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His SKETCH OF the Celss, the first great nation north

of the Alps whose name we know, is not an orthodox
presentation of all the facts and surmises that have been pro-
pounded about them. It is, rather, an attempt to describe, and
discuss, some of the aspects of their life and ways that might be
looked for in an account of 2 linle-known people remote in
distance rather than in ome.

For the Celts, we have not only an abundance of archacos
logical remains, but the testimony of ancient historians, native
wraditional literature, and the results of modern philological
rescarch, Where these exist, each is integral to any true syn-
thesis, but the inquiry always continues, and the present
volume can, at most, contribute one step to a fuller knowledge,
and a clearer view, of these fascinating forerunners of the
historical nations of Western and Middle Europe.

The heritage of Celde literature, surviving from ancient
times in Ireland and Wales, is the oldest in Europe next after
Greek and Lagtin. It holds up a mimor to the modes of thar
archaic rural life in temperate Europe in which all our mots
lie. The Celts are, therefore, a very relevant factor in the
appreciation of European origins, and the ‘barbarian classics’,
in their ancient tongues, deserve a more general recognition
than they have so far received.

Some words should be said about using this book. For the
general reader, | have kept the chapters free of specialist refer-
ences, whether to individuals or publications. For the student,
I hope the notes at the end of each chaprer, and the bibliography,
will belp to substantiate the text. 1 have, however, not hesitated
to include terms, and names, in the original languages where
these have seemed to clarify the issues, of o reveal points not
widely known.

Foreword
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The Plates at the end of the book, are supported by their own
notes, and may be regarded as an album designed to give a
general impression of the Cels, their appearance, crafts, rites,
and environment, The collection is not intended 1o be 2
methodical guide to the range of archacological types and
periods. Some of the illusrations suggest how the Celis en
visaged themselves, others the impressions ceeated on the minds
of contemporary Greeks and Romans.

In writing this book, I have profited greatly from the work
of others, and their names are enshrined in the bibliography.
The quest for photographs was necessarily far-Aung, and I have

1 anxious to aveid, where possible, the more commonly
known, and oft-reproduced, subjects. In this search, my
particular thanks are due to the following for their unstinted
help: Mr R. J. C. Atkinson, Prof. H. G. Bandi, Prof.
Gerhard Bersu, Prof. Carl Blimel, Mr Rainbird Clarke,
Col. Mirio Cardozo, Prof, Wolfgang Dehn, Mlle Gabrielle
Fabre, Prof. Jan Filip, Mr R, W, Hutchinson, Dr Siegfried
Junghans, Dr Josef Keller, Herr Karl Keller-Tarnuzzer,
Dr C. M. Kraay, Prof. Juan Maluquer de Motes, Dr J.
Menzel, Dr Fr. Motton, Prof. Richard Pittioms, Col. Afonso
do Pago, Dr Miire de Paor, Dr Adolf Rieth, Mlle O, Taffanel,
Miss Elaine Tankard, Prof, Julio Martinez Santa-Olalla,
Dr J. K. St Joseph, Mr R. B. K. Stevenson, Dr Rafael von
Uslar, Monsicur André Varagnac, Mile Angele Vidal-Hall,

Finally, to Dr Glyn Daniel, and the publishers, | am under
2 special debt for their invitation to write this book, and for
their long-suffering in the fice of many delays occasioned by
the frailties of the author,

T.G.E P,



CHAPTER |

Finding the Celts

HE OLDEST SURVIVING references to the Celts are
Tw:rf brief and purely casual. Herodotus, writing in the
mid-£fih century 8.c., mentions them in connection with the
whereabouts of the source of the Danube, and Hecatacus,
who fourished somewhar earlier (. 540475 8.¢.), but whose
work is only known from later quotations, described the
Greek colony of Massilia (Marscilles) as having been founded
in the land of the Ligurians near the land of the Celts. Hecar
taeus clsewhere mentioned 2 Celtic town called Nyrax, and
this place seems best to be identified with Norcia in the ancient
region of Noricum, roughly equivalent to the modern province
of Styria in Austria,

Herodotus was not primarily concerned with cither the
source of the Danube, or with the Celts, in his great surviving
work, The Histories. Tt may be said that this was a grear mis-
fortune, for his account of peoples of whom he had firsthand
knowledge, especially the Scythians, has been shown, with the
aid of archacology, to be of the highest value, and accuracy.
What does seem to be important at this stage is thac both he,
and presumably Hecatacus, could already mention the Celts
as a people not specially 1o be explained 10 Greeks.

Some further words should be said abour these passing
teferences of Herodotus to the Celis, although he explicitly
states that his information on the far west of Europe was ill-
founded. He states twice that the Danube rose in their territory,
and that they themselves were the most westerly of the peoples
ol Europe excepe for the Cynetes who appear to have occupied
Southern Portugal.

In his first reference, Herodotus says that the source of the
Danube was near Pyrene, a name to be connected with that
of the Pyrenees, but which is known to have been a Greck

SOURCES AND
DEFINITIONS

15
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uading station on the north-east Spanish coast. He comments
further that the Celts lived beyond the Pillars of Hercules, the
Straits of Gibraltar, but he can hardly have been so misled as
to think that Pyrene also lay beyond them. Taken in all, the
evidence Herodotus provides for Celts in the Iberian peninsula
indicates that they were already widespread throughout it, and
that they were recognizably the same people as inhabited the
hinterland of Massilia, and very probably the region of Noricum.

It may be said here that the name Celtici survived in South-
western Spain to Roman times, and that this appears to have
been the anly case where the name of this widespread people
found any geographical memorial,

However misinformed Herodotus was about the location of
the head waters of the Danube, his belief that it did rise in
Celdic territory may not have rested only on its assumed associa-
ten with Pyrene. He was much more fully informed about
the Lower Danube. He knew that boats were able to penetrite
far upstream, and that the river ran through inhabited land
for its whole length. It scems quite likely that from this source
would have come reports of Celts along the upper reaches of
the river. It would not have been unreasonable to deduce that
the two sources of information referred to the same location,
The archacological evidence indeed goes far to show that the
tegion of the Upper Danube was the Celtic homeland from
which some of these people had spread to Spain, as they did
somewhat later into Italy and the Balkans.

Before the subsequent early historical references to the Celts
are summarized, it may be worth considering why their name
should appear to have been so widespread at this period. What
was involved:

It scems safe to deduce that, a the time of Herodotus, the
Grecks recognized the Celts to be a2 major barbarian people
living west and north of the Western Mediterranean, and
beyond the Alps. Ephorus, writing in the fourth century B.C.
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counted the Celts amongst the four great barbarian peoples of
the known world—the other three were the Scythians, Persians
and Libyans—and the geographer Eratosthenes, in the follow.
ing century, showed them as widespread in Western and trans
Alpine Europe. Now it is clear that when Herodotus referred
to other barbarian peoples, as the Scythians or Getae, he
tecognized them as distinctive nations or tribal confederations.
He was interested in what he could learn of their polincal
institutions, manners and customs. Languages, other than
their own, were not esteemed by the Greeks, and linguistc
distinctions between the barbarians would not theretore have
come into his consideration. It seems reasonable to suppose that
the Celts were distinguishable to Herodotus on descriptive
grounds, even if he never saw any representatives, in the same
way as other barbarian peoples might be identified. The term
Celts is therefore justifiable in a proper cthnological sense,
and should not necessarily be restricted to mean Celtic-speaking
which is 2 concept of academic thought of quite modern tmes
deriving from the pioneer linguistic studies of George Buchanan
(1506-82), and of Edward Lhuyd (1660-1709).

It is in fact clear that throughout the four centuries from
Herodotus to Julins Caesar, the Celts wete recognizable to their
southern literate neighbours by their characteristic way of life,
their political organization, and their appearance; factors,
however general and easily musincerpreted, that have ever
remained the expression of strangeness berween one population
group and another.

With regard to the actval name iwself, the Greeks wrote i
down as Keltoi, having received it orally from the native pro-
nuncistion. Except for the use of this name in a local tribal
context in Spain, a5 already mentioned, it seems elsewhere 1o
have been used in a comprehensive way to include wibes of
different names, but this evidence s based on much later
sources than Herodotus. The name Celt was never applied

i7



The Celts

Plates 70, 74

Plates 47,75

18

to the peoples of Britain and Ireland by ancient writers so far
as 1s known, and there is no evidence thar the natives ever used
this name of themselves. This, of course, does not exclude some
msular dwellers from having been Celis, but the case must
rest on other kinds of evidence. In most of their modem
popular applications, the words Celt and Celtic came into use
as a result of the rise of the Romantic Movement from the mid-
cighteenth century. These words were then borrowed from
the linguistic use to which they had been put by Buchanan and
Lhuyd, and of course they have been misapplied to such
diverse marters as insular Christian art, physical anthropology,
and all manner of things to do with “Folk Life",

The next point o be clarified is how it can be shown that
the Celts of antiquity actually spoke tongues related to the
surviving languages that in philological terminology are de-
scribed as Celuc. This can be most readily demonstrated
through the Classics in the names of chieftains and tribes, and
particular words or terms recorded as belonging to the Celes.
This body of linguistic material falls within the Celtic branch
of the Indo-European language family, and in many cases the
anciently recorded words can be shown to have survived into
the medieval and modern languages of the Celtic group.

There are three other primary sources on the language of the
ancient Celts. In the first place there is the existence of a large
number of inscriptions incorporating Celtic words and names,
but mainly written in Latin, or more rarcly in Greek. These
were inscribed on altars and other monuments in the Celric
regions incorporated within the Roman Empire, and they
have been found from as far apar as Hadrian's Wall and Asia
Minor, Portugal and Hungary. The second source is akin, It is
numismatic, but much more restricted in space. Tt is partis
cularly valuable on account of coins inscribed with names,
linguistically Celtic, that can be shown on archacological and
historical grounds to have been issued by Celtic kings or
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tribes. The third line of evidence has to do with placenames.
These are as ofien river or other tapographical names as those
of actual setlements or strongholds. A direct link can be
established in many cases through the Classics in reference to
the Celts, but the distributional evidence of Celtic placenames
in Western and Central Europe conforms closely with theregions
in which the Celts are known to have been strongest, and in
which their influence lasted longest. There is a great deal of
interpenctration of Celtic, Teutonic, Slavonic and other
place-names, and borrowing one from the other, but this is a
highly specialized philological matter, and a reliable map of
Celtic placesnames in Europe has yet to be produced. All that
will be ventured hete is to say that apart from the British Isles,
Celtic place-names have survived widely in France, Spain and
Northern Ttaly, and more sparsely between the Danube and the
Alps castwards to Belgrade. In North-west Germany they are
common to the Rhine, and extend to the Weser, perhaps even
to the Elbe. It will be understood of course that placename
distribution as it survives can only give a partial picture of the
original distribution, and that many factors may have contris
buted either to survival o to the complete oblivion of this kind
of evidence.

In introducing the term Celtic to the study of languages,
Buchanan was the first to show by means of the Classical
sources that the surviving Gaelic and Welsh languages were
descendants of the speech of the ancient Celws. The philo-
logical term is therefore itself based on the ethnological appre
ciation made by Herodotus, and followed by subsequent
historians and geogtaphers.

The faraanging geographical factor that has emerged in all
the aspects so far mentioned, makes it opportune to introduce
the archaeological approach to the reality of the Celss.

Strictly speaking, archaology is the study of the marterial
remains of human activity in the past. It may be directed to the

g
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material culture of fully historical peoples or periods, or to
periods and regions beyond the range of literate civilizations,
In the laster case it is 2 dumb science in the sense that of itself it
cannot evoke language, or elucidate the particular human
contingencies reflected in the changes and chances of the
anonymous material culture it reveals. The aim of moden
archacological research is to recover to the greatest possible
degree, and to interpret, the life of ancient communities rather
than t0 achieve mere classification of objects and monuments:
but sometimes excessive claims are made for the fears of archacos
logy which of its nature it cannot ful6l, It follows, then, that in
regard to the Celts, as they emerge from the kinds of evidertce
so faz discussed, an archacological identity must first be shown
to exist for the centuries berween Herodotus and Julius Caesar
who stand here as the upper and lower fixed points in the
historical framework. Archacology does in fact show a great
material culture province for these centuries extending over the
whole arca already indicated. These vestiges of barbaric
civilization are firmly tied in with known Celtic tribes as in
Northern Italy from the fourth centuty B.C., in Southern
France from the second, and elsewhere within the extending
Reman Empire, from the first century 5.c.

The premises and source material on which an account of
the Celts may be based have now been outlined, and the
Classical historians must be followed again in order to make a
very brief summary of the intrusion of the Celts on the literate
world of the Mediterranean. Here only a chronological skech
will be aempted, as information on the Celts themselves from
this source will be considered in the following chapters.

About a quarter of a century afier the death of Herodotus,
Northern ltaly was invaded by barbarians coming through the
Alpine passes. These invaders were Celts as is shown by their
names and description, but the Romans called them Gulli
whence derived Gallia Cirr and Trans-Alpina. Polybius
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writing more than two centuries later refers to the invaders as
Galatae, and this word was widely used by Greek writers. On
the other hand, it was recognized by Diodorus Siculus, Caesar,
Strabo, and Pausanias, that Galli and Galatae were equivalent
names for Keltoi/Celtae, and Caesar makes it clear that the
Galli of his time knew themselves by the name Celtae. Diodorus
used these names indiscriminately, but considered that Keltoi
was the more correct word, and Strabo says that this word was
known to the Greeks because of these people living behind
Massilia. Pausanias, too, gives priot antiguity to Celes rather
than to Galatians or Gauls. It would probably be impossible
to untavel the story of this ambiguity in names, but for the
present purposes it is safe to conclude that the Celis long
continued to regard themselves by this name however much
other names within their nation may have come to the fore from
the fifth century,

The Galli, or Gauls, as is the better-known English version, CAULS
settled in Italy first in the upper valley of the Po, and iw
tributarics, They procceded to overthrow and overrun the
Etruscans, whose civilization was alteady decaying, and there
can be little doubt that it was signs of Etruscan weakness that
brought visions of rich plunder and good lands for coloniza-
tion to these tans-Alpine dwellers. That they knew of the
Etruscans and had long traded with them is well demonstrated
in archacology.

The later Roman historians thought that these Celtic in
vaders had come from the north-west, from Gallia Transalpina
as known from the second century B.c. The archacological
evidence is that the invaders had come by way of the central
Alpine passes, and that their home had lain in Switzerland and
Southern Germany. The names of the principal invading tribes
are recorded. The Insubres are reported as the fist amivals, and
they eventually established their centre ar a place they called
Mediolanum, the forerunner of Milan.

b
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The Insubres were followed by at Jeast four other tribes who
scttled in Lombardy. Later comers were the Boii and Lin.
gones who had to pass through this region to find room in
Emulia, and the latest migrants, the Senones, setled in less rich
land along the Adriatic coast in Umbria, Not only did the
Celuc invaders move as would-be seulers with their fumilies
and possessions, but fastmoving warrior bands raided far to
the south. Apulia and even Sicily were reached, and Rome
Wwas 2 prime target from its successful sacking about 390 B.C.
to the decisive battle of Telamon in 225 B.c. when a vast
Gaulish army, including warriors newly brought in from
beyond the Alps, was caught between two Roman forces and
defeated. The end of Cisalpine Gaulish independence came
only in 192 B.c. when the Romans defeated the Boii at their
stronghold; a place that was to become the modern Bologna.

To the cast, the Celts come within historical notice first in
369-168 B.C., when bands of them were Serving as mercenaries
in the Peloponnese. This fact assumes a considerable penetras
tion of Celtic migration into the Balkans before this date. In
13§ B.C,, when Alexander the Crear was campaigning in
Bulgaria, he received deputations from all the peoples living
near the Lower Danube, and amongst these was an embassy
from Celis who were described as of the Adriatic, Some two
generations later 2 horde of Galatae descended upon Macedonia
in mid-winter. Some special misfortune must have driven them
to move at this season, especially as they were accompanied by
their famulies and waggons, They proceeded to loot, and seek
places to seule. The ensuing campaign is well reported in
Greek history, and the invaders were subjected to continuous
guerrilla warfare, The names Bolgios and Brennus are recorded
as leaders of thus Celtic migration, but it is not improbable that
these were the names of tribal gods rather than those of mortal
chieftains. The people, allegedly under Brennus, attacked
Delphi, and in so doing broughe about their own destruction.
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The Greeks, with an eye for national differences, matched the
Persian shields already hanging as trophies in the temple of
Apollo at Delphi with a set of Celtic ones. Surely the earliest . Plate 47
display in comparative ethnology.

The Celts were sufficiently potent to remain in the Balkans
for some time longer, but the most curious adventure in Celuc
miggation, recorded historically, was that undertaken by two
tribes who had parted from those who had invaded Macedonia.
These moved south-east to the Dardanelles, and by enlisting in
local disputes, got themsclves transported into Asia Mmor
where again great vistas were opened up for plunder and settles
ment. They were joined by a third wribe, the Tectosages, who
had appatently won their way out of Greece after the defeat at
Delphi. These three tribes enjoyed a period of almost unchecked
banditry, but were finally restrained, and seuled in Northern
Phrygia; henceforward to be known as Galatia. These mibes GALATIANS
possessed a common sanctuary, recorded in its Celtic name
Drunemeton, and the Tectosages inhabited the district of modern Fig, 28
Ankara. The Galatians, as they may now be called, retained
their individuality for many centuries. Cut off from their Euro-
pean origins, they remained in isolation, eventually to lend
their name to Christian communities, the recipients of St Paul's
Epistle. Later still, the Galatians are the subject of 2 most
interesting note by St Jerome, who, writing in the fourth
century A.D., reporied that, in addition to speaking Greek,
they had a language of their own which was akin to that of the
Treveri. Now St Jetome, who had wavelled in Roman Gaul,
must have been acquainted with the Treveri who were a wibe
seitled in the district of Trier, on the Moselle. It is possible that
St Jerome would have heard a purer form of Celtic amongst the
Treveri than in more Latinized territory farther west into Gaul,
It is difficult otherwise to account for his mentioning this
particular tribe in what must be consideted a scholarly com-
parison. A comparable survival may be instanced in the Gothic
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BELGAE

language that was spoken in the Crimea. It was implanted in
the third century A.p., cut off by the Slavs about 2 hundred
years later, but did not die out completely before some of it was
recorded in the seventeenth century.

So far the emphasis has been laid on the eadiest historical
documentation for the appearance of the Celts, and it has been
said that by the carly third century B.c. they were already
extended in an are from Spain to Asia Minor with a necessary,
but implied, source in the European wilderness north of the
Alps, a region normally beyond the range of travel to civilized
Mediterraneans. The historical sources for the second and first
centuries B,C. only extend the geographical disposition of the
Celts in the sense that it became realized that the whole of
Gaul (France) was occupied by them, and that by then they
were a people at least panly in retreat from across the Rhine.
In the first century 8.¢. Gaul, which now remained the sole
continental Celtic stage, became incorporated within the
Roman Empirc, and thus passed into the full light of history.
Caesar’s description of native Gaul, ethnographically divisible
between the Aquitani in the southowest, the Belgac in the
north-east, and the Celtae clsewhere, must be considered in
the light of archacology, but here immediate interest rests on the
Belgae who were his most warlike and stbbom opponents.,
These people inhabited the north-eastern parss of Gaul, and
according to Cacsar, proclaimed their pride in an untamed
Germanic origin. This would seem in fact to mean no more
than that they had trans/Rhenine origins for they spoke a Celtic
language very similar to that spoken by the other Celts of Gaul,
and their chieftains had Celtic names. The question of the
carly value of the name German is imporant in the present
study, bue for the time being it must be left aside in order 1o
follow the historical link, provided by Caesar, that brings
Britain within the Celtic world. Caesar teported that before
his own tme, Belgic settlements had been made in South.
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castern Britain. This is the first and only record from historical
sources of Celtic, or part Celtic, migration to Britain. There
is 2 mass of other evidence to show that there had been earlier
Celtic settlements, but it is as well to be clear on the exact
nature of the sources. What then is the value for the present
purpose, of the early references in Classical literature to Britain
and Ireland :

In the sixth century 8.C., and almost certainly well before
the year §30, a voyage was undertaken from Massilia down the
cast Spanish coast, through the Pillars of Hercules, and along
the Adantic seaboard to the city of Tartessos. This was not
likely to have been the first of such voyages from Massilia,
but on the ship's return someone wrote an account of it giving
information not only on the Spanish coasts, but on lands far
to the north along the Adantic scaways of Europe. The account
of this voyage is known as the Massiliote Periplus, and it
survives in fragments only, quoted in the poem Ora Maritima
by Rufiss Festus Avienus who fourished in the fourth century
A.D. The internal evidence of the Periplus shows that it was
composed before the overthrow of Tartessos by the Cartha-
ginians, and the consequent closing of the Adlantic sea trade
to the Greek colonial world.

Tartessos, which probably lay near the mouth of the Guadal-
quivir, had been in friendly trade relations with the Greeks
since the chance voyage, beyond the Pillars of Hercules, of
Colacus of Samos about 638 B.c. The Massiliote Periplus
reported that the Tartessians traded as far north as the Oestrym-
nides, which arc taken to be the islands and peninsula of
Brittany. Furthermore, the Tartessians said the Oestrymnians
traded with the inhabitants of two large islands, Irmé and
Albion. This is the earliest reference to Ireland and Britain, and
the words are Greek forms of names which survived amongst
the natives speaking the Irish branch of Celtic. The Old Irish
Eriu, and modern Eire, are derived from an carlier form which

BRITAIN AND
IRELAND

Fig. 1
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gave lerné in Greek, and the name Alby was used by the Irish
for Britain down to the tenth eentury A.p. It is another matter
as to whether these two names should be considered as of
genuine Celtc origin, or whether they are Celtic adaptions
from an older language. On the whole it seems thar a case can
be made out for their being Celtic, but the nature of the
evidence is too slight to press an absolute decision.

Avienus, however late a source in himself, preserved a very
valuable record in the Massiliote Periplus, but the names
Iené and Albion had anyway come to the general knowledge
of Greek geographers, such as Eratosthenes, by the middle of
the third century B.c. It should perhaps be said here that
although Awvienus refers to the Carthaginian Himilco, an
explocer of the sixth century 5.c., the latter does not appear to
have visited the British Isles as has sometimes been alleged.

The voyage of Pytheas of Massilia, about 325-323 B.c., is the
next most ancient source for Ireland and Britain, bur here they
are referred to collectively as the Pretanic islands. Pytheas is again
an author only known atsecond hand, but he is quoted, usually
with disbelief, by 2 number of writers including Polybius,
Strabo, and Avienus. The name of the inhabitants would have
been Pritani ot Priten, and these probably are genuine Celtic
names. They survived in the native tongue to give the word
Prydain, in Welsh, for what is now understood as Britain, and
this latter name comes apparently from a Latin mispronuncia.
tion which gave rise o Britannia, and Britanni, as used by
Caesar. There is no doubt from all this, and from the descrips
tion given by Pytheas of his navigation, that the Pretanic
islands were IernE and Albion. One of the later Greek geo-
graphers in fact states this to be the case.

It is very interesting that Pytheas should appear not to have
used the two older names of lernz and Albion when mentions
ing the Pretanic islands. It may possibly mean thar the people
of Massilia, who had overland trade routes with the northewest,
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aleeady knew this name so that it required no explanation,
But, in view of the fact that Pytheas seems only to have visited
Britain, and not Ireland, it may mean that he was led to
assume a general similarity between the inhabitants of the two
islands. It may be said now that while an equivalent for the
name Preteni exists in Irish literature it designates certain
inhabitants of Britain, and, secondarily, setlers therefrom in
Ireland. It would be tempting, of course, to suppose that the
introduction of the name Pretanic to Greek usage by the fourth
century B.C. indicated a new and predominant population in
Briain (Albion); one that had not yet come abour in the days
of the Massiliote Periplus,

These points may pethaps prepare the way for other prob.
lems, especially connected with the Celtic languages, which
must at least be stated once the archacological evidence has
been summarized.

Herodotus and Caesar have been used as the historical land,
marks in this chapter on finding the Celts: Herodotus, not
only ort account of his antiquity but for his stature as the father
of history and anthropology; Caesar, because his campaigns
brought to an end the independence of the selfnamed Celes,
Thete is, of course, much useful information on the Celts, and
on the British Isles, in Classical authors after Caesar, but they
do not contribute greatly to setting the stage. The next task is to
review the problem in archaealogy.

Most archacologists if asked what appeared to be the culeural
seting for the historically known Celts, from Herodotus to
Cacsar, would have liule difficulty in answering, especially if
trained in the Continental schools, that the widespread iron.
using material cultutes, known by the names of Hallscact and
La Tene, substantiated, geographically and chronologically,
the historical records. It would be possible to proceed immedi
ately to give particulars in support of this statement, but it
seems preferable, even at the great risk of oversimplification, to
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seck a more remote archacological stanting-point, and to pro-
ceed independently into the centuries and regions that are
tluminated by history.

The gradual improvement of climatic conditions at the end
of the Quaternary Ice Age successively opened up new regions
for human habitation from south to north across rans-Alpine
Europe. By the ninth millennium 8.c., even that northern zone
which stretched from the Pennines eastward to Denmark and
the Baltic lands, had been penetrated by primitive hunters and
fishers. Climatological trends in due course brought into
existence the natural zone of emperate Europe, and, for mil-
lennia, the human population within it remained one of small
food-secking communities ranging widely in their particular
ecological territories. In physical types, these folk would have
been no less mixed than were the Upper Palacolithic stocks
from whom they were descended. Any infusion of new blood
brought by possible intruders from the Eurasiatic steppes on
the one hand, or from Spain, ot even Narth-west Africa on the
other, would already have removed the chance of the existence
of pure races in Europe. Throughout the whole zone of tem»
perate Europe, interchange and fusion, reflected in surviving
material culture, occurred from time to time and area to area.
These people may be regarded as the oldest population of the
zone, and they formed a principal source from which all sub-
sequent population groups were o a greater or lesser extent
deriv

These Mesolithic people were probably not disturbed unal
the fourth millennium B.c. when primitive cultivators and
stock raisers had begun to spread northwards from the peri-
phery of the urban avilizations of the "Most Ancient East’, In
temperate Europe, the earliest and most important Neolithic
immigrants entered from the southveast, and took possession of
the rich and easily worked loess lands of the Middle Danube
basin, spreading thence to the Rhine and is prncipal

HEOQLITHIC
IMMIGRANTS
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wributaries, to the confluence area of the Saale and the Elbe, and
to the head waters of the Oder.

Somewhat later, Neolithic economy, brough, again in the
first instance, by immigrants, spread from the Western Medi,
terrancan along the Atlantic coasts of Europe to the British
Isles, although the carliest Neolithic settlers in Britain seem to
have come from a route that had struck north from the Gulfof
Lions through Eastern France.

These relatively sedentary cconomies, with their greater
paraphernalia and resources for survival, almost everywhere
made a significant impact on the older Mesolithic populations.
Barter seems first to have stimulated the economy and material
cultre of the indigenous people, but in due time, fusion in
material culture seems to indicate some welding of population
and consequent adjustments in economy. When, as a result of
cither the Danubian or Western Neolithic heritages, the whole
of temperate Europe had come within the scope of primitive
shifting, and highly wasteful, farming practice, the Mesolithic
way of life continued only around the northern and eastern
margins of the zone. By the beginning of the second millens
nium B.c.,, a continuum of inter-related material cultures can be
distinguished spread across Europe and showing great variety
i origins, capabilities, and in degree of communication with
the increasingly civilized world of the Eastern Mediterranean.
At about this same date, it is possible to distinguish two diver-
gent wends in the Neolithic economies of temperate Europe.
In the nverine areas, cereal cultivation would appear to have
continued, though perhaps on a somewhar diminished scale,
but in upland country, and over the North European plain,
pastoralism, not necessanily nomadic, was the predominant
way of life. By analogy with examples in historical times,
whether in Europe or elsewhere, it is reasonable to assume that
such divergences in occupadon and habitat imply different
social groupings or palitical units, It is in fact not unreasonable
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to speak of the emergence of pastoralist and agricultural tribes,
whether or not individual mibal units can always be dis
tinguished through the media of distinctive material culture.

The first half of the second millennium B.c. is also important EARLY USE
for the introduction of the metal wade into Europe, and the OF METALS
eventual establishment of metallurgy amongst the natives. I is
not altogether clear whether this came about only through trade
and the diffusion of techniques, or whether immigration from
Asia Minor was not also a significant factor.

The earliest copper and bronze objects, mainly ormaments
and weapons, are found in Greece and the Eastern Balkans with
extensions to the Middle Danube and Transylvania, These
things have in the main Anatolian prototypes, but at least, in
Greece and Macedonia, if not fasther north, Anatolian pottery
styles supgest that immigrant families, not just itnerant
tradesmen, were concerned.

Matters of considerable importance for the present study
arise at this stage. To begin with, it i1s possible, bur certainly
not proven, that Anatolian settlers may have brought with
them an Indo-European language. This question rests largely
on the further clarification of Anatolian archacology, and the
distribution and chronology of written documents. Whatever
the language of the early metal workers in the Balkans, their
infuence was great in Central Europe, and one of the most
distinctive objects that they waded or carried northward was the
copper or bronze shaft-hole axe.

The Neolithic pastoralist mibes in Central and Northern
Europe had already developed, from Mesolithic antler proto-
types, perforated stone axes, but now a new fashion spread for
which there were metal exemplars. These, like the older forms,
were perforated for mounting on a wooden shaft or handle.
The main regional cultures came each to possess a character-
istic rype, buc these are not exclusive to one or two primary
forms which show most clearly their derivation from metal
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Fip. 2. Stone battle-sxe copping metsl protorype. Jutlend, Leagth 7 in.

originals. The pastoralists had, in fact, produced for them-
selves stone replicas in substitution for the more exotic mexal
axes that were too rare, and, doubtless, too expensive, to be
obtained in quanity.

There was, however, another route by which knowledge of
the meal shafi-hole axe may have come to European Neolithic
pastoralists. This was across the Pontic steppes from the
Caucasus.

From the area north of these mountains, north-westwards o
the Lower Dnicper, thete also ranged pastoral peoples. The
comparative wealth, and grandiose pretensions, of those living
around the Kuban and Terek rivers are reflected in the tombs
of their chieftains, These people, in juxtaposition to the
important metallurgical resources of the Caucasus, and the
trading activities of the city states of Asiz Minor and Upper
Mesopotamia, may be said to have set the fashion for the
pastoralists lying farther north and west over the grasslands,

The question of Indo-European speech arises here again
with regard to the Pontic tribes; for if] as some consider, the
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rulers of the Hittites sprang from this kind of sociery, geo-
graphical contiguity might presuppose for their origin the
Kuban.Terek area. Perhaps, however, Northern Anatalia had
always been within the homeland zone of Indo-Europeans.

In addition to the factor of metal, or stonessubstitute banle
axes, the Pontic and European pastoralists held in common
cerrain other archacologically discernible traits. These are, in
fact, probably of greater ethnological significance than an easily

Fig. 3. Corded Ware
pottiry wesiil. Jutland,
Hright 8 in.

carried weapon however distinctive, Single-grave inhumation,
often under a round tumulus, or barrow, was the principal
burial rite, and, in potery, some shapes and types of decora-
tion, are very widespread. While all these people herded carle
and swine, there is no doubt that in some regions cultivation
of ceteal crops was undertaken if only on a very small scale.
Perhaps the greatest interest attaches to the question as to
whether these people kept hormses, and in what way these
animals were used. This matter again has its linguisuc aspect
for the documentary evidence of the mid-second millennium,

‘BATTLE-AXE
COMPLEX

Fig. 3
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in Hitite and related sources, indicates a prime relationship
between horse-raising and Indo-European terminology, even
with personal names that contain a ‘horse’ element.

Horse bones, wgether with those of caule and pig, are not
uncommon in graves throughout the culturezone under dis-
cussion, but even the domestic horse might have been kept first
for food and milk. On the other hand, the tarpan, the small
Eurasiatic horse in question, is not likely to have been herded
indiscriminately with catdle as a food beast, and on practical
grounds it seems likely that its great value as a burden carriet
must have been appreciated ar a very early date, The use of the
hotse by pastoralists, in the third and second millennia 8.c.,
should not presuppose greater speed of movement than was
conditioned by their other animals. The tarpan was probably
most useful as a ‘pack-pony’, and riding, rather than mere
sitting, was a later development due largely to selective breeding
and beter feeding. It seems now certain thar block-wheel
vehicles were coming into use in the Middle Danubian region
in the carly second millennium s.c., but they are more likely
to have been drawn by oxen than by horses.

This complex of factors in widespread traits of material
culture, in the significance of the horse, and in linguistic
inferences, has been made much of in the past to create the idea
of Indo-European warrior peoples irrupting, in the early
second millennium n.c., from Northern Europe, or, alter
natively, from the Eurasiatic steppes, to dominate most of the
rest of Europe, and regions even farther afield in the Near and
Central East. The exclusive northern ongin, or even the
existence of such an expansive migration, cannot now be
seriously maintained, while a total eastern origin secks an ever
more elusive homeland,

In the present writer's view the archacological gradations
discernible across the territory between the Black Sea and the
Baluc reflect, for the most par, the development of common
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ideas and requirements amongst population groups already
interrelated by virtue of their essendal identity in environment
and pursuits. This would have come about without any
significant quantitative migration in one direction or another,
but, during the early part of the second millennium 8.c., new
stimuli in material culture, and in the use of the horse, spread
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Fig. 3 Bell Beaker pottery vessel. Livide. Heighe 5§ in

from the south-east at the hands both of pastoralists and pros-
pector crafismen living on the periphery of the civilizations of
Asia Minor. While there seem to be indications that Indo-
European languages were already spoken by this dare in parts of
Anatolia, no more can be said for Europe than thas all the
grassland dwellers within the continuum may be expected to
have belonged to an embracive language group.

It is only in such a general sense that, on available know-
ledge, the 'battlesaxe’ pastoralisss may be claimed as Indo-
European, but notice should be taken of another distinctive
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group more or less contemporary in the archacological record.
These are the Beaker people, so called from their fine, reddish,
and very distinctive, pottery vessels designated by the older
antiquaries as drinking beakers.

In general the Beaker people also appear to have been
pastoralists. Their principal weapon was the bow, with arrews
mounting barbed Rint heads. Sheep probably formed their
main stock, and they ranged widely in Westemn Europe, but
interpenctrated in a deep zone, roughly from Bohemia to
Britain, with the Battle-Axe pastoralists. The Beaker pottery
seems most probably to have developed from an Early
Neolithic ceramic tradition in the Western Mediterranean
region, and the ‘Beaker Culture’ may perhaps best be
explained as 2 western example of that movement towards
predominancly pastoralist economy that has already been
explained as a tendency widespread 1n Neolithic Europe.

Although of different stocks, the one Eurasiatic, the other
Mediterrancan, if not perhaps in some small pan North
African, the Baule-Axe and Archer pastoralists, respectively,
can be envisaged as complementary phenomena. It is not
necessary here to follow the ramifications of Beaker appearance
i Spanish and French caves, or in the collective tombs of
Western Neolithic agriculturalists from Portugal 1o Scotland.
The Beaker people seem to have had an aptitade for penetrating
other societies, if indeed they did not come s overlords, In
isolation, they are found as practising single-grave burial, but
not originally with covering barrows, and occasional meral
weapons and ornaments show that they were sometimes in
barter relations with copper- or bronzeworking communities,

The real imporance of the Beaker people for subsequent
umes lies in their relations with the other, Eurasiatic or Batde-
Axe, group of pastoralists for, in the common zone running
across Central Europe, and even in Britain, there were born
various hybrid cultures from these two stems. The Batles A xe
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clement in these hybrids always seems to have predominated
in the end. In Britain, the assumption that the Beaker people
were of Indo-European stock was sometimes the basis of
linguistic suppositions, whereas it is now seen that the creators
of the mixed BeakerBattle-Axe cultures may well have
derived their speech from their eastern rather than their western,
parent.

