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INTRODUCTION

Gerenal. INTRODUCTION

Wirr but one exception antiquity affords no
further information on the life and work of Diodorus
of Sicily than is to be found in his own Library of
History. The exception is St. Jerome, who, in his
Chronology under the Year of Abraham 1968
(= 49 B.c.), writes: “ Diodorus of Sieily, a writer of
Greek history, became illustripus.” *

Diodorns himself sn_gs (1. 4. 4) that the city of his
birth was Agyrium in Sicily, one of the oldest settle-
ments of the interior, which was visited even by
Heracles (4. 24), whose enlt was maintained by the
inhabitants on a scale rivalling that of the Olympians,
and this statement is rendered plausible by the
importance accorded the city in his JMistory, an
importance quite out of propertion in a Waorld History
of only forty Books? It is a striking coincidence
that one of the only two Greek inscriptions from
Agyrium (JG. XIV, 588) marked the ﬁ}r:al resting-
place of a ** Diodorus the son of Apollonius.”

The earlicst date at which Dicdorus is known to

L Dicdories Siculus Grascas seriplor historice clarus habdur
(p- 166, i, ed. Helm). This date must mark the first appesr-
ance of o portion of his History.

4 At that he i3 more mﬂ in this respect than Ephorus,
who, aooording to Strabo (13, 8. 8), was ao ingistent on men-
t.mm:;igtha city of his erigin, Cyme, that he onoe added,
“ At the sme time the Cymacans were at peace.”’
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INTRODUCTION

have been gathering material for his history is the
180th Olympiad (6 JBO-57/6 p.c.), in the course of
which he visited Egypt (1. 44. 1). Diodorus records
that while there he saw with his own eyes a mob of
Egyptians demand, and apparently secure, the death
of a man connected with a Roman embassy, becanse
he had accidentally killed a cat, and this despite
the fear which the Egyptians folt for the Romans,
and despite the fact that * Ptolemy their king had
not as iz]tnhecn given the appellation of * friend ' *
by the ans (1. 83. 8). Ptolemy XI, “ the Piper,”
had ascended the throne of the last nominally
independent Hellenistic kingdom in 80 B, and
after waiting twenty years, a period in which the
Roman Senate would neither avow nor repudiate
him, finally secured recognition by the Senate
through the efforts of Cacsar and Pompey in 59 m.cd
This embassy is not mentioned in the Roman SOUTrCes,
but the huge sum required of Ptolemy by Caesar
and Pompey in exchange for this recognition must
certainly have required some such a diplomatic
mission, and it may be assumed that it was dispatched
from Rome fairly carly after January 1st, when
Caesar entered npon his consulship, or at least soon
after February 1st, when he first had the fasces,
The date of this recognition of Ptolemy by Rome
clearly shows that Diodorus was in Egypt in the
year 59 m.c,, the length of his visit remaining still
uncertain,

1 Buetonivs, Julius, 54. 8+ Societates ac regna prefio dedil
(sc. Caesar), ut qui uni Plolemaso prope ser milia talenforim
stio Pompetgue nomine abstulerit,  Ptolemy was driven from
hig throne by the people in 57 and restored Iy Gabinius in
66 ep. the comments of Butler-Cary, ad lnc,
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® Diodorus had already commenced his work as early
as 56 ;.o This is evident from the passage (1. 44.
1-4) 1 in which he lists the number of years during
which Egypt was under the control of foreigners.
The last aliens to rule over Egypt, he says, are the
Macedonians and their dynasty who have held the
land for two hundred and seventy-six years. Now
since the conquest of Egypt by Alexander is put by
Diodorus (17. 49) in the year 331 r.c., he must have
been at work upon the composition of his Library of
History at least as early as b6 n.c.

The latest contemporary cvent mentioned by
Diodorus is a reference to the eity of Tauromenium
in Sicily, when he records (16. 7. 1) that ™ Caecsar
removed the citizens from their native state and the
ej? received a Roman colony.,” This may have
taken place in 88 pc., or soon thereafter, since
Appian, Civil Wars, §. 109 f. tells how the city in 36
closed its gates to Octavian, who was caught on the
same day by Sextus Pompey and in the ensuing
naval battle lost practically all his ships, barely
gsms:::lg with hLis life. This disaster hé could have
avoi had the eity received him and his forees,
and the anger which he must have felt toward the
city supplies the motive for the drastic punishment
meted out to it The founding of this eolony

! The significance of this evidence has, so far as T know,
been overlooked by previous writers, sven by U. Cuntz, De
Augugto Plinii geogrophicorum auctore (Bonn, 1888}, pp. 3211,
who has listed most fully the references in Diodorus to con-

bﬁmmry eventa,
% This 18 the dste ﬂrst-wigertcd by . Cunte, op. eit,, p. 95,
Ao s “probable by Deloth, fha .H‘k:&hru der
priechisch-romischen Welt, p. 337, and by Schwarts, 'ﬁ.m.
5, 663, and fully approved by Kornemann, R-8%., 4. 5240,
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INTRODUCTION

has been placed also in 91 B.C., the year in which,
according to Cassiug Dio (54. 7. 1), Augustus re-
organized Sicily;1 but it seems most improbahle
that such an act of angry revenge should have been
delayed for fifteen years on the occasion of 4 mere
administrative reorganization which surely eould
have called for nothing like this,

That Taurpmenium was made a Roman colony in
36 v.c. or a little later, and that, therefore, the latest
date at which Diodorus is known to have been com-
I)os{ng or revising his history is that vear or a little

ater, would appear to be supported by two further
considerations. ~ Diodorus informs us {1, 4. 1} that
he had spent thirty years in the eompositfon of his
history, and it may justly be assumed that this
eriod includes the travels which he made and the
E.mgers which he met in visiting the most important
sites about which he intended to write. The begin-
ning of this period must surely be set some years
before 58 p.c., when he was in Egypt, since it is
only reasonable to suppose that he had been turning
over his great undertaking in his mind and been
reading and excerpting some anthorities upon Egvpt
before he set out upon his travels. Furthermore, in
view of the great admiration of the Roman Empire
expressed by Diodorus it is difficult to believe that

Unasiue Tio (40. 12, 5) states that, after the defaat of Soxtus
Pompey and the humbling of Lepidus in 36 5.0, Octavian
did actually punish sertain unspecified cities of Hiaily, and
among these must have besn Touromenfom.

3 ﬁu is the view of Mommaen, C\0.5., X, p. 718; Romische
Forschung, 2. p, 549, n. 1, 0f C. Waohsmuth, £1her das Gesshichis.
werk des Sikelioten Diodoros (Leipzig, 1802), I, p. 3, and of
M. Biidinger, I¥e Universalbistorie s Alterthuma, 114, n, 4,
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INTRODUCTION

he would have said that the Macedonians were the
last aliens to rule over Egypt, had he been working
on his History after the, incorperation of Egypt in
the Roman gmpire in 30 s.c. And this accords
with the statement of Suidas,® that the jfloruit of
Diodorus fell in the period of Augustus Caesar and
before.? .

The task which Diodorus sct himself was to write
one of “the general histories ™ (ai wowal loroprue),?
or “* the general events " (af wowal mpdfas) (1. 4 6;
5. 1. 4); in other words, to compose a Universal,
or World, History from the Creation to his day.
The adjective ** general " or “ common " is uscd
s much by him that it may be possible to find
in its connotation the clue to his motive in taking
upon himself so great a tasl. In the decade
between 70 and 60 m.c. he had seen the entire
Mediterranean shore brought under the control of
Rome by Pompey—FEgypt was still independent
only in name, for its kings held their throne at the
will of the Roman Senate—the sea swept clean of
pirates, Roman supremacy extended * te the bounds

m’- awe (B0, AdBupar) B dal vl xﬁvw Abypilrrov Kolorapos
L

* Althouph parts of his History musi have & redd

40 B.0., it i3 reasonable to suppose that Dicdorus quhmiH

s 8 wimlo, with consequent revision, at one time, between

46 and 30 n.0. ot the latest; op. below, p. xvi, n. L.

* Dionysius of Halicarnassus (1. 6) uses the same words in
i glni the writings of Timaeus.

4 Op. 1. 8. 2, when he contrasts © isolated wars waged by &

singlo nation or & single state’’ with  the general eventa™

(ol xowal mpdfer). The same sharp distinction sppears alig

in 1, 4. 6, and he uses the same words to desoribe the Uaiversal

Histery of Ephorua (4. 1. 3).

xi



INTRODUCTION

of the inhabited world » (1. 4. 3). If Diodorus had
not witnessed the celebration of this incorporation
of the Eastern world in the Roman state, he had
certainly heard from others of the great triumph of
Pompey in 61 B.C., in the course of which banners
announced that he had subdued fourteen nations,
brought back 20,000 talents to the treasury, and
almost doubled the annual revenue of the state,
Under the dominion of Rome the Stoie idea of g
cosmopolis was on the way to becoming an actuality,
All mankind was coming to form a " common "
civilization, a " common socicty, and Diodorus
could speak of a * common life " in the sense that
the whole Mediterranean world was now interested
in the same things and what benefited one nation
was of common value to all. If the term Western
civilization " may properly inelude two cultures so
different, for instance, as those of the United States
and Spain, it is no exagperation to say that by
60 b.c. Syrian, Greek, Iberian and Roman had
become one. The limitations of the old city state,
whereby ainan was a stranger in any ecity but the
one of his origin, were gone for ever, Surely, then,
the history of each one of these nations was g matter
of interest to all, since the past of cvery people was
making its distinetive contribution to this most
catholic of all eivilizations, and he who would gather
the records of all these peoples and present them in
convenient form would };mrc  composed a treatise
of the utmost value to those who are studiously
inclined ” (1. 3. 6). Some such considerations as
these must have moved Diodorus to lay hand to
such a work, and even if he was not the man fully
to control the material before him, still we eanngt

xil



INTRODUCTION

deny him at all events the apology of Propertius

(2. 10, 6):
in magnis el voluicse sat el

In preparation for his History Diodorus states
(L. 4. 1) that with much hardship and many dangers
he visited all the most important regions of Europe
and Asia: There is no evidence in his work that he
travelled in any other land than Egypt, where he
may have ascended the Nile as far as Memphis, in
connection with which eity he mentions a shrine of
Isis which ** is pointed out to this day in the temple-
area of Hephaestus " (1. 22. 2); all tfm other details
of his account of that marvellous land could have
been gathered from his literary sources. The anly
other place where he claims to have stayed was
Rome, which furpished him in abundance the
materials necessary for his study (1. 4. 2). Certainly
he never went to Mesopotamia, since he places
Nineveh on the Euphrates, and it is kinder to suppose
that he never visited Athens than to think that the
glory of the Acropolis, if he had once seen it, was
not considered important enough to deserve mention.

Not only does Diodorus elaim to have travelled
widely in preparation for his History, but to have
- gained through his contact with the Romans in Sicil
* considerable fnl:mhant}r ” {NM‘?]‘ lEp.'ﬂ'{:p{'n, 1. 4.4} Wl
their language. In the general disparagement of
Diodorus, his knowledge of Latin has not been over-
Jooked, and he has been accused even of finding a
nominative Fidenales from an ablative Fidenafe!

1 Bo Christ-Schmid, Griechische Litteraturgeschichte ® umug.
2, p. 408, n. 9, but without basis, as had been shown by @.
Bigwart, Bomische Foslen und Annelen bei Diodor (Greisswald,

1606), pp. 5 f.
xiii



INTRODUCTION

Other eriticisms on this score, such as that he dig
not know the meaning of bellare sym aligup,l must
be held in abeyance, so long as the question whether
Dicdorus in his account of HRoman affairs used g
Latin or Greek source (or sources) is still sub Judice,
And since criticism is beginning "to adopt & more
reasonable attitude towarg Diodorus,® the better
course is to trust his word that he conld use the
Latin language; he knew it at least well encugh
for his purposes,

Diodorus commenced with the mythical period
and brought his History down to 59 n.c., the year of
Julius Caesar’s first consulship. Of the forty Books
only the first five and Books XI-XX are preserved,
ulr.hyuugh fragments of the other twenty-five are
found in different authors, notably in Eusebius and
Byzantine excerptars. According to his own plan
(1. 4. 6-T), Books I-VI embraced the period before
the Trojan War, the first three treating of the histo
of the non-Greeks, the other three, of that of the
Greeks., The next eleven, Books VII-XVII, were
designed to form a Universal History from the
Trojan War to the death of Alexander the Great,
and the last twenty-three carried the aecount down
to the Archonship of Herodes in G0/59 m.e., ie. to
include the year 6160 B.c3 As for the years
covered by his History, he makes no effort to estimate
those which had elapsed before the Trojan War,

1 Up. Bidinger, maia.g. 122, n. 1.
* 0. Louze, .ﬁ:rﬁmﬁcﬂa alrzihlung (Tiibingen, 1008), gives
the most recent detailed defence of Diodorus; ep. p. 78,
n. 107, for the exagperated detraotions by Reuss, Wachamuth,
and Sohwartz,

* Cp. Leusze, op. cit., p. 72,

xiv
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since for that earlier period there existed no chrono-
lngical table ** that was trustworthy,” ! but for the
gubsequent period he records that he followed the
Chronolagy of Apollodorus of Athens ® in setting 80

pars between the Trojan War (1184 B.c.) and the
ieturn of the Heracleidae (1104 s.c.), thence 328
years to the First Olympiad (776/5 ».c.), and from
the First Olympiad to the beginning of the Celtie
War (60/09 p.c.), a date which Apolladorus did not
reach, Diodorus counted 730 years. There can be
no question about the correctness of these numbers
of years, 80, 328, T30, because in the next sentence
he makes the sum of them 1138; and yet T30 years
after the First Olympiad is 46/5 p.c., just fifteen
years later than the date at which he says his History
closes. It is impossible to think that his work came
down to so late a date, since his last book opened
with the year 70 8.c., the latest fragment mentioning
the conspiracy of Catiline in ngﬂand he states
speeiﬁcal];r that his History elosed before the year
60/59 B.c. .

¢ contents of the several Books aresbriefly =

Book I: The myths, kings and customs of Egypt.
Bock IT: History of Assyria, deseription of India,
Seythia, Arabia, and the islands of the Ocean.

1In 40, 8 Dicdores =sayas that he had no chronslogical
table for this period, and on the basis of that passage
an excerptor, wartz, H-£%, 5. 605, argues that ho ocould
not have used the Chronology of Castor; but Beloch, Romische
(eschichie, p. 123, properly valls the attention of Schwarts to
Mﬁl&gﬂ and its mioresduerar.
12::””" Chromology spennod the yoars 1184/3 to st least

B,

? Por & possible explanation of this diserepaney, op. balow,

P xix,
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Book ITI; FEthiopia, the Amazons of Afriea, the
inhabitants of Atlantis and the origins of the
first gods.

Book IV: The principal Greek gods, the Argonauts,
Theseus, the Seven against Thebes.

Bock V: The islands and peoples of the West,
Rhodes and Crete,

Bu-nkzanﬂ-][: Fragments, from the Trojan War to

B.C.

Commencing with Book XI the Library of History
covers :

Book XI: Years 480-451 p.c.
Book XII: Years 450415 n.c.
Book XIII: Years 415-405 n.c.
Book XIV: Years 404537 p.c.
Book XV: Years 386-361 n.c.
Book XVI: Years 360-336 n.c.

* Book XVII: Years 830-324 p.c.
Book XVIII: Years 323-318 .o,
Book XIX : Years 317-511 s.c.
Book XX : Years 310-302 p.c.
Books XXI-XL: Fragments, years 301-60 n.c.

To compose a history of the entire world down to
his day was * an immense labour,” as Diodorus says
(1. 3. 8), looking back upon it,! because the material

1 The Preface was certainly (ep. 1. 4. 8) rovised after the
whole work had been eompleted. Diodorus laments (40. 8
that parts of his work had reached the public befors his fin
revigion and publication as a wholas, Dhﬁu}‘:&;iﬂ 49 B.C. (see
whove, p.vii, o, 1), Justhow ul;rj.umlyﬂ;u w are to be taken
remaing o question. Might they not be a reserved suggestion
to the ng publie that, in order to ?at- his final acoount,
they should purchase the latest revision

xvl



INTRODUCTION

for it lay scattered about in so many different authors,
and berause the authors themselves varied so widely.
Perhaps this was his way of telling his readers that
what they should expect of his history is no morc
than a compilation of what former writers had set
down. And the choice of s0 unusual a title, Lifirary
of History" is further evidenee that Diodorus made
no pretence of doing anything more than giving a
convenient summary of events which were to he
found in greater detail in many works. The alloca-
Hon of this and that bit of informalion among the
various writers whom Diodorus names has peeupied
the attention of many scholars.® The carlier view
was that Diodorus took a single author and eopicd
him for many chapters and even Books of his history.
From that extreme position eriticism soon was foreed
to recede, and it is generally held now that while
Diodorns probably leaned very strongly upon a sin lix
anthor for one or another section of his work, he
used at the same time other writers as well. It is
the feeling of the present translator that there is
much more of the individuality of Diollorus in his
Library of History than has been generally supposed,
and that he picked and chose more widely and more
wisely than ia.s been allowed him by most eritics.®

% Pliny, Nat. Hist., Proface, 26, praised this straightforward
title [dpud Giraecos desiit nugari IHodorus eb BiBAwtfuns
historians sust fnscripail).

* A convenient summAry and robuital of mome of the
carlior literature is gjvm L. 0. Bricker, Moderne QQuellen-
forﬂaﬁ;rﬂ und antiks ichischresber (Innsbruch, 1B8Z),

PR -
2 T fully subsariba to the following words of Jacoby, F. Gr.

Hist. 2, B D, p. 356 “. . . direkte beautzun Theopompoa
bei Diodor ist so wenlg wahrseheinlich, Winvg eino ]J.J;:mr:r-
xvii



INTRODUCTION

A brief discussion of the sources used by Diodorus is
given in the Introductions to the several volumes.

One mistake of method made it almost impossible
for Diodorus to write either a readable story or an
accurate history. So soon as he entered the period
which allowed precise dating he became an annalist,
or, in other words, he endeavoured to present under
one year the events which took place in Greece,
Sicily, Africa and Italy, to write a synchronistic
universal history. For a closely related series of
incidents which covered several years this meant
that he either had to break the story as many times
as there were years, or crowd the events of several
years into one. Moreover, he tried to’synchronize
the Roman consular year, which in his day com-
menced January Ist—and he uses this date even for
the earlier period—with the Athenian archon year,
which commenced about the middle of July. It
should be observed to his credit that Diodorus
recognized (20. 43.7) the shortcomings of this
annalistic arrangement, but he still felt that the
recital of events in the order in which they were
taking place gave a more truthful presentation of
history.

It may be noted, in connection with this annalistic
arrangement, that, although Diodorus says in his
Preface to the First Book that he has brought his
history down to 60/59 B.c., yet in three other places

analyse, die satz fiir satz Theopompos, eigene ziisatze
des Ephoros und solche aus Xenophon scheidet, reichlich
unsicher st,”’ and to the conclusion of Holm, Geschichie
Siciliens, 2, p. 369, * dass Diodor nicht bloss mit der Scheere
%g:r??itat hat, sondern auch mit der Feder und mit dem

pf.”’ '

xXvi
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(3. 88. 2; & 21. 2; 5.22. 1) he remarks that he will
speak of Britain more in detail when he gives an
account of the deeds of Gaius Caesar, and that, as
ohserved above, in the Chronolagy which he gives of

‘his entire work, 1138 years from the Trojan War

brings his history down to 46/45 n.c. It has been
suggegtcd by Sehwartz * that Diodorus found these
fgures in some Chronology which he had in his hands
at the time. Such an assumption would indeed
ponviet him not only of carelessness, but of plain
stupidity. It seems more rensonable o suppose
that, as Diodorus was engragred upon the writing of
his earlicr Books, he fully intended to bring his
history down to include the year 46/40 nr, whieh
would make an excellent stopping-point. In Mareh
of 45 p.c. Cacsar met and dofeated at Thapsus the
last army of republicans whieh still held the field

ainst him. The first period of eivil war was at an
end. However, as Diodorus grew ol and perhaps
a little tired, he gave up his original plan. He
stopped his account at 60/59 w.c., which year, mark-
ing the agreemcnt reached by Caesar, Fompey and
Crassus, was a definite tuming?niul: in the history
of the Roman Republic. The ™ 1138 years " may
be explained in two ways. Since some of his Books,
and presumably the earlier ones, came into the
hands of the public before his final revision and the

ublication of his History as a whole, Diodorus may

. celf have overlooked the need of correcting that
pumber in the final revision, Or the earlier figures
may in some way have slipped from an earlier MS,
into une of the final revision.

b R.Et., 6. 685,
xix
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INTRODUCTION

From scattered observations, which bear every
mark of being from Diodorus himself and not from
his sources, and from the emphasis upon certain
phenomena or particular features of history, it is
possible to pet some idea of his views and interests.
Again and again, and not alome in the Preface to
the First Book, the Stoic doctrine of the wiilifas of
history iz stressed, and nowhere does he demand
that f;istury be entertaining, Of the customs of
Egypt he will mention, he tells us, only those which |
are especially strange and those which can be of
most advantage to his readers (1. 89. 2), of its laws
only those that can be of help to lovers of reading
(1. 77. 1). It is obviously to this end that, as he
states (11. 46. 1), he makes it his practice to increase
the fame of good men by extolling them and.to
censure evil characters; the latter he does, for
instance, at the death of Pausanias (loc. cit.), and
the defeat of Leuctra offers an occasion to observe
what heavy punishments await the proud and unjust,
while Gelon (11. 33. 8) and Epaminondas (15. 83. 1)
receive thespraise which is due to noble men, More
often than any extant ancient historian Disddrus
stresses the view that history should instruct in the
good life. 'With great detail (16. 61 ) he describes
the fate which met the various leaders of the
Phocians, who had dared to lay impious hands upon
the treasure of Delphi, how the allicd cities lost their
freedom, and even how one woman who had tricked
herself out with the chain of Helen ended her days
as a prostitate, while another, who had put on the
chain of Eriphyle, was burned to death in her home
by her own son. Philip, on the other hand, because
he came to the defence of the oracle, increased in

XX
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power from that day forth and finally made his
country the mightiest state in Furope,” The great
earthquakes and inundations in the Peloponnesus of
878 v.c. were certainly due to the anger of the gods,
more particularly to that of Poscidon. Admitting
that the natural philosophers gave another reason,
yet he thinks that they were wrong, and goes on to
show what it was that angered Poseidon (15. 48).
He emphasizes the qualitics of the spirit, such as
meeckness, gentleness, kindliness, very much in the
manner of Herodotus ; but he thinks very little of
demoeraey (1. T4, 75 18. 95. 1), the natural counter-
part of such a conviction being a great admiration
for the strong man in history.

While characteristies such as these exelude Dio-
derus from a place among the abler historians of the
ancient world, there is every reason to believe that
he used the best sources and that he reproduced
them faithfully. His First Book, which deals almost ,
exclusively with Egypt, is the fullest literary accomnt
of the history and customs of that country after
Herodotus, }gnnka II-V cover a wide*range, and
because of their inclusion of much m ological
material are of less value. In the period from 480
to 301 p.c., which he treats in annalistic fashion and
in which his main source was the Universal His
of Ephorus, his importance varies according as he i3
the sole continuous source, or again as he is paralleled
by superior writers. To the ‘E%I:y years from 480 to
430 n.c. Thueydides devotes only a little more than
thirty chapters; Diodorus ecovers it more fully
(11. g?-li. 48) and his is the only consecutive literary
account for the chronology of the period. On the
other hand, he is of less importance for the years

xxi



INTRODUCTION

430-362 B.c., since the history of this period is
coverad in the wntﬂmrrary aceounts of Thueydides
and Xenophon, For the years 362-302 ».c. Diodorus
is again the only conseccutive literary account, and
although the Epitome by Justin of the History of
Philip by Pompeius Trogus is preserved for the
earlier period, and the Anabasis of Arrian and The
History of Alexander the Great by Q. Curtius Rufus,
more than half of which is extant, for the years
336-323, Diodorus offers the only chronological sur-
vey of the period of Philip, and supplements the
writers mentioned and contemporary sourees in many
matters. For the period of the Successors to
Alexander, 328-302 p.c. (Books XVIII-XX), he is
the chief literary authority and his history of this

eriod assumes, therefore, an importance which it

oes not possess for the other years. These three
Books are based mainly upon the work of Hicronymus
of Cardia, an historian of outstanding ability who
brought to his account both the experience ained
in the serviee, first of Bumenes, and then of Anti-
gonus, andsan exceptional sense of the importance
of the history of the period. As for Sicily, it has
well been said that no history of that island could
be written were it not for Diodorus, and as for
Roman history, the Fasti of Diodorus are recognized
in the most recent research to be by far the oldest
and most trustworthy.

One merit even those eritics who have dealt most
severely with Diodorus aceord him. Long speeches,
happily used but unhappily introduced by Thuey-
dides, Diodorus avoids, as he promises that he will
do in the Preface to Book XX. With the exception
of four instances he eliminates entirely that rhetorical
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deviee, which must have wearied even a contem-
porary audience. He gave great care to little details
of writing, and when he errs in fact the fault is not
go much his as that of his source. A kindly judg-
ment upon such errors may be found in the wcrs.a
of Cicero when he acknowledges that the story was

enerally recognized to be incorrect that Eupolis,
ﬁm poet of Old Comedy, was thrown into the sea
by Alcibiades, and adds: " But surely that is no
reason for sneering at Duris of Samos, who was a
careful scholar, because he erved in the company of
many others.”

Lprrions ann TRANILATIONS

The following are the more important cditions :

Poggio Braceiolini: Latin translation of Books
1-V; published at Bologna, 1472, and many times
thereafter at Paris, Venice and Lyons.

Vincentius Opsopoens : the first Greek edition,
containing Books XVI-XX only; Basel, 1539.

H. Stephanus: Greel edition of Books I-V, XI-
XX, and some fragments of Books XX[-XL; Geneva,
1559, .

L. Rhodoman: the edition of Stephanus with a
Latin translation, indices and chronological tables;
Hanan, 1604.

Petrus Wesseling: the Greek text, and the Latin
version of Dhodoman, with the critical worle of
former scholars; 2 vols.,, Amsterdam, 1746. This is
the only annotated edition of Diodorus and a monu-
ment n? zeal and scholarship.

1 Ad A, 8.1, 18+ * Num ideirca Duris Samius, lomo in
Ristoria diligens, quod cum mullis errowi, smridefur 7
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Bipontine” Edition, 11 wels,, Zweibriicken and
Strassburg, 1793-1807. This is the edition of Wes-
seling, to which were added essays by C. G. Heyne
and I. N. Eyring.

H. Richstidt: the Greek text of Books I-V,
X-XIV: 2 vols., Halle, 1800-1802.

L. Dindorf: four editions of the Greck text: 4
vols., Leipzig (Weidmann), 1826 ; 5 vols., with eritical
apparatus, Leipzig (Hartmann), 1828-31; 2 vols. in
a Didot edition, the Latin by C. Mauller, Paris,
18424 ; b vols., Leipzig (Teubner), 1866-8.

I Bekker: the Greele text; 4 vols., Leipaig
(Teubner), 18554

The present text is based upon that of Vogel-
Fischer, Leipzig (Teubner), 1888 ff., and the most
important variants of the editions of Belker and
Dindorf (1866-8) have been noted; the reading
which follows the colon is, unless otherwise stated,
‘that of the fexlus receplus.

Translations of Dioderus have not kept pace with
the intrinsic interest of his History. Worthy of
mention i# that into EBoglish in two velumes by
(. Booth, London, 1700 another edition, in a series
entitled * Corpus Historieum,” is of London, 1814,
The English is quaint, archon being somctimes
rendered ** lord high-chaneellor,” " high-chancellor,”
* chief magistrate; " the chapter divisions are quite
arbitrary, and the early date, before the commentary
of Wesseling, makes it of little value. The trans-
lation into German by J. F. Wurm, Stuttgart,
182740, iz a serious work, and that of A, Walrmund
of Books [-X, Stuttgart, 1866-4, with many notes,
has also been of considerable aid in the preparation
of this translation. It is hoped that infelicitics of
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the present translation will be viewed hy scholars
with some indulgence, in consideration of the fact
that it is the first in English for more than two
hundred years.

One feature of the style of Diodorus calls for
remark., A large part of his earlier Books is in
indirect dizcourse, which is introduced with * they
say " or " it is said " or ** history records,” and the
like, or with the name of the writer he is following.
Yet at times he inserts into this reported speech
sentences of direet discourse which are presumably
original with himself. In general, an attempt has
been made to distinguish this reported speech from
the remarks of Dicdorus himself; but I have not
done so if it involved any great interruption of the
flow of his nareative,

ManuscrirTs
A. Codex Coislinianus, of the 15th century.
B. Codex Mutinensis, of the 15th century,
C. Codex Vaticanus, of the 12th century.
D. Codex Vindobonensis 79, of the 11l century.
E. Codex Parisinus, of the 16th century.
I'. G. Codices Claromontani, of the 16th century.
M. Codex Venetus, of the 15th century,
N. Codex Vindobenensis, of the 16th century.

The designations of the MSS. are those of the
Preface to the first volume of the edition of Vorel-
Fizcher, to which the reader is rveferred for further
details on each MS. and its worth. In the critical
notes "' Vulgate " designates the reading of all MSS.
except I, and " 11" designates the reading of all
MBES. of the ™ second class,” fe. of all but A B D,
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Intnopucrion 1o Booms I-II, 34

After the Preface to his whole work Diodorus
deseribes the origin of animal life, and then, * since
Egypt is the country where m}rth:ﬂnglr places the
origin of the geds "' (1. . 6), and since ** animal life
appeared first of all ™ (1. 10. 2) in that country, he
devotes the entive First Book to the gods, kings,
laws and customs of that land. His interest in
relipion causes him to pay more attention to that
subject than to political institutions and militdry
affairs, in marked contrast to his later Books. As
for his litevary sources, he is generally held to have
drawn primarily upon Hecatneus of Abdera, whe
visited Egypt ecarly in the Srd century s.c., for his
account the customs of the Egyptians, upon
Agatharchides of Cnidus, an historian and geographer

the 2nd century m.c., for his geographieal data,
and especially for?ie deseription uft.ﬁ: ile (cc. 82—
41. 8), and upon Herodotus. He also mentions what
is told by the priests of Egypt and natives of Ethiopia,
and it is Bntively possible that many a detail was
picked up bt}' personal observation and inguiry. By
the time of his visit Greek had been the official
langruage of the land for nearly three hundred years
and was widely used in the better cireles, and hence
he was not in such danger of being imposed upon by
guides and priests as was Herodotus.

In the opening chapters of the Second Book
Diodorus moves to Asia and Assyrian affairs, Most
of his material was drawn from Ctesias of Cnidus,
who spent seventeen years as physician at the court
of the Persian king, Artaxerxes Mnemen, returning
to Greeee some time after 300 p.c.  Ctesias wrote a
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Pergica in twenty-three Books, the first six of which
dealt with Assyrian and Median history. Whether
Diodorus used Ctesias directly or through a mediom
is still a question? He also used Cleitarchus and
" ecrtain of those who at a later time crossed into
Asia with Alexander ™ s& 7. 3). Incidentally, he
quotes from a particular Athenacus, otherwise
unknown, and “ cértain other historians " (2. 20. 3)
to the effect that Semiramis was nothing more than
a beautiful courtesan. While there is some shadowy
outline of the long history of Egypt in Book I, what
Diodorus {or rather Ctesias, Cleftarchus and others)
had to offer on Bnhlyluniun history is scarcely deserv-
ing of the name. Itis astonishing to observe that a
writer with the opportunities which Ctesias enjoyed
should have been content to do little more than pass
on the folk tales which constitute the ** history * of
the Assyrian Empire.

Into the daily widening field of the histery of
Egypt and Babylonia, which is the theme of this
w:ﬁume of Diodorus, and in which many dates change
from year to year and many are still the subject of
controversy among competent Orientalists, a classi-
cist enters with extreme reluctance. It has seemed
the better policy to draw upon the latest f{menl
survey of this period, The Cambridge Ancient History,
for the chronclogy, recognizing at the same time
that even the contributors to this single enterprise
are not always in agreement.

* Cp. P. Sohnabel, Berossos und die babylowisch-hellenistischa
Literatur (Leipzig, 1923}, p. 34.
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CONTENTS OF THE FIRST BOOE
OF DIODORUS

Introduction to the entire work (chaps. 1-5).

On the accounts given by the Egyptians about the
origin of the universe (chaps. 6-T).

On the gods who founded cities in Egypt.?

On the first men and the earliest manner of life
J{chap. 8).

On the honour paid te the immortals and the
hugimt.ﬁ of the temples FJ ﬂt;hm'n.-‘- in 0

o A of the land o t and the

marvels mmﬂﬁu{ the river Nile; t]glgpnauses also
of its flooding and the opinions thercupon of the
historians and the philosophers (chaps. 30 ).

On the first ki of Egypt and their individual
deeds (chaps. 44 ﬁ]}g‘ﬂ

On the construction of the pyramids which are
listed among the seven wonders of the world (chaps.
63 f.).

ﬁn)the laws and the courts of law (chaps. 69 {L.).

On the animals held sacred among the Egyptions
{chaps. 83 ). .

On the customs of the Egyptians touching the
dead (ehaps. 91 f.).

On those Grecks, renowned for their learning, who
visited Egypt and upen aequiring much useful know-
ledge brought it to Greece (chaps. 96 ff.).

1 Thers are no chapters which are cspesially deveted to
this topic.
3
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BOOK 1

1. Tr is fitking that all men should ever accord
preat pratitude to these writers who have com
universal T historics, since they have aspired to help
by their individual labours human seciety as a whale;
for by offering a schooling, which entails no danger,
in what is advantageons they Emvide their readers,
through such a presentation of events, with a most
e ent kind of experience. For although the
learning which is acquired by experiemce in each
gseparate ecase, with all the attendant toils and
dangers, does indeed enable a man to discern in
each instance where utility lies—and this is the
reason why the most widely experienced of our
heroes ® suffered great misfortunes before he

Of many men the cities saw and learned
Their thoughts ;—

yet the understanding of the failures and successes

of other men, which is acquired by the study of

history, affords a schooling that is from actual

experience of ills, Turthermore, it has been the

aspiration of these writers to marshal all men, who,
®
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awxupawra mowelhawg xaTd Ty ,E‘r.uu Eyewy ,ua}
Lirnowe iy ':rrpwrrrupéymu, u?n.}.&. plpnew vhy
imre-rawrpémv Kl -:mp Tave frpeu‘ﬁwamue
-rmr; r})l..:mmq dmarres T wmﬂpﬁw wpoKpivovaiy
év raly oupfovdias B i de Tod ypdvov mepe-
ryeryempemp avrols t‘me;pmw ﬁq- TowoiiTov -
¥ orl.r;.iuﬂ'iﬁrmi '.r'?,rv ek TS :.:r'rupmr; ,uuﬁrﬂa'w
gm- wal T wijfer oy mpayudToy TpoTepolay
alTiy emeyrokaner, Oi0 gal Tpds dmdoas Tds
Tob Plov mepioTdues YpnopaTdTy dv Tis elva
voploeie THy Tavths avainyur. Tolw pér T&.p
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1 The reference is to the Stoie doctrine of the universal
kinahip of mankind.
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BOOK I 1. 3-3

although united one to another by their kinship,!
are yet separated by space and time, into one and
the same orderly body. And such historians have
therein shown themselves to be, as it were, ministers
of Divine Providence. TFor just as Providence, hay-
ing brought the orderly arrangement of the visible
stars and the natures of men together into one
common relationship, continually directs their courses
through all eterity, appertioning to each that which
falls to it by the direction of fate, so likewise the
historians, in recording the common affairs of the
inhabited world as though they were these of a
single state, have made of their treatises a single
reckoning of past events and a common clearing-
house of knowledge concerning them. TFor it is an
exeellent thing to be able to use the ignorant mis-
takes of others as warning examples for the correc-
tion of error, and, when we confront the varied
vicissitudes of life, instead of having to investigate
what is being done now, to be able to imitate the
successes which have been achieved in the past.
Certainly all men prefer in their counsel the oldest
men to those who are younger, because of the
experience which has accrued to the former through
the lapse of time; but it is a fact that such experience
is in so far surpassed by the understanding which is
gained from history, as history excels, we know, in
the multitude of facts at its disposal. TFor this reason
one may hold that the acquisition of a knowledge of
history is of the test utility for every conceivable
cireumstance of life. For it endows the young with
the wisdom of the aged, while for the old it multiplies
the experience which they already possess; citizens
in private station it qualifies for leadership, and the

7
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1 The Greek “metropolis,” the " home country ™ or * mothor-
tity ™" of all the colonies wliich it had sent forth, was venerated
by them ns the source of their race and of their institutions,
Yor the striking figure cp. the passage in Athenwus 104 B,
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BOOK I 1. g-2. 3

leaders it incites, through the immortality of the
glory which it confers, to undertake the noblest
deeds; soldiers, again, it makes more ready to face
dangers in defence of their country because of the
public encomiums which they will receive after death,
and wicked men it turns aside from their impulse
towards evil through the everlasting opprobrium to
which it will condemn them.

