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Ko. 70,

Pestos LooG,
1st Jany. 1798,
My dear and hond. Sir,

{dly and unprofitably as T shall in all probability pass the ensuing yesr
1 will st least begin it well; ani botter | cannot beégin it than by devoting
to you, next to our great and common Benelactor, that Almighty Being who
ligs made you beneficent aud me gratefnl, the first affices of it. Tumer wiil
linve told you that I accompanied him us far ba Newbury for the Purpode of
sunversing with Mr, Toomer o (s subject of his Fishery, and if you did nnt
kuow {hst the unemployed have {he lesst Leisurs vou would perhups wounder
that T have not till sow been ahle to find o moment for impariing to yon the
Result of my Enquiries. T fenr it will not afford you that Fulness of Bulis-
faction which your own keen and necurste Spirit of [uvestigation muy. have
el vou to expect, aluss, from ming, Fortune seldom favours ihe functive
Tue Day which alter muel Protrastination 1 at length chose for my Journey
to Newbury was unluckily that ol the mirket. Mr. Topmer not anly keeps
i Tronmongers Shop but 3 Bank und the Employments of both left hum no
leisure for atiending to enquiries #ven on the subject of his Hobby 1lorse,
and even coming from § persmi whom he so much respects as he professes to
do you. By his watch he gave me exactly len minutes, T shall be glad if
they were so well employed as lo effect in any tolerable degree your purpose.
He saye he will most readily answer any letters you may writé to liimy on the
subjest and T think you may from his performance of his promise obtain
from him that Communication of his Discoveries for which you seemed to wish
snd which will probably Jdie witll him unless ealled forth by some anch
Application, merely boeause he iloes a0l think them worth the trouble uf
imparting.

You wore certainly lod from his copversution very much to overrate (he
extent of his Plan, It was shoply intended for futtening or as lie termed il
growing Trout. 11 T mistake not bo said that in Seven Weeks he hand added
fo the Weight of o single Troul seven pounds, Whea He entered on this
undertaking T am convinced ke meant only fo provide a place for the confine-
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senit of the Fish, and that it was by occident he witorwards discovered thal
the Structure of his Building was ealenluted to feveal {0 lim ull the “Sesrets
of their Prison House!' T -will attewpt to give you a drawing of it

Teiet
tELEL "

Describes the Groand Plan of a small wooden House povered with Tiles—

Na,

Feet.
Heighth of the Walle from the Eves t the Floor ... about &
Leugth ... - .. ubout B
Breadth ... about G

1. Part of {he Hovse A separated helow the Floor from No. 2 by
Wire Work being merely 1 Heceptacle or Stew for the Fish first
destined (o the Kitclien

. 2. The other Part of the Honse A separated below the Floor from No. 2

(sie.) by Wire Wark as sforesaid al oue End, snd open ot the other
End below the Water to the Airing Conrt or open yerd—B. When the
House A is darkened il ls in this Part ol it (mz, in No. 2) that
upon opening the Trup Door D, the Fish are seen without being able
to beholl 1lieir Bpectators.  Mr. Toomer says that amongst the
Candidates for food he oould put it into the gaping mouth of any
ome he cluse and that os the Fish retired he lus frequently stroked
it with Lis hand from the head to the Tail.

An Enclusure open st the Top, intended n4 an Airing Court for the

Fizh and to give them the Blessings of Air and Sun.

Trap Door in No, L
Trap Door in No. 2.
A pair of folding Doors—redching from the Fves of the Touse to the

Surface of the Water, and sepurating it abeve the Water from the
Airi[ng Court], “B. These Doars are shut only for the Pur[pose] of
darkening the House, al other thnes they afre] open
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ili‘. Two Trunks for conveying the Water to the [hlaak]
@, A Grativg for Admitiing the Water.
H. A Grating for discharging the Water.

The depth of the water within the walls is sbout four feet,  Tle walls
of the Court and of the House are of the sawe heightli viz. mhout G feet above
* {hie surface of the water anid are built on Piles. A Plate of timber runs ulong
the top of the piles and cn this plute the walls are erected.  From the surfnce
ol the water 1o its bottom the enclosure Is perfected by what
Mr, Toomer calls pugged FPaling, that s, by Bourds [asteasd ou
the outside of the piles either at right ungles ur parallel with them, if the
latter, ihe lower ends of the Bourls axe driven into the gronnd, and their upper
ends are nailed to the plating. Beneath the waler consequently there are
snrig recesses, Lhe aides of whioh are furmed by the piles; the backs by the
pugged piling, (si0) and the tops by the plate nf timber, It is into these
recesses presented by accident nnd not into any holes formed as you suppossd,
for the express purpose, that the Tronts retired wlien olormed.  Nor
was it in these recesses that they deposited their Spawn, but on
the gravel ot the bottom of the ‘wuter, and  eommonly in the Alrmg
Court—enih pair of trouts vigilautly guarling their own Spawn.  The natural
History of the Animal you will get from Mr, Toomer Limsell, my enguities
were limited to hix Edifice: e attributed bis success in breeding and
tattening fish within this enclosure to the tapidity of the stream which run
through it, the cleamness of its bottom, the nature of the water aud the proper-
ties which it acquired by flowing so near & lorge fown. e sand that they
[fo]und in it & vaviety of substances suitod to theis maintenunce, [but] that
bie wae still obliged to feed them plentifully, and thut [it wJas almost the lass-
ness of ime man to tiks care of them, [the] foml he gave them consisted chiefly
of worme, [The bluilding still remuins unaltared in every part of its
[? construc]tion and the water still passes through if, but [the strejam has
lost its former rapidity and from this enuse simply the Fishery is spoilt, The
stream whiel before sat with oll its violenoe on this bank, is now turned to
the other, loaving the wuter noar the fizhery almost stugnunt, or ol best
moving hut in & lagy eircle,  The dovollary from all {his seems to bie

1st That at the Head of your Water you may erecl this Sort of Coge

for Trout.

2ud That as the Water just rising from e Spring vamnot probably
be impreguited with Subatances suited o the Support of the Trout,
they will require a greater supply from you.

3. That they will no doubt live in this confinement as Birds do in a



4 BENGAL: PAST § PRESENT.

eage but that it is very uncertain whetber they will either Dreed
ar grow fat there.
Yours most faithifully,
Geo. Nesorrr Tuoursox.

P81 received my letters and will pay you for their postage.  You may
receive § India Bonds belonging to Phippsa's Estate, and you ehall have a full
account,  "We ure all well and join in fervent wishes for the welfare of Mrs,
Hustings and yourself.

[Addressed to:—]
Warnsx Hastisos, Esa.,
Daylsford House,
Clipping Norton

N, 76.
To Wannes Haisyixes, Esq
Pextox Lopak,
22ad Feby, 1798,

My dear Sir,

Captn. Thomus Dentoo ia the brother ju law of White in Caleutts, who
b thie very utmost of his power has shewn himself vour Admirer, and who is
much my friend.  For muny others also of Captn. Dentin’s near relations 1
lave a groud regasd,  I4 7s some time sinee I endeavoured to interest ¥oil
Bolulf of an Application whieli He was then miaking for the Cammand of the
Sieallow Packet—untownrd cironmstances compelled him for a while to desist
from his pursuit Dt Le s now in u sitnation o renew it,  Peormit me to hope
thut ws fur as you conveniently can you will aid him in jt, and purticilurty let
mie request thul if the atlempl is not improper or nopleasant you will try to
procure for him the good vitices of Mr. Toplis: Capin. Denton tells me thut
ke line been above twenty years in {lie Ses Service of the Hast India Company,
and i is probable that you us well as mysetf have Leard L spoken of ns o
good officer. Thess T believe are the public grounds on which he prinoipally
rests his application, und 1 flatter myself that they will be ether strengil-
ened than wenkened by the private considersions which I confess help to muke
tie the humble Advoonte of his Pretensions.  ITe has boex unforiundte, is
poor, und has o wife with o family of fve young children, All vou ean with
prapriety do to serve him T am sure von will, asd I love you too well to wish
yau should do more,

1 pma, my dear Sir. Your obliged and abdt. hhle. servi.
Geo. Nesorrr Tuomrsox.
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No. 7T
Pexrox Lobae,
20eh Aprif, 1788,
Aly dear Sir,

1 do assure you I never felt greater puin in nny Application 1 ever mude
than in thet witl which T Lroubled you when you were Last in town. I kuew
lww anxiously both Mrs. Hastings snd yourself wished to procure a Writership
for Henry Powney, and 1 al the same time felt in their full force all the
considerations by which your generous nsture was restrained from so varly
o call on the friendship wod gratitude of Coll. Toone.  The very oritical situa-
tipn however of Henry Powney and his elaims on me made it my duty to do
for him that which I very much doubt whether I should kave done for myself,
and painful as was the duty I performed it. I saw, my dear Siv, the strupgle
of your mind, and my own deeply porticipated in the pain of the conilicl, I
have often thought that nothing could add to my esteem snd afiection for yon
But your conduel on this s on other ocepsions bhus tauglhi me the Fallavy of
such & conclusion, und convineed nme that nothing is so great as to preclude
the possibility of sncrease, Your applicafion to Toone must Lave cost you
wueh, gnid I know bow to estimate it Tt's failure mstewd of lessening adds
to the weight of the obligation which il imposes on me.  For 1 know that
the ill-snecess of your request rohs you of that whieh could have best rewnrdes]
you for the pain of making it. I fHatter myself however that the snoerifive
which you bave made will wot be whally senttored to the winds, but thut i
will ascend to Weaven, and that ne Toone pow knows your wishes lie will sone-
how or other effeet beir completion. In January it seenis he e to linve o
nomination either to Madrass or Bombay. Henry Powney  will be glad of
either, The age T understand to which writerships are limited is twenty-two.
He will be then only twenty-three. If is possible that his nomination may
pass without an examination of his age. If the examination be maide ils true
end and object may perhaps be virtually satisfied by a statement that he has
been metually in India sbove three years and that consequently the period of
his superannuation has been so passed s to fit rather than to disqualify him
for his sppointment.  But if the objeotion with reapect to Henry shall be
found altogethier insuperabls it will not exist against Edward, the youngest
of il M, Powney's Children. Ile is now at ses ns n Guinea Pig in the
Lovd Hawksbury, but upon tiial of this profession he does not like it, nor do
his hrother or his other friends think hine likely to prosper in it, It is indeed
determined that, to whatever other Pursuit he may be devoted, he shall not
persevere in this. For Edward thevelore, if poor Henry cannot posaibly obtain
it & writership to either of the setilements exeept Bencoolen wlll be 5 conswm-
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raation most devonily (o be wished, and T hold 1t up therefore as o sintter of

copsolation to the truly benevoleni Hearte of Mrs. Hestings and yourself that
though all your efforts to serve the family of your deveused friend in the mode
id which shie was pﬁullllﬂﬂ}' solicitons lave hitherto prn'ratl insffectanl tha!
miy yot by the Blessing of God sttain their object, The possibility still

exists, and knowing that you will it you con ovail yoursel? of it, T shull say
nothing further on the subject.  Bosanquet give me o writership for a friend |

Ti T wanted hread for mysel! T shoulil not through his fafiuence liope Lo procure
it even as & labomrer mn the India Honse,

There is b sort of falality atlending you. Iy your pecunipry concerns
you are destined never to have o good burgain. I T were a Heathen I should
sy you bind never sacrificed to Plutus and that the God was affended with you,
You may recollect bow scrupulously 1 insisted on giving you ls 6d. for Lord
Clare’s speach.  But as the Devil would hove it whilst T puid you for one
book 1 robbed you of another.  Upon applying the next morning in the Stage
Coneli to my Pocket for ihie Chancellors Speech I to my great mortification pull-
ed ont the Castle Bpectre. 1 hope there is nothing of evil Portent in  the
cirpumatonee..  But eonsidering Wis Tordship’s infinence st the Custle, and
the Bloody Tendency of his councils the Title ls almost as well suited to him
us to the play, To me Le does not appear u Spirit  of Health, bul & Goblin
damned, and his intents most horrible.  He thal wins may langl, and T
confess T could not help ehuckling to think how completely T had deprived
you of both the Books which you provided for your Amusement in London.
Remember us moet kindly to our desr Mes. Hustings and beliove me.

Truly Your's
Gro. Nesimrr Troursox,

Pextoy Lovae,
No. 78. Monday, 11th June 1708,
My dear and hond. Sir,

I huve employed the greater purt of these three or four list diys kn trying
to find amongst my papers evidence of the ciroumstances under which I found
and transmitted fo you Nobkissen's Bond, but without suceess.

I find the copy of a letter which T wrole to you from India on the 18th
September 1787, It informed you that T had fonnd seversl of vour private
papers and that T had sent them to you under the care of a Mr. Young who
was going to England in the Havensworth. 1 at the same time sant Fou 68
an enclosure in my letter o list of those papers, The list woe nomberod 2,
but unfartunutely I kept no copy of it As the lntter besides giving you a
full aocaunt of iln_tmethmh I hnd taken to find & Burean which you had lost,
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detailed also the steps T had taken and those which T intended to pursus for
ohtuining the Testimonials of the Natives in your favor, il iy possible that
you may have kept the letler and that witl it you may find it's enclosure No.
2. I you do I fuiter myself it will mention Nobkissen's Boml es one of the
papers which 1 had so recently diseovered and then transmitted to you. I
it does not, T shall be able to give no evidencs an the subject, Permit me 1o
request that you will be b the irouble of looking for the list and that if you
find it you will send me a copy of it, with sny suth lints ne oy oocar o you
for miding my recollection of & mreumstance which being of importance ta
you 1 ought I confess to remember better than I do. T shall try by my own
efforts to procure the information which Shawe wishes to obtain from me.

Mrs. Thompson 1 thenk God comtinues to enjoy her usunl good health
—our ohildren for tlis fortuight past have been afflicted with the Hooping
Cough, but not in & very violent degree, [ was lust week in London for a
few doys, and was happy to learn not only that Mrs, Hastings and yourseld
were in Ligh health and spirits, but that Mr. wnil Mrs. Imhoff were returned
from Lisbon heppy in the greal Dlessing which they hud sought there. 1
sincerely hope that they may long and uninterruptedly enjoy it. I sm so busy
in making my Hay that T scarcely allow myself time to think whose Horses
are 1o eat it. whether my own or those of France, or of the Euglish Army or
of English Rebela. Where do you suppose Bunoparie is gone? IE 1 hind
Leard sny one say to Asia 1 should not have thought him mad. but I am
afraid to suy so myself leasi others shonld think me mad. You were right
when in Allusion to Strafford’s trial you thought your own the prefude to
great onlamities.

G.N. 8

Toowe has belmved nobly amd has filled us with gratitude to yon end
Mrs. Hastings as well as to himsell.
[Addressed to:—]
- Warnex Hasrmxas Esa,
Davlsford House,
Chipping Norton.

No, 70
Pestox Lobar,

Tuesday 2Lst August 1798
My dear and honil. Sar,
My remissness in thanking you for your last truly kind letter, is hut
ill caloulated to ponvinee you of the delight and gratitude with which I
read it.  One of the advantages of your present situntion is that you may
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Listen to the professions of your wdmirers withowt -any distrust of their
sineerity, and Lavail myself of It (o assute you that there is no humin being
for whom 1 have bLalt the veneration I feel for you Yon may
therefore  conceive low  lappy 1 was rendered by your approval
of my vonduct on un oceasion by far to me the most interesting and import-
sut of my whole Tife. 1t s 1 believe a truth thad without oy efforts yom
woulidl not hove received the testimonials of the Natives, but it Is T am
thoroughly convineed w much move indispritabie truth that such efforts us
mine multiplied o Lbundred fold could not 'have provured them lor sny
other mun in existence. Prann Kisshwry Sing when he bronght me some
of them said—" 7t s for Mr. Hastings only that this could be performed.
Lord Cornseallis thaovgh fie is new in the Govéenment conld nat obtain such
documents in hix favar were ke to seek them with all his influence."

Thovgh 1 bave not elavation of mind enough (o covet fame T eonfess T
am wilicitous of the good ppinion of the few who sre denr to me and laudare
¢ te loudate wira ¥ shall always consider as my highest Lomor gl greatest
happiness. Tt is T aeknowledge to wlvance mysel! in your esteem thut 1 tell
you 1 had much to stroggle with in the Exeeution of the Commission you
assigned me; Both Slhore and Latkine treuted it us impanctionble.  Lond
Cornwallis mod Col. Ross affocted to consider it as ill advissd, gnd indiserestly
conductad.  Though you Lal left very fow ensniies there worn still enough
of thew to thwart and impede the progress of an individual s0 bumble and
unsupported as mysel! in an undertaking of wo much delicany and diffioulty.
In illustration of the latter position 1 will give you one instunce which I
select not DLeewuse 1 js whove all others the most convinring, but because it
i the most simple..

Cowper was in the Board of Revenue, und if T mtatuke nok the President
of it, hee was cortuinly its most efficient member, he was become the only
powerful protector of Gunga Govind Sing and Praun Kissurn against o com-
binstion of villains slmost as rancorous and unprincipled we those who were
opposed fo yoursalf in England. Without his approbation Praun Eisshurn
Bing conld render me no effectunl nssistance, and Hatoh the Colleotor  of
Dinngepoor and others of his dependents consulting whal they conceived
would be bis wish had, T found, under o varisly of fatile pretexta refused
to forward to the Presidenvy Testimonials whioh bod been tenderad fo them
for that purpose. T heosme necessury for mo therefore to conciliate to
my undertaking the Good Will of Cowper.  Fortunately T hail entortainsd
for him those sentiments which facilitatod the attempt.  Even when you
were in Indis and during the height of those animositien which his intem-
perance and T fear the evil designs of others had genersted between you, T
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wttributed much of his misconduct to mistaken notians of Lonor towarda
Biistow and after your departure 1 had wimired him for hiz manly support
of mamy of your native friends. In our comman dufence of them T Lad fre-
queént communication with him, and T found Lim capable of much elevation
of sentiment—animated in the praise of vittne, snd indignant against every
thing buse and mesn. 1 therefure ventured to write to him the fallowing
letter.
(Copy-)
Alapaor, 11th October 1787,

“Dear Cowper.

«1 will not apologize for the Liberty 1 take in addressing you on the
“subject of this letter, sinee it s a liberty prompted by the very favourable
“ypinien which 1 enterfain of yoir eharacter, Mr. Hastings in letters re-
~eeived by the Minerva wud addressed to Mr. Shore and myself hus appealed
“Uirough us to the Natives of this counlry for their opinion of his pomdust;
smot doubting that iheir testimonies will clear ai least lhis fature Fume from
siany of the sspersions with which his enemiss in Englund have lnboured
“to blacken it.

v Praun Kisshun Sing hns: promised lhis assisiance in collesting  the
Usuffrages of the inhalitants of Bengal, but impressed with a grateful sense
sigg flie patronage with whioh you lave bonoured him. He thinks thad he
“in eandour bound to make known to you the part he is prepared to act.

“Par from disoouraging this proot of his attachment to an absent amd
‘iperseciited benefactor you will T am convineed spprove it, snd, unless T nm
wsnuoh doesived, his conduct onl this seeasion  will serve to confirm  the
“yavourahile opinion which you slready entertain of him.

“To many minds T might appear to be noting & very hazurdons pact in
“ihus freely communicating Lo you a design which has My Jlasting’s inter-
wgst for it's object; but it is not the interest of Mr. Hastings alone—circums-
“inmoed pe hie is, it is the common interest of Truth, of Justice, of Huomanity,
vand T am suré therefore that in you it will not find an encmy.

iTp truth Cowper I foel a convietion gronnded on my observation of you
“Juring the time I have known you, that Lowever causes originsting more in
vothors than in yousselves may lnterly have placed you in opposite Lines of
"Politioks you cannol approve the conduct of his enemies in England, nor wish
“4¢ dany him say fair and honourable means of doing Tustice to his imjured
“Repuiation, It is in this canviotion that T have ventured to wrile to you
itynd that T subsoribe myself with great esteam.

“Most truly your's
« Ggo. Nessrrr Troursos.”

|I LLE
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Ihe letter produced its intended uffect. Ho encouraged Priun Iisshun
Sing W procsed and wrote to Hatch, He showed me his letter; I did not
request a copy of it, but from mewory submiitted its substance to puper, and
this i a copy of what T find written o the occasion i my book of
frpermn e M.

Guhstance of Cowper's lettér (o HMatele

“Yourd nf ihe found me returmed to Calouiin,
“pothing the better for my late excursion, My eyes are still so had “that
T donot belisve T should write were il not that what you tell me of Ram
“{hnt absolutely requires me to do so.

“Mr. Mastings in vindication of his character hus appesled to the Natives
ot this country. Government knows thut ho has done so, and does uot
woppuse it Notliing is less intended than to influence the. suffrages, Tell
“Ram Caunt that ang wnangst the zemeendors (for the requisition is. |
«elisve addressed to-all) may either sign if s it is, or ulter il. or reject it
“ultogether without feur of punishment or hope of retribution.

“I4 is dne to Justice that Ar. Hastings should have the benefil of say
tovillenee whicl Le thinks may serve him. It is due to common Justice thit
il Natives in giving thut evidence shoull be lefi to the exervise of their
“own choloe.  Whatever may be the success of the attempt Mr, Hustings's
Uiriends will ansiously wish for it, und you will conenr with me in thinking
Silut his enemies cannot honourably oppose it. Signed Wm. Cowper.” My
journal then proceeds in these words, wic:—

“1 was muoh plessed with it (with Cowper’s letter) and by thie libern-
“lity of his conduet upon this occasion was confirmed in my opinion that had
“not arttn] men laboured to sever him and Mr. Hastings they would ulways
“luve continusd Friends”

Thus my flear Sir have T given yon w very loug story solely for the pur-
pose for whiok Falstaff supposed Hal had given him  Physic—nsmely, “to
make him love ki T wish my soccess muy be better even thun that of
the young Prince, though T eonfess that neither Physic nor long stories seem
te be the mexns best calonloted for the purpuse. 1 write in haste—for I was
farming all the worning. 1 have been with the boys to Stockbridge Ruces
tlis wfternoom, and Powney goes nway early to-morrow morning.  The few

minutes T have yot to spare T shall devout  to Mrs. Hastings, and thus take

my leave of you—ferveutly praying God to bless you

(iza. Nesnrer THoMFSON.
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No. 80. Pestox Lovpar,
Frday, $1st dugnat, 1798
My dear and houd. Sik,

I reached lome yesterdoy by Dinner Tiwe, sod had the Iappivess td
find my Wife aml Children well.  She is to set ont this Evening for
Newhury in hey way to Bisham Abbay, and Lier Deparbure cousequently
gives additional value lo the very few Hours which are yet to precede if.
1 cannol however help devouting a small Portion aof ihe Interval to' my
Frionds st Daylsford, especially as there will be no Post tomoryow., 1 thank
Listh Mrs, Hastings and yourself for your kind Attention to nie, When you
want stext to enforce my Atténdance by a Summons that cannot he Tesisted
tell e you sre nlome. Never again present the Cap of Friendsahip to me
with any -Alloy. Lel me drivk of it full only of the pure Delights which I
find in Ler Conversation and yours. | am not made for grest Men. I receive
g0 little Pleasure in thigir Compuny thet T am sure they can regoive none in
aiine, " Primibus plactwe Vire” will never be either my Proise or my
Iisgrace.

De. White is sure that yous Book has been receivel auld vl
Christokurch, but whether il has been deposited in the publick Library of
ihe College; or in the private Librasy of (e Dean or any other Person Ile
knew not,  He promised to make tle Buquiry by esanining tha Catalogite
uf the Public Library snd to wequaint you with the Result of i, Tn this
Mode the Eoquity can offend no one, and will be attended with all the
Certainty you ean wish.  [f the Boak i¥ nol vel in the Public Library Seud
oné to Dr. White and He will deposit it there.

Dogles Narrative contuims  no Uopy of the Letler from the Tealion
Luma, nor as 1 eoubd find, wny mention of i1. Bogle left Bahar on his
Mission i June 1774 It is but fair ta tell yon that Turner bad intended
to prefix I his Narrative an Tutroduetion of the Sort which it seemed to
me so much to want. This pethaps may absolve you from a Part of the
Burthen with which 1 so presumptionsly endeavoured: to load yon, But
certainly ot from the whole of it, since ihe whole Taiversity will never
be able o well s yourself to explain your Objects in seeking ah Intercourse
with Ohina through Thibes nnd Botan, nor the Uanses which led you to think
the Attempt practicable  May God bless both you and Mrs. Hostinge, and
rewarl your Virtues: Gire. Nzsurrr Trnoupsos.
[Addressed to—]

Wareer Hastmvas, Esa,

Dayleford Honse,
Chipping Norton
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No. 81,

Pexvon Lopas,
1%¢h Sept, 1708,

My dear Toone,

I have had the pleasure to liear of you both from Daylsford and Bishum
Abbey, and il is with unfeigned joy 1 congrutulate not only yourself but
Mre. Toone und all your little ones on your returning heslth. T sincerely
hope that it will be soon perfectly reestablished.

By the directions of Mr. and Mre. Hustings trapsmitted to me through
George Powpey who lately colled oo them, I send you the enclosed papers,
mast earnestly hoping that the sdmission of Henry Powney to the service
will prevent the necessity of recurritig to the certificale of his younger
Brother's Ape.

Befure the deatl of Mes. Powney, I received from her o rogister of the
sges of all her children. By thie it appears that Heury Goorge Claud
Puwney wak born 6ils January 1776, He consequently will not be twenty
thiree years old &ill the Gth January 1700,

I bsve up moins of reeurring to the Aet of Parlinment which prescribes
the Age of Writers, but according to my recollection of i, it can be only Ly
o severe euforcement of it's letter ughinst its spirit st Henry cun be oomsi-
dered us too old for an sppointment. Till e has attained the age of fwenty
three years, hiecan not be asid to have emupleted wore years of Lis age than
twenty two; consequently if his nomination is matle uny time balore the Gih
Juuunry 1799 he will unt be too old 1o receive the benefit of it. Besides the
spirit of the Act, and T adwmit it to be a wise and wholesome spirit, was, to
punrd the service on the ene hanil aguinst boys too mw and young to have
roceiveld the rmdiments of o nseful educstion and on the other against men
too old and baeknoyed in the ways of the worlidl in bring with them into the
service dispositions saited to the duties of it—epainst ruined Gamesters,
bankrupt spesulutors, despernte adventurers and the outcasts in shorf of
all ofher professions and pursuits, If such be in truth the apirit of the Act
lHenty comes not within the prohibition of it. He was educated with o
direet view to the Service. At the oge of eiphteen he went to India with
the reasonable assurapce that a writership wonld <oon follow him and he
hus ever since resided (here requiring (wc) the knowledge and the habits
suited to such an appointment. The Aot it is true requires that no person
shall be appointed a writer who has numbered more years than twenty bwo;
Henry bes not yet numbered twenty three and even according to the Laws
of the Turf where the question of ge is considered with the wtmost possible
mowmen no horse is reckoned more than thee years old, till he is full four.
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With all iliese circumstances in favor of my friend I do earnestly hope my
deur Toone thet you will be able to prevail on the Court of Ihrectors o
avcept your nomination of him, especially as 1 understand thut they
lsse in some few otber imstunces fhough) temselves at Liberty to give-an
enlarged and liberal construction to this part of the Aet af Parliament
rather than a strict sod liferal one. All you can do in favor of Henry 1
am sure you will and i the poor fellow must inevitably loose the benefit of
your kind intentions I have still the consolstion to assure myself that they
will be extended to his younger and more fortunate brother Edward anil
tliat he will repeive your nomination. Do not eonceive that I am so unren-
sonable 52 to ground ihese expecinlions on nny prefensipns either of Mis,
Thompson, myself or her relutions. I am encouraged to enterfain them
solely by the generous attention which you are¢ disposed to show to Lhe
wishios of Mr. and Mre. Hastings.. [ know how muoh it cost them to spply
to your on this occasion, nor do T believe that they coulid have been mduced
to impose this Tax an your gooduess by any motive less cogent than the pions
regard which they bore (o the memory of théir decessed friend and to the
assurances they liad given her. It was an effort of virfue in them fo make
the request and circnmsisnced as I kmow you were it was an effort of virtue
in vou to comply with it. I should be guilty of presumption and impertin-
anice were I o thank either them or you for an sot of kindness whioh in oo
view of it lisd me for its object. But I hope T may without offence for
I am sure I can with great truth pssert that it bas incressed my regavd and
esteam. for all of you.

Mts, Thompson was in London for a few days, she wished to have ealled
on you at Hpsom, but denied herself thut pleasure from & bellef that your
children had never had the Hooping Cough, she having as n companion
whom she could not leave behind her our second daughter Louisa, who is
not vet perfectly recovered from that disordér, Present our regurds to Mrs,
Toone and believe me

Very sineeraly yours,
(Geo. N Tuourson.
[This copy of letter was enclosed in G, Thompson's leiter to Warren
Mustings, dated 27th December [(1708]].

No. 82
Pestox Loner.

Thursday, 6 Nev. 1708.

My deawr Madam,
Powney informs me that you and Mr. Tlastings are in London and that

4
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one of your motives for going thither was to see Mrs. Grindall. Bwift or
Rochfiold bas observed that in the misfortunes of our best friends we com-
monly find something to comfort us, wsnd in  your disappointment I am
tempted to look for my own advantage. As you have not found Mrs.
Grindull in London may I hope that you will come and meet her here. Oup
company left us to day, and Mre. Thompson does not expect to be confined
before the 20.  Within this interval you will probably return to Daylsiord
anil very bappy will you make ns all i in your way thither you will call on
us. It is presumption in mortals to tulk of Happrness; but 1 think you will
find & oheerful and comfortable family, and both vou and Mr Hastings may
enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that you have helped to render it such.
1 write in preat haste; in the shori interval between hunting and dinner, and
with an attention solivited by the clamorons aud importusate endearments
of my dear boy and six ar seven other children.

For Powney, Harry Vansittart, and myself 1 received from Mr,
Hastings three copies of the proceedings on his trial. The paper of that
given to Powney differs fram the paper of the other two. It seems of »
superior kind.. This copy has o proof instead of a print and the text is in
several places corrected by Mr. Hastings's own pen,  Tell him this—that if
the information is of any use he may whilst in town avail himself of it. All
here unite in wffectionate regards both to him and yoursell and I sm my
dear Madam with real gratitude your obliged and faithful servant.

Gro. Neswrrr Troursox.
[Addressed to:—]
Mes. HastrvGs.
Thomas's Tiotel,
Berkley Square,
London.

No. 83,
Pextox Lonee
Thursday, 20th Decr, [1708.]
My dear and hond. Bir,

I write to tell you that Mrs. Thompson wus salely delivered of o fine boy
on Xmoss Eve, or according to the computation of seamen on Xmass day,
for he came into the world after 12 o'clock at noon. Msy God so bless the
child as to make the return of the day welcome to me not only ae o Ohristian
but as a Father. He and his mother continne to do well. You may venture
to oongratulate me, For I am fortunats enough to think that even in these
bod times large families do se well as small ones, In times almost as bad
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it was little Joseph the youngest of twelve sons who saved the lives and made
the fortunes mot culy of all his brothers but of kis aged father. Upleld by
this consideration I dare believe my wife will conour with me in still Iabour-
g for o younger sun.

T send you the loregoing copy of a letter to show you how exactly my
thouglits are in unison with yours on the subject of Toones conduct—FPowuey
shewed me your lust letter—Toons in reply to mine gave me no hopes that
be could effect the appointment for Henry the elder brother, and I presume
iherefore though your letter doez aot say so, that the younger brother has it.
Remember us most affectionately to Mrs, Hastings.

Yours gratefully,
[Unsigned.]
[Addressed to:—]
Waegex HasTiNgs Esa,

Daylstord House.