Whatever views may be held about the linguistuc affinities of
the pastoralists, eastern or western, the developing scene in the
early and middle phases of the Bronze Age in temperate
Europe shows the continuation of impomant groups, stll
mainly pastoralist, who were increasingly equipped with
bronze weapons, but who maintained their old environment,
and tradition of single-grave barrow bural for chiefrains. The
warrior lord was now often adorned with gold-mounted orna-
ments and weapons. The bartle-axe became rare and was a
symbol rather than 2 weapon, Of these later and more clearly
aristocratic societics, three may be pariculatly mentioned as
examples: the South German Tumulus Culure, the Danish
Bronze Age in its Second Period, the Wessex Culture of
Southern Brtain. Their optimum period may probably be
placed in the fificenth century B.C.

It will not have been forgotten meanwhile that there existed
a medley of other population groups, some more predomin.
antly agricultural, and some forming remnants of older stocks
and even more primitive ways of life. In Cenmal Europe
especially, the riverine communities may well have formed an
element in the over-all cconomy of the more dominant pastoral-
ists, providing through vassalage, ot as the object of plunder,
commodities and services that were otherwise unobrainable.

The increasing dryness of the climate in temperate Europe
during the secand millennium 8.¢., which, earlier, may have
been in part responsible for the decline in cereal cultivation,
seems eventually to have reduced further the agriculiural
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scttlement. The evidence in surviving material culture and
burial ritual indicates a general absorption of populations
within the pastoralist tradition, and before the end of the
thirteenth century 5.C., in that region north of the Alps, from
Bohemia to the Rhine, crucial for the origin of the Celts, the
stage became set for a final series of interrelared events within
prehistory.

These events are discernible first in the appearance of a
radically changed material culture complex, and associated
burial rite, in the broad riverine lands of the Upper Danube,
centred especially in Austria and Bavaria, with an important
related group in South-western Bohemia, The bearers of this
culture were sewded farming people so that their dismbution is
largely different from that of the older established pastoralists.
The climate can indeed hardly have become so arid that the
older cultivators had abandoned the river plains for this reason
only, but the newcomers certainly brought a higher standard
of farming practice.

In the period following their initial appearance, these people
lived in rectangular wooden houses in village or large home-
stead groups, usually defended by earthworks or palisades. To
them can be auributed the beginnings of true sedentary mixed
farming in Europe, and—at the time almost as important—the
great development of the bronze industry with new working and
casting techniques, new forms of weapons and twols, and the
application of metal w0 a much wider range of uses than hither.
to. The dead were generally cremated, and the broken bones
placed in an um for burial in a Aat cemetery, Many of these
cemeterics assumed large proportions and have been called
urnfields so that the descriptive labels ‘Umiicld Period’ and
‘Umnficld Culture” have come into vse.

This rural barbaric civilizaton spread widely on suitable
land in and around the Upper Danube. It took firm root
around the Swiss lakes, in the Upper and Middle Rhine valleys,
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and eventually spread, as will be recounted, even farther west
and north. The expansion was slow, evidently a genuine land-
winning as need arose, but, in advance, went trade with the
older populations; the final result was amalgamation of the old
and the new cultures, the latter greatly predominating, but the
former, from area to arca, contributing distinctive features.
It is this total population of the so-called "Nonh Alpine

Fig, 5  Reconitriction of
castebromze wheel ([ Younper
Urnfield Culture), Cortaillod,
Switzerland, Diameter 194 .

Umfield Provinee', centred in Southern Germany and Switzer-
land, that demands special scrutiny in relation to the coming
into existence of the Celts.

The background of the older inhabitants who provided the
indigenous element in the province has been sketched. It is
now important to try to ascertain some of the facts and problems
connected with the background of the new impulses, for large
scale invasion scarcely provides a complete explanaton.

Fig. 6

i9



The Celts

ANTECEDENTS
OF THE
‘URNFIELD
COMPLEX

For this purpose the south-eastern zone of Europe must again
be considered. The Anatolian connections that had established
copper- and bronzesworking carly in the second millennium
8.¢. continued to be active along the main lines of passage
through the Balkans and across the Middle Danube to the
auriferous tributaries of the River Tizsa, and to Transylvania
where rich copper deposits were located. In all this region
vigorous Bronze Age cultures came into existence, but theic
distribution is seemingly selective to areas of industry and trade.
Information is somewhat constrained by the nature of archaco-
logical research so far conducted in this grea region, but large,
and long surviving, Bronze Age communities were established
at many places along the Middle Danube, including the foot-
hills of the Slovakian mountains, as well as in Transylvama
and the drainage area of the Tizsa tributarics. By the middle of
the second millennium B.C., the most imporant exotic
influence at work in the region emanated from the Minoan-
Mycenaean civilization of the Aegean. This may largely be
attributed to the southward wading of gold and copper, and
possibly ather, now invisible, raw materials such as slaves.

There are three points of perhaps special significance to be
borne in mind about the Middle Danubian populaton in their
full Bronze Age. The people were seuled village dwellers with
an implicit agricultural food supply, their burial rite was
predominantly that of um cremation contributing to very large
Hat cemeteries, and their metal industry was paracularly open
to Mediterranean influences so that new types of weapons and
tools had been most easily absorbed therefrom,

It is opportune to note here that the lords of the Mycenacan
world in the midsecond millennium B.c. were Indo-
Europeans, apparently speaking Greek as the recent decipher-
ment of their “Linear B” script seems to show. Cremation,
however, was not practised in Greece at this ume.

The cremation rite as seen first in the Hungarian Bronze Age,
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and later practised over so much of Europe to the west and
north, provides a problem of some difficulty. Cremation had
centainly been practised at times in Eastern and Central Europe
by various Neolithic communities, and it probably continued
into later times for occasional use; perhaps for special ritual
sinzations, The whole nature of the umntield rite seems never.
theless to indicate a newer concept. The most that can be said
here is that there are increasing indications of the existence of a
cremationrite province in Asia Minor during the centuries in
question, and that many features of the urnfield pottery in
Hungary, and the area immediately to the west, show Ana-
tolian characteristics, if not explicit derivation from ultimate
onental metal prototypes. By conmast to the Mycenaeans, the
Hittite royal burial rite was cremation, as is known from con-
temporary written records, and 2 cremation cemetery has
recently come to light at their capital. It may be, then, that
South-eastern Europe, as far up as the Lirle Carpathians, should
be thought of as a province within the general sphere of
Anatolian colwre throughout the second millennium s.c., if
not from a date sall earlier.

In the heyday of Mycenacan power, European trade had
been mainly directed to that market, and had brought attendant
reflexes in techniques and decorative fashions. On the gradual
decline of Mycenae, and the disruption of the Hitite Empire,
beginning in the thireenth century B.C., the framework of
international order, and economics, had crumbled, The evi-
dence for this, and for widespread plundering raids, by land and
sea, around the shores of the Eastern Mediterranean is well
known. The supposition that the plunderers were Central
Europeans is far from convincing—there were lots of bar
barians nearer at hand, but the effect in the Middle Danube
must have been very considerable. Invasion and turmoil may
well account there for the discontinuance of occupation at

many village sites, together with the appearance in the Upper
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Danubian area of some if not many new settlers, This is but
one aspect of a very large problem, for the existence of umnficlds
in Northern Iraly, and more remotely, nonh of the Car
pathians, in Eastern Germany and Poland, invelve population
groups, and cultures, lying perforce outside the immediate
purpose of this ; _

To rewurn, therefore, to the antecedents of the intrusive
element bearing the Urnfield culture to the Upper Danube,
three points may especially be borne in mind, Firstly thac che
new pottery styles are represented in at least some Middle
Danubian village mounds and cremation cemeteries, in the
latest phases respectively of occupation or internment. Here also
is an indication of the source of improved agricultural wadition
established by the Urnfielders, no less than for their burial rite,
and manual crafts. Secondly, the Hungarian bronze industry
had for long been the technological superior of its western
contempotaries. This factor goes some way to explain the use
by the Umfiddders of new metal types, especially the bronze
cut-andsthrust sword, and beaten sheevmetal work. Thirdly,
the development on a large scale of copper mining in the
Eastern Alps should perhaps be considered in relation to the
tempotary decline, or unavailability, of Transylvanian or
Slovakian resources, notwithstanding the hypothesis that
Mycenaean interests were here also at work shortly before the
breakdown of that civilization’s prosperity. It would appear
that most of the phenomena of the Upper Danubian Urnfield
cultures can be referred to conditions in the Middle Danubian
basin, but the possibility of longer-distance connections,
especially from the steppelands, running simultancously with
these events should not be quite ignored.

The relevance of all these considerations now comes into a
clearer light because the pattern in rural sertlementand economy,
in material culture, and partly in burial ritual, established in the
North Alpine Umfield province, is found to be continuous,
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HORSEMEN
AND
CHIEFTAIRS

however variously enriched, into and throughout the span of
the historical Celss.

The foregoing pages have outlined an archaeological inter-
pretation of the build-up of prehistorie population groups in
Middle Europe down to a phase of consolidation that may be
taken as achieved by the beginning of the tenth century B.c.
it would appear from grave furniture that there was no very
great disparity in swtus amongst the Umnfielders, although
cremation urns, when accompanied by swords, and other
adjuncts, may very well represent the graves of chieftains, or
heads of free families, such as might be expected in small rural
societies. That there were at least occasional greater chicftains
15 evidenced by such graves as that found ar Milaved in
Bohemia, where 2 bronze vessel, mounted on wheels, contained
the cremation, and was accompanied by a bronze sword, and
other things. In Bavara, there is the recent discovery, at
Hart an-der Alz, of a cremation grave with a fine sword, three
bronze vessels, a set of high quality pottery vessels, presumably
for an other-world feast, and, most interesting of all, burnt
fragments of the bronze fittings for a four-whecled waggon. This
15 the carliest direct evidence for the use of waggons amongst
the Urnfielders.

The question of chieftainship 15 immediately important, for
the remaining archacological additions to the North Alpine
province seem to have to do with overlords rather than with any
supplementation of the farming population.

In considering this matter there are several factors to be taken
into account. In addition to the existence of Urnfielder ruling
families, on however small a scale, there is the question of a re-
emergence of some of the old pastoralist warrior stocks, and this
15 a high probability in view of the cultural amalgamations
that took place during the course of the Umnfield expansion.
There are, however, new phenomena which seem to point
to new intrusions from the cast. Within the eighth century n.c.,
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and therefore within the last phase of the Urnfield Late Bronze
Age, there appear in Hungary, and westwards to the southern
pats of the North Alpine province, bronze horse-bits, and
bridle mounts, which are closely related in form to types found
across the Pontic steppes in Cancasia and, even farther aficld,
in Iran. Considerable difficultics exist concerning the dating
and priority of these objects, and, therefore, as 1o how this

Fig. 7. Reconstraction of orientsletype bridle from bronze fittings
fowmd at Mindelbeim, Baveris ( Estly Hallitatt Culture).

hoesesgear should be interpreted. It scems on the whole that
horsemen with far-flung connections over the steppes were in
fact involved, but neither their number, nor their linguistic
importance, need have been very great. Their contribution
was a stimulus in things martial and in improved horse
management, and they may even have been veteran mercenaries
from the armies of Assyria and Urartu. These latest Bronze
Age horsemen have not been found buried with waggons, of
in any very great state, but next in the archacological sequence
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appear the tombs of very important warriors who must be
considered as conmbuting a grear deal to the formaton of the
Celts.

In these tombs the corpse was laid out unbumnt on a waggon,
or the dismantled pans of one, often enclosed in a wooden
chamber beneath a barrow. The man was equipped with an
sron sword, and spears, a plentiful supply of pottery, and joints
of beef and pork. In addition to the waggon parts, there was
sometimes & wooden yoke for a pair of horses, a pair of bronze
bits, and a third bit presumably for a riding-horse. First of all,
these people appear to have been the initiators of an iron-using
economy in Middle Europe, and their material culture is
known by the name of Hallstatt from a site in Austria where it
was early discovered. Secondly, and of more immediate
importance, these princely tombs, the aldest of which lic in
Bohemia, Upper Austria, and Bavaria, set the fashion, by
inhumation with a funerary car, for a long series of rich burials
which come to represent the backbone of knowledge on Celtic
chieftainship, and culture, from the time of Herodotus to
beyond—if only in Britain—that of Caesar.

Who were these Hallstatt Tron Age chieftains2 Their horse-
gear is an elaboration of that of their predecessors from the east,
but it is more divergent in form from the oriental examples.
The iron swords, or bronze copies of the iron type, find their
nearest parallels around the Upper Adnade, parucularly in
Bosnia. The wood-built burial chamber under a barrow seems
to point either to an castern source, also drawn upon by the
Scythians, or to reflect influence stemming ultimately from the
Etruscans whose bunial pomps with funerary cars and inhuma-
tion, had reached their height at this ime. The nitual use of 2
vehicle, real or miniature, had of course been known in
Bohemia and Bavaria for some centuries previously.

In view of the preponderant Urnfield element in the early
Hallstatt culture, and its continuity throughout later phases,
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it seems likely, on present evidence, that the first cartgrave
chieftains with iron swords were natives, if only by inter-
marriage and a generation or two's descent. Their presence in
the North Alpine zone opened the way for more intensive
cultural borrowings from the Adriatic; before an apparent
move westwards in the political centre of gravity encouraged
the opmng up of trade by the Rhéne valley with Greek
Massilia, and then, by Central Alpine routes, with the
Ertruscans.

Fig, 8. Browze maffle-bit, and check bars (54 i, bigh), Thelmdiring, Bavaria,

The waggon graves form only the most remarkable of the
known burials of the first Hallstatt period, but there is a special
feature in their disribution as a type, from Early Hallstare to La
Téne times, suggesting that they may all belong to one par-
cular tribe or royal family, Whereas the carlier tombs of this
kind lic in Bohemia, Bavaria, and Upper Ausima, the majority Fig. ¢
of those belonging to the sixth century s.c. are found in
Wiirtemberg, Swizerland and the Upper Rhine with
outliers in Burgundy. In the carly fifth century, when Etrusean
trade had become direct, the funerary car became the two-
wheeled chariot, and the main distribution then fell between
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the Middle Rhine, at Koblenz, and the Moselle. Shortdy after-
wards, Champagne became an impottant centre, and evencu-
ally Britain, in the third century, received some warriors
burying in this radition. It looks very much as if a dominant
warrior society had moved, for reasons not altogether under.
stood, across the North Alpine provinee in the course of some
two centuries. The old areas were not completely descried by
these people, bue the centre of power and wealth certainly drew
westwards, It is perhaps worth mentioning here that it is
only in the latest Hallstart chieftains’ tombs that gold oma-
ments begin to appear, and this must be related to the beginning
of direct relations with the Etruscans, for it is in these tombs,
and in those of the ensuing La Téne culture of the fifth century,
that actual Etruscan metal imports are found. At this point the
archacological display is fully contemporary with the early
Classical references to the Celis, but a return to the seventh
century is first necessary in order to consider a valuable inter.
penetration of archacological and philological evidence.
Placenames, linguistically Celuic, are widespread in Spain
and Porugal and correspond very generally with the dis
tribution pattern of umnfields belonging to an intrusion whose
antecedents can be traced back through Southern France, and
the Rhéne valley to within the south-western area of the North
Alpine Urnfield province. This expansion, which had started
in Late Bronze Age times and conditions, hardly reached
Catalonia before the migrants were overtaken by metal and
ornamental styles emanating from the new Hallstatr culture in
the old homeland. The Catalonian urnfields would seem to
date from not earlicr than the beginning of the seventh century,
but whatever their actual initial date, they represent the only
satisfactory explanation for the introduction of Celtic place-
mames to the Pennsula. The Umfild people eventually
spread widely south and west from Catalonia, and other,

somewhat later, groups entered the Peninsula from the western
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Fig. 9. Chieftains’ graves with vebicles, showing primeipal aress of eoncentration.

end of the Pyrenees, establishing themselves along the whole
Atlantic coast. These western people were still largely un-
absarbed by the older established inhabitants when this region
came within the Roman Empire in the second century 8.C.
Here, then, is the archacological and philological background
to the Celts of Herodots who lived around Pyrene, and
beyond the Pillars of Hercules.

The question now arises as to whether these Urnfield
migrants 1o Catalonia already called themselves Celts, albeit
Celtic-speaking in modern terminelogy, ot if it was a follow-up
of Hallstate warriors that brought zbout the adoption of this \
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name. The lanter view is favoured by the present writer because
it would seem thar only after the emergence of Hallstan warrior
society did a mechanism come into being that could bring
together, under a national name, barbarian mibes from Spain,
through Middle Europe, to the eastern end of the Alps.
Hecatacus' reference to Nyrax, the later Noreia, in Styria, will
not have been forgotten. But even if Hecatacus be dismissed,
the distribution of Hallstatr culture, fully established in the
sixth century, conforms with the full extension of the Celtic
peoples in relation w Celtic placemames, and the carliest
Classical references, more accurately than does the archaeos
logical and historical evidence for the Celic expansion period
of the fifth and fourth centuries when the linguistic Celtic
province south of the Pyrenees was not invelved.

If history in trans-Alpine Europe had begun a thousand
vears before it actually did, the coming into being of the Celts
would be followed not only through general economic and
social trends but in terms of family or dynastic, and even
individual, forunes. The fact that history cannot reveal the
more human aspects of events for the carly Celis has necessiv
tated the marshalling in this chapter of the results of mote
circuitous lines of inquiry, One advantage of this is thar it
demonstrates the many factors that were invalved, and ar the
same time abolishes any need for an evocation of miysiery in seck-
g national origins. It seems reasonable, too, that the formation
of analagous confederations or nations more clearly within the
light of history, may provide a fuller understanding of the
uniting element.

Conceming the peoples living on the steppelands of Eastern
Europe, Herodotus gives two useful descriptions of the com.
position of nattons whose names he uses in the same descriptive
way as he does that of the Celis, These are the Cimmerians,
and the Scythians, In each case groups of wibes of differemt
origing and occupations had been brought together through
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the overlordship of a warlike ‘royal wribe', When the toyal tribe
suffered reverses, then the nation fell apart, and new groupings
and names incorporated the heterogencous populaces. It may
be said, in passing, that the bronze horse-gear of Caucasian
connections, already mentioned as appearing ar the end of the
Utnficld Bronze Age, may well have had tw do with Cim-
merian riders. The Scythians were responsible for the collapse
of Cimmerian suzerainty, and became the eastern neighbours
of the Hallstart culture provinee in the late sixth century, In
their turn they were overthrown by yet another westward-
moving nomadic people, the Sarmatians.
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The situation amongst the Celts would not perhaps have
been so simple, both on account of their mainly farming
economy and the greater diversity of their environment, It is in
the regrouping of peoples on the decay of the Roman Empire,
in the fourth and fifth centuries A.p., that some possibly useful
parallels can be drawn. In this period it was the name of the
leading family, the "royal tribe’, that enveloped vaster populaces
and territories. The Goths and the Franks are examples. On a
smaller scale the name English illustrates the same point. There
wete fow real Angles in the Anglo-Saxon invasion, but the
immigrant populace soon considered themselves as English
because it had been members of the Anglian royal house
that had led the seuders from the Frisian coasts.

An hypothesis may therefore be most tentatively submitted.
Namely, that the name Keltoi, known earliest in this Greek
form, had become generally adopted by the people of the
North Alpine culral and linguistic province and its exten.
sions, on the ascendancy of the Hallstan, waggon-grave,
‘royal tribe” whose tribal or family name it had originally been.

As to that other widespread name, Gulator, its origin may
have been very similar, but it should be recalled that it only
appears in Classical writers long after the centres of Hallstant
culture had decayed, and at a time when the Celts, now the
creators of the La Teéne culture, were again thrusting far afield.
New circumstances and new allegrances would seem to have
been involved.

The final sections of this chapter must be devoted 1o ques
tions of the Celtic settlement of Britain and Ireland, and to 2
brief consideration of the position of Old Irish literawsre and
law as a mirror of ancient Celtic society at

It has already been said that the Belgae are the only people
of Celiic, or pan-Celuic, origin for whom there is direct
documentary evidence of migration to Britain. This was an
occurrence that history and archacology agree in placing in the
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carly part of the first century B.c., but it will now be best to go
back somewhat farther in time to note the archacological
events thar should indicate the establishment of those Celtic-
speaking population groups, foreshadowed in Pytheas, which
are found, in the pages of Caesar, as the opponents of the
Belgae, and, in Tacitus, as the opponents of the Romans in the
areas beyond the erstwhile Belgic kingdoms.

The general archacological position in Britain and Ireland
at the end of the second millennium B.c., when the North
Alpine Umfield province was coming into existence, was of a
somewhat stagnant, but widespread, material culture with
roots in the Beaker and Batde-Axe heritages on the one hand,
and in Mesolithic and Western Neolithic sources on the other.
A brilliant and diversified Early Bronze Age had Hourished
for some two or three hundred years centred on the fifieenth
century B.C. Thereafter followed this less remarkable period in
which a mixed, and perhaps now largely undifferentiated,
people, pursued 2 mainly pastoralist life, The bronze-smith's
craft, however, kept abreast of northern Continental trends,

The first indication of impact from the North Alpine U
field province may be traced in the appearance, around the
Thames Estuary, of bronze swords of Middle Rhenish types.
It is arguable that these would have been objects of trade rather
than that they should denote newly arrived adventurers. These
swords may be placed in the tenth century B.c. At about the
same time a more likely trade object, the bronze socketed axe,
came widely into use in both islands. This, the most efficient
and unlitarian of bronze tools, together with the craft of sheet-
metal working—both made possible throughout rans-Alpine
Eurape by the improved supply of meul from the beginning
of Umfield times—now created new opportunities for the
indigenous metal rade. The home industry was thus able to
meet the needs of a new era so that Continental weapons and
tools were not brought in at any time in large quantines.
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The first migrants to Southern Britain, as a result of the
Umnfield expansion, were refugees from Northern France who
are identifiable through their pottery made in French Middle
Bronze Age styles. Evidence for such settlement has been found
in Kent, but by the early part of the eighth century 8.C,, more
sertous and largesscale immigrations had begun. The southern
chalk-land of England was principally affected, and the bulk
of the evidence comes from Sussex, Dorset and Wiltshire.,
It is not necessary in this book to distinguish the various
archacological cultures, but these invaders possessed certain
common characteristics which are imporant to note. In the
first place they brought with them a sewled farming economy,
and some of their farm sites and field systems have survived to
the present day. This, as has been seen, is a distinctive clement
of the Umficld culture foreign to the inhabitants of Western
and Northern Europe in the second millennium, Secondly,
cremation and urn bural was their funerary rite, but, to the
older inhabitants of the island, this was no new thing
because cremation had long been practised here; stemming
apparently from a Late Neolithic ritwal known widely in
Britain and Ireland. Thirdly, the intrusive ceramic tradition
was not mainly that of the North Alpine umfields, but was
again Middle Bronze Age from the opposing shores of the
Channel. This conforms to what has already been said about
the embracive nature of the Umnfield expansion northwards up
the Rhine, and into France. [t was only when colonists arrived
who had come from within the heart of the Norch Alpine
province, that real Urnfield pottery types make their appearance
in England. This appearance was confined to the south coast,
and was soon absorbed. These latest comers would appear to
have included people from around the Swiss lakes, and they
may have been essentially refugees from the disturbances caused

by the iron-using Hallstan warriors who entered that region
during the seventh century,
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The potential Celtic, or Celticized, immigrants so far res
viewed do not appear to have spread greatdly beyond their
primary chalkland environment. The sterner tractsto the north
and west were reserved for domination by warriors with swords
and horsesgear of Hallstare type. It is impossible to be sure on
present evidence as to the precise nature of this new element,
Did it represent the arrival of proper communitics, including
women, the bearers of domestic crafts, or only bands of
adventurers? The latter seems most likely because widespread
in Britain and Ireland are found what may be described as
Hallstatt military trappings, but nowhere have they been
related to remains of distinctive domestic crafts proper to their
own Continental background. The issue may not of course be
so simple. In outstripping the slower processes of mugrauon,
or even of trade, the Hallstatt warriors may have won to them-
selves mixed bands of followers from the peoples they overran.
In this way the immigration to Britain and Ireland may have
brought a mare potent social organization than weapons and
ornaments alone might be taken to imply.

Tt will be well to complete the survey of migrations to Britain
before facing the rather different complexities in Ireland.

If an early or midsixth century date for the Massiliote
Periplus be accepted, Albion, in its southern coastal areas, is
the land of the various Late Bronze Age immigrants, now
fully established, and pechaps subject to those Hallstart war-
lords who had come armed with long bronze or iron swords
and riding, or driving, horses bridled and adorned in the
fashion of their Middle European homeland. By the time of
Pytheas, Pretani had become a significant name in Albion.
Is there a possible archacological explanation: The reply must
be that from the cacly pare of the fifth century 8., Southern
and Eastern Britain received colonists from the Low Countries
and Northern France before whom, numerically and economic-
ally, earlier invaders pale to insignificance. The newcomers
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supported a provincial and outmoded material culture of
Hallstatt type, but essentially they were the descendants of
North Alpine Urnfield people who had expanded to the
Lower Rhine, and, by other routes, to Champagne and the
Seine valley.

It may help in clanfication 1o refer to these latest arrivals by
their archaeological label: the Brish Iron Age A Culture,
Their importance as an element of the population in subse
quent umes can perhaps best be compared with that of the
Anglo-Saxons in the PostzRoman period. They overran all
previous setders, submerging their differences. The total
population of the island must have greatly increased; not least
because of the opening-up of new farming land with the aid of
1ron tools.

The bearers of the Iron Age A Culture spread from their
southern and castern landfalls widely on areas of well drained
soil, and later to heavier land along the Welsh Marches, in the
Midlands, and to the Pennines. This expansion seems to have
occupied some two centuries, but despite later Continental
influxes, the Iron Age A people formed the bulk of the popu-
lation down to the Roman Congquest. North of the Cheviors,
the position is obscure for this period. The only intrusion on a
rerarded Middle Bronze Age population, who had adopted
Late Bronze Age metal types, seems to have been that of
Hallstare wanderers. Iron Age A tribes seem to have invaded
lowland Scotland only at the beginning of the Christian era
as a result of the Belgic and Roman troubles farther south,

There can be no doubr that the Iron Age A people were
Celts and the probability is strong that some if not all of them
possessed the name Prewani, or its variant Preteni.

On the Continent, the reorganization of power and wealth
at the end of Hallstatt times, in the fifth century 5.c., gave rise
to new fashions in material culture, and gave birth to a remark-
able decorative art. The same populations were involved, and



Finding the Celts

presumably the same ruling or aristocratic families. Archaco
logically, the new trends are classified as of the La Téne culs
ture, or of the La Téne ar style. Principal amongst the patrons
wete the chiefains whose rich chariot graves have been found
on the Middle Rhine, and, slightly later, in Champagne.
These chieftains must be considered to have been in the fores
front of the great expansion of Celtic tribes eastwards across
Eutope, and into ltaly and the Balkans, as already related.
They may in part have been responsible for the cjection of
the Hallstare-Iron Age A people to Britain, but this island
was not itself threatened by La Téne invaders until the middle
part of the third century B.c. The intrusion was directed
mainly to the south coast and to Sussex in particular. The
invaders were probably small in number but it is clear that
whole families, or social units, had moved, for domestic arts
are represented in the material, not only weapons. The culture
of these people, arrived in Britain, is known as [ron Age B.
Sometimes they are known as “Mamians”, as their homeland
appears to have been roughly the modern department of the
Marne: but with this invasion, craftsmen in metal-work, if not
chicftains, also seem to have come from the Middle Rhine.
The Marnians seem to have formed an overlordship in the
areas they occupied rather than to have driven out the older
scrtlers, or formed independent enclaves. In the north, they
established themselves on the Yorkshire Wolds, and extended
pethaps into Southswestern Scotland. The Iron Age B, or
Marnian, tribal aristocracy Aourished in their new homeland,
and became the patrons of a splendid insular school of La
Teéne art, This point is made hete as their predominant posis
tion may be taken to have consolidated further the Celtic
character of the island’s population, south at least of the
Cheviots. Ins the southswest, and Bristol Channel region—
first as a result, pethaps, of the Cornish trade—serters, cul-
trally La Téne, were establishing themselves from the thied,
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or second, century to the time of Caesar, when the movement
became a stream of refugees.

The final phase of colonization in Britain before the Roman
Conquest comes with the Belgic settlements in the south-east,
This event is very well documented in archacology no less than
in the pages of Caesar, The colonists were sprung from tribes
within the Belgic confederation that occupied the territory
berween the Rhine, the Seine and the Mame. Some of the
confederate tribes, those mainly along the sea coast, were of
uncouth provincial Urnfield-Hallstart origin and had come,
or had been driven from across the Rhine. Other tribes in the
confederation were largely descended from the La Téne people
of Champagne, and the emigrants to Britain belonged to this
latter division.

As settlers, the Belgae will be considered in the next chapter.
Here it 1s sufficient to emphasize thar in language and social
organization they were Celts, and that they formed the back-
bone of native resistance to the Romans both in their own
kingdoms, and later when dispossessed, in the west and north,
It seems, indeed, that an actual tradition of Belgic royal
genealogy survived in Wales throughout the Roman occupar
tion, to be weasured by the resurgent Britons into Medieval
times.

The rich store in Celiic language, and litetary tradition,
that has survived from ancient times in Ireland must contrast
with the present very incomplete archacological testimony from
that island.

Since Early Bronze Age times, Ireland had played an im-
porant part in the bronze industry, and her metal-workers
were not slow 1o adapt their craft 0 new techniques and
improved forms. There is, however, no indication that any
addition to the old native population took place before the
sixth century 8.C., but it may be within this century that
intruders first appear. There is a growing body of material, in
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bronzes and pottery, from areas as far apant as Anwim and
Down in the north, Westmeath and Roscommon in the
centre, and Clare and Limerick in the south-west, to indicate
the arrival in Ireland of settlers bearing a version of Hallstatt
material culture. Hallstart adventurers may be suspected, as in
Britain, but somewhat more disunctive pottery types may point
to more close-knit immigrant groups. These people may in
part represent an over-spill from the Iron Age A sertlement of
Britain, but, against this theory, there are certain archaco-
logical factors that may be taken to suggest an carlier movement
directly from the Lower Rhenish area, through, or around,
Scotland. At Jeast one site on the northeast Scottish coast
would seem to bear testimony to this. There is also the problem
of crannégype lake-dwellings, especially concentrated on the
Upper Shannon, and the possibility must exist that these derive
from some element whose antecedents lay in the West Alpine
zone where similar structures were in use.

The next apparent signpost in the Irish archacological
record is provided by fine metalwork in the La Téne style.
This material consists chiefly of engraved bronze scabbards
for iron swords, ormamented bronze bridle-bits, and bronze
trumpers. Stylistically, the oldest of these pieces are generally
considered to date from the fitst century 5.c., and to be derived
from British Iron Age B exemplars, The question must stand
open for the present as to whether this La Téne metal-work
tepresents the output of itinerant craftsmen, working for
heretofore ‘Hallstar’ chieftains, or indicates a new influx of
aristocracy with their craftsmen in train, Certain philological
evidence weighs in this direction, but is oo complicated to
warrant inclusion here. One thing is at least clear. If the metal-
wotk in question is to be dated no carlier than the first century
B.C., its makers must have come from Brin, cither from
Yorkshire, or from South-western Scotland. Refugees, or other
migrants, from Gaul at this date could not have borne this
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elegant La Téne art heritage which had long waned on the
Conunent,

The probability that Ireland did in fact receive considerable
bodies of Gaulish exiles, escaping from Roman subjugation,
15 onc which has not yet been demonstrated archacologically.
Insh raditional literature, and some few wribal names recorded
by the geographer Prolemy in the second century A.D., do make
a case for such an inflow as well as for Britons, who presumably
wolild have come over mainly in the first century A.D. when
the full-scale conquest of Southern Britain was initiated under
Claudius.

It seems really impossible to atempt ac present an estimate
of the contribution to life in Ireland of these settders from Gaul
and Britain, It may be asked if it was they who established the
Celiic social system and culwre that was found Rourishing on
the arrival of the Christian missionaries in the fifth century.
Alternatively, did they form but a late augmentation to a Celtic
Ircland that had been brought into being by *Hallstate’ chief-
tains in the sixth century B.c.? This problem is not helped by
linguistic considerations which, naturally are dependent on
much later documentary evidence. The following very brief
summary of the philological position of the Irish language
may, however, be ventured upon.

The Insh language of the ancient literaure is the ancestor
of the modern tongue generally called Gaclic, Tt belongs to that
branch of the Celic language family, designated Q-Celric,
which retained cerrain more archaic features than did the P-
Celuc branch, to which Gaulish and Briush belonged, and of
which Welsh is the principal modern representative. P-Celtic
was predominant on the Continent, and in Britain, in the time
of Caesar, and apparenly for long before, bur there are races
of Q-Celric elements in place-names in Spain and Gaul, and

in the latter country, in some very fragmentary epigraphy of
Roman times. Philological opinion differs as to how ancient
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was the divergence between these two branches of Celtic, and
11 to whether the two were mutually intelligible prior o Latin
influence on Gaulish and Briush.

Whatever view may be adopted on these problems, the fact
remains that only in Ireland did there sutvive a language, and
literature, that sprang directly from the ancient Celts, uncons
taminated by Imperial Rome,

The continuity of native Irish traditional learning, and
literature, from Medieval times backwards into prehistory is 2
matter of great significance, and one that has been linle appreci-
ated; and the final words of this chapter must thercfore briefly
state the circumstances of its survival.

Whereas in the early Teutonic kingdoms of Post-Roman
Europe, the Church found but the most rudimentary machin-
ery for rule and law, in Ircland the missionaries were cons
fronted by a highly organized body of learmed men with
specialisis in customary law, no less than in sacred arts, herotc
literature, and genealogy. Paganism alone was supplanted, and
the traditional oral schools continued to Aourish, but now side
by side with the monasteries. By the seventh century, if not
carlier, there existed aristocratic Irish monks who had also been
flully educated in the traditional native learning. This led to the
first writing-down of the vemacular literature, which thus
became the oldest in Eutope next after Greek and Latin. The
merit attached to accurate recitation of the oral learning
continued to ensure a great measure of accuracy in commuttal
to writing, and, later, in transcription from older manuscrpts.
In this way the language and form of a text first committed to
writing in the seventh, or cighth centuries, can be found with
only minor corruptions, in surviving manuscripts of the
fifieenth or sixteenth centuries, The oldest surviving examples
of written Irish are to be found in Chuch books of the cighth
and ninth centurics where the Latin text is annotated with
explanatory notes, and sometimes other comments, in the
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native tongue of contemporary monks. These dateable Church
books provide the most important chronological yardstick for
the language of tracts preserved only in late manuscripts,

It will be realized that the surviving literature can only
represent a fragment of the body of oral composition as it stood
in, say, the eighth century A.p., and it is known that some of
the early manuscripts contained important material now
iretrievably lost. The systematic study of Old Irish language
and literature is a thing of only the past hundred years, and, in
some respects, only the preliminaries have been achieved. The
content of the legal tracts, and of some of the epic and mytho-
logical stories, throws a flood of light on Trish life as it was from
out of prehistory, It illuminares many Classical observations on
the Continental Cels, and it provides important comparative
data in the wider field of Indo-European institutions and
mythology, no less than in philology. The Celts in Ireland
preserved a western peripheral fastness of Indo-European
tradition as, at the oriental end of the range, did the Aryans of
Northern India. These long survived the disappearance of their
geographically intermediate common parentage.
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The Cel

HE CELTS ARE now presented as a loosely knit
Thuh.tri: nation that came into being in the region north
of the Alps during the carly centuries of the last millennium
before Christ.

The common factors in material culture, and rural economy,
nio less than in social institutions and language, all of which
derived from an amalgamation of at least pandy intrusive
Utnfield people together with more ancient local communities,
seem to have gained cohesion on the rise of dynasties repres
sented by the princely tombs of the Hallstatt and La Téne
cultures. In the fifth and fourth centuries B.c., the Celis
achieved their greatest prosperity, and expansion over the face
of Europe. In the recession that then ensued they were doomed
to virtwal continental oblivion, finally at the hands of Julius
Caesar, but earlier through the natural processes of decline
rather than from any other cause. It was only in Briwin, and
finally in Ircland, that population groups survived into
Medieval times who prescrved the Celtic heritage, but then
under other, more local, names.

