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GAZETTEER

OF TIHE

KHULNA DISTRICT.

S —H

CHAFTER T.

PHYSICAL ASPECTS.

Tur distriet of Khulnii, which forms the extreme south-eastern Gesmuax
portion of the Presidenoy Divieion and of the Province uf“m""
Bengal, is situated betwoen 21° 88’ and 28° I’ north latitude,

and between 88° 64’ and 89° 68’ east longitude. It extends

over an area of 4,765 square miles, indluding 2,688 sguare miles

in the Bundarbans, and has o population, according to the
census of 1901, of 1,263,043 persons, The principal town and
administrative headquarters is Khulng, situated on the Blairab

in 22° 49° N. and 89° 34" E. According to local tradition, the

town is g0 oalled afler Khullanva, a heroine of Hindu mythology,

who dedicated to the goddoess K&li a ghrine, called the temple

of Khullaneswari, on the bank of the river Bhairab about a

mile to the east of the present town of Khulna.

The district resembles, in shape, an irregular parallelogram, Bounda.
It is bounded on the north by the district of Jessore, on the east ries.
by Backergungs and- Faridpur, on the eouth by the Bay of
Bengal, and on the west by the 24-Parganas,

Taken as a whole, Khulni is & low-lying fen nuuntry, ocoupy- Naturl
ing the central portion of the southern delta between the Hooghly Pufeus-
and the Meghni estuary, amd intersected by a large number of
rivers and esluaries, which again are connected by innumerabls
interlacing cross-chanmels, Ite physical featvres are ranch the
game a8 those of other deltaic districts, The country is flat, the
gurface being only slightly raised above flood-level; the banks
of the rivers are higher than the ndjacent land, so that the land
gloping away from them on either sile forms o series of depres-
gions between their coumses; and there sre numerous marshes.

The villages cluster along the banks of the rivers, but large

B
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2 KHULNA.

tracts are swampy, and the people who cultivate them are obliged
to reside elsewhere.

A-way from the villages the appearance of the country is that
of a vast plain covered with rice, reed and rush, and broken
here and there by clumps or lines of low trees fringing the banks
of the streams, The river banks are high and have o prosperous
appearance, but in the interior, where the lands are lower, the

villages are poor snd scanty. Rice grows in abundanee, but in .

gome places, whero the bils or marshes do not dry up at any time
in the year, there aro extensive areas without o vestige of
cultivation, The southern portion of the district exhibits the
delta in o less advanced state of growth, covered with swamps
and ending towards the const in a network of sluggish channels
and backwaters. The northern portion of this tract, however, is
being fast encroached upon by the pioneers of cultivation, and
the forest is being replaced by smiling rice fields.

Further to the south, lie the Sundarbans, a desolate tract only
12 to 30 inohes above high tide level, in which the slow prooess
of land-making has mot yet cemsed. This tract is intersected
throughout by large rivers and estuaries running from north to
south, These are connected with each other by an intricate
series of branches, and the latter in their turn by innumerable
smaller channels, so that the whole tract is o maze of waterways
enclosing a large number of islands of various shapes and sizes.
Approaching the sea, the genersl level of the surface rises very
gradually, until, reaching the outer islands, it is above ordinary
high tide level. This is caused by tbe silt, which, during the
sonth-west monsoon, and especially during the months of May
and October, is. deposited by the heavy swell, which, coming in
from the Bay of Bengal, flows for several miles inland, and
floods the most exposed islands,

Though the general appearance of the distriet is that of a
low alluvial plain, it may, for practicsl purposes, be divided
into four parts. In the north-western portion the land is well
raised, and is ordinarily above flood-level. Its population is fairly
dense, and the surface is diversified by groves of date palms and
plantations of mango and other trees on the ontskirts of the
villages :—indeed, nearly every village is surrounded by a fringe
of orchards, ) I

In the north-eastern portion, from the boundary line between

Jessore and Khulng down to the latitude of Bagherhat, the land -

is low and covered with swamps, the population is eparse, and
the only places suitable for dwellings are the high lands along
the banks of the rivers. The river Jamuna, with ifs continuation,

o T L R .



FHYSIOAL ASPROTS, 8

the Kalindi, and the Kholpetud and Kabadak, with their ributa-
rise, all traverse this part of country the and debouch into the
Bay of Bengal, with numerouns tdrtuons waterways as connecting
links between them. From December to the end of June, the
river water, as a rule, remains brackish, but after the rains have set
in, the salt water is usually driven boyond the limits of cultivation
by the volume of the fresh rain water and drainage coming dowsy.
The river banks are almost invariably higher than the land
they enclose, and are cut up by numerous little inlets, by which
the water panatrafm to the lands within.

The central portion is also low-lying, but has now been
brought under habitation and cultivation, groves of betel-nut and
tanks being sbundant, Towards the south, where this fraot
Legins to merge in the Sundorbans, are the dearances made by
the pioneers of cultiviation. Here there are few or no villages,
properly speaking ; that which is marked in the map as & village is
perhaps only an expanse of rich rice land, with a few oultivators'
houses scattered here and there. Everything is subordinated to
rice cultivation, so that hardly a tree is left, and people live, not
in villages, but far apart among hetir rice-fields, Sluggish creeks
(khals) and rivers wind about among the rice clearings, and
their conrse can be traced by the fringe of brushwood that
lines their banks.

Further south, nearer the ses, is the Sundarbans tract, & region
of morasses and swampy islands, most of which are dothed with
a dense evergreen forest, while some are covered with salt water at
flood tids.

When this part of Bengal was surveyed by Major “Ratmall tignsrl. .

- between 1764 o 1772, the banks of two of the oldest nmm,"’“'“
the Kabadak and the Bhairab, appear to have been the only
habitable tracts above the general level of the swamps west of
the Baleswar. That the latter have recently been raised by
natural aotion, admits of no doubt, for, during the time which
has since elapsed, the banks of numerous other streams and -
creeks intersecting the swamps and comnected with the principal
distributaries of the Ganges have been gradually reised, with
the assistance of humen industry, above the gemeral level of
the marshes, and are now bordered by villages and hamlets. A
uumpuriaon of Rennell's map with that wade nearly a century
later in the course of the revenue survey of 1868-64, will show
. that cultivation and villages now exist where a century ago all
was waste, This change is most noticeable over the whole of
the old marshy tract west of the Kabadak down to its ]unu!;um
mth the Kholpetua.

B2
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At the same time, ancient ruins discovered from time to time
in making now settloments scem to shew that portions of the
distriot which are now being reclaimed were formerly inhabited.
Various theories, such as the invoads of pirates, the devastation
oaused by cyolones, and the inrush of irresisiible storm-waves,
have been put forward to acconnt for the extinetion of the villages
and the shandonment of the lond, A more ressomable expla-
nation has been suggestod by Dr. Thomas Oldham, which so
dloarly illustrates the general physical aspeots of this deltaio tract
that it may be quoted at length.

“T suppose no one will hesitate to acknowledge that the whole
of the country, inoluding the Sundarban proper, lying between
the Hooghly on the west and the Meghui on the eust, is only
the delta cansed by the deposition of the debris carried down by
the rivers Ganges and Brahmaputrs, and their tributaries. It
is also equally well known that in such flats the streams are
oonstantly altering their courses, eating away on one bank and
depositing on the other, until the channel in which they formerly
flowed becomes choked up, and the water is compelled to seek
another course. It is aleo certain that in this peculinr delta the
general course of the main waters of the Ganges has greduslly
tracked from the west towards the east, until of late years the
larger body of the waters ol the Ganges have united with those
of the Brahmaputra and have together proceeded to the sea as
the Meghnd. Every stream, whother large or small, flowing
through such a flat, tends to raise its own bed or channel, by the
deposition of the silt and sand it holds suspended in its waters,
and by this gradual deposition the chomnel bed of the stream
is . raised above the actual level of the adjoining flats. It is
impossible to suppose a river continuing to flow along the top of
a raised bank, if not compelled to do eo by artificial means, and
the consequence of this filling in and raising of its bed is that,
at the first opportunity, the stream necessarily abandoms its
original course, and sseks & new channel in the lower ground
adjoining, until atter successive changes it has gradually wandered
over the whole flat and raised the entire surface to the same
general level. The same process is then repeated, new channels
are out out, and new deposits formed.

“ Bearing these admitted principles in mind, look to the
delta of the Gahges and Brahmaputra. The Ganges river
emerging from ita upper levels round the Rajmahal Hills, and
preventad by their solid rocky barrier from ocutting further to
the woest, sought its channel in the lower ground adjoining, and
originally the main body of its waters flowed along the general
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course now indicated by the Bhfgirathi and Hooghly. But
gradually filling np this channel, it was again compelled to seek a
new course in the lower, becanse ns yet comparatively unfilled-in,
ground lying to tho east. And, the same process being repested,
it wandered suvocessively from the rocky western limit of the
dolta-flat towards the emstern. If this progress eastwards was
allowed to be sufficiently slow to admit of the gradual flling in
of the country adjoining, the delta was formed continuously up
to the same gemeral level, and the larger streams or channels
passing through this flat to the sen became unavoidably diminished
in size, and in the quantity and force of the water they carried,
the main body passing around further to the east, snd having
its course in the channels sucoessively formed thers, I need
not here point out the successive stages in the formation of the
delta, or shew how these have been exactly paralleled by similar
changes in the course and deposits of the Brahmaputra and the
other rivers which unite with the Ganges, We are at present
concerned rather with the results arising from these changes as
affecting the existence and distribution of population.

“The very first necessity for the existencs of man is the
presonce of drinkable sweet water. Where this canmot be
procured, it is certain that man ean make no settlement, and it is
equally certain that the removal or destruction of the sources of
supply of this necessary element of existence will eompel him to
abandon his abode, and change his habitation. We have not to
‘go beyond the delta of the Ganges itself to see the application of .
these facts in explanation of the former history of the Sundar- .
ban. The more modern courses of the large rivers give us a
patent illustration of the snccessive conditions of all. To the
east where now the great body of the weters of these rivers is
discharged, we find the force of the fresh water sufficient to
overcoms the strength of the tide, and the influx of salt water
from the sea. And down to the very mouths of the rivers hers,
fresh water (often for hours in the day flowing over a basis of
galt water beneath) can readily be procured. The consequence is
that towns and villages line the hanks of every stream, and
population and oultivation follow the coume of this, the prime
element of their existence, To the east, as we have said, the
filling in of the delta hns mot yet reached the same - level as to
the west, and the fresh waters here retain sufficient power,
therefore, to be carried down to the ses. In earlier times,
precisely similar conditions must have existed further to the west ;
the larger portion of the river waters found their exit through
{he channels there, and were thus in sufficient force to be cagried

" :



6 .+ KHULNA. |
down to the very sea; and the natural consequence of this was
that man fxed his ahbode where he could procure fresh water,
towns and cities arcse, and taking advantage of the great
facilities for trade offered by their position, increased in import-
anoe and number, until the necessary changes in the course of the
streams which supphad them deprived them of the possibility of
existence, That this is the natural inberpretation of the faots,
appears to me abundantly evidenced by the circumstance that
within this abandoned tract and in ite vieinity, at the present day,
when the swarming population is seeking utility for seftlement
in every direction, not a single spot finds its settler, save where
fresh water is to be had]; and the traveller may go for days or
weeks through the countless anastomising oreeks and channels of
the tidal Bundarban, without finding a single abods, whereas the
moment he reaches any spot where fresh water is obtaivable, he
finds eultivation spreading and the population i mmmug voe

#] feel convinced, therefore, that there is no necessity to
resort. to any iummarl effects of cyclona-waves, of the inroads
of pirates, or the perseculion of other peoples, to account for the
oocurrence ot the present time of ruivs in the Sundarban.
Cyclone-waves and persecution snd robbery do not drive men
from their abodes near the sea-board now, though they may cause
vast destruction of property and produce great suffering. Nor
fwould these causes, as I believe, have sufficed in enrlier times to
produce the same resnlt, Doubtless they may have diminished
the pang with which the settler abandoned the homes in which
his family bad grown round him, but unless combined with the
far more general and more unavoidable compulsion of the want of
water, I belisve that, however they may have affected individuals,
they would have -been powerless to.induce ocommunities to

- abandon positions favourable for trade, and for the acquirement
of wealth,”*
This theory may be confirmed by a conorete instance, that of
the village of Gobrd on the Kabadak, According to tradition,
oultivation once extended along the eastern bank of the river far
below Gobrd, and in its meighbourhood Colomel Gastrell found
ruins of masonry buildings, traces of old courtyards and some
- garden plants or shrubs. Regarding these remains he writes :—
“ By whom the buildings were ereoted, or when inhabited, no
one seems to know. In those days, probably, the Ksbadak

communicated ot all seasons of the year directly with the
Ganges; its water would then have been fresh instead of
brackish, as it is at present; and there would have been every

" *® Proceedings, Asiatic Socisty of Bengul, 1870, pps 47-61.
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prospect, aleo, of its banks being still further raised and
congolidated. The temptations, therefore, held out to men to
extend cultivation in that direction must have been as great as
they ave ot present om the banks of the other fresh water rivers
of the delta. But long before Rennell’s day other streams had
interfered with and cut off the Xabadak from the Ganges,
and left it what it now is, a mere tidal creek with no headway
of frosh water. Fresh deposit on its banks must then have
ceased to o great extent; the rains would gradually have washed
away the upper stratum of soil, and lowered the general level ;
the place would soom have become sickly, and finally forsakem
by all but those whom dire necessity kept chained to the spot.
Of all the villages that may once have existed over this portion
of the distriot, the miserable village of Gobrd alone remains.
The area of this village has also decreased, and the cultivation
of rice does not extend to within two miles of where it once did.
The goil is gradually becoming more and more impregnated with
galt and unfit for crops; and were it not for embankments, and
the fresh water that drains into and passes down the Kabadak
in the rains helping to wash out the salt of the soil near the
banks, Grobr would soon be deserted also.””

Four great rivers, connected by numerous cross channels and Rovem
known by & confusing multiplicity of names in different portions *F*™. -
of their ocourses, gradually find their way through the distriot -
by a southerly route to the sga. On the extreme west is the
Jamunid flowing from north to south, and further to the east
the Kabadak runs almost parallel to it. The Bhairab and its
continuations traverse the centre of the district, while the eastern i
boundary is formed by the Madhumati, In the eouth thereisa . =
labyrinth of rivers, all tending, however, towards & number of
outlets, such as the Raimangal, Malancha, Marjiti and Harin-
ghita, each of which is Jarge enough to be called an arm of the
gen., The other rivers of the district are, with few exceptions,
branches of the rivers mentioned above.

Between the larger rivers and estuaries, are numerous streama
and watercourses, called #&ld/s, forming a perfeot network of
channels, snd ending ultimately in litfle creeks, which serve to
 drain off the water from the depressions between the larger |

yivers. Bach of these depressions being shaped like &
basin,,with high ground along the banks of the waterways
surrounding it, water accumulates in them snd is drained
off by a gmall khal into the larger kidls, and ultimafely into
the rivers. Cunversely, when the water swells in the rivers,
it floods the country through the same channels. Many .of



. JamnoE.

] : EHULKA:

the khals connect two large ones, and consequently tho tide flows
into them through both onds: such khdl are called dodniyd
khals. ' They are very useful as afording communication between
the larger kAdls, but have one serious defect in that they are
liable to silt up at the point where the two tides meet.

The main rivers entering the district from the north, from the
Jamunf on the west to the Madhumaii on tho east, are offshoots of
the Ganges, by which they were originally fed. Owing, hows
ever, to the raising of their beds in their upper reachos, the
carrent of the Ganges is deserting them, and is being defleoted
further and further to the enst. The Madhumati alone
continues to bring down any great quantity of the Guanges waber
to the sea, and the other main rivers serve chiefly as lines of
drainage to carry off the local surface water, They were ab one
time great waterways with a good depth of water even in dry
geasons, and during the rains carried down a large volume of
flood water. But, one by one, their heads have closed up, and
the lower reaches have consequently deteriorated. Even as late
as 20 or 30 years ago the principal rivers still conveyed fresh
water through the district until they entered the Sundarbans; but
now there is searcely a river that does not become brackish in the
dry season, and saline water foroes its way far inland,

The result is that only in part of the distriot is the land being

-glevated by the deposit of the river silt carried in suspension in

flood water, viz., to the east, where the Ganges water finds an
outlet by the Madhumati and other channels, Elsewhere, this
process of land raising is in suspension, as the wabercourses now
receive no flood water from the Ganges, and their channels
are far too large for their function as receptaclos of the local

rair The very small slope, which is characteristic of the
country, tends to cause them to become choked with aguatio
vegetation, and to take the form of long canals in which the flow
of water is extremely sluggish. It is only the connection with
the parent stream, however, which has been closed or silted up,
snd the channels are quite competent to receive local drainage
and convey it to tidal waters, The following is a brief acoount
of the principal rivers proceeding from west to east.

To the extreme west, the Jamuna or Jabuné, flowing southwards
from Jessore, first tonches on the distriet at Ohandurid, and then
flows south-west through the 24-Parganas. If re-enters Khulna at
Radhénagat on the confines of the Kaliganj thina, and then keep-
ing o southerly course forms the boundary between this district and
the 21-Parganss as far us Basantpur. Here it bifurcates, one
branch, called the Kalindi, forming the boundary of the distriet
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down to the sea, whils the parent stream pursues o south-easterly
direction through the interior, being joined by the Kanksiali Khd?
near Kaliganj. After throwing off, at Iswaripur, a small stream
called tho Ichbamati, it continues its southward course, winding
through the forests and swampy islands of the Sundarbans, till
it finally omptics itsclf into the Reaimangal, a short distance from
the place where that estuary debouches into the sea.

The Jamund has now silted up from below Kaliganjto a
short distance ebove Nakipur, and its hed hes been brought
under tillage. It is also silting up in its upper reaches, and
large shoals are being formed between Taki-Bripur and Debhata,

It is still navigable, however, all the year round by large boats
in the upper portion of its course, which forms part of the inmer
. boat route between Husainfbad and the Kanksiali KhdZ The
principal places along its banks are Sripur, Debhats, Kaliganj
and Iswaripur.

This river, which is also called the Jabuni, is known in
the upper portion of its course as the Ichhimati, a deltaio
distributary of the Ganges, and was probably of one time ome
of its main outlets when it was foreing ils way eastwards,

The branch which the Jamuna throws off at Iswaripur is also Jehbamag,
known as the Iehhamati, but after a fow miles it takes the name of
Kadamtali and flows through the SBundarbans till it empties itsel?
into the Malanchi river shortly before it falls into the sea,

The Sonai is ancther offshoot from the Ichhimati or Jamuna, Sooal.
which flows firet in a south-easterly and then in a south-westerly
oourso till it falls into the Balli BiZ, This river has almost entirely
gilted up at its head, O s :

Thﬁ Kﬁﬂkﬂiﬂl isn h'ihll'ﬂury of ﬂlﬂ Jﬂ-mun.ﬁ, w]liﬁh now fmmiﬁhliiﬂn
part of the main boat route between Caloutis and Eastern Bengal,
and is practically a canal, Tho neme of this river has heen
Anglicised as Coxeali.

The Kalindi, which as above stated branches off from the g ..
Jamuni at Basantpur, flows in a southerly direclion throughout
the Sundarbans and falls into the Raimangal, a considerasbls
distance above the point of junction bebween that river and the
Jamund, It is & wide slream with an average breadth of 400
foot, and is much used by country boats of heavy burthen coming
from Hastern Bengal, which cannot follow the route by Husain.
fibad to Oaloutta.

The Kholpetusl is a river branching off from a multiplicity .,
of other stresms, but reccives its waters principally from the petus,
Kabadak near Asfsuni, 1t first keeps a westerly direction for
s short distance, being called the Morucher in this portion of
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rivers on the banks of which the residences of the better olasses
are mostly built; and its name, which means the terrible, shews
the estimation in whioh it was once held.

Near Khulng the Bhairab is joined by the Ath&rabanka, 1.,
the channel of 18 bends, a cross-stream which conveys the surplus
waters of the Madhumati into tho Bhaivab, It forces down such
a volume into the Bhairab that the bed of the laiter stream mo
longer suffices for its exist southward ; and the Bhairab itself turns
backwards at Aldipur, till it finds an outlet for its surplus water
in the Riipsd river. The Athirabinka is 200 yards wide in the
raing, and is navigable all the year round by large cargo boats
gnd inland steamers. It is also called locally the Atharabonki.

The Riipsd river was originally o channel cut by ome Riip
Hiha, which served as o canal till the water of the Atharabinka
forced its way along it and made it one of the largest tidal khals of
Khulna, It flows from north-cast tojsouth-west from the Bhairab
at Ehulnd to the Kasibacha river, a distance of 8 miles, It is
350 yards wide during the rains, and is navigable throughout the

by inland steamers and large country boats.

The Bhoadrd enters the distriet ot Baratid and continues in a
gouth-eastexly direction to the Sundarbans, Delow Kesabpur it
widens- out, and in this portion of its course it forms s large
tidal stream.

The Madhumati is the largest river in Khulna andis, in fact,
one of the principal distributaries of tho Ganges in Bengal and
Eastern Bengal., It leaves the parent stream near Kushtia in
Nadia, where it is called the Garai, and thence flowing south,
assumes the name of Madhumati, meaning the honey-bearing river.
It enters the district near ite north-enst corner at Manikdaha, and
from this point it takes the name of Baleswar, meaning the lord
of strength, and forms the eastern boundary of the district still
flowing south, but with great - windings in its upper reaches.
It then crosses the Bundarbans, separating the Khulna from the
Backergunge portion of that tract, and enters the Bay of Bengal
after a course of 230 miles, under the name of Haringhsts, mean-
ing the watering place of deer. The river, which here forms a
fine estuary, 9 miles broad, is navigable to opposite Morrellganj by
sea-going ships, and throughout its entire course by native boats
of the largest tonnage. Its principal tributary in this distriot is
the Bhairab.

The principel cross-channels are the Sibsa (or Sipsa), Bosekhal;

Khal, Deluti and Chitra. . The Sibed river and Bosekhali ZThal flow
from enst to west connecting the Deluti with the Kabadak. They
pre 9 milee in length, have a breadth of 270 yards in the rains,
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and are navigable by large boats all the year round. The Deluti
river rans from north-east to south-west extending from the
Bhadrd to the Sibsi, Itis 6 milesin length, 160 yards wide
during the rains, and navigable all the year round by large boats.

There are two rivers called Ohitri, Chitrd I flows from
north-west to south-east extending from the Kharagdaha to the
Atharabankd rivor, a distance of 94 miles. It is 60 yards wide
in the rainy season, and is navigable for 3 months of the year
by small boats as far as Khajurd; below this point it is navigable
all the year round by small bonts, and by larger craft during
the rainy seasom, Chitrd I also runs from north-west to south-
east, leaving the Athirabinki at Nagarkendi and emptying
itself into the Madhumati at Chitalmri, It is 22 miles in length,
is 80 yards wide during the rains, and is navigabls all the year
round by medinm-gized passenger or cargo boats.

The rivers coming down from the north throw off numerous sundar-
branches, which, interlacing with each other, form a nebwork of bsos
jslands, especially towards the const, where they broaden out into ~
large estunries subject to tidal action. The interlacings are so
numerous and complicated, and the swamps in which the channels
lose themselves or merge with other stroams are so perplexing,
that it is impossible to give a detailed, and at the same time
intelligent, account of the river system. The whole country is,
in fact, & labyrinth of rivers and watercourses, connected by
innumerable distributaries, which, after endless bifurcations and
interlacings, unite into large estuaries fallmg into the Bay of
Bengal. - The principal of these arms of the sea, proceeding. from
west to east, are the Raimangal, Malancha, Bara Pinga, Marjata,
Bangrda and Haringhatd. The other large rivers of the

, Sundarbauns, which are conneoted with those above mentioned,
are the Passur (also called Pussur or Pusur), Bishkhali, Tha-
kurin, Kabadak, Hariabhingd, Kholpetud, Ichhamaii, Bibea,
PBhadrd and Bhold. The minor rivers are innumerable, and are
simply channels or cross-channels of the above rivers,

The sea cosst is fringed by a belt of low-lying swamp and Eeroas-
uninhabited jungle extending for many miles inland. From the ™"
land side the shore shelves out gradually, butin front of it numer-
ous unbuoyed reefs extend for 18 to 30 miles seawards. The
whole comst is full of breakers, and is comsequently difficult
of appronch except by a few tortuous chonnels. It is intersected
by numerous estuaries, but their mouths are often obstructed
by sand bars, which effectunlly prevent the passage of veseels of
any size. - The following is & brief account of the principal
estuaries progeeding: from west to east,
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Ral- The westernmost estuary in Khulna is the Raimangal, which
mangal.  from Kaliganj downwards marks the boundary between this
district and the 24-Parganas. It is formed by the junction,
about 6 miles from the sca, of three rivers, viz,, the Héridbhingd
to the west, tho Raimangal river in the]centre, and the Jamuna
to the enst. It is navigable by small oraft all the year round.
Four to six miles eastward of the Raimangal is the Malancha
estoary, snd a few miles faxther to the eastward is the Bara

Pangi, having its chonnel separated from the former by Patni

island. An extensive reef or flat stretohes out 3f or 4 leagues

from this island, on which the ship Fulmowth was lost in 1766,

Due ‘south from the Raimengal and Malancha rivers is the

« Swatch of no gronnd.” This consists of a great natural depres-

gion or hole in the Bay of Bengal, of which a description will be

found in Chapter XV. The name Malanohé has been Anglicized
as Mollinchew,

Marjiiti, The next estuary is the Marjata river, situated 2% or 3 leagues
to the eastward of Patoi island. It has a wide entrance, about 4
or 5 miles, inside which are two islands, called the Parbhanga
islands, On tha reefs bounding the channel leading to this river
the ship Berkshire was lost in 1771, About 10 miles east-
north-enst from its mouth is a much smaller estuary called
the Bangra. ;

Hatin- The Haringhata, the easternmost estuary in Khulna, is situas

gW8E. {09 about 16 miles north-enst of the Bangrd. It has o very
spacious entrance, about 8 miles wide, befween two great banks,
which project from the land on each side. Although there is a
bar at the mouth with only 17 feet of water at low tide, the
navigation is easier than that of any other river at the head of
the Bay of Bengal. The great banks or shoals, which have
formed at each side of the month and extend seaward for several
miles, protect the entrance, and act s breakwaters to the swell.
The stream is not disturbed by the “bore,” which visits the
Hooghly and the Meghna, and it is also free from mid-channel
dangers. [t serves as the outlet of Morrellganj, a town situated
on one of its branches, the Pangdsi, about 50 or 60 miles from its
month. This place was declared & port in 1868 for shipping and
lending goods during the north-east monsoon ; but failed fo attract
trade. Steamers of the Inland Steam Navigation Companies,
however, call there, and a fair trade in rice and betel-nuts is
carried om.

. Laxes One of the most characteristio features of Khulnd is the large

onches number of marshes called 4. Many are of small size, but

MARSHES. thers ave practicslly shallow inland lakes, Bome are mere

Milanchi,
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acoumulations of water upon low-lying ground, while others are
natural drainage basins, the level of which does not admit of
drainage. Their formation is due to the configuration of the
-distriet, which is divided by the interlacing of the rivers into
what are practically islands. Hach of these i3 lounded by
rivers, and the highest level is along their banks, so that the fall
from oll directions is towards the nentre, which again is drained by
a areek or khdl, communicating with one of the sarrounding rivers.
In some places, the basin thus formed is on a fairly high level, 4
‘end the central depression, being suffciently high to be above
water, at least during some months of the year, is used for
growing crops, Other such depressions are water-logged, but can
still be used for growing rice; while others again are inland
lakes always under water and cannot be utilized for cultivation.
The latter are known as bils or ghils, ond are excepiionally
numerous in Khuln#, the principal bils being 24 in number and
-having an aren of 202 equare miles. The largest of these is the
Baird Bil, situated on the epst of the Jamuud river in Buran
pargana, which exteuds over 40 squars miles; bu tthe greater
part of the bi7 isnow under cultivation, Other large bils are the
Dakatia, Pabla, Shihpur, Korimird, Dhunkhain, Kutahe, and
Danobhingh. DBesides these marshes, large - scoumulations of
water, called laors, eve found in the deserted beds of rivers,
among which the Khura and SrivEmpur laors are noticenble,

The scil of the distriet is composed of recent alluvium and Groroer,
the most remarkable factconnected with its geclogical formation .
is there are reasons for believing that there has been some
subsidence of the country. This theory is confirmed by the
discoveries made 50 years ago by Colonel Gastrell, who wrote:—
“ What maximum height the Sundarbans may have ever formeyly
attained above the menn tide level is utterly unknown ; that they
ever were much higher than at present is, I think, more than
doubtful. But that a general subsidence has operated over the
whole extent of the Bundarbans, if not of the entire delta, is, I
think, quite olear from the result of examination of cuttings or
sections made in various parts where tanks were being excavated.
At Khulna, about twelve miles north of the nearest Sundarban
lot, st a depth of eighteen feet below the present sarface of the
ground, and parallel foit, the remains of an old forest were found,
consisting entirely of sundri trees of various sizes, with their
roots and lower portion of the trunks. exactly as they must have
existed in former days, when all was fresh and green above them ;
whilst alongside them loy the upper portions of the trunks, broken
off and embedded in a thick stratum of old half-decomposed
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vegetable mould nineteen inches in depth, from which, when
firsb exposed, leaves, grasses and ferns could readily be separated
and detached. Below this were other thinuer strata of clays and
vegetable mould corresponding to the Ualountta peat, whilst above
was & stratum of argillaceons sand passing into stiff blue olay
containing numerous ghells. One of the trees was found project-
ing far into the upper stratum of blue clay. Many of the frees
wore quite decomposed, whilst in others the woody fibre was
nearly perfeot.”

That this subsidence of the surface of the ground is not con-
fined to the Bundarbans, seemsto be confirmed by the fact that
stumps of trees have also been found at Sealdah in Caloutts, at
various levels down to a depth of 30 feet, or 10 feet below the
peat. These trees also were pronounced-by the Superintendent
of the Botanical Gtardens to be sundri, a free which never
grows to within six or eight feet of the lowest tide levels, It
grows only on mud, or where the surface is not too frequently
flooded to allow of the growth of grass; but, at the same time,
it requires that its roots be exposed to the air for at least
geveral hours of each tide. If the present level of their roots
conld suddenly become the level of the country, the whole of
the Sundarbans at least gould be under water ; and it appenrs
therefore that the deltaio tract stretohing from Khulud to
(aloutta must at some time have undergone a subeidence. The
following evidence in support of this view may be quoted from
the Manual of the Qeology of India by R. D. Oldham (1898).

“The peat bed is foundin all excavations round Caloutta,
at o depth varying from about 20 toabout 30 feet, and the same
stratum appears to extend over a large area in the neighbouring
country. A peaty layer has been noticed at Port Canning, 86
miles to the south-east, and at Khulni, 80 miles east by north;
always at such & depth below the present surface, as to he some
feet beneath the present mean tide level, In many of the cases
noticed, roots of the sundri tree were found in the peaty stratum.
This tree grows a little above ordinary high.water mark in
ground liable to flooding, so that in every instance of the roots
oocurring below the mean tide level, there is conclusive evidence
of depression. This evidence is confirmed by the cccurrence of
pebbles; for if is extremely improbable that coarse gravel should
have been deposited in water 80 fathoms deep, and large frag-
ments could not have been brought to their present position unless
the streams, which now traverse the country, had a greater fall
formerly, or unless, which is perhaps more probable, rocky hills
existed which have now been ocovered up by alluvial dapmits,
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The coarse gravels and sands, which form so considerable a
proportion of the beds traversed, can scarcely be deltaie accumu-
intions, and it is therefore probable that when they were formed,
the present site of Caloutta was nesr the margin of the alluvisl
plain, and it is quite possible that a portion of the Bay of Beng
was dry land,” = g

As rogards the canss of this subsidence various theories have
been propounded. One writer, in an article published in the
Calcuiln Review, asoribes it to the weight of the superinoumbent
earth and forest, *“If," he says, “ we consider the unsubstantial
nature of the foundation of the Sundarbans, which, at a distance
of only 120 feet from the surfuce, consists of a bed of semi-fluid
mud 40 feetin thickness, and then remember the terrific convul-
gions that have at different periods shaken the delta to its deepest
foundations, we must not bo surprised to find that the liguid
mass, unable to support the superincumbent weight, has repeatedly
bulged out seaward, reducing the level of the delts, submerging
whole forests, together with their fauna and flora.,”* Colonel
Ghstrell again considered that, though the general depression may
have heen cansed partially in this way, it was more probable that
it wos caused suddenly during some great earthquakes. ¢ The
faot of all tho tress being, as & rule, broken off short, and none
being found standing of Khulnd or Sealdah, might in that cise
be accounted for by the emormous wave that in such a subsidencg
would have rolledin from the Bay over the Sundarbans, destroying
all in its path. Or supposing the subsidence not to have been
general over the whole tract at first, and only sufficient to have
‘submerged the roots below low-tide level, and go killed them, all
would have dried up ss they stood, and sucoumbed to some one
of the cyclones that must have subsequently swept over the tract.
The latter nssomption seems likely, becanse, whilst at Khulng
and Sealdah the trees were all broken short off close to the
ground, at Matli, which is situsted between these places, they
are said to have been found intact and pnbroken, which could nok
have been the case had a great wave, cansed by the sudden
subsidence of the country, swept in from the Bay over the sinking
forests ; in that case, Khulna, Matli, and Sealdah, supposing the
submergence general, would have been exposed and suffered
alike, and the trees would have been equally decomposed in all
places, The fact of their not being so, seems to clenrly show
that the subsidence at Khuln® was prior to that at Matla, as in
the first place the trees were mostly decomposed, while in the

* Tha Gangelio Delta, Calonbla Roview, 1859,
o
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sooond they were not so.® All is pure mn]autura however, and
the causes may have been very different.’

TIn the north-west of the distriot there are extonsive groves
of date.palms especially on the ontskirts of villages, The north-
enst and centre of the distriot aro gonerally inundated dnring
the rainy season, only the river banks and the artificial mounds
on which habitations ove situated rising ebove the fresh water
gen that vesults. These elevated embankments are, where not
ocoupied by gardens, covered with a sorubby jungle of semi-
gpontaneous epocies, from which rise bamboos, betel and
coconnut palms with o fow taller trees. The surface of the
marshes shows either huge #trefches of inundatéd rice or is
covered with matted floating islets of sedges und grasses and
various waber lilies.

In the Sundarbans tract o different closs of vogetation is
found, The portion nearest to the sea, en intricate system of
goa-oreeks and half-formed islands, densely clothed with a tfidal

. forest of a purely Malayan type, separates itself spontaneously

from the alluvial rice plain to the north, where the river banks
ot least are higher, where. tonks can be dug that will retain
fresh water, and wheve only the larger streams are muoh affected
by_the tides. This dense forest forms the compaot and natural
Sundarban province, filled with species to be met nowhere else
#n Bengal save along the southern coast of Chittagong, and, to a
minor degree, in the delta of the Mahinadi.* In the evergreen
forest covering-the islands various mangroves hold first place, with
an undergrowth of climbers and herbaceous plant, Two grega-
rious palms are conspiouons, the Nipa fruficans in the swamps and
on the river banks, and the Phanir paludesa in drier localities,
The former is a low stemless palm, which throws up pale yellow-
green tufts of feathery leaves, often 30 feet long, and bears a
large head of nuts. The latter is & dwarf slender-stemmed palm,
which covets the whole landscape with a enrpet of feathery fronds
of the liveliest green, presenting so dense a mass of foliage, that
when seen from above, the stems are wholly hidden. A remark-
able feature of the estuarine, vegetation. is the habit of several
of the endemic species, ¢.g., Hevitiera, Amcora, Sonneraliz and
Pheniz paludoss,- to send up from their sublerranean roots a
maultitude of aerial root-suckers, in some cases several feet long,
which act as respiratory organs.t

- The following acoount of the flova of the Eundarhaua ]m.i
been contritmied by Lieutenant-Colonel D. I’mm, 1.M,8.

* 0. Prain, Bengal Planis, Calcutts, 1908,
-t Imperial Gazelfeer of Indin, Vol, I, pp. 182-184,
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- . .

The flat swampy islands surrounded by interlacing ocreeks

. . and channels in the lower delta are covered with demse forest.
The most plentiful and important species is sundri (Heritiora
minor), which is of larger eize and forms a purer forest where the
water in the channels is least brackish, Associated with supdrd
nre species of Awmoora, Ercacaria, Caropa, Avicennia, Cynometra,
Intsia and Dolichandrons, On the banks of oreeks and rivers are
two epecies of Sonneratia, a Caraps, a Barringtonia, Hibiscus tilia-
eous, Drownlowia, Pongamia, two Dalbergias, a Crwsalpinia, Avicen-
nia, Acanthus ilicifolius, Cerbera, Agiceras, Bginlitis, Pheniz
paludosa, Nipg and several other shyubs and climbers.  These are
especially plentiful in the northem parts, where some of them
extend into the swamp forests, and, with Twmariz, Pasidanus,
Calamus, Flogellaria and some others, form a rather dense under-
growth; elsewhera the undergrowth is very scanty, With these
plants on northern river banks some mangroves, especially Kandelin
and Bruguiera, are sssociated, As the influemece of the tides
increases, the mangroves become more numerous, Ceriops and
Rhizoplora now appearing with the others, till at length the
riparian vegetation is altogether mangrove. By this {ime too,
suendri and its associntes largely disappear from the swamp forests,
which are now mainly composed of geod (Eecacaria Agalloohg).
Nearer thio sea, gerd in turn disappear, and the forest is almost’
exclusiwely composed of mangroves. This pure mangrove forests
gometimes extends into the tides, but at other times is eeparated
from the waves along the-sea face by a line of low'sand hills on
which reappear some of the swamp forest epecies, accompanied
however by a_few plants characteristio of other Asiatio shores,

like Erythrina indioa, Thespeiia populnea, Fious Rumphii, and
others, for which the conditions present in the swampy islands
appear to be unsnited.

The wild animals of Khulna include tiger, leopard, thinoceros, varxa.
wild buffalo, wild pig, wild cat, deer, porcupines, otters and
monkeys. These animals are found for the most part in the
Sundarbans to the south and are comparatively scarce in the
gettled tracts to the north, The rhinoceros was formerly
common, and Alexander Hamilton, writing of the Sundarbans
in 1727, described them as contnining many of these animals.
“ The toogue of the rhinoceros,” he adds, *is eomewhat of
rarity, for if ho can but get any of bis antagonists down ke
will lick them go clean that he leavesa no skin or flesh to cover
their bones” Even as late as 1850 we find it stated that the

* counlry at the mouths of the Malanchs and Reimangal rivers was
- infested by rhinoceros and deer, the whole ground. being cut

a2
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np by their feet. Both :h.innﬂam and buffaloes have now been
almost exterminated by native shikaris. Tigers, however, are
exoeptionally numerous, and as many of them are man-eaters,
they are literally a scourge in the forest aren. This is no new
feature, for 30 years ago Bir James Westland mentioned one such
briate who was an objeol of dread over a large tract of land.
“ Hardly a week pnssed but there were one or two reports of
people camied off by him, and he wsed to be perfectly well
known. He had appn.mnl.ly o charmed life. One day he came
on board an Englishmun’s boat and coolly walleed off with one
or two of his oarsmen. The Englishman levelled o blunderbuss at
him, but the instrument bumst, and while it mueh injured the
shooter, the tiger got off snot-fran On another ocension the same
tiger passed within a few yards of a gentleman who was
accustomed to and preparved for such interviews. He of course
fired, but again the bheast escaped scatheless. This pest was
:finally killed by My, Morrell of Morrellganj, who laid wait for
him, ghutting himself up in an iron cage. The figer was only
-geverely wounded by the shot, and he charged and knocked over
the cage; but the cessation of his ravages showed that the wound
_had a mortal effect.”
_*, These brfes, who will swim broad streams in search of prey,
are justly dreaded hy those whose business takes them into
the. forests,. No woodoutter will go there to cut woql unless
accompanied by a fakir, who is supposed to have power over
tigers and other wild animals. Before commencing work, the
fakir assembles all tho woodoutters of his party, clears a space
at the edge of the forest, and erects a number of tent-like huts,
in which he places images of various deities, to which offerings
are made, When this has been done, the allotment is econsidersd
free ‘of tigers ; and each woodcutter, before commencing work,
mekes an offering to the jungle deities, by which act he is
supposed to have gained o right to their protection. In the event
of any of the party being carried off by a tiger, the fak#r decamps,
and the woodcutters place flags at the most prominent corners of
the allotment to warn off others, ;
The ditfculty of cleaxing the forest of these brutes is naturally
very great owing to the dense jungle, and it has sometimes
bappened that while the sportsman imagined that he was follow-
ing up o tiger, the tiger was stalking him. No less than 101
-men were killed by tigers in the Sundarbans forests in 1905-06,
and 83 in 1906-07. In order, if possible, to reduce their numbers,
Government pays a reward of Rs. 50 for each tiger shot east of -
‘the Passur river and Rs, 100 for each of those to the west of it,
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Regarding the causes of the prevalence of man-eating figers,
* . Bir Henry Farrington, Deputy Conservator of Forests, formerly
in charge of the Sundavbans Division," writes :—* This is pro-

bably the result of their being fired at by native shdkaris,

who, as a tule, only use small glugs which wound and irritate

the tiger without killing it. The diminution in the mumber of

deer caused by wholesale slaughter by native shikdris also tends

to make tigers man-eaters, for it is obvious that, in forests with

a normal stock of chilal, tigers would have no difficulty what-

over in gefting a living and would considerately avoid mankind.

Even a confirmed man-eater woyld be less harmful if deer

wero in abundance. It is also & curious fact that man-eaters

are far worse in thoss localities most frequented by mative
shikdris.” With reference to these remarks, however, it may be

obsorved that the man-eating propensities of tigers in - the
Sundarbans have been mnotorious for over bwo cenburies.

Bernier, desoribing this tract in the latter half of the 17th

contury, writes:—“It is in many places dangerous to land,

and great cave must be had that the boat, which during the

night is fastened to a tree, be kept ot some distance from the

shore, for it constantly happens that some persons or another

falls a prey to ligors. These ferccious animals are very apf,

it is said, to enter into the boat itself, while the people.are

asleep, and to carry away some viotim, who, if we are to believe

the boatmen of the country, generally happens to be the stoutest

and fattest of the party.” It may be added that in the.
Sundarbans & tiger is called a sid/, which in other parts of Bengal

*  means o jackal, . ' : ‘
Leopards are also numerous in the Bundarbans and in newly

roolaimed land, where they take up their quarbers in thickets

near human habitations and carry off cattle and other animala,

. " Lately one appeored in the outskirts of the town of Khuln, but
' _was scared away after it had managed to kill a three-legged cow.
3 Wild pigs are numerous and destruotive to the crops, and deer-

also do great damage in November and December when the rice

| has not remched maturity ; they include dpotted deer, h“".'l‘i"ﬂ'

" deer and hog deer, but the most common is spotted deer. i

| The game birds of the distvict include wild goose, wild duck, Birds.

| cranee, jungle-fowl, enipe, partridge, end numerous water-fowl,
whioh are common both in the Sundarbens and in the large bils
gituated in the interior, Among other birds may be mentioned
adjutants of two kinds, one the commom Ardea _gigantea, the
other the marabout adjutant, from which is obtained the beautiful
fouthers bearing that name, fishing ond other esgles, vultures,”
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kites, hawks, owls, wininds, doves, parroquets, Aycatchers, orioles,
woodpeckers, mnﬂppara egmts, waders, small and large spoon-
h:j]n, palma.na, storks, pﬂ.dﬂ_? birds, herons, eto.

The rivers and estuaries are infested with orocodiles, which
are exceptionally numerous in the Madhumati and Bhairab,
while in the Bundarbans they are so abundant that it is not
safe to bothe exeept at places specially protected by palisades
of bamboos or wooden stakes, Lven this precaution sometimes
fails. Instances have frequently been known of crocodiles
entering within the palisades from the land side during the

‘night. In the morning the first notice of the hidden danger is

the struggles and shricks of some unfortunate woman seized
and dragged under water. A striking instanco of their audacity
is on record. Many years ago ot Khulnd a gang of eonviots .
were being inspected by the Magistrate prior to their being
gent off to another and more distant jail. The men, number-
ing with their guards about 50, were drawn up in line om
the raised embankment of the river, and the examination was
proceeding, when a crocodile rushed up the bauk, seized a prisoner
by the legs, dragged Lim from the ranks, and in a moment, before
any assistance could possibly be rendered, had plunged into. the
river and disappeared. Sharks, also, are by no means uncommon
in the larger streams and estunries.

Fish also sbound in mearly all the rivers and estuaries,
The most valuable fish caught in the estnaries and estnarine
rivers are different kinds of mugils and Polynemus and the
well-known bhetki (Lafes enlearifer). The delicious fapsi (Poly-
nemus paradiseus) is also found in some of the tidal rivers, such
as the Passur, and the hilsd (Olupea fisha) in the Madhumati,
The Bundarbans, in faoct, form the most valuanble of the estuarine
fisheries in Bengal, for the numerous waterways are full of
fish and crustaces, and in Khulni this source of fish supply
has barely been tapped. Fish are also numerous in the inland
rivers, but the deterioriation of their channels caused by the
receding of the Ganges water has seriously affected the supply.
They have now become tidal, and the water is consequently
brackish, so that carp have already deserted them. The dils

-, ard gleo valuable fisheries, In the rains they afford epawn-

ing ground for numerous varieties of fish, and shelter to all
during the dry sesson. Moreover, being uaun.ll:r full of hardy
aquatic weeds and floating plants of various kinds, they are
not-open to free metting and are immune from modes of capture
which- might “exhaust the supply. The water being praoti-
eally  stagnant is not fayourable to carp life, and the larger
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varieties usually desext them in favour of rivers. But they
are the proper home of koi or climbing perch (dnabas scandaons),
magur (Clarius magur), singi (Saccobranches fossilis) and a host
of other fish, which, though dark and unsightly, and often of.
= small gize, axe highly prized by the people as affording nourishing
food, especially for the convaloscent., With the gradual silting
up of the rivers and the incressing pressure of population,
however, the bils are being redaimed and “brought under culti-
valion causing o corresponding reduction of the fishery ares,
Numerous fish are slso found in the touks which abound in the
distriet for it is mot poesible to build a house except on the bank
of a river, without first raising the land with earth and thereby
axmvﬁﬁng a tank, )
» The kei above mentioned is one of the most eurions fish found.
in the distriot. It is an ugly, voracious little fish about 5 inches
in length, of a mottled brown and yellow colour. Numbers of
them may be geen hanging on to the mangrove stems by spines
arranged along the margin of the gills, three or four feet above
the level of the receding tide, from which elevation they drop
into the water by scores when disturbed by a boator a steamer
passing; or they moy be seen floundering about upon the black _
! mud, where they lic in hundreds sunning their ngly little bodies. <oy
: The seasons in Khulnd are substantially the same as in Crnure” . -

"'!

other parts of Lower Bengal. The winter sets in-the beginning
of December and lasts till the middle of February. These are
! cool months with & prevailing north-west wind and a heavy dew R |
j . ab night, but are trying to persons predisposed to rhenmatism. o
'y From the middle of February to the end of March, a period
locally regarded as the spring, the -wind veers round from the
north-west to the south, and is offen variable. It is tolerably
hot during the day time, and is fairly cool atnight, when there.
iz often heavy dew. The weather becomes very hot in April
« and continuest o be so till the middle of June, when the tempera-
« o ture is lowersd by the setting in of the monsoon. Buf even
during the rains the heat is often great, and if there isno rain
for a week or go, it becomes extremely sultry. The rains abate
in September, when the heat again beeomes trying and the
atmosphere steamy, Ootober and November may be termed the
antumn in this district; and the cold weather may be said to
fi begin in November. By Jauuary it is often quite cold.
The sounds known as the “Barisal guns,” becavse thoy Bariwl
Tt resemble the report of cannon or loud explosions, are heard in this 8"
distriot during the south-west monsoon and riny season. They
appear to come from the south or south-east, ic., from the sea-
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board, and are nsually heard distinotly after a heavy fall of rain
or on the cessation of a squall, generally while the tide is rising.
Mr. H, J. Rainey, s zamindir of Khulni, has pointed oubt ome
corious circumstance, viz., that the direction of the sounds
appeaxs to travel invariably along the course of tho streams that
discharge themselves into fhe Bay. “This ciroumstance,” he
says, “ I have mrafully observed for a sories of years, and hence I
indicated the nolses as coming from the' sea-board, Khulnd is
gituated on the confluence of the rivers Bhairab and Riipsi (the
latter a loeal name for the continuation of the Dassur), which
ran respectively northeand eoet of it ; and when I was residing
there, I noticed that the sounds appeared to come from the south-
enst, while now that I am living across the Iliipsd, on the west
side of it, the noises are heard from the south-west.”*

The rainy season 'nﬂgms about the middle of June a.n-:l
continues till October. But in the latter part of Maroh, during
April and sometimes in May, the north-west wind brings in
showers between 8 or 4 o'clock in the afternocon accompanied
by lightning. The annual average rainfall for the whole distriot
is 65'¥7 inches, of which 6'45 inches fall in May, 1276 inches
in June, 1310 inches in July, 12'32 inches in August, 965 inches
in Septomber and 5-21 inches in QOctober. The following table
shews for the cold, hot and reiny soasons the rainfall recorded
st the different rain registering stations, the figures shown being
the average in each onse :—

Years | Novomber to !Hnrqh to | Juno ks

Statlon. rocorded.] Februnry. J Muy. Oetober. Total,
Kevma .. .| m—s0] 268 | 197| soes| eem
BagHNEWAT .., we | 20—80 %8 1161 EEBt 7109
Namiron 4t ok 11—12 . 206 860 B202 B8 6T
Rawran we o _wn | 0=—11 204 10856 G627 G826
BATERIRA ., . .. | 80-—81 2227 L1105 4877 6804
. DMSTRIOT AVERAGE .., i 2-48 1066 : 5204 8507

® Proceadinge of the Asintic Bociety, Bengal, 1870, pp. 248, 244, 291,
L
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OHAPTER II.

HISTORY.

Ix prehistorio times, IThulna is believed {o hove formed part of pasus.
the deltaic tract known as Banga. In the Aifareys drangaks ToRI0

the inhabitants of this fract are represented as caters of indiseri-™ "
. minate food and progenitors of many children, while the
Raghuvansa describes them as living in boats'and growing trams-
planted rige for their etaple erop—a description which has
been eaid to mark them as the ancestors of the Chandals, who
form a predominant race in Kholng. Thess references would
lead oné to suppose that the people of the lower delta were in o
very low state of civilization, but later sccounts show thgqt this
tract had become o populous and civilized country It appears
to have formed part of the kingdom of Samatats, a name meaning
the low-lying country mear the sea. As emly as the fourth
century A.D. the bonquests of Bamudra Gupta extended as far as
" Bamatata, and in the seventh centory A.D. we find the Chiness
traveller Hinen Tslang deseribing it as a low-lying ocountry
bordering on the great ses, rich in orops, flowers and fruits.
“The colimate” he said, *is soft and the habits of the people
agreeable. The men are small of stature and of hlack
complexion, but hardy by nature and diligent in the acquisition
of learninig. Thers are some 30 Buddhist monasteries with
some 2,000 priests and 100 Hindn temples, while the naked
ascetios called Nigranthas aré also numerous.” TFrom this
account it would appear that the dootrines of Buddha had spread
® % {0 the south of the Gangetic delta. The royal family seems
also to have embraced Buddhism, for one of them, Silabhadrs,
whom Hiven Tsiang met in Magadha, was a* venerable old
Buddhist scholar, while another native of Bamatata, Indrabhadrs,
who was perhaps a spiritual descendant of Silabhedra, set
up & fine life-size image of Buddha at Bodh Gaya.' Later, in

the 11th century A.D., this tract formed part of Bagri, a
name given to the southern deltaic portion of the kingdom of

Ballal Ben.  ~

L
e

* Boport Arch. Surv, Ind, for 1908.04 (p. 52).
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These references, fragmentary as they are, canunot be said to
have special application {o the {ract included in the present
distriot of Khulnd. Indeed, it has been held that in the early
ages this part of tho delta had not yet been formed. Thus, Babu
Nabin Chandra Das writes in A Nots on the Ancient Geography of
Asia:—*“1t is probable that the Ganges originally met the
gea in the tract which now forms tho distriot of Murshidabad op
Nobadwip (Nodid, new isles). Lower Bengal, or the delta of {he
Ganges and the Brahmaputra, was then a part of the soa, which
generally receded sonthwards in the course of time, a theory
which receives corroboration from other quarters also,” This
corroborative evidence is set forth by tho author as follows:—
“We find in the Mahabhdrate, Vana Parva (Ch, 113), that
Yudhisthira ocame fo the Kausiki Zirthe (junction of the
Kausi or Kusi and the Ganges, opposite Colgong), and found the
eea beyond, with 6500 rivers flowing into it. K&li Difisa in his
Raghuvansa (Canto iv) speaks of the army of Raghu as having
flowed, like the Ganges, led by Bhagirath, {o the eastern ocean
and conquered the Suhmais, on the sea-ghore dark with palm trees,
and the Vangas, who fought with boats and erected monuments
on the isles at the mouth of the Granges. The eastern occean
meant is the Bay of Bengal, which then probably rolled her
waves up to, the sub-Himalayon tract east of Ange (Bhagalpur)
and west of Kamriipa (Assam), The presext Bay can hardly be
said tp bo east of Ajodhysd, whence the army had mdrched down
enstwards, according to the goography of the times as known to

EKali Diga.”
The earliest traditions of the district are connected nnt with

any ancient Buddbist or Hindu kingdom but with a Mubam-
madan called Khin Jahin Ali or more generally Xhinja Al

Loocal legend relates that he came here over four centuries ago to
reclaim and cultivate the Sundarbans, which were then waste and
covered with forest. X is said to have obtained a grant of this
part of the country from the King of Bengal or the Emperor of
Delhi, and one account, by & common anachronism, says that he
wos a courtier of Akbar., The story runs that a sonnydsi had
promised to give the Emperor n valuable present, but when he
came, the Emperor was asleep and Khanja Ali was fanning him.

Khanja Ali being fearful of disturbing the Emperor, the holy
man " refused to wait, but before he left, blessed Khanja Ali
snd made over the gift to him. Pleased with the conduct of his
eourtier, the Emperor-bade him retain- the present and further
ordered that he should te given a grant of money and sny land
on which hé chesé to mettle.” Khanja All then left the ovurt-mmd
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come with a large number of followers to the Sundarbans, where
he reclaimed a vast traot of jungle, He is represented as marching
through the distriet with 60,000 men making his road as
he went along, nnd as seitling finally at Bagherhat, Tradition
assigns to him remains found in various parts of the distriot,
ospecially those near Baghorhdt; and he is oredited with
building 860 mosques with stone brought from Chitlagong, and
also with digging 360 tanks called after his leading followers—
Bokhtiyir Xhan, Ikhtipir Khfin, Alam 1{hin, Beadat Khén,
Ahmad Khin, Darii Khfn, ete. In his old age he renounced
worldly affairs and lived the life of an ascetio in Bagherhat,
where his tomb may still be seen with an inseription’ saying that
he left this world for a better one in the year 863 A.H., de
1459 A.D. He is now regarded as having,beon o great warrior
and a holy saint in his lifelime, and his tomb is a place of
pilgrimage. .

