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GAZETTEER

OF THE

BANKURA DISTRIOT.

CHAPTER I.

PHYBICAL ABPRECTE.

Bawxruna, the westernmost distriot of the Burdwin Division, is Gewasis
gituated between 22° 38' and 28° 88’ north latitude and between DE#OBIF-
86° 86’ and 87° 46’ cast longitude, It has an area of 2,621
square miles, and, according to the census of 1901, contains a
population of 1,116,411 persons, The principal civil station is
Bankurd, situated on the north bank of the Dlmllmnr river in 23°

14’ N.and 87° 4 E,

According to local tfradition, the town wus mamed after
its reputed founder, n chieftain called Banku Rai, from whom
the Rais of Badrd, a small hamlet of Binkurd, claim desosnt.
Another looal legend is that the town is so cslled after Bir
Bankurd, one of the twenty-two soms of Bir Hambir, Rija
of Bishnupur, who divided his kingdom into as many farafs or
circles and gave one to each of his sons. Tarqs Jaybelia fell
to the lot of Bir Bankarf, who established himsslf at the present
site of the town, which was then in the midst of thick juagle. .
It may, however, be suggested as a simpler hypothesis that the
pame is & corruption of Binkunda, meaning the five tanks.
The name Bankunda is found in & Banskrit verse by Edu
Misre (a genealogist of the 15th century, now regarded as an
suthority on the history of Bengal families), which records the
fact that the great poet and ascetio, Sriharsa of the Bharadwija
gotra, lived in Kenks in Bankunda to the west of Burdwan.
The nsme Bakoonda is also found in old official records, and
as late as 1868 we find the town referred to as * Bancoorah or
Bacoondah."*

™ ® Statistical and Geographical Report of tho District of Bancoorah, by Lieut.--
Qolonel-J, E. Gastrell.
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2 BANKURA.

3:."“"" On the north and north-east the district is hounded by the

i distriot of Burdwin, from which it is separated by the Damodar

river; on the south-east by Hooghly ; on the south by-Midnupore ;

and on the west by Manbhiim. In shape, it resombles an isosceles

triangle wedgod in botween Manbhiim and Burdwin, with its

apex nearly opposite Raniganj, and with an irregular base line
resting on Midnapore and Hooghly.

Gonfigurs-  Bankurd may bo desaribed as a connecting link between the

' plains of Bengal on the esst and the Choth Nagpur platean on

the.west. To the east and north-east the landis o low-lying

alluvial tract, presenting the appearance of the ordinary rice lands

of Bengal, Towards the west the surface gradually rises, and

the level plain, green in its senson with paddy, gives place to an

undulating country, interspersed with rocky hillocks and broken

up into low ridges and valleys.  Here the face of the country is

gtill largely covered with jungle, but in many places the surface

has been denuded, leaving exposed extemsive areas of hard rocky

soil. To the extreme west these undulations become more

pronounced, as the fringe of the Chota Nagpur platean ia reached ;

and this portion of the district consists of broken rocky country

with numerous groups of hills and isolated peaks, Taken as a

whole, the distriot consista of & wide expanse of gently undulating

gromd, intersected by rivers and streams flowing from north-

west to south-east, which divide it into a number of parallel

strips. This rolling country merges in the Gangetic delta on the

one gide and in s hilly broken country on. the other; but the

ground rises irregularly from the alluvial plain, and there is no

marked ridge of hills.

gmﬁ;‘ﬂl . The district thus consists of two distinet fracts. The western

“™" portion marks the first step of the gradual descent from the

tableland of Chota Nagpur to the delta of Lower Bengal, consist-

ing a8 it does, in great measure, of the spurs projecting from the

western tableland and of low swelling ridges of laterite. In the

central portion of the district the country is more open and

congists of a series of rolling downs, which eventually merge in

the alluvial plain formed by the &ilt brought down by the great

Gangetio rivers. Tho difference between the deltaio tract to the

east and the rolling uplands end isolated hills to the west has

been well described by Sir William Hunter, who writes:—In

Bankurs the alluvial flate end in' the undulations, isolated

peaks, and short, low ranges which form the advanced gusrd

of the hill system of the central Indian plateau. A poor,

ferruginous soil and hard beds of laterite hers take the place of

the fertile deltaic detritus, with expanses of sorub-jungle and
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edl woods for the closely-tilled village lands of the eash
Instead of a wealthy and well-educated population of Hindus
and Muhsmmadans, the western tract is comparatively thinly
inhabited by races or castes of a less advanced type, and into
whose coustitution the aboriginal or semi-Hinduized element
gtrongly enters.™*

In the eastern portion of the district, snd in the tracts adjoin- Scenery.
ing the DAmodar river, the scenery is on the whole tame and
monotonous, for the eye constantly rests on wide expanses of rice
fields, green in the rains but parched and dry in the hot weather.
Theee fielde, however, are fringed round by villages, encireled by
clumps of bamboos, mango groves, plantain gardens and palm
troes, which have a quiet beauty of their own and relieve the
monotony of the scenery. Leaving the alluvial flats, the ground
gradually becomes more broken, more elevated, and at the same
time less cultivated. Rocks crop out, and ama.ll boulder-covered
knolls make their appearance. TLong broken ridges now mest the
oye, either bare or covered by low jungle, from which all the
largest timber has been removed, though a few trees are left
to show the noble forest growth that once existed. These ridges
are divided up by irregular patches of more recent alluvinm,
which extend into the bigher ground and form narrow strips of
cultivation between the uplands, During the hot weather the dry
red soil and scavcity of troes give this part of the country a
soorched and dreary appearance, but in the rains the fresh green
of the young rice in the hollows and the foliage of the serub-
jungle form attractive contrasts of colouring.

The scenery in this part of the district has a distinolly park-
like amspect. A traveller suddenly brought here might almost
imagine himself transported to some English park, and in other
places is agreeably surprised to find a long vista of trees stretobing
along a red laterite road, which now passes into the hollows and
again mounts the slopes. In the western and southern portions
of the distriot the country is more broken end the scenery more
picturesque, as the upland ridges are succeeded by low forest-clad
hills and wooded glens in the south, while further to the north the
Susunia and Biharinath hills stand oub as commanding features
in the landscape,

The hills of the district consist of the outliers of the Chots Hrx
Nagpur plateau, and only two are of any grest height, vizm., "™
Susunia and Biharinath, Susunis, which is about 14 miles north~
west of Binkurd, runs almost due east and west for a length of 2
miles, and rises to a height of 1,442 feet abovo sea-level. It is still E

# Preface to Volume IV of the Statisticsl Account of Bangal,

B2
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almost entirely coverod with thick low forest; and at the foot of
the hill is & ruined bungalow erccted by a stone company, which
used to quarry stone hero, The Bihfirinath hill is gituated in the
north-east corner of the district and rises to a height of 1,460 feet.
There are several low hills in the Baltora outpost in the north-west,
but the only other hills in this part of the district that call for
separate mention are Mejin and Kori (or Karo, also called Eanrd).
The Mejia hill is situated on the south.bank of the Damodar river,
nearly opposite the town of Raniganj. Its height is incomsidex-
able, being only about 200 feet above the level of the surrounding
country. In shape it is conicsl, with a epreading bese and a
rather shorp apex. The Kori or Ilaro hill, with o height of
nbout 850 or 400 feet, lies about half way between Mejii and
Bankurd town, and olose to the Bankurd-Réniganj road. Itis
of an elongated contour, running east and west; the west side is
steeply searped, and the north and south sides are also precipitous.
On the east, however, the hill rises from the ground with a very
gentle and long asoent, reaching its greatest height just over the
precipitous western face.

To the south in thinas Khatrd and Raipur are a number of low
but picturesque hills, of which one, known locally as Masaker
Pihir, to the enst of Xhatrd, is the subject of a ourious legend,
It eontains & cave, which the people long believed no one dare
or could enter, Looal tradition relates that this cave was the
residence, in former times, of a muni or sage, who used to reward
the visits of his patron, a neighbouring Rijf, by o present of a
gold mohur every time he came. He always seemed to draw this
coin ouf of his matted hair, and the RAja came to the condlusion
that his head was full of gold. He accordingly had it out
off, but obtained nothing but the ocurse of the dying muni,
which long clung to his descendants in the form of hereditary

The district is bounded on the north by the Damodar river,
and is intersected by a number of rivers flowing from north-
wesk to south-east in courses roughly parallel to one another.
They debouch from the western hills, and are nearly all hill
slreams, which come down in flood after heavy rain but subside as
rapidly as they rise. Their beds are eandy, and in the summer
months nearly everywhere dryup. The banks are well defined,

- and are chiefly composed of clay and sand mixed with kankar,

Dimodar,

with Iaterite rocks cropping up here and there, The following is
a brief account of the most important of these rivers.

.. The Damodar takes its rise in the hills of Ohotd Nagpur, and
touches upon the Bankuwd distriot just after it has received the
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waters of the Barikar. It then flows in a south-easterly direction,
forming the boundary between Biinkurdi and Burdwin for about
45 miles, and enters Burdwin near Samsfir in thina Indas in
this district. The course of the river is tolerably straight, but ‘it
is full of sand banks, with a fall of 840 feet per mile, Duxing
the rains, or from the middle of July till the middle of October,
it is navigable by country boats; but the rapidity of the current
and the sudden freshets and floods to which it is linble render
navigation hazardous, In the hot season the river dwindles away
into an insignificant stream, fordable nearly everywhere and in
many places not a foot deep. There is mno river-borne traffie
worthy of the name, with the exception of large rafts of timber
floated down the stream. During the rains, numbers of logs are
fastened together by ropes to form rafts, locally called mdrs, with
three or four men fo steer them. The rafts so formed are some-
times 50 to 60 yards long, and generally flotillas of 10 or 12 rafts
are launched together from the timber-yielding tracts higher up
the river,

The Damodar is linble to heavy floods in the lower portion of
its course. The size of the channel of the river in its lower part
being much less than in its upper part, it is impossible to retain
within its banks the whole volume of water which comes down
when the river isin flood, and the greater part of the flood
discharge must pass out and spread over the country. As the
floods in the Damodar do not last long, and as the quality of the
gilt which this river carries is good, the mere inundation due to
the flood does good as well as harm, and is certainly not a serious
evil. There is, however, in all such cases a danger of the flood
water cutting channels through the soft banks of the stream
and forming branch etreams, which continue to flow after the
flood has subsided and which tend to alter the regime of
the river. :

Though the floods of the Damodar rarely do great damage -in
this distriot, much distress is sometimes caused by the formation of
great head-waves, At times of flood, the rain waber pours off the
hills through hundreds of channels with such suddenness into the
river bed, that the waters heap up and form a dangerous head-
wave, called the Murpdban, whioh is not unlike the bore or tidal
wave of the Hooghly, but of greater breadth, extending nearly
from bank to bank. This head.wave presents the appearance of a
wall of water, sometimes five feet in height, and may cause loss
of life ond considerable damage to property.

- The Damodar is the terrestrial object most venerted by the
Bantéls; and the country that is most closely associated with their
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name, and which they apparently regard as their fatherland, lies
between it and the Kasai. They speak of it as their ses, and the
obsequies of their dead are considered incomplete till some charred
fragment of the burnt body is committed to the stream, to be
borne away to the ocean,

The chief tiibutary of the Damodar is the Sali, which rises a
fow miles west of Kord hill and falls into the Damodar at the
village of Samsir in thina Indfs. This river drains a largo
portion of the north of the district.

Of the other rivers flowing through Bankurd the most import-
ant is the Dhalkisor or Dwirkeswar. This river takes its rise
near the Tilabani hills in Manbhiim distriet, and flowing south-east
enters the district of Bankurf near Dumda in pargana Chhatna.
It pursues a rather tortuous course to the south-esst, with
several bifurcations through the Bankurfi, Onda snd Bishnupur
thanas, and leaves the district near Huzrd in thina Kotalpur.
In the lower portion of its course, after its confluence with the
Bilai on the borders of Midnapore, this river is known as the
Riupnarayon. Its fall is less than that of the Dameodar, and its
current is hardly perceptible from the end of November to the
beginning of June, but in the rainsitis subject to heavy floods
and is often an impassable torrent,

The Dhalkisor has many branches or old beds in thanes Onda
and Bishnupur, most of which meander about for some distance
and then rejoin the parent stream, They dry up in the hot
weather, to be agein replenished in the succeeding rains, and
are known as kdnd madis or dried-up rivers. The principal
branch is the Jasodd Jidl, which separates from the Dhalkisor
near Abantika in the Bishnupur subdivision,

During its course through the district the Dhalkisor receives
many tributaries, the principal of which are the Gandheswari, the
Kukhra and the Birai, all small strenms with rocky beds., The
largest of these is the Gandheswari, which, flowing south-west of
Busunif hill and north of Bankurd, joins the Dhalkisor near
Bhutsahar, a village two miles from the town. Like the
Dhalkisor, it is subject to sudden freshets ; and before now officers
returning to Bankurd from tours in the north of the district have
had to wait till the waters fell and so enabled them to cross over
by the nauumy laid across its bed,

The river Bilai or Silabati rises in the Manbhiim district, a.nd
entering Bankurfi near Salanpur in thina Khatr, has a short
course in the south of the distriot, through that {hana and the

Simlapal outpost, before it passes into Midnapore, where it joins

the Dhalkisor. It isliable to heavy foods, slthough st most
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times, -even during {he rains, it is easily fordable. - There are
some emall but picturesque waterfalls along ite course nedr
Harmisra, Its prmmpal tributary is the Jaypands or .Tn;rkhd.l
whioh rises near Bagd in thana Khatra.

The river Kasai or Kansabati enters the distriot near Biman: Kisal,
dihi in Khétra, and, after receiving the watersof the Kumari af
Ambikinagar, ﬂowa through thinas Xhitrd and Raipur, leaving
the distriet near Bsra Pokhurid in Raipur. Just above Baipur
the river forms several picturesque waterfalls, but they are of no
great height, The K#sai is the only river navigable during the
rains besides the Diamodar. Formerly o considersble quantity
of timbar was floated down it from Raipur to Midnapore, but
with the wholesale destruction of forest trees in the wmtern
jungle tracts, this traffic has been graatljr reduced.

There is also a minor river in Raipur théna m.llad the
Bhairabbinld, which rises in the hills of Syimsundarpur and
has a course of a few miles in the distxict.

There are no natural lakes or canals or artificial wateroourses Laxss,
in the district, except an artificial channel, called the Subhankari}gn "
Ihal, which is popularly attributed to the famous Bengal cawazs,
mathematioian Subhankar Rai. This old channel was repaired
.during the famine operations of 1896-97, but has gradually silted
up. Near the town of Bishnupur, and within the old fortifications;
are several picturesque tanks or small artificial lakes, constructed
by the former Rajds, who, taking advantage of natural hollows,
threw embankments across them to confine the surface drainage:
These tanks or lakes served to supply the city and fort with an
sbundance of good water, and also to fill the fort moat. -

There are many small excavated tanks in the more level portion
of the distriet ; but in the uplands, the natives, in place of digging
tanks, throw embankments (called bdndhs) across the slopes and
hollows, in order to retain the surface drainage water for irrigation
purposes. Springs are also common throughout the uplands, but
the inhabtants do not use spring water, which, dlthough clear and
sparkling, and pleasant to the taste, is believed to be injurious to
health. There are a few natural pools to be seen along the banks
of the rivers Bilai and Jaypandd or Jaykhal. They are of small
breadth and depth, and are locally called Asura panj, or khdls
made by the feet of Aswras. Near Mejis is a large swimp, mllaﬂ
the Mejia Bil, formed by the overflow of the Dimodar. -

The uplands are still covered in many parta with wide mtuhnwumm.
of low sernb-jungle or of young sa? (Shorea robusia) saplimgs,
with ocoasionally a dense thorny undergrowth. In the west-and
gouth, trees of larger growth.are found, but.in the centtal ‘portion
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of the district nothing but stunted jungle now remisins, sll else
having been cleared awey by the woodman or charcosl burner.
Even now, though the larger trees have been felled long ago, the
latter, wherever they cen, dig vp and burmm down the roots
and stumps for their charcoal kilns. The comsequence is that,
where no restriction is placed upon indisoriminate clearance,
the scil is rapidly becoming barren. Here and there, it is true, a
scanty herbago still springs up under the elight cover afforded by
the gtunted bushes remaining, But o insufficient and coarse is it,
if left to iteelf, that the inhabitants resort fo the expedient of
forcing it by firing the sorub in March and April, With the first
shower of rain, the grass agein shoots up, and being of a finer and
better quality, affords a little more nutriment to the half-starved
cattle, But unfortunately ot this time tho young sdl i just
putting forth new leaves and shoots, and, these being destroyed,
its growth and spread are effectuslly retarded. The surface soil
of the uplands, being thus deprived of the protection which Nature
would otherwise afford, is washed away by every fall of rain,
leaving exposed large areas of hard compact ferrnginous soil, on
which nothing will grow. In this way, the district is being
slowly but surely denuded of its forests. :

In spite of this, the sa/ forest growth, which has been loft or is
springing up, is of some ecomomic value, and there are several
jungle estates, which are cropped either yearly for firewood or at
larger intervals for the sake of saplings. The jungles also produce
a small quantity of tusser cocoons, which are reeled into thread
by women of the weaver class, and some medicinal plants, which
are used by native physicians for medicinal purposes.

The greater portion of the district consists of & rolling country
oovered by laterite and slluvium, which, it is believed, was origin-
ally o region, or if, as is highly probable, it were subaqueous, a
sea-bottom formed by an undulating surface of rock, from which
rose numerous rocky islands, themselves the relics of a former
denudation. To the east there isa wide plain of recent alluvium,
while metamorphic or gneissose rocks are found to the extreme
west, which includes a fow of the more easterly projecting head-
lands of the immense area of gneissose rocks comprised in Chotd
Nagpur. These outliers are pumercus in the south-west of
Bankurs, while in the north-west, and across towards Maliara,
metamorphic rocks stand up boldly in well-marked ridges or
bands, the prevailing character of which is Lornblendio, associated
with granitoid gueiss. Btrong massive runs of the hornblendio
varieties stretch across the country in tolerably continuous lines,
the general strike being nearly east and west. The same prevailing
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hornblendio character of the rocks continues southwards to the
small hill of Korg, which is composed of o granular quartzite of
light greyish-white colour. This hill is in the same line as
the more marked rise of Busunii to the west, and it may not
improbably be connected with the same line of faulting or disturb-
anoe, There is a marked change in the direction of the rocks
north and south of this line, whish seems to confirm such a
gupposition. Close to KorA hill on the south-west, hornblendic
schists ooour, traversod by numerous veins of pegmatitio granite.
They seldom exceed one foot in width, but they may often be
traced for hundreds of yords, the fleshy white colour of the felspar
contrasting strongly with the dark greyish-green of the decom-
posing hornblendic rocks, They frequently form a little sharp
ridge, and look like a great white cable stretched along the
surface. Schorl is abundant in them and, with a pinkish {elspar
and pure quartz, forms the entire rock.

As one approaches the town of Bankuri, the rocks hecomse
markedly hornblendio, traversed by granite veins, while to the east
the gneiss becomes gradually covered up with laterite masses
and coarse sandy clays. In the town itself, and to the west of it,
gneiss is abundantly seen, shewing in great rounded hossss—the
tops of swelling masses, which just peep through the more recemt
deposits of lateritic and gravelly character, South of Binkurs,
veins of epidiotic granite may be traced outting threugh the
goeisdose rocks ; nnd toward the west, gneissose and hornblendic
rocks may be seen here and there just beneath the surface -of
the ferruginous gravel and laterite clays. In the Bilai river in
the south-west of the distriet the metamorphic rocks are well
exposed, but they are much disturbed, and cut up by many
irregtilar veins of granite. This granite is highly micsoeous along
the edges, the mica being found in large erystalline masses of &
whitish colour.

But the most chavacteristio geological feature of the district
is the area of laterite and associated rocks of sands and gravels,
In places one finda true laterite in hard massive beds and blocks,
in other places laterite gravels, which have all the appearance of
being the result of the decomposition and re-arrangement of this
more massive laterite, The ferruginous gravels in some places
seem to pass by almost imperosptible changes into the solid
laterite, and in a few instances have become recemented into a
mass not easily distinguiehed from that rock. On the other
hand, they pess by equally insensible gradations into a coarse
sondy clay containing only a few of the ferruginous nodules of
laterite, which are barely sufficient to give a red tint to the whole,
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In this oase also caleaveous Rankar is frequently associated, It
mey be mentioned that loeally the nodular ferruginous rock,
known as laterite, is generally called kankar, while the caleareous
ooncretions, commonly used as the source of lime, which &
geologist would call kankar, are known as ghulin.

In the north of the district laterite does not cover any great
aren between the alluvial flats along the river Damodar on the
one hand and the gneiss on the other. Ttis seen near Barjord
and in thin patches of no great extent nearver to the town of
Bankwrd. In the higher and more broken ground extending to
Sonamukhi and the Dhalkisor, it covers the greater part of the
swelling coppice-covered ridges, and is for tho most part gravelly
in character, but here and there forms thick, solidl and massive
beds. Towards the west, it becomes thinner and less marked,
ond gradually more mixed up with the debris of the gneiss,
The flats of the Dhalkisor now intervene, and south of that
river laterite aguin ehews, forming similar long low ewelling
ridges of broken ground, which extend from Baukurd to
Midnapore.

Wherever it has been seen, the laterite is detrital, i.s., it
contains pebbles of quartz and often of other rocks also, but
chiefly of quartz. Not infrequently these imbedded pebbles aund
fragments increase in number, until the rock becomes a coarse
ferruginous conglomerate. Layers of sandstones are frequently
found with this conglomerate, irregular in their development and
arrengement, Near Sondmukhi to the east, this recent conglo-
merate, which forms an upper cake-like coating where the laterite
rocks ocour, rests upon o bed of loose quartz pebbles forming a
coarse clean gravel. Most of the pebbles are well rounded, some

1 of them being as big a8 & man's head. Another point of interest
connected with these laterite deposits is that, as we approsch the
gneiss rocks to the west, the number and the size of the frag-
ments of quarts, felspar, and other debris of those rocks inorense,
clearly indicating the source from which they have been derived.
The laterite iteelf gradually thins out and dies away towards
the west, becoming broken up info isolated patches of smaller
pod pmaller extent and thickness, until af last o few loose blooks
msay be the only trace of its former ocourrence. On the other
hand, the deposit becomes more continuous and thicker towards
he east, until it is covered up by clays. Widely spread over

ege laterite rocks, there is a sandy clay offen composed to a
large. extent of the small rounded nodular conoretions of the
|laterite, and passing from this into an ordinary sandy day with
caloareous kankar.
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The Grondwiina system is represented in the northern portion
of the distriot south of the Damodar river betweon Mejia and
the Bibarinith hill. The beds are, however, much covered by
alluvium. They belong to the Raniganj group, and may contain
useful seams of coal.*

The eastern portion of the district forms part of the rice Doz,
plains of Western Bengal, and land under rice ocultivation
oonteins the nsual marsh weeds of the Gangetic plain. On ponds,
ditohes and still streams, floast aquatio plants, accompanied by
many submerged water weeds, Round villages, and in the
neighbourhood of towns, there ave the usual shrubberies of semi.
spontaneous, often sub-sconomic, shrubs and small trees, which
are oocasionally of considerable extent, The more characteristic
shrubby species are Glycosmis, Polyalthia suberosm, Clerodendron
infortunatum, Solanunmt forvum, and various other species of the
same genus, besides Trema, Streblus and TFiews lispids, Bome
other species of figs, most notably the pipal and banyan, with
the red cotton tree (Bombazr malabaricum), mango (Mangifera
indioa), snd jiyal (Odina Wodier), make up the arborescent part
of thess thickets, in whioch Pheniz declylifira and Borassus
flabellifer are often present in considerable quantities, Hedges
and waste places are covered with climbing oreepers and various
milk weeds, and also harbour quantities of Jutropha gossypifoiia,
Urena, Heliotropium, Side and similar plants. Roadsides are
often clothed with a sward of short grasses, and open glades
with taller grasses of a ooarse character, while in dry places there
are several kinds of grasses peculiar to dry regions that have
wandered from the west to this district, Where there are patches
of forest or sorub-jungle, other than those of the village shrub
bery class, the more striking constituents are Wendlandia exserta,
Gmelina arborea, Ading cordifolia, Holwrrkena antidysenterion,
Wrightia tomentosa, Vitex Negundo and Stephegyne parvifolia.

The rest of the district is higher, and here the uplands are
bare or covered with a scrub-jungle of Zisyphus and other thorny
ghrubs. This serub-jungle gradually merges into forest, where st/
(Shorea robusta) is gregarious, while the low hills are covered
by a mixed forest containing species of Miliuse, Sohlichers,
Diospyros and other trees.

The following is a brief account of the most common trees and
plants of economic use found in the district. Alkwshi (Mucuna

® The Geological Siructurs and Physical Featwres of Bankerd, Midaapors
and Orisa, Memoirs, Geological Survey of India, Vol. I, Pt 8. The Riniganj
Oval-fleld, by W. T Blanford, Vol. I1I, Pt 1.
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pruriens) is & leguminous creeper, the seeds and secd-vessels of
which are pounded and used as a blister; the seed-vessels are
covered with fine bairy spines, which ave highly irritating to the
skin when handled, ceusing inflammation and swelling, The
amalias (Cassia Fistula) is one of the handsomest trees in the
distriot, having large pendulous bright yellow flowers, which have
given it the name of the Indian laburnum. The pulp, which is
of n dark-brown colour and sub-neid taste, serves as n laxative,
while the leaves and seeds are pounded and used as a purge.
The wood is much sought after by the poorer classes for props to
their houses, ag it is hord and durable, and is not easily affected
by damp, or readily attacked by white ants, The dsan (Termi-
nalia tomentosa) is another valuable troe, yielding a good wood,
which is chiefly employed for making lintels and door-posts.
The leaves furnish one of the chief supplies of food to the tusser
silkworm, which spins its cocoons on the small branches or twigs;
and its branches are frequented by the shellac inseot. The babil
(deacia arabica) is common in the districh. The flowers and
seeds are used for medicine; the seeds are given to cattle as
fodder in bad sensons ; the gum exuding from the bark is collected
and sold in the bazars, From the wood, which is valued for its
durability and hardnees, cart-wheels and ploughs are made, while
the bark yields a good tan; a decoction of it is often used
to harden the soles of the feet.

The bair (Zizyphue Jijuba) yields o small, round, acid and
astringent fruit, which the poorer classes gather when ripe, dry on
the - roofs of their houses, and use as food. The wood is of little
use, but fences round the fields are made from the smaller
‘branches, The bel (degle Marmelos) grows Ireely in Bankura,
and often attains a large size. The natives bake the fruit in
its rind or shell, and administer it for dysenteric affections;
a decootion of the bark and roob is sometimes used by them
in cases of palpitation of the heart, and a decoction of the
leaves in ssthmatic complaints. The plant called bdg bherendd
(Jatropha Curcas) grows round most of the village gardens. The
seeds, from which oil is also oxpressed, are used as a cathartio, and
the leaves for poultioes; the milky juice that exudes from the
stem when ont forms, with oxide of iron, a good black varnish.
The yoots of the bwﬁuh (T'ragia involucrats) ara employed by
native doctors as an alterative medioine, while the sharply stinging -
spines on the leaves are sometimes wetted and applied to paralyzed
limbs to excite sensibility. The fruit of tho bakerd (ZTerminalia
belerios) 18 also used medicinally on account of its astringent and
tonio properties. Infused in water, it is given ss & cooling
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draught in fevers, and the expressed juice forms a basis for several
colours in dyeing. The eeeds ave used for making ink, and cil
for burning is extracted from them.

T'he rank poisonous plant called dhatard (Dafura séramonium)
may be seen growing in the vicinity of many villages, Asis well
known, it possesses narcolic qualities, and the seeds, when eaten,
produce intoxication with fierce delirium, They are sometimes
mixed with sweemeats, and secretly ndministered, in order to
facilitate theft or other criminal designs. The leaves smoked with
tobacco are soid to be useful in asthma. The dhdman tree (Cordia
Macleodii) is found in the western jungles, and yields a hard, ologe-
grained and elastio wood used for Bamghis, and, by the Buntils,
for bows, ploughs, ete, The gab tree (Diospyros Embryopterds) is
chiefly valued on account of its fruit, the expressed juice of which,
boiled down to a thick consistency, is used as a varnish to protect
boats from decay and from the attacks of worms. The juice
contains about 60 per oemt. of tannio ecid, sandis a valuable
astringent and styptio, which finds & place in the native phar-
macopeia, When ripe, the fruit forms an article of food, which
is much esteemed by the country people. The fruit of the Aarrd
(Terminalia ohebula) is also used medicinally as s purgative.
Mixed with catechu, it is a favourite remedy for uloer in the
mouth. The émli (Tamarindus indica) i8 common all over the
distriot; the fruit is dried and used in curries, or mixed with
water for sherbet, but the natives believe that, unless drunk very
sparingly, it induces rheumatism. The wood is hard and close
grained, and is used for making oil-presses, sugar mills, eto,

Kuchila (Strychnos Nuw-vomica), which yields the common
Nua-vomice poison, i8 common in the jungles to the west and
south, and is also found near the town of Bankuri. The seeds act
a8 a stimulant tonio in small doses; and it is not uncommon to
find cows eating the leaves, the result being that their milk has
a sharp bitter taste for several days. The mahud (Bassia latifolis)
is very common and furnishes an important part of the food
gupply of the poorer classes, When its thick waxy-leaved flowers
begin to fall, the people gather them up carefully, and dry them
for food or eell them for the distillation of country spirit. The
seeds yield an oil and- a kind of buttery substance, both of which
are used to mix with and adulterate ghi, while o decoction of the
bark and leaves is said to be useful in cases of rheumatism. From
the palas (Butes frondosa) the gum called “Bengal kino» is
produced, It is rich in tannic and gallic acids, is a powerfnl
astringent, and is very useful in cases of diarrhoea. The sqzind
(Moringa pterygospirma), commonly called the horse-yadish free, is
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pruriens) is a leguminous creeper, the seeds and seed-vessels of
which ave pounded and used as a blister; the seed-vessels are
covered with fine hairy spines, which are highly irritating to the
skin when handled, cansing inflammation and swelling. The
amaltas (Cassia Fistula) is one of the handsomest trees in the
distriot, having large pendulous bright yellow flowers, which have
given it the name of the Indion labwnam. The pulp, which is
of o dark-brown colour and sub-noid taste, serves ns o laxative,
‘while the leaves and seeds are pounded and used o8 & purge.
The wood is much sgught affer by the poorer classes for props to
their houses, as it is hord and durable, and is not easily affected
by damp, or readily attacked by white ants, The dsan (Termi-
naliz tomentosa) is another valusble troe, yielding o good wood,
which is chiefly employed for making lintels and door-posts.
The leaves furnish one of the chief supplies of food to the tusser
silkworm, which spins its cocoons on the small branches or twigs ;
and its branches are frequented by the shellac insect. The dabal
(Acacia arabica) is common in the district, The flowers and
geeds are used for medicine ; the seeds are given to cattlo as
fodder in bad seasons ; the gum exuding from the bark is collected
and sold in the bazars, From the wood, which is valued for its
durahbility and hardness, cart-wheels and ploughs are made, while
the bark yields o good fan; o decoction of it is offen used
to harden the soles of the feet.

The bair (Zizyphus Jujuba) yields a small, round, acid and
astringent fruit, which the poorer classes gather when ripe, dry on
the - roofs of their houses, and use as food. The wood is of little
use, but femoes round fhe fields are mode from the smaller
branches, The bel (Aegle Marmelos) grows freely in Bankura,
and often atfains o large size. The natives bake the fruit in
its rind or shell, and administer it for dysenteric affections;
8 decoction of the bark and roob is sometimes used by them
in cases of palpitation of the heart, and a decoction of the
leaves in asthmatic complaints, * The plant called bag bharenda
(Jatropha Curcas) grows round most of the village gordens. The
geeds, from which oil is also expressed, are used as a cathartio, and
the leaves for poultices; the milky juico that exudes from the
stem when cut forms, with oxide of iron, & good black varnish.
The roots of the bichuti (Tragia involucrala) are employed by
native dootors as an alterative medicine, while the sharply stinging -
spines on the leaves are sometimes wetted and applied to paralyzed
limbs to excite sensibility, The fruit of the bekerd (Terminalia
belerioa) is also used medicinally on account of its astringent and
tonio properties. Infused in water, it is given as a oooling
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draught in fevers, and the expressed juice forms n basis for several
oolonrs in dyeing. The seeds are used for making ink, and oil
for burning s extracted from them.

I'ho rank poisonous plant called diatard (Datura séramonium)
may bo seen growing in the vicinity of many villages. Asis well
known, it posseeses narcotic qualities, and the sceds, when eaten,
produce intoxication with flerce delirium. Thoy are sometimes
mixed with sweemoats, and secretly administered, in order to
facilitate theft or other criminal designs, The leaves smoked with
tobaocco are soid to be useful in asthma. The dhdman tree (Cerdia
Macleodis) is found in the western jungles, and yields n hard, close-
grained nnd elastio wood used for danghts, and, by the Suntals,
for bows, ploughs, ete. The gab tree (Diospyros Embryopteris) is
chiefly valued on account of ite fruit, the expressed juice of which,
boiled down to n thick consistency, is used as a varnish to protect
boats from decay and from the attacks of worms. The juice
oontains about 60 per cent, of tanmic acid, andis a valuable
astringent and styptio, which finds & place in the native phar-
macopeia. When ripe, the fruit forms an article of food, which
is much esteemed by the country people. The fruit of the Aarrd
(Terminalia chebula) is also used medicinally as a purgative,
Mixed with oatechu, it is o favourite remedy for uloer in the
mouth. The ¢mli (Tamarindus indica) is common all over the
district; the fruit is dried and used in curries, or mixed with
water for sherbet, but the natives believe that, unless drunk very
sparingly, it induces rheumatism. The wood is hard and close
grained, and is used for making oil-presses, sugar mills, ste.

Kuohila (Strychnos Nuz-vomica), which yields the common
Nugz-vomica poison, is common in the jungles to the west and
south, and is also found near the town of Bankuri. The seeds ach
a8 o stimulant tonie in small doses; and it is not uncommon to
find cows enting the leaves, tho result being that their milk has
a sharp bittor taste for several days. The mahud (Bassia latifolia)
is very common and furnishes en important part of the food
supply of the poorer classes, When its thick waxy-leaved flowers
begin to fall, the people gather them up carefully, and dry them
for food or sell them for the distillation of country epirit. The
seeds yield an oil and & kind of buttery substance, both of which
are used to mix with and adulterate g/3, while a decoction of the
bark and leaves is said to be useful in cases of rheumatism. From
the palds (Butes frondosa) the gum called “Bengal kino" is
produced. It is rich in tannio and gallic acids, is & powerful
astringent, and is very useful in cases of diarrheen. The eaiing
(Moringa plerygosperma), commorly called the horse-radish tree, is
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a ocommon tree in Bankurd, The flowers and young pods are
uged in ourries, the pods also making a good pickle with vinegar
and salt. The roots, which have o pungent taste, furnish a
pubstitute for horse-radish, and are also considered useful in cases
of paralysie. A limpid oil called Jen is extraoted from the
geeds, which is used in perfumes and also by watch-makers, The
kend (Diospyros melanoxylon) is found in most of the uncleared
jungle. It yields a very hard, close-grained wood, the centre or
core being very hard end black, and, in old trees, similar to
ebony ; this black heart-wood is, in fact, known as Bengal ebony.
Besides the above, the mango, date-palm, nim, piped, banyan, red
cotton tree and giyel are common.

Though the physical features of a large part of Bankurd
resemble those of the sdjoining districts of Choti Nagpur, it is
far from being o well stocked with game, This is due to the
gradual thinning out and, in many places, the entire extermina-
tion of the extensive sa/ jungles which once covered the uplands,
and to the continued extension of cultivation, which have
gradually driven big game westwards. It is also due, in a large
measurs, to the ruthless destruction of animal life by Bantals
and other forest tribes, who never lose an opportunity of killing
whatever living thing they come across. This is especially the
case in the course of their large annual beats, which fake place
at certain festivals in the hot weather. On thess oocasions they
gather in hundreds, and the jungles are practically denuded of
all gnme, for nothing comes amiss to their bows and arrows or
sticks, their aim with those weapons being marvellously acourate,
It. must not be supposed, however, that the district has been
altogether denuded of big game, for both leopards and bears
are still found in the more remote jungles and even ocoa-
gionally in the viciuity of the townof Bénkurid, But they are
becoming soarcer year by year, as cultivation expands, the need
for fuel becomes greater, and the jungle becomes thinner, '

According to a report furnished by the District Officer, tigers
gtill occasionally frequent the jungles at Saltorfiin the north-west
and in the Raipur thina to the south-west. A few man-eaters
are also said to he found in the extensive jungles of Kuing,
Kama, Chilnd snd Jobi in thina Khatrs, which have an aggre-
gate aren of 12 square miles ; in 1904 two persons were reported
as having been killed by them. Leopards, wild bear and hywmnas
are said to be found in the jungles at Birsinghs, Satgichi,
Manikbazar and Bansl in the Jayrimpur outpost; at Hathar,
Krishnaganj, Jadabnagar and Jirmohin in the Kotalpur thana ;
at Belband, Belsulia and Kamarpokhur in the Bishnupur thina ;
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in the low jungle-clad hills of thina Raipur ; af Saulia, Jay-
krishnapur, Dhabani and Belistore in the Barwﬂ‘. outpost ; at
Sialpahari, l{mhd.mlgs,. Dhénsimld and Dhandol in the Souamukhi
théans ; and in the jungles to the south of the Taldingra outpost.
Bpotted deer are reported to have their habitat at the Tux@ hill
and in the jungles of Jhari, Talghari and Dubrjpur in thina
Raipur. It should be added, however, that there are no well-
authenticated instances of tiger being found in the distriot - since
the early sixties, and that the natives often use the term bare
bagh for large leopards or panthers, which ave sfill plentiful in
parts of the district.

Wild elephants were foxmarly fairly numerous, but have now
disappenred. The last oopasion on which wild elephants visited
the district was in 1898—1000, when three of these beasts roamed
through the south-western portion of the district snd gradually
worked their way to within 12 miles of the town of Binkuri.
They were eventually proclaimed by Grovernment in consequence
of their having caused grest domage to the crops and proved
dangerous to human life; and two European sportsmen sucgeeded
in shooting one enormous mals, 'by o single well-placed bullst
from an eight-bore paradox, and in wounding a seoond, which
killed a boy in his wild. carcer westward. Since that year
wild elephants have not appeared in the district, though it is
possible that a few may still find their way to their former
hpunts and visit the extreme gsonth-west from neighbouring
ﬂiﬂbﬁﬂt&.

"The common black or sloth bear is still fairly plentiful, though
not found in the same numbers as 40 or even 30 years ago, when
there was scarcely a large patch of jungle that could be beaten
without onme or two, or even more, being furned out. Now,
except in the more remote jungles, it scarcely pays to have a
beat, jungle after jungle proving blank; and the best way of
gecuring & bear is to wait till news is brought of a she-bear
with cubs having taken up quarters in a den. They are
very destructive to the maize and sugarcane crops, sud are often
found stripping makud trees of their flowers, of ‘which they are
exceedingly fond; the mother generally climbs the tres and
shakes the branches in order to make the flowers fall down to
her cubs below. They frequently attack harmless men and
women, who happen to cross their path while engaged in burning
charconl or ga.fharin.g fuel ; end it is not an uncommon sight to
see patients in the dispensaries who have suffered severe manlings
from them, the head being fmquﬁntly badly damaged by thm:
attempts tcr tear off the scalp.
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. Leopords are still found, though in decreasing numbers, and
here as elsewhere ave parhaulnriy destructive to smaller cattls,
sheop, goats, and dogs. They are commonly trapped in cages.
There is s well-authenticated instance of a remarkable capture
of a leopard at Raipur, which is worthy of mention. Two young
Santal rakhdal or cowherd boys were refurning home after grazing
their cottle, when they ocaught eight of the tail of a leopard
protruding through tho trellis work of the cowshed. One of them
dashed forward and caught hold of the fail, pulling the leopard
towards him, while he told his brother to run into the cowshed
and belabour the brute with a thick stick. This his brother did,
and with such effect that the beast was soon Jors de combaté and
ultimately killed outright.

Among other carnivorous animals the following are fairly
common ;:—hyeenas, jackals, fox, civet cats, and wild cats of several
species, as well as the ubiquitous mongoose. "Wild pig and wolves
are rarer, but are occasionally met with, and wild dogs are still
more uncommon. It is somewhat surprising that wild pig are not
more numerous, considering the area of jungle still left, but their
poucity is probably due to their destruction while still young by
leopards, hyenas and wolves, as well as by the jungle tribes, who
are particularly fend of their flesh and never lose an opportunity
of catching them irrespective of sex or size. Deer are rare, and
can only be found in the extreme west, on the borders of
Mianbhiim, where & few spotted, hog, barking, ravine, and dwarf
deer are ovoasionally secen, but the noble sdmbar seldom, if ever.
Other common snimals sre monkeys, chiefly the large black-
faced Aanumdn, squirrels, poroupines, and rats and mioe of every
desoription, including the odoriferous musk rat.

Pea-fowl are still fairly numerous in some parts of the
district. Among other game birds are grey and black partridge,
jungle fowl, quail, pigeons and an occasional lesser florican.
On the Damodar and Kasai rivers several species of wild
goose, duck, enipe and ordinary water-fowl are found in fair
numbers, but are not so common as in other districts, Other
common birds ave those usually met with in other parts of
Bengal, ranging from the vullure and fish-engle to the bulbul,
sparrow, honey-sucker, and other birds too numerous to men-
tion in detail:

The fish found in Bankurimihamnumnunas met with in
other parts of Bengal and are mostly caught in tanks or irrigation
reservoirs (béndhs). The most common species are the ruf, mirgel
and katld. During freshete hiled find their way up the Damodar
and some of the hill-streams, and in the dry season large prawns
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(ohingri) are ocaught in’ the ehallows of the rivers. Here, as
elsewhere, every pool of water is ruthlessly fished, and even
the smallest fry are not spared.

Snakes are not very numerous, but soveral varieties are found, Reptiles.

including the cobra and Zarait (Bungarws coeruleus), the dhaman,
which grows to a large size, an occasional python in the hilly and
rooky parts, and the.ordinary grass and other harmless snakes.*

The climate, especially in the upland tracts to the west, is Cuntars,

much drier than that of Esstern Bengal, From the middle of
March to the beginning of June hot westerly winds prevail, and
the heat during the day time is oppressive, the thermometer in the
shade rising as high as 110° to 116°F. These westerly winds
generally dis away during the afternoon, after which a cool breeze
seta in from the south about sunset, and lasts nntil early morning,
when another lull vshers in the scorching westerly breezs ngain.
North-westers, however, are frequent doring these-months, and
help to mitigate the excessive heat of the day. They are accom-
ponied by more thunder and lightning, but far less rain, than is
observed with euch storms further to the enstward, Imdeed, they
often pass over without eny rainfall, and insach cases the thunder
and lighﬁning, and the force of the wind, ere violent. Daring
the rains, whieh sef in during the month uf June and lash until
the middle of September, the climate is comparatively pleasant,
for it is not so sultry, damp and ateamy as in other Bengeal distriots
at the samoe season of the year.” The cold weather is‘also far morg
bracing and enjoyable, the air is clear, and fogs are rarely seen.

In Bankurd, like some of the more wnaterly distriots of
Bouth-West Bengal, where the surface soil is composad of red
laterite and the hot westerly winda from Central India penetrate
at times, exceptionally high day temperatures are a feature of the
hot weather months. The mean maximum temperature, which is
on an average below 80° in December and January, rises to 82°
in Febraary, 93° in March and 102° in April. Thereafter, thers
is o steady fall until the monsoon is established, The mean
temperature for the year is 80°

The monthly rainfall is less than® an inch from November to
Janunary, and between one inch and two inches from February to
Aypril, pfter which there is a rapid increass owing to the ocea-
gional inoursion of cyclonic storms in May. During the monsoon
season climatio conditions are very similar to those cbtaining in
other parts of South-West Bengal, The rainfall is maintained

* The above ncoount of the Fanng of Binkuri bae been prepared from a nots
kindly contribnted by Mr, W. C, Liydiard of The Manor, Binkuri,

g
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chiefly by cyclonie storms, which form in the north-west angle
of the Bay of Bengal and influonce weather over the whole of the
south-west of the Province, and also by inland depressions, which
‘form over the oontral distriots of Bengal and move slowly west-
ward. As the district iz more in the Jine of advance of these
latter disturbanoes, rainfall is not so appreciably lighter as might
be expected from its inland position, The average fall in June
is 10'8 inches, in July 122 inches, in August 11'0 inches, in
September 8'7 inches, and in October -1 imches. The total
average fall for tho year is 55:206 inches.

The following table shows the rainfall recorded at each of the
registering stations duving the cold, hot and rainy’seasons, the
figuves shewn being the averages recorded in each case:—

o o

Novembaor March Juna .
Yoars. ; Annual

BraTiON. 1 to to
Jm od. February. | May, | October, | BYEr0ES

4

Binkuri . v | AB=—df 200 GGa 44 64 . B33
Bishnapur .., e | 21=23 187 701 4868 GE47
DOuegijalghiti wi | 16—16 178 678 4668 G426
Indis we | 1B =17 170 824 444 B4+38
KhiitrE o | Z0—=31 206 427 50-04 6920
' Hotalpnre aby no | 16=1T 187 G-80 46-10 o477
MiliEes o | BD—B1 143 630 44088 6106
Ondi " we | 28—17 147 518 FLET OBl
Raijpur .. oo | 18610 =183 a0z 5118 0100
Boniuukhi .., v | 16=106 202 (o6

44 04 G204

AVERAGE 181 o6y 40678 G520

-
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Tue history of Bankura, so far as it.is known, prior to the period Riz ano
of British rule, isidentical with the history of the rise and fall of Jaepolh
the Rijas of Bighnupur, said to be one of the oldest dyuasties in wuveos

* Bengal. “ The ancient Rajis of Bishnupur,” writes Mr. R. O, ™"
Dutt, “trace back their history to a time when Hindus were still
reigning in Delhi, and the name of Musalmins was not yet heard
in India. Indeed, they could already count five centuries of rule
over the western fromtier traots of Bengal before Bakhtiyir
Khilji wrested that province from the Hindus. The Musalmin

conquest of Bengal, however, made no difference to the Bishnupur

. princes. Protested by rapid currents @ike the Damodar, by
: extensive traots of sorub-wood and sd/ jungle, as well as by strong
& forts like that of Bishnupur, these jungle kings were little known -
t to the Musalman rulers of the fertile portions of Bengal, and were

never interfered with., For long centuries, therefore, the kings
of Bishnupur were supreme within their extensive territories, At
a later period of Musalman rule, and when the Mnghal power
. extended and consolidated itself on all sides, a Mughal army
sometimes mada its appearance near Bithnupur with claims of
tribute, and tribute was probably sometimes paid. Nevertheloss, -
the Sabahddrs of Murshidabid never had that firm hold over the
Rajas of Bishnupur which they had over the closer and more
recent Rajiships of Burdwin and Birbhiim, As the Burdwin
4] grew in power, the Bishunpur famaily fell into decay ; Maha-
riji Kirti Chand of Burdwin attacked the Bishnupur R&j and
. added to his samindari large slices of his neighbour's territories.
The Marithés completed the ruin of the Bishoupur house, which
% is an impoverished zamindari in the present day.
i % This ancient and renowned family is, of course, a Kshattriya Onrery ox
b family, and some thousands of people living in all parts of {77 .
] Binkuri distriot, and who are descended from the old servants or
| < retainers, soldiers or relations of the Bishnupur Réjés, are Kshat- -
! triyas olso by caste.... The story by which the Bishnupur
Kshattriyas connect themselves with the shattriyas of Northern
India, is thus told in Dr. Hunter's Annals of Rural Bengal :—~
' 02
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“ Raghunath Singh, the founder of the dynasty of Bishnupur,
derives his origin from the kings of Joeinagar near Brinddban.
T'he story of his parentage is as follows :—The king of Jainagar,
being seized with a desive to vieit distant countries, set out for
Purushottam, and on his way thither paseed through Bishnupur.
While matmg at ono of the halting places in the great forest of
that country, his wife gave birth to n son ; and the king fore-
socing the diffioulty of carrying n ohild with him, left the
mother and her baby behind in tho wonds, and went forward on
his journey. Soon after the father had departed, o man named
Sri Kasmetia Bigdi (an aboriginel inhabitant), when gathering
fire-wood, passed by the halling place, and saw the newly-born
child lying helpless and alone. The mother never was heard of ;
and whether she was'devoured by wild beasts, or found shelter
with the nabives, remains & mystery to this day. The woodman
took the infant home, and reared him till he reached the age of
Beven, when a certain Brahman of the place, struck with his
beauty and the marks of royal descont that were visible on-his
person, took bim to his house. Soon afterwards, the king (an
whoriginal prince) having died, his obsequies were celebrated with
great pomp, and people from all purts went to the funeral feast.
The DBribman being very poor went among the rest, taking
Raghun with him. When the Brahman was in the middle of his
repast, the late king's elephant seized Ilughu with his trunk, and
approached the empty throno. Great was the consternation and
terror, lest the elephant should dash the boy to pieces ; but when
the royal animal carefully placed the lad on the throne, the whale
wultitude, thunder-struck at seeing a deed so manifestly done by

“the will of God, filled the place with their acclamations, and

the ministers ngmad to crown the boy on the spot. Raghunith
Singh, therefore, was the first king of Bishnupur.”

“Buch is the story of the descent of the Bishnupur’ Kshat-
triyas from the Kshattriyas of Nerthern India. If it were not
ridiculons to apply the rules of historieal criticism to = story
which is 8o apparently a myth, we would ask one or two gquestions,
If Sri Kasmetie Dagdi, we would enquire, found the child by
itself in the forest, how did he (or any one else) know that it was
the ¢hild of the queen of Jainager, and not of some unfortunate.
woman of the neighbonrhood who might have better reasons for

_ abandoning her child. If the king of Jainagar, ogain, found it
* impossible to carry the new-born child with him, could he not

have loft some part of'his establishment with provision to take

. oare of the queen and the male child until he returned from

Puraghottam. Is there eny evidence, one is inclined to ask
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. beyond the signs which the learned Brihman obeerved on the
i boy's forehead and the conduct of {he ingpired elephant, to shew
that the boy wus a Kshattriya boy, and not a Dagdi boy? And,
lastly, is there anythidg to fix the date or the sutheutioity nf
. the story, or to show that it was not fabricated when the Rajas of
Bishnupur were powerful in Western Bengal and had assumed
Hindu civilization, and were snxious, therefors, to make out a
respectable ruyul descont for themselves. Dut it is naedlaag.to
make such enquiries ; the story is exaofly such as is prevalent in
all parts of India among semi-aboriginal tribee who connect them-
selves with Aryan ancestors. The fact that the Rajas of Bishnu-
pur called themselves Mallas (an aboriginal title) for many
centuries before they assumed the Kshattriya title of “Singh, the
g fiot that down to the present day they are known as Bigdi ‘Rajas
3 all over Bengal, as well as numerous local fanls and circums
stonoes—all go to prove that the Hajis of Bishnupur are
Kehattriyss, because of their long ingdependence and their past
history, but not by descent. The story of descent is legendary,
but the Kshattriyas of Bishnupur can show the same leiters
. patent for their Kshattriyahood as the Rajputs of Northern India
i or the original Kshattriyas of India could show, viz, military
: . pmfeamurn and the exercise of royal powers for aantunea.”' .
% The country over which these Rajas ruled is called Mallabhiim, Massa.
: a term now used for the tract of country comprised in the thinas 2HUM-
! of Bankurd (excluding the Chhalni outpost), Onda, Bishnupur,
' Kotalpur and Indas. Originally, however, the term was applied
. ™ toa more oxtensive tract of country. To the northit is believed
E A " to have stretched as far as the modern Damin-i-koht in the Santal
' Parganas ; to the south it comprised part of Midnapore, and to the
east part of Burdwédn; and insoriptions found at Pinchet in
the Manbhiim district show that on the west it included pmt of
Chota Nagpur. f
. The term Mallabhiim is said to mean the land of the wrestlers,
and is explaimed by the legend that the first Raj& received
the tifle of Adi Malla from his ekill in wrestling. The name
i Malla (a wrestler) is s Sanskrit one, but it, appears more
2 probable that the title is really an aboriginal one. *‘The name
ﬁ- . Malla,” writes Mr. W. B. Oldham, “is a titls of the Rajds of
Bishnupur, the acknowledged kings of the Bagdis, and of the
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Toview, 1882,
' tW. B. Oldham, Some Historical and Jm..m: Aspects of the Mﬂn
Distriof, Caleutta, 1804,

” * L, O, Datt, The dborigingl Bloment dn the Pepuf;ﬁu a_a",FMﬂ'd!, Caleutta *
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préeent Mals who are their neighbours, around whom ore centred
the most conorete legends which refer to the conneoction between
those two tribes. The Ilindu genealogists of the house of Bishou-
pur assert that this hereditary title Malld means the wrestler,
just as Manbhiim should be Mallabhiim, the land of the wrestlers.
As far as I Jmow, except for the mere coincidence of sounds,
both assumptions sxe equally gratuitous,” ¢ Thereis,” he further
points out, “an intimate connection belween the Mdls and the
Bagdis. To this day they pariake of the same hookah and admit
a common origin, and, in the.ocase of Bishnupur, a common
sovercign ; and my observation of both people leads me to
conjecture that the Bigdis are the section of the Mils- who have
acoepted oivilization and life in the eultivated country as serfs and
co-religionists of the Axyans; while those Mals who ave still foudd
soattered through the Bengal delta, and who are not cleasly
traceable to the Mals of the hills, are either the descemndants of |
isolated snd sconservative fragments of the race, or of those
members of it who tried to follow the example of the Bagdis,
after the latter had become constituted as a recognized and ex-
olusive caste, and therefore failed."*

To-this it may be added that other portions of . the district
appear also to have been originally the homes of aboriginal races
and to have been subdued by military adventurers, who were
either sboriginals themselves or Aryan immigronts. Such are
Dhalbhiim comprised in the Khilrd thina, Tungbhiim in the
south of the Raipur thina and Simantabhiim in the Chhatnd
outpost. The legends connected with these portions of the distriot
will be found: in the articles on them in Chapter XIV, and it
will be sufficient to stale that they were eventually overshadowed
by the Mallg kings of Bishoupur.

The names of eome of these tracte are of considerable
antiquity, being found in the Bramanda section of the Biavishyat
Puranas, which was probably compiled in the 15th or 16th
century A.D. “ Vardhabhimi,” it says, “is in one direction
contignous to Tungabhiimi, and in snother to the Bekhara
mountain ; and it comprises Varabbiimi, Samantabhiimi, and
Manbhiimi, This country is overepread with impenetrable
foreste of s4! and other trees. On the borders of Varabhiimi
runs ‘the Darikesi river. In the eame distriot- are numerous
. mountains, containing mines of copper, iron and fin, The men

" are mostly Rajputs, robbers by profession, irreligions and savage.
They eat snakes, and all sorts of flesh ; drink spirituous liguors,

*W. B, Oldham, Some Hitforionl and Efhnioal Aspects of the Burdwin
DHgiriot, Culoutin, 1804, ' y
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i e and live chiefly by plunder or the chase, As to the women;
; they are, in garb, manness and appearance, more like Rakshasis
! : thean human beings. The only objects of veneration in these
: countries are rude village divinities.”* Among the chief villages
B of this tract we find mention of Raipur and two Strengas. It
| . may be added that the mame Vardhabhiimi appears to be
: preserved in the modern Baribhiim and that the Sekhara mountain
is probobly Parasnath. A portion of the Gangajalghiti thina,
.which is known as Msahisward, forms part of arbhiim, or
a8 it iz known locally Sikharbhiim.