This chapter will be mainly concetned with aspects of the
life and mundane concerns of Celtic society as it seems to be
quite uniformly reflected in insular native wadition no less than
in archacology and the Classical records. But it is first of all
important to consider the physical appearance of the Celss, for
this was a matter of frequent comment by Greek and Latin
writers, and it leads to the need for 2 clarification of the term
race in relation to these people.

It has already been suggested that the Greeks, in the time of
Herodotus, were able to recognize Celrs by various national
traits just as the country dwellers of most of Europe could be
distinguished one from another by regional differences in dress
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and physical features until quite recent times. It was in the
period after the great Celc expansion, including the invasion
of Northern Italy, that the dominant physical type amongst the
Celts became a matter of note to Classical writers. Polybius,
writing in the second century 8.¢., and probably using earlier
sources, remarked on the temifying sight of well-built Gaulish
warriors, but more explicit accounts come somewhat later in
the writings, amongst others, of Strabo, Diodorus Siculus, and
Pliny.

The Celts were remarkable 10 Mediterranean eyes for their
height, their fair skin, muscularity, blue eyes and blond hair.
It must be appreciated at once that these charactenistics were
relative to the physique and pigmentation of the Mediterranean
abservers, and that anyway they belonged to the most noticeable
elements in Celtic society, the chieftains and freemen warriors,
not necessarily to the whole population. The Classical descrip-
uons accord well with the standards of beauty amongst the
insular Celuic aristocracy extolled in early Irish literature, and
thus many popular misconceptions of today as to what cone
stitutes a typical Celr in, for instance, Wales or the Hebrides,
must be abandoned. The question only remains as to the
evaluation of the tall, fair, genetic type,

It may be said at once that the concept of pure races, exhibit-
ing constant elements in structure and pigmentation, has long
been refuted in science. The term race can have no accurate
definition, but is useful only in such very general classifications
as the black, white ar yellow races. Tt does remain twue, how-
ever, that within most definable population groups particular
aggregations of physical characteristics may be expected.
What impresses the nonsspecialist observer is the accumulation
of, to him, novel features, but not more than a few of the total
will probably be found in any one of the observed subjects,

So far as physical types representing the Celis are concerned,
there are two other sources in addition to the literary descrip-
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tons, In the first place there are representations in plastc art
both Classical and native, and secondly, there is skeletal
material from Celtic graves. This latter body of evidence, which
is sll comparanvely small, stands to increase - value with
better standards of excavation and recovery of inhumation
bunals, but it is also dependent on conditions of soil chemistry
from place to place no less than to the hazards of destruction,
and even of discovery.

The anatomical evidence available from recognizable Celuc
graves, containing Hallstat or La Téne objects, indicates a
mixture of both long, and round-headed subjects. The round-
heads would seem on the whole to tepresent the older established
populations of the Bronze Age in the North Alpine zone,
while the long-heads, which there is some reason to think
formed the most aristocratic element, wete evidendy derived
from 2 more Central European population that had expanded
westwards. In general, the skeleral material so far studied would
indicate a situation very similar to that in any modern ethnic
group where considerable mixtures of genetic types are appa-
rent, but where certain physical characterisucs are prominent
especially in relation to different grades or elements in the total
population.

The light thrown on this subject by representational art is
quite considerable, and at the same time consistent. In the
native, La Téne, art extreme stylization of human heads, and
masks, prohibits any deductions on head form, but character-
istics, attested clsewhere, such as fowing moustaches, and wild
backward-swept hair give some direct evidence as to the ideal
of facial appearance sought amongst the Celts. _

The Classical sculpture of Celdc warriors, stemming
principally from the Pergamene school, commemorating the
defeat of the Galatians in Asia Minor, confirms the literary
descriprons of tall, loose-limbed muscular bodies, with round
ot medium heads, and wavy or curly hair. Here, too, aspects of

Platey 2, 3131
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deliberate appearance are well illustrated, and it is to these, and
styles of dress and ornamentation that anention must now tarn.

Polybius' vivid description of the fateful batde of Telamon,
fought berween the Romans and the Gaulish invaders in 23¢
B,C., provides the earliest account of Celtic dress and appeat.
ance, Presumably, he was ableto make use of fisv-hand accounts
of this batde, and his testimony may be regarded as sound. He
describes how the Insubres and Boii, tribes already seuled in
Northern Taaly, wore tousers (bracae, whence: breeches), and
light cloaks. The Gaesatae, those fighting men brought in from
beyond the Alps, paraded naked in the forefront of the battle
line, adomned only with gold tores around their necks, and gold
armless, Of the custom of going naked into battle more will be
said later. It is Diodorus Siculus who gives perhaps the best
genetal account of the appearance of the Celtic warrior, and
here, too, an older and more direct report is probably repeated.
First with regard to maustaches, he says thar the nobles let these
grow long, even covering the mouth, bur that otherwise they
were cleanshaven, This bears our the evidence, such as it is, in
native metal-work, and also as seen in such sculpture as the
well known ‘Dying Gaul’, and the ‘Ludovisi group of the
defeated warrior committing suicide having already killed his
wife. These two picces had Pergamenc originals and therefore
depict those Galatae who invaded Asia Minor,

Diodorus states that short beards were worn by some men,
presumably again warriors, but his most interesting picce of
information is about the way the warriors wore their hair. He
describes how they constantly smeared their hair with a thick
wash of lime, and drew it back fom the forehead to produce a
weird effect like the mane of a horse. There seems to be only one
extans piece of Greek sculprure which shows this peculiar hair
style. It is the mutilated head from Gizeh, now in the Cairo
museum, and it seems to be in a style older than, and different
from, the Pergamene school. Heads and masks in native metals
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work have already been mentioned, but this hair style seems
also to be depicted on some few Gaulish and British coins of
the last phases of independence.

There is no actual description of limeswashing of hair in
lrish texts, bur it, or some similar practice, seems to have been
observed, There are references to long stiff hair that would have
been capable of impaling falling apples. This description, in
one instance, is applied to Cii Chulainn, the paragon of nbal
heroes, and elsewhere his hair is described as being in three
colours, darkest near the scalp, and lightest at the extremities,
with an intermediate colour between. This would certainly be
the effect produced by limeswashing, and it can be paralleled
in the colour sequence seen in hair let grow after dycing.

The question of trousers, cloaks and costume generally muse
next be reviewed. Strabo explicitly states that the bracae were
ught or close fitting, but it seems that looser forms were also in
use, at least in his own time in Gaul. Now, the use of trousers
by the Celts raises some interesting questions as these are
garments that do not seem to have originated in temperate
Europe, and were quite foreign to Mediterranean dress. The
evidence for European prehistoric dress is based on the evidence
of Danish Bronze Age clothing so well preserved in uecarunk
coffins. If this evidence may be more widely applied, the
normal male dress, in presUmnfield times, would have been a
body garment passing over one shoulder and held round the
waist by a belt. Over this was wom a cloak; everything being
made of wool. It is on the Eurasiatic steppes that wrousers were,
and have remained, a principal male garment. Derived pro-
bably from dwellers in sub-Arctic regions farther to the north,
trousers had obvious advantages for horsemen, and in this way
they were widely propagated so that they became the normal
wear of the Seythians, and amongst others, the Iranian horse-
men who established the great Persian Empire, It is reasonable
to assume that the various precursors of the Scythians on the
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fringes of Europe proper, the Thracians and Cimmerians, also
knew the use of wousers, and it is from this source that they
were most likely introduced amongst the Celis of Middle
Europe. In the first chapter mention was made ofthe continuous
mAuences, if not intrusions, from the Pontic grasslands that are
evident in the archacology of Urnfield and Hallstar ETAVCS,
This human garment would fit nawrally into the horser
driving and horse-riding complex coming from the cast.

So far as the Celts in Northern Italy are concerned, it is notes
worthy that trousers were evidently appropriate to the warrior
class amongst the Boii and Tnsubres even if wearing them was a
departure from the more archaie custom of going naked into
batele. This point emphasizes 2 problem in the Irish literary
evidence which has been eritically reviewed in recent years.
The Irish aristocratic dress consisted of two garments, 2 tunic
or shirt, in the carliest phase withour sleeves, and a cloak.
This costume was worn by both sexes, The tunic (Fine) was
made of linen, and was worn by men to the knee or below, by
women to the ankles. It was gathered round the waist by a belt
or girdle (eriss). Over this was worn the cloak (brat), made of
wool, and four-cornered, so probably rectangular, but not oval
as were those of the Danish Bronze Age. The Irish cloak had no
slecves or hood, being a plain piece of cloth held in position by a
braoch. Tts length probably depended on the wealth and status
of its wearer. There are references to the cloaks of kings being
fivedolded, and n another text, a mythological personage
ﬁds in her chariot with her cloak trailing on the ground

chind.

It is not known what word, if any, was used in Ireland for
trousers priot to the introduction, through a Teutonic medium,
of the word brée. This, together with the face thar trousers are
only mentioned in connection with the costume of servants—
charioteers, however, included—would make it seem either that
they never formed part of the original equipage of migrant
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Celtic warriors in the west, or that they were early abandoned
in conformity perhaps with some existing fashion that sdll
carried prestige in the islands.

The Irish tunic and cloak find their counterparts, of course,
in the Classical descriptions of continental Celuc dress. A light
cloak is mentioned by Polybius, and it is seen wom by the
warrior in the ‘Ludovisi’ group. Diodorus remarked on
coloured cloaks fastened with a brooch, shirts that were dyed
and embroidered and bels with gold or silver omament.
Strabo adds only to this in saying that the shirts (funicee) were
slit and had sleeves. Although the later Irish compositions give
unduly elaborate descriptions of dress, the carlier texts consist-
ently describe coloured cloaks chiefly of purple, crimson and
green. Speckled and striped cloaks are also mentioned, and it
would scem that ornamental fringes or braids were worked
separately and then sewn on. The colourful appearance of
Celtic dress was noted by Diodorus, Pliny and others. Leather
shoes and sandals were cerainly wom in Ireland, Headgear
does not scem to have been important anywhere, nor would this
be expected in view of the nature of the hair style.

Finally, on the general subject of appearance, there is the
mater of ornament to which the Celts were reputedly much
attached.

The most characteristic Celtic ornament was a neckoing of
gold, or bronze, or more rarely of silver. This omament is
generally called a rorc, and the word torguis was used by Laan
writers to describe these objects although in fact the use of
twisted metal was exceptional. The term remains, however,
because of its antiquity and brevity. The torc first came into use
amongst the Celis during that phase of enrichment compres
hended archacologically in the rapid development of the La
Téne art style, This was an evem of the midifth century
B.C., and reflects the continued growth of contacts, mainly in
wade and plunder, berween the Celts ar their opumum s 3
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barbarian political and military force, and their neighbours to
the south and east, The idea of the torc was a borrowing from
the east, and certain Celtic specimens suggest ultimate Persian
exemplars,

The principle of the tore is that of a curved rod, or hollow
tube, of metal with frez terminals touching, or nearly so.
Pliancy must be allowed so that the ring will open sufficientdy
to embrace the neck, but in some torcs 2 movable piece was
arranged so that there were no free terminals and the ornament
appeared as a continuous ring encircling the neck. The most
characteristic tores possessed various forms of enlarged ter-
minals, and these were portrayed in Greek and Roman sculp.
ture as well as in the native plastic art.

The most splendid gold torcs, and bracelets, belong to the
first phase of La Téne art between approximately the mid-fifth
and late fourth centuries 8.¢. It is interesting that these mainly
come from women's tombs, and there are examples from only
very few warrior chariot-graves, It is possible that the torc was
not necessarily a neck ornament for women, and it must be
asked if they could not have been head omamenss following
the tradition of elabortate headsings of bronze from women's
graves of the Hallstar period or of the gold diadem recendy
found in a princess's grave at Vix near Chatillonsue-Seine.
For the living, as opposed to the dead, it is clear that the torc
was esseatially 2 male omament, proper not only to mortals
but to the deities.

Torcs were not placed even in the wealthiest of women's
graves after the early La Téne phase, and later specimens are
known from other kinds of discoveries,

In view of the fact that sacred images are shown wearing the
torc, it seems most probable that it possessed a socio-religious
significance proper to all freemen whose status, as will be seen,
was ritual as well as social. In this case 2 man's tore might well
have been inheritable as an essential symbol of the headship of
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and quick for baule although otherwise simple and not un-
couth.” These few words by Strabo perfectly express the impres.
sion: gained of the Celts as a living people from all the written
sources, and not least from the native Irsh tradition. Strabo
makes it clear that his description applied to the time of Celtic
independence before Roman rule, and it is well to remember
that he, as well as Diodorus Siculus, and other writers, made
extensive use of carlier authors who had been able to make
personal observations of Celtic life. Personal bravery, amount.
ing to recklessness on the bartlefield, and, at home, hospitality
and a strict code of etiquerte towards visitors, shows the Celric
householder as comparable to, if not a better person than, many
of his more historical successors in the European countryside.
Against the general impression of high spirts, if not excite
ability, and the impermanence of concerted action, there must
be set the evidence for individual responsibility, and dutes
within a well-defined social system. The love of bright colours,
adornment, praise and entertainment, feasting and quarrelling,
all have remained Evropean foibles when conditions have
allowed, and none would be more natural than amongst 4
tustic people dwelling in the temperate regions of Europe.

Not much can be recounted specifically about Celtic women,
but this section may end by noting the brief but not unapprecia-
tive comment of Diodorus Siculus who wrote that the Gaulish
women were not only like their men in their great stature, but
that they were also their equals in courage.

The social institutions of the Celts are of the greatest value in
providing a mitror to life in Pre:Romanized trans-Alpine
Europe, no less than for their wider connections remounting 1o
that common soctal and linguistic heritage that was to survive
i various forms amongst the leading Indo-European peoples.
The archacological sewing has been outlined in the first chapter,
but here, on the basis of comparative philology and juris-
prudence, it may be said that the Celts possessed both a
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language and an institutional system showing them to have
been but one member of a far-fung family. In Northern India,
the Aryan heritage, preserved to modem times in a great body
of oral learning, shows close relationships. The socicty of
Homeric Greece offers parallels, and in lraly the Iralic-speaking
peoples possessed perhaps the closest links with the Celts wntil
the supervention of Ettuscan, and, then, urban Roman insttu.
tions. The Celtic and Aryan waditions survived in largely
uncontaminated form because they had come to rest in regions
on the extreme periphery of the Ancient World, and so
escaped succeeding periods of turmoil and replacement at the
centre,

In view of these considerations it is unlikely thac Irish
customary law—in its oldest elements—can diverge very greatly
from that observed by the continental Celts from whom it must
have been derived, and here again some confirmation is
forthcoming from Classical sources.

In Ireland the community was embodied in the tiath, a word
that originally meant ‘the people’, but which had acquired 2
territorial connotation. The fiath in population and in extent
was quite small, and pormally conformed to an area with
natwral topographical boundarics. The social sezucture within
the trath was threefold: king, nobles and free commoners. The
king was elected from within the kin of his predecessor, but he
was not necessarily one of his sons. The king's famuly belonged
to the noble grade, wha were the warriors, but in pagan times
the class of magicianssage, druid, scer or otherwise, was
accorded the highest status, although these did not form an
hereditary caste. The freemen commoners were mainly farmers,
but the grade also included certain categories of crafismen. It
should be emphasized that in pagan times the ritual functons
of the king were of as great importance as were his executive
ones in the assembly or on the battleficld. It is also important
that the threefold system formed a social and ritual entity within
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the family or tribe. This is only put forward as a possible ex-
planarion for the general absence of gold tores from men's
graves; but while gold was appropriate to the higher ranks,
bronze tores are known from warmior graves of a humbler
kind, and these were doubtless ordinary fighting men of free
status.

Gold bracelets and finger-rings were also worn in the early
La Téne phase, but with a change to less richly equipped
graves, it is more difficult to estimate the range of gold orna-
ments that might have been worn by any one individual in
later times.

Important, archaeologically, are bronze brooches of the
safety-pin type. These first made their appearance in trans
Alpine Europe in Utnfield times, and they have, in essentials,
remained popular to the present day. Their wide range in
thape, and embellishment, reflecting changes in fashion, in
external influences, and in regional predilections, make them
of great value in establishing the chronology of graves, and
sometimes of sertlements. In graves, a pair of brooches, lying
on the chest, indicates that they were used principally for
securing the cloak, bu the number of brooches is variable, and
often only one is present. The most intecesting brooches worn
by the Celts are of the carly La Téne phase, and display
stylized human and bird masks on the cast bronze bow and
foot. Other brooch forms were embellished with studs of coral,
indicating a southern trade in this exotic material, but, later,
coral was abandoned for enamel which became an important
nanve craft.

The Celic ideal of personal good looks has now been
identified, clothed ro some extent and adomed. It may be asked
next what can be learnt of the spirit of the Celis, and here
forunately Classical authors are again able to throw some
considerable ligh.

“The whole nation . . . is warsmad, and both high-spirited

Plare 29
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which all were of free status (suor), and of sacred, or ritual
qualification (semed). There was also an unfree population,
without status or claims to possession, formed of such sub-
Jugated communitics, slaves, and degraded families as existed.

Within the tiath, the effective social unit was the kin ( fire),
but for purposes of inheritance, and most forms of obligation, a
closer kinship was reckoned on the agnatic descendants of a
common greatgrandfather. In this more restricted sense
(derbfinc) kinship extended therefore to second cousins in the
male line. The family within this kinship system was of the
Joint type: a householder with his wife, or wives, and children,
including grown sons with their wives and offspring. It seems
that marriages were contracted outside the kin, and perhaps in
the case of the noble grade ousside the tiath.

The ownership of land was not held by an individual, even
the head of a household, but by the kin fiom whom it could
not be alienated, It should be said here that there is no evidence
amongst the Celts for the king a5 a disposer of land in return
for armed service, or on the other hand, for the existence of
commeon or village land. Neither of these systems would have

appropriate to conditons in prehistoric Europe, although
it has been recently claimed that these were early Indo-European
forms of land tenure. This claim is based on Hitite and
Mycenaean Greek documentary evidence, but in both cases the
Indo-European overlords had adapted themselves to a form of
urban civilization and polity quite divorced from their ancestral
rural modes which were, however, to be conserved, amongst
other peoples, by the Celts and Aryans,

These small kingdoms, formed of a single fiath, can in no
way be considered as states. There was no public administration
or enforcement of law, and the procurement of redress, within
the terms of the law, was the responsibility of the kin of the
contending partics. Indeed, the kin was responsible for main.
taining all its rights and procurements of serdements.
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The mndividual freeman, of whatever grade, possessed an
honour-price (ldg n-enech) which was an assessment of his
dignity (‘face’, or present weight in the communiry), and this
was directly related to his material wealth. In this way a
prosperous man might ascend considerably in rank, but the
honour-price fluctuated according to a man’s fortunes, and
this was an important matter as compensation for wrongs were
directly related to it. In addition to the ties and duties of kinship,
there was also the institution of cliensship (eflsing). In s
simpless form this involved armed attendance, and other
services, by the ¢éle, normally a commoner, on his lord ( flaith).
In return the ofle enjoyed protection and material support
without, however, losing anything of his independent status,
ot right to hold property in catde, and interests in land. Clienes
ship, however complicated it later became, should never be
confused with feudalism.

Another important aspect of individual participation in the
social order was suretyship, of which there were several kinds.
In general, 2 man undertaking surctyship was guarantor, in his
own person, by his property or by his power of supervision,
for the fulfilment of another’s engagements, The guarantor’s
honoucprice entered into suretyship in that he might suffer
its reduction, or even deprivation, if his principal defaulted.
lt is probable that at least one kind of suretyship was a develop-
ment from the taking and giving of hostages, and these lawer
of course, also had their part in Irish law, more especially in
relation ro sureties given to a king.

In principle, an individual's rights and status existed only
within his own téath, and beyond it he was at the mercy of
circumstances, This would have certainly been the situation
under primitive conditions.

It will be clear that the maintenance of customary law was
not due to the power of any central authority, but it in fact
rested on its own venerability, ritual potency, and popular
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acceptability. The threat of sanctions, 1n the loss or reducnon of
status, was a paramount factor in upholding its effectivencss.

The knowledge of customary law was the concern of the
learned order of society. Oniginally pethaps not distinguished
from magicosreligious and other offices, the law was in the
hands of specialists for some time before it came to be written
down i1 the eighth, possibly seventh, century A.p. The brithem,
jurist, was not a judge in the modern sense. He was an ex~
pounder of the law, and might so assist the king in delivering
judgments, or he might act as arbitrator in disputes berween

in, or even between kings. The jurist was trained in a law
school whete a great body of traditional knowledge was
accurately committed 1o memory, and of this kind of learning
something more will be satd in the next chapter.

The law schiools tended to differ from region to region in
munor aspects of their teaching, but jurists, like others of their
social and sacred grade, were free to move about the country at
large, and in this way there was frequent interchange of pro-
fessional knowledge, 2nd a consequent over-all preservation of
the learnedly archaic langnage in which the law was recited.
The adjustment of customary law 1o changing conditions
seems to have rested with the interpretative powers of the jurist,
but some local alteratians were also effected by the king in the
assembly (denach) of the whole tiath. Assemblies were held at
certain festivals in each year, and if need be at other dmes. In
addition 1o their legal function, they fulfilled important ritual
and economic needs, and were held, if not at the king's resic
dence, at 4 sacred site which was ofien associared with the burial
place of the dynasty.

The king’s prevogative at an assembly included the enjoining
of various kinds of public action, or undertaking, such as
raising a host for warfare, or the conducting of 2 pact of friend-
ship with another fifath, The establishment of fiiendly relations
between one tfath and another may have concerned kings of
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equal strength, but mote ofien it had to do with the extension
of overlordship. In this way a powerful king could become
overlord of others less potent, and these arrangements were
essentially the same as in individual clientship; the lesser king
pledging, with hostages and wibute, his siath for service in
exchange for greater military security.

It can be seen how larger political combinations thus came
about, forming, as they did in Ircland, considerable regional
kingships, but this phenomenon is also well illustrated in Gaul,
and it is to the conunental evidence that inquiry must now turn.

The only considerable divergence between the Irish social
system and that in part revealed by Classical authors for the
continental Celts, lies in the maner of kingship. It is well
known that in Caesar’s time some of the principal Gaulish
tribes were governed by the aristocracy with one or more
appointed chief magistrates (vergobret). The reason for the sup-
pression of kingship in these tribes was understood by Caesar as
being due to the great increase, and abuse, of the system of
clientship so that factions of the answocracy were of such
strength as to be able to abandon their higher allegiances.

It is interesting that these kingless tribes would all appear to
have lain within Celuca, that largest division of Gaul as
defined by Caesar. Again, it is perhaps significant that the
principal of these tribes, the Arverni, Aedui, and Helvetn, all
lay in the zone most open to influences from the Provincia
Narbowensis which had been under Roman rule since the late
second century, It was probably due to the emulation of Roman
ways as well as to internal disruption, brought about in con-
sequence of Roman advances from the south and barbarian
incursions from the north, that these tribes had abandoned
kings for magistrates. In the other two divisions of Gaul, in
Aquitania, wheee the populace were largely akin to the
Iberians, and in Belgica, where the tribes were of trans-Rhenine
origins, kings held sway. Even within Celtica there were
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kings, as in the case of Cavarinus who ruled the Senones, but
this tribe lay along part of the frontier with Belgica, and remote
from the Roman province,

The whole body of evidence from ancient authors as
well as from the philology of many Celtic personal names,
shows that kingship was both ancient and normal amongst
the continental Celts.

There was another factor operative in Gaul from the late
second century B.C. which, in somewhat earlier times, may
have done much 1o alter Celtic institutions in Notthern Iraly.
This was the growth of defendable conglomerations of dwell-
ings, hardly o0 be called towns or cities but marking a real
break with the essentially dispersed rural character of archaic
Celuc society. In Iraly there had been the example of Erruscan
cities, but 1n trans-Alpine Gaul, although small wibal strong.
holds had long existed, the permanent bringing together of
large numbers of people was a phenomenon of the late second
century B.C. panly occasioned by the incursion of the Cimbri
and Teutonces, but chiefly as a reflection of the development of
urban life along the Mediterrancan litoral and within the
Roman province generally, This development cannot but have
had its consequences in tribal life, and certainly presupposes a
diminution of the ritual importance of the old rural kingship.

By comparison with the Irish tidath, the tnibal areas in Gaul,
as carlicr in Northern Iraly, appear to have been very large. In
the case of the Gaulish wribes, whose boundaries largely suc-
vived through corresponding Roman administrative areas to
the dioceses of medieval France, it is clear that the great names
tepresent overlordships embracing numerous smaller popula
tion-groups.

This is the evident implication of Strabo’s statement that
there were the names of sixty tmibes inscribed on an altar
dedicated to Caesar Augustus at Lugudunum (Lyon), which
place was used as their centre. To have been a comman centee
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accessibility must have been possible, necessitating, even under
Roman administration, not more than a day or two's travel.
On the other hand, the political unit amongst the continental
Celts may normally have been a good deal larger than in
Ireland and Britain, where the smallness and diversity of narural
regions, and the constraint of the ocean, imposed 2 higher
degree of fixation than may ever have come about in the older
homelands prior to the development of towns. It scems pro
bable, too, that some oscillation berween small and large tribal
organizaton was likely to have occurred under different
citcumstances. The agricultoral communities, established in
the Umnfield Culture expansion of Late Bronze Age umes,
would have been numerous and selfcontained. Thisisapparent
also in the case of the Iron Age A settlers in Britain. The rise
of the mobile and warlike Hallstart and La Téne dynasties
may be taken to imply larger dominions, but fragmentation
is likely to have cnsued afier the early conquests, mainly through
the divisions of inheritance. Larger regroupings may be ex-

i times of crisis, and migration, as into Ttaly or the
Balkans. Under these, last, conditions, heterogencous bands
would have been won to the tribal names of leading chicftains,
but it is unlikely that whole wribal populations ever completely
deserted their original territory, In witness of this may be men-
tioned the Boii who took part in the settlement of Norchern
Italy, but who also remained in Bohemia, later to seck refuge
in Gaul in the time of Caesar. The Volcae were neighours of
the Boii in Middle Europe, and it may be safely presumed that
the Volcae Tectosages in Southern Gaul, and in Asia Minor,
were offshoots from them. In other cases ancient geography
does not help in pointing to the early centre of tribal dispersion,
and the peripheral offshoots only are known. Examples may
be cited in the Senonesin Northern Ttaly, and in North Ceneral
Gaul, the Suessiones whase name occurs in Central Spain no
less than in Belgic Gaul, although from this latter area seulers
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are reported by Caesar to have been sent to Britain, The tribal
name Bituriges is known in two very different connections.
In Caesar's times this tribe was located south of the Loire, and
i a small area west of the Gironde. A legend preserved by
Livy tells of a powerful king of this tmbe, Ambigatus, whose
nephews led forces into Italy and the regions of the Upper
Danube and the Rhine. This story probably embodies some
memory of the migrations in the fifth century B.c. from an
area north of the Central Alps, The western peripheral position
of one branch of the tribe by the first century 8.c. indicates
that it had been driven westwards in all probability by the
Belgic overrunning of Champagne, that important centre of
carly La Téne culure, More fully within the light of history
are the Catuvellauni, Belgic sertlers in Britain, probably in the
first quarter of the first century 8.¢. Their parent wibe had
become a client to the Remi by the time of the Roman conquest
of the Belgac, and the Catavellauni are not mentioned by name
before Ammianus Marcellinus in the fourth century a.p.

To return to questions of political and social structure
amongst the conunental Celts, an example of the obligations
of overlordship and tribal clientage seems to exist in the
sequence of events concerning the embroilment of the powerful
Arverni with the Romans; an event which precipitated the
annexation of Gallia Transalpina.

In the year 124 8.¢., 2 Roman army defeated the Salyes, a
tribe of at least panly Celtic composttion, who had begun
hostilities with Massilia. Thirty years earlier the Greek city had
obtained armed help from Rome in quelling Ligurian tribes
who had interfered with her rade, When the Salyes were
defeated, a Roman fort was established at Aquae Sextia (Aix-
en-Provence), but no assault was made by any other tribe,
The Romans then requited the surrender of Salyian fugitives
who had sought sanctuary amongst the Allobroges, but this
was refused. The Allobroges were then attacked and defeated,
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but on this occasion, unlike whete the Salyes were concerned,
the Arverni moved to retaliate. The motive, in view of the
continuous success of Roman arms, must have been something
strongee than a hope to remove a threat. The overlord’s obliga.
tion to protect must have been involved, and on its fulfilment
would have depended the continuance of allegiance from all
the othe tribes over whom the Arverni claimed paramountcy.
The interribal politics revealed in Caesar's Gallic War are
full of the ties of overlord and tributary peoples, and the
securement of agreements with hostages, a basic element in
wribal clientage.

Within the tribal unit, personal clientship amongst the
continental Celss is first attested by Polybius who describes the
advantages to a Gaulish noble of 3 numerous body of rerainers
and clients. Cacsar also noted the mutual advantages of
clientship to lord and follower. The system is clearly parallel to
that already described for Ireland. So, t0o, is Caesar’s recognis
tion of the threedold division of Gaulish society into druides,
equites, and plebs, He may have exaggerated the debased con-
dition of the Gaulish plebs, but they would not of course have
had any direct say in the kind of affairs with which he was
concerned, It is true, however, that the rend of events in Gaul
from the second century B.C., involving the decline of rural
society, may have done much to lower the status of the freeman
commoner, bur this must remain an hypothesis.

Another interesting parallel to Insh custom is found in
Cacsar’s statement that persons who failed to comply with
judicial decisions suffered exclusion from sacrifices, and were
deprived of honour and normal society. Here may be seen the
relevance of the Irish terms nemed, and saor already mentioned.
Caesar’s note that in Gaul sons might not appear in public
in the company of their fathers until they were of age to bear
arms is perhaps best interpreted s meaning that, as in Treland,
sons were placed in fosterage. In Treland they would normally

L}



The Celts

84

bave been taken at an early age into a household of higher
rank, and would not have returned to the parental roof wneil,
at the age of seventeen, they reached manhood. Girls also were
sent to foster-parents, and returned home at the age of fourteen,
‘the age of choice’, when their betrothal would have been
arranged. Their tmaining in houschold erafts and ans, com.
mensurate with their rank, was the responsibility of their
foster-parents who, as also in the case of boys, received payment
for their care and instruction,

Some doubt arises as to the accuracy of Caesar’s descriprion
of dowry provisions, especially in regard 1o its disposal on the
death of either partner. The Trish evidence indicates a basic
siuation of wife purchase, but with the development of 2
dowry system in which the woman brought a determined
fraction of her husband's wealth, In Ireland, 25 in Gaul, 2
number of wives might be held, but the Irish evidence shows
thar there was 4 single principal wife (ctmuinter), the others
being of various subordinate classification,

As to the absolute power of the houscholder over his wives
and children, the evidence from Gaul and Ireland speaks with
the same voice, and illustrates this basic Indo-European
principle of patriarchal authority. A further word may per-
haps be ventured here on the status of women and their
capacity to own propenty. It is gencrally assumed that the righ
of a wife to hold independent property, or of a daughter to
snherit, is a late development appearing in parallel form in
different Indo-European legal systems. On the other hand, 2
more liberal, but stll common, practice seems to have been
operative at very varying dates as illustrated in Aryan, Roman
and Celtic legal custom. There is also the question of the very
tich Celtic women's graves, as at Vix, and Reinheim, to take
but two recently discovered examples. Here women, buried
singly, had been accorded the most splendid funerary cham.
bers, and the most sumptuous adomment and accessories.
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Personal prestige and the right to possess property may account
for such instances, while all the considerations taken together
seem to suggest that incapacity of women was a reflection of
primitive conditions, predominant in times of migration or
hardship, though the legal system was always sufficienty
elastic in periods of prosperity, from place to place, to permit
greater female freedom in public and family interests.

When the divesity of territory occupied by the Celts is
considered, it follows that the balance of rural economy, on
which their livelihood essentially depended, must have varied
a good deal from region to region. Apart from special oppor-
tunities in crafis, and trade, or indeed in pillage, the average
Celtic tiath, or tribe, was mainly engaged in its own food
production by agriculture, catle raising, or both combined as
mixed faeming, In this the Celes stand in contrast to the conr
temporary barbarian nations lying to their east, such as the
Scythians, and Thracians, whose uninterrupted grasslands
imposed a high degree of uniformiry.

From such material as is available from competent excavar
tions, it would appear that in addition to cereal crops, mainly
wheat and barley, the normal Celtic farm stocked canle, swine
and sheep. The evidence is derived principally from the debris
of the farmstead, in arrangemens for the drying and storage of
grain, and in the types and relative quantities of domestic
animal bones found in rubbish pits. Only under exceptional
circumstances can the actual lay-out of these farms be appre-
hended. For the most pant the land has been in use throughout
subsequent centuries, and all traces of ancient field syscems have
disappeared. But in Southern Britain, on the higher slopes of
the chalk downs, ficld systems from the Late Bronze Age and
the Iron Age have been preserved together with the house and
cattle enclosures, drove-ways, and boundary ditches. This has
come about because the land was subsequently abandoned for
richer soils at lower levels. Similar field systems have survived
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in Western Denmark, an area not properly within the Celtic
zone; but in the older Celtic homelands it is only the recogniv
tion through excavations of the farm-house, with its appur-
tenances, that can throw light on farming practice; extensive
evidence for ploughing and ficlds has disappeared.

It will be remembered that in the formation period of the
Celts, the Urnfield seutlers of the Upper Danubian region were
mainly distnguished as farmers on the plains, while the older
native tradition was that of pastoralism on the uplands and
hills. Although there was undoubtedly a great intermixture of
peoples and cultures during the ensuing centuries, it is possible
to observe some continuation of this duality in rural cconomy
although it may often have been a necessary adapration to local
conditions rather than the result of consetvatism, It is worth
instancing two cases, different in nature, bue both significant
for their wider aspects. In the first place there is the Celtic
settlement of Languedoc, an area in which Greek traders in the
Western Mediterranean may first have heard of the Celss, and
in the second place there is Ireland where native literary wradic
tion stems directly from a prehistoric past,

It was mentioned in the first chapter how people of North
Alpine derivation spread across Southern France, and beyond
the Pyrences, Confining attention for the present purpose only
to Languedoc, it may be said that the coastal plain was settled
by immigrants who established themselves in permanent
communitics, cultivating the soil in the immediate neighbour-
hood of their senlements which were placed on hill1ops, or
projecting plateaux, overlooking the low ground, These places
were luer fortified, and became the oppida held against the
Romans. Nowwithstanding the presence of indigenous ins
habitants, and the enormous infuence of Greek trade, the
conunuing cultural characteristics of the oppide dwellers
showed their North Alpinc orgins, and it is very difficult not
to see these people as predominandy Celis,
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Largely contemporary, if not appearing quite so early, there 1s
evidence for pastoralist communities living on the limescone
garrigues that form the southern fringe of the Cevennes, and
which provide the hinterland of the coastal plain. Similar
herdsmen roamed the foothills of the Pyrences, and all were
accustomed to raise small tumuli over cremation graves that
were equipped with pottery and metal types showing 2 culture
paralle]l and interrelated to that of the plainsmen, being also of
North Alpine and Hallstare inspiration.

These pastoralists were thus also intruders, and are generally
regarded as having been Celis, but it would be rash to claim,
on present evidence, that their way of life resulted from an
ancient pastoral herirage in Middle Europe rather than from the
exigencies of migration. It should not be supposed that these
upland pastoralists were mere nomads, and although no
dwellings have been excavated, it is considered that small stone
forts may well be of their building. Probably a recurrent aspect
of pastoralism was the construction of burial mounds, forming
as they did lasting monuments, and landmarks, whereas Hat
umfields could be provided with perishable demarcations,
wooden posts or fences, in arcas of continuous habitation, as
on the plains, where the oppida presuppose 2 denser population.

