the palaces of the Cretan
rulers. In precisely the same way, at a later date, Cretan

artists were summoned to Egypt to paint in durable fresco .

the palace floors of the XVIIIth Dynascy Pharaohs - which
is why we find Mycenaean pottery in the poorer houses of
Tell el Amarna, One of the main objects that we had in

view when we started the excavations at Atchana was to' . -
throw light on the origin and development of Cretan art, =
and it was extremely satisfactory to secure such dnﬁuitn-'.- :

evidence of its indebtedness to Asia.

I have said that the ground-floor rooms of the re.gldcmi‘al 7
block were for the most part service-chambers; thus, those

. numbered 1§ and 18 on the plan had their built-in stone

‘washing-basins and drains running underneath the floors =

s
g WAL
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to carry the dicty water away thrqugh the town wally o

further to the SE. where the buildings were only one storey

' - high (as was shown by the thinness of the walls) there weee ;

work-rooms for the palace dependents, No. 30 being 2. '
stone-mason’s shop and 29 a pottery-store; but notall were Lol
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0 soeasy to understand. One room (17 on the plan) confronted

' us with an unexplained mystery. While the palace was being
© " built a square shaft was sunk in the ground here and in ita

" chamber was built with a solid concrete floor seven and &
" half feet below that of the adjoining palace rooms and with
' wwalls of three courses of heavy basalt blocks set ln cemeant;
- in the SE. wall there was a doorway with basalt jambs and

' lintel and the door itself was a single slab of basalt turning
on boss hioges and secured by & peg bolt nserted in a hole
~in thestone threshold; this door was approached from the
W ground surface by a nacrow staircase with steps of timber,
.02 cobbles, and clay neatly covered with white plaster, the side
*walls being of rough limestone plastered with cement (PL
. 5'b). We found the stone door ajar but blocked by large
. . boulders piled against it inside the stone-walled room; in
i -one cotner of that room there was a pile of wood ash in
4. which were three alabaster and thres terri-cotta wvases;

. agaiost the SW. wall there was @ wooden hox contalning
- fout human skeletons so arranged thata skull came In each
‘eotner of the box, As we found it, the sunken room was
filled with cléan earth; thuui‘:muwm roofed with timbee
‘and ovet it a conerete floorwas laid flush with the floors of
.&a adjoining rooms, the doorway at the top of the staircase
- “swas bricked up and a new door cut through the NE, wall
. 'of the room under which the stairs now lay and a doorway .-

f.‘ ibnﬂ-ground was built gbove the butied doorway of

- basalt; presumably a new floor was laid over the earth filling -
T - ‘of the shaft, but if so it had all been broken up later, Thus -

" two very ordinacy-looking small rooms took the place of

** theunderground chamber and its approach.

e

mﬂ&hﬂhﬂ’fhmﬁmfmm thh_j: |
muﬂ:m'gpduﬂﬂwm' mﬁasﬁﬁf.
-?‘wtme,nuammwfmﬁm scapes us. When we |
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. found the buried stalrcase and the basalt door we felt sure g
that they were leading usto a zoyal tomb — but there was no <7
tomb; the ignominiously boxed skeletons and the three =

- gtone vases had nothing of royalty about them, nor, since

‘the blocking of the door had been done from the inside,

had there been any roof such as a tomb-chamber would

: necessarily. possess. I can only suppose that this was a

foundation-sacrifice, some sort of ritual that consecrated

" the new building ("he set up its gates in his first-born”) but -

if that be so then the qnufthcﬁmnhadmmemmt

‘unexpected tenets, F

Fm: any dissppolatment that we m.nr hawe felt at the pon= |~

. appeatance ofua?i tomb Yarim-Lim's temple made fall - -
. smends, He bullt it on the teaditional. site, immedistely

s ‘&wﬁ&umimnfﬁaumyhnfmﬂ VIII-the lowes part

of whose walls wegé turned to secount, for it

contain the masses of concrete which made the tl

of the new structure, The ground-plan was simplo, eno

~ a big forecourt sutrounded by service chambers and,

the back of it, a single-room sanctuary, almost squate, with

raised benches along its sides and a stepped alear buikt of

basalt blocks set against the bench facing the entrance. But

the massive character of the mud-brick walls - they W

thirteen feet thick — meant that the building was very lc

. and a stalrcase conteived in the thickness of the front W

- and, in the thickness of the back wall, a vertical drain-stadk ' ¢

« . bullt of burnt brick and clearly intended to serve son

- ritual of libations cacried ont in an upper chambet, showed

. that the temple 'was at luattwastmyu high, ﬂmilt M‘ =

" well have besn moréjrin any case it would seem to hive

. been in the form of u great tower dominating the citys I

 * the palace, the temple had been buratand; before burail

!wery  systematically ' plun&md. benches. had

wwadm chests mm.lcdun Lo _' :
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into more than a hundred widely-scattered pieces, wasa
drum-shaped terra-cotta brazier or vase-stand decorated '
with applied terra-cotta figures, goddesses, and a human (?) '
warrior represented as falling, perhaps an illustration of
some legend. There were wigs and pacts of beards delicately
carved in soap-stone which had belonged to composite
statues whose faces had probably been of ivory and their
j:-nd.te.u pethaps of gilded wood; and there were two human
** heads carved in diorite, which must have come from statues
muged along the temple benches, of quite extraordinary
" “interest. One of them, badly damaged, was in the Egyptian
style (PL, 6b) - not an Egyptian work but made by a local
_artist who attempted, not too skilfully, to achieve an Egypt-
" "ian effect; the sculpture must belong to the time, just before
+ Yarim-Lim rose to independence, when the influence of the
 X1Ith Dynasty Pharachs was still strong in Alalakh and a
./ member of the royal house would feel obliged to have his
* portmit done according to the artistic standards of his
- :sugerain, But the second head - one likes to think thar it is
* the likeness of Yarim-Lim himself - has nothing Egyptian
-about it (PL 7); it is the pmdm:t of an entirely different
‘school (and therefore 'of entirely different political condi-
" tions) and Is a masterpiece of original art. On technical
grounds one would say that the sculpture is descended
.. from the Sumerian art of 2 much ecarlier day; the nearest
..~ approach to it in date and style is a magnificent bronze
' head, pechaps a porteait of Sargon king of Akkad, found
H et Nincvch. but that too is older t}_mn our head by some

L
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f:.x pechaps in northern Mesopotamia, a school of art of which
‘04 we have no knowledge, ultimately derived from that of
Sumer but developing on its own lines and attaining a
standard. of merit seldom equalled in the Middle Bast. As
ft;s,thm head is an isolated ph:nummon* but from what-
ever artistic centfe it may have sprung it remains an as-
“tonishing piece of portraiture and a remarkable work of act.
A city suth as ﬁiaink.h, the rmd:nm: of a ldng whose

o W
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. dominions were fairly widespread and his wealth lacgely

based nn international trade, was bound to be open to out=
side influences of many sorts, but the foreign style of an
object found there does not necessarily imply a foreign
origin. The stone vases found in the mysterious shaft in the
palace might pass as Egyptian, but it is just as lkely that
they were locally made and the stone-cutter chose Egyptian
models simply because those were what his clients were
used to. Raw materials were imported as well as finished
goods. Thus against the outer wall of a big building of

Yarim-Lim's time (we could'not excavate it, for it lay:

directly below the later palace of Niqmepa) we found the -

workshop of a man who specialized in the manufacture of

obsidian vases. Obsidian, or volcanic glass, came from =

eastern Anatolia; it was imported in the form of smoothly- -
ground rectangular blocks measuring about twelve by

eight by clgh: inches. The workman shaped his vase by
chipping in the old fint-knapper’s technique; he hollowed
it out with a solid round-ended drill, making the holes close
together and then breaking away the ridges left upstanding,
between them; then the whele surface had to be ground

smooth, which gave an opaque mart effect, and finally this

Was pnllshcd and the vessel took on its finished appearance
of black or bottle-green translucent glass; with that britele < -

and intractable material the whole process must have h:e.n__
as delicate as it was difficult, and one can well imagine that

e ﬂwﬁ ngmmﬁmﬂ *"Iw:arr'#

.....,\-.
II|

the trade was in the hands of a few experts whose wal:h-". ;

fetched high prices on the macket,

The more we excavated the buildings of Level VII tht.
more were we struck by the pottery found in' them. First

and foremnst, the traditional painted wares which Fad

characterized every level from XV1 to VII now failed

completely; we did not find a single painted pot of that sort. * -
Itis of course quite true that in times of great prosperity -
the pottery of a country tends to suffer eclipse - that rich’

man prefers to furnish his table with vessels of bronze, = -

. silver, or gold rather than with the old carthenware crocks;
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.~ and therefore what had long been the luxury ware of
o Alalakh might go out of fashion when Yarim-Lim was
king. But that explanation does not serve here. In the
palace and temple, and in a few private graves of the poorer
.+ sort, we found masses of clay vessels, all plain but of many
¢ different shapes —just over forty types were recorded —and
i . of them only eleven had occurred in older levels and all the
i rest are introduced with the Yarim-Lim régime; there was
& wery obvious break in the ceramic traditon. Moreover,
“ten of those new types did not outlive Level VII; and when
e come to Levels VI and V we find that the old painted
' ware has been to some extent at least revived and no less
¢/ than twenty old shapes which had been disused in Level
““'VII now return to favour, The break in the tradition is
. therefore a temporary one, coinclding with the Yarim-Lim
- dynasty.
©+  'The kings of Yamkhad were primacily kings of Aleppo;
they had absorbed Alalakh and they made it the royal resi-
dence, but they were foreigners none the less, and as such
& -g{w immght in new fashions and new arts. Probably some
of tﬁahvans were seseated; it may be that the old
.._‘.Fumd pottery which had been chnmﬂtarmdn of Alalakh
< for many centuries could be looked upon as a symbol of
. the nationalism which opposed change, and was therefore
. deliberately discouraged; but it was probably only one of
¢+~ many things that were swept away by the new order. The
% 'dynasty of Yarim-Lim, for allits wealth and prosperity, in-

+ gurred the hatred of the mﬁzeqa to a degree that cannot have
" been due to any change in houschold crockery but must
" have had far more valid grounds. Late in the period certain

+lterations were made in the palace which are symptomatic
wﬁpf‘;h: growing ungo_pu]ult}r of the royal family and their
ﬁamt of their su The entrance-door of the centeal
BES t, from which access was: had alike to the official bluck
e ;u&mﬂ:c fesidential quasters, was elaborately bricked wup;.
"4 fiew entranice was, made by cutting a doorway. through

.'.~ tﬁm outer wlluf the SW. miung-mom iu the official quck. :
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ahd its other walls were strengthened and it was turned into « *
a guard-chamber through which everybody had to pass to - i
go to the Chamber of Audience; and it was only by going .~ =
through that and then through the second waiting-room
(where again it was easy to have a guard) that a visitor
could enter the central court and so make his way to the,
private apartments of the palace. 1
 When we unearthed the building we found that it had - LH-
been bucnt —burnt so thoroughly that even in the cofe of =
the thiclk walls the mud-bricks were bright red and crum-
‘bling; the wall plastet, a mixture of mud and lime, had been
vitrified and the basalt wall-slabs were not only mcl:c& bm:
in some cases actually melted; it had also been sys i
plundered. In the new guarﬂ—chnmhnr we found the skﬁ[?‘
tons of five armed men, and two more were found in other
rooms, My first impression was that seven bodies were too
few. If the palace had been stormed by some enemy from
outside, which could only have been after a uumassﬁ.ﬂ_'.- ;
assaultnnthcmtywalls the palace would have been the . ?]
final rallying-point for the defenders and would have beent 5
held to the bitter end: it ought to have been heaped with
corpses. The actual conditions seemed rather to favoura
surprise attack - the normal palace guard had been suddenly
cut down and after that there had been no resistance and the
whole building had been at the mercy of the assailants; this
indicated an émeste by the people of Alalakh themselves
Subsequently we discovered that all-the State buildings of ©
the eity had been similaely burnt - the temple, the -:thﬂ chB, o
town gate;and thebig buildingunderlyingNigmepa’s palace,>
- . and my original argument lost a good deal of its point; butic -
. may still be true, If the militiry works were gastisoned by
“foreign’ troops from Aleppo and the eastern provinees of i2
the kingdom, an attack on them would necessarily have 4
followed on the capture of the royal palice, and king *2
" Nigme‘epuch is' not likely to have relied on locally-re- i
.+ cruited soldiery, On the other hand the theory of the town’s & 1
; dﬂtmntipnat some ﬁml: betw:m 1750 and 1730 B.C. by_:m,i !
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1 -enemy from outside presents certain difficulties, for Aleppo,
- the chief city of the Icingdum of which Alalakh formed part,
< continued to ::njnjr its “great kingship® long after 1700 B.C.
. It is true that it was a tife of change and of those move-
-“'ments of peoples which every now and then interrupted the
* ‘history of the Middle East ~ about now the Kassites invaded
- Babylonia and occupied part of its territories, and by 1730
‘;; Sémitic nomads invaded the Nile valley and as the Hyksos,
%4 ithe ‘Shepherd Kings', usurped the throne of Pharaoh, but
:“, we cannot definitely attribute the fall of Nigme-epuch to
f Cany such great event. On the whole, a local rebellion seems
most plausible, and although the people of Alalakh may
. have been encouraged by happenings in the outer world to
try to recover their independence, and may even have ob-
- tained some help from outside, [ think chat they were res-
paﬂsnhlc for the violent end of the dynasty of Yarim-Lim.
This view gains probability in the light of subsequent
. events, ﬁpﬂ.rl from the return to favour of the old ypes of
©  portery, in which we may see a ‘nationalist revival’, certain
- yery curious things occurred. Yarim-Lim had built his
“palace on the site where royal palaces had stood ever since
there were kings of Alalakh, and it was the mnst desirable
site in the city. But after Nigme-epuch’s death nobody built
there. For 1y0 years the great mounds of debris and the
gaunt stumps of fire-reddened walls were left severely alons,
4 devastated area in the midst of a crowded city, and the
only use to which the ruins were pur was the digging of
" rubhish-pits and the dumping of refuse; as if there were a
o ‘curse on the king’s house it was ‘left unto him desolate’ and
i became ‘a dung-heap’; and when a new palace was needed
for a later king an entirely new site was chusen for it. Nor
‘was this all. Yarim-Lim’s temple also stood upon the
traditional site, sanctified by a succession of shrines going
-~ back to the city’s first foundation, each built directly above
) © its predecessor. But from t730 8.6, onwards there was a
& change. Yarim-Lim’s ‘temple had in some way or other out-

'mged religious seatiment; it was zmpomb.lc indeed to
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forsake the ancient site, but it was equally impossible to |
found a new house of gud on the abomination of desolardon
which he had set up. So henceforward the sanctuary of *the

goddess who is Mistress of Alalakh® stood over what had -
been the forecourt of the old temples while the area behind |
it, defiled by Yarim-Lim's shrine, remained at first alto-
gether unused and when, some generations later, prejudice -
bad weakened, was used only as the site for service cham- |
bers. In this studied break with everything that stond for *
the kingdom of Yamkhad we have the best explanation of r*
the fires that consumed the palace and the citadel of kiugu gr

Nigme-epuch, T
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CHAPTER VI

The Dark Ages
Levels VT and 17
w

£ A e e TR R e My Tl ey L L

#?' Ymm after year as we dug down in one spot or another
é‘-.-r ‘through the buildings of Level IV until we teached those of
': -Level VII I 'was puzzled by the character of the intervening
+‘”~mata4 We knew that Level VII ended not later than 1730

* Bc..and we knew that Level IV began not eaclier than

ﬂ'- 1560, B.C., s0 that rather more than two centuries came
R ~ between them; but though we found two layers of build-
‘kiftgt-which justified us in speaking of Levels V and VI-

_they did not seem substantial enough to account for the ;
- passage of 200 years. It was the more disappointing because -
- pcﬂﬂd in question was undoubtedly very important,

1 aperiod, as Professor Sidney Smith has said, of remarkable
idevelopment in the Near East, of which only the outlines
.g.t;gh: vaguely surmised, and we had hoped that Atchana

“might go far towards’ illing up this gap in our knowledge.

ally, of course, we ongh:w have hit upon the political

i w.s of the city, but i in fu:t not s q{nglc hmﬂhr.d tablet

Mm’ﬂﬁﬂlmﬁmﬂﬂlm was forthcoming,
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THE DARK AGES

E . citadel there had been, In the Level VI period, a complete
rebuilding of the defences, but this new work had itself
been replaced by a fresh reconstruction in the course of the ¢
same period, and similarly, in the course of the Level V' |

_ period, there had been two thoroughgoing reconstructions

; of the citadel. In each case we find the same general scheme

: of a strongly-walled castle set on the top of an artificial . ;
rampart with a wide gently-sloping berm running out from -
the foot of the wall and ending in a steep glacis on thelip of -

o which there was probably (though the evidence for this

I had gone) a low breastwork. Such buildings are ﬂnc:smiljr
of very solid constriction, not likely to fall quickly into =
decay, and though we must always allow for the pusaiblﬁtr
of any one. of the series having been dismantled. bjl':-#*i\

. wictorious enemy soon ‘after its erection none the lunﬁa
must agree that for the total period represented by fonrre=

buildings 200 years would be a very moderate estimate, 1"

The evidence of the citadel buildings is confirmed by theé -

pottery from that and other areas, In both levels we find "~

imported wares which, occurring on other excavated sites 7

in Syria, Palestine, or Cyprus, have been independently

dated; in Level VI we find a Cypriote type dated to before = -

1650 B.C., & Palestinian type dated 165e~1550 B.C. and

another dated 1600-1500 B.C. and, while the two latter con-

e tinue in Level V, towads the end of the Level V period

: there appear the first examples of the painted ‘Nuzu' waré -

. produced in the eastin the fifteenth century 5,0, Thus the ©

whole interval between Level VII and Level IV is Bomﬁﬁtﬁql

1" for, and if the buildings other than the Citidel

. scarcely adequate for the length of time involved, that ap

o pearance must not be given undue weight (as T was myself **"

= inclined to giveit); afterall, a mud-brick houseif well built &
| and reasonably well looked-after will quite easily last for |

100 years. There is too anothes possibility that must

' takefi into mnsu:hmmm If T, 4m :ight in uguing
pubHr: buildings of Level VII were dﬁmo;md as the 1
' af-a. suqocksﬁul civil :evo!t; ﬂ;m'tham is na .umd 0 4
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A FORGOTTEN KINGDOM

the destruction of private houses; the greater part of the
. .- town would not have suffercd at all and people would have
¢ continued to live in their old homes until those decayed or
7 grew out of date and had to be replaced in the normal
4 course; that happened after the destruction of Nigmepa’s
~*palace and may well have happened in the case of Level VII
T alse, We cannot however affiem that this is true. The only
|+ . private houses of Level VTI which we excavated were those
. overlying the ruins of the servants’ quarters of Yarim-Lim’s
< palace; there was very little of them left, not enough for the
 plans of them to be intelligible, but it was certain that they
had been built only comparatively late in the Level VI
p:ﬂﬂd That fact however has no real significance. When
" Yarim-Lim's palace was overthrown the ruins of the two-
"\, or three-storeyed residential block made a great mound
which was continued to the SE. by the solid mass of the
town wall; consequently the servants’ quarters, where walls
- had been thin and of only one storey, formed a luw-lying
- patch enclosed by higher ground from which any rainwater
' S:aini:d down so that in winter the place became a stagnant
" pool ~we found layer after layer of dried mud bearing
- 'witness to-this. Quite apart therefore from any embargo on
‘the palace site this area was not fit for oceupatinn and was
‘used as a refuse-dump, becoming in time honeycombed
with rubbish-pits; this gradually raised the level and finally,
but only after a considerable lapse of time, people began to
build there. But no argument based on conditions here can
., apply to the town in general. We might have got very dif-
.. ferent resuls if we had been able to dig more widely in the
' tesidential parts of the Level VT town, but that we could
- tiot do; the buildings lic deep down in the soil and extensive
# ;m:l-: to that depth would have meant an mcpcndzmrr. of
" time and money better devoted to the investigation of more
. important sites, so_that here we had to content ourselves
with probabilities.
Ot trial trench on the Citadel site showed that there too
- there had been an interval between the destruction of the

e

1,5




THE DARK AGES 89

Level VII building and the construction of the first build-
ing of Level VI; the burnt ruins of the former had beea
exposed to the weather long enough for wind to level the
loose debris of brick-dust and ashes and for rain to form
pools at the foor of the stumps of standing walls. This
might have happened in a single winter, but may imply the
passing of several years - it was impossible to say which.
The uncertasinty prevents us from using the facts as an

argument. If the destruction had been due to an enemy itis-

understandable that some time should elapse before the

citizens were allowed to refortify their town; if it had been

due to the citizens themselves one would expect them to
put the defences in order again with the least possible
delay ~ though pechaps other and more important things
had to be done first; either theory would fit the evidence
according to the interpretation that we ‘choose to put upoR’
it.

buildings. 1 have spoken of the Citadel and the houses, and
there was little to be said; we did not find a palace because
we did not dig in the spot where the palace would have
been if there were noe; there was a temple, but it had been
completely destroyed, only a fragment of one wall remain-
in

%t is to the pottery that we must look for information

about Level VI, and the pottery can tell us-a good deal, On

the one hand we have what I have called the ‘nationalist .
revival’ of the traditional painted ware which. had been.

suppressed under the late régime, and some examples of
this are perfect replicas of the old both in form and in-

decoration, but as time goes on there appear modifications:

of the long-established types~instead of the isolated and

static figures of birds or animals these become active and
are combined in running scenes surrounding the whole pot
without the interruption of the triglyph-like partitions

-+ which wereonce the rule; and at the same time the painter, ©
" using a higger brush for his colours, obtains a much broader -

We do indeed know extremely little about the Level VI -
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=90 A FORGOTTEN KINGDOM
. and impressionistic effect; vases so treated could never be
mistaken for the product of early levels. The change may
well be due to the influence of foreign models, for in this
. period pottery was imported more freely than ever before.
' For the first time we get a polychrome decomtion in red
" and black paint on a buff surface, and the design includes
. motonly birds but the ‘Union Jack’ motive which is specially
1 characteristic of contemporary Palestine; some examples

ST o
PR K

Fig. 13. Dergne of Pattécy of Level VT

< anight be actual imports but most are local copies. Definitely

. ' _-imported were hand-made bowls of what has hitherto been

. called Cypriote Bronze Age ware, bowls derived from
" leather originals having handles copied from the wish-bones
.vof chickens; in one type the clay is cowered with a white
“slip on which the seams of the leatherwork are painted in
black with subsidiary decoration in red - these are the

that jsland até 60 predominanit that they were natyrally

.1 WWhite Slip milk-bowls’ of Cypriote archaeology ~ and the -
“ ! ather is of "Base-Ring Ware’, o thin hard biscuit-like pottety.