The following sketch of the traditional history of the Ea]iu Lmu
of Bishnypur has been prepared from an scoount furnished
the Distriot Officer,. which was based on the papers kept by the
Raj family. It differs materially from the Pundit’s Chronicle
given in the Stetistical Account of Bengal and in the danah of
Rural Bengol by Bir William Hunter.

In the year 102 of the Bengali era, i.e., in 695 A, D,, a prince
of one of the royal houses of Northern India made & pilgrimsge
with liis wife to the shrine of Jagannath in Puii, "While on his
7 way thither, he halted, in the midst nf &' great forest, at the
1 village of Laungrim, 6 miles from Kotalpur, and there lelt his
wife, who was about fo give birth to a child, in the house of &
4 . Brahman named Panchénen, ofter arranging that o Kayesth
i named Bhagirath Guba should look after her, Hbe then proceedad

on his way, and a few days afterwards his wife gave birth to &
*son. The mother and ohild Temained at Laugram in the care of
the Kayasth, and when the boy reached the ageof 7 years, the
Brihman employed him as a cowherd. One.day, when, overcome
b with fatigue, he had fallen asleep under a free, two huge
¢cobras, raising their hoods above the sleeper’s face, ‘shaded
him from the rays of the suy, till they were startled away by the
approach of Panchiinan searching for the boy. Impressed .at this
wonderlul sight, the Brahman dugwed that it foretold the future
greatness of the boy. Returning to his homestead, he gave orders
to his wife that in future the boy should never be given the
leavings of their food, and ¢btained a promise from his mother
-that, if her son ever became a king, he should be made his purchit
and the Kiyasth his prime minister. From this time the boy
ceased Lo be a cowherd. Apother sign of the greatness in store
for Him was soon fortheoming; for ome day, while fishing
with other boys of the village, he caught gold bricks instead of
fish. He now received the education of a warrior, and when he .
was only 15 years old, had no equal in maatlmg in all the

© ® J, Burgess, Geography of India, Indian Antiquury, Vol. XX (1801), p. 481,
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country round. His skill in this menly art endeared him to an
aboriginal ruler colled the Raji of Panehamgarh, and earned for
him the sobriquet of Adi Malla, the original or unique wrestler.
Tho Malls  Adi Mallu soon became a chieftain owing to the favour of the
chiefr.  Raja of Padampur, o place nedr the modern villago and police
outpost of Jaypur, 8 miles from Léugram. This Iiaja gave a
feast to all the Hrilimans round about, to which Pancbinan
went accompanied by Adi Malla, The boy, being a uuwhﬁrﬂ
was nob allowed to eat with the Brahmans, but sat outside in the
. court-yard, The Raja, attracted by his beauty, held an umbrella
over his head to protect him from the sun and rain, whereupon
the Drihmans deolared {hat, since the Iaj& himeelf held ihe
umbrelle over him, tho boy was destined to bocome o king. Ile
was then invested with the cnsigns of Rajaship, and the Raja
magde him o grant of Liugrim and some villages in ite vicinity.
One of the first nets of Adi Malla, on returning home, wag, we are
told, to install the goddess Dandeswari under the tree where the .
enakes had raised their hoods fo ehade him from the rays of the
sun. An opportunity for extending his emall domaing soon
occurred, when a neighbouring chief, Pratip Nariyan of Jothihir,
withheld the {ribute due to his suzerain, the Raji of L'adampur.
Adi Malla mlecaﬂfully waged war against him and annexed his
. territories, .
© Adi Malla reigned in Laugrém for 33 yoars and is known to
this day as the Bagdi Rdja, a designation which scems to show
that the district was them inbaliled by aboriginal racecs, overe
whom he establishod lis rule. Ho was eucceeded by bis son Jay
Malla, who invaded- Padampur and took the Raji’s fort, the
possession. of which in those days meant the government of the
country. To avoid eapture by the conqueror, tho Padampur royal
family perished in the waters of a tank, still in existenco, which is
known by the name of Kanfisayar. T ay Malla, baving extended
his dominions on all gides, removed the eapital to Bishoupur.
Of the kings who succeeded him at Bishnupur we have only
fragmentary acoounts, whieh serve, however, to show how steadily
the borders of their kingdom were extended. The fourth of the
line, Kalu Malla, defeated the neighbouring chief of Indds and
snnexed his territories ; the sixth, Kau Malla, conquered the king
of Kiketid; the seventh, Jhau Malls, overcame other neigh-
bouring princes ; and the eighth, 8iir Malla, subdued the IRaja of
Bagri (now & pargana in the noxth of Midnapore), A long list
of 40 kings then fgllows, but their reigns are harren in interest,
the chronicles merely recording the names of the ehieftaivs they
subjugated, "the Jidols they set up, and the teroples in whmh they

L
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enebrined the gods. All these kings were known by the title
- of Malla or Mallabaninath, f.s., the lords of Mallabhiim or
’ *  Mallabani; and the family records show them ns exercising full
- sovereignty within their domains and independent of allformgn
powers, With the :re:gn of the 49th R&ja, Dhair Hum'hxr, who is 2
3| gaid to have flourished in 993 B,S. (1586 A.D.)," wo hear for
i the first time of the ncknowledgment of the suzerainfy of the
" Muhammadan Viceroys of Bengal, to whom this prince paid an
annual tribute of Ra. 1,07,000, .
| With the reign of his successor, Bir Hambir, we enter on more Reiax o
: certain ground than that of tradition, for this ruler of a border Eum
| principality became involved in the atrugglﬂ between the Mughals
and Afghins, and is mentioned by the Mubammadan bistorians,
The Afghins had seized Orissa during the revolt of the Mughal
- troops, snd, under the commond of Kutlu Khan, had extended
5_ . their dominion over Midnapore and-Bishnupur, leaving the river
} = Damodar as the barrier between them and the Mughals (1582).*
Kutlu Khin was, however, forced fo fall back by the Mughal
general Khin Azam, and Bir Hambir threw in his lut with the
Mughals. He rendered them good servies in 1691, when the-
Viceroy, Man Singh, invaded Orissa. Kutlu Khin ndvannedt.u
meet Man Singh, sending forward a large force to Raipur; and
a Mughal force under Jagal Singh, the son of the Viceroy, was
detached fo check this movement. The Afghiing offered to treat,
but during the armistice treacherously delivered a night attack,
Jagat Singh had been warned by Bir Hambir of his danger, but,
having disregarded his advice, wes taken by surprise and forced
to abandon his camp. Bir Hambir rescued bim in his flight
and brought him safely to Bishnupur.t After this, Bir Ilambir.
appears to have remained loyal to the Mughals, and suffered for
his loyalty; for two years later, when the Afghfins again rose and
-he refused them any help, they ravaged his territory.f
Tradition eays. that Bir IT&mbir was as pious as he was
powerful, and was converted to Vaishnavism by Sriniviss. Two
Vaishnava works, the Prema-vilasa of Nityananda Dis (alias
Balaram Dis) and the Bhakti-ratnakara of Noarshari Chakraverti,
" relate that Srinivisa and other bhokias left Brindiban for Gaur
with a number. of Vaishnava manuscripts, but were robbed on
the way by Dir Hambir. This news killed the old Krishnadés
Kabiraj, author of the Chaitanya-Charitdmrita. But Srinivisa
bearded the king in bis den, and so moved him by reading the
* (0, Stewnrt, History of Bengal (1847), page 112.

t dkbarndma, Dowson's translation, Vol. VI, page 86,
1 8ir H, Elliot, History of India, Vol. V1.
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Bhagatata that he beoime a convert to Vaishnavism and gave
his preceptor rich endowments of Jand and money. Two j
Vaishnava songs are attributed to Bir Ilambir, the originals of . l
which are given in the Bhakli-ratnakara; and tradition says that o
he introduced the worship of “Madan Mohan in Bishnupur. 3
From these references it would appesr that the reign of Dir
Hambir £oll between 1591 and 1616,
Trisg- Bir Hambir is said to have been sucoeeded by Raghunith
Ty, * Singh, tho first of the line to nssume tho Kshattriya titlo of Bingh,
The Rajis of - Mallabbiim seorn now to have entered on their
palmiest days, if wo may judge by the exquisite momorials loft
by him and his descondants; and it is probably to this period that
we should rofer the story that Bishoupur was formerly the most
renowned oity in the world, more beautiful than the house of
Indra in heaven. The beautifully carved temples erecied by
them shew that the kings rullng in Binkurd were pions Hiundus;
but the family records also make it olear that, while they were .-
busy building temples, thess royal patrons of Hindu art and
religion had lost muoch of their independenne and had sunk<o the
. position of tributary princos, Even the title of Singh was, itis
gaid, conferred by the Nawib of Murshidabad. 'The story is that
Ttaghunith negleoted to pay his slipulated tribute and was carried
away prisoner to Murshidibid, There ome day he eaw oune
of the Nawab's horses, well known for its savage temper, being
taken by 16 soldiers to be washed in the river. The Raj& scoffed
gt the idea of so many men being requived for ome horse, and*
the Nuwab thereupon challeaged him to ride the horse himself,
This he did, and with the greafest ease rodo an incredible
distance in o short time, o journey of 8 days, it is said, being
finished within 9 hours, TPleased with bis skill and courage, the
Nawéb conferred on him the title of 8ingh, remitted the arrears of
tribute, and:allowed him to return to Blahnupnr The evidencs..
of inseription shews that Raghuuith Singh built the temples of
Bhyfimrai, Jor Bangla and Kalachand between 1643 and 1656.*
The next privce was Bir Singh, who is said to have built the
‘present fort, the site of which was indicated by a sign from heaven ;
for when out hawking he let loose his hawk on a heron sitting '
on the branch of a tree, aud saw the heron strike down the hawlk,
This seemed an auspicious sign, and he built the fort on the spot.
He also had the seven big lakes or tanks, called Lalbandh,

*The dates of these and other temples mentioned bolow are thow deduneed by

~ Dr. Bloch from the luscriptions on the Bishoupor temples. The earlicst templs

is that known s Hl.llllmr built,in 1682 A.D. [Report, Arch, Surv. Ind,
100804,
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Krishnabandb, Ganotitbandh, Jamunibindh, Kalindibandh, =
Bhyambandh, and Pokabindh excavated, and erected the temple
- of Lalji in 16584 while his queen Siromani or Chudamani
had the temples of Madan Gopél and Murali Mohan bailt in
1666. While besutifying the Town in this way, Bir Singh
took care to keep the subordinate chiefs in order; for, hearing
that Monirim Adhvarjya of Mulifird oppressed bis people, he
marched aguinst him, and defeated lim in a bloedy baitle.
Another slory about this king does not shew him in such a -+
. favourable light, for it is said that bhe ordered all his sons,
eighteen in number, to be walled up alive. The youngest,
Durjan Bingh, alone escaped, being kept'in hiding by the
servants, The end of the Raji wns & miserable ome, for he
committed suicide in horror and remorse in killing a Ikihman
boy. He was succeeded by Durjan Singh, the builder of the
Madan Moban temple (1694); and sfter him the principality
., was held by Raghunath Singh, who succeeded in overrunning the
Ohetebarda (or Chhotabards) estate in Midnapore for the Muham-
madane, who, it is said, bad not been able to conquer it
themselves and therefore sought-the nssistance of the Raja. .
It seems olear from the family records that though the yimus.

" Bishnupur Rajas still ocontinued to pay tribute, they .were Tions
independent within their own kingdom and that the Muliam- ooy er®
madans did not interfere with the intermal administration, Mavaws, °
This claim is confirmed by the Muhammadan historians them-
welves, who say that when Murshid Kuli Khan, the Nawib
of Bengal, proceeded to introduce s more centralized form of
government in 1707-08, only two persons were exempted from
his despotic regulations —the chieftains of Birbhiim and Bankuri,
The latter, it is expressly stated, * owed his seourity to the nature
of his territory, which was full of woods and adjoined the.
mountains of Jharkhaid, whither, upon any invasion, he retired
to places inaoccessible to his pursuers and harassed them severely,
in their retreat.”” The country was also unproduciive, and the
expenses of collectivn would have ezceeded the amount of the
revenue. *‘These two zamindfrs, therefore, having refused the
snmmons to attend at the court of Murshidibad, were permitted

Ehy to remain on their own estates on condition of regularly remitting

& their assessment (hrough pn agent stetionel at Murshidabad.*

i The status of the Raja of Bishnupur was thus practically acknow-

' ledged as that of a ftributary prince, exempted from persomal
attendance at the court at Murshidabid and vepresenfed there
by a Resident.

&

# Stewnrt's History of Bengal,




MiBATHA
RAIDS,

98 . . iamxiin:l.

The end of the 17th century left the Bishoupur Rajiis.ab
the summit of their fortunes, Their territory lay beyond the
direct control of the Mubammadan power, and as frontier chiefs
they were of 8o much importonce as wardens of the marches, that

. the Viceroys of Bengal treated fhiom as allies rather than subjects.

The Gret. half of the 18th century witnessed the beginning
of the downfall of tho houss. Their power suffered from the
aggrossions of tho Mahfr@ja of Durdwan, who seized the Fatehpur
Mahil, and from the invasions of the Mardithis, who laid waste
their country. Nor wero the R&jis who now ruled over Malla-
bhiim fit to cope with thoir diffiulties. Gopil Singh, who, we
know from official records, held the Raj between 1730 and 1746,
was a pious prince, whose memory is held in veneration to this
day by the people of Bishnupur. It was oharacteristic of this
Raja that he iesued an edict ihat all the people of Mallabhiim
ghould count their besads and repeat the name of god (Harindm)
every evening at sunset ; this evening prayer is still known
as Gopal Singhor begar, But. his religious zenl was not supported
by military prowess. During bis reign the Marithas under
Bhaskar Rfo appeared before the southern gate of Bishnupur,
and after the troops had made a spirited sally, Gopil Bingh
retrented inside the fort and ordered both soldievs and citizens
to join in prayers to the god of his family to eave the oity, This
prayer was heard, and, legend relates, the guns were fired without
human assistance hy the god Madan Mohan. The truth probably
is that the Marithi cavalry were unable to pierce the strong
fortifieations and refired, leaving the LRaja's laﬂea to plunder
their abandoned camp,

Baflled in their attempt to scize the fort and pillage the
treasury, the Marithas harried the less protected parts of the
country. Their ravages have been graphically described in the
Riyasu-s-Salgtin :—* Backing the villages and towns of the
surrounding tracts, and engaging in slaughter and captures,
they set fire to granaries, and spared no vestige of fertility,
And when the stores and granaries of Burdwin were exhsusted,
and the supply of imported graine was also completely cut off,
to avert death by starvation, human beings ate plantain roots,
whilst animals were fed on the leaves of trees. KEven these
gradually ceased to be available. [JFor breakfast and supper,
nothing except the disc of the sun and the moon feasted their eyes.
The whole tract from Akbarnagar (Iidjmahil) to Midnapore and
Jaleswar (Jalasore) come into the posséesion of the Morathas,
Those murderous free-booters drowned in the rivers a large number
‘of the people, after cutting off {heir ears, noses and hands.
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Tying sacks of dirt to the miouths of others, they mangled
and burnt them with indeseribable tortures,””* :
* " This encounter with the Marathais should probably be rof
to the year 1742, when the first Maratha invasion of Bengal took
place. Defeated at Katwa, Bhiskar Rio retreated to the passes
of Panchet, but having lost his way in tho hilly forest-clad traets,
he came back to the jungles of Bishnupur, and thence made good
his rofreat to Chandrakend and emerged in the open country
round Midnapore.t This was not the last appearance of the
Marathis ot Bishnupur, for in 1760 they made it their hend-
quarters during the invasion of 8hih Alam. Proclaiming that
he intended to support the cause of the Emperor, Sheobhat, a
Maratha chief who appears to have been ever ready to take
advantage of any troubles in Bengal, suddenly advanced to
Midnapore, made himself master of the country and pushed
forwnrd a detachment to Bishnupnr, from which he threatened
Burdwiin. The Emperor marched south towards Murshidabad,
while Sheobhat came with the main body of Marithas to
Bishnupur. Meanwhile, the Nawab, Mir Jafar Khan, having
advanced towards Burdwiin, effected a junction with a British
force under Major Cailland, The advance of the latter appears
to have upset Bhih Alam’s plans. Instead of foreing his way to
_ Murghidabad, he drew off his troops, set fire fo his cemp, and
retired with his Maratha allies to Bishnnpur, where the English,
having no cavalry and receiving no eupport from that of the
Nawib, were unable to follow him.  Thence the Emperor marched
off with Sheobhat to Patha, after receiving the homage of the
Raja of Bishnupur, A small force was left at Bishnupur,-but at
the close of the year was cleared out by an English force.}
- The effect of the Maritha raids has been graphically
deseribed by Sir William Hunter in the Stafistical Aecount of
Burdwdn :—* Year after year the inexhaustible Marathi horse
overflowed upon the border. Under the Mubammadan system,
a family was secure in proportion as it was near the frontier and
distant from Court; but now eafety could be found only in the
heart of the Province. The Marathds fell with their heaviest
weight upon the border principalities of Birbhiim and Bislinupur,
Tribute, free quarters, forced services, exactions of a hundred sorts,
reduced the once powerful frontier houses to poverty; and their
tenantry fled from & country in which the peasant had become a
mere machine for growing food for the soldier. Burdwén not only

* Riydzu-g-Saldtin, Translation by ManlsT Abdus Salim, Celeutta, 1804,
% Sair-nl MuiGkbarin, Baymond's trovelation, .
§ Broome's History of the Rise and Progress of the Bengal Avmy.-
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lay further inland, but its marshy and river-intersected surface

afforded a less temphing field for cavalry, and a better shelter for
the people. The Marathas spent their enorgy in plundering the
intervening frontier tracts of Birbhiim and Bishnupur, where the
dry soil and fine undulating surfaco afforded procisely the riding
ground which their cavalry loved. There they could harry the
villages exhaustively, and in detail, by means of small parties.”

INTRRNAL b R&ja of Dishnupur at this time was Cheitanya Bingh, who

¥EODLE

shares with Groptil Singh the fond memories of the poople; for he
was also a pions ruler and made large grants to Brahmans, so
much go that, if o Br&hman in the Xaj had no rent-froe grant, it
was open to quaalmn whother he was o true Brihman, Dut the
religious and retiring disposition of Chaitanys Singh made him
unfit to deal with the tfroubles which now arose. He was
indifferent to hie public duties, spent his time in religious
disoussion and moeditation, and entrusted the direction of Btate
affairs to his favourite minister, Klamsl Biswis, better known
by the proud tifle of Chhatrapati. This minister became the

- renl ruler of Mallabhiim, and Diamodar Singh, a cousin of

the Riji aud the head of a junior branch of the houso, took
advantage of his unpopularity to advance claims to the Raj. Ie
vepaired to the Nawib's court at Murshidibad and succeeded in
obtaining a strong force from Sirfij-ud-daula with which to
establish his olaims, This foree mt with an ignominious defeat
at Sanghatgold in the north of Mallabbiim, and Damodar
Bingh narrowly escaped with his life. On  his return, he found
Mir Jafar Khdn set ap in the place of his old patron Sirdj-ud-
daula; but the new Nawib waos no less favourable to his cause
and fornished him with a stronger force. He then advanced
sautiously by stealthy marches and overcoming a feeble resistance
on the way, surprised the Bishnupur fort at the dead of mnight.
Ohaitanya Simgh made good his esoape with the family idol of
Madan Mohan and wandered from place to place till he reached
Caloutta. “hara, it is said, he pawned the idol to Gokul Mitra
of Bigh Bazar in order to purchase the nid of Diwin Gangh
Gobind Singh.” Through the intercession of the latter, he
sunoceeded in being reinstated by the British,

" % According to another nceount, Gokul Mitra bought the celebrated imnge
tf Mudan Moban from the MahRr&jR of Bishnupur, paying hn thres lakhe of
ripoes, and built a temple for it, the tasteful and costly architectoro of whileh
his oxcited the admiration of experts In Hindu nrt. A host of wmen were
amployed in the servics of this deity—worslippers to porforin the daily sorvice,
florinta to supply fowers and to steing gavlands, priests to rocito tho sncred books,
songebers to sing hymne, and other mon and women boo numerous, to meptiom,
[The Natiznal Magasine, p, 808, Octobor 1008,] .
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. Bankurd was ceded to the British with the rest of the
Burdwin chakld in 1760. The early days of their rule were
troubled ones; and we find Mr. Grant in his Fiew of the
Revenues of Benyal (1788) referring to Bankurdi as “a district
celebrated by modern speculative historians for the primitive
inoffensive manners of its inhabitants under an Ulopian system
of internnl administration, and distinguished in Bengal as a nest
of thieves.” The country was impoverished by the raids of the
Mariithas, and in 1770 it was desolated by famine. A large
portion of the populstion was swept away; lands fell out of
cultivation ; distress and deslitution drove the people to acts of
lawlessness und violence, in which dishandsd soldiers lent a willing
hand. The old Réji of Bishnupur had no power to control thess
elements of disorder, e had been reduced from the position of
& tributary prince to that of o mere zamindir, and being unable to
eollect his rents and pay his revenuo, had been thrown into prison.
The state of affaira was as bad, if not worse, in Birbhiim to the
north, and there was no officer on the spot to restors order, both
tracts being governed from Murshidibad, In 1785 we find the
Colleotor of Murshidabid begging for troops to be sent against
the banditti who were overrunning this outlying portion of
his® distriet, and his representations had some elfect. It was
realized that the anarchy prevailing demanded the presence of a

ﬂ'llIK
ADMINIE-
TRATION,

responsible officer; and in 1786"Mr, Foley was placed inecharge of -

Birbhiim and Mr, Pye in charge of Bishnupur. Next. year Lord
CUornwallis determined to unife Birbhim and Bishnupur into a
cempack British district ; and in March 1787 a notification was
igsued in the Culewtta {?am.'a to the effect that Mr. Pye was
¢ gonfirmed Collector of Bishenpore in addition to Beerbhoom
heretofore superintended by G. B. Folsy, Haq.” His tenure of
office was brief, for he left the district in April 1787; bubt even

in this short time some towns in Bishnupur wew sacked by .

banditti, His- encceseor wae My, Bherburne, during whose
administration of a year and a half the headquarters of the united
district were transferred from Bishnupur to Suri in Birbhiim.
Bhort, however, as was his term of office, * the two frontier princi-

ities had passed from the condition of military fiefs into that
of & regular British district administered by a Collector - and
covenanted assistants, defended by the Company's troops, studded
with fortified factories, intersected by a new military road, aml
possessing daily communioation with the seat of government in
Caleutta.””*

- # Huver's Anpals of Rural Bengal,
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Early in Novembor 1788 Mr. Sherburne was removed under
suspicion of corrupt dealings, and affer a short interregnum
Mr, Christopher Kenting nssumed charge of the united district.
Of his administration S8ir William Hunter has left a picturesque
secount in the Annals of Rural Bengal. “Mr. Keating, the
first Collector whose records survive, had not enjoyed his appoint-
mont two months beforo he found himself compelled to oall out
the troops against a band of maranders five hundred strong, who
had made o descent on a market town within two hours’ ride from
the English capital, and murdered or frightened away the
inhabitants of botween thirty and forty villages, A fow wooks
later (February 1789), the hillmen broke through tho cordon of
eutposté en masee, and spread their depredations thronghout the
interior villnges of the district. I’anio and bloodshed reigned ;
the outposts were hastily recalled from the frontier passes; and
“on the 21st of February 1780, we find Mr. Keating levying a
militia to act with the regulars against the banditti who were
sacking the country towne ‘in parties of three and four hundred
men, well found in arms’ . ..

“The disorders in Bishnupur wounld, in any less tronbled time,
have been called rebellion, The Raja had been imprisoned for
arrears of the Jand-tax; the head sssistant to the Collector, My,
Hesilrige, was in charge of his estates, and the inhabitants made
pommon wause with the banditi to oppose the Government.
In June 1789, a detachment was hurried out to support the
oivil power; oight days afterwards o reinforcement followed, too
late however to esave the chief manufacturing town in the
distriot from being sacked in open day-light.® Next month
Mr. Keating reported to Governmait that the maranders having
arossed the Ajai in a large party armed with elwdrs (swords)
and matohlocks had established themselves in Birbhiim, and that
their reduction would simply be a question of military foree.

* ¢ Tha rainy season, however, came to the aid of the anthorities.
The plunderers laden with spoil, and leaving o sufficient foroe
to hold Bishnupur as & basis for their operations in the next cold
weather, retreated fo their strongholds; and Mr. Keating took
advantage of the lull to devise & more elaborate system for warding
fhe frontier. e represented to Liord Cornwallis, then Governor-
(General, that  the existing military force was insufficient to
hold the distriot ; that the contingents furnished by the heredi-
tary wardens of the marches were undiseiplined, faint-hearted,
more disposed to act with the plunderers tham ageinst them ; and
that to secure peace to the lowlands, it was absolutely neccssary to

'IBEEHIEI' on tho Ajai in Birbhim,
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station a guard of picked soldiers from the regular army at each
of the passes. A nucleus would thus be formed round which
the irregular troops might gather. By roturn of post, came back
an answer ‘ that the Commander-in-Chief has been requested to
detach’ 4 sufficient force which the Collector ‘will station af the
different ghdfs (passes), through which the dacoils generally make
their invoads in the low country.,’ In November, the six most
important passes were oceupied, a detachment was stationed in
Bishnupur, another ocoupied the- chief mannfacturing town on .
the Ajai (the one that had heen sacked the previous summer), to
prevent the banditti from orossing the river. The Ajai divides
the united distriet into two parts, DBishnupur on the south,
Birbhiim on the north; and thess measures, while they restored
comparative quiet to the former, left the latter defenceless.

¢ Mr. Keating's position was & diffioult one. He lad to guard
Bishnupur on the south of the Ajai, Birbhiim on the north, and
above all, the passes along the western frontier. Birbhiim, as the
headquarters of the English power, was of the first importence ;
bat if he called in the troops from Bishnupur, the ocalamities of
the preceding year would be repeated; and if he withdrew the
outposts from the western passes, the entire district, north and
gouth, would be at the merey of the hillmen, He dauidad that
it was better to let the maranders. riot for a time on the south of
the Ajai, than fo open up his entire frontier, An expréss sum-
moned the detachments from Bishnupur by forced marches to
the resoue of Birbhiim; but no sooner had they crossed the
river than  tidings came that Bishnupur was itself in the hands
of . insurgents assembled in number nearly one thousand.
. - “The rebellion spread into adjoining jurisdictions, and the.
Oollectors on the south bitterly reproached Mr. Keating with
having sacrificed the peace of many distriots for the sake of main-
taining intact (he outposts along the fromtier of his own. The
miofe strictly these passes were guarded, the greater £he number of
marauders who flocked by a circuitous route into the unprotected
country on the south of the Ajai., Their outrages passed all
bounds ; the approaching rains, by suspending military operations,
threatened to leave them in possession of Bishnupur for several
months ; till at last the pedsantry, wishing for death rather than
life, rose against the oppressors whom they had a year ago
weloomed as allies, and the evil began to work its own cure, -
The marauders of Bishnupur underwent the fate of the Abyssinian
slave troops in Bengal thres hundred years before, being shut out
of the walled cities, decoyed into the woods by twos and threes,
get upon by bands of infurinted peasants, and ignobly beaten to

b
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death by clube. In mid-summer 1790 Mr. Keating ordered the
genior captain ‘to station a military guard with an officer at
Bishenpore, whoso sole business I propose to be that of- receiving
nll thieves and dnooits that ghall be sent in.” "

At this time, we learn from Mr. Graut’s Adnalysis of the
Tinances of Bengal (written in 1787), the people of Bishnupur
were known as Clugrs or robbers, but were balieved to have lived
in a state of pristine innocenco. e describes them as being
“ ghiefly of the tribe of Chunrs or robbers, of a swarthy black,
like the neighbouring mountaineers on the north and west sap-
posed to be the aborigines of the country ; and though now for the
most part received as converts to the blood-abhorring established
system of Ilindoo faith, are classed among those who continne
to follow the savage custom of offering human sacrifices to their
Bowanny or female deity named Kally, Mr. Holwell, and sftor
him, the Abbé Reynal, drew so flattering a picture of the simpli-
city, pure manners, regular and equitable government which
prevailed among the inhabitants of this litile canfon until within
these few yenrs past, that the latter writer could not but entertain
doubts himself of the existence of a state which seemed to realize the
fable of the golden age. Nor are we to be surprised that the
Chuars of Bishenpour, under the influence of so mild a religion as
the Bramin, should respect the rules of hospitality among them-
selves, obsorve good faith with strangers, who solicit and pay for
personal protection in passing through their country, or show the
mogt profound veneration for their despotic chief, by yielding
implicit obedience to Lis civil oxdinances, For it is only in respect
to the inhabitants of neighbouring Btates, or as acting from a
principle of necassity to gratify natural wants, always so slender
in Hindostan, that such people can truly merit the epithets of
savage or robber, with whioh they have been and are still usnally
distinguished.”

With this happy state of affairs My, Ghrout compared in
bitter terms * the tyranny of forcing men in habits of slavery
to receive the partial blessings of freedom, though to them
the greatest ocurse, ns necessarily degemerating in an ungrate-
ful ecil to the wildest licentionsness and snarchy.” His views
on the native revenue collectors wers equally strong; for, he
wrote in his account of Bishaupur, “ the trus, effective, absolute
- gway over the persons and property of the people at large
is committed, against all the principles of humanity, reason,
law, policy and justice, to the charge of a small junto of native
collectors, mistaken for princes and hereditary propriotors of lands,
the most berbarously ignorant and depraved of their species, being
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as tyrannically oppressive to their inferiors, forming the great
mass of useful subjects to the State, as they are themselves abject
slaves to superior suthority, especially when employed in the
basest cchemes of corruption or merciless depredation on the
private property of individuals, unprotected and ineapable of
making any hostile resistance.” It would appear that Mr. Grant
preferred the old Hindu system of administration by means of
hereditary leaders of the people, for elsewhere he wrote regarding
the Raja of Bishnupur:—*In truth, the possessor of this little

* distriet had pretensions of hantahle jurisdiction or teritorial

rights, with the exception of two or three other mdm.dmla in
the same predicament, infinitely superior to any in Bengal, and
known by the ordinary appellation of semindar. It seems only
unfortunate, though I do not deny the expediency of the measure,
that the strong hand of British power hath almost exclusively
been exerted in reducing to the common level thess who could
pride themselves on some real pre-eminence of birth or indepen-
dence, while such as had none to boust of have been negligently
guffered presumptuously to raise their heads above the standard
of regal control and beyond law, vight, equity, or poliey.”’*

The Raja of Bishnupur, reduced to the state of an ordinary
zuminﬂir was soon to lose what veatiges of former greatuess he
still retained. Already impoverished by the Maraths raids, the
resources of the family were still further reduced by the f,nmma of
1770, during which more than half of ils estates relnpaed into

jungle. The earlier years of British administration intensified

rather than rolieved its diffiulties. The Rijas insisted upon
maintaining a military force which was no longer required under
English rula, and for the support of which their revenues were
nltngether inadequate. The now system protected them from
Maritha raids and Muhammadan oppression, but, on the other
hand, it sternly put down their own irregular anntmnn from the
peasantry, enforced the punmetual payment of land revenue, and
roalized arrears by sale of the hereditary estates. The Bishnupur
family never recovered from the indigence to which it had been
reduced by the famine of 1770, and its ruin was completed by
family disputes, ocostly [1t:gutmn, and a crushing revenue, Ag
stated above, Dimodar Singh had driven out Chaitanya Bmgh
and pnmﬂ himself of the estate, but a military force sent hy
(Government rostored the fugitive. Afterwards, Damodar Singh

+was deolared to be entitled to half of the R&j by the decision of an

officer resident at Murshidabad ; but the Raja appealed to the

© * Fith Report from the Seloct Committeo on tho Aftairs’of the st Tudia
Company. i K
p2
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‘Governor-Greneral, and in 1787 had a decres given in his
favour, confirming him in possession and deolaring Damodar
Bingh to be entitled only to maintenance. This deocree was
dated 1787, but in 1791 a new decision was notified by which
- the ostato was again divided between the-contending partics.
Ruinous litigation onsned, snd eventually a compromise was
effected by which the Raja secured the bulk of the property.*

But, in the meantime, the Raja had still further involved him-
self by engaging at the decennial seltlement for the payment of
a revenue of 4 lakhs of sicon rupees, a sum which ho was utterly
unable to pay., Between 1780 and 1745 the R&ja had paid to
the Muhammadan @overnment a revenue of Rs, 1,290,808, sand
this was reduced in consideration of the Maritha devastations to
Rs. 1,11,803. In 1759 it had been raized again to its former
standard, and in 1767 had been increased to Rs. 1,61,044. We
next find that in 1772 “under the auspices of a British Super-
visor, the constitutional mode of settlement, by a regular hastabud,
seems to have been adopted with considerable advantage in point
of income, notwithstanding the ravages of the famine; and in
1773, the highest complete valuation of the whole terrifory,
capable of realization, appears to have been nscertained thus pro-
grossively, and then fixed in gross at sicea rupees 4,61,750."t

Before the decennial settlement of 1790, a special commission
enquired into the assets of the country, the result, according to the
Qolleotor of Burdwiin, being that “ many advantages enjoyed, .if
is said, from time immemorial, either as appendages to the state of
the ancient Rajas or connived at by the Muhammadan Governe
ment, were abolished, or resumed ns inconsistent with the defini-
tion established of proprietary right; end the gross nssets of the
country being rated at about sicea rupees 4,60,259, the proprietors
were adjudged entitled to one-eleventh part only of the met
estimated collections, But under the khds colleotions of that year,
the country yielded much less than the estimated produce, viz.,
-only sicea rupees 4,090,000, At this conjuncture, Chaitanya
Singh being called upon or make his decennial settlement,
engaged for a net jamd of siccn rupees 4,00,000, being fearful that
“his adversary Damodar Singh might supersede him with an offer
-of that amount; but falling in arrears at the end of the year,

# Acoording to Bir Willlam Honfer, the Judge who decided one of these
suits was “an logenvoos stripling of ninotern, with whom ‘equity and good confels
ence’ ware supposed to make up for the want of o legal truining sud o total Ignorance
of the law,” (dnnals of Enral Bengal.) .

% Fifth Report from the Soloct Cowmitteo on tfe Affairs of the Enst Indla
Company.  * :
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more than half the zemindari was sold to realize the balance,
and thereby his adversary, who in the interim had been declared
entitled to half the estate, was equally involved.”* :

The costly litigation in which they were engaged comple
the ruin of the family, and eventually in 1806 the estate was sold
for arrears of land revenue and bought up by the Mahiraja of
Burdwén, Their estates thus lost, the family were dependent
upon small pensions granted by Government and upon what
little debottar property theyhad. Theirdescendants, who live ab
Bishnupur, Jamkunds, Indas and Kuchiakol, are now in reduced
circumstances; but they retain a strong hold on the affections of
the people, and it is not forgotten that their sncestors were the
rulers of the land,t ' ol

Bankurfi continued to form one distriet with Birbhim until
1793, when it was transferred to the Burdwiin Collectorate. An
idea of the duties devolving on the District Officer may be
gathered from Bir ‘William Hunter's account in the Aunals of
Rural Bengal. “Mr. Ohristopher Keating, as Collector, Magis-
trate, and Qivil Judge, ruled with an ahbsolute sway over 7,500
square miles, and made his policy felt by the hill tribes many
a day's march beyond his frontier. The district naturally
divided itself into two parts—the Ré&ja of Birbhiim's terri-
tory on-the north of the Ajai and the Raj& of Bishnupur's
on the south. Mr. Keating directed the movements of the
troops, received the remt of the oultivators, decided civil suits,
purveyed . for military detachments passing through his ~dis.
triot, inflicted punishment on petty offenders, sent heinous ones
in chains to the Muhammadan law officer, and aoted as cashier to
& great commercial company. It would be unreasonable to look
for perfect finish in walls whose buildars held the plummet
in one hand and the sword in the other : and if the administration
of such men as Mr. Keating was effective on the whole, it is as
much as an after generation, which works at greater leisure and
with more complete machinery, has a right to expect.” :

In the. last two years of the 18th oentury the south-west of Tae
the district, which is now comprised in the Raipur thina, was id f:::;
a very disturbed state in consequence of what is known as the zrow.
Chuar yebellion. In May 1798 it was found necessary to send a
party-of sepoys to keep the peace in this tract. Next month g
body of 1,500 Chuars made their appearance at Raipur, set fire to
the bazar and kachalsrs, and overran the place. Rﬂin.furmmﬂnig

® Fifth Beport from the Seleck Cummitba‘a_un the Affairs of the Esst Indis

Qompany. . S
t Bee also the article on Bishnupur in Chapter X1V, “ kg
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* were gent up under a native commissioned officer, but were beaten

‘Tewaie
Mainars,

back by the banditti; and a company of sepoys was then detached
under an European officer. But the zamindirs would neither
supply them with provisions nor give information regarding the
Ohuars, to whom they gave shelter in their mud forts. Nob
unnaturally, complaints were made that the sepoys eent to ropel
the Oluars plundered the ryots; and after some limo the force
returned to Midnapore. The principal leader of the rebols
appears to have been one Durjan Singh, the ex-zamindar -of
Raipur, who had at ono time a following of 1,500 men, with
whom he raided the country, effectuslly preventing the purchaser
from gaining possession of tho estate. e was apparently onco
captured after he had altacked, plundered and bumt some 30
villnges; but when he was put on frial, he had to be released
because no one dared to appear againet him. He resumed his
merauding career and was a prominent figure in the disturbances

of 1799,

In that year we find that parganes Ambikénagar and Supur
were also overrun by the Chuars, and the Collector reported that
the ocountry could not be effectually protected from their
incursions till o complete change was made in the police system.
The darogas with o few attendants could not make any resistance
againgt the serdars or leaders of the Chuars, who lived in
remote and almost inaccessible places, and were sure to make
their appearance whenever the country in their neighbourhood
was unprotected, and to commit all sorts of depredations. All
they could possibly do was to send intelligence to the Magistrate,
and a detachment of sepoys wae then generally deputed, with
Wwhom the Ohuars never ventured to engage. The result was that
in the course of a fortnight the troops were recalled, leaving the
country worse than before,®

At this time Bankura appears to have heen known as part of
the Jungle Mahals, n vague term applied in the 18th century to the
British possdssions and some dependent chiefdoms lying between

. Birbhiim, Bankurd, Midoapore and the hilly country of Chots

Nagpur. As the system of administration was not precise,
inconvenience was caused by the vagueness of the juriedietion
in thess traocts ; and in 1805 a regulation (Regulation XVIII of
1805) was passed, by which the districts oalled the Jungle
Mahils, situated in the zilgs of Birbhiim, Burdwin and Midnapore,
were separated from the jurisdietion of the Magistrates of those

% This sceount hns been compiled from The Chuar Rebellion qf.;{'b‘pﬂ, by
Mr, J, C. Price (Celoutts, d874). : : B
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zilds, and placed under the jurisdiction of an officer called the
Magistrate of the Jungle Mahils, The distriol thus formed was
composed of 23 parganas and mahdls, of which fifteen, including
Panchet, were transforred from Birbhiim; three were transferred
from Burdwén, viz., Benpahdri, Bhergarh and Bishnupur, except-
ing the police circle of Kotalpur, and the contiguous pargane of
Balsi, which remained under the juriedidtion of the Magistrate
of Burdwin ; and five were transferred from Midnapore, viz.,
Ohhtitnd, Baribhiim, Manbhiim, Supur, Ambikinagar, Simlapél
and Bhaldidihd. It was further provided that the half-yearly jail
deliveries for the Jungle Maha&ls should be holden by one of the
Judges of the Court of Cirouit for the Division of Caloutta, and
that the Jungle Mahals should continue subject in all matters of
civil cognizance to the courts of Diwdni Adalat for the respective
gilas to which they had hitherto been attached. _
Some interesting details of the district ae thus constituted are
given in o register of “The established offices, places and
employments appertaining to the Civil Departments under the
Bengal Government on the part of the Hon'ble the United Com-
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies” for
1818, The Judge and Magistrate of the Jungle Malils =ila was
Alexander Broere Todd, drawing pay of Rs.- 2,383, who was
assisted by a Registrar, Thomas Pakenham, on Ns. 500 and an
Assistant Surgeon on Its. 800, The headquarters were af Bankura,
and there were soven thinas transferred from DBurdwin and two
from Midnapore, viz, Chhitnd and Bara Sarengi. -The annual
cost of judicial establishment was Re. 7,347, including police and
contingendies ; and we find entries of Rs. 11,160 payable to the
zamindfr of Bishnupur and his family, and of Rs. 476 peid as
allowances fo 19 zaminddrs employed to act as police officers in
Panchet (deseribed as lately under the Birbhiim Magistrate), The
rovenue administration of the distriot was supervised by the
Burdwan Collector, but wes under the direct control of Mr.
Pakenham, who is described as ex-oficio Assistant- stationed af
Bankurs, drawing pay of Rs, 200 a month
_ In the same registor we find entries showing that Bankurs
played an important part in the commercial department of the
East India Company. Sondmukhi was a head factory with 31
subordinate aurungs, among which were Surul and Ilimbazar
in Birbhiim and Patrasiyar in this distriet. Thers were also
sugar establishments at Sonfmukhy, Bishnupur and Patrasiyar,
besides a large sugar factory at Surul. All these commercial
establishments were under the control of John Cheap, who is
entered as Resident of the head factory of Sonimukhi, the' date
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of -his appointment being shown as December 1797, ‘while his
galary is shown as Rs. 500, besides house rent of Rs. 120 and
commission, which in 1812-13 amounted to Rs. 2,493. This
appears to be the John Cheap known as *“ Cheap the Magnificent,”
whom 8ir William Hunter has done g0 much to immortalize in
the Rural Annals of Bengal, * The whole industrial classos were
in his pay, and in his person Government appeared in its most
benign aspect. A long unpaid retinue followed him from one
faotory to another, and as the procession defiled throughout the
hamlets, mothers held aloft their children to eatoh a sight of
his palanquin, while the elders bowed low before the providence
from whom they derived their daily bread. Happy was the
infant on whom his shadow fell|” Trade apparently flonrished,
and fhe change from the lawless state of affairs which prevailed a
generation before is apparent from the fact that in an article
on the Jungle Mahals in Hamilton’s Hindostan (1820) it is
stated that * the name of this distriot implies a waste territory in
a backward stage of civilization, yet it appears from the report
of the Oirouit Judge in 1815 that no instances of gang robbery
had ooourred during the six previous months.”

Bankurd continued to form part of the Jungle Mahals till
1833, when it was separated on account of the disturbances which
took place in 1832 in the west of the distriet. These disturb-
ances were caused by sn outbroak of the Bhumijes of the Jungle
Mahals, who enjoyed the nickname of Chuars or robbers and had
long been the terror of the swrrounding districts, They were
ready to rige at the slightest provecation, whether to support =
turbulent chief ambitious of obfaining power to which he was
1ot entitled, or to oppose Government in a polioy of which they
digapproved. The rising of 1832 was due to a disputed sucoession
in Baribhiim, an estate claimed by Gtangs Nariyan. Aggrieved
at the decision of the courts, Gangd Nariyan raised the standard
of rebellion, and the Bhumijes of Barabhiim and the adjoining
estates rose in pupport of him. The officials and police fell back
to Burdwin, and for some time Gangd Narfiyan had the whole
country at this meroy, sacking every place worth plundering. At
last & strong force was collected, and military operations against
the insurgents commenced. They were soon driven to take refuge
in the hills, but, being pressed there also, Gangl Nariyan fled
to Singhbhiim, where he died. This rising is still Jnown locally
ps the Gangd Narayani Héangamd, .

Asa result of these disturbances, o change of administration
was determined upon; and by Regulation XIIL of 1833 the
district of the Jungle Mahéls was broken up. The court of the
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Diwdni Adalat of the Jungle Mahils was abolished; the catates

of Senpshfiri, Shergarh and Bishnupur were transferred to
Burdwan, and the remainder, with the estate of Dhalbhiim, which

was detached from Midnapore, were formed into the present
district of Manbhiim. At the same time, the country was
withdrawn from the regular system of administration and placed

under an officer called the Prineipsl Assistant to the Agent to

the Governor-General for the South-West Frontier. The effect

of this measure was that practically the whole of the west of the

prosent district of Bankord wes included within Manbhiim; and

a map of 1844 shews the emstern boundary of the South-West -
Frontier Agenoy ss extending close to Bankurd town. The . .:
remainder of the district as now consfituted was formed into .-z
s district, known as West Burdwin, in 1835-86, The latter

had its headquarters at Bankurd, and extended ss far cost as
Kotalpur, while to the west, Ohhatna, Supur, and ﬁ.mhukina.gnr

formed part of the South-West Frontier Agency.

The subsequent history of Bankard presents little of interest. Mutiny
During the Mutiny the district remained tranquil and free from°f 187
disturbance. There was for some time much apprehension
regarding the Sheikhawati Battalion, of which a detachment was
stationed at Bankuré, an unensiness increased by the vieinity of
Oliots Nagpur, where the main body was, and by a fear of an
outbrenk amongst the Ciwars and Santals inhabiting the country
about Bankurd., The distrast of the Battalion appears, howaver,
to have passed away gradually; and in Ooctober, when there was
again some fear of an oufbreak among the Santals, s wing was
gladly weloomed af Binkurd and served to allay the anxiety
that was felt, Towards the end of October confidence was so far
restored that the Magistrate at Binkurd proposed to dismiss an
extra establishment of darkanddzes which he had been allowad tu
entertain,

The only other matter calling for mention is the formation of Fomus. *
the district. At the time of the Muliny, Bankurd included nnly by
the eastern half of the present district. The town of Binkurg w
on its extreme western boundary, and the western half, moludmg '
nearly all the country to the west of the Bankuri-Riniganj road
and the Bankurd-Khatrd road, belonged to Manbhim, Subse-
quently, numerous changes in the jurisdiction of the district took
place, which need not be partioularized ; and it will be sufficient
to state that in 1872 the parganas of Bonfmulkhi, Indds, Kotalpur,
Shergarh and Senpabiiri on tho east, were transferred to Burdwan,
while on the west the police cirole of Chhiitnd was separated from
Manbhim and added to Bankurd. In 1877, when the Stafistical
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Account of Bengal was published, the district, as then constituted,
contained an area of only 1,346 square miles; but in Qctober 1879,
the thanas of Khatrd and Raeipur and the Simlapal outpost,
corresponding with parganas Bupur, Ambikénagar, Raipur, Sy&m-
sundarpur, Phulkusma, Simlapal and Bhalaidiha, wore transferred
from the Manbhiim distriet, and thinas Sonfmukhi, Xotalpur
and Indfs were re-transferred from the Burdwfn distriet. The
district thus aoquired its presont dimensions. The Distriet Judge-
ship, however, was still known ns West Burdwiin, and it was not
till 1881 that it was given the name of Bankuri,

“From an historical point of view,” writes Dr. DBloch,
“ perhaps the most curious fact in connection with the Malla Rijiis
of Bishnupur is that they used a separate era of their own, called
Malla saka in the inseriptions, I have not found any informa-
tion about this era cither in DPrinssp’s Useful Tables or in
Ounningham’s Book of Indian Eras. In one only of the temple
ingoriptions the equivalent of Malla sake 1064 is given assaka
1670, and thus the difference between the Malla era and the
Bengali sal appears to be exactly 100 years. I suspect that
the Malla year in other respects entirely followed the fasli year
of Bengal, and the Rajis of Bishnupur, out of vain glory,
nierely reduced tho Iengali year by one hundred in order to
establish & special era of their own, But this conjecture romeins
to be verified.”*
. According to loeal reports, tho Malla era, which also went by
the name of Mallabdah and is locally known as the Bishnupur cra,
dates back to the establishment of the Raj by Adi Malla, snd
the difference between it and the DBengali ern is 101 years, i.e,
the first year of the Malla exa is 101 of the Dengali era. It is
employed in all the twelve temple inscriptions that still remain
at Bishnupur, and also in the title deeds of the Raj preserved in
the Government offices at Bankura.

* The most interesting remains found in the district are a.t.
Bishnupur, where there are a number of temples representing the
most ocomplate set of specimens of the peouliar Bengali style
of temple architecture. There are other temples of archmologioal
interést at Dahulard, Ekteswar and Sonatapol, and remeins of old
{forts are found at Karasorgarh, Asurgarh and Syimsundargarh.

® Report, Archwological Survey, Bengal Circle, 1003-04.
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THE PEOPLE.

Toe first census was taken in 1872, and the result was tuﬂmwzﬂ
ghew, for the district as now constituted, a population of 968,507 & ku_,
persons. During the next decads thal'a was an increase of T:5 Trow
per cent., the number of inhabitanls in 1881 being returned at
1,041,752, The advance during the next ten years was not so
marked, owing to the prevalence of disease, but by 1891 (he
population had risen to 1,069,668, the increase being only 27
per cent. The succeeding decade was, on the whole, a healthy
one, the great epidemio of fever known as Burdwin fever having
died out; and the census of 1901 showed a total population of
1,116, 411 representing an increase of 487 per cent.
Dn 8 gsnaml survey of the growth of pnpulntmn dunug the
30 years over which the census figures extend, it is noliceabls
that between 1872 and 1891 the population of the headquarters
subdivision inereased by 21 per cent., while that of the Bishnupur
pubdivision declined by more than 8 per cent. At first sight,
this result appears somewhat surprising, for the headquarters
subdivision is an undulating tract of rocky, often barren soil,
whereas the Bishnupur subdivision is s fertile alluvial plain.
The difference in the rate of progress is probably dus to climatie
conditions; for in the headquarters subdivision the undulating
uEImda are well-drained and the people suffer littls from malarial
affections, while the Bishnupur subdivision is a low-lying tract
with an unhealthy and malarial climate. The latter subdivision, -
moreover, suffered between 1872 and 1891 from the Burdwic
fever, which was introduced from the adjoining thinasof Galsi
and Khandghosh in Burdwan and caused a very heavy mortality;
- whereas its westward course was checked on reaching the high
' ground in the west. The ravages of Bordwin fever have now
ceased; and the result is that in 1901, for the first time since
census operations were introduced, the Bishnupur subdivision
showed an inorease of population.
The results of the census of 1901 are summarized as follows cexsrs
in the Bengal Census Report of 1901. *“The Bishnupur o¥ 1001
subdivision has increased by 7 per cent., so that it has now nearly
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recovered the combined losses of the two previous decades, but
the headquarters subdivision has added less than 8 per cent. to its
population, This is due to the movements of {he people. The
immigrants from outside the distrivt are fewer by about 13,000
than they wero ten years ago, while emigrants have inereased by
more then 38,000. The emigrants are for the most part hardy
aborigines from the south and enst of the distriot, who find the
high pay obtoinable on the coal-flelds of Asensol or the distant
tea gardens of Assam a more attractivo prospect than a penurious
livelihood laboriously extracted from the unwilling soil of their
" pative uplande. Thero is aleo a considerable amount of tomporary
migration on the part of the semi-Hinduized tribes in the south
and west of the distriol, who supploement their scanty harvests
by working sa labourers in the metropolitan distriots, when they
have no orops to look after. They leave home in December
after the winter rice has been reaped, and do not return till the
monsoon breaks. This temporary emigration was greatly stimu-
lated in the cold weather, when the census was taken, by the short
harvest of that year, and this accounts to s great extent for the
falling off in the population of Reipur and the very small increase
in other thinas in the south of the distriet, Dut for these
movements ‘of the people, the growth of the population would
have been two or two-and-a-half times as great as that rocorded
at the census. ”
The principal statistics of thie census are shown in the table

below :—
b . Nuumpen oF [ P Pereantago
’ g[:u||.+
| Area in Popula- | tion per of variation
SUNDIVIEION. BInATE tion. square in population
J miles.  |Towne.|Villages, T mile. [yt :::;;ﬂl
Binkuri w| 1821 | 1 | 4000 |712,065 | 871 +2:85.
Biﬂmupur' o 700 2 1,623 | 404,868 678 + 717
‘Disrmior Tozan | 2,621 | 8 | 5,603 |1,116411 426 | +487

Gzxxmat - Bankurd is the most thinly populated district in the Burdwan
oaanacs Division, supporting a population of only 426 persons to the
. mos, gquare mile, The demsity of population is greatest in the
Density  Bishnupur subdivision, where it rises to 727 persons to the square
o Povnla pyile in the Kotalpur thana and to 664 per square mile in the

+ - Indis thana; both these tracts are alluvial flats almost entirely

. i+ under cultivation: The Bankwi subdivision supports only 871
; persons to the square mile, and the population is very sparse in
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the western traocts, which are of a hilly undulating character with
large areas under jungle. :

'Emigration is unusually active in Bankunri, The statistios Migrtion.
of the census of 1901 show that no less than 13 per cent. of the
population of the distriot were enumerated outside it. Nowhere in
Bengal, except in the Rinchi distriot, is the proportion of emigrants
B0 great : in fact, it is estimated that the inerease of 4'37 per cent,
recorded at the last census ropresents less than half of what would
have been rogistered but for the volume of emigration. Thie
exodus is partly permancnt and partly periodio or semi-permanent,
the inhabitants seeking a hospitable home elsewhere or going to
eke out their earnings in the metropolitan districts during the eold
weather months. The southern part of the distriot has suffered :
most by the exodus of the people ; and it is reported that in the 3
extreme south it has nof only retarded progress, but actually
reduced the population. The labouring classes, especially those
of aboriginal or semi-aboriginal descent, are chiefly attracted to
the eastern districts by the high woges offered there, but their
absence from home is mostly temporary. After securing theirlittle
stock of grain, they leave home in the latter end of December and
proceed to the esstern disiricts (Namai*) in search of employment,
and generally return with their savings before the rains set in to
meet the local demand for agrioultural labour. Large numbers
are attracted to the docks near Caleutta, the mills along the
Hooghly, and the mines in Burdwin and Minbhiim. There
is also a certain amount of emigration to the Assam tea gardens,
which will be dealt with in Chapter XT, _ _

The volume of immigration is small, only 2'6 per cent. of the
population being. returped as immigrants at the last ocensus,
Unlike the adjoining districts of Burdwin and Manbham, there
are no mining céntres, the few small coal mines that exist being
worked by local labour and in no way affecting the population.