No. 84.
Pextox Lonee
Thuraday, 17th Jany. 1709,

My dear and hond. Sir,

At home T nover read, not becuuse 1 dislike it, but becanse T ean find
1o Jeisure for it My regret on this sccount would he much more hitter than
it is did 1 not recollect that ** Virtus in actione consist it ™ and did T not accord-
ingly speak peace to my sonl by assuring it that my time is better employed in
taking enre of tny farm and my family then in the more voluptuons impruve-
went of wy wind. It hoppened however about » week ago that 1 had an
evening to pass alone at an Tnu ol Salisbury, and for the enjoyment of it 1
bought a book entitled “British Pablio Characters of 1798 In the intru-
duction T see that your nanie is mentionel as one of those which are to give
value to a fature volume. T tell you this that yon may if you please take
care of yourself. “Communications for the second volume or corrections of
the first are requested to be addressed to Mr. Phillips No. 71, St. Paul's
Church yard” Thongh the publication does not from its onteet seem in
promise much gratifioation to the malicions, yet as it ireats of living charne-
ters it will probably be much read, and afford perhaps to many & man all the
kmowledge he will ever have of them. T wish I bad knowledge or géniua or
industry enough to become your Biographer. But alass! whilst no man
has s more exalted idea of the sublimity of the task, no man has fewer of
the requisities stiited to the adequute performance of it Tn this respect I
know myself, and you may take my word.
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1 failed not duly to inform you that Mree. Thompson wos safely delivered
of g fine boy on Ulristmas Eve, T have now the plessure 1o tell you und onr
truly good friend Mrs. Hustings that both the mother and the child have
continued to do well, Mrs, Hastings and yoursell have so tsught me to look
up o J—u'u for Acts of kindness, that upon ol ovensions | expect it an natural-
Iy as T do Light snd warmth from the blessed sun, or futuess from Che elouds,
To anticipate that kinduess which your gooduess might upou this ocoesion
prompt you to shew e, 1 have to tell you that the litkle Fellow™s Bponsors
are engaged and that in homsge to one of them be is to be called Christopher.
Anstey, Geo, Powney, Mee. Grinddll, Ned Powney and Herry Vaensitfart
unite with Mes. Thompson and myself in afiectionate regards to you and M
Hustings and T am Deur Sir,

Yours most faithfully,
Gro. N. Taoursoy.
I M. and Mre. Imhoff are with you remember us to them.
[Addressed to:—]
Wankexs Masrives, Esa.
Daylsford House,
Chipping Norton.

No. 8.
Copy of n Leiter trom (eo. Booth Tyndale, Esq., & young Solicitor
in London to Mr, Thompson.
Lixoorxs Iwx,
Sth March, 1799,
Deur Sir,
You will oblige my Uncle Mr. Warre as well as mysell by writing to
M¢, Hastings on lhe Subject of the Letters, ete, on the olher Side and
when you receive his Answer {o favor me with it
1 am idear Sir, ete.,
Signed. Gro. Boorn Tyspais.

First Enclosure in the above:

Copy of n Latter from John Tyndule Waere, Far). to Geo, Booth Tyndale.
My denr Sir,

Having waited in expectution of hearing thel something might have
been done relative to the late Mr. Jopet's Demand uwpon Mr. Hastiogs from
the Uonversation T held with Mr. Thompson in 1793 T have mow to reguest
the Fuvour of you to see Mr. Thompson 1f in Town or communicate my
sentiments to him and requesl his kind Inlerference. Undémstanding

L EX

b
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Mr. H. is now fully competent to discharge the 200£ and Interest. I desire
yo more than the usual Hate of Interest from 1748 to the present time for
the Money, which considering the Advantage Mr. Hownrd Hastings made
of it I eonceive mot unressonoble. If you think it necessary lo state any
Part of the Conversation that passed between 3Mr. T. and myself upon this
Subject I refer you to my minutes taken in 1798 which are in your Possession.
1 shall hope to Liesr from you soon, and helieve me sincerely yours
Sigoed, Joux Tyspie Wamge.
Vens Sreser Horer,
4 March, 1799
Secand Enelosure in Mr. Tyndules Letter to Mr. Thompson.
Loxpos, 18th Feby., 1793.

My, Hastings having been informed by Mr. Thompeon of Mr. Warre's
Application respecting the £200 due from the late Mr. Howsrd Hastings,
Mr II. desired to see all the Papers ralstive to the Transaction between
tka late Mr. L H. and the late Mr Chs. Jones. Mr. W. in consagnence of
s note from Mr. Thompson sent them for Mr. H's Inspection. The Papers
wore vetirned Mr, W, by Ar. T, in o Coach from the Mount Coffes Houpe
to Ceocil Strect Strand, Mr. T. declaring 3r, 1¥'s Sentiments to be that
he knew the Letter datel Gth May 1748 to be the hand of his late Tnele
fi. H. that he would enquire into the Olaim from Mr, Woodman who
possenses Alr, Creswick's Papers or knew his Affairs. Mr. T H. died per-
footly solvent and there wrs sufficient to pay all his Debts. Mr. H. devlured
to Mr. T. that he aliould be glad to discharge the £200 whenever he had
it in his power, provided the Demand appearsd unsntisfed, and ha would
embrace the earliest oppartunity of so doing but from the severe Trinl he
fas undergone his Cash was nearly exhsusted.

Mr. Thompson desired Mr. Warre to rest well contented that Mr. H.
had promised him the Money should be paid as soon as he had it in his
Power.

Mr. Thompson's Auswer to Mr. Tyndale.
Pextox Lopaw;
Oth March, 1790,
Dear Sir,

Upon coming home after an Absence of some doys 1 hav#é received your
Favour of he 5th Instant, contuining Copies of Mr. Warres Letter to you
datad the 4th Tnst., and of hir minutes of the Conversation which passed
botween him and myself in 1794, relative to lis Demand of a Sum of money

5
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from Mr. Hastings. 1 confess the Perusal of these Papers much surprizel
me, as they placed the Tronsuction which they concerned ina Point of View
different from that in which it sppeared aecording to my Reeslleotion of
it.

From Mr. Warre's Letter 10 you it would seem 1hat he has not only
legal Demund of the Principal Svim of £200 against M., Hastings; but tha
he displays some moderation in desiving " no more than the usual Raute of
Interest from 1748 to the present time” From Lis minute of the Canver-
sation between Lim and myself it would seem that Mr. Hastings through
me hod sdmitted the Demand us thus stated, and bad promised o satisfy
it 88 soon as Lo should have it in his power g0 bo do,

In this View of the Subject I cannot possibly acquiesce. Upon recus-
ring ta a Diary which I have heen long in the Habit of keeping T finid that
I aleo made s mémorandum. of my Conversation with Mr. Warze in 1793,
As it throws some Light upon the minute taken by Mr. Warre I will sub-
Joiu a Copy of it for his Perusal sincerely wishing that it may afford 1o
his Mind a8 much Satisfaction s it does to mine.

When st the Reqnest of Mr. Warre T formerly undertook fo lay  his
Claim before AMr. Hastings T had frequent opportunities of seeing  that
Geutleman, and 1 hoped thut by my Tnterference 1 might save Trouble to botl
Parties. This Motive for my [nterference exists no Jonger: For living, as
1 now do, wholly in the Counfry at a Distance from Mr. HMastings T Lave
seldam the Happiness of seeing him, gn cansequently have no other means
of communicating with him {han by Letter, a means which Mr. Warte
passesses ns well as myself und to which 1 take the Liberty of referring him.

With my Compliments to Mr. Warre T remain

Dear 8ir Your obedt. hble. Servt,
Gro. Neseirr Taoursox,
Exiruet from My, Thompson’s Diary referred to in his Tetter fo Mr. Tynidale.
18¢h Feby., 1793,

“Met Mr, Tyndale Warre by his Appointment st the Mount Coffes
“House and returned him his Papers—telling biin us my own opinion that
“"should Mr, Tastings upon Inquiry be convinced that the money had not heen
“repaid, He would, i# it were ever in liia Power, pay o the Representatives ni
“Mr. Jones the principal Sum of £200: not from any Delief (hat
it wae borrowed to send him to Indis, but solely from Respect to his
“ Uncle's Memory.”

[These copies of letters were enclosed in G. Thompson's letter to Warren
Hastings, dated 12th Murch, 1709.]
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No. 86.
Pexyox Lopag,
12 March, 1799,
My dear and hond. Sir,

The foregoing Letters will exploin themselves, and bring to your
Recollection a Transaction whiclh Liss probably escaped it. Mr. Warre's
Statement of it is correet as far os it is not cantradicted by my Memorandum,
That is, it is true you read the Papers; that you said you would eonsull
AMr, Woodman on the Sabject of them; that yun expressed your Convietion
thet tle Letter purporting to be written by AMr. Howard Hastings was in
his hand writing; that he died solvent; and that if the £200 remained un-
poid you would be glad fo pay it whenever you shonld lave the means of
doing so. Mr. Tyudale is a worthy young man not long established as a
Solicitor at Law, His Unele Mr, Warre was u Schoollellow of mine. Bul
no Intimacy or Friendehip bas ever subsisted Detween us. He is a man of
Fortune, and pbout three or four years ago succeéeded to the fine House
entd Estate of Coplestone Warre Bamfield in Somersetshire. You will
no doubt Lear further from lim, snd you lind better therefore prepare your-
self with all the Information you con obtain from Woodman or elsewhere.

You see you have not yel been wo long remembered as o be forgotten.
The Bingraphiana is out and your Life is put forwand to recommend (Lo
Work., T aw abraid to look st it for it is probable they do not wish to do
you Justioe, and quite certain that they cannot if they would—You must
do Justice to yoursell, and be your nwn Historiun. We are all well. Give
our love 10 our dear Mrs: Hastinge.

[unsigned.]

[Adilressed to—]

Warnex Hasmiwes Esq.,
Daylsford House,
Chipping Narton.

No. 87.

Db. Hovse, 18¢4 March, 1709,
My dear Thompson,

Your letter hos brought to my recollection, though imperfectly, the
communiontion which you formerly mmade to me of Mr. Jones's demand. T
trust  impleitly to  your memorondum, exeept n alight mistake
whieh you must have made of my words. I conld mot have
espressed even the doubta implied by the words " not from pny belief that
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it was borrowed to send " him to India;" because my Uncle never had the
most distunt intention of such a destination. It eriginated with mysel!
ufter my Uncle's deathi; and Mr. Creswicke, who was a Director of the E.
I. Co, gove me his appointment of a writer, At my request <o suddenly
made, tliat it was proposed and passed almest mstantaneously, all the other
nominations heving been previously made. This difference in the fact
makes & wile une in the right deducible from it: for if my Uncle had bor-
rowed the money for my use in ftting me out for India, I sm in comscience
hound to pay it: cerfainly not if it was borrowed for any other in which
[ had no concern.

1 could not possibly bave aaid (ss Mz, Tyndale nsseris) that My, Wood-
man had Mr, Creswicke's papers; because I am morally certain they were
never in his possession.

Ar. Creswicke was my Unele’s Executor; but never gave me any account
af the estate; nor is it in my present knowledge, or even belief, that T ever
recgived any thing from it except two houses at Cheltenham, sinee com-
posing the plough Inn, which T soon after made over to my sister, Mrs.
Woodman, T have reason to believe that Mr. Creswicks himsell disbursed
the expense of fitting me out o India. T have an indistinot recollection of
nn answer of Lis to a demand made by me of an secount of lis administra-
tion, in which ke peevishly declared thst he had paid more than he had
received from the nssets ol the estate.

It the estate continnes iudebted 1o Ar. Jones, or any other ereditor.
My, Creswicke or his heirs ars answerable for it; ke was the administrator,
not I; and I shall ba almost inolined ta put it to the conscience of Mr. Jones
whether he does nol know that such demand was made by his father, and
whether e has ever seen or hos in his possession suy letters from Mr. Ores-
wicke in answer io it; these, if he has, would place this affair in its most
just light—indeed it seems improbable, and next to an Impossibility, that
# person in the possession of n bond for such o sum as two hundred pounds
should neglect fo demand payment of it fom the principal, or from the
known representative, and that it should lie dormant upwards of forty years,
tv make its appearance as a claim upon an indiviidual, who had 0o eriginal
concern in eontracting the debt, nor dorived any benefit from it; and who
perbiaps hae limself claims to a larger amount in the same property from
which this debt ought to have been discharged.

I do not mean by whut I have sail fo diselaim all obligation to discharge
this demand; but the obligation, i any, rests on my own sense of it; as due
only to my decessed uncle snd to my respect to his memory. It cannot,
either, in law or equity be binding on me.
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Having said thus much wpon the subject as it respects Mr. Jones, I
must add @ few words as o justificution of myself, for desiring to leave this
afair in its present state, for the present time and, 1 much fear, for ever.

[Mr. Warre has good grounds for his conclusion that * I am now fully
competent to * discharge the 200£, and inlerest,” i.e, 710£, This belief T
owe to the deceptive manner in which the Directors modified their bounty
to me; from which it publicly appears that they bestowed upon me an
annuity of 4,000£, and & loan without interest of 50000£. The truth is,
tlint st this moment I am worth considerably less than nothing, My sunuity
ie reduced to 2,000£, but of that T pay 1,000£ for 1nterest on 20,000£ which
[ owed beyond the 50,000£ which they lent me to pay my debls. My
Daylesford Estate (which 1 overrated st 500&) yields me 150£ from my
tenant, and the remainder in my own possassion, if rented, would produce
210£—together, 360£L. Mrs, Hs, has 22,0008 which yields her an inferest
of 1,100£ out of which she trussmits annually to her mother 200£. 1 owe
besides 1,000 to my bankers, and I have owing to me 3,600£, of which I
can get meither principal nor Intl. T think these items leavs me & clear
income of 2.210€ for taxes and ull expenses, with a debt of TLOONE to dis-
churge in Decomber, 1813, anl my annnity at the same time to cease. Now,
my friend, tell me whether with such present mesns, and such a drearful
prospect of imsolvency at the expiration of 14 years and o half, I can con-
snientiously, or honestly, pay the debt of snother person, how dear to me
soever from my obligations to him while living, especially on & claim #0
vague and douhtful.]

1 bag your pardon, my dear Thompson, for having trespassed the limits
of n single shieet; but T liave had my attention withdrawn by interruption.
anid not a litlle by pain; for my wrist, hand and fingers have been erippled
by rheumatism now exactly 3 weeks, and T am obliged to psuse some minutes
after writing & line, sometimes two, and sometimes more, or the pain
becomes top noute to be borne with patience.

I have however, another fetter to write to you, which shall serve for
the cover to this. Observe (hat ihe pamgraph included Detween hrackeis
is for your own inspeotion only. The rest you may. communicate as you
plesss,

T thank you for the eheering intelligence in the close of your leiter.
Give to your dear Lady, and acoopt from Mrs. Hastings and myself, and
from our dear children the ussurance of our sffectionnte remembrance, snd
fervent wishes for the happiness of yourselves und yours,

¥r. affectionate,
Wannewy HasTrvgs.
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No. 88,

FPextox Lones,
drd Oetr. 1780,
My dear and hond. Sir,

Either Powney or Harry Vansittart 1 think must Lave toll yoo that the
Mumps o Disorder which is perhaps unknown to you, tut which is in it's
Effecty much more serious than in its name was making its Progress through
our Family, On the very Eve of Mrs, Thompson's intended Departure for
Bishum Abhey the Disorder seized our privcipal Nurse muid, and fearful
that it might scon abtack onr Children; Mrs. Thompson determined not to
go from bome. Though the Children s well us ourselves have hitherta
escaped this Complaint, yet our youngest Boy hes lately suffered so much
Pain from cutting Six of his Teeth which ure all advancing together that
She thinks herself fortunste in being ut hand to comfort and take care of
him. Did I not think you possessed u Ieart capable of sympathizing with
vk in all our Interests 1 should not trouble you concerning thess, well kngw-
ing that they would otherwise appesr to you s trifling as they are to us
important. I spesk of them besides to acoount far my nol having yet
received your Book. Dy my Directions Harry ls sent it to Mre. Grindall's
House in London there to yemain till 1 shall bave an opportunity of super-
intending the Binding of it, These Directions were given before I recerved
your Letter, nor have T since superseded them notwithatanding the additional
motives by which T am now impelled o seck the safe and speedy Possession
of the Book. T anticipate in your Address of it fo me every thing that is
kind in Sentiment and elegant in expression, But as you justly observe,
uothing of thin sort is wanting for my own Information. The Sense of
your Friendship for me is constant and habitual, it forms indesd a Part and
the most delightful Part of that Conseiousness which fells me T exist, But
though no Professinns of your Regard are now necessary for my own Instrue.
tion, T do indeed highly value them s they nre calonlsted to exalt me in
the Estimation of my Descendimts It has beeu my Lot to have Enown
anly one great man: to have plessed him has gratified all the Ambition T
have ever been capable of feeling, and to have my children assured pon
hiz own Authority that such has been wy provd Distinction  will completely
natisfy my utmost Love of Fame. In sayimg this T do nol mean to affect
Humility, or to insinuate that T am 4 Stranger to the wniversal Passion. T
feel it, but in its utmost Panity.  For “ Loudari a te," slo., eto, you know
the Rest.

T too have harvested not only all my Wheat but all my Oats. My all
of both in the most sbundani Seasons is but lifile. In this my Whest ia
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enly balf it's usual Quantity. My Barley is still at the mercy of the Weather.
I have been resding Lord Morningion's Letier—I like it well and I
should like it better if he had aseribed the Defeots of 1he military Establish-
meit st Madrass to (e Want of Bullucks, for such 1 have no doubl was
the Fact. You see I can judge of no subject without comsidering how it
afiects yourself. I am glad to know from yourself thut Mrs. Hastings is
pretty well. A letter I received from Cheltenhiam led me to apprehend the
contrary. Preseul our most affectionate Regards to her and believe me dear
snd hond. Sir .
Yours fmthfully
Geo. Nesarre Tuouprsox.
[Addressed to—]
Wanaex Hastivas, Esa,
Daylsford House,
Chipping Norton.

No. 89
Pextos Loves,
Wed.,, 22nd Jany., 1800,
My dear and hond. Sir,

Though T heve long wished to hear of Mrd. Hastings and yowrself; I
know not when I should have written to you if T had not been called upon
to do so by the Letter which I enclose for your perusal. 1 do not attempt
to send you it's Substance merely, as I am convinced T ecould omit no
Expression in it without Prejudice to it's Writer and his Object. I can
however venture I believe 1o assure you in his name as I sincerely do in
my own that We wish you first to consult your own Feelings, and if without
Violenoe to these you can serve Mr. Porcher it is (hen only that We wish
you to do so, If 1 mistake not I must before have told you, for it is a
Truth familiar to me, that there is no Man on Earth whose Happiness I
woulll promote st the Expense of your's, With this Assurauce I will now
venture to mention a Subject which wpon my Honoy T Lald e Intention or
Thought of submitting to you when I began my Letter. 1 know you have
now little feft of the Grest Man, but his Soul: and that the Power and
Inflnence which onght to belong to you have like other worldly Goods de-
volved to Personn less worthy of them. I formerly aldressed you in Behalf
of Thomas Denton, the Brother in Law of our common Friend John White
of Culenita. Fle is dead and bas left & Widow and five young children
abaolntely destitute of all Provision or the prospect of sny except that whish
they may derive from the hounty of the Company. To this fund she has had
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recourse 1o & petition of which T will add o copy,” aincerely hoping that you
way have the power us 1 um sure you will the melmation to  promote ifs
sucoess.  And now my dear Sir having discharged the task of a supplicant,
which, often as you have seen me in the performance of it, is still T ussure
you very irkstme to me, let me huve the plensure of enquiring afier Mrs
Hastings and yoursali—how are you? Does your Paradise at Daylsford con-
tinue to furnish you will pew Delights? Surely they must belter satisfy
your souls thau if you hod never tested of that Tree of Enowledge whose
fruits during your lute trial were so plentifully foreed upon vou batl, Ly the
Devil und his Agents.  For my own part I can very honestly say that all I
then saw of the world endears to me my prosent retirement. My ohildren,
my farm, and a little hunting supply me with employment ample and pleasant
envugh—it is anly wlen 1 think of my denr babes that T ever regrot my
occupations sre 50 unprofitable.  Mrs. Thompsen you may perliaps recollect
his already presenled wme with two girls and twn bays—relying on the bounty
of that Providence whiol feeds the ravens, T expect the speedy coming of o
fifth child without despondency, She is well and joine me in kind regards
1o Mrs. Hastings anil vourself. [ oam my dear wnd Lond  Sir
Your obliged pond faithful servant
Geo. Nesnrrr Tuowesos.

No, 90,
Pextox Loptz
23nd April 1800,
My dear and bond. Sir,

By a letter which 1 have this moment received from George Powney |
fing fliat Mes, Tiastings left London dangerously ill on Friday last in her way
to Daylsford, purposing to remain at Salthill #i1] she should be able to prose-
dirte (he remainder of her journey. Most fervently do T hope that in this
-enfechled state she has not received the melancholy news which reached me
ouly yesterdny, snd which Tum sure it would require ber very best of health
to bear. You can by this time be no stranger to it; but I comfort myself
in the Lelie! that you have hitherto been able to withhold fram her the
knowladge of it.  Yet awhile the very praise bestowed upon his memory
would hut serve to aggravate her sense of her loss, and if is not therefore for
her present perusal that T now send you the exteaet of o Jetter which 1 yes-
terday received from White. It may ot some future time help to heal her
wounded mind, and even at this time it may to  sour's alord motives of
consolation.

“ This eopy bs sttasked, ik b now omitted a0 nomecesmry,



THE NESBITT THOMPSON PAPERS—VILL. 25

Exiract of u laller from Guo, While, Esq.,
Dated Caleutta, 3rd Qet. 178D,

“Civil changes have bean fow indeed i lhe course of the yesr, und
gasnalties as rare, though we bave hud en enormously hot and oppressive
Vspason.  Amongst the latier it grieves me to inform you of the death of
“poor Julius Imboff in the last week: He wws w worthy honest fellow,
“greatly esteemed, aud as sincerely regretted.  He has fallen s sacrifice (o
“liia seuse of duty, in remaining at Midnapoor, where his sotive and zealous
“gervices were conspicnously employed in quelling insurrections, and quiei-
“ting & long peglected distriot, when lis own personal suftering from long
“afd severe indispogition required change of situation altogether. His
“lllness commenced in Jaunary last when he was ix the employment of Col-
“Yoctor, and ms he had no assistant to leave in charge  of his office, he con-
“finwed to carry on the doties himself Tn April the innctivity and negli-
‘“gevice of the Magistrate, Gregory, induced Government to recal him, and as
“Imloff's conduet wae of different, nuy oppesite stanip. he waa sppointed to
“got judicially and magisterially, which in spite of il health, und
“in deflence of foreboded consequences, his  disorders daily encreas-
ing, he perseverad in till be was ultimalely compelled 1o
“quit the plasce. Alass! it was then too late. The most experienc-
“ed medical men pronounced so when they saw him, and a few days verified
“their declarations.”

Surely my dear Sir it will be matter of some consolation to you that
e¢ven in the circumstances of lLis death Le proved himself worthy of his mother
and yourselt. I onn from my sonl affirm, as I have often done, that I never
knew & man of o more feeling hoark. What White hus said of him will shew
that lie possessed a firm and honest one.

A letier from you if it be but a line will help to relieve the nnxiety and
apprehensions with which I shall regard your total silence. That Bod may
biess you in the preservation of her without whom in thie world thero can [
kuow be no blessing for you is the ardent wish of desr sir

Your obliged and faithfnl servant,
Geo, Nesmrr Taosmrsow,
[Addresed to:—]
Wannex Hasvisos Esg,
Daylaford Tlouse,
Chipping Norton.




26 BENGAL: PAST § PRESENT.

No. 01.
Pextox Lonee,
Tuesday, 10 July 1800,
My dear und hond. Siz, ;

It will be u fortnight to-morrow since Mrs, Thompson presented mo with
one of the stoutest girls I believe that ever was born. The midwife ssys that
children a1 their birth commonly weigh between eight und nine pounds: This
she conceived weighed full fifteen.  Mrs. Thompson and the child T thank
God have both coutinued fo do well, exespt anly that T have not yet been nble
to find @ Nurse with milk enough for the infant. I am now geing in seurch
ol due, to supersede her whom T lave alresdy procured. Urgent however
ae is the nature of this business, I suspend it whilst ¥ write to vou upon
Yours. Shawe Las summoned me to London to identify Nobkissen’s Bond
and to prove where and when T found it T Lave looked amongst my papers
for evilence of this fact but can find none.

1 have copies of two letters which 1 wrote to you by the Ravensworth
one dated 18tk September the other 26 September 1787. The first was ne-
companied by un enclosure No. 2 being n list of some private papers which
I bad found in your chests and which acoording to the second T sent yon by
Mr. Young who went passenger on  the Havensworth. Of the enclosures I
have unlockily no copy.  If you have ihe letters lot me request that you will
turn to them and see if the list No. 2 is amonget them, It would give me in-
finite satisfaction to find that it made mention of Nobkissen’s Bond.

At present T con only say “that you had written to me to look for Nob-
kissen's Bond; that I perfectly well remember that T found many of your
private papers; that I sent them to you; and that T lefieve Nobkiesen's Boud
was amongst them.” 1 wish you could nssist my recollection, and T shall be
much obliged to you if between this and Sunday next you will at all events
write to me an the subject divecting your letter to be left for me wi Mr.
Srawe's. T shall be there next Monday evening.

I hope to hear thiat Mrs. Hastings and yourself are well, and that she
beve the sad tidings of her loss with as much firmness as tenderness. Nemember
we fto her affectionntely and believe me

Your obliged and gratefol servant
[Addressed to:—] Gx0. Nesmrr Tuosrsos.
Wangey Hastives Esq.,
Dorants Hotel,
German St.

8t. James's London.
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No. B2,
Wills Coffee Ho, Serle Street,
Lixcorxs Ixx,
Friday, 18th July 1800,
My dear and hond. Bir,

The liberality with which you deeline my humble services gives you the
betier caim to them, and if possible encreases my desire uf rendering them to
you. 1 have always thought that he must be a torpid wretch indeed who
could know you intimately and not cateh a litile of your disinterestedness, 1t
1 not saying enongh of you to assert merely that of all human beings you are
tlie least selfish.

if the papers are found ¥ had better be w witness of their discovery that
as such you may have the benefit of my evidence. Desides that I think I
may contribute to the success of your search, or lessen at least the trouble of it.

You will probably receive (Lis to-morrow sa that I shall confidently ex-
peet to receive o letter from you on Monday morning. Let it tell me only
whether you sbide or not by your intention of setting oul for Daylford on
Sunday. I you do; T will plmaﬂi&d he with you there either on Tuesday
pight or early on Wednesday morning. 1 allow mysell this Istitude because
I rely on the public stages for my conveyanee. When you retorn from
Daylsford I shall hope to tempt you by the way of Penton. Such you see is
my disinterestedness. If the letter which T expect on Monday tells me thal
from any canse you hnve deferred your visit to Daylsford T shall then go
home immediately, I rejoice to find that wy fruly dear and valuable friend
and patroness already receives benefit from Balling, snd am sorry to be any
ways instrumental in robbing you of the pleasure of watching her recovery,
and of contributing to it by your presence. Thut God may bless you both
is my Dear Sir the fervent wish of

Your obliged snd grateful servant,
Geo Nesurry Tooursos.

Pextox Lobee,
22nd Sept. 1800

No. 83.

My dear and hond. Sir,

The reports which 1 hnve received of your bealth do not sstisfy me. 1
find that you are still offlicted with the paio i your head. Tt ia the last part
abont you exeep! your beard that T should have expected fo be {he seat ol
pain, conceiving that the perfect organisation of both would have excluded
it. But of these matters we know very liitle, That intellectunl Creature
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Pope lived with u constunt heal ach, and 1 dare say you recollect mony mors
wstunces of the same sort than T do.

When T was in London T read your letter to Shaw with a full conviction
of all Lthe trutha it was intended to estiblish. But “the Law és the porfection
of Reasen,” and as T hove never atisined to this perfection, it is np wonder
that I am inenpable of discerning fhe principles by which it supersedes the
dhowtes of common sense.

You forgot or omitied to leave with me your additions to Mr. Austey’s
Poem on Contantment, and the recipe for preserving Potatoes.  Of the latter
I remember the outlines. The Potatoes are to be trested like apples—with
this difference that uf the apples you preserve the juice, und of the potatoes the

ulp.
. Fl'iruv.‘ to business—Towards muny men your relation, Heaven knows, s
strangely changed.  Between us it remains the same, You are still the
patron and Tam still the elient. Weara T ta puint Bellisarius, his dog shonld
still be looking up st him with undiminished avdonr of attachwent, and
eageriiess of expectution. Henry Powney you know wie to hove had  the
writership which Col. Toone so generously left ut the dispeianl of Mrs. Hustings
nuil yoursel! but being too old by two months to take it, it devolved upon his
younger and more fortunnte brother Edward, It i now aboye six years
since Henry hns resided in India, Soon after his arrival there he wenl
to his elder brother George at Ramnad where he applied himseli with great
diligence to business and to the study of the Langusges of the Country,
Soon afier our lute soquisition of Ceylon Lé was engoged by Frederick
North in the Service of the Company at that Place, and Frederiok North
it soems lins strongly tecommended him to the Court of Directors for a par-
mitient Employmont,  Toone tells me that the Fate of this Mecommendation
will principally rost with the two Cheirs, and it is to request your Imtorest with
Inglis, and with him only that T now trouble you. Understand nlso that o[
for any Reason you foul o Difficulty in spplying to him an this cecasion, it
is my earnest Wish that you will deoline doing so0. I have often esid and
always with troth that there i no Persoy living whese Welfare I would
promote at the Bxpensa of your Peace: Remember us monst affentionutely
to. Mrs. Hustings. She s well s yourself will be glad o know that
Az Thompwon and our Children are woll.  For my own Parf T sontinne to
huve many * Moniturs which feelingly persuitde me what T am” bat whilst
they remind wme of my mortality, they mske me rojoice in It, My sweet Boy
who ia st my Elbow forbids the Tudulgence of this Sentiment: for his Sake
ond that of his Brothers and Sisters T ought coutentedly fo beur the Lond
of Life us long as T can be uneful in lessening the Weight nf theirs, or
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contributing fo the Strength wnd Fortitude by which they are to sustain
the Burthen of it. T am Desr Sir most truly yours
Geo. Nesprrr Taouesos.
Remember us to the Imhoffs,
[Addressed to—]
Wanrey Hastives, Esq.,
Daylsford Hounse,
Chipping Norton.

No. 94.
Pestox LopaE,
10th April 1801
My dear and hond. Sir

I heve just now received your Letter of the 8th and infinite is the Happi-
ness which it affords me. Amongst the many Sins Negligenties and Iguoran-
ces with which T have to reproach myself none hes lately laid with heavier
oppression on my Heart thun my long Negleet of you. 1 have owed you a
Letter ever since November last—I at first delayed to write it to you mnot
because I had litile to say but becanse I had much, Delays are indeed
Dangerous—and for this reason especially that if once yielded to their
Dominion is not afferwards essily disputed—Indolence comes to their aid,
and such iz the painful Sort of Sleep in which that half torpifying Devil has
laid my Soul, that whilst T have felt ihe Weight which lsy so heavy on my
Brenst, and knew the Means of removing it, 1 have not had the Power to use
them—Your Letter has nwakened me, uot by Beproaches but by & Voies ss
kind as that with which Adam dispersed the distresaful Dreams of Eve.
Othere talk of the Principles of Christianity—you practise them—and sre
amongst the very few who return good for evil.

Though 1 know not who muy reap, I sm willing to sow. We cannot
conlinue to live at Penton—I am not nshamed of this, but Mrs Thompeon
feels g0 much Humiliation in the Idea, that I am not sure she would pardon
me, for imparting it even to yon—Keep it to yourself and assist me if you can
in procuring s Purchaser for my Property. It certninly has much to recom-
mend it. A good Houwse in a erouded Neighbourhood, only 67 miles from
London and 45 from Bath—with all its excellent Furniture; 150 Aocres of
Land of different Tenures, Farming Stock of every Description, with the
(rops upon the Ground would all come within the Price of fifteen thousand
Pounds. To spply however the Doctrines of Krishun, T will wse this Place
as if T waa to live here for ever, and T therefore repeat that T will sow whoever
is to ranp. Be wo kind s to send me (hroe Bushels if you can spare as muoch
of your Barley Wheat, and direct that it may be forwarded to me from

8
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London by Cook’s Salishury Concl, which sets out every day st 2 o'clock From
the Belle Savage Ludgate Hill, How many Bushels of this Grain do 5o
suw Lo an Aoref of the Common Barley we have allow 5 Bushels

Not to lose a Posl 1 write in great Haste, It is indeed to be lnmented
that whilst the Vessel of our State is in so much Danger, you should be con-
fined to your Cabin—yet T wonder (hat you can bear to go upon Deck, and 4
s Passenger merely to behold the Folly Rashness and Wickedness of those to
whom ii's Safety hus been a0 long snd so unheppily committed—for the lute
Change is but o Change of the Walch, and not of the Officers.