Apart from legend, we know litile of this early Muhain-
madan roler. Even the name popularly given to him (Khin
Jahan Alf, corrupted by the rustic tongue into Khinja Ali) is
nob warranted, for ip the insoription on his tomb he is simply
referred to by his title Khan Juhan, Tt appenrs certain, however,
that he was the Gtovernor of this part of the country in the
time of Nasir-ud-din Mahmiud Shah (1442-59); and it is possible,
as pointed out by Professor Blochmann, that he may be
identical with a certain Ehwija Jahin mentioned in an mserip-
tion at Dacon, which says that the entrance to a mosque Was
erected by “a Khin whose title is Khwija Jahan, in the reign
of Mahmiid Bhah’; the date of the inscription norma_'punds to
L3th June 1459.* Bej‘und this, history remains silent, but we
may acoept as true the popular tradition that, besides his own
mansoleum, he erected the mosque at Bagherhat which now
goes by the name of the Satgumbaz, and that he was one of the
earliest reclaimers of the Sundarbans. The legends about him,
as handed down from father to som, are however not without
historical value. In these legends, writes Dr. Bloch, * Khin
Johiin appears ag & holy man and a staunch warrior, who was
sent out by the Emperor of Delhi to conquer the distant country,
and who worked great miracles and achieved wonderful deeds.
Bimilar stories of a military ednqueror being turned into a- Pir,
or of o saint, like the famous Shih Jaldl of Sylhet, waging war
against the infidels, however fabulous in detail, still retain a
distant echo of the important political role that was played in

" e H, Blochmann, Notes onm  Avabic and Persian twseriplions, 1.A.8.B,
Part 1, 1872 (pp. 107-108). 2 s A
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the earlier centuries of Muhammadan rule in India by saints and
lenders of the great spiritual orders.” *

Thoe {ract of country round Bigherhit, over which Khin
Jahiin rulgd, was known as Khalifatibad, i.c., tho clearance of
the Viceroy (/halifa), and bore this neme up till the end of
the 18th century., Ioere, among the erecks and jungles, the
Bengal king Nasrat Shih (1619.32) ereeted a mint, apparently
in opposition to his father Ala-ud-din Hueain Shab, for
coins struck ot Khalifatabad in 1615 during the life-time of
the latter ave still in existence. “It is, however, curious,”
Professor Blochmann writes, “that a little higher up on
the Bhairab, ecast of Khulng, whore the Athfrabinkd (the
esighteon windings) joina the Bhnirab, there is an Alfipur,
i.e., Ali-ud-din’s towp. Were it not for the distinet statement
of the Riydsu-s-Salatin that Ali-ud-din, after amiving as an
adventurer in Denganl, seftled at Chahdpur (a very common
name) in Radhd distriet, f.e., west of the Hughli, I would be
inclined to identify the Chandpur near this Alaipur as the place
where the Husain dynasty of DBengal kings had its home,
espeaially because Husain first obtained power in the adjacent
district of Faridpur (Fathaibid), where his earliest coins are
struck.”t Another cireumstance which appears to support the
theory of Professor Blochmann about the Jocale of Hueain Shith’s
adopted home is that the names of Husain Bhih, his brother
Yusuf 8hah and his sons Nasvat Bhah and Mahmiid Shah are
found in connection with several parganas of Khulna, Jessoro and
Faridpur, such os Nasratehihi, Mahmiidshahi, Yusufshabi and
Muhammadabad.;

Subsequently {he name Khalifatibad was given fo a sarkdr or
distriof of-the Mughal empire comprising nearly the whole of the
north of the present district, Man Singh is said to have given
Jjagirs in this sarkdar to the Afghana of Orissa after he had crnshed
their rebellion in 15690§; and we find it desoribed in the Ain-i-
Akbari as abounding in elephants and long pepper. Among the
mahals included in it the Ain-i-Akbari mentions makal Tala, with
its chief town at Téld on the Kabadak and Kapilmuni near it, and
then mahals Sahos, Khélispur, Charulia, Ringdia and Salimabad (or
Bulaimanibad) north of the modern Morrellganj. North-west of

* Archmological Survey of Indin, Annual Report, 100804 i
%' H. Blochmann, Geography and History of Bengal, J.A,8.8,, vol. 42, Part [,
1878 (pp. 227-28),
¥ Abdus Balum, Trandation of the Ripdew-s-Salatin (Calcutis, 1904),
foctnate to pp, 198.89, * - o
§ C. Btewnrt, Hisdory of Bamgal, 1847, -
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the latter was Haveli Khalifatabad corresponding with the modern
Bighéerhat, The north-eastern corner of the distriot was included
in sarkar SBatgnon, and here the names of two makdls are preserved
in the modern thénss of Kalaros and Magurd, Khalifatabad is one
of the five towns in the SBundarbans entéred in Van den Broncke's
map of 1660, where it appears under the name of Cuipitavas;
the termination aeasis clearly the same as alad, and Cuipit is a
corruption of Khalipat, i.e., Khalifab, the letter p often being
substituted in Bengall for /) o.p., Firospur becomes Pirojpur.®
Towards the end of the 1iith century the fract now included Peara-
in the district appears to have been ruled over by Pratapiditys g T
the Hindu hero of the Bundarbans, whose adventures have been
commemorated in several works, e.q., the Vidyi Sundar by Bhirat
Chandra, the Rdajd Pralapaditya Clarite by Rim Ram Dasu, and
an abstract of the last work by Harischandra Tarkdlankir.
Perhaps the most comprehensive work, however, is Pratipdditya
by Bibu Nikhil Nath Rai, n.r., a Bengali work published at
Oaloutta in 1906, A Bengali plujr of the same name has also
been written recently by Pandit Kshivod Prasid Vidyabenode, 1.4, &
The story of the life of Pratipadiiya, as handed down by Logondary
tradition, is that daring the rule of Bulsiman Kararini, king of necounb.
Bengal from 1568 to 1572, one Ram OChandra, a Kéyasth of
Eastern Bengal, camo to Granr, with his three sons, Bhabinand,
Guninand, and Sivinand, aod thers obtsined an appointment in
the Revenue Department of the Btate, Bivinand, his youngest
son, was eventually raised fo the position of chief Ednunge, while
Bivinand’s nephews, Sribari (or Bridhar) the son of Bhabinand
and Janakiballabh, the son of Guninand, became great favourites
of Daid Khan, who succeeded: his father, Sulaiman Kararini, as
king of Bengal. By him Brihari wne given the fitle of Rija
Bikramiditys and made chief minister, while Jinakiballabh was
made his chief revenue officer under the name of Basant Rad.
Bubsequently, when T}aid Khin rebelled against the Emperor
Alkbar and an imperial army was marching on Gaur, Daiid Khin
s fled from his kingdom after entrusting all his wealth to Bikramé-
. ditya and Basant Rni, with orders to remove it to some place of °
safety. The two cousins then took all they could lay their hands
on to o house they had recently built ‘on the banks of the Jamuns
in the Sundarbans, 8o great, it is said, wos the treasure thus
removed that the splendour of the city of Ganr was transferred to
‘this new settlement, which was therefore given the name of
Yasohara (now corrupted to Jessore) meaning ** depriving of

*H, Blochimann, Geography ond History of Bengal, J.A8.B, Park I, vol.
- XLI], 1878, p. 261,

B
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glory.” Another explanation which has been suggested is that
the name means that other glorious cities compared with this city
had no glory and thet Yasohara is equivalent fo supremely
glorions.” The site of the oty they founded is at Iswaripur in
this district. -

Not only had Bikramaditya and Basant Rai faken away with
them tho king's treasure, bub also all tho State papers. Acoord-
ingly, after the caplure of Ganr in 15674, Raja Todar Mal
demanded their restitulion; ond they were given up by the
cousins on condition that they were allowed fo retain the territory
in which they had settled, claiming that it had been granted to
them by Daiid Khin, For a long time thereafter Raja Dikrama-
ditya and R4ja Basant Rei ruled jointly over Yasohara.

Now Bikramiditys had o son, named Pratipaditya (often
abbreviated to Pratip), of whom it was predicted that he would
gupplant his father. Even in his early youth Pratapaditys was
distingnished for his ability and prowees, and the old Raja began
to fear the fulflment of the prediction and to’suspect that the
young prince would not only. supplant him but also kill Dasant
Rai, whom the old Iiiji loved more than his own son. TFilled
with these satpicions Bikramiditya persuaded Basanta Rai, much
against his will, to agree to send him to Agra. DIratapiditya
obeyed their orders, but, in his turn suspected that his uncle had
contrived o remove him from Jessore merely in order fo increase
his own power there in the present and to secure the principality
for his own children in the future. At Agra Pratapditys won the
favour of the Emperor by his princely appearance, winning
manners and ready wit, and in a short time was granted a sanad
making him a Rajé and conferring on him his father's territory,
He then returned to Yasohara and, having supplanted his father,
removed the seat of government to Dhiimghat.

For a time Pratipaditya prospered exceedingly. He adorn-
ed his kingdom with noble buildings, made roads, built temples,
dug tanks and wells, and, in fact, did everything that a sovereign
oonld do for the welfare of his subjects. The limits of his kingdom
quickly extended, for he made war on his neighhours and eame
off victorious in every baftle fill all the surounding cousifry
acknowledged his rule, TUltimately he declared himself indepen-

dent of the Bmperor of Delhi, and so great was his power

that he managed to defeat one after another 22 generals sent
agninst  him, All these successes he owed to the favour
of the goddess Jasoreswarl (Kali), who, pleased with his

“yonlous devotion to herself and his charity to oll aronnd him,

had promised that she would aid him in every dificulty, and



HISTORY, 31

never leaye him till he himself drove her from his presence.
Her favour. was ot last withdrawn, for Pratipidifya assumed
an overweening pride and became very tyranmical towards his
subjects, beheading them for the léast offence. The godiess,
anxions to revoke her blessing, one day assumed the disguise
to the Raja's daughter, and appeared before him in Court,
when he was dispensing his so-called justice by ordering o
gweeper women's breast to be cut off for having presumed
to sweep the palace court in his presence. Shocked ab' the
impropriety of his daughter, as-he supposed her to be, appearing
before bim in Court, the R&ja ordered her outand told her to
leave his palace for ever, The goddess then revealed herself
and told him that her former blessing and promised aid were now
withdrawn, a8 he himself had driven her from hie presence.

The downfall of Pratapaditaya soon followed. One of the
last and worst nots of his reign was committed when he
assassinated his uncle, Basant Rai, with all his children, exoopt
an infant who was hid in a fleld of kacle or arum plants, The
infant, Raghab Rai, who, when he attained manhood, wae given
the name of Kachu Rai to commemorate the way in which he
eacaped, was taken by one Bhabinand, a Diwdn of Bikramiditya,
to the imperial court. There he obtained the ear of the HWmperor,
who hearing how his father and brothers had been assassinated,
directed Man Bingh, the Governor of Bengal (1580-1604), to arush
Pratapaditys. Man Siugh at last succeeded in defeating him,
both because the goddess Jasoreswarl had turned her back on bim,
and also becausze a trencherous courtier, Bhabinand Mozumdér, let
the imperial army by a secret route through the Sundarbans, Man
Bingh thus surprised the capital and captured Pratfpiditys, who
was gent a prisoner to Delhi. Bub on the way, at Benares, he
put an end to his life by swallowing somo poison he kept concealed
in ‘a ring, rather than be paraded in an iron cage through the
streots of Delhi, PBhabinand, from whom the Rajis of Krishnagar .
are said to be descended, obtained a jdgir as a reward for the
gervices he had rendered.

The trdditional account of the rise avd fall of Pratapaditya Histories
is confirmed from other sources. In the TGbakar-i-Akbari we refevences:

find o mention of Bridhar Bengali, who is described as being a

at favourite of Difid Khin and as having received from
him the title of Raja Bikramajit, i, Bikramiditys. He and
Katln Khin, who had been Governpr of Oriesa, conspired against
Lodi Khin, the Amir-ul-Umard or commander-in-chief of
Djiid Khan, end had him imprisoned and put to death, for they
thought that, if he were removed, the offices of Vakil and Wazir
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would fall to them. 'Wealso find it stated that when Daiid Thin
fled from Patna after his defeat by the Emperor Akbar in 1574,
Bikramaditya placed his valuables and treasure in a boat and
followed him.* DIratapiidifya has been identified as the king of
Chandecan, which was visited in 1598 by Frances Fernandoz and
his companion Dominis De Josn, tho first Jesuits to visit Bengal,
Fernandez desoribes Chandocan as lying hulf way between Porto
Grande (Ohittogong) and Porto Piccolo (probably Dandel), and
says that the king’s dominions were g0 extensive that it would
take 15 or 20 days to traverse them. Iis description points to
the Sundarbens, for he says that the country had & great trade
in bees'-wax, which was produced in the jungles, that the
couniry was infested by dacoits, snd that he and his companion
encountered grent dangers Dboth from them ond from ligers
on the way to Chandecan.t Again, the family records of
the Rajas of Chadchrd or Jesgore state that the founder of the
family, Bhabeswar Rai, was given a grant of parganas S8aiyadpur,
Amidpur, Mundagichi and Mallikpur as a vewnrd for his services
ogainst Pratapaditya. This grant was made by one of Akbar's
generals, Azam Khian, or as he was called after he had been
appointed Vieoroy of Bengalin 1582, Khiin Azam. It would
appear, fherefore, that though Prat@ipaditys geined victories over
the imperial armies ond succeeded in eluding their attempts to
capture him, he lost part of his {erritory bafore he was finally
reduced. It is probable, moreover, that his viotories were gained
over small expeditions, for the Mughal armies were busy in
endeavouring to quell tho more serious risings of the Afghans,

The identification of Chandecan mentioned above with the
eapital of Pratipiditya is due to the resenrches of Mr, H. Beveridge,
who writes as follows in an article Were the Sundarbans
inhabited in ancient times ? published in the Journal of the Asiatie
Society of Bengal, Vol. XLV, Part I, 1876. “ By far the most
interesting acoount of the Sundarbans is contained in the letters
of the Jesuit priests who visited Boklat and Jessore in 1589 and
1600. Their letters were published by Nicholas Piments and
have been translated into Latin and French, I was indebted for
my introduction to them to my friend Dr. Wise, who told me
that they were quoted in Purchas’ Pilgrimage, Extraots from
the lotters and the subsequent history of the mission are also

® 8ir H, Elliot, History of India (1878) vol. V, pp. 878, 378.

1 H. Bevoridge, Hstory of BaEkargang, {p. 446) Appondiz O VIIL, Franci

Fernondez.
1 Bakl® wos o Sarkdr comprising portions of the present Backerguogo and

Dacca districts, g

" by SrAt s
o e L o i)



HISTORY, 33

given by Pierre du Jarric in his Histoire des choses plus meinor-
ables advenues aux Indes Orisntalss, Bordeaux, 1608-14,

“It appears that Piments, who was a Jesuit visitor and
stationed at Goa, sent two priests, Fernandes and Josa, to Bengal
in 1598, They left Cochin on 3rd May, 1598, and arrived in 13
days at the Litile Port (Porto Pequino). From thence they went
up the river to Gullo or Goli,* where they arrived eight days after
leaving the “Little Port.” "While at Gullo, they wers invitsd by
the Riji of o place called Chandesan (in Italisn Ciandecan) to
poy him a visit, and accordingly Fernandez sent Josa there, and
he was favourably received by the king. One year after these
two priests had left Cochin, Pimenta sent two other priests, viz.,
Melchin de Fonseca and Andrew Bowes, to Bengal, and they
arrived at Ohittagong or at Diangat some time in 15699, On 22nd
December, 1509, Fernandez wrote from Bripur, giving an account
to Pimenta of the success of the mission, and on 20th January,
1600, Fonseca wrote from Chandecan giving en account of a
journey which he hed made from Dianga to Chandecan by way
of Bakla, Fonseca’s letter is most interesting, He desaribed
how he came to Bacola, and how well the king received him, and
how he gave him letters patent, authoriging him to establich
churches, ete., throughout his dominions. He says that the king
of Bakla was not above eight years of age, but that he had a
diseretion surpassing his years, The king * after compliments”
asked me whero I was bound for, and I replied that I was going -
to the king of Ciandecan, who is to be the father-in-law of your

- Highness. These last words seem to be very important, for the
king of Ciandecan was, as I shall afterwards show, no other than
the famous Pratipiditys of Jessore, and therefore this boy-king
of Bakli mmust have been Ram Chandra Bai, who we know
married Pratipiditys’s daughter.”

Fonseca then proceeds to describe the route from Bakld to
Chandecan, regarding which Mr, Beveridge writes—* Though
the good father evidently had an eye for natural ecenery and was
delighted with the woods and rivers, it is evident that what he
admired so much must have appeared to many to be * horrid jun.
gle,” and was very like what the Sundarbans now are. In fact, a

t of this description of the route from Bakla to Ciande-
can is still applicabls to the journey from Berisal to Kaliganj,
near which Pratapiditya’s capital was situated. The chief differ-
encd is that the progress of civilization has driven away the herds

# (ullo 1s identified by Me. Boveridge with Baudol,

+ Dinnge bas been identified by Professor Blochmann with Dakbindanga oo the

Bangu river sonth of Chittagong,
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of deer and monkeys from the ordinary routes, though they are
gtill to be found in the woods and the deer have given their name
to one of the largest-of the Sundarban rivers (the Haringhata).
The faithfulness of Fonsoca's description scems indicated by
his modestly admitting that he had never spen a rhinocoros,
while stating (quite truly) thal there were such animals in the
forest, Ilad he come upon any town on his route, it is reasonable
to suppose that he would have mentioned it.

“ Fonseca arrived at Ciandecan on the 20th November, and
there he found Fernandez's companion Dominie de Josa, who
must either have been left there by Fernandez in 1598, or had
roturned some time afterwards, The king veceived Fonseca with
great kindness, so much so, that Lo says ho does not think a
Ohrigtian prince could have behaved better. A church was built
abt Ciandecan, and this was the fivst ever erected in Bengal, and
wae a5 such dedicated to Jesus Ohrist. Ohittagong was the
gooond, and then came the church at Bandel, which was erected
by a Portuguese named Villalobos. The fair prospects of the
mission as described by Fernandez and Fonseca were soon over-
clouded. Fernandez died in November 1602 in prison at Chitta-
gong, after he had been shamefully ill-used and deprived of
the sight of an eye; the king of Ciandecan proved a traitor, and
killed Carvalho the Portuguese commander, and drove out the
Jesuit priests,

“ Leaving these matters, however, for the present, let us first
answor the question, where was Oiandecan? I reply that
it is identical with Pratipaditya’s capital of Dhiimghat, and that
it was sitoated near the modem Iiliganj. My rensons for
this view are first that Chandecan or Ciandecan is evidently
the eame 8 Chind Khan, and we know from the History of
Raja Pratipiditya by Ram Rim Basu (modernized by Harish
Tarkalankir) that this was the old name of the property in
the Sundarbans, which Pratipaditya's father Vikramaditya got
from king Difid. Chind Khén, we are told, had died without
heirs, and so DBikramaditya got the property. And there is
nothing in this confradictory fo the faot that Jessore formerly
belonged to Khinja Ali (Khin Jahin); for Khanja Ali diod in
1469, or about 120 years before Vikramiditys came to Jessore, so
that the latter must have sucoseded to some descendant of Khinja
Ali; and he may very well have borne the name of Chand Khan,
When the Jesuit priests visited Ciandeoan, Pratapaditys cannot
have been very long on the throne, and therefore the old name of
the lucality (Chand Khin) may still have clung toit. But besides
this, Du Jarrio tells us that after Fernandez had been killed at

-
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Chittagong in 1602, the Jesuit priests wentto Sondip, but thep
soon left it and went with Carvalbo the Portuguese commander to
Ciandecan. The king. of Ciandecan promised to befriend them,
but in fact he was determined to kill Garvalho, and thershy make
friends with the king of Arakan, who was then very powerful
and had already taken possession of the kingdom of Bakla. The
king therefors sent for Carvalho to ** Jasor,” and there had
bim murdered. The news reached Uiandecan, says Du Jarrio,
ot midnight, and this perhaps may give us some ides of the
distance of the two places.

“I donot think that I need add any thing to these remarks
except that I had omilted to mention that Fermandes wvisited
Ciandecan in (ctober, 1699, and got letters patent from the king.
As an additional precantion, Fernandes obtained permission from
the king to have thess letters also signed hy the king’s son, who
was then o boy of 12 years of age. The boy may have been
Udayiditya, and so he must have been only 8 or 4 years older
than Ram Chandra Rai of Bakla.”

The visit of Jesuits to the capital of Pratapiditya was also
mentioned by l'urchas, who wrote—* The king of Chandican
(which Lyeth at the mouth of the Ganges) caused a Jesuit to
rehearse the Decalogue . . . This king and the others of
Bacols and Aracan have admitted the Josuit into their countries.”

According to tradition, D’ratdpaditya was one of the Barah pga
Bhuiyfs (or Bhuys), the twelve chiefs who held the south and e
east of Bengal towards the dlose of the 16th century. Local ™ =
patriotism, indeed, claims that Pratipiditys overcame all the
other Bhuiyis and had undisputed pre eminence, but precedence
should probably be given to Isi Khin Masnad-i-Ali of Khizr-
pur. The latter is described by Abul Fazl as the Marzban.i-
Bhiti or governor of the low-lying land near the sea and as the.
ruler over twelve great zamindars, while Ralph Fitch who visited
Sunargaon in 1586 says that “‘the chief king of all these
countries is called Isacan, snd he is the chief of all the other
kings.” Apart from this question, there seems no doubt that
Pratipaditya was one of the most powerful of the Barah Bhuiyss,
who, from occasional references in the works of Muhummadan
historians supplamented by tradition, appear to have been
nominally vassals of the Emperor but practically independent.

The researches of Dr. Wise havo thrown further light on these
rulers and have shewn that their power was well attested by aurl;,'
Huropean travellers and missionavies. Jarrio, who derived his
information from the Jesuit fathers sent to Bengal in 1599, sys
that the “prefects” of the twelve kingdoms governed b:_'ér the

D
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king of the Pathins united their forces and drove out the
Mughals, They obeyed no one, paid no tribute, and though they
displayed a royal splendour, they did not call themseclves kings
but Boiones, which is obviously a Latin {ravslation of Bhuiyds.
He then goes on to say that threo of these chiefs observed
the religion of the country, viz. Chandecanius, Sivipuranus, of
Bakalanus, and the remniniug nine were Muhammadans. The
threa Hindu chiefs are clearly the Bhuiyas of Chandecan, Sripur
snd Bakld, D'Avity, whose work was published at Paris in
1843, copies this deseription of Bengnl, but gives a few additional
particulars of these twelve sovereigns, as he calls them. The
most powerful, he informs ws, were those of Sripur and Chande-
can, but the greatest of all was Masondolin or Maasudelin, i,
Masnad-i-All, the title of Isi Khin of Khizrpur. Again,
Bebastien Manrique, a Spanish monk of the order of Saint
Angustin, who resided in India from 1628 to 1641, states in his
Ttinerary that the kingdoms of Bengal were divided into 12
provinoes, among which he mentions Chandecan, and that the
king of Bengal, who resided ot Graunr, maintasined as vassals 12
chiefs in as many districts, whom the natives call the Beines de
Bengala, .

“ Thees authorities,” says Dr. Wise, *‘advance our knowledge
considerably. The Bhuyas, according to them, had been depen-
dents of the king of Gaur, but had acguired independence by
force of arms. They refused to pay tribute or to acknowledge
sllegiance to any one. From being prefects appointed by the
king they had become kings, with armies and fleets at their com-
mand, ever ready to wage war against each other or to oppose the
invasions of Portuguese pirates or Magh freebooters.” The
attainment of such independence can readily be understood when
it is remembered that till the close of the 16th century Akbar's
empire had not been permanently established in Bengal owing to
& dangerous military revolt and the persistent rebellions of the
Afghine, While the Emperor's armies were dealing with the
latter, the Bhuiyas of Bengal were able to maintain practical
independence amidst the swamps and rivers of the delta, which
were a strong natural obstacle to invasion.*

After the fall of Pratfpiditya the portion of his tervitory
lying within the Khulni district passed into the hands of the
Rajéa of Jessore, otherwise known as the Chinchrd Rijis. These
Réjas trace their descent to Bhaheswar Rai, whom Khin Azim,
Governor of Bengal from 1582-84, rewarded for his services

® Dr. James Wiss, The Harah Bhuyde of Bemgsl, J,A8.B. Vo, XLIII,
Part 11874, and Vol, XLIV, Part I, 1875,
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against Protipaditya by a grant of land comprising pargenas
Saiyadpur, Amidpur, Mundédgicha and Mallikpur. On his death
the property passed to his son Mshtib Ram Rai (1588-1619),
who assisted Mar Bingh against Pratapaditys, and it was
greatly extended by Manohar Rai (1640-1705), who during his
long life acquired ome pargane after another. Finally, only &
few parganas vemanined unabsorbed in the estate of the Rajis
of Jessore, who pursued a steady policy of aggrandizement, until
in the last days of Mughal rule the greater part of tho distriet
was parcelled out between them and a fow other zamindars.

_These great landholders were a turbulent and independent
class, ready at any suitable opportunity to withhold payment of
the revenue. Accordingly, the Nawabs kept a military governor
with a small force in each of the districts, and this officer, who
was called the Faujdar, exercised on the part of the Nawib sufi-
cient power to make it to the interest of each zamindar to pay
the demand. The ddrogd, as he was called, appears to have been
almost the only Government officer in the distriet who had any-
thing to do with civil administration. It washis duty to rececive
from the zamindérs the dacoits, robbers and murderers whom they
had to apprehend, and to try them. He might also receive
complaints direct from the complainants, but his judicial authority
was limited, for, except in petty cases, he had to submit his
prooeedings to the Naib Nawab for orders. Neither in theory
nor in practice had he any authority to supervise the proceed-
ings of the zaminddrs, with whom lay practically the whole
administration of the country, They paid a certain sum by way
of excise revenus, and managed excise within the limits of their
estates exactly as they pleased. They handed over to Govern-
ment a pertain sum as duties on internal trade, and were allowed -
in turn to make almost any exactions they pleased on traders.
The daties of police were in their hands, and they or their
subordinates had also a good deal to do with the adjudicature of
petty disputes whether eriminal or civil,

The general result of this system has been well described by
Bir James Westland., “Almost all the functions of administration
were heaped upon the zamindérs, and they might do as they
pleased so long as they discharged their revenus. Supervision
was a mere name, and the cousequences may be easily imagined.
The zamindirs followed the example of Government and trans-
ferred the task of administration to subordinates selscted by them-
gelves, not with reference to their ability or uprightness, but
golely with reference to their readiness to secure their masters’
interests. The people were oppressed that the zamindér might
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have his remt, and they were plundered in order that the
zomindir’s sorvants might become rich. The zamindirs, who
performed all their polico duties on contract, kept up the most
wretchedly inofficient cstablishments for the yurposo ; and daooits
and robbers plied their profession wilh vigour, finding liltle
hindrance from the polico, and often in loaguo with them, snd
oven with the zaminddr himself or his higher officers. Complaint
sgainst wrong was uscless ; tho zamindir or his officer had it
entirely in his own option whether he would listen to it or not :
and the complainant had very little chanco of rolief, for the
oppressor was often the zamindar’s servant, and tho piunﬁurm,
even if thay took thoe trouble to trace lim, would not find it
difficult to make friends with his captors.”™

In common with other sea-board districts Khulnd appears
to have suffered during the Mughal rule from the depredations
of Arakenese (Magh) and Portuguese (Firinghi) pirates, whose
galleys swept the sea-face of the Sundarbans and ravaged the
villages along the estuaries. To such an extent were these
depredations carried on that in Rennell’s map o note is entered
that the portion of the Sundarbans lying in DBackergunge had
been depopulated by the © Muggs.” A vivid acoount of the
ravages of the Portuguese corsairs has been left by Bernder, who
writes :—* The King of Rakan, who lived in perpetual dread of
the Mogol, kept these foreigners, as a spocies of advanced guard,
for the protection of his fromtier, permifting them to occoupy o
soaport called Chatigon, and making them grants of land, As
they wore unawed and unvestrained by the government, it was
not surprising that these rencgades pursued no other trade than
that of rapine and piracy. They seoured the neighbouring seas
in light galleys, called galleasses, entered the numerous arms and
branches of the Granges, ravaged the islands of Lower Bengale,
and, often penetrating forty or fifty leagues up the country,
surprised and carried away the entire population of villages on
market days, and at times when the inhabitants were assembled
for the ocelebration of a marriage or some other festival. The
maranders made slaves of their unhappy captives, and burnt
whatever could not be removed. It is owing to these repeated
depredations that we see so many fine islands at the mouth of
the Ganges, formerly thickly peopled, now entirely deserted by

_human beings, and become the dosolate lairs of tigers and other

wild beasts.” Elsewhere he writes :— ¢ Beveral of the islands,
nearest to the sea, are now abandoned by the inhabitants, who

® J. Wentland, Report on fhe District of Jeseore, 1874,
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were exposed to the attacks and ravages of the Arracan pirates.
At prosont they ave a dreary waste, wherein no living oreature is
seen exeopt antelopes, hogs and wild fowls, that attract tigers,
which sometimes swim from one island to another.”

Khulnd cannot have escaped, for . Mubammadan historian,
Shihib-ud-din Talish, mentions Jessore and Hooghly as places
they plundered, and their route would have beon through this
district. Writing in the latter half of the 17th century, he
describes their piratical raids as follows. “I'rom the reign of the
Emperor Akbar, when Bengal was annexed to the Mughal
empire, to the time of the conquest of Chatgion during the
viceroyalty of Shaista Khin, Araken pirates, both Magh and
Firinghi, used constantly to come by the water-route and plunder
Bengal. They oarried off the Hindus and Muslims, male and
femals, great and small, few and many, that they conld seize,
pierced the palms of their hands, passed thin canes through the
holes, and threw them one above another under the deck of their
ghips. In the same muuner as grain is flung to fowl, every
morn and evening, they threw down from above uneooked rice to
the captives as food. On their return to their homes, they
employed the fow hard-lived captives that survived, with great
disgrace and insult, in tillage and other hard tasks, according to
their power, Others were sold to the Dutoh, English and Frenoh
merchants at the ports of the Decoan. Sometimes they brought
the captives for sale at a high price to Tamluk and the port of
Baleswar, which i= a part of the imperial dominions and a
dependency of the province of Orissa. Only the Firinghi pirates
sold their prisoners. But the Maghs employed all their captives
in agrioulture and other kinds of service, Muslims underwent
such oppression in this region of war (ddr-ul-lard) as they had
not to suffer in Europe.™*

The diwani, i.e., the revenue or fiscal administration of Bengal gansx
was transferred to the Bast India Company in 1765, but it Berrsx
was not unfil 1781, when a court was opened at Murli near znsmon.¢
the town of Jessore, that DBritich administration was fully
established in the district. The juriediotion of the Addlal, s
this court was called, extended over the present distriota of
Khulod, Jesmore and TFaridpur, and the first Judge and
Magistrate was Mr. Tilman Henckell, whmg administration
made & permanent mark upon the district. * His acquaintance,”
writes Sir James Westland, “ with every subject affecting his

" Jndunith Sarkiir, The Feringi Pirates of Chaigdon, J.A.8.B,, Juns, 1907,
"4 This acconnt of early British administration has been compiled from Bi.l.'_LJII.'D'.I“

Westlund's Teport on the Disirict of Jessore.
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district was most intimate ; and no wrong was too remote for
his energy to grapple with, no advantage too distant for him
to strive after, The idea of his administration waa that it was
the duty of Government to procure the pence and comfort of
the mass of the inhabitants, though it might involve some harm
in respeot of the Company's commercisl interests, Theso views
were a little foo advanced for his sge, for thero was then too
great an inclinntion on the part of Government officials to look
upon the nalives as born only to be a means of profit to the
Company. Mr, Henckell was never unmindfal of his employers’
mercantile interests, but he always set this before him as his
duty—to guard the then almost helpless natives from the
oppressions to which they were suljected by the commorcinl
officers of the Company ns well as by their own zamindfire.”

Boon after his appointment Mr. Henockell turned his attention
to the Sundarbans and there inaugurated a system of reclama-
tion, which after many vicissitudes has oconverted large tracts
of forest into immense rice fields. Two objects were aimed at—to
gain & revenue from lands then utterly unproduetive, and to
obtain a reserve of rice agaiust seasons of famine, the erops in the
Sundarbans being practically immune from drought, To ensure
these objeots, Mr, Henckell submitted in 1784 a proposal that
grants of jungle land in the Sundarbane should be settled on
favourable terms with people undertaking to cultivate them, his
aim being to introduce & body of independent peasant proprietors
holding directly under Government. Another part of his scheme
was the establishment of & conviet colony, by giving small grants
of land fo conviets with the exception of the most heinous
offendexs, who were to be shipped off to sea. Mr. Henckell went
go far as to apply to the surrounding districts for drafts of long
term prisoners who might form the nucleus of the colony, but
nothing further appears to have been dome, and this part of the
gcheme was never carried ont,

The scheme having been approved by the Board, Mr, Henckell,
after roughly defining the boundaries of the Sundarbans forest,
granted about 150 leases during 1785, At the same time he
established three Gtovernment outposts in central positions, and
placed a gomdshta with o emall establishment in charge of each,
for the pwrpose of defining the boundaries of the SBundarbans,
encouraging reclamation, preserving the peace, and assisting
possengers. They were Henckellganj (named after him, and
subsequently corrupted to nga]gﬂ.n;l} at the junction of the
Jamund with the Kalindi, in the west of his jurisdiotion;
Ohandkhéli on the river Kabadak, in the middle; and Kachua, at



the junction of the Baleswar snd Bhairab rivers, in the cast.
The surrounding lands were cultivated, and the stalions were at
length firmly established, though ot considerable expense,*

In spite of all Mr. Henckell’s efforte, however, thescheme was
not & success, for it was opposed by all the neighbouring samin-
déirs, who olaimed the lands cleared by the grantees, and indeed
all the forest as far as the sea, but declined to give him any
information about their estates that might enable him to decide the
disputes. During 1786 he marked off by bamboo stakes the line
which he took to be the northern limit of the Sundarbans and the
southern boundary of the zamindéari lands; and this strengthened
the position of the lessees, but in the end the zamindirs proved
too strong for the new settlers. In 1792 they had all disappeared
except sixteen, and in their case the character of the scheme had
been modified, for the lessees developed into talukddrs, their lands
being called Henckell’s Zdluks.t

In connection with this scheme Mr. IHenckell sot up what Sab-
was to practical purposes a subdivision, a Court, called by him g Jivisions]
“ gutcherry of reference,’’ being established at Ohandkhali under tration.
one of his assistants, Mr, Foster, This Court was intended for
the trial of claims made by the zaminddrs; and Mr. Foster was
also directed to give passports and oollect the Grovernment dues on
wax and honey taken from the Sundsrbans, and to take cognizance
of civil and eriminal matters arising within a radius of 30 miles
from Ohandkhali, except when they were of importance, when he
was to refer them to Mr. Henckell. He was thus given a regular
subdivisional jurisdiction. Mr. Foster soon came into conflict
with the zamindars, who had set up toll stations upon the rivers
to collect money from frading boats, not even those protected by
Custom House passes being allowed to go fres. There were
eighteen of these stations within a cirouit of 14 miles from Chand-
Xkhali, 8o it may be imagined what a hindrance to trade they were.
The Doard, when they were informed of this system, passed
stringent orders that in all cases in which such tolls were levied,
Mr. Henckell was to insiet on immediate restitution and to inflict
. corporal punishment on the offender on the spot where the exaction
was made. The zamindirs were included in this order of punish-
ment, but if they were minors, females or incapable persons, their
manager was to bear the punishment for them.

#F, B, DPargiter, Revenwe History of the Sundarbane from 1760 to 1870,
Caleuktn, 1886. Sir James Wostland gives Lo dote of the establishment of thess
three places as 1782-83,

t 1. B Pargiter, Revenne Wisfory of the Sundarbone from I765 o 1870,

.. Caleukta, 1885,
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Mr, Henckell showed similar vigour in the administration of
the police. In the carly days of Dritish rule the Fawjdirs, who

had been practically military commanders, wore reduced to the

position of superior officors of police, with fhdndddras in charge of
smaller areas undor them, Thora were altogelher four thinas in
the district as then conslitutod, one being at IChulnf, or as it was
oalled at that time Ncabid (meaning the new olearance), and
subordinate to these thinas were soveral cutposts or eaukis, The
thina officors were paid, but the chaukis were worked by means
of goindds or informers, who received no salary and obtained
their livelihood by seizing innocent persons and extorting money
from them.

This system did not work well. The Fuujidrs opprossed Lhe
people, their subordinates ware in collu<ion with eriminals, and
when Mr., Henckell joined the district, there were bands of
robbers 50 strong roaming about it. On lis appointment, the
Faujddrs were abolished and their functions transferred to
Mr. Henckell, who proposed to station at each of the four thinas o
girdwar or head police officer, whose business it would be to
apprehend dacoits and forward them for trial to Murli, Their
subordinates were mnot to be informers, but imported sepoys,
a8 local darkanddzes were apt to collude with offenders. His
police were to possese more of a military than of a detective
character, for the objeet in view was mnob the proseoution of
minor offences, but the checking of great ones, such as dacoity
and murder. When a daccity occurred, the investigation con-
gisted chiefly in following up the dacoits to their homes ; and as
they relied rather upon their strength than upon the secrooy
of their prooeedings, this was simply a guasi-military expedition.
When the pursuing detachment reached the lair of the gang, the
zaminddr through his servants was expected, and usually com-
pelled by pressure, to deliver up the men.

This system of police, which cost perhaps Re. 800 or 850 a
month, proved too expensive for the commercial ideas of the
Government, which in 1782 crdered the entire abolitiom of the
police establishment, except the force at Murli. The duties of
the police were imposed on the zaminddrs, who were directed to
take effectunl measures that no robberies, burglaries or murders
were committed within their districts. They were to do their
titmost to bring all offenders to justice; thoy were to erect thinas
wherever the Magistrate should direct, to appoint officers for
them, and to be answerable for their good conduet. Persons
suffering from robbery were to be reimbursed for their losses by
the zamindar of the lands where the robbers lived, or of the lands
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within which the robbery was committed; and if any zamindéar
committed or connived at murder, or robbery, or other breach of
the peace, he was to be punished with death. This system, by
which the zaminddrs bore the burden of the police establishment,
continued in force from 1782 until 1791 or 1792, when Lord
Cornwallia reformed the administration.

Special arvangements were made for the boat roufes through
the Sundarbans, which lay not through cultivated lands and
sottled villnges, but through forest and uninlabited jungle, and
were infested by robbers and dacoits. Their depredations at
length attracted the attention of the Government, snd in 1783
six guard boats were posted along the routes to patrol the rivers
and escort vessels.

The system of revenue administration will be discussed in Revoous
Chapter XI, and it will suffice to mention thet a Collectorate was fomim
established ot Jessore in 1780, Hitherto the revenue head-
quarters of all but the east of the district had beem at Caloutta,
but My, Henckell, pointing out the inconvenience of this arrange-
ment, offered himgelf to undertake the duties of Collector with-
out additional salary, “actuated,” as he said, “by motives of
publio good, and the enhancement of his own credit and repu-
tation.” The Government readily acoepted his offer and created
a Oollectorship for Jessore ; it was to comprise Isafpur and
Saiyadpur (which had apparently been under the Collector of
Rajshahi and Bhushna), the estates lying between the Ichhimati
and the present Backergunge district (then part of Dacea),
which had previously been paying revemue at Calouita and at
Hooghly, end also some estates detached from Murshidibad,
To enforce the payment of revenue, the Collector appears prin-
cipally to have used strong pressure. Continual demands were
made upon defaulters, and these had some weight, sinos the
Collector had power to uge harsher means. He had a defaulters’
jail, in which recusants might be confined, end he might also
attach and realize directly the rents of any estate.

Mr. Henckell thus united in his own person the offices of saie ne-
Distriet Judge, District Magistrate and Oollector, but he had no parbment.
concern with the Balt Department, the jurisdiction of which
extended over the south of the district. That Department was
under & Mr., Ewart, who had two or three assistants, a large
staff of subordinates, and a small military foree, all stationed at
Khulnd, which was the headquarters of the Raimangal Agency.
The galt officials had established themselves in the district befors.
ony civil court had been constitued in it, and when a Judge
arrived without instructions as to his relations with the salt.
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aunthorities, frequent collisions took place. The plan followed in
the salt manufactore was that the Government Salt Agent
contracted with certain middlemen called malangis for the engage-
ment of people as salt boilers or mdhinddrs. The malangis
received large advances from the salt agents, and in their turn
made advances to the makindars, who engagod to proceed to
spocified places far south in the Sundarbans, where thoy gave
their personal labour in the manufacture of salt. Dut in most
cases the mdhinddrs had to be impressed and compelled by fores to
take the advances; and the malangis were vested with certain
powers to enable them to drive the mahinddrs to work and to
recover the advances which they had forced upon them. Theso
powers the malangis cruelly nbused, and gross oppressions were
perpetrated by the salt officials, They insisted on receiving back
Rs. 20 for every Rs. 4 which they had advanced; and when
My, Henokell came to the dietrict, the mahinddrs appealed to him
for protection. The (tovernment Balt Agent resented interfer-
ence on the part of the Judge, and there was open war between
the Judge’s bailiffs and the salt subordinates.

At length, in 1787, Mr Henckell submitted proposals for the
reform of the Falt Department, and to give the system a
fair trial offered himself to undertake the duties of Salt Agent.
The plan would, he said, have the advantage of uniting in the
same individual, namely himself, the power to deal with the
claims on the mdlinddrs for rent, and the cloims on them that
arose out of salt transactions. The Governor-General, Lord
Cornwallis, approved his proposals and divected him fo take
charge of the salt agency so far as the Raimangal division was
concerned, Mr, Ewart haviog to confine himself to the Dacker-
gunge side. Subsequently, in December 1748, rules were issued
conteining all the elements of roform which Mr. Henckell
had previously proposed. The salt boilers were to be free to
engage or not as they liked, and the Salt Agent was made their
protector instead of their slave driver. All advances, whenever
. possible, were to be given to them direct, as oppression was found
to be generally due to the middlemen. This change was mot
effected without a great deal of friction. Mr. Ewart refused to
give over charge of the fransferred divieion, carried on work
there as before, and objected to giving up the offices and godowns
st Xhulna, declaring that they were, in part ab least, his own
property. However, the change was at last effected and put an
end for the time to the constant quarrels between the Departments,

My, Henckell was succeeded in 1789 by Mr, Rocke, who
carried out the Permonent Bettlement in this district and Jessore,
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He apparently began his service in Jeseore in 1781 as Registrar
under Mr. Henckell, and when he succeeded him in his office, he
continned his policy, “In fact,” writes Sir James Westland,
“{he fruits of Mr. Henockell’s administration are for a long
time visible in the history of the district; and it is certain that
its early records derive great interest from the fact that it was
two such men as Henckell and Rocke, who wers at the head of
affairs during the time which intervened between its first establish-
ment in 1781 and the completion of Lord Cornwallis' reforms,
which by 1793 had changed the first crude attempts at district
government for o system substantinlly the same as that which
ever ginoe has prevailed.”

The subsequent history of the district is mainly that of the Svabas-
development of the Sundarbans.* In 1810 Ceptain Robertson jarsrs.
surveyed the main water routes from Caloutts as far as Noa- reazion.
khili, and in 1811 survey operations were taken in hand, the Eariy
Bundarbans, exclusive of the sea-face, being surveyed by Lieu- furveys
tenant W. E. Morrieson during the years 1811-14, his results
being corrected by his brother Usptain Hugh Morrieson in 1818 ;
the latter died at Jessore of jungle fever, contracted while survey-
ing in this unhealthy tract. This great work, carried out in
gpite of many dangers and diffioulties, has been the basis of all
subsequent maps of the Sundarbans. To Lientenant Morrieson,
moreover, is dune the cut known as Morrieson’s cut, which opened
out & new route for trade. Ifinding in the course of his survey
that the north-east branch of the Reimangal estuary approached
to withina very ehort distance of the Kilindi, he made a cut
joining the two rivers, But the opening of this channel had an
unexpected result. At that time cultivation extended further
south on the east bank of the Ialindi than on the west, and as
the stream of the Kalindi very soon enlarged the cut, a large
quantity of its fresh water was diverted into the Raimangal, and
a considerable tract, being deprived of ite supply, reverted into
jungle.

: g]Z'lm advantages that the State might gain from the opening Legisls-
up of the Sundarbans were now dearly perceived, and in 1814 o™
the Court of Directors directed that seitlements should be ocon-
cludad with the actual occupiers for the lands alreedy brought

under cultivation, while holding out reasonable encouragement

# Thignceonnt of the adminieteation of the Sundarbans hoe been compiled
from the Revenue History of the Sundarbans from 1760 o 1870 (Calentta, 1885)
and on article Cameos of JIndiaw Districts—Ths Sundarbans, aleo written by
My, Pargiter, plltblill!.qd in the Calenfta Roview, Octobor, 1880,
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for further reclamation. Their instructions seem to have led to
the enaotment of Regulation IX of 1818, which provided for the
appointment of a Commissionerin the Sundarbans, and vested him
with all the duties, powers and authority of a Collector of land
revenue, The first Commissioner was Mr. D, Scott. Subsequently,
in Regulation XXTIT of 1817, Government expressly declared that
tho Bundarbans were the property of the State and assorted its right
to the revenue of lands not included within the boundaries of
estates for which a geftlement had been made, In 182¢2 and 1823
Mr. Prinsep survayed the line of forest from the river Jamuni to
the Hooghly and divided all the forest lands between those rivers
into blocks which he numbered, this being the beginning of the
“Bundarban lots.”

All the ciroumstances of the lands being made known by
these surveys, attention was next directed to the claim of the
Btate to demand revenuas both from the recently reclaimed lands
and olso from the forest. The land-owners on the contrary
claimed to hold all these lands and the forest as part and pareel of
their estates at the revenue fixed at the Permanent Seltlement
and free from increased revenue. Finally, the rights of the
State over recent oultivation and over the forest were con-
clusively decided in favour of the State, and this right was
fully stated as follows in Regulation IIT of 1828:—“The
uninhabited tract known by the name of the SBundarbans hes ever
been, and is hereby declared still to be the property of the Btate,
the same not having been alisnated or assigned to zaminddrs, or
included in any way in the armngements of the perpetual settle-
ment, It shall thevefore be competent to the Governor-General
in Council to make, as heratofore grants, assignments, and leases
of any part of the said Bundarbans, and to take such measures for
the clearance :md oultivation of the tract as he may deem prupar
and expedient.”

Mr. William Dampier was now appointed 'Dumnnmonar,
and Ideutenant Hodges Burveyor, with jurisdiction over the
whole of the Sundarbans in Khulni and Backergunge. They
defined and surveyed fhe line of forest from the Jamuna wp fo
the eastern limit of the Sundarbans during the years 1829 and
1830; and Mr. Dampier formally affirmed Prinsep's line in the
24-Parganas in 1832-833. * Prinsep’s line” and * Hodges' line”
are the authoritative limifs of the then Sundarbang forest; while,
the map prepared by Lieutenant IHodges from his own surveys
and those of his predecessors has been the standard map of the
Sundarbans ever sinoe. The subsequent administration of the
Sundarbans will be dealt with in Chapter XI, and it will suffice
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here to mention that the settlement of land with leszees has gone
on steadily ever eince, and almost the whole ares available for
sottlement in this distriet has now been taken up.

One of the most important events in the subsequent history of
the Sundarbans is the foundation of Morrellganj, which had also
been an imporfant factor in the development of the distriet.
Some squattors had made a clearing in the forest there about the
year 1840, but no further progress was made {ill Messrs, Ii. and
T, H. Morrell bought three large blocks of land in 1840. The
estate then consisted of dense Sundarbons forest and the first
attempts to clear it were impeded by the timidity of the people.
But very soon the proprietors gained their confidence, and labour
poured in on all sides. By 1851 about 10,000 men were at work,
in a ghort time a river frontage of 9 miles was cleared and
brought under cultivation, anda considerable proportion of the
men engagod in the work settled down as permanent cultivators.
The undertaking was greatly focilitated by the advantages the
land possessed, in being well raised and having excellent river
frontages with plenty of fresh water. At the north-east corner,
on the bank of the main river, and whare two other rivers join it,
the Morrells built a town which they ealled Morrellganj after
themselves. They established a mart, which quickly became the
most important in this part of the country ; a police station, a sub-
registration office and a dispensary were located there; and
the neighbourhood was converted from jungle into a fertile conntry
oovered with rice flelds and dotted with prosperous villages.

The value of this work may be gathered from the minute
recorded in 1860 by the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Peter
Grant, on the Report of the Indigo Commission. *“What an
enterprising European can do both for himself and for the people,
when he marries his interest to theirs, is shown in a conspicuous
manner by the evidence of Mr, Morrell. In 10 years Mz, Morrell
has cleared 60,000 to 65,000 bighde (upwards of 20,000 acres) of
Sundarbans jungle. He has granted his cleared land under per-
manent pallas at a rent of Re. 1-2 a bighd never liable to enhance-
ment; he gets as many ryots as he wishes, but they repudiate the
system of advances, fearing that * eventually they may have to
take to nil or indigo,” though they know of indigo only from
common report. Mr, Morrell told me that the building of a good
two-storied brick house on his grant was one of the most fortunate
things he did, because it assured the pattdddrs and ryots that he
would stay amongst them; and it will be seen in his evidence
that the same people, who were so anxious to keep him near them,
on one occnsion, when his gardener had gown in his garden some
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indigo seod that had been sent from Caloutta in a packet of seeds
by mistake, on the plant growing up, “ ingisted upon baving it
pulled up and thrown away.” Mr. Morrell has in 10 years
created for himsolf an estate which cannot now bo worth less than
from £80,000 to £1,00,000, snd, in doing so, lie las covored
what were 20,000 sores of uninhabited junglo with a happy and
thriving population, anxious to keop him near them. This he has
accomplished by working on sound prinoiples, to the profit of the
people instead of to thoir loss,”

511 1882 Khului was inoluded partly in the Jessorc distriet
and partly in the distriot of the 24-Larganas, A subdivision, the
first established in Bengal, had been sof up at Klulnd in 1842 ;
its chief object, acoording to Sir James ‘Westland, * being to hold
in check Mr. Rainey, who had purchased o zamindiriin the
visinity and resided at Nihalpur, and who did not seem inolined
to ncknowledge the restraints of law.” The jurisdietion of the
Subdivisional Officer extended not only over the present Khulna
subdivision, but also over almost the whole of the present Bagherhat
subdivision. The Bagherhat sabdivision was subsequently conati-
tuted in 1863, DBoth this and the Khulna subdivision formed

of the Jessore district, while the Satkhird subdivision, estab-
lishod in 1861, was included in the 24-Parganas. Eventually, the
T.ocal Government came to the conclusion that the formation of o
Sundarbans distriot with its headquarters at Khulna was absolutely
neccssary, in order to lighten the work in the great suburban
district of the 24-Parganas, and to relieve the Distriet OfMcer of
Jessore of part of his heavy charge. The advantages of having
the headquarters at the Khulni terminus of the mew Dengal
Central Railway (now the HEnstern DBengal Btate Railway) were
mauy; ond the same grounds which rendered it desirable that the
Sundarbans should be connected by railway communieation with
Calcutta, pointed conolusively to the choice of Khulnd as the

uarters of the new district. The senction of the Government
of India and of the Secretary of State having been obtained, a
notifiontion dated the 25th ‘April 1882, which took effect from the
1gt June of the samo year; declared that the new district should
consist of the Batkhird subdivision of the 24-Parganas, and of
the Khulna and Bagherhat subdivisions of the Jessore distriet,
the headquarters being at the town df Khulna.

The Sundarbans tract to the south etill remained, however,
under the control of the Commissioner in the Sundarbans until
1905, when it was decided that it was mo longer expedient fo
oontinue this arrangement, The appointment of a special officer
for the Bundarbansin 1816 had been necessary both becauss the
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country was extensive, wild and inaccessible, and the important
work of developing its resources was beyond the capacity of the
Collectors of the adjoining distriots. It was felt that the necessity
of having an officer with independent powers had disappeared, and
that it was desirable that this tract should be administered entirely
by the Collectors of the distriots concerned. This was not a very
great change, for, the administration had long been conducted by
the District Officer, with the exception of making settlements and
holding enquiries to soe if the conditions of the settlement leases
had been carried out. The District Officer already controlled
excise, eduoation, police, crime, ohaukiddri, the opening out of
communications, and other branches of administration, and it
was now decided that he should also exercise control over the
important matters connected with settlements. Aoccordingly in
19056 the Bundsrbans Act (Bengal Act I of 1905) was passed,
by which Regulation IX of 1816 was repesled, the office of the
Oommissioner in the Bundarbans was abolished, and his functions
were transferred to the Collectors of the districts within which
the Bundarbans are comprised.

The most interesting archemological remains are found afAmomze.
Bagherhat in the exireme enst of the distriot, where there are “*™
the tomb of Khénja Ali (14569 A.D.), the tomb of his diwan
Muyhammad Tahir, a large single-domed mosque, and another
mosque with nine domes. There are many other ruined mosques
on the way to the building known as S&tgumbaz or mosque
of 77 domes, a large oblong building covered by 77 domes
with one tower at each cormer. In the extreme west of the
district there are some ruins attributed to FPratipiditya at
Iswaripur and olose by at Tirkati and Tezketi. The founda-
tion walls of other buildings are also met with in the eculti-
r vated tract; and the forest in the vicinity is said fo contain

: several temples and mosques, old roads and tanks. Another
trace of former oultivation in this part of the distriet is still
found in & large embankment which extended from the Khol-
petud to the Kasbadak river, a distance of three miles. The
embankment is close to the northern boundary of Bundarbans
lot No. 167 and south of the #illage of Pratdpnagar. Towards
the east it is broken in places, but it is continuous on the
west for a distance of more than & mile and is still 30 feet in
height with a base of 90 feet. The place is called Garh Kamal-
pur, but no one knows who made the embankment or for what

f_ : purpose it was erected. ,
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Across the Kabadak river a large area is scattered over with

bricks, and the foundations of old buildings are seen in several
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places. When the jungle was cut down here nearly 50 years
ago, several large tanks and the remains of an old road were
discovered, all indicating that the place must have been onoe
cleared ond peopled. Here slso were found 38 silver coins, two
of which wero ascertained to be coins of Gthifs-ud-din Balban,
dated 1274 A.D. ond apparently struck in Dengal, and of
Nasir-ud-din Mubammad, About 12 miles east and a little
gouth of the ruine last referred to, on the east bank of the
Marjal river, are the ruins of what appears to have been a fort,
enclosed court-yard, or square, built of burnt country bricks,
and enclosing a tank about 120 feet square. This is situated
about 500 yards from the Marjal river in allotment No. 233.
The most perfect wall was not more than five feet in height,
and’ ils extreme length was 380 feet. The cornice bricks, and
those inside the arches, were cut or chiselled out with rough
figures and ornamentations. There are also said to be ruins
of various buildings in the interior of this island, and among
others, thero is & mosque or temple said to have an arched roof,
and to be in & tolerably good state of preservation. Twelve
miles north in o direct line are some ruins at Masjidkur on
the east bank of the Kabadak river. The name, which means
the digging oub of & mosque, was given to the pluce by the
pioneers of cultivation who unearthed a mosque, which is still
used by tho local Muhammadans, The structure is olearly
conlemporaneous with the Batgumbaz, and this is confirmed hy
the local tradition that the mosque, was built by Khanju Alj,
and by the fact that offerings are made at this mosque in the
name of Khanja Alf, and that in the adjoining village of Amadi
there are ruins which are said to have been the Faehasri or office
of Bura Khin and Fateh Khan, lieutenants of Khinja Alj, as
well as two tombs which mark their resting place.

Historically the remains mentioned sbove are of valug, The
mosques at Iswaripur and Magjidkur, the silver cuins, which
belong to the time of the Moslem Emperors, the Muhammudan
nomes of such places ss Tirkati and Tezkati near Iswaripur, the
tradition that Iswaripur before Pratapaditys’s {ime belonged to
Musalmén rulers of the Khin race, all point to the comclusion
that the country east of the Jamuni was under Muhammadan
rule at & comparatively early date,*

The remains found from time to time in clearing forests and
reclaiming land have given rise to the belief that tho Sundarbans
formerly supported a thriving popllation and was largely nnder

]
® dntigwities of the Sundarbans, Bue?timl Raporter, 1870,
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cultivation, To this belief may be aseribed the origin of the
legend, mentioned in the fleld books of Lieutenant W. I. and
Ouptain H, Morrieson nearly o century ngo, that near the mouths
of the Malanchs end Jamuni there is a palace which is still
inhabited: during the stillness of night the great drums of the
polace and the bells may be heard, but in the day time no
such noise is noticed. This belief has been rejocted by autho-
rities such as Mr, Beveridge and Professor Blochmann. The
latter writes:—*“I have a few words to ssy on the hypothesis
which has often heen started, that the whole of the Bundarban
was once in a flowrishing condition. No convineing proof has
hitherto been adduced ; and I believe, on physical grounds, that
the supposition is impossible, The sporadic remains of tanks,
ghdts, and short roads point to mere attempts at colonization.
The old Portuguese and Dutch maps have also been frequently
mentioned as affording testimony that the Sundarban, even up
to the 16th century, was well cultivated ; and the diffculty of
identifying the mysterious names of the five Bundarban towns
Pacaculi, Cuipitavas, Noldy, Dipuria (or Dapara) and Tiparia,
which are placed on the maps of Be Barros, Blacve, and Van
den Broucke closs to the coast line, has inoclined people to believe
that they represent “lost towns’ The old Portuguese and
Dutch maps prove nothing, They support the conclusion which
I drew from Todar Mal's rent-roll, that in the 24-Parganas and
Jessore the northern limit of the Sundarban, omitting recent clear-
ings, was in the fifteenth century much the same as it is now.”*
Mr, Beveridge nlso writes in his article Were the Sundar-
bans dnhabited in anoient times #—*"This is a question which
has excited a great deal of attontion. The Bengali mind,
a8 being prone to the marvellous and to the exaltation of the
post at the expense of the present, has answered the question
in the affirmative and maintained the view that there were
formerly large cities in the Sundarbans. Bome Bengalis also
have snggested {hat the present desolate condition of the Sundar-
bans is due to subsidence of the last, and that this may have
been contemporanecus with the formation of the submarine

hollow known as the “ Swatch of no ground.” It seoms to me,

however, to be very doubtlul indeed that the Sundarbans were
ever largely peopled, and still more so that their inhabitants
lived in cities or were otherwise oivilized.”

