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Pandua and (Ge (Pandua Whina

NDUA is a large and important village, the headquarters
of the thana of the same name, about seventeen miles
north-west of Chinsura. Next to Satgaon, it is the oldest
place in Hughli District. It was once the capital of a
Hindu Raja, and is famous as the site of a great victory,
gained by the Musalmans, under Shah Safi, over the
Hindus, about A.D. 1340, The story of the Musalman conquest of Pandua

is legendary rather than historical—though it seems certain that such a

conquest did take place, and that the conqueror’s name was Shah Safi; the
details of the story are legendary, and the supernatural details probably a
comparstively late addition,

The story is given by Hunter, in his Statiswcal Account of Bengal,
Vol 111, pp. 313-314. Hunter took the story from The Travels of o
Hindu by Bholanath Chandra, Vol, 1, pp. 141-145. Hunter's version is as
follows —

“ The story goes that the Hindu Raja of Pandua on the occasion of
the birth of an heir to his house, had given a great festival, One of his
officers, a2 Musalman, who held the post of translator of Persian documents,
also made a feast of his own at the same time, at which he killed a cow,
taking care to bury the bones in an obscure part of the town, in order o
avoid giving offence to the Hindu population. But the bones were dug up
by jackals at night; and the next morning, on discovering the sacrilege,
the whole town rose e masse and demanded vengeance on the offender. The
unfortunate child of the Raja, being deemed unworthy to live with the blood
of kine upon his head, was first killed, The people then turned upon the
Musalman, who appealed to the Raja for protection, and not receiving It
made his escape to Delli, when the Emperor despatched a large army against
the Pandna Raja, and a war resulted, which raged for many years, and
finally terminated in the complete overthrow of the Hindus. This s the
legend a3 told by Babu Bholanath Chandra, The Rev, James Long, in an
article which appeared in the Calntta Review some years ago, regarding the
localities of the Grand Trunk Road, tells the same story, but with the
difference that the Musalman officer of the Raja was celebrating the birth of
his own child, the latter being slain by the Hindus as a retalistion upon the
father for having slaughtered a cow ; and that it was to obtain revenge for the
murder of his child that the father sought assistance from the Emperor at
Pelbi.  This version of the story seems the more probable.

W (N
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“A local tradition of the war between the Mohammedans and the
Punduas Raja, relates that for a long time the Musalmans strove against the
place in vain, as the town contained a sacred tank, the waters of which
possessed the virtue of restoring life to the fallen soidiers of the Hindu
garrison. The Mohammedan gencral, however, succeeded in destroying the
all-healing powers of the tank, by throwing a piece of cow’s flesh into it, and
thereby defiling the water. The besieged Hindus could no more make
use of their tank and were forced to surrender,”

So runs the story, 5o told by Hunter. The local tradition, last quoted,
is taken from an article in the Caléufta Review for 1850, on * Early Bengali
Literature .and Newspapers,” and the writer of that article had himself
borrowed it from the Calewsta Asiatic Obseruer of 1824. The Rajaol Pandua
had sought the assistance of the Raja of Munad (Mahnad) against the invaders,
The miracalous tank, which was called the Jéimch Kund. was at Mahnad.
As that place is only four miles from Pandua, il the two were under different
rulers or Rajas, they must have been very petty principalities, '

The Pandua mimar, or tower, was buiit to commemorate the victory of
the Musalmans, and is said to be the oldest building in Bengal. It is
described as follows in the List of Ancient Momwments ——

" 1t'is a round tower of five stages or storeys, each lessening in diameter,
from 6o feet at the base to 135 at the top. The dimensions of the seveml
stages will be best understood by being placed in a tabular form.

Upper storey, diameter 12"  above, 15° below; height 18'

Fﬂﬂﬂh - " 23' 1’ i ﬁ‘ - " 18
Third 4 . Bhin 8 o i gt w
Second 2 a7 5, 48 1", " 25’
Basement i i 55‘ 2’ il o’ il - 15,
TGTAL 116’
Pinnacie g

Total height a2y’

"“The outer face of each storey is ornamented with very fat convex
flutes, In the centre of the building there I8 & circular staircase leading to
the top. At the base of each successive storey there is & doorway leading
out to a narrow terrace on the cutside which rans all round. The entrance
door of the basement storey is on the west side towards the sungfid, which is
175 feet distant.  On this account it [s belioved to have besn the Mazina or
Muazsin's tower, from the top of which the faithful were called to prayers.
There is no inscription. on the building, and the people of course refer I
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PANDUA AND THE PANDUA MINAR. 433

erection to the holy saint Safiuddin whose tomb Is close by, ., , The top-
most portion tumbled down in the carthquake of 1285,

The tower consists of a solid core of masonry, in the centre of which is
an iron rod, said by tradition to have been the walking stick of Shah Saf,
Musalman General. It struck me at once, when first | saw the tower, that it
was & copy, on @ smaller scale and with [nferior workmanship, of the Kutsb
at Delhi. 1t is, however, thicker in proportion (o its height than the Kutab
is.

The fournal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol 39, 1870, containg
pictures of the Pandua mimar, and of the mosquein front of it, to the north-
west. . The minar appears to have been then in perfect preservation, even to
the small pinnacle on the top ; and the masque, which had fallen wholly into
ruins by 1900, seems to have been also in almost perfect preservation,
| wrote the following description of the tower In 1906 :—

Round the circular core there was once a circular staircase, but in the
course of ages the steps have all beenn worn away, and there now remains &
rough sloping ascent. There is no great difficulty in getting to the top, |
went up on the 12th December 1900, but it is rather a scramble, and anyone
doing so would be the better of a light, as it is pitch dark inside the tower
Round the circular stair is an outer wall of masonry. About ten feet above
the ground is a recess, some six feet high by four broad, in the outer wall,
which is here about eight feet thick. At the top of the third story the
stair opens out into what was once a circular gallery round the tower, but
it Is now s0 overgrown with bushes and jungle that it is impossible to go
round it. On the top of the fourth storey there was once a sitnilar gallery,
overgrown now with jungle in the same way ; there is now only sufficieny
room to sit down in the opeaing of the stair here. Up to the top of the
third storey the stalr is very dark, with only two small loopholes, and fll
of bats,

In 1906 the Pandua wewar was taken on the Government list of
monuments to be kept in repair, and it was thoroughly repalred during the
first three months of 1907. It now consists of five stories, & cupola, and
pinnacle. ‘The fifth story, cupola and pinnacle, of the old tower, had fulley
in the earthquuke of 1885, A bank of earth, some six feet high, was heaped up
round the base of the tower. The circular stair inside the tower was rebuily.
from bottom 1o top, and the loopholes in the outer wall were cleared out and
repaired, 50 that the staircase is now well lit, and it is now quite easy to go.
from the bottom to thetop, The circular galleries round the base of each
story were repaired, and parapets made round them, A fifth story, some
twenty feet high, was added on ; & cupola some six feet high above that, and
& pinnacle omament, another six feet high, on top of 4. The height of the
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tower, to the top of the pinnacle, is now 127 fect: and there are now 161
steps, as follows —

To first Gallery e 38 steps,
To second £ e 430 i
To thid o e S
To fourth v 99 i
To interior of cupola .., CRC)
ToTaL - §O1 "

The whole munar was also replastered and whitewashed. Unfortunately
this renovation has given the appearance of a brand new erection to
what was formerly a venerable ruin. The Bengal monsoon rains, however,
may be trusted to remove this spick and span appearance within & few
}'HTR
The mosque on the north-west was cleared out at the same time, all the
rubbish, fallen brickwork, and jungle, being cleared away, It appesrs quite
beyond repair now, :

The minaret can be well scen from the railway, looking out to the
north-east, as the train approaches Pandua from the sopth, It is also &
very conspicuous object to any one approaching Pandua by the road from
Kaina, from the north-east; but it is not easily seen in the village itself.
It stands about a hundred yards east of the fourth furlong of the 4and mile
of the Grand Trunk Road.

North-west of the minaret are the ruins of a large mosque, said to have
had sixty domes, a few of which are still standing, though most of the
building has fallen down, and much of the ruins bas been cleased away,
A number of large black oblong roughly carved stones may also be seen
some worked into the mosque, or acting as pillars, others lying on the ground,
Probably these were once part of an older Hindu temple.

About a hundred yards eastof the tower isa large tank, with a mosque
on its cast bank. An inscription on the mosque shows that it s about
300 years old, East of the mosque again is a small Mussalman cemetery,
walled in, but falling into decay, This mosque has also recently been
repaired.

On the west of the Grand Trunk Road, opposite the tower, is & white-
washed tomb, of no architectural pretensions or beauty, said to be that of
Shah Safi alias Safiudin Sultan, the Conqueror of Pandua.

Local tradition calls the Hinda King, whom Shah Saf overthrew, Pandu.
The article, above quoted, from the Caleutta Review of 1850, gives bis name
as Pandraju The supposed site of the battlofield fs known as ' fang waidan,"
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PANDUA AND THE PANDUA MINAR, 435

or battlefield, and a tank excavated to celebrate the victory is called * Fasek
Allah] or God's victory,

The date of the Musalman conquest is supposed to have been about
A.D. t340. The rulers of Delhi, during the fourteenth century, were—

Taghlak e 1316—1325
Muhammad Taghla L 1323—1350
Firuz Slial .- 1350—1388

A large mela, ot religious fair, is held at Pandua on the rst of Magh
(middle of January), and a smaller one on the ist of Bairakd (middle of
April) every year, At the former the attendance is about 10000 chiefly
Musalmans. In 1824 seventy persons were crushed to death in the tower,
owing to one man falling, those below trying to get up, and those below
trying to get down.

West of Pandua is a large tank, believed to be forty feet deep, called the
Pir Pokkar or saint’s tank, It is surrounded by ruined tombs, supposed to
be those of Musalmans wha fell during the war of invasion.

It is said that Pandua was onee furtified by a wall and a trench, five
miles in circumference. Maps of fifty years ago show a fortification, a wall
or famd completely surrounding the village. [ have been out of and inta
Pandua, on all sides, north, south, east and west, dozens of times, but have
fnever seen any traces of this circumvallation; unless an old fawd, running
from the railway, a little north of the station, to the Grand Trunk Road,
forms the remains of it

Pandua suffered terribly from the epidomic fever which ravaged Bengal
in the fifties and sixties of last century. This epidemie, in its slow westward
march, reached Pandua In July 1862 ; upwards of 1,200 of the inhahitants of
the village died during the next six months, By 1869 it is said 5,200 had
died out of a population of less than 7,000,

Pandua is the chiel Musalman centre in the distict of Hughli, the popula-
tion of which is almost enticely Hindu, Four-fifths of the total district
population are Hindus ; Pandua is the only place of any size in the district
where Musalmans preponderate.  Here they form the great majority, The
Musalmans of Pandua chicfly belong to the upper classes, or Aghraf as they
are called, and are generally known se Aimadiars, from Afia, a grant, best-
owed by the Moghal Government for services rendered by their forefathers
During the early years of British rule, when the British officers’ duties 'were
chiefly confined to the collection of revenue, and judicial authority was left in
the hands of Kasés, or Musalman judges, these Ausis were often chosen
from among the Aimadars of Pandua ; and the post of Kusi-al-Kassat (Kasi
el Kasis, or chief Kazt) was for some time hereditary in a Pandus family
the last holder of the post being Kusé Muhammad Mazhar, The Musalmans
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of Pandua are said, no doubt with truth, to be chiefly descended from the
officers and soldiers who invaded Bengal under Shaly Safi in the fourteenth
century,

Even in its modern decay, Pandua isstill a large and important village.
It is the headquarters of a fhawa, and forms A municipal union. The
station is a fairly large one, all trains, except the mails, stop atit There is
a Public Works Department resthouse in the village, also an English school,
and a biweekly dispensary, a branch of the Bhola Nath Bose dispensary at
Mandalai is held on Ad¢ (market) afternoons, Sundays and Wednesdays.

Mahnad, more properly Mahanath (the great Lord), Is a large village,
situated partly in Pandua and partly in Polba fhans, four miles south of
Pandua. As stated above, it is said to have been the capital of another
Raja, who assisted the Pandua Raja against the Musalmans; poesibly the
two villages formed one town at that time,  If so, all traces of the buildings
filling the space between the two bave disappeared. The miraculous tank
may still be seen, and is now known as the ¥ Jibas Kund,' or tank of life.
There are temples of Brahmomoyo and Shiva in the village. At the latter a
festival, known as the Mahmad fath (an Uriya word for festival), is held in
the month of February, on the Shivaratri, the fourteenth day after the full
moon in the month of Phalgen, The Bengal Rural Mission of the United
Free Kirk has a station at Mahnad, and keeps up a school and a small
dispensary, Five district roads meét in the village. Mahnad station on the
Bengal Provincial Railway is about a mile sonth of the village.

Drwgrbasins is a small village about four miles west and a little south of
Mahnad, and so is eight miles fram Pandua, This place also has a legend
almost identical with those of Pandoa and Mahnad. The legend was furnished
to me by Babu Satkauri Ghosh, Headmaster of Dwarbasini School, 1t runs
as follows - —

At the time of the Musalman invasion of Bengal, a line of Hindu kings
of the Satgop caste beld their capital at Dwarbasini. The last of them was
named Dwar Pal, His kingdom was invaded by a Musalman general named
Muhammad Ali.  The first battie fought was indeclsive. In Dwar Pal's palace
enclosure was a tank called the fibas fund, or tank of life, which had the power
of curing the wounds of all who bathed in it, and even of restoring to life the
bodies of those slain in battle if they were placed in the sacred water. A
Musalman saint named Saha Jokai got leave from Dwar Pal to bathe in this
tank, and entered the water with a piece of beel hidden in bis clothes; the
pollution of the tank caused by this beel deprived the water of its healing
powers. Bereft of its help, Dwar Pal was utterly defeated in a second battle,
after which he and &l his family burned themselves an a funeral pyre within
his palace, which was thus reduced to & heap of ruins, known as Dhaw pava,
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Before his death he predicted that, whenevey a respectable Hindu of the
Satgop caste should come to live at Dwarbasini, be would became its king.
It is said that, as long as the Musalman rule lasted, vo Satgop was ever
allowed to settle there,

The tank now shown as the fibas bund is only a small shallow pond, on
‘the south side of a much larger tank known 88 kamana (prayer-fulfilling). A
small tomb on the east of the Jibat dund js said to be that of the Pir Saha
Jokai. It is in good repair, having been renewed within the last twenty years,
Another larpe tank, a little to the east, now divided by cross dands into three
small tanks, is called Chandra &up (tank of moonshine) Some distance to
the north are another large tank called Papharan (sin removing) and a series
of seven tanks called Saf Satin, after the Raja's seven wives. On the south-
east of Dwarbasini is a slightly raised mound composed of broken brick,
known as the gard, or fort. All over the village, a little below the surface;
are the remains of brick houses and walls; with many flled up wells; and
local tradition says that much treasure has from time to time been dug up, as
well as many broken sculptured stones.

Nowadays Dwarbasini i3 a amall, decayed, and very poor village. It
contains a school and an outpatient dispensary, the latter is chiefly maintained
by Raja Piarl Mohan Mukerjea, C.S.I, of Uttarpara, who owns much
property in the neighbourhood, Dwarbasini Station on the Bengal Provin.
cial Railway is about a mile south of the main village Another mile or so to
the south-east; in Sathan village stands one of the towers of the Great
Trigonometrical Survey. Between Dwarbasini village and the railway line
may be seen the ruins of an indigo factory, the chimney of which is still
standing. All over Hughli district may be seen the remains of indigo
factories ; the vats, specially their fAopss, last a very long time; but this
is the only one I have seen where the chimacy remains standing. [Indigo
cultivation in this district died out about 1830 to 1840,

Dwarbasini, like Pandua, suffered terribly from the epidemic fever, which
first attacked the village in 1863, sbout a year after it reached Pandua
In 186y it was reported that 1,900 out of 2,700 inhabitants of Dwarbasini
bad died during the last six years, and that out of the Sco remaining barely
one-fourth were in good health,

Bainchi is a considerable village about five and a half miles north-west
of Pandua, and about a mile and a half east of Bainchi Station on the East
Indian Railway. There are an inpatient dispensary and a Higher English
School here maintained by endowment. Babu Bihari Lal Mukerjea, a
weaithy trader and semindar who lived at Bainchi and died in the seventies
of last century, left a lakh and « bhalf of rupees for the maintenance of the
school and dispensary. The bulk of his property was left to his widow for
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life. She survived him for about thirty years, dying on 18th December 1903,
when the whole property fell in to Government as a trust for charitable
purposes. The school has since been moved into the family residence of its
founder. In the compound of this house are two old Hindu temples with
high conical mofs. A small inscription on one of them states that it was
erected in the year 1604 Sakabda. This would be AD, 1683, The Sakabda
era is the era of Vikramaditya. Here and there in the village of Bainchi are
several small temples, built of beautifully moulded bricks. One of the G.T.S.
towers was bullt at Niala, a small village three miles north-cast of Bainchi.
[t fell in the earthquake of 1885 and is now represented only by a rough
mound of ruins,
D. G. CRAWFORD,
Lient-Col, TM.S,



M g ——
g e

.
o ae LT Ll ey,
s 0 W) I e .

e T _‘___ - '

- """_'_'H‘-‘I' - P
= i -:I-_-l -__:1 L ‘:‘

Bnrwom












Motes on O Barjeeling.

To breathe the air 0f Sikkim frov,
To wwander by her purling ritly ;
And seek the beauty of her hilly
The Blueness of her séy,
1Colman Macaulay : Lay of Lackn.)

compared with some of the subjects dealt with in the pages
of Béngal: Past wind Present, yet the growth has been so
considerable and the changes so many, that it may be of
Interest to reproduce an old map of Darjecling and add
some notes on the early inhabitants of this now fashionable hill station of
Bengal. The old map, acopy of which is here reproduced, was shown to the
writer by Mr. L. 8 O'Malley, LCS., (the Editor of the present series of
“Bengal Gazetteess") and was found in an old volume entitled The Bengal
and Agra Guidé and Gasetteer for 1341 (Caleutta, William Ruston and
Company

To understand it a briefl reference is needed to the early history of
Darjecling and for this we can take o better guides than the chapter in Mr,
O'Malley’s recent Gasettarr of Darpeciing and an old Handbook of Darjeeling,
published In 1863 by Captain J, G. Huthorn, R.A. (Caleutta, 1863, R. C.
Lepage, 1, Tank Square),

EARLY HISTORY.

The history of Darjeeling is a late chapter in the extension of British
rule in India,  Before the year 1516 what is now the district of Darjesling
was in: possession of the Nepalese, having been forcibly taken from the peaple
of Sikkim. At the end of the war with Nepal (on gth March 1816) {t was
ceded to the East India Company by the treaty of Segoull, and on 1oth
February 1817 by the treaty of Titalya the territury s ceded was made aver
by the Britlsh to the Sikkim Raja.  This * treaty covenant or agreement "
was made between Captain Barre Latter, ¥ Agent on the part of His Excel.
lency the Right Hon'ble Earl of Moira, K.G,, Governor-Géneral, ete.” and
certiin named * deputies on the part of the Raja of Sikkimputtee™ Disputes,
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however, continued to pecur from time to time and in 1828 the Govemor-
General deputed Captain Lloyd along with Mr. J. W. Grant* of the Ciyil
Service to effect a settlement. They went to Darjeeling and apparently
settled matters for the time, In a report, dated 18th June 1829, Lloyd claimed
to have been the first European to have visited what he called *the old
Goorkha Station of Darjeeling.” He spent six days there in February 1829
and was immediately struck * with its being well adapted for the purpose of
a sanitarium.”" He also commented on * its strategical position as command-
ing the entrance to Nepal and Bhutan."

Owing to the numerous Nepalese raids the once Aourishing Sikkim
village of Darjeeling had been deserted by its'inhabitants and little remained
but the ruins of an old temple or Buddhist monastery, This was situated on
the top of what is now called * Observatory Hill " in the centre of the present
station. Later on this gwmpa was rebuilt, and still Later it fel] inte rizing, and
a new gumpa was built, which still exists, in the Bhstds busts; on the road
down to the cantonment at Lebong. This ruined temple is the sne referred
to in the Gasetteer of 1841°as the "old ruin” and was Jong & landmark fn
the peighbourhcod. A Buddhist " chortes " still crowms this hill and numer-
ous prayer flags still flutter their prayers in the wind.

The representations of Lloyd and Grant were not neglected by Lord
William Bentinck, the Governor-General, who soon after in 1830 deputed
Captain Herbert, the Deputy Surveyor-General, and Mr. Grant to explore the
tract and report to him, They soon reported, and, as the old Gasssreer
says—"Occupation was strongly advocated and the various capabilities of
the place pointed out,"

The Court of Directors having been consulted and having agreed,
Captain Lloyd received orders to “on the first convenient occasion" reopen
negotiations with the Sikkim Raja. The "convenient occasion” soon arose
owing to a raid made by some Lepcha refugees from Nepal fnto Sikkim and
on 15t February 1835 the Raja of Sikkim executed a deed of grant and
“out of friendship for the Govemment of the Company” he presented
“ Darjeeling to the Governor-General for the purpose of enabling the servanty
of his Government suffering from sickness to avail themselves of its advan-
tages”" The cession of the then uninhabited mountain was uncanditional,

1 'N.Guuhmmt"wﬂter“m:los.a'mhmchm'hmﬁ. wes ellerwards Comines.-
cial Redduns o Malds, and im 1835 " Export Waschoma Keepor* He renvail in 1849 snil devoind.
himeel! io aatronnagy and baily far binnelf o5 ntservdory,  He itiod on rrth Seprember 1865, Ruider
ofthat blend of sctoe and semibdlity T Jowrsnd of Mrr. Zomsis 16261830} will semenben how
minck mention s mude of Mr. aitd Mrs Giowst durlng the sy months M. Fontem (then Mis, Camplidy)
lised with her friands the Gouldabarys an Malde My, Grant b deserilied s 8 “wulbinfremed  and
wgrecable man and & Highlander,” and bis visls 16 the * Negel Hilis* wre sversl times neferrod o
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but in 1841 the Government granted the Raja an allowance of RS, 3000 as
compensation and afterwards raized it to Rs. 6,000.

Scon-after Lloyd and Dr, Chiapman (one of the medical officers of the
Calcdtta General Hospital) were sent to spend the winter of 1836-37 in
Darjeeling and to report on its fitness as a sanitarium, and in 1840 the
District of Darjeeling became officially recognised as a “District™ by the
appointment of Dr. Archibald Camphell to be “Superintendent of Darjeeling
and in charge of palitical relations with Sikkim."

Tig MEN Wii0 MADE DARJEELING::

The three men to whom Darjecling is indebted for its existence and
development are Lloyd, Grant and Campbell. Lloyd and Grant discovered
it and were the first Europeans to tread thoss hills, it was to Lloyd's
influence with the Rajs of Sikkim that the cession of the hill territory was
made,® and to Dr, A, Campbell Darjeeling is indebted not only for the
successful development of the plice, but for the introduction of the great
industry of these hills—the tea plantations,

An old report, written in 1852, by & Judge of the Supreme Court, is

quoted by O'Malley ; in it full credit is given to Campbell. [t runs |

» He found Darjesling an inaccessible tract of loreste.....by his exertions

an excellent sanitarinm has been established for troops and cthers,
a Hill Corps has been formed for the maintenance of order, seventy
European houses have been built, with 3 bazar, jail and buildings
for the sick of the deplt | & revenue of Ri 50,000 has been raised
and is collected punctually, a system of administration of Justice has-
besn introduced, ... forced labour has been abalished, the cultivation
of tea and coffee introduced and various European fruits and grapes;
in short, 1 may say that to him the Government is indebted for the
formation of the distsict of Darjesling.”

Dr, Archibald Campbell was born m Scotland on 20th April 1805 and
was therefors 35 years of age when appointed Superintendent of Darjeeling,
He was educated in Edinburgh and took his M.D. degree there in 1826, On
6th May 1827 he received his commission in the Bengal Medical Service.
He had acted as Residency Surgeon in Nepal when Brian Hodgson was
Political Officer, and in 1840 he was appointed first “ Superintendent of
Darjeeling” where he spent the next 32 years, retiving in February 1862,
with 35 years' service He died on 5th November 1874 He published
baok (8vo. Caleutta, v848) entitled “ Rowtes from Darjeeling to Tibel ond'
lutinerary from Phare m Titer o Lassa and numerous miticles in the
Jouwrmal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal

“This fa recordied on General Llopd's mamorial tablen in 82 Andrew’s Charch, Durjeshing:
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Captain Hatharn (Handbook of 1853) writes of Campbell and bis work

as follows :—

“ Agreeable and courteous in manter, ahle and judieious in mind, ener-
getic and enterprising voeesevees it is to Dr. Campbell that Darjecling
mainly owes its past progress and present position. For two and
twenty years he wissly wielded the sceptre of this little principality
and when at Jength he laid it down and exchanged the cares of
office for rest and retirement in his native land, he left Darjeeling
with the kindly wishes and gratéfu] remembrances of all who had
ever known him; When Dr. Campbell took charge, there were not
20 [amiilies [*100 souls’ says another account] in the whole tract
of hills, there is now (1263) a population of 20600 [In 1001 the
-population of the Darjeeling District was 249,112.]

TROUBLE WITH SIKKIM.

For Campbell's first nine years there was nothing of political importance
to disturb the even course of affairs in Darjeeling, but in 1843 Dr. (now Sir)
Joseph Dalton Hoeoker (the still surviving veteran) came to Darjeeling and
the Governor-General had specially. asked the Sikkim Raja to give him every
assistance in his botanical inquiries. Instead, however, of doing so the Raja,
or rather his Dewan, (generally called the Pagla Dewas) systematically
placed every obstacle he could in Hooker's path. Campbell therefore deter-
mined to join Hooker and interview the Raja. Campbell and Hookerreached
Toomlong, the then capital of Sikkim, on 3rd November 1849, but the Rafa
totally ignored them. They thersfore left the next day and on 7th Noveniber
they were both seized by a body of 9o Sikkimese soldiers and made prisoners,
and Campbell was very roughly treated and tortured. The story is graphically
told by Hocker in his Himalayan Jowrnals (Chapters XXV and XXVIL
Military preparations were begun at Darjeeling when the news reached
there, but Campbell -and Hooker were not released till they had been in
captivity for six wesks, 5

As a punishment for this unprovoked outrage the territory of the Sikkim
terai was taken back by the Company from the Raja.  This was effected by
four palicemen who entered the treasiry and found there exactly six rupees!
The boundary between Sikkim and British territory was also fixed ut the
Rungeet river, where it still rempins

After this nothing of special importance took place till 1860, when
Campbell reporied that the Sikkimese had set our authority at defiance, had
prohibited trade and systematically kidnapped snd made slaves of British
subjects. Campbell was then ordered to seize certain portions of Sikkim
till the demands for redress were agreed to.  In Nevember 1860 be marched
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into Sikkim with three other Europeans and 100 men of the local Dasjesling
" Sebundy Sappers" and reached Richinpung, a village aboat 40 miles from
Darjeeling. He was here fiercely attacked and was forced to retire owing
to his ammunition being exhausted and on hearing reports of a threatened
attack on Darjeeling. The retreating little force was badly mauled in
a defile 6 miles from camp. and the retreat became & fight till they met
a detachment sent out to their aid. For some days there was considerable
excitement in Darjeeling, but & force was soon organised and put nder the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel [. C. Gawler* F.R.G.S,, of the 73rd Foot

Tue EXFEDITION OF 1861,

This force consisted of a battery of Mountain Actillery, 2 Naval
howitzers, 400 men of the 6th Royal Regiment, 5 companies of the 73rd
N.l, a wing of the 3rd Sikhs and 290 men of the Sikh Police (now 45th
‘Sikhs), The force crossed the Rungeet on 2nd Febroary 1861. - The enemy
offered but feeble resistance and the chief difficulty was in the desertion of the
transpoit coolles.  The force reached Toomlong on gth March and the young
Raja came down from Chumbi to meet them, and a treaty was signed
by the Hon'ble Ashley Eden, *the Envoy and Special Commissioner ™ and
* Sekeong Kuzoo, the Miharaja 'of Sikkim"™ on 28th March 1861,

The treaty consisted of 23 articles and made armangements for trade,
delivery of defaulters and criminals, etc, and the Maharaja expressed his
sincere regret for the misconduct of his servants and subjects and agreed to
pay an indemnity.t

We need not continue the history of Darjesling after 18615

*A rery lnlevesing sceausn of this expediiles fnto Sikkim (which b 1849 Sir Chesley Naples had
prosgumes! to be * impmotieable fr Brithh Troops™) wes gives by the Commsndme, Clsurssant-
Coloael John Cox Gawler, In & book pabllded by Edward Stunfbed (Londun, 1873), exililed ** Sikkim,
with hints on Mounain awl Jungle Wasfare.” * Gawler was aftereeards minle Keupes of the Crows Jewels
in the Tower of London sad died on goit July 1882, 1 am Indebeed for thy Joan of this book to M.
Johin White, an obl sml tespectoil reaident of Drjesling. whio cane to Darjeeling with the del Foat ln
Deezmber 186,

 Ashley Edem had an herediary ineress in Darjeciing, being son ol the third Loed Asehland and
nephew of the Governoy Geneml. e was Tienrenunt Governoy 18771882 ; bis pema e il comime-
momted ) ibe Eden Sanimarium sod mow o and rood callpd “CAabley.  Ow o guh Masch 1865 s
Euvy to Blunan be wea very weghly handled and sabjested to idigmites, w Cumphell was at the
mg the Sikkimase in 1848,

& Thoagh o metilon i emsle b Lhese Neaor of the lter Sikkim sxpedition.of 158839, yot it may
b --anh while 1y e = reconl 1he sy vocordell by Captain M. Fower, sn old sod ropected mesjdent
of Darfesding (10 whosn | o indybeed for wach Inforreation i the (hese o)

I puns s follows | Alber the buttle of the Jelap Le Pas among the prlloner, laken web &
#Tibetan" ol fabr complesion, lbie eyes and ved bair, » Burppens wes he by appessence dat i of his
cugtins aahl 2 ** Bordal kw's tlhe vary twin of Paddy Sulllean.™ This Ductor whiy atendal 1 his wounds
becamse uterested bt him and mwde many loquities | be found tist (Be prisose’s amve was Mamgay
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DARJEELING IN 1841,

We may now try to realise what the old station was like in 1841, when
the accompanying map was published. The numbers on the map refer to
locations or to houses already built,

We may commence at the north-west commer of the station. We find
marked on the map the site of a bouse called, obviously from its northerly
position, " John o'Groats™ It beloaged to a Lieutenant Montgomery
who may have been the officer of that name in the 13th Native [nfantry,
then stationed at Dinapore The site of this house must have been near
to the present fine house called " Singamari” belonging to Mr, A, Price. It
‘was near what is now called North Point, where St, Joseph's College now
stands. This College was opened in (892, the school having formerly been
at a house called * Sunny Bank."

The road which now runs round Birch Hill then existed from John
O’'Groats to the present Observatory Hill, On this road in 1841 were situated
two houses, No. 2 or 3, belonging to a Mr. Yule. Higher up this road was
No. 4 belonging to Mr, Smith, of whom more hereafter, and No, 5 called
“ Primrose Hill" belonging to Mr. Martin, This Me. Martin, or his family, for
many years after kept the principal shop of Darjeeling. The: shop was in
1863 close to General Lloyd's house (No, 16 on inap). Mr. Martin also éwned
location No, 41 and, later on, the louse now known as “ Rose Bank,” which
has been in the possession of the Mabaraja of Burdwan's family for the past
50 years. Next to " Primrose HIll" came location No. 6 This is an the
ground now known as “Wilson's Busti" [t is just below the present
Durbar Hall and the houses are now used as the offices of the Jocal Public
Works Department. No. 6 was the only Hotel of those days. It belonged
to Mr. S. Smith, the owner of Jotations Nos. § and 28. Smith had fet out
this Hotel to D. Wilson & Co, the enterprising firm whose name Is preserved

Duools and, sherwardy, 8 Lams of the Pemanchi Monastery In Sikhim told him that many yesis before
& big burly rod-beiced European hud come 1o Sikkim, with & Lepcha wike, and tud seitled dewn in
Sikkim | when ow Expedition of (861 came thie man and his fmily wigrated o Tibel.  Inguiriss
maile |h Durjeeling proved that sbowt 1840, = berum-scarom yed-fuired Irishman nsmed Timothy
Deolan had fellen in bovw with s Leptha woman and on his comumoiding officer ordering him lurk to
Disespur i oeder (o bresk off the affale Tim Doclan bad bolted into Sikkin with i Lopckn wife sod
vefied o setam and had even fired oo the ** Bebandly Sappen” wnt In purwilt of him. A mosmsnger
wia sent tn Namgay Doole's hease in Tilet and bronghy Yack with him o6 6l bross regimmtal backle
and an oMl erucifiv, ete., proving ihe above story 15 bhe toe. Tim Dosley besame " Timaday Dol
Mwnhﬂfmlm“l!mwlﬂlhgmlnum!'mm“M“h,"
the son of the lrish Tim Doclan.  Kiphing apputently bus besed of (hls stury § see his Mespay Deols
(&, do e, Surmiilian & Co. IV, Iw-Blsck and Wikite, p. 36), but Kigling's sity has o smeh of

hwhﬂmmhﬂhmum:mnmtﬁdmphﬂ privaiely, ' Capluin
Power, hrte smmsrised,
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in Caleutta in the name * Wilson Hotel " still given by pharfwalas to the
Great Eastern Hotel,

The Darjeeling Hotel was a fair sized one, containing (in 1541) 14 single
and 7 double rooms. It was managed for D. Wilson & Co, by Mr. Warman,
the owner or occupior of location No, 7 close by,

[t was probably the same “ cottage-like * building which so disappointed
Hooker an his arrival in Darjecling on 16th April 1848, He had been
informed that there was a * furnished hotel” in Darjecling and had (in
English fashion] brought neither servants nor bedding, He describes
it (Himalayan fournals, Chapter IV) as ¥ a long cottage-like building, divided
off into pairs of apartments which are hired by visitors.® This “ hotel*
was prabably little better than the dik bungalow of the day, and twenty
years later it was even more uncomfortable, for in 1863 Captain Hathern
devotes over two pages of his Handbook to a denunciation of it.,." There s
neither (he wrote) an Hotel or Dak Bungalow properly so called. . There is
what is called a Ddk Bungalow belonging to Messrs D, Wilson & Co' The
accommodation is described as *inferior both In quantity and quality, the
cuisine is bad, the khansama's charges are exarbitant * (this is not surprising
as the fdansama was an ex-convict “ who had been twice in jail"). The
people of 1863 possibly expected much, for Captain Hathorn remarks
that “ the gentry of Calcutta who have been accustomed to the sumptuous
dinners, the silver plate, and iced champagne of Calcutta * are naturally
disgusted with " the stringy sheep, the muscular goat, the indigestible bread
and the altogether-to-be abominated fowl ' with which they wern regaled in
Darjeeling in 1863,

House or lncation No, 8 belonged to a Colone! Caufield, This may be
a Lieatenant-Colonel Caufield, C.H, of the Light Cavalry, who went on sick
leave in February 1841, as the Army List shows. He may have been one of
the first Invalids to enjoy the cool breezes of Darjeeling.