I rejoice thet Mrs Tustings anjoys good ealth—Assure her that 1
shall never forget the generons Patronage with which She honoured me:
To her am T indebted not ouly for ler own Friendship but in great Measure
for your's also, Mrs. Thompson and onr Children 1 thank God are well, and
I am Dear Sir

most truly yours
Geo. Nesmrr Troupsox.
[Addresssd ta:—)
Wianmex Hastivas Esa.
Daylsiord House
Chipping Norton

No. 95.
No. 89, Lowee Grosveson Steent
Tuesd. 2d Feby. 1802

My dear snd bond. Sir

I came to Town two or three days ago upon the Business of an Estate to
which T am Executor, and in Consequence of a Cold am now confined to my
Room by a slight Fever. T do not know that T should now have written to
¥ou, were it not to tell you that in a Parcel of Books which Becket is sending
you I have enclosed one that you left at Penton—nomely your Proposal for
establishing o Persian Professoxship at one of the Tniversities—A Proposal
which ssems to comprehend almost oll the Good of that coming from the
Marquis of Welseley without its Expense and Inconveniences. Were I fond
of being my own Historian, T should not have lost the only occasion which
I ever have of being such, but should have duly informed you long before this
tome that Mrs Thompson was safely delivered of another fine Boy on the Ist
of Janunry—this being our third Son and onr Sixth Child. 1f we go on lins
I shall not ** be ashamed to speak with my Enemy in the Gate "—aof the Kings
Bench: for wuch a Family will be a plausible Pretext at least for getting there.
It 3 paradoxical that We should take Liberties with Things in Proporiion as
We renarate thewm; but the Fact is that I kave veniured with Mrs Thompeon's
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hearty Consent to invest our lost Boy with the honoured names of Warren
Hastings.  You have nothing to pay for it. The Priest blessed the Boy with
this gratifying Benediction—" May he be as great u Mon as his Godfather™
Don't be angry—Ceonsider 1 have notking to offer you but my Children. |
lund indeed four otlier great Men to chooss out of—Lord Thwlon Buonoparte
Nelson uud Sir Sidney Smith, Those who know you thovoughly and wy
Obligutions to you will on no Principle condemn my Choice, My Stay here
nvist In some messure depend on the Continuanee of my Indisposition—Ef it
leaves me within thesé two Days 1 shall hope to be at home egain within fen.
Prusent my grateful Remembrunces to my Friend and Benefactress Mrs
Hustings snd believe me
Dear and hond. Sir
Your infinitely obliged and faithful Servant
GGeo. Npsoorr TooMrsow.

No. 96.
No. 6). Lowen Grosvexor STREET
Saturday [Postmark 1802.]

My ilear and hond. Sir

The Business which principally brought me to London was that of my
lste Friend Davies. Whilst here I bave also employed myself in locking
wito the Concerns of poor Turner. We cannot find any Will subsequent
the one whicl He made upou leaving Indis—TUnder this lits Property after
the Payment of o few Legacies will ull go as I coneeive to his natural Son,
In his Pocket Book was found a Paper in his own hand writing without either
date or Signalure which was in my opinion the Sketch or Plan of the Will
which T have ubove mentioned, But to ascerfain whether this Paper should
hove any operstion in muodifying or expluining his Will, and to instruct us
its to the mauner in which we ought to prove the Will and to act under it Wa
have prepared o Case for the Consideration of two grest Chaneery Lawyers.
This Case contains o full Statement of the Will, and the unsigned Puper;
of the Situation, and amount of his Property ot the time he made his Will,
at the time of hie Death, aud at present: and overy (uestion thal cau urise
upon tliese Fuets is submitted to the Considerstion of the Council. I have
directed a Capy of the Case and of the Opinions lo be sent to yﬁu—[n tha
ineantine it may be proper for me to ndd that your Name iz not mentioned in
the Will, and that in the unsigped Paper it is ouly meniioned as the devises
of Tiis Thibet Papera  His Execotors in India ars White and a Mr Martyn,
and his Execntors in England are Mr. Sadler Mr. Wronghton and myself.

I am very glad to find that you are coming to Town, as T hope T shall
have the Plaasure of seeing you before my Departure heuce.
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I beg you will preseni my Complts. to Mr. & Mm. Woodman and that
you will believe me mosl truly yours
Gro. Nesmrrr Taoursos.

[Addressed to:—]
Wazzes Hasvisas Esq
at
Juo. Woodman's Esq.
Fwell
Surrey.
No, 97.
Pexrox Lopox
17 May 1802

My dear and hend. Sir

Upon leaving Daylsford I met Mr Penmiston's Mare, and prudently as
you will think declined the Purchase of her. T got to Shrewsbury that Night,
and to Chirk Castle the next morning. Tell my dear Mrs. Hastings thai I
am now hetter acquainted than T was with Mrs Biddulph, and can pronounce
her to be not equivocally o good Sort of Woman, but positively u good one—
Such & Woman s would e o valunble Wite did She bring with her no other
Dowry thun ber amiable Dispositions. But in Addition to these She has mude
Biddalph the Lord of k noble Mansion, an extensive Estnte, and nomerous
Dependants. The FProperty is nn Doubl incumbered, but in s great
Capability of ITmprovement it possewses the ample mieans of speedily libemting
itself. It is indeed  highly interesting Country—Nature reigns there in
all her Dignity, but not to the Preclusion of Art. The noblast Aquedust cer-
tainly in England if not in the World carries n Canal aoross the lovely Valley
of Llangollen—The Forges smoke amongst the Mountains—sand whilst the
Miners are toiling within the Bowsls of the Earth, an industrious Pessantry
wre mot only luboriously but skitfally enltivating its Surface. 1 do nol
wander 4t the proud Attachment of Welshmen to their native Soil. A dingle
YView of their Country hes made me discontented with the Tameness of my
own. Un my Return 1 dined with Jonathan Seott at Shrewshury—a man
whom I have always loved for the Singlensss of his Meart and the Bimplicity
of bis manners—Jiis Business soéms to be the Education of his Daughiter,
the only original Werk with which kis Labors have over presented him. He
seemis to regrel the little Suaocesss thnt has  sttended his Tranalations, and
lumunts that at Shrewabury he has not a single Bonl with whom He s com-
municate on the Subjects whick have so long employed his Thoughts. 1t is
possible my dear Sir that you muy help to make this good little Man useful
und happy. Upan voming to Oxfard T dined with the learned Dr. White
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Professor of Arshio and Tebrew, ond Conon of Christ Church—I found him
ambitious too of being useful in his Ofice if not in bis Generation. In his
Desire of promoting Oriental Literature in general, he is solicitous of form-
ing an Establishment at Oxford for teashing the Porsian Language—To
this End oll he wants are Fuads for the Payment of an Englishman as »
Professar, and of one Maliomeday as lis Assistant.  From three to Five hun-
dred s Year he thinks would be sufficient to psy them both. He thinks the
very success of the Attempt would depemd upon the Charscter of the Man who
i to be first made the Professor—and little Jonaihan, a Name honsrable in
Hobrew Lore and perhsps therefore dear to the Doctor is the Man of his
Choice—Jonathen with a Humility which becomes him is willing to aceept
the ()ffice even at the very low Salary which the Doctor thinks of annexing
to it. To you I need say nothing in favor of the Attempt. Ii meets your
early Proposal, and avoids the Expense nttending the splendid Establishment
of Lard Welseley. Tt furnishes too o the Directors an opportunity of proving
to Ihe World, that in rejecting his Lordships Plan they were really actuated
by & necessary Regard 1o Economy and not by a oulpable Disregard for Liter-
ature or the Qualifiontions of their Servants. You will see that the use of
tlie Moonshy is prineipally to teach the Pronuncistion. I write in Haste,
hoving always too little ta do, to do snything leisurely and properly—DBut 1
ghall have done enough if T kave succeeded in recommending the Subject to
your Attention. In your maturing Mind it will receive all the Tmprovement
und Effect of which it i= eapable.
Remember us to Mrs. fastings and the Imhoffs.
(ien. Nesorrr Traoursox.
[Addressed to:—]
Warnex Hastmvgs: Esq.

Farm Street
Jolm Strest
Berkeley Square
London.
No. 98.

Pexrox Lonur

Friday 30th July 1B0Z.
My dear Madam

Mrs Grindall arrived here o few days ago. Amongst the Schemes which
She and her Sister have formed for the Tmprovement of the Happiness which
they enjoy in each ofber’s Company is that of securing to themselves, the
Pleasure of your's and Mr. Hastings’s. They both remember with Thankful-
ness the repested Invitation you bave given them to Daylsford and they are
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now so fortunate as to be able to avail themselves of it If perfectly conve-
wient to you to receive them they will be wilh yon on Thursday next by Ten
Time. They purpose dining at Oxford. Their Party will consist of them-
salves, the two Miss Grindalls, ons Maid and one Man Servant, They have
allotted s Weelk to this delightful Visit, and sbout the Close of it Henry Van-
sittart will perhaps pay his Respects to you for a day or two. T am myself (o
stay at home to superintend the Nursery and the Farm, They have fixod so
remote & day for waiting on you that yon may have full time sither to decline
or accept their Company, whick (Ley enrnesily request yon will do as shall best
suit your Convenience.  You may tell Mr, Hastings that I do indeed behold
with Indignation the different Treatment which He and Lord Wellesly receive
from our leading Men. Bui Sensations of this Sort 1 should no longer feel
could the Frequency of their Reourrence have bluntad my Perception of them,
But my Feelings upan every thing that concerns my much honoured Patron
are as acute a5 ever, Reflection only serves to beighten my Love of him, and
iy bitter Detestation of the Villains high and low open and concealed who
have comcurred in rewarding his unexampled Patriotism, his important Ser.
vices with Poverty Negleet Calumny and Persecution. This World certainly
is not maude for him. There must of Course be another and @ better  All my
Reasonings about him terminate in this Conclusion and T confess it ia the only
consolatery one they sfford me. Pray give him the enclosed Bank Note anil
beg the Favor of him to employ it in procuring for me some of the Sheep's
Fescue Grass. Tt grows in grestor Abundance and less mixed with other
Grasses under the Walls of the new Inclosures shout Addlestrop Downs than
I Lave seen il elsewhere. I hope He will be able to send it to me by Birs
Thotmpson on ber Return.  We are all well and unite in kind Regasds to Mr
Hastings and yoursell. If Miss Payne is with you remember us to her and
believe me Dear Madoam
Your infinitely obliged and faithiul kble. Servant
Gzo. Nesnrrr Trowrsox

[Addressed to:—]
Mzs. Hastines
Daylsford House
Chipping Norton

No. 99,
Pextox Lobox

Lst Octr. 1802
My dear and hond. Sir

Your last four Latters are now lying before me. "Though they were all
written solely to sceomplish my Wishes, and to promote the Happines of
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myself and my Friends yet have I not had the Graee fo thank yoo for one of
them. It 15 beenuse 1 love and reverence you that T have thus neglectad you,
If I had thought you to be as other Men are, proud, eaptious, and prone to
Saspicion; had T not known it was by fhe pure example of your swu Heart
that you judged the Mearts of other Men T should not have dared to have left
you such ample Motives to question the Gratitnde of mine, But if is not of
the Trutl that We are best comvineed thet we are most anxious to establish
the Proofs. Assured in my Soul of my high Regard fur you, I feel no more
Necessity of proving it than I do the Love which I bear myself; and next to
myself you are consequenily the Man whon upon mnisny oceasions I lave
most neglected.

My Paper Lias n0t given the Proceedings upon the late Disposal of the
Nabobship of the Carnatio with sny Regularity. Bul I have seen enongh
of them to know how Lo apply your very apt Quatation from Juvenal, and to
confirm me in the Truth of un observation which I mysel! made in an early
Poriod of your Trial You were offered up a spotiess Sacrifice and Propitia-
tion not only for all the offences that ever had heen committed in Indis, but
for all that were to follow. Yon have redeemed the lost Chardeter of Indians,
and are become the Sanclunry to which as to the Altar of a slaughiered Saint
real Culprits will in future fly for Bafety,. Who will henceforth believe the
Delinguency of Indians, or hear but with Indignation of their Tmpeachment ¥

I received the two Bags of (rass Sead with all Thankfulness, but not till
s Yong nfter their Dispatch, that tlie Plunts which they contained were almost
dead. T am in hopes however of saving them. T have read with the most
wiinute Attention all you have said upen the Subject of enitivating the Grass
Seeds il am so tharoughly convinced of the Trufl of thst Doctrine which
you call your own that T am determined implicitly to follow it. The Piece of
Land which T wish fo lay down adjoins my Lawn and resembles it in Quality.
The Herbage of the Lawn is in general very sweet, but one Part of it 1= =0
partioularly grateful to the Cattle, thai, thongh it has been for these two
Months past eaten down closer than that of u Bowling Green, they oll, Sheép
Cows and Horses comtinue to resort to it several times in every day. This
Tlerbage T intend to reserve for Seed, thresh it as soom as it is ripe, and sow it's
Produee in August withoul any other Grain whatever. My Attenfion in the
mean time will be equally directed to both Pieces of Land, so that the one may
produce an Abundanes of good Sesd, snd the other be in the hest possible con-
dition tn receive it. The Fesone T shall also sow ns you advise, by itself, and
on & Spot suited 1o its Growth, '

The Party returned from Daylsford enamoured of its Beauty, and thank-
ful for all the Attentions they received there—but not wifbout some Portiem
of Remorse—They enteved your House like “Thieves i the Night”; and
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though they departed in the Morning it was not sltogether with a Change of
Character—For upon their Arrival here they found to their great Mortification
that the Servant had pocked up two of M. Hastings's Music Books with those
of the young Ladies—Tho one is a Psalm Beok, the other Birds Hindostanny
Airs.  When I go to London which T fear I must do very soon I wall deliver
them to Becket so that he may forward them to you with his first Packet. Mrs
Grindall and Ler Family wre ut the Isle of White (wie). Whan We lust besrd
trom Powney He was of Geneva. We I thank God are oll well, Your favour-
nble oponion of my dear Marian is highly gratifving to me—I will endeavour to
render her in all things deserving of it, and worthy of the Honor Shie received
when Mrs Hastings became her Godmother—She unites with Mrs Thompson
and myself in the most affectionate and gratetul Remembranos of Mrs Ilast-
inge ond yourself, and I am Dear Sir most truly yours
3zo. Neserrr Taoursox
If Mrs Motte is still with wou, present to her our kind Regards.
[Addressed to:—]
Wareex Hasmivos Esa
Daylsford House.

No, 100.
Pextox Lonea
Mond. 18 July 1803

My dear and homd Sir

The Kindness I have invariably received both from Mrs Hastings and
yourself convinces me that nothing which much concerns me will ba quite
indiffereut to either of you, and therefore though the Fvent has nothing very
extraordinary in it I think it worth while to tell you that Mre Thompson was
on lust Thursday Sent., the Tib, safely delivered of & very fine Boy, nnd that
both She and the Infant have ever since continued to do well—She exme down
Btairs within the Weak, and He went out undaunted by the Fear of Invaders
when He was ouly four daysold. All this is well and T do most sincerely
thank God for it.  But considering the present Siate of Europe, it is hardly
enough that English Women should produce “Men Children only,” they should
bring them into the World like the Progeny of Cadwus, complete Warriors
with Arms in their Hunds, Eyen this T fear wonld be insufficient to defend ns
ogainst the Enthusinsm of the French and the extraordinary Talents of their
Lender unless the upper Ranks in Society can eontrive to exoite the Patriotism,
-and eall forth the Energies of those below them, and unless thess powesrfal
Principles when swakened are commitied to the Disposal and Direction of a
higher Species of Intelligence, of a more exalted Genius than that of our high
born and royal Commander in Ohief. A Gentleman who cslled on me s few
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disys ago was struok by the Intelligenco expressed in your Bust. I told him
and upon my Honor most truly, that there was not in my Opinion & man in
England so fit to be placed at the Hewd of a Military Council as yourseli—1
shortly tolldl him what you had done when surprized at Benares, and I repeated
to him the only but emphatic Words whick Popham uttered when He came onl
from thut Conference in which you had given him your Plan and Instructions
fur the Attack of all Chiet Sings Forts at once. They were these—"He
should have beew a General”” Buonoparte is not # Man to be opposed by
ardinary Means. [t is the Poet which makes the Oritic and not the Critic the
Poet. Buonoparte is constantly enlarging the military Code. Tlis Movements
suggested by the Spur of the Ocension and adapted most minutely to its Fxi-
gencies will hereafter probsbly for duller Men bocome the eettled Rules of
War: bit to anlicipate them in their Conception and to counteract them at the
very moment of their Birth requires Talents powerful energetic and creative as
Lis own, Were you to direct our military operations and Sir Sidney Smith in
Preference to every other Man in England to execute them, Appreliensions
whivh I feal for the Safety of my Wife and Children and for the Honor of my
(‘ountry would not be so painful as T confess they now sometimes are, The
Jower orders of my Countrymen are bold and generous, but they have been s
mueh abused in the lite shameful War inmto which they wers so
wickedly trapanned for the Restoration of the Bourbons, and all
il horrible Carruptions of France that they sre pow become insen-
sible to the trwo condition of their own Country. We were yestenday to
consider the Proposals and Plan wlich liave been circulated for the Defence
of the Realm: Nome of the neighbouring Purislies have yet been able to do
anything effectunl for the Purpose. The Tuhabitants of this Village I found
cold suspicions anil very unwilling (o ussemble—1I ot lengih however got them
{ogetlier, and before We parted had the Satisfaction of seeing them almost
mad with patriotio Enthusinem. T hope T shall bear from you, and thst yon
will toll me that both Mrs Hastings and yourself are well—I beg you will
present my kind Regards to her, and nssuro her that I shall never forget my
great Obligations to her. I very often lument that We are not nearer Neigh-
bours. As T advanee in Life I fiml myself less disposed and less qualified for
the Formation of new Friendships—1 of conrse relinquish with the greater
Reluctance the delightful Intercourse of ol ones. How and where are Mr
and Mrs Tmhoff? Have you heard aonything of Sir Elijab? T am sure 1
swearied yout when I was in London with my Visit. When I think how
ardently 1 sought Admission to you, and how little T had to say to you when
1 abtained it T am almost ashamed of myself—Unless you made large Allow-
ances for the Effects of early Attachment snd old Habits, unless the Fulness
of the Heart can compensato for all other Deficiencies, you must have some-

10
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times Uought e frivolous and troublesome Remember howover that when
Indin was ot your Disposal, T valued your Company beyond every thing else

vou hud to give. _
[unsigned|

[Addressed fo:—]
Wannex Hasrisoy Esq.
Dayleford House
Chipping Norton.

No. 101,
PrxTonw Lobae
Friday 11 Nove. 1803
My dear aud Hond Sir

I gannot tell you how thankful I am for your truly kind Lelter. T tako
such o Share in your Virtoes that instead of fecling myself humbled by your
Superiority I hm even proud of iF+—Were not this the Case 1 should be mor-
tifiod to find that in inguiring after wy Condition you had anticipated »
Design which T had long formed, and too long  deforred of nfuiring aftes
your's; but T sim delighted to find myself thns kindly remembered i spite of
omissions which ware ealoulated either to render mwe forgotten, or thought ol
only with Reprehension.

T hod indead seen in the Papers-a Reporl of Baadut Allys offer to you—
But this though it did Lonor hoth to hiniself and Tord Welseley fell so far
short of my Ides of your Protensions, that T eonld net hring myself to con-
grafulate you upon it; especially too ns T foresaw that to give full Effect 1o
the generous [utentions of this Foreigner, this Follower of Mahomed you
would be ngain compelled to taste the Tusolence god Ingratitude of some of
your Chnatian Countrymen and the selfish Indifference at least of their most
sanctified ol pious Soversvign. When I was in Tndia T wished to procnre for
yon eome Domation of this Kind, not merely for it's pecuniary  Importance,
but w4 su mnguestionable Proof of the Regard of e Donors.. The Wish sas
vonfined to my own Breast; and if T can rely upon my Recollection T found
it opposed in Embryo, by o new Law, which whilst T read it, I exclaimed was
ninde entirely though covertly against yon—1I ean not find it amongst the few
Aots in my Possession—1oes any such Low exist—or have T been dreaming#

I am glad to find that you do not think Buonoparte will come—¥or +f
you would find the Attempt impractiealile He pmbably will—Yon are hoiw-
ever the enly Man in England of whom T e say &6 much—When ordinary
Men deride the Project, T say it is tlie way in which all Iitile Minds Lsve in-
variably contempluted the Designs of greal ones. I live amonget Tnbelio.
vere—My Faith is however botter ealeulated v make s wlole than their
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Inﬂ:ﬁduﬁt]’. 1 do uod think that the Iuminn uf E.'a:glllul will wow form the
principal Parl of Lis Attack—T1 will however be made in stich a manner a8
sid his grenter (bjects, to save his Uredit with his Troops, and surmunding
Nations, and to do us an Infinity of mischief—Bui I sm so vulnernbls with
o wife ond seven Infant Children, that my Fears perhinpe nre Father of thes
Thouglts. Individually T should evan thank him for lis Threats, since they
have called forth o glorions Spirit in the Couniry, and though they may not
retard the Decline of our Empire will T trnst give Glories to it's Setting.
Tuder such a Prince as Alfred it would have done botl. What u People—il
tliey had but Ttulers worthy of them. T have written this since [ came homo
from hunting—for T am still an idle Fellow. T made two Atfempts to raise
a Corps of Cavalry, but both failed—thongh the Marquis of Winchester off-
ered himeelf for the Command of the firsi, und Tom Smith & young Man of
great Expectations. for the second. We are all well. Give vur love to Mo
Tlastings—and to Tmhoff tog, Guod for evar bless you all.
Q. N. Taoumrson.

[Addvessed to:—]
Wannex Hasmixas Esa
Daylsford Tlouse
Chipping Norton.

Ko, 102
Pestox LonGe
19 Octr 1804

My dear and Hond Sir

Yiur Létter of the 104 eame this Morning, und it was the first of all your
Letters which T ever opened with more of Fear and Teambling than of Con-
fidence and Joy. T knew I had sinued ageinst you and T dreaded your Rebuke
in Proportion as I wos snre it would be milder than my Offence. Dog ps I
am—1 reeived vour Letter of the 21- of Beptr I am not however without
Pallistions of my npparent Negleet, The moment it eame to Land I begun
y Search for the Papers which coulil besi enable me to amenre it My
Qearch continued at Intervald for twa or (hree days but without fuding them.
Unwilling fo treat the Subject without the Lights which these Papers winuil
shad on it, T deferred the Discnssion of it in hopes of Gnding them. Deluys
are (dangerous, other Concerns broke in upon me—My Bankers hooke, and
tadt nearly plundered me of Ten thousaml Pounds of another Person’s Money ;
4 it happened T most fortunately lost only about £280 of my ewn. To him
that Auth shall be given, yon have verifial the remaining and mors unintelli-
gihle Part of the Sentence oz well ns myself, Next T was obliged to go from
home for nearly one Week, Our Fair then vame, and oceupied my time for
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many Miles in Parsuit of 1 Wet Nurse for u little Creaturs who will probably
come into the World crying for one within these few days. These Circum-
wtances will T bope miligate my Offenco, though T am convinced they do
not whelly exonse it—Pardon me.

1 hiave just now hastily comimitted to Paper tlie Heads of a Letter whish
if you chopse you may write to Mr Warre, 1 am myself however a poor
Ureature atl so afraid of Disgrace that T should probably pay the £200. My
Uonsclence however does mot permil me positively to advise your doing se.
Though I cannot find wny Copies of my Letiers to Mr Warre I am so tho-
roughly confident of the Impressions nnder which T wrote them that you may
safely call for their Production. I am going Nine Miles to Dinner, aud
have sent four for & Frank. Tf il comes Mrs Thompson will give you the
Benefit of it. Tf not let the double Postage add to Mr Creswick’s Sins and
not to mine. Mrs Thompson is well. IHer Foke perhaps is not easy, but
lier Burthen, large as it is, is light, so well does She bear it. Her Brother
Goorge is here. They hoth send their kind Regurds to you and join me in
those which 1 heartily offer to my doar Friend Mrs Hastings. All our Seven
Children I thank God are well, Harry tlie Eighth, or mither the first is ot
Deal, serving his Country in the Militia, and most patriotically with great
Snerifice of Lis Plensures.

I am most faithfully your's
Geo. Neswrrr TooMmrsox.
[ Addressed to:—]
Wanney Mastises Fso
Daylsford House.

No. 103,
Pextox Lobas,
Thursd. 8 Novr. 1804
My dear and hond Sir
It is not by your Virtues that you will ever be able fo astonish me, 1
know that Patience Long-suftering and Forgiveness are amongst the Number
¢f them, and T gm therelore not &t all surprized to find that my Faolts in-
stead of sdrawing down your Uengure on me, have only induced you to blame
yourself—so true it is that the wise snd good are always more lenient to the
Fanlts of others than to their own. Bul though T am not surprized at your
Excollencies, T confess T am at sny thing like an Error or Deficiency. THow
pould gue be ignorant that Taunton was in Semersetahive or fail to find it in
any of your ans-'whu:n Cary even in his little one of that Country has uot
poly laid it down but Hestercomb also?
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Your Comments upon Mr O Jones's Letter 1o Mr Stratton has I confess
altered my Opinion of it.  Your Reasoning however very muel depends upan
the Faci whether Me Creswicke was or was not living when the Father com-
munionted with his Son. T he was living why did they not both apply to
Lim?® That Ae Led Assets for the Payment of this Debt seems evident from
your succoeding to the Houses al Chellenham unless indeed they came to
you unler an Entail. But T write in Haste, and if I had Leisure it is nol
probable that T should be able to afforl you suy new Lights upon a Subjeat
whioh you have so well considered, I wm not only the Tutar of my Childres,
but their Pluymate, and they liave glmost all leen bere in Succession 10 tell
me that I must make Hasto and come out, for that it is geiting late. Do
fust Tuesd. Fortnight Mrs Thompson added another to these delightful Cares,
these careful Delights, She was then safely delivered of another Son el
botl lLiave ever since econtinued to do well. We have now five Boys anid
three (il The God who has fed their Father and who feeds the Ravens
will 1 trust in his Merey take Care of them.

Paor Mrs Rawlins, ihe amiable Sister of Mrs Thompson died early
Ui yoar in Ohild Bed, leaving 8ix Children. Tom Powney her Brother who
wend a Writer (o Bengal aboui 10 years sgo urrived o few doya ago with the
thises oldest of them: They are all now here on their Way to London, Tom
came home partly to reoruit his Tlealth, sud partly to take Charge of these
pocr Children, their Father not being able t leave India at present withoul
great Injury to his Conesrns anl eousequently to their Welfare.. Mms
Thompson and her Brother unite in kind Regands fo Myrs, Hastings and
yoursell aud I sm my dear Sir

most truly and gratefully Yours
Giwo. Nuserrr TuoMesox,
E.&lldn-ss&d to:—]
Wanpes [astives Esa.
Duaylsford House,
Chipping Nortou.

No. 104,
Prestox LonGE
6 Decr. 1804

Aly denr and Houd Sir

You cannot be more tired of reading Apologies for my Silence than I am
of muking them. In Procrastination I am absalutely imcorrigible, for [ sin
not only sgainst the comstant Admonitions of my Conseience but in spite of
the Witter Pangs with which it incessantly punishes my Delinquency.
Shenstone’s Division of Monkind ean alune secount for my Conduct—He says

11
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the World may be divided into People who read, People who write, People
who think and Fox Houters—I am in the latter Class—and it is chiefly that
1 am writing fo Night.

I pannol ponceive that your Payment of Mr Jones's Demand would in Law
subject you to 1he Payment of all the othir Debts of your deceased Uncle, and
were there anything which in Honor and Conscience made thiz s Delit of pecu-
liar and distinguished obligation on you 1 think it would be too much in the
Spint of that subile Casuist Edmund Burke to refuse the Payment of it lest
other Creditors of inferior Note should think themselves agrieved by your
Partiality. But the Pretexts under whioh it has been attempted to make yon
responsible for this Claim sre to your own cerlain Koowledge false. They
can of course in your Mind add nothing to 1ts Sanctity—If they were alse
also to the Knowledge or Belief of those who used them this iz perhapa of all
your Unecles Debis the lesal entitled to your Consideration. It became Mr
Jones who was ealled upon by Me Creswick to staie his Debt, to look after Lhe
Payment of it, and if he was in truth the Friend of Mr Howard Hastings it
was his Duty under the Right which Ie possessed as o Creditor to call for au
Acoount of his Estate, pnd in prosecuting hie own Claim ta have protected the
Interests of two orphan Infants. There certainly does not appear m Con-
science any great Obligation wpon either of those orphans to indemnity Mr
Jones for an Induigence to Mr Ureswick by which probably they were ihe
greatasl Bufferers, Furiber Inquiry bowever will probably throw further
Lights upon the Subject—In the mean time I would Advise yon to impart 1o
My Warre such as you at present possess, and (o repeat to him in Substance
all 1 am sure thet yon sre at present pledged for, namely, that if you shall be
ennvinced that the Money was in truth borrowed to send you to Imdis, wnd
that it has never been paid, you will when your Circomstances shall permit
repay the Principsl Sum of £200,

I should be etill less satisfied than 1 am with the very imperfect View
whioh T have tnken of the Subjeol were I not convineed that you will wanl no
Asuistance Lo see it in ils proper Light—Ti is nne of thoss matters about whieh,
it 1 recolleot rightly, Solomon saye a Man's own Mind will tell him more than
Seven Men apon s Wateh Tower. T have always been more snxions for your
good Name, than for your Wealih, and 1 bave always had the Satisfaction of
seeing you deing everything to promole the one though I have very ofien
beheld you extremely negligent of the other.

Mrs Thompaou and our Eight Children are well, Henry is atill with the
Berkshire Militia. Thomas Powney one of Mrs Thompson's Brothers ia lately
returned from Beagal, partly for the Restoration of his Mealth, and partly to
hring home three Infant Daughters of his deceased Sister Mrs Bawlins. I
Tast Week saw Mr anid Mrs Tmbofl st Wallop, both in high Mealth and Besuty,
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Mre Thompson unites with me m affectionate Regards to Mre Hastings and
1 am wy dear Sir your olliged and faithfal Servt
Geo. Nusmrr Tuomrsox.
[Addressed to:—]
Waerex Hasrivas Esa.
Daylsford louse
Chipping Norton.

No. 105, Prexton Lopae
Tuesd, 30 April 1805

My dear and hond Sir

For uothing in my opinion is the use of Letlers more desirable than for
the Means it gives 4s of communicating with our absent Friends. This En-
largenent of our nutural Faculties, this humble Approach to ubiquity is .
Privilege which few Men value more highly than I do, and of which probably
no man mare shamefully neglects the Exercise. Though a Day seldom passes
in which T do not think of you with anabated Affection and Esteem, yot have
1 suffered many Monihs 10 elapse with no more Intercourse between us than
if We were Inkabitants of different Planets, or Savages on the Face of this,
divided by impassible Wastes or by the insurmountable Obstacles of brutal
Ignorance: It is long sinoe I lave been able to consider public Men or publie
Mensures withoul # Referonce of both to yourself. You may perhaps remem-
Ber that I have invariably eonsidered Dundass 0s the main though reorel
Spring of your Persecutions, and you will thereforo perhaps not be shocked
that I rejoice in his Disgrace. “Even handed Justice has returned the
“ poisoned Chatice to his own Laps.” I like to behold Heaven thus justifying
it's Ways to Man, The moral Turpitude of the affence for  which Lord
Melville now suffers perhaps does not justify all the Clamour and Indignation
whieli it haa excited aguinst him, But no Severity of earthly Punishment
ean T am convineed be more than adequate to * his nndivilged Crimes as yet
“ ynwhipt of Justice” Tu every thing concerning India He has been most
wicked and cormpt—a ent Purse of the State—a Thief who stole the precious
Diaslen from the Shelf—TIn the whole of his public Life Tle has been actuated
solely by the basest Selfishness, and to the Advancement of himsel! and Lis
Cannections wonld have sserificed the best Interests and the highest Honor
of his Country, There is something singularly condign in Lis Punishment.
On many Ovcssions he has made Pit & Sharer in his gnilt, and on this he has
made him an smple Sharer in his Disgrace, e las contaminated every thing
he has touched, Lord Lidmouth and his Friends have injured themselves
aven by the “half-faced " Support which they have rendered him. The very
worst which could hus y happened to them from their most decided Opposition
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to him would have heen the Dissolution of the preseat Minisiry, Bot from
this they would not long bave suffered. They would have coufirmed the
Dpinion which the Publio lus of their Virtue and would thus hove strengthes.-
ed the surest Fonndations pf {heir Power, Supported by the public Voios ths
King might soon and enaily have reinatited then—They would T wm convin-
ced huve found Honesty the best Paolicy.