The achievement of compact settlements within appida, as in
Languedoc, infers some density of population requiring
permanence to cultivate the soil, but also with the economic,
as well as the social, ability to establish effective strongholds.
This capacity had already emerged amongst the Umnficlders in
the North Alpine zone, as fortifications of those people attest,
but in Southern Britain, as well, the distributon of hill-fors
18 mainly that of the setdement areas of the Iron Age A people
who were agriculturalists, and mixed farmers, Here, the hill-
forts do not appear to have been much used by permanent
residents; they cxisted mainly as refuges and wibal centres,
and the Celtic freeman occupied his own farmstead elsewhere.

BRITAIN
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In the areas where the Iron Age A setdlement was lightest,
and where the Iron Age B immigrants had territory largely to
themselves, as in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire, hillforts are
rare and not certainly the work of the newcomers, It would
appear that these people, with their Rhenish La Téne, or
Marnian, antecedents did not require large strongholds, and
this should cause little surprise, for in the old Celtic homelands
it was migration and warfare, set against the cumulative resulis
of the Sub-Atlantc climatic deterioration, that had necessis
tated an economic swing to mobility: wealth in livestock rather
than in crops. That this was not necessarily an enduring
condition is manifest in the avidity with which the Celdc
settlers took to cercal culuvation in Cis-Alpine Gaul, a matter
of surprised note to Classical writers. In Britain, also, in areas
where the 'B" and A’ folk intermingled, the agriculural radi.
tion continued, and was of course greatly strengthened as a
result of the Belgic serlement in immediately Pre-Roman times.
The Belgae were themselves within the same Utnfield-Hall,
statt cultural tradition as the Tron Age A people, although
their rural economy, and methods of fortification, had mean
while undergone considerable development.

The recognition of a mainly pastoral zone in Eastern and
North-castern Britain, during the Iron Age, is relevant to the
Irish scene. In that sland, large prehistoric fordfications are
rare, and, of such as can be regarded as hillforts, or oppids,
some wete never completed. They appear to have been the work
of refugee communities who were not the bearers to Ireland of
La Téne fine metal-work, chariotry, and the other manifesca-
tions of heroic society. These things are revealed in the early
epic literature of Ircland as the concomitants of a warrior
society whose wealth was counted in caule, and whose heroic
exploits centred on catle-raiding. As will be seen, too, the
pagan festivals in Trcland belonged to a pastoral rather than to
an agricultural eyele.



The Celts in Life

These factors, taken with the wetter climate of Ireland, show
how catlesraising continued to be the livelihood of the more
significant body of Celdc overlords, It explains, too, the
essentially dispersed nature of the populadon, and how there

came into being the innumerable small circular earthworks

(rdth, lios, etc.) that formed the defences of individual permanent
houscholds from which could be operated the shorvrange
transhumance, and general animal husbandry, determined by
Irish geography. These considerations have specially to do
with those northern and western parts of Ircland, where the
archaeological evidence is strongest, for derivations going back
through the Iron Age B culture of Eastern Britain to Cons
tinental La Téne origins, and the heroic concepts of the cattles
raiding epics might well have been equally appropriate to the
splendidly turned out chariot warriors of the Middle Rhine, or
of Champagne, in earlier centuries. If this dominant strain
amongst the Irish Celes was Little concerned with agniculture,
there were other clements in the population who supplied the
need. One may suspect, amongst others, the crannég-dwellers,
but the archacology of the subject has yet to be evolved. The
literary evidence, in some mythological and kingship stores,
perhaps of somewhat different geographical distribution within
Ireland from the cattle-raiding epics, show the importance of
the success of comn harvests. The laws also contain many
provisions about ploughing and corn lands, bur these may
chicfly be a reflection of the great advances in Irish agriculture
resulting from the establishment of the monasteries in the fifth
and sixth centuries A.p. From that period, and throughout
Medieval times, corn-growing was a prominent aspect of Irish
farming, but the seulement pattern remained that of the
independent farmusteading within its own entrenchment or
wall.

The prehistoric ‘Celtic’ ot ‘square” field, as best exemplified
in Southern Britain, is rarcly bigger than some four hundred
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by two hundred and sixty feet, and is frequently much smaller.
The fields are more often rectangular than truly square, but
their width is great in proportion to their length, and this was
evidently intended to assist in ploughing both along and across
the area within the boundaries. This cross-ploughing was
necessary under dry climatic conditions in order to break the
soil as finely as possible to conserve moisture. It was only with
the change to a consistently damp climate in North-western
Europe that ploughing in one line, up and down a field, be-
came expedient, and this led to the appeatance of long, strip
ploughlands, and the emergence of a heavy plough capable of
cutting and turning the heavy, moisturedaden sod. These
innovations seem to have been first achieved by the Celric,
or mixed Celtic-Teutonic, tribes living in Northawestern
Germany, The Belgae brought these practices to South-eastern
Britain, although their full development is only seen as a result
of that final, and Post-Roman, ‘Iron Age' invasion of Britain:
the Anglo-Saxon settlement.

The older type of field, determined by the need to cross
plough, was broken by a light plough with neither coulter nor
mould board, but with a simple share, of wood or stone, then
of iron, which did linde more than scratch the surface, Both
field and plough of this archaic mode have remained in use in
the drier and poorer parts of Europe, especially in Mediters
rancan lands, but they also continued, despite the damper
climate, in the western and northern parts of Britain, and in
Ireland where the hand cultivation of corn plots has also to be
taken into account.

The study of house sites in relationship to field systems,
cattle droveways, and boundary ditches, is still in its initial
stage, but so far as the evidence from Britain and Ireland are
concernied, it would seem that the arrangements can best be
interpreted m terms of the Celtic social structure already outs
lined. One may envisage greater and lesser land-owning families
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of the joint type, each under their pamriarchal head, dwelling
in their own farmesteads, ot strongholds, together with their
unfree retainers, and themselves in varous conditons of
patronage or clientship according to their rank.

In a social system such as this, where material assets greadly
determined the size of the family dwelling-place, the variety
in house types, and in dwelling-place units, revealed by
archacology, is not surprising. Of actual house plans, rec-
tangular forms are predominant in Usnfield-Hallstant and La
Téne cultural associations everywhere on the Continent where
they have been excavated, but in the hillforts of Spain and
Portugal, round houses were also common, and in Britain and
Ireland, round houses again appear to be the commonest form.
Without an exhaustive discussion, it would be unwise to draw
any deductons from individual house plans; it must suffice
to say that gencrally speaking the rectangular house has a very
great antiquity in Middle Europe, while along the Atantic
coasts, the round house also goes back to Neolithic and Early
Bronze Age umes. There is unforunarely lide clarification
to be found in Greek and Latin writers on this subject, but
Strabo does mention domesshaped houses in Gaul, and these
should surely have been of round-house type. The possibility
may have also to be considered that in the case of some mixed
farming tribes, their house forms may reflect an carlier, more
mobile and pastoralist, condition when lightly constructed
circular wooden frameworks for skinscovered huts had been
the rule, These would have been the most likely forms of
human shelter for tribes on migration with wheeled vehicles,
and Strabo's description of the Suevi and related peoples,
wandering with their goods on waggons, may well have been
appropriate to Celte as' well as Teutonic tibes in Middle
Europe.

It 1s so far only in Britain that round houses of post-built
wooden construction for permanent residence have been

Plates 53, 54
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excavated. The principal site is that of Linle Woodbury, in
Wiltshire, where a single large house stood in its own stockade.
At West Harling, in Norfolk, two round houses and a
rectangular building formed one farmssteading, and both these
sites belong 1o the Iron Age A culture. In Treland, excavated
houses so far have proved to be of Early Christian times, but
they show considerable intermixture of round and rectangular
dwellings contemporary with each other on the same site. It is
clear that the sample of properly studied house sites is as yet too
small, and geographically too scattered, to permit even the
possibility that the full range has yet been discovered.

In some few excavated sites where a number of house
foundations bespeak a large social and economic unit, some-
tmes possibly a cluefrain's houschold, the range in size of
house plan may be expected w reflect differences in status
amongst the one-time residents. More particularly, the special
siing and greater size of one or two buildings may indicate the
overlord’s residence, and this is well exemplified in the Urnfield
culture defended site ar Altjoch on the Kochel See, in Bavaria,
where a single large rectangular house occupied the inner
forufication, below which stood the smaller houses and farm
structures. Similacly at the Hallstaw culture site on the Gold,
berg, in Wimemberg, a rectangular post-built house, and
another large building, stood within a timber stockade, outside
which were over two dozen structures of various kinds, both
houses and other farm buildings, the whole having been in.
cluded within an outer fortification,

The sites 5o far mentioned were essentially rural, but when
it comes to a consideration of large permanent settlements, such
as the Languedocian oppida, it must be supposed thatthe normal
Celtic social system had undergone some modification, and
this must certainly have been true of the great ‘townships’ of
Central Gaul such as Gerovia Bibracte and Avaricum, which
played so prominent a part in Caesar’s conquest.
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A temarkable feature of some Celtic agricultural sertdlements
that cannot be passed over in silence, was the use of deep
storage pits, or silos, sunk into the underlying ground within
the house or farmvstead enclosure. It would appear that these
pits were used mainly for corn storage, and in Britain, ar least,
they were lined with basketry, and used for a few seasons only
awing to the effects of humidity. They were then filled up with
rubbish and carth, and new pits excavated. They are, therefore,
valuable sources for archacological material, but they are
peculiar to the Iron Age A culture in this island. In the
Languedocian oppide of Cayla de Mailhac, and Ensérune,
which have been excavated, very decp silos had been sunk into
the limestone, and they, too, had been filled with rubbish as
had their smaller counterpars in Britain. The practice of using
silos was later given up in Languedoc when large earthen.
ware jars, dolia, came into use as a result of Greek influence.

The distribution of storage pits in prehistoric Europe has
not yet been worked out, but their use was an ancient practice
in the Eastern Mediterranean wotld, and is also testified at some
of the Middle Bronze Age village sites in Hungary. It would
appear that the use of storage pits, with its inference for greater
harvests resulting from improved agriculture, was one of the
castern intrusive elements that took root in the Urnfield culture
of the North Alpine zone.

It was perhaps the very diversity of their environment and
material resources, together with their lively disposition, and
the elasticity of their social structute within the free grades, that
brought to the Celts a standard of achievement in arts and
crafts unparalleled amongst the ancient inhabitants of rans
Alpine Europe, rivalled only by their Eurasiatic neighbours, the
Scythians. It would be impossible to describe and discuss in a
short book the immense range of objects in durable substances,
in gold, silver, bronze and iron, in pottery, and even in frag.
ments of wood and textiles that bear witness o the excellence
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Fig. 12

of Celtic manual skills and armisuc perception, That would be
more properly the function of a specifically archaeological
study, and here only some general considerations can be taken
into account.

The essential aspect of the cconomy of any Celtic community
was its capacity to feed and clothe irself, and at the same time to
produce enough in purchasing power of some sort to acquire
the tools and weapons, and less utilitarian accessories of life,
that only intercommunication with craftsmen or traders could
bring. Except, therefore, amongst the most unfavourably
situated communitics, one may look for some deggee of special
ization which enabled any unit, from a family to a wuibe, w0
augment 165 wealth. With many, it must have been wool,
hides, and other farm produce, but the widespread occurrence
of iron ore throughout the Celtic domain provided an im-
potant negotiable substance which was more easily worked,
and in greater demand, than bronze had ever been with its
technical limitations, and the natural scarcity ofits components.

The richness of many Celtic communities, expressed archaeo-
logically in their graves, can be interpreted in relation to
metal resoucces, and this is especially so in areas where pros
duction in quantity could be made to serve the insatiable
markets of the urban world beyond the Alps; first in trade with
the Grecks and Erruscans, and later with the Romans. As
examples, the graves av Hallstare itself] situated in the Salz
kammergur, bespeak the trading telations of the local salt
merchants with distant North-eastern Ttaly. The late Hallstace
culiure chicfiaing’ graves in Burgundy bear witness, in their
Etruscan and Western Greek imports, to the result of extensive
local iron working, and export by way of the Rhéne. The tin
trade from Cornwall and Brittany to the Mediterrancan shores
of Southern Gaul may also be cited, but with less spectacular
remains, as an important economic and cultural Getor amongst
the Celts along the Adantic seaboard.
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The most important development in long-distance trade was
that effecting the Celts of Burgundy, already mentioned,
together with twibes on the Middle Rhine and the Upper
Danube. From the Celtic point of view the real objective of
this commerce seems to have been wine, and one may envisage
gold and slaves, as well as iron, as important export items in the
exchange. The final significance of all this lay not so much in
cconomics as in the Howering of 'La Téne art, 2 native creation
in just that wine.drinking zone, centred on the Middle Rhine,
where the most novel and luxurious Greek and Etruscan
drinking services, brought in with the wine, had their full

CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE
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WINE THADE

Plates 18, 17
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Fig. 13. Upper fragment of Rbodin
bronze flagon. Vilsingen, Wiirttemberg,
Scale about ene balf,

impact in forms, and decoratve plant motifs, on the minds of
Celtic craftsmen and patrons alike.

In archaeological terms, the story began in the middle of the
sixth century 8.C., and is testified in late Hallstate cultural
associations by the presence of Rhodian bronze wine jugs in the
princely waggon-graves at Kappel.am-Rhein in Baden, and at
Vilsingen in Wiirttemberg, These jugs may have preceded
the actual transport of Greek Black Figure drinking cups, but
the latter form an especially imporeant chronological horizon
in their occurrence at such important strongholds as the
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Heuneburg, near Riedlingen, which overlooks the Danube
in its course through Wiirteemberg, at the Camp de Chiteau
in the French Jura, and at the great hilltop oppidum on Mont
Lassois near Chatillon-sur-Seine in the Céte d'Or. The pre-
lude to the creation of La Téne art is set in just this kind of
swonghold, the centre of political authority and far-Aung trade
relations, and to these places there is now some reason to think
that thete came southern craftsmen as well as material imports.
These men were able to modify Greek styles in weapons and
decorative forms to native requirements, bur also introduced
new ideas in building as in the case of the brick wall and
bastions found during the recent important excavations at the
Heuneburg,

It was the advent of Etruscan influence, embodied again in
fine metal vessels, but also in more utilitatian crafts, as probably
in an improved model of fast two-wheeled war chariot, that
would seem to have touched off the spark of native Celtic
creauveness; for the first Aowering of La Téne art comes in
objects from the war.chariot graves of the Middle Rhine, and
the art is throughout a pare of the aristocratic culture sprung
from this source. What factors in politics and wealth brought
this about must remain obscure, but it is certain that La Téne
art was not the creation of the Celts at large, but of the overlords
of this central group. It is interesting to consider thar the Celts
in Languedoc, open as they were to Greek and Ewruscan
wfluence, played no part in the creation of the new art syle,
and the explanation must largely lie in the fact that their rulers
did not share in that tadition of heroic glorification, on the
battleficld and in the feasting hall, which was at home amongst
the waggon. and chariot-burying dynasties, and which found
its ultimate literary memorial in Ireland.

However much the originating patrons and crafismen were
indebted to southern stimuli in appreciation and in technical
training, it was the natve Celic aafismen who developed
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and spread the new art, and the fashions in weapons, brooches,
and pottery, that went with it. This is the moment to remember
the special status enjoyed by men of skill (aes dina) in early
Ireland, They formed almost a special grade between the
warriors and the farmers, but they were closer to the wariors
both in the nature of their privileges, and in consequence of
their mutual interests.
It would be impossible to expound adequately the full ‘ca rine’ any

nature of Celtic (La Téne) are in the present general study.
The Bibliography (p. 189) gives references to the authorities,
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and the Notes on the Plates at the end of the book are designed
to point out the characteristics of the specimens illustrated. It
would be wrong, however, if the subject was left, even here,
without 2 note on the sources, additional to GraecosErruscan,
from which Celtic are drew its inspiration, In the first place,
there was of course the old native tradition in trans-Alpine
Europe of abstract geometric decoration, and this had been
strengthened during the period of the Urnfield and Hallstan
cultures by East Mediterranean motifs such as the meander,
sun symbols and stylized birds, especially waterfowl.

In the second place there was Scythian, and other oriental,
mfuence from which the Celis drew ideas especially about
animal representation: stylized beasts from the Scythians, more
naturalistic ones from as far aficld as Tran, To this lawer source
seem also due the concept of the elaborate neck ornament, the
torc, as well as the mouf of opposed pairs of creatures, ot of
heads alone, as in the remarkable silver tore from Trichtingen
in Wittemberg, The Celts were careful not to copy this
castern art any more than they did the Graeco-Erruscan; they
merely made use of suggestions from both, and it is not always
casy to decide from which they were borrowing, for Etruscan
art also incorporated an oriental wradition of weird animal and
human shapes.

Although pottery and, doubtless, other material played their
part, the great vehicle of Celtic art was in fine metal-work in
gold and bronze, less often in silver, and its expression was
characterized by a thythmical linear, and plastic, treatment of
surfaces involving infinite variations on a comparatively small
number of basic curvilincar designs, These were applied with
great skill and sensitivity, with an especial joy in asymmetry,
and in allusions to naturalistic forms, within the discipline of
an essentially geometric and abstrace method of composition.

There was another medium in which the Celss, in the final
two centuries of their independence, showed their peculiar
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Fig. 16, Blick graphite poliched pottery dish with meander pettern.
Eischenfelden, Bavaria, Diameter 17 in.

artistic Rair. This was at a time when La Téne art had declined
everywhere except in Britain, and it involved tibes who had
played no great share in that art. The new art was in coinage,  Plates 5, 26,47
from the time of the first issues in the late third century 8.c. 10
its cessation in Gaul with Julius Caesar, and in Britain with
the Claudian conquest. Thete were two main streams in
Celtic coinage; in the first, in gold, inspired by the staters of
Alexander I11, or less probably of Philip II, of Macedon, and
carried west by way of the Danube to Central Gaul, and,
through the Belgae, to Southscastern Britain; the second, in
silver, from Southern Gaul where the beautiful coins in this
metal of the western Colonial Greeks, and of Massilia itself,
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formed the exemplars. The native numismatic ant was onc of
extreme stylization of heads, animals and charots, with an
apparent profusion of mythological symbolism. The stylization
led to accentuation of particular clements—as of hair at the
expense of the face—and w0 disintegretation—as in the dis-
memberment of body and legs in poraying the horse.
Inscriptions are late in the series, and are usually confined to
abbreviations of recognizable Celtic proper names, and of
titles. The selective distribution of coin types has made possible
their identification with particular tribes in the great majority of
cases, and their value in reflecting political conditions, and
changes, is of the greatest importance,

Coinage leads to the question of units of value amongst the
Celts, and Cacsar’s note that in Britain iron ingots of fixed
weighr, as well as gold and bronze coins, were used as money
has been substantiated by the discovery of iron *currency bars’.
These long strips of iron, with one end pinched up, are sug-
gestive of sword blades, and may in fact be the metal equivalent
of an unworked blade. These currency bars have a selective
distribution in Britain, and it is clear that outside the coin and
currency bar areas, and in earlier times—for neither are earlier
than the first century B.C.—the unit of value was of another
kind. Here philology, and the Irish texts, supply useful in.
formation, and it was cattle, as universally amongst the Indo-
Europeans, that formed the oldest standard of value. In Ircland,
units of value in terms of six heifers, or three milch cows, came
into use, and to these 2 female slave (cumal) came 1o be regarded
as roughly equivalent. The term cumal then came into very
general use, as in estimating the worth of a chariot, or of land
holdings. The choice of the bondswoman in this connection
suggests thar ar some stage she had become a direct negotiable
asset on her own account, and the Roman slave market may
well be suspected as having brought this abour,

In Ireland, a5 in Scotland and some other parts of Britain, no
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native coins were ever produced, but even where coinage had
been adopted, on the Continent ot in Britain, the more ancient
forms of estimating worth, and effecting exchange, would have
continued for the bulk of rural rransactions. Coins had been at
first only necessary in dealing with foreign merchants who
would not always accept the animate or more bulky forms of
exchange.

The final pages of this chapter must be devoted to Celtic WARFALE
watfare, The profound impression made upon the minds of
Romans and Greeks by the appearance and behaviour of Celtic
warriors is cvident from the numerous literary descriptions and
allusions, as well as from the sculpture at Pergamon, and
representations in minor art in Iraly. In the oral literarure of the
Celts, it may be reasonably assumed that in epic, and culogy,
martial deeds took pride of place, as they are so found in the
[rish tradition which depicts an heroie society differing in no
way, except in chronelogical position, from the ancestral
continental mode of life,

For the completely prehistoric period, during the centuries
which saw the formation of the Cels, the archacology of
graves is the main source for information on the warrior's
equipment, Throughout the Late Bronze Age, the principal
weapon was the cut and thrust sword, but spears were also in
use, and there is some evidence for round wooden shields with
bronze studs, and for leather shields. Bronze arrow-heads are
known, especially from the Upper Danubian region, but the
bow seems to have been going out of fashion. Helmets, shiclds,
and even cuirasses, of sheet bronze are known, but must be
regarded as having always been great rantics.

The inroduction of iron to the general economy of the THE FEAT
North Alpine peoples, in, or a listle before, the seventh century OF ARMS
B.C., had a great effect o the quantity and toughness of
weapons. Associated particularly with the waggongrave
chicfiains of the first phase of the Hallstart culrure are long iron
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swords of proportions specially serviceable for cut and thrust
fighting. Because horse-gear also becomes conspicuous in these
tombs, it has often been asserted that cavalry had now come into
use, and that these long iron swords had been evolved for this
new type of combat. This view is unsound because to be
mounted on a horse is not to presuppose concerted action by a
body of armed riders. That is the proper meaning of cavalry,
and, moreover, this type of swotd would have been very difficult
to use on horseback, especially without stirrups, then unknown.
For swordsmen, as opposed to bowmen, the horse anciently
provided a useful means of arrival ar, and departure from,
battle, but the whole essence of European fighting, as earliest
shown by Homer, was the individual feat of arms by chame
pions standing in front of their baule lines,

Although the majority of vehicles found in Hallstaa.
culture chicftains’ rombs were fourswheeled waggons for
ceremonial or ordinary mansport purposes, there are some
indications that the two-wheeled chariot had come into use in
trans-Alpine Europe by this time. The depiction of a vehicle
of this kind on the stone walls of 2 Bronze Age tomb at Kivik,
in Sweden, dating from abour the tenth century B.C., 15
significant in this connection, and in some Hallstatt-culture
graves, a pair of wheels only have been found, although this
does not rule out the possibility that the vehicle had originally
possessed four. In addition to the cut and thrust sword, both of
iron and bronze, spears of various sizes, mainly for casting
rather than thrusting, were in use. This was during the first
phase of the Hallstatt culture, a time, as has been suggested,
that saw the political cohesion of the Celts under a warlike
dynasty. During the ensuing period of the sixth, and early fifth
cemturies B.C., when Greek, and then Etuscan, rade was able
to penerrate to the Upper Danube, and 1o the head warters
of the Scinc, implying a period of comparative peace and
unitary control throughout the Celtic dominions, the long
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Fit. 18, Spoke-wbeeled chariot. Kiuik, Scamiz, Sweden.

sword gave way to @ broad-bladed dagger, and this, with a
pair of casting spears, became the standard equipment. It has
been suggested that this modification in personal armament is
another indication of more settled conditions, at least in the
central Celdic areas, and that it was a combination of weapons
equally suitable for the chase.

It is in the archacological material contemporary with the
great expansion of the Celts, beginning at the end of the fifth
century 8.C., that the full characteristics of Celuc warfare, so
vividly to be illustrated in Classical and native literature in
later centuries, comes first to light. The transition from Hall-
statt style to that of La Tine had been achieved shortly before
this irruption began, and now, equipped with a light thrusting
iron sword, as well as a dagger, for close fighting, and with
casting spears, the Celtic warrior lord was conveyed by his
charioteer in a fast two-wheeled war chariot drawn by a pair Plites 21, 22
of small horses, The weapons of the early La Téne period
show a mingling of Hallstatt and outmoded Greek ideas, and
in the fine workmanship of the chariot design, Etruscan
influence is strong. From tombs of the late fifth, and of the
fourth centuries B.C., from the Middle Rhine, and from
Champagne, can be drawn a fairly clear idea of the turn-out
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of the greater warriors. The iron sword was carried in a bronze
scabbard with ornamental foot or chape, and with a design
in the La Téne style chased on the outer face. A dagger,
similarly sheathed, might also be carried as well as a comple-
ment of spears, A few particularly wealthy chieftains possessed
helmets of cap, or high conical, shape, made of bronze and
sometimes covered with gold worked in La Téne motifs, and
embellished with coral studs. The homes were handsomely
fitted out with bronze snaflle-bits and harness mounts, and the
chariot also had bronze firtings, with iron tyres and other
compatients. The normal metal snaffle-bitin prehistoric Europe
was of the two-link type, but in Champagne, and later in
Britain and Ireland, a threeslink type 1s found which would
have been less severe on the horse’s mouth. This suggests
the emergence of a finer breed, mote sensitive to skilled
control.

With Polybius, and subsequent authors, the procedure on
the banlefield can be brought into view. Taking all the evi-
dence into consideration, it may be deduced that the initial
purpose of the charior warrior was to drive furiously towards
and along the front of the enemy ranks to instil terror by sight,
and by the delivery of missiles, no less than by the wemendous
noise that was kept up by shouting, horn blowing, and beating
on the sides of the waggons drawn up to the Ranks or in the
rear. The warriors then descended from their chariots, which
the charioteer held in readiness for a quick retreat if need be,
while the warrior, with casting spear, or drawn sword, stood
out to deliver a challenge o an opposing champion. The
challenge was evidently in a set formula of boasts of prowess,
and perhaps of lincage, incorporated in a war song. Indeed, a
kind of frenzy was probably worked up. In intet-tribal fighting,
it would appear that the main body of roops became involved
only after this phase of individual contest, and perhaps only if
one side had become certain of success in a general mélée, The
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course of events against Roman armies must have involved the
whole body of fighting men more directly, and it led to con-
siderable modifications in baule order.

The archaic mode of individual challenge, and encounter by
champions, recalls the scenes in the Ilisd, and the Celts were
indeed the inheritors of that tradition which had long become
outmoded south of the Balkans and of the Alps.

The battle of Telamon, fought in 225 B.c., in which the
Romans turned the tide of Gaulish supremacy in Iraly, is the
carliest Celtic baule of which a proper description exists.
Polybius's vivid account, based on contemportary sources,
should be read without fail. One point made by him is that the
Gaulish swords could only be used for cutting, and not for
thrusting. Archacology shows that by this date Celtic swords
had become heavier and broader. The importance of the short
dagger remained, but not all warriors would seem to have been
in possession of both. The majority of graves of ordinary foot
warriors, presumably the client freemen, throughou the third
and second centuries 8.C., indicate that the heavy sword, with
one or two spears, comprised the most typical armament. It is
at this time, too, from the midthird century 8,C. on, that the
long Celsic shield comes into evidence. The earliest porurayals
of it are on Greek coins and in the Pergamon sculptures, Plates 3; 47:
and it figures towards the end of its life on Roman monuments 48, 50, 51
in Gaul. The shicld was normally straight-sided with rounded
ends, o oval, it was made of wood, perhaps occasionally of
basketry, and the wooden shiclds came to be fited with 1ron
umbos, and more tarely with iron edges. Acwal wooden
shiclds of Celtic type are known from a great peat deposit at
Hijonspring in Denmark, where they would appear to have
been carried as votive offerings, and from a single specimen
preserved in the sands of the Egyptian Faydm. This lanter must
have belonged to a Celtic mercenary, for whom there is
evidence in Egypt as catly as 274 B.C.
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Polybius's account of the body of Gaulish troops he calls
Caesatae, at Tdamnn. is of particular interest. He thought the
name meant ‘mercenaries’, but it is a Celtic term meaning
‘spear-men’. The Gaesatae had been brought in from beyond
the Alps 1o assist the tibes already senled in Northern Italy.
It is, first, of great interest that a large force of men, separated
from tribal commitments should have been available, but this
organization invites comparison with the bodies of warriors
known later in Ireland as fiana, who led a roving warrior life
divorced from tribal society. The second particular point about
the Gaesater was their appearance in baule naked, carrying
only their weapons. This again was an archaic custom amongst
the Celes which died out as successive tribes came under more
sophisticated influence, but it is witnessed in the Pergamene
sculptures, on Roman and native coins, and is alluded to in
old Irish texts. The custom was not mere bravado as the Romans
thought; it was an invocation for magical protection, and it was
a practice thar had also been widespread in Greece and Italy
in carlier times,

A more homifying Celtic custom was that of the decapiration
of foes, and the suspension of the heads on horses’ bridles,
eventually to be exhibited at home, or in sanctuaries, as at
Roquepertuse. It would be hazardous to dismiss this custom
amongst the Celts as being merely a desire to collect trophies
for the accumulation of marial prestige. It is more likely that
it originated in cult practices to do with fernility, and with
bringing the ghost into servitude.

Although the idea of Celtic cavalry, in the sense that one
mighe speak of Assyrian or Roman cavalry, it decried in these
pages, it is clear that the number of mounted horsemen present
in barnles with the Romans increased as time went on. The
equites in Gaul, described by Caesar, had replaced the chariot
warriors of catlier gencrations, but they were persons of rank,
acting independently, and brought together only for the
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contingencies of the immediate acton. An interesting Celtic
term was preserved by Pausanias from earlier Greek authors,
and presumably goes back to the descent of the Celts into
Greece in the third century 8.c. Pausanias speaks of trimardsia,
three riders, comprising a noble with two atendants who could
supply him with a fresh horse, and act in his defence. There is
nothing to suggest that these three formed any kind of arracking
unit. That was the function of the principal only, bur whether
the subsidiary horsemen were kinsmen or clients, rather than
servants, it is not possible to tell. It may be wondered if the
‘three niders’ who occur in some Irish stories have anything in
common with the trimarisia.

When it comes to the insular Celts, two things are outr
standing. In the first place, the archacology of the developed
Iron Age B culture of Britain shows to what heights, in the
second and first centuries B.C., the art of fine metal-work rose
for the aggrandisement of the warrior, his horses, and his
chariot. Remarkable are the chased sword scabbards, the bronze
shields, the pairs of ornamented snaffle-bits, and other harness
picces with enamel settings, as well as the bronze fittings for the
chariot. The majority of the material comes fiom chance finds
rather than bunals, but sufficient pieces of actual chariots and
wheels have come to light to demonstrace the high standard of
the wheelwright's and *coach-builder’s’ craft in these islands.

It must be mentioned here that there is so far no archaco-
logical evidence for scythed chariots, Nor are they mentioned
by the more reputable Classical authors. They are referred to in
Irish literature, and at least one passage suggests thar the scythes
were carried in the chariot until need arose to fix them. The use
of scythes would suggest a closer employment of the chariot
against the enemy, and something of this sort is also suggested
in Caesar’s description of chariot warriors in Britain running
up the draught pole to stand on the yoke, although it is not
certain that this was anything more than a display of agility.

INSULAR
WARFARE

Plater 37, 38,
39-4t
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The second outstanding point to do with insular Celuc
warfare is the interpenetration of archacology and traditional
literature in Treland, and the close parallels in description
between the latter and Classical authors, only some of which
can be mentioned here. In particular, the body of epic centred
on the hero Ci Chulainn, and the hostilities between the
kingdoms of Ulster and Connach, display ail the character-
istics of charior fighting, the champion’s challenge, sword-
fighting on foor, decorated long shields, the taking of heads,
and the tumult kept up by the hoss. This was the most spectar
cular and aristocratic of the warrior traditions in Ireland, but
there were other Celtic communities whose warfare figures in
the literature, but on whom only two commenss can be made
here, These have to do with the sling, and perhaps the thrusting
spear, and both are associated with peoples who would appear
to have come from Western Gaul.

Archaeologically, the use of the sling is attested in Brittany
and in South-western Britain in the first century 8.¢. This was a
weapon mot typical of the central Celts, but was evidendy
derived from Western Mediterrancan sources by way of the tin
trade routes, The spear in question (leigen) seems to have been
something different from the aceepred throwing weapons—the
heavier gae, or the lighter sleg. Traditionally, it was described
as having had a broad blade, and that it was introduced by
certain newcomers. The particular fighting qualities of its
bearers, and the fact that it was worthy of notice, rather sug-
gests 1ts use as a hand-held lance, perhaps comparable to the
lancize mentioned, bue not very clearly described, by Diodorus.

The reward of warriors in all heroic socicties was feasting
and gifts provided by the king, and the Celts were no exception
to this custom. Again, the Irish and Classical descriptions are
complementary, and one may first note Polybius's remark on
the Celuc warrior’s inordinate love of drinking and surfeiting.
The long-distance portage of wine, beginning in the sixth



century B.C,, 15 one indication, and, in the last phase of inde-
pendence in Britain, Belgic princes went to the grave with a
generous supply of wine stored in Roman amphorae. Beer was
everywhere the drink of home producton. Pork, either roast,
or boiled in a great cauldron, was the favourite dish. In
[reland, 2 whole porker was reputedly the champion’s portion
par excellence, and the skeleton of an entire boar was found in a
chartot bunial in Champagne. The champion’s portion was
often in dispute, and led to fighting on the spot, as Diodorus,
and Athenaeus, report, and as 35 so well illustrated in the Trish
stories. of Bricriu’s Feast (Fled Bricrend), and the Story of
MacDatho's Pig (Scfla Mucce Meic Dathd). Everywhere the
cuquette of precedence and hospitality was observed. Seaung
at the feast was according to rank and prowess, strangers were
fed before their business was inguired, and everyone had his
appropriate joint of meat. In Ireland it was a leg of potk for a
king, 2 haunch for a queen, and the boar’s head for a charioteer.
Animal bones in continental Celtic graves point to a similar
system, and Athenacus, quoting Poscidonius, says that the
thigh went to the best man present.

The continental Celis sat on hay or skins strewn on the
ground, if cating out-of-doors, otherwise on the Aoor of the
house. They sat in a circle with low tables before them, and in
addition to meat and dnnk, bread was also served. Beef and
mutton, salted pork, and baked salted fish were other dishes
known to the Celis. Athenacus noted with approval their
cleanly, if voracious, way of eating, bur the refinements of the
banquet lay in the music and oral compositions of the bards,
and on their praise or satire hung the reputation of a prince. So,
too, in Ircland where the ancient tradition of counly eulogistic
verse continued far into historical times. Indeed, as long as
there were Trish chicfiains to receive and reward it
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The Celtic Supernatural

e CELTS were obsessed probably no more, but cer-
Tn.in]y no less, with magic, and the observance of ritual,
than any other unsophisticated people of the Old World. 1t is
well to stress the word magic, for of religion, except in the
modern anthropological sense of primitive religion, it cannot
be said that the Celes were at all conscious.

As with most simple country-dwellers, the Celis believed
magical agencies to pervade every aspect of their lives and
surroundings. They were concerned primarily, therefore, to
constrain the powers of magic to beneficent ends, This was to
be achicved through ritual and sacrifice, and by the recitation
of myths: those sacred tales which were thought to move the
deities, by precedent and remembrance, to acquiesce in mortal
needs, To seck for a clear-cut body of belief, in the sense of the
great historical religions, to expect consistency or conformity
of views about life after death, or of the relation of man to the
supernatural, whether gods or beings less defined, would be to
mistake the whole nature of trans-Alpine barbarism in Pres
Roman times. In the same way, an organized pantheon, as
popularly accredited to the Greeks and Romans, finds no place
in the Celtic world, but there are many vestiges in myth, cult
and sacred terminology, springing from a common Indo-
European tradition which the Celts shared in particular with
the Aryan ancestors of the Hindus, and with the lulic fore.
runners of the Romans.

The sources on which the Celtic inquiry can be based are
remarkably abundant although largely misinterpreted unil
very recent times.