House No. 9, called = Sclitaire, belonged to Mr. Hepper, probably of the
firm of Hepper & Co,, who owned location Nao 30 and its houde, then and
still called “Oak Lodge” The site of No. 9 corresponds with that of the
present house, ® Rivers Hill" close by the Shrubbery cricket ground. We
understand that the name “Rivers " was taken from that of Sir A. Rivers
Thompson, who was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal from 1882-87, and is
remembered a3 the opponent of what was in those stirring days called the
“libert Bill" Location No. 1o we cannot trace, but No. 11 is & well-known
one, as it is the site of the present Shrubbery. ‘The old house is seen in the
picture of 1852 with three tall trees in front of it. The house on this site
had formerly beed in the possession of Sir Thomas Edward Michell Turton,

Bart, who was Registrar of the Supreme Court of Caleutta, and succeoded
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his brother as Baronet in 1844, and later on got into financial troubles which
Jed to his being an inmate for a considerable time of the civil side of the
Presidency Jail, where till recently a ward was pointed out known by the
name of Turton's ward.

This house, about 1862, passed into the possession of Mr. Charles H.
Bames, a notable man in old Dagjeeling and one of the most energetic
pioneers of the tea Industry.* Readers of Hooker's " Himalayas" will
remember how he records the hospitality of Mr, G, Barnes in his comfortable
house;, *on a conical hill overiooking the Ganges” at Colgong, and how
Mr. Chacles H. Barnes was the first (o welcome him to Darjecling on
his arrival at the “ Hotel " as above described, The Bames brothers were
noted for their hospitality and kept open honse for travellers on their
way to the hills, Tt was Charies H. Barnes who opened out the tes estates of
Chongtong, Nagri, Singtom, Vah, Mineral Springs, Rungneet and the
Mounteviot estate at Kurseang. A tablet is erccted to his memory in St
Andrew's Church, Darjesling, and the names of two estates in the district,
“ Bamesmore " and * Barnesbeg," still commemorate the name of the man
who did so much to establish the great industry of these hills. From the
hands of Mr. Barnes the old house in the grounds of the Shrubbery passed
into the possession of the Cooch Behar Estate and was finally cheaply
purchased by Government an 3ist October 1877, The present fine residence
of the Lieutenant-Governots of Bengal, erected in 18701 in Sir Ashley
Eden's time, was frst occupied in the summer of 1880, The previous
house, though usually described as a “cottage” must have beel & fairly
large and roomy one, for in' it dwelt a succession of Lietutenant-Governors
from the days of Sir Frederick Halliday, the first Lievtenant-Governor of
Bengal.

*We content nurselves with » bare mention of the tes uditey in thase hilla ; ke histiny hes ye to be
written, 1t hua bomdd wmny wps and downs, in early boom, a stump in 1866, another sdhancs |y 13314,
s depresiion t=n ;mlﬁﬂ.lgnltli:umrhnﬁd.lhmgrﬂlmnﬂhﬂhﬂnlldﬂlmqmlnﬂ-
& mdy improvement th (he presant day, tﬁunrpﬂ:mm:nmmm_llwiﬁmﬁﬂyll 1507.)

This aml the stnry of the sise sl fall of the settlomant at Mape Towa, which the enengy of My,
Brive, Mr. Deenve and Me, H. Dexe (of Mimghyr) mdesromred (o make & socces. arg woll worth
reconding. The wnplmtione of those days st sou in this atvemie 0 Hope Town 1o reslisg ibe - viskon
of Brian Modgsan *! of a humdred thansind loyal bekets dm dwart bodioy of Sazon maukd™ settled 1n
those Billc Remsinber also Lord Canning's Minute, e the endosvonrs of Bishop Cotton for the
;mbﬁ:u-n:umummim WIIL ot wime amie 1ol the taile in Uhe pagges of Memgel * Pats amd
rrermd .

FThe potch and tower were sdded aftorwards by Eden. The Durhar Hall e 1
Shrbbery was hailt by Sir Chartes Flliort and = new storey was adided and & fing m:;'wcu;lfx

by Sit Andeew Fraeet in 1906, The Shrubbery gronnds were fuid oot -andes fhe sdvice of Sir Gevige
Eing, LME, of the Besanié Gardins, Calentta. B
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House, or location, No, 12 belonged to & Mr, Dickens, it wad on the
slope of the hill below the Shrubbery, No. 13 was also owned by the
Mr. Hepper already mentioned, [t was called * Lowland Place* probably
because of its situation below the pressnt cart road and not far from the
big still-increasing landslip, near the Happy Valley Tea Estate.  Nos. t4 and
I5 belonged to & Mr. Bruce and correspond to the sites of houses on' the
hillside below the Amussment Clib. No. 14 still exists and is  called
“Caroline Villa" { the first house to start the custom now so common in
Darjeeling of giving girls' sames to hooses, &g, Alice Villa, Cutherine
Villag, ete, ete.).  This house is now vecupied by the Nuns of the neighbouring
Convent and School,

The next house Isan important one, it is No. 16 on the old map, but it cag-
nol be iecognised on the picture of 1852* This house was called “ Mount
Pleasant,” a name still belonging to a road close by, It belonged to General
Lioyd, the discoverer of Darjecling, whose family has done much for that
place.

lmmediately below General Lloyd's house were the old Public Gardens,
long since built over. The present gardens on the north-west slope of the
Eden Sanitarium hill are now known as the Lioyd Botanical Gardens and
were presented to Government in 1878 by Mr. \Villiam Lloyd, the proprictor
of Lioyd's Bank, nephew of General Lloyd, who alse gave the beautiful
Birch Fill to the station on the condition thar [t was 1o be kept asa Park
for the people, unbuilt upon for all time, Mr. William Lloyd also subscribad
handsomely to the building of the new Church in 1870 and presented it with
the organ.  He also gave the local corps of Volunteers a Maxim Gun, said
to have been the first ever brought to India. During the past eighty yedrs,
wruly the Lloyd family have done much for Darjecling. Before the gift
of the Lioyd Botanical Gardens the Government Botunical Gardens were out
at Rungaroan, a well-known picnic place, in the forest below' Tiger Hill,
across the Rungnoo valley.

To return to the old Map, No. 17 belonged to Dr, Pearson, whose game
is also attached to locations Nos, 24 and 44, No, 17 marks the site of the large
house now calied * Southfield" between the Church and the Alllanee Bank.
Dr, Pearson had resided in Darjeeling and had written on the diseases of the
people and the climate, [nthe Army List for (841 he is shown as Surgeon
to the Governor-General and a» having come out in the Bengal Medical
Service in the " scason * of 1825 | '

Locition No, 18 corresponds to the present bazar and No. 19 was the
magazine close by the old Kackers.

* A vrange omiwion, the boose below id 10 Use bt of the Chinect ja ke jicsues 3 cenalaly e
ol Kachert (e Amusement Cluli)
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The site of the old Kackeri, called Dr. Campbell's Kackers, is clearly
seeni on the old 'map, and also (slightly below and to the left of the
Church) in the pictare uf 1852 on the site now occupied by the Amusement
Club..

We make out four Kackeries in Darjecling, ¢is, Dr, Campbell's, and
anpther in the sixties, in 4 large house in the centre of the bagar, now etgupled
us quarters for some of the Secretarfatclerks. The third was on the site of the
present Kacheri; and when It was burned down in 1806, the present fine
Kacheri arcse from its ashes, Below the first Kackers and the Chorch, on what
is now. the Victoria Gardens till recently the old Secretariat and quarters for
the clerks used to stand and before that General Lloyd's house Mount Fleasant.
After the fine new Secretanat was built closely, this open flat SpElTe Wiks
converted into the " Victoria Gardens,” a favourite vesort of the rosy-cheeked
children for whom Darjeseling has ever bten famous,

The site of the old AKeokeri of Dr. Campbell was made over by the
Government of Bengal in a letter, dated 16th August 18g2, to the Committes
of the present Darjescling Amusement Club on the condition that the land
be used solely for the parposes of a club. The ground so given over (on
& sixty years lease with the option of renewal) at the nominal rent of one
hundred rupees a year was 2 acres, 3 roods, 10 poles and 9075 feet, as the
Becurate measurement In the lease records v

This Club began as a tennis club, and in Ity early days appears to have
been in difficulties, for in 1863 the building then used as the ' Assembly
Rooms * was sold to a Mr, Dunn, who opened a shop there, and as the author
of the Howdbeok of 1863 says, “the seats once pressed by the belles of
Darjecling are now covered with hermetically sealed lobsters and tart
fruits” DBesides this shop of Mr. Dunn there then was another shop
kept by Mr. Doyle, sitsated below General Llcyd's House in what js now
*“ Meadow Bank," & Government Office. A Mr. Chapman also bad another
shup, " on the road between Beechwood and the Church," which was probably
the first shop on whit is how called “ Commercial Row * at the Chowrasta end
of Auckland Roat.

The present Darjecling Club; Limited, fur long knowh as the “ Planters'
Cluk,"” was started (as | am informed by Babu N. K Chaudburi, the Head
Clerk) in 13068, in the house, below the present Alliance Bank of Siinla, called
"Alice Villa" It afterwards moved into its present comfortable premises, and
on 13th january 1880 st the Instigation of Lord Ullek Browne (the present
Marquis of Slige), then President of the Clab, it was purchused from the
Maharajah of Cooch Behar for 95,000 rupess, It was subsequently enlarged,

and In the beglnning uf Wie year 1608 it was converted fnto & Limited
Liability Company,
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Clost by Dr. Campbell's old Kackeri and on the same site as the present
St Andrew's Clioreh, stoad the old Chireh, 3lso called St Andrew's, the
foundation-stotie of which was laid on St Andrew’s day 1853 It was built
At the cost of only Rs: 9000 by Ciptain G. W. Bishop of the 7gth Ni 1., the
Commandaut of the local Corps of *Sebundy Sappers” 1t had aceammodation
for 150 persons, and was opened for Divine Service in October 1830 It
was built of brick *stuccosd over and white washadl” The author of the
Handbook of 1363 complained of the distance soldiers Had to go to
the Church from Jalapabar. In 1867 St Luke's Church was built at
Jalapahar.

The old hospital s shown on the map on the east side of the hill now
topped by the Eden Sanitarium (opened on 2and April 1883 The old
hospital had three wirds, one for the corps of sappers, one for the genéral
public, and one for sick convicts from the old jail on the slope bhelow.
There was also a dispensary for ont.patients,

We now come to the flat space marked H.P, on the old map. This is
the present Chowrasta, from here ran and still runs a road up the vidge o
the SE., now called the Eastern Jalspahar Road., T the old map it is
noted that a circular road was contemplated around the present Observatory
Hill. As soon as this road was made, & “crossroad” must have existed here,
but the name “Chowrasta”™ was not used even in 1863, and ill measiremeits
of distances within the station were taken from “Dell Corner® which fa the
house now, by a corruption of the word * Dell" called * The Dale”

Below the shove-mentisned Eastern Jalapahar road o the east side of
the same ridge is the road, then traced out and now called the Caleutra
Road, which runa to Ghoom, across the big landslip beloes St Paul's School.,
On the map this road i shown 253 ' new line of rord traced aut” At the
foot of this ridge, on the west on the old map. are the words * level road
being traced onl.™ This, as the old Gozedfeer of 1R41 telfs us, i the road
“called the Auckland Road leading to the waterfall two miles from the ol
ruin,” or in modern language leading from Observatory  Hill to the Edey
Falls and indeed on to Ghoom.* The “ Old Ruin " was the remains of the old
Manastery or Gimpa, destroyed in an old Goorkha raid as mentioned above.
This new road, called after the Governor-General of the day, was laid ont
under Dy, Campbeil's orders by the young Lieutenant, R. C, Napier, destined
A quarter of a century later to become Loed Napler of Magdala. Napier was
n 1841 Executive Engineer in Darjeeling, The present houses on this read
called “Sliga Hall" and *Ulick Villas " were built during the years Lord
Ulick Browne (the present Marquis of Sligo) resided in Datjecling,

* In 1867 Ghoom wus koown =8 ' The Seddli”
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We may now follow the line of * locations * along the ridge road from
the Chowrasta or * Dell Corpier " towards Jalapahar *“The excellent bulld-
ing ground along the slope mentioned in the old map was soon occupied.

The first location on this ridge, No. 24, belonged to Dr. Pearson, above
mentioned, and corresponds to the fine site of the house now known as
“Benmore.” Next came Mr. Bayley's location, No. 23, and following up the
ridge we come to No, 26, Dr. Campbell's location. This is the site of the
house still appropriately named “Campbell Cottage” The old name wis
“One Tree House," and curiously one young tree still marks the tarn in the
short avenue leading up to the house. The house afterwards came into the
possession of the Cooch Behar Estate (as ave 5o many of the houses now on
this ridge). 1t was sold to the Flanters' Club {now the DarjeelingClub,
Limited) and by them, in 1908, was =old to Government for Rs 50,000, as the
Goyernment wanted the house and its fine site to provide bouses for the
Superintendent of Folice and the Civil Surgeon. 1t is to be hoped that
when the new house for the Civil Surgeon J= built, the old name "One Tree
House" will be revived to commemorate ome of the residences of the
medical man who made Darjeeling.

It s, However, very clear that Dr. Campbell lived for the greater part of
his life in Darjeeling in another house for lopg known as " Beschwood
House” This is on the sites numbered 44 @nd 45 on the old map. In
1863 the Handbook clearly calls Beechwood "Dr. Campbells old house: "
the grounds were tastefully amanged and well wooded, and teadition has it
that many of the big trees and rhododendrons were planted by Sir 1. D.
Hooker. Some local irritation was recently caused by the present owner,
a German gentleman, cutting down frees and in the opinion of many
spoiling his property, Part of the former grounds of this house are now
opened up and built over with houses large and small, including a large
public rink.* Between Beechwood and Woodlands, in 186§, were three
houses belonging to Colonel Crommelin of the Engineers. These mhuhly
représent some of the houses of the Scotch Mission, and the name of one of
them survives in the name " Banstead” for the road which now runs from
Auckland Road past the Mission and the Turnbull Memorial School down
to the railway station,

To return to the ridge and "One Tree House," the next location, No, 37,
was owned by Mr. Cameron and No, 28 by Mr. Smith, the owner af the
hotel, and curiously enough this is the site of the present Grand Hotel,

* The cotting vp and building over of this sentesl dlin would have bess proided had :
ox vather the Municipality, seet their way to sccepl the puliticapicied offer of (e late M, Adrew
Wemiche, whi ofiored 50,000 repees towards the porchase of (bl propesty for somversion nto
s pubilic park.  This would have vamly improved the centre of the Lawn, pow “hidevualy delormed, "
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Rockville, This house was largely rebuilt after the 1807 earthquake. [n
1863 It appears to have beer) the site ol a school for young ladies kept by
Miss Wight, Beyotid this and on a knoll to the S.E. was location No. 29
it beionged to Licutenant Napier, afterwards of Magdaln. An old house
existed on this fine site till the Jubilee Eanthquake of June (897, alter which
the present fine yillas, Nos. 1 and-2 Chevremont were built* Below{No. 29 came
house No 30, then aud will called "Oak Lodge” Site 31 was not occupied
in tBgt. 11 is the site now occupied by the ¥ Parsonage" the residence nf
the Reetor of St Andrew's. Following nlong the rdge we come to the
ftat site numbered 32, this is now occupied by Nos i and 2 Catherine Villas
(in Noy 1 these words are being written), Further on are the sites of houses
now known as Nos 1 and 2 * The Ridge.”

OTuER HOUSES of | NTEREST.

The old map stops bere, but just beyond, un the north end of Jalapahar
Hill, was a house of considerable interest in old Darjesling. This was the
house of Brian Hodgsen, Ithad been biiilt by Sir Herbert Maddock, who
hud been Resident in Nepa), when Hodgson was his Assistant.  Maddock
called the house = Herbert Hill" and for a similar reason we may suppuse
Brian Hodgson called jt " Briznitone” + Maddock was Deputy Governor of
Bengal in 1843 and in 1848, He retired in 1840 and was M., for Rochester
for five years (1852-57). Hedied in 1870, Hodgson purchased this house
from hiln in 1847 and lived there during his thirteen years as the “student-
recluse * after his retirement from the Civil Service owing to his quarrel over
Nepalese politics with the eccentric Lord Ellenbosough, This House was
demolished sonn after 1863, and on the site was bullt the present residence
ol the Rector of 5t. Paul's School] Hooker made * Brianstone” his head-
quarters and during his two years in the Himalayas, and his destription of
the hotse and the view is Guoted in Hunter's Lifo of Fodgzon as follows :—

“ It stood in a narrow clearing of the majestic forest thut then clothed
the mountains of Sikkim on every side and crept. up to the very
walls of the few houses of which the station then consisted. It was
4 modest bungalow, of the ordinary Anglo-Indian type, otcupying

T I hee bee mugpested  thue ¥ Liille Chevremont,” & contminly tﬂm‘wm.
hogss ; bat before 1897 an ol house sestuinly oo i itie aile of Now. & amd 3 (harfemes, HM‘.?
on the same knol) s Linle Cheroemon, |

t S0 wpelled in the Hamdbond of 1863; Hunter, io his Lifk of Hodpwen, calls it * Beranstone,®
~ 31ln 1366 2 wmer o e Caluite Meview {page 66) wpeaka ol the vew bolldings now
in progres of 51 Pasls Schoul * ' Bk in the new chai of public sehools w be fosnded in the
Hrmalayss™ The Caleutts S Paal’s Sebool stood on tha sfie of the Indlan Massum. An ariicle In
fhe Calmite Rrcdrw, Vol LV, March 1857, deneribe [odgoom's bome and milks of b well kid oni

R . =24D712
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the slope of a ridge 8,000 ft. high and facing north at an elevation
of 7,500 ft. It commanded a view of the Snowy Himalayas unrivalled
for grandeur and extent. ... Immediately in front Kinchenjunga rears
itzell ko 27,128 fest."”

Well below Brianstone on the west slope of the hill lay and lies still “ Wood-
lands”  In 1863 it was the property of Dr, Colling, the Civil Surgeon, and
in that year was occupied by the Bishop of Caleutta, It is now the well-
known “ Woodlands Hotel." Above Brianstone on the top of the hog-backed
ridge, where a big house still stands, stood in 1863 the * large and commo-
dioue residence” of General Garstin® of the Engineers, In 1841 Major
Garstin (as he then was) was Superintending Engineer and owned locations
43 and 46 on the old map, i.¢., Houses below Aunckland Road.

LocATIONS AT LEBONG IN 1541,

The old Guide and Gazeftezr of 1841 gives a further list of 28 “locations
at Lebong" many of them taken up by persons who owned property in the
Station of Darjeeling. Lebong was then covered by forest and the present
cantonment was formerly part of the still existing Bannockburn Tea Estate.
The ground had been levelled as a race course by the Gymkhana or Club ; the
Military Department took this over about 16 years ago and enlarged it and
made the parade ground, but the Gymkhana ( or Amusement Club ) has still

rights to the race course at times when it is not required for military
pl.ll[m:s.

THE First MISS10NARIES

On the Tukvar Spur to north-west of Darjeeling in 1842 ‘were located
the four German Missionaries, the first to come to these hills. They worked
on the Moravian or “ seif-supporting system” and some of their names,

Start, Niebel, Stoclke and Wernicke are still well known in the Darjeeling
Diistrice,

THE HOUSES 1x 1841,

The houses in these early days were nelther very substantial nor
imposing. On the old map the size of a location is given as 100 square yards,
and there are many occupiers of houses now who would gladly have this
amount of space. The houses were all of * twattle and dad " some had iron
roofs (and these iron roofs plain and coloured red are still characteristic of
Darjeeling). They were "mere cottages of the better sort," says the old
Gasettedr of 1841 , " single storied cottages or, if the reader prefers, villas "

'M——Wﬂh&lmdﬁﬂﬂl.ﬂmwpﬂw of Bengal and Avchitast of the
Calentfs Town ITall and ihe Bankipore Gals }
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says Captain Hathorn in 1863 The roofs were shingled, that is “slated,
so to speak, with thin slips of wood 18x4 inches, and tarred outside”™
These roofs were good and kept out the min. These shingled roofs are
ttow very rarely seen, they have given way to the ubiquitous corrugated iros.

The old Gasettesr map showed only 46 locations or houses in Darjecling,
but in & footnote it is added * there are now some sixty or seventy locations,
and Dr. Campbell has made a drive of 16 miles round the station, including
the splendid road called the Aucklind Roead leading 1o two magnificent
waterfalls called the Edenfails."*

The progress of building cannot have been very rapid, for Hooker refers
to about seventy housss, and the samé number is mentioned in the Handbood
of 1863. The rent of a medium sized house in that year is put at from Rs 8o
to R= 100, Nowadays it will be & very poor sort of house that can be got for
Rs 100 a month,

The Bewgal Hurkarw, of November 1840, had a note on Darjeeling
in which it is remarked that:—*The only public building is the
Superintendent’s Cutcherry on the Docjelingt Hill, 4 neat wattle and dab
bungalow with an jron roof, There is an allotment for a Church and spaces
for public purposes but no appearance of appropriating them. A small fort
or heat stockade on the crest™of Dorjeling Hill, where there yet appears
the remains of an old monastery, would be ornamental and useful A good
clock is much waiited to regulate the time of the station... ., , if Government
cannot afford a good clock a good sundial would be very acceptable, and

- morning and evening gun would be useful”

The Hurkarn evidently received these remarks from its “ Own Corre.
spondent.” The suggestion to build & fort was not adopted, but some one
evidently approved of the proposal for a sundial, for in 1865 oue stood in
front of the old Kackeri, ¥ presented to the station by & visitor,” possibly as a
joke (suggests the author of the Hamdéeok of 1863), for, as he says, " of
what use can a sundial be in a place which is always in the clouds.” The
pew Church built in 1870 has a fine clock. which still " regulates the time
of the station."

* Thow two Bl wese In e jlhors or tavine, ehlled tle Kepfiuors (e crow's mavinsh, whilth
prms down on the poreh whde o Lo Bill we whiel tve Maburxjul 'of Cooeh Behar'y bowse, ** Caollinion,*
s This preat eors ba been converted mio o buge meanury dealo, de & resill of e I W DL inprove.
ments alver e great lamdally of 24th Septamber 1599  The wetnr sow s off s fast that thire
nothing Jufl deserving of ihe nisde of ML The apper fall above thie can rowl appedr (0 hove bean
dalled the Edenfillh, wil & big hogee sot lerofl sl presesves (be tame.  The lowen lklls below the
et roaed were called the Vietors Falla, 52 corly ss 1863,

1 Dosjeliag « probably e uuse gorvect, U be sxphonicat uame, fram Dare, o tanderbolt,
and fng, place (Whddell) FPreviows dpvwtone wade thie word pesy, = “pmay plate,” an
Inspproptisle name,
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Tne Porvne oF DARJEELING IN 1852

The picture of Darjeeling which we here reproduce from an old coloured
engraving, gives & good view of the station in 1852 AU first sight it Is
difficult to localise places on the picture, and it was not till we discovered
the point from which the sketch was taken that we were able to understand
it

The onginal sketeh wis evidently made from & high point on the
Western Jalapahar Road, say at the bend of the road, on the projecting spur
below Edenfalls House, or possibly from a pofnt halfwiy up Elysinm Road.

The foreground of the picture is given in preat detail, but the more
important part of Darjecling is not so clear, Fram this point of view, the
Kinchenjunga Range appears correctly, but the lower ranges of hills are too
prominent and the long ridge on which the station ls built is not sufficiently
emphasised.

It is, however, possible to localise all the points of the picture.

The black siope and trees on the extreme right of the picture form the
upper portion of the grounds of the présent Woodlands Hotel, and the oma-
mental g‘atﬁm, with stiffly laid out paths, is part of the slope belpw the
hotel. The winding road at the bottom and right lower corner, with the
quaint Highlander-like natives, is part of the Western Jalapahar Road feading
up from the Auckland Road. In the left lower corner of the picture on & fAat
space are two houses, the viearer one used to be called “ Belombre and
bedonged to Colonel Crommelin of the Engineers; beyond it, close b;.r & line
of dark trees, which still exist, is the house now converted into the Lowis
Jubilee Sanitarium.  The well marked road beyond this row of trees is the
Victoria Road, and just below {t, is the house formerly called " Wolkow,"
now occupied by the Superintendent of the Jail, which at present stands on
the slope just below,

The flat space in the lower centre part of the picture containitg 2 sort
of * summer house " Is what was called Dy, Colling' “ garden house," close
by is his house " Woodlands" just to the right. The stiffly ornamental
garden still forms part of the Woodlands Hotel " compound betwesn thiy
and the central dark row of trees, §s the fat space where the ra]l'nly
station now is.  Above e ornamental garden, and towards the centre of
the picture, is the large flat site, now occupled by the various buildings of
the Seots Mission. Separated from the Scots Mission site by & fine row of
tall trecs, mity be seen ™ Beeehwood" above referred to. 1t i rather cone
fusing to find the site of this house of Dr. Camphell also marked fn this

* A copy of this colourel eugtiving will hangs b e Utice of the odlor-Seeretaty, Fusocial
Depurtiment, in the Secretaiiel In Dhiijecling. :
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pictute by a single tree, for it is quite clear, from the old Gasetiesr of 1841,
that the name “One Tree" belonged to the location No, 26, the site of the
house still known as * Campbell Cottage.”

Above Beachwood, and to the right the picture shows the Auckland Road,
constructed taf or twelve years before  Near the right upper corner of the
picture there just appears a house, probably Campbell Cottage, and below it
some tall tress which mark the site of the present Darjeeling Club, Limited.
This portion of the view extends more to the right in the original big picturs
in the Secretariat, and in it the *One Tree * of * Campbell Cottage " can be
seen.

Recently this pecturs was reproduced on a postcard and labelled
" Dovjeling, tso hundred pears age’ 1l What a knowledge of history this
displays |

Observatory Hill is easily made out with the group of houses still ta be
found on its southern end (* Ada Villa," ete.). The old church is clearly tobe
seen and just beyond it and slightly lower down on the picture is Dr. Campbell's
old kackeri (the Amusement Club).

About an inch further towards the left of the picture Is the large hobse
which is the still existing—" Carcline Villa."* Abave this and further to the
left, alimost hidden by three tall trees, is the house which preceded the
Shrubbery on this site.  Further to the left in the same line comes the group
of houses still known as “ Wilson Busti,” then comes the lofty northemn end
of Bireh Hill, and at the extreme end, close by the site of John o' Groats of
the old map of 1841, was a house formerly known as * Gasson's Comer” and
more recently as * Edgar's Folly."

In the centre of the picture the bare rounded Will had on its top. the old
Past Ofice and a school for Bhutia boys. This hill is much less prominent
now-a-cdays, for it was very largely cut down in 1881 to provide room for the
large buildings of the Eden Sanitarium, which was opened on 220d April 1883,
The lines and the bazar are in the same site a5 in the picture, but the bamr
has spread widely over every available space.

Another picture of Darjeeling to-day, is given for the purpose of con-
trast.
~ As may be seen from the smooth cleared patch beyond the trees and the
Sanitariom Hill, in 1852 the formidable Happy Valley landslip did not exist,
The * dandy ™ of that day was more elaborate than the present day “ dandy ;"
and rickshaws did not exist,—indeed they are only an importation of the last

few years,

*1f thin old picrure is 1o be trusind we = faithinl pictore of the shtes of hooses of 185z then Gezerul
Lioyd's house i either omited w the old deeded b ooitted, which it srange.  Mount Pleassm (16
on map) wes on @ kaull bedow and to the vipht sosth of the Chaneh, now the Victoria Ganlena,
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Tre DARIEELING RoADS

The Auvckland Roadl, built as we have said, by Lisutenant Napier (after-
wards of Magdala) was continued by the same Engineer to Kumsong and
Siliguri »id Pankabari. This old road still exists and is called the “Old
Military Road It remained the cuily road to the plains till the present
splendid Cart Road was made in 1861 to 1865, The Eastern Beéngal State
Rallway reached Siliguri in 1878 and passengers then went up the hill in
tongas, A road still calied the “Tonga Road" runs from the Auckland
Road, near Woodlands, to the Cart Road below. The Hill Railway was
commenced in 1879, it reached Kurseong in 188c and Darjecling in 1881,
A short road, which runs down past Woodlands and connects Anckland
Road with the Railway Station, called * Prestage Road " commemorites the
name of the Chiel Engineer of this remarkable HIll Railway.

THE JOURNEY To DARJEELING IN EARLY DAVS,

In the old days of 1841 the journey from Calcutta was very different
from the 20 hours train joumney of thess days. Twenty hours is long enough
for & journey the same distance a5 from London to Edinburgh, but no
appreciable acceleration is possible till the Sara or other Bridge across the
Ganges [s built,

Captain Herbert, who went up to Darjesling in 1830, gives his itinerary
as follows :—

Caleutta to Krishnagur w18 hours,
Krishnagur to Barhampore ald R
Berhampore to Malda = AL T
Malda to Dinajpore v B0 e
Dinajpore to Titalya SR -
Titalya to * foot of hills™ B
Tﬂtﬂl Ll 93 hours.

All the roads from various parts of Bengal metat Titalys, then 2 place
of considerable importance. It lies on the south baok of the river Maha-
nuddee, 15 miles from Siligurl.  In 1847 it had a hotel (run by D, Wilsor and
Co.), & pwcca dik bungalow and a shop. It was regarded as the ¥ Store
Depét for the Hills" and in 1863 the remains of old bungalows and ulso
officers’ graves could still be seen.  Invalids were recommended to go up the
Hughli and Jellingee rivers as far as possible, The extension of the East
Indian Rallway to Sahebgunge (an the "loop line" ) made that route

* Putikabarge,
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preferable, andi n 1863 this is the way recommended by Captain Hathorn,
The jouney in 1863 from Calcutta to Sahebgunge was then 93§ hours (it ls
not very much better now), the Ganges was erossed in a steam ferry to
Karagola Ghat and no less than 7 hours is put down for the river journey.
Then the passenger proceeded by dik through Pumea, Kissengunge, and
Titalys to Siliguri and thence up the hill, the journey taking 70 hours in all.
In 1848 Hooker took over eight diys (8th to 16th April) to get from Bhagalpur
to Darjesling and it cost him Rs. 240 from Kamgols Ghat to " the foot of the
hille™ In 1841 the cost of the journsy from Calcutta for one person was

R 176, In 1863 Captain Hathomn calculated it at Rs. 123, It is now
Rs. 40 first class,

Toie CANTONMENTS OF DARJEELING,

A word now about the Cantonments of Darjeeling. The most recent is
Lebong, or Alibong, as the natives more euphonjously callit.  Itenly began
to be used wbout 16 years ago and was formerly part of the Bannockbum
Tea Estate. Four or five years ago extra barracks were built and there is
now room for a whole battalion of British Troaps,

The Jalapahar Cantonment was established as a convalescent depét for
European soldiers in 1848, but was used for convalescents only, during the
period the old cantonment of Senchal was occupied. It is still mainly =
convalescent depdt and used for the troops of the Presidency Brigade,
Higher up the ridge Is the more recent Katapahar, the summer station of a
Mountain Battery. _ _

The most interesting of the Darjeeling Cantonments is the long aban-
doned one on the top of Senchal ridge to the south of Tiger Hill. The top of
this hill, 8,500 fest, was cleared and levelled and the construction of barracks
commenced in 1857 | they were occapied In 1860, The buildings consisted of
14 officers’ bungalows, 20 barracks for the men and two hospitals, one for
64 male patients and the other for 16 female patients. The first regiment to
occupy Senchal was the 6th FooL It is difficult to understand the choice of
this hill for barracks, as it is rightly called " Senchal” or the “hill of mist
and fog” The only explanation offered is a quaint one given in the Aand-
dook of 1863, that the residents of Darjeeling * wished to keep Private John
Smith at as respectful a distance as possible"® Captain Hathorn rightly
protested against this explanation and adds that except the hospitals, the
barracke were " jerry-buollt and fimsy ;" the foundations, however, cannot
have been so, as many walls and tall chimneys still remain. Senchal was
abandoned as a cantonment soon after 4 visit of the Commander-in-Chiel in

* It may ba noted that the wee of the sxpresion ® Priraty John Smith ™ whows thal in 1863
the pams " Tommy Afkine ™ Bad not comie Into wey
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April 1867. Some of the old walls were levelled and turfed over by the
Darjeeling Golf Clab, which was started there in 1605, This Golf Club
proudly boasts of being the highest golf club in the world (Bfoo to
8,300 feet), It has thirteen holes. In 1908 & new bungalow has been built on
Senchal by the Darjeeling fmprovement Fund for the benefit of visitors on
their way to the top of Tiger Hill to see Mount Everest, The three peaks of
the Everest group (Peak 14, Monnt Everest in the middle, and an unnamed
peak on the left) are clearly seen on & fine day, just peeping over the top of
black Singalelah. This is the only place clase to Darjeeling from which
this mighty mountain can be seen. To see it to perfection it is necessary to
go out some forty or fifty miles along the Nepal Boundary Road, 1o
Sandakphu or to Faloot. From those heights the * grand summits * can be
seeq clearly, and those who have seen them on a fine morning will appreciate
the following lines of Th. Gauthier:—
lis me ragportent rien of me sont pas uiiles
Ll n'ont gue leur beaute, je le sais e'est bien pey
Mar-moi je les prefere anx champs gras et fertiles
Qui sont si doin du ciel, gu'on y voit jamais Dicy.