Powney wos lere o fow days ago. He guve us great Pleusure by his
fuvourable Report of you—He told us yon were not only in excellent Henlth
but had regained your Hearing Tf T thought you were hall so yindietive as
I nm, 1 should congratulate you upon  your Recovery of this Sense, when
there wos &0 much to gratify it in the deserved and universal Opprobrium ol
your Enemies. You will live lung enough to see your Triwmph over them
votuplete—Your own Worth has long since been estublished —They are lae
tening to complete your Vietory by the most damning Proofs of their own
Delinguencies.

I mysell continew (o derive s lsrge o Portion of my Health and Iappi-
ness from Horses that I hope your Love and Tse of them still continue—T
luve now @ Grisd Daoghter of your Aral—8le is four yeurs old, bul by an
means equal to the Experintions T bad formed of her from my Kuowledges of
hix Wortl: The Germe of Excellonée however is 1 am conviuced siill latand
in lis Breed. and I shnll pursevere in my Attemipts to hring it forth, T om uow
very anxiously considering whut will he the Test Cross for my Filly. Has
vuour Grey Mare borne nuy Produce to Tom Tring® That is 1 think nn excel-
leut cross—I do not ask you after your converns with Me Warte, or ul s
ludia House, for 1 oonfess T see in neither much Prospeet of Gratifieation.
When 1 last heard of Mrs Hastings i was in Terms (Tt pleased me mneh—
I Lope She goes on (o improve in good Health, and ita attendants, good Tooks
nod good Spirits—Remember us to her most affectionstely. Mes Thonipann
nnd our Eight young Chiliren sre 1 thank God sll well, excepting only that
ono or fwn of them hove slight colds.  Your Godson Henry Vansittart is ery
commendably doing duty with his Regiment in spite of the Disgust  whink
Militia Officers might reasonably feol at their Treatment. and in apite of the
Temptations which lus indepondent Fortune offérs him to & Life of wnips-
trained Liberty. When you particulurly wish for that Spevies of Happin s
which arses from conferriug it un others write to we ond el me il you & 4l
Mrs Hastings are well. T am yont's most faithially
[ Addressed to:—] Gizo, Nesmrrr Taourson,

Wannex Hastinos Fsq
Daylsford House
Uhipping Norion,
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No. 106,
[The firse page of this Lettar is massing.]

cough. My grey mare, Ann, has disappointed me two years sucoessively,
and she is lome, So I seldom ride now, but about my own grounds, and that
commonly on one of Mrs Hastings's poneys. (I have some thoughts of having
my ware covered by one of our itinerunt eari-horse stallions. I think it
would prove a bettar cross than any with better blood, as she is rather too long,
and wants whut is called bone, Tf your judgment revolts at this, you must
make haste to forbid it. Is oot this something like sepulohri immemor struis
domos?),

Coll and Mrs Imhoff ware so kind and eonsiderate as to give me their
company in my return from town, though they could only stay with us just
u week., Thev left us both in perfect health, and were evidently the better
for even so short an enjoyment of our pure atmosphere, good hours and quist.
They too are smong those whom you ought to love on the eredit of your own
sentinents for them. This 1 take to be the umieaning of one of Solomon’s
proverbs, which Bishop Lowth in his lectures professes not to understind. As
1 hinve begun s new sheet without matter left to ocoupy it. I will give you my
version of the text. [ have forgot the chapter.

Seek you another’s thoughts to trace ¥
Your own with calm reflexion scan.
As in the pool face suswars face,

So doth the heart of man to man.

M= Hastings charges me to assure you and Mrs Thompson of her truly
affectionate regards, and fervent wishes for both and for your beloved chil-
dren, smd to her assurances and wishes [ beg leave to add mine.

1 am ever, my dear Thompson,
Your affectionate
Wanres Hastisos.

Remimber me kindly to your friend. Harry Vansittart. I am glad that
ke is 8o landably employed, and sm not sure that T regret his having fotally
quitted Oxford, if he hos quitted it 1 ghill tell you in my next what I have,
—that is, what I shall have done in the affair of Mr Warre

Na. 107,
Pextox Lopoe,

Wed. 8th May 1805

My dear and hond Sir
I forbid the Bans. Both my Judgmeni and Feelings revolt st the bor-

12
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rible Tdea of submilting your beautiful Groy Mare to un Itinerant Cart Horee.
What could be expected from wuch s Junotivn hui a Beast fit fir neither
Waggon Coach or Sadille? I believe us you appear to do thet She hue so muah
foreign Blood abont ker as to require for thy Trprovement of her Browl some-
thing more indigencus to our Soil ihan s to be found in the Generality of
otr high bred Racers. 1 am convinced too (hat from the great Age nf
both her Parents She is herself deficient in Vigor of Stamen and requires
therefure for the Corregtiun of that Defect o youug und powerful Stallion,
But surely all this is to be Tound without looking for it in a hairy legged
lumbering Curt Horse. 1 have no Doubt that not far from you, most probubly
m Warwickshire you will find a large strong young half tred Horse of the
Sort of the ol English Hunter, fine in Shape of good Action, and alove ull
with firm. fore Legs who would prove an excellent Cross for your Grey Mare.
I should indéed racommend Tom Tring were he not 20 vears old, anid did I ot
conjecture that he is the idention] Horse whom you have slready tried and
who lias for two succeeding yenrs dissppointed you. Hue and Cry, o fameus
Trotter and Master of great Weight covers st Utfington hatween Farringdon
anl Wantage and probably sttende Burford Market. Tven e would be
infinitely better for your Mare than o mere cart Horse,  You will see by the
Imporiance which I give to (his Subjeot that T do not approve your Applics-
tion of the " Sepulchi immemor ete.” Even if you had already one Foot in
the Grave, which T thank God is apparently very far from being the Cass,
T-shonld still wlvise you to keep the other in the Stircup,  This Fusi hold of
the present World whilst a Man is looking steadfastly at the next is [ think
rendered very oonsistent in the Advice of Khreeshnn to Argoon. “ Think of
* this World ™ ssys that divine Preceptor “as it you were to live for ever, and
“af the next 45 if the Angel of Death had hold of you by the Forelock™

I know the Fine Taste the active and disposing Mind of Mrs Hustings.
I know too the enruptured Sense you have of these snd all her ollier Excel-
lencies—I can rendily believe therefore thal upon your Retarn to Davlaford
you saw in wll its Features tho delightful Traces of her Genine A Ride to
Daylsford is amongst the Plensures with whioh 1 fest my Imagination. Bw
I find the Diffioulty of lenving my home every Hour inevesss. T must go 1
Londom for o fow days, and before 1 married a Vaysge to India would hanily
have required a greater Effort.

Though Lord Melville is to be struck out of the List of privy Conncellors,
T shall still stteni] the Meeting at Winehestor on Thursday next. The Policy
of the Minister in yielding to the public Sense, should not preveni the Mani-
festation of it, though T fear it will very generally have, as it was intended,
that Effect.

I beg my Dear Sir you will present our affectionate Reganls to Mrs
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Hastings and assure her that We gre truly thavkful for the Kindness which
She Las at all times sliewed us. Believe me Dear Sir
muost bruly your's
(o, Nesmrr THOMPSON.

[Addressed to:—]
Wareex Hasmings Esq.
Daylsford House
Chipping Norton.

No. 108.
Prstox Lonee.
Thuerd. 18 June 1806.
My dear and hond Sir

1 came home last Night, and this Morning 1 reeeived your Favour of the
1th. T am futtered by Mrs Hasting’s Choice of me for the Trust which you
us well as herself are desirous of reposing in me. As far as that Choice pro-
cueds from her Beliet of my Attachment to both of you, I may confidently
say it is amply justified Bul if it be diotated by any “(tpinion of me as @
Man of Business, T must with equal Truth confess that She has not in her
Election rf me displayed her usual Sagucity in the * Discernment of Spirite.”
1 am naturally averse to Business, and had not Pride and Priveiple mude me
through Life mucl more anxious and diligent when called upon to act for
others than when required to act only for myself, I ought in consiemee o
Jesline the Trust with whish She wishes to invest me. I will however ven-
ture to accept of it, assuring myself that however T may in uther respects he
anfit for it 1 ahall not weglect it's Duties, from the Want of either Gratitude
Zeal or Honor. '

Tn the Recommendntion of a Condjutor 1 know not whom I can better
pame than onr common Friend, my Brother in Law, George Powney—If you
spprove of Lim, either Mrs Hastings or yourseld will of course write to him on
the Bubject.

1 am glail o see you entering upon & Task which too many Men not anly
of Genins and Talents but of Business have to the great Asionishment of theis
Sucoessors frequently Toft undone. Permit ma to suggest to you ihat in these
Arraugements you ought to employ a Lawyer, ond that you will not easily find
one of gelater Skill or Integrity than Mr Forster, Tt.appears 10 me that for
miny Reasone the Trustees for Mrs Hastings pught to be distinet from the
Fxeeutors of your Will.  But neither this sor any other Precaution necessary
{0 the lucid Arrangement of your Affairs or the easy Manogement of them will
escape the Uonsiderstion of your Lawyer, if you employ a proper one, and

consalt him freely.
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Whilst in London T ssw the Imhoffs lovking extremely well and in high
Health and Spirits, Upon my Return I had the Hoppiness to find Mrs
Thompeon and our Eight Uhildren enjoying their usual good Health. A
Blessing of which I fully know the great Importance, and for which I hope
I am duly thankful 10 the great and good Giver of it Present our kind
Regards to Mrs Hastings and believe me

Dear snd hond Sir
most truly yours
Geo, Nessrr Tioursow,

[Addressed to:—]
Waknex Hastises Esa
Daylaford House
Chipping Norton,

No. 109.
Pextoy Longe.
Friday & July 1805
My dear and lond Sir _

I have just now received your Letter dated, by Mistake I suppose, only
yesterday. T had before duly received those of the 23] and 24 Juné, the for-
mer accamspanied by your Ineid sod liberal Observations on Mr Warres Claim
—Betore I wrote to you on that Subjeet T thoaght it expedient to wait for Mr
Warre's Communieations concerning it—1 confess 1 expected he would have
refused to submit it to my Devision. Late on Saturday Evening I received
from him the Papers which you had transmitted to him, with a short Note
simply requesting * an carly Answer as he \s under the Necessity of bringing
Mz Jones's Affaira to a Conclusion—" but without s single Document, State-
ment or Observation in explanation of the Subject. 1 have great Remson to
believe that T luve already ineurred his Displeasure by my Conduet in this
Business—After T had submitted his Cluim to your Consideration, T reported
fo bim your Thoughts coneerning it—He upon some  subsequent Oposaion
recurred to this Report, and ae 1 concoived gave it o Construotion which it
would not bear, sttribuiing o you larger Concessions than you had made—I
told him so, and when We next met Ho would hardly speak to me. This
Cireumstance is nol culenlited to sender the Task which you have wsigned
to me o plessant one. But I do not decline it, for it has never been & Muxim
with e o decline the Offices of Friendship, because they happen to be attend-
ed with Difficulties. Were this » Question indeed of Right hatween vourself
and Mr Warre, in which he had ahsolute and legal Prelensions, I should think
it very unbenoming of me even under your commands to take upon myself the
Decision of it, for I am no more fit to be a Judge in your Couse than my own
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—But his is an Appeal solely to your Justice nnd Geuerosity—It concerns
Your Honor only, and T can truly sssert that there is nol a Man on Earth more
tremblingly alive to the Preservation of it than I am. My very Attachment
to you i this Case is likely to operate rather in Favor of My Warre's Ulaim than
agrainst it: Sinee poor as I fear you are, I woulil infinitely rather mulet your
Pocket, than rob you of the smallest Portion of your good Name or subject it to
any Doubt or Suspicion. With these Sentiments I shall to the best of my
ability endeavour to execute the Commission you have given me. I have re-
quested Mr Warre to give me Information upon one or two Points, and I will
beg you to let me know whether the Houses at Cheltenbam were Freehold
Copyhold or Leasehold.

With respeet to the intended Arrangements ooncerning Mrs Hastings's
separate Property, if they have for their Object merely it's Seeurily against
the Casunlties to which it is linble whilst in the Hands of Bankers or any other
Men of Business, & power of Attorney witnessed or execuied by yoursell as
well as ber may perbaps unswer her Purpose. She would in this Case direct her
Agents 1o transfor all her Stock into the joint Names of George Powney and
myself, and We must either personally or by Attorney secept it—But if her
nbject be to strengilien her Title to her separate Property, to guard it agaiust
yourself your Creditors and all the World, this I conceive cannot be done by «
mere Power of Attornéy, Such u Power as the very Worids imply can impart
no Authority of which She is not herself already possessed—If She hus o
sepatrate Property, this may enable ler Attorneys 1o manage it for her; But
whether She has such » Property or not will till remain as much & Question
as ever. In oy very imperfect Knowladge of the Subject, this is all T cun at
present say ooncerning it. But 1 can very confidently repeat thal in all deli-
ente Arrangements uifecting Property it is wisest to consult the best logal
Authorities.  Men seldom attempl to muke fheir own Shoes  without baving
learned something of the Art: Vet we often see them in matters of infinitely
greater moment, and with almost an equal unskiliulness in what they are about
aoting as their own Lawyers, to the great Injury of themselves and their
Friends, and to the uo less Emolument of thal learned Profession.

1 rejoies to hear that Mre Hastings is well, and that the Imbofls aro with
you, for I am convinced their Company musi contribute greatly to your Hap-
piness.  Your good Head boas borne the Petting of many pityless Storm, aud
after Calumny hus broken its Shafts upon it, you seem yourself to mssail it in
s manuer that would addla the Braius of most men—Bnt temperate and natur-
ally healthy as you aré you may do sny thing. The Practice would be a dan-
gerous one to Men wha have no Activity except in eating and drinking. Vet
T huve heard that in Tussin it is extended to the whole of the Body, and that
People there universally 1oll themselves in Snow the moment they come out

13
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of the Tlot Dath. Mrs Thompson presents her kind Regards to you anid joins
me in affectionate Remembrance of Mrs Hastings and the Imhofls. We are
I thamk God all well.  Beliove me dear anil hond Sir most traly your's

Gro. Nesorrr Taowrsox

[Addressed t0:—]

Warnexr Hastves Esq.
Daylsford Mouse
Chipping Norton.
No. 110,
Pestox Lonae
8¢h July 1806
My dear Madam

The Nomination of yonr Son as one of your Trustees is highly eatiefactory
to myself, and I am convineed will be no less so to my Friend Powney: nor can
I for my own part ses that in any possible case his Participation in this Trust
cnn be prejudicial either to yourself or him. But Objections which escupe me,
may be obvious to Men more conversant in Business. I have already advised
yom to consult u Lawyer. If you do so, let me request you will ask him whe-
ther ns your Son will probably succead to your Property, there can be any
Objection to his being one of your Trustees—I snggest this Question uo less
for his Benefit than your own, You will readily conceive that both to Powney
and myself it must be highly satiefactory to be joined in the Trust by a Person
who has so beneficial sn Inferest in it as your only Child.

In my total Ignorance of every thing that regards vour Property T Lal
probably when T wrote lo Mr Hastings an eromecus Idea of yon
Intentions eoncerning it. I then comceived that yon wished to sub.
stantiate your Title to it, and to place your Rights besand all Cantroverss,
I now presume you intend nothing more than to puard it against the possible
bowever improbable Failure of your Agents. If this be your sole (ibject |
coneeive it may be best effocted by a short Deed nssigning your Property 1o
Trustees for your own sole and separate Benefit and 1o be at your exclusive and
entire Disposal—In thia Deed Mr Hastings may either conour or not as shall
be ndvised by your Lawyer, anid agreable to vourselves. You will then direct
your Agents fo transfer all your Stocks into the joint Names of those Trustees
and to deliver np to them all your Securities—Your present Agents may still
continue to be your Bankers—Under 0 Power from your Trustees they may
continue to receive your Dividends, and nothing that affects theiy Property can
then ever injure your's beyoud the Balance of Cash which may bappen to be in
their hands. Though what 1 have said on {his subjeet mey be of no use to
you, it will T hope ut least convinee you that T take an sffectionate Interest in
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it, and consequently dispose you to forgive a Frankness of Communication
which unless dictated by such a Motive might appear impertinent.

Mrs Thompson is thankful for your kind Remembrance of her—She and
all our Kight Children are 1 most heurtily thank God in perfect Health. She
is liowever under onsiderable uneasiness for her two very lovely and interest-
ing Nieces, Charlotte and Caroline Grindall, who are both af this time ill with
{lis Scarlet Fever. Sir Walter Farquhar assures her Mother that the Disorder
is not violent of its kind, and that there is every reason to hope for their speedy
Recovery. Your God Daughter Marian is a very good Girl, and desives me to
present ber Duty to you. Present our triendly Regards to all your Party and
believe me

Dear Madam
most truly your's
Gro. Nusurrr Tuosrson.
[Addreseed to:—]
Mes Hastixes
Daylaford House
Uhipping Norton.
(To be continued.)
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Correspondence of (Bichard
Eomards—IV.

[Continned.]
Eprren 8Y Lt.-Cor, Sir Riciarp Camxac Temere, Baerr, cn, C.LE,

LETTER CXLL
GEORGE PEACOCK T0O RICHARD EDWARDS,
(O, €. 386T.)
Hugly 27th May 1674
Mr Richard Edwards

Lovaing friend, your's baring date the 194k current have received hy Mr
Bugden, with o bundle gt. T 6 pair of slippers (which indeed are something of
the least)® lor which give you many thankes.

1 have by this conveighance sent you some powder, as alsos Mr Knipe,
which hope may prove servisab[le] to yow 1 shall' be hariily glad o meet
with yon lialte way [ # up the] river at any lime, soe that you appoint a time
when, bul eallly] wish that T migh ejoy [sic] the happinesse to see you
herfe ¥ in Hugly]. As for conveighance you shall not want what [# 1 can
furnish] and likewise your friend, which is what offers wtt priesent] from

Your sssured loveing Brother to serve you
Gro. Pracoces

Pray doe mo the kinduesse as to send me 3 or 4 breches sirings of that
ordinary sort

[Endorsed] T{o] Mr Hichurd Edwards

Merchant in Cusumbuzar

LETTER CXLIL
HENUY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
{0, C. 3969),
Stngeed le 10th June 16874
Mr Richard Edwards
Sir, Yesterduy vours of date May 281k came to  hamd, ond it your

L Containing:

2 By "something of the lest," Pacock seems %0 mean, s litkls too pomllt

5. EBinghiys, the Company’s fastory st Patna S Lettes XLV, LXXXIIL XCVL
CEXXIX,
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duplyeateing orders, the which you might have spared, sssureing your self
your Letters are of more esteem will me then to be cast behind me. I conmor
impute my nok writeing to ignoranee of Disputohes, lour honest Chief2 alwuyes.
aquainting us with it ere be putis pen to paper, but o o Cause the which,
when you shall know, I doubtnot your pardan.  We have here bene possess'd
with # false report of your eomoing bitlier und buve bene in expeciation of
your arriveall these & or 6 dayes.  Your Letter produced 2 different effects in
me. 1 was Joy'd lo see your hand in a pivee of puper, but that was Counter-
bullone'd by the loss of n hoppiness I did flutter wy self I shounld possess by
yur Good Company,

By this barer I have sent you 3 pieces Chint 3r2, 3 Shoshest 2¢ ;, 4 Girdles
2t du., [total] Tr: 4a. Thess came first to my hinwil, and T lud sent for as
miny more, &esd things, but then the nowes of your remeing catised mee (0
fatbid it, These hoce Laine by mo 20 dayes, and for aforesaid rosson hope
vou'l purden my not complying in quantety, but the rest and your pretesd shall,
God willing, comu on peeler boates whose Dustick’ we are enleavounng to
procure, but fear shall meet with Like Impedinents as laet year, which if doe,
shall seek some other way of conveyance,,

Bir, you may Justly thx me with Impudence for giveing you o Secanid
troable #'re Batisfaclion given for first. I wonld desire you, if uot too great
a trouble, to procure and send mo Por first appertunety & piece of Mullmolls®
of 7 or 8 Rupees for shasbes, nnd hall o Doxen Girdles for Women® TLeft 2
alithem be with gold Collabatte, 10 with & or 4 stripes of satne, the other 4
plainer and with Silver Collabatte. Pray lett them be well Colourd.  They
are for u Toaken to the Coest!! to » spatinll friend. 1 shall erder Mr. Nuylerl2
ahortly to pay you for Latter; the former must erave your farther Credite. I
shall trouble vou with noe more Scribleing at present save to lett you know kow
much my good wiskes nre dedieated to vour Service.

By ' Disgatehes ' the writer wesm mesns the despich of messengers | Kend),
Jobi. Charnock, she head of Paton Factory.

Chintz. Hee Latier XLV1.

Torhan-clobhd Se Lotters XCVI, OEXXVIL

And uther,

Baltpetre.

Pors. dustal, 3 pass or parmit

Matmat, wwslin, Ses Lsttoms LXXXI, XOV1, &c

Enibroidered sille for ssshes in contradmtinction to leathern belts worn by mso
Eatabattn, melsl threwd. Aee Lateers CXTI, CXXVIL

Madma

John Naplor, Ses Lstters XCTV, CXXIV, ko

14

FREEeoewpgosper-



e

b BENGAL: PAST § PRESENT.

I Hemaine Bir
Your highly obleiged Freind and
Bervant at Command
Hexny CanrEnTER
P8, prsy by next eend me for a mouth or 2 divertizemeni the Volumne of
playes you have; I mesn aot Beamont [and F] I[e]tcher’s
idem H. C,
{Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwurds
Merchant In Cassumbasar,
with a small parcell marked B E

LETTER CXIIII.
SAMUEL BULLIVANT TO RICHARD EDWARDS
(0. C. 3970).
M: Richard Edwards Singee June 11th 1674
Respected Friend

Yours of the 28 past came safe to hand, by which see you have newes of
ihe eale of my Ophium? st Rupees 150 per Maund. I am sorry Mr Bugden
Hefused the primo markett2 "Tis sold at & wmall wlvance that 1 feare its
swmount will searcely pay the primo cost, by resson must pay inlerest for the
meney for 8 Mos, bl must now bes contenl with my fortune, and Beturne
you many thanks for your car[e] and trouble therein, being no less obliged
to you than if hfa}d found a better sale. Tiz nol often (since my coming
into Indin) that have adventured to trade in any thing, but such are my
stars, it hath alwayes proved (o my prejudice.

I ehould bee glad {0 heare the Muske was sold also, which I pray yon to
desire lim lo effect il possible, being uwwilling to leave this place before
have ihisengaged my selfe.3 What you write concerning Remitting the money
for the Oplium to mee 1 approve of, amd eould wisl the Muske were sold alse
and it money Remivted with the [ . . .] Commodity will dry and So
may bee o grea[L1Jooser [, . . .1, The things you have provided for mee
you may, if you please; keep by you untill my arrivail with you or further
order about them.

1. Sw Lewtar CXXXIX,

4 From this it sppars that Edmnod Bugdon bad refused the Orst offer for Bullivast's
goods in s hops of gelting & befter price,

3 Bee Letier CXXXIX, whese Buliivanl comwieots @ his indeblsdness Le native

merchands o Patod,  “Diesngage ™ m bors used in s cheoloxe wemse of “ta free From
comttacl or chligation."
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Pray present my due Respects to Mr Vinecent, Mr J. M, L L, Eten
friends) with you. With my kind Ilespects to your selfe; wishing you all
bealth aud happiness and more fortunate in all your enterprizes than ever was

Your reall freind lo serve you
Sam, Brrryvasr,
[Enderved]
For Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Casambuzar.

LETTER CXLIV.
EDAIUND BUGDEN TO RICHARD EDWARDS
(0. . 3971),
Hugly Bih June T4
Mr Richard Edwasda
Itespected freind
This ie enely (0 wccompany my DBrother? awl Mr Priauixd with
the peece for Sasonet? 1 hrought away by o mistake and never paid for, whiek
excuse mee for. The bearer will tell you all that Dbefell them here, snd
what 1 did. =0 do not enlurge, but tell yon that I am
Your assaved freind and servand
Enun. Brooes
[On reverse] My Edwarde.
pray send mee rmo Bale of ooureo Sugar, T meane Pazorpore,® and my
Brother or Mr Coled will pay you. E.B.
[Fudorsed] To Mr Richard Edwurds
Merchont Tn Cassambezar

L Jelit Marshall, Edward Listleton snd other friemds

2 Johs Buglen, for whom see Latters LXXVIII, CV, CXIX.

3 This individual, whess Clristian name 1 Bave not sscertaiived, wiay bagw boe & sim
of Mr, Paul Priantx, who beums & Fremmn  of the Compeny i 1671 (Cound Boul, vel 27
fols i34, 135}, Hs somme W0 have been amployed with Juhn Hugles o the Hugil Hiver,
fov in the only other mentico T have found of him, 4 minnith laier. E0Ul July, 1574 |Fuctary
Hycards, Hugh, val. 1), 5e s crdewd to ook after tho vessnls uuill the ~vturn of George
Term, pliot i

4 Barseoet, » Gov sfb eilk.

& Pirhaps an srror for Patsspur, Midrapom Dastrct, whete snger was producnd.

6. Robert Cole, dyer. 'See Letter CXXXVL
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' LETTER CXLV.
GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS
(0. €. 8972).
Worthy Freind, Madapollaml 10 June 1674

Sir, Yours of the 6 past cume to hund the 16 present, abonmwbing with
many gratefoll Acknowledgments, which T ean by no means Heceive as in
the least messure due o any desert in me, but 1 thankefully Accept them, and
Lighly Estimate thuse oolle Emamations of your Oblidging Gennerous
Spiritt, whereby vou Lave further ingagd wme ti your Servics in paying me
i liberally before hand,

T am sorry Mr Vieknrrs2 left you soe in the dorke without any more par-
troulur Account of the ponserns, whicle 1 feare will Render the Recovery more
difficult, beeing promiseuvusly with Dthers, and not distinguishable by any
of Mr Tangstous’ pupers that | enn yel Undecstund; bt T hope the Accound
you huve now inelvsed may contribute somewbat 1o the discovery of your
propristy,d which 1 shall dilligently endeasour Upon my Relurn to Metehle-
patim, where the goods ure, and Mr Mohun allsos lately theither pone, whome
I intend suddenly 1o Lollow, whesiee by (he Best bonveighunes you may expect
forther advice what 1 hove Effected thervin

The paretl]l sky colousd gold stripd sloll your Nolé mentions, T beleive
My Vicknrrs made Use of himselfe, for I remomber be wore such a Conte at
lis beeing liere, which T véry much faneyed, sl phall esteeme it o great kind-
tiees 1 you plesse b favour me in progury of suol a parvell, which you may
enoommend to Me Reade ul Nugly for conveighuyuer to me,

All'the partioulars yom desire from henee shall bee sent you by the shipps;
il they proveed tu your parts, winl in foylure thereof, by the firsl Other Securs
Upportunity that Offers Which, with mine and my Wifes due Respects and
cordisll wishes fur your coutinued healih and Wellfure, is [# the ueedfull]

now from 8ir, Your very affeclionate Servant
fizo, Warre
[Endorsed]To Mr Richard Edwands [Endorssd ]

Merchant In Casambusur

b Madapollam [Madhaviyapslem), in Namspur tafvd. Oodivari  Diskrich, whers the
Compuny had & fsctory sebordinaie to Fort B1 Goorge.

B Johe Viekerd, fur whom see Letior ¥,

& Francis Langetom, slected fartor on the 1m October, 1667, was semt 10 Madras and
Umncs bo Mamdipstam, whern be died in Msy 1672 (Cowrs Bosk, wol 55, P 91, 3B, 6T, ™H;
(.0, 3573, 3R33).

4. Used in ita obeclste wonse of * propersy.”

5. Richard Mohon, Chisf at Masulipatam Sm Latters XXXVIT, CXXIX.
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LETTER (XLVL
GEORGE PEACOUK TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. 0. 3973),
Hugly the 22[nd Junle, 1674

Loveing Friend

the 114l Present veceived yours of the Dth, giveing you many thankes for
your care in the Providing the breechestring &ca, which T soe greatly want-
ed,! and shall, when opertunity serves, endeavour to gratify these and many
other kindnesses of yours. I expect by the returne of Mr Pace® lo enjoy
the happinesse of sseing you bers, to whome pray p[resen]t my deare
[ o ]ffections.

By your order have made a d[Pemand of Mr. Chuseman3]  for the
[#21 m.] due to you, whoo promises that when his wax gome up, which will
be in 2 or # day’s, he will make sale andl pay what be is indebted to you. 1
have also inguired of Goorge Herron® concerning the 2 bailes of shugar,
which sopose he has write to you sboul.

Not elce nt present, save my love to you and all friends with you, T rest

Your assured Friend and servant
Gro. PrAcOCEE.
[Eandorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards

Merchiant in Unssambuzar,

LETTER CXLVIL
JOHN SMITH 10 RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. C. 2074},

Ballasove, June 23d. T4

Mr Richard Edwards
Esteemed good friend
Pray déliver to the bearer hereof two pieces 20 Coveds® each of the
best Rled TaffatyS for my Account, with 20 rs. in mony, und  tuke his
Receipt for ii,

Spé Laster CXLL

Thomas Pace .Bee Tatesy LXEIX

Williigs Chusewnn  Boe Lutier CITL

Sue Letier CXXXVIIL

Clubit, sll. Bes Leitera LYVIL, LXXVIIL, CXX1
Bep Letters XI1TI, LXXIX, LXXIXI.

15
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To morrow I shall write to Mz, Mamshall! to pay you Rupees 300 and
‘write to you more at Large.
With my Respects, I rest
Your Reall friend and ready servant
Jons Surra.

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards.
Merchant I[n Cassambasar.]

LETTER CXLVIIL
(0. €. 3976).

| Ballasore June 24th T4
Mr Richard Edwards

Ttespectad freind

Yours of 2d purrent T Received 20th ditto,

(' ma binng gid awdwrs qidn bwhe ir qids bwks or hmgors plorsh biw
pi Jwmnp ox qid Laadw awboxrwu dt plw emnwlidbw O mudebw gid i kin
uidrw okl gid amq sq enoporz plw hwmbq einu pi B, K2

I bave seoonling to Your desire ordered you on 3r Marshall R, 3002
Suppose heell pay it you, of which pray advise per first.

In has[te] take leave and subscribe
Your sssured fremnd to serve you,
Jons Surm
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant in Cassambazar.