Most of the immigrants are inhabitants of the neighbouring
districts; and the immigrants from distant places are mainly
Biharis, who are employed as peons, darwins, eto, :

The district is almost entirely agricultural, and there are only Townssnd
three towns, Binkurd, Bishnupur and Sonimukhi, with an aggre- /=™
gate population of 53,275, or b per cent. of the total population.
These towns are unprogressive, of liftle commercial importance,
and on the whole distinetly rural in character. The remainder
of the population is contained in 5,592 villages, most of which are

* The term Ndmal means lowlands in conteadistinction to the highland
districts, 1t is used by the labouring clusaes with spesial reference to the distriets -
et Hooghly nnd How pak and the pastern portion of the Burdwiy distrigt.
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of small size, 68 per cent. of the rurpl population living in
villages containing less than 500 inhabitants. The character of
the villages diffors considerably in the east and west of the distriot,
In the east, where much of the land is rich loam, able to support
a numercus population, we find the closely paoked villages of
Bengal, surrounded by pictaresque groves of troes, In the
undulating tract to the west, where the ridges afford healthy sites
for villages and tha inhabitants are to a large extent Santals,
Bigdis and Bauris, the closely packed hog-backed huts of the
Bengalis give place to the mud walls and straight roofs charnoter-
istioc of Bantal clearings ; while in the hilly broken country
bordering on Chotd Nigpur nothing is seen but small sealtored

hamlets,
The language current in the dislriot is the dialeot known as

Larhi boli, or Western Bengali, which is also spoken in Burdwin,
Birbbiim, Manbhiim, Binghbhtum and the 24-Parganas. Rarid
boli, it may be explained, means the language spoken in Rarh,
i.8., the country lying to the west of the Bhagirathi river and
south of the Ganges. This dialect waes returned in 1901 as the
language of 90-7 per cent. of the population. Bantali was spoken
by nearly 9 per cent., and as the Santils account for 9-5 per cent.
of the population, it would appear that they still nearly all
retain their tribal language. Mundéri was also returned as the
language of a fow Koris.

-~ Altogether 975,746 persons or £7'4 per cent. of the popula.
tion ave Hindus. 89,157 or 8 per cent. are Animists, and 51,114
or 56 per cent. are Muhammadans. Other religiona have only
& few representatives, there being 363 Ohristians according b
the consus of 1901, while the followers of all other religions
number only 31. _

The first Christian missionary who worked in the district was
the Rev. Mr. Weithrecht of the Church Missionary Society,
who used to visit the town of Bankurd from Burdwin as far
back ss 1840. He never resided in the town, but established some
schools, the chief of which subsequently became the Zila School.
The Wesleyan Mission began work at Bankurd in 1870, and
has now several stations in the dislrict, of which an sccount is
/given below. The only other mission in the district is one carried

~on by some. American missionaries who, some years ago, opened

o Wesleyan
' Misalon.

an orphanage in the neighbourhood of Mejia, called the
Premivanda Orphanage, which is said to contain about 75
children,

The Rev. J. Mitchell, Principal of the Bankura Wesleyan
College, has kindly. furnished the following account of the work

—
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of the Mission, if which there are three branches—educational,
evangelistio and social. :

In the year 1870 the Rev. John Richards opened a school Educs.

at Kuohkuchiat in Bankurd, and this institution has continued with
varying fortunes up to the present time. In 1889 a High School
department was added to the existing Middle School, and these
two departments worked side by side until 1899, when the Middle
School wans abolished and the school was convered into a High
Bchool recognized by the University and aided by Government,
Both edueationally and financially the High School has been a
great success, for year affor year the percentage of pusses in the
Entrance Examination has been higher than in most of the
schools in the district, and numerically the echool has stood
easily first during the last three years :—at the end of the year
1906 there were 330 names cn the roll. Owing partly to the
continued success of the Kuchkuchia High BSchool, but more
particularly to the demand for higher education in the distriet,
college classes were commenced in the High School building in
June 1903 ; but the number rose so rapidly that it was soon found
impossible to continne the work in ihe school building, and the
classes were {ransferred to the Central Hall, a spacions building
belonging to the Mission, which stands in & fine position in the
middle of the town. From iis inception the eollege has heen
most successfus, and though owing to the reorganisation of the
University, it had to wait four years for affiliation, the percentage
of passes in the First Arts Examination has been remarkably high,
61 students having passed that examination up to date (1907) .
In order to meet the requirements of the University, it has
been found mecessary to make preparations for the erection of a
peparate college building, and several other buildings will be
necessary in connection with the college scheme. A fine site
of 115 lighds has been obtained, on which it is intended to erect
the new college, a hostel for Hindu students, a Christinn hostel,
s house for the Principal, and other buildings when needed,
Much progress has already been made, The Prineipal's house is
vomplete ; the foundation of the college has been laid; and a fine
recreation ground of nearly 10 lighds has been prepared. The

oollege is now affiliated yp to the B: A. Iixamination in Arts, and .

the University has been asked to grant permission for teaching
chemistry ; to this end, provision is being meade in the new
building, so that the students may have both theoretical and
practical teaching. . :

In addition to higher education, attention is being paid to
primary education both among.boys and girls, In the Mjsjop

tionnl
work,

o w il

canlf
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compound there is a well-built and well-oquipped boarding school
for Christian girls, The teaching is carried on up to the Middle
Vemnacular standard, and there iz also a teachers’ {fraining
department. This school has had & most successful carcor, and
trained teachers ave being twrned out year affor year fo carry
on the work in the various girle’ schools in tho distriot. Though
the bonrders are all Olristians, Hindu girls are also admitted as
day students, The Mission has also under its oare throo girle’
schools in the town with Christiun tenchers in charge. At Onda,
a large village 10 miles sonth of Bankurd, there is another girls’
sohool, and at Bishnupur, where the Mission has a Mission
House and a fine property, there are five girls' schools, There is
also & flourishing Middle English school at Ondd in charge of a
oatechist, who is directly under a European missionary, the latter
also eupervising the work carried on in the neighbourhood of
Bishnapur. This school receives a grant from the Distriet Board,
and a considerable sum of money is being spent on the building to
make it better adapted for modern requirements.
- There are several Primary schools under the care of the
Mission ; and in the Bankurd Mission compound there is a Middlo
Vernacular school, at which boys are teught up to the Middle
Vernacular standard and also receive practical instruction in
carpentry, cane and bamboo work, or shoe-making. There is one
difficulty in connection with thie echool, and that is, to induce
students to take up the technical side. With Ohristian boys
there is no difieulty, but Hindu boys, whether high caste or low
onste, do not take kindly to work that does not fall within the
soope of their caste, Ome branch of technical work that is
beinig carried on amongst the girls and women of the Mission
ghould' be specially mentioned, viz., drawn-thread work, The work
was commenced about 2 years ago in order to find employment
for the female portion of the community, and hes proved most
successful. Many of the girls and women already do exquisite
work, and some of them can earn as much s RS 7 a month
in this way. There i3 o ready sale for the work in England,
and the prices obtained are such that this department is self-
gupporting.
Evangelis- ¢ Bystematio evangelistic work sves commenced in Bankurs by
_ Howork the Rev. J. R. Broadhead in the year 1877, but as far back ns
1840, the station was visited by Mr, Weitbreoht of the Ohurch
! Missionary Society from Burdwin, The work is carried on in
the town of Bankurd and the surrounding villages by a staff of
. native workers under European supervision, and at present the
" Qhristian community numbers ahoyt 400, The Mission afodl in.
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Bankura consists of three Ruropean missionaries, one native
minister, four catechists and a number of other workers.

In the south-west corner of the distriot thereis another
‘branch of the Wesleyan Mission with its headquarters at Sirengs
near Raipur, where for the last 8 years educstional and evan-
gelistic work has been vigorously carried on by the Revd. G. E.
Woodford ; the Ohristian community {here now numbers over
300. In the Mission compound there is o flourishing boys’
boarding school with abont 40 boys, most of whom are Bantal
Christians, but non-Christian Santil and Hindu boys are also
admitted. Teaching is given up to the Middle Vernamlar
standard, and the school has an excellent record, a large number
of scholarships having been won. Specially promising boys are
sent fo the Dinkurd Mission High Bchool, and one Santal
Ohristian boy has passed the Enfrance examination. In addition
to the boys’ school, there is a girls’ school in the compound,
at which about 50 girls study under the care of o trained Chris-
tian teacher from the Bankurdi Female Training School. The
Upper Primary exomination is the standard of this school, but
particularly bright girls continue their eduoation in the Bankura
girls' school, There are also several Primary schools scattered
throughout the south-west of the distriot.

An interesting feature of this branch of the Mission is
that n oonsiderable area of land has been aequired, on which a
number of Ohristian families have been setfled. Not many years
back the male-members of these families were the terror of the
neighbourhood, but & great change has come over them. They
are now sottling down most satisfactorily, earning an honest liveli-
hood, and becoming respected members of the community.

The social work of the Mission is carried on in connection with Sccial

the Leper Asylum, which is under the supervision of members
of the Mission. An account of this Asylum will be found in the
next chapter.

Muhammadans are found in greatest strength in the Bishnupur Eﬂ:m.
subdivision, and especially in the thinas bordering on Burdwan, " "

viz., Kotalpur and Indas, which account for nearly one-half of the
total number. They are Sunnis belonging to the Hanifi sect,
and the majority are believed to be descendants of local converts,
Of the total number no less than 43,603 are Bheikhs, and the
number of Mughals and Pathfins is very few.

The veneration of Pirs or saints is common among the losal
Muhsmmadans, who frequent their shrines and make offerings
of sweetments, in order that the Pirs may look with favour upon -
them ond grant them the fulflment of their desires, Il is—

B
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veported that many Hindus have the same belief n the super-
natural powers of Pirs, and also make offerings at their shrines.
The following are reported (o be the shrines of the Pirs who
Liold the highest place in popular esteom. In the Indas (héna
there ure no less than eight ehrines, viz., that of 8hal Madar in
Rol, Bandegi Shéih Mustaphs in Ohichingi, Saiyad Mubammad
Husain and Bhah Kabirin Karisunda, Satya Pirin a field south of
Hayatnagar, Burd Pir in Chak Sukur, 8hah Bandegi in Bihar, and
Shih Tsmail Ganj Lashkar in Lakhipur. There are also shrines of
the Pir last named ot Patharchati in the Kotalpur thfina, and at
Pirpuskarni I'okirbera in the Gangajalghfiti thioe; and in the town
of Bishnupur there is o shrine of a Pir called Shah Kaubin Ali.

The Animists are almost entirely represented by the Santiils,
whose religious beliofs have been so exhaustively treated elsawhere
that it is unnecessary to recapitulate them here.

In Bankurd, lying, as it does, between the highlands of
COhots Nagpur, the home of Animistic races, and the eivilized
Gangetio valley inhabited by Hindus, the Hinduism of the lower
classes exhibits & marked mixture of the Animism of the abori-
ginal races and the higher monotheism of the Aryan Hindus,
A very large proportion, moreover, of the population consists of
semi-Hinduized aboriginals, such as the Bigdis and Bauris, whose
religion is compounded of elements borrowed from orthodox
Hinduism and survivals from the mingled Animism and Nature-
worship of tho pure aboriginals.

The Bagdis worship Siva, Vishmu, Dharmaraj, Durgi, the
Soktis, and the myrind names of the modern Hindu Pantheon, in
a-more or less intelligent fashion, under the guidance of degraded
(patit) Brahmans. DBut together with these greater gods we find
the Santal goddess Gosain Era and Barapahiri, which is merely
another name for the “great mountain” (Marang Buru) of the
Sentils; while the Bagdis themselves eay that their favourite deity
is Manasa or the snake goddess. Bimilarly, the connection of the
Bauris with Hinduism is of a slender kind. Their favourite
objects of worship are Manasi, Bhadu, Minsingh, Barapahari,
Dharmardj, and Kvdr#sini, Goats are sacrificed to Minsingh,
and fowls to Barapahfiri; pigs, fowls, rice, sugar and ghi ave
offered to Kudrisini on Saturdays and Sundays at the alhni, or
dancing place of the village, throngh the medinm of o Bauxi priest,
‘who abstains from flesh and fish on the day preceding the sacrifice,
The priest gets as his fee the fowls that are offersd and the leg of
the pig ; the worshippers eat the rest. Unlike the Bagdis, who
have degraded Brihmans to look after their spiritual welfare, the
Bauris have not yet attained to the dignity of having Brahmans
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to serve them, bot their pnaata are men of their own caste, oalled
Liava or Degharia,

These two races account for one-fifth of the total population,
and their favourite deities are Manasi and Bhiidu, whose worship
calls for n more detailed mention.

The worship of Manasi, the snake goddess, is condueted with wership
great pomp and ciroumstance by both Bagdis and Bauris, whio of Muaud

claim that it secures them immunity from snake bite. On the
Oth and 20th of Asarh, Sriban, Bhadea and Aswin, ie., the four
rainy months lasting from the middle of June to the mﬂdlﬂ of
Qotobér, rams and he.goats are sacrificed, and rice, sweetmeats,
fruit and flowers are offered. On the Nagpanchami, i.e., the 5th
of the light half of Sraban (at the end of August), s four-armed
effigy of the goddess, crowned by a tiara of enakes, grasping a
cobra in each hand, and with her feet resting on s goose, is
carried round the village with much discordant musie, and is
finally thrown into a tank,

The following account of the origin of this worship is given by
Mr. B. C. Datt :—*The semi-Hinduized eborigines may take to
themselves the credit of having added some godheads to the Hindu
Pantheon, and the goddess of Manasi is perhaps the most remark-
able instance. Hindu gods are rather revered and venerated even
by the advanced semi-sboriginals than actually worshipped ; but
Manast is universally worshipped by the most backward as well
as the advanced eemi-aborigines of Western Bengal, and the
worship is continued for days together, and is attended with much
pomp and rejoicing, and singing in the streets. The fact of the
introduction of this aboriginal worship among Hindus is erystal-
lized in the story of Chaénd Saudigar, and is handed down from
generation to generation, It is said that the Saudigar refused
to worship that goddess till his trade was ruined and his dearest
child was killed by snake bite on his marriage day; then, and
then only, was the merchant compelled to recognise the power of
the snake goddess. It is significant, too, that the place which is
pointed out as the site of this coourrence is near the Dimodar river,
which may be considered as the boundary line between the first
Hindu settlers of Bengal and the aborigines, At what period the
worship of Manasd crossed their boundary line and spread among
the Hindus cannot be ascertained ; but up o the present day the
worship of this goddess among Hindus is tame, compared to the
universal réjoicing and enthusiasm with which she is worshipped by
her ancient followers, the present semi-Hinduized aborigines.” *

® The Aboriginal Element ia the Population of Bengal, Calentta UNeview,
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Bhadu, according to one nccount, was the favourite daughter
of o former R&ji of Pinchet, who died a virgin for the good of
the people. In commemoration of her death, the Dagdis and
Bauris onrry, in procession, an effigy representing her, on the last

day of Bhadra, r.e., in the middle of September. The worship
oonsists of songs and wild dances in which men, women and
children take part. A local correspondent gives a somewhat
different account of the origin of the Bhadu paja, viz. that some
50 venvs ago the beantiful danghter of the Raji of Kasipur (in
Manbhiim) died, and to commemorate her memory the Rija
instituted an annual festival, at which an image of Lis danghter
- was oxhibited. This has boon kept up, though ifs origin has been
perhaps forgotten ; and the Raja's dnughter bas now been deified
by the low oastes, who, on the last night of Bhadra, hawk about a
gorgeous image of her from house to house, Dancing goes on the
whote night,and on the third day the image is thrown into a tank,

Regarding this worship, Mr. R. C. Dutt writes :—*The
worship of Bhidu (in the month of Bhadra) ie said to have been
recently introduced into Bankurd from Manbhiim and other
western. districts, The worship is a purely aboriginal one, and
the goddess Bhaidu is not, recognized by the Hindus, nor as she
yet obtained any Hindu worshippers. She is imagined to be a
princess of exoessive goodness and beauty, who took pity on the
condition of the poor Bauris, and died at an early age. The
Bruris have no priests, and so the women and ehildren of each
family chant songs day aftsr day belore this idol, which they deck
with flowera. TFor somo days villages and streets resound with
the singing of women and the merry shouts of boys. The last
day of Bhidra is the last and most important day of this
primitive piyji, snd the worshippers forget all work and all caves
in their loud and boisterous worship of Bhidu. There can be no
doubt the worship is conneeted in some way with the early rice
harvest, which commences in DBhadra., This i8 the time of
national rejoicings nll over Bengal, and Hindus worship Durgs,
Lakehmi, and & succession of deities as this harvest goes on.” *

It has already been mentioned that both Bagdis and Bauris
worship Dharmaraj, but this cult is not confined to them and is
common throughout the distriet. There are many deitics known

“by the name of Dharmardj in various parts of Binkuri, but the
most ancient is said to be Iiriddhaksha, who is onshrined at
Sinkaripird in the town of Bishnupur. The name Briddhiksha
means “the old-eyed one, " and the god, who is also commonly

% The J,ﬁnri'ginul Element in {ha Pupuia!im of Bengal, Caleylta ]lﬂ'in'l'r‘
1883,
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known as Bura Dharma, is represented by a pisce of stome
covered with vermilion and having metal eyes. The priests are &
family of Karmakars or blacksmiths known as Dlarma pandits, and
the offerings consist of unboiled rice and sugar; such offerings
are made even by Brihmans, It is eaid that the worship of
this deity goes back to the days before the establishment of the
Bishnupur R#j, .0, over 1,100 years, and that the ancient Rajas
of Mallabhiim gave the idol endowments of lands, some of which
are still hald by the priests.

Other representations of Dharmarij of some celebrity are the'
following. Bankuri Rai of Indas is represented by a piece of
stone with some carvings interpreted as the signs representing the
ten incarnations of Vishnu, This idol is in the homse of a
Sutradher or carpenter, who nots as priest, and all the Hindu

festivals are pobserved, the Rath Jatra and Makar Sankrinii -

festivala being performed on a lavish seale; on the latter ocoasion
oooked food, known as khichuri blog, is prepared by Brihmans
and offered to the deity, The idol of Riip Naraysn of Mangalpur
in thana Indfisis a piece of slone emblematical of the tortoise
incarnation of Vishnu; this idol is in the houss of a Tanti or
weaver, who aots as priest. Bwarlip Nariyan of Gabpur in
thins Indis haos a stone emblem also regarded as the tortoise
incarnation of Vishnu ; this is in the house of a Kotil, who acts
ag priest. Nabajiban of Bilsi in the Indds thina, a similar -stone
emblem, is enshrined in the house of & amir or blacksmith, who'
acts as priest. The chief festival at which the three gods last
named are worshipped is the Makar Sankrinti, at which Ahichuri
bhog is offered. Rantak Rai of Pankhai near Bansi Ohandpur
on the Dhalkisor is a stone emblem, also regarded as the tortoise
incarnation of Vishnu, in the house of an Aguri, but the priest is
& Brihman, The chief festival in honour of this idol takes
place on the occasion of Akshaya Tritiy, on which day khichuri
bhogy is offered.  Kilichind or Bansidhar of Bifs in théna
Kotalpur is another tortoise emblem in the house of a Népit or
barber, who acts as priest; the Makar Bankrinti festival is
celobrated with khichuri bhog. Dankurfi Rei of Baital in thina
Kotalpur, Panchanan of Parsa in the same thina, Andharkuli of
Adhakuli in the Jaypur outpost and Kinkrd Bichhi of Gopilpur
are also Dharms Thikurs of some celebrity. The origin of the
names of the deities is unknown, but it has been suggested thatr
they were originally the names of persons who inaugurated or
popularized the worship of Dharma.
The worship of Dharma is believed by Mahamahopadhaya
Hara Prasid Sastri to be & corrupt form of Buddhism., The
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writers of Tantrik compilations among the Hindus, he says,
incorporated as many of the Tantrik Buddhist divinities as they
could possibly do without jeopardizing their reputation for
orthodoxy, But thera were still divinities, to whom, even with

their wonderful power of adaptation, they could not venture to

give a place in the Pantheon, and onn of these is Dharma,
Originally Dharmna was the second person in the Buddhist
Trinity, but the term came to be applied to the worship of stiipas,
the visible emblem of Buddhism to the ignorant multitude,
“Dharma worship remained confined to the lowest classes of the
people—the dirtiest, meanest and most illiterate classes, All the
lowost forms of worship rejected by the DBrihmans graduslly
rallied round Dharina, and his priests thronghout Lengal enjoy a
oertain consideration which often exciles the envy of their highly
placed rivals, the Brahmans, who, though hating them with a
genuine hatred, yet covet their earnings wherever these are
conriderable ; and there are instances in which the worship of
Dharma has passed into Brahman hands, and has been, by them,
transformed into n manifestation either of Niva or of Vishnu." *
After recapitulating the arguments by which he identifies
Dharma worship as a survival of Buddhism, the Pandit goes on to
say—"‘ The Dharma worshippers are fully aware that Dharma is
not an inferior deity ; he is higher then Vishnu, higher than
Hiva, l:ughar than Bralmi, and even higher than Parvati, - His
position is, indeed, ns exalted as that of Brahmd in Hindu
philosophy. In fwut, one of tho books in honour of Dharma
gives an obscure hint that the work has been written with the
object of establishing the Drahmahood of Dharma. The repro-
sentation of Dharma in many places is a tortoise. Now a tortoise
is umlmntura representation of a stipe with five niches for five
Dhyavi Buddhas, At Salds in Baokurk an image of Buddha in
meditative posture is still actually worshipped as Dharma, The
worshippers of Dharma are unconscious of the fact that they are
the survivors of a mighty race of men and that they have
inherited their religion from a glorious past.”* To this it may be
added that at the present day the image of Dharma is generally
found in the houses of low casle people, and that a popular saying
is Dharma nichagdmi, 1.¢., Dharma, favours the low. At the same
time, Dharma is offered cooked food even by a Brihman.
+ Hook-swinging, ones so familiar a part of the Charak Pija in
some parts of Bengal, is atill occasionally practised in Bankurd by
Bantéls in the more remote fraote, in spite of the efforts made to
Hﬂppm!! it. The following acoount of the ceremony, as witnessed

* Bengal Consu s Rejiort of 1801, U'art I, p. 204,
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at Barengd, is quoted from an article, *“From. the heart of
Bengal — Hook-ewinging and other diversions,” published in the
Tudiap Mothodist Times, Juns 1900, ¢ Our sttenfion is drawn
towards a mighty structure in course of erection. A long stout
pole, 35 feet in height, has been erectel. UDalanced on the
top of this is another pole, 30 feot long and so wrranged that
it can move both in a vertical as well as in o horizontal plane.
On one side is a rude platform erected 30 feef high, so that by
-standing on the top of this one can just reach the end of the
crose bar or lever. - What is it all for? We plant our cameras
down, apd jwait. There are hurried comsultations among. the
leading worshippers, At length a deputation approaches us.
Will the safibs give them permission to swing? An explanation
is given, and then we discover that this apparatus is for the famous
“ Hook-swinging, " which has been illegal for more than 35 years;
illegal, but yet wo are informed that it is practised every year
in these isolated disiriots. Bub what can we do? The people
are excited, they say it is their custom, and they do not wish
to be disappointed. We expostulate with them; we spesk of
the debasing and cruel nature of the custom; we keep our
ineriminating cameras poinfed towards the apparatus, but it is
all in vain, The people say they will swing and risk the
consaquences. : :
“A young man of nineteen declares bis intention to ewing.
He pays his pice to the priest in charge, kneels at the foot of the
pole, and then awaits the fixing of the hooks in his back. A man
approaches with two hooks, about 8 inohes in length, with a stout
rope attached to the end of each, Standing behind the devotee,
he catches hold of a lump of flesh on one side of hia back, and in a
gkilful manner forces the hook through. At the same time, an
attendant elaps the devotes on the mouth to hide any expreesion of
pain from coming forth. Another hook is fixed in the same way,
but on the other side of the back, and the vietim is now ready for
swinging. Strange to say, there is little or no blood, and the
perfomer does not eeem to be in much pain. Again he prays,
and then mounts the platform or scaffold. He is received by
several attendants, who fasten the ropes securely to the swinging-
beam. . When all is ready, and the beam is properly balanced by a
pumber of men holding a rope from the other end, a signal is
given, and away he gues 3 to 40 feek above the ground, suspended
merely by the haoks in his flesh withont any safoguard whatever,
"0 that if the hooks were to break, or the flesh give way, he
would be ‘dashed to pieces on the hard ground below. Round
and round he goes, while the people below gaze in rapture,
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“ At fivet, the swinging devotee stretohes out his arms and claspe
the beam, g0 ns to take as much weight as possible off the hooks,
but soon he gathers courage and, bringing his arms round in
front of him, he unites his bands in the attitude of prayer. Then
he grows bolder; with one hand he begins to seatber flowers,
which he extracts from his dinfi, whilst with the other he plays on
some instrument or produces a gurgling sound with bis mouth by
elapping it with his hand, All these various performances excite

great approval from the admiring throng around. The swing .

ceases, He descends from the scaffold with the hooks still in
his flesh. Theso ave quickly extracted without n groan passing
through his lips. Again he kneels at the foot of the pole, then
the women throng around bhim with holy water, sweetmeats and
all kinds of tempting tit-bits, as a reward for his devotion and as
& mark of their approval,

“Not only young men, but middle-aged men and even boys go
through the whole performance. There is no waiting, At least
a hundred people, mostly Hindus, must have swung during the
day. Some of these we questidn and find that many do it for the
mere fun of the thing, others because they wish to return thanks
for benefits received, and a few out of pure devotion to Biva. One
old man has swung seven times, and the marks in his back, whioh
he is prond to exhibit, bear testimony to the truth of his state-
ment. One little boy fainted as ho was being taken down. He
said the pain was very great, and that he would not do it again,
but later he said he bad made o vow to swing every year.”

Another curious ceremony which took place at the same place
is thus described by the same writer. “Two poles are firmly
fixed in t{he ground, six feet apart. A cross bar rests on the top
of these. On this cross bar are lwo loops, eight feet from the
ground. Below, o fire of charcoal is glowing, and by its side a
priest 8 kneeling, and ever and anon he casts incense into the
burping embers, A worshipper comes along; with a spring he
vatches hold of the cross bar and puts his feet into the loops and
hangs down with his head just above the smoking incense. The
priest mutters some mysterions meanéras, and then the attendants
begin to ewing him backwards and forwards over the fire, while
the devotee, placing his hands together, remains in the attitude
of devout worship, The swinging ceases, he is assisted to the
ground, and he goes away with added virtue to his eredit. No
sooner is he down, than another devotee is swinging. There is no
waiting, and this goes on throughout the whole day.”

Ethnicelly, Bankurd may be desoribed as a border distriot
lying between Chots Nagpur, the home of shoriginal races, and the
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Gangetio delta with its old Hindn population. Even within the
distriot itself there is a notable difference bebween the Bankura
subdivision to the west and the Bishnupur subdivision to the cast.
In the former aboriginal races, such as Sentils, Bawris and Bagdis,
predominate, while in the latter pure Hindu castes, such as
Brahmans, aro found in greatest strength, Taking the district as
a wholo, castes and tribes of aboriginals ox semi-aboriginals are
most numerous, the Santiils, Bauris and Biigdis alone acoounting
for over ome-fourth of the totsl population,

The marginal table shows the strength of the different castes

Baori .. .. 1gmes o0d tribes numbering over 50,000, As
Smtil .. . 106683 regards these castes, no special deseription
Diga" vt 2448 is needed of the Brahmans, Goulais and
Teli .. .. 7859% Telis, who resemble their fellow castemen
GRIT . . 88784 4p other parts of Bengal in their manner

of living and caste structure. The Telis, however, it may be
mentioned, a¥e now no longer oil-pressers but oultivators ; the
eotual oil-pressers are Kalus, but they prefor to call themselves
Telis. A foller desoription is required of the DBauris, Santils
and. Bagdis, which may be regarded as the characteristic tribes
of Bankura.

The Bauris are a low aboriginal caste who work as oultivators, Bausis,
agrioultural labourers and palki-bearers, They are divided into
the following nine sub-castes :—(1) Mallabhumia, (2) Sikharia or
Gobaris, (3) Panchakoti, (4) Moli or Mulo, (6) Dhulig or
Dhulo, (6) Malug or Malus, (7) Jhatia or Jhetis, (8) Kathuria,
and (9) Pathuria. Some of these sub-castes appear to have been
originally territorial subdivisions, The Mallabhumis and Malua,
and perhaps also the Mola, were residents of Mallabhiim, ..,
the eastern and central portions of the distriet ; the Sikharias
were originally Bauris who lived in Bikharbhiim, i.¢., the tract
between the Kasai and Barakar rivers; the Dhulis sub-caste is
supposed to come from Dhalbhiim, which in this district includes
the Khatra thina ; while Panchakoti refers to the central portion
of the Panchet (Pachet) estate to the west. The name Gobarda
is said to refer to a domestio custom of clearing up the remmants
of & meal with cowdung, and Jhatia is explained as denoting &
group who simply sweep away the fragments of a meal without
washing the ‘place where it has baen spread.

Mony of them held substantial tenures on terms of police
service—a faot which lends colour to the view that they are
among the earliest settlers in this part of the conntry. Traces
of totemiem still survive in their reverence for the red-backed
heron and the dog, and perhaps in their strong objection to
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touching horse-dung, The heron is looked upon as the emblem
of the tribe, andjmay not be killed or molested on pain of expulsion
from the caste. Dogs aleo are secred, so much so that s Baur
will on no account kill a deg or touch a dead dog's body, and the
water of a tank in which a dog has been drowned cannot e used
until an entire rainy season has washed the inpurity away.

Bourie sdmit into their caste members of any caste highor
than themselves in social standing. No regular coremony is
appointed for such ooccasions: the new member merely pays to
the caste panchdyat a sum of money, varying from Rs, 10 to 15,
to be epent on a feast, at which, for the first {ime, he openly eats
with his adopted caste brethren. The origin of this singular
practice is perhaps to be sought in the lax views of the Dauris
on the subject of sexual morality. Jn other castes a women
who has an intrigne with an outsider is punished by expulsion
from the caste; but Dauris not only allow their women to live
openly with men of other castes, but receive those men in their
own community when, as frequently happens, they are ontcasted
by their own people for eating rice cooked by their mistresses.
Divorce is easily obtained. It is effected by the husband taking
away from his wife the iron ring which every married woman
wears and proclaiming to the panchdyat the fact of hLis having
divorced ber. Divorced wives may always marry again.

The Baurie are addicted to strong drink, and with few excep-
tions, are indifferent to the nice scruples regsrding food which
have so important a bearing on the status of the average Hindus ;
for they eat beef, pork, fowls, all kinds of fish, aud rats. Never-
{heless they pride themselves on not eating snakes and lizards;
and it may be that this is connected in some way with the worship
of the snake-goddees Manasi, who is supposed to preserve her
worshippers -from snake-bite. In most districts the Bauris now
burn their dead, as Hindus do, but in Binkurd they bury the
corpse with the hend to the north and the face downward,
believing that it prevents the spirit from getting out to give
trouble to the relations and fellow enstemen of the deceased.®

The Santals are almost entirely confined to the Bankurd sub-
division, Only 6,230 are found in the Bishnupur subdivision,
and most of these are residents of the western portion of that
subdivision, not more than 1,265 being found in the eastern and
northern thnas of Kotalpur, Indas and Sondmukhi. They are
rarely known to immigrate from the former to the latter sub-
division, where, according totheir notion, there exists no fleld for
them. Dorn and bred in the jungle, their favourite ococupation,

* Hisley's Tribes and Oastes of Bangal,
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besides hunting, is the gradual reclamation of jungle land. To
this work they sssiduously adhere till, as is offen the case, they

" are ousted from the land thus won from the waste by grasping

landlords, who, when they find that the land broken up by
the Santals has attained the desired point of tillage, demand an
exorbitant rent, or employ other means to compel them to give
up their holdings and betake themselves to fresh jungle, where
thoy are subsequently no better treated. Of late years, however,
they have become more tenacious of their rights. A fuller
desoription of this interesting race will be found in the Appendix
to this Chapter. .

The Bégdis are another caste of non-Aryan origin, who Bigdis.

acoount for their genesis by o number of legends. One of these
is to the effect that they originally came from Cooch Behir and
were the offspring of Siva and Parvati, Siva, it is said, lived
there with a number of concubines of the Woch tribe. Phrvati was
moved by jealousy to come in the disguniso of a fisherwoman and
destroy the standing crops of the Koches, and Siva could only
induce her to depart by begetting on her a son and a daughter.
These twins were afterwards married, and gave birth to Hambir,
king of Bishnupur in this district, from whose four danghters—
Sintu, Netn, Mantu and Kshefu—the four sub-castes Tentulia,
Dulia, Kusmetia and Matif are descended. It is an instructive
coincidence that the founder of the Bishnupur Raj, Adi Malla,
from whom Bir Himbir wae descended, is to this day known as
the Bagdi Rajé, and his descendants as the kings of the Bagdis.
. In this distriet the original etructure of the caste seems to have
been singularly well preserved, and we find the Bagdis divided
into the following sub-castes:—(1) Tentulia, bearing the titles
Bagh, Séntrd, Rai, Xhin, Puild; (2) Kasaikulia, with the titles
Ménjhi, Masalohi, Palankhai, Pherka; (3) Dulia, with the titles
Bardar and Dhirda; (4) Ujbid or Ojha; (5) Méachhui, Mechhva
or Mecho; (6) Guliménjhi; (7) Dandaminjhi; (%) Kuemetia,
Kusmatia or Kusputra; (9) Mallametia, Matia or Matial. Of
these endogamous sub-castes the Tentulid is celled after the
tamarind tree (leniul), and the Kasaikulia is named from the Kasai
river. These two groups work as masons, and also prepare the
lime which is mixed with the betel leaves and areca nut chewed by
all classes of natives of India. The Dulid Bagdis carry palanquins
or dulis, nnd, in common with the other sub-castes, earn their
livelihood by fishing, making gunny bags, weaving cotton, and
preparing the red powder (abir) used in the Holi festival. The
Bagdi fisherman uses the ordinary ciroular cast-net, but swings
the net round his head before casting it, a practice which is
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supposed by tho rogular fishing castes of Bengal—Tiyar, Mal
and Kaibartta—to be peculinrly dishonowrable. Of the other
gub-castes the Machhud derive their name from fishing, the Matial
from earth-working, the Xusmetin are called after the fuse gross;
the Ojh& ave, or are supposed to have been, the pricsts of the
tribe. 'Within theee sub-castes again are a number of exoganmous
seotions, among which may be mentioned Xdsbak, the heron;
Ponkrishi, the jungle cock; Salriehi or Salmachh, the sal fish;
Patrishi, the bean ; and Xachchhap, the tortoise. The totem is
taboo to the members of the section, e.g., o Kisbak Bigdi may
not kill or eat a heron, and a DI&fxishi may not touch a bean.
A Bagdi cannob marry outside the sub-cnste nor inside the
seotion to which he belongs. Thus, a Tentulia must marry a
Tentulia, but & man of the Sélrishi section, to whatever sub-caste
he may belong, cannot marry a woman of that section.

Bagdis practise both infant and adult marriage indifferently.
In the cmse of girls who are not married in infancy, sexual
license before marriage is virtuslly tolerated, it being wnderstood
that if a girl becomes pregnant, she will ind some one to marry
her, Among o mass of ritual borrowed from the Brahmanical
system, the marriage oceremony (bildha or bidh) has preserved
some interesting uspges, which appear to bolong to n different,
and perhaps more primitive, order of symbolism. Xarly on the
wedding morning, before the bridegroom starls in procession for
the bride’s house, ho goos through a mock marriage to a makud
tree (Bastin latifbiin). Ho embrooes the tree and bedaubs it with
vermilion ; his right wrist is bound to it with thread ; and after
he is relessed from the {ree, this same thread is used to attach a
bunch of mahua leaves to his wrist. The buraé.or procession of
the bridegroom’s party is nsually timed go as to reach the bride's
house about sunset. On arrival, the inner courtyard of the house
is defended by the bride's friends, and a mimic conflict takes
place, which ends in the vietory of the bardt.

Symbolie capture having been thus effected, the bridegroom
is paated with his faceto the east on a wooden stool placed under &
bower of sa/ leaves, having pote of oil, grain and tormerio at the
four corners, and a small pool of water in the centre. When the
bride enters, she marches seven times round the bower, keoping it
always on her right hand, and seats herself opposite to the bride-
groom, the pool of water being between the pair. The right
hands of the bride, the bridegroom, and the bride's eldest relative

are tied together with thread by the officiating Brahman, who at

the same time recites sacred texts (mantras), the purport of which
is that the bride has been given by her people to the bridegroom
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and has been accepted by him. The priest then claims his fee,
and, after receiving it, unties the thread and knots together the
goarves worn by the morried couple. This part of the ceremony
is called golranlar, tho change of gofre, and is supposed to
transfor the bride from her own section or exogamous group to
that of her husbaud. 1t is followed by sindurddn, i.0., the bride-
groom takes a small cup of vermilion (sindur) in his left hand,
and with his right hmmd smears the colour on the parting of
the bride’s hair, 'This is considered the ocssential and binding

’ portion of the marriage ceremony. Garlands of flowers are then
exchanged by the parties, and the rest of the night is spent in
fensting, the married conple leaving for the bridegroom's house
early next morning. The knotted scarves are not untied until the
fourth day after the wedding. . When a divorca takes place, it is
symbolized by the husband breaking a straw in two or taking
away the iron bracelet commonly worn by married women,

Like the Dauris, the Higdis admit members of any higher
caste into their cirole, and the process of imitintion is like that
already described in the cass of the Bauris, except that a man
admitted into the Dulid sub-caste has to take the palanquin or
duli on his shoulder as a sign of his acceptance of their hereditary

+ oooupation. Most of the Bagdis are to some extent engaged
4 in agrioulture, usnally os Eo:fd_mf under-ryots, and comparatively
fow have attained the more respectable position of ocooupancy
tenants. Large numbers work as landless day labourers, paid in
cash-cor kind, or as nomadio cultivators, tilling other men’s lands
on the bidg-jot system, undor which they sre remunerated by a
specified share of the produce, Their social rank is very low, and
| they are usnally classed with Bauris and Bhuiyas as dwellers on
| the outskirts of Hindnism. Some DBfgdis eat beef and pork,
and most indvlge freely in flesh of other kinds, and are greatly
; addicted to drvink. Tentulin Bigdis, however, will not eat beef,
{ and many members of this sub-caste have become Vaishunavas and
abstain from all sorts of flosh.® _

The whole district was originally the territory of the Bishuu- g o;\e
pur Rijas, by whom portions were allotted to subordinate chiufs zivs.
for the protection of the frontier. These chiefs, who, like the ran.
Rajas, were recognized as Kshattriyas, held sway over aboriginal lords and
tribes and were .useful auxiliaries to their overlords in resisting S
the Marithas and other hordes of invaders. Their descendants
are still locally known as Rajas by their tenants, although the
title is not recognized by Government. On the dissolution of
the Bishnupur Raj, the property in the immediate possession of

# Iisley’s Tribes and Castes of Boogol.
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the ‘Raj passed into the hands of the Burdwan Raj, but the
large flefs continued as before in the possession of the Kshattriyas
or their reprosentatives in intervst. The holders of these fiefs
made grants to their relatives and kinsmen, but the latter have
now, to a very large extent, trunsferred their holdings to money
lenders and others, and are consequently in an impoverished
ptate. The zamindfirs in their turn did not fare better, for their
poverty compelled them to mortgage their estates and in some
cnses to sell some portions to liquidate their debts. Owing to
these and other causes the greatsr part of Bankurd is now under
large non-resident proprietors, such as the Mahfrij-Adhiraj
Bahidur of Burdwain, Kumir Rameswor Malia, and the Raja
of Panchet.

" Another important class consists of padiiddrs, who owe their
existence to the system of permanent subinfeudation introduced
by the Mahirajda of Burdwin after the Permanent Settlement.
He parcelled out his vast estate into tenures known as patui aluke,
the grantees of which not only gave him a high premium but
covenanted to pay an annual rental in perpetuity. This sysiem,
which left him & mere annuity on the land, was recognized by
law in 1819, and a power of sale similar to that poesessed by
Government was given fo the patniddrs. The latter again sublet
on similar terms, and the result has been to create o class of
persons living on small fixed incomes and without interest in the
tenantry. This has caused a disappearance of the old feudal
gpirit and & disintegration of the relations between landlords and
tenants, who no longer have that common solidarity of interest
which used to exist. The surplus grain in former days was spent
in- works of publiv utility, and a large village would have good
tanks and bathing ghats, while its temples were carefully kept up
and religions festivals were lavishly observed. Now, in many
ocases, the old zamindar's family residence is in ruins, and he
himself often spends what income he can realise in fighting law
suits. If the landlord is not in debt, he is usually an absentee,
having but lately purchased the estate; but it is reported that
the large non resident landlords all treat their tenants with justice
and consideration. It must be remembered, moveover, that this
state of affairs only marks a transition stage, the old feudal inter-
dependence between zamindiirs and their temants not yet having
been replaced by the new inter-dependence between labour and
eapital.

The following is a brief account of the principal village
officials or of those whuaa dutma i:-n.ng tlmm m‘tu close connection

with the villagers,
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The maib is the deputy or representative of the landholder, Naib.

pleced in charge of the whole or part of his zamindfiri or estate,
of which lie has the general management. He is assisted by a
staff of muharrirs, peons and gumdshias.

Perhaps the most important personality in village life mﬂmﬁ'”’

the gumdshia ov {fahsilidr, as he is the agent employed by the
gamindfr to manage affairs ‘between himself and his tenants. His
chief duties copsist in collecting rents, granting receipts, and
seeing that the nijwiol or home farm lands of his master are
properly cultivated, and that in case any cultivator abandons his
fields and leaves the village, the relinquished lands are let out to
a new tenant. Through him the samindir carries on a trade
with his ryots by advancing rice and seed at interest to those in

need of accommodation; and he keeps the nccounts of the rent -

collections and grain advances. At each village he has a Aldmdr,
or house for storing grain, in which he keeps paddy received from
the cultivators, either in payment of the grain advanced fo them
or of rent paid in kind (sdjd jwnd or bhdg jamd), Hisealary is
generally paid in money, and in addition to this, he receives
perquisites from the cultivators on the ocoasion of certain festivals,
Where the estate is & large ome, one gumdshfa is appointed to
aollect the rents of a group of several villages ; but in such cases
he often has an assistant called an dlpabari or paik, who is
remunerated by a grant of rent-free land.

Besides his other multifarious duoties, the gumdshie is ufhan
called upon to ossist his employer in the conduct of suits connected
with the villagesin his charge, and occasionally to give evidence
as & witness. But, by the oustom of the country, a man who is
considered respeciable in the village community avoids giving
testimony in a ocourt as much as possible. He is therefore
generally allowed an assistant, called the fawjdar! gumdshia, whose
duty it is to look after any case in which the zamindar's interests
are involved.

The wukhys or mandal i8 & village official, who formuﬂy xumg-

held an important position, as he was the representative of the
villagers in matters of general or individual interest, an arbiter
in petty disputes, and a respectable man whose presence would
be sought by the villagers at feasts and festivals. Mukiya is
a Sonskrit word meaning superior, but at the present day it
is & misnomer, as his social position is not always high and
the respect shown to him is often a mere shadow of what it
formerly was. He is still the village headman, however, and
his post is hereditary. He receives perquisites and gifts from
the villagers on the occasion of domestic and religious ceremonies;

nﬂcful
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in accordance with time-honoured custom. When & marriage
takes place, he is paid a small sum of money, according to the
means of the payer, and also roceives a fow betel-nuts, sweetmeats,

and other preseuts, which, although of small value, are indicative |

of respect for his position. Agein, whenever a villager gives
a feast on the occasion of annaprdsan (or the feeding of an infant
with rice for the first I:imm, karneelenl Laa.phuriug}, WM a g
(firet wearing of the sncrod thread by DBrihman boys), marrage,
sraddha (funeral obsoquics), sapindukaran (annual obsequies), or
pija (religions ceremonies), tho mukhya, of whatover caste he
may be, must be invited to dino.

The other village olficials are tho priest, barber, washerman,
astrologer, and the representatives of tho various artisan ocastes.
In the old Hindu organization, these persons were looked upon ns
public servants, and remunerated by granis of rent-free lands

from the common lands of the village. They have, however, -

long ceased to exist ns village officials, and are now hardly more
than private servanis carrying on certain ocoupations, and paid for
their work by the individuals on whom they altend.

The ohief of these is the purekit or priest. Nearly every well-
to-do Hindu cultivator maintains a family idol, generally a
sdlgrdm (o black round stone with & hole in it), which the family
priest worships every morning and evening as representing Vishnu.
For this he is remunerated by daily gifts of rice and milk, In
some villages thore is an idol kept in a house called the mandap,
or in a masonry temple erected at the joint expense of the great
majority of the villagers; and gifts of rice, fruit, ete., for its
sorvioe are contributed by each household in turn. If the wvillage
idol has been set up by a zaminddr or rich villager, there will
generally be found an endowment of land attached thereto, from
the proceeds of which the artioles necessary for the pija service
are purchased, and from which are supported the village priest,
the mali who furnishes the flowers, the doms or musicians, the
kdmdr who eacrifices goats before the idol, the potter who
supplies the earthen vessels, eto. Besides his remuneration for
his services before the idol, the family priest receives numerous
gifts from the villagers on ocoasions of births, marriages,
ardddha, eto.

An account of the other village servants will be found in
Ohapter VIIL.

Formerly the responsibility of keeping the roads open and of
protecting travellers from robbery rested with o quasi-military
class of men, oalled phatedls, to whom grants of lands were
allotted in return for their services, The man at the head of
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- this quasi-milifary class of men was called sarddr; the men pext ™

in rank and immediately subordinate to him was the sadial, and
the fabedars or ghafwals were immediately subordinate ta the
latter. The duty of the sardir was to collect panchak or quit-
rent from the swdicls and tabeddr ghatwals, to pay the same to
Government or to tho zaminddr, as the cese might be, to depute
ghatwals for keeping watoh and ward -in villages or on roads, . to
assist police officers in their mvestigations, and o perform other
police duties when necessary, The lands granted to these men
have been or are being resumed, but the old titles still remain.
A more detailed account of them will be found in Chapter XI.

The sadidls used to collect panchak from their fdbeddrs and Ssdias.
to pay the same to the sarddr and to supervise the work of the  °
ghdiwdls. In some instances also they were deputed for watch and
ward duties in the villages and along the roads.

The duties of o fdbeddr ghdiwdal were to keop watoh over a Tabedsr
ghdt, s term whioch means generally s village or group of. two#3Hwile
or more villages and portions of roads, He was also required
to give information of any offence cognizable by the police coms
mitted within his yAdf, and to report births and deaths, for which
purpose he had to attend the police station periodically.

In parganas Mahisward, SBupur, Amhikinagar, Raipur, Phul- Digar, -
kusma, Syaimsundarpur, Bimlipal, and Bhaliidiha, those who
performed the dutics of sarddr were called digars. . The digars of
the last seven parganas exercised the pnwmof head-constables
when thosa parganas were in. Manbhiim.

- In parganas Mahisward and Ohhitnd there are a cass of men -J'E.i'lﬂ
oalled jagirddrs, who parforma& the duties of sarddrs in the formey "

. and the duties -:aE ghatwdls in the latter pargana.

In thanes Indis and Kotalpur, there are a body of men Simasa.
called simandddrs, who perform the dutics of chaukiddrs. They 98
have grants of lands in lien of wages; but in some instances
these service lands have been resumed under Aot VI of
1870.

. Iimamdars or mandals are persons charged.with the realization fﬂiﬂ-
of a stipulated rent for ° cerfain mausa or number of mawsds, iib.
and in liew of wages enjoy cerfain lands rent-free in the mausd or
mangas in their charge. Such lands are celled #mamddré or
mandali lands. :

The pardmanik is the headman among certain lowor castes, Fard el and
who decides questions affecting the caste and other social matters. manji,
Among Bantils the headman is called a mdnghi, He presides ab
village meotings, decides petty disputes, srranges ‘hunting parties,
snd attends marriages and religious geremonies.

F
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It is roported that the distriot, or rather this part of the
country, is divided into several divisions by the Goswimia of
Khardah in the 24-Parganas, who are the descendants of
Nityananda and are regarded as leaders of the Vaichnavas by
the followers of Chaitanya and Nitydnanda. In each division,
which is ocalled bAhabuk mahkal, the Groswimis keep two officers,
viz., & foddr and under him a chhariddr. For every bhek,
i.6., the ceremony of initiation of a Vaishnava, and for every
marriage and death ceremony of Vaishnavas, Re. 1.6 is said
to be due to the Goswimis, of which the 7awjddr gets 4 annas snd
the chhariddr 2 annas as remuneration for the services they
render to the Goswiimis,

The ordinary food of all classes consists principally of rice,
pulses (dal), fish, milk and vegetables, The food and the time
for taking it vary according to circumstances, but the general
practice is to take two meals, one in the day .at about 10 or 11
AM., and the other at night at about 8 or 9 r.M. The meals
congist of the articles mentioned above, except that some take
bread or Juchi, i.e., bread fried in ghi, at night. As a rule, also,
8 h,ghl: repust, usually. uonmhng of sweetmeats, is taken in the
morning and in the evening.

The housea fall under three main heads, *m,. paka or houses
made of brick or masonry, kdnchd or houses thatched with straw,
snd khapra or houses with tiled roofs. The pakd houses again
sre generally of three kinds, viz., those roofed with beams and
rafters made of wood, those in which the roof is supported by
girders, and those in which it rests on arches; there are, however,
very fow of the latter two classes, The walls of these houses are
either constructed of bricks made with swrki and lime or of bricks
made of mud. The thatched houses may be divided into three

- classes nocording to their thatching, vis., ekchala, duchald and

chauchdld, i.e,, houses with ome, two, or.four thatches. Some of
the walls. are made of clay, some of unburnt brioks, .some of
branches of trees and bushes smeared over with clay, and othera
of wood and clay. Houses of the latter two kinds are called
Jhatibar or gurabar, and the last kind is seen in places subject
to inundation, Houses thatohed with straw are common all over
the district; in towns and populous. villages masonry buildings
are met with in fairly large numbers ; while a few tiled houses
are found-in the town of Bankurd and in the western parts of

. pgrganas Chhatnd and Ambikinagar.

The houses are mainly of the Lower Bengal al:yle of architec-
ture with the ridge and eave lines curved and the thatoh very
thmk. The reason. for this style of architecture seems to be that
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in this part of the:country the rainfall is so héavy that, unlesa
very thick thateh is put on, water leaks through, especially along
the corner beams of a ohauchdld or four-thatched house. * It
must be clear that, when an oblong or a square room is ‘covered
by four thatches meeting either in a ridge or in & point, and the
thatohes have all the same inclination, the slops of the roof at the
lines of junetion of the four thatches is much gentler than
elsewhare, and, as a consequence, leaks are more froquent at these
than elsowhere., To give fo these lincs the same or nearly the
game inolination as the other portions of the roof, the corners
havé to be lowered. Henoe the curved outline of the ridge snd
eave lines,"* :

The ordinary clothing of a gentleman’ appearing at a social Clothing,
gathering in the cold weather consista of a dhuti, or waisteloth of
cotton, a shirt and coat, &' shawl and a pair of stockings and shoes.
In other seasons of the year a dlufi, shirt or coat, a elddar and
shoes are worn. 'When appearing at office; the clothing consists
of pantaloons, a shirt, a chapkdn, a ehddar, and & pair of stockings
and shoes; persons of somewhat higher position use chogds, or
loose overcoats, instead of ehddars. The ordinary clothing of a
man of the middle classes consists of a dhufi, ehddar and a pair
of shods or slippers ; shirts and coats are also oocasionally used. A
cultivator wears merely a coarse dhwéi and a searf (pameha) thrown
over the shouldérs or wrapped around the waist.. Men of the'
lower classes have a coarse diuti only. In the cold weather shawls -
and various wrappers aro used, ‘such as the Jamals made of serge
or broadeloth, the- diusa and daliposh made of cotton and ecloth,
the- garbhasuf woven with- tusser and cotton thread, and the
gildp or pdchhuri, which is a double chddar made of coarse cloth.
The dress of the women generally consists of a #dri only; but
in rich families the use of bodices and wrappers in the winter
has been introduced. As a rule, females, with the exception of
prostitutes, do not nuse shoes, shawls, or other garments used- by
the males,

The amusements of the people consist chiefly of the ja’rd, &' Amuse-
thentrical entertainment given in the open air, baithaki songs, f.e., ™ets.
gongs in the Jaithak or general sitting room, and dancing, Inall .
of these both vocal and instrumental musies are employed. Men
of all classes ‘attend jalrds, but the mass of the people amuse'
themselves with Harisankirtan, in which they sing and damncg in
the name of Hari (God). Sometimes Hurisankirtan continunes
without intermission for several days and nights, and is called,

® Ruports, Arcli, Survy Indis, Vol VIIT; pp. 179-180.
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aecording to its duration, whordira (one day and night), okiabbis-
prahar (3 days and nights), panchardira (6 days and nights) and
nabardéra (9 days and nights). The people of the Rark desh, of
which Bankurd forms part, are, it may be added, famous jatrd
performers, and the inhabitants of Bishnupur are partioularly
musical,

. The population is & mixed one, including pure Hindu castes
of Aryan descent, semi-aboriginals recently admitted in the pale
of Hinduism, and pure sboriginal tribes. The following account
of the general conditions prevailing is quoted from an article by
Mr, R. O. Duit, “The Aboriginal Element in the Population
of Bengal” (Oaloutta Review, 1882), which is especially appli-

- cable to this distriet. “ Living in the same district, and often in

the eame village, the Mindu and the semi-Hinduized sboriginal
nevertheless present differences in their habits and ways of living
whmh cannot but strike even the most carcless observer. Belief
in & highly developed religion and an elaborate superstition has
made the Hindu even of the lower castes timid and contemplative ;
a higher civilization has made him caloulating, thoughtful and
fragal, and a long training in the arts of peace has made him
regular in his habits, industrions in his toil, peaceful in his
disposition. The aaml-nburlglml on the other hand, presents us
with o striking contrast in character in all these respects. He is
of an excitable disposition and seeks for strong excitement and
plamm, he is incapable of forethought, and consumes his
earnings without a thought for the future; he is incapable of
sustained toil, and, therefore, oftener works as a field-labourer
than as & cultivator, Simple, merry in his dmp-mtmn, excitable
by nature, without forethought or frugality, and given to drunken-
ness, the semi-aboriginal of Bengal brings to his civilized home
many of the virtues and vices of the savage aboriginal life which
his forefathers lived. In every village whero semi-aboriginals
live, n separate portion of the village is reserved for them, and the
miost careless observer will be struck withthe difference between

-neatness and tidiness, the well swept, well washed, and well-
. thatched huts of the Hmdu neighbourhood, and tha migserable,

dirty, ill-thatched huts of the Bauri Pdra or the Hari Pard,
If a cow or o pig dies in the village, it is flayed, and the meat
carried home by the Muchis or Bauris, while the Hindus turn
aside their face and stop their nose in disgust when pnsmng
neaf such scenes. If there is an outstill in the village, it is in
the Bagdi Pard or in the Bauri Para; it is thronged by people

. of these castes, who spend their miserable earnings here, ragardlasa
. of their ﬂLthatahpd. huts and their ill-fed children,
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#The mass of the Hindu population are dead against drink
and drunkenness; their thrift and habitual forethought, their
naturally sober and contemplative turn of mind, as well as
their religious feelings, keep them quite safe from contracting
intemperate habits. A few educated young men and a larger
number of the upper classes may get nddioted to drink, but the
mass of the working olasses, the frugal and caleulating shop-
keeper, the patient and hardworking Sadgop or Groild, the humble
and lsborious Kaibartta, all keep away from drink. The boister-
ous merriment that is caused by drunkenness is foreign to their
quiet, sober nature, and if a very few of them drink, they drink
quietly at home before they retire at night. Far different isthe
case with the semi-Hinduized sborigines. Barbarians hanker
after strong excitements and boisterons joys, and nowhere is
drunkenness so universal as among barbarians. The Bauris, - the
Bagdis, the Muchis have enough of their old nature in them to feel
a ¢raving for drink, and the outstill system with the cheapening
of epirits has been a boon to them. When spirit was *dear,
they made themsslves merry over their pachwdi; dnd now that
ppirit is cheaper, they take to it naturally in preference  to
pachwdi, Of the numerous outatills and paekiwdi shops in Burdwin
and Bankurd that we have visited, we have not seen one which
did not mainly depend for its revemue on sémi-sboriginal
consumers, Vve ngver saw one single Hindu among the orowds
of people assembled in liguor or peshwdi shops; -when the
Hindu does drink, he sends for the drink, and consumes it
at home. ' ' C .3

“The distinetion between Hindus and the - semi-Hinduired
aborigines is no less marked in the position of their women,
Nowhere, except in towns, are Hindu women kept in that absolute
seclusion which Musalmin women delight in. In villages the
wives and daughters of the most respectable and high caste Hindug
walk with perfect freedom from house to house, or fo the tankor .
river-side for their ablutions. Respectable women go veiled, while
those of the lower classes go without veil or oply half veiled.. 'No |
respectable woman will speak o, or can be accosted by a stranger,
while even among the lower class Hindu women, except when
verging on old age, fow will often speak to strangers. These
yestrictions entirely disappear in the case of the semi-Hindyised
aborigines.. Their women have the perfect freedom of women. in;

-Europe.,: Young wives, as well as elderly widows, walk without

the apology of a veil through the strests or the village bazar
they will talk to any one when necessary ;. and being naturally of.
merry, lively dispositions, they chat and laugh gaily g8 they -pag:.
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through the most crowded streets. The young Tanti or Chhutar
women, the Kumhir or the Kamir’s wife, will often stand aside
when & stranger is passing hy the same road, but custom imposes
no such rule of modesty on the women of the Bauris, Bauf, if the
semi-aboriginal women enjoy the perfect freedom of Iuropean

‘women, they have often to pay dearer for their liberty. House-

-hold work is the lot of Hindu women, but the semi-aboriginal

women must do outdoor work also. Wives na well ns widows,
mothers and daughters, are all expected to work in the field or at
the village, tank or road, and so eke out the miserable incomes of
their husbands, sons or fathers. When a road is constructed by

‘Government or o tank execavated by a village zamindér, Banri
men and women work together, the mon using the spades and
the women cnrrying the earth in baskets. Wives offen carry
things for sale to the village market, while husbands work in
the fleld; the Bauri women of Bankuri are the best coolies for
carrying luggage or portmanteaus, often twenty or thirty miles
in & day.