W, J. Bucuaxas, B.A, M.D. (Dug),
Lientenant-Coloned, {.M.5.



@& Miemoir of Eofonef ThHomas Deane
(Pearse of the Wengal Artifferp.

PART |.—(Continued.)
ATl FEAD HE Parliament of England had established a new Council
(

\'ﬁ q— tis direct affairs in India, and on the 1oth Mv. Monson
};}c:‘t‘*&a" and Mr. Francis arrived at Calcutts ; and on the 27th
{:’. l‘ﬂh}ﬁ October, General Clavering took the Chief command of
.'-\\@:_____ i # the Army, On the 26th November he reviewed the Bengal

Artillery, which by this time was brought into an excel-
lent state of disclpline ; and General Clavering expressed himself as delighted
with the corps and astonished at its performances, being superior to anything
he could have expected in India, and so much to his satisfaction, that
Colonel Pearse writes to Geperal Pattison, "the performances at the
review wolld not have besn disgrace to dear old Woolwich."

T GERERAL PaTTis0N,

Furi William, 23rd Fedyuary, 1775,
My Dear Friesn,

Since 'my last, Suah.al-Dowish s dead. Hepoos coucerming his death are various ;
bt what is carrent in the bazaar is thefollowing : it is a translation of & Persian newspaper,
which my Moonshes is now rading to me; * Sojah-ul-Dowlab, having taken the daughier
of Dundes Khawn prisoner, sent for her to his Harem, and attempted to viclale her person.
Sihe had concealed a poisaned dagger, with which, whilst he was struggling. with her, she
gtabibed Him o ltle below the navel. He was for four months confined 1o lis bed by the
wound, whick bafiled the skill of all the physicians who went to lis assistance ; and it 'was
given out In the basar that he had costricted an evil dissase. But at langth he died ; and
just before hiz death be caused (he davighter of Diundes Khawn, before mentioned, to be
stratigled” This i3 nearly literally translated ; as nearly Hiaral ms 8 translation can be !
bt mazk | do pol vooch for the troth of it, wharever | may belleve © and | would not have
written this bot io show yot that he did not bear the best of characters, and so to loduce
10 belleve that | did oot much ekaggemmte in lust latter of the 27th November,

His son, Asoph-ol-Dowlal, has sicceeded, and o all probiability will continue to reign
ever Dude, if his enemies are ol powerful enough to drive him out: end thit 1 bellave will
not be, though | should not wonder If the Maharattas, Seiks, Jaats, and Rohillas should
join the King, snd force hiny to carry & war against vs ; and lndeed, the same bazasr news.
paper says that they actually have joined and marched with (be lutention to wage war
with os

Oune part of their reasoning s ubsolutely fulie) for they say the English have acusally
coined Sicca Rupsss in the name of thelt own King. The Maharattas, however, cannet
gain smything but by war and confusion ; before we had the country, they recelved & fourth
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part ol the revenue Sujah-ul-Dowlah had, with our as=istance, kapt then: zt & distance
and taken possession of Korah snd Allahabad, which the King had given to them. Again
wa lave attacked them mod taken Salsetts, so that they have evecything to hope asd
nothing to lose by 4 war; we, oa the contrary, have nothing to gain. The King surely
has not day reason to love us, since we have ceased to pay him (he stipulated tribate, and
taken Karabi and Allahabad from the Maharattas, o whom the King had given them ; so that
he has sothing to expect, and, God knows, not anything 1o lose.

| was disappeinted of my second review. It was reslved, on Suialeal-Dowlah's
death, to march annther Brigade towards Patna, and 1o station It at Disapore | bus when
the arder wns to be issued, it was found that there were not any tents ready ; for this reason
they were under the necessity of faking thise In which my corps was eacamped, to carry
on practice | and we are, therefore, marched into the Fort from Dum-Dum, after baving
Emdlhmimwﬂdiwm:h;munhlmmﬁmultﬁnm“inﬂ
though it was the beginning, and the powder is the worst that ever was seen, yei he was
well satisfied with our performance,

Lieutenant-Colanel Keating, 1 find, has obtained a release from the shackles which the
Court of Directors formerly lsid on all their Arillery. He i to nse in their Bombay
Army to any rank to which it may be his turn to rise.

The death of Sujah-al-Dowlah, and the taking of Salsette, are the coly news bere:
whether these accidents will embroil us or not, time will quickiy shew,

| like the country, climate, and pesple. I hive good health—plenty of wll good
things—ease and cheerfulness. My spirits never flag now, since | have taken waier,
which alone [ drink. | am totally changed 1 know not how to grumble or complam now §
#o that though you may hear me do 50 Upon occasions, you muy prosounce me not unhappy,
Iearnestly wish you health, and happiness, and honor, riches; in the war which | suppose
will be the consequence of the death of the King of France, You ask me aboat iron guns |
we have 4 great many here | | know not where they were cast, but I know they are very
indifferent. Two t2-pounders burst ou the rampans in 1770, in firmg the moraing and
evening guni and one t2-pounder barst 00 a rejoicing day ln firing salutes: It destroyed
7 Europedns and 14 or 15 mafives. | excommunicated these fron guuns, and subatituted
brass ones for salutes ; and | proved those of the iron guns which wers to be usad. They
would not bear ¢ Ibs. of Europe powder; they stood 8 Ibs. only: 1 oot of 30 burst
wiﬁ!Ihnd;mnr5humwiihg.whi:hwnrmu:ptﬁmmﬂmd:numth:h
a3 they were short 12's, and woold be medium in thickness, 8 is the proaf propartion ; for
1 do not approve of trial by quantity, All guns should be proved by proportion, and not by
arbitrary quantities ; for which no good reason can be assigned, except that Carpesiier
Hattwell approves it Cartridges are made by propartion :—erge, the proof sught 1 be 30,

| have contrived u method of using ibe quadrant on the ooteide of the mortar, which
uihumtﬁmgimnii;h:mhﬂhmhy:lndlhlﬂ'ﬂudﬂmhlﬂﬂirmnﬁ
_e?mlc_lhmhr.-lrm=E‘mw‘;lnqudnm&uhuﬁ.mwihm1mmhhd;
and 1 bave introduced the Desaguliers, and hit & target of 8 feet square g times ot of 14,
&% 300 yurds in & minutes ; and ¢ thmes out of 16 1o 10 minutes. | have tatght my corps
to make all things as they are made in the desr, desr Warren, .

It was nataral to expect that the new counsellors would not be received

with open arms by Mr, Hastings, &s it was generally reported throughout
the Settlement that they came out to prevedl abuses which had prevailed,

They were anxious to possess themselves of all information regarding the
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late transactions of Government : and, upon = part of the papers relating
to the Benares treaty and the Rohiila war being withheld from their
examination, on Mr. Hastings' plea of their being private and confidential
between himself and Mr. Middleton, Agent at the Vizier's Court, an open
rupture and division tock place.

The Council now consisted of Mr. Hastings as President, and Mr,
Barwell, on one side : and Genera!l Clavering, Mr. Monson and Mr. Francis,
at determined variance, on the other. Colonel Pearse, being warmly attached
ta Mr, Hastings, may be considered as writing in all his letters which
concern him and his Government, with those [eelings of partiality which
& knowledge of these circumstances would presuppose. Perhaps no man's
character was ever so enigmatical as Mr. Hastings!, and in no cause were
adverse parties and feelings ever mare warmly agitated.

Colonel Pearse's correspondence breaks off for a time at this period.
The unhappy internal dissensfons which prevailed were carvied to so high
a pitch as to threaten the very existence of the British Government in India,
and all confidence in private friendship was at an end. During this interval,
however, poor Nuncomar suffered ; of which Colonel Pearse, probably as he
could not approve, never makes mention in any subsequent letter. General
Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr, Francis constituting a majority in Council,
the reing of Government had fallen into their hands, and their constant
object was to oppose Mr, Hastings in every instance,

In May 1775, he writes in a short letter to General Pattison :—

I ouake it & role pever (o wrne news now, because our letters are most commonly
upeoed, as | am convinced this will be, because |t will be expected that vverybody will be
writing about the dissensions which prevail amongst e | endeavour to steer clear of
either party, because | love both: but though |am silent, the public papers will be full
enough ; and you will know all, perhaps belter than we do o the spoi.

Novewber, 1775,

Poor Hastings | dear Hastings ! worthy man | the friend of the Company, and their
service | the guardian angel of the setilescent, bas been harassad, abised, beset |

~ In the Milktary line Mr. Hastings' power Is greatly curtuiled by General C—— ha
chooses to be un enemy to every one distinguished by the Governor's friendship, or who
dissinguishes the Gavernor fur bin Friend.

Let us kope for better times, and in 1he mesntime be as happy e we can.

Those who sither loved or were loved by Hastings, became immediately the object of
C—'s hatted smd reseiment  Hastigs had been sy friend hﬁuﬂ—ﬂﬂrﬂ:ﬂ#l
esteemed him too much to do as others had done—that s, tumed thelr backs on their old
friends to conrt their vew ones.  C——— 1herefore, marked me as one of the Government set,

and nocordiogly he has uniformly done everything to thwart and hort e, and everything
| bave nsked for myseli he refused,

He inmiweed a Board of Ordnance and mademe s member of it ; took all my suthoricy
away, and made me a cypher. I was hum, and complained, as he had puc into the Board
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a Lieutenant-Colonel Dow, the transiator of & miserable history of Hindoostan and the
author of two wretched plays. This man is Commissary General, The Commissary-General
is Controlier of the Military Accounts.  He miiformly attacked me and my Department snd
| defended myself and officers. This created disputes | and as | was wounded, | was wasm ;
and thus, because my opinians were always contrary to D—'s and D—is the Genarals
tongue, brains, head, and beart, I was as bad as auacking himsell

By heavens 1 spesk truth withom a word of esaggeration | the three who came oul
hang together, and, of course, everything is given 1o their awn set,  [f ever | spoke truth |n
my life, 1 do it oow.

Lady Anne Monson i3 a fine old lady ; everghody likes and respects her, the Miss
Claverings, snd the oid lady; the two former are divine creatures, and the latter very
agresable, With this addition to our settlement, (f the General had abided by his first
declaration that they were not sent oot for retrospection; but 10 prevent &rrems m - future, we
should have been very happy; but when the General heard informers, nnd learmt the abuses
which i the unsettled siate of the country were unavindnble, he immediately conceived that
thers were not any honest men, except those who gave the informanon ; and blinded by his
jealousies, his passions; his avarice, and his disapporniment, he ok for xeal what proceeded
from the very worst of principles: for there never was an imformer who was not such
irom malice, avarice, or envy, either ssparate or conjmned.

[ 50 much detest the principles and name, that even if T kaew of ‘evil T would concesl
i, rather than deserve this epithet; but this very honesty of principle makes me still more
mnfit for his purposes and wcresses his hatred

The Board of Grdoance first met in May 1776

Early in November, 1776, Colonel Monson died, and thus from Mr.
Hastings' casting vote, the power again came into his hands,

Several shocks of earthquake were felt this year in India ; one of them is
thus described : Colonel Pearse writes to General Desaguliers :—

18th Decerber, 1776,

On the Sth instand we hod o shotk of an earibquake. 1| began with & shaking of the
earth which made the windows il vesetiane raltle extranrdinarily lowd 22°. | sai pajlently
and heard the noise ; and then having found what was the ciuune, | ran oo, and whes | had
reached the ramparts, | (el the earth |u violem motlon, wave tunning after wave, nut
perceptible to my eye, it being dark.

"The earthquake began at h. gfn. 54 ke grand wave® stopped my astronomical
clock ut 7h. 47m 155 At 7h. 4gou all was over. At Chittagung the shock was felt a1 Sh
Bm. ; al Patua about % past 7; vow the first is east of m about 2, unl_tulut-m
aboot ms moch : (his shews the difference of lutitude considersd, that the shock was
instanianeous, through & tract of sbout $0g miles, At Chittagong it made the water mah on
the shore like i large wave, which suddenly mse and fell from 3 feet to 7. This is the most
violest earthquake | have ever feli, and 1 have felt several : two this year before It, and one:
ihe same evening at 1 past

“ Dot not the instantansity of the shock for agitation of the eanth through so vasi an
extent plainly prove that a real earthquake ls perfectly an dectrical phenomenoni To
me it s most evident, and the more | consider the subject, the mare | am confirmed of my

"£ Crrmmd praze "l‘i
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opimion, A real earthquake | distinguish trom these in the neighbonrhood of wolecanos.
These 1 call zshakings of the earth : and they may be occasioned by both causes © that is,
either by electricity, when the volcanos are not in violant trraption, or by violence of the
explosion when they are.”
To M=, MorpEs,
January, 777
I have made a simple instrument for deseribing parabolss and hyperbolas: [ will

seed you drawiogsof them. [@intend seading it to the Roysl Society, together with some
astronomical observation.

I must tell yoo too, that [ have contrived 3 method of grinding speculs to the
shapes of all Conic Sectionn, and my machine will be 52t to work socn for that purpose.
Last year | sent to Dr. Maslkelyne o complete meteorological joumal of the weaiher for one
year; and shall send him alio the construction of my wind-gauge ; notwithstanding Dr,
Lind of Edinburgh bas been mught by his countryman, Captain Kydd, to make ane of the
same kind, but purtable.  Mine was deawn ln 1774, and shewn to Kydd, and ln 1775 Lind's
wag printed in ths Philesophical transactions, L sball take care tosémure my Parabolic
compagses by sending them before anybody can give an account of them, '

You mention in your Artillery, tubies which Gre the cartridge aithotit plercing it ; such
were in use here when | arrived  They are only commen copper lubes, lined with mealed
powder, 30 19 to have a free passage through Lhe middle of the powder, and it is incon.
ceivable iow great the force of the firs is. The flame strikes (hrough the thickest
They used to peick the cartridgs, but 1 have left it of and cul the ubes shorter, and they
never miss when they are good ; but my labours are all lo vain here: | cannot get thanks:
at home, | should gel money and thatks (oo,

| have had my corps reviewed twice | first by the Governor, who was excessively
pleased, and thanked ve o orders [ and pext, by the Geaeral, who also thanked un, It was
oy good performance fosced the General's thanks ; he would have been better pleassd to
have foand fanls ; firey, because we plezsed the Governor ; neaf, beczuse | commandsd and
hid myself disciplined them,

To GENERAL PATTISON,
23tk March, 777,
“* Mv DEAR FRIEND,

“1 have tiad the good luck to invent an instrument for laying mortars ;
and | have applied a screw to elevate them ; all which, as it is red hot from
the forge of invention, must be new to you,

“ 1 have so little interest with the Directors, that [ thought it might be
of seryice to send home a full description of the contrivance: especially as
it has answered my most sanguine expectations, and has surprised every-
body bere,

“I shewed it to the Governor at the review, which honor he conferred
upon the corps. Captain Farmer of the Royal Navy was there. He saw
hovy well it answered. | believe [ really was happy that day, Not ene
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circumstance had 1 to lessen the plersure | received from the good performe-
ance of my corps, as a Battalion of Infantry, as a Battalion of Amnillery
with 16 cannoas; and as a body of Astillery on service in their battevies =
for we went through all these exercises, and equally well.

“The Saturday following, General Clavering roviewed us, and what gave
me most pleasure was, to hear that he had said in private, be had reviewed
most of the King's Regiments, and never saw any perform better,"

To GERERAL DESAGULIERS
" abth March, ty77.

“The newspapers have astonished me. | there find that a gun of your
invention has been fired 22 times in & minute. Although it is impossible
any gun can stand this 10 minuntes, yet it is an amazing performance, nor
can | conceive how it Is done.

"1 have introduced your instrument, and we can hit a target § feet
square, &t 200 yards, 9 times out of 10 indeed when once we have hit it, It is
very difficult to miss ; and we fire 10 rounds in 8 minutes,"

TO SIk ROBERT BAKER.
“asth March, t777.

“ I have written to Pattison, and to Desaguliers, and. to my friend
and preceptor Muller, on the subject of an instrument of my invention for
laying mortars.

"I have to apologize for the liberty | take in sending a box to you, but
more so when 1 come to make my request that you will present the contents
of it to the Royal Society, of which I understand you are a member. The
box contains 8 model of an instrument for describing parabolas, with the
alteration necessary to make it describe hyperbolas. 1 send it, though in
an unfinished state; to secure It to mysell lest | should be served as | was
about my wind-gauge. There is one 5o exactly like it in the Transactions,
from Dr, Lind of Edinburgh, who does not say it is his own invention, that
from the time it appeared, and from the discourses | had with Kydd
whether a fluid would not be better than a weight 1 cannot help thinking
Kydd has sent home this instrament to Lind, or at least a full drawing of it,
Now Kydd, having once seen it, made me several subsequent visits, and
slways about the wind-gavge His, indeed, is portable, and mine was for a
weathercock ; his is executed, and mine only drawn; but nevertheless 1 do
conceive that | have better claim to the wind-gauge than becan have, The
fluid, and the different fluids to be used occasionally, were all talked of here
in very nearly the same words, '



COLONEL THOMAS DEANE PEARSE, 463

*You wish for the dimensionz of the Observatory st Benares: T will
send home a model of it next year, to be presented to the Royal Society, if
youi please | for [ shall send it 10 you as your own."

ToOMR MuULLEs

adith Marchk, £777-
Are all our Artillerists asleep? [ donot hear of any Improvements at home : for |

cannot think the introduction of & paltry 3-pr. opon & gulloper carriage ia ome, thoogh
Congreve constrocted the carcage, and Phillips is the gun. The people of this country
use swivels which they fire from the backs of cumels. The creature koeels down for man
16 paint the gan. Now | am persmded this s as good as the 3.pr. fling gun. Pevhapsf
somebody would put it into Phillips’ bead, he might persuade Lord ‘fownsend to send 1o
Arabia for camels, mnless he has caught the conmgion and beleves that all ATG . FOgUES,
knaves and fools om this side of the se2. | hope was not a specimen of your good things,
the virtuous, or the: noble, that was sent pur to us for pur general Council in1774. They
Rave but & bad {dea of the produce of your lind. .

In consequence of the death of General Sir John Clavering, in Aungu
1777, Brigadier-General Giles Stibbert, became provisional Commander-in-
Chief; and Colonel Pearse writes to his uncle, Admiral Mann :—

A Fort Willlam, r664 fmar_y, L.

“1 told you how misérable Clavering made us ; in joy of heart 1 tell you
he is no more,

"Mr. Hastings’ Agent had made what he thought a surrender of the
Chair at home | the Directors had accepted the resignation, and Clavering was
to succeed : but it was all provisional ; it was not to take place without his
pleasure ; his resignation therefore was not complete - what they had granted
was merely leave to resign if he pleased.

“On the receipt of the news which arrived on the 1gth June 1777, the
old man demanded the keys, and looking upon himself as Governor-General,
he actually took the paths and summoned & Council in his own name. Mr,
Hastings, who was the real Governor, and who had not resigned, and Mr,
Barwell, composed the majority in Council ; and they took the steps necessary
to prevent the Madras game® from being played. But matters were here
quite different . the whele settlement adored Me. Hastings, and as perfectly
detested Clavering | the whole Army were of the same way of thinking;
the Judges gave the opinion unanimously, that the Chalr was not vacant,
and' the notification of this opinion gave universal satisfaction. Such was
the unanimity of the Army against Clavering, that his attempts to form &
party were: absolutely vain, The chagrin this defoat otcasioned, sunk deep
into ltis mind = from that day the seeds of death began to shoot—his inveteracy
increased—he began to talk of what he would do—whom he weould make
repent—and #o forth | but death stepped In and stopped his career and

* The srvesl and buprlcounen of Lavd Figet, (n 1376, by his opponents ln Comell st M.
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saved your friend : Tor I was one who was to have been sacrificed to his
resentment and mallgnity.

“ Peace now reigns amongst us ; we are again-a happy people. Claver-
ing’s name Is hardly ever mentioned, and never with respect, except by five
or six at most ; 1 mean of those who do yet remeémber him ; but the greater
part know they have escaped from & great danger. His opinion of all who
were before him was uniform ; and though to carry on business he was
obliged to select some, yet they all knew he meant to fill their places by
another set, which he hoped to obtain from England. 1t may be said this fs
mere suppasition ; to prevent which, take this which fsllows as a proof:—

“About 13 commissions for Captains were vacant, with others alss in
the Inferior ranks. As was always usual, it was propesed to fill up the com-
missions before the ships arrived, to prevent the mortification which must be
the consequence of appointments from home, and which would be Infinitely
worse if those were superseded for whom commissions had been lang vacant.
To this he objected, and urged a reason, that he expected officers from
England to fill the vacancies. You need not wonder now that the whole army
took the alarm, and looked upon the man who ought to have been their pro-
tector, as their inveterate enemy ; they did so, and he felt it to his death.

* The promotion tock place te his great mortification, As | had several
vacancies, I used my utmost endeavours to get them filled ; and this he called,
taking an active part sgainst him. 1 gave him the list for promotion; he
muttered something, the words of which I could not hear, but the meaning
was, he would not forward it; but as he found the promotion would be
moved and carried, he was at length forced to give in the list Thus, doing
barely oy duty gave offence, and was deemed taking a part against him,
Under such a man, who could hope for justice 7 but gone he is, and may we
never fall under the lot of such another | *

To GENERAL PATTISON,

*“You were preparing to go to India House about the Madras revolution ;
very nearly had we one in this place, but the hatred of all ranks for the
deceased prevented his using the military power to take by force the Chair,
as was done at Madras. The General, by the advice of one Folk,* sent
to demand the keys from Mr. Hastings He also summoned a Council In his
own name, as Governor-General, and before the only Member of Council
(Me. Francis) who attended and the Secretary, this Folk, and one Laceam,
he tock the caths and usurped the Chair ; be sent for the Persian translator,
and ordered him to translate the proclamation into Persian, and to make

* Fowke
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known his appointment ta the Chair ; and he dréw out arders for the garrison
to acknowledge and proclaim him.

“ The Persian translator, Sir John D'Oyly, 3 man of great spirit, truth,
and honor, begged to decline doing it, till be knew the authority, as hitherta
he had not been acquainted with any change of Government. The General
gave his own orders, and shewed him the paragraph of the Directors’ letter,
on which he grounded his right to the Chair. Sir John read it over very
attentively, and more than once, and then politely again declined ; being
ordered, he reflused and left kim.  Whilst this was transacting at Govermnment
House, Mr. Hastings was sitting in Council of Revenue with Mr. Barwell, at
the Rovenoe Councll House, ¢arrying on the commaon business, and little
suspecting that it had entered the General's mind to act the farce that was
carrying on; but he was soon obliged to lay aside the Revenue business to
consider a letter which he then received lrom General Clavering, demanding
the keys, and declaring himse!f to be Governor-General, He instantly took the
necessary precautions, sent his orders into the Fort to the Commanding Officer
to prevent his being surprised into any act of disobedience by the orders
he might receive from General Clavering, acquainting him that the General
demanded the Chair and keys, that he had sent to inquoire the opinion of the
Judges, and was determined to sbide by their opinion ; but in the meantime
he commanded that no other person should be received as Governor-General,
and that General Clavering should not be suffered to enter the Fort |
happened to be second in command and was accordingly sent for, The guards
were strengthened, the gates shut, and It became necessary to endeavour
to find how mea stood affected, A few moments were sufficient to do that;
for unanimity prevailed, and all equally dreaded the change. The Judgpes
unanimously declared their opinion, that the Chair was not vacant ; that
Mr, Hastings' resignatiotn was not, nor could not be full at home; that
all the orders from home indicated that it was something to be done in future,
and at his own option ; not completed, nor binding on him to complete it

“The consequence was that Mrn Hast'ngs and Barwell declared his
(General C's) Commiesion null and void, miade so by his own acts ; and they
therefore declared that hie should not again be summoned o Council, or-hold
any command or power whatever,

“The Judges, however, gave it as their opinion that there was not in
India any powes competent to remove a Member of Council from the Board,
To show the moderation of Mr, Hastings, he ascquiesced in the opinion of the
Judges, and suffered the General, or Governor-General sell-elected, to resume
his commund and the functions of his officed His death, however, soon

+ ¥or (he story of this tmamedon e Singal. Aur wel Priped, Vol L, 47531 vl I,
P 250233
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relieved us all, and | esteem It to be the luckiest event that has happened
to the Company, if not to the nation,

“General Clavering 1 know you told me was your friend ; it may
therefore sesm presumptuous in me to say so much, but | merely narrate,
and adbere to facts only, which could be asserted by numbers. You know
Clavering as a private gentleman; [ koow him as a man in power: this
makes the difference of our opinipns; for certain it is that power changes
the nature of men totally; and the more | examine men and manners,
the more | am convinced that every man has his price, and that we
all should show how prone the heart of man is to evil, if our price
were offered.

* General Clavering's knighthood was proclaimed by a salute of 17 puns
on the st July. I went to him at the head of my corps on that day
and addressed him thus: * Sir, the corps of Artillery which 1 command, beg
leave to pay their respects, and to congratulate you on occasion of the
honor which his Majesty has been pleased to confer upon you!' He hardly
bawed, turned from me with a frown, and selected from my corps a subaltern
officer, whom he accosted by name, took him by the hand, inquired how he
did, then turned shor tirom twenty officers and myself, who had waited on
him, without another word, After some little time the whole retired,
shocked at the incivility they had met with, The other corps avolded the
like mortification by not going.

1 have not neglected my professional studies, 1 assire you, as | hope
my new mortar instrument will shew you. You may judge of the labor
I had to make these instruments which 1 have now completed, one for each
mortar, when 1 tell you that there is not an instrument maker in the country,
and that | have been forced to bore barometer tubes to make my levels.
I was first obliged to contrive how, and then to teach others the method ; after
which I was obliged to learn how to close and fill them, but difficulties soon
vanish when a man is resolved. The dividing quadrants 1 am obliged
to perform entirely with my own hands; and so [ am forced to put
them together, and adjust them for use. Thus 1 have been obliged to
learn a trade ; perhaps it may be lucky for me, as | may be forced to quit this
service to earn my bread elsewhere."

" Fore Williawt, 18tk January, 1778

Colonel Pearse, during this year, paid great attention to the Intsrios ol
Fort William, proposing many alterations for the purpose of better providing
for the health and comfort of the Garrison ; also severs) very able memorials,
showing the state of the corps and praying for alterations, were submitted to
Government, the subsequent sdoplion of which have tended, In no small
degtes, to the prosperity of the corps,
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In the beginning of 1778, a detachment of Artillery under Major Bailey,
called the Bombay detachment, went on service from Bengal, with an army
under Colonel Leslie. This force was appointed to march: across India to
support the Bombay troops in restaring Rapobah in the Government of
Poonah. [n consequence of the want of European Artillery several companies
of Golundauze, or Native Artillery, had been raised at the suggestion of
Colonel Pearse and brought into fine discipline; and the following order, which
was issued by Lieutenant-Colone! Goddard in camp, reflects very high eredit
upon the corps ; as a part of them marched with Colone! Leslie’s detachment
Colonel Leslie dying on the 31d October, Colonel Goddard had succeeded
to the command.

Copy of order by Lieutenant-Colonel Goddard, 1st November 1778 —

The unmilitery and coexdimpled spirit of disaffectlon lo the service, which has so
manifestly displayed itself in the frequent desertions from the corps of Cavalry and Infantry
within few diys, 5 become & matter of the most setioss and imporiant consideration.

The Comnandiog Officer, therefore, thinks it neceseary to declars his sentiments
upon the occasion fully to the Army, snd to express the Indigration and surprise he feels ut
such ¢conduct, &s well 23 the astonishment and displeasure the report of it will create la the
minds of the Hongrable {he Governor-General and Council after the particalar indulgences
they continue 10 confer upon the Sepoys in thelr servics, by the superior pay snd other
advantages they receive above all other troops im Hindoostam, which they enjoy at ease
and Juxury within the Company's provinces for years.

This is & proof of Ingratitnde too siriking snd o injurions t6 the charactess of soldlers

o admit of ooy excuse | that under the circumstances of our present situation, with the
probability of an enemy to feel the force of the British arms they shoold bourly desert their
colours from which they have derived, and still may derive, a plentiful support on account
of the partial inconveniences to which they are subjected on any purticolar cccasionz of
active service.
_ The Communding officer; with much pleasure, excepts the corps of Anillery in the
foregoing observations. Their steadiness, fidelity, and military condoct clalm his parricolar
thanks ; and he desires the Commanding officer will assure himself thas he will make proper
mention of their merits 1o the Honorable the Governor-General in Counail,

In July 1778, intelligence was received in Bengal that hostilities had
commenced in Europe between the French and English, The public
declaration of war, however, had not reached India®; notwithstanding which
the British Government of India; not doubting the fact and concsiving the
act justified by prudence, seized upon the French settlements of Chander-
nagore, Masulipatam and Carical; and sent an army against Pondicherry,
which was the only strong place of arms remaining in possession of the
French in India

The Madras Armyt ook the field, under Sir Hector Munro, to lay
siege to Pondicherry, on the land side; and the British squadron, under

* The writer of the M b in enor, ews of the war was tecsived fa Calcutts ou July ytb
Chandernagore wai seloed on ke todh, :
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Sir Edward Vincent, sailed from Madras, to attack the settlement by sea.
The French squadron under Monsieur Tronjolly, of superior force to the
English, was attacked on the 1oth August; and though the fleets were
engaged upwards of an hour with great fury, the only advantage gained on
the part of the English was, that the French ships sheered off, and the
English, being disabled in their rigging, could not overtake them.

- Sir Edwand Vemnon, having refitted his squadron, sailed inte Pondi-
cherry Roads on the evening of the 21st, which the French flest did not
oppose, and under favor of the night escaped. The public notification of the
war did not reach Bengal, however, until 29th November following, when
Colonel Pearse writes to his uncle, Admiral Mann, as follows -—

" Fort William, s0thk November, 1778,

“ The war which we heard of yesterday, | mean the declaration; (for we

have taken Pandicherry and Chandemnagore and are gone against Mahé,)

will, T presume, so much employ you, that T hope you will excuse my sending

home] a power of attorney, making my friend Lionel Darrel my joint

attorney with you, as the war which is to rage for these io years, perhaps,
or until Carthage is destroyed, will no doubt give you full employment.”

To Lioxet DarseLr, Esg,

* Pondicherry fell in October last, sfter & sicge that made us all despair,
We fitted cut a fleet, if our ships may be called so; two of 4o guns each went
to assist at Pondicherry, under Joe Price, the other two fell down = day or
two ago under Richardson. Our Army was augmented, and my corps came
in for Its share ; two companies were added, and three battalions of Native
Artillery, called Golondauze ; they are in fact the same we had, being
raised (from the pick of Lascars, but with European officers to command
them.

“Three regiments of Cavalry were raised, Goddard Is the Lientenant-
Celonel Commandant of the Cavalry Brigade, Leslie was on an expedition
with Goddard, Leslie died—Goddard commands it—Stibbert commands
In chief—Ironside is coming into command here—Morgan commands at
Berhampore—Hampton (now a Lieutenant-Colonel) commands at Cawnpore
and Upton at Chunar ; these are all my seniors now,

“QOur fleet had a fight with a very unequal French fleet off Pondicherry 3
and though we were deemed the victorious \party, we could not boast nfw
decisive advantage at sea, till one of their fleet was taken, and the rest, in
consequence, went off. By the time this happened, Pondicherry was then
invested or nearly so. The balteries were opened on the 17th September
with 28 cannon and 27 mortars; and the place surrendered on the roth
October after a most gallant defence and very tedious slege,
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" The capitulation will disgrace our annals for ever. Bellcombe called
us danditti—said we attucked before war was declared—and at last made us
coifess we were what he called ue, by stipulating that the place should not
be destroyed till we knew there was war—glossed it over by saying ‘4l
we receive advices from Europe’ An army is gone against Mah* the only
place the French have left.”

In November 1778, Colonel Péarse received intelligence of his father's
death at an advanced age.  The ease of his latter days had been secured by
constant annua! remittances from his son, not only for his own support,
but for a danghter’s, the sister of Colonel Pearse, for whose maintenanecs he
continued to send home a handsome income.