2. In general, then, it is because of that com-
memoration of goodly deeds which history accords
men that some of them have been induced to beeome
the founders of cities, that others have been led to
introduce laws which encompass man's social life
with security, and that many have aspired to discover
new sciences and arts in order to benefit the race of
men.  And since complete happiness con be attained
only through the combination of all these activities,
the foremost meed of praise must be awarded to that
which more than any other thing is the canse of
them, that is, to history. TFor we must look upon it
as constituting the guardian of the high achieve-
ments of illustrious men, the witness which testifies
to the evil deeds of the wicked, and the benefactor
of the entire human race. For if it be true that the
myths which are related about Hades, in spite of
the fact that their subject-matter is fietitious, con-
tribute greatly to fostering piety and justice am
men, how much more must we assume that history,
the prophetess of truth, she who is, as it were, the
mother-city * of philosophy as a whole, is still more

tent to equip men's characters for noble living!
FDDI all men, by reason of the frailty of our nature,

whera Chrysippus ocalls the Gastralogy of Archestratus a
“ metropolis 'Poi the philosephy of E;fnrnm.
9
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BOOK Ip 2 3"'6‘

live but an infinitesimal portion of eternity and are
dead ﬂmughnut all subsequent time; and while in
the case of those who in ‘their lifetime have done
nothing worthy of note, everything which has per-
tained to them in life also perishes when their bodies
die, yet in the case of those who by their virtue haye
achieved fame, their deeds are remembered for
evermore, since they are heralded abroad by history's
voice most divine,

Now it 18 an excellent thing, methinke, as all men
of understanding must agree, to receive in exchange
for mortal labours an immortal fime. In the case
of Heracles, for instance, it is generally agrecd that
during the whaole time which he spent among men he
submitted to great and continuous labours and perils
willingly, in order that he might eonfer benefits
upon the race of men and thereby gain immortality ;
and likewise in the case of other great and goad men,
some have attained to heroie honours and others to
honours equal to the divine, and all have been thought
to be worthy of great praise, since history immor-
talizes their achievements. For wherefs all other
memorials abide but a brief time, bei continually
destroyed by many vieissitudes, yetmﬁc power of
history, which extends over the whaole inhabited
world, possesses in time, which brings ruin upon all
things else, a custodian which ensures its perpetuel
transmission to posterity.

History also contributes to the power of speech,
and a nobler thing than that may not easily be
found. For it is this that makes the Greeks superior
to the barbarians, and the educated to the unedu-
cated, and, furthermore, it is by means of specch
alone that one man is able to gain ascendancy over
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BOOK I 2. 6-3. 2

the many; and, in general, the impression made by
every measure that is proposed eorresponds to the
power of the speaker who presents it, and we deseribe

reat and good men as “ worthy of speech,”! as
though therein they had won the highest prize of
excellence. And when speech is resolved into its
several kinds, we find that, whereas poetry is more
pleasing than profitable, and codes of law punish
but do not instruct, and similarly, all the other kinds
either contribute nothing to happiness or else
contain a harmful element mingled with the bene-
ficial, while some of them actually pervert the truth,
history alone, since in it word and fact are in perfect
agreement, embraces in its narration all the other
qualitics as well that are useful; for it is ever to be
seen urging men to justice, denouncing those who
are evil, landing the good, laying up, in a word, for
its readers a mighty store of experience.

3. Consequently we, observing that writers of
history are o ed a merited approbation, were led
to feel a like enthusiasm for the subject. But when
we turned our attention to the historiansbefore our
time, although we approved their purpose without
reservation, yeb we were far from feeling that their
treatises had been composed so as to contribute to
human welfare as much as might have been the case,
Tor although the profit which history affords its
readers lies in its embracing a vast number and
vaﬁe:e.g' of circumstances, yet most writers have
recorded no more than isolated wars waged 1:37 asingle
nation or a single state, and but few have undertaken,
beginning with the earliest times and coming down

! e wo to be the subjest of o o &hdoyes I8 &
favourite of Diodorus i.'lll the umm&;mgﬂ}"'dh
tinguivhed," * notable." )
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1 Of the writers who mey be ssid to have composed universal
histories, Disdorus may have had in mind Hecodobus, wlo had
no chronologieal systom, Anaximenes of Lampssous, who
confined his Hellenica, na the title shows, to the Greeks, and
Ephorus of Cyme, who omitted the mytholegical period and
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BOOK I 3. 2-5

* to their own day, to record the events connected

with all peoples; and of the latter, some have not
attached to the several events their own proper dates,
and others have passed over the deeds of barbarian
peoples; and sume, again, have rejected the ancient
legends becavse of the difficulties involved in their
treatment, while others have failed to complete the
lan to which th:hy had set their hand, their lives
Em'ing been cut short by fatel And of those who
have undertaken this account of all peoples not one
has eontinued his history beyond the Macedonian
iod. For while sorae have closed their accounts
with the deeds of Philip, others with those of
Alexander, and some with the Diadochi or the
Efpi oni,® yet, despite the number and importance
of the events subsequent to these and extendin
even to our own lifetime which have been le
neglected, no historian has essayed to treat of them
within the compass of a single narrative, because of
the magnitude of the undertaking. For this reason,
since both the dates of the events and the events
themselves lie scattered about in numerdus treatises
and in divers authors, the knowledge of them
becomes ditfieult for the mind to encompass and for
the memory to retain.
Consequently, after we had examined the com-
position of each of these authors’ works, we resolved
to write a history after a plan which might yield to

whose death brought his history to a close with t.ham}-mr
340 n.o., although he had witnessed the stirring events of the
subwpquent twenty yenrs,

* The Disdochi, or Successors, wers thoss rulers who shortly
after 323 R, formed separste kingdoms oub of the territo
conguered by Alexander. The Epigoni were the next
suceeeding genarations,
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BOOK L 3. 5-4. 1

its readers the preatest benefit and at the same
time incommode them the least. For if a man
should begin with the most ancient times and record
to the best of his ability the affaivs of the entire
world down to his own day, so far as they have been
handed down to memory, as.though they were the
affairs of some single city, he would obviously have
to undertake an immense labour, yet he would have
composed a treatise of the utmost value to those
who are studiously inclined. For from such a
treatise every man will be able readily to take what
is of use for his special purpose, drawing as it were
from o great fountain, The reason for this'is that,
in the first place, it is not easy for those who propose
to go through the writings of so many historians to
procure the books which come to be needed, and, in
the second place, that, because the works vary so
widely and-are so numerous, the recovery of past
events beeomes extremely diffieult of comprehension
and of attpinment; whereas, on the other hand,
the treatise which keeps within the limits of a single
narrative and contains a connected account of events
facilitates the reading and contains such recovery of
the past in a form that is perfectly easy to follow.
In general, a history of this nature must be held to
surpass all others to the same degree as the whole
is more useful than the part and continuity than dis-*
continuity, and, again, as an event whose date has
been accurately determined is more useful than one
of which it is not known in what period it happened.

4. And so we, appreciating that an undertaking
of this nature, while most uscful, would yet require
much labour and time, have been engaged upon it
for thirty years, and with much hardship and many

17
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BOOK I 4. 1-6

dangers we have visited a large portion of both
Asia and Burepe that we might see with our own
eyes all the mast important regions? and as many
others as possible; for many errors have been com-
mitted through ignorance of the sites, not only by
the common run of historians, but even by some of
the highest reputation. As for the resources which
have availed us in this undertaking, they have been,
first and foremest, that enthuosiasm for the work
which enables every man to bring to completion the
task which seems impossible, and, in the second place,
the abundant supply which Rome affords of the
materials pertaining to the proposed study, For
the supremacy of this city, a supremacey so powerful
that it extends to the bounds of the inhabited
world, has provided us in the comse of our long
residence there with copious resources in the maost
accessible form. TFor sinee the city of our origin
was Agyriom in Sieily, and by reason of our contact
with the Romans in that island we had gained a
wide acquaintance with their language,® we have
acquired an accurate knowledge of alb the cvents
connected with this empire from the records which
have been carefully preserved among them over a
long period of time. Now we have begun our
history with the legends of both Greeks and bar-
barians, after having first investigated to the best
of our ability the aceounts which each people records
of its earliest times.

Since my undertaking is now completed, although
the volumes are as yet unpublished, I wish to pre-

Ll iling lan in Bieily in this period was Greek.
On e 5t Biodorus with Letin s the Intro.
duection, pp. xiiif.

9



DIODORUS OF SICILY

Bovhopar Bpayéa mwpobiopioar mwepl Sins TS
wpaypaTeias. Tav yap FiBiav fulv 8 plv al
mpdiTal wepiéyovre Tas wpo Tov Tpawdy wpafers
xai pvfodoyias, ral Tolrer ai pév wpoyyoy-
pevas Tpeis Tas PapBapucas, ai &' s oyebov
Tas rav Elojrer &p;(,amla-yfavg' fv 88 raly
perd TatTas fvbexa Tas amo Ty Tpowedy cowds
wpdfes dvayeypidaper fws Tis ' AleEdvSpov
TeheuTE €v Of Tais €ETs eikoat xal Tpial BiBAous
Tds Aevwas dwdoas xaverdfajey pé‘xpi i
dpyfis Tol cverdrros wohépov Pwpaios wpos
Kenrovs, xal bv fyodpevos Ddtes lothaos
Kaioap o &g Tds mpdfes arpna-a.?apeuﬂelc Beas
kareroléunce plv T wheloTa Kal payipdTaTe
riw Kehrdw &0y, mpoeBiface 8¢ mov fyepoviar
e Pouns pexpr TAv DBperravikdy vijoar
TovTov & al wpatar wpdfers édmereréofnaav
"Ohvpmiabes Tis katootis wal dylenrooTiv
katd TO TwpiTor &res éw gpyorros "Afjrmow
‘Hpadov.

5. Taw 8¢ ypévay todrer wepehpuuévor év
TauTy TH wpayparela Tovs utr wpo tav Tpwwdv
ot Swopitipela BeBatws Siit To pndév wapdmyypa
wapaihypévar wepl Todrav miarevduevor, awo Bi
rév Tpowdy axohodfus "Arodholwpp vo "Abdy-
valp Tifleper bydonxort Ern mwpos Ty kdfobov
riov ‘Hpaxheboy, dwo B¢ rairys éml rhy mpargy
‘Ohvpmidia Bual Aelwovra Téw Tprarosivy xai
Tpedkovta, audhoyilperor Tols ypovovs dmd Tév
év  Aaxebaipore Basiievodvrov, dmo 8¢ Ths

1 For the subjects of the several Books see the Introduation,
pp. zvif. | )
20



-

BOOK I 4 6-5. 1

sent a brief preliminary outline of the work as a
whole. Our first six Books embrace the events and
legends previous to the Trojan War, the first three
setting forth the antiquities of the barbarians, and
the next three almost exclusively those of the
Greeks;® in the following eleven we have written
a universal history of events from the Trojan War
to the death of Alexander: and in the succeeding
twenty-three Books we have given an orderly account
of all subsequent eventz down to the beginning of
the war between the Bomans and the Celts, in the
course of which the commander, Gaius Julius Caesar;
who has been deified beeause of his deeds, subdued
the most numerous and most warlike tribes of the
Celts, and advanced the Roman Empire as far as the
British Isles. The first events of this war cccurred
in the first year of the One Hundred and Eightieth
Olympiad, when Herodes was archon in Athens.?

6. As for the periods included in this work,
we do not attempt to fix with any strictness the
limits of those before the Trojan War, because no
trustworthy chronological table coverint them has
ecome into ouor hands: but from the Trojan War
we follow Apollodorus of Athens? in setting the
interval from then to the Beturn of the Heraeleidae
as cighty years, from then to the First Olympiad
three hundred and twent -mEht vears, reckoning
the dates by the reigns nf'éu: ings of Lacedaemon,

% On thess periods and dates, ns given more fully in the
followi aragraph, see the Intredoetion, p. xv.

T A ;iifomﬁ:m and historinn of the second century B.o.
whose Chronelogy coversd the yeara 1184-119 mo. The
Chronology of Oastor of Rhodes, of the first contury 0., which
came down to 60 ma., and waa probably aleo used by Diodorns
after the date where Apollodorus stopped, ineluded the period
before the Trojan War.
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BOOK I 5. 1-6. 2

and from the First Olympiad to the beginning of the
Celtic War, which we have made the end of our
history, seven hundred and thirty years; so that
pur whole treatise of forty Books embraces eleven
hundred and thirty-eight years, exclusive of the
periods which embrace the events before the Trojan
War. '

We have given at the outset this precise outline,
since we desire to inform our readers about the pro-
jeet as a whole, and at the same time to deter those
who are accustomed to make their books by com-
pilation,! from mutilating works of which they are not
the authors. And throughout our entive history
it is to be hoped that what we have done well may
not be the objeet of envy, and that the matters
wherein our knowledge is defective may receive
correction at the hands of more able historians.

Now that we have set forth the plan and purpose
of our undertaking we shall attempt to make good
our promise of such a treatise.

6. Concerning the various conceptions of the gods
formed by those who were the first fo introduce
the worship of the deity, and mnceminﬁsthe myths
which are told about each of the immortals, although
we shall refrain from setting forth the most part
in detail, since such a procedure would require a
long account, yet whatever on these subjects we
may feel to be pertinent to the several parts of our

roposed history we shall present in a summary
fashion, that ncthing which is worth hearing may
be found missing. Concerning, however, every race

whole, Whather they had been materially altered, as was
often done by the distkeussts, is not Joown.
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BOOK L 6. 2y, 1

of men, and all events that have taken place in the
known parts of the inhabited world, we shall give
an aceurate account, so far as that is possible in the
case of things that happened so long ago, beginning
with the earliest times. Now as regards the first
origin of mankind twe apinions have arisen amo
the best authoritics both on nature and on history.
One group, which tales the position that the universe
did not eome inko being and will not deeay, has
declared that the race of men also has existed from
cternity, there having never been a time when
men were first begotten; the other gronp, however,
which holds that the universe cnme into being and
will deeay, has deelared that, like it, men had their
first origin at a definite time.t

7. When in the beginning, as their account runs, the
universe wis being formed, both heaven and earth were
indistinguishable in appearance, since their elements
were intermingled : then, when their bodics separated
from one another, the universe took on in all its parts
the ordered form in which it is now seen: the air
set up a continual motion, and the fiery*element in
it gathered into the highest regions, since anything
of such a nature moves upward by reason of its
lightness (and it is for this reason that the sun and
the multitude of other stars beeame involved in the
universal whirl); while all that was mud-like and
thick and contained an admixture of moisture sank
because of its weight into one place; and as this

Peripaletios, and was defenided by Theophrastus against Zeno,
the founder of the Stoie scheol. The argumenta used by
Theophrastus are found in Philo Judseus, De delernilaie
Mundi, capecially chaps, 23-27; op. E. Zellar, dAristolla and the
Earlier Peripatetics (Eng. transl.), 2. pp. 380,
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i BOOK I. 7. 2-6
continually turned about upon itself and became
compressed, out of the wet it formed the sea, and
out of what was firmer, the land, which was like
tter’s clay and entively soft. But as the sun's
ESc shone upon the land, it first of all became firm,
and then, since its surface was in o ferment hecause
of the warmth, portions of the wet swelled up in
masses in many places, and in these pustules covered
with delicate membranes made their appearance.
Such a phenomenon ean be seen even yet in swamps
and marshy places whenever, the ground having
become cold, the air suddenly and without any
gradual change becomes intensely warm, And
while the wet was being impregnated with life by
reason of the warmth in the manner described, by
night the living things forthwith received their
nourishment from the mist that fell from the envelop-
ing air, and by day were made solid by the intense
heat; and finally, when the embryos had attained
their full development and the membranes had hesn
thoroughly heated and broken open, there was pro-
duced every form of animal lifel  Of thlse, sucll: as
had partaken of the most warmth set off to the
higher regions, having become winged, and such as
retained an carthy consistency carne to be numbered
in the class of crecping things and of the other
land animals, while these whose composition partook
the most of the wet element gathered into the region
congenial to them, reeeiving the name of water
animals. And since the earth constantly grew more
solid through the action of the sun's fire and of the
winds, it was finally no longer able to generate any

! Cp. chap. 10. 2.
7



7

DIODORUS OF SICILY

twayorsiv, oAN &k Tis wpds dMApha pifews
dxacra yevvaclar Tow pfriywr,

“Bowe 8¢ mepl Ths Tow Shwy dicews ovd
Edpimibne Siapavely Tols mpoepnuévos, palnTis
dv "AvaFayopov Tob duaiked v yip Tff Meha-
vimary Tifnow olres, .

dis obpawds Te yaid T fr popdn wa

émeil 8 eywplofnoay aifley Siya,

rikrover wavra kavédorav ely daos,

§éubpy, mernvd, Bipas, obs &' ahun Tpédet,

rpévios Te Buyrd. .

8. Kai mepl pév vijs wpoThs Tiv Ghov yevé-
sews Totabra wapsihidaper, Tovs 8 £E dpxdis
vevenbévras Tév dvfpamar daciv v drdaxTe ral
Onpraider Bl kafeardras omwopdbny éml Tas
vopds éfiévai, xai -arp@ﬂ?ép&-:rﬂm vis Te Bordng
Thp wpoonverTdToy Kal ToUs alTopdTous 4o
rar Sévdpwor kapmols. wxal mohepovpévous piv
Hme Tov Bypiwr addfhors Sonfely dmo Tob cuudé-
povros Eilbackopévovs, alpotbopdvovs 88 G Ty
boPov emupivdaker éx Tob KaTd piKkpdy ToUs
a\Mhwr Towous, The guvis & donuov  wal
auyreyupérs obons éx Tob kat' dNiyov Siapbpody
riis MEews, kal wpos dAMghovs Tilévrag aluSoda
wept Exdorou Thy Drokeuévwy yrdpior opiow
abrois Tofoar Ty wepl dmdvrav épumvelav.
rowodrov i cvoryudrer ywopfver kel dracav
i olkoupévny, oly opodwror wdyTas Eyew Ty

1 Frg. 488, Nauck,

. Busolt, ** Diodeor’s Vechilltniss z. Stoicisrans," Jaksh.
cl. Phil. 130 [1889), 207 ff., asoribes to Posidonius most of the
Pgafuue of Dicdorus, but finds in this snd tho proceding
z




————

. Sl

.

BOOK L 7. 6-8. 4

of the larger animals, but each kind of living ereatures
was now begotten by breeding with one another.

And apparently Mauripides also, who was a pupil
of Anaxagoras the natural philosapher, is not opposed
to this account of the nature of the universe, for in
his Melanippe* he writes as follows :

"Tis thus that heav’n and earth were onee one form;
But sinee the two were sundered each from each,
They now beget and bring to light all things,

The trees and birds, the beasts, the spawn of sea,
And race of mortals,

8, Concerning the first generation of the universe
this is the aceount which we have received.? DBut
the first men to be born, they say, led an undisei-
plined and bestial life, sctting out onc by one to
secure their sustenance and taking for their food
both the tenderest herbs and the froits of wild trees.
Then, since they were attacked by the wild beasts,
they came to each other’s aid, being instructed by
expediency, and when gathered together in this way
by reason of their fear, they gradually came to
recognize their mutual characteristics.  And though
the sounds which they made were at first unintcﬁ.i—
gible and indistinet, yet gradually they came to give
articulation to their speech, and by agreeing with
one another upen symbols for each thing which
presented itself to them, made known among them-
selves the significance which was to be attached to each
term, But sinee groups of this kind arose over every
part of the inhabited world, not all men had the

chaptor Epiourean infloence. The fact ie that Diedorus’
philosophy, if he may be said to have hod any, wes highly
eclootic.
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same language, inasmuch as every group organized
the elements of its speech by mere chance, This is
the explanation of the present existence of every
conecivable kind of language, and, furthermore, out
of these first groups to be formed eame all the
origrinal nations of the world.

ow the first men, since none of the things useful
for life had yet been discovered, led a wretched
existence, having no elothing to eover them, knowing
not the use of dwelling and fire, and also being
totally ignorant of cultivated food. For since they
were ignorant of the harvesting of the wild food,
they laid by no store of its [ruits agninst their
needs ; eonsequently lavge numbers of them perished
in the winters because of the cold and the lack of
food. Little by little, however, experienee taught
them both to take to the caves in winter and to
store such fenits as could be preserved. And when
t.hc‘}r had become acquainted with fire and other
uzeful things, the arts also and whatever else is
cupable of furthering man’s social life were gradually
discovered. Indeed, speaking generally, ifi ull things
it was necessity itselfp that %)emme man's teacher,
supplying in appropriate fashion instruction in every
matter to & creature which was well endowed by
nature and had, as its assistants for every purpose,
hands and speech and sagacity of mind,

And as regards the first origin of men and their
carlicst manner of life we shall be satisfied with
what has been said, sinee we would keep due propor-
tion in our account. 9. But as regards all the events
which have been handed down to memory and took
place in the known regions of the inhabited world, we
shall now undertake to give a full account of them.
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BOOK I. g. 2-6
-

Now as to who were the lirst kings we are in no
position to speak on our own authority, nor do we
give assent to thozse historians whea profess to know 3
for it is impossible that the discovery of writing was
of so early a date as to have been contemporary
with the first kings. DBut if a man should eoncede
even this last point, it still seems evident that writers
of history are as a class a quite recent appearance
in the life of mankind., Again, with respect to the
antiyuity of the human rece, not only do Greeks
put forth theie elaims but many of the barbarians
as well, all holding that it is they who are auto-
chthonous and the first of all men to diseover the
things which are of use in life, and that it was the
events in their own history which were the earliest
to have been held worthy of record.  So far as we
are eoncerncd, however, we shall not make the
attempt to determine with precision the antiquity of
cach nation or what is the race whose nations are
prior in point of time to the rest and by how many
years, but we shall record summarily, keeping due
proportion in our account, what each nation has to
say concerning its antiquity and the early events
in its history., The first peoples which we shall die-
cuss will be the barbarians, not that we consider
them to be carlier than the Greeks, as Ephorus has
said, but beeause we wish to set forth most of the
fuets about them at the outset, in order that we may
not, by beginning with the various aceounts given
by the Greeks, have to interpolate in the different
narrations of their early history any event connected
with another people.  And since Egypt is the countey
where mythology places the origin of the gods, where
the earliest observations of the stars are said to have

33
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been made, and where, furthermore, many note-
worthy deeds of great men are recorded, we shall
begin our history with the events connected with
Beypt.

ll'.‘rI,: Now the Fgyptians have an aecount like this:
When in the beginning the universe came into being,
men first came into existenee in Bgypt, both because
of the favourable climate of the land. and becanse of
the nature of the Nile. For this stream, since it
produces much life and provides a spontancous supply
of food, casily supports whatever ﬂving things have
been engendered; for both the root of the reed
and the lotus, as well as the Fgyptian bean and
corsacunt, as it i called, and many other similar
plants, supply the race of men with nourishment
all ready for use.!  As proof that animal life appeared
first of all in their land they would offer the faet
that even at the present day the soil of the Thebaid
at certain times generates mice in sueh numbers
and of such size as to astonish all who have witnessed
the phenomenon; for some of them are fully formed
as far as the breast and front feet and"wre able to
move, while the rest of the body i= unformed, the
clod of earth still retaining its natural eharacter,
And from this fact it is manifest that, when the
warld was first taking shape, the land of Egypt could
better than any other have been the place where
mankind came into being because of the well-
tempered nature of its soil; for even at the present
time, while the soil of no other country generates
any such things, in it alone eertain living ereatures

of ench food is deseribed. The corseeum was the wber of the
Nile water-lily.
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BOOK I 1o, 3-11. 1

may be seen coming into being in a marvellous
fashion.

In general, they say that if in the flood which
oceurred in the time of Deucalion most living things
were destroyed, it is probable that the inhabitants
of southern Egypt survived rather than any others,
since their conntry is rainless for the most part; or
if, as some maintain, the destruction of living things
was complete and the earth then brought forth
again new forms of animals, nevertheless, even on
such a supposition the first genesis of living things
fittingly attaches to this country., For when the
moisture from the abundant rains, which fell among
other peoples, was mingled with the intense heat
which prevails in Pgypt itself, it is reasonable to
‘suppose that the alr became very well tempered for
the first peneration of all living things. Indeed, even
in our day during the inundations of Egypt the
generation of forms of animal life ean elearly he
seen taking place in the pools which remain the
longest; for, whenaver the river has begun to recede
aﬂtﬂgﬂm sun has thoroughly dried the surface of the
slime, living animals, they say, take shape, some of
them fully formed, but some only half so and still
actually united with the very turti)::,

11. Now the men of Egypt, they say, when ages

they came into existence, as they looked up at
’:ﬁ firmament and were struck with both awe and
wonder at the nature of the universe, conceived that
two gods were both eternal and first, namely, the
sun and the moon, whom they ecalled respectivel
Osiris and Isis, these appellations having in eacﬁ

¥ re Vogel: omitted by Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf.
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casc been based upon a certain meaning in them.
For when the names are translated into Greek Osiris
means “ many-eyed,” and properly so; for in shed-
ding his rays in every direction he surveys with
many cyes, a8 it were, all land and sea.  And the
words of the poet! are also in agreement with this
conaeption when he says:

The sun, who sces all things and hears all things,

And of the ancient Greek writers of mythology some
give to Osiris the name Dionysus or, with a slight
“change in form, Sirfus. One of them, Eumolpus,
in his Bacchic ITymn speaks of

Oy Dionysus, shining like a star,
With fiery eye in ev'ry ray ;

while Orphens? says :

And this iz why men eall him Shining One
And Dionysus,

Seme say that Osiris is also represented with the
cloak of fawn-skin about his shoulders? as*imitating
the sky spangled with the stars. As for Isis, when
’cr:::u.aa:h:n:ucF‘.l the word means * aneient,” the name
having been given her because her birth was from
everlasting and ancient. And they put horns on her
head both beeause of the appearance which she has
to the eye when the moon is crescent-shaped, and
because among the Lgyptians a cow is held sacred
to her,

These two gods, they hold, regulate the entire
universe, giving both nourishment and inerease to

* Prg, 237, Kern.
! That is, s Dionysus was commanly representid,
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BOOK L. 1t g-12. 3

all things b}y means of a system of three seasons
which complete the full eyele through an unobserv-
able movement, these being spring and summer and
winter; and these seasons, lﬁuugh in nature most
opposed to ome another, complete the eyele of the
year in the fullest harmony. Moreover, practically all
the physical matter which is essential to the genera-
tion of all things is furnished by these gods, the sun
contributing the fiery element and the spirit, the
moon the wet and the dry, and bath together the air;
and it is through these clements that all things are
engendered and nourished.  And so it is out of the
sun and moon that the whaole physieal body of the
universe is made complete; and as for the five
parts just named of these bodies—the spirit, the
fire, the dry, as well as the wet, and, lastly, the
air-like—just as in the case of a man we enumerate
head and hands and feet and the other parts, so in
the same way the body of the universe is composed
in its entirety of these parts.

12. Each of these parts they regard as a god and
to each of them the first men in Egypt to" use articu-
late speech gave a distinet name appropriate to its
nature. Now the spirit they called, as we translate
their expression, Zeus, and since he was the source
of the spirit of life in animals they considered him
to be in a sense the father of all things. And they
say that the most renowned of the Greek poets?
also agrees with this when he speaks of this god as

The father of men and of gods.

The fire they called Hephaestus, as it is translated,
helding him to be a great god and onc whe con-

U Homer; the phrase oscurs in many passagoes.
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BOOK I 1z 3-7

tributes mueh both to the birth and full development
of all things. The earth, again, they looked upon as
a kind of vessel which holds all growing things and so
ave it the name * mother "' ; and in like manner the
%rccks also call it Demeter, the word having been
slightly changed in the eourse of time; for in olden
times they called her Ge Meter (Iarth Mother), to
which Orpheuns ! bears witness when he speaks of

Earth the Mether of all, Demeter giver of wealth,

And the wet, according to them, was called by the
men of ald Oeeand, which, when translated, means
Fastering-mather, though some of the Greeks have
taken it to be Oceanus, in conncction with whom
the poet * also speaks of

Oeeanus source of gods and mother Tethys,

Yor the Egyptians eonsider Oceanus to be their
river Nile, on which also their gods were born ; since,
they say, Egypt is the only country in the whole
inhabited world where there are many eities which
were founded by the first gods, such as Zeus, Helius,
Hermes, Apalle, Pan, Eileithyia, and many meore.?

The air, they say, they called Athena, as the name
is translated, and they considered her to be the
daughter of Zeus and conceived of her as a virgin,
beeause of the fact that the air is by its nature
uncorrupted and occupies the highest part of the
entire universe; for the latter reason also the myth
arose that she was born from the head of Zeus.

B Tt wag the wife of Owanvs, The line is from the
Thiad 14, 302,

By the time Diodorus visited Erypt many an old
Egyptian city bore n Oreek name, such as Diospolia (cp.
elinp. 45), Heliopolis, Hermupolis, Apollinopolis, Tanopolis,
and the like.
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BOOK I. 1z, 7-13. 2

Another name given her was Tritogeneia (Thrice-
born), because her nature chuugcs three times in
the course of the vear, in the spring, summer, and
winter. They add that she is alse called Glavcopis
(Blue-eyed),! not beeause she has blue eyes, as some
Greeks have held—a silly explanation, indeed—but
because the air has a bluish cast,

These five deities, they say, visit all the inhabited
world, vevealing thr:msci’;fns to men in the form of
sacred animals, and at Llimes even appearing in the
guise of men or in other shapes ; nor is thisa %a.huiuus
thing, but possible, if these are in very truth the
gods who give life to all things, And also the poet,
whao visited Egypt and beeame acquainted with such
accounts as these from the lips of t}m priests, in some
place in his writings ® sets forth as actual fact what
has been said:

The gods, in strangers’ form from alien lands,
Frequent the eities of men in ev'ry guise,
Obzerving their insolence and lawful ways.

Now so far as the celestial gods are® concerned
whose genesis is from cternity, this is the account
given by the Egyptians,

13. And besides these there are other gods, they
say, who were terrestrial, having once been mortals,
but whe, by reason of their sagacity and the good
services which they rendered to all men, attained
immortality, some of them having even been kings
in Lgypt. Their names, when translated, are in
some cases the same as those of the celestial gods,
while others have a distinet appellation, such as

! This common opithet of Athena in Homer ia more
pgenerally talen to mean “ gleaming-syed."

2 Odyssey 17, 486-7,
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BOOE I 13. 2-14. 1

Helins, Cronus, and Lhea, and also the Zeus who is
called Ammon by some, and besides these Hera and
Hephaestus, also Hestia, and, finally, Hermes.
Helius was the fivst king of the Fgyptians, his name
being the same as that of the heavenly star! Some
of the priests, however, say that Hephaestus was
their first king, sinee he was the discoverer of fire
and received the rule becanse of this serviee to
mankind; for once, when a tree on the mountains
had been struck by lightning and the forest near by
was ablaze, Hephinestus went up to it, for it was
winter-time, and greatly enjoyed the heat; as the
fire died down he kept adding fuel to it, and while
keeping the fire going in this way he invited the
rest of mankind to enjoy the advantage which
came from it. Then Cronus beeame the ruler, and
upon marrying his sister Rhea he begat Osivis and
Isis, aceording to some writers of mythology, but,
according to the majority, Zeus and Hera, whose
high achievements gave them dominion over the
entive universe. Irom these last were sprung five
gods, one born on each of the five duﬁr which the
Egyptians intercalate ; ® the names of these children
were Osiris and Isis, and also Typhon, Apollo, and
Aphrodite; and Osiris when trans ated is Dionysus,
and Isis is more similar to Demeter than to any
other goddess; and after Osivis married Isis and
succceded to the kingship he did many things of
service to the soeial life of man.

14. Osiris was the first, they record, to make man-

1 That is, the sun.

% The Egyptions nsed a calendar of twelve months of thicky
days each, with five days intercalated at the end of the year.
Cp. chap. 60,
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BOOK I. 14. 1-15. 1

kind give up cannibalism; for after Isis had dis-
covered the fruit of both wheat and barley which
grew wild over the land along with the other plants
but was still unknown to man, and Osirvis had also
devised the cultivation of these froits, all men
were glad to change their food, hoth because of the
pleasing nature of the newly-discovered grains and
heeause it seemed to their advantage to refrain from
their butchery of one another.  As proof of the
discovery of these froits they offer the following
ancient eustom which they still observe: Iiven yet
at harvest time the people make a dedieation of
tha first heads of the grain to be eul, and standing
beside the sheaf beat themselves and eall upen Isis,
by this act rendering honour to the goddess for the
fruits which she discovered, at the senson when she
first did this. Morcover in some cities, during the
Festival of Isis as well, stalks of wheat and barley
arc carvied among the other cbjects in the proces-
sion, a5 a memorial of what the goddess so ir:genimmi}r
discovered at the beginning. Isis also established
laws, they say, in accordance with whiclrthe people
regularly dispensc justice to one gnother and are
led to refrain through fear of punishment from
illegal violence and ineolenee ; and it is for this reason
also that the early Grecks gave Demeter the name
Thesmophorus! acknowledging in this way that
she had first established their laws.

16. Osiris, they say, founded in the Egyptian
Thebaid a city with a undred gates, which the men
of his day named after his mother, though later
generations called it Diospolis,? and some named it

! Low-giver. * Oty of Zeus.
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BOOK L 15. 17

Thebes. There is no agreement, however, as to
when this city was founded, not only among the
historians, but even among the priests of Lgypt
themselves; for many writers say that Thebes was
not founded by Osiris, but many years later by a
certain king of whom we shall give a detailed account
in connection with his period.}) Osiris, they add,
also built a temple to his parents, Zeus and Hera,
which was famous both for its size and its costliness
in general, and two golden chapels to Zeus, the
Jarger one to him as god of heaven, the smaller one
to him as former king and father of the Egyplians,
in which rile he i= cnﬁud by some Ammon. He also
made golden chapels for the rest of the gods men-
tioned above, allotting honours to cach of them and
appointing priests to have charge over these. Special
esteem at the court of Osiris and Isis was also
accorded to those who should invent any of the arts
or devise any useful proecess; consequently, since

. copper and gold mines had been discovered in the

Thebaid, they fashioned implements with which they
killed the wild beasts and worked the soil, and thus
in cager rivalry brought the country under cultiva-
tion, and they made images of the gods and mag-
pificent golden chapels for their worship.

Osiris, they say, was also interested in agriculture
and was reared in Nysa, a city of Arabia Felix near
Egypt, being a son of Zeus; and the name which
he bears amon e Greeks is derived both from
his father and from the birthplace, since he is called
Dionysus? Mention is also made of Nysa by the

1 Thp founder was a certain Busiris, secording to chap. 45.

1 A fardetched ctymology: Dio- (from Dios, the gonitive
form of the nominative Zews) and Nysus (Nysa)
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BOOK L. 15 7-16. 2

poet in his Hymns,! to the effect that it was in the
vicinity of Egypt, when he says:

There is a certain Nyss, mountain high,
With forests thick, in Phoenicé afar,
Close to Aegyptus’ stream.

And the discovery of the vine, they say, was made
by him near Nysa, and that, having further devised
the proper treatment of its fruit, he was the first to
drink wine and taught mankind at large the culture
of the vine and the use of wine, as welF:.a the way to
havvest the grape and to store the wine. The one
most highly honoured by him was Hermes, who was
endowed with uousual ingenuity for devising things
eapable of improving the social life of man.