In the first place, there is a considerable volume of material,
despite Church expurgation, in the ancient literature of Ire-
land. This comprises many mythological tracts surviving in the
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guise of history, the names of numerous deities, the principal
pagan fesuvals, the activities of druids, and many related
matters, Not 10 be forgotten are such fragments as remain of
paganism in Welsh literature, and both Insh and Welsh
evidence find many analogues in the continental sources,

The greatest body of continental evidence comes from in
scripions and monuments set up under Roman rule, and
encouragement, in the Celtic areas brought within the Empire.
The inscriptions are in Latin, rarcly in Greek, and are generally
to some well-known Roman god coupled with the name of 2
local Celtic one, or paired with a Celtic goddess. The monu-
mems, normally altars of purcly Roman type, do provide,
however, an iconography where none existed, or hardly so, in
earlier days. To this information must be added the remarks of
various Classical writers, most explicit of whom s Caesar.
On the druids, and on various tenets reported of the Celss,
such Greek and Roman sources are more useful than they are
on the gods. Information is also forthcoming from the com~
parative philological study of Celtic deity names, and words
to do with cult, and there is finally the prehistoric archaco
logical material in burial rites, votive offerings and, all too
slightly, on sacred sites and temples. With these should be
mentioned the iconography of some Gaulish and British
coins of the period immediately before the loss of independence.

It seems most profitable to anempt t approach the Celiic
supernatural by considering it firstly in its context of the
ordinary life of its devotees, and here the Irish evidence is most
helpful, for a beginning can be made by noting the festivals
which marked the divisions of the farming year.

The Celtic year, certainly in Ireland and Gaul, was divided
into two principal seasons: warm and cold. In Ircland, at least,
these were further subdivided so that four festivals marked the
turning-points. The greatest festival in Ireland was known as
Samain, In terms of the modern calendar it was celebrated on
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the first of November, but the preceding night was perhaps the
most significant period of the festival. Samain marked the end
of one year and the beginning of the next, It was considered to
stand independently berween the two, and its position in re
lation to the natural seasons shows it clearly to have been the
turning-point in a pastoralist rather than an agrarian cycle. It
corresponds to the end of the grazing season when under primi
tive conditions the herds and flocks were brought together, and
only those animals required for breeding were spared from
slaughter, This was, of course, an age-old practice going back
in temperate Europe to the Neolithic farmers, and imbued
with immemorial custom no less that in providing the oppor-
tunity for unlimited feasting. The word Samain seems indeed
best interpreted as meaning a reassembly or gathering together,
and in Ireland the tiath may be envisaged as reuniting at an
denach at this time. In the literature, the importance of this
festival was so great that practically every event of note ascribed
to the Pre-Christian period took place at it, but its real magical
significance was that of ensuring the renewal of earthly pros-
perity and tribal success; the germination, as it were, of good
fortune for the ensuing spring and summer,

At Samain, sacrifices were certainly offered although no
material descriptions have survived. Types of sacrifice amongst
the Celts will be deseribed later, but here the nature of the
Samain myths is of greater intetest, These were concerned with
the renewal of the fecundity of the earth and its inhabitants,
and had to do with the union of the tribal god with the nature
goddess who nourished the tribal rerritory, and who was
sometimes personified in a river or other nawral feacure.
Exemplifying this aspect are the stories of the union of 2 god,
the Dagda, with a goddess, the Morrigan, or in another
instance, with Boann, the deity of the river Boyne. It is worth
considering what can be gleaned of the way in which these
deities were conceived. The name Dagda, used normally with
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the definite article, means the Good God, but not good in the
ethical sense, but good-ateverything, or all-competent. He is
the father of the tribe, its protector and benefactor, and it may
be said at once that this is the basic type of all the Celtic male
deitics whether in Ireland or beyond. There were no such gods
exclusively as of war, wisdom or of the sun; these were but
particular manifestations of the embracive nature of the wmibal
god. This fact helps greary to explain why so many god names
are known throughout the whole Celtic zone, while very
restricted distributions are enjoyed by all but a few. It suppons,
too, the view that to the Celtic moral it was only the tribal
and local deities, male and female respectively, with whom he
was concerned; the supernatural world, in existence alongside
his own, was avoiding, and to be avoided, except in relation
to specific ritual times and needs, and the witelary powers of the
individual community,

The Dagda’s mate at Samain was, a5 has been indicated, a
nature goddess. In the name Morrigan, Queen of Demons, she
occurs frequently in Irish wexts, but this name is interchangeable
with other horrific ones such as Nemain, Panie, and Badb Catbe,
Raven of Baule, while other conjunctions. include goddess
names, such as Macha and Medb (Maeve), that introduce 2
whole range of horse—more stricily, mare—auributes and
symbolism. The Celtic goddesses in fact also conform to a
general type, but not mribal, o social, for they are of the land or
rerritory to be placated, taken over, or even enslaved, with the
occupation of the ground. They display both ferlity and
destructress aspects, and may be symbolized in the sun and
moon no less than in zoomorphism, and twpography.

These, then, were the supernatural powers to be entreated at
Samain, but the night of its eve was the great occasion in the
year when the temporal world was thoughe to be overrun by
the forces of magic. Magical troops issued from caves and
mounds, individual men might even be received into these
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realms; whilse against the royal strongholds, assaults by Hame
and poison were attempted by monsters.

The second most important festival in Ireland was that of the
first of May, the beginning of the warm season. Called Beltine,
or Cétshamain, this also was a predominantly pastoralist festival
corresponding to the season when the caule could be driven to
open grazing. The lighting of great fires was a characteristic of
this festival, continued long into Christian times, and the
practice of driving carle between two large fires to protect them
from disease has been recorded as a pagan rite supervised by the
druids. The word Beltine, incorporating the Celtic word for
fire, is probably to be connected with a god-name, Belenus,
known widely in Northern Ttaly, Southeeastern Gaul, and in
Noricum. Belenus appears to be onc of the oldest Celtic gods
descernible, associated particularly with the pastoralist element.

The other two Irish seasonal festivals were Imbole, on the
fiest of February, and Lignasad on the first of August. Ofall the
festivals least is known of Imbolc, It was anciently explained as
marking the beginning of the lactation of ewes, and it corres
sponds with the Feast of St Brigit in the Christian calendas.
The Saint's pagan predecessor, Brigit ‘a wise woman, daughter
of the Dagda', was a potent fertility goddess with perhaps
specially emphasized atributes of learning and healing. The
goddess Brigit, whose mame is cognate with the Sansknt
Brbati, The Exalted One, canalso be traced on the Continent
in placenames and inscriptions. That Imbole may have been
especially connected with the tending of sheep seems reasonable,
for although this animal possessed no ritual status as did the ox,
the boar and the dog, who figure as components in divine and
mortal names, the working of wool was an important element
in Celue domestic economy.

The possibility should always be bome in mind that Imbole
may have been originally peculiar to some one cultural of
occupational population group. That Lugnasad was a festival

Fig, 8
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introduced, at least in name if not purpose, by a late-coming
group of settlers to Ircland seems well indicated in the stories
connected with the god Lug. This festival seems to be the most
agrarian in character of those known from Ireland. Its date, the
first of Avgust, does not accord well with a pastoralist economy
when summer transhumance would have been in full swing.
It seems rather to have had to do with ensuring the ripening of
the crops, and here one may note again the nature of the Celtic
interchange with the supernatural, for the observances were
undertaken to ensure the harvest, and not to thank for it. The
concept of thankfulness did not enter into the magical scheme,
for humanity initiated the ritual which, if correctly carried out,
must necessarily culminate in the desired result,

The god Lug is porrayed in the mythological wacts as a
late-comer to the society of Irish divine beings. He, also, was a
wibal god, but of less archaic character than the others; his
weapons are different, and his epithet (samilddnach) denotes him
as lord of every skill in pardcular rather than of knowledge in
general. His name is, of course, well known in Lugudunum,
the modern Lyons, and a number of other Continental town
names. In Ireland, the centre of devotion at Lugnared was not,
appatently, the god himself, but the nature goddess, whether as
Tailltw, in whose honour he was reputed to have founded the
festival, or as Macha, who was entreated in Ulster at this ume.
The indications only await explicic archacological testimony
to show that Lug was brought into Ireland by Gaulish seulers,
perhaps in the first century 8.C.

There was another name for the August festival, Bron
Trograin, which has been interpreted as the "Rage of Trograin'.
To this otherwise unknown name, sacrifices were made for
increase and plenty, and one may deduce an obscure tribal god
who came to be overshadowed by Lug.

The calendar from which the festivals were computed is
known both from Irish and Classical sources to have been
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based on lunar observations, and to have counted nights
rather than days. It may be supposed that the actual choice of
day lay in the hands of the druids, who would have decided
what days were auspicious or otherwise.

So much for the ritual framework of the year based as it was
on essential considerations of livelihood; but the welfare of the
tiiath, or tribe, was also considered to be dependent on the ritual
success of its king. This matter is well exemplified in the Irish
texts, and it can be seen that the failure of crops, caule disease,
or other misfortunes, might be aunbuted to the supernatural
unaceeptability of the king resultant, in all probability, from
some physical or ritual blemish, especially in regard to the
numerous sanctions and observances that beset his every action.

The subject of kingship ritual is too claborate to be discussed
at length here, but some principal aspects may be mentioned.
In the first place the Irish king was thought of as being the
mortal mate of the territorial nature goddess. At Tara it was
Erain, or Medb, who accepted the kings as husbands. The
goddess handed them the goblet, the symbolical act of marriage
in Celtic society, and in other mythological stories, the young
king meets her at a well or spring where she awaits him in the
guise of a beautiful maiden. The king must needs also possess
a mortal wife, although hes ritual function is not so clear as is
that of the queen in Aryan India. The Tara kingship stories
are much concerned with instancing “perfect reigns” in which
there were plentiful harvests and other ideal conditions, but the
king must grow old, and with his ageing came the risk of the
decline in prosperity of the people and the land. At this stage
the goddess takes on the aspect of a repulsive bag, withering
with the king's declining powers, and emphasizing the need
for a new mate who will ensure the continuation of prosperity.
There can be litde doubt that the Celtic king, in fully pagan
times at least, met a violent but ritual end, and there are 2
number of somewhat veiled allusions to deaths by weapon
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wounds, drowning and burning, in the midst of high magic,
in the presence of the hag and the ribal god.

It may be more in sympathy with archaic Celtic thought to
begin a discussion of the principal named deities by a short
description of their behaviour and appearance in Irish mytho.
logy than by an abstract classification from other sources such
as the refined iconography of Roman sculprure.

In the stories connected with Samais, the Dagda is represented
as a grotesque figure of immense swrength and appetites, he is
clad in the short garment of a servant, his weapon is a great
club, some times dragged on wheels, and he possesses 2 magical
cauldron with propertes of inexhaustibility, rejuvenarion and
inspiration. The great chalk-cut figure of a naked man wiclding
a club, at Cerne Abbas in Dorset, must surely represent such 2
god, and i Gaul the type is best exemplified, though in a more
civilized fashion, by Sucellos, the Good Striker, with his
hammer, and cup or dish which may be the counterpart of the
cauldron.

The symbol of abundance in Irdland was this magical
cauldron. OFf the Dagda's it was said ‘that no one goes away
without being satisfied’, but these vessels were possessed by
other Irish gods such as Cii Rof, 2 Munster deity, and Gobniu
who used his for the brewing of immortal beer, The tnbal
god's cauldron played its part also in the sacred building into
which certain kings were brought for their deaths. To retum
to appearances, the grotesque male figure is found present in
a2 number of other Irish mythological stories, and in Welsh
literature, in the mabinggi of Branwen Daughter of Llyr, he
emerges from a lake with his cauldron and his wife. It is clear,
however, that this story has to do with a waditon of the sentle-
ment in West Wales of pagan Irish in late Roman times.

By contrast, Lug is always portrayed as 3 young man repre-
sentative of a much less primitive coneept, and exhibiting none
of the grosser characteristics of the Dagda. Although there is
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no such vivid description of his appearance as thar given for
the Dagda, it is at this point thatr mention should be made of
another of his epithets: Lamfbads, ‘Of the Long Arm', in the
sensc of far-reaching, and this is selfexplanatory for his weapons
were the great throwing-spear and the sling; new and impressive
additions ro Irish armament,

The mansfiguration of the goddesses, from beautiful maiden
to hag, have already been described, but there is one other
manifestation which is important. This is their appearance as
destructresses whether in prognosticating some calamty, or in
their presence on the field of battle, The famous Ulster hero,
Ci Chulainn, was confronted by the Badb attired in a red
cloak, and with red eyebrows, mounted in a chariot drawn by a
grotesque horse, and accompanied by a crude male figure
driving a cow. Much might be made of the symbolism of this
scene, but its intent was fo inspire horror, as did the names
which this weird pair recited of themselves. The Badb subse-
quently changes into her bird form, the raven or erow, and it
is in this guise that she was said to gloat over the bloodshed,
inducing panic and weakness among the contending warrioss.

Badb Catha, the Raven of Batde, introduces the zoomorphic
aspect of many Celtic deities of both sexes. This would seem
to have been an expression of the powers of shapeshifiing
rather than a purely archaic concept of the supernatutal in
animal form. The comparative evidence would suggest that
deities in human form had been too long known to the Indo-
European peoples for any branch of them to retain only a
zoomorphic concept. The male deities seem less markedly
zoomorphic than the female, but the name Lug may mean 2
lynx, and from Gaul are known such names as Cemnunnos, the
Homed One, and Tarvos Trigaranos, the Three-Horned
Bull. A name brought into Asia Minot, by the Galatae, was
Deiotaros, the Divine Bull; bearers of this name being pro-
minent in the first century 8.C.
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The horse does not play a prominent parc in male deity
names, although from Ircland there are mythological names
such as Eochaid, and Ro-Ech, the latter meaning *Great Horse'.
Horse symbaolism is most closely attached to the goddesses, and
the most widespread name is Epona, the goddess-mare depicted
on numerous Gallo-Roman altars. She is the equivalent of
Etain Echraide, and Medb of Tara, and of Macha of Ulster.
So, too, Rhiannon, "Great Queen', is remembered in the
mebinogi of Pwyll, Prince of Dyfed. This mare presentation of
the typical Celtic goddess would appear to be of some signifi-
cance in the common traditions of the Celts, both as a horse
using people, and in their early Eurasiaic connections. In
India, the deified earth, “Manu's Mare’, played an important
part in the rial of kingship.

Another particular aspect of the Celtic deities, male and
female, is that of triplism. This matter has been explored a
good deal. It is not a tendency to winitarian concepts, or of the
union of three distinct supernatural beings. It is, in fact, an
expression of the exteme potency of any one deity. It may be
likened ‘to the power of three’, and this number was sacred, and
auspicious, far beyond the Celtic world as Indian parallels
could again show.

It is worth while considering some examples of Celtic
triplism, for there appear to be centain differences in its applicar
tion according to the sex of the deity. It is perhaps also a more
pronounced atttibute amongst the goddesses, and here it takes
the form of groups of three different names, as in Morrigan,
Badb, Nemain, who are equivalent to Morrigna, in the plural.
So, too, there are three Brigits, and three Macha; the triad
Eire, Banba, and Fodla may be less ancient although the indi-
vidual names can claim genuine antiquity. Of others, both
Carmen, and Tlachtga, gave birth to triplet sons.

The goddess triad in Ireland is mirrored in the numerous
Gallo-Roman dedications to the Mothers. These Matres, or
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Matronae, are usually depicted as three figures bearing symbals
of fecundity. Amongst epithets, they sometimes possess i
names, demonstrating again their identy with the rerritorial
nature goddess.

The triad amongst the male deities in Ircland takes several
forms. Principal characters such as the Dagda, and Lug, are
not strongly triple, although the Dagda had ascribed to him

Fig. 20, Threefuced stone bead. Clorleck, Cavan, Ireland. Height 13§ fn,

two other names, and Lug had two brothers, and arrived at
Tara with two companions. The inscriptions to the Lugoves
known in Switzerland, and in Spain, would seem best
explained as a retention of the wiple form of Lug who, as will
be remembered, was also widely celebrated, in the singular, in
the placesname Lugudanum. From Roman Gaul are known
threesheaded, or threedaced, sculptures of a native god, and
from Ireland one threefaced stone head is known. A direct
reference to such an horific member of the supernatural world
is found in Ellen Trechend who issued from the cave of
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Cruachain, and devastated Ireland, but this type of represenia-
tion might well have been applied to any tribal god, although
in Gaul it can be seen that while anributes were interchange-
able, there were regional or wibal preferences in iconography.
It has to be continually borne in mind that the information
on Celtic deities thus gleaned from various sources must rest on
traditions of varying age and differences as amongst archaic or
more advanced population-groups. It would be wrong to
attempt to reconcile all the indications as if they emanated
from a single century or a common centre. This warning
thought brings to present attention certain other Irish triads,
The Three Gods of Skill (Na eri dee ddna), vsvally personified in
Gobniy, Credne and Luchta, do not appear to have any
direct mortal connections at least in this form. They play a part
in mythological scenes wholly within the supemnatural world,
On the other hand, the triad cited as Mac Cuill (son of hazel2,
or, of one-cyes), Mac Cecht (son of plough?), and Mac Gréne
(son of sun) may well be a presentation of the typical tribal god.
Somewhere between these two concepts may perhaps be placed
the Three Sons of the Kings of Inuath who are connected in
story not with 2 normal tribal organization but with the fiana,
that age-occupation group devoted to hunting and warface,
that was characteristic of some, but perhaps not all, Irish peoples.
Here the relatonship of the miad to mortals seems to be im-
permanent, and the magical services rendered to the fiana
had to be requited not by any awention or gifis, but by avaid-
ance. It may suggest some particular ritual status for the frane
divorced, at least temporarily, from ordinary rribal custom.
So much for the divine triads, but the Three Gods of Skill
bring forward the difficult question as to whether there was in
fact some kind of Celuc pantheon notwithstanding the em-
bracive functions of the mbal and nature deities. In Ircland,
this question must primarily revolve around the nature of the
Titatba D¢ Danann, a title that may be interpreted as the Peoples
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of the Goddess Danu. Many of the gods already mentioned are
included in this association. The Dagda, Lug, Gobniu, are
thete, and a king is found in the personage of Nuadu Argatlim
(of the silver arm). Nuadu, whose weapon was the sword,
gives place to Lug as king on account of his blemish, through
the loss of an arm in battle. The most significant pointer to the
ceality, within Celtic mythology, of this association of deities
lies in the myth known as Fled Gobuin, the feast of Gobnin,
which is concerned with the brewing of 2 magical beer for the
sustenance of the deitics in their banle against the powers of
illsintent and misfortune ( fomoire). This appears to be a very
ancient mythological concept, but it may not have had any
bearing on tribal cult, being rather the concern of the magico-
religious men of learning who supponed a tradition more
ancient than the cults of fragmented, tibal, populations.

It must remain a question beyond the present inquiry as to
whether there can in fact have been an original Indo-European
divine sociery, but the specialization of gods according to
finction or atmibute, as in the case of Mars and Mercury, ot
Jupiter, is something Mediterranean and urban, unknown t
the Celts before, or beyond, the Roman conquests. This is not,
however, to deny that the Celts, in some way, envisaged their
deities as maintaining their own families and retinues, largely
reflecting the mortal social order, but also because these con-
veniently termed gods and goddesses, being mare strictly
supernatural magicians, themselves required magic for their
own continuance.

Another and more complicative factor contributing to the
development of the Tiathe D¢ Danann would have been the
political federation of several tribes or the emergence of a
paramount tribe whose god would presumably have been
thought to take into clientage the gods of the welary peoples.
This development seems to be indicated in the iconography of
some Gaulish monuments, and a good case might be made
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out for its operation amongst the Tiiatha Dé Danan on account
of the inclusion of unquestionable tribal gods as well as putely
other-world personages.

Tt is now time to turn to the monuments of Roman Gaul and
the Rhineland to learn something of the iconography in which
native deities were portrayed, and how they were sometimes
matched with Roman gods, both ends bearing out the policy
of interpretatio Romano.

Caesar, who was not concerned in perpetuating accurate
information on Gaulish cults, merely claimed that Mercury
was accounted the greatest of the gods, and that Apollo, Mars,
Jupiter and Minerva, were also worshipped. The Latin
inscriptions on subsequent Gallo-Roman monuments show
how misleading it would be to take Caesar's statement at face
value. With the very large number of local Celtic deity names
recorded in inscriptions, Mars is predominant in marive
associations, followed by Mercury, Apollo, Jupiter and others.
But these assimilations can be seen to mean nothing more than
the approximation of a particular Roman god the corre-
sponding facet of any tribal god, and in some cases 2 Celtc
name oceurs allied both to Mars and Mercury—ascription does
not define the whole nature of the Celtic deity.

In the same way, misunderstanding or indifference, led
Lucan, writing in the first century A.D., to give inordinate
prominence to three Celtic god names of which he had heard:
Taranis, Teutates and Esus. The corpus of Gallo-Roman
inscriptions which is very representative, show these names to
be quite obscure, but at best they might be epithets applicable
to any tribal god. The scholiasts on Lucan's poem Pharsalia
variously equated Taranis with Dispater and Jupiter, while
Teutates and Esus are both allied to Mercury and Mars. The
general applicability of the Celtic names is evident, for Taranis
is cognate with words for ‘thunder’, Teutates for “people’, and
Esus probably for ‘master’.
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Many of the dedications incorporating Celnc dety names
are found on altars or votive tablets without iconography, but
in other cases characteristic representations are in direct relation
to inscriptions. Monuments to Cernunnos, the homed god,
to Epona, the great queen and mare-goddess, and to Sucellos
with Nantosuelta, may be instanced, but it does not follow that
where no inscrprion elucidates the sculpeure the attributes may
determine the name; certainly not outside the region in which
the name can be confirmed, There are also a number of deity
representations and symbols to which no native name can
anywhere be artached, Principal amongst these are figures
of a three-headed or three-faced god, a squatting god, one with
a snake, 2 wheel or mounted on 2 horse supported by a kneel-
ing giant. These monuments are found to conform to distn Fig. 11
bution patterns generally showing a particular concentration
as well as a wide scatter, The three-headed god is best repre
sented in the termitory of the Belgae, between the Otse, Mame
and Mosclle, but is also found in Burgundy and farther south.
By contrast, the god with the wheel is found in the Masaif
Central, and the lower Rhéne valley, but also sporadically
north-castwards to Champagne, and the Rhine. The horser
man and kneeling giant are concentrated in 2 wide area on
either side of the Middle Rhine, but also sporadically through-
out Eastern and Central Gaul, These examples could be mulei-
plied, but the inference to be drawn seems again o be that of
regional, but not exclusive, preferences on 2 common stock
of illustration. With the deep geographical interpenctration of
these types must go the large number of wibal areas involved,
and one is almost tempted to see those whose duty it was to
Romanize native cults promoting 2 selection of illustracions
any of which might be adopted.

There is no doubr, however, that by the time these monu-
ments were being set up there was also great intermingling of
deity names. This may not have been so marked at an carlier
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period, but, to take one example, there were celebrated, in the
territory of the Treveri, goddesses under the names of Matronac,
Epona, Sirona, and Rosmerta. Others might be added.

In Roman Britain a somewhat parallel situation came into
being, and the epigraphy has been a valuable if somewhat
slight source for insular deity names. There is, however,
nothing comparable o the great range of the Gaulish material,
and the inscriptions seem restricted to a few areas of mulitary
and commercial importance.

It is unforunate that, with perthaps one exception, the
mythological figures of the Welsh Mabinogion, such as
Manawyddan son of Llyr, Gofannyon and Lleu Llaw Gyffes,
are not recorded in epigraphy. The exception is Mabon,
generally equated with Maponus who is known from inscrip
tions and placesnames in an area on either side of the western
end of Hadrian’s Wall. The dedication at Lydney in Glou-
cestershire to Nodens, who may be identical with the Trish
Nuadu, and the Welsh Nudd, is now considered to result
from an Irish sertlement of the fourth century A.0. It may be 0
this period of Irish expansion, to which Wales was fully
subjected, that the bulk of mythological material in the
Mabinogion belongs.

In making use of the monuments and inscriptions of Roman
times in Gaul and Britain, it must be remembered that the
later they fall in date the less trustworthy they are for regional
investigations. The movement of auxiliary woops, and in
dividuals, in both directions across the Channel was such that
deity transplantations were not infrequent.

Although it has been suggested on a previous page that in
the Romanization of native cults a selection of scemingly
standardized representations wete largely employed, this is not
to deny that the essential symbols—horned or squatting figures,
hotses, wheels and so forth—were already in use in the days of
independence. These things cannot be dismissed as borrowings
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Fig. 31. Map contrasting the distritution of two lesimg
leenagrapbical types amongst the Gaulich deities.
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Fig. 2. Stone figute from Roquepertuie, Boucher du Rbdee. Hright approx. 4 ft. 14 in.

from any Mediterranean iconography, however much their
presentation was influenced from that quarter. The great major-
ity of Pre-Roman images must have been made of wood, and
have not survived, but that some were recognizably anthrope-
morphic seems a reasonable deducton for those plurime
simulicra assigned by Caesar to Mercury.

In Northern Europe, and in Britain and Ireland, where peat
has preserved many wooden objects, there exist 2 number of
rough human images of which the carliest remount to the
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Late Bronze Age. These, and a sprinkling of certainly Celtic
stone figures, to be described later, go some way to redress 2
commonly held view that human representation was repugnans
to trans-Alpine barbaric cult. One has only to think, oo, of
the ever-increasing number of La Téne style masks and heads,
and of the heads and figures on Celtic coins. It must have been
largely a matter of available crafismanship, and it was only in
rare cases that images in stone or bronze could be achieved.
The hazards of the intervening centuries have of course further
reduced the possibility of appreciating the number or signifi-
cance of such creations.

Of the representational types already mentioned from Gaul,
the squarting figure can be shown to go back at least to the
second century B.C., for it is found in the monumental sculpture
at the great sanctuaries of Entremont and Roquepertuse near
Aix-en-Provence, Enremont was a sanctuary of the Salyes
and was desroyed by the Romans in 124 8.¢. These places
cannot be regarded as typical of Celtic practice. They lie in
just that area most open to Mediterranean civilization, whether
in the form of Colonial Greek at Massilia, or in that from the
Gracco-Etruscan sphere of Northern Ttaly, At most, the Celtie
clement around the Lower Rhone was composed of warrior
overlords, and their material culture was predominantly thar
of their Ligurian subjects, and their moze civilized neighbouts.
However unusual Entremont, Roquepertuse and the other
sanctuaries in the same region may have been, they gave expres-

sion to certain purely Celtic elements in symbolism and ritnal, %

The outline friezes of horses, the carved birds, and the niches
for the display of human heads, agree well with the kind of
symbolism already deduced for more primitive regions. The
large human stone sculptures at Roquepertuse sit cross-legged
with the legs drawn close to the hips, and the soles of the
feet twrned upwards. This has appeared as something very
oriental to many writers, but in all probability it was the normal
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ground.sitting posture amongst the Celts as it remains amongst
many Astatic peoples. It provides a more comfortable arrange-
ment of the legs for people accustomed to it, leamnt in the
agility of childhood. Here was something of the Eurasiatic
way of life abandoned in the west on the general adoption of
chairs and stools. This pose would none the less have been
also appropriate in ritual for gods and devotees whether in
receiving or offering gifis, or, in the recitation of sacred texts,
but to which category the Roquepertuse figures belong it is not
at all clear. A fuller discussion of these sanctuaries must be
foregone in the present survey, but one other point should be
noted. The dress of the Roquepertuse figures, with the excep.
uon of the ceremonial square-cut cape, consists of the shont
wnic gathered at the waist with a belr, and so illustrates this
type of Celtic apparel by more than a century in advance of
Diodorus Siculus.

In the absence of intermediate examples of cult are in Gaul,
between the Roquepertuse staruary and the very various
Gallo-Roman pieces, it is impossible to say what influence, if
any, the southern sanctuaries may have had in areas north.
wards. It is not anyway likely that the squaning pose was
propagated from that quarter.

An carlier, and perhaps more potent, exotic influence in
Celtic cult art was that of the Etruscans, and this is manifest in
a few surviving sculptires mainly from the Middle Rhenish
zone, Here, individual motifs of Etruscan origin are found in
sculpture that is wholly Celtic in gencral composition, but this
evidence is important in showing the exwent to which i
about sacred monuments may have developed at a time when,
in artistic sensibility generally, the Celts were most receprive.

The relicfcarved, foursided pillar from Phlzfeld, in the
Hunsriick, is the most outstanding of the existing monuments.
It 15 described in detail on page 269, and here its cult significance
only will be discussed. Its essential character is that of a tapering
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Fig. 24, Fraguientary stone bead from Hodelberg, Feight 113 in,

monolith decorated on all sides with floriate motifs in the early
La Téne style, and in the midst of each panel peers forth a
human face surmounted by great paired lobes, the so-called
leafrcrown’ considered to be a mark of deity in carly La Téne
art. The monument was originally surmounted by 2 similarly
carved head, but this has disappeared within recent centuries.
There is unfortunately no other known comparable pillar, but
a stone head from Heidelberg may well have surmounted such
another. On stylistic grounds, and bearing in mind the historis
cal setting for the period of direct Etruscan influences north
of the Alps, the Palzfeld stone should date to within the fourth

Fig.
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century 8.C., if not slightly caclier. Its explanation in terms of
cult is perhaps hazardous, but whether or not it stood originally
ot a grave mound, there is something to be said for believing it
to represent the idea of a sacred tree, the home, if not the

embodiment, of a mbal deity.
SACRED OF 2 much later date, but in line with this possibility, is the
COLUMNS evidence of a type of Gallo-Roman monument not hithero
AND ‘TREES mentioned. This is the ‘Jupitercolumn’, so called from the
Figr. 1, £5 epigraphical westimony of dedication to Jupiter. These monu-

ments have their main disribuzion in the Middle Rhenish
zone, both east and west, and extend into the Vosges with a
wide dispersal in North-eastern and Central Gaul. The over-all
appearance of the monument is Roman, and it essenrially
consists of a square base surmounted by a swelling and slightly
apered column, with capital, and surmounting sculprured
device. The base, and even the column, are often decorated with
figures of Roman gods, but the topmost element porrays a
composition more at home in native cult. This, usually, is a
sculpture of the horseman and emergent giant wha supparts
the horse’s front feet. The bearded rider is garbed in Roman
military attive, but may carry a wheel as well as weapons. In 2
few cases a seated male figure, or a male and female couple,
take the place of the equestrian group, but all these subjects can
be reconciled with the general theme of the all-purpose Celtic
god a5 already expounded.

It is not, however, the iconography so much as the column
itself that is of prime interest. Its unusual form, as a subject
within the interpretatio Romano, and its concentration within the
Middle Rhenish zone, strongly suggest that it had native fore
runners in wood, and again, that its ultimate prototype was the
growing sacred tree.

It remains to say that both Gallo-Roman epigraphy, and
Fig. 25, Reconstruction [rish texts throw light on the significance of sacred trees amongst

of .f".""*: .'::'5::::::1 .rf"“""" the Celts. Gods of oak and beech are known from dedications.

Estimated beight 14 ft.9im
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The tribal name Eburones incorporates the word for yew, and
Gaulish proper names include Guidgen, son of wood, and
Giserngen, son of alder. In Ireland there are a number of allu-
sions to a sacred tree (bile), and this word is to be compared
with the French place name Billom, originally Gaulish
Bilionagus, the plain or clearing of the sacred tree. Again, lrish
mythological names such as Mac Cuilins, son of holly, and
Mac Ibar, son of yew, tell the same story,

The Middle Rhenish Celts may be credited with adopting
for their own purposes the Etruscan practice of raising sculp.
tured stone monuments, but it is probably from that quarter

Fig, 36, Recostruction of breken horns on Helzgerlingen bead.

also that they reccived the idea of portraying twosheaded, or
two-faced, Janusike, images. The finest surviving example is
the tall stone from Holzgerlingen in Wiirttemberg which shows
on two opposing sides identical shallow-cut human faces with,
below, the right forcarm extended horizontally across the body.
This figure also appears to have had 2 leaf-crown standing
free, and shared by the two faces. The Holzgetlingen stone has
no ornamental carving, and the emphasis 35 on the severe,
inscrutable, face, whichever is confronted, for there is no real
side view ar profile. It scems very probable that this, and related
stones, were set up in shrines and sanctuarics of types 1o be
mentioned later, but one of the most arresting picces from
Roquepertuse was a Janus composition of two heads, and this

Plate 63

Fig. 3
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may give strength to the case for the Rhéne having been the
route by which these new ideas in cult art found their way to
the central Celtic area.

The riwwal interest of these heads, together with the faces on
the Plalzfeld pillar looking in all four directions, lies in the
expression they give to the superhuman abilities of the deity,
and the purly Celuc embodiment of this, involving the
sacted number of three, would have been a subsequemt
sculptural development.

Finally, an interesting stone of even earlier date deserves
mention. It was found at Stockach, near Tiibingen, in associa-
ton with a cremation burial under 2 tumulus. The grave
offerings belong to the first phase of the Hallstan ironcusing
culture. The stone, which was broken, shows the lower pant
of a roughly modelled head with a single face. Shoulders are
marked but no neck, and the only other feature is a single zig
zag line running round all sides beneath the shoulders. It
seems unnecessary to seck southern inspiration for this piece,
but its witness for more widespread practice at this period is
uncertain.

The precinets of sacred trees, images, and other objects of
veneration, must now be considered. Except for sanctuaries
such as Roquepertuse and Enwemont, lying in an area parti-
cularly open to more sophisticated amainments, the sacred
places of the Celis, prior to, or beyond, the Roman Empire,
scem to have been of the simplest kind.

A widespread form appears to have been a sacred wood, or
wract of ground on which stood groves of trees. This seems to
have been the general implication of the word nemeton which is
widely distributed in placenames throughout the Celtic lands.
Some examples are Drunemeton, the sanctuary and meeting
place of the Galatians in Asia Minor, Nemetobriga in Spanish
Galicia, Nemetacum, in the territory of the Atrcbates in
North-castern Gaul, and Nemetodurum from which is derived
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Fig. 57, Stanie figire from Stockach, Wirtiemberg, Height 2 2. 3§ in.

the modern name of Nanterre. In Britain there was a place
Vernemeton in Nowinghamshire, and in Southern Scotland
a Medionemeton, In Ireland, fidnented meant a sacred wood, but
a Latin gloss for nemed gives sacellum which suggests a small
shrine or enclosure. An eighth-century glossary gives a plural
word “nimidas’, evidently derived from nemeton, and explains it
in terms of the holy places of the woods, and the cleventh-
century cartulary of the Abbey of Quimperlé refers to 2 wood
called Nemet, thus showing the continuity of Celtic wadition
in Brittany. There are, as well, the references by Classical
writers to the woods in which the druids performed their rites

and sacrifices, but the Celtic word in question is not mentioned
in these passages.
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Archacology can do nothing to recaprure the sanctity, even
horror, of a natural wood, and from antiquity there is only
Lucan's pethaps imaginary description of the sacred wood near
Massilia which was destroyed by Caesar to provide timber for
sicge works. Lucan’s word-picture of rotting wooden idols,
and branches smeared with human blood is graphic enough,
bur whether it is rue—thar 15, of 2 genuinely Celtic cult—or
based on an account from elsewhere, it is impossible to tell.

It seems, indeed, that nemeton may have come o have had a
very wide application, and there are two categories of sites, in
addition to woods, that may have been so called. Firstly, there
were the places at which the seasonal gatherings of the tiath, or
tribe, took place. The Galatian centre, Drunemeton, and the
various royal sites in Ireland, Emain Macha, Tara, Cruachain
and others, are possible examples. These popular foregatherings
could not have been mnmutml;.r held within a wood, as races,
games and public meetings of various kinds were all essential
clements of these festivals. In Ireland one finds that the tradi-
tonal sites are in face more remarckable for their funerary
monuments than for signs of habitation or defence, and in the
literature, it is the grave mounds that are remembered, and
shown to have been the reason for the celebration at that plade.