The Council of Bangal and Madras ware at this time struggling with
intemal dissensions, giving rise to all the violence of party spirit amongst the
European population of the two Presidencies Violent as these were, and
destructive of the peace of the community, anotber source of animosity
now appeared, originating from the proceedings of the Supreme Court of
Judicature and its attempts to extend its Jurisdiction. This Court had besn
constituted by Act of Parliament in 1773 The Judges were appointed by
the King, from which the power of Court emanated. The Court was framed
of a Chief Justice and three Puisne Judges. It was a Courl of Common
Law, a Court of Equity, a Court of Oyer and Terminer, and Gaol delivery ;
sn Ecclesiastical Court, and a Court of Adiniralty, The principal object of
Parliament in constituting this Court was, to secure the pure administration
of the English Law to the subjects of the British Government in India, and
by appointing Judges on fixed and liberal salaries to prevent the abuses of
Judicature, by securing the emoluments of the Judges from increase or
diminution by the payment of fees. The Parlisment enacted that a sufficient
aslary should be fixed for the Judges, and that no additional emaluments,
in the shape of fees by suitors, or in any other form, shonld accrue from their
Judicial functions. The principle was honorable to the Parliament of Britain ;
but when the King's Cowrt proceeded to act in India with unlimited powers,
the nuthority of the Supreme Council of the East India Company was
paralyzed. The clashing of the two authorities bhad been forcseen by many,
but the Patliament had neglected to provide against it, by prescribing
bounds for either, The Soupreme Court began to exert its unlimited sway in
1774, and held out to the native population, thit they had a1l the rights of fres
Englishmen, and that, in point of law, there was no inferiority ; that their
powes was above that of the Courts of the East India Company, and that the
nalives were at liberty to throw themselves for redress from the sentences of

* Mabd [ properly Mahé} surrendered on (ke toth of Mareh 1779



472 BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT.

these Courts, upon the Supeeme Couit, where they wotlld cbtain redress and
protection,

It may well be supposed that this language to the Asiatics, whose fore-
fathers for génerations had besn sccustemed to despotic government, was
not very applicable to them, nor could the natives readily apply it to wee,
as they could not camprehend the dowus which the Parliament of England
had given them. Ridiculous as well as distressing and vexatious mis-
applications of the blessing on their part daily occurred, in which it was
discovered too late, that the authority of the Supreme Coupcil was set at
nought. Mareover, the principles of the English law were in many instances
at direct variance with their religious and morul laws; and the navives,
both Hindoos and Mussulmen, sson began 10 look upog the operations of
the Court with horror and consternation. The evils (says Mr. Mills)
mot of apprehension merely, but of actual suffering, to which it exposed
them, were deplorable, They were dragged from their families and
affairs, with the frequent certainty of leaving them to disorder and ruin,
any distance, even as great as 500 miles; to give bail at Caleutta; a
thing which, if they were strangers and the sum more than triffing, it
was next to impassible they should have in their power, or be consigned
to prison for all the many mouths which the delays of English Judicature
might interpose between this calamitous stage and the final termination
of the sult, Upon the affidavit, into the trath of which no inquiry whatever
was made—upon the unguestioned afficiant of any person whatever 4 person
of credibility or directly the reverse, no difference, if the individuals prose-
cuted were within the jurisdiction of the Court, the natives were seized.
carried to Calcutts, and consigned to prison, where, even if it way sfterwards
determined that they were not within the jurisdiction of the Court; and, of
course, that they had been unjustly prosecated, they were liable to lis for
several manths | from whence they were dismissed totally withoot compen-
sation. lnstances occurred in which the defendants were brought from a
distance to the Presidency, and when they dedlsred their intention. of
pleading, that is, objecting to the jurtsdiction of the Cowrt, the Immﬂnn
wras dropped  in which case the prosecution was again renewed, i defendant
again brought down o Calcutty, and again, upon his offering to plead, the
prosecution was dropped.  The very act of being selzed was: in India, a
circumstance of the deepest disgrace, and so degraded 2 man of any rank,
that, under the Mahommedan Government, it was never attempted, except
in case of the greatest delingquency

1t was soon fonnd that the payment of the revenues was evaded by the
natives ; and the public servants of the Company, in endeavouring by the
customury modes 16 obtsin payment of them, subjected themselves: to the
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operations of the Supreme Court, and were apprehended for trial and broaght
to Caleutta | and this threat was Ueld out de feerorcom over dll the Company's
servaiits. The Judges at the time were, Chief Justice Sir Elifah Impey,
Mr. Justice Hyde and Mr. Justice LeMaistre®

The King's Judges at last procesded so far as to require the Secretary
to the Council to attend as evidence in the Sopteme Court; and vot only
himself, but the members of the Council were threatened with action for not
producing papers containing the most s=cret transactions of Government.

The natives of the Province of Bahar drew up a petition to the Governor
and Caupcil, praying for protection againal the process uf the Supreme Court,
of i that could not be granted, for Jeave to relinguish their arms, that they
might retire to another country.

Paltry Attornies, promulgating the guthority of the Supreme Court, spread
themselves over the country, encoursging the native spirit of litigation,
and, acting under the sanction of the King's Judges, procesded in several
instances 10 execute processes agalpst sl ranks at the suits of people
of the lowest dascription ; and one Altomay at Patis procesded by force to
the house of the Dhousdar af Dacea, ugainst whom s process of arrest had
been instituted by him, and breaking down the gate of bis house, entered by
force ; and, in the affray which took place, the father of the Phousdar
was wounded by a sword, and the Phousdar himself dangerously wounded
by a pistol shot from the Attorney. This violent procesding was justified
by the Supreme Court: and innumerable instances of violence supported
by law took place.

Mr. Ronst was at this time Advocate-General of the East India Company,
a man of superior character and wisdom, and fortumately, i this cnsis
of affairs, was at hamd to affbed his advice to the Supreme Council. At
length the Governor-Geneml and Council eame to the resolution of Issuing a
notification, by the advice af My, Rons, to all Zemindars, Chaudharees, and
Talukdars in the three Provinces, that, except In the two cases of being
Hritish servants, or bound by their own agreement, they were not to consider
themselves as subject to the Supreme Court, ur to cbey its process; and
the provincinl Chiefs were forbidden to land & military fores to aid the Court
in carrying lts' mandates into effect: The Judges wpon this appeared to
tose all tempeér; they imprisoned aid confined, My, Naylor, Attarney of
the Company, and commenced # criminal prosecution against him, The
Governor-General and Council were inthvidoally served with a summons
from the Supreme Court, which, by the advice of My, Rons, and through
him, they delivered their declaention that they would not submit to,

" Tha writei ipncecs M Jestice Tobers Chanibery,
b The sieme was Rotes,
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of Parliament was hot passed to protect the Dritish subjects, but to protect
the natives against the British subjects ; that Magna Charts did not extend to
India, and those who were so fond of It-must enjoy it in England.

"1 hardly sesd to toll that the consequence was general dismay ;
the words passed like fire throngh the settlement, and every ereature found
he waa attacked and etripped of his birthright-privileges; all now unived
as against 4 dragon who would devour them. Some who had time and
abilities for the task, returned and drew up a petition to the Court,
claiming the right to juries; but knowing the prabable answer, from the
declaration before mentionad, thiey prepared aho 4 petition to Parliament
praying for the right, and for the redress of many other grievances which
this Court had introdueed. [ give you my word of honor | was not one who
helped todraw it up, but | own 1 wish I had been.  After they were drawn
up, 1 was tald of it-by a friend, and that & meeting would be held at the
playhouse to read the petitions and to sign them. 1 went, heard the petitions,
and most cheerfilly signed both

“ Afterwards the subscribers chose a committes to keep the petitions,
and to-get them signed, and to forward the business; the number chosen
was twelve ; and it pleased the gentlemen assembled to maks me one of
the members.

*When the petition to the Court was ready we carried it up, and on the
day fixed on, the committee went for their answer. Judge of our astonish-
ment, when, to the tefusal we expocted, we found insult and contempt add.ed,

and heard, in illiberal language, a false charge brought against us,
was said, that before the petition to Parliament was shewn to auh@cﬂhers,-
promises had been exacted to subscribe 1t had been resolved that the
petition to Parliament should be kept by the committes, and signed belore
them, that no copies of it might be taken. The corps 1 commanded was at
Dum-Dum, eight miles from town ; and as my officers wished to see it but
coutd met go to town, | crried it o them ; and one field moming after
brealfust (for you are to undersiand all the officers were sccustomed to
breakfast at my tents alter every feld day), | rend itto them, When | had
go dane, | twold them, if they conceived it to be a matter which concerned
them as British subjects, they, of course, would sign it ; if they did not, they
were requested pot to mention the contents, :

“1 was on my guard wot 1o say anything that conld act to determine
them to sign, a8 in compliance with my wish or will, well knowing whom |
had to deal with, My whole corps signed, and | carried it back to town at
night. When, therefore; the Judges charged us with exacting promises to
sign, as | knew it was an absolite falsehood with respect 1o myself, | replied,
that T conld answer for myselt that | had not done it, and for the officers of
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the corps | commanded, & long list of whoss names was annexed to the
petition, that they had not made any promise, that when [ read the petition
to them, I told them what [ before meutioned.

*Thus yoi heve had & full and true aceount nf what Ldid ; but it sesms
the Chief Justice, whose pricde is only 1o be equalled with his heat of temper,
is 5o much offended with me that be s to write home to have me dizmissed
from the service. | dare suppose be will attempt it, and therefore fumish
you with this narrative, which, 53 to the (act, T will swear to, though not to
all the words spoken by others,

*1 have told you that the alarm spread in an instant  There was after-
wards another of s different kind, [rom which a pressge may be formed of
the futare, The Mahommedans carry the represtutations of the tombs of
two saints; named Flassan and Hosein, in. procession in the maonth of
Mohurrum ! this year Lhat month fell in our January, On the twe last days
the processions march ; and on the last of all, about noon, they carty the
supposed saints, and bury them. This, which iz the most solemn act of the
Shii Mahommedan religion, is attended with wailings, and cries of YVa
Hosein! Ya Hassan! snd accompanied with drms, trumpets. and
other instruments ; and at this time it is almost sactilege to como near
them,

*A procession of this kind (it was the last and the most magnifi-
cieat), stopped in frant of the Coiist howuse. Th-: nolse disturbed the
Judges, and they sent the Deputy Sheriff with his white wand to drive
them away. As he was not able to accomplish It he improdently struck one
of them with his wand | instuntly the enraged multitude assailed the Court
house.  Bricks, and whatever came to hand they threw at it, but happily for
us, they did not kill anybody i & Military force was sent fir, and the
procession dispersed,

“This showed the protectors of the poor oppressed natives, that they
held their protectors in the gtmast detestation | but showed the rest of the
Europeans, thut the respect the natives used to hold them in, was gone,
And as we know that the Mahommedians believe that those who die Gghting
for their religion do istantly gu to paradise, thut they are bound by the com-
mands of God to keep the Mohurrum and the Shii, to celebrate the death of
these =aints: 3o we know Umt edthusiasm will make them delermine to
maintain the sght of Beitish subjects (an fded given them by our Court),
to celebrate their religion in the manner of heir forefathers. And as they
have been taught that those who mre strack may strike again, and after all
prosecute those who striuck them first, 30 we may conclude that this will be
the foundation of future disturbances, which, beginning with Ya Hosein ! may
end in the thunder of cannon or the groans of murdered Europesns.
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“To conclude, this first instance of spirit of resistance and contempt of
Europeans, showed the inhabitants what they may expect hereafier, when
the spirit of equality shall be more diffused. We do sericusly and sincerely
believe there will be much bloodshed, in consequence of the interruption te
religious ceremanies, whenever that shall happen ; and we know that the
Portuguese lost India for only attempting to pull down an idol.  And I know
that a common fakesr of reputed sanctity might very easily instigite the
Mazhommedans te rise to 2 war enthusiasm ; is niot yet quite dead—that isa
serpent that will never die”

“I have related facts; [ bave not exaggerated, | have not spoken of
any points but those wkich mark plain facts; but | do declare that this
tumult could not have happened if this Court had never been Instituted ; and
‘it is my opinion that either this Court must withdraw, or that these provinces
must be lost; for the Europeany will either be massacred, or driven out in a
very few years, if the Court continues here,

“ Assist to save the setilement and
“Your friends and kinsman,

T D. By
In ancther letter to General Pattison, Colonel Pearse writes :—

“ What has become of America, is not certain ; but from all accounts we
have, we conclude; it is severed [rom the British Empire, and we lament it
seriously ; many of us wished to have ended our days there, had it retained
the same form of Government.

* The Supreme Court was established in 774 ; and we are all now Ina
state here which is most disagreeable  The prospect of relief keeps us alive.
A petition has been sent to Parliament xigned by 3350 inhabitants of this
settlement, and more will yet sign, though thére are not above 8oo Euro peans
In the place exclusive of private soldiers, seamen, and tawyers®

Early in 1779, another large detachment of Artillery was ordered to
march under Major Camac, with two Battalions, to join the Army under
Lieatermnt:Colonel Goddard ; and Colonel Pearse mentions the train with
that Army as the largest, and on the most impertant service, that ever

marched in India. The detachment, however, did not mareh until June, as
the following General Order vouches :—

GESERAL ORDER DY THE COMMANDER-IN.CHIER,

"The Geoeral Order, duted the rgth May, epecifying that Major Camac, and the
detachment under his command, is to proceed 10 Berhampore, and the presidency i»
revoked. Major Camic is ordered with the whole detachment to march 1o Dinapore, there
te remain until further orders,

"The yunx, stores, &, belongiag 1o the detachment are to remain in the magneine al
Pan. Oo the amival of the deiachment st Dinapore, the 35th Banalion of sepuys
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commisided by Captale Mases Crawiond 15 ordared to mureh from thenee and tike post ki
Paggah for the protection of that districL”

It March 1779, Lieutenant-General Siy E. Coote, K.B, arrived from
England with the commission of Commander-in-Chief. From representations,
grounded on error, blind infatuation, and party views, alarm bhad been taken
by the Court of Directors and by the Government, that it was dangerous to
teach the natives the use of Artillery. The corps of Golundaaze, which
had 8o faithfully served the Government, was ordered to be disbanded, the
men having the option of enlisting as Sepoys or Lascars, To entertain as
Sepoys, the Golundauze were very unwilling ; and as Lascars, they considered
themselves degraded ; not only from the duties the Iatter had to perform,
but also. from being placed upon inferior pay. The consequence was, that
many Golundauze deserted; others refused to entertain in any corps, and
requested to go to their homes; and these men, in many subsequent actions
with the enemy, were found filling their ranks and serving the enemy's
artillery with undaunted bravery, steadiness, and effect.

Soon after General Sir Eyro Coote's arrival, it was rumoured aboat
Calcuita that Sir Eyre Coote had brovght authority to disband the Golundauze ;
and as this was a favorite corps of Colonel Pearse’s and deservedly o,
because he had oot only formed it, but brought it into & fine state of discip-
line, it may be supposed that he readily took the alarm, and endeavoured to
prevent it being reduced.

Colonel Pearse had unfortunately many enemies in high rank in
Caleutts, Mr. Francis's and General Clavering’s faction and Mr. Hastings'
adherents kept up all those teelings of rancour which had been so long
disturbing the peace of the settlement.  One of the chief opposers of Colonel
Pearse was Colontl Watson, commanding the Engineers; and as he had
vowed the overthrow of the Golundauze, and had considerable influence,
he urged Sir Eyre Coote to proceed in this unfortunate measure. Colomel
Pearse, however, determined that this injustice to these faithful servants shoald
not take place, il he could prevent it: he therefore exerted himsell as
became him. in the stituation which he held, Thos readers who may
recollect the Golundauze at Cawnpore, under the late Major Hay, may
well conceive how deeply it must have wounded Colonel FPearse to see a
similar corps sacrificed to jealousy and pasty views; and there is every
reason to suppose that Colonel Pearse’s Golundauze were equal to Major
Hay's, which Is saying everything, for there never was a corpe better

* The distorbance wes cloarly preconceriod.  Messengers wera sent throngh the town. to preeipim
an alleged order from the Femder of Chitpar to the effect fhat oo palangeits should be sliowed In the
ptxeets duting Mobareom. Eeropears, abeshuisly ignoeant of thin of conrse, went out in their palanquina
and were mohbed.—Enrron, 8.8 & A
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disciplined. The true secret of the hue and cry agalust the Golundauze and

the cause of their first downfall, it is now believed, is pretty fairly stated In

the following letter from Colonel Pearse to General Sir Eyre Cooler The

letter niso affords a proof of the superior discernment of this distinguished

officer, in the remarks about the effect of Artillery in Brigades instead of
pairs of guns, the supericr effect of the fire of which bas been so decidedly

proved of late in Europe; and this distribution of Artillery has at length

been established in India by cur present illustrioss Commander-in-Chie

To LiEUTENANT-GENERAL Sin EVRE Coore, K B, CoNMANDERIN-CHIEY.
" S1R,

“It seems impossible to furish European Artillery enough for: the
services of this establishment, becauss we are liable to be attacked at the
two extremities, and they are at such a distance as to render it impossible
to afford speedy assistance.  For this reason it appears the more necessary
to establish Native Artillery, | am entircly of opinfon that it would be
better not to teach the Natives the art of Artillery, and so it would to- have
kept them ignorant of the whole art of war ; but the impossibility of doing
either is evident, since the desertion of a few Artillery soldiers, if skilfol in
their profession, would have been sufficient to render all precaution useless;
and the fact is that Sujah-ul-Dowlah had Golundauzs who could fire salutes
with one gun, and they did it : how far they were masters of the other part
of the art, | cannot say, That the patives are capable of learing the whole,
| mysell do not doubt ; | know they may be taught anything if the person
who undertakes to instruct will only take pains to explaln his own meaning
thoroughly and with temper; and | think it would therefore be much to the
detriment of our service not to male use of the men we have.

" Altheugh  the name Golundauxe is new, there have besn native
Artillery in the service these ten years ; for every battalion since 1770 had
two guas attached to it, for which they set apart: 30 sepoys, who were taught
the exercises. Therefore whatever mischiel may be apprebended from baving
Native Artillery, we were then liable to, though we could not then derive
all the advantages we now may. By collecting and glving them officers,
the discipline becomes uniform ; and when guns are detached for servics,
officers can bo afforded. It was to very little purpose that two guns were
fixed to battalions ; they served to ornament the flank on feld days ; but |
belleve very little real service was to be expected from them. They had not
any Artillery officers, and yet guns in the field require the most skill to
manage them; but unless the officers are regularly trained to i, there are
many points that will not be acquired. To point & gun is so easy, that any
man may learn it in a minute; but to manage the gun 5o a5 to prodiice the best
effect, several things must be attended to; the nature of the ground, the
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distances, and the charges. To perform this, two Artillery soldiers were
detached; very few of them understood these things: in fact, they are nmot
taught it to the dégres necessary for them ta be left to themselves ; this fs the
duty of the officers and non-commissioned officers, though some privates do
know it also from practice and observation. By belng thefr own masterss,
though they went out good men, they returned drunken vagabonds; and this
I can affirm to be 2 fact, and so very lew were the exceptions, that | may say
it was general.  With the two Europedans somé Lascars werd sent | they,
though they were of the Artillery, were tilly employed to drag the gun ; they
were unarmed and undisciplined ; but they served for many menial offices
which made them desirable to the Captains of the battalions. Evéry battalion
which had these guny, though nomisally seven hundred Infantry, was
only six hundred and seventy lufantry and thirty Artillery; for s
many men they generally set apart for the gunse Now every Battalion
acts with its whole force, and every gun detuched may be of service. The
men will be under their own officers ; thelr discipline will not much suffer ;
and if it does, by retusning to the corps it will be restored, which I think
could not be the case before. But I must beg leave to give an opinion
against Battalion guns; cannon in smull brigades, brought to the points
necessiry, will do infinitely more service than when seattéred along the whole
line. This was found by experience the best mode last war, and In the latter
campaigos was generally practised. Each of these had an officer whose
superior rank gave him superior advantages ; the cannon were better looked
after, and in action produced most efféct ; and I imagine this must ever hold
good in all services
*With respect to the native: Artillery it is to be chserved, that, If by any
means they loss their cannot, being armed and disciplined, they may instantly
becotne Infantry; whereds by being ufarmed us the Artillery Lascars were,
they became a mob as soon as they lost theie cinnol, Thoss Ihave trained,
perform all the datics the Lascars wiérd wont to perform, | mean the Anillery
Lascars : they make the stores aod mansge the paric; it is true thelr duties
are’ the more laborious, and Jt might therefore be worthy of considération,
whether they ought not to have = small addition 1o their pay ; were they only
altowed half & rupee & month more, there would not be any fear of desertion:
we should be sure of belog always complete aud always ready for action.
“These observations | thought it my duty to make to shew thay, since we
cannot have Edropeans enoogh for ull purposes, the ratives may be used 15
advantage.  In regacd to a possibility of desertion, and teaching the Country
Powers | have said we were before as llable to it, or more 30, thad we shall
be'if some small addition to the pay be mads] but granting they desert as the
sepoys do, we Have not much to apprehiend.  Though the Country Power

‘111""‘1‘:‘}
L B o
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have lnfantey formed like ours, they are fnferior in every respect; their
irregularity of pay is the grand foundation of it ; their want of sufficient
instruction, and of the essential knowledge of our discipline will long keep
them so ; and such as their sepoys are to ours, their Artillery will be to our
Artillery, though the men should desert in the same proportion, which I do
not think would happen, For these reasons, | hope the native Artillery will be
found worthy of keeping up ; and the mode of detaching guns, wherever
they are wanted, preferred to attaching them to battalions ; and [ further
hope that the specimen of what may be done in a little time, will be
considered as an argument for continuing what has been begun, and so
happily meet with your approbation.”

On the receipt of the order to disband the Golundauze, Colonel Pearse
again attempted, without success, to prevent this ill-judged measure from
taking effect, by a respectiul representation to the Government, a copy of
which he forwarded with the following letter to General Sir Eyre Coote 1 —

To LiEUT-GENERAL SIR EYRE COOTE, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,
“ Fors William, 23th Nevember, 1779
" SIR,

“ | should have not presumed to renew my address to you on the subject
of the Golundauze corps did not necessity oblige me to it Rumours of
a particular nature which, if they bave any foundation, are better known
toyou than to me, make it fit that | should trouble you,

% Your orders arrived when 1 was at Ghyrettee. Yesterday they were
published, and I was about to carry them into immediate execution, as | am
in all duty bound to do, and shall ever consider it as my greatest honor
to act conformably to your pleasure, by the most punctual obedience: But
when | considered the reports of wars and attscks, which perhaps lave no
foundation, but as 1 cannot know that for certain, it behoved me to act
as if they were real, 1, thercfore, as you were at 50 great a distance that an
answer could not reach me o less than a moath, took & step which will 1
hope weet with your approbution, the vnly one by which | could save my-
self from blame, should the reports liave any ground,

“ I therefure addiessed to the Board & letter of which | have the hooor
to enclose & copy, and at the same time send it to you.

"As my ouly intention was to be authotised Lo postpone the exscution
till 1 could consalt you, | submit what L said to the Board to your considera.
tion, and humbly hope to obtain the honor of an answer, which will estricate
me from my preseat difficulties, '

“ As your order does not mention any native officers | beg to know
Low they are (o be disposed of,  They are men who have served many years,
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therefore | presume it Is your intention to divide them also amongst the
sepoys ; but the total silence concerning them leaves me in doabt whether
they are to be so disposed of or reduced,

“When the order iz carried into execution, may | presume to submit to
you the propriety of doing it by draughts at once; they will in that case
1 believe not hesitate which to choose | at present | know there [s a difficulty
they all know that a Golundause i in the Country's service, the most honour-
able distinction. They know the Arillery have in our own higher pay, and
they consider this as putting the Adtillery on the same footing in our
service.

" The means which | take the liberty 1o point out, will most effectusily
get rid of the present corps, without a probability of diffusing that know-
ledge which we wish to confine, as much as the mature of things permits, to
ourselves ; but disbanding them will, I presume, promote it: for as they
are now all well disciplined, when they shall find themselves destitute, they
will natorally make use of all their knowledge for their own necessities, and
seek for bread where they can getit, on terms more to thelr advantage than
by the choice that is given to them by your orders.

“In the meantime; that | may show my readiness to obey your orders;
| Lave desired the officers to sdvise them to go to the sepoy corps | andon
Monday nexs, which is review day, | shall do the same thing publicly. ['have
desired Captain Clerk to attend ; and from that day he will use his endea-
vours 1o get as many as he can. 1l any difficulty arises, it must proceed
from the causs | have mentioned ; and In a country where every man sticks
so finmly to' caste, which is only name, it is 8 very powerfil one. It was by
that and that only they were brought forwand to what they are; for in all
respects they perform the duties of Lascars, but [ do know that they will not
become Lascars, thit the ignominy of the oume amongst themselves, und the
conssquent shame of descending lrom the highest to the Jowest rauk and the
difference of pay provents it. It was finding that | could not get any but
the men wifit for sepoys, that | recommended thechanging the names, giving
them arms, and Increasing the pay, It will ot then be a matter for wonder
that they will oot again become Lascars,

1 donyt mention thils as any objection o the intended change, far from
it; it is your pleasure that it be made; and | shall endeavour tothe utmost o
get the best | cau to use thain to the most advantage, but | thought it necessary
to explain why the late change was made, Many of the Golundauze will,
I suppose; become sepoys | for they will seo they lave less to do, and the
same. pay ; a8 the name is honourable also, they will have every reason to
change, and i fact will be better ol  locorporating tiem at once will,
therefore, be effectual o every respect, and fUe that reason | presumed to
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recommend it, The orders | may receive from the Board will determine me
tiow to act for the instant, and your further orders will be my guide in future.
Fam, &<, &,
T. D 1.
Ligut.-Colows! Commander of Artiilery."

To THE HOSOUKABLE WARREN HasTiNGS, ESG, GOVERNOR-GENERAL
AND THE SUPREME COUNCIL

" Fort William, 28cth Nevember, £779.
THONOURALLE SIR AND SIRS,

" As the Commander-in-Chief is at a greal distance
and it is impossible for me to be honoured with his commands in less than
a month, I take the liberty of addressing you on the presant occasion.

" The Commander-in<Chiel has been pleased to send the order of which
the enclosed is a copy, which was yesterday issued and must be carried into
execution immediately, unless you should be pleased to authorise the suspend-
ing it, until the Commander-in-Chiel can be coasulted on the occasion,

" The Artillery now consist of 370 in all, of whom only 150 are at the
Presidency, Two ships have arrived and not brought & single recruil ; conse-
quently the possibility of completing the Artillery is not to be expected, and
cannot happen till next year, 1f we consider that his Majesty’s armies ane
pow recruited by pressing, it is not to be even hoped that we shall gain
many next season. Were any sudden attacks to bemade on us, I can assure
you the Europeans we have are very much too few for the duties of the
defence of this place : yet, would it be necessary to send out detachments,
and, consequently, to reduce the present number !

* That most of the Golundauze are now good Artillery soldiers, | affirm
from my own certain knowledge ; and as the name is in Hindoostan the
highest amongst the soldiers, none of them | believe would enter as Lascars,
even |i the pay were equal ; but the difference is so considerably ngainst the
Lascars, that that alone would be sulficient to detesinine the Golundause to.
quit us, Therefore, though the last new regulations have allowed us Lascars,
the men we kave enlisted will go away, and those weare to eotertain will be raw
apdi guorant and must be instructed | consequently, for a time we shull be
almost destitute of Artillery.

"1 submit it therefore to your consideration, whether it may pot be
proper to keep whatever we have, till yoa can consult the Commander-in.
Chiefl oo the subject. My duty to mysell makes this address necessary, lest
if any ill consequence should follow the Immediate excoution of this order,
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it shoulil be supposed | hud neglected my duty to the service by being silent
on the occasion.

" 1 therefore beg to be honored with vour cummands.

1 am, &c, &,
‘T DR
Lzenr - Col, Covmnandant of Artillery.”
Colonel Pearse’s endeavours. however, were looked upon by Sir Eyre
Coote as arising from a spirit of Insubordination, which never had a place
in Colonel Pearse’s breast; and the following letter from Sir Eyre Coote
at once silenced all remonstrances —

To LizuT.CoL. PEARSE, COMMANDANT OF ARTILLERY.
Chunar, Decowmber 5th, 1775,
" SIK,

I am not more surprised than hurt to find you endeavouring to sap
10 its foundation that subordination and pbedience which svery officer ought
to feel as so essentially necessary to his profession. I can say no less of your
letter to me of the 24th ultimo, enclosing a copy of one addressed by you to
the Board,

“The orders issued by me, relative to the reduction of the Golundsuze
corps, were clear and explicit, and required from you an exact and immediate
compliance, instead of delsy and remonstrance ; and they were suthorised
by that very Board which you have applied to, to lay them aside.

" ¥our urging any plea as an excuse for hesitating to obey them, is both
unmilitary and unprecedented. You are not called upon for your epinion, nior
are you answerable for any consequence ; obedience was the only thing
required, and 1 now demand it from yon in the strictest sense of the:
word.

“1am, &, &e,
"(54) EYRE COOTE"

The clrcumstances of Colanel Pearse sending an address to the Board,
on the subject of an order sent by the Commander-in-Chief, requires some
explanation here in justice to Colongl Pearse’s character.

Dyring the command of General Stibbert, several important military
trarsactions pccdrred | and General Stibbert being occasionally in the field
and at some distance from the Presidency, Colonel Pearse found it
to cbtain permission from him, as Commander.in.Chief, to address the Board
or Government direct, on wrgent occasions, which required immediate atten.
tion, Acting Tu the spirit of this permission, and considering the measure
of disbanding the Golundauze as fraught with danger, Colonel Pearse
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conceived he was acting in the line of his duty by making & most respectful
representation of the circumstances to the Governor.

The following explanalory letter from Colonel Paurse was written in
reply to the Commander-in-Chief ;—

To LiztuT,-GENERAL Stz EVRE COOTE, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,

' SIR,

“1 was yesterday honored with your létter dated Chunar, 5th December,
by which 1 but too plainly perccive that | have offended you, and that
my offence is deemed of so heinous a nature as to be unmilitary and unprece-
dented ; and that you entertain an opinion of me, that | endesvour to sap to
its foundation that subordination and obedience which avery officer ought
to feel as so essentially necessary to his profession.

" This letter has filled me with most aneasy dpprehensions : for conscious
a3 | am that in what 1 did 1 meant to act for the best, and not having bhad
the faintest idea of the possibility of my offending the Commander-in-Chief,
whose approbation I above all things wished to obtaln, which 1 can safely
say the high sense I have of his authority ever made me most desirous to
shew, 1 cannot but be deeply affected at finding that 1 have fallen under
his displeasure,

“With respect to the step which 1 thought it necessary to take, give
me leave to assure yon, that I should have judged it highly improper in any
case but that of necessity ; and that I had at least the appearance of necessity
I'hope yon will be pleased to admit, after you shall have read the following
statement.

“Reports prevailed in the settlement that & body of Mahrattas were
about to invade the Provinces, and were then on the borders of Birdwan
these were so confidently spoken of that [ actually and most firmly
believed them. Whether it was true of false, was a question 1 could not
presume to ask [rom those who alone possessed the information. 1 knew
however, that the services of the corps | command, would be much wanted,
and indispensably necessary ; and that the whole of the Europeans, sick and
well, was 150, which, as | represented, would be insufficient without assistance ;
the pssistance which we had at hand, the executing of your orders would
have deprived us of. And I apprehended that time would be wanted to
raise the Lascars, and that, if the Mﬂhmmahnuldrullybnming
forward, it would be very difficult to raise them at all: the case became
50 very intricate that I knew not how to act. 1 thought ft not improbable
but that you might be unmcquainted with it; for the news might have
come by a different route ; that you could not have known of the arrival
of the two ships without bringing us a man, when your orders were dated,
was, | thought, certain; so that | concluded it would Have met with your
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approbation that | should take messores to delay the sxecution of your
orders till those circumstances could be made known to you, But, Sir, an
officer in this service has not been trusted with that kind of discre-
ticnary power which in some cases becomes necessary | and therefore 1 did
not dare delay the execution of your orders by my own authsrity, 1 could
not receive my orders from yourself; for | only wanted time to obtain
them. The fact of the ships T knew ; bur, as | hefore said, I could not
presume to-ask concerning the reports | therefors it appears to me that it
was my duty to you and to the service, to state facts concerning the state of
‘my eorps to the Cotneil, who, being informed of them, could at once deter-
mine whether the orders might with safety be irstantly carried into execution,
or whether it would be more proper to defer it until you could be consulted.
This, Sir, was the reasoning which pasesd in my mind on the subject, and in
consequence | wrote that letter which now unhappily has drawn down your
displeasure upont me. [ was apprehensive of it at the time, and to prevent
it, if possible, I sent a copy to yoursell with a letter on the subject; and 1
‘Aattered mysell that by so doing [ should remove all canse of complaint
against me on the article of want of respect or obedience © nay, | ever hoped
for your approbation of my conduct, and am persuaded that if the reports had
turned out true, you would have commended me. Happily for the Company,
they proved erroneous : but alas! | find myself in & very bad predicament,
and have offended that Officer whose favourable opinion | most coveted, and
emulously strove to obtain, With respect 1o my letter o the subject to
yourself 1 hope no unguarded expression has crept in to give offence, Ifsny
such there be, permit me to assure you that 1 did not intend to write a word
in my letter, which should carry 4 meaning contrary to that profound respect
which is due to yoursell and the high office you hold in this Army; and 1
pray you, that, if a harsh or fmproper expression i to be met with, you will
favor me so far as to explain its meaning by this assurunce,

* Since, Sir, | bave most unhappily fallen under your displeasure by the
atep I took, let me beg you will be pleased to consider It as founded on error
in judgment and not in want of obedience ; permit me to assure you that in
the course of 22 years' service | have ever studied not only thoroughly in
what subordination and cbedience cousist, but how best to practise them, A

case of a most intricate nature baving occurred, [, to my shame and confusion,
find 1 have acted in a manner which my present Commander-in-Chief desms
unmilitary in the highest degres. To him I now address. myself to intreat
him to overlook the error in my conduct, and to entertain a more favoarable
opinion of me than that which is expressed In the letter | was honored
with,

w] am, &c" &F\-"-
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In the meantime the Foal resolutions of Government sppeared in the
following Minute of Council which was issued =— . !
ExTaa(Ts or Mivures ny CovNar
23rd Noveanbar, IFT9.
“Ordered thal the Native officers of the Golundanss Corps at the presidency be pall
up to the end of this month, and Iimmediately discharged from the service ; that the Com:

mander of the Artillary be directed 1o repeat (he offers alveady given to the men, and those
who still dectine 0 nccepi of them be immedintely dabamded "

To GENERAL DESAGULIERS.

&tk May. 1770,
“ Dear GENEHAL,

“You must have beard a good deal at home aboit our squabbles in the
East.  For these last four years we have been tarn by parties, tnore viclently
than any part of His Majesty’s subjecte  The clashing of our interests,
the difference of our views. and the rancour of our chiefs had set ns so
much against each other that 1 thought it Impossible we conld ever be
brought to tmanimity ; however, our Court his effected ft. We are not
above a thousand in Bengal; yet you will see near 600 names signed
to & petition to Parliament for redress of grievances, The distance of our
various settlements in Bengal bas prevented many names being added ; the
Supreme Council, ‘and the dependants on the Court, and some few; who
find their fnterest in it, are the only. persons who have npt signed, or will not
do it

* The peaple hete who had been for ages ruled by despotism, were all at
otice told that they were free, and that they could bring an action in & Court
of Law against any European from whom they thonght they had received
even & supposed grievance  An individual whe was brought before the
Bench on the complaint of & native, demanded a jury, The bench refused
to plead his case'; be was forced to plead for himsell. The Judges declared
that we liad 10 right to juries here ; the whole settlement took the alarm, and
in an instant re-pnited and drew np & petition tothe ]udges. presenting it with
every mark of respect that could be desired.