#There is & curious distinetion made in field labour among
the semi-aboriginal tribes. Ploughing and sowing are the duties
of men, transplantation and weeding are the duties of women.
When the seedlings are grown in the nursery, and the fields are
well ploughed and prepared for receiving the ecedlings, the work
of the men has censed for a time. To take the seedlings to

.the field and to plant them there in sand or knee-deep water, is
the work of the women. They are said to be more proficient in
their light but tiresome work than men, and some women are so
proficient, that they will not work for others at daily rates of
wages, but will earn much more by taking contracts for definite
areas, which they will plant with seedlings in a wonderfully
short time. In the fertile valley of the Kasai, in the district of
Bankura, we have seen rice-fields stretching one after the other for
miles together, and all under transplantation. Bauri and other
semi-aboriginal women are seen by the hundred engaged in this
work, -standing in the midday sun, in wind or water, planting the
seedlings with surprising nimbleness, or resting for a whtla, and
gaily chatting with each other with that lightness and ]oyausnaas
of heart. which never deserts them. When the corn is ripe,
the tougher work of reaping belongs to man, though we have
‘sometimes seen women take a part in it also. For the rest,
the lob of these semi-aboriginal women is not a hard one, to
judge from their healthy appearance and their merry faces, but
when the hushands get drunk, as they do as often as they can,
thie "wives, ‘we fancy, have a bad time of it, and ‘wife-beating
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is very much worse among the semi-aboriginal castes than
among Hindus,

“In their social and religious ceremonies the semi-Hinduized
aborigines are every day being drawn oleger to Hinduism.
The more respectable and advanced among them may indeed
bo said to have adopted Hinduvism in all its main features,
while oven the most backward oastes have adopted some Hindu
mml? i
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R

THE SANTALS OF BANEKURA.

Tre Santals in this distriot number 105,682—n total excoeded
only in three other distriots, viz., Manbhiim, Midnapore, and the
Bental Parganns, Though far away from the main body of the
race, they have preserved many of ite dietinobive oustoms, and the
old tribal life has to a cerfain extent remained intactk. They
suffer, however, from the disadvantage of living outside the Santal
Parganas, in which special laws have been introduced to protect
the simple cultivators from Hindu mahdjans and to secure them in
poesession of their lands, For want of such protection, most of
the villages in the south and south-west of the district, which until
perhaps 20 or 30 years ago almost invariably belonged to Bantals,
have passed into the possession of Hindu money-lenders; and it
is doubtful if the mahdjan hns not obtained a fooling in the fow
villages that are still purely Bantdl. It is true that Santils still
cultivate the village lands, but instend of paying a nominal rent,
they now have to make over half the produce of their fields to
their landlord, and instead of having a permanent right in the
land, they are merely annual temants.

In epite of this, the character of the Bankwrd Santél has not
yet been altogether spoiled. He may be described as naturally a
brave but shy child of the jungle—simple, truthful, honest and
industrious—befors he is brought into contact with alien influences
and taught to cheat, lie and steal, Even now, it is & somewhat
instruotive fact that, whereas in a Hindu village agricultural
implements have to be carefully housed every night, if they are
to be available for the next day’s labour, the Santal villager
leaves his goods and chattels lying about anywhere, confident
that the trust he reposes in his meighbours will not be abused.
In Hindu villages again the cultivators find it necessary to ereot
shelters, and to wateh their ripening crops throughout the night,
in order to prevent the theft of ears of grein. But the Santal in
& purely Bantil village never dreams of watching for anything

For this account of the Bankurd Santila T am indebled to o note kindly coms
Ill'ﬂniuhli:'b; the Revd, G Woodlord of the Wesleyan Mission at Sarengs.
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but a behr or a wild pig, both of which are apt to play havoo
with the little patoh of sugarcane that seoures the few mmple
luxuries of the household.

As o oultivator the Santil may not be able to compete with
the Bengali in raising the better kinds of rice, but on high rough
jungle lands he is mueh more expert, He hos a peoulinr skill in
converting jungle and waste land into rice flelds, and is as much
an enemy of jungle as he is of wild beasts. Nor is the latter
chargoteristio unnatural, for apart from the damage cansed by
béar and wild pig, leopards often cause him heavy loss, constantly
oarrying off pigs, goats and calves, and not infrequently attacking
cows and bullocks as they graze in the jungle. In spite of such
drawbacks, many Santils, although possessing very little good rice
land, manage in good years to live fairly comfortably on their
crops of maize, kodo, til, linseed ond mustard, produced on land
that the Bengali oultivator would never attempt to cmltivate.
Many of the men too are expert weavers, making their own
primitive looms. A little patch of cotton surrounds almost evéry
house, and when the women of the family have picked, cleaned and
gpun 1t into thread, the head of the household will sit down to
weave the cloth for the family for the ooming year, And good
strong material he produces—not so showy as the imported cloth
worn by Bengali women and girls, but oftén lasting twice as long,
The men, as o rule, ars content with a small loin cloth, but the
women are invariably clad decently in a sdri somp 15 feot long,
This they do not wear over the head like their Bengali sisters, but
in graceful folds over their shoulders. The women are exceed-
ingly fond of flowers, and whenever possible, wear one stuck in
their hair, which is arranged in a knot at the back of the head.

Practically all the simple necessaries of the Santal’s life are
" produced on his own land, He grows his own tobacco ; he makes
his own oil, which is used for ancinting the body as well as for
cooking ; and most of the spices required for his ourry and all his
vegetables are home-grown, His intoxicants—and he unfortu-
nately gets through a good deal in the course of the year—he can
purchaso cheaply at the Government shop ; bub the rafi liquor is
not to his taste and the foree of habit is atmng, go that very
frequently the old rice liquor (hdnria), prepared in the old way, 18 -
still his most usual means of banishing dull care. I’mntma.lly,
the only t]:mg that a fmly well-to-do Santil villager roquires to
purchase is salt, and this is paid for in kind,—it may be by rice,
or by the dried flowers of the mahud tree, or by any other COm
modity of which he happens to pnamu more than his fmml}r will

require for their own use,
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- - Many of the Santals’ are now labourers pure and simple,
having no land at all. These are much sought after by the
managers of coal mines and fon gardoens on account of theit
induslry and endurance. They prefer, however, to remain in the
land of their birth on a much lower wage than they might earn
elsewhere ; for in Sarengd the cooly earns only 9 pice & day and
the kdmin or fomale labourer 6 pico, and they have to keep them.
pelves, whereas near Caleutta men and women can esrn 4 annas
or even more & day in addition to being provided with food.
Btill, at certain seasons of the year thousands of Bantdls may be
geen leaving the district in order to obtain work in the fields some
five or gix days’ journey to the east. Often some of the members
of the smaller ocultivating families go eastward for two or three
months in the year, and they usually return with enough cash not
-only to pay the rent for their land, but also to clear off any little
shop debta that the old folk at home may have inourred.

They still largely talk Santili, a langnage which has been
reduced to writing only in recent years. This language, however,
is not taught in the schools in the distriet, and the boys and girls
are handicapped badly in having to take their examinations in
Bengali. In spite of this, they often manage to hold their own
in competition with Bengalis of equal age, and one boy trained
in the Wesleyan Mission schools passed the Entrance examination
in 1907. But what is perhaps even more encouraging is the fact
that in eome villages there are mow a number of fairly well
educated Santals—intelligent, sober, thrifty cultivators of the soil,
ngainst whom the wiles of the money-lender should have small

chance of success.
‘The Santsls have a well-established and fairly complete.

+ gystem of gelf-government. The headman of each village, who is

known as the Manghi,is in théory the owner of the village lands,

and alone has the power of offering the village sacrifices; when

engaged in his priestly work, he is known as the Liage. The
Mdnghi has three men to assist him in looking after the social and
religious welfare of the villagers, known as the Jog-Manjhi, the
‘Paramanik and the Kotal. All four offices are hereditary, and
theit inonmbents are responsible for. the due performance of all
village ceremonies, such &8 those observed at birth, marriage and
death. They give moral instruction to the young, advice to the
perplexed, -consolation to the bereaved, and, according to their
light, exideavour to do good to their village. Over each group of
villages there is an officer known as a Parganast, to whom an
appeal can at any time be made. Should his decision be disputed,
a final appeal lies to the whole body of Parganaits. These
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mestings of Parganaits usually take place at night ab some
one or other of the great hunts, when perhaps 6,000 or 8,000
men cemp out in the jungle at some particulsr spol, to which
they have come from all quarters of the compass. Except for
disputes about land, it is seldom that any dissgreements which
may arise find their way into the law courts. But the gradual
dispossession of their headmen from their lands and the growing
power of the Hindu mahdjans in their villages are tending to
lessen the power and influence of the Bantfl tribunals, 8till, as
they alone possess, and are likely to continue to possess, the
power of outeasting members of the tribe, and thus cutting
a man off from all gocial snd religious contact with his fellows,
it is unlikely that it will ever be possible to neglect their
influence in dealing with the Santil either as an individual or
a people.

The internal structure of the race is also well preserved.
They are divided ‘into 12 fribes or septs, each distinguished by
its ewn family name. Marriage in the same sept is siriotly
forbidden, and it is probably this fact that is largely responsible for
the fine physique of the race. The practice of infant marriage
is & growing one, but it is at present far from being customary
in this district. Sometimes, when the first wife is childless,
& Bantil will marry a second wife, but polygamy is very. unusual,
It also happens sometimes that a young wife rans away from her
mother-in-law's house back to her father’s home; and should
she repeat the offence a few times, the price paid toharhm[y
will probably be returned to her hushand sad the
dissolved. But her value in the marriage market will have been
considerably reduced by her independent conduct. The Santdls,
like the Hindus, burn their dead. But the burial ceremony is
not completed, nor the happiness of the released spirit ensured,
until & small portion of the skull has been carried by a friend of
the departed to the banks of the Dimodar (the sacred ri?al' o‘f
the Bantals) and cast into its waters.

The religion of the Santals is of a primitive nature, 1£a main
feature being sacrifices made to a number of village and house-
hold deities. The village -deities reside in the satred sal trecs:
usually found near the head of the village street, although at
times only & stone is found indicating the spot where the trees
onoo stood. The houschold deities nre supposed to reside in
little. apartment reserved for their use in every house, however
small. Grain and other things are often stored in this apartment,
but it is o eacred spot, all the household sacrifices being made at
the entrance to it, and no female from any other house may
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ever enter it. The names of the household deities are kept
gecret, and are known only to the head of the family, Generally,
smong the village deities the epirit of the founder of the
village, and among the family deities those of departed ancestors
are worshipped. The saorifices wusually oconsist of chickens;
but not infrequently goats, and ot times even cows, are offercd,
whilst one of the Bantal deities has a special prefexence for the
flesh of the pig. The flesh of the animals offered to the deities
is consumed by the sacrificers and their friends, and the feast is
almost invariably ncoompanied by drinking and dancing.

A strong belief in witcheraft is firmly established ; and the
faot that the fomale mombers of the community are suppnmmi to
have the power of becoming witches is probably, in part at
least, acoountable for the high esteem in which they are held hy
the men of the tribe. Bhould eickness or misfortune pvertake
anyone, resource is had at once to a Kabirdj (literally, a doctor),
one of whom is found in every village, This celebrity has the
power of divination by means of sa/ leaves, When consulted, he
takes two leaves and rubs oil on them ; then he presees them
together ; and afterwards he separates them and studies the marks
made by the oil. TFrom these he is able to say whether the
misfortune is due to sickness pure and simple, or to an evil
gpirit, or to the malevolence of a witch, If it said to be
due to a witoh, this is supposed to be outside the domain
of the Hubirdjs, and resource is had to the Jan or witch
dootor, who alone can pronounce suthoritatively whether any
misfortone is due to witcheraft, and alone can locate the witch,
The latter is & much more dreaded foe than a mere spirit, for
the latter can be exorcized by a Kabirdj, whereas all that one can
do with & witch id to use moral suasion, the most effective form
of which is believed to be corporal chastisement. The Jdn also
has the power of divining from ed! leaves, but the seevet of his
greatness—and he is indeed great in the Santal world—lies in the
fact that he is a epirit medium and that his pronouncements are
made when he is under intense spiritual inﬂuansm, when, as the
Santal tells you, the wwniiy has taken possession of him, In
almost every village there are ono or two men who possess the
power of putting themselves under the influence of certain
epirits, and their aid is frequently songht in the village eacrifices
snd “ceremonies,” But their influence is trifling compared with
that of the Jan, who is often resorted to not only by Ea.ntala, but
aleo by low caste Hindus, many of whom firmly believe in his
pawer of casting’ out the demon of cholera from any vﬂlaga

that-may be nt’tagked,l
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Hook swinging ‘was, until the last few jears, practised in
many of the villages near Sireng#, and is still praotised in spite
of the efforts which have been made to suppress if, but it is
seldom that a Europesn can get news of it. The Santils were
as eager to swing as the Hindus, and at one festival some four
years ago there were six swings kept busy from early morning
antil the sun was well nigh overhead. So anxious were the
people to secure their turn that frequently two men were lashed
together on to the arm of the revolving ecross bar, to swing
sospended with all their weight token by a couple of hooks
ingerted into the muscles of their backs,

The chief amusements of the people are dancing, hunting
and cock-fighting ; and among these dancing has a foremost place
a8 the national pastime of this primitive people, Generally, but
not invariably, only the women and girls dance, and the men
play the part of musicians. The women range themsslves in a
large cirole, sometimes two or three rows deep, standing shoulder
to shoulder ; and half face the centre of the cirele, in which the men
career wildly about, beating the national drums (ndgrd) and
marking time for the dancers, who move gracefully in a stately
fashion round and round the cirele, slightly advancing and refiring
the while, The dance is & harmless and even pretty pastime in
itself, but unfortunately it is nssociated with drinking and its
consequent vioes. Hvery now and again the dancers break forth
into & weird plaintive kind of chant, somewhat startling when
heard for the first time, but noc at all unpleasant. All the
Santals’ musio appears to a stranger to be like a wailing funeral
dirge, but it possesses a certain fascination of ifs own.

Hunting is another favourite amusement and is practised on
a large scale every year in the month of April, i¢., as soon as the
adl troes have shed their leaves and progress through the jungle
is practicable, and before the work of rice caltivation begins in
earnest., The men then swarm throungh the jungles .in their
thousands, with their dogs, their bows avd arrows, their axes and
spears, and woe betide the hare, the jungle-fowl, the peacock, or
the deer that orosses their path. Bhould a leopard charge the
line, he may manage to kill or maul one or two of the hunters,
but the Bantil's bow and the spear almost invariably prevail in
the end; and when the hunt is over, his skin stuffed with straw
will probably be carried round in trinmph from village to village,
and the fortunate slayer of the common foe congratulated and’
feasted.

Cock-fighting s exceedingly popular, and nearly every large
Santal village has its own appointed day osch week for the
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mrgl Taurd as it is called. Often five or six pairs of cocks are
fighting at onoce, in the centre of a ring of some 200 men,
usually squatting on the ground, who are keenly excited in the
issue of any fight in which their own or their partioular friends’
cocks sre engaged, but take little interest in the others. Bpurs,
consisting of keen ourved blades, are lashed on to the legs of the
cocks by the master of the ceremonies, who gets o log of each oock
that is despatched. These ensure a quick termination of the
fight, one rush of the combatants often being emough to bring

it to a close.
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CHAPTER IV,

POUBLIC HEALTH.

Ix the western portion of the distriet the climate is dry and,
on the whole, healthy, The greater portion of the country is
high and undulating, the soil is porous and well-drained, and
the people euffer comparatively little from malarial affections.
Towards the east of the Bishnupur subdivision the land is low-
lying and badly drained, and the climate is unhealthy and mala-
rious, This tract adjoins the malarious parts of the Burdwiin and
Hooghly distriots ; and it is noticeable that when the Burdwin
fover was introduced from the adjoining théinas of Galsi and
Khandghosh in Burdwén, it caused a heavy mortality here,
while its westward progress was cheoked on reaching the high
ground in the west of the sabdivision. The thinas of Indss
and Kotalpur are particularly unhaa.lthy, extensive areas being
water-logged, while the country is studded with large tanks
containing unwholesome water, from which the people obtain ﬂ'len'
drinking supply.

Cinsary,

. Previous to 1892, there were several changes mthaaystam?:rm
of registering births and deaths, In 1869 the duty of reporting ;" oo

deaths was imposed on the village chaukiddrs, and in 1876
the system was extended to births ; but the returns received were
g0 incomplete that they were soon disconfinued, and, except in
towns, deaths alone were registered until 1892, when the collec-
tion of statistics of births as well as of deaths was ordered, and
the system now in voguo was introduced. Under this system
vital occurrences are reported by the claukiddrs to. the police, and
the latter submit monthly returns to the Civil Surgeon, by whom
statistics for the whole distriot are prepared. The statistics thus
obtained are sufficiently acourate for the purpose of caleulating
the approximate growth of the population and of showing the
ralative healthiness or unhealthiness of different years; but little
reliance can be placed on the classification of diseases to which
deaths are attributed, owing to want of medical knowledge on

= = = =

the part of the reporting agency, which causes the chaukidar to

regard fover as & goneral canse of death, =

o ew sm b w e aedd
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The statistics shew that the population is steadily growing,
largely because the Burdwiin fever epidemic has died out.
Throughout the nine years onding in 1901 the recorded birth-rate
exceeded the death-rate, in spite of the faot that between 1894
and 1807 the mortality was comparstively high owing to the
unusual prevalence of cholera, and that the distriot was visited by
famine in 1897, The ovidence of a growing population supplied
by these returns is confirmed by the consus statistics, which show
that the population increased by 4 per cent, since the comsus of
1891. The returns for’ the subsequent seven years 1001-07 make

" it olear that this progress has been maintained, the number of

recorded births exceeding the number of deaths by 42,000,
The increase is greatest among aboriginal races, such as Santils
and Bauris, and no one who has seen o Santdl villege and
witnessed the swarms of healthy young children would be surprised
‘gt this. Bantfls and Bauris, moreover, are said not to suffer from
fover and other diseases as much as the better castes of Hindus,
probably owing to the healthier lives they live, to their residence
in the west of the district; and to their stronger diet, which often
vonsists of fowls dnd goats, and among Bauris of pigs.

The highest birth-rate returned since the present system of
reporting births and deaths was introduced was 41'18 per mille
in 1899, and the lowest was 24'19 per mille in 1892; but there
is doubt about the ncouracy of the latter figure, for the system
now in vogue was only introduced in that year, and sines then the
birth-rate has never been less than 3256 per mille. The highest

" death-rate hitherto returned is 34'33 in 1907, and the lowest is

Parwor-
PAL
DISEASES,

Favor.

Malarial
fevors,

, 1879 per mille in 1898,

' According to the returns submitled year after yoar the
mortality from fever is far less then in other parts of Bengal,
the death-rate never having been higher than 28'58 per mille
{in 1907), while it has been known to fall as low ai 12:78 per mille
(in 1898). After allowing for the fact that the chauliddar, who
reports the deaths, is apt to include a number of other diseases,
in which the temperafure rises to any height, under this head,
it is clear that Banknrd is far less subject to fever than the water-
logged tracts further to the east. The following account of the
types of fever found in the district has been contributed by the
Civil Burgeon, Dr. V. L. Wattas, -

The types of fever prevalent in the Bankura district may be
divided into two groups—the malarisl and the non-malarial.
Malarial fovers are found chiefly in the eastern thiinas of Indas and
Kotalpur, which adjoin the district of Burdwin, In these tracts
the soil is alluvial, the countyy is- flat and-badly drained, and
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there are numerous filthy tanks, some of which were originally
excavated from motives of piety, but have been neglected owing
to the diffioulties incidental to divided ownership, while others
are used for the purpose of irrigation in seasoms of drought.
Anopheles mosquitoes, which transmit malaria, breed in the
stagnant water of many of these tenks and also in the rice-felds,
which are likewiss respomsible for the propagation of malaria.
In the western portion of the district malarial fevers are
comparatively rare, owing Lo the undulating character of the land
and the pervious nature of the soil, which lend themselves to
effioient drainage; but, of late years, large tracts have been brought
under cultivation by a process of levelling and manuring, which
favours the stagnation of water, and here malaria has made its-
appearance. The malarial fevers observed in the district are of
two varieties—the intermittent and the remittent. In the former,
the fever alternates with periods of remission, and the typical
cold and eweating stages are well marked ; whils in the latter
the temperature never comes down to normal, but the fever
*  shows two distinot exacerbations and remissions during the day. .
Both these varieties of malarial fever are amenable to treatment
by quinine; and if attended to early, organic ocomplications
geldom oocur, 3 :

The non-malarial fevers are principally seen in the western Noa.
portion of the distriot, where the porous laterite soil and the Jbitdisl
undulating nature of the country are unfavourable to water-
logging. The following are the types commonly met with,
Heat fever (locally called drkaiya fever, as it lasts two and
a half days) ocours in the hot manths of the year and is charao-
terized by a sudden accession of pyrexia, the temperature often
rising as high as 105°F. and coming down to normal after
two days or so without any treatment. The dry heat resulting
from the radiation of the rocky laterite soil and the use of
water impregnated with peroxide of iron which permeates it,.
oause constipation and congestion of the liver,*and give rise to a.
romittent type of fever, which, unlike malarial fevers, does not.
respond to, quinine, but yields, usually in the course of & fortnight,
to cholagogue remedies, partionlarly calomel. Enterio fever is  ®
common in the municipal towns of Bankuri, Bishnupur and
Sonfmukhi. It ocours chiefly in the neighbourhood of flthy
drains, and iz also seen in persons living mear tanks containing
decomposing vegetable matter, This fover usually lests from
three to six weeks, and about half the cases prove fatal. Ifis
often complicated with walaria, Many cases of so-called fever
and dysentery, or remittent fever, are really cases of enterfo.
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Derangements of the stomach and bowels caused by worms or
food disorders in children give rise to some kinds of low fever.
Meningilis ocours as an independent affection in children, and
in adults complication of fever. Cnscs of cerebro-spinal fever
ara not uncommon in persons who live in o viliated atmosphere,
and have been particularly noticed in dwelling-houses adjoining
cafile-sheds and dung-hills. The disease is almost invariably
fatal. - '

At the change of seasons, particularly from tho rainy to the
cold wenther, catarrh, bronchitis, oto,, often give rise to confinued
fovers, which- ressmble influenza, Thesds seasoral fovers are
chiofly due to great variations in the temperaturo common ot such
periods of the year, especially the sudden. fall in the temperature
after sunset, against whioch the scanty clothing of the peopleis a
poor protection. Filariasis manifested by swollen extremities is
associated with a form of fever which chiefly comes on at night.
This disease is cansed by the bite of the oulex mosquito, which
abounds in tanks, droins, ote, Ilephantinsis is moro common

.in the western than in the eastern part of the district, and is
often, mistaken for agne. The congestion of the nasal mucous
membrane, which is exoeedingly common hers, somelimes gives
rise to o fever called wasta fevor, the symptoms of which are

-~ heaviness in the head and unensiness along the muscles of the

napo of the neck. This condition is speedily relieved by
puncturing the mueous membrane of the mnose, aided by a
brisk saline purge. Among the miscellaneous olass of fevers
may be’ mentioned the septio fever of childbed, caused by
the dirty practices of fhe didis or nabtive midwives and the
ineanitary surroundings of the lying-in room, snd pleurisy, .
peritonitis, eryeipelas, tuberculosis, eto,, in all of which fever
is a symptom. Many cases of so-called ague have been really
ocnses of phthisis. ; : ; e
+ - Oholera is almost always present in a sporadio form, and
sometimes becomes epidemia, the worst epidemic on record being
that which ocourred in 1897, when 3-30 per mills of the popula-
tion died of this disease. The main source of cholera is the bad
supply of drinking water in some places. The common practice
is-for the people to obtain their drinking water from tanks which
are.unprotected and are frequently polluted, open air deleecation
along the banks being o common practice. .
_-Small-pox is also oconsionally epidemie, especially in thinas
Bishnupur and Son&mukhi, where it broke oot in a virulent form
in 1901 . As & rule, however, there are no serious epidemics,
for except in that year and in 1902 the death-rate due to this
L
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enge has nover been as high as (0+50 per mille since the present - -
gystem of mortuuy returns was introduced. ’
. Leprosy is exceedingly common in Bankura, the census of I“"“"‘t
1901 showing that no less than 367 per mille smong males and

168 per mille among females are lepers. Bavkurd, in_fact,
enjoys the unenvialle reputation of barbouring a greater number

of lepers in proportion to its population than sny other tract in

the whole of India, The couses of its excessive prevalence ia

this district are not known, Fopular belief has it that leprosy is
contagious and hereditary, and that the exoéssive use of unwhole-

some meat is the principal cause of the disense ; the large number

of lepers among meat-enters is quoted in support of this belief.

It sdems at least certain that'the disease is most prevalent among

the labouring classes, and especially among Muhammadans;

Bauris, and ‘other aboriginal tribes, who are meat-eaters, The

theory that it is due fo the use of badly cured fish does not find
corroboration in this distriot, for very little fish is imported and -

it enters but slightly into the diet of the people. Mr. B. De,

formerly District Magistrate of Bfinkurf, conjectured that the .
people of this part of the country must be specially liable'to the

disense, and pointed out that in Khulnd he found leprosy more

common among the Bunfs, who had gone there from Bankurd

and the adjoining districts, thin among the indigenous inhabi- -

tants, No conneotion, moreover, can be traced with cholera, for

although leprosy is worse in Bankurdi than in any ‘other distriet

in West Bengal, it had the smallest cholera morbuhtjr

 Skin diseases are more numerous than in other parts of Other

" Bengal. Syphilis, dysentery snd diarrheea are-also common, Tisesse.
* Blindness i8 mere prevalent than in most Bengal districts, no

less-than 121 per 100,000 males and 134 per 100,000 femalea-

being returned as blind at the census of 1901, as compared with

the Provineial averages of 95 and 85 respectivaly.

Vaccination is compulsory only within the municipal areas vacorws.
of Bankurd, Bishnupur and Son@mukhi, but is not unpopular ™o
even in the tracts where it is optional. Inoculation, which was
formerly common; has now disappeared; and the people im
general aie gradually appreciating the advantages of vaccination,

as the protection it affords.has practically eradicated epidemics
nf small-pox in some of the towns and larger villages. The
number of successful vacoinations in 1906-07 was 43,769, repre-
genting 41°16 per mille of the population, as compared with the
Proviucial average of 85-56 per mille; while the average annual
number of persons successfully vacoinated during the pre‘mus 5

* years was 36°44 per mille: of the population. . PR e
a2
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There are 9 dispensaries in the district, including a female
dispensary at Bankurd known as the Lady Dufferin Zaniina

. Hospital. Of these, only three, viz.,, the Zanfina Hospital and

the dispensaries at Bankurd and Bishnupur, have acoommodation
for indoor palients. In the Binkuri dispensary 28 beds are
available for in-pabients, viz., 20 males and 8 females; in the
Bishnupur dispensary there are 8 beds for in-patients (6 males
and 2 feniales); while the indoor ward of the Lady Dufferin
Hogspital has 2 beds. The other dispensaries are situated at
Ajodhys, Khatrs, Kotalpur, Maliari, Raipur and Son&mukhi.
There was also o dispensary at Rol, established in 1901, but it
was closed - in the year 1904.

These institutions are gradually gaining popularity, especially
in the malarious tracts adjoining Kotalpur, the peopls generally
being willing to avail themselves of the benefit of the European
gystem of medical treatment, provided it is given free of cost.
‘They are extremely apathetic, however, in subseribing to the
upkeep of the dispensaries, for well-to-do people, who can afford
‘the cost of treatment by a private practitioner, seldom resort to
a.charitable dispensary for medical aid themselves and will not
subseribe for the benefit of others.

. There is a leper asylum in the town of Bankurs, of which the
following meccount has been furnished by the Rev. J. Mitchell,
Principal of the Bankurda Wesleyan College, who is at present
in charge of this institution, Statistics shew that leprosy is
more prevalent in Bankurd and the neighbouring district of
Minbhiim than anywhere elso in India. This fact was brought
home to the Wesleyan missionaries hy the number of lepers that
ware continnally wandering about, begging in the bazar and in
the villages, - In the year 1901, the Rev. J. W. Ambery Smith,
who was then stationed in Bankurs, opened up negotintions
with the Mission to Lepers in India and the Hast; and the
result was that, on an appeal being made, Mrs. Brya.n,‘t lady

" resident in Brighton, offered to build the whole asylum, induding

8 church for Divine worship. This generous offer was accepted.
The work was commenced in 1801, and after six months there
were several buildings ready for the lepers, For several weeks,
no leper came to the asylum, as there was a strong prejudics in

“the minds of the people against an institution established by the
‘missionaries ; but when the ice was broken, the lepers came
‘readily, and ab present (1907) there are 56 male lepers, 43

‘women and 7 childrgn in the leper asylum proper. Two years
later the Edith Home was built by Mr. Jackson, one of the

offjciald of the Leper Mission, ag & memorial to his ahﬂq '];'hu

ol el -
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Home is being used as an asylum for the untainted children of
lepers. There are two departments, one for boys and the other for
girls, and at present there are 10 hoys and 5 girls in residence.
The children aré taught to read and write, and the boys are being
taught useful trades. In the leper asylum the sexes are segre-
gated, the women’s compound being surrounded by a wall.

The eite of the asylum is an excellent one, high, dry and
healthy, ond is situated about 2 miles from the-town. Indeed,
the asylum, especially the church with its red tiled roof, is a land-
mark for miles round. In the centre of the compound is a fine
well with o never-failing supply of pure water. Al the buildings
are kept beautifully clean; the lepers are encouraged to make
gardens for themselves, and those who can work assist in keeping
the compound clean and tidy. Up to the present, the entire cost
of maintenance has been borne by the Mission to Lepers. The
lepers are well fed and happy ; and it is o rare cocurrence for any
of them to run away. They come to the asylum simply becaunse
they wish to come, aod they stay there for the same reason.
Most' of the lepers belong to low caste families, but there are
soveral of high coste, and two are Brihmaos.

’



1] BANEURA:

OHAPTER V.,

AGRICULTURE.

Gmvxmar  AgricunTURAL conditions differ greatly in the east aud west of
sous.  the district. To the east the thinas of Indis and Kotalpur, and
the north of the Sonimukhi thina, are s continuation of the
wide-spread alluvial flats of the Burdwiin and Hosghly GO ———
and are composed of rich recent slluvium. The rest of the
district is, for the most part, undulating or hilly; and the soil is
mainly an infertile laterite, found in a sucwmesion of rolling
with uplands intervening hollows, along which the dreinage runsg
oft ‘to join the larger streams. Large tracls are etill covered
- with hill, rock or jungle, or consist of arid upland ridges; and
s “the lower slopes of these uplands and the depressions-between
i them are practically the only lands on which a wet rice orop
is grown.s ) v
B ; The crops, as & rule, depend almosf.entirely on the monsoon
.-r ; rains, and though the quantity of rainfall is generally sufficient,
' crops are liable to fail more or less When it is unseasomable or
badly distributed, the greatest damage lging cansed by a failure

X of the rains in September and October, when a good supply of
water is needed to mature the ﬁpmﬂﬁ%ﬁpﬂ%
and well-distributed rainfall is especially necessary, because the

country is undulating end the soil porous, thus helping rapid
drainage and percolation, and because there are but few large
works for the storage of rain water.
Rainfall, The distribution of rainfall most favourable to the dman or
2 winter rice, which is thé staple crop, is when premonitory
showers fall in May or early in June. The rain in the
latter half of June and in July should be heavy, and then
" should come an interval of comparatively fine weather, so as .
to permit of weeding- operations being suooessfully earried -
on. The Beptember rains should also be heavy, shading off
into fine weather with showers in October. On the suffi-
ciency of the rainfall in September more than in any other
b month, depends the character of the outturn of this arop.
For the dus or bhiddei rice, showers in March and the ante-
: - monsoon showers of April are very neceseary for the preparation
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of the land. From.April onwards rain is required at froquent
intervals, but should not be copious or continuous. Autwmn rice
is guum-u.l[y sown in. My or caxlior, and consequently heavy rain
ab this time and in the month following is injurious to the sowing
and succossful gormination of that crop, Scattored showers with
intervals of sunshino, on the other hand, are very benofiecial, The
climatio conditions most suitablo to the cullivation of the »abi or
cold wonthor crops aro whon the monscon rains .conso early in
* October, affer thoroughly moistening the ground, and are
followed by a fow sliowers during the remainder of that month
and the first half of November, A little rain in December and
also in January is requisite to enable the erops to attain their full

Arl'..tﬁmal irrigation is necegsary in all parts of the dmfmut
except in the cast. The natural configuration of the country,
which lins an undulating surface intersected by numerous rivers
and streams, ronders the resorvalion of water casy enough by
simply throwing embankments across the drainagoe lines or across
gmall nullahs, These embankments, which are called tandls, are
made ut lovels highor than the flelds to be irrigated, and fheir
main uge is to prévent the monsocon rain draining awaj rapidly
snd to supply® water to the crops in the lands belaw by slow
percolation. There is ample room for the extension of this
gystem. Irrigation from wells is also carried on in the upland
area to a small extent, and from tanks in the alluvial flata to
the east. Canal irrigation is entirely unknown, and would be
impossible except perhaps in thinas Indis and Kotalpur and in
the north of the Sonamukhi thina; elsewhere, the surface is
broken up by low ridges, valleys and hills, which make any
system of canal irrigation impracticable.

About o century ago the Bishnupur Ré&j made o simple but
effective system of irrigation chanmels, called the Subhankari
dawi or khal, in the northern portion of the Sonimukhi-thina
to counteract the natural liability of that area to dronght,
The system consisted .of several main and branch channels, fed
by the monsoon, which irrigatéd about B0 square miles; but
unfortunately many of the channels have long since silted up.
In the famine of 1897 the daurd was partially re-excavated,
and the channel deepened, by taking earth from it for making

road embankments. Beveral important tanks and lindhe were

also constructed in the Gangijalghtiti thina, viz, a dam was built
across the Jeoldjor at the ninth mile of the Gangdjalghati-Saltora
road ; the Kusthal bdndh, Charuri tank, and Vaishnava bandh
were excavated at Baltordi; and much was done fo improve the

InmI-
2] i'l' 1 ﬂ!f
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sacred Siva Gangd tenk at the foot of the Bihfrinath hill, and
also the Krishnapur and Uddhabpur bdndhs. Other minor
sources of irrigation are the Jamund and Krishod bandls, two
artificial lakes at Bishnupur, which supply water to a fairly large
area in the vicinity of the town.

The most important schemes proposed for the improvement
of irrigation are the re-oxeavation of the Subhankari kAdl, the
erection of a.dam ncross the Harinmir kidl in the Bishnmupur
snbdivision, the re-cxoavation of the Mathgods Landh, the ropair
of the Syfimsundarpur landh, snd the cofstruction of o woir
across the Birai river. The re-excavation of tho Subhankari Mial
has been condemned from an engineering point of view, The
re-excavation of the Mathgoda ldndh has boen taken up, under
the supervision of the District Engineer, from a fund raised
by private subscriptions aided by a District Board grant. The
Byamsundarpur Uandh formerly belonged to an indigo concern,
but is now owned by a zamindir in embarrassed circumstances.
It is estimated that the repair of the ldndh would cost about
Ras, 3,000, and that, if repaired, it would irrigate a considernble
BTER. " :
Special attention has lately been drawn to the Birai river
schemo. This scheme provides for the irrigatidh of about 20
square miles from a weir constructed across tho Dirai about
7 miles above its confluence with the Dhalkisor. In the yoar
1901, the late Mr. Maconchy, Buperintending Engineer, made a
preliminary enquiry to ascortain if a canal from the Birai river
ocould be recommended as & protective work. He found that the
catochment area was about 70 square miles, and the conclusions ho
.eame to, which were accepted by Government, were that (1) the
catohment of the stream is so small that in a season of drought the
supply of water would either fail altogether or would be gp small
as to be of very little use; and (2) that there was no prospect
whatever of the canal being remunerative to Government. *The
scheme was therefore regarded as impracticable, It was estimated
that o detailed survey would cost Ra. 4,600. :

Recently efforts have bean made locally fo have this project
taken up, snd the following reply has been given (in March
1908) in_the Legislative Council to & question on the subject :—
# There is no justification for an expenditure of this amount from
the ‘general revenues on work which would be of no practical use.
It will, however, be arranged to have observations made of the
flow of water in the stream to ascertain definifely what area could
be irrigated at o time of drought., On the present information it
would appear that & channel made by the land-owners themselves,
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similar to the pains of which there are so many in the Gayi
district, would be more svitable than a Government canal.”

The soil in the Indfis and Kotalpur thanas and in the north of gous,
the Sonfimukhi thina is composed of recent alluvium, and is loamy
and clayey. Elsewhere, it consists, for the most part, of sandy
loam or a lateritio g-rtwal G-arnemlly gpeaking, the soil of the
high lands (ddngd) is poor, but some varieties of early rice, as well
as maizo and rals erops, sre grown there. The eoil of the low
londs and valleys is generally fertile, as it is enriched by the -
detritus washed down from the higher levels, It is commonly
divided into two classes—(1) sd/, which is resiricted fo the culti-
vatipn of rice, and (2) sund, in which various kinds of orops are
grown, such ns sugarcane, oil-soeds, superior varieties of rice, and,

in the richest soils, tobacco, pdn and vegetables, ' There is this
furthar distinction that sa/i lands are allowed to lie fallow every
third or fourth year, while the suna eoil is never permitted to
remain nnoultivated,

The cultivators themselves recognize & number of In.T.um:
distinotions according to the composition and qua.l.tt_y of the land,
The different classes of land thus recognized are as follows, Sl
land is divided into seven clasees, viz., sali fol, or low marshy rice
land; «dali kan%ili or low rice land bordering ¢n river banks or
marshes, or lying between high lands ; sdli mdih or large flat plains
growing dman or winter rice; sali karpa, or low marshy lands-also
growing dman rice; sdli matidl, or marshy land with a black soil,
used for winter rice ; and sdli garangi, or sloping rice land, i

Sund land again is divided into four varieties, viz., nij sund, or
land growing dws or autumn rice, with a second or winter orop of
pulses or oil-seeds ; sund karpa, or sund lands of the first quality .
growing the finer qualities of rice, sugarcane, cotton, peas, mugtard,

ete.; sund ikshu, or sund land particularly suifed for sugarcane
nnlhmh.nn, but also growing rice of good quality, ﬂﬂtton, pulses,
eto. ; sund do karpa,or land growing two superior crops in the year,
) Thm'a are five classes of ddngd or high land, viz,, je ddnga or
high dry land growing pulses, hemp and oil-seeds ; 76 ddnga-or
high dry land producing {il; kalsi edngd, or high dry land on
-which the pulse called iri kalai is grown ; sarishd dangd, or high
dry land producing rarishd or mustard ; and masurs dangd, or high
dry land producing maswri kalai, snother kind of pulse.

Other varieties are je Larpa or cotton land ; bdstw, or land
upon which the homestead is built; udbdstu, or land surrounding
the homestead; ddusbera, or bumhuu land ; pdn daras, or betel
‘enclosures; &nd bagat, or orchard land, on which fruit frees, Hnﬂh
‘88 mango, guava, jack, ete., are gmm.
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The following table shows the normsl acreage of the -erops of
the distriot and their percentage on the normal net cropped area.

1 — I"i.-rvl'ﬂlﬁ‘.ngvul . Porcenlage
armal | on iormal . orminl | on normal
Nume of erop, agroage, [nok cropped Numo of erop. atrengo. ok cropped
. nTen, . AT,
| Winter riee ., |GO7,000 Bt || Summer Fleo .. 80O i
Bngoreano o | 16,000 3 || Wheat .., i B, 600 1
<l Horley .., - 8,800 1
Total aghani crope| 622,000 &7 || Uran ,, i 6,600 1
| Other radi eo.
Antamn riea ... | 21,000 & reals mnl pulses 0,000 B
Jowdr . nin 00 - hfll.hur rabi fond
Hafra .. we | 1,100 i CTaye L., el 8,600 1
AMarwd .. we | 8,600 1 || Livnseed 1,000 s
Indinn corn ... | B,400 1 | Bape and s
tard ... 7,400 1
| Other Wadod coro- i {ﬂ:l‘ie 2,700 ik
ale and pulses 2,000 | Other 1- lumh 8,000 1
Tubneen 1,600 -
T (bhadot) 4,700 1 || Late cotbon ,,, 2,000
Other bhadoi non- Other rabi non-
food eropa . | 1,200 - food crope .. 1,000 ]
Total bhdded crops) 42,200 7 || Total rabi crops | 68,200 10
Twicecropped aren) 80,000 6 || Orchords nod gor-
Forant we | 89,000 16 don preduce ... | 8,000 1

The above statistios will show that the staple crop of the dis{riet
is rice, of which there are two main classes, viz,, dwan or winter
tice, and dwus or sutumn rice. Awmian riee, which prodominates to

the'exclusion of other crops, is sown in April or May, transplanted -

in July or August, and reaped about December. No loss than 21
prindpal varieties are grown, The dus or autumn rice is sown
broadoast on the fields in May, and reaped in September; it is of
two varieties, viz, dus proper and kelash.

For an dman rice crop tho soil requires to be ploughed fuur.

times before tho sowing of the seed. The first ploughing takes
place early in February or March, and {he three following ones
between that time and Aungust, anunrding a8 the season is wet
or dry. The process of sowing, weeding and reaping is the same
here as in other parts of Bengal. A small ridge or embankment
is raiséd round each plot or field after the ground is considered
sufficiently plonghed ; the cultivator then lets in water from the
tank, reservoir, or Jammed-up water-conrse from which he obtains
his water-supply. This water is allowed to stand some time, to
assist in deenmposing the stubble or roots of the previous year,
and to ‘incorporate them, and the manure they form, more closely

3 "
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with the soil. The ground then recpives its final ploughing, after

- which it is harrowed and levelled, and the eeed is sown, About
two months after the sowing, the young plants are transplanted
into other plots, at regular intorvals apart. While the plant is
still young, the-earth is gently loosened round the roots by hand,
or sometimes more roughly by the plough. The crop-is kept
carefully weeded ; and’ when nearly ripe, s bamboo is lnid horizon-
tally on the ground and drawn over the plants, thus laying them
down regularly in one direction. The erop is reaped in December
and January, and bound up in small bupdles. It is subsequently
either beaten out on a board by ‘men or trodden out by cattle,
Buch of the stubble as may not be required for other purposes is
left on the ground to rot and renovate the land.

The only other important aghani crop is sugarcans, which msugmun
sown in April or May and out in the following February or
March. The fields are ploughed and manured in either of the
firat two months, and when the ground .is sufficiently prepared, .
the cane cuttings are dibbled in. They are kept well irrignted
during the dry months, the ground being weeded as occasion
requires, and the canes are ready for cufting in the fpl]uwing
February or March,

., The normal area of liddoi eropa is 42,200 acres or 7 per ﬁsnt. Trhddel
of the net cropped ares, and of this area no less than 21,900 acres orops:
or 4 per cent, are ocoupied by dws or antumn rice. Of other
crops, the most important are maize, marud (Blousing Coracana)

and #4 or gingelly. '

Rabi crops account for 63,20{3 pores or 10 per cent. of the Radi
normal net cropped area. Among these wheat, raps, mustard erope,
and other oil-seeds are most important. Other miscellsneous
crops include arhar, peas and gram, all of which are grown on
dry soil.

., Another important crop is pan, which is sown in the month uf Other
TJune or July, the leaves being picked at all seasons of the year “°P*
after the plant is 12 months old. Indigo was formerly grown on

a large seale, but the cultivation has now disappearede nliroly.
Em when it was grown, it was found that the soil was not well

. adapted for it, the produce being less and the plant of a smaller

gize than that grown in other districts,

~ Btatistios showing how greut. the extension of cultivation has Rxzex.
been are not available, but it is known that the oultivation of ::f;;:_
rice has increased considerably within the last half century. by mox.
the reclamation of extensive jungle tracts. This process is still

going on, especially round the villages of the Santals, who are the
natural enemies of jungle, It is the custom to pow the newly
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cultivated lands for two or thres years after reclamation with
inferior crops, as they are notat first capable of producing the -
superior sorts. By this means the lands gradually incresse in
fertility, and become fit for better kinds of grain.

Until recent years but little was douve to improve the quality
of the orops grown, to introduce new ocrops, or to substitute
superior oereals for inferior kinds, The advantages of rotation,
however, are understood, and crops are commonly rotated on all
lands growing sugarcane and other exhsustive crops. A common
method of rotation iz s follows. Adfter outting a crop of sugar-
cane in February or March, the plough is passed through the
field, and a crop of il seed is sown, which is out and garnered
in May or June. The soil is then well ploughed, and in June
or July is sown with dws or antumn rice, which is reaped in
Beptember or October. After the rice crop is off the ground,

" the fleld is again ploughed twice, and a crop of mustard (often

mixed with peas) is sown. These crops ripen and are cut in
January or February, when the fleld is again well manured and
plonghed, so as to be ready for another crop of sugarcane, which
iz planted about April. In some parts cotton alternates with
sugarcane after the muetard is cleared off the ground. Practi-
cally the only manure used is the black mud seraped from the
bottom of tanks, which with asheg and stubble is used for the rice
fields, but cow-dung is sometimes ndded for sund lands growing
more valuable orops.

It is hoped that an improvement in the quality of the crops
and the methods of cultivation will follow the establishment of the
Bankurd District Agrioultural Association. This Association was
gtarted in September 1905, as & branch of the Burdwan Divisional
Agrioultural Association, and the number of membera has now
risen to sixteen, It has shown considerable sctivity since its
establishment, A seed supply branch has been opened, and a large
quantity of selected seeds, manures and improved implements
have been distributed to members and agrioulturists in the distriet,
in some cases free, and in other cases at cost price. Thé Associa-
tion has also published and distributed leaflets in Bengali dealing
with improved methods of cultivation, and has succeeded in
introducing the cultivation of long stapled cotton, of epecisl erops
like groundnut, and of valuable erops like potatoes, and also
the system of green manuring, which hitherto was practically
unknown in the district, Bome of the members have also

“undertaken demonstration work as o means of diffusing agri-

cultural knowledge among the cultivators of their neighbours
hood, and others have availed themselves of the provisions of
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the Land Improvement Loans Aet to improve the means of
irrigation in their estates. The Association has held an agri-’
cultural and industrial exhibition each year since its establishment,
in order to stimulate the agrioulture and industries of the district,
and has also constructed af Binkurd a building containing a
meeting room, a seed store, and a library, in which agricultural
books and papers are kept for the use of the prublm,

The hreeds of cattle, ponies, sheop and goats in this distriet Carres,

are described as being of the poorest kind, the animals being
generally weak, stunted and small. There is ample pasturage in
the west of tha districh, where there are large areas under
jungle, but not in the east, and especially in thinas Indas and

- Kotalpur, In the latter tract the extension of cultivation of

late years has converted the pasture grounds lying on the
outekirts of the villages into paddy fields, and consequently there
is considerable difficulty in feeding the uattla when the eropa '
are on the fields,
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OHAPTER VI.

NATURAL CALAMITIES.

Laanruary Tig distriet is linble to famino owing to its dependernco on the

FAMINE,

TraoTH

LIABLE TO

FAMINE,

rice orop, and fo the absence of a complete system of irrigation
works to counteract the offects of a failure of {he rains, The
normal acreago of the rice erop is no 1éss than 529,000 neres or 88
per cent, of the normal net cropped area, and winter rice alone
ocoupies 507,000 acres or 84 per cent. Though o certain amount

" of artificial irrigation is carried on by means of tanks and of

embankmentas thrown across the line of drainage, the greater
part of the rice crop ia dependent entirely upon the rainfall, and
this must be not only sufficient, but also well-distributed. A
deficient or badly distributed rainfall is specially disastrous to rice,
for the prospects of the carly rice are seriously prejudiced by
scanty rainfall at the boginning of tho monsoon, wililo its
premature termination is injurious to the winter rico orop. If
thers is a failure of both these crops, tho people have little to
gubsist on except maize and inferior millet erops, until the
harvesting of rabi crops in the latter part of March. The rali
crops agein are grown on o comparatively small area, ccoupying
only 10 per cent. of the normal net eropped area, and in & yoar
of short rainfall they are deficient Toth in yield and area, owing
to want of moisture at the time of sowing. The result-is that
if the rice crop fails completely, distress inevitably ensues.

The experience of the last famine, that of 1807, shows that
the tracts most liable to suffer from famine are the Gangajalghati
thana, the north of the Sonamukhi thana, the Chhatni outpost,
the Haipur thina and the Simlapil outpost. The ‘Ganghjalghati
thins consists largely of jungle, with villages and ecultivation
seattered here and there, It comprises two outposts, the Baltora
outpost, which contains hilly country in parts and o considerable
ares of jungle, and the Mejia outpost, which has but little jungle.
The population generally is distinotly poor, the soil is inferior,
and ‘even in ordinary fimes the people are not well-off. There
are no wealthy zamindirs ; and the number of landless labourers,
belonging chigfly to the Bauri caste, is oconspicuons. Rosd
communications are on the whole fair, but the Damodar on the
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north outs off this portion of the district from the railway, The
northern part of the SonAmukhi thina is nearly all under cultiva-
tion, but most of it is very liable to drought. Abont a century
ago the Bishnupur Rij made asimple but effective system of
irrigation channels, callod the Bubhankari duurd, to counteract the
natural tendency of this aren to drought, but the channels have
silted up and bocomo useless, T'he Ohhatna outpost consists, to a
considerable extent, of jungle. The population is poor and has

not many resources, a considerabls number of its inhabitants

being EBantdls and Sémentss; the latter, who call themselves.
Kshatiriyas or Rajputs, are mostly poor, are arverse to work, and

consequently suffer severely in time of famine.

The Reipur thine is a hilly tract mainly under jungle, but is
intersected by the river I{éspi, and contains some large areas of
open country under cultivation. It is badly off fur communisa-
tions, and is practically cut off from the outer world. The old
families of zamndirs, loeally known as Rajfs, have now lost their
lands and been reduced to poverty, but there are a good many
substantial ryots, espocially Brihmans, who claim to be Utlal.
Brahmans who migratel from Orissa. The Simlapil outpost
adjoins Raipur on the east and its physical featurcs are similar,
except That it is not hilly. . It boasts of (wo substantial zamindsirs
known as the Rajis of Simlapil and Bhaldidihi, and the portion
east of the river Silai has good communication with the town of
Bankura, i

It must bo remembered, however, that sinee the famine of

1897 conditions heve been considerably altered. owing to the
construction of the railway through the heart of the district,
Thus, the Chhitni outpost id now intersected by the railway, and
other areas, which were formorely cul ‘off from this means of
transport, have been brought into communication with it by
means of feeder roads. e

The most terrible famine which has visited Bénkwf doring pasne
the last half century was that of 1866, which was due to the°® 180
failure of the winter ¢trop in 18656. The western and south-
western portion of the distriot bordering on Manbhim suffered
severely, but its effects were not felt to any eerions extent- °*
in its north-eastern portion adjoining Burdwén. On the other
hand, there was much distress in and round Bichnupur, which.
at that time contained e “large pépulation of weavers, Deprived
by the gemeral distress of a market for the produce of their
ordinary labour, and unable to compete in fleld work with those
whose daily occupation is agrieultural lnhour, their condition
was specially miserable, 'J;ha agricultural labourers, who. live by.
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daily wages, were but a few degrees better off; even their labour,
when employed, scarcely yielded emongh, for their own sapport
and left no surplus for wife and children.
' Prices had been high in 18G5, and exports had been unusually
heavy, for those who ordinarily kept stocks for their consumption
through the coming year were tompted by the high rates to sell off
what they had. Distress was already noticoable in some parts by
the beginning of 1880, and in February there was a violent
outbreak of cholora at Bishnupur, which was promoted by, if not
divectly due to, the exiremo scarcity of food. The people wore
paralyzed by panic, and poverty-stricken to snch o degree, that
they could not even pay tho cost of burning their dead, and
threw down the corpses outside the town. Irompt measures
were taken, however, for the removal of corpees, and the epidemio
was checked.- In the meantime, distress continued through the
east and the south of the district, and in March the shopkeepers at
Binkuri combined not to sell rice below the rate of 74 standard
seers. Relief works were accordingly started in the town, but
at the end of April they had to be discontinued for want of
funds, ‘Some of the labourers were thereupon sent to work on
the chord line of the East Indian Railway bsyond Rniganj,
but soon returned, complaining that the standard of work was so
high that, in their emnciated condition, they found it impossible
to earn more than two annas a day, a sum which was not suffi-
cient to keep body and soul together at the ruling price of rice.

