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CHAPTER L

PHYSICAL ASPECTS.

Ajmer-Merwara is an isolated Provinee of British India in Raj-

mﬂm. lying between 25° 24" and 26° 42" North Latitude and 73° 45'=
Longitude, The Provinee is composed of two districts (1) Ajmer
and (2) Merwiir, and is entirely surrounded by Native States.

The Ajmer district is bounded on the north and west by Mar-
war, on the south by Mewar, on the sonth-west by Merwim and
on the east by Jaipur and Kishangarh. Merwira is bounded
on the north and west by Miarwir and Ajmer, on the south and
east by Mewdir and on the north-east and to some extent on the
north by Ajmer.

The length of the Ajmer district is some 80 miles from north te
south, while it is 50 miles in breadth. Merwara is a narrow strip
about 70 miles long, and with a varying breadth of from 15 miles to
1 mile. They have a total area of 2,711 square miles, of which Ajmer
has 2,070 and Merwiara 641. The population according to the census
of 1901 is 476,912 or 17593 persons to the square miEr.

The Sanskrit word Meru, a hill is a component part of the
names of both districts. In Ajmer it is combined with the name of
Rajd Aja, the traditional founder of the fort and city: in Merwarm it
expresses the physical features of the country only.

The boundaries are territorial: there are no natural divisions,
The two tracts originally formed distinct districts, and each possesses
a history of its own. The number of villages on the Government
rent roll according to the last census is 740, of which 425 are in Ajmer,
and 815 in Morwira, The Land Revenue in 1902-03 amounted to
Bs. 263,545, Ajmer cnntrihuting Ra 209,111 and Merwira Rs 54.734
The gross revenue for the Division, ineluding the District Funds, was
Rs. 14,49,200.

Of the 2,711 square miles of area khilsa and jagir villages occupy
1,399 square miles, the istimrdri estates in Ajmer 1,272 square miles,
and towns 40 square miles.

The distinguishing feature of the country is the Aravalli range,
the strong barrier which divides the plains of Marwar from the high
tableland of Mewdr. The range, which commences at the * Ridge ”
at Delhi, comes into prominence near the town of Ajmer, where it
appears in a parallel sueeession of hills.  The highest point, on
which is perched the fort of Taragarh, rises immediately above the
city of Ajymer to a height of 2855 feet above the level of the sea,
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2 PHYSICAL ASPECTS.

and between 1,300 and 1,400 feet above the valley at its base. The
“Na ar,” or Serpent hill, 3 miles west of Ajmer city, attains a
scarcely inferior elevation. About 10 miles from Ajmer the hills dis-
appear for a short distance, but in the neighbourhood of Beawar form
a compact double range which approach each other at Jawija, 14 miles
further south, and finally meet at Kukra in the north of the Todgarh
tahsil, from which village a succession of hills and valleys extends to
the furthest extremity of the Merwira district. Thence the range

dually becomes bolder and more precipitous, till it finally terminates
m the south-east corner of the Sirchi State, near Mount Abu,

The platean on which the town of Ajmer stands marks the highest
point in the plains of Hindustan; and from the hills, which hem it in,
the conn sﬁupas away on every side. The range of hills between
Ajmer and Nasiribad marks the dividing \\-ntrrsﬁx:ri of the continent
of India. The rain which falls on the southern or Nasiribad side,
finds its way by the Chambal into the Bay of Bengal; that which falls
on the other sde is discharged by the Luni into the gulf of Cutch.
Further south the watershed is still more clearly marked, and is the
high wall of rock which separates Marwir from Merwara. The portion
of Ajmer east of the range, which connects Srinagar with Rajgarh,
including the pargana of Rimsar and the estates of the istimrardars
genemll , is an open country with a slope to the east and broken only

y gentle undulations. West of the Nigpahar the pargaua of Push-
kar stands quite apart from the rest of the district, and is a sea of sand.

In Merwiira there are no important mountains; the highest hills
oceur near Todgarh, where the peak of Goramji attains an elevation of
3,075 feet above the level of the sea. The average level of the valleys
18 about 1,800 feet. In the fahsi! of Befiwar there are four well-
known passes. The Barr Pass on the west is a portion of the Imperial
road from Agra to Ahmadabid and is metalled throughout. On the
eastern side are the Pakheria and Sheopura Ghiats, the first leading
to Masuda and the second to Mewir. There is also the Sura Ghita
?sa which leads to Mewdr. In the Todgarh tahsil there are the

achbali, Pipli Undabiri, Sarupa Ghita and Dewair passes leading
from Merwira into Miarwdr. There are no passes deserving of the
name in Ajmer except where the road to Pushkar, six miles west of
Ajmer city, traverses a dip in the Nagpahir range.

Owing to their position on the watershed of the continent, the dis-
tricts do not possess rivers of any importance. The principal stream
is the Ban&s, which takes its rise in the Aravalli range, about 40 miles
north-west of Udaipur, and enters the Ajmer District at the extreme
south-east corner, not, far from the cantonment of Deoli.  During the
rains this river 18 frequently in flood, aud travellers from Kotah and
Deoli are ferried across at the village of Negria, in Jaipur territory, 5
miles from Deoli. Besides the Bans there are four streams, the Kr{lri
Nadi, the Dai Nadi, the Saparmati and the S&raswati.  All are mere
rivulets in the hot weather, but become torrents in the rains: neither
they nor the Banie are used for the trausport of vroduce. The Khari
Nadi rises in the hills near the village of Birjal in the Merwira dis-
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trict, and after forming the boundary between Mewdr and Ajmer for
a short distance, falls into the Banis at the northern extremity of the
Sawar pargana. The Dai Nadi, flowing from west to east across the
Ajmer ﬁ:,rict, is arrested in the early part of its course by the Nedrin
embankment. Thence it flows by Sarwir, belonging to Kishangarh,
and, leaving the district close to Baghéra, eventually also empties
itself into the Banas, The Sagarmati rises near the Bisla tank in Ajmer,
and after flowing through and fertilizing the Ajmer valley, takes a
sweep northwards by Bhaonta and Pisangan to Govindgarh. Here it
meets with the Saraswati, which carries the dmiuuﬁe of the Pushkar
valley, and the united stream from this point unt it falls into the
Rann of Cutch is designated the Luni, or salty river, and it is on this
stream that Marwir chiefly depends for what fertility it has. The
affluents of these streams are many, and there are some independent
rivulets running northwards into the Simbhar lake. None of them
have obtained a name, as they are mere drainage channels running
only in the miny season.

In striking scenery Ajmer district is deficient, although Ajmer
itself is am exception. The ancient city, with the frowning heights
of Taragarh as a background, makes an effective picture, even when
the hot weather bas stripped the hills of all their covering. But the
general aspect of the country at that season is desolate and forbidding.
A change comes with the burst of the monsoon, when the urid plain
and rocky hills are transformed by a m“ri%ﬂf verdure, which con-
trasts pleasantly with the blne of the sky. o sunset effects are at
times very striking. The most beautiful scene of all is the
embankment and lake on a night when the moon is at its full and the
marble chatris of Shah Jahin are mirrored in the waters.

Merwira scenery with its hills has a certain rugged grandeur at
all times. But when the autumn and spring harvests are standing in
the valleys, some parts are remarkably pretty, and the effect is
heightened by the glimpses of water in the numerous tanks and the
fresh foliage on the hill side trees. The view from the top of the
Dewair pass looking down is singularly beautiful, and also the view
from the top of the pass which separates Barikhan from Tedgarh.
Comparing small things with great, an enthusiast has called the
Todgarh district the “ Alps of Rijputana.”

t 1s regrettable that there are few fopes of trees to be met with
either in Ajmer or Merwara, Except on the embankment of Jawdja
tank it is diffienlt to get shade for tents and animals. Even in the
forests the trees are generally mean and serubby in appearance, and
round Ajmer the humble euphorbia supplies their place on the hill-
sides. Only near wells or in the watered gardens of the towns do
they attain any height or luxuriance of foliage.

Low cover is scanty, both on the slopes of the hills and in the
valleys. After good rains the grass grows to a height of two or three
feet, but it is soon cut and utilized as fodder,

In ordinary years during the cold weather any traveller through
Ajmer-Merwara will find the districts covered with lakes of all sizes.
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With four exceptions all the water reservoirs are artificial, and most of
shem have been constructed since the establishment of British rule.
OF these last the great majority owe their existence to the unaided
and untirin cnergy of one man, who ruled Merwara from 1836 to
1842, and the united districts from 1842 to 1857, when he died at
Beiwar. The name of Colonel Dixon will be remembered in Ajmer
and Morwira for many generations. For years he worked steadily at
this single object witﬁuut help or sympathy, and without much
encouragement; for until the works were completed they attracted
but little attention, and the district was too remote to allow of the
Government of the North-Western Provinces taking at first an intel-
ligent interest in the work. With such help as his talisildars and a fow
trained chaprasis conld give, Colonel Dixon construoted these works,
and it was only in 1853, when his tanks had been completed, that the
appointment of an uncovenanted European Assistunt was sanctioned,

othing worthy of note was done after Colonel Dixon's death till the
&ﬂtﬂbﬁﬂiment of the Ajmer Irrigation Division of Public Works in the
beginning of 1869. Most of the tanks thereafter constructed are the
products of famine labour during the calamities which haye sinee come
upon the country,

Besides the artificial reservoirs there are four natural lakes which,
in less dry countries, would hardly deserve mention. Of these are the
sacred lake of Pushkar and the lake known as Old Pushkar, near the
former. Both are depressions among sand-hills without an outlet,
but exereise a considerable influence by percolation through the sand-
hills on the low sandy bottoms in their vieinity. In Merwira there
are two natural basins, that of Sargaon and that of Karintia, both
near Beawar. A passage for the escape of the water of the former has
been eat through the encircling sand-hills, and the bed is now regualar-
ly cultivated for the spring crop. That of Karantia lios among hills,
and is of no use for irrigation. There are no Jhils in the districts ie,
extensive swamps such as are met with in the United Provinces of
Agra and Oudh, which in the cold weather teem with duck and snipe.

The geology of the province is that of the Aravallj range, which
extends thronghout it. The rocks consist of gneiss, biotite, horn blendie
schists and limestone, mostly in the form of marble and quartzite,
which 1s probably the Alwar quartzite. The whole are much ¢ isturbed,
most frequently nearly vertical, and repeated several times in the
section. It is the Alwar quartzite, the rock highest in the section
within the range, broken, repeated and placed upon end that forms
all the long narrow ridges, which rise to a considerable height above
the general level of the range, uud of which an example is the Tara-
garh hill near Ajmer. The best sections of the range 1n the provinee
are exposed in the Dewair and Pipli passes in Merwara, ascending
from the western plains. The rocks of the former consjst of schists
and bands of white marble, the actinolite schists oceurring at the top.
There is also a section of mica schists frequently felspathic and often
mncluding bands of limestone, The Pipli pass 1s similar but contains
more frequent quartzite ridges, Granitic intrusions are common and



PHYSICAL ASPECTS. b

increase in the direction of Todgarh. Towards Beiwar gneiss and
nite predominate, hardly sny other rocks being exposed. - Quartzite
in contact with a large pile of gneiss is the characteristic formation of
the Ching and Sendra hills. Towards Ajmer granite alternates with
limestone, dark mica schists, and gneiss being not much more than a
quartzite containing some felspar. At Ajmer the section across the
range differs from the others in the number and size of the ridges of
uartzite which croas it. Taragarh hill, formed of Alwar quartzite
rises to a height of upwards of 1,300 feet above the level of the surround-
ing country, and the same quartzite is repeated in the ridge east of
the Anasigar. East of Ajmer the Alwar quartzites are repeated five
times in the section, the intervening low grounds being oceupied by
schists and limestone, in which intrusive granite is of frequent ocenr-
rence. North of Ajmer, the range becomes very broken, and near the
Sambhar lake it consists almost entirely of the Alwar quartzites, re-
peated five or six times, forming high narrow parallel nearly vertical
ridges a mile or so apart, the intervening ground being covered with
blown sand. Under some of the ridges asmall thickness of the schists
is exposed, and at Makrina on the western side of the range, the
famous white marble quarries are sitnated. The hills are schistose for
the mou!;r];u.rt, and in appearance often serrate, and are probably vol-
canic. e cultivated soil is a natural mixture of one-third stiff
yellow loam and two-thirds sand, consisting of disintegrated mica
schist and felspar. Pure silicious sand is rare.

Owing to its geographical position and limited rainfall the flora
of Ajmer-Merwara 1s not a rich one. Indigenous species are limited,
and few of them are attractive in appearance. Several centuries of
civilization have practically denuded the Ajmer hillsides of all timber.
Even in Merwara—* the impenctrable jungle " of 18519—only within
the reserved areas are trees still found in any quantity. The district
has no species peculiar to itself, every plant in i being found also
either in the adjacent provinces, or in the dry regions of the Deccan
and southern India.

As in other parts of India with a similar vegetation, the majority
of the trees and shrubs flower during the hot season, while the
herbaceous plants blossom chiefly in the rains. Many of the latter
are annuals which wither and die at the approach of the cold weather.
Among the larger trees which yield both fuel and building timber
are the semul (bombax malabaricum), the khejra (prosopis spicifera),
the kurr (sterculic urens), the two acacias (leuwcoplheea and catechu),
anogiesus latifolic and pendula, dichvostachys cinevea, lordia vothisi
and the aonla (phyllanthus emblica). On the roadsides the babul
(acacia arabica) nim (melia indica) kurrus (pangamia glabra) and
Jal (salvadora persica) are commonly planted, as they thrive well
and give good shade. The pipal (ficus religiosa), the banyan ( ficus

), the gular ( ficus glomerata), the tamarind (famarindus
indica), and the mango (mangifera indiea), are found usually in
gardens or near villages throughout the district. The shrubby vegeta-
tion, which is everywhere more prominent than the arboreal, consists

Botany.
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largely of capers, jnjubes, tamarisks and grewiaa. Of the capparideas,
the gyna is pentaphylla is common in waste lands, as is also
the small jujube (zizyphus nummularic), Tamarisks of s-veral species
abound in the watercourses, while the grewias pilosa and populifolia
are found everywhere. The ewplorbia nimﬁ:x oceurs near Ajmer
and in the Merwira hills,

The herbaceous vegetation consists of leguminosae of the genera
alysicarpus, desmodium, erofalaria, ecassia, efe, of varions widely
distributed species of compositae and rubiacems. During the rains
a few convolvulaceee appear, and grasses and sedges are abundant.
The only ferns ever seen are adiantum lunulatum and candatrum,
whrﬂtﬁum molle and actiniopterus radiate. The latter is found
only on walls, where it is associated with funaria hygrometrica, the
enly moss at all common in the region. In wells the maidenhair
(adiantum capillus veneris) is occasionally met with.

There is little cover for large game, An occasional tiger is to
be met with in the Merwara forests, while leopards and hymenas are found
in the hills from Nagpah&r to Dewair. Wolves are rare.  Wild pigs
are found in most of the dstimrdri estates. They are preserved by
the Thakurs, as pig-shooting is a favourite amusement of Rajputs.
A Tent Club has recently been revived at Nasirahad, but the pig love
the shelter of the hills, and the country is broken and hard to ride,
Black buck (antelope bezoartica), ravine deer (gasella bennettii) and
nilgsi (portaz pictus) are met with in Ajmer. A few simbhar (rusa
aristotelis) are to be found in the hills of both districts. Rewards
are given for the destruction of wild animals—Rs. 7 for a tiger, Rs. 5
for a leopard, Rs. 3 for bears, hymnas or wolves; and 2 annas for
snakes. The reward for snakes is increased to 6 annas during the
two months immediately preceding the breeding season, i.e, May
and June. Of small game the great Indian bustard is occasionally
found in Ajmer, and Horican is a visilor during the rains. Geese
duck and snipe are found about the tanks in the ecold weather,
but good sni gﬁud is very limited. The small sand grouse
is found in abundance; the large sand grouse is rare. Quail are
moderately plentiful in the cold weather, and hares and grey partridge
are common at all seasons,

The climate is healthy. In summer it is dry and hot, in the
winter cold and bracing, especially in December, January and Feb-

, when hoar frost not infrequently covers the ground.

uring the 20 years ending in 1900, the maximum temperature
recorded in the shade was 116:9° F. in June 1897, the minimom being
35° F. in December 1892, In 1902 the maximum recorded was
108° 5’ F. in May, and the minimum 36° 8’ F. in December,

The rainfall 15 precarious and partial. The province is on the
border of what may fairly be called the arid zone, and is the debate-
able land between the north-eastern and south-western monsoons, and
beyond the full influenee of either. The south-west monsoon sulm-.elm
iE the Narbada valley from Bum%y, and, crossing the table-land at

imach, gives copious supplies to Malwa, Jhalawar and Kotah, and
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the countries which lie in the course of the Chambal river. The
clouds which strike Kathiawar and Cutch are deprived of a great
deal of their moisture by the influence of the hills in those conntries,
and the ?'rm.ter l}nrt of the remainder is deposited on Abu and the
higher slopes of the Aravalli range, leaving but little for Merwim,
where the hills are lower, and still less for Ajmer. It is only when
this monsoon is in considerable force that Merwira getsa plentiful
supply from it, and only the heaviest storms get as far as Jodhpur,
where the avernpe rainfall does not exceed 13 or 14 inches, while
beyond lie the Jaisalmer State, with an average fall of 67 inches,
and the rainless land of Sind. The north-eastern monsoon sweeps
up the valley of the Ganges from the Bay of Bengal and waters the
northern part of Rajpntana, but hardly penctrates further west than
the longitude of Ajmer. On the conflicting strengih of these two
monsoons the minﬁf]l of the province depends.

The prevailing wind during the rainy season is a south-westerly
one, but there is little rain from this direction. The south-west mon-
soon is exhausted before it reaches even Merwara, and if this monsoon
is in the ascendant, the weather may be cloudy and there may he
little and partial showers, but no heavy rain. It is from the north-east
that Ajmer, Beawar and Todgarh obtain their heaviest rainfalls, though
the south-western monsoon has naturally more effect at Todgarh than
at Ajmer. The central portions of the province often receive heavy
fulls from the north-west, the north-east monsoon being apparently
diverted from its course by the winds from the desert.  Not only,
however, is the raintall wost precarious and partial, varying much n
total amount from year to year and from place to place, and falling with
fury on one side of a hill, » hile the other side is perfectly dry, but it1s
most irregularly distributed over the rainy season, and 108t uncertain
in the intensity of the fal. The last 15 & most importint question
with reference to the filling of the reservoirs. 1f the rain comes in
lighl.'. showers, even though it be on the whole an average fall, the soil
will absorb it, the nallas will not run ind the tanks will remain empty.
If the fall is sudden and heavy, and at the same time general within
the catchment area of a tank, the chances are that the embankwent
will be damaged.  The best rainy season is one which includes a fall
of 3 or 4 inches in the 24 hours 1n June, and a similar fall in Septem-
ber, with interiedinte showers.  Then the tanks fill and are replenished
for the rabi harvest, and the klarif crop is not drowned with excess
of moisture. These peculiaritics may be illustrated from the history
of the twenty years before 1899-1900. In 1881-82 the rainfall in
Ajmer was 179 inches. The early rainfall was deficient and the
chavrif crops failed, but heavy showers in September filied the tanks
and the irrigated rabi crops were good. In 1882-83 the monsoon
began well, but the kharif crops were injured by excessive minfall in
September. This filled the tanks and gave a good irrigated rabi
erop, but the barani or dry crop failed through want of light showers
after September. The rainfall was 24 inches : much the same happened
in 1884-85, when the rainfall was 230 inches in Ajmer and 255 in

i
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Merwara. The heavy September rains filled the tanks but ruined
the maize and cotton crops sown as kharif. In 1885-86 the rains
recorded were 198 inches. There was a good fall in July and August
but hardly a drop in Seﬁ:tember, The tanks did not fill nor did the
early crops ripen properly, so both kharif and rabi were comparative
failures. In 1887-88, 22 inches fell in Ajmer and 203 in Merwira,
but it came principally in June and July and in the form of constant
drizzle, with a result to the crops similar to that in 1885-86. In 1888-
89 only 187 inches were recorded in Ajmer and 20-) in Merwira, but
tho Ealightt.llly deficient in quantity it was well distributed. Heavy
minu%eﬂ in July and September, with intermediate light showers : the
tanks filled and the crops were good.

In 1880-90 there was promise of excellent harvests, but although
there was a total raiufall ufl 21+4 inches in Ajmer and 16°8 in Merwira,
it ceased early in September and the out-turn-was below the average
in both crops. In 1890-91 the rain was very deficient, 1205 inches
in Ajmer and 1356 in Merwira. It set in early but soon ceased
The following year was one of famine. The rainfall was 850 inches
in Ajmerand 1024 in Merwira. These two successive years of short-
Wuced a water as well as a crop famine, In 1892-93 the total

infall was large, averaging 373 inches in both distriets, but owing to
its late commencement t%:c kharif out-turn was only fair.  In 1893-94
the rains were timely and well distributed and crops were good.
In 1894-95 the rains, 2533 inches in Ajmer and 2851 in Merwira,
were above the normal but were badly distributed. Want of heavy
showers in September left the tanks half empty, and the consequent
irrigation suffered. In 1896-07 heavy showers fell in September and
filled the tanks, but there was no rain later, and the dry erops were a
fuilure. In 1807-98 the rain was over the average and well distributed.
In 1598-99 only 1405 inches fell in Ajmer and 1066 in Merwara.
The rain began early but stopped entirely by the end of J 1:3 The
kharif suffered severely and, as the tanks did not fill, the rabi culti-
vated area was insignificant. It was followed by the famine year of
1899-00, when 836 inches fell in Ajmer and 492 in Merwirn. The
greater part came in June ; the kharif crops failed to reach maturity
and, as the mins ceased entirely aftera few showers in September, the
rabi crops were lost also.

The average annual fall during the 20 years was 19 inches in the
Ajmer district and 20 inches in Merwira. The maximum rainfall
during this period was 37 inches in each district in 1892-93 and the
minimum 8 inches in Ajmer and 5 inches in Merwira in 1899-1900,
as already stated. The rainfall in 1900-01 was 28 inchesin the Ajmer
district and 30 in Merwiira,

There have been no eycloncs or floods within Ajmer-Merwira
during the last three decades. On the 12th June 15897 slight
shocks of earthquake were felt at 4-45 pM. in Ajmer. They came
from west to east, and were felt honzontally about 5 or 6 times within
the duration of 15 minutes. But for the fact of their rarity they
would l:uie. hardly worth wentioning.



CHAPTER IL

HisTORY.

(a.) Ajmer.

The early history of Ajmer is, as might be expected, legendary in
its character, and commences with the rule of the Chauhins, the last
born of the Agnikulas, and the most valiant of the Réjput races.
According to tradition, the Fort and City of Ajmer were founded by
Rﬁlj)a Aja, a descendant of Anbal, the first Chauhfin, in the year 145
AD. Aja at first attempted to build a fort on the Na fir, or Ser-
pent Hill, and the site chosen by him is still pointed out. His evil
genius, however, destroyed in the night the wal erected in the day,
and Aja determined to build on the hill now known as Taragar
Here he constructed a fort, which he called “ Garh Bitle,” and in the
valley known as Indrakot he built a town, which he called after him-
self, and which has become famous as Ajmer. This Prince is generally
known by the name of Ajaipal, which, Colonel Tod explains, was
derived from the fact that he was a goat-herd “whose piety in sup-
plying one of the saints of Pushkar with goats' milk procured him a
territory.” The name probably suggested the myth, and it is more
reasonable to suppose that the a.pEellatian was given to him when,
at the close of his life, he became a hermit, and ended his days af the
EDT%:E in the hills about ten miles from Ajmer, which is still venerated
as the temple of Ajaipal.

Tt has been shown, however, by more recent research that Aja or
Ajiya flourished about 1000 A.D., and thatthe foundation of Ajmer must
be aseribed to this period. The Chaubins came to Rajputina from
Ahichhatrapur on the Ganges about 750 A.D., and their first capital
was Sambhar. Their possessions included the tract now known as
Ajmer, but there was at that time no known city there. Ajiya's son
Ana (or Arno) constructed the fine Anasigar embankment, on which
the Emperor Shiah Jahan subsegently erected a magnificent
of marble pavilions. An inscription discovered at Chitor by Pan:ﬁt
Gauri Shankar of Udaipur shows that Ani was alive in 1150 A.D.
Vigraharija III, otherwise known as Visaldeo, a son of Ang, was the
most famous of the Chauhan dynasty of Ajmer. He conquered Delhi
from the Tuars, and constructed the Bisal-Sagar Tank in his ancestral
territory. 'The latest inscription under his reign is dated 1163.
Prithvi Raj, nephew of Visaldeo, was king of Delhi and Ajmer_at the
time of the invasion of Shahdb-ud-din Mubammad Ghori. In 1191
he defeated the latter in a great battle and forced him to fly. But
in 1103 Muhammad Ghori returned with a fresh army recruited in
Afghanistin and Central Asia. The Rajput chiefs were weakened by
fouds, and Prithvi Raj was defeated, taken prisoner, and murdered in
cold blood. Muhammad Ghori shortly afterwards took Ajmer, mas-
sacred all the inhabitants who op him, and reserved the rest for
slavery. After this expedition he made over the country to a
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relation of Prithvi Raj under an engagement for a heavy tribute. In
the following year Mu{:amma.d Ghori prosecuted his conquests by the
destruction of the Rahtor kingdom of Kanauj, an event of consider-
able importance in the history of Ajmer, in that it led to the emi-
gration of the ter part of the Rahtor clan from Kanauj to Marwar,
The new Raja of Ajmer was soon reduced to perplexities by a
tender, and Kutab-ud-din Eibak, then Viceroy and afterwards the
rst of the slave dynasty at Delhi, marched to his relief.  Hari Raj the
pretender was defeateg, and Kutab-ud-din, having appointed a gov-
ernor of his own faith to control the Rija, proceeded with his expedi-
tion to GujarAt. A year or two afterwards, however, the Rija, uniting
with the flihtora and Mers, attempted independence. Kutab-ud-din,
marched from Delhi in the height of the hot season and shut u? the
Rija in the fort. Here finding no means of escape, he ascended the
funeral pyre as is related in the Tujul Moasir. Kutab-ud-din then
mmhef against the confederated Rahtors and Mers, but was defeated
and wounded, and obliged to retreat to Ajmer, where he was besieged
by the confederate army. A strong reinforcement from Ghazni, however,
caused the enemy to raise the siege, and Kutab-ud-din annexed the
country to the kingdom of Delhi, and made over the charge of the fort
of Taragarh to an officer of his own, Sayyid Husain, whose subsequent
ic fate has caused him to be enm!lec{v:)u the list of martyrs, and whose
shrine is still the most conspienous object on the hill he was unable
to defend. On the death of Kutab-ud-din in A.D. 1210, the Rihtors
joined the Chauhéins and made a night attack upon the fort. The
garrison was taken unprepared, and massacred toa man. Their tombs,
as well as those of Sayyid Husain and his celebrated horse, may still
be seen on Ta h in the enclosure, which bears the name of Ganj
Shahidan or treasury of

Shams-ud-din Altamsh, the successor of Kutab-ud-din, restored
the authority of the Kings of Delhi, and it was maintained till the
disastrous invasion of Taimur. Riina Kumbho of Mewar profited by
the relaxation of all authority, which ensued upon the sack of Delhi
and the extinction of the house of Tughlak, to take possession of
Ajmer, but on his assassination the territory fell into the hands of the

gs of Malws, with whom the Rina had been perpetually at vari-
ance, and for 15 years had waged war.

The Kings of Malwi obtained possession in A.D. 1469, and held
j;jmer till the death of Mahmud IT in A.D. 1531, when the kingdom
of Malwa was annexed to that of Gujarit.

On the death of Mahmnd II, Mal Deo Rahtor, who had recently
succeeded to the throne of Marwar, tovk possession of Ajmer among
other conquests. He improved the fortress of Taragarh, and com-
menced the construction of a lift to raise water to the fort from the
“ Nur Chashma * ?rin_g at the foot of the hill. The work still stands,
as solid as on the day it was built, but the scheme was never complet-
ed. The Rahtors held A}imﬂ for 24 years, but the country was one of
the earlier acquisitions of Akbar, and from 1561 A.D. to 1730, a period
of 170 years, Ajmer was an integral part of the Mughal Empire.
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Akbar included Ajmer in a sabah or province, which gave its
name to the whole of R&jputina. The great importance of the fort
and district of Ajmer as a point d’ appui in the midst of Rijput-
ina was early recognized by the Muhammadan rulers. Tt commanded
the routes from northern India to Gujarat on the one side, and to
Malwa on the other. Ajmer itself was a centre of trade, with a well-
nigh impregnable fort to protect it. The situation was atruni. cen-
tral, and picturesque, and was well watered as compared with the ard
tracts around. @ M:ghal sovereigns, like their predecessors, were
not slow to grasp the advantages of the place, and Ajmer became an
appanage of the royal residence.

Akbar had made a vow that, if a son were born to him and lived,
he would go on foot from Agra to Ajmer, and offer thanks at the tomb
of the saint Muin-ud-din Chishti, a holy man who came from Gor to
India in 1143 A.D, and whose tomb, known as the Dargih Khwija
Sihib, has been a place of Muhammadan pilgrimage for several cen-
turies. Salim, afterwards Jahingir, was born in A.D. 1570. Ten
years later Akbar built a fartiﬁefu;ulum, the Dar-ul-Khair, just out-
side the city. Jahangir and Shih Jahin both spent a considerable
portion of their time at Ajmer, and it was here that the former re-
ceived Sir Thomas Roe, the Ambassador from King James I, who
reached Ajmer on the 28rd December 1615. He had his first audi-
ence with Jahngir on the 10th January 1616, and was received by
the Mughal Emperor with “courtly condescension.” Near Chitor,
on his way to Ajmer from Surat, Roe met the eccentric Thomas
Coryat, whose mania for travelling brought him on foot from Jerus-
alem to Ajmer. The * World's foot post,” as he describes himsaelf,
wrote a pamphlet, “ From the Court of the great Moghul, Resident
at the Town of Asmerein Eastern India,” which is a quaint and
early specimen of travellers' tales. Roe himself remainec[:’ at Ajmer
until November 1616, and afterwards accompanied Jahingir in his
March to Ujjain.  Although it appears doubtful whether he managed
to obtain auy substantial advantage for the East India Company as a
result of his mission, his Journal has left us a vivid picture of the
life both in Ajmer and in camp. It was at Deora, near Ajmer, that
in A.D, 1659 Aurangzeb crushed the army of the unfortunate Dard
and forced his brother into the flight which was destined to terminate
only by his iniprisonment and death. The celebrated traveller Bernier
met and accompanied Dars for three days during the flight, and has

iven a graphic description of the miseries and privations of the march.
Euring the war with Mew&r and Marwar, which was brought about
by the bigotry of Aurangzeb, Ajmer was the head-quarters of that

mperor, who nearly lost his throne here in 1679 by the combination
of Prince Akbar witi’n the enemy.

On the death of the Sayyids in 1720 A.D., Ajit Singh, son of Jaswant
Singh of Marwir, found his hﬂ] rtunity in the weakness consequent
on the decline of the Mug g;

Imperial governor. He coined money in his own name and set up every
emblem of sovereignty. Muhammad Shih collected a large army and

npire to seize on Ajmer, and kill the .

Mughal
Emperors,

Rabtors of
Mirwir.
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invested T& h. The fort held out for four months, when Ajit
Singh to surrender his conquest. Ten years later Abhay
Singh, the accomplice in the assassination of his own father, Ajit
Singh, was appointed by Muhammad Shah Viceroy of Ajmer and
Ahmadsbid, and Ajmer became practically a portion of Marwir.
The parricide t Singh obtained Nagaur and Jalor from his
brother, Abhay Singh. Abhay Singh was succeeded by Ram Singh,
who attempted to wrest Jalor from hisuncle. This led to the battle
of Merta, where Ram Singh was defeated and forced to fly. He
determined to call in the aid of the Marithas, and at Ujjain found
the camp of Jai Appa Sindhia, who readily took the opportunity of
interference. Meanwhile Bakht Singh had been poisoned, and his'son,
Bijai Singh, opposed the Marithas. He was defeated and fled to
Nagaur, wﬁich withstood a year's siege, though meanwhileall the country
submitted to Ram Singb. At the end of a year Jai Appa was murder-
ed by two soldiers of lgijai Singh, who sacrificed themselves in their
master’s interest. With Jai Appa removed, the siege languished, and
eventually a compromise was agreed upon. Bijai Singh surrendered to
the Marithas in full sovereignty the fort and district of Ajmer as
mundkati or blood-money for L{.e death of their leader, The Mara-
thiis on their side abandoned the cause of Ram Singh. A fixed trien-
nial tribute was to be paid to the Marithés by Bijai Singh. Ram
Singh obtained the Marwar and Jaipur share of the Sémbhar Lake, and
resided there until his death. These events occurred in A.D, 1756.
For 31 years the Marathas held undisturbed possession of Ajmer,
till in 1787, on the invasion of Jaipur by Madhoji Sindhia, the Jaipur
Rija called in the Rahtors for aid against the common foe. The
ca.f]l was promptly answered, and at the battle of Tonga the Mari.
this suffered a signal defeat. The Rihtors re-took Ajmer, drove
out Mirza Beg, the Maritha governor, and annulled their tributary
ents, The success was, however, transient, for in three years
time the Marithis, led hﬂ De Boigne, defeated the Rihtors utterly
at Patan. General De Boigne then marched on Ajmer. On the
21st August 1791, he arrived under the walls: the next day the
town was taken and the fort invested. The citadel, however, had
been provisioned for a year and was defended by a numerous garrison,
After 17 days' operations De Boigne, converting the siege into a
blockade, marched with the greater part of his troops against the
Rijputs, who had assembled on the plains of Merta. On the 10th
September the Rajput army was ised before daybreak and
nearly annihilated, and by three o'clock on the same day the town
of Merta was taken by assault. The Rahtors now submitted and
agreed to pay tribute. Ajmer reverted to the Marithis and was
held by them till its cession to the British Gevernment,
3 Eﬁﬁhi Dhanraj was Governor of Ajmer during the three years
1t was held by the Rihtors. The best known of the Maritha stibaf-
dars was Govind Rao, who a to have been a strong and good
governor. By the treaty of 25th June 1818, Daulat Rao Singhin.
after the Pindari war, ceded the district of Ajmer, valued in the
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treaty at Rs 505484, to the British Government; and on the 28th
July 1818, Mr. Wilder, the first Snperintendent of Ajmer, received
eharge of the district trom Bépu Sindhia, the last Marithg sabahddr,
The history of Ajmer from 1818 is the hislm?" of its adminis-
tration. The long roll of battles and sieges is closed, The distriet, worn
out by the incessant warfare of half a century, at length enjoys rest,

and the massive battlements of Taragnrh begin to crumble in a secnre,

Page 13—In line 18 from the top for “Infantry " read *Cavalry,

which remained faithful throughout.”

m o ammaa edrem amemtes o ss e s mPUALUAI A LIGODULLES LHEEN
to win the confidence of the people were successtul, and the mutiny
of 1857 passed over the province like a cloud. On the 28t May
two regiments of Bengal Infantry and a battery of Bengal Aurtillery
mutinied at NasirBbad. The European residents, however, were
sufficiently protected by a regiment of Bowbay Infantiy, white a
detachment of the Merwira Battalion made a forced mareh to Ajmer
and protected the Treasury and Magazine. There was no interruption
of civil government. The mutinous regiments marened direct to
Delhi, and the agricultural classes did wot siure in the revoit.

Since then fumines alone have troubled the distrier. The more
noteworthy are described in thew proper place. The opening of the
Rijputina-Malwa Railway in 1879 ushered m a period of waterial
prosperity. The population of Ajmer city vas nearly double, and
the place will probauvly continue to grow in size and importanee. Tie
district, although severely affccied by recent famines will, given a
series of good years, quickly recupeiate. Thes: natural calamities
alone disturb its peaceful progress:

(b) Merwara.

The history of Merwira befire the vecupution of Ajmer by the
Briush authorities in 1818, is practically a blank. Hardly anything
was known of the country, execps that it was a difficult, hilly tract,
inhabited by an independent and plundering race, who cared not
for agriculture, and who supplied tneir want- at the expense of the
surrounding territories.  Sawai Jai Singh of Jaipur had penetrated
no further than Jhik iu an endeavour to subdue the country, and
Amir Khan had failed in an attempt to chasise the plunderers of
Jhik and Chang. Mr. Wilder, the first Superintendent of Ajmer,
entered into agreements with the villages of Jhik, Shdmgarh, Lalwa,
Kana Khera and Kheta Khera, the nucleas of what is now Khalsa
Merwira, binding them to abstain from plunder. The pledge, how-
ever, was little respected, or could not really be enforced by the
headmen, and iv March 1818, a firce was detached from Nasiribad
for the attack of these places No opposition was encountered, the
villages were tuken one afier the other, and ail levell d o the ground.
The 1whabitants escaped into the adjacent hills.  Stiong police pusts
were stationed at Jhik, Shimgarh, sud Lulwa,

Mutiny of
18457.
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In November 1820 a general insurrection broke out, The police
posts were cut off and the men composing them were killed. The
thorough subjugation of the country was then determined on. A
force stronger than the former retonk Jhik, Lialwa, and Shimgarh,
and after some correspondence irith the governments of Udaipur and
Jodhpur, and after co-operation promised on their part, the {I-.Enrcu ad-
vanced into Mewir and Marwar-Merwara to punish the refugees of Jhak
Lalwa, and ShAmgarh, and the men who had given them an asylum.

Borwa wus the first village of which possession was taken, and
the attack was then directed against Hathun, where a repulse was sus-
tained with a loss of three killed and twenty-three wounded. In the
night, however, the garrison evacuated the fort. The troops then
marched on Barir and took it after slight resistance. The capture
of Mandlén and Barsawira followed, and a strong detachment was
then sent agaiust Kot-Kirina and Bagri in  Marwir-Merwiira,
These were taken and made over to Jodhpur, and the reverses of
the Mers reached their culminating point in the capture of Ramgarh,
whither most of their chief men had retreated. These were nearly
all killed or wounded or taken prisoners, and the remaining strong-
holds submitted in rapid sucoession. A detachment of cavalry and
infantry was left at Jhik, and the main body withdrew at the  close
of January 1821, the campaign having lasted three months, Captain
Tod, n the name of the Rana, undertook the administration of the
portion belonging to Mewar, He appointed a governor, built the
fort of Tudgmt in the centre of the tract, raised a corps of 600 match-
lock men for this special service, and began to collect revenue, A
different policy was pursued by the court of Jodhpur, The rillages
which had been decidea to belong to Marwir were made over to the
adjoining Thikurs: there was no controlling authority and no unity
of administration. Ajmer brought all its share under direct manage.
ment, but at first the Thakurs of Masida and Kharwa were held
responsible for the establishment of order, under the superintendence
of Mr. Wilder. It soon appeared that this triple government was
no government ; the criminals of one portion found security in
another ; the country became infested with murderons gangs, and
the state of Merwiira was even worse than before the conquest. In
these circumstauces it was determined that the three portions should
be brought under the mapagement of one officer, vested with full
n.uthorit_r_r,* in civil and eriminal matters, and that a battalion of 8
companies of 70 men each should be enrolled from among the Mers,

he negotiations with Udaipur resulted in the treaty of May 1523,
by which the maunagement of Mewar-Merwira, consisting of 76
villsges, was made over to the British Government for a period of
10 years, the Rapa agreniu% to ]{ny Rs. 15,000 a year to cover eivil
and military expenses. In March, 1824, a similar engagement was,
after some difficulty, concluded by Mr. Wilder with the Jodhpur
Durbar. It was arranged that the sum of Rs. 15,000 should be paid
annually on account of civil and military expenses, the Maharina
snd Mabardja receiving in each case the revenue of their respective
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portions. In March 1833, the arrangement with Mewir was con-
tinued for a further period of eight years, the Rana agreeing to pay
Rs 20,000 Chitori or Bs. 16,000 li.galddr on account of expenses. On
the 23rd October 1835, the arrangement with Marwir was extended
for a further period of nine years. The transfer of Jodhpur territory
was only partial, and many villages were left in the hands of the border
ing Thikurs, though nominally under the police superintend: nce of
the British authorities. Twenty villages were made over by the first
treaty, and by the second treaty some were added, but these latter
were returned to Marwir in 1842, About this yeur the agreements
of 1833 and 1835 expired, and it became necessary to make further
arrangements for their continuance. The Udaipur Durbar expressed
its willingness to allow its villages to remain under British manage-
ment o long as it mighe suit the convenience of the British Govern-
ment, and the Jodhpur Durbir expressed its readiness to do the
same. But no agreements were executed, and although an effort
was made to procure the perpetual cession of their shares from the
respective Durbiirs, it was unsuccessful. On this unsatisfactory
footing the British administration of Merwira remvined for many
years. With Udaipur the question was finally settled in 1883 hy
the following arrangement :—

The British Government was to accept the revenues of Mewir-
Merwara in full discharge of the Udaipur State’s contributions towards
the cost of administration of the tract, the expenses of the Mewsr
Bhil Corps and of the Merwira Battalion, and no demand was to be
made :jon the Durbar for arrears of payment. The Mah-1&na was
specifically assured that his rights of sovereignty over Mewar-Mer-
whra would be in no wise prejudiced by this arrangement ; and thas,
should the yearly receipts for the district at any time exceed
Rs. 66,000, which sum represents the contribution payable by the
Durbar for the administration of Mewdr-Merwira and the expenses
of the two local corps, the surplus money should be paid in full to
the Durbar. The Resident at Mewir was to annually report to
the Durbar the aggregate revenue received from the distriet, This
arrangement is still in force,

In the case of Marwir-Merwira it was many years also before a
satisfactory solutioncould be effected. Evenfually in 1885 it was
agreed that Jodhpur should retain ii1s sovereign rights in its Marwar-
Merwira villages and receive Rs. 8000 a year from them, and that
in the event of a profit being derived from them by Governmen,
the Durbar should receive 40 per cent. of it. On these conditions
the Government of India have full and permanent administrative
control over the villages. :

Colonel Hall was the first officer a pointed to the charge of the
newly acquired district, and he mled lﬁ-rwlm from 1823 to 1836.
He wﬂettered by no instructions, snd was left to provide for the
udministration of the country, His system was simple and paternal, but
well suited to the needs of the people. Civil and criminal Jjustice
were administered by panchayat or arbitration of the assembled
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elders of the willage, If two-thirds of the panchayat agreed, the
question was settle ) / 4

The jail was made salf-aﬂplpnrtm ; each prisoner was supplied
with a seer of barley-meal daily and with nothing else, but if the
prisover wished he might furnish his own flour. On his release he
was obliged to pay for his food and for his share of the jail establish-
ment as well as for any clothing that might have been given him,
and this system of recovering the jail expenses from the prisoners
and their relations lasted till Colonel Dixon's death, when, on the
representation of Captain Brooke, it was abolished in 1858, The
revenue was collected by an estimate of the erop<, one-third of the

roduce being the Government's share, except in some special cases,

e estimate was made by a writer on the part of Government,
assisted by the patels, the patwdris, and the respectable landowners.
In calculating the money payment to be made, the prices current
in the country for 10 or 12 miles round were taken and an average
struck. Cultivators who broke up new land or made wells received
leases anthorizing them to hold at jth and ith of the produce. The
headmen of the villages paid }th.