Secondly, however, nemeton seems to have been appropriate
to lesser sancruaries, or local shrines, if one may judge from the
equation of the term with sacellum, and with an inscription
Roman umes from Vaison, Vaucluse, which commemorates
the setting-up of 2 nemeton in honour of Belesama. This must
surely refer to some kind of structure,

Before discussing some of the few archacological sites which
throw any light on these two categories of sacred place, it
should be said that we are not justified in concluding thar all
Celtic sanctuaries were fundamentally places of burial, as has
sometimes been done. There is no indication that such sacred
words as we have evidence of were used in this way, nor is



The Celtic Supernatural

Fig. 28, Map illustrating the geograplical rotge of:

(i) Drdications to Belenus (B), (1) Dedications to Epons (E), Thest ere tamcentrated
iwithin the ared enclosed by the broken line, tagether with the site of Alesia which was ¢
principal centre of the cult. The outlying dedications result from dewotees in Roman militery
service. (iii) Fowr selected nemeton placesmames indicative of sacred woads or otber kinds
of sancrwary. (wore: This {1 wot o detailed ditribwtion wap.)

there any from a small Iron Age shrine at Frilford in Berkshire,
nor from the circular wooden building, taken to have been a
shrine, at St Margarcthenam/Silberberg in Austria. There 1s
also to be considered the testimony of nativestyle temples
erected under Roman rule where, although some may indeed
enhance an ancestral tomb, others can be shown to have had
no funerary connections,

The Frilford site consisted of six large post-holes in two close-
set lines of three each. The form of the onginal enclosure is not

SOME CELTIC
SHRINES
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known as, at a later date, a roughly horseshoeshaped ditch
was dug providing an entrance facing the double line of
assumed uprights. These latter can hardly have been intended
to support a roof, and may therefore be regarded as having been
themselves objects of veneration, This theory is strengthened by
the fact that at the foot of the central post, in the front row,
an iron ploughshare was found in such a position that it must
have been an intentional deposit. Early in the Romanization
of the district, the site was dismantled and levelled, and a
circular stone-built wall was erected in its place. It is not clear
what kind of structure, if any, this wall supported, but evidence
of a conflagration in later Roman times suggests that, by then,
at least, a wooden superstructure, perhaps a roof, was in posis
tion. It is clear that the sanctity of the Iron Age shrine cons
tunued o be held in respect, but the Roman ‘rotunda’ should
possibly be regarded as the culmination of this intent at a
moment when the real centre of cult was moved to a newly
constructed wemple a shont distance away, This Romano-
British temple is of the simple square-built type that will be
described presently.

The site at St Margarethen-am-Silberberg, dating appar-
ently, from the carly first century B.C., indicated a circular
post-built hut some twenty feet in diameter, probably covered
by a conical thatched roof. It cannot be claimed that this was a
mote archaic house form than the rectangular ones at the same
site which were contemporary with it. It would, however,
seem to provide a pointer to the natute of the antecedents of the
round and polygonal native temples in the Celuc areas of the
Roman Empire. It may also have some bearing on those
mythological feasting halls (bruidue) that play an important
part in certain Irish kingship stories, which were wood buile,
and were possibly, though not certainly, round in plan.

An interesting, and potentially important site in its wider
implications, is the earthwork known as the Goloring which
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lies in the Kobener Wald between Koblenz and Mayen,
and which was excavated within recent years, Here a circular
area some six hundred and twentyfive feet in diameter was
enclosed by a bank and inner ditch. In the centre is an elevated
area some two hundred and ninety-five feet across, and at its
centre point was found 2 hole which had held a wooden post
of some considerable height, possibly of the order of forty feet,
Excavation revealed that a long ramp had led down into the
hole on one side, and this would have been used for sliding in
the foot of the post which would then have been levered and
hauled to an upright position, This was the normal method in
ancient Europe of stepping large wooden or stone uprights, and
the technique was well known, for example, in Neolithic
Britain.

There was no evidence for burial or habitation at the
Goloring, but stray potsherds in the compesition of the cenral
area, and in the ditch silting, indicated construction in Late
Hallstare times, and therefore possibly in the sixth century 5.C.
Although now covered by trees, the Goloring must be envis-
aged as having stood in open country, and its actual situation
was towards the southern side of a low ridge. The standing
post would have been a conspicuous landmark for some
distance around, and it does not seem unreasonable to interpret
the site as a wibal assembly place. Here was adequate space
for a concourse with its rites, judgments, deliberations, games
and marketing. Funerary associations were not lacking, for in
close proximity were two groups of tumuli datng from
Umnfield to Hallstar times.

No other site of this kind has been excavated on the Continent,
but there are superficial indications of others, ar least in this
part of the Rhenish zone. The general nature of the Goloring
scems to justify comparison with some of the earthworks at royal
assembly places in Ircland as at Tara, at Emain Macha (Navan Plates 71, 78
fort, Armagh), and Knockaulin, County Kildare. At all of
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these there are earthworks with the ditch inside the rampar,
but while this is usually found to be a ritual device, it can be
effective for defence if the earthworks are sited on steeply sloping
ground. Either, or both, purposes may have been in question
at the Goloring and at many apparently similar sites in Ireland.
Analogies to the standing post at the Goloring are not as yet
known in Ircland, although the use of stone pillars as memorials
and gravestones was certainly observed, The possibility that
Celtic institutions were brought to Ireland by settlers of Rhene
ish cultural traditions was mentioned in the first chapter, and
if this should be substantiated, the relationship between the
Goloring and Irish earthworks will be seen in a clearer light.

In Ircland the juxsapasition, at the principal places of
assembly, of various kinds of enclosures with burial mounds
stresses the auspiciousness of ancestral tombs, An allusion to
the rightness of assembly at funcrary monuments is in fact made
in the great legal compilation known as Semcher Mér, dating
in its first written form from the cighth century A.p. As yet no
[rish site has revealed tombs that can be considered as those of
founder seulers or immediate ancestors of the Insh Celts, but
this must largely be a marter of further excavation. At Tara, the
Celtic mraditons were only adopted to a hilltop that was
already sancified for centuries by the presence of an Early
Bronze Age megalithic tomb, and subsequent burials made in
its covering mound. This, after all, should be quite in line with
the concept of winning over the presexisting supernatural
powers of the countyside, manifest chiefly in the nature
goddess. At Tara, Medb or Ewin might well claim an an-
cestress in the Early Bronze Age tomb.goddess who was of
Mediterranean, not Indo-European, origins.

[t seems that no over-all line of development should be
sought in considering the holy places of the Celis, bur the
identificanon of one type of site clearly incorportating shrine
and burial aspects is of particular interest. These sites have been
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recently identified in the department of the Mamne, in North-
eastern France. Here, square ditched enclosures formed the
burial places for assumed families over a period of some
centuries. At the site excavated at Ecuryde-Repos, the sides of
the square were approximately thirty-three feet, and ar the
centre of the enclosed space were found four large post-holes
arranged in a rough square with a single large oval post-hole
at the centre point. This cvidence is very reasonably interpreted
as speaking for a roofed shrine covering a free standing object
whether a post or a carved image.

The oldest burial within the precinet was by inhumation,
and it lay immediately to the west of the shrine. Both it, and
another inhumation in a less privileged position, contained
brooches of La Téne IT style, bur the subsequent burials were
cremations which, with their pottery, showed continuance of
use of the site to Roman times. IF the stone figure from Holzer-
lingen, alceady mentioned, did not stand on top of a chieftain’s
burial mound, as was once suggested, it is not difficult
envisage it within a shrine of the kind discovered at Ecuryle.
Repos.

The squareness in plan of this simple shrine structure, and  romaxo-
of the enclosing ditch, may well be thought of as an antecedent  cELYIC
to the most common form of native Celtic temple as developed  TEMPLES
in more durable building material under Roman encourage-
ment. In these the essential features are a small square building,
the shrine itself, or ells, entered through a single door, and
usually surrounded by a portico or veranda. The whole stood,
in at least some cases, within a square enclosure, Tt is clear that
the worshippers must have remained outside the building, but
the portico provided a place to which the sacred contents,
images or symbols, could be brought out for exposure and
veneration. The fact that the portico runs round all four sides
of the shrine may suggest that its purpose was for processions,
and these would doubtless have moved in a sunwise direction
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about the building. Under the shelter of the portico roof may
well have sat the men of sacred knowledge reciung the rwal
texts appropriate to each fesuval, From only one site, and that
in Britain, at Heathrow in Middlesex, is an explicit wooden
prototype of the Pre-Roman Iron Age known for these square
temples which are not at the same ume places of burial. This
excavation which awais full publication will clearly be of the
ErCatest Interest,

It is in Gaul that the Romano-Celtic temple, square, poly
gonal and round, is found in greatest number. They were
erected in towns, at thermal springs, and at many country
places including some hill-wops. At some, an original Pre-
Roman tomb and sanctuary seems to have been commemor-
ated, and it has been claimed that the special virtue of these
temples lay in the presence of 2 god, or hero, ancestor to whom
the local population were as dependants, Without pressing
this view, it may be said that the Insh literary evidence all
points to wibal god ancestors in the genealogies, and to the
tombs of gods and mortal heroes in field monuments recorded
in topographical traditions.

One further type of visible monument to do with cult must
claim a briefnotice. In Central Spain and in Northern Portugal,
and generally associated with hillfons of Celuic, or panly
Celtic, tribes, there are found large stone sculptures of boars and
bulls. The inspiration for these sculptores is probably Medi.
terranean, but the purpose suited Celtic needs, for these figures
seem to have had to do with the fertlity and prospenity of the
herds, and the sculptures are found sited in, or overlooking,
cattle enclosures bencath the actual citadels. In Northern
Portugal there are also sculptures of armed warriors, and these
too would scem to have served as protective forees.

Perhaps the most spectacular, to contemporary eyes, of Celtic
sacred places were those where rested collections of votive
offerings exposed to full view in the open. Caesar mentions
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Fig. 29. Boar seulpture. Central Spain, Somewbar over life=size

weapons and other booty heaped on the ground, and these lay
unmolested and dedicated to the god of the conquering side in
inter-tribal warfate. Poscidonius, who also travelled in Gaul in
the first century B.C., 15 quoted by Strabo on the great votive
treasure of the Volcae Tectosages which was deposited in
sacred enclosures and pools mear Tolosa (Toulouse). This
treasure was pillaged by the Romans in 106 8.C., and it is
reported to have been of unworked gold and silver, from which
it would appear that ingots of these metals had been made up.

The reference by Poscidonius to sacred pools, which may
also imply marshes or swamps, is of particular interest in view
of 2 number of archacological discoveries that may best be
interpreted as votive deposits. Within the Celtic Iron Age may
principally be cited the finds from La Téne itself, from Por,
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another site in Switzerland, from Llyn Cerrig Bach in Angle.
sey, and from various sites in Scotland. There are also many
individual finds from pear bogs and rivers, that may be sus-
pected of having been gifis to the supernatural, and in Northern
Europe, beyond the effective sertlement of the Celts, there are
some very remarkable votive deposits of acmal Celuic objects,
which throw much light on the whole marter.

At La Téne, the great mass of objects, principally consisting
of iron weapons and equipment, but including woodwork and
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a complete wheel, lay in the peat a little offshore in 2 small bay
which lies at the eastern end of the lake of Neuchitel. Some
human skeletal remains were also found, and the piles of a
jettylike construction which probably provided the platform
from which the offerings were made. The discoveries at Port
on the Nidau Biiren canal, at the north-castern end of Lake
Biel, came from the bed of an old river. Here, too, the
finds have been mainly weapons including spear-heads, and
swords, some of the latter displaying punch marks of master

Fig. 31. Inneriptian  (RORISIOS
in Greek letters) anid purchomark
vn sword blade from Port, Bienne,
Switzerland. Scale slightly ever

wctual sizz.
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swotdsmiths, and are of the finest quality. The remains of a
wooden structure was also detected at Port.

In Anglesey, the Llyn Cerrig Bach find, made in 1943, has
thrown much light en the sources and composition of the
objects in a large votive deposit. The site had been an area of
standing water, part of a lake, that was close to a rock shelf on
the shore. From this vantage point had been thrown numerous
weapons, chariot fiings, slave chains, tools, and at least frag.
ments of cauldrons, trumpets, and pieces of fine bronze work
decorated in the insular La Tene style. A large quantity of
bones, representing ox, horse, sheep, pig and dog, were also
found, and these appear to have been sacrificed animals rather
than domestic refuse for which there was no other indication.

The dating of the metal objects lics between the mid-second
century B.C. and the midfirst century A.p. Although the
circumstances of the find prohibited any direct abservations, it
seemns probable that the Llyn Cerrig Bach material represents a
series of offerings made over a period of time, but its discon:
tinuation in the mid-first century is almost certainly to be
related to the storming of Mona by Roman woops in 61 A.D.
The finer pieces of latest date in the deposit, coming as they did
from richer areas in Britain to the south-east, suggest the pres
sence of aristocratic refugees, and their association with final
rites to stem the tide of calamity.

Three much smaller collections of votive offerings, from
the first and second centuries A.p., come from Carlingwark,
Blackburm Mill, and Eckford, all in Southern Scotland.
In the first two cases the objects had been placed in cauldrons,
the ritual significance of which need hardly be stressed again.
The objects in all three hoards were mainly 1ools and equipment
of both native and Roman work, and many were broken and
worn out when deposited. The offering of defective objects,
here and clsewhere, seems to have been quite in order as it was
presumably the ‘essence’ of each piece, rather than its sate of
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completion, that was thought to count with the supernatural,
These three deposits are of wide interest, as they were clearly
single acts, and made in water at places that were not habitually
regarded as especially sacred for such rites.

Of single votive offerings only the splendid bronze shield
in late insular La Téne style from the Thames at Battersea, and
the somewhat earlier shicld and sword from the Lincolnshire

Fif. 32. Portion of slave thain from Llyw Cerrig Bach, Anglesey.
Miximann width of ring 7 in,

Witham, will be cited as objects most unlikely to have been
merely lost overboard when crossing the river.

The recovery of votive deposits from water-logged sites must
depend to a large extent on geographical factors, changes in
water level, and the modern exploitation of peat. The practice
of water or marsh depositions is known to remount to the Early
Neolithic in Denmark where conditions for preservation have
been particularly favourable. The usage scems o have been
continuous throughout pagan times in the Teutonic North,
but it is not unlikely that elsewhere in wans-Alpine Europe
votive deposits were made from as carly a beginning.
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Sacred precinces and votive offerings lead on to questions of
human and animal sacrifice, and to the pessons within the
community who were competent to perform the rites,

It is unfortunately impossible to recapture the sequence of
ceremonies appropriate for the various scasonal festivals, or for
those more sporadic contingencics such as warfare, famine or
disease, The Classical notices are oo brief and vague, and the
Inish literary sources betray only indirect information. In the
first case it was too batbarous, and in the second, too heathen.
ish, a custom to merit detailed recollection. With regard to the
Irish seasonal festivals, it has been said that carle were sacrificed
at Bron Trograin, but there exists a more oblique and interesting
reference to human sacrifice at Samain. This is contained in 2
story of how at this season a maiden was wooed at Bri Ele by
the men of Ircland, and that for each man that wooed, one of
his people were slain, no one knowing who did the decd. Br
Ele was another name for Cruachain, the royal centre of
Connacht, and it would appear that the nature goddess's good-
will was secured through the sacrifice of a man from cach
invoking community. The inference is thar the king was
amorous of the goddess. The secret disparch of the vicum,
presumably by a weapon stab, recalls some royal deaths, and
was doubtless a device in the hands of those in charge of the
tites. Somewhat more general and fanciful allusions to the
sacrifice of children and beasts at Samain are to be found in the
manuscripts. That these contain an element of truth is un-
questionable, but they do not contribute to any closer under-
standing of the settng,

One of the most important survivals in Irish mythology is
astory concerning sacrifice to redress the misfortunes consequent
upon an inavspicious alliance between a king of Tara and a
strange woman. The ritual prescribed by the druids is the
sacrifice of the son of a sinless couple. The story goes on to
relate the fabulous circumstances of his discovery, but ence he
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has been brought to Tara, and at the point of sacrifice, a supet
natural woman appears leading a cow which she directs to be
offered in substitution. This story has a remarkable parallel in
Aryan tradition in India, strongly pointing to a common heris
tage, but its ritual interest also lies in its demonstration of the
kind of myth which justified the substitution of animal for
human vietims,

The same trend is found in a myth projected into an account
of a banle that must have occurred relatively late in Pre
Christian times. In this fray, a people called the Dési overcome
the people of Ossory as a result of 2 druid having allowed him-
self to be slain in the form of 2 cow. Here ariginal sacrifice of the
most sacred category of human being was undertaken to ensure
the outcome of the contest, but the rite had been ameliorated
by means of the magician’s supposed shapeshifting prowess.

It would be unwise to deduce that human sacrifice had
generally been abandoned for animal offerings amongst the
Trish Celts, Perhaps it was only so in particular ritual situations,
or amongst certain peoples; the evident ritual deaths of kings
will not have been forgotten. The Classical evidence for human
victims in Gaul and Britain is strong, and to the principle of
these attention must now tum,

Caesar understood well the propitiatory nature of sacrifice
amongst the Gauls, but of course there was nothing extras
ordinary in this custom in Gaul, or in the wider Celtic
domain; it was only that the Celts had retained archaic practices
once also at home in Italy, as in Greece, but now long out-
moded. It appears that the most usual method of sacrifice was
by a weapon wound, with the sprinkling of blood on sacred
objects, as on altars and trees. This much may be inferred from
Tacitus and Lucan. There was too, the aking of auspices
by consultation of human entrails, but of greater interest are
the reports of sacrifice by burmning, drowning and hanging.

In the first place, Cacsar describes how some Gaulish wibes
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constructed colossal images of wickerwork, filled them with
living victims, and then set the whole thing alight. The
victims were said to have been preferably malefactors, and it
may be deduced that, whatever the actual crimes, these were
persons who had transgressed their ritual integrity. It does not
appear that captives taken in baule were offered on these
occasions. The sacrifices in this manner appear to have been
to ensure mibal welfare, and may therefore be compared 1o the
Irish seasonal festivals and the sacrifices that were conducted at
them also, The wickerwork containers, whether or not it can
be admirted thar they took the form of human figures, recall the
various Irish stories, some cerrainly mythological, of houses
burnt down, and the death of people, sometimes kings,
within.

These points bear on the well known reference to Teutates,
Taranis and Esus, by Lucan in the Pharsalia, and the ecarly
commentaries that have survived on the text amplifying the
information Lucan gives on these three Celiic gods. Here
Taranis is stated to have been propitiated by burning, while to
Teutates victims were drowned, and to Esus they were hanged.
It will be remembered thar these three names may have been of
general applicability to Gaulish tribal deities, and the rites
may therefore have been appropriate to different occasions
rather than to different tribes, There is the possibility, too, that
these three modes symbolized the elements of earth or vegetation
(Esus: hanging), fire (Taranis: burning), and water (Teutates:
drowning). The drowning sacrifice is depicted on one of the
pancls of the great silver basin from Gundestrup in Denmark,
itself a votive offering in a peat bog, but in manufacture of
Celuic origin, dating probably from the first century B.C., and
coming from the Celts settled along the middle Danube rather
than from the Gauls. The hanging sacrifice to Esus is parti-
cularly interesting with irs inference for sacred trees, but also
because this rite was praciised in honour of Othin, the great
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magician god of the Teutonic barbarian warrior aristocracy,
whose cult was centred in Sweden, and who even may have
had a Celiic onigin.

The practtioners of magic and ritual must form the subject
of the final pages of this chapter, and of these the chief amongst
the Celts were the druids. It is perhaps unnecessary to say thar
despite the romantic fictions of recent centurics, and the mock
‘druidic’ organizations that stll spring up from time to ume,
there is absolutely no continuity or relation with the druids of
antiquity. Nor 15 there any necessity to evoke wonder, or
mystery, in accounting for the ancient druids who, in the light
of modern studies in comparative religion, are found to take 2
natural place iri a well-defined socio-religious category common
1o several, if not at one time all, of the peoples possessing Indo-
European languages and institutions, Of these the most out
standing example are the Brahmins who have continued in
cxistence in Hindu society since the Aryan invasions of
Northern India in the mid- or latesecond millennium s.c.
The Brahmins have, of course, for long formed an hereditary
caste, but this seems to have been 2 development subsequent
to isolation in India, while, amongst the Celts, the druids pre
served the more archaic organization in forming a class recruited
from children of the wamior aristocracy. Anterior to the
flamines and pontifices at Rome, there is some evidence for a
similar category of sacred person amongst the Italic peoples,
but the development of Rome under Mediterranean influence
to a great urban state transformed the primitive institutions.

The word druid as used in modern European languages is
derived from continental Celtic through Greck and Ladn
texts, Caesar for instance writes of druides, and Cicero of
druidae. These, of course, are Latinized forms in the plural,
In the surviving insular Celtic languages, drul (sing.) druad
(plut.) are forms of the same word from Old Irish texts, Dryw
is the Welsh equivalent in the singular. Druid, as a word, is

MAGICLANS
AND SAGES
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considered to derive from roots meaning ‘knowledge of the
oak’, or possibly ‘grear, or deep, knowledge'. Pliny compared
the word to the Greek one for an oak tree, and seems to imply
that its connection with oak was intended. The connection
between the druids and the oak is indeed explicit in Pliny's
account of the cutting of mustletoe from an oak wee by the
druids, and the accompanying sacrifice of bulls, It is unfor,
wnately unkoown if this rite was connected with a tribal
festival and for what purpose it was carried out. The oak
groves at Olympia may also have been in Pliny's mind, and
these certainly appear to have been a surviving Indo-European
element in Greek cult comparable to the Celtic sacred woods,
more particularly with the oak sanctuary (Drunemeton) of the
Galatians, If the oak, principally but not exclusively amongst
trees, was the symbol of deity, *knowledge of the oak’ would be
apposite for those who mediated with the supernatural.

The essence of druidic knowledge of the supernatural is
made clearer by a consideration of the titles of other Celtic
learned magicians, although it is impossible to draw any real
distinction between their functions. In addition to druids and
bards, Strabo mentions vates, and this word is cognate with the
Irish fdthi (sing.: fdith), These words spring from a root meaning
‘inspired’ or ‘ccstatic’, and thence prophet and poct. Another
Irish term, and one that became most prominent in Early
Christian times, was that of fili (plur.: filid). This originally
meant ‘seer’, but became the most usual word for poet in the
sense of the learned court eulogist and remembrancer, It was in
the ability ‘to se¢” the invisible, to obtain prior knowledge, that
the power of the magician was considered mainly to have lain.
Knowledge was a matter of seeing, as the philology of the
Insh words show, and this again was achieved through
trances, frenzies or stimulated inspiration of some kind.

One of the most interesting examples of mance is in an
account of the choosing of a new king at Tara when a bull was
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killed, and a druid gorged on its Aesh. The druid then fll in a
trance while incantations were recited over him, and on
recovery he was able to prognosticate the disunguishing cir-
cumstances of the rightful claimant’s approach to Tara
This rite was known as tarbfeis, "bull dream’. Frenzy, mance,
and shapesshifting, all point to some generic connection bes
tween the Celtic magician, of whatever name; and the shaman
of the Northern Eurasiatic zone. It is not at all unlikely thae chis
aspect remounts to the carly period of contacts over the Pontic
steppes.

Although several Classical writers credit the druids with
being philosophers, it is difficult to find any evidence that as 2
body they indulged in any speculative thought, or taught an
ethical code beyond anything that could be comprehended in
cotrect ritual behaviour. Divitiacus, the drwd friend of Caesar
and Cicero, can hardly be taken as other than an exception,
and it is only to be expected that such exceptional druids, who
were brought into contact with Mediterranean life, and Greek
thought, would have developed intellectual realms very
different from their up-country cousins, That the druids had
views on the nature of an after/life is nothing remarkable in
face of the great weight of archacological evidence, from Celtic
graves, showing the solicitude for a continued existence in
providing weapons, omaments and food, for the journcy, if
not for the feast at the other end.

The preeminence of the druids in Celtic society is not in
doubt from what Caesar, and others, say about their duties as
arbitrators, no less than magicians, and in Ireland their status
is best illustrated by the fact that a king might not speak unil
his druid had first expressed himself. The Irish evidence ins
dicates that druids bore arms and were householders. Caesar
suggests otherwise, so far as fighting is concerned, for the
Gaulish druids, but these and many other aspects cannot be
pursued here. In conclusion something must be said about
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one of the more instructive and significant features of Celuc
learning, the wansmission of oral literature.

The modern world is so dependent on written informaton
that it is perhaps difficult for many people to envisage any other
means of conserving knowledge, or a national literarure. At
first it might seem impossible that long texts, whatever the
content, could be accurately retained in the memory, and
wansmitted from one generation to another. This in fact was
the ancient practice amongst the Indo-European peoples lying
beyond the bounds of the city civilizations where writing first
came into use, The survival to modern times of the traditional
Brahminical schools in India clearly demonstrates how oral
learning is carried on, and, by example, amplifies much that
can be learnt of the parallel tradition amongst the Celts.

The mechanism of oral leamning is largely that of continuous
tepetition by chanting simple rhythmical verse or alliterative
prose forms, Here again, the rhythm may induce a semiv
ecstatic state, and, over years, a great body of received texts can
be absorbed. To this may be added the sacred nature of all
learning in the ancient world, the widely held concepr of merit
in accurate recitation, and the magical penalties with which
departures from the true wadition were fraught. All these
aspects are well seen in both the Indian and Celdic traditions,
and they make sense of Caesar's description of the training of
the druids’ pupils in many verses over many years. Caesar, of
course, misunderstood the reason why the druids did not use
writing for their learning. It was not just a macter of maintain
ing secrecy, but because writing had not the necessary rital
acceptance. It was not hallowed by ancient usage.

Oral learning tends also to great conservatism in language so
that the everyday spoken language grows farther away from the
learned tongue. The most outstanding example of this in the
comparative field is the language of the Vedic hymns which is
carlier than the Sanskrit in which the commentaries on them
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came to be taught, Sanskrit in turn became a language only of
the learned. These texts were preserved over millennia in India,
and did not begin to be written down until the eighteenth
century when some Brahmins broke with tradition and dictated
them to Europeans. The same general situation existed amongst
the Celis, and in Ireland it was only very gradually that oral
learning lost its position before the rising prestige of the monas-
tc scriptoria. It is now impossible to tell how archaic the
language of the purely pagan oral texts may have been, but the
links in ritual terminology, as well as the mythological content,
of what survived presumes a similar situation to that then
developing in India.

Next to sacred literature, the myths, charmsand incantations
generally that would have been the spoken accompaniment of
druidic practice, the most carefully conserved knowledge would
have been that of law. It is particularly in this branch that the
surviving Irish material is most archaic in language, and
abundant in information on early institutions, but here only
will be emphasized the normal acceptance of the oral embodi
ment as in the quotation from the grear law compilation
Senchas Mir, ‘the joint memory of the ancients, the transmission
from one ear to another, the chanting of the poets’. So too, in
citing precedents from the oldest soutces, the passage is referred
to as having been sung or recited. Here the brithem comes closest
to the fili, and it would seem that the former term designates
but a specialist growth of the learned poctic order.

There can be litle doubt that the oral learning of the conv
tinental Celts would have included epic literature and genea-
logy, as well, natusally, as the evlogistic verse which is vouched
for in Classical writers as being the special function of the bards.
These categories can, however, now only be found within the
insular compass of the surviving Irish and Welsh literatures,
although, in form and style, they can be recognized as springing
from the common Indo/European heritage.
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in Latin epigraphy from the Penmsola.

La tine: E, Vouga (1925) for monograph an the site and finds.

porT: R, Wyss (1945) and (1956) who discusses the votive nature of the
finds at Part, La Tine, and elsewhere.

LiyN cearc aacii C, Fox (1946).
CARLINGWARK AND oTiERS: S. Piggou (1053).

ortns: J. Vendryes (1948). T. D. Kendrick (1928) collects the
Classical references.
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HE CELTS HAVE now been surveyed in general 23 o
Tth:i: formation as a nation, their mode of life and their
aitude to' the supernatural. This final chapter must have
largely to do with their disappeatance, and with their legacy
w0 Post-Roman, and Medieval, Evrope through the emergence
of those smaller nations, on the northwvestern periphery, who
may be acknowledged as Celtic in their retention of the
ancient language and institutions, but to whom the name Celt
can no longer be applied in any proper historical sense. These
were the peoples of Ireland, and of Northern and Western
Britain, and some of the names used of them, such as Gael, Pict,
Scot and Welsh, must be considered briefly on account of
many popular misconceptions,

The virtual political oblivion of the Celts, all but those in
Ircland, through the expansion of the Roman Empire, has
already been indicated in the first chapter, but the question now
primarily concerns the northern and eastern barbarians, neighe
bours of the continental Celts, who were eventually to over-
whelm the Empire, and bring about a complere reorganization
of European political geography. For the present purpose a
beginning must be made with certain events in the late second
century B.C. which already foreshadowed the distuptions to
come. In 113 8.C., 2 Roman army sent to support the Celtic
kingdom of Noticum in the Eastern Alps, against northern
invaders, suffered defear. The invaders were known by the
name of Cimbri, and later evidence sugpests that the bearers of
this name came from Jutland, although their ranks had
probably been considerably augmented on their way south-
wards. It would seem that they had followed the ancient
uanscontinental route by way of the Elbe to Bohemia, and
thence to the Middle Danube, and the Eastern Alps. In
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Bohemia they had irrupted upon that long-established Celtic
people the Boii, who eatlier had contributed to the Gaulish
settlement of Northern Italy, and who were now to send
migrants seeking security in the west towards, and eventually
beyond, the Rhine.

During the following years the Cimbri were engaged in
toaming through Celtic lands from Noricum as far as the
Seine and the Rhéne. They had been joined meanwhile by a
people called the Teutones who were possibly, but not certainly,
of northern origin, and the combined forces, in 108 and 10
B.c., inflicted other defeats on Roman arms, but now in
Southern Gaul. After further extensive raiding in Gaul, and
cven beyond the western end of the Pyrenees, the raiders were
finally climinated by Roman forces at Aqua Sexuae (Aix-en
Provence) in 102 B.C,, and at Vercellae (Vercelli) in ro1 8.c.
It is important to forego any hasty ethnological deductions
about the Cimbri on the basis of their geographical starting-
point. The personal names of their leaders, such as are known,
are all purely Celtic, and passages from Diodorus, Strabo, and
Pliny could all be taken as showing that the Cimbri spoke a
Celuic language. The name Teutones itself is a Latn form of
the Celtic word meaning ‘people’, as already met in the Irish
tiiath, and in the Gaulish deity name Teutates,

The next stage is Caesar'’s record that in his time, half a
century after the defeat of the Cimbn and Teutones, the
Belgae, that warlike confederation of tribes in North-eastern
Gaul, remembered with pride that they alone of the Gauls had
successfully beaten off the invaders; but Caesar also learnt that
the Belgae, in carlier times, had themselves come from beyond
the Rhine, and that they ascribed their marual superiority to
their origins in Germania. The important Celtic tribe centred
on the Moselle, the Treveri, were also known to Cacsar as
having had ‘Germanic” origins, but they were not of course
part of the Belgic confederation. Modern archacological
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research supports tradition in both cases as to the Rhenine, or
wans-Rhenine, origins of these peoples.

It is next important, and revealing, to consider the names
Germamia and  Germani. The latter word, according to
Athenaeus, was known to Poscidonius, at the end of the
second century B.C. An earlier, but less well founded, occurr-
ence might be claimed in the entry for the baule of Clastium,
222 B.C., 25 seen in the fragmentary inscription from the
Acts Triumphalia at Rome. The existing inscription is, how-
ever, much later than the event, and the inclusion of the name
Germani, along with the well vouched.for Insubres, is likely
te be no more than a learned interpolation of the first century
A.p, It is along the Rhine that the use of the name Germani is
really important, and the archacological evidence for Celtic
settlement cast of that river, together with the Celtic topo-
graphical names that survive as far east as the Weser, and even
the Elbe, combine with the observed characteristics of the
Belgac and the Treveri, to suggest that Germani was originally
2 Celtc mbal name which perhaps, in former days, had
achieved a suzeram position. In Caesar's time it is clear that
the name was used indiscriminately for any intruders coming
inta Gaul from across the Rhine, bur a source from the end of
the first century 8.c., throws some further light on the matter.
Dionysius of Halicarnassus, in his Roman Antiguities, describing
Celtica, says that the part lying beyond the Rhine, stretcching
towards Scythia and Thrace, as far as the Hercynian Forest, is
called Germania. Though this statement does not agree with
the situation in his own time, it does accord well with the other
indications already mentioned, and it can be seen how, from
the point of view of the Gauls, a geographical connotation
would have been esablished so thar, by the first century p.c.,
any people coming west across the Rhine, whether refugee
Celts, or predatory strangers of still more remote origins, would
naturally be dubbed *Germans’,
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In this connection, one further point must be made. Unlike
the Celis themselves, whose name had been known from one
end of Europe to the other, neither the Cimbri and Teutones,
on the one hand, nor the Suevi, and their associates under
Ariovistus, on the other, are known to have possessed, or to
have claimed any superaribal, or national name, although
Suzvi did come to have a very wide usage. In calling these
people ‘Germans’ or ‘Germanic’, a name given by others, not
by themselves, is employed. The only alternative, and one
which for clarity is preferred in these pages, is to call all the
non-Celtic intruders of this period Teutonic, This word in
English is of academic origin, but it is at least cognate with the
native Deutsch, itsell derived from thiods, meaning ‘people’
within the philological family of *‘Teutonic" languages. These
words derive, needless to say, from the same Indo-European
root as the Celtic examples already cited.

It is with Caesar’s encounter with Ariovists and his horde
that the first clear evidence for Teutonic-speaking peoples
comes to light, but it is also cermain that a large body of this
horde consisted of displaced Celtic tribes, more barbaric than
their cousins long settled in Gaul, as well as of wribes who can
only be described as partly Celtic and panly Teutonic. This is
only reasonable when one considers what the nature of rural
barbarian Europe is likely 1o have been, There must have been
a shading off of cultural, linguistic and political affiliations
from one major natural region to another, and the process must
go back to a time when there could be defined neither “Celt
nor “Teuton’ but only zones of ‘Old Europeans’.

It is, therefore, an illusion to think that there can have
been any fundamental difference, or antmgonism, between
the Celticsspeaking, and the Teutonicapeaking peoples of
Germania as such. The gradations of interpenctration in
aspects of life, and the wibal politics revealed by Caesar, and
later by Tacitus, show how various the combinations of

TEUTONIC
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16%



The Celts

CELTIC FINDS
IN DENMARK

166

interest could be. Tacitus, indeed, expresses relief that so much
intetnecine barbarian warfare expended energies that would
otherwise have been turned against the Roman armies.

The wans-Rhenine aggressors of the first centuries ».c. and
A.D. represent but an early phase in 2 movement that involved
an everncreasing element of Tewtonicspeaking peoples as
they pressed forward from their carlier homelands that had
lain castwards of the Elbe. They had been the hidden cause of
the whole series of displacements, but it was not until the over-
running of the Western Empire in the fifth century A.p., that
they merged into the full view of history. They then appeared
as the Vandals, Goths, Franks, Saxons and others, with whom
medicval and modern Eurapean history is directly linked.

Before going on to consider the Celtic remnams of the fifth
century, and of subsequent times, some further note must be
taken of the early period of relations between the Celts and their
Teutonic-speaking neighbours. The marial and cultural
ascendancy of the Celts from the fifih to the second centuries
B.C., manifest archacologically in the La Téne culture, exerted
a great influence on the remoter barbarians, lying to the north
and east. This is shown not only in La Téne impotts, but more
generally by imitations of La Téne metal and ceramic types.
Celtic craftsmen also seem to have continued at work in areas of
Central Europe after the decline of Celtic power, There is no
way of recognizing the cultural interpenetrations brough
about by dynastic alliances, or by military adventures, although
these must have played their part, and in this connection it is at
least remarkable, in regard to the Cimbri, that some of the
finest piecces of Celtic crafismanship have been found in
Denmark.