“The petition was alss drawn up for Parllament, setting forth in a
plain manner the grievances ; the principal of which was, that trial by jury
was not sllowed, and that individusls were daily subjected to suits brought
against them for actions committed many years before, which were not
contrary to the native, but to the British ov pus? facfe laws Natives are
made equally subject to the Bench | and from what | can learn from discouts-
ing with individuals amongst them, they look upon the circumstances with
dread, and only submit to them for fear of sur power."
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PART IL

We. have proceeded with the memoir of this distinguished officer 5o far
asthe year 17700 Our readers will, however, we trust, excuse our retrograding
for u few pages to 1778,

It is pretty generally known that the late Sir John Horsford, KCB,,
Commandant of the Bengal Artillery. thovgh of a good faumily and
superior edvcation, evaded entering into the profession in which his family
were desirous of engaging him (which we believe was the Church) by enlist-
ing in the Honorable Company's Service.  Hecame to Bengal as a private
in the Artillery, having assumed the hame of Rover | and in 1778 be was.
a sergeant; in Captain, Thelwall's, or the st Company of Astillery. In
consequence, However, of the inguiries ol his deserted family, Horsford was
identified and promoted to & Cadetship in the corps.  The following public
letter appears amongst Colonel Pearse’s papers - —

To CAPTAIN THELWALL

Fart William, yeh Mareh, 1779.
51N,

I am ditected by Lisutenant-Colome) Pearse to acqualnt yoo, that Sergeant Rover o)
your Company, it in this day's erders wppointed s Cadet of Actillery ender the name of
Johs Horsford ; be desires that he miy proceed to the Presidency Immediately in order
1o foin his corgs :

i am Siry
YWaur most obedient and humble servani;
&R, DEARE
l ddity, Corps of Arizllary.

The following letters are interestingly indicative of the acute and

observing mind of Colongl Pearss -—

To ApMIRAL Manx.

_ Fovt Witliam, grd April, 1778,
My DEsk Frisnn, - 4 =

I have seen it 107 mn the shade in Calonita, whers we never have bot winds, and | hays
been tald it o 132" i the tents, and even more somsumes where the hot winds are vialent ;
bat as the wind is always scorching, W of course 1 dry and doth not opprese. 1 have been
ready 10 die m 83" in & moist air, amb never am m better hedlth or gpirits than o th
hottest dry weather w which season my ceturns shew mwe my men are alwiys mow
bealthy. 1 now have nol one o 20 sick | from August o latter #od of DY ecember they
sicken, from that time il the raims begin, they yrow more and more healihy | bup If they
drink hard, they dis In a few hours ol viclent putrld fevers. | incloss a dipliznta of my
last lewter, becauwse it isof imporani business ; 1 hope you will m&umwiﬂt':ﬂ%h
the Portfand. Wiy you enjov happiness | and now adips for this sessan.

1 am, My desr Friend,
Your aflectionate kinsman,
T. 0. PeAusx,

[ A letter o7 & techndcul whiiirs 74 pwsidted here.| -



400 BENGAL ; PAST & PRESENT.

To GENESAL PATTISON.

" We lately made an attempt to establish Ragoba, the ejectad pashwa of
Poana, in the Government of the Mahratta dominions, and to this end in
March 1778, a body of forces, under Col. Leslie, marched from Calpee to-
wards Poonah, the distance of about 1,800 miles. Leslié lost several months
in settling some disputes with which he had no business to interfere, in
Bundlecund, & country in his route, and there he died : Lt..Col. Goddard
succeeded to the command of the detachment. Al the difficulties vanished,
the detachmént marched with great dispateh, crossed the Nerbuddah, and
were within a few days’ march of Poonah. The Bombay forces were also to
ateack on their side, to second Goddard, and they were so to manage matters
as to arrive with him: but Goddsrd had the only power asambassador. The
Bombay Council then sent their detachment, a Captain® in three days took
passession of the passes, their army marched the same distance in six weeks:
but the Captain moved unfettered, and the army had a set of people calied Field
Deputies$ As news reached them that Goddard was approaching, the Bombay
people held it to be for their credit to arrive first, and they determined to quit
the passes and descend into the plalns, They had no souner done this than they
were attacked; still they pushed on, and in three days advanced about 12 miles,
their aimy in the highest spirits.  The Field Deputies, bowever, chose to
retreat; the army got under arms, expecting to storm the Mahralta camp
and make their fortune. All were in transports, when in an insant their
ambitious views were defeated by an order o retreat. Away th:)r wenk
The Mahrattas finding the good people were walking the wrong way and
rightly imagining that making & noise in the rear would make them hasten,
therefore antacked it  He who commanded the rear repulsed them, and made
good his retreat to the main body+ The front had marched so fast as toleave
him 2 miles behind, with a gully between ; they stopped, sent back 4 reinforce-
ment, and ull wus well, Thus ended the first fight.  The next day they began
to treat; as they agreed to terms, the Mahrattas rose in demands, so they
fought again and again, and toen they made their treaty, and it was to give

up Ragoba, which was complied wth; to eat their dinner, which the
Mabirateas agreed Lo send them ; to deliver up Salsette, Broach, and any-
thing else the Mshrattas pleased : and to send orders to Goddard to march

back again, and at any rate to forbid his taking Poonah and doing his
business without their assistance, which the Mahrattas were very

serlously
afraid he would do. The Deputies politely told the Mahrattas that they had

* This was Caprain Hortley, sficrwards o Majir-Gesenl
t These Ficld Deputtes were Mr. Usrnsc snd Mt Mostyn, of (he l-.‘mh; Civll Servier, dnd
s Cuolouel Fgerton acting ju s avll copaciiy.
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no power over General Goddard, but that he would do as he pleased, he was
ordered by their soperiors, but they would interest themselves with him and so
they wrote hiim a letter and the Malrattas another. When Goddard found that
voe army was demolished, and bad bargained that the man he was going to
establish was delivered up, and that it would be to no purpose to go to
Poonah, and that he might save Bombay by marching to Surat, he determin.
ed to do %o and he has effected 1. This affair, though really 3 very
serious one, has been so horridly mangled by the menagement of the Bombay
Deputiss (whoss the Mahrattas call the English coolies), that though [ really
wanted to give you an account of it in & mors serious style, 1 really could nat
manage it. Goddard has done wonders; he has made his way good quite
across India | hias besn twice attacked by the whole foree of the Mahrattas,
and made them repent it and has at last reached Sumt. The Bombay
detachment, much largor than Goddard's, within three days of Poonah, were
defeated by the Chiefs at the very instant they thought they were going
to drive all before them : and what happened plainly showed they might
have done it: for il part of their force could in a retreal repulse the
Mahrattas, their whole force attacking would have destroyed them, and
one victory would have made us masters of all the westem side of India ;
and if Goddard had been there without Field Deputies, he woald have done
it. Sir Eyre Coote has arrived, and has reviewed my corps, and has
expressed his delight and satisfaction.”

On the 25th September 1779, the awful intelligence reached Bengal of
the total annihilation of a large detachment of the Madrss Army, under
Colonel Baillie, by Hyder Ali : Sir Hector Munro at the-head of the Madras
Army having (ailed, through imperfect intelligence, to support the detach.
ment. To render this news more appalling, it was meported that Hyder
had followed the retreating army of Sir Hector Munro o the very suburbs
of Madras and the Madras Council, in applying for assistance in money and
troops from Bengal, declared their total want of the former, and that he
weakness of their force rendered them unable even to check the progress
of the barbarous Tnvader: the Madras army amounting to about 6,500, in
which number were included the whole European force of 1,200 men.

According to Mr, Mill [in hiz admirable histery of India) the formidable
army of Hyder was not less than 100,000 strong, of which 20,000 Infantry
were formed into regular battalions under European officers, and 30000
Cavalry which had been disciplined by Freuch officers; that he had 100
pieces of cannon, partly manceaveed by Europeans and natives wiio had been
tralned by the English for the Nabob of the Carnatic; that Mons.  Lally,
who had left the service of the Subalidar of the Deccan for that of Hydes,
was present with his corps of Ewropeans to the amount of 400 men, and that
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i had the principal share in planning the operations of the war. Here was
a striking lesson to every State of the necessity of strict discipline in an
army and the regular payment of the troops composing it.

Hyder's main object was the total extirpation of the English from  the
Camatic, and indeed from India, and had he pushed on with his overwhelm-
ing force and raken Madras, which in all probability must have fallen, the
British interests in the Carnatic would have yielded to the French; the
Mahrattas never would have concluded peace with the English, and that
portion, if not the whole of Indis. would have besy loit to Britain, To
gratify his troops, however (and probably to psy them), Hyder was obliged
to let them ravage and plunder the country round Madras, and they devated
so much time to this barbarous mode of carrving on war, that reinforcements
from Bengal arrived and warded off the expected catastrophe.

Never was there a more alarming crisis in the affairs of British lndia
Fortunately Mr. Iastings, belng supported by Mr, Barwell in Council; had
reccvered the reins of Government, and the vigorous measures which the
Supreme Government pursued, notwithstanding the obstinate opposition of
Mr. Francls, saved India. That Mr, Hastings is entitled to the significant
and honorable appellation of the Saviour of Indly; is now generally allowed ;
and in speaking of Mr. Hastings, the name and services of his constant
supporter and céadjutor in Council, Mr. Barwell, must not be forgotten.

Fifteen lacs of rupees and & formidable body of Infantry and Artillery
were instautly got in readiness W proceed to Madras, Sir Eyre Coote was
directed to proceed by sea with a detachment of Europeans and Colonel
Pearse (whose character was justly valued) was selected o command the
army which was lo proceed by land, The Supreme Government; confiding
in the high character of Sir Eyre Coote, appointed him to carry a decree
suspending the Madras Governor. My, Hastings, in adopting these measures,
looked forward with confidence to the complete restoration of the British

honors and interests in that quarter of India and his expectutions were not
disappointed.

To GENERAL PATTISON.

" 25th March, 1780,

" Before this can reath you, you will have heard of the disaster that has
happened to our troops at Madras, under Sir Hecter Munro. Manro had
a certain victory in his hands, if he only would have moved to seize it ; but
standing still it was too late, haif his army was destroyed and the rest he
marched off with in such hurry and conlusion, that it might be called running
away; and he left his cannon, his tents, his magazines, and all the followers
of his-army, As soon as it was known. our Government ok the most
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vigorous meastres ; within 4 month from the receipt of the news, Sir Eyre
Coote sailed from hence with oo Europeans, vfs., 300 Infantry and 200
Artillery, | offered my seryices to gy, eithey 1o command the detachment,
or the Artillery only, or my own company of voluriteess. At first Sir Eyre
Coote refused tolet me go; but twa days after he told me I should follow with
the command of 6 light Battalions of s#poys and a proportionable train. The
detachment is accordingly forming and counsists of 6 Battalions of sepoys,
ons Company of Artillery, and 16 pieces of ardnance.

“The Mahlrattas are divided ; peace is about to be made with them, so
that, as the Nizam refuses to join against us, and Mezoph Khawn is quiet
and inclined to peace, Hyder Ali's fall may be looked upon as certain, unless
the French should send & force to join him, and we should be neglected ; in
which case they may form an establishment to lay the foundation of future
trouble ; but T they do not join, or we are supported, all Indik must be ours
in 20 years more ; for when Hyder Is destroyed, there will not be a force that
can cope withus, though all the rest should join together.

* T'must just add that in August last, Mr. Hastings and Francis fought
aduel; | was second to Mr, Hastings and Colonel Watson to Francis, 1
consulted your letter on Townsend's for etiquette, and proceeded accordingly,
but Watson proposed 14 paces, and it was lucky for kis principal for Mr,
Hastings hit him, and had he been two paces nearer he would never have
told who hurt him.

" Francis is Lo goaway in these ships, and then we may go on with the
conquest of Indis, which Hastings will assuredly accompiish, if left to-act.

* Mayafire, who is now the fourth Captain In the Corps, 4 just retumed
from Gwalior, a very strong fortress in the Rajaship of Gohud : it was in the
possession of the Mahrattas, and was taken by surprise by Popham under
whom Mayafire served.”

Col, Pearse gives the following account of the doel fought between
Mr. Hastings and Mr. Francis in a letter -—

To LAWKRENCE SULLIVAN, EsgR,

 Forr William, gik October, 2380.

* S1R;—On the present oecasion 1 shall less apologize for troubling you
than | should on any other, because it ssems to me necessary that you should
be informed of the particulars of a transaction that has passed here, and
which will make some noise at home. | mean a dus] between Mr. Hastings
and Mr. Francis, o6 which occasion | was one of the seconds, and therefore
am fully acquainted with the particulars which T shall relate as concisely as
the nature of the subject will allow me.

“Late in the evening of the 15th August, | recelved a note from Mr.
Hastings, desiring:me to be with him next moming at breakfast: in
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consequence of which 1 waited upen him, He introduced the subject of
business by desiring me to give him my word of honor not to mentian it till
he should give me permission, Of course T gave it, and he then informed me
that in consequence of a minute he had given in, Mr, Francis had challenged
hifm on the preceding day : that they had then agreed to meet on Thursdsy
morning abott half-past five near Belvedere, and lic asked me o be his
second.

" The next morning, Thursday the 17th Angust; [ waited on Mr, Hastings
in my chariot to carry him ta the place of appointment. When we arrived
there we found Mr, Francis and Col. Watson walking together, and therefore
soon alter we alighted, 1 looked at my watch and mentioned aloud that it
was half-past five, and Mr. Francis Jooked at his and said it was near six;
this induced me to tell him that my watch was set by my astronomical
clock to solar time.

“The place they were at was very improper for the business ; it was the
road leading to Alipore, at the crossing of it through a double row of trees
that formerly had been a walk of Belvedere garden, on the western side of
the house. Whilst Col. Watson went by desire of Mr, Francis to fetch his
pistols, that Gentleman proposed to go aside from the mad into the walk ;
but Mr, Hastings disapproved of the place because it was full of weeds and
dark : the road itself was nestt mentioned, but was thought by everybody too
publie, as it was near riding time and people might want to pass thar way;

was therefore agreed to walk towards Mr, Barwell's house on an old road
that separated bis ground fram Belvedere, and before we had gone far,
a retired dry spot was chosen as o proper place.

“As soon as this was settled | proceeded to load Mr. Hastings' pistols ;
those of Mr. Francis were already loaded : when | had dellvered one to
Mr. Hastings, and Col. Watson had done the same to Mr, Francis, finding
the gentlemen were bath acquainted: witly the modes usually observed on those
occasions, | ook the liberty to tel] them that if they would fix their distance
it was the business of the seconds to measure it, Lieut-Col Watson
immediately mentioned that Fox and Adam had taken fourteen paces, and
he recommended that distance My, Hastings observed it was a great
distance for pistols; but as no mctual objection was made %o it Watson
measured and | counted. When the Gentlemen had got to their ground.
Mr. Hastings, asked Mr. Francis if he stood before the lina or behind it,
and being told behind the mark, hesaid he would do the same, and
immediately took his standi [ then rold them it was a rule that neitherof
them were to quit their ground until they had discharged their pistols, and
Col. Watson proposed that both should fire together withowt taking any
advantage. Mr. Hastings asked, if be meant they ought to fire by word of
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comimiind, and was tild he only meant they should fire together as nearly
#s could be, These preliminades were all agreed to, and both parties
presented ; but Mr. Franciz raised his hand and again came down to his
present | be did §o 4 second time; when he came to his present, which the
thisd time of doing s, be drew his tigger; bat his powder being damp,
the pistal did not fire Mr. Hastings came down from lis present to give
Mr. Francis time to rectify his priming, and this was done out of a sartridge
with which | supplied him wpon finding they had no spare powder.

“Again the Gentlemon took their stands, both presented together, and
Mr. Francis firetd | Mr. Hautings did the same st the distanee of time equal
‘ta the counting of one, two, three distinetly, but pot greater.  His shot ook
place ; Mr. Francis staggered | and Inattempting to sit down he fell, and said
he was & dead man, - Mr, Hastings bearing this cried out, *Good God ! | hope
ot and immediately  went ‘up to him, as did Col. Watson; but I zan
1o call the servants, and to order a sheet to be brought to bind up the wound |
1 was absent shoot = minutes ; on my return | found Mr, Hastings standing
by Mr. Francis, but Col. Watson was gone to fetch a ecot or palanquin from
Belvedere to carey him 1o town. _

" When the sheet was brought, Mr. Hastings and myself bound it round
his body: and we hadl the satisfaction to find It was not fna vital part, and
My. Francis agresd with me in opinion as 5001 &s it was mentioned, 1 offer.
ed to attend him to town inmy carriage and Mr. Hastings urged him to go
as my carriage was remarkably sdsy. Mr Francis agreed to go, and, there-
fore, when the cot came we proceeded towards the charfot, but were stopped
by a deep broad ditch over which we could not carry the cot ; for this reason
Mr. Francis was conveyed to Belvedere, attended by Col. Watson, and
We went tu town to send assistance to mest him ; but he had been prevailed
on to accepta room at Belvedere and there the surgeons, Dr. Campbell the
principal, apd Dr. Francis the Governor's own surgeon, found him  When
Dr. Francis retumed he informed the Govarnor thar the wound was not
mortal, that the ball had struck just behind the bend of the right ribs and
passed betwean the flesh and bone to the opposite side, from whence it bad
been extracted.

""Whilst Mr, Francis was lyjnyg on the ground, he told Mr. Hastings, in
consequence of something which he said, that bie best knew how it affected
his affairs, and that he had better take care of himself ; to which My, Hastings
answered, that he hoped and belisved the wound was ot martal, but that if
any unfortunate accident should happen, it was his intention immedistely
to surrender himself to the Sheriff

" Conterning the subject of the guarrel not & word passed. Had the
seconds been ignorant of the cause of the duel before they went into the
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field, they must have remained so. No other conversation passed belween
the principals or the sccontls besides what 1 bave reluted, unless the usual
compliments of good morrow at meeting, or Mr, Francis' admiring the
beauty of Me, Hastings' pistols when 1 took them out, deserve to be noticed.
When the pistols were delivered by the seconds, Mr, Francis said he
was quite unacquainted with these matters and had never fired & pistel
in hig lfe, and Mr, Hastings rold him he had no advantage in that respect
as he could niot recallect that he lind eves fired a pistol above once or twice]
that it was that indiced me to 53y what 1 have befare mentioned the mles
1o be oheerved

i Though what | Have written may appear rather prolix; yet 1 had
rather bear the imputation of dwelling tooa long wpon the less important
pasts of the narrative than leave the world room to put ina word that did
not pass. [f, therefore, any reports different from what 1 have related
shonld  circulate and you should think them worth contradiction, I hiope
vou will not seruple to use this letter for that purpose.

' Both parties behaved as became Gentlemen of their high rank and
station, Mr. Hastings seemed to be in & state of soch perfect tranquillity
that a spectiitor woild not have supposed that he was about an action out of
the common course of things ; and Mr Francis’ deportment was such as did
honor to his Armness and resolution,

" As 1 could nat take the liberty of writing so fully on this subject,
without acquainting Mr. Hastings of my intention so to do, he knows of my
letter : but the letter itselfl he has not seen; nor any copy of it.

“ Wishing you every health and prosperity,

"1 remain,
8. ficy &
{ Te be confintled. )



@ Foraotten Cafeutta Wctress :

MADAME MARIA DHERMAINVILLE

"— Hendléss whern thoii'n tiraying, cad shd pale
Like grief-struck maidep who has heard revealed
To nll the world (hag which she wished concealed,
Her (rusting love's—and hapless fniliy's—mule."
Do Seuwed (o the Moo,

call her by ler real name) was a lady who caused no little
elit in her own beiel day, but who fir many a long day
since has been utterly forgotten.  Her life-story would form
A tear-stiined volume, but although a. child of misfortune
she was one of Benuty's davghters; and, coming & she did
from a theatrical family, was by face, figure, stature, and voice well fitted for
the profession she adopted. - Although not sducated up to the height of lofty
tragedy, Maria Taylor became the leading actress at Sydney and the. idel of
Australian playgoers when she was barely twenty, and continuad to be =0 for
slx years in the ‘thirties of the last century, Taylor, ber husband, was
described as a worthless fellow who never worked and indeed did ltale else
than induce iz young wife to take o stimulanis, \he constant wse of which
began to affect her woice  Before long the couple parted andd she threw in
her lot with a Captain Pietre Largetot (or Largeteau)l He commanded a
whaler which without the knowledge of ber owness he sold, using the proceedy
to defray the fare of himsell and the lidy to Calentta, Having assumed the
namwe and style of " Baron " Hend Dhermainville he engaged a house (or flat)
in Park Street. Just about this time the Sans Souci Theatre® hidl been
opened (8th March 1531), and here Madame Dhermainville: relving on her
Australasinn clebiity, hoped to secure a permanent engagement. She was,
however, unsuccessful, awing it was said, by lier frievds, to professional jealousy
on the part of Mrs. Esther Leach, and, by her enemies, to her baving appeared
at a rehearsil not yulite sober.  She next announced o performance of " The
Taming of the Shrew," with hetself as Katherine, to take place at the
Town Hall on 25th March 1841 This had, however, to be postponed swing
to. Dhermalnville's death lrom eholern the wight previons  Tn advertising the

*Fur dp wcamuns of (e ol heatbe bn Pik Sooel (he psler b6 mierred b D antiole meitled
" The S Sonei sl it Btar” wililch uppensd o Soepel - Fad mid Fraens of July 907,
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performance for the 15th April inatead, she pleaded that in appearing so soon
after her affliction she bad been compelled to sacrifice private feelings to the
stern necessity of maintaining herself by her profession,

The following well-awritten and touching address, spoken by Madame
Dhermainville, was sald to have been compased by Mr. G. Nash, one of the
amateur performers who supported her on this pccasion ;—

THE PROLOGUE
“ Friends—Ilor so must | welcome you and claim
The deeds that justify the sicred name—
Bebold a stranger. and recall the time
When each one felt o in this distant clime.
And every heart will justify my ples,
A voige in every bosom piead for me !
Ye, who have kitown but fortune’s tenderness,
Should fes) for those who suffer ne'ertheless,
And one Adversity has stricken low
Is she, whe bumbly pleadeth to you now.
Ot | had | power to utter all | feel;
Then should ye know the force of this appeal,
And own, as sympathy relaxed each brow,
* The WOMAN, NoT the ACTRESS, speaketh now.
Alas | wo soon must | resuine the mask—
Necessity commands me to the task—
And bid my features mimic feelings show,
Whilst dark and heavy lies my heart below :
PPause 1o remember this, ere ye upbraid,
And let my faults, to-night, be lightly weighed,

Lurds of the mind, whose scoptre is the 1'en,

To you | turn, and trembling meet yoor Ken—
TFarbearance, critics | 'tis more preat 1o ad
Exertions weak as mine. than to uphraid ;

-And grant the little band, whom kindness drew
Ta back my efforts, your protection teo.

But wherefore fear [2—1 no more will plesd—
Sustained by your forbeavance 1 sueeeesd ;-

Yes, the conviction springs, like Hglitning, theough
My quickened hieart, and | can smile anew!
Oh 1 could you know the change now passing here |
Thie Seraph, Hope, o'ercomes the Demon, Feas
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The pulss of Gladness beats for Sorrow's throe,
And Joy regains the throng usirped by Woe ;
And | can smile | my heart rejoicing bounds,
Escapes itz fetters, and forgets ita wounds |
Yes, gratitade shall make my weakness might,
And wake each nerve to energy to-night.”

Madame Dhermainville made Her next appearance in @ musical farce
called * Mischief-Making ™ which was porformed at the Sans Sovci on 29th
Aptil.  On that very night acoirmed a tragedy which greatly shocked Calcutts
residents. Captain George Hamilton Cox of the East India Company's Invalid
Establishment and Actuary of the Caleutta Firs Insurance Company, on
returning from the Thieatre to his moms in the Bengal Club (they in Tank
Square, E;), committed suicide by blowing his brains out with a revolver. He
was very popular botlh at Caleutta and Simla {where he was oné of the early
European settlers), and the circumstances of the case were particularly dis-
tressing. e had unfortunately become over-friendly out here with Madame
Dhermainville and on receiving & letter by mail intimating that his wife and
children were on their way cut from home, he committed the rash act,  The
poor man left behind him stveral letters,  One was addressed to the Coroner
and Jurors at the inquest to be held on his body, desiring, by reheamsing
the circumstances of his death, to spare them unnecessary trouble in collect-
ing evidence. o this he solicited “the cheapest and meanest funeral—ne
pucka grave, parson's fees, ete”  Another letter was addressed to his medical
attendant, Dr. Goodeve, enclosing his fee and Imploring him to defend the
writer's memory from a verdict of " temporary insanity " which he fearcd
might act as n slur upon his chiidren. A third note was for Mr, Westerman
of his office, essuring him that the books and cash were all quile correct
A fourth was directed ta his frend, Mr. ]| H. Stocqueler, editor of the
Englivhman who had that very evening met Him at the Theatre, apparently in
the best of spirits | but neither its contents nor those of another which had
been written to hiz actress-friend, were made poblic at the inguest Captain
Cox's bearer deposed that & couple of minutes before the report of firearms,
he had heard his master singing and beating time in his room as he used
habitually to do. The Jury returned the brief verdict—felo de se.  Captain
Cox, according to the Bemgal Hurkars, also loft behind him o long
rambling Essay on Suicide which he desired might be printed {though not
“ published “) for his son,

A fortuight later and Madame Dhermainviile slso hod left the stage of
life! At first it wis stipposed she had died under sospicious circumstances,
but Dr. Duncan Stewart, the Presidency Surgeon, who sat op with her
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professionally through the night, certified the catise of death to have been
cholera. She passed away at No. 97, Taltolla, where she had removed, and
her funera! service was conducted by the Rev, R. B. Boswell, Chaplain of old
St James's One of the newspapers, s morning or two. after, referred to her as
“the wretched Mrs. Dhermainville” while another, i rehearsing the principal
events of her life, declared that her career might swell serve as a waming to
others, But after all these years one need no further seek to draw her fraiities
from their dread abode. In the old portion of Circular Road Cemetery
the soi-dsant Baron and the Captain of Invalids slesp In nameless grayes, and
hard by rises a modest headstone bearing the following simple inscription i—

“ Spered ta the Memony

of
MakzA ManELINE TAYLOK,
who died 13th May, 1841,
aged 27 years™
in conclusion, it may be added that the facts recorded above have besn

amplified from an anecdotal article, entitled * The Pathos of Destiuy ™ (by the
present writer), which sppeared not long ago in the Esglishman.

Evnior WALTER MADGE.
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The Fewel Bomd in Nuncomar’s
Case.

PAY the courtesy of the Chief Justice and the Judges of the
2 High Court we are enabled to publish the accompanying
facsimile of the bond, for the forgery of which and for the
publication of which, knowing it to be forged, Nuncomar
(Nanda Komar) was hurg, The circumstances leading to
Nuncomar's prosecution and execution have been the subject
of controversies on which we need not touch, and we nesd only remind our
readers that they terminated a peries of mutual accusations between Hastings
snd Nuncomar which formed a very important event in Hastings' career,

The bond ¢ame to light as follows :—Bollakey Doss was a Hindu banker
of Calcutta. He made a will dated the 12th July 1769 and died in the
same month, and in September probate of the will was gramted to one of his
executors. A large part of his fortune consisted of bonds of the East India
Company. Thesz, of some of them, were made over to Nuneomar, to whess
care Bollakey Doss had commended his wife and daughter and in exchange
for them he gave to Pudmokun Dess, to whom Bollakey Doss had left o
quarter of his property and the management of his business, certain securities
—one of them being this bond, cancelled by being tom at the top, as is shown
in the [Tustration, though the original tear has been extended in the course
of time.

The translation of the bond is as follows . —

¥ I who am Bollakey Doss.

“ As 3 pear] necklace, a twisted pulghar, a twisted serpache and four rings,—
two of which were rubies and two of diamonds, were deposited by Rogonaut
Roy Geoo, on account of Maharajab Naondkumar, Bahadur, in the manth of
Assar in the Bengal year 1165 (1738), with me, in my house at Musshida-
bad, that the same might be sold ; at the time of the defeat of the army of
the Nabob Mir Muhammed Qasim Khan, the money and effects of the louse,
together with the aforesaid jewels were plundered and carried away, In the
year 1172 Bengal style (1765) when [ arrived at Calcutta, the aforesaid Maha-
rajah demanded the before mentioned depasit of jewels ; | could not produce
the deposit when demanded, and on account of the bad state of my affairs,
was unable to pay the value thereof ; | therefore promise and give it in
writing, that when | shall receive back the sum of two lakhs of rupees, and
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s little above, which is in the Company's cash at Dacca, according to the
method of reckoning of the Company, 1 have agreed and settled, that the
sum of 48031 siccs rupees is the principal of the amount of the said deposit
of jewels, which is justly due by me, and over and above that, 3 premium of
four annas upon every rupee. Upon the payment of the aforesaid sum from
the Company's cash, | will pay that sum, without excuse and evasion, to the
aforesaid Maharajab. | have, for the above reasons, given these reasons in
the form of a bond under my siguature, that when it is necessary it may
be carried into execution. Written on the seventh day of the month of
Bhadon, in the Bengal year 1172

So far the body of the instrument  Then on the right come No. 1 the
exhibit nomber put on at the trial followed by the initials, it must be supposed,
of the officers of the Court in whose custody it wasx. Below that a square
el inscribed Mahtab Roy under it in writing * Witness is made” Then an
ovai seal inscribed Bollukey Doss under it the writing “ Writer of this” Then
a square seal inscribed Mubammed Kamaluddin almost undeciphenible in the
facsimile, and little better in the original. Under this comes the writing
» Sitlapat Vakil of Seath Bollakey Doss**

The case lor the prosecution was that matters taken by Mubammed
Kamaluddin and Sitlapat were forgeries. This was proved directly by
Kamaluddin [Commaul O Dein Ali Khan), who said he was the same man as
Muhammed Kamaluddin, and denied having witnessed the deed. But he
said be had ence given his seal to-Nuncomar to sign a petition for him, and
that it was not returned, He said that a flaw existed in the seal, which we
will leave it to our readers to identify, and that an earlier impression of the
seal, which lie produced, showed the same flaw. He also said that Nuncomar
had admitted the forgery of his name to him.

Sitlapat was said to have been the Vakil and Munshi of Bollakey
Doss, and to have died before him.  The authenticity of his signature depended
on his handwriting.

The fest of the case turned on evidence as to Bollakey Doss's affairs and
went to show that he never executed the bond, We need not notice it here as
it is not connected with the bond itself, We may, however, add that Sir James
‘Stephen points out that the contents of the bond are suspicious as lhcy

* S ]. Swephen quoking Vol XX of the State Trialy concludes the truulation -
1t Is witnesed.

Mabiah Rov.

Seflaubas Roy (e Vakil of Seat Bollakey Dosi)

Abdeboo Commaul Mahomesd.

Alabd Botlalory Chose

Written an the ssvenib day of the momtl of Bhadoor m the Beogpd year 1372,
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stand. The bond is dated 1172 (1765) and sets out & depasit of jewels seven
years previously. No receipt was produced by Nuncomar, and we must
therefore conclude that he left the jewels with Bollakey Doss for seven years
without any receipt. The recital, that is the story of the jewels being
plundered at Murshidabad seems to give Nuncomar a very weak claim
against Bollakey Doss, which the latter seems to have admitted without
question, This seems unlikely, but if it were s0 the recitals were not
NECESSATY.

For the defence, evidence was given that Kamaluddin, the witness
to the deed, was a different man fromn the witness at the trial, Witnesses
were called who spoke to the execution of the deed and its signature by the
persons by whom it is signed, There was also evidence of a statement of
account by Bollakey Doss in which his liability to Nuncomar for Rs, 48021
with interest at 25 per cent. was admitted.
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The q)rcacrvation of Murshidabad.

T _i:q HE following petition to His Honour the Lientenant-Govermor

will be read with the greatest interest and concern by all
who care for the history of British India. Members of this
Society have had an opportanity of seeing for themselves the
decayed and forlorn condition of the city and any support
they can give to this or other proposal of a like kind
will be for them a matter of abligation. The Society would doubtless urge
that special care should be taken to preserve what remains of the once great
Katra Masjid of Murshid Kali Khan and that the old Pilace at Jaffargan]
should be restored before it becomes 1oa late.

To

Tuz Hox'nte Six ANDREW HENDERSON LEITH FRASER, M.A, LLD,
KCSL, LisUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF BENCGAL

The Humble Memorial of the Inhabitants of the City of Muwrshidabad.
MosST RESPECTFULLY SHEWRTH —

1. That Your Honor's lumble memorinlists are tha citizers ol Murshidabad, which
once enjoyed opulence and prosperity as the ancient capital of Bengal, and which can legi-
timately claim to be the birthplace of British Rolefn India. In this connectidn yoor humble
memorialisle detive 1o bring to Your Hanor's kind notice this Impartant historical fact
that Lord Clive, when entering Murshidabad after the batile of Plassey, was pleased to
observe that *the City of Mumhidabad was as exiensive, popalous and rich as the City of
London ; with this difforence, that there are individuals s the first possessing Infinitely
greater property than any of the bt city”  Macauliuy remurks that * the anclent capital of
Bengal was larger thau London snd rivalled the principal eities of Edrope in commearce and
trade” Therefore lrom a historical standpoint this city deserves spedial consideration ot
only so far as regands the preservation of Hs plices and objecis of Interest but also in the
fartherance of its general prosperity.