Mz, Beveridge also points out in this connection that the fnct
that Vikramiditya chose Jasor Iswaripur as a safe retreat is the
-1_‘_ﬁ'aﬁwupi‘y ;.&_.Ehhry of Beigal, JASD, vol. XLIL, Part I,

1578 (p. 381). \
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strongest possible evidenoe of the jungly nature of the surrounding
country, for though it had been cultivated in the previous century
by Khainja Ali, the experiment had proved a failure, and in the
time of his sncoessor (P) Chind Kh#in the land had relapsed into
jungle, He then sums up as follows :~* It seems to me that the
Sundarbans have never been in a more flourishing coudition than
they are in at present. I believe that large parts of Bakirganj
and Jessore were nt one time cultivated, that they rolapsed into
jungle, and that they have soon been oleared again; and I have
also no doubt that the Courts of the kings of Bakli and of
Ciandecan imported some degree of splondour to the surrounding
country, DBut I do not believe that the gloomy SBundarbans on
the surfece of Jessore and Baikirganj were ever well peopled or
the rites of cities.”" *

* JABB, vol, XLV, 1576,
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Waex the first census was taken in 1872, the population of the Grows
district as now constituted was returned of 1,046,878,* In the9®
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succeeding decade there was a small increase of by 8'1 per cent., rrax,

the number of inhabitants rising to 1,079,948, The only thinas
which shewed a decreage were Asisuni and Morrellganj, where
the dedline was attributed mainly to the abandonment of olear-
ances in and near the Bundarbans following upon the sale of the
Morrell estate. During the next 10 years both thnas recovered
their losses, and there was a general advance except in Kalarod
and Baitaghats, where there was a slight falling off attributed
to the fact that the population had reached the limit which the
goil was capable-of supporting. The net result was that in 1891
the total population was returned at 1,177,652, representing an
inorease of 9 per cent. During the mnext decade this advance
gontinued, and the census of 1901 .disclosed a population of
1,253,048,

Two points call for notice regarding these enumerations.
The first is that the returns depend to a large extent on the
labourers from other distriots who happen to be temporarily in
the district at the time of the census and whoss number varies
with the season. How pgreatly these temporary immigrants
affect the figures in some parts may be realized from the fact
that the decresse observed in the Asasuni and Morrellganj thinas
in 1881 was ascribed partly to the fact that “ the census of 1872,
haviftg been taken early in the year, included a great number
of reapers, who come from all parts to eut the rics in the SBundar-
bans of this district, and who had finished their work and
returned when the census of 1881 was taken in & later month.”
If a oensus were to be taken in the hot weather, the population of
oertain parts would be found to be less than js actually returmed,
for the temporary immigrants would be absent, and only the

® The district was constituted in 1881 Tn 1872 two of its subdivisions, Kiulnd
and Bigherbit, formedl part of the Jessors dlatrich, ond the third, Satkhics, of the

24-Fargunes,
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fixed and permanent population would be enumerated. Even in
the cold weather a fow days' difference in the dates of enumera-
tion may make a considerable difference in the result, for the
crop may be more plentiful and the harvest more forward in one
year than in another, resulting in a larger influx of labourers.

The sccond feature which calls for notice is the number
of porsons nccounted for by tho boat population. In 1881
the latler ropresented 3'7 per cent. of the whole popula.tmn,
in 1891 over 80,000 wore enumerated in boats, and in 1901
the number was 15,000, Even these figures do mot includo
all the boating population. For the term *boat population ”
ineludes only those persons found eleeping in boats on the night of
the census, and not that numerous olass of boatmen, who, though
spending their time*afloat, come ashore to sleep every night, or
those travellers or traders who moor their boats fo the bank
ot nightfall at some convenient village and are .thus enumerated
among its inhabitants,

The results of the census of 1901 are summarized as follows
in the Bengal Census Report. “The copsus of 1901 shows
that the population has grown by 64 per cent., compared with
9 per cent. in the previousdecade, and 3'1 por cent. in the nine
years prior to 1881, This is the net result of an inoreaso of 177
per cent. in the headquarters subdivision, and G'6 per cent. in
Bagherhat, coupled with a falling-off of 15 per cent. in Batkhira.
In the latter subdivision® again the decresse is practically
confined to two thanas, Kalirod and Asisuni. In Xaldrod it is
due to the prevalence of malaria and to repeatod attacks of fever.
In this thina the vital statistics shew a considerable excess of
deaths over births, while in the district &t large the number of
births reported exceeds that of the deaths, There has also been
some emigration to the ‘(learances in the Sundarbans, where
there is & great demand for labour and wages are two or three
times as high as in Kalirod. Asisuni, which also shows a large
decrease, hns o very fluctuating population. The cause of the
falling-off has not been clearly ascertained. For some renson
{he extension of cultivation in the Sundarbans is proceeding far
more eglowly in this subdivision, and in Bagherhat, than in the
adjoining thinas of the 24-Parganas and of the Khulna head-
quarters subdivision. Satkhivd itself, which shows a elight
decline, hes suffered. from the diversion of the boat traffie
between Caloutta and Tast Bengal to channels further south ; the
health of the peopls has also been unsatisfactory. The growth
of the Baigherhat subdivision is normal and calls for no special
oomment, Cultivation is being steadily extended into the
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ghallow Uiz which form so marked a feafure of this part of
Bengal. Inthe headquarters subdivision the most noticeable
item in the statistics is the increase in the populstion of Paikgicha
thina which has grown by nearly 50 per cent. during the
decade. This is owing to the progress made in pushing back
the juugles of the Sundarbans, and to the seftlement of
cultivators on the new clearances, which altract cultivators not
only from other parts of the distriot, but also from Nadi,
Jessoro, Faridpur and other districts. The total number of
immigrants has fallen off considerably since 1891, but they are
more numerous by nearly 27,000 than they would have been, had
no fresh settlers come in to the districh, Taking the ebb and flow
together, the district seems to have gained by the movements of
the population during the decade to the extént of from 20,000 to
25,000 persons. It should be noted, however, that many of the
Sundarbans enltivators are not permanent settlers, but continue to
reside in their old homes, and only visit the Bundarbans when

: plonghing or harvesting operations are in progress.”’

: The following table shows the salient statisties of the census

v of 1901 :—

: NoMpeEn oF : | Percon
Aren in ! :;{;1;“;:: iut tm?h;%:
BrEDIVIELON, squLre T e P:?u A~ o popnIntion
HunTe
[ wilss. 'Towns.,| Villages. i mile. bim‘?'mliﬁ_m
Ebuoloi ... oy 840 1°| 9 |401F8G) 610 1y
| Bigherhiit e 0790 ki 1,045 | 863,041 6ab GG
Bitkhiti Fdd 2 | 1,467 | 488,217 G52 — 1'B
| DISTRIOT TOTAL 2,077 8 | 8441 1,268,043 €03 4 O

In the table given above the density of population is shown as Gmmans,

603 persons to the square mile, but these figures exclude the o0 b
Sutdarbans with an area of 2,688 square miles; if this tractis ;
included, the density of the district falls as low as 263 persons to Density of
the square mile. The Sundarbans tract, however, has soarcely any PoR"s-
permanent population, except along a narrow belt, which abuts

on and is practically part of the settled tract to the north. The
inhabitants of this narrow eultivated belt are included in {the police

cireles to which they lie nearest, and the only other inhabitants

are s few fishermen, wood-cutters and hunters, living in its
southern fastnesses and insignificant in pumber, whom it would be

impracticable to enumerate,
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In the distriot, as a whole, the density of population is deter-
mined by the physical features of different tracts. ‘The northern
part of the Satkhird subdivision is a [airly demsely populated
tract, resembling in its genernl physical characteristics the
adjoining thénas of Jessore, but the drainage is bad; there are
numerous swamps, and malaria is always present. Ilere the
Kalarod thina supports 806 and the Satkhird thana 738 persons
per equare mile. Until 1901 Kalarod wes the most densely
populated thana in the district, but it has now changed places
with Khulni thiina, where there axe 851 persons for every square
mile, “I know by personal experience,” wrote the Magistrato
in 1891, “that all the land in the Kaldrof thina has already
been cultivated, and there is no room for any expansion of culti-
vation. While the southern thénas import labour largely for
transplanting and reaping paddy, Kaldrod, like the neighbouring
thinas of Jessore, which it resembles in many respects, exporte
it He anticipated that the population of Kaliroi had reached
ite limit, and the decline observed in LB01 shows the correctness
of his forecast.

The other northern thinns are also low-lying, and lils ave
large and numerous, but the country is more open ond there is
loss jungle, whilo the stagnant pools and tanks, which are so
common in north Sa&tkhird, are rarely seen. In these thiinas
there is still room for expamsion, and much of the 4/ land is
capable of reclamation.” Here the density varies from 419 per
square mile in Baitdghita to 851 per square mile in Khulna.
The southern thinas include large areas in the Sundarbans,
where there is an immense qzmnﬁty of fertile land awaiting the
axe and the plough. The ]uugle is steadily being pushed back,
and every year more land is being brought under eultivation.
A great deal of the work of reclamation is carried out hy
persons whose permanent homes are elsewhere, but the number
of regular settlers is graduslly growing, Here the Rampal
thina supports 388 persons per square mile and is the most
thinly populated part of the district.

At the census of 1601, the number of residents of other
districts epumerated in ]Ihu.lnﬁ was 65,717, representing 5 per
cent. of the population. Most of these came from contiguous
districts, espectilly Backergunge and Jessore, which supply many
of the oultivators on new clearances in the Sundarbans, but a large
number alw»g&me from Faridpur. The number of immigrants
from these three-districts alone was 48,482, Some of the immi-
grants have settled permanently in tlw district, but the exoess of
males shows that ‘many are still domiciled elsewhers, Among

\‘
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immigrants fmm distant places may be mentioned the Bunis, an
aboriginal tmba, who bave come from Bankurd and Burdwin
and settled in {he neighbonrhood of Khulna, They migrated
here with their women and children for the purpose of clearing
jungle, and many remained to oultivate land on their own
account.

The great majority of the immigrants, however, only come
for a time to cultivete tho marshy land which is so plentiful in the
distriot. Buch land is too low to be used for permanent habitation
ond it is accordingly largely oultivated by people, locally known
as diwdls, who come from other and more densely peopled tracts,
erect temporary huts, and go away after growing and reaping
their paddy. This temporary population is increased during the
reaping season by a population of a still more temporary character,
viz., the reapers, who return to their homes as soon as the harvest
has heen gathered. A number of fishermen also come every year
from Ohittagong, build huts in the Sundarbans, and remain for
three or four months after the rains, catching and salting fish.
Desides these, a fair number of up-country men come to the
distriet to trade or to seek employment as constables, day labourers,
door-keepers, grooms, sweepers, shoe-makers, eto.,, but they
generally return to their homes after they have made a little
money.

Generally speaking, the only immigration of sny magnitude,
which has been taking place in recent times, is that of cultivators
from Backergunge who seftle down on newly-reclaimed lands in
Morrellganj. Professional men from Jessore also find employ-
ment in the courts and offices at EhulnA, but otherwise immigra-
tion is either very insignifioant in its dimensions or ephemeral in
charaoter, ¢.g., a doctor comes from Hooghly, a pleader from
the 24-Parganas, and a retired Deputy Magistrate from Caleutta,
reapers come for e short time from Jessore and Nadid, and
boatmen pass through from Dacca and Pabna. °

The volume of emigration is not large, only 25,883 or 2
per cent. of the population being enumerated in other districts
at the ocensus of 1901 ; and of these 19,683 were emumerated
in contiguous distriets. The etruggle for existence has not yet
become at all keen, except in thina Kalérod ; bofh cultivators
and labourers earn enough at home, and therefore do not
find it necessary to go to other distriots to earn a living. In
Kaliroi wages are low, and the landless classes periodically go
elsewhere to earn sometbing to eke out the wages they get at
home. They do not, however, find it necessary to leave the
district, but only go to the southern thinas, where they help
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to reap the plentiful harvests, and then return home, bringing
with them the wages earned by them in money and kind. In
the same way, Hindus of high ocaste living on the banks of
the Kabadek, the Bhadri or the DBhairab, who find that they
cannot get a eufficient quantity of fertilo land in their own
neighbourhood, turn their eyes to the fertilo south, obtain a
ganthi or large allobmont, settle it in plots with the actual
oultivators, and maintain their families on the differenco botween
the rents they receive and those they pay.

In Khulni there is not much distinction between the urban
and rural population, for there are no industries or manufactures
nocessitating the formation of towns, and almost the entire
population subsists on agriculture. Thore aro 3 towns, Khulné,
Satkhird and Debhata, containing altogether 24,230 inhabitants,
representing 2 per cent. of the population. The remainder of

the population is contained in 3,441 villages, the majority of

which are of no very large size, for 46 per cent. of the rural
population live in villages containing under 500 inhabitants
and 47 per cent. in villages with between 500 and 2,000
inhabitants. These villages are found almost entirely in the
more settled tracts to the north of the distriot, the villages
in the eouth being few in number and consisting gonersally of
& cluster of cultivators’ huts. In the Sundarbans they are even
fower and smaller, for the esttlers there do not tend, as in
other places, to group themselves into villages, this being
probably ome result of their having holdings so large that
it is most convenient to live near them. Dut whatever the
cause, many of the village names on the map represents no
gites of villages as we usually understand a village, but wide
stretches of waving paddy, with homesteads ecattered about

them, where the cultivators’ families live apparently in perfect

seclusion.

The language commonly spoken is the dialect of Bengali,
called eastern or Musalmin Bengali, the distingnishing feature
of which is a large admixture of Persian and Arabic words in
its vooabulary., A minor dialect is that known as east-central
Bengali or the form of eastern Bengali spoken in this district,
Jessore and the greater part of Faridpur. Iindi, according to
the census of 1901, is spoken by 4,716 persons as compared with
3,640 in 1881, a fact which points to an incrensed demand for
labourers from up-country.

The population is almost equally divided between Muham-
madans and Hindus, the former numbering 682,216 or 56046
per cent, and the latter 619,123 or 40-41 per cent. There are
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very few members of other religions, Christians numbering 1,275
and members of all other religions only 429,

Census statistios for the lnst 20 years show _ that the Maham-
proportion of Muhammadans in the population is gradually medsns.
decreasing, while that of Hindus is steadily incrensing, This
appears to be due to the fact that the Muhammadans make but
fow proselytes, thongh some Hindus may here and there lose
caste and adopt the religion of Islim, and to the fiet that n large
proportion of the Hindus coneist of castes of aboriginal descent,
sich a8 Chandals and Pods, who aro extremely hardy, indunstrious
aud thrifty, while their habits, which are almost amphibious,
specially qualify them for Living in the fen country which forms
g0 large a part of the district. It istrue that a large proportion
of the Musalmans also ave descendants of converted Chandals and
Pods, but their conversion is said to have brought sbout changes
which have rendered them unfit to compete with their unconverted
congeners. In the first place, many have ceased to be fishermen,
and oonsequently have given up the amphibious life which is
of such great servico fo the Chandils and Pods; and in the
next place, the consciousness that their religion isone of & race
of conquerors and rulers, the polygamous habits which they
have adopted, snd the seclusion of their females, have combined
to impair their habits of hardihood, thrift and industry, and to
render them plessure-loving and indolent.

Muhammadans preponderate in thina Kalarod, while their
proportion to the total population is least in thinas Baitaghata,
Paikgichd and Asisuni. These variations are probably due to
their greater or less adaptability, and to the circumstances of the
different thénas, and not to any loss or gain in the vitality of the
two religions, which, so far as Khulni is concerned, have almost
censed to be active forces. In Ialirod, where the struggle for
existence has become very keen, the Musalmins are more inured
to poverty and want than the Hindus, among whom there are no
large hardy classes of semi-aboriginal descent, like the Chandils
and Pods, who would probably have competed snccessfully with the
Musalmins., Similarly, in Baitaghata, Paikgicha, and Asasuni,
the comperative paucity of Muhsmmadans is attributed to com=-
petition with the Chandils and Pods.

There appears to be little doubt that this distriot Wwas originally Hindue.
peopled by the Chandals and Pods, the former occupying the
eastern and the latter the western half of it. In all probability,
they were originally bhunters and fishermen, the Pods following
the latler calling almost exclusively, while some of the Chandils
were hunters also. "When the higher Hindu castes migrated into
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the district, they cooupied the comparatively high lands on the
banks of the rivers; while the Chandils and Pods were driven into
the jungles to the south of the district, or to the low marshy
traots between the different rivers. Thus, we find the high caste
Hindus settled mainly along the banks of the Jamund, Betng,
Kabadak, Bhairab, and along the Naukhali and its continuation,
the Batkhird Kidi—the former of which must have been a river
of some size af one {ime, though it has now silted up; while the
COhendals and Pods live in the intervening marshes and in the
jungles to the south. Apparently the only case in which high
oaste Hindus penetrated very far south wes when Praifipiditya
founded Iswaripur ; and this seems to have been due to the fact that
ho was in search of a eafe vefuge for himself and his adherents,
and went further afield than he would have otherwise done,

Of the 1,275 Christinns enumerated in 1901, no less than
1,228 were natives, the great majority being converts of the
Baptist Mission, which has been at work in this distriet for about
40 years. At first, the headquarters of this Mission were at
Jessore, the missionary in charge there visiting the Christians
living in the Bundarbans, but as the OChristian community
inoreased, a separats missionary was, appointed for Khulnd. The
Migsion now has 18 churches and 24 schools in the district and
carries on its work mostly amongst the cultivating classes in the
Sundarbans., The Oxford Mission also has a station at Bhelabuna,
8 Bundarbans village situated ,on the Passur, about 30 miles
gouth of Khulni; and there are some Roman Catholio Christians
at Malaghchi in the SBundarbans, who are visited occasionally
by their priests. The number of Christians has inereased
congiderably in recent years, rising from 747 in 1881 to 963 in
1891 and to 1,275 jn 1901. Nearly the whole number are
inhabitants of thinas Khulng, Paikgichs and Rampal.

In s distriet such as Khulnd, where a large proportion of
the population consists of femi-Hinduized castes of aboriginal
descent, where the people suffer from fever and other diseases in
the more settled parts, and where attempts to reclaim the waste
are endangered by the attacks of wild animals, it is not altogether
surprising that the more ignorant should believe in spirits or
deities, who can be induced, if duly propitiated, to ward off disease
and to protect them from danger in the forests. Among the
godlings of disease two may be mentioned—Jwara Nariysn and
Bitala, '

Jawara Nariyan, also known ns Jwara DBhairab and
JwarSsur, is the name given to the fever godling. He is said to
have been specially oreated by Biva to fight on the side of Bén
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Raja, when oppealed to by that monarch for help against
Krishno's invading army. His image is of a sky-blue oolour,
with three heads, three feet, six hands and nine eyes. Ile is
worshipped mainly by the lower castes with the aid of a Brihman
priest, when malarial fever is prevalent or when a member of the
family recovers from a dangerous illness. Goats are sacrificed,
and offerings are made of rice, fruit, milk and sweets. The
worship is performed on a Tuesday or Saturday atsome place
outside the village, and the idol is left there afterwards. BSitals is
the well-known goddess of small-pox, but in Khulnd she is
regarded by the Pods, not merely as the goddess of small-pox, but
ag their main deity. If a person is earried off by a tiger, or
his crops are destroyed by wild animals, it is thought that it is
because he has incurred the displeasnre of Bitala.

An even more ourious instance of superstition is the exorcism Exorclem

of wild animals in the Sundsrbans, of which the following
aceount is condensed from an article by Mx. D. Sunder, formerly
Commissioner in the Sundarbans®:—

Those who have visited the Sundarbans between the months of
October and May have observed the brisk trade which is carried
on during that period in timber, "Wood-cutters come in boats
from Barisil, Khulng, Faridpur, Calentta and other districts, and
enter the forests of the Bundarhans for the purpose of cutting

of wild

snimnls,

timber. These places are full of man-eating tigers, and the loss ’

of life that annually occurs from the attacks of these brutes is so
heavy that nothing will persuade wood-cutters to proceed to the
jungles without their fakir, He is the one person who is
believed to possess power to disperse tigers, and also to prevent
them from attacking anybody or causing loss of life. The belief
in the power of the fukir is so great that wood-cutters and others
declare that even crocodiles, which are also the cause of great loss
of life, are under his control. It is.said that he can make them
rise or sink in water by his charms, and by his exorcisms close
their mouths and prevent them from doing any harm.

No work is begun in the forests by wood-cutters, until the
fakir has gone through his charms and incaniations, and has
performed a ceremony for the dispersion of all noxious animals,
On arrival at the block of land selected for the wood-cutting
operations, the fokir repeats a obarm for the eafety of the hoat
and then goes ashore with the wood-cutters and select a pisce of
ground on which to propitiate the deities. The jungle is cleared
there, and the fakir makes a circle on the ground with his right

# Exorciem of Wild Animals in the Syndarbons, JASB, Part I17, 1805
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foot and then repeats more incantations. After #his, he builds
goven small huts, with stakes and leaves, within his circle.
Beginning on the right, the first hut is dedicated to Jaga-
bandhn, the friend of the world, and the second to Mahideva,
the destroyer. The third is assigned to Maned, the goddess: of
snnkes ; next to it a small platform is erected in honour of
Rupapori, a spirit of the jungle; and beyond this again is a hut
divided into two compartments—one for I{ali, the other for her
danghter Kalimayd. Then there is another small platform, on
which offerings are made to Orpori, s winged spivit of the
jungle; after this is a hut with two compartments, one being for
Kimeswari and the other for Burbi Thikurdini, and then a tree,
ealled Rakshyi Ohandi (another name for Iali), the trunk
of whioh is smeared with vermilion. No offerings are made to
it., Then come two more huts, with two compartments in each
and flags flying over them. The firsb hut is reserved for Ghasi
Saheb and his brother Kalu, and the next is for his son Chawal
Pir and his nephow Ra&m Ghazi. The last deity propitiated is
Bastu Devata (the earth), who has no hut or platform, but
receives offerings placed on plantain leaves on the ground. The
offering to the different deifies are simple enongh, consisting of
rice, plantains, coconuts, sugar, sweetmeats, eto. ; chirdghs or small
earthen lamps are lit; pots of water covered with mango leaves
*and decorated with an image of the deity in vermilion are put
out; and flags are hung over the huts,

When everylhing is ready and the offerings have been
erranged, the fukir retives fo purify himsclf. He has a bath, and
returns wearing & dhoti provided for him by the wood-cutters,
with his hands, srms, and forehead smearsd with wermilion.
Then, with hands folded before his face, he goes on his knees,
bows his head to the ground, and remains in this attitude for a
few seconds before each of the deities in succession, offering
up prayers to each of them. After finishing his prayers,
the fakir proceeds to ascertain whether a tiger is present
in the loeality or not, bidding it roar on the right or left
ageording to its position. e then blows over his arm, and spans
it from the elbow to one of his fingers. If the span meets the
end of any finger exnctly, the fakir waits a few minutes and
gpar 8 a second time, If the span fails to meet the same finger
exaclly, it is o sign that a tiger is present and the fwkir has to
drive it off. He is said to be able to do this by repeating an
incartation : —“In the name of my brothers Hingli, Bingli and
Mangala, and the.horses of Ghazi Saheb, also in the name of
Barkat (God). O mother Kameswaxi, thou art uppermost in my
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mind; I have put Azsael, the rider, on the backs of the tigers
end tigresses of this jungle. Go eastivard, thou of colour of
fire ; go eastward or westward, go to the right-about, I command
thee, and feed thyself by killing deer and pig. I{ this my
charm fails, may the top-knot of Mahideva fall at the feet of
Kali.” Hingli, Bingli and Mangala, mentioned in this charm,
are said to be deities of the jungles and {he fathers of tigers,
whilo Azrael is alleged to be a spirit who always rides on the
backs of tigers.

The fukir then repeats charms for the protection of the wood-
cutters and himself, After this, in order to closs the eyes of
the tiger, the fukir repeats an incantation, beginning—* Dust |
dust! The 'finest dust be on thy eyes, O tiger and tigress, *
Bpecial charms are repeated, if a tiger is seen in the jungle
prowling anywhere near the wood-ontters, or is believed to be in
their vieinity, or if the growl of a tiger is heard anywhere near
the place where wood-cutting is going on.  That the sakir is
thoroughly belisved in by wood-cutters,” writes Mr. Sunder,
“there is no doabt, and it iz equally certain that his charms
and exorcisms give them courage to enter the forests and
embolden them to work there, notwithstanding the variety of
dangers by which they are surrounded. Without him they- would
be utterly helpless. That his exorcisms and incantatioms have
little effect has been proved, for it often happens thai the fukir
himself, instead of the wood-cutters, is carried off by the tiger.”

Mr. Sunder also mentions some quaint instanoes of superstitious
beliefs about tigers common among the people who inhabit or
work in the Sundarbens. *“There is a superstition that the
tongue of & tiger is a sure remedy for enlarged spleen. It
may be token in two ways. A esmall piece should be out and
put within the upper part of a ripe plantain, and the patient
should bite that part of the plantain and swallow it the first thing
in the morning, for five consecutive days. Amnother way is to
grind a bit of the tongue with a peppercorn into a paste, mix it
with a little hukkah water, and drink it every morning for seven
days. The whiskers of a tiger are considered to be a cupe for
foot-and-mouth disease among cattle. A few hairs of the whiskers
should be tied in a piece of cloth to a leg of the sick animal, and
it is believed that all vermin on the cattle will instantly drop off.
The fat of o tiger is aleo much sought after, for it is believed to
be an infallible remedy for rheumatism. It should be rubbed over
the affected parts of the body night and morning. Ths ekin of a
tiger is considered to be a cure for ophthalmis. It should be
burnt and ground into a paste with Aukkah water sud applied all
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round the affected eye. Tiger claws are often worn by men and
women as a charm against altacks from tigers, Ohildren some-
times wear tiger claws mounted on silver as & charm against the
evil eye.

“ When a tiger carries off & mdnjhi of a boat, the helm used by
him is removed from the boat and planted with the blade upwards
on the spot where the man was killed, and a piece of white cloth,
with some rice tied in o corner of it, is attached to the helm.
When & boatman is killed by o tiger, his oar is planted, blade
upwards, on the place where he was attaoked, and a white flag,
with some rice tied in & corner of i, is fixed to the oar. If any
person attempt to remove either the helm or the oar and fail to
draw it out of the ground by a single pull, it is believed that he
will be Lilled by a iiger; but mobody ever interferes with the
simple memorials to the dead, which are seen on the banks of
streams and in the jungles thronghout the Sundarbans,” *

Ghazi Saheb and his brother Kalu mentioned in the above
account are said to have been Muhammadan pirs or saints, who
had complete power over all living things., It is believed that
they possessed the power of bringing to pass whatever they
desired, snd that tigers would come to them or disperse at their
command ; also that they used to ride about the jungles on tigers.
They are venerated both by Muhammadans and Hindus, and
whenever apy person desires to enter any jungle, he first bonds
to the ground, with hands folded before his face, and says: “In
the name of Gthézi Saheb.” Having done this, he goes into the
jungle, believing that Ghazi Siheb will leep him perfectly sofe.
Fukirs and others are unable fo say who Gthazi Saheb was; but in
the Bengal Census Report of 1901, Mr. Grait writes as follows
“ Zindah Ghazi from Zindik-i-Ghaszi, ‘ conqueror of infidels,’ rides
on & tiger in the Bundarbans, and is the patron eaint of wood-
mtbam, whom he is supposed to protect from tigers and arocodiles.
He is sometimes idenfified with Ghasi Miyin and sometimes
with Ghizi Madar. One Mubammadan gentlumun tells me he
is Badiraddin Shih Madar, who died in A.H. 840 fighting
against the infidels, Songs are sung in his honour and offerings
are made after o safe return from a jowrney, Hindu women
often make vows to have songs sung to him if their children
reach a certain age. Iis shrine is believed to be on a mountain
called Madaria in the Himalayas.”

Amnother pir of great local repute is Khiin Jahdn, or as he is
known locally Khinja Ali, the warrior saint of the Sundarbans,
whose history has been givenin the previous chapter. Various

L * Baorcism of Witd Animalys in the Sundarbaps, J.A.8,B, Part 111, 1808,
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traditions cling to his name—among 'others, that he hecame
pions in his old age and entered his tomb while still alive to escape
from @ punitive force sent against him by Jahangir. He is
now regarded as o saint; miraculous cures are enid to be effected
at his tomb; and there is a special yeaxly feslival when people
come to make offerings. B

Acoording to the census of 1801, no lees than 201,785 Muham- Mosaw.

madans are Sheikbs and 284,573 are Atraf or Ajlaf, the only
other class with more than 10,000 representatives being Jolahas,
who number 206,937. The bhigher classes form a very small
minority, only the Pathfins (9,183) and Baiyads (3,370) numbering
over 1,000,

Locally, however, the most common dassification js that of Ashrit
Ashraf and Atraf. The former are the descendants of pure yige.

Musalmins, who came into the distriet from Northern India; the
latter are the descendants of semi-Hinduized aborigines, prins
cipally Chandals and Pods, and of low caste Hindus, who were
converted to Jelim., The word Ashraf is the plural of Sharif,
and the designation means therefore the patriciana or nobles,
while the word Atraf, which is the plural of faraph, is commaonly
understood as meaning the common people or the masses, the
low born or the plebeians, The people to whom it is applied do
not demur to its use and frankly admit their inferiority to the
Asghrif. They do not, however, know or admit that they are
descondants of converls to Islim; according to them, they are
the tillers of the soil, while the Ashrif do not cultivate the land
with their own hands. The latter title is scrupulously confined to
those families who are pure Musalmins by extraction, and it is
only they who usa the tribal titles of Saiyad, Mir and Khan.
The Atraf carefully avoid the tribal titles used by them, except
that of Sheikh, In addition to the title of Sheikh, which
serves to mix up the ‘Ashraf and Atraf Lo some extent, the latter
have distinetive titles of their own, such as Sardfr, Ghazi, Mandal
or Moral, oto. As"in the case of the Hindus, the Ashraf who
first migrated into the district took up their abode on the banks of
the rivers, while the Atraf, like their unconverted brethren, dwelt
in the jungles in the south of the distriot or in the marshy traots
which lie between the rivers.

The only Hindu castes numbering over 25,000 are the Chandils, Hmow
Pods, Kyasths, Kaibarttas and Brihmans, A brief acoount of SA#7=s.

each of thess castes is given below :—

By far the moet numerons Hindu castes in Khuln@ are the Chandils
Pods and the Chandils, or as they now call themselves, Namas or 0d Fods
-Namastidras, The former number 120,607, and the latter

r
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105,495 ; and between them they account for nearly ome-third of
the total Hindu population. The Pods are described as being
the most hard-working aund thrifty people in the distriet, and
their habits and mode of life as exceptionally well-suited to the
oircumstances of the country in which thoy live. They are,
moreover, peace-loving and law-abiding, and not at all litigious,
The Chandals, who, with the Pods, are believed to have been the
original settlers of the district, are, in their habits and modes of
lifa equally well-snited to the cireumstances of the district, but
have not inereased in the same proportion, They nre less thrifty
than the Pods and have probably always been more pugnacious
and less penceful than the latter. Af any rafe, the less advanced
members of the Chandal caste are now oxtromely turbulent; and
with the Musalmfins, many of whom are descended from tho samse
snoestors, they are responsible for most of the riots that take
place in the district.*

At the same time, it should be stated that, as a community,
the OChandils or Namasiidras shew considerable aptitude for
orgonization and that the ideals pursued by the better classcs
emong them seem praiseworthy. As an instance of this, ma
be mentioned o conference recently held (in March 1908), which
was attended by Namasiidras from Khulna, the adjoining districts,
and some distriots of Fastern Dengal. From the published
reports it appears that ifs objects were the spread of education,
the establishment of & permanent fund, and the removal of social
evils,. In pursuance of those objects, the following rosolutions
were passed :—* (1) That the Namasiidra conferonce be made
permanent by yearly meetings to be held in different distriets for
the discussion of social matters and the spread of education.
(2) That a village committee be formed in every Namasiidra
village, and unions of 15 such villages, and a distriet committee
in every district, (3) That for acquiring funds for a Nama-
giidra contribution fund, village committees, unions and district
committees be authorized to collect subseriptions. A handful
of rice should be set apart before meals in every family, and
collected weekly by the village committee. Every member of
village committee will pay a monthly subseription of one anna,
of unions two annas, and of district committess four annas,
Three per cent. of the expenses inourred in sraddha, marri
and. other occasions must be reserved for this fund, (4) That
88 some active measure should be adopted towards sodial reform,
it is resolved that any Namasiidra marrying his son under

* The above aceount is derived from the District Census Report of 1591,
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20 or daughter under 10 will be excommunicated. The come
mittees and unions must be spedally careful about striot
compliance with this resolution.”

The following story regarding the origin of the Pods and
Chandals is current in Khulnd:—A beautiful girl suceumbed
to the blendishments of a low-caste lover and gave birth to
& son. The intrigue and its result were kept secret, and in
due course the givl wes married to & man of hor own rank
in life, Bho had several other sons, who were brought up in
comfort, while her fixst-born shifted for himself as best he could.
‘When the legitimate children grew wup, they learnt the story
of their mother’s frailty and persecuted their half-brother in all
poesible ways. Once, when he was away from home, they pulled
up his paddy seedlings and planted them upside down. This was
more than the bastard could bear, and he was about to commit
suicide when the goddess Lakshmi appeared and caused the
plants to bear a crop of golden grain, The bastard is seid to
be the ancestor of the Pods, while the legitimate sons were
the forebears of the Chandals.*

The Kayaaths, who number 39,385, are chiefly Dakshin IR&rhis, Ragasths.
except those who live in the south and west of the Sftkhird sub-
division, who are prindpally members of the Bangaja sub-caste.
These latter belong to the Taki Samaj, and acknowledge as their
loaders the Babus or Rajis of Nunnagar, who are said to be
the descendanis of Ilachu Rai, the ocousin of the celebrated
Pratapaditya.

The Kaibarttas, who number 36,167, are agriculturists and Kaibart.
fishermen, who in many respects possess qualities similar to those to*
of the Pods. DBut they are not so well-suited fo the circumstances
of the district, ns they ecannot adapt themselves in the same
manner to land subject Lo be inundated by salt water.

The Brihmans of the district are mainly Rarhi, with a small Brilwans,
gprinkling of DBirendia Brihmans. DBesides the Rarhi and
Barendra Brihmans found all over the district, there is a small
colony of Kanyakubja or Kanaujia Brahmans in the villages of
(Gnird and Chendanpur close to Chandurid in its extreme north-
western corner, Some of these families appear to have been
established in their present homes for four or five generations,
while others say that they immigrated seven generations ago.
The head of one of the former families states that his ancestors
first came fo, and seltled in, Murshidabad ; bub later on, during
the troublous times of the Maratha invasions, they soughi -

# T A, 8 B, Vol. LXXIJ, Part 8, 1808,
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and found shelter in the locality in which they have sinoce
been established. :

The other high onstes haye but few representatives, and it is
noticeable that the Daidyas, who are so numerous elsowhers,
number only 1,641, They are almost entirely Iarhis and appear
to have been established in this dislrict in comparatively early
times, Most of the leading fmmilies of this caste have some
tradition to the effect that they came from other districts to the
north and west, but they cannot give any definite ivformation on
the subjeot.

Among other costes found in Khulnd may be mentioned
the Pirilis, the descendants of Hindus who became Muhammadans
because they wero outcasted for having been forced fo taste or
smell forbidden food cooked by a Muhammadan, Some only of
the Pirilis are Muhammadans, and many of them still retain
Hindu beliefs and onstoms. Others have sucoeeded to a certain
extent in recovering their original caste and have remained
Hindus, They are said to be named after a Brahman apostats,
named Pir Ali, the diwdn of Khian Jahiin or I{hénja Ali, who
ruled in Ehulod about four centuries ago. Tradition says that
he became a Muhammadan in consequence of a trick played
upon him by Khinja Ali. The story goes that during the
Ramzin the Brihman presented Khénja Al with a bouquet
of flowers, and when he iphaled the perfume, had the impru-
denoce to reproach him for breaking the fast, saying “In our
Sdastras, it is written that smelling is half eating, (dghrdnam
ardha bhojanam).”” The Nawib took a grim vengeance. Some
time afterwards, he gave a banquet to which he invited the
Brahman, and when the latter emfered the room, had a door
opened, behind which a steaming broth of beef was being pre-
pared. . The unfortunate Hindu at once raised his cloth to his
nose to keep out the polluting odour, but his attempt was vain and
the Nawib taunted him in his own words:—“Let me remind
you that, according to your Sdstras, smelling is half eating.”
The Hindu’s caste was gone, and he was obliged to turn Musal-
man, adopting the name of Muhammad Tahir, though he is
more generally known as Pir Ali. It is said that the great
Tagore family of Pathuridghati in Caloutta are descended from
the son born to him while still & Brihman.*

The dietary of the great majority of the people is a simple

a8 EHULNA.

onapsc- Oné, consisting principally of rice, fish and vegetables, but
TRRISTICE: Muhammadans indulge in animal food when they can afford it.

2 See aleo Hindu Ogster and Seets (pp. 110-124) by Jogendrn Nith
tht-tiehﬁr;l.
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As a rule, the first meal is taken in the morning hefore the Foud.
work of the day begins ; there is a slight repast at noon ; and
all finishoff with a meal about nine o’clock at night. '

The ordinary dress of o well-fo-do man consists of a waist- Olathing.
oloth (dhuét), a ootton sheet or shawl (ehddar), snd sometimes a
sort of ocont (pirdn). A oultivator in average ciroumstances
clothes himself in a waistoloth, and o senxf (gameld) which he
wenrs over his shoulder, the material being of stouter and coarser
cloth ihan that of a shopkeeper's dress, In the cold socason,
the shopkeeper wears a ohddar or shawl of broadcloth, sbout 8}
yards in length, not made up in sny way, but simply cut from
the piece; while the oultivator wears a ohddar of stout cotton
cloth, with a kdnild, or large cotton quilt, as o covering at night.
Cloats, vests, shirts and comforters are now sometimes used even
by oultivators and boatmen, and cheap imported woollen
wrappers are gradually replacing country-made cotton chadars
for winter wear. By women thoe sdri is universally worn, one
end being draped over the head and shoulders and fastened
to the waist piece, '

The houses are not clustered together in villages, as that goyee.
term is understood in other parts, but each is practically a home-
stead, standing in its own little patch of land and eurrounded by
& small orohard of fruit and palm tress, The highest ground
available is selected ; and where the site is low, it is laboriously
raised by excavation, with the result that there are hollows and
pits in every compound, which in the rains are filled with stag-
nant water. A respeotable shopkeeper's houss is built of swndr
posts, bamboo, and reed mats. The floor, which is of mud, is
raised two or thres feet sbove the surface of the ground. The
sides of the house are made of reed mats, with spilt bamboos
laid aoross, whioch are sometimes painted black. The roof is
thatched with straw, san grass (a slender long grass which does
not easily rot in the rains), and golpatd or the leaves of the
hantal or wild date plam, The hut consists of one room about
30 feet long by 15 feet broad, with narrow verandahs in front
and abthe back, with mud steps leading to them. It has usu-
ally two doors placed opposite to each other, the panels being
get in wooden frames. On each side of the door are windows
to admit air and light. In dddition to this building, & shop-
keeper has also a cooking-house, where he and his family take
their meals, & cow-shed, and two or three granaries (golds) for
storing rice. These are situated at ashort distance from the shop,
but the whole of the buildings forming the homestead are sur-
rounded by & fence composed of reeds plaited together.
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The walls of the cultivators’ houses are built of mud or
oonsist of reed mats, with bamboo or gardn posts, the roof being
thatched. The floor is made of mud, generally raised about
three feet above the level of the outside ground, but in the better
claes of houses floors raised to the height of six or eight feet
are not uncommon. The house of a husbandman in moderate
circumstances has usually about five rooms; the principal voom
has & narrow verandah in front, with mud steps leading up to it.
On one side is o small room used as a kitchen: sometimes,
hnwawr, the cook-room is a geparate hut, On the other side
is anothor small room where the women of the family husk
rico ; and there are also a granary and o cow-shed, detached
fmm the house.

In the town of Khulnd, as well as in the interior, many
substantial houses, generally one-storeyed, have of late been oon-
structed by well-to-do people, especially zamindars and pleaders ;
but the middle and poorer classes live in huts as described above.
The number of brick-built houses is gradually increasing.

Amuse- The principal amusements of the people consist of various

‘ments:  usical and thealrical entertainments, bont races, horse races,
ete. A popular entertninment consists of matches betwoen kabir-
dals, i.e., parties (dal) of singers (kedi), of which thero are report-
ed to he 300 or 400 in this district, Hach party consists of eight or
ten men, with a headman, who is the real fabi, Two rival parties
are hived t ogive a performance on some festive occasion, either
in private houses or ab common meeting places inthe villages, the
charge being Re. 20 or Rs, 25 a night. The headman of one party
recites impromptu verses, which are repeated by his followers,
and then the other party follows suit. The verses recited gemer-
ally deal with pome religious theme, but in their keenness to
outdo one another, the performers, at least in publie places, rally
and ridieule their rivals with rhymes of an abusive character,
The whole performance is thus often strikingly like that des-
eribed by Horace: * Frscenning per hunc inventa lisentia morem
Verstbus allernis opprobia rustica fudit.” The kabis are generally
recruited from low closs Hindus, but there are some Muham-
madans among them ; leading habis are found at Mansi, Fakirhit
and Boalia,
. The jatrd is an entertainment of a higher class, consisting of
the performance of a mythological piece, generally selected from
the Ramdyana or Mahabhdraia. The performers are organized
parties of musicians called jatrdwalds, each party oonsisting
of men and boys who represent different characters; the female
parts are taken by some of the boys or men with clean-shaven
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foces, They sing, dance, and also give musical conoerts,
The jalrawalds are professional men, who are hired out to give
performances in the houses of well-to-do people on the ocoasion
of the Durghpiija or other religious and wedding festivities.
They are also engaged for the baraydris organized by the people
of ome or more neighbouring villages, who raise subscriptions
amongst themselves to pay their fees. Usually, the performances
are given at night, and continue for several nights; they are
keenly onjoyed by the simple rustics, male and female, Hindu
and Muhammadan, There are three or four local jéérd parties,
and occasionally partios of specinl skill ave engaged from othex
districts or Caloutta, They charge Ra. 50 to Rs. 100 for a night's
performance. The educated middle classes in Khulna, Bagher-
hit and Batkhir, and in advanced villages like Senhati, Mulghar
and Magurs, have also formed themselves into amateur dramatio
societies, their performances being given at night in houses built
and set apart for the purpose.

The ldraydris mentioned above also play an important part
in village life, nearly every big village having o place called
the baraydritald for their performance. Beveral influential
men of one or more villages form themselves into a committes,
styling themselves Pandd, and raise a fund for the performance
of the bdrayiri. When a sufficient sum—it may be Rs. 100,
Ris, 200, or more—has becn collected, they decide on the best way
to spend it. As a rule, o small portion is spent on the pijg of
some god, godling, or goddess, snch as Kali, whose image
is set up under a ghed, in front of which bamboo posts
are erected, forming s quadramgle. A shdmidnd or canopy
is spread over them, and mats and daris are laid out for the
sudience ; enclosed geats are aleo provided for parddnashin
women of respectable families, ESome goats are sacrificed before
the image, and the subsoribers then partake of a feast provided
from the lareydri fund., Either o jdfré or kabi party, or both
when funds permit, are hived, and their performances ave enjoyed
for several days and nights by the people of the neighbourhood,
who -come in large numbers to see them. In the village of
Tilak, opposite Khulnd, a Jdraydri on a grand scale is celebrated
every year and is the ocoasion of a large fair, Muhammadans
also willingly join in the ddrapdris, slthough Hindus are the
prinoipal organizers, Hindu idols are worshipped, and the jdtrd
and Zabi parties perform Hindu mythological pieces.

Another musical entertainment is called ghdsirgdn, which
consists of songs sung in honour of Gthazi after the cultivating
geason is over. The Muhammadans at this time go about in
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emall bands of 8 or 10 men singing such songs on receipt of small
foes. The Hindus similarly form bhajanddr parties, ie,, 10 or 12
persons form themselves into a party and sing songs in praise
of Biva and Gaurl during the Nilpiija festival to the great delight
of the rustics,

Hero, as elsowhere, kite-flying matohes between parties of
sbout four men are a popular amusement. The malches are
governed by rules regarding the size of the kites, the length of
the string, ete. The strings are coated with powdored glass
stuck on with glue, and each party tries to manwuvre its kite
80 a8 to eut the string or, even better, the end of the rival kive.
Races between country-bred ponies of different villages take
place during various festivals, the principal villages engaging in
this sport being Chhagladaha, Solpurbaf, Ghazirhat, Biromani
and Daulatpur. Swimming matches are also general.

Boat races are even more popular, as is only natural in a
distriot where almost every man is a hoatman. They are held
practically all over the district, and among other places at
Xhulna, Kalabir, Katenga, Chhachaidaha, Nagorkandi, Laupila,
and Bagherhat. The racing canoes or boats are 50 to 100 feet
long, and are manned sometimes by as many as 60 pairs of
rowers. The villagers who form the crew come each with his
own paddle, for practically every maon in this fen district hes o
paddle of his owm, These races are o picturesque sight and give
rige to the wildest excitement. The boats sweep along with great
speed, while the rowers keep time to the songs of a man standing
up in the boat, and cateh up the refrain.

Numerous festivals and fairs are held abt different places in
the district. Among these may be mentioned the faire held at
Budhhaté in the S8atkhird subdivision during the Hindu festivals
of Rasjatrd, Durgipliji and Kalipiija; at Asisuni during the
Doljatrd ; at Jhiudingd during the Bnanjatrd; at Kheerd
during the Raejitrd; and at Kalind and Nunnagar in elternate
years during the Doljatra held in honour of Gobind Deb, whose
idol was brought from Oriesa by Pratapaditya, the Hindu hero
of the Sundarbans, Bimilar fairs are held at Nawdpiri and
Sankarkhali, two small villages in the Bhalukd pergana, during
the Durgspiija, Doljitrs and Rathjatra; at Satkhiri on the
gocasion of the Doljatrd, which lasts for 8 days; at Kapilmuni in
the Khulna subdivision in the middle of March, for 13 days; and
at Madind in the same subdivigion in March for 3 days, The
following fairs are held annually in the Bagherhat subdivision: —~
at Maghia in April for one month ; at Nagorkandi in the middle
of November for 156 days; at Bagherhat on the occcasion of the
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Sripanchami for one month; at Laupéla during the Rathjatrd for
nine days; at Chitalméri in April for 15 days; at Karapird on
the 30th Chaitra (April) for 4 days; at Baniaganti on the L0th
. Paus (December) for 4 days; at Lekpur in October for 10
days; at Rimpil on the 1st Philgun (February) for one month ;
at Malgazi in the latter part of Philgun (March) for 10 days;
at Morrellganj in Baisikh (April) for one month; at Banagrim
in Chaitra (March) for 10 days; at DBadhal in Phalgun
(February) for 16 days; at Rangdid in Chaitra (March) for
156 days; at Kachikatd in April for 10 days; ond at Monsa
in November for 15 days.
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Somark% Tn i impossible to describe Khulna ns o really bealthy disiriot,

0O0NDI-
TIONE,

but on the other hand it ie not conepiouously unhealthy, and it is
undoubtedly more salubrious than the northern districts of the
Presidenay Division, viz.,, Jossore, Murshidabad and Nadia.

The most unhealthy part is the northern tract adjoining
Jessore, in which conditions are similar to those obtaining in that
district. This tract is traversed by a number of rivers, which
have been raised above the level of the swrrounding country by
the gradual deposition of silt, and the villages generally oluster
in their neighbourhood. DBetween the river channels there are
numerous marshes, and during the rainy season large areas are
under water either from the overflowing of the rivers or from
local rainfall. On the drying up of the land extensive bils
remain, many of which contain water all the year round. Some
are conneoted with the river by kials or oreeks and are regularly
flushed out at flood time; but in other cases the AZdls have
pertially ilted up, so that they are flushed only when the floods
are unusually high; while others ngain are unconnected with the
rivers, and the water in thom lies stagnant for the greater part
of the year.

In this track the villages generally consist of & number of
separate homesteads scattered over a considerable area. The
houses are built of split bamboo and sre usually raised on a
mud plinth, cattle-sheds are built in close proximity to them,
and the wholo collection of huts encloses a central conrtyard,
towards which they face. The mud for the plinth, eto., is taken
from pits dug in the immediate neighbourhood, and after the
rainy season these pifs remain full of water for a long time.
The villages thus abound in patches of broken ground and
hollows, which get filled with water and rubbish, and become
overgrown with rank vegetation. High grass and underwood
grow rank in the groves which surround each little cluster of
homesteads, the soil remains damp for a long time after the rains,
and the ponds and casual collections of water in the villages
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evaporate very slowly. The eupply of drinking water, moreover,
is often bad. Villages on the banks of rivers take it directly
from the stream, but in such ocases it i geverally obfained at
o spot which is aleo used as o bathing ghat, If there is no river
or stream close by, the villagers geb their drinking water from
tanks, which are also used for washing and other domestio
purpozes, and are usually dirty and overgrown with weeds,
Should there be not even a tank, the drinking water is drawn
from some pool, and is frequently unfit for consumption.

Conditions aro betler in the central portion of the distriot,
for though the land is generally marshy and water-logged,
it is more open and the jungle is less dense. It cannot be said,
however, that this tract is a desirable one for residence, foritis
practically & fen country, The villages are necsssarily built
along the higher land adjoining ite numerons waterways, the
water-logged tracts in the interior being unfit for homan
habitation. Marshes covered with rank vegetation abound, and
it is not always possible to procure good drinking water. The
general climate is better, however, than in the north, though
sickness is common from August to September, and fever, with
diseases of the liver and spleen, is often present.

To the south of the cultivated aren human habitations are
faw, as there are no suitable sites for villages ; and fresh water
is obtained .but rarely., The waterways being praotically the
only.means of communication with outside places, the bulk of
the people have their houses along or mear the banks of kidls,
which are clossly shut in by jungle, while the state of the
water in them increases their insalubrity. If the %44/ is open,
the tide flows in and out, and leaves, except at high tide, a bank
of mud, which is as much as 10 or 12 feet highin places near
the sea. If the mouth of the %id/ hns been dammed, the watar
is necessarily stagnant snd unwholesome, Good fresh water, it is
sald, is often more difficult to procure than food ; but the people
apparently become inured to these conditions and drink water that
is slightly brackish, apparently withoul any deleterious oconse-
quenoes.

The system of registering births and deaths now in vogue
was infroduced in 1892, Under this system vital oocourrences
are reported by the chaukiddrs throngh the presidents of
panchdyats to the police, and the latter submit monthly returns
to the Civil Burgeon, by whom statistics for the whole distriet
are prepared. These returns, though unrelisble ss regards the
causes of mortality, are at least sufficiently acourate for the
purpose of caloulating the approximate growth of the population,
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the relative healthiness or unhealthiness of different parts of the
distriot, and its salubrity or insalubrity ns compared with other
districts,

Applying this latter test, we find that, with the exception of
the 24-FParganas, Kbhulnd is the lenst unhealthy district in the
Presidenoy Divieion, and that here as elsewhore the groatest
mortality is returnoed under the head of *{ever,

1 Avernge nnnnnl denth-vate | Avernge annanl denth-ralo
por willo From all couses. per wille from fover,
District. :

Far ten yonrs | For flve years| For ton yonrs |For flve yenrs

1880-1005, 1001-1006. 1806-1805. 1901- 1506,
Jozsora . il are 843 212 824
Nndia i b1 ] 420 288 883
Murshidabid 867 any 280 207
Ebulni o e Baed 823 2240 208
24-Pargnnas i Hl ] 283 188 183

As regards the growth of the population, during the nine
years ending in 1900 the number of birthe reported largely
exceeded the number of deaths execept in Ialaroi thana, where
there wos & considerable exocss of denths; and in the subsequent
soven years (ending in 1907) there was an excess of 67,600 births.
As regards the healthiness of different years, the greatest

-mortality recorded since 1892 (when the present system was

introdnced) wans in 1900, when thers was a death-rate of 38:80
per mille, and the least was in 1803 when it fell aa low as 2727
per mille. The highest birth-rate is 4397 per mille recorded in
1902, and the lowest 25-50 per mille recorded in 1892.

A special enquiry has recently been made regarding the
prevalence of malarial fever in Khulnd, and the results are
summed up as follows in the Report of the Drainage Committee,
Bengal, published in 1907, «The Khulns district exhibits four
areas which may perhaps be differentiated, viz, that to the
north-west, where the land is raised ordinarily above flood level,
the population is dense, and the general conditions are similar to
those in Jessore; the mnorth-eastern portion from the Jessore
boundary southwards to the latitude of Bagherhat, where the land
is low and covered with swamps, but the country is more open and
there is less jungle; the central portion representing the area of
the Sundarbans, which has been cleared and populated in fairly
recent times; and the uncleared Sundarbans to the south. The
last named tract may be excluded from consideratien.
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“ A priori it would seem probable that the central portion of
the district would be more healthy then the northern strip, and
the statistics show this to be the case, but the district as a -whole
is not abnormally feverish. The figures of total mortality in
different thanas bear o fairly constant relation to the death-rates
from fever, except perhaps in Magurd, which is rather more
feverish, and Asfsuni rather less so, than the total death-rate only
would presume. Judging from the average snnual fever rate in
the whole distviol (1901-1908), wiz., 20'8 per mille, the thinas
showing o proportion per mille of 25 and over may be classed as
gpecially unhealthy, and those of 15 and under as the reverse.
Upon this bosis we find in Xhulnd the healthy thinas of Kaliganj
and Pikgfohd closely followed by Asfsuni and Rampal, all along
the central line bordering upon the Bundarbans, while Kaliros and
Magura in the north-west corner, and Mollahat on the north-east,
all show fever rates which, for the district, ave high, The fluctua-
tions in population exhibited by the census figures corroborate
these results, except in the case of Mollahat (+56). The
population in Magur& between the two last ocususes was practi-
cally stationary, while in Kalared (—10-1) it decrensed notice-
ably. Sitkhird (—1'7) aleo showed a small diminution, which
its position in the fever list would scarcely enticipate, and
the census report of 1901 mentions unsatisfactory health as
s cause, although loss of trade by the diversion of the boat
routes wos also operative. The statistics of total births and
deaths for five years (1901-1905) show an excess of births every-
where, a.lt.huug{ it was very small in Mollahat, and not large in
Kalarod, thus according genmerally, though not conspimously,
with the deductions made above.

" %Tocal opinion is perhaps inclived to consider the district as
more malarious than the statistics corroborate, and the District
Magistrate remarks that there is a general belief that the distriet
is malarious; but there iz no evidence to suppose that malarial
faver hos considerably increased in any part in recent times, noris
there evidenes to support the fact that there has been in recent
times any decrease of population or failure to ocultivate land on
this account. The specially unhealthy areas partioularly named
by the local officers consist of villages scattered throughout the
district, and the statement does not permit of verifisation without
detailed enquiry. Local opinion was particularly emphatie regard-
ing the unhealthiness of Batkhira, and the decrease of population
between 1891 and 1901 is some corroborative evidence, but the
figures peareely support the statement made to us that malaria is
#rampant”’ throughout the subdivision, and we are inclined fo
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think that the bad reputation of the subdivisional headquarters is
partly due to the fact that it is more conspiouous than other
villagea.

“The only detailed local enquiry of recent times touching
the Khulod district is that of Captain Binha, 1.rs, Deputy
Sanitary Commissioner, made in March 1895 in the Xaliroa
thina, where an average spleen rate of 374 was found, about
half the onses examined heing adult and half children. So far
a8 we can judge, there iz mo special reason for supposing the
main proportion of fever in Khulni to be other than malarial,
and we submit. the following conclusions regarding the dis-
trict. (z) Lt is not conspicuously unhealthy in any part; (&)
malaria is prevalent, but nof especially so; (¢) the most malarious
thinas are Kaliros, Mollahat, Magurd and perhaps Satkhirll; and
(d) the least malarious are Kiliganj, Paikpfichd, Asfsuni and
Rimpal.”