«f a uniform brown-grey mlwr (PL'9). The two types' - .
were first found in Cyprus and in.the Late Bronze Age of

{mpposa:d to be indigenons, the typical pmduct of the
.ug.am: pm;h:t, md whun mupl:a were found ahroad {is“ i

T T
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THE DARK AGES 91
they often have been found on Palestinian, Syrian, and 0
Anatolian sites) they were taken to be proof of tade con-
nexions with Cyprus and, since the chronology of Cyprus 1
was fixed without too wide a margin of error, they were 1 f
used without hesitation to date the strata in which they = '
occurred. But at Atchana we have a chronology not less -
well established than that of Cyprus and for our examples of
the White Slip and Base-Ring pottery the Cyprus dating
simply does not fit. Two wish-bosie handles turned wpin &
Level VII, and in Level VI both wates become relatively '-_{j-‘ﬁ
common, increasing in popularity in Levels V and IV; so ---ﬁ e
far as Levels V and IV ace concerned there is no difficulty, -:"';-f'f;',glg
. but the earliest examples date to 150 years before the time:

when White Slip and Bas&R.lng pottery appears in Cyprusy " |
We are driven therefore to revise our views. The pottety is,
not Cypriote by origin. It is certainly not native to Alalakh
either, because the Alalakh potter had for centuries been -
using the potter’s wheel, whereas here we have a peimitive .
hand-made fabric and one which in form and decoration is
wholly alien to all Alalakh traditions. Judging from the clay
and the pigment the bowls would seem to have come from - 7
somewhere in northern or eastern Anatolia, but that s a - ','
point which only excavation can determine; whatis obvious "«
is that they were introduced to Alalakh by way of trade and
" just because they were strange and barbaric attracted atten- e

tion (they are rather attractive) and became fashionable = din
. one might compare the vogue of Negro. sculpnite {n- 2
. modera London, ot of Navajo blankets in New York ~so
“ much so that in time no house could afiord o be without
them. It was ‘only after the market for such goods was ’W:ﬂ» 5

! established in North Syria that someone — probably ‘4

"' Cypriote ship’s captain = catried a consignment overseas to
, where they had the same success. The discoveries
'at.&tchﬂ.m do not in any way upset the dating of the wares -
< da the island but do mean that outside the island that dating. %
" does not apply; the pottery is Cypriote only by adoption. 4#" o
o .h:u',l was nmda and t.njoyed a w:dcspread pupq.ﬂaut? onﬂ:l:
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mainland, long before Cyprus knew anything about it,2
At this time there is common in Palestine and the greater
part of Syria a very distinctive type of pottery — small jugs

of grey or black ware with a decoration of whire-filled
. puncrures or incisions = which is generally called Hyksos
‘pottery, associated with the Semitic people who conquered

and for a while ruled the Nile delta. We have not found at

i, Atchana more than one doubtfully-relared fragment. Level
. W1 did inherit from the pmue:dlng period a black lightly-

‘burnished ware, usually in the shape of small jugs, but the
typical ‘Hyksos’ ornament is lacking, Alalakh therefore was
not directly affected by that movement and its Palestinian
contacts seem to have begun only after the Hyksos had
ceased to count — they were deiven out of Egypt about 1700
B.C. - i.e. in the latter half of the Level V1 period. Through-
out that perind we can observe develupment apparently
undisturbed by any catastrophe or any marked polidical
change; there is plenty of trade, chiefly with the north and
east but, later, with southern countries also, and a few
examples of Mycenaean pottery coming in at the close of
the perind show that the sea routes too were kept open. It
'was a quiet but not'an unprosperous time. It is in Level VI
that we find the very fifiest specimens of Phoenician poly-
chromie glass, certainly an expensive luxury, and vases of
blue lapis-lazuli paste moulded with figures in relief, which

1. Long ago, when arguing against the view that the *‘Cypriote’
wares found in such quantities in Level TV were of Cypriote manufac-
ture, I urged thas & wholesale trade ower land and sea in articles so
fragile and so difficult to pack was not an economic proposiion, and I
murt admir thar rhe same holds good for the long overland oansit from

S dnarolin. D am indebred to Professor Mallowan for the suggestion that
" when impors on & limited scale had esmablished the popularity of the
. White Slip ware at Alalakh 8 nomber of Antolian craftamen may have
- followed in the line of tmde and esmblished a working colony in north

Syria, importing thele rw marerials &n far ax was necessary (chis would

i be eany enouph) huy making the pow on the spot and Keeping to their

own technique of hand-made wares Inbtead of adopting the wheel
used by the logal pottess. The same thing may perhaps have happened
later in Cyprus.,

e
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THE DARK AGES ) 2 g
are as fine as any period could produce. One imported
‘luxury article’ gave rise to what is perhaps the most curious
archacological incident in my experience; it deserves to be
recounted in full. -
When we were excavating the courtyard of the Level I
temple we suddenly came upon fragments of 2 blue-glazed
- earthenware pot. Now the art of glazing objects made of
frit, siliceous paste, had been practised since very eacly days
- in Bgypt since the First Dynasty period - but the glazing
. of earthenware is a very different matter, for the glaze will |
not readily adhere to terra-cotta, and was a much later
invention. In Egypt it was not introduced until the Roman .~
age; in Mesopotamia it came earlier — I had myself found . ©
several cases of it of the sixth century B.c. - but the earllest .~ %
known examples were some glazed terra-cotta tiles from
the palace of a ninth-century Assyrian king, and archae-
ologists therefore had agreed that the technique was only..
discovered early in the frst millennium befre Christ. An
object belonging to Level IT at Archana could not be dated
much later than 1300 n.c., which on the available evidence
was 4 quite impussible date for 2 glazed por that looked
more like an Arab pot of the thirteenth century A.D. T con-
cluded that something was wrong with the stratificatioh
and gave my staff a lecture on the importance of not being
deceived by appearances - there must have been a rubbish- %%
pit or an animal's burrow or something of the soct which ;=
we had failed to notice, and the fragments had infiltered i into,
a wrong level. Shortly afterwards the work brought us
down to the brick-paved flvor of the court; below whe:q
the pottery fragments had been found the pavement Was
broken up, but close by there was a large pach in goud
condition, When this had been duly recorded it was lifted,

s e S ol it e T L S T

0 y F R

50 that the work could go down deeper, and under'the '
undisturbed brickwork we found more fragments of the * ¢
same pot! This time there could be no doubt about it, and i
 Ihad to give my staff another lecture to the effect that one | =~ 7
- mustn’t’' think one knows everything but must approach =
A

’.
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A FORGOTTEN EINGDOM

the work with an unbiased mind open to receive new
.. facts. It was rather humiliating, Some time later we found
“ - a complete vase of glazed pottery in a grave belonging to
Level V, and afterwards fragments of similar vases occurred
in Level VI; to assign a date in the seventeenth century to a
T d earthenware pot was, in a minor way, revolutionary,
/. but it was unavoidable; 1 was prepared therefore for an

hxchlmloglml storm.

PRI

o
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J m British Museum he referred 'me to the publication by

-, himself and the late Dr R. Campbell Thompson of a
- cuneiform tablet in the Museum which dated from - the
- seventeenth century B.C. and was written in the form of a
. cryptogram, meant to be unintelligible except to the
initiate; pact of it was frankly wnintelligible, concerned, on
the facc of it, with funeral rites and embryos, but the rest, as
translated by the two scholars, was actually a scientific
. formula for the manufacture of g!azcd carthenware| Their
" publication was brought to the notice of Mr H. Moore,
.* who proceeded to submit the formula to 4 practical test
0 with complete success; - ‘As one worked and saw the
- results coming out as predicted,” he writes, ‘one became a

and precise instructions and observations, both as regards
. quantities and methods, could be followed out some 3600
- years later and brought to an immediately successful issue’.2

L. Assytian in the seventeenth century n.c, and thesecret, care-
+ fully protected by its ambiguously-worded description,

" - must have been handed down by the inventor either to his

. family or to his guild as something not to be divulged to the

act and mystety’ of manufacturing tech-
S *,r., Wb&gnﬂmluupmfmndh modern scholarship which enabled

Mwhﬂﬂnﬁdﬁuﬂ{mwm

But. when I discussed the mattér with Mr C. J. Gadd at

profound admirer of that ancient craftsman whose accurate

*“The art of glazing earthenware was therefore learnt byan

% trade in general; the rarity of the product is explained by
.M very: hmltcd ?:ancﬁﬂu. It speaks well for the respect .-

and The to elucidate an All-yﬂ.ln cryptogmn | -

L - TR
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nique that this secret was kept for 1000 years! Only in- .
the seventh century p.c, was the formula published in ia- -7
telligible language, and from that date the ware becomes 7
selatively common, Qur Atchana examples from Levels VI © -
and V must be reckoned amongst the carliest products of <
the industry — possibly the work of the actual inventor = =
and certainly bear witness to the prosperity of Alalakh ay ~ "3
| that period when such novelties would natu:ally command .
L avery ]:ugh pn-::c sl
i Thete is no sign of any violent disaster putﬁng an end to ¢
- Level VI; so far.as one can see the transition to Level V. -
' | involved no more than the erection of new buildings where
old ones had grown unserviceable; nor is there any bréak
in the cultugal sequence; indeed for a long time we had . 74
2 difficaltyin dfﬂiﬂguhhmg the two levels, Professor Sidney
" Sinith associates the change with the advance of the Anatol-
ian Hittites, “The pressure southwards continued. Hattusilis
I began the attacks on the térritories of Aleppo, Mussilis T
sacked that city in or shortly before 1594; at that time,
presumably, Alalakh fell and Level VI ended. ... There .
were great changes thereafter, but they were not changes |
due to Hitfite domination, for, once the immediate purpose.
of destroying the power of Aleppo and Babylon was accom-
plished, the army of Mursilis retired’, This, I think, we may
fully accept as explaining the occasion of ‘the change. The %
destruction of Aleppo would almost certainly be followed =
by the fall of Alalakh, but not necessatily by its d:stmcﬁon,..ﬁ
the Hittite’s had alteady, as Smith says, obtained their object.
 and may well have been satisfied to accept its suz -
- . perhaps requiring of the citizens that they should dismhu}ﬂ&
" their fortifications, in which case the building of the earlier
. Level V citadel wm:!d have been undertaken after the
-~ Hittite withdrawal. With that possible exception we fauq&
. ‘no material evidence at Atchana of the Mursilis invasion. . 8
- Butthe period covered by our Lr:vcl v was not to be 50% i




o R Bt

= .-"_x.l_l.‘rrg

a':’wongnrrﬂn KINGDOM

* long one, that the original Level V citadel had to be rebuile
during the course of it, and since it was a very solid struc-
. ture its destruction must have been due to violence and not
mierely to time. Now in the little corner of the Level V&
citadel which we cleared - it was only two rooms - we |
found a large silo or grain-store and, under the foors, a
. mumber of graves including those of women and children.
The custom of burying people under the flvors of their
houses is faitly common in the Middle East though by no
-tneans universal. At Archana we found no such burials in
the eaclier periods; the first occurrence of them is in Level
“WIIT and they gradually become more commion, but even
when they are most gumerous, in Level I, they are not
‘nearly enough to account for the whole population; more-
over it is noriceably true that by far the greater proportion
occur in houses of the poorer sort; in the better houses
hardly any (except pechaps infants’ burials) are found, and
in the palaces none-at all. It is safe to assert that most of the
inhabitants of Alalakh were buried in regular cemeteries
(which we have not discpvered) and that only a relatively
small minority adopted, for reasons of religion or economy,
the practice of house burial which in Mesopotamia was at |
+ - this time in general use, It is therefore very surprising to
“.% . find burials inside the citadel; indeed, this is unique amongst
7.~ the public buildings which we have excavated, and there |
. must have been a special reason for so marked a departure |

© from the norm. The cxplanation which [ would suggestis |
that the people had no choice in the matter, that they buried |
*-their dead in the citadel becanse they could not bury them
- outside, Le. that there was a siege and Alalakh was ‘straitly
.20« shut up, none went out and none came in’; with this the
existence of the grain-pit, also unique so far as our limited
ibvestigations went, would be thoroughly in accord: pro-
i wisions for the beleagnered gasrison had to be stored inside
- the fort. In front of the Level V temple we found a pumber
5 of rubbish-pits, lying very close together, all made at the
& same time - of this w:muldhcsurc, for fragments of the
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(&) Neolithic scone fAgurine from the Amq plain

(k) Examples of scals from Tell esh Sheikh
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' 4 The first appearance of the mud-brick dolumns of the Level XI1 palace




-u- e #‘ '-.¥'. Lo ‘:_n '
(@) The City Gate of Level VII, looking out over the plain

(b) Steps going down 1o che basalr door of the ghaft
in the Level VII palace
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_ (¥) Stone head in Egyptian style from the Level VII temple
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Examples of “White Slip' and
‘Base ring" pottery of the sorts
comman to Cypras
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{b)and (¢} Ivory toilet-boxes in the Egyptian style
from the Level IV palace
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(1) Stone rounde| with *proto-
Hittite' inscription

(@) Tabler bearing seal of King Iim-
ilimma: the King carrles the Egyptian
symbol of long life

g IR A P e e A s g
(@) Clay model of animal's intestines marked to give omens
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(&) Store-cellars of the Level 111 fortress
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Basalt figures of lions from the Level I temple
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() Actic red-iigured vase from al Mina
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(&) Attic vases illustrating
mass-production methods

(b} Marble.head of the Ciry
goddess




Bowls and fragments of bowls of St Symeon ware
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. {#) View of al Mina from the dried' river-bed, showing the eroded cliff;
Mount Kasius in the background

(¥ The monument of “The Lord of the Sea’
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same pottery vessels were found divided between two and
even between three pits — and contemporary with the Level
V temple though at what stage in that existence of the temple
they had been dug it was impossible to say. Judging from
the contents, which included a number of fine examples of
the black pottery with impressed ornament (PL 8 b) which
very rarely occurs in private houses, this was a dump of ex
voros from the temple, objects which were out of date andno ¢
longer wanted or possibly objects which had been delibeg~ ¢
ately broken (though we found no evidence of the temple

having been sacked) but, since they had been dedicated to

the gods, could not be treated as mere rubbish and thrown
away outside the sanctoary precincts and so were put into
specially-dug pits on the premises, Amongst them was a
large fragment of a bowl of blue-glazed frit, of Egyptian.
manufacture, on which there was drawn in brown painta
decoration of lotus design and a regular Egyptian scene of
a functionary seated before a table of offerings, with a
hieroglyphic inscription above giving the conventional
dedication-formula; unfortunately the inscription was in-
complete and the man's name was lacking, but he calls -
himself ‘the Scribe’, which would be the proper title of &
high official of the Civil Service, a local representative of .
the Egyptian Government, If he were indeed anything of
the sort we have here 2 monument of considerable import-
ance for Egyptian history (PL. 8 a).

In or about the year 1527 B.c. Thothmes I of Egypt con-
ducted a successful campaign in Syria which ended onlyon
the Euphrates; he set up trophies on the banks of that river:

‘and he hunted elephants in the land of Niya, part of the old"
. kingdom of Yamkhad, It has generally been assumed that

this was a mere rald with no political intention or aftermath, | ...-

- -and nothing is said of any capture or surrender of towns,
-much less. of any attempt to organize them as parts of a
~colonial empire. But our sole sources of information about.

the campaign are the inscriptions in the tombs of two of

Pharaoh’s generals who took a prominent partin it, and all
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that they are concerned with is their own prowess—to
anything outside their own military exploits they are pro- |
foundly indifferent. If the faience bowl from Atchana means
whatitappears to mean, that there was an Egyptian Resident
at Alalakh, then we must suppose that Thothmes I did a
great deal more than raid the land of Naharina - the land
. between the two rivers Buphrates and Orontes - and hunt
. elephants; he really extended the Egyptian empire. The
- siege of Alalakh to which the graves in the citadel seem to
" bear witness may have been an incident in Pharaoh’s cam-
**  paigny and its reduction followed by ‘the installation of
an Egyptian governor; something of the sort is implied by
the fact that when thicty-five years later Thothmes I 7
invaded north Syria he justified his attack by the plea that
- the country had rebelled against Egypt, If I have rightly
interpreted the Atchana evidence then the credit of having
attempted not only the conquest but the colonization of
Syria, hitherto assigned to Thothmes III, must’go in the
:ﬂratphnetohmﬁﬂsnr ‘Thothmes L - _-
gf»maduminaﬂm ‘however did fot Jast long; the !
states of north Syris, amongst which the kingdom
£ Mitacsi Was probably already playing « leading past
n asserted their mdep&ndl:nﬂe and at Atchana this is
" “symbolized in & very curious way. Throughout the whole
. ‘history of Alalakh the record of the city temples is that each
- was built above the ruins of its predecessor, those ruins
 often being utilized deliberately to make a raised platform
-0t podium which would give to the new building a more -
'mmmdiugpomtmu. To this role the Level V temple isan -
. extracrdinary exception, for thebuilders, instead of | _
- the remains of the Level VI building, dug right through
making a rectangular pit inside which the new sanc-
 etected; of the Level VI temple only a short
outer face of the NE. wall escaped utter |
The sew temple consisted of a court with
arently all roind it —we found remains
[ thh:-'HW. sidcs-md the
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' temple proper in the middle; it seems to have had an '
v entrance-chamber at pround level of which all traces have © =
disappeared, but the sanctuary-chamber behind it lay six **
feet below ground. It was a wide and shallow room measur-
ing twelve foot six from back to front and mote than double. -
that across (the SW, end was destroyed by the deep-set
foundations of Level IV) and had a broad mised bench == &
along its back and end walls; in the front (SE.) wall was the - &
doorway from the entrance-chamber giving on a flight. vf 7o
wooden steps that lead down to the sunken floor; immedi-
ately opposite to them there stood, against the back bench,
a fire-altar (PL 104), & rectangle of plastered brick stand-*
ing elghteen inches high with in its top a'box-like depres-
sion that showed marks of heavy burning; on each side of "
the altar there had been ‘an upright wooden post. As the .
walls were ruined down to the level of the top of the ~F
benches it was impossible to say whether they had beea . =
simple or had had niches contrived in the walls’ thickness. -+ . ¢
In the whole of the Middle East there is no precedent for
a temple having its sanctuary sunk beélow ground level.
~ There is, however, one deity whose shrine regularly took’.
that form, namely Mithras, the eastern god whose worship'
became so popular with the soldiers of the Roman Empire,.
But the oldest Mithraeum known to us is not eacliec than
the second century A.p., after which time the legions built
temples to Mithras ‘also a soldier’ wherever they might be -
stationed, from Northumberland to Austria, andthe ruins of
these, with benches, flight of steps and fire-altar, ate some-
i times remarkably. like ours at Atchana. Since! there - if
© nothing to bridge the time gap it would seem rash indeed !
- to argue from & Roman bullding of the second or ird
. .century A.D. to onein Syria of thesixteenth or eacly fifteenth ™ =
cefitury B.C.; ‘but Mithras ia an lndn-]':‘.uxnpun god, 4

"of that kingdom :
q:m;:k whn did in ﬁu:t mtrnduc: the.- Indn-Bump«a
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into Asia, so much so that in their treaties they will invoke
Mithras 4s a witness to their good faith, If Alalakh made
common cause with Mitanni it was almost inevitable, by
the practice of the ancient East, that it should pay to the
stronger Power the compliment of adopting its religion or,
atany rate, of adding one of its pods to the local pantheon.®
The theory that the peculiar Atchana temple is a Mithraeum
(by far the carliest known) agrees so well with the political
conditions then prevailing that it should be accepted; the
people of Alalakh, joining in the general rebellion against
. Egypt, naturally put themselves under the aegis of their
strongest neighbour, ,
Further discoveries threw more light on the religious
attitude of the period. When we were excavating the private
houses of Level IV we came upon the mins of a small build-
ing which I at fiest took to belong to that level; later,
finding that part of it had been destroyed to make room for
an addition to a Level IV house, T was able to fix its date
- nfore exactly and assign it to the second half of the Level V 4
' period with an overlap into Level IV. The building was a %
- - small one-room shrine set on a low brick-faced platform -
- with sloped clay-plastered glacis sides above which rosea

¥

. brick parapet-wall; the shrine itself had very solid walls,

 four feet thick, with lower courses of limestone blocks and :
mud-brick sbove, and a wide doorway with stone jambs i
and threshold; the interior, only six and a half feet wide (its : {
A

% length is unknown because the SW. end was never found)
- iwas paved with stone slabs and the wall fate was neatly

., rendered with white lime plaster; by the door was founda |
o small gold crescent pendant and close by was the cult
Al ..qbyct, a triangular-shaped slab of undressed stone, quite j
rough, l:uthnﬂngmancﬂdgnvnrrcmdcskntchufn

; ':famShfmtawaytothuNW there was parct of a i
 precisely similar platform; only a th:.rqr—fum stretch of one !
f‘ ‘ ‘-ha.l ia the uphlh&-nn of Solomon's building ‘at Jerusilem 1
i %mwfmmmimm bis ally Hicam of Tyze) and to
; ﬂmﬂdq nal?mbbto{hilluhiacﬁunwl’hnnh.
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wall survived, with nothing at all of the superstructure, but = !
it would appear that there had been two shrines side by :
side, presumably for the worship of twin deities, i
Considering that Level V was quite a sophisticated
period we were surprised to find belonging to it so crudea
representation of a god; but two or three equally crude -
stone figurines cccurred in house sites of the same level
and a larger pair discovered by accident furnished ns with
an explanation. In 1939 we had excavated the town gateway
of Lewvel VII and having come first on the inner pair of piers
had been able to clear the whole of the entrance, following
the stone facing-slabs of the walls and leaving untouched
sbove them the original brickwork so far as It was pre-
served and on the top of the brickwork the accumulated
rubbish of subsequent centuries which, trimmed by us to-
a straight face, gave for the time being a very good impres-
sion of upstanding walls. During the war a winter’s min -
loosened the soil and a big slice of our imitation wall 7
collapsed, exposifig in the new rubbish face two basalt :
statues, male and female, standing in position in a chamber
adjoining the Level V town gate (PL 10 b). As works of
art they were grotesquely, almost obscenely bad, but they
proved most instructive, Mr Ahmet Dénmes, who was E
assisting me in the excavations, drew my attention to apaie = *
of basalt figures found in one of the gateways of Diyar-
bakir; the male figure there differed in that he had a beard,
but was in the same style, while the female fgure wasa
twin sister of the Alalakh goddess, Now Diyarbakir is a city
in the middle of the Mitanni country, and the connexion
therefore becomes obvious; Alalakh, attaching itself to the
Mitanni confederation, naturally ddopts the worship oE«a-
people artistically inferior but politically pre-eminent. -+
On the other hand the social life of the city was relatively
undisturbed by the puhhml changes; the objects which we
found in' the houses and in the graves of the period show =
for the most part & straightforward development of the =
culture of Level VI, The so-called ‘Cypriote’ pnt:cry ben s
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- comes more common, the painted Palestinian ware charac-
i+ °  teristic of the later phase of the previous period continues
"~ in use; there is really only one novelty which is peculiar to
7' the level, This is a striking type of pottery, black in colour,
- . burnished and decorated with geometrical patterns in white
+ ., made by impressing in the soft clay lines and circles done
-~ with chisel-shaped tools of varying sizes and with tubes,
. pechaps sections of reeds, and then filling in the impressions
-+ with white paste; the technique is evidently borrowed from
" workers in metal, and the shapes of the vessels (only two
. shapes occur) are likewise metallic (Pl. 8 b), The pottery
' Is'not local in that it has no antecedents at Atchana and
. after enjoying a brief vogue there goes right out of use, and
we do not yet know where it originated, but examples
(of a different shape) have been fuund at Tassus in Cilicia
and a somewhat similar but not identical ware occurs at
+ ' about this time in northern Mesopotamia. Since our best
el spg.-:imcns were found in the rubbish-pits of the-Level V
. temple in which the Egyptian bowl also was found we may
i?'*i"-'_ mum# that the ware was introduced fairly eatly in the &
d, but it does oecur in later houses also. Probably
ore. the importation. of this black impressed ware
‘means that the association of Alalakh with the north Syrian
states further to the east, which can be traced in Level VI,
- continued in the Level V period and was not seriously integ- - -
rupted by the short Egyptian domination; the latter might
. involve the dismadtling of the town fortifications (if those
i had not already been destroyed as a result of the siege) but
~ 'did not greatly affect the lives of the ordinary citizens and
- e trade of the merchants.