It is worth mentioning, however briefly, four of these finds.
The earliest i1s thar from Hjortspring, on the island of Als,
where a large number of wooden shields of the long Celtic
type, together with iron spear-heads still mounted on their
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wooden shafts, and other weapons, were found with the
remains of a large wooden boat, and animal bones. The
deposit was preserved under peat, and had originally lain in a
small pool in the centre of a bog. This seems certainly to have
been a votive deposit, and may date to the late third century 8.c.

To about the same date belongs the great bronze cauldron
found in recent years at Brd, near Horsens, in Eastern Jutland.
It had been placed, in fragments, in a small pit in the ground,
and again must be regarded as a votive deposit, being un-
associated with any evidence for sepulchral or habitational
purposes. This great bronze vessel had a capaciry of about one
hundred and thiry gallons, but its most remarkable features
were the series of ornamental ox heads projecting below the
rim, and the owlmask plastic omament in the La Téne style
which covered the arachments for the pair of ring handles.
The Brd cauldron seems most likely to have been a product of
Celtic crafismanship from the Bohemian-Moravian region,
and its transport was most likely by way of the Elbe.

To the first century 8.C. belong the pair of beautifully made
four-wheeled carts found dismantled in a peat deposit at
Dejbjerg, in Western Jutland. These had originally been
placed on a parch of dry ground in the middle of the bog, and
had been surrounded, in at least one case, by a fence. The
delicate workmanship of the two carts, and their metal fittings,
which include Celtic face masks, proclaim these vehicles as
imports from the south, probably from Gaul.

The most curious of all Celtic imports to Denmark is the
great silver bowl found at Gundestrup in Himmerland, The
vessel had been dismembered into its component plates, and
apparently laid on the open surface of a peat bog in which it
had eventually become absorbed. The interior of the base, and
both inner and outer faces of the walls of the bowl are decorated
in high relicf with mythological scenes and figures, the majority
of which can be compared in subject to Celuc iconography in
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Gaul, or to mythological allusions in Irish literature. Warriors
are seen wearing bracae, and the Celtic long shield, and the
carnyx, or trumpet, are in evidence. The basal relicf shows the
slaying of a bull, and this has recently been interpreted as of
Mithraic inspiration. However this may be, there are stylistic
aspects of the animals, and exotic creatures, such as griffons,
and the elephant, which, wgether with the unusualness of the
metal employed, point 1o a Middle Danubian origin for the
Gundestrup bowl. It may not be irrelevant that a Celtic wibe
in that region, the Scordistae, are reported by Athenacus as
valuing silver above gold. All these valuable objects from
Denmark were intentionally placed in peat bogs or buried, and
so resigned from human use. They do not, however, give the
impression of being merely votive trophies from the loot of
returning raiders, The Hjonspring deposit might more possibly
be so explained, but there are difficulties in view of the northern
type of the boar, and some doubt must exist as to whether the
shiclds are of genuine Celtic manufacture, or a local outcome
of the prestige of Celtic arms,

In spheres other than material culture, the Celtic contri
bution to a higher barbarism beyond the successive river
fronticrs, from the Elbe to the Rhine, was doubiless important,
but there are considerable difficulties in demonstrating this
propesition. The quite numerous Celic and Teutonic
parallels thar can be discerned in cult and mythology, in the
essentials of social structure, and in a large common vocas
bulary, are all things that may as reasonably have been derived
from a common ancestral source as be borrowings the one from
the other. The lands around the Western Baltic had also
received strong Umfield influences, not from the North Alpine
zone, but from a more casterly centre, and the eremation rite,
with all its possible ritual and social implications, was well
established in the north by the opening of the last millennium
B.C. In due ume, too, the presence of Hallstart iron swords, and
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Fig: 33. Detail frem Gundertrup bowl, Denmark. Scale ahout swebalf,

bronze horsesgear, has to be accounted for in the Danish
islands, in Southern Sweden, and in Northern Germany. These
factors, together with the philological uncertaintes, suggest
that prior to the time of Celtic ascendancy, manifest in the La
Téne culture, at least some elements amongst the Teutonice
speaking peoples were likely to have held a certain shared
heritage with the Celrs,

Probably one of the most substantial Celtic contributions to
affairs of cult amongst the Teutonic peoples was the passing on
of the idea of the built temple. Tacitus makes mention of the
sacred groves and woods of the Germans, and this is what one
would expect of rans-Rhenine dwellers up to his time. It was
with the rapid adaption of the Romano.Celtic temple
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Roman-held territory, that the way was progressively opened
for it to be taken over in wooden form by the unsubdued
barbarians; from these beginnings arose the massive structures,
as at Uppsala and elsewhere, that became such a feature of
northern heathenism down to the Christian conversions.

It is from Tacitus, also, that comes knowledge of Veleda,
described as the prophetess and inspiration of the Bructeri, a
trans-Rhenine tribe that took part in the Revolt of Ciwilis
(AD. 68-69). Veleda is a Celtic word implying the function
of seeress, but it seems most likely that the Bructeri were one of
the old trans-Rhenine Celtic tribes, Germans in that sense,
rather than a Teutonic-speaking people with a borrowed title
for their oracle,

In a survey such as this, a discussion of the philology of the
few certain loan words from Celtic in Teutonic would be out
of place. Tt must suffice to say that the two most important, of
which the modern German reich, and amt are the descendants,
suggest the Aow of infucnce in mauers social and polinical.
Finally, it is well always to bear in mind Strabo's comment that
the Germans were very like what the Gauls had been before the
corrupting influence of Roman urbanism, and to consider his
testimony on the very mixed nature of the migrating peoples of
Middle Europe, even amongst the Suevi, with their waggon-
dwelling clement, and occurrence of Celtic personal names.

A farewell must now be said to the true Celes of antiquity,
and attenuon wrned to what may be described as their succes-
sor peoples. In the first place, there can be no doubt that the
mass of the populaton in Gaul down to the collapse of
the Western Empire, in the fifth century, continued to be the
descendants of the Celtic ribesmen. Even the subsequent
Teutonic inroads, by Vandals, Visigoths and Franks, were
transitory, and did not alter the essential composition of the
populace. The Franks certainly gave the country 2 new name,
and a changed political onentation, but if the French people
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derive in greater part from a Celtic ancestry, their heritage had
become that of a civilized Roman province, its strength lying
in the continuity of Latin learning and speech, in Christianity,
and in concepts of civil government.

It has been, of course, in the peripheral islands of the north.
west, in Britain and Ireland, that the archaic heritage of the
Cdtshummamcd;d:mﬁnornfhngqucmdmmﬂu}'
throughout historical times. A part from the grear interest of this
legacy from the point of view of knowledge of the past, there
have been, and are, political and romantic affiliations with their
none too accurate concepts as to what is, or is not Celuic.
These latter aspects need not be mentioned again, but it is
worth while to consider briefly the general course of events in
the 1slands, especially in Britain, between the first and sixth
centurics A.D, It was within this span of centuries that emerged
the pattern in hngm.snc and political geography, and of literary
heritage, that gives complexion to the modern scene.

The stages of the Roman conquest of Britain, and the for- ROMAN
tunes of the northern frontier, whether between the Forth and AEIEAIN
Clyde (the Antonine Wall), or between the Tyne and Solway
(Hadrian's Wall), are not here directly relevant. What is
necessary 15 to note the areas, and peoples, even dynastics, and
personalities, that chiefly contributed to the continuity of the
Celtic mode of life, and to shaping the newer, and smaller,
nationalities of Post-Roman times. Undoubtedly, for the period
of Roman conquest following the Claudian invasion, the
most potent influence on the native side was the Belgic dynasty
of the Catuvellauni, the house of Cunobelinus. Dispossessed
as they were from their southern and eastern territories, it was
they, personified in the figure of Caratacus, who carried the
will to resist amongst the non-Belgic tribes in the west, even to
the Silures and Ordovices, in modern Wales, and who then
sought to continue the opposition with the aid of Brigantian
tribesmen from near the Pennines. Caratacus was betrayed

71



The Celts

Fig. 34

72

by Cartimandua, the Brigantian queen, hersell perhaps of
Belgic stock, but in the western mountain fastnesses, the
archaeological evidence for refugee Belgic households is strong,
and is witnessed by such objects of fine craftsmanship as the
Trawsfynydd tankard, the Capel Garmon fire-dog, and the
numerous pieces of Belgic metalwork from the Llyn Cemig
peat find. It is not, then, perhaps so surprising thart there seems
to have survived in Wales, to the Middle Ages, a learned
tradition of the genealogy of the Catuvellaunian royal house.

The fate of the mibes in West Britain, lying in mountainous
country beyond the river lines of Severn and Dee, was that of
close military supervision, unameliorated by the development of
towns and civic institutions such as largely came about through-
out Lowland Britain. The hillforts were deserted, in some
cases dismantled, and the great legionary fortresses of Chester
and Caerleon stood watch on either Aank. If Celtic tradition
waned through the processes of Romanization in the eastern
and southern arcas of civil government in Britain, it must also
have suffered through the disruption and impoverishment of
tribal life amongst the hill people of the west. The aristocracy,
and men of learning in particular, could find no abiding place
in the adverse conditions of Roman military occupation, and
this must be the principal reason why it is that the bulk of the
oldest strata of surviving Welsh tradition stems not from the
indigenons West British tribes, but from other Celtic sources
implanted in geographical Wales on the decline of Roman
mulitary strength,

These new Celic infusions came from Ireland, in the form
of seulers, and plunderers, and from Northern Britain in the
form of an intentional colonization, probably brought abour
as a piece of Roman defensive policy.

From as early as the late third century, Irish seulements had
taken place in South-west Wales, and perhaps as far east as the
Severn estuary, as the worship of Nodens at Lydney would
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suggest, In South-west Wles, these colomists, who in Ireland
were known by the name Déd, occupied the old British tribal
area of the Demetae, and it is from this latter word that the
regional name Dyfed, still widely used, descends. As archaco-
logy shows slight trace of Roman activity west of the Towy,
and of Carmarthen (Maridunum), it may be that the Demetae
were a client tribe, hostile to the Silures, and therefore not
necessitating Roman military occupation. What the relation.
ships of the Demetae and the Dési can have been is unknown,
but the fact that these Irishmen established a dynasty in Dyfed
that lasted some five centuries, and that they contributed much
to subsequent Welsh literature, suggests that their colomzation
was not just a plain invasion. Other considerations in this
direction will also appear.

In Northern Wales the situation was rather different. Here the
Irish plundered, and anempted senlement, in 2 tract of territory
that had remained a military area since the campaigns of
Agricola, and here, too, the Irish were of a different stock from
those in Dyfed. The philology of the northern regional name
Guynedd, together with related evidence, shows that these Irish
were of the people known in Ireland as Féni, a most powerful
and expansionist element in Middle Ireland during the cen.
turies in question. It may not, indeed, be altogether irrelevant
that it had been oppression by a dynasty of the Féni that had
caused the initial migration of the Dési from the centre to the
south of Ireland, and of their subsequent, ar least parmial,
movement overseas. There can have been no love lost berween
these two peoples, and this may be in some way reflected in the
apparent difference of Roman reaction.

By contrast with the course of affairs in Dyfed, the Insh in
the north-west were dispossessed; their memorial being linde
mare than the survival of their name in irs British form. This
dispossession was brought about by the allocation of the dis-
puted temitory to a colony from a northern British tribe of
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dependable fighting qualities. This can best be explained by
the known practice, on other Roman frontiers in Europe,
where an element of a friendly, but strong, tribe was given land
on another frontier in return for its defence from external
onslaught. In this case, subsequent Welsh madition, and the
philology of proper names, show that the Votadini (Welsh:
Gododdin) whose homeland lay roughly between the Tyne and
the Forth, were induced to send a substantial colony to North-
western Wales. The exact date of the movement is disputed,
but it must lie about the wrn of the fourth and fifth centuries.
These were the Sons of Cunedda, and from them descended
nearly all the regal houses of Early Medieval Wales, For the
continuity of the British tongue, its forms of literature and
traditional learning, the migration of the Sons of Cunedda was
of crucial importance. Here was a British people whose Celuc
social structure, and inheritance generally, had remained intact,
whose politics lay in the Roman interest, but whose outlying
northern frontier position had removed them from the seduc
tions of Roman provincialism.

So much for the repeoplement of Wales before the collapse
of all Roman rule. But as the name *Wales' has been used in a
geographical context, this is a convenient point at which to
explain its derivation. Welsh, and Wales, are words of
Teutonic origin, their root having been brought over by the
English in the fifth century. It is a curious chance thar the
Anglo-Saxon word Walas, indicating ‘strangers’, and then
specifically *Britons’, may have derived, long previously, from
contact in Middle Europe between the grear Celtic tnbe, the
Volese, and Teutonicsspeaking peoples. The Teutonic peoples
then seem to have used their version of this Celtic name
indiscriminately for strangers, although, as they pressed wests
wards, these continued to be mainly Celts.

The Votadini, and other British tribes lying north of
Hadrian's Wall, who had become wributaries of Rome, had
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not done so for love but for expediency. North of them agan,
in the termitory beyond the Forth and Clyde, dwelt hostile
peoples against whom they required Roman support. Agricola’s
campaigns throughout all this region had discovered a hard
core of resistance amongst the Caledonii. Later, the Antonine
defence system had proved untenable against them, and
recourse was had to the recognition of autonomous British
tribes, as in the case of the Votadini, to provide a buffer zone,

The difference between the British tribes, living south of the
Forth and Clyde, and the Caledonians, living to the north, is
reflected archacologically in contasting types of hillfor,
although very lide other matenal is as yet forthcoming.
Tacitus makes an interesting comment that the Caledonians
were characterized by reddish hair and large size, and he com-
pares them to the Germans, presumably of the Celtic sare. This
may be a factor in determining their origins, bur their massive
hillforts, with stone and umber construction, would rather
suggest 3 more immediate western starting-point, farther south
along the coastlands of Britain. This, however, much depends
on the date of their arrival in Scotland, and the present view
tends to a period not earlier than the mid-first century 8.,

It may be considered a working hypothesis that in the
generally disturbed times of the first centuries 8.¢. and A.p., the
Caledonian tribes had been able to choose the best region of
Scotland in which tw seule while, at a slightly later date, the
British tribes, moving from south of the Cheviot, and the sca
faring migrants who built the brochs and wheel-houses, along
the northswestern and northern coasts and islands, had o be
content with second-best. It may be said with some degree of
certainty that the Caledonian population included a swong
indigenous, as well as an intrusive Celtic, element. The
language of the former was almost certainly not Indo-European,
and the latter, while of the P.Celtic branch, was probably
not identical with the form spoken by the British tribes.
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The continuity of identity between the Caledonians, known
to Laun writers from the second century A.D., and the Picts
(Pieti), who are first mentioned in the late third century, also
appears to be now well established. From these Picts derived
the historical Pictish Kingdom which was in existence by the
seventh century and lasted into the ninth. The Picush King.
dom, which played its part in the formation of the historical
Scotland, must be mentioned again, but some consideration is
here due to the name ‘Pict’ without going over s range of
philological connections. The suggestion is that Picti, ‘the
painted people’, while being at first used as a descriptive, and
rather disparaging, term by the Romans for painted or tattooed

ians, may well have altered its implication as a name in
the course of the four centuries that divide knowledge of its
first use in the north and its applicanon to & Christianized
native kingdom.

It has been thought that Picti, while a descriptive Latun word,
also owed something to confusion in Roman ears with the
Celtic Pretani ot Preteni, mentioned in the first chapter, and, for
these northern people, the latter variant would seem to have
been the most likely. On the other hand, it must be remembered
that Caesar, who saw only southern British tribes, was the first
to mention the practice of blue body colouring, and it would
seem probable that this custom was progressively abandoned
from south to north, throughout the island, during the Roman
occupation. Only amongst the redoubtable folk beyond the
Antonine frontier was the pracuce likely to have continued. In
this way the appellation Picti would have been directdy relevant
still in the late third centuary.

It is not certainly known what the Picts called themselves.
Picti is only known through Latin written documents, whether
late Roman, or Christian Anglian or Irish, but with the with.
drawal of Roman arms, and the continued onset of Anglo.
Saxon and Irish invaders, the climate of nauve opinion in
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Britain scems to have swung towards a new appreciation of
the old order, and the prestige of Latin names, and tides, took
on a greater value. The name Picti may well have become
entrenched in this way.

Between the time of Agricola, and the emergence of the
historical Pictish Kingdom, this Central Caledonian power
had had srength to expand northwards, and to overcome the
various communities within the maritime archaecological
province of brochs and wheel-houses. These subdued peoples
were not important for later history, but the Oreades were cer-
tainly a Celtic tribe, and their name is still retained by their
islands. The Orcadians may have offered their allegiance to
Claudius, if Orosius is to be thus understood, and Tacitus
reports their submission to the naval forces of Agricola. These
amicable moves are just what might be expected of 2 people
hoping to win support against hostile neighbours who, in this
case, would have been the Caledonians. The evidence on the
language of this maritime province is very scant owing mainly
to intense Irish and Norse occupation in later times. Tribal
names demonstrate 3 Celtic lement most probably of the British
type, but here, again, the tongue of a more anciently setdled
population may also have been employed at the same time.

The Irish raiders and settlers in Norchern Britain have net
to be nouced, and these were the Scotti, first recorded in the
fourth century, who with the Picts, and a licde later, the Saxons,
all ravaged the Roman province. The name Scotti is almost
certainly related to an Irish verb meaning ‘to raid’ or ‘plunder’.
Tt was not, therefore, a tribal name, but a descriptive appellation
for bands of adventurers, and, as a result of these incursions, the
name Seoti, in Latin usage, was first given to Ireland, whence
came the raiders. Not until the eleventh century was it
transferred o the daughter kingdom set up in Northern Britain.

By the fifth century when the Kingdom of Dalriada was set
up in Argyll and the neighbouring islands, seulement had
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taken the place of raiding. This royal venture was an off-shoot
of the house of Dél Riada in North-eastern Ireland, and it was
from this source, and no earlier than the fourch-fifth centuries,
that the implantation of the Gaclic tongue progressively took
place in Northern Britain. With the union through marriage
of the Scottish (Dalriadic) and Pictish royal houses ¢ A.p,
843, the Celuc rraditon north of the Cheviot was set to become
wholly of Irish derivation. This is not 10 ignore the continued
existence of a Briush-speaking population, and such kingdoms
as Strathclyde, and Rheged, which were sull potent in the
sixth century, and for some time thereafter; but the final out-
come was complete oblivion of this Celtic branch in the north,
absorbed as it was by the Gaelicsspeaking Scots on the one
hand, and by the English, who had expanded from Northum,
bria, on the other. So arose the duality of existing Scots heritage:
Highland—Gaelicspeaking, Lowland—Englishspeaking.

There is one other remarkable mansference of a Celuc. TG
speaking population, in this case away from Britain, that must ORIGING
be recorded. These were the migrations from the south and
south-west coasts across the sea to the Gallo-Roman province
of Armorica, the effect of which was to identify it henceforward
with the Britons (cf. Bretagne: Brittany). A recent study of the
history and language of these migrants has shown that the
movement began in the mid-fifth century, and continued 1o the
carly seventh, but it incorporated two peak phases. The first
was the beginning of the period, and the second, which was
larger, took place in the mid-sixth century. In the carlier phase,
the migrants were probably drawn from a wide area along the
southern coast, and fled in consequence of the alarm caused by
the first extensive Saxon spoliations westwards of the Isle of
Wight. In the second, and greater, exodus, the population of
Devon and Cornwall were especially involved; for now the
men of Wessex were pressing forward in their colonization of
land towards the western seas.
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From the point of view of Celtic continuity, the Brirish
settlement of Armorica is significant only for language listory;
for these people were of an ancestry long under Roman civil
government, and they moved into a territory that had possessed
a like administration.

The final change in insular Celtic nomenclature that must
claim attention has to do with the antecedents of such words as
Gael and Gaelic. These are the anglicized forms of words
which in their own language have for long been used to denote
the Irish people and their language, and it may well be asked
how this came about in view of the great antiquity, and lasting
use, of Eire as the name of the island. It is rrue that there was an
ancient people called Erainn, but these, like the Ulad, Comachra,
and Lagin, from whom derive the provinces of Ulster, Con-
naught, and Leinster, were all regarded as people of different
origins, locality and status, within the island. It was only when
a situation developed that required a gencral name for the people
of Ireland, without discriminagon, that one came into being.
This was not the outcome of political unification, a concept
far from the minds of contesting dynasts when the name
Geldel first comes into evidence in the late seventh century.

The most reasonable explanation for the origin of Goidel 15
that it is an adaption of Guwyddel, the Welsh name for the Irish.
It has already been said that in North Wales the regional name
Guynedd derives from the name of the Itish settlers, known in
their own land as Féui. So, too, with the cognate Guwyddel, and
this name was brought back into Ircland under different cir-
cumstances, and taken over as Goidel, Why should this have
come about at all: The reason is almost certainly the activity
of Chrisnan missionaries coming from North Wales in the
fifth and sixth centuries. It is in just this arca that the use of
Guyddel would have been most normal, and it is here, too, that
following the pacification under the Sons of Cunedda, the
Romano/British Church was at its strongest during these



The Celtic Survival

centuries. What more natural than that the Iush should come
to think of themselves before the Church as Goliel, the name by
which they were now exhorted to a new life,

Tt was long before Goidel developed any political or formal
national significance; the onset of the Vikings at the end of the
cighth century probably did most to bring this about, but in
the creation of a synthetic history of Ireland, according to the
concepts of Latin learning, a fictitious ancestral figure, Goidel
Glas, was broughe into being perhaps about the same nme.
Irish Churchmen were anxious to provide an historical
scheme for Ireland, equivalent to that se forth by Orosius for
the Hebrews and other ancient peoples. This movement
appears to have started already in the seventh century, and the
name Goidel came in most usefully in the rearrangements, and
adaptions, of traditional origin tales, and genealogies, that were
extensively undertaken.

The confusion has persisted to the present day, and has been
aggravated by scholars who use Goidel, in the philological
sense of speakers of a form of Q-Celtic, in the same sentence as
genuine traditional names such as Ulad or Erainn, whom they
may think did not speak the same language. Again, it must be
remembered that Goidel as used by Early Irish Churchmen was
not the same as Féni, Féni was, indeed, an old population-group
name, and the predominance of these people, at least in Central
Ireland, was of the greatest significance in the period immedi
ately preceding the Christian missions. Their name, however,
ceased to exist in its original sense, having given way to those
of various derived dynastic families, but it was retained in a
legal sense to denote the land-owning classes, or men of free
status entitled to attend assemblies, and it is thus found in the
oldest law wracts.

Goldel and Féni should, therefore, never be used as equir
valents, but when thought is directed to the historical contexts
of the Irish language, the Féni remain a prime consideration.
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This complicated problem cannot be pursued here, nor is it
strictly germane to the purpose of the present chaprer which is
to trace, and clarify, the general line of Celuc continuity; but
it provides a reminder that the Irish language, as we know it,
Gaelic (Goidelg: Gaedhilge), was not the only speech in ancient
freland. It cannot be here argued whether it was prestge, or
quantitive representation, that won for it eventually an exclusive
position, and it must suffice to contrast its success in Ireland,
and Scotland, with its loss by the Irish colonists in South
Wales who, nevertheless, carried into the British tongue much
of their own literary tradition,

With this summary marshalling of Celtic names, that are
sill in common use, the historical fronter is approached
beyond which a study of the Celts should not go. Thereafter
it 15 the history of the various small kingdoms in their fortunes
one with another, and with the English, Norse and Normans.
[ncvitably, as the centuries passed, new influences took root.
and with the disappearance, or transformation, of the patrician
grades, the structure of Celtic society was lost. The survival of
the languages came to rest on largely peasant populations,
amongst whom might be seen the reemergence of even more
ancient ethnic groups overtun by the Celts, Just as all the
people who speak English as their first tongue are not neces-
sarily English in any other sense, so too, the total composition
of the Celticsspeaking populations included many elements
that were of more ancient, or even more recent arrival, than the
Celts themselves.

In marking the end of ways of waditional Celtic life, and the
kind of literary accomplishment it supported, the chronos
logical linc has to be drawn differenly in Wales and Ireland.
First, however, it should be noted that the Welsh, meaning the
British of the north as well as the west, in their struggle against
the Angles and Saxons, experienced a new Heroic Age,
sumulating a harvest in prose and verse compositions that
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largely eclipsed their more ancient lore. OF this, the oldest
surviving fragments remount to late sixth-century poets, the
renowrned names of Taliesin and Aneirin, who, in the ancient
Celtic manner, eulogized their royal patrons, and the warrior
nobles, of Rheged and Gododdin, It is indicative of these
stirring times that a new name, Cymry, ‘compatriots’, was now
adopted by the resisting British, and it has remained the name
by which the Welsh have known themselves ever since. The
name also survives in corrupted form in the county name Cum-
berland, a slight memorial of the northern British territories.

The continuity of Celtic literary tradition was maintained
in Wales for many centuries, so long as there was a Welsh
nobility to evoke and sustain it, and even at the close of the
cightecnth century, the recollection of courtly verse was still in
mind so that a country poet celebrated his local squire, and
patron, in the manner of his forerunners twelve centuries past.

In Ireland, the freedom from Roman and Saxon inter
vention had allowed Celtic institutions an uninterrupted flow
which was not essendially disturbed either by the Vikings, or
by the Anglo.Normans. The part played by the Church, as
censor, and adaptor, but also as ulimate preserver in written
documents, was indicated in the first chapter, and only a few
points can be presented for final consideration.

The advent of new and exotic influences, coming in the
train of the Christan missions, drew forth a responsive outs
burst of native excellence, both in the literary and manual ars,
that has assured for Early Christian Ireland a special position in
the history of European civilization. If Irishmen looked back
to an Heroic Age, in the epics of the aristocratic warriors of
Ulster and Connacht, ot in the exploits of Fionn mac Cum-
haill, and his war bands, the Golden Age has always been
that of the saints and scholars, the Gospel books, precious metals
work, and, finally, the great sculptured stone crosses. The
legacy in Celtic decorative motifs became but an undercurrent

Plaze 79
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in the new Irish art, bu, in the wider affairs of life, the old order
flourished. At the great convention of Druim Ceat, held in
A.D, $7%, St Columeille (Columba) secured for the filid their
proper place in Irish life so that for another thousand years oral
tradition and poetry were maintained with honour. It was not
until the tragedy of the Baule of Kinsale, in 1601, that the old
Celuc way of life was finally shattered.

Something indeed, might be said of the eulogies and satires—
recalling Diodorus's account of the bards—of the Irish six-
teenth-century poets, or of the last remnants of oral learning,
some of which were extinguished only within living memaory.
For this book, however, concerned as it has been prim:m'i]f
with remote origins, the most arresting instance of Celuc
continuity is neither in literature nor in art, but in a ritwal insu-
tution, This was the ceremony of kingly inauguration, with its
roots widespread in Indo-European custom, that continued m
Ircland to the end of the sixteenth century. In tus manner
came, in 1592, Aodh Ruadh Ua Domhnaill to the last Gaclic
lordship of Ireland, and such was the relevance of this custom
to contemporary Irish life that, even in the dark days that fol-
lowed, local chieftains contnued to assert their inheritance
at their stones of inauguration.

The last traditional inauguration of a king of the Scots had
taken place in 1249 when Alexander 111, having undergone
ecclesiastical ceremonics leading up to coronation, within the
church, was led outside to the stone of inauguration, and there
received the homage of his people, and heard his pedigree
recited in Gaelic. In these last ceremonics, the archaic requires
ments of personal recognition, and the binding of auspicious

lordship, through the recitation of illustrious forebears, were
duly fulfilled.
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crunnt: Diedorus Siculus, V, 32, 4 Smabo, VI, 2: Pliny, Nat, Hirt.
1V, 27. Cambridge Ancient History, IX, passin Grenier (1945) for history.
O. Klindr-Jensen (1950) for archacological background.

cERMANL: Athenacus, Defpnasapbists, IV, 153, for reference 1o use of the
rame by Poseidonius, A. Degrassi (1954) for Acts Trivmpbeliz. H. M.
Chadwick (1945) for Celtic origin of the name. T, F. O'Rabhilly (1946),
and C, A. R. Radford (ro5s) for comment on Dionysius of Halicar

Nassus
CELTIC INFLUENCE 15 NORTHERN EuRopPE: O, Klindr-Jensen (1950),

HjorTsPRING: G. Rosenberg (1927); J. Brondsted (1940); O. Klinde
Jensen (1057).

srd: O, KlindeJensen (1953) and (rog7).

DEJBJERG AND GumDEsSTRUP: ], Brandsted (1940); O. KlindeJensen
(9350)% S. J. De Laet and P. Lambeeclss (1954) make a case for
Mithraic allusions in the Gundestup fconography.

SORTHERS TEMPLES: |. E. A, Bogaers (1955) on Celtic influence.
S. Lindquist (1948) for Uppsala; E. Dygwve (1954) on Jelling.

vELEDA: Tacitus, Germ, VI Hist. TV, 61. For discussion of the Veleda
inscription at Ardea see: Rev. des Etudes Grecque, LXII (1949}, 160.

Livcuistic sorrowinGs: M. Dillon (1943).

srITAIN: For the beginnings and end of the Roman occupation se
I. A. Richmond (1955) with bibl;; K. H. Jackson (1953) for rise of
Post-Roman kingdoms; W. Rees (1951) provides maps and historical
commentary.

»ers: F, T. ‘El-":i.mwight. edit. (1955) is indispensable on this and
related mamers.

scors: E. MacNall (1o17); T. F. O'Rahilly (1946).
sRETON MiGRATIONS: K. H. Jackson (19s3).
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GaeL: E. MacNeill (1933).
rénn: D, O'Bren (1932).

wares: L Williams (r944) for early liverature; A, H. Williams (1941)
for history; V. E. Nash-Williams (1950) for Early Chrisian monu-
ments; G. E. Daniel (1954) for the history of Welsh studies.

1mELaxD: J. F. Kenny (1929) for sources on Irish learning; F. Henry
(1940) and (1954) for Christian art. Miire and Liam de Paoce (1958) for
Early Christian Ireland in general.

DRUIM CEAT: |, Ryan (1946).
LATER 1RIsE msTorY: E. Cunis (1950).
acexanpEr un M. D. Legge (1946).
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Notes on the Plates

Seme bibliographical nates have been thought necessary, and are dted as elsewbere
i the book. Wikre relevant, the scale of the obect, and the museum location, ere
Lven at the end of the note. Cine are all enlerged by onesbalf.

This bronze figurine, found near Rome, probably dates from the late
third century B.c. Typifying the Celtic wartior as described in Classical
lirerature, it probably depicts one of the Gaesatse, the naked spear-men,
who fought at the Batde of Telamon in 225 8.c. A cIMng spear i
suggested by the figure’s pose. The rorc and belt are Celtic characteristics,
but the horned helmet was something probably acquired south of the
Alps. Heighe 5} in. Suatliche Museen zu Balin,

Man’s head, carved in soft stone, from Miecké Zebrovice, Bobemiz, An
excellent instance of the counter-attractions of namire and abseraction in
Celtic portrayal. The eyes, ears and moustache have been reduced to
sylistic elements typical of La Téne ar, but the mildmess of expression
contrasts with the forbiddingly weird faces of the Rhenith group
(Plates 60, 63, 64). Note the backward sweep of the hair, and the torc.
Middle Lz Téne period, and probably a cult figure. Height of in.
National Museum, Prague.

"The Dying Gaul', being a Romat masble copy of the ariginal in bronze
etccted by Amalos 1 ar Pergamon. The physical characteristics of the
Celtic warrior are well exemplificd. Note the Rowing hair and the tore.
Theuw]wnodmﬂﬁddmddtpaixnfmdwmpmmmglﬁnbh
Celtic types, but the sword is cxotic, doubrless representative of Joot,
Seale slightly over lifesize. Museo Capitolino, Rome, and cass in
numerous museums clsewhere,

Btonze appliqué figure of a sleeping (1) Gaul, found 2t Alesiz. Gallo-
Roman, and perhaps a votive object, It is of special interest a5 an
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illustration of Celtic trousers (bracoe). Here they arc of long, loose-fiting
type in contrast to those seen in Fig. 33. Length 4 in. St Germainane
Laye.

The coins on this page give, amongst other things, funher illustrations
of the Celts as seen by Roman and mtive coin engravers.

(¢) Denarius of L. Hostilius Saserna (¢ 48 8.¢.). The Obverse shows a
Gaulish bead, sometimes wrongly anributed o Vercingerorix. It is of
interest in showing the siff, backswept hair style. Behind the hiead is a
long Celiic shield in miniarure. The Reverse might well be an illustration
from one of the carly Irish epics. The naked and long-haired warrior
Jruels a spear whilst in rewreat from the enemy. In his lefi hand is a shield.
His charioteer, crouching well forward on the pole, urges the paired
harses. The open front, and cutved sidesscreens of the chariot are of
particular interest. The scene may be deliberately archaic, but the use of
charicts in some parts of Gaul in Caesar's time cannot be quite excluded
(see page 113 supra). E. A, Sydenham (1952), no. 952

(¥) Denarius of Julius Cacsar, ¢. 54-44 B.C., Reverse, Above the
inscription, CAESAR, is 4 trophy of arms flanked by a Celiic shicld, and
by a camyx, ot long rrumpet with animal-head opening. Below is the
seated figure of 2 Gaulish captive with head wrned and looking upwards,
and hands tied behind. Note the tore and bele. E, A. Sydenham (1952),

oo, ToI1.

(¢) Silver coin of the Carnutes, Obvense. This mribe was sitmated berween
the middle coursss of the Seine and the Laire, and in their tomory,
according to Caesar, the druids held an annual convocaton. The bead,
which is derived from an ultimate Greek prototype, is more naturalistic
than often in Celtic coinage. The hair has been reduced, however, w0
fmmapmhtwdnnthcbulbnuyfnfmifnleTiu:m.mdﬂu
moustache is directly comparable to thar seen in Plate 2. A tore encircles
the neck, L, Lengyel (1954), no. 129.

() Obverse of a silver coin of the Baiocasses, 3 tnbe located near Bayeux.
The ecsratic ficial expression is 2 widespread charactensic. In this
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example, three other mythological atributes: are the boar, the borndike
doted lines which may be connected with the leafcrown’ (of. Plate s0),
and the hair gathered into three locks ending in roundels. L. Lengyel
{1954}, no. 160,

(€) Obverse of gold coin of the Arverni showing head and inscription
of vErCinGETORIX. The degree of Roman influence amongst tribes
bordering the Provincis Nerbonensis is illustrated by the style of ponraiture
and the inclusion of an inscription. L. Lengyel (1954), no. 85.

Bronze head found at Finthen, near Mainz. Gallo-Roman, and usually
anributed to Rosmerta whose cult was predominant in that area, It
wiggeses an 1deal of Celtic feminine beauty, and the claborate hair syl
hides attachments on the top of the head for some omament or symbol
now absent, Height 12§ . Alterums Museum, Mainz.

Iron sword with gold inlaid hilkk and pommel from Sternberg, Gomad.
tngen, Wiiremberg. The great iron sword employed by warriors of the
Early Hallstan Culwure, in the seventh century s.c., may be taken as
symbolic of the political and econamic events thar preceded the emergence
of the Celts in the following century. Length 424 in. Landesmuseum,
Staregare.

Heuncburg, Kr. Saulgan, Wiimtemberg. Excavations in recent years
have revealed that this great fortified sice, ovetlooking the Danube, was
the seat of a wealthy commaunity in made relanons with the Massiliore
Grecks dunng the sixth cenrury 8.c. Not only were fine drinking vessels
(Black Figure Ware) and wine amphorae imparted, but, for a period,
the fortifications weee adapted to a Mediterrancan syle. This was in the
second of five building periods distinguished at the site, and it involved
the crection of mud-brick walls, with forward projecting bastions, over-
looking the seeper dlopes of the plateau. An immense earthen rampan
with timber lacing, and stone facings, in the native ssyle, protected the sie
along the eastest approach. Plate 9 shows the N. and W, faces of the
forrifications. The Danube can be seen in the left foreground. The wone

57



The Celts

It

12

13

foundations for one of the mud-brick bastions are seem, afier excava-
tion, in Plate 8. W. Dehn (19¢7), and other references in Chapter T
[EOes.