L Jobn Marshall. ‘Ses Latter XXXIL

2 This semtence, written in the cipher mmployed by Smith in Lewers LXXXV, CXI,
CEXV, CXL, reads as follows «—

T am sorry yem revang your self o yoor self in laying things sos to hesrs. If you
have resigned up the wirehouse, 1 sdvim yus %o com doune (to. Balusor) which yoo may
by writing the lmst word Lo W. O,

Smith seemm to bo slluding to Bdwarde's dieappolntment that Bdward Litdeton had
been. placed sbovs him it Exsimbmr (See Letler CXXV), By W, C Walter Clsvall s
meant,

& Smith me=ns that he is remitting Ra. 300 1o Edwards by 1 bill, which he han arranged
for John Marshall to honour.
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LETTER CXLIX.
MATTHIAS VINCENT T0 RICHAED EDWARDS,
(0. C. 3979),

[Of the purentage of Matthise Vincent nothing bas been sscertained.
T is probable that he was o son of, or neazly connected with, Sir William
Vineent, Alderman of Londoy, who was kmighted in 1661 and who held
atock in the East India Compeny, but provf s wanting. His two securi-
Lies, on election as factor, on the 4tk November 1661, were Jolin and Thomas
Vincent, the latter being his brotlier to whom he subsequently gave a power
of sttorucy. Vincent arrived in India in August 1662 and was sent lo
Hugli where he ncted as warehousekeeper. In Ouvtober 1667 be became a
member of Couneil in “the Bay" and in 1671 he succeeded Juln March se
(hiet st Kosimbazar, thus arousing the hostility of Joseph Hall who consi-
dufed himself superseded, Vincent Lhad married some time before 1670 and
his wife Mary? Greenhill was & Rommanist, Hall reparted (o the Usmpany
that Vincent's Louse wus u “resort of Romish priests” snd thut hiz family
“Consisting of about 20 fringeys [farangi, Indian-born Porfuguese] and
Portuguese” had ousted the Company’s servants from (heir rooms in Kasim-
bazar fastory, Hall further acoused Vincent of misappropriation of the
Company’s money. By the Court's orders sn euquiry wos instituted. The
“Jesuits and Romish Priests that goe up and downe to Mr. Vincents wife
and family" were found to be non-sxistent, anly one Frantiscan priest on lis
way to Agra luving visited the factory, but no answer was returned (o the
question “whether lie educates iz Cliliren in tlie Protestant or Tomish
Religion.”  The other charges brought by Hall against Vineent, that of in-
gficiency mnd of using, in collusion with Walter Clavell, the Company’s
money for hie “owne interest on prefence of providing saltpetre” were re-
ferred for examination on he spot by an agent of the Company.

In 1673 Vincent become implicated i the death of Raghu the Com-
pany’s poddar or cashkeeper af Kasimbazar, who died after o flogging ad-
ministered by Anant Ram, the house-broker. Vineent was absent at the
time and it was proved that he had no hand in the affair, but the matter
camsed much Jocal excitement ond o hesvy bribe was neceseary to placate
the native governor. For a full account of this incident and the enquiry
oonduete] by Streynsham Master three years Inler, see Diories of Streyn-
sham Master, od. Temple.

In 16756 Major William Puckle, wha had been sént onl by the Company
to inspect their factories in Madros ond Bengul, examined the charges
brought by Hall ngainst Vincent, and found the evidence very “slender.”
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Tn the following year, when H'I'I‘ﬂj'ﬂlhﬁm Master was nt Kasimbasar, Vinoeut
brought a counter-charge ungainst Hull.  After an enquiry lusting several
days, Hall was adjudged to be the guilty party snd was forbidden to Lold
any office under the Company ustil definite orleérs wore received from Eng-
land. A yeur Ister, on the death of Walter CUlovell, in Aogust 1677, Vin-
cent became “Chief” in the “the Bsy.”

In July 1678 Vincent went v a political mission fo Ducen and returned
to Kasimbazar i October bringing a aéshan or letiers-pateut, signed by the
Newsb of Bengal, Privce Mubammad A'sam;, third son of the Emperor
Aurangzeb. Thie document granted trading privileges to the English in
Bengal and was eonsiderved to bo “well worth the Cherge and  exveeding
paines taken by the Cheife in obtaining the same” Vincent was, nevertheless,
atill looked upon with #uspicion by the asuthorities at home who had
good veason to believe that be was carrying on private trade. In 108D ke
declined the third place in Council at Fort St. (ieorge, probably becouse he
woald have been unable to continue to incrense lis income by the forbidden
ohnnnel. At this time another aceusstion was brought sgeinst Jom  in
England. He was anid to have noted with sndue harshnese towards  Joln
Thomas, & lunatio ssevant of the Company and to have practised “dinboli-
cal acts wiith Drnmminees to “bewiteh” him.  Bui o greater offence was lis
intimaey with Thomas Pitt, a notorious private trader [nfterwands Governor
of Fort 8t Georgej, who hod married his “younger siece”

Although Vinoent disclaimed ony connection with “a Privateere from
Musontt” hrought to Bengal by Pitt, appearances were against him and le
was dismissed by the Courl in 1681 for “infidelity” in “abetting sdvising or
canniving sl the late Interloper whicl landed in the Bay" Tt was ondered
that his papers shonld be seized, and an enquiry instituted into his alleged
frauds, and he himsalf sent home under wrrest. The orders resched Inidia
in 1682 but Viocent seemed to be very little disturbed by the Company’s
displeasure and colmly weut ou with the aerrungement of his affairs.  In
December Parson Evnns wrote to Edward Reads that he and FEdward
Littleton were “in o faire wiy to finial their bussnesie to their own hearts
content,” They had been “served with Subpoenss ont of Chanesry™ bul re-
fused to sppear, “saying they would answer in England."

YVincent returned home with Thomns Pitt and on his arrival. in Tuly
1683, wae kept in custody for o fow daye, after which bail was allowed. The
Court seems to Lave beon winble to make out u case pgaisal lim and his
name soon disappears fram the proceedings. He settled down in Lendon,
was kmighted in Marel 1685 and died in 1088 leaving two sons, Vincent
aud Theodore, [is widow, Dame Mary Vincent, diod in 1602. See Court
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Bouki, vols, xxiv, xxvi, xxix; Leiter Books, vola. v, 1, vii; Faotory Records
Fort St. (Feorge, vols; xvi, IXVii, HUgh i, iv; Kasimbazar, i, Miscellaneous
i 0. . Wilsoa: Barly Annals of Bengal, vol. I3 Yule, Hedges” Diary, volks.
I, 11, 111, Diariee of Streynshain Master, el Temple; POC, Willy, 86
Foot, 233 Fane ]
Mr Richard Edwands Cassumbazar, 19¢h July 1674
Ruspected Friend

1 have in your charge and commitied to your care sent 623 Copangs or
Jupan Jeehies,l which are ssid 1o be worlh at Dacoa (to which place you
are now bound and whither T wish you u good voyage) 20 ru. 4 u. per piece®
I wish ey may mwet with so good o market.  There is Soopull, Chittar
Nulls Gomsustel,® whom you may send for. He muy be available to you in
their sale and taking good money. Yow may also speake to Mr. Aluest and
Mr. Hervy,® to whom I have written to assist you; but I suppose you may
dve best by the other meanes. However, mther then spend too much time
or take bad money, hring them with you agai

I have sent a huoy and s rope, which make fust when you come into the
Loat to the thing you cerry them in; snd pray be a little earefull how you
crost the river,S {he wind blowing some limes pretty fresh.  Your best way
will be to kee all the way under the weather shore, where with convemiency
¥on CAm,

I wish you a good voyage and wife return unto

Your very nssured Friend to serve you
[No endorsement. Marys. ViNcesT.

L Jap schiby, speli by tha old writers varionaly, " jeeby, Wjib, iehabo.”

2 Vincend bos mized wp hin Japanms mosey. The Jepanese felion [copang or sige)
oo s gold tesl of 223275 graiue, worth 84 to £2.5/(¢ The ivhsdy wes quurter of & ke-daw
aml worth about 10/~ It will be noted that Viocet's valuatlon of 20 o & & makss the
el mentioned worth 2410/, Presunmbly, therefore, ke wma not  allnding to  either the
bo-ban or sehiby bul to the odan, » large puld coin worth twd o theee ko-bens,

3. Sophal, Chitar Mal's gumeshte, agent.  Chilar Mal was & perenf, monsy-changer,
ai Easimbassr, employed by the Company.

4. An error for Elwes Hoberi Elwes was Chisf sl Dacca. Ben Letter L

5. Banigel Hervy, Becood st Dacca wnder Robert Elwes. Ses Letter CIL

6. Apparently Edwards waa 1o take the monay by bost from EsSmmbizsar o Daccs, and
the booy and rope wers given him o stiach w the box (n coss dhe bost npert. Hs was
tu loscp the wasither shore il the way, which would =5 that svmeen be the tight bank, from
Himmpms Banlia to Goalmmdo; after which ba wonld bave to cmss Ahe river |in onder to
k7 on lo Docewl a4 poind whers 1t i very wide and lmbile 40 siorms in July-Aaguet. It
iy, Nowover, doubifal i} Edwands sver wmil o Unrss in 1678, s from Letter CLITI,
iufi, we find ihat be hod been b Bl mod wes beck In Koasimbisir Lelese the 1444
Asigned, whish woold #ol have given him Hme to geb b0 mad from Taecey in the foterral

by river.

16
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LETTER CL, _
HENRY CARPENTER T RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0, C. 3984,)

Singee le 25tk July 1674
Mr Richard BEdwads

Moost respected Friend

Sir, my last W you was  Per veétumn 6f  your Cossittl of date June [e
10th2 by which conveyance 1 sent you 3 pisces Chint and as many Girdles
aml Shoshes sinee wlen yuu Love pot advissd ol their Receipt, though[h]
an opportunity hath Preseatod; but T dare not Lmputs it to your neglest,
Supposeing (83 you bave formerly nidvised) the dispat[eh] might bave bene
given, us weoll s many formerly, without your kngwledge. '

1 then writ you we Lad Ior some tinie expected your arriveall her[e],
which repor{t] we [ hod] from & Servant. of Mr, Bugdens that an
Engl[ishjmmn [. ..., ] bither [. ... ... .. ] snd that which (F made
us) beleive it to be you wos his saying it wos Peer-Cawns® Muaster that was,
awl the more by peason My Bullivant Lod been expeoted at Togly for some
time before. This troublescme insertion 1 have given you will, I hope,
procure my pardon for pot in ful[l] complying with your former Orders,
but shall Spesdily sapply the defeot.

In my luat 1 swgnestad you to  provideé and send me half a Dozen
Givdles for women, Viet, 4 of & good Sort strip'd throngh with gold collo-
bottes, the wiher 4 more pluine of silver,® all of good lively Colours (those
to bee Sent, if not lo great o trouble, by first -qlf-aﬂunaly. 1 deferring nns-
wering o Const Letter 1l your receipt) and o piece of Mulmolls of 7 or 8
Rupees; tor the former shall take order® your payment there. [ againe
muke some véquest und hope shall speadely Teare from you, I kmow T
need not wee reiterntings to you, mither should I, wes I certaine my former
lad attein'd your reception. You may Justly tearm  me impudently hold
for giveing you fresh tronhles ere retalintion made for many of older date,

but shall end your present trauble, relying on your goodness for a partiall
construction of it, and remaine, Sir, :

Yours in all Degrees
Hesny Cuazrexten,
Karad | mnsssnger,
Sew Letter OXLIL
Pir Ehin's

Bea Letber CXLIT for these gpocds
The st seesmi to womy *' give ordary for
“Portiul " i vsed in is (now rire) setse of ' fovourshle ™

(- L o
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P8 Pruy tavour me in Sending for w amall sbuson your thick Volumn of
plaves. not Beamont and Fletcher. 1t elull varefully he retumpd
you Per Sir, Your Servaut pruy forwanl Toelosed

idems H. €.
[No endorsement, ]
LETTEHR CLL :
SAMUEL BULLIVANT 10 RICHARD EDWARDS,
(. €, 3986).

Singav, 4 August 1674
Ar Richerd Edwands
Respected Freind
Yours of the 12 past mouth enue sufe (o hond, with e BIL inelised
Jrawns on My, Charnoek for Rups: 300 : which his necopted and will pay it
1 returne you (hankes for your cave anl trouble in said, nud I T con serve
you fu any thing bete to my utmosti ability shall readily Jdoe it I am
[sor]ry the Muske will tot selll lut miust bee content; hope il puy Europe
Ships nrrive, my fin[dJe n markeit. I luve nol more to trouble you with
ot present, save tender of heasty love to your selfe, wishing you Lealth, and
subscribe,
Your reull fretnd o serve yan
Sam, Brrsyvasm
PS. My due Hespeets te all my freinils in your Factory,
fdem S B.
[Endorsed] To Ms Richard Edwanle

Merchant in Cassnmbuzar,

LETTER CLIT
JOHN SMITH TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. C. 3088).
Higly August 19tk 1674

Mr Richard Edwards

Estoomed good freind
Last night T arrived here and am informad 4 Letter of yours is gone for
mee to Ballnsore, and hope ere Longe T shiall raoed with it here.  Sinee 1
am got hither T ohallenge wour formor prowis to meel meoe lers, and I'm

I. See Leter CXLITL
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confident your busimess cannot stuy you, thevefore pra[y], ere Lunge, doe
hope you'l make the more Last, boivg 1 cannot assure you of my Long stay,
coming on my OWD business,! and so soone as (st done must be Gone; soe
hupeing to sse you liere ere Longe, Ttefer all till then, and at present conolude
with Subseription
Your assur’d freind to serve you
Jonx ST
{Eundorsed] To Me Ihichard Edwards
Merchunt in C[zssumbagar].

LETTER CLIIL

EDWARD READE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0, U, 3080},
Hugly August 10th 1674
Mr Richard Edwards
Respeeted Friead

I ot sery glad to undemstand by yours of the Lk Current that you
arrived in safety 1o Cassumbuzar, and  give you many thanks for remembr-
ing tmy tronblesomfo] concerns, and doubt not but you will sénd ull a8 soone
s mny beo, and if possible to bee found, the musroll? also with the rest.

The bad times rendered mee incapeable of shewing you thal kindness
hore that might have merited your thanks, and T hope you will wholy im-
pute it to my bad fortune fhat you were not entertained an you deserved nnl
T slesier (L3

My Selfe and wife present you our respects.  As yet not u word of good
nowse, When any comes you shall have it from.

Your reall friend und Servaut Enw, Reaoe.

Pray present my respects to Mr Cole, Mr Naylor &ca. friends,

[Endorsed] To Mr Richand Edwanls

Merchant [In Cassnjmbuzar.

1 Gwdth, whe bad been smsponded during enquiriss inte his slleged irreguler actions
while Chisf st Daces, bad spparesily lefi Halssce, {Ses Letter CXLVII) witheat
parsission

2 Muwre (F. suweerolie, from 1o Muss muesle) an obaslele torm for the oosé lond of
s hridia:

5. Thets Is oo eiher rocord of Fdwscda’s visih o HIgl in 1678, Ses oole 6 Lslisr
URLIX,
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LETTER CLIY,
(Cr C: 5983).
Huyly August the 230 1074
Mr Tioksrd Edwuards
Loveing freind

Yours of the 14th I received, but at the recerpt of it was totally iniis
posed to Anwwer it, though A conveyauee offered, labouring af that Hume
undsr A Lash more Greivous than that at Daces,! Dboth in respect of it
Vyolenoce and continuance and the Addition of A wesk Stomneh, all which
then gave me somo reason to fear that I might lave hero laid my botes.
Bul (God be praised) T Am somewhat vetreived from the Vyolenter Assnults
of it and do hope 1 may dayly recover..

My, John Smith being Arrived hers? and likely to stay some time, 1
shall desire you what yon have (ol ready or Can procure in the tme of his
sty 1o Send to hiny, and I will Gel Lin Lo send tbem downe’ by the Sloope
Danietl end Thomas, which 15 now Coming np with Daniel Roberte? oo her;
who liss bought Georges parts snd muy possibly letwrne in A Convenient
time.

We shall be Going hence T suppose On Wednesday next. T hope there-
fore the Sugm® may be Uomeing. However, Send il Afterwards to Alr
Smith; 18 Waterpots I have got, such as 1 Could (the Rascals heing anwill-
ing tw Doviate from A Received way,7 though for & better), and if I can Get
pessage {or them o this boat; Ile Send them now,

You may rectify the Acovunl betwizi you and I by (hus making me
Debtor Ir. for what Given to the Dandess® 4 a to the apeon ut Mirdandpore?
and some other small things a2 Cassambazar, of which your man can Oive
¥ou An Account.  This I had before forgot.
 Heres An Affaire T wonld Offer o your Comsideration, whiok if it
Sucosedsd, might not be disadvantageous, Vigt,, the prooury [olf long
peppert0 [2 whetflier it may not be feisable with you these Or (As T Am

1 Thare ate tio ldlers eatent [eom Thomes Pocs w Hichard Edwards doted from Dacea.

2 Bed Letter CLIL

3 To Balagor,

4  TDaniel Robema & sesmon, wreeked o G Samordtaw, © 166, wa rrbevisinad a0 u piled
i the Hugh rover In Trbreary 1673 Bem Diiaries of Ltvegmebam Mavker, o2 Temyple, L. 253,

455 yEvatnotoe)
B Gearge Pres ' shivee ol & the pesls prosided by Edwenia
6 Hee Latne CEZYX
7 Awmpisd, geeeslly adopted, metheil
£ Poedi, boaliwnk.  Ses Lelise OXVITT
8 Messonper gt Mirdaadpor.
10 Lo peyper, Piper Ionawws 171 % fraied in Begpgel zed 3 Tmiin

"
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‘ M'j at Sigdreat where your man fa. I you find it pobable to be got

at Such rates, that with sl oharges and allowsnce for Drying it may come
wnt wt Gr. or 6 Ba. (if presently got)2 here, T should belnive it for your profit
and wonli desire npon {hat Account fo be Concerned with you in what you
can Get and dhinll upon your Adlvise returne you what mouny you shall think
on my Part yoo may lel mit.  But if there be none 1o be got of the Old,
You mey Endssvour A the first Coming of the New CUrops which I suppose
muy then be procured in better quantities and easier rales. U1 (his A= you
Judge best Advise, This bging all from
Your loveing freind
Tao, Pack
My respects to Mr Vincent, Mr Marshall, Mr Liftleton and his lady
Mr Kuipe &ea freind[e].
My Lux® and his wife present his respects o you.
[On reverse] The water pots will come by the Boat within 5 dayes.
[Endarsed] To Mr Richand Edwards
Merchant in Cassambazar.

- LETTER (LV.
(FEORGE ENIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. C. 3995).

[George Knipe—additional note. In the biography of George Kaipe,
precading Lotter CXXXVI, it will be noted that by his will his estate wus
divided in proportions of sixteenths. This is interesting, because such @
division ix in sccondance with Indian customs wherehy an estule i valued
us a rupee and  Ulie proporfions bequeathed ars reckoned sss0 wany snnas
to the rapee.  The rupee is also the unit in land valuation.]

Cossumbuear 1o 26th [Aagus]i 1674
Mr Richard Edwards
Esteemed Friond

This is onely to advise you thut your men is come from Sindree® haveing

brought with lim 84 ru: for our Aecounts and 473 upon the Doclors? ue-

1. Apparenily lntended For Singhiya. the English factory nest Patna.

2  Prorered sl once.

A The frolb of the Long Pepper lo gothervd when green, in Jomuary, and js deied in
the san.

8. ‘William Lax, pllot: See Lateers XCIT, CX11, CXVIL

5 The month, which is porn mway, s determined hy o note om the bwek of the
fotter iz Rickard Edewards’s writing.

‘4 Singhiya. Spe Teuer CLIV.

7. Halph Harwar. Ser lotler LXIV.
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count. The latter Summe he buth delivered to Mr Noylor and the Tormer
to me. Your chank g yet are not eold, the price being not more then 1dr.
pet bhundred! for which ke eéould bove sold them all. Therefore if you
think you ehall be something long on your Vorage2 it would De Test to
write whether it shall be sold at that price or not, that your man my loose
po time in returuing thether.

Herewith 1 send you s letter from Iugly, being the neediull at present
from

Your assured affectionate friend
Gro. Kxire.

They are all well at home3

Mes Cole &ea. remember their services to Mrs Vincent &ea.

[Endoreed] Ta Mr Edwards

Merehant In Rejamaule or elee where,

LETTER CLVIL
JUHN SMITH TO RICHARD EDWARDS
(0. €. 3598).
Hugly August 20th 1674
Mr Tichsrd Edwards
Respected freind

few daies sinoe T writk you henced but bnve Recgived none  from yow a
Long time, dos Lope shall eve long in ber gid Iwmn Mikinuors pi qidn taisob
oz vip O Uimb plire gid ewmn np vwmh eopl aww elwr gid enip aww biw.®

In ballagore T Recoived o piece C{hin]te® for Mr Ruipe, which T
desite you hequaint lim T have relivered to the peont that goas npon the boat.

1. This seema to Tefer o the comignment ef conch-shells st which Edwards and
Herry bad olrvady had mmch  corrmpondemcs.  (See  Letbera ovil, CXII, CXIV,
CXVIl, CXXXV), Edwards sent ihe shells b0 Dudes where Hervy conld bob get a
higher offer for them thun Ra 1! per 100, In consequenie, they were returned to Hiaim-
Viwr, and now, sfier wore than & year, they wee wiill unsld.

2 To Dacrs Ses Letter LXIV, ¥From the mdorsement, Koips seema to have been
keft in ignomanes of Edwards's destination. since Hasjunbsl s somw dissance vp the Tiver
from Esshimbiasr.

3 At Esshimbuiesr,

4, Om the 10th Augost Hes Lever CLIL _

& This passge, in the same ciphor employed by Smith in Letters LXXIV, CXI,
OXIV, CXL, CXLVIIL, mead =— o7 we you [y Acooriling b your prahe) et
1 shal think you wwre not veal [in earnest] with mes when you writ mes soe™

6 The origmal has Cie., sn umoensl sblreviation for chim, fe, chinty, which in
spporemly mtendod.

7. Msmenger. Ses Latiees XXX, OXXIV, An




. ‘This should have bin sent forward lmg Since, but the boat and peou
went without my laowledy. 1 loure now there is o Smull  English
Ship? arrived and bronght nothieg to sell either entuble or drnkable
I have had & feavour on nio these eighl dules und s pow Searce ahlo
to crawl: 1 have not sent Mr Knipes things.
Yours J. &,

Mr Viekers Died in his Voyosge to Eogland

| Sept. Tth 1674 Hugly.
[Endorsed] To Mr Richand Edwards.
Mervhant In [Usssimbuzar.]

LETTER CLVIL
THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. ¢, 3997),
Hingly August the 26; 1674
My Tiohard Ediards
Loving freind
Ay Tna® 1 lope you have seeaivod in which Twrote you al large, this
being only to Advise you to receive of this Bont your 18 Water pote with
Covers and o desire yon tn Send Per (ke first the black fringe, and if you
havve it dane, the SilverS (if 3t may be by you thonght Safe) land Conveyence
We shall be Going lence th murtow. This with my Respests to Mr
Vinoanr &ea. freinds is all st present from.
- Your Assured Loveing #reind
Tio: Pace
[Endorsed] To Mr Rishard Edwards
Merchant In Cassambaszar.

Mmdwm,lmmhﬁ-mﬂﬂum&hﬂm&h
pamy. He w4t Polm G 1620, Eoe the Bagh Bepister for that year, pp. 365, 783,

2 Hind reeerde, Pard, pressdos, prestimg, salimialiog,

A The fdeive, & plak ar smsll pesgeing abip, commanded by Capdain William  Galch.
Bew Vartory Reenidi Idgh, wal 4

. Eea Lethes CLIT.

B The walerpote irs subioned in Letler CTTV, bt ihers ls oo peleeence uither f-
that Inttor or in the previoms one [Lettar CXXXVIII) ta black and silver fringe

6. This sentence in confomml. If “Per the it ™ be tratwpoesd to pressda * lssd
Eoprvwpmmoe,” the meaning will b obrioos.
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LETTER ULVIIL
HNENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0, C. 3008.)
Singwe le 1st September 1674
Mr Richard Edwards
Respected Friend

Thi is now my thind letter to you Since any frum you, my lasl bareing
date July 251kt Your Silenve causss much my admirntion, ilere huveing
to my knowledg 2 oppertunitys Presented from your Faetory since my first
to you which accompunied your Clunts &ea. 1 hope 1 have nol givel any
occasion on which you might Justly ground any disgust. My not in fall
Complying with your Expectation sooner will, 1 hape, obtaine your pardon
when you shall consider how seldome pppertunelys Present, Esspetially for
things of Least Bulk

{ formerly wrot you for o few frifles but now am apt to doubt wy Fre-
simition was foo great; yet it proceeded from the incouragement you have
bene. plessed often to give me thut I might, when lad decnsion, mike use
of yonr friendship, and t'was on that I grounded my boldness.

I have now sent you acconding to order, Vizt.

r

2 peeces (‘hints 2

2 Gindles -:12 Thess thiugs goe inclosed in
2 Shashes 2 1: Mr. Nuylovs fardled

1 Pr. ChinraesS 4

1u 4 Baggs, Mds. 6: 205¢.:
Peeter 5 at Ir: ja. per Md. 6:11

[ #Paid] Buita to muke them
Eil.lﬂil.l'j‘ o =714

TUp. 11-10

Beo Letter Ol
Turben-clothe BSee Lotters XCVI, CXXXVIII, UXLIL
H. Churs, n bonoelet, bangls,  Bes infre, whevs o Bud ihoh Whiesw psrtienlsr braceiols
wers to o mado of rhinoosos horm.

4, The parcel For John Nayler

5 John Marshnll {for whom se= Lotter XXXIL) o his Nofes vl Odgereorione (Harl
A5 4258, el 14) ssys that the Pains sws in bis day [1858-1677) was 40wy or TH
gl | basbiles (he custom of the plice ia bo ullow § seer im every wauwnd,” so that 6 man
U1l see of salipetrs woiild be equul to 530 2/5 The. nv.

g 1 would resd this to mean * bhatfe, wilowance, to make tham chlari-ari, » eurrenmi
parm for givimg W permit (ehbar or ohhar-ehpttd i

18

L
e
-
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Now may imagine the renson why have vent you noe Hookaes! when yor
s Mr Knipes siudf.

I Liwe order’'d Mr Nayler to pay you 126 Tia, lhe which pray demail
of lim uud of Mr Kuipe 4r. 1., swd what there shall remaine after you are
satisfyed, plense to receive townids the procureing those things I formerly
desire[d], if vom will please to give to give [se] your self that trouble wsd
mee that favour,

For Uhurses of Rhynoscerott horn, are nobe resdy, bui have order'd
a puir to be made, the whioh you muy expect by unext if reudy, have in mean
time Send you a pair of Ivory for your approbation.

Eanwrree? s now extreame deare: being ot 34r. Per Piece, and not good,
iheretore have seni none withoul farther order. II you would bave trusted
e with the Book I wrot for I should spesdely have retur'd it you,

No# move af Prosent, save wishen for your health, remaine Sir

at your Uommand
Hesny Canresten,
[Endarsed] To Mr Richard Edwards

Merchont In Cassumbazar.

LETTER CLIX.
EDWARD READE To RICHARD EDWARDS.

[0, L 0909.)
Hugly Sept: 5th: 1674
Mr Richard Edwards
Respected Friend,

Betare | recoived your last I gnesd the trua cause of your not semding
the Sugar, which will come time enougl if within & month you please
send 1t for mee to Mr. Smith here, #s alzo the bambooead 1 give you many
thanks for procury of the reines and like very well of them. The Musroull’
shall returne, but must get one made like the 2 Joymts;® the other now seut.

L Ar. Augged. the Indian waler.pipe, hubbls babhle
2 H. Kinari, edge or border, generally of gold or milver lacs ; hence trimmings of
gold snd siiver Braid, fe

4. Sugnr and bamboon mast have been among the ** concorns ** mentionsd in Letter CLIIL
5 S Letter ULIFL

6. The writer's meaning in not plain. Ha wemn o be referving to soms speeist
tiwe-hand,
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I am now for Ballasore where is nu  English lip arrived ! and i cun
serve you there, pray freely command
Your reall friend and Servaut
Tip. IeiDE.
My time snd papers short, which pray excuse.
Pray tell Mr Littlaton I have deliversed his Cossas? o My Spaith
[Endarsed] To My Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassumbuzar.

LETTER CLX.
THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0 € 4009)
Ballasore, Sept, the 14th 1674
Alr Richord Edwards
Loveing freind

I could not write you by the last, but T hope AMr Johu Smith lss from

Hugly given you tle reason, L desiveing him.

This Serves to Englose A litter for you from England, Arriveing with
Captain Wildee in the Lancaster® (e 12th Tostont. T shell take core to Gel
what you desived of me reéady Against the next Conveyanee and if you
would have ought Flse tis requisite you Send Your Order Assoone As pos-
sible. Liquors there are, but very deare I beleive, Every one both at e
Consid and here bring Fefore the ships Arvita!l wery bare, and heretore the
more greedy.

I Aw Still very myueh lndisposed in wy body aml (herefore very unft
for Any thing: Excuseme then thul I vaunpl prolong, hut resd

Your very Loveing freind
Tuo. Pace
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards

Merchaut In Cassambaszar.

1. See Lettee CLVL

2 Khastr, finn muoslin.  Ses Latter VL

4 Face hss confused the captiion of the Pherair and the Yowswtir, twa of e
Company’s ships which srriced In Bengnl ahnrtly slier Lhe Aidvire [Boe Letted OLV1), Captsia
Jobn Wildey - commanded the PAsrsis sod Caplein Rictiued Gosdlud Wi Luneaster.

4 Madras, )
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 LETTER CLXL
GEONGE WILITE 10 RICHARD EDWARDS.
(L) €. 4003,
Mi Rivliaid Edwanls Balluanre the 2. Sepr. 1674

S

My lust was the 19 Juue! in complynnce with wy promise whereiy, T
iid endenvonr what possible 1 could the Recovery of your Goods, but wes
disappointed of serving you eltlier 40 yone owne or my content; for though 1
did att last, by the Assistance of Mr Freeman® provaile for all Mr Langstones
Remutnes® o be delivered th Me Uholmley® and my Selfe, he beeing implay'd
for Mr Joln Smiths, ua I for your conserne; yet uwpon surveigh of them 1
conll find noething like what yont note Specifies, sive the parcell Blew witll
gold stripes (whith I suppos’d Mr Vickwrrs hod made use offj5 and that 1
sall to Mr Uholmley for the price you lnvoyee it al. For your further
Satistyction in this Partionlar T here incluse the mvoyoe of the 2 bayles.
which you mny compere with your own sécounl o mforme your selfé more
fully thereof.

Iu all the time afler Receiplt of your Iast, T had noe Oppertunity of
goewg to Metchlepatam® and was therefore necessitated to imploy Mr
Freeman in the procury of the Purticulars desived by you; whioh 1 lLave
bronught with me, and herewith Send you the invoyee of them aud intend
they slall follow on the 'I."'nmpmlyn Vissell suddenly intended for Hugly;
their Amount i Pagos: 22:7 :5, maked RHupae 907 our of which must bee
tediieted Ttups, 17 far your blew parcell, woe there Remuins due to me Rups.
T8 whioh I desire you to invest in the Particnlurs mentioned in the inelosed
noted  for which, whatever more is Required; shall be readily repay’d you as
yun please to order, with due thankes for vour kivdness therein conferrd on

Sir, Your very affectionate Servant

Uro. Warre,
[Endorsed)

To Mr Richard Edwards
Méerohant In Cassambazar.

1. Bes Letter CXLV,

2 Bobert Frosman, Ges Latter XVTT :

A The efle=ta of Francin Lasgnon. decsssed. Ber Lotter OXTV

4 Nulhunisl Cholmley, the Company's diamond sgms st Goloonds. Ses Disrite of
Nevsyushas Master, d Temple, IT, 1280

i Bee Letter CXLY.

6 Manilipatam.

7. Beckoning the pagoda at Da and the rupse s S 34,

B ‘lhis memorandum doow not exist.
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LETTER CLXII,
SAMUEL BULLIVANT TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. C. 4008},
Singes, September 25, 1674
Mr Richard Edwards
Respected Freind

Your lust unto me was the [ #], wherein you sent mee the bill for Rups.
400, sinve which have not heard from you. In my last to you I desired you
woull doe mee the kindness o to hasten Mr K. B. o dispose of that small
Peoce of Muske us soon se possiblel and this serves only sgaine lo request
saill favour ef you, if yon have not salready done it, for now (our pleltre
bon[tes| being gone to Hugly), if it bee disposed of, wou[ld] desire you by
their return to order My J5 B. (s from your selfo} to invest it in copper or
tin, if Procu[raJb[le], and send mee by suid hoates,  Fxcuse this trouble,
und if T can serve you here, freely oommand mee.