ﬁgumam thcdtsdncdcm between Leyels V.
rchacological Level TV starts with the found- -.. A

oyil palace Téﬁ,i -t};touuqndlng building of
:énprpfu the rest in its different otienta-
j ﬁmﬁﬁuﬁt’{mmﬁ th\:bag:.qgj_ngbh
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any sign of damage to our city, which had probably given

. sutvive far into the next are the work of the régime in:
- stituted or supported and confirmed by the Pharaoh. Their
-continuity accords with the historical facts as we undetstand
+ " them from such literary documents as exist.! .ﬁ.t:m:dzng to -
. them, Thothmes III reorganized the position in north
<" Syria, grouping together several minor kingdoms uader the ¥
1. Immprhghmﬁl&myﬂmhh‘niwufﬂu Amarnaletter
ek
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older structure, and there are other public buildings which
in their use are contemporary with the palace but in theit
foundation considerably earlier; they had, in fact, been put
up in the latter part of the Level V period and survived ywell
into the period of Level IV, Just as there is an overlap of *
the buildings so there is of social and political conditions; -
the erection of a new palace signalizes the emergence of 2”75
new régime, which we can properly call Level IV, but the -~ =
foundations of that régime go back into Level V and were . .50
Inid by a major event of the peciod. )
Thothmes III of Egypt was, during all the eacly part of
his reign, hard put to it to establish his power against the
machinations of his half-sister, Queen Hatshepsut; indeed
it was this preoccupation that made possible the revolt of .
Syria. When, after twenty years, her death secured his
freedom of action, the Pharach started on a methodical
campaign of reconquest; he gradually subdued the south,
in the year 1488 B.C. he crossed the Euphrates and success« -
fully attacked the suzerain power, Mitanni ‘that contempt-:
ible enemy’, and in 1483 B.c. he was receiving the teibute
of Alalakh whose formal surrender must have taken placea ©
year or so eaclier. Thothmes III was aiming at empire and
his methods therefore were those of organization, not of -
destruction; we need not expect to find, and we do not find,

in as soon as the capture of Niya proved the uselessness of -
resistance, On the contrary, I suspect that those publie
buildings which date from the latter part of the period and

written by Adsd-nimri, whom he identifies with .‘Ldad-n.in.rl,-
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name of Nubali and setting over them Taku, thefounderof
the dynasty which Was to rule Alalakh for the next hundred
years, It is likely that Taku was already king of Alalakh, but
as the vassal of Egypt he ruled & much wider domain, ex-
tending from the Euphrates to the Mediterranean and from
the northern edge of the Amgq plain southwards through
Nubalii to the neighbourhood of Apamea; it was a rather

_ loose conglomeration not likely to be too stable (Thothmes

* himself seems to have anticipated trouble, judging by the
phmlng of the order which set Taku on the throne) but
for the moment at least it was guaranteed by the power of
' and Its ruler was a man of consequence; he would
- almost certainly signalize his aggrandizement by the erec-
tion of new public buildings in his capiral, and it is only
patural that his lineal descendants should have continued
to use them, Taku then, and his immediate successors, fall
- within the limits of our archacological Level V, and Level
IV begins with the accession of Nigmepa. 3

o
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- ofa few rooms of the old building and the sactifice of the .
“ 5 east side of the ‘parade-ground” which lay inside the ci‘g?

CHAPTER VII
The Nigmepa Dynasty
Level TV

]

Ounr archaeological Level IV begins a little before 1450 and
ends about 1370 B.C.and is far more fully documented than ' "
any other period. On the literary side we have a mass of -~ 7
inscribed tablets found ‘in the royal palace and the anto- i
biography of king Idri-mi inscribed on his stame; the
archacological material includes the whole of the palace,
remarkably well preserved, remains of the temple, & large
area inside the citadel, the town gate with its surrounding -
buildings, a nurnber of private houses, and rather more than
forty graves! containing pottery and other objects; the
palace produced, besides tablets, a quite astonishingamount
of pottery and objects in ivory and metal. 5
Since the great majority of the tablets belong to the reign -
of king Nigmepa and none of them are earlicr, the building
of the palace in which they were kept can safely be assigned
to him. ‘The site which he chose was that of an eaclier palace, = 1
' probably erected in the time of Level V and retained in use,
by the first kings of Nigmepa's house who owed their -
throne to Thothmes TII of Egypt, and he himself preserved
the greater part of it, simply adding a new residentidl block -
for the use of the royal family at the cost of the destruction

" 1, Seventeen of them were dated to the period by thmmocimuﬁ 5
o yrith the hovses; mmmﬁuwmdtﬂdh}hmmlm&mimh{_: A
thupomrqpﬂhundmtbcm W
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gate and in front of the citadel fagade. But for some in-
explicable reason he orientated his new work quite differ-
eatly from the old; it cuts across the lines of the old walls
at an incongruous angle, and the forecourt of the palace,

st - P e

"Flge 14, Plant of the Palace of Level IV

be un-:l:d ‘on twc: sides by the domestic quarters of the
~former palace and on a third by the back wall of the citadel
'&:.pae—gﬂmmed in the Level V period is so icregulac
the imposing front of the palace loses much of its
ﬁ.mlampeﬂod, perhapsin the reign of Ilim-ilimma,
a'sson, tﬂum;:‘fthemw palmc wasnbuut doubled

i H;';#;;':ih;-;”w_*-{ﬂ.}':._} L ._
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by the addition of a range of chambers outside its north
wall and of a complete block against the east wall; for the
construction of the latter all that had remained of the main
building of the Level V palace was swept away, leaving
only the old kitchen wing fronting on the courtyard, and - |
the eastern block was orientated to match Niqmepa's resi-
dence; judging from the character of the building we can
say that Ilim-ilimma was completing his father’s work by
adding to the residential quarters an ‘official’ wing for the =
transaction of public business. The plan on Fig. 14, p. 106,
shows the royal palace as it was in Hlim-ilimma’s time, i.e.’
in its final form; on it the pre-Nigmepa rooms are distin-
guished by the letters C and D with the room number; -
nnder Tlim-ilimma’s wu:?ud (21) we found parts of the
wall and conceete floor of the original Level V palace re-
used by Nigmepa, but those were too fragmentary to be
shown, In its ground-plan Nigmepa's building is really.an
enlarged version of the better-class private house of the
petiod, consisting esseatially of a series of rooms ranged
round a central court (4); lim-ilimma’s wing is on the
contrary entirely given over to ‘chambers of sudience’
such as we saw in Yarim-Lim’s palace and to subordinate -
offices; the chambers of audience are central and the i;ght-
.- well of coust (21) is on onle side of the building,
_As one entered the fotecourt of the palace by the ma,gi‘
- gateway in its western wall the skew buildings on one's
 right and in front were all that was left of the Leyel V.
palace; their character was amply demonstrated by the con-
tents of the rooms, In the larger rooms (Cr, Cs, D1) thete.
. were héarths, ovens, and tripods on which the mok.ingqpﬂ;n‘
were stood over the fices, grindstones and pestles, m;q :
"mortars, and all the paraphernalia of the kitchen; firepro,
_gogking-pots were strewn about the flooss, and in
s - rooms there were qumtitfw. of domestic pom
“evidently keptin store there; a tiny ca]]a:-ljkq room. (I
_mlg:gclynkgn up by & huge store-vase let ifto its flo
’!Ltm;m::{m mpm C.4) ihuwndf that there had -
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an upper storey, and one may suppose that the kitchen staff
slept in the upstairs rooms. As all the food must have been
prepared in this wing and carried to the palace proper &
path of terra-cotta tiles was laid along the courryard wall
from the kitchens to the palace entrance, a wise provision
against the slippery mud of a North Syrian winter; a similar
narrow tiled path led to the entrance from a small door in
the NW. corner of the court; this opened into one of the
‘door-recesses of the great gateway of the citadel and was
¢ . probably for the use of the soldiers detailed for guard durty
{4 stthe palace.
2 The palace entrance (FL12b) was a very striking architec-
tural feature. Between ewo butteesses which probably sup-
. ported a balcony there was a flight of three basalt steps
" flanked by Aat-topped platforms faced with polished slabs
of basalt set in cement; at the head of the steps, on the level
of the tops of the platforms, was the limestone sill of a door-

way twenty-six feet wide, the total span divided by two .

wooden columns whose bases were drums of polished

“w basalt; the jambs of the doorway and the walls of the room
. beyond were lined with three-foot-high basalt slabs resting
-+ on = course of limestone blocks masked by a chamfered
" skirting of fine white cement; above the stones the walls
were carried up in half-timber construction, The building-
methods used are indeed those which were traditional in
.. the country, and even the details of the plan have much in
-common with the Yarim-Lim palace of three centuries be-
"' fore; the architecture is native, developed in Asia, and
. when we find parallels in other lands they are due to those
.« lands borrowing ideas from Asia and not wiee versa. And
- #uch parallels do exist. When in 1937 we unearthed just this

it of the palace - the steps with their flanking platforms
| the entrance-chamber, we found a solid mass of mud

otk munning across from one.doorjamb to the

856 notJoose but firmly compacted with their mud

@ L
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tas not casy to get 4 true wall-face, but since the
* Gould only conclade that this was a wall, and &
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wall in sitn, although its surface bad suffered badly and
although it seemed anomalous in that it blocked the head
of the steps. Suddenly it struck me that the whole thing had
a remarkably Cretan appearance, but in Crete there would
have been at the top of the steps two columns with a door
opening between them; accordingly I macked out twé cir-
clesand cold the workmen to dig away the brickwork there,
and when they looked scandalized at the idea of destroying

a standing wall said that they would find in each marked . . e

spota stone column-base, They dug, and the stone column-

bases duly appeared, set on the limestone threshold which o

had been hidden hitherto; our “wall’ was indesd a wall, but ;
it was that of the upper storey which with the burning of

the wooden architoave above the enlumns had fallen down
into a coherent mass on the threshold, I think that the

story illustrates better than anything else the close analogy *

between Alalakh and Knossos, y
The only entrance to the palace was by the steps from the

courtyard, and the entrance-chamber must have served as.

the guardroom; a door on the right led to a lobby through
which one passed to the official wing, and a door on the left

led to another lobby (3), off which opened the palace staie-

case (19-20) and a second door giving access to the central | o

court. The court, cement-paved and having a raised hearth’
for an open-air fire (& usual feature), was symmetrically laid

out with four doors leading to the various rooms, thirteen -
in all, on the ground floor. As in Yarim-Lim’s palace, so

here the best rooms, the king’s suite, were in the upper

storey, but considering that there was a good deal of accom-
modation for the staff in and above the kitchen wing we' =

cannot say that the whole of the ground-floor of the palace

proper was given over to the domestics; on the conttary, . -
whﬂcthcrcmfnufmums,?aﬂd 8, and 11 and 12, which
may quite well have been servants' quasters, all the test ace. f
. grouped ia two self-contained flats of different sizesand the
umﬁgantcnt suggests that they were the residences either
5 _:ﬂE mpomnt coutt funcuemna; or of junior membess of =
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the royal family, Thus in the group 10, ¢ and §, room j,
with cemented floor and walls; is a lavatory precisely of the
sort used in the Middle East at the present time; the out-
flow drain of terra-cotta pipes went down and under the
wall and must have been taken through the city wall (we -
- could not follow it there) to empty on the glacis; room g,
also cement-plastered, was a bathroom with a big term-
cotta bath let into the floor in one corner; room 10, With
no particular features, may have been a bedroom but it
did contain a number of tablets. In the larger group we
“have & lavatory in the little room 14; room 15, having
cemented walls, was a bathroom though oo fixed bath was
found in it. Room 18 produced nothing, but the rooms 6,
16 and 17 were filled with pottery which had obviously
. been stored there in bulk; there were hundreds of large
r. -plates often still in piles of ten or & dozen, the slant of the
piles showing that they had slipped down from wooden
shelves arranged along the walls, and scores of jugs of the
- fine biscuit clay that in Cyprus is called ‘Base-Ring Ware'
~and uf the wh.m: milk-bowls with ladder-like decoration in

B R L T T T e 8 L (S, LW e (RN v =y~

af grey clay. w:t'h details painted in white, and jugs of
loeal ware some of which, like the plates, were burnished or
i “decorated with contentric circles of red paint; we had
air /- bhefore us the complete crockery outfit of the royal palace.
- ' Incongruously mixed with the pottery were numerous ob-
© U jects of a very different kind which had cectainly fallen
o from the rooms above when the floors collapsed at the
ime of the building’s destruction; amongst them were
"‘j_pﬁrgt.q}iet—hﬁ!ﬁ of Egyptian design (but almost certaioly
make); three in the form of seated ducks, one witha
wearing the Bgyptian head-dress (Pl 135
arge 3, ﬂﬂﬁlgqldhudnfdnmmdwo:k 5
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work (cf. PL 14 ¢), so that the international character of
the luxury objects in the palace was well represented. In
room 18, above the ashes of the ceiling-beams and therefore
belonging to an upper room, there were hundreds of frag- .
ments of narrow gold strip and of ivory in squares, circles,
diamonds, and triangles; these were for inlay in farniture
of a sort very much like that made at the present day in
Damascus where the bazaars are filled with stools and tab--
lets incrusted with similar shapes in mother-of-pear] and
bands of brass wire. In one of the Level IV private houses
we found a bit of strip ivory semicircular in section and cur .
disgonally at each end; it was a piece of inlay from furniture =
in which an edging in relief is made up of alternate lengths
of ivory and dark wood cut 5o as to give the effect of &
twisted cord; precisely that decomtion, made in the same:;
way, appears on a chest of drawers in my possession which |
was manufactured in Turkey in the late eighteenth century.
HMaturally we cannot expect to find any wooden objects sut-
vwlng in the soil of North Syria, and it is fortunate that
these ivory fragments, valueless in themselves, enable us; ~
thanks to the conservatism of the Middle Ea.at, to pmmfr.
with tolerable accuracy the furnishing of a royal palace of
the fifteenth century B.c. Two small column-bases of
which had fallen from the uppet rooms showed that in tiw
royal apartments one room at least had been a saloon of the
‘hall of audience’ type,-as was the case in Yarim-Lim
-1 palaceialso; this is suggested in lrhhvm mtumdplana' b
.. - Fig. 13, ERC R
Wi %n the new wing, which we auppna:m Bave been ade
by Him-ilimma, the same methods of construction
© . usedasin the older part of the palace ~the dado of polished -
=i bmltsiabq,thnnlt:umhcmmuﬂhemus mdﬂmwh_
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having on one side of it a retiring-room and a lavatory (26)
and on the other two rooms which may have composed the

secretariat; in the southern section room 28 (PL 11) is again -

4 ‘hall of sudience’ having on one side, beyond the staircase,
two rooms and a lavatory (31) and behind it (since on its
-other side was the open court, 21) the secretary’s office
' and opening off that the archive, room 33, a small room
& Z which had a low brick shelf running all round it. As soon
" ias we saw the shelf we could guess the nature of the room
~since we had found one exactly like it at Ur, and there
numerous tablets had been found lying on the shelves; in
this case the sghelves had been’ swept clean, much to our
disappointment, but as soon as we dug down in the middle
- of the room the expected tablets were duly forthcoming,
" seattered all about the floor.
©. ' 'The staircase in room 27 was of the traditional type with
" a central newel of half-timber construction, the two lower
- flights having wooden tceads over a solid packing and the
- hird flight supported by timber joists with a cupboard
" beneath, lim-ilimma’s further addition, on the north side
of the palace, was purcly domestic; the main room (35)
served as a cellar and was filled with great store-jars partly
_ sunkin the floor - some of them were found almost intact —
‘. and the adjoining room 34 had a cement floor sloping down
o a central drain, which suggested thar it had been used for
- .some such npcral::r:m as the decanting of the oil or wine
. stored in the jars. The long passage leading to. the tiny
. #oom 36 (in which some tablets were found) was too ruined
. dor anything more than its ground-plan to be recognizable,
- but it may have led to a staircase in what was certainly
. solid tower forming the corner of the building.
= ,ﬂﬁ'.‘.lil character of this block was nmpbmzad by

-gingilg clay pot in the whole building, a marked
@;ﬁﬁm in the residential block. The only
M numerons. tub.l&w; was @ white limestone

mnﬁ

t practically nothing was found in it - there was

:tiinr;;mm :9, mtu whh:h it had fsl]x:n. el
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t The head (PL 13 a), just over a foot high, is pierced verti-
cally as if it were a spout (though what purpose it actually
served one cannot know) and the top of the head has been
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left rough, implying that it either fitted into or was covered
by something in a different material. In any case it is a piece
of applied decoration, but as 4 work of ast it is indeed
. remarkable. The face is on two almost flat planes which
meet at a very slight angle, the eyes are in very low relief, as
are the unnaturally small ears; only the great horns wh.ich
frame the face are bold both in their relief and in the cutting
~ of the rings, We have here an extreme example of the simpli-
- fication of form and the subordination of realism to pattern;
it is no primitive essay but the product of a highly sophisti-
“cated art such as we should not have expected to find in
Noreth Syria at this period,
A small but important object was found in the kitchen
- wing, just below the floor of room Cs; it belonged to the
.- -pre-Nigmepa period and was buried beneath an awkward
.- brickwork patch put ia to join his palace building to the
.- old steueture, It is a circulat seal of soapstone inscribed on
-both sides with curious characters which seem to be proto-
types of Hittite hieroglyphic signs (PL 14 b); since it must
- “date from before 1450 B.C., which is earlier than any known
'I-Htmte hieroglyphic inscription, it may very well illustrate
" g stage in the formation of that script, in which case it
would give some suppott to the view that the Hittite script
» originated not in Apatolia but in northern Syria, All the
* tablets found at Atchana are in cuneiform writing, but there
is at least one instance of a hieroglyphic mcﬂpﬂun ona
_ potsherd; this came from the Nigmepa palace and the pot
~ was an ordinary kitchen colander, so that by the time of the
destruction of the palace the script must have been fairly
- familias and intelligible even to the less educated class:
OF the pﬁww houses that we excavated'most wete large
g5 ﬁaw&lthlu members of thn

i
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were other lanes, at right angles to it, leading off into thﬁ
interior of the town. All the houses were two storeys high
b and the rooms were arranged round three or all the sides of
a central court or light-well off which they opened either
% directly or through neighbouring rooms, The walls, "
b generally fairly thick, were of brick-only with, so far as we
i could see, no timber builtinto the brick courses, and though'
the foundations were as a rule of rough stone rubble no-
stone was used above-ground; in one house the front
door ~an exceptionally wide one, possibly provided withi
a central colomn - had door-jambs of polished ba,saii,
but there was not a single case of the stone dado such agis 00
habitual in temples and in royal palaces; as if to compensate
for this the only room of which any of the wall decoration
remained was frescoed with an ‘architectural’ design repro-
ducing in paint the constructional features.of a palace’=
basalt dado and half-timber work above, the beams coloured:
red with graining in blue-black, the brick surface pliin
white, Certainly not many of the ground-floor rooms had
been so treated, for most of them apparently had served tog:
utilitarian purposes; each house had one or two lavatories =
the fact of their lying close to the city wall made sanitation
easy, the pipes running under the lane and through: the
foundations of the ramparts — and there was always one
. room which oven and hearth designated as a kitchen, while.
. “athickly cemented floor was probable evidence fora bath-.
°  room; butin several cases where the use of the room could

S Saot br. guessed & plain coat of whitewash over the mud.
" ' plaster of the wall showed that it bad not been: one calling
= for djsph.y or justifying expense; pm'bnbiy. in the private« =
~house as in the palace, the bettér rooms Were upstairs and [ F
d-floorwas given up for the most part to domestic
: nnég:m I one house a stone column-base fallen from

upper room implied that such might possess architectiiral

&qtmmﬂhgthn'ha]lnfaudmm one cagi only repeat
’s' residential block is really but an. kel
: b—lmter-class p:bvmhow pf the. pmo&
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the smaller houses such temains as we found were too
fragmentary to give a ground-plan, but with their little box-
like rooms and thin walls they were evidently one-storey
 buildings ~ probably with flat roofs which could be used
* | forsitdng out or for slesping on in hot weather - crowded
% glosely together and with scanty accommodation inside.
- What was important about them was the fact that numerous
. graves were found under their floors, which in the big
i houses was seldom if ever the case; apparently the richer
L7 inhabitants of Alalakh were buried in’ regular cemeteries
Y. outside the city walls whereas the poor, unable to afford
£ the graveyard fees, lald their dead beneath the floors of
. their own houses or in the little courtyards attached to them,
The graves were of the simplest sort. There were no coffins,!
but the body, clothed, was laid in the earth on one side, the
. hands before the face, the knees drawn up slightly in the
. atttude of one asleep; by the shoulder we would find one
.7 or two pins that had fastened the cloak, there would be
_ - finger-rings and perhaps a cylinder seal and, with the
‘' women, beads and amulets at the neck, with children
" knuckle-bones or, rarcly, a clay doll. Apart from such
. personal possessions there were the offerings made to the
" dead, a few clay pots for the food and drink required, and
“ " that was all. Curiously enough there were never any
-~ weapons; cither soldiers were buried elsewhere, or the
. world to which they were going was one in which there
" was no need of arms, There was no rule of orientation -
*the heads might be towards any point of the compass in-
' diseriminately, which implies a certain vagueness of religious

WY

- none of that religious significance which it had in Mesopo-
- ‘famia after the time of the Thicd Dynasty ‘of Ur when jts
\intention was to preserve the uaity of the family; here the

Hnlﬂirslyih cliy jazs for which but a shallow hole

o balief —and the habir of burying under the house floor has .

ason seems to -be economical. Infants were buried - :

L
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_ﬂugwhumﬂtwha convenlent to doso - ngam, i
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there was oo ritual about it, but in these pot-burials the = °
bones were unburnt: cremation was a custom still foreign
to Alalakh.

a 0
L | Metres

" Fig. 16. Level [V Temple Plaw

Scale

It-was almost inevitable that under the Nigmepa dynasty = & &
thecity temple should be reconstructed, and that was indeéd ", ,,
done; but the building was found by us in too ruinous a /0o

state for much to bé said about it. It consisted of an enttance- - l]

i chamber, wide and shallow, with apparently an open porch - = 1‘;
in front of it; the unusually wide doorway is central, and =i+
s
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corresponding to it in the back wall is the doorway of the
1 "sanctuary proper, and in the back wall of that a deep niche
o as If for a statue, The comparative thinness of the walls
“+  shows that the building was of one storey only, but it is
likely that the sanctuary was higher than the intechamber;

a staircase on one side led to the flat roof of either room: in
£ that case it would bear a partial resemblance to ¢ model
vi" .. found at Baisan in Palestine, but this is not sufficient grounds
o idcnufymg the type of worshipfavoured by the dynasty
- of the time. All that we can assert is that the cult of Mithras
'+ wwhich we thought we could distinguish in the preceding
~ petiod had in Level IV been abandoned for something

. quite different, presumably one which would not by its
- Mitanni character offend the Pharaoh to whom the ruling
- family owed its position and, when circumstances required

** allowed us to judge, the foundation of the temple dated to
‘eatly in Level IV and its fabric underwent no change
throug hout the period; it escaped the fire which destroyed
f-l-iqmupu palace and lived on until the Level IIT builders
cut down its walls and used them as fnundiuans for their
owh work.

of buildings which comprised the NE. city gate and
the fortress or citadel. All of these are older thaa the palace
swhich, with its different orientation, upsets the planning of
eastern side of the gateway; all must have been inherited
Nigmepa from his forebearsand they were preserved by
T unt:hangnd but a&ef hln ‘time, thnugh ati]lm the Level

it, professed its devotion. So far as the scanty remains

' Ta the west of the mjrn.lpnln.cc stretched thr. great complex
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: the side walls; immediately inside the tower the earmnces -

passage made a double right-angled turn and then mn on s
4.  for about fifteen yards between one-storey buildings to, s
E debouch on the' parade-ground’ lying in front of the citadel.