Excavation of waggon grave, under 2 tumulus, at Bell im Hunsriick,
Ks. Simmern. Although not amongst the oldest of its kind, the careful
excavation demonstrates the essential fearures of this type of princely
bunial. The rectangular outline of the decomposed woodenbuilt burial
chamber can be distinguished, 25 well 2s the position of the four wheels
with iron tyres. The forked object in the centre 1 the waggon's iron
centre-pole, o7 perch, To its lefi lies the crushed remains of a large bronae
bucket. The body, which had lain on the car, possessed & small brooch
of Easly La Téne type, and was supplied with a large iron spear-head.
W. Rent, Bonner Jabrbicher (1948), 133-189, The material is in the
Landamustum, Bonn.

Waggon grave ar Bud Cannstant pear Stongare, This important tomb
dates from the last phase of the Hallstate Culture, and is therefore slighily
carlicr than that at Bell. The iron tyres of two of the four wheels are fiere
seen, a5 well as massve hubs. The sides of the waggon were decorated
with embossed strips of sheet bronze, The body with is gold ornaments,
and jron spearheads lay oumside, to the right, as viewed here, and the
gold cup and two bronze bowls lay at the farther end of the vehicle.

Embossed sheet gold amament from the Bad Cammstare waggon grave.
These objects are amongst the most characuristic of the rich Late
Hallsan Culture chicftaing’ graves, but their use is undecided. Usually
considered 1o have been head ornaments, a case has more tecently been
presented for their having been neck rings forming a cylindrical gold
covering to a core of perishable material. Diameter 7 in. approx.

Gold cup from the Bad Cannstare waggon grave. Thit exceptional cup
formed part of the drinking service supplied in the wmb; such services
being an essential fearure throughout the tradition of waggon or chariot
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funerary riwal. The cup is the product of a Middle European goldsmith
of the late sixth century 5.c. Height 2§ in. The material is in the Landes
museum, Swttgart. On the grave a5 a whole see O. Paret (1935), and
generally on the gold work see W. Kimmig and W, Rest (1553),

14, 15 Hallstat. The small town of this name, in the Salzkammergut, gives its
name to the first iron-using culture north of the Alps an account of the
rich cemetery found, ealy in the nineteenth century, in the small valley
high above the modern town. Plate 14 shows the town by the lakeside,
and, above to the right, the valley contzining the prehistoric sites, Here
(Plate 15) the prehistorie cemetery lay in the lefe foreground, and the
ralt mines, from which the community obtained its wealth, lay rowards
the head of the valley.

16, 17 The nch chidfiain’s grave found st Klein Aspergle, Ludwigshurg,
Wiirnemberg, is one of the carliest and most impostane within the La Téne
Culture. Particularly significant for chronology and wade relations is
the painted Arric cup bere illusirated. It can be dated closely to the year
450 B.C. Another Amic cup, unpainted, was also present, but both had
undergone kavish embellishments in gold leaf by Celtic craftsmen afier
their arrival north of the Alps. The modve seems to have been o hide
breakages, but a compleee scheme of decotation was amanged foe both
surfaces of cach cup employing 2 larger number of gold pieces than now
affixed. Diameter 6§ in.

18 Gold terminals from a pair of drinking horns from the Klcin Aspergle
grave. The sheep heads differ in size, and may be intended to represent
ram and ewe, but the mounts differ in other denails on the pares not
included in this photograph, This is Celtic work inspited by Greek
protocypes. The Larger head is about § in. long.

19 Oenochoe (beaked Bagon), and stamnos, both of bronze from the Klein
Aspagle grave. The Aagon is of Celdc workmanship copying very
closely an Eqruscan original. The stamnos is an actual Etruscan import.
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It may be assumed thar the Attic cups go with these two vessels 25 2
wine~drinking scrvice, while the gold/mounted drinking homs were
for the nauve beer. Oenochoe 13} in. high. The objects are in the
Landesmuseum, Stungart. P, Jacobsthal (1944) for material from this
grave.

This helmer was found ar Amfreville, Eure, and is of bronze, with two
openowork ron hoops, the whole having been covered with gold foil.
Numerous enamel studs were mounted around the lower edge of the
helmet, A large lyreshaped ornament has been lost from either side, but
otherwise the helmet provides an excellent example of Early La Téne
artisiry, and of the principal motifs employed. Height 6} in. Original
in the Louvre. Facsimile at St Germain-en-Laye.

Reconstruction of a chariotgrave of the Early La Téne Culure at
La Gorge Meillet, Mamne. The chalk-cut pit grave, probably onee with
a3 wooden roof, replaces, in the region of the Mame, the older, Hallstaut,
eradition of 4 wood-buils burial chamber. The chieftain was laid out on
his chariot, the wheels having been let into special holes. He was equipped
with 2 gold armlet, an iron sword in its scabbard, iron spearheads, and
a tall bronze helmer which lay between his feet. An Erroscan beaked.
flagon, and fine pottery vessels of native production, as well as a large
flesh knife, iron cooking-pits, and joints of beel and pork, made pro-
vision for the feasts. At a position comresponding to the end of the chatiot
pole, there lay, on a shelf in the chalk, a pair of bronze threelink bits,
and other tappings for harness horses. Above the chicftain lay the
skeleron of another man armed with an iron sword. He was presumably
the charioteer and personal attendant.

Bronze helmet from the grave &t La Gorge Meiller. This is one of the
finest of the surviving Celtic helmets which must have been rarities at all
umes. The embossed discs had coral settings, and the finely composed
pattern, executed in tremolo lines on the sheet bronze surface, is based
on 2 swastika motif. Haght 141 in.
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24, 25 Pouery vessel and bronze beaked-flagon from the grave at La Gorge
Meillet. The pottery vessel with irs pedestal foor, and finely curved body
with red, burnished, surface is representative of the high standards of native
potters in this region during the Early Lz Téne Culture, 2 madition which
exerted its influence long and widely, manifest finally in Belgic pottery
in Gaul and Briain. The beaked-flagon is an Etruscan impor, and &t
was from omamental dewail, especially in plant modifs, from exemplars
such as this, that some elements in La Téne an had been drawn in the
mitial period. Height of pot 124 in.; of beaked-flagon 10} in.

26-28, Bronze and gold omaments from chariot-grave st Waldalgesheim,
10 Kr. Kreuznach, This grave is impartant for the developed style in
La Ténc art represented, and for the association therewith of an lualiore
situls, bronze buckes, which can be dated to the end of the fourth century
8.c. (Plare 28). Height of bucket 9 in, The bronze spouted-Aagon
(Plate 26) is a native Celtic picce older than the other objects in the
grave, Zones of lightly engraved pantemns, based chiefly on a lyre mouif,
encircle the body of the vessel. At the upper end of the handle 15 2 cast
ram’s head, and ac the lowee termimal is 3 human Gee (Plate 27) with
long curling moustache, pointed beard, and with a pronounced leafe
crown above the forehead (compare Plate 60). The animal on the Lid
is indeterminate, but may be intended for 2 horse. Heighe of spouted-
Aagon 12] in. 'The gold crnaments from the grave (Plate 30) consist of 2
neck tore with splendid reliel omament of the extrematies of the hoop and
on the buffer terminals. The twisted ning bracelet has fine tooling beeween
the ridges, and the pair of pennannlar bracelets have magnificent reliel
ornament of the hoops a3 well as the terminals. These latter are technically
close to the neck tore. Internal diameter of tore 7§ in.; of ring bracelet

3} in.; and of pennanular bracelens 2§ in. Landesmuseum, Bonn,

20, The princesses’ grave at Reinheim near Saarbriicken was discovered in
11-33 1954, and is one of the most ounstanding of the Early La Tene Calture
graves 5o far found. The bunal was in an cak-built chamber, but there

wat no evidence for a vehicle. Amongst many magnificent picces were
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the gold ornaments seen in Plate 29. These included a neck tore with
twisted hoop, 1 closedring bracelet, and 2 penannular braceler. There
were also a pair of openwork gold fingerarings, and other adomments in
the same metal. Most remarkable is the terminal ornament of the torc and
penannular braceler of which details are seen in Plates 32 and 33. The
profusion of human and bird-of-prey masks wrought in great derail with
a wealth of other features and ornament is unique, as are the plain bosses
at the terminal extremities. A bronze spouted-fagon of the kind seen in
Plate 36, was alto present. An entirely mythical animal stood on its lid,
and the upper end of the handle displayed the remarkable superimposed
human faces seen in Plate 31, Stylistic considerations indicate that this
grave is older than that at Waldalgesheim, probably belonging to the
early fourth century 8.c. The diameter of the tore is 6] in. Saarland-
museum, Saarbriicken. J. Keller (1955) for preliminary report.

Air photograph of the site of La Tene, Lac de Neuchitel, after which
ate called the Iron Age culture, and art syle, succceding thae of
Hallszast. The retaining walls of the Canal de la Thiéle aze seen projecting
ino the lake and ar the point where the short oblique wall touches land
was the area of the grear deposit of weapons, with ather equipment, and
woaden piles. Prior to drainage operations, the lake had wood ar 2 higher
level, but the photograph also shows that the ostengble votive deposit
was made at the mouth of the old nver Thi¢le whose former ramifications
can be seen av dark bandy La Teéne is sitwared near Peéfargier at the
northocastern end of the lake. In the photograph, the alignment of the
canal is approximately NE.-SW.

This tore, found at Trclwingen, Sulz, Wiirnemberg, has an iron core
with thick coating of silver. It weight is over 13 Ib,, and it must be
regarded a3 2 votive object not meant for human adornment. The con-
frontadon of amimal heads on an object of this kind would point to
Achaemenid originals, but the mildness of expression of the bulls, and
the twisted tores around their necks, are wholly Celtie, and sugges a date
within the Middle La Teéne Culture. The torc is so Gr withour close
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parallels, but the use of silver, and stylistie aspects of the bulls’ heads,
suggest a somewhat more castern ongin amongst the Cels than its place
of finding, Width o} in. Landesmuseum Stungan, P. Goessler (1929).

37, 38 Pair of bronze snaffie birs found in a hoard at Ringsiead, Norfolk in 1950.
These are excellent examples of insular Celtic crafsmanship, and of the
British school of La Téne art. The bits are of the threelink type, made of
solid bronze, the cheek rings are of iron coated with bromze, The decora-
ton differs at either end of each bit, but matches from one to the other;
thus, they were clearly intended for a pair of chariot hores in the same
harnest. They have been dated on siylistic grounds to the middle of the
first eentury 8.c. Overall length 1o} in. Norwich Castle Museum.
R. R. Clarke (1951).

36-41 Bronze drinking-hotn weminals from Tors, Kirkcodbrightshire, Recent
investigation has shown that these objects were not pam of a home
trapping as previously aceepted. The terminals are of hallow sheet bronze,
one of them still retaining a solid cast bird's head finial. Otherwise the
decoration, different on each horn, is execnted in the same engraved
wehnique, and demonsirates motifs of the early phase of the Brirish
La Téne ant style. The terminals, which were cleatly meant o be used
as a pair (compare Plate 18), probably date from the second half’ of the
third century 8.¢. The size and curve of the wrminals suggest their use
on the horns of bos primigendus (aurochs), and a reconstruction of this sort
is scen in Plate 41, For scale: the bird's head is about 1§ in, long, Navonal
Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh. R. J. C. Adkinson and S. Piggou
(1955).

42, 43 Gold omaments from Snettisham, Notfolk, These objects form one of
the five groups known colleenively as the Snewisham Treasure. The three
gold objects of this group were found looped together as shown
Plate 42, They consist of a large ring terminal torc, seen scparately in
Plate 43, 2 braceler, and an incomplee buffer terminal tore. The ring
terminal tore (diamerer § in.) is an exceptional picce, and, in it plasic
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telief, and chased ‘manting’, omament, is characterisic of the easern
school of British art in the second half of the firt century 8., This torc
contained, in one of the terminals, a small coin of the Gaulish Atrebates.
The braceler, which is hollow, displays closely related decoration, and
was probably made by the same crafisman. The fragmentary buffer
terminal tore is of 2 slightly older fashion, and may have been broken up
for smelting, Tr seems that the Treasure as a whole was hidden abour the
time of the birth of Christ, Norwich Castle Museum. R, B Clarke
(1954).

Mouth roundel of bronze trumpet from Lough na Shade, Co. Armagh.
The somewhar stff and symmetrical arangement of the plastic omamemt
is representative of Trith picees derived from the eastern British wadition
of La Téne art. The qumpet probably dates from the firse eentury AD.
The trumpet itsell consists of 4 tapering bronze twhe, almost semicircular
1 its curve, and derives from the same tradition as those seen in Plate 3,
stemming originally from ox harns. Diameter of roundel 8 in. National
Museum, Dublin, R. ], C. Atkinson and S. Piggon (1955) for stylisuc
commentss. C. Fox (1946) Plate X1la, for whole trumpet.

Old Osweury, Shropshire. This hillfort is ane of the finest of the senes
along the Welsh Marches. Four stages of development have been die
tinguished by excavation, the eatliest being the two contour ramparts
and ditches surrounding the inner area. These were probably erected in
the second century 8.¢., and the elaborate entrance defences and outer
circumvallations, in the ensuing centuries down to the Roman Occupa-
tion in the third quarter of the finst century A.p. The comuuction of two
or mote lines of defence was due 1o the inroducuon of sling warfure
to Boam from the coasdands of Adlantic Ewrope. W. J. Varley
(1950},

Cissbury Rings, Sussex. This is one of the largest hill-fors on the
southemn chalklands, and is one of 3 series of widely spaced strongholds
in that atex, perhaps implying large tribal territories. The site is a classie
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example of the bivallate contour hillfort dating probably from the
midahird century 8.c. This and the foregoing plate, with others w0
follow, introduce aspects of the environment of Celtic tibal life which
muscum objects cannot provide. E. C. Curwen (1954).

ﬂmmmm&ulp@gcmﬁmmpumpqﬂy&thmillmmd‘
particular objects, but two have impomant hiscorical connections,

(¢) Tetradrachm of Aetolia. Reverse, The figure reprosents Actelia
scated victoriously on a pile of Celric and Macedonian shields. At her
feet lics 3 Celtic rumpet, cernyx, with its head pointing upwards just
behind her stafi. This, with relared coins, falls within the years 270168
8.C., but the mophies would be appropriate to the Aetolian success in
279, so that the coin provides a usefl chranological indication for the
archacalogy of the shield and trampet types. British Museum, Princpal
Coins of the Greeks, Plate 36, 14.

(8) Bromze coin of the Remi, one of the most impomant of the Belgic
tribes in their reladons with Julins Caesar, Their name, scen on both
faces of the coin, is continued in that of Reims which became their
cantonal centre under Roman administration, The Obverse shows three
heads, doubtless an allusion to the mad symbolism of Celtic deities. The
Reverse shows 2 chariot scene of which the general composition with
winged figure derives from Greek originals, but the chariot itself is of
Celtic type with open front, and curved side screens (compare Plate 53).
L. Lengyel (1954). no. 433-

(¢) Denarius of L. Cosconius: Reverse. A warrior standing in the chanot
husls a spear, 2nd helds in the other hand a long shicld and canmyx. The
scene 15 interesting for the heroic figure and his arms, but unrealisic in the
absence of a charioteer, and in the schematic treatment of the chariot.
The structure beneath the warniod's feet is a perfuncory copy of 2 Greek
original that was also imitated on coins of the Arverni and Turones. The
date of this coin is generally given as 112109 8.C., but 118 B.C, has mote
recently been suggested, thus connecting it with the foundation of the
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colonia  Narbo. The Gaulish figure depicted s thought to represent
Bitnitus, the king of the Arverni, who was made captive in 121 B.C.
E. A. Sydenham (1952), no. s21. S. Piggott (1952).

(d) Denarius of the Revolt of Civilis (A.0. 69-70). This coin belongs to
one of the groups of independent coinages struck during the Civil Wars.
Although not reverting in style to the ancient rypes of Gaul, it is em-
blematic of resurgent nationalism, The Obverse shows Gallia wearing 3
tore, and accompanied by 3 mumper. The Reverse depicts the ume-
honoured baar symbol, together with clasped hands, two ears of com,
and the reassuring, but unavailing, inscription Fipes. British Museum
Camlogwe (Empire) I, p. 308 (c).

These plates show Celtic wophies carved on the balustrade of the Temple
of Athene Nikephoros at Pergamon. They wete executed during the
reign of Eumenes 11 (197-159 B.c.), the son of Amlos I of Pergamon
who overcame the Galatae, Accuracy was observed in the carving of the
balustrade fricze, of which there were numerous panels, the actual
trophies having doubtless been available to the sculptors. In Plae 48
the bull-headed object, probably a camyx, should in particular be noted,
and in Plae 49 the most interesting object is the chariot yoke cleatly
copied from the wooden original, and compating closely with the
remains of actual yokes from La Téne itself, and from a find in Treland.
The long shield with pronounced umbo and midrib, typical of the
Celts, is well in evidence, but in the coat of mail, the humped shicld
with running animal, and the helmets, may be seen thar moxwure af
Mediterranean armour to be expected amongst the Galatoe by the end of
the third century B.c. The fragments of the balusrade were removed

from Berlin to Russia, and have not yet been recomed. R, Bohn (1885)
for uuljr detailed !Iudj.

Detail from the tiumphal arch at Orange, Vaucluse, showing Gaulish
arms, and & baude scene, This arch dates from the second half of the first
century .. Ity carly history and commemorative purposes are complex,
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but conquest of the Gauls is one theme not in doubt, While relying for
the general idea on the trophy friczes at Pergamon, the Orange sculpruse
is not a copy of the Greek, and typss of Roman and Gaulish arms
proper to the firse century 5,¢. can be identified. In Plate 50, long shild
and camys ate much in evidence, and Celtic proper names can be seen
on some of the shields, Decapitated beads, such as the Gauls prized,
are also shown. The baule scene in Plate 51 is a good illusration of
Classical literary descriptions, and the difference in stature between Gaul
and Roman should be noted. P, Coussin (1924). I A. Richmond (19313).

52 Air photograph of the Casro de Monte Bernorio, Palencia. This i one
of the great hillfons of the nonth Spanish Iron Age province of the
Celts. The main fortification consists of a massive stone wall, now much
ruined, but which is estimated to have stood to a height of abour 10 feet.
This wall represents a final phase in the fortification of the site, of which
there are other traces. Excavations have also revealed hut foundations of
rectangular plan, and a cemetery, The stronghold was abandoned in the
weond century 8.C. J. Maluquer de Motes (1945b).

$3, $4 Citinia de Sanfins, Pagos de Ferreira. This is one of the numerous hall
forts in Northern Portugal, and excavations have been conducted there
within recent yeirs. The culture represented ar the site is that of the
*post-Hallsant’ type of the Celtic overlords mixed with indigenous traits.
ﬂumimutnfhmqpn,ufwlﬁchﬂnfuunﬂaﬁnmm& lower courses
of masonry were well presarved (Plate 53), show the circular, indigenous
type preponderating over the intrusive, rectangular form. Apart from a
large hoard of Roman coins, there is no evidence of Roman influence,
and the inhabitants remained in swrdy independence into the first
century 8.6, The air-photograph (Plate 54) shows the encircling walls and
the elusters of house sites excavated o date. The lower and outer enclosures
were evidently used for catde not inhabitation. A. do Pago (1953).

55 Air-photograph of the Citinia de Briteiros. This s the largest of the
numerous hill-forn overlooking the fertile basin of the Rio Ave. The site
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15 ¢ miles north of Guimardes. The site was surrounded by two massive
stonc walls, and was occupied from probably the third century 5.C. 0
the beginning of the fourth century A.n. MuchRoman influence is therefore
evident, but the old forms of house constrocdon continued, and chere are
imporant native funerary and cult monuments. M. Cardozo (1948).

Vienical air-photograph of the large hillfort in the commune of St
Thomas, Aisne, 12 miley southcast of Laon. The defencs enclose
the fat top of a hill now largely cultivated. The ramparts suggest two
peniods of forification, of which the second is principally represented by
the immense rampart and ditch reducing the defended ares, and seen
running obliquely to the east (right in the photograph) of the cultivated
fields ‘within the enclosure. The photograph also reveals, in light-coloured
sl marks, the spread of the eroded rampart, and indicates a small inner
enclosure at the northern end. The uronghold was occupied in the first
centisry 8.€., if not before, and may be recognized as being one type of
Belgic oppidum encountered by Caesar.

Vertical ais-photograph of the Cité des Limes, Bracquemont, Seine
Inférieute, north-rant of Dieppe. The defences of this large fort may give
the impression of beng sited in relation to the high chalk cliffs, bus in
fact the coast has advanced inland very considerably in historical times,
so that the swonghold must be regarded as having been built some
distance fram the sea. It is 2 site typical of a2 group of Belgic strongholds
in this pare of Northern France. The mos massive defences are o the cast
(nght i the photograph), running back from the present cliffi. Here
there 18 2 rampart, still 30 feet high, with a wide ditch ousside. The
defences wum west and overlook the valley in which Bracquemont lies.
Within the enclosure is a small "hanging valley', or "valleuse’, which
opens high on the cliff face, and is not part of the forification.

These wo strongholds are now fully described by Sir Mottimer
Wheeler and Miss K. M. Richardson in Hill-Fortr of Northern France
(Society of Antiquaries of London 1957), pp. 123-4; and 131, which
appeared since this book went to press.
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54, 59 In the late second eentury B.C., the Celts began w build very large
fortified enclosures capable of accommodating much larger communities
than previously attempred. These are the appida described by Cacsar and
others, and they are dismibuted from Central Gaul, across Southern
Germany to Bohemia and beyond. The site here illustrated is thar at
Otzenhausen near Trier, presumably 2 sronghold of the Treveri. The
photogeaphs ‘are a lesson in field archacology contrasting with the
conditions scen in Plates 45, 46 and 77. The distant view of the hill
(Plate $8) gives no indication of the presence of the oppidum, and in
Plate 9 the mmbled stone wall, which must have commanded open
guunﬁ.hm:bnutby:h:umaf&:cmndunfm. W. Dehn
(1937).

60 Carved stone pillar from Plalzfeld, Kr. St Goar, i the Hunsriick. This
is the most remarkable of surviving Celric stone-work which, unlike the
sculpeure in the Provengal sanciuanes of Enmemont and Roqueperuse,
was far removed from direct Mediterranean inspiration and rechmque.
The monument was originally about 6§ f. high, and was surmounted
by a head which was destroyed in the seventeenth century (see Figure 23).
Individual details such as the rope pattern edges, and the columnike
base, are of Etruscan derivation, but the composition as.a whole is Celuc,
and the peatshaped face, surmounted by a massive ‘leafrcrown’, is the
same on all four sides as is the rest of the stylized foral carving, The
fareheads are marked with a trefoil (compare Figure 24). The inverted
*Reur de lys’ below the chin invites comparison with the armangement of
three tassels below the fice on the Reinheim torc (Plate 33). The monu-
ment presumably dates to the turm of the fifth and fourth centuries 8.C.
Existing height 4 fi. 10} m. Landesmuseum, Bonn.

61, 62 Carved stone figure from Waldenbuch, Wimemberg, This, again, is 2
unique piece, though there is no information about the desroyed upper
portion, The peesence of 2 namnlistic single arm placed across the
figure suggests 4 riwal pose, seen also in Plate 63, and known fram
carvings in Ireland. The geomemic ornament is in the style of the native
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art in the Waldalgesheim grave, and indicates a larefounb-century date.
Tt 1s possible that the curvilinear design on the lower pare of the stone may
represent the folds of a garment while the upper, rectilinear, ormament
may owe something to the squarecut cape womn by the Roqueperuse
figures (Figure 22). Alternacively, if the stone figure was sufficiently wll,
the band of rectilinear ornament may represent a belt, with or without
metal mounss, and this view is supported by the continuation of the
curvilinear design above the arm. Existing height 40} in. Landesmuseum,
Smngart.

Janus stame from Holzgedingen, Wiintemberg., The two faces of the
stone are identical, but the one here shown is the better preserved. For the
original arrangement of the ‘leafeerown’ see Figure 26. Note also the single
arm extended across the body, and the belt, or girdle. The Janus motil,
of Esruscan origin, scems to have been propagated northwards by the
Rhine route, and the weatment of the Holzgerlingen Face has some
affinity with the more sophisticated work at Roquepermse. Height 91 in.
Landesmuscum, Sturgart.

Stone Janus head from Leichlingen, Kr. Rhemn-Wupper, This head, of
which both faces and a side view are illastrated, is 2 much rougher
production than any of the foregaing pieces of Celtic stonework. It is 2
northern outlier of the Rhenish group, but the wedgeshaped nose links
it with Plate 63. The up-tumed mouth, rounded eyes, and the presence
of ears, so that the head has 2 genutne lateral aspecy, are points of merit.
The moulded fAange at the base of the neck supgests that the head formied
the finial of some kind of pillsz. Height 4§ in. Landesawseum, Bonn,
1. Jacobsthal (1944) treats of all the picces in Plates 60-66. Leichlingen
he miscalls Selingen.

Stone figure fram Euffigneix, Haute Mame, This piece of iconography
identifics the anthropomorphic deity with the boar, iself the most
conspicious emblem of the Gauls in the last phase of independence.
The aunbution might be appropriste to any wibal god, and a few
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Gallo-Roman dedications incorparate Celric *boar’ or “pig’ words. The
mearment of the boar suggests a date in the fint century B.C. Height
1o} in. St Germuinen-Laye,

Bronze figure fram Bouray, Seineet-Oise. This picce is made of shea
bronze with deils in reposssé. The face and head were cast, not beaten,
and the six separate picces forming the whole were fastened rogether.
One ey, of blue and white glass, is still in position. A tore encitcles the
neck, and the legs are armanged in the ‘yogi® squatting position which
may have been the normal sitting posture amongst the Celes. Generally
considered to have been the work of a bronzesmith accusomed
making cauldrons, and to be of catly Gallo-Roman times, 3 third eentury
8.c. date has recenuly been proposed. Heighe 16} in. St Germaineens
Laye. The original study is by R. Lanticr, Momuments Piot xxxiv (1914).

This inscription, found in the Gallo-Roman sendement at Alise-Saintes
Reine, Céxe d'Or, is important as an example of the Gaulish language,
sct in Roman epigraphy, but also because of the inclusion therein of the
name Alesia, thus identifying the site, apart from other kinds of evidence,
with the Alesia where Vercingetorix made his last stand against the
Romant. The first word in the inscription s the dedicator’s Latin name,
but theteafter the words are Caulish. Gonepsy, in the last line bux three,
means “smiths’ and is cognate with words in Irish and Welsh. The
place-name is seen in the last line. The terms of the dedication are
somewhat obscure, but it is made to 2 god Cuetis.

The original is in the Musée Alesia. A convenient commentary on
the inscription is given in A. Grenier (1943), 309-311.

Bronze votive plaque with engraved subject and inseription from
La Fandrolle, Alise/SaintesReine. The drawing of the two-wheeled
vehicle, and the horse is clumsy, and too obscure to be informative for
the type of harness. The inscription shows a simple dedication by Satigenus
son of Solemnis to the goddess Epona. This, and other evidence, shaws
Alesia to have been an important centre of the cult of Epona whose
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attribute is the mare, and whose name 1 desived from a Celuc word for
horse. Heghr ¢4 in. 5t Germaincen-Laye. R. Magnen and E. Thevenoc
(1953).

Air-photograph of Emain Macha (otherwise Navan Font), Armagh,
Ireland. This site is the teaditional royal centre of the Ulaid, 2 people on
whom centres the Ulster Cyele of early Irish epic literature. The earth-
works give the impression of being for sacred of funerary ends rather than
for human habitation. Macha was an Irish equivalent of Epons with
marked horse attributes and assoctadons.

Airphotograph of Alesis. In the foreground is the village of Alise
Sainte-Rane, and notth of it the sweepsided hull on which was the
Gaulish oppifum. The sertlement extended zlong this elevated platean to
the east, and fortificarions blocked the easier slopes of ascent. Caesar's
main siege-works lay around the hill, and especially on the low ground
to the left, as seen in this photograph, and wowards the railway at Les
Laumes in the background, The Gallo-Roman town that grew up after
the defeat of Vercingetorix, in 52 B.C., was simated immediaeely w the
east of the Gaulish sronghold, As compared with other Gaulish oppids
of the period, Alesia was neither lage not strongly defended. Its especial
sanictity to Epona, ‘the holy queen’, must have been a determining factor
in its choice for a last stand by the Gaulish leader.

Stone relief from Bethingen, Wiirtemberg. Here there is no inscription
but the atmbutes are sufficiently clear. In the upper register, Epona is
seated in the cenore and Aanked by theee horses on either side. In the lower
register, 2 four-wheeled vehicle with driver is drawn by three horses, and
the sacrifice of 4 pig is also being undertaken. The mythological allusions
in the wiple amangement of the horses will be noted. Height 233 in.
Landesmuseum, Stuttgart.

Aluar dedicared to Taranucnus, from Béckingen, Wiirtemberg, This is
one of  number of epigraphic witnesses of Roman times for 3 Celtic god
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with 3 name relared 1o, or idemical with, thar of Taranis who s mens
tioned by Lucan. Derived from a Celtic word for thunder, the name
might be of very general application amongst the Celtic deities. Heigh
of altar 39 in. Landesmoscum, Srttgare.

The coins on this plate, three Celtic and one Roman, exhibit points of
intezest on cult. The Celtic coins further witness to the geographical
range of this cutency in Europe, and, of these, the Brnsh coin is
important for its historical and linguistic connections.

(a) Gold camn from Pannonia. This belongs to the currency of the cast
Celac mibes, the Boii and others who extended from Bohemia to the
Lower Danube. The Obverse shows a Janus head, already noted a5 3
symbol of deity. The Reverse shows a horse with female rider, and this
must be another manifesation of Epona, or whatever the nature-goddess
tay have been called in that region. K. Pink (1939), Plate XI, 235.

() Cold coin of the Turones, a tribe sentled in the area of Tours. The
Reverse composition is ultimately derived from the stater of Philip 11 of
Macedon, bur coming through the medinm of coins of the Arvern,
Hete the subject has been entirely adapted w0 Celtic mythelogical
symbolism with emphasis on the single harse, the streamers and emblens
which are conspicuous on many related Gaulish coins, and on the
conducnng figure with spiky hair bue of uncertain sex. The chanot has
become unimportant and vestigial. L. Lengyel (1954), no. 75

(¢} Gold coin of Tasciovanus, probably the son of Cassivelluunus the
Belgic king whe opposed Caessr in Britain, but cerinly his sueeessor,
The Obverse of this coin shows an abbreviation of his name with the
word ricox which is recognizable as a version of a Celtic word meaning
‘kingship". Tasciovanus was the first of the kings of the Catuvellauni to
place his name an coins, and Ricoy i thought to have been a riposte to
the client kinglers of Rome, amongst the Atrebates on the south coas,
who enjoyed the tifle rEx. On the Reverss, the horse conrinues to be an
auspicious emblem. Tascovianus died about A.D. 1§, and was succeeded
by his son Cunobelinus. R. P, Mack (1953), no. 184.
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(d) Denanus of Auvgostus, from 3 ming in Asia Minor, The Reverse
face of this coin illustrates a building that is of no normal Classical rype,
but which exhibits many of the features deduced for Romano-Celric
temples. No direct association can be claimed although some allusion 1o
Celtic territory might not be inappropriate on coins of Augustus, or in
reference to Julins Caesar if the building should be conneeted with him,
a5 has sometimes been suggested. Allowing for the limintions of the
coin engraver, one may note the relatvely @ll edls, with window over
the door, and the colonnade which does not suppor the pediment, but
mdicates a covered way along each wall. The archirave bears an inserip-
tion IMP CAESAR, and 3 winged figure of Victory supported by two
warriots, stands on the pediment, Briush Museum, Catalogue (Empire) 1,
P I03, o, 631,

Found at Caligny, Bourg, Ain, the fragmentary bronze calendar, of
which the lefi-hand portion is here seen, is the aldest extensive example
of writing in a Celuc language. A late-first-century B.c. date, or one at
least within the reign of Augusus, seems probable on philological and
historical grounds. Despite is Roman apparnce in lettering and
entablature, the compuasition is wholly Caulish, and must have been the
work of the native learned order, the druids, at a point before their final
suppression. Enough of the tablet survives to show that it measured some
60 by 42 in., and that it was divided into sixteen vertical columns pro-
viding a table of sixty.two consecutive lunar months, with two intercalary
months. It is possible thar this sequence formed part of 2 minetcensyear
system which was completed on other ublets. Each month is divided
mto & bright half and a dark half, the division being marked by the
comspicuons word ATENOUX ‘returning night'. The days are numbered
=XV in the light halves, and I-XIV or XV in the dark halves. Special
abbreviations mark certain days, and the months are marked with the
abbreviations MAT or AN, ‘good” and 'not good' in the sense of auspicious
er otherwise. The names of the monrhs are thought to have been learned
invmiamufd:tuhminnulmx.;hwcbdngmnmdﬁtmdi under
more barbaric conditions. Festivals are not named, but there are calendar



Notes on the Plates
indications for ones correspanding to Beltine and Lugnasad although
nane to Samain which was the important autumnal division between
the years in Ireland. The first column begins with one of the intercalary
months, and is followed by the months sAMox and pusaNy, the other
columns contain four months in proper sequence, except in col. 9,
not here included, which contains the other intercalary month with two
ordinary ones. The public natore of the ealendar, and the frequency of
abbreviations, suggesss 2 wide fmiliarity with reading. The peg holes
oppasite each diurnal date, and other features, suggest that the Gaulish
calendar owed s origin to Greek originals ar 3 somewhat earlier peniod.

The odginal 15 in the Palais des Ans at Lyons. E. MacNedll (1928).

Uffington, Berkshire. The hillfort on top of the chalk downs was
erecred by people of the fron Age A Culrure, and displays an interssting
arrangement of out-turned ramparss at the entrance forming a “barbican’
gateway, probably having had double gates, and timbered sides and
overwotks. The site went out of use before the cutting of the white hotse
on the chalk scarp, On stylistic grounds, the horse 15 considered o have
been made by Belgic settlers in the late first century 8.c., ar soon there-
after. The harse is as likely to have been conneeted with some kind of
sacred site a5 to have been 4 mere tnibal mark of taritorial possession.
The over-ll length of the horse 15 365 feer.

This ait-photograph shows the central group of earchworks on the Hill
of Tars, County Meath, Ireland. This hill is the most importane of royal
centres in waditional liverature, and i3 geographical seting, a limesone
ridge with extensive views over rich pasture land, made it parncularly
suitable for early sentlement. A chambered wmulus of the Exly Bronze
Age is the oldest monument on the hill so fas tecognized, but the cirenlar
carthworks would appear to date mainly o the waditonal period of
occupation in the centunies immediately preceding, and following, the
opening of the Christian era. One site recently excavared has produced
Roman potiery of the first to third centuries A.0., but the general aspect of
the monuments, seen on the photograph, is ritaal or funerary rather than
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habitational. Further excavauons wall go far w0 ducidate imporam
questions 1n Irish archacology and early history. The horse associanons
of mythalogical figures connected with Tara make the juxtaposition of
this plase with that of the Uffington white horse not 2 in
appropriate, S, P. O Riorddin (1954) for general description.

This concluding plate shows 1 medallion from the early-eighth-cenrury
A, belt shrine of bronze found it Moylough, County Sligo. In the
cenme of the medallion 15 an apen-work triskele design in silver. This is
surrounded by a bronze border with champlevé enamel, and millifiore
glass, sexings, and the erminals of an equal-armed cross project beyond.
This picce s included here as 2 reminder of that final conmibution of
Celic tradition to the life of Europe recreated in the Insh Church.
Diamieter 13 in. National Museum, Dublin. M. and L, de Paor (1958).
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