This system of administration posses=es historical value as being
that under which the country throve until 1851, the year of Colonel
Dixon's regular settlement.  According to competent observers it
was consistently successful, and to it much of the rapid progress
made by the country was due.  Another important factor in the
civilization of the people was the Merwira Battalion which was
raised in 1822, By service in its ranks the wild mountaineers
became brave and disciplined soldiers, and when they returned home
they carried the leaven of law-abiding order into the villages.

Colonel Hall was followed by Colonei Dixon, who ruled Merwara
until 1842, and thereafter the combined districts of Ajmer and
Merwgra until hi= death in 1857, He is still, and deservedly, remem-
bered by the Merwira ple as their greatest benefactor. His
administration was remarkable for the large number of tanks which
were built in Merwim for irrigation purposes, and they were all
entirely due to his personal energy and enthusiasm. eir good
effect can hardly be over-estima Agriculture became ible
and profitable, and the area under cultivation increased rapidly. In
order to make the people obtain the benefits of their industry and
to attract traders to Merwira, Colonel Dixon founded the walled town
of Nayinagar, or BeSwar, in 1835. Mahajans flocked to it: the enter-
prise was at once successful; and the place is now the commercial
and administrative capital of the district. The founder is probably
the latest Englishman who has built a “feneed city.” Before he
died he had the satisfaction of seeing around him a people whose
wants had been supplied, whose grievances had been redressed, and
who were described as being “ most prosperons and highly favoured.”

Nothing can speak more ]illininijr to the great social change which
has been wrought in the inhabitants of Merwira than the deserted
and rnined state of their ancient villages, These were formerly
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invariably perched upon hills in inaccessible places for the sake of
gafety from the autack of their fellow-men and of wild beasts, The
adoption of habits of industry and agriculture has rendered the
rotention of such dwellings alike unnecessary and inconvenient. The
old villages are nearly deserted and are fast falling into decay. New
hamlets have sprung up everywhere in the villages, and the tendency
to settle near the cultivated land is still on the increase.

(¢) Archeology.

Ajmer is rich in ohjects of archmological interest. The most
important is the mosque known as the Arrhai-din-ki-Jhonpra or
“Two and a-half days' shed.” This, originally a Brahmanical
temple or college, was converted into a mosque by order of Muhammad
Ghori, the legend being that as he passed the temple, he
ordered that it should be ready for him to pray in on his return in
two and a-hslf days. The pillars and the roof of the temple were
permitted to remain, but the rest of the Hindu portion of the building
was demolished and much of the carving on the remaining pillars
defaced. A screen or facade of very remarkable beauty was
erected, and forms the front of the present mosque, which was sur-
rounded further by lofty cloisters with a tower at each corner of the
quadrangle. The cloisters have largely fallen in, and the surviving
‘ortions of the towers are very imperfect. The facade of the mosque,

owever, and the mosque itself are in ‘;;nud preservation, having been
extensively repaired in Lord Mayo's Viceroyalty, while considerable
further restorations were carried out in 1900-1902. The mosque
is a fow years only later in date than the Kutab mosque, near
Delhi, and is one of the best specimens of the mosques of its kind.

The embankment of the And Sigar Lake supports the beantifal
marble pavilions erccted as garden or pleasure-houses by Shith Jahdn.
Of the five original pavilions, four remain in good preservation : the
remains of the fifth have been preserved but are very slender. The
embankment, moreover, contains the site of the former hammam,
the floor of which still remains. Of the five marble vilions two
were at one time built into residencies for British nﬁicin.}: while two
others were converted into an office and a library. The houses and
enclosures were finally swept away in 1900-1902, when the two
south pavilions were re-erected, the marble parapet completely
!‘t:-]:n@l!.inz-g:l and the embankment restored as far as was practicable
to its early conditions.

The shrine of the * Dargih Khwija Sahib,” where is the tomb of
the Muhammadan saint Muin-ud-din Chishti, is another remarkable
building, and is an object of pilgrimage to Muhammadans from all
Ea.rta of the world. The shrine contains a mosque of Akbar, .another

y Shah Jahin, and numerous more modern sacred buildings, The

teway, though disfigured by modern eolouring, is picturesque and
old. The shrine contains the large drums and brass candlesticks
taken by Akbarat the sack of Chitor, and given by him to the shrine.
The saint’s tomb is richly adorned with gold and silver, but only

Arrhai-din-
ki-Jhonprs
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Muhammadans are permitted to enter its precinets. The Darggh
wius commeneced in the reign of Shams-ud-din Altamash (eirca
1211—1236 A.D.) and finished in that of Sultin Humiyin The
shrine is venerated and visited by Hindus as well as Muhammadars,

The Ajmer Fort was built by the Emperor Akbar. It is a massive

nare building, with lofty octagonal bastions at each corner. The
Fort was nsed as the residence of the Mughal Emperors during their
visits to Ajmer, and was the head-guarters of the administration,
both in their time and in that of the Marithds. The main entrance
faces the city and is lofty and imposing. It was here that the
Mughal Emperors appeared in state, and here that, as recorded by
Sir Thomas Roe, state criminals were publicly exeeuted. The
ground surrounding the Fort has been largely built over, and its
striking appearance is thus considerably impaired.  The interior
was used as o magazine during British occupation until 1857, and
the centre building, now uscd as tahsil offices, has been fo much
altered that its original shape and proportions are difticult to trace
and restore. With the Fort the outer city walls of the same
seriod are connected. These surround the city, and are pierced by
ive gates named the Delhi, Madar, Usri, Agra and Tirpolia gates,
These gates were at one time highly decorated, but the Delhi gate
alone rétains any traces of its earlier ornament.

In the older city, lying in the valley beneath the Taragarh hill
and now abandoned, the Nur-chashma, a gurden-house used by
the Mughals, still remains, as do the water lifts built by the
Rihtors and previously mentioned. The Taragarh Fort or citadel
which defended the earlier city is in fair preservation.

Poshkar, seven miles north of Ajmer, is a celebrated place of
pi! image, and the great sanctity of its lake, equalled, nncnnliug
tu%rulunei Tod, only by that of Manusarowar in Tibet, is due to
the belief that here Erahmi performed the yajne, and that the
Sarasvati here reappears in five streams.  The legends connected with
these two beliefs may be found in the * Pushkar Mahatma ™ of the
“Padma Purina” Brahma was perplexed as to where he should
perform  the sacrifice according to the Vedas, as he held no temple
on earth like other deities. As he reflected, the lotus fall from Lis
hand, and he determined that-where it fell, there wounld he perform
his sacrifice. The lotus rebounding struck the earth in three places ;
water issued from all three, and Brahma descending called the name
of the place “Pushkar,” after the lotus. Brahm& then collected all the
gods, and on the 11th day of the bright half of Kartik all was
ready. Each god and rishi had his own special duty assigned to
him, and Brahma stood ready with a jar of amrit on his head
The sacrifice, however, could not begin until Savitri appeared, and
she refused to come without Lakshmi, Parvati, and Indréni, whom
Pavan had been sent to summon. On hearing of her refusal
Brahm#& became enraged and said to Indra, “ Search me out a girl
that I may marry her and commence the sacrifice, for the jar of
amrit weighs heavy on my head” Indra accordingly went, but
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found none except a Gajar's daughter, whom he purified by passin
throngh the body of a cow, and then bringing Eﬂl’ to Brahma tolc
what he had done. Vishnu observed: * Brihmans and cows are in
reality identical; yon have taken her from the womb of a cow, and
this may be emsidered a second birth.” Shiva added that as she had
passed through a eow she might be called Gayatri.  The Brihmans

reed that the sacrifice might now proceed, and Brahmi having
married Gayatri and having enjoined silence upon her, placed on her
head the jar of emrit, and the yajne commenced.

The sacrifice, however, was soon interrupted by a naked man, who
appeared crying, “ Atmat, atmat,” and who, nt the instigation of
Shiva, threw a skull into the saerificial ground. When it was at-
tempted to remove the skull, two appeared in its place, and the whole
ground gradually became covered with skals, till Shiva, at Brahma's
reques, finally agreed to remove them on condition that he should
have a temple at Pushkar, there to be worshipped under the name
Atmateswar. Meanwhile a number of BrEhmuns, all ugly men, arrived
from the Dakhin.  As they bathed in the lake they beecame handsome,
ani the ghdt at which they bathed, called Sarup ghat, is the resort of
@%gmﬂm_uph_:lw. On the morning of the 12th
day The Brihmans came to Brahma and asked where they were to
bathe. In reply he directed them to bathe in the Prechi Sarasvai, the
stresm which passes by the village of Hokriin, and iv is explained how
the Sarasvati, after disappearing under ground to escape the heat of
the fire which she is carrying to the sea, re-appears io five channels in
the sacred soil of Pushkar : how two of these meet at Nand, 5 miles
from Pushkar; and how from the junetion the river, thereafter
called the Luni, proceeds to the sea, The sacrifice was disturbed
this day by Bhattu Brihman, who let lose a snake among the Brih-
mans. The reptile coiled itself round Bhrigu Rishi, whose son im-

recat:d a curse against Bhattn that he might become a snake.

hattu, going to his grandfather Brahmi, was consoled by the promise

that he should be the founder of the 9th order of snakes, and was

directed to go to the Nagpahir, where he should receive worship on
¥

the 5th day of the dark Lalf of Sdwan, at the place ealled the Naz-
kund.

The sacrifice proceeded till the 15th, each day having its appointed
duties; for this day the Brihmans were directed to make a cirenit of
the lakes and to bathe in “ Gayikup,” the tank now known by the
name of “Sudi Bai."  Shortly after their return Savitri appeared,

atly incensed ut the disregard which had been shown to her.

hoid sought to pacify her, but to no purpose, and she went away
in a rage to the hill north of the lake, where is her temple.

After the yajna was performed by Brahma, Pushkar became so
haly that the greatest sinners by merely bathing in it went o heaven.
Heaven became inconveniently erowded, and the gods complained
that no man any longer regarded them or his duty, so easy was it to
get to heaven. Brahmi agreed accordingly that the tirth should
only be on earth from the 11th day of Karfik to the full moon, and for
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the remainder of the year he promised to remove the firth to the
air. Such is the legend given in the Pushkar Mahatma.

The legends concerning Pushkar after the yajna of Brahmi are
rather confusing. The virtue of the lake is said to have been forgot-
ten till it was re-discovered by Raji Nahar Rao Parikar of Mandor,
who followed a white boar to the margin of the lake, and then, dis-
mounting to quench his thirst, found on touching the water that he
was tmre%l of a skin disease, He is accordingly said to have had the
lake excavated and to have built ghats. Pushkar after this appears
to have come into the possession of Chechi Gjars, for there is a legend
that some 700 years ago, a large body of Sanyasis came to bathe in
Pushkar; they disapproved of the Gﬂjhnrs being in possession of the

hats, killed them all on the night of the Dewili, and turning out the
%Inphatn Jogis, who had become priests of the temples, themselves
left a representative at each temple.

There are five principal temples at Pushkar, those dedicated to
Brahma, Savitri, Badri Nériyana, Varaha, and Shiva Atmateswarm.
They are all of comparatively modern construction, for the old temples
suffered much at the hands of the Mughals, and Aurangzeb here, as
elsewhere in India, enjuﬁvs the reputation of having destroyed many
temples. A masjid which is still kept up was built by him on the
site of a temple to Keshav Rai. The temple of Brahma was built by
Gokul-Parak, an Oswal Mahijan of Gwalior, and is said to be the only
temple dedicated to Brahma in India. The attendants at the temple
are Puri Gosiins. The temple of Savitri is built on the north of the
lake, and was constructed by the “ purchit” of Ajit Singh of Marwir,
The temple to Badri Niriyana was rebuilt by the Thikur of Kharwa
some 100 years ago. That of Vargha, or the boar, was demolished by
Jahingir, and the present temple was built by Bakht Singh of Jodh-

ur. Goma Rao, sabalidar of the Marithis rebuilt the temple of
hiva Atmateswara.

The town is picturesquely situated on the lake, with hills on three
sides; on the fourth side the sands, drifted from the plains of Marwar,
have formed a complete bar to the waters of the lake, which has no
outlet, though filtration through the sand hills is considerable. Bath-
ing ghats have been constructed nearly all round the lake, and most of
the princely and wealthy families of Rijputana have houses round the

in.

fair at Pushkar takes place in October or November, and like
other religious fairs is nsed as an opportunity for trade. It is attended
by about 100,000 pilgrims, who bathe in the sacred lake.

Outside Ajmer and Pushkar there are few objects of archaologi-
cal interest. In the south-west of the Ajmer district there are seve-
ral remains of Hindu temples, the age of which is not known. Itis
m’:}hlu that they date from the time of the Hindu kings of Toda

isen, the rnins of which lie some 30 miles across the border in Jai-
pur taz-rritm%’. Baghéra and Sakriini coutain the better known of these
remains, The fort at Bhinai is a good specimen of the forts built by
the smaller Rajput Chiefs.
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The census of 1901 was the sixth of a series, which began in 1865,
It was practically speaking a famine census. Nothing can show more
clearly the vicissitudes of season to which this tract of Rajputdna is
exposed, and their influence on the people, than the Extmord%naq' fue-
tuations of the population during the last forty years, as noted in the
margin. The year 1872 followed the severe famine of 1868-6Y, and
the effects are seen in the reduction of population by over a lakh. The
census of 1891 was taken after 20 years of unusual prosperity, in which
the opening of the railway and establishment of Ajmer as a large
railway centre took place. The reduction in the population of 1901
is the outcome of the natural calamities of the decade, which included
two famines, that of 1891-92 and that of 1392-00,

The square mile density for the province, including urban areas, is
17593, as compared with 20008 in 1891 and 16996 in 1881.

As regards density of the rural population, Ajmer and Merwira
have now changed places; Merwira has the larger figure (1369 to the
square mile); the Ajmer figure is 130. Both are considerably less than
those of 1891 (1540 Merwira, 1598 Ajmer). The result 1s probably
due to the better physique of the Mer population of Merwara, where
a larger birth rate has consistently obtained since 1872, During the
actual famines the Mers came and remained upon relief works more
readily than the inhabitants of Ajmer, and the latter suffered more
severely from the epidemics that followed.

The total population in the last census was 4,76,912—2,51,026
males and 2,25 886 fomales—distributed over four towns and 740 vil-
lages and living in 1,07,401 occupied ‘houses. The number of persons

r house was 444, OfF the total population Ajmer claims 3,67 453,
of whom the residents in urban areas number 1,083,386 and in rural
areas 2,64,067. In Merwiara the urban and rural populations are 21,928
and 87,531 respectively.

The villages of Ajmer are larger and more compact than those of
Merwara, where 52-2 per cent of the population live in hamlets of less
than 500 inhabitants. In Ajmer the average village population is 621,
and 46'8 of the rural inhabitantslive in villages containing from 500 to
9000 persons. In Merwira the average village population is ouly 278,
The difference in the physical features of the two districts is primaril
responsible for this. The open plains of Ajmer encourage the growt
of large central villages. In Merwira the small patches of culturable
land are scattered among the valleys, and are separated from each
other by rocky and difficalt hill country. Each man likes to live
where he can keep a watch upon his crops, so every valley has its

1665—4,26,268,
1872 —38, 16,500,
1877--8,96,331.
1881 4,60, 722,
1581—5,42 354,
1801—4,76,012.
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Towna and
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little hamlet, while the fortified and inaccessible eentral village, the
product of an age of war and plunder, is falling into ruins.

On the whole the population of Ajmer-Merwira has decreased by
05,446 since the census of 1881, but with the exceptien of Kekri, the
decrease has taken place entirely in rural areas,

Of the towns, Ajmer, with a population of 73,839, shows an inerease
of 4,996, which may be attributed to the rise in the number of work-
men in the Railway carriage and locomotive shops and the influx of

ple from Native States during the famine. Bewar and Nasirg-
m, with returns of 21,728 and 22 404 respectively, are almost station-

. Kekri alone with 7,053 shows a decrease of 47. There are no
mer places treated as towns within the division. It is doubtful
whether the decréase in the rural population during the last decade
ean be attributed to any general movement on the part of the inha-
bitants. The increase in” Ajmer city may be due to some extent to
an influx of unskilled labonrers, who eould no longer get employment

~ upon the land. But such movement would only be temporary, and no

eneral tendency to desert rural areas could be deduced from it. The
ﬁecreasc in the rural population is rather to be acconnted for by
itive causes affecting those who remained in their villages, viz,, alow
irth rte and a high death rate. Abnormally high prices ruled during
the last half of the decade, during the last three Years of which the
whole or part of the district was affected by famine, and they checked
the natural growth of the population: while the famines were fol-
lowed by epidemic diseases, among which that of malarial fever at the
close of 1900 was by far the maost conspicuous. In that year the re-
corded fever deaths alone numbered 44,236, and the recorded death
rate reached the unprecedented figure of 11997 per 1,000,

Considerable immigration is believed to have taken place from
Native States during the famines, but reliable statistics are not avail-
able. In Merwara the practice of emigration is common among the
Mers, but the prompt provision made for them in recent famines has
reduced the tendency, }[)}uring the year 1899, 7,938 persons left Merwara
with 37,978 head of cattle, Most of the emigrants returned, but the
number of eattle brought back was only 13,868. There is always a
large stream of emigration through Merwara from the neighbouring
Native Stutes whenever there is a searcity of grain or fodder in Mewar
or Marwir ; the stream always follows the same well-defined routes,
and the local officials are well acenstomed to dealing with it,

The record of the population by age periods exhibits clearly the
effects of the recent severe famines. The infant population of less than o
year in age in 1891 was 19,976. In 1901 it was 6,117. That between
one and two years of age fell from 9,355 to 3,116. Children between
the ages of b and 10 years numbered 52,549 in 1901, whereas in 1891

* their number was 76,192, It was the infant population that the

famine most heavily affected.

The mean age of malesin 1001 was 25:53, and had risen since 1881,
The niean age of females was 2627, and had also risen, The figures
aguin indicate the heavy mortality among children in the famine.
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In the municipalities of Ajmer, Beawar and Kekri the municipal
authorities, and in Nasiribiad the cantonment authorities, make the
necessary arrangements for collecting and reporting vital statistics,
under rules sanctioned by the Local Government. In rural areas the

lice are the reporting agency. Village watchmen make reports of
irths and deaths to the police stations, while revenue officials (pat-
waris) and managers (kamdars} of istimedri estates also submit
weekly reports to the same quarter. These reports check each other.
The weekly figures are sent to the Civil Surgeon, Ajmer, who sub-
mits the monthly statement, through the Commissioner, Ajmer-Mer-
wiira, to the Chief Medical Officer for Rajputana. No doubt the sys-
tem by which vital statistics are obtained in rural areas is far from
rfect, but an efficient reporting ageney is very hard to find. 1t has,
Eﬁm‘emr, received much attention recently and is believed to be im-
ved. The ratio of births per 1,000, which was 27 76 in 1851, fell
in 1891 to 21-32, while in 1901 the effects of famine reduced if to
16-10 per 1,000. The death rate possesses the same features and
stands at 3313 per 1,000 in 1901, against 20:23 in 1801 and 2333 in
1881. In 1902 the birth and death rates per 1,000 were 36:08 and
32:86 respectively.

The majority of deaths are due to fever and howel complaints.
The death rate from fever in 1201 was 2745 per 1,000. The fever that
supervened upon the famine was widespread and of a very latal cha-
racter, causing a mortality which exceeded that of the period when
the famine prevailed. Small-pox isa not uncommon epidemic, but
the continued decrease of blindness in recsnt census returns is satis-
factory, and points to the steady progress made year by year in vae-
cination. Cholera often occurs at the commencement of the rainy
season.  The last serious outbreak was in 1900. Dysentery and
diarrhaea are very prevalent during the rains, as also is rheus atism,
Cases of ophthalmia sre frequently met with. Diseases of the skin are
\":::'r_".' SOOI § [hﬁ}" ASST e "r':ll.l'i{]llii '-}'l}"!i JIIHI (‘I'Iﬂn“.";l‘_‘rf", ﬁ'ﬂlﬂ i com-
mon herpetic eruption to the most inveterate form of lepra.  Pleurisy
and pnemonia carry off many people in the cold weather.  Boils and
abscesses are very prevalent during the rains, and scurvy is common at
this season. Guinea-worm is al ways more or less prevalent, and in
some years hundreds of people are attacked by the malady. Unless
the worm is extracted at an carly stage, considerable irritation and
inflammation supervene, and it may be weeks or months before the
patient recovers. So far Ajmer-Merwira has been fortunate in conti-
nuing practically free from lague, in slmi te of the fact that it has been
raging in the Punjab, in Bombay and in the Central Provinees, A
few imported cases have been detected, but prompt isolation has pre-
vented any spread of the disease. Measures have been decided upon
and will be put in foree in the event of any outbreak, whether in rural
or urban areas, At present the inspection of all passengers arriving
by train in Ajmer is the only prophylactic measure in operation.

There are 251,026 males and 2,25,886 females in the division
aecording to the 1901 census.  The proportion of females to males is

Sex and Cinl
tion,
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higher among the Hindus than among Muhammadans, and taking all
religions the proportion is higher in Ajmer than in Merwiira. Among
selected castes the proportion of females to males has been found to
be lowest in the castes of high social status.

The unmarried population is 1,76,338 and the married 232,920,
while widowers and widows number 20,614 and 47,040 respectively,
There has been a decline in the number of married persons and in-
crease in the number of widowed sinee 1891, due to the calamities
of the decade. The seasons of marriage among the Hindus are deter-
mined by astrological considerations. Asa rule marringes are avoid-
ed during the rainy season, as it is believed that the gods are
asleep in those months. But among Rijputs the festivals of Janam-
Ashtami, Basant Panchmi, Radha Ashfami and Akhey T4 are deemed
propitious for marriage. Gijars and Jats also marry on certain spe-
cified festivals. Among the Jats marriage is not allowed within the
same gdf, and ganemiﬁr takes place later in life than in Upper
India. A cocoanut and a rupee, emblems of fertility and wealth,
are sent Lo the bouse of the bride. There the brotherhood is collect-
ed, and the contract is concluded by throwing the cocoanut and the
rupee into the lap of the bride, T}}m day is then fixed by the bride's
parents, and the bardt which consists generally of 25 to 30 men,
reaches the village in the evening, At the appointed time the bride-

proceeds to the bride's house in red clothes and with a sword
mn his hand. A frame of wood called a foran js fixed over the door,
and this the bridegroom strikes with his sword and enters the house,
All castes put up forans, which is a cross-barred frame resembling a
wicket, :mr{J the custom is probably a relic of the marriage by con-
quest.  When the bridegroom has entered the house, the Brihman
causes him and the bride to go round a fire lit in the centre of the
courtyard. This is the ceremony called phera and is the only one
used. On the second day there is a feast, and the bridal party then
disperses.  The bridegroom’s fiuther spends about Rs. 200, the bride's
mfﬁfr nearly as much, and the subsequent gouna, when the bride's
father gives turbans to his son-in-law and relatives, eosts him abont
Rs. 150 more,

Among the Jats—as among the Gajars, Malis and all the tribes of
Merwira—widow marringe is the rule and is called nita, A man
cannot marry his younger brother’s widow, but may marry the widow
of his elder brother. The younger brother has the first claim on the
widow’s hand, but if he does not marry her, any one in the gat may
do so. It is .gml‘mhi}' a relic of the now obsolete custom of niyoga,
which obtained in Vidic times. No disability of any kind attaches
to the children of nata marriage: young widows are married off by
their busband’s relations, who take money from the second hushand.
In the early accounts of the Mers the custom js stigmatized as revolt-
ing. under the name of sale of women. Asa matter of fact, grown up
widows choose for themselves, though when they do the panchayat
generally orders a certain sum to be paid to the deceased husband's
relations. These orders are often contested and are not enforced in
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the courts. It must, moreover, be noted that a widow cafifiot contract
a valid mata marriage except with a man of her own caste. If a
widow chooses to remain so, she is not forced to marry, and in all
castes a widow who has no sons retains her deceased husband'’s pro-
perty till her death or re-marriage. She cannot mortgage except
to pay her husband’s funeral expenses, his debts, or to marry her
daughter. The condition of widows under this custom is infinite-
ly preferable than if they were forced to remain unmarried all
&en* lives. Colonel Hall has recorded that, while he was com-
plaining that women were sold as sheep, the women themselves
so far from considering it a grievance, were flattered by the pay-
ment of a high price as a testimony to their beauty and useful-
ness. The Muhammadan law permits re-marriage of widows, but
curiously enough the Muhammadan Khadims (Sayyids) of the Dargih
Khwija Sahib at Ajmer follow the custom of ﬁe superior Hindu
classes. Rajputs and Brahmans do not practice mata. With Raj-
imta the eustom of sati used to be optional, but it is now obsolete.
nfant marriage is very restricted and polygamy is rare. Amon

Rijputs the marriageable age of a bride, as fixed by the rules of their
Subha, is 14 years, and that of the bridegroom 18 years. The rules
are enforced by the Sabha, and any contravention of them is punished
by fine. Divorce is only allowed among Muhammadans, according to
their laws. The proportionate number of unmarried Muhammaga.ns
exceeds that of the Hindus.

Formerly large sums of money were wasted at marriages and
similar festivals. But in 1891 rules were drawn up with a view to
reducing such expenses among the Mer samindars in Merwira. A
reasonable scale of expenditure was laid down for all ceremonies, and it
is believed that an improvement in the direction of economy is being
effected.

Among the Mer clans inheritance through the mother prevails.
In the event of there being sons from two or more wives, the property
is divided per capita of the wives and not per capita of the sons.
In Ajmer primogeniture is recognized among the Rajputs,

Education generally has receded since 1891, the number of literate
males per 1,000 having fallen from 1083 to 1037. Female education
is still insignificant, but a slight increase is recorded. According to
the last census there are 30,166 literate males and 1,922 literate
fomales, The numbers of males and females literate in English are
4,152 and 646 respectively. In English education only has a consi-
derable extension taken place during the last decade, and it has been
entirely among the native population. The decline in education
other than English is due to the recent famine, in which many vill
schools were closed while the children were on relief wor The
heavy mortality in 1900 among children of a school-going age has
also affected the figures. The Jains, who include the extensive trading
communities of Ajmer and Befwar, predominate among the literates,
and after them come the Brihmans. In Ajmer education is consi-
derably more extended than in Merwira,

Education.
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Local dialects and Hindi form the language of the great bulk of
the population. Whether the former are off-shoots of Hindi or
whether they and Hindi are derived from a common parent muy be
ascertained from experts. The dislects are rough and diffieult to
undesstand, and are used by a largely illiterate and backward popu-
lation.

Of the various castes, Brahmans come first on the list of social
precedence. They number 25045, or 6:5 per cent. of the Hindu

pulation of the province. The Panch Dravid Brihmans have the

ighest rank socially but are few in number. Panch Gaudas come
next. They number 11,583 persons and include, among others, the
Gaudas, Kanaujias snd Siraswats. The Gaudas again include six
castes, locally known as the Chhanayitis, These are Gaudas,
Diymis, Gojar Gaudas, Pirikhs, Sikhwils and Khandelwils.
Daymis do not follow the marriage rules of the shastras but rather
those of the Mahajans and other castes. Svme Briahmuns of Mer-
wiira eat meat and have no dealings with other Brihmans, They are
not generally cultivators, but hold revenue free land in vearly every
village. As none of their caste sub-divisions are peculiar to Ajmer-
Merwiira, a fall deseription of them is beyond the scope of this article,
and belongs rather to the Imperial Gazetteer of India.

The Vaishyas, or Mahajans are the most numerous class of the
commanity and number 37,027, or T'8 per cent. of the total popula-
tion of all religions. Their principal sub-divisions are the Oswils,
who trace their birth-place to Osa-nagri in Marwar, and the Agar-
wals, who derive their name from Agarsen, who lived at Agroda in
Hariina. Other Vaishya castes are the Masheshwaris and Bijbargis.
The Seths of Ajmer are the leading members of this portion of the
community, whose occupation is trading. They arc generally well
off, but during the last famine Mahijans came on relief works in
both Ajmer and Merwara. This shows how severely they were
affected, and gives some clue to the decrease in their numbers since
the 1891 census,

Kayasthas have been classificd as a caste allied to Kshatiyas,
Rajputs and Khattris. Some of them wear the Brahmanical thread.
They number 2,620, and their chief sub-divisions are Mathur, Bhat-

r, Shrivistava, and Saksena. They are much employed in offices
and educational estublishments. There are three distinet families
in Ajmer, known by the names of their pargunds—Ajmer, Rimsar
and Kekri—and these acknowledge no relationship. They have been
hereditary kdndingoes since the time ot the Emperors, and hold about
1,000 acres of revenue free land, along with certain perquisites from

Jagir and istimrari villages,

Among the land-owning eastes, the highest socially are the Rijputs.
But they hold bardly any land except on bham and istimrari tenures,
The great majority of proprietors belongs to other castes. No Rajput
will touch a plough unless forced by hard necessity to do so; and
the crown tenants, as well as the tenants of the jagir estates, are
mainly the descendants of the ancient cultivators of the soil who have
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held their land inall the dynastic changes through which Ajmer has

ssed. Where every man who dug a well became owner of the land
irrigated therefrom, and where a cultivator without a well is consi-
dered a waif, with no tie to bind him to the village where he may
reside, the land-owning castes must be nearly co-extensive with the
cultivating castes, and such is found to be the case. Of the 195
Ajmer khalsa villages, 52 are held by Jats, 41 belong to Mers, 35
to Gijars, 4 to Rajputs, 4 to Merats, 6 to Chitas, 2 to Deswili Musal-
mins ; § castes hold one village each—Mali, Sayyid, Pathan, Mughal,
Banjaras, Ahir, Fakir and Christian. In the remaining 43 villages
there is no exclusive caste ownership; the principal castes in these
villages are 14 in number—Malis, Telis, Mers, Merits, Deswalis,
Gijars, Brihmans, Rl.j&{uts, Mahajans. Kiyasthas, Khiarols, Ahirs,
Rebiris and Regars. The remaining land-owning castes have few
representatives, and are scattered over many villages.

The four villages belonging to Rijputs are Arjanpura Jagir, Arjan-
pura Khalsa, Gola and Khori.  The two former belong to Gor %1‘4
puts, the two latter to Rahtors. This exception, however, only proves
the conclusion of the foregoing paragraph. Arjanpura Jagir was
given on condition of protecting the road, and assimilates to a bham
tenure. Arjanpura lsa stands quite alone as the only samindari
tenure in the gistrict, with the exception of }IuhnmmmlFrh. where
the tenure has been created by ourselves. Gola was held on istim-
ritri tenure till shortly before the establishment of British rule. Khori
was originally a Mer village, but the Rahtors held a large amount
of bham in it, and gradually turned out the Mers. In short, where
Rajputs hold jagir or khalsa land, it will generally be found that it
is the relic of a tilukdar tenure, or of a jagir grant, or of an encroach-
ment by bhamias. All the istimrardars of Ajmer are Rijputs, and
they constitute the native aristocracy of the district.

Rajputs are returned in the census papers at 15430. It isa
eurious fact, illustrative of the great vicissitudes of early times, that
though Ajmer was held for over four hundred years by the Chauhgns,
there are now comparatively few in the province. They must be
looked for in Haraoti, in Alwar, and in the desert of Nagar Pirkar,
whither they have been pushed by the Rihtors, who have occupied their
place as the ruling tribe, and who in numbers, wealth and power
greatly preponderate over the other Rajput clans in the district.
These are three in number—Gor, Sesodii, and Kachhwiha, and it
will be convenient to consider them in the order of their arrival in
the provinee, for a definite date can be fixed for the arrival of each.

In the time of Prithvi Raj Chauhan (eirca 1190 A.D.) Rija Bach Raij,
and Raja Bawan, Gor sz}ﬂxm from Bengal, came to Ajmer on the
customary pilgrimage to Dwirka. Prithvi R&j engaged the brochers
in an expedition against Daya Singh of Nigaur which was successful,
and subsequently each of them warried a daughter of Prithvi Raj.
Rija Bawan settled at Kuchiwan in Marwir; Rija Bach Rij remained
in Ajmer. In course of time Junia, Sarwir, Deolia and the adjacent
country fell into the hands of the Gor Rajputs, and to the head of
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the clan Humiyin gave a mansab of Rs. 7,000. In the time of Akbar
Raja Bithal Das founded the town of Rijgarh, and called it after the
name of his grandson, Raj Singh. The son of the latter took Srinagar
from the Ponwar R&jputs, who have now disappeared from the
distriet. This, however, was the climax of the prosperity of the
Gor Rajputs, for soon afterwards they were ejected from Rajgarh
and all their territory by Kishen Sin%ta Rahtor. After 25 years of
dispossession Gopal Singh recovered Rajgarh, and the Gors were in
ion when the country fell into the hands ot the Mardthas,
he latter in 1817 resumed Rijgarh and the 12 villages attached
to it, as the R&j& was unable to pay a contribution of Rs. 10,000
fauj kharch. On the establishment of British rule these villages
were returned on the condition of payment of nazardna ; but as the
nasarandg was not, or could not be paid the whole was resumed with
the exception of one small village, ];(‘:}thij, and remained Fhalsa until
1874. In March of that year the town of Rajgarh was presented by
Government in jagir to I{le Davi Singh, the representative of this
ancient but fallen house. The Gor Rajputs hold land in 14 villages.
The descendants of Bithal Dis are jagirdars of Rajgarh and Kothaj
and bhamigs of Danta and Jatis. Bithal Das had 5 brothers, whose
descendants are the istimrd@rddrs of Mancharpur and the bhiimias
of Sanod, Nandla, Nefirin, Lavera, Dodifina, and Jharwgsa., The des-
cendants of Raji Bawan are jagirdars of Arjunpura Jagir, are owners
and bhamids of Arjunpura Khilsa, and hold bham in Tabiji.

It is unnecessary in this place to give a detailed history of the
Rahtors, the great conquering race which, in the year 1194, aban-
doned the ruined capital of Kanauj and founded a kingdom in the desert
of Marwar Such an account belongs more properly to the Gazetteer
of Jodhpur. There sre 4600 Rahtors in Ajmer-Merwira, All the
tilukdars of Ajmer, with the exception of the Thikur of Manoharpur,
the Thakur of Siwar and his relations, and the Chitds of Merwgra
deseent, who hold 4 villages on istimrar tenure, are Rihtors, and have
their descent from Sivaji, the founder of the monarchy. Of the 109
bham holdings in the district, 83 are held by Rahtors, nearly all the
iﬂunger sons and brothers of the istimrardars. The Rahtors of Ajmer

ave the same characteristics as their brethren in Marwar. Theijr
physique is not remarkable; they are still warlike and indolent, and
great consumers of opium. Each man carries at least a dagger, and,
except under extreme pressure, none will touch a plough.

Sesodid Rajputs hold the pargana of Sawar at the south-eastern
extremity of the Ajmer district on istim»dr tenure, and the estate
is a portion of a grant made by Jahiangir to Gokal Das, who is said
to have received 84 wounds in the service of the Emperor. There
is a family of Sesodias who are bhamids in Nepoli, These are the
only Sesodids in the district.

_The Kachhwgha Rajputs, like the Sesodifs, are to be found in the
villages adjoining their respective States of Jaipur and Udaipur, and
hold bham in 5 villages. They are found principally in the villages
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of Harmara and Tilaurnis in the extreme north of the Ajmer district.
Their number was returned as 666 at the last census,

Rajputs differ from other high-caste Hindus, in that I;h%y are
exogamous so far as their different clans are concerned. A Rahtor
will not marry a Rahtor, but will take his wife from the Sesodiis or
Kachhwihas,

The Jats were numbered at the census at 27952, They are first-
rate agriculturists, and possess a fine physique. They, with the Gajars,
ave the original cultivators of the soil. Nearly the whole of the
Ramsar pargana belongs to them. They are settled in Kekri and
in the best villages of the Ajmer and Rajgarh parganas. Tabiji,
Saridhna, Makrera, Jethina, Budhwira and Pecholiin belong to
Jats. Inthe Beawar éahsil they hold 7 villages, chiefly in and aiout-
the old town of Beawar, adjoining the Ajmer district, for they never
penetrated far into Merwara, and are not to be found in the ’{od th
tuhisil. They are divided into three main families, Puniyo, Sishmo,
and Harchitral, but their gdts are more than a hundred. They
hold no revenue free land nor any bhiim ; they have in Ajmer double
s much land as the Gajars and pay three times as much revenue,
En:u'l,lg,r no doubt owing to their having monopolized the chief villages,

ut rigcipwdl}r to their greater energy in making wells and improving
the land,

The Gijars hold 35 villages in all parts of Ajmer district and
4 in the Bewar tahsil, where they are settled in the outlying villages
of Jetgarh, Bhairon Khera, Pillini and Sheondthpura. ey are
returned in the census at 36,278. They are careless cultivators and
devote their energies to grazing cattle. Those who live in or near
Ajmer sell milk and butter in the town., Their customs are identical
with those of the Jats, but the Gujars of Merwira follow the inheri-
tance laws of the Mers. Gaijars and Jits will eat together. Their
chief men are called Mir.

The Merwira clans consisting, as classified at the last census, of
Rawats 32,209, Mers 21,649 and Merits 8,554, are supposed to be
descended from a common ancestor. Their sub-divisions present
peculiar features and deserve special novice.

They do not claim to be, nor do they appear to have been the
original inhabitants of Merwara. Of these last, however, little is
known. The country must have been an impenetrable jungle, and
the majority of the sparse inhabitants were probably outlaws, or
fugitives from neighbouring States. The caste of Chandela Gajars
is said to have dwelt on the hills about Ching; the hills near Kilin-
jar, Saroth and Bhiilin are assigned by tradition to the Brihmans.
On the east side, on the Borwa hills, the caste of Bhitti Bijputs
is said to have been located, while the southern portion of the
Todgarh tahsil was occupied by Minas. There is a tradition that a
Bhatti Rajput, Ajit Singh, bore the title of king of Merwira.

Mer, which can be used promiscuously for all inhabitants of Merwira,
means a “hill man" It 1s not by origin a easte or tribe name, but
signified the dweller on this portion of the Aravalli range. The

Jats,

Gijars.

Merwirn
Clans,
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two main tribes of Merwira are known by the appellation of Chita
and Barar, each class traditionally divided into 24 gits, but new

8 are constantly being formed which take the name of their
nnmediate ancestor, and there are now many more.

Colonel Tod (“ Rajasthan,” Volume I, page 680) asserts that the
tribes of Chita and Barar are Minas, and the traditions of the people
themselves point to a Mina ancestry. Both tribes claim a common
descent from Prithvi Raj, the last Chanhan king of Ajmar. and the
story is that Jodh Lakun, the son of Prithvi Rij, married a girl of
the Mina easte, who had been seized in a mnmu(iing raid near Bundi,
supposing her to be a Rajputni. When he discovered his mistake
he turned her and her two sons, Anhul and Anup, away. The exiles
wandered to Ching in Beawar, where they were hospitably enter-
tained by the Gujars of that place. Anhul and Anup rested one
day under a bar or fig tree, and prayed that if it were destined
that their race should continue, the trunk of the tree might be rent
in twain. The instant occurrence of the miracle raised them from
their despondency, and the splitting of the fig tree is a cardinal event
in the history of the race, according to the following distich :—

* Charar ge chita bhayo, aur Barar bhayo Barghat,

Shikh ek se do bhayo, jagat bakhini jae *
From the sound “charar” (the noise which is supposed to have reached
Anhal from the splitting tree) the Chitlis are called, and the clan
Barar from the splitting of the fig tree. Both are descended from
one stock. The world made this tribe famous. In following the
distribution of the clans, it is necessary again to bear in mind that
there are 41 Mer villages in Ajmer, 214 in the Beawar taksil, and
85 in the Todgarh faksil,

Anhul settled at Ching in the north-west of Merwara, and his
descendants in course of time exterminated the Gajars, who had given
an asylum to Avhul and his mother. The clan waxed strong and
multiplied, and nally occupied all the strong places of Merwira,
where they founded the villages of Jhik, Shamgarh, Lalwa, Hathan,
Kukri, Kotkerina, Nii and others. They appear to have held the
remaining Mers in subjection, for they enumerate 16 castes of Mers,
who, they say, used to pay them one-fourth of the produce of the soil,
and of all plundering expeditions. The clan now holds 117 entire
villages in Beiiwar, besides portions of 53, and 10 entire villages in
the Todgarh taksil, including the pargana of Kotkerina. In Ajmer
there are 21 entire khalsa and jagir villages belonging to Chitiis, and
they are to be found in all the Ajmer villages except four.

Of the sub-divisions of the clan, by far the most important and
numerous is that of the Merits, a term which is generally used as
slynnu}'muus with Muhammadan Mer, but which is a patronymic
derived from Mera, the common ancestor of the Kathats and Gorits.
Harrdj, grandson of Mera, a Chita in the reign of Bibar, touk servica
under the Emperor at Delhi. During a night of terrific rain
he remained firm at his post as sentry, with his shield over his
head. The Emperor, to whom the matter was reported, is related
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to have said : *In the Marwir tongue they call a brave soldier Katha;
let this man be henceforth called Katha” Harrdj soon after became
a convert to Islam and is the progenitor of all the Kathat Merits, a
very Iﬂr;iv;e family, who hold 78 viﬁngca in Beiwar, including all the
Erim:ipn places to the morth and east of the taksil. Gora was
rother of Harrdj, and his descendants are Hindus, and hold 21
villages in the centre and south-west of Beiwar, of which Kalinjar
and Kabra are the chief. The Gorits spread southwards, and haye
occupied 13 villages in the north of Todgarh; one village in Ajmer,
Makhopura, belongs to them. The Kathats, the most pushing of
all the Chitas, spread noithwards, and hold 9 of the 21 Chita vill:q';ea
in Ajmer. There they formed vew gits, of which the Babadur
Khani, generally called par excellence Chils, 1s the principal.
Besides the khalsz and jagir villages, 4 villages in _Ajmer proper are
held by Kathats on istémrari tenure, vis., Nausar, Rajosi, Ajaisar and
]il'.mrr.*ﬁhri_+ The villages were given them by the Mughal Emperors
for protection of the city of Ajmer and the adjacent passes. The
chief men of the Kathats and Goriits call themselves Thikurs, but in
Beawar, the chiefs of Hathan, Chang and Jhik, who are Kathats, are
ealled Khins. Of the remaining sub-divisions of Chitas, the most
important are the Laget, who %uld 6 villages in Bedwar, and the
Nanset, who own the vill of Bargion, Palrin, Phirkia, Manpura,
and Haithibata in Ajmer,n%i:idcs portions of several others. Other
gots which may be mentioned are the R:[jurj}'a and Bedariyat, the
former holding 3 villages in Ajmer, and the Bn]iriyit. Borwira,
Biladiya, Pithrot, Balot and Nadot, who possess a village or parts of
several. The other gots live scattered throughout Merwara.