- At the end of May Mr. W, T, Tucker, the Judge, applied to
Government for a grant in order to carry on relief measures, for
it was found impossible to provide, from local resources, the
relief noceasary to alleviate “the fearful distress prevailing.” A
grant of Rs. 5,000 was given, which was expended on the impor-
tation of rice from Caloutte and its sale at cost [price. These
sales were ocarried on in the town of Bankura from June to
November ab the rate of 10 seers for the rupee, except in August,
when the price was 8 seers per rupee. The necessity of this
relief and the general destitution of the people may be gathered
from the faot that on the 13th July the Committee wrote that
“ thero is mctually no-rice in the Bifinkuri bazar, and people
are entirely supported at present by the rice which they purchase
daily from the Committee,”

‘While these measures were being carried out at Bankura,
nothing was done for a long time at Bishnupur, which at this time _
was under the Subdivisional Officer of Garhbets. Subsoriptions
had been collected, but the Subdivisional Officer made no special
report to the Collector as to the neoegsity of relief work, said



—=

B T

NATURAL CALAMITIRS. a7

that he had no time to look after the work of relief, and admitted
that, although the money collected was lying idle in his hands,
nothing was done from April to July (when he left Garhbeta),
because there was no ageney at Dishnupur capable of carrying
it on, On the 8rd August the Committee learnt that the weavers
of Bishnupur were in terrible state of destitution, and a separate
fund was af once raised for the purpose of enabling them to cany
on their trade, ¥

. Mattors wore oqually bad in the Raipur th@ina to the south-
west, which was then ineluded in the Manbhiim district, Towards
the end of May it was reported that herdly a night passed in
which some house about Raipur was not attacked by large bodies
of armed men and grain plundered, The property stolen consisted
of nothing but food, and any valuables found in & house swere
left by the dacoils as useless. Rice could not be got for love
or monsy; even the better classes were forced to eat majud and -
other jungle produots, while numbers eked out their scanty
subsistence by devouring the gruss of the ficlds. Relief works
were started about the end of this month at different points
between Raipur and Ambikiinagar; but an officer, visitihg the
Ambikinagar depét at the end of August, reporfed that many
would nob come to the centres of zelief through fear that they
might be mede to.work, and thet though the Bantials were
puffering severely, not one was to be seen at the depét, as they
looked upon begging or receiving alms ns more disgraceful than
stealing, According to another account, they would not eat rice
cooked by o Brihman, gnd all the cooks at the depdts were
Brahmans, Whole villages appeared to be depopulated, and rice
was selling at 3% and 4% seers per rupee,

Besides the relief works in this thina, there was o relief depit
at Bankunri, a second 3 miles from the town, and o third st
Bishnupur, In September the incoming of the bhddod harvest
brought down the price of rice to 12 seers per rupee, and
rvelief operations were suspended early in November, except in
Bishnupur, where they were continued till the end of that month.
In meny places, however, the relief had come too late, and
meanwhile the migration, suffering and morality were very

Even ot the end of August, when it was reported that
distress was inoreasing on all sides and that numbers were dying
on the roads from exbavstion, being unable to "reach the
depéts, the applioation of the Committes for another grant of

* .Rs. 10,000 was refused, though a grant of Rs 4,000 was

eventually given in the latter half of Beptember. The efforts
of the Committee, moreover, were mainly concentrated on the
- H
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~ town of Bankurd and its neighbourhood; and as late as

Faunn
o 1874,

SoAROITY
oF 1885,

September 1866, Sir William Hunter on a visit to Bishnupur
wrote:— “1 found Bishnupur, once the most populons place in
Bengsl, o city of paupers.” Between 2,000 and 3,000 persons
were fed daily; but cholera had broken in its most virulent form,
and the relief was not sufficient, * Thirty-five poor wretches
were dying daily of hunger, and multitudes of deserted orphans
were roaming the stroets and subsisting on worms and snails,”*

In the fampine of 1874 relief mewsures were promptly and
thoroughly organized, and the distress was not comparable to that
‘which prevailed in 1866. This famine was due to a failure of
the rice orop in two sucoessive yoars. The outturn of this crop
in 1872 was estimated at only one-half of the avorage, and in
1873 the rainfall waes unseasonably distributed, being scanty in
May and June, excessive in July and Angust, and quite insuffi-
cient in Beptember and October, with the result that the rice crop,
including both dus and dman, gave a little less than half of
the average ontturn. Relief measures had to be undertaken in

March 1874, and by the 1st June 11,000 persons were in receipt

of charitsble reliof, while 3,650 were employed on relief works.
The greatest distress oocurred in July owing to the scanty rainfall,
for onltivation was delayed, the usual demand for Held labour
failed to arise, prices becamo dearer, and private charity ceased to
support the destitute poor, In these ciroumstances, distress spread
fast, and at the end of July over 39,000 persons were in rechipt
of cheritable relief and 4,100 were employed on the relief works.
In the end, however, there was o good oulturn of the rice erop,
and it was found possible to bring relief operations to a close
at the beginning of October, The number of persons relieved
was equivalent to'107,828 persons gratuitously relieved and to
21,365 persons relieved by wages for a period of one month,

In 1885 relief measures were agein necessary. Thers had been
failure of crops more or less pronounced in the two preceding
years, and in 1885 some distress, neoessitating the establishment

‘of systematio relief operations, became apparent. The supply

of food, however, was always plentiful in the market, and prices

“cari hardly be said to have reached famine rates, the highest

price of rics in Bankurd being 16} seers per rupee. The classes
who stood in need of relief were labourers, beggars, and others

‘who, in ordinary times, subsist on the charity of their neighbours ;

and the difficulty lay in the fact thet the failure of the local araps

‘restricted the labour market and forced on Government -the

*F. . Skelne, Zifs of Sir William Wileon Hunter, (1901) pp. 114, 115, °
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- neoessity of providing employment for those whose circumstances

prevented them from migrating in search of work. The distress
was by no means extensive, the highest daily average of persons
receiving charitable reliof being only 2,860 (at the end of July);
and it was found possible to close the relief centros by the end of
September.

The last famine from which the district has suffered wis that
of 1897, In the year 1895-96 the rainfall was very deficient
for the winter rico erop, which in this district is the main food
corop, and the result was a total outburn of only 9% annas of
winter rice for the wholg district. The Bishnupur subdivision,
which' contains the best rice lands in DBankurd suffered most, for
the acreage fell from 185,000 acres in 1894-956 to 70,000 acres
in 1806-96, and the outturn from 16 annas to 7 annas, while in
the tract betwoen the Damodar and Sali river in the Son&mukhi
end Indds thinas the crop was almost a total failure, The head-
quarters subdivision also suffered, tho outturn of the bAddei and
rabi orops being only 10 and 124 annes rospectively, though it
must be remombered that thess crops ccoupy only a small propor-
tion of the aren under cultivation.. The rainfall of 1896-97 was

- again very unsatisfactory for the winter rice crop, the outturn of

which for the whole distriet was estimated at 9 annas or less,
whilo it was only 4 annas in several aress, vis., the western part
of the Gangfijalghtti thina and ite outposts (Baltors and Mejia),
the north of the Sonimukhi thina, the Raipur thina, and the
Simlapal outpost. The great rice producing thinas of Indis and
Kotalpur in the Bishnupur subdivision happily had a compara-
tively good crop of 10 annas each ; but the T'aldingra and Barjord
outposts had only a 6 anna crop and the Chhatni outpost only a

b anna orop. The bhddei orop, however, which consists mainly

of rice, was fully up to the average, the rainfall having omly
failed from about the 19th September, while the unimportant »abi
crop-lind a7 anna outturn,

Not only did the short winter crop of 1896 sucoeed a short ome
in 1895, especially in the north of Sonimukhi and the west of
Gangajalghati, but high prices were caused by abnormal export to
other districts. The result was that, before the end of October
1896, common rice sold at Binkurd ot 10 or 11 seers a rupes,
as against 16} soers in the previous month, 17} seers in October
1895, and 18% seers in October 1894, The remote south-west
corner of the distriet, comprising the Raipur thina and part of
the Bimlapal outpost, did. not suffer, however, from high prices
nearly 8o soon as other affacted areas, owing to there being no
export on acconnt of bad communications and the distance from

H?

Faurna
o¥ 1867.
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Iarge marts. In spite of this emly rise, the price of rice was
113 seers at Dinkurd and 11 seers at Bishnupur by the end of
December ; and it remained wonderfully firm t:ll the end of April
1897, ln the first half of May, it suddenly rose to 10 seers at
both places, avd even higher in the affected areas of Gangdjalghiti
and Sondmukhi, where it was 9 to 8 seers per rupes.
Unmistakable distress appeared in May, when gratuitous relief
had to be given and relief works opened in the Gangijalghati
thina ‘and in the north of the Sonfimukhi thina; in the south
of the latter thinn relief operations were not necessary till the
end of July. The Ohhéini outpost showed signs of being aflected
sbout the same time. Relief also had to be given in part of
the. Binkurd thine adjoining the Chhfitnd outpost and in the
Taldingrd outpost, the Indpur outpost, the Khatrd thina and
the Barjord outpost, but it was not considered necessary to declare
thess tracts affected. The distressed area comprised 1,053 square

miles with a population of 413,000 persons, and the persons -

relieved were mostly landless labmu-m, belonging chiefly to the
Bauri caste, but also to other low castes, such as Bagdis, Haris
and '.E'.hmria and including, a considerable number of Bantiils,
Thie relief works. were brought to a close at the end of Septemiber,
The total number of persons employed on relief works was
318,677, representing an average of 2,377 per diem, or 05 per
cent. of the population affected, while the total number of persons
gratuitously relieved was 855,204, representing o daily average of
6,528, or 1'58 per cent. of the population affected.

~ Other calamities besides famine arve of rare occyurrence, Small
inundations frequently ocour owing to the suddenness with which
the rivers and streams rise in the rainy season; and the lands
bordering on the rivers suffer accordingly, so much so that in
many places they are permanently allowed to remain waste and
uncultivated. No flood, however, has ocourred within the expe-
rience of the present gemeration on-a scale sufficiently large to
affect the general prosperity of the district. The most sericus
flood in recent years was that which ocourred in June 1897 owing
to the abnormal height to which the Kasai and Damodar rose,
Along the banks of the Damodar the dus rics crop was much
damaged, 4,000 or 6,000 lighds of rieh soil were buried under
sand, and some villages were washed away with everything in
them, - There was no loss of life, but relief had to be given in
the north of the Sonfmukbi thina to ] ,086 persons, who had
been rendered homeless by the flood. Euuh floods, however, are
:ontunﬂ-ialjr rare, and, as a rule, only pﬂ.rtm.l and local damage
ip oaused,

-
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OHAPTER VII,

RENTS, WAGES AND PRICES.

No settlement of rents has yet been carried out in the district Rawrs.
a8 & whole, but it is reported that the following rates of rent are Cash
general. In the Bishnupur subdivision the actual cultivator pays ™"
to his immediate landlord an average remt varying from Rs. 7-8
to Re. 6 and Rs. 4-8 per acre of sdli or rice land according to its
¢  productive power., In the headquarters subdivision the remtal
puid for such land varies greatly, ranging from Re. &-4 to Rs. 4-2
in the Onda thina, and from e 4-8 to He, 8-12 in thinas Khatrd
and Guangajalghati, whilo in the Bankura thina the rates are
Rs. 6, Iis. 5-4, Rs. 4-8 and Rs. 3-12 per acre. For land growing
rabi erops the rates in the Bishmupur subdivision are Re, 12,
" Ra. 6-12 and Rs, 5-4 per acre according to guality; end in the
headquarters subdivision they are Rs. 6 and Rs, 5-4in Ondi, Rs. 9
and Re 6 in Khatrd, Rs. 3-12 and Rs. 3 in Gangéjalghiti,” and
Re. 5-4, Rs. 4-8, Rs..3-12 and Rs. 3 per acre in'the Binkura
thiana.

A regular eettlement of rents has recently been carried out
for the ghdfwali tenures, i.c., tenures formerly granted in remu-
neration for military serviee rendered by guerding the ghdls.
or on condition of rendering police service. A fuller deseription
of the ghdfwali tenures will be found in Chapter X ; and it will
be sufficient fo state here that they may be divided hroadly
into three groups, known as (i) sarkdri panchaki, i.e,, tenures in
which the panchak or quit-rent was realized by Government
direct from the sarddr ghdtwals; (i) be-panchaki, .or tenures in
which no rent was realized; and (i) seminddri panchaki, or.
tenures in which the quit-rénts were amalgamated with. the land
revenue of the parent estates and realized through the samimdars, *

Recently extensive resumptions have been made of these
tenures on the basis of an amicable settlement, the ghatwals
being released from rendering service and recognized as tenants
with rights of ocoupancy, while the lands have heen nssessed
to revenue and sattled with the samindéxs, The assessments have
been made according to prevailing rates as regards lands in the

= direct occupation of the ghatwdle, but as regards lands held-by
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them through their tenants, 75 per cent. of the rent realized by
them from the latter has been accepted as the nssessment. Out

of the total assessment, a concession of 25 per cont. has been .

allowed to the ghafwals in consideration of the fact that they
have been enjoying the jands from generation to generalion
on poyment of a emall quit-rent, The romaining 76 pe
oent, of the assessment is divided equally botween Governmont
and the zamindirs, the Government demand being fixed in

" The tgnnara.l result is that the ghatwdli tomures have been
resumed by amicably settling the lands with the ghalwals,
permanently on fixed rents, in consideration of rolensing them
from police and other duties. The ghdiwals pay the rent fixed
to the zamindire, and the zamindirs in their turn pay the
revenue nssossed to the Government treasory. The maximum,
minimum and average rates assessed are Rs, 7-8, Re. 5-10 and
Re. 3-12 per acre, respectively, for different classes of adii or rice
land, and Re. 12, Re. 7-8 and Rs, 3 for sund or unmirrigated
land.

Rents are paid in kind forsome holdings known as bhdg jof,
the word b/dg meaping o share, In such a holding the tenant
has the use of the land for a year or a season, and pays as rent o
certain share of the produce of the land, Ordinarily one-half of
the produce is so paid, the bAdy jotddr cultivating the land with
his own ecattle and plough, and also finding seed and manure.

Occasionslly the superior tenant, who engages the bhdy jotdar,

finds the manure, in retwrn for which he receives the straw in
addition to his half sharé of the produce. Another class of bliap
tenants pay as rent two-thirds of the produce, in which case the
oultivators who let out the land to them supply the seed and
manure, 88 well as, the cattle. Produce rents are also paid by a
small class of peasants, called sdjds, who only hold their lands on
a temporary lease, and lead a wandering life from village to
village, settling down for the time being wherever they can get
temporary holdings on the best terms. The latter system is
y the result of sub-infeudation and idleness on the one

hend, and of unsettled habits and poverty on the other,
Of recent years there has, been o general rise in the price of

both skilled and unskilled labour, mainly owing to the introdue- .

tion of the railway and the consequent intercommunication with
oentres of industry. A carpenter now obtains o daily wage of
6 to 8 annas according to his skill, while masons and blacksmitha
receive from b to 6 annas per diem, There is, however, but little

domand for local ekilled labour on large works, for the contractors, =
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who are mostly natives of the Central Provindes, seldom employ
local men for the purpose, but hring ertisans from their own
country, Unskilled labour iz paid for at the rate of 3 to d%
annas 8 day. Wages are generally paid -in cash in the fowns,
but in the villages labourers are usually paid in kind. .

Besides the fleld lalourers working for a daily wage, there are Vilage
two special clusses of labourers employed in cultivating the lands lsbourers.
of others, who, ns a rnle, are paid in kind. The first consists
of form labourers called krishdns or mahinddrs, who receive a share
of the produce of the land they cultivate. If they supply secd
and cattle for the cultivator, besides giving their manual labour,
their remuneration is half of the produce, but, if the owner of the
land supplies the seed and cattle, they receive only one-third of
the produce. It is reported that, if they are paid in cash, their
wage ranges from Rs, 30 to Rs. 36 per annum, in addition to
food and clothe®. The class of labourers known as gafdnid munis,

i.e., engaged labourers, ore paid one or two seers of parched rice
and three seers of paddy daily, and are given Rs. 2in cash at the
end of the year, besides two pieces of eloth. They are also
remunerated by the grant of a piece of land, generslly not
exceeding one bighd in aren, the produce of which is their own
entirely, This.land is called danfdrid, meaning Jand due to the
holder of the yoke (bantd) of the plough. Bometimes also, when |
threshing is complete, these labourers get one or one-and-a-half
mdps of paddy, a mdp being equivalent to 8 mounds and 28
goers ; this perquisite is called Fdankrd.

Certain olasses, who are till practically the common servants winge
of the village community, are also largely paid in kind, Ong servacts.
kdmdr or emith usnally works for the people of four or five
villages, bis chief business being the forging of ploughshares,
hoes and other agricultural implements. A ploughshare generally
becomes almost useless at the end of -each ploughing season, and
has to be re-oast and re-forged al the beginning of the next year.

This the smith does, and as remuneration recejves a customary fee
of 10 fo 15 seers of unhusked rice from every husbandman af
harvest-time for each plough owned by him. For other work he
is paid at contract rates, gemerally in money. At eacrificial
ceremonies the kdmdr also officiates as eacrificer ; and in many

. cases he holds a small plot of rent-free land in return for his
services in that capacity. . :

Usually one satradhiar or carpenter does the work of two or,
more villages, his chief business being to make the wood-work
of ploughs, for which he receives a certain fixed measure of rico

. from every cultivator. The wages of the dhoba or washerman
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are paid either in kind or in money, but every village has
not a washerman of its own, and in & poor family the females
wash the clothes themsolves, Families in better circumestances,
however, generally send their clothes to the washerman’s house,
whether it is situated in theirown or a neighbouring village.
For furnishing a temple with earthen vessels, oto,, the kumhdr
or potter, in many places, is rewarded by a esmall plot of remt-
free land, bul earthon vessels of domestio use are paid forin
money. :
 The mali or gardener, who supplies flowers and garlands to
the villagers on ceremonial occasions, also in some onses holds
pervice land in remuneration of Lis labour; and the flowers and
garlands which he supplies are peid for either in kind or in
money. But most are uoable to subsist solely by growing
flowers and making garlands, and follow agriculture as an
suxiliary means of livelihcod. The ndpit or *barber, besides
thaving & ocertain number of families, called his joymdne or
oustomers, has to be present at marriage ceremonies and assist
in the performance of certain rites. His wages usually consist of
& measure of unhusked rice paid by each family at harvest-time.
This is the general custom ; but in some villages he is paid in
grain or money every time he shaves a beard, cuts hair, acts
a8 & maniours, eto, ; i
Among other village servants may be mentioned the deldrys,
w6, the astrologer, fortune-teller, and almanae writer, who is
remunerated either in money or by gifts of rice, pulses and vege-
" tables. Bimilarly, the simanadar or village watchmen gets four
bundles (bird) of paddy per lighi as his remuneration for
guarding the fields at night during the harvesting scasons. The
kayal, bgain, whose business is to weigh and measure grain, ig
generally paid in kind by the buyer or seller, or by both ; he is
frequently found at markets where large quantities of grain |
~ are sold, but not usually in the smeller villages. f
;’l?h?l:i? of  Regarding the supply of labour, Mr. Ioley writes in his
*  HReport on Labour in Bengal (1900)—% Besides emigration to the
Asam tea gardens, there is emigration from thanas TRaipur,
E]:ltrﬁ,.‘DnﬂE and Bankurd at the end of November or beginning
of December eastwards for crop cutling, earth work, ete., the
emigrants refurning at the end of June or beginning of July.
The two most numerous castes are the Bauris, to be found mostly
in thines Gangajalghati, Bankwra and Khatr, sod the Santils
to be found mostly in Banknra, Reipur, Onda and Khatrd. The
remarkable thing is that, though the Bauris and Bantals are the
ohief doal-outters in_the Raniganj coal fields, are numerous in five
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‘thinas of the Bankura distriot, and are compelled to emigrate
in search of employment every year, yeb reoruitment for the
Ranjgan] mines is only carried on in one thina, the adjacent
one, Ganghjalghiiti, One would have thought that every effort -
would have been made long ago to induce as many as paami}la
of the Santals and Dauris in Binkwd to take to the coal mines,
Recrnitment has apparontly, however, been confined to Gangi-
jalghati, and the Santdls and Bauris of the other thinas will not
take to the conl felds of themselves. The thinas of Binkurs,
Ondi, Raipur and Khiitrd ave therefore to be recommended for
“coal recruiting.

‘It seems rather doubtful if the emigrant labour would be
found suitable for handling goods in Oaleutta ; but I was
informed that, besides the people that leave the distriot at the end
of November, there are others who leave at the end of February
or beginning of March and return at the end of June. Sinece
fis is just the time when more labour is needed in Caloutta, it
would seem quite worth while to try whether those people would
make dock labourers. There can be little doubt that thers is o
large supply of labour in this distriet still to be had, tut at
present there is no systematio system of recruitment except for
the tea gnrdens, Year after year the Santéls, Dauris, and other .
low castes migrate from the south and the west to the enstern
districts, their number depending upon the state of the erops
and the wages to be earned.” t

The marginal statement shows the pnna of food grains durmg Pricrs,
the lnet fortnight in
March during the 15
yoars 1801-1905, It
will be seen that there
S om |8 on | B, o | 8 cw | has been a steady rise

o * in the price of cereals,
18061000 .| 16 7 |11 11 [18 3 | 914 | bub the fuctuations
1601-1905 .| 18 14 | 1130 | 14 l W14 | in the price of wheat
and gram are not of
much importance, as they are not consumed in any quantity by
the majority of the people, The rise has been general throughout
the Burdwin Division, and cannot be asaribed to any loeal cause,
but to increased demand throughout the country and 1mpmwd.
facilities for export. The price -of salt alone has fallen owing
to the reduction in duty ranentl_',' carried into effect, This
reduction, it is said, was hailed with joy by all classes of people,
but the poorest olaaaua, who take only n small qum{ut—y of anlt,
were not benefited tg anjf appreciable extent, e g 2

i
i
f

le.. Iu“:?;:“ Wheat. | Gram. | Salk.
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Marszurn -~ Writing in 1863, Colonel Gastrell described the material
mox oy Oondition' of the people es follows. “T'he general condition of
TRE the people, as compared with the adjoining distriets to the east, is
FROFLE.  ome of poverty. In the jungle tracts, especially, this is apparent.
In the towns and villages of the low lands they are better off,
but here, even amongst the labouring olasses, fow show signs of
much ¢omfort, either in personal appearance or the cconomy of
their houses. Drunkenness and immorality are rife amongst
them, whereby their physical development is much impaired, the
food and clothing of the women and children are stinted to allow
the fathers to dritk; and thus all suffer in common.” The |,
improvement: which has taken place in loss than half a centary
will be apparent from the following extract from a report written
by the Collector in 1901 :—* There has been, on the -whole, an
increase in the prosperify of the people. They evince a growing
desire to provide themselves with hetter food, better clothing and
better appliances generally. Grold and silver ornaments are moge
oommon than 10 years ago ; brass utensils have usurped the place
of earthen pots; and shoes, umbrellas and better articles of dress
are more extensively used. 'New brick-built houses are springing
up everywhere, and nrhn]ea of food which were formerly luxuries

are now in common use.’
There is no doubt that the rise in the price of rice and ul:hez
crops has put into the pockels of the cultivating classes an amount
" of roady money thay never possessod before. The standard of
living has risen considerably among them, and many things
which were formerly accounted as luxuries are now treated as
artioles of ordinary and every day use. The labouring classes
too have benefited from the growing demand for labour ecreated
by the expansion of the coal trade, the increase in the number of
faotories, and the establishment of new industries, outside the
district, The only classes who do not ghare in this prosperity are
those who have to depend entirely on small fixed salaries, especially
those who work as clerks in Government and private employ.
Debarred from manual labour by custom and tradition, with prices
rising, and the purchasing power of the rupee declining, not to
mention the increasing difficulties in the way of obtaining work,
the straggle for existence in this section of the community has

grown harder.
The following is a brief eketch of the material condition of

the different classes of the community.
Landlords,©  The landlords of Bfinkur® are, on the whole, in reduced
*  ciroumstances, There are only a few large estates, such as that
belonging to the Maharaj-Adhirsj Bahadur of Burdwéin, who
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owng about half the district, and the smaller estate of the Rajh
of Panchet in Manbhiim, The resident zamindars, with few
exceptions, hold but peity estates and are in reduced ciroum-
stances. Most of them aré financially embarrassed, and in many
onses their property has been sold in satisfaction of their debts.
Their income is fixed, but the expenso of mainteining their
position has incressed owing to the high price of food snd of
other articles of necessity, the greater cost of educating their
children and of performing the social and religious ceromonics
incidental to their position, and last, but not the least, - the
expenses of litigation.

The professional classes also cannot be gaid to be prosperous Profes-
with the exception of those in the legal profession; for their sioml
incomes are small and fixed, they have appearances to keep up,
and they do.not reduce their expenditure on social performances
or alter their traditional mode of living. Thay disdain manual
labour, and as they have but little enberprise and less capital,
they often find it diffioult to make ends meet.

The commercial and industrial classes form a small minority. Comwer-
There are few traders carrying on commercial transactions on a fistend |
large scale, and it is reported that, owing to the extension of cinsses.
railway mmmummlmm, the number of wholssala dealers has
decreased, as ghop-keepers now get their wares direct fram Oalentta.

The .latter are said to be doing a lucrative trade owing to the
growing indulgence in luxuries and other comforts. The
industries of the district are not of much importance, mainly
consisting of small hand industries, and many of the latter have
declined for several years past owing to the ocompetition of
cheaper foreign goods, -Recently, however, owing to the impetus
given by the swadsshi movement, these industries have revived
to some extent, and the industrinl classes are oconsequently
better off.

~ Many of the ma.nufauhuas are carried on by workmen under
8 system of advances made by mahdjans or capitalists, and got
by the people on their own sccount. The mehdjans generally
advance the raw materials and a sum of money to the workmen.
When the artitles, for the manufacture of which the advance was
given, are made and ready for delivery, the manufacturers are
bound to sell them at wholesale market rates to the merchants
from whom they received the advance. The mahdjm, on
receiving the goods, deducts the value of the raw materials, and
the amount of money advanced, with interest ; and the balance of
the price is handed over to the mn.nuf,u.uturar This system often
leaves a very small margin of profit to the actual workers, :
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On the whole, the agrionltural classes have bemefited by the
high prices of food graine in recont years, though owing to the
increased cost of labour, the cultivator who gets his land cultivated
by mesns of hired labour is not so well-off as the man who
oultivates himself, On the whole, their state cannot be said to
be one of plenty, but it is well removed from penury, and some
sections are in fairly comfortable ciroumstences.

The condition of the lahouring olasses has improved in recent
years owing to the extension of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
through the distriet, for it has enabled a larger number to migrate
in the off season, whon there is no work in the fields, and to find
employment in collieries, in the fields, and in factories olsewhere,
Those, who do not migrate, have henefited by this overflow, and
also, to a certain extent, by the increase in the rate of wages. It
is doubtful if that increase has been commensurate with the rise in
the price of food; but fortunately field labourers are mostly paid
in grain, and are, therefobe, not affected by market prices as much
as would otherwise K be the case, The rise in the price of grain
heg also been of advantage to the class known as krishdns, or fleld
labourers, who receive & fixed proportion of the produce of the
land they cultivate, as that proportion remains the same, while

he value is greater. Still, in epite of all this, it eannot be denied
that the lot of the landless lahourer is, on the whole, a hard one.
His wages are small, his family is frequently large, he is generally
improvident, and he is often addioted to drinking. Spending
what he earns from day fo day, he has very little to pawn or sell
in times of distress; he gets no credit from the waefidjan; and he
ie the first to sucoumb if the erops fail and he cannot get labour,
Indebtedness is believed to be fairly general among the eulti-
vating classes, but in the absence of details as to its nature and
amount, it is soarcely possible to state that it represents any great
degree of poverty. Agriculture, like other industries, is supported
on credit, and thamakqmnmaamenhﬂtutha?ﬂlagﬁna
the ploughman, Some of the ryots’ debt is owed to the shop~
kaapar who sells grain, or to the makdjan or landlord for
advances to purchase food while the harvest is ripening, and such
acoounts are usually closed when the harvest is reaped; some ia
oontracted, more partioularly if the harvest promises to be a
bumper one, for a::pamiltum on mamaagas in the family; and
gome debts are business transactions olosely connected with
agriculture, e.g,, for the purchase of seed, plough or cattle, or for
extending cultivation or making® a.grinu.ltuml improvements,
~ The following are repored to be current rates of interest in
Baokur. In small loan transactions, in which the borrower pawns
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articles such as ornaments or household vessels, of greater value
than the sum borrowed, the rate of interest varies from twelve
to eighteen per cent. In large transactions, when s mortgage
on moveable property only is given, the interestis from eighteen
to twenty-four per cent., as the seourity is mot so easily realized
in exeoution of a decres, owing to the facilities for removing or
alionating the property pledged.. Buf, where the lender is well
secured by a mortgage on immoveable property, such as houses
or land, the interest is from nine to twelve per cent. When peity
agrionltural advances are made to the cultivators, either upon
_ the personal security of the borrower in a current account, or
with a Hen upon the crops, the interest varies from eighteen to
thirty-six per cent. In the case of grain ndvances the ususl rate
of interest is one-fourth the quantity borrowed.
As regards the methods of usury they have not altered sinoe Mothods
Col. Gastrell described them as follows :—*I'he manner in which of usury.
the ryot gets into the makdjan’s books, from ‘which he seldom
escapes agein, appears to be generally as follows. Few of the
cultivators can afford to save up sufficient seed from their crops
to sow down their fields again, or, if able with care to do so, ~
seldom do. Btill fewer have money to purchase seed with, when
_the sowing season comes round. Regourse is therefore had to the
mahkdaan, The ma/idjan onlending money vsually takes a bond for
a much larger amount than he a.ui:u.nlly pays down. Sometimes
t]:m ryot borrowe in kind, and this is a favourite mode when
malidjans or zamindirs are lending to very poor men. In such
cases the agreement generally entered into by the ryot isto
repay in kind at the ensuing harvest, with from 50 to 100 or more
_ per cent. inorease on the quantity borrowed. .When once a ryot
has thus been. reduced to borrow, he is seldom or never able to
clear himself of his obligations. As & rule, the poor classes
* appear to think little of the future. The present, with its cares
and troubles, its joys and pleasures, suffices for them ; and so,
when the time for ent of his loan comes, and the poor man
finds himself unable to pay up principal and interest, he pays all
he ecan, and the mahdjan strikes the balance, IHe then, if  he
can, enters on a new loan, ineluding the balaoce of the formen
_ one, and so he goes on until, body and soul, he is bound down
to the inexorable money-lender.”
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CHAPTER VIIL

UCOUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND.-TRADE.

Ocovra- AccompiNg to tho statistics obtained ab the census of 1001,

TIONS,

altogoether 60°7 per cent. of the population are supported by agri-
culture—a proportion considerably below the general average for
Bengal. Of the total number ‘of agriculturists, 40 per cent. are
actual workers, including 5,000 rent receivers, 214,000 rent-payers
and 47,000 labourers. Various industries support 15'8 per cent.
of the population, of whom a little more than balf are actual
workers, .including 16,000 fishermen and flsh dealers, 10,000
cotton weavers, 9,000 rice pounders and 6,000 basket makers;
goldemiths, ironsmiths, workers in brass, potters, carpenters, silk
spinners, and necklace makers are also numerous. The number
dependent for their livelihood on commerce and the professions is
very small, only 07 per cent. being supported by trade and 22
per cemt, by the professions); of the latter 44 per cent. are actual
workers, inoluding 3,000 priests, 4,000 religious mendicants, 1,100
medical men’ and 700 teachors. About 87,0000 persons, or nearly
8 per ocent, of the population, are ecarth workers and goeneral
labourers, and 22,000 persons are herdsmen.

Mawveae.  The following is & brief acoount of the principal manufactures

TUOEES.

Bilk

and industries of the district.
Silk weaving is still a fairly prosperous industry. It is carried

weaving, on at Bishnopur, Bankurd, Rajgrim, Birsinghpur, Jaypur and

Gopinfithpur ; but the chief centre of the industry is Bishnupar,
which has a special reputation for the manufacture of pretiily
embroidered silk scarves, plain and flowered sgris or dress pieces for
women, and a maroon coloured cloth called diupehiaya. Though
the fabrics are nob equal to the Berhampore silk in fineness and
-evenness of texturs, they are in considerable demand in the distriot,
and also outside it. Only a portion of the raw material used in
the looms is produced locally, the balance being imported. But
gilk-worms are reared and silk is spun in the villages of Dhinda, -
Punisol, Keshabpur, Chingini, Tilaghagri, Simlapil, Pakhurdaba,
Pathardaba and Barekhulia, The silk of the mulberry cocoons
gpun into thread by the country method of recling is called khdmre.
The following is a brief account of the process of manufacture,
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The first process that the native reeled silk undergoes in the
hands of the weavers consists of winding silk of different degrees
of fineness on different /Zitais or spindles, The second process is
that of bleaching, the silk being hboiled for an hour in water
mixed with the ashes of s47 leaves, after which it is washed and
dried, and again rolled on a /dfai, A sort of gum, prepared by
boiling parched paddy in water, is now epplied, and the warp
and woof are prepared, tho former consisting of two strands and
thelatter of four ptrands of thread. The art of dyeing silk with
8 truo black dye scema to be known; the dye being obtained
from haritaki, filings, and a small proportion of ferrous sulphate.
A blue dye iﬂ made of indigo, Aaritaki, soap, and a few other
ingredients. A red dye is obtained from lae, which is finely
powdered and boiled with tamarind, alum and Hadr, i.e., crude
sodinm carbguate. An orange colour, mllad Jarad, is mnda of
kamala powder, Far and alum.

The guantity of pure silk manfactured is comparatively small,
but it is reported that there is & good demand for the products of .
the looms of Bishnupur, The articles manufactured are phuiam
saris, or cloths for femnles with patterns of flowers on them,
which are sold at 1is. 10 to Rs. 20 each; dlw/is or cloths for
males, sold at Rs. 10 to 12 each; jans, or drees pieces, sold -
at Re. 1-8 to Re. '1-12 per yard; scarves or comforters sold at
Re. 1-8 to Re, 1-12 each; handkerchiefs sold at 12 annas ench;
and silk checks sold at Re. 1-8 per yard. The flowered saris
of Bishnupur are in special request, and are exported to other
distriots.

The fabrics mostly woven, however, consist of tusser silk ; and Tusser
the local kefes or coarse cloths, made out of ‘thread spun from 'i" ,
pierced ococoons (answering to matka cloths), are well known. it
These stoffs are not only durable but cheap, s piece of Kefe
sufficient for a complete suit of clothes costing only Ra. 4 or
Re. &, The following is a brief account of the méthed of
manufacture,

The eggs of the gilk-worm are gathered and pnt on the
leaves of dsan, sal, and sidi trees in the jungle. In due time
the cocoons are fomed,, and are gathered by cutting the small
branches from which they are suspended. The cocoons are sold
at Rs. 5 to Re. 9 a kdban, ie., npet of 1280, and are purchased
‘wholesale by substantial merchants, who retail them to the
weavers. When they heave passed into the hands of the weavers,
the eocoons are first boiled in water, mixed with wodd ashes, and
are next washed and cooled. Five cocoons are then taken ata
- 4ime, and the silk from them is wound. by a. woman on & léla),
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Tho eilk thus obtained is gummed a.nrl otherwise prepared for
weaving as in the case of domesticated silk, It is gunemlly
coloured violet and red with aniline dyoes, but sometimes is dyed
yellow by means of turmerioc and kamald powder. The various
kinds of tussor fabrics manufactured in this district and their
pricee are aa follows:—asdris, sold at Its. 8 to Ba 8; hutis, sold
at Rs, 2 to Bs. b; thdns or long pieces for meking drosses, sold
at 12 annas to Re. 1 per yard. The weavers also produce a
gpeocies of mixed cotton and tusser, which is sold at 8 annag to
10 annas per yard. '

"The principal centres of the tasser silk industry are Gopinfith-
pur, Binlurd, Rajgrim, Sonimukhi, Bishnupur and Rajhat-
Birsinghpur, where there are nearly B,Uﬂﬂ families of weavers,
who weave tusser in preferemce fo cotton, if they get a supply of
oocoons; but, for want of cocoons, only sbout g fifth of the
number are habitnally employed in tusser weaving. - Rijgrim is
a recognized mart for tusser cocoons ; and not only loeal, but also
Binghbhiim cocoons, find their way into the hands of the maldjans
of this village. Tho weavers are men of the Tanti caste, who
generally prepare the -silk themselves from the ococoons. The
greater portion of the tusser silk produced is sold locally, but
brokers come annually frgm other districts, snd buy a consider-
able quantity of their fabrics from the weavers.

Regarding the prospects of the industry, Mr. N. & Mukerji
remarks in his monograph on The Silk Fabries of Bengal (1903) :
“In Bankurd the silk weaving industry still holds its own, though
cocoon rearing has dwindled down into insignificance. The silk-
worm epidemics have been the principal causo of the great
contraction of the industry within a very few years hoth in

. Midnapore and in Binkuri; and as both distriots still contain

large numbers of people who depended at one time on sericulture,
but who have now taken to other pursuits, the resuscitation of
the silk industry in these two distriets, if taken in hand within
a few years, is not such a diffioult matter to accomplish.” This
hope appears likely to be fulfilled,

In a Report on the State of the Tusser Suk Indusiry in Bengal
and the Central Proviness, published in .1905, Mr. N, &, Mukerji
states :—“The tusser weaving industry of Bankurd seems to be
more famous than of any other place I have yet visited. The
adris and dhutis of Bondmukhi and Bishnupur are very famous;
even in Dacca snd Mymensingh they are prized. At SonSmukhy
thiere are about a thousand familics of tusser-weavers ; at Bishnu-
pur there are about 500 to 700 families of tusser and silk weavers ;
st Copinathpur end Binkia about 400 families ; at Rajgram.,
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about 200 families, and at Rajhat-Birsinghpur about 400 families,
These represent at least 10,000 individuals working or capable
of working in tmsser. When they cannot get enough cocoons,
they take to cotton weaving, but they profer turning out tusser.
The weaving industry of Dishnupur soems to be very extensive.
Thero are more than 500 families of weavers in the town, and
they woeave either silk or tusser, more silk now than tusser, Silk
weaving is improving, while tusser weaving is going down. The
weavers say it cosls them now almost as much’ turning ont a
tusser sdri ns a silk sari, and people prefer a silk sdri.”

The quantity of cocoons reared losally i, however, insuffident
to meet the demand of the weavers, and large numbers are
imported from Midnapore snd Chotd Nagpur. The cocoon rearing
industry is, in fach, no longer of importance, though somse
rearing is enrried on within 8 miles of Bankiira, the cocoons being
brought to the market at 1ajgrim, and also in the Khitrd thir a, P
the cocoons being exported to Chaibasa,*

The cotton weaving indusiry is now of little importance Cotton
owing to the imports of cheaper machine-made cloth. Coarse ﬁf,'iﬁ:;!
cotton cloth is still made by hand looms in most parts of the
district, but is gradually being driven ouf of the market. The
swadoshi movement is reported to have done liftle to arrest this
tendency in Baokurd, where the inclination of the people to
use country-made olothes is not pronounced, and the sale of
Manchester goods has consequently not decreased. Blankets are
woven by small colonies of Bheridls (the shepherd caste) at
Lokpur and Kendudf on the outskirts of Bankura town. It is
reported that these shepherds were originally immigrants from
Gayd, but have nmow out off all conmection with their native
district and made Biankurf their permanent home,

The manufacture of lae was formerly carried on extensively, Lae indus-
but is on the decline owing to the competition of cheap foreign *¥
lac, The number of factories accordingly decressed from 35 in
1901 to 24 in 1905, but rose again to 28 in 1906, when the
outturn was 4,160 maunds. The chief centre of the industry is
Sonamukhi,

The raw lac is a resinous incrustation, which is produced
round the bodies of colonies of the lac insect, after it has fastened
on the twigs of certain trees, such as the palds (Bufea frondosa),
kusum (Schleichera  irijuga), sal (Shorea robusta) asnd dsan
(Terminalia tomentosa). This insect lives on vegetable sap, which

* This nccount of the silk indnstry of BREnkurk has been compiled from Me. N.
&, Mukerji's manograph on The Silk Falbrics of Bengal (1808) snd Refors on £3e
State of the Tueser Silk Indusiry in Bengal and the Ceniral Provinces (L9U5)
1
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it sucks up by means of a proboscis from the sucoulent tissues
of these trees. When the larvee escape from the dead bodies
of the females, thoy crawl about in search of fresh sappy twigs;
snd at the time of swarming the twigs of the trees infested by
them will often be seen to assume a reddish colour, owing to the
countless masses of minute larve moving all over thom. Those
that survive penefrate the twigs and become permanently fixed
thers, till they emerge as insects, proceeding in the process of
digestion to transform the sap sucked up by their proboseis, and to
exnde from their bodies a resinous incrnstation, with which they
ultimately become incrusted, The twigs continue to bo inerusted
until the erop is collected in May to June and October to Novem-
ber, or just before the swarming seasons.

The inerusted twigs are collected and sold to dealers under
the name of “stick-lno.” These are dried, broken wup and
crushed, and the lacis pounded and washed under water. The
washings, when boiled down and concentrated, become * lac-dye,”
and the washed lac is known as “seed-lac.” The lac is now
placed in-long shallow cloth bags, and these are twisted in front
of fires till the lac melts and is squeezed throngh the texture of
the bags. When sufficiently cooked, it is spread out on hot
tubes until it assnmes the form of large thin sheets. These are
next taken up by skilled operators, who stand in front of the
fires, and stretoh the sheets till they become as thin as paper,
forming the * ghellao ' of commerce,

There are three collieries in the northern extremity of the
distriet adjoining the Asansol subdivision of the Burdwiin distriet,
coal being found only in & narrow strip slong the Damodar.
Of these only two are worked regularly, viz, Kalikapur, which
was opened in 1876, and Jamunikinali, opened in 1906; the
third, the Banskuri colliery, opened in 18987, worked only for
gix months in 1908, and was then closed. Both the working
mines have inclines, and machinery is not used for raising
the conl, which is bronght to the surface by the primitive means
of baskets carried on the heads of tho labourers. The mines
are small, and the daily average number of labourers employed
in 1906 was only 45 below ground and 45 above ground.
The labourers are local men, generally belonging to the Bauri,
Santal and other low castes, and their avernge daily earnings are
shout 4 annas each, or about the same as those of agricultural
labourers. The conl is comsumed locally for burning brioks,
ebe., and is reporled to be of inferior quality, The output is
declining steadily, owing to the fact that a large proportion of
the coal needed for local consumption is now brought by rail from
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lerger mines outsidé the distriet ; the result being that the average
annual output decreased from 10,000 tons in the five years ending
in 1901 to 9,000 tons in the quingquennium ending in 1905,

Laterite is found nearly all over the distriet, and is quarried to Otb
a large extent for road metalling, and to a emall extent for ™
building purposes. Few rocks present greater advantages from
its peculinr character. Tt is easy to eut and shape when first dug,
and it bepomes hard and tough after exposure to the air, while
it seems to bo affected very little by the weather. Indeed, in
many of the seulptured stones of some of the oldest temples in
the district, the chisel marks are as fresh and sharp as when they
were first built, It is perhaps not o strong, nor so capable of
resisting great pressure and bearing great weights, as some of the
sandstones or the mors compaot kinds of gueiss ; but it certainly
possesses amply sufficient strength for ell ordinary purposes.
It hes been largely used in the old temples, and the elaborate
specimens of carving and ornament in some of these shew that
the nodular structure and irregular surface of the laterite do
not prevent its effective use for emch purposea of ordicary
ornamentation as mouldings, eto. Slabs of the rock, from ¢
to b feet long, are easily proourable. They are quarried in a
rude but effective way; a groove 48 out with a rudely pointed
pick round the slab, another is made undernesth, and then &
fow wedges driven in split off the block. The looser and more
gravelly forms of laterite are used for road-metal, fur which
purpese they are admirably adapted.

Large quantities of stone are also awailable in ﬂ:m hilla,
and quarrying was formerly carried on at the Susunid hill.
White lithomarge is obtained under the laterite ot a point
about 12 miles north-cast of Bankurd, and mica is found in
some parts of the Khatrf and Raipur thiinas, but its quality is
so poor that it cannot be worked profitably. Kaolin is found
in most parts of the distxict; it is used loeally for whitewashing
houses, and is also exported to Raniganj for the potlery works
there. Gold is reported to ocour in small quantities in the sands
of the Dhalkishor and Kasai rivers, and is believed to exist in
pargans Ambikinagar in an estate belonging to the Tagore
family. Some prospecting work has been carried onm, but the
results were not satisfactory.

Drass and bell-metal utensils are made, on a ialﬂ]r lnrga‘ﬂ
gcale, st Bankurfi, Bishnupur and Patrasiyar. Binkuwrd is said
to be famous for its large water-vessels, a /ofd with a spout
being a speciality of the town; and handsome rice bowls made
of wood bound with brass, similar to those known as “Suri’
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bowls,” are also lurned out. The brass utensils manufactured in
this distriet are much prized in native louscholds elsewhere in
Bengal, and considerable quantities are exported to Caloutta and

- other parts of the country.

No account of the manufactures of the distriet would ke
epmplete without a mention of the indigo industry, which was
formerly of considerable importance. Writing in 180673, Cclonel
Guastrell 'said that the prineipal indigo concerns were those of
My, J. Torekine in the north and of Dy, Check in the south of the
district, The headquarters of the former was at Bongmukhi, and
there wero out-factories ot Asurid, Desurid, Nirdyanpur, IRampur,
Tasuli, Krishnanagar and Gopalpur. The latter, with head-
quarters ot Dankurd, had faotories at Santor, Mikri, Onda,
Bishnupur, Amdingri, Champétold, Jaypur, Kotalpur, Khatnagar,
Gopilnagar, Patrasiyar, Jaimord, Bari and Kankilia. A reference
to old maps shows that there were also faotories at Binturi
and Dighdi near Dankurd on the east, at Kurpd to the south
on the Taldingra road, at Rol, and ot several places along
the banks of the Dha!kmhur The mduntry has now completely
died out.

There are two tobacco manufactories in the town of Bishnupur,

rom whioh & scented tobacoo is exported fo slmost every part
‘of Bangn! The process of prepnmtlon is kept afrade secret,

and the price varies from Rs. 5 to Rs. 200 per maund. Wood-
‘garving is ocarried on in a small way at Dankurd and Bishuupur,
household requisitos and sporting materials being manufactured
at the lalter place. A new business in fretwork and perforated
carving in wood and metal has also been started at Bankura,
Molasses are manufaotured by the oultivators all over the district,
buat the industry is on the deoline. Penknives, razors and scissors
of good quality are made at Sashpur in the Indas thina, and
conch-shell ornaments at Bankura, Bishnupur and Patrasiyar.
Rice, brass and bell-metal ware, silk stuffs, hides, horns, Jime
and lac are the chiel articles of export, while the imports are
coal, salt, spices, cotton twist, cotton yarn and Buropean piece-
gnuda A small part of the ﬁrude passes through the Rinjganj
and Pinagnrh stations on the East Indian Railway, but moat
of it 18 conveyed by the Midnapore-Jherrid sextension of the
.Bengal-Nagpur Reilway, which passes through the district. The
oonstruckion of the latter line has increased the volume of trade,
but hes not yet afforded special facilities of export and n:upor!;
to all the trade ocentres. COomsequently, wheeled traffic still
continues to a considerable extent; but the guantity of import
o export by carls gaunot bo ascertainod, Tho trade of the
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distriot is mostly carried on by means of permanent markets
and also ﬂlmugh the medium of hdés and fairs,

I here is no uniformity in the system of weights and measures Woiglts
recognized in the district. There are no less than three seers e, . ..
of different weights in the town of Binkuri alone, viz., & seer
of G0, 02 and 80 folds, The first is used exclusively by
dealers in bress utensils, the second by retail dealers for
weighing salt, spices, fish, vogetables, eto, while the third is
used by wholesale dealers for all kinds of commodities, In |
other parts of the district the seer of 60 folds is used by grocers
and other traders, whether wholesale or retail ; that of 62 folds
is common in the Bishoupur subdivision and in the south-west
of the headquarters subdivision for all kinds of commodities ;
and & seer of 04 folds is employed in the Chhitna outpost for.
weighing all goods exocept rico and oil In some parts of
Bishnupur and Chhatnd, again, a seer of 72 folds is used by
traders in silk, rice and oil, while the standard seer of 80 folds
is used for all kinds of goods in I{utnlpur, Indis, Saltori and
Gangfjalghati. Wholesale dealers in brass and bell-metal also
use weights known as bisd and pal in poarts of the Kotalpur
thfina, a pal being equivalent to 84 {folds, while the bisd
nunf.ninﬂ 20 puls or 170 #olds. For measures of capacity the
standard is the paf, the capacity of which differs vary greatly
in different places, varying from 74 to 105 folds. For measares
of length the English yard and foot are in common use, while
the ocubit (hath or kathi) of 18 inches is generally used for
measuring cloth.

The old land measure in DBaokord woe ns  follows :—1
kani=12 chhataks Bengal standard measure, or 1 pole 22 yards
5 feet; 40 kami=1 udn 3 hathd, or 7 poles 28 yords 2 foet ;
50 udns=1 drhi 7% lighds, or 2 acres 2 roods 18 poles,19 yards
8 feet ; 4 drhis=1 drun=30 bighds, or 10 ncres 1 rood 34 poles
19 ynrdn 7 feok. The Bengal standard bdighd, whioh was
introduced with the revenue survey operations, is equal to 1,600
square yards, and is divided thus :—20 gendds=1 chhatdk, or
5 square yards; 16 chhataks=1 kathd, or 80 square yards; 20
kathds=1 bigha, or 1,600 square yards, There is another division
of the standard Jighd, as follows :—16 gandds=1 biswdnsi, or 4
square yards ; 20 biswdnsis=1 biswd or 80 square yards ; 20 émmi;

=1 bighd, or 1,600 square yards.

“w
.
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OHATTER IX.

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION.

pavazors Untin the year 1002 there was no railway in the distriet, and
uuxr OF the easiest way of renohing it was to travel by xail to Raniganj
oartoxs. and thenco by road, The journgy was not only expensive, but
tedious, First, the Dimodar had to be erossed—no easy matter
in the rains, with water rushing down in flood, or at other seasons
of the year in consequence of the numerous sandbanks. Iaving
arrived on the other side of the river, a weary journey in
ramshackle carts drawn by feeble ponies awaited the traveller
before he could reach the town of BankarA. The diffioultics of
the journey may be realized from the experience of 8Bir W. W.
Hunter when travelling from Suri to Midnapore in 1866, “The
journey,” writes Mr. Skrine, in the Lifs of Sir William Wilson
Hunler, “was fraught with fatigue and peril, and its incidents
contrast strangely with the prosaic features of railway travel now
universel thronghout India. The Hunters journeyed by rosd in
their own victoria drawn by .a pair, their third horse being sent
forward at alternate stages, August is the month least suited of
the twelve for a flitting, for it is a time of suffocating heat varied
by downpours, of whioh those who have never visited the tropics
con form no comception, On arriving at the bank of the river
-Damodar the Iuckless travellers found it a raging torrent. The
only means of transit was & crezy ferry-boat, into which was
crammed. the victoria flanked by the horses on either side. Hach
was firmly held by the head, while its master stood behind to
manipulate a cunning apparatus of rope, so devised that on
either animal showing signs of fractiousness he would at once bhe
forced overboard. Then a start was made to cross the Damodar
ab 8 A0, bub it was past ten at night ere the hoat was able to
make a creek on the opposite bank., The horses were lifted
through the sea of mud left by the receding waters by the help
of bamboo leverage, and the family, now fairly worn out, made
their way to the embanked high road and started for the rest
house. The carringe had not proceeded far ere the driver saw a
broad black line bisecting the road immediately in front. This
proved to be & chasm made by the floods. There was nothing for
it but to unhitch the horses, let the carrisge down the bank, and
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drag it painfully to the summit of the road on the other side of
the gap.”’*

The railway pow rung Lhrorugh the district from east to west,
but internal communication is rendered difficult by the many
unbridged rivers which intersect tho district. DBeds of sand in the
dry weather, with a narrow fordable stream in the centre, they
swell into torrents in the rains, and trafflo is frequently impeded
for three or four days at a time. In the cold and hot weather
again they form o serious obstacle to traffic owing to the wide
stretohes of sand in their dried-up beds; and it is a pitiable sight
to see the frantic struggles of the bullocks to drag their carts across
them. Where there is a narrow unbridged nullah fo oross, the
difficulty is equally great, for the carter must either unload, and
convey the cart and its load over separately, or let cart, bullocks
and the load go full swing into the nullsh, and take their chance
of either being upset at the bottom or of getting sufficient impetus
to run up the other side.

Except for the deficiency of bridges, however, the roads of the
distriot are, on the whole, excellent, and practically every part is
well-provided with them except the south-west cormer round
Raipur. The facilities for read-making sre naturally go-c-d, the
lateritic anil affording -du-isesdmusiibie~suppl : and

.- Yegides the main roads, there are numerous cart roads and tr

intersecting the country in all directions, and rendering the
transit of light loads by carts and pack-bullocks easy. ;

The only railway in the district is & branch of the Bengal. Ram.

Nagpur Railway, known as the Midnapore-Jherria extension or ™ ***
the Kharagpur-Asansol branch. Its length within the district is
about 50 miles, and there are 7 stations, viz., Piardoba, Bishnu.
pur, Ramsagar, Ondagrim, Bankuord, Chhiitng, and Jhantipahari,
The line crosses the Biral river near Bishnupur and the
Dhalkishor a few miles east of Bankurd, the bridge over the
river last named being » fine piece of engineering work. There
is also a proposal to construct a chord line from Howrah to
Bankurd, which would join this railway at DBishnupur,  The
principal object of this connection would be to supply Caloutta
with an alternative roufe from the United FProvinces and
Northern India to that afforded by the East Indien Railway;
its immediate effeot, so far as this district is concerned, would be
to bring it into direct communication with Caleutta.

The Public Works Department maintains altogether 584 miles Roavs.
of roads in the district, of which 5% miles are metalled and 4

% P, H, Bkrine, Zife of Siv William Wilcon Hunter, (1901) p. 113,
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miles are unmetalled; while the District Doard maintains 61
miles of metalled and 541 miles of unmetalled roads, besides
o number of village roads (all unmetulled) with an aggrogate
length of 105 miles. The following 18 a brief ncoount of the
pringipal roads of the distriot.

The only road in the district maintained from Provineial

Miduapore ¢, ds is the Raniganj-Midnapore road, of which 583 miles lie

reaul.