16. It was by Hermes, for instance, according to
them, that the common language of mankind was
first further articulated, and that man?’ objects which
were still nameless veceived an appellation, that the
alphabet was invented, and that ordinances regard-
ing the honours and offerings due to the gods were
duly established; he was the first also «to observe
the orderly arrangement of the stars and the har-
mony of the musieal sounds and their nature, to
establish a wrestling school, and to give thought to
the rhythmical movement of the human body and
its proper development. He also made a lyre and
gave it three strings, imitating the seasons of the
year; for he adopted three tones, a high, a low,
and a medium; the high from the summer, the low
from the winter, and the medium from the spring.
The Greeks also were taught by him how to expound
(hermeneia) their thoughts, and it was for this reason

v Fomerio Flymns 1. B=8.
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BOOK L 16, 2-17. 3

that he was given the name Hermes, In a word,
Owsiris, taking him for his priestly scribe, communi-
eated with him on every matter and used his counsel
above that of all others. The olive tree also, they
claim, was his discovery, not Athena's, as Greeks say.

17. Of Osiris they say that, being of a beneficent
turn of mind, and eager for glory, he gathered
together a great army, with the intention of visiting
all the inhabited carth and teaching the race of men
how to cultivate the vine and sow wheat and barley ;
for he supposed that if he made men give up their
savagery and adopt a gentle manner of life he would
receive immorkal honours because of the magnitude
of his benefactions,  And this did in fact take place,
sinee not only the men of his time who received this
gift, but all succeeding generations as well, because
of the delight which they take in the foods which
were diseovered, have honoured those who intro-
dueed them as gods most illustrious.

Mow after Osivis had established the "affairs of
Egypt and turned the supreme power over to Isis
Lis wife, they say that he placed Hermes at her
side as counsellor because his prudence raised him
above the king's other friends, and as peneral of
all the land under his sway he left Heracles, who was
both his kinsman and renowned for his valour and
physical strength, while as governors he appointed
Busiris over those parts of Fgypt which lic towards
Phoenicin and bovder upon the sea and Antaeus
over those adjoining Fthiopia and Libya; then he
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BOOK L. 17. 3-18. 2

himself left Egypt with his army to make his cam-
paign, taking in his company also his brother, whom
the Greeks eall Apollo. And it was Apollo, they
say, who discovered the laurel, a gavland of which
all men place about the head of this god above
all others. The discovery of ivy is also attributed
to Osiris by the Egyptians and made sacred to this
god, just as the Greeks also do in the ease of Dionysus,
And in the Fgyptian language, they say, the ivy is
called the “ plant of Osiris ' and for purposes of
dedication is preferred to the vine, sinee the latter
sheds its leaves while the farmer ever remains

veen; the same rule, moreover, the ancients have
tollowed in the case of other plants also which are
perennially green, aseribing, for instance, the myrtle
to Aphredite and the laurel to Apolla.

18. Now Osiris was accompanied on his eampaign,
as the Egyptian account goes, by his two sons
Anubis and Macedon, who were distinguished for
their valour. DBoth of them ecarried the most notable
accontrements of war, taken from certain animals
whose character was not unlilee the boldhess of the
men, Anubis wearing a dog’s skin and Macedon
the fore-parts of a wolf; and it is for this reason
that these animals are held in honour among the
Egyptians. e also took Pan along on his campaign,
who is held in speeial honour by the Egyptians; for
the inhabitants of the land have not only set up
statues of him at every temple but have also named
a city after him in the Thebaid, called by the natives
Chemmo, which when translated means City of Pan?

! The god Min, being ithyphallie, was usually identified
by the Greeks with Pan: cp. Herodotus, 2. 40,

3 i B "ABeE vhe dhalor added F, Bekker, Dindorf,
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BOOK 1. 18, I=14. 1

In his company were alse men who were cxperienced
in agriculture, such as Maron in the cultivation of
the vine, and Triptolemus in the sowing of grain
and in every step in the harvesting of it. And when
all his preparations had been eompleted Osiris made
a vow to the gods that he would let his hair

until his return to Fgypt and then made his way
through Vthiopin; and this is the reason why this
custom with regard to their hair was observed
among the Egyptians until recent times, and why
those who journeyed abroad let their hair grow
until their veturn home.

While he was in Ethiopia, their account continues,
the Satyr people were Eml: ht to Lim, who, they
gay, have hpr upon their loins. For Osiris was
laughter-loving and fond of music and the danece;
consequently he took with him a multitude of
musicians, among whom were nine maidens who
could sing and were trained in the other arts, these
maidens being those who among the Grecks are
called the Muses; and their leader (hegetes), as the
aceount goes, was Apolle, who was for that reasgn
also given the name Musegetes. As for the Sat 15,
they were taken along on the campaign because they
were proficient in dancing and singing and every
kind of relaxation and pastime; for Osiris was not
warlike, nor did he have to organize pitched battles
or engagements, since every people received him as
a gnf beeause of his benefactions. In Ethiopia he
instructed the inhabitants in agriculture and founded
some notable cities, and then left behind him men
to govern the country and collect the tribute,

19. While Osiris and his army were thus em}mlo:,red,
the Nile, they say, at the time of the rising ot Sirius,
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BOOK 1. 19. 15

which is the season when the river is usually at flood,
breaking out of its banks inundated a large section
of Pgypt and covered especially that part where
Prometheus was governor; and sinee practically
everything in this distriet was destroyed, Prometheus
was so grieved that he was on the point of quitting
life wilfully. Because its water kweeps down so
swiftly and with such viclence the river was given
the name Adtus;® but Heracles, being ever intent
uP-nn great enterprises and eager for the reputation
of a manly spirit, speedily stopped the flood at its
breach and turned the river back into its former
convse.  Consequently eertain of the Greek poets
worked the ineident into a myth, to the effect that
Heracles had killed the cagle which was devouring
the liver of Promethens, The rviver in the earliest
period bore the name Oceand, which in Greek is
Oceanus; then becanse of this flood, they say, it
was called Aétus, and still later it was koown as
Aegyptus after a former king of the land.  And the
poet also adds his testimony to this when he
writes : ’

On the river Aegyptus my curvéd ships I stayed.

Tor it is at Thonis, as it is called, which in carly
times was the trading-port of Egypt, that the
river empties into the sea. Its last name and that
which the river now bears it received from the former
king Nilcus.

ow when Osiris arvived at the borders of Ethiopia,
he curbed the river by dikes on both banks, so that

1 Eagle.
¥ (Odyesey 14. 268,
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BOOK I 19. 5-20. 3

at flood-time it might not form stagnant pools gver
the land to its detriment, but that the ood-water
might be let upon the countryside, in a rentle flow
as it might be needed, through gates which he had
built. After this he continued %ﬂg march through
Arabia along the shore of the Red Sea? as far us
India and the limits of the inhabited world. He also
founded not a few cities in India, one of which he
named Nysa, wishing to leave there a memorial of
that city in Egypt where he had been reared. He
also planted ivy in the Indian Nysa, and throughout
India and those countries which border upon it the
plant to this day is still to be found only in this
region.  And many other signs of his stay he left
in that country, which have led the Indians of a later
time to lay claim to the god and say that he was by
birth a native of India.

20. Osivis also took an interestin hunting elephants,
and everywhere left behind him inscribad pillars tell-
ing of his eampaign. And he visited all the other
nations of Asin as well and erossed into Europe at
the Hellespont. In Thrace he slew Lycurgus, the
king of the barbarians, who opposed his undertal-
ings, and Maron, who was now old, he left there to
supervise the culture of the plants which he intro-
duced into that land and caused him to found a aity
to bear his name, which he called Maroneia, Mace-
don his son, moreover, he left as king of Macedonia,
which was named after him, while to Triptolemus he
assigned the care of agriculture in Attica, Finally,
Osiris in this way visited all the inhabited world and

! Nat the present Red Ses, but the Persian Gulf,

! warahimely warrayor Vulgate, Beklear, Dindort,
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BOOK L 20, 3-21. 4

advanced community life by the introduction of the
fruits which are most casily cultivated. And if any
country did not admif ufy'the. owing of the vine
he introduced the drink prepared from barley,! which
is little inferior to wine in aroma and in strength.
On his return to Egypt he brought with him the
very greatest presents from every quarter and by
reason of the magnitude of his benefactions received
the gift of immortality with the approval of all
men and honour equal to that offered to the gods of
heaven,  After this he passed from the midst of men
inte the company of the gods and reecived from
Isis and Hermes sacrilices and every other highest
hononr,  These also instituted vites for him and
introduced many thiugﬁ of a mystie nature, magni-
fying in this way the power of the g

21. Although the priests of Osiris had from the
earliest times received the account of his death ns o
matter not to be divalged, in the couvse of years it
came about that through some of their number this
hidden knowledge was published to the many. This
is the story as they give it: When Osiris was ruling
over Fgypt as its lawful king, he was murdered by
hiz brother Typhon, a violent and impious man;
Typhon then divided the body of the slain man into
twenty-six pieces and gave one portion to cach of
the band of murderers, since he wanted all of them
to share in the pollution and felt that in this way
he would have in them stcadfast supporters and
defenders of his vule.  But Isis, the sister and wife
of Osiris, avenged his murder with the aid of her
son Horus, and after slaying Typhon and his accom-
plices became queen over ypt. The struggle

1 The Egyptian beer, called bolow zythos (ohap. 34).
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* Antaous was o ginnt of Libys, tho son of Poescidon
and Eorth, who was slain by Heracles (op. Book 4. 17. 4
According to one version of the story he received strength
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between them took place on the banks of the Nile
near the village now known as Antaeus, which, they
say, lies on the Arabian side of the river and derives
its name from that Antaeus,! a contemporary of
Osiris, who was punished by Heracles. Now Isis re-
covered all the pieces of the body except the privates,
and wishing that the burial-place of her husband
should remain secret and yet be honoured by all the
inhabitants of Fgypt, she fulfilled her purpose in
somewhat the following manner. Over eacg piece
of the body, as the account goes, she fashioned out
of spices and wax a human figure about the size of
Osiris ; then summoning the priests group by group,
she required of all of them an oath that they would
reveal to no onc the trust which she was going to
confide to them, and taking each group of them
apart privately she said that she was consigning to
them alone the burial of the body, and after remind-
ing them of the benefactions of Osiris she exhorted
them to bury his body in their own distriet and pay
honours to him as to a god, and to consecrate to
him also some one that they might choose of the
animals native to their district, pay it while living
the honours which they had formerly rendered to
Osiris, and upon its death accord it the same
kind of funeral as they had given to him. And since
Isis wished to induce the priests to render these
honours by the incentive of their own profit also,
she gave them the third part of the country to defray
the cost of the worship and service of the gods.
And the priests, it is said, being mindful of the
benefactions of Osiris and cager to please the queen

whenever he touched his mother Farth and Heracles oyer-
came him only by holding him in the air.
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who was petitioning them, and incited as well by
their own profit, did everything just as Isis had
suggested. It is for this reason that even to this
day each group of priests supposes that Osiris lies
buried in their district, pays honours to the animals
which were originally conscerated to him, and,
when these die, renews in the funeral rites for them
the mourning for Osiris. The consecration to Osiris,
however, of the sacred bulls, which are given the
names Apis and Mnevis,! and the worship of them
as gods were introduced generally among all the
Fgyptians, since these animals had, more than any
others, rendered aid to those who discovered the
fruit of the grain, in connection with both the sow-
ing of the seed and with every agricultural labour
from which mankind profits.

29. Isis, they say, after the death of Osiris took
a vow never to marry another man, and passed the
remainder of her life reigning over the land with
complete respect for the law and surpassing all
sovereigns in benefactions to her subjects, And like
her husband she also, when she passed from among
men, received immortal honours and was buried near
Memphis, where her shrine is pointed out te this day
in the temple-area of Hephaestus. According to
some writers, however, the bodies of these two gods
rest, not in Memphis, but on the border between
Egypt and Ethiopia, on the island in the Nile which
lies near the city which is called Philae? but is

have made it so famous were constructions of the Ptolemies of
the last two centuries 8.0. and of the Roman emperors of the
first three Christian centuries. Since the height of the Aswan
dam has been increased the temples are completely submerged
except during July-October. N

69



DIODORUS OF SICILY

Exovaar 8 mpoonyoplar dwé Toll cupSefnriros
4 (epol mediov. enuela 8¢ rodrov Setxvdovow &y

Th vijog radry Swpdvorra Ty Te Tiddor Tow

xateckevaruévor "Ovipt, kowf Tepduevor s

T kar Alyvmrov (epiwr, xal Tds mepl Tolrow
5§ reypdvas ébrjkovra kal Tpraceaias yods Tairas
vap xad dedoryy dpépar ydhaxros whnpoly
ToUs wpae Tovrows Tayfivras lepels, xal Gpyveiy
avaxalovpivovs Ta Tav fedv dvopata.  Sia Tai-
Tqw 8¢ T alriav kal Thy vigor Tadror dBaTov
elvar Tols wapodor! kal wdrras Tods T
Onfalda kavoicoluras, frep doviv dpyatordmy
Tiis Alybmrov, uéyiorov Eprov xplvew, drav Tis
Tor "Ogupww Tov dv Didas kelpevor duvoy.

Ta pév olv dvevpefévra Tob 'Oaimbos pépy
radils afiwlipal dacs Tov elpyuévov Tpimoy, T4
8t aidotor Umo pév Tvddves els Tov worTaude
pidfivar Méyover? Eid 76 pundlva Tow cuvepyn-
cdvrav alro kafelv Boviqglivar, vmro 8¢ s "Teibos
otdéy firrow Tdy d\hav abwbivar ipdy leofénw
& Te ydp Tols lepoils eldwlov alrod rarackevioa-
oav Tepdr karadelfar val katd rdc Telerds xal
Tds Bueias vas v Oed Totre ywopdvas dvripdra-
Tov woifjoas kal wheloTov ceBacuoll Tuyydyew.
S{E- ral Tovs “:l_fl}l.h;:aac. ¢ Alyimrov wapedypiras
Tad Wepi Tois Jfrym-:{,unrw xa_.l THT H&mwnm.:c&g
éoprds, TLudy TolTo TO poptor &v Te Tols puaTyplows
xal Tais Tob Jeod TovTov Tekerals Te kal Buoias,
wopd{ovras abrd pariiv.

* rois wapuiir Vogel, following nearly all the MES, : whdw
vais lepelis 1, Bekker, Dindorf.
¥ Admpovga deleted by Belker, Dindeorf.

i

=

-1



BOOK 1. zz. 3-7

referred to beeause of this burial as the Holy Field.
In proof of this they peint to vemains which still
survive on this island, both to the tomb construeted
for Osiris, which is honoured in common by all the
priests of Eg]ypt, and to the three hundred and sixty
libation bowls which are placed around it; for the
priests appeinted over these bowls fill them cach day
with milk, singing all the while a dirge in which they
call npon the names of these gods. It is for this
reason that travellers are not allowed to set foot on
this island,  And all the inhabitants of the Thebaid,
which is the oldest portion of Egypt, hold it to be the
strongest oath when a man swears ™ by Osiris who
lieth in Philae™

Now the parts of the body of Osivis which were
found were honoured with burial, they say, in the
manner deseribed above, bub the privates, according
to them, were thrown by Typhon into the Nile
heeause no one of his accomplices was willing to take
them. ¥Yet Isis thought them as werthy of divine
honours as the other parts, for, fashioning a likeness
of them, she set it up in the temples, commanded
that it be honoured, and made it the object of the
highest repard and reverence in the rites and sacri-
fices acecorded to the god.  Consequently the Greeks
oo, inasmuch as they received from Fgypt the cele-
brations of the orgies and the festivals connected
with Dionysus, honour this member in both the
mysteries and the initiatory rites and sacrifices of
this god, giving it the name " phallus,” 1

1 P, Foueart (Le Culle de Dionysos en Alligue) mointeined
the gy ptian origin of the rites of Dion but his view was
gtrongly opposed by I. R Farell (The Cults of the Greek
ity States, 6. pp. 174 {1.). y
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23. 'Ihe number of years from Osivis and Tsis,
they say, to the reign of Alexander, who founded
the eity which bears his name in Bgypt, is over ten
thousand, but, according to other writers, a little
less than twenty-three thousand.  And these who
gay that the pod? was born of Semelé and Zeus in
Bocotian Thebes are, according to the priests, simply
inventing the tale. Tor they say that Orpheus,
upon visiting Egypt and partieipating in the initia-
tion and mysteries of Dionysus, adepted them and
caz q favonr to the descendants of Cadimus, sinee he
was kindly disposed to them and reeeived honours
at their hands, transferred the bivth of the god to
Thebes; and the eommeon people, partly out of
inorance and partly out of their desive to have the
god thought to be a Greek, engerly aceepted his
iuil'iatnr%r rites and mysteries, What led Ovpheus
o transfer the birth and rites of the god, they say,
was something like this

Cadmus, who was a citizen of Egyptian Thebes,
begat several children, of whom one wps Semeld;
she wns violated by an unknown person, beeame
pregnant, and after seven months gave birth to a
child whose appearance was such as the Bgyptians
hold had been that of Osiris. Now such a child is not
usually brought into the world alive, either becanse
1t is contrary to the will of the gods or hecause the
law of nature does not admit of it. But when
Cadmus found out what had taken place, having
at the same time a reply from an oracle commandin
him to observe the laws of his fathers, he bot
gilded the infant and paid it the :L{Apmprinte sacri-
fices, on the ground that there had been a sort of

L Dionysus.
13
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epiphany ! of Osiris among men. The fatherhood of
the child he attributed to Zeus, in this way magni-
?fng Osiris and averting slander from his violated
aughter; and this is the reason why the tale was
iven out among the Greeks to the effect that
melé, the daughter of Cadmus, was the mother of
Osiris by Zeus. Now at a later time Orpheus, who
was held in high regard among the Greeks for his
singing, initiatory rites, and instructions on things
divine, was enterbained as a puest by the descendants
of Cadmus and accorded unusual honours in Thebes.
And sinee he had become conversant with the teach-
ings of the Egryptians abont the gods, he transferred
the birth of the ancient Osiris to more recent times,
and, out of regard for the descendants of Cadmus,
instituted a new initiation, in the ritual of whiche-the
initiates were given the account that Dionysus had
been born of Semele and Zeus. And the people
observed these initiatory rites, partly because they
were deceived through their ignorance, partly
because they were attracted to them by the trust-
worthiness of Orpheus and his reputation in such
matters, and most of all because they were glad
to receive the god as a Greek, which, as has been
gaid, is what he was considered to be. Later, after
the writers of myths and poets had taken over this
account of his ancestry, the theatres became filled
with it and among following generations faith in the
story grew stubborn and immutable.

In general, they say, the Grecks appropriate to
themselves the most renowned of both Egyptian
herces and gods, and so also the colonies sent out
by them,

24. Heracles, for instance, was by birth dn
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Egyptian, who by virtue of his manly vigowr visited
2 large part of the inhabited world ‘and set up his
pillar in Libya;? and their proofs of this assertion
they endeavour to draw from the Greeks themselves,
For inasmuch as it is generally accepted that Hera-
cles fought on the side of the Olympian gods in their
war against the Giants, they say that it in no way
accords with the age of the earth for the Giants to
have been born in the period when, as the Greeks
sny, Herncles lived, which was a generation before
the Trojan War,® but rather at the time, as their
own account gives it, when mankind fivst appeared
on the carth; for from the latter time to the present
the Eyyptians reckon more than ten thousand years,
but from the Trojan War less than twelve hundred.
Likewise, both the ¢lul and the lion's skin are
appropriate to their ancient Heracles, beeanse in
these days arms had not yet been invented, and
men defended themselves against their encmics with
clubs of wood and used tﬁc hides of animals for
defensive armour. They also designate him as the
son of Zeus, but about the identity of his mother
they say that they know nothing. The son of
Alement, who was born more than ten thousand
yenrs later and was ealled Aleacus ? at birth, in later
life beaame known instead as Herneles, not because
he gained glory (beos) by the aid of Hera, as Matris
suys, but because, having avowed the same prineiples
as the ancient Hcruc'tus,%m inherited that one’s fame
and name as well4

¥ Aleacus wad the name of the grandfather of Heracles.
The enrcer of Heraoles is recounted in Book 4. 9 i,

¢ The date of Matris, who was the author of an cncomjum
supon Heracles, is unknown,
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The avcount of the Vryptians agrees also with the
tradition whieh has been handed down among the
Greeks since very early {imes, to the effect that
Heracles cleared the earth of wild beasts, a story
which is in no way suitable for 2 man who lived in
nppmxin‘mte]}' the period of the Trojan War, when
most parts of the inhabited world had alrcady been
reclaimed from their wild state by agriculture and
citics and the multitude of men settled everywhere
over the land.  Accordingly this reclamatinn of the
land suits better a man who lived in ewly times,
when men were still held in subjection by the vast
numbers of wild beasts, o state of affaivs which was
especially true in the ease of Egypt, the upper part
of whicl iz to this day desert and infested with wild
beasts.,  Indeed it is reasonable to suppose that the
first eoncern of "Heraeles was for this country as his
birthplace, and that, after he had eleared the land of
wild beasts, he presented it to the peasants, and for
thiz benefaction was accorded divine honours.  And
they say that Perscus alse was born in Egypt, and
that the origin of Isis is transferred by “the Greeks
to Argos in the myth which tells of that Io who was
changed into a heifer.

25. In gencral, there is great disagreement over
these gods.  For the same goddess is called by some
Isis, by others Demeter, by others Thesmophorus,
by others Selene, by others Hera, while still others
apply to her all these names.  Osiris has been given
t]l:;: name Sarapis by some, Dionysus b{ ers,
Pluto by others, Ammon ltg others, Zeus by some,
and many have considered Pan to be the same god;
and some say that Sarapis is the god whom the
Greeks call Pluto. .

79



=)

DIODORUS OF SICILY

Paci § Alytwrrios vip “low dapudroy Te
wohhdy wpos Dylecar elpérin yeyovdvar el i
laTpueic CmiaTiuns  peydiyy Eyety umetpiaw
dio wal Tvyoloar Tis dfavaslas éwl Tals fepa-
welats Ty avfpdraov piliera yalpew, xal kard
Tove Umwovs Tobs afieter Sclover Son@ijpare,
davepis émebewvopbongy Tijy Te lblav dmididveian
wel Th wpds Tols Seapdvous  Tav  dvfpamow
edepyeTiniy. dmwobelfers 88 rolrey dacl pépew
favrots ob puvfodoyias dpowms Toly "Eiigaw,
arAd mpdfes fvapyely macav vyip ayediv Tivy
olkcupdrny  paprupely éavrels, ely Tias TadTys
Tepds duhorepovpbimy Sid T év taly fepamelasg
fmehivesay,  wkatd ydp Tols dwvovs dduiora-
pdvny SeBoves Talsy kipvovat Sonfijpara mpds iy
viaoug, kal Toly Dracelravras alr wapabofms
Uryedbecfeai kal wolhols pér dmé rov larpdy
Sed iy | Suckohiay roll vesiuartes dwelwic-
Bévras md Tadrys calecfar, cuyrods 88 mavre-
Ads mopwlévras Tds dpdoes 9 Twa THy E\av
pepiiv Toll odpartes, dtav wpis Taltqy Ty feiv
xkaTtadiywmawy, els Thr wpoiwdpfacar dmoxadi-
agracfar Tdfwv. elpelv & altir xal b Tis
dfavacias dppaxor, 8¢ ob Tiv vicr "{pov, imd
v Tirdvay émifBoviev@éivra xal vexpdv elpe-
févra xal’ D8aros, pl povov dvactiicar, dodoav

* A reference to the common practics of incubation, brivlly
deacribet belaw. The pationta spent the nights in the
temple-procinets and were ministered to in their sleep by
the god. An interesting picture of such sn incubation is in
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BOOK I, 25, 2-6

As for Isis, the Fgyptians say that she was the
discovercr of many health-giving drugs and was
greatly versed in the science og healing; conse-
quently, now that she has sttained immortality, she
finds her greatest delight in the healing of mankind
and gives aid in their sleep ! to those who call upon
her, plainly manifesting both her very presence and
her heneficence towards men who ask her help. In
proof of this, as they say, they advance not legends,
as the Greeks do, but manifest facts; for practically
the entive inhabited world ? iz their witness, in that
it eagerly contributes to the honours of Isiz beeanse
she manifests herself in healings.  For standing above
the sick in their sleep she gives them aid for their
diseases and works remarkable cores upon such as
submit themselves to her; and many who have been
despaired of by their physicians because of the diffi-
cult naturc of their malady arve restored to health
by her, while numbers whe have altogether lost the
use of their eyes or of some other part of their
body, whenever they turn for help to this %oddcss.
are restored to their previous condition: Further-
more, she discovered also the drug which gives im-
mortality, by means of which she not only raised
from the dead her son Horws, who had been the
ohject of plots on the part of the Titans and had
been found dead under the water, giving him his

Aristophanes, Pletus, G50 ., where a deseription i given of
how the god of wealth, who beenuse of his blindness dis-
tributes gifts with little discrimination, ia taken to the
temple of Asclopins to be healed,

# Under the inlluence of the Ptolemies, soon after 300 n.0.
the enlt of Tsis begoan to spread over the Mediterranean, and
by the time of Diodorus was in practically every city of any
impuortands.
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BOOK I. z5. f-af. 5

soul again, but also made him immortal. And it
appears that Hovus was the last of the gods to be
king after his futher Osivis departed from among
men.  Moreover, they say that the name Horus,
when translated, is Apollo, and that, having been
instructed by his mother Isis in both medicine and
divination, he is now a benefactor of the race of
men through his aracular responses and his healings,
26. The priests of the Egyptians, reckoning the
time from the rveign of Helius to the erossing of sa4
Alexander inlo Asin, say that it was in round num-**

hers twenty-three thousand yeavs. And, as their
legrends sy, the most ancient of the gods ruled more
than twelve hundred years and the later ones not
less than three hundred.  But since this great num-
ber of years surpasses helief, some men would main-
tain that in early times, before the movement of the
“sun had as yet been recognized, it was customary
to reckon the year by the lunar eyele.  Cogsequently,
since the year consisted of thivky days, it was not
impossible that some men lived twelve hundred
years; for in our own time, when our year consists
of twelve months, not a few men live over one
hundred years. A similar explanation they also
give regarding those whe are supposed to have
reigned for three hundred years; for at their time,
namely, the year was composed of the four months
which comprise the seasons of each year, that is,
spring, summer, and winter; and it is for this reason
that among some of the Greeks the years are called
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1 Vogel suggests that a noun has dropped oub here,
? wporSiberfa Dindorl: mperBifacda:,

1 Records of tho seasoos.’’ This designation for yeaely
redords was used, for inatance, by the inbhabitants of tho
island of Nuxos.
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BOOK I. 26, 5-27. 2

" seasons " (herod) and that their yearly records are
given the name " horographs.”1 :

Furthermore, the Egyptians relate in their myths
that in the time of Isis there were certain creatures
of many bodies, who are ealled by the Greeks
Giants,® but by themselves . . ., these being the
men who are represented on their temples in mon-
strous form and as being cudgelled by Osiris. Now
some say that they were born of the earth at the
time when the penesis of living things from the
earth was still recent? while some hold that they
were only men of unusual physical strength who
achicved many deeds and for this reason were
deseribed in the myths as of many bodies. But it
is gencrally agreed that when they stircved up war
against Zeus and Osiris they were all destroyed.

27. The Egyptians also made a law, they say,
contrary to the peneral enstom of mankind, per-
mitting men to marry their sisters, this being due
to the success attained by Isis in this respeet; for
she had married her brother Osiris, and upon his
death, having taken a vow never to malry another
man, she both avenged the murder of her husband
and reigned all her days over the land with com-
plete respect for the laws, and, in a word, became
the cause of more and greater blessings to all men
than any other. It is for these rcasons, in fact, that
it was ordained that the queen should have greater

* But the .Pi,nnl.n of Gr_::ak mythology were represented
ith . b *Fmany, .
e, Gmasia 6. 4: *There wero giants in the esrth in
those days; snd alao after that, when the sons of God come
in wnto the deughters of men, and they bare children to
them, the spme became mighty men, w were of old, men
of renown." .
8s
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BOOK 1. 27..2-4

power and honour than the king -and that among
Fri\ratc persons the wife should enjoy authority over
wer hushband,? the husbands agrecing in the marriage
contract that they will be obedient in all things to
their wives.®

Now I am not unaware that some historians give
the following aceount of Isis and Osiris: The tombs
of these gods lie in Nysa in Arvabia, and for this
PRSI "I'}inn}rﬁun iz alsn ealled Nysaeus.  And in that
{ﬂnm there stands also a stele of each of the gods
searing an inseription in hieroglyphs, On the stele
of Isis it roms: “ L am Isis, the queen of every land,
ghe who was instreted of Hermes, and whatsoover
laws I have cstablished, these can no man make

1 Cp. Sophooles, Oadipis af Colonws, 337 {L:

Their thoughts and nckions all
Aro framed and modalled on FBeyptisn ways.
For there the men sit ot the leom indoors
While the wives glave abroad for daily bread,
(Tr. by Store, in LOUL)

2 Hore soma MES. add the following sentences (ep. critical
note], which are taken slmost bodily from chap, 22, 2-6: " And
they sny that Isis is buried in Memphis, where her tomb is
pointed out to this day in the templearse of Hephasstus,

Acoording to some writers, however, the bodies of 8 gods
[rest in Philae on the island in the Nils, as T have already
atated] reat on the border between Ethiopia and mgn
tho island in the Nile which lies near Philas, bat is to
Lecanss of this burial es the Holy Ficld, l‘nﬁmuf of this they
woint to the tomb which was constructed for Osiris on this
laned and is honoured in eommon by all the priesta of Epypt;
and they mention three hundred and sixty libation 1s
which are ploced arcund it; for the priests appointed over
these bowls fill them ench day with milk, singing o1l the whila
a dlirge in which they eall upon the namee of these gods, It is
for this reason that only the pricsts are sllowed to set foot on
{his island,  And all the inhabitants of the Thebaid, which is
the oliest portion of Egypt, hold it to be the strongest outh

when o man swoears * by who lieth in Philae. w
7
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1 ot Weaseling : &lov C, § ob €, edov ullr MSS,
® edperhs Wesseling ¢ edepydrns.

! Acoording to Peeudo-Eratosthenes (Catasterismus, 33) tho
atar om the hend of Conis Maior was called Isis ny well ng Sirfus,

* The Danube,

# This may be devwn from the Orphic legends which con-
ceived of the undeveloped universs as o mystic agg, from
which camo Phanes, the firat principle of life,  Cp., the parody
of the Orphic cosmogony in Aristophanes, The Hinds, 003 0.3
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BOOK L 27. 4-6

void. I am the eldest doughter of the youngest god
Cronus; I am the wife and sister of the king Osiris;
I am she who first dizseovered fruits for mankind; I
am the mother of Horus the king; I am she who
riseth in the star that is in the Constellation of
the Dog;! by me was the city of Bubastus built.
Farewell, farewell, O Bgypt that nurtured me.”
And on the stele of Osivis the inscription is said to
run: “ My father is Cronus, the youngest of all the
grods, and T am Osivis the king, who campaigned
aver every country as far as the uninhabited regions
of Iudia and the lands to the north, even to the
sourees of the viver Ister,? and again to the remain-
ing parts of the workl as far as Oceanns. I am the
eldest son of Cronis, and being sprung from o fair
nnd poble ege® 1was hegotten o seed of kindred bivth
to Day, There is no region of the inhabited world
to which I have not come, dispensing to all men the
things of which I was the discoverer.” So much of
the inseriptions on the stelae can be read, they say,
but the rest of the writing, which was of greater
extent, has been destroyed by time, However this
may be, varying accounts of the burial of these gods
are found in most writers by reason of the fact that
the pricsts, having reesived the exact facts about
There was Clhisos at first, and Darkness, and Night,
anid Tortares vasty nnd dismal ;
DBut the FEarth was not there, nor the Sky, nor the Alr,
till at length in the bosom abyenial
OFf Darkness s eggr, from the whirlwind conceived,
was laid by the sable-plumed Night.
And out of that ege, as tho soasons revolved,
sprang Lavwe, Lo cobrancing, the bright,
Lasve brillinnt and bold with his pinions of gold,
Iike o whirlwind, refulgpent and sparkling! .
(Tr. by Rogars, in L.O0L5.)
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BOOK 1. 27. 6-28. 4

these matters as a seeret not to be divulged, are
pnwilling to give out the truth to the publie, on the
ground that perils overhang any men who disclose
to the common crowd the seeret knowledge about
these gods.

28. Now the Fgyptians say that also after these
events a great number of colonics were ﬂlmud from
Egypt over all the inhabited world.  To Babylon, for
instance, colonists were led by Belus, who was held
to be the son of Poseidon and Libya; and after estab-
lishing himself on the Fuphrates river he appointed
priests, ealled Chaldacans by the Babylonians, whe
were excmpt from taxation and free from every
kind of service to the state, as are the priests of
Fgypt;! and they alte make observations of the
stars, following the example of the Egyplian priests,
physicists, and astrologers.  They say also that those
who set forth with Danaus, likewise from Egypt,
settled what is practieally the oldest eity of Greeee,
Arpos, and that the nation of the Colehi in Pontus
and that of the Jews, which lics between Agabia and
Syria, were founded as colonies by certain emigrants
from their country; and this ie tIm reason why it is
o long-established institution among these two
Heop]cs to circumeise their male children, the eustom

aving been brought over from Egypt. Even the
Athenians, they say, are colonists from Sais in
Egypt, and they undertake to offer proofs of such a
relationship; for the Athenians are the only Greeks
who eall their city " Asty,” a name brought over
from the cily Asty in Egypt. Turthermore, their
body politic f';.qc'l the sameelassifieation and division

1 (n the exemplion of the priests of ZEéiy t from laxotion,
cp. chap. 78; on the Chaldaeans, ep. Book 2. 201

or
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of the people as is found in Egypt, where the citizens
have been divided into three orders: the first
Athenian class consisted of the " eupatrids,” 2 as
they were ecalled, being those who were such as had
received the best edueation and were held worthy
of the highest honour, as is the ease with the priests
of Egypt; the sccond was that of the ™ geomoroi,” *
who were expeeted to possess arms and to serve in
defence of the state, like these in Egypt who are
known as husbandmen and supply the warriors; and
the lnst elass was reckoned to be that of the ™ demi-
urgoi,” ¥ who practise the mechanical arts and
render only the most menial serviees to the state,
this class among the Tgyptians having a similar
function.

Moveover, cortain of the rolers of Athens were
originally Igyptians, they say. FPetes? for instance,
the father of that Menesthens who took part in the
expedition against Troy, having elearly been an
Egyptian, later obtained citizenship at Athens and
the kingship® . . . He was of double form, and yet
the Athenians are unable from their own point of
view to give the true explanation of this nature of
hig, although it is patent to all that it was because
of his double citizenship, Greck and barbarian, that
he was held to be of double form, that is, part
animal and part man.

29. In the same way, they continue, Erechtheus
also, who was by birth an Egyptian, became king of

% i " workers for the people”

1 Called Petens in Jiad 2, D52,

8 Thorp 8 o bronk ot this point in the text, since what
ollows can refer only to Cecrops, the traditional firss king.of
Athens, whose body in the lower part was that of o serpent.
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Athens, and in proof of this they offer the following
considerations. Onee  when there was & great
drought, as iz generally agreed, which extended
over practically all the inhnbited earth except Bgypt
beecause of the peculiar character of that eountry,
and there followed a destruction both of crops and
of men in great numbers, Ercehtheus, through his
racial connection with Egypt, brought from there to
Athens a great supply of grain, and in return those
who had enjoyed this aid made their benefactor
king. After he had seeured the throne he insti-
tuted the initiatory rites of Demeter in 1ilensis and
established the mysteries, transferring their ritual
from 1% th. And the teadition that nn advent of
the gm{“ cas into Attien also took place at that time
is reasonable, sinee it was then that the fruits which
are named after her were bru:ruglht to Athens, and
this is why it was thought that the discovery of the
seed hiad been made again, as though Demeter had
bestowed the gift. And the Athenians on their
part agree that it was in the reign of Eyechtheus,
when @ lack of rain hed wiped out the crops, that
Demeter came to them with the gift of grain,
Furthermore, the initiatory rites and mysteries of
this goddess were instituted in Eleusis at that time.
And their sacrifices as well as their ancient cere-
monics are observed by the Athenians in the same
way as by the Igyptians; for the Bumolpidae were
derived from the priests of Egypt and the Ceryces
from the pasiophorai They ave also the only Greeks

Coryoes i" Horalds '") were two noble Athenian families, in

of the more im;:)ammt- religious ceremonies of Attica;
the pastophorai were those Egyption priests who carried in
processicns small sheines of the gods.
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who swear by Isis, and they closely resemble the
Egyptians in both their appearance and manners.
By many other statements like these, spoken more
ont of a love for glory than with regard for the
truth, as I sce the matter, the claim Athens as a
colony of theirs because of the fame of that city.