Anup, the brother of Anhal, settled in Todgarh, and founded the
Barir clan.  His descendants, less enterprising than the Chitas, have
remained in Merwara, and are not to be found in Ajmer. They hold
11 villages in Beawar, the most important of whic{l are Kilikankar,
Sendra, Bailin and Khera Sangnotan. They occupy the whole of
the south of the Todgarh ngﬂ and 48 entire villages, They are
more unsophisticated, honest and straightforward than the [}}lylitis.
They call themselves Rawat, a petty title of nobility, and do not like
being called Mers, Their chief men are called Rio, of whom the
principul are the Rio of Kukra and the Rao of Bariir.

All these Chauhin Minas, with the exception of the Kathats,
are nominally Hindus. Formerly Kathits and Gorits ate together
and nothing was forbidden food to cither. But the tendency towards
division is growing. Chitds and Barars used to_ intermarry, but a
feeling has sprung up against it, and recently the Rawats have reed
to forbid it TEe erits of Ajmer have discarded the dhofi,
although it is still worn by their brethren in Merwira. Among all
Merits the Muhammadan nikah form of marriage is now almost
universal. The estrangement between them and the Riwats appears
destined to grow wider, but the customs of the two clans regarding
inheritance, adoption, re-marriage of widows and similar matters are
still identical,
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Among the Merwira tribes which boast other than a Chauhin |
Mina ancestor, the most important are the two which claim descent
from Dhariniath Powar or Pramar, who fourded the city of Dhara-
nagar in Mirwir before the Pramar Rajputs were obliged to {va
way before the Gehlots and Rahtors. ition says that Rio Bobar,
a goacendant of Dharinath, came and settled at Rudhina, in the
extreme south of the Bedwar pargana. From this place his descend-
ants spread and founded the adjacent villages of Bilidwis, Jawija
Bihir, Barkochrin, Rawatmil, Lusini in the Beiwar fahsil, and
Akhayjitgarh Naloi and others in the Todgarh taksil. The tribe is
divided into six gils—Delat, Kallat, Doding, Boya, Kheyit, and
Pokhariya. Of these, the Delat is the most numerous, and holds
14 whole villsges in Beiwar and 5 in Todgarh. The Kallat clan
hold only 1 village, Kalatankhera in Beiwar, while the others have
no entire village in Merwira, The Delats appear to bave pushed
the other members of the tribe out of Merwira, who thereupon
settled near Ajmer, and specially in the pargana of Pushkar, There
are 11 villages in Ajmer held by this tribe, and they hold parts of 8
others. The Dodings hold Barla, Madirpura and Gwarri ; to the Boya
clan belong the villages of Hokrin and Gudhli; Khwajpura and
Ka&nikhera belong to the Kheyits, and the Pokhariya clan hold the
villages of Pushkar, Ganihera, Naidla, and Naulakha. The men of
this tribe affect the name Rawats, and return themselves as such at the
census. They are an industrious race, generally taller and better
built than the Chaunhin Minas, Kathits will not give their danghters
in marriage to this tribe, but will take wives from them, and they
intermarry freely with Hindu Chitas and Barir and other Mer clans,

The second tribe which claims descent from Dharingth is that of
the Moti Riwats, who hold 14 villages in the pargana of Bhailan,
They own two villages, Fatahpur and Bhojpur in Beawar, and only
scattered representatives of the tribe are met with in Ajmer, The

na of Bhiilan is supposed to have been originally inhabited
y Brahmans. A descendant of Dhiriniath, Rohitas by name, came
and lived at Bighmal as an ascetic in a cave in the hill now called
Magatji. A Banjira was ing near the hill with his wife, and
deserted her at this spot; she lived for some time with the Jogi, and
then descending the hill sought the protection of Khem Chand
Brihman in Bamanhera, and in his house was delivered of twin s0MS,
of whom one remained in Bhiilin, and the other in Marwir. In the
fifth [geuemt-iun one Magat was born, who expelled the Brihmans from
Bhiilin. ‘The hill, which was the cradle of the race, was named after
him, and he is still venerated by the Motis. A fair is held on the hill
in September, at which time the hero is believed to traverse the 12
villages of Bhiilin in the twinkling of an eye.

After the sack of Chitor by Ala-ud-din, two brothers, Rijputs of
the Gehlot clan, fled to Borwa in the Saroth pargana, where they
intermarried with Minas. The tribe dmseﬁ-udmf from them is divided
into 16 clans, of which the most important are the Godat, Medrat,
Kichi, Pinga, Baniyat, Lahr, Balot and Dhinkal. They hold 11
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entire villages in all parts of Bedwar, 1 village, Kikar Khera, in Tod-
garh, and are found m 23 other villages in Merwara, In Ajmer they
own 6 villages, Parbatpura, ﬁnsari,%cl?a}ripur, Lachmipur, Bordj, and
Amba Masina. They consider themselves Surajbanst Rajputs, and
call themselves Rawat. Like the tribes of Puar origin, they inter-
marry with Hindu Chauhan Minas. Merats will take wives from
them but will not give them their daughters in mMArTiage.

The Balii caste holds 4 villages in Eileitmr. Jats and Gajars hold
11, and Narsingpura and Dungar Khera belong to Mahajans. The
remaining inhabitants of Merwira belong to a few scattered clans
who pass under the general designation of Mer, and who as usual
claim to be descended from Rajputs, but have no clear history. The
Pataliyit clan claims to be of the stock of the Bhatti Rajputs of
Jaisalmer, and hold one village, Baria Naga. The Chaurot claim the
came deseent and own onc village, Kilikankar Kishanpura. They
are also found in Mohanpura in Ajmer. The Bach Mers inhabig
Rajpur Buchan, and are found iu a cvuple of villages in Ajmer. The
Bharsal clan live in the ‘village of Bamkhera Dhanar, and are to be
met with in Kotra, Sedaria, Bhawinikhera and Kishanpura in Ajmer.
The Kharwal Mers live in Nayinagar and Fatahpur 2ud, and the
headman of the town of Bedwar is of this caste. Mamnots, Selots,
Bansts, and Bannas live scattered in a few villages.

Of the other castes in Ajmer-Merwara, the Malis nufnber 15852
They are good cultivators and hold the greater part of Kashi Ajmer.
A peculiar easte, Kir, very fow in number, devotes its attention to the
cultivation of melons. The Rebiris, also few, breed camels and
cultivate rice. The menial castes are Bhangis, Baliis and Regars.
Baldis are the most numerots, n nmbering 22,350, and consider them-
selves superior to the Regars, who correspond with the Chamdrs of the
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh:. Minas, Sansis and Bhils are
the thievish classes, but none of them are numerous in the district.
The names of the remaining castes point to the occupation of cach—
Kumbhirs (potters) number 11,248; Khitis (carpenters) are 6,373;
Chakars and Darogas (domestic servants), 6,933 ; Nais (barbers), 6,846 ;
and Chamirs (tanners), 19,350 ; Darzis (tailors), Dhobis (washermen),
Kahfirs (bearers), Lohdrs (blacksmiths), Sunirs (goldsmiths), Telis
(oilmen), are below 5,000; Bhits (bards), Chippas (chintz printers),
Khirols (salt workers), are below 2,000 Dholis (drummers), Gadaris
(shepherds), Lakherds (varnishers), Rangrez (dyers), Tamoblis (pan
sellers), are below 1,000 ; Beldars (diggers), Bharbujis (grain parchers),
Ghosis (milk and butter sellers), Halwiis (confectioners), Kalals (liquor
sellers), Silivats (masons), Sikligars (steel sharpeners), and Thatheris
(braziers), are under 500 in number,

Of the Muhammadans 31,972 are classed as Sheikhs; Sayyids are
5,703 ; Mughals 2,737 ; while Pathns are numbered at 11,048, The
latter two classes are scattered over the district, a large proportion
being in the native arm and the police. The remaining”different
classes number 20,671, deswiilis (1,342)-hold two villages in the north
of Ajmer and say they are Rijputs, who were converted in the time

Other Tribes,



34 POPULATION,

of Shahab-ud-din. Omne village, Muhammadgarh, belongs on zamin-
dari tenure to a Pathan. The Banjiras, who live in Ghegal are
Musalmins, and were, they say, converted at the same time as the
Deswilis. The Musalmans in the districts are chiefly the attendants
on the Muhammadan shrines, and most of them hold revenue-free land
in the jagir villages attached to these institutions. They are generally
poor and idle.

Hindus constitute the bulk (7977 per cent.) of the population.
These inelude the Mers, who return themselves as Hindus, The
collective numbers of those who follow the Brahmanical faith has
fallen from 436,831 in 1801 to 380453 in 1001. The agricul-
tural and labouring classes who suffered most in the famine come
within the category. The Jains, who now number 19922 have
decreased by 7,017 since 1891, but the decrease is. probably chiefly
due to incorrect enumeration. The Muhammadan population
numbers 72,031 or 151 per cent. of the whole. Residin chiefly
within the urban areas, they were less affected by the famines than
the Hindus. The Christians number 3712, The Arya Samij claims
366 members, and the district also contains 264 Sikhs and 164 Parsis.

The prineipal sects of the Hindus are the Vaishnavas, or \L‘utﬁhf]llk.tl‘ﬂ
of Vishnu,the Shaivas, or worshippers of Shiva, and the Shiktas, or
worshippers of the Shaktis, who are the female associates or active
“*Powers” of the members of the Hindu Trinity—Brahma, Vishnu and
Shiva, Manu's Code is taken as the theoretical standard of right and
wrong, but is not strictly followed in all its applications. Life in this
_wurlf is considered as being one of 84,00,000. But whether all are
eventually absorbed in the supreme being, or whether some will gain
Vaﬂ:mtffa.{ﬂmmn}and others be relegated to Nurak(Hell), is doubtful,
The Jats worship a variety of Gods, including Mata and Mahadeo, but
their chief object of veneration is Tejaji, whose legend is as follows:—
Teja was a J&t of Karnila, near Nigaur, who lived 890 years ago, and
had been married at Rupnagar in Kishangarh. While grazing his
cattle he observed that a cow belonging to a Brihman was in the
habit of going daily to a certain place in the jungle, where the milk
dropped fmmicr udder. Further observation showed that the milk
fell into a hole inhabited by a snake. Teja agreed with the snake to
supply him daily with milk, and so prevent the Brihman suffering loss,
Once, when preparing to visit his father-in-law he forgot the contract,
and the e appearing, declared that it was necessary he should
bite Teja. The latter asked for permission to first visit his father-in-law,

-and the snake agreed. Teja went on his journey, and at Kishangarh
rescued the village cattle from a band of robbers, but was desperately
wounded in the encounter. Mindful of his promise to return, he, wit
difficulty, reached home and presented himself to the snake, who,
however, could find no spot to bite, so badly had Teja been cut up by
the robbers, Teja therefore put out his tongue which the snake bit,
and so he died, The Jiits heﬁev& that if they are bitten by a snake
and tie a thread round the right foot while repeating the name of

Tejaji the poison will prove innocuous. Tejaji 19 represented s 4
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man on horseback with a deawn sword, while a snake is biting his
tongne. Nearly all Jats wear an amulet of silver with this device
round their necks. Colonel Dixon singled out Tejaji as the patron of
the fair he established in his new town of Nay&nagar or Begwar.

Any remarks as to religious beliefs and standards are more apPli -
able to the Hindus of Ajmer than to various clans of Merwara. The
latter do not trouble themselves much with the orthodox divinities of
Brahmanism. They worship incarnations of Shiva, under the names
of Bhairiinji and Mataji. Sitla stones daubed with red paint and
consecrated to the latter are to be met with on all sides. Mji isa
common deity, and the deified heroes Deoji and Rém Deoji also find
worshippers.  The hills of Magatji and Goramji, the highest in Mer-
wira, share in the veneration of the people, and this is probably a
relic of a pristine fetish worship, though now the hills have modern
hero legends attached to them. But in truth the religion of these
people is of a very nndefined nature, and it is doubtful whether they

much beyond the observance of certain rites at marriages and
unerals. Of recent years, however, there has been a growing ten-
deney among the Mer population to split into two sections over reli-
gious customs and usages. The Kathat Merats, who have always
eaten the flesh of cows and intermarried with Muhammadans, are
tending to assimilate more and more with the arthodox followers of
Islim. On the other hand the Hindu Merits, or Rawats of Tﬂiﬁlm-h
as they are commonly called, are beginnivg to give a closer
ance to the social and religious rules of Brahmanism, as prevailing
among surrounding R&jputs. In 1875 they had agreed to abstain
from the flesh of kine and bufialoes, and to excommunicate all trans-
gressors, and rm:ent.l‘t,T they have gone further and !I,Frﬂfhd no longer to
eat or intermarry with Izathit Merits or Chitas. The origin of the
recent movement, which began among the men serving in the Merwara
Battalion and other regiments, has been social rather than religious;
but it is safe to predict that in course of time the whole of Merwira
will become Brahmanised or absorbed in the orthodox religion of Islam.

Of the total number of followers of the Arya Samgj, 331 belong to
the towns. There was formerly only one Samdj, but 1t split into two
over the question as to whether animal food was sanctioned by the
Vedas or not.

All the Sikhs, numbering 264, are found in the Ajmer district.
They are chiefly employed in the Railway workshops, in the Deoli
Irregular Force and in the Police.

Of the Jains, 14,409 belong to Ajmer and 5,513 to Merwara, 14,627
being numbered in rural and 5,205 in urban areas. Their standards
of richt and wrong and their ideas of ultimate reward and punishment
are the same as tﬁuae of the Hindus, but the Jains acknowledge no
God, and substitute their tirthankars, or deified saints, 24 in number,
for the Hindu devatas. They look forward to an unconscious, pas-
sionless, impersonal state, which they called mirvana, and which ean
be reached only by liberality, forbearance, piety and remorse in this
life. They are strongly averse to all forms of taking life. Like the
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Hindus they burn their dead. Their temples, mostly of modern
construetion, are often graceful in design, but are overloaded with
tawdry ornamentation. Plaster and stucco are too often preferred to
solid stone. In the Nasiyan Jain temple at Ajmer there is an
allegorieal representation showing the progress of the tirthankars
through life to nirvana.

Of the Mubammadans 56378 belong to Ajmer and 15653 to
Merwara. Sheikhs predominate and Pathans come next. The
Muhammadans, as a whole, follow the Koriin, snpplemented by their
hadis or books of tradition. But in the case of the rustic Deswalis
of Ajmer and Kathat Merits of Merwara, cireumeision of the living and
burial of the dead is probably the sum total of religious observance.

The Christian commumity has increased by 1,029 sinee 1801,
owing to conversions and to the natural growth among native Christ-
1ans, who now number 2,862, as apainst 1,209 in 1891 and 799 in 1881,
The principal and oldest Mission is the Rajputana branch of the
Seotch Umted Free Church Mission, which began work in Beiwar
in A.D. 1860 as the “United Presbyterian Church Mission,” but re-
cently n]mn}g&d its designation upon the amalgamation of that Church
with the Free Chmrch of Scotland. A station at Nasiribad was
founded in the following year. The Ajmer station was established in
1862, that of Todgarh in 1863. Deoli received a missionary in 1871,
There are now also stations at Jaipur, Udaipur, Alwar, Jodhpur and
Kntah. The Mission has nine anglo-vernacular schools, six of which,
including those at Ajmer, Beawar and Nasiribad, are High Schools,
teaching up to the standard of the University Entrance Examination,
Of these the Beawar school is the largest with 389 pupils, Nasiribad
comes next with 302; Ajmer has 181.  In addition, the Mission main-
tains 52 vernacular schools for boys and 87 vernacular schools for
girls thoughont R&jputana.  Of these, 30 boys' schools and 18 girls’
schools are within Ajmer-Merwara, with an average number on the
rolls of 2851. With the exception of grants-iu-aid to the Beawar
and Nasiribad High Schools, the Mission bears the whole cost of these
educational establishments. The Mission has also an orphanage for
boys at Ashipura, near Nasirabad, in which there are nearly six hun-
dred, and one for girls in Nasiribad, containing nearly seven hundred.
In connection with the former, workshops have been established for
the :mininﬁ of boys as carpenters, blacksmiths, brick and tilemakers,
leatherworkers, ete,, under the management of a qualified man from
the Technical School at Glasgow. A Mission training farm is also
maintained in Kotah territory. The children in the orphanages are
individually adopted by frien?a of the Mission at Home who pay an

_annual sum for their support. Government gave a grant-in-aid for

children rescued in the famine of 1869, but no such grant is now
made. A prominent feature of the Mission is its medieal agency.
There are five fully qualified practitioners (one of whom is a lady),
five hospitals and dispensaries, where some 2,38000 cases are
attended to, and nearly 5,000 surgical operations are performed in
the year,
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Officially, the district lies within the diocese of the Bishop of
Nigpur. A Government Chaplain of the Church of England is
stationed at Ajmer, and there are Church of England and Roman
Catholie Military Chaplains at Nasiribd. The Fordham Orphanage
at Ajmer is mana L}r the local Chaplain,

As far as the Roman Catholic Church is concerned, Ajmer-Mer-
wira is considered to lie within the Prefecture of Rajputina, which
was created in 1802, and is administered by the Capuchin Fathers of
Paris,. The Prefect Apostolic has his head-quarters at Agra.  Within
the district it has established churches at Ajmer and Nasiribid, and
a native school at Jorepura near Akhri. At Ajmer the Convent of
St. Mary Magdalen is a boarding and day school for European and
Eurasian girﬁ(. It is managed by a Lady Superior, assisted by 12
Franeisean nuns.

The American Methodists established a Mission in Ajmer in 1882,
They have now an orijhn.:lmgn in connection with it, which, with thas
of the Church of England and that of the Scoteh Mission, took charge
of Ajmer orphans during the famine. The boys' school contains 161

ers and du:,' pupils, and is g‘r‘.i.durl to the lower middle standard.
There is a similar school for girls, with an attendance of 180. The
Mission work 1s earried on in the city and district by a staff of Native
catechists, Bible readers and teachers, who did good work in relieving
distress during recent famines,

It appears that all the Missions are making steady, if slow, pro-

ress,

£ The greater part of the population of Ajmer-Merwira (5481 per
cent.) is agricultural. The industrial population amounts to 1774
per cent. of the whole, and is chiefly engaged in cotton and leather
indusiries, in the provision of food and drink and in the Railway
workshops. General labour, as distinet from agrieulture, supports
10:59 per cent. of the population. Personal service accounts for
591 per cent. and commerce for 421 per cent.  The professions and
Government service have 2:56 and 288 per cent. respectively.
Persons of independent means without occnpation number only 1-80
per cent. of the total population., To the famine is due an increase
in the number of field labourers at the expense of the tenant class,
and many occupations were severcly affected ; among others, many
herdsmen, cotton weavers and dvers, cart owners and drivers and
professional mendicants had to seck other means of livelihood

The soeial characteristies of the people in the rural areas are very
simple. The ordinary peasants may be described as generally docile
and ignorant. Their wants are few and debts very often many.
The cultivators as a class are suffering from the effects of recent
famines. The condition of the landless Iabourers approaches the
border of the subsistence minimum. They literally live from hand
to month. In the vrban arcas the effects of the famine are less falt,
and the trading classes are litl'lnnmlly PrOSperons.

The higher classes of Hindus, with the exception of R&jputs and
certain Brihmans and Kiyasthas, are vegetarians, The staple food

Oecupation.

Food.
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grains used are wheat, barley, gram, maize, bajra and joar, and various
pulsss. Wheat is generally used only by the richer classes of the
community ; the peasantry, except on special occasions, employ the
coarser grains for their thick cakes or votis. These are eaten along
with dal, whey, uncooked onions or radishes, or with chillies They
use only the cheapest kinds of vegetables. The wealthier people
spread ghi upon their wheaten cakes or chapdties, and eat them
with one or more cooked vegetables, dai and pickles, Dairy pro-
duce is used by all classes. The Muhammadans, R&jputs, Merdits and
other eastes who eat flesh differ otherwise very little in their dietary
from the Hindus, In the towns generally only two meals are taken
daily, one between 9 and 10 A and the other before 8 py. In
rural areas the Jits, Malis, Gijars and Mers eat three times a day.
The early meal is called sirdwan, and consists of the food remaining
over from the previous day. The mid-day meal is called bhat or
rota, and consist of barley or maize bread, with greens and butter-
milk. All castes smoke tobacco and eat opinm, and present them
to friends and strangers coming to see them.

The ordinary dress= of a nmf:a Hinda of the higher classes consists
of a turban, which is generally a piece of silk or cotton cloth 30 to
40 feet long and 6 inches broad, with gold embroidered ends, a shirt

kuwrtd), a long coat (angarkha) reaching nearly to the ankles, a
loin cloth (dhoti) worn round the waist, and a searfl (dupatta.) The
Furta and angarkha ave vsually made of a fine-textured material
resembling muslin, and are generally white, ~ Sometimes silk is used.
The loin cloth is a long sheet of a coarser material. The Rajput
istimrdrdars are fond {fwmriug embroidered garments, and multi-
coloured turbans tied in narrow and picturesque folds, and have,
ially on festive vccasions, a martial appearance, which contrasts
pleasantly with the silk and fine linens of other wealthy natives.

The dress of o Hindun female of the upper classes consists of a bodice
(kanehli), a sheet or veil (orhni) as an upper garment, and a petticoat
of chintz or coloured cloth. In the case of Mahgjans and Rajput
women the petticont is very full, sixty yards of material being often
employed in making it. From 15 to 20 yards of coarse cloth is
sufficient for the petticoat of the lower classes. Agrienlturisis and
labourers wear clothes made from a conrse fabrie locally manufactured
called reza. They consist of a turban (pagri,) a coat (bakhtari)
extending to the waist, a loin cloth (dhoti,) and a sheet (pacheora).
Some castes invariably carry a comb, a mirror, a pipe and a fling
stone. The comb and mirror are kept in the turban, and the pipe
and flint stone in the dhoti. The peasants in Ajmer are usually
better dressed than those of Merwira. In rural areas there is little
difference in dress between Hindus and Muhammadans. The prin-
cipal distinetion is that Muhammadans wear trousers (paijamas)
and not dhotis. Merits and Chitas, however, though professing
Muhammadans, retain the dhofi. Hindus, again, wear t}]:iair conts
with the opening on the ri;&ht gide of the chest, while the Muham-
madans have it on the left side. In towns the latter can be distin-
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guished by the buttoned-up eoats of various lengths which they wear,
together with trousers, A tendency to dress in Eurﬁpe:»_m fashion,
retaining the turban or a small round cap as head-dress, is apparent
in the towns.

The houses of the leading native bankers and traders in the
towns, and in rural areas the residences of the leading istimrdarddrs
of the Ajmer district, are imposing buildings of masonry and stone,
with roofs of the same material. As a rule they are two or more
stories high, with one or more open courts to admit light and air
Every house has a jhardka or baleony, where the inmates can sit.
The windows are small and the dwelling rooms often dark and ill
ventilated. Though frequently covered with lavish and beautiful
carving and ornamentation, these houses are generally built with
little regard to ordinary rules of sanitation. In the reception rooms
of theistimedrd@rs the walls are often covered with paintings of their
ancestors, In the villages the hoases are small mud hots with tiled
roofs. The entrance leads into a murt-}'urtl, round which are ran
the dwelling rooms of the family, according to its size and prosperity.
Sometimes the cattle are kept in a shed in a corner of the court-yard,
and sometimes in mud-fenced enclosures ourside. The houses are
generally clean. Signs, usually a square with the name of a deity
entered in smaller squares within it, are painted at the entrance for
good luck, -

The Hindus burn their dead, with the exception of the Hindu
worshippers of Ram Deoji in Merwira, who bury them. Among
Musalmins burial is the rule. In the case of intermarringe between
Hindu Mers (Rawats) and Musalmin Mers { Kathits), the wife is buried
or burnt aceording to the religion of the husband. Gujurs and Jits have
a curious custom of shaving the corpses of male adults before burning
them. :

* Gymnastic exercises and athletics, sword and lance exercises are
the principal games in the towns, apart from cricket, foutball and
hockey, which are confived to the students in eduneational establish-
ments, Chess, cards and a kind of dranghts, known as chopad,
are the indoor games. Hide-and-seck, kite flying, blind man's {mﬂ:
a kind of touch in the ring, and a game called ghota (a kind of hockey),
are played by children. 1n the village of Ramsar a sort of organized
fight with fists between two sections of - the villagers takes place once
a year. It is called mukkirar.

Among the lighter amusements, singing, playing on the fiddle
(sitar) and flute (bin) and drumbeating are extensively practised.
A kind of rude opera, called the Rai-ka-taemishd, in which the
characters sing and dance all night long to the accompaniment of
a drum only, is performed in the streets, and is much appreciated by
the people. Among the lower classes in the towns, a circus is always
pepular. In rural areas the grown-up people have no games. Their
ordinary amusement is to assemble in the evening at the villa
hatai, or meeting honse, and—sitting in the platform in front of 1,
usnally built round a pipal or bar tree—to pass away a few- hours

:

Games and
Amusements,
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tulking and smoking, The village children play games similar to
those 1 urban areas,

The principal festivals are the Holi, the Dewili, the Gangor and
the Tejii-ji-ki-meli (the fuir of T efiji} wnmong Hindus, and the Mohar-
ram, the two Ids, and Urs Dargih Khwija Sahib among Muhamma-
dans. The Holi and the Dewili are the two great festivals, held all
over the country when the spring and autnmn harvests are ripe.
The Holi festival is attended with some local peculiarities of an
interesting nature. The Oswils of Ajmer have a procession, which
they call Rdo:a man dressed as a bridegroom and seated on a
cot is earried in procession through the Oswdl quarter. Men and
women play on the Rdo with long syringes, in which they use
water and the red powder (gulal), which is the distinctive feature of
the Holi. Women from the tops of houses use their syringes very
effectively, while the Hao carries an open umbrells to ward off
the deluge. In Beiiwar there is a procession of a much more dignified
nature, known as Badshd, in wéﬁch a man dressed as a Raji is
carried through the streets, with people dancing and singing and
occasionally throwing red powder. After passing through the town,
the Riji is taken to pay his respects to the Assistant Commissioner,
Merwira.

Another peculiarity of the local celebration of the Holi in Merwira
18 the game called ahera, which is held on the first and last days
of the festival. A whole village turns out into the jungle, each man

* armed with two sticks about a yard long, called pokhri or kutha.

The people then form a line and beat for hares and deer, and, as they
start up, knock them over with a general discharge of sticks. The
village headmen provide opium and tobacco, and the bag is cooked
and eaten at the feast whi::lh ends the day.

The festivals of Dewsli and Dasahra are the same as in other
parts of the country. The Gangor festival, which is celebrated by
Mab&jans, begins a week after the Holi and lasts for 20 days. It
is held in honour of the return of Parvati, wife of Shiva, to the home
of her parents, where she was entertained and worshi ped by her
female friends. Images of Shiva and Parvati are puradedp through the
streets with music, and the places where thy are kept are illuminated
at night and worshipped. ‘The festival of Teji-ji is confined to the Jits.
This fair is held about September. The Jats, both men and women,
keep awake the whole of the previous night, and worship the deity
by singing songs and bringing ofterings of cooked rice, barley and fruit.

The principal Muhammadan festivals of the Moharram and the
two Ids oare the same as elsewhere. But an exciting spectacle
is added by the sword dance of the Indarkotis, the inhabitants
of the Indarkot mohalla of Ajmer ecity, in which 100 to 150
men, armed with sharp swords, dance and throw their weapons
about in wild confusion. The Urs Khwija Sahib is a fair held at the .
Dargih in the Muhammadan month of Rajab, and lasts for six days.
Muhammadans came from 1l parts of the country to worship at the
tomb of the saint, Muin-ud-din Chishti, and the yearly number of
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ilgrims approaches twenty-five thousand. The proceedings consist
r the most of recitations of Persian poetry of the Sufi School,
at an assembly called the malfil. The recitations are kept up
until 3 o'clock in the morning, by which time many pilgrims are in
the ecstatic devotional state technmically known as hal. One
{ﬁculiur custom of this festival may be mentioned. There are two
cauldrons inside the Dargih, one twice the size of the other,
which are known as the great and little deg. Pilgrims to the
shrine, according to their ability or generosity, propose to offer a
deg. The smallest sum for which enough rice, butter, sugar
almonds, raisins and spices can be bought to fill the large deg is
Rs, 1,000. Besides this, the donor has to pay about Rs. 200 in presents
to the officials of the shrine, and in ofterings at the tomb. The small
deqg costs exactly half the large one.

When the gigantic rice pudding is cooked, it is looted boiling hot.
Eight earthen pots of the mixture are first set apart for the foreign
pilgrims, and it is the hereditary privilege of the people of Indrakot,
and of the menials of the Dargih, to empty the cauldron of the
remainder of its contents, After the recitation of the Fatiha, one
Indrakoti seizes a large iron ladle, and mounting the platform of the
deg ladles away vigorously. All the men who take part in this
hereditary privilege are swaddled up to the eyes in cloths to avoid
the effects of the scalding fluid. When the m13dmn is nearly empty
all the Indrakotis tumble in together and scrape it clean. There is
no doubt that the custom of “looting the deg” is very ancient,
though no account of its origin can be given. It is generally counted
among the miracles of the saint that no lives have ever been lost on
these oceasions, thongh burns are frequent. The cooked rice is
bought by Mahgjans and others, and most castes will eat it.

%niike the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, where three names
are in general used for the identification of a male, the proper name,
father's name, and family name, in Ajmer-Merwira as in all northern
India, the practice is to use one name only. Oceasionally it happens
that two persons with the same name {mt of different castes, add
their fathers’ names for distinetive purposes; but this is rare. Each
person has his zat or family name, wLich in rare instances is derived
from the place of his ancestors, but it is not used in addressing him
either by speech or by letter.

Every male of the “twice-born” classes has two names (@) the
janam-rasi-nkm, only used at weddings, at death, and when the stars
are consulted, and () the boltu nam by which he is generally known,
The system of nomenclature is simple, and the names are generally
of religious origin, or are given out of affection or fancy. Instances
of the former are Har Lil, Rim Singh, Shiv Charan, and of the
latter Sundar Lal, Gulziri Lal, and Pritam Chand. But there is
an almost infinite variety of such names. Among the usual suffixes
attached to names it may be remarked that Chand, Mal, Bhin, Pal
and Karan are principally used by Jains, On the other hand Datt
(given) is exclusively a Brahman soffix.

Names and
Titles,
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Among the agricultural classes the males nsually have one name
only, which is a cgiinutive of a name of a higher elass.  For example,
where a Mabijan or a Brihman would call himself Birdhi Chand,
Bherin Ram or Udai Mal, the agrieulturist, whether Jat, Gajar, Mali
or Mer, would be known as Birdha, Bherin or Udn. Except in rare
instances the lower classes never use the suffixes Ram, Lil, Chand
and the like, Among them the name of the wife often corresponds
with that of her husband, as Udi the wife of Uda.

Childrens' names take diminutive form in “un,” as Moru, Phalw
Occasionally Muhammadan names are used by Hindus and Jains,
apparently out of reverence for the Muhammadan saint, whose Dargih

15 at Ajmer. Or it may be a legacy of the conciliatory policy of
Akbar. Some sections of uhmmmﬁms, who were originally Hindus,

have retained to this day their Hindu family names,

Among the names of places, Nasiribad is the only instance of
the suffix “sbad.” Many villages have names ending “wis,” meaning
place of residence, and in “ wira,” which means enclosure. Examples

are Mingaliiwis and Bandanwira,
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Ajmer and Merwara are physically very distinet from each other.
In Ajmer, plaio country is tlI:e rule and hills the exception. There
are several ranges of hills, but they spring more or less imm diately
from the plains, and there is little cultivation among them. The
Pushkar pargana, cut off from the rest of the district by the Nig-
Pahir range, possesses a very peculiar character. It is entirely m
:E‘El:f hillocks of pure sand interspersed with depressions of rich soil.
gand hills n]i‘:sarh and retain the rainfall, prevent evaporation,
and allow the water to percolate slowly to the lower groumfo Here
streams run but a short distance before they are finally absorbed. The
soil is too sandy for irrigation tanks; but the hills contain the ooly
two important natural lakes in the district. The Gangwina pargande
occupies the plain between the northern extension of Nag-Pahir on
the west, and the Srinagar and Kishangarh hills on the south., This
plain drains to the north towards the Sambhar lake; the well land
lies mostly along the main drainage channel, and, except under the
hills to the south and west, there are few tanks. Along the lines
where wells can be made, and under tanks there is much good cultiva-
tion, but in its general character the country is a broad unirrigated
lain. East of the Srinagar hills and stretching south to Nusirabad
is the Ramsar pargana. The broad shallow valleys or depressions in
the plain offer better capabilities for irrigation than in Gangwana.
In some 11;»111.5, especially towards Ramsar, there is much salt in the
soil, as the old salt mounds or agars seattered over the country
show. In Rajgarh, south and west of Ramsar, the villages under
the hills have light and sandy eoil, while in the plain there are some
excellent tavks and good well cultivation. The plain of the Ajmer
pargana is ill-adapted for tanks, but almost all the villages have
“elg dependent on the percolation of the Sagarmati, in which the
supply is constant and good.

n Merwira, in contradistinetion to Ajmer, the hill country is
the rule and the plain the exception. The two ranges of the Aravalli
which meet near Jawaja, enclose a valley which tapers from its
extreme width on the north to a point at the south. In this valley,
about two miles west of the main range of the Aravalli, runs a low
range through which in former times the drainage had forced for
itse%f numerous passages. By blocking these a line of magnificent
- tanks from Dilwira on the north to Lusani II, on the south, has
been made. Below these tanks villages are numerous and the

population is dense.

General
Conditi
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South of Jawija, excepl the outlying wvillages of Jaitgarh and
Bheron Khera in 'ilnwi:r, Pi'or some 35.:1 :Ejles, until Gudha Lakha is
renched, the whole breadth of the district is a confused mass of hills,
and the caltivation is confined to the valleys and terraces made on
the hill-sides. There are many tanks, but fow of any size. For some
ten miles south of Gudha Lakha there is a narrow plain on the
Mewiir border bounded still on the west by the Aravalli range.
South of Barjal agnin the whole district, including the outlying
villages, is hill. Tanks in this part are rare, and well cultivation the
rule. The ranges culminate in the penk of Goramji, south of
Todgarh, which rises to more than 3,000 feet above the sea.

In general, the cultivated soil of both districts is composed of a
mixture of stiff yellow loam and sand, in proportion ofone to two, No
superficial portion of soil is absolutely clayey, and alluvial soil is only
found in the beds of artificial tanks, In tracts where euphorbia are
common, carbonate of lime is found in large quantities. The richest
soil in the province is among the sand hills of Pushkar, where
!::fnrcane is grown without irrigation. But elsewhere all the most

uable cultivation is irrigated either from wells or tanks, The rain-
fall throughout is too precarious for the dry cultivation to be much
considered by the people.  Where it is carried out, the fields are some-
times surrounded by low embankments to retain the rain moisture as
long as possible. All dry crop land is classed together as barani,

and no sub-classification has so far been att.umpted. Irrigated lands \1:_ ?

are classed as chahi, talabi and abi, according to the means of
irrigation employed.

As the slope of the land is in every direction away from these
districts, there is no permanent under-current of percolation to feed
the supply in the wells Both they and the tanks are dependent
upon the rainfall.  In Ajmer, where the beds of the nuallas are sandy,
a sufficiont amount of water is absorbed during the rains to supply
the wells on either bank; but wells can only profitably be made
within a short distance of the stream. In Merwim the beds of the
drainage channels are rocky and the slope of the country greater.
Tanks are essential to catch the rainfall, which would otherwise flow
off mpi&l{ into Marwir and Mewir, and not give the wells any chance
of filling by percolation. In many parts the soil is thin and the rock
very near the surface, J

Among the hills and valleys of Merwiira there is a system of
petite-culture. Small fields have been made with great labour by
terracing the hill sides and building up the lower end with stone
walls to prevent the soil being wn.aﬁed away. Where the walls are
sufficiently substantial to act as a dam and retain moisture, these
fields, locally known as paraband are classed as abi., Abi strietly
means land in the beds of tanks, which is everywhere cultivated
after the tanks have dried up in the spring or hot weather.

In the dry erop lands in many villages of Ajmer there exists a
system shifting cultivation called halsara, a survival of the original
idea that the dry crop land was of little value and could be cultivated

'
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by any one. The custom is that a village sharer or cultivator takes
a plough each year in the halsara area, for which he pays a sum
fixed by village custom, ranging from Rs 2 to Re. 7. In exchange
he is entitled to sow a certain area, which again varies by village
custom, between 6 and 28 acres. The owner of the plough settles on
the bit he fancies, and as long as he uses only one plough, no one
enquires what area he occupies. When the land is broken up, til
is sown, or if the season promises exceptionally well, gram, and after
this the land remains for one year the private land of the sharer, in
which he may grow jodr. In the third year the cultivator abandons
this, and goes to another spot, and the first piece lies fallow until
someone else takes a fancy to the whole or part of it. Such a custom
could not exist in a tract where rain is plentiful and dry erop land
valuable. Even in Ajmer halsara possession is in many villages
erystallizing into ownership.

As the soil is light and deep plonghing exceptional, a single pair
of bullocks is generally sufficient for draught. The agrieultural
implements are similar to these used in the United Provinees, and have
no distinctive features. No new appliances have been introduced
into the districts. In the kharif season succeeding the great famine
of 1899-1900 hand ploughs drawn by men were tried, to make up
for the deficiency of cattle. Some land was brought under cultivation
by their means, but they never became popular, and have now disap-
peared.

According to the census of 1901 the agricultural population
amounted to 2,564,763, as against 262,551 in 1891. The decrease was
due to the disastrous famines of the decade. In Ajmer the agricul-
turists numbered 53-8 per cent. of the the total ]:N]Pl:]’ﬂtiﬂﬂ. The per-
centages of actual workers and dependents were 635 and 36°5 in Ajmer,
and 628 and 377 in Merwira. The cultivators are principally Jits,
Gajars, Mers, Merits and Rawats, whose numbers were returned m 1901
as 27,946, 36,248, 21,649, 3,554 and 32,209 respectively. The Jits are
the best cultivators, and the Gijars come next in this respect.

In preparing for the kharif harvest, the land is ploughed up to-
wards the end of April and beginning of May. It is then left till
after the first rains have fallen, when it is re-plonghed and taken
under various processes till it becomes ready for the sowing. For
rabi the ploughing is generally done in September. The land thus
ploughed 1s allowed to stand for a month, when it is plonghed a second
time, and harrgwed before the seed is sown.

In dry crop areas manure is not used, but in the irrigated lands,
owing to the general rness of the soil, especially 1 Merwira,
heavy manuring is absolutely necessary. M uch of such land in both
districts is cropped twice in the year; there is little scientific rotation
and no rest, so the necessity is sufficiently apparent. The salty soil of
the Ramsar pargana gives excellent erops when heavily manured, but
without it is almost worthless. A full manuring of chahi or talabi
Jands is considered to be 360 maunds to the acre every third year, bup
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this is a rate not often reached. The greater proportion of the cattle
in the district are kept for purposes of manure. That of sheep and
goats is more valuable, but their destructive habits made them
unpopular until the heavy losses of cattle during the recent famine.
Ashes, house sweepings and vegetable manures are also used to some
extent. Nightsoil is in considerable demand as manure among the
villages near the towns : it is not available elsewhere,

The principal erops, in order of extent of area cultivated, are
maize, joar, or great Indian millet, barley, cotton, oilseeds, bajra, or
bulrnsh millet and wheat. These occupied respectively 199, 154,
161, 101, 71, 6:5, and 3:5 per cent. of the average cultivated area
during the ten years ending 1899-00. Maize is sown in June and July
and is harvested in October and November. Where irrigation is
available it is watered two to three times. Its average out-turnin
ewts, per acre is 110 in bardni land and T-34 in rrigated land.
It is rotated with barley and cotton, the land remaining fallow for the
pubi harvest before the cotton is sown in Hmri{.

Barley is always a vabi crop. It is sown from 15th October to
15th November and is reaped in April. In irrigated lands it is
watered from three to five times, and yields an average of T34 cwts.
per acre. In dry erop lands the average out-turn is only 146 cwts,
Jodr is only grown as a dry crop; it is sown in June and July and
harvested in October and November, and has an average yield of 173
ewts. per acre. Bdjra is sown at the same season and also in dry
lands only; its average yield is also 173 cwts. per acre.

Cotton, though not first in point of area, gives of all the erops
the most valuable return to the cultivator. It is sown in June and
July, and the seed is mixed with cowdung and ashes, with the idea of
increasing its germinating power. The crop is picked in November
and December, and gives an average yield of 3'11 ewts. per acre in
irrigated and 1'10 cwts, per acre in unirrigated land.  In the former
it is watered from five to seven times during the scason. After the cotton
is reaped the land is always left fallow for one harvest before maize is
sown on it, as already described. 7'l is sown in dry lands in July and
August, and is reaped in November; its average yield is 1 ewt. per acre.
Gram is a rabi erop, and is sown in dry erop lands in October and har-
vested In ,&Pﬁl, with an average out-turn of 1'73 ewts. per acre. Wheat,
also rabi, 18 sown in late October and early November. In irrigated
lands it is _‘u'n.t.emd from three to five times before the harvest in April,
when its yield averages 75 ewts. peracre. In barani land the average
out-turn 1s only 173 ewts, It is rotated with maize and barley, after
which, with one intervening harif fallow, it is again sown.

The other erops (food as well as non-food) are very limited. Sugar-
canc cultivation i1s confined to the rich soil of the Pushkar valley,
where it grows without irrigation, and gives an average return of
884 cwts. per acre. Poppy is cultivated in the Todgarh talsil as a
wabi crop in irrigated lands, where it is watered from six to eight

fimes, The aversge rield of poppy heads is 275 cwts. per acre,
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Chillies are sown as kharif in wet erop lands.  They require much
irrigation, from 15 to 20 waterings, but the average out-turn of 219
ewts. per acre gives a good profit to the cultivator. The remaining
crops deserve no special mention.

In all cases the cultivators endeavour to retain the best grain for
sood. There is a prejudice in favour of loeal seed grains of all kinds
as against foreign varieties, Seed of the previous year's crop is always
used, as the local belief is that it loses some of its germinating
properties if kept for longer. There are no model farms in the distriet,
one started by Mr. Saunders having proved a failure ; and it is feared
that the influence of the Agricultural Department’s publications has
not done much towards the introduction of improved systems or new
varieties,

Extension and decrease of cultivation is merely synchronous with
or bad seasons, so far as recent years are concerned, In the
earlier history of the district, however, when tanks were being built
and Merwira was being surveyed, considerable extension too place.
There were 58,079 acres under irrigation in 1884, as inst 51,049
in 1874, and the unirrigated area cultivated had tis-anag:‘: 1,19 467
acres to 1,32,242 in the same period.  But after the great famine the
total irrigated area in 1902-03 had fallen to 87 046, and the unirrigated
cropped area to 1,33,686 acres. The eultivation of poppy has de-
creased in Todgarh sinee the introduction of the Excise Rules, while the
demand for raw cotton and its profitable return have caused its cultiva-
tion to increase steadily in popularity. Its average of 12,426 acres
betwoen 1881-1800 had risen to 21,011 acres in the next decade.
Famine and searcity, however, caused a fall of these latter figures to
12,756 acres in 1902-03. In this year, while in some cases the
aren under cultivation of a particular erop had increased, the
miuctinn had decreased ; this was markedly the case with wheat,
ey and cotton.