As regards the types ni fever prevalent it is reported they are
mostly malarial intermittent and remittent. The types of inter-
mittent fever are gemerally quotidian, sometimes tertian, and
occusionally quartan. In cases of remittent fever there is often
constipation, and sometimes diarrheea, nausea and bilious vomit-
ing. DBronchitis is also often preeent, and in severe cases
jaundies and delivinm may occar. The fever persiste for a
week to two weeke, sometimes longer, and then it gradually
passes off, unless there are other complications, either of the
brain or, as often happens, of the lungs, or of the bowels—
when the patient dies of coma or heart failure or of exhaunstion
from diorrhosa or dysentery. The sequele of malarial fevers
are the same here as in other districts. There is enlargement of
the spleen, which is often of an abnormal size, enlargement of the
liver, jnundice, sometimes cirrhosis of the liver and hsmorrhage
from the stomach and bowels, malarial cachexia and cancrum oris,
dyspepsis, diarrhcea. and dysentery—which last is very common.,
Anmmia and dropsy occur early in the course of the disease,

The dampness of the country, withlow-lying badly-drained
villages and abundant vegetation all round them, is the chief
factor in the causafion of the disease, The villages are builé
near river banks, and as the banks are graduslly being silted up
and reised, natural drainage is stopped, and the country thus
spreads ont into large marshy tracts, The houses, moreover, are
surrounded by pit and hollows used as cess-pits; dirty tanks
overgrown with weeds are numerous; and the villages, being
imbedded in jungle, are shut out from ventilation and sunlight.
Btagnant water, with decomposing vegetation, abounds; and

-
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there is, therefore, a large avea available for the breeding places of
the anopheles mosquito, and consequently for the spread of the
disease.

Next to fever the greatest mortality is caused by cholers, gualera.
which is endemio in the district and sometimes brenks out in a
govere epidemic form. This discase has almost invariably a
characteristic rise and {all. The season of its prevelence begins
in October, and continues nuntil the rains have well set in, It is
at its maximum in December, and at its minimum when the
country is more or less under water, and the ground satursbed with
moisture,

Dinrrheea and dysentery generally prevail when the river owber
water, which is largely drunk, becomes brackish, Bmall-pox has “1m“'
almost disappeared, very tow deathy being coused by it from Rpmities.
year to year, Infirmities, such as insanity, deaf-mutism, leprosy
and blindness, ore comparatively rave. According to the census
of 1901 only 44 males and 38 females per 100,000 are insane,
and 62 males and 43 fomales per 100,000 are deaf-mutes.

As rogards the differonce between the sexes, the nsual causes of
insanity, viz.,, progress of amhmtmn, its consequent wear and tear
of merve tissues, consanguineovs marringes, and general ill-health,
affect men and women, in a rural distriet like Khulnd, to an almost
equal degree. The only cause which affects men in a greater
degree than women, viz, the use of drugs and spirits, does not
operate to any large extent in this district, where the men are
extremely temperate and abstemious. They certainly smoke
pdnja, though not in excessive quantities; and this fact may cause
the small difference between the numbers of male and femals
inganes, In the case of deaf-mutes the differénce may be due
to the concealment of the océurrence of the infirmity among
fomales at the time of the censns. Itis true that it is very
difficult to conceal the fact that a girl is a deal-mute from an enu-
merator, when she is less than 9 years of age, but as soon as she
grows older and iz married, or otherwise secluded, concealment
becomes easy,

Only 58 per 100,000 males and 87 per 100,000 females are
blind, and there can-be no doubt that the district is aingulnrly
free from the conditions which are injurious to eyesight. Glare
and heat, huts filled with feoetid and pungent smoke, and the
attacks of small-pox, which are the inducing causes of so much
blindness elsewhere, are almost entirely absent; snd the vivid
green of the londscape and the cool breezes which blow almost

throughout the year are extromely Euul:hmg to, and good for,
the sight,
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Lepers are rarer than in most Bengal distriots, only 12
per 100,000 males and & per 100,000 females being retuwrned
as lepers in 1001. Leprosy is not endemic in this distriet,
and the majority of its vielims are to be found among the
Bunis, who have come to the distrot from West DBurdwin
and Biokurf, where the disease iz unueually prevalent. The
popular theory owrrent in thie district about leprosy is that
it is caused by eating beef, and also by over indulgence in articles
of food which have a heating offect. There is, however, no eovi-
dence, even of a plausible character, to support the theory. Deef is
searcely over eaten in this distriet even by Muhammadans, and
“articles of food which have a heating effeot® is too vaguo and
general o deseription for any conclusion to be besed on the sup-
posed effects of their consumption. It mey be added that the
people live principally on rice and fish, but most of the fish
that they consume is fresh and wholesome, and not rotten
or imperfectly cured. On the whole, however whatever, may
be the ocanse, there con be little doubt that the people of
this district enjoy comparative immunity from this dreadful
disease,

Vacoination is eompulsory within the limits of the muniei-
palities of Khulni, Satkhird and Debhitd, where paid vaccinators
are employed. In the rural areas, where vaccination is voluntary,
the operations are performed by licensed vaccinators employed
from Beptember to March, who charge 2 annas for each sucoess-
ful case. There is no particular prejudice against veccination,
but it appears to be less popular than in other districts of the
Division, the ratio of persons suceessfully vaccinated being 20-82
per mille in 1906-07 and 8013 per mille in the previous 5 years,
as compared with 35°16 and 3256 per mille respectively for
the whole Division,

There are three publie charitable dispeuvsaries with accommo-
dation for indoor patients, viz., at Khulna, Bagherhat and Batkhira,
and 15 dispenearies which afford relief to out.patients only,
vis,, at Daulatpur (opened in 1866), Kalaroa (1896), Tala (1896)
known as the Diamond Jubilee dispensary, Kaliganj(1887) known
as the Vincent dispensary after the then Collector, Mollihat
(1898), Chandkhali (1899), Nawapira (1900), Dumria (1904)
known as the Satish Chandra Mukherji dispensary after a former
Collector, Rampdl (1906), Dakuopi (1906) known as the Iswar
Ohandra dispensary, Sibbati (1906), Paikgacha (1907), Debhata
(1907), Benhati (1907}, and Char Banisri (1907). A few years
ago the District Board also started a * Floating Dispensary "’
to give immediate medical aid in cases of epidemic diseago in the
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distant interior of this river distriet, but apparently it failed to
effect much good nnd was eventually closed.

The dispensary at the headquarters station of Khuln& was
founded in 1864 and is called the Woodburn Hospital affer the
late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, Sir John Woodburn, x.c.s.u.,
whose visit in 1898 gave an impetus to the institution. Tt
has 17 beds for men and 7 beds for women, besides one bed in
Mrs. Oollin’s Zanina Oottage Word recently opened, and it is
maintained by a grant from the local mumicipality and by other
funds, 'The dispensary at 8ftkhird has 3 beds for men and 7 beds
for women and is supported by the municipality there. The
District Board maintains the Bagherhat dispensary, which has 10
beds for men and 2 beds for women. The Daunlatpur dispensary
is mainly supported by the Saiyadpur Trust estate and is in charge
of a Civil Hospital Assistant, who iz paid by Government, The
rest are maintained by the District Boazd and are in charge
of loeal native doctors having the qualifications of Hospital
Asgistants, .

Besides the above, which are public dispensaries, there are
three private dispensaries at Morrellganj, Banagrim and Nakipar,
which are maintained by the samindfrs of those places. The
dispeneary ot Morrellganj i+ maintained by Mehirdj Kumir
Rishi Kesh Law, that at Banagrim, which is called the Bindu
Bashini dispensary, by Brimati Kamal Kumiri Chavdhurini, and
that at Nakipur by Rai Hari Charan Chaudhuri Bebadur.
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OHAPTER V.

FORESTS,

asvsmarn Tne forests reserved by Government in Khulok extend over
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2,081 square miles, but of this avea water channels account for
more than 500 square miles. They are situated in the tract
known as the Sundarbans between the southern limit of cultivation
and the Bay of Bengal, and ocoupy numerous islands of varying
gizes formed by the metwork of chaonels connecting the larger
rivers and estuaries. The latter ave subject to tidal influence, and
the islands are inundated by salt water during high spring
tides, exoept in the east, where the water of the Baloswar and
other rivers is fresh during the rainy season owing to the large
volume poured into them from the Ganges.

The forests are hounded on the morth by the cultivated lands
of the district, on the east by the Bhola and Baleswar rivers, on the
south by the Bay of Bengal, and on the west by the Raimangal
estuary and Jamund river. The whole of the northern portion of
this area is covered with forests composed of swmdri (Ieritivra
minor), which deteriorate graduslly towards the west and south,

. as the water of the rivers becomes more and more saline. There

the predominating species is garan (Ceriops candolieana), and
sundri is less frequent and of inferior quality. The other principal
species of most general distxibution ave :—among Meliaceae, passur
ind - dhundul or gamur (Carapa moluccensis), and amir (Amoora
eucullata) ; among Leguminosae, karanj (Pongamia glabra) and
shingar (Oynometra ramifiora) ; among Rhwophorae, kankra
(Bruguiera gymmorhiza) ; among - Lythraceae, keord (Sonneralin
apetala) and ord (8. acida) ; among Ferbenaceas, baey (Aricennia
officinalis) ; and among Euplorbiaceae, gowd (Bacoscaria - Agal-
loeha). By far the most valuable species is sundri, which is groga-
rious and ooours either pure or with an insignificant admixture of
inferior trees, wherever conditions are suitable for its davelopment.
Its southern lintit a8 a tree of any size may be said to be the

This chapter hios been prepared mainly from a note contributed by Bir H. A.
Fuﬁr:m, Deputy Congsrvator of Forests, formorly in ohargo of the Bandarbans
Divisiom.
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gea at Tiger Point, and thence a line running in a north-westerly
direotion to the junetion'of the Kalindi and Raimangal rivers.

The most important minor products besides honey and wax
are :—among Palinee, hantal (Phoeute paludos), golpald (Nipa
Srutioans), which is & wuseful thatching material, sdnchibet
(C. Hotang), and golabet (C. Longipes) ; and among Graminese, nal
(4. Karka), which is used for matting.

The first attempt to realize any revenue from the forests Hrsromr.
appears to have been made in 1866, when Government leased ont
the right to levy dues on forest produce to the Port Canning
Company at a yearly rental of Rs, 8,000, The lease was, how-
ever, resumed by Government in 1869, as it was found that
the monopoly thus established resulted in considerabls oppression
and was contrary to the interests of the gemeral public, Further
efforts were made to bring the forest under management in 1872,
when they were examined by Mr. Home, Deputy Conservator of
Toreata ; and Dr, Schlich, then Uonservator of Forests in Bengal,
came to the conclusion that they were imexhaustible and that
nothing more than purely fiscal measures was required.

In 1874 the Lieutemant-Governor, Sir Richsrd Temple,
decided upon & more vigorous polioy. Revised rules for the sale
of waste lands had been issued -in February of thet year, but a
question soon arose regarding leases of lands in the Sundarbans,
as the sale rules were found to be inoporative, ths terms of
sale being such as to prevent purchasers from coming forward.
Sir Richard Temple, having personally visited the Sundarbans
and* examined the physical character and natural produscts of
this tract, considered its relation to the surrounding districtgand
to the country at large. He found bimself unable to accept the
view that it necessarily ‘was, or should be, a public object to get
the whole of the Sundarbans gradually reclaimed and brought
under cultivation. In his opinion, the- publio interest might be
supposed to lie in the very opposite direction as regards a very
large part of this tract. “The Sundarbans”, he wrote, *“ indode
not only a mass of sundri trees of mmpmtwaly thhBr growkh,
bub also masses of trees and shrabs of lower growth, The former
are used for carpentry and timber work; the latter for fuel. The
area of both is very considerable. The relation of the tract to the
surrounding distriots also is not to be lost eight of. The sundyri
forests supply ‘wood for boat-building to the R1-Parganss, to
Jessore, to Backergunge, to Noakhali, u.mi to other districts, and
also furnish wood for many purposes of domestic architecture.”

At this time an experiment was being tried for employing
gundri timber in the manufacturd of railway sleepers, while otlier

o?
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trees supplied firewood and fuel fo Caleutta and to many other
towns, the needs of which could hardly be supplied otherwise than
by the Bundarbans. Thus, the country at laxge had the strongest
intereat in the Sundarbana being preserved as a source of limber,
wood, and fuel for the use of southern Bengal, so that wholesale
reclamation was not wanted there, It was felt that in some
parts of this tract the substitution of rice-fields or jungle might
be desirable; but in most parts the ground already bore produce
which was more valuable to Bengal than rice. Sir Richerd
Temple accordingly wished to restriot reclamation until it could
be established by adequate enquiry whether the Sundarbans could
moet these wants and still afford room for reclamation. It was
‘admitted that in every tract some portions must be cleared, in
order to render the remainder accessible to man and available for
his use; and in his opinion, whatever reclamation might be
permitted or encouraged in the Sundarbans should be arranged
solely with this view.

Already much of the SBundarbans had been reclaimed, and
Bir Richard Temple thought that the time had come when the
position should be reconsiderod. Complaints were made to him in
the Backergunge district that sundri logs of the best quality were
more rarely seen in the market than formerly. There was not
sufficient security against the best kind of sundri trees being out
down in the same reckless and wasteful manner as that which was
known to have prevailed in many parts of India before the
institution of the forest system. Holding these views, therefors,
ho considered that the public interests required that no new
negotiations of any kind should be opened for disposing of
anofiimed land in the Sundarbans till it wns decided by what

rules Government could best maintain the principle that reclama- |

" tion must be subordinate to forest conservation. For this purpose
& local investigation by a properly qualified officer was neoessary,
and the Oonservator of Foreats (Dr. Schlich) was accordingly
deputed to proceed to the spot and make enquiries* As the
result of his investigations, Dr. Schlich came to the oconclusion
that the forests were being overworked and that steps should be
takeu to prevent the exhaustion of the sundsi-producing tracts,

The Bundarbans Forest Division was accordingly constituted
in 1874-75, 885 square miles being notified ss reserved in that

_ year, while 314 equare miles were added in 1875.76, thus making

o total area of 1,199 square miles. It was laid down that in the

~ %0, E Buekland, Bengal under the Lieutenapt- Governors (1801), Yol. II
pp 61814 - : d
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Bagherhat forests, which lie to the east of the Passur river, no
sundri tree of less than 3 feet 9 inches in girth at a height of 4%
‘feet from the ground might be cut, but no other restriction was
imposed on the removel of any kind of produce. The collection
of dues on oll forest produce exported was initiated, and the
establishment of revenue stations commenced, the rates in force
being very liberal, one anna per maund being charged for sundrs,
pusgsur and amir timber, and half an anna per maund for gardn
timber and sundri fuel. The system of management continued
on these lines till the foreats were visited by Mr. Dansy, Conser-
vator of Forests, in 1801, when it became clear that the sundri
forests were being rapidly destroyed by excessive felling, and that
the restriction placed on the cutting of sundri in the Bigherhat
forests had been ignored.

It was then decided to restrict the felling of sundri to yen.rly
coupes, of which each should contain one-tenth of the area of
the real sundri-bearing tracts, viz., the forests of the Bagherhat
and IThulni enbdivisions ; and in view of the extensive destruction
of sundri timber which had gone on, the minimum felling girth
had to be reduced to 8 feet. A working plan on the above lines
was drawn up in 1883 for 10 years; but owing to the inadequacy
of the staff, the working of the plan became a dead letter, and
hefore the cycle'of 10 years had elapsed, fellings of undersized
trees were heing carried out all over the area. DBesides this,
damage, to an extent that defies desoription, was resulting from'
the felling of sundri fuel and poles in the forests named above
under permits issued for the forests lying further west. :

On the expiry of this plan in 1903, & new system of masiage-
ment was initiated, by which the annual fellings were confinted to
one-fortieth of the Bagherhit and Khulni forest area and were
properly supervised, while no permits for sundri were issued for
the remainder of the forests. The result was an enormously
decreased supply and & sharp fall in revenue accompanied by a rise
in the market value of sundri. Working is still proceeding on
similar lines, and the introduction of the system of monopoly sales
described below has resulted in a healthy competition, which it is
hoped will restore the revenue to something like its former propor-
tions. The rates at present in foroe are:—9 pies per maund for
sundri fuel, amir and gardn poles, 6 pies per maund for poles of
other species and" gardn fuel, 3 pies per maund. for fuel of other
species and minor produoce, Rs. 4 per maund for wex and Re. 1-8
for honéy.

For administrative purposes the Division is grouped in three yuxacs-
circles known as the Bagherhat, Khulnd and Satkhird circles, ue7.
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Revenue stations have been established at all the principal points
of egress from the Sundarbans, and purchasers procced to the
forests and take their requirements from any locality they choose,
on payment of the presoribed royalties per maund of boat
mensuremsent. The latter are extremely low, as compared with the
sotual valuo of the produce, and rightly so when the difficulties
attendant on work in a tidal forest are comsidered. TPurchasers
are, however, bound by law to relurn with their permits to a
revenue etation wlere their boat-loads are examined and checked.
The only exception to the above rule is found in the procedure
adopted for disposing of the annual allotment of aundii limber
and fuel, which is regulated by a systematio werking plan. Tha
export of sundri is only permitted from a cerfain definile area
every year, and under oertain conditions of supervision and
control, Sundri fuel is supplied from thinnings in the younger
pole forest, while the exploitation of the available sundri timber
in the coupe of the year is now provided for by improvement
Eellings, in which the large quantity of defective and damaged
trees {tu remove which no provision had been made in former
years) is being utilized. All {rees are selected and marked for
felling under trained supervision and sold at competitive rates
under what is known as the monopoly system.

The aim of this system is to fix automatically the actual
value of any produce sold, and its working is as follows. For a
division or area unit, royalty rates are fixed for the produce fo be
sold, based on what is likely to be received for similar produce if
extracted from more insccessible areas, Then, tho produce or
aren to be sold is divided into lots, and the monopoly or sole
privilege of working each lot is sold by auction, the monopoly
price bid being over and above the royalty rates to be paid after-
wards. In other words, the contractor paye the price he bids for
the monopoly, plus the royalty rates on the actual quantity of
timber, eto., removed. A consequence of this method is that the
contractors by bidding ome against the other naturally fix the
proper market value of the product, and the owner, i.e., the State,
receives & higher value for the trees nearer the market than for
those further away. Further, detailed arrangements are made for
the control of forest produce in transit, in order that the royalty
rates may be levied on all that is removed; and before trees can
be sold, they have to be marked, thereby eniammg an 1mporhunt

eylvienltural principle and check.

It is scarvcely necessary to emlarge on the future banaﬂ{-. that
will acerue to the forests under this system. One immediate
result has been to curtail the supply considerably, and another has
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been to throw the bulk of the trade in the valuable sumdri timber
into the hands of Backerguuge makdans, who mvarmhly outbid
other competitors at the anctions,

It may be noted that, in addition to the reveune stalions men-
tioned above, there are also some 10 patrol boats in charge of.
fovesters, which patrol near the boundary between the various
stations, in order to check illicit removals, which the local villagers
cannot abstain from attempling from time to time, Such patrol
work is enpplemented by the tours undertaken by the Gazetted
Officers of the Division, who inspect the work of both the station
and patrol officers, and aleo do a considerable amount of patrolling
in the more inacoessible parts of the forests.

The following table gives the salient statistics of the working
of the forests during the 10 years 1895-06 to 1904-056 and a.lau
during 1806-07.

Timbor, | Fuel pﬂhn::m Revenno, Eﬂlﬂfu' Sorplas.

Cubio feet. |Cubic foct.| T T, Ra, Iis,
Total .., | 87,698,617 |90,002,608| 658,074 | 45,04,102 | 812,900 | 86,91,202
Av . | 8,760,861 | 0,990,200 O5,807 | 4,60,410)| 81,200 38,008,120
|| 190607 4,214,160 | 9,168,288 93017 [ &,21,151 2,02.801![ 8,168,651

The Sundarbans forests supply year after year immense quanti- pypxsrs
ties of forest produce to Khulnd and the adjoining districts,
especially the 24-Parganas, Jessore and Backergunge, Endless
numbers of boats proceed thronghout the year to the forests and
return laden with timber, firewood, thatohing materials, ete., to
supply which there is scarcely any other source available. There
are, it is true, 1,758 square miles of protected forests in the western
part of the Sundarbans situsted in the 24-Parganas district, but
owing to its saline character this tract does not produce a large
quantity of the best timber and fuel trees. There is also a private
estate in the Batkhird subdivision, which partly supplies the
wants of the neighbouring inhabitants, and dlongside the forests
lie the lands disforested from time to time and leased for oul-
tivation, which in some cases still contain forest. With these
exceptions, the forests have to meet the demand for forest produce
throughout the Khulng and Jessore distriots, and in a lesser degree
that of "the Backergunge district. Caloutta is also a market for
goipdta, fuel and gardn posts, and in addition to these products, -
sundri timber goes to Dumrid in the Khulni district, to many
places in the Backergunge district, to Telihali in the Faridpur
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district, and to Jessore. As bamboos do not grow well near the
Rundarbans area, and nearly all available land is devoted to the
oultivation of rice, there is a steady local demand for materials
required for hcuse-building and agrioultural implements, while
the dried fish industry ulso absorhs a quantity of firewood. Sundri
timber for boat-building is in great demand throughout the
neighbouring disiricts; but latterly, owing to the curlailment of
the supply, it is giving place to teak and, in a lesser degree, to sdl
timber. 1t is belicved that comparatively few boats are now built
of sundylin the Khulni distriet, the bulk of the malerial available
being bought up by wealthy muhdjens of Backergunge, who in
addition to purchasing for their own requirements, cxport this
timber fo Dacca and other districts to the north,
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CHAPTER VI.

————

AGRICULTURE.

Gexerazny speaking, agricultnre is onrried on enccessfully in Gewenus
the settled tract to the north, but conditions are unfavourable "¥or-
to it in the south-western portion of this tract, viz., mpa.rba of
thina Paikgichda in the Khulnid subdivision, and in thinas
Asfiguni, Kiliganj and the southern portion of thana Satkhira

. in the Matkhird subdivision. Elsewhere, the land is fertile and
is renovated periodically by inundations of sweet water, which
wash away salt and leave fresh silt deposits.

In the northern portion of the Satkhird subdivision, where the
country is comparatively high, the crops are not exposed to salt
water inundations ; but in other parts of the ecultivated area they
are liable to fail, as the salt water coming up from the sea through
the channels in the Sundarbans is not always washed away by
timely rainfall. In fact, in a year of abnormally short rainfall,
the river water remains more or less salt, even during tha
monsoon season, with most prejudicial results to the winter rice,
the staple crop of the district. Two things are essential for the
sucoessful oultivation of this crop—dams and embankments of
adequate strength, and sufficient rainfall to sweecten the rivers
at the end of June so that their water may be used for irrigation.
Unfortunately, in some tracts, where embankments are most
necessary, many of the samindirs are absentees and some are

" indifforent to the welfare of the tenants; the subordinate tenure~

: holders are small men and impoverished ; and the cultivators

& themselves are improvident. Embankments have conssquently

3 beem permitted to fall into disrepair, thus allowing salt water to.
percolate into the fields to the gradual deterioration of the soil.

For practical purposes, the lands of the district may be pys of
divided into four main eclasses :—(1) the high lands to the north fertility.
lying along the banks of the rivers, (2} the northern low lands
gituated in the interior away from the banks of thess rivers,

(8) the lands adjoining the Bundarbans, which have been
reclaimed within comparatively recent times, and (4) the un-
reclaimed Bundarbans, .
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The riparian tract first mentioned contains old settled villages,
gardens and pasture land. The main products are areca-nut,
coconut, betel leaves, bamboos, mangoes, planlains, tamarind,
turmerio, dato juice and thatching straw ; of these products the
most valuable are aveca-nut and ococomut, from which the
villagers dorive n great part of their income. Vegetables are
also grown in this tracf, whioch is praclically the only ome in
which market gardening is fensible.

The northern low lands sifualed in depressions between the
rivers contain extensive arens of i/ lands, large flat tracts on
which hardly o siogle tree can be seen. These lands are
mainly culiivated with rice and are also eunifable for jute and
oil-seeds, Those &ils which are connectod with the rivers by
means of efficient chamnels contsin the best lond for many
varieties of coarse paddy and jute, for the creeks bring down rich
river gilt and also drain away the water, but in many oases the
surrounding vivers have had their bunks raised by the deposit of
gilt, the khdls have ceased to be proper drainage channels, and
the bils have become useless swamps, Where there is no proper
drainage, the cultivators are obliged to wait till the fields dry
up, and, in & year when the raing are early and ecopious,
guch lands remain under water for o very long time and are
unfit for dry cultivation. Another difficully in the way of
successful oultivation of dman rice in these tracts is thal many
of the rivers have become brackish, and in a year of heavy
rainfall they overflow their banks, break through the dams
ncross the Ahdls or the embankmeomts round the flelds, and
submerge and destroy the seedlings.

The third tract is intersected by innumerable rivers and
khals, the water of which is salt for a great part of the year.
Many of the khdls are therefore dammed up during the summer
months, and all communication with the laxger rivers is out off,
in order to prevent the salt water getting to the flelds, which
have also to be protected by small embankments called dheris,
The dams are opened out during the cold weather, when the
crops are gathered in and the rise of the water is less. In this
tract oultivation is spreading to the south, and land is being
gradually reclaimed from the Sundarbans and also protected by
bheris, The result is that at the time of flood tide, salt water from
the sea, which used to inundate lands covered with jungle, now
comes higher up, and mixes with the-water of the rivers and
khals, which but for such admixture might remain fresh for a
great port of the year. Aman rice is the chief staple product
of this area, dus and boro rice snd jute being grown only on
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high lands, while other arops nre cultivated in such small
quantities as not to require any particular notice.

Further to the south lie the Sundarbans, in which reclama- Svxpas-
tion is now in progre's. The following account of the method 2:Me 7%
of reclamation, and the diffoulties attending it, is quoted with mox.
some condensation from Bir James Westland’s Report :—* The
dearing of Sundarban forest is & most arduous underteking.
The trees intertwine with ench other to euch an extent, that
each supports and upholds the others. Some of the trees, too,
are of immense size, one sort, the jin tree, sprending and sending
- down new stems, till it covers perhaps an acre of ground, Trees
like these cannot be cut down and removed in bulk ; they must
be taken piecemeal, and the tree must be out up into little pieces.
But the trees ore not the only difficulty, for there is a low and
almost impenetrable brushwood, which covers the whole surface.
This has simply to be hacked away hit by bit by any one whe
attempts to penetrate into the forest. And there is no small
danger from wild beasts while all this is going on. Tigers are
not unfrequent, and ocoasionally break out upon the defenceless
forest-clearers, if the latter appronch their lair too olosely.
Bometimoes a tiger tukes possession of a tract of land, and commits
such fearful havoe, that he is left at peace in his domain. The
depredations of some unusvally fiexce tiger, or of more than one
such tiger, have often caused the retirement of some advanced
colony of clearers, who have, through their fear, been compelled
to abandon land, which only the labour of years has reclaimed
from jungle,

“Bupposing, however, that the Sundarban oultivator has got
over these obstacles, and the equally formidable, although less
prominent, difficulties entailed by a residence far from the haunts
of men, his dangers are not yet past. Unless the greatest care
is taken of the land so cleared, it will spring back into jungle 4
and become as bad asever. 8o great is the evil fertility of the
goil, that reclaimed land neglected for a single year will present
to the next year's cultivator & forest of reeds (nad). He may out
it and born it down, but it will epring np again almost ‘as thick
as ever ; and it takes about three eradications to expel this reed
when once it has grown. /The soil, too, must be cultivated
for ten or twelve years beford. it lma this tendency to cover
iteelf with reed-jungle. When a sufficient number of people are
gathered on o new clearing, they tend, of course, to form a settle-
. ment, and to remain permanently where they are. Eut the
furthest advenced parts of the cultivation, nnd some also of those
which are not new or remote from old lands, are cerried on upon

-
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o different principle. A large number of husbandmen, who live
and cultivate Jands in the regularly settled districts to the morth,
have alsolands in the Sundarbans, which they hold under different
landlords,
Senscs of  ©The cultivating seasons in the Sundarbans are later than
:ﬁ:‘“" those further north, and the plan which is followed by these
" double cultivators is as follows:—The months of Chaitra, Baisikh
and Jaistha, corresponding roughly to the Knglish months of
April, Moy snd June, are pent in oultivation at home. The
husbandman then, having prepared his home oultivation, embarks
with his ploughs, oxen, and food, and proceeds to his dbdd or
Sundarban clearing. July, August and September are spent in
ploughing and sowing and preparing the crops thers, the pensant
building a little shed as a dwelling for himself. The wafer gots
high in August and September, but this is little impediment to
oultivation. A considerable portion of the land under rice is
situated below high water mark; but the planting is easy, for
rice sown on higher lands is trabsplanted into thess low lunds
when it is strong enough to bear the waters. Adfter having sown
and transplanted his Sundarban crop, the husbandman returns
. home, and these outposts of civilization are absolutely abandoned,
—large extents of cultivated rice-fields without a trace of human
hebitation. By the middle of December, the home-oultivated
rice has been cut and stored, and the peasant then returns to the
Qundarbans, and reaps the orop on his clearing there. At this
time of the yesr (January and February), reapers or ddwdls
orowd to the Sundarbans, and are extensively employed for the
harvesting. When the rice is ocut and prepared for sale, the
bepdris or dealers come yound and buy it up, and the zamindar
also sends his agents round to collect the rents from the oulki-
vators. The pessant having sold bis grain, pays his rent, and
° brings the balance of his money back with him to his homo.
«While a groat deal of cultivation in the more remote parts of
the Bundarbans follows this method, in the nearer tracts there
are large settlements of hushandmen who dwell permanently
near the land they have under cultivation, Bub it must be
remembered that these tracts are after all sparsely inhabited and
that many of the cultivators who dwell in them, besides having a
holding mear {heir own houses, have also another, eight or ten
miles away, which they visit only ococagionally when they have
work to do. The great fertility of the land renders it easy for a
husbandman, to keep large areas under cultivation ; and thus,
what with resident large cullivating hushandmen aud non-resident

husbandmen, the population in the Sundarban tracts is not at
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all equal to what the amount of land under cultivation would
lead one to expect.

¢ Another feature in the reclamation and eultivaiion of these Embank-

Suodarban lands is the embankment of water inlets, It is a ™™
characterislic of deltaic formations that the banks of the rivers
are, higher than the lands further removed from them; snd
the whole of the Sundarbans may be looked on ns an aggrega-
tion of bnsins, where the higher level of the sides prevents the
water coming in to overflow the interior. Many of these basina
arve 80 formed, that, left to themselves, they would remain under
flood, as they communicate with the surrounding chaunels by
means of kidls, or small water-courses, which penetrate the hank;
and a great part of reclamation work consists in keeping out the
water, and thus bringing under enltivation the marsh land inside.
This method of reclamation of low lands applies both to the
Sundarbans proper and also to a remarkable line of depression
which runs noross the district immediately north of Khulna.
Part of these low lands has been, and part remains to be, drained
and reclaimed by the method referred to,

“In employing this method, all the inlets from the channels
surrounding are embanked, and smaller chaunels called poyans »-
are opened round their ends. The inlets themselves are too
big to be kept under control, but these poydnscan easily be
8o kept. This embanking is usually done in November, after the
rivers have gone down. 'When the tide is low, the channels are
opened, and the water from the inside drains off ; when it is high,
the channels are closed. Mnuch land can be rendered culturable
by this maans, which would otherwise be marsh. But here also
a single year's neglect ma}' take away at one stroke all that has
been gained by many yau.ra labour. The effeot of the rains and
the freshets of each year is to purtmlly destroy all’ the embank-
ments that were vsed the pruvmuu year, and to flood the lands, @
The rice that has been sown® has, however, attained sufficient
hardihood to remain uninjured; and when the waters again go
down, the harvest may be reaped. Buf unless the embankments
are again renewed in November, the floods will not have ceased
to cover the low lands by sowing time, the land will remain
unsown, snd jungle and marshy reed will take the place of the

ld.d]’. "
P A sufficient and well distributed rainfall is essential for the Rams-
growth of the rice crop, the staple product of Khulni, The soil ™%™
in many parts is more or less impregnated with salt; and before
geedlings can be grown and transplantation effected, the salt must
be washed out, Consequently any deficiency of rainfall. at these
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oritical periods reduces the area under cultivation. At the same
time, ample rain is required to keep the water of the rivers and
khdls sweet, espeoially as the silting up of the rivers at their heads
has caused them to remain salt for o much longer period than
formerly.

As rogards the quantity of rain required at different periods,
beavy downpours in the month of Baisikh (April-May) seriously
interfere with the growth of the scedlings of boro ahdn or
broadeast paddy., Moderate showers, however, are benefleial,
and ot the eame time they facilitate the sowing of winter rice
in nurseries. The month of Jaistha (May-June) should be dry,
in order that the seedlings of the broadeast paddy may develop
properly, but a slight fall is not looked upon as harmful, The
fall must be copious in the months of Asirh (June-July) to
sllow tramsplanted paddy to be =own in the nurseries and to
wash awsy the salt  deposits in places sulject to salt water
inundations. Hoavy rain is also required in the month of Srban
{Jnly-ﬁ.uguxt} for the development of the paddy seedlings in
the nurseries, but it ghould come at intervals to enable weeding
and fransplantation to be oarried on successfully. Absence of
good rain in the months of Bhfidra (Auguabiapl:amhar} aud
Aswin (September-October) s wost injurious, as the paddy
plants, deprived of moisture, wilher just when they are coming
to maturity. Moderate showers only are required in the month
of Karkfik (October-November), when they do good both to
the winter rice and the rubi crops; an excessive fall, how-
ever, is injurious to Loth, Iiain in the month of Agrahfyan
(November-Decomber) seriously interferes with the reaping of
the paddy, and at the same time causes great damage to
the pulse g, which are then flowering. Showers in the
month of h (December-January) are hailed by the culti-
vators with joy, for they emable the land to be ploughed easily
and exposed to-air and sunshine. The months of Phalgun
(Janusry-Febroary) and Chaitra (February-March) ahuul-i be
rainless, so as to allow the fields to be benefitted by the heat
of the sun, and to permit of paddy eultivation in the jobe
lands, which otherwise lie fallow in these months.

The soils of the district may be broadly divided into 4 classes,
viz., (1) dudashiyd, (2) matial, (3) recent alluvion, and (4) _:wﬂra
Dudshiya is a sandy loam fuund chiefly on the ha.u]m of rivers and
khdls and in the higher ground in the Satkhird subdivision; it
is especislly euitable for fruit trees, pan plantations, and the
cultivation of pulses and oil-seeds. Malialis a clayey soil mainly
nsed for rice crops, The recent alluvial soil, formed by the silt
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brought down by the rivers, is composed of sand or of sandy loam.
1t is either a char thrown in the midst of & navigable river or an
aocretion to the main land., Jole is soil formed of decomposed
vegetable matter deposited in the maxshes. When mixed with
the silt brought down by any stream which may happen to flow
into these marshes, it forms a sort of etilf black cay. Winter
rice of the conrsest sort is the only evop grown on such lands.
The following table shews the normal acreage of the crops of Pu-

Khulné and their percentage on the normal net cropped area :— . pir
Pereent-
N 1 nga I!Il1|I i Tercentage
o nOvm ormal - | én normal
Name of crop. serenge, Bk Nome of crop. Acraage. |saboropped
aropped area,
aren.
Winter rice ,,, | B86,300 &8 | Bummer rico ... 838 800 11
Sugarcame . 1,600 s Gram e 100
—_— ~ | Other rabi cere.
Total Aghawi als and pulacs 10,600 1
crops | 67,800 &4 || Other rabi foods
e | || CTO}IE e 2,000 i
Auntomn ries ... | 43,000 b " Linlr.nd i 2,600 .
Biddod corenls Rﬂp& and -
and pulses .. L000 | . " 48,000 G "
Other  bhddoi . :ﬁl {rnﬁﬂ 1,200 1.
food-crope. . 4,700 1 || Otber oil-gecds... 6,000 1
Jute i 47,300 § || Tabreeo i 6,200 1
Tl (bhadod) ... 1,100 | .. | Other rali nem-
—_———— | food erops .| I1L70D 1
Totnl EBhaEdel v
erops w| 87,100 1
— Totnl Fabi
Porest .| 188,712 | 169 crops .| 178100 | 28
Twiee ecropped Orchards _and
aven w | 108200| 28 II garden produce | 69,400 8

As elsewhore in Lower Bengal, rice forms the staple crop, Rie,
and consists of three main classes, dmon, dus and boro, of which th
dman is by far the most important. .

In the drier portion of the districh to the north and north-west dmen.
dman rice is cultivated on low land, where water lies from one
foot to three feet deep in the rains. . The preparation of the land
begins in the middle of February or the beginning of March, the
land being ploughed several times before sowing. In April or
May, after the first fall of rain, seed is scattered broadcast in a
nursery, When the seedlings make their appearance, another
field is prepared for fransplanting. By this time the rainy season.
has thoroughly set in, and the field is dammed np so as to retain
woter, It is then repeatedly ploughed until the water becames
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worked into the goil, and the whole is reduced to thick mud, The
young rice is then taken from the nursery, and transplanted
in rows about nine inches apart. After this, the crop is left
to mature, and is generally ready for harvesting in November or
December. Aman rice is also occasionally sown broadeast in
marshy lands,

In the Bundarbans, land ewitable for nurseries nre nof, ns
& rule, available, and consequently dmawr rice is generally sown
brondeast on the marshes. Sowing takes place in the early part
of July, and the crop is ready for reaping in’ January, the soil
easily retaining up till that time all the moisture necessary for the
growth of the grain. The method of reaping, too, is different
from that which prevails in the rest of the distriot; for as the
straw is of absolutely no value in tho Sundarbans, the crop is
reaped by only cutting off the heads, and the straw is subsequently
burnt down, The finest outturn of winter rice is obtained from
the reclaimed portions of the Sundarbans, which are famous for
the teeming harvests obtained from the rich virgin soil.

The principal varieties of dman rice grown in the district are
(L) bharud-jatd, (2) lakshmi-kdjal, (3) durgd-bhog, (4) karttik-sal, (5;
dalkachu, (B) fhinga-sal, (T) kalamkaii, (8) komrd-jul, (9) kanakehur,
(10) bansmati, (L1) Kaldngi, (12) lokmaya, (13) kamini-saru, (14)
kfiirkon, (15) hati-kani. There is a list of about seventy other
local names—and even this is not exhaustive—but the above are
the principal kinds. It is diffioult, however, for any one buf an
expert to define the distinctions betweon these differsnt kinds of
rice.

Aus rico is generally sown on high ground. The field is
plonghed when the early rains set in, ten or twelve times over,
till the soil is reduced nearly to dust, and the seed is sown broad-
cast in April or May. As soon as the young plants reach six
inches in height, the land is harrowed in order to thin the
orop and clear it of weeds. The orop is harvested in August
or September, and a second crop of pulse or oil-seeds is generally
taken off the land in the cold weather. The principal varieties
of dus rice are as follow: —(1) sdryamani, (2) kersai, (3) kalia
payangl, (4) began bicki, (8) sitahar, (6) khubni, (7) bansphul,
(8) gangd-jali, (9) pardngi, (10) bani-bdehal, (11) pand-jhure,
(12) ghi-sal; (13) pipra-sal, (14) karim-sal, (15) bemd-phuli, and
(16) kalandi. |

Boro tice is sown on marshes which dry up in winter. The

préparation of the land commences in the middle of November ;

sowing tekes place ten days later; and reaping lasts from
the middle of March till the middle of April. The land is

SRR
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hardly plonghed at all, The seed is scattered broadeast in the
marshes or ils as they dry up, and the young shoots are trans.
planted when about & month old. There is ancther kind of bére
puddy called dus loro, which is sown broadoast during the months
of April and May and reaped in August or September.

Another desoription of rice known as uri dhdn is indigen. Ui dian
ous in the deep-water marshes and is oconsionally used as food
by the Pods and other fishing and boating castes, who live and
ply their avocation among the swamps. The plant looks like a
confused mass of creepers floating on the water, and shoots forth
its ears of grain in every direction. A peculiarity of this rice is
that the grain drops from the ear into the water when it attains
maturity, To prevent this, the fishing castes take a great deal of
trouble in binding the ears together before the peddy ripens.
This rice grows plentifully in the marshes, and is at the disposal
of any one who is disposed to gather it. Very little is collected,
however, except by fishermen or boatmen, for the swamps are
deep, and tho crop hardly repays the labour of binding the ears
and nolla-utug the grnm

Exoepf: rice there is no cereel of any graat importance, Gram Other
(ohhota) is oultivated on high land, but in 1906-07 had an area of (2070,
only 100 acres, while cther food greins, incdluding pulses, were
grown on 11,600 acres. They are mainly cold weather crops, such
a8 peas, masuri, khesdrs and kaldi, sown in October and gathered
in February or March, and are oultivated only on small patches

of land.
- The largest ares under any one crop exoept rice is returned Oil-sceds.
by rape and mustard, with a normal avea of 48,000 acres, while
other cil-secds, linseed, {¢/, eto, account for sn aggregate of
14,800 acres,

The crop of greatest importance after rice is jute, Twenty Jute.
years ago it was reported that there was very liltle jute culti-
vation in the distriot, but the area devoted to the crop has steadily
expanded of late years and in 1906-07 was returned as 37,000
acres. The process of cultivation is as follows. The ﬁald is
well ploughed two or three times after the first fall of rain in
March or April, and allowed to remain for two months, This
interval the cultivator employs in manuring the land with cow-
dung, rich black soil collected from the bottom of tanks, sshes,
and all manner of vegetable refuse. The land is again ploughed
several times in May, the clods well broken, and the seed sown
broadcast. When the young plants are about six inches high, a
harrow is drawn over the field to thin the plants where they are
too thick, as well as to furrow the land in order to assist the

H
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absorption of moisture. When the plant iz a foot high, the
fleld is cavefully weeded by hand,after which it receives no further
ottention until the outting season in August or September.
When the crop is cut, the leaves aro stripped off and scattered
over the ground to rot in as manure. The jute stalks are then
bound together, and steeped in a pool or tank for ten to fourteen
days, until decomposition sets in, and the fibre becomes it for
separation from the stem. This is gemerally dome by hired
labour, The jute-washer snaps the stem about two fest from the
root, and pulls out the inner woody part from the portion thus
broken. He then lays hold of the fibre, and by continned
gentle pulling, gradually separates it from the wood which
gtill remains in the upper part of the stelk, and also from the
outer bark. It is then thoroughly dried in the sun, and bound
up into bundles called gdnt; and in this state it is sold to the
dealors,
Tubseco ~ Among other orops may be mentioned tobacoo, which is raised
:“.g,'“““'m 5,200 acres; two varieties are grown, known as deshi and
" matihari. Bugarcane is grown mainly in the Morreliganj thins
end in small quantities elsewhere ; the land is generally too low-
lying to admit of its successful eultivation.
Date-palm  The land being unsuitable for the cultivation of sugaredne,
Gtk gar is usully obtsined from the Ahgur or date-palm, which
is grown extensively in the Satkhird subdivision, and more or
less everywhers in the district where the soil is favourable to its
growth. For o regular date plantation high ground is selected.
The geeds are sown in June or July after the land has been
ploughed three or four times, and the trees make their appearance
in about five or six months. They receive very little attention
for the first two or three years, but the plantation has to be
kept perfectly free from undergrowth when the trees aitain
a height of about 2 feel; for this purpose the turf is ploughed
up from time to time. They come to perfection in seven or
eight years, when they are tapped, but their development depends
on the soil, saltish land being most favourable for their growth.
The trees are planted in groves or are soattered about singly or in
groups both in the villages and among the flelds, especially along
their boundaries, wheye they form a conspiouous feature in the
soenery. An account of the tapping and other processes in the
manufacture of date sugar will be given in Chapter IX.
Botelant _ The Ehulng and DBagherhat subdivisiops are partioularly
:::'m rich in ococonut and betel-nut palms; and there is =
export of betel-nuts and coconut oil. The mode of gathering
betel-nuts is peculiar, They grow, as is well known, on the top



AGRICULTURE. 59

of long slim tress, The collector mounts one of these trees, and
after he has thrown down what he plucks from it, he swings the
tree backwards and forwards, till, receiving sufficient impulse, he
throws himself like a monkey on to the next tree, A number
of novidents, and oocasional deaths, ocour from the falls which

the collectors get in this operation, when they fail to catoh

hold of the trees towards which they are swung. The trees
are planted in groves or are seattered in the midst of other oculti-
vation, and may be found in almost every village. They are
especially numerous in {he east of the distriof,

Cooonut trees are also scattered about the distriot, rather than
grown in groves ; the fruit is collected in the rainy season. A
fully ripe coconut is called o jhundg, and from its kernel eeveral
kinds of sweetmeats are made, such ae ndrikel ndry, raskard,
ohandrapuli, eto, The nut is put to a wvariety of uses; ropes
and mats are made from the hugk; oil is extracted from
the kernel and forms an important arlicle of trade; the shell is
made into the bowls of hookehs, cups, ete. ; and the tree itself,
when past bearing, is out down, and the trunk hollowed into a

conoe. £

Besides the fruit-bearing frees mentioned above, meango paprs

trees are grown extensively in the north of the distriot, but 4
the fruit is not' of good quality, Plantains are also grown ,
largely in the same tract, the three prineipal varieties being
martamdn, ehdmpd, and kdnéhali; the lnst named variety is con-
gidered to be the purest food, slthough inferior in flavour te
the others, Among other fruits may be mentioned pine-apples
and lemons, which are grown in small quantities near the
banks of rivers in the north.

Conditions are, on the whole, nnfavourable to market garden-
ing, owing to the low-lying, water-logged ‘soil and the atfacks
of inseots, but vegetables are grown on a fairly large scale on
the high land near river banks. The most common vegstables
are daigun or brinjal (Selanwm melongena), soveral varieties of
sweet potatoss, pumpkins, oucnmbers, onions, garlic and radishes.
A variety of yam called mankachu is cultivated extensively, and
potatoes are grown to n small extent on patches of exoeptionally
high land in the north of the district, Among other garden
produce may be mentioned turmeri, sown in June and gathered
in January, and chillies, sown in June and gathered in January
or Febrnary. Pdn gardens, known as laraj, are also found in
the high ground which forms about the banks of rivers and
khals. Potato oultivation is gradually becoming popular in
consequence of the success attained in Saiyadpur Trust estate,
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The neighbouring local zamindirs are beginning to introduce
the erop on their own estates, and arrangements have been made
to demonatrate the comparative values of the best varieties at a
small farm at Khulna.

In the north of the district cultivation is being steadily ex-
tended, and the shallow bils and mavshes, which form so marked
o feature of this portion of the distriot, are being steadily ocon-
verted into rice flelds. In the sonth the Sundarbans contain an
immense area of fertile land awaiting the axe and plough, but
the jungle is being steadily pushed back. Ivery year more land
is being brought under cultivation, and steady progress is being
made in tho settlement of cultivators on new clearings, which
attract cultivators not only from other parts of the district, but
also from Nadif, Jeasore, Faridpur and elsewhere.

On the other hand, but little progress is noticeable in the
improvement of methods of agriculture or in the introduction
of mew or better varieties of crops. This is attributed to
the fact that many of the zamindirs, who have the best
opportunities of making such reforms, take little interest in
the welfare of their tenants, The latter are thus left to work
out all improvements by themselves, and for this they have
neither the means nor the intelligence necessary. At the same
time, they have been quick enough to see the possibilities of
profit in jute cultivation, and the aren under this crop has been
very largely extended.

Of recent years, however, signs of a change for the better are
noticeabls, owing to the establishment of an annual exhibition
at Khulnd. It includes a cattle show and an exhibition of
agrioultural produce, as well as of local arts and industries,
Various kinds of paddy, cotton, potatoes, sugarcane and vegetables
are exhibited, and improved agrieultural implements are shown

‘by the Agricultural Department. A Distrioct Agricultural

A-snciation has also been formed, which has shown much aotivity
and has given a considerable impetus to the cultivation of pota-
toes, a cultivation which is practically mew to the distriot ;
mangels have also been sucoessfuly growm.

The district is not suited for the rearing of cattle, as the
water of many of the rivers becomes highly charged with ealt
during certain seasons of the year, and the cattle have little else
to drink but this salt water, while the vegetation produced by
it is also injurious, Consequently, only such cattle are kept as
are indispensably necessary for agriculture, and when these
die  off, they have to be replaced from other distriots, No
care is taken about breeding, pastursge is deficient, and the
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cattle are consequently poor. Goats are bred in fairly large
pombers, but not by people who make it their only or even their
principal means of earning a livelihood, the general practice
being for poor labourers or poor old women to keep a few goats
to eke out their scanty meauns of subsistence. Very few sheep
are bred in the district, pigs are kept only by the low ‘caste of
Kaords, and horses are still raver,

There is little real paesturage land in the district, and fodder is Pasturage,
consequently socarce. Formerly, it is enid, considerable areas were
loft untilled in every village and reserved for the grazing of the
village cattle. Now, the pressure of the population on the soil has
resulted in the pasture lands being brought wholly or partly
under the plough, so that there in most villages there is not s
sufficient area of pasturage provided for the cattle; while there
are not o few villages where there is no pasture land at all and
the cattle graze in the rice fields after the crop bas been cut. The
following are reported to be the prineipal grazing lands left. In
the large village of Deiira in thina Kalarod, which is enclosed on
three sides by the Kabadak river and is inhabited by upwerds of
300 families of Groilds, there is a tract of land, about 2 square
miles in area, which is free from cultivation ond is reserved for
pasture, There is a similar tract of land of about the same area
on the east of the police station of Kaliirod, which is used by
herdemen of the Goala caste for grasing purposes ; and pasturage
is also allowed on the open ground in front of the Khulni
Collectorate. _

A veterinary hospital with a dispensary was opened at Veterinary
EKhulng in 1905-06. Rinderpest occasionally bresks out in g nesistance-
severe epidemio form, as in 1903-04 and 1908-07, when 2,899
and 2,640 cattle respectively died from this cause alons.
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CHATPTER VII

r——

NATURAL CALAMITIES,

Euuvina suffered in common with other parls of Bengal from
the famine of 1769-70, traditions of which still linger among
the people who refer to it as the kald menwantar, i.e., the famine
of 10 seers, because paddy sold ab the rate of & kdfd (10 seers)
per rupee. The famine of 1866 did not affect the district very
seriously, but there was distress in the Satkhird subdivision,
where rice was selling at 8 seers per rupee in the middle of June.
This subdivision was then part of the 24-Parganas, and it is
mentioned as ome of the two localities in that distriof in which
deaths were directly attributable to stervation, The distress
appears to have been most acute in the Kalarod thina, where
money and rice were distributed to the famishing, an aver-
age of 233 people being relieved daily during August at the
relief depdts. In the famine of 1874 a portion of the Kali-
ganj thans, lying south of the Kaukhali and east of the dried-up
bed of the river Jamund, was affected, A relief kitchen was
opened at Syimnagar, and the road from Kaliganj to Nakipur
was construoted, but the people tided over their diffioulties with-
out much outside assistance. The records of these early famines
are very meagre, but they are sufficient to ghow that the greater
portion of the district remained practically immune from famine.
The only other famine which has visited the district was that of
1897, which waa due to an unusunal eombination of adverse oir-
oumstances. The following mccount of this famine is condensed
from the report by Mr. W. H. Vinocent, 1.0.5.,, then Collector of
Khulna.

The famine of 1897 affected only a portion of the district,
viz. thinns Kaliganj, Assuni, Magura and Satkhird in the Bat.
khird subdivision and thina Paikgacha in the Khulna subdivision,
an ares extending over 474 square miles and containing a
population of 276,000. With the exception of 25 square miles
in thina Satkhira and 7 square miles in thina Magura, which
comprise comparatively high lands, the area which was affected
consists of low flat country intersected by numerous tidal khals and
protected from inundation by small embankments called bheris
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The soil is impregnated with salt and grows nothing but dman or:
winter rice, whioh will not thrive unless there is enough fresh water
to wash salt out of the ground. The inhabitants of this tract are
mostly illiterate and improvident; the zamindirs are absentess
and generally indifferent to the welfare of their tenants ; while
the subordinate tenure-holders are small men and impoverished.
Embankments had been permitted to go out of repair, thus allowing
salt water fo percolate into the fields to the gradual deterioration
of the soil, while in 1895 o storm-wave swept over the distressed
tract leaving a deposit of saline matter, which the rainfall
of 1896 was not sufficient to wash out. The latter wes scanty and
unseasonable, and the result was a failure of the winter rice arop.

There had been excellent orops in the years 1893-94 and
1894-95, the outturn of winter rice being 14 and 16 mnas respeo-
tively. The rainfall of 1895-86 was deficient, and consequently
all the lands were not oultivated; yet the people would have
got a fair arop but for the oyclonio storm whiech visited the
affected tracts on the 1st October 18906, and which by driving malt
water into the flelds destroyed the young plants. The result was
that the outturn of the winter rice arop was only 10 annas, and
when the year 1808-87 opened, the people wers already in
- straitened circumstances.

After the 1st October 1895, when 9°92 inches of rain
fell, there was scarcely sny till April 1896, in which month
only 226 inches were recorded. This continucus drought,
lasting over 6 months, inereased the saline matter - both in
the soil and in the river water. The rainfall in May was
only 409 inches as against 6'28 inches, the normal rainfall
for themonth; and though 13:72 inches were received in June,
this was not sufficient to undo the effect of the prolomged
drought. In July the rainfall was 9'28 inches, but in August
agein it wes soanty, being only 5951 nohes. Transplantation
waa consequently retarded, and lands recently sown dried up.
When good showers fell in the beginning of September, trans-
plantation was pushed on as vigorously as possible, but the
geason Was now far advanced, and in many places no sesdlings
could be obtained. Lands sown so late required much moisture
for the steady growth of the young plants, but during the whole
of October and November no rain fell, and in the last week of
December the fall was only 078 inch.

In ordinary years river water becomes fresh early in July, and
remains fresh till the middle of November ; but this year it was
brackish till the middle of Angust, and again became brackish
in the beginning of October. A plentiful fall of rain was
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expected during the Piijis, but no rain actually fell. The
temperature rose higher and higher, and the hot winds during
October rapidly dried the surfaco of the soil, and the moisture
necessary for the growth of the young rive was absent.

The Agures given above relate to rainfall recorded ab Satkhira
town, but much less rain actually fell in the distressed aren. It
Was, moreover, unevenly d.iatrihutad; and the result was that
only in some low lands not in the immediate vicinity of salt-
water Kkhals and rivers was the crop partially saved. In these
circumstances, the average outturn of the great rice-producing
tract bordering on the Sundarbans hardly came up to 2 annas.
The failure of the staple crop, coupled with the fact that in the
preceding year also crops had been short, reduced the people to
extreme poverty and rendered relief measures urgently necessary
in the beginning of January 1887, The portion of thina
Paikgficha lying on the left bank of the Kabadak was affected
by the same causes,

The distress was most severe in north Asfsuni, south Asfsuni,
and north Kaliganj, where 6 to 8 per cent, of the population had to
be relieved, as the lands there are the least protected by dherds or
embankments. It was lees severe in south Kaliganj, Syimnagar,
and Nunnagar, where the lands are better protected, and hore the
proportion of people relieved varied from 3 to6 per cent.; while in
the Magura and Budhhata civeles, where the land is comparatively
high, it did not exceed 8 per cent. In the east of thina Paik-

. glchi there was a fair crop, and there also less than 3 per cent.
of the population had to be relisved.

When relief operations commenced in the beginning of
January 1897, the area of the affected tract was 442 square miles,
with a population of 262,000 souls. As the sesson advanoced,
distress deepened, and during the fortnight ending the 26th
May 26 square miles in thAina Satkhird, with a population of
11,000 souls, and 7 square miles in thina Migurd with a
population of 8,000 souls were added to the affested area
These latter areas comprise comparatively high lands, on which
rabi orops are grown to some extent. Molasses (gur) are also
manufactured from date juice, and the people wers, therefore,
able to bear the strain for a longer period.