In general, the Egyptians say that their ancestors
sent forth numerous colonies to many parts of the
inhabited world, by reason of the pre-emincnce of
their former kings and their excessive population;
but since they offer no precise proof whatsoever for
these statements, and sines no historian worthy of
credence testifies in their support, we have not
thought that their accounts merited recording.

So far as the ideas of the Jlgyptians about the
pods are concerned, let what we have said suffice,
since we are aiming at due proportion in our aceountt
but with regard to the land, the Nile, and every-
thing clse worth hearing about we shall endeavour,
in each case, to give the several facts in summary.

30. The land of FLgypt stretches in a general way
from morth to south, and in natural stringth and
beauty of landscape is reputed to exeel in no small
degree all other regions that have been formed into
kingdoms. For on the west it is fortified by the
desert of Libya, which is full of wild beasts and
extends along its border for a long distance, and by
veason of its lack of rain and want of every kind of
food makes the passage through it not only toilsome
but even highly dangerous; while on the south the
same proteetion is afforded by the eataracts of the
Nile and the mountains flanking them, since from

sffort to keep the several Books of hia history of approxi-
mately the same size. 1
‘ 97
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BOOK L 3o. 3-7

the cnuntr% of the Trogedytes? and the farthest
parts of Ethiopia, over a distance of five thousand
five hundred stades, it is not easy to sail by the
river or to journey by land, unless a man is fitted
out like a king or at least on a very great seale.
And as for the parts of the country facing the east,
some arc fortified by the viver and some ave embraced
by a desert and a swampy flat called the Barathra.®
For between Cocle-Syria and Egypt there lics a
lake, quite narrow, but marvellously deep and some
two hundred stades in length, which is ealled Ser-
bonis? and offers unexpected perils to those who
approach it in ignorance of its nature. For since
the bady of the water is narrow, like a ribbon, and
surrounded on a1l sides by great dunes, when there
are constant south winds great quantities of sand
are strewn over it. This sand hirAus the surface of
the water and makes the cutline of the lake con-
tinuous with the solid land and entirely indistin-
guishable from it. For this reason many who were
. unacquainted with the peculiar nature of the place
have disappeared together with whele armlies, when
they wandered from the beaten road. Ior as the
sand is walked upon it gives way but gradually,
deceiving with & kind of malevolent cunning those

The famous Barathren, or ¢ Pit,”" at Athens was o elelt weat
of the Hill of the Nymphs into which condemned criminnls
wers flung.
2 Cp, Milton, Perodiss Lest, 2. G02f.:
A gulf profound ns thet Serbonian hog
Retwixt Damiasta and Mount Casius old,
Where armies whoele have sunk.

4 An instance of the loss of part of an army is given in Book
1. 46. .
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who advance upon it, until, suspecting some im-
pending mishap, they begin to }i]::lp one another
only when it is no longer possible to turn back or
eseape.  For anyone who has been sucked in by the
mire cannot swim, sinee the slime prevents all move-
ment of the body, nor is he able to wade out, since
he has no solid footing 5 for by reason of the mixing
of the sand with the water and the consequent
change in the nature of both it comes about that
the place cannob be erossed cither on foot or hy
bioat.  Conseoquently those who enter upon these
regrions ave borne towards the depths and have
nothing to grasp to give them help, since the sand
along the edge slips in with them, These flats have
received a name appropriate to their nature as we
have deseribed it, Deing ealled Bavathra,

1. Now that we have set forth the facts about
the three regions which fortify Bgypt by land we
shall add to them the one yet remaining. The
fourth side, which is washed over its whole extent
by waters which are practicelly harbourlegs, has for
a defence before it the Egyptian Seal The voyage
along the coast of this sea is exeeedingly long,
and any landing is cspeeially difficult; for from
Paractoninm? in Libya as far as Jopé? in Coele-
Syria, a voyage along the coast of some five
thonsand stades, there 35 not to be found a safe
harbour except I'harost And, apart from these
considerations, a sandbank extends along practically
the whole length of gypt, not discernible to any

& Pl first important city on the const west of Alexandris,

3 Jappa. i

4 The igland which lies before Alexandria and gave ila nam
to the harbour. )
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1 Ptolemy Lagus, general of Alexander the Great, wos the
founder of theline of the Prolemies.  He oldained the governor-
ship of Egypt shortly after the death of Alexander in 323 mo.,
adhumed the title of king in 3006, and reigned until 2483,
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who approach without previous experience of these
waters. Conscquently those who think that they
have escaped the peril of the sea, and in their ignor-
ance turn with gladness towards the shore, suffer
unexpected shipwreck when their vessels suddenly
run aground; and now and then mariners who
cannot sce Jand in time because the country lies so
low are enst ashore before they realize it, some of
them on marshy and swampy places and others on a
desert region.

The land of Fgypt, then, is fortified on all sides
by nature in the manner deseribed, and iz oblong
in shape, having a coast-line of two thousand stades
and extending inland about six thousand stades.
In density of population it far surpassed of old all
known regions of the inhabited world, and even
in our own day is theught to be sceond to none
other; for in ancient times it had over eighteen
thousand important villages and cities, as can be
seen entered in their sacved records, while under
Ptolemy son of Lagus! these were regkoned at
over thirty thousand,? this great number continuing
down to our own time. The total population, they
say, was of old about seven million and the number

2 Herodotus (2. 177) gives the number of * inhabited cities '’
in the time of Amosis (ixth century 3.0.) a8 twenty thonsand.
The " aver thirty thousand ™ of %Ebﬁlnmﬁ mAY u.lpE:Jni-
mately correot, when the * villages ™ are included, alt ﬁgh
he may bo uamig tho figures given brf Theocritus (17. 82 ff.),
who wis born abet 305 5o, and performed a foat of metrical
jugeling of the number 98,333 : " The cities builded therein
aro three hundreds snd three thousands and three tems of
thousands, and thress twain and nines three, and in them
thugord and master of all is prond Polemy ** (tr. Edmonds,
in L.O.L.).
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BOOK I 31. 8-32. 4

has remained no less down to our day.! It is for this
reason’ that, acoording to our historical aceounts,
the ancient kings of Igypt built great and marvel-
lone works with the aid of so many hands and lefl
in them immortal monuments to their glovy, But
these matters we shall set forth in detail a’little
later; now we shall tell of the nature of the river
and the distinetive features of the country.

32. The Nile flows from south to north, having its
gources in regions which have never been seen,
since they lic in the desert at the extremity of
Ethiopin in a eountry that eannot be approached
beeause of the exeessive heat.  Being as it is the
largest of all rivers as well as the one which traverses
the greatest tevritory, it forms great windings, now
turning towards the east and Arabia, now bending
back towards the west and Libya; for its course
from the mountains of Ethiopia to where it empties
into the sea is a distance, inclusive of its windings,
of some twelve thousand stades. In its lower
stretehes it is more and more reduced jn volume,
as the flow is drawn off to the two continents? Of
the streams which thus break off from it, those
which turn off inte Libya are swallowed up by the

L 11, Wileken (ep. eritical note) feels that thizs sum for the
population of Egypt about the middle of the firat century
n.a. is approximately correct.  Jo us (Jewish War, 3. 385),
writing o little more than o centory later, gives the population
aa 7,500,000, exclusive of Alexandria, In k 17, 62, 8 Dio-
dorus snys ti'mt the * freée inhabitants '" of that city numbered
avar 300,000,

i The earlior Greel writers made the Nile the dividing line
between tho continents of Asia and Africa.

efkor: Suoly orafley dorl vh shdros added by OF from
chagp. 33, 1.
108
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BOOK I. 32. 4~¢

sand, which lies there to an incredible depth, while
those which pour in the oppesite direction into
Arabin are diverted into immense fens and large
marshes ! on whose shoves dwell many peoples. But
where it enters Egypt it has a width of ten stades,
sometimes less, and flows, not in a straight course,
but in windings of every sort; for it twists now
towards the east, now towards the west, and at
times even towards the south, turning entirely back
“Pm itself.  Tor sharp hills extend along both sides
of the river, which occupy much of the land border-
ing wpon it and are cut through by precipitous
ravines, in which are narrow defiles; and when it
comes to these liills the stream rushes rapidly back-
ward through the level country,® and after being
borne southward over an area of considerable extent
resumes onee more its natural course,

Distinguished as it is in these respects above all
other streams, the Nile is also the anly river which
makes its way without viclence or onrushing waves,
except at the eataracts, as they are called. This is
a place which is only about ten stades in length, but
has a steep descent and is shut in by precipices so
as to form a narrow cleft, rugped in ite entire length
and ravine-like, full, morcover, of huge boulders
which stand out of the water like peaks. And since
the river is split about these boulders with great
foree and is often turned back so that it rushes in
the opposite direction because of the obstacles,
remarkable whirlpools are formed ; the middle space,
moreover, for its entive length is filled with foam

U Herodotus (2, 32) spenks of *large mprshes™ on the
i course of Nila. .
i.e. the valloy which lies between the hills,
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BOOK I 32 g-33. 3

made by the backward rosh of the water, and striles
those who approach it with great terror. And, in
fact, the deseent of the river is so swift and violent
that it appears to the cye like the very rush of an
arrow. During the flood-time of the Nile, when the
peaked rocks are covered and the entive rapids are
Lidden by the large valume of the water, some men
deseend the catarnct when they find the winds
against them,! buk no man ean make his way up it,
sinee the force of the river overcomes every human
deviee,  Now there arve still other catarncts of this
nature, but the largest is the one on the border
between Fthiopia and Eeypt.

33 The Nile also embraces islands within its
waters, of which there are many in Ethiopia and
one of considerable extent called Mero#, on which
there also lies a famous city bearing the same name
as the island, which was founded by Cambyses and
named by him after his mother Meroi, This island,
they say, has the shape of a long shield and in size
far surpasses the other islands in these parts; for
they state that it is three thousand stades long and
a thousand wide. It also contains not a few cities,
the most famous of which is Merok. Extending
the entive length of the island where it is washed
by the river there are, on the side towards Libya,
dunes containing an infinite amount of sand, and, on
the side towards Avabia, rugged cliffs. There ave
also to be found in it mines of gald, silver, fron, and
copper, and it contains in addition muech chony and

' i.¢. and go are able to choek thair speed by nsing the sails,
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BOOK I 33. 3-9

every kind of precious stone.  Speaking generally,
the river forms so many islands that the report of
them can seaveely be credited; for, apart from the
regions surrounded by water in what is called the
Delta, there are more than zeven hundred other
islands, of which some are irrigated by the Ethiopians
and planted with millet, th-:mé'h others are so overrun
by snakes and dog-faced baboons 1 and other animals
of every kind that human beings eannot set foot
upon them,

Now where the Nile in its course through Egypt
divides into several streams it forms the region
which iz ealled from its shape the Delta, The
two =ides of the Delta are deseribed by the outer-
most branches, while its base is formed by the
sea which receives the discharge from the several
outlets of the river, It empties into the sea in
seven mouths, of which the first, beginning at the
east, is called the Pelusine, the second the Tanitie,
then the Mendesian, Phatnitie, and Sebennytic, then
the Bolbitine, and finally the Ca.nlglpic. which is
called by some the Heracleotic, Therd are also
other mouths, built by the hand of man, about which
there is no special need to write, At each mouth
is o walled city, which is divided into two parts b
the rviver and provided on each side of the mouth
with pontoon bridges and guard-houses at suitable
points. From the Pelusiac mouth there is an arti-
ficial eanal to the Arabian Gulf and the Red Sea.
The first to undertake the construction of this was
Neeho the son of Psammetichus, and after him
Darius the Persinn made progress with the work for

3 Tase are described in Book 3. 35,
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BOOK L 33. g-34. 2

a time but finally left it unfinished ;! for he was
informed by certain persons that if he dug through
the neck of land he would be vesponsible for the
submergence of Egypt, for they pointed out to him
that the Red Sea was higher than Egyjﬁ.“ At a
Inter time the second Ptolemy completed i

kind of a lock. This he opened, whenever he wished
to pass through, and quickly closed again, a con-
trivance whicl usage proved to be Iuighﬁr'sucmful.
The viver which flows through this ecanal is named
Ptolemy, after the builder of i, and has at its mouth
the eity ealled Arsinoé,

3. The Delta is much like Sicily in shape, and
its sides are cach seven hundeed and fifty stades
long and its base, where it is washed by the sea,
thirteen hundred stades.  This island iz intersected
by many artificial canals and includes the fairest
land in Bgypt. Tor since it is alluvial spil and well
watered, it produces many crops of every kind,
inasmuch as the river by its annual rise regularly
deposits on it fresh slime, and the inhabitints easily
irrigate its whole, aren by means of a contrivance

the Nile s littlo above Eubnatis, followed the Wadi Thmilit
to tho Bitter Lakes, and then turned south, along tho eoursa of
the present conad, to the Red Sew.  Its construction has been
placed as far back ns the 19th and even the 12th Dynnsty. At
any roke, i wos again pot o operstion by Darins, e is elear from
theinseriptionon the best-preserved of the five atelae discovered;
“Tam alPersian. From Persin T eaptored EE?J. I eommandad
this canal to bo built from the Nile, which flows in I to
the Sea which comes from Porsia. 8o was thiz ean uilt,
24 1 had commanded, and ships passed from Egypb lhmu\q}l
this eanal to Porsia, a8 was my purpose ' (translation in I, W.
, History of Ancient Pervia, p. 120).  Remains show that

it waa about 150 fect wide and 10 to 17 feet deep. .
113
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BOOK L 34. 2—9

which was invented by Archimedes of Syracuse and
is called, after its shape, a serew?

Sinee the Wile has a gentle current, carriez down
a great quantity of all ki of earth, and, further-
more, gathers in stegnant pools in low places,
marshes are formed which abound in every kind of
plant. For tubers of every flavour grow in them
and froits and vegetables which grow on stalks,
of a nature peculiar to the country, supplying an
abundanee sufficient to render the poor and the sick
among the inhabitants sclf-sustaining.  For not only
do they afford a varied dict, ready at hand and
abundant for all who need it, but they also furnish
not a few of the other things which contribute to
the necessitics of life; the lotus, for instance, grows
in great profusion, and from it the Eg{ptiu:ns make
a hread which is able to satisfy the physical needs
of the body, and the ciborium, which is found in great
sbundonce, hears what is called the “ Egyptian "
bean.2  There are also many kinds of trees, of which
that called persea,® which was introdyced from
Ethiopia by the Persians when Cambyses eonquered
those regions, has an unusually sweet fruit, while
of the fig-mulberry 4 trees one kind bears the black
mulberry and another a fruit resembling the ﬁg;
and since the latter produces throughout almost the
whole year, the result is that the poor have a ready
souree to turn to in their need. The fruit called
the blackberry is picked at the time the river is

torned within & wooden shaft. Lt wes worked by msn-
and did not raiss the water ao high as did the water-wheel.
? The Nelumbinm {oFum ; 121 Theophrastus, Evguery
into Plants, 4. 8. 7 (tr. by Hort in LOL). ~
¥ The Mimusops Schimperi; op. Theophrastus, ikid. 4. 2. 5.
4 The Fieus Sycamorus; op. plragtus, ibid, 0. 8, 4.
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BOOK I. 34. 0-35- 5

receding and by reason of its natural sweetness is
paten s a dessert. The Egyptians also make a
drink out of barley which they call sythos, the bou-
quet of which is not much inferior to that of wine.
Into their lamps they pour for lighting purposes,
not the ail of the olive, but a kind which is extracted
from a plant and called kbl Many other plants,
eapable of supplying men with the necessities of
lie, grow in Fgypt in great abundanee, but it would
be a long task to tell about them.

35. As for animals, the Nile breeds many  of
peculiar form, and two which surpass the others,
the erocodile and what is called the * horse.” *  Of
these animals the erocodile grows to be the largest
from the smallest beginning, sinee this animal lays
eggs about the size of those of a goose, but after
the young is hatched it grows to be as long as six-
teen cubits. It is as long-lived as man, and has no
tongue. The body of the animal is wondrously
protected by nature; for its skin is covered all over
with seales and is remarkably hard, and there are
many tecth in both jaws, two being tusks, much
larger than the vest. It devours the flesh not only
of men but also of any land animal which approaches
the river. The bites which it makes are huge and
severe and it lacerates terribly with its claws, and
whatever part of the flesh it tears it renders alto-
gether difficult to heal.  In early times the Egyptians
used to catch these beasts with hooks baited with

1 Castor-oil. *
* Called by the Greoks olvo hippopotamos, * horse of the
river," and ** horse of the Nile."”
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. BOOK I 35 59

the flesh of pigs, but since then they have hunted
themn somctimes with heavy nets, as they catch
some kinds of fish, and sometimes from their boats
with iron spears which they strike repeatedly into
the head. The multitude of them in the river and
the adjacent marshes is beyond telling, since they
are prolific and arve seldom slain by the inhabitants;
for it is the custom of most of the natives of Egypt
to worship the evoendile as a god, while for fareigners
there is no profit whatsoever in the hunting of them
sinee their flesh s not edible. But against this
rmultitude’s increasing and menacing the inhabitants
nature hns devised a great help; for the animal
ealled the ichneumon, which is about the size of a
small dog, gocs about breaking the eggs of the
eraeodiles, sinee the animal lays them on the banks
of the river, and—what is most astonishing of all—
without eating them or profiting in any way it con-
tinually performs a serviee which, in o sense, has
been preseribed by nature and forced upon the
animal for the benefit of men. x

The animal called the * horse " is not less than
five cubits high, and is four-footed and cloven-hoofed
like the ox; it lias tusks larger than those of the wild
boar, three on each side, and ears and tail and a
vy somewhat like those of the horse; but the trunk
:?im body, as a whole, is not unlike that of the
clephant, and its skin is the toughest of almost M:]{
beast’s. Being a river and land animal, it spen
the day in the streams exercising in the deep water,
while at night it forages about the countryside on
the grain and hay, so that, if this animal were

1 gk Dindorf @ dp. .
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prolific and reproduced each year, it would entirely
destroy the farms of Egypt. But even it is caught by
the united work of many men wha strike it with iron
spears; for whenever it appears they converge their
boats nrnn it, and gatheriniig about it wound it
repeatedly with a kind of chisel fitted with iron
barls,! and then, fastening the end of a rope of tow
to one of them which has become imbedded in the
animal, they let it go until it dies from loss of blood.
Its meat is tough and hard to digest and none of
its inward parts is edible, neither the viscera?® now
the intestines,

6. Beside the beasts above mentioned the MNile
conknins every variety of fish and in numbers beyond
belief; for it supplics the natives not only with
abundant subsistence from the fish freshly caught,
but it also yiclds an unfailing multitode for salting.
Speaking nerally, we may say that the Nile
surpasses all the rivers of the inhabited world in
its benefactions to mankind.  Tor, beginning to
rise at the summer solstice, it increases-m volume
until the autumnal equinox, and, sinee it is brin
ing down fresh slime all the time, it soaks bo
the fallow land and the seed land as well as the
orchard land for so long o time as the farmers
may wish. For since the water eomes with a gentle
flow, they easily divert the river from their ficlds
by small dams of earth, and then, by cutting these,
as casily let the river in agein upon the land when-
ever they think this to be advantageous. And in
general the Nile contributes so greatly to the lighten-
ing of labour as well as to the profit of the inhabi-
tants, that the majority of the farmers, as they

.t B Berpoon, # f.. tho heart, liver, lungs, kidneys.
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hegin work upen the aveas of the land which are
becoming dry, merely seatter their seed, turn their
herds and flocks in on the fields, and after they have
used these for trampling the seed in return after
four or five months to harvest it;! while some,
applying light ploughs to the land, turn over no
more than the surface of the soil after its wetting
and then gather great heaps of grain without much
expensa or exertion.  For, generally speaking, ev
kind of field labour among other peoples cnt:E
great expense and toil, but among the Fgyptians
alone is the harvest gathered in with very slight
ontlay of money and labour,  Also the land planted
with the vine, being irvigated as are the other ficlds,

iclds an abundant supply of wine to the natives.
And those who allow the land, after it has been
inundated, to lic uncultivated and give it over to
the flocks to graze upon, are rewarded with flocks
which, because of the rieh pasturage, lamb twice
and are twice shorn every year?

The rize of the Nile 15 o phenomeon which
appears wonderful enough to those who have wit-
nessed it, but to those who have only heard of it,
quite ineredible. For while all other rivers begin
to fall at the summer zolstice and grow steadily lower
and lower during the course of the following summer,
this one alone beging to rise at that Hime and in-
creases so greatly in velume day by day that it
finally overflows practieally all Fgypt. And in like
manner it afterwnrds follows precisely the opposite

1A monument of the Old Kingdom represonts ﬂh&:}!

treading in thoseed (the reproduction appears in,J. H. Breasted,

A History of Egypt, p. 92 .
* Cp. the Odyasey 4. 80
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course and for an equal length of time gradually
falls each day, until it has returned to its former
level.  And since the land is a level plain, while the
cities and villages, as well as the farm-houses, lic
on artificial mounds, the seene comes to resemble
the Cyelades Islands?! The wild land animals for
the larger part are cut off by the river and perish in
its waters, but o few eseape by flecing to higher
ground; the herds and flocks, however, are main-
tained ot the time of the fHood in the villages and
furm-houses, where fodder is stored up for them in
advance.  The masses of the people, being relieved
of their labours during the entive time of the in-
undation, turn to eecrcation, feasting all the while
and enjoying without lindrance every deviee of
pleasure. And beeause of the anxiety occasioned
by the rise of the river the kings have constructed
a Nilometer * at Memphis, where those who are
charged with the administration of it accurately
measure the rise and despatch messages to the
cities, and inform them exactly how manw cubits or
finrers the river has risen and when it has commenced
to full. In this manmer the entire nation, when it
has learned that the river hos ceased rising and
begun to fall, is relieved of its anxiety, while at the
same time all immedintely know in advance how
large the next harvest will be, since the Fgyptians
have kept an aceurate record of their observations
of this kind over a long period of terms,

1 Those are smoll islands, somoe of which * eluster®' (as the
name signilics) about the island of Delos.

T The Milometer (Diodorus ealls it in fact a * Niloscope ™)
is degeribed by Strabo (17. 1. 48) as a well on the bank of the
Wils with lines on the wall to indicats the stage of the river.
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87, Since there is great difficulty in explaining
the swelling of the viver, many philosophers and
historians have undertaken to set forth the causes
of it; regarding this we shall speak summarily, in
order that we may neither make our digression too
long nor fail to record that which all men are curious
to know. For on the general subject of the rise of
the Nile and its sources, as well as on the manner
in which it reaches the sea and the other points in
which this, the largest river of the inhabited world,
differs from all others, some historians have actually
not ventured to say a single word, although wont
now and then to expatiate at length on some winter
torvent or other, while others have undertaken to
speak on these points of inquiry, but have struyed
far from the truth. Hellanieus and Cadmus, far
instance, as well as Heeataeus and all the writers
like them, belunging as they do one and all to the
carly school! turned to the answers offered by the
myths; Herodotus, who was a curious inguirer if
ever o man was, and widely acquainted with history,
undertook, it is true, to give an explanation of the
matter, but 15 now found to have followed contra-
dictory guesses; Xenophon and Thucydides, wha
are praised for the accuracy of their histories, com-
pletely refrained in their writings from any mention
of the regions about Egypt; and Fphorus and
Theopompus, who of all writers paid most attention
to these matters, hit upon the truth the least. The
charactoristics of the group were interest in mythology and
lack of oriticism. Hoellams of Mitylene died eoon after
400 Bm.0.: the historieal character of Cadmus of Miletusa (.
sixth century B.C.) is gueationed by Sehmid-Stihlin (Feschichie
der hischen Litaraiur, I, pp. 081 £); Hecateous of Miletus
visi-eil Bgypt before 526 n.0. and died soon after 404 o, "
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1 The geeond of the line, who reigned from 280 to 2406 m.c.
Following the custom of the Egyptisn kings (op. chap. 27)
he macricd hissister Arsined, aml upon her death (or possibly
even before; op. J. Belooh, Griechische Geachichie, IV. 2. p.
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error on the part of all these writers was due, not
to their negligence, but to the peeuliar character of
the ecountry. For from carliest times until Ptolemy
who was called Philadelphus,! not only did no
Grecks ever cross over into Ethiopia, but none
ascended even as far as the boundaries of Egypt—to

-such an extent were all these regions inhospitable to

fmi%““” and altogether dangerous; but after this
king had made an cxpedition into Ethiopia with an
army of Greeks, being the first to do so, the facts
about that country from that time forth have been
more aceurately learned.

Such, then, were the veasons for the ignorance of
the carlicr historians; amd as for the sources of the
Nile and the region where the stream arizes, not a
man, down to the time of the writing of this history,
has ever affirmed that he has seen them, or reported
from hearsay an account received from any who
have maintained that they have seen them. The
question, therefore, resolves itself into a matter of
guesswork and plausible conjecture; and, when, for
instance, the pricsts of Egypt assert that the Nile
has its origin in the occan which surrounds the
inhabited world, there is nothing sound in what they
say, and they are merely eolving one perplexity by
substituting ancther, and advancing as proof an
explanation which itself stands much in need of proof.

586. n. 1 and 1. pp. 870 f.) estallished & colt of himsalf a3
ruler and of his sister-wife and consort o8 theei adelphet
{** Brothor-Siater Gods ™). The cfithntfuﬂifaddpb“ (** pizter-
loving '*) was never borne Ly Ptolemy I1 during bis lifelime;
&0 his contemporarics he was known o * Piolemy the son
of Ptolemy *' (cp. E. B. Bovan, 4 Hislary of EEE{-II undar
the Ptolematc Dhiymasly, p. 506 and Fergusoa in Yembricgs
Ancien! History, 7., p- 17.
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On the other hand, these Trogodytes,' known as the
Bolgii, who migrated from the interior because of
the heat, say that there are certain phenomena
connected with those regions, from which & man
might reason that the boedy of the Nile is gathered
from many sources which eonverge upon a single
place, and that this is the reason for its being the
most fertile of all known rivers. But the irighal:ri-
tants of the country about the island called Merok,
with whom a man would be most likely to agree,
sinee they are far remaved from the art of finding
reasons in accordance with what is plausible and dwell
nearest the regions under discussion, are so far from
saying anything accurate about thesc problems that
they even call the river Astapus, which means, when
translated into Greek, * Water from Darkness."

This people, then, have given the Nile a name
which accords with the want of any first-hand infor-
mation about those regions and with their own
jgnorance of them; but in our opinion the explana-
tion nearest the truth is the one whichais farthest
from pure assumption. I am not unaware that
Herodotus,? when distinguishing between the Libya
which lies to the east and that which lies to t{e
west of this river, attributes to the Libyans known
as the Nasamones the exact observation of the
stream, and says that the Nile rises in a certain lake
and then flows through the land of Ethiopia for a
distance beyond telling; and yet assuredly no hasty
assent should be given to the statements either of
Libyans, even though they may have spoken truth-
fully, or of the historian when what he says does not
admit of proof. ' .

1 Cpop ¥n L 4 Book 2. 32.
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1 Thales doubtless meant by * etesian ™ the north-west
winds which blow in summer the Meaditerrancan, but
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BOOK I. 38 1-6

38. Now that we have diseussed the sources and
course of the Nile we shall endeavour to set forth
the causes of its swelling.  Thales, who is called one
of the seven wise men, says that when the etesian
winds ! blow against the mouths of the river they
hinder the flow of the water into the sea, and that
thiz iz the reason why it rises and overflows Egypt,
which is low and a level plain,  But this explanation,
plausible as it appears, may easily be shown to be
false. For if what he said were true, all the rivers
whose mouths face the ctesian winds would rise in
a similar way ; but sinee this is the case nowhere in
the inhabited world the troe canse of the swelling
must be sought elsewhere.  Anaxagoras the physieal
philesopher i!ﬁl declared that the cause of the rising
i the melting snow in Ethiopia, and the poet
Buripides, a pupil of his, i5 in agreement with him,
At least he writes:?

He quit Nile's waters, fairest that gush from earth,

The Nile which, drawn from FEthiop,land, the
black -

Man's home, flows with full flood when melts the
SN0OWw.

But the fact is that this statement alse requires
but a brief refutation, since it is clear to everyone
that the excessive heat makes it impossible that
any snow should fall in thiopia; for, speakin

generally, in those regions there is no frost or eol

or any alin whatsoever of winter, and this is especially
true at the time of the rsing of the Nile. And even

the term is not a preciss one, a8 Diodorus shows jn the following
chapber. .
2 Tryg. 228, Nauck®,
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if 2 man should admit the existence of great gquanti-
ties of snow in the regions beyond Ethiopia, the
falsity of the statement is still shown by this fact:
every river which flows out of snow gives out cool
breezcs, as is g,-f.-mer:l.'lii:T agreed, and thickens the
air about it; but the Nile is the only river about
which no clouds form, and where no cool breeszes
rise and the air is not thickened. -
Herodotus ! says that the size of the Nile at its
swelling is its natural one, but that a=s the sun travels
over Libya in the winter it draws up to iteelf from
the Mile'a great amount of mpisture, and this is the
reason why at that season the river hecomes smaller
than its natural size; but at the beginning of summer,
when the sun turns back in its course towards the
north, it dries out and thus reduccs the level of both
the rivers of Greece and those of every other land
whose geographical position is like that of Greece.®
Consequently there is no oecasion for surprise, he says,
in the phenomenon of the Nile; for, as a matter of
fact, it does not inerease in volume in the Thot season
and then fall in the winter, for the reason just given.
Now the answer to be made to this explanation also
is that it would follow that, if the sun drew moisture
to itself from the Nile in the winter, it would also
take some moisture from all the other rivers of
Libya and reduce the flow of their waters. But
since nowhere in Libya is anything like this to be
seen taking place, it is clear that the historian is
canght inventing an explanation; for the fact is
that the rivers of Greccc increase in winter, not

1 Book 2. 25.
2 e in the north latitude.
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! Twao names given to porth winds.
¢ g the north-west.
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BOOK T. 39. 65

as much from the west as from the north; since
Borean and Aparctian! winds are not the only winds
which are called etesian, but also the Argestean,
which blow from the direction of the sun’s summer
setting.? Also the statement that by general agree-
ment the highest mountains are those of Ethiopia
is not only advanced without any proof, but it does
not possess, either, the credibility which is accorded
to facts established by observation.?

Fphorug, who presents the most reeent explana-
tion, endeavours to present a plausible argument,
but, as may be seecn, by no means arrives at the
truth. For he says that all Egypt, being alluvial
soil and spongy,? and in nature like pumice-stone, is
full of large and continuous eracks, through which
it takes up a great amount of water; this it vetains
within itself §uring the winter scason, but in the
summer season it pours this out from itsell gvery-
where like sweat, as it were, and by means f this
exudation it canses the flood of the river. Buf this
historian, as it appears to us, has not Only Bever
personally observed the nature of the country in
Egypt, but has not even inquived with any [care
about it of those who are acquainted with the char-
acter of this land. For in the first place, if the
Nile derived its increase from Egypt itself, it would
then not experience a flood in its npper stretehes,
where it flows through a stony and solid eountry;
yet, as a matter of fact, it floods while Alowing aver
a course of more than six thousand stades through

% ;e there is no evidence from witnessesrthat they appear
to be exceedingly high. - .
4 Tho worda mean literally * ponred out by o river " and
¢pring_”
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Fthiopia before ever it touches Bgyph Secondly,
if the stream of the Nile were, on the one hand,
lower than the rifts in the alluvial soil, the cracks
would then be on the surface and so great an amount
of water could not possibly remain in them; and if,
on the other hand, the river oceupied a higher level
than the rifts, there could not possibly be a flow of
water from the lower hollows to the higher surface.

In general, can any man think it possible that the
exudations from rifts in the ground should produce
so great an incrense in the waters of the river that
practically all Egypt fs inundated by it! Tor I
pass over the false statements of Fphorus about the
ground being alluvial and the water being stored
up in the rifts, since the refutation of them is mani-
fest. Tor instance, the Meander river in Asia has
laid down a great amount of alluvial land, yet
not a single one of the phenomena attending the
flooding of the Nile is to be scen In its case., And like
the Meander the river in Acarnania known as the
Achelotis, and the Cephisus in Boeotia, which flows
out of Phacis, have built up not a little Jand, and in
the case of both there is elear proof that the hig=
torian’s statements are erroneous. However, under
no circumstances would any man look for striet
accuraey in Ephorus, when he sees that in many
matters he has paid little regard to the truth.

40, Certain of the wise men in Memphis have
undertaken to advance an explanation of the flood-
ing, which is incapable of disproof - rather than
credible, and yet it is accepted by many. They
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divide the earth into three parts, and say that one
part is that which forms our inhabited world, that
the second is exmt‘iz opposed to these regions in its
seasons, and that the third lies between these two
but is uninhabited by reason of the heat! Now if
the Nile rose in the winter, it would be clear that
it was receiving its additional waters from our zone
because of the heavy rains which fall with us in that
season especially; but sinee, on the contrary, its
flood occurs in the snmmer, it is probable that in
the regions opposite to us the winter storms are
being produced and that the surplus waters of those
distant regions flow into our inhabited world.  And
it is for this reason that no man can journey to the
sources of the Nile, because the river flows from the
opposite zone through the uninhabited one. A
farther witness to this is the excessive sweetness of
the water of the Nile; for in the course of the river
through the torrid zone it is tempered by the heat,
and that is the reason for its being the sweetest of
all rivers, inasmuch as by the law of mature that
which is fiery always sweetens ® what is wet.

But this explanation admits of an obvious rebuttal,
for plainly it is quite impossible for a river to flaw
uphill into our inhabited world from the inhabited
world opposite to ours, especially if one holds to

1 i, they postulated a south temperats zone, correspond-
ing to the north tewperate, and separated from it by tha
torrid zone.  The Nile, secording to them, rosa in the south
tempornte zono.  They were nol in fact so far astray in the
matter, the White Nile rising just s little sonth of the equator,
although tho waters of the annusl inundstion comp from
the Blun Nile, which haa its sources in th&tn?la-!nndofﬁhys-
ginia. ’

3 {a., woter is freshened (*swostened ) by boing heated.
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the theory that the carth iz shaped like a sphere.
And indeed, if any man makes bold to do \risvu]t;enbe,
by means of mere words, to facts established by
observation, Nature at least will in no wise vield ta
him. TFor, in general, such men think that, by
introducing a proposition incapable of being dis-
proved and placing the uninhabited region between
the two inhabited ones, they will in this way aveid
all precise refutations of their argument; but the
proper course for such as take a firm position on any
matter is either to adduee the observed facts as
evidenee or to find thelr proofs in statements which
have been agreed upon at the outset.  But how can
the Nile be the only river which flows from that
inhabited world to owr parts? Tor it is reasonable
to suppose that other rivers as well are to be found
there, just as there are many among us. More-
over, the eause which they advanee for the sweet-
ness of the water is altogether absurd. For if the
river were sweetened by being tempered by the
lieat, it would not be so productive as ik is of life,
nor contain so many kinds of fishes and animals;
for all water upon being changed by the fiery element
is quite incapable of generating life. Therefore,
sinee by the * tempering "' process which they intro-
duce they entirely change the real nature of the
Nile, the eauses which they advanee for its flooding
must be considered false.

41. Oenapides of Chios ! says that in the summer
the waters under the earth are cold, but in the
winter, on the contrary, warm; and that this may
be clearly observed in deep wells, for in midwinter
their water is least eold, while in the hattest weather
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the coldest water is drawn up from them. Conse-
quently it is reasonable that the Nile should be
emall and should diminish in the winter, since the
heat in the earth consumes the larger part of the
moisture and there are no rains in Egypt; while
in the summer, sinee there is no longer any con-
sumption of the mofsture down in the depths of the
earth, the natural flow of the river is increased with-
ont hindrance. But the answer to be given to this
explanation also is that there are many rivers in
Libya, whose mouths are situated like those of the
Nile and whose courses are much the same, and yet
they do not rise in the same manner as the Nile;
on the contrary, flooding as they do in the winter
and receding in the summer, they refute the false
statement of any man who tries to overcome the
truth with specious arguments.