Fruit and ::fumhle roduction is chiefly confined to a few

ens cultivated by milis near Ajmer, although some vegetables
are also grown in the municipal gardens at Beawar. The fruit is
generally poor in quality, and no great variety of vegetables is
obtainable. There are no model fruit or vegetable gardens in the
provinee.

The introduction of the Land ImEmwmmenta Act of 1883 and of
the Agriculturists Loans Act of 1884 as, by making money’ available
at a reasonable rate of interest, done much to modify the effeets of
rocent famines.  When the private lenders refused to advance money
for seed and bullocks or for wells, and credit was severely contracted,
the working of the two Acts was of the utmost value. Since they
came into operation until 1902 Rs. 5,59,653 had been advanced under
the Land Improvements Act,and Rs. 555,734 under the Agrienl-
turists Loans Act. In good seasons punctual repayment of instalments
is usual, but the famine, while making large advances necessary, made

prompt repayment impossible, and at the end of September 1902
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Rs. 2,04,106 were outstanding under the Act of 1883, and Rs, 2,08131
ander the Act of 1884, Under the former Act 917 new wells had
been constructed at a cost of Rs, 74,984, which irrigated 1,851 acres;
4,230 old wells were deepened and repaired at a cost of Rs. 2.46,662,
with an irrigable area of 9,328 acres; while 206 other irrigation works
were constructed or repaired, costing Rs, 2,53,415 and irrigating 6,458
acres. The latter Act, supplying money for maintenance, seed and
purchase of cattle, has formed one of the most valuable recuperative
agencies after the ravages of famine.

The amount of private indebtedness both in Ajmer and in Merwira
is enormous. Accurate statistics are not available, but, from inquiries
made in Ajmer in 1900-1901, it is believed that the amount of private
debt is over Rs. 10,00,000. That in Merwira is probably no less,
In 1885, at the time of the last settlement, it was calculated that
30,319 acres (including 19,778 acres of land mortgaged at the previous
settlement) of land were mortgaged for Rs. 1238755 and 3,857
maunds of grain.

Recent ealamities therefore, have increased the indebtedness by
about two-fifths. The Rajput estate holders, who cannot encumber
their estates beyond their own lives, have a large amount of private
debt, notwithstanding, and owed to Government for loans advanced in
the famine the sum of Rs. 1,56,132, part of which has, however, been
recently remitted. In 1872 a regulation was passed for their relief,
and their debts, amounting to 7 lakhs, were taken over by Govern-
ment at 5 per cent. interest. This debt to Government had been
almost entirely liquidated before the recent famines made further
loans necessary. The rates of interest on private debts vary
from As. 8 to Bs. 2 per cent. a month. When given in kind
it amounts to about one-third of the produce of the mortgaged lands,
The large majority of money-lenders belong to the professional money-
lending classes.

Years of famine give an opportunity to the grain-dealers to sec
what would otherwise be hﬂdp ebts, "%'rhere is uglwn}fa a large nmagﬁ
of unsecured debt, which has descended from father to son, or consists
of extortions of the grain-dealers which they could not recover in a
civil court. A hungry man is not over-cautious as to what he puts
his name to, and the grain-dealers find their opportunity in the
necessity of the cultivators, who, if they require food, are obliged to
sign bonds or mortgage their lands for the full amount which the
g:;n-denlers state as due to them. Mort is generally of a usu-

tuary kind, and formerly the mortgagee only rarely took possession
of the land. But of recent years it has become more comnion
the land being handed over to a third person for cultivation, owing'
to the ﬂiﬂicult.] found by the mortgagee in recovering his dues from
the original mortgagor, who is protected by the courts from paying
more than a certain amount of the produce by way of interest. Sales
of land in execution of decrees are forbidden, except with the sanction
of the Commissioner, In the present state of public credit, it is
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difficult to sce how Agricultural Banks can succeed in the provinece.
The question is, however, receiving attention.

Owing to the want of any lurge pastures and permanent water/
supply, the district is not weltadapted for systematic eattle and horse’
breeding. Formerly large numbers were kept, and were grazed upon
the hills and village pasture lands during goed seasons, and were
. taken to Milwa and more favoured districts when the rains fuiled.

The enclosure of the forests, however, tended to redvce their number
to what was actnally required for agricultural purposes, as the village
pastures became more limited. But on the other hand the opening
of free grazing in the forests leaves a valuable resource to save what
eattle there are in famine times. Of reeent years restrictions have
been put by many Native States upon cattle immigration for grazing
lluq;)m. and emigration when necessary is usually in the direction
of the United Provinces, There is no indigenous breed of eattle
deserving special mention, and the cultivators get their cows eovered
by bulls of various breeds. The cattle, as a rule, belong to four stocks,
t‘]?;e Rendi Khin, Dhiora, Marwiri and Mewiri. The first breed
supplies the best milch cows, while the lust three are stronger aud
are generally used for field work. The average price of a bullock is
Ra. 80, of a cow Bs. 25, of a she buffalo Rs. 40 and of a ealf of either
specics Rs. 15. A scheme for stationing Government bulls in central
“H'if]:es to improve the breeds of eattle 1s under contemplation.

orse breeding is rare, and more so since the recont famines,
Until recently efforts were made to encourage it by keeping an
Arab stallion at the Veterinary School at Ajmer, and by offering
rewards at Pushkar fair for colts and fillies sired by him.  The average
value of the local pony is about about Rs. 50.

Sheep and goats are kept everywhere, especially since the want
of cattle has increased the demand for other manure. They are very
hardy and are little affected by famine. Their average value is
Rs. 38 apiece.

The most important horse and cattle fair is held at Pushkar in
November. Animals come from all parts, prizes are given by Govern-
ment from the i:m:nmis of the temporary tolls, and selling and buying
are usually brisk. Two eattle fairs of minor importance are held at
Beawar and Kekii at the time of the Teja celebrations in early
September.

Mention must here be made of the Rajputana Veterinary School,
which was established in Ajmer in 1804, with the idea of supply-
ing veterinary assistants for Rijputina. At the same time a Civil
Veteri Department was started with a view to improving the
breeds of horses and eattle. A European officer holds the combined
appointments of Principal of the Veterinary School and Superin-
tendent, Civil Veterinary Department. He teaches medicine and
surgery in the school, where he is ass'sted by three lecturers on bovine
pathology, anatomy and physiology, and chemistry and materia
medica, respectively. A hospital is attached to the school. Since
1894 131 veterinary assistants have been trained, and 4,774 animals

Cattle,
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have received treatment. A farrier teaches men who are sent from
Native States to learn farriery. Under the E'll[lf:rinti_'ml{'llt. Civil
Veterinary Department, there are veterinary nassistants attached to
the Beawar Municipality and the Ajmer District Board. The Super-
intendent goes on tour every year to inspect vetvrinnﬁy dispensaries,
to visit horse and ecattle fairs, and to give advice regarding horse and
cattle breeding. He also investigates any cises of outbreak of conta-

ious disense, and inspects the horse and cattle boxes and trucks on
ﬁw railway. Government have recently decided to abolish the School,
and place Rijputina under the Civil Veterinary Department of
Baluchistin nnJ]?iind.

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the various physicial and
meteorological conditions which make irrigation so important a factor
in the agricalture of the provinee.

The idea of tank embankments was one which early presented
itself to the minds of those conversant with the district. The Bisla
tank was made by Bisal Deo Chanhan, about the year 1150 A.D;
his grandson, Ana, constructed the Anisagar; the tank at Rimsar was
built by Ram Deo Pramar. In Merwira the large tanks of Dilwar,
Kalinjar, Jawija and Balad date from long before our rule. The
have wide eurthen embankments, generally faced on both sides wit
flat stones, and closing gorges in the hills.  With ordinary care they
will lnst as long as the hills which they unite, and their construction
furnishes a auﬁat.nntinl proof that befors our rule the principles of
subordination and co-operation were not unknown in Merwiira,

The tank embankments at present number 531, of which 377 are
managed by Government, the remainder being in charge of the
villages or the municipalities, There are 1,502 tanks in dslimrari
and jagir lauds, which are managed as part of the estates: a few
tanks constructed within jagir and minor istimrdri lands by Govern-
ment are managed by the Public Works Department and are included
in the previous totals. The majority owe their existence to Colonel
Dixon, who ruled Merwira from 1836 to 1842 and the united districts
from 1842 to 1857. He gives a very full account of them in his
« Sketch of Merwira,” Chapter X1I, et seq. The best site for an
¢mbankment is a narrow gorge, where, by uniting the hills on each
side, the drainage of the valley above can be stopped and the water
thrown back to form a lake, which will irrigate direct by a sluice,
and feed the wells below by percolation. Such sites are, however,
limited, and since the famine works of recent years nearly all of them
have bheen utilized, though in many cases the embankment is capable
of much improvement. In the open parts of the districts, where
Colonsl Dixon made n large number of tanks, the embankments run a
considernble distance from one rising ground to the other. Some are
nearly two miles in length. The centre portion of the dam arrests
the flow of a drainage channel, and the water spreads on each side
to the rising ground. Every tank is pmvidu& with an escape to
prevent the water topping the embankment during floods. These
tanks are generally very shallow, and seldom retain any water after
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the antumn harvest has been irrigated. Colonel Dixon attempted
at first to form earthen embankments, but the soil is so devord of
tenacity that the plan was early abandoned.

~ There -are four kinds of embankments in the districts. First, a
wall of dry stone backed by an earthen embankment and faced with
a coating of mortar, generally combined with a dry stone retaining wall ;
secondly, a musonry wall backed with earth, the masonry and embank-
ment being of greater or less strength in proportion to the weight of
water to be retained. Thirdly, an earthen embankment, with or with-
out a masonry cora wall. Fourthly,a wall of masonry withont any em-
bankment. This last is the best, and is adopted in the more hilly
parts of the district, where the gorges do not exceed 100 yards in
width. Similar to these are the small masonry weirs thrown across
a malla in its course through the hills, in order to ensure a supply to
the wells on either bank.

The embankments of the Government tanks are in charge of the
Public Works Department. They are inspected annually in Decem-
ber, when estimates for necessary repairs are submitted for sanction.
Tt was noted at the last settlemont that new sluices and new ducts
Were very necessary in many cases. Thus the ducts of the large
Ramsar tank were formerly laid out on no system; for long distunces
two and even three and four ducts were running side by side, owned
by different interests, and each wasting water by overflow, evaporation
and pereolation, Of recent years this has been remedied. Ducts are
fed in general by the gravitation flow of the water from the tank, but
in cases of deficiency the water is often raised by lifts to the mouth
of the sluice.

In the time of Colonel Dixon the water revenue was added to the
ordinary assessment of the village, aod both were paid together. The
system was to fix 6 per cent. upon the cost of construetion of any
tank within the village and add the amount to the previous assess-
ment.

At the time of LaTouche'’s Settlement a change was introduced in
the case of the first class tanks in Beawar and Todgarh, and almost
all the tank-irrigated villages in Ajmer. In their case the water
revenue was entirely excluded from the khewat, and the, villages
were assessed at so much, plus a lump sum for water revenue. is
lump sum was to be made good from the fields actually irrigated each
year, unless its incidenes on the irrigated area exceeded a certain
fixed maximum, or fell below a certain fixed minimum. Out of a
total of Rs. 55,432 water revenue, Rs. 37,172 was thus assessed, The
balance, chiefly derived from smaller tanks, remained under the former
fixed system, g which the water revenue, though separately recorded
for the whole vitlage and for each holding, was include in the khewat,
or record of individual responsibility. In 1885 Govermment tank
works were grouped into crop rate tanks, variably assessed tanks
paying a fixed assessment maintained by Government, and tanks
paying a fixed assessment and repaired by the villagers.  There are
now 45 crop rate tanks, 80 under variable assessment, 243 paying
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fixed revenue, and 9 paying on a combination of the variable and fixed
systems. In crop rate tauks the area irrigated is recorded each year,
and assessed to pay revenue at certain rates which vary as the
crop grown. In the variable system there is a rate which varies be-
tween a certain maximum and a certain minimum according to the
standard area, which is fixed. The assessment is based on the total
tank arca, whether irrigated or unirrigated in the autumn harvest.
In the spring harvest the water revenue is assessed at full rates if the
tank water is above sluice level on 15th February. If the wateris
below sluice level on that date the revenue is assessed on the num-
ber of irrigations given. In the fixed assessment a lump sum is
taken irrespective of the area irrigated. Besides the land urigated
by flow from the tanks, called talali, there is also yearly cultivation
in the dry beds of many tanks called abi. The assessment of this
class of Jand is also both fixed and variable. At the ast settlement
16,106 acres of abi land eame under the former system and 7,176
under the latter.

The average annual receipts from water revenue during the ten
vears ending 1890, amounted to Rs. 581705. In the next decade
the average had, owing to suspensions and remissions on account of
fanine, fallen to Rs. 56,8690, In 1902-03 Rs. 35,626 were collected,
while Rs. 38,900 were outstanding as arrcars.  These figures include
the water revenue from well-irrigated lands situated within the limit
of the tank areas. Before 1880-81 the total eapital expenditure on tanks
in Ajmer-Merwira amounted to Rs. 14,23,794. Between 1880-81
and 1589-90 Rs. 2,22 887 were spent. In the decade ending 1900 the
expenditure, owing to the large construction works carried ont during
famine, rose to Bs, 11,78.529. In 1902-03 the capital expenditure on
tanks was Rs. 80,439, Up to the 31st March 1803 the total capital
outlay had been Rs. 30,80,122. Except in years of drought the works
average a return of about 3 per cent. on their capital cost.

There are few permanent wells in the districts ; in general they,
like the tanks, depend upon the rainfall percolation for their water
m:ﬂ};lf. In the Ajmer district the beds of the nallas are sandy, and a
sufficient amount of water is absorbed during the rains to supply the
wells on either side. In Merwara, where the beds are rocky, LIE:: wells
depend more upon the water which is retained in the tanks. Per-.
colation tends to keep water in the wells as long as there is water in
the tanks. When the water of a tank dries and the subsoil water
sinks, the water level in the dependent wells sinks also, It is not,
however, always the wells lying directly below a tank that benefit
most from it, Percolation frequently, though by no means univer-
sally, shows itself along lines of natural drainage, but it always works
ﬂu[nlﬁ the line of least resistance, which may or may not be reflected
on the surface, Instances of the latter frequently oceur. In Bir
there is some improvement to the wells for a short distance below
the tank, but the same result shows itself ten miles away in Udaipur
and Tikaori in the Kishangarh State. In the British territory be-
tween there is no change, so that the water passes under Srinagar b;r
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a natural syphon. The effect of the Kalinjar tank is not felt so much
in the wells below it to the west, but the wells in the village of Pilin
in Mewir, which lies to the east and is separated from it by the main
range of the Ardvallis, depend on it for their water supply. Other
cases could be cited.

A few wells which may, perhaps, be called “ permanent " exist In
hoth districts. But the term is here merely relative. The springs
from which they derive their water depend ultimately upon the
infiltration of rain water, and as there is no supply from the outside,
it only needs a long enongh drought to dry up every well in Ajmer-
Merwara. These comparatively permanent wells are most common
at the foot of hills, such as i{i]gnrh and Kothaj of Ajmer, or along
stream beds draining from such hills as those near Beawar. In no place
are they numerous. Gopilpura in Bedwar with seven, and Chaplidn
in Dawair with twenty, are tﬁe villazes best off in this respect,

Where the water is plentiful the Persian wheel, or dhimdu, is |
generally used to draw it from the well. In other cases the ordinary
water lift by bullocks with the long pull rope and bucket, called
charas is employed. There are two kinds of charas distinguish-
ed locally by the names potlia and soondida. The former
requires four bullocks and three or fonr men to work it, and can
irnigate an acre of land in about six hours. The latter, with only two
oxen and a single attendant, takes twice as long. Irrigated fields are
divided into small beds, some 60 or 100 per bigha, in order to dis-
tribute the water. Some five years a)glu an attempt was made to intro-
duce iron buckets in place of the charas, but they were not found
satisfactory. A kacha well, without masonry, averages about Rs. 50
in cost. The price of a masonry well ranges from Rs. 200 to Rs. 700,
according to its depth, diameter and the nature of the soil. At the
last Settlement there were 2,879 wells dependant npon Government
tanks, out of which 2,622 were assessed to water revenue.

In 1901, so far as can be ascertained, the total number of wells in
use in Ajmer-Merwira (khalsa) was 13,655, of which Ajmer had 6,511
and Merwaea 7,144, From these, 25,033 acres were irrigated, paying
assessment to Government of Rs. 43,193. The average irrigated area

well was, therefore, 205 acres, with an average water rate of
E 1-8-T per acre.



Ronta,

CHAPTER V.

L]
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The larger proportion of Ajmer-Merwira, with the exception of the
istimrdri areas, is cultivated by resident landlords. Where tenaney
exists, it is genérally that of tenants-at-will or of expfprietary tenants.
The latter are those who have mortgaged their lands, but are continued
in possession under the terms of the mortgage. In all istimrdrs estates
cultivators are considered to be tenants-at-will until the contrary is
proved. They generally, however, hold under contract leases, and pay
rent at fixed permanent rates, and are lable to ¢jectment only on
breach of the terms of the contract. Rent is determined by agreement
between landlord and tenant, and is usnally paid in kind.  The land-
lord's share varies from a half to a quarter of the produce of the land,
according to the quality and capacity of the holding and the terms of
the tenancy. So in the case® of land irrigated from wells, where the
landlord pays Government dues and supplies seed and manure, he gets
half the produce. If he pays Government dues only, he gets one-third.
If he pays nothing at all towards Government dues or expenses, his
share will not exceed a quarter. In tank lands the landlord gets half
fmduoe where he pays Government revenue and half the expenses,

f he pays the Government dues only he receivesa third. In the case
ot dry crop land a third of the produce is the nsnal share of the land-
lord. Rent in kind is called bants. Its actual quantity is decided
either by appraising the standing crops, or by dividing the produce
after the grain has been threshed out. The former system is known
as kinte and the latter as latai. On certain crops, hiwever, rents
are paid in cash.  In eases of cash rents the standing crop is measured
at each harvest, and the rents are caleulated eicher at fixed rates
mentioned in the Record of Rights at the Settlement, or according to
special mtes agreed upon between landlord and tenant. The cash
rents vary from Rs. 2-8 to Rs 8 per acre according to the ecrop.
In Ajmer among the kharif crops cotton, maize and sugar-cane in well
lands usually give rent in cash. In the subiscason, cash rents are
ont{ Fuid for lands which grow melons, vegetables, garden produce
and lucerne. In the ease of opium the rents are paid partly in cash
and partly in kind, and vary from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 per acre. In Mer-
wiira rents paid in kind are almost universal ; eash rents are rare.

The only local legislation regarding rents refers to exproprictary te-
nants. B}'amgulntiull passed in 1877, their rents are fixed at one-third
less than the ordinary rents for similar lands in the vicinity, These rents
are, however, usually fixed so as to bring to the mortgagee landlord
intercst at a ﬂpec{ﬁizll rate on the money advanced by him, and are

independent of the total produce of the land, They are locally called
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ghitgri, and are due even if the lands remain uncultivated. Exproprie-
tary tenants cannot be ejected for non-payment even by deeree of a Civil
Court, without the sanction of the Commissioner. Owing to consequent
difficulties in recovering their dues, the tendency is ming more
and more for money-lenders to advance money only on terms of
mortgage with possession. They then employ third persons to culti-
vate the land as tenants. In the Settlements a halfof the gross produce
is calenlated as cost of prodaction, one-sixth as Government reven ue,and
the remaining one-third as the landlord’s profits. There is no tendency
visible for cash rents to displace rents in kind. In the present cir-
cumstances the latter system seems both to tenants and landlords to
possess the greater advantages. Under it, enhancements and abate-
ments due to changes in area, to improvement and deterioration, or the
rise and fall of prices, are adjusted automatically.

The average daily wage of an unskilled labourer is 2. annasin
rural areas and between 2 aund 4 annas in urban areas. The wages of
unskilled labour have not changed since 1881. They are usnall
paid in eash, but agrieultural labourers are sometimes paid in kind,
receiving grain of the equivalent value of the cash payment. During
the three famine years ending in 1801, the dominating money wage has
been that paid on the Government relief works, which is scientifically
calenlated and gives the worker enough to live on, and probably, when
a family is on the works, a margin for saving. In the towns, masons,
blacksmiths and carpenters get an average wage of 4 to 8 annas a day,
as against 5} to 10§ and 5} to 8 annas in 1881 and 1891 respectively.
The Railway Locomotive and Carriage and Waggon Shops in Ajmer
give emg;].u}'munt. to a large number of skilled hands. In the -
motive Shops the maximum rates of their wages vary from Rs. 7-8
per day, in the case of European fitters to 5 annas a day in the case of
strikers, the minimum varying from Rs. 2 to 2annas.  In the Carriage
and Waggon Shops the daily wage varies from a maximum of Rs. 2-12
to 3 annas a day, the minimum being from Re. 1 to 2 annas according
to the class of labour. The maximum daily wage paid in the Krishna
Cotton Mills at Beawar is Rs. 1-4, and the minimam is 14 anoas.  In
rural arcas carpenters, biscksmiths, leather makers and other village
servants get alluwances of grain from the villagers in return for their
services, Thus, carpenters, potters and blacksmiths are given 15 seers
of grain per plough at each harvest. - If a cultivator owns a well with a
Persian wheel he his to give then 30 seers, owing to the ter
amonnt of labour required for repairs. At the reaping time tﬁ:ﬂnnm
given in addition by each enltivator a sheafl of corn weighing about
5 seers. When the seed is being sown they receive a contribution of 2
secrs of seed grain from each cultivator. If, however, a carpenter

repares 4 new plough for a landholder, he is given 2 annas extra for
is labonr. If he makes o new cart he is p.siﬁ separately for it, or is
fed for a time in licu of payment. Tanners or baldis, for repairing
shoes and assisting iu the storage of manure, get from 5 seers to 20 seers
of grain per harvest from each household.  1f they have to supply new
shoes and other small leather articles, th: allowance por harvest is from

Wages.
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20 seers to a maund. If a new leather bucket is prepared, the eulti-
vator has to feed the tanner in addition. The food allowance, consist-
ing of & mixture of wheat, ghi and gur is called lash. Barbers are

iven 10 seers of grain per harvest for every adult male in the village.

rommers (dholis) get a share of grain per house per harvest, and :ﬁ:
priests receive a smaller allowance. In addition, all are given some-
thing at the Holi and Dewali festivals and upon inarriage occasions,

As es in rural areas are to so large an extent paid in kind, they
have not been much affected by the price of food grains. There has
been no extension of the railway system since 1879, nor have factory
and mining industries developed so as to affect wages. Times of
scarcity and cousequent temporary rises in prices have not resulted
gnnenﬁly in increase of wages. The ordinary work available decreases,
while the demand for it increases. The labourer is willing to ascept
his normal or even a decreased money wage in order to secure employ-
ment at all As already noticed, In such times the price Imiz{ I'lr
labour on Government relief works, as representing the subsistence
miuimum, becomes the dominating wage, Only the wages of domestie
servants in towns have risen considerably of lats years,

The prices of the staple food grains in 1902-03 at Ajmer, Beawar
and Todgarh respectively were in quantity per rupee :—wheat, 12
seers 11 chittaks, 13 seers 8 chittiks ::nn'.{I 12 seers § chittak:
barley, 16 seers 11§ chittaks, 17 seers 83 chittaks and 16 scers
2} chittiks; jodr, 17 seers 13 chittiks, 18 seers and 19 soers T
chitliks; bajra, 16 seers 6 chittiks, 15 seers 84 chittaks and 16 seers
3} chittiks: and maize, 18 scors 7} chittiks, 18 seers 12 chittaks and
18 seers 11 chittaks. In this year deficient rainfall had produced
famine conditions in Merwara, anc prices on the whole were higher than
in the previons decade. It is noteworth i, however, that the absence of
octroi and the I!nrwuit.-n{.we of the sawda system of contracts among
the merchants of Beawar made the grain prices in Merwira generally
lower than those in Ajmer. Taking maize as a representative food
grairr of a large bulk of the population, we find that during the last
three decades its average prices at Ajmer, Beawar and Todgarh res-
pectively varied as below :—b-tween 1873 and 1880 they were 21 seers
12 chirtaks, 23 seers 1 chittak and 24 seers 15 chittiks respectively ;
between 1881-1800 they where 23 seers 3 chittiks, 25 seers 9 chittaks
and 28 seers 12 chittiks, Betwecen 1891-1900 the average price
rose considerably, being 18 seers 12 chittaks, 20 seers 11 chittiks and
22 seers 10 chittaks respectively. From 1871 to 1890 there had been a
long series of prosperous years, the railway had given improved
communication, and cultivation had extended, so prices m]ﬁaay.
But the natural calamities of the fullowing decade more than counter-
acted the improvements in transport, and prices were bound to rise.
In 1891-92 the rise was inconsiderable, as the searcity was purely
local, and imports promptly arrived to meet the demand. In all s -asons
a certain amount of importation is necessa . a8 the districts do not
produce safficient for their own consumption. Imports come mainly from
the United Provinees and the Punjib, and famine in those Provinees in
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1896-97 raised prices in Ajmer-Merwiara. In the famine of 1899-00
grain was alwa; pru-curahIle in the most distant part of the districts
at a price which nowhere exceeded 7 seers to the rupee. The extra-
ardinary prices of the 1869 famine, due to imperfect means of communi-
cation, can hardly be seen again.

The material condition of the urban population is generally satis-
factory. That it has been s=o little affected by the recent famine is
due to the railway. The standard of comfort among the well-to-do has
been gradually rising and European articles such as mineral waters
and ice are widely used, Among the richer classes an increased
use of articles of dress of European fashion is also to be observed. If a
middle-class clerk be taken as an example, it is seen that he bas suffi-
' cient income to enable him to live with comfort in a town. If he is
in the service of Government he has a pension to lvok forward to, and if
in that of the Railway, his Provident Fund savings. He can afford to
dress well, to diet himself liberally, and generally to give his sons an
English education. In rural areas, on the other hand, the effects of the
famine are shown in a perceptible falling-off in the standard of living.
The quantity of the daill:,r food has diminished, the stores of ornaments
and houschold vessels are depleted, and smaller amounts are spent on
clothing. The less initial cost has eaused many to clothe themselves in
the cheap and flimsy foreign cottons rather than in the stronger reza
cloths of local manufacture,  Little margin is left for luxuries such as
liquer 2nd opium. - Expenses on social ceremonies have been curtailed
considerably, rather from stern necessity than from patural habits of
thrift. On the other hand many conveniences are available which
were unknown to previous generations, and matches, kerosine oil and
cheap cloths from Lancashire or Bombay mills are procurable in every
substantial village. Indebtedness has increased ]]ur;h_relj.r among the
cultivators, but the difficulty of recovering debt on the part of the
money-lenders has recently led to a contraction of credit. Liberal
grants of takdvi by Government have tended to rectify the situation;
much revenue has been suspended and much remitted.

The labouring classes have been the most affected by recent famines,
and since 1870 their position has probably never been worse. They
are living upon the border line of the subsistence minimum, and any
failure in their usual employments makes it necessary for Government
to go at once to their relief. The recognition of this fact has had a
bad effect upon their moral though adding to the security of their
material condition. During the famine the istimrardars incurred
considerable debts to Government, but their existence was not allowed
to interfere with their standard of living, and in general their mate-
rinl condition is unchanged.

Material eon-
dition of the
People.
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CHAPTER VI

Foresrs,

The history of the forest administration in A]iimer-]![nrwim
deserves notice, as it explains the peculiarities whie distinguish
some of its rules from those of ordinary British distriets, In ancient
times the hills about Ajmer were probably covered with serub jungle,
but they were dennded of trees long before the commencement of
British rule. The Marathas are generally given the credit of the
denudation. Merwara, described as “impenetrable jungle” in 1819,
had, after 50 years of peaceful Government, reached a condition
not much better than that of Ajmer. The demands of the town of
Beawar, of the cantonment of Nasirgbad, and for wood to burp lime
for the tank embankments, joined to the absence of al] attempts at
replacing what was destroyed, left but fow trees in any accessible part
of the district, and by 1870 wood of all kinds had become exceedingly
scarce and dear. Colonel Dixon alone, in the intervening period,
paid any attention to the planting of trees, and the gordens of Ajmer
and the nim trees of Beawar owe their existence to him, Aftor
his death, no attempt was made either to plant in the plains or to
re-forest the hills as they rpidly became bare. But in 1871 Govern-
ment sanctioned the proposal to a point an Assistant Conservator
and Sub-Assistant Conservator of orests, more for the purpose of
creating than of conserving forests, The operations were not intended
as directly profitable speculations on the part of Government ; their
principal aim and object was an indirect and climatic advanta . to
prevent the minfall rushing down the bare hillside carrying in its
course what little =oil remained, and to cause it to penetrate into the
crevices of the rocks and fill the springs. It was hoped that the roots
of the trees and the vegetation would retain and create soil on the
stcc*ssslﬂpes, and, by lowering the temperatnre of the hills, cause the
clouds passing over the district to part with their moisture within
its boundaries,

Apart, however, from the intrinsic difficulty of re-furesting the arid
hills, it was not casy to obtain the land. The waste land had been
made over to the village communities by the Settlement of 1830, and
it had of old been mutﬁa use of by them for grazing purposes, and as »
support to fall back upon in years of distress by the sale of wood.
And it was naturally the hills where there was most wood that the
Forest Officer was most anxious to take up, and the people most loth
to part with. It was therefore determined to resume the manage-
ment of certain chosen tracts, and to take up the land under an
ordinance of the Governor-General in Council. This was done under
Regulation No. VIL of 1874, by which the proprietary right vests in
Government as long as the land is required for forest'pu 5. To
compensate them for the deprivation, certain rights in Eeuc lands
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are secured to the villagers. They are allowed to cut within
the forests, and such “'I)Ddg:;S is reasonably necessary for their household
requirements and agricultural implements, and their rights of way

reviously existing, are maintained for them. Tt was further stipu-

ted that two-thirds of the net profits from the management of the
forests should be distributed among those persons who, previous to
the taking up of the land, were interested therein. As a matter of
fact the revenue of these reserves has yet been insufficient to cover
the expenses, so no profits have been distributed. Only in two years
(1890-91 and 1891-92) has the revenue exceeded the working expenses.
All other years have shown deficits. But the supply of grass and wood
available for the right-holders has increased to such an extent that the
people have in reality profited by the protection of these areas, and
the benefits of the measure are beginning to be recognized by the
more intelligent among them.

The forests, as at present existing, consist of three clsses—State
Forests taken up under the above-mentioned Regulation and covering
an area of 142 square miles, Protected Forests, covering 101 aeres,
and Village Estate Commons. The last are insignificant in area
(6 acres), and are voluntarily placed under-local conservancy by their

roprietors.  Formerly they amounted to 10 square miles, but in
1900-01 the greater proportion was, at the request of the owners,
withdrawn from the management of the Forest Department. Nine
hundred and forty-seven acres are appropriated for nurseries and
plantation operations. Of the reserved forests by far the larger
portion (90,747 acres) is in Merwiira, Ajmer having 17,974 acres,
he forests are either fenced or efficiently demareated by masonry
pillars or by stone slabs at suitable distances. The eulture operations
are of two kinds, sowing during the rains and transplanting of young
trees from the nurseries.

The principal trees found in the forests are the dhokra (anogeissus
pendula), the silar (boswellia thurifera), the kompta (acacia rupes-
tris), the babul (acacia arabica), the khair (acacin catechu), the
orinja (acacie lewcophleoa), the khejra (prosspis spicifera), the gol
(odina wodier), the nim (azadirachta indica), the disan (rhus
mysorensis), the farangan (grewia pilosa), and the gangan (grewia
populifolia). These indigenous trees grow easily from seed, and, if
the rainfall is favorable, require no irrigation. The babul is the
only tree which furnishes wood usefal for any other purposes
than fuel. The chief exotic trees, the acclimatisation of which is
attempted, are the pipal (ficus religiosa), bar (ficus bengalensis),
faris (lamarie m-:'.eutu!m}, siris (neacia speciosa), mango (mangifere
indica), jiman (eugeniu jowmbolana), shisham (dalbergia sissoo),
and the cork tree (millingtonia hortensis). They are difficult to rear,
as the young plants require much watering; none of them will grow
on the hillsides, and they only thrive in good soil.

The Forest administration is under the control of the Commissioner
and the District Officers. The former exercises the powers of a
Conservator of Forests, while the latter have those of Deputy Conser-

Troes,
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vators. The District Officers are assisted by an officer of the Provin-
cial Forest Serviee of the United Provinces, who is resnonsible for
the technical part of the duties and for general supervision over the
works, He exercises the powers of a Divisional Forest Officer.
The forests are worked under a sf'st{.»m of coppiee fellings, with stand.-
ards. The coupes are either sold in a lump sum to a purchaser, or
the produce is removed at a fixed rate per cart, camel, or donkey load.
The standards are marked by the Departmental subordinates, and
fellings are conducted under the supervision of the foresters or range
officers. As, under the Regulation of 1874, the local villagers have
considerable rights over the grass and timber in the forests, the

oduce available for sale to outsiders is correspondin ly diminished.
gﬂfﬂl‘t'ﬂ.ﬂﬁt&i}" the relations of the people with the partment are
far from satisfactory. This is due largely to discontent on the part of
the villagers with the restrictions imposed on indiscriminate fellings
and grazing. The latter especially was a serious complaint of the
villagers, but steps have been taken to remove it by opening the
forests to the grazing from March to June vearly, a period in which
fodder on village lands becomes searee.

In general the local demand for fuel is amply met by the State
forests. But the large towns of Ajmer, Beawar and Nasiribad create
demands which the limited and right-burdened forest areas in their
vicinity are inadequate to supply. There are no separate sub-divi-
sions for fuel and fodder reserves: both are produced under the same
treatment and within the same areas. In times of famine the reservid
tracts are thrown open to the villagers for grazing, and for the
removal of dry wood for fuel at nominal rates. The restrictions even
upon lopping and felling for fuel have been removed in time of severe
scarcity. Forest fires oceur occasionally in the hot weather. The
villagers generally furnish ready help in extingnishing them and in
burning and clearing the preventive fire lines,

During the ten years ending in 1890, the average annual revenue
was Rs. 9,141, and the average annual expenditure Rs. 15,159. The
average deficit was therefore g.'; 6,018. During the next decade the
average annual revenue was Rs, 14,719, and expenditure Rs. 16,077,
showing an average annual deficit of Rs. 1,358, In 1902.03 the figures
of revenue and expenditure were Rs. 10,973 and Rs, 15,520, respec-
tively, with a deficit of Rs. 4,547. The continued deficit is largely
due to the amount of fodder, fuel and timber given away free to the
right-holders every year, and the provision of which is the main objeet

the forest management in Ajmer-Merwira. But for this, the results
would show a surplus.

Traces of many minerals are to be fonnd among the hills of Ajmer-
Merwira. ‘

The Tarigarh hill at Ajmer is rich in lead, and iron and
o;pcrer mines have been worked, but did not pay their expenses, The
1 mines of Tarigarh were farmed by the Marithis for Rs. 5000
yearly, the custom being for the miners to receive three-fourths of
the value of the metal as the wages of their labour, and to cover
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their expenses in sinking shafts.  Mr. Wilder, the first Superin-
tendent of Ajmer, took the mines under direct management, and
they produced annually from 10,000 to 12,000 maunds of lead, which
was sold at Rs. 11 per maund. The Ajmer magazine was the chief
customer, and on its ceasing to take the metal in 1846, the mines
were closed. The lead is admitted to be purer and of a better quality
than European piglead, and it is chiefly owing to the want of fuel
and of cheap transport that it has been driven from the market
There is no longer the same demand for the metal as in the troubled
times at the beginning of the last century.

Since 1899 progress has been made in developing the mining
industries in other directions, mica and asbestos especially receiving
attention.  Of recent years the demand for the former metal has
increased enormously, owing to its valuable properties as an insulating
medium for electricity, New sources of supply are being sought for
everywhere, and as mica oceurs very abundantly throughout the dis-
trict, Ajmer-Merwira is being exploited by prospectors. The deposits
consist mainly of muscovite of a similar quality to the Bengal ruby
mica. Other qualities are, however, frequently to be met with,
including biotite and phlogopite. Of these, the former is quite
useless from a commercial point of view, while the latter, although
of sound quality, appears to occur only in crystals of too small a
size to be of much value. The same remark applies to the dn:lpoaita
of muscovite, the majority of which are too small to be worked with
profit. Some specimens of larger erystals have, however, been found,
and itis possible that more may follow. The value of two of the
known deposits is considerably “depreciated on account of all the
crystals being densely stained by nterlaminar inclusions of a ferru-
ginous substance,

At present thorough prospecting work is being undertaken at some
seven or eight different arcas in the district, but 1t is thought probable
that nmone of the deposits extend to a greater depth than 30 or 40
feet. In these circumstances, the work is carried on in the form
of open quarries, which can hardly attain to the dignity of “ mines.”

t the moment of writing, about 400 labourers, men and women, are
employed on mining operations within the district. They are mostly
of the agricultural class, and come from the villages nearest to the
deposit that is being worked at the time. The men earn on an average
from 1} to 2 annas per day, and the women 1 anna.

Asbestos ocenrs in some three or four deposits round Sendra, in
Merwar, and is now being mined in small quantities. The quality
is, however, poor, and apparently the mineral is wanting in those
textile characteristics which are so necessary for most of the uses to
which asbestos is put. Most of these mining operations are earried
on by two Companies, who have been granted licenses.

matite exists in considerable quantities in some of the hills,
especially near Sroth in Merwira, but on account of the absence of
coal it has not been considered worth working. Traces of copper are
also to be met with, and lead is said to exist 10 the south of Merwira

Mica.
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as well as at . Garpets and aquamarines have been found
in the Ajmer district.

Good building materials are abundant, and stone is largely used
for purposes for which wood is employed elsewhere in India. Door
frames are often wmade of stone, and the best roofing is formed of
slabstones resting on arches or on stone beams, while thin slabs
are sometimes used as slates. The best quarries in the Ajmer dis-
trict are at Srinager, where slabs 12 or 14 fect long by 3 or 4
feet in width can be obtained. Near Beawar, slabs nof quite so
large, and generally too hard to be dressed with a chisel, are quarried
at Atitmand. At Khetra Khera, about 6 miles north-east of
Beawar, limestone slabs are found which ecan be dressed. Near
Todgarh good slabs have not been found, but beams 10 or 12 feet
long and uneven in thickness are procurable,

For rubble masonry stone is everywhere to be met with, The
best quarries are in the hills running between Ajmer and Nasirgbad,
and down the east side of Merwara. °The stone here is found in slabg
of almost any size, both sides perfectly parallel : and if it is carefully

uarried one smooth face can generally be obtained. For ashlar work
lmestone and granite are procurable.” Marbles of various colours are
quarried in the vieinity of Ajmer.

Lime is burnt from kankar and from limestone, and the latter
kind is preferred by the natives. The limestone generally used in
the city of Ajmer is a gray stone obtained near the village of Naralli,
about 6 miles from the city. The lime obtained from it is not Very

ure, but is temacious, and bears a large admixture of sand, At
fil.khnpum, Kilesra Konlai and other villages, a pure white lime-
stone is found, but the stone is hard and difficult to burn. Limestone
is also found in abundance near Beawar, Kankar is to be met with
in all parts of the district, but varies considerably in quality as n
carbonate of lime. That which breaks with a blye fracture, and which
when breathed on causes the moisture t» adhere, is considered fit for
lime burning. Kankar lime has higher hydraulic properties than
stone lime, and is generally used by the Public Works Department,
No material, however, producing good hydraulic lime has as yet beeu
discovered in the district.

Materials for road-making are everywhere abundant, For heavy
traffic, broken limestone, the refuse of the slabstone quarries, or
granite are found more suitable than kankar, which, though it makesa
smouth even road, will not stand heavy traffic. Fur the istrict roads
any coarse, brittle stone if not too micaceous, or an inferior kind of
gravel called barha is often substituted for stone or J nkar, They
are everywhere found, are easily dug, and answer the purpose very
well where the traffic is light. _
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ARrTs AND MANUFACTURES,

Ajmer is not remarkable for arts and manufuctures, while Mer-
wiira is even less so. Indian art has always required the stimulus of
wealthy patronage, and such no longer exists in the province. It has
been remarked that, as a rule, the accident of patronage has alone
determined the home of artistic industries. The Mughal Emperors
no longer rule in Ajmer, and the wealthy Seths are but inditferent
supporters of art. The best artificers of Rijputina ure to be looked
for in Jaipur, Jodhpur, Alwar, Bik&ner, and other Native States,
where patronage is still available. The industries of Ajmer are similar,
but inferior.

There is no silk weaving, and hand industries are limited. The
cotton hand-looms in Ajmer and the larger villages turn out cloths
known as veza, khes, dhoti, susi, and chdérkhana, for local use,
Reza is a stiff white cloth made from native thread, used largely
for garments by the peasantry. It is also the favourite medium
for the dyers, who print designs upon it with wooden stamps,
which are cut in Marwar. The local industry is, however, perishing
in the face of foreign ecompetition, and cannot revive. Khes
cloth has a diagonal pattern, owing to the threads of the weft
being twined alternately with those of the warp. It is used
for sheets and chadars by the lower classes. Susi is a narrow
eotton fabrie, used only by Mubammadan women for trousers: it has
stripes lengthwise down the piece of a different colour from the ground-
wor Charklana is a sort of superior susi with a check pat-
tern. Towels, table-linens and other ecloths are made in the Ajmer
Jail. Fabrics made there of country reza cloth, dyed red with
al root, and stamped with patterns in black, are very’ popular in the
rural aress. The cotton bed-covers and printed floor-cloths of Bedwar
are the best in the district. Carpets and rugs are manufactured in
the Ajmer Jail only, Considerable trouble has been taken to secure
attractive designs, and the old Indian patterns, as well as those of
Kashmir and of Persin, are reproduced here. There is nothing note-
worthy er distinctive about the jewellery, most of its forms being well
known in the adjacent Native States, such as Jaipur; and those of
.ﬂ]]mer are generally inferior. The Mers wear rough ornaments of
silver or of base metal which sometimes preserve old forms, while
ornaments bearing the figure of their hero, Tejaji, are common among
the Jits. None of them deserve special mention.