2. That your memorialists crave Your Honor's permission to represent that the city
is gradually becoming depopulated on pccount of the existance of thick jungle and objec.
tionable pits, covering large aress and committing & yearly havoc of its popalation to such an
extent that it has stirncted the attemion of the Sanitary authorities, who, in their report,
have npon statistics declared jts mortality to be the highest in Bengal for the last three
successive years, n fact which your memorialists cannot but view with the greatest concern
and dlamay. One most important point in connection with (he subject of sanitation, is that,
on account of the construction of the Murshidabad Railway, masy of the subsidiary drains
of the city which were connected with the main sewers, constructed al an ehotmous cost
of abomt Rs 30,000 by the Government, have been discomnected. Your memorialists,
therefore, pray that the worn out draims b repaived and the disconnected ones be properly
diveried to have free connection at the expense of the Government if the proper anthorities
will not or eannot attend to them,
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3 That your memorialiss also beg to draw Your Honors kind attention to the fact
that the silting up of the Bhagirathi and the stagnancy of its water cause an insufficient
and anhealthy supply of pure drinking water Your memorialista, under the circumstances,
pray that, biy dradging the Fhagirathi and making |1 pavigable thronghout the year, this
long-felt desideratum he temoved and the prospects of river traffic. which will dectly
improve the condition of the city, be increased  The experiment may be costly but is worth
d trial In considerntion of the interests involved,

4 That your wemorialists beg leave to suygest that. kaving regard to the fertility of
the soil, cheapness of labour and facility of lrrigation, the Mucd junyle may be clearad up ar
the expense of the Government and conveniently (wmmwetad inte « large fucrabive farm, thus
improving the climste of the place and affording additional and practical means of livelihood
ta the poor labourers and cultivators and opening out new fields to the middle class people
for acquiting & knowledge of caltivation. Your Homor's memorialists beg to observe thuy,
for the improvement of the sanitary condition of the town, the ohjectionable i of farger
dimensions may be ensily cmeertad tnto tanks and the smaller onet be completely filled up vo
21 10 pravent the sffusion of malarial gases and efflavia, and 1o give effect 1o this, as it weuld
require at the least Ky, 25,000, which, for the [imited resonrces of the memorialists, it would
be impostible 1o afford, they fevvently pray that Your Honor may be graciossly pleased to
sanction the amount for carrying out the project,

§. ‘That Your Honor's memorialists most respectfully beg to bring it to Your Honor's
foremost and kind notice thar, for the preservation of the ancient dignity and prestige of this
historic town ana in consideration of the residence of many influeatil Zemindars, the
Lalbagh Sub-Division was restored, though once abolished, sfler mature and deliberate
consideration by two wise and kind-beanied soccessive Lieatenant-Governors who were held
in high estimation by the public at large. Your memorialists, therefore, beg that, as @ last
boon 1o the people of thia city, nnder Your Honor's liberal and sympathetic udmimistration,
Vour Honar would be graciously pleassd not only 10 kerp in ifafus guo the existing Lalbagh
Suk- Division but to enhance lts importance by converting it iato & judicial centre, under the
proposed scheme fot the sepamtion of the judicial from the executive and w adopt suth
meauires a9 would increass ihe efficiency of the Sub-Division by introduciog new Government
offices and locating baods of departmants such s the district headquarters station of the
Murshidabad-Ranaghut Railway, etc \

6. That your memorialists beg to diow Your Honer's kind attention, that unless the
aforesaid suggested measures be kindly taken up at an early date by the benign Government
W mrresh precipitous decay, this City will soon become s ruin like Gour and be the
habisation of wild animals.

In conclusion, your memprinlists beg 1o assure Yoor Hoooy that your humble memo-
rialists have ever been loyal and devoted to the British Government, and that they have
vigwed with abhorrence the anarchist moveinest, and have deprecated the dasturdly crimes
that have besn attempted or committed m furtherance of that wovement Your memn-
viafists hope that Your Hemor will now, as also after laying down the refns of Yoor Honor's
august government, endsavour to further Ihe interests of the historic town of Musshidabud
by helping in whatever might tend to it advancement, for which they will ever remain
grateful 1o Vour Hooor

And vour memorialists a5 in duty bound shall ever peay.
MussHiDAnAD, The soik Augusd rpod.



Reaves from ffe @difor's (ofe
Book.

“hj,_;;‘lrgl members of this Society the appearance of a new and
enlarged edition of Dr. Busteed's Eckoes from Old Caleutta
is an event of historical importance. We have all been
counting the days till this fourth edition appeared, and,
now we have it in our hands, our expectations are more
than realissd. The portrait of Madame de Talleyrand, by
Madame V :géc le Brun, is & most welcome addition, and there are several other
notable additions in the way of llustrations and maps Laord Campbell, in his
Lives of the Chief [ustices, tells us that he, at one time, propased to bring a bill
into Parlinment not only to deprive an author who publishes a book without
an index ofthe privilege of copy right, but alo to subject him to a pecuniacy
penalty. The want of an index to the Ecloer has, until now, been the only
serious defect in the book to be complained of : but the defect was a grave
one. Hoerace Binney did not overstate the matter when he wrote:  * 1 have
come to regard a good book as curtailed of half its value, ifit has not a pretty
full index.” We, therefore, note with special satisfaction that the fourth
edition of Dr, Busteed's book is provided with an index. Turning over the
pages of this new edition, it will be found that, on almost every page, the Doctor
has amplified his statements, and enriched his text. [ beg to congratulate
Messrs. Thacker, Spink and Co, most heartily both on the score of their good
fortune In having the services of so distinguished a writer at their disposal,
and also on the excellent workmanship displayed in the printing of this
handsome volume. Dr. Busteed's book is one in which we Calcutta folk
should take the greatest pride. M. Lenotre, in his Vielles Mansions, Viens
Papicrs, has done for modern Paris what Busteed has achieved for Calcutta,
but please consider the enormons difference in the supply of the materials
with which Busteed and Lenotre haye had to do their work, That Busteed
can write a book about Calcutts, which can compare on the most unequal terms
with Lenotre’s books on Paris, is surely the most solid testimony that could
be desired to Dr. Busteed's litérary power, It J2 not too much to say that
Dr. Basteed's book has a place of fis own in the history of English literature.

OX page 100, in regard to Mr. Justice Stephen Casar Lemaistre, Dr,
Busteed writes : * His wife, who did not, | believe, accompany him to India
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was Mary, daughter of James Roche, of Dublin, and sister of * the celebrated
Captain D. Roche' (for what he was celebrated 1 have not found), but she
was also * celebrated for her charmy and elegance of manners! 5o described
even still in the catalogues of rare engravings” The reason for which Captain
Roche was celebrated was duelling. In the account of Charles Grant's
journey out to India in 1773, given in Mr. H. Morris’ biography of that worthy,
we read :

* Soon after leaving Eogland a serious quarrel wrose between Captain Roche, who had
brought on board a reputation for stsife, and Cuptain Fergusson, & brother officer, with whom
Grant and his party had contracted s friendship  According to the evidence of the suwrgeon
of the vessel, ' Captsin Roche had readered himself so obnoxious to the dihér passengers
that he was voted out of (he cabin mess’ Thie quarrel increased in virulence dod intensity
until they veached the Cape of Good Hope, where the ship arrived oo the 4ib September
1775 That evening & violent fracas took plice beiween the two officers kit Cape Town
where the passengers had lsnded ; and during the scufile Caprain Roche stabbed Captain
Fergusson, who almost fmmediately expired.  The two accounts of this conflict were
diametrically opposed to sach ather. Grant asseried thut while he and half a doren other
passengers, including Captain Fergusson, were at supper (n a boarding house, the landlord
informed the latter that a Captain Matthew wanted to speak 1o him.  Soan after he had left
the room, a scoffls was heard, and Grant, who liad closely followed him, saw, in the imperfect
hght, Captain Fergusson fall momally wounded, and at the same time observed that his
assailant was vunming Away. Gt was fully persuaded that Captain Roche was guilty of
deliberate munder, Captain Roche, who, two years later, while he was detained in prison
in England, published his version of the stary, declared that, as he was passing the boarding
house, Captain Fergusson mshed oot and savagely attacked him with & cane and a sword,
and that while defoading himself he unintestionally stew kim.*

¥ Captain ‘Roche wos tried for murder by the Dutch anthorities; was semquitted by the
Fiscal or the Supreme Jndge at the Cape of Good Hope, and was permitted to proceed to
Bombay by a French vessel. There he was tried by the Governor and hie Council, acting
as Juntices of the Pesce, In August 1774, and was sent to England under nrrest, whese he
arvived in June 13775, He was again, on 11th December, put on his trul befors a Commission
appointed by the King's Privy Council, consisting of Baron Burland, one of ‘H. M.'s Judges,
the Lord Mayor, and two others st the Old Batley. Act 330f Henry VITL, for vrial of offences
committed in foreign parts outside the King's dominions, under which the Commission acted,
rendered it imperative that the verdict should be one wholly of mcquital or condemnation,
so that the offence could pot be brought in as manslavghter. The jury acquinted the
prisonier. The evidence was certainty most meagre and contradictory.  With one exception,
the principal witnesses were in Tndia:  The verdict was received by the public attending the
Court with an unseemly exhibltion of feeling in Givour of the prisoner, which apparently
there was no attémpt on the part of the judges to suppress. Thin cise crsated o great
sensation at the time : bul there is nothing to prove that it exercised an influence on the

* A Pisin and Circwmsissctinl Aol of the Trammitions betweew Captasn Koche aml Lisatinant
Ferpurionh, Lawdon 1375 The prevent writer bas commined some of e anpoblished  docoments

relutive 1o Wis jocident.  Roche attemmpte I one of these 1o lnvelve Chatles Grant b & conspiracy 1o
Inurder himm. '
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mind of the nation sdverse to the reprebensible custom of doelling, which was only too
common during the last quarter of the eighieenth century.”

“Yes, Mr. Editor, this is doubtless very interesting, but what groond
have you for identifying this particular Captain Roche with him who was
the brother-in-law of S, C. Lemaistre?” In reply, | ask the reader to tumn to
the Original Letters of Asiatiens—a reprint of which book, carefully edited by
my friend, Mr. K. N. Dhar, and annotated by myself, will shortly be on sale in
Caleutta. The suthor of the Origimal Lesters is one Captain Philip Dormer
Stanhope, who reached Cape Town in May 1773. From that place he writes :
“ At present the conversation of the town is entirely taken up with the duel
lately fought between the celebrated Captain David Roche, generally known
by the appellation of Tyger Rochie, and Captain Fergusson, belonging to
the Company’s land Fforces in Bengal. Fergusson fell in the engagement,
and the story is here told rather to the disadvantage of Roche ; but 1 believe
there were no witnesses, who could prove the least improper behaviour on
the part of Roche, and that his accusers were influenced by a most unjust
and cruel prejudice. However, he secured a retreat on board a French
vessel then lying in harbour, and is by this time arrived In India ; the severity
of the Dutch laws against duelling rendering it absolutely necessary for him
to adopt the most expeditious mode of escaping from their territories.” But
Roche had not reached India.  In July, Stanhope met with him on the lsle
of Joanna, where he found Roche's ship lying, “ dismasted and deserted by
her crew, upon a reef of rocke”  Let * Asiaticus " continue -—

He now leads 8 most imhappy fife, amidst (he execrations of the seawen, who look on
him as another Jonas, and think themselves invalved in the punishment, which the Almighty
thus mimeulously has inflicted upom the wreteh who has dared to violate bis comtmandments.
Whatever the faults of Roche may be, | am sure the want of hosplality is not one.  Having
formerly buvsom ks siséer, wits is marvied o one of the judger lately sppoinicd fo. Bengal,
1 took the liberty of introducing myself and was received by him in his Indian hut with a
politeness and affability which would have done honour to A more splendld mansion. | was
shocked to see & gentleman, who had once experienced all the elegancies of life, labouring
under such ammerited distress, and was easily persoaded to alleviate the horrors of his
solitude durmg the few days we shall remaln st Joanna by bringing my bed on shore and
aharimg with him the conveniences of his km, which, though sot overburthened with famni-
ture or saperfluous oroaments, i yot 4 very comfortable retreat, when compared 1o a diny
cabin. He related 10 me afl the crcumvtances of his doel, together with the various provo-
cations, which, as & military man, he was obliged (o resent ; and declared his intention of
demanding an impartial trial upon his armval ai Bombay, when 1 doabt not of his being
honourably acquitted of every aspersion, which the malice of hin enemies has wantonly
thrown upon his character.

Tug author of Lthe Opiginal Letters of Asjaticus was, as | have sald, Captain
Philip Dormer Stanhope ; this is clear from the title-page of the second
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edition published (a year after the first) in 1785, Dr, Robert Watt (Bibliotheca
Britannica, Vol 11, p. 875) and Alibone ¢ Critical Dictionary of English Litera-
ture) identify this Captain Stanhope with the Fourth Earl of Chesterfield,
but that noble than died in 1773, and the experiences recorded in the Original
Letters only commenee ‘in that year, It must be bome in mind that the
Original Letters of Asiaticus is a work quite distinct from the more often
quoted book which has borne these three several titles . —

1. Eelesiastical and Historical Sketckes respecting Bengal, 1603,

2. Compendious Ecclesiastical and Historieal Sketches of Bengnl

stnce the Foundation of Caleutia, 1819,

3. Calentta in the Days of Yore : the Memoirs of Asiaticus, 1869.

* Asiaticus " has been generally quoted at second hand, and it is not
surpeising therefore that the question * Who was Asiaticus ? " has been some-
what complicated. The authorship of the Eelestastical and Historical
Sketches has been ascribed to Warren Hastings' ardént but indiscreet cham-
pion, Major Scott Waring, and although there is no reason to doubt that
the Major made use of that mom-de-plume in the course of his pamphlet
warfare, it is clear that the author of the Siefcher, who was in Caleutta in the
momentoas year 1757 and who had cooversed with Omichand, could not
have been the Major, Mr. Dhar's reprint of the Origznal Letters will leave

weiters who quote “ Asiaticus " without excuse if they omit to give their
references.

ON pp. 204-205 of Vol I, Dr. Busteed set the Society the following
problem :—

* In Mackrabie’s original diary, | remember seeing this entry : it occurs
when speaking of the card-playing at ' Barasutt," February, 1776 -—

* Next morning such of us as were not too fatigued to leave onr mattresses
rode or walked to an Octagon Summer House built upoan an eminence by the
late Mr. Lambert, who was the husband of Lady Hope. Thisis a pretty toy
erected on an eminence and distant about a mile from Barasutt, with walks
and flowering shrubs and gardens, the ashes of that gentlemen (for his
body was burned by his particular direction) are deposited under the build-
ing, s there anything known or traceable about these names, that structure,
or that deposit under it 2"

I¥ the reader will turn back to page 261 of the present volume he will see
that the honour fell to Mr. K. N, Dhar of bringing back to knowledge the
site of this old Octagon Summer House. A few weeks ago, I, in company
with my friend, Mr, C, H. Hooper, repaired to Baraset. We were guite
prepared to wander far and wide without discovering the Octagon, but at the
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Railway Station we fell in with a most excellent #icca ghard driver who
seemed to have divined the special object of our journey, and who drove us
off in great triumph to the Madhumarali tank. Despite the scriptural pre.
cept commending to us the praise of great men, we do not often praise our
ticea ghariwallas, but our friend at Baraset certainly deserves all the praise |
can bestow. With the greatest enthusiasm he took us to every spotin or
about Baraset we desired to visit, and, if only T could have understood more
petfectly the information he was ready to impart, 1 should have returned
a far better informed person than, | am afraid, | remain. Mr. Hooper's
phatographs record our finds on this occasion.

IN the last number 1 wrote (p, 417), in regard to the Memorial of those
who perished in the Patna massacre of 1763, “ the name of Sir William Hope,
Bart, will be noted. His wife made her escape to the Dutch Factory, and
I have na doubt that she was the Lady Hope who married the Mr. Lambert
whose Octagon at Baraset was mentioned by Dr. Busteed" 1 consulted
DBurke's Baronctage, but, alas | while I found that a Sir W, Hope, Bart., died
in 1763, he is reported to have been unmarried ; but, on consulting the registers
-at 5t. John's, 1 found this entry against 27th April 1764—

Welliam Lambert and Lady Margaret Hope, Widew.
According to old custom, Lady Hope, although married to Mr. Lambert,
elected still to be called by her higher social appeliation, and on
st February 1768 1 find Mr. Lambert successfully petitioning for a
passage for " Lady Hope" on the Lord Elgin (Captain Thomas Cookel.
Poor Lambert had apparently. like most Calcutta men of his times, many
a painfil loss of fortune® He entered the Company's Service about
1760, and from 1763 to 1766 was Military Paymaster-General ; then came a
redistribution of offices, and our friend, married to & lady of consequence and
blessed with a family, was suddenly left deprived of the bulk of his income,
and also with a most inconvenient amount of unsold timber, which he had
provided for the purpose of securing the new Fort William from river en-
croachments. At this time he seems to have fallen into discredit on the score
of his accounts. I have traced lim through several appointments. He vas
but & mere Factor in October 1766 ; in January of 1767, he was Clerk of the
Court of Reguests, and | have traced his name in the records of the
" Court of Cutcherry,” In 1768 ss we have seen, he sent his wife home, |
can trace him fourth an the Murshidabad Council of Revenue in 1771, and

“In 4768, e Bovrowed K $1,888 st 10 peb pent. lstoresd per annom from * Kisses Chum Tecoor,
Sibmat 10 the Stemdheepet of (he pew warks," anid in 1768 2ol & mrw hinow jo, the mme pesson.  Thine

transmstions |ed ko Ntigathom after Lembert's desth, 1 fimd imces of bis commencial spesulations (nos
featunate) ls the oM Cellestorate rocanti of Milnepote,
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I find his signature asa member of the Board of Inspection in the old
Collectorate Records of Chittagong. On 6th Febroary 1772 he was appointed
Chief at Dacca, but, on the resignation of President Cartier, he was given
a place on the Council at Caleutta. He remained at Dacea till August, and then
removed to Murshidabad, “ that place so much superior in point of climate +*
thence he came to Caleutta. In 1774 he became Chief at Dinagepore, and
there he died on 18th September, “at § AM. after nine days’ illness.”
Surely this old Octagon has a pathetic love story to tell us, Think of what
Lady Hope must have passed through in the troubles of 1763, and of poor
Lambert, after his long separation from his wife, asking nothing mote than
that his ashes might he buried beneath the dear old Oectagon at Baraset,
Should not the Society do something for its preservation ?

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL CRAWFORD'S article on Pandua, with its llustra-
tions, will show that an expedition to Pandua will be worth the Society's
while, [t is quite possible in May to spend a pood hour and a hall at
the ruins, leaving Calentta about 3-0 P and getting back only just a {ittle
fate for dinner, bul this would not be possible in the cold weather when
the evenings close in early, The ruins are a good mile and a half from
the Railway Station; and it would be unwiss to attempt a visit in the
raing. The best course the Society could take, would be to leave Calcutta
carly one morning in: December or January, visit Pandua, and then proceed
to Burdwan, thus giving one whole day to two interesting places. By way of
contrast, [ give hers a view of the Kitub Minar at Delhi.

WHEN this combined expedition has been accomplished, the Society
will have seen a good deal of the Hughli, Burdwan, and Murshidabad districts:
Will it be possible to extend our survey to the Jessore district? How full of
interest, for instance, would be a visit to Muhammadpur—the great quadran-
gular enclosure in which stood the Fortress and Palace of Rijd Sitd Rdm
Roy. By the year 1890 the ruins of the Palace had become inaccdssible
owing to the dense jungle growth: how things stand at the present day I
cannot tell, but if a visit on the part of our Society were to serve to bring
about & rescue of thess monuments of ancient Bengal from sheer destruction,
we should have very good canse for congratulation. In the Zire of Am¢ient
Monuments in Bengal, published by the Government of Bengal, there is a
list of the Muhammadpur monuments from which, 48 | understand the book
is no longer procurable, 1 will venture to make some extracts.

Famt reime Mill.l.;rfl whichen- The R4id of The Fort Iy now
closes most of his th%m Ndtorelsin  in tuins and
within which he kept his nnd possession  of  overgrown with
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withiin which was bis own house. It the whole  dense jungle
wieasures more than halfa mile s each  estate of Rijd
direction, and is surrounded on each side  Sitd Rdm Roy,
g 48 excavated diteh, the earth of which  The Fart ia m
wT inwards is used 1o raise the level  the custody of
of the quadrangle, and specislly of the  his Naib at
edges of it, leaving &5 it were a Muhammad-
round it. The ditch on the eastern dn pur.
northern sides has wally fifled in,
grincipally through the nfloence of the
river, but that on. the western side is still
full of water, Oun the southern side, the
ditch i3 er thanon any other side
It forms A sheet of water, & mile
long, looking aimost Tike n river. By
the earth obtained from these excava-
tions, and by that phtained from tanks
within ity ares, the level of almost the
whale gle his been comsider-
ably # work which in liself re-
presents an engrmois amount of laboar.
The chief eptrance to the guadmngle 4
a1 the south-east corner. From here
is seen towatd the morth the high and
broad mmyp upon which stood the bazar,
uﬁutﬁnmhnm:dhd which udtra
mare meagre bamrofl ‘the t day.
Rim Wgawand.  On thenulh.jlﬂtnﬂiﬁdltgnhmﬂtw
Sekh Siest  of the guad s Shdrden's great
e tank, the Rdm Sdgar, and a quarter of
a mile to the west of this s another
wmak called the Sukh Sdgar, or the lake
of pleasure
orRam- |t wms erected about the year 1820 the The Rd4jd of The balding is
T‘._.?..%.. Mrare RAj, whose family obtained the Hﬂmji: in still in ;ngnd
ramindari after it had pased oot of sion, 11 order
Sitdrdem's hands. It s m two-si 15 mn of
‘building, the apper storey being the Rdfd's
in extent than the lowsr, and each storey.  Naib, The ser-
hmingﬂiaq arched verandah In front. wvice I3 still
The building contains nnﬂ:‘:ﬁl remark- ied om
able. 1t was endowed certain  the of
rent-lree de, which included the n  rent-
jalkst of the Rédm ar, but i endow.  free lands, and
ments were resumed by Government, is managed by
the same pets
son who looks
after the et
vices in o Sitd-
rim's old
wemple. The
Idal iz dally
pe | Masdih The building jum described is on the In posses. The bullding s
- south of the road, and on thenorth side,  mion of the  stlll In good
in front of it, is an open lplu.‘;i: which Himnuml order, the plas-
i the ' Dol Mandir,” where the swing-  The Ir  ter work being
ing festival ot the fullmoon of - n instill gsed for  occasionally
iihtﬂd'liuilhlltﬂ&. This tss bulld-  the perform. jred. The
nﬁ'd'ﬁ!mﬂm‘nlm The form of the  ance of Dal nesis
building is that of 4 magnified sentry-  Jdtrdpujievery  repalr.
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a Led hed voof, supported year, and s in
:m. fg:n :uh':n: pll::nd square | du;ri: of llh:
tﬂ again elevated opon a pedestal  Nalb.
of thres tiers,

Closeto the temple thers are three build-
ings, the Punya Garh on the north,
the cutcherry of Pargrod Nalda oo the
south; and the jail,

Sadeke's ies. Along: the western side of this cutcherry The Rijd of 14 In 1“’"
quail, extends a tank; 8t the further Niltore in in arder, ng
re-ex-

side of which are the rming of Sitdirdm's  possession, be=n
own hosst.  The tank runs up closa to cavated some
the houss, and awall, the foundations yeirs ago

of which are still eazily traceable, ran
round the tank on the east &nd north
sides. enclosing it fo as to be within
Sitdrdm's privale saclosurs,  Thistank
was used az A treasure-roomy  The
wealth that Siidrdm accumulated was
thrown in hete unyil it was wanted. It
Is sald that wealth #ven now
remains buried at the bottom of the
tank benenth the grassy jungle which

now fills it

Fadeiw's vesk S{trdm's own house Is unapproachable far Pa. dao 12 in utler mins
the density of the jungie, which has andov
been allowed 10 spread over almost the with ense
whole - quadrangle. jungle.

- C=h The mmin entrance to this fortis desip-  Within the Naldi This gate was
b pated Singh Darwaza of Lion Gate  Zemindari of  once a large
which admitted 1o Sitdrdm’s private  the Paikpird  structure, but

buildings. Estate. now oaly the
u-diin dT !jxt To-
The Lign Gate leads to-a litlle courtyurd, mains. ‘Tha top
with three buildings, one an each r:ildt. of the arch lsin
not much lirger than ordinary native the hﬁ:‘p‘ dd
hats, bot built of bricks.  That facing the m h'
gate is the malkhans or treasure.oom 5 "v the
of Sitdrim and that on the Jeft side is ollow side
the gunrd-house.  These two hullﬂiug; r‘“"ni':'i put-
were used for these by the Rk

Rijis of Nitore, when after Sitdrdin's
time they obtained the amindari.
When, however, their samindarl of
Nauidi ‘was soid np (about 1800}, the

forcibly expelled the Nitore
people from (hese honses, and they,
ohliged 1o erect a treasure-room for
themselves, built the little one on the
right-hand side.

Adjoimng the gale on the north, is the
;:waﬁnh Ehui the plice whers
the frst cuhtcﬁm:' of the yur*m
made, a half religious ceremony s
[m-nl:nd about P;MEI_M (Iunri;ﬂﬁ
T al the !:i‘pﬂ
phm’:ﬂhe ntmnm - -
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Tessle of Sve Tust south of the treastire-toom there is &

small gatewsy coming dowe from Sitk.
wim's time, which s to a small court-
oo S s reai o
ng Ateway on
west in i common Siva Mandle (place
of worship of Sival erected by (he
Nitore Rajis 1t is much In the shape
of & mative hot with its pent roof and
verandah In front, opening ontward by
three arches.

Close to the Siva Mandir, on the
there b another the west
south sides of which are closed by the
Toshdkhind, a lang shed, fromted wit
arches, in which In Sliidnim’a time
the vessels were kept which had any-
thing to do with the temple secvice, and
probably profane vessels also.

it On the narth, on the bank of the treasure

tank, there is the Temple of Kill, the

eat mmil thf nilgut of Bltiri:::
thrée templee In it resem
ﬂll'- MUHP wiﬂttlfrﬂ“}:ﬁ'!‘lld;:crwﬁ
mazonry, erection in the and. sirs
of a :;-:t}n kut, with a verandsh in
froopt. The deity wonthi here is
& small idol, gnd” Is eslied” Dissabhifd,
4 the ten-anmed,” an epithet of the god.
fess Kill The temple once bore un
inscription, which wither been
stolen, or, mare llkely, lits among the
wébris of the boken arches The In-
scription, which was In Samsksf, ran
thos —

Mabibhoja, asa, kihannd, Gake
bhddlayam, Aldra Sri Sidrama
Mandiram.

Diasa-
riyean

¥ 1 the yenr of the era called Sak, earth:
arms—instes-earth, this mnp[t._ the
abade of Dasabhojd, was bulll by Si.
rima Riya®
n date here requires some explunation.
LU bt i g
The date is given {n a sort of enigmati.
cal ‘manter, by the words &arth-drma,
tnstes-earth, and the plan of their
enigma |8 thus explained : =

WExrih" stands for eae, for there I8 anly
ome earth,

HArme® means foo, for every one has two
Arms,

“Tantes—" Hindus enumerate sir tantes ;
mm pungent, sour, salne, bitter,
and swest,

Inihe
of the Niwore

Out. of
gy

Inth
"of the Rajh. of
Nitore. Dally
pe
'
formed ht:{

a1 also anin
Durgh and
Bidsant pdjus.

The arches open-
ing out of the
verandiah have
fallen down,

andan

e booa mase
:;“F:i' tlw:r
mm:ﬁm-
sy andunstable

tyle. li
ﬂ,lhﬁ itle

&5 constructed
osriglnally
exista.
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il W
i
didyan

lrltluﬁ

“Earth,” az abave, represents one

The date is therefore 1 and 7 and 6 and
I, or us we write it, with the largest
denomination first, 1621, This year
began in April 1659.]

The temple of Lakshmi Nirdysn in an
octagonal siruciure with two: storeys,
having a fAat roof, and bas oo preten-
sions to architectural form or 15
In the upper storey the god re at
night, and for the day he is broaght
down o the Jower stovey, where he
remains upon & cotich, In front of him
and upon the same couch are two litls
idols, thiee or four inches high, Govind
and Lakshmi ;hn are probably his
attendants, It is agreed by everybody
that Lakuhmi Niriyan (which is
like nn nrdmx%w ltmi
was found de_itirlm
There was a dedicatory stone upon this
temple which has been elther atolen or
lost. The inscription onit, &s furnished
by t:l: Superintendent of the temples,
ran thos ;—

Lakshm!, Nirdyaan, Sityal Tark, Akshi,
Foasa, Hhd, Sake, Nirmitan-pit
R, B Sabn Wi i, e

"For the abode of Lakshml Niriyan in
the year of Sak, logic.eye-tnate-ewrth,
this temple was built ygiﬁdllﬁﬂihl
sake of the beatitude of his father.

[The date Is thus read \—
“Logic"—There are six systems of logic.
“Eye."—Eyes always go by fwos,
"T;’;f:‘:.}'...‘f"' explained above, there are

“Earth"—As shown above, stands for
ome.

Reading this with the lasy figure, the

lhmll-hlilﬁﬂ:““dﬂiﬂ. !.'“t l.!:s. we
have the date 1626 of the
which commenced in April 1704.]

& the limits of the quadvangle in
forest fies the il t.%lnhlrfupn.
Boried amid s n-uI:‘ and
e )
X mi
the finest bullding of
district.  This i
side of the square, and.

i P mhﬂﬁ ith
S

ot
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rising oot of the middle of iv Thh
tower is & high aguin as the buildi
and ul:umpuﬂﬂ metely of ‘the mpu
and the painted arches which sppport
;_l ?:duﬂl;d*h?mm ltlhd::'ll
e rising the sides to
the middle, and fanked by two towers
which rise mther higher thanihe roof
The towet to the front present u face
showing lhmlrchnu!’thtpnhmdlmm
one ibove other, supporting A
pointad dm

The wop of the front face | as al
stated, in the form.of the arc af g circle,
higher in the mrdﬂh than at the sides.
Beneath the top ki ludpm.'llul

£

8

_a.

.8

_5_

o

E.
=m;

ed lhuut 20 r.lulL Tlu
ig.also i ornamented; and wi
twe bandd poticed, miu lhm R
unrter of the hel ght of
gmk uthefnnc isdivided tmm
equally broad portions.  The two outer
coatain each three perpendicular

lines of little sculptured squares between
them. The other three parts contain

?

mu:ﬁnw of m:-nmtle:.rg Above uﬁ
of doorways 4 a & square
equal braadt » with the doorway, contain-
ing & device which at frst sight looks
remarkably. ike the ®iion aod unicorn
fighting for the crown™  [f ls, however,
imtended 1o represent two fions support-
insuchn.llu The spaces between the
of the arches and the Equares
the doosways are also ormamented.

The whole face of the building, therefore,

and partly also of the towers, |n one
mmnfmmlad figured  ornament.
, nbove referred
tu,dwt:hlhu-mmb:nhwlﬁh
on this front R'I‘wn. ?rﬂmt each an
episode in Krishoa's life. The f
in them, as well as all the rest of the
mmut.mdmmu]mnulhc
h'n:kmk of the hmldlnn tive bricks

being scul %‘ ﬁMIhiwuwmm

Are- very

burning
bracery s Al
m Aned ol miﬂ
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style which too often chajecterises
nalive art in these districts.

The sides of the building much
the sume :Epumnr:n na the froot, but,
mﬂﬂdd‘l ree donTways or two spaces,
they have five doorways; within the

dioorea; both in front and at the

gides, Iz 4 verandah, and the enirance
to 11 is from this werandah,
the image of Krighna being inside.

Cm the top of the lowest arch ol the
tower & small round stone, twelve or
eighiteen inches in dikmeter, iz let inlo
the face of the brickwork. 1t bears a
dnd'cawy imstription writlen in the

unga wilh Bengali leiters,
which faily formed; are  sombe-
'Imuhul s ther, and -uhn-:;:
yury ¢ inscription, whic
is Iri'rtﬂ in four lines ﬂ Prakriti metre,
is as foilows :—Vana, dwandre,
chandre pariganita Krishna, E
l.bi:rluhi-—ﬁnmnd, visvisa, bhash
Huh, kamal a“ hﬂium

;dghiﬁil-hu Kriahm.. taehmwrtt:hnz:m
¢ly Sitkdima- Raya jadupati nagare
hhuhiman.mnu:ﬁ

"ln the of Sak, counted by arrow-
El:hm mian, dmm of .rmt‘
hm. Eidﬂm A, who is i
resplendent e [otus of t!:-
family, to lrh:-ch nm:hu the grest
name of Bisvis (that is, who east—a
lastre on the great Bisvis family, 1o
which Sluirdm belonged, as (he sun
casty a lovtre on the lotus). erected in his
devotion this splendid house of Krishna,
within Jadupatinagar, 4 city filled with
innumerable u:a.nmnl. sod 30 beanriful
le it d.eptim beauty that which

Jadupati and Kénkdyd are both synonym
for Krishea, J Magw l:lmd
m;l{mmdq for m reasons, to do
arn, the name of
the village mlhm wh l:h this temple ia
situnted.  Sirdm y conslder
ed that the many bmhi w’.hlrh hu
had erected within his quadmanglo were
"n.ﬂ.r“"“ e s of e iy Rinlys
and { L o
filled with inpomerable tmnnr.\u'u..“r

[The date remaing 10 be explained:—
-mﬂ:‘ refers  to the five arrows of
“ Pair® of coorse stands for fuwo.

“Limb"—~The Hindu eunumerates s
limbs.
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" Moo# "-~0f course there is ooly ons
moon.

year therefore (3 1625 Sdk, which
Ingulnhpﬂ 1703.]
Temgle, -tTh: building which looks into the same  In the possession The uri;inll

sonthward, is a temple of  of the Natore  bullding i= not
Bl.l.l.n'l.m. It has oo architectoral pre- Rl Daily  inexistence but

muionl. hqing In the shape of two wuhi%d the & somll sqoare

liwg other, the building with &

&mlm “o‘-lpemn: in farmed. finr roof bhas

front with I.'hl‘l:'l arches, been coastroc-

further back being tlhie abode of Balarim. ted by the

Natore Riji

ntbni!dhsnnlhuuﬂmnfm on the same
facing west, s a much finer site,

one thun the last, h not nearly ln
as the temple of Krishoa, Its

tage shows three doors, the ceatre

higher than the other iwo,

md all g of the pointed-arch shape.
They are esch surmounted by a Square
conmining, in rolief, the same davice

nﬂhuh:ﬂldm;umﬂu domes,
all of the pomted form and finished off
with pinuacles, and the central dome s
b Bighes ia poutie 'i‘f.‘ﬂ;"i‘?‘ e

igher in-position rantage
of the ing rises towanrds the centre),
and it is larger in form. Between the
gm-ﬂn::r;fhmpnfmhm:hau
s a good tracery work mxecu-
ted in relief in the brickwork.