-
_.-'".-"\.
1

Fig. 17. Plan of thy Ciladel asd NE. Town Gateof Lew IV .

: ”}.’uhn-l,husgmtthmc-gnmdmwcrhnd&ﬂadmk&p £
ienemy (perbaps because of the weakness inherent in'its

which we have already noted) and the Level Vhwi&g@ :
_pwdbnth here and id the SW, gate of the town
' g.whinh mmwera to connt mnmﬂ:an '
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and wood. Should the attackers succeed in bursting through
the one doorway their rush would be checked by the blank
. wall facing them; slowed down by the double turn they
" . would have to advance in a cramped space, exposed all the
. . time to the fire of defenders manning the roofs on either
- Yside, and at last would emerge from the passage, not more
211" than three abreast (it widened only to cight feet) to meet
1. the whole main force of the gartison deployed freely on the
- parade-ground, While not nearly so imposing a structure,
% the new gateway was far more scientifically designed than
'~ that which it replaced.
: According to the original plan the parade-ground had
been a rectangle measuring rdther more than thirty yards by
twenty, but Nigmepa's palace, encroaching on it, had re-
duced it to an irregular triangle. At the south end of this
was a triple gateway leading into the town proper; the
west side of the triangle was the blank wall of the palace,
the east side was the fagade of the citadel. By this arrange-
ment the military area was entirely cut off from the rest of
- the city; it formed an enclave and could be held against
- civic rebellion as well as against attack from outside, and in
+ peace time when the gates were open anyone passing in or
/' ‘out of the city did so under the supervision of the citadel
¥ guard.
'gm'fh: greater part of the citadel building had disappeared
as a result of the denudation of the mound’s summit, but in
- the NE, section conditions were more favourable and al-
~ though the walls were not standing more than a foot above
- foor level yet the details of the rooms were perfectly clear,
.. The fagade facing on the parade-ground was a double
Wall with intramural chambers of no great size; in the centre
- was the ‘entrance, its two doorways, set not quite in line,

ibout fourteen yardsfrom NW., to SE. (its SW.
fiot' be fourd) surrounded by the fortress

by fine basalt jambs; this led into an lnner court

a:mﬂtmi the range 'on the NW. side .
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were working on a fortress site, to come upon two hrge
rooms of the ‘hall of audience’ type lying side by side,
; communicating with each other and each provided with
' the subsidiary chambers associated with the ‘halls of au-
: dience’ in the royal palaces, Various constructional features
~ walls plastered onc against another, breaks in bond,
etc. — made it obvious that the two rooms were not of the
same date; one was apparently original to the building, i.e,
was a Level V foundation, the other had been added con-
siderably later, and its addition implied a complete re-
modelling of this pact of the citadel. The change had not
been due to the destruction of the old building —at least -
there was no sign of anything of the sort - but must have’
been the adaptation of the building.to a new purpose; = =
when this was done we could not determine with certainty, .~
but it was in the Level IV period, and it was tempting to
connect it with another change whereby the level of the
parade-ground was raised and (so far a5 we could make out,
but the evidence was none too good) its floor carried over -~ 1
the burnt ruins of Nigmepa's palace. In the end the citadel = ©
too was burnt, but it was quite certain that this had nothing i
to do with the conflagration which destroyed the palace |
but oecurred at a much later date, in fact, at the time when .
Level IV ended and Level III took its place; the walls of -
the Level 1 fort come immediately above the ruins of the
Level IV citadel, but where those walls run on over the
Migmepa palace they are separated from it by an inter-
mediate floor-level laid above the burnt ruins, the floor
which I believe to hc contemporary with the :cmoddllng )
" of the citadel, :
; ‘This fact has an important bearing on the history of the -
- period. It is a time unusually well documented, for besides
- the hundreds of tablets found both in the palace and in the =
" rooms at the NW end of the parade-ground (one of which o
" seems to have served 45 an adiinistrative office for'a palace
| functionary) we havé the unique record contained in the -
mﬁubrﬁgmphy of Kifig Tdri-mi, But before dmhng 1:l#‘E':]i’
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the history I must give an account of this, the outstanding

object connected with Level IV,

: When we excavated the Level I temple, which was des-

.. troyedin1194 B.C.bythe great invasion of the Peoples of the

- . Bea, we found its forecourt lictered with objects belonging

“. o the final phase of the building; amongst them was a much

i~ defaced basalt throne, obviously that of a statue. In a room

5. dn the annexe of the temple proper, lying NE. of the court, *
 we found d hole which had been dug into the floor and

. filled with earth and lazge stones (the largest weighing

", nearly a ton and a half) and smoothed over; under the

.~ stones there was a broken statue; the head, which had been

knocked off, was set beside the body together with two

- smaller fragments, one of the beard, the other of & foot;

. -only part of one foot was missing. The statue belonged to :

%" the throne found on the temple flooz, for it fitted exactly :

. ‘into the cut socket and, besides, there is no detail carved on :

-/ those parts of the figure which would be hidden by the

i arms of the throne. We can be sure that the statue was on

“its throne when the temple was destroyed because the

‘breaking of the feet must have resulted from its being

‘knocked violently off its base into ‘which the feet were

-socketted; probably the same blow broke the head off

from the body. After the sack of the temple someone must

‘have crept back and piously collected all that he could find *

-of the figure and hidden jtin a hastily-dug hole in the hope

of recovering it later. But the whole city of Alalakh had

perished utterly and never recovered; the man who had so

cared for Idri-mi never came back; the fallen brickwork of

g temple. walls butied cut of sight the objects strewa
its floor and no man knew of them or sought them

e 'dugﬂ:u:em 1939. An interesting point Is that . -

to.about.1400 B.C. and had been preserved
: after that lapse of time.

"“"Eﬁmu& to salve it. The
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. inclined to think that the statue was prized for its own sake.
J‘ True, as a work of art it possesses little merit — frankly, it is
i comically hideous (PL 12 a) —but it is at least indigenous,
' owingnothing to Egypt or Mesopotamia or any other centre
" known to us; with the single exception of the ram’s head
found in Nigmepa's palace, which should antedate it by
not more than thirty years, it is the oldest piece of sculpture,
from Alalakh; our evidence tends to show that the whole
school of North Syrian att which in later times was to .
produce the sculptured decortion of the Syro-Hittite.
took its rise just about this time - in the Afteenth.
or early fourteenth century — and it is possible that Alalakh
treasured our statue not as a porteait but-as a ‘primitive’, -
. the oldest surviving monument of the loéal school of art,
E The figure is carved in fine white magnesite, Tt was
roughed out with a tubular drill and then smoothed down
with 4 grinder and polished, The king is rt.'.pl:cst:n.md as. -
- gltting, wmppad in a shapeless garment which has no folds -
+ .and does notin any way adapt itself to the form uft.he.'nud?,_'
it is a solid casing, and though it suggests an under tunic
and a fringed cloak it is so schematized as to bear no relation >
to any actual clothes, He wears a high conical head-dress,
"plain and smooth, confined by a simple bandeau; his
whiskers and long beatd are equally plain; his eyebrows -
and eyes are inlaid with black stone which is in startling
" contrast to the extreme whiteness of the magnesite, but oo -
- ‘doubt there was originally a free use of paint-a king’s.
‘beard, for instance, should be elabogately curled, dnd singe.
“here the stone is not worked such: detail must have been-
‘rendered in colour, The whole front of the figure, from th
“cheek to. the skirts of the clothing, is covered h]g A cuaels
“form inscription in 104 lines, :
. Thethrone wuiuﬂ:efomdzqhmhwmgahlghbuﬂ;
25 - and aimis supported by figures of lions, their bodies carved
5'>£nmu;f -tb&h'ﬁﬂds projecting; there seems to have been a-
ety pé i frontof the throne, but that wasm“mdrlll 1
* mﬂ ]Jlou:k I.n-ihu boen I:u:okm nﬂynﬂd lun. L7
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The inscription is an autobiography of the king, It was
written by a scribe named Sharruwa who may have been
one of the ‘elder statesmen’ of the kingdom, for his name
appears on a document of an earlier reign, and here the way
in which he speaks of himself and invokes blessings on his
own head is a piece of self-assertion that could only have
been excused by very high rank, Sharruwa wrote in his own
dialect, possibly with some deliberate archaisms; unfortun-
ately neither the scribe who made the copy for the mason
nor the mason who cut the inscription was very skilful, and

. the text is therefore unusually difficult to read. Mr Sidney
Smith, who published the document, anticipated that many
corrections in the text would be necessary, and there have
been differences of opinion on a number of points, the
most serivus of which calls in queston the actual date of
Idri-mi's reign, whether, that is, it preceded or followed
that of Nigmepa. This depends partly upon the reading
adopted for one name in the inscription,? partly upon the
identity of individuals; in the royal family of Alalakh, as of

" other Syrian states, names tended to reappear in different

generations, so that Nigmepa is the son of Idri-mi and

. father of Ilim-ilimma, while king Idri-mi is the son of Ilim-

- ilimma, and accordingly as one chooses to identify the two

Ydri-mis or the two Ilim-ilimmas the author of our inscrip-

tion becomes the father or the g:nndsnn of the builder of
our pﬂm The philological field is one on which only the

e istic expert can play, but in the historical issue at stake

“the archacological evidence must be given due weight, and
the archacolngical evidence is emphatically and, I think,

- averwhelmingly in favour of Idri-mi being later in date than

T\'{]qupa. As an archaeologist therefore I have no hesitation

in following the lead of Sidney Smith (who bhas himself
ued for the historical ]mﬁﬁmum of his views) and shtll

i }m.i!:,nudsiu;ﬁrum of Mimani; thers -
Mﬁ;—nﬂwﬂnﬁ. with :mfﬁwmn{ m:uhmﬂg'r
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sketch the history of Level IV without further reference to
the lingnistic arguments of his opponents. )

When Thothmes III.established in authority Taku, the
founder of the Nigmepa dynasty, he seems to have made
him overlord of a wider territory than his predecessors had
ruled, Alalakh was the capital of the kingdom of Mukishe,
which comprised at least the northern part of the Amgq
plain and stretched westwards, following the course of the
lower Orontes, to the shores of the Mediterranean; with
this went Ama’u, apparently the rough hill country south
of the Plain; the kingdom of Aleppo and the land of Niya,
the elephant preserve, were joined, not for the first time, to -
Mukishe, and to these Pharach seems to 'have added .

MNuhatsi, the great steppe area south of Aleppo and east of =
the Orontes, The whole formed a really large and import- = -
ant kingdom but one not easily held togethery as long as
Egypt was ready to back its vassal he could command the
obedience of the kinglets ruling his various provinces, but -
without that support he would be hard put to it to maintain
his authority.

The death of Thothmes ITT in airea 1447 B.C. was almost
inevitably the signal for a revolt in Syria, prompted by . pos
Mitanni. But whoever was the king of Alalakh at the time - A
was too conscious of his need of E n help to risk en-,
tangling himself with such duuhnﬁﬁrpt:s as Mitanni, and
so when Amenhotep II, having routed the enemy sour.h of - i i
the Orontes, advanced to Niya the town opened its gates to.

..... himand the townspeople cheered him from the walls, It was
.+ during his reign that Nigmepa came to the throne. He was
- * undoubtedly a member of the royal house but he does not. -
claim for his father Idri-mi the title of king, so that he may-
- have been a nephew of the ruler who had remained faithful
to Pharaoh; and he in his turn continued to acknowledgea =+
. formal allegiance to Egypt to the extent that Egyptian sym-
g bl:‘-ls appear on the royal seal (PL 14 a). But it can have (= %
been little more than a form, The temple which he built for e
';ﬁ:m;:_ivjr’: god was notindeed of the Mitanni type, butequally =&
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it was not Egyptian, and a real vassal of Pharaoh would have
been obliged to propitiate the gods of the Nile, The fact was
that Egyptian suzerainty in North Syria had become a very
shadowy thing while the power of Mitanni was steadily on
the increase — so much so that in about 1420 ».c. Thothmes
IV asked for the daughter of Artatama, the Mitanni king, '
in' marriage and concluded a formal alliance with bim,
Nigmepa certainly had to walk delicately. Since his titles
make no mention of Aleppo we may deduce that the sub-
kingdom had become independent; indeed, he may have
succeeded to no more than the old kingdom of Mukishe,
and it is in that capacity, as ‘king of the city-state Alalakh’
that he signed a teeaty with Ie-Mermer “king of the city-
state Tunip’, recorded on & tablet which we found in the
palace ruins ; Tunip lay immediately to the south of Mukishe,
and Nigmepa was apparently trying to strengthen his posi-
tion. One tablet, describing the elevation of a citizen of
- “Alalakh to.a social rank which enjoyed a Hurrite name,
. mentions the Mitanni gods in a form which might imply
direct submission to Mitanni; on the other hand another
- tablet, 4 résumé of a law-suit, describes how one Irib-khazi,
4 subject of Nigmepa, brought an action against Nigmepa
before Shaushshatar king of Mitanni claiming to be a
- ¢itizen of Hanigalbat and therefore Shaushshatar’s subject,
' but Nigmepa won the case and Irib-khazi had to return to
@wmm,mhnmtb:micxnfﬂhhkhnniﬂmhs
independence and is confirmed in it, Sidney Smith states
definitely that Nigmepa was a vassal of Shaushshatar,
should sather believe that he contrived to hold the
billance between the Pharach and the Mitanni king, each it
whom probably was flattered to consider himself his
in; biit he was sufficiently successful in his diplomacy
able to build himself a new palace which, though
7 royal scale, watlmm:ubmﬁ: :
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- “was 1o extend the boundaries of his kingdom so as to in-
Y clude both Aleppo and Niya, which his father had neyer -
~ . governed. How he managed to do this we do not know,
i{ but it cannot have been by conquest becanse he could never .-
- have made headway against the Hurri confederacy of which
Artatama of Mitanni was now the head, and Aleppo was
itself a Hurri state, In one of the Atchana tablets there is
evidence that he was a vassal of the Hueri; it is tempting to
‘agsume that he had taken advantage of the treaty between
Artatama and Thothmes IV for his own aggrandizement—~ .
“ | Egypt was relinquishing its claims on norcthern Syria and
- Mitanni was to be the Great Power; but the faithful setvant
.., of Pharach could not shift his allegiance except at a prme, !
#.  andas for the profession of vassalage, ‘Paris vawt la messd’ I0
+ any case, Ilim-ilimma could call himself ‘King of Aleppe’,
and to his father’s house at Alalakh he could add a building
as big again in which to conduct the business of his wider *
realm.
When in 1938 and 1939 we excavated the Level v
~ palace we had no hesitation at all in saying that its destruc- -
. tion had been due to a revolt of the inhabitants, It had been’
buzat thotoughly and uniformly; Ilim-ilimma’s new build- |
¢+ ing, upumbed from the old as it was by a double waan.aﬂ i
the kitchen wing, which had no inside communication with' * &
the palace proper, had suffered equally and at the same 0
time, There were no bodies found, which looked as if thete :
had been no defence. The treasures of the upper rooms had:
; uruiniy been looted, and thearchives had so faras possible =
B bua_nrmv&dtusafcty wh:chtbnmﬂmmigh:wellﬂp e
‘seeing that all sorts of title-deeds and legal documents ©:
‘general interest would have been kept in the palace, though'
fﬂw semoval seems’ to. have bam an nﬂ:m:thaug]:.t“ bug ;-

Apﬂtmrmlﬁlutheuchiwm,poumrl‘ﬂ* s
rt 3 sorting; @ few had been dropped on the way out of the build-
o i whole set were found togethiee in the forecoust, appareatly o
i h&wﬂﬁhplmwﬂumw@rmﬁumﬂ
"&mr-gnrtbmlrcibpi&rhmtm e Wicy £
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there had been no disturbance of the domestic quarters not
any salvage; judging by appearances the fire had been started
simultaceously in several places, and the servants had at
least not been taken by surprise, So far as we know, fo
other building in the city was burat at the same time; des-
troction was concentrated on and confined to the royal

palace,
Our conclusion was fully confirmed by the text of the

resulted in the death of Uim-ilimma, and when Idei-mi did
recover his kingdom he had to build a palace for himself,
presumably because that of his father no longer existed,
Sidney Smith points out that the death of Artatama may
have tempted Hlim-ilimma to try to shake off the yoke of
Mitanni. Since Aleppo, where the revolt started, was tra-
ditionally a Hurri centre any action against the Mitanni was
“sure to be unpopular there; but even in Mukishe the North
Syrian element had -always been the strongest and its
- citizens can have had little sympathy with, Egypt, so that
"'~ there too the king"s policy was bound to meet with opposi-
.| . tion. Artatama’s successor, Shutarna, can have had no
teouble in sticring up open rebellion against his disaffected
vassal, \

Idri-mi seems to have been in Alalakh when the news
- reached him of the outbreak at Aleppo and (probably)of his

. father’s murder and, guessing that the trouble would spread,
. he with the whole of the royal family fled south along the
- ‘Orontes to a city called Emar, which had been part of his
. .mother's dowry. This would seem to have bean the occasion

" of the burning of the Allakb palace. But at Emar he found
=+ that his brothers, each of whom, according to custom, was
f snt of 4 city-state, were now in favour of a pro-Mitanni

y mot to’ be trusted; 50 T took to me my horse

Idri-mi inscription. There war a revolt, which apparently

y-and although they did not openly turn against him

ot and my squiré and went up thence. I tra- B
ste land and entered among the warriors who '
him, m}.ﬁin wy aova::d n’hﬂ.ﬂnf, I qmlt the
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THE NIQMEPA DYNASTY' :
night; the next day I departed and went to the land of "~
Canaan. In Canaan I approached the city of Ammia, In @
Ammia dwelt sons of the city of Aleppo, sons of the lands
Mukishe and Niya and warriors of the land '‘Ama’u; they
saw me, and behold, I was the son of their lord, and verily -
they assembled against me. Accordingly I led all my com-
panions away and I abode among the *Apiru-wartiors for
seven years’. The prince was of course hoping to put him-
self under the protection of Pharach, hence his flight to the.
south country, but he dared stop nowhere where there
were men from his own land; to them he was ‘the son of.
his father’ against whom they had rebelled, and though
Ammia was still directly subject to Egypt Egyptian contrel -
was not strong enough to guarantee his safety. It is interest-
ing that he should have found refuge with a Hebrew tribe
settled in the extreme north of Canaan (north of whatwasto =
be the area of Asher and Zebulon) several generations be-
fore the time when Joshua invaded the country from the
south, '
For seven years Idei-mi remained in exile, consulting the ©
oracles,! and at last the omens proved favourable. He does .~
not explain what they were. We have to remember that his = &
autobiogrhphy was composed many years later and under
very different conditions and he had to be careful how
he expressed himself; he prudently says nothing about -~ o
Egypt, but evidently he learnt during his exile that Egypt
was a bruised reed and that his only hope lay in submission.
to the Mitanni overlord. He wrotetherefore to Shutarna ‘the
mighty king, king of the wartiors of the Hurri-land’ isklng

1. Hum?mdnmufmmmdm 1 examined the in-
testines of lambs,” Sidney Smith comments that omens from bisds were' |
. ‘common among the Hittites (a letter found at Atchana probably refety .
: mhlmhkeptfu::hnpurpm}mditwmldmthﬂm:humm'

' u regular part of statecraft in Syria as in Rome (the haruspicer): On
14 d s figared a clay model of animal Intestines found at Atchana:
{Imtl‘v"i’_l it is divided into squaces in which are marked and

i) 1kajrfonh=rﬂdlrigbfom=m&umlhuh‘lmuhﬂm :

-'lhfﬁh,'iﬂng]dﬂmlprmmblyuwdnmdnlafﬁcm .
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to be received back into favour;! ‘our word seemed good
to the kings of the warriors of the Hurri-land’ and the con-
ditions were duly drawn up in writing and the appropriate
sacrifices were performed and ‘then I became King’, He
built ships and embarked his troops and spproached the
. land Mukishe by sea - i.e. he landed at his own harbour at
- the mouth of the Orontes, the modern al Mina at the foot
o of Mt Kasios, 'in front of the mountain’, as he puts it, and
- ‘oxen and sheep came up before me in token of friendship,
-+ andkept on coming. As oneman the lands Niya, Ama'n, and
."" - Mukishe and the city Alalakh, my capital, turned back to
"' me’; his brothers too wete reconciled and were confirmed
- - by him in their governments. This general welcome of-a
1%+ king who had so long been proscribed resulted of course
from the knowledge that Shutarna approved of his return;
- but nothing is said of Aleppo, which had formed part of
©Ilim-ilimma’s kingdom; that was now lost, and its loss

_must have been one of the conditions laid down by Sutarna.
other condition must have bound Idri-mi to play a
. definite part in 3 wat between the Huirri and the Hittites of
; atolia who at this-moment, just before the accession of
. Subbiluliuma, were disorganized and more or less at their
- enemies’ mercy. But the inland States of the Hurri con-
federacy were separated from Hatti-land by the Taurus
-range and could only attack along the lines of the few
‘passes, which were likely to be stubbornly held; the king of
_ was the only one able to make  flank attack becanse -
- hth ‘bad access to the sea and a harbour and ships of =
.h.ls. own; moreover, holding the Bailan Pass, he could use =
‘the coastal road that runs from Alexandretta to the Cilician ' 8

ain. On the shores ofthagmrﬂulftherewer:smn. :
Qhﬂhﬂu{a, sma.ll foﬂ:ﬂad ﬁuwnt Thc;q’ uy:s Idﬂ:r
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mi, T plundered, The land of Flat#e did not assemble,-and
they did not march against me; what I would, that I did.
I carried off their portable property . . . their trade goods e
and their personal possessions, and divided them up among - *
my garrison troops, the officers my brethren and the officers
< .1 maintain; together with them I myself took my share. i
** Then I returned to the land Mukishe and entered the city
Alalakh, my capital. With the portable goods and the mat- |
. erial acquired, with the trade goods and the house- -
hold goods which I had ordered to be sent south from ™~
‘the land Haite, 1 had a house built. I made my throne .
exactly like the thrones of the kings, the officers my state -
servants like the state servants of the kings, my sons like .
their sons; and I made the officers of my court to be as
their court,
I have described above how the citadel of Alalakh was '-____;_
remodelled in the later part of the Level IV period, after.
the destruction of the palace of Nigmepa, that the rebuild- ¥
ing gave it very much the air of a palace, and that the old |
palace site seems to have been left vacant, floored over as ¢
"% part of the parade-ground in front of the citadel. This
accords very well with the Idri-mi autobiography; his:
- fathet’s palace had gone, and he builds a new one; the dates
- therefore fit. But Idd-mi makes it clear that his new Work
. differed from the old —it was an out-and-out. lmlthﬁou;
“'the palaces of his brothes kings of the Mitanni conféderacy.
. Nigmepa had been content with building what was :
" buta large private house in the best residential qu
e ‘was primus inter pares rather than monarch. Iim-
had added to that, but still lived among# his people
when they fose t hirit the House was defenceless. ‘_It
- looks as if Tdd- ng;;:; ed hislesson, and used the. .ﬁt
of the Hittite towns fiot to rebuild the house of
fathers but m*nssurlrhis own- ﬂfutr h:weuld‘
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The changing political conditions of the time are aptly
illustrated by the pottery.
At Yorghan Tepe, the site of an ancient city called Nuzu,

5
Fig. 18, Examples of Negn Potiery

T . s;qh.’(a:.b is near Kirkuk, east of the tiver Tigrls, there was
an _d apa;;.q:]};ut}pc of painted pottery dated by the tablets
3 ik with it to. the period ifea X450-1350 B.C,,
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Shaushshatar king of Mitanni. At Tell Brak on the upper <

Khabur river the same pottery is introduced suddenly, =

probably about the time when Shaushshatar is in power.