_Of artistic metal vessels there is practically no manufacture.™ The
viliage blacksmith’s art is limited to implements of husbandry of the
roughest description. Gadulia loh&rs of the wandering castes supply
rough locks, knives, spoons, etc. The brass and copper vessels made
in the towns ore plain and without special charagteristics, Artistic
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4 ARTS AND MANUFACTURES.

pottery is unknown. Though some of the houses of the wealthier
citizens of Ajmer are adorned with rich carvings in wood and stone, the
best workmen have to be obtained from outside the district. The
turners of Ajmer are chiefly employed in making rosaries, combs, ete., of
sandal wood, which are ]'.mrchpnsed by the pilgrims who resort to the
Dargah. They also turn bangles of ivory, the only deseription of ivory
work known in the district. Bangles of lacquer work are also made, but
are inferior to those of Delhi. Many of the carpenter class have
c];::ntained employment in the workshops of the Rijputina-Malwa
ilway.

Tiuat:‘r Krishna Cotton Mill at Beawar is the only factory. The
concern was Hoated as a Joint Stock Company in 1889, with a capital
of Rs. 7,00,000, and the mill started working on 1st June 1891, In
1897 there were 250 looms and 12,312 spindles working, and 542
hands were employed. The out-turn was 13,81,080 lbs. of yarn, and
5,18,252 bs. of cloth, of the total value of Rs. 6,58,323. In 1902 the
number of spindles was the same, but the looms were 252, and the
number of hands employed had risen to 606. The tota] value of the
out-turn was Rs. 731,803, consisting of 13,91,290 1bs, of yarn and
7,78,292 Ibs. of cloth. The yarn is spun in combs of from eights to
twenties, and cloth of coarse quality is made from the local thread for
use as dhotis, shirtings, chadars, and khadis. A small quantity
of fine cloth is made from warp and weft imported from England.
Such cloth and yarn as are not used locally are exported to Agra and
Cawnpore. The rates of daily wages paid vary from 2} aupas to
20 annas in the case of men, from 2 annas to 5§ annas for women, and
from 1} annas to 2} annas for children.

There are six hydraulic cotton presses at Befwar, three at Kekri,
and one at Nasirgbid. The annua profits on each of those at Beiwar
vary from about Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 8,000, The three presses at Kekri
are said to clear about Rs. 10,000 each every year, and the one at
Nasiribii about Rs. 2,000, There is alsoa inning factory at Kekri,
with an annual profit of Rs. 3,000, Cotton from the States of Mewar,
Kishangarh, Tonk, Kotih, and Bundi is brought to the presses at
Kekri and Nasiribad. The Beawar market draws its supplies prinei-
pally from Mewir, though some of the cotton wsed in the Krishna
Mills is imported from Berir. According to the census figures of
1001, 13,908 persons were supported by the varions branches of the
cotton industry. There are no other factory industries in the districts
besides those mentioned. As their range is so restricted, their influence
upon internal migration is insignificant. The permanent employvees
in the mills and presses are few in number, and the supply is adequate,
Their material condition is generally good. In the spring and summer
large numbers of women come into the presses for employment as cotton
pickers. With the first fall of the rains they return again to their
villages. The temporary ocoupation is of mﬂmhle assistance to the
labouring classes in the season when agricultural operations are at a

standstil,



CHAPTER VIIL

CoMMERCE AND TRADE.

In ancient times Ajmer was an entrepdt for the trade between
Bombay and upper India. As early as AD. 1614 an agency was
established there for the East India Company by Mr. Edwards of the
Surat factory, and for many years the city was the principal mart
for the exchange of European goods and the produets of Rijputina
and northern India. But the dimensions of the trade are not known.
It appears to have been at all times hampered by vexatious customs
and duties, and many of these were continued until after the British
oceupation of the districts.

Before 1879 the trade of Ajmer city had fallen off considerably,
owing to the competition of the urowing towns of Bedwar and Nasir-
ibad, but it has revived with the cstablishment of the railway.
Whereas the transit trade of the district was formerly entirely carried
by comels and banjara bullocks, it is now mostly railborne. There is,
however, still a certain amount of conveyance by camels and bullocks
into Marwar on the north, and to the couth down the main road to
Deoli and the Native States beyond Deoli. Similarly the Merwira
district is fed chiefly from Bedwar, the grain being carried u the
tract by road in carts. By the same agency the cotton from Mewir
and the south arrives in the market at Beawar. Thisis clearly shown
by the export and import figures. In 1891 only 1,075 tons of raw cot-
ton were unported by rail to Bedwar, while 8,471 tons were exported.
The difference between these figures must have come into the market
by road. Ajmer, Bedwar, and, in a lesser degree, Nasirabad are the
three chief centres of trade. Kekri, which in the early days of British
rule bade fair to rival Ajmer as a trading mart, has been long in a
declining state. It is still, however, a considerable cotton mart,
and its exports of that commodity amount to about half those of
Beawar. As the province has but few manufactures, and produces
but little in excess of its own requirements, the import and export
trade in ordinary times is entirely one of transit. An import
trade can only exist in proportion as the province has something to
offer in exchange. Times of famine are of course exceptional, for
in these years the enormous grain imports are paid for with the
money spent by Government on works and other forms of relick

Grain and pulses, followed at a distance by sugar and jagri, salt,
metals and picce-goods form the chief imports of Ajmer. In 1881
the total imports were 7,138 tons, of which in amounted to 1,971
tons, and sugar and jagri to 2031 tons ost of the grain comes
from the Punjab and the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, the -ugar
and jagri from Bhiwani in Hissar and from the provinee of Agra. Pach-
bhadra and Sembhar in Marwir supply the bulk of the salt. Metals, seeds
and piece-goods come from the surrounding Native States, Caleutta,

Charmoter.
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and Bombay. Much of the sugar is re-gxported to Mewir. The
export trade for the same year amounted to GO1 tons, of which grain
formed the largest item. In 1801 the imports had gone up to 22,045
tons, chiefly owing to the increase in grain and pulses. Local crop
failure was met by large consignments from ontside, and 18,355 tons
were imported into Ajmer city. Exports were again out of all pro-
portion to imports, being 1,737 tons only. The year 1902, followin
the great famine of 1899-1900, found” grain imports still at a hig
level, 18,022 tons, Sugar and jagri maintained their average with 2,184
tons. The total imports were 22,196 tons, and exports only 1340
tons. It may be noted that in the famine of 1898-1900, 61,972 tons
of grain were imported into Ajmer, and 53,539 into Merwara All
these figures refer to railborne trade only.
. The most valuable export of the district is raw cotton, and of this
trade Beiwar is the almost exclusive entrepit. Besides the local
product, much of the cotton from Mewar and other southern Raj-
putana States is brought to Beawar, where it is pressed before export
to Bombay, Messrs, Rallj Brothers, Volkart Emtﬁum and many native
firms have agencies in Beawar, The export of raw cotton rose from
3,561 tons in 1881 to 8,471 tons in 1891. Tn 1900 difficulties connect-
ed with the Mewar border threatened the trade with extinetion, and
only 592 tons were exported, as against 8,424 tons in the preceding
year. They were, however, surmonnted, and in 1902 the figure rose
nE-mn to 4,683 tons. The grain imports to Beawar in 1891 and 1902
8how the same features as Erure already been remarked in the case of
Ajmer, and were due to the same canses. The total figures of il
me import to Begwar in 1881, 1891 and 1902 were 16,015 tons,
31,011 tons and 25,082 tons respectively, The total export figures
for the same years were 11,930 tons, 15,350 tuns and B,711 tons re-
spectively,

It is difficult to form CVen an approximate estimate of the total
exports from the whole provinee, e istimrari estates, with the
exception of Junia, Pislngnn, Sathina, Keyhinis, Pranhera, Kadhera,
Goella, Shokla and Keron), have never been measured, and there are
1o satisfuctory returns of the crops grown in this portios of the Ajmer
district, Théir exports consist of grain, cotton and opinm.  Withont
reliable returns of the area unﬁ:; grain erops in these estates,
which in area exceed one-half of the Ajmer district, it is impossible to
caleulate how much more grain is produced 1n an average year than
18 necessary to supply local consumption. Cotton is largely grown
in the istimpdari estates, but most of it finds export via Ajmer or
Bedwar

The Mahsjans or Banigs are by far the most important trading
elass in the province. There are a few Parsi shopkeepers in Ajmer
and Snsirlhid?m
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The main line of the R&jputana-Malwa Railway, from Ahmadabad
to Delhi, passes through Ajmer and the north of Merwira from west
to east for a length of 59 miles, The Ajmer-Khandwa branch of the
same railway ruvs through the Ajmer district due south of Ajmer
for 414 miles, The portion of the line north of Ajmer and the portion

wards Nasiribad were surveyed in 1869, and that south of Ajmer

wards Ahmadibad in 1872, The construction was commenced in
1873 and completed in 1876. The portion connecting Nasiribad with
Chitorgarh was finished in 1881. The latteris constructed for a single
metre-gauge track, but sufficient land has been taken u}la to admit of
another track being laid, if necessary, hereafter. The line was con-
structed by Government, by whom it was worked until 1st January
1885. It was then taken over on lease by the Bombay, Baroda and
Central India Railway and worked as part of that Company's system.
The head-quarters of the railway have been located at Ajmer, and
handsome offices and extensive locomotive and carriage and waggon
shops have been constructed there in connection with the line. Ajmer
city is 275 miles from Delhi, the terminus of the main line on the north,
and 305 miles from Ahmadibad, she southern terminus,

The total mileage of railway in the district being 100§, the
number of square miles of country per mile of milway is 26°97. The
average cost of construetion per mile came to Rs. 81,551.

“The local traffic has steadily increased since the line was opened.
During the Pushkar and the Ajymer “Urs"” annual fairs, there is a
heavy pilgrim traffic in the direction of Ajmer. Via Befwar it
carries much of the cotton of Marwar and Mewir to upper India and
Bombay.

The opening of the line has conferred great benefits on the district.
The population of the towns of Ajmer, Beiwar and Nasiribid has
increased steadily since 1881; the railway workshops at Ajmer give
employment to several thousands of hands ; and the increased facilities
for transport have resulted in the general cheapening of commodities.
The recent famines were so widespread throughout India that prices
of food grains were bound to rise high, but the railway has made it
possible for local searcity and even total crop failure to exist without
an appreciable rise in the price of food. This phenomenon wasa
noteworthy feature of the famine of 18901-92, The value of the
railway in thus preventing sudden and acute distress in any local area
can hardly be over-estimated. A railway line is now projected from
Birin to Marwir junction, and will pass through the Merwira district
at Pipli. The carthwork of this section was constructed in 1900, In
the same year the earthwork of a projected line from Nasiribad to

Bailways
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Deoli was undertaken, and completed to a point fifty-five miles south,
east of Ajmer.

Most of the roads in the district have been constructed or metalled
during yesrs of famine. Prior to 1869 the only metalled roads
were 14 miles between Ajmer and Nasirabad, and 7 miles between
Ajmer and Gangwana on the Agra road. But the famine of
that year gave a great stimulus to their construction, and before
1875 the Agra-Ahmadabad road had been motalled throughout from
the borders of Marwar 44} miles to the west of ﬁJ mer, 1o the bound-
aries of Jaipur State, 30 miles to the cast. From Nasiribad a metalled
road was made to the cantonment of Deoli, 57 miles, another in the
direction of Nimach and Mhow, extending to Barl on the Khari river,
28 miles, and a third from Nasiribad to Mangalidwas, 14 miles. The
road to Nimach, beyond Barl, though once metalled is now falling
nto disrepair. No addition to the metalled roads has since been
made in Ajmer. These roads are maintained from Imperinl funds.

Merwara was a country without roads before 1869, but during
the famine a tolerable road to Todgarh, and fair roads over the
Pakherifwas and Sheopura passes into Masada and Mewir were con-
structed. All of them are now metalled and in good order,

In 1891 the total mileage of roads maintained from Imperial funds
was 187, costing Rs. 27495 for maintenance, Maintained from
Distriet Funds were 304} miles of road, costing Re. 9.495 for upkeep.
Of this total only the Ajmer-Pushkar road, 8 miles, was fully metalled.
Municipal roads extended to 263 miles and cost Rs. 3,035,

In 1901 the mileage of Imperial fund roads was nnchanged, but
that of Local fund roads h:uf inl:h_-u.m_-:] to Hﬂi‘i} :]]i]g_-s. of which 33
miles were fully metalled. Their cost of maintenance was Rs, 47 914
and Rs. 3,264 respectively. The large increase in the former
and decrease in the latter is explained by the fact that 1901 was
a famine year, and famine lubour paid from Iniperial fonds was
employed 1n repairing the Loeal fund roads. In 1902, with the
same mileage, Rs. 18112 was spent on maintaining Tmperial roads,
Rs. 13,191 upon Local fund roads and Rs 2712 on Municipal roads,
Owing to the necessity for providing work for famine labourers, the
ronds, especially in Merwira, have tended to increase beyond the
power of the District funds to maintain them, and some of them are
falling into disrepair.

In addition to the roads, the district is served by a network of
country-cart tracks, the quality of which varies according to the nature
of the ground over which they pass. The country-carts are similar
to those used in other parts of Rajputina, They wre smaller than
those of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Springed and
tyred conveyances are little met with outside the towns,

Ajmer is the head-quarters station of the R&jputana Postal Cirele,
which is controlled by a Deputy Post Master-General, and is divided
into 4 divisional charges,

In the Ajmer and Merwira distriots there are at present 39 Im-
perial and 11 Distriet Dik post oftices.  The combined offices at
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Bedwar, Deoli, Kekri and Pipli also perform telegraph work ; all other
head and sub-offices and certain selected branch offices are em-
powered to receive telegrams for transmission to the nearest telegraph
office. The District Post is maintained by funds derived partly
from a local cess and partly from a grant from Imperial revenues.
It has 11 branch post offices, and there are 193 miles of Distriet Post
mail line. The offices are all worked by extraneous agents, who
reccive small stipends as remuneration for this service. As each
District. Post office becomes self-supporting it is taken over by the
Imperial Post, and with the funds thus set free another District
office is opened.

Besides the Rajputana-Malwia Railway telegmph offices ut all
stations on the line, there are telegrmph offices at five places in the
distrocts,  OF these, Beawar has o first class office, Ajmer, Nasiribid
and Deoli scoond class offices, and Kekri a thind class office. A
telegraph office was also opened at Pipli for famine relief purposes
on the 10th May 1900, and it is kept open pending the settlement of
the question of the ratlway from Marw&r junction to Lambia, which
will pass through Merwira ab this point. Proposals have been made
to open an office at Todgarh, but the idea was abandoned, as it did
not appear likely to be a financial suceess. Taking the four years
before 1901 at the five district telegraph offices we find that 29,746
telegrams were sent and 36,204 were received in 1897-08.  In 1595-99
the numbers rose to 33,031 and 39405 respectively. In 1399-00
there was a large increase, duc prubably to the necessities both of
traders and of officials in a famine year. The number of telegrams
sent was 45,088, and 46,350 were received. In the following year
1900-1901, under more normal conditions the figures were 40,230
and 46,143, The popularity of this means of communication is
evidently advancing, lB{uch use of the telegraphic system 1s made by
the native merchants of Ajmer and Bedwar, where a great deal of
opium and cotton speculation goes on, necessitating the use of urgent
wires,

Telegraphs,



CHAPTER X.

Famines,

What has already been written regarding the position, physieal
characteristics and rainfall of Ajmer-Merwira is sufficient to explain
why the province has always been peculiarly exposed to recurring
periods of scarcity, and oceasionally to the ravages of famine in its
worst form.  As the debateable land between the two monsoons, and
beyond the full influence of either, it is apt to fall a4 vietim to the
worst eccentricities of even an Indian rainfall, Deficiency in quan-
tity and irregularity of distribution are both to be feared, as either
may produce crop failure, Although Colonel Dixon has given it
as his opinion that 12 inches of rain properly distributed in any
village is sufficient to secure the payment of the assigned rent, the
history of the province shows how hard it has been for nature to
maintain that seemingly moderate standard, Searcity is seldom absent
from some part of tgu country. Formerly in such vears the people
in the afflicted tracts, taught patience by constant adversity, used to
emigrate with their families and cattle to more favoured regions,
and return to their homes in time for the sowings of the succeeding
year. Modern measures of relief, promptly undertaken, have somewhat
checked the tendeney in Ajmer-Merwara, but in Native States it stil]
continues, and the province, lying as an island among them, is on
the high road of the yearly migration,

The fickle nature of the rainfull thronghout the tract makes i
difficult to distinguish any special part as peenliarly liable to scarcity ;
even history pomts to no definite conclusion. The monsoon 15

enerally supposed to break at the end of June or the beginning of
§u|}', but a late commencement is less to be dreaded than a prema-
ture withdrawal. A heavy rainfall in September may, by filling the
tanks and assuring the rabi harvest, save a situation which appears
hopeless, but the bulk of the population depends on the antumn
harvest for their food supply, and both this and the grass for fodder
are imperilled by non-arrival of the early wains, When both the
south-western and north-eastern monsoons fail, the province is
destined to the miseries of a famine of the three great necessaries of
lifeg—rain, grass and water—called in the country a trikal or treble
famine,

Of recent years the opening of the railways and improved faci-
lities for import of grain have connteracted the tendency to a rapid
rise in prices in the case of local famines, Only a widespread scarcity
over India, as in 1899, can lead to the sudden heightening in the
price of grain, which does so much to intensify acute distress and
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precipitate the erisis. Transport of fodder is, however, more diffienlt,
and migration of the cattle-owning classes is one of the carliest
warnings of the commencement of scarcity. It is often accompanied
by av increase of crime against person and pm;!:ert}n But much
experience may be said to have given the people a knowledge of
the requirements of the Famine Code, and loudly-expressed demands
for the opening of local works can now be added to the list of famine
warnings.

The first famine in Rajputina of which we have written record
occurred in A.D. 1661. A memorial of it is preserved in the beauti-
ful marble band erected at Kankraoli in Mewar at the cost of
a million sterling by Maharina Raj Singh of Udaipur, to save his
people during the dire calamity. Other famines oceurred in 1746 and
in 1789, the%ntter of which is supposed to have exceeded in intensity
even the terrible one of 1812, which is eaid to have lasted five years
and has gained the name of panch-kal Three-fourths of the eattle
died, and, as stated also in the record of the famine of 1661, man ate
man. Traces of the devastation caused by this famine were visible
in Ajmer at the beginning of British rule.

Between 1812 and 1869 there was no general famine in R&j-
putina, but in 1819, in 1824, in 1833 and 1848 there was severa
scarcity in Ajmer.

For some years previous to 1868 the seasons had been irregular
and the crop deficient in Ajmer-Merwara. Stocks of grain had been
depleted, and there was no surplus with which to face the approach-
ing erisis. The rainfall of 1868 was unfavourable from I:Ee com-
mencement ; the early rains were insufficient for sowing; from the
15t June 1868 to the 1st June 1889 the average fall from all the
stations of Ajmer-Merwira was only T4 inches, or about ong-third
of an average fall. The state of Jaipur and Jodhpur was as bad
or worse. The south-west monscon failed entirely west of the
Aravallis. East of the range Indore alone got rain, and the starving

pulation of Central India and Bundelkhund flocked into Malwi.
E: Gnjarit a terrible flood in Augnst swept away cattle and ero
and destroyed the stores of gramn below the ground. The north-
eastern monsoon had equally failed, and great scarcity overshadowed
the North-Western Provinces (now the United Provinces of Agra
and Oudh.) Ajmer-Merwira was thus isolated in the midst of a
famine tract. It had no supplies of its own, aud, owing to want of
fodder, the ordinary transport by bullock-cart utterly broke down.
Camel transport was not available in the rains, and even when avail-
able was insufficient to cope with the demands of the sitnation.

Emigration began towards the end of August. Wheat was then
selling in Ajmer at 10 seers ; barley, jowir and grass were 12 seers per
rapee, Such was the scarcity of fodder that cows were offered for
sale at Re. 1 each, and good plaug\l‘l cattle at Rs. 10 a pair. Relief
works were commenced, but by November the condition of the
country was sufficiently dep]omhg:. The kharif had failed entirely;
half the cattle had been driven into Malwd ; water in she wells was

Earlier
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scanty and brackish, and the tanks were empty. As the season
advanced, the situation grew worse. The few irrigated crops were
destroyed by mildew and hail storms; the people were apathetic, and
the money-lenders would make no advances. The distress was m-
tensified by enormons immigration from surrounding Native States.
People were reduced to the necessity of mixing bark and roots with
the grain which they ground up to make bread.

oor-houses were established in April 1869. The rains did not
set in until July, and were then insufficient ; hope of the kharif failed,
even roots and bark became scarce, and the mortality was frightful.
Copions rain in September was discounted by a plague of locusts,
which destroyed from 50 to 85 per cent. of the standing erops.  Prices
tonched their highest point in September, when barley was sold for
3 seers per rupee in Ajmer city, but at times even men with money
in their hands were unable to get food. This was the crisis. There-
after, importation of grain commeneced from Bhiwini and Rewdri,
and the tension lnally slackened until the rains of the following
year brought relief. The losses were caleulated at 25 per cent, of
the population of 4,26,000, at 33 per cent. of the cattle, and 50 per
cent. of the plough and mileh cattle. Government spent altogether
Rs 15,220,074, eut of which Rs. 2,30,000 were given in gratuitous
relief.

As a direct result of these lamentable experiences, the system of
famine relief had been considerably improved before the province
had aguin to face severe scarcity in 1800-02. The Land Improvement
Loans Act of 1883 and the Agriculturist Loans Aet of 1884 had
provided the cultivators with new sources of ecapital, and, unlike the
operations of the native money-lender, these sonrces were allowed
to flow more freely, according to the severity of loeal scarcity. The
railways, too, had been opened, and importation of grain could be
prumlnt. and effective. In the local famine of 1891, grain prices rose
very little. But the railway could do little to import fodder for
cattle ; this was the greatest difficulty of all, and large mortality
among such as were not removed abroad for pasturage was inevitable.

Twenty years of mml];mbive prosperity had followed the dis-
astrous season of 1869. But in 1890, although the monsoon opened
auspiciously throughout the distriet, it stop %l abruptly in the early
part of August, the erops withered and indications of scarcity began
to show themselves. It commenced as a fodder famine, and the
emigration which started in October was confined to the owners of
eattle. As regards the condition of the people themselves the period
from October 1890 to August 1801 is more properly described as one
of scarcity., The Famine Code was not applied. Relief by means
of works was found sufficient. In Merwira the first was opened in
October 1890, but in Ajmer takdvi loans to the istimrardars and
cultivators adequately met the situation up to January 1891, Until
after the month of August the average number of labourers on the
works never amounted to more than 6,700, By the failure of the
monsoon of 1801, which gave an average rainfall of only 850 inches to
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Ajmer and of 1024 inches to Merwara, the scarcity deepened into
famine. The dronght continued throughout September aud October;
the winter rains were ulso unfavourable, and the autumn crops of
1891 and the spring erops of 1892 both failed. More extended relief
and the application of the Ajmer Famine Code became necessary.
The numbers on relief works, which were 3,623 at the end of September,
rose to 14914 by the end of October, and reached their maximuin
(29,471)in the following May. In this month sume 10,000 persons were
in receipt of gratuitous relief. The works were closed in October 1802,
when copious rains had fallen. The relief works in both districts
were almost entircly managed by the Public Works Department.
As a rule they were small and numerous, owing to the deficiency of
large works in the sanctioned programme. Relief other than that
on the works was distributed by the civil officers. There were only
three poor-houses, and these proved unpopular. A system of home
labour for the assistance of parda nashin women was tried in Ajmer
city.

}Thc total cost to Government of the relief operations amounted
to over 21 lakhs of ropees.

This famine had certain characteristics which distinguish it both
from the preceding and subsequent famines. The comparatively
stationary condition of food-grain prices, and the reasons for the
phenomenon have already been noted. A curious outbreak in the
shape of grain riots in many villages of Ajmer took place in September
1891. The village traders, who had stopped giving credit in August,
were the vietims, and the Mers are believed to have been the prin-
cipal instigators of the disturbances. For a short time things looked
serious, and the aid of cavalry from Deoli and Erinpura was called in
to assist the police patrols. But a show of force was sufficient, and
the lawlessness soon subsided. Again very few labourers from stim-
rari estates came upon the relief works, and, compared with previous
famines, the emigration into Ajmer-Merwara from adjoining Native
States equally affected by scarcity was very restricted. This was
due partly to improved systems of relief available in those States, and
still more to extensive emigration to Milwa,

The water level in the wells also fell to an unprecedented extent.
Many dried up, and the want of drinking water was a constant
anxiety, whicE even threatened at one time to render it impossible
for the people to live in Ajmer city. An epidemic of fever followed
this famine and caused great mortality.

The country was given but little breathing space before the next
disaster came upon it. The seasons of 1892-93 and of 1894-15 were
very fair, but that of 1895-96 was indifferent. The recuperative
capacity of the districts was shown by the fact that at the end of
the latter year the suspensions of Land Revenue given during the
famine (Hs 1,['.'3,?14}5%33-1 been practically cleared off, and of the
takavi loans (Rs. 6,08,854) only Rs. 1,43,951 remained outstanding.

But thereafter the situation gradually deteriorated until it eulmi-
nated in the great famine of 1809-1900. A partial failure of the

Famine of
1508-1900,
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kharif in 1896-97 was followed by indifferent vabi in 1807-98.
In 1898-09 there was a deficiency of rainfull, especially in
Merwira, and in this tract relief measures began to be undertaken
in November 15898, Until September 1899 these were comparatively
restricted ; village relief was not found necessary until May of that
year, and the total numbers in receipt of relief did not rise above
9,000 until the end of July. But by that time fears regarding the
rains, only too well justified by results, intensified the general anxiety.
Prices, W'Eich had shown an upwu:'f_i mmlemj' since May, began to
rise rapidly, and by the end of August the relief figures in Merwira
had been more than trebled,

September saw the rains ended in almost complete failure.  Ajmer
received 8§ inches and Merwira only 5. The tanks were empty,
wells were drying up, and a total loss of both erops was seen to be
inevitable. Nor was the disaster merely local. All western and
central Rajputina was similarly affected. Central India was declaring
famine, and Gujarit, where erop failore was hitherto wlmost unknown,
was entering upon the most calamitous period in its history. Bom-
bay was preparing for famine in all its districts south of Sind. 'The
prices of food grains mounted steadily. They reached their highest

int in October, when barley was at about 9 seers to the rupoe,
q‘c;-i!:i, though high, is in striking contrast to the level reached in the
1869 famine, and shows the great prophylactic value of the extended
railway systems.

Test works were opened in Ajmer in September 1899, and the
numbers rose rapidly in October. Thereafter, until the cold weather
of 1900, both districts were under the operation of the Famine Code,
The numbers reached their highest point in June 1900, when 68,728
persons, or 16 per cent. of the population, were receiving relief in
Ajmer. In Merwsra the pressure was even more severe, and at one
time T2 per cent. of the whole, or the entire rural population, was in
receipt of Government relief, and the percentage was over 70 for a
considerable period. The figures began to fall after the setting-in
af the rains in July 1900, and thereafter declined until relicf MeASUres
were stopped in November. The relief works undertaken consisted
chiefly oli? the construction of new and the repair of old tanks, the
making of new roads and collection of metal for existing ones. They
were under the management of the Public Works Department, The
civil officials arranged for the poor-houses, civil kitchens and dis-
tribution of gratuitous relief in the villages. Both departments were
considerably strengthened for the purpose, as it is now recognized
that ordinary district staffs cacnot cope unaided with the special
circumstances of severe famine, As compared with the famine of
1802, crime statistics were light, and the public peace was well
maintained throughout.

A notable feature of the famine was the enormous immigration of
famine-stricken wanderers from Native States. In the beginning of
the scarcity, thousands had passed through the districts on the wiy
to their usual migration grounds of M&lwa and Gujarat. But they
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found fumine there also, their cattle died, and as they struggled
homewards they helped to swell the death rate and tax the resources
of Merwara and Ajmer. It is estimated that half the inmates of
the poor-houses in the districts were foreigners.

The mortality during the famine itself was dwarfed by that of a
terrible fever epidemie which followed, and in the autumn of 1900
caused the deaths of 44,236 persons. During the whole year a death-
rate of 150 per 1,000 was reached in Merwira and one of 112 in Ajmer.
Infant mortality was especially high. Great numbers of cattle died in
both districts, and it is calculated that Merwira lost a half, including
many of the more valuable snimals. The Government forests were
thrown open to grazing, but the grass was scanty and of little ussist-
ance. State importation of hay was also attempted, but private
enterprise on the same lines proved more successful.  When the rains
eame in 1900 liberal grants of takdvi and of money from the Indian
Famine Charitable Relief Fund were made, and did much towards re-
plenishing the stock of eattle from outside the provinee, and giving the
pertPh: a fresh start. The cost of the famine was Rs. 47,64,566.

The great famine ended in the cold season of 1900. The rains had
been plentiful, and both autumn and spring crops were fair. But in
1901, although the rains began well in July and August and secured the
grass crop, they failed later, giving Merwara an average of only
10:81 inches and Ajmer 1291 inches. The result was a recurrence of
seareity in the latter and of famine in the former distriet.

Test works were opened in Merwara in January 1902 and were
converted into regular relief works in the succeeding months. They
were kept open until October of the same year, when relief of all kind
was discontinned, They consisted of three tank works, at Kakarichers,
Asan and Makrers, while 3 sections of roads were also improved and
repaired, The number of persons upon relief touched 1ts highest
point (30,446), in the month of August.

In addition to the works under the Public Works Department, civil
agency works were opened between May and July. Gratuitous relief
was confined to doles distributed in cash in the villages: it was found
unnecessary to open kitchens or poor-houses. Hospitals were main-
tained in connection with all the relief works.

No difficulty was folt regarding fodder for the cattle, and there was
very little emigration. As the famine was entirely local, prices ruled
low throughont. The public peace was well maintained, and there
was no appreciable inerease of crime.

The scarcity in Ajmer was of so mild a nature that very limited
relief measures were sufficient.  Only two test works were opened, and
the workers never numbered more t{mn 860. Gratuitous relief on a
limited scale was given in certain villages,

The cost of relief during the famine, including the grants of takavi
to enltivators np to the end of September 1902, was Rs 240311,

The effects of the ealamities of the past decade upon the numbers
of the people have already been detailed in the chapter on Popula-
tion. Between 1891 and 1601 the population of the province has

Famine of
1801-02,
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declined 12 per cent. In the last two famines nctive measures of relief
have largely reduced the deaths from actual privation, but epidemics
of disease and especially the antumn fevers proved excessively fatal.
The effects upen the social condition of the survivors have been equal-
ly apparent, and it will be long before the previous standard of com-
fort 1s attained by the cultivating classes. A tendency towards loss of
self-respect and reliance has also been remarked, and each sueceeding
famine finds the poorer classes more ready to clamour fur and accept
relief from Government. During the famine a loosening of family ties
was sometimes evident; children were found showing greater signs
of privation than their parents, while child desertion was a deplor-
ably ecommon feature among the wanderers from Native States.

Protective measures, rnp-erf;r 8o called, are extremely hard to
find in Ajmer-Merwara. {rrigntmn can only be perfectly protective
where the water supply is beyond being effected by the vicissitudes of
rainfall. But the province has no large perennial rivers, and natural
springs are rare. Increase of tanks and wells may do something, but
most of them are dependent upon the monsoon for their water, and
where that fails, remain and useless. What can be done, however,
in this direction is being effected by loans under the Land Improve-
ment Act of 1883, An attempt is being made to store grass in the
forests as a provisien aEainst famine, and each villager contributes a
head-load yearly. Such measures, however, can be only palliative in
the face of severe scarcity. Fortunately the provinee 1s now well
served by railways, and will shortly be even better. Importation of
grain to meet local scarcity {s easy, and unless famine is wide-spread
t.hruu«fhaut India, prices need hardly be affected. When the crops
have failed, the further measures for protection of the people are
prescribed in the Ajmer-Merwara Famine Code, now revised and im-
proved uccmdizég to the teachings of past experience. If the local
offieinls are watchful and energetic they can hardly fail to be successful.

Ordinary private charity in times of famine cannot be much
counted upon to supplement Government aid. This is due not so
much to deficiency in quantity as to complete want of organization in
distribution,

An exception is, perhuils; the institution attached to the Dargih
Khwaja Sahib at Ajmer, known as the Langar-khana, the only
permanent poor-house in the district. Two mavnds and six seers
of grmn with six seers of salt are cooked and distributed to all comers
before day-break in the morning, and the same quantity before 5
o'clock in the evening. The average daily attendance is about 900 :
no enquiry 1s made as to recipients, The expenses of the morning
distribution are chargeable to the income from the Dargih jagir
ﬁﬂllﬁ&v.‘. while those of the evening meal are met fromra jagir given
by the Nizim of Hydersbad. Besides the 1,570 maunds of grain
which are thus yearly consumed, 644 maunds are annually distributed
to infirm women, widows and other deserving persons at their own
houses, During the last famine an extra amount of grain was sdded
at each distribution, both morning and evening, Rs. 1,644 per
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year are spent in fees to hakims and doctors for attendance upon the
poor sick. The normal cost of the charity is about Rs. 5,000 per
annum. It is controlled by two dirogas, under a manager appointed
by the Dargih committee. They receive their pay from the funds
of the Dargih. The cost of supervision is a somewhat high per-
centage of the total expenses.

TRe Indian Charitable Relief Fund, supplemented by local sub-
seriptions and distribnted by Goverment officers, did much to relieve
distress during the recent famines.
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CHAPTER XL

GOVERNMENT.

The two tracts of Ajmer and Merwara were originally distinet
districts. After the British occupation they were administered by
two Superintendents until 1842, when they were united under
one officer bearing the title, Ajmer in 1832, and Merwara in 1846,
had been placed under the administration of the Government of the
North-Western Provinees (now the United Provinces of Agra and
Oudh), and in 1853 Colonel Dixon, who then had charge of them
was appointed a Commissioner, and corresponded direct with that
Government. From 1858 the united distriets remained a Deputy Com-
missionership under the Agent to the Governor-General in Rajpu-
tana and Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Mewara, who in his latter capacity
was subordinate to the Government of the North-Western Provinces,
In 1871 the province was taken under the direct administration of
the Foreign Department of the Government of India and the
arrangements then made still continue,

e Hon'ble the Agent to the Governor-General for Rajputana is
ex-officio Chief Commissioner, and performs the functions of chief
revenue authority and the Loeal Administration, being also the
highest court of appeal, both civil and eriminal, In subordination
to the Chief Commissioner, a Commissioner, whose head-quarters are
at Ajmer, has direct charge of the districts. He has the powers of
a Civil and Sessions Judge, and has the dircet management of the
Police, Forest, Jail and Edueation Departments. Beneath him sre
two Assistant Commissioners and District Magistrates, with head-
quarters ab Ajmer and Beawar, and in charge of Ajmer and Merwara
respectively. Besides the Chief Commissioner, the administration i8
earried on by 36 officers, invested with various magisterial powers,
while 23 are invested with varions civil und revenue powers.

Ajmer and Merwara are further subedivided into tahsils, each
in chacge of a tahsildar, who is assisted by a naib tahsildar, Ajmer
proper has now only one fahsil at Imn.ri-:luurt.ers. Its area is 5606
quare miles; it contains 195 villages, with a population of 1,27,320,
Formerly it had three taksils (Ajmer, Ramsar and Rajgarh), which -
were established in order to provide constant supervision of the
tunks. The Rajgarh taksil was abolished in 1858, and the Ramear
tuhsil on the re-organization of tho distriet in 1871, The owners
of istimrar estates, which in area are more than double the khalsa,
pay their revenue direct into the Ajmer, Treasury without the inter-
vention of a Sub-Collector, Under Ajmer is the sub-division of
Kekri which is administered by an Extra Assistant Commissioner,
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The urban area is 307 square miles and the population 7,053, It
consists of one khalsa town, Kekri, The remnining perganas, Bhinai,
Aosida, Sawar, Pisangan, Kharwa snd Baghera, are held by istimrar-
dare. The military cantonment of Nasirabad with its surreunding
hamlets also forms o civil sub-division measuring 858 miles, and wit
a population of 22,404, The parganas ol Ajmer proper, or, as they
are now called, chaklas, are hve in number, Ajmer, Rimsar, Cang-
winn, Pushkar and Rajgarh. But for executive work the tahsil 18
divided into five circles, Jethina, Deranthu, Gangwina, Srinagar and
Ramsar, each under a circle officer, called girdawar.

Merwira is divided into two tahsils, that of Beawar and that of
Todgarh. A third tahsil, Saroth, was after Colonel Dixon's death
amalgamated with Beawar, The Beawar fuhsil formerly contained
four pargandas, vis, Beiwar, Jhak Chang and Saroth. Of these
Begwar was sub-divided sgain into Begwar, Jawija, Lotina aud
Barkochrin, These names anu now only a historical interest, and
the term pargand is never used. Instead there are the three chaklas
of Bewar, Chang and Shamgarh, or for exccutive purposes the four
cireles of Beawar, Shimgarh, Kalinjar and Kotra. Each of these
cireles is under a girdawar, The tahsil has an avea of 3172

uare miles comprising 228 villages, with a population of 49,132,
The Todgarh tahsil uvsed to contain four parganas, of which
Bhailan was British territory, Kotkirina belonged to Marwir und
Dewair and Todgarh to Mewdr. It is now divided into the three
cireles of Todgarh, Bhiilan and Dewair, each with its own girdd@war.
All revenue papers, registers and returns are pre ared according to
these circles, ’ﬁm Todgarh tahsil contains 87 wflng-:s, has an avea
of 2699 square miles and a population of 38,309,

Both in Ajmer and Merwira all the purely revenue work is in the
cliarge of an officer called the Revenue Extra Assistant Commissioner,
who has his head-quarters at Ajmer. All the registers and files
relating to revenue matters are kept by him, but in each district he
acts under the control of the Assisiaut Commissioner.

Benenth the tahsildars, who have general revenue executive powers
within the limits of their tahsils, come the girdawars, whose duty
is to supervise, verify and correct the working of the various village
officers withw their circles. Of these the patwiris are the village
accountants, As s rule each has two or more villages in his charge,
and is sometimes helped by an assistaut patwari. Except that they
do not eollect the revenue, their duties do not differ from those of the
patwari in ordinary British districts. They maintain the villa
accounts and registers, and watch the interests of Government within
their limits.

Patels and lambardars, with functions almost identical, are the
representatives of the village communities. Their chief duty is that
of collecting and paying the Government revenue and cesses, There
may. be one or two ur more to every village, according to its size and
the amount of revenue due from it. Their unmbers were fixed at
the titné of the last Settlement according to this standard, and they

Revenne
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are paid five per cent. on the revenue collected by them. Patels
pay | less than the ordinary rate wn their holdings, and are further
remuuerated by Rs. 3-2-0 per cent. allowsnce on the crop-rate tauk
water revenue collected by them. They defray the village expenses
in the first instance, supcrvise the accounts of the village common
lands, and represent tl.e community in all their dealings with Govern-
ment.

The village autonomy of former times has almost entirely passed
awny. Perhaps the only existing survival is the manigement of the
shamlat, or village common lands. This is carried on by the
lambawdars, who render aceounts to the villagers of all receipts, pay-
ments and sources of income, In a few places, such as Ramsar, Kekri
and Ajmer shimlat committees are appointed for a similar purpose.
In other matters the, intervention of the revenue officials or of the
civil courts has superseded the village council.



CHAPTER XIL

LEGISLATION AND JUSTICE.

Ajmer-Merwira has no local Legislative Council. Local rules
and orders are framed by the Chief Commissioner, either under
General Acts of the Governor-General in Council or under Local
Regulations made under the statute 33 Victoria Cap 3. Amagﬁ the
more important of the former, since 1880, may be mentioned the
Vaccination Act, the Land Improvement Loans Act of 1883, the
Agriculturalists’ Loans Act of 1884, the Excise Act of 1896, and the
Epidemic Disease Act of 1897; and among the latter the Ajmer
Municipalities Regulation of 1886 and the Ajmer Rural Boards
Regulation of the same year.

The system of administration of civil and criminal justice is the
same as in force in other non-regulation British Provinces. On the
side of civil justice the lowest courts are those of the Munsifis, with
civil powers up to Rs 100. They are exercised by the tahsildars
of Ajmer, Beawar and Todgarh, and by the maib tahsilddrs of the
same places, The istimrardars of Bhinai, Pisingan, Sawar, Kharwa,
Bandanwira and Deolia have also these powers. Appeals from the
Munsifis' Courts lie to the Sub-Judge, st class, within whose juris-
diction they are, and from them to the court of the Commissioner
as District Judge, The Chief Commissioner is the High Court for
appeals from decisions of the Commissioner. Civil %}wm up to
Rs. 500 are exercised by the Cantonment Magistrate, Deoli, and the
Revenue Extra Assistant Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwira. Their
appeals lie to the Sub-Judge, 1st class, entrusted with appellate

OWErS.

The following officers have powers as Subordinate Judges of the
1st class in all suits up to Rs. 10,000 : the Assistant Commissioners
of Ajmer and Merwira; the Cantonment Magistrate, Nasiribad ; the
Judicial Assistant Commissioner, Ajmer; the two Extra Assistant
Commissioners, Ajmer ; the Extra Assistant Commissioner, Kekri; and
the Deputy Magistrate, Beswar. Of these only the Assistant Com-
missioners of Ajmer and Merwara and the Judicial Assistant Com-
missioner, Ajmer, have appellate powers. Appeals lie from their
courts to the Commissioner -as ﬂ::tricb Judge, and thence to the
Chief Commissioner as High Court. Small Canse Court powers up
to Rs. 500 are also exercised by the Assistant Commissioner, Merwira;
the Cantonment Magistrate, Nasiribad ; the Extra Assistant Com-
missioner, 2nd grade, Ajmer; and the Deputy Magistrate, Begwar;
and up to Rs, 20 by the Registrar Small Cause Court, Ajmer. The
%ﬁﬂlimtiuna for revision in Small Cause Court cases lie only to the

1ef Commissioner.
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During the ten years ending in 1890, the number of suits for mon.
or mumahie property instituted annnally in the subordinate eivil
and revenue courts averaged 2,6752, In the next decade the average
rose to 29362, while in 1902, 3,190 were instituted. The steady rise
may be ascribed to the increase in private indebtedness due to the
famine. On the other hand the average number of suits for title
fell from 8764 to 2644 in the last decade. 1In times of famine such
suits in which both parties are usually of the cultivating classes,
must diminish from want of means to pay the fees. A revivin

rosperity is shown by an increase in these suits to 317 in 1902,
Ecnt. suits were similarly affected, and the average fell from 5579
in 1880-90 to 4617 in 1890-1900. In 1902, 451 were instituted,
Litigation in Small Cause Courts also shows a steady fall The
average number instituted annually was 5672 between 1880-90,
4,888 between 1890-1900 and 4,790 in 1902,

The Chief Commissioner acts as a High Court for the purpose of
appeals from the Commissioner, who exercises the powers of a
Sessions Judge for Ajmer-Merwara., Below him the Assistant Com-
missioners of Ajmerand Merwira are District Magistrates within their

ciive charges. The Cantonment Magistrate, Nasiribad : the
J ugiciul Assistant Commissioner, Ajmer: the two Extra Assistant
Commissioners, Ajmer; the Extra Assistant Commissioner, Kekri ; the
Deputy Magistrate, Beawar ; and the Assistant Commissioner of Didwa-
na are Magistrates 1st class, Their appeals lie direct to the Sessions.
The Cantonment Magistrate, Deoli ; the tahsilddrs of Ajmer, Befiwar
and Todgarh ; and the Honorary Magistrates, Ajmer and Begwar, have
2nd class powers, from which appeals lie to the District Magistrates,

The naib talsildars have 3rd class powers, as have also the Hono-
Magistrates of Bhingi, Pisan an, S&war, Kharwa, Bandanwira
Deolis. With the exception DF Bhinai, of which the iatimrdrdar
18 & minor, the local istimrdrdars are Honorary Magistrates, During
the ten years ending 1890 the annual averages of persons tried for
offences against the Indian Penal Code and for offences against local
and special laws were 6,2187 and 2 789- respectively. In the next
decade the figures were 4,227'1 and 4,074-9, In 1902 they were 3,356
and 3,997 respectively. It is a notable faet that, though the decade
ending in 1900 included several years of famine and scarcity, the
average annual number of trials for offences agninst persons and
property had fallen as compared with the figures for the preceding
10 years of comparative prosperity. They were 3.866-7 as against
55197 for the previous decade. In 1902, 3,086 such cases were tried,
Offences against special and lucal laws, however, rose from an aver-
;Fe.ﬂf 2,782'8 between 1880-00 to 40749 for the next ten years,
aking all offences, the average annug] number of persons tried and
percentage of convictions were 9,001'5 and 426 for 1850-30, 8,302:0
and 650 for 1890-1900 and 7,353 and 681 for 1902. The steady
decrease in cases and increase in percentage of convictions point
to the growing efficiency of the police force,



LEGISLATION AND JUSTIOE, 83

There are seven Registration offices in Ajmer-Merwira, the number  Registration,
remaining unchanged singe 1881, The Commissioner is the Inspector-
General of Registration; while the Assistant Commissioner of Ajmer is
the Registrar of Assurances in Ajmer-Merwira. The average number
of documents registered annually between 1881-90 was 1,360'5 and in
the next decade 1,681'6. In 1902, 1,711 documents were registered.