The relief works consisted mainly of the excavation of tanks,
the construction of new roads, and the repair of old ones.
Bome bdndh: were nlso erected, and metal was broken into
khod for metalling a portion of an important road, in order to
attract, if poesible, female labourers to the work, and to provide
lpndless labourers with some kind of work dunng the rains, when
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no other works were possible. But this motal breaking was
of little use, for the women would not do the work, and the
men got plenty of labour elsewhere in ocultivation. "When the
rainy senson commenced, the number of relief workers gradually
decreased, owing to the fact that many had toattend cultivation,
and parfly also to thoe fact that suitable work could not be
provided, as it had become impracticable to go on with earthwork,
Many of the works had consequently to be stopped. When agri-
oultural operations were in full swing, almost every one went awsy
exoept o few who were labourers by profession. The relief works
were finally closed during the week ending the 11th Beptember
1887.

The number of relief workera gradually rose as more and miore
works were opened, and decrensed as they had to be closed ome
after another. The ratio of relief workers to the population
was 1 to 151, while the highest number was 5,878 during the
week ending the 9th June. Gratuitous relief was commenced
in thebeginning of Jamuary with a daily average of 122 persons,
and the numbers increased as the season advanoed, reaching the
maximum during the week ending 7th July, when 11,013
persons received this form of relief. When the rainy season set
in and agrioultural operations began, prices became easier and
the number graduelly decreased.

Relief from public funds was given in three ways, viz., (1) relisf
given to the people at their houses, (2) relief in poor-houses, and (3)
relief to artisans. Able-bodied recipients of the first class had to
husk paddy or twist jute in return for weekly doles, No work was
exnoted from the inmates of the poor-houses. The artisans were
all weavers who were supplied with thread, and they returned the
cloths woven by them, receiving as their wages the market value
of the cloth minus the cost of the thread. Six poor-houses were
opened at Kaliganj, Syimnagnr, Asisuni, Nunnagar, Budhhata
and Pratipnagar. The ratio to the population of the persons
relieved in this way was 1 to 53, and the grest majority of
those relieved were women and childven. It is contrary to
oustom in Khulni for women, except Buna women, to do earth-
work or carry earth. In comsequence, mo women went to the
relief works and many were in the greatest poverty and distress,
and had either to be relieved in poor-houses or left tostarve, The
percentage on gratuitous relief was never high, and when the
poor-houses opened, the way they flocked in was a test of the
geverity of the distress.

Altogether, the number receiving relief at sny one time never
exceeded 16,000, and the people showed more resource and
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staying power than was anticipated when relief operations
began., Tt was feared that Government would have to help
about 8 per cent. of the population, but the number of the relief
workers did not rise above 0°66 per cent., while that of recipients
of gratuitous relief was not more than 1'86 per cent. {hroughout
the period taken as a whole. The people suffered much, but
did not resort to relief works, if thoy could possibly avoid if.

The northorn portion of the distriot is liable to oceasional
floods, but the severity of such inundations is far less than it
used to be sbout a century ago, when a large portion of the
volume of the Ganges water poured down to the sea through the
distriet. The Ganges now discharges its waters further to the
enst, and floods are consequently less frequent and less severe.
Only a portion of the distriot is now liable to inundation from the
overflowing of the rivers, and such inundations are in many ways
beneficial owing to the rich deposit of silt that they leave.

In recent years the most serious floods have ocourred in 18865,
1890 and 1900. The flood of 1885 was due to the bursting of an
embankment slong the Bhégirathi river near Berhampore in
Murshidibiad, and lested from the 12th to the 18th September,
It only affected a portion of the district, viz., the north and north.
west of the Batkhird subdivision, where the rice in the low lands
and swamps was destroyed and some of the cultivators’ huts were
demolished. The flood of 1890 was higher than that of 1885 and
affected no less than 100 square miles in the Satkhiri subdivision.
This flood was caused by the overflow of the Jalangi and other
channels connected with the Ganges, and was greatly aggravated
by the bursting of the Bhagirathi embaukment at the end of
August. Owing to the silting up of the river channels, the flood
water could not be drained off rapidly and subsided very late in
the season, The rice crop consequently suffered severely, and the
damage could not be remedied by fresh sowing and transplacting.
Much misery was experienced during the innandation, but after
the floods had eubsided, the labourers got plenty of work, and
no relief measures were necessary. The last serious flood
ocourred in September 1900, owing to the heavy rainfall of
the 20th and 21st, when no leas than 1838 inches fell at Satkhira.
All the low-lying villages in the subdivision were under water
and a number of houses collapsed, while the loss of cattle was
considerable, Great damage was caused to the winter crops, but
fortunately no lives were lost.

The distriot is exposed to the oyclones which sweep up from
the Bay ‘of Bengal, often accompanied by a destructive storm-
wave. Thecolonies of settlers in the Sundarbans are specially
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exposed to the fury of such storms, Their housss and their
fields are only a foot or two above high water mark ; and when
the cyclone wave pours up the grent streams of the Passur and
Haringh#ta, and from them spreads over the country, the
inundation works cruel havoo among the low-lying isolated
villages, The grain in their fields is spoiled ; their houses are
torn away and all their stores arve lost ; their cattle are carried
away and drowned ; and they themselves are reduced to extreme
shifts to save their own lives, As an instance of the damage
cauged in this way may be mentioned the cyclome of the 16th
May 1#69, which destroyed 250 lives in Morrellganj alons, and
caused an immense loss of property. In recent years the most
serious cyclone was that of October 1895, which swept over both
the Bagherhit nnd Satkhira subdivisions, In the former tract
it did much damage to the betel-nuts, which form an important
article of export, while in the latter tract the storm-wave which
accompeined it did great injury to the winter riee aop by
destroying the young plants and by leaving a sterile deposit of
saline matter, '
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CHAPTER VIIIL

—

RENTS, WAGES AND PRICES.

Rexrs. Tue rates of rent paid by cultivators in Khulnd vary accord-

ing to the poseition and quality of the land, and also acoording
to the demand for if, ., a pdn or betel-leaf plantation would
fotch & high rent in places containing settlements of Barnis,
whose hereditary occupation is the cultivation of this orop, but
not elsewhere, while the Baruias themselves wonld seldom think
of emigrating to take up lands with a smaller rental. Gene-
rally speaking, too, in the fracts under reclamation, where the
competition for land is not keen, no higher rates are paid for
land bearing veluable crops than for land of the same quality
under rice; and homestead sites and superior lands, f.e., londs
on which sugarcane and other rich crops are grown are assessed
at the same rent as good rice lands,

The following are reported to be the average rates of rent for
different varieties of land in each of the thres subdivisions of
the distriot. In the Khuln# subdivision the rent for dhdni land,
i.e+, land suitable for rice, pulses, ete., averages Ro. 1-8 to Rs, 3 per
bigha (Bs. 4-8 to Bs. 9 per aore), and of digal or garden land
from Re. 8 to Rs. 6 per bigha (Re. 9 to Rs. 18 per sore), pdn
land being nssessed at the same rates. In the Bagherhst sub-
division dhdni land fetches from Re. 1 to Rs. 6 per bigha (Ras. 3
to Re. 18 per acre) and pan and garden land from Rs. 2to Rs. 8
per bighd (Bs. 6 to Rs. 9 per nore). In the Satkhird subdivision
the rents paid for didni land vary from Re. 1 to Rs. 2-5-4 per
bigha (Bs. 3 to Rs. 7 per aore), for ddgdl or garden land from
Rs. 2-10-8 to Rs. 18-5-4 per bigha (Re. 8 to Rs. 40 per acre),
and for pdn land from Rs. 2-5-4 to Ra. 13-5-4 per bigha (Re. 7
to Re. 40 per aore).

As regards the different classes of ryots, it is reported that the
rate of rent paid by ryots and under-ryots varies from 2 annas to
Rs. 15 per bighd, and that the average rate may be taken at Ra. 4
per bighd. In the Sundarbans tract, where there are special rates,
the rent rates are reported to be 8 annps, 12 annas, and Re. 1

et e
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per bigha. Privileged rents are paid by some tenants, such as
the original settlers, who cleared awany the jungle, and their
descendants, Tenants of this class are allowed to hold their land
at quit-rents ; and similar conoessions are allowed to tenure-holders
and under-tenure-holders, and to their successors in interest, in
consideration of the outlay inocurred in clearing jungle, main-
taining embankments, ete. Similarly, in the Sundarbavs the
abddkatidars, or original settlers who cleared the jungle, are
allowed in some onses to hold their land without assessment or
at areduced rental ; and similar concessions are allowed to tenants
who build and maintain embankments.

From enquiries made in 1895-06 it appears that the provisions
of section 50 of the Tenancy Act, that, unless a landlord can
prove that the rate of rent has been altered within the last
20 years, it shall be presumed to be permanently fixed, are con-
stantly tending to convert the holding of an ocoupancy ryot
into a permanent and hereditary tenure and a suitsble invest-
ment for the moneyed olasses. Accordingly, there is a tendency
for the non-cultivating olasses to buy up the rights of coou.
pancy ryots and sublet the lands to under-ryots who actually
oultivate them; and the middlemen, who buy up the rights
of oooupanoy ryots, extort exorbitant rents from the actual
~ oultivators. These enquirics also showed that the holder of o
permanent holding directly under the proprietor pays rent vary-
ing from 10 annas to Re. 2 per standard dipid, sccording to the
olags of land, and as the average annual value of the gross
produoce of a bighd of land is about Re. 9, the rent paid represents
about a sixth of the value of the gross produce. Under-ryots,
however, pay either half the gross produce, or if they pay rent in
cash, about a third of the value of the gross produce.

A small minority of the cultivators in the north of the dis-
trict still pay rents in kind, but this system is on the decline, the
tendenoy being to commute produce vents to money rents,
Rents in kind are, however, commonly paid by petty cultivators
called bargadars or bargaits, who pay half the produce of the
land by way of rent. In the Sundarbans the system of pro-
duce vents is more common, for hers & husbandmen who has
mors land than he oan manage himself sither imports labour for
its oultivation or sublets a portion. In the latter case he either
leases it out in & regular way or lets it out on what is called the
bhag system becouse Ite veceives a share (bldg) of the produce as
rent. This share is usually one-half, and the sub-tenant provides
seed grain, plough and other necessary agricultural m:iplﬁmenta
while the lessor supplies the oxen for the plough,

Produse
ronts.
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There has been little variation in the wages paid for labour
during recent years, though on the whole there has been a steady
and gradual rise, A mason earns 5 apnas to Re. 1-4 o day, a
carpenter 5 nnnas fo Re. 1-2, and a blacksmith from 5 annas
to 12 annas, the amount of their daily wages varying according
to their skill. Skilled labour is scarce in the district; and to
supply this want o technieal school with carpentry and boat-
building classes has recently been opened. Coolies or unskilled
labourers receive a daily wage varying in the oase of adults from
4 annns to 8 annes, as compared with 8% to § annaes 10 years
ago; while women are paid 3 to 6 annas a day and boys 2 to
4 annas a day. The average daily wage of a common adult
field labourer may be taken at 4 apnes per diem, besides {wo
meals, which would cost an additional 2 annas; but duriog the
cultivating season the wages rise to 8 annas besides the two
meals, Agricultural labourers are, however, commonly paid in
kind, end it is a general oustom for day labourers employed
in cutting paddy to be paid by a share in the orop varying
according to ciroumstances from one-third to one-eighth of the
amount out by them.

The marginal table shews the average prices (in seers and

chittacks per rupee) of

the two staple food
Cammon
Yoar. ey Gram, Halt. gr s s, rice and gr
8. ¢h, | & ch, | 8 e Imlf flf salt during _lt,]he
TN S N PR T N 11 s e R A
0580 .. | 11 18 [ 1 9§ 10 exceptionally high price
w0y | 7 18 | B 1s o1 it
of rice in the last year

mentioned is due to the
partial failure of the orop in this and other districts, but for
many years past there has been a steady rise in the price.

It is of some interest to compare the prices now prevail-
ing with those which obtained in the affecled tracts during the
famine of 1897, In October 1896 the price of rice was 83 to 9%
seers per rupee, and in November it was 8 seers per rupes;
but in the second fortnight of December it went down to 10
seers, and this continned till the first fortnight of Febrnary 1897,

_owing to the fact that the paddy harvest had just been reaped.

The fair outturn in the eastern part of the distriot also helped
to keep down the price for some time, but it went up again,
and rose higher and higher till the second fortnight of June,
when rice sold abt 6 seers 10 chittacks per rupee. The rainfall
‘in July mafle the prospects brighter and prices became gradually

- easier, until in the first fortuight of September new dws. rice
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sold at 10 seers 8 chittacks per rupee, This was also the price
of rice on the 30th Beptember, when relief from Government
funds was closed. It should be added, however, that Burma
rice sold at a cheaper mate than country riee, the price being
practically the same as in Caloutte plus a small charge for freight
and profit. In June, July and the first part of August the price
was T4 to 8 seers; it then fell to 84 seers, and came -'lﬂ‘ml to 8
seers per rupee towards the close of Beptember.

The people of Khulné are on the whole fairly prosperous. The
great majority are dependent on agriculfure, living on the pro-
duce of their lands and gardens, and selling the surplus to purchase
any small luxuries that they may require. The lands, as & rule,
produce excellent harvests, especially of rice, and nearly every
family has an orchard of coconut and betel-nut trees attached to
the house. The sale of the nuts generally gives a ryot encugh
to pay his rent so that the rice grown in his fields is clear
gain, and if the sessons are favourable, he can afford to save
gomething annually. Many cultivators too have large clearances
in the Bundarbans, which steadily yield rich erops and enable
them to enjoy two harvests in the year, From March to May
these peasants oultivate their home lands and then take their
ploughs, cattle and labourers to the Sundarbans, where they spend
the next thres months in oultivating the land. When this is
finished, they return home, to find their paddy ready for out-
ting ; and after reaping it, they return again to the Bundarbans
for the harvest there, The multitude of watexways also contribute
greatly to their prosperity by rendering carriage easy and cheap,
for the agrienltural produce— rioe, jute, betel-nuts, coconuts, what-
ever it may be—is put on a boat and conveyed to the market or, if
need be, sent direct to Caloutta.

A significant indication of the comforfable ciroumstances
enjoyed by the mnjority of the agrioultural population is that,
as o rule, they do not plough their lands or ent paddy thammlvaa,
but employ labourers imported from other districts. Even the
small cultivator is in the habit of doing little or no work himself,
but simply supervising his labourers; for he has plenty of rice,
oan oatoh fish in the tanks and rivers, and has cosonuts, betel.
nuts and other fruit in his bdgdn, while there iz little that he
need buy except salt, clothes and tobaceo,

On the other hand, the cultivators arelinble to suffer period-
ioal loss from the inelemency of the seasons, especially from an
unfavourably distributed rainfall. If the rainfall is defcient,
their paddy crops ars short from want of moisture ; if it is heavy,
floods guhmarga the land and damage the rice plants, This
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damage is all the greater becnuse the distriot is intersected by
rivers and khals, the water of which in saline, especially in the
Sundarbans. In this latter tract those oultivators whose villages
are subject to annual inundation, are worss off than in ofther parts
of Khulnd, for thongh embankments are erected to keep out flood
water, these give way if not properly maintained. According to
immemorial custom, the landlords are responsible for their main-
tenance, hut the present generation of landlords in too many anses
neglect this duty. Improvident habifs also defract from the pros-
perity of the ryots. After the paddy harvest has heen gathered,
the prudential maxims of economy are forgotten, and they often
launch out extravegantly in the purchase of clothes and luxuries.
Many are involved in debt, and the exorbitant rates of interest
charged by the money-lenders leave them little chance of escape,
Tt is hoped that a remedy for this state of affaivs may be found in
the cooperative credit societies now being established in inerensing
numbers,
- The zaminddrs ave generally absentees and frequently in-
different to the welfare of their tenants, leaving the management
of their property largely to local agents, who are often ill-paid
and not too sorupulons. On the other hand, the ryots are keen-
witted and ready to assert their rights, real or supposed, in the
courts of law. The ganthidars are desoribed as being impovor-
ighed, the rents collscted from the tenants heing often their
only source of inoome, so that they are unable to bear the strain
in years of bad harvests, (Gencrally speaking, the small cultivators
and landholders and the landless middle classes are not in com-
fortabla eiroumstances; and the bledralok with small fixed
salaries, who are obliged by their position to keep up appearances,
to dresa well, and to give their children a good education,
find .it diffioult to maintain their traditional style of living in
years of high prices. Landless labourers fortunately are fow, and
are on the whole fairly well off, for there is a large demand
for labour in the Sundarbans, fo which crowds of dawdls or
reapers go in the harvesting season, There is, however, it is
reported, another side to the pioture. Although some, who have
made their money by labour of this kind, add to it by judicious
lending to their neighbours, there are others, and those the
majority, who spend it in reckless expenditure on marriages and
other social functions, and in Litigation.

On the whole, the scale of living has risen in recent years,
Visits to Calouttn, not only for business but also for pleasure, have
become  common since the opening of the railway, and the use of
imported artioles of food and clothing is reported to be general,
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Even the cultivating classes have taken fo wearing vests,
comforters and woollen wrappers, while in the towns and in
advanced villages, like Senhiiti and Mulghar, the people indulge
in Juxuries such as tes and bisonits, which were formerly

unkpown,
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OHAPTER IX.

OCCOUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE.

Occora- Acconpine to the statistios obtained at the census of 18901,

TIONE.

altogether B67,000 persons or 77 per cent. of the population are
supported by agriculture, and, of this number, 32 per cent. are nctual
workers, including 19,000 rent-receivers, 281,000 rent-payoers, and
6,000 agrioultural labourers. The next most numerous group
consists of ‘those supported by various industries, who number
147,000 and represent 117 per cent. of the population. Of these,
37 per cent, are actual workers and include 14,000 fishermen and
fish dealers, 5,000 cotton weavers and 4,000 betel-leaf sellers,
while goldsmiths, potters, dealers in timber sand bamboos, and
hide sellers are also numerous. The professional classes number
22,000, representing 1'8 per cent. of the pnpulation; and 36 per
oent, of those classed under this head are actual workers, includ-
ing 3,000 priests and 1,000 medical men. The number of those
supported by commerce is very small, amounting only to 8,552 or
0-7 per cent. of the. population, and of 4hese, 33 por cent. are
actusl workers, Among those engaged in other ocoupations are
6,000 boatmen and 23,000 general labourers.

A noticeable feature of the returns is the comparative pancity
of unproductive workers and non-workers, The vast majority of
the people earn an honest livelihood by the sweat of their brow,
and it is & matter of congratulation that, though the district does
not contain many wealthy or advanced classes, it is free from o
large number of unproductive workers or beggars. It may be
added that, generally speaking, the women of the district ave
all domestio workers. They beil or dry and husk the paddy which
their husbands grow, cook the meals of the family, wash the pots,
pens and plates, look after the domestic calttle, and keep the home-
steads mneat and tidy, Most of the Hindu and some of the
Muhsmmadan women also bring the water required for drinking
and culinary purposes from the nearest river, ghdl or tank. But in
the neighbourhood of towns, and among those Muhammadans

* who have any pretensions to gentle birth, the zanina 'system is
 observed, and the women are not allowed to go out fo bring
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water. It is very rarely, indeed, that women go out to work in
the fields or anywhere outside their own houses, In the town of
Ehulnd and a few other places, Buni women, who are the
descendants of immigrants from Burdwin and Bankud, go out fo
work ; but few other women do so. When women are compellad
to work for their own livelihood, they generally buy paddy, husk
it in their own houses, and sell the rice ; sometimes also they keep
one or two cows or a few goats. A fow women bave shops of
their own or are employed in shops, some become domestio
servants, some are reduced to begging, and some either from wunt,
or owing to vicious inclinations, lead a disreputable lifs,

In tho enrly days of British administration, the principal Masvrac.
industry of the distriot wes the manfifactare of salt, which was """

of sufficient importanoce to necessitate the employment of a cousi.
derible staff, with headquarters at Khulni, and of a small military
foroe. This industry has long since died out, and at present the
industries of Khulnd are of little commercial importance, with
the exoeption of those depending on the natural resources: of the
distriot, such as fisheries and forests. Grenerally speaking, the
local artisans supply only the necessaries of life, e.g., food and
drink of the commonest description, coorse oloth, huts, boats
roughly constructed, silver ornaments, earthen vessels, and badly
made shoes and elippers, There are no large organized industries
or manufactories except sugar refineries, in which, however, only
primitive processes are employed.

In some parts of the Satkhird subdivision fine cotton cluth
and good pottery used at one time to be manufactured to a certain
extent, but these industries are decadent. Weaving is now -
almost entirely confined to the production of coarse ootton
cloths by mesns of hand looms, These fabrica are said to be
preferred by the poorer classes to machine-made goods on secount
of their durability, but even this handicraft is not flourishing.
At present, the chief industry is the manufacture of sugar and
molasses, but this again has been seriously affected by the
ovmpetition of imported sugar, OF recent years an industrial
and agricultural exhibition has been held annually at Khulng,
and it is hoped that this institution will help to develop the
indigenous industries of the district. The following is & brief
ncoount of the mest important industries,

Bugar is made by primitive methods from the juice of the Sugar

Khejur or date palm. The first process consists of tapping the Jenttac:

tree, which begins when the tree is ripe and continues ench
year thereaffer. TWhen the rainy season issover, and there
i3 no more feayr of rain, the cultivator ocuts off the leaves
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growing out of the trunk for one half of its ciroumference, and
thus leaves bare a surface measuring about 10 or 12 inches each
way. This surface is at first a brilliant white, but becomes
by exposure quite brown, and has the appearance of coarse
matting, The leaves are cut off by a man who climbs up the
tres supporting himself by a strong rope, which he passes round
the tree and his own loins, IHe slides the ropo up and down
with his hands, setting his feet flrmly against the tree, and
throwing the weight of his body on the rope. In this manner,
his hands are free, and he outs the tree with a sharp knife ljke
8 hillhook.

After the tree hos remained exposed a fow days, the tapping
is performed by making o cut into the exposed surface, in the
ghape of a broad V, and then cutting down the surface inside the
angle thus formed. The sap exudes from this trisngular surface,
and runs down to the angle, where a thin bamboo is inserted, in
order to catch. the dropping sap and carry it out as by a spout.
Below the end of the bamboo an earthenware pot is hung at
sunsat, and the juice of the tree runs down into it. In the morn-
ing, before sunrise, the pots are taken down, and are generally full,
The juice is extracted three days in saocession, and then the free
is allowed to rest six days,” when the juice is again extracted for
three days more.

The next process consista of hoiling the juice, and this every

-ryob does for himself, usually within the limits of the palm grove,

Withont boiling, the juice speedily ferments and becomes
useless ; but when once boiled down, it may be kept for long
periods. The juice is therefore boiled at once in large pots
placed on a perforated dome, beneath which a strong fire is
kept bumning, the pared leaves of the trees being used with
other fuel. The juice, which was at first brilliant and limpid,
becomes now & dark brown half-viseid half-solid mass called gur,
which is easily poured, when it is still warm, from the beiling
pan into the ghards or earthenware pots in which it is ordinarily

Jkept. Tt is then sold to refiners, and manufactured into sugar.

Two kinds of eugar are produced, viz, dalvd end pikd.
Dalua sugar is the soft moist, non-granular, powdery sugar used
chiefly for the manufacture of Indian sweetmeats. The process
of manufacture is as follows. The pots of gur received by the
refiner are broken up and the gur tumbled out into baskets.
The surface is then beaten down so as to make it pretty level,
and *the baskets are placed over open pans. Left thus for
eight deys, thesmolasses passes through the basket, dropping
into the open pan beneath, and leaving the more solid part of
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the gur, viz., the suger in the basket. Gus is, in fact, a mixture
of sugar and molasses, and the object of the refining is to
drive off the molasses, which gives a darlk ocolour to the gur.
This eight days’ standing allows a great deal of the molasses to
drop out, but not nearly emough; and to carry the process:
further, o river weed, called scold, which grows freely in the
Kabadek, is placed on the baskets so as to rest on the top of the
sugar. The effect of this weed is to keep up a continual
moisture; and the moisture, descending through the sugar,
carries the molasses with it, leaving the sugar comparatively
white and free from molasses. Aftor eight days’ exposure with
s¢old leaves, about four inches on the surface of the mass will be
found purified. They are out ‘off, and the seld is again
placed on the newly exposed surface, This and one other
application will be sufficient to purify the whole mass, The
sugar thus oollected is moist, and it is therefore put out to dry in
the sun, being first chopped up so as to prevent it caking. When
dry, it is a fair, lumpy, raw sugar, which weighs about 30 per
cent. of the original mass, the rest of the gur having passed off
in molasses,

The sugar produced by the method just desoribed is called
dulud—a soft yellowish sugar. It can never be clean, because it
is clear, from the prooess used, that whatever impurity there may
originally be in the gur, or whatever impurity may ecreep into
the sugar during its somewhat rough process of manufacture,
must always appear in the finished article. Amnother objection to
it is that it tends slightly to liquefaction, and cannot therefore be
kept for any considerable time.

Paka sugar is a much cleaner and more lasting article, To Paka
produce it, the gw is first cast upon flat platforms, and as much i
of the molasses as then flows off is collected as fixst droppings.
The rest is collected, put into sacks and squeezed, and a great
deal of the molasses is thus separated out. The sugar which
remains behind is then boiled with water in large open pans, and
a8 it boils, all soum is taken off. It is then strained and boiled a
second time, and left to cool in flat basins, When cooled, it is
already sugar of a rough sort, and now seold leaves are put over
it, and it is left to drop. The result is a good white sugar, and
should any remain at the bottom of the vessels still unrefined, it is
again treated with seola. The frst droppings, and the droppings
under the seola leaves, ave collected, squeezed again in the sacks,
aud, from the sugar left bohind, a second small quentity of
refined: sugar is preparved in exactly the ssme way by boiling.
The droppings from the sacks are chita gur, and are not used for
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furthor sugar mannfacture. About 30 per cent. of the original

weight of the gur is turned out in the form of pure pakd sugar.
The primitive nature of the methods pursued will be readily

understood by an inspection of a refinery. It generally consiste

‘of a large open squaro, shut in with a fence, and having sheds

on one or two sides of it, where part of the worlk, and specially
the storing, is done. If it is o rofinery for the manufacture of
paka sugar, wo will find soveral furnaces within the yard, with.
men busy ot each, keeping up the fire, or gkimming the pots, or
proparing them. If dalua sugar is being made, we will see many
rowsof buskefs with the sugar, covered with ssold leaves, standing
to drop. Tows of earthen pots with gur or sugar or molasses,
nooording to the stage of manufacture, ave seen on all sides ; and
in the same open yard all the different prooesses are at the same
time going on.

The fsheries of Khulni are of considerable importance,
affording n large number of persons a means of livelihood, even
though they have not yet been properly developéd. The follow-
ing aocount of the industry is extracted mainly from the Report
on the Enguiry into the Fisheries of Bengal, by Mr. K. G.
Gupta, 1.0.8,, published in 1907.

Fishing takes place in the estuaries and larger channels only
during the autumn and cold iweather, i, from October fo
March, until the commencement of the strong south-west wind ;
but the busiest season is from November o February, when
parties of Ashermen venture ont to the sea-face. During this
period the fish keep fresh longer and can be sent to a fair dis-
tance; and most of the fish caught, especially the larger varieties,
guch as bhekti, nre sent to Calentts, In the smaller channels
within easy rench of Caloutta fishing takes place throughout the
yeor, and fish are often sent alive to Caleutta in lamboo aratee.
Grenerally speaking, the greater portion of the Sundarbans tract is
neglected from the middle of March to the end of September, but
further inland large quantities of prawns are caught, boiled and
dried for the Burma market during these months.

The numerous waterways comprised in the Sundarbans -
constitute one of the most valuable estuarine fisheries in
Bengal ; but this immense source of fish supply has as yet barely
been tapped. The number of fishermen employed is small, the
boats are unseaworthy, and there is no arrangement for the quick
despatch of  their hauls from the fishing grounds. Much food or
drinking water cannot be carried in the miserable boats now
employed, and it is consequently impossible for the fishermen to
proceed beyond a short distance from their homes and the clearings
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. made for oultivation. The result iz that this great fishery is
very imperfectly worked, whereas under more favourable condi-
tions it could be made to supply not only Caleutte but other
important markets with abundant fish in fresh condition, and also
support a considerable business in preserved fish, As regards the
inland fisheries, the eilting up of the rivers at their heads and the .
reclamation of numerous 5% have grently affected the supply of
fish for which the district was formerly famous, .

The methods employed for catching fish are both numerous Methods of
and ingenious. One favourite engine consists of a large bag Pt
net suspended on two long bamboos’stuck out at ome side of
the boat. Bometimes the hoat, with the net thus expanded under
water, is driven slowly against the ourrent. Bometimes otters are
tied by a rope to the boat, and trained to plunge about on the
sides of the net, so as to frighten fish into it. The fisherman then’
raises the net quickly by standing on the inside ends of the
bamboos, and thus gets all the fish that may be init. Amnother
common method (rather applicable to marshes than to rivers)
is a8 follows. On the surface of the swamps, large patches of
weed called didp are formed, which, on the subsidence of the
water, sometimes float out of the marshes, and sv down stream.
These patches the fishermen fix by placing stakes round their
ciroumference, and then leave them for a day or two. The fish
congregate beneath them, and the fishermen by drawing a met
round the place and removing the weeds, catch them in large
quantities. On the borders of shallow rivers, branches of trees
are olso placed in the water for the same purposs, viz., to
attract fish to one place. On the muddy banks of tidal rivers,
little branching twigs are placed to attract prawns, which oluster
about the twigs in great numbers and are easily caught. -

The fishermen in the marshes often carry in their boats an
instrument like a long broom, with spesr-heads in place of
bristles. When they pass & big fish, they dart this collection of
prongs at it, and ususlly succeed in bringing it up impaled an
one of its points. This, however, is not s regular, but only
a supplemental, mode of fishing, for men do not go out to
fish armed solely with this weapon. On narrow shelviog banks
s round net is sometimes used, The fsherman goes along
the bank, watching till he sees a place where some fish are
lying. Ho then throws his net in such a manner, that before
touching the water it has spread out into o large cirdle.. The
edgoes of the met are heavily weighted with lead, and falling on
all sides of the fish imprison them, Cage-fishing, by means
of fixed cages of wicker-work, is also common, Every little
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streamlet, and even the surface drainage of the fields and ditches,
show arrays of these traps placed so as to ocapture fish, The
same method is used, but on a larger scale, in shallow and
sluggish rivers, where, in many oases, lines of wicker traps may
be seen siretohed aoross the river from bank to bank. Amother
plan for capturing fish-is by attracting them ab night by a
bright light and trapping them. .

The methods'above described ave used by eingle fishermen,
or by o few mein together. The fish, however, have sometimes to
stand more formidable battnes, when a party go out with nets or
cages, and loying a large trap, drive into it many hundred fish at
o time,

The most usual modes of preserving fish are drying in the
sun, artificial heating, and wet salting. Drying in the sun is
the prooess most largely resorted to, especinlly with the smaller
kinds. They are put out in the-sun as caught, without any
cleaning ¢n mats or on the sand, and after three or four days are
gathered up and placed in bags or open baskets for transport.
Qhe larger kinds are out open and their entrails removed
before drying. There is always a foul smell involved in this
process, and the dried stuff does not keep for very long, espocially
in wet weather. In some cases the fish is not dried until all
efforts to eell it fresh have failed, and putrefaction has set in.

Boiling and drying in the sun are methods employed only in
the case of prawns intended for the Burma market, for which
there are soveral depdis in Khulnd. The business was introduced
some 25 years ago by a Mubammadan from Surit, whose example
was followed by others, and whose firm still heads the list. From
March to September prawns are caught by fishermen in the
numerous creeks and channels of the distriet, and by them
sold fresh to the dealers, who have factories for boiling and
drying them. The .principal firm uses trolleys and heated
chambers for the purpose, in which the drying is completed
in two or three hours. The shells are separated by beating,
anid the inner stuff, which gets hroken up into the shape of large
peas, is packed in bags, in which it keeps for some time. In
other cases the fishermen themselves do the beiling and drying
and sell the prepared stuff to the deslers. This business brings
8 large amount of money into the distriot for distribution to the
fishing population at & time when work is otherwise slack.

Wot salting is a method only employed for preserving hilsd,
:-['hﬂ 1_5!-11 are out up into transverse slices and kept in earthen pota
in brine; tamarind being sometimes used. The fish emits a nasty
emmell, and it takes an aoquired taste to relish it.. ~
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Boats are largely nsed in the conveyance of fish, both fresh
rand dried, as well as alive, and a large part of the supply of
'Caloutta mnﬂmt gent in this way from Khulnd and the
adjacent districts, Live hokii are put in crates, which are towed
by boats and brought all the way from the furlhest corners of
Khulug to Dhipa on the Salt Lake, the journey occupying
3 to 7 days, but a portion of the cargo is always lost, This
mode is resorted to more in the rains and hot weather, when
dead fish cannot be sent fresh by rail. In the ocold weathor
special fost carrier boats are employed by parties of Sundarbans
fishermen to convey the catches to the nearest railway station.
At other seasons, slow eountry boats are in use, but they are so
slow s to be almost useless for conveying dead fsh over any long
distance. The absence of rapid menus of conveyance is one of
the reasons why the Sundarbavs fsheries are not worked more
than they sre; and so long as this want is not supplied by the
establishment of a eervice of suitable launches, provided with cold
storage, no great improvement in the supply can be locked for.

Another importent industry comsiets of wood-cutting, for woea.
which there is smple scope in the Bundarbans, The regular cutting.
wood -outters live forthe most part just north of the Sundarbans;
and when the raios have ceased, their sesson begins, A body
of them start in a country boat for the Sundarbans—far south
and near {he sea. Their craft is provisioned for four months
or 80, and during that time it remains anchored at the place
which they choose as their beadquarters. They themselves
leave the boat every morning to go to their work, snd "return
to it at night in the same manner ss they would oome back to
their homes. A parly usually eonsists of ten or fiffeen men,
some of whom are slways Bhiwilis or regular wood-outters.
During the four monibs they are absent, they cut the
wood, rough-hew it, and bind it into rafts or load it on boats.
Although generally four or five dayw’ voyage | from their villages,
somie of them from time to time go home to bring news of the
party, or to report that one ¢f them has been caught by a tiger or
alligator. -

These regular expeditions are undertaken chiefly . for the
purpose of procuring the larger kinds of wood, suitable for
posts, boat-building, ete, but they, as well as the ogccasional
wood-cptters, also fell quantities of smaller timber to be used us
firewood. The occasional wood-cutters include a number of the
oultivators living within the Sundarbans limits or just beyond
them. If they have any spare time, as often happens,—for
their ficlds do not employ them all the year round,—they toke a
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boat, go down to the Sundarbans forests, and there out a cargo of
wood, and bring itup. The demand for wood, and especially for
firewood, is so great, that it olfers ample inducement to culti-
vators, even when comparatively well off, to ongage in the
trade.

A greal part of the wood thus brought up from the Sundarbans
is sundri, which will not float in its greon state. It oomes up either
as beams, or in ghort picces of four or five fect long, intended for
firawood, The former are transported by being tied outside the
boats, or aro made up into rofts and floated up along with a mass
of lightor wood. The emallor picces are laden in boats.

Boats being the chief means of locomotion all over the distriet,
boat-building is an indusiry of some local importance. It is
carried on af Khanji, Khaloa, Nawdpard, Daulatpur, Dedird,
Nunnegay, Gobindakathi, Basantpur, Debhits, Sripur, Srivimpur
and Jhanding®. Of these centres of the industry Khanji is the
most important, large cargo boats being built and repaired there,
The principal clnsses of boats are (1) cargo boats, (2) pdnshis or
passenger boats, (3) ordinary dingis of various size and shapes, and
(4) jelia dingis-or fishing boats, which are generally light, long boats
made for speed. Formerly sundri wood was largely used, as it
conld bo had at a low price; but ss that wood is now hought up by
large dealers, teak, sd/, jirul, and iron-wood planks are imported
from Calcutta. Iron-wood, being comparatively chesp and durable
in salt water, is used for the bottom, teak for the sides, and sd for
the upper part and the oross beams. The timber is gemerally
supplied by o maldjan or hy the owner of the boat, The
carpenters are paid according to the size of the boat, the usual
rate being about Rs, 4 to Re. 7 per square foobk. Their daily
wages vary from B to 12 annas per day.

Very simple nccessories and implements are used, and some

shady place beneath a tree is usually selected for the.carpenter’s
work, A fair-sized cargo boat, r.e., one of 600 to 1,000 maunds
burden, iz built in 4 to 6 months. The cost of such a boat is
about Rs. 700, nnd its market value is about Rs. 800. Generally,
the boats are let ont on hire, except dingis, which are offered
for sale for Re, 60 to Re 200; the pdnshis or green boats are
often sold for Rs, 200 to Rs. 400 ; while the large onxgo boats
sometimes fetoh Ra. 1,500. The carpenters are generally
Muhammadans or Namasiidras, but sometimes the cultivators
build small dingis themeelves for their own use.

The manufacture of pottery, eutlery and articles of hornis a

indastriors faiyly important industry at Kaliganj and other places in the

Satkhird subdivision, but the other industries of the district
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are of little importance, Jewellery iz made fo a small extent,
the characteristic jewellery of the distriet being the mdduli, o
gold ornament having the shape of two cones joined together at
their bases and sometimes flattened at the two ends, Reeds are
oxtensively used both for mat and basket weaving. They are
githered by the mat-makers, Nalufis by caste, who make
frips to the Sundarbans in the cold weather, returning with a
large quantity of reeds, which they work up into mats ab their
own homes, These mats are gometimes woven of o very large
size, and used in place of carpets; they are much better woven
{han the ordinary native-made article. DBaskets are also largely
manufactured of reeds; and little colonies of basket-wenvers,
as well as of mat-weavers, dwell just beyond the Sundarbans.
During the cold . weather they migrate to some place in the
Sundarbans, snd remain there weaving baskets, which meet
with a ready sale, as they are reguired for the rice harvest.
When the cold weather is over, they return to their villages with
a large stock of reeds, and gv on with the manufacture in their -
own houses,

The long leaf of the Nipa fruticans, locally called golpaia,
which grows extensively in the Sundarbans, makee o usefal thateh-
ing material for native huts, almost every one of which is roofed
with this leaf, Honey and bees’ wax are oollected in the forest.
Bhells, gathered both on the bavks of rivers and mamhes, and on
the sea-shore, are burnt down into lime. Khuln® is the principal

. place where Jime-burning goes on, Lime made in this way is
chiefly useful for plaster and was used in many old buildings,
At the end of the 18th contury large quantities of it were sent
to Onleutta, to be employed in building or repairing Grovernment
House. The shells from which it is made are of two kinds—a
long sort called jomyd, and & round sort called jhinuk. The ashes
of the shell-lime, mized with water, form the lime ash, or chun,
which natives chew with pan leaf. _

The exports of Khulnd consist mainly of its surplus orops Teaoe,
and the natural products of its forests and rivers. The export
of fish is considerable, and Calcutta is dependent for a large part
of its supply on this and the adjacent districts. Quantities of
timber and firewood are exported from the Bundarbans, besides
other jungle products, such as shells, honey, bees’ wax, the thatch-
ing leaves called golpatd, canes and reeds. The agricultural
exports consist mostly of rice, paddy and jute, besides a certain
amount of gram and oil-seeds. The exports of rice bulk most
largely, as the outburn is more than sufficient for local consump-
tion, Betel-nuts and coconuts are also an important export. The
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exports of manufactured articles are of little value, consisting
almost entirely of molasses or sugar made from date juice and
of ooarse matting wanufactured from the reeds found in the
numerous §i/s and marehes,

A rural population such ns that of Khulo& has but few wanls,
and tho chief imports consist of articles of necessity, which sithor
cannot be produced at all or canunot be produced oheaply in the
district, euch as raw cotton, cotton twist, cotton piece-goods,
hardware, glassware, sugar (refined), shoes, kerosene oil, coal and
coke, lime and tobasco,

The principal castes engaged in commerce are Kayasths, Telis,
Biaruis, Bahas, Milos, Baniks, Namasiidras and Mubhammadons,
Besides the rogular merchants and shop-keepers of the towns and
villages, there are a numbex of traders earrying on business in the
Sundarbans. Bome of them have large boats, with which they
visit the clearings, andl oad up cargoes close to where the grain

_grows. Others, stationed at some village, buy up grain when they
can get it, and ship it themselves or sell it to larger traders. And
everywhere there will be found a class of traders called furids,
who insert themselves between {ho more petty sellers and the
regular trader or bepdri, buying up in very emall quantities, and
when & certain bulk has been accumulated, waiting for the bepari
to come to buy, or taking the grain to him to sell it. In thess
ways the rice passes from the hand of the cultivator into
that of the trader (bepdri) or merchant (mahdjun). The trader

is & man who has a capital, perhaps of Rs, 300 or Rs. 400..

He sometimes exports his purchased rice himself, taking it ton
merchant in Caloutta or elsewhere, who will buy if, and so give
him money to use for a seeond similar transaction ; or he will sell
it on the spot to the larger exporting merchants, men who have
large firms. in Caloutta and agencies in the producing distriots,

. At Khulna there is a loan company known as the Khulna
Loan Oompany. The rate of interest charged by it varies from
Re. 9 to Rs. 18-12 per cent., in proportion to the amount and
according to the value of the security offered in ornaments or landed
property. It is reported that the rate of interest being high, only
fhe zamindars and middle classes derive any advantage from the
Company, and that while it is a great help to them, cultivators are
upable to secure loans, Adttempts are being made to establish
COooperative Oredit Bocieties in as many villages as possible, to
enable the latter to borrow money when required at reasonable
rates. In 1905-06 only one such-society had been started, but in
1907-08 altogether twenty-five were established, and the people
are beginning to take a more active interest in them:

EEMLEE A Pk s o [ PR

i T

I...d-'a'""



OCOUPATIONS, MANUPACTURES AND TRADE. 125

The ohief trade cenfres aret—in tho Khulnd subdivision, Trade
Khulna, Daulatpur, Phultala, AIE:yur, Kdpilmuni, Ghukna.gm, exptired,
Chalog, Jalmd, Dumrid and Xutirhat ; in the Bagherhat subdivi-
sion, Bagherhat, Fakirhat, Mansi, Jateipur, Kachud, Chitalméri,
Gaurambha snd Morrellganj § and in the Satkhird subdivision,
Bardal, Patkelghata, Kiliganj, Ilalirod, Debhatd, Chanduris,
Bn.anntpur, Asfisuni, Tald and Nawabfnki, The trade of Khulna
is carried on generally at permanent markets and Adls, i.s,
periodical markets held at different villages, to which the oulti-
vators bring their rice forsle, and where they purchase in return
their little home stores and necessaries,

A description of one of these market villages  will apply Hats.

to all, and the following account of one of them is extracted,
with a fow necessary modifications, from Sir James Westland's
Report. If one were tu seo such a village on an ordinary day,
one would see a fow eleepy luts on the river banvk, and pass
it by as some insiguificant village. The huts aro many of them
shops, and they are situated round a square; but there are mo
purchasers {o be seen, and the square is deserted. The day before
the Aat is held, however, lurge native craft: come up from
all directions, and anchor along the banks of the river and
khal, waiting for the market. Next day boats pourin from all
directions laden with grain or conveying purchasers, People who
trade in eatables bring their tobaceo and turmerio fo meet the
demand of the thousand cultivators who have brought their rice to
market, and who will take away with them a week’s stores, The
river and AAdl become alive with native oraft and boats, pushing
in among each other, and literally covering the face of the water,
Bales are guing on rapidly amid all the hubbub, and the traders
and merchants are filling their ships with the grain which the
husbandmen have brought alongside and sold to them. The
greater part of the fraffic takes place on the water; but on land+
too it is m busy sight. On water or on’ land, there is probably e
representative from mearly every house for miles round. They
have eome to sell their grain and to buy their stores; numberless
hawkers have come to offer their stores for sale,—oil, turmerio,
tobaocoo, vagetables, and all the other luxuries of a peasant’s life.
By the evening the business is done; the hushandmen turn their
boats homewards ; the hawkers go off to the next market village,
or go to procure fresh supplies ; and with the first favourable tide
the hoats weigh anchor, and take their cargoes away, Next
morning the place is deserted fur another week.

The external trade of the district is carried on chiefly by means Trade
of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, steamers and ordinpary routes.
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oargo boats. The internal trade is carvied on ohiefly by country
boats plying along the Bhairab, Jamungs, Kanksidli, Kalindi,
Kabadak, Madhumati, Atharabinks, Rupsa, Bhadrd, and Passur,
snd along the numerous rivers and oreeks intersecting the
distriot, most of which are navigable all the year round. There
are two principal trade routes in this district. The first enters
the distriot at Sachindaha Hat and proceeds vt Aldipur to
Khulni, and thence to Daitighata. Ilere it divides into two
channels, which meeot at Bardal, The upper channel, which can
be used by small conntry boats and launches but is often not
navigable by steamers nnd large boats, proceeds »id Surkbali Hat.
The lower chanmel, which is used by small steamers and large
country boats snd is always open, proceeds vid Chalnd ILat. The
former is patt of the Inner Boat lloute, and the latter of the
Outer Boat Route. I'rom Bardal the route goes on to Xaliganj,
and leaves the distriot ot Basanipur, from which it proceeds
through the 24-Parganas to Caloutta. The trade of the Ganges,
8 well as that from Birajganj, porlions of Mymensingh, Dacoa,
Rangpur, and beyond, comes by this ronts. The second great
route, known as the SBteamer Route, comes from Barisal, enters
this disiriot at Morrellganj, and passing through the uninhahbited
forests of the Sundarbans leuds to Caloutta. This is used by
largo steamers, flats and timber boats, and is the great channel of
trade from the Meghni side of Dacca, Mymeneingh and Tippera,
Sylhet and Noakhali.
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CHAPTER X.

————

MEANB OF COMMUNICATION,

Trae north of the district is tapped by the Eastern Bengal State Gesenax
Railway, which has o line runuing as far as Khulnd, The %0k
remainder of the distriot ia almost entirely dependent on waler
communications, for the whole country is intersected by estuaries
and water channels. The regular route of the river-borne trade
from Caloutta to Eastern Bengal lies through the district, and
it is well served by steamers, For interhal communication
country boats provide the principal means of transport, owing to
the ramification of water channels, which enable boats to find their
way fo every village and almost to the door of every cottage.
For the same yeason roads are necesssrily few in number and
short in length, and being wnmetalled—for in this fen conntry
stone quarries and kanker beds are un.kmwn—they of little
use during the rainy season.

Regarding the question of axtamlmg the means of communi-
cation, the following remarks, recorded by the Distriet Magistrate
in 1905, may be quoted ;—* It has been a wonder to me af times
that in places where cart traffic is limited, and boat journeys
are generally vesorted to for locomotion, there should be any
road at all ; but going fo the interior I notice the great want of AT
communication between villages situated at some distance from
the river banks. I have also seen tow-paths made by Publie
Works funds and by some of the zamindirs not sufficiently broad
to permit of two persons walking abreast; and this has led me
to think.that in our future famine scheme we should comvert
these tow paths into river embankments sufficjently large to
allow a cart to be driven, if not two., These will efficiently pre- -
vent the salt waler from getting into the flelds and villages,
and also be a safer means of communieation than boats when
rivers are boisterous and small dingis cannot ply. I am not in
favour of metalling any more roads in this distriot, Those that
we possess are sufficient, but in places where the soil becomes
impassable in the rains, some parts may be metalled. If the
veilway line is extended to Satkhira, and then on to Xhulna or
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Daulatpur vi@ Chuknagar, it will open out a part of the country
which is linble to famino. T also hope that the railway may in
time be extended to Bnghmhﬁt and then on fo Morrellganj, when
it will tap all the grain and jute traffic from Bmkargunga and
bring them within easy reach of Calemita,”

In any account of the waterways of Ihulnd first place must
be given to the system of navigable channels, known as the
Caloutte and Enstern Canals, or somelimes as the Ciroular and
Fastern Canals, which carry the produce of Eastern .Bengal and
the Brahmaputra Valley to Caloutta.

The Calentta and Eastern Canals run through this district
and the 24-Parganas in Bangu.l and through the districts of
Faridpur snd Backergungo in Eastern Bengal. They have a
total length of 1, 127 miles, of which 47 miles aro artificial canals
or cuts connecting the tidal channels, The remainder are natural
channels, mainly the tidal creeks and rivers of the Sundarbans,
which stretch eastwards from the Hooghly across the Gtanges
delta, The ‘channels are under the supervision and ocontrol of
(Government, and tolls are charged on vessels when they enter
the Circular Canal at Dhipa lock § miles east of the Hooghly.

This is one of the most important systems of inland navigation
in the world, judging by the volume of the traffio, which averages
s million tons per annum, valued at nearly four million sterling.
The situation of Caloutta makes it the natural ontlet for the
Ganges valley, and this position has been enormously strengthened
by the construction of railways ; but other measures were necessary
to enable it to tap the trade of the Brahmaputra valley and to
foous the rich traffio of the eastern distriets. The intermediate
country is o maze of tidal erecks, for the most part ruoning north
and south, but connected here and there by cross-channels, wide
near the sea-face but narrow and tortuous further ioland. Theee
inland channels are constantly shifting as the deposit of silt raises

their beds, while on the other hand the great estuaries near the

sea-face are not navigable by country hoats from June to Oetober,
owing to the strong sea-breezes which prevail during the south-
west monsoon. |

This system of channels was devised, thercfore, in order
to allow country boats to pass from tha eastern districts to
Caloutta by & direct inland rotte, and the problem has been to
keep the natural oross-channels clear of silt, and to conneot
them with each other and with Caleutta by a system of artificial
canals, | The channels have been in use for many years, and it
is along them that the rice, jute and oil-seeds of Eastern Bengal,

the tea of Assam and. Ofchir, and the jungle produce of the .

g T
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Sundarbans pour into Caleutte, while they also carry the exports of
salt, piece-goods and kerosene oil from Caloutta to these distriots.

To the east the objective of the system is Barisal, the head-
quarters of the great rice-growing district of Backergunge, situated
187 miles enst of Caloutta, There are three alternative routes
to Darisil known oz the Imner Boat Iloute, the Ounter Boat
Route, and the Steamer Route, The Inner Boat Route, which
is used by small country boats and launches, passes nlong the
Bhtngar canal and Sibsé river to Khulnd, and thence by the
Bhairab river to Pirojpur and Barisil. The Outer Boat Route,
which is used by small stenmers and large country boats, follows
Tolly’s Nullah and the Bidyadhari river to Osuning, and then
strikes to the north-east. The channels it follows in this district
will be seen in the map. The Steamer Route, which is used by
large steamers and flats, follows the Hooghly river as far as the
Baratals creck between Sigar island and the mainland, aud then
turns east and north-east, working its way through various creeks
and channels in the Sundur'ba.na till it meets the two routes
previously described at Pirojpur,

. Ineluded in this system is an important channel, known as
the Madaripur Bil route, which in the rains forms a direct mesns
of communication between the railway terminus at Khulnd and
Madaripur and other jute centres, The Madaripur Bil, it may be
expleined, is a large inland depression, in the Faridpur distriet,
between. the Kumir and Madhnmati rivers, and the channel
through it shortens the journey between Khulni and Madiripur
by 89 miles. The improvement of this routs, so as to make it
navigable for jute-laden steamers and flats during the rains, wus
gommenced in 1900, and has since been completed. The channel
is now to be further deepened and widened, so as to make it
navigable throughout the year.

The following iz & desoription of the principal routes pro- Principal

ceeding from east to west.

Proceeding from Barisil, the Inner Boat Route follows the
Madhumati and then goes along the Bhairab, passing by Kachua
and Bagherhat, as far as Khulnd, From Khuloa the route
follows the Riiped river to Baitdghatd, whenes it passes by
Surkhali to Deluti, and thenee by the Sibsa river vid Paikgicha-
to the Kabadak, It then goes on past Asisuni to Kaliganj and
thence to Basautpur, alter whioh it follows the Jamuni as far as
Husainabid, and eventually leads to Caloutta,

The Outer Boat Route branches off from the former at
Baitighata, and striking southward by the I{aszibacha follows a
semi-gircular cowse slong the Dhiki and Manis, till it rejoins

E
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the Inner Boat Route near Chindkhali. It then leaves it again
near Asisuni, and follows the Kholpetus, Galghasia and Banstald
but rejoine at the junction of the Danstald with the Kanksiali
Khal. An alternative route striles northwards from Ashsuni to
Batkhird; and from Husainibfid it pursnes a northerly course
along the Kailindi.

The Steamer Toute enters this district at Morrellganj and then
follows the Baruikhal es far as Jindhira., It passes Chindpai a
little further on, and then pursues a circuitous south-westerly
course throngh the Sundarbans, leaving this distriet at its south-
western corner.

To the north-west the chief hoat route enters the distriet from
Jeesore, and after reaching the junction of the Knbadak with the
Maricheh#ip river, proceeds by the latter as far ns its junction with
the Betnd and the Kholpetus, where it divides into two chanunels.
Large boats pass along the Iholpetud, Gralghasia, Béanstald and
Kinksiali channels to Kiliganj, while smaller boats enter the
Sobnali at its junction with the Kholpetua and proocced to Kali-
gonj by the Guntiskhali, Habrd Gang, Sitalkhili, Jhapjhapia
end Kanksiali, The route through the Bitalkhili has been
ghortened since the opening of the Gobinda Kats Kha/, and boats
of all sizes now pass througl it. From Kaliganj the route pro-
ceeds through the Jamund ns far as Basantpur, where it again
divides forming an inner and an outer passage. The ouber
passage enters the 24-Parganas through the Ialindi river and
the Sahebkhali and Barakulia Ihdks, while the inner passage
proceeds by the Jamuni from Basantpur to Husaingbad, where it
enters n channel called the Musainabad Khdl,

Other routes branch off north, east and south from Khulna.
The chief northern route proceeds up the Athirabanka, the
Madbumati and the Garfi into the Padma or main channel of the
Ganges, and carries the river trade of Northern Bengal during
the eeason when the Nadia rivers are closed. In recent years, the
silting up of this route has led to its abandonment by steamers,
The eastern route from Khulnd passes down the Bhairab and
then by Barisal through the Backergunge distriot to Daoca,
The main southern route connects Khalna with Morrellganj.

Besides the rivers, there are several improved natural channels,
of which & listis given below:—(1) A small artificial creek, 3
miles long, leads from the Kabadak at a point 4 miles north of
Ohindkhili, to the Sibed river, which comes up from Paikgacha.
This channel, which is navigable all the year round, is about 3
miles long and was constructed some yenrs ago to savo the boat
traffic of the eastern distriots from having to make a long detour
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northwards. It perpetuales the name of the Aseistant Engineer
who excavated it, for the village whioh sprung up at its western
end is called Millettganj and the creck itself Millettganj Khdl
(2) The Eabadak is also conneeted with the Danskhali Jhd/ (one
of the inner Bundarbans kidls) by the Kata Khdal, by which a
great bend of the river is avoided. This kid! was excavated by
Babn Pran Nath Ohandhri, and is used by the sugar boats from
Kotohfindpur, Jhingergfichéi and Trimohini on the Ksbadak in
Jessore, But the rush of water at ebb tide is very great, andits
navigation consequently requives care, (3) The Naya Katd Khai
leads from the Xumrakhili to the DBairh Bil, It is 2 miles
long and is navigable all the year round. (4) The Satkhira
Kata Khal (6 miles long) connects the Bairda Bl hals and the
Botnd river. Small boats passing up the Betni Gang to Caloutta
and back use this thal as a short cut; but it is silting up,
and has booome a receptecle for the filth and drainage of the
villages along its banks. Iis excavation would involve o
large expenditure of money, and is said to be inadvisable, as it
would soon silt up again, unless provided with locks at both
ends. (6) The Dandia I{atd Zk4l, (6 mile elong), conneots the
Kabadak and the Betna river. It is novigable for ifs whole
length only during the rains, and as far as Benergénti, n dis-
tance of 3 miles, for the rest of the year, (8) The Jogikhali
X4l conneots the Possur with Nawipérl, (7) The Gobinda
Eats Khal or Wazirpur Kata Khal (3 miles long) joins the
Kanksiali with the Guntiakhali; both these are navigable all the
year round. DBesides these kAals, two other ZAdls may be mene
tioned, viz., the Alaipur Kha), which was re-excavated some years
agoso ag to open out communication with the eastern districts,
and the Asdsuni K4/ in the Satkhird subdivision, three miles
of which have been deepened recently so as to reopeu the short
route to Calonlta, All these Ihdle have to be cleared of silt
periodically.