Diintriok
Board
ronds,

within the distriot ; it is at present kept up by the Distriet Board
for the Public Works Department. Btarting from the Damodar
river, it passes southwnrds through Mejif and Gangfijalghiti to
the town of Binkurd. Thenoe it runs to the sonth-east, parallel
with the railway, through Ondid and Bishnupur, entering the
Midnapore district a short distance to the south of the Iiardobd
railway station, Near Bishnupur there iz a short loop road,
which branches off at the Birai river, and passing to the west of
the town of Bishnupur, rejoins the main road shout a mile from
the town. Of the 58} miles lying within the distriet, all bitt 3
miles are metalled. Most of the streams over which it passes
have heen bridged ; but there are no bridges over the Gtandheswari
and Dhalkisor nenr Bankurd or over the Birai near Bisbnupur,
The Damodar is also unbridged, and consequently communication
with Rénigan] is diffeeld, - eproctelly-duning dhe raina, the river
E-Bﬁag often impassable for days togother when it is in Mg
ood.

The most important roads maintained by the Distriet Board
radiate from Bankuri and Bishnupur. Tothe west of Bankurd is
& road 17 miles long, known as the Bankura-Raghunathpur road,
which leads to Bimunshfsan, and establishes communication with
Raghupathpur in Manbhiim. Two important roads branch off
from this road, one running from Dalpur to Mohesnd (9 miles) en
the south-west and thence to Purulif, while another strikes north
from Chhatnd to Susunia and thence through Kustholid to Mejia
(21 miles). On the south of Dankurd there are two main roads,
one, the Bankura-Khatra road, rouning south-west through
Indpur (6 miles) to Khatra, 21} miles from Bankurd; while the
other, the Bankurd-Raipur road, goes south.east to Taldingra
(156} miles) and thence vid Simlapal (8% miles) to Raipur, which
is gituaied 86} miles from Bankuri. 'l'o the north-east a long
road, known as the Binkura-Burdwin road, leads from Dankurd
through Beliatore (12} miles) to Sonimukhi (25 miles) and
thenoe through Krishnanagar to Burdwén ; its length within
the district is 413 miles. This used to form part of the direct
::ig:: between Bankuri and Caloutn, s tolal distance of 85%



MEANS OF COMMUNICATION. 191

From Bishnupur two important District Board roads branch
off. The first, known as the Bishnupur-Panigarh road, runs dué
north through Sondmukhi to Rénghmetii on the Damodasr river
pnd thence to Panagarh, its longth in the district being 26 miles, .
The second, known as the Bighnupur-Howrah voad, rans fhrough
Jaypur and Mirzipur to Kotalpur and thenos into the Howrah
digtriot, 23 miles lying within this district ; from Ifofslpur a road
branches off to Indas and thence to Lol, ultimately joining the
Bankuwrd-Burdwin roed o littlo distance beyond the nortl-eastern
boundary. The only other roads calling for separate notice are
those in the north-west of the district, viz,, a road from Gangdjal
ghati to Baltord, 134 miles long, which passes through Kustholi,
where it crosses the Chhatna-Mejis road, and a road from Mejia
vid Baltord to Marulu (14} miles), which is paxt of the R!.mgnuj-
Purolis road.

In concluding this account of the roads of Bankw#, mention Milllary
may be made of the old Military Grend Trunk Road from e
Calentta to.the north-west. It enters Bankwrd from Burdwin, Road.
and fraversing the southern half of the district, runs in a nﬂrth-
westerly direction south of and nearly parallel to the Dhalkishor,
and enters the Manbhiim distriet near the village of Raghunithpur,
passing on its way through Kotalpur, Bishnupur, Onds, Bankuré,
and Chhiatnd, A reference to the map will show that this road is
now divided into three sections, viz., part of the Bishnupur-
Howrah road, part of the Raniganj-Midnapore rond and part of
the Bankuri-Raghunathpur road. Formerly, the section from
Bankurd to Bishnupur was much used by pilgrims on their way to
the great temple of Jagannath at Puri, but most of the passenger
traffic, as well as part of the carf traffie, has now been absorbed by
the railway.

Not far from the road at Ramsigar, o fow miles west of
Bishnupur, and at Salghata, a short distance from Ondi, some
lofty towers may gtill be seen. These are interesting relics of a
schéme enterlained by the Indian Government emly in the
nineteenth century (1820-30) for the construction of a series of
towers, 100 feot high and at intervals of 8 miles, for eemaphore
signalling all the way from Caloutta to Bombay. In those days
the word *telegraph’ was applied to the method of signalling by
means of & semaphore, and we therefore find these towers marked
on old maps as telegraph stations.

The conveyances in common use consist of bullock carts, pack- Convey-
bullocks and pdalkis, whioh oall for no special description. One “Rces
conveyance is, however, peouliar, viz., the ordinary tumtum or
dogeart with bemboo shaits, the peculiarity being that, instead of .
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& horse, there are one or two men in the shafts, who draw the
vehicle along by pushing ﬂ.gn.inal: a rope tied between them.

The only navigable rivers in the district are the Damodar and
Kasai, but there is practically ne river-borne traffio except timber,
which is floated down the Démodar. During the rains numbers
of logs are fastened together by ropes to form rafts known locally
as mdrs, with three or four men to steer them. The rafts are
sometimes 50 to 60 yards long, and generally ten or twelve are
launched together from the hmba:uyxﬂldmg tracts higher up the
river. The trade, however, is declining on account of the denu-
dation of the forests towards the sources of the Damodar.

The District Board maintains 18 ferries, of which the most
1mpnrtnnt is that scross the Diwddar at ]lingamatﬂ Most of
the ferries ply only during the rains when the rivers and streams
are in flood, the passengers and goods being tramsported in
ordinary country boats and dug-outs. Floats resting on inverted
earthen pots, and rafts made of sola pith, are used for crossing “the
smaller streams, and the latter are also used by fishermen to atu.nd

on when throwing their nets.

There are altogether 400 miles of postal communication in the
distriot and 67 post offices, i.c., one post office for every 39 squars
miles, The number of postal articles delivered in 1906-07 was
1,951,482, including letters, posteards, packets, newspapers, and
parcels; while the value of money orders paid was Rs. 9,830,429
and of those issued Rs. 6,46,251. The number of Bavings Bank
deposits in the same year was 6,345, the amount deposited being
Rs. 2,568,760, There are 4 [J-Data.l-talﬁgmph offices, from which
5,998 messages were issued in the same year ; these offices arg
situated at Bankurd, Bishuupur, Gangajalghiti and Sondmukhs,
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CITAPTER X.

LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION.

Brrowrt British rule was established, the whole of the distriot, 08 pyysyus
now constituted, with the exception of thinas Raipur and Khatrs misrory.
and of the western portion of the Bankurf thina now included
in the Chhitod outpost, was comprised within the territory of the
Raja of Bishnupur, the descendant of o long line of independent
or tributary chiefs. On the cession of Bankurd, the Raja was
reduced to the position of an ordinary land-holder. In 1788
n settlement of his estate was made with the then Raja, Chaitanya
Singh, the land revenue payable being fixed at Re. 3,86,708: a
copy of the kabubiyei signed by Mr. (afterwards Bir) Arthur
Hesilrige, dated Indas, the 4th August, 1788, is still preserved in
the Collectorate at Bankurd with an ekrdrndmd signed in the
Nagri character by the Raja. At the deconmial getflement
Chaitanys Singh engaged to pay 4 lakhs of rupees annually as
land revenue ; but this sum he was unable to pay, for his estate was
impoverished by the famine of 1770, by the lawless state of the
country, which had for many years past been overrun by banditti,
and by costly litightion with & rival claimant. The result was
that, soon after executing the agreement, the Réja failed to
meet his engagements ; and in default of payment of revenue, the
" Bishnupur pargans was eplit up into smeller estates, which were
gither sold or settled under separate engagements with the subor-
dinate fdlukdars already in possession.

In this way 12 separate estates were formed, viz., in 1791,
Barahaziri now incuded in the Gangajalghati thina, Karisunda
in Indds and Kotalpur, Barsidli and Hutbalsi in Indis, Baytal,
Hutdesra and Kotalpur in Kotalpur, snd Parulit in Sonamulkhi;
in 1798 Jamtard in Onda and the estate known as the Jungle
Mahal ; and in 1800 Kuchifkol and Panchfl in the Bishnupur
thana. The fr::]lowmg portions of estates were also separated and
settled with falukddrs in 1791, viz., Maliteg in the Gmgﬁ]&lghih
thine, snd BShiahdrjora and Kismat Shahérjord in Barjors.
Among these estates the Jungle Mahal calls for special mention,
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Large portions of the old estate of Bishnupur were under jungle,
and the timber, firewood, honey, wax, eto., which they yielded,
formed s valuable source of revenue. The right of collecting these
jungle products was farmed out by the 1t&ja, and the revenue he
obtained thereby was called the Jungle Mahal, and had nothing
to do with arable lond, Bul afterwards, when it was formed into
& separate estate, the name of Jungle Mahal was given fo the
whole area from which jungle products were collected, some
port of which was cleared and cultivated, while the rest remained
covered by jungle.

Tven after these portions of the cetate had been detached

and sold, the R&ji wns unoble to pay the aseessed revenue.
Consequently the portion of his estate which still remained was
eventually put up to anection in August 1806 in satisfaction of
arrears of lond revenue. At that time, no individual would bid
above Rs, 1,560,000, and Government accordingly became the
purchaser for that sum. On the 12th November in the same
year it was again put up for sale by Government, and purchased
for Ra. 2,15,000 by the Mabarija of Durdwan, whose property it
still is.
: Though the revenue-paying property had thus been disposed
of, the Raj family rotained some properties oconsisting of (1)
babudn lands, which had been granted rent-free by Raji Chaitanya
Bingh or his predecessors to relations, and (2) lands granted
rent-free for the maintenance of idols. A ccnsiderable area had
been aesigned for the latter purpose, and even after the estate of
Bishoupur had been sold off in 1806, these assignments held good,
the R&j {amily remaining in possession as selails. Altogether 168
idols are, it is reported, still maintained on the estate, among which
mey be mentioned Madan Mohan, Radh& Byam, Ananta Deva and
Mrinmwayi at Bishnupur, 8yam Chéind at Rédhamohanpur, Gokul
Chand at Gokulnagar, Siva at Ekteswar, Ramkrishnaji at Sabrikon,
and Brinddban Chandra at Birsinghd. As regards the ddbudn
lands, i.s., lands held rent-free by relations of the Bishoupur
Rijas, Bir Charles Blunt, who was appointed Commissioner of
Bishnupur in Deoember 1801 and held charge of the office until
it. was abolished in 1805, proposed the resumption by the Raj
family of rent-free lands in the pargena in April 1803. This
proposal was sanotioned, and the ddlwén lands were resumed on
behalf of the W&jA, There are still a number of revenne-free
estates sbanding in the name of members of the family, besides a
few small revenue-paying estates, which were originally revenue-
free properties, but were subsequently resumed as invalid /akhirds
holdings and settled with the Raja. :
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"The above account will show the manner in which pargana Pargawas.
and it will be sufficient to
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T add that the Ohhétna

Pargana, a'm-? Thina or ontpest, mfpmtl goinﬂiding with
pargann  Chhitnd, and

Awbikinagar ... | 07,017 | Rhite., the thinas of Raipur
Maukusi, Onds, and Khatri, unlmpriﬂing

_ Gangijalghiiti, | parganss Ambikinagar,
Biralnzirl 108,206 ::i:ll:i:ﬂpﬁﬁhﬁ?m' Eh?lﬁdihﬁ, Phu_lkuaml,
nnd Indis, Raipur, Simlapal,

Bhilaidiba 26,266 | Sim18pal Sydmsundarpur  and
| Supur were subsequently

[|Gunsira: | raceived on transfor from

Blshnapur 674,421 E'm'hl;#p;l{r, Sonk-| the Manbhiim district,
lﬂﬁk[;'m:m]"“' Beﬂide[a thess parganas,

- W there is another pargana
Msbisward 1%?23 ;“ 2 i called Mahisward, which
Miligrs 477 § | UePBRRIENREL | Jiag within the geogra-
%rpl::-:umu ;&ggﬁ} Raipur, Phlc[ﬂ. limits of this
Shiibiirjork 20,884 | Gangajalghii, | distriot, but is borme
BI";T’::P“I 13::,}5: SRl on the revenue roll of
Byimsundarpur J 80,028 | Raipur, Manbhiim. The state-
ment in the margin

ghowa the different parganas, their ares, and the thinas or
outposts within which they are situated.

The most important event in the subsequent revenne history @aawald
of the distriot has been the settlement of the lands held hy 'snd
ghatwdls, The ghalwals appear to have been originally a quasi-
military body of men employed by the Réjis of Bishnupur to
defend the country sgainst the inoursions of the Marithis and
other invaders, and gemerally to maintain peace within their
borders. As regards the ghdes for which they were responsible, it
may be explained that, though the word itself denotes a pass of
some kind, their duties were not confined to the protection of
passes through the hills, SBome ghdfs, it is true, were hill-passes
in the strict semse of the term, but others merely embruced a
section of an ordivary road, and others again nothing but areas
of open country, which might contain one or more villages and
might not be traversed by any road at all. In return for their
services the gldfwdls had assignments of land granted to them
subject to the payment of a quit-rent called pamclak, and such
assignments constituted the gAdtwds tenures.

These tenures were of three kinds, viz., (1) sarkdri panchaki,
f¢, those in which the panolak or gquit-rent was realized by
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Government direct, (2) semindari panchaki, or those in which
the quit-rents were amalgamated with the land revenue of &
parent estate and realized through the =zamindirs, and (3)
be-panchali, or those in which wo quit-rent of any kind was
realized. The tenures of the third class call for no explanation,
but an account of the origin of the first two classes may be
given. The saminddri panchaki lands consisted of lands forming
portions of the old Bishnupur estate sold for arvears of revenue
between 1791 and 1802, for which the panchak or quit-rent
was paid to Government through the zamindir. The sarkdri
panehaki lands consisted of ghdlwali tenuves belonging to 43 ghats
"and comprised the greater portion of the thanas of DBankuri,
Onda and Bishnupur. At the close of the 18th century, the Raja
of Bishnupur found that he bad no control over the ghatswdls,
who refused to pay the panchak due from them. He, therefore,
agreed to make over these ghdls to Grovernment, cn condition
that he was given an abatemeot of revenue equal to the amonat
of panchak payeble to him by the ghdtwals. This arrangement
was made by 8ir Charles Blunt, Commiesioner of Bishnupur, in
1802; ond it was agreed that if Government should ever dispense
with the services of the ghdfwdis, the lands should be re-annexed to
the zamindari (i.e., of Bishnupur or the zamindari to which they
then appertained or in the ambit of which thoy were included
when that zaminddri was settled). By the salo of the Bishnupur
cstates in 1806 the Mahfrdja of Burdwiin succeeded to the
rights of the Raji of Bishoupur, but the lands have continued
to be known as sarkdri panchakl, as the panchak or quit-ront has
been realized by Government since 1802,

The original area of the lands held by phdtwals between 1791
and 1802 is not knmown, and the first information we have is
regarding the sarkari panchaki lands separated in 1802, which,
according to Bir Charles Blunt, had an aren of 35,282 bighds
and half & mauzd. This area, however, was not ascertained by
measurement, but was based on the assertions of the ghalwals
themselves, From 1805 yearly lista of the ghdfwali lands called
fam-navisi or mdathedri were compiled from the statements of the
ghatwdls, but no reliance can be placed on those lists; and it is
not till the revenue survey of 1854-56 that we have any clear
record of the area in the possession of ghatwals. According to
this survey, the area of the serkdri panchaki lands held by
ghatwdls was 136,586 bighds, of the samindari panchaki lands
180,358 bighds, and of the be panchakt lands 2,971 Lights, making
a total of 269,865 lighds of phdalwdli lands belonging to the old
Bishoupur estate, Bubsequently & survey (made between 1879
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‘and 1887) was undertaken to determine precisely the area of
the ghatwali land ; and it is veported that they comprise altogether
520,000 bighas (i, about 170,000 ncres), sarkdri pancheki and
be-panchaki lands acoounting for 170,000 lighds and saminddri
panehki lands for 850,000 bighds. The number of sarkam
panchaki ghats is 43, of le-panchaki ghals 9, and of zaminddri
panchaks  ghats 218, making a total of 270; and the pewmehak
realized was Ra, 10,800, viz., Rs. 5,000 for the sarkari panchali
lands and Rs. 5,800 for the saminddri panchaki lands,

Nominally, the ghalwals constituted a body of rural police,
who bore the generic name of ghdafwdl, but were divided,
ncoording to their special funclions or to the tenures they held,
into several classes, such as sarddr ghdfwal, sadidl, digir and
tabedar. The responsibility of keeping the roads open and of
protecting travellers from robbery rested with the ghdtwals
generally; but the man’ at their head was called sardir, the
man pext in rank and immediately subordinate to him was
the sadial, while the (dbeddrs were immediately subordinate to
the latter.

The duty of the sardir was to collest panchak or quit-rent
from the sadials and tdbeddr ghatwals, to pay the same to Govern-
ment or to the zaminddr, as the case might be, to depute ghafwals
for keeping watch and ward in the villages or on roads, to assist
police officers in investigations, and to perform other police
duties, when neceseary. The sadidls had to collect panclak from
the fabedars, to pay the same to the sarddr, and to supervise the
work of the ghdfwals. In some instances, also, they were deputed
for wateh and ward duties in the villages and along the roads.
The duty of the taledar ghatwal was-to keep watch over a ghat,
i.e., generally & village or a group of two or more vlllages, as
well as certain portions of road, He was also required to give
information of any offence ocognizable by the police committed
within his ghat and to report births and deaths, for which purpose
he had to attend the police station periodically. .

In pargangs Mohisward, Bupur, Awbikinagar, Raipur,
Phulkusmi, Syamsundarpur, Bimlapal and Bhalaidiha, those
who performed the duties of sardirs were called digdrs, and the
digars of the last seven parganas exercised the powers of head-
constables, when those parganas were in Manbhiim. In parganas
Mehisward and Ohhatnd again there was a class called jagirdars,
who in the former pargana performed the dutics of sarddrs, and .
in the latter the duties of ghdtwals.

The duties of the ghdfwdls, as a body, differed from those of.
the v‘nllnga_c}mﬁ!dm-s, in that they were exercised not within the:
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village a8 suoh, but within an area ronghly determined hy imme-
morial custom and known as o phat. The bulk of the foree may be
described as rural patrols working on stated beats, which did ndt
necessarily eoincide with any line of district or villoge road. A
few did useful work in preventing or reporting crime, and more
mrely, in aesisting in its detection, but as a rulo they noglected
their duties. The system was, in fact, an anachronism, the
cireumstances which led to the ereation of the service having long
gince censed to exist, The ghdlwdls wore practically useless for
police purposes, and with no definite duties to perform, they became
in time perpetrators or abettors of arime. As late ss 1873 the
Magistrato of DBinkurfi reported that “they have or have had
the reputation of concooling robberies, dacoities and the lile.”
This was no new feature, for we find Sir Charles Blunt reporting
in' 1802 that ‘““instead of protecting the pargmna from the depre-
dations of others, they have readily seized every opportunity
of joining the invaders, and many of them are by profession
dacoits.”

" Eventuslly, in 1876 a Bill was introduced in the Bengal
Oouncil with & statement of objects and reasons to the effect
that—< The ghdlwals are doing as little police work as they like,
and that little as inefficiently as they choose, and are disputing
the authority of the Magistrate to make them do anything, whils
the Magistrate himself has doubt as to what his lawful aunthority
is, The expediency of legislation is therefore manifest.” The
Bill, which was passed in April 1877, recognized the hereditary
title of ghatwals whose families had been in possession since the
Permunent Settlement. T'be heir of an hereditary glafwal could
only be passed over on certain definite grounds of unfitness and
with the sanction of the Local Government. The duties of
ghdtwils were laid down, and penalties for their negleot were
prescribed. Alienation of ghdéwali lands was forbidden ; lenses
were not to be binding on a ghdtwdli sucosssor ; and no civil eonrt
was to entertain a enit by n dismissed ghdatwal for the possession
of service lands. The Viceroy and Governor-General, however,
withheld his assent from the Bill, on the ground that the local
legislature could not oust the jurisdiction of the eivil court, and
also because of various inconsistencies and defects in the wording
of the Bill.

It was then determined to have a swrvey of all the ghatwali
lands and a record of the rights of the ghdlwdls in order to separate
the lands held on a variety of other titles or mo title at all; o
ascertain what lands were really ghdfwali, by whom they were held
and on what terms of service, efe., so that disputes might be g
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an end and proper service demanded in retirn for the holdings.
The work was commenced in 1879, but at the end of 1884
it was found that the survey had cost an enormous sum of
money, and produced nothing but a long list of civil euits, in
which Government was bound to fail. Mr, Risley, c.s. (now
Bir H. H. Risley, x.01.8) was then deputed to compromise
the suits and bring the survey to a close ss quickly as possible,
both of which objects he effected, The total number of tenures
demarcated ns ghdlwali was 6,011, with an area of 165,608
acres or 2,430 square miles, and the cost of the procesdings
amounted to Rs, 63,380. The survey was completed in 1836-87;
and on its basis an amicble settlement of the ghdtwali lands
was undertaken in November 1884, These proceedings are
approaching completion. .

In all cases in which seftlement has heen effected, the
ghalwdls conocerned have been released from police duties. The
panohak has been abolished, and they pay the rent assessed for.
their land. The assessments have been made according to
prevailing rates as regards lands in the direct ocoupation of the
ghtwddls, but as regards lands held by them through their tenants,
76 per cent. of the rent realized by them from the latter has been
ncoppted as the assessment. A concession of 25 per cent. of the
total assessment has been allowed to the ghdlwils in considera-
tion of the fact that they have been enjoying the lands from
generation to generation on payment of & small quit-rent. The
remaining 75 per cent. of the assessment is being divided equally
between Government and the zamindérs, the Government demand
being fixed in perpetuity.

This amicable settlement has been made possible by the
peculiar nature of the tenures. Up to the present there have
been thres parties supposed to be beneficiaries in the land, the
State, the zamindar and the ghdatwal. The State has consented to
the pettlement, ns hitherto there has been but little return for the
heavy expenditure incurred on surveys and litigation in connection
with these tenures, and because the peculiar distribution of the
serviee land rendered it impossible to arrange for adequate service,
.9, one part of the district hed more ghdfwdis than could be
employed on any useful purpose, while another part had not
enough for the necessary watch and ward on the roads. The
gamindirs again received nothing but the quit-rent from the
ghdtwdl, whereas in the case of the saminddri panchaki lands the
lands are now being mede integral portions of the estates in
which they are situsted, the rental assessed being paid to .the
landlords, who again pay Government the revenne agreed upon
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for ‘the ghals minus the panchak formerly received by them and
included in the revenue demand. As regards the ghalwals, as the
sarddrs grew richer, they tended more and more to pose as land-
holders, and the obligation of personal sexvice, frequently involving'
the payment of blackmail to escape bullying by the rogular
police, became extremely distesteful to them. The tdbeddrs, on
the other hand, were constantly in frouble betwoen the neods of
their cultivation and the requiroments of the thina in the matter
of patrol. Desides {his, the abolition of the system les been
acquicsced in by the ghdlwdls as relioving them from the risk of
forfeiting their tenures by dismissal for disobeying orders. Such
enses had ocourred, and when an outsidor was appointed to
snooeed to o vacancy crented by dismissal, the family lost its land
for good.

" According to a return for the year 1887.88 the number of
estates borne on the revenne roll was 910, with a current revenue
demand of Rs, 4,568,000, The total number of estates in 1907
was 1,143, and the land revenue demand was Ras. 4,383,000,
representing an inorease of 20 per cent. in the number of estates
and of 6 per cent. in the demand during 20 years, Of these
estates, 1,071 with a demand of Rs. 4,81,000 are permanently
gettled, .including a certain number added- recently by the
vesumption and settlement of ghdéwali lands. The remaining
estates are mainly estates which were formerly leld revenue-froe
(lakhirdj), but were afterwards resumed by Government and
assessed, Most of these were at first settled temporarily, but
this error was rectified in Janunry 1866, when the Doard of
Revenue directed that all settlements of resumed lakiivd/ mahdls
ghould be revised, and seltlements effected with the proprietors
in perpetuity. DBesides the 1,071 permanently seftled estates,
there are 72 estates of which Government is the proprietor, 53
with a demand of Rs. 8(10 being temporarily seftled estates,
while 19 with a demand of Rs. 1,000 are under direct manage-
ment., The former are mostly petty estates formed out of the
surplus road-side land along the Raniganj-Midnapore read, The
latter include certain town Alds maldls and are also unimportant.
properties, which have been bought in by Government at sales
for arrears of revenue,

The tenures of Binkurd consist of propertice held under the
zamindirs and comprise (a) paini {aluks, with their subordinate
tenures called darpaini and sepatni, (V) mukarrari taluks, (e)
istémrdrt {aluks, and (d) {iaras incloding dar{jdras and sar-i-peshg
yiards. The following is a brief description of each of these
tenures, " . A o }

o
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It has been already mentioned that the RajiE of Bishnupur's -'-"HM
estato bocame broken up towards the end of the 18th century, *™™
and that in 1806 a considerable portion of it was purchased by the
Maharajs of Burdwin, who gradually became the proprietor of
four of the most important estates in the distriof, viz., Bishnupur,
Barahazari, Xarisundd, and the Jungle Mahal, On these
estates coming into his possession, he created wnder-tenurss,
known as palni fdfuks, similar to those in existenco on his large
ostates in Durdwin and other distriofs. A paini tenure is, in
effect, o leaso which binds its holder by terms and conditions
similar to those by which o superior landlord is bound fo the
State. By Regulation XLIV of 1793 the proprietors of estates
were allowed fo grant leases for o period not exceeding 10 years,
but this provision was rescinded by section 2 of BRegulation V
of 1812 ; while by Regulation XVIII of the same year proprietors
were declared competent to grant leases for any period even in
perpetuity. TFinally, Regulation VIII of 1819, known as the
Patni Bale Law, declared the validity of these permanent tenures,
defined the relative rights of the zamindfrs and their subordinate
paini (alukddrs, and estoblished n summary process for the mle
of such tenures in satisfaction of the zaminddr's demand of remt.
It also legalized under-letting on similar terms by the patnidars
and others,

Since the pasing of the Patni Bale Law, this :Eonn
of tenure has boen very popular with zamindfrs who wish to
divest themselves of the divect management of their property,
or part of it, or who wigh to raise money in the shape of a bonus.
It may be described asa tenure created by the samindir to be held
by the lessee and his heivs or transferses for ever af a rent flxed
in perpetuity, subject to the liability of annulment on sale of
the parent estate for arrears of Government revenue, unless
protected against the rights exercisable by anction purchasers
by common or special registry, as presaribed by sections 37 and
89 of Act XI of 1859, The tenant is called npon to furnish
collateral security for the rent and for his conduet generally, or
he is excused from this obligation at the zamindir's disoretion.

Under-tenures created by pagniddrs are celled darpatni, and
those created by darpatuidars ere called scpaini tenures, These
under-tonures ore, like the parent tenures, pexmanent, transferable
and heritable ; and have generally the seme rights, privileges,
and reapunmhihﬂaa osttached to them. They sare usually granted
on payment of a bonus. Section 13 of Eugu]ntmn VILI of 1819
provides rules for slaying the sale of a gaini, if it takes place
owing to the intentional withholding of payment of rent by the

K 2
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patnidar with the objeot of ruining his subordinate tenure-
holders. In such cases, the under-tenants are allowed the means
of saving the pafni tenure and their own under-tenares, by paying
into the Collector's office the advertized balance due to the
gaminddr. The peéni tenure so preserved forms the necessary
security to the depositors, who have a lien on it in the same
manner as if the lean had been made upon mortgage. The
depositors may then apply to the Collector for obtaining
immedinte possession of the defaulter’s tenure; and the defaulter
will not rccover his tenure, ‘“except upon repayment of the
entire sum advanced, with interest at the rate of 12 per cont. per
annum up to the date of possession having been given, or upon
exhibiting proof, in a regular suit to be instituted for the purpose,
that the full amount so advanced, with interest, has been realized
from the usufruct of the tenure.” .
Shikmy Shikmi tenures are a class of tenures of & peculiar nature,
tonurss.  reated by Government ab the settlement of resumed iakhirds
villages. During the investigations which were made into the
validity of the rent-free tenures of the district, several villages
wore discovered to be held under invalid /akhird/ grants, They
were resumed; ond in the course of the mensurement and
asspssment of the temants’ holdings preliminary to the settlement
of the villages by Government, several small /akhirdj holdings were
found. These were separately measured and assossed, and their
proprietors were called upon to enter into a settlement on the same
principle as was obeerved in the settlement of the entire village—
half the nssets being allowed to them as profits, ete, and half
taken as the revenue due to Government. But for convenience
sake, the proprietor of the entive mahdl was at the time of the
gettlement entrusted with the collection of the revenues due
from his shikmiddrs and was allowed 10 per cent. on the collections
a8 his remuneration, Thus came into existence the shikmi mahdls,
the revemue of which ispaid to Government through the
proprietors of the village in which they are situated, The status
of a shikmidar is that of a tenure-holder with hereditary and
transferable rights ; the Government revenue paid by them is fixed
in perpetuity, and is not subject to enhancement. Shikmi tenures
may be found in almost every part of the district.
Mukar- The old mukerrari tenures formerly existing in Bankurd were
::::m nearly all abolished at the decennial sottlement, and the mukarrars
¢dluks subsequently created are not numercus. Those that exist
have definite rights expressed in the written engagements by which
they are created. It is generally specified that they shall be
hereditary, and their renfs are not subject to enhancement.

ALY w
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Hence the name mularrard, which is derived from ths Persisn
karar, meaning fixed. At the corostion of o mukarrari tenurs,
the lessee pays a bonus or saldmi.

Darmukarraris are subordinate to mukarraris, and are nraatad
by the mukarrariddr. These tenures are also of a fixed nature,
and the rights of the lessee are the same as those of the superior
holder or mukarrariddr who created the tenure. Darmukarrori
tenures, however, are very few in numberin Bankurs.

Jstimrary taluks alsonre not numerous. All those found in Zetimedrs
Bankurd are said to have been created by proprietors of estates **™r*-
snbsequent to the decennial settlement. The rights and privileges -
of istimrdriddrs arve similar to those of mukarrariddrs, and a bonus
ie also paid by the tenant at the time of the execution of
the lense. Daristimrari taluks, or istimrdris of the second degres,

Al TAre.

The status of {jarddirs, or farmers, and of their subordinate Ijivan,
darijaradars, differs widely from that of the other intermediate
tenure-holders desoribed above. JIjardddrs hold farming leases, by
which a definite amount of annual rent is fixed for a spocified
term, usually varying from five to thirty years, Such leases are
granted not only by the zamindérs or superior landlords, but also
by sobordinate i@lukddrs or tenure-holders in an estate. The
lessor cannot enhance the rent of an ifdrd lease during its term;
and on its expiry, the ijérddar is not entitled to remewal. If
the latter is not specifically, by the conditions of his lease,
debarred from creating sn under-tenure, he ocoasionally areates a
darijard tenure, the term of which cannot, of course, be lc-ngar
than that of his own lease,

Another kind of {jdrd is known as a mar--peshgi fidrd, fe,

a lease granted in consideration of an advance of money. It may
be granted for an unspecified term of years, and made terminable
on certain conditions, e.g., when an estate is mortgaged as seourity
for » Joan. The term expires when the mortgagee has recovered
the amount of debt and interest from the proceeds of the property,
Buch leases are much in vogue in this part of the country, where
even the cultivators often give a zar-i-pesigt didrd of their lands to
the village makdjans.

The third class of tenures consists of lands held by actual Texise's
oultivators, which comprise (a) jamd or jot, (L) middi jama, () ®ozomas.
mukarrart and maurasi jamd, (d) korfd and darkorfa, and (s) bhag
Jut.

Cultivators’ holdings, called jamd or jo!, ave generally, butJamsee '
not always, held without any written engagement, The lands/o*
remain in the possession of one family from generation fo
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generation, and in most cases without any dooument of title.
All these tenures are now governed hy the Bengal Tenancy Act,
VIIL of 1885 as amended by Act I of 1907. In practice, a
Jamd is divided into es many parts as suit the convenience of
the ryots -who hold it, andthe total rent contributed by the
different holders thercof is paid by one of them {o the gumdshia
or rent-collector.

Miadi The term middi jamd is applied to the holding of a cultivator

fam3.  with only a temporary intorest in his land, which he holds for a
T fixed term of years undor a pdt/d or lease,

Biag jot.  Holdings for which the tenant pays a share (Lidg) of the
produce as rent are known as lkdg jof. An account of this
gystem of rent payment has already heen given in Chapter
VII.

i When waste lands are leased out for the purpose of being

burtjam: deared of jungle and brought under cultivation, the tenure is

- known by the name of jangelluri. Buch lands are generally
nssossodl at progressive rates of rent, payable after a certain
number of years, during which no rent ispaid. There used
to be large tracts of waste land on which sal timber grew
in abundance ; but most of these jungle tracts have now been
reclaimed and brought under the plough. Beveral zaminddrs
and falukdars have leased out a few of their jungle lands at a
emall snnual rvent, and others retain them in their immediate
possession.

Nayabadi, A tenure of a similar kind is that known as neydbadi, This
tenure is created by n samad granted by the zamindar or talukdar
to a person intending to clear and settle on waste land. The
tenant is empowered by the grant to bring land uvder eunltivation
within certain fixed boundaries and is remunerated either by a
gift of a special portion of the land rent-free or by deducting a
regular proportion from the rent of the entire tenure.

Joliisan,  Another tenure called jalsdsan is designed to encourage the
permenent improvement of land, e, a tenant obtains a grant
of & fixed quantity of land either rent-free or at a small quit-
rent on eondition that he construets tanks and reservoirs from
which that and other lands can be irrigated.

Dakhal- Anothér peculiar tenure called daklialddri is found only in

%ri.  pargans Simlipal in thana Reipur., The holder of the tenure
has a right of ocoupanay, but the rent of the tenure is regarded as
lisble to enhancement. !

Mukar- ~ Somp cultivators bold land under leasss called mukarrari
;":::::- and mawrast, the chief stipulations of which are that the remt
joma, 18 subject neither to enhancement nor abatement, and that the
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tenure descends from father to son. These leases are generally
granted on the payment of a bonus or saldmi by the tenant,

- A subayoli tenure subordinate to that held by an ordinary Torf3
cultivator is oalled Jorfé. Korfd teoures are generally created o
verbally, and in some cases thexe arc aleo “durkorfaddrs, or ryots
holding under korfaddra.

Thoe fourth class of tenures consists of lands held either ontirely mm
vent-froo (bo-panchak), or lieble to a nominel quit-rent (panchak):
Buch tenures wore formerly very numerous in the district, How
numerous and varied they were may be gathered from a letter
written in 1845 by the Rajd of Bishnmupur to the Judge of
Biinkurd, in which he gave the following list and description of
the varions panchaki mahdls which existed in the territory.of
his ancestor :—(1) Sendpati makal—panchak paid for service lands
held by the commanding officers of the army. (2) Mahal-bera
mahdl—panohak paid for service lands held by the gunards of the
Bishnupur fort. (3) Chharidari mahal—panchak paid for service
lands held by the Raja's mace-bearers. (4) Baklheli makil—
panchak paid for sorvice lands held by taklshis or military
paymasters. (5) Kashiha-bhdanddr mahil—panckhak paid for servioe
lands held by the suppliers of fuel for the Raji's palace. (B) Sha-
girdi-pesha mahdl—panchak paid for service lands held by private
servants of the Raji, such as klidwds, khidmatgars, namhdlds,
goraits, eto, (7) Kret mahal—panchak paid for service lands held
by the court officials of the Raja, such as the diwdn, eto. (8) Top-
khand mahil—panchak paid for service lands held by the gunners.
(9) Dom mahdl—panchak paid for service lands held by druommers
and mwusicians, (10) Kahdrdn mahdl—panchak paid for service
lands held by palanquin bearers. (11) Khatali malal—panchak
paid for service lands held by coolies and labourers for working
in the fort. (12) Hatila mahal—panchak paid for the sites of
markets at Bishnupur, (18) Be-faladi mahal—panchak paid for
lands granted by the Raja for charitable and religions purposes

The majority of these tenures have been abolished by the
Maharija of Burdwan; but paschaki lakkirdj tenures are still to
be found in pargana Bishnupur, where certain sovrvice and rent-
{ree panchaki lands granted by the Raja of Bishnupur for religious
purposes- have not been interfered with, though some service
lands have lapsed to the proprietor of the estate on the decease of
the servants who formerly enjoyed them, OF other service
tenures which have survived, by far the most important are the
ghatwdli tenures described above. The chaukiddri chdkrdn lands,
i.0., the lands held by village ehaukidars in lieu of wages have also
been resumed and transferred to the zamindars under Aok VI
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(B.0.) of 1870, the chaukiddrs being paid from the chaukiddri
tax. A few other interesting service tenures are still left, such
a8 simdnddari, imdmddri (or mandali), khorposh snd hikimal
tenures,

Stmdnaddrs are & body of men who do the work of chankidars
in thanes Indis and Kotalpur, and have grants of land in lien of
wages, These lands are being resumed and settled with the
gamindars, the simanddars being left in posscssion of their hold-
ings a8 ocoupanocy ryots under the zamindérs concerned.

Iimamdiri  The itmdmddari or mandali tenmure exists only in the western

ot
mandali.

Eherporh,

portion of the district in thinas Raipur and Khatra. The holder
of the tenure performs the duties of & gumdshta or collector of
rents and holds a grant of land in lien of wages, acquiring an
hereditary oooupancy right in the land.

The grants given by o zamindér to the members of his family
for their maintensnce are called Adorpest tenures, In some
instances such tenures revert to the original grantor or his heirs
on the death of the grantee, and in others they are hereditary.

Hikimal.  Hikimdli is a term applied to a/grant of land assigned fur the

Rent-
FRER
TENUREA,

maintenance of the Aikim or second brother of a RAj& or zamindar.
On the death of the latter, the second brother of his suoccessor
takes up the name and the land, A /Aékimali tenure is thus
dependent on the life of the Rija or zamindir and nob of the
tenure-holder himself, -

Rent-free tenures form the fifth and last class of landed
estates in Bankurd district. Several varieties of this tenure exist,
but none prevail to any considerable extent. Lands granted for
religious purposes, such as bralmottar, sivoifar, debotiar, eto., by
Hindus, and pirottar, chirdgdn, ete., by Muhammadans, are found
in many villages. Besides these, there are several other rent-free
tenureés granted for charitable purposes, and numerous small rent-
free holdings, which do not appear to have been assigned for any
special purposs.

Rent-free tenure-holders have several olasses of ryots directly
under them, and in some cases middlemen, generally mukarrariddrs
or tdlukddrs, to whom the ryots holding or cultivating the said
lands pay their rent. Some proprietors of small rent-free holdings
are simple oultivators, who either oultivate their rent-free lands
themselves or sub-let them.

PR ———
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OHAPTER XI.

—

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.

For administrative purposes the distriot is divided into the two Apsms.
subdivisions of Bankmd and Bishnupur, the former being under g4\ 5ars
the direct eupervision of the Collector, while Bishnupur is in ame
oharge of n Bubdivisional Officer, who is generally a Deputy 4™
Collector of the Provincial Civil Service, At Bankura the
sanctioned staff consists of three Deputy Collectors, of whom

two are magistrates of the first olass and one is vested with the
powers of a magistrate of the second or third clsss; in addition

to these officers, there are sometimes one or two E—nb—Da‘_nnty
Collectors. At Bm'hnupur the Bubdivisional Officer is assisted

by & Bub-Deputy Collector.

The revenue of the district, under the main heads, rose from Raymxoe.

Re. 7,16,000 in 1880-81, when the income-tax had not been
imposed, to Rs. 8,11,000 in 1890-81 and to Rs, 9,445,000 in 1900.01.
Tn 1806-07 it amounted to Re. 10,81,000, of which Rs. 4,85,000
were derived from land revenue, Rs 8,49,000 from stamps,
Rs, 1,20,000 from excise, Rs, 1,06,000 from cesses, and Ra, 21,000.
from income-tax.

The collections of land revenue fell from Rs, 4,59,000 in Land
1880-81 to Rs. 458,000 in 1890-91, but rose sgain to Rs. 4,60,000 orenue
in 1900-01, In 1906-07 they aggregsted Rs 4,835,000 collected
from 1,143 estates, the ourrent land revenue demand bemg
Rs. 4,883,000, of which Rs. 4,81,000 wero payable by 1,071
permanently settled estates and Rs. 800 by 63 temporanly settled
estates, while the demand from 19 estates held direct by
Government wes R, 1,100. The total land revenue demand
is equivalent to 25 per cent. of the gross rental of the
district,

The receipts from judicial and non-judicial stamps rank next stampa.
in importance ss a source of revenue., They increased from
Rs. 2,460,000 in 1896-87 to Ras. 2,709,000 in 1900-01, and rose still
further to Rs 8,49,000 in 1906-07. There has, in fact, been &
steady increase year after year, owing to the growth of both the
number and value of suits instituted in the Civil Courts, which is
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aitributed to the spread of education making the people belter
acquainted with their rights. More than four-fifths (Rs, 2,00,000)
of the receipts in 1908-07 were obtained from the sale of
judicinl stamps, and in pertioular of court-foo stamps, which
accounted for Rs. 2,64,000; while Rs, 69,500 wero obtained
from tho sale of non-judicial stamps, nearly the whole of
this sum (Rs, 57,000) being due to tho demand for impressed
glamps.

The receipts from oxcise roso from Ra. 82,000 in 1806-07
to Rs. 95,000 in 1900-01, and further inercased in 1906-07

. to R, 1,20,000. The greater portion of the oxcise revenue is

dorived from the sale of counfry spivit prepared by distillation
from the flower of the mwhud tree (Bussia latifolia)., The
receipts from this source amounted in 1906-07 fo Rs. 54,000,
or nearly half of the fotal excise revenue. The manufacture
and sale of country spirit were previously carried on under
both the outstill system and the central distillery system, i.e,,
there were outstills serving the wild fracts to the south-west
and a contral distillery ot Biankurd for the supply of the
rest of the distxict. In 1907 the contract supply system
was introduced, i.¢., the local manufacture of country epirit
has been prohibited, and a contract for the wholesale supply
of spirit given out fo a firm of distilless. The contractors
are forbidden to hold any relail licenses for its sale, but
are allowed the use of distillery and warehouse buildings
for the storage of liquor. The right of  refail vend is
disposed of by separate shops, each of which is put up to
auction ; and the retail vendors are forbidden to sell liquor

- except at prescribed strengths, for which maximum prices

aro fized.
According to the returns for 1006-07, there is ome retail

ghop for the sale of country epirit to every 16,417 persons;
and in that year the average consumption of the central
distillery liquor was 4 proof gallons and of outstill spirit 53 proof
gallons per 1,000 of the population. The receipts from the
sale of country spirit and of the fermented liquor called Zari
rapramntad an expenditure of Rs, 721 per 10,000 of the popu-
lation, & figure lowor than thet returned by any district in the

., - Burdwan Division except Midnapore, On the other hand, the
yecaipts. from pachwai or rice beer are considerable, amounting to

Rs. 26, Uﬂﬂ'm 1006-07, a total exceeded in only four other districts
in the Province {Burdwﬁn, Birbhiim, Darjeeling and the Santal
Parganas), This is the nationsl drink of the aboriginal races,
who regard . it as a nu.tnhnua fnod and utilize it as a. substitute

MLgs LR
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for & meal. The consamption of imported liquors is exceedingly
smell, the mass of the po ion being unable to afford foreign
spirits and also preferring |the country spirit and packwes they
have drunk for generaliony past.

.. The consumption of ppium is not great, only Re 23,000
being obtained from the duty and license fecs, The revenue from
this source is less than in any other diskriet in the Burdwin
Division, and amounts to only Is. 203 per 10,000 of the popula-
tion. There is even less demand for ganja, is., the dried flowering
tops of the oultivatod female hemp plant ( Cunnabis indica) and the
resinous exudation on them, The consumption of this drug isless
than in any district in Bengal except Angul, the duty and Iicense
fees realising only Rs. 16,000 in 1906-07, or Rs, 150 per 10,000
of the population.

Tlond and public works cesses are, ns usual, levied ab t]:.e Cosace.
maximum rate of one anna in the rupee. The colleclions fell
from Re. 07,000 in 1808-07 to Re. 94,000 in 1800-01, but
inereased to Rs. 1,086,000 in 1906-07, Tho current demand in
the year lost naomed was Re. 1,065,476, of which Re. 04,340
were payable by 1,432 revenue-paying estates, Ils. 5,680 by
1,502 rent-free properties, and Iis, 5,268 by 887 revenue-free
oatates. The number of estates assessed to cesses is thus 3,321,
while the number of tenures is 92,704, andthere are therefore
28 times as many tenures liable fo pay cesses as there are estates.
The number of recorded shareholders of estates ml.d. tenures is
8,760 and 104,400 map&utwaly

In 1901 02 the income-tax yiclded Rs. 18,000 paid by 985 Income-
assessoes, of whom 698 paying Rs. 8,000 had incomes of Rs. 500 '**
to Rs, 1,000, At thet time the minimum income nssessable was
Rs. 500, but this was rised in 1003 to Rs 1,000, thereby giving
relief to a number of petty traders, money-lenders and clerks.
The number of assessees consequently fell in 1903 fo 874 and
the collections to Rs. 16,000, In 1006-07 the tax yielded
Ris, 21,000 paid by 463 assessees.

There are 9 offices for the registration of assurances under A ot Rogintra-
IIT of 1877. At Bankurd' the District Sub-Registrar deals as "™
usual with the documents presented there, and also assists the
District Magistrate, who is ex-gfficio District Tegistrar in supex~
viging the proceedings of the Bub-Registrarsin charge of the
other registration offices. The average number of documents
rogistered anually during the quinquennium ending in 1899 was
26,310, but in the .5 years ending in 1004 it incremsed to
30 &EU, the increase being due to the settlement of reaumadt
chaukidars and ghdtwali lands,’ ca e
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" The mn.rgmnl atatmant shows the number of doouments
v m“% rogistered  and  the

Documentn

OFFICE. Reolpls.

PIIER.  [resistored, | TROSOP receipts and expenditure

B Rs, ot each office in 1807,

Binkusf .| aden 7,588 7,083 offies in 1 mr

Ehlmupul! 2,430 Ty umo | The number of regis-
a.jm;hlﬂ 4,785 4,047 9,281 B s

h;i:' . 4 4 1o trations was  higher

otalpn ?‘% ;,}E ];:m than in any other dis-

Raipur | ams 2:88% 1ms | triet in  the Division,

BenEmukhl .., B 544 2,087 1,077 GXﬂBpt Burdwin and
Torsn .| s | st | e | ppianasore,

The staff enterfained for the administration of civil justice
consists of the Distriet Judge and Sub-Judge at DBanknra and of
six Munsifs, of whom three hold their cowts at Binkur@ and the
remaining three at Bishnupur, Khate and Ilotalpur, There has
been, on the whole, a steady increase in the number of civil suits
in recent yoars, which the District Magistrate asoribes to the
growth of intelligence and education among the masses, who
are gradually becoming more acoustomed to resort to the
Civil Courts than to use criminal foroe in establishing their
righta,

Criminal justice is administered by the Distriet and Bessions
Judge, the District Magistrate, and the Doputy and Sub-Deputy
Magistrates stationed at Bankurda end Bishnupur. The sane-
tioned staff at Bankura consists of the Distriot Magistrate, two
Deputy Magistrates of the first class and one Deputy Magistrate
of the second or third olass, in addition to the Bub-Deputy
Magistrates of the second or third class who are somotimes
gtotioned there. The Bubdivisional Officer at Bighnupur is
almost invariably a Magistrate vesled with frst class powers,
and is usually assisted by a Sub-Deputy Magistrate of the
second or third class. Besides these stipendiary Magistrates,
there are benches of Honorary Magistrates at Bankurd and

- Bishnupur, besides an Honorary Magistrate at each of the

Crime,

following places :—Gangajalghati, Indds, Khatrd, Raipur and
Sondmulkhi.

Bankurda has long had an unenviable repulation for barbour-
ing organized bands of dacoits, who commit numerous dacoities
within its borders or in the surrounding districts. It stands high
in the list of distriots in which this form of crime is provalent;
in the three years 1901-03 the average annual number of dacoities
committed was 15, and though the number fell to 8 in 1904 and
also in 1905, it rose aguin to 10 in 1906, Systematio efforts
have been made in recert years to break up these gangs of
dacoits, and the cases instituted have brought to hght Bome
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remarkable facts regarding them. It was found thet one gang
had been in oxistence for over 20 years and consisted of
no less than 103 members, and that another had been at
work ginos 1879, A third inoluded 86 members, and the
ring-leader of o fourth confessed to no less than 22 dacoities
and 60 burgleries committed by his gang in Binkuri between
1840 and 1901, The history of a fifth gang which ecarried
on its operations in Bénkurd is even more remarkable, for it
dates back to the Mutiny of 1857, when the gang is reported
to have woylaid a body of the mutineers and stripped them
of their arms and loot. It was composed of aboriginals, 76
in number, to whom were traced 30 dacoities, committed in
this district and Minbhim between 1895 and 1905, Ancther
gang, composed chiefly of Bhumijes, formerly Imown locslly as
ehuars or robbers, committed crime not, only in Bankura, which
they made their hesdgquarters, but also in Hooghly, Midnapore
and M#nbhiim; no less than 18 dacoities and 7 burglaries
were traced fo fhis gang. Another famous band of dacoits
consisted of TuntiA Musalmins, who were ncoountable for 22
dacoities committed in DBinkuri and Hooghly. Yet another
gang, consisling of Lohdrs, was in the habit of committing
dacoities not only in Béankurd, but also in Hooghly, Burdwin
and the 24-Parganas,

The above mccount of the Bankurd dacoite will show the grminsl
existenoe of certain classes who obtain their livelihood by clsses,
habitual and organized crime. Among those who have acquired
notoriety as dacoits, the Lohfrs and the Tuntii Musalmiins
may be mentioned. The Lohiirs arenot,es in other distriots, a
respectable artisan olass of Aryan descent but are semi-aboriginals,
gimilar to the Bagdis. Of latea years, however, they have
been endenvouring to improve their social condition, and in
the District Census Report of 1891 it is steled as & fnct
worthy of notice that the Lobfivs are gradually progressing.
# They show by their ncts that they are ambitions to improve
their eocial status without publicly erying out for social prece-
dence, Fduoation is now gradually spreading itself among
them, and they are often found to take a great interest in
the observance of eimple Hindu rites and oceremonies, Their
love for Harisankirtan is gradually bringing them in close contact
with higher castes,”

The Tuntid Musalming have their headquarters in Midnapore,
but & certain number are found in the south of thedistrict. They.
are & Muhsmmadan caste, whose traditional ocoupation is cultiva-
tion "of the mulberry (funt) for, isedmg silk-worms, Tluq_
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oooupetion having become lees profitable of late years, many
have taken to ordinary cultivation and fleld labour, others to
twisting ropes from a reed colled sa», while others are profes-
gional thieves and dacoits. In order to watoh their move-
monts and check their depredalions, it was found necessiry
to establish a beat-house af Biromanipur in the Kotalpur
thina,

The control of emigration to the tea gardens plays an import-
ant part in the of administrationthe district. Regarding this
the Commissioner writes as follows in his Administralion Report
on the quinguennium 1900-01 to 1904.045 : —* It appears that there
was a steady increase of emigrants from year to year, but the number
represents toa large extent the coolies recruited by garden sarddrs,
who are more successful in securing coolies than the rocruiters
employed by confractors, The number of contractors’ coolies is
gradually coming down with the gradual development of the free
system, which has practionlly taken its place. During the last
few months, registration under Chapter ILI has practionlly ccased,
but instances of frandulent recruitment by free recruiters have been
go common and widespread that legislation is necessary, so as to
proteot simple and ignorant villagers from being enticed away and
sent off to the tea districts under false reprecentations, As great
enre is taken to see that no cooly is fraudulently recruited when
produced for registration, the recruiters under the contract system,
whenever they have any doubts of securing registration, betako
themselves to the more easy procedure laid down under gection 92
of the Emigration Act and manage to send the coolies to labour
districts a8 free recruits, Fres emigralion is therefors open to
many abuses, and the system goes to increase rather than to
decrease the facilities of fraudulent recruitment. A large number
of emigrants were repatriated last year, and most of them were
recrnited as free emigrants. The Magistrate states that it is very
difficult fo bring home to the offenders charges of unlawful
recrnitment for want of sufficient evidence. There were 12 depéts
and rest-houses at the close of the period under review as against
5 in 1899-1900,”

For police purposes the distriect is divided into 9 thiinas or
police circles, viz, in the headquarters subdivision, Binkurs
with an orea of 332 square miles, Ganghjalghsti with the
Barjord outpost having a combined area of 465 square miles,
Onda (329 square miles), Raipur (333 square miles) with the
Simlapil oubtpost (119 equare miles), and Khftrd (343 square
wiles) ; and in the Bishnupur subdivision, Bishnupur (302
square miiles), Kotalpur (133 square miles), Indds (124 square
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miles) and Bonfmukhi (141 square miles). Besides the thanas,
there are 11 outposta s shown below :—

Tollee station, Datpost, I Talice station, Outpoat, [
Banam 1ivisrow A. IsnRUrTR SODDIVISION. |
Banlori ... ... ) Chldlei. Juypur.
Eillori Bighnnpue “'{ JuyrEmpuy,
OangRjalghitl .., 4 | Mejii. Kotalpnr,
Barjorf, SouRmnklii.
[ndis.
Bapam Tivierow B,
Tows Portoz.
Ondii v « | Taldangri,
Hni_pur we s | SimEipkl, Danluri ' LR jgrim,
Khatrd , Indpur, Dlalinnpur Bonwmukl’,

The regular police foree consisted in 1906 of a Superintendent,
5 Inspeotors, 31 Sub-Inspectors, 30 Head-Constables and 325
constables, o total force of 397 men, representing one policeman
to every 66 square miles and to every 2,812 of the population.
The rural force for the watoh and ward of villages in the interior
is composed of 249 dafadars and 2,754 chaukidars, indluding a
small body of men called simanddirs in the Indis and Kotalpur
thanae, whose services are remunerated by grants of land ; other
ehaukiddrs are paid Rs. 4 a month.
There is o district jail at Bankurd with accommodation Jirs,
(in 1907) for 301 prisoners, viz., barracks for 213 male conviots,
" 12 female convicts, 30 under-trial prisoners and 8 civil prisoners,
cells for 6 male convicts, and & hospital with 32 beds for male
conviets. There is o subsidiary jail at Bishnupur, which has
accommodation for 12 male and 3 femele prisoners, The
industries carried on in the district jail are oil-pressing, brick-
making, weaving of daris and cloth, and cane and bamboo work.
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CHAPTER XIL

LOCAL SELF.-GOVEENMERNT.

Distazer Oursing the municipalities of Bavkurd, Bishnupur and Sondmukhr,

Boarp.

Income.