The nearcst approach to the truth has been made
by Agatharchides of Cnidus.! His explanation is as
follows : Ever% year continuous rains fall in the
mountains of Hthiopia from the summer olstice to
the autumnal equinox; and so it is entirely reason-
able that the Nile should diminish in the winter
when it derives its natural supply of water solely
from its sources, but should inerease its volume in
the summer on account of the rains which pour
into it. And just because no one up to this time
has been able to set forth the causes of the origin
of the flood waters, it iz not proper, he urges, that
his personal explanation be rejected; for nature
presents many ccntmdicturﬁ phenemena, the exact
causes of which ave beyond the power of mankind

1 Agatharchides wos o historian and geographer of the
second century B.O. .
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to discover.  As to his own statement, he adds, testi-
mony to its truth is furnished by what talees place in
certain regions of Asia.  For on the borders of Seythia
which abut upon the Caucasus mountains, annually,
after the winter is over, exceptionally heavy snow-
skorms wecur over many consecutive days; in the
northern parts of India at certain scasons hailstones
come heating down which in size and, quantity
SUrpAss BLeliet; about the Hydaspes river continuous
rains fall at the opening of summer; and in Ethiopia,
likewise, the same thing occurs some days later, this
climatical condition, in its regulae recurrence, always
causing storms in the neighbouring regions.  And
so, he argues, it is nothing surprising if in Ethiopia
as well, which lies above Fgypt, continuous raing in
the mountains, beating down during the summer,
ewell the river, especially since the plain fact itself
i= witnessed to by the barbavians who inhabit those
regions.  And i what has been said is of a nature
opposite to what oceurs among us, it should not be
disbelicved on that score; for the soutl® wind, for
example, with us is accompanied by stormy weather,
but in Ethiopia by clear skies, and in Kurope the
north winds are violent, but in that land they are
gentle and light.

" With regavd, then, to the flooding of the Nile,
though we are able to answer with more varied
arguments all who have offered explanations of it,
we shall rest content with what has been said, in
arder that we may not overstep the principle of
brevity which we resolved upon at the beginning.
And sinee we have divided this Book into two parls

% pal warrends drdenis ndded by D.
ig9
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BOOK I 41 10

because of its length, inasmuch as we are aiming at
due proportion in our account! at this point we
shall close the first portion of our history, and in the
second we shall set forth the facts in the history of
Egypt which come next in order, beginning with the
account of the former kings of Egypt and of the
carliest manner of life among the Egyptians.

! Cp. p 06, 0. 1.
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PART TWO OF THE FIRST BOOK

49. Tur Tirst Book of Diodorus being divided
because of its length into two volumes, the first
contains the preface to the whole treatise and the
accounts given by the Fgyptians of the genesis of the
world and the first forming of the universe; then he
tells of the gods who founded citics in Egypt and
named them after themselves, of the first men and
the earlicst manner of life, of the honour paid to the
immortals and the building of their temples to them,
then of the topography of Egypt and the marvels
related about the river Nile, and also of the cpusesof its

" flooding and the opinions thercupon of the historians

and the philosophers as well as the refutation of each
writer.l In this volume we shall discuss the topics
which come next in order after the foregoing. We
shall begin with the first kings of Egypt and set forth

their individual deeds down to King Amasis, after we 569-52

have first deseribed in summary fashion the most
ancient manner of life in Egypt.
43. As for their means of living in primitive times,
the Egyptians, they say, in the earliest period got
1 This sentence as it stands is almost certainly not from
the hand of Diodorus. But the following words do not
connect well with the end of chapter 41. In Book 17, which

is also broken into two Parts, the narrative continues without
any such interruption as occurs here.
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their food from herbs and the stalks and roots of the
plants which grew in the marshes, making trial of
each one of them by tasting it, and the first one eaten
by them and the most favoured was that called
Agrostis,! because it excelled the others in sweetness
and supplied sufficient nutriment for the human
body; for they observed that this plant was attrac-
tive to the cattle and quickly increased their bulk.
Beeause of this fact the natives, in remembrance of
the usefulness of this plant, to this day, when
approaching the gods, hold some of it in their hands
as they pray to them; for they believe that man is a
ereature of swamp and marsh, basing this conclusion
on the smoothness of his skin and his physical con-
stitution, as well as on the fact that he requires a wet
rather than a dry diet. A second way by which the
Egyptians subsisted was, they say, by the eating of
fish, of which the river provided a great abundance,
especially at the time when it receded after its flood
and dried up.2  They also ate the flesh of some of the
pasturing animals, using for clothing the skins of the
beasts that were caten, and their dwellings they built
outof reeds. And traces of these customs still remain
among the herdsmen of Egypt, all of whom, they say,
have no other dwelling up to this time than one of
reeds, considering that with this they are well enough
provided for. After subsisting in this manner over
a long period of time they finallyturned to the edible
fruits of the earth, among which may be included the
bread made from the lotus. The discovery of these

! Dog's-tooth grass,
q 2 T'hig must refer to the drying-up of the pdbls left by the
ood. '
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BOOK I 43. 5-44- 3

is attributed by some to Isis,! but by others to one of
their early kings called Menas. “The priests, how-
ever, have the story that the discoverer of the
branches of learning and of the arts was Hermes, but
that it was their kings who discovered such things as
are necessary for existence; and that this was the
reason why the kingship in early times was bestowed,
not upon the sons of their former rulers, but upon
such as conferred the greatest and most numerous
benefits upon the peoples, whether it be that the
inhabitants in this way sought to provoke their kings
to useful service for the benefit of all, or that they
have in very truth received an account to this effect
in their saered writings.

44. Some of them give the story that at first gods
and heroes ruled Fgypt for a little less than eighteen
thousand years, the last of the gods to rule being
Horus, the son of Isis; and mortals have been kings
over their country, they say, for a little less than five
thousand years down to the One Hundred and s-56
Fightieth Olympiad, the time when we visited Egypt b
and the king was Ptolemy, who took the name of The
New Dionysus.2 For most of this period the rule
was held by native kings, and for a small part of it by
Ethiopians, Persians, and Macedonians.® Now four
Ethiopians held the throne, not consecutively but
with intervals between, for a little less than thirty-
six years in all; and the Persians, after their king
Cambyses had subdued the nation by arms, ruled for
one hundred and thirty-five years, including the

¢ Polemy XI (80-51 B.0.), better known as Auletes (“ The
Piper”’) and as the father of the famous Cleopatra.

& The Ethiopian Period (Twenty-fifth Dynasty), ca. 715~
663 m.0.; the Persian, 525-332 B.c.; on the Macedonian,
332-30 B.0., see the Introduction, pp. ix ff.
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periods of revolt on the part of the Egyptians which
they raised because they were unable to endure the
harshuess of their dominion and their lack of respect
for the native gods. Last of all the Macedonians and
their dynasty held rule for two hundred and seventy-
gix vears. Lor the rest of the time all the kings of t?u
land were natives, four hundred and seventy of them
being men and five women. About all of them the
priests had records which were regularly handed
down in their saered books to cach successive priest
from carly times, giving the stature of each of the
former kings, a deseription of his character, and what
he had done during his reign; as for us, howeven, it
would be a long task to write of each of them sever-
ally, and superfluous also, seeing that most of the
material included is of no profit. Consequently we
shall undertake to recount briefly only the most
important of the facts which deserve a place in
history.

45. After the gods the first king of Egypt, accord-
ing to the priests, was Menas, who taught the people
ta worship gods and offer sacrifices, and also to supply
themselves with tables and couches and to use costly
bedding, and, in a word, introduced luxury and an
extravagant manner of life. For this reason when,
many generations later, Tnephachthus,! the father

¢ of Boccheris the wise, was king and, while on a cam-

paign in Arabia, ran short of supplies because the
country was desert and rough, we are told that he
was obliged to go without food for onc day and then
to live on quite simple fare at the home of some
ordinary folk in private station, and that he, enjoying
1 Wat identified. Wiedemann conjected tht he might be
Tef-sucht, of the 23rd Dynesty. .
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the experience excecdingly, denounced luxury and

ronounced a curse an the king whe had first taught
the people their extravagant way of living; and so
deeply did he take to heart the change which had
taken place in the people’s habits of eating, drinking,
and sleeping, that he inseribed his curse in hicro-
glyphs on the temple of Zeus in Thebes; and this,
in flm:t, appears to be the chief reason why the fame
of Menas and his honours did not persist into later
ares.  And it is said that the descendants of this
king, fifty-two in number all told, ruled in unbroken
enoppssion more than a thousand and focky years, but
that in their reigns nothing oceurved that was worthy
of record.

Subsequently, when Busiris beecame king and his
doscendants in turn, eight in number, the last of the
line, who bore the sume name as the first, founded,
they say, the city which the Iigyptians call Diospolist
the Great, though the Greeks call it Thebes. Now
the circuit of it he made one hundred and fort
stades, and he adorned it in marvellous fashion witﬁ
great bufldings and remarkable temples and dedica-
tory monuments of every other kind; in the same
way he caused the houses of private citizens to be
constructed in some cases four stories high, in other
five, and in general made it the most prosperous ¢ity,
not only of Egypt, but of the whuru world,  And
since, by reason of the eity's pre-eminent wealth and
power, its fame has been spread abroad to every

1% Oty of Hous," the Dicspolis Mugne of the Romane.
The Egyptinn name by which it was most commonly kuown
was Nu'(or No), ** the aity."”

t rgy omitted by Vulgate, Bekker, Dindoef, ;3
I0I
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region, even the poct, we are told, has mentioned it
when he says:1
_ Nay, not for all the wealth
Of Thebes in Egypt, where in ev’ry hall
There lieth treasure vast; a hundred are
Her gates, and warriors by each issue forth
Two hundred, each of them with car and steeds.

Some, however, tell us that it was not one hundred
“ gates " (pulai) which the city had, but rather many
great propylaca in front of its temples, and that it
was from these that the title ““ hundred-gated ” was
given it, that is, “having many gateways.” Yeb
twenty thousand chariots did in truth, we are told,
pass out from it to war; for there were once seattered
along the river from Memphis to the Thebes which is
over against Libya one hundred post-stations,* cach
one having accommodation for two hundred horses,
whose foundations are pointed out even to this day.
46. Not only this king, we have been informed, but
also many of the later rulers devoted thejr attention
to the development of the city. For no city under
the sun has ever been so adorned by votive offerings,
made of silver and gold and ivory, in such number
and of such size, by such a multitude of colossal
statues, and, finally, by obelisks made of single
blocks of stone. Of four temples erected there the
oldest 3 is a source of wonder for both its beauty and
size, having a circuit of thirteen stades, a height of

2 Stables where relays of horses were kept. Eichstidt
would reject the whole of § 7 as spurious, and the words &v
rard v A8iny appear to be unnecessary.

8 This is undoubtedly the (reat Templg of Ammon ab
Karnak, the most imposing of all the monuments of Egypb.
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BOOK 1. 46. 2-8

forty-five cubits, and walls twenty-four feet thick.
In keeping with this magnificence was also the em-
bellishment of the votive offerings within the circuit
wall, marvellous for the money spent upon it and
exquisitely wrought as to workmanship. Now the
buildings of the temple survived down to rather recent
times, but the silver and gold and costly works of ivory
and rare stone were carried off by the Persians when
Cambyses burned the temples of Egypt;* and it was
at this time, they say, that the Persians, by trans-
ferring all this wealth to Asia and taking artisans
along from Fgypt, constructed their famous palaces
in Persepolis and Susa and throughout Media. So
great was the wealth of Ligypt at that period, they
deelare, that from the remmnants left in the course of
the sack and after the burning the treasure which
was collected little by little was found to be worth
more than three hundred talents of gold and no less
than two thousand three hundred talents of silver.
There are also in this city, they say, remarkable
tombs of the early kings and of theis successors,
which leave to those who aspire to similar magni-
ficence no opportunity to outdo them.

Now the priests said that in their records they find
forty-seven tombs of kings; but down to the time of
Ptolemy son of Lagus, they say,only fifteen remained, 323263
most of which had been destroyed at the time we B¢
visited those regions, in the One Hundred and eo-so
Eightieth Olympiad. Not only do the priests of ™*

1 Cambyses was in Egypt from 525 to 522 B.0. The account
of his excesses against the Egyptian religion and customs,
given in great detail by Herodotus (3. 16 1L.), is almost cor-
tainly much exaggerated (see Gray in 1'he Cambridge Ancient
History, 4. pp. 22-3, but cp. Hall, ibid. 3. ppf 311-12); at any
rate they fall toward the end of his stay in the country.*
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1 péaaras Hertlein: Mdureros,

! Hecatacuz of Abdera was an historian of tho carly thind
cenbury B0, suthor of an Aigypticka, from which the following
deacription (47, 1-40. 0) of the tomb of Ceymuendyay (Ailler,
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BOOK 1. 46. 8-47. 3

Egypt give these facts from their records, but many
also of the Greeks who visited Thebes in the time
of Ptolemy son of Lagus and composed histories of
Egypt, one of whom was Hecataeus,! agree with what
we have said.

47. Ten stades from the first tombs, he says, in
~which, according to tradition, are buried the con-
cubines of Zeus, stands a monument of the king
known as Osymandyas.2 At its entrance there is a
pylon, constructed of varicgated stone, two plethra
in breadth and forty-five cubits high ; passing through
this one enters a rectangular peristyle, built of stone,
four plethra long on each side; it is supported, in
place of pillars, by monolithic figures sixteen cubits
high, wrought in the ancient manner as_to shape ;8
and the entire ceiling, which is two fathoms wide,
consists of a single stone, which is highly decorated
with stars on a blue field. Beyond this peristyle
there is yet another entrance and pylon, in every
respect like the one mentioned before, save that it is
more richly wrought with every manner of relief;
beside the entrance are three statues, each of a single
block of black stone from Syene, of which one, that

Pragmenta historicorum Graecorum, 2. 389-91)is drawn., What
Diodorus gives here is no more than a paraphrase, not a
quotation, of Hecatacus (cp. the Introduction, p. xvii).

2 Thig is the great sanctuary erected by Ramses IT for
his mortuary service and known to every visitor at Thebes
as the Ramesseum. In chap. 49, where Diodorus is not
following Hecataeus, he calls it specifically a  tomb.” H. R.
Hall (Aneient History of the Near East®, p. 317) derives the
name Osymandyas from User-ma-Ra (or * Uashmuariya ™
as the Semites wrote it), one of the royal names of Ramses.

3 These were square pillars with engaged statues of Osiris,
but they were not monoliths (cp. H. R. Hall, l.ca with illustra-
tion). .
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1 The estirnted weight of this volossus of Ramses 1L s
ane thousand tone.
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BOOK I. 47. 3-48. 1

is seated, is the largest of any in Egypt,! the foot
measuring over seven cubits, while the other two at
the knees of this, the one on the right and the other
on the left, daughter and mother respectively, are
smaller than the one first mentioned. And it is not
merely for its size that this work merits approbation,
but it is also marvellous by reason of its artistic quality
and excellent because of the nature of the stone, since
in a block of so great a size there is not a single crack
or blemish to be seen. The inseription upon it runs:
« King of Kings am I, Osymandyas. If anyone
would know how great I am and where I lie, let him
surpass one of my works.” There is also another
statue of his mother standing alone, a monolith twenty
cubits high, and it has three diadems on its head,
signifying that she was both daughter and wife and
mother of a king. .

Beyond the pylon, he says, there is a peristyle more
remarkable than the former one; in it there are all
manner of reliefs depicting the war which the king
waged against those Bactrians who had revolted;
against these he had made a campaign with four
hundred thousand foot-soldiers and twenty thousand
cavalry, the whole army having been divided into
four divisions, all of which were under the command
of sons of the king.?

. 48. On the first wall the king, he says, is represented
in the act of besieging a walled city which is sur-
rounded by a river, and of leading the attack against

2 This is the campaign of Ramses Il against the Hittites
in 1288 B.c. and the great battle around the city of Kadesh
on the upper Orontes, The battle has been fully described
by J. H. Breasted, The Batile of Kadesk (Decennial Publica-
tions of the University of Chicago, 1904), wio estimates the
sizo of the army at little more than 20,000. .
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1 gopruciis Vogel 1 goprochs Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf.
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Tiroasted (e, pp. 44-5) holds that! this lion iz purely
dosorative, though the reliefs of the battle show w tame liom
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BOOK I 48, -6

opposing troops ; he is accompanied by a lion, which is
aiding him with terrifying effect. Of those who have
explained the scene some have said that in very truth
a tame lion which the king kept accompanied him in
the perils of battle and put the enemy to rout by his
fierce onset; but others have maintained that the
king, who was exceedingly brave and desirous of prais-
ing himself in a vulgar way, was trying to portray
his own bold spirit in the fizure of the lion.t On the
gecond wall, he adds, are wrought the captives as they
are being led away by the king ; they are without their
privates and their hands, which apparently signifies
that they were effeminate in spirit and had no hands
when it came to the dread business of warfare?
The third wall carries every manner of relief and
execllent paintings, which portray the king perform-
ing a sacrifice of oxen and celebrating a triumph after
the war. In the centre of the peristyle there had
been constructed of the most beautiful stone an altar,
open to the sky, both execellent in itz workmanshi
and marvellous because of its size. By the dast wall
are two monolithic seated statues, twenty-seven
enbits high, beside which are set three entrances
from the peristyle ; and by way of these entrances one
comes into a hall whose roof was supported by
pillars, constructed in the style of an Odeum,? and
measuring two plethra on each side. In this hall
there are many wooden statues representing parties

® Tho relicls of the battle show Eamses in lis chariot sod
{he severed hands of the slain, not of the captives, being oast
Lefore him (Breasted, Le., p. #5).

3 e a Music Hall, distinguished, in general, by the ancients
from o thestre Ly its roof and supporting pillars, This s
the gront ostyle hall bohind the second esurt (ep. the
Plan in [ ' Kgypl, opp. p. 301} -
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BOOK I. 48. 6-40. 3

in litigation, whose eyes are fixed upon the judges
who decide their eases; and these, in turn, are
shown in relief on one of the walls, to the number of
thirty and without any hands and in their midst
the chief justice, with a figure of Truth hanging from
his neck and holding his eyes elosed, and at his side &
great number of books.  And these figures show by
their attitude that the judges shall reeeive no gift and
that the chief justice shall have his eyes upon the
truth alone? .

40, Next to these eonvis, he says, is an ambulatory
erowded with huildings of every kind, in which there
are representations of the foods that are sweetest to
the taste, of every variety. Here are to be found
reliefs in which the king, adorned in colours, is
represented as offering to the god the gold and silver
which he received each year from the silver and gold
mines of all Lgypt; and an inseription below gives
alsg the total amount, which, summed up according
to its value in silver, is thirty-two million minas.
Next eomes the sacred library, which bears the
inseription * Healing-place of the Soul,” and contigu-
ous to this building are statues of all the gods of
Lgypt, to each of whom the king in like manner
makes the offering appropriate to him, as though he
were submitting proof before Osivis and his assessors

1 A word to this offect, which is found in o description of
“figurea in Thebes ™ by Plotarch (On Isis and Osiris, 10),
mmst almost cortainly have steod in the text, to give a basia
for the thought in the next sentence that the judges should
nob reccive gifts; op. Plutarch, Le., &r Bfwpor Gpe rhy Suwwio-
ciege kal dvdereveror olirar (U ghowing that justice should
tako no gifts and should bo insecessiblo te influanes ™).

& (n this Supreme Court see chap. 76,

L]
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BOOK 1. 40. 3=50. 1

in the underworld that to the end of hiz days he had
lived a life of piety and justice towards boeth men
and gods. Next to the library and separvated from
it by a party wall is an exquisitely constructed hall,
which contains a table with couches for twenty and
statues of Zeus and Hera as well as of the king;
here, it would seem, the body of the king is also
buried. In a eircle about this building are man
chambers which contain exeellént paintings of all
the animals which are held sacred in Egypt.  There
is an ascent leading through these chambers to the
tomb as a whole. At the top of this ascent there is
a circular border of gold erowning the monument,
three hundred and sixty-five cubits in circumference
and one cubit thick ;1 upon this the days of the year
are inscribed, one in each cubit of length, and by each
day the risings and settings of the stars as nature
ordains them and the signs indicating the effects
which the Egyptian astrologers i'-ulﬁ that they
produce.r  This border, they said, had been plun-
dered by Cambyses and the Persians.when he
conquered Fgypt,

Such, they say, was the tomb of Osymandyas the
king, which is considered far to have excelled all
nthers, not only in the amount of money lavished
upun it, but also in the ingenuity shown by the
artificers.

50, The Thebans say that they are the earliest of
all men and the first people among whom philosophy *

1 In place of *one enbit thick' one should certainly
pxpest “* ono oubit wide* In that cese the space for the
portrayal of coch day would ba one cublt sguare.

2 Horo ends the account drawn, except for ocensionol re-

marks of Diodorus, from Heeataous. A
3§ in the wider sense of study of knowledge. .
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Bekker, Dindorf,
¥ gwd o warphs after & omitted by OF.
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BOOK L 50. 14

and the exact seienee of the stars were discoverad,
since their country enables them to observe more dis-
tinetly than others the visings and settings of the stars,
Peculiar to them also is their ordering of the months
and years. For they do not veckon the days by the
moon, but by the sun, making their month of ?I:irty
days, and they add five and a quarter days ? to the
twelve months and in this way fill out the eyele of the
year. But they do not intercalate months or
subtract days, as most of the Grecks do. They

~appear to have made earcful observations of the
eclipses hoth of the sun and of the moon, and prediet
them, foretelling without errer all the events which
actually oecur,

OF the deseendants of this king, the eighth, knewn
as Uchoreus, founded Memphis, the most renowned
city of I*'.g;ypt. For he chose the most favourahls
spat in all the land, where the Nile divides into
gevernl branches to form the * Delta,” as it is called
from its shape; and the vesult was that the eity,
excellently situated as it was at the gates of the
Delta, eontinually controlled the commeree passing
into upper Egypt.  Now he gave the city a circum-
ference of one hundred and fifty stades, and made it

record of thelr ever officinlly intercalating » day cvery four

eary, 0%, indeed, Diodorus tells us in the next sentente (ep.

e Cambridge Ancient History, lr:ﬂp. 168), The distinet
gontribution of the Bgyptians to the calendar was the rejection
of the lunnr month and the recognition that the length of
the divisions of the year ghould be conventional. It was
this conventionnl month whioh Julins Cassar introduced into
the lunar month calendar of the Romens, prectically all
anciont writers saying in one way or another that the ldea
for his calendar came from Egypt (cp. J. M. Bressted, 4

History of Egypt, pp. 32-3). .
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BOOK L 50. 4-31. 1

remarkably strong and adapted to its pu by
works of the following nature.  Sinee the gﬁ'le flowed
around the city and covered it at the time of inunda-
tion, he threw out a huge mound of earth on the
south to serve as a barrier against the swelling of the
river and also az a citadel against the attacks of
encmics by land; and all around the other sides he
dug alarge and deep lake, which, by taking up the
foree of the river and occupying all the space about
the city except where the mound had been thrown up,
gave it vemarkable strength,  And so happily did the
founder of the city reckon upon the suitableness of
the site that practically all subsequent kings left
Thebes and established both their palaces and
official residences here.  Consequently  from  this
time Thebes began to wane and Memphis to increase,
until the time of Alexander the king; for after he
had founded the eity on the sea which bears his name,
all the kings of Bgypt after him concentrated their
intevest on the development of it.  Some adorned it
with magnificent palaces, some with <docks and
harbours, and others with forther notable dedications
and buildings, to such an extent that it is generally
reckoned the first or second eity of the inhabited
world, But a detailed description of this city we
shall set forth in the appropriate period.?

51. The founder uijjg‘lmplﬂs. after eonstructing
the mound and the lake, erected a palace, which,
while not inferior to those of other nations, yet was

! In common with all the Greek writers, Dicdorus knew
nothing about the chronological development of inn
history, The great period of Thebes was to come with the
Fighteenth Dvnosty, after 1600 m.c., many, centuries sub-

aequent to the founding of Memphis,
* Alexandrin is more fully deseribed in Book 17. 52, -~
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BOOK I sr. 1-3

no mateh for the grandeor of design and love of the
beautiful shown by the kings who preceded him,
Far the inhabitants of Egypt consider the period of
this life to be of no account whatever, but place the
greatest value on the time after death when they will
be remembered for their virtue, and while they give
the name of " lodgings "' to the dwellings of the
living, thus intimating that we dwell in them but a
briet time, they eall the tombs of the dead * eternal
homes,” sinee the dead spend endless eternity in
Hades; consequently they give less thought to the
furnishings of their houses, but on the manner of
their burinls they do not forgo any excess of zeal,

The aforementioned ¢ity was named, according to
somie, after the danghter of the king who founded it.
They tell the story that she was loved by the river
Nile, who had assumed the form of a bull, and gave
birth to Jigyptus, a man famous among the natives
for his virtue, from whom the entire land received its
name. For ufon sueceeding to the throne he showed
himself to be a kindly king, just, ands in a word,
upright in all matters; and so, sinee he was held
all to merit great approbation because of his good-
will, he received the honour mentioned.

Twelve generations after the king just named,
Moeris succeeded to the throne of Egypt and built
in Memphis itself the north propylaca, which far
surpasses the others in magnificence, while ten
schoeni® above the ecity he excavated a lake which
was remarkable for its utility and an undertaking of

! Hermdobus (2, 0) says that the schoenus waa an Lgyptian
measure, cqual to sixty stades or npproximately seven
miles, but me:dins: to Strabe (17, 1, 24) it vpried from thirty
to one hundred and twenty stades. At any rato the Fuyim
is sbout gixty miles from the site of ancient Memphis. 8
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BOOK I. s1. 5-52. 3

incredible magnitude For its circumference, they
say, is three thousand six hundred stades and its
depth in most parts fifty fathoms; what man,
aceordingly, in trying to estimate the magnitude of
the work, would not reasonably inqu.‘irenf;‘w many
myriads of men labowring for how many years were
required for its completion? And as for the ulility
of this lake and its contribution to the welfare of all
the inhabitants of Egypt, as well as for the ingenui
of the king, no man may praise them highly enoug,
to do justice to the trutl);.

2. For since the Nile did not rise to a fixed height
each year and yet the fruitfulness of the country
depended on the constancy of the flood-level, he
excavated the lake to receive the exeess water, in
order that the river might not, by an excessive
volume of flow, immoderately flood the land and form
marshes and pools, nor, by failing to rise to the
proper height, ruin the harvests by gm lack of water,
He also dug a canal, eighty stades long and three
plethra wide,” from the river to the lake, and by
this canal, sometimes turning the river into the
lake and sometimes shutting it off again, he furnished
the farmers with an opportune supply of water,
opening and elosing the entrance by a skilful device
and yet at considerable expense; for it cost no less
than fifty talents if a man wanted to open or close
this work. The lake has continued to serve well the
needs of the Egyptians down to our time, and bears

! The roference is to the great depression known ns the
Faydm, inte which the Nile flowed during the period of
inundation, The control of this flow, ns describod Lelow,
was first undertaken by the Pharaohs of the Twelfth Dynasty,
eapraially by Amenemhet ITT. -

i.e. about nine miles long and three hundred foet widoé
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BOOK I 52. 3-53. 1

the name of its builder, being called to this day the
Lake of Mocris.  Now the kine in excavating it left
a spot in the centre, where he built tomb and two
pyramids, a stade in height, one for himself and the
other for his wife, on the tops of which he placed stone
statues seated upon thrones, thinking that by these
monuments he would leave behind him an imperish-
able eommemoration of his good deeds. The income
aceruing from the fish taken from the lake he gave to
his wife: for her unguents and general embellishment,
the value of the eateh amounting to a talent of silver
daily ;t for there arve twenty-two different kinds of
fish in the lake, they say, and they are caught in such
abundance that the people engaged in salting them,
though exceedingly many, can searcely keep up with
their tasl:. -
Now this is the account which the LEgyptians give
of Moeris. .
3. Sesobsis,® they say, who became king seven
generations later, performed more renowned and
ater deeds than did any of his predecessors.
nd since, with regard to this king, not only are the
Greek writers at variance with one another but alsa

the catch, But only for the six menths when the water * flows
from the Inke.” A daily eateh of the valua of more than a
thousand dellars and o cost of fifty times that sum for
opening the locks seem highly improbeble,

* Proctienlly all Greel and Latin weiters called him
Sesostris, and about him stories gatherod as aboat no other
vuler in ancient histary with the exeeption of Alexander tha
Ureat. *In Greek times Besostris had long sines become
but o legendary fignre which eannot be identified with any

rticular king ™ (J. H. Breasted, A Hiamr:.rqf'f;‘g . P 188),

ut cerlain facts narrated in conneetion with him were
certainly drawn from memories of the reign of Romses IT of
the Nineteenth Dynosty. .
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BOOK I 53 1-6

among the Egyptians the priests and the poets who
sing his praises give couflicting stories, we for our part
shnﬁ:l cui‘lcnmur to give the most probable account
and that which most nearly agrees with the monu-
ments still standing in the land,  Now at the birth of
Sesodsis his father did a thing worthy of a great man
and a king: Gathering together from over all Egypt
the male childven which had been born on the same
duy and assigning to them nurses and guarvdians, he

veseribed the same training and edueation for them
all, o the theory that those who had been veaved in
the elosest companionship and had enjoyed the same
franlk relationship would be most loyal and as fellow-
combatants in the wars most brave.  He amply
provided for their every need and then trained the
youths by uwnremitling excrveises and hardships ; for
no vne of them was allowed to have anything to eat
unless he had first ran one hundved and eighty stades.?
Consequently upon attaining to manhood they were
all veritable athletes of robustness of body, and in

irit qualified for leadership and endurance because
z}E the training which they had received in the most
exeellent pursuits.

Ifirst of all Sesoilziz, his companions also aceom-
panying lhim, was sent by his father with an army
into Arabin, where he was subjected o the laborious
training of hunting wild animals and, after hardening
himself to the privations of thirst and hunger, con-
quered the entire nation of the Arabs, which had
never been enslaved before his day ; and then, on
being sent to the regions to the west, he subdued the

b About twenty miles,

& '.ﬁpa'.,ﬂwr Wosseling : Bopddpwr, -
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BOOK I 53 f-54. 1

larger part of Libya, though in years still no more than
ayouth. Andwhenhe ascended the throne upon the
death of his father, being filled with confidence by
reason of his earlier exploits he undertook to conquer
the inhabited earth. There are those who say that he
was urged to acquire empire over the whole world
by his own daughter Athyrtis, who, according to
some, was far more intelligent than any of her day
and showed her father that the campaign would be
an easy one, while according to others she had the
gift u(ypmplmc}r and knew beforchand, by means
both of sacrifices and the practice of sleeping in
temples,! as well as from the signs which appear in
the heavens, what would take place in the future.
Some have also written that, at the birth of Sesoiisis,
his falher had thought that Hephaestus had eppeared
to him in a dream and told Lim that the son wgu had
been born would rule over the whole civilized world ;
and that for this reason, thevefore, his father collécted
the children of the same age as his son and granted
them a royal training, thus preparing them“before-
hand for an attack upon the w]ll)ﬂll.‘. world, and that
his son, upon attaining manhood, trusting in the
prediction of the god was led to undertake this
eampaign.