CHAPTER XIIl.

FINANCE.

Little can be said regarding the finance of the pative rulers of
Ajmer-Merwara before the British oceupation. In Merwar, with its
wild tribes and jungles, such record is of course blank. Even of Ajmer
we have little information on the point before the time of the
Marithi invasions, and how much of the immense revenues of the
“Great Mughal” came from that provinee, it is difficult to say. In
the treaty ﬂ% cession with Sindhia the revenue of Ajmer was valued
at 5,05,484 Srishihi, or 450,986 Farukhabad rupees.  But this was
admittedly a considerable exaggeration. Neither Tantia nor Bapu
Sindhia had ever collected more than Rs 3,76,740 from the district,
and of this sum Rs. 81,000 was the amount at which the customs had
been farmed, the remainder being land revenue. Of this land revenue
the sssessment of the istimrdri area was Rs. 216,762, that of the
khalsa Rs. 1,28978. The system of Marithk financial administration
was practically to exact all that could be paid, but about nine years
before the cession a kind of settlement had been concluded in the astim-
rar and khalsa areas, in accordance with which it had been arranged
that instead of recent arbitrary enhancements of the istimrar revente,
all future augmentations shoulil take the form of taxes or levies, and
the land revenue of the khalsa was shown as a fixed sum, Rs. 87,639,
while the remainder was to be collected in the shape of a number of
extra cesses. The object of this arrangement was two-fold. The
tstimrardars were anxious that the arbi trary exactions should not be
consolidated with the original revenue, lest on a change of rulers it
might be difficult to obtain their remission, and the Governor of
Ajmer only sent to Gwalior the land revenue proper, and appropriated
to himself the extra collections. The Jhalsa villages were farmed for
the amount of the aen, and the extra cesses were levied under 44
heads. OF these, a tax called nandral: equal to 2 per cent, over
and above the aen, was the erquisite of Sindhia’s wives. A similar
tax was denominated Bhet Bai Sahiba, and was an offering to his
sister; and his dnl:fhtcr and his Pir (spiritual director) received re-

tively Rs. 2 and Re. 1 from each village. The produce of these

ur cesses was sent to Gwalior and the Governor appropriated the
uce of the remaining 40 exactions. The chief was Fawj
levied on account of the expenses of maintaining troops for

the protection of the villages. This was uncertain in amount, and
varied with the ability of the people to pay and the power of the
Governor to compel payment. Patel bab and bl bib were per-
centages levied from patels and bhimids. There were numerous
efferings at all the Hindu festivals, There were charges on account
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of every act of civil government and sundry arbitrary cesses uncertain
in amount. The actual collections from tl.gﬂ khalsa area in 1818, the
year before the cession, amounted to Rs. 1,15,060.

The question of the currency cuused considerable difficulty to the
first British Superintendent of Ajmer. None of the East India Com-
pany’s coins were current further south than Jaipur, but there were
six principal mints, of which coin was eurrent in Ajmer. The Ajmer
mint had been established since the time of the Emperor Akbar, and
turned out yearly about a lakh and a half of rupees called Srishshi.
The Kishangarh rupee was struck at Kishangarh, and the mint had
been established about 50 years, although frequently suppressed by
the rulers of Ajmer. The Kuchiwan rupee was struck by the Thakur
of Kuchawan in Marwar without the permission of the Mahirija, who
was too weak to assert his rights. 'f‘hu Shahpura mint had been es-
tablished for some 60 years, in spite of the attempts of the Réna of
Udaipur to suppress it. The Chitori and Udaipurt rupees were the
standard coins of Mewdr, and the Jharshahi rupee was struck at Jaipur.
Mr. Wilder cut the knot of the coinage difficulty by concluding all
transactions on the part of Government in I."nu‘ul'ihlhlt{Y rupees, and re-
ceiving only these in payment of Government revenue. The fixed
revenue of the istimriri estates he converted from Srishihi into
Furukhabad currency, and it is on this account that the istimrdri
revenue payable by each Thakur consists of rupees, annas and pies.

The first few years of the British occupation saw few improve-
ments in financial admivistration, snd many old abuses, both in the
customs and revenue departments, were continued merely because
they brought in money. The Marath& taxes were at first retained in
their integrity. Mapas was the most vexatious, imingi a duty levied
on the sale of every article in every village. Originally it was levied
at the rate of Rs. 1-6 per cent. from persons not residing in the place
in which the articles were sold, so that the every-day transactions
between the inhabitants of the same place were exempt, and the
burden fell on what may be called the external trade of the village.
Mr. Wilder levied the transit duty on the maund instead of on the
bullock or camel load as had before been customary ; but his successor,
Mr. Cavendish, introduced other provisions which still further fet-
tered trude. He extended the mapae tax to all towns as well as
villages, and to the transactions between the inhabitants of the same
place, and ruised the rate to Rs, 2-6-0 per cent. He established a
new duty in the towos of Ajmer and Hulﬁ*i on the sale of sugar, to-
bacco, rice and ghs, and for the trausit trade introduced a system of
rawanas, which fell with unmitigated severity on all but the
richer merchunts, No goods were allowed to enter the district with-
out a pass, and all merchants were required to file a_petition to take
out a pass, nnd again on the arrival of the goods within the precinets
of the disirict, or st the city of Ajmer, to suﬁjmt. them to examination
and weighment, and thus prove their exact identity with the species
and quantity meotioned in the rawdna. In order te prevent their
gouds being stopped on the frontier, the mercantile firms at Ajmer
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were obliged to obtain from their correspondents previous informa-
tiun of any despatches of goods, particularizing every article, and then
a puss had to be procured and sent to meet the goods on the frontier.
On the recommendation of a Committee in 1836, Government abol-
ished this system, and restricted the customs tases to a transit duty
to be lu'.'iclf once for all on the import of foreign goods into the
district, whether intended for domestic consumption or for re-exporta-
tion. To avoid vexatious enquiries, the tax was directed to be taken
on the bullock or camel load at a fixed sum.

These orders do not appear to have been acted on, for many of
the old abuses seem to have been as rife as ever in 1859, when the
Deputy Commissioner complained that if a cultivator in a village a
mile from Ajmer wished to sell a seer of ghi in the city, he had
to procure a pass from the customs agent in his village, stating his
name and abode, and speeifying the goods taken for sale. On arrival
at the town he was obliged to have his goods examined again to sce
if they agreed with the pass, and export duty was still levied. In
1860 Government sanctioned other reforms, all in the direction
of the orders of 1836. Export duties were abolished and the
customs tax remitted on 18 articles, while the duty on 17
articles was coosiderably reduced. The whole district was consoli-
dated into one eircle, whereby the separate duties formerly levied
in Merwira and the pargana of Sewar ceased. By these reforms the
dutiable articles were reduced to 37, of which the duties on cotton,
ghs, salt, tebacco, cloths, blunkets and opium chiefly affected the
produce of the district. The revenue from these customs before
1860 averaged about one lakh, and from that year till 1868 about
Rs. 1,12,000.

In 1869 customs were entirely abolished and trade became fren
as far as Ajmer was concerned, excise being levied once for all on the
North-Western Customs line.

Between 1868 and 1571 ; while Ajmer-Merwira was subordinate to
the Government of the North-Western Provinces, the revenues of tha
districts were purt of the financial system of that Government. But
in 1871 the provinee was formed into a Chief Commissionership
under the Foreign Department of the Government of India, and was
given a Commissioner of its own, and since then, as it is direetly
administered by the Government of India, no financial contract
applies to its revenue and expenditure,

The revenues are divided into Imperial revenue and Local recel
The latter include the incorporated and excluded Local funds and
Municipal funds.

During the decade ending in 1890, Imperial revenues averaged Rs,
11,10,405, and Local receipis Rs. 2,587,674, while Imperial expendi-
ture averaged Rs. 5,00,230, and Local Rs. 2,83,264. In the next ten
years the average of Imperial and Locul revenues had inereased, They
were Rs. 11,566.278, and Rs. 3,53,565 respectively. In the Imperial
receipts f reductivn in the land revenue and one or two other
items due to the famines of the decade, was to some extent counter-
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balanced by a large increase in receipts from assessed faxes. In the
Local receipts the advance was priuc{ﬁell;,r in the Municipal funds,
which showed an increase of about 50,000, Expenditure had,
however, risen also, and the average under the head Imperial stood
at Rs, 9.91,990, under Local at R« 355,578, The former was due to
the enormous expenditure on famine relief and public works rendered
necessary by the calamities of the decade. In 1902-03, Imperial
receipts stood at Rs. 11,86,187, while Local receipts rose to Rs. 4,13,012,
Municipal funds again claiming the lion's share of the increase. Im-
perial expenditure in this year reached a total of Rs. 9,490,882, Local
expenditure is shown as Rs. 364,073 of which Municipal expenditure
amounted to Rs. 2,17,208. Much of the Municipal finance consists
of book transactions, octroi being paid on import, and refunded upon
re-export of the scheduled commodities.

In 1902-08, the khalsa land revenue, including water revenue
in the Ajmer tahsil, amounted to Bz 1,04 957, the revenve from
stamps to Rs. 147,774, from income-tax Re 64,580, and from loeal
cesses Rs, 20,240, Opium and excise gave Rs. 1,16322. In the
Beawar fahsil for the same year the land revenue—including
water-revenue—came to Rs. 25,525 ; Ra, 81,997 were derived from
the sale of stamps, Rs. 7,880 from income-tax. and Rs 1,852 from local
cesses, Miscellineons receipts amounted to Rs, 1,115, Owing to bad
harvests in the faksil much of the land revenue and local cesses
had to be suspended. In the Todgarh fahsil the land revenue for
the year was Is. 93,402 ; Rs. 2,501 were received from the sale of
stamps and Rs. 4,888 from excise. Income-tax gave Rs. 1,246 and
local cesses Rs. 10,322, Rs. 565 were derived from other sources of
general revenue.



CHAPTER XIV,

Laxp REVENUE AxD TENURES,

The land tenures of Ajmer are, as might be expected, entirely
analogous to those prevailing in the adjacent Native States, and
ghuugh they have been often mir.«uudgrﬁm!ui. Yot the vis insrfio of the
province has sufficed to prevent their being interfered with, except in
the one instance of the mawzahwar settlement of 1850. The soi] ig
broadly divided into two clisses: khalsa, or the private domain of the
crown ; and saminddri, or land held in estates or baronies by feudal
chiefs who were originally under an oblipation of military service, but
who now hold on wsfimrdr tenure. Khaisa land again might he
alienated by the Crown, either as an endowment of a religions instity.
tion, or as a reward for service to an individual and his heirs. Such
grants, when they comprised a whole village or half a village, are
termed jﬂgim, anid fifty-one whole villages and three half villages have
been alienated in this way,

The basis of the land system is, that the State is in its khalsa
lands the immediate and actual proprietor, standing in the same rela-
tion to the cultivators of the soil as the feudal chiefs do to the tenants
on their estates.  The jagirdars, who are assignees of the rights of the
State, have the same rlghl& as the State itself

From ancient times, however, it has heen the custom in the Muailsa
land of Ajmer that those who permanently improved land by sinkin
wells and constructing embankments for the storage of water, um]ujmg
thereby certain rights in the soil so improved. These rights are
summed up and contained in the term biswahdari, a name which e
synonymous with the term bapota in Mewse and Marwir, and with
the term miras in Southern India, both of the latter words signi-
fying “ heritable land.”" A cultivator who had thus expended capital
was considered protecred from gjectment as long as he paid the cus-
tomary share of the produce of the improved land, and he had a right
to sell, mortgage, or make gifts of the well or embankment which had
been created by his capital or labonr, The transfer of the well or the
embankment carried with it the transfer of the improved land. These
privileges were hereditary, and the sum of them practically constitutes
pmdpnemry right. Hence the term biswahdar came to mean owner,
and a

e right of ownership gradually grew up in permanently-improved
n
In a district like A'.imer, where the rainfall is so TECATIONS, -

irrigated land was hardly regarded as of any value. The State was
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considered owner of this as well as of the waste. A eultivator with-
out a well, or at any rate an embankment, was looked on as, and must
always be, a waif with no tie t¢ bind him to the village where he may
reside. No man, in fact, cultivated the same unirrigated fields contin-
uously, the village boundaries were undefined, there was alwa

more unirrigated land round a village than could be cultivated by the
number of ploughs, the State exercised the right of locating new
hamlets nurF new tenants, of giving leases to strangers who were
willing to improve the land, and of collecting dues for the privilege
of grazing over the waste from all tenants, whether biswihddrs or not.

The first two Superintendents of Ajmer were of opinion that
waste lands were the property of the State. Their successor, whose
experience was gained i the North-West Provinees, considered them
t.nqalnng to the village community, Mr. Edmonstone, who made a ten
years' settlement in 1585, investigated the question, and was clearly
of opinion that the State was the owner.

When Colonel Dixon commenced the construction of his tank
embankments in 1842, he acted as steward to a great estate, He
founded hamlets where he thought fit, he gave leases at privileged
rates to those who were willing to dig wells, and distributed the lands
under the new tanks to strangers whom he loeated in hamlets in the
waste, In no instance did the old biswdhdars imagine that their
rights were being invaded, nor did they consider themselves entitled
to any rent from the new-comers, The latter had the same rights as
to sale and mortgage of improved land as the old biswahdars,

Such was the tenure of the khalse land of Ajmer till the year
1849, when the village boundariez were for the first time demarcated,
and under the orders of Mr. Thomason a village settlement was intro-
duced. This settlement effected a radical change in the tenurve. It
transformed the cultivating communities of the i’uié.m., each member
of which had certain rights in improved land, but who, a8 a community,

no rights at all, into bhydehdra proprictary bodies. The
essence of the mausdwar system is, that a defined area of land—that,
namely, which is enclosed within the village boundaries—is declared to
be the property of the village community, and the community consists
of all those who are recorded as owners of land in the village, The
change, however, was nnmarked ac the time, and was only slowly appre-
ciated by the people. In many cases where Colonel Dixon esmhiu'ied
a new hamlet, he assessed it separately from the parent village, ie,
the revenue assessed on each resident of the hamlet was added u
and announced to the headman of the hamlet. The waste r&mnincg
the common property of the parent village and of the hamlets, In
1867 these hamlets were formed into distinet villages, the waste adja-
cent to the hamlet being attached to it. The biswdhdirs of the
parent village retained no right over this land, nor do they imagine
that they possess any. In this way there are uow 195 khilsa villages
in Ajmer, against 85 at the time of Colonel Dixon's settleément,

ntil the mauzdwdr system of 1850, the tenure in the khalsa was
ryotwari. The State owned the land, but allowed certain rights to
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tenants who had spent capital on permanent improvements in the
land so improved. This collection of rights gradually came to be con-
sidered proprietary right, and since 1850 the State has abandoned its
exclusive and undisputed right of ownership over unimproved land.
The tenure of the feudal chiefs was originally identical with that
of the Chiefs in the Native States of Rijputana. The estates were
jagirs held on condition of mili service, and liable to various fendal
incidents. Colonel Tod, in his K&jasthan, Volume I, page 167, thus
sums up the result of his enquiries into the tenure :—* A grant of an
estate 1s for the life of the holder, with inheritance for his offspring
in lineal descent or adoption, with the sanction of the Prince, and re-
sumable for erime or inmEMihy; this reversion and power of resump-
tion being marked by the usual ceremonies on each lapse of the
tee, of sequestration (zabti), of relief (nazardana) of homage and
investiture of the heir.” ;
The original tenare of the mass of the istimrir estates in Ajmer
is exactly described in the above quotation. The grants were life-
grants, but like all similar tenures they tended to become hereditary.
None of these estates ever paid revenue till the time of the Mari-
thas in 1755 A.D., but were held on condition of military service.
The Marathis, however, wanted money more than serviee, and assessed
a sum upon each estate, presumably bearing some relation to the
number of horse and foot soldiers which the Chief had been liable to
furnish, Naturally, however, the assessment was very unequal, as a
much largersproportion of their income was taken from the weaker
Chiefs than from the more powerful thikurs, whom it might have
been difficult to coerce. On the cession of the district in 18518 A.D,
the talukdirs were found paying a certain sum under the denomina-
tion of mdmla or den, and a number of extra cesses, which amounted
on the whole to half as much again as the mamla. These extra cesses
were collected till the year 1841, when, on the representation of Col.
Sutherland, Commissioner of Ajmer, they were abandoned. In 1830,
1839, and 1841 the Government of India had declared that the estates
were liable to re-assessment, and had given explicit orders for their
re-assessment, but these orders were not acted on, nor apparently com-
municated to those concerned. The Chiefs who at a very early period
of our rule, perhaps even before it, had acquired the title of istimrar-
dars, no doubt considered themselves as holders at a fixed and perma-
nent quit-rent. This belief of theirs was strengthened by the action of
Government in 1841, when all extra cesses were remitted avowedly
on the ground that they were “unhallowed Maratha exactions,” and
the demand of the State was limited to the amount which had been
assessed by the Marithds nearly a century before. Finally, in 1873,
Government consented to waive its right ime matter of re-assessment,
and to declare the present assessments of the Chiefs to be fixed in
Ferl?ut-mty, This concession was accompanied by declaration of the
inbility of the estates to pay nazarana on successions, and the condi-
tions on which the istimrdrdars now hold have been incorporated in
the sunad which was granted to each of them.
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There are in all 66 estates, containing 230 villages, with an area
of 819523 acres. The dstimrar revenue is Rs. 1,14,734-9-11, and the
estimated rent roll of the istimrardars is Rs, 5,59,198. In 60 estates,
all held by Rajputs, the custom of primogeniture now prevails. Of
these, however, 11 only are original fiefs, the remainder having been
formed by sub-division in accordance with the rules of inheritance.
Originally all the sons divided the estate, although the elder got a
larger share than the others. In the next stage the eldest son suc-
ceeded to the estate as well as to the gadi, while provision was made
for the younger sons by alienation to them of villages on grds tenure.
The last instance of such alienation occurred in 1823. In the third
stage the provision of the cadets of the house is limited to grant of a
well and a few bighs of land for life. But nnwal]a{s the younger tend
to become mere hangers-on at the elder brother’s table. Some provision
for them is considered imperative on ﬂvuri; isti ’

There are six estates, each of a single village, the tenure of which
differs from that above described. Five of these are held by co- -

bodies, succession is regulated by ancestral ghares, m:n:{ botIE land
mmveuue are minutely divided. fﬂ one village, Karel, belnn‘ging
to a community of Rahtors, the property of the two chief men of the
village is distributed on their death into one share more than there
are sons, and the eldest son takes a double share. Rajosi stands aparb
from all other istimrdr estates. It belongs to a Chita, who is sole
istimrardar, but the land is owned not by him but by the actual culi-
vators from whom he collects a fixed share of the produce, and himself

a fixed revenue to Government. One of these villages, Kotri,
Ezﬁngs to Chirans or Bhits, and was originally se from the
istimrar estate of Bhinai. The other five were stated by the kanan
in the time of Mr. Cavendish to be khilse villages, and they pmhag?;
should not have been included in the istimrar list.

The subordinate rights in the istimyar area have never formed the
subject of judicial investigation, nor with the exce tion of six small
estates, have settlement operations been extended to the istimrar area.
The principle followed under our rule has been to leave the istim-
rirdars to manage their own affairs, and to interfere with them as
little as possible. It is well known, however, that in most of the larger
estates there are villages held by Charans, Jogis, and others, and villages
held by sub-tilukdars, relations of the istimrardar, who generally pay
an unvarying amount of revenue to the head of the family, and who are
succeeded in the sub-talukis by their eldest sons. As a general rule
jagir villages are not resumable, nor can the sub-tilukis be resumed
E“?'FI: for valid cause assigned.

e istimrardars have always claimed to be owners of the soil, and
their claim has been allowed.” The prevailing opinion is that all
eultivators are tenants at will, but there are good grounds for hesitatin

* to adopt this opinion. Mr. Cavendish’s enquiries extended to 29
villages, and in 158 villages the thakurs isclaimed the right of
ouster of cultivators from irrigated and improved lands where the
means of irrigation or the improvement had been provided by the
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labour or capital of the cultivators. In 161 villages were found
hereditary cultivators whose rights were the same as those of the
owners of wells,. Unirrigated and unimproved land was universally
admitted to be held on n tenure at will from the istimrardar.
Disputes between an istimrdardar and his tenants seldom evme before
ourcourts. Whatever rights of ouster the former possesses are rarely
put in praetice by him.

The subject of jagir estates was investigated by a mixed “com-
mittee of Government officials and jagirddrs in 1874, and their report
contains a history of each estate. Out ofa total area of 1,50,538 acres,
yielding an average rental of Rs. 91,000, 65,472 acres belong to the
endowments of shrines and sacred institutions. The remaining jagirs
are enjoyed h{ individuals and certain classes specially designated in
the grants. No conditions of military or other service are attached
to the tenure of any jagir,

In all jagir estates the revenue is collected by an estimate of the
produce, and money assessments are unknown. As was the case in
the khalsa before Colonel Dixon's settlement, the ideas of rent and
revenue are confoundedunder the ambiguous term lasil, and until
the year 1872 the relative status of the jagirdars and cultivators as
regards the ownership of the soil was quite undefined. In that year
it was decided that all those found in possession of land irrigated or
irrigable from wells or tanks, which wells or tanks were not proved to
be constructed by the jigirdar, were owners of such land. The
Jjagirdar was declared owner of irrigated land in which the means of
irrigation had been provided by him, of unirrigated land, and of the
waste,

The tenure known as bhim is peculiar to Réijputs, The word
itself means “the soil,” and the name bhamia properly signifies
“the allodial proprietor,” as distingnished from the t'u_-mllﬂ,] Chiefs and
the tenant of crown lands. According to Colonel Tod's Rijasthdin,
Vol. I, page 168, the bhdmids in Marwir are the descendants of the
earlier princes who, on the predominance of new clans, ceased to come
to court and to hold the higher grades of ranks. They continued, how-
aver, to hold their land, and became an armed husl::amh-y, nominally
paying a small quit-rent to_the crown, but practically exempt. In
course of time the various kinds of bham grew up, which, unlike the
original allodial holding, were founded on grants, but had this a

ntly in common, that a hereditary, non-resumahle, and inalienable
property in the soil was inseparably bound up with a revenue-free
title. Bliim was given as mundkati, or compensation for blood-

shed, in order to 1}:){'11 a fend, for distinguished services in the field,
for protection of a border, or for watch and ward of a village. Whatever
the origin of a bham holding, however, the tenure was identical, and
so cherished is the title of bli@mia that the greatest Chiefs are solici-
tous to obtain it even in villages entirely dependent on their authority.
The Maharaja of Kishangarh, the Thikur of Fatehgarh, the Thikur of
Jinia, the Thikur of Biandanwira, and the Thikur of Taintoti are
among the bhdmids of Ajmer.
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There are in Ajmer 109 bh@m holdings, and except in those cases
where a Raja or istimrardarisalso a bhiimid, the property passes to all
the children equally. It is probable that none of these holdings are
original allods, but belong to the class of assimilated allods.  These
bhamias are nearly all Rahtors, descendants of _f,'nun%fr branches of
iatimrar families, and cannot claim an origin higher than that of the
estates from which they sprang. Whatever the origin of the holdings,
however, the rights and duties of all hhamids came in eourse of time
to be identical. At first the land was revenue-free, subsequently a

nit-rent was imposed but irregnlarly collected, and this quit-rent was
abolished in 1841 along with the extra cesses from the istimrarddrs.
The duties of the bhamids were three in number: first, to protect the
village, in which the bhiam is, and the village eattle from ducoits;
secondly, to protect the mﬁy of travellers within their village from
theft and robbery ; and thirdly, pecuniarily to indemnify sufferers from
a erime which they ought to ],';m'e prevented.

This last incident is a peculiar feature of the Ajmer tenure, and

w ont of the custom of ]ﬁjputlnn that the R&j should compensate
F;;es of travellers by theft or robbery committed in its territory.
This custom is still earried out by the inter-statal Court of Vakils,
Where the theft or robbery has ocenrred in a village belonging to a
fief, the chieftain to whom the village belongs is called on to
indemnify the sufferers; and the distimrdrdars of Ajmer have always
been compelled to indemnify sufferers from thefts and robberies
committed on their estates. Similarly a jagindar, to whom the State
had transferred its rights and duties, was pecuniarily liable. In case
of theft in a khalsa village the State was called on to pay compensa-
tion. In Ajmer, the State finding this responsibility inconvenient,
transferred it to a bhamia as a condition of the tennre; but in
khalsa villages, where there were no bhamids, the State remained
responsible.

However useful the system of pecuniary indemnification may
have been, and, however well adapted it was to the times of anarchy
in which it had its birth, there iz no doubt that in Ajmer it had lon,
been moribund. When the average rental enjoyed by a bhimia is
only Rs, 17 a year, it is hopeless to expect that more than a very few
bhamids could compensate even a moderate loss. Assoon as the
Native States adopted a system of regular police, this distinctive
feature of the bham tenure vanished, and Government in 1874
sanctioned a proposal to abolish the pecuniary responsibility, and to
revert to what seemed to be the original ineidents of the tenure, to
hold the bhamias liable as an armed militia, to be called ont to put
down riots and to pursue dacoits and rebels, and to take from them a
ym‘}{ quit-rent under the name of nazardnd.

e above sketch shows that in khalsa villages the State still

s considerable proprietary rights. In dstimrar estates, on the

other hand, it has few or no rights beyond that of taking a fixed
revenue and of a royalty on minerals. In jagir villages it has
assigned its rights to others. To the State belong in sole proprietary
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right all mines of metals in khalsa villages, while for its own purposes
it can quarry free of payment where and to what extent it pleases.
Two ranges of hills near Ajmer, that of Taragarh and that of Niagpahar,
have heen declared to be the property of Government.. The tank
embankments of Ajmer have nearly all been made by the State,
and Government is the owner of the embankments, and all that grows
thereon. Under the forest ordinance the State has reserved to itself
the right to resume from the village communities the management
of any tract of waste or hilly land, the proprietary right subject to
certain conditions being vested absolutely in Government as long as
the land is required for forest purposes,

Merwira sed nin set.t-lt:{;rgrwemmem till 1822, when it came
under British management. The people found the ocoupation of
plunder more profitable and congenial than that of agriculture. No
crops were s'wn except wha was actually necessary for the scanty
population. The tanks were constrncted and used solely for the
pit of %r:viding water for the cattle. No revenue nor rent was
paid.  The Rajputs were never able to get a firm footing in the
country. Whatever small revenne they could get from it was
obtained at a cost both of life and money far exceeding its valne. In
such circumstances tenures could not spring up. Colonels Hall and
Dixon, to whom the civilization of the Mers is due, treated Merwara
as a great zamindari, of which they were the managers and Govern-
ment the owner, Their word was law, they founded hamlets, gave
leases, built tanks and collected one-third of the produce of the soil
as revenue, At the settlement of 1851 all cultivators who had re-
cently been settled in the villiges were recorded as owners of the
land in their possession equally with the old inhabitants.

At the settlement of 1875 nearly all cultivators were recorded as

rietors, and a non-proprietary cultivating class hardly exists in
the khalsa of either Ajmer or Merwira. When they are tenants
they pay generally the same share of the produce as the proprietors
themselves paid before the regular settlement. Custom and not
competition regulates the rate of rent. The istimrardars and Jdgir-
dars collect their rents without the intervention of the Courts, and in
these estates there is still more land to be brought under cultivation
than there are cultivators for. The population has been periodieally
decimated by famine; and as no Rajput will, if he can possibly
avoid_the necessity, ever touch a plough, cultivators are still at a
premium,

Figures are not available to show what tribute Ajmer paid to the
Mughal Emperors. The Marathds never collected more than Rs. 3,76.740
from the leestrwt and of this sum Rs. 31,000 was the amount
at which the eustoms had been farmed; the remainder was land
revenue. Of the land revenne amounting to Rs. 8,45,740, the assess-
ment of the istimrar was Rs, 2,16,762, that of the khilsa Rs. 1,285,978,
Under British rule the administration of the istimrar estates in Ajmer
has been confined to collecting from them a fixed assessment the
thikurs and jagirdirs being left to manage their own affairs, The
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following retrospect therefore will be restricted to the administration
of the khdlsa or Government villages in the province.

The actual collections from the khalse in the year before the
cession of Ajmer to the British on the 26th July 1818, amounted to
Rs. 1,15,060. Mr. Wilder, Assistant to the Resident at Delhi, was the
first Superintendent appointed to Ajmer. In the first year of his
administration he dﬂci-fnd to take the revenue in the khdlsa at the
rate of one-half the estimated out-turn of the crop. The collections
for the year were Rs. 1,59,746, and Mr. Wilder writes that the measure
of an equal division of the crop had been productive of all the benefits
he had anticipated. The people had acquired confidence in the
moderation an justice of their new government, and though it would
not be advisable for the next two years to demand any great addition
‘to the increase that had already taken place, yet he was confident
that on the third year the jama might be raised to double
what it had reached under any preceding government without at
all pressing on the inhabitants. He accordngly proposed a three
years' progressive settlement—in the first year Rs. 1,709,437, in the
second year Rs. 2,01,691, in the third year Rs. 2,49,303. His dominant
if not sole anxiety appears to have been to increase the Government
revenue. He farnished no information of the principle on which the
demand had been fixed, nor of the grounds on which a progressive
assessment had been resolved, and the settiement was confirmed with
some hesitation by Government, who remarked on the proved disad-
vantages of an assessment framed on anticipated improvement, which
checks the rising spirit of industry and the accumulation of ca ital.

Owing to two bad harvests the settlement broke down the first
year. Mr. Wilder proposed to relinquish the lalance and to make a
settlement on a fixed annual jama of Rs 164700, Both proposals
were sanctioned by Government, the term of the settlement ﬁ‘:lg
fixed for five yeurs. The assessment was fairly collected for the first
four years, though in the last year the people were obliged to borrow
to pay their revenue; but the fifth year wos one of famine. Recourse
was had to collecting one-half the produce, and the amount realized
was Rs. 81920, 'Tie next year was a good one, but the peuple
objected to pay according to Mr Wilder's settlement, and the revenue
was a%::n collected  kham. Mr. Wilder had been transferred in
December 1824, the middle of the famine year His six years'
administration had not been productive of any great results. He
took little pains to ascertain the value of the land he assessed, or the
condition of the le, und the era of material improvement bad not
yet dawned. His uﬁministrat.iun was rather starved: the whole cost
of the revenue and police establishment of the district was Rs. 1,374 a
month, or less than half his own salary of Hs 3,000,

Mr. Henry Middleton, also a North-West civilian, succeeded Mr.
Wilder in December 1824. He was of opinion that monetary assess-
ments of any kind were unpalatable to the people, and if confidence
could be reposed in the subordinate officers, the sysiem of taking in
kind would be best. The experlence, however, of the year 1825-20

\
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rendered Mr. Middleton loth to adopt this system. Accordingly he
proposed a five years' settlement, and reported its completion on’ the
26th November 1826. He had rough messurement rolls prepared,
but he chiefly relied on the colleetions of the previous year as a
eriterion of resonrces,  He remarks on the poverty of the people and
the extortions of the money-lenders. Many cultivators who had come
to the district in the first years of the British rule had been driven
away again hy bad harvests and high assessment. The wells had
fallen into disrepair, and the people had no money to repair them.
Mr, Middleton's settlement was sanctioned at Rs. 144072 for five
rears,

y The assessment, however, was only collected in the first of the
ears the settlement had to run, nm{ that with considerable diffi-
eulty. Mr. Middleton did not remain long enough in the district to
collect the next year's revenue, and made over charge to Mr. Cavendish
in October 1827, He cannot be said to have imitiated any useful
measures,

Mr. Cavendish, his successor, was a great reformer, and left the
impress of his energy on every depariment of administration. To
him the district is indebted for a very valuable collection of statistics
regarding istinurdr, bhim and jagir tenures, He carried out, however,
little of what he put his hand to, and the sanction which had been
accorded to Mr. Middleton’s settlement prevented his interference in
the assessment of the khalse. Mr. Cavendish considered that Mr.
Middleton's assessment was too high for several reasons: * because the
cultivated area has remained stationary since the time of the Mar#thas,
who only eollected Rs. 87,689 ; because the rate of assessment exceeds
half the produce; becanse no eultivator in the soil of Ajmer, which
requires much trouble and expense, can afford to pay one-half the
produce ; because the assessment is collected not from the produce
of the soil, but by a fluctuating and arbitrary tax ; and because the
assessment has been made on Lge basis of a favourable year's collec-
tions when corn was dear.” Mr. Cavendish applied the rates to which
he had been accustomed in Sabranpur to Mr, Middleton's areas,
and calculated that the assessment ought to be Rs. 87,645 instead
Df lhq 1:4"‘rﬂ?2'

Along with other reasons, he gives what scems to be the real
key to the over-assessment of the district, vis., that 1518-19 was a
very good year in Ajmer, while, owing to the devastations of Amir
Khén in the territory of Mewir and Mgrwir, there was a large de-
mand on all sides for grain, and prices were vary high. Indeed, the
first assessments of British reveoue officers in newly-aequired districts
almost invariably broke down through the error of over-estimatin
corn prices.  They uscd to take the old war prices that prevaile
during the anarchy preceding annexation, and they forgot that with

and order came plenty and open markets. Mr. Cavendish
recommended that people should not be pressed for their revenue in
bad séasons.  He also partially introduced an assessment of individual
holding, a measure unknown to Mr. Middleton’s settlement, He



LAND REVENUE AND TENURES, o7

lays stress on the point that remissions granted in a lump sum
benefit not the real sufferers, but the tahsildars, kantdngos, patwdris
and patels. He introduced for the first time patwdris’ accounts,
appointed them for many villages where there were none, and directed
every patudri to give a receipt. Although Governmeut refused to
revise the assessment, they directed that diligent enquiry as to the
resources of each village should be made during the unexpired
period of the settlement,  Under Mr, Cavendish, however, remissions
were regularly applied for and granted where there was a difficulty
in paying, and the settlement was not worked up to in any year. He
left the district at the end of 1831, the year of the expiry of the
settlement, He writes that he had intended to make the settlement
with patels, and to give to each tenant a statement showing the
amount for which he should be individually responsible.

His successor collected on the principle established by Mr.
Cavendish. Major Speirs did not attempt a settlement. He collected
all he could, and the remainder was remitted by Government. In
1833-34, however, even the pretence of working on the settlement
was abandoned. The scason was a disastrous one. The kharif
instalinents were collected by an equal division of the scanty produce,
and it was proposed to allow the people to keep the rabi revenue
In December 1833 charge was made over to Mr, Edmonstone, who in
the following year made a summary settlement with reference to the
deteriorated state of the country owing to drought, the demand of
which was Rs. 1,19302. If the villagers did not consent to his terms
the revenue was collected khdm at half produce.

In the cold weather of 1835-36, Mr, Edmonstone proceeded to make
a regular settlement, which, as it was subsequently sanctioned for ten
years, is generally known by the name of the decennial settlement,
and which was reported on the 26th May 18536, He was of opinion
that the district had receded rather than advanced under the previons
administration, and he adopted a method of his own for assessment,
The villages were mensured, and the enltivated area, amounting in all
to 96,257 acres, classed into: chahi (well land), 8,989 acres; talabi
(tank land), 2180 acres; and bdrdni (dry land), 25,088 acres, He
then assessed the cash-paying produce (Indian corn uod cotton) area
at the current money rates at the central market, and estimated the
average produce per bigha of other crops.  The Government share of
one half, except in the case of patels and Mahijans, he converted into
money by the average price current of the previous five years. He
thus obtained a rough jomabandi a.tun:-uuting to Rs. 1,57,151, and then
visited each village and fixed his demand with reference to the past
fiseal history, present circumstances, and future eapabilities of each
estate. No villages were given in farm. Two small ones were held
on the system of half produce, as they could not be brought up to his
standard ; the rest accepted his terms. The amount finally assessed
was Hs 1,27,625, or adding the kham villages Rs. 1,20,872,

Mr. Edmonstone deseribes the pL*uEh as reckless, improvident,
poverty-stricken, and much in debr, They were entirely in the power
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of the Bohras, who furnished no accounts, and the debt to whom ran
on from ration to generation. The settlement was made with
the headman of each village in the belief that he generally acted in
accordance with the wishes of the village community, The incidence
of the sssessment was Rs. 3-9 an acre, while the unirrigated area was
nearly 69 per cent. of the cultivated. The settlement returns show
5,621 cultivators, 2,675 non-cultivators, 3,185 ploughs, and 1,575 wells,

Although the assessment of individual villages appears to have
been fair and judicious, the great defect of the settlement was the
very imperfect and inequitable manner in which the village assesss-
ment was distributed over the holdings. Mr. Edmonstone introduced
for the first time the prineciple of joint responsibility of all cultivators.
It is evident that a cultivator who is assessed at half his produce in
good and bad years alike cannot afford to pay for others who have
wigrated or given up agriculture. In the first year of the settlement
the distribution over the holdings was proved to be quite inequitable,
and the people bégan to elamour for a return to colleetions from the
actual produce, Mr, Edmonstone had left Ajmer at the end of 1836,
and his successor propused to make a fresh distribution of the revenue,
and to give each cultivator a separate lease specifying what rent he
had to pay. As this was tantamount to changing the settlement
from mauzdiwdr to ryolwdr, Government would not sanetion the

roposal, But the villages were uﬁ'er}ad the option of returning to
Kirect management, and 41 out of 81 villages accepted it.

In the meantime C{:{uneﬂlﬁubiﬁaﬂmd became Commissioner. He
took t pains to make himself acquainted with everything con-
cemiuﬁjmar. and his reports on the khalsa ndmini.'itml&an uﬁd on
the istimrardars are standard papers of reference. He strongly con-
demned the village assessment system as inapplicable to Ajmer, and
looked to the repair and construction of tanks for a remedy. He
advocated the mode of assessment which had been carried out by
Captain Dixon in Merwiira as that suited to the country, and conson-
ant with the wishes of the people. Under this system lands under
cotton, maize, su ne and opium were charged with a money rate.
Other rabi and E arif crops were estimated and measured, nmi Olle-
third of the produce was taken as the Government share by a money
assessment fixed according to thE!: average yearly value of produce in
the princi neighbouring markets. Land newly broken up paid
one-sixth ii:-)?ll;he produce t%l‘ the first year, mu.hﬁ%h for the £u¢.£nd,
and one-fourth for the third and fourth years, after which the full
rate of one-third was charged. A remission in the amount of the
share was given to those who constructed embankments and dug new

wells,

It was evident that some remedial measures were nece . Tha
four years from 1837 to 1841 were years of severe distress, and at the
time of Colonel Sutherland’s report, 26th January 1841, the khalsa
vil had reached the lowest depths of poverty. Many families
had left the district owing to the pressure of revenue which they
were unable to pay. The tanks were broken, the wells out of repair,
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and the le were thoronghly demoralized. The; ferred payin

half ﬂmpﬂnplliﬂum to accepting the reduced uzsggment olr Mﬁ
Edmonstone. For these deplorable results the previous settlements
were largely responsible. e last and highest of them had an in-
cidence per acre about twice as heavy as that made in the North-
West Provinces. With the experience gained in these settlements
the Government of the North-West might have concluded that its
“trust that the settlement would prove moderate and be realized

withont distress to the pea;)lle" was fallacions.
The success of Major Dixon's administration of Merwira had for

some time attracted the attention of Government and the Commis-
sioner, and in February 1842 he was appointed Superintendent of
Ajmer, in addition to his other duties as uperintendent of Merwira
and Commandant of the Merwira Battalion,

From the date of his assuming charge a new era commences in
the history of the administration of the country. Within the next
six years Rs. 452,707 were expended on the constriction and repair
of embankments. Advances were made for agricultural improvements,
and the Superintendent succeeded in infusing a good deal of his

rsonal energy into the people. To enable Government to reap a
gzueﬁt from the new wani:] sanction was procured to allow such
villages as desired it to abandon their en ments.  All were in-
vited to return to kham management, and when a tank was made
or repaired in one of the few willages which insisted on retaining their
leases, a percentage of the cost was levied in addition to the assess.
ment. The rate of collection at the same time was redunced from one-
half to two-fifths, and the cash rates were also lowered.  On the expiry
of the ten years’ settlement, the whole district was held kham, and
managed as Major Dixon had managed Merwira.