This pottery then, of which the distinguishing feature is a

decoration in opaque white paint on a black- or brown-

painted ground, can be taken as a sort of hall-mark of

Mitanni influence. At Atchana one fragment and possibly a

- second occurred late in the Level V period, Le. just before

the time of Nigmepa. Two or three sherds could be dated

to the time of Ilim-ilimma, for they were in the trench dug

for the foundations of his addition to the palace, In the last " - .
phase of Level IV, after the destruction of the palace, it -

oceurs freely; it is common in Level ITT and miost abundant

in Level II (by that time it had become a local productyand =

is completely absent from Level I. The meaning of this is -
quite clear. The pottery was invented in the East shortly

before the time of Nigmepa and a few examples of the

novelty filtered in to Alalakh by way of trade. Nigmepa = -~ 77

was a contemporary of Shaushshatar, and had he really been

a vassal of the Mitanni king the distinctive pottery would

have been as common at Alalakh in his time as it appears to

have been at Brak — and Nuzu — but the fact that not a sin g'lr.

sherd was found shows how well he maintained his in-

dependence. Ilim-ilimma’s eatly concessions to the Mitanni
power exphin the casual occurrence of fragments of the

ware early in his reign, but it is significant that at the time -

of his death of all the thousands of clay vessels in the royal

palace only thirteen were of the Nuzu type, whereas the:

ivory unguent-pots were in the Egyptian style; but that the

. ware should be common in the post-palace phase of Level L

© IV is a testimony to Idri-mi's nuhmmsmn to the Mitmﬁ!
- overlords. : koL
" Idri-mi had reigned for thirty years when he cumd the’q.- ;

_'insuipunn to be engraved on his statue, and the occasion'of

his 's0 doing was his handing over of power to. his sod,

Adad-nirari, The reign that had begun so badly had on the

i 'whnl& bé:n at least superficially successful; there had bbeh -J:
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no wars after that one profitable raid on the Hittite hathour
‘towns, for with peace established between Egypt and
Mitanni the vassals of Shutarna had no foes to meet. The .
main activity on which the king of Alalakh could base his
claim to greatness was that he had settled on the land the
‘Sutu, the nomad Bedouin, who had been the unstable
. elementinhis kingdom; it may have beenanact of gratitude, )
¢ - for some of the tribe had befriended him in the days of his - 2
- ‘exile, ot it may have been political foresight, for people with
/. astake in the country were more likely to be useful subjects
/. than were tent-dwellers who could pack up their goods
' -and melt away at the first signs of trouble, *So’, he says, T
established my land’. He had built fortresses of the ancestral
typeand he had been punctilious in all religious obseevances;
now he either abdicated in favout of Adad-nitari or associ- [}
ated the young man with himself as joint roler (the langua
.- which he uses is ambiguous); ‘in my tarn I handed on éc
" trust to the management of my son'.
. The.old king was well advised, It was about the year
1385 B.C. and heavy clouds were gathering on a horizon £
which’ for thisty years had been clear. The Hittites in
dg,ﬂqﬂl. old enemics of the Hurri, had been for a genera- ' &
on under an eclipse. They had been defeated by Mitanni ¢
'“and even Alalakh had been able to loot their cities with -1
. impusity; so ill had things gone with them that their king,
-~ Tudkhalia ITI, was at last assassinated by his own son and %
throne was left free to a really capable and energetic &
mummh ‘When Idsi-mi retired Subbiluliuma had been in
wer for only two years or so, but already he had con~ -
on and was preparing to take the offen-
beth. Syria, & campaign mbcwasﬂl as much
*gfame ofnma.thoughw :mfamam
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Mmanm, and the Hittite army marched southwards through
the passes of the Taurus, The Mitanni forces were defeated, |
but,that was only the beginning, To the kings of -the
Syrian city-states it was obvious enough that Subbiluliuma -
envisaged the conquest of the whole country and that thni;_-

own turn would come very soon; no p'a.bchad-up alliance of

the states could make headway against the invader and
‘piecemeal they would fall an easy prey; in their despair they == 5

. bethought themselves of their old suzerain and appealed to. 4
Pharach. In the diplomatic correspondence found at Tell: ¢1 _-“"‘ )
: Amarna in Egjrpt the archives of Pharaoh’s Foreign Office,
‘“  the situation is made manifest, The king of Qatna, (in .§~ 9
central Syria) writes to Amenhetep IIT: ‘O my lord; even.¢ %

as I bear love unto the king my lord, s0 also do the king of. "' 7
Nuhaddi, the king of Ni-i (Niya), the king of Zinzarand the
#  Iking of Tunanat, Vetily all these kings belong to the party
of my Im:d, are vassals of thine’, Qatna, not far from Kndﬁh,'- .

really was in the BEgyptian zone, but Nub%#i and Niya had -
lonig ceased to bear allegiance to the Pharaoh; the king of
Qatna is therefore tactfully acting as intermediary for the
northern kingdoms! which were more immediately threat
ened, But Amenhetep III was an old man who towards the

close of a peaceful sreign was wholly immersed in the display
of his, magnificence, in the building of temples and the
. celebration of court functions; there was 00 question of his
Lk u.ud:rrﬂung a foreign campaign. He 'might send a few
‘. troops into Syria when the appeals of his vassals the A
gtew more and more urgent, but they wece ﬂnlycnauglfﬁp‘ Seniiia
v gtave off intecnal disorders, qmte lnaufﬁniint to- stop: 'E& AN
- advance of the Hittites. Then dleﬂ 1375 BG)
-~ and was succeeded by the impractical ated
who cared little for Egypt and not at al.l for Syris; Sub-
; a, with qﬁul w:.‘mbtnﬂi ‘Wroté to congral

ﬂpnllhmaf'iﬂr
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' canidentify as the son of Idsi-mi, wrote himself to Pharach

~~+  (whether Amenhetep IIT or Akhenaten is not clear) pro-
. ‘testing his devotion and begging for help. He reminds

Pharach how Thothmes III had enlarged the kingdom of v

his own ancestor Taku and guaranteed his kingship; now j
the Hittites are threatening all those who were of the party |
of the king of Egypt. A suzerain who expects loyalty from |

57 his subjects must himself be loyal to them; Verily, if my.
~ lord will not agree to going out, then let my lord send as
messenger one member of his council with his soldiers and
with his chariotry’. The cry fell upon deaf ears; no troops
were sent, and the Hittites were given a free hand, Adad-
nicari died, presumably, and Takuwa succeeded him as
King of Mukishe just as matters came to a head, In about
the year 1370 5., Subbiluliuma advanced in force and drove
Dusheatta from the throne of Mitanni, and with the disap-
pearance of Mitanni no organized resistance by the Syrian
. states was possible. ‘T overpowered the land of Aleppo’,
 boasts the Hittite king, ‘and the land of Mukishe. Takuwsa,
. the king of the city of Niya, came back to the Jand of
*  Mukishe to my presence, saying “Peace”.’ Takuwa had
" probably moved the whole of his forces into the most
* eastern province of his kingdom to join the muster of the
. wvassal States summoned by Dushratta of Mitanni to resist
the Hittites, who had crossed to the east side of the
" Buphrates; but he had taken no part in the fighting, Hear-
. +ing that Subbiluliuma had croshed Dushratta and then,
turning west again, had captured Aleppo and was now
actually encamped in Mukishe, Takuwa lefthis atmybehind -
nd hurtied home to make terms with the conqueror; his
of ‘Peace’ meant unconditional surrender. But his
wmnatpmpami to auhn'dtsatnmdy In the reas

h,mﬂmt&u Iind hhy:und thamtjr Miya hostile and re- -
of the chief aobles. They re-united with Akia
iklitu’ (a town on the Buphrates) ‘together with =
eﬂiﬂﬂ! ir d_iﬁff*’fhtzy xcfnftlﬁﬁd th:r.‘.u]?:.,.t
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bnttl:withthegmtking.thnkhguftheknﬂlju&“
great king, the king of the land Hatti, overpowered them
at Arakhtu, Akia, king of the land Arakhtu, Akit-Teshup
the brother of Takuws and those chief nobles, all of them, -
heﬂokp.doune:,heordm&thmmhuukmmﬂmhn&:
Hattl’. =
Thtwthemdofmlfnlﬂ.
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Alalakh under the Hittites
Levefe TH and IT

L]

WaEN, in 1938, we excavated the palace of Nigmepa we

‘ found our task much complicated by the character of the '}
" ruins that overlay it. Close-set walls, or rather wall-founda- - =
. . tions, ran across the whole of the western area of the palace; =
. theyawere from eight to sixteen feet thick, their lower
'~ foundations Were of stone — boulders, heavy limestone
" gubble, and slabs of basalt from the ruins of older buildings
~ =and above that a solid mass of mud-brickwork black in
colour but flecked with sceaps of white lime, crumbly and
difficult to distinguish from mere soil, the whole, brick and
" store together, measuring as much as twelve feet in height, .~ =
| e "I!hf.- builders had cut their foundation-trenches down to &

an.lyfuur ot five feet above those ﬂoon, but as soon as
q“ thntwwdhmth:splmmunthﬂn the rooms, as
.. they appear upon the plan — were filled in solidly with brick
2 ﬂwfmthuﬁ?afﬁﬁtithuhmwdﬂdnmnfthn;

: weathered away and what we laid bare at
ren hum@&ﬁmmﬁhﬂckwmk,t-
constructional detail at all, Only
Hrmuld we wi
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level, The building in fact had been raised, by the filling-in
of its lower part, on a solid base,

The SE. wall, fronting on the city, was provided with
great square buttresses set at regular intervals, and this
feature, together with the enormous strength of thr. whole
structute, showed it to be a fortress, and although the

Fig, 19, Plawof thy Fortrocsof L IIT . | ;

: mdtncewsmthn:muugiblclfnltmuﬁr.dln usnrtmgthat :
it had been erected in the Level 11T period and continued
: in use throughout the period of Level 11,
" Wherever, -in later seasons, we. dug to the west of th:
Nigmepa palace we encountered more walls of the same
- aystem; the fortress covered the whole of the NW. end o
the city: .Annuﬂy we pever found its limits, except for
on stretch of wﬂltug on the Nﬁ.r but. thgpm :of!h
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by 260 feet (Fig. 19); it was by very much the largest
building discovered at Atchana. A ground-plan without

/" hint as to the communications between the rooms and

- therefore as to their use; one could distinguish a staircase
. and, with tolerable certainty, open courts or light-wells;
. butthe only rooms whose character was definite were three,

~ - raise the floors but they were entirely taken up by huge
tecra-cotta jars sunk almost to their rims in the ground (PL
135 b); these rooms were really cellars in which were
stored the provisions of the garrison, and although they
were in-use thronghout the Level II period the lay-out was
original and even the store-jars (which, being buried, would
last indefinitely) probably belonged to Level ITI, Over the
. whole area the evidence confirmed our original view that
" the building was a fort and that it dated from the Level I
' . period; it was indeed one of thetwo main public buildings
_ wthich determined the character of the Level.
~ ' The other building was the temple. The Level IV temple
s hldb:mmzr.dmd the stumps of its walls were used as
_foundations for the new work; but this was on very differ-
ent lines so far as its internal arrangements were concerned,

-
o

: walls followed identical lines. As in the fort, so in the temple,
. the lower part was filled in solidly with brickwork to a
- height of six and a half feet; it could therefore be entered

building which we did éxcavate measured no less than 260

any doorways is a disappointing thing in that it gives no

in the south corner, in which there was no brick filling to

.. though- it stood on precisely the same spot and its outer ~

' only by an external staircase. The interior was divided bya
wcross-wall into two unequal parts, at the back (i.e, on the
- INW, side) a wide and shallow chamber, in the front pact
golid brickwork at the suuth mmﬂ' mﬂ then a very narrow o

Al , implylng that the
t. To the frontof
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way there was a brick altar standing in a courtyard foored
with fine white cement.

This cement floor helped us greatly in the restoration of
the building, for it continued under the portico right up to
the front wall of the temple proper and into the recess at
the NE. end of the portico but not into the SW. recess; it

10
i Mrtres

Fig. z0. Planof the Leval XII Temple

stopped abruptly on the line of the face of the SW, jamb of =

the triple doorway, and in its stead we found only packed . -
rubble. This therefore was the position of the stairs leading:
up to the temple; they filled that SW, recess and then turded
to the right through a doorway in the temple wall-and,

given the sormal gradient of an Alalakh stair, would by = ¢

ther have reached exactly the level of the temple floot In-

- wside the door there was a small lobby with, faciog ong, &

doot, leading to the chamber at the back of the buildings.
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_the long and narrow ‘passage’ to the right of the lobby was
- asecondstaircase by which one mounted to the upperroom.
Undoubtedly the temple was a tower-like structure two
storeys high and the real sanctuary was in the upper storey.
% The forecourt in which the altar stood had on oné sidea
-portico or colonnade behind which there was apparently
. 'an outer court. Its SE, limits we never found, for it had
-+ been completely denuded, but on the NE, there was a
- second sanctuary not unlike the first but orientated in the
¢ preverse direction. Its entrance was in the N'W. wall where g
" wide doorway divided by a central pier led into a paved °
- roomin the middle of which was a brick heatth; on the loft
<, was a flight of stairs which turned to the tight and then to

" the right again, against the back wall of the building, to = &
. reach an upper chamber. Obviously in this case also the &
. important toom was in the upper storey and the ground-
'". fidor chamber served some minor ritual purpose, P

- A fairly close analogy with this temple building is given ¢
0 by one, admittedly of much later date but probably con- g
* . forming to a traditional pattern, at Carchemish; thereisa
‘eolimned portico, a triple entrince-door, a single ground- - 4
or chamber and, at the back of it, a staircase leading up g
"1 to'the second storey. The resemblance suggests that thisis .3
& the general type of the Hittite building, the ‘Hilan?’, which
.50 took the fancy of the Assyriads; the Hilani was a
. religious building and it contained an upper chamber for j

-special use of the king, presumably the chamber where
h.il_mdfﬂﬁtmd mmﬂm. I hﬂve a]rudy suggem-,d ﬂ:mt e
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temple was not destroyed by fire whereas the Level I
temple was, the tablet can safely be atteibuted to Level TII.
The interest of the tablet lies not so much in-ts contentas
in its character, for it is of a type which is peculiarly Hittite
and has never before been found outside the Hittite capital,
Bogazkdy, itself; its occurrence therefore at an outlying -
non-Hittite centre such as Alalakh is remarkable, o

In Level IIT we find for the frst time bullae, Hittite mlq
in the form of a flattencd sphere with a.hieroglyphic la~ -
scription on either face; these were the personsl seals t:-f
individuals, Hittite officials living at Alalakh. A mtﬂn
number of tablets were found, and these tdo point to a

“  change in the racial origin at least of the upper stratum of
society; not only do new forms of propet names appeas, but
the titles of the social classes have a different dialectical”
form; moreover in a series of dockets listing the distribn--,
tion nf grain the Babylonian or Assyrian month-names. are
now used for the first time at Alalakh and the measures are
different from those employed in Level IV, .

These archacological facts can be mnsht&d 1I1 terms a;E._.-:
political history.

Alalakh had surrendered to Subbiluliuma, He was nota
all the kind of man to indulge in destruction for destruc-
tion's sake as did the Assyrian conquerors, but he must

- bave been seriously annoyed by Akit-Teshup’s attempt to

* renew the war and he must also. hmmkani‘:na mnﬂg‘_.j

i _
0 h&ﬂ&m thﬂﬂmqgm mﬁmbm mnmm_ i '
F;m;b}ﬁlt ﬂl#h‘-‘ﬂﬁ fortress (which Prﬁmﬂn? '

i -_gwmm}fu dominatc the elty. He sebult
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giving it a Hittite character, and for the use of its priests he
. had sent from Bogazkdy, his capital, special tablets, as if he
proposed to make Alalakh a Syrian centre of the Hittite
religion. He brought in Hittite officials for the conduct of
_ goveinment and saw to it that government business was
transacted on the technical model of his administration at
| home. We know that Subbiluliuma installed his son as king
. of Aleppo. We do not know whether Mukishe was in-
- eludedin that kingdom (which is likely enough) in which case
it may have been directly under the king’s son; but if not,
"+ thers would almost certainly have been a Hittite governor
responsible either to- Aleppo ot to Bogazkdy; the Hittite
government staff must have served under a Hitdite chief.
¢ Alalakh had lost its independence; but against the ob-
* vious proofs of a foreign administration being imposed
e upnn the city we have one curious archaeclogical fact.
- Apart from the imported objects such as seals which would
_only be used by the alien officials and from the written
documents of which they were the authors there is no sign
|- of any change in the lives and habits of the citizens. The
- most marked feature of the period is that the painted Nuzu
& which had been coming into fashion towards the
- ‘end of Level IV now becomes the main ‘laxury ware’ of
' every private house. This pottery, as we have seen, was by
¢ © . origit Mitanni and was introduced to Alalakh in the time of
= the Mitanni suzerainty; it was indeed a symbol of the suze-
. rain power. It was now being manufactured locally by the
- Alalakh potters, but one cannot believe that its origin was 1/
. forgotten; its astonishing popularity during the Hittite .4
| period looks very much like an act of bravado, flauntingin
'gﬂmﬁw of the conqueror the emblem of the mal sentiments -
= gﬁ&'ﬂpmple. Side by side with the Nuza pottery there was
still ﬂﬂvm the: 'Whitu Slip ware whfch is so common in (8
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local painted pottery which suggest that an attempt was i
even made to revive the ancient ceramic tradition which . .
had been so strong a thousand years before, There is = =
certainly nothing to suggest a revolution in the civil lifeof =~ %
the state, and if the evidence be but scanty —as it is —that =~ 7.
is because the period was a very short one. The templeand 1
the fort are outstanding monuments, but there is little else” '
that is individual, and the private houses are generlly =
those of Level IV maintained in continuous occupation or, -
if they were built in the Level IIT period, they continued, =
like the fort, to be used in the succeeding age. The building: 48
remains convinced us that only a ghort lapse of time was, - )
represented and conclusive evidence that such was indeed .1':--
the case was given by the imported pottery of Level II,
some of which could be dated to the middle of the four-
teeath century ».c. Level ITI therefore should fall Eerwnch
1370 and about 1350 B.C. :
, This date, based on purely archacological widcnnq,. :
agrees well with what we know of the history of the timé&l -2
In or about the year 1347 the great king Subbiluliuma died.
The son who succeeded him died a few weeks later md_ :
another son, Mursilis IT, ascended the throne. At once the ¢
newly-won provinces of the Hittite Empire revolted am:l.lt- Lty
" took seven years of hard fighting to bring North Syria back s
to its allegiance. Carchemish and Aleppo were both in~
vol‘mdm the rebellion in spite of the fact that zhcjrhid hﬁql :
- governed by the sons of the Great King; and the
of Aleppo was certain to be followed by Alalakh. The di
affection which had advertised itself by the use of Nuzu
pottery now found full vent; to the rising of the peopll
against their forelgn masters we can attribute'the b :
- of the Level III temple, the monument of the Hl’mu-.
" vistory. .
£s - 'The revolt, in the end, falled: Munﬂ.wrawvc:eiiﬂl i
i+ and installed his ncphew as governor, and must.
* . ‘have fallen at the same time, Probably it surrendered .
’;_:e ~soon as m more puwa:ﬁ:.l nughbau.t hm:l hw:i mptnrc&* p
Sk
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. there ate no signs of wanton destruction in the rcside;nt;ﬂ
i quarters of the town such as there Wwould have been had it
' succumbed to an enemy attack. The war of independerice
' had been an interlude and now the former régime was
- restored; for the ordinary citizen it was little more than a
*-change of government, and domestic life went on much as
* before, Judging from what we could learn of Level II the
. niéw government was liberal in its views and interfered as -
- little as might be with the private concerns of its subjects, = <]
" A new temple was built on the site of that of Level III,
but it had nothing Hittite about it; it was a one-storey i
building much more like those which had stood here in the 3
old days of independence. The Hittite levels of sanctuary
- and courtyard remained virtoally the same — there had been
. 'no such lapse of time as would result in a rise of the ground- v
- levels—but the former portico was now incorporated in
the building; it was walled atross and filled in flush with
'l.in:. h]gh floor of the sanctuary and instead of the internal e
staircase there was now a flight of steps in the thickness of
meﬁthﬂwﬂtﬁamadmmyglﬂngmma !
: like entrance-hall! Facing the steps there was a
| doorway With a central column (this had disappeared, but  ©
“ the mark of it could be seen on the stode slabs of the thres-
" hold) which led into the antechamber overlying the staic- * ¢
: of the Hittite building; in the back wall of this there &
¢ two doors belonging to two rooms which together |
torresponded to the old sanctuary; it seéms evident thata -
change ﬁfﬂmﬂhadbamlutxndumdmﬂth;t:mpln wWas -
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not kaow, for whatever was there had been eompletely -

denuded, but since there is a temple annexe here in Level T *
there was probably somiething of the same sort in Level I,
Pethaps then, as later, thete was kept here the statue of

ln:ihg Idrl-ml. whlt:h had.beuu spucd bj fm' canuea]td{:!ﬁm :
 the Hittite conquerors and under the milder régime of
Tevel T1 could safely be reinstated by the plous citizen:

Eﬂh.lnl thete was an annexe to the NW. efthetﬂnplu;jmw '_
ﬂﬂ:lc.;' later .p,nd -abntted somewhat :dmﬂ? M‘? at o
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was actually cut back to make room for it; not enough of it
survived to give us a proper idea of its character but it was
plainly a cult building and in its north corner we found the
i remains of a cupboard (only the chamfered skirting of its
U walls was left) in which had been kept objects belonging to
the temple treasury. One of them was a lapis-lazuli figurine

of a goddess, originally entriched with gold, which was
purely Mesopotamian in its type and in its workmanship;
' there was a splendid vase of blue paste, imitation lapis-
200 Jazuli, with a handle moulded in the form of a couchant
. lion; there were fragments of vessels of variegated glass,

. the so-called Phoenician glass, of quite exceptional quality,
2 human figurine carved in bone, bone inlay - the head and
wings and tail from a wooden unguent-box in the form of
a duck, a human head in glazed frit, etc, My first and nagural
impulse was to accept these various objects as illustrating

. the art of the day, but they do not necessarily do anything
.- of the sort. A fragment of a blue paste bowl with its handle
'« moulded in the form of a couchant Jion, a companion picce
. to the vase just mentioned, was found by us in Level VI
~and could definitely be dated to that petiod, and it is diffi-
cult to belieye that 400 years later a craftsman should have
‘- " - produced in the same material a vase so similar in style; it
"~ ' 'is much mowe probable that the vase also was made in the
“Level VI period and preserved in the temple treasury for

- four centuricsy We are not surprised to see amongst the
- treasures of a modern cathedral objects which piety has
. preserved there for 500 years and more, and in this respect
uman nature has changed not at all. In a temple at Ur at
“end of the Late Babylonian petiod the statue of the
dess had a necklace some of the beads in which were of
Sugunid time, fifteen centuties before; that was perhaps

_m;,butthepmum:iamgeneml that wheee an {
; : e .

e
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the more interesting they are as proving the continuity of =~ =
the cult tradition and the religious care with which ex sotes = = &
might be safeguarded,

- This conservatism has preserved for us some of the archi-
tectural decomation of the Level II temple. Invariably the: 50
ruins that we find are disappointing in the picture that they = =
give of the original building. We unearth only the founda- .
tions or, at most, the stumps of walls, and where the build-
ing material is ‘mud-brick these have necessarily a very
beggarly appearance. What we have to remember is that
the mud-brick walls are the constructional core; whatever =
decoration the orlginal building possessed was applied "+
decoration. The actual surface of the walls would have been .
concealed by frescoes (for which we had evidence in the
palace of Yarim-Lim) or by panels of cedarwood; these
have naturally petished. But there were other forms of

" decoration which, in so-far as they were removable, would
either be carried off if city and temple were captured byan
enemy or piously taken over for a new building if such
were designed to replace the old. The Level I temple in-its
latest phase was adorned with basalt sculptures of lions all. -
of which ‘were broken and imperfect, damaged figures re-

“used in spite of the damage; as a fragment of one of them
was discovered in the foundations of the earliest phase of
the Level I temple it is obvious that the lions belong to.
Level II'at least, and tay even be eaclier (in which case;
thc}rwnuldauﬂhﬁvﬁbeeuumdm:hn[melﬂ lt-.]-.'

. The lions are all corner-stones; they stood at the an
the masonry, the body of the animal carved in low re

© . the face of the side wall while from the front wall pm[u:te :

. the head and forefeet, carved in the round (P ag . Probably

+" gur lionsformed thecorner-stonesof ﬂ::mes thetemple
dobrways — their usual position was at a doorway, guard-

. ing the entrance —and probably too the temple fagade wa

1/, adoraed with stone reliefs such as the Tudkhalia slab which

. TIshall describe later, when dealing with the Levell taimpl‘ty_

"'-iwga with thm mw:h ofmtnmunn thie bare nnmc-‘fﬂwf
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. discovery are transfigured and assume a certain splendour.
But the lions have further importance as monuments for
the history of art, In the ‘Syro-Hittite” period gateway lions
of this sort are so regular a convention as to be almost the
hall-mark of North Syrian art; the majority of them can be
dated between the tenth and the seventh centuries n.c,,
only one, & much battered specimen from the south gate of

" Cprchemish, being very much eardier,? Now for the first

- time we have a series of lion sculptures which cannot be

.7 later than the fourteenth century 3., and it s interesting to

"6bserve how widely they differ in style one from anothes,

No fixed convention has been arrived at, but the artists are
still experimenting; though thelr function is identical the
animals are individuals, not examples of a type. The

" Atchana lions are eatly forerunners of the whole series of

Syro-Hittite lions; quite possibly we can go further and say

- that the huge lions and human-headed bulls which guarded *

the palaces of Assyrian kings were derived ultimately from

-4 Syrian school of ast whose beginnings we can see in the

temple sculptures of Level Il at Alalakh, b7 N

.15 A% has been explained above, the great fortregs built by

" the Hiteites in the Level ITT period was re-used in Leyel IL,

‘. This was to be expected, The massive walls of Subbilu- !

- liuma’s building would not have suffered at all in the short

space of time which we must attribute to Level I, and

_the gext generation was sure to utilize them. We did find

. gn:lmu: of minor internal rearrangements carrled out in *

i~ the period of Level II, which agaio is no more than one

- would expect in the coutse of & ceatury, but, apat from -
cellars with thelr great storejats, there was nothing to -

of the use of the pardculas
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information; e only know that the
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of Level IT and after following it up for a distance of some

150 feet cut a section through it and into the steep slope of

" . the edgeof the mound running down to the plain. Since this

. hadalways been a steep slopeand was exposed to the weather

- it had been much denuded in the coutse of 3000 yearsand a

. great deal of the old defence-line had slipped downhill and

. disappeared, but there remained just enough evidence to
- detegmine what their character had been.  *

. The Level III defences had consisted in a double wall of

© . mmd-brick rising from the lip of a steep glacis made of

. earth and ashes faced with stiff clay. The Level II people

v ‘destroyed this wall (only about five of its foundation-

" courses were left below the ground-level of the new town)

' ‘and heaped the broken bricks from it against the face of the

old glacis so as to widen the base for their new work; they

-~ must have faced the piled rubble with a revetment of clay

.. of brick —the latter is pérhaps more likely — but that had

- could but speculate regarding its original finish. On this
‘widened rampart they built not one but three parallel walls,
_ ‘The inpermost was fifteen and a half feet wide, its mud-
' brickwork resting on the trimmed top of the Level ITT wall,

'+ 'Then came a floor of cobbles bedded in clay which must
+ - have been the floor of an intramural passage four and a half
feet wide, and then the second wall, about ten feet thick.
2 .'I'heinnnrputcfthhwuﬂmtcdaimply on the soil of the
. old rampart, but because that was none too good a founda-
tion the builders had dug a trench corresponding to the
outer half of the wall they proposed to build and had packed

with stiff clay as a bedding for the mud-brickwork. So
uﬂ:dmthwim that pf‘tHa wall we found only two -

the upper levels, we catne on the inner face of the town wall F.-‘

long since vanished and we found only the rough core and .
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: away to the existing slope of the mound’s face we had no j ";.
means of judging of the wall’s width. But in spite of that ;‘:"I

... we can say that in Level II the town defences were mote
- elaborate than they had ever been before; the rampart with 172
. itssloped glacis was a traditional feature, but thetriplewall, - =
& with its total width of more than forty feet, was without
© . precedent,
The selation of the wall to the private houses made it =+
certain that this enormous work of fortification dated to .+
faicly eatly in the Level II period if-not actually to its be- &
. ginning. It is not easy to explain why it was undertaken. - <18
' The Level ITI wall had presumably been built by Subbila- 5
liuma at the same time as the great fostress, and if the revolt
against the Hittites which marked the transition to LevelIL . =&
ended as I think the evidence shows it did in the surrender 1
of the city, not in its capture by assault, Subbiluliuma’s -~ =%
wall must have been intact and might well have servedall =~ 17
the needs of the city, Possibly the governor installed by = 1
Mursilis,, having no confidence in North Syrian loyalty, .
decided to turn Alalakh into a stronghold which he could.
maintain against a fresh general rebellion, IF that were the
case he was well advised, for the spirit of revolt wasbyno |
means dead; but we have no knowledge of any political
~ happenings at this time which would have made the task of . © 1
refortifying the city immediately urgent. s orie
T The period indeed seems to have been a5 quiet as it was S
_ prn@mus The private houses that we excavated (ad-
“, _mittedly they wete in the best residential quarter) were - = 0
Ia:gcmdwdlvhu.llr,mnmorlmofthn ‘courtyard’ type - -
~with the rooms opening on to a central light-well, s.nd the 158
- thickness of walls and the presence of staircases showed
© ' that part of the building at any rate had beea two storeys, ==
-high; One was: ‘temarkable in having its -door flan "4y
“bybig half-columnsin mud-brick. La: thic ed
floors and kitchens with hearths and
“be recognized, but the use of other
&t guessed; the much-_rumnd ~walls "diy
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much more than a foot above the floor and very often

could be traced only by their foundations. One social
- change 'was obvious; the habit of burying the dead on the

houschold premises was becoming more common; the

—
= Seate |

Fig. 3. Plansof private bouss o Lawi 1T

imes undes the floors of the rooms (thers
£le 25 0 which room should be.chosen
.
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" pumerous in this as in any period. T have several times had . . | =
occasion to speak of ‘rubbish-pits’, and that is the most ~ ©
convenient term, but it is not necessarily the true desceip- %
tion. Often these pits, which might be fifteen or twenty feet . 98
deep, were intended simply as receptacles for refuse, as was,
¢ ' for instance, the case with the pits attached to the Level V-0 5
i temple in which we found the discarded ex votor from the
= sghrine; but sometimes they were really sewape-pits, and ¢
& though they ‘might contain a cestain amount of broken
© ' pottery that was an accidental intrusion, Sewage-pits wete
- more often attached to houses standing in the middle.of =
the town whereas buildings near the city wall could pipe . -
their drainage out through the rampart; but the presenceof
two or. three pits (of eithersort) in the back tourt ofa house
did not constitute any objection to putting #: butial there;
indeed, the disposal of the dead seems to have been curiously
unceremonious, The graves and the rubbish-pits with thele
contents of pottery, etc., were the more valuable because it -
was seldom that & complete vessel could be found in hou
s0 badly denuded as were those of Level IT; they aupplﬁ
© _ the intact examples while the houses y:cld:d an immense
w  amount of broken sherds and reliable cwd:ncc Em.* ﬂ:m.-
date; .
The ‘Whlmﬁhme whmhmaoumnmuninlﬂ'ﬂ CRias
"IV had now gone quite out of fashion-indeed, ﬂ:l#xm Fpury
- niot one fragment of it which we could ‘l.lnhﬂltaﬂ.ugly A
-+ bute to Level II, though one o two' possibly belonged, Ie. ¢
%4 had been ousted by the Nuzu piinted ware, but the use of
L‘ " this is perhaps no lu;:%m ;;fmmlyf to be mgﬁ.u#o&; aa
'-'nlullmgem ﬂa-:a‘uth ty of a foreign government; it
*  mowthe: Wmdunmfthuluulmf&ﬂm j
o its politi 1mp11¢mm wege probably of secondary.in
. terest, so much so that its most chamcteristic MEE_.;. '_ :
 sothingatall o Hmmhﬁh@:ai pmm':ypﬂ-,liﬁ..,g

T .
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Mitanni influence, from Nuzu east of the Tigris to Alalakh
close to the Mediterranedn coast. Over the whole of that
wide area vases of the same shapes painted with identical
designs came into general use; so uniform is the style that
it would, I think, be impossible to decide on internal evi-
dence whether any particular example of it was found, or
made, at Nuzi, on the Khabur river or on the lower Orontes,
- But at Alalakh in Level I we find a whole range of vessels
of the same shapes and the same fabric as the normal Nuza
pots but with a design which is not Eastern at all but palp-
ably borrowed from the art of Crete (PL. 16 a). It is always
~ the same design basically, with very slight modifications,
‘v and it is remarkably like what we see on vases of the ‘Palace’
style from Knossos, but the difficulty is that those are older
than the Alalakh vases by about a hundred and fifty years.
Had the Alalakh potter employed a number of different
Cretanpatterns the problem of how the time gap wasbridged
would have beea almost insoluble, since neither country =
- has produced any intermediate link -indeed we know that -
.+~ In Crete the fashion had died out completely after 1400 B.c.; | ©
..~ but the general similarity of all the Alalakh pieces does
- suggest that all are derived from a single original. I cannot
* but think that a fine Cretan vase had been prcsm:d at
- Alalakh, probably in the temple treasury, possibly in a
~ private collection, and in the Level II period a working
potter saw and was struck by the unusual design and copied
‘it on his own pots, believing that the current craze for
* Aegean art would ensure a ready sale. In this he was right
and the single model ‘available had to be reproduced ar
asse; it 'was clear that no self-respecting gentleman of -
. ‘Alalakh could afford to be without one, and in'the ricker =
uses We even found sets of what, since ﬂ'mstylu is peculm'- :
Amg, we named ‘Atchana ware'.

e m'mm mﬂfﬂa
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- .south, but Ugarit was a harbour town whereas Alulakh lies g
" well inland; it is likely enough that there was a colony of the -

., firms would have no business in the interior because when

"as it forwarded to al Mins, for export to the Greek wozld,

' am:e. there was a rubbish-pit contemporary with the build-

- *Atchana’ vase which actually fitted on to a fragment found,
. inside the house; at the bottom of the pit there was a stofe
 lamp in the Cretan ‘Palace’ style. Tt is the capital, ot basin, -

ALALAKH mqnan ‘I'H-x :H:'rz':fz%

sort at al Mina, the port of Alalakh through which imports
from the Aegean would come, but the agents of the Greek

oncegoods had been landed fromaboard ship their land trans-

port would naturally be the affair of Asiatic carriers, Alalakh
was in no sense an emporium of Aegean trade, but it appre- b
ciated and took its share of what that trade brought in, just . -

merchandise from Mesopotamia and from as far afieldas =
Lake Van ia the shadow of the Cancasyps, Mycenaean wases - 000
were still « luxury; the best that we found-was one of the -~
big two-handled craters painted with a chariot design which - ©
m:m to have been the peculiar product of Cyprus; it had
been kept in the temple tteasury. Of course the Mycenaean
trade does not by itself explain the ‘Atchana style’, for that
is derived from the older Cretan art which the Mycenagans’
had destroyed, but the trade is only a revival of an oversea - = 5
commerce which had been interrupted by the Mycenacan = ¢
conquest of Knossos, I have already pointed out the close. =8
connexion between the architecture and the fresco-paintlng. =
of Alalakh in the Level VII period and that of Crete;a’ % =

,.:dhuumdmcuvwmlﬂdﬂmnkﬂthamunumn even’..'-

more obyious. e
Alongside one of the Level II houses (House 39/C) which < 1 0
contained a great deal of pottery, incloding much *Atchana® -

ing, ms was proved by our finding in it a fragment of an

i of & columnar lam mf catyed in fine red marble (PL xz by "0

- mubicating Mith each other and with the larger central come:
" partmient, to take twelve wicks; the sides of the compart-
& ::mmta, as well as the Mgn,m relief on the outside nfthc-.. :

the basia is divided into twelve small compartments, com-
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lamp, show the lobed design characteristic of Crete, and the A
shapeof the lamp asa whole, and in particular the two curious -

" pendants, ate exactly paralleled at Knossos, where too the
'+ lamps are of the same material. My first and natural assump- " . -
‘... tion when the lamp was found was that here we had a direct

' impozt from Crete, As against this there is the fact that the
~ red marble of which our lamp, like several from Knossos, is
-7 made is not found in Crete at all but is found in Asia
' Minor (it is called ‘Lydian marble’); moreover, the carving'
" ..of our lamp is not quite finished and it seems unlikely, con-
. sidecing that it is the finest known of its class, that a Cretan
*+ sculptor would not have troubled to finish it before sending
it abroad for sale. It is possible that the lamps which wecall
- Cretan were in some cases really imports from Asia and -
~ that the style originated on the mainland. In any case we -
* " have here a work typical of Cretan art which, by all analogy,’
.. moust date from before 1400 B.C. but was preserved at
~" " Alalakh until, badly damaged, it was thrown away some
time between 13 50 ahd 1275 B.C.-and probably nearerto the
of that period than to'its- b:glnumg, it is therefore not
atastic to suggest that 4 painted clay vase may have sus-
m&q:qmllylmgin& smmd as 4. modu.l‘ﬁot the potter of i
Alalakh, '

If T have harped at leugrh ofi the mbjr.ct of the ‘Atchana’
vzware it is not without reason. When the first pieces of it *
were found the Cretan orlgin of the ornament was at once
tecognized by everyone, inclading Sir Arthur Evans, who*
blished them in the Journal of Hellenic Studies (1935), and
' m:huqflmglﬂmﬂbt}retknd‘wnth!chrm 24
difficulty did not arise and it was assumed that th

' e more miqmeommpimr; with the

- date I.-uvﬂ 11 was £
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not provable does not offend probability too mu:h The
*Atchana’ pottery seemed to afford a good illustration of
archaeological method in such cases,

Common as were the Nuzu and Atchana wares in ﬂm :
better-class houses the distribution of the sherds wasg -
curious; in House 37/A there were numerous sherds in the
entrance-room and hardly a single piece elsewhere; House
37/C had a few good sherds in room 2 and a great number
in the entrance-chamber, room 1, all in the central pact of
the room in front of the street door; the bulk of the pleces . =
found in the whole area lay in the street in front of and
between the doots of the houses A and C. In this part of the * =

- gtrect particularly and in rooms 1 and 2 of House 37/Cwe =~
found quantities of bronze arrow-heads and a few-clay
gling-bolts; a narrow cupboasd-like room (5) in House
37/C was full of clay ah.ng bolts and ballista-balls, lmgﬁhr o
armoury; the walls of the houses showed signs ufbu.ming. o

It is clear that there had been fighting in this quarter of the:
' town and that the houses had been pillaged and set on fite,
and it can hardly be accidental that the Nuzuand ‘Atchana”
pottery bad been collected and smashed, mostly-in the
street, at the time of the looting. It is farther to be noted
that the Level II temple was not destroyed by fire; and that .
 in Level T no Nuzu or ‘Atchana’ pottery ever occuts, Ia
‘my preliminary report on the season’s work I suggested
iy thlt there was here evidence of an internal gevolt againstan

“ -"unpopular and probably governing section 6f the inhabit-

;{““"m,m, a. rich class which favoured this luxury wite which

. with their elimination passed ont of vogue; but it should

- be possible to connect the event with something in pbl.lﬁcﬂ

;I%:ﬁ; history now that wehave, what wehad not when my report

' Was written, an ap te dermrinns ante guem for the: end

. of Level IT; anIshn]lshanibq:, an:l Imnnm-hmhfguﬁ :

]ai - than about 1270.8.00 . -
Nl ﬁﬁfe!_t !ﬂﬂggcﬁm}aef
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Dynasty pharachs. In his fourth year he pushed forward as
far as the Dog River north of Beyrouth where his monu-
ment can still be seen cut in the rock, and in the following
year (. 1289 B.c.) fought the great but indecisive battle of
Kadesh. In that battle the king of Aleppo fought on the
o side of the Hittites! and presumably the minor state of
- Mukishe was equally involved. But four or five years later
. when Ramses, having secured northern Palestine, advanced
' into Syria proper, Aleppo revolted against the Hittites and
_ made common cause with Egypt. We koow that in this
Aleppo did not stand alone, and although Mulishe is not
' Eadﬁmlljr mentioneq (the cuneiform text is incomplete) it
3 certainly joined the rebels. Mowatallis, the Hittite
Great King, crushed the movement and .!'Llcppu and its
associates had to sign a treaty of submission, this shoztly
before the year 1280 8.c. when Muwatallis died. In 1273
. B.c. the new Hittite Great King Hattusilis made with
~ Ramses ‘the good treaty of peace and of brotherhood,
 getting peace between them forever’; the Egyptian version
* of the treaty says nothing as to the boundaries between the %
Vtwo kingdoms, but the Bogazkdy text shows that the
" Hittite king continued to control Amor on the Upper
* Orontes, so that Alalakh was well'within the Hittite zone.
<o At some time then after the battle of Kadesh Mukishe
. changed sides in the war between the Hittites and the
' Bgyptians, We have been able to see that ever since the
~ time of the XIIth Dynasty there had been a pro-Egyptian
.- party at Alalakh which had been refounded or reinforced
. when Thothmes IIl established Taku on the throne of =
Mukishe and Nubaddi; all the kings of the Nigmepa d;rnnatr ;
were ready to- profess at least a nominal allegiance
moh; Although under the Hittite régime the old :nyal i
s M?xﬂmblycme&mnﬂn mth:m:aﬂnreasuu

g the emple of Ab Simbl :
mmamu‘_
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tomppoae thatithadhem em[unml;muchmwﬁ et
likely it continued to form part of the atistocracy of the city
and had a definite following; a revolt against the Hittites
would naturally be headed by the great families which had .~
‘been shormn of their prerogatives by the Hittite government;
and the houses from which we draw our evidence are the
.. big houses in the best residential quarter of the town, just
- those which would belong to the local aristocracy. The
'~ facts obtsined by excavation seem to me to be most consis- -
. tent with the view that the old nobility of Alalakh in con- -

. junction’ with the nationalist party of Aleppo (where the '~
" Hittite government must have been weakened by the defeat
- of its forces at Kadesh) negotiations with Egypt -

* and engineéred a revolt which was by no mieans to the taste.
. of the majority of the citizens. ?uyamthcmltw
crushed by Muwatallis and either the Hittites or the pro-

lﬁdmufﬂ:mmlng Intl:ﬂman[.wcll]dedw
Q;;,tar&jmduajnc. : ¥ :




CHAPTER IX
The End of Alglakh
Lewl]
®

got was that Level I was a poor period and short-lived,
representing the final decadence of the city. Gradually how-
- ever we were forced to revise this view, Some of the house
sites showed two distinct strata of buildings while other
houses had undergone repairs and alterations implying a

temple had been rebuilt at the beginning of the perdod,

destroyed in 1194 B.C. a date early in the fourteenth century
was indicated for the start of the period. This was confirmed
by the imported pottery. Throughout the period Mycenaean
vases (PL 16 b) were in general use—they are found in
~ ‘buildings of all classes and in quite poor graves—-and in

" view of what is known as to their date it would be impossible

. “ury. As it is, we are bound to modify by the evidence of
Atchana the belief of many classical archaeologists that the

‘certain that they continued ﬂuﬂyinuuttﬁ]ﬂ:khunul

W HEN we began to dig at Atchana the first impression we

B bl again on different lines and at last allowed to sink
. ipto decay in what really was a decadent phase, Since the
evidence seemed quite clear that Alalakh had been finally

' to attribute them all to the last part of the thirteenth cent- 4

- manufacture of these vases ccased in about 1235 n.c.;itis -

“thie fallof the city in 1194 and since they were imported, not
: l&gi]lj ma.nuﬂ:mm of them must have gone on
; . time. But some of the types are

ﬁl.hlrﬂﬁmmnm in chr.ll dcmnnda for

considerable lapse of time. Then it was found that the -
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the period a ferminur post guem not long after the turn of the
fourteenth century.