54. In preparation for this undertaking he first of
all confirmed the goodwill of all the Egyptians
towards himself, feeling it to be necessary, if he were
to bring his plan to a successful end, that his soldiers
on the eampaign should be ready to die for their
leaders, and that those left behind in their native

! The ancient praotice of incubation, duringi which the
god of the temple would geant a rovelation throufyh o dream ;
ep. p. 80, B 1. -
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BOOK I. 54. 1=55. 1

lands should not vise in revelt. He therefore showed
kindnesses to everyome by all means at hiz disposal,
winnfng; over some by presents of money, others by
gifts of land, and others by remission of penalties,
and the entive people he attached to himself by his
friendly inteveourse and kindly ways; for he =et fres
unharmed everyone who was held for some crime
against the king and cancelled the obligations of
those who were in prison for debt, there being a great
multitude in the gaols. And dividing the entire
land into thicky-six parts which the Egyptians eall
nomes, he sek over each a nomarch, who should
superintend  the collection of _the royal revenues
and administer all the affuirs of his division. He
then chose out the stongest of the men and formed
an army worthy of the greatness of his undertaking ;
for he enlisted six hundred theusand foot-soldiers,
twenty-four thousand cavalry, and twenty-seven
thousand war chariots, In command of the several
divisions of his troops he set his companions, whe were
by this time inured to warfare, had steived after a
reputation for valour from their youth, and cherished
with a brotherly love both their king and one another,
the number of them being over seventeen hundred.
And upon all these commanders he bestowed allot-
ments of the best land in Egypt, in arder that, enjoy-
ing sufficient income and lacking nothing, they mfggt
sedulously practise the art of war,

5. After he had made ready his army he marched
fivst of all against the Ethiopians who dwell south of
Egypt, and after conquering them he forced that
people to pay a tribute in cbony, gold and the

U rebrer alter xal deloted by Dindorf. '
191



2

L=

=3

DIODORUS OF SICILY

Seddvrar rTols ddorrasr. Evar ev udv Ty
‘Bpvlpar Oirartrar dméorale otilov vedw
reTpacorioy, wpdres rdy dyywpior parphd oiddy
VAT T AREVoT, K@l Ty TE Mijoovs Tas er Toby
Tomwol KaTeRToATO Kal THT Ywelpov Th Taps
Pararrar pépy xatecTodyrato péxp i Tebueise
abrés 8¢ pera vis Swwdpews weli Ty wopeiav
womadperos xaTioTpéfrate wacar T 'Aciav,
ol pdvor gap THY torepor vm AhefdvBpov Toi
Maxebdvos rataxtyfelrar yapav émijhler, aiii
kal rwa Tow fvdy by decivos oo wapiPaier els
Tip yupar.  xab yap Tov Ddyyne morausy 8ié8y
kat v lvfeny érijife Tdcar fws dwcaved rxal
ra rav Zevfav vy péyepe Tavdilor worauod
ol “Sioplbovras Ty dpemyy dwd s 'Aclag
dre B dac rdr Avyvrrioe Tinis carahedfivras
wﬂjpi v Mawdrr AMprqy sverijeacfar 16 v
Koxywv &fvog.  d7e 8¢ Tobiro 7o yévos Alyvmria-
Kby )éu"ﬂ: onueior clvar 7o wepiréuvesfar Tolg
avfpamovs mapaminoios Tols kat Alyvrrow,
dtapévorros Tol woplmov wapi 7Toiv awoirois,
kabdmep kal mapa Taly "Tovlaios,

‘Ouolws 8¢ wal 7oy Aowrip 'Aeciav dracav
vmijkoor dwosjoare xai rov Kuehdboy wiowy
ras whelovs. Safas § els mhw Rlpdwme kal
Siebrw dmacav vhy Opdenw dxwllvevaer dmo-
Bakelv viv Sdeapn S owdow Tpodiis  ral
Tomer Svoywplas, Swmep Bpia Tic orpareias
womodusvos év T Opdey, smilac kateoxedarer
v moldols Téwois ThY U alTob kararTy@évTow
aliras 8¢ wip émvypadny elyov Alyrrion ypdu-

192



BOOK L. 55, 1=

tusks of elephants. Then he sent out a fleet of
four hundred ships into the Red Sea being the
fiest Bgyptian to build warships, and not enly toak
possession of the islands in those waters, but also
subdned the coast of the mainland as far as India,
while he himself made his way by land with his army
and subdued all Asia. Not only did he, in fact, visik
the tervitory which was afterwards won by Alexander
of Maccdon, but alse certain peoples into whose
country Alexander did not eross. For he even
passed over the river Ganges and visited all of India
as far as the ocean, as well as the tribes of the
Seythinns as far as the viver Tanais, which divides
HMurope from Asia; and it was at this time, they say,
that some of the Bgyplians, having been left behind
near the Lake Maeotis, founded the nation of the
Colehi.* And the proof which they offer of the
Egyptian origin of this nation is the fact that the
Colehi practise civewmeision even as the Egyptians
do, the custom eontinuing among the eolonists sent
out from Egypt as it also did in the case of the Jews,

In the same way he brought all the rest of Asia into
subjection as well as most of the Cyelades islands.
And after he had erossed into Europe and was on his
way through the whole length of Thrace he nearly
lost hiz army through lack of food and the diffienlt
nature of the land.  Consequently he fixed the limits
of his expedition in Thrace, and set up stelac in many
parts of the regions which he had a.a&;:ired; and
these earried the following inscription in the Egyptian

1 Not the present Wed Sca, bub the Persian Gulf.

£ The Tanals river and tho Lake Macotis are the Don and
the Sen of Arof respoctively, bub the country of the Colehi
in genorally placed in the Cancasus. .
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Senvsret LIL of the Twelfth Dynpasty, who iz often identifled
with the Sesotais of Diodorus, and observes that ita languags,
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BOOK I._s5 7-12

writing which iz called “ saered ": “ This land the
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Sesoiisis, subdned
with his own arms.”  And he fushioned the stele with
a representation, in ease the enemy people were war-
like, of the privy parts of a man, but in ease they were
abject and cowardly, of those of a woman, haldin
that the quality of the spirit of cach people would be
set forth most elearly to suecceding generations by
the dominant member of the body! And in some
places he also crected a stone statue of limself, avmed
with bow and arrows and a spear, in height four eubits
and four palms, which was indeed his own stature.?
He dealk gently with all eonguered peaples and, after
eoncluding his eampaign in nine years, eommanded
the nations to bring presents cach year to Egypt
according to their ability, while he himself, assembling
a multitude of captives which has never been sur-
passed and a mass of other booty, returned to his
country, having accomplished the greatest deeds of
any king of Pgypt to his day. All the temples of

t, moreaver, he adorned with notshle votive
offerings and spoils, and honoured with gifts accord-
ing to his merits every soldier whe had distinguished
himself for bravery. And in general, as a result of
this eampaign not only did the army, which had
bravely shared in the deeds of the king and had
gnﬂu:m:l great wealth, make a hri“iant%;mncwar&
journey, but it also came to pass that all Egypt was
filled to overflowing with benefits of every kind.
unifque in this period for its scorn of the conquered negroes,
i strikingly reminiscent of the stelne deseribed in this passage
and by Herodotos 2. 102,

* About seven feet; ¢p. the bed of Og, king of Bashan
{Dent. 3. 11), which was nine eubits long andYonr wide; “is
it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon ™' -
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fi6. Sesofisis now relieved his peaples of the labours
of war and granted to the comrades who had bravely
shared in his deeds o care-free life in the enjoyment
of the good things which they had won, while he
himself, being ambitious for glory and intent upon
cverlasting fame, econstructed works which were
great and marvellous in their conception as well as
in the lavishness with which their eost was provided,
winning in this way immortal glory for himself
and for the Fgyptians seeurity combined with ease
for all time.  For heginning with the pods first, he
Ll in each eity of Kgypt o temple to the god who
was held in special reverence by its inhabilants?
On these labours he used no Fgyptians, but eon-
structed them all by the hands of his eaplives alone ;
and for this reason he placed an inscription on every
temple to the effect that no native hed toiled upon
it. And it is said that the ecaptives brought from
Babylonia revolted from the king, being unable to
endure the hardships entailed by his works; and
they, seizing a strong position on the bahks of the
river, maintained a warfare against the Fgyptians
and ravaged the neighbouring territory, but finally,
on being granted an amnesty, they established a
colony on the spot, which they also named Babylon
after their native land. For a similar reason, the
say, the eity of Troy likewise, which even to this
day exists on the hank of the Nile, received its name 1 2
for Menelaus, on his voyage from Ilium with a great

name, in perpetunling which the king stopped of no descorn-
tion or destruction of the ancient monuments of the country ™
{J. H. Brosated, History of Egyppt, p. 443).
* Btrabo (17. 1. 34) mentions o village of thi? name near the
pyramids. .
197



=13

DIODORUS OF SICILY

ﬂnu.&ﬂ 4pr.mln':lrmu am.pa,ﬁalew els Afywrrov,
-rnw Be Tpm;r mmafmwmv auTod tﬂ.fﬂlaﬁwﬂm
TG TOwOY Kai E:mrnlﬁmpm péype drov auy-

mpnﬂem‘:;:: a.f-rm.r; 'I")ﬁ" aa:ﬁa?'..uaf fxTigar Tk,
gfy OV LOY aUToUs Todjoal TH TaTpit. obee
ayvod 8 b wepl TaY elpyuivar worewr Kryoias
o Kvifios Siadopws mr&pua'ﬁ dijoas Tor gerd
'Zepr.,nup.r.ﬁag ﬂapaﬁa?ﬁ.ml'rmu ety Alywmrdv rwas
dxTinévat *rm.rmq. dard Ty i8imy wmrrp;ﬁw:«
fepévovs Top wposryoplar. wepl 8¢ Todrev To
pi‘u dinfes éxfecfar pera axpSeias ol lﬁa‘iﬁmv,
7o & dvaypadis &E:.Eh:rm Tk dia M‘;IDU{.!.GM -rmpa.
Tois a'uwpa¢w:m.- mm.qr.tamu. brras drcpatos %
'ri'pi Tis ahnfeias kpioes dmohsimyTar Toiy dva-
YLV ROUT LY.

57. "0 & ol Zecbwars yopara moddd wal
peyiha Katackevdoas Tas wokews els Tabra
perThkioer, boal uy duowds To eﬁaqﬁar; e"ruqrxamy
éqrijpp,&ny !xnua'm, dmwas katie Tdg rl-:ppmuret.q
Toll woTapol xaraduyds Eywaw dewllvovs of Te
m-ﬁpw-;;rw. mal -r&. T} xa-r&. saoay B¢ THv
xwlpm- THr @ I"r'Iﬁ,u,r,’:Ewi‘ émi aharTay wpu.Ee
TUKVES fK mu ToTauol Emzpvxar;, fra 'r&,*; p‘.!'t-'
guykopbas Thy KapTdy ToLDVTaL CUVToNES Kal
padiws, Tals 8¢ mpds dAMjhovs Tav Aady éme-
pe.Em:tr K@l wag: 'rms' Tomows Umdpyxy pacTowm
am'.l m‘awmv TEY mpos dTOAEVELY TOAAY Eajm'lem'
-ra e ;.w;,rm'rmr, r.rrsoée Tis Thw u'ru.\.e‘uimy ¢uﬁow
uxupuu retl 3ua€pﬁahu E'rrnugcre THY xwpa,p-
TV yip 'rrpa ToU ypover 7 KpatioTy THS Adyi-

198




BOOK 1. 56. 4-57. 3

numiber of eaptives, erossed over into Egypt; and
the Trojans, revolting from him, seized a certuin
place and maintained a warfare until he granted
them safcty and frecdom, whereupon they founded
a city, to which they gave the name of their native
land, 1 am not unaware that regarding the citics
named above Ctesias of Cnidus has given a different
aceount, saying that some of those who had come
inte Bgypt with Scmiramiz founded them, ealling
them after their native lands.  But on such matters
as these ik is nob easy to set forth the preeise truth,
and yeb the disagreements ameong histerians must
be conzidered worthy of record, in order that the
reader may be able to decide upon the truth without
prejudiee, .

67. Now Sesofisis threw up many great mounds
of earth and moved to them such cities as happened
to be situated on ground that was not naturally
elevated, in order that at the time of the flooding
of the river both the fnhabitants and their herds
might have a safe place of retreat.  And® over the
entire land from Memphis to the sea he dug frequent
canals leading from the river, his purpose being that
the people might earry out the harvesting of their
erops quickly and easily, and that, through the con-
stant intercourse of the peasants with one another,
every district might enjoy beth an easy livelihood
and a great abundanee of all things which minister
to man's enjoyment. The greatest result of this
work, howaver, was that he made the eountry secure
and diffieult of access against attacks by enemies;
for practically all the best part of Bgypt, which

! This eampaign of Semiramis is described in Book 2. 14;
on Ctesing ep. the Introduction, pp. xxvif,
199
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BOOK L 57. 3-6

befare this time had been easy of passape for horses
and carts, has from that time on been very difficult
for an enemy to invade by reason of the great
number of eanals leading from the river, He also
fortified with a wall the side of Egypt which faces
gast, as a defence against inroads from Syrin and
Arabia; the wall extended through the desert from
Pelusium to Hleliopolis, and its length was some
fifteen hundred stades. Moreover, he alse built a
ship of cedar wood, which waz twe hundred and
c:ig}i’:t}r cubits long and plated on the exterior with
gold and on the interior with silver., This ship he

esented as a votive offering to the god who is

elid in speeial reverence in ‘Thebes, as well as two
obelisks of hard stone one hundred and twenty
cubits high, upon which he inscribed the magnitude
of his army, the multitude of his revenues, and the
number of the peoples he had subdued; alse in
Memphis in the temples of Hephaestus he dedicated
monolithic statues of himself and of his wife, thirty
cobits high and of his sons, twenty aibits high,
the oeeasion of their erection being as follows. &n
Sesadisis had returned to Egypt after his great cam-
paign and was tarcying at Pelusium, his brother,
who was entertaining Sesofsis and his wife and
childrven, plotted against them; for when they had
fallen asleep after the drinking he piled great
quantities of dry rushes, which he had kept in readi-
ness for some time, around the tent in the night and

! Tha aceount thmm%h horo of Seacdais closely follows that
given by Horodolus 2. 102 1, Nenr Memnphis are two coloasi
of Ramsees II, the larger of which was about forty-two feet
high, approximatel e thirty eubits of Disdoros and of
Herodotus 2. 110 (Baedeber's Lgypt, p. 141} .
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BOOK 1. 57. 6-58. 3

set them afire.  When the fire suddenly blazed up,
those who had been assigned to wait upon the king
came o his aid in o churlish fashion, as would men
heavy with wine, but Scsofisis, raising both hands to
the heavens with a pmé,]rcrtn the gods for the preserva-
tion of his children and wife, dashed out safe through
the flames.  For this unexpeeted escape he honoured
the rest of the gods with votive offerings, as stated
above, and Hephaestus most of all, on the ground
that it was by his intervention that he had been saved.,
58. Although many great decels have been evedited
to Scsoisis, his magnificenee scems best to have been
shown in the treatment which he aeccorded to the
foreign potentates when he went forth from his
gpalace. The kings whom he had allowed to con-
tinue their rule over the peoples which he had
subdued and all athers who had received from him
the most important positions of command would
present themselves in Hgypt at specified times,
bringing him gifts, and the king would weleome
them and in all other matters show them hohour and
special preferment; but whenever he intended to
visit a temple or city he would remove the horses
from his four-horse chariot and in their place yoke
the kings and other potentates, taking them four at
a time, in this way showing to all men, as he thought,
that, having concquerad the mightiest of other kings
and thoze most renowned for their excellence, he
now had no one who could compete with him for
the prize of excellence, This king is thought to
have surpassed all former rulers in power and military
exploits, and also in the magnitude and number of
the votive offerings and public works which he built
in Egypt. And after a reign of thirty-thice years
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he deliberately took his awn life, his eyesight having
failed him ! and thiz nck won for him the admiration
not only of the priests of Egypt but of the other
inhabitants as well, for it was thought that he had
caused the end of his life to comport with the loftiness
of spirit shown in his achievements.

So great beeame the fame of this king and so
enduring through the ages that when, many gencra-
tions lnter, Bgypt fell under the power of the Persians
and Davius, the father of Xerves, was bent upon
placing a statue of himself in Memphis before that
of Scsniisis, the chief pricst opposed it in a speech
which he made in an assembly of the priests, to the
effeet that Davius had not yet surpassed the deeds
of Sesadisis; and the king was far from heing angered,
but, on the contrary, being pleased at his frankness
of speech, said that he would strive not to be found
behind that ruler in any point when he had attained
his years, and asked them to base their judgment
?:n the deeds of each at the same ‘age, for that was

e faivest test of their excellence.

As regords Sesoiisis, then, we shall rest content
with what has been said.

50. But his son, suceceding to the throme and
assuming his father's appellation, did not accom-
plish o single thing in war or otherwise worthy of
mention, though he did have a singular experiencel
He lost his sight, efther because he shared in his
father's bodily constitution or, as some fictitiously
relate, because of his impicty towards the river,
since onee when canght in & storm wpon it he had

1 Lhe Fvllomn% folk story, with some wrmtlunu. is given
in Herodotus 2, 1

U g s Dindoefs wpb vis ot
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hurled a spear into the rushing current.  Toreed by
this ill fortune to turn to the gods for aid, he strove
vver a long period (o propitiate the deity by numer-
ous sacrifices and howvurs, but received no con-
sideration. But in the tenth year. an  oracular
eommand was miven to him to do honour to the grod
in Heliopolis and bathe his face in the urine of a
woman who had never known any other man than
her hushand.  Thereupon he began with his own
wife and then made teial of many, but found not one
that was chaste save a ecrbain gardener’s  wife,
whom he marricd s soon as he was recovered,  All
the ather wonsen Le burned alive in acerkain village to
which the Leyplians heeause of this ineident gave the
name Holy Field ; and to the god in Heliopolis, out of
gratitude for his benefaction, he dedieated, in accord-
anee with the injunetion of the oracle, two monolithie
obelisks,! eight eubits wide and onc hundred high.

Gih. After this king a long line of suceessors on
the throne accomplished no deed worth recording.
But Amasis, who became king many generations
later, ruled the masses of the |!£:up{'. with great soo-sm
harshness; many he punished unjustly, great num- ™%
bers he deprived of their possessions, and towards
all his conduct was without excﬁ{:tion eontemptuons
and arcogant., Now for a time his vietims bore up
under this, being unable in any way to protect
‘themselves against those of greater power ; but when
Actisanes,® the king of the Fthispians, led an army
against Amasis, their hatred seized the opportunity

Leforo the Lateran, 8 100 feet high; the 150 fect of Diodorus

geoms o litile too big,

2 A, Wiedemann (g.rlﬂ.rpfiac.&c Geschichte, p. 582, n. 1) thinla
that Actisunes is no more than a double of the Ethiopian
Bnbaco of chap. 65,
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BOOK I. 6o, 2-g

and most of the Bgyplinns revolted. As a conse-
quence, since he was casily overcome, Bgypt fell
under the rule of the Ethiopians. But Actisanes
earried his pood fortune as o man should and eon-
ducted himself in a kindly manner towards his
subjects.  For instanee, he {1:11:] his own manuer of
dealing with thieves, neither putting to death such
as were liable to that punishment, nor letting them
go with no punishment at all; for after he had
gathered together out of the whole land those who
were chavged with some erime and had held o
thoroughly faiv examination of their cases, he took
all who had been judged guilty, and, cutting off
their noses, seltled them in a colony on the edge
of the deseet, founding the eity which was called
Rhinocolura * after the lot of its inhabitants.

This eity, which lies on the border between Egypt
and Syria not far from the sea-const, is wanting in
practically everything which is necessary for maon's
existence 3 for it is surrounded by land which is full
of brine, while within the walls there is But a small
supply of water from wells, and this is impure and
very bitter to the taste. But he settled them in
this eountry in order that, in case they continued to
practise their original manner of life, the ieht
not prey upon innoeent people, and also that
might not pass unrecognized as they mingled mﬁ:
the rest of mankind, And yet, despite the fact
that they had been east out into a desert country
which lacked practically every useful thing, th
contrived a way of living approprinte to the dum:}:
about them, since nature forced them to devise

L .. Nose-glipped. .
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every possible means to combat their destitution.
Yor instance, by cutting down reeds in the neighbour-
hood and splitting them, they made long nets, which
they set up along the beach for a distance of many
stn&’cs and hunted quails; for these are driven in
large coveys from the open sca, and in hunting them
they eanght a sufficient number to provide themselves
with food,

61, After the death of this king the Fgyptians
regained the eontrol of their government and placed
on the throne a native king, Mendes, whom some eall
Marrus.  So far as war is eomeerned this ruler did not
accomplish anything at all, but he did build himself a
tomb known as the Labyrinth which was not so
remarkahle for its size ns it was impossible to imitate
in respoet to ils ingenious design; for o man who
enters it cannot easily find his way out, unless he gels
a guide who is thoreughly acquainted with the
structure,  And some say that Daedalus, visiting
Fgypt and admiring the skill shown in the building,
alén constructed for Minos, the king of Crete, a
labyrinth like the one in Egypt, in which was kept, as
the myth relates, the beast called Minotaur. How-
ever, the labyrinth in Crete has entively disappeared,
whether it be that some ruler razed it to the ground
or that time effaced the work, but the one in Bgypt
has stood intact in its entire structuve down to our
lifetime.

2. After the death of this king there were no
rulers for five generations, and then a man of obscure

t This hoilding is described in ohep. &6, The classical
anthors did not agres on the name of its builder and the
Mendes or Marrus of Diodorus is otherwiss argdrd;r unknown
fep. A, Wiclemuan, Agyptische Geschichie, p. 258).

-
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origin was chosen king, whom the Egyptians call
Cetes, but who among the Greeks is & ought to be
that Proteus ! who lived at the time of the war about
Tlium. Some tradition records that this Proteus was
experienced in the knowledge of the winds and that
he would change his body, sometimes into the form
of different animals, sometimes into a tree or fire or
something else, and it so happens that the account
which the privsts give of Uotes is in agreement with
that tradition. For, according to the priests, from
the close assoeiation which the king constantly main-
gained with the astrologers, he had gained experience
in sueh matters, and from a eustom which has been
passed down umnong the kings of Faypt has avisen the
myths current among the Gireeks about the way
Proteus changed his shape.  For it was a practice
among the rulers of Egypt to wear upon tleir heads
the forepart of o Hon, or bull, or snalke as symbols of
their rule; at times also trecs or fire, and in some
cases they even carried on their heads large bunehes
of fragrant herbs for incense, these last*scrving to
ephance their comeliness and at the same time to fill
all other men with fear and religious awe.?

On the death of Proteus his son Remphis? suc-
ceeded to the throne. This ruler spent his whold
life Jooking after the revenues and amassing riches
from every source, and because of his niggardly and
miserly cimmcter spent nothing  cither on votive
offerings to the gods or on benefactions to the inhabi-

2 On some of these insignia ep. J. H. Bronsted, Hislory of
Egypt, po 38; tho snake wos the symbol of Lhe Northrrn

ingdom, the smered wraos.

3 Jynacs 111, the Ihompsinitug in conneetlon with whom
Herodotus (2. 121) recounts the fammous tale of the thieves.
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tants, Consequently, since he had been not so much
a king as only an efficient steward, in the place of a
fame based upon vivtue he left a treasure larger than
that of any king hefore him ; for according to tradi-
tion he amassed some four hundred thousand talents
of silver and gold.

63. After Itemphis died, kings succceded to the
throne for seven penerations who were confirmed
slugrards and devoted only to indulgence and
lusury. Conscquently, in the priestly records, no
costly building of theirs nor any deed worthy of
historical reeord is handed down in eonneetion with
them, cxeept in the case of one ruler, Nileus, from
whom the river eame to be named the Nile, though
formerly called Acgyptus. This ruler eonstructed
a very great number of canals at opportune places
and in many ways showed himself eager to inerease
the usefulness of the Nile, and therefore became the
cause of the present appellation of the river.

The eighth king, Chemmis® of Memphis, ruled
fifty years and eonstructed the largest o sthe three
pyramids, which are numbered among the seven
wonders of the world. These pyramids, which are
situated on the side of Egypt which is towards Libya,
are on¢ hundred and twenty stades from Memphis
and forty-five from the Nile, and by the immensity
of their structures and the skill shown in their exceu-
tion they fill the beholder with wonder and astonish-
ment. lgur the largest is in the form of a square and

1 Chemmis is the Cheops of Hersdetus (2. 124}, the Khufu
of the monuments. Diodorus mokes the same mistuke as
Herodotns in putting the pyramid-builders of the Fourth
Dynasty (e $000 n.c.) after Romses IIT of the Twentieth
Uiynaaty (6. 1200 B.2.), '
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rou wpayparelas. ol piy kal TdAnfés oltws
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has o base length on each side of seven plethra and a
height of over six plethra; it alse gradually tapers
to the top, where cach side is six cubits long.!  The
entire constraction is of hard stone, which is diffieult
to work but lasts for ever; for thongh no fewer than
a thousand years have elapsed, as they say, to our
lifatime, or, as some writers have it, more than three
thousand four hundred, the stones remain to this day
still preserving their oviginal position and the entire
structure undecayed. It is said that the stone was
conveyed over a great distanee from Arabia ® and
that the construction was effeeted by means of
meumds, sinee eranes had not yet been invented at
that time; and the most remarkable thing in tho
aceount is that, thourh the constructions were on
such a great seale and the country round about them
consists of nothing but sand, not a trace remaing
cither of any mound or of the dressing of the stones,
so that they do not have the appearanee of heing the
slow handiwork of men but lovk like a sudden crea-
tion, as though they had been made by sonle god and
sct down bodily in the suwrrounding sand. Certain

ptians would make a marvel out of these things,
saying that, inasmuch as the mounds were built of
salt and saltpetre, when the river was let in it melted
them down and completely effaced them without the
intervention of man's hand. However, there is not a

! Including the fecing, which hna now almost entirel
disappeared, the Great Pyramid was originally about
foat broad on the base and 482 foct high,

 Tho term ** Arabian" aleo designated the region lyin
between the Nile and the Ted Sen, vy in Herodolus (2, 8) oo
Stmbao (17, 1. 34).  Apperently all the materal for the Great
Pyramidl came from the immediste neighbourbood  {ap.
Bagdeker's fgypt, pp. 124=G). .
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BOOK I 63. y-64. 5

word of truth in this, but the entire material for the
mounds, raised as they were by the labour of many
hands, was returned by the same means to the place
from which it came; for three hundred and sixty
thousand men, as they say, were employed on the
undertaking, and the whole structure wos scarcely
completed in twenty years?

G4. Upon the death of this king his brother
Cephren ® succeeded to the throne and ruled fifty-
six years ; but some say that it was not the brother
of Chemmis, bub his son, named Chabryes, who took
the throne. Al writers, however, agree that ik was
the next roler who, emulating the example of his
predeccssor, built the second pyramid, which was the
equal of the one just mentioned in the skill displayed
in its exeention but far behind it in =ize, sinee its base
length on each side is only a stade.®  And an inserip-
tion on the larger pyramid gives the sum of money
expended on it, since the writing sets forth that on
vegetables and purgatives for the warkmen therve wers
paid out over sixteen hundred talents.  The smaller
bears no inseription but has steps cut into one side.
And though the two kings built the pyramids to
serve as their tombs, in the event neither of them was
buried in them ; for the multitudes, becanse of the
hardships which they had endured in the building of
them and the many cruel and violent acts of these
kingz, were filled with anger against those who had
caused their sufferings and openly threatened to tear

! The classic deseription of the Loilding of the pyramids
ig in Hersdotws 2. 1245,

2 The Chephren of Herodotws (2. 127), Kbafre of the
monuments, ’

® j.¢. six plothra, while the formbr was saven. .

219



-

DIODORUS OF SICILY

Siacmwdoewy rai pel Ufpewms éxplfrery éx Thw
6 Tdpwy: Bed xal Tehevrar érdrepos éveteilaTo
Tois wpocixousy v dofup Towe ral hilpg
Benfrar To oipa.
Meta 8¢ rovrove dyéwero Sactheds Musepivas,
dy Tives Meqr%v_-epiwu ovopdalovew, vids dv Tob
7 woujwavres Ty wporépar wupapida. obres §
émiBaropevos Tpiry xatacxevalmw, wpoTepor
dredetTnoe walv 1} To wAr Epyor Aafelv quvré-
hetav, Tie pév yap Bdvews édorny wheupay
treoricaTo TAéfpey Toidv, Tovs 8 Tolyous dmi
by mevrenalbexa Souovs kareckelacey éx pélaves
MBov TH OnfBaix raparigalou, Té dé Aoumoy
avemAfpmaey éx AMbwy opolwy Tals dAMas TUpa-
§ piow. T¢ 8¢ peylfer hevmipevor TolTo To Epryov
Thv wpoepnuévey TH kaTd THY xetpnupq-fa.:- TEXVD
mord SrahhdrTer cal 7H 7ol Mfou melureleiar
drvybypamrar & kara Ty Bipeior alrijs mheupay
9 ¢ raragrevdoas abriy Muxepives. Tobrow 86
zun piotjcavra Thy Tév mwpefasthevediTay
pityra EnhGoar Glov émeed] xal wpag Tols
dpyopfvovs elepyeTindy, weal oty admdy auveyds
ke e waelw &' dv v pilioTa éxxalioaslag
iy T whsjfous wpds avTov elvolav, kal xaTa
Tos prpaTio pols avalis ety ypyudrmy mAfjbos,
Sibdvra Bwpeds Taw émicwdn Tois Soxolaw v
Tals kploers ui) katd TpoTwor aTalMATTER.
10 Eloi 8 cal d\ar rpels wupapides, dv éxdorn
wiv mhevpa maelprala tmdpyet, o 8 Elov Epyov
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BOOK I 64. 5-10

their bodies asunder and east them in despite ont of
the tombs, Conscquently cach ruler when dying
enjoined upon his kinsmen to bury his body secretly
in an unmarked place.t

After these rulers Myeerinus,® to whom some give
the name Mencherinns, a son of the builder of the
first pyramid, became king. He undertook the
construetion of a third pyramid, but died before the
entire strueture had been completed, The base
length of each side he made three ];I{‘.I'.hr:t, and for
fifteen eourses hie built the walls of black stone ? like
that found about Thebes, but the rest of it he filled
out with stone like that found in the ather pyramids.
In size this structure falls behind those mentioned
abave, but far surpasses them o the skill displayed
in its exeeution and the great cost of the stone; and
on the north side of the pyramid s an inseription
stating that its builder was Mycerinus. This ruler,
they say, out of indignation at the cruclty of his
predecessors aspired to live an honourable life and
one devoted to the welfare of his subjectd; and he
continually did many other things which might best
help to evoke the goodwill of the people towards
himself, and more especially, when he gave audiences,
he spent a great amount o manc?', giving presents to
such honest men as he thought had not fared in the
courts of law as they desexved.

There are also three mnrepgmmids. each of which
is one plethrum long on cach side and in general
grave from robbers,”” and other considerations ol show that
Eﬁ f;q?lm have been the case (op. Baedeker's Egyp, pp.

2 The Menkaure of the monumanta. .
3 The lower courses of the thind pyramid are of red granite,
the “ Ethiopian stone " of Harodotus 2. 134.
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1 e omitted by Vuelgate, Dekker, Dinaloet,

1 Ag regerds Rhodopis the theory of H. B, Hall (Journal of
Hellendic Studies, 24 {1004), pp. 208-13) is attrackive: The
Sphinx, thé cheels of which were tinted red. was enlled by the
(ireeks ** Rhodepis " (* rosy-chesked **), and erroneously sup-

to bo fomale. Later they took it to bo o porbamit of

the greatest Rhodopis they Jmew, the rosy-cheelel Dorichn
although Athenasus, 13. 5908, denics that her namo was
oricha), the famous courtesan of the Milesian colony of
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BOOK L G64. to—65. 1

eonstruetion is lilke the others save in size 3 and these
pyramids, they say, were built by the three kings
named above for their wives.

It is generally agreed that these monuments far
surpass all other constructions in Egypt, not only in
their massiveness and eost but also in the skill dis-
played by their builders. And they say that the
architeets of the monuments are more deserving of
admiration than the kings who furnished the means
for their exeeution; for in bringing their plans to
completion the former ealled upon their individual
souls and their zeal for honour, but the latteronly used
the wealth which they hud inherited and the grievous
toil of other men.  But with regard to the pyramids
there is no complete agreement among cither the
inhabitants of the eounlry or the historians; for
according to some the kings mentioned above were
their builders, according to others they were different
kings; for instance, it is said that Armacus built the
largest, Amosis the second, and Inaros the thivd.
And this last pyramid, some say, is the tonib of the
eourtesan Rhodopis, for some of the nomarchs?
became her lovers, as the account moes, and cut of
their passion for her carried the building through to
completion as a joint undertaking.

65. After the kings mentioned above Boechoris?

Wancratis in the Delts {cp. Herodotns 2. 1M ). The in-

fotustion for her of Sappho's brother Charnxus involied

SEFE}}D;S rebuke; op. Mdmonds, Egre (racea, I po 208
T

{ ® Tho %‘Q\I‘umﬂﬁl of the proviness (nemes) of Egypt.

3 (On Bocchorls cp. chaps. 79 and 04, His Egyplian name
was Bokenranef (e, T20—e. 712 ne.), the sccond of the two
kings of the Twenty-fourth Dynosty (ep. The Cambridge
Anctent History, 3. 270 £.). -
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¥ reroupediar Vulgate, Bekker, Dindarf.

E:hﬂuh;k:.kgfc. T12—e¢, T00 2.0.), the first king of the Twenty-
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BOOK I 65. 1—7

succeeded Lo the throne, a man who was altogether
contemptible In personal appearance but in sagacity
fur surpassed all former kings, Much later Fgypt
was riled by Sabaco,! who was by birth an Ethiopian
and yet in picty and uprightness far surpassed his
redecessors, A proof of his goodness may be found
in his abolition of the severest one of the customary
penalties (I refer to the taking of life); for instead
of executing the condemned he put them in chains at
foreed Inbour for the cities, and by their serviees
constructed many dykes and dug out not a fow well-
placed eanals; for he held that in this way he had
veduced for those who were being chastised the
geverity of their punishment, while for the eities he
had procured, in exchange for uscless penalties,
something of great utility. And the excessivencss
of his picty may be inferred from a vision which he
had in o dream and his consequent abdieation of the
throne. For he thought that the god of Thebes
told him while he slept that he would not be able to
reign over gypt in happiness or for any great length
of time, unless he should cut the bodies of all the
priests in twain and accompanied by his retinue pass
through the very midst of them.? And when this
dream came again and again, he summoned the
priests from all over the land and told them that by
his presence in the country he was offending the god ;
2 This story is reminiscent of tho belief :]:]n:.‘t one may be
presarved from harm by sing between the poarts of a
gaorificed animal ; op, Feneais, 16, 10, 17 ; Jeremiah, 3d. 1519,
and the account in Herodotus (7. 39) of the son of Pythius,
whose body was eut in twe and one half seb on the right side
of the road and the other on the left, that the Persian army
might pass hetween them om it way to the conguest of
(irerce.
: | 235
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BOOK I. 65 7-66. 3

for were that not the case such a command would
not be given to him in his sleep. And so he wonld
rather, he continued, departing pure af all defilement
from the land, deliver his life to destiny than offend
the Lord, stain his own life by an impious slaughter,
and reign over ]_".%i;pt. And'in the end he retwrned
g'u.ll. kingdom to the Egyptians and retived again to
Lthiopia.

6. PThcn-. being no head of the government in
Egypt for two years, and the masses betaking them-
selves to tumults and the killing of onc another,
the twelve most important leaders formed a solemn
league among themselves, and after they had met
together for counsel in Memphis and had drawn u
agreements setting forth their mutnal goodwill a
loyalty they proclaimed themselves kings, After
they had rilﬁmcd in accordance with their oaths and
promises and had maintained their mutnal concord
for a peried of fifteen years, they set about to con-
struct o common tornb for themselves, their thought
being that, just as in their lifetime they had cherished
a cordial regard for one another and e;.]:g'ed equal
honours, so also after their death their bodies would
all rest in one place and the memorial which they had
erected would hold in one embrace the glory of those
buried within, Being full of zeal for this undertaking
they eagerly strove to surpass all preceding rulers in
the magnitude of their structure. For selecting a
site at the entrance to Lake Moeris in Libya* they
constructed their tomb of the finest stone, and they
made it in form a square but in magnitude a stade in
length on each side; and in the carvings and, indeed,
in all the workmanship they left nothing wherein

1 {.e on the west side of the Nile. *
227
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succeeding rulers conld exeel them! For as a man
passed thrangh the enclosing wall he found himself
in a eourt surrounded by eolumns, farty on each side,
and the roof of the court consisted of a single stone,
which was worked into coffers® and adorned with
excellent paintings, This court also contained
memorials of the native district of cach king and of the
temples and sacrificial rites therein, artistieally por-
trayed in most beautiful paintings.  And in general,
the kings are said to have made the plan of their
tomb on such an expensive and enormous scale that,
had they not died before the execution of their
purpose, they would have left no possibility for others
to surpass them, so far as the construction of monu-
ments is esneerned,

After these kings had reigned over Egypt for
fifteen years it came to that the soversignty
devolved upon one man for the following reasons.

Psammetichus of Sais, who was one of twelve v6k-40

kings and in charge of the regions lying along the
sea, furnished wares for all mmhants}lm%‘ espe%ia]ly
for the Phoenicians and the Greeks; and sinece in
this manner he disposed of the products of his own
distriet at a profit and exchanged them for those of
other peoples, he was not only possessed of great
wealth but also enjoyed friendly relations with
peoples and rulers.  And this was the reason, th

say, why the other kings becarne envious and open

war against him. Some of the early historians?
however, tell this faneiful story: The generals had

Twellth Dynesty (op, The Combridge Ancient History, L.

a08; J. H.Jiirmgtjdfp. 164} Sk S
2 fe ornsmental panels wore decply reccssed in the stone,
“Thcmuntilgﬂfnb:rl[uﬂdnluﬂ.lm A oy
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Udtersuchung der Quelfenbenutrung bei Diodor, p. 20,

i femBopdwovy Dindorf : dwefoudvous,

" e ‘."ugol‘-: pie yap Vulpate, BDakker ¢ piv ofe Dindorf,

230



BOOK L 66. to—67. 1

received an oracle to the effeet that the first one of
their number to pour a libation from a bronze howl
to the god in Memphis should rule over all Egypt,
and when one of the priests brought out of the temple
eleven ' golden bowls, Psammetichus took off his
helmet and poured the libation from it. Now his
colleagues, although suspecting his aet, were not yet
ready to put him to death, but drove him instead
from public life, with orders that he should spend his
days in the marshes along the sen. Whether they
fell out for this reason or beeause of the envy which,
as mentioned above, they felt towards him, at any
rate Psammetichus, ealling mercenavies from Caria
and Ionin, overeame the others in a pitched battle
near the eity ealled Momemphis, and of the kings
who opposed him some were slain in the battle and
somea were driven out into Libya and were no langer
able to dispute with him for the throne.

67. After DPsammetichus had  established his
authority over the entire kingdom he built for the
god in Memphis the east propylen and the enclosure
about the temple, supporting it with eolossi? twelve
cubits high in place of pillars; and among the
mercenaries he distributed notable gifts over and
above their promised pay, gave them the region
called The Camps to dwell in, and apportioned to
them much land in the region lying o little up the
river from the Pelusiac mouth; they being subse-
quently removed thenee by Amasis, whe reigned

1 ANl former editors retain the reading " twelve ™" of the
MES, : but tho parellel aeconnt in Herodotua gives the nomber
a8 " eloven,' thus furnishing the oconsion for the use of his
helmet by Punmmetichus.

2 Here are meant square pillurs with an atgnched siatue
in front; ep. p. 167, 0. 3. .
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BOOK I 67. 1~7

many years later, and settled by him in Memphis.!
And since Psammetichus had established his rule
with the aid of the mercenavies, he henceforth
entrusted these before others with the administea-
tion of his empire and regularly maintained large
memenmg forces. Onee in conneetion with a cam-
paign in Syria, when he wes giving the mercenaries
a more honourable place in his erder of battle by
putting them on the right wing and showing the
native tmn}im less honour by assigning them the
positionon the left wing of the phalanx, the Egyptians,
angered by this slight and being over two hundred
thousand strong, revelted and set out for Bthiopia,
having determined to win for themselves a country
of their own. The king at first sent some of his
generals to make excuse for the dishonour done to
them, but sinee no heed was paid to these he set out
in person after them by boat, accompanied by his
friends. And when they still continued their march
along the Nile and were about to cross the boundary
of Egypt, he besought them to change their purpose
and reminded them of their temples, their homeland,
and of their wives and children. But they, all erying
aloud and striking their spears against their shields,
deelared that so long as they had weapons in their
hands they would easily find homelands; and lifting
their garments and pointing to their genitals they
said that so long as they had those they would never
be in want either of wives or of children. After such
a display of high ecourage and of utter disdain for

Tell Defenneh on the Pelusiae arm of the Nile, now a canal.
The mercennrics were thus strategically placed at the Syvian
entrance into Egypt. .
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BOOK I 67. 7-68. 1

what among other men is regarded as of the greatest
consequence, they seized the best part of Ethiopia,
and after apgurtiuning much land among themselves
they made their home there2

Although Psammetichus was greatly prieved over
these things, he put in order the affairs of Egypt,
looked after the royal revenues, and then formed
alliances with both Athens and certain other Greek
states, He also regularly treated with kindness any
foreigners who sojourned in Egypt of their own free
will, and was so great an admirer of the Hellenes that
he gave his sons a Greek edueation; and, speaking
generally, he was the first Egyptian king to open to
other nations the trading-places throughout the rest®
of Fgypt and to offer a large mensure of security to
strangers from aeross the seas. Tor his predecessors
in power had consistently closed Egypt to strangers,
either killing or enslaving any who touched its shores,
Indeed, it was because of the objection to strangers
on the part of the people that the impiety of Busiris
became a byword among the Greeks, altheugh this
impiety was not actually such as it was deseribed,
but was made into a fictitions myth because of the
exceptional disrespect of the Egyptians for ordinary
customs.