Nol more ut present, sove wishes for your bhealth and welfare, and
rEINAINE

Your reall freind to serve you
Sau, BrLiyYvEsT.

[P.]S. Excuse this scrip? of paper, il being time of the wars? and al present
scarce. With my respects to My J. M., E. L. Eton. freinds with you
Yours 8. B.
P.S. Sir, bee pleased to dispeed (he Letter to Mr Binm,? as also the small
Parcell and Letter fo Mr Jordan® in Ballasore by some safe convey-
nnee,
Tdem 8. B,
[Endorsed] For Mr Richard Edwards
Morchant In Cassimbazar.

1. The message to Edmund Bagdey about ths mink wai sent in Buollivent's letier of
ghe 1ith Juna (CXLII). In the following letter, daled & August (CLI) b only expressed
regret Ahat it still hung on hand.

8 An oheslets berm for o small piees of paper, ususily with writing on it.

5 The Third Duteh War, concluded by the second Treaty of Westmineter, § Febru-
ar3, 1673, mewa of whick had not then reached Bengal.

4 John Manball and Edward Litiloson.

B John Bysm, writer st Hugli, arrived in Imiis in 1671, Bes Dieries of Streynsharm
Master, ed, Templs, L 2%n.; I1. 18, 2%n.

6. COlement Jocdan or dn Jardin, son of cne of the Company’s surgeons st Fors St
Oeorge, will be motloed later an.

19
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TOHN BILLINGSLEY TO RICHARD EDWARDS.

(0. €. 4011),
Hallasore Octobar the 1:¢: 1674

[ Mz ] Rielard Edwards
Esteemed Friend

I now doe trouble you swith two or three lines, not haveing hoeard from
¥you & greate while. T must desire the faveour of you to provids mee o Silke
hammork und one pices of Red Cuttenel of the best couler as you can gef,
and 1 piece of white Taffatie2 and send downe by the first; with their cost,
and T will order the money o bes paid tlere or here [to] any  [o]ne
[weeor Jding to your [ desire], and in any thing that I ean Barve you i here,
you ey frely oommand mee,

I suppose you have heard of the deall of John Vieckarsd Hee died of
agi impostinm (hat brocke with in him, abont the Capes

Proy lot mee know what price vermillion will sell with yous Soe,
hoveing not morn {0 trouble vou at this time, bul with mine und my wifes
service presented to you, Soe remaine

Your nesured friend to Serve you

Jx0: Bnrixesiey,
[To] Mr Richard Edwards

Merohoant In Cassumbiizar,

LETTER CLXTV.
EDWARD READE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. C. 4015)

Hugly October 5th : 1674
My Richard Edwards

Respooted Sir
I have received yours primo ootober and am very sorry you were hing-

ved writeing before by such & distemper, which I pray God quit you of, and
fend you Perfect Lealih.

L Himb, botton, allk selvedge, faftani, silk clolh See Yale: Holten-Jobron, am
it amee, i

2 Hes laltons XIH, LXXIX, LXXXI, &o
1 Ses Lolier V.
4 lepestione abacem

5 Vermilion, » Chitess commodity, was a profiable [nvestment for the English market.
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I Luve received the Sugur smd thanke you fur i, s also the bauboes ;!
the sugar bave Credited you lar Ur. Ta; the bambooes you dow . uul write the
price, wlich pray putto the rest you promise b gel Leveatter,

The people heve pay thuse he bamboes? are  procureable ubout Rage
Mauil? and ti's but sending for, If possible T would gel u few—ii but 200
—ulmost ut any ressonnble charge. Pray try; snd if » peon can goe lo
Pattana and bring some by boate, desier My Murshall frau wee lo take carg
bereinn by writeing und furnishing mony, if to 50 Hups., so as 10 Teturne Al
November to Hugly; vlse twill be too lafes They must be awiteh fuskion?
long and Slender.

I have not yet got o drop of any fresh liguors, but expeet il Per fivst
<loope, snd then you shall have 12 or 14 gollons of mum,® or any thing else

Your reall friend aud Servant
Eow. HeaoE.
1 have delivered the bale: 1: P7 to Mr Smith.
[Endarsed] For Mr. Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cossumbuzar.

LETTER (LXV.
HENRY CARPENTER TO RICIARD EDWARDS.
(0. C. 4016).
Singer le 8th October 'T4

Me Richarl Edwards

Sir, 1"is now n long time sinee any from you, aud T Liavs soe often write
[F to you, samle of which doubtiess has attnin’d your reception, that Cwonld
be d[isagreejable both to you sand me to resite the dates; lope ‘era-this time
you may have received the Severall things sent you on Boates with my Letter
dated September 1518 In it I told you 1 had orde’d Mr Nayler tn poy von

{. See Letbses CLITI, OLIX.

‘2 The Mals [or wolid) Tamboo, Pendsscwlymun atrigtwn, Hindl bawe, ihs commucest
st mosk widseprend of Indian bambocs. It dom wot occwr in N. and E. Bengal med
Assum | hence fis Tatity in Besde's eyes Sea Watk, Commarcial Products of Judin, p. 3085
Bowray, Countries round the Buy of Besgal, »d, Tomple, p, 248,

|

Ton dnte o sl to Burope thet seesn,

i, thin and Hexible

4 of bosr originally brawed in Brumwick. See Letter LVIIL

marksd |
Lather CLVIIL

B
g

¥
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. Ba on my acevunt.l. T shall sow desire yuu oot o demanmi it of him,
hisveing writ him for sowe small eftect{s] which that small  summe will
satisfy, 1 had thought long ¢'re this lo [h]ave received the Girdles and
Mulmooll,E  bur especially the former. I Lad not troubled you.
un it then stomd betwesn us, without an Urgent necessity, and T could huve
wished that you woull sooner have let me known if would not have provided
them. Pray if [? can], speedely send them, us 1 may forwand them by
ships 3

Your Rhynosseret Churn's are not yet readyd With kinde respects,
remaine

Your humble sarvant
Hexey CARFENTEE
[Endorsed] [To Mjr Hichard Edwards

Merchant In Cass umbazar,

LETTER CLXVL
JOHN SMITH TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. €. 4018).
Hugly Octoler 12th 1674
Mr Richard Edwoards
Esteemed freind
I have writt you two Letters verry Lately,® wund some before that, I
huve had noe nnswer of them; wonder ut your Silence. I am informed you
liave met with som[e ? trouble]. Am sorry 10 heare it from others, but
should glivdly heare the truth of it from you and sn answer to my other
Letters..
I rest
Your assured freind to Serve you
Jonx Burrm.
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edward [#1c],
Merchant In Cassumbuzar,

The amonnt nnmed i the letter of L lal September is Re 13 Tia.
Sea Latier (L.

S0 that 1 may forward them with the Enrope bound shipa
Soy Lattar CLVIIL

&
4,
£ Tn Angnit. Ses Letters CLII and CLVI.
A
"N

-

"This i the ﬁ:ﬂr_ﬁhmhﬂwﬂ&': mnfnriunale antanglement with & ustive

eomne, ol which mers anom
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LETTEL CLXVIIL.
EDMUND BUGDEYN T0O RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. . 4021),
Hugly, 15tk October 1874

My Richard Edwards
Respected freind
from Mr George White received the small bundle now sent by Alr
Anthony Smith,} it being directed to Mr Wlhite, which made Mrs Reade
open it, thinking it had been for hir; at present remember not elee at Present,
Loveing freind, I must go bare foote if you do not help me suddenly, Al
Present remember not elee, so with my kinde respects to you, Mr Knipe, &ea.

freinds,
[ remain

Your pssured freind and Servant
Epup. Buopes.
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassambazor.

LETTER CLXVIIL
GEORGE WHITE TU RICILARD EDWARDS.
(0. U, 4022),
Ballasore : Octobor 16, 1674

Mr Richard Edwards

1 writt you the needfull few wayes ufter my Arivalll Since which 1
Delivered to Mr Edmund Bugden the Parcell of Chints, &, brought for your
Account, whose departure was so sudden that T could not Accompany them
with an Advice; however, doubt not his freindly care in forwarding them to
your hand, and hope this will find them safe in your pussession; whereof nt
your leasure 1 desire you will please to acquaint me, as allsoe whether T may
depend on you for your provision of tlie Particulare  Specified in n nole in-
¢losed in my former.

|. Asthowy Smith, who wes sent eut o Fart St. Gearge as a soldier, vwas ' enterizined ™
sh & dyer lo October 1674, See Diarses vf Stregnehiom Maoster, od Teample, L 5T
4 AL Bilusor See Latier UL

20
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T heartily wish your cantivued good Lealth nnd prosperity, und in whit-
ever I can bee any wayes Servicenble, pray most freely comund the best Endes-
vours of Sir,

Your very affectionute Friend and servant
Geo. Woire
[Endorsed] To Mr. Richard Edwards
Merchaut In Casspmbusar.

LETTER CLXIX.
THOMAS PACE To RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0 € 4033).
Bollagure  Ovtober the 16 1673
Mr Richard Edwards
Loveing freind

Yours of the 25 lnsl come to wy band, and 1 have Sent you Another
lotter Sinced 1w Borry my Illness bos rendred me so Turdy in what you
formerly desired, As alsg in Some  mensitre imcapable [#io] of Endeavourag
for what you have now desired, though not wholly As to Endeavours, vet those
to Little purpnse, for I have Got but 12 quarts of Canary? for my Selfe, nor
Could I Get those, lind not ay illuess induced those that Spared it me to
beleive it A kindness. Indeed, whole Chests I might buy that were mixt
with Ularet gl rhenish.d but thot T thought beyond my Allowance  As foy
Paper 1 Can Get uone Af all, nor Quills; powder perhaps 1 may, sud it may
be Shot, but oo Lanthorne, oo lace wore then 5 vds,  Of the Smalls 1 Gott «f
Gabriell,6 thut being all in the Godowne. Mats 1 have o gt)o-:l while
bespo[ke bul beleive you might mistake in ke lingilis und brendihs of your
pair you Guve me in remembrance8 there being few mode So Little as 6
coveds long and 2} broad.

i, Thers 1» no lstter extany from Pace hetween the 14th September [Letter CLX)
and the 16th October, 167,

2 Camary wine, & light awest wine frgn the Cenaries

& HBhime wine

& The sum allutied to me to apend,

E Used fn ls chealste pwaning of ' fine "

6. Gabriel Townsend, Recond a4 Hugli, whe was then preparing to renn fo Bogland.
Hea Letter LXX.

T. Warehoose. Bee Tsiter XOTV.

8 Ar » token, reminder,



CORRESPONDENCE OF RICHARLD EDWARDS IV, i

Tudeed, I huve hnd So Mook [liness Sinee I Uome, which yet continuing,
that it may be in'Some messure Exousable if by Slickness In procuring what
you desired 1 haye disobliged you, but if it please (God to Grant me heulib,
1 hope 1 shall he Capable Either out of iny owne store or what 1 may procine
to Serve you with many of those things you desive.

About Long pepper.  According ss you write, twill be time Enough
hereafter to Advise, though I wonld have yun halidl those in hpmd from whom
it is procurable, for it is cerfainly & Commodity here nlvantugeous, if procur-
able ot those rates by A former Advised.!  As for the Use of mony this ship-
ping, tis likely to be to litfle predit, and what ever hought befure hand upon
A great Adventure2 whetlier vendible with those people the cheife [¥ of
which deliver their mony (as usuall) to the Cheife Person and what may be
Expected from the fickle humour of Others (when Goods On hand), you may
Judge3

I have, According to vour desire, delivered your remembrances.  Tray
remember me likewise to all with you snil Fxouse oy host, the conveyance
B[ Py wholms 1 send being gone and this to fullow

from Your [hum]ble Servani
[Tno; Pace]
[Endorsed] To Mr. Richard Edwards
Merchont In Cassambazar.

LETTER CLXX.
EDMUND BUGDEN To RICHARD EDWARDS,
[ 0. 40261,
Hugly the 20t Ovtober 1673
Mr Richard Bdwarde
Respected freind

Yours the 24th current lave received, and am glad yon bave your token
or fardle® I sent you, and thank you for your Remembrance of wmes for Slip-
pers. [ am very buissy, so cannot enlarge more 1han tell you that Mr. Smith

1. See Letter CLIV.

2 Haserdl

5 The meaning of this confused sevience sewms 10 he thot the loswer among the
Company’s sirvamts bad little chance of profitable mreiments sithumd ineurring preat riak,
Aheir superiors absorbing ths best markets

4. Parcel, See Latter CLXVIL
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pamembers his Love (0 you, anil this duy he pepurts henoed and expect the

Advrce? before the factory.  Nol elee $r0’
Your assurel freind {0 co[mmand]
Enun, Bropes,
[Eudorsed] To 3Mr Richurd Tidwards
Merehant In Usssumbazar

LETTER CLXXI.
SAMUEL HERVY TO HICHARD EDWARDS 3
(0. C. 4027).

In Degea October 200h 1674
Brother Edwards

My last was [..... ] eame yours of the 21si, Your Runde Affaire? lovks
ot il no ... 1 Durbar [ ¥] frend.  The Damn'd Dog  Bulehund® and 1
agreed [ Fnot, becaluse T gave not 1100 rs. without u writing to secure from
further [? ill]. Now ihis night he Departs, takeing the. party along ns
[<io--0. With bim you may end it chepper i y[ou] Late (he Lunk
[ta] wheadle the mother as well as you bave f——the Dauglhter. Be [s]ure
you now conclude it sne #s never to rise up in judgnient ag[uinst you], You
miy seétt your heatt i Rest that it will not be [¥ brought up] againe By 1.6
who besides has s{ome] leare in hfis F héart unless] his purpose be Suckan-
wasan? Ihat] if shie] besafme . -.: 7 of his wee would Complayne [,...]

ofthinin [ .....,... Howe |ver, you must be sure to [# employ] a
deale of [? cantion at] first, but with diseretion all [may] b& husht
[ =« s« c.] e being all he would take[, . . . . ] Asud if you Cam possible,

L John Smith had been summoned to Balescr by Walter Clsvall to amiiit in e lading
of Vhe Company’s ahips for Hurope. See Pactory Besords, Bugli wol 4

2 The Advies pink (See Letter CLVT, vole 7) had been pilorsd wp 10 Hugli, aml linr
cohsoris, Abe FAeeais gnd Lenposter, wurs swalting their urgues in Balasor Rood,

% Tiia lttar in badly dsmaged snd seversl portices are torn away.
8. Alair with o woman of looss charvctsr, Hind, randi.

S Hel Chand Bai, governor of Murshidsbad.

6 Fsl Chand:

T Hervy sypears by o 46 6ew (be  Hindi sxpreagion endbon ne-phanewi,  bredlessness,
and e sume would then b, ' enlis e fs rorkles "
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send it to Hugly [ . . . . . ] to Mz [? Clavell] for | much doubt 1 shall noc
b ihle [ ? to take Cossi jmbssas in my Way.t

Iam
Your reall ready friend snd Brother
P. 5. [illegible) | Ba. Hezvr.

[Endorsed] To Mr. Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassimbanar.

LETTER CLXXII.
WALTER CLAVELL 70 RICHARD EDWARDS,
(O. C, 4029).
[Mr Richard] Edwards Ballusore November the 2d. 1674
[ Esteemed] Friend
1 have yours of the 20th October, and belore its arrivall kad written
[ to you about] the business2 Should lisve been pglad that when it was
brought to 5o [ ¥ good un end] us one thousand Rupies that Bulehuindd bl
been elosed with, aud that [# the business] at that expence had been taken
up, but hitherto it is possible L [¥ am in sotae] liaek and not have the busines
rightly stated to mee as it hath [¥ been on o]ther oceasions. However, you
may bee sure that if there bee no [... . .] or before the going away of the ship
then as yet hath come [. . . .] suy part of o generall letter [. . . .] in a parti-
culsr, tia not alwaies credited; therefore, bee assured all the favour and right
1 o dos you [in] that or suy other business, T will doe it.5 and scoording to
my ability approove [my] self
_ Your pssured friend to Serve you
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards Warrsr CraverL
Merchant In Cassumbuzar,

i Th-ginq:l'i.hllhﬂuﬂmwhlMﬂwlm‘lhhdnmhdhmliwith
nmhwmmwmw.mmtpmhujmﬂﬂwmh;l
htyhﬂ'h.lﬂ&ltﬁmrmuinplﬁmlhﬂ'ﬂﬂGhudwuidtupqnialluihhﬂh
lapsas should becomn poblic property.

2  This letter does not oxist

& Bal Chand Ral. See Latter CLXXE

4 Anfienbly arranged.

5 Bome words sro missing in this part of the lobler Clavell soems to be msying that
i no further eomplications ariss during the settlememt of Edwards's affur with Bal
M,hwﬂinﬂlﬂmmiﬁﬁﬁwﬂnhﬂmmmwmﬂn;hﬂ. Further,
mnummwwmmmw-mﬂwlyww
private information of his misdoings The way in which both his equale snd muperiors in
mmnmmwmmmmotmmmmmh
which ke wus held by his associates.

21
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LETTER CLXXIIL
SAMUEL BULLIVANT T0O RICHARD EDWARDS,
Simgea November 4. 1674
[Mr.] Richard Edwards
Esteemed Friend

Yours of the 16 past month 1 recaived, and see what you write ns to my
Muske! snd Beturne you thanks for your care therein and hope shortly to
have newes af ite sals, although am adviced likewise tis but at a low rate at
present in England  Iowever, soe smull & Parcell may Perhaps Find a
Chapman ;2 if il bee sold, [ agnine confirm what formerly ordered, that you
would invest il in somo thing [ that] may turme fo some advun[tagle
hefre ajnd sénd it by our hoates.

Herewith I returne you your booke of Osborn3 and beg your pardon for
detaining it so long alter my arrivall Lere. I lent it Mr J. 04 {0 Peruse, who
was g0 rauch taken with it that hath kept it ever since. 1 shonld be glad to heare
some particular newes from Turops of the peace with [..._. 7, how eoucluded
(I meane the Articles), having only in generall newes of our Monournble
peaceS Tf you have them in Your Faclory, please to send & coppy of them
to mee.

I am very Sorry [for] your iil fortune and doe really condole with you
for [?it], and beartily wish you a good issue out of oIl your toubles,  'Phis
Conntry is now growne to that height of villany and exactions from all Gov-
ernours, that wee shall not afier o while bee sble to Tive in it securely, thesa
people studying nnd contriving all wayed to pet us into their power that soe
they may force money from 1S

I Ileturne you thankes for dispeeding my Latters and Parcell, T would
desite you to buy mee six breeches strings white, such as T bought when with
you, of 4 for & Rupee, and send them Per primo conveyanos (having not
onp loft of what brought up with mee). T know not if T am indebted to you.

1L Beo Letiern CXXXTX, OXLITI, OLY, CLXIL

£ Used in jis obeolete senae of purdmur curboner.

& The alluzion is probably to the work calied Jidwice to o Son, published in 1656, one
of the moat populr of the writings of the time. D sathor wan Francis Cshorne [1503-
1650}, rommlar of borsa to Willlam Herben, ihird Bard of Pembroke

4 Job Charnnele

5 The pease with the Dutch eanclnded by the second Tresty of Westminister (fee Letbor
CLXII a3), The printipal conditions wees that the Dutch should pay £300,000 o
Cherles T1 and ahonld respect the Enghial flag.  Furibee, sll porsssions obtained hefors
the war were 1o be restorsd

6. An ollusion bo the himh mobey pold b0 Bal Chand Bes the two previows letlers
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1f soe, T shall on notice from you Remitt it. You sent mee some things you
ditl fiok prise, Vis., silk raines and sirings for the Lorse, and 2 white girdles
flowred; nnd therefore cannott exactly tell how my account sfands; at your
lesstire pray inform mee,

I have not more at present, save tender of wy due Respects to your selfe
Ftoa. freinds in your Factory, and subseribe

Your reall freind to serve yonu
Sam: BULixvasT.

[If yJou have any store ot flint by you, [pray] send mee a Picce of a

seer,! being in [want] ol it for my fowling-[piece],
: Idem 8. B,
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant Tn Cassambazar

 LETTER CLXXIV.
WALTER LITTLETON TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. €. 4042).

[Apart from the letter given below, T huve louud only two references to
Walter Littleton in the Records of the Fast India Company, and all efforts
1o trace him elsewhere have failed. He may bave been u son or relative of
ihe Walter Littleton who was in Indin some twenty years earlier, This man,
to whom thero are references from January 1651 to July 1059, was employed
by ilhe King of Goleonda end subseguently-as a servant of the Company, but
there i8 no record of the confirmation of his appointment ly thie Court of Com-
mittees, nor nuy note of his return to England or death in India,

The weiter of the letter, whom I eannot conmect in any way with
Edward Littleton, the Company’s servant at Kasimbazar, was o merchant and
probably ulsu the owner of o irading vessel. From the fact that he learut of
the death of John Vickers while he was in England (See infra), it seems ua if
he had receully returned vo India and bad taken up his residence at Balasor.
In 1676 his name appears in a list of Freemen, t¢, Euglishmen not in the
Campany's service, st Balasor, who were summoned by Siréyneham Muster oo
the 15th December sud ordered to reside at Fort 8t. George and not to ™ build
or buy Liouses in any other place.” Compliance with thess restriclions pro-
cured them the right to trade *to and fro fram any Ports or places in the
[ndies, expected [sic] to Tonqueen, Formosa and the Sonthward of the line,
anid to have the “ benefitt of the Companyes protection in all places.”

1. Alows 2 lba avoirdupols, See Lelter X.
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The next reforence to Walter Littleton is thirteen years later {Devember,
1689) when he is mentione] us o member of & Grand Jury st Forl St. George.
After this date I have found no allusion to him. See 0.0 2100, 2208, 2367, Z132;
Diarees of Streynaligunr Master, o Temple, . 75 (where, in u foolnote,
Walter Littlston is confused with Robert, brother of Tiiward Littlelan) ;
Mackron Mayor's Cosiet Proceedings, 1689, Records of Forl St, Genrge.

[Ballasore 4th November 1674],
Mr Richand Edwards
Loving and good Sir

I make bold to trouble you with this few Liues, which iy in time of
necessity, a3 the Reprobates nse God Almighty, say there prayers when they
stand in need of his help, oo I reckon that I sm unwortly to  receive sy
kindnesse from you for nol keeping eotrespondenoe with such w good friend as
your selfe (which I esn doe noe lesse but beg my pardon for my Omision.

Sir, I thought seriously that T should have (he lisppines lo kisse your
hands a1 Cassumbuans about 26 daies agoe (I huve not soe much time to let
you wnderstanl of my bad successe that was happen bo me, goeing nboard the
Ganges in Bollssore roade)) and if you plesse to inquire of Mr Murshall T
suppose you may wnderstand. Now Mr Clavell desire mo o ussist him in
his Partioulur business (by reason Mr Jourden? is going to Mugly).

If you please to seuil  mfee 4] or 6 puire of Breoches strings (¥ white,
whereof) 2 for o Rupee and 2 peeces of fine stuffs; silke. Likewise if you
please to lot me know be price of Raw silk: you will doe me g greal kindnes,
and therefore (without Apology) T mssure you i uny time you can think
wherein T may be serviceable to you, you may freely command me, as T am,
Sir

Your Loving friend and humble servant
Warzer Larreerox,

Pray, Sir, send mo 2 paire of Cassumbissar Sleepers3 T doe assure you
I am very sorry 1o understand (when 1 was in England) of Mr Vickers deatli,y

L The writer upparcotly mel with same sccidest when aboni 0 mail to Hugh in the

Uompany's wloop Funges. Thare are no Comsultntions or Letter Books extunt for thia period
to slocidate his remark,

L Climemi Jordan, Ses [etier OLXTD

3 Blippers smde in Kmsimbamr, Edwards was kept busy in supplying theee 4o his
Iricads. Bop Letters ¥, XXXVII, XLIL XLIV, KLIX, L, LIL

8 ¥or ths death of John Vickers al sea, pas Latters ¥V, CLXIIT
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who was o deare Eriend fo me. My humble service to Mr Vincent [andl
Mr Marshall. Desire you, if you doe intend to send those things above
mentioned, should be before the ships departure, rest, '
W. L
Ballasore the November 4th 1674
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassumbuzar

LETTER CLXXY.
HENRY CARPENTER TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. C. 4034).
Singe le [10]} November 1674
Mr Richard Edwards
Deure Friend
Yours of 15th past month I have received, at right of whick I was muech
surprized, not haveing soe long had any from you, the which cnuse I could
nol possablely have Tmagin'd, had you not by yours Inform'd me, the which I
could not read without being as much concern’d as were you my own Brother,
and for mine of 25th September,? which you are pleased to tearm raylery, 1
beg your pardod if any thing unseemly was Contsin'd in it. I know mnot
what simple idle [? thoughts] then possess’d me, but after its departure 1T
wish'd it againe in my Clutches, I musi confess I gave my pen the more
liberty, supposeing it might have Undergone the same fate of miscaryage 1
thought severall before had done, not heareing in o long a time from you.

But to your Unfortunste business. Ile assure you I knew nothing of
fill a very few dayes before yours arriv'd, and that was by a Cossid 3 which
came from your Factory. To goe about fo lett you know how much it
troubles me would be bath Vain and Idle, it being Insignificant to the Salve-
ing yonr sore. Though pity is generally the best help a man in trouble shall
receive from his common Friends, I could wish it lay in my power fo serve
you in some kind or other in it, which if did, you should quickly see me step
out of this common road, and appear in that of your most devotel adjutors.

| Unvhtnﬂmthhhﬂ'hﬂhﬂndhﬂhﬂiﬂlhﬂﬂmﬂﬂn.ﬁlhlmkﬂm
doés nol appess.

& This Istter s nol sxtant

3. Kend, mesasnger.

4 A now obsoleta tarm for halper, susisiant.

2
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But what cannot be cered must be endured, 1 cannot think suy English man
oun be so base and Uznaturall us to give an informution of that which tends
not ut wll to Company sdvastage or disadvantage! All the trouble and mis-
fortune 1s yours, and for uny to sl {0 that by soe base sn Action (though I
feare we have too meny Brethren that though unconcern'd love to fish in
troubled waters) would render Limself an uncharitable Divil. In my opinion
your only way is to bare Up and not be discoursged, seeing [the] thing ia
past recall and will T hope be Lut o 0 dnyes [wonder]. You sre mot the first
that kas fallen into Tobbs pound.2,

1 am glad you hawn received those things T sent vou. 1 shall take care
to procure yout & Carpett according to order.  Pray when ean, withont ading
to your present trouble, forward me those things writ for. You have Desre
Friend the present needful from

Your reall Friend and Servant
Hewpy Canresten.
PS. 11 not too late, pray forbare the girdles, only send & good Mullmdlls
Yet, if they are ready, rather then you should Loose by it, i'le take
them; they muy be of ufter rise, though now of none.
Idem H C.
[Endorsed] To My Richard Fidwards
Merchant Tn Cassumbazar
If nbsent pray give this Conveyance to him.

LETTER CLXXVI.
GEORGE WHITE T0O RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. C. 4085).
Hugly November 11. 1674

Worthy Freind

After many longing Expectations, yours of the 24 post came yesterday
to hand, and truely 1 am very heartily consern’d for the unfortunate misad-
venture that has soe discompos’d you from your exact Method of correspond-
ence, snd passionately wish you disintrosgu'd® from woe unhsppy an fn-
broyle.

L Carpenter jo endesvouting 10 reassure Edwards hat bin snfortunate embanglomend
ﬂﬂmhnprhdmthﬂmdcmmiﬂmhﬂnghnd.

2 Leb's pound signifies, prisam, Jockwop, snd figwatively, an mmbanglement, dificuliy.
The Oxford English Dics, derives tha word fram the Dutch dobde, Norwegian, fubb,

3. Ses Latter CL

% Disentangled, happily freed from Intripns is bere msed in it (now rare) seome
of ‘ta sntangle ’
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The Particulars 1 writt to you for were recommended to my eare by
eeveral Friends st the Coust,t and Either by you or Mr Masshall T depend
to bee furnishd with them, that I may not ineurr the censurve of an wnkind
disapoyniment; and therefore what of them Mr Marshall sends me not,
pray Endeavour to procure and send me to Hallasore in 1yme to bee forwarded
by the shipps; bul 1 suppose tis needless now t0 nsimd you of if, boping you
have allready gratified this my desire.

Pray in your next send we o coppy of Mr Freemuus Invoyee of the Parti-
culars he bought for you, I haveing omitted to Enter it. 1 am in expectation
suddenly to Meet my Brother Marshall® at Nuddeah® wheve, if't muy von-
veniently bee, I shou'd be very joyfull to Enjoy your company, for 1 really
am, Sir,

Your very sffectionate Freind and Servant

G. Wmre
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassambuzar

LETTER CLXXVIL
GEORGE KNIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. ©. 4038),

Hugly the 13th Navember 1674
Mr Richard Edwards

Affestionale Friend

Larrived hero a tnosday at noone, since which time have vot had oppos-
tunity of writeing to you. This is emely to desire you, if possibils proourable,
to send 50 mds. of Tessinghe Sugar® for it bears a very gowl price here,
likewise tho long pepper.  Clutlermulls will lett yon have the Sugar ot the firet
word, who wonld have me take 100 mde. nlong with we and to pay him in 3
months time. If ke bestill in the same opinion; pray accept of his proffer;
Tikewiee thal you woud send # piece of white Taffitic and a piece of silke
lungeeat This is all at present, onely reme[m]bring my respects 1w Mr
‘Marshall, Mr Cole, &en. friends, remuine

Your very resll and loveing Friend
Geo: Kxirs

1. Madras

£ The lerm "heolher " seims 4o be neel ouly a4 3 mark of friendahip,

B. Nadia, on the Hugll, bet ween Kasirbaznr and thie town of Hupglt

4. Thia plact, which Is varionaly spolt Tessighs, Tissinda, Teasindin, Tresindd|, sie,
is not oow - idmtificbls. Tt appedrs 1o have bem siinated in the neighbourhood of Kasim-
bazar and was noted for ita eugar. See Diaviee of Steeymohasy Muster, od. Temple, 1. §18n.

8 Chitar Mal Ses Leiler CXLIX.

6. For talfety and bemgyi, eee Letters XITI, XVII, LXXIX, sic
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1 bope by thi¢ time your poor girl is with you againe ond that your
troubles are at an end. Mine is very well, giving her dooy snd Salam,! but
us big #a she can tamble, being past bedding for 2 or 3 months,

Idem 6. K.

P.8. Tell Mr Peachy? 1 have sent hLis chest \o Ballusore: and Richard
Mosaly that mine and lis goods sre on bosrd of u  porgoo’ for Halla-
sore, onely staying to seo the new momme [plast.

Pray lett the Sugar be sent downe with all possible Speed.

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwands

Merchant Tn Cassumbuzar

LETTER CLXXVIIL
EDWARD READE TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. C. 4040),

Hugly November 18th 1674
Mr Richord Edwards

Esteemed Friesd

I am very sensoible of the Greate troubles lately unluckely fallen upon
you and mest heartily wish you well quit of them, and then T hope you will
bee better capacitated to doe your owne and friends business us you desier.

1 have received Mr Hervys hat, sud will leave it for him, also have

retiurnd you the ense by Alr Knipe, and scyuainied Mr White what you
writ.

Exouse hast, being [apJon disputel of the drrivall 4
I onm
Your reall friend and Servant

Ep. Rzape
[Endorsed] For Mr. Richard Edwards

Merchunt [In Cassambazar],

Pers du'a sad salaw; compliments; livrlly, beoediction and salutation
For Richard Momly and Jeremy Peachey, soe Lelters CXXXVT and UXXXVIIL
A barge. Bes Lotser LEXXE.