The sudden and complete disappearance of the painted
MNuzu and “Atchana’ pottery, now supplanted by the Mycen-
aean, must have a social and political significance. Not less
remarkable is the very great increase in the proportion of
cremation burials. During the greater part of the histosy of
Alalakh ordinary inhumation burial had been the absolute
rule, A single cremation butial was doubtfully attributed to
Level IV (it might have belonged to Level III), two to
Level IT or possibly III; in the case of those levels there was -
always, of course, the risk of graves being destroyed by
later diggers of graves or of foundation trenches, but a fair
proportion would survive. In the case of Level I on the
other hand while the graves of-the earlier phase were sub-
ject to the same risk during the lifetime of the town the
vast majority of them all have disappeared owing to the
denudation of the mound's surface during the last 3000
years. Cremation graves were shallow, set but little below
the floor of a house, and the rain, the wind, and the plough
have swept away all the buildings of the later phase and
most of the foundations of the earlier, We recorded five
more ot less intact cremation burials belonging to Level I,
but traces of such burials from which all the furniture had
gone were met with constantly; inhumation graves would
be dug more deeply, but we recorded only three as being
preserved with their contents. In Level I therefore the
" practice of cremation, which had before been a fare
exception, becomes at least as common as burial, This **
change foo is socially significant. ' !

It is generally agreed that cremation was introduced into .

Syria from Asia Minor, and it is only after the great invasion |
of Syria in 1194 B.c. that the custom becomes really
common; thus, for example, at Carchemish it is unknowo |
“before that date and after it, in the *Syro-Hittdte' perind,

'\ becomes the absolute rule. At Atchana it appears earlier, at’ g

5 . figst in afew isolated cases but in the thirteenth century ona
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large scale. This must be interpreted to mean that in the
fourteenth century a small number of individuals from a
country practising cremation moved into the kingdom of
Mukishe and in time were buried there according to their
ancestral rites, but that the thirteenth century saw such
immigration e marre and the northerners (as we must

L :J..:.rl'-u?;}ﬁ
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ton each—then polished basalt slabs anil above these the = -
walls carried up in mud-brick and timber, The size of the . /%
building was therefore the samé, but its ground-plan was -
different from the old. It consisted of two rooms caly.” = 2
From the forecourt, in which was a fintly-constructed =%
brick-lined well, # doorway which, judgiog from its width' 1/
of eight feet probably had a central column, led into a0~ %)
shallow antechamber; facing the entrance was the doorway | 1l
into the sanctuary, an opening fourteer and a half feet wide - '--i"fd
divided by two colamns.! In the back wall of the sanctuary
were three recesses of which the middle one, in line with' .
the two doorways of sanctuary and antechamber, was opea,

lined with ‘wooden panelling, but the other two were W05
masked by basalt slabs with a screen above set back slightly 4
from the line of the intervening buttresses. I do not know =

any panllel for these hidden recesses which wé of course. -

found empty — in fact, the SW, recess was ruined down'to- | ~*
ground level; but gmbedded in the brickwork behind the =
NE. recess there were a bronze dagger, a vessel of poly=- =« %
chrome glass, an alabaster vase and some pottery which we' =0

can only reckon as part of a foundation-deposit; I imagine ==
that the recesses contained offerings dedicated at thc um:.
of the building of the temple.
This temple had been burat to the ground and pmmpﬂ
- rebuilt, but with a different character. The level of tha <! ',‘.‘
* . sanctoary building was rised so thl‘tfhﬂpﬂ’hlhﬂdhuﬂl’&‘m e
slabs of the old walls were now humdundqrﬁ:aﬂm* r_.. o
“recesses in the back wall disappeated and the sanctuar;
-dm:mmowndmdghtfm[umyhﬂtm; .;é,
-~ column) while the antechamber was cut up by ‘czoss’ wa.[ft%
" into three, a small passage-room with g litdle chamber on '+
' either side of it, To bridge the difference in level betwee g}%

/the sanctuary building and the forecourt there was bml.q:

-against theﬂontwallnﬂh:fnrmu astone platform tt
';hs:':ﬁem of which rin a flight nf three ahnﬂogr

_«F-."
e
IJ‘E*
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: flanked by the old lion sculptures salved from the Level IT
i - temple; they were no longer used for their original purpose
; as corner-stones (one indeed was only a fragment, head and
forefeet without & body, so that it could not have been so

used) but were embedded in the platform with only the

Fig. a5. Plan of Level T (B) Tample

.- ' heads projecting; they may have had a low coping above
i them, but they were now a purely decorative, not a con-
‘structional, feature. The arrangement of steps with a plat-
orm on either side is reminiscent of the fagade of the
Nigmepa palace and anticipates the great approach to the
3 ﬁ:ﬂ and temple of tenth-century Carchemish, When we
-+ Mlfrec the masonty of the steps we found that one of the
" dlabs Forming the:treads was 4 royal relief of Tudkhalla,
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In front of the sanctuary was the forecourt, measuring 7'
about forty-five by forty-two feet, having a columned en- .
trance at its SE, end and chambers in its south comer; on- 7
the NE. side of it there was a separate building (occupying - . &
the site of the second sanctuary of the Level III temple) .
which so far as we could judge from the scanty remains that
survived was not of temple form but a complex of rooms .
opening off a passage. In one of the rooms a pit had been .
dug and sealed with great blocks of stone; beneath them we.
-found the fragments of the statue of king Idri-mi (PL 12 8), R
collected and hidden for safety. In the next room was the = -1
broken throne of the Idr-mi statue, a basalt altar decorated |
with swans’ heads (PL 19 2), and a seal inserbed’ 1n- . 2
Hittite h.l:l:‘ﬂgljl'pha an ivory libatlon-spoon with'a ‘human’ i
hand supporting the bowl and a much-defaced limestone -
figute of a seated goddess. In the forecourt, not far froma .
basalt trough let into the floor, there was a splendid ritual
spear-head of bronze, the blade gripped by two figures of
. lions cast in the round (PL 17 a); in the sanctuary itself &
very remarkable carving of a human face broken off from
a basalt relief. All these objects had been scattered here at . -
the time of the temple’s destruction, but they did ot lie "
upon its original floor. During the lifetime of the temple the' '/
courtyard floor had risen, with successive resucfacing; by
X more than & foot, with the curious and unseemly resule that
'~ not only wete the bottom treads of the sanctuary steps:
“ . butied but the festof the lions also had dissppeared ang.
_only their heads showed with the chins scarcely sbove
ground level; the temple fagade had become amere travesty
.. of its former state, something so different that we called -
:hhmpluvul‘?hﬂe_; the last phase of decadence. .15
' In the toom at the south cotner of the. forecourt we'
"'_fnnn,d 2 ‘bulla’ seal engraved with & hieroglyphic irsérip-
- tionmnfortunately illegible, but the seal found in the NE..
| anriexe borte an inscription which could be read, “Pa-lu-wi; =
© son of the' King,lnrdnfthnh:nd' a replica of the textona v
P ;mlhnpmon also found in Level I. The, hmnze spaq:ﬁt‘
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head with its lions is curiously like a figure of the ‘Dagger 3
God’® carved on the face of the rock at Yasilikaya close to .
Bogazkdy, part of a series of Hittite reliefs of the thirteenth * .7
century B.C. The Tudkhalia relief is a Hittite royal monu-, é
ment which must originally have stood in the earlier temple :

of Level I, If we relate these discoveries with the evidence g

. ‘of foreign immigration already described the story becomes

o When Hattusil, the Hittite Great King, in 1273 con- = 7
_cluded peace with Egypt he was undoubtedly influeaced by. -
fear of the growing power of Assyria which, under Shal-
maneser [, now threatened from the East the Syrlan posses- E
] sions of the Hittites. To assure these a certain amount of
<. reorganization was necessary. In the first place the citgdel
. . fortress was rebulilt. Constructed at the beginning of the
£ Level III period, 1oq years before, it was probably falling = . &
.. into decay and quite possibly Had suffered damage in the
. pro-Bgyptian tising of ten years before; in any case its walls
. wete now razed and on the Stamps of them a new building
‘etected, Very little remains of this, thanks to the denudation; .+
- the Atchana mound, but. the stone founditions sho'w .
it adhered for the most past to the old plan, The fortress
uld, almost cectainly, be garrisoned by regular troops of
-the Hittite army, but that was not assurance enough. Bitter
. experience had proved that Alalakh was not a trustworthy
. ‘subject, and although the pro-Egyptian faction had been
tched and with the treaty now in force could no longer
ok ta Egypt for support still the bulk of the cltizens were -
1 Syrian stock whose loyalty to the Anatolian Hitites:
‘apt to be more apportunist than heartfelt, The Great
H,Wthu what was wanted was a Hittite leavening.
umip, Apparently one of his sons, Paluwa, was ia-
governor to -g_vﬂ:ﬂﬂ?qct to the new policy'and a
 directed on Alalakh, |
Hittite direcs

o B L
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into the main sanctuary of the city, and the Tudkhalia relief -
- certainly proves that the temple was under direct royal "
_ patronage; with all this the disappearance of the Nuzn and
Atchana pottery, which we last saw being smashed up in | -85
the streets and in the houses of Egyptian sympathizers, is - =3
quite consistent. The first phase of Level I therefore re-  ©
presents & deliberate attempt by the Hittites to nnim.ﬁh]akh_ e
an-outpost of Bogazkdy. -
Phase 2 marks the failore of that attempt. Bven baﬁ:tn e
Tudkhalia’s death Tukulti-Inutta of Assyria, sont of Shal- #5028
maneser, was invading northern Syria and very soon, by | i
force of arms and by Intrigue, he succeeded in turning the - 8
vassal states against their'masters, The mere burning of " CE
the temple at Alalakh might have been regarded as-an =50
4. accident, but when we find that it is rebuilt on different lies 0
" recalling the national buildings of a glorious past and Tud:
" khalia’s monument bearing the royal image is dishoroured, &
.~ and set to be trampled under foot, then we cannoy but 4
“ recognize the evidence of yet pne more revolt against the .. -
Hittite suzerainty, The signal for revolt may well have been
. the fall of Babylon, which was captured by the Assyrians
', wbout 1241 B.Ci, and by that time the Hittites were 100 .
" exhausted to mak: any real effort to recover their pﬂulﬁon,
lﬁdﬂﬂthehuwphume«hnd was now d:reahme&hjrmulﬁn =
_ .. from the west, and ‘about the year T200 B.C. the. royal || uad
Eheh ";mh},m# of Bogdekily come to a sudden endy the Hiteite: 7=
I capital had been engulfed by the. fiest wave of that gﬁuﬁﬁ £
M of dispossessed migrants which- mw m‘i
- the face of the'castesn Mediterranean world, - -+~ * )
. Alalakh then suicceeded in rebellion aét by s own stre: -
By »wwmm of its overlotds and the moral if a6t
mate: ppdnm:ﬁnm{tmmtm mheans urm
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built in Phase I they were still inhabited and apparently
well maintained in the later part of the period; the preval-
ence of Mycenaean pottery shows that there was a flourish-
ing foreign trade, and the local industries were active—a
goldsmith’s workroom in the corner of a house near the
city wall produced a number of heavy gold ingots, some
with bits snipped off them, and small gold earrings. But
the squalid neglect from which the temple suffered is enough
1~ toprovethe general decline which no admixture of northern
" blood was able to arrest; our first impression of the decad-
i -ence of the Level I period was mistaken for the period as a

- whole but is correct for the close of it. For this was the

end. The great folk-movement of ‘the Peoples of the Sea’

the main host advancing by land, accompanied by their
women and children in heavy two-wheeled ox-carts, the
fleet keeping pace with it down the Syrian coast. One by
' one the cities fell before them and were laid waste, and
.. the survivors of the defeated states swelled the ranks of the

- invaders. Carchemish was taken, and Aleppo; at Alalakh

shared the fate of its more powerful neighbours. This was
“in the year 1194 B.C.1

The complete destruction of the city is aptly epitomized
" by the incident of the Idri-mi statue; the man who at the
o rtisk of his life collected the fragments of the broken figure

~ and hid them under the temple floor never came back to
. recover them. About fifty years later an attempt was made
“ 10 recolonize the desested site, but by that time the brick
. rubble from the fallen walls had buried all the temple

- e
e o FEETN r pr  Iy B = SRgu E R

which overwhelmed Bogazkoy turned southward into Syria, -

>\ the burat rolns of the topmost houses show that the city

A 74 G : ¢ 1
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ture that strewed the court and n.!lknuwlcdge of them . .
ssed out of mind, Above the temple mins founda- =
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perhaps was never carried to a finish; near the old citadel. fieus
we found some meaningless patches of cobble foundations 2
which seemed to belong to this late time; a single cremation- %
burial contained a scarab of Ramses VI and must therefore -
_have been set in position soon after 1140 B.C,, but these -'.-éj_ﬁ
were the only signs of any occupation nfﬁlalakhaftttthe ;
destruction of 1194. Had that occupation been on a con- iz
siderable scale or had it lasted for any length of time some
evidence of it would inevitably have mrvlvad its B
might have been dennded away, but the soil would have . o
retained at least a few potsherds of the later age; h‘ntthﬂ;l:&
was nothing of the sort. When a serious attempt at
ment was made Alalakh was abandoned and a new town
was constructed on theprehistoric mound of Ta’yinat, three-
qmmnfnmlhnwy.ﬂuhismryufﬁhhkhm]hmdﬂ
with the invasion of the Peoples of the Sea.




 CHAPTER X
’I‘hl: Port of Alalakh; Poaidar_um and the
Greek World
w

- of its harbour town also, but whereas the city never re-
" covered the harbour was too valuable to beleft long desolate;
...~ it was rebuilt and remained in use for another oo years, It
. is therefore to the harbour, al Mina, that we must turn for
r.'h; continuation of our history.

- When ¥ 1935 I went to look for the right site on which
diglm convinced that the mouth of the river Orontes
"'}: have played a very important part in the overseas
ymmetce of a land whose exposed and rocky coast so
: seldom affords a safe anchorage for ships; the broad river
" winding through the flat alluyial plain was an ideal shelter
i+ for the small mercantile craft of the ancient world and
could never have been overlooked, I was therefore aston-
“*ishied when my enquiries’as to where there was a mound

d not exist anything of the kind, A visit to the area seemed
confitm this disappointing ceply; but as I came near the
0 customs sheds (for the river is stll a port for
 the track ran between low broken banks and

,mmwﬂﬁdwdmmbafm
it il et R Y Dren L

UnpousTEDLY the destruction of Alalakh involved ﬂ:atl

near the river’s mouth were met by the assurance that there

S e S

the ground sloped.up gently for a few feetto -
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from an Athenian vase of the fifth century 5.c. Here then
was an ancient site, but where was the mound? A walk
across the ploughland answered the question, for just be-
yond the tomb the ground broke away in a low cliff at the
foot of which.one could trace a dried tiver-bed (Pl 243).
The Orontes, which rans some two or three hundred yards
away to the east, had at one time filled this now dry course; -~
1 felt sure that there had been 4 big mound here which the. . "0
river had then swept away, leaving only the low rise ofiits
inland fringe, Hete a local legend helped, About a hundred . -
and fifty years ago, I was told, the Orontes, which thenran . "
much as it does now, suddenly in flood-time changed jts o0
course westwards, The fields were flooded, crops were
swept out to sea, and the hill on the side nf’whn:hﬂ:m tomb.

-+ stood was eaten away by the rushing waters, Faced with the .
" rin of all their lands the people crowded to the mosque.
praying for help, but the floods only grew worse and at last -~
the tomb of Sheikh Yusuf itself, on the very brink of the, = (58
crambling cliff, seemed to be doomed. Then the Saint arose. -« =0
in his wrath and rebuked the river, bidding it go back in--
stantly to its own place, and at once the flood receded, and
there was Otontes in its old bed and the fields showing, . w
again; so the people built a shelter-hut alongside th: mﬂib i

and the pilgrims go there to this day.
Such was the story, based certainly upon a gmmnu oc- A
currence which may well have happened more than once;
it accounts for the disappearance of the harbour mound,
" but the sad fact remains that the mound has dmppw:ﬁ
'+ ‘and with it all the history stored in the successive zuin-
strata of which such a mound is made, We dug what was.
. left, the outskirts of the town at the time when it extended
. farthest to the west; but all the earliest levels dnwtﬂ f.bb-
-~ fiver bank had been swept away into the sea. . . -

- Actually ten levels remained. Eachi of them unﬂtppe:f
the one below; showing that the built-gp atea had shifted
steadily westwards either becanse: of the growth of the
jtown or qrwmg to the gndual mcrunghmmt of thc. nqu;—, L
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while the upper levels were quite extensive each as we went
down diminished in extent until of Level X only a narrow
strip was found along the limit of our excavation, breaking
away where the steep cliff fell to the old river bed. The
earliest level dated only to the eighth century n.c., so that
between it and the time of the destruction of Alalakh there
was a gap of 4oo years, nor was there anything to link up
the harbour with Alalakh during the time of its prosperity.
This breach in historical continuity was disconcerting. I
was morally certain that the harbour had always served the
city and even when the latter was wiped out must have been
quickly reorganized for the putposes of international trade,
but a moral certainty is a poor basis for history. It would be
- difficult to dispute my thesis that the greater part of the
ancient mound had been washed away, but for the further
hypothesis that it had contained building strata going back
in time for 2000 years there was really no evidence at all,
' norany possibility of finding any on the spot. Fortunately
it - the proof of the theory was ultimately forthcoming, though
.+ . inamanner as unexpected as it was interesting,
.* . Wefound that in all the ten levels, ranging in date from
"the eighth to the fourth centuries ».c., the buildings were
very much alike. The walls were of mud brick laid, almost
© always, upon stone foundations which sometimes ‘were
- carried up above floor level to form what was really a
. damp-course; they were fairly heavy walls, averaging about
two feet in thickness, but there was no reason to suspect
that any of the buildings were of more than one storey -
certainly there was nowhere a sign of a staircase. The floors
twere of beaten clay or mud, in the lower levels laid over a
bed of pebbles ~ this because of the damp; in the higher

1ip roofing-tiles, and roofs must have been

evels, in which the buildings stood well above the sur-
In¢ pll.ln, pebbles were not necessary and were not ...

slen _hﬂ‘m of &spmm day, nealy fat,
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insulae which are approximately rectangular and reasonably
uniform in size; between these are streets or lanes inter-
secting at right angles, gravel-paved, often with a dnin
along the middle whose cover of stone slabs forms a pave-
" ment; thete are slight irregularities which must be due to
the accidents of owners’ rights on either side of the .

Fig. 26 (n). A/ Ming warebonser: plan

thoroughfare, but these are reduced to a minimum. In the
: imsmlae one can recognize not indeed uniformity but some-
.. thing at least approaching a standard plan. A wide doorway .
from th:sumlu.dslnmicourtyudmthnmge_ﬂf
storerooms along either side; a large one in the centre and’
. smaller ones at the ends, and four more or less square rooms. .~ =
4t the back; there may be a very small isolated building i«
'.,'-thtcoun?ud.Thuuth:mmbuﬂdlngnfﬂublmk t'hﬁ
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+. - . remaining space is taken up by a row, or rows, along the
©.. ' steeet, of small rooms having no connexion with that build-

. ing or with each other.

.Had this been a residential town we should, on the evi-

ity be adecisn Bo
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% have here ate the business ptemises of merchants engaged
" intheimport and export trade between Asiaand the Aegean, -
This is made quite clear by the contedts of the buildings, . %
especially in the upper levels where things were better
preserved. Thus in a single building of Level IIT which had |
been burnt, so that objects had been left in sifw and the *
furnishing of many of the rooms was virtually intact, we-
could see that the whole of it was given oven to goods, afid" rt
" these were stored in separate categories, a magazine-room
. being devoted to each class; one room was filled with great | 58
. winejass, another with small ofl-bottles of local make, & .;;f ‘.