Ix the article® Our Work,” which appeared in the first number of BENGAL
PAST AND PRESENT, | wrote :—"In the compound of a babu's villa at
Champdani are two European graves—one of them the grave of a soldier
in his day distinguished for bravery in the great struggle in the Carnatic.”
The inscriptions on the two graves read as follows —

To the Memory of Major Jaszs MooRe,
Whao =0 gallantly distingunished himaelf during the late was In the Camatic,
He died the 26th of January, 1785, aged 34 years.

To the Memory of Robert Wilson, Eaq.,
Many years o the Service of the Hon'ble Company,
who departed this life here on gth June, A.D. 1513, nged 73 years.
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"ON the 26th of January," writes Captain S. Parlby, “a Major Miote of
the Bengal detachment destroyed himself by discharging the contents of &
fowling piece into his mouth. This melancholy circumstance was reported
to' Colonel Pearse (who appears to have besn absent from Ghyrett)) by
Captain Williamsan, and we fnd the signatares of the undermentioned officers
to the opinion that "4 violent depression of spirits, almost bordering on
insanity caused the fatal act.

' “ D. Ochterlony, Lieut.
o T. Eales, Lieut,
"G, A, Swiney, Lieut
“ Edwin Lloyd, Lieot:
" A Hennessey, Adjutint,”

The Ochterlony, who signs himsell here, is the heto commemorated by the

great column on the Calcutta maidan.

Tuk following document, which | reprint from. J. C. Price’s Notes on the

History of Miduapere (1876), will be of considerable interest to the stugdent of
Old Caleutta

Notice is hexeby givea that an: Monday, the 17th January 1774, will be sold by public
outcry, at the old playbouse by the Company’s auctioneer, the following houses belonging 1o
the Hon'ble Company ;—

The Howse and Garaen of Duve-Dumma—A large upper-roomed louse, parl puccs,
and purt culcha, in good repair, consisting of five bed-chambers, two closets, two backstuirs,
w hall and veranda all ound i1, with a large smircase. The chambers and closets balsw
as the above. Smbling for mx horses and two caimuges. u range of godowns, u sepurate
cutcha building for a bath, another for a billlard table. A large garden, purt raised with 4
very fine tank aod surrounded with a dirch, and & spot ol ground to the sust ind snoth
to the south without the ditch and containing 1o ul 136 beegabs und o cottalis. !

The Howse wud Garden of Farassi—hn vpper-room bouse, part puccs, part eyt
contauns foor bed chambers, 1wo backstuirs, two lalls and vessnds, o gres| slgircase
ro the south, A new cutcha detached bwiding, condisting of & cook-room, bath-rooin afd
bake-house with & stabie at some distance ftom the house, bolll of posts and & siraw chupper,
very large and commodious, sufficient for ten curriuges and four amd jwenty horses A
parden surrounded with railing, and o diteh and & tank, and 4 very extessive avenue in
front which leads to the public road, containing in all shout 37 besgabs 1y cotahs,

The Old Comncil Howre~A cutcha building In Caloytta, with & detached baildmg for
4 godown, cook-room, etc. and 4 compound, part surreunded with & ralling, containing
4 becgahs, 11 cottahy of ground

Culwally.—Situnted 1o the great bazie dear the Nawab's house, s a small compound
with two cutcha bulldings, oo upper and lower.

The New Foundry ~Sitated in Darramiollal bazay, sear & mile from the siven, s an
oblong plot of ground about 370 feet long and g3 broad, in which there i3 159 square foer
of pucca bullding in sheds, shops, and furnaces in w very good repai, being all buily
slice the year 1765. The whole |s sbout 2 beegatn of ground.
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T Aagxsine Vird —Siluited betwesn the street leading from the Government House
and the old burymg ground, the range of godowns belonging to Major Fortnom on the
south side, sod the garden of the head-surgean's house and & houss occupied by Caplain
Hog on the north. 15 a plot of ground pesrly & squate ¢ne hundred yards, two sides
of which are covered with strong sheds in bad repair, aud near the centee is a circular bufld-
luﬂmhh:ndw.ﬂkhmmrhmudﬂl“ﬂﬁn There i
wlso in the plot a tank about one hundred (eet square and contains abouwt 6 beegahs and
4 cottahs of ground,

mmdit.imnlMnhfnmmnupeutuhwdtﬂmmh-fur:hm
of the sale.

By order of the Hon'ble the President and Board of Inspeciion.

ForT WiLLIAM : §. Bauoiy,
The oth December 1773 Secrebary, Baard of Inipection

———

Tiis advertisement is in itself a litthe musenm of topographical interest.
in the first place, the * Old Play House" is the buitding in the Lall Bazar
which screened Suraj-ud-daula's guns in 1756 The auctioneer is George
Williamson, whom Sydney Grier identifics with one who was formerly Sir Eyre
Coote's English groom—an identification | cannot accept. A good deal ahout
Williamson tnay be read in my Early History of Freemasonry in Bengal
(Thacker, Spink & Co,). For the Dom-Dumma House the reader must turm
back to p. 243 of the present volume, 1 shall have a word ta say on the score
of Baraset later on.  The Magazine Yard is, of course, the castern portion of the
present compound of St. John's Church.  The site of the tank referred 1o may
be marked by the Chaplain's house Om 3rd April 1782 s0ld this plece of land
to Wirren Hastings for sicca Rs. 10,000, but there is some mystery: attaching
1o the transaction, On 220nd December 1783, Hastings informed the * Chureh
Committee " that hie had received from the “ Maharajah Nobkissen " the gift
of the piece of ground adjoining the ald burying ground on the east, and known
a5 the Old Powder Magazine Yard, for the purpose of building » Church.  The
formal convevanee of the ground by Warren Hastings to the Chioreh Building
Committes was executed on the 1st February 1785, But where was mitusted
that enseha Council House #

My friend, Lt.-Col. Ceawford, has called my attention to two documents
connected with the loss of the Grosuengr.  The first is & letter, dated 15t July
1783, from the Dutch Governor of the Cape (Joskim Van Plettenberg)
to the Governor-General (Warren Hastings), reporting the loss of the ship,
This was the earliest intelligence of the disuster that reached Calcutta
Holtand and Great Britain were at the time at war, and consequently the

exertions of the Dutch to recover and care for the lost English folk was
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specially appreciated.  The second document is a draft of a letter to the
Dutch Governor, presenting him with a diamond ring, which cost Rs 11,500
and was inscribed A2 Aoste docerd.  The letter states that My, Secretary ). P.
Auriol was to be the bearer of the ring and the letter.

Warter K. FIrMINGER:

Note—By an unfortunate accident a footnote has been misplaced in the
present ‘number. The footnote which appears on p. 470, It should have
appeared on p. 477 ¢ it relates to the fraces at the Court House.
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(zatit AUGUST 600}

THe wirnng shires with sirife were tom,
And England's King stood sore in need,
When, 16 nn English botme, was bora
A ¢hild of rock-bews birth and breed

They named him Job before the Lord—
—Job Charnock—at a font unknown,
While crop-gartd might with. lifted swaord

Frowned froward by 4 sell-broke throne

Was It 2 kneeling mother thouyhi
On him of ald who walked apright
Who spake with God, and ever wroug ht
Upstanding in his Maker's sight !

Ere Moses dasghed the Low in twain
Az sight of lsmaels molten kine

In herding Us was fashioned plain
The role of His scclaimed design.

Clear cafled from out the boli-ripped clond—
Y'o flinch nat though the mouniaine jur—
And the proud dark, colossal, sheoud
The rightness of the things thal are.

Sad Job of Time's unshackled dawn
Saw Sabes smite and corsed oot fate,
11 held the hond that mocks the morm
And wakes the chambers of the gute

And, countmy dirts ns subble, knew
To deem as oought the shaking spesr,
The habergeon to eschew
And fromt high wrath with kingly lesr,

And Job of England took the thread
O inte a8 spun a1 Heaven's command,
And knew the slings of douby jmd drewd
Hut deep things out of darkoess planned.

Perchance, his gre on Naseby sward
Saw England's lion swnidard shine, —
‘And heard the showts for church and lovd
Ring ull nlong the charging line

Then saw ihe stallion squadmns reel
At shock of pike and thrnst of blade,

And, thwarred by & wall of sieel,
Rexsless Rupent all anmade—

The fank flecked maniess steeds in Might,
The shittered lince, the dinted mail,

A mob-ted kimgdom madly right,
And Ruport's ride withoot avail

For who shall scan His windom dread ¢
The padding droves of Us delight
To-greet the war-star's punels red
That blush the sky-scape of the night.

Job's youth iv 5=t behind the reach
Of seeking ones wha prabe and plod
Mayhap, he heard the tmker veach
The Tilgrim, way that leads 1o God.

And crossed the slough by Chrsiian's nde
And et the lions, face 10 face,

And fought, with bim, Despair and Pride—
Great-hearted to the stool of Gmce.

[Whis thinks 1o day on Hedford yown—
On Bedford bridge and ready stream,
(r heeda toiake the old tome down
To ¢on the glodond Unker's dream {1

Mayhap, lie watchad by Whitehall gate
unt Cllver, uncrowned of men,

Full scepreed In o conch and eight—
With Miloo of the seraph pen.

‘Apd shoted from the kerb-sione throny,
The while the puifieys pranced in fine,

And thought an that majestic somg
Of Ormue and Golconda's mine.

How Salem's courts of latice laced

Lowl futtered as the peacocks preened
Far sllkes gitls, wha laughing, graced

The rouw eenawas, (vory screened,
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Whit time the poet ruler sirode,
Arm laden, to the scented room,

And tossed 10 white gemmed hands 1the Joad
Of woven foam from Ducca’s loom

And mused on Jehan's marble drenm,—
High altar of a slegpless love—

The bubble dome—the yeliow smream-—
The towers that 1op the cypress grove.

And heard the East = call at thought
OF all the apes vhat swung serens

Cn Olivet from Ophur hronght
For pearl-roped Sheba's wistful goesn.

Who hears the East a-call, must nsg
And follow fast, in spite of lears;

Thoogh i ber lurking glance there fies
The zadnest of 4 thousihd years.

The pilot gone; they slipped the Nore.
And left the lunng rocks behind,

Where Tarshizh ships, in days of yore,
Weie broken by the Eastern wind.

And hugped the coast by Atlas crowned,
Then plinging, nade the open main,
Nor dared the moorman’s seas that boimd

The couchant lian of granite Spain,

Then Eastward Ho, for Ormuz gold !
And Easiward Ho, for Cape and Bay|
Thoogh England's caks are gnarled and old
And England's noons are chill and grey.

The wisdom of the world i wise

But weary with & weight of Teass
With us the course campelling lies

“Tis ours to shape th' unfolding vears

They met the Dutchmun bellyiog pasi,
Where crested combers overwhalm,

Full hard against (' opposing bias:
And Vanderdecken a1 the helm,

And, hungerbittes, songht snd sailed
Where thick clouds bind the sullen wave,
Where moves Bebemoth ceslir tailed,
With eyes like muming's eyelide brave,

Our of his mouth go lamps & bum,
And all the fiakes of all bis fesh

Wear crimeon when the levens wm
The wine-dark flood to light afresh.

r By amber plansts, wan with-min,

 Stiff moons that Lesse the iroubled sonl,
Whose meerschaumed seas slide sheer amnin
Unending ta the southern pole

Then by the Ray where pirates thrive—
—The pimtes whe the galleons lind —

And ill sagged gusis and gales comiiive
A cauldron' of the vexing wind

The rest s wold for those who seek,—
The reat ja writ for all moy ses

How Charsock like the well greaved Greek,
Held for the West the East in fee,

He balied, where the myna wings,

And luid the walls of William's day—
And all the kesls of all the Kings

Come riding up the waterway.

Wiide Asia's Queen of sure emprise—
The city mithion.foomed 1o hisss,—
The cuy of the faming skies,—
The city of the world's caress,

Of fighting Holwell indismayed,—
Of Hastungs of the wondroms brow,

Of Plassey of the leaping blade,—~
Of kesning kite nnd scarfer beugh.

Anid here he sleeps, and by his side,
Sole sharer of deatl's kindly gloem,

The sapphire girdled daik-eye’d bride
He wrested from the modal fame;

White Wielder of Lhe Law unbaonghs,
High Wardress of the East’s desire,
The city of the scatheless cour|,
The city of the polnling spive !

DAK (in the Emphive)
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BN article in Ne. 3, Vol. 11, of BENGAL : PAST AND PRESENT
by Lieutenant-Colonel Crawford, entitled " Some Notes on
Manghyr,” mentions (page 300), among other objects of
¥ interest ia Monghyr, the tomb of the Poct Ashraf. In “ The

 Student’s Geography of India," by Dr, Gearge Smith, CLE,
“=' published by John Murray in 1882, this tomb is also
mentioned as one of the principal objects of interest in Monghyr : indeed.
it is the anly place, except the Fort, which is mentioned at all,

When the Viceroy, Lord Curzon, visited Monghyr in 1002, he expressed
a desire to see this tomb, and a hurried search was made for it, unfortunately
without success, for no one in Monghyr, Earopean ot native, had ever heard
of Ashral, much less knew where be was buried. Had they only known it,
the tomb was exactly in front of the place where the Rdotas, with the
Viceroy on board, was anchored ; and the tomb was well within his sight
the whole time he was there

After a good deal of trouble, | was fortunate enough to succesd in
tracing the tomb. The late Major Moir, LM.S, advised me to apply to
Colanel G. S. Ranking. LM.S,, then Secretary to the Board of Examiners
in Calcutta and a well-known Ambic and Persian scholir, for information
about Ashraf, and Colonel Ranking was kind enough to give me the following
information, with the help of which | succeeded in tracing the whereabouts
of the tomb.

Ashrafl was the poetical mom-de-plumye of Mullah Muhammad Saiyad,
the son of Muhammad Salih Maszindarani (£e, coming from Maszindaran,
on the Caspian Sea). He came to India during the reign of Aurangzeb and
was employed as tutor to Zibannissa Begum, daughter of the Padshah, and
hersell & poetess of no mean renown, In 1672 he obtained leave of absence
and went to Lspahan, then the capital of Persiaa A few years later he came
back to India and was employed by Shahzada Arim-as-shan, Viceroy of
Bengal, the second son of Shah Alam, eldest son of Aurangzeb. In his
old age he determined to go on & pilgrimage to Mecca, but did not live to
carry out his intention, and died at Monghyr in the year 1704.

Ashral was the aunthor of a Masnawi called * Madan Tail," also of a
commentary on the Kafiyat and of o Diwan, His complate poetical works
are enumerated among the Oudh MSS, (* Catalogue of the Arabic, Persian
and Hindustani MSS. in the libraries of the King of Oudb." Edited by
Assistant-Surgean Aloys Sprenger, Caleutta, Baptist Mission Press, 1854.)
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In Monghyr lives sn old Musalman gentleman called Shah Fidah Al
wh keeps records of all the Musalman barials in the locality, He is usually
to be found at the tomb of Pir Nafa, or Shah Nafs, near the west gate of the
Fort. He had never heard of Ashraf, but when the rame of Mulla Mubammad
Saiyad was mentioned, he knew at once who was meant, and was ubleto point
out the grave from the records in his keeping.

Ashrai™s tomb s situated in the bastion at the westem end of the riverside
of Manghyr Fort ; a high bastion, on the top of which may be scen a tomb.
The lower part of the building now serves the undignified use of a kitchen,
The actual burial-place, presumably, would b underground, below the room
which is niow a kitchen, No slab por tablet marks the last resting-place of
the poet Ashraf, where he lies forgotten by all but nature, when every
evening the tomb iy bathed in the glory of @ sanset which it would be hard
to equal in any part of Bengal.

(Mgs) N, C. O'REILLY.

[ Licutenant-Colonel Crawford, in his notes on Monghyr, gives the situation
of Ashral's tomb correctly. But he tells us that it was to Mrs, N. C, O'Reilly
that he was indebted for the information, The poet’s tomb should certainly
be distinguished by a marble slab, with an epitaph both in English and
Persian—ED.|

To accompany the views of Caleutta from Garden Reach and Ojd Fort
William, Mr. W. Corfields sends the following extracts from a Picturesque
Vayage to India by the way of China. By Thomas Daniell, R.A., wud Willtawm
Daniell, ARA, London, 1810,

Vigw oF CALCUTTA FROM THE (SIiC) GArDEY REACH,

W Calcutts §s situated Tn tho part of Hengal called the Sunderbund, &
woody peninsuls, which from its triangular figure has acquired the uppellation
af the Delta of the Ganges. It is the Fooghly, the western branch of that
magnificent river, which is here visible,. A few miles below the town the
stream becomes narrower, and &t Garden Reach is bat twice the breadth of
the Thames at London. 1tis from a situation near this part the present view
of Calcutta is taken, On the south side of the river is erected Fort William,
part of which appears in the plate. Between the fort and the town is a broacd
walk called the Esplanade, and frequented by people of all descriptions for
air and amusement,  Contiguous to the Esplanade is the Government Houvse,
a superb edifice, approached by four colossal gates emblazoned with the
Britannic arms. To the west of this palace appears the coancil bouse ; and
almost in the same line the new church. The buildings are covered with
chunawr, a species of stucco possessing the delicacy and lustre of marble.

B ——— T
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The houses at Calcults are without chimneys, and bave universally tesrace
roofs: those on the esplanade are insnlated from each other, and approached
by u flight of steps under a projecting portico; each (s surrounded by &
magnificent colonnade and has the air of 4 palace. The sireets are spacious,
and from the diversity of European and oriental manners, present & scene
of inexhaustible variety and amusement. The chariot often comes in contact
with the palankeen, and the phacton is seen lightly rolling before the
litter-like hackney, a covered cart slowly drawn by bullocks, and appropriated
to the service of secluded females Amidst the promiscuous concourse
of people and equipages stalks a tall meagre crane, fiicknamed the adjutant.
which performs the useful office of scavenger, and is perfectly familias
with the inhabitants This hird s remarkable for the slowness of its
movements, and often stands on some mof, drooping its head with ludicrous
solemnity, and looking as abstracted as a fakir at devotions. The river
presents & scene of almost equal animation and varjety.”

Oup ForT GHAT, CALCUTTA

" Within the walls of this fort is the Black Hole, whose name is etemiized
by the sufferings of Mr. Holwell and his ill-fatod companions in 1756, The
low range of buildings attached to the fort consists of warehouses belonging
to the East India Company. The ghaut or flight of steps lesding from
the river is usually the landiug-place, wliere strangers are immediately
surrounded by palankeens and a train of natives importuning them ta accept
their respective services Near this spot it is a daily practice with men,
women and children to bathe promiscuously in the river [ and Brahmins are here
often seen performing their devotions.  Calcutta rose about 120 years ago on
the site (sic) of Cossimpoor, an inconsiderable Indlm village, and was
originally included in the small vumber of edifices adjoining the fort; but
the splendour of the British arms produced a sudden change in its aspect,
the bamboo roof suddealy vanished ; the marble column twok the place of brick
walls ; princely mansions were erected by private individuals | hospitals were
endowed with royal munificerice, and colleges with republican Tiberality.
Caleutta is now the metropolis of British India, the seat of & powerful and
prosperous empire, which has already communicated to those. remote regions
a portion of its mational law and liberties . and is probubly destined to

disseminate those arts and sciences which have conferred such honourable
distinction on the people ol Europe”

Tk letterpress at the foot of the view of Esplanade East fucing page
483 of the last number is incorrect,  The view bears evidence in the character
of the uniforms of the soidiers that it was drawn long before the visit of
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the present King-Emperor to India. 1t appeared in Nolan's magnificently
ilustrated The British Empive in Indie from the parliest tinies do the suppres.
sion of the Sepoy Mutiny, apparently published  soon after the close of the
Mutiny, The picturs may have been drawn shortly after the completion of
Government House and its fion gateways in or about 1803, The dome was
then fully extant and bore what looks like the statue of Britannis, which was
struck by lightning in the early moming of the 30th March 1838 (when Lord
Auckland was Governor-General), and afterwards removed in canssquence—the
dome at the same time being reduced to its present dimensions.  The statoe
is clearly indicated in views of Government House published before 1838—as
for instance in Captain Jump's * Views in Caleatta” (1837) and Major J. A,
Schalel's  Plan of Calcutta and Environs " (1824-5).

The scene, though overdrawn, has a semblance of accuracy, and is probably
one of the many exaggerated views of Calentta which led to false impressions
of the splendour of the place before the days of photography. H. M. Parker

in Chateawx en Espagne may have had this particular picture in mind when
he wrote :—

“The Palace City which he sketch'd
Into vast splendour starting,

Like one by Pirenisi etch'd

Or Babylonian Martin"—

Pirenisi being a celebrated etcher and Martin, the curator of many popular
pictures, Biblical and classic, in which tremendous effects were produced by
delineation of buildings and natural objects of abnormal size, “The Tower
of Babel" “The Cup found in Benjamin's Sack,"  God's wrath over Egypt,’
“The Passage of the Red Sea" * The Walls of Jericho fall down,” * The
Dedication of the Temple, *Mordecai’s Triumph,” “ Esther's Feast"
* Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego” * Belshazzar's Feast” “ The Fall of
Ninevel," and " The Destruction of Jerusalem,” are some of Martin's pictures
before me as | write and (like his successor Doré) he certainly reveals him-
sell as an artist of imagination,

May I suggest the early publication of a view of the same Esplanade just
before the demolition of Moore and Company’s shop a few years ago, with
the old “ Belati Bungalow " and its little round window at the top (indicated

in the view facing page 383) as an intercsting memento of late Victorian
Calcutta ?

A

Dax

T his note on the Barrelto family which appeared at page 366 of our
lust issus, KLN, D, adds the following with reference to individual members of
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that ancient and Interesting house —Captain M. T. Barretto came to India so
far back as 1505 i the flest with Admiral Lopes Soarer Teancesco Barretto
the nineteenth Governorof Portuguese India, was a brave and generous man,
He died in 1558, and his remains were received at Lisbon by King Sebastian
with extraordinary hanours.  Antonio Moniz Barretto, who died in 1576, was
the twenty-sixth Governor of India. There was another dignitary of the
name of J, N. Barretto, who hall been appointed Patriarch of /thiopia (the
second in succession), but died at Goa about the middie of the sixteenth
century, preparatory to his departure for Athiopia. The above facts will be
found i an out-of-the-way book entitled Historical and Ecclesiastical
Shetches af Bengal; from the earliest settlement wwtil the virtual conguest
of that country by the English tn 1757, Caleutta, 1829,

AMONG the illustrations in the present number will be found one of the
building for many years past occupied by the Doveron College, but shortly
to be vacated by them. A letter over the signature of ® Fitzwalter ™ giving
the history of the school-house, once the residence of Sir John Royds
(Judge of the Old Supreme Coust) wes reproduced in our April number.

E W. M,
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Some Transactions of the Eafeutta
Historical Societp.

THE JOB CHARNOCK DINNER.

SR HE 208th amniversary of Job Chamock’s final settlement at

Das  Chutanuti on the 24th August 1690 was celebrated by the
Socicty at Peliti's Restaurant, Calcutta, on Monday, the
24th August last (St Bartholomew's Day), when over
seventy members and guests met at dinner and observed
the City's birthday in a fashion worthy of an occasion

50 interesting,

The menn, programme of music and toast list were enclosed in an artistic
soaveniy caver bearing the device of the Society and its motto; * Lest We
Forget,” and also facsimile autographis of Job Charnack and Sir R. F, Rampini.
The Nivkan of the Society occupied a prominent position at the south end
of the table: after dinner a number of ladies attended to listen to the
speechies.  Sir R. F. Rampini (in the absence in England of the President,
Sir Francis Maclean) ocoupied the chair, Sir Robert read a telegram from
M, Leéon Tardivel, the Mayor of Chandernagore, wishing those present a
pleasant evening and regretting his inability to be present.

Among those present were H. H. the Lisutenant-Governor, Sir
Andrew Fraser, with his A-D.-C, the Maharaja of Burdwan, the Hon. Sir
R. V. Rampini, Hon, M. Justice H. Hoalmwood, the [on. Me. Justice H. L.
Stephen, the Hon, Sir Charles Allen, the Han, Justice Coxe, Mr, |, G. Comming,
L C. S, Mr. Qscar T. Barrow, 1. C. S, C. 1. K&, Mr, P. R. Cadell, I, C. S,, Mr,
Ahmed, L. C. S, Licutenant-Colonel G. W. Palin, Mr. P. Swan, the Hon,
Mr. F. D, Larmour, Mr. L. G. Dunbar, Mr. G. L, Mukerjee, Mr. ]. B.
Crichton, Mr. E. W, 5. Ressell, Mr. P, K, Dobbin, Mr. J. H. Cohen
Stuart, Mr. J. C. Chowdry, Mr, S. C. Williams, Mr. F. G. Dumayne, Mr. E,
Berthoud, Mr. G. B McNair, the Persian Consul-General, Mr. ¥. Campbell,
Mr. E. W. Madge, Rev. W. K. Fitminger, B. D, Mr. Jas € Mitchell
(Honorary Secretary), the Hon, Mr. F, W, Duke, LCS, M G, T. W.
Olver, Mr. C. Champkin, Mr. W, Osgerby, Mr. B. Mundy, Me. R. D. Mchta,
C, L E, Mr, AL E Silk, Mr M. N, Moitry, Mr, P, N. Mookerjes, Mr. O.
Christ, Mr. W, H, Phelps, Mr. D, Hooper, the Rev. Canon 1. E. F, Colg,
L. L, Mr W. ). Simmons, Mr. Dudley B Myers, Mr. W. Corheld,
Mr. J. de G. Downing, Mr. P, L. Roy, Mr. ). G, Fleming, Lieutenant-Calonel



530 BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT.

Buchanan, Mr, Syud Hussain, Mr. J. Goodman, Mr. A. E. Duchesne, Mr.
W. Grossman.

Afer dinner, the Vies-President  preposed the ssual loyal teasts which
were duly honoured, The next toast to these was to the pious memory
of Job Charnock, and was proposed by

~ THE REV, W. K FIRMINGER.

When a lew minutes have passed by, it will be my privilege to ask yod to rse and drink,
in solemn silence, to the memory of the man who, afier many years of faithfnl and frsitfil
wervice, in which he had been twice unjustly soperseded, wearied often and exasperated by the
long delays and deaf ears of onimteliigent and frequently malicione superioes, weikened by
comstant fevers, exiled for long periods from the ministrations of the Charch {which i his
rough snemotional way he koved), iracked down by those animosilies which in the mids of
A meam, back-biting and vental throog, it s the highest hanour 1o p ruler to court and challenge
featlessly,~after cny a bardehip uoid many an adventure—an a fordorn Sunday afternoon
m the rains; this day two houdred and cighteen years ago, lnded s Chmanmi, and
there (if traditico may be followed) under a spresding mesm reee, smoked the pipe of peace,
and dreamed the dream of which this Capial Chyof India iz the lusting, thoogh eve:
changeful, embodiment.

The Caleutia Historical Society has every reason lo congratulite lisell on our present
pathering. We are prood to have with us to-night both the ruler of this pmvince
(H. H. Sir Andrew Fraser), and the sdministrator of our civie affairs (St Charles Allan)
These gentlemen may, both of them, chim, by right of spostolic success and succession,
1o rule us from Job Charnock's chair. If old Job, like snother Rip Van Winkls, could
after 3 dlumber of mare than twe centuries, roturn snd take his place here 3t our
board, we can imagine how interested e would be to meet and converse with u Lisutenant.
Governor of Bengal of the Twentieth Century,  We might well tmugine oo how ol Job'
imterest would turn ity amarement, when His Weonhip, Job Chamock, found that His
Honor, Sir A. Frasey, was totally unconcernied in soch malters as the saltpetre at Pattans,
the amberty calicoes of Lachowes, the silken quilis of Sargaom, und that the preene differ.
ence between 2 “ rasay * and 4 “wl&mmr is not m-n-d:pnmh;m of ronversation
at Belveders, He would have some strange questions, o doibi, to ask of fromd the
Semior Presidency Chaplain Dur friend, Canon Cole, would be ahle tn tell himthat the
Matsolenm wherein test the mortal remains of Job himself and of two of his dsoghters hos
heen well cared for and duly honotired by each succesiive gemeration.  He womld hewr with
satiafaction that \be portmait of his old frend, the * tasy politic poave  and foture Bishop
of 51 Duvid's and Meath, is still hanging om the walls of the Veatryooom of St fohn's
Church, But, | lmagise, he would smile a smile of pained masement, and perhaps evon of
mistrigt, when Canon Cole informed him that he (Canin Colel bad no parncafar imerent
ilnuppu,n:tr or betal put, and that when, in March next, aiter neaily a quatter of a
centiry of life i india, be woold leave Bengal, he would do so withom hnving acquired
a private formme of his own.

Gentlersen, \be toast to which | claim your sitenuon m 1o the picer ciomory of the
Founder of our City. We may congrarutate ourssives on the faet that, alles tha woil ol ihe
Inte Tir: C, K, Wilsom, the adiectine fiows, 0 cannectum with this memery in paviieslar
striken mo wrong note.  The memary of our Founder kas been rescned Iom thist misky mint
ol dama! b obstinate myths by which @t has been 100 long vhiscured. [ tuke it thar, whin
propaaing & toast 1o the: memory of the living.depurted—Foi imto God dll live—we me the
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word * pions® Inits clussical sense &y an equivalent for  dutiful® J/Eneas wis Siows, because
from the blazing strests of sacked sod falles Troy he bore wwsy on his shonlders his ancient
father : and the commemoration of cor Foundar is, in the samesens ,an act of pety, zince
it well becomes the generation which inherits the frulls of Chamock's sufferings and endur-

ance, |6 “pralse grest men and the fathers that begat us® 11 is no part of our duty either
to be biind 1o the defects in o churactar, which was certainly not beyond reproach, or lo
praise where truth calls for eensure ; yet it ls, in (be striciest sense of language so act of
Hety to do hnmage 1oall that wasunselfish, faithfiul, bopelal, und brave in the man who thoss
for s ths cradle of vur Indian Empire. Sir Henry Yule has said * we cannot claim & bigh
charicter for Charmock,” bt perhags ihe tith has besn beat expressad, once and for all, by
the great Christian scholnr, whose name | have already mentioned, sod whose words 1 will
venmm o fquote ©

U Chamock possessed tha one rate bub alsolutely needfol virtue of disimieresied honssty,
@ virnie which must have been at this tme difficall 1 retaing & virtes which mus have raised
up for hun scores. of serret enemies ; 8 virtue which mikes us low to belleve wvll of one, who i
spite of all petty derrattion, will always sceupy » plice umong thote wha hiave the soversign
honous of bewg formmdend af states of commanwealib. Coarse snd sinful he may wall have
beam, for he seema 1o have been imperfecily educated, aud be passed an unprecedented
length of years in Indinn service, Buc for my part | prefer 10 forget the minor blemishes
and 10 remember only his resolme determinativn, his clear-sighted wisdam, his bemest sslf-
devorion; and eave lim 0 sleep on in the heart of the city whick he founded, looking for
his biessad resurrocion and the coming of Him by whom albne ha onght to be udged ”

Gentlemen, | venture 1o think that this attitude to Charnock's memary will commend
itsslf to your judgment. 1 will say more: | ventore to express ny conviction that the firher
“we probe into the archives of the pasi, the mare thormghly we porge away the sialte of
interested calamny, and rid ourselves of rha wonthless tittle tattle (miscalled tradition), we
shall ba rawarded by the real vision of our Civic Founder—a man with & mighty firmpess of
purposs, eormwed bt mever dishearvened by bemg either misundersiood or treated with
imjustice, capable of setting asde all private griovances and animosities, preferring his
personal enemies to hi friends when the affairs of smre called for the wmecnbes, and
Always more snxious to be on the side of the night than to bave the nght on his own side.
I veninire to predict that the voice of bistory will proclaim Charnoc k no unworthy predeces-
sor to that great man, who in the datkest days which ever befel tho foctunes of Eoglnd
beyoud the seas, against the folly wluch cost us our palincal unity with America, gave 1o our
race uay lo civillsation and homanity, the full fraughs possibilitias of the British Ray in Judin
It was in 1774 that Wareen Hastings wrote of Calonita: © 1.do not despawr of seeing it the
firsk plice In Asls, if 1 live; and am supported for a few years longer.”

For, Gentlemien. it s the verdict of thosa who have sudied the records and famitiansed
themsalves with all the circumsthnces of Charnock's choice of Chatanutly thar Job acted, not
ot baphicard, but thil he made bis decision dellberately, wisely, anil well. Y ou will remember
the maxim which was prescribed For the contributors to the Diitiomary of Nafrowal
Hiography—" Mo Bowery | by mguest.” This evening (although 1 am mysell aboul 10
tranugress) we might parhiaps say ' No Rudyard Kipling by cotimand.” Afterall that has
bean wrillen oo the mbject, tliern is no call for me to eepose the Ballicy of thoss Tumiliar
lies ¢

Owig deedpipigdend yeniw g U sl omme immcke 2] L,
Wz Trin inedal book Bavs Rled 2w b rered

T wsneny bomile
Thiaw 1o auigies, m=d b sl Ble ormics forfh, Soely snt Kok
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THI the cnsnry (oo Pesbawsr o Coylan wad bl emn
Thom Lo sl <y sl of Eaminecz— ey 15 pizy
Miew 5 clty
Fo bt spraad
Chmcr-ditwened, cdomesssmtel, lubh sl i, as ibe

MWEhMﬂm:mlhﬂMr umserviceuble 1o those who make It
their duty (o basten schemes of improvement, but the general theory of Lhe lmes i now,
we may be thankful, 3 recognised Gilacy. !