The distriot is served by several steamer services. The Steamer
Khulni-Narayanganj Daily Mail |Service ¢onnects Khulna with ™
the distriotse of Backergunge, Faridpur, Tippera and Daces,
while the Oachir-Sundarbans Daily Despatch Bervice celling at
Morrellganj plies through the Bundarbavs to Barisal, Chéndpur,
Naryanganj and Assam. There used to be a deily feeder
service between Khulnsi, Bagherhat and Morrellganj, but this has
been discontinued lately owing to the silting up of the Alaipur
Khal between Alaipur and Manbhog, Ihulnd is also connected
by the Magurh eervice with Magurd in Jessore, and by the
Potlmari service with Boalmfiri in Faridpur. Other steamer
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services run from Khulod {o Lohfigard in Jessore, and from
Kapilmuni, slong the Kabadak, to Ilotohandpur ip Jessore,
tapping the railway ot Jhingergichd. Another line plying
between Pirojpur and Nazirpur touches at Xachug, and in the
rainy eenson & service is opened from Madaripur to Khulnd for
jute traffie, passing along the Madaripur Hil route.

The central section of the Hastern Dengal State Railway
connects Khulnd with Caleutta and tho adjoiving districts of
Jessore, Nadii and the 24-Parganas, The terminus is at Khulni,
gnd there are two other stations, Daulatpur and Ihultala, the
length of the line in the district being about 13 miles, V’roposals
for extending the Bfirdsat-Basirhat light railway to Satkhiva
are under consideration.

The distriet roads maintained by the Distriet Board have a
length of 535'6 miles, of which 508 miles are unmetalled and
276 miles are metalled, and there are also a number of village
roads, with an aggregate length of 928 miles, under its control.
These roads are all contained in the north of the district, and a
reference to the map will show that the southern porlion cf the
district is entirely without this means of communieation—and
neopssarily so, as it is out up in all directions by waler-chanuels,
which afford & more convenient means of transport. The following
is an account of the more important roads.

In the Khulnd subdivision the most important road is that
from Kholnd to Rajghat on the northern boundary of the dis-
triot ; this is the old rond to Jessore, but ite importance has
much decreased sinco the opening of the railway, which follows
nearly the same line. Its length within the distriet is 17 miles,
of which 64 miles are metalled. From Daunlatpur on this road
a long oross-country road, 83 miles long, has been made to .
8itkhira, Other important roads in this subdivision ara the
road from Khulni to Bagherhat, 20 miles long, of which a
little over half a mile near Bagherhat is metalled and the road
from Talad to Paikgachs, 14 miles long. The other roads are
mainly feeders of those mentioned above.

In the Batkhird subdivision the principal rond is that from
Batkhirg to Chandurid, 22 miles long. This is an important
trade route, as it conneots the fAdfs of Kadamtali, Ielarod,
Sonaberid and Chéndurid, and is much used for the transport
of sugar, which is exported by water from Chindurii. A
continuation of this road rums from Satkhirdi to Bhomri, a
distance of 9 miles, and finally goes to Cilcutta vid Basirhit
and Barfisat ; but the part of the road lying within thie distxiet
is motalled. The only other roads calling for separate mention
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in this part of the district aro those from Alaipur to Debhata
(12 miles), from Kaliganj to Iswarfpur (12§ miles), and from
Satkhira to Budhhata (7} miles).

In the Bégherhiit subdivision the principal roads are the
Khulng-Bagherbat road already mentioned, which is continued
to Bongong, and the road from Bagherhat to E&mpal (16 miles)
with a continuation to Chindpai, 4 miles further on, These two
roads are comnected by a cross-country road between Bagherhat
and Rampal. The majority of the roads in the subdivision are
merely paths along the rivers and estuaries,

The district coutains altogether 74 post offices and 4783 Fosms

miles of postal communication. Ths number of postal articles gazrons.
delivered in 1906-07 was 2,879,306 includiog 1,564,858 post
cards and 940,342 letters, The value of money orders issved
in that year wos Rs. 15,309,684, and of those paid Rs. ©,33,639.
The total number of Bavings Banks deposits was 7,042, the
amount deposited being Rs. 5,864,614, There are five postal-
telegraph offices situated at Khulnd, Bagherhat, Fakirbat,
Morrellganj and 8&tkhird, from which 11,000 telegraphio
messages were issued in 1906-07.
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CHATTER XI.

LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION.

Dunine the period of Mughal rule the country appears to
have been porcelled out among a fow large zamindars, The
most influential of these zamindirs were the IajAs of Jessoro or
Chanohrfi, the nnelous of whose estates comsisted of parganas
Saiyadpur, Amidpur, Mundagicha and Mallikpur, part of the
territory wrested from Pratapaditya. These parganas were
granted to Bhabeswar Rai as a reward for his services in the
war against that ohief ; and his descendants, eepecially Manchar
Rai (1640—1705), extended the limits of the estate until it
comprised mnearly all tho parganas now included in the distriot.
It was finally divided into two portions by 8Bukh Deb Rai, who
assigned & quarter share to his brother Syfm BSundar Rai, on
whose death without heirs it was resumed by the Nawab and
granted to a nobleman of Lis court named Salah-ud-din Khan,
This latter estate was composed principally of lands in parganas
Saiyadpur and S8hos and was kmown as the Saiyadpur zamindxi,
The three-quarters share which the Rija of Jessore retained was
onlled the Yusafpur estato, after the name of the prineipal pargana
inoluded in it. It extended over the whole country between the
Bhairab and Passur rivers on the east almost up to the Iehhs.
matl on the west, while its northern limit was the tract through
which the high road ran from Caleutta to Dacea. The greater
part of the distriot was included in these two estates, but there
were also & fow smaller properties not absorbed by them, which
belonged to different families. The largest extended over par-
ganas Hogla and Belphulid, while another wns included in
pargana Svltanpur-Khararit. There were other smaller proper-
ties scattered over the district, but they were rather fragments
of larger properlies, which had been separated by purchase or
grant, and not estates which had always had a separate existence,
There was this further distinction that the.szamindsirs in
geion had no share in the administration like the larger land-
holders. At tho eame time, the latter appear to have been rather

This aceount of the revenuo history of the district has been compiled from
Bir James Westland's Rapors on the Disiriot of Jessore, :




LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION, 135

contractors for land revenue than actual owners of landed estates
paying revenue to Government. Thus, we find that Manohar

1 wes given authority to collect and pay in the revemue
of the smaller estates in his neighbourhood, and that he gradually
acquired a large property by paying up arrears when the small
zamindirs defaulted and by engeging for its future payment,
The same method of aggrandizement was followed by his son,
80 that apparently the revenue of the smaller estates was paid
through the owners of the large zamindaris, who could soquire
them in caso of default by paying up the arrcars and engaging
for the fature.

When the Ditwdni of Bengal, which included the administra- Eamcr
tion of civil justioe as well as the collestion of revenus, was ParmEE
conferred upon the East India Company in 1765, it was not at mmazwox,
first considered advisable to entrust the immediate management
of the latter to Buropean officers, who had had no experience of
its intricacies. Butin 1769 Bupervisors were appointed by Mr.
Verelst - with powoers of supervision over the native officers
employed in colleoling the revenue and administering justice in
different parts of the country; and in 1770 Councils, with
superior authority, were established at Murshidabad and Patua.
The Supervisors were instructed to obtain full information regard-
ing the produce and capacity of the land, to give details not
only of the revenue, but also of the cesses or other demands
made from the cultivators, and to report on the regulation of
commerce and the administration of justice. The information
elicited by these enquiries showed that the internal government
was in a state of profound disorder, and that the people wers
suffering great oppression. Nevertheless, seven years elapsed
from the acquisition of the Diwani before the Government
deemed itself competent to remedy these defeots, It was nob till
1772 that the Court of Directors resolved to “stand forth as
Didn, and by the agency of the Company’s servents to take
upon themselves the entire care and management of the
revenue.” A Board of Revenue was sccordingly appointed
at Osloutta, the Supervisors were given the designation of
Collectors, and a native officer s'yled Diwdn, who was chozen hy
the Board, was associated with each Collector in the control of
revenue affairs. The Kuropean officers were recalled, however, in
1774, and native agents (dmils) appointed in their stead. It
was not till 1786 that a European Collector was again appointed
for each district, the first in Jessore being Mr. Henckell, who
was vested with the united powers of Uollector, Civil Judge and
Magistrate.

gy 2
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The north of the district, in common with other districts of
Bengal, was seltled in the year 1772 for a term of five years, on the
expiry of which yearly seitlements were made with the zamindirs
till the Decennial Bettlement of 1790, When the settlement
of 1772 wns madoe, it was based on the enquiries made by an
officer named Mr, Lane, whom the Commiltee of Revenne liad
deputed to make an cstimate of tho zamindiirs' assots. No further
enquiry was made, and when the task of making the yemly settle-
ments devolved upon the Collector, he had fow sottled principles
and littlo detailed information to help him, 1Ie not unnaturally
made a rough caleulation, and got the zamindar to undertuks to
puy a8 much as Lo could be made to consent to. If no amienble
settlement could be wrived at, the zemindir wes temporarily
ousted, and the Collector tried by direot colloctions to remlize the
estimated vevenue, The same courso was adopted in case of
arrears, and the defnulling zamindir was also linble to Le put
into jail, the sale of estates for arvears being spparently an
expedient which had not been thought of at the time. In ome
oase ot least the authorities followed the old Mughnl plan, when
the zamindérs of the Sultivpur estate defaunlted in payment of
the demand. They wero dispossessed, and the estato was trans.
ferred to one Kisi Nath Datta on his paying up the arrears and
engaging to pay the revenue nccruing in future,

The annual settlements of land revenue, based on such imper-
fect data, resulled in an incroased asscssment every year and
operated very harshly upon the zamindirs, Many were plunged
in debt, and their embarrassment reacted on their tenants, from
whom they squeezed as much as they could get. * The zamin-
diirs,” writes Sir James Westland, * uncertain of to-morrow, and
having little enough for to-day, fell back on the ryots and deter-
mined to get the utmost out of them;they were pinched in their
turn, and progress of any sort was rendered impossible. No
ryot would improve his land or extend his cultivation when he
knew that the zamindar would at once demand all the advantage
that might acorue ; and no zamindar would attempt improvement
of his estate when he knew the certain result would be an
incressed demand, and an indeterminately inoreesed demand, on
the part of the Collector, The mutual distrust between Govern-
ment, zaminddr and ryot—the natural consequence of an annual
settlement system, especially where no principles were laid down
as & basis to work upon— barred sll progress, and remedy was
loudly called for,” . .

In 1790 the Decennial Bettlement wes carried out by Mr,
Rocke, who had succeeded Mr, Henckell the year before, and
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was declared permanent in 1793, This settlement, ns is well Parma.
known, wus a great advance upon the previous system, and ;“T
involved a great deal more than a mere settlement of the revenue yaym
to be paid by zaminddrs, Hitherto, at each settlement the assets

of the estate had been estimated ; and the zamindar refained the
produce of his rent-free lands, together with a suitable but not
agourately defined allowance, and handed over the remainder to

the Government, A fixed demand was now gettled, and at the

same time the zamindars were bound in their turn to maeke a
pimilar softlement wifh their ryots, so that the profits from
extension of oultivation and from the settlement of new ryots
would be enjoyed by the zemindr, while the profits from

the improvement of each ryot's holding would be obtained by the

ryot himself. J .

Another important change of system consisted in the separa-
tion of dependent ldlukdars. These were a class of minor
gaminddre created by, and paying their revenue through, the
regular zamindfrs. The tdluks were of two classes, pdttai, i.e.,
founded upon a lease or pdiéd, and kharidd, i.e., purchased.
In either case they had hoen oreated by the zamindir, who, in
return for an adequate consideration, made over to the falukddr
almost his entire rights in a small portion of his estate, subject
to the payment of an annmal rent. In this way zamindars
anxious to realize money had granted away large portions of
their estates either rent-free or on quit-rent tenures. Govern-
ment now ordered that these grants should be separated from
the parent estate, i.s., instead of paying their revenue to the
zgaminddr, the fd/ukddrs should pay it direct to Government.
They were thus placed on the footing of other zamindars, but
those who were bound by their engagements to pay revenus
through the zamindirs only, were held not fo be entitled to
separation. Amnother chaonge effected at the same time was the
abolition of snir dues, i.e., duties levied at hd/s or markets upon
goods brought for sale,

Apart from these and a few other circumstances, the basis of
the settlement was the settlement of the previous year or the
Collector’s calculations, which were aocepted for all but the largest
estates, in respect of which the Board went into details, and
somewhat modified his estimate. That the terms were not very
favourable to the zamindars, will be seen from the figures show-
ing the settlements of the largest estates, Yusafpur being settled
at Ra, 3,02372 or about Rs. 5,000 more than the demand of
the previous year, while the Saiyadpur estate was made to. pay
Rs. 90,583 or Rs. 2,000 more than the previous.year. Bome of
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the zamindérs, the saminddr of Yusafpur partioularly, fought hard
for a modification of the terms proposed, but finally hed fo
aocept them. In the end, most of the great zamindar families
wero ruined and lost their estates owing fo soveral causes, The
agsossment was too high, and the entiro assots could not he
realized, o8 the ryots were {oo strong and tho law too wenk for
the zamindars, While the law insisted upon the immediate
payment of the full amount domanded from tho latter, it placed
in their hands the most insufficient means of collecting their
dues. For, if any ryot failed to pey his rent, they had to go
through the dilatory, expensive, and by no means certain process
of suing him in court and executing o decree againet bim—if
the ryot had mnot meantime teken advantage of tho delay and
absoonded. Laestly, the Tormanent Nettloment, by declaring
estates to be the zumindire’ proporty, but transferable Ly sale, had
facilitated their trapsference to oreditors, Thoe zamindirs before
the settlement were many of them in debt, and now some at least
had to part with their lands to meet their oreditors’ demands.

. The general result may be gathered from the faot that,
acoording to a report made by the Collector in 1800, no less than
1,000 eatates were in arrears. Among the samindirs who were
ruined was the largest landholder in the distriot, Raja Srikinta
Rai of Yusafpur, who lost one by one the pargenss making up
his estate and was reduced to beggery. The proprietors of other
estates were no more fortunate. Pargana Ilogla was sold up
in 1796, and pargana Belphulid was several times put up to eale.
Of all the laxge zaminddris in the distriot only two appear to
have withstood the ordeal of the fixst ten years after the Perma-
nent Seftlement, viz., the Saiyadpur estate, now known as the
Trust Estate, and Sultanpur, which had been acquired by XKgsi

" Nath Datta in the manner already mentioned. The necessity of

Reavyp-
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finding a remedy for this state of affairs at length pressed itself
upon the attention of Grovernment ; and by Regulation VII of
1799 the zamindirs were given greater facilifies for realizing
rents from the ryots. DBut this messure was carried only after
many zaminddrs had been ruined.

The most important event in the subsequent revenue history
of the district was the resumption of estates. At the time of the
Permanent Settlement large areas were claimed as revenue-free
(fakhiraf), snd the authority to scrutinize such revenue-free
grants, and if invelid, to annex them, was specially reserved,
‘Phe grants were divided into two classes—Dadshaht and hukumi,
the former being those that were granted by the Mughal Emperor
direct, and the latber by the officials of the Emperor. Regulation
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made in the lots bordering on the cultivated tranl;a, it was almost
hopeless for a grantee, whose land lay deeper in the forest, to
sucoeed in his undertaking, however great his capital might be.

In these circumstances, the grantees petitioned Government Rnles of
for more liberal terms, and it was af last realized that the grant %
rules of 1830 were not o success. They were accordingly
modified and were re-published in September 1863, Grants were
to be made for 89 years, and were sold to the highest bidder if
thers was compelition. The revenue ssscssed on them was
reduced to about © annas per acre; and even this full rate (low as
it was) did not become payeble till the O1st year, after o long and
very gradual enhancement commencing from the 21st year. DBut
reclamation was more carefully provided for, and the grantee was
required to have one-eighth of Lis grant it for cultivation in 5
years, ong- fnurﬁh in 10 years, one-half in 20 years, and practically
the whole in 80 yeavs, nnder pain of forfeiture. The earlier
grantees were allowed the option of giving up their old leases and
taking frosh leases under the new rules, This concession was
highly appreciated, and about seventy of the earlier grantees
acoepted it and commuted their leases. The new rules gave a fresh
stimulus to the reclamation of the Sundarbans, and there was no
difficulty in granting out lands, for surveyors had been employed
continuously from the year 1840, and had made partial surveys of
all the accessible lands; besides which, all such lands in Khulna
and Backergunge were surveyed and mapped out in the course of
the revenue survey during the years 1857 to 1863. Altogether,
157,990 acres are now held under the rules of 1853,

The roles of 1853 were virtually superseded by several sets of
sale rules issued after 1862, but as the latter proved inoperative,
a revised set of lease rules was published in 1879. TUnder those
rules the grants made are of two classes, viz, (I) blocks of 200
acres or more leased to large capitalists who are prepared to
spend {ime and money in developing them; and (2) plots not
exceeding 200 acres lensed to small capitalists for clearance by
cultivators.

The “large capitalist rules’ differ from the rules of 1863 Lange
in providing a rent-free period of only ten years, and in laying ::f:lmk“
down only one clearance condition, viz., that ome-eighth of the
entire grant shall be rendered fit for cultivation at the end of the
Sth year. This condition may be enforced either by forfeiture
of the grant or by the.issue of a fresh lease, omitling the
remainder of the rent-free period, and requiring payment of
rent ab enhanced rates during the term of the grant. The rules
also provide for gradually increasing rates of assessment affer
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the expiration of the rent-free period, and varying rates within
different tracts according to the rent-paying capabilities of the
land, It is further provided that there shall be constantly
reowrring renmewals of the lease on resettlement, The term
of the original lense is fixed at 40 years, and rosettlements
are to be made after periods of 30 years, maximum rates being
laid down for ecnch resettlement. The maximum arean of a
grant is restricted to 5,000 bighds, the minimum being 200 bighds,
Cultivation must not be scattered all over the sren of the land,
but proceed regulaxly through the blocks. Leases are to be sold
at an upset price of Me. 1 an acre, when there is only one
applicant, and to the highest bidder, when there are more than
one. The leases confer an occupancy right, hereditary and
transferable. Rights of way and water and other cesements are
reserved. The right of using all navigable streams and towpaths
not less than 25 feet wide on each side of every such stream
is aleo reserved to the publio; while Government reserves to
itself the right to all mineruls in the land, together with righta
of way end other reasonable facilities for working, ‘getting at,
and carrying away such minerals, No charge is made for timber
on the land at the time it is leased, nor for any that may be eut
or burnt to effect clearances or that may be used on {he land;
but a duty is levied on any exported for eale,

Under “the small capitalist rules” pluts of land below 200
bighds axe given to small settlors, guaranteeing them a formal lense
for 30 years, if the lands are brought under cultivation within two
years, The 30 years' leass allows a rent-free term of two years,
with progressive rates of rent on the cultivated ares, fixed with
reference to rates paid in the neighbourhood by ryots to land-
holders for similar lands. If available, an area of unreclaimed
land equal to the cultivated area is included in the lease, and in
addition, the lessee can bring under cultivation any quantity of
land adjoining his holding which he may find bond fide unoceupied.
The holding is liable to measurement every five years, and
all cultivated land in excess of the area originally assessed can
be assessed at the same rate. After 30 years, renewed leases can
be given for 30 years’ periods, and rates of assessment can be
adjusted af each renewal with reference to rates then prevailing in
the neighbourhood. The tenure is heritable and transferable,

ided that notice of transfer is given within one month, and no
holding ie to be divided without permission, No charge is made
for wood and timber on the grant, nor for any out or burnt in
making clearances, or used on the land; but a duty is levied on
any exported for sale,
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Experience has shown that the system followed has not been
& suocess, and it has been condemned on the ground that it caused
a heavy losa of revenue, afforded no adequate coutrol over the
landlords, and encouraged a system of sub-infeudation, by which
middlemen are introduced botwoen the original grantee and
the cultivator. Land-jobbers and speculators obtained leases for
the purpose of re-selling them. In order to recoup his initial
outlay, the original lesseo often sub-let to smaller lessees in
return for cash payments. And the same process was corried on
lower down the chain, with the result that the land was eventunlly
reclaimed and cultivated by peasant cullivators paying rack-rents,
It was accordingly decided in 1004 to abandon this system and
to introduce n system of ryotwiri seftlement as an experimental.
measure, .6, small aveas will be let out to actual cultivators,
assistance being given them by Government in the form of
advances, ns well as by construoting tanks and embankments
and clearing the jungle for them. The existing rules for the
lease of woste lands have been suspended in the meanwhile. In
Khulns, however, slmost the whole of the arven available for
settlement has been already leased to capitalists.

The following table shews the area already seltled, with the
amount of revenue payable, and the srea remaining to be settled
in the Ilhulni Sundarbans :—

[ . Revenus,
Doseription, Arens in neres,
- Present, Eventual,
Ne, A m Re, &g
Parmanently settled astates |, G1,081-27 | 38962 79| 40050 79
Estates sotiled under the rules
of 1853 121,159 81,107 00| BETRO OO
Estates settled undoe the 1“;:5
capitalist rules 80,080 852 00| 32200 00O
Eulatos settled under the m:uall
eapitalist rales 11,842 14,720 00| 14018 00O
Eetnten settled woder the Ea ;
guolation and otler Acta ... 82,1563.25 80008 T 4| 00144 T 4
Radeomod astatos IH,BCH.'IIEI e e,
Waste lands r-’:mahung to T.w
‘pbtlad 8,852-64
Hmﬂ"ﬂl] F'“u't (T waw 1|WEJ?E?+M [Tt
Toran o | 1,420,812-58 1,684,828 16 12,09,099 16 1

It vemains to note that by a special enactment, Regulation X
of 1816, the revenue administration of the Sundarbans was at
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first placed in the hands of an officer designated , Com.
missioner in the SBundarbans, who was directly wnder the Doard
of Revenue., In the year 1005 that Regulation was repealed
by Bengal Act I of 1803, und the Sundarbane ares was paroelled
out into three parts, one being amalgamated with the distriet of
Backergunge, one with the 24-Pargamnns, and the {hird with
Khulna. The Oollectors of these three disiricts now manage
all matters connected with the rovenue adminisiration of the
tract lying in their respective jurisdictions; and the settlomont-
holders of the estates comprised in the Bundarbans pay the land
revenue fixed at periodical settlemonts, in one or two inatalments,
into the treasuries at Barisil, Alipore or Klulng, tho head-
quarters stations of the {hree distriols concerned.

At the time of the Permanent Bettlement the whole district
of Jessore contained omly 122 estates, and the number must
therefore bave been still emaller in this distriet. The number,
however, -subsequently rose enormously, the distriot on its crea-
tion in 1882 receiving 971 revenue-paying estates, of which 770
were permanently eettled, 179 temporarily settled and 22 held
under the direot management of Government; there were also 81
revenue-free estates. 'This increase was due, in & large measure,
to {he Permanent Bettlement, both because a number of faluks wore
made separate estates, and also becanse in the 10 years following
its completion, when the large estates Legan (o fall in arrears,
it was not the practics to sell up each estate entirely but only
a portion, the purchase money of which would be enough to
meet the arrear. The large estates being thus parcelled ous into
ghares and sold to the highest bidder, & large number of small °
estates were oreated. Tor instance, the Yusafpur estate alome,
which was held by Raji Srikinta Rai, was divided three years
after the settlement into 100 large and 39 small estates, and
sold to ss many proprietors, The number of estates was subse-
quently increased still further as the result of the resumption
procesdings.

Excepting the Sundarbans tract, the whole distriot is per-
manently settled. The number of permanently setiled estates in
the distriet is now 781 and that of temporarily settled estates 199,
while 40 estates are under direot mavagement of Government,
ot which 22 are the properly of Government and the rest of

. proprietors. The revenue-free estates number 61, and there are

62,342 tenures and under-tenures registered in the road cess office,
besides 6,081 rent-free lands, which are also tenures. Unlike the
rest of the distriot, the SBundarbans tract is not permanently-
gettled, and inoludes 171 estates, which are periodically settled.
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In some of these estates Government is the proprietor, the settle-
ment-holder being mdalgusdrs, and in others settlement-lolders
have proprietary interesis. _

The propristors of estates are known as ramindars or falukdars,
the latter being generally pelty land-holders, who reside on their
estates, while the lirger proprietors are generally non-resident,
The faluks bave their origin in the separation of portions of
estates, the zamindirs huving disposed of them by eale, gift or
otherwise. The persons who obfained posssssion of such sepa-
rated portions of zamindiris either paid their quota of revenue
through the zamindirs or divect to the publio treasury. The
exaotions of the zamindirs soon obliged them, however, to obtain
recognition as owners of distino estates. The separated portions
came to be kvown as fafuks, and the holders as independent
talukddrs having rights, privileges and responsibilities in all res--
pects similar to those of the zamindrs, the difference consisting
in origin only.

The proprietors of estates have frecly exercised the power of Texors.
alienntion and have crented a loxge mumber of tenures, such as
putnis, {jards end ganthis. In creating these tenures, and even
in giving v lease for o term of years, it has been nnd is a com-
mon practice for the tenure-holder to pay s bonus or premium,
which discounts the contingency of many years' increased rent.
The system, while meeting the zamindir's pressnt necessity,
means a loss to his posterity, becauss it is clear that if the
bonus werf not exaoted, s higher rental could be obtained

ermarently from the land. 'The process of sub-infendation
’ {na not terminated with the pafuiddrs, {idradirs and panthidars,

There are lower gradations of tenures under them called darpatnis,

dorijaras and darganthis, and even further subordinate tenures

called sepainis, seganthis, ete. Many of the under-tenures are
of petty size and were originally ryocti holdings. The present
holders having in course of time scquired the status of under-

*  tenure-holders, now collect rents from the ryots as middlemen
and pey them over to the euperior landlords, keeping some profit
for themselves, _ :

In many cases entire estates are in the direct posseesion of
patnidars or ganihidars, but thers are alsd instances in +which
portions of estates are directly under the proprietars, the remain-
ing portions being held by tenure-holders. Landlord’s private
lands are called khds Ahdmdr or dmdnat khdamdr, and are cultivated
either by his own men or hired labourers, or by cultivaiors, called
bargadars, who give half the produce to the landlord, The
following is o brief pccount of the principal tenuves.

L
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GantMa, Tenure-holders holding directly under zamindfrs are known as
talukdars ov ganthidars, and when holding under revenue-paying
{alukdirs ns gantliddrs, The word gantli means sesigned or
allotted, and probally such temures weve originglly created by
the zamindirs for the reslsmation of waste land ; but in process
of time the term came to be applied to any fenure held immedi-

ately under a proprietor or independent falukdar. These tenures
are heritable and transferable, and the ganthidars have frecly
exeroised their power to create under-tenures, There are several
grades of under-tenure-holders below them ealled darganthiddrs,
seganthiddrs, ete., down to nine degrees. Some pdnlli tenures are,
mukarrard, i 6, tennres hold at a fixed rent, nnd othexs ave maurasi,
i.e,, hereditary tenures,

el . Taliks are tenures chiefly found in the east and south of the

hawatse, distriot, which eorrespond to the ganthiy of the old seftled tracts.
In this part of the distriot, especially in the Salimabad pargays of
the Bagherh&t subdivision, sub-infeudation has been carried to
extreme lengths, and there is a great variety of intermediate
tenures between the ¢dlukddr and the actual cultivator, such as
awial-taluk hawdala, ausal-hawald, nim-hawdld, and nim-ausal-fawcdld,
The word ausaé means subordinate, and signifies o dependent
tenure, while the word nin generally indicatos that the tenure is o
subdivision of the parent tenure. A Jwedls signifies literally o
charge, and is found, in the chain of subordination, either direot
under the zamindar or nnder the fdlukdar. The Ampals tenure

" may be oreated by the zamindar, if ho has not alrealy created a
_talukdar, and in this case a falukdar subsoquently created will tal;?
position between the kawdiliddr and the zaminddr, The rights
a tdlukdar, however, include that'of creating hawalis within his
own tenure; end the Aawdlddir, again, may create o subordinate
- tenure called nim-hawald, and may subsequently create an ausat-
hawald, intermediste between himself and the wim-lhawaladar,
This species of under-tenure originated from the cironmstance that
the zaminddrs or ¢dlukddrs, unable to olear the large tracts of
unreclaimed lands included in their propertics, divided them into
lots, placing ‘each lot in the hemecald or charge of an individual and
conveding to him some proprietary rights; and as reclamation
proceeded, the latter in his turn began to sublet,

In the Bundarbans the term ¢afuk has a meaning different from
that in the north of the distriot, for the Sundarbaus grants are
themselves called /aluks, and their possessors ave falulddrs, Here
are found reclamation tenures granted for the clearance of jungle,
called jangalburi, abadkari or patitabadi, They are permsnent
tenures, held exempt from thg payment of revenne for a period;
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subject to a specific jema (mssessment) for lands brought under
cultivation.

The patni taluks axe o class of tenures which originated in the Pats
estate of the MahAraji of Burdwiin. At the Permanent Settle~ f@inke-

ment the assessmept of the estate was very high, and in order to

- ensure easy ond punctual reslization of the rent, n number of

leases in perpetuity to be held at o fixed rent were given toa large
number of middlemen. These tenures ave known as patni (liter-
ally dependent) fa/uks, and are in effcel lesses which bind “the
holders by terms and conditions similar to those by which superior
landlords are bound to {he State. A large number were created
in this district ond in Jessore after the enactment of Regulation
VIII of 1819, known as the Patni Sale Law, which declared the
validity of such permanent tenuves, defined the relative rights
of the zamindirs and their subordinate pafnd falulkddrs, established
& simmary process for the sale of such tenures in satisfaction of
the Zamindir's demand of rent, and also legalized under-letting,
on similar terms, by the pafnidirs end others. Since the passing

¢ of this law the patni tenure has been very populur with zamin-

diirs who wish to divest themselves of the direct management of
their propoerty or part of it, or who wish to raise money in the
shape of n bonus, It may be described as o tenure created hy the.
zamindér to be held by the lessee and his Leirs or transferees for
ever at a rent fixed in perpetuity, subject to the Liahility of
annulment,on sale of the parent estate for arvears of the Govern-
mient revenue, unless protected ngainst the rights exercisable by
Suuction-purchasers by common or special registry, as prescribed by-
scotions 37 and 89 of Act XI of 1859, The tenaut is called upon
to furnish collateral security for the rent and for his conduet
generally, or he is excused from this obligation ot the zamindar's
diseretion. - :
Under-tenures’ created by paénidars are called darpatni, and
those created by darpatuidirs ave called sgpaini tenures. These
under-tenures are, like the parent tenures, permanent, transferable
and heritable; and have generally the same rights, privileges
and responsibilities attached to them. They are usually granted
on poyment of o bonus. Fection 13 of Regulation "E'TIII of
1819 provides rules for staying the sale of a pafni, if it takes
place owing to the intentional withholding of payment of rent
by the patwiddr with the object of ruining his subordinate
tennre-holders. In such cases the under-tenants are allowed the
means of saving the patni tenure and their own under-tenuxes by
paying into the Collector’s offica the advertised bolance due to the
gaminddr, The palui tenure so preserved forms the necessary
L2
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seourity. to the depositors, who have & lien on it in the same
manner as if the loan had been made upon mortgage, The
depositors may then apply to the Collector for obtaining immediate
possession of the defsulter’s tenure; and the defaulter will not
rocover his fenure, “except upon repayment of the entire sum
advanced, with interest at the rato of 12 per cent. per annum up
to the date of possession having been given, or upon exhibiting

.proof, in a regular suit to be instituted for the purpose, that the

full amount so advanced, with interest, has been renlized from the
usufruct of the tenure.”

T'he holders of rent-freo lands are called mishtar-bhogi. They
ave tenure-holders under zamindars or éalukdars, and are liable to
pay road and public works cesses only, whioh they realize from
their ryots while collecting rents, Most tenure-holders of this
class pay the nssessed ocesses direot to Government, but in some
cases payment is made through the propriefors, The rent-free
lands are heritable and transferable by sale, gift or mortgage
like other tenures. There are also service tenures in this distriot
designated elidkrdn, which are heritable, but not transferable.

* Qocupancy ryots or ryofs ab fixed rents or fixed rates of rent
are called Adimi krishi praja and the non-occupancy ryots prejd.
Lesident cultivators are known as thudkdsth prajd and non-resident
ryots as paikdst praja, holders of homestead lands ss bhitabars
praja, and ander-ryots as koyfa prajd. It is reported that holdinge
of ryots of the first two classes are being freely transferred by
sale, 703 ryots’ holdings at fixed rates of rent and 1,392 ocoupancy
ryots’ holdings being sold during the year 1906, .
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION,

Tur administration of the distriot is in charge of the Collector Avymvs.

under the Commissioner of the Presidenoy Division. For general

TRATIVE
CHARGES

adminisfrative purposes it is divided into three subdivisions axp
with headquarters at Kholnd, Bagherhat end Satkhird, The 5™4™

headquarters subgdivision is under the direct supervision of the
Collestor, who has a staff ef four Deputy Collectors, with ona
or two Sub-Deputy Collectors, while the Bagherhat and Sitkhira
subdivisions ore each in charge of o Subdivisional Officer,

" generally a member of the Provincial Civil Bervice, assisted by a

Sub-Deputy Collector. Settlement operations in the Sundarbans
axe controlled by a special Deputy Collector with headquarters
at Caloutta. Khulnd is also the headquarters of a Deputy Con-
servator of Forests in charge of the Sundarbans Division, who
is neeisted by an Assistant Conservator and an Extra Assistant
Conservator of Forests. _ ‘

-

The revenue of the district, under the main heads, wesRsvmus,

*Re. 6,238,000 in 1882-83, when the district was first constituted.
It rose to-Rs. 11,48,000 in 1890-91 and to Rs.' 12,21,000 in
1900-01. In 1906-07 it amounted to Rs. 156,19,000, of which
Rs. 6,082,000 were derived from land revenue, Rs. 4,657,000 from
stamps, Hs. 2,26,000 from cesses, Re. 1,12,000 from excise, and
Rs. 83,000 from income-fax,

The collections of land revenue incressed from Rs, 8,91,000 Land
in 1882-83 to Rs. 6,44,000 in 1890.91 and to Rs. 6,69,000 Feves™

-in 1900-01. In 1906-07 they amounted to Rs. 6,892,000 colleoted
from 1,020 estates, The gradual inwrease is attributed to

enhancements obtained {rom {emporarily settled estates in the -

Sunderbans; end the revenue from this source is expected
to increase glill further as land is reolsimed and improved.
Altogether 781 estates With o current demand of Rs. 5,12,000
are permanently settled, and 203 eststes with a demand of
Re. 1,74,000 are temporarily settled, while there are 30 estates,
with & demand of Rs. 81,000, held divect by Government.
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Next to land revenue, the most important source of revenue
is the eale of stamps, the receipts from which amounted to
Rs. 2,99,000 in 1895-06, and averaged Rs, 3,35,000 per annum
in the quinquennium ending in 1899-1900. During the five yoars
ending in 1904-05 the annual receipts avernged Rs. 3,86,000,
and in 1906-07 they were Rs, 4,67,000, as against Rs. 3,21,600 in
1896.97. The incroase is almost entirely due to the groater sale
of judicial stamps caused by the growth in the number and value
of rent and civil suits.

Road and public works cesses are, as usual, levied at the
maximum rate of one snva in tho rupee. Tho oolleotions
increased from Rs. 1,606,000 in 1806-97 to Rs. 1,064,000 in
1900-01, and to Rs. 2,25,000 in 1906-07. The current demand
in the year last nomed was Rs. 2,238,000, of which the greater
part (Bs. 2,006,000) was due from 1,698 revenue-paying ecstates,
while Rs. 9,500 were payable by Gl revenue-free estates, snd
Rs. 12,600 by 6,081 rent-free lands, The number of estatos
assessed to cesses is 7,840, and the number of recorded shave-
holders is 7,589, There are 52,842 tenures assessecd to oesses
with 61,806 share-holders; and the number of tenures is thus
nearly seven times that of estates. The total demand of cesses
(Rs. 2,28,000) is menrly equal to o third of the demand of land
revenue (Rs. 7,17,000).

. The next important source of revenue is excise, the
receipts from which inoreased from Rs. 75,000 in 1H880-97
to Rs. 1,12,000 in 19006-07—a total lower than in sny other
district in the Presidency Division except Jessore. Over a third
of this sum was obtained from the duty and license fees levied*
on ganja, i.¢., the unimpregnated dried flowering tops of the
cultivated female hemp plant (Cannabis indics) and the resinous
exudation on them ; the amount thus realized was Rs. 41,260 in
1906-07. The total incidence of the revenue accruing from
hemp drugs wes only Rs. 338 for every 10,000, and the number
of shops licensed to sell by retail was one to every 16,487 persons.

After ganja the largest item in the excise revenue consists of
the receipts from the eale of country spivit, which in that year

- realized Rs. 88,055 or nearly & third of the total. The manu-

facture ond sale of country spirit are carried on under what is
known s the contract supply system, which was introduced in
1906. TUnder this system -the locral manufacture of country
gpirit has been prohibited, and a ocontract has heen made
with a firm of distillers for its supply. The contractors are
forbidden to hold any retail licenses for the sale of the spirit,

but are allowed . the use of distillery and depét buildings for the
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storage of liquor, The spirit is brought from the distillers to the
various depiits, and is there blended and reduced to certain fixed
strengths, af which alone it may be supplied to retail vendors and
sold by the latter to comsumers, The receipts from the license
focs and duty on this spirit nre less than in any other distriot
in the Presidency Division except Jessore, representing Rs. 207
per 10,000, ns compared with s 3,716 for the Division and
Rs. 2,147 for the whole of Bengal, There are altogether 87
shops lioensed for its sale, f.s., one retail shop to every 56°1 square
miles ond 33,866 persons; the average consumption of the
liquor is 4 proof gallons per 1,000 of the population, and the
incidence of taxation is only 5 pies per head of the population,
The receipts from opium account for practically all the
remainder of the excise revenue, amounting in 1906-07 to
- Ris. 82,167 or Re, 266 per 10,000 of the populstion, as against the
average of Ls. 8907 refurned for the Presidency Division and
Rs. 463 for the whole of Bengal. -
In 1896-97 the income-tax yielded Ra. 32,000 paid by 1,760 Income-
" assessees, and in 1901-02 tho amount derived from the tax had ** .. |
inorensed to Rs. 46,000 and the number of nssessees to 2,493,
At that time the minimum income assessable was Re. 500, but’
this was raised to Rs., 1,000 in 1903, thereby affording relicf
to a number of petty traders, money-lenders and clerks, The
number of assessees consequently fell in 1903 to 689 and the
collections to Rs. 80,000. In 1906-07 the tax brought in
R, 38,179 paid by 744 assessces. .
There are 13 offices for the registration of sssurances under Registra-
Act IIT of 1877. In the five years 1895-99 the average number ™

of  doouments
Name, ﬁ‘:ﬂ'{:{;‘d‘l‘ Roceipts, | Expendi- registered annu-
= - allylfraa 44,580,
Rt s o] M US| | endin thenex .
i cmen] B B| B el &
Pk .o - B | mm| mm| VOO
Kiligsn] o o o 210 8,020 sae | W8 43,600. In
b T Jom ] Yaor | 1907 the num-
Horrollgmo ™' 1, gosd | sm3 | RS2 ) ber rose to
Bl o ool 3| E | 300 | 51.630 as shown
BELkhird ., .. 1,885 5,081 gaps | .
Total .. 61,080 49,002 8,068 in the margipal
statement, whioch

gives the salient statistics for that year. This large increase
is ascribed to the high prices prevailing in the district snd to
an unusual demand for land among jute oultivators, who have
found such cnltivation more profitable than that of paddy.
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Ehulna was included within the jurisdiction of the Distriot
and Sessions Judge of Jessore until 1908, when o eeparate
District Judge was appointed. The local civil courts are those
of two Bub-Judges ot Khalnd and of nine Munsifs, of whom two
sit at Ihulnd, three at Bagherhat and fouwr at Satkhird.

Criminal justics ie administerod by the Disiviot Magislrate
and the varions Magistrates subordinate to him. The sane-
tioned staff at Khulnf consists, in addition to the Distriot
Magistrate, of three Deputy Magistrates of tho first elass nnd
one Deputy Magistrate of the second or third class, Desides
these officers, one or two Sub-Deputy Magistrates with third
clnss powers are generally posted to the headquarters station.
The Subdivisional Officers of Bagherhat and Hatkhiri.are almost
invariably Magistrates of the first class, and are gemerally
ossisted by & Bub-Deputy Magistrate vested with second or
third olass powers, In addition to the stipendiary Magistrates,
there are Benohes of Honorary Magistrates at Khulni, Bagherhat
and Satkhir, .

Bxoept in the extreme east of the district, where some
degree of lawlessness regarding land and women is common,
there is no partioular tendency to crime among the population,
Some years ago, the inhabitants of the Morrellganj thina in the
Bagherhat subdivision had an evil reputation for turbulpnoce,
and cases of rioting with deadly weapons were frequent, parti-
cularly during the rice harvesting season. ‘I'he number of such
vases has however decrensed considerably of late years, Agra-
rian crime is*most common in the @ldds or Sundarbans clearings,
whieh have become a byword for land disputes and riots.
The outpost at Dakupi was especially established a fow years
ago to check the inereasing volumo of erime in these parts.
Counterfeit coining has gone on for some time, and recently
some members of a gang of professional coiners known as
Bauriis from Marwir in Rajputana were arrested and convioted.

The form of crime most characteristic of the distriot is river
dacoity ; but much of the erime on the waterways is not reported.
For :".uata.uca, during a period of 5 years (1900-04) only 12 river
dacoities were reported, but it was subsequently discovered that
at least 34 suoh dacoities had been committed, but not brought
to light. It is, moreover, the worst district of all those affected
by riverain conditions for losses of jute and rice cargoes, the
waters in the neighbourhood of Khulns, Alaipur, Kiliganj and
Biagherhat being particularly notorious in this respect, There
are eix well-known gangs of professional eriminals, numbering
in all about. 500 persons, which appesr to be composed of the
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following classes:— (1) Hired /dthials from Jossors, hired during
the paddy-outting season. (2) Dacoits banded together in gangs
of 20 to 26, who man light fast-going boats and attack empty
boats, the mdnjhis of which carry cash for the purchase of grain
or the proceeds of its sale, (3) Dacoits who ont the anchor
ropes of grein-laden boats and allow the bost to drift down to
opposite their village, whence dingis put off and take the grain.
(4) Mixed gangs of Barisal and Khulnf Muhammadan badmdshes,
and the Sith Dhaiym, a st of daccits who take refuge in
the waterwoys and jungles around Morrellganj, where they can
loot stragglers with impunity along the outer waterways of
the Sundarbans, (5) Smugglers of forest produce and salt, and
some thugs from the islands. There is also evidence that gangs
of Banpar Malliks from Bihfir werk slong the trade routes and,
when necessary, do not hesitate to resort to violence,
For police purposes the distriot is divided imto 13 thinas
' i} with 12 outposts

Bubdivision. ThEnn, Oulpost, g8 shown in the
margin. Bomo of
Khulnk Town,
{ kol o |{ Enaitais, the latter have
e e ) beean  deolared
L.l'lil‘.;inld. e | DEkupl, Pﬂ‘hﬂﬂ stations for
KEgherhE -y hni,
A rn:“m:“‘ {Fakivis (0.9, | the purposes of
g {Iﬂmtl‘nn] | Barankhoix, investigation.:
‘-“‘“’T There are also 7
sitkhirk ik khi M ]
S| gt | sive patrols for
ERLkhirk Al l?ggr;nwu“. the ‘protection of
nn ™
Li:::::j o |{ UCRRARREs ?va:h traffie ;nd
or the prevention

and detection of
crime on the waterways. The regular police force comsisted in
1808 of the Buperintgndent of Police, 4 Inspettors, 42 Sub-
Inspectors, 46 Head-Constables, and 3567 constables, exdusive of
48 men employed in river patrols. The total strength of the
foroe wae, therefore, 450 men representing one policeman to every
4:2 square miles and to every 2,678 of the population. There
is a small body of town police in the municipalities ; and the
rural police for the watch snd ward of villages in the interior

Porrom.

consists of 153 dafaddrs and 2,348 chavkidars, representing one -

ehaukiddr to every 684 inhabitants.
Khulna is & saliferous tract in which a preventive establish-
ment is entertained to prevent the illicit manufacture of salt and

Sare
DErART-

to survey the saline tracts. This establishment is directly under ™™

the control of the Colleotor and consists of one Inspector, three
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Sub-Inspectors, eix jomdddrs and 62 peons, The district has been
divided into three ranges with headquarters at Dardal in thana
Astisuni, at Chalni in thins Daikghcha, and af, Morrellganj.
The Inspeotor supervises the work of the thres ranges, each of
which is in charge of a SBub-Inspector with two patrol portics,
cach composed of one jomdddr and 9 peous. The salt officors
have nlso been empowered fo inspect cxcise shops and to make
enquiries conneccted with the incomo-tax, and their services are
sometimes utilized to help the loeal police in case of broaches
of the peace and river dacoities. For work on the rivers two
cuttors are maintained, each menned by ono mdnili and 6
boatmen,

There is a district jail at Ilhulnd and a subsidiacy jail ot cach
of the outlying subdivigional headquarters, viz., Bagherhat and
Satkhird. The subjail at Baighorh@t has accommodation for 35
prisoners, viz., § male convicts, 3 female convicts and 23 under-
trial prisoners, and that at Satkhird for 12 prisoners, viz., 9 male
and 8 female convicts. The distriot jail has at present accom-
modation for 49 prisoners, viz., for 22 male conviots, 5 female
conviets, 13 under-trinl prisoners, and 8 civil prisoners; while
there is a hospital with beds for 6 patients. Banction hus bewn
given to an extension of the jail, which will involve the addi-
tion of the following among other buildings :—berracks for 80
prisoners, divided into 4 wards, one of which will have cubicles
in order to ssparate juvenile prisoners; a hospital, containing
a fever ward and a dysentery or ordinary ward, each with
8 beds; a female ward with accommodation for 8 prisoners;
four cells, one for female, and three for male prmnnara, snd
two work-sheds. There will also be a two-storied main gate
building, containing jailors’ quarters, the eivil jail, various
offices, and quarters for 21 warders ; and provision is also to
be made for under-trisl and segregation wards. The industries
carried oy in the district jail are oil-pressing, wheat-grinding,
peddy-husking, mat-making, aloe-pounding and rope-making.
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OHAPTER XIII,

—

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT.

Ouzeine the municipalities of Khulnd, Sitkhird and Debhats, Dmmm .

the administration of local affairs, such as the management of
roads, the control of dispensaries and the provision of sanitation,
eto., rests with the Distriet Board, assisted by the Local Boards of
Khulni, Bigherhat and Satkhivd and by the Union Committees
of Senhati, Dumris, Bagherhat, Mulghar, Kolirod and Maguri.
The Distriet Board consists of 17 mombers, of whom four are
nominated by Government and eight sre elested, while five are
ez-officio members, Its average annual income during the 10
years ending in 1901-02 was Ras. 1,17,000, of which Rs. 69,000
were derived from Provincial rates; and the average amnual
expenditure was also Ra. 1,17,000, of which Rs. 65,000 were spent:
on civil works, Re. 28,000 on eduncation, and Rs. 4,000 on medical

Boirm,

relief. In 1006-07 its income was Rs. 2,20,000 (excluding an .

opening balance of Rs. 68,000), the principal receipts being
Rs. 1,07,000 derived from rates, Ris. 74,000 obtained from eivil
warlm {mnludmg RE. 59,000 from contributions snd Rs, 14,000
from tolls on ferries), Rs. 26,000 contributed by Government and
Rs. 5,000 obtained from pounds. The incidence of taxation is
light, being only one anna four pies per head of the population.
The expenditure in the same year was Rs. 2,017,000, of which
Rs. 1,562,000 were spent on civil works, Rs. 80,000 on education,
and Ru 12 ,600 on medical xelief.

The Dutcrmt- Board maintains 5356 miles of roads, of which
276 miles are metalled and 508 miles are unmetalled, besides a
number of village roads with an aggregate length of 928 miles;

the cost of maintaining these roads in 1906-07 was Rs. 158, Rs. 53 ’

and Rs. 14 per mile respectively. The Board also keapa up 98
pounds, which bring in an income of Rs. 5,000, Its educational
expenditure is devoted to maintaining one Middle school and one
industrial school (the Chuln& Coronation Technical school), and
to aiding 48 Middle schools, 76 Upper Primary schools and 675
Lower Primary schools. Tt also maintains no less than 11
dmpanaanau and nids three others; in 1906-07 altogether 5-6
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per oent, of the ordinary income of the Boarx was expended on
medical relief and sanitation.

In subordination to the District Board aresthe Khulna,
Bagherhat and Satkhira Local Boards, the jurisdiction of ench
corresponding to the subdivisional chargo of the same name, The
Khulna Local Board has 12 members, all nominated by Govern-
ment. The Bagherhat Local Board has 12 members, of whom
three are elected, eight are nominated by Government, and one is
an ex-officio member. The Batkhird Looal Doard has 156 members,
of whom eight are elected, six are mominated, and one is an
ex-gfficio member. The fanotions of these bodies ave unimportsnt,
consisting mainly of the administration of village roads and the
control of pounds and ferries,

There are 6 Union Committees in the distriot, viz, SBenhati
(20 square miles), Dumria (5 square miles), Bagherhat (12 square
mileg), Mulghar (20 square-miles), Ilalarod (20 square miles) and
Magm# (50 square miles), with an aggregate population of 67,077,
The first four Union Committees were oreated in 1895 and the
last two in 1896. The Committees are each composed of # mem-
bers, and the duties entrusted to them consist of village sanitation
and the upkeep of village roads and drains within their respective
jurisdictions,

At the olose of the year 19006-07 there were 3 muniaipalities in
the district, viz.,, Khulng, Satkhird and Debhati. The number of
rate-payers was 6,001, represeniing 19 per cent. of the tfotal
number (26,315) of persons residing within municipal limits,
as compared with the avernge of 19'7 per cent. for the whole of
the Presidency Division. The average incidence of taxation in
that year was onnas 13-8 per head of the population, as against
the Divisional average of Re, 1-7-8, and varied from annas 4-6 in
Debhati to Re. 1-6-8 in Xhulna.

The IKhunind Municipality was established in 1884, and its
affairs ares administered by & Municipal Board, consisting of 15
members, of whom ten are elected, and one is nominated, while
four are ex-officiq members, The ares within munieipal limits is
4'64 square miles, and the number of rate-payers is 2,000 or 19

' per cent. of the population. The average annual income for the

decade ending in 1901-02 was Ra, 21,600, and the expenditure was
Rs. 19,800. In 1906-07 the receipts amounted to Rs. 22,000,
besides an opening balance of Hs. 20,000, the main sources of
revenue being a tax on persons, levied at the rate of 1 per cent. on
the annual income of the rate-payers, which brought in Rs. 5,000.
There is slso a conservancy rate, levied at the rate of 12 per cent.
on-the valuation of holdings. This rate also realiged Rs. 5,000
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and Ra, 4,000 were obtained from a tax on houses and lands, The
total income from municipal rates and taxes was Rp, 15,000, and
the incidence* of taxation wos Re. 1-6-8 per head of the popula-
tion. The expenditure in fhe same year was Rs, 35,000, of
which Iis. 14,000 or 50'1 per cent. were spent on water-supply,
. and Rs, 6,000 or 21'5 per cent. on conservanoy, while Rs. 6,200
or 22'7 per cent, were expended on medical relief.

The municipality at Satkhird was established in 1860, It is Satihirg,
administered by a Munieipal Board consisting of 12 members, of
whom eight are elected and four are nominated by Government,
The aren within munieipal limits is 12 square miles, and the
number of rate-payers is 2,037, representing 196 per cent. of the
population residing within the municipal area. The average
annnal income for the decads ending in 1901-02 was Rs. 4,600
and the expenditure was Rs. 4,500, In 1906-07 the receipts
amounted to Is. 8,300, besides o small opening balance of
Ite. 400, The principal sources of revenue are a tax'on persons
levied at the rate of 1 per cent. on the annual income of the
rate-payers, which bronght in Rs. 4,000, and a latrine tax levied
at the rate of 12 per cent. on the annual value of holdings, which
brought in Its, 1,300. The aggregate income from municipal
rates and taxes was Rs, G,200, and the incdence of taxation
was annas 9-6 per head of the population. The expenditure in
the same year was Re. 8,600, of which Rs. 8,000 or 335 per cent,
were expended on medical relief, Bs. 1,600 or 18 per cent. on
conservancy and Rs, 1,100 or 123 per ceut. on water-supply.

Debhitds was constituted & municipality in 1876 and is pebhats.
administered by a Municipal Board consisting of 12 members,
sll of whom are nominated by Government. IThe area within
municipal limits is '8 square miles, and the number of rate-
payers is 964 representing 17'6 per cent. of the population living
within the municipal area. The average annual income and
expenditure for the decade ending in 1901-02 were Rs. 2,200
and Rs. 2,000 respectively. In 1906-07 the total income was °
Re. 1,800, the principal item in the receipts being a tax assessed
at tha rate of 1 per cent. on the annual incoms of the rate-payers,
which brought in Re. 1,600. The expenditure in the same year
was Hs, 1,700, the pnnmpal item being public works which
gpoouffted for 43 per cent. of the dishursements,

-.'F -
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OHAPTER XIV,

EDUCATION.

Prooress Ar the census of 1901 special enquiry was made regarding
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CATLON,

the literacy of the people, the test of literacy being the ability
both to read and write. DPeople of whatever age who could do this
were enfered us literate, and those who could not, as illiterate.
The qualification seems a simple one, but even so only 6-9 per
cent. of the population of Khulod could pass it, the proportion
in the case of males being 124 per cent, and in the case of females
0'8 per cent. On the other hand, no other district in the Presi-
dency Division had such & good record, except the 24-Parganas;
and the advance since 1881 has been very noticeabls, for in that
year only 67 per cent. of the males and 0°1 per cont. of the females
of the district could read and write,

According to the statistics prepared by the Education Dopart-
ment, there were altogether 752 schools attended by 21,822 pupils
in the latter year, and the number rose to 1,257 schools and
30,269 pupils in 1891, During the next 10 years many sohools
were closed owing to the distress caused by natural calamities,
for the crops were short in 1898-04, part of the district was
visited by a oyclone in 1895, and there was a famine in 1897,
The result was that in 1900-01 the number of schools had
declined to 983 and the attendance had only increased to 34,856,
The loss has since been made’ good, for in 1906-07 there were,
in addition to su Arts oollege, 1,102 sohools with 40,114 pupils
on the rolls. For the supervision of the schools there is n staff
consisting of 2 Deputy Inspectors of Schools, 7 Sub-Inspectors
and one Assistant Sub-Inspector. .

The majority of the schools ave situated in.the more advanced
traots bordering on the rivers, which contain large and popu-

+ lous villages inhabited by the higher classcs of Musalmans and

Hindus. The southern parls of the district bordering on the
Sundarbans, and the marshy tracts intervening between the rivers,
are inhabited chiefly by Pods, Chandals, and the lower classes of
Musalméns, themselves descendants of converted Pods and Chan-
dals, Inthese tracts there are only a fow Middle olass schools,
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and even the Primary schools are few and far between, and are
thinly attended. Moreover, many of the laiter awe either olosed
or remain open only in name during the busy sensons of
ploughing, sowing, transplantation, and reapiag, when the boys
are required to look after the cattle, and to perform other
- unimportant agricultural work, while the adults are busy in
the fields.

There is one Arts college in the district established a few Coszzer-

ATH

years ago ob Daulatpur, called the Khulni-Daulatpur Hindu pppos.
Academy. It is now affiliated to the University, and is reported zrox.
to be doing good work ; it has a bosrding house attached to it,

T'here ave no less than 23 High schools in the distriet, attended Szeovn-
by 8,628 pupils, giving an average of 158 pupils to each school. Aor,,.
One of these schools, the Khulnd Zila school, is maintained Tiow.
by Government, one, the Paygram-Iashi High school at Kasha,
is aided by the District Board, and eight are sided by Govern-
ment, viz.,, the Bagherhat school, the Satkhiri Prannéath school
at Satkhirf, the B. De School ot Tals, the Bahirdia school at
Manss, the Daulatpur school, the Khareria school at Mulghur,
the Naldha school at Naldha, and the Babulia Jaimini Srinath
Institution af Babulin. There are also 12 unaided schools, yis.,
the Ajogara school at Pal's Hat Bazar, the Banagrim Century
school at Banagrim, the Khalisakhili-Magura school at Khalisis
khali, the Xhalishpur, Nakipur, Phultals, Senhati, Rangdia and
Mikgimil schools, the Phultali Union school at Paygrim, and
the Rarli-Katipara-Banka.Bhawanipur Harischandra Institution
at Raruli. ‘The number of schools of this class and the large
attendance at them are eloquent of the incrensing demand for
‘English education, for in 1581 there wers only-4 High schools
attended by 439 boys and the number gradually rose to 8 schools
with 1,260 pupils in 1890 and to 17 with 3,185 pupils in 1800-01,
There are two hostels attached to the Khulna Zila Sechool, one
for Hindu and the other for Mubammadan students.