(ine of the Company’s slcops, Sew Letter XOVIIL

R
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LETTER CLXXIX.
GEORGE ENIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. €. aD4l).
In Hugly the 16th November 1674
Mr Richanl Edwards
affectionate friend
My last 1o you was of the 13th eurrent wherein write you about sending
downe 50 mds: of Tessinghe Sugar! Pray send me downe 50 mds: more
assone a8 possible you can, in baggs, at their usnall rate, for T am to have,
ussoue as arvivall here, 11r: the bag. Therefore if Chittermull will not per-
forme his promise pray by all means Truok couries for it3 Pray be speedy
in what you dve, for it must be here 15 daies after this date.
‘This is all at present from
Yours to Command
Gro. Ksire.
[In # Tickard Edwards's writing] to G. P. thai Lad sent leiter to Mr V.
but 4
[ Ko endirsement. ]

LETTER CLXXX,
GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. C. 4042.)
[Hugly 10th November 1674.]

iy

Ay Reade has shewn me the postoript of your last letter fo him, advise-
ing you bove writt me vis Ballasore, wheiber 1 am fhis Evening returning,
and bope to find your letter there, depending allsoe upon your kindness in
furnishing Every Particular speoified in my former Remembrance, to which
1 desire you to add 4 pair handsome Moores alippers,S which is all the troble
I shall now give you, and request that T may have some Opportunity (o retri-
butet your favour by beeing imploy'd in your Commands at the Coast, if 1
ean there bee any Way Usefull to you.

1, Bee lattor CLXXVIL

2 in his peevious letter Enipe wiated that Chitar Ma) was ready to provida the sger
amil 1 give theee months oredil for it

3. Thooms Bowrey, who was in Bengal two years later, semacked that cowries * poese
very rurmait by tals " and thay 3200 eowriss weni Lo dhe ropee si it date (Cpwndries
raiiid the Boy of Dengal, ed. Templs, p. 218 snd Ln).

4. G P stands for George Pescock mnd My V. for Mallhise Vincowt Thoe seobepes
s unfnfihed.

G Blppers such pe those worn by Mahommadaus sy Kasimbazar,  Soe Letter CLXX]IV.

6, BRepay.
2]
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1 am very glod to beare fhere is such good hopes of a gpeedy conclusion
to your late unhappy misadventure, sve Wishing you eoatinued bealth nnd
prosperous Success, T take leave, Remnining Unfeignedly, Sir

Your Very Affectionate Servant
Gro. Wame.
Hugly November 10th 1674.
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchan[t] In Cassambusar

LEITER CLXXXL
THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0, €. 4043).
Ballasvre, November 2007 1674
Mr Richard Edwarda
Loving freind

Yours of the 28th T have received, Az also the Parcels therein mentioned
of Mr Vineent and Mr Smi[th]. Your 2 pieces! Cannot yet Sell, but shall
slill Endeavour their Sale; which if prove ineffectuall, shall rveturn them
According to your Order.

I thank you for your tronble in the procury of what you Advise, audl sliall
Attempt, though perhaps not with that Success, for what you desire out of
the Ships,2 and shall as you order, forbear the Arack3

I am Sorry for the trouble On you and Lope it may be put to An end.
which if it may not Overmuch discompose you, I wonld desire you for our
Commeon Advantage to prosecute what before I Advised you of, wist., fhe
Procury of Long peppér? and for that End T shall now returne to you Rups. 100
for my Part, and will do more if you Advise the procury of any greater
quantity is feizible; And gs fast as you Cau get it in to Send it for Hugly to
Await the Opportunity of the Sloopes.d T Shall ndvise you Per the next to
whose Care you msy Commend it there. Mr Reade &es. Comeing thence,
fhere will be possibly none of Your Acquaintance to whom you may with
Security Consigne it, but in A short Time 1 shall be Certifyed whom of my
treinds trom this place may be there at its Comeing, of whom I will Advise
you,

Tf T Cun [As its Possible 1 may) obtein as mueh of Mr Clavell As to go

1. What kind of material b inlended dos nol sppear,

% The Compeny's ships fram Europe, the Ploeniz snd Laneaster. See Latier CLXX.

3 ‘drob, spirile See Lelters I, CXXXVIL

4 Ses Latter CLIV,

E Thab is, is await trausport of the coneignment by the Company’'s sloops to Dulasor
anil thenco to the ehije then lading for England.
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to the Casst (for my heslths Sake in the Chauge of Aire) on the Companys
Pink,! to returne by the Same hither, then the Abovesaid Comodity may prove
[morje Advantageous in Carrying it thifher, and the lasger quantity will
Commend? the profit; but of this Silence, Test it Succead rot.

1 hope the Engogeing in buisiness Advantageous may, if not Cleare to-
tally, yet in Some measure divert from, Or Envigorate to beare the beiter,
YOU your disiraction from your present trouble, ME pine from my illness,
to both which that there may be a good End is the wishes and desires of him
that resentsd your Equally as if his owne discomposure, being

Your truly Alfectionate friend
Tuo: Pacs
14 you Can Spare me couple of Small neate Pattana Bamhba's® und send  {hem
downe befare the ships [ #sail, you] will do me a Great kind[ness].
[Idem] T.: Pacs

Pray procure for me 1 bale of Tessends Sugar’ You may receive the

400 rs. of [Mr] Marshali, he b[e]jing (hd[ere]d by Mr Vincent

t[o play it you.

Idem T P
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassambazar

LETTER CLXXXIL
SAMUEL DULLIVANT TO RICHARD ERWARDS.
(0. C. 4049).
Pattana December 13, 1674
[Mr Richard Edwa]rds
Respected Freind
Having this apartunity by [, .. ] o Armenian, would not omitt giv-
ing [ . . . these fow lines. 3y fust wato you was the [ . . . ] desired
you ta favour mee 2o far us to [“eudeavour] to sell that small Parcell of
Muske$ If [before] this tis done, should bee glad to heare it [Pand now]
desire you to invest it in what you thinke [Pmoney] shall bee but a smal
gainer by it
[: . .] from venturing any thing [in Ballusore (unless] wee have
Returnes). Howevar, if you [Pare pleased] to send nny gools hither or to

1. The ddvice, pink. Ses Letters CLVI, CLXX

2 Pmmhmm:-—"ﬁnlu:ﬂtheqmﬂlt,,mhimﬁﬂhﬂIh-n profit.
3 Feeln '

4. Ses Letter CLXIV,

B Ses letter CLXXV

& Bullivant s refrrring 10 his jetsar of the #th November. See Letter CLXXIIL
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Bemitt [ Pmoney to bjee invested in Ophium, Msuke, or any [Fauel goods],
shall wie my best indeavours to in[vest it]. This Armenian is a friend of
Cojat [.. ... (wlhome Mr Murshall hath seen), who is [¥ now at] our
house, suil commends him to Mr[ . , . ],

I pray my kind respects [?as well to him] and Lady, Etes, freinds with
you. No [more at prese]ut: suve kind love to your selfe, wishing [ *you health]
und bhappiness, snd an happy issue out of [ your troubles], and subseribe

Your reall freind to serve you
Sau : Briryvast
[Endorsed] [To Mr] Richard Edwards
Merchant [T]n ([assu]mbuzar

LETTER CLXXXITIL
THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. €. 4053).
Ballasore, December 31: 1674
AMr Richard Edwards
Loveing freind

After &0 many letters of mine that I ean Senree have Any more than
(ne returne, and that in Answer to former Ones, the Inter being either not
received Or not of Consequence enough (though I Supposed they might) to
produce regard.2 would moke me believe my Belfe Guilty of losing Your
Freindly Correspondence by Some default on my Part, did I'not upon expmina-
tion find all your letters answered; and that T eould not Berve vou in what
desired und intended As T promised, I can without untruth Excuse my Selfe
by my Owne losse of these very Conveniences you desired, it being the General
fate.

But T Somewhat more Admired that when you had Given me snrourage-
ment to hope you Could Procure Long pepper for our Joint Account. and I
find remitted you by Mr Marshall 400 rs. for my Partd ever sinee the 10th of
Kovember 5 that 1 Can not bear from you whether you cun effect Ought in
this matter. Pray be So kind At least to lel me hear from you what yon
Linve dine or can do in this Affaire, the time for the Good Sale of the Above-
said being like to end with this Monsoone$

Your pa. of Stufle being not Able to Sell, T have returned by Mr Vincent.

Ehwaja! probably sl an Armetian T4 §= & pity thay both thess names ary ohlitered
Ta meriy sblention

Waonder.

Seé Lotter CLEXXXL

The lrtser referred 1o i doted Bth Noveniber, 1678,

Here oeed in the vense of * season.’

o e



CORRESPONDENCE OF RICHARD EDWARDS IV, 9%

-And thongh I have been So unfortunate mot to Serve you in these maiters
you desired of So Iittle moment,? Yet I desive you would endesvour what You
can ag to what I gave you in remembrance at Parting, und have Since de-
sired, And be pleased to take notice (o Mr Peacock that 1 have not received
the 20 re. You ordered him to pay, neither of him nor his Order, Mr Reade
bringing it not to Aecount.

Though T have lost all my powder and Am by that meanes mespable of
Serving my Selfe or you, I bhave potwithstanding got A promise from A
friend that ke will from Hugly Send you up Somne and Advise you of it,

Pray let me have A line or two from you, and if you have Any Of those
pe. of Stuffe ready you mentioned in your lust, be pleased in Send, ns Also the
Hanger2 directing them, As Also (if procured) the long pepper. to Mr Reude.
By this yon will Oblige

Your truly loveing friend
Tuo: Pacs
[ Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassombagar

LETTER CLXXXTY,
GEORGE ENTPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. . 4074).
Hugli{e] the 3d February 1674/(5
My Richard Edwards
Loveing freind

Wee wrrivel hiere the 30th ultimo, Since whioh Lave but Tittle trade, onely
desiraing you (though I know tia a great trouble) to look after my friend with
you, hopeing by this time that she is laid on her cot3 For the trouble you
gre at, T will willingly pay double the Same if it lies in my power. Pray
present my Umble Serviee to Mr Vineent, Mr Marshall, Mr Littleton: your
Selfe, Mr Cole, &ca, being theirs and

Yours most ready Servant to Command
Geo: Kxmrx
The Duteh Tapan ships are arrived.$
' Il G. K.

[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards

Merchant In Cassambuzar

| —

Tlhiess unpmpodtalil concarni

A shory sword, origimally hung from the belt,
Khut, badstead. Ses Leteer XXIL

The Dutch Best bringing a cargo from Japan,

24
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LETTER (LXXXY.
GEORGE ENIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. O, 4078),
Hugly the 15 February 1674/
Alr Richard Edwards
Affectionate friend

Yours of the 10th Current is comé to hand, wherein understand of my
- Leing delivered of o girle} which is neither good nor had newes,
butt rather of the two bad, for T would rather had a boy. Maes eu que logo
fese povre quoglado?

1 sm very plad you have cleared my Accounl with Hardass Nanger3 1
wotld with all my beart send you some money for my expences with you: but
that 1 have searce 10 i by mee at Present, bul in shor{ time shall, and then
will Supply you.

This is all ot present. Desireing still to continue our free anil Brotherly
freiniship, So remain

Your assured reall friend to Comand
. Gro: Exvire
[. . - ]my Cozen &ea. friendst
Tdem G R
[Endorsed] To Mr Richand Edwards
Merchant In Cassumbazar

LETTER CLXXXVI
THOMAS PACE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0. ©. 4070).

Ballazore, February the 2[1st75 1674 /5.

Mr Richard Edwards

Loveing freind

1 hope that by Mr Dar[ ?leyé when] he Comes I may heare from you.
Otherwise twonld Give me A Sospicion that there may be Some mistake?

% hmmhdmummxxn]twmhmumwﬂmm
aamed Pabeces. Sha married Roberd Foz st Fort St Georgo om the lat September, 1681,

2 Pub then | may have been & poor! The lust woed dote nol sppesr in sny Portogness
or othey dictéomary thai 1 hsve commlied.

A Hira Des Nagar.

4 Moeh of the postecript In {llegible ond there ia no clue to the identity of the ** Cozen.™

5 The fgurs following the 2 o (llegible., Tho letter haw hoen ralendared 2nd
Februsry, but 30 sndorsement in Richard Edwarda's band gives the Jist Febrmsry. This i
the last letter extant from Pace. He died shortly alterwarde

6 This partly illegible word mems 10 be Darley.  Jushus Darley was sppointed
* Ubaplain to the Bay ™ on \he 18th Feh, 1674 (Court Book, vol 26, p. 195).

7. Misumlerstanding.
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betwixt Us, but hoping, 1 would desire You, if the Sword! be doue, to Send
it, As Also A white piece of Stuff 1 desired of you that may be weady. 1
wonld Also desire ta know what T must Credit you for those things I received
of you. 1 ho[pe] you have Satisfyed Your Selfe of Gieorge Peacock that [he]
paidl me not the 20 rs2
This is all from
Your Loveing freind
Tno: Pux
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwanls
Merchant In Cass[am jbozar

LETTER CLXXXVIL.
JEREMY PEACHIE TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. €. 4081},

[Jeremy Peachie (or Peachey] was elected writer on the 251k COctober
1672, 1lis senurities, approved on {he 15th November, were * John Peachie,
Doctor of Physick, and Fruncis Eads, Apotheeary.” He arrived in India o
ihe 27th June 1673, was sent to Dengul, and wos employed at Balasor and
Hugli until November 1676 when he was setiled at the latter place. In 1677
lie was guilty of acts of irregularity. Te *picked the lock ™ of the * Water
Gate " between ten sund eleven at night, ** the Porters haveing after 0 a Ulock
brought him the Keyes as usually,” anl went off without permission. Hlis
offence wis the greater ua he was in chorge of Richard Moseley and Jubn
Norton, who were confined in the factory for * abuseing the Company ani their
servanis " to Mallk Zindi the nahive governor, On this vecasion Peachie was
away for 15 duys ™ on his one huisinesa ™ Three months laters in July 1637,
during the absence of his superiors at Balasor, e attempted to ship 100 bage
of his own rice on the Company’s sloop (Fanges, and had ha been suocessful,
would Tave delayed the ship to the Company’s detriment. For these and
other “ Trregnlarities ' he was soundly checked ” and ™ ordered to give a
poss Acknowledging his faults and that he would be more Conformable fo
orders in the future.”

In 1878 Peachie, who had transeribed the Huoglt Diary windl Consullntions
for 1677, wae sent to Kasimbazar for a month ta fulfil o like duty in the jlace
of Thomas Collins deceased. In January 1670 le was appointed Secomd nl
Patna under Job Charnoek. Four years later, in 1683, be waa transferred to
AMulds where he succeeded Ssmuel Hervy #s Chief. Malda faotory was die
solyed during the war with the Mughal's forces in 1685-1687, and when the
Court ordered its resettlement in 1688, they intimated their intention tn

1. The " hanger,” for which see Tetter CLXXXIIL
g Ses lLetter CLXXXITL
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" incourage [nithfull Persons an Mr Peschy ” whom they deemed euitable for
the Chiefship. Peachie necordingly returned to Malda and remained in favour
until 1633 when he wus aconsed of extravogant expenditure. In January
1605 he was sent to Fort St. George to have * his churge adjisted” and way
suspended from his office until his accounts were * cleared” e failed to
give a satisfactory explanation of the ervors in his factory books and his
answer to & bill preferred against Lhim in the Court of Admiralty was desmed
tnsufficient. ‘Therofore, having ** misbelved himsslf. acting oontrary to the
frust in him reposed, he was dismissed the service, but was sllowed to remain
83 & freeman in Madras. In Decomber 1700 the Court ordered Lis acconnt
to be ** statel,” and & sum of £224. 15. 11 found to be due to him was paid
to his legnl representatives in Englanil.

Teremy Peachio died at Fort St. George on the 16th April 1702. He was
unmarried and he left no will. Administration of his éffects wan granted Lo
kis brother Samuel on the 15th March 1704, but as late as July 1708 Samuel
Peachie wns still petitioning the Court “for what dus to Lis late brother
factor in the Day.” See Court Books, vols. xxvili, xxxvi, xxxix, xl; Factory
Records, Dacens wnl, 1, Miscellaneons, Illa, Fort St. George, viii, xi, xii,
Hugli, i, iv; Letter Book, vol. viii, pp. 574, 577; Yale, Hedges' Diary, 1. 93,
103, 142, TI, 261; Diarie: of Streynsham Master, el Temple; P, C. C.,
Admons.].

Hugly the 31 February 18745
Mr Riobard Edwards
Esteemed Friend

In remembrance of our former nequainteance, T give you the trouble of
these lines. Olur Vognge! was unplessand, oceationed for want of lime water,
I hiad put » bot[tle] in the [ . . . ], but sboard found not [ Bany].

I have here with Mrs Nayleor® sent back what things bronght away: 4
plates and Silver Spoone, 2 Empty Bottles and a Cover for Dislies, which is
oll excep & Remolla® that are at the washermans, which you may Expe[c]t
Per the Next. 1 forgott at my Comeing away 1o Spake fo you a bont your
wishormun, bul hee acknowlidgin that Hee had lost my Conte and was willing
to bee nut offe two Rupees, it restes in your Tossome to dos mee thit favour.

Pray soquaint Mre Smith that T have ondred a luste to be made. and
with all conveniant Speedo Shal[l] got his Shooes made and send them: which
is what affers, Save Servia t[o] Mr Vinceut and his Lady, Mr Littleton and
his, snd Mr Marshall, with Dew respectes o all our friends with you, I leave

1. Fram whai follows, Peochis sesms 10 linve puid & wishi W Buwsimbasyr gad to lase
tvorntly retorned Lo Hmgl,

2. Wiia of Jchn Naylor, the Company's will-dyer 4l Kiaimbazsr

X Hind, tamal, konrchiof,



CORRESPONDENCE OF RICHARD EDWARDS—IV., g7

to trouble youl und period with this Benediction, Live Longe, [. . ... .. .]"
and be happ{y is the . . . ] wishes of
Your friend and Servan{t] to Command
Jene Pea[cn]e
[Endursed] Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassumbuzar Present

LETTER CLXXXVIIL

EDWARD READE TU RICTIAHD EDWARDS.
(0. €. 4083).
Hugly March 13eh : 1674/56
Mr Richard Edwards
Esteemed friend

L biave made enquiry alout the parcell senl by Mr Hervy, und the peon
tells moe that it was deliversd st Mindadpore? 1o a peon who is of kin to Colly
Cannesd aud from him hope yuu will hsve received it ere this,

At my goeing to Balllgeore] 1 gave you the trouble to bny mee [ ¥some
o« = 5% have forgot what you dish[ursed] for mee. P[ray let me] know
what it was, that T may make you uuliﬁ{fn]ctium the trouble it's selfe being
gn obligation on

Your reall friend and Servant
Evw: Ruane
[Endorsad] For Mr Richard Edwarde
Merehant In Cassumbuzar

LETTER (LXXXTX,
HENRY CARPENTER To RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0.0, 4080).
Singes le 4th May 1675
Mr Richard Edwards
Loveing friond

This serves only as o duplicats to my last to you, which was of the 20th

past month,® in which scquainting you of Mr Peacock’s denying lo owe you

1. 1 tothenr froubling you funbor and closo.

‘£ Mirdandpor. _

A Kalu m B Labbers LXTII, CXX

4 Some words are tomm away, Pesde b prolably releming b Ahe bamboos sked for
in Letiee CLXIV,

B This letter does nod axist

25
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thing, and must, it seems, be pufi in mind vt circumatanees of the Debt ere he
pay it. I tooke this opportunity al=o to lett you kmow it, feareing my last
might miscarry as well an severall pthers formerly.
Noe mare but kind Salutes, with wishes for your liealtl, Remaine
At your Command
Hesny UsuPEsTER
[Endorsed] To Mr Hichard Edwards
Merehant In Cessumboazar

LETTER CXC.
JOHN SMITI TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0, C. 4081).

Hugly May 22d. 1675,
Mr Richard Edwards

Hood freind

Pardon mee dlint T have not writt you Sinee my srrivall from the Coast.
1 assure you want of time and oppertunity was the onuse of it, heside some di-
Horvences created by Mr Clavells not obeying the Agents arlers.l

I am resolved by next shipps for the Fort2 Godl williyg, wod 1 shall wau
money to wdjust with rame creditors, which ther mude s greal crime my last
Vovage; therefore, pray use your nftmosl endegvours spoedily 1o send mee what
you ow mee. T woull not presse you Lo il were I not mneh necessituted ne now
[ am. Therefore, T begg you will not [nile to send mee all, or ot the least 156
ofr 16700 Rs., [# na] Mr Hervey by o letter to Mr Mokun? prevented my Re-
ceiving that debt, which hee deelared would have paid, hud not that lettar for-
bid him.

I would bee'glad to here some uews from you, AMr Read kil surprised
mee with the snidennssse of his Cosseds goeing, soe desiro you exouse hast.

i, In Docember, 1674, Smith lef\ Bulasor withont permission =nd went to Madme in
a “ conntry ship,”" ostenaibly o recnver debis that he slleged 1o be due to him there; but
his priznssy objest was lo luy his grisvnces befare the nuiborities ot Fort St Gewrge. Bir
Willism Langherne ond his Councll found “much of private mmttes " ln the fends ' of
“ long standing in the Bay,” but Smith managed to make out a rase for himssll. Hu returned
to Bengsl with orders for his reimtatement sz Chiot at Dares.. Thes onlery were dlere
gardsd by Ulsvell who insisted on weiting for inatrnctions froom the Court of Commlitess.

2 ﬁnﬂ"tinmhbuhlmndmymme&fwmﬁnﬂnﬁ-
3. Richard Mohun, Chief at Mavalipatam
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Pray tell Mr Cole and Mr Hardingt I have brought some monsy for them
from the Coast, which Ile pay to there osder if theile give mee up wy Heceipts.
I rest

Your nssured freind and Servant Lo my ulmosi power
Joms Surrm.
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwands
Merchant Tn Cassambazay

LETTER CXCL
GEORGE KENIPE TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0.C. 4082,
Hugly the 25tk Way 1675
Mr Richard Fdwanls
Aftectionate Friend

Yours of the 27th ultimo is long Since [come to] bamd, whicl in like
manner should have answered, if [* heand of] the Cossid’s goeing. I may
bae T tald vou that Seram [ ¥ pore] vemaynes was but 12 t22  [shoulid also have
spoke [to Mr] Vineent about Cebram Tanyand bott T musi tel[l yon] the
plaine fruth of if, T was troubled to the very [ ¥ heart] (o see how things did
goe with mee when 1 le[ft Ballasore] so that T did forgeut it.

T thauke [you far] the Slippers you sent mes, and shall [ ; . - - <] thereot
send you 6 puire shoes according to yonr [# reqiest ] assoone us cun gelt them
ready, o likewise [. . . .] who desired my — — — — when left Cossum-
bagar, Tto] whome pruy give my boot doa Sallam? us lik[ewine] that of my
— — — —. UCancerning wy likeing of [. . . 1] beudy pritty well, if could butt
live quietly, but [ ? here] s nothing but henriburning and Strife. so Uil this
v+ +] X know (if I hnd money), could gett more here than [a1] Cassumbazar,
yet would rather to take my ease snd quiet fundJly upon a Beld of Sumw then
to tumble and torme[nt my] selfe on a feather bed Strow'd with Corcentali3

As for néwes, truly though we have it sooner [than] you, yet altogeathes

. Jamos Harding, elocted writer st November, 1671 He was wnl 16 Kusbmharar {n
\67A. Bes Ihirics of Streynsham Afaster, od. Temple, 11 190

2 Seampur, south of Hugli, whiete the Thaoes sstabilishod = tactory & fow  monibs
Jaber. Knipe seams 10 mean that oaly I2 rupess-worth of joods in which b and Edwards were
Inleceslid wers semaining xl Serompur.

A Sibram [Shiv Bam), & limye or Hiwdo tredar.

4. Bahit dwd sadam, best compliments. Ses Latter ULXIVII

S Probably an allusion to the bhariyd ceremony st kome Hindu weddings. The senes
wonld be * . fmilier bed glevwn with young woren in mals aitire.
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a privite. T suppose you [know how] it goes with Mr Haull and Mr. Smith.t

.Frm' repeiv{o of | Cheetwrmull® 8 lg. for o peece of Clint hunght of mes.

LE] shonld bee vary glad to ses you come with Mr V{incent] &ca. hither,
being all al present from

Your sssured Loveing [friend] to serve you
Geo: [Exprx]

Prag in gour next el moe how [you] like weavers and Thro[w]sters3

Idem G K
[Endursed] To Mr Juln Marshall Merchant Second for the honble. Compa-

nies Affoires In Cassumbazar with o [# perwanwa |4

LETTER CXCIL
GEORGE ENIPE T0 RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0.C. 4003).
Hugly the 30tk May 1675

Esteemed Friend

Yons of the 26th Current have received. 1 am glad you received the
Slhippers of Mr, Greenhill5 butt sory 4o see be had no more witt butt to leti them
ooms to the view of ull peaple,

I have received the 4 Strings, as also to more Jurs que Churs sent to ho-
mora Jura. T thank you very kindly for Loth, and hnmmors boot don and Sal
lam 1o youb )

T am glad your mau is arrived from Sindree” The prises of goods are [as]
followeth, Vit

Tutansgued M0ru: the [ma]und ready money, bul fine

. FPending definite orders from  the Company, the Coonel st Fort St Gueorge had
mocommmdid | that John Smith sud Jeseph Mall, who bad besu smponded for mimmanage-
metid and (mubondingtion, sbonld bo \emporerily sestored to thair posta;

L Choer Mal,

& Pradably s sllusion & Miclss! Lovenry Eurlmt'lﬂudel'ﬂrm,mmd
Diuniel Binger and Joke Grifith, throwsbess, who all appest b4 hive been senb to  Kasimbasar
parly i 1675 Two of them hwl previomaly besn ooldicre. See  Diariee  of  Sereymlam
Master, oil Temple, 1 G768

4 P porwewa, o order, oficial bibler, Knipe's lettor Vo Edwards soems to huve been
rrwliemd w il an affladnl darmmemd do John Manball

5. Edward Grosalill. & " Freemao ™ of Masilipstam. Sea Diaries of Sfrevurham Maiter,
ed. Temple, [1. 105

6 Thin parageaph shiuld v —"' T have recvived s 4 sbringn, as also tumideri fire '35
ghur (your wife's beacelels) sl b= hombanl jorw [y wifo), T funk you vesy kindly for
bioth, wbd Nemore bilkad da'y sdow |[my humak complimunts), "

T, Binghiyas, See Latter CLIV.

8 Twrenagi, -spsiter
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Tinn 26 -
Copper  36:
pepper 12:

Sandull wood 24 Rupees the muund.

Per this boat 1 have sent you 55 peeces of lead. weighing the weight 60
mwunds, 17 Sear, which desire you to putt of asscone us possible (it cost me 8
ru: the muund), thet is, 1n truf e jk for Sugar of the Coursest sort, to be Lere
in Hugly [by the m Jiddle of Uotober. Gnod freind, I desive you friefndly to]
dispose [ . . .aJesoone [as poesi]ble [# may bjee for I [¥ shall require] the
Sugar here iy the begining of November, as also( in cose you eannot pull it off,
pray take up so much money at Interest as the lead cost mee and Send it downe
in Sugar, and I will readily pay it. Pray wrile me the price of the Sugar per
next; the Sooner you gett the Sugar the better.

1 your man comes downe 1 shull se o get what goods and what quastity
you desire: but for [, . . .] concerned i good truth thiz yeare hath almost
bro[ kejn my back, therefore cannot meddle witls if, being nll st present from

Tour reall friend and Servant
Gro: Kxos
[Py doe what you cun in disposall [of m |y Coren SBmyths! Chank.2
HCK
[My] Service to Mr Vincent, My Marshall [ ... . ] &ain[...]
The Olinrges o[ I] the bost hence townsds you is 6 Rs, [, . . . ]
[On reverse] There isin the [ ¥ bont] 4 peeces Sale cloth wml 2 matts for Mr [E.
LiJttleton. _
Assonne as the Col seid retoJroes théther, pray sead [ .. ]-
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassambazar

LETTER CXCIIL
GEORGE ENIPHE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
(0.C. 4107),
Hugly the 208th August 1[675]
Mr Richard Edwards.
Loveing friend

Yours of the 26th Current is come to hand [wherein T] see Sheak
atoheed 15 falve from his bergeinfe, snd] hnveing no remedy to make him per-
furme [ F the same], T desire and ordar you to sell the lead for what yo[u 7 can

1 Smnh may be the " cozen” mentioned by Enipe in Lestar CLXXXV, but the term

anly. implied miimacy.
B Sowih, comch-shell

3, Blekh Hajh
26.
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get) and Invest the mony inth Sugar sssoone as poasilly ylow ean], for time
grows near[e],} snd T should have it downe here [by the] begining of Novem-
ber; therefore pray be Speedy [in what] you des.  Be sure to put up tlie Sugar
In'eqanll propy[rtions], that i<, 2 mde_ 135 in n bag, and that it be well put np
in [ ¥ strong | Guany?

For my wing, the Usnary cosl mee 6 ru., the [. . <] Mudras, and the
Rhenish 5] . 11 you ea{n get] more for it, pray sell it so, but not under.

Yot muy remember in one of my [ ormer] latters I write to you to receive
if Cheotermull {8 5.7% for u pescs of Cliut he hul of mee.

Nothing else at present, hopeing to bo with you by the end of next month
for 2 or 3 daies, remayne

Your ready friend
Gro: Kxire
14 you or Mr Vincent desives to have any Copper or Tutnnague, it is very cheap
[ hieres Capper] st 34 and Tutanague al 27 e {he maund.
Idem G K
[....] boot don and Sallam® to [ . ] Sugar is good [¥] price Tam [ . . - ]
contented.
[Endarsed] To Mr Richard Edwarids
Merchant In Uassambuzar

LETTER CXCIV.
IENRY CARPENTER 1O RICHARD EDWARDS.
(O.C. 4108).
Hugly Te 30th August 1676

[Mr Richard] Edwards

[ Fetoeme]d Friend
Sir, These nre to devive you per first Lo send, if can with Convenieney,
the 2 pair Breeches strings, and if not already done, to give order about the
Belt T desired 5 [ # the] whickh T wonld, if possible, be possessor off ere my Lea-
voing this place. Pray let the Peeterd be ut Teast 2 fingers broad and sbout 2

and hall coveds long,T and fhe peece for sirapps about the same lenght and half
a5 brond.

1. ''The time of the arrival of tha Company's ships from Earops

2 Hind geni, secking.

3 The ampunl I given in Letler OXCL

d. Bes Letter OXCIL

5 The letter tomtaining the request for thess arvicles does mop exis

6. By " Pestor’ the writer seems w0 mean beltmg, something skin to the modern wals:-
webbing known as Petoraham

7. Abont ¥ yde bmg. A coved (vovedo) wus 1827 in,



CORRESPONDENCE OF RICHARD BEDWARDS—IV. 108

Proy please, if to be hud, with the other things (o sewd Lull 4 peece ol rel
Slite stuff for Vallinst for eurtging, Tix for o soll Cannapy. soe that a suall
cautier of il will be sufitient.  Perbupps you may have n Remaant by you.

Sir, what seconut afler provury of tiese things shall be between us, T shall
tlis[ o Tkefully follow your orders, wither in paying it bere o whim you shinll
appoint, of in procureing suy thing you alinll desire in Ballasore; whether sup-
pose wm shortly goemng, whew yoor comnmands shull aloways be wost well-
come [to] Sir

Your lglly obleiged Friend and Servaut
Hrxuy Canresien
11 wuy by you. send me [-.~] Collobotty gold2 tor [ . . - ]
Jdem ¥ C
[t reverse] ]F[be inclosed pray deliver to Mr Nalerd
[Eudorsed] To My Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassambazar

LETTER UXCV.
EDMUND BUGDEN TO BICHARD EDWARDS.
(0: €. 4112),
[ Ballasore s 13¢h September 1675]
Mr Richard Edwarde
Respected freind

A litle after Mr Paces deatld T received for him two ewords,d sent 1
sappose by you; therefors proy senil mee wonil how acssunte stand with bing
being 1 am an Overseer® pud makeing up his accounts, which wilbe very
Adiffipult to fnisk, if these in the Bay with whome Le hatlh dealeings domt
help mee, being all Lis busines since Uetober last are in loose papers.

Pray send my Wite hir song booke you horrowed st Hugly, and tell mee.
what is hecome of my Nimeloes? T you waut uuy thing here T ean help
you to, write; and it shall be sent you by

Your sssured freiml to commanid
Evursn Hrapes

Thin mmaterial for valuae [ibopeary).
Ralubatbiz, twisted puld and ailk thredd.  See Latior CX11
Jakm Nayior, dyee.
Otte uf Lhinas wis probubly the = hanger ' muntioned in Latler CILXXTIIL
By ™ overséer’' i meant & perin formerly sppoinisd ly & Lelator lo sipervise of
assish the sxecutors of m will
7. Hind, mmehe, a dagee.