Expondi-
ture,

the administration of local affairs, such as . the maintenance
of roads, bridges, ferries and pounds, the control of village
sanitation and water-supply, the provision of medical relief, eto.,
rests with the District Board, nssisted by the Loocal Boards of
Bankurd and Bishnupur and & Union Committee at Kotalpur.
The Distriet Board eonsigts of 15 members, of whom seven are
elected, four are nominated, and four are ez-offcio members.
According to the returns for 1906-07, pleaders and mulhédrs
predominate, representing 40+ per cent. of the members, while
Government servants and the land-holding classes each represent
266 per cent.

The average annual income of the Distriot Board during the
10 years ending in 1901-02 was Ils, 1,10,000, of which Rs. 42,000
wore derived from the road cess. During the guinguennium
ending in 1905-06 it amounted, on the average, to Rs. 1,24,000 per
annum, of which Rs. 48,000 were obtained from the road ocees,
Rs. 83,000 from Government contributions, Rs, 2,000 from
pounds, Js, 1,500 from ferries, and Rs, 39,500 from other
sources. In 1906-07 the opening balance was Rs. 49,000, and
the receipts of the year aggregated Re. 1,15,000, incduding
Rs. 49,000 realized from the road cess, Re. 30,000 contributed from
Provincial revenues, Rs. 1,600 obtained from folls on ferries,
and Ra. 2,000 from pounds. Here, as elsewhere, tho road cess
is the prineipal source of inoome, but the incidence of taxation is
light, being ouly 9 pies per hoad of the population—a proportion
lower than in any other distriot in the Burdwin Division.

The average annual expenditure during the decade ending in
1901-02 was Rs. 1,09,000, of which Rs. 57,000 were spent on
civil works, Rs. 32,000 on education, and RHs. 2,000 on medieal
relief. During the 5 years ending in 1905-06 the dishursements
amounted to Rs. 1,30,000, the chief items being Ra. 47,000 epent
on communieations, Re. 37,000 on education, and Hs, 4,000 on
medioal relief. In 1906-07 the expenditure was Re. 1,28,000, of
which more then half (Rs, 79,000) was allocated to civil works,
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while education accounted for Rs, 36,000. The heaviest charge
on the income of the District Board is the maintenance of
.communications, It now maintains 61 miles of metalled roads
snd 541 miles of unmetalled roads, besides a large number of
village tracks with a total length of 105 miles; the cost of
maintaining these roads in 1906-07 was Rs. 54, Rs. 42, and
Re. 28 per mile respectively. The Board maintains 7 Middle
schools and aids 2 High sohools, 33 Middle schools, 169 Upper
Primary schools and 868 Lower Primary schools. For the purpose
of smpervision, it entertains 11 Inspecting Pandits, Altogether
b per cent. of the ordinary income of the Board was expended
in the same year on medical relief and sanitation—a proportion
higher than in any other district in the Division except Burdwin
and Birbhiim. Three dispensaries are entirely maintained by it,
gix dispensaries receive grants-in-aid, ond special measures are
taken on the outbreak of epidemio diseases.

In subordination to the District Board are the Bankurs and Locaxn
Bishnupur Local Boards, the jurisdiction of each corresponding Z4*°%
to the subdivisional charge of the seme name. The Bankura
Local Board is composed of 12 members, of whom six are nomi-
nated and six are elected ; while the Bishnupur Local Board is
composed of 12 members, all nominated by Governmint as the
system of election has not been introduced. The Loocal Boards
receive allotments from the funds of the Distriet Board,-and are
entrusted with the maintenance of village roads, pounds and
ferries, and some other small functions.

There is only one Union Committee in the distriet, viz., that Usow
of Kotalpur, which was established in 1904.05. It has an area SO¥*™
of 2 square miles, and a population of 6,083 persons. The
Oommittes is administered by a Doard of 7 members, and ia
reported to display little activity ; for in 1905-06 the Committee
held no mestings and spent nothing, while in 1906-07 it held
only two meetings and merely spent the balance of the previous
year (Ra, 350).

There are 3 municipalities in the district, viz., Bankurs, Bish< Mewi-
nupur and Sonamukhi, The number of rate-payers in 190607 Sy
was 6,954, representing 13-07 per cent. of the population (53,204) -
residing in municipal limits, as compared with the average of
16-15 per cent. for the whole Division. The sverage incidence of
taxation in that year was only annas 7-5 per head of the popula-
tion, as against the Divisional average of Re, 1-18-3, and varied from
pnnas 10-1 in Bankord to annas 5-9 in Bishnupor and Sonimukhi.

- The munjeipality of Bankura, which was establiched in 1860, is Biukuri.
administered by s Municipal Board composed of 12 Oommissioners, '
L
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of whom eight are elected, one is nominated by Government,
snd three are se-gfficic members. The area within municipal
limits in 1906 was 4'96 square miles, the number of rate-payers
being 2,482 or 12 per cent. of the population ; but in 1907 the
area was extended to 5°96 square miles by the inclusion within
municipal limits of mausds Kethidrdinga, Demurari Gopinithpur,
Murré and Ladiha.

The average annual income of the municipality during the
decade ending in 1901.02 was Its. 13,000, and the expenditure
was Rs. 12,000 ; and during the 5 years ending in 1805-06 they
were Rs. 17,500 and Rs, 15,000 respectively, In 1906-07 the
income aggregated s 19,000, besides an opening balance of
Rs. 3,000. The chief source of income is & tax on persons,
eocording to their cireumstances and property, sssessed at the
rate of 1} per cent. on the income of the assessees. This fax
brought in Re. 7,000; and next in importamce are a tax on
animals and vehioles, whioh brought in Rs. 3,000, and & conser-
vanoy rate, which brought in Re. 2,400, while fees from markets
realized Rs. 1,200, The total incidence of taxation was annas 10-1
per head: of the population. 'I'he expenditure in the same year
was Rs. 20,500, excluding Rs. 4,000 expended on the repay-
ment of Mans, advances and deposits, The prinecipal items of
expenditure were medioal relief, conservancy, drainage and publio
works, which accounted for 26-01, 24°1, 15°3 and 135 per cent.
respeotively of the total expenditure.

It is reported that, at the present rate of taxation, the
municipality cannot undertake new projects or carry out sub-
stantial reforms for want of funds, The supply of drinking water -
is said to be defective, the town being mainly dependent on the
two rivers on the north and south, which run nearly dry in the
hot weather, and there is also naad of good tanks containing
sufficient water for bathing and eulinary puTposes. The drainage
ayutam and lighting system are also said to require improvement.
On the other hand, the drainage is believed to be better than
in most of the towns in Bengal, and, on the whole, the sanitary
condition of the town is good and the roads are well kept up.

- Bishnupur was constituted a municipality in 1873, and has
& Municipal Board consisting of 12 Commissioners, of whom eight
are elected and four are nominated by Government. The area
within municipal limits is 8 square miles, and the number of rate-
payers is 2,804, representing 146 per cent. of the population
residing within municipal limits. The average annual income of
the municipality -during the 5 years ending in 1905-06 was
Re, 10,000, and the expenditure was.Rs 9,000, In 1906-07



LOOAL BELF-GOVERNMENT, 147

the income of the municipality was Re. 10,000, of which
Rs. 5,500 were obtained from a tax on persons sccording to
their ciroumstances and property, levied at 1} per cent. on
the income of thoe assessees, while a tax on animals and vehioles
brought in Rs, 1,200, The incidence of taxation was annas 5.9
per head of the population, The expenditure in the same yesr
was Ras, 8,000, the prinocipal items being conservancy, medical
relief, public works and education, which accounted for 21'9, 152,
16'6 and 106 per oent, respectively of the total expenditure,

The municipality of Sonfimukhi was established in 1886, and Sout.
is administered by a Municipal Board, consisting of 9 Commig. mukki.
sioners, all of whom are nominated by Government, the elective
system not being in foroe. The area within municipal limits is
4 square miles, and the number of rate-payers is 1,668, represents
ing 124 per cent. of the population. The average annual income
of the municipality during the 5 years ending in 1905-06 was
Rs, 5,840, and the expenditure was Res. 5,820, In 1906-07 its
income was Rs. 5,000, besides an opening balance of Rs. 1,200.
The chief source of income is a tax on persons, according to
their cironmstances and property, levied at 2 per cent. on the
income of the rate-payers, which bronght in Rs, 4,000 ; the total
incidence of taxation was annss 5-8 per head of the population.
The expenditure in the same year was Re. 6,000, the principal
items of expenditure being conservancy (23'5 per cent.), medical
relief (13'8 per cent.), and education (12'2 per cent.).

L2
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CHAPTER XIIL

EDUCATION.

Proanzss THE backward state of education in the district half a century
::’oﬁl’“*‘ sgo may be gathered from the account given in 1863 by Colonel
" Qastrell in the first Statisticol Report of Binkura. In 1847 a
Deputy Colleotor, who had an intimate scquaintance with the
habits of the people and had travelled over every part of the
distriot, reported :—** Education is very little attended to. Few,
indeed, can do more than write their names even in the towns.
In the villages education. may be said to be entirely neglected.
In the towns the ohildren of tradespeople attend the Guru
Mahfisaya or Pandit’s school until they understand common
scoounts.” Up to 1861 there were only 12 echools, with 967
pupils, established by Government; and the state of these schools
was not satisfactory owing to the want of interest in them taken
by the pecple. * But,”” said Colonsl Gastrell, “ where such utter
darkness had prevailed, any light, breaking in and dispelling
no matter how little of it, is to be hailed with delight as the
dawn of a brighter day.” As regards the state of education in
his own day, Colonel Gastrell wrote :—* Education is neither
much sought after nor thought of by the lower classes. Few

can read, still fewer write.”
The progress which has been made since the above remarks
were written has been undoubtedly great, though, Bankurd being
s poor and backward district,the advance has not been so rapid
a8 in richer parts of the country. Tigures showing the extension
of education for any lengthy period camnot be given, as the
distriet did not acquire its present dimensions until 1879 ; but an’
idea of the progress made recently can be gathered from the
returns for the last 25 years. According to statistics furnished
by the Eduocation Department, the number of schools in the year
J 1881 was 1,410 and there were 32,243 scholars on the rolls. In
1891 the mumber of edacational institutions had inoreased to
1,634 and the mumber of pupils to 39,067, During the next
10 years there was a falling off in the number of schools, while
the attendance remained almost stationary, the number of the
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former in 1001 buing 1,300, while the aggregate of pupils was
39,092, The census of that year showed that the total tumber
of persons able to read and write was 103,679, representing 9'8
per oent. (183 males and 05 females) of the population.
According to the returns for 1906-07, there are, in addition
to a college at Bankurd, 1,406 schools attended by 43,815 pupils,
the number of boys receiving instruction being 46'8 per cent. of
the number of boya of school-going age.

Of the total number of schools, 1,330 with 42,608 pupils are Gevezax
publio institutions, end 76 with 707 pupils are private institutions, 27AT™
Of the former, 12 schools attended by 680 pupils, are under
public management, five being managed by Government and
geven by the District Board; while 1,318 schools, attended by
41,948 pupils, are under private management, 1,184 heing aided,
while 134 are unaided. The inspecting staff consiste of 2
Deputy Inspectors of Schools, B Sub-Inspectors of Schools, one
Assistant Sub-Inspector and 11 Inspecting Pandits.

The only college in the distriet is the college at Bankura Cosre-
maintained by the Wesleyan Mission, which is affilisted up to the gpyg;.
B. A, Examination in Arts. The college was established in 1903, rros.
and new buildings are being constructed, including a hostel
for Hindu boys, another for Christian students, and a house for
the Principal. A fuller acoount of the college will be found in
Chapter IIT.

The number of secondary schools is 63, and the attendance Szooxn-
at them is 5,000, Of these schools no less than thirteen are High sinow.
schools, at which 2,133 boys receive instruction, The largest
is the Kuchkuohii High school, with 336 boys on the rolls; -
this school is maintained by the Wesleyan Mission, and is
aided by Government. One school is maintained by Government,
viz., the Zila school at Binkurd, and mine receive grants-in-aid,
viz., the High schools at Kuchkuchii, Bishnupur, Kotalpur,
Kuchidkol, Honamukhi, Palisdinga, Rol, Maliara and Belitaore,
Begides these, there are three unpaided schools, viz, the Bankurd
Hindu High school and the High schools at REjgrim and
Indas. There are altogether 28 Middle English schools, inelud-
ing 25 sided and 2 unaided schools, besides one maintained by
the District Board. Secondary vernacular education is losing
popularity, and the mumber of Middle Vernacular schools has .
decrensed to 22, of which 6 are maintained by the District Board 2
snd 16 are unaided. '

The total number of boys’ Primary schools in the dj_atmintiaf;gﬂ‘!
1.{}59, ﬂf ?hiﬂ'ﬂ. 199 ATE UPPBI' Frimﬁry anﬂ. Sﬂg Brae Iﬂwﬂr TION,
Primary schools, With the exception of two Upper Primary
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-gchools attached to the two Gurn Training schools, all the schools
are under private management, 956 being aided and 101 unaided.
The attendance at these schools is 84,119, viz., 32,468 boys and
1,651 girls. There are also 88 night schools attended by 1,691
pupils, mostly sons of ortisans and day labourers, It is reported
that most of the Upper Primary schools have separate buildings,
but that they are not very suitable for the purpose, and that
there are scarcely any Lower Primary schools with separate
buildings. For want of such accommodation, the classes are
generally held in the common pitjd houses of the village or in
the verandah of some well-to-do villager's house : a piijd house,
it may be explained, is the house set aside for the performance
of the barwaris (religious and musical entertainments) of the
village.

The advance of female education, at least of a primary charaoc-
ter, has been very noticeable in recent years; for the number of
Primary girls' schools rose from 90 in 1901-02 to 183 in
1906-07 and the attendance from 1,466 to 2,987, besides 1,654
girls reading in boys' schools. In all, 4,641 girls received instruc-
tion in 1906-07 as compared with 3,209 in 1901-02, i.s., the
increase during the decade was no less than 41 per cemt. At
present, the majority of these schools are taught by male teachers
belonging to neighbouring boys' schools, and there are only a
few girls' schools with o separate staff. The number of fomale

- teachers is very few, for there are only five schools with female
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teachers, and they are all Christian,

There are four Training schools for the training of Primary
gchool teachers, of which three are intemded for male and one
for female teachers. Of the former, two are under the direct
management of the Education Department, and one, at Birenga,.
is maintained by the Wesleyan Mission. That Mission also
mh.n{.'intainn the Training school for female teachers mentioned
ahove.

Industrial or techmical education is practically mon-existent,

- the only technioal school being that known as the Bankura

Mission Technical School, which is maintained by the Wesleyan
Mission, At this school carpentry, shoe-making, weaving and
the manufacture of cane baskets are taught,

Under this head may be clagsed the Sanskrit fo/s and musical
sohools establiched in the district. Hanskrit fols number 15 and have
211 boys on the rolls, the pupils being taught Sanskrit grammar,
literature, rhetorie, logie, Hindu philosophy and Hindu law.
There are 5 musical schools, at which vocal and instrumental
musie is taught ta 70 boys.
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The number of private institutions is 76 and that of the Pmivars
pupils studying at them 707. These 76 schools include 65 J7 H"
Sanskrit fols not adopting departmental standards, and 11 makéabs
teaching Arabic and Persian of an elementary c.hn.mtar

The number of Muhammadan pupils studying in publio Envoa-
institutions in 1906-07 was 1,528, representing 3'5 per cent. of the jror .
number of pupils of all mada. The proportion of Muham-. sanixe,
madans to the total population, according to the census of 1901,
is 4'5 per cent., so that it would appear that the Muhammadans
of Bankuri are more backward from an educational point of
view than the Hindus. It is noticeabls, moreover, that nearly
all of the boys under instruction attend Primary schools, and
only 123 attend secondary schools,

The number of aboriginal pupils in the various public institu- Eovoa-
tions in the same year was 2,148, of whom 73 were Christians 0% ©*
and 2,075 were non-Christian Santils. Special efforts are being emavs.
made by the Wesleyan Mission to diffuse edncation among the
Bantals, and a Training school has been established for the
training of teachers in the Santil schools maintained by the
Mission.

Altogether 14 boarding houses have been established, of Hﬂ““l
which twelve axe intended for male and two for female students. poyspixg
The latter are under the management of the Wesleyan Mission, movszs.
and are located at Bavkurd and Eﬁrengi.

There are two public libraries, viz., ome at Bishnupur, for Lisea.
which a emall building was. constructed in 1904 within the A
Municipal office compound, and s small library opened in 1903 rarsss.
at Kakatia in the Bishnupur subdivision. The only mewspaper

published in the district is a Bengali paper known as the
Bdnimrd Darpan, a weekly paper, printed at Bankurd, whmh
deals chiefly with matters of local interest.
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CHAPTER XIV.

e

GAZEITEER.

Ajodhya.—A village in the Bishnupur subdivision, situated 7
miles north-west of Bishnupur, The village contains a charitable
dispensary and the residence of one of the leading zaminddrs of
the district.

Ambikanagar.—A village in the Bankuri subdivision, sifuated
on the south bank of the Késai river, 10 miles south-west of
Khatra, with which it is connected by an uvnmetalled road. This
village haa given its name to o parguna extending over 151 equare
miles, and was formerly the headquarters of an ancient family of
zammdars, whose history has been given in the article on Dhal-
bhiim.

- Bahuplara.—A village in the Bankurd subdivision, situated on
the south bank of the Dhalkisor river, 12 miles south-east of
PBinkurda and 3 miles north of Onda. It contains a temple
dedicated to Mahadeo Siddheswar, said to have been built by the
Rajés of Bishnupur, whioh Mr, Beglar has desoribed as the finest
brick temple in the district, and the finest though not the largest
brick temple that he had seen in Bengal. Ho gives the following

" account of it in the Reports of the Archmological Survey of
India, Vol. VIIL

“The temple is of brick, plostered; the ornamentation
is carefolly cut in the brick, and the plaster made to corre-
spond to it, There are, however, ornamente on the plaster alone,
but none inconsistent with the brick ornamentation below.
I conclude, therefore, that the plaster formed a part of the
original design. The mouldings of the basement are to a great
extent gone, but from fragments here and there that exist, a
close approximation can be made to what it was; some portions
are, however, not recoverable. The present entrance is not the
original old one, but is & modern accretion, behind which the
real old doorway, with ita tall, triangular opening of overlapping
courseg, 18 hidden. This old opening is etill to be seen inter-
nally; it consists of a rectangular opening, 41 courses of briocks
in beight, over which rises the trisngular portion in & series of
ocorbels, each 5 courses in depth; the width of the opening is 4
feet 10 inches There is no dividing eill, and from the fagade
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of the temple it is evident that the cell, with its attached portico in
the thickness of the wall itself, stood alone without any adjuncts
in front. There are, however, the remains of a maldmandaps,
which was added on in recent times ; but it is widely different in
construction and in material to the old temple, and is probably
not so old as the British rule in India. The object of worship
inside is named Siddheswar, being a lorge lingam, apparently
in situ. I conclude, therofore, that the temple was originally

. Baivie. Dosides the lingam there are inside a naked Jain

standing figure, a ten-armed female, and & Ganesa; the Jain
figure is olear proof of the existence of the Jain religion in these
parts in old times, though I cannot point to the precise temple
or spot which was devoted to this sect. The temple had
subordinate temples disposed round it in the usual manner; there
were savon round the three sides and four corners, and ome in
front, the last being most probably a temple to Nandi, the edhana
of Biva, The whole group was enclosed within a square brick
enclosure; subordinste temples and walls are equally in ruins
now, forming isolated and long mounds respectively.”

Bankura —-Pmnmpnl town and administrative headquarbers of
the district, situated in 23° 14’ N, and 87° 4’ E. on the Khnrng-
pux-&namul branch of the Bengal-Nigpur Railway, The town is
bounded on the north by the Gandheswari, and on the south by
the Dhalkisor or Dwirkeswar, both rivers uniting at a place called
Bhiitsahar, 3 miles to the south.east, Tor municipal purposes,
it includes the adjoining villages of R&mpur, Niitanchati,
Kendudi, Lokpur, Rajgrim, Kankata, Patpur, Gopinathpar,
Liadiha, Murrd, Kethiirdinga, and Demuriri Gopinithpur, the
aren thus grouped together for administrative purposes being
596 square miles. The town proper is, however, little more
than a mile in length from west to east and slightly over half-a-
mile in breadth from north to south. The population, according
to the cemsus of 1901, is 20,737, of whom 19,653 are Hindus,
while 993 are Muhammadans, and 168 are Christians,

- Before the opening of the I‘MIWB-JF, Bankurd was a small ang
somewhat straggling town, but since then it has been expanding
greatly, and new houses are springing up in every quarter.  The
number of - those roofed with tiles or built of brick is still
comparatively small, however, and almost all are thatched with
straw. The public buildings, ¢.g., the publio courls and offices,
hospital, zenina hospital, jail, post office, and Zilé school, lie in
the south-western quarter of the town near the residence of the
‘Collector, & fine bungalow in spacions grounds. known as. Hill
House. A little further off in the same direction is the
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European quarter, with the cironit house, between which and the
public offices are the police lines, these being the old barracks
formerly ocoupied by the troops stationed at Bankura. There are
three main roads runniog from west to east through the town,
of which the middle one is lined with shops and is known as the
bazar, This is the mercantile quarter, the prineipal merchants
being mostly Marwaris, There is also a civoular road ocslled the
Pilgrim Rond, as it was made, about 20 years ago, in order to
divert the etream of pilgrims, which formerly passed through the

centre of the town om the way to Puxi, and thereby to diminish
the danger of contagion and disease. It branches off from the
Bankuri-Réniganj road at the village of Iesiakol north of the
Gandheswari river, which it crosses in a southerly direction, join-
ing the Bishnupur road a little to the east of Bankurd at the
tapk called Nabin Datta’s tank. Two markets are held within
the municipality, one in the fown and the other in the suburb of
Rajgraim. The former, which belongs to the municipality, is

' held in & masonry structure built by publio subsoription in 1866,

the greater portion of the cost being contributed by Rai Gadadhar
Banerji Bahfidur of Ajodhys. The latter was constructed in
1888 at the cost of the munisipality.

The town itself is modern, and there is no building of
sntiquarian interest. There sre a few Hindu temples and &
Mubammadan mosque, the oldest temple being that of Raghunath
at Rampur, which bears date 1661 of the SBaka era or A.D.
1640. A number of the modern buildings owe their origin to
the enterprise of European missionaries. The first missionary
who worked here was the Revd. J. Weithrecht of the Church
Missionary Society, who used to visit the town from Burdwin as
far back as 1840, He never resided in Bankurd, but established
geveral gbhools, the chief of which, founded in 1846, has since
become the Zila school, The first European missionary who made
his residence in Bankurd was the Revd. J. R. Broadhead of the
‘Wesleyan Mission, who commenced work in the year 1877 and
resided here for 10 years. During that time he built the present
girls' Training sohool in the Mission compound, the church, and
other property belonging to the Mission in Lalbazar to the east
of the town. In 1889 the Kuchkuchia High school was started
by the Revd. W. Bpink, and the work thus begun has been
carried on steadily. The Wesleyan Mission now maintains a
large college and High school, a Middle Vernacular school,
& female Training school, and three Primery girls’ schools. The
work in connection with the Leper Asylum on the outskirts of
the town is also under the supervision of members of the Mission,
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though the buildings, which were erected in 1002, belong to the
Mission to Lepers in India and the Hast, The town also owes
to the Mission the Clentral Hall near the post office, built by the
Revd, J. W, Duthie in 1899.

The climate of the town is dry and healthy, and the plaoa
is now beginning to be regarded as a health resort for Indien
gontlemen, especially for those enffering from febrile complica-
tions, with the result that several residents of Calontte are
building houses in the town. The drainage is mnaturally good
but there is difficulty in obtaining a good supply of drinking
water during the hot weather, In the months of April, May and
June, the water in most of the tanke becomes seanty, and it is
necessary for the people to get water from the Gandheswari and
Dhalkisor rivers. The railway siation is situated about a mile
from the town ifself and has removed the difficulty of communica-
tion which formerly existed, but cart and passenger traffio is still
impeded to some extent by the rivers on either side. On the
north thereis a canseway across the Gandhesward river, but it is
often impassable for days at a time, when the riverrises in flood
during the rains. On the south the bulk of the traffic is brought
by bullooks and bullock carts along three main roads to the south-
west, south and south-easl. As the river Dhalkisor flows from
west to east along the southern portion of the town, each of these
roads has to cross the river before reaching thetown; and as there
is no causeway across this river, and it is & wide stretch of sand
during the hot weather, the difficulty of bringing fully loaded
carts acroes it is considerable.

Bankurs Subdivision,—Western subdivision of the distriot,
lying between 22° 38" and 28° 38’ N. and between 86° 36’
and 87° 20 E. with an area of 1,921 square miles, The
subdivision is bounded on the north by the river Damodar,
which separates it from Burdwan, on the south by Midna-
-pore, on the east by the Bishnupur subdivision, and on the
west by Manbhim. It is composed of undulsting country
covered in meny places with serubby jungle, coppice wood and
 rooky boulders. The scil is mainly laterite, and sab-soil water
is found at a depth of 30 to 50 feet, after impinging on hard
solid rock. To the east it merges in the alluvial plain, but to the
west the surface is more irregular, the undulstions becoms
more marked, and numerous low jungle-clad hills ocour.. Few
of the hills are of any great height, but Susunidis 1,442 feot
and Biharingth 1,469 feet above sea level, Here, and especially
in the Khatrd and Raipur thinas to the south-west, the scenery
is very like that of Chota Nagpur, The principal rivers are
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the Damodar to the north, the Dhalkisor and the Gandheswari,
which unite at o distance of about 3 miles from Bankurd, the
S&li, which is a tributary of the Damodar, the Silai, the Jay-
pandi and the Kasai, which flow through the south-west,
and the Bhairabbnki, which flows through the south of the
subdivision. These rivers are hill streams, which rise in flood
during heavy rain and as speedily subside; but ab times the
floods in the Dhalkisor, Dimodar, Bilai and Knsai last for days
together.

The population of the subdivision was 712,056 in 1001, as
compared with 692,357 in 1891, The density of population is not
great, for the subdivision, which lies on the fringe of the Chota
Nagpur plateau, and is less fertile and less thickly peopled than
the Bishnupur subdivision, supports only 371 persons to the
square mile. It contains 4,069 villages and one town, Bankurd,
the headquarters of the district.

Bishnupur.—Headquarters of the subdivision of the same
nsme, situated in 23° 5’ N. and 87° 20’ E.a few miles south of
the Dhalkisor river. For municipal purposes the fown is held to
inolude a number of villages, the area within municipal limits
being 8 square miles, but the town proper is only about 2 miles
in length. It has a population, according to the census of 1801,
of 19,090 persons.

Historically, Bishnupur is the most interesting place in the
district, ns it was the capital of the Rajis of Bishnupur, who, even
as late as the period of Muhamwadan rule, though nominally
tributary to the Nawébs of Murshidabad, frequently exercised
independent powers. A sketch of the history of the house has

"been given in Chapter II, and it will be sufficient here to state
that in the 18th century the family rapidly declined. They
were impoverished by the ravages of the Mardthis, and the
famine of 1771 depopulated their territory and completed their
ruin. The misfortunes of the RA&j& were aggravated by family
dissensions and by the crushing weight of land revenue, which
he was unable to pay, so that eventually his estate was eold
by Government for arrears of revenue in 1806. Their estates
thus lost, the Rajis were dependent upon pensions granted
by Government and some revenue-free property which they
- had originally assigned to various idols. The income of this
debottar property was small, however, and liabilities had been
jnourred which no R&j could olear off. So far from deoreas-
ing, their debts continued to grow, and gradually most of the
debottar property had to be mortgaged or sold to mest the
‘demands of creditors. .
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The last of the Rajas was Raim Krishna Singh Deb, who died
leaving no eon, In obedience, it is reported, to the wishes of
the Réja, the eldest Rani transferred the property by a deed of
gift to Nilmani Bingh, o nephew of her husband. He, in his turn,
became heavily involved in debt, and what little debotiar property
was left was alienated by an {jdrd lease for 51 years, which,
however, is said to be ignored by his widow. Government has
grented o pension of Rs. 76 to the Raja’s widow for her main-
tenance and for the ednoation of her son, a young boy, named
Ram Chandra 8ingh Deb. Other recipionts of pensions are a niece
of the late Raja and two other widows, Though the title of Raj&
died with Rim Krishna S8ingh Deb, and his descendants are in
such reduced circumstances, the leading representatives of the
family are still popularly ealled Rdjas or Ranis, as the case
may be, and are treated with great respect by the people.

Other branches of the family are found in Jamkundi, Indds
and Kuchigkol, & separation having been eoffected after the
struggle which, as related in Ohapter II, took place at the end of
the 18th century between the ruling Raja, Chaitanya Singh,
and his kinsman, Damodar Bingh. Damodar Singh made himselt
a new home at Jémkundi, where he commenced building 'forti-
fications, which were never completed. The descendants of
Chaitanya Singh are found in the ancestral home st Bishnupur
and also at Indés and Kuchitkol. -

Tvidence of the power once held by the Raijis of Bishnupur
is afforded by the remuains still found in the town, though there
is little beyond a number of temples and some ancient tavks to
justify the tradition that * Bishnupur was the most renowned
city in the world, and more beautiful than the besutiful house
of Indra in heaven.” The buildings, it is said, were of pure
white stone; within the walls of the palace were theatyes,
embellished rooms, dwelling houses, and dressing rooms; and there
were also a treasury, houses for elephants, barracks for soldiers,
stables, storehouses, armouries, ete. The city was once strongly
fortified by along connected line of curtains and bastions, mea-
suring seven miles in length, with small circular ravelins covering
many of the curtains, Within this outer line of fortifications,
and west of the city, lies the citadel, and within'this again the
Raja’s palace. What the palace may have been in the palmy
days of its ancient chieftains it is difficult to say, but at presemt
an insignificant pile of brick buildings, surrounded by ruins,
marks the site. A number of fine temples still remain, however,
fo attest the former prosperity of the Bishnupur Raj. These
temples are situated partly in the modern town of Bishnupur,
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partly inside the old fort, and partly near the Lalbandh, a fine
large sheet of water south of the fort. In the town are the
temples known as Malleswar, Modan Mohan, Murali Mohan, and
Meadan Gopal; in the fort are the Syam HRai, Jor Bangls, Lalji
and Radha Syim temples ; while the Lalbindh group includes
three temples bearing the collective name of Jor Mandir, the
temples called Kald Chand, R&dh# Gobind, Radhi Madhab,
and another undated temple, called Nandalil. Other undated
temples in the fort are a duplicate of the Jor Bangld temple
and o few minor shrines near the Raja’s palace ;and in the town
close to Madan Mohan is another undated temple in a dilapidated
state.

- According to Dr. Bloch, Superintendent of the Archaolo-
gical Burvey, Eastern QOlirole, the twelve dated temples range

in chronological order as follows® :—

Date in
Mallx yeaz, | Dt0 A:D. | Namo of tanple. By whom built,
928 1422 Mulleswar -+s | Bir Bingh.
248 1648 | Sydm Rai . Rﬁhunﬁth Blugh, son of Bir
mbir 4
081 1855 Jor Bangli Ditto F IMitko.
pog 1668 Kili Chind yoe Ditto Ditto.
064 1868 | Lalji w+ | Bir Singh, son of Raghundth
Bingh.
a7l 1665 Madan Gopdl ... | Siromanl, queen of Inst REJA,
7l 1665 Murall Meban ... | Id, (ulh. Chidimani In the
mlcrlplilml .
1000 1684 | Madan Mohan .., | Durjan Sing!
1052 1726 Jor Mandie oo | Probubly Gﬂpﬂl Bingh.
1086 1720 Radhs Gobind ... | Krvishns Singh, son of Gopil
Bingh,
1048 1737 | Bidba Madlnb |, ﬂhﬁ?irnnni. queon of lust RAjE.
1054 1768 Radhf Syim .. | Chaitanyn Singh,
(Saka 1680)

Regarding their general features Dr. Bloch writes:—“It is
not on account of their age or their historical - associations that
these temples claim the interest of archemologists, but becaunse
they represent the most complete set of specimens of the peculiar
Bengali style of temple architecture. This style has not yet died
out. It will be familiar to any one who has taken a trip up
the Hooghly river from Calcutta., All along the banks of the
stream one meets with rows of six to twelve tiny liftle shrines
with curved roofs, arranged in a line, snd over these rise here
and there larger buildings with ome to five or even more

®. Report, Arch, Burv. Bonga) Circle, for 1008.04, and Report, Arch. Surw.
Ind, for 1908-04, A different chronclogy s given by Mr. Beglar in Rapulh
Aich, Surv, I2d,, Yoz, VI, pp.|208.206, _ .




GAZETTEER, 159

small towers. The general principle upon which the last type
is arranged is faitly simple. The temple consists of a square
building with a ourved roof ; upon this rises one tower in

the

centre, either alone or surrounded by four, eight, and even

twenty-four small corner towers. According to their number,

tha

temple is called pancharatna, naviratna, ete. The main.

building has an open gallery, generally on thres sides only,
which surronnds the inner chamber or éhdkurddri, the room where
the image is placed upon the oedi or altar, Stairslead up to the
towers of the roof. The outside walls are covered all over with
small ourved brick pancls, the earvings representing religious

BT
subj

o8, generally from the history of Krishna, or similar favourite
eots. v
‘In Bishnupur this type is represented by the temples of

Syam Rei and Madan Mohan, built of bricks, and by those of

Layj
first

i, Radha Syim and Maden Gopal, built of laterite. The
temple is perhaps the oldest specimen of the panclarafna

type that exists in Bengal. Nowhere outside Bengal proper
has this etyle of temple architecture been found, and owing to
the late date of all the existing specimens, it is diffioult to decide
whether it existed at all in pre-Muhammadan times. The curved
battlements of the roof, made in imitation of the roof of the ordi-
nary village hut, cartainly must have been peouliar to the arohi-
tecture of Bengal before the Muhammadans took overthe country,
for they have introduced it into their own buildings, evidently
adopting merely one of the characteristio fantures of the architee-
ture of the country. . . Amnother type of modern Bengali temple
is ropresented by the Jor Bangld in Bishnupur. In general plan
it differs little from the previous type. The central thakurbari
or sanotuary is surrounded on four sides by a gallery and hasa

few

small side chambers, one for the stairs leading up to the

tower ontop of the roof. But there is a conspicuons difference
in the elevation of the main building. Asits name Jor Bangls
or double bungalow implies, it looks like two Bengali huts joined
together. The roof likewise has one tower in the centre. The
type is not so common &a the pancharalna or navaratna types,
but is found in other places besides Bishnupur.”*

Altogether four distinet fypes may be distinguished. The

first
War

has o single square tower and is represented by the Malles-
temple. Thesecond has & single tower resting on a square

building with the curved Bengali roof; the best examples of this
type in brick are Madan Mohan, and in laterite Lalji and

Radha Syam. Of the pancharatna type, with five towers on the

# Report, Areh. Sarv, [nd- for 1008 .04, : %
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game building, the best example in brick is the Syam Rai temple,
and in laterite the Madan Gopil temple. The fourth typeis the
Jor Bangla type with two buildings shaped like a Bengali hut
joined together, with a small tower on top. Among these temples
the Madan Gopal temple is unique, as it is the only specimen in
laterite of the pancharaina type. Tho Jor Bangla temple is,
however, perhaps the most intercsting one from an archeological
point of view. The Syim Rai temple has the finest specimens
of carved tiles, its waolls being covered with carvings in briek ;
and the Madan Mohan is also a fine building in fair preserva-
tion, with a deep masonry water basin outside the temple ocourt
to the north. The oldest of the temples is Mallegwar,

. The materials of which the temples were built are either brick
ar: laterite, which 'is easily obtained in the distriot. The brick
temples are richly covered with carvings, and in spite of the un-
suitable material, the laterite temples also have carvings here and
there, but most of the latter have been covered by plaster and
oement,

- Besides these temples, thereis a ourious structure outside the fort
ealled the Rashmancha, a high structure which was formerly used
for putting up idols during the Rish festival in honour of Krishna,
1t consists of a square chamber, surrounded on each side by
three gallerios, with ten, eight and five arched openings respec-
tively, and covered by a large pyramidal roof., Unfortunately,
the building is in a very bad state of repair, and it would be too
costly to restore it, The masonry work seems to have been put up
in a huiry; and it is now partly fallen and loosened everywhere,
g0 that the restoration of the building would practically involve
dismantling and rebuilding it entirely.

The fort is surrounded by a high earthen wall and hasa broad
moat round it. The approach is fhrongh a fine large gateway
built of laterite, with arrow slits on either side of the entrance
for archers or riflemen. This gateway, which is kvown as the
Pathar darjd, i.e., the stone door, has a double-storeyed gallery on
each side of the cenfral passage, but the floor of the upper
storey, which was originally supported by horizontal laterite
beams, is now broken. In the western wall of the fort is a
ourious old building consisting of four solid brick walls with no
entrance except from above. It has no roof, and, according to
local tradition, was & dungeon in which criminals were thrown
and left to die of starvation, their sufferings being aggravated by
the nails which studded its bottom and sides. It appears more
. probable, however, that it served the prosaic but more useful

+, -purpose of & water-yeservoir. - The fort enclosure ig & picturesque
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place and would be not unlike an English park, were it not for
the numerous temples scattered over it.

There are also a number of cannon lying about uncared for,
One of these is a remarkable piece of iron ordoance, apparently
made of 63 hoops or short cylinders of wrought iron welded
together, and overlying another oylinder, aleo of wrought irom,
the whole being well welded and worked together. The indenta-
tions of the hammers and the joining of the hoops are still plainly
visible, Though exposed to all weathers, it iz still free from
rust, and has a black polished surface. Its extreme length is’
12 feet 564 inches, the diameter of the bore being 11} inches
at the musgzle, and 11} inches throughout the remainder of its
length. Tt is now Lying half buried in the ground, and & similar
gun is said to be at the bottom of one of the lakes. Tradition
states that o deity gave them toone of the old Rajis of Bishnu-
pur, and the one etill above ground is held in great veneration
by the people. Itisknown as Dalmardan (commonly proncunced
Dalmadal), and popular legend relates that in the reign of
Gopal Singh, when Bhaskar Pandit attacked Bishnupur atthe
head of the Mariths, tho god Madan Mohan himself fired it and
repelled the invaders.

On a high rampart just outside the fort gate are four more
cannon, made of wronght iron, about 5 feet long and varying in
thickness from 6 inohes at the muazzle to a fool at the breach. The
muzele of one is shaped like o tiger’s head and has ornamental
bands round the barrel; the others are plainer, but have ome
or two ornamental bands, Two have burst, but the other two are
still fired once a year to announce to the dwellers in Mallabhiim
the time of the Bandhi Pija on the second day of the Durga
Piija festival. One of the former shows clearly enough the way in
which it was made, Long bands of iron are placed horizontally.
on small iron hoops forming the bore, and this agsin is covered
with larger wrought-iron hoops welded together, which form the
outside of the barrel. It is said that there were formerly many
more of these guns, and thet the others are now buried in the
moat at the foot of the ramparts, having been wantonly thrown
down into it.

A quaint logend attaches to tha introduetion of the. worship
of the god Maden Mohan mentioned in connection with the
Dalmardan gun, According to some, the idol of this god was
originally in the howse of a Brihman named Dharani, who was
@ resident of a village in pargana Bishnupur. According to
others, it was in the house of & Bréhman of the same name in
Birbhiim, part of which lay within the terrifory ruled ﬂvn*r/bf
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the Bishnupur Rjas. R&ja Bir Hambir, it is said, saw this idol
while out hunting, and attracted by its beanly and by a sweeb
soont, resembling the perfume of o lily, which emanated from it,
determined to seoure it. The Brilhmau, however, would not part
with the idol, and the Ilaja {herefors slolo and Lrought it to
Bishnupur, The Brihman went oul in seaxch of his beloved idol,
and at last came to Bishnupur; but the idol was Jept concealed,
and the whole town echoed with Herisankirfan, inder the orders of
the Rji. In despair, the Brahman wns about to drown himself
in the river Birsi, when a {voman told him that the Raja had
hidden away the idol

* The Brahman accordingly confrouted the 12aja, and threatened
that unless he showed him the image of the god, he would kill
himself. The Raja promised to show it to him next merning, and
ordered his artisans to prepare a fignre which should be its exact
counterpart. This he tried unsuccessfully to palm off on the
Brihman, and at last hoad to show him the real idol. The
Brihman, however, still rofused to part with it, until the
god Medan Mohan himself appeared in a dream, and told him
that he was pleased with the Raji and would not leave him.
After that, Modan Mohan remained at Bishnupur, enjoying
the devout vemeration of its Réjas, and numerons stories are
told of his divine powers. The original idol was at last lost
by Rajd Madhab Singh, when pargans Bishnupur was sold
for avrears of revenue, The Raji went to Caloutta to prefer
an appeal and thus regein his zamindiri, taking the idol
with him, as he used to worship it every day. There he took
a loan from Gokul Mitra of Baghbazar, pledging the idol for
its repayment. The Raja lost his case, and Gokul Mitra would
not allow him to take the idel away until he had paid off his
debt, As the Raji could not do this, the idol was kept in
Cualoutta, and there it has remained ever since.*

In the visinity of the town and within the old fortifications
there are seven picturesque lakes, called Lalbindh, Krishnabindh,
Gantatbandh, Jemunabindh, Kalindibandh, Syimbandh and
Pokabandh ; the gardens and pleasure grounds of the ancient
Rajds are said to have been laid out along the Lilbandh, These
lakes were made by the ancient Rajiis, who taking advantage
of the natural hollows, built embankments across them so as to
confine the surface drainage. They served to furnish the city and
fort with a never failing supply of good fresh water, and also
helped to flood the moats round the forts, adding greatly to the

‘*F_tﬁng’ﬁh ‘of the place. But unfortunately these lakes have now
o\ * Otlier traditions regarding the Joss of the idol will be tonnd on p. 80
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silted up, and & oconsiderable portion has heen oultivated and
turned into paddy fields,

Apart from the remains desoribed above, there is little of
interest in the town. It contains the usual subdivisional courts
and offices, two Munsifs’ courts, a sub-jail, High school, dispensary
and inspection bungalow, which call for no desoription. The
railway station is sitnated a mile from the town proger. The
portion of the town ccoupied by the subdivisional offices goes by
the name of Maraths Obhfuni, i.e, the Maritha camp; and
south of it lies the entrance to the old fortifications which ia called
Bir darja, is., the warrior's door. In the town proper the
paucity of good, substantial brick dwelling-housss is somewhat
noticeable, The people say that the chisf cause of this was the
rapacity of former Rijas, which rendered it dangerous for any
one to show signs of wealth, Under these circomstances, mud
and thatch proved safer than brick and mortar; and though the
immediate cause has been long sinee removed, the modern
townsmen adhere to the unpretentious dwellings of their fore-
fathers. Another sbriking feature is the number of stagnant
tanks dotted all over the town, which are often & source of
disease, The chief industries are the manufacture of brass and
bell-metal utensils, conch shell ornaments, silk fabrics and tobasgo.
The silk fabrics and tobacco have more than a local reputation,
and the scented tobacco made here issaid to be one of the best
brands in Bengal.

Bighnupuy, it may be added, was formerly famons for its
musical institutions, and there are skill several Indian musicians
of some renown, ss well as a musieal school,

Bishnupnr Subdivision.—Eastern subdivision of the district,
lying between 22° 54’ and 23° 25 N. and between 87° 14/ and
87° 46’ ., and extending over 700 square miles, It is bounded on
the mnorth by the river D&modar, on the south by the distriots of
Hooghly and Midnapore, on the east by Burdwin, end on the
west by the Bankuria subdivision. The subdivision is for th€
most part a flat alluvial plain presenting the appesrance of the
ordinary paddy fields in Bengal, but in the western portion, and in

- the tract bordering on the Midnapors district, the land is nndulat-

ing, the soil is lateritio, and the surface is covered with low sorab
jungle. The principal rivers are the Dhalkisor, Birai and Bali,
The Dhalkisor flows nearly through the middle of the Bishnupur
thana from west to east. The Birai is a tributary of the Dhel-
kisor, and the 8ali enters the subdivision from the west and
falls into the Damodar. The population was 404,356 in 1001
against 877,311 in 1891, the density being 578 persons to the
M 2



164 BANKUR A,

square mile. It contains 1,623 villages and two towns, vis.,
Bishnupur, its headquarters, and Sonamulkhi,

Chhatnd.—A village in the Boinkurd subdivision, situated
on the Bankurd-Purulid road, 8 miles west of the former place.
It contains a police outpost and a slalion on the Bengal-Nagpur
Roilway. There ars some remains of archmological interest,
of which the following nccount is given by Mr. Beglar in
The Reports of (he Archwologicnl Swurvey of India, Vol VIIL
“The principal remnins consist of some temples and ruins
within o brick enclosure; tho enclosure and the brick templos
that existed baving long become mere mounds, while the lnterite
temples etill stand. "The bricks used ars mostly inseribed, and
the inscription gives a name which I read as Konaha Utars
Raja, while the pandits rend it ns Hamira Utars Rijd; the date
at the end is the same in all, viz, Saka 1476. There are 4
different varieties of the inseriptions, two engraved snd fwo
in relief; the bricks were clearly stamped while still soft and then
burnt, Tredition identifies Chhatna with Vasuli or Vahuli
Nagara, At Daksha's sacrifice, it is eaid, one of the limbs of
Parvati fell here, which thence derived its name of Vasuli
Nagara or Bahulyfi Nagaro, n name mentioned in the old Bengali
poet Chandi Das. Its present name Chhatud is derived from a
grove of chalim or elani trees, which existed here. The Rajis
of the couniry were originally Brabmans snd lived abt Balulys
Nagara. One of them would not worship Parvati under her
form of Vasuli Devi, and her favour being withdrawn from him,
he was killed by the Simantas (Saonts ?) Santils, who reigned a
long time. At last, the people rose up and killed all the SBaonts
they could ; ome man only escaped by hiding in the house of a
low ocaste potter (Kumhiir). For this reasom, to this day, the
Saonts will eat and drink with the Kumhars.

“To this man Visuli Devi appeared in a dream, and encour-
aged him to try his fortune, assuring him of success. The man
was filled with profound respect for her, and having undergone
various fosts, etc., he gathered together 11 other Saonts and kept
wandering in the jungles. One day, when very bungry, they
met & woman with a basket of kendus on her head. She, pitying
their condition, gave them one apiece from her basket; they asked
for more, and she gave; but one of them impatiently snatched
away one from her. However, the 12 Saonts were refreshed, and
the woman was highly pleased. Calling them, she said—*Go
nto the jungle and take 12 kend or kendu saplings, and go and
fight for your Raj; Vasuli Dovi and I will restore your Raj.”
They aocordingly sallied out, killed the Rajs, and obteined
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possession of the kingdom again. These twelve ruled jointly;
the man who had snatched the lend fruit died first; the remaining
eleven ruled by turns till, finding it too troublesome, they agreed
to give the sole power to ono of their number. The descendants
of these men are the present Simanta Rajas, who call themselves
- Ohhatris, '

“The temple is nseribed to Hamira Utars Raja and the
legend about it is that Vasuli Devi one night appeared in a dream
to the Raja, and sail—® Behold, certasin cartmen and makdjons
are passing through your territory and are at this moment under
& partioular trec; they have with them a stone in which I have
taken up my abode, Take it and set it up to be worshipped, for
I am pleased with you, and will remain with you” The Raja,
aooordingly sent men and stopped the mohdjans and cartmen,
and seized the stone in payment of ground rent for the ground
they had cooupied during the night. He then set it up in the
temple which we now see.”

Another version of these lagends and o history of the family
of the zamindérs of Ohh@itnd will be found in the article om
Samantabhiim.

There is & tank at Ohhitni called Bolpokharia. Although
emall in area, it is deep, and its water never fails, It is believed
to be very ancient; indeed, the family records of the zamin-
dars of Chhatnd refer to it as in existence before the reputed
date of the foundation of their family (1408 AD.). A quaint
legend attaches to it. It is said that in the days when the Rijas
of Chhatni were very powerful and the goddess Vasuli was very
much revered, a girl about 8 years old asked a sdnkhdri, i.e.,
& woman selling shell bracelets, who was passiug by the side
of the tank, to give her some bracelets. The woman having
enquired who would pay the price, she replied that her father was
a certain Deghoria who worshipped Vasuli, and that he would
pay her out of the money kept in the wall of his house. On this,
the woman gave her the ornaments, and going to the Deghoria
informed him of what had happened and asked for the price of the
bracelets, The Deghorin, who had no daughter, was surprised,
and his surprise became the greater when he found money at
the place mentioned. He then went with the woman to the
Bolpokharia tonk, and there two hands decorated with the ghell
bracelets appeared above the water.

_ Chhinpur.—A. village in the Bankurd subdivieion, sifuated
about 5 miles south-east of Ondi, and 6 miles west of Bishnupur,
at o distance of about a mile south of the Baukuri-Bishnupur
voad. It contains a ruined temple built of laterite; which ip said



166 BANKURA.

to have beeen creoled by the Bishnupur Rajis, It is known
as the {emple of Bydmsundar Thakur, as it used to confain an
image of that deity beforo it became dilapidated.

Dhalbhtim.—A name given to parganas Supur and Ambiki-
nagar, f.e., the tract ofscountry comprised within the Khatra
thana. According to tradilion, this tract was originally ruled over
by & Raja of the washorman caste, called Chintdmani Dhoba ; and
the pai or grain measure used in these pargangs is still called Chinta-
mani pai. Legend goes on to say that Dhalbhiim was wrested from
him by one Jaganmath Deb of Dhoelpnr in Rajputina, who went
on & pilgrimage to Jagannath (Puri), and on his way back
poid o visit to the Nawdb at Cuttack, The Nawib called him
% Shihzédd ” meaning a prince, and the quick-witted Réjput at
once begged that the title thus given might be confirmed. Pleased
by his ready address, the Nawdb gave him some of Lis troops to
enable him to win the title by carving out a principality for him-
gelf. Jagannith Deb then came to Supur, attacked and defeated
Chintdmani Dhoba, and became Réija of Supur. In commemora-
tiom of this conquest, Jagannith Deb was called Dhabal, and
enjoyed the tifle of Bhahzadd bestowed on him by the Nawab,
After 82 penerations had paseed, the Supur Rdj, as it is locally
called, was divided fn consoquence of a disputed suocession, Tek
Chandra, the eclder son of the Raja, receiving & 0} annas share,
and the younger Khargeswar a 64 annas share. Tho former
continned to live at Supur, and the latter settled at Ambika-
nagar. abont 8 miles from Supur. The descendants of Tek
Ohandra became heavily involved in debt, and the greater portion
of the SBupur estate has consequently been sold. The residenco
of the present represemtative of this branch of the family is at
EKhatra about two miles south of Supur. The descendsnts of
Khargeswar still live at Ambikinagar, but their estate has
been sold in satisfaction of debts, Both families are Kshattriyas
by caste, and are related to the families of Bishnupur, Raipur,
Syimsundarpur and others, )

Dharapat.—A village in the Bishnupur subdivision, situated
about 5 miles north of Bishnupur, at a distance of 2 miles to the
west of the Bishnupur-Panagarh rond. It contains a temple dedi-
cated to an idol called S8yAm Chind Thakur, commonly known

a8 Nengtd Thakur; legend relates that on the death of the -

founder of the temple the deity performed his srdddha ceremony
MThe reputed founder of the temple was one Advesh, Raja
of Dharéipat ; and the temploe has an insaiption in Bengali
characters, in which the date 1626 or 1616 Sake (A.D. 1704 or
1684) can be wade out, - Barren women of the locality visit the

A bR ST
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shrine, and womship the idol in the hope that by doing so they
will be blessed with offspring. "

Ekteswar.—A village situated sbout 2 miles sonth-east- of
Bankurd on the north bank of the river Dhalkisor. The village
derives its name from o temple dedicated to Siva, called Ekteswar,
which is said to have been built by the Rijis of Bishnupur. A
well in this temple contains the symbol of Biva, a lingam called
anddi, ng it is helieved thal it sprang up miraculously and was
not fashionod by mortal hands, TLarge gatherings, of which a
desoription is given below, take place here every year on the
penultimate day of the month of Chaitra, and besides that the
shrine is vigited daily, especially on Mondays, by Hindus who
come to make offerings or to worship the god. The following
account of the temple is given by Mr. Beglar in % Reporis of
the Archwologrionl Survey of India, Vol, VIII,

“The temple is remarkable in its way ; the mouldings of the
basement are the hboldest and the finest of any I have seen,
though quite plain. The temple was built of laterits, but has
had sandstone and brick additions made to it since. There are
traces of threo different restorations or repairs exeouted to this
temple. The first was a restoration of the upper portion, which
had apperenily falln down, In the restoration, the outline
of the tower and the general appearance of the temple before
its dilapidation appesrs to have been entirely ignored, and a new
design adopted. After this, repairs on a small scale were omried
out, of which traces are to be seen in various patchy portions of
brick and mortar. Lastly, a series of brick arches were added in
front of the temple. The object of worship inside is a lingam,
whioch is said to have thrust itself up through the ground.
Several pieces of soulpture, hoth broken snd sound, and almost
"all Brahmanical, lie in groups on platforms outside, none of any
special interest and none inseribed.” o

Every year the Oharak Pijiis observed af this shrine with
great enthusiasm. The festival, or pare), commences in the
middle of the month of Chaifra. On the fourteenth day before
the end of the month the pdt bhakid, as the chief devotee is
called, shaves and prepares himself to live the life of an nscetio
till the close of the festival. Long before the dawn of the next
day, the loud sound of the drum awakens the sleeping inhabitants
of the neighbourhood and reminds them that the great parab bas
approached. Oun this day the pat bhakla is admitbed, for the
time being, into the order of devotees, and wears the witariya’ or
sacred thread. Thenceforward, he daily takes out from -the
temple the pdf or eacred sest, consisting of a wooden plank
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ptudded with iron nails and having an iron pillow, and bathes
it in a neighbouring tank. From day to day the number of
devotees increases. Olad mostly in coloured clothes, with nothing
but coloured napkins to protect their heads and shouldirs from
the summer sun, these devotees proceed in batches to and from
the temple, with baskets of flowers or garlands in their hands,
followed by the beating of drums, repeating loudly and fervently
the varions names of the god Siva. On the 27th day of the
month the majority of the dhalids bocome initinted ; and on the
28th (or the 29th, if the month bas 81 days) on what is known as
the phalbhdnga day, they cat nothing but frait, and have by imme-
morisl oustom libexty to take fruit from any tree or garden they
like, The next dey, known as the dadurglald day, is the most
important day of the festival, for it is the peral or ggjan day.