The system, however, depended for its success largely upon the
energy and experience of one man, and was unsuited for general
adoption. It was considered exiedient to return to the system of
village settlements, as the people had learned to recognize the prinei-
ple of joint responsibility, and their land, from the means of irrigation
with which it had been provided, possessed a higher and more uni-
form value than was previously the ease. Arrangements were there-
fore made for a revenue survey, and instructions were issued to Major
Dixon for the formation of a village settlement. Moderation was
inculcated, and the standard to be aimed at was the punctual reali-
sation of a jama equal to Mr. Edmonstone’s assessment, and yield-
ing over and above that amount a moderate profit on the money
invested in tanks and reservoirs, This moderate profit was after-
wards put at 5 or 6 per cent. These orders were followed by a year
of severe scarcity, and at one time it was doubtful whether engage-
ments for a fixed period could be entered into. The succeeding year,
however, was a favourable one, and the settlement eommeneced from
the kharif harvest of 1849,

In making his assessment Colonel Dixon was guided chiefly by
the experience he had gained of the capabilities of each village while

Col. Dixon's
Bettlemoent,
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it was held nnder direct management. His method of assessment
was as follows:—

He took Mr. Edmonstonc's assessment and added to it 6 per cent,
of the sum expended on tanks in that village. This was the standard.
If the past history of the village warranted Colonel Dixon in be-
lieving that it could be paid, he assessed the village at this amount.
If he thought it could pay more he assessed it at more; if he thought
that it could by no possibility pay this amount, he reduced the
standard, No rates were worked out till after the assessment, nor
was any attempt made to compare the incidence of the revenue in
different villages, or to explain its variations. The inequality of the
assessment was no doubt tempered by Colonel Dixon’s intimate know-
ledge of the district, but the system necessarily produced inequality. For
all practieal purposes of assessment the measurement of the villages
in Colonel Dixon's time was superfluous. If 6 per cent. of the out-
lay on the tanks were added to the assessment of Mr. Edmonstone,
the amount would be Rs. 1,58,278, and this was the amount roposed
as a fair amount to distribute. The highest amount which lgnd ever
been collected was in 1847-48, when, at two-thirds the produce, the
revenue stood at Rs. 167,237, and this included all the cesses
Colonel Dixon's actual assessment, excluding the 1 per cent. road
cess, but inclusive of the tank cess of 1 per cent., which was merely
a deduction from the Government revenue set apart for a partienlar
purpose, was Rs. 1,75,756, or, adding the assessment which was subse-
quently made oo Neirin and Karinipura, Rs. 1,85,161. The assess-
ment was lighter than Mr. Edmonstone’s, but the unirrigated area
had inc in greater proportion than the irrigated, and the aver-
age rate of assessment on a total area, including 28 per cent. of
irrigation, was Rs. 2-0-3 per acre.

he best description of the settlement is that given by Colonel
Dixon himself in a Sumi-ﬂlﬁcinl letter to Sir Henry Lawrence, dated
25th January 1856:—“If the season be moderatély favonrable and
the faldos be replenished, the rent will be paid with ease and cheer-
fulness by the people. If drought ensues, we have been prepared to
make such a remission that distress in paying the revenue shall not
reach the people. It is necessary to bear in mind that we have
iven the profits to the people, oursclves bearing the onus of loss.
n a country like Ajmer-Merwira, where the seasons are so extremely
irregular, to burden the zamindars with arrears of rent on account
of what was not produced wonld check the energies of the people,
and render them less industrious than thu_y now are, when they know
we shall only elaim the rent or a portion of it, when it has been
assured to them by Providence. To have made the Jjama less
would have been to have left the zamindars only partiall employed,
while in a season of searcity we must still have relaxed the demand.”
This extract clearly sets forth the nature of the settlement. Tt wus
not intended to be an equal annual jume to be eollected in all years
except what in other parts of India wonld be ealled famine :
but the assessment was pitched at the highest amount that Colonel
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Dixon believed shonld be collected in good years, and he was prepared
to apply for remissions whenever they were requi

The people accepted the settlement with reluctance, but as pro-
Eoeed, it was sanctioned for 21 years. The Lieutenant-Governor,

awever, desired it to be understood “ that except after report to Gio-
vernment and special sanction, no other penalty was to be attached
to the non-fulfilment of the settlement contract than annulment
of the lease and return to kham management.” The settlement
thus sanctioned was a mauzawdr settlement only in name, and the
system of colleetion adopted by Colonel Dixon rendered it practieally
a ryotwiri one, Before the instalments were due the villages were
divided into circles and a chapradi was appointed for each circle. It
was the duty of this official, in company with the patel and patwari,
to eollect from each individual tenant the sum recorded against his
name in the patwari’s register. If the cultivator himself could not
pay, the banin with whom he kept his accounts was called up and
the money generally produced. When the revenue could not be col-
lected, Colonel Dixon made up his mind as to how mmech should be
remitted about the month of May, and applied for sanction for the
remission of the amount proposed. It was a matter of common tradi-
tion in the district that when the revenue of any village was found to
come in with difficulty, the Deputy Collector was sent ont and
arranged for a re-distribution of the assessment. Such a mode of
administration, though the best suited to the district and perfectly
consonant with the wishes of the people, differs very considerabl
from the mausawar system, and could only succeed where the Cuf':
lector was intimately acquainted with the resource of each village,

Having completed the settlement of Ajmer, Colonel Dixon took up
the assessment of Merwira. He was embarmssed with no instructions,
as he was rightly considered the best judge of what should be done.
He went into ].I{'-rwlm in the cold weather of 1849-50 and reported
his settlement of the district on the 27th September 1850, 1t was
sanctioned for 20 years ata net demnand of 181,751 and a gross
demand of Bs. 1,88742.  The incidence of the assessment was
Rs. 2-11-2 per acre on an area which included 38 per cent. of irriga-
tion.

For several years after the settlement there was a sncesssion of
favourable seasons, and remissions for which Colonel Dixon had to
apply were but emall in amount. Many tanks and wells were made
by the PE%‘IE themselves, and the country was prosperous and. con-
tented. ith Colone] Dixon's death, however, in 1857, the era of
material improvement may be said to close, and the era of inflexible
realization of revenue commenced. The principle of his settlement
was forgotten, and the idea gradually gained ground that the nssess-
ment was an equal annual demand to be collected in full each year.

An account of the further progress of the settlement is given by
Captain J. C. Brooke, the first Deputy Commissioner of Ajmer, in his
report of the 24th July 1858. He found that there had been no
banchh or distribution of deficiencies caused by defaulters over
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the village eommunity since the settlement. No account has heen
kept of the profits of common land, and any remissions received from
the State were appropriated by the whole village, giving a very small
modicum  of m-iiEF to those really requiring it. The patwaris were
miserably paid, and generally acted as money-lenders to the people.
Captain Brooke revised the paturis’ establishment, and doubled up
the smaller villages so as to enable a more fitting remuneration to be
given to those who undertook the duties. He called attention to
the manner in which land submerged in the beds of tanks had been
assessed at high mates, and proposed to strike ont of the settlement
all lands liable to constant submersion, and to take revenue from them
only when they should he enltivated. He was of opinion that the
settlement had pr(*."c-'tt-l:] heavily, and showed that the pri::e of wheak
and barley had fallen 50 per cent. below what they were for the
three years preceding the settlement. Many of his suggestions
were valuable, but nothing was done.

Major Lloyd, Deputy Commissioner in 1860, was struck by signs
of growing prosperity, but it is significant that five villages had come
under khdm mansgement in Ajmer and seven in Beiwar. Major
Lloyd arranged for a systematic revision of the scttlement records
and a fresh distribution of the revenue. But the season of 1860 was
a bad one, and remissions and suspensions were necessary in most
estates, The work of re-distribution of the revenne was held in
abeyance and never recommenced.  Thereafter until 1867 the
revenue was collected in full.  In 1866 an important change was in-
troduced into the system of collecting the revenue. The whole
revenue was ordered to be collected from the headmen alone, and
the system initiated by Colonel Dixon was abolished.

In 1868-69 came the great famine, the most disastrous since the
one of 1812. 1In 1860 the Deputy Commissioner reported that the
state of apathy and dcmnm];znl:inn of the people was such that
nothing availed for the collection of revenune save active coercive
measures, In Merwira it was found utterly impossible to collect
the revenue during the famine years, and eventually the arrears
were remitted. A summary settlement was made for Merwira
from the year 1872-73, which was at a reduction of 32 per cent. on
the settlement demand.

In 1871, as the existing settlements were nearing their term of
expiry, Mr. J. D. LaTouche was appointed to make a new settle-
ment of the districts. Operations began with a complete village
survey of the three faksils of Ajmer, Beawar and Todgarh, which
was finally completed in 1873, Various improvements were introduced
into the settlement registers, one of the most notable being that
the fields were numbered in the Lhosra so as to show the vari-
ous holdings as recorded in the khatani. The system of assess-
ment also had distinctive features, as compared with those of previous
settlements. Up to that time the nssessments had never been
founded on or checked by rates, but had been exclusively based on
the history of past collection. Rates for the wvarious kinds of land
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had never been worked out from the total assessment on & tract, nor

had the assessment on a village been decided by inductive process

from the rates decided for lands. The assessment of each individual

;fiflilnge had been a deductive guess on the part of the assessing
CET.

The principle now to be followed was laid down in the instructions
from Government. The Settlement Officer was first to divide the
villages to be assessed into groups, 5o as to avoid applying a nniform
rate to those of which the charucteristics were markedly different. In
every group he was then toseleet some specimen villages, in which the
records of the Deputy Commissioner’s Otfice and locul enquiry would
ghow him that the revenue had been paid with a fair amount of ease.
From the statistics of these specimen villages he was then to work out
fuir rates for the different kinds of soil. These soil rates were then
to be applicd to the remaining villages, after carefully examining
the accounts of past collections and remissions in the villages to see 1f
the amount indicated by the soil rates could fairly be paid. In decid-
u:g thus, he was not to consider years of exceptional drought, extra-
ordinary bad seasons bein left to be dealt with by the np‘]_{-limtiﬂn of
extraordinary remedies. order partly to surmount the ifficulty of
an equal annual demand being assessed in a tract where the seasons
are so irregular, water revenue was assessed separately from the land
revenue on the irrigated aspect. The assessment on the dry area in-
cluded the full assessment on well land, but in each village where the
tanks failed to fill, the water revenue was to be proportionately remit-
ted each year.

Tanks were divided into classes according to their irrigating capa-
city, and a lump sum was fixed as the assessment of each tank. Tma
was to be made good from the fields actually irrigated in each year,
unless its incidence on the irrigated arca exceeded a certain fixed
maximum or fell below a eertain fixed minimum. When the incidence
aximum per acre was exceeded, only the maximum was charged and
the balance remitted; when the incidence per acre fell below the
minimum, the minimum rate was charged and the excess over the
total lump sum was credited to Government, A certain amount of
stability was thus secured for the water revenue, Extended irrigation
was also eneouraged, as within the minimum the more the water was
eponomized and s wread, the less per acre each cultivator had to pay.
The total revenue thus fixed in Ajmer-Merwira amounted to Rs. 55,432,
Lands were divided into talabi—irrigated from tanks and abi
land in the dry beds of tanks. The maximum, minimum and average
rates for talabi land per acre at this settlement were Rs. 5-5,
Rs. 1-9, and Rs. 8-8 respectively, For abi lands the figures were
Rs. 1-14, Rs. 1-4, and Rs. 1-9.

Including the water rates the total net land revenue demand
amounted to Bs. 2,61,557, of which Ajmer contributed Rs. 142,806 and
Merwara Rs. 1,158,661, Owing to & new arrangement for the collec-
tion of cesses, this net amount cannot be compared with the previous
demand of Colonel Dixon. By the new system siX per cent. wag
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dedueted from the Government demand, 5 per cent. being allowed as the
wy of lambarddrs and 1 per cent. as the pay of zauldirs or circle

sudmen, the remainder constituting the net Government demand. To
this was added 10 per cent, 3} per cent. belonging to the District
Fuads, and 6} per cent. belonging to the Patwiri Funds., The gross
demand exclusive of this 10 per cent. addition may be compared with
with Colonel Dixon's figures, Doing so, we find that in Ajmer the
assessment was a reduction of 14 per eent. on Colonel Dixon’s settle-
ment, and in Merwira of 25 per cent.  For Ajmer-Merwara the total
demand of Colonel Dixon was Rs 3.56,231, as compared to Rs.
286,548 under Mr. LaTouche's settlement. The total assessable arca
was 311,314 acres and the average holding 532 acres.

The principle of joint responsibility was not formally abolished, bus
one of the main vbjects of the settlement was to reduce its evils to
& minimum. All well-known and recognized divisions of a village
were allowed to choose a headman, and each cultivator was permitted
the option of deciding through which headman he would pay his
revenue, The total amount payable throngh each patel was added
up, and a list of each headman's constituents given to the headman
and filed with the settlement record. In this way the headmen
become the strictly representative body that they ought to be.

The settlement was sanctioned for ten years and expired in 15884,
The period, though marked by severe droughts in 1877 and 1878,
was on the whole a series of average years, and under the moderate
assessment of the settlement, the district made substantial progress.
In 1877 the rainfall did not come up to 12 inches, and yet the
revenue was paid without any difficulty. All but Rs. 5,857 were
collected within the year, and Rs, 1,117 only remitted. Between 1880
and 1884 only Rs. 655 had to be remitted in Ajmer and Rs. 591 in
Merwira, Combined with the progress and prosperity of the district,
these figures give ample proof of the general suceess of the settlement.

That Government were of this opinion is evident from the instrue-
tions 1ssued to Mr. Whiteway unpon his undertaking the work of
re-settling the districts in 1883. In view of the precarious condition
of the elimate they considered that it would be unwise and dangerous
to venture upon any material enhancements of a permanent character,
In the circumstances a revision of assessment might not have been
necessary at all, had not Government been anxious to take the oppor-
tunity of placing the assessment of the province upon such a footing
that any future revisions that might be required might be effectod
on the ﬁnsis of existing records, upon known principles, and without
any addition to the existing establishments of the districts. To
sccure these objects thoroughly, correct maps and records were to
be prepared, and a proper system of maintaining up to date such
records established. It was further desired to ntroduce into the
revenue system the principles of suspensions and remissions as approved
by Government,

An account of the methods by which the maps were completed
pnd the records framed will be found under the ::Ihuptﬂr on surveys,
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Whether permanent correctness can be claimed for these maps may
be doubted. No survey of unculturable ground and topographical
features was attempted, and hillsides which were classed as uncultur-
able may in course of time become cultivated by a system of terraces.

The chief innovation in the new settlement was the division
of the districtsinto fluctuating and non-fluctuating areas. It was
an extension of the principle already introduced by the previous
settlement in the case of the water rate on tank irrigated areas, and
its object was the same, to surmount the difficulty of assessing an
ﬁmﬂ annual demand upon tracts liable to the constant vicissitudes

indifferent seasons. The arrangement, as sanctioned, refers the
revenue to a dry rate which can at a future time, should the rise in
prices warrant the change, be raised; while, whenever a revision of
the revenue is decided on, such revision will merely consist in raising
the standard cultivated area, and consequentl the standard revenue.
On the basis of the assessment rates of the other classes of soil, which
are multiples of the assessment dry rate, the areas irrigated from
wells or tanks can be expressed in terms of the dry rate. That is
to say, if the well rate be ten times the dry rate, then a well-irrigated
acre is worth ten dry acres. The total cultivated area of a viﬁ: .
referred by these means to the dry rate, is called the dry unit area.
The dry rate to which the revenue is referred is not fixed, but varies
within certain limits, and the rate of the year is determined by the
standard revenue divided by the dry unit area. When the rate exceeds
the maximum, only the maximum is taken and the balance of the
revenie isremitl,eci‘: while when the rate falls below the minimum the
mininum is taken and the balance credited to Government. The
advantages of the system are that Government and the samindar
share equally in the prosperity of good years and losses of calamitous
ones. 'The Auctuating system was applied only to the villages con-
sidered most liable to scarcity. In a tract like Ajmer-Merwira such
a distinction was difficult to make. According to the final result of
the settlement there are no fluctuating willages in Merwari.
In the Ajmer tahsil out of 142 villages, 61 were assessed as fluctuat-
ing, Of these 26 were situated in the Qangwina circle and 23 in
the Ramsar circle. The system required constant supervision on the
part of superior officers, and to it was largely due the appointment
of a Revenue Extra Assistant Commissioner sometime later.

In the non-finctuating villages all increase of cultivation was
assessed at the dry rates of the previous settlement, and no increase
of irrigated area under wells was to be assessed at well rates. All
increase of irrigation from Government tanks, or cultivation in the
bed of such tanks, was assessed at tank and abi rates respectively.
But the rates paid for irrigation from such tanks and those paid
for bed cultivation were revised and raised where necessary. The
- Settlement Officer also went into the question of tank improvement,
and sugwested rules for their better management.

The final result of the settlement showed a total asscssment of
Rs. 2,98,927, as compared with Rs. 2,78,281 of Mr, LaTouche's setble-
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ment. The percentage of increase was 89 in Ajmer, 48 in Beawar,
and 69 in Todgarh, without considering the fact that areas in the bed
of tanks amounting to 7,176 acres were excluded from the fixed
assessed area, and made variable to pay a certain rate on the yearly
eultivation. Out of the total assessment, Rs. 61,147 represented the
share from the variable villages in Ajmer.

The cultivated area showed a satisfactory advanee upon the
figures of the previous settlement. Land under well irri ation had
increased by 6,304 acres, or 189 per cent. In dry cultivation the
inerease was 12,270 acres, or 110 per cent. The total increase of
cultivation over the area assessed at Mr. LaTouche’s assessment was
10-7 per cent. The number of proprietors had increased by 12 per
cent. and that of cultivators decreased by 42 per cent.” Taking only
the cultivated and fallow land and omitting waste, the avera
holding was, in Ajmer 79 acres, in Beawar 3'1 acres, and in Todgarh
16 acres.

Throughout the district the maximum assessment per acre on
land irrigated from wells (chahi) is Rs. 8-2 and the minimum
Re. 1-8. In tanks land (tdlabi) the maximum is Rs, 6 per acre
and the minimum Re, 1. In tank bed land (@bi) the minimum is
As. 8, but the maximum rises to Rs, 6-12 per acre. Indry crop land
(barani) the assessment varies from a maximum of Rs. 1-4 to 4 mini-
mum of 3 annas 9 pies per acre. As a rule the rates are highest
in the Ajmer and T‘odgnrh talsils,

The settlement was sanctioned for 20 ears, and is still in force,
although with certain modifications in the case of the variably-
assessed villages, In the opinion of the local authorities, this system
has proved a failure in practice, in arite of its excellence in theory.
It has been unpopular with the reople, and Government has at varions
timmmnsentego to allow a fixed assessment to be substituted for the
variable system in certain villages. The number of those variably
assessed is now only 37,

According to the Government order at the time of the 1874
settlement, extraordinary bad seasons were not to be considered
in deciding the ordinary assessment : they were to be left to be dealt
with by the application of extraordinary remedies, and it has onl
been by means of generous suspensions and remissions that this
settlement has come successfully through the recent famines. In
1805 special rules were introduced for the suspensions and remissions
of land revenue. They had previously been granted, but under no
well-defined system. By the new rules such a system was initiated,
and proposals to suspend or remit now follow promptly upon the
oceurrence of any local calamity, scarcity, or famine.

Between 1884 and 1890 only Rs, 785 were remitted in Ajmer
and Rs, 3718 in Merwara. But the next decade tells a different
story. During the 10 years in Ajmer Rs. 40,041 were remitted
and the collection of 2,090,694 tem ily suspended. Of the
latter amount Rs 46,045, Rs. 67,378 and . 75,838 were suspended
in the famine years of 1891-92, 1892-93 and 1899-1900 respectively.
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In Merwira during the same period Rs. 6,769 were remitted, and
the large amount of Rs. 429,701 was sus nded. In 1891-92
Rs. 53,526, in 1802-93 Rs, 88402, in 1893-94 Rs. 61,881, in 1894-85
Rs. 36993, in 1898-99 Rs 87389 and in 1899-1900 Rs. 137,319
remained uncollected at the end of each year respectively. At the
end of 1902-03 the outstanding balances of revenue stood at
Rs. 1,534,389 in Merwira and Rs. 89,219 in Ajmer, although remissions
to the extent of Rs. 2,55,000 were granted over the two districts on
1st April 1902.

The figures quoted above bear eloquent testimony to the diffi-
enlty of assessing an annual demand from a tract like Ajmer-Merwira
to be recovered in fgu-:-d and bad years alike. A general recognition
of the principle of suspensions and remissions in famine years, eom-
bined with a settlement based on the results of average harvests, is
now agreed to be the best form of revenue administration for the

districts.
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CHAPTER XV,
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MiscELLANEOUS REVENUE,

The Opium revenue is obtained from the duty on opium exported,
Ajmer-Merwiira is an opinm- wing tract on a small scalle, the
cultivation being almost entire y restricted to the hilly tracts of Mer-
wara. Ajmer is nominally a supply centre for the Bombay Presidency,
via Indore, but no opium has been exported in that direction for some
years. Large quantities are still ux].mrt}d to the Panjab. The
tmport and export of opium to and from Ajmer-Mewira is regulated
under passes, import by rail being permntted only to preseribed
railway stations, and export by rail being allowed from the Ajmer
railway station only. The levy of an import duty and of a corres-
ponding excise duty upon locally produced opinm has recently been
sanctioned with effect E'nm the 1st April 1904 and Ist April 1905
respectively,

During the 10 years ending in 1590, the average number of acres
under opium cultivation in the lhalsa area was 2,683. During the
next decade the average fell to 1,351 acres. In 1902.03 only 852 acres
were so coltivated, I-E{:_dccmasﬁ being partly due to more stringent
measures for prevention of opinm smuggling, During the same period
the average numbers of chests exported were 151 and 463 respectively,
while 466 were exported in 1902-03. The average Imperial opinm
receipts, viz.,, the duty on opium exported during the decade ending
in 1890 came to 1'15 lakhs. In the next ten years they were 103
lakhs, and 131 lakhs in 1902-03, In 1903-04 the duty on opium
exported amounted to Rs. 1,01,220.

The salt consumed in the province comes from the Government
works at Sgmbhar and Pachbhadri in Rajputina, and pays revenue
there.

By rules introduced in 1901 the cultivat ion of puP ¥ is penmitted
only under a license tobe obtained from the Collector. I'Eu licensee may

crade opium and poppy-heads produced from his land, and
g:’: of them wholesale te a farmer or icensed vendor or to g person
numﬂ by order in writing of the Collector. The possession of
opinm, other than preparations nsed for smoking, in quantities exceed-
ing 5 toliis, and of preparations used for smoking in quantities exceed-
ing one tola, is prohibited throughout the area except to licensed
vendors. The right of retail vend 15 farmed in the four urban areas of
Ajmer, Beawar, Kekri and Nasiribad, and in the rupl areas, In
1900-01 there were ten shops in the urban areas, and the vend feps
amounted to Rs, 6,983, In 1903-04 there were 47 shops throughont
all Ajiner-Merwira, and the receipts from farm and vend fees amounted
to Rs. 16,079, The quantity of opium issued from the shups was 113
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maunds 27 seers 2 chittdks, the incidence of taxation being Rs, 375
per seer. As already stated, an excise duty on locally-produced opium
will come into foree on 1su April 1805,

The arrangements for the control of the spirits resembles the
district monopoly system of Bombay. The privilege of manufactur-
ing liquor is eased for a number of years to a contractor, who must
have Ehe liquor distilled at the central distillery near Ajmer city.
He issues the liquor from the distillery on payment of still-head duty,
and removes it to a main depdt, wheunce it is supplied to the various
depdts and shops in the districts. The distillery premises and fittings
are the property of the contractor for the time being, but a new con-
tractor 15 bound to purchase them at a valuation, to be fixed by the
local authorities. The distillation is earried on under the supervision
of a Government excise inspector. The materials used for distilla-
tion are mahus, molasses and toddy. The liquor is either 15°, 25°%,
or 50° under proof, the duty on which is Rs. 2-4, Rs. 2 and Rs. 1-4

allon respectively. :
Per’%hur& is np::fhﬁ.mum guarantee fixed. If the receipts from still-
head duty fall below it in any one year, the Abkéri contractor has to
make up the deficiency.

The average annual receipts from the still-head duty during the ten

ending in 1890 were Rs. 93,190 and in the next decade Ks. 93,950.

1902-03 the receipts were Rs. 76,651,

The number and locality of shops for the retail sale of country
liquor are fixed by the Collector, with the sanction of the Commis-
sioner. There are now 145 in the province, The shop-keepers are
appointed by the contractor, with the approval of the Collector, and
the maximum (Eﬂim of liquor are fixed by the latter.

The spirit distilled from mahua is by far the most popular; there is
little demand for toddy. A preparation of mahua liquor mixed with
sugar, aniseed, cardamom and orange, of the strength of 15° and 25°
under-proof is sold in sealed bottles under the nawe of masila,

The 15 tazimi istimrdrdirs in the Ajmer district are allowed by
Government to maintain private stills for distillation of “liquor from
mahua or molasses, but solely for their own consumption. These stills
are open to inspection by the superior officers of the Excise Pre-
ventive staff, and the liquor distilled is subject to limits fixed by the
Collector.

In addition to the receipts from liquor, excise revenue is also
derived from the vend of the right to sell by retail the intoxicating
drugs—gdnja, charas, bhang and majhin. The cultivation of the
hemp plant in Ajmer-Merwira has been prohibited absolutely by
rules introduced in 1899, Majhan, however, 1s manufactured locally,
A duty of Rs. 4 per seer on gimja, Bs."6 per seer on charas, and
Rs. 5 per maund on bhang is levied upon their import into the district,
The import must come by rail through the Ajmer Railway Station
must be consigned direct to the Collector of Exise Revenue, and Tota
be removed to a bonded warehouse in Ajmer, where it remains unti]
the duty is paid and it is issued for consumption,
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The average receipts from drugs during the ten years ending in
1890 were Rs. 4,904, In the next decade the average rose to Rs. 6,976,
In 1903-04 the total receipts from duty and vend fees of drugs amount-
ed to Rs. 11,022. There were 17 retail shops in the districts, and
the incidence of hemp drugs revenue per head of the population came
to 4 pies.

A preventive establishment is maintained at a monthly cost of
Rs. 910, of which half is paid by Government and half by contribu-
tions from the liquor, opivin and drugs’ contractors. The staff tours
in the districts on inspection duty during 8 weeks in every month.

Arrangements have been made with neighbouring Native States by
which the latter refrain from placing their liquor shops within three
miles from the Ajmer-Merwira border.

The consumption of liquor has decreased considerably during the
last 13 years.  The liquor revenue which was Rs. 1,836,997 in 1591-92
had fallen to Rs. 76,681 in 1902-03. For this various canses may be
assigned. The depletion of people’s resources by faumine has made
them resort to the cheaper intoxieants, such as drugs, and the surplus
available for luxuries has been considerably restricted. Certain classes
are debarred from drinking by religions and moral principles, and
among others a tendency is said to be’ growing to confine the con-
sumption of liquor to the oceasions of festivals, The excise measures
of t.llm Government have the same effect, and the facility and ease
with which liquor could formerly be obtained no longer exist.

English edueation and the general spread of modern ideas is leading,
especially in the towns, to an inereased demand for imported and
European spirits in dyruﬂ:runce to country liquors, so far as the richer
classes are concerned. The duty paid on imported spirits rose from
Bs. 2,165 in 1886-87 to Rs. 10,974 in 1896-97, but fell to Rs, 9,426 in
1902-03. In this year 2855 gallons were imported as against 567
in 1886-87.

The systemn of stamp revenue is under similar rules to those
prevailing in the rest of British India. Licenses are graated to
vendors, who are allowed discount upor: the sale of stamps, accordin
to a fixed schedule. The Assistant Comissioners of Ajmer n.ng
Merwim are Collectors for the purposes of the rules.

Between 1880 and 1890 the average receipts were Rs. 1,13,543 for
non-judicial stamps, and Rs. 86,171 were derived from judicial stamps.
In the next decade the ave receipts from the latter had risen to
Rs. 80,798, while the fuﬂue:aﬁ:d fallen to Rs. 1,10,123. In 1902-03
receipts from judicial and non-judicial stamps were Rs. 86209 and
Rs. 45,120 respectively. The inerease and decrease in the revenue from
judicial stamps is due to canses affecting the popularity of litigation. In
times of famine, civil suits diminish, as little can be recovered from a
debtor upon relief works. On the other hand liabilities are contracted
which when prosperous seasons return, result in increased litigation,
Overan average of ten years, therefore, the figures are not much affect-
ed. Among causes affecting revenue from non-judicial stamps may be
mentioned the growing popularity of the money order system and the
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use of eurrency notes, leading to a decreased demand for foreign bills
and hundi stamps, and the growing appreciation of the advantages
o]f; legal security for debts resulting in an increased sale of impressed
sheets.

The Assistant Commissioners of Ajmer and Merwira are the
Collectors of Income-tax in their respective charges. An appeal to
the Commissioner lies from their decisions.

The net revenue from income-tax from 1886-87 to 1889-90
amounted to Rs, 3,87,686, and in the next decade to Rs. 736,300. In
the former period the incidence per head of the population avernged 3
annas 3} pies per annum, while the number of assessees per thousand
averaged 6:5. In the latter period the average annual incidence per
head of population came to 2 annas 2} pies, and the average number
of assessees per thousand to 42, In 1902-03 the income-tax yielded
Rs. 63,245, showing an incidence of 2 annas 1 pie per head of pula-
tion. The number of assessees amounted to four per thausnncfu

Income-tax.
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CHAPTER XVL

LocAL AND MUNICIPAL.

There is one District Board for both Ajmer and Merwira, which
eame into existence on the lst December 1388, The District M agris-
trate of Ajmer is chairman, and there are 40 members. Of these
9 are nominated by the Local Government, 6 are elected from
Ajmer snd 10 from Merwim.  The remaining 15 wre composed of
the tazimi istimrirdars of Ajmer, who are “ ex-officio” members.
The electorate body is restricted by various qualifieations of property
and position.

The principal functions of the Board are the upkeep of Loeal
Fund roads, roadside trees and dak bungalows, and the general

‘ment of fairs and tolls thronghout the district. It also assists
to maintain out of its funds the district dispensaries and the village
schools, and decides questions connected with them, In times of
scarcity it has Erequan:‘] started road works in order to relieve local
distress. In 1895-96 the Sendra, Kotra, Bhim-Titri, and Begwar-
Nayinagar roads were undertaken chiefly with this ohject, and in
1896-97 the Chachifwiis-Ararka road was improved for the same
reason. But in times of real famine, these o ligations are more
restricted ; regular relief works are started by Government, and it
fmquem]iohappezm that even Local Fund roads are repaired by
famine labour paid from Imperial Funds, The Board holds a position
of responsibility with reference to the well-being of the district, and
upon occasion 1t has made free distributions of quinine throughout
the villages during the prevalence of fevers,

During the ten years ending 1900 the average receipts amounted
to Rs. 35,121 and the average expenditure to Rs. 86,541, The
largest source of receipts was Provincial rates, which averaged
Rs. 20081, In the expenditure the heaviest items were education
(Rs. 8,284), medical (Rs. 6,277), and public works (Rs. 13,667). This
last item was exceptionall heavy owing to the number of works
undertaken to relieve | scarcity, In 1902-03 the receipts rose
to Rs. 76,622 and the ex[:‘-engliltum to Ra 41,188, Only Rs. 4014
were spent on public works in 1900-01, as Government had under-
taken relief operations on a large scale, and, as explained above, the
usnal re fo many District Fund roads were carried out from
Imperial Funds by famine labourers, Medical expenses were, how-
ever, heavy, amounting to Rs 8814 and were necessitated by the
epidemic of fever which swept the country during the ecold weather.

In 1902-03 the charges under public work d medieal
Rs. 16,543 and Rs. 7,038 respectivell;fl S
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There are three municipalities in the district, at Ajmer, Begwar and
Kekri. Bewar was first established in 1867, Ajmer followed in 1869
and Kekri in 1879. Until 1889 they were under the provisions of
the North-West Provinces and Ondh Municipalities Act, but in that
year it was repealed and replaced by Regulation V of 1886, which
continues in force at present. Local rules applying to each munici-
pality have been framed under the various sections of the Regula-
ti1

n.

Until 1884 the Ajmer municipal committee, consisting both
of Europeans and natives, was entirely nominated by the district
authorities. Its chairman was the District Magistrate, After 1884 the
elective system was introduced, and in the year 1888 the municipa-
lity came under the provisions of Regulation V of 1886. Under the
rules the Committee consists of 18 elected members, including a chair-
man and a number of members nominated by the Loeal Government
who cannot exceed one-fourth of the total number of the Committee.
They usually amount to five. For elective and executive purposes
the municipality is divided into four wards, viz,, the City, Kasarganj,
Suburban and Railway wards. These wards are entitled to return
nine, two, three and three members respectively. The electorate
bady is restricted by residence, educational and property qualifications.
There are no ex-officio members among them. a rule the committee
contains some 6 or 7 Europeans, including the nominated members.

The chief source of the municipal revenues is the oectroi, the
incidence of which, per head of the pﬂgulnt.ion of 73,830 persons,
amounts to Rs, 1-12 per annum nearly. Its average for the ten years
ending 1900 was Rs. 1,16,617. The average total income for the same

iod was Rs. 1,04,286, The year 1902-03 showed a decrease from this
average, only Rs. 1,83,551 being received. The expenditure during
the decade averaged Rs. 1,584,286, out of which conservancy cl,aimaﬁ
Ra. 32,203, and administration and collection of taxes Rs. 38,752. The
expenditure on mfubliﬂ works averaged Rs. 11,621. In 1902-03
municipal expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,56,913.

The efficiency of the working of the municipality is shown by the
vatious improvements that have taken place since 1885, In 1886 a
conservancy tramway was constructed at a cost of about Rs. 1,00,000,
by which the sweepings and nightsoil are taken 3 miles away from the
city to the trenches. An Assistant Health Officer has been appointed,
the conservancy staff has been strengthened, and the number of public
sanitary eonveniences increased. The health of the town has further
been ensured by the completion upon sanitary lines of the suburb of
i j, which has relieved the congestion 1n the city. The Raj-
putana-Milwi Railway has built {wd houses for its employees near
the workshops and in the suburb known as Jones Ganj. New roads
have been constructed giving easy access to the Railway Station from
all parts of the city. In 1900 the Trevor Town Hall was built, and
]I)‘m?idau a large hall for public purposes as well as a municipal office.

he mumicipal committee subscribed Rs. 19,000 towards the cost of
its construetion.

Municipali-
tiea,

L . sl
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The water supply of the town has received attention. The Foy
scheme was completed in 1892, In 1886 the dhobis' ghats,
bathing ghits, and a cattle trough in the Bisla tank were constructed
at a cost of Rs. 40,000, and ensure a supply of clean water for washing
clothes, bathing and watering cattle, The drinking supply has been
further extended ilzg sinking a large well in the Daulat Bagh.
The Ana Sagar catchment area was increased in 1885-86 by the mak-
ing of the east feeder.

Other departments have also improved. Vaccination has been
made compulsory, and a s:ipecini staff is employed for the registration of
vital statistics. A hbonded warehouse has been constructed for stor-
ing dutiable articles which are intended re-ex]ﬁ:t. Five new police
outposts have been established and the force has been strengthened.
Cattle pound and slaughter-house arrangements have been improved,
Trees have been planted along the roads and in the public gardens,
Owing to municipal supervision the class of hackney carriages avail-
able has risen considerably. Larger grants are now made for educa-
tional purposes. The municipal accounts are audited by the Examiner,
Public Works Accounts, Réjputina and Central India.

The population within Beawar municipal limits in 1901 was
21,928 persons. The town was first given a system of miinicipal
government in 1867, Before 1881 the municipal committee con-
sisted of 15 members, of whom 12 were elected and 8 were ex-officio
members, After 1888 the committee was increased to 20 mermbers,
at which strength it now stands. Out of these 4 are * ex-officio ”
members, one is nominated by Government and the rest are olected,
The Assistant Commissioner, Merwira, is the chairman. Of the
elected members there must be 9 Hindus, 4 Muhammadans and
2 Christians. Including the chairman there are generally two or three
European members. Tﬁe electorate is restricted by a ténancy or pro-

qualification. Prior to 1888 elections were held triennially ;
thereafter till 1897 a third of the elected members went out of office
annually ; since 1897 elections are held triennially, when all elected and
nominated members go out of office.

During the ten years ending in 1900 the total annual income
avamﬁed 49,525, of which octroi accounted for Rs. 39,184. The
annual expenditure averaged Rs. 49,712, of which the largest item was
Rs. 18,603 for charges on account of administration and the collection
of taxes. In 1902-03 the receipts and expenditure were Rs. 57,016
and Rs. 60,196 respectively, Of the latter figures the chief items,
besides administration and collection charges ( Rs. 20,263), were public
safety (Rs. 6,072), education (Rs. 5,387,) and conservancy (Rs. 7,360).

this year the incidence of octroi taxation per head of the popula-
tion was Rs, 2-T,

Since the changes of 1884-85 came into operation, considerable
improvements have been effected in the working of the municipal
?am:u i Bewar. They are to be found in all the departments,

accination has recently been made compulsory instead of optional,
and the contributions paid to the medical institutions have inereased
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steadily. The police force has risen from a strength of 36 to one of
48. Improved rules for the registration of vital statistics were
introduced in 1894, Taxes are still collected by direct agency, but
changes in detail have taken place leading to increased powers of
check and efficiency, specially in the octroi department. e limib
of refunds of octroi was raised from 4 annas in 1891 to Rupee 1 in
1896, and recently has been further raised to Rs. 2. Conservancy
arrangements have been improved, iron carts have been substituted
for those of wood, and the nightsoil sweepings are sold as manure.
Wells have been deepened to secure a more permanent water supply,
and the town has recently come through a period of prolonged drought
without serious inconvenience or any epidemic arising. In 1900 it
was decided to entertain the services of a paid European secretary,
with qualifications as engineer and overseer, in order to secure ein-
cient control over the various departments.

Tho population of Kekri municipality according to the 1901 census
was 7,053. The only municipal taxation is the octroi. The average
income from the tax during the ten years ending in 1900 has been
Rs, 9,182, which gives an incidence of Rs. 1-4-8 per annum_per head
of the inhabitants, The average income from all sources during the
ton vears has been Rs. 11,112, and the average expenditure Rs. 10,690.
Of the latter amount administration expenses and refunds account
for Rs. 4,069, while expenditure on public works averaged Rs. 1,578.
In 1902-03 the total income was Rs. 14,874 and nditure Rs, 13,982,
The incidence of octroi taxation per head of population was Rs,1-13-5.

The Extra Assistant Commissioner in charge of Kekri is the
chairman of the municipal committee, whieh consists of 8 members
besides himself The members are not elected, but are nominated
by the Chief Commissioner on the recommendation of the chairman,
ﬂ{ruugh the Assistant Commissioner, Ajmer. They retire rotation
every three years, but the outgoing members are eligible for re-
appointment. The sanitary condition of the town an the water
supply are fair, and no epidemic disease has so far oceurred within its
limits. The town owes 1ts importance and the establishment of a
municipality to the fact that at one time it bade fair to become a
chief entrepdt for the cotton trade of Mewar, In this respect it is
now eclipsed by Bedwar.
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CHAPTER XVIL

Puerie WoRrks,

Ajmer-Merwira is, for urposes of Public Works, a Provineial
division under an Executive Engmeer. assisted by three sub-divisional
officers.  The sub-divisions are Ajmer, Nasiribid and Merwiira, The
two first are in charge of two u'lr}:er subordinates, and the last is under
the charge of alower subordinate, who has his head-guarters at
Begkwar.  Five sub-oversecers are attached to the division to assist
the thres sub-divisional officers. The Public Works Department
looks after all the civil Government buildings, the roads and irrigation
tanks in_the Division and military buildings, except at Nasirabad,
Distriet Fund and municipal suhurlgm roads are also in its charge,
the Executive Engineer being the professional adviser of the president
of the District Board, and of the chairmen of the Ajmer, Begwar and
Kekri municipalities respcctive}lg’.

Between the date of the British ocenpation of the distriet and
1869 the attention of the Public Works was mainly confined to the
roads. During these ‘])'cnrs the Nasiribad-Deoli road, the Grand
Trunk road from the Jaipur border to Marwar, the Ajmer-Nasiribgd
and the Ajmer-Pushkar road were constructed. Before 1869 all the
tanks built in Ajmer and Merwira were constructed by the Civil
Department, and chiefly through the -:ne:jgy of Colonel Dixon. In
this year an Irrigation division was added to the Public Works De-

ment, and all tank works since constructed have been carried out
y it. Among the more notable may be mentioned the Nadi Nala
tank in 1872, Balad in 1873, Jalia in 1875, Bir in 1876, Danta in 1877,
Makrera in 1879, Ladpura in 1881, and Ksir tank in 1892.93
During the famine Fenrs 1898-00 the department carried ont the
doubling of the railway embankment line between Tilaurnis and
Madarpura and between Ajmer and Kharwa. It also eonstructed the
earthworks of the projected lines between Nasiribid and Kekr,
Kekri and Siwar and part of the embankment for the Birin-Marwar
line,

The department is also responsible for the construction of the
fine public buildings erceted in Ajmer during recent years, The
Ajmer Government College was built in 186 -70, and the Ajmer
Distriet Courts between 1873 and 1876. The Mayo College was
constructed in 1878-1885, the Ajmer Court of Wards Office in 1890-
91, the Victoria Jubilee Clock Tower in 1891-92, the Ajmer General
Hospital in 1894-95, and Trevor Town Hall in 1899-1900.

The only large municipal water scheme completed by the depart-
ment is that which supplies Ajmer with water from the Foy
reservoir, situated 8 miles to the south-west of the town, ‘]_5;:
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reservoir was constructed from municipal funds in 1892 by throwing
a dam across the Bandi river, The tank when full is 30 feet d
and has a cubic capacity of 150 million cubic feet, sufficient to supply
all the requirements of Ajmer city, civil station and railway for
about two years. The water flows by gravitation thmu%l'; a 12-inch
iron pipe, and commands the general level of the town. If, however,
the depth of the water in the reservoir falls below 6 feet, the height
of the outlet bed, it has to be raised into the pipe by pumping opera-
tions. It is sufficiently pure for most purposes, and undergoes searcely
any filtration. During the past deeade the severe droughts have
serionsly affected thgnlgoy Sigar, and it has twice been found necessary
mhi;gwuﬂer&umthaB Pushkar lake, 5 miles to the north-
west of Ajmer. The water there is of a very pure quality, and is
never known to fail, but as a high barrier exists between it and
Ajmer, it ean only be obtained by ecostly pumping. For this reason
the line of iron piping between this lake mcfthe town is only used
in case of any temporary failure of the Foy Sigar supply.

In the case of famine the provision of a programme of works, and
supervision of them when started, are duties of the Public Works

Department.
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CHAPTER XVIIL

ARwMy,

There are three military stations in the district—Nasirabad, Deoli
and Ajmer, the two latter gﬁin garrisoned by local corps.

The cantonment of Nasirbad is aituatui' on a bleak, bare plain,
which slopes eastward from the farthest range of the Arivalli Hills
in this direction. The drainage is good, but there is a great lack of
sweet water. All the wells in the cantonment are brackish and
many are quite bitter. Water for the troops is carried a distance of
about three miles, There is also a pipe, by which water is brought
from the wells at Danta some four miles away.