There hae been a similar increase in the number of Middle
English schools, the number rising from 12 in 1881 to 19 in 1890
" and to 26 in 1900-01, the attendance rising in the same three
yeora from 643 to 1,429 end 1,780, There are now altogether 32
schools of this class attended by 2,110 pupils, giving an average
of 64 pupils at each schnol. There has, however, been a decrease
in the number of Middle Vernncular schools, of which there were
46 with 2,226 boys on the rolls in 1890 ; for though the number of
these schools rose to 48 and the attendance to 2,437 in 1901, the
. retarns for 1906-07 ehow only 96 schools with 1,662 pupils,
representing an average of 46 per school, he gradual decline

e
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of Middle Vernaoular schools is not a feature peouliar to Khulnd
and is partly explained by the fact that some of these sehools
have been raised to the status of Middle Enghah sohools.

The number of boys' Primary schools in 1906-07 was 855,
at which ivstruction was given to 20,106 pupils. Of these
sohools, 100 attended by 4,205 boys were Upper I'rimary schools,
and 750 attonded by 24,991 boys were Lower I'rimary sclhools,
the average attendance ot each class of school being 42 and 38
respectively. The progress of primary education in Khulnd does
not appear {rom the returns to be very satisfactory, for in 1890
there were 1,141 Primary schools attended by 27,630 pupils,
while the number of schools fell in 1900-01 to B756 und of the
pupils to 25,946, The number of schools has sfill further
declined sinos the year last named, though this is nol altogether
a matter of regret as it is due to the disappearance of many weak
and ephemeral sohools. The number of pupils has inereased by a
little more than 8,000, but it is still only 1,600 more than in 1890
in spite of the subsequent growth of the population.

The progress of female education on tho other hand has been
very marked in recent years, the number of girls receiving instrue-
tion having risen during the last five “years from 2,610 to 4,221,
representing an advance of over 60 per cemt. There are now
123 schools with 2,640 girls on the rolls, and hesides theso there
are 1,581 girls studying in boye’ schools. The Khulnd Munici-
pal girls’ sohool has recently been converted into a Model Primary
sohool, and it is notioeable that 23 girls attend Middle English
schools,

The only technical institution in the district is the Coronation
Technieal school at Khuled opened in 1905, which is maintained
and managed by the District Board., The boys ore taught car-
pentry snd weaving, and -the number on the rolls is 40, There
is also en agricultural garden attached to the Zila school; and
there is o technical department attached to the Khulni National
School mentioned below. '

There are 3 schools for the training of Primary schools

somoots, teachers, known as Gﬂ.:ru-tm:lmng schools or third grede training

: Ornen
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gohools, situated one in each of the 3 subdivisions, A training
school was also opened at Nandanpur in 1905 for tle education
of Hindu and Muhammadan widows and schoolmasters’ wives,
but this school was closed from the lst May 1907 until a com-
petent teacher could bo found.

Among other schools may be mentioned a Nuhannl Bohool,
established at Khulnd in 1907, which hes about 100 hoyn
on the rolls, Itis under the management of some members of
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the local Bar, and is maintained by private subseriptions. There
is nlso o eeparate school at Khulnd for infant boys of 4 to
6 years of age. Other schools incude 6 Sanskrit fols, 10
Muhammadan makéabs and 11 night continuation sohools. There
is also one private institution, a Kordn sohool, which is attended
by 25 boys,

The Mubammednos of the distriol canunot be described as Mowax.
otherwise than backward in respect of education. Though they :‘;:::f
sgcount for 61 per cent. of the population, while the Hindus zrow.
represent only 89 per cent., the number of Hindus at schools is
26,485 or 66 per cent. of tha total number, whereas the Mulam-
madsus ncoount for only 13,458 pupils or 3865 of the tolal
number receiving instruction.

There are six libraries situated at Khulni, Batkhira, Sripar, Lisua.

Ly Ihesrda and Kukrul; besides three new libraries estab- Br38 axo
lished in 1904-00, viz., one at Kaoraphisd, another at Bagherhit ,::;:m,
called the Harisabha I:"hmry, and o third at Belphulid, There .
are two weekly newspapers, the Khulndbds/it, which has some local
importance, and the Jdgaran published at Bagherhit. Another
weekly paper, the Kiuina, wns formerly published, but cenged to
exist in 1904. It was 1evived in 1006 and then again disappear-
ed, the Khuind Suriid taking its place.
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CITADTER XV.

GAZLTIREER,

Alaipur—A village in the Khulni subdivision, situated at
the junction of the Athirabinka and Bhairab rivers. Population
(1001) 1,190. It had formerly o large local trade, but owing
to the silting np of the Bhairab its importanco as an ontrepGt is
on the decline. Thers is still, however, a considerable sale of gur
or molasses, and excellnt pottery is manufactured, Professor
Blochmann surmises that Alfipur may have been the residence of
Sultan Ala-ud-din Husain S8hah at the close of the 15th century
before he became king of Bengal.

Amadi.,—A village in the Khulné subdivieion, situated on
the river Kabadak about 7 miles sonth of Chindkhali. OClose
to the river bank are two tombs placed lengthwnys north and
south, which are said to be the tombs of Bura Ihin and Fateh
Khan, father and son, two followers of Khin Jahin Ali. The
northern tomb is on the bank of the river, and was said to be
on verge of falling into it in 1870, Theso tombs were once
cemented, but nearly all the cement has worn off, and they have
now the sppearance of ordinary brick tombs. A little further
south is n raised piece of land, with a brick foundation,
surrounded by two or thrce small tanks and a long artificial
trench., According to loeal tradition, this elevation marks the site
of the entcherry (kachhari) of Bura and Fateh Khin, Further
south etill is a large tank called the Kalki-dighi ; it is now a mass
of marshy jungle, but the surface included within its high
embankments is said to measure 100 bighds, The tank has no
masonry ghdt, but in the centre of each of the four sides rises a
cluster of tamarind frees. Along the river bank, at a point a
little beyond the tombs, is another laxge tank ealled the Hathi-
bindh., Near this tank, Rir James Westland writes in his

¢ on the Dislriet of Jessore, “there lies, and has lain
during all the memory of the present goneration, a oylindrical
piece of grey stone about two feet long, Its ends are square, and
its ciroumference cut into twelve facets. Round the middle of it
is & high band, and there is a device, alternate triangle and
square, carried round the twelve facets. This stone, whateyer it
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was meant for, came from a long distance away, for no such
etone can be found for 150 miles round, ”

Asiisuni.—A village in the Satkhirs subdivision, situated 20
miles (by river) south-oast of Satkhird at the junction of the
Sobngli and Astsuni rivers. There is an anchorage place here
for boats procesding eastward while waiting for the tide. The
village contains o police station, o Public Works Deopartmens
bungalow and o large bazar; an annual fairis held during the
Dol Jatra,

Bagherhat.—Headquarters of the subdivision of the same
name, situated in 22° 40° N, and 89° 47 B, on the Bhairab, 22
miles (by river) south-enst of Khulna, Population (1901) 1,124.
The town was formerly connected with Khulna by & daily steamer
service, but this has been disgontinued owing to the silting up of
the Aldipur K7al,and has been replaced by a daily service of boats.

There is a masonry ghat or landing place on the bank of the
river, and opposite this ghaté, and within 200 yards from it, isa
double-storied building which contains both the Subdivisional
Officers’ vesidence and cowt. To the right of the ghat s a
building ercoted a fow years ago for the courts of the thres
Munsifs stationed liere, and a little beyond it is the dak
bungalow. Further on thers are a pleaders’ library, charitable
dispensary, police buildings, sub-jail, mortuary, and the Munsifs’
residential quarters. Al theso buildings, except the courts of
the Munsifs, face n metalled road, whioh runs along the river
bank end is the principal road of the station. In fromt of the
sub-juil is a reserved tank, from which the people obtain their
drinking water, the water being said to be so good that people
come from o distance of four miles by road or river for it. To
the left of the landing ghat and close to it is u bazar, both sides
of which are lined with shops. The bazar is called Madhabganj,
after o member of a family of zamindars residing at Karapara, a
village sbout 3 miles distant from Bagherhit. Here a bi-weekly
market is held on Bundays and Wednesdays, when boats come
from Morrellganj, Khulna, and other places, and & brisk trade is
carried on in rice, betel-nuts, coconuts, ete. The chief exports nro
peddy and betel-nuts, most of which go to Caleatts. Two large
fairs, lasting for a month, are held in the wintor, when merchants
and traders coms in large numbers to dispose of their goods, The
principal edncational institution is a High school aided by
Government, '

Biigherhat was made the headquarters of the subdivision in
1863, prior to which date it was only a picce of low jungle land
on the banks of the Bhairab, ern’carad' on the map eimply as

M2
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Baghir. It was, however, a place of some local importance ab
the end of the 18th century, There are some remains, dating
back to this period, immediately adjacent to the subdivisional
compound, where there is a small space of ground raised o fow
feet above the level of the surrounding land. Hero the remains of
brick enclosure walle and the foundations of & small brick build-
ing have been found, and at the southern end of the enclosure
are two tanks, the largest of which is known as the Naikhand, or
ball-room tank. In tho same onclosure is another old {aunk, called
the Mitha-pukur, on-one side of which an old ghat or flight of
steps wns discovored two foct below the sarface, when it was
re-oxcavated in 1808, The steps were worn, but the floor above
them, which had ornamental brick work, was in good ypreserva-
tion. These ruins date back to the last half of the 18th
century and mark the site of the office, treasury and court of a
Muhammeadan lady, called the Bahu Begum, who received from
the Nawah of Murshidabad a jagir in this part of the country,
including & 4th share (6 annas) of the Khalifatibid pargena,
within which Bagherhit lies. At the time of the Permanent
Bettloement Government commuted this grant into a money
allowance, which the Begum enjoyed till 1794, when she died
and the jagir lapsed.

The name of the place is also spelt Bagerhat, Baghirhit and
Bagh-hat. The origin of the name is not known and is the
subject of several theories. One theory is that it is o corruption
of Bankerhat or the market (#df) at the turn of the river, for the
place lies just beyond a bend of the Bhairab, and bdnk means the
winding or reach of & river. Others say that the place was
formerly surrounded by jungle which was full of tigers (bdgh) ;
and an alternative derivation is that o Muhammadan named Bakar
established & market here. Amnother plausible suggestion is that
the market was eet up in what was once the garden of Khin
Jahin (known locally as Khin Jahan All or Khinja Ali) who, as
related in Chapter II, settled and died here in the 16th century,

In the neighbonrhood of Bigherhat there are some buildings
of considerable archmological interest erected by Khin Jahan.
They are approached by an old rond, 12 fest wide and partly
laid with bricks, which runs in & westerly divection from the land-
ing ghat, This road is known as Ihn Jahin’s road, as tradition
- relates that it was constructed by him. At a distance of 24 miles

. along the road are the remains of & small mosque, from which &
narrow side-road, also constructed by Khan Jahan and partially
laid with bricks, runs southward to his tomb, It passes over an
gatificipl mound, which is believed to have been made from the

L]
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earth obtained from a tank, called the Thakur.dighi, which he
excavated. Proceeding a little further on, the mins of a gatewsy
are met with, passing through wlich we come to the dergdh or
mausoleum of Khan Jahan. .

The mausoloum is a splendid spocimen of the solid masonry
work of the 16th century, which oven the influence of the climate
has not been able to affect, It i a solid brick building, 42 feet
8 inohes square, covered by o large dome with an ornamental
pinnacle ot the top ; the Leight of tho outside walls to the spring
of the dome iz 24 foet 2 inches. In the centre is the fomb of
Khin Jahiin, o stone saroophagus, resting on e double stone
terrace, Tho latter again stands on a brick terrace, which was
ornamented with glazed tiles of various patterns, blue and white
being the predominating colours. The floor was also laid out
with similar hexagonal tiles, which formed one of the most
attractive foatures of the building. Bub most of them have
been romoved, and uunfortunately they camnct be replaced, as
rooent experiments at Gawr have shewn that it is impossible af
presont to produce glazed tiles to matoh the old ones, Some well-
preserved specimens, however, arve in the Indisn Museum, and
othors are placed round the sarcophagus, The custedians of the
tomb allege that the damage is due to thieves entering the place
ab night, and digging into the tomb, in the hope of finding trea-
sure, in spite of the veneration in which the saint is held.

‘I'he sarcophagus is covered with a black stone, about 6 feet
in length with a rounded top ; and the terraces below it have
stone slabs over them covered with inseriptions, all pious sentences
in Arabio and Persian, On the rounded stome of the sarcoph-
agus there are 104 squares, the first five squares containing an
insoription “The God, the only God, who is—"; in the remain-
ing 89 squares are as many epithets of God, such as the Merci.
ful, the Kverlasting, the Bquitable, ete. Within & triangle on
the south side of this stone tho following is imseribed —* This
tomb is & part of the garden of Heaven for the great Khan,
Khan Jehan, God be merciful to him. Written on the 26th
Zil Hijjah in the year 863.” This date corresponds to the 23rd
of October 1459. In the centre of the slab on the south of the
terrace supporting this stone there is a square enclosing a
cirele, which contains the following inseription :—*“ A poor slave
of God, who was old and weak and prayed for mercy, and who
was & friend of the descendants of the chisf of all the prophets,
and also of the learned, an enemy of the infidels, s helper of the
Muhsmmadans, and a defender of Islim, passed out of this
woild, His nams was Alagh Khan Jahin, God be mercifal to
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him. Ho left this world for a hetter ome on the night of
Wodnesday, 26th Zil Hijjah, and was buried on Thursday, the
27th of the same month in the year 863.”” Another mmlphm
on the south side of the first torrace is—* We begin life in this
world by orying ; trials and hardships follow, while death ends
oll”? ; and thero aro two verses, of which the following translation
has hoen given by Mr. Sundor (—

“ Remember, O frionds, doath is certain, death is suro.

It is o thorn in the garden.

Death is cortain, death is sure.

Denth is the greatest enemy of all living things,

And is different from othor enomies.

Death is certain, death is sure.

The accursed Satan is your enemy ;

He tries to change your faith.

Be careful, be watchful,

Death is certain, death is sure.

In all communities the great forgive the faults of the weak ;

And the poet well says —

Death is certain, death is sure,”

To the west of the mausoleum is a mosque in which the saint
is said to have spent a part of his last yoars in prayer; and
between the two buildings is the tomb of Muhammad Tahir, who
is said to have been the Diwan or Prime Minister of Khan Jahdn,
Bome pmuﬂ sentences are inseribed on it, and the following
insoription is in Arabio characters :—* This tomb is a part of the
garden of Heaven and of a great friend, by name Muhammad
Tahir, 863 Zil Hijjah.”” This Muhnmm.ud. Tahir was the
Bribhman Diwdn of Xhin Jahin and the founder of the sect of
Pir Alis, of whose convexsion to Islim an account has been given
in Chapter IIL,

Immediately to the south of Khin Jahin’s mausoleum there
is & large tank called the Thikur-dighi, because an image of
the god Siva is said to have been found in it. The image
is now af a village called Sivabari to the east of Bagherhat,
and one of its arms bears the marks of a out from a Fedali,
The tank contains a number of crocodiles, which are regularly fed
by the Ahddims or custodians of the buildings. They are believed
to be the descendonts of two erocodiles kept by IKh#in Jahan,
which - were called Kalapir and Dhalapar, i, black side and
white side, Tradition says thal when Khinja Ali ealled thom by
their names, they would come to him from the remotest corner of
the tank, and their descendants hear and obey the same call
They are quile. tame and will take fowls, from the hands of
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pilgrims withou! attacking them, On the north-west side of the
Thakur-dighi there is a building, nearly as large as IChan
Jahin's mausoloum, in which a fiektr nomed Ahmad Ali, but also
called Zinda Takir, was buried. The latter name, which means
the living fakir, is explained by o story that, when his body was
being put in the tomb, he rose and called out to the mourners to
bring his Kordn, A mosque adjoining the tomb has been con-
verted into a cow-shed.

Tho legend connectod with these buildings of Khiin Jahin is
os follows. Whon IChan Jahan was old and neer the end of his
days, he neked Grod where he should go to die and be buried.
God pointed out to him this place, and so he came here, erected a
mosque and tomb for himself, and dug a tank, ss he always did
beside his buildings. In excavating this tank he dug very deep
indeed, and yet failed o find any water, At last the diggers
reached a Hindu temple, into which Xhanja Ali entered. Hoe
found a dovoteo sitling inside, whom he asked for water. The
devotee at once caused the fountains of tho deep to gush forth in
such abundance that it was with difficulty that Khanja Ali and
the diggers oscaped in time to the bank. The devotec’s temple is
believed still to exist at the bottom of the tank, but it has been seen
only by ono man, who was cutting tho branches of a tree on the
edge of the tank. Suddenly he cried out “ There is the devotes
walking”; and the moment he snid so, thoe branch on which he
stood snapped, and he fell down and died. His body was buried
closo by, within the procinets of the mosque, The legend of the
tank is o curious one in one respect; it is  Muhsmmadun fable,
though its subject is Hindu divinity.* An annual meld or fair is
hold on the grounds near the tomb of Khan Jehan upon the
supposed enniversary of his death, the full moon of (Chaitra
(March-April), On this occasion Muhammadan women assemble
in large numbews, and offer fowls to the crocodiles in the tank, in
the belief that this offering will procure them offspring.

At a distance of 13 miles from the road to Xhan Jahin's tomb,
there is another brick-laid road, also ascribed to IChin Jahan,
leading to the building called Satgumbas, Proceeding along
it & short distance, we reach a large gatewsy with a pointed areh,
which is still perfect, Betweon this gateway and the east side of
the Sitgumbas, which £aces it, ave the remains of what was once
a conrtysrd with a masonry floor, where people used to meet and
perform their ablutions beforo euntering the Batgumbaz for
prayers. The place is now neglscted and covered with jungle.

* J, Westland, Revort on the District of Jessore, p. 15,
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The Satgumbaz is a large oblong building built of chiselled
bricks. It is 159 foet 8 inches long and 105 feet broad, while its
height from tho ground to the roof is 21 feet 7 inches, Inside,
the length of the building is 143 fect 3 inches, and its breadth is -
88 feet, the thickness of tho walls on all sides being 8 feet. Tho
roof is composed of 77 domes (eleven rows of seven) supported by
arches on sixty pillaxs below ; no less than twonty-one of the
domes are more or less damaged, and thore are oracksin the
walls, The pillars are built of grey stone, and scom originally
to have been encased in brick, five of them still having a briok
casing, Af the four corners of the building are four minarets, 30
foet in ciroumference and 13 feet above the level of the roof.
The two to the east can be climbed by means of winding staircases
from the inside of the building, one of them being called the
andha kothd or dark building and the other the raushan kotha or
light building. They were obviously intended for the use of the
Muazzin, who went up them five times a day to sound the aadn,
i.e.; call the people to prayer.

The main entrande is to the east and is flanked by five
smaller arched entrances on either side, while the northern and
southern walls have each seven similar entrances. Looking
slraight west from the main entrance into the hall of the
building slong its central aislo, we face a large stone milral,
or prayer miche in the west wall of the structure, in which
the émam or lender used to stand and lead the prayers. On
either side of this miirab are five prayer niches, .but n small .
door has been let through one of the latter. The looal legend is
that thieves dug into the niche and broke it in the hope of finding
treasure, There are also twelve small niches in the north wall
and twelve in the south wall. The arches of the doorways, and
also those in the west wall containing the prayer niches, are
ornamented with five small circles or rosettes, ome in the centre
and four round it (arranged thus =), which are believed to

sent the arms of the then reigning king of Bengal, Mahmiid
ib&h, as the coins struck by this sovereign bear similar cireles on
erm.

- The name Sitgumbaz, 1.s., the mosque of 60 domes, may be
due to the ordinary Indian predilection for round numbers,
or it may be a corruption of Satattar-gumbaz, for the build-
ing has actually 77 domes and is sometimes called by that name,
It hos been gaid that the building was not o mosque, but & darbdr
hall boilt by Khén Jahin; but this story deserves as little credit
as another tale of his treasure being deposited beneath the floor.
The latter belief is, however, prevalent, and thieves have before
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now dug into the pillars in the hope of finding freasure. The
building was clearly intended to be amosque. There are the
usual prayer niches or mikrabs in the back wall to the west,
a small door lends through the latter into the interior as in
all larger mosques in India, and the styleis in every respect
that of & mosque, the only peouliarity being the large number
of domes covering the roof. " As a building it is of inferior
workmanship as compared with the tomb of Khin Jahin, It has
also suffered much from the offeots of time, as well as from the
dampness of the climate, and is generally in a bad state of repair.
It is, however, a peculiar structure, and it has been decided to
preserve it as a partial ruin, 8o as to show what it was like when
complete.

T'o the north-west of the Batgumbaz thers is a very large
tank called Ghord-dighi, which was exocavated by order of Khin
Johiin, He-is said to have ecalled it Ghori-dighi because
he made it of the length that o horse ran without being tired,
This tank also hes a number of black erocodiles, which come
to be fed as soon as ealled, the call being “Come Kalapar
(black side),” and *“ Come Dhalapir (white side).” A little to
the north of the Batgumbas there is a small mosque, now in
ruins, and alongside itis a tank called the Bis-pukur or poison
tank, from which no body will take water. It is said that ome
of the wives of Khiin Jahfin, called Sond Bibi, took poison on
his death, threw herself into the tank, and was there drowned,
The other wife, named Baghi Bibi, was buried on the west side
of the Ghord-dighi; and a small mosque, which stands near her
tomb, is named after her. There are numerous other mosques
erected by Khéin Jahan and his followers, who aresaid to have
been no less than 360 in number. Ono of them is of rather
large dimensions, with a broad tenk facing it, and is eaid
to have been built by one Saddat Khin, a disciple of the
warrior saint, The ruins of o brick-built bridge remain to show
that the stream which flows past this place, called the Magrs
Nadi, was a large river four or five hundred years ago, when it
was spanned by s substantial bridge. On the banks of this
stream is a landing-place, or rather the rdins of one, designated
Patharer Ghit.*

Bagherhat Subdivision.—Eastern subdivision of the district
lying between 21° 44’ and 22° 59" N., and between 89° 32’ and
89° 58 E., with an avea of G679 square miles, exduding the
Sundarbans f:m.ut It is hounded on the Jm:rth by the distriots

® FPor much of the above informntlon I am Indal:luﬂ to n pumphlet by
Mr. D, H. E. Bunder. :
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of Jessore and Faridpur, on the east by the Madhumati, which
divides it from Backergunge, on tho south by the Bay of Bengal,
and on the west by the Ihulni subdivision. Its population
was 363,041 in 1901, as ngainst 840,650 in 1891, the demsity
being 635 porsons to the square mile. Tho subdivision contnins
1,045 villages, but no towns. Its headquarters ave at Bagherhit,
and tho chief trade centres aro Morrellganj and Knchui, l'or
* administrative purposes it is divided into the thanes of Bagher-
hat, Morrellganj, Mollahit and Rampal.

Bardal—A villago in the Khulnd subdivision, siluated
on the Kabedak opposite Chandkhali, It conteins ouno of the
largest markets in tho distriot, a much frequented fd¢ being Leld
here every Sunday. It has now eclipsed Chandkhali on the
opposite side of the river, which formerly was tho most important
marts of the Sundarbans. It is common to find vicissitudes of
this kind in the fortunes of neighbouring Adis.

Chandkhali.—A villags in Khulna subdivision, situated in
thina Paikgachf on the Kabadak abont 10 miles north of the
place where that river enters the Sundarbans. The place is of
gome historical interest as being ome of the first markets et up
in the Sundarbans, and slso the headquarters of what was
practically tho first subdivision cstablished in Bengal, both being
oreated by Mr. Henckell, Magistrate of Jossore, at the closo of
the 18th contury. The routo from tho castern districls to
Oaleatta then as now passed by Knchufi, Khulns, Chindklali,
and by the river leading past Kaliganj; but this route was
south of the oultivaled tracts, and for the most part lay through
uninhabited forest. In 1785-86, as part of his scheme for the
reclomation of the Sundarbans, Mr. Henekell establishod, for
boats passing through this inhospitable tract, three markets,
where travellers might meet with traders and obtain pro-
vigions. One of these markets was at Chandkhali, the other
two being at 'Kachud and Henckellganj. Chandkhali also
became the seat of a subdivision in 1786, when Mr. Henckell
established what he called a * entoherry of reference” for the
trial of claims made by zamindirs in respect to their bound-
aries, This he placed in charge of Mr. Foster, one of his
assistants, who was aleo directed to take cognizance of civil and
criminal matters arising within a radius of 30 miles from Chand-
khili, except when they were of importance, when he was to
refer them to Mr. Henckell himself. The brick building ereoted
by Mr. Henckell to serve as a Fdelhdri was in existence till 20
years ago, when it fell into the river ; and the only memorial
of Mr, Henckell now left is o tank athihnt&& to him, whose
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antiquity is atlested by large banyan trees growing along three
of ite sides, Thirty years ago Chandkhali was still one of the
leading marts of the Sundarbans, but it was graduslly celipsed
by Baheb's Hat at Bardal on the other side of the river. The
village contains & dispensary opened in 1899, and o cutcherry
crected in 1807,

Chitalmari.—A village in the Bagherhat subdivision, situ-
ated on the river Madhumati, It has o bazar of comsiderablo
importance, and o large trade in eattle is carried on. It is the
gito of an annual fair held at the end of March, which lasts for
six days and is attended by about 2,000 people daily.

Chuknagar.—A village situated in the Dumria thina of the
Khulné subdivieion. It contains a Distriet Board Inspeetion
bungalow, and a large At is held twice a week. Anapnual fair
takes place here in November or December after the Dumria
fair,

Damrail.—A village in the Batkhiri subdivision, situated on
the left bank of the river Xalindi, a fow miles north-west of
Iswaripur, Itoontains o temple called the Navaratna, which must
once have been & fine structure. It iz now, however, in ruins,
and of the nine chfirds or pinnacles which erowned it, eight have
fallen down and only the central one, which was tho biggest, is
loft. Itstop is overgrown with jungle, but little damage has boeen
done to the side walls, which are of solid masonry. The building
has & circular room in the centre, the vault over which carries the
highest pinnacle, On the four corners of this room there are
four side rooms, which are enclosed within four outer walls. The
four inner walls run parallel to the four outer ones and separate
the central room from the side rooms. Over each of the four
corners of the inner and outer walls thero was & pinnacle, which,
with the one over the central vault, made up the nine chdirds.
The outer walls are engraved with figures of Hindu gods and
goddesses, On the westorn wall there is an inscription, which is
now so much effaced that only a few words can be read with great
diffioulty.

The Navaraina is said to have been built by Raja Bikra-
maditys, the father of Pratapadityn, some time duriug the third
quarter of the 16th century. There is no idol within the
Navaratnn, and it is believed that the building was never
dedicated to & god or goddess and never contained any image,
It is eaid fo have been built for a different object, viz., as a
gamdj-mandir. "When Bikramaditys established himself in Xhulni,
he induced many Brahmans and Kayasths of respectable families
to come from various porls of Bengal ond settle near his capital,
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He established a samdj or assembly for the guidance of hig
gubjects in social matters and styled himself its head. The

assembly consisted of nine men, who, like the nine sages in the
onurt of Maharija Bikramaditys of Ujjain, were called navaraing,

or nine gems, snd it was in the samdimandir that they used to

meet for consultation. Tho name Naveraina is said fo comme-
morate the fact that it was their meeting plage ; but the designa-
tion is a common cne for Bengali temples with nine towers or
pinnacles.

Daulatpur.—A village in the Khulnd subdivision, situafed
5 miles north of Khulnd. Population (1901) 808, It contains a
station on the Eastern Bengal Btate Railway, o fakstl kdehhdri
of the Saiyadpur Trust estate, o charitable dispensary (opened in
1866), a High English school, and an Arts college established a
few yeors ago, which is called the Deulatpur Hindu Academy.
A large trade in betel-nuts, molasses, jute and timber is carried
on hers,

Debhita.—A town in the Satkhira subdivision, situated on
the Jamuna river, 8 miles north-sast of Kaliganj. Population
(101) 5,464, It was constituted a municipality in 1876, and
the area within munieipal limits is 3'3 square miles. The town
contains a police outpost and a dispensary opened in 1907,
There is & local trade in sandri wood, and lime is manufactured
from shells,

Dhimghat.—An old capital of Rajé Pratipaditya, the site
~ of which is disputed. The place now known as Dhiimghat is

situated in Sundarbane lot No. 165, about 8 miles from Iswaripur.
It is o big stretch of swampy paddy fields, with groups of ecul-
tivators’ hats scattered here' and there, and though it contains
sn old tank, there is no trace of any rnins. The general
consensus of opinion is that this was mnot the old Dhimghat.
According to some, the site of that city is now ocoupied by the
village of Bu.ninpur, 2 or 3 miles distant from Iswaripur, where
there are some remains of old masonry structures. According to
others, Dhiimghit was in Sundarbans lot No. 169, which is a
@Government reservo forest, known locally as the Tirkati jungle,
abont 10 or 12 miles from Iswaripur. The remains reported to
be still extant at this place are some old masonry ruins, including
a dilapidated math, about 25 feet high, resembling a temple in
architecture, a tank, the remains of a pdlkd road, and several
garden trees, which do not ordinarily grow in the Sundarbans,
gnch ns bakul, gab, etc,®

*I am indebted to Bibn Ohira Chandra Chattarjl, Bubdivisional Officer of
Bitkhirg, for the above information,
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Dumris or Dumurid.—A village in the Khulnid subdivision,
situnted 21 miles (by river) enst of Khulnd. Population (1401)
3,847, It is the headquarters of a thina, and also contains a sub-
registry office and a dispensary opened in 1904, which is called
the Satish Chondra Mukherji dispensary atter a former Collector.
An extonsive trade is carried on in rice and sugar, and also in
boats, which are built here. A fair is held during the Rasjated
festivol in October or November.

Fakirhat.—A villago in the Bagherhat subdivision, situated
nearly half way between Khulné and Bagherhdat. It contains a
police outpost and inspection bungalow, but was formerly of
much more importance than at present. It has still a large bazar,
however, and carries on & considerabls trade in rice, betel-nuts,
cooonuts and sugar. The land at Fakirhat is exceptionally high
for the Bundarbans, and grows date trees to a corfain extent.
Sugar is manufactared from the produce of these trees, and also
from molasses (gyur) imported from other distriots.

Gopalpur.— A village in the Satkhird snbdivision, situated 3
miles from Iswaripur, It contains a temple said to have been
one of four erected by Pratipiditys. These temples stood at right
angles to each other, enclosing & rectangular space on the right
bank of the river Jamund, which has now silted up. Those on
the southern, western and northern sides have fallen down and are
s heap of ruins, and the une on the eamstern side is the only
one now stending, but the upper storey even of this temple has
follen down, The lower storey is in the form of an oblong,
with a staircase inside ; and the walls are engraved with images of
Hindu gods and goddesses, There wasa Dol-mandir in front of
the temple, which has also fallen down, Altogether, the temple
is in a very dilapidated condition; it is overgrown with jungle
and is the baunt of bats and wild pig. The idol of Gobinda
gaid to have been brought by Pratipaditya from Purl, was
formerly enshrined in the upper storey, but it was removed over
a hundred years ago and is now in the house of the adhikari or
hereditary priest at Raipur. Once a year, st the time of the
Dol festival in February, it is taken to village Nunnagar, which
contains the residence of some descendants of Pratapadityn, who
hold a high social position among the Bangaj Kiyasths of Bengal.
At o short distance from the temple there is a bhig tank about
100 bighds in area, which, according to tradition, was dug by
Pratapaditya. It was apparently & magnificent sheet of water
at one time, but at present is overgrown with weeds.

Iswaripur.—A village in the Batkhira subdivision, situated
12} miles south of Kiliganj on the Jamund river, clgse to its
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junotion with the Iohhimati, Population (1901) 302, Histori-
cally, Iswaripur is one of the most interesting places in the
distriot, for it was the capital of Bikramiditya in the latter
half of the 16th contnry. It wuas nlso known as Yasohara, a
name whicli means eithor supremely glorious or the depriver of
glory, the legend being that the trensure taken here from Gaur
by Bikramiditya was so great, that themcoforth that greab ity
woa eclipsed by the city in tho Sundarbans. The latter name,
abbreviated to Jasor, was extonded to the adjoining country,
and was evenfunlly given fo the present town of Jessore.
The former name is said to be due to tho fact that Prata-
piditye, the son of DBikramiditys, built hore a great temple
dedicated to Iili; aud there is still a temple in the village,
called the temple of Jasoreswmd, whioch contains an imege of
the goddess.

The most important remnins extant are nn old fort and
the buildings known a8 the Tenga Masjid, Halzkhind and
Baradwari, The fort is a large enclosure surrounded by im-
menge embankments, a little south of the junctiom of the
Jamund and [chhiimati. Bome eay that it was a tank, but this
theory is improbable, for there are no less than sixteen tunks
round about the enclosure, and a further supply of water could
not havo been nevessary. Whether tank or fort, its former glory
has deperted, for the cultivator has twrned up the soil and
planted it with paddy. Practically the only remains are a
mont connected with tho old chammel of the Jamuna river and
high mud ramparis enclosing a large quadrangular space. The
ramparts now serve as houee sites and garders, and the onelosad
space as rice flelds, Btone balls, sometimes covered with iren
plates, are found now and then by cultivators in the fields, and
in one part of the ramparts heaps of refuse iron are met with,
which indicate that something like an iron foundry may have
existed and confirm the local tradition that guns were made
here. South of this fort is & large mosque called Tenga
Masjid. It is built of solil masonry, aud is 140 feet in length
by 36 feet broad, the height of the domes, of which there are
five, medsured on the inside, being 35 feet. The building
appears to have sunk a good deal, and the domes arc eracked,
but it is etill an imposing structuve and is used rogularly as a
mozque by the local Mubhammadans.

On the north-east of the fort ave the remains of a building
called Baradwiri, which is seid to have been Pratapaditya’s
hall of audience. In front of it is a tank which must formerly
beve been a fine shest of water. Amnother building is called
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the Hafizkhin or jail. This also was a fine brick huilding, and
the roof is still intact in spite of the neglect of centuries and
the ravages of the damp climate. Tradition says that it was
originally three stories high, and that two have now sunk below
the surface of the ground. The name Hafizkh&ing appears to be
a misnomer, for the building is obviously a Aamdmbband or bath.
Thore are marks ot pipes passing through the walls, and reservoirs
for water, which clearly show that it could not be mnything else
but a Turkish bath, South-cast of the fort are the ruins of what
ia generally believed to huve been the palace of the Raja. Now
there is ovly a high homestead site, called the Rajari-bhita by
the villagers, with remains of old brioks and a long compound
wall along the village rond.

Af a little distance to the east of Tenga Masjid, the Raja’s
tutelary deity, the goddess Xali, is enshrined in a building that
hes been kept in good ropair. In former times, it is eaid, she
looked southward and the londs on the sonth were oleared ; bub
the Rajd offended her, and one day when he went to prostrate
himself before her, she lurned her face in displeasure to the
woet. Henee the lands on the wost are slill elear, but on the
sonth they have beon under jungle ever since the goddess turned
from DPratapaditya and his glory departed. The ehyine is nota
temple of the usual sbape, but a rectangular building, like an
ordinary pijd-tdri, with a spacious quadrangle in front, enolosed
by long rows of rooms, one of which is double-storied. Nome
of these buildings are ancient, having been erected about 100
years ago by the adiildris or priests of Jasoreswari. There sre
two tablets, one in Sanskrit and enother in the vernncular, to
this effect. The tradition is that the present shrine remained
without a roof till the piece of iron that was on the top of the
original temple was found among the ruins and removed to it
The site of the ancient templo of Jasoreswarl is pointed ont at a
short distance from the present building, Here remains of old
masonry work are atill visible.

There are o few minor remains in ond sbout the village.
© At o short distance from the Teunga mosque is s small rectans
gular bnilding now overgrown with jungle, which is said to.
have been o temple of SBiva erected by Man Singh after the
defeat of Pratipaditya. In front of the mosque are some hol-
lows covered with ruins, whioh, according to some, are the graves
of Mubammadan generals defeatod by Pratapiditys, while others
declare that they mark the site of underground magazines.
Another ligh mound, now overgrown with trees and strewn
with brick remains, commands an old channel of the Jamuna.
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The Ichh@mati, whioh nearly surrounds the old town of Jasor
Iswaripur, was onoe a large flowing stream. It is so represented
in Rennell’s atlns, but it has now silted up towards the north
and is impassable for any but small boats. South and east
of Iswaripur are the debris of old buildings, aud the place is
called Tirkiati, On the opposite eide of the Iochhamati o large
aren is strewn over with bricks and the foundations of old build-
ings. This place goes by the nams of Tezkiti, Those names
were probably given with reference fo the rapidity with which
the olearings were effected. Dir signifies an arcow, and fes
means swift; and the names would mean cut with the upeatl
of an orrow nnd out quickly.®

Jatripur.—A village and market in tho Bigherhdt sub-
division, situated midway between Fakirhat and Bagherhat,
The village is of considerable size and has an extensive trade in
betel-nuts and coconuts, It is chiefly notable for a Jargo temple
of the Vaishnava sect dedicated to Gopil, which was crected
about three generations ago, by a Vaishnava Babaji named
Ballabh Dis. The wealth whioch he employed to raise and
endow the temple was acquired by begging; but his followers
attribute to him miraculons powers, because after coming to the
counfry a penniless beggar, he managed to build o fine temple
to his god. To this temple of Gopil, therefore, a new temple
has been added, dedicated to the Babaji, which was built by his
followers upon the spot where he was buried. The temples
are frequently visited by pilgrims, who make journeys of even
three to four days in order to visit them,

Kachua.—A village in the Bagherhat subdivision, situated
at the junction of the Bhairab and Madhpmati rivers, about 6
miles east of Bagherhat. It contains a police outpost, a sub.
registry office and a considerable bagar. It owes its foundation
to Mr. Henckell, being one'of the three market-places which, as

‘related in Chapter II, were established in the Bundarbans by him

towards the close of the 18th century. A oreek or ktal divides
the village into two parts, and is orossed by a masonry bridge,
built, according to a rude inscription, by one Bansi Kundu, who
also erected a small temple close by. Large quantities of kaoku,

* @ kind of yam, are grown here, from which circumstance the

village probably derives its name.
Kaliroa.—A village in the Satkhird subdivision, situated on

the Betnd, 12 wmiles north of Batkhird. It contains o police

® Antiguities of the Swndarbans, Statistical Reporter, 1876, I sm nlso
indebted to. Bibn Chirn Chandea Chatterji, Subdivisional Cfficer of ﬂi'l.l:]:.{rl, fop

. iglormption regarding the remains ab Towaripur,
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station, sub-registry office, inspection bungalow, and a dispen-
sary, whioch was established in 1896, It has a fairly large
bazar, the principal trade being in molasses, sugar end rice.
Kalaroi was formerly a municipality, but ceased to be so belore
the formation of the cistriot.

Kaliganj—A village in the Sitkbird subdivision, situated
on the Kanksidli river, 32 miles (by river) south-west from
Satkhird, ‘Phe Jamund used to flow by the village, but the
channel to the south has eilted wp. If contains a police station,
sub-registry office, inspection bungalow, nnd a dispensary, which
was opened in 1807 and is known ns the Vineent dispensary
after a former Collector. The village lies on the boat route
between Cslentta and Eastern Bengel, aud bas a large bazar
and a considernble local trade. It is also noted for its manu-
facture of earthenware pottery, cutlery and arlides made of
horn, It was formerly the headquarters of o municipal umion
of villages, '

Kapilmoni.—A village in the Khulnd subdivision, situated
6 miles south of Tila on the banks of the Kabadek rivers itis
conneoted with Jhingergicha railway siation on the Eastern
Bengal State Railway by a steamer service. It has o fairly
large bazar, and o market is held twice n week on Bundays and
Thursdays. It is mot o place of any coneiderable trade, but it
is the headquarters of three zamindari falisils; and a large fair
(meid) is annually held here, which lasts for 13 days and is
attended by 6,000 to 7,000 people. The place derives its name
from a Hindu sage (muni) named Kapil, who is said to have
taken up his abode here in ancient times, probably when it was
still a dense forest, and to have established the worship of the
goddess Kapileswari. This sage is not the great Kapil, who,
according to Hindu mythology, destroyed the sons of Bagar;
and beyond the fact that he was a devotee who installed the idol
of his goddess, nothing is known of him. His memory is still
preserved however by the annual meld above referred to, which is
held on Baruni dey in March, as that, # is said, waes the day on
which Kapil’s prayers were acoepted in heaven. The mela ise
great bathing festival, for, according fo local belief, the Kabadak
at this place, and for that day, scquires the sanctity of the
Ganges, a result due fo the virtue of Kapilmuni or Kapileswar.
The old temple of Kapileswari fell down long ago, and a new
one built about 1850 by the lessee of the place, Mr. Mackensie of
Jhingergichd, shared the same fate, being demolished by the
eyclone of 1867, The goddess is at present enshrinedin a thatched
hut. The village also gontains the tomb of o Muhammadan

N
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saint Jafar Alj, which is a place of pilgrimaga for devout Musal-
mins, It is covered with a thatohed roof and is in charge of
some fukirs, who have grants of land for its support.

As regards the history of the place and of other ruins in the
neighbourhood. the following extract is quoted from Bir James
Westland’s Report :—“More about Kapilmuni is not known,
and the absence of tradition is probably due to the fact that
these places have not besn continuounsly inhabited, except in
modern times. When, & hundred years ago, advancing civiliza-
tion reached this point, the place and the sago wers new to the
new settlers, and they have handed down to their posterity
only the little tradition they pioked up themselvos,

“In some other ruins near here thers is evidencs of this
want of continuity of habitation. At a place called Agra, a
mile away, there are two or three mounds, One of these has been
excavated and found to cover Bome ancient brick houses, the
walls and windows of which are easily seen by descending into -
the excavation. There is not a doubt that the other mounds con-
tain the same eort of ruins. I am informed that these mounds
exist not only here, but at intervals all the way between TEla on
the morth and Chindkhali on the south, a distance of some four-
teen miles. How old these mounds are, and when the houses they
* cover were inhabited, it is impossible to say. The house I saw
was only about the size of a well-to-do husbandman's dwelling ;
but for all I know, there may be some larger. There are some
hollows, the apparent remains of tanks that once existed near the
houses, but there is no mark of wall or ditch round the mounds
that T examined, Of the inhabitants of the dwellings that once
existed here, there is at present not evon a tradition. They were
not unlikely some ancient settlers in the place, who had
dissappeared with all their work lefore the present race came into
this part of the land. The present ruce dates from about a
hnndred years back, and the older race must therefore have dwelt
in the place and disappesred long before that.”

Eatipara —A villagsjin the Khulea subdivision situated 10
miles north of Chandkhali on-the Kabadalk, This village appears
to have been oune of the early outposts of advancing reclamation.
The leading family in it is a Kayasth family of Ghoses, who
migrated here from Khalishdkhili to the north-west about a
hundred years ago, or at least at a time when the Jand was
mostly jungle. This family brought to the village other Kiyasth
families, with which they intermarried, and there is now a large
Kayasth commuoity, The rest of the inhabitants are engaged
in oultivation either in the vicinity or in the Sundarbans, The-
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villago is a good specimen of n willage, for the houses are for
the most part well kept, and the village roads are wide and are
maintained in fair order,

Ehuln@.—Headquarters of the district, situated ab the point
where the Bhairah river meets the Sundarbans in 22° 49" N.
ond 86¥ 84’ H. Khulnd may be described as the capital of
the Sundarbang and has been for more than 100 years a place
of commercial importance. It was the headquarters of the Rai-
mangal Agency of the Salt Department during the period of
the last Indin Company’s salt manufacture in the Sundarbans,
ihe officcs being apparently at BaghmirA on the east of the
Riipsa opposite the civil station. It is the only place in the distriot
containing a ‘théna existing from before the Permenent Settle-
ment, for it was the site of thina Nawabid (meaning the new
olearance), which is kuown to have been in exiztence in 1781 and
has continued, with a change of name, up to the present time.
In 1842 Khulnd woas made the headquarters of a subdivision,
the first established in Bengal under the presont system. “Its
chief object”, according to Bir James Westland, “was to hold
in check Mr. Rainey, who had purchesed & samindari in the
vicinity and resided at Nihalpur, and who did not seem inclined
to acknowledge the restraints of law.” The first Subdivisional
Officer was Mr. Shore, whose jurisdiction extended over not
only the Khulnd subdivision, but also over almost the whole of
the Bagherhit subdivision. Subsequently, in 1882, it was made
the headquarters of the nowly created district.

Khulna is the ohief centre for the Sundarbans trade, for not
only is it the terminus of the central section of the Eastern
Beogal Btate Tisilway, but all the great river routes converge
on the town. It is connected by steamer with Nardyanganj,
Baristl, Madaripur, Muhommadpur, Ner@il and Binodpur, and
all the boat traffic from and to the enst passes through it.
Aport, moreover, from this through traffic, Khulnd is a large
forwarding mart. Hice, sugar, betel-nuts and cogonuts, the
produce of the vicinity, are colleoted for exportation end the
trade in salt is also considerabls, The railway station is being
graduslly extended so s to accommodate s large mumber of
goods-sheds in order to deal with goods traffic on the ]Fhﬂ'bem
Bengal State Railway.

The town ifself has few features of interest. It contains
the usual civil, eriminal and revenue courts and offices found
in the headquarters of a district, the office of the Divisional
Officer of the Sundarbans Forest Division, the distriet jail, a
circuit house, a dak bungalow, and a hospital erected in 1901

N2
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snd called the Woodburn Hospital after the then Lieuntenant-
Governor of Bengal, Sir John Woodburn, K. 0. 8. 1. A
genfing, cottago ward named after Mrs, Collin, the wife of the
Commisaioner of the Division, has also recently been opened.
Among educational institutions may be mentioned a Crovernment
Entranos school, a girls' school, named after Dr. IT D, Ghose,
formerly Civil Medical Officor of the district, the Khulni Corona-
tion Teohnical school and a Middle English school. There are
also a Coronation Hall, & Town Hall and a publio library locabed
in the syme building. In the heart of the town there is n large
reserved tank, which supplies the town with drinking water. The
town is fortunate in having a supply of filtored water, tho water
works providing 15,000 gallons per diem delivered into &
reservoizs, 'The water is raised from the reserved tank into two
sand filters, by means of & pulsometer pump, in 6 hours. It then
goes through pipes to the distributing ressrvoirs, from which the
people draw their water, The works were opened in 1906, Close
to the railway station, and adjoining the Jessore road, there is
ancther large tank named after the first district Magistrate of
EKhulna, Mr, Olay. The bazar is called the Saheber Bazar after
a Mr, Challett, who had an indigo factory close by more than half
s contury ago. The place was formerly called Charliganj after
the same gentleman, butthe name has fallen into disusa. The
population of the town, mccording to the consus of 1901, is
10,426, and the area within municipal limits is 4'64 square miles
comprising the villages of Ilhulni, Baniakhamar, Tutpird, Daivd
and Shibbati.

Local tradition states that the town is called after Khullang,
a heroine of Hindu mythology, (o whom an interesling legend
attaches, It is said that Chandi, another form of Durgd or Kali,
was anxious to extend her worship on earth, and for this pur-
pose had a oclestial nymph named Ratnamild born as a mortal,
promising to watch over her while she devoted herself to the task
laid upon her. Ratnamili was born as Khullani, and in due
time became the second wife of a rich merchant of Ujjain, named
Dhanapeti Sandagar. The first wife, Lahans, was somewhat of a
termagant, and during the absenoe of Dhanapati foreed Khullang
to tend the family goats. This she did, until Chandi, taking
pity on her, appeared in a vision to Dhanapali and told him to
return. Further trouble followed when Dhanapati performed
the annual sraddia of Lis father and his castemen were assembled
together, They refused fo take food in his houss because his
wife had been a herdswoman wandering in the jungle. But Khul-
lana got him out of the difficulty by sucoessfully undergoing
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various ordeals to prove her fidelity. Dbanapati aiter this went
to CUeylon in pursuit of his merchant’s calling, and on the way his
disrespeot for Ohandi was punished by a storm in which all his
ships but ome sunk, and when he reached Ceylon he was impri-
soned. In the meantime, IChulland gave birth to a son named
Eﬁma.ntu,, who was really o celestial musician, named Malakar,
born in humen form. The latter, when he aftained manhood,
wont in search of his father, and rosoned him from captivity, In
the end, the allotted time of Ratnamild and Milakar on earth
having ended, they nscended to heavenin a oelestial car.

Local fradition asserts that IThulland dedicated to Kali a
ghrine called the temple of Khullaneswari on the bank of the
river Bhairab at Thlimpur about a mile to the cast of the present
~ town of Khulnd, From this circumstance the town, which is

situated at the junction of the rivers Riipsii and Bhairab, derived
its namo; for it was formerly conneoted with T'alimpur, the Riipsd,
which now separates the two places, being evens century ago a
small khal or ovcek which could be easily forded. There is still
a temple of Khullaneswari, but the present templo is o modem
one, built after the original site had been washed away by
the river about {he year 1880, The original home of Khullans
is suid to have been at Kapilmuni, a village on the river Kabadak
about 37 miles to the south-west of EKhulnd, near which are
o bridge and a khal called Khulland hridge and Khullana
khdal,

EKhulng Subdivision.—Hesdquarters subdivision of the
district, lying botween 21° 41¢ and 28° 1’ N, and between 89° 14
and 89° 45" B. It extends over 640 square miles, excluding the
Bunderbans tract, and is bounded on the north by Jessore, on the
west of the Satkhird eubdivision, on the south by the Bay of
Bengal, and on the east by the Bagherhat subdivision, from which
it is separated by the Athirabinks, Iiipsi, Passur and
Marjata rivers. Its population was 401,785 in 1901, s against
341,493 in 1801, its demsity being 619 persons to the
squere mile, 1 contains one town Khulna, ifs headquarters,
and 920 villages. Khulni is the ohief centrs of trade, bnt
Alaipur, Daulatpur, Dumnia, Phultnlﬁ. and Kapilmuni are also
important marts. The auhd:.mon, which wes constituted in
1842, was the first established in Bengal and formerly included
almost tho whole of the present Bagherhat subdivision. For
administrative purposes it is divided into four thinas, vis.,
Khuln#, Baitagh#ts, Dumris, and Paikglichs, and two oulposts
at Phultald and Dékupiy the latter have been declared thinas for
purposes of investigation.

b



i82 KHULNA,

Labsa.—A village in the Satkhira subdivision, situated aboub
9 miles from Satkbird, on the right bank of the river Detnd. The
population is chiefly Muhammadan, and includes some families
held in great respoct by tho Muhammadan community, The vil-
lage is botter Jmown for a mausoloum called Mai Champa Dargdh,
u strong masonry structure crowned by a big dome, in tho contre
of which is the tomb of Mai Champa or Champa Bibi. The
dargah is regardoed as a place of much eanclity and is visited by a
large number of Muhammadans and Hindus from the neighbour-
hood. There are several traditions current as to its origin, Tho
most popular version is that Champn DBibi was a virgin soint
belonging to tho house of the Khalifa of Baghdad, who came to
India, over & century ago, to propagate the faith of [slim. After
visiting different parts of tho country, sho came to Bengal and
was wreoked off Lnbsi, while passing in a bont down the Naukhali
river, which was then one of the many channels forming the delta
of the Sundarbans, but has now entively silted up. Champa Bibi
and her disciples escaped, but after this unpleasant experience, she
gettled im this village, where she lived the life of a devotee and even-
tually died. Afier her death her disoiples erected the mausoleum
now standing. It is somewhat curious that a virgin lady ehould
be called “Mai,” and both “Mai” and “Champa” are Hindu
words which would searcely be applied to a lady from Baghdad.

Another version is that some hundred years ago a holy
fukir, who had great influence with the Mubhammadan rulers of
the country, lived here. A neighbouring Hindu Raja having
fallen into disfavour with the latter, sought the assistance of the
fakir, and in return for bis help promised to comply with any
request he might make. Some time after this, when the Raja
celebrated the marriage of his only daughter, a girl of rare beauty
and accomplishments, the fakir appeared and to the horror of the
Raja reminded bim of his promise and demanded the hand of the
princess, The Réja and his people having failed to dissuade the
fakir, at last took up arms; and in the fighting that ensued between
the Hindus and the disciples of the fakir, the Riaja perished with
gll his family except the princess, The fukir then took her and
married her according tfo the rites of his faith, and died shortly
after. The princess, who was named Champa Bibi, passed the
remainder of her life as a Muhammadan devotee; and on her
death this tomb was ercoted by the large civdle of disciples who
had gathered round her.

Magurd.—A village in the Ratkhivd subdivision, situated on
the river Kabadak, 16 miles (by road) cast of Batkhira, It
contains o police station and a sub-registry offive. '
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Mansa.—A. village in the Biigherhat eubdivision, situated on
the Manst and Aldipur Canal, It was formerly sn important
centre of the trade in rice and jute, but it is on the decline owing
to the silting up of the canal, along which large boats with cargo
oan now only pass ab high tide, Formerly this canal was
the shortest and most important boat route between Hastern
Bengal and Caloutts, and hundreds of big country boais laden
with rico, jute, eto., used to pass daily along it; but now there is
hardly depth of water enough for big country hoats, except during
the rainy season end af flood tide, though it hes been re-
excavated. The village contains en inspection bungalow of the
Public Works Department and a temple of Kali, which is visited
by numbers of pilgrims.

Masjidkur.—A village in the Khulnad subdivision, situated on
the Kabadak river, 6 miles south of Chandkhili, The village
derives ifs name from the faot that when the pioneers of cultiva-
tion in the Sundarbans were clearing jungle here, they came
upon an old mosque close to the river bank and therefore called
the place Masjidkur, i.e., the digging out of the mosque. *The
building thus found," writes Siv James Wostland, “ proolsims at
the first glance that it owes its origin fo the same hand which
built the SAtgumbaz, The principle of structure is the same,
only instead of & breadth of elevon domes snd a depth of
seven, we have here a breadth and depth of three domes only, or
nine in all. There are the same massive walls, for they are about
six feot thick; a large central doorway is beneath the middle
dome on each side, and two smaller doorways on each face, one on
ench side of the central one, DBut the building itself appears to
the eye of so massive a structure, that the doorways seem dwarfed
out of all proportion to the size of the face. As in the Sat-
gumbaz, 5o hero also there are four towers at the four corners of the
buildings, but none of them appear to be ascendible; and the
walls show in seversl places the same little circlets traced on the
fmoe of the brick which are used to ornament the larger structurs
near Baghahat”” These circlets represent the arms of Mahmiid
Shah, king of Bengal in the latter half of the 156th ecentury.
The roof is supported by four pillars and there are three mihrabs
or prayer niches on the westexn wall. One of the pillars has a
gmooth polish about half way up, which, enquiry shews, is
due to its being constantly rubbed from superstitions motives.
The pillars are made of stone and, like the Batgumbaz pillars,
ore formed by placing two or three long stones perpendicularly
in line, but they show none of thesame regularity. Instead of
rising out of the ground upon symmetrical bases, they rest
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upon one or two similar long stones laid horizontally upon the
ground, without regularity, snd not even at the same height.
Most of the stones are of the same grey stone as at the Satgumbas,
but there are ome or two of a redder colour, and ome or two
speckled stones among thom. It scems cortain that those stones
were not brought here or fashioned for the purpose they at
present fulfill. They belonged to some other struclure, and they
were token from ib, or from its ruins, to form pillars in this
mosque. 'The mosque is still used as a place of worship.

Mollah#it.—A village in the Bagherhat subdivision, situated
5 miles from the Minikdehn steamer station of the IKhulna-
Niriyanganj Mail Service. It contains a police stalion, a sub-
registry office and a dispensary opened in 1808,

Morvellganj—A village in the Bagherhfit subdivision,
situated on the Panguchi 2} miles above its confluence with the
Baleswar or Haringhitd, It owes its foundation to Messrs.
Morrell, who purchased the estate, then a dense forest, in 1849,
The neighbourhood was quickly converted from jungle into a
prosperous rice-growing tract, and on the banks of the river they
established o market town oalled after themselves Morrellganj.
Formerly the village was known as Seraliyd. Hore they built
8 good brick house for themsolves, and as the mart scon became
the most important in this part of the country, a police station,
sub-registry office and dispensary were located there. On the
death of Mr. Robert Morrell the manasgement deteriorated, and
the estate was sold to Mabaraja Durgd Charan Law, o.1.z.