On this day a meld or fair is held within a spacious
compound gdjoining the temple, which is attended by thousands
of people of all classes, male and female, young and old, from
every part of the neighbouring country, all in their best attive.
The crowd. becomes larger as the day advances, and is ab ils
largest in the afternoon. The whole place is a lively market,
where articles of the most miscellaneous desoription, including
toys and clay figures for children, are exposed for sale. Just
before evening the pa¢ is taken to the river gha!, is there
worshipped by the devotees, and is then carried back to the temple,
with the paé bhakid lying upon it, on his back, followed by the
crowd of devotees, The pathway from the river ghdt to the
temple is filled with a long procession of devotees, attired in
their peculiar manner, with reeds, baskets of flowers, and garlands
in their hands, round their heads, and round their necks.
They have fasted the whole day, and have not had even
a drop of water to moisten their lips, but repest as usual, in
loud voices, the various names of the great deity, and scatter
flowers over the pal; hers and thers one sees solitary bhakids not
walking on foot but rolling on the ground towards the temple.
Later on, the pathway is illuminated, not by oil lampe or candles,
but by numbers of femiale devotees carrying on their heads
earthen pots filled with burning charcoal, kept alive by ponring
powdered resin over it. Ae night advances, the crowd gradually
withdraws, and only o few spectators remain to pass the night
in the holy place. Among other ceremonies performed in the
darkness swhich follows, a great five is lit, which is said to be an
imitation of the cremation of & safi or virtuous wife with the
corpse of her husband, the ceremony being therefore called
lmiln‘m
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The last (Sankrdnti) day of Chaitra was the day set apart for
oharak or swinging, whioh was formerly regularly practised but
has now been given up., Harly on the morning of the Sankrants
day, a ceremony known as dgun sannyds, f.e., walking over
burning charcoal, took place. A long post of strong sdl wood,
over 30 feet high, was set up in the open plain-adjoining the
temple. The top had a strong pivot, to which was affixed a large
cross beam, about 24 feet long, which revolved round it, about
two-thirds being on one side and one-third on the other, A long
rope was tied frmly to and sospended from the end of the
smaller portion of the beasm. At the other end was fastened
another short rope with a large hook offized to its lower end.
This structure was known as the elarek gdell or swinging tree.
On one side of it, a raised rectangulsr plotform, about 20 feet
high, was formed by placing four beams upon four posts planted
in the ground with slender ovoss-beams over them.,

When the people were ready, the churak post was sanotified
by o priest with the customary pija. The smaller arm of the
whirling cross-beam st the top wos furned and brought over
the wooden platform. The man who wes fo swing climbed the
platform by a temporary staircase of wood with some other
devotees, while two more stood below holding the lunger rope
in their hands, When he was ready, they would reduce -the
pressure ou the rope, so as to meke the arm of the cross-beam
on their side go wp aud the other srm bend down. The hook
was then thrust through the flesh on the back of the man ; but
if he showed any signs of fainting, he was not allowed to
undertake the risk of swinging. Otherwise, he was lifted off
his feet by the men below pulling down the other end: of the
beam; and one or both of them helding the large rope went
quickly round the post, so as to whirl the man in the sir. This
continued for 10 or 156 minutes, according to ihe man's power
of endurance, the devotee all the while uttering the names of
Mahaidevs and seattering flowers upon the assembled worshippers
below. His tum being over, the others would follow him one
by one until it was time for them to disperse*

Indas.—A village in the Bishnupur subdivision, situated 10
miles north of Kotalpur. It is the headquarters of a thina,
and contains o High school and sub-registry office. Some
descendants of the Bishnupur Réj&s reside in the village. '

Jamkandi.—A village in the Bishnupur subdivision, situated 9
miles east of the Jayrimpur onipost and about 12 miles north-east

*T am Indebted to Komir Ramenden Erishna Deb, Coliector of Hinkuri,
for the sbove aceount of the Charak Fajd,
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of Bishnupur. It was formerly the headgnariers of an old family
of samindirs bolonging to & collateral branch of the Bishnupur
Réajss. Raja Gopal Singh, one of the most fumous Rajas of
Bishnupur, who flourished in the fivst half of the 18th century, .
had two sons, the elder of whom succesded his father, whilo the
younger was given the jagir of Jimkundi, which was afterwards
converted into a zamindiri. Damodar Singh, the claimant of the
Bighnupur Raj at the close of the 18th century, settled here and
commenced making fortifications, which, however, were never
completed, Nar Bingh, the last of the line, died without issue,
and his widow adopted Surendra Nath Singh Deb, o son of Rai
Radha Ballabh Singh Deb Dahadur of Kuchigkol. On his death
in 1888, after he had attained his majority snd suvcecded to
the estate, the zamindari reverled to the widow of Nar Bingh,
The village is also known as Telisiyar.

Ehatrd.—A village in the headquarters subdivision, situated
23 miles south of Bankurd, It is the headquarters of a (hAna,
and contains a Munsgif's court and a sub-registry office, It has
long been the headquarters of an influential family of zemindérs,
an nocount of whose history will be found in the article on
Dhalbhiim.

Kotalpur.— A villago in the Bislmupur subdivision, situated
21 miles east of Bishnupur. Itis the headquarters of a police
station and contains o Munsif's court, sub-registry office, dis-

, and THigh school. Weaving is the prineipal industry,

oloth for temts, bandages, ete., being manufactured in the village
and in its neighbourhood.

Kuchiikol.—A village in the Dishnupur subdivision, situnted
10 miles south-east of Bishnupur and 5 miles south of the
Jaypur police outpost. It contains a High school and Middle
Vernacular school, and is a centre of betel cultivation, A large
tank, called Telibandh, on the north-west of the village forms the
gource of a small rocky stream. The village is the headgquarters
of a family of zamindérs, belonging to a collatoral branch of
the Bishnupur Rajis. The founder of the family was Nimai
Singh Deb, the second son of Raja Chaitenya Singh Deb, who
purchased 22 mawsds when pargane Bishnupur was sold for
arrears of revenue in the beginning of the 19th cenfury. His
grondson, Radhia Ballabh Singh Deb, reccived the title of Rai
Bahadur in recognition of his good services and the publie spirit
he displayed during the famine of 1874.

‘Lokpur.—A villago in the Bishnupur subdivision, situated 4
miles north-weet of Kotalpur, It containg a shrine held in great
veneration by the Muhammadans of the neighbourhood, who



GAZETTEER, l‘fl :

make vows and offerings theve. The local legend connected with
this ehrine is that many generations ago a saint named Ismail
Ghazi, who was a notable champion of Islim, warred against
the Iindu Ré&ja of Garh Mandiren and wes killed in battle.
His head was removed miraculously, but o single drop of blood
dropped on the spot where the shrine now stands. The latter is
built of stone, and is said to have been exected in the course of a
gingle night. The shrine is in charge of o family of local fakirs,
some rovenue-fres lands being nssigned for its maintenance. In
the adjoining distriet of Hooghly there is a legend that Shih
Ismail Ghézi invaded Orissa with success and was falsely acoused
by a Hindu of attempting to set up an independent kingdom at
Mandaran. He was called to Gaur and there beheaded by the
order of Hlusain 8hah, The headless trunk straightway mounted
& horse which stood near, and rode off to Mandiran, where it was
buried. ' It seems ob least an historical fact that Ismail was a
goneral of Husain 8hah, who invaded Oriess in the beginning
of the 16th century, gained a vietory over the Orissan army and
then returned to Manddran (the modern Bhitargarh in. the
Hooghly district), wheve ho built o fort in which he lies
buried.

Miliira,—A village in the north of the headquarters
subdivision, situated a fow miles south of the Damodar, 5 miles
_west of Barjord. It contains a cheritable dispensary and the
residence of one of the lending zamindars of the district.

The family traces its descent back to Deo Adharys, who
accompanied Mén Singh, the well-known Hindu general of the
Emperor Akbar, to Orissa, but instead of returning to his country
with Man 8ingh, seitled at Malidri. Having snbdued the
robbers and dacoits who at that time ravaged the country under
the leadership of 12 chieftains, he cleared away jungle, and
brought the land under cultivation. Eventually he received a
sottlement of fdluk Milidra from the Nawib of Muxshidabad,
togother with the title of RAji; ond after his death his
descendants continued fo hold it on payment of the fixed
revenue to the Nawib. According to the family records,  the
third of the line had a feud with the Raji of Bishnupur, in
the course of which he was treacherously killed after several
battles, and his son Gopdl Das Adbarya was forced to pay
revenue to the Raja of Bishmupur. But the Bishnupur Raj
family declare that he was killed in open baitle, after Bir Singh
of Bishnupur bad been forced to invade his territory in conse-
quence of his oppression of the people. However this may be, it
appesrs that his descendants continued to pay reverue to the
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Rajis of Bishnupur ; and at the time of the decennial settloment,
Jai Bingh received the settlement of his zamindari at the hands
of the British Gtovernment. The present zamindir of Milifrd
is Babu Raj Nariyon Ohandradharya, whose rental is reported
to be Rs. 20,783 a yoar, the land rovenue demand heing
Rs. 4,377. He is o Kanaoj Brihman by caste, and is Jmown
locally as Raji.

Raipur.—A village in the extreme south of the Dankura
subdivision, situated close to the southern bank of the Kasai
river, 36 miles south of Bankurd. It contains a sub-registry
office, police thana and charitable dispensary. It was for many
generations the headquarters of an inflnential family of zamin-
dirs. Tradition relates that the founder of the family was a
Chauhin Rajput, who eame from Rajputina during the reign of
Mughal emperors, subdued the surrounding country, and assumed
the title of Rikhar Rajs. Tho family founded by him has
continued in this part of the district and forms the subject of
peveral traditions, The last R&ja of the family, having lost his
principal general, Miran Shahs, in a battle with the Marathas,
committed suicide by jumping, with his wife and children, into a
tank called Sikharsfiyar. This is a large deep tank to the scuth
of an old fortifieation called Sikhargarh, which is said to have
contained the residence of Bikhar TNaj&; ruins of buildings and
temples are still to be fowid within if. On the western bank of
the tank lies the tomb of Miran Shiha; he is regarded as a saint,
and vows are still offered at his tomb. It is said that, after the
déath of the last Sikhar Rija, his pwrohit or spiritnal guide
gucceeded him and lived at the village of Gurapird neer
Raipur, but eventuslly the estate passed. to Fateh Singh, a
younger brother of Raja Krishna Bingh of Dishnupur, who had
been driver away from Bishnupur, and taken shelter with the
Raja of Baribhiim. He overcame thelast Raja of the family
of the Sikhar Raja’s purokif, settled at Raipur, and was granted
a sanad by the Nawab of Murshidabad, when he passed throngh
this part of the country on his way to Orissa, The zamindari is
involved in deht, and is now let out on ¢drd to Messrs. Gisborne
& Co. in satisfaction of debts.

. Near Raipur there is a tank, oalled Sankharis, on the bank of
which iea shrine of the goddess Mahfimayi. A legend is told
ahout the tank similar to that already mentioned in the
article on Obh&tni. The goddess, it is said, assumed the form of
.a girl and obtained a pair of bracelets from a sdnkidri or seller of

conch shell ornaments. Next day a Brahman saw the miraculous

_yision of a pair of hands, with these bracelets on the wrists,
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uplifted above the water of the tank. That night he dreamt that
the goddess appeared to him and told him to go early in
the morning to the tank, where he would find a 'piece of stone, on
which her image would appear, The Brihman did so, and
having found the stone, installed it on the bank of the tank as
the reprosentation of the goddess Mahimfyd., The Rija of
Raipur then built a shrine for her, and made grants of rent-
free lands for the maintenance of her worship.

Sabrakon.—A village in the extreme south-east of the head.
quarters subdivision, situated about 10 miles south of Bishnupur,
and 3 miles from Asurgarh. It conteins a shrine with an idol
of liim Krishna, of which the following legend is told. A holy
sddhu came from the north-west with two idols, one called. Rim
(Balarim) and the other Krishna, and lived in the jungle near
Sabrikon. One day when he was away hegging, the idols
assumed the form of two boys and began to dance round the hut.
A milkman happened to be passing by on his way to Bishnupur,
and the boys handed him a mango, which they told him to give
to the Raji. On his arrival at Bishnopur, howsver, the milkman
forgot all about it, and that night both he and the 11115. dreamed
about the mango. Next morning, while he was going to the
Raja with the mengo, he met a messenger who was coming for if.
The Raja, having heard his story, set out to see the boys, but
they wers no longer to be seen. Hp begged the sidiu to give
him the idols, and the latter at last comsented to give him one
of the two, It is not known which he gave, and hence the idol
is called by the joint name Rim Krishna. The Raja erected
a temple for the idol and made grants of land for the main-

"tenance of its warship. The idol is of black stone and little
bigger than half a cubif, but is regarded as being very beautiful,
Tt is gaid that no bird can fly over the top of the temple, for on
attempting to do so, it falls down senseless. The temple of Ram
Krishna stands on the bank of a rivalet called Purinadhar,
which is said formerly to have flowed round the temple ; m
dried-up bed can efill be seen on the north and east.

Samantabhfim.—A name given to the tract of country now
comprised within the Chhitna outpost. The traditional history of
this tract is that it was conguered in 1325 Saka or 1403 '.&.D. by
one Bankha Rai, o Bimanta or general of the emperor of Delhi,
who had fallen into dislavonr and returned to his home at the
village of Bihulanagar. The tutelary goddess of the village was
Vasuli, who appeared to him in a dream and instructed him to
proceed towsrds the east and eettle at a village called Chhatna,
where {here was a tank called Bolpokharie, where the goddess said



174 BANKURA.

she would come after two generations. Sankha Rai accordingly
came to Chhitnd and laving settled there, enriched himself
by giving protection to all silk-merchants who passed through
this part of ihe country. Mis grandson, Hamir Uttar Rai,
enlarged the territories to which he succceded and was given
the title of Rajd by the Mubammadan Nawiab, He was, we
are told, a pious Hindu, who revered Brihmans, cherished the
poor, and spent his days in the worship of the gods, His piety
was rewarded ; for one night he dreamed that the goddess
Vasuli appeared before him, and said—*I am pleased with your
devolion and have come from Bahulinagar with a band of {raders
in the shape of a grindstone. Go thou, therefors, to them and
bid them give you the grindstone,” The Raja obeyed the goddess
and placed the stone in o temple whiok he had built for it. On
the stone there appeared an image, and from that day to this it
has been worshipped as the goddess Vasuli.

This Raja was succeeded by his son Bir Hambir Rai, during
whose reign one Bhawini Jhirih, with the assistance of the
Raji of Panchet, attacked Chhaini and nesrly extirpated all
the members of the Raj family, the Bamantas. Twelve of
them escaped and fled fo Bilda (now in Midnapore), but after
o time came back to Chlatnd, killed the nsurper, and regnined
the Raj. These twelve were sons of Bir Hambir Rel and
ruled over the Rdj by twm for a month at a time. During
their reign, it is said, Nisanke Narayan, a Kshattriyn of Sikari
Fatehpur, came to Chhétnd on his return from Jagannath,
and found such favour with the fwelve brothers that they
gave him one of their daughters in marriage, made him
ruler of the country in their stead, and hestowed upon him
the title of Samantibaninith, iz, king of the land conquered by
the Bamantas. This fitle the representatives of the family
still hold.

Of the three successors of Nisanka Nariysn tradition has
nothing of interest to relate, but the fourth of the line founded
by him, Khara Bibik Nériyan, is said to have given shelter to
the Raja of Panchet, when he fled from his territory on acoount
of some domestio feud, and to have built a temple for the goddess
Visuli in 1656 Soks or 1636 A.D. He was killed by his son,
Swarip Nardyan, during whose time the Marathfia made an
inroad into his terrifory, The Raja, we are told, defeated them
in o pitched battls, out off the heads of 700 of them, and sent
them to the Nawib of Murshidabad who, pleased with this heroio
deed, gronted the R&ja a rent-free pasid of the whole zamindari,

. which grant was called Hindu Hardmi. He was succeeded by




GATETTERR, 176

his gon Lakshmi Nariyan, who for some time enjoyed the
geminddri rent-free, and when the British dominion was
established, went to Midnapore and took settlement of it at an
snnual revenue of 2,144 sicon rupees. Of the zamindirs who
succeeded him thereis little of interest to relate, In the time
of the rebellion of CGangA Nardyan, the then proprietor of the
estate rendered loyal aid to Government; and during the Mutiny
Anonda Lal sent 400 men and a cannon to Purulis to assist the
aunthorities, The estate is now involved in debt, and the greater
portion of it has been let out in {jdrd to Messrs. Gisborne & Co,
The head of the family is still popularly called Réja, although
Government does not recognize the tifle.

Sarengd.—A village in the extreme south of the Binkura
subdivision, situated about 5 miles south-east of Raipur., There
was formerly an indigo factory here; and the place contains a
station of the Wesleyan Mission, of which an account will be
found in Chapter ITI.

Simlapal—A village in the Bankwd subdivision, gituated 24
miles south of Bankurfi. It is the headquarters of an old family
of zaminddrs, who trace back their descent to one Sripati Mahi-
pitra. According to the account givenin the articls on Tungbhiim
(compiled from information furnished by former zamindars of
SySmsundarpur ond Phulkusmf). Sripati Mahapitra was the
gpiritual guide ond general of Nakur Tung and wes givena
grant of pargana Simlapal when the latter conquered Tuogbhiim,
But the Bimlipal family state that Bripati Mah&paira came from
Bir-Kémchandrapur in Cuttack to Bimlapal, while on a pilgrimage,
~and conguered the surrounding country, now kmown as parganas
Simlapal and Bhalaidiba. At first, the- whole zamindfri was
called pargana Simlapil, but after the death of the seventh Raja,
Ohiranjib Singh Chaudhuri, it was divided, as in the case of
the zaminddris of Bopur end Ambikanager, Sydmsmdarpnr and
Phulkusmfi, between two brothers, Lakshman Siogh Chaudhuri
and Laskar Singh Chaudhuri, The elder brother got a 10-annas
ghare, now ocalled pargana Bimlapil, and the younger brother
a B-annas share, now called pargans Bhalaidihd, The heads of
both families, who are Utkal Brahmaps by caste, are generally
cslled Rajis and bear the appellation of Singh Chandhuri; other
members of the family are called Mahapftras.

Sonamukhi.—A town in the Bishnupur subdivision, situsted
91 miles north of Bishnupur and 11 miles south of Panigarh
railway station. It was conatituted & municipality in 1886, the area
within maunicipal limits being 4 square miles, The population,
according to the census of 1801, was 13,448, of whom 13,261 were
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Hindus and 185 were Muhammadans, while there were two persona
belonging to other religions. , Lhe town.containe a High English
school, sub-registry office, charitable dispensary, and inspection
bungalow, and is the headquarters of a police thina; there is
also a High sohool opened in 1887 in commemoration of the
Jubiles of Queen Viotoria.

Formerly a large factory of the Hast India Company was
established here, and numbers of weavers were employed in
cotton-gpinning and cloth-making, One of the earliest notices
of Sonfimukhi coours in the records of the Board of Revenue,
and consists of a complsint made by the Company’s Com-
mercial Resident stationed there regarding ohstruction to trade by
{he Rija of Burdwin, upon which an officer was deputed to make
an enquiry, and the JRaja was forbidden to interfere in any
way with the commercial business of the Company’s factories.
The.introduction of English piece-goods led to the withdrawal of
the Qompany from this “trade, for the local products were not
able to compete with imported European articles, Formerly
sleo the town ocontained an indigo factory and a Munsif's
conrt,
At present eilk weaving, pottery making and the manufacture
of shellac are the principal industries of the place. The industry
last named was till 10 years ago large and prosperous, and there
were several lac faotories established by the locul merchants in
the Ranchi district, to which artisans were sent from SonAmukhi,
The towh itself contains a temple called Girigobardhan, which
is reported to be o Hne specimen of architecture and seulpture.
There are numerous tanks, the biggest of which in the ecentrs
of the town is known simply as the Sdyar. There is also a
shrine dedicated to a local saint named Manohar, which is a
place ot pilgrimege visited by meny Vaishnavas. A large
gathering of Vaishnavas takes place annually and lasts three
days, commencing on Srirdmnavami day, i.e, generally in the
month of Chaitra.

The legend about the saint is sz follows. There was a very
devout Brahman, named Sriram Das Adhikari, at Sonimukhi,
One day, when he was worshipping his god Byimsundar, the
beauty of a milkmaid cansed his thoughts to wander, and sshamed
of his weakness he out off his genitals and died. This Brihman
left a gon and a daughter, both of whom were minors. Two days
after his death, & Vaishnava came to the temple of Sy&msundar.
and stated that he had been sent by the deceased Adhikiri, who
was going to Brindiban, to look after his children and the god
Syamsundar. This Vaishnave was Manohar Das, He brought up.

T
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the children and married the daughter to a Brahman, whose
descendants became afterwards priests (sebaifs} of the deified saint.
Manohar performed many miracles, cured incurable disenses; and
‘after his death became the deity of the Tintis (weavers) of
Sonamukhi, who then formed the bulk of the population of the
town. The Téantis set apart o small portion of their income for
the maintenance of the shrine and for the celebration of an
annual festival, besides gifts at the marringe of girls and other
donations, A pairof wooden eandals are placed over the tomh
and are worshipped by the votaries.

Tradition eays that the town owes ils name to a goddess
Son&mukhi (the golden-faced), the mose of whose image was
broken off by the famous Muhammadan iconoolast, Kalapahar,

Sondtapal.—A village in the Binkurf eubdivision, situated
4 miles east of Bankurdi on the bank of the Dhalkisor. It
contains a large temple sscribed to the Rajis of Bishnupur, of
which the following account is given by Mr., Beglar in e
Reports of Areheological Survey of India, Vol VIII. *Two
miles north-east of Ilkteswar is the village of Bonatapal; it is
situated at the point where the Dhalkisor river eplits into two, to
join again lower down. Of the two channels, the one to the left
is the main one now, but, I think, the other one was the prineipal
one before ; the sandy bed marking its formexr extent shows that it
was larger than the left channel. Near the junction or fork of
the two channels is a tall brick temple, golidly built of bricks
measuring 12 inches by 8% inches ; thirty-three courses of hricks
with the interposed mud cement make up ¥ feet of height, The
temple is remarkably solid, the dimensions of the senctum inside
being only 12 feet square, but the great height and the material,
brick, need o greater thickness than stone, The roof of the cell
begins to contract by overlapping courses at a height of 18 feet.
The overlaps are at first of six courses each, then after four such
overlaps there are five overlaps of five courses each, after which
the overlaps are of four, and subsequently of three and of two
courses each. The entrance is of the usual style of overlapping
openings; it is 6 feet 1 inch wide. The overlaps are one of six
courses, two of five courses each, seven of four courses each, five
of . three courses each, and one of two courses, there being altoge-
ther 61 courses disposed in 16 overlaps on each side to the point
where the two sides of the triangle appruuuh to within 4 inches
ofeach other.

“The temple stands on a high plinth, now a shapeless mound.
It does not appear, from the absence of the dividing sill in the
opening, that the temple had any mandapain front, and thefagade

. N
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is indesd complete as it is, there being no part or line where the
walls of any chamber or structure in front could touch the present
facade without hiding some ornament, or falling upon some
moulding or ornamental sculpture. The long platform, therefore,
in front of the temple (now a terrace of earth and rubbish),
must have been meant for open air gatherings, as is common to
this day, especially in melds or fairs, or for a subordinate temple
facing the main one. Close to the temple, and on the low ground,
which in floods is under water, are several mounds, which still
yield bricks, The mounds, as well as the temple, are ascvibed to
Salibihan, and the mounds near the river are said to be parts of
his garh, the other parts having been washed away by the left-
hand channel, when the main stream fivet took that direction ; the
old name of the place is said by some to have been Himiradingf.
The temple was covered with plaster, and richly and profusely
ornamented. The plaster, from its ornamentation, corresponding
in oll parts with the cut brick ornamentation below, I consider to
have formed part of the original design, and not, as is too often
the oase, added afterwards. The plaster has, however, come off
in most parts; the top of the temple has disappeared long ago,
and is now a shapeless mass of ruin, on which young trees are
allowed to take root and flonrish undisturbed. It isa pity that a
fine temple, as this must have been, should have been allowed te
ﬂﬁﬂﬂ?-“

Snsunid.—A hill in the Bankurd subdivision, situated about
12 miles north-west of Dankurd, rising to a height of 1,442 feet
above sea-level. To the local sportemen itis well known as the
resort of bears, panthers, hyeenas, and other wild animals, which
find shelter among its rocks and caves. The hill is also an object
of interest to the Indian community from a religions point of
view, There are two springs near the foot of the hill, and close
to one of these is a shrine sacred to Nar Bingh. Here crowds
assemble every year, and in the usual Indian fashion commingle
their devotions with the worldly ocoupations of sale and barter.
Commercially, Susuni® is a valuable property, being to all
appearances one vast quarry, practically inexhaustible, its cironms
farence being over six miles, The mineralogical character of the
stone is as follows. It is m pegmatite (quartz and felspar), in
whioh the proportion of felspar is so small that it may be termed
a hard, fine-grained, greyish-white laminated sandstone, with
minute cloudy veins of bitaniferous iron in very fine granular
specks of much brillianoy when seen in a bright light.. The
effects of these cloudy veins is to give to the polished surface
of the stone the appearance of a very oconrse, dull, yellowigh

L
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grey marble speckled with black. Quarries were first opened
in Busuni in 1859 by the late Mr. Donald Campbell Mackey
of Oalouita and were subsequently worked for many years by
the Burdwin BStone Company. The Company, however, wua
obliged by financial conziderations to close its operations, and
disposed of its property in the hill. Recently, quarrying work
was resumed during the ocomstruction of the railway through
the distriot, when stone was required by the Railway Company
for the line. Quarrying is carried on by blasting out large
blocks, which are afterwards split by steel wedges into the
required sizes, and dreased in the usual way. As compared with
the stone of some othber Indian gquarries, that of Susunia is
inferior to the products of Chundir and Mirzipur, but is more
valuable than that of Barikar.*

Telisayar.—Ses Jamkundi,

Tungbhiim,—A nams given to the tract of country lying in
the south of the Raipur thina, Tradition relates that it was so
called after Nakur Tung, a descendant of Tung Deo, who came
from the banks of the river Gandaki on pilgrimage to Jagannith,
where, by the favour of the god Jagaunath, he was made king of
Puwi, His grandson, Gangddhar Tung, was ivformed by Jagan-
nith that after him there would be no king of his line in Puri,
and that therefore his son should change his name and go to some
other country, where he would be king. Accordingly, Gangidhar
Tung’s son, Nakur Tung, taking with him his wife, his treasure
and some soldiers, left Purf in 1270 Soka (1348 A.D.), and after
10 years of wandering settled in 1358 A.D. at Tikarpira, o
village near SByamsundarpur,

At that time, the part of the distriet now comprised within
parganas Bhyimsundarpur, Phulkusma, Reipur, Simlapil, and
Bhalaidiha, was called RAjagrim, It had hitherto been ruled
by s Raja oalled Samantasar RAaja; but this RAjA having, we are
told, been destroyed with his whole family by *jumping into
fire,” the country remained without & ruler and was overrun by
robbers. Nakur Tung, heving subdued the robbers and taken
possession of the country, called it Jagannéthpur in honour of
Jaganndth, whose idol he had brought with him, and himself
agsumed the title of Raja Ohhatra Nariyan Deb, He brought
with him 252 families of Utkal Brihmans, whose descendants
are now numerons in this part of the district. To one of those
Brihmans, Sripati Mahapitra, who was his spiritual guide and
had acted as a general during the campaign, the Réji made over

* Busuniil Stone Quarries, Statistical Reporfer, 1676,
w2
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the territory now known as parganas Bimlipil end Bhalsidibha,
while & further grant of the land now called pargans Raipur
wae given to a member of the Sikhar Raj family. During the
time of the sixth Raji, Lakshmi Naryan Deb, who before his
sucoession was called Syimsundsr Tung, s disputo arose between
him and his brother Mukut Nariyan, which ended in the
apportionment of the R&j botween them. The portion that fell
on the lot of the older, is now called pargans Bydmsundarpur,
and that which formed the share of the younger, Phulkusma,
The Permanent Settloment of the two parganas was made with
Raji Bundar Nariyan Deb and Rija Darpa Nmdyan Deb
xespectively, The zamindir of Phulkusma has lost his property,
as it has been sold in consaquence of debts, while the representa-
tives of the Byimsundarpur family are in reduced circumstances,
portions of the estate having been sold for liguidation of debts,
while the remainder is encumbered.

- To this day parganss SByimsundarpur and Phulknsmi are
genexally called Tungbhim or Tungibani, e, the land of
Tung. Members of the zamindir's family are styled Tung or
Tungébaninath, and are also called Bara Tung and Chhota Tung
respectively, They are Ilshatiriyas by caste and are connected
with the families of Bishnupur, Raipur, Supur, &e.

Vishnnpur.—Ses Bishnupur.



T

1T

T T

oF

N T Tt W WY Y T U i ¥ T TR S L

>

INDEX.

A.

Abantiki, 6,
Aboriginals, 50-51, 6667, 68-60; educn-
tion of, 161
Adbikuli, 62, 68,
Adi Malla, 24,
Administration, land revenne, 128.136;
gencral, 187143 ; of justice, 140-142.
"Administrative charges and stafl, 187,
Aghani crops, 90, 81,
Agricultoral Associntion, 92.03.
Agricultural classes, 110,
Agrieulture, 86-08,
Agricultorists, materinl
1068,
Ajudhyd, dispensnry nt, 84 ; descripiion
of, 152.
Aman rico, eultivation of, £0.91.
Ambikinagar, description of, 152, 166 ;
pergana, 125,
Amdingrs, 116,
Amusements, 87.88 ; of the Santils, 77.
Animists, BO.
Archmology, 42,
drhar, cultivation of, 81,
Artisaus, wages of, 108, 103,
Arts nnd indostries, 110-117.
Assessment of ronts, 101-102,
Association, sgricultursl, 02.98,
drura panj, T
Asuris, 116,
At-pahari, 63,
Aur ries, cultivation of, 80-01.
Antnimn ries, enltivation of, 01,

B.
Fabwdn lands, 1234,

condition of,

Tagas land, 89,
Bigdis, conneclion with Mals, 21, 28;
religion of, 60; description of, B9.61.

Bihuliri, description of, 162153,

Baital, 68,

Lialsi, 58,

Bandhs, &0, 87T,

Dinkn Rai, 1,

Binkw, origin of name, 1,

Bankurd Darpan (nowspaper), 151.

Bankurs mbdivision, 165-156.

Bunkura town, description of, 153-154;
rainfull of, 18; Wesleyan Mission ot
4748 ; hospital and dispensary at, 84 ;
loper neylom af, B4; former indige
factory at, 118; sab-registry office -af,
140 ; district jail, 148 ; municipality,
145-144 ; college andjschools at, 47, 48,
148, 160; population, 158; public
buildings, 163-185 ; climate, 155,

Banberd land, 89,

Binskuri colliery, 114.

Bars, indigo factory ak, 116,

Biamhnshzl pargana, 126,

Barikhalis, 110,

Barjord, palice outpost, 148,
Bartu land, 80, -
Baurls, 67-53 ; religion of, 50, B1.
Bears, 16,

Belistore, school at, 149,
Bell-metal mann facfure, 115.116,
Bongal-Nigper Railway, 119,
Be-panchaki tonnres, 101, 126, 127
Batal leaf, ealtivatio of, 0L
BRadoer erops, 80, 01,

Bhfdy, worship of, 52,

Bhdg-fot (holding?, 102, 184,

Buogi, s

BhairsbhEnkl river, 7,
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Ehiliidiba pargana, 125, 176,

Thertils, 113,

Phuwmij easto, 40, 141,

Bhiitenhbar, 6, 168,

Biharinkth hill, 4.

Birei river, 6; schemo [or lrrigation
from, 85,

Birds, 18,

Bir Himbir, reign of, 26-20.

Bir Singh, Baju of Bisluupue, 26, 27,

Dirsinghpur, 110,

Birth-rato, 80,

Bishnupur pargana, 123, 126 ; ostates of,
188.124.

Bishnupur Rijds, hisbory of, 19-37,

Blshnopar subdivision, 163-184.

Bishnopur town, deseription of, 160-163 §
rainfall of, 18 ; history of, 10.87;
worahip of Dharmarsj, 52, 68; dis-
pensary of, B4 ; silk wenving ab, 111.
118 ; tobnoce manufactore, 116 ; sub.
rogistry office at, 140, 146-147 ; sub-jail
at, 143 ; municipality, 140-147; High
school of, 140 ; Rajas of, 166-167;
tomples, 168-180; the fovh, 160-181 ;
guos, 161 ; Inkes, 162.163; the modorn

* town, 163,

Blanket weaving, 118,

Blindnces, provulenco of, 83,

Blant, Commissioner of Bishnupur, 128,

Botany, 11-14

Boundiries of the district, 2.

Brakmotior land, 186,

Druse manufacbure, 115-118,

Buddhism, traces of, 62-64.

C.

Onlamitios, notural, 54-100,

Canals, 7.

Carts, 121,

Carving of wood, 1186,

0"“' “d ﬁ'ibﬂj Eﬁ-ﬁl.

Cattls, 08,

Cansns statistics, 43.44,

Cosnes, rovenue from, 180,

Chaitanys Bingb, Rajs of Bishnupur,
80, 86, &6, .

Ehlmpi_hli. 116,

INDEX.

Charak Pafd, deseription of, B4-56;
18%7-160.

Charitable dlspensaries, 85-B4.

Chaukiddri ohdkrdn lands, 180,

Chankidars, 143,

Choap, the Commerelal Resident, 40.

Chligriddr, GO,

ClbEtnE, polics oubpost, 85, 148; rail-
way station, 119 ; pargons, 186 ; des-
cription of, 104-106.

Clhinpur, deseription of, 185-106,

Chiugiini, 110.

Cholern, apidemics of, B2,

Christinn Missloos, 40-40.

Clironology, 42,

COhuars, 34 ; robollions of, 40-41.

Civil juatico, administration of, 140,

Olimate, 17-18 ; in relation to health, 78

Clothing, 67.

Coal mines, 114-116.

Cock-fighting, T7-78,

Cocoon renring, 111, 118, 118,

Colloge of Wesloyan Mission, 47, 140,

Colloglato cducation, 143,

Collierica, 114-116,

Commores, 116-117,

Commerelal olasses, matoria]l condilion
of, 107,

Comwmunicution, means of, 118.122;
devolopment of, 118-119; railways,
118; ronds, 110-121; water, 132;
poatal, 183,

Configuration of disteict, 2.

Conveyances, 121-124,

Cooly emigration depdt, 143,

Cotbon wewving, 118,

Country spirik, manofacture and oon-
sumption of, 188.139,

Courts, civil and criminal, 140,

Crimo, 140-141,

Uriming] classos, 141-142,

Criminnl justice, ndministration of, 140,

Crops, prinelpal, 80, 61,

Culbivation, extonsion of, 01.09; im-
provemonts in, 93, 93.

Cutlory, manufacturo of, 116.

D- o
Dacoities, 140-141, :
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Dafadars, 148,

Dakhaldard tenores, 184,

DRwodar river, deseription of, 4«6 ; navi-

gotbion on, 182,

DEngd (high land), 80,

Darisiimrari tenurcs, 183,

Darkorfd holdings, 130,
Darmukarrari tenures, 188,
Darpatni taonnroes, 181,

Denth-rate, 804 .
Dabottar lund, 186,

Donnity of population, 44-46.
Desuris, 116,

Dhalbhiim, 22 ; description of, 166,
Dhalkisor river, description of, 6,
DhEnd, 110

Dhariipit, deseription of, 166-187,
Dharmarij, worghip of, 68-Gd.
Diarrhon, 83,

Digaras, 85, 127,

Dighit, 116.

Disenses, principal, 80-83
Disponsarics, B3-64.

Distillories, 188,
District, formation of, 41-42.

Distriet Board, administration of, ldd-
' 145 ; roads, 120121,
Domestic animals, 93.

Dross of the peaple, 67,
Durjan Bingh, BEja of Bishoupur, 27,
Dwirkeswar river, doscription of, 6,
Dwallings, 66,

Dycing of silk, 111.

Dysontery, 53. .

. E.
Education, 148.161, work of Wesleyan

Mission, 48.50 ; of Santils, 74; progress-

of, 148-140 ; statistios of, 148; colle-
ginte; 140 ; secondary, 149; primary,
140160 ; famale, 160 ; industrial, 160;
of Muhsmmndane, 161; of aborigin-
aly, 161. _

Educational stafl, 140,

Ekteswar, description of, 167.1060,

Elophantinss, 52,

Elephants, 16. :

Emigrution, 45, 142 ; of Bantils, Td.

Euterie favar, BL r

Estates, subdivision of, 128-124; number
and revenue of, 180,

Eaxciso ndministration, 188.139.

Exhibition, ngricultuml, 98

Exports, 1186,

Extension of eultivation, 01-93.

F.

Faclorles, old indige, 116,

Famine of 1770, 81; lisbilily to, D4 ;
tragts linkle to, 04.85; of 1866, 95 ;
of 1874, D8; of 1897, 00100,

Faunn, 14-16,

Fawjdar, 66,

Faufdari gumdshiz, 63,

Famnls edneation, 160,

Ferries, 122,

Fover, prevalence of, 80 ; f-gpu_ucr, B0.B2,

Filorinsis, B2, )

Finpnee, 187-140.

Fish, 16-17.

Floods, 100,

Food graing, prices of, 106,

Food of tho people, 66

Forosts, 7-8.

Tort of Bishnopur, deseription of, 160.
161,

G

Gabpur, worship of Dhurmurij at, 53,

Gipme birds, 16,

Gandheswnrl river, 8,

Gungijalghitl, minfall of, 18; telegraph
office af, 122; sub-regisiry ofieo at,
140; thiina, 04, 142, 143,

GangR Naryon's vising, 4041,

Ganja, consumption of, 180,

Gautatbindh lake, 163,

Goneral administration, 187-148,

Geclogy, B-11.

@ hats, 125.

Ghatwali Innds, 126.180; survey and
sottloment of, 128.180,

Ghadwali tenurea, 100, 126180,

Ghatwals, 126-180.

@hutin, 10, - et R

“} Gingolly, cultivation of, 81,



184

dirls’ schools, 150 ; of Wesleyan Mission,
48, .

Gold deposits, 116,

Gondwin eystem, 11.

Gopiiloagar, 116,

GopRlpor, worship of Dharmarij nt, 68§
former indigo factory at, 110,

Gopal Singh, REJA of Melnupur, 28,

Goplugthpur, silk weaving ot, 110, 112.

Goawimis, 66,

l?u!mmunt estntos, 130,

Oram, eultivation of, 91 ; prices of, 106

Graxing groands, 03,

Gumashia, §3.

Guns at Bislnupur, 161,

H.

Hatinmari k3al, 68,

Harisankirtan, 67,

HErmiar, 7,

Health, pablic, 78.85.

Homp droge, consumption of, 180,

High schoal, 140,

Hikimali holdings, 186,

Hill systom, B-4,

Hindualem, some nspacts of, 50.51,

History of the district, 19-42; of land
revenine administration, 128-180,

Honorary Magisirates, 140,

Hook-swinging, 64.56; among the
Buntdls, 7.
Hospitols, 83.84,
Houtols, 151,
Houses of the people, 66,
Hurpakan, b.
I

Tdels, maininined by the Bishnupur Rij,
126 .

Tjdrs lenses, 133,

Immigration, 45,

Imports, 118,

Income-tax, 189,

Indis, ralofall of, 18 ; worship of Dharma-

rij ab, B3; sub-registry office at, 140;
thine 142, 148; High school af, 140;
deseription of, 169,

IKDEX,

Indebtednces, 108,

Indigo, enltivation of, 91 ; indusbry, 118,

Indpur, polios outpost, 143,

Tndustrial classcs, 110 ; material condition
of, 107,

Induostrial edueation, 160,

Industries, 110-117 ; In district jails, 148,

Inoeulntlon, 83,

Institutions, medical, 83.54.

Interest, ratos of, 108-109,

Inundations, 100,

Irrigation, 87-89,

Trtimrdrt tonures, 188,

Timamdar, 66,

Ttm@mdart holdings, 138,

J.

Jagirddrs, 83, 127,

Jnil industries, 143.

Juils, 148.

Jalsdzsan holdluge, 184,

JamB (tenant’s holding), 183-134,

JEmkundl, deseription of, 169170,

Jomunibiodl Inke, 162,

Jamunikl@li colliory, 114,

Jimnrf, 1186,

Jin (Sanlil witeh doator) 78,

Jangalburl famaE 134,

Jusods kAL, 6.

Jitrds, 67,

Jaykhil river, 7.

Jaypands river, 7.

Joypur, silk weaving at, 110; former
indigo fnctory at, 118; police outpost,
148,

JayrEmpur, pollee outpost, 143,

Jhantipabdri vallway station, 119,

Jog-Manili, T4

oot (tenants’ holding) 183,

Judieial staff, 140,

Jungle Mahgls, description of, 38.40.

Junglo Mahil estate, 128, 124,

Justice, ndmipistration of, 140-142,

K.

Kabirdf (among the Banrlﬂ:}. r6. 2
Eikatif, 161. "
Eilindibindh lake, 162, -
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Kilikipur colliery, 114,

Knlus, 57,

Kankar, 10,

Kankilis, 1168,

Eanri hill, &

Kansiibati rivor, description of, 7.

Kaalin, 116,

Karo hill, 4, .

Efheai river, description of, 7; noavign-
tion on, 122,

Eenting, Oollector of Bishnupur, 32.54,

Kendudsi, 118,

Eoshabpur, 110,

Kusiikol, 164,

Kate or tosser stlk eloth, 108.

Kharagpur-Asansal branch ling, 119,

Ehatnagar, 118,

EhiitrR, rainfall of,' 18; dispensary af,
B4 ; sub-regisiry offics at, 140 ; thina,
142, 143 ; deseription of, 170,

Ehorposh hollings, 186,

Korg hill, 4, G,

Korfd holdings, 185,

Kotal, T4,

Kotalpur, rainfall of, 18 ; dispensary b,
84; former indigo fastory at, 116;
sub-registry office at, 140 ; thine, 142,
143 ; school af, 147; deseription of,
170,

Krishdns (labourers), 103,

Erlshnabindh lake, 162,

Kuabigkol, school at, 140 ; deseription
of, 170,

Kuchkuehis, High achool af, 47, 149,

Eukhr@ river, 6.

Kurps, 116,

L.

Labour sapply, 104-105,

Labourers, wages of, 102, 103 ; material
eondition of, 108,

Labouring classes, 110,

Lac induastry, 118, 114,

Lakes, 7, 162,

Lilbandh lake, 162,

Landlords, relation with tenants, G1-62 ;
‘material condition of, 108-107,

Land measures, 117, .

186

Land rovenns, sadministration of, 1283.
186 ; receipts from, 187, -

Land tenures, 130, 156,

Language, 40

Laterite, 8, 10 ; economic uses of, 116,

Liaugrim, 24,

Lienzes of Innd, 133, 134, 136,

Legonds, of Madan Mohan, 181-182;
of Chbiitn®, 164.185; of Dhalbhim,
186 ; of Tokpur, 170-171 ; of Raipur,
172178 ; of Sibrikon, 173; of
SEmantabhim, 170.1%4 ; of SimlEpal,
176; of Manchar, 176-177; of
Tupgbhiim, 179. =

Laopards, 16,

Laper asylum, 84-86.

Lieprosy, 83.

Libraries, 161.

Literate population, 149,

Lithomarge, 116,

Local Boards, 146,

Lioeal Balf-Government, 144-147,

| LiabErs, 180,

Lokpur, deseription of, 170-171.
M.

| Maglstentos, 188,
‘Mah@jans, 107, 109, 100,

Makinddrs (lsbourers), 108,

Mahiswar® pargana, 186,

Maize, oultivation of, J1.

Mikr#, indigo factory at, 116

Maktabs, 161,

Malarial fover, 80-81.

Maliard, rainfall of, 18; dispensary at, -
84; pargans, 125; school af, 140 3
description of, 171-172,

Malln chiofs, 24-25,

Malln era, 42,

Wallabhim, description of 21.23; legen.
dary history of, 2825, .

Munnsi, worakip of, 6L

Mandal, 68, 64, 65.

Mandali holdings, 183,

Mangalpur, worship of Dharmarij at,
E3, '

Mianghi or Santil headman, 65, Td.

Manohar, legend of, 176, 177,
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Manufactores, 110,116,
Marathis, vaids of, 28-30,
Murringe coromony smeng | the Baurls;
B80-61 ; smong the Bagdis, 61.
Marr, B.,
Marshes, 7.
Maryd, cultivation of, 81.
Marulu, 121,
Masakor Pih&r, 4
Matarial condition of tho peopls, 106-
109; of laodloeds, 106-107; of
p:nfmi-:mi classes, 107; of commer-
‘clal and Indu-&rinl classes, 107 ; of
agriculturfets, 108; of Isbourers,
108,
Mathgodd dndd, B8,
BMaikd cloths, 118,
Maurast jomd; 184,
Means of communication, 118-135.
Monsares, 117.
Modical uspocts, 79-85; institutions,
B3-B4.
Majis, police cotpost, 04, 148,
Mejia Bil, 7,
Mejla hill, 4,
Migdy jama, 134,
Mion, 116,
Middle Eaoglish schools, 140 of
Worleyno Mission, 48, 40,
Middle Vemacular schools, 140; of
Wealayan Mission, 48,
Midnapore-Jdhorrid branch ling, 118,
Migrafion, 45,
Military Grand Trunk Road, 121,
Minerals, 114, 115.
Mines, 114, :
Misstons, Christinn, 46-49,
Molnsses, manufacture of, 116.,
Money-ordors, 122,
Monsoon raingall, 17-18.
Mortgages of property, 100,
Muobammadans, 40-50; education of,
161,
Mukarrari tenures,, 132138 ; jomd,
14, .
Mukhys, 68, 64,
Mundiiel langusge, 46,
Munlcipalities;: 145-147, "

Musical schoals, 150,
Mustard, cullivation of, 0L i
Muting of 1857, 41,

N.

Nagpanchami, 61,

Naid, 62,

Namal, 46,

Niriynnpur, 116,

Natural calam}ties, 04100,
Notural divisions of distrlet, 2-8,
HNuvigation, 5, 122,

Nayabidi holdings, 184,
Newspapors, 161, '

0.

Ocoupations of tho people, 110.

Oil-seeds, cultivation of, 91,

Ondi, rainfall of, 18 ; Wesleyun Miesion
schools af, 48 ; former indigo factory
ety 116 5 sub-regisiry offico af, 140 ;
thine, 143, 148, o

Ondigrim railway station, 119,

Opium, consumption of, 180,

Outposts, polico, 143,

Outetilly, 188,

P,

Pachwai, covsumption of, 188, 189,

Padampur, 24,

Paik, 63, _

Pakhurdabii, 110, :

Palfsdings, school af, 149,

Pin, enltivation of, 01,

Panchak, 126, 126, 127.

Panchakt mahdls, 136186,

Punkhai, worship of Dharmnrgj at, 63.

Pardmanik, 66, T4,

Parganas, 125,

FPargonaits, 74, T6. A

Parsa, worship of Dbarmarij uf, 53.

Pasturage, 98.

FPathardabd, 110

Paini tenures, 131, 183,

Patnlidrs, 82, :

Palrasiyar, 38, 115, 118. ;

Poople, the, 43-V1; materisl condition
of, 108109 ; ocenpations of, 110,
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FPermanontly setiled estntes, 130. "Riirh, 46, . 1w
Phulkusmi pargana, 125, 179, 180. Rarki boli, 46,

Phyeical sspocts, 1-18,

Tifrdoba railway station, 110,

Pirs, veneration of , 48-50.

Pokharbindh lake, 162,

Pollco, ndministration of, 142-143.

Population, growth of, 48; census of
1001, 48-44 ; doneity of, 44.46 ; urbon,
4B ; rural 46, 48.

Post offices, 123.

Poatal eommunications, 122,

Preminanda orphanage, 46.

Prices, 106 ; in famines, 85, 07, 09, 100.

Primary education, 149.160,

Private schools, 161,

Produce rents, 102,

Profossionnl classes,
condition of, 10%,

Public health, 79-85,

Pablic Works Depurtinent, 119, 120,

Puniiec], 110,

Purohit, 63.

110; material

Q.

R,
Rabi cvops, 00, 01,
Rafte, use of, 122,
Raghunith Singh, R m‘. Bishoupur,
268.
Railways, 119.

Quarries, 116,

Kainfall, 17-18; in relation to sgricol-

- turo, 86-87. .

Baipur, mainfall of, 18; rebellion of
Ohuars, 39, 40 ; dispensary st, B4; por-
gand, 125 ; sub-regisiry offico at, 140 ;
{hioa, 06, 142, 148; description of,
172.173. g

Rijgrdm, 110, 158; silk.weaving st
110, 112 ; police oulpost, 143 ; school
ut, 149,

Rijhit-Birsinghpur, 112,

Himpur, 116,

Riimaigar, 119, 121,

Ringimels, 131, 1282,

Riniganj-Midnapore road, 120,

Rape, cultivation.of, 81,

Bates of rent, 101, 102,

Registration, 189-140,

Rogistry offices, 140,

Rolief works in  famive, 96, 07, 98, W.
100,

Raligions, 40-66 ; of the Santals, 76-70.

Ront-froo lands, 124 tonnres, 138,

Rents, 101.102; cash rents, 101.108;
produce rents, 102,

Reptiles, 17,

Revenue, sdmidistration :ri land, 128
138,

Revenue history, 128.180,

Rovenue of the distriet, 137-140; land
revanne, 187 ; stamps, 157-188 ; oxelso
188-1889 ; cesses, 1B8; income-tax,
180 ; registration, 189-140,

Itica, cultivation of, 90.81; prices of,
106,

River systom, 4.7,

Eoad pod Public Works cosses, 180,

Roads, 119.191,

Tiol, tormer dispensary uf, Bd; Pormer
indlgo factory ab, 116; echool at,
148,

Rotation of erops, 92,

Ripnirkyan viver, &

Bural populsticn, 45, 48,

8.

Sabrikon, deseription of, 173

Sadial ghatwdls, 04, 125.

£8;4 onltivators, 103, --

Hal forests, 7, 8., t

Saldmi payment of, 183, 136,

Saldi, 54,

Bilghiti, 121, .

53l land, B3,

il river, B, i

Baltord, B8, 121; police outpost, 04,
148, - ¢+ ¢

Salt, prices of, 105,

SEmantabhim, 22 ; dﬂeﬂpﬁm o!,'l'?ﬂb
176.

; Bamear, 5. : -

 Banskrit fols, 150, 151

-
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Bantdli language, 46, T4, 7.

Santils of DankurE, 08-69, 72.78;
connection with lawd, 72 charaater,
72.78 ; village life, 78 emigration, T4;
tribal organization, ¥4.75; religion,
¥0.78; bellef fin witchernft, ¥0;
practice of hock-swinging, 77; amnse-
ments, 77 ; hunting, 77 ; cock-fighting,
77-78 ; education of, 161,

Santor, 110

Snturi, 110,

Sarddr, 04-05,

Sarddr ghatwdls, 64, 127,

Sarengh, Wesleyan Miesion ot, 49; book-
swinging at, 65-68; deseription of, 175,

Sorkari panckakt tenurcs, 101, 120,
iy

Sashpur, 116,

Bavings Bank transsctions, 132,

Bearcity, 05100,

Boenory of the distriet, 8. 5

Schools, 148.161; of Wesleyan Mision,
A7.4%; High schools, 149 ; Middle
English, 140; Middle Yernacular,

140 ; Primary, 140-160 ; special 160,

Bocondary eduention, 149,

Sokharbhim, 28,

Sepalnt terures, 181, -

Bervice tenures, 135185,

Bottloment of rent, 101,

Bettlements, enrly, 126; of phdlwali
lands, 128128,

BhEbErjors pargana, 135,

Shoikhs, 48,

BhiEmt tonures, 182,

Sigis, worahip of Dharmarsj at, 58.

Bikbarbhim, 28,

BilEbati river, 6-T.

Bilai river, -7,

Silk weaving, 110-118.

Bimand dari holdings, 196,

Smandddre (watchmen), 65, 104, 1458,

Bimlapal, 110 ; police outpest, 95, 148 ;
paryana, 125 ; description of, 176,

Skin diseases, 83,

Bmall-pox, B2,

Boakes, 17, ,

Bodlal life of the peqple, 81-71, -

| Boile, 8O,
Senimukhy, 30, rainfall of, 18; cm-

merciul residemcy at, 89 ; disponsary
at, Bd; eilk wonving at, 118f

former indigo- factory at, 116; telo-
graph offiec oty 182  sub-roghiry
oflice at, 140 ; thinn aud outpost, 86,
143, 1148 ; - munlcipality, 147;
school o, 149 ; deseription) of, 176-
7. !
Sonatapal, deseription of, 177-178,
Special acheols, 160,
Bpirik, consumption of, 130,
Stamps, rovenus from, 137.138,
Btotisties, wvitnl, 79.80; of crops, 00,
of education, 148, 140, :
Stone quarries, 116,
Sabdivisions of the district, 137.
Bublinnkari A4, 7, B7, 88,
Sugarcane, oultivation of, 61.
-ﬂ'ﬂni ..'li]-l 'HI
Supply of labour, 104-105,
Bupur pargsna, 125 ; deserlption of, 188,
Survey ond  sobtlemont of  ghdiwali
lands, 198-120, ,
Susunii Lill, 8 ; description of, 178.170,
Syambfindh lake, 162,
 ByRmaundarpur, 7; b3sdh, 8B; pargans
' 1&g, 179, 180,

T.

Tabeddr ghFiwals, 66 ; duties of, 127,

Thidangrs, pelice outpost, 143,

Tanks, irrigation from, 87.

Taaull, 116,

Technical oducation, 160,

Telegraph offices, 122,

Tolis, 67,

Telisiynr, 179,

Tompersture, 17,

Temples of Bishoupur, deseription of,
158.180,

Temporarily settled estates, 128,

Tenants' holdinge, 188,

Tenants, relations with the. landloeds,
6162,

* Tenure-holders, 181, 186. * Spall
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Tenures of land, 180.138 ; estates, 180 ; |
tenaros, 180-181; tenants’ holdings,
188.185; serviee tenurcs, 185.180 ;
rent.freo tenures, 188,

ThEnas, police, 142, 143,

il eultivation of, W1,

Tllaghgri, 110,

Tobaoeo, manafacture of, 118,

Tols, 150, 161,

Topography, 1.

Towns, 45, 40.

Trade, 118.117.

Training schoels, 150,

Trees, 7, 8, 11-14.

Tribes and cnstes, 58-81, .

Tungbhiim, 22 ; description of, 170-180,

Tuntii Mosalmiine, 139.140,

Tusser allk weaving, 111-113,

U.

Tdtdaty land, 80,
Upion Committecs, 146,
Urban population, 45.
Uaury, methods of, 108,

\£

Vaocination, 83,
Vaishnavism, 80,

Veneration of Firs, 49, 60,

189

Villages, 4548,

Village lite, 39.71.

Villagn officlals, 63.60,

Villago servinta , wages of, L08.104,
Vishnopur, Ses Bishnmpur,

Vital statistios, 79.80.
W.
Wagos, 102.105,
Water communientions, 128,
Waterfulls, 8,
Weaving of wilk, 110-118; of cotton
snd woal, 113, )
Weights, 117,

" Walls, irrigntion from, B7.

Wealoynn Mission, 40.49.

Wast Burdwin distelet, 42,

Wheat, caltivation of, 01 ; prices of, 108,
Wi.bt.'l.dtl!k_. belief in, 78.

Wild animals, 14-10,

Winds, 17.

Women, educetion of, 160.

Wood carving, 116,

Wool weaving, 118,

Z,
Zamddri panodakl tonures, 101, 126,
127,
Zar-i-peshgt iErd leases, 183,
Zi1W school, 140,
Zoology, 14-17,
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