N

third with Imported Greek unguent-pots, a fourth with big, .18
bell-shaped mixing-bowls; and so on, Bach of the largs i
buildings in an inswla was the business office of one firm;in’
the go-downs werestored the Asiaticgoods mdyfm:pu:h
and the goods disembarked from incoming merchantmen
were warehoused here for eventual gale to the land-traders: ¢
whose caravans would transport them to the cities of the ,&
\+ latedor. The isolated room in the court was probably the . = ,#_.
" office of the tally-clerk, The small discorinected roomsalong ¢
1. the street frontage were shops of the ‘lock-up® type belong- ig‘ -
. Ing to zetail traders dealing with the local market, or thn‘j; ]h_.- il
. weze workshops; .one, in which we found a number
e mnllbmof:ﬂw:mdm:iumplm of jewellery, mist bl
. havebeen the premises of & working goldsmith. In a fey ‘:-_
“ 7 awvery few, cases the presence of a grave under the floor
1" abuilding showed that amerchant mightlive ini his business
%ﬁ : mﬁ fot awhile- we have pleaty of analogles i
} : gﬂfﬂ:edw#undﬁmhminwﬁuh they b _
: lived it is scatcely conceivable thit the custom should arise
of burial under a bimsiness office l;wwﬁmhmmnpt A
mm&wummmw-mmuw_
ulldings having been used for residential :
‘e biave to conclude that the majority. of the tradesmen
wed elsewhere. ‘The port casnor haye: been d-salubtious =0
spot Irslay yery, low, on ground which- wuliiblbﬁ' G A
ded {iamdu&wwa&brwﬁwngm

SR AL
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sand and silt above the ruins of the lower-lying buildings
of Level IV), and most of the ground round about must
have been marsh scarcely redeemed from the sea; the ware-
houses had to be at the harbour, but no one would live
there if he could help it. ;
Tales of various discoveries, that had been made in the
. past drew our attedtion to a little hill close to the river and
<. sbout three miles inland from the harbour, It was a natural
hill, a rocky outcrop with a precipitous face on three sides
and a gentler sloped approach from the NW., and it was
littered with potsherds. A few trial trenches sunk on and
below the hill - Sabouni, as it is called ~ together with sur-
face finds, gave us precisely the results we hoped for, The
'\ pottery proved that it had been inhabited during all the
e periods represented by the ten levels of the harbour, al
%5 . Mind, and the evidence carried us back far beyond that,
S There were Mycenaean sherds dating to the thirteenth and _
1 twelfth centuries n.c,, White Slip ‘milk-bowls’ of the ff-
-, " teenth century, and a cylinder seal of about the eighteenth.
' The hill-top had been fortified with a massive enceinte wall
“.'of tubble and brick - that wasithe acropolis —and there had
-~ been other buildings on the fat ground at its foot, It is
[ ‘falely certain that this was the place where lived the mer-
chants who did business at al Mina, Others, very likely,
o had villas elsewhere, on the rising ground where stands the
* littde modern town of Sueidia —at least, we found on two
- sites there potsherds of the classical Greek period; but
' Sabouni‘was the town proper, standing to al Mina much in
. the-relation of Athens to the Peizaeus, OF icourse at al Mina
thete were some residents of the poorer sort, storekeepers,

: wﬂ%mﬁﬂ

dock laboutess, dailors and fishermea and pefty traders tied' |1
wlown to their worlk, but the ricker metchants lived in the
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great interest of the excavations at al Mina lay in th: fact
-, that they cacried on the history of the tride from the point
/! where it broke off with the destruction of the inland capital,
1. The late Mycenaean pottery which we found at Sabouni
{  (though not at al Mina, since it would have been only in <
§ oy that part of the mound which has disappeared) gave us a s
4 curious link with tradition. A -
3iT Herodotus states that the Greek hero Amphilochus, who =~ =+
1 must have lived about the time of the siege of Troy since '+ f
).~ bhewasthesonof Amphiarails, one of the Seven who fought . *, - -
= against Thebes, built the city of Posideium on the Sydan *

“ coast; the city was fourishing in the fifth century 5.c. From

' the geographical references found in later Greek writers it 7
] is certain that Posidelum must be identified with our pott . .
~ - of al Mina plgr the hill town of Sabouni related with it, - =
That the legend of Amphilochus is founded on fact seems. =%
to be shown by discoveries made by Turkish archaeologists 7" %
in Cilicla, where seferences have been found to another -5
Greek Hero who was associated with Amphilochus, and it -~ ¢
is noteworthy too that a mythological legend current in
classical Grecce has for its scene Mount Kasios, which rises .
; at the mouth of the Orontes, and the Greeks must bave got
; ‘the story (of which an Asiatic text has been found) from al % 2.0
: Mina at a very early date, If al Mina was destroyed by the . ¢
e People of the Sea, which we can safely assume to have been - * 7%
o7 the case, and was refounded soon afterwards, chiefly to® 4
e gerve the Greek trade, then Herodotus' story is likely to b=
- literally true, s
“e o In the lowest excavated levels, deIX,vm:ym&u sAns " Tedh
. vived of the buildings but pottery was faigly abundant; -
- much of it was impofted and the imported wares all came 208
- from the eastern Greek islands, produced between about' ¥
730 and 7oo nic. (PL 19'b), The disdppearance of the old =1 5

. Mytenacan pottery had not interfered with the trade puamgL
* "through our Syrian harbour; on the contrary, whereas i
.+ theold days it had been for the most part limited to Crete - e
. 'and Cyptus, now the ramifications of commerce had ex= '
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tended far more widely and there can be recognized the
wares of Delos, Rhodes, Ténos, and the Cycladic islands;
Posideium had become an emporium for the manufacturers
. of Bastern Greece.
In Level VIII a few walls of the previous period are re-
used 45 foundations, but the general plan is quite different
" . and the town would seem to have been built afresh on new
©.7. lines. The po too shows a complete change and is
=0 almost exclusively of the Cyprus Iron Age type (Pl 20 b),
" - cither imports from Cyprus or of a local fabric so closely
et :ﬂ::ml:rlmg the Cypnutw: that it is difficult to determine the
* place of origin. And again the archaeological facts bring us
o5 into touch with ancient legends.
Pk A Byzantine historlan, John Malalas, writing about the
district of Antioch, says that the Greek heto Kasos, after
whom Mount Kasios is named, founded a settlement on the
north Syrian coastand peopleditwith Cretansand Cypriotes,
- and having married a local princess, ‘Amyke, ruled the
o\ tertitory as king, Amyke means “the Lady of the Amg’, and
* . the settlernent must be Posideium at the foot of Mt Kasios,
- and in the story we have an explanation of the sudden in-
-« troduction of Cypriote pottery to the exclusion of the other
- island wares current heretofore. It was not of course a new
. settlement on virgin soil, but looking at the very scanty
-~ remains of Level IX and the new lay-out of Level VIII we
 can understand what happened. Kasos was a merchant-

the island traders out of the commerce with the interior of

- adventurer of days when merchant and pirate wese almost
syoonymous. Observing what profits were being made by

he collecred from Cyprus an armed force of rival |
chanits and.capticed and sacked Posidelum, after which'
zebuil :;tfo: himself and, having mide friends with the.”

g 50 as to secure the interior carayan-
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X "700 to not much after 675 B.C, when most of the buildings
' were in bad state and had to be reconstructed. Level VIT 0 %
does not show any real break in continuity, the warehouses *
being but new versions of the old at a slightly higher level.
But in the pottery the Cypriote tradition, while still preva-
lent, is none the less losing ground; there is a recrudescence
_+ of the sub-geometric island wares and in particular of that .=
" ‘of Rhodes, and by the ead of the period (which againwas =
. " but ashort one) the Rhodian and the Cypriote wares Were = &
pretty fairly balanced; in face of the vastly superior pottery {
- -obtainable from Rhodes Cyprus was being driven off the = .
« -, market, R
' 'Thisis very cleas in the light of Levels VIand V. Inthe . | &
. uiFormer there was a lot of rebuilding on new lines, the old 1,;3’
" Level VII magazines having fallen hopelessly into décay, *
whereas the Level V buildings are but those of Leyel VI - &5
repaired and refloored, In the former there is still a certain * = ’%
amount of Cypriote pottery, in the latter it has disappeared- 7 0
altogether. This does not mean that all commercial relations 1
with Cyptrus had come to an end; Cypriote terfa~cottas and: -
*limestone sculpture carry on the tradition into Level IV;
but as regards pottery other Greek centres were producing
wares more suited to the luxury trade passing through the -
4, harbour of Posidelum; the import-merchants patronized
| the best centres of manufacture and demanded from them
the best quality of goods made there. The resultis that hr.rcg
in an Asiatic port, we found a collection of eatly’ Gf.&k'
*pottery gs wide in range and as fine in quality as has come = ©
b from any site in Greece itself. It must be remembered that '
" . the magazines at al Mina were metely for the storage of
¥ goods in transit; what ‘e found were. the bits of vases'|
“ ' brokenin packlng ot unpacking, and even so most of the
*  frgments would have been swept away, leaving only such [, S
. as ‘were overlooked and trodden into the mud foots; of = ©
-1+ the goods that passed through safely we haye no w?idcnc:
- ‘gt all. Sometimes, where @ magazine had caught fire-andits &
~+ contents had perished, we had better luck, for g:m:mlljr a :

.,u-




A FORGOTTEN EINGDOM

new floor would be laid over the debris and the proportion
", of pottery would be vastly greater and complete vessels
| might be recovered, but for the most part we have only the
" accidental survivals of accidents. In spite of this, the frag-
- ments from Levels VI and V are extraordinarily varied and
- informative (PL, 204). We can see that the main centre on -
. which Posideium drew was again Rhodes, whose delicate
iy cgg-a]:ell-thin cupsand jugs of lustrous black with bands of
le, red, and white obviously appealed to the Asiatic |
- gustomer, for the fragments of them are particulazly numer-
- . ous, and the Rhodian ‘orientalizing’ wares show how much
" the Greek potter was influenced by the eastern trade.:In
. Level VI there was a fair amount of Proto-Corinthian
~ pottery but in Level V the eatly Corinthian was much less
. common. The plain black ware of Lesbos was favoured by
© . .oneortwo dealers and one seems to have specialized in
" Chiote or Naukratite vases, while from various islands
. came the charming little cups decorated with painted figures
jirds which are in- di:{otdmmt from the Geometric

e Le ‘Vputtcrrnkum dm to about ﬁu B.C. nm.'l
_there s in our seres & gap of some thirty years for -
’whiuhw;-:hwe only a single sherd. This may mean that for .«
-+ atime the operations of the port wese suspended by political
" _conditions, but against that we must set the fact that Greek - .
pottery of that period is found both at Sabouni and else-
- ywhere in northern Sytia, so that imports were coming in,
~and Posidefum is the natutal chanael for them, I thmi: that <
the more likely explanation is' that before the Level . TN, A
ek st B
: WoL :
d for the business activities of the Jater-
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tion which might well account for the disappeasance of a =
whole stratum of potsherds. The rebuilding and re-planning =
of the warehouses coincides with (and may result from)a = 2
revolution in the import business, From that moment;
which we 'can date to about the year 520 B.C,, every im- .
ported vase found in the harbour site comes from Athens *
(PL 214). There were statuettes from Cyprus, blue-glazed

scatabs from Naukratis in Egypt, vessels of polychrome.

s “Phoenician’ glass probably from southern Syria, but inthe

: ._gzn?ium periods so now goods of the highest quality wete

painters whose works are known, and some of them ate |

.“"-'catcwmwunullpllntadlnmmﬁuhhym ts

pottery line Athens enjoyed a complete monopaly; Asin |

imported, presumably for the use of Persian court
glés which ‘would naturally demand the best (PL 21, B i
1y of the fragments found can be assigned to individual

peculiarly fine; but side by side with these we find ‘wares
evidently intended fora more general and a cheaper market.
The most interesting point about these, which throws & néw
light on Attic vase-making, is the constant repetition of the
same design. Thus in one room of Level I we found, lﬁbl‘ﬁ‘ o
or less well preserved, upwards of ten little un '.'-‘»_~
all painted, rather roughly, with a woman’s fﬂm
flower (PL 22 ) and half 2 dozen examples of a simildr ﬂrﬂg
decorated with an acanthus design, all exactly alike, Sidce &

the broken vessels that we find are but a small percentage’ =~
of those 1mpn:ted these unglent-vases must represent'a
very large consignment of cach type. Whather tﬁmﬂuplb—-
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on sale in Posidefum shows that they might be bought by
anyone as souvenirs and even exported. One of them had
been broken and riveted in antiquity and was found by us
in a quarter of the town which, judging by the nomber of
mended vases there, contained the second-hand bazaar; but

the two othets were probably new when they were acci-
dentally broken in the warehouse.

. -Level IV lasted from §20 to 430 B.C. The really surprising
thiog is that at that date it should have existed at all, The
Athenian merchants secured the monopoly of trade with
the East just about the time when the conquests of Cyrus

.- in Joniz were beginning to establish Persia as the enemy of
Greece. In 490 n.C. came the first invasion of Greece and
the battle of Marathon, ten years later the preat invasion
led by Xerxes; Athens was captured, and immediately
afterwards the Persians were défeated in the battles of
Salamisand Plataea; the invaders were driven out of Greece,

- ' ‘but the war continued, and for nearly a century there was

. intermittent fighting between Athenians and Perslans, But -

i ~all the time when Athens was at death-grips with Persia,

1+ wagring desperately by land and by sea, Athenian meschant-

.- ships were aasting anchot by the whatves of Posideium, a

©© Persian port in the Fifth Satrapy of the Persian Empire, and
- trading peacéfully with the enemy; it is a curious witness to

-« theimportance which Athens attached to her overseas trade

. that even when war might well have usurped all her

" energies ‘business’ had to be carried on ‘as usual’. Nor is it

14 less striking commentary on the methods of Persian. -

- -govemment which would not only allow the Satrap or

v Governor of ane of its great provinces to continue ln wWag-

r'f‘ :ﬂq:ln its normal trade with the enemybut would countenanice

. the presence ‘on Persian soil of an Athenian merchant
& 2 ony —for it is certain thaatmany of the dealers there were -
~and in its escouragement of commerce would go. 7

fatther; m&mﬁm {wﬁﬁﬂﬂfmlm inthe ruins, -

ﬂom were what on; '
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| Perslan coins struck in the mints of Sidon, Arvad, and
i Cyprus; but the larger coins were without exception Attic, |
&7 silver tetradrachms either struck in Athens or locally made .

in imitation of the Athenian. For local purchases thenand
g for retail trade with the Phoenician coast Persian money
L. whsused; but for wholesale transactions the regular currency
_@';_J of the port was that of the enemy with which Persia was at
v

War,
i By 430 B.C. the warchouses had dnnnthd:tcrmnfmrdm i
i+ und had to be renewed; Level ITI is simply a reconstruction. 1
) of Level IV, But in the year 375 B.C. or thereabouts there =~
. 'wasa disastrous fire which destroyed most of the buildings
and the new magazines that rose in their place wete onthe
same lines (generally using as foundatlons the stumps of the ,'
old walls) but with floors separated from those of the
former period by as much as three feet of burnt rubbish.Tn- - &
consequence, Level IIT is particularly well presecved, and 7‘1:: )
in most of the stores we weze able to compare in detall the |
contents and uses of the different rooms in each; everything
was classified, and it was seldom that remaing of vessels of . ".f
different sorts were found together - even the lamp-fillers .~ -~ =4
would be, not with the lamps, but in the next room: The
wide assortment of weights - Greek, Syrian, Mesopotam= .«
ian ~bore witness to the international character of the'
busitess done; metal-work was coming from as far afield
. as Lake Van in the Caucasus; Syia or Egypt was contribut-
. " ing amulets of polychrome glass in the form of ptotesquie’
- ‘homan heads; m:ld the quicksilver (used by goldsmiths)
.~ ‘which we found loose in the soil probably came from the
" Almaden mines of Spain. The port flourished exceedingly. © ".;-;;.
/4 Whea i 333 B.c. Alexander the Great overthrew the: =i
-~ Persian Empite and Posidefum became in name as well4s
S a Gieek town, when a single goverament extending s
ﬂ'ﬂt the whole of the eastern Mediterrangan and western:
"0 Agid gssured even freer trade than before and in the pashe
. boxes of the Posideium merchants the world-wide currency.
“of Mumdon rcplnm:t the old coins of Athens, the citizens ¢
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must surely have believed that a new era of prosperity had
" dawned. It was perhaps in that belief that they set up in the
 local temple a marble statue of the City Goddess carved in
the style favoured by Alexander and his successors; we
found the battered head, which had once worn a battle:
mn:odcmwnnfgﬂtbmnzeotnfguld cast away in the
L1t town ruins (PL za b).
200 That head, a few coins of the followers of Alexander, and
n-singl:day vase were all that we found to testify to the
« existence of the place after Alexander’s death, In 301 5.0,
. Seleucus founded, four miles north of al Mina, his new
-~ hatbour of Seleucia with .its tuttﬁdnlhasimmd
" splendid buildings. Faced by auch rivalry the old port simply

© ' ceased to exist—indeed, it is likely that S:I:ucus forcibly
. femoved its people to his new foundation. It had already
suffered very severely when in 413 ».c. Ptolemy of Egypt
*captured and sacked it - that may account for the smashing
.. of the statue of the City Goddess-and now, instead of

 being rebuilt once more, it was deserted altogether. For
EE&:@'M hundred years.it had outlived Alalakh, theciey

built to serve; it had carried on its teade forthe =
o-Hitti 'hnglctamdjthid been the commercial outlet 35
"' of the I’mmn.Em,piru- Now the famboyant Seleucid = -

- capital, Antioch on the Orontes, required a modern harbour
replace the riverside wharves of ancient Posidelum, and 3
en if a few fishing-boats continued to tie up againstthe ' .
£ banik; as they do to this day, it was against reasonto. -
I, :h:mn-mnmdinth;mmhﬂmuidﬂﬂqﬂn -
1?:::! xovm-uhlpp:lng
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.Port 5t Symeon
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- For 4oo years then the site of Posideium was deserted and
. its name passed out of memory. When, in the first century
A.D, the Romans dredged the lower course of the Orontes.
- and made it navigable for small craft as far inland as Antioch
' afew buildings, customs sheds or what not, would natura.lir
EpﬂugupttthanI’Smnuth,nudbythefwthmm ok
*may have developed into a little shipping station, for two
- late elassical writers mention a natural harbour close to, -
Seleucia called Bytyllion, which cannot have Im:n nﬁm
' “than our al Mina, Actually we did find remains
“wrhich we could assign to the fifth or sixth century, and one.
‘at least of them had been a building of sumeimpomu,fﬂt '
it had a stone screen and arcade with elaborately moulded”
‘column-bases; one of the stone shafts had carved onita
‘double cross reminding one that Antioch was-now: ong of.
the chief centres of Christianity; moreover the coins faun&:.
“here, coins of the emperors Justin, Justinian, and Her

ed 16 the fact that in m:&uthul:ﬂimmm_ i
d harhour was. aﬁvalgimmmfﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂt“?-tv' 4
AD. fsaﬁ a great earthquake ruined :3515'-‘“1!: wdd

H #Wﬁlﬂmﬂﬁﬂa Q. mp 53 Vi 15 .g _
4 smaller Antioch, cut DE *lﬁ, -W
earthqu; "ﬁﬁﬂmnmw:m ungu :
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able, had no alternative but to use the old anchorage at its

mouth. But the decay of Antioch and the falling-off of its

trade spelled a short life for Bytyllion; our excavations

produced nothing that could be dated to the later seventh®

and eighth centuries. But from the middle of the ninth cen-

wry onwards the material which we brought to light was

abundant; there were temains of buildings, some of them

on a considerable scale, and there were masses of pottery,

= . - much of it plain, but much of it painted and glazed; some.

Ea was almost certainly of local fabric, but there were many

examples of glazed pottery, including lustre-ware, which

had come from Mesopotamia and evidently was meant for

export abroad, passing through al Mina in transit. Once

again the port was playing the same part as it had played

2000 yeirs before, but now it was the Abbaside Caliphs of

Baghdad and Samarea who were trading with the western

world of the Mediterranean. Until the Byzantine invasion

of A.D. 969 al Mina prospered; after that time it suffered a

- fresh eclipse, for with Antioch in Byzantine hands the trade

. 'with Mesopotamia was cut off and the Byzantines had

. nothing to export; we found only eighteen coins tu Te-
- present the passing of the next 130 years,

. But In 1097 the Christian wasriors of the First Crusade

- besieged and eventually took Antloch and in the same year

the Genoese fleet captured al Mina, This meant a new era

of prosperity, and after 1188, when Saladin conquered and

X " ‘held Latakia further down the Syrian coast, the only hatbour

-ird]linﬂmhmdauftthukﬂ'ofﬂntin:hhcmmﬂy

important, On the tising ground & mile inland rose the -

' . zesidential town of Suwaidiya, but the harbout also rapidly
: hm%dmmmdﬁr beyond the limits of pur excavation
e s s the massive concrete walls, the quays, andthe
oy - Wmtmcmd in fine cut stone, It was
: Port of St Symeon, so' called after the
pus ascetics who gained, or-exhibited,
5§ -_thﬂtlﬂ'ﬁﬂv&mthetupafs_ Yl
_bq,mbwuwm nei hhnuung
sidm’...--.




victory with those of Tancred, who became Duke in 1104,!
but such early pieces ate very few in number and the bulk
come after the loss of Latakia; it is to this later period: that
we must assign the main buildings and at least the majority
of the objects found in the ruins, By far the most interest-
ing discovery was concerned with the pottery used by the
Crusaders,®, This was a brownish ware covered with a white
slip through which designs were cut into the brown clay |
before firiag; then colour was added, green and yellow and
sometimes purple, and the whole was coated with a lead
- glaze which in the furnace took on a yellowish tint (Pl, 23),

The presence of a few ‘kiln-wasters’ proved that the vessels
were made on the spot, in the Port of St Symeon itself,
Examples of this coarse but gay glazed carthenware have
been found in other places in Syria, as far south as Mt
Carmel, but the export went much farther afield than that;
a fine bowl now in the Victoria and Albert Museum was
built as an ornament into the tewer of a church in Pisal
Really it is a very decorative ware. The designs are usually
simple and the drawing crude — the craftsmen employed
were native Syrians, as is shown by an Arabic inscription on
one piece and by the otiental character of maay of the pat-
tecns, and Christian motives are rare, though we have one -
big fragment with an elaborate representation of a Crusader

EPILOGUE SRR T NET

“in chain armour (PL 23, No, 4); but the splashes of qolour
on the white ground are. sHIEulljr applied and the general ' - 8

. effect is most pleasing. The Crusaders themselves must haye

_'rabah home specimens of their honsehold pottery, and

© . since Port St Symeon was making it between 1200 and x268:
't when Antioch and its harbour were captured by tha_.,_‘
' Ma:qclulm,long before any such wares were manufactured |

j:a pm:t at least inspired by the products of al Mina,

o2 B WS, G. Robinson and D. Allen, Nwrm‘ffw g&r
- Sérles, wol. svin, 1537, "

-in Italy, it may wellbe that vessels so ‘much admired served
a5 models for Italian potters and that Italinn maiolica was £

A wmwﬂnﬂmamzﬂumnmmm g
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We began our excavations there in the hope of finding the
channel through which the influences of Asiatic art were |
brought to bear on the western world of the Mediterranean,
Discoveries at Atchana proved that this was true of the
place at least as far back in time as the eighteenth century
B,c. when Crete learnt from Asia the techniques of architee-
7+ " tute and of painting in fresco. Unexpectedly, the remains '
. . atal Mina gave us not only relations with the Greek islands
: the eighth and later centuries, but also the trading
" links between Athens and Persia which held fast through- -
* "oit the agony of the Persian War, It is curiously fitting that ¢
the tradition should be maintained to the end and that when
Posidefum revived for a brief spell as Port St Symeon it
should still furnish to the craftsmen of the western world

SR
o b S i, RO

sl T

oriental ideas and techniques to inspire new arts in Europe. 3

‘" Afterits capture by Baibars the Mameluke the port was

" deserted ingeed and its buildings crumbled until in course

: 'E time the flattened stone-strewn ground was turned to 2

. Sailing-boats still belng cargoes of timber or o

fmept to;th: tlver mouth; but the mud-brick custom sheds |,

dusﬁMth:ﬁﬂan‘niMha The Harbour, The
“pames have passed out’ of memoty and the Alaouite

LR

it, Sheilkh Yasuf, has ususped all thatis left of St Symeon’s

it, Yet where o much has been forgotten it is possible -
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UR OF THE CHALDEES

&l? . Pt
- An account of the excavations that have taken place in U:m
%um'nbur of years, and particularly the

expeditions sponsored
the Unlversity Museum of Pennsylvanio and the British
Museum under the directorship of che suthor of this book. -

‘Reading Us of the Chaldecs ane is filled with awe at fhe rich-
ness and perfection of man's workmansbip 5,000 years age; af

tbe iprpeensily of man's lenoledie to-diy fn plecing
seatiered remaing of dhe past.’ = Time and Tide
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