The change effected before the enle of the cstate is described as
follows by Sir James Westland in his Report on Jessore (1874) 1—
“Where thirty years ago there were miles of impenetrable jungle
coming down to the water's edge and forbidding all acoess to
the land, the country is now covered with rice fields and dotted
with prosperous villages, with Morrellganj in the middle of all,
8 busy place of trade, and becoming more and more important
every day. The whole work is dueto the Messrs, Morrell, who,
begioning with small beginnings, have now extended, mid are
gtill continning to extend, their cultivation over a wide area.
Their residence, which, in such unsure foundationless ground, it
took some years of patient labour fo erect, stands on the bank -
of the river at Morrallganj, which of course is named aftor them ;
and half & mile north of it, ot the confluence of {hree rivers and
8 khal besides, is the village and bazar of Morrellganj. Morrell-
gonj has thus a great advantage in its position ; for not only is it
the natural centre of all the country round it, but it also Les
directly npnn the route by which most of the produce of the



GABETTEER. 185

castern districts finde its way to Caloutta, The deep channel of
the Panguochi river affords & harbour for sea-going wvessels, which
- mow opn roach it by the Baleswar river, Tho Messrs. Morrell
have had the place declared a port, and more than one vessel
has already taken cargo from it. Bo great are the natural ad-
vantages of the sifuation, that I fecl sure therois a great futwe
in store for the place.”

These hopes have not boen fulfilled, for though in 1869 the
river hore wna doolared a port by the Govornment of Dengal,
and buoys were laid down, the efforts to make it an entrepdt
for sea-going trade were not attended with success. 8till the posi-
tion of Morrellganj on a fine navigable river, commanding a rich
rice country, renders the place a centre of local trade, and it is an
important steamer station of the Oachir-Sundarbans- service.
The river, whigh is tidal, is aboul a quarter of mile broad here,
with deep water from bank to bank. The village has a population,
aoccording to the comsus of 1901, of 972 persons, and contains
a police station, sub-registry office and a dispensary, which is
maintained by Mahara] Enmar Risht Kesh Law.

Nawapard Manighar.--A village in the Kalarod thénae of
the Satkhird subdivision. It contains the remains of a mud-built
forf or rampart and entrenchment, and several large and small
tanks, sttributed to a Rajs who was originally s fisherman of the
Tiyar caste. Legend relates that, once upon a time, while he
was plying his fishing-bost, o hermit or Sannyisi asked him to
take him noross o bil or a large sheet of water. The fisherman
oonsented, and when they were in mid-stream, something in the
holy man's jholé or wallet came into contact with an iron
part of the boat, and at once turned it into gold. The Tiyar
fisherman, seeing that the wellet of the Sannydsi contained
the paraspdthar, enatched it away from the hermif, and threw him
overboard into the channel. "While the holy man was being cast
into the water, however, he cursed his murderer, foretelling that
he too would die the same death with his whole family and that
his line would become extinct. This was a terrible ourse, for to
die without children is the greatest calamity that can hefall &
Hindu. The Tiyar became o great Raji. The revenue, which
he nsed to receive from his tenants, consisted of old ploughs,
spados, soythes and sickles, all of iron, which ho used to convert
into pure gold, Mo had a large family, and built a fort and
entrenchments, and excavated 126 tanks. After enjoying his
power for a short time, he was summoned by the Nawab to give
an account of his conduct, Iearing thot he might be killed
for his misdeeds and his family dishonoured, he took a pair of
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earrier-pigeons telling his family that, if he let the pigeons fly
homewards, it would be o sure sign of his death and of their
disgrace. The R&ji was honomrably acquitted, but, while he was
riding home, the pigeons oscaped. His wife and childern, on
seeing them, rushed into a boat, and having closed the cabin, and
made a hole in the bottom, drowned themselves. The 1iaja, who
arrived soon after, also drowned himsclf, and the ourse of the
hermit was thus fulfilled. The tank in which they were drownec.
is called bara-pukur, is., the big tank.

The village is aleo called’ Gorhdény, e, an elevated place
containing a yark or fort, diani or dinga meaning an clevated place.
The particular spot containing the fort is sometimes called Dana-
Manighar or Dhanpotir Ding, s term implying buried treasure.
It is said that until lately wo two ploughmen ocould be seen

i ___ploughing together where the Tiyar Raja’s fort is situated, lest
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there should be a quarrel about the unearthed treasure which is
believed to exist there.*

Paikgacha.—A village in the Khulna subdivision, situated
on the boat route of the Caloutta and Esstern Canals, 34 miles
south-west of Khulna. It contains a police station, n sub-registry
office and a dispensary opened in 1907, i

Patkelghata.—A village in the Satkhira subdivision, situa
on the river Iabadak, 7 miles north-east of Batkhird. 1t containg
a Distriot Board bungalow and has a large market, the principal
trade being in sugar. Opposite Patkelghita on the other side
of the river is a laxge village called Kumuria, which is at present
in a deserted condition, but was at one time & great seat of learn-
ing, inhabited by many high caste Brahmans and Kayasths, It
is clnimed, indeed, that it ranked second only to Nabadwip in
this respect.

Phultala.—A village and police outpost in the Khulni sub-
division, situated 11 miles north of Khulni on the bank of the
Bhairab, Population (1901) 8,911, It has a brisk sugar manu-
facture and conteins & large bazar, with an extensive trade in
rioe, betel leaves, eto., especislly in the former, which is imported
from Nalchiti in Backergunge. FPhultali is a station on the
Bastern Bengal Btate Railway, and is also connected with Ihulna
and Jessore by a good road, known as the Jeesore road. Near
Phulials there are several villages containing families of Prrali
Brahmans., There is an inspection bungalow at Sikirhat, 3 miles
from the railway station.

® The above sceount ie devived from an article The fradition of the

Rijs by Maulvi Abdul Wall, published in the Jonrnal of the Asisti i
g ot F intic Bociety of
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Rampal.—A village in the Bagherhat subdivision, situated
16 miles south of Bagherhat, It contains a police station, a
sub-registry office and a dispensary opened in 1906,

Emyadpur Trust Estate.—An estate extending over 202
square miles in the Khulnf and Jessore districls, so called because
it consists chiefly of s four-annas share in pargans Saiyadpur.
For the same reason it is also known as the “Chirini” estate.
Another name is the Mahal-i-Wake, but the official name is the
Saiyadpur Trust Lstato,

The history of this cstate is an interesting one. In the 18th
century it formed part of the estate of the Rajis of Jessore or
Chanchrd, which wns divided into two shares, one comprising
three-fourths (twelve annns) and the other a fourth (four annas)
of the property. The latter fell to the lot of Raja Byim Sundar
Rai, who died without heive in 1758, About this time the East
India Company received from the Nawih of Morshidabad a grant
of land near Caloutta, and one of the zamindars whom he dispos-
seesod in order to make the grant was a Mughal of his court
named Salih-ud-din Khin. The latter, represonting that Syam
Sundar had left no heirs to his property, requested that it might
be made over to him in requital for the loss of his own land, and
the Nawib thereupon granted him the four-annas estate. When
the Permanent Settlement was concluded, it was in the possession
of his widow, Manu J&n Begam, a good business woman who
brought it in safsty through the eritical period succeeding that
gettlement, and saved it from the dangers which overwhelmed
other zamindiris. On her death in 1803, Haji Muhammad
Mohsin succeded as her balf-brother and sole heir.

In 1806 Haji Muhammad Mohsin, who bad no heirs, executed
a fauliaindma or deed of appropristion of his properties, by which
what is known as the Mohsin Fund was created. In this deed it
is recited that in the testator’s family from generation to genera-
tion certain charges had been incurred snd usages observed in
commection with the colebration of religions rites and festivals, and
that, as he had no children by whom the performance of these
pious duties could be performed, he desired to make provision for
their continued discharge. Ile therefore made over specified -
property to two managers, with instructions that they should
divide the net income into nine equal shaves, two of which they
should keep for their own use, three they should devote to the
expenses of celebrating religious festivals and executing repairs in
the Imambérd and hunal-gmun& while the remaining four shares
should be spent in paying salaries and pensions, sccording to a
list attached. The ha-quaat included the following properties :—
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the samindari of pargane Kismat Saiyadpur and Sobnili, with
the Imimbird building and the Imémbard bazar and hat at
Hooghly and the furniture of the ITmambard.

It appears from the proceedings of the Vice-I'resident in
Council, Persinn Department, dated the 8th December 1826, and
from the correspondence generally, that theso salaries and pen-
sions were payable to the officers and servants of the Tmambixd,
so that the whole endowment, as far ss its purpose was speocified,
was for the support of thmt religious institution, with the
ceremonios performed in if, and the persons employed in it. The
founder ndded the provision that “the managers affer me will
exeroise their discretion and authority either {o continue or
discontinue them (the allowances and pensions) as they mey think
proper, and I bave mede over the management generally to
them.” No specifie direction however was given as to what use
ghould be made of any savings which might acorue from the
discontinuance of salavies or pensions under the power given by
this last clause, the matter being thus left to the discretion of the
managers. A year before the exeoution of this deed a suit had
been inslituted against Haji Muhammed Mohsin by Mirsd
Bundeh Ulls, elpiming, under a pretended will, the lands which
the former subsequently constituted an endowment. This suit
was prosecuted from court to cowrt np to the Privy Counil,
and lasted some thirty years, during the whole of which period
it continued fo be uncertain whether the endowment was valid
or not.

Haji Muhammad Mohsin died in 1818, and the managers
whom he had appointed seem immediately to have entered upon
o course of mismenagement and embezzlement. According to the
finding of the Court of 8adar Diwiini Adalat, the proper objects
of the endowment were uneglected, the Government revenue fell
into arrears, while the income was spent on quarrels between the
managers, bribes to the polios and dmins, and gifts to the managers’
relatives. Moreover, in order to inorease their own profits at the
espense of the trust, they forged a perpetual lease in their own
favour and that of their relatives, purporting to have been
execited by Haji Muhammad Mobsin before the deed of
foundation. The Buard of Revenue interfered for the belter
government of the endowment under Regulation XIX of 1810,
ot first associating o Buperintendent with the managers, then
laying down rules for their control, and finally in 1817, as these
milder measures had only made maliers worse, dismissing the
managers altogather. As their relatives were implicated with them
in the frands committed, a Government servant was appointed
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to administer |[the endowment under the orders of the Board
and Looal Agents. TFrom this time the institution has been
practionlly controlled by Government.

The Board of Revenue in 1817 founded a madrass at en
snnual cost of Rs. £,000, payable out of the funds of the endow-
ment, But the leadiug fenturo in the first twenty years of
Government management was the growth of o considerable fund
vested in Government securities. In 1821 the property was
sottlod in pant tenurcs, that is to say, subject to a quit-rent
fixod in perpetuity, ond abont six lakhs of rupees were received
on this nccount. Dub es the suit questioning the validity
of the title was then pending in the Privy Council, it was
made a condition that if that cese were lost, and the mew
owner refused to confirm the pafnis, the purchase-money should
be returned with interest. To meet this possible charge, the
proceeds of the patui sale were invested in Government securi-
ties, and, the interest being added as it acorned to the original
principal, a capital sum of about 10 lakhs of rapees was
acoumulated.

In 1835, the law suits having then recemtly terminated, it
waos decided by the Government of India that three-ninths of
the income from the zamindari should be assigned permanently
for the current expenses of ImAmbirk, ete. Of the two-ninths
of the income assigned to the mufwalis, one-ninth wus assigned
to the agent or mufweli appointed by Government, and the
remaining one-ninth was to be available for general purposes
of a benefioont nature. The four-ninths share of the zamindari
income appropriated by Haji Muhammad Mohsin to pensions and
establishments was to remain liable to those charges, but when they
lapsed, the income was to be added to the surplus fund appropri-
able to general purposes. There thus remained at the disposal of
Grovernment for general purposes of a beneficent nature, first, one.
ninth of the snnuel income from the zamindiri; second, the
lapsed pensions, eto, ; and, third, the entire amount acaruing from
the interest of the acoumulated fand invested in Government
promissory notes. It was decided that, after setting apart from
this last-mentioned fand such amount as might be necessary to
provide appropriate buildings, including the charge of rebuilding
ov repairing the Imambirs and other religious edifices, if it
should be found necessary to remew these, the remainder should
be considered as a Trust Fund, the interest of which, with other
items specified, might be “appropriated to the purpose of education
by the formation of a collegiate institution imparting instruetion
of all kinds in the higher depariments of education,”
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After the passing of Aot XX of 1863 a Committes was
appointed under section 7 of that enactment for the supervision
of the endowment assigned for religions uses. This Committes
controls the expenditure of & confribution equal to three-ninths
of the income directly derived from the original estate in the
form of rents and an allowance of Ha. 750 a month in respeot
of the charge for establishment{o be borne by tho fgur-ninths
ghare. The manager, who now deals only with the religious
nssignment, having no concern with the property gonorally,
receives one-ninth. The remninder of the estate, including the
whole of the interest on the accumulation, is held to be at the
disposal of Grovernment as sucoessor to the managers appointed by
the founder. This fund was originally applied to the foundation
and support of o college at Hooghly, affiliated to the Caloutta
University and open to members of all religious communities.
To this arrangement the objection was raised that an institution
almost exclusively frequented by Hindus was not the most suit-
able recipient of the income of a distinotively Muhammadan
endowment, and accordingly the (fovernment of Bengal, by a
resolution, dated the 29th July 1873, decided that the fund
ghould be nsed exclusively for the promotion of education
among Muhammadans, the Hooghly Oollege being maintained
from other sources. It has since then been devoted with great
disoretion, and with the best results, to assisting the progress
of Muhammadan education throughout Bengal by various means,
such as the payment of a part of the fees of Muhammadan
students at the University and at Zila schools, the appointment
of Persian teachers at the latter, tho foundation of scholarships
and hostels, ete. .

Under the orders of the Board of Revenue the estate was
managed by the Collector of Jessore as er-offieio Local Agent
from 1816 to February 1834, when it was transferred to the new
district of Khulnd. The area of the estate is 167,652 acres, f.e,,
about 262 square miles ; and the rental is Bs. 1,80,000, the oess
demand s, 16,000, and the Government revenue Rs, 95,000,
The property consists of three revenue-paying cstates borne on
the revenue-roll of Khulna, viz., (1) Kismut pargana Saiyadpur;
(2)-Kismut pargana Sobnili; and (3) Char Badronadi, Saiyad-
pur lies in the distriets of Khulnd and Jessore and contains 446
mauzds ; Sobnili consists of parts of 7 mausds and lies in the
Khulnd district ; it was originally /akhirdq; but was resumed in
1829. Char Badronadi is & small resumed efar in thins Dumria
in Khulnd. The estate consista of 210 lots, of which 158 belong
to patni tenures, one fo & farmed tenure and 47 fo kids tenures,
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Olassified according to the amount of the rent demand there are
54 tenures under Rs. 500; 50 from Iis. 500 to Re. 2,000; 13
from Ra 2,000 to Rs, 4,000; and one above Hs. 4,000, These
tenures were crented about 1823 on the basis of three years
provious collections after o general measurement and assessment,
[Report of the Muhammadan Educational Endowmants Commitice,
Cnleutta, 1868.]

Satkhira, —Headquarters of the subdivision of the same
nama, situated in 22° 43'N. and 80° & E. at a distance of 8 miles
from the Patkelghata steamer station of the Khulna-Nariyanganj
Mail Service. The town lies along the bank of a narrow khdal
connecting the Detni with the Kuchiimor &i! or marsh, which
in its turn, drains through several khals into the Iehhimati river.
It has a population, according to the censms of 1901, of 8,356
persons, and conteins the usual subdivisional offices, Munsif's
court, municipal offices, sub-jail, & District Board bungalow and
a dispensary. The educational institutions are a girls’ school
and an Botrance school, the latter being supported by the local
zamindars and also aided by Government. The town contains
five Hindu temples, dedioated to the following gode and god-
desses, Siva, Gobinda Deb, Mahakil Bhairab, Ananda Mayi and
Annapiirni ; they were constructed by Babu Pran Nath Chaudhri,
the grand-father of the present local zamindar. Of these femples
that dedicated to Annapiirnd is considered the best specimen of
architecture. .

Regarding the climate of the town and the possibility of
improving it, the Bengal Drainage Committee observed as fullows
in their report on the Presidency Division, published in 1907,
“ Although the figures of mortality only show an average
annual death-rate from fever of 15 per mille (1901-05) in the
Satkhird town, the local accounts are emphatic es to its unhealthi-
ness, which it is hoped to remedy by creating a greater flow in
the adjacent kial. It has been suggested that this might be done
either by throwing an embankment across the river Betnd just
below the junction of the A4l with it on the north-east, thus
diverting its waters into the A4al, or by introducing the water of
the Ichhamati by a series of cuts from Chanduria on the north-
west. The whole scheme is very much in the air and requires
elaboration. We are not disposed to approve of the sacrifice of
the present channel of the Betnd south-east of Satkhira in the
interests of that town ; snd as regards the alternative, all that
seems known is that & previous enguiry feared the danger of
inundation if the water of the Ichhimati wasbrought in. Itis
surmised that the risk no longer exists, but no levels have been
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taken, and we are not prepared to nccept that opinion, The
gimple deepening of the khdl stands as a project in the famine
programme, but it is donbtful if this would have much effect upon
hm]jlhlj,

Satkhird Subdivision.—Waestern subdivision of the distriot
lying between 21° 38’ and 22° 57" N. and between 88° 064’ and
89° 23’ T, It has an aven of 740 square wmiles, excluding the
Sundarbans tract, and is bounded on the north by the district of
Jessore; on the west by the 24-Pavganss, from which it is
soparated by the Ichhimati, Sona, Jamund and Reimangal rivers;
on the south by the Bay of Bengal; and on the east by the
Ehulna subdivision, from whish it is separated by the river
Eabadak. The subdivision is an alluvial fract, out up by large
rivers, which arve saline up to the point where the tides reach.
These rivers run from north to south into the Bay of Bengal, and
small khdle or crecks run from east to west and communicate with
the bils and rivers. The land towards the north is comparatively
high, the central portion is low-lying, and in the south are the
Sundarbans, The population of the subdivisian was 488,217 in
1901, a8 compared with 495,600 in 1891, the densiby being 6562
persons to the square mile. It contains 1,467 villages and two
towns, viz,, SBatkhird and Debhatd. TFor administrative purposes
it is divided into five thinas, Satkhirs, Asisuni, Kalarod, Iali-
ganj and Maguri.

Senhatli.—A village in the Khulnd subdivision, situated
& miles north of Khulnd. It is the headquarters of an Union
Oommittes, and contains a dispensary opened in 1907 and o High
English school. It also enjoys tho reputation of being the home
of the Kulin Baidyas or physicians of Eastern Bengal, Former-
ly there were some large sugar factories, but these have dis-
appeared, and the place has lost much of its trade. The basar is
called Nim#di Rai's Bazar after a law agent (mublitar) of that
name in the servies of Riini Bhawiini of Nator, a lady famous
for her piety. Loocal tradition says that Nimai Rai held a fd/uk
here under the Mughal Government and established the bazar on
the land. There is a temple dedicated to XKali, which was buil
by Raja Srikdnta Rai, who was proprietor of the land till about
1797. Along the banks of the river there are two other shrines
located in thatched huts—one dedicated to Sitald, goddess of
small-pox, and the other to Jwara Nariyan, the god of fever.

The place is described as follows by Sir James Westland in
his Report on the Dustriet of Jessors. “ It forms with its suburbs
the lergest collection of houses in the distriet, and I think it
may claim also to be the most jungly plu.ua in the whole districf.
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Old tenks filled with weeds and mud, and their sides covered
with rank jungle, are everywhere scattered over it; and many
unocoupied spaces within its limits, which anywhere else
would bo tultivated, are a mass of underwood. The roads and
paths of the villags, except one very fair one, which is
kept in order, wind through pesses of brushwood”, It is a
happy task to record the fast that this deseription no longer holds
gou:I, and that the village has improved considerably since it was
written,

Sundarbans.—The southernmost portion of the Gangetio
delta, sitnated between 21° 81° and 22° 38 N, and between
88° &’ and 00° 28' B,, extending over an area of 6,526 square
miles, of which 2,688 square miles lie in Xhulng, 2,941 square
miles in the 24-Parganas and 897 square miles in Backergunge.
This tract is bounded on the north by the permanently-settled
lands of the 24-Parganss, Khulnd and Backergunge ; on the
enst and west respectively by the estuaries of the Meghni and
Hooghly ; and on the south by the Bay of Bengal. It has =
length of about 170 miles along the sea face and stretches inland
for a distance of from 60 to BO miles,

Briefly, the Bundarbsns may be described a8 a low flat allu-
vial plain in which the process of land-meking is still geing on,
covered, where not under cultivation, with forests and swamps,
interseoted from north to south by wide tfidal rivers or estuaries,
and from west to east by narrow tidal rivers or creeks, All the
estuaries, snd most of the rivers, are salt; thers is little or mo
ourrent down them, acd they are practically tidal wabercourses.
They are connected with each other by an infricate series of
branches, and the latter in heir turn by innumerable channels;
so that the whole tract is & tangled network of estuaries, rivers,
and watercourses, which enclose a large number of islands of
various shapes and sizes. These flat swampy islands are covered
with dense forest, the most plentiful and important species being
sundrl (Heritiera litoralis), which thrives most where the water
in the channels is least brackish. Along the sea face the forest
is almost exclusively composed of mangroves, which sometimes
extend into tidal water, but elsewhere are soparated from the sea
by a line of low eand hills or dunes. The felling of trees for
timber, planks, posts, and fuel, employs a class—not a caste, for
they are both Hindus and Muhammadans—of professional wood-
cutters termed danlis, They proceed in boats to certain localities in
the forests called gais, ench of which is presided over by a fakir,
who is supposed to possess the ocoult power of charming away
ﬁgm and who has updoubtedly some knowledge of wood-craft,

9
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Here the wood-outters work six days in each week, for one
day in the week (but no particular day) ie set apart for the
worship of the sylvan deity presiding over that partioular forest.
The fakir, who is supposed to bave some personal knowledge of
this supernatural personage and of his or her dislikes—for such
deities nre of either sex—anots ns high priest on these occasions,
and is readily remunerated for his servioes.

Oultivation is confined to the north, where reclamation has
been effected with considerable difficulty, It is hard for any
one who has mot axpm-iuuaeﬂ. the obstacles that must be
encountered and overcome in an undertaking of this kind, fo
form any adequate idea of them. First of all the lands have to
bo embanked. For this purpose & liue is out through the forest
slong {he banks of the stream, embankments ave thrown along
it, and strong dams sre constructed across the mouths of the
smaller streams to keep salt water out. This being done, the
forest has to be cleared, tanks dug and huts constructed. Tigers
gometimes put & stop to clearing operations, by killing the men
erployed on them; and cases have been kmown of tracts of land
already under cultivation being abandoned, owing to tigers
carrying off the oultivators while at work in their flelds, and
breaking into their houses at night, killing men, women, and
children. Tigers are also very desfruotive to cattle, and great
damage is done to the crops by sonnders of wild pigs and herds
of deer. Last, but not least, of the diffculties to be overooms is
fevar, When it prevails, numbers are laid up ; their lands remain
fallow, and before next season are overrun with reed jungle,
which springs up directly the forest is cleared, unless the lands
are immediately cultivated, This, when once it has established
itself, is most diffioult to eradicate, taking four or five yearsto
Kill.

To the south of the Sundarbans are numerous reefs extending
from 18 miles to 30 miles out into the ses, with a ocurious
depression called the **Swateh of no ground, ¥ which is deseribed
in the next article, The reefs consist of very hard ground,
while the channels between them have a soft boitom with an
increas'ng depth of water towards the land. A stiff sloping bank
extends from the land sea-ward and the chaunels cut through it
by the rivers are more or less deep, nccording to the volume of
water conveyed by them and the rapidity of the ourrent. The
nearer- the mouth of a river, the deeper is the channel and the

gofter the bottom, If aship is in a channel, the ground wﬂl, A
+hecome very soft, and the depth increase, as the land is =
approacyed ; but, it notin one, the ground will become very
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hard, and the depth decrease, Wherever the ground is quite
soft, the opening, which is apparently an opening between ielands,
may be steered for in safety, and it will soon be found to be the
entrance to a river.

The general aspect of the Sundarbans gradually changes as one
travels west to east from the Hooghly towurds the Meghni, and
the whole tract may be divided into thres portions, viz., (1) the
land from the Hooghly to the Jamuna and Kalinds rivers included
in the 24-Parganas, (2) the tract between the Jamuna and Baleswar
lying in Khulna, and (3) the tract between the Baleswar or
Haringhata and the Meghna which is comprised in Backergunge.
The land near the two boundary rivers, the Hooghly and
Meghns, i, in the 24-Parganas and Backergunge, is com-

- paratively high, but it slopes downwards towards the middle

portion, i, Khulod and the south-east of the 24-Parganas,
The middle tract is low and ewampy, and at no very distant
period was doubtless one great marsh. Indeed, the maps of the
old surveys conducted by Major Rennell and others, between 1764
and 1772, show a large tract of country between the Jamund
and the lower part of the Ganges ns » morass interseoted by
deep oreeks and watercourses.

The superficial aspuct of the three divisions is what might be
expected from their physical character. The belt of cultivated
land from the Hooghly to the Jamuna in the 24-Parganas is sur-
rounded by large embankments to keep out the salt water; the
land is comparatively high, and dotted with small hamlets, or
gingle huts surrounded by little gardens. In {he marshy tract of
the Khulnd Sundarbans, between the Jamuni and Baleswar,
miles of low-lying half-cleared land extend without a vestige of
habitation. The cultivators who till this section rarely live on or
near their flelds, and the latter are surrounded with low embank-
ments, The third division, fs., the Backergunge Sundarbans,
between the Baleswar and the Meghna, affords o plessant change
from the depressing swampy atmosphere of the Khuloa Sundar-
bans. The land being high, ond the river water comparatively
sweet, no embankments are mecessary to protect the crops. The
goil, too, is richer ; and every well-to-do peasant has his thatched
hut and granaries, surrounded by an orcherd of coconut, betel-
nut and other trees.

There is this marked distinction too that the Ganges and its
branches have long ago left the western portion of the Bundar-
bans and now pour their waters further to the cast. Between the
Hooghly and the Jamuni the rivers are for the most port salt
water rivers. The Baleswar or Haringhats, and the rivers of the

02
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Backergunge Sundarbans eastward of it, are all distributaries of
the Ganges, and contain sweet water during most seasons, down
to within a short distanoe of the Bay of Bengal. In the central
rtion the water of the rivers, though not so saiine as those
further to the west, is gradually becoming more brackish as the
rivers are silting up at the heads and the tides come further up.

These waterways are of the fixst importance, as being the chief
means of communiontion by water between Calouila and the
Eastern Bengal. All the streams ave tidal, and the boats proceed
on the ebb and flow of the tide. Part of the day’s journey has
to be made with the flow, so that the duration of the voyage
depends entirely upon the success with which each tide is caught.
A whole fleet of boats may be seen ab the recognized anchorages
waiting for the tide, and the distriot from which thoy come can
be readily distinguished by the shape of the bow and stern.
Bome of these anchorages are far from any human habitation, but
necessaries of all kinds (including water) can be obtained ot o
sort of floating bazar. Country boats also ply from place to place
along the cross ohannels, some of which are so marrow and so
overhung with trees that the rigging of small craft at times gets
caught in the branches.

The main streams, during the inundation in tho rainy season,
bave what are usually termed “double ourrents’” that is, the
surface down to a certain depth flows downward or southward,
while below that dopth the tide advances upward or northward.
This is caused by the freshets sweeping dowa from a higher level
and over-topping the flood tide from the sea. Even to skilful
awimmers this trencherons dovble ecorrent or under-current is
most dangerous. A person falling accidentally or suddenly into
a stream naturally sinks at first below the surface, when the
under-ourrent drage him in one direction, while the upper
ourrent, flowing in & contrary direction, prevents his rising to the
surface. The result is that he is quickly drowoed, and the body
is sometmies never recovered,

. The Sundarbans present several peouliar festures, which have
been well desoribed in an article Ts Gangelic Della published
in the Caloutta Review, March 1859. * In whatever light we
regard the Bundarbnns—whether as a tract of country possessing
an abnodant pachydermatous faan3, or o flora peculiar {o itself,
whether we look at it as the stronghold of gigantic and destruc-
tive saurians, voracious sharks and peculior fish, whother as a
traot of country of the most beauntiful aspeot, but at the same time
most fatally pestilential—we muost still view it asa curious and- -~
an gunomalous tract, for here wo sse a surface soil composed of :

= e
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black Jiquid mud supperting the huge rhinoceros, the sharp-hoofed
hog, the mud-hating tiger, the delicate and fastidiously olean
spotted deer, and nourishing and upholding large timber trees;
we seo fishes climbing trees ; tides running in two direotions
in the same creek and at the same moment; we see wild hog
and tigers, animols gencrally avoiding water, swimming across
the broandeast rivers ns if for nmusement ; in one creck a dead
calm, in the next n raging sea; in some creaks tho abundance
of insect life is overpowering, in others close by not a living
creature is fo be scen; some creeks are deadly to sleep in, others
perfectly froe from minsma ; some are dry at low water, in others,
and those conligaous, no bottom ean be found at ten fathoms ;
in one, sl is fog and doubt, in the next, all is in the brightest
sunshing; and many other anomalies present themselves, all
rendering the Suudarbans a spot of much interest, offering as
they do g0 many subjects for investigation and research. Most
travellers in passing throngh this labyrinth of interminable forest,
mud and water, become exceedingly wearied with the monotonous
appearance of the banks of the rivers and creeks, and are only
too glad when they escape into the open and cultivated northern
parts of the delts, where all the breadth of the land is one vast
sheet of rioe cultivation,”

Since the above was written the one-hornmed rhinoceros has
beoome rare and is only found within the southern portion of the
reserved forests, Buffaloos are also fast disappesring and af
present are found only in the waste lands of the Backergunge
portion of the Bunderbauns. Tigers and orocodiles, however, are
still as numerous as ever. A number of natives are killed
every year by tigers, which break through the matted walls of
dwelling-honses at night and carry off their inmales;it is a
ourious fact that they never carry their viotims away through the -
side of the houss by which they enter, but break through the
opposite side to do so. Crocodiles are equally destructive. It is
reported that they will enter houses at night, and that during the
day-time they frequently move infe the fields, seize cattle, and
drag them into the nearest stream. Among birds more or less
peculiar to this tract may be mentioned the gigantie stork or
adjutant, known to the natives as #degild or the bone swallower,
on account of its swallowing its food, bone and meat together;
the feathers of thiz bird furnish the beautifol plumes known
a8 “marabou feathers.” The reptile tribe is well represented
in the Bundarbans, both venomous and non-venomous. Among
the former are included salt water enokes, the iiaa.fﬂj' cobra
(Naia fripudians), the soarcely less deadly, carpet. viper (Hrhis
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oarinafa), snd the large venomous snake-eater (Ophiophagus
bungarvs), which is remarkable for subsisting on its own kind,
devouring ite smaller brethren without mercy. Of the non-
venomous snakes may be mentioned the huge python, erroneously
called the Indian boa-constxictor (Python melurus), which attains
great lengh and is capable of swallowing deer or pig whole, and the
dhamin (Ptyas mucosus), both of which ave common. During the
cold weather months special snake-catchers visit the Sundarbans
snd capbure numerous snakes, which are disposed of in Caloutta.
The name Bundarbans is an incorrect English designation, the
traot being properly known as Sundarban. Various etymologies
have been proposed in order to explain the name, The word has
been derived from sunder end dan, meaning a beautiful forest,
or from samudra-ban, through its corrupted and vulgar form
samunda-ban, the whole meaning the forests near the sea, Others,
again, have derived the word from Clandradwip-ban, i, the
Ohdndradwip forest, Ubandrawip being the name of an old
gaminddri oocupying the south and sounth-east of Backergunge.
The name has aleo been connected with the Chandabhands, an
old forest tribe engaged in making salt, 'who are mentioned
in a copper-plate insoription, dated 1136 Bambat ov AD. 1079,
which was found at Idalpur (Adilpur) in the north of Backer-
gunge, Grant, in his Analysis of the Finances of Dengal (1786)
derives it from Chandra bindh meaning the embankments of
the moon, because, he says, “the richest and greatest parts of
the Sundarbans are still comprised in the ancient zamindiri of
Chandradwip (lunar territory)” and he somewhat fancifully
justifies the derivation by saying that it means the offspring of
the moon and refers to'the tract being overflowed by the tide, It
is now generally recognized that the name is derived from sundri-
dan or the forest of sundri trees, for that tree is the commonest in
the forests, and the word is sometimes pronounced locally as
Sundarban. The application of the nome Sundarban or Sun-
darbans to this tract is evidently modern, The Muhammadsn
historians do not use the term, but give the coast-strip from Hijili
to the Meghnd the name of Bhati, which signifies low-lands
subject to the influx of the tides; and this name was used at the
close of the 18th century by Mr. Grant, who says that this tract
is “always included under the local desoription of Bhatty with
all the neighbouring lowlands overflowed by the tides.”*
Sm.xt_ch of no ground.—A name given to & great natural
. depression or hole in the Bay of Bengal situated due south of the

®¥or much of the {nformation contained in_the above account, Ism indebted
tora note by Mr, D, H, E, Sunder, :  i? - Lard
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Baimangal and Malanchd estunries. It extends namly north by
east from 21° (o 21° 22’ north latitude, is five leagues in breadth,
and has its northern extromity about five leagues from {he land.
The following account of this curious besin is quoted from the
Manual of the Geology of India (Calentta, 1893):—*“In the sea out-
gide the middle of the delta there is a singularly deep area, known
and marked on chorts as the *Bwatoh of no ground,” in which
the soundings, which are from 5 to 10 fathoms all round, change
almost suddenly to 200 and even 300 fathoms, This remarkable
depression yuns north and south and hos been referred to & local
sinking ; but it appears iore probable, as has been shown by
Mr. Fergusson, thet the sediment is carried away from the spot,
and deposition prevented, by the strong currents engendered hy a
meeting of the tides from the east and west ooasts of the Bay of
Bengal. M. Yergusson also shows thot, so long as the Bay of
Bengal has preserved its present form, the meeting of the tider
must have favoured the formation of a epit of sand along the
present position of the Sundarbans, as the lower portion of the
Ganges delta is called, and that any great deposit of silt to sea-
ward of the present line is impeded by the fine sediment being
washed away by the tidal currents and deposited in the ﬂeupnr
parts of the Bay.

“In epite of all that has been writtem on this subject, the
origin of the * Bwatch of no ground” has by no means been
cleared up, A very eimilar depression has been shown to exist in
the bed of the shallow sen off the Indus delts, and the cause in
both cases has probably been the same, o combination of an excess
of subsidence with a deficienoy of eedimentation, the latter due
to the nction of surface ourrents in sweeping away the silt-laden
waters, Itis not in accordance with what we know to suppose
that, at such depths es we are dealing with, there can be any
currenis of sufficient velocity to nccount for the depression by
aotual erosion.”

Tala.—A village in the Satkhird subdivision, siluated on the
left bank of the Kabadak. It is the headquarters of a thina,
and contains & Distriot Board bungalow, an English school, and
8 dispeneary, opened in 1896, which is called the Diamend

Jubilee dispensary.
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Cultivators, matardal eondition ofs

111112,
Cutlery, manufacture of, 123,
COyelones, 106107,

D.

Dacoltics, 162, 168,

Dafaddrs, 164,

DRkt Bil, 16,

Dikupi, dispensary ok, 80 ; eutpost nf, 163,

Dalud sogor, manufacture of, 118-117.

Damrail, desceiption of, 171-172.

Dandia Kita Kkal, 181

Dancbhingi Bil, 16,

Dorgdh of Khin Juhin, description ofy
186-167.

Darpatnt taluks, 147,

Date-palms, cultivation of, 98; tapping
of, 116-116.

D&fid Khin, 29,82

Daulatpur, festival at, 72 ; dispensary of,
80, BL ; collego ok, 169 High school at,
160 ; description of, 172

Dawils, 92,

Deaf-mutiem, 79,

Defirs, 101, 124,

Death-rate, 70.

Debbita, dispeneary at, 80; outpost ab,
168; mupieipality ab, 167 ; desoription
of, 172

Decennial Settlement, 186,

Deluti river, 18.

Deusity of population, 65-58.

Dhani Tind, ronts of, 108,

Dhilmghit, 80, 84 ; descripton of, 172

Dhuokhain B, 16,

Dinrrhea, 78,

Dingts, 122.

Disaases, prineipal, 76-80.

Dispensaries, 80, 81.

Distilleries, 151.

District, formation of, 48 ; slaff of, 140,
162,

District Board, administration of, 166-1668.

Dﬂm“ﬂ l-tllml.lll; 100-101.

Dress of the people, 68,

Dudshiya ucil, 04,

403

Dumri, disponsary at, 80; sub-registry

office at, 161 ; thina st, 1568 ; desoription
of, 178, '

Dumurii, Ses Dumrii.

Dwelling-houees, 89-70.

Dysentery, 79,

E.

Early British administeation, 8045,
Bastern Bengol Etate Reilwny, 132,
Buastern Bengali dialact, 68,

Education, 168-161 ; progress of, 158-168;
collegiste, 168; mecondary, 159-100;
primary, 160; fomals, 160 ; technical
160 ; Muhammadan, 181,

Enibankments, 89, 80, 08

Emigration, 5758,

Enhaneement of rents, 108,

Estaten, 144145,

Estunries, 18-14.

Exciso administration, 160-161.

Exlibition, agricultural and industrisl,
100, 116,

Exorciam of wild animals, 61-64,

Ezports, 123, 124,

F.

Fuire, 72.78.

Fukirhit, 70, 126§ postal-telegraph offce
nt, 188; outpost at, 153 ; doscription of,
178,

Fakirs, 20, 61-68,

Famines, 102.106; of 1887, 102.108 ;
prices in, 110-111, '

Farids, 124,

Faujdirs, 87-42.

Fauna, 10-28.

Famale edueation, 160,

Festivals, 72,

Favers, 76-79.

Finance, 149-151

Firinghi pirates, 88-80.

Fish, 2228,

Fisherics, 118-121,

Fish preserving, 120.

Flonds, 106, .

Foneecs, description of Chandecan, Ly,

8-86,
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Food of the people, 89
Forests, B2-88; pgengral -~ description,
B2.88; history, 83.80; mansgement,
86-87 ; markats, B7-85,
Formation of the district, 48,
Fruits, 99,
G. ;

Galghneid river, deseription of, 10,
Game birds, 21-23,

Génfa, consumption of, 160.
Ganthts, 146.

Garden produce, 90-100.
Garhdin, 188,

Garh Eamilpor, 60,

Graurnmbha, 125,

Genersl administration, 140-164,
Geclogy, 16-18,

Gbizirgin, 72,

GbizirhEs, 72,

Ghizi Baheb, adoration of, 64,
Ghorg-dight, 169,

irls* sohools, 180,

Gobinds KRR Kial, 181.
Gobindakathi, 122,

Qobri, 6, 7.

Godlings, worahip of, 60, 61,
Golpdtd, 128,

Gelpotui river, 10,
Gopilpur, description of, 178,
Gram, cultivation of, 87 ; prices of, 110,
Grasing grounds, 101,
Guntiskbali river, 10,

&ur, 116, 117, 118,

H. '

Hiflekhin® st lewaripur, 176,
Hariibhing® river, 13, 14, .
Haringhits river, 12 ; description of, 14,
Hats, description of, 125,
Hawdlds, 146,
Health, public, 74-81,
Hemp droge, consumption of, 160,
Henckell, administration of, 89,45,
High schools, 169,
Hindi language, 68,
Hindn coabes, 65-68,
Hindnistm; 68480; some popular beliafa,

m"ﬂr 2l B

History of the district, 26-62; of
rovenne administration, 184-144,

Hiven Tajang, aceount of Samatata by, 26,

Hodges, survey of, 40,

Henorary Magistratos, 162,

Horao races, 73,

Hospitale, 80, 81,

Houses, 00.50,

Hukum¥ grants, 130,

I

Icbhimati river, description of, 0,
Immigration, 67-58,

Tmports, 124,

Income tax, 161.

Indebtedness, 112,

Industrinl classes, 114
Indostries, 116-128; jail, 164,
Infirmities, 79-80,

Inver Bont Route, 120,

Insanity, 79,

Institutions, medieal, 80.81,
Inundations, 108,

Tnwaripnr, 80 ; description of, 178-178,

J. 2
Joabuni river, 8, 8,
Jagaren (newspaper), 161
Jall industries, 164,
Juils, 154,
Julmi, 185,
Jamuni river, description of, 8-8,
Jangalburi tonores, 146,
Jasoreawari, 80, 31,
Jitripur, descripkion of, 178, &
J Gtras, T0-T1 3
Jelia dingts, 122,
Jenuits, early missions of, 32.85.
Jewellery, 123.
Jhiudings, 72, 122, '
Jhils, 14,
Joba adil, 85, -
Jogiklali Khgl, 181,
JolihEs, 65,
Judicial staif, 162, .
Jungle products, 123,
Justice, administration of, 162,

Jute, cultivation of, 57-08, ek

& ':.'-.a‘r'h i
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K.

Habadak river, description of, 10-11,

Ealirdals, 70,

Kachikits, 73,

Kneolab, foundation of, 40 ; sub-reglstry
offiea at, 1561; outpost of, 168; des-
eription of, 178,

Eeadamtal? river, 8,

Haibarttng, 07,

Kitmi kriski praja, 148,

K&lEbir, 72,

Eal@i, enltivation of, 87,

Kolared, dispensary at, 80; sub-reglstry
office at, 161; thios at, 158; deserip.
tion of, 178-177,

Kaliganj, disponsary at, 80; sub.reglstry
office nt, 161 ; thaun at, 168 ; descrip-
tion of, 177,

Kalini, 72,
Hilindi river, deseriplion of, 0,
Kinksigli ,, " 8.

Eapllmuni, 11,72, 126; description of,
177-178.

Kapotalsha river, 11,

Eurap@rs, 78, 101, 188,

Knstii, High school nt, 168,

Entengn, 72,

Eitiphird, 11; deseription of, 178.179,

Kiyasths, 07,

E&zibacha river, 12, 129,

Kesabpur, 12,

K@le or water-conrses, 7, 8, 90, 180.18].

Khalifntibid, neoount of, 28.29,

KhplisEkhali, High school of, 168,

Khilishpur, High school at, 158,

Khin Jahn or Khin Jalin All, Ses
EhEnjn Ali

Ebiinjs Ali, rule of, 26-28 ; adoration of,
Gd, 86; logend of, 68; buildings of,
164-169.

Ehavji, 122,

Kharidd faluks, 187.

Kherdri, enltivation of, 87,

KbesiS, 72, 161,

Kholpetu river, description of, 8.10,

Khullans, 1.

Khallangswari tample, 1.

206

Khbuln®, origin of name, 1,

Ehulni subdivision, deseription of, 181,

Khinlng Surkid (newspaper), 161,

Ehulng town, deseription of, 170-181;
rainfall of, 24 ; establishment of thina,
42; hendquortors of Salt Ageney,
#8-45; ootablishment of subdivisions
48; establishment of district head.
querters, 48; hespital and dispennary,
8l; veterinary hospital, . 101; aub.
registry offics, 161; distrlet juil, 164,
muuicipality, 168-167; schocls, 169,
160; publi buildings, 180, 181; origin
of name, 180-181.

EhulnaiZ3sM (newapapar), 181.

Kito-flying, T2, .

Korimira Bil, 16,

Korin schools, 161,

Eor(d prajd, 148.

Fulerul, 181,

Kumurii, 186,

Kundarin Géng, 10,

Kutaha By, 15,

Kutirhit, 125,

L.

Labourers, wages of, 110.

Linbad, deseription of, 162,

Laloee, 14-16.

Land revennoe, administeation of, 134-148
statistics of, 149,

Land tonures, 144-148,

Langunge, G8,

Large capitalist roles, 141-142,

Lmupals, 72, 78,

Legend of Ehulni, 180, 181,

Legislation concerning Suondarbans, 405.
48, 47, 48.

Leopards, 21

Leprosy, 80.

Libraries, 101,

Lime, monufectore of, 128,

Iinseud, cultivation of, 87.

Litorate population, 158,

Loan eompanics, 124,

Lioenl Boards, 166,

Liocal Self-Glovernment, 165.167,

Lokpur, 78,
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M.

Mudaripur Bil route, 120,

Madhabganj, 168,

Madhomati river, deseription of, 12,

Madind, 72,

Mughis, 78

Mﬂs’ﬂ ﬂidl. a8.89.

Maglstratos, 163,

Migurd, 28, 101; sub-registey office at
161; thiua at, 163 ; deseription of, 182

Makiabs, 161,

Milauchi estuary, 1.

Malarial fever, 76-T0.

Malgesi, 78,

Malguzdrs, 146

Management of foroats, BE-87,

Man.eating tigers, 20.21,

Minikdahs, 13,

Manei, 70, 78, 125; High school at, 169
deseription of, 188,

Min Biogh, 81,

Manufactures, 116-128, -

Marichhip Ging, 11.

Marjita estonry, 14

Markets, deseription of, 126,

Muralics, 1415 ; enltivation of, 90,

Musjidkur, description of, 183.184,

Maanrt, culiivation of, 67,

Mat-wonving, 128,

Material condition of the perple, 111-118,

Matial sofl, 4 :

Means of communieation, 137-183,

Medicnl sapects, T4-81; institutions,
80-81,

Middle English schools, 158, 160,

Middle Vernacalar schools, 159, 180,

Migration, 68-68.

Miksimil, High scheol at, 168,

Millotganj KAal, 180, 181,

Misstone, Chelstinn, 60.

Mobsin endowment, 189-181.

Mollalit, dispensary at, B0 ; sub-reglatry
office at, 161; thEoa at, 163 ; description
of, 184 .

Mdllinchew river, 14

Money orders, 188,

Mousoon rainfall, 24, |

L}

INDEX.

Morrellgan], foundation and early history
of, 47-48 ; dispensary at, 81; post sad
telegraph office at, 133 ; sub-registry
offica b, 161; deseription of, 184-186,

Morrieson, surveys of, 46.

Meruchar rlver, 10,

Mosquos of Dighorht, 49, 108, 169,

Mugbal rale, BE-UR,

Mubnmmadans, 68, 60; classea of, B8 ;
aducation of, 141,

Mulghar, 71, 118; High school at, 168,

Munfaipalitics, 168-167.

Musical antortainmonts, 7072,

Mustard, cultivation of, 97.

N.

Nagorkandi, 73, 3.

Naingod river, 11,

Nakipur, rainfall of, 24; dispeneary at,
81 ; High sohool at, 169,

Naldha, High sohoaol at, 168,

Nalufis, 198, : .

Nuamnsfidras, 86-67.

Nnudaapur, school af, 100,

Natlonal school, 160.101,

Natursl ealumitios, 102-107,

Hatural divielons of distriet, 2.8,

Novaratos towple, description of, 171.
172, '

Navigation, 128-182,

Nawilinki, 125,

Nuwiipari, ¥2, 122 ; dispensary at, B0,

Nawipir® Manighar, descrlption
185-186.

Nayk Eata Eaal, 101,

Newspapers, 181,

Nibalpur, 45,

Num-queat-GawdlF, 146,

Num-hawdid, 148,

Nimai Rai's Bazar, 192,

Nishkar-bhogt, 148,

Non-ocenpancy ryots, 148,

Nunnngar, 67, 72, 122, 178.

o.
Ocoupancy ryots, 148,
Oceuputions of the pecple, 114-118,

of,




INDEX.

Qil-seeds, enltlvation of, 87.
Oplum, consumptlon of, 161.
Outposts, police, 150

Uutor Boab Ttonte, 126, 180,
Oxford Mission, 80,

'

Pabla Eil, 16,

Viikgich®, dlsponsary at, 80; sub.regls.
try offlce at, 161; thioa b, 163 ;
deacription of, 188,

Pakd sugar, manufactore of, 117-118,

Polm teogs, 18.

Tiil's Hit Bozar, High school af, 169,

Pdan, cultlvation of, B0

Pangisl river, 11, 14

Pdanshis, 123,

Pirbhilngs island, 14,

Parganas, 184,

Passur river, 11, 13,

Pasturage, 101,

Palitabadi tonures, 148,

Fatkelghiits, descciption of, 188,

Patni leland, 14,

. Pain\ tenures, 147,

FPaiiai idluks, 187,

Paygrim, High school at, 168,

Poas, ooltivation of, 87.

Paople, the, 53-78 ; material condition of,
111-118 ; occupntipus of, 114.116,

Permanent Settlemont, 187-188,

Permanently settlod esbates, 144,

Phultali, outpest at, 168 ; High achool nt,
169 ; degeription of, 188,

Pligsical aspocts, 1-24.

Pirilis, 68.

Pirates, raids of, 58.39,

Pirs, ndoration of, G405,

Plantnins, cultivation of, 88,

Puds, 68, B65-67.

Police sdminisiration, early, 42-43j pra-
sent, 158.

Populsation, growth of, G3-54; census
of 1901, BE4-65; density of, G60.56 ;
urban, 68 ; rural, GB.

Portaguoss pirates, 83.30,

Post offices, 188,

Postal communications, 188,

Pototoos, enltivation of, 50,

Pottery, manufaciure of, 123,

Peyiing 08,

Pratapidityn, role of, 20.86 ; legondary
epeount of, 20.81 ; historieal refer-
ences, 81-83; Junlt socounts, 82-85,
the Birah Bhulyds, 56.80. i

Protipnagar, ontpost nt, 168,

Prices, 110-111.

Primury eduoation, 160,

Principal disocages, 76-80,

Prinsap, survay of, 40,

Produce rants, 108,

Profeasional clusses, 114,

Publio health, 74.81.

R,

Races, 72.

Radhinagnr, 8.

Ballways, 133,

Ralmangal estunry, 14; Balt Agency,
4345,

Rainfall, 24 ; in relation to agrienlture,
89, 08-94,

Raipor, 173,

Rimpil, rainfell of, 24; dispensury i,
80 ; sub-regiatry office at, 161 ; thios
ak, 168 ; deseription of, 187.

Rangdid, 78 ; High school at, 169,

Harull, High school at, 168,

Rates of ront, 108,

Raoclamation of Sondarbans, methods of,
8102,

Raofinories, 118.

Legistration, 161.

Registry oflices, LG1.

Ttalief works in famine, 106, 108,

Religlons, 58-05.

Rennell's survey, 8.

Ronts, 108.108 ; onth rents, 108, 109;
produce rents, 100,

Rent-freo lunds, 148,

Rgsumption procesdings, 188.180,

Roverme ndministration, 134-148 ; carly,
43-44; of Sundarbans, 180-144.

I'Ihrmulhnm- forests, 87, .

!
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Revenua-frea estates, 144,
Revenue of the district, 140-162 ; land

rovenne, 140 ; sbamps, 160 ; cosses, 160;
excisn, 160-151; inoome-tnx, 151 ;
rogistvation, 151,

Rhinoceros, 19,

Rice, enltlvation of, 05.07; prices of,
110,

Rinderpest, 101.

River dacoliies, 163, 168.

Rivor aystem, 7-18,

Boads, 182-188.

Road and public works cessos, 160,

Rocke, Colleator of Jessora, 46,

Routes, trade, 126-120.

Toutes, boat and stenmer, 128.183, .

Riipss rivor, deveription of, 12,

Raural populntion, 68,

Ryots, 148 ; rents pnid by, 108, 109.

g E’

Sachiidaba, 126,

Baints, ndoration of, 84.66,

Balyadpur Trust Estate, descriptlon eof,
187.181,

Baiyads, 66

Balt Department, admiclstration of, enrly,
43-46 ; pressut, 168-164,

Balt, prices of, 110 ; mannfactore of, 116,

Bamatats, 26.

Banmdra river, 11,

Banitation, 74, 756,

Bankarkhili, 72,

Sanskrit fols, 181

Sarankhold, ontpost at, 158,

Bitgumbaz, 49 ; deseription of, 188-182,

SEtkhirn Kita EAal, 131.

Bitkhir®, description of, 191.183, raine
£all of, 24 ; dispensary at, B0, BL ; post
and telegraph offlce af, 183; sub-

. registry office ab, 161; sobejuil nt,
164 ; munieipality at, L67; Righ
school at, 169,

Sitkhird eubdivision, deseription of, 103,

Bariogs Bank trausactions, 138,

Besreity, 102.108.

Bghopls, 168161,

INDEX.

Seasone of cultivation, 02-88, 94.

Eecondary educstion, 169-160,

Sonbili, dispensary of, 80 ; High schiool
nk, 169 ; desoription of, 102188,

Borvico Innds, 148,

Soitlomonts, early, 130 ; Doconuinl, 186,
Permnnont, 187-188,

Shahpur Bil, 16,

Sharks, 22,

Bloilkls, G5,

Bholabung, 60,

Bibbiti, dispansary at, 80,

Sibei rlvor, 12,

sikirhit, 188,

Simmui, 78,

Bitali, worahip of, 61,

Small oapitalist roles, 148.144,

Bmall-pox, 79.

Bobnili river, description of, 10,

Hoalal charactecistics, 08.78,

Bails, 04-86,

Bolpurhit, 72.

Bonoi river, description of, 9.

Bpirit, consumption of, 160-161.

Sripur, 182, 161,

Svirimpur, 122,

Btamps, revenue from, 160,

Statistics, rainfall, 24;
vital, 75.76; agrienitural,
cational, 168,

Stenmer Roates, 129, 130,

Steamer sarvices, 131, 182,

Bubdivisional  ndministration,
4143,

Bubdivisicns of the district, 149,

Bub-infoudetion, 145, 148,

Suogar, manofueture of, 115-118.

Sugar rofineries, 118,

Sogareans, enltivation of, 97-98,

Sundarbane, deseription of, 188-198;
rivers of, 18 ; botany of, 18.18; wiid
animals, 19 21; Josuit aoconnts of,
82-85 ; enrly reclumation of, 40.41;
enrly admiatstention of, 46-48 ; oarly
survoys, d6;lots, 40 ; leglalation
concerning, 4640, 47, 48; fonndationof
Moreellganj, 47-48 ; Comnissioner of)

census, 66
96 edu-

early,
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48, 48, 49; former civilizatim of,
6052 ; Forests of, 83.88; metliods of

reclamation of, 9108 ; ecultivation of,

B2.88 ; ewbankmonls in, 88 ; produce
roots in, 108, 100 ; revense ndminia-
tration of, 180.144; origin  of unme,
108,

Hunddry treos, B2, B, 56,

Surkhi, 126,

Burveys of Sundarbaue, 45,

Bwatcly of uo ground, deseription of,
148.189.

SyRmungar, oukpoat nty 168,

T.
T&li, dispensnry nb, 80 ;'l:ligll school af,
169 ; deseription of, 109,
Taluks, 137, 146,
Talukddrs, 146, 146,
Tochnical education, 160,
Telogeaph officos, 138.
Temporarily settled sstatos, 144,

Tennntas, 148, -

Tenga Mugjid at IswarTpur, 174,
Tenure-holders, 146-148,

Tonwros of lnnd, 144- 148,
Tozknti, 48, 6O, 176, .
Thukuritn river, 13

Thinas, pelice, 168

Tigers, 18-20,

I, enltivation of, 87.
Tilak, 71.
Tirkatl, 49, 50, 178, 176,

Taobaoeo, cultivation of, B8,

Tels, 161.

Topography, 1.

Towne, 65,

Tracts of fertility, 89-01.

Training school, 160,

Trade, 128-126 ; erniree of, 126 ; roules,

126-128,

Troding castes, 124,
Troes, 18-19);183, 84,

- U-

Under-rycts, 148; ronts pad by, 108, 108.

Under-tonures, 146, 147.
Union Committecs, 160,
Urbnn population, 68,

Uri dhan, evltivation of, 07,

Fo

Yaoeoeinntion, 80.

Vegatalles, 99.

Vegotation, 18-19.

Vetorinnry relicf, 101,
VikramTditys, Ste Bikramiditya.
Villages, 68,

Vital statiatics, 756-76.

w.

Wages, 100110,

Water communications, 128.181

Watorsworks at Khulni, 180,

Wazirpur Kt XAGI 10, 151

Weaving, of cotton, 116 ; of mals and
baskets, 123,

Wild animals, 18.21 ; exorcism of, 81=G4,

Women, edueation of, 160,

Wood-eutting, 121-128,

Y.

Y;Iuhﬁn. 20, 80,
Yusafpur estate, 184, 137, 188,

Z.

Zamindire, 145, 145,
Zila achool, 159,
Zoology, 10-24,

B, 8. Pross=—2.12.]1208—10807—500="¥. M. D'C,
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