68, Four penerations after Psammetichus, Apries ssesm
was king for twenty-twe years. He made & cam-
paign with strong land and sea forees against Cyprus

* This reading of the M33., which has disturbed some
editors, may properly be rotained. It is understood from the
beginning of the chapter that Psammetichos could allow
foreigners to trade only in the regiony of which le was governor,
Urpm beaoming king be extends that privilege over * the rest "
of Egypt. .
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BOOK L 68. 1-6

and Phoenicia, took Sidon by storm, and so terrified
the other citics of Phocnicia that he secured their
submission; he also defeated the Phoenicians: and
Cyprians in a great sea-battle and returned to Egypt
wig;: much booty. After this he sent a strong native
fusee against Cyrené and Bareé and, when the larger
part of it was lost, the survivors became estran
from him; for they feltthat he had organized the ex-
Eeditinn with a view to its destruction in order that
is rule over the rest of the Egyptians might he more
secure, and so they revolted,  The man sent by the
king to treat with them, one Am#sis, a prominent
tian, paid no attention to the orders given him to
effect a reconcilintion, but, on the contrary, inereased
their estrangement, joined their revolt, and was him-
self chosen E?:;-.l When a little later all the rest of
the native Egyptians also went over to Amasis, the
king was in such straits that he was forced to flee for
safety to the mercenaries, who numbered some thirty
thousand men. A pitched battle accordingly took
place near the village of Maria and the Bygyptians
Ermraile& in the struggle; Apries fell alive into the
ands of the enemy and was strangled to death, and
Amasis, arrangring the affnirs the kingdom in
whatever manner seemed to him best, ruled over the
Ligyptians in accordance with the laws and was held
in rreat favour. He also reduced the cities of Cyprus
ms're adorned many temples with noteworthy votive
offerings. After a reign of fifty-five years he ended
 Ampsis (Ahmose IT of the Twenty-sixth Dynasty) ed

G00—[26-5 B.c., the first threa years of his reign coineiding
with ibo lest three yoars of Apries.

* grpapyaniafels Dindork : ﬂpﬂ.mhﬁﬁ::r. .
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BOOK L 68. G-69. 6

his days at the time when Cambyses, the king of the
Persians, attacked Eg}-'g‘t, in the third year of the

Sixty-third Olympiad,
{amaring won the  stadion.” *

at in which Parmenides of

£9. Now that we have discussed sufficiently the
deeds of the kings of Egypt from the very earliest
times down to the death of Amasis, we shall record
the other events in their proper ehronological setting;
but at this point we shall give a summary account of
the eustoms of Egypt, both those which are especially
strange and those which ean be of most value to our
readers.  For many of the customs that obtained in
ancient days among the Lpyptians have not only
been accepted by the present inhabitants but have
aroused no little admiration ameng the Greeks; and
for that reason those men who have won the greatest
repute in intellectnal things have been eager to visit
Egypt in order to acquaint themselves with its laws
and institutions, which they considered to be worthy
of note. Tor despite the fact that for the reasons
mentioned above strangers found it difficdt in early
times to enter the munt:]y,it wasnevertheless eagerly

i

visited by Orpheus and ¢

¢ poet Homer in the earliest

times and in later times by many others, such as
Pythagoras of Samos and Solon the lawgiver.? Now
it iz maintained hy the Egyptians that it was they
who first discovered writing and the observation of
the stars, who also discovered the basic principles of
geometry and most of the arts, and established the
best laws. And the best proof of all this, they say,
lies in the fact that Egypt for more than four

L The famons foot-raoe at ﬂl;,-m}aia, (06} feet long.

* Op. for Orphoos, chap. 23, for

Pythagoras and Solon, chap, 98,

Homer, qohap. 12, for
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BOOK L 69. 6-70. 3

thousand seven hundred years was ruled over by kings
of whom the majority were native Egyptians, and
that the land was the most prosperous uptim whole
inhabited world; fir these things eould never have
been true of any people which did not enjoy most
excellent customs and laws and the institutions which
promote culture of every kind. Now as for the
stories invented by Herodotus and eertain writers on
Feyptian affaivs, who deliberately preferred to the
truth the telling of marvellous tales and the invention
of myths for the deleetation of their readers, these we
shall omit, and we shall set forth only what appears
in the written records of the priests of Rgypt and has
passed our careful scrutiny.

70. In the first place, then, the life which the kings
of the Egyptians lived was not like that of other men
who enjoy autoeratic power and do in all matters
exactly as they please without being held to aceount,
but a!f'thuir acts were regulated by prescriptions set
forth in laws, not only their administrative acts, but
also those that had to do with the way in which t]1§§
spent their time from day to day, and with the fo
which they ate. In the matter of their servants, for
instance, not one was a slave, such as had been
sequired by purchase or born in the home, but all
were sons of the most distinpuished priests, over
twenty years old and the best educated of their
fellow-countrymen, in order that the king, by virtue of
his having the noblest men to carve for his person and
to attend him throughout both day and night, might
follow no low practices; for no ruler advances far
along the road of evil unless he has those about him
who will minister to his passions. And the hours of
both the day and night were laid out according to a
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BOOK I 70. 3-8

plan, and at the specified hours it was absolutely
- required of the king that he should do what the laws
stipulated and not what he thought best. For
instance, in the morning, as soon as he was awake,
he first of all had to reccive the letters which had been
sent from all sides, the purpose being that he might
be able to despateh all administrative business and
perform every act properly, being thus aceurately
informed about everything that was being done
throughout his kingdom. Then, after he had bathed
and bedecked his body with vieh garments and the
insignin of his office, he had to saerifice to the gods,
When the vietims had been brought to the altar
it was the enstom for the high priest to stand near
the king, with the common people of Bgypt gathered
around, and pray in a loud voice that health and
all the other good things of life be given the kin
if-he maintains justice towards his subjeets. Anﬁ
an open confession had also to be made of each and
every virtue of the king, the priest saying that
towards the gods he was piously disposed and
towards men most kindly; for he was self-controlled
and just and magnanimous, truthful, and generous
with lhis possessions, and, in a word, superior to
every desire, and that he punished crimes less
severely than they deserved and rendered to his
benefactors a gratitude exceeding the benefaction.
And after reciting much more in a similar vein he
eoncluded his prayer with a curse concerning things
done in error, exempting the king from blame
therefor and asking that both the evil consequences
and the punishment should fall upon those who
served him and had taught him evil things. All
this he would db, partly to lead the king to fear
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BOOK I fo. 8=7y1. 1

the gods and live o life pleasing to them, and partly
to accustom him’ to a proper manner of conduct,
not by sharp admonitions, but through praises that
were arrecable and most condueive to virtue,  After
this, :ﬁlun the king had performed the divination
from the entrails of a calf and had found the omens
good, the sacred seribe read before the assembloge
from out of the sacred books some of the edifying
counscls and deeds of their most distinguished men,
in order that he who held the supreme leadershi
should first contemplate in his mind the most execl-
lent general principles and tlten turn to the pre-
seribed administration of the several functions.  For
there was a et time not only for his holding audicnces
or rendering judgments, but even for his taking a
walk, bathing, and sleeping withe his wife, and, in a
ward, for every aet of his life. And it was the
custom for the kings to partake of delicate food,
eating no other meat than veal and duck, and
drinking only a preseribed amount of wine, which
was not enough to make them unreasonsbly surfeited
or drunken. And, speaking generally, their whole
diet was ordered with such continence that it had
the appearance of having been drawn up, not by a
lawgiver, but by the most skilled of their physicians,
with only their health in view.

71. Strange as it may appear that the king did
not have the entire contral of hiz daily fare, far
more remarkable still was the fact that kings were
not allowed to render any legal deeision or transact
any business at random or to punish anyone through
malice or in anger or for any other unjust reason,

? udvwr Vogel @ udver Vulgate, Bekker, Dindorf. -
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but only in accordance with the established laws
relative to ecach -offence. And in following the
dictates of eustom in these matters, so far were they
from being indignant or taking offence in their souls,
that, on the contrary, they actually held that the
led a most happy life; for they believed that all
other men, in thoughtlessly following their natural
passions, commit many aects which bring shem
injuries and perils, and that oftentimes some who
realize that they are about to commit o sin neverthe-
less do base acts when overpowered by love or hatred
or some other passion, while they, on the other hand,
by wvirtue of their having cultivated o manner of
life which had been chosen before all athers by the
most prudent of all men, fell into the fewest mistakes.
And since the kings followed so righteous a course
in dealing with their subjeets, the people manifested
a goodwill towards their rulers which surpassed even
the affeetion they had for their own kinsmen; for
not only the order-of the priests but, in short, all
the inhabitants of Egypt were less concérned for
their wives and children and their other cherished
possessions than for the safety of their kings. Conse-
quently, during most of the time covered by the
reigns of the kings of whom we have a record, they
maintained an orderly civil government and con-
tinued to enjoy a most felicitous life, so long as the
system of laws deseribed was in foree; and, more
than that, they conquered more nations and achieved

reater wc'.altgll than any other people, and adorned
ﬁmir lands with monuments and buildings never to
be surpussed, and their cities with costly dedieations
of every deseription.

72. Agnin, the Fgyptian cevemonies” which fol.
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lowed upon the death of a king afforded no small
proof of the goodwill of the people towards their
rulers; for the fact that the honour which they
paid was to one who was insensible of it constituted
an authentic testimony to its sincerity. For when
any king dicd all the inhabitants of Egypt united in
mourning for him, rending their garments, closing
the temples, stopping the sacrifices, and eelebrating
no festivals for seventy-two days; and plastering
their heads with mnd and wrapping strips of linen
cloth below their breasts, women as well as men
went about in groups of two or three hundred, and
twice cach day, reciting the dirgeina rhythmie chant,
they sang the praises of the deceased, recalling his
virtnes; nor would they cat the flesh of any living
thing or food prepared from wheat, and they abstained
from wine ana luxury of any sort.  And no one would
ever have seen fit to make use of baths or unguents
or soft bedding, noy more, would not even have
dared to ihrlu?gc in sexual pleasures, but every
Egyptian gricved and mourned during thoss seventy-
two days as if it were his own beloved child that had
died. But during this interval they had made
splendid preparations for the burial, and on the last
day, placing the coffin containing the body before
the entrance to the tomb, they set up, as custom
preseribed, o tribunal to sit in judgment upon the
deeds done by the deceased during his life. And
when permission had been given to anyone who so
wished to lay complaint against him, the priests
praised all his noble deeds one after another, and

1 glye Bekher, Vogel: gépre A 1, Diselork,
249



DIODORUS OF SICILY

rip dxdopdr ouryypivas puptddes Tiv dylwp
dkovovoat cuvereudiuouy, & Tuyot kakis Sefi-

6 wxws, & o6t pif, Todvavriov éfopufSouvr. xal
morhoi tor Hacinder Sk Ty Tol wAgfous
dvavriwew dweotepilinoar Tis ‘éupavels xal
voulpov Tadfs 86 kal cvwéBawe Tolg Tiw
Baciwslar Sundeyopévovs uh pévor Sid Tas dpmi
pnbeizas alvias Starompayely, dAhad xal &ia Tov
¢ofov Tis pera Tiw Tehevriw émopdiys G8pews
7e Tob cwparoes xal Ahasdnuias ey dwavre Tov
aldva,

Téav wév obw wepl Tols dpyatovs Pacilels
voplpwy T péyiora Tair oTiv.

73, Ths Alytmrov 8& midons elv wheio pépy
Sippnuéems, dy ExacTov gata Tir EMqueene
Erdhewror oroudteret vopds, ' éxdoTe TérakTar
vopdpyns 6 THY dwdvrwy Exar émipfheudy Te kal

2 gpovriva. Thy B¢ ywpas amdons eis Tpin péom
impnpdigs T pdv wperny Exer pepida TO oU-
Frnpa fav iepéwy, peyloTns évrpomiy Tuyydrov
mapd Tols hp{mp:’.’aw e Te TV els Tovs eols
Smypbhetay xal Sid T TAeloTNy siveor Tous

3 dvlpas rodrovs éx mabeias elodépealar. dx B
TolTer Tar wpoodduy Tds Te Bucias dwdaas Tas
kar Alyvmwror cuerelolor cal Tols Umqpéras
Tpéovat xal Tals ldlaw ypelaws yopryyobowr
otrre pap Tas T Qedw Tepds worto Seiv dAhdTTEy,
GAN' Dmo Te Taw autdv del xal wapawAnoiws

1 Two instances of this are given in chop. 84

2 The Harris Papyros of the twellth eentury n.o. gives the
anly deflnite figures of the vast holdings of the temples,
They owned at that time about two per cent. of the population

.
250

o



BOOK I 72. 5-93- 3

the common people who had gathered in myriads
to the funeral, Esteni:§ to them, shouted their
approval if the king had led a worthy life, but if
he had not, they paized o clamour of protest, And
in fact many kin have been deprived of the public
purinl customarily aceorded them because of the
opposition of the people;? the result was, conses
q“cnt]]r, that the suecessive kings practized justice,
not merely for the reasons just mentioned, but also
bocause of their fear of the despite which would be
ghown their body after death and of cternal
ﬂlﬂm‘]u}f.

Of the eusboms, then, touching the caly kings
these are the most important.

79, And sinee Ngypt as a whole is divided into
several parts which in {ireek are called nomes, over
each of these o nomareh is appointed who is eharged
with both the oversight and care of all itz affairs.
Furthermore, the entire country is divided into
three parts, the first of which is held by the arder
of the priests, which is acearded the greatesh vencra-
tomn !:?r the inhabitants both beeause these men
have charge of the worship of the gods and beeause
by virtue of their education they bring to bear a
higher intelligence than others. With the income
from these holdings # of land they perform all the
sacrifices throughout Egypt, maintain their assist-
ants, and minister to their own needs; for it has
alwnys been held that the honours paid to the gods
chould never be changed, but ghould ever be per-
formed by the same men and in the same manner,

pnd some fiftoen per cent, of the lapnd, not to mention property
of other nature, and their power materially inereused in the
suceeeding conturies, *
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and that those who deliberate on behalf of all should
not lack the necessities of life. TFor, speaking gener-
ally, the priests are the first to deliberate upon the
most important matters and arc always at the king's
gide, sometimes s hizs amssistants, sometimes to
propose Measures and give instructions, and they
also, by their knowledge of astrology and of divina-
tion, forecast future events, and read to the king,
out of the record of aets preserved in their sacred
books, those which can be of assistance. Tor it is
not the case with the Egyptians as it is with the
Greeks, that a single man or a single woman takes
over the priesthood, but many are engaged in the
sacrifices and honours paid the gods and pass on 1o
their descendants the same rule of life. “Lhey also
pay no taxes of any kind, and in repute and in power
are second after the king.

The second part of the country has been taken
over by the kings for their revenues, out of which
they pay the cost of their wars, support the splendour
of their conrt, and reward with fitting gifts an who
have distinguished themselves; ang they do not
swamp the private citizens by taxation, since their
income from these revenues gives them a great
plenty. .

The last part is held by the warriors, as they are
ealled, who are subject to call for all military duties,
.the purpose being that those who hazard their lives
may be most loyal to the country because of such
allotment of land and thus may eagerly face the
perils of war. Tor it would be absurd to entrust the
safety of the entire nation to these men and yet
have them possess in the country no property to
fight for valuable emough to avouse théir anrnu.r,

2
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But the most important consideration is the fact that,
if they are well-to-do, they will readily beget children
and thus so increase the population that the country
will not need to call in any mercenary troops.  And
sinee their ealling, like that of the priests, is here-
ditary, the warriors are ineited to hravery by the
distinguished records of their fathers and, inasmuch
as they become zealous students of warfure from
their boyhood 1:{. they turn out to be invineible by
reason of their daring and skill.l

Td. There are three other classes of free citizens,
pamely, the herdsmen, the hushandmen, and the
artisans.  Now the husbandmen rent on moderate
terms the arable land held by the king and the

riests and the warriors, and spend their entire time
in tilling the soil; and since from very infancy they
are bronght up in connection with the varions tasks
of farming, they ave far more experienced in such
matters than the husbandmen of any other nation;
for of all mankind they acquire the most exact
knowledge of the nature of the sofl, the userof water
in irrigation, the times of sowing and reaping, and
the harvesting of the crops in general, some gcta.ils
of which they have learned from the observations of
their ancestors and athers in the schaol of their own
experience.  And what has been said applies :q'un."
well to the herdsmen, whe receive the care of nnunul}:;
from their fathers as if by a law of inheritance, and
follow a pastoral life all the days of their existence.
They have received, it is true, much from their
ancestors relative to the best care and feeding of
grazing animals, but to this they add not a little

i TEE fullest necount of this warrior casto is jn Herodotus
2 1 L.
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h}lr reason of their own interest in such matters;
and the most astonishing fact is that, by reason of
their unusual application to such matters, the men
who have charge of poultry and geese, in addition
to producing them in the natural way known to all
mankind, raisc them by their own hands, by virtue
of a skill peculine to them, in numbers beyond
telling ; for they do not use the birds for hatching
the eggs, but, in effecting this themselves artificially
by their own wit and skill in an astounding manner,
they are not surpassed by the operations of naturel

Furthermore, one may see that the crvafis also
among the Epyptians are ue?' dilipently eultivated
and brought to their proper development; for they
are the ounly people where all the eraflsmen are
forbidden to follow any other ocenpation or belong to
any other class of citizens than those stipulated by the
laws and handed down to them from their parents,
the result being that neither ill-will towards a teacher
nor political distractions nor any other thing inter-
feres with their interest in their work., TFeor whereas
among all other peoples it can be observed that the
artisans ave ditracted in mind by many things,
and through the desire to advence themselves do
not stick exclusively to their own occupation; for
gome try their hands at agriculture, some dabble in
trade, and some cling to two or three erafts, and
in states having a democratic form of government
vast numbers of them, trooping to the meetings of the
Assembly, ruin the work of the government, while
they make a profit for themselves at the expense of

* According to Aristotle (Historia Animaliym, 6. 2} this
artificinl hutuEing was effscted by burying the eggs in dung.
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BOOK L. 74. 7-75. 4

others who pay them their wage! yet among the
Egyptians if any artisan should take part in public
affairs or pursne several evafts he is severely punished,
Such, then, were the divisions of the eitizens,
maintained by the early inhabitants of Fgypt, and
their devotion to their own class which they inherited
from their ancestors.
75. In their administration of justice the Egyptians
* also showed no merely casual intercst, holding that
the decisions of the courts exercise the greatest
influence wpon community life, and this in cach
-of their two aspects. Lor it was evident to them
that if the offenders :Lf;ninst the law should be
punished and the injured parties should be afforded
succour there would be an ideal correetion of wrong-
doing; but if, on the ‘other hand, the fear which
wrongdoers have of the judgments of the eourts
should be brought to naught by bribery or favour,
they saw that the break-up of community life
would follow.  Consequently, '1::( appointing the best
men from the most important cities as jutlges over
the whole land they did not fall short of the end
which they hod in mind. For from Heliopolis and
Thebes and Memphis they used to choose ten judges
from each, and this court was regarded as in no way
inferior to that composed of the Areopagites at Athens
or of the Elders® at Sparta. And when the thirty
assembled they chose the best one of their number and
made him chief justice, and in his stead the city sent

their tnaks to participate in the affairs of the state, apparently

Laing padid by their employers while thus engaged and receivis
an mﬁ?mul compensation from the state, '€
¥ The bodiea were Jmown as the Council of the Ares:
and tho Geronsis respectively; the latter ie doseribed in Book
17. 104. "
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BOOK 1. 95. g~76. 1

another judge. Allowanees to provide for their needs
were supplied by the king, to the judges sufficient for
their maintenance, and many times as much to the
chief justice. The latter regularly wore suspended
from his neck by a gelden chain a small image made of
precions stones, which they ealled Truth ; the hearings
of the pleas eommeneed whenever the chief justice
put on the image of Truth. The entire body of
the laws was written down in eipht velumes which
lay before the judges, and the custom was that the
aceuser should present in writing the particulars of
his eomplaint, namely, the charge, how the thing
happened, and the amount of injury or damage doue,
whereupon the defendint wounld take the document
submitted by his opponents in the suit and reply in
writing to each charge, to the effect cither that he -
did not commit the deed, or, if he did, that he was
not guilty of wrongdoing, or, if he was guilty of
wrongdoing, that he should reeeive a lighter penalty.
After that, the law required that the accuser should
reply to this in writing and that the defendant
should offer a rebuttal.  And after both parties had
twice presented their statements in writing to the
judges, it was the duty of the thirty at once to
declare their opinfons among themselves and of the
chief justice to place the image of Truth upon one
or the other of the two pleas which had been
cnted.

76. This was the manner, as their account goes, in
which the Egyptians eonducted all court proceed-
ings, since they belicved that if the advocates were
allowed to speak they would greatly becloud the
justice of a case; for they konew that the clever
devices of orators, the cunning witchéry of their
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BOOK L 6. 1-47. 2

delivery, and the tears of the accused would influence
many to overlook the severity of the laws and the
strictness of truth; at any rate they were aware
that men who are highly respected as judges are
often carried away by the eloquence of the adve-
ocates, either because they ave deceived, or because
they are won over by the speaker’s charm, or becanse
the emotion of pity has been aroused in them;?
but by having the parties to a suit present their
pleas in writing, it was their opinion that the judg-
ments would be striet, only the bare faets being
taken into account. Tor in that ense there wonld
be the least ehanee that gifted speakers would have
an advantage over the slower, or the well-practised
over the inexperienced, or the audacious liars aver
those who were truth-loving and restrained in char-
acter, but all would get their just dues on an equal
footing, since by the provision of the laws ample
time is taken, on the one hand by the disputants for
the examination of the arguments of the other side,
and, on the other hand, by the judges for® the com-

parison of the allegations of hoth parties.

77. Since we have spoken of their legislation, we
feel that it will not be foreign to the plan of our
history to present such laws of the Egyptians as
were cspecially old or took on an extraordinary
form, or, in general, can be of help to lovers of
reading. Now in the first place, their penalty for
perjurers was death, on the ground that such men
are guilty of the two greatest transgressions—being
impious towards the gods and overthrowing the

L Tt is intereating to observe that the tians are sups
posed to bo familine with the weakneses of bhic courty,
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BOOK I. 79. 26

mightiest pledge known among men! Again, if a
man, walking on & road in Egypt, saw a person
being killed or, in a word, suffering any kind of
violence and did not come to his aid if able to do
so, he had to die; and if he was truly prevented
from aiding the person beeause of inability, he was
in any case required to lodge information against
the bandits and to bring an action against their
lawless act; and in ease he failed to do this as the
law rma?imd, it was required that he he seourged
with a fixed nwuber of stripes and be deprived of
every kind of food for theee days.  Those who brought
folse acensations arainst others had to suffer the
penalty that would have been metod out to the
accused persons bad they been adjudged guilty.
All Bgyptinng were also severally requived to submit
to the magistrates a written deelaration of the sources
of their livelihood, and any man making a false declara-
tion or gaining an unlawful means gl}&‘livglihgudt had
to pay the death penalty.  And it is seid that Solon,
after his visit to Eg.ﬂntﬁ brought this law te Athens?
If anyone intentionally killed a free man or a slave
the laws enjoined that he be put to death; for they,
in the first place, wished that it should not be through
the accidental differences in men's dondition in life
but throngh the prineiples governing their actions
that all men should be restrained from evil deeds,
and, on the other hand, they seught to accustom
mankind, through such consideration for slaves, to
refrain all the more from committing any offence
whatever against freemen.

* Herodotus (2. 177) makes the same statement, but
FPlutarch (Solon, 31), on tho authority of ‘Theophrastuss
attributes & imilar law, not to Bclon, but to Peisistratus.
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BOOK I. 77, 9-10

In the case of parents who had slain their childven,
though the laws did not preseribe death, yet the
offenders had to held the dead body in their arms
for three suecessive days and nights, under the sur-
veillanee of a state guard; for it was not considered
just to deprive of life those who had given life to
their children, but rather by a warning which brought
with it pain and repentance to turn them from such
deeds.  But for children who had killed their parents
they reserved an nxtrmrr'iiuurf' punishment; for it
was required that those found guilty of this crime
should have picees of flesh about the sizge of o finger
cut out of their badies with sharp reeds and then be
put on a bed of thorns and burned alive; for they
held that to take by violenee the life of those who
had given them life was the greatest erime possible
to man,  Pregnant women who had been eondemned
to death were not exeeuted until they had been
delivered. The same law has also been enacted by
many Greel states, since they held it entively unjust
that the innocent should suffer the same pidnishment
as the guilty, that a penalty should be exacted of
two for only one transgression, and, further, that,
gince the erime had been actuated by an evil inten-
tion, & being as yet without intelligence should re-
ceive the same correction, and, what is the maost
important consideration, that in view of the fact
that the guilt had been laid at the door of the preg-
nant mother it was by no means proper that the child,
who belemgs to the father as well as to the mother,
should be despatched; for a man may properly
consider judges whe spare the life of 2 murderer to
be no worse than other judges who destroy thas
which is guilty of no erime whatsoever, .
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BOOK L ¢4. 11-78. 3

Now of the laws dealing with murder these are
those which are thought to have been the most
suceessful.

78, Among their other laws ene, which concerned
military affairs, made the punishment of deserters or
of any who disobeyed the command of their leaders,
not death, but the uttermost disgrace; but if later
on such men wiped out their disgrace by a display of
manly courage, they were restored to their former
freedom of speech?  Thus the lawgiver at the same
time made disgraee a move terrible punishment than
death, in order to acenstom all the people to consider
dishonour the greatest of evils, and he alse believed
that, while dead men would vever be of value to
society, men who had been disgraced would do many
a good deed through their desire to regain freedom
of speech. In the case of those who had diselosed
military scerets to the enemy the law prescribed that
their tongues should be cut out, while in the case of
counterfeiters or falsifiers of measuves and weights
or imitators of seals, and of official seribes Who made
false entries or erased items, and of any who adduced
falze documents, it ordered that both their hands
should be cut off, to the end that the offender, being
punished in respect of those members of his body
that were the instruments of his wr oing, should
himself keep until death his irreparable misfortune,
and at the same time, by serving as a warning example
to others, should turn them from the cornmission of
similar offences.

Eliud that o man was ss good s any other, that he could
old up his head among his fellows., < Position of aslf-
regpoct nnd equality ™ is approximately whag it moans it
this saemtence and the following. .
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BOOK I 48, 4-79. 2

Severe also were their laws touching women.  For
if a man had violated a free married woman, they
stipulated. that he be emasculated, considering that
such a person by a single unlawful act had been guilty
of the three greatest erimes, assault, abduetion, and
confusion of offspring; but if a man committed
adultery with the woman's consent, the laws ordered
that the man should receive a thousand blows with
the rod, and that the wornan should have her nose cut
off, on the ground that a woman who tricks herself
ont with an eye to forbidden licence should be
deprived of that which contributes most to a woman's
comeliness.

79. Their laws governing contracts they attribute
to Loechoris.! These prescribe that men who had
borrowed money without signing a bond, if they
denied the indebtedness, might take an cath to that
cffect and be cleared of the abligation.  The purpose
was, in the first place, that men might stnmlpin awe
of the gods by attributing great importance to oaths,
for, sinee it is manifest that the man who has ve-
peatedly taken such an oath will in the end lose the
confidence which others had in him, everyone will
consider it a matter of the utmost concern not to
have recourse to the cath lest he forfeit his credit,
In the second place, the lawgiver assumed that by
hasing confidence entirely upon a man's sense of
honour he would incite all men to be virtuous in
character, in order that they might not be talked
about as being unworthy of eonfidence ; and, further-
more, he held it to be unjust that men who had been
trusted with a loan without an oath should not be
trusted when they gave their cath regarding tha
same transaction. And whoever lent fnoney along
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BOOK L 7g. 2-80. 1

with 2 written bond was forbidden to do more than
double the principal from the interest.

In the case of debtors the lawgiver ruled that the
repayment of loans could be exacted only from a
man's cstate, and under no eondition did he allow
the debtor’s person to be subject to seizure, holdin,
that whereas I]u-u erty should belong to those who h
amassed it or m.‘f received it from some earlier holder
by way of a gift, the bodies of eitizens should belong
to the state, to the end that the state might avail
itself of the services which its eitizens owed it, in
times of both war and peace.  For it would be absurd,
he felt, that a soldier, at the moment perhaps when
he was setting forth to fight for his fatherland, should
be haled to prison by bis ereditor for an unpaid loan,
and that the greed of private citizens should in this
way endanger the safety of all.  And it appears that
Splon took this law also to Athens, calling it o ™ dis-
burdenment,” 1 when he absolved all the citizens of
the loans, secured by their persons, which they owed.
But certain individuals find fault, and not without
renson, with the majority of the Greek lawgivers,
who forbade the taking of weapons and ploughs and
other quite indispensable things as security for loans,
but nevertheless allowed the men whe would use
these implements to be su‘l:ije::t to imprisonment.

80. The Egyptian law dealing with thieves was
also a very peculiar one.  For it bade any who chose
to follow this cccupation to enter their names with

granted freedom to all men enslaved for debt, and probably
onnoelled all debts which invalved any form of nal
gervitude, by thess measures offecting the domplete freedom
of all delt slaves or debt serfs in Attica {op. Adeock in T'he
Cambridge Ancient History, 4 p. 87L).
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the Chief of the Thieves and by agreement to bring
to him immediately the stolen articles, while any who
had been robbed filed with him in like manner a list
of all the missing articles, stating the place, the day,
and the hour of the loss. And since by this method
all lost articles were readily found, the owner wha
had lost anything had only to pay one-fourth of its
value in order to recover just what belonged to him.
Tor as it was impossible to keep all mankind from
stealing, the lawgiver devised a scheme wherehy
every artiele lost would be recovered upon payment
of & small ransom.

In accovdance with the marriage-customs of the
Fgryptinns the pricsts have but one wife, but any other
man takes as many as he may determine ;1 and the
Egyptians are required to raise all their children
in order to increase the population,® en the ground
that large numbers are the greatest factor in inereas-
ing the prosperity of both country and cities. Nor
do they held any child a bastard, even though he
was born of a slave mother; for they have taken the
general position that the father is the sole author
of procreation and that the mother only supplies
the fetus with nourishment and a place to live, and
they eall the trees which bear fruit “ male " and those
which do not ** female,” exactly opposite to the Greek
usage.  They feed their children in a sort of happy-
go-lucky fashion that in its inexpensiveness quite
surpasses belief; for they serve them with stews

i Acoording to Hercdotus (2. 92) monognmy was the
provailing custom, but be was cectainly in error go far as the
wealthior classes wore conearnisd. .

% 4.e. the exposuro of childron, which was still practised
among some Greels in Diedorns’ day, was forbfdden,
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made of any stuff that is ready to hand and cheap,
and give them such stalks of the byblos plant as can
he roasted in the coals, and the roots and stems of
marsh plants, either raw or boiled or baked. And
sinee most of the children are reared without shoes
or clothing beeause of the mildness of the climate
of the country, the entire expense incurred by the
parents of a child until it comes to maturity is not
more than twenty drachmas. These are the leading
rensons why Fgypt has such an extraovdinarily
large population, and it is because of this fact that
she possesses o vast number of great monuments,
£l. In the education of thelr sons the priests
teach them twa kinds of writing, that which is called
“ saered "' and that which is used in the more general
instruction.! Geometry ® and arithmetic are given
special attention. For the river, by changing the
face of the country w_'hgcar in manifold ways, pives
rise to many and varied disputes between neighbours
over their boundary lines, and these dispules cannot
be casily tested out with any exactness*unless a
geometer works out the truth seientifically by the
application of his experience. And arithmetic is
serviceable with reference to the business affairs
connected with maoking a living and also in applying
the principles of geometry, and likewise is of no
small assistance to students of astrology as well

For the positions and arrangements of the stars as

being that in general use in the time of Diodorus.  In common
with Herodotus (2. 38), Diodorus fails to distinguish between

the firat and second.

? Here “ geometry' i@ used in its uriq:imi meaping,
“ measurement of the earth,' and ** peometer ™' below meang
“ gurveyor.'" "
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well as their motions have always been the subject
of careful observation among the Bgyptians, if any-
where in the world; they have preserved to this day
the records concerning each of these stars over an
ineredible number Qfgycars, this subject of study
having been zealously preserved among them from
ancient times, and they have also observed with the
utmost avidity the motions and orbits and stappings
of the plancts, as well as the influences of cach one
on the gencralion of all living things—the good or
the evil elfeets, namely, of which they are the cause,
And while they are often sneeessful in predieting to
men the events which are poing to befall them in the
course of their lives, not infrequently they foretell
destructions of the erops or, en the other hand,
abundant yiclds, and pestilences that are to attack
men or beasts, and as a result of their long observa-
tions they have prior knowledge of earthquakes and
Aoods, of the risings of the comets, and of all thin
which the ordinary man looks upon as beyoend
finding out. And according to them the Ghaldacans
of Babylon, being colonists from Egypt, enjoy the
fame which they have for their astrology becanse they
learned that seience from the primtsﬁEg}rpt.

As to the general mass of the Egyptians, they are
instructed from their childhood by their fathers or
kinsmen in the practices proper to each manner of
life as previously deseribed by us; ' but as for reading
and writing, the Egryptians at large give their
children only 2 superficial instruetion in them, and
not all do this, but for the most part only those who
are engaged in the erafts. In wresfling and music,

1 Cp. chaps, 43, 70, 74. - '

4 Bildokorro Boiske, Bekker, Dindout, .
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however, it is not customary among them to receive
any instruction at all;1 for they hold that from the
daily exercises in wrestling their young men will gain,
not health, but a vigour %mt is only temporary and
in fact quite dangerous, while they consider musie
to be not only useless but even barmful, since it
makes the spirits of the listeners effeminate.
$2. In order to prevent sicknesses they look after
the health of their bodies by means of drenches,
fastings, and emetics,® sometimes every day and some-
times at intervals of theee or four days. For they
say that the larger part of the food taken into the
body is superfluous and that it is from this superfluous
part that diseases are engendered; conse uently
the treatment just mentioned, by removing the be-
innings of discase, would be mast likely to produce
ﬁzalth. On theirmilitary eampaipns and their journeys
in the country they all receive treatment without
the payment of any private fee; for the physicians
draw their support from publie funds and administer
their treatments in accordance with a written law
which was composed in ancient times by many
famons physicians. If they follow the rules of this
law as they read them in the saered book and yet
are unable to save their patient, they are absolved
from any charge and go unpunished; but if they go
contrary to the law's preseriptions in any respect,
they must submit to a trial with death as the penalty,
the lawgiver holding that but few physicians would
ever show themselves wiser than the mode of treat-
ment which had been closely followed for a long
1 Diodorus is contrasting the tisne attitude toward
these subjects with the cmphosis luid upen them in Greel,
education, *
% Op. Herodotus 2. 77. .
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period and had been originally prescribed by the
ablest practitioners.

83. As regards the consecration of animals in
Egypt, the practice naturally appears to many to be
extraordinary and worthy of investigation. Xor the
Egyptians venerate certain animals exeeedingly, not
only during their lifetime but even after their death,
such as cats,! ichneumons and dogs, and, again, hawks
and the birds which they eall  ibis,” as well as wolves
and crocodiles and a number of other animals of that
kind, and the reasons for such worship we shall
undertake to set forth, after we have first spoken
briefly about the animals themselves.