! bave alloded to the local myths about Charnnck The story of the resciie of the
Hindy widow from Sai, 1 sm afraid, is far o good caplial for the poels to part with.
“Dik* in this day's Englickman, has further decarated the topic which Dr. Nerman Chevens
graced in the alleged epitaph an the tombstone of Josiah Townsend  1f the lady stood in
wead of rescue, let s hope that it was Job who did the deed | but 1am afmid there are
two quite contraddictory veesioms af the stary of how Charnock came by his Indian brde
Alesander Hamillon (2 mhmthhyﬁnmmudngmdmdhrﬂm
if he could help &k, and had & most powerful tredsury of scandal st his cammand) teils the
Safl wwry: Hedges telli us a very different tale. Both these geotiemen disliked
Charorck.  But, on the other band, it s mieresting and perhaps significant that in the
baptismal registers % Madms, where the Bagtism of Job's three daughters is 1ecorded,
the mothes’s name, contrary to costom; bs not recorded,

It may be the Eact that Chamock's closing years were oot in socord with the stremmous
maahood he had evinced in the days hefore he made hie final halt s Churanoti. When Sic
Johs Goldshborough mrrived, ho found sad 1ales aficat about the tate Chiel's dissipated habite
and laxity, and it was not foreign 1o Sir Jobe's purpose to give those rales somewhat more
than their full credit.  Bug | venture to think that the man's whole carecr entities us 1o be s
fiitle deaf to the gossipof imierested detractors : and | ventare to think that you will ane and
all sgree with me 1t f handwriting is any indication af persoual character, the firm clear
signature of Job Charnock, which yon have reproduced on your seensr, in itsell bears testi-
mony to the clean mind of the man who penned it 1t is worthy of the man, wha led his Little
army out of Hijitl colours flying and dromna bisting, botwizl the ranks of an overwlielming
und astoonded enemy.

Ditinterestedness and fidelity aro the two grest virtues e which we praise this great
ning who begat ui. In Caleutsa of to-diy we are inclined to think highly of anyone who, during
long years of srduoos and responaible service, pever once b failed o secure the warm
approval of his employers, Such o man was Job Charmotk, On ons accusion, his masien
in England write: *“The experience we buve of My, Charmock for 14 yeiars past, and finding
ull that late u 0 be eneniies to bim, baving wiought such » confidence b our minds
concerninyg him that we shall not, upon any ordinary suggestions agatust him, change our
uncieni and constant opinion of his Gdelity 1w ouy interest.” 1 would be easy o qoote
passage after passage from the old records Lo shw that, despite all (he nalicions depre-
cistions of the great agent sent home from Madtss and cliewhere, the Compaty ut home
oever swerved (0 thelr sense of Job's value Well, then, has Sir W. Hunter ssid -
“# Chamock now stands forth i the manuberipn reconds a6 & tlock ﬂmthﬁlhh
munhood. Not & besutiful person perhaps, for the foundens of England's groatness were
ot such as wear soft ralment 3nd dwell In king's bouses 1 bat & man who had & greay
and & hard task 1o do; amd who did W—did it with small thooght of self, aod with o
resalis courage, whisth ao danger conld damot wor any  dilcilties tem e, The
masters who wested him so grodgmgly knew his worth,  He was in hin lifetnme * hooest
Mr. Charnock,' uo * prowler for himaslf beyond what wae just snd modest’
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Ceentlpepey, \he plice =f oy Founiles's buria) W in the heurt of our gy In the
chieity which Winksth pw evil, we hononr that msasolesny a5 (be resting plice of me whose
mamury, obecured by the calimnies of his foes wid the foolish grealp of hack-guide wiiters,
stands out now 4s 4 possession 10 be treasared by each gesesation of Calcutta men in ity
turn, His own chikiress have plaged on s walls the word * blessed Charnock,” and this
perhaps would have been the jestimany hls heart witld have desived- * thy ehildren shall
rise up and call {hee bleassd."

THE HON. MIt. £ D LARMOUR

The Hone Mr. F. Larmour next proposed the toast of the Cnlenns Historieal
Society. He said that when it was decided to doa thing, three reasons were generally
assigned, and the presant occasion proved no exteption Lo the rule, for He had been told that
there were three reasons for his proposing (his toast, Firmly, bacgnse he wae no) & membes
of the Society, which waa coimnted to him for righteousness, for hud be beep & member he
would noy then be addrecsing the Saciety ; secondly, beesuse he had ance told a member
that ke hind arrived Ip Caleuna i the eatly Gfiles und was therefore one of the " oliles
resldents ® and, thirdly, becuuse he knsw Jittle about historical reseavch and any mistakes be
might make would thereforn be forgiven.  Only 4 short titme ago he was talking to & new
arvival in the country und was expounding the glovious past, the condition of sur roads before
the advem of our City Fathers, how Bow Bamr and Bentinck Strest med to be the most
favoured and fshiowable parss of the city, how the very house now occupied by the Com.
missiomer of Police was the office and residence of one of the greatest commercial houses 1a
Tndia, and how the Govermment of Indin itself is =id (o have had its seatin the premises now
occapitd by Messra. Llswelyn & Co. in Cossitellah, now Bentinck Street, whilst Alipore and.
Hallygimge were undesirable; nmhealthy malatia-stricken distant soburbs 1 how people wems
ont to dine a1 6 o'¢lock in palless socompanied by their choobdars, khitmutgars, hookahbadars
and prmlahwallake, the last srmed with hoge palm leaf puzkabs.  Finding a ready fistener,
be became garrlous and reminiscent, and spoke of the imported ics ar § annas & pound.
of soda-water at B, 32 dosen and Exshaw Mo, 1 ar Ba & a boule : he even toid of the time
when there was no water laid on in pipes and all the drmking water was brought from
the ‘"Lal Dighes® wmnk, This was more than lies fistener could wake in. and be burst
oat saying, * All the rest | can belicve, bue if yon expect me 1o believe thal any one ever
drank watet fram the Dalbhounie Square tank and survived to tell the tale, you trespass too
fur on my credulity, good bye.® Mr Larmour thea recalled o well-known society. in fetion,
in whick one "Bill Stamps and hiswack™ played un important part, and went on o sy
that he aiso had discovered an important poem describing kings that had reigned in Bengal,
of whom many ars pow ssidom heatd of. Mr. Larmour did not know if the original poem
wan in Sanakril or English, ot ng be hid seen it in the Tedion Chardenrd Vs Aaweal of
1870 be concluded it most have been ia English. It was called “lodian Herpes” and he
vead a few amusing estracts from the poemm  Mr. Larmour than said ; Turning to the
Cateottn Historical Society ltsell; | think, yenilemen, | can offer you my sincere congratuly-
tiania on the success that bas atended yoor efforte. A little move than twelve months ago
you siaried with anly 75 members and | soe from yowe aonval report that on the 3osy
December list, voii bad oo lesa (han =65 members ; at this rate of progression you will
snon have everyons on your list and there will be no one lelt to envoll ; during the period
covered by your report you had ouly three resignations but yo ket ane of your most valued
members by death, | refer to the late Maharajs Sic Jotindio Mohun Tagove. | am &t one
with your committee in suggesting that the sympathles of the Indian pobility and gentry
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hould be enlisted in your society, and | leel certain when yeur objecis are wore peniially
konown you will lmve oo difficubly in enealliog thele pames on yous B You bave called
yoirselins the ¥ Hidiarieal Seclety of Caloutia™ wiilch | condlder very musdens, for 1 sea fram
yomr raport that you do not eosfine yourinll 1o Caleuira, bat estand voor operations to di-
taut portions of Besgal ; for hesides your excirsions to Achipare, Serampine, Hughli, and
Chinsurals you have yone se far afisld ay Plassey, Berhsmpore and Cossimbmazse, No
ooe who has szen the jast mumber of your jourmal, in which that excumslon is deal
with, could have failed to be jnterestad . ly stlll Ties on my table and has aften eaahled
me 15 apend 4 plessant half hous amongst your members ba thought If net in body. | think,
gentiemen, your journal should he und will be one of 1he chief fantures of your Society and |
would wige on you 10 besue s s aflen ks powsilile.  The editorslilp s entrmted 1o one who
takes an Intesse intevest in his work, aad if | kaow the man a8 well ax | think | de, we miay
rely on having wost interesting seading. Mt Virminger v well knpwn ga ons of the best
lisersry fervets in the country snd the sacefes of 4 jourmal entruated to him s stready
assured. There is one mure point onily oo which 1 world like to sy a few wonds, that is the
Preservation of Monuments | 3 most landable object. It in no fooger posible for os
to excayate freah caves of Elephants o Ellom | we can oo longer use poblic fimds to
build & Taj or Kwiub Minar; we cannm vie with the gloricus temples of Saranath or
Maers (o sy aothing of the glonions buildings m Dethi and Agm, and many others
that abewind all ower the coumtry, To preserve these great monuments and many smaller
ames, | think your Society may safely approach the Government ; they teem with interest
and their preservation will, so long as they last, help to keep ulive the history of this
country,
THE HON; MR JUSTICE STEFHEN.

There is one duty of & pleasing kind which | have to perform befors proceeding to any
othie (aek and thel ie (whether oo 5 | am jooorder | dem't cars in the lnast) to propase that
My, Larmour be slected 1 member of the Caldutts Historical Society, | have been chosen
for the task of replying (o this toast | prestime bocunse | have the pocullar good fartune of
being your Vies-President elect,  ‘When many years ago cermain enthoyiastic bt misguided
penple attempled to teach me & certhin quantity of history, It was (hrust opon me that it was
almolitely necessary that history must be dull, or else i mun be inuccurate. | undersmnd
that simce that time funtber research haw thrown some doobt upon that proposition.  Bat how
far that may actually be trae | am 0ot evam m 4 position o guess aod 1 hope that the Soaety
will take some steps to mvestigate the matter. 1t in a-question which might be referred to
small commitree consiating of 1wo very eminent journalists who are members of 1he Society.
Of course we would have at the begmning fo presant them with ane very obvious and wrking
fact. Mrs. Frominger is peitber dull wor inaccurnte: he is, of course, thoronghly exceptional,
and canmot be quoted in support of any particnfar rule.  We all kmow thist the possession of
our Ediwor by the Society 1a really onn chief claimy at all avests, 10 posthumoun lame,
und when we pass from var bnef and fleesing existence s historiang to join the great
majority about whony listary w silent, oar epoch such us it is, will no doubt be known as
the Firminger spoch, Other gentlemen there are who will remain well known us public
minded governors and citisens of Calconn One there is in particular whom [ will meation
and he iv Sir Charles Allen. | mention bim particularly because | have reason 1o believe
that he haa exerted hin well deserved and personal influence In ordor ko escape malking
aspeech, but as the Himorical Society we owe hima very groat deal, not anly for what be has
actually done, bt for what he has cousistently attempted, Had he been sble 1 chiry out
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him duties 45 Lord Mayor of Calcuttn; unhampered by any extvansons clrcumatances, without
the exigeancies of Ainance; unmindful of the losal Government sod by Manicpal collesgues;
and regardiess both of the jetter wnd the spirt of the law—tben | am sure e would no
doube have made ninety-mine hundredths of the Calcuita we know a matier of history. We
shonld have had the spimy of Mre Finmnger hovering over a great mazs of rmuns. by s
Tuins thar Calenna wants for the Historienl Sociery o dwell upon.  Siv Chariez Alken.is jus
the man o make them and very much more too.  For myselly | cannot claim noy great
sllegiance to the charge of mere learnmg and knowledge, butthiz 1leci—and 1 Jnow in
this | shail have the sympaiby of my fellow members—that we all wish to realise the fact tha
our predecestors were not mers unmes in a story hot thay they were men with wishes, with
feelings; and with ambitions like onrssives. We also wish that our successors should have
some of the sama kind of leeling for thom that we have ourselves.  An far as Calcottain cone

cerned our chief wish is that oot suceessors may prove as worthy of the position we hopa Ley
will hold s our predecessors wers worthy of their's.

THE HON. MR. JUSTICE HOLMWOOD.

I is my pleasing duty 1o propose the next toast which (s the bealih of the Patyons of
the Calcutta Historical Society. According 10 2 samewhat satirical letter which appeared in
the newspapers the other day, we are all of v charged winth patronizing history from & lofry
sod exalted platform where owr delibsrations are said to have o meme gastronomic than
scientific and practical Interest,  Those who ses us to-night auight be misled Into endimting
this libel. Bor 1 think, genilemen, you will agres with me that the investigation of distant
und half forgotten fields of history maturally prodaces a physical sz well as an Intellectual
hunger, and those who have sent our plonesrs, many of them:ladies; going long distancos in
wrains, i beats, and even on elephanis; s well an walking mile2 in the san will readily sduit
that their attinade was more practical than patronizing. and that they fully earned the excellent
breakfastsand tifiny which oor friends, Mr. James Loke and Mr. Firminger bave provided for
them:: But our sctual patrons are not those who patroniee hlstery but they are among those
who make history. We have our present Viceroy and Covernor-General, Lovd Mino,
sod our late Viceroy, Lord Curzon, than-whom no one fs more heart and . soal i -sympathy
with the objects of our Society. Then we have oor Lisutenani-Governor, whom we ail
greatly rejoice tosee amangst us toesighy, and L shall have o call npon him, for & few
words' In wnswer to this toast—words which [ brow will be eloguent s well as sympathetic
&5 Sir Andrew Fraser's words always are,

Our Chief Justice, Sir Francis Maclean, will, by his commanding presence, il a. very
Iare nicha In the history of Calcutts and in addition (o bemg u Patroo be iz also the xhis
and eneryetic President of this Soctety. Lord Avebury, who iz better known to most of ds
as Sir Johs Lubbock. has devoted ns muuch of his-great (ntellect to the elucidation of the
history of man as he has to that of bees, which Iz saying 8 good deal. Lond Reay, whom
yom knew aa a former Governor of Bambay, has, since his return to Englund, been foremost
in kis suppor of all Socleties thad have for their abject (he mivancement of Indian Ineresis,
And before lenving our Patrons in Englund 1 waull ask youo to do especial honous 1o the
nathe of that *fine old English genteman Doctor Menry Elmsley Busieed, the fourth
edition of whose book on Calcuita 1§ uow ot 14 way to us  Though he has rveileed for,
1 belleve, mure than (wenty years he has gever lowt his deep interest In Caliuta and |
think 1 may say, with all respect to our other local blstorians, that Dr. Dusteed's boalk will
always be the most valuable as It is the most populas history of this clty,
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Axls most fitting in o city whose history has besn bargely elucidated und preserved
by the untiring and too often insufficiently scknowledged labours af her clergy, the names
of the Metropolliun la India, who presides over (be diocese of Calcutia, andof the learned
Archhishop of the Roman Catholic Chirch, uppear among our moit valusd Patrans

Whils of distinguished Indian noblemen we have the Maharajah of Coock Behar, the
Mabarajah of Durbhanga the Nawah Babadur of Manbidabad, who is descended ffom 3
line of Mohamaedan rulees, whase higory s jatimately bound up with that of Calewita npe
always tothe gratification of the Inhabitants of the Later city, and bad byt not lesse 1 would
mention the Mahayaj Adhira) Bejoy Chand Mahatuh Fahador of Busdwan, whose name |
have reserved to the end | firnly, becawse you cannoy have failed 1o notice him ifhe b
anywhere about, for he will reqults & larger nicke i history tham even our President, &
miche which we are all convinced from his eatly promise be will inost worthily i, and
secondly becanse | bave been asked 1o associate his name with this wast and 1o call upon
him for & reply which | have the greatest plessare in doing.

H H. THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.

His Honor the Lieutenant-Covernor said : 1 feel myself, | was going to'say, rather in a
mess, bui thal may pechaps be regarded as havdly appropriale oo an occasion like thly, but
what | mean is rather in 3 maze, | doo't precisely undersiand the position. s accorduace
with s well known costam in Calcutta—pot long before coming o this dinner—1 received &
friendly and a kindly leiter asking me for 3 copy of my speech. | wynte 10 my friend that |
was glad to be able to inform him that | had an evening of ease and want of care before me.
! hadmo idea | would be called tpon to make s speech at sll.  When | came here 1 found
thist the reply 1o the toast of the health of the Patrons of the Society was to be made by the
Makara) Adiraj of Bardwan, | am stepping into his place and it ls not at &1l & position thay
1 want to occupy. 1 don't precisely know why [ thodld be where the Maharaj Adhiraj of
Bordwan ought to be, und I am glad to koow that i1 is only temporarnily that 1 pccapy hin
place. He i3 1o follow me.  Then, ufter the toast has been proposed, | am tald we are 1o beay
the song of n * Fine Oid English gentleman * and 1o bave par attention drawn by that soag
to the venerable Dir, Boweed. 15 seema as ol all the world be sad and weary, everywhere |
roam, 1 fied myselfl nexy 1o my foend, Mr. Firminger; who stamed off his most delighiiul
speech with thooghts of bow like I am 10 Job Charnock—a man who, worn out with his work,
weary of the criticisms of his supertors, throws himesll down under u moese tree.  How fully
can | enter inta Job Tharnock’s feelings.  Then he goes on ruthlessly (o separate me alto-
gether from Job Charnock. He mentions every subject of knowledge worth knowing and states
that Charnock knew them all and that the present Lisutenant-Governor kngws none of them,
Then he goes on to tell merhat there is an intimate connection between Charnock snd me.
after ill because T it in this chair or miher | ocenpy hailf of it along with o mas, wha, | am
perfectly prepured to say, is ready to dispute the larger hall. Altogether | am in 1 wuate of
confusion as to where | stand. | bave listened with the greatest dellght and attention te
the speeches made by the members of the Historical Soclety—1 include the member just
slacted, My, Larmour ; | have lelt how thorough their knowledge is and have become mote
and toove humble; and | have tried 1o make my exrs as lurge a8 [ can, and the rest of my
body as small wa | can 4o that | inay hear sll that bas been suid. And afier 1
have got to the very depth of my humility 1 am proposed as 4 Patron of the Suciety, The
pui‘l'll:llll too swhul for me \o deal with, and | am glad It Is left to oy stalewart
lriuul. Maharsj Adhirs] of Burdwan to reply. There ls one thing | woold like to
ahout (he Socisty, | have waiched, with the grealesi intersst—the enthusinam

&
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of the Society. It has besn ane of the best things we have seen how this Soclely
Is getting on, how thoroughly wlive the members have been, how some of the
members bave worked their very best, and what & splendid magazine Mr, Firminger
has produced. 1 am perfectly sure thit those who have had amything to do whh
the starting of the Society have good reason to be proud of this Tittle piece of work. | thank
you heariily, geatlemen, for the manner in which this toast has been received. | thank you
on behalf of your Patrans for the manner in which you have received their namer. | thaok
you especially for the kindly feeling shown in receiving my mame, | thank you sgaim,
after 2 liness, for your kindly sympathy which [ have felt very much, and for the way you
have welcomed me back. | can assure you it isa very great pleasure that I am 3o thoroughly
recaversd as 1o be able 10 be present with you this evening. | should have deeply regrerted

ft i 1 had been sbsent from this the first—I was golng to say hlsorical—dinner of the
Calenita Histoticul Soclety,

THE MAHARAJA OF BURDWAN.

When 1 received an imvitation for this fessive dinmer, I did not realise at ihe time
that | was to be called apon 1 make = speech on behalf of the Patrons of this Socisty.
However, | am thankful to our esicemed friend, the Lieatenant-Governor, fiar baving thanked
yoi all for the very kind manner in which you kave drank the health of the Patrons of the
Soclety. This Society has a great futare before it ‘With the lang excursions that |t under-
takes, pot only does it do work of research, not only does it do the work of instruction,
but it also cements the emfrnse cordiale betwesn those of the land &nd those wha have
chosen Indiaas their adopred land, & perfect good feeling which is so very neceesary at all mes
and especially now. . Theduties of the Patrons of this Society are yery gruve and respousible
ones, for as my friend, Mr. Justice Holmwood, said “weare called 10 be makers of
history" Indis f2 a land of history and tradition and | tust that, I years to come,
when this Historical Society of Calcuttn has sprend itself and become the Historical
Society of India, with branches all over Indis, that it will be making history that thoss who
come after us may be still proud of. 1 trust that us & patron of this Soclety, | shall be sbie
1o further the interests of this most iuteresting Society ina way that will be oot only
valuable to the Society, but alsa instroctive to myself, ! was glad o fiud my friend, Mr.
Justice Holmwood, mike a reference to o mun who Has left the shares of Indiz, but who has
the interests of India close to his beart, lu the words of Kipling “lie may have hostled the
Kast," but I think the Historfcal Society will, whes they go on with thair share of the work,
find they owe a great deal to Lord Curzon. | don't thiok any Viceroy has ever taken such
an interest in the beautiful monuments which lndiy possesses, and I trst that every
member of thit Sooety will foliow his example wnd show a lively interest in the anclent
monuments of India 1 cannot holp joluing the chorus of approval about the excellent
magazine that this Socicty Is bringing ou, lndlmmul_hu.tnthlhnndnﬂfiuptmnt
Editor, it will go on becoming more and more interesting to those that take any trug
interest | historical mesociations 1 m.luuhn, I thank yoo all on behail of my
humble selff us well as the other Patrons of the Society, for having drunk our bealth so
enthusiastically,

THE REV. UANON T. E. F. COLE.

It is my proud privilege that the “ most grave, reversnd and potent signnrs * of thig
leasned Society have entristed me with the toast of our Vice-Presidunt, the Hog'ble Chief
]mﬁuﬂ;mpini.whouihuutmmnfwm:m:m:‘cwuth-plﬂn,' '



538 BENGAL : FAST & PRESENT.

| may memtion, ue one excpae for effictoncy in carrylag one my sk, thar there (o an
saderstanding botween the ViceFrendens and mysatd thar whae | sy shall be briof, aweesr,
tot hydmaulic as 1o hus depariure; nor an X.mylag of bin vinues.  Buing subjscted to such
limitations, and wih & further handicap which 3 bumble individual feels through being
ugeected evem for an occasion with sugtal persons und thiogs. [ feel like the cobbler m
the political discossian.  ~ This ‘ere. damonstration 15 u iwo-sdged sword ; if we play with it
we shill have our fingors bumt® The safest thing 13 to aflow one's remarks 10 be an ‘slender
agd wmisalynical, as the cosvessation between the two friends wha recongited exch other
half-way across the Englisk Channel +—" Halln, old man golug scroas ¥ " Yes, 1 think
&0 uid chap® I did very well for the occsslon |

Crentiemen,—This erudite Society seemed 10 spring like & Minerea fully equipped and
famous from the brain of that Jupites, My Firminges, whoss head ueems to seeibe with
Leagues, Societies and other resdy-mude Mintrvaz Bit even youthfl Minerva raqiires
n chaperone : and our distinguislied Vice-President. by his gesermity and genial kindsesy,
by a3 persoral soquuintince with the diskricts of Bengal and the deep respect and affection
in which he is heid there, by his devotion 10 the Society's mission Lo demonstrute the
interesiz of lifv, delighting the mind by its provisive of Ulessture, or recreation snd edeca.
tve tours, has earned (he sincere thanks of this Society and the publlc for its not kaving
resulted b the mnere  sailing of 3 litle paper bowt * which mow predicted, but for the
soccess which has attended its vperstions anld gusraniees fos it & yaluable e, The
Society mist dlways remewdies the Hoo'ble Chief Jostice Rumpin?s name with * Maxima
Revegentia

Cantlemen, —The sesr approach of our henoured Vice-Presdent’s dopatture makes
dime of ve elder ones teflecy Eha ! fugaces, pouthame, prithanee, bibsntur anni ! does 4
not? Ryt when we temember the lund to which be it going we huve thit consolation, m
the words 6l a Wilishire epltaph :

* Her thall nol returs to we,
"' But s do Hope 1o go to she | ¥

No dotbt some street or squite of Calovits will be honoured herealter with our Viee-3
President's name ; bul ooe ress assured (hat fo auch |ncident n comnection with |t cn
take place as that of the two cockneyd in & cominental hotel where the walter recommended
the Chiiant], and ooe replied that be wished 1o deink Boticelll ; and on the disappearance
of Alphaose, the other reprasched his friend thus | “ You owl, Boticeffi |« not & wine, but &
cheese

But before wishing cur Viee-President adiey, | know that he will aon think wukindly of
e for repeating 4o old and, | hope, forgiveablejoke. | defersmtially aapure bim that it  solely
Propées ertentlam postprandialess and with no reflection Imtended on iz honoured pro-
hﬂlﬂsl.ﬂMlﬂmlﬁm.ﬂhﬂﬂnllmnﬂhh-mnmﬂlnh'lm
him tohave & dig &t me lnretuen with sowe similar plessaniry. [t has been said that &
lawyer goes Into the profession to get on | he goes an with i to get honour, and he goes out
of it to get honest, Our Vice.Prealdent has reached the comparstive degree safely, on which
we offer him our heastfelt aod  respectlul congratalations ; he has *carried his bxt® with
digmity nnd success and la stiil " oot out | everyome  glad about his knighthood. Wa are
privileged tomight to offer bim respectfully ons hest whe for the long enjoyment of that
suporlatlive degree of I‘HP’PI'IIH‘. whith he bas won m:m.: Freed from M
respenaibilivy we trust (it b will enjoy, with bis toved onea for many 4 yeay, the humour of
ings, 1ho joys of rose-growing, excellence at thar * game of King'y croquel,” to which he
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Is-addicted alrsady, the goquistion, if be 4o choosss, of dalightiil, I weeless, knowledge,
plessnrs in objscts of art, above all the caltivation, mare than ever, ol Things Divise, 3mid
the retired contempplative lawns and ylades and panslled halis of his atherland

THE HON. SIF. ROBERT FULTON RAMPINI,

1 assure you | greatly appreciate the hooonr paid me- lo-oight in drinking my heahh,
and | am grateful to Canon Cole for the kind terms in which he has proposed it Canon
Cale has indniged In some good-natiwed pleasantries wt the cxpense of wy mame aod oy
profesgion. This is nol sorprimmg. | 18 quite sateral, for we all koow, and mjoice to know,
that our friend Canon Cole ik & “'merry old soul®  If he hos not already called for his
“ pipe™ he will do so presently, Hiz “bow!® | se¢ he has befors him, and 1 hope he w
enjoying himsell, As for bie ' Gddlers three,” Mr. Lobo has provided more than that number.
Hut | must say a wordin defence of my profession, which | venture to think has advantages
over even that high vocanion o which Canon Cole hs= been called,  For, if Canon Cole
wereever o express a plous prayerthat any should be cternally condsmned; which, of courss,
be would never do, there would be no cenainty as to whether his wishes were complied with,
whereas if |-said to s man * ¥ou be hanged.” the oddsare 10 to 1 that he would be. Canon
Cole; in his more serions moments, has overwhelmed me with praises for my labours in
connection with the Caloutia Histoncal Society, bus T'do not feal thue | deserve all the kind
things which he has said. 1 assure you it had been 4 matier of pure unalloyed pleasure (o
me toact as Vice-President of the Calcona Historical Sociely. | make over my offce wilh
regret even 10 the more capable hands of my beother Stephen. 1 have thoroughly enjoyed all
the expeditions in which [ have takes part. [leave Calcutts with the greatest regret. i
bas iz disadvantages as & place of residence, among which | watld meution s swful heat
la the hot weather, its exorbiant and ever-rising house reat, its anarchisis with thaie
bombs and threatening ietters. and e vapidly increasing number of motor-cars.  Notwith-
standing these disadvantages, it is yet, (o the words of S5t Paal "ng mean City” full of
lustorical associations, and of charming people—which goes without saying—for is it oot the
abode of the members of the Calentta Historical Soclety? It is a place, igo, where if youu
stay long enough as 1 have done, alinost everyons of note In the world will ssover or lates
pay you m wisit. It is, further, & great cemire of commercial nctivity, where 1 an told
fabulous fortuties are easlly made by speculating in coal shares. 1 first came to Calcutts
In 1854, jusl after the cyclone of October of thatyear. Thecity was then in ruins. But
the great featurs of Calcutta that struck me on my wrrival was the never ending nolss of the
creaking of the wheels of bullock-curts  There mnhuu_byp-hw compelling carters
to grease the wheels of their carts, snd the strident and ear-piercing creaking of the
wheels of carts began early in the woming and west on without cessation till nightfall,
Then, the sirests wers crowded with palamguing, which in these days were quite as respeci-
able means of conveyance as fica gharies sto ngw.  The, paliibearers lay in wait at the
corner of the sireety, and literally mobbed and carried off his legs the anwiry pedestrian.
But the most objectionable feature of Caleuita In these dsys was the dlthy state of the bye-
sireets. There were then no covered drains, and the stie of the, bye-sireets, even such
respectable thoroughfures as Middlston Street, Harriogton Street ; and Elysium Row, was
such that oo one could walk on fot la them, Adjutant birds then sat on the tops of the
houses In the day time, and they and jackals did the work of scavengers at night. Preseny
residents of Calcutta can have o idea of how much they owe o the Corperation, which bas
wransformed the town inte, i not & “ Clty of Palaces,” yet & city of clean utreets where poople
can |ive and breathe and foliow thelr varlous callings withoul much discomfors or dapger 1o
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thelr lives. The transformation in the state of the streets of Calcutta (hat has takes place
since 1854 i 53 greal as the Improvement in the roads of the Highlnnds which was efecied
by the labours of General Wade You may remember the [ines—

" Had you seen these roads before they were made,

You would lift up oo hands and bless Generai Wade*

The Ganger of motor-cars is, however, Increasing. | fear the residents of Calcutta may
soon be Io as parlous = state as the peopls of Londen, whare | am told, owing to the nimber
of motor-cars and motor 'buses that go rushing madly abeat, creating huvor wherever they
Eo, peaple are now divided lnto two classes—the quick and the desd,

I'shall leave Calcutta nest Thursday night with 3 heavy beart. [ shall be YEUY SOITY
o iy good-bye to my friends, both Eurcpean and Indian, particalarly to the members
ol the Culcutts Historical Society In whose company | have spent maoy pleasast and
bappy days 1 feel sure that pext cold weather, when, amid the fogs and cold of my
vative land, | shall, according 1o Canon Cole's prediction, be pliying “ King's croguet © {1
don't koow whal that js, but 1 hope it is nothing very bad), | shall envy you your bright
sunny days and your glovious atmosphere [ shall envy you those delightful expeditions
which you will make personally condacted by Mz Firminger, 1shall be with you in the
ﬁﬂtuihmnpdlumg,mIMImlymhmmtﬁmdmmm¢m
Interesting pages of Bemgal @ Past and Presenl.
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Ehe Secretary’s Paaes.

E publication of historical records ix, of course, one of the
ptimary objects of the Society. The Exocutive Committes,
by way of experiment, has sanctioned the publication of
a Specisl Memoir on the subject of the Massicre of Patna
in 1763 It is much to be hoped that this step will be

- justified by the suppert it receives from the members of
the Socioty and that funds will be avallable for firther attempts to place
the old recards at the dispesal af students.

Mg Broox Fox sends us n photograph of the “little howse at Arrah "
asitis In'the present year of grace. The story of that historlc house is too
well known to need repetition here.®

Mr. A. de Cosson sends us some interesting views =—

1. A pencil eketeh of all that ia left of the bridge over Nagrinala about
three miles from Arrah—the scene of Captain Dunbar's disaster and
death, followed as it was by the heroismn which won the V.C, for two Indian
Civilians—McDonnell and Ross Mangles.

2. Moti Thanna Waterfall near Sakrigali in the Sonthal Pergannas—
Mr. de Cosson writes © * Wm. Hedges painted it between 1778 and 1784 and
visited it with Cleviand,” T

3 Twa photographs of the Mosque of Mangal Hat near Rajmuhal,
“ Hodges diew this too, and his letterpreas shows that it jodged Adams
after the victory of Udwanala. 1t has been repaired by the Goverriment,
and lies on the old *river road ' from Murshidabad to Monghyr and beyond,

* Iy may howerer be worth while to troed bere 1hat Herswald Crsafind Waks disd ca igth
Decemiber 1998, A tmwwpmpey of the thee wpote ; ' My Hoesld Cranfon] Wake, shose dealh b
sntognesdl Uy ses gl welegrem, [ bew knpwn to fame s *Wake of Arml”  Eniesing the Beogal
Civil Serelen s 1851, b waa Collector of Shababad when the Matiny hroke oct. The fide bilflard
mhmmdm]u@%hmlﬂmm“nmwhhﬂ
ilsa 1itf% Bend of districe affetals, s will 1o be vemn. The episode fonm me of the e galbint of the
ey gallass ephvadun of he. Mutiny yeer, sl 16 will be ong bafors the Deviom il Wake snd Boyle
and Calvin i fompretm. Thh_n#fhﬂphlﬂlmﬂduhhmmdhudﬁh-brﬂh
Gronge Trerslyss In W Compelfiiem—smsbiad, bus the dully disry weliten Ly Wike an the wall *at any
el i case we sloghl Le scrngeed * was mueny yrars sgn ohlitenisd by the rethles shitewasdi of an
jgocmmnl **petiorne.” It iy Ie foand repadaced i R o B Mogio Willlemy' Messerialr of
O Wailybnry Caliage. M. Wake, who wss born in r8al, wae created o B for his services anid
yetired oo wecomet of 1-bealth 1o loog epo an 18647



542 BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT.

along which many armies passed besides Adams’. This road is fasg dis.
appearing in parts.”

The Soclety has to express its thanks to Messrs, Thacker, Spink & Co.
for the coloured reproduction of Daniel's view of Chandpa! Ghat in 1797,
The Jarge house with towers on the Howrah side of the River was the home
of the Royal Military Orphanage before that institution was transferced to
Kidderpore. The Society is also indebted to Messrs. Thacker, Spink for the
excellent portrait of Surgesn-General 11, E. Busteed which decorates the
present number.

A FEW copies of Mr, Majumdar's Musnnd of Murchidabad are still in
the hands of the Secretary for sale to members of the Society at the reduced
price of Re, 3-12. The book is full of interesting illustrations, and is the only
adequate guide book to the city of which it may be truly said that the British
Raj was born there.

VERY many of the members of the Society were unable 1o avall them-
selves of the opportunity of visiting Plassey last cold weather, 1f a party of
m'lmth:nﬁx!ymhégulmgeﬂw,ithpmppﬁdihuﬂamynhnulﬂbe
revisited in December or January next. Mr. Firminger is of opinion that
it would be best to devote the whole day this time to the inspection of the
battlefield and not attempt to add Berhampore to the programme.

ABOUT the same time as the present fssue of Bemgal : Past and Present
appears, the reprint of Mrs, Fay's Origynal Letters will make its appearance.
As this work is published under the auspices of the CH.S,, it is but natural
that 1 should express the hope that the 500 copies, which have been printed,
will find o rapid sale. The publishers are Messrs Thacker, Spink & Co. I
this effart justifies itself, the Editor hopes to follow up the publication of
Mrs. Fay by a companion volume made up chiefly of the hitherto un-
published letters of one of Mrs. Fay's friends—Captain John O'Dennell of
the Privateer Death or Glory,
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