The lines of Nasirabad were laid out in 1818 by Sir David Ochter-
lony, who early in the year had marched into Rajputina with a force
of eight regiments of infantry, one of cavalry and a proportionate
amount of artillery, with a view of effecting the di ion of Amir
Khan's forces, and confirming the newly-formed and renewed treaties
of alliance and protection with the States of Rajputina. Two accounts
are given of the origin of the name, According to one it was after a
fakir, Nasir Shih, whom the General found living in the place,
According to the other the name is derived from the title of Nasir-
ud-danla, which Shih Alam conferred on Sir David Ochterlony for his
defence of Delhi against Holkar in 1804. The cantonment is laid
out in a continuous stretch of over a mile in length, the lines of the

being to the windward of the officers’ bungalows, to the leeward
of which isa large irregularly-built open town with about 20,000
inhabitants. The gam'ﬂ-m consists of a%attrery of Royal Field Artil-
lmg, 6 companies of British infantry, a regiment of Bombay infantry
and a squadron of Bombay cavalry from the regiment at Nimach,
It is directly under a Colonel on the Staff, but forms part of the
Mhow division of the Western Army

As a mili station Nasiribad is important in being most
centrally situated for operations in Rajputina. It is the nearest
considerable military station to Jaipur and Jodhpur, and well placed
for the rapid despateh of troops in the direction of Udaipur, Bikiner
or Indore.

The cantonment is administered by a eantonment committee,
under the Cantonment Code of 1899, and the Cantonment Magis-
trate” exercises civil and eriminal jurisdiction within its limits,
Nasiribad a chaplain of the Church of England appointed
by the the Bishop of Bombay, and a Roman Catholic chaplain. The
former is supposed to minister to the spiritual wants of the European



ARMY. 119

inhabitants of Taragarh, Béiwar and Deoli also. The Cantonment
Magistrate is the Registrar of Births and Deaths under the Commis-
sioner, Ajmer-Merwira, as Registrar-General. The Administrator-
General of Bengal takes charge of the estates of persons dying
intestate,

The cantonment of Deoli is about 70 miles from Ajmer, in the
midst of native territory, but the cantonment itself is considered part
of the Ajmer district. It is garrisoned by a local crops called the
42nd Deoli Regiment, formerly called the Deoli Irregular Force. After
the Mutiny a regiment of Bengal cavalry was also stationed at Deoli,
but it was removed at the time of the last Afghin war.

The 42nd Deoli Regiment consists of a squadron of cavalry and
and a battalion of infantry, with a total of 7 British officers and
812 native rank and file, The infantry is recruited from the
Minis, a predatory tribe who have been enlisted with a view to weaning
them from unlawful pursuits ; the sawirs are principally Sikhs. The
commandant of the force is also Cantonment ﬁugistmtre, and disposes
of the few magisterial cases which arise from time to time.

The 44th glfamm Infantry, formerly known as the Merwiia Batta-
lion, whose head-quarters were removed from Begwar to Ajmer in 1871,
deserves a more extended notice, as it was Inrﬁel instromental in the
pacification and civilization of Merwira; and the lution of the Go-
vernor-General in Council, dated 20th June 1822, which directed the
formation of a local corps in Merwira, yields 1o none in the impor-
tance among the measures adopted to reclaim the Mers from t eir

atory habits, The nucleus of the regiment then raised was com sedl
of drafts from the Rampura local battalion, which in its turn had been
formed from the remnants of the army of the notorious Amir Khan.
The total strength of the new battalion was fixed at 680 of all ranks,
divided into 8 companies. Vacancies for 340 Mers as sepoys were
reserved, and a certain proportion of the commissioned and non-com-
missioned posts were set apart for those Mers who should qualify
themselves to hold them. The corps was cantoned near the old town
of Beawar, about 30 miles south-west of Ajmer, then in the midst of a
waste and uncultivated tract of country. At first there was consider-
able difficulty in obtaining recruits, but 100 Mers of ages from 50 to 14
years were induced to enlist by a largess of five rupees and the favor-
able influence of a general feast. Not only was it ditficult to enlist men,
but it was still more difficult to retain them after they had enlisted.
Many returned to their villages, being unable to brook the restraints
of military service. The regiment, however, soon found no difficulty in
attracting men to its standard ; some of the most smart and deserving
recruits were rapidly promoted ; the first feeling of mistrust soon gave
way to one of attachment to the service, and while the battalion
Ezi.ned in popularity it also gained a creditable standard of efficiency

m a military point of view.

During the early years of the existence of the battalion many Mer
sepoys used to take their discharge on the completion of three years
service, by which time they had generally managed to save sufficieng
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‘mutiny, a detachment of the battalion was employed with the Raj-
putna field force under Major-General Sir G. St. Patrick Lawrence,
and moved inst the mutineers of the Jodhpur Legion, who had
established themselves in the walled town of Awah in Marwir. For
its services and for the unshaken fidelity and loyalty displayed by the
corps, all men serving with the battalion on 1st July 1857, were
rewarded with the grant of the same pay and privileges for pension as
soldiers of the line.

In December 1857 the Government of India authorized the
formation of a second Mer regiment to be stationed at Ajmer. The
Merwira Battalion was reduced by two companies, which were drafted
into the new regiment. The strength of the united corps was 1,500
men, but the new battalion enjoyed only a short existence, In 1861 it
was reduced and amalgamated with the old Merwiri Battalion, which
was raised to a strength of 1,000 of all ranks, the new battalion being
called the Merwara Police Battalion, and put under the control of the
Police Department of the North-West Provinces. By this measure
the battalion, with the exception of the men on whom special privi-
leges had been conferred as a reward for loyalty during the mutiny,
was deprived of the advantages in respect of pay and pension, which
were afterwards conferred on the local military corps of Rajputina.
The men were consequently discontented, while the regiment was
practically useless for police purposes. These among other cogent
reasons induced Lord Mayo in 1870 to re-organize the battalion into
a purely military corps. The numbers were reduced to 712 of native
ranks tiividt.-d into 8 companies. The pay of the men was raised
from Rs. 5-8 to Bs. 7 a month, and they were granted the same
privileges as regard pension and allowances as the other local infantry
corps in Rijputdna. At the same time the head-quarters were trans-
ferred from Bedwar to Ajmer, where they are at present.

In 1878 the regiment took part in the Afghin campaign, and in
1901 were mobilized for service in Jubaland, but the expedition ter-
minated without the necessity of sending re-inforcements. In 1807
the battalion was placed under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief
in India. Its present strength consists of 4 British officers, and 712
native rank and file. The Civil Surgeon, Ajmer, is in medical charge
of the regiment. Although during its earlier history many outsiders
were found in the ranks, 1t is now recruited entirely from Mers and
Kathiat Merits,

The regiment, however, has ceased to be what it was in former
days, a school through which the greater part of the youth of the
country passed ; and more especially since the removal of the head-
quarters to Ajmer, its influence on what tlmi' be called the home
aspects of the corps has Leen much diminished. While the battalion
was at Beawar, the soldiers, who enlisted for the most part from the
villages immediately adjacent, were allowed to go to their homes after
Em-gﬁ?j_n the morning, they worked all day in their fields, and were

ack to cantonments by night. Leave was often applied for by those
whose homes were at a greater distance, and freely granted. The men
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therefore continued practically to form a part of the agrieultural
population : they met their relations frequently, and their pay went
often to the common stock, whereas soldiering has now become a pro-
fession. Men who enlist do so for their lifetime, and only take their
disch when invalided or entitled to their full pension.” After their
term mrﬁcct is over, they invariably settle down on their ancestral
land, and have pmbn'l:-l{ saved enough to dig a well for its improve-
ment, Here they spend the remainder of their days, and have gene-
rally considerable influence in the villages, especially those who have
attained to the rank of subakdar or jumadar in the battalion.

Ajmer is also the head-quarters of the 2nd Battalion, Bombay,
Baroda and Central India Railway Volunteer Rifles. The corps
originally formed part of the Agra Volunteer Rifle Corps, with the
title of Rijputina-Malwa Volunteer Rifle Corps. In 1887 its title
was to the present designation. It consists of 11 companies,
including a cadet company at Mount Abu. Its strength in June
1903 stood at 344. The grand total of troops of all arms within the
province on 1st June 1903 was 2,515, of which 789 were British and
1,726 Native,



CHAPTER XIX.

PoLIcE AND JAILS,

Before 1861 Ajmer-Merwara had no re ilar police, The general

o of the district was maintained by the local military force, known
as the Merwara Battalion, whose head-quarters were at Bedwar: the
village watchmen and the pecuniary responsibility of istimrardars,
bhuwmias, and jagirdars assisted to prevent crime in local areas, About
Rs. 35,000 were speat annually upon the upkeep of the chaukidars in
the villages and towns.

Owing to the loyal spirit shown by the Merwira Battalion in the
mutiny, a second Mer regiment was raised in 1857, with head-quarters
at Ajmer. Financial reasons, however, led to its reduction in 1861, or
rather to its amalgamation with the old Merwira Battalion, the
strength of which was raised to 1,000 of all ranks, the designation
of the latter being changed to Merwira Police Battalion, the corps
being removed from the military establishment and placed under
the orders of the Inspector-General of Police, North-West Provinces.
Out of the savings resulting from the abolition of the Mer regiment,
an organized constabulary consisting of 548 men, under a District
Superintendent of Police, was established from the 1st January 1862.
From the same date the provisions of the Police Act (V of 1861)
were extended to the districts.

The arrangement by which the Merwira Battalion was classed as

lice was soon found to be unsatisfactory. It was extnemely un-
popular with the men, while for regular police purposes the regiment
was practically useless. So in 1870 it was restored to its purely
military character.

In 1871 when Ajmer-Merwira was taken under the dircct ma-
nagement of the Government of India, the local police force was
transferred from the control of the Inspector-General of Police, North-
West Provinees, to that of the Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwira, Since
then the District Supuri.utcndent of Police has acted under his orders,
Between 1862 and 1882 successive schemes of reorganization caused
fAuctuations in the numbers of the police force, but since the latter
date there has been little change. In 1902 the strength was 704 of
all grades, which gives a policeman to every 38 square miles, and to
every 6774 of the population of the districk. The supervising staff
consists of a District Superintendent and 3 Inspectors. There are 13
gub-1 tors, 93 head constables, 37 mounted constables and 556 fout
constab The force is distributed among 18 police stations and 38
outposts throughout the districts. Ajmer has T first class and 6

second class stations. In Merwir there are 3 first elass and 2 of the

Early Police.
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second class. The cost of maintenance has risen from Rs, 86,423 in
1881 to Rs. 1,14,689 in 1902, Of the latter amount Rs. 27,123 is
paid from sources other than Tmperial,

The recruiting for the force 15 done loeally, but men come in for
service from the Panjab, the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, and
the sumounding Native States. As a rule there is no difficulty in
obtaining recruits.  The men are trained at the Ajmer head-quarters
before being drafted to other stations and outposts. The general
attitude of educated natives towards the police is satisfactory, and
men of good family and educational attainments are willing to take
service in the force,

As a connecting link between the villagers and the regular police,
both for the detection of erime and supervision of bad characters, a
Egod chaukidari or village police is most valuable. This has always

en recognized in Ajmer-Merwira, and in 1871 the numbers of the
rural police stood at 398. About that time the minimum pay was
raised from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 per month. In 1902 the rural police force
in khalsa and jagir villages numbered 205 and in the istimrari arcas
191. The cost of the former was Rs. 11,044 and of the latter Rs. 9,564
Besides the chaulidars there are in many villages menial classes, who
for a small annual contribution of corn from the villagers perform in a
perfunctory way some of a watchman’s duties,

The raillway police on the Rijputina-Malwa Railway belong to the
Bombay establishment, and are under the orders of the Inspector-
General of Police of that provinee.

During the average of five years ending in 1901 the number of
cognizable cases reported was 4,699, Of these 3,445 were decided in
the criminal courts, 237 cases ending in acquittal and 3,208 in con-
victions. The period includes the famine of 15898-1900, when the
crime incidence was above the normal. The averages show one crime

r*57 square miles of area and 101 of population. Detection is

irly successful, in spite of the facilities for criminals of escaping and
hiding in the surrounding Native States. Finger impressions have
proved useful in tracing previously-convieted offenders.

There is only one jail in the districts—the Ajmer central Jail,
The average number of prisoners daily was 340 in 1902, as com
with 407 1n 1891 and 429 in 18581. The famine of 1898-1900 and
the conditions in Merwira in 1901 resulted in a eriminality which
raised the jail population to the highest point yet reached.

Although the jail is built on one of the most healthy sites in
Ajmer, it did not escape the epidemics of fever and pneumonia that
swept the country in 1891 and 1902, In these years the death-rate
was 27 per mille and 206 per mille respectively. In 1881 under
normal conditions it was only 466 per mille. Carpets and rugs of
excellent quality and good cotton durris are made to order in the
jail. A coarse cotton cloth is also manufactured and dyed, which
finds a good market locally for the clothing of the poorer classes,
The profits in these manufactures have risen steadily from Rs, 2883
in 1881 to Rs. 3,472 in 1891 and to Rs. 3,881 in 1902, :



POLICE AND JAILS, 125

The expenditure on jail maintenance was Rs. 18,789 in 1881,
Rs, 26,686 in 1891 and lg.s. 25,385 in 1902, The cost per prisoner
in each of these years works out at Rs 43-15-9, Rs 65-8 and
Rs. 46-135-4 respectively.

In addition to the central jail there ave three lock-ups at Ajmer,
Nasiribad and Bedwar for prisoners under trial in the courts at these
places. One at Kekri is also under contemplation for the same pur-

In the event of courts being held in other places the prisoners
are kept in the ordinary lock-ups attached to police stations.
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EpUcATION.

In the early days of the British occupation of Ajmer, with the
exception of a monthly subsidy of Rs. 300 to an English missionary
who had established a school in the city, little attempt was made
by Government to provide for the education of the penpfu.

Instruction was confined to the indigenous schools, which in
the year 1845-46 numbered 56, of which 42 with a roll of 807

upils were Hindi and Sanskrit schools, and 14 with 266 pupils

ersian and Arabic schools, The cities of Ajmer and Shahpura, capital
of the present Shihpura chiefship, had 13 Persian and 20 I‘Endi
schools, and the rest were situated in the villages. It was noted
as significant of the aversion of Rajputs to intellectual improvement,
that very few of that caste were to be found in the Hindi schools
and not one in the Persian schools. In the year 1836 a Government
school was established in Ajmer, with a European head master and
two native teachers for Hindi and one for Urdu. At the end of 1837
the number of pupils stood at 219, and for some years the school
was fairly prosperous. But afterwards it declined both in numbers
and efficiency, and was finally abolished in 1843. The next decade
showed a desire for improvment on the part of the people, and Colonel
Dixon points out that nov only had the vernacular schools increased
in Ajmer but one for teaching English had been started by private
effort. The time appeared favourable, and Government decided to
open a school in 1851, with an idea that it might ultimately become
a college, if funds permitted. A Superintendent was appoiuted,
with one English and nine Native assistants, and in the year 1853
there were 230 students, of which 44 were Mubammadans and 186
Hindus. In 1861 the school was affiliated to the Caleutta Uni-
versity, and in 1868 was raised to the position of a college, but
with a staff of teachers limited to the requirements of the First Arts
examination of the Calcutta University.

The College at Ajmer is a commodions building, situated abont
8 mile from the city. It teaches up to the B. A. standard, and in
the same building the higher classes of a High School. The staff
consists of a European Principal, a Vice-Principal, three professors
and thirteen assistant professors and teachers. At.t.awhesl to the
College is a lower school, the staff of which consists of 9 English
and 14 vernacular teachers, Also in connection with the College
there is a boarding house for the accommodation of bovs from the
village schools who have obtained scholarships, and 54 boys resided
here on the 81st March 1903. Provision is being mﬂ.cfﬂ for the
accommodation of 20 more.
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The number of students in 1891 was 411, and 266 in 1903. The
efficiency has steadily increased: the University results in 1881 were
4 Matriculation and 2 Intermediate passes; in 1891 there were 15
Mautriculation passes and 1 Intermediate. In 1903, 23 students
passed the Matriculation examination and 10 the Intermediate, and 8
obtained the B.A. degree.

The cost of the College in 1902-03 was Rs. 82,119, of which
Provincial revenues paid ﬁ. 23,539, District and municipal funds
Rs. 2,580, while the balance come from fees and other sources.

Connected with the Government College at Ajmer through a
system of inspection, are the secondary schools, aided and unmided,
and the primary schools of Ajmer-Merwira. The inspection of
those echools has long been a duty attached to the office of the
Principal of the College, who is assisted in it by two Deputy Inspec-
tors. The public secondary institutions in Ajmer-Merwira numbered
14 in 1903, with a total of 2465 pupils.  Of these 5 are high schools
with 1,567 pupils, and 9 are middle schools. There were also 19 ad-
vanced private schools with 450 pupils, The public institution figures
showed a satisfactory advence upon those of 1801, which were 11
schools (3 high schools and 8 middle schools) with 1,537 pupils, but
the famines had reduced the number of higher private schools, which
in 1891 stood at 33 with 1,168 pupils.

Primary education before 1850 was lefi entirely in the hands
of the indigenous schools supported by the people, and without
interference from Government. But ahurtltx after Colonel Dixon's
assessment in that year, 75 schools were established in Ajmer-Merwira,
and the people were induced to defrny a large portion of their
cost by means of a cess, The number was subsequently reduced
to 57, and the contributions were continued as long as Colonel Dixon
lived. An inspector for village schools was appointed for the Ajmer
district in 1851, and one for Merwara in 1852, After Colonel Dixon's
death, however, the clamours of the people against the cess became
so violent, that Government authorized the cessation of the contribu-
tion, and all schools except those su][:p:rrtml by Government were
closed. The intensity of the unpopularity may be gathered from
the fact that, when the siater-in—}llnw of the Bhinai Rija performed
sati in 1857, the last request of Brihmans who surrounded the
pyre was that she would use her influence for the abolition of the
coss for village schools. The teachers in the indigenous schools were
as a class bn-lﬁ; paid and incompetent, and the Government inspector
writing in 1858 gave it as his opinion that, as long as they continued
to be so, * popular education through the indigenous schools existing
in this provinee is a hopeless sham and a delusion,”  An earlier report
had noted the small amount of knowledge acquired in spite of the
great length of time during which the boys prosecuted their
studies—* when they leave school after having spent some 10 or 12

ears in the Persian, 12 or 13 ycars in the Arabie schools, they possess
Yit.t-lo hc}wmﬂ a mechanical knowledge of the Korfn and an eqlmll;.r
mechanical knowledge of office style.”
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In 1871 upon the transfer of the provinee to the direct control of
the Government of India, the educational department was also
severed from that of the North-West Provinces and was placed
under the Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwira, as Director of blic
Instruction. In 1891 there were 47 upper primary schools, with
a total attendance of 3,082 pupils. Besides these public institutions
2,777 children were being educated in 83 elementary private schools.
The famines of the next decade caused a distinet retrogression in
primary education. But it was made up in 1903, when, though the
number of private elementary schools had fallen to 71, the number of
pupils had increased by 848.  The public primary schools had risen to
50, but_the number of pupils did not keep pace and had sunk to
2,843. Both years, however, show an improvement compared with 1881,
in which year there were 67 public and 60 private primary schoo's,
with a total attendance between them of 4,785 pupils. The propor-
tion of boys under education to those of a school-guing age was 128
per eent. in 1881, 13'5 per cent. in 1891, and 125 per cent. in 1903.
The public primary schools are managed by the educational depart-
ment, under the Commissioner as Director of Public Instruction. The
department receives and disburses not only Government funds in the
case of schools that are maintained entirely by Government, but also
District Funds and municipal contributions towards the expenses of
these schonls. The department also receives the school fees and spends
them. The pay of the teachers varies from Rs. 100 per month paid
to the head-master of the Government Branch School at Ajmer to
Re. 6, the salary of the lowest grade masters in the department,
Out of the 50 primary public schoals, T are girls’ schools and 42 are
village schools (Eafhibu-nrﬁ}. In 1903 the total cost of the primary
public schools was Rs. 17,722, of which Imperial revenues paid Rs. 6,105,
cesses and municipal funds Rs. 7,351; Rs. 3,232 were derived from
fees and Rs. 1,034 from other sources,

A training school for male teachers in the primary and secondary

“schools in_the province was started in Ajmer in 1864, In 1867

a similar instivution was begun for the training of female teachers.
In 1890-91 there were 20 males and 4 females under instruction,
The female normal school was found not to work well and was
abolished in 1893, There were 9 pupils at the male normal schoo)
in 1002-03.

The United Free Church of Scotland mission at Beawar main-
tains & normal school for training the teachers for its village schools.
The same mission supports the only industrial school in the ilistricts
atits Ashapura orphanage. Eight workshops are now established there,
and the boys are taught carpentry, smiths’ work, pottery, tailoring,
masonry, shoemaking, weaving and gardening. In 1901 there was
an average daily attendance of 481,

As was to be nx]sectﬂl among the conservative and backward
population of Ajmer-Merwira, female education has progressed but
glowly. Even nowitis confined to the public primary, and elementary
private gchools. Of the former there are, as already mentioned, 7
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schools for girls only. In the ordinary village schools girls, when they
attend, are educated along with the boys and in the same subjects. In
the special girls' schools, besides reading, writing and arithmetie, they
are taught knitting and sewing.

Taking private and public institutions together, we find that in
1890-91 there were 567 girls being educated in 19 schools. Their

reentage to the female population of a school-going age was 1'5.

imilarly in 1903 the total number of female s¢hools and scholars
was 30 and 1840 respectively, giving a percentage to the female
population of a school-going age of 54. This progress shown in a
decade of famine is satisfactory, and indicates that prejudices against
female edneation are gradnally disappearing. The tendency is most
marked among the Brihman and Mahdjan communifies. The
Muhammadans with their traditional parddlf system, and the Rajputs
with their invincible conservatism lag far behind. 3

In the year 1851 there was only one school in the provinee for
European children—the Railway school at Ajmer. In that year
the number of pupils was 29, and in 1891 it had risento 94. In
1896-97, however, a school for Enropean boys and girls was started
by the Roman Catholic Convent at Ajmer. This at onee attracted
all the children of Roman Catholic parentage, and the numbers
at the Railway school decreased accordingly. In 1903 they stood
at 57, as against 88 pupils attending the Convent school. ]{uth are
classed as secondary schools and receive grants, the former of Rs, 75
and the latter of Rs. 100 per month from Government.

As the Hindu population is eonsiderably in excess of the Muham-
madan, it is only to be expected that their numbers in the various
schools should also be greater. If, however, pereentages of the school-
going population of either class be taken, the Muhnmmadans have, if
anything, the advantage so far as male education is concerned. In 1891
there were 1,757 male and 2 female Muhammadans under instruction,
as against ‘6,331 male and 415 female Hindus, but the percentages
of Muhammadan males and females to their populations of a school-

i g age tively were 284 and 04, against 184 and 13 of the
EL: us. 'Of Muhammadans attending the College the percenta
was less satisfactory, being 7 as aguinst 13 for the Hindus f::
1903 both in the College and in the schools, percentages of Muham-
madan and Hindu males under instruction to their populations of
school-going age amounted to 178 and 190 in buth cases rea‘i)ecﬁvely.
The number of Mubammadans in the College was 31, and in other
public and private schools 1,015. Hindus, however, had the advan
in female education with 802 grls, representing 29 per cent, while
the Muhammadans had only or 13 cent. The general
conclusion from thess figures appears to be that so far as the boys are
concerned the common reproach of backward education among Mubham-
madans eannot fairly be applied to those of Ajmer-Merwara. Many of
them are in the police, army or other branches of the public service,
where the benefits of educating their children are brought prominently
before them. :

The direct cost of the Educational Department in the province in
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1903 amounted to Rs. 78218, Of this Rs 37,060 were paid from
Imperial revenues, Rs. 15,155 were contributed from District and
municipal funds, Rs. 12961 were derived from fees, and Rs. 10,042
from other miscellaneons sources, including endowments and sub-
scriptions. In the same year the average cost per upil in the
College came to Rs. 183-1-8, in training and apecia]i schools to
Rs, 118-8-9, in secondary schools to Rs. 12-13-2 and in primary
schools to Rs. 6-8-3. The census returns of 1901 showed that out of
the total male population only 12 per cent. and of the total female -
population only 8 per cent. were educated.

Quite apart from the general education of the provinee there is the
Mayo College at Ajmer. In the latter part of the year 1870 the late
Earl of Mayo held a Darbiir at Ajmer, and proposed to the assembled
chiefs of Rijasthin that a College should be established at Ajmer,
where their sons and nobles might receive such an education as would
fit them for their high position and important duties, He invited
suhacrigtfnns from the chiefs, promising on behalf of the Govern-
ment of India a sum equal to the aggregate amount collected. Fifteen
of the eighteen principalities in Rajputina responded by promisi
nubscriftiuns amounting to over 6 lakhs, which was lafer increa.agﬁ
to nearly 7 lakhs, the interest on which sum added to a subsidy from
the Government of India forms the income of the College. Of the
three States Dholpur, Jaisalmer, and Dungarpur, which did not sub-
scribe originally, the two last have since contributed to the endowment,
The States of Jaipur, Udaipur, Jodhpur, Kotah, Bharatpur, Bikaner,
Jhilgwar, Alwar and Tonk have also built boarding houses in the
College park at a cost of Rs. 4,28,000, and maintain them at an
annual cost of approximately Rs. 18,600, including the salaries of
house motamids and servants. The most liberal donor was Jaipur,
whose total contributions exceed 2 lakhs, while those of Jodh ur,
Udaipur, Kotih and Jhilawar excced one lakh each. The British
Government on its part presented the Colle rk, comprising 167
acres, formerly the site of the old Rﬂaidenc}',ﬁiﬁl the main buoilding,
the residences of the Principal and Vice-Principal, and the Ajmer
boarding honse, which is occipied by boys from the -Ajmer district
and also by boys from elsewhere who have not been provided with
accommodation by their own States. It also provides for the salaries
of the English staff and the upkeep of the main roads and the four
Government buildin

The main building, which costs approximately Rs. 4,01,400, is
built of white marble in the Indo-Saracenie style, after designs pre-
gared by Major Mant, R.E. The foundation-stone was laid on the 5th

annary 1878 by Mr. (now Sir) Alfred Lyall, then Agent to the
Governor-General for Rajputina, and the building was opened by
H. E. the Earl of Dufferin on the 7th November 1885. In front stands
a statue of the founder, Lord Mayo, the work of Mr. Noble, and
erected from funds subseribed by British and Native residents of
Rajputina. The tén boarding houses, of which 9 are Hindy and
one Mubammadan, are arranged in the form of a horse shoe, with the
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College in the centre of the base. The Jaipur house alone stands at
some distance apart to the south of the main building.

The first Principal to be appointed was the late Colonel Sir Oliver
St. John, at the close of 1874, Major (now Colonel) Powlett, officiated
as Principal for two months in the autumn of 1878, after which he
was relieved by Colonel W, Loch, A.D.C., who held the post for over
24 years, retiring on 1st January 1903. Mr. H. Sherring, the Head
master, officiated as Principal from that date to 3rd March 1903, when
Mr. C. W. Waddington, late Principal of the Rijkumar College, R&j-
kot, was appointed Principal.

The Uollljgge was opened for the reception of boys in October 1875,
The first boy to join was the late Maharaja Mangal Singh of Alwar.
and the number of admissions up to August 1903, was 322, of
whom 56 are now on the College rolls. The total includes the ruling
chiefs of Alwar, Bikiner, Dholpur, Dungarpur, Jhaldwar, Jaisalmer,
Karauli, Kotih, Manipur, Tehri, Farid-kot, and Panna, and the heirs-
apparent of Bharatpur, Partabgarh, Shahpura, Tonk, Kuch Bibar, and
Lunawara. The greater number come from R&jputina, but some 20
have been sent from other provinces,

The different boarding houses are supervised by the English staff,
and in addition there is a native resident guardian in each house.
There is accommodation in all for about 100 boys, with stabling for
about 150 horses. Riding is not compulsory, but the majority of iuys
keep one or two horses.

The College curriculum is not fettered by having to conform to
any prescri eode, but if desired, students are prepared for the
Entrance examination of the Allih&b&d University. The teaching
of Sanskrit and Persian is provided for, when a satisfactory test in the
vernacular has been passed. With a view to making the course of
studies as useful and practical as possible, instruetion is also given in
law, political economy, agriculture, veterinary science, physics and
chammtrg.

To the south of the Jaipur house is the College temple, built
from subscriptions of Rs. 4,000 raised from among the boys, and a
donation of Rs. 5,000, given by Mahant Dewa Das of the Kayasthis
of Ajmer. All Hindu boys attend service at the Temple on Sundays,
and sermons and general instructions are also given there by a Shastri,
The religions traming of the Muhammadan boys is attended to by a
Hafiz attached to the Tonk boarding house.

The boys undergo a thorough course of physical training in riding,
gymnastics, dumb-bells, Indian clubs, drill, target practice and athletic
sports, to one or other of which an hour is devoted every morning,

icket, foot-ball, hockey, lawn-tennis and racquets are played in the
afternoons and evenings.

In February 1902, a conference was held at Caleutta under the

residency of H. E. Lord Curzon, to discuss the question of ingreas-
ing the efficiency of the Chiefs’ Colleges in India. As a result of this
the number of the English staff has been raised from 2 to 4, vis, 1
Principal, 1 Vice-Principal, and 2 Assistants, The Native staff has
also been strengthened and improved and other reforms initinted,



Press and
Newspapers.

132 EDUCATION,

In continuation of the same movement & conference of Chiefs was
held at ﬂjmer in March 1904, under the Agent to the Governor-Gene-
ral in Rajputana, and agreeing with its resolutions the Government
of India have since reconstituted the Couneil of the Mayo College as
follows :—There is a General Council, of which His Excellency the
Viceroy is President and the Agent to the Governor-General in Raj-
putina is Vice-President, composed of (1) all Chiefs who are now
members, (2) such Chiefs from places other than the Bombay Presi-
dency, the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province as may be
nominated by the Viceroy, after qualifying for membership by contri-
buting Rs. 10,000 or more to the Mayo or Daly College, and by
sending a son or ward to the former, (3) the Agent to the Governor-
General in Central India, (4) the Principal of the Mayo College, (5)
the Commissioner of Ajmer, (6) three Political Officers each from
Rajputina and Central India, nominated by their respective Agents
to the Governor-General, and (7) such other members as the Viceroy
may see fit to nominate.

There is also a Working Committee consisting of (1) not more
than ten Ruling Chiefs elected by ballot from members of the Gener-
al Coungil, (2) the Commissioner of Ajmer, and (3) one Political Officer
from Central India, The members serve for two years and are eligible
for re-election. Subject to the general control of the Vice-President
and of the Committee, the ordinary business of the College is con-
ducted by the Principal.

There is no indigenous literary class, nor was there any printin
press in Ajmer till 1871, when a native gentleman from the l-'unjig
established one, From this press the Rajputina Official Gazette is-
sued in triglot form—English, Hindi, and Urdu, and the publisher was
allowed to publish a supplement, which was an ordinary newspaper.
The Rajputina Official Gazette ceased to exist in 1880.

In 1891 the number of printing presses from which periodicals
issued rose to thirteen. Two of thesa, the * Rijputina Gazette " and
the “ Rajasthin Samachiar " were ordinary newspapers, one, the * Veda
Bhashya,” was a Vedic commentary in the form of a monthly
magazine, while the others were periodicals relating to either social
or religious reform.

In 1902 there were 12 printing presses in Ajmer and one in
Beawar, The number of periodicals fell to eight, of which five relate
to social and religious reform.

The two newspapers above mentioned still continue, and one, the

“ Muin-ul-Hind ,” has been added.  All these papers are in the ver-
nacular of the district, one religious periodical only, the * Arya,” having
an English duplicate. Their circulation is purely local and very
limited, and their influence corresponds with these conditions.
The registered 1mh11s:ntiuns in the province are for the most part
tnerul{dpnmphlapu. trquentrIy on religious subjeets, and do not deserve
datailed discussion, Eleven such pamphlets, amounting to 14,800
copies were registered in 1901, but seven of them were merely new
editions of previous works,



CHAPTER XXL

MEDICAL.

Since 1881 there has been no increase in the number of civil hospi- Hospitalsand
tals and dispensaries in Ajmer-Merwira, There are seven situated dispensaries.

at Ajmer, Kekri, Pisaingan, Deolia, Rimsar, Befwar ond Todgarh.
The first charitable public dispensary in the districts was, by the
initiation of Colonel Dixon, opened in- Ajmer on the 15th January
1851. 1t was constructed within the city, near the Agra gate, at a
cost of Rs. 6,000, subscribed by the inhabitants, It had accommoda-
tion for 25 beds, 21 for males and 4 for females, For many years
this dispensary did admirable service in giving medical and surgical
aid to the inhabitants not only of Ajmer but of other parts of Raj-
putina. But after a time it became unable to meet the danmnds
for increased in-door sccommodation, for operations and for general
hospital work, and in 1825 a larger “ General Hospital " was built
outside the city walls at a cost of Hs. 43,250, The sum was raised
partly by subscriptions from wealthy ecitizens and from the munici-
pality, and partly by sale of the old dispensary., The new hospital is
a handsome building containing several large wards. It has nccommo-
dation for 55 in-door patients, 33 males and 10 females, and 12 beds
were till recently allotted for men of the Ajmer police. They are now
to be accommodated in a ward separate from the hospital. When the
new hospital was opened, the old police hospital in the mugazine was
done away with, in consideration of which Government contributed to-
wards the cost of the buildings. The dispensaries at Kekri, Pisingan,
Rimsar and Bedwar were all opened in 1869, the one at Todgarh in
1880, and the Deolia dispensary in 1890. There was a dispensary at
Mausiida between the years 1869 and 1890, but it was closed shortly
after the Deolia one was opened.

In 1881 the average daily attendance of in-door and out-door
patients was in round numbers 28 and 231 respectively. In 1881
there was a slight rise in the average of out-door patients, the figures
being 27 and 281. In 1902 the daily average of both classes of

tients had increased largely, that of the in-duor patients being 49
and of the out-door 414 The figures show that medical work is
steadily extending. y : e .

The civil hospital and the dispensaries are maintained by contribu-

tions from Government, from municipal and local funds, and from:

private subseriptions.  Both income and expenditure have risen
of late years, On the side of income, that from Government pay-
ments has increased from Rs. 3,869 in 1881 to Rs. 4,990 in 1891, and
to Rs. 6,353 in 1002; that from municipal and local funds has

Medical sta-
tistics,
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risen from Rs. 900 in 1881 to Rs. 1,435 in 1891, and to Rs. 2,475 in
1002 ; from other sources the income in 1902 was Rs. 5,803, as against
Rs. 2,796 in 1891 and Rs. 2,616 in 1851. Expenditure on esta lish-
ments has risen from Rs. 4,197 in 1881 to Hs. 6,426 in 1902, and
that upon medicines, diet, ete,, from Rs. 3,540 to Rs. ,320 within
the same period.

The excellent medieal work done l‘g the United Free Church of
Scotland Mission at its Ajmer and Nusiribad dispensaries has al-
readg been noticed.

Ithough, with the exception of the miasmatic fevers after the
rains, there are no diseases which can be called emdemic, there is
always a wide field for medical assistance, Diseases of the skin of every
variety are common among the poorer classes, favus being a parasitic
gkin di often met with, while ophthalmia and allied eye diseases
are common. Many children are carried off every year by measles,
nwirlig to the general ignorance as to suitable treatment.

he hospital and dispensaries are generally popular with the
common people, but the well-to-do banias in towns still show some
reluctance in availing themselves of the Western methods of treat-
ment, and the number of baids and hakims as well as of quacks
of every description is not inconsiderable. Shops are common in
Ajmer, where country drugs in crude or pre forms are obtain-
able. Indiseases requirin surgical interference, however, the dispen-
saries are more frequently resorted to, though jarrahs (native
barber surgeons) and sattias (a class of quack surgeons who undertake
the cure of eye diseases) are not rare.

In surgical practice, operations for cataract and for the removal of
stone from the bladder, a not infrequent complaint among children,
Are cominon.

The villagers have great faith in the efficacy of quinine for driving
away fevers, and frequently resort to the dispensaries for the yellow
chinchona febrifuge, or the Government pink pills. The pice packet
system_has not been a success, owing robably to the fact that they
are sold at Post Offices. In 1894 only two packets were sold and
in 1001 only six. The people prefer to go to the dispeosaries. The
men of the 44th Merwira Infantry, when they return to their homes,
help to enlighten the rural population as to the efficacy of dispensary
treatment,

There is no separate lunatic asylum for the province. Such lu-
natics as appear to require restraint are received temporarily in the
Ajmer jail, and cases requiring prolonged treatment are sent to the
lunatic asylum at Lahore. Their average daily attendance number
is insignificant, being “50 in 1881 and 101 in 1902.

Vaccination was started in Ajmer-Merwira by Dr. Lord, the Civil
Surgeon, in 1853. At first only two vaceinators were employed, and
the operations were performed at the dispensary. In 1866 hnmf:wt.n-
house vaccination was started, and in 1867 a native Superintendent
was appointed, with four vaccinators paid by Government and two
l;md by the municipalitics of Ajmer and Befwar,

Lo —
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Vaccination increased steadily, and in 1886-87 the number of
vaceinators was raised from six to eleven; it now stands at fourteen.
The Vaccination Act was introduced within the limits of the Ajmer,
Kekri and Beawar municipalities from the 1st October 1835, lsb
October 1901, and 1st January 1902 respectively, and vaccination is
now compulsory in these places.

It is carried out among all classes of the people in the districts,
and vaccinators of good castes are employed. The total number of
persons successfully vaccinated was 4,433 in 1851, 12,236 in 1891 and
12,179 in 1902: or per 1,000 of population 962, 22-54, and 2554
respectively. The total cost of the department was Rs. 839 in 1881, Rs,
1,549 in 1891, and Rs. 2,267 in 1902. The cost of each successful
case in these years came to 3 annas, 1 anna 11 pies, and 3 annas
respectively.

The good results of vaccination are seen in a steady decrease of
the blind in the last 20 years.

The general sanitation in the towns will compare not unfayourably
with that of towns in other provinces. In certain vill simple
rules have been brought into force and have worked smm[;ﬁ;.

Eanitation.
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CHAPTER XXII.

SURVEYS.

A trigonometrical survey of Ajmer-Merwara was made in 1847-48,
the area of the two districts being given as 2,059 and 602:3 square
miles respectively. They were divided into 19 pargands and 591
villages, An index map was prepared on the scale of 4 miles to an
inch; the pargana map scale was 1 mile to an inch ; that of the
village maps varied from 20 to 80 chains to an inch. Subsequent to
the completion of these survey operations, Colonel Dixon carried out
the first regular settlement of the two districts. Under it two
separate standards of measurement were used in Ajmer and Merwara,
the bigha in the former measuring 1,936 square yards, and in the
latter 1,764 square yards.

When the term of Colonel Dixon's settlement was approaching
completion, a topographical survey of the district was commenced in
1864, Tt was ﬁnishef in 1875, and showed the areas of Ajmer and
Merwira as 2069816 square miles and 640864 square miles res-

tively. It was followed by the' settlement of the districts by

r. LaTouche in 1875. During the survey there was the first
attempt to initiate the patwaris into survey work. Two special
twdri instructors were appointed and were fairly successful.
Out of a total of 792,413 acres surveyed, the patwdris measured
400,506 acres, or rather more than one-half. The survey was carried
out by means of the plane table, and to each 4 or 5 measuring parties
a munsarim was appointed to test the measurements nnfeutriﬂs.
These were again noted by superior officers. The outside boundary
of the village was in all cases laid down and thoroughly tested by
diagonal lines before the field survey was mmmencei In the pre-
tion of village maps a scale of 20 inches to the mile was adopted.
mwhole district, including Merwira, was on this oceasion measured
by the standard of the Ajmer bigha of 1,936 square yards.

As the expiry of this decennial settlement was approaching, Mr.
Whiteway was in January 1883 deputed for its revision. Instruction
in survey work was given to the patwdris, and a select few were sent to
Rurki for special training to act ns instructors to the rest after their
return. The work of bringing the old maps up to date was then
begun, but was soon found to be im rmticab}::, E‘he boundaries wera
often incorrect, and no attempt had been made by the patwaris to
keep the maps up to date, A boundary and traverse SUTVEY Was
therefore determined on, and was carried out by the professional agency
of the Survey Department. The same canses which had so soon
rendered obsolete the maps of former measurements, prevented the
introduction of a professional cadastral survey. The problem was to
get the skeleton of the village drawn by tramned surveyors in such a
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way that the flesh and bones of the field survey eould be added by the
tadri staff, To carry out this, the Survey Department mapped the
undaries of each village, and laid down a number of points so fixed
by marks in the ground that the patwaris could always utilize them
in measuring cultivation. One such map of each village was prepared,
on a seale of 16 inches to the mile. The Survey Department worked
with the theodolite only, and not with the plane table and chain, This
method, though well suited to taking np fixed points, ean only with
great difficulty be applied to taking up a boundary. As a result, when
the map was received by the settlement uﬂ‘iui:a the boundaries of
almost every village were found to be incorrect and had to be gone
over again. When finally corrected, the work of filling in the fields
in the maps was undertaken by the patwdris, each of whom was sup-
lied with a plane table, chain, compasses, a seale and a cross staff,
is work was subjected to continual and rigorous tests, and nothing
but pencil entries were allowed until the final check had taken place.
No survey of unculturable ground and topographical features, beyond
roads, railways and streams, was attempted. Unlike previous surveys,
which had been confined to khilsa and jagir areas, this one was ex-
tended to six minor istimrdri villages as well. The total area
surveyed was 734578 acres. It was completed in 1886. The
awiri staff, which had been described as quite ignorant by Mr.
isdale in 1868, was warmly praised by the last settlement officer
as an exceptionally able class of men showing a great aptitude for
their work.

It is well if this continues to be so, for the maintenance of the results
of the survey lies in their hands. Under section 106 of the Ajmer Land
Revenue Regulation II of 1877, rules have been framed by which

vig are bound to inspect all traverse survey and boundary marks
within the limits of the village and report as to their condition. At the
time of each girddwari, the patwari prepares slips of changes that
have taken place during the preceding six months and the village
maps are amended accordingly. They also maintain registers relating
to the record of rights in prescribed forms, and must keep them up to
date by periodical entries.

Out of 193 patwiris and naib patwdrisin Ajmer-Merwira, 150 have
either passed the local patwiris’ examination held twice a year, or
have been exempted. The examination requires an elementary
knowledge of survey work. Thereis a patwdri class in Ajmer for the
instruction of such as have not yet passed the test, and such patwaris
as can be spared from each tahsil are sent to attend it.

A set of forest maps was prepared in 1854-85 by the Revenue
Survey Department on a scale of 4 inches to a mile, but as they were

merelv skeletons, showing only the boundaries of the forests and ot -

the village lands included in them, a fresh survey of the tracts, show-
ing the sographieal details was commenced i 1898, under a sur-
veyor of the Forest Survey Department, The scale of the maps is
the same as before. The work 18 not yet completed, )

.
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