In the first place, for each kind of animal that is
accorded this worship there has been conscerated a
portion of land which returns a revenue sufficient for
their eare and sustenance ;. moreover, the Egyptians
make vows to eertain gods on behalf of their children
who have been delivered from an illness, in which
case they shave off their hair and weigh it against
silver or gold, and then give the money to the
attendants of the animals mentioned. “These cut up
flesh for the hawks and calling them with a loud ery
toss it up to them, as they swoop by, until they catch
it, while for the cats and ichneumons they break
up bread into milk and calling them with a clucking
sound set it before them, or else they cut up fish
caught in the Nile and feed the flesh to them raw;
and in like manner each of the other kinds of animals
is provided with the appropriate food. And as for the
various services which these animals require, the
Egyptians not only do not try to avoid them or feel

1 The famous discussion of the cats of »ligypt is id
Ierodotus, 2. 66-7.
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ashamed to be seen by the crowds as they orm
them, but on the contrary, in the belief that they are
engaged in the most scrious rites of divine worship,
they assume airs of importance, and wearing special
insignia make the rounds of the citics and the
countryside. And sinee it can be seen from afar
in the serviee of what animals they are engaged, all
who meet them fall down before them and render
them honour,

When one of these animals dies they wrap it in
fine linen and then, wailing and beating their breasts,
earry it off to be embalmed; and after it has been
treated with eedar oil and such spiecs as have the
quality of imparting a pleasant odour and of pre-
serving the body for a long time,! they lay it away in
a consecrated tomb. And wheever intentionally
kills one of these animals s put to death, unless it be
a cat or an ibis that he kills; but if he kills one of
these, whether intentionally or unintentionally, he is
certainly put to death, for the common people gather
in crowds and deal with the perpetrator most eruelly,
sometimes deing this without waiting for a trial,
And beeause of their fear of such a punishment any
who have eaught sight of one of these animals lyin
dead withdraw to a preat distance and shout wi
lamentations and protestations that they found the
animal alveady dead. So deeply implanted also in
the hearts of t{"-'u common people is their superstitious
regard for these animals and so unalterable are the
cmotions cherished by every man regarding the
honour due to them that onece, at the time when
Ptolemy their king had not as yet been given by the

L Aceording to Herodobus (2, 87) this was & Inas exponsive ™
method of embalming,
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Tomans the appellation of “ friend "1 and the

eople were exercising all zeal in courting the
];awur of the embassy from Italy which was then
visiting Feypt and, in their fear, were intent upon

ving no cause for complaint or war, when one of
the Eomans killed a cat and the multitude rushed
in a crowd to his house, neither the officials sent by
the king to beg the man off nor the fear of Rome
which all the people felt were enough to save the man
from punishment, even though his act had been an
aecident.  And this inecident we relate, not from
hearsay, but we saw it with our own eyes on the
oeeasion of the visit we made to Lgypt.

&4. But if what has been said scems to many
ineredible and like a faneiful tale, what is to follow
will aEpnm far more extraordinary. Once, they
say, when the inhabitants of Egypt were being hard
pressed by a famine, many in their need laid hands
upon their fellows, yet not a single man was even
accused of having partaken of the saered animals.
Furthermore, whenever a dog is found dead in any
house, every inmate of it shaves his entire body and
ﬁms into mourning, and what is more astonishing

wan this, if any wine or grain or any other thing
necessary to life happens to be stored in the buildin
where one of these animals has expired, they wou
never think of using it thereafter for any purpose.
And if they happen to be making a military expedition
in another country, they ransom the captive cats
and hawks and bring them back to Egypt, and this
they do sometimes even when their supply of money

L On the date of this incident, cp. thallumduntiun, P

viil. ¥
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tor the journey is running short,  As for the ceremonies
connected with the Apis of Memphis, the Mnevis of
Heliopelis * and the goat of Mendes, as well as with
the erocodile of the Lake of Moeris, the lion kept in
the City of Lions (Leontopolis), as it is ealled, and
many other ceremonies like them, they conld Eﬂﬂ%
be described, but the writer would searcely be beliew

by any who had not actually witnessed them. For
these animals are kept in sacred enclosures and are
earcd for by many men of distinetion who offer them
the most expensive fare; for t'hc?r provide, with
unfuiling regularity, the finest wheaten flour or
wheat-groats seethed in milk, every kind of sweet-
meat made with honey, and the meat of ducks,
either boiled or baked, while for the carnivorous
animals birds are eaught and thrown to them in
abundance, and, in general, great eave is given that
they have an expensive fave. They are continually
bathing the animals in warm water, anvinting them
with the mest precious ointments, and burning before
them every kind of fragrant incense; they furnish
them with the most cxpensive coverlets and with
splendid jewellery, abd exencise the greatest care
that they shall enjoy sexual intercourse according
to the demands of nature; furthermore, with eve

animal they keep the most beautiful females of the
SAME renus, whi{gl they eall his concubines and attend
to at the cost of heavy expense and assiduous serviee.
When any animal dies they mourn for it as deeply as
do those who have lost a beloved child, and bury it
in 2 manner not in keeping with their ability but

L The bulle Apis and Mnoevis are deseribed in the following
chopter. v
285
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going far beyond the value of their estates, For
instance, after the death of Alexander and just
subsequently to the taking over of Egypt by Ptolemy
the son of Lagus, it happened that the Apis in
Memphis died of old age; and the man who was
charged with the care 4:’1]? him spent on his burial not
only the whole of the very large sum which had
been provided for the animal’s maintenanece, but also
borrowed in addition fifty talents® of silver from
Ptolemy. And even in our own day some of the
keepers of these animals have spent on their burial
not less than one hundred talents,

#h. There should be added to what has been said
what still remains to be told concerning the cereronies
connceted with the sacred bull enlled Apis.  After
he has died and has veeeived a magnificent burial,
the pricsts who arc charged with this duty seek
out a young bull which has on its bady markings
similar to those of its predecessor; and when it has
been found the people ecase their mourning and the
ﬁricstx who have the care of it first take the young

ull to Nilopolis, where it is kept forty days, and then,
putting it on a state barge fitbed out with a gilded
eahin, conduct it as a god to the sanctnary of
Hephaestos at Memphis. During these forty days
only women may look atit; these stand facing it and
ﬁull:[ng up their garments show their genitals, but

enceforth they ave forever prevented from coming
into the presence of this pod.  Some explain the origin
of the honour accorded this bull in this way, saying
that at the death of Osiris his soul passed into this

-
1 The intringic value of o talent was about one thousang
dollars or two bundred and Gity pounds sterliog,
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ale was in heat.)  Apis was a black bull with & white blazs
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animal, and thevefore up to this day has always passed
into its sueccessars at the times of the manifestation
of Osiriz;* but some say that when Osiris died at
the hands of Typhon Isis eolleeted the members of
his body and put them in an ox (bows), made of wood
covered over with fine linen, and beeause of this
the city was called Bousiris. Many other stories
are told about the Apis, but we feel that it would
]:;c a long task to recount all the details regarding
them.

86. Since all the practices of the Hgyplians in
their worship of animals are astonishing and beyond
belief, they ocension much difficulty for those who
asould seek out their origing and canses.  Now theie
priests have on this subjeet a teaching which may not
be divulged, as we have already stated in conneetion
with their aceounts of the gods,® but the majority of
the 1".§ypt[nn5 give the following three causes, the
first of which belongs entirely to the realm of fable
and is in keeping with the simplicity of primitive
times. They say, namely, that the gods who came
into existence in the beginning, being few in number
and overpowered by the multitude and the lawless-
ness of earth-born men,® took on the forms of certain
animals, and in this way saved themselves from the
savagery and violence of mankind; but afterwards,
when they had established their power over all thin
in the universe, out of gratitude to the animals w'hiﬁ
had been responsible for their salvation at the outset,

wpon his forchead; the sppesrance of a new Apis Bull was
ed a8 o now manifostation of Osivin upon eacth {ep.

E. A. W. Budge, Osiris and the Eyypliian Hesurrection, 1. pp.
60, 307 iF.). . .
iTn ehap. 21. * f.e. tho Giants,

293



DIODORUS OF SICILY

pidaar Tas ¢M€W avTav ol m;bm il yerav, kal
vatadeifar Tois dvfpomots 16 Tpédew piv Ldvra
mroruTers, Oimrrear Si Teleurﬁo’awa.
4 ﬁfurepup 8¢ Méyovaiy aﬂrmv, GTL TO Taiaioy
of kar Alyvrror Sid -ra;ru amEﬁmr ﬂ;n & Tl
ﬂpaTﬂTES@ wa?'o.}.mq pu;cm? o Thw 'rrhgu'w-
xmpmt' }-r-rnﬁnl'nrv; émevangar ouwrfnua dopeiv
c-r.rl Ty 'ra.-'}wwrmr. ¢a.:rhl oliy KATECKEVUETaArTES
eixovas iy bwar & viv 'r:.p.mem :m,l -rr:-;Em-"m.v
éml savvier, :pa,aew TOUSY '!jfjf{:,r-l-:ii*a?. e O
rotitou  Toi -rpn-:mu yrapifey ExacTor 1}5‘ ul'n
uwrufcme peyara 8¢ cupBadlepdrns atlrely
Tijs Guit TFJL:TH.‘P Eurﬂfﬂa? oS ﬂ:m uirc:-]lv, dofme
-'n;q a'mfnpmr; alTie ryeyorévar T Har xﬂpw ol
a.uq-mq TOUg n.r.rl? wauc camrobotra: ﬁm'}..ﬂpnrnu; .
els &fos watardfar Tiv eleasfévrov TiTe pydiy
kTaivar, dhha oefoudvovs dmovépcn Thy wpvewpy-
wévny émpdhear ml TL,
a7. Tpl"rmr & salriay d:Epuun TS fm:ﬁrmﬂﬂﬂf
cews Tow Loy -rap.r xper.a.u. fiv feacror adridy
wpwtﬁepera.ﬁ RO TN mgﬁe’hﬂmﬂ Toit wotvol Siov
2 xab Tow ayl?,amwm:-r. THY v rrap B:}lem&r ,Ecrw
dpydras vietaw xal Thv éhadpdr Tis vyijs dpoiv,
ta B¢ wpifara Sls zu‘iu' rikrew xal Tols éplows
THY oréTnY Aua k4L THY EUTYRuoTtiy Tepi-
mowely, TR O¢ ydhaxT: kel TQ TUpE Tpodas
mapéyerfar wpooqvels dua xal Sarhels. Tov
8¢ wuwa wpis Te Tay Gifoas elvas j@m}u’;ﬁov witl
£y 5 i’ ¢ * "
wpos Tor $ukaxijy Swmwep tor Peor Tov map
atTols karovkevor "AvovSw Tapuodyouas xurds

eEvovra xepardy, dudalvovrey bri caparodihaf

204




BOOK L 86. 3-87. 2

they made sacred those kinds whose form they
had assumed, and instrueted mankind to maintain
them in a costly fashion while living and to bury
them at death.

The second eause which they give is this—that the
early Egyptians, after having {um defeated by their
neighbours in many battles beenuse of the lack of
order in their army, conceived the iden of carrying
standards before the several divisions.  Consequently,
they say, the eommanders faghioned firures of the
animals which they now worship and carried them
fixed on lanecs, and by this deviee every man knew
where his plaee wis in the areay.  And sinee the good
order resulting therefrom  greatly contributed to
vietory, fha}r thonght that the animals had been
responsible for their deliverance ; and so the people,
wishing to show their gratitude to them, established
the custom of not killing any one of the animals
whose likeness had been fashioned at that time, but
of rendering to them, as objects of worship, the care
and homour which we have previously described.

87. The third cause which they adduce in connec-

" tion with the dispute in question is the service which
cach one of these animals renders for the benefit
of community life and of mankind. The cow, for
example, bears workers * and ploughs the lighter soil ;
the sheep lamb twice in the year and provide by their
wool both protection for the body and its decorous
covering, while by their millke and cheese they furnish
food that is both appetizing and abundant.  Again,
the dog is useful bath for the hunt and for man's
protection, and this is why they replesent the god
whom’ they eall Anubis with a dog's heag, showing
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BOOK I. 8y. 21

in this way that he was the bodyguard of Osiris
and Isis. There arc some, however, who explain
that dogs gruided Isis during her search for Osiris and
protected her from wild beasts and wayfarers, and
that they helped her in her search, becanse of the
affection they bore for her, by baying; and this is the
reason why at the Festival of Isis the procession is
led by dogs, those who introduced the rite showing”
forth in this way the kindly serviee rendered by this
animal of old. The eat is likewise ueeful against
asps with their deadly bite and the other reptiles that
sting, while the felmeumon keeps o look-out for the
newly-luid sced of the erocodile and erushes the eges
left by the female, doing this earvcfully and zealously
even though it receives no benefit’ from the act.
Were this not done, the river would have become
impassable because of the multitude of beasts that
would be borm.  And the erocodiles themselves ave
also killed by this animal in an astonishing and quite
ineredible manner; for the ichnenmens roll them-
selves over and over in the mud, and when the
crocodiles o to sleep on the land with their mouths
open they jump down their mouths into the centre
of their body; then, rapidly gnawing through the
bowels, they get ont unseathed themselves and at
the same time kill their vietims instantly.! And of
the sacred birds the ibis is useful as a protector against
the snakes, the locusts, and the caterpillars, and
the hawk against the scorpions, horned serpents, and
the small animals of noxious bite which cause the

reatest destruction of men. Dut some maintain
ﬁmt the hawl is honoured becausesit is used as a
bird of omen by the soothsayers in predieting to the

1 Bteabo (17. 1. 39) gives mueh the same aoccount, =
207
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BOOK L 8. 1-88. 3

Egyptians events which are to come. Others,
however, say that in l};rimitiue_ times a hawls brought
to the priests in Thebes a book wrapped about with
a purple band, which contained written directions
eoncerning the worship of the gods and the honours
due to them; and it isyfor this reason, they add,
that the sacred seribes wear on their heads a purple
band and the wing of a hawk. The eagle also is
honoured by the Thebans beeause it is believed to
be a royal animal and worthy of Zeus,

88, They have deified the goat, just as the Greeks
are said to have honoured Priapus! beeause of the
generative member; for this animal has o very great
{}mpmﬁit}r for copulation, and it is fitting that
wnour be shown to that member of the bady which
is the eause of generation, being, as it were, the primal
author of all animal life, And, in general, not only
the Feyptians but not a few ather peoples as well
have in the rites they observe treated the male
member as sacred, on the ground that it is the cause
of the generation of all ereatures; and the priests
in & who have inherited their priestly offices
from their fathers ave initiated first into the mysteries
of this god. And both the Pans and the Satyrs,
they say, ave worshipped by men for the same reason
and this is why most peoples set up in their samred
places statues of them showing the phallus ereet
and resembling a goal's in nature, sinee according
to tradition this animal is most efficient in copulation ;
mnsaqumtly.:g representing these ereatures in such
fashion, the dedicants are returning thanks to them
for their own numerous offspring.  *

L
1 Prinpus i diseussed in Doole 4, 6.
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BOOK I 82. 4-6

The sacred bLulls—I refer to the Apis and the
Mnevis—are honoured like the gods, as Osiris com-
manded, both because of their use in farming and
also because the fame of those who discovered the
fruits of the earth is handed down by the labours of
these animals to succeeding generations for all time.
Red oxen, however, mn}rgb:: sacrificed, because it
iz thought that this was the ecolour of Typhen, who
plottudg arainst Osiris and was then punished by Isis
for the death of her husband. Men also, if they
ware of the same colour as Typhon, were sacrificed,
they say, in aneient times by the kings at the tomb
of Osiris; however, anly a few Kgyptians are now
found red in colour, but the majority of such are
non-igyptians, and this is why the story spread
among the Greeks of the slaying of forcigners by
Bugiris, although Busiris was not the name of the
king but of the tomb of Osirvis, which is ealled that
in the language of the land!

« The wolves are honoured, they say, because their
nature is so much like that of dogs, for the natures
of these two animals ave little different from each
other and hence offspring is produced by their inter-
breeding.  But the Tgyptians offer another explana-
tion for the honour accorded this animal, although
it pertains more to the realm of myth; for they
say that in carly times when Isis, aided by her son

! Herodobus (2. 45) denies the existence of human sporifices
and there was probably nono in his day. But the sacrifics of
captives is attested by the monuments of the Eighteanth and
Ninoteonth Dynnsties, and I. G. Frasee (The Golden Bough, 2.
pp. 254 11) finds in this necount of Diodorus and nsimilar atory

iven by Plutarch (Un Jais and Osiris, 73), oo the authority of
g:[mathn, avidenco for the annusl sncrifice of o red-haired mane .
to provent the failure of the crops.

L
3ot



£t

DIODORUS OF SICILY

diaywrileafar wpos Tvdpdva Tmapayevécfar Son-
fov éf adov Tov "Oaipwr T Tévve xal 7§ yuvaikl
A THr S dpoiwfivTar cir-rmpeﬂéumq oo
roi Tuddvos Tols rpaticarras raradeifac Ti-
pav o Lhov ob ths drews émidavelons To mxdy
emprohatfyrer,  fvior &¢ Aéyouae, i Alfidman
orpaTevadrtar émi Tiv Alyvrrov, dfpotsldoas
wauThniels dydhas Mukwr exdidFar Tous dmeh-
fovras éx Tic ywpas Dmép mikw THv dvoualo-
phemy " Eiedavrhme &g kal Tor TE wvopby
decivor AveomoriTyr dvopaclijvar xal i LHa
T TPOSLEEEVE TUYEY TIS TLHTS.

89. Aelmerar & fuiv elmeiv mepl vhHs Tdv &po-
wobeihwr amoflewoews, Umép Te ol TheloTou
Stamropotios wds Tov Onplwy Todrer caproda-
myotrTer Tous dvfpwmovs evopcfeTifin Tipdr foa
Beols Tols 7& Sevirara Satifévras. dasly oy
Tifs ywpas THY dyvpdTnTa Tapiyerfar i) povow
viy grovapdy, ddda wel mwoll wdlder Toly &
atT@ xpoxodelhovs: 1o xal Tovs AyoTas Tovs Tel
gme Ths Apafias xal AfSvms ph  Tohudr
Siavijyecfar vér Nethow, doSovudvevs Té wafjfos
T Gyplav Tolire & olw dv wove yevéofar wohe-
povpévay Tar ek xal Sid Tdr sayprevorTaw
dpbny drapeferTov. &omi & xal dAhos Adyos
icTopovpevos wepl Taw Onplev Todrwv. dadi
wyidp Tives Téy dpyaley Twd Sacdéwv, Tor wpoo-
ayopevopevor Mnviv, Siwgduevor vmo Tév iSlav
xvray xataduyer els v Moipidos xalovuévny
Mgy, #raf imé cpoxoleilov mwapabifws ava-

= bore deletl by Wesseling and all subsequent editors ;
retained by Voge
Joz '



BOOK I. 88. 6-89. 3

Horus, was about to commence ler struggle with
Typhon, Osiris came from Hades to help his son and
his wife, having taken on the guise of a wolf; and
&0, I:ipnn the death of Typhon, his conquerors com-
manded men to honour the animal upon whose
appearance vic'.tmE followed. But some say that
once, when the Ethiopians had marched against
Lgypt, a great number of bands of wolves (lykoi)
gatherad together and drove the invaders out of the
country, pursuing them beyond the city named
Elephantine ; and therefore” that nome was given
the name Lycopolite? and these animals were
granted the honour in question,

89, It remaing for us to speak of the deifieation of
evorodiles, & subject regarding which most men are
entirely at a loss to explain how, when these beasts
cat the flesh of men, it ever beecame the law to
honour like the gods ereatures of the most revolting
habits. Their reply is, that the secwrity of the
country is ensuved, not only by the river, but to a
much greater degree by the eveeadiles in it that for
this reason the robbers that infest both Arabia and
Libya do not dare to swim across the Nile, because
they fear the beasts, whose number is very preat;
and that this would never have been the case if war
were continually being waged against the animals
and they had been utterly destroyed by hunters
dragging the river with nets. But still another
account is given of these beasts. For some say
that onee one of the early kings whose name was
Menas, being pursued by I‘iis own dogs, came in his
flight to the Lake of Moeris, as it is called, whers,
strange as it may seem, a erocodile fook him on his

L “of the City of the Wolves,” “
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BOOK 1. 89. 3-5

back and carried him to the other side. Wishing to
show his gratitude to the beast for saving him, he
founded a city near the place and named it City of
the Crocodiles; and he commanded the natives of
the region to worship these animals as gods and
dedicated the lake to them for their sustenance;
and in that place he also construeted his own tomb,
erceting o pyramid with four sides, and built the
Labyrinth which is admired by many.?

A similar diversity of customs exists, according
to their accounts, with repard to everything else,
but it would be a long task to set forth the details
cunnernintg them?  That they have adopted these
customs for themselves becauvse of the advantage
acerning therefrom to their life is elear to all from
the faet that theve are these among them who will
not touch many particular kinds of food. Some,
for instance, abstain entively from lentils, others
from beans, and some from cheese or onions or eertain
other foods, there being many kinds of food in Egypt,
showing in this way that men must be taught
to deny themselves things that ave useful, and that
if all ate of everything the supply of no article of
consumption would held out. But some adduce
other canses and say that, since under the early
kings the multitude were often revolting and con-
spiring against their rulers, one of the kings who
was especinlly wise divided the land into a number
of parts and commanded the inhabitants of each to
revere a certain animal or else not to eat a certain
food, his thought being that, with each group of

® Herodotus (2, 35) sums up this mattdr by soying that
the Egyplinns “have made themaelvea costoma and lawg
conteary to those of all other men. ™ N

305



DIODORUS OF SICILY

ripwpevor oefopéveow, Tiv &8 wapd vols &',h.h.n:e
dhiepa il mTaépamw-Twﬂ, p:-,rﬁﬁr&r& a,twm:rrj-

6 gat Surarrar mdvres of wxar Alyvwror. xai
TolTo €k TEW mro*rel.ed'pa-rmu qﬁauepnv elvae
mevTas rf&p ToUs Trlr;rmnxmpﬂv': ':rrPut u.hhglouq
Bm:ﬁépe:rﬁm. 'rrpr:a.!cmr'ruwﬁ';' Tals €S T TpoELT-
péva Tapavoplas.

50, ﬂ«‘epuuut B¢ wal TIvEs fouu‘rw m’ﬂmr Tijs
-rw:-l r;’.;mm- mf.uspwemv. ;rwcww&r:umu r;-a.p év
“F‘X".'? 7w tivﬁpm'rrm:r & Tou ﬂrjpiwaam Hiov, 'H'.'
Joty -::rpw'rmr aAhAoUs xﬂ:rmé'uw xal woheueiy,
del ToD mhéoy Sumapivoy Tov uu‘ﬁ'tvéu'-rspw KaTL-
oylovros: perd 8¢ Talra Tous Tf pawuy Aevwo-
pg;.lam v Tai'.'r aquudéportos Sibaybévras alpoi-
teolas  wai moufjoar ﬂupe&m éa.u-raic dx Tow
ﬁa‘rﬂpw xﬂﬂﬁpmﬂewmr Ebeow arpis 36 Talire 7o
.:-munav Ty del SeSibrwy ourrpeyirTe, owc
Eu.rcarmj:pam;-mv Toly a‘w;r:ﬂapwms‘ wmﬁ'm T

2 glergua: 70 & altd xal Tow u?u}..no:.r TOLOUET QY
ama'q’rj:.rm Ju,@‘:-l T -rrl.v_iﬂi;l Katd ouerjuaTa, To bé
rq;u:- 7o TS ua'qba}.cm-‘e EKMTGH' *}reué;;.emy m'rmv
TLREY TVYELY +:rcrﬁewn-, m Té pwm"r eunmﬂmfcut:'
Sidmep dype Tav viv ypover Ta THY Awuwnmr
Eﬂm gmu*ma:a-ra repdy Td map éavrely éF dpyis
Tiv fwap xuﬂtfpwﬁﬂlra.

Kafohov 8 daogs Tols AWI.-I'FTWUF: Urép 'rclur:
ddhovs avfpamovs ebyapioTws Saxeictar wpos
whiy TH eﬁsﬂemﬂv, vouitovras F-Eﬂ_.rirrm:-r i
xnupsmr fwm. T Ble The upa:ﬁ-;qy Tig wpw 'rm,rr;
evepryéras ydperos: Sijhor yap eivar Suite wdrTes

o

30b

T T e ———

P ———



i
|
|
{

BOOK I 8. 5-g0. 2

people revering what was honoured among themselves
bmt despising what was sacved to all the rest, all the
inhabitants of Bgvpt would never be able to be of
one mind. And this purpese, they declare, is clear
from the vesults; for every group of people is at odds
with its neighbours, being offended at their violations
of the customs mentioned above.

90. Some advance some such reason as the following
for their deification of the animals. When men,
they say, first ceased living like the beasts and
gathered into groups, at the outset they kept
deveuring each other and warring ameng them-
selves, the more powerful ever prevailing over the
wealker; but later those swho were deficient in
strength, taught by expediency, grouped together
and tock for the deviee upon their standard one of
the animals which was Inter made sacred; then,
when those who were from time to time in fear
flocked to this symbel, an organized body was
formed which was not to be despised by any who
attacked it. And when everybody else did the
same thing, the whole people came to be divided
into organized bodies, and in the case of each the
animal which had been responsible for its safety was
accorded honours like those belonging to the gods, as
having rendered to them the greatest serviee possible ;
and this is why to this day the several groups of the
Lgyptians differ from each other in that each group
honours the animals which it originally made sacred.

In general, they say, the Bgyplians surpass all
other peoples in showing gratitude for every bene-
faction, since they hold that the retyrn of gratitude
to bencfactors is a very great resource in life; for
it is clear that all men will want to bestow their
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. BOOK L go. 2-91. 3

benefactions preferably upon these who they see
will most honourably treasure up the favowrs th
bestow. And it is apparently on these gmu.ng
that the Egyptians prostrate themselves before
their kings and honour them as being in very truth

, holding, on the one hand, that it was not
without the influence of some divine providence that
these men have attained to the supreme power, and
feeling, also, that such as have the will and the
strength to confer the greatest benefactions shave
in the divine nature,

Now if we have dwelt over-long on the topic of
the snercd animals, we have at least thoroughly
considered those customs of the Fgyptians that men
most marvel at.

91. But not least will 2 man marvel at the peeuli-
arity of the customs of the Egyptians when he
learns of their usages with respect to the dead.  Tor
whenever anyone dies among them, all his relatives
and friends, plastering their heads with mud, roam
about the city lamenting, until the body receives
burial. Nay more, during that time they indulge in
neither baths, nor wine, nor in any other food worth
mentioning, ner do they put on bright clothing.
There are three classes of burial, the most expensive,
the medinom, and the most humble.  And if the first
is used the cost, they say, iz a talent of silver, if
the second, twenty minae, and if the last, the expense
is, they say, very little indeed. Now the men wlhio
treat the bodies ave skilled artisans who have
received this professional knowledge as a family
tradition; and these lay before the relatives of the
deceased a price-list aty every item congected with

-
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BOOK T. g1, 3-6

the burial, and ask them in what manner they wish
the body to be treated. When an agreement has
been reached on every detail and they have taken
the body, they turn il over to men who have been
assigned to the service and have become inuréd to it.
The first is the seribe, as he is ealled, who, when the
body has been laid on the pround, eircumseribes on
the left Hank the extent of the ineision ; then the one
ealled the slitter ! cuts the flesh, as the law com-
mands, with an thinpian stone ® and at onee takes
to flight on the ron, wllli!c those present sct out after
him, pelting him with stones, heaping curses on him,
anl trying, as it weve, o tuen the profanation on
hiz head; for in their eyes evervone is an object
of general hatred who applics violenee to the body

“of o man of the same tribe or wounds him ar, in
general, does bim any larm,

The men ealled embalmers, however, are con-
sidered worthy of every honour and consideration,
associating with the priests and even comin and
going in the temples without hindrance, as being
undefiled, When they have gathered to treat the
body after it has been slit open, one of them thrusts
his hand through the opening in the corpse into the
trunk and extraets everything but the kidneys and
heart, and another ome cleanses cach of the viscera,
washing them in palm wine and spices. And in
general, they carefully dress the whole body for over

that of Diodorus, supplements it in mony respeats. It was
probably of gbsidisn or flint, such as are frequently found
in groves with mummies. For the uso of such primitive
implements in sneient raligious coremonics, op. foshua, 5o 3:
e Mulee thoo koives of flink and cireumelise again the children,
of Isracl w second timeo."" "
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thirty days, first with cedar oil and ecertain other
preparations, and then with myrrh, cinnamen, and
such spices as have the faculty not only of preserving
it for a long time but also of giving it a fragrant
odour: .ﬁ.ng after treating the body they return it
to the relatives of the deceased, every member of it
having been so preserved intact that even the hair
on the eyelids and brows remains, the entire appear-
ance of the body is wnehanged, and the east of its
shape is recognizable. This explains why many
Egyptions keep the bodies of their ancestors in enstl
chambers and gase face to face upon those who die
many generations before their own birth, so that,
as they look upon the stature and proportions and
the features of the countenance of each, they
experience a strange enjoyment, as though they
had lived with those on whom they gaze.

02. When the body i ready to be buried the
family announces the Hay of interment to the judges
and to the relatives and fiiends of the decensed, and
solemnly affirms that he who has just passed away
—giving his name—"' iz about to cross the lake.”
Then, when the judges, forty-two in number,' have
assembled and have taken seats in & hemieyele which
has been built aeross the lake, the baris 2 is launched,
which has been prepared in advance by men espe-

L These judges correapond to the lorty-two }ut.I{g:m or
negeszors before each of whom the desd man must declars
in the next world that he had not committed o certain sin
{Hoak of the Dead, Chap, CXXV)

? The name given the scows used on the Nile and descrilud
in Herodotus 2, B0,

4 owaaedrar Dindor] @ whele, !
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cially engaged in that scrviee, and which iz in the
charge of the boatman whom the Egyptians in their
]nngu.ng& call eharon! For this reason they insist
that Orpheus, having visited Epypt in ancient
times and witnessed this custom, merely invented
his account of Hades, in part reproducing this prac-
tice and in part inventing on his own acconnt; but
thiz point we shall diseuss morve fully a little later.?
At any rate, after the baris has been launched inta
the lake but before the coffin containing the body
iz set in ity the law gives permission to anyone who
wishes to arraign the dead persen. Now if anyone
presents IJilnscﬁ and makes a charge, and shows that
the dead man had led an evil life, the judges announce
the deeision to all and the body is denied the cus-
tomary burial ; but if it shall appear that the acouser
has made an unjust charge he is severely punished.
When no aceuscr appears or the one who presents
himself is discovered to be a slanderer, the relatives
put their mouming aside and laud the deceased.
And of his ancestry, indeed, they say nothing, as
the Greeks do, sinee they hold that all Egyptians are
cgl:nl]ywell horn, but after recounting his training and
education from childhood, they describe his righteous-
ness and justice after he attained to manhood, also
his self-control and his other virtues, and eall upon
the gods of the lower world to veceive him into the
company of the righteous; and-the multitude shouts
its assent and extols the glory of the deccased, as of

i Professor J. A, Wilson, of the Oriental Institute of the
Uuivmit.y of Chieago, kindly writes ma: “There i no
evidenco to support the statement of Diodorus that the
Egyptiens called the underwerld ferryman, or any boatman
connected with death, Charon.” %

3 Op. chap. 96. *
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one who is about to spend cternity in Hades among
the righteous. Those who have private sepulchres
lay the body in a vault reserved for it, but those who
possess none eonstruct a new chamber in their own
liome, and stand the coffin upright against the
firmest wall. Any also who are %nrbid en burial
beeause of the accusations brought against them or
because their bodies have been made sceurity for a
loan they lay away in their own homes ; and it some-
times happens that their sons’ song, when they have
become prosperous and paid off the debt or cleared
them of the charges, give them Inter a magnificent
funeral.

95. It is a most sacred duty, in the eyes of the
Egyptians, that they should be seen to honour their
parents or ancestors all the more after they have
passed to their cternal home.  Another custom of
theirs is to put up the bodics of their deccased
purents as sceurily for a loan; and failure to repay
such debts is attended with the deepest disgrace as
well as with deprivation of burial at death. And a
person may well admire the men who established
these customs, because they strove to inculeate in
the inhabitants, so far as was possible, virtuousness
and excellence of character, by means not enly of
their converse with the living but also of their burial
and affeetionate care of the dead. For the Grecks
have handed down their beliefs in sueh matters—in
the honour paid to the righteous and the punishment
of the wicked—by means of fanciful tales and dis-
credited legends; consequently these accounts not
only cannot avail to spur their people en to the best

*

! wapdbwrar Vogel @ mapabeldnar B, Deklor, Diralort,
. 31y
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BOOE I. 93 z-04. 2

life, but, on the cnntl‘-"l.\‘i', being scoffed at by worthless
men, are received with contempt.  But among the
Lgyptians, since these matters do not belong to the
realm of myth but men see with their own eyes that
punishment is meted out to the wicked and honour
to the good, every day of their lives both the wicked
and the good are reminded of their obligations and
in this way the greatest and most profitable améhd-
ment of men's chavacters is efected. And the best
laws, in my opinion, must be held to be, not those
Ly which men become most prosperouns, but those by
which they become most virtuous in chavacter and
best fitted for citizenship.

04. We must speak alse of the lawgivers who have
arisen in Egypt and who instituted enstoms unusual
and strange.  After the establishment of settled life
in Egypt in early times, which took place, according
to the mythical account, in the period of the gods and
heroes, the first, they say, to persuade the multitudes
to use written laws was Mneves! o man not only
greal of soul but also in his life the most public-
spivited of all lawgivers whose names are recorded,
According to the tradition he elaimed that Hermes
had given the laws to him, with the assurance that
they would be the cause of great blessings, just as
among the Grecks, they say, Minos did in Crete and
Lyeurgus among the Laccducmonians, the former
saying that he received his laws from Zeus and the
latter his from Apollo. Also ameng several other
peoples tradition says that this kind of a deviee was
used and was the cause of much good to such as

! Apporently Mneves is only a varinnt of the name Menns of
chaps. 43 and 45 (op. A, Wicdemann, Agyptische Geschichte,
p- 163, n, 1), *
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L This form of the name is much nearer to the old Tranisn
form, Zncathustra, than the later corraption Zoronster.

* Herodotua (4. 03 £.) gives more delails about Zalmaoxis, or
Geheleizis, aa he alao cal?: him, and the Getae ** who protend
to be immortal.”” Strabo (7. 8. §) calls him Zamolxis and

- makes him a former slave of Pythagoras, o story already known
toHerodotns and rejected by him.
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believed it. Thus it iz recorded that among the
Arviang Zathravstes ! claimed that the Good %pirit

ave him his laws, among the people known as the

etac who represent themselves to be immartal
Zalmoxis * asserted the same of their common god-
dess Hestia, and among the Jews Moyses referred his
laws to the god who is invoked as Ino? They all did
this cither beeause they believed that a eonception
which would help humanity was marvellons and
wholly divine, or beeanse they held that the commen
erowd would be more likely to obey the laws if theiv
gaze were dirceted towards the majesty and power
of those to whom their laws were aseribed.

A seeond lawgiver, aceording 1o the Pgyptians,
was Sasyehis® a man of unusual understanding. He
made sundry additions to the existing laws and, in
particular, laid down with the greatest precision the
rites to be used in homouring the gods, and he was
the inventor of geometry and taught his countrymen
both to speculate about the stars and to observe
them. A thivd ene, they tell us, was the king
Sesobsis,® who not only performed the most renowned
deeds in war of any king of Egypt but also organized
the rules governing the warrior class ? and, in con-
formity with these, set in order all the regulations
that have to do with military campaigns. A fourth
lawgiver, they say, was the king Doechoris,” a wise

3 This pronuncistion seoms to reflect o Hebrew form
Yahu; ep. Pealme 05, 4: * His nome is Job"

¢ Baaychia ia the Aaral\iu of Herodotus (2. 1368), identificd
with Bhepseskaf of tho Fourth Dynesty by H. R. Hall,
Angient Wistory of the Near Kast®, p. 127,

& Op. chops. 63 {1

¢ Cp. chap. 73 "

* Mentioned before in chaps, 45, 65, 70,
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