S
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Ballusare :
Liith September: 1675
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Bdwirds
Merchnnt Ju Cassambazar

LETTER CXOVL
SAMTUEL BULLIVANT TO RICHARD EDWARDS.

(0, U, 4113}
Singee : 20 September 16757
Mr Richard Edwards
Renpeeted Feeind

I bave not of lste [written] to you, not having any thing materiall [ #but]
suppose (not hewring from you) my [Pmusk] B as yot unsoldt I have in-
tantions to sfend] it to England. Thees zre therafore e Freqaest, . . .

. o] whome I uow write about it,

My [service] to Mr Vincent, Mr Marshall, partienlarly My Littlelon
and his Lody, snd peay desfive] Mr Littleton, if thos few bottles of minfe],
s loug wince promised to send: bee in [hia] honds, that hes would forward
them to [me] by the primo oppariunity of boates.

Not [else w]ave kind rospects to your selfe and suliscsibe s

Your ve[al treind] to s erve you]
Saun: Drrirvasr;
[Endorsed] For Mr Riokord Edwasds

Morehonl o Cussingliuzar

LETTER CXCVIL
EDMUND BUGDEN TO RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0. U, 4124), |
Hallasore : 24 November 1875
Mr Richard Edwards
Respected freind

Yours pf the 22th past month received wiih your accound of Mr Paces,
for which have credited you 857 108 and he in his nccount makes you
Debtor 57 ru., s thers will be due to him 21 ru. 8 4 Wis scconnt of yonr
being debited to him is at the hottom of the lotter eoncerning the Rosewater

remaining in your hands; do nok doubt hut you will do him what right mnay
be.

L 8o Lelior CLXXXTL
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My Wife thankes you heartily for your remembrance of hir. The
hooke! is received. Concerning thie Nimohses2 T Teave the Prics to you;
Never auy sold under 11 r. Per peice; some hoth been for Zr. The Musk
shalbe dellivered Mr Uarpenter us per order.

Al Presenl huve not éleé fo ndvise, but what powder you have writt for
shall Procure, and fell you that I remuin

Your ussured freind snd servant
Epmusp Bocpex
pray, neighbo]ur, s[ejud me [ Fhefore the ships goe] 10 or 20 fine Pattana
Switchesd

16734 Riokard Edwards De Cr.
E. W r. L

Tin: Ist To Ballasore account 18. 1 Par 1 bale sngar received of
w Te  short pharges Mr Byam 9. 4

aceount arrack 10,
[Septen Jber 8.T0 severalls bought
for you at timea 4. -

Bs. G, 4

[Endorsed] Teo Mr Richard Edwards
Merchant In Cassambazar

LETTER CXCVIIL
MATTHIAS VINCENT T RICHARD EDWARDS,
(0, C. 4126).

Cassambazar b November 1675

AMr Riclard Edwards

Hespeoted Gond Friend

I hope thia will meet you wfier all trouble paat in the way up: safely
arrived in Pattons, where I desire you to make your abode ss short as the
businesse I kave desired you to Perlorme will suffer you, If, when you came
down (it being a quick Oolauek? yon are upon), you could ly short of
Dujumanll till about miduight, haveing well ronted your men on purposs be-

Tha ** mmg booke.” Ses Létler CXOV.
Daggers. See Letier CXOV,

(f Poina bamboo, Ses Lattor CLXIV.
Uiak. Bes Leiter CXIV,

27
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fore hand, so that you might by2 the Shaubns? between that and three in
the morning, you would be ssoner bere and avoid o great deal of frouble there,
the Dutoh Patelloes® you left there being not cleered to this day. 1 leave it
te you, well knowing you nse nol to come short inany things of this aiture.

Pray remember me kindly to Mr Bullyvent, and tell Stephen Gwyllym?3
Lo need nol have nol Mr Bullyvaol to huve cusedt his Eunrope letter, it being
aguinst my prineciples (though not agaisst Mr Halls)? to stop or intercept
letters. I am the willinger to 16 bim know this, inving seen o letter of Lis
to Mr Cale, whereby he seames to be & well enclined youth und possibly may
bo only mistaken o me, and not so grousded as the Gent® ke lived wilh in
{nnd by whose manageing [n]f hifm] he wae removed from) Ballasore

T wish you muech better health aud remsine, gé you may Assure yous
salf you shall allwaies find me, maugre whatsver you have been bumed in
the var to the Contrary

Your alfectionate and very réall Friend
Marrs: Vixcesy
[Endorsed] To Mr Richird Edwards
Merchant Preseni In Pattana

[Also endarsed by Richard Edwanls] from Mr Vincent, received ‘in Phitans

November 17: 15, dated November &.

LETTER CXCIX.
GEORGE WHITE TO RICHARD EDWARDS.
() C. 4148).

Ballasore Ducember 8 [1675)
Mr Richard Edwards
Waorthy aud truely Respected Fréind
I have bloth your] kind lettors of the 1T and 26 past, with the specified
Plartieulurs] from Mr Bugdes. For your care and kindness in [the pro-
w1 Jsion thereof 1 give you my due thanks and am very [sorry] you were not
correspondently Serv'id in those things [you] recommendid (o me, the blame

"alip" or " pue unobesrewl " sestm b be amiiiad,

Hind, skidug, patrol, salekmen

A turge Hat-bottomed boal, piteles, used for the transpory of sslipetre from Prine

Bimphon Greilllums.  Sos Latter XOIX

Enclimed wilh his own

Jomeph Hell, whe was violmily sutagonistie to Vinemb

o The senns goems %o bo, ""has not so much grounds for hin suspicion of ws sa of the
k, %o

8 Owilliams had only recently bosn semt 1o Patna. The “Get" referred o was pro-
bably Hall

e
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whereof 1 hrpe you will not in the least impute (o me, in Reguard I wos ne-
epssitated to imploy a second hand tiferein, my] indispensable Oconsions nol
permitting mfe to go] in Person fo Metchlepatam,! which, however, 1
sho[uld bave] thought nesdless, such was my confide[noe in] Mr Freemuns
Freindship? and truely T am [loth] vel to Enteftaine any other Opinion of
i[im], but for both yours aud my hetter satisfaction sha[ll] diseonrss him
about it when God plesses to Aviv[e] me al the Cosst, whether T am now
Lonind [in the] English shipps:3

I am very much Rejoye'd to understand [your] hopes of A speedy tam-
postire of your late [unbappy] imbroyle aud wish it Perfectly accomplish’d
[#and buried] in Obfivien, And here I might sery Uppertufnely offer] you
my freindly Advice (o apply this Uphappy ae[vident] a4 o eaveatd to eecure
you from further adventuring on such Eminent huzurds. Dut I suppose tis
[ “now] unnecessary ti use any Arguments, for ead [experience] tesches the
burnt Chylde to dread the fire,

T talie it as a grest Evidence of your Fre[indship] that you are pleased
fo disolose. your thoughts with se [miich] treedome (0 me, il
though 1 dars sexrse nd[venture] to offer you my wdvice in a conserne of anch
import. vet I may not omitt to give you my se[nae] of it gl tell you that
| can by nos mesnes encoursge you o desext your imploy i hopes to hetter
your selfe by turning Freeman, for besides that wee who pass unde[r] th[at]
Ap[pel]lition afe now soo numerous thaf onr Services are beco[ me] eleape and
oontemptible, the tride is sllsooe generally soe decay’l and dénd Ui the piny
is aourse worth the Cand[le], nor know 1 now sny Voyage e[o]nsiderably
benififeinl] excopt that of Persin, which 1 think sllsoe has passid  the meri-
dign und is declining, ond on shoare; wnder the jurisdiction of a Chiefe, T
suppose you cannol wielllimaginine [sic] any probabillity of an advantageo[us]
sotilemont when out of the line of pommunivation, sin[ce] F beleive you find
it tiffioult Enough now vou ave within the Paile of the Church® Tpon
\lis watier, therefore, tis my (lpinion that yon thinke nol uf alltering your sta-
tion where, [alJthongh you sigy nol yet [lovs] uttam'l what is both your
due und desert, Yet T canno{t] doubt hot your Abillityes will be taken notiee
of 1o your Speedy preferment, whicl T hedrtily wish you, with all prosperoms
supess in your proceedings.

1. Muwmlipsizm.

2, For Roberi Freeman, ss Letler XVIL _

3. The dens wad Whe Lagall Subject commundod by Usprain Zaclsry Browne and
Captaln Willine Goodlad.

4. Warning.

£ ‘White wos bmnding in Tndia withour the Compury's snction. Bes Letter XXIV,

B A satirical reference to the Compury's servioe
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Mr Clavell beeing  busily imploy'd, 1 hsve Adidressd my: selfe to Mr
ok Bmith for more Perfect notices of your conserne with AMr Langston,! and
haye Trom him Reeeived an Invoyes of all sent up for nocount of himaelle,
you and Mr Bogden  But us lo yours in Partioular, it gives me noe more
light than your lormer Adwies, However, T will ngain endesveur all T
Pﬂﬁai]l]j’ opn for .“Euul‘l.'rjf of what due fo yon nnd wivise youof the success h:.'
the frst from Metchlepstam, till when | take my lesve, Kindly Sulutsing you
soul resting, Sir

Your affectionste Freinl and Servanl

(ieo : Wimt[E]
T shull demuomd goue 8 Tinpees of My Frasman.
[Endorsed] To Mr Riohand Tdwards
Mirelignt Tu Casagm beizay
LETTER CC.
JOHN SAYLOR TO RICITARD EDWARDS.
(0 0. 4152),

[Ata Conrt of Clmumittees holid on the kSth Nuvember, 1670, John Naylor,
who was born e. 1640, agveed 1o serve tlie Company as & sill-dyer for four vears
ut & salary af £50 per annum, parl nf which was tobe  paid in  England and
the rest in Tndin. O reachung Madras, hie was peut on (o Bengal in the Samp-
s, it August, 1671, with “ one he recommends” viz, Richard Moseley who
had come to Tudis s n eoldior:  Nuylor's cipuabilities in bis trade do not wp-
pesr 1o lave beeu great.  Tn Augnst 1672 Matthiss Vincont reported that he
“only dyes blacks.” und 1wo yeirs later {Febiruney 1674) the Couneil ui Hughi
found that " pmissions in dying stnff " wers due to Naylor's * nogligence,” anil
they informed the Court that he * does not pretend to dve colowrs wnd hus beets
vory nngucesssful i Hint, s has heen put to other sork”  In reply, the Court
orderod that, sinee be wis * noe srtist,"” he should bo dismissed.  Tn the follow-
ing yeur (Decomber 1676) Ihe priders word repented, und the Conneil ot Hugli
was directed to send the dyer who wes found “ unfitt for that worke he want
ot for " either to Bugland or to Fort %4, Georgs.

Mennwhile, however, Naylor seems to have become more profieient in his onl]-
ing. Te lod warrisd il hod settled down in Bengal, and when Streyusham Mas
tor paid vivit of inspectinn to Kasimbasar in October 1676, he petitioned that,
since he hod served the Company two yenrs longer than his “Contractal time"

1. Bes Lstwer CXLV,
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il s sow “married and bath bis family here with kim he might have the
whole of his salary paid to him in Indis, The request was thought ressonable
anil was granted * soo long as lie shall behave himself well in his impliyment.”
In 1674, and ggain in 1070, Neylor wus eslled upon (o give evilence regard.-
ing churges brought against his Chief ot Kesimbagar., In August 1673 he,
with George Kuipe and Tichard Moseley, declared Mutthiss Viseen! inuoésnt
of onmsing the death of Raghu the Ctmpany’s podidar or onshkeeper, who was
gald po huve died after o logeing sidminstered by Vincent's orders, and in
(otober 1676, when Stroynsham Master was oniducling an eaquiry into the
pisident, Navlor repoatod his evidence. Tu the same month, siuce ke had been
residenil st Kasintbasar " all Mr Vineenls time exespl the first three weekes,
bie waa callod upon to support or refute (he charge iliat the Chief's house was &
resnet of papists.  Again his evidenes waw in Vincent's favour.  Finally, when
Vinecent brought a counter charge sgningt Joseph Hall. who had been aspersing
him tor the Conrl at home: Navior deposed that Hall had admitted his wish to
defrand the Company but had been trustrated 1o his design by Vincent,

In 1678 Naylor and Lis wife went (o Hugll leking with them their son
Thomaa, who woe to go to England in the Somely, 1ogether with Edward Little-
tou’s voung daugliter, for their “ Eduvestivn gud Tastruction.” Tn 1680 Nay-
lor petitioned the Company 10 be confirmed ** Chief Dyer,” but the Court re-
plied (Fanunry 1B81) that, though le was ™ the sldest ™ dyer, there wna “no
precedency in that trade and he oan have no other preferment ™ nor be per-
mitted o “dend prohibited goods beyomd what allowed,” Naylor had already
been carryving vu priviato trade, and oo the Court’s refusal to promote him, he
tkrew in his lot with the ' interlopers.”  Mé was, in sonsequence. dismissed by
Agent William Hedges and sent (o Balasor to embark on the homeward hound
ahips in 1683, He munaged to éscupo aud returned to Kasimbuazar as agent for
the private traders, TIn Maroh 1684 he wus “ elapt into prison " by the native
goverpor of the town and anly procured his release by a heavy fine. Shorily
after, he was murdered whils neting ws supercargo of u eloop belonging to John
Davies, one of the * instrlopers.”

There is no mention of Mrs Naylor after 1650, but in November 1688, Eleu-
nay Nauylor, probably hor daughter, was muarried to John Pounsett at Fort St.
George. Of Jolin Naylor's parentage nothing hus been ascertuined. The only
person mentionad in connection with him in Eogland i Elizabeth Short to
whom part of his salary during the first few years of his service under the Com-
pany seems to have been allocated. See Court Books, vols. xxvii, xxix: xxxii;
Lettar Books, vols, v and vi; Factory Records, Higli, vols. iv and v, Kasimbazar,
vol. i, Foet St. Grorge; vol. xvi, Miscellaneows, vol. iiin; Dharies of Streynsham
Muaster, ed. Temple; Anderson, English Intercourse with Siam, p. 268.

28
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Cassambazar the 24th Décember 167
Mr Richanl Edwards
Estemed Triend

Sinee the receaveing of yours, eould not have sny opportunity of write-
ing to you till now. All your familyes as [ ] well, bogth att home and abroad,
1 have, been to see vours alroad seavinll tines and slwayes m health! We hove
expeoted you heare for seavrall dayes and um sorry that you loose the winter
heare, but supoese you Bave ns much pleasure theire? s you could kave beare. 1
have not more ait present but subscribe

Your very Loveing friend ind servant to comand
Jonx Naviop
Alrs Vinoent is brought in hedd of a boy3.
Dicke? desires to bee remembred 1o you.
Pray present my humble service bo Mr Bullifauut,
Idem J: N:
[Endorsed] To Mr Richard Edwards
alerchant In Pattanay [or] elswhere

This seares (o reder do & native establishment kept up by Edwards.
In Fatna Hee Letwwr CEXCVII

This wes Viovent's second son. The Brst was born o 16TL
Hichurd Trepihfisld, wriler, who will be noticed liter.

N

{Tﬂ be continued.)



The House-of Faaatseth.

Cosmrreep vy Lare Ma, J, 1. Lrrria, a4,
Headwaster of the Naeal Bahadue's Institution, Murehidabad; Bengal.

INTRODUCTION.
" This was vhice a hotse of tade—n centre of busy interssts,
The throng of merchants was here—the quick pulse of gain.”
Laml.

The wzitor to Murshidabad, saye the auther of the beal guide-book 1a its
untiquities, is generally eoulent with sceing the Paluce; the Jaffruganj ce-
metery, where the Nawabs of HBengal from the time of Mir Jafar lie buried;
the Katra Muosjid, ¢outeining (he tonb of Murshid Kali Khun, the founder of
Murshidahad ; the Great Gun which hae gradually beon mised from the ground
hy 4 pepul tree in the course of its growtl; the Mobarik Manzil, where the East
India Company once dispensed justice but which is now a garden honee of the
Nowab Babadur of Murshidabad; Moti Jheel, the Lake of Pearls; and the
Khoshbagh cemsiery, where Alivardi Khon and Siraj-ud-daula were bunel.
Some visitars, however, proceed northwards aleng the muin road of Murshida-
had to Jaffragan) where they are shown the honse which was once the residenca
of Mir Jaffar and the place within ite enclousre where, tindition ssserts, Sivaj-
nd-danls met his death, If the visitor were to procesd o short distunce further
he would notice gn W leti a dilapidated galewsy.  Four romls bysaeh from this
gatgwny like the sticks of a fan and jt seems that all the freqnenters of these
ronids pre wending their way to this eommon point, When (hey seach it, hov-
ever, they all pass by.

Froni (le gateway o poth leads down 1o the river Bhagirathi dividing into
twi ports o piece of land of considersble extent. For the most part this ie
govered with jongle bul m o clearing there iz 4 buildivg [n o tolerable state of
repair. The front of the building is coverad with poreslain tiles evidently of
Duteh manufoeture, and, no doult, the fruit of some forgatten burgain with
the factors of the Dutol settlament it Cassimbazar,  In o setting of cunals and
windmills wo find om the tiles soones Erom thie O60 and New Testaments. Cain
te killing Abel; Moses is on the Monnt with the two tables of stane; Rahab
is letting the two spies down from the walls of Jericho: David is leading his
sheep to pasture; the revens hring food fo Elijah; the children mock Elijak;
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Jezebel hos been thrown from the window and the dogs ure leaping at her
throst; we see the Baptism i the Jordan, the Woman at the Well of Samaria,
the Prodigal Son taking his foud from the trough and $t. Peter denying his
Master, With these svenes in our minds we look fneile the budlling und oue
Byes fall om worath or LR Whil?ll the I'.ﬂl‘h.iﬁ o uﬂ]’riﬁﬂ on the ﬂ.nj' o .lngnn.—
unth wod in thy mnermost shrine 4 priest s worshipping the god 1o whom
the building has been dedicated ; for this is a temple of Vishnu,

A Hiudu temple adorned with stories from the Biblo i= not the only con-
trasl presenled to (he mind in this pluce. Close Ly is o small peservoir in thi
mildle of which & founlain vaee played. This and 1he mound surroanding if,
we Ure tolid, mes formed part of o stately hall. Farther sway i2 4 rumed build-
ing whose walls are closely embraned by the myniad stens of 2 bunyan tres
This was ones the vopository of wntold wealth. Tu another plice some watle
wre poisted ol as the remaius Wl s osint. O other pluces tales are wld of
hoards of Judden tressare waitie 10 enrich the man who oan find the secret
place swliere it lies buried.

Here once lived the Jugat Rétha—{he Raollischilds of Inilis, The path lead-
ing down to the river wos omee w fins vond Hanked with sevun gates and lmesd
with the deellings of pepoys who panrdel theie wonlihy mester.  This plol of
ground now covered with jrungle and bare of koman habitation was omee:s husy
Weve of 4,000 people. Tle wound wis onee o pidose—the Sdinasliln or Seat
of the Ymperor—worthy to reeeive the Naowah Nmim of Bengral snd Eord Ubve
when oy came togetlier to oonsalt Jugot Seth, Olive waus Dhinking of the men
who onoe lived hore when he salid “The oty of Musadavad is as extonsive,
populons, and rich, se the oity of London; with this diffsreoce thet there sro
individunls in the fired posseasing infinitely greater property than any of the
It oity ©; and Burke, when be refsrred to bankers in Dudin wio onee vied iu
cupital with the Bank of Englabdl had in his mind the botse of Jagat Seth
* Ax the Gunges pours ifs water into the ses by o hundred mouths” writes o
Bengall poet, ' an wealth fowed ints flie troussiry of the Saths

The Listory ol this honse is (he theme of the following pages. It hus
been gathored from the Bengal repords of the Kast Tadin Company, from the
writings of Indian historinns, from the few documents remuining i the possss-
sivn of the hewd of the howse—sole survivors of the destruclion wrought hy
Bood wod earthguake—, wol from traditions hauded dowy in the lamily.: We
shall relate how Himnand Saho transplaated the family from its bome in Raj-
putany to Petnng how kis son Manik Chand, established it firsd at Dacea and
then ot Murshidabad und how under him and his sncosssor the honss besume
great in Bengal and powerful at Delhi. W shall see how uil this period, when
the semi-regal Nawnbs of Bengsl were at the height of their power, the ban-
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kers of Murshidabad came into connection with the English merchants at Cal-
eutta whose relations with the Government were frequently strained on account
of the Nawab's attempts to extort money from them. At such times as these
we shall find Jagat Seth acting ss medistor lstween the English and the Nawab
and we shall note the fact thet wherens the officiala of the Government, high
and low, always ready (us Poohbah would hiave sdil) to be insulted with a con-
silerable bribe, the Seths of Murshidubud never demanded money from the
English s the price of the services they rendared them. Then will follow the
Ihe events that led to the batile of Plussey anil the rise of the British dominion
in Bengal. It will appear from the narrative that the Eoglish would never
have accomplished all they did withoul the aid of Jagat Seth and that his alli-
aneo with them was nol tainted with the greed of men like Omichanid nor with
the chicanery and treachery of others. The troubled yenrs 1760-1763, wheu
Lord Clive was absent from India, will next engage our sttention. The events
of these years and the conduet of (he Company’s servants have been condemns]
by historians and at the time they were viewed with disspproval by the Direc-
tors of the Company. (e fuet, however, should nol be forgotten. These men
ditl not pretend to be the rulers of the conntry responsible for the welfare of its
inhnbitants. They were merchuuts, pursuing the ideals of merchants. Their
firsl aim was to further the interests of the Company whose servants they were,
and their second aim was to make their own fortunes by means of the system of
private trade which was sunctioned by the Company and which at this time.
presented greater opportunities than ever for the wequisition of wealth, “The
general ided at this time enlertained by the servants of the Compeny,” says
Serafton, " was, that the battle of Plassey ilid anly restore us to the same situa-
tion we were in before the capture of Calentts: the Subah was conceived to be
us imdependent as ever, and the English returned into their commercial charac-
ter, with no sther alteration in their funetion, than a full indemnification for
their losses, and » small wequisition of territory, which it was thought might de-
fray the military expenses of their gurrisons, grown too burthensome lo be sup-
parted by their trade alone: if the forces were to take the field in support of the
Subal, it waa to be at his expense. These were the mutual conditions.™ In
considering the blessings which bave flowed to Bengal from the battle of Plas-
sey the conduct of the Company’s servants during these yeara of trunsition will
fade into insignificance snd we shall ratber direct our attention to the long line
of Governors and officials who from the lime of Warren Hunstings to the present
day had, and have, the welfare of the peaple ever before them, who—
Beneath the further stars
Dear the greater burden :

1., Observations oo Mr, Vansittart's Norratire by Loke Bcrafion (1766) p, 2.
3
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Bet o surve the Jands they rale,

[Save he serve no man may rule)

Serve and love the lunde they rule;
Secking pratise nor guerdon.

It will be seens that up to this point our story will be infimately connected
with the history of Bengal the course of which the Seths did muel to shupe.
Tt cunnol be said that this history is an inspiring subject of study but, ai leust,
W compares favourably with the contemporary history of the Emperors al
Delii. The time was ont of jeint. We shall note one short period during
which, novording to Indian historinns, the Government was blessed by the peo-
ple it raled and we shall ses that the Tngat Seth of (le time was largely respon.
sible for this good government. Tn military affairs we shall allude to one gal-
lnut retreat brilliantly corried out (o a successfal jesiio, Butl, in general, the
render must not expect o picture of a benevolent government and contented sub-
jects, of chivalrous goliliers and a Joyal people or the story of great cuuses aml
high ileals. He may rather expect, as (live wrote to the first British historinn
of Bengal, ** fighting. 1rioks, chieanery, intrigues, polities and the Lord knows
what.”

The eoncluding portion of the book has to deal with n perind of decline,
When the soeplre passed from the line of Mir Jafar power and wealth departed
frum the house of Jogat Ssth.  The streams of wealth to which the Bengali
poet refers ceased to fow into their treasury. Hut the transfer of the seat of
Government from Murshidabad to Caleatts would not have been so disastrous
to Jugul Beth bad nol other cirenmstances combined 1o render it g0, An in-
ability or disinclination of the head of the house to adapt himself to the new
oonditions aided by extravaganee and a savies of disasters, dissipated the im-
menase hanrds of former Jagat Setha.. Dot we shall not hiave to record the total
downfull of the house. There is silll o Jugal Seth at Murshidabad. He does
nol possess the colossal wealth of some of his predeceseors but the goddess Lak-
shmi has nol entively refused her favours. Tle does not ocenpy the high posi-
tion among the nobility of Bengal that was bold by Jagat Seth Mahtab Rai
but he is still regurded as the hend of the Oswal community to which all the
Jagat Seths have belonged. His title hins been officially recogmised by the
British Government and it is in common use smong his countrymen snd the
British Government haa permitted him to add the words “ Jagat Seth " to his
nume for the purposes of offieinl and sociul intercourse.
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CHAPTER L
HIRANAND SALIO axp SETH MANIK CHAND.

The Marwaris of Rajputana oocupy an eminent position among the mer-
vuutile sommunity of India. For centuries past menbers of this race liave lefi
their homes in Marwar and spread themselves throughont Imdia eo that there
are fow purts of the country where some of them may oot be found engaged in
binsiness a8 bankers, traders, or moner-lenders. At the heginning of the 19h
eoptury il was éstimoted that nine-tenths of the bhuikers and vommereial men
of India were nntives of Marwarl Their suceess in business has bevomo pro-
verhial ** The three tufted ones,” (Marwaris) says the Hindustani proverb;
“the red-faced ones, (Buropeans) and the eaclus plant cannot live without in-
oregaxing"2  Nor hos the nequisition of wealth hardened their hearts to the
ory of the poor and afilicated.  They huve acquived an honourable distinetion
fur their liberality in contributing towards works of publie niility and in relie-
ving the distress of those among wham ey have made their Lomes S

Abont the middie of the 1Tth cenlury—or more presisely, on the Ond day
of the new moon of the month of Baisakl in the year 1700 Smnvat, (1652 A.D. )}
when Shah Jehan was Emperor of Hindostan, Hiranend Sabo an inlabitont
of Nogar in Marwar belonging to the Gailnrba family of the tribe of Uswals,
irged by the hereditary spirit of enlerprise charseforistic of his mee, left the
place of his birth and settled in Patun,

. Patna was, ot this time, a place of considernble trade, and many merchanis
and bankers had their dwellings within its walls, The arrival of Iiranand
Saho st Paina was almost contemporaneons  with the  establishment of un
English faétory there, When Bridgeman and lus conipanions lefi Balasore
in 1652 to establish a factory at Mughi up the Ganges and vpen up the trade of
Bengal (v the English Company they were directed fo invest at least half their
stock in the purchase of saltpetre which could be best nblained from Patna. A
subcrdinate factory at Patos soon followed with un outsfation st Singhya on

1. Tod's * Rajnsthan ™ (Caloutin mpriot, 1288 ¥ol. i p. 885

2. Sir Herbers Ristoy, * Thw Peoplez of India " (1903}, p. 15

3. " The <* sommunity, alweys fonmost =hen charity s the goal” Hom, P. O
:} -ﬂ August 2%, 1813 #ir Riihard Temply, “Mew and Events of My

Im m m 44
Time in Indis** (1862), p. 420,

4 Now w Ly the present husid af the family. Io (he conversion of Swmvat dites
“ Uneiul Talilea torming an Appmilix to the Jowrnad of the Askesic Sociely " Parl dhe Socond,

“Table xiv (Calemtta 1B3G) hue been msed.
& Saho, (Hind Ssh snd Sabw) which we fad | tlie Mopllah cecirds written " saw " ex

" i ghaw," means & merchuni or bankér—Hobean Jolisos (1903}, p. 816.



118 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT.

the saltpetre grounds. Before long the trade witli Patna became so lucrative
to the Company that their agenl u) Hugli was ordered to keep the saltpetre men
constantly employed so a3 to have n stock always ready for shipment® (n
more than one ocension the Uompany's servants at this factory had recourse o
the descendunts of Iiranund Subo for loans (o enable them to carry on their
frade,

Xo particulars have been handed down to vs of Hiranand Sabio’s life at
Falna. It will probably be sufe to assert thiat he fallowed his calling ns a ban-
ker with ability and snueccess awl became in course of time a man of influence
in his wdopted vity. He worshipped the Jain gods and followed the precepts of
Ihie saered writings of the Jains. Ta the event of u birth, marriage or death in
his household Brulimans from Rajpulana presided at the appropriate ceremony
wml eack cerenvny was comlueted ncconding to the customs and rites handed
down smong the Oswals from ancient times. We cannot say whether be waus
recoguised by the Oswals as their henil but it is certain that his descendants af
Murshidabad recerved, and atill receive to this day, that distinction.

Hirunand Saho died ou the 4th day of the full moon of the month of Magh
i the year 1768 Bawvat (ITI1 AD.)T. Tle had seven sons whose names have
been handed down and one danghter® who married & son of Rai Uday Chand
of Benares. The sone followed their father’s profession und established bunk-
ing houses in different parieof Indis.  Six of them have fallen into almost total
obscurity but the eliest, Manik Chand, who proceeded to Dacen, probably al
the time when Prince Aximu-sh-shan, grandson of the Lmperor Anrungzeb,
was Viceroy of Bengal, wos destined to become the fivst of the Seths of Mursli-
dabad and to start that family on the eareer which made itz name famous
thronghout the length nnd breadth of Hindustan.

2

Daces had irresistible attractions to a man who, like Manik Chond. wished
lo estphlish a banking business. It was then the capital of Bengal. The Nazim
or GGovernor, the Diwan, whose authority was co-ordinate with rather than su-
bordinate to that of the Nazim® with all their officers and retainers, resided
there, But in addition to this the situstion of Dascea qualified it in an
emineut degree to Lacome a great emporivm of trade.  The rivers of Bengal
wetre the highways of rommerce. 1t was ealculated that ﬂlf ‘ver-barne trade

6. Wilson, * Early Amnals of the English ia Bengal.” Vol L pp. 25, 26, 33, 46

¥ From u note sapplicd by the pressnt kead of the lamily.

& fihose, " Modern History of the Indian Chisfs, ete.” Part TL p. 345 gives her name
an [¥hun Bai,

9 Suewurt, ' History of Bengal," (1813), p. 352, |

k

L
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of Bengal kepl in constant emplovment 30,000 boatmen!0 and Doces had direet
vommmioation with all the branches of this inland pavigation.  Tts musline
ol woven stuffs were of such lineness anid beauty that they were eagerly sought
after in Kurope while the cotton from which they were munufactured was pro-
duded within the provineed. The Huglish Company established a factory
there in 166812 gl the Frenoh and Dutel had similar estublishments.

The Nizim. Prince Azimu-sheshan, did not disdain to compete with the
merchants in their race for wealih but hefore doing so he framed the rules in
suoh o manner (hat his condescension should not go unrewarded. As a begin-
net he conoeded himself o generous sturl,  Up lo a certain stage the tradde was
16 be strictly exclusive (Sauda-i-Khes). His sgents wers to be stationed st all
the porte and buy up on his bebulf the cargoes of all the ships that arrived,
Then the common merchants were fo join in the trade (Sauda-i-Am). They
pould game to him and buy ull the goods they requined 13 When the Emperor
heard of the proceedings of his grandson he declared that this aristocratio me-
thol of truding was aristoorsiic medness!d gnd publie oppression snd struck
oft 500 horse from the Prince’s millitary ronk. Soon after this incident and
pechinps in eonsequence of it, the Emperor sppointed Eartalab Ehan—a strong
mun who had done good service in other parts of the empire—t{o the affice of
Diway ol Bengal and bestowed on Lim the title of Murshid Euli Khon15 This
stop wna fo be of great moment to the tortunes nf Manik Chand,

Mutshid Euli Khon became Diwan in 1701 and wae responsible for the
fimomeial administration of the provinge, The task called forth all his powers.
1u the times of Lis predecessors in office large tracts of Crown lands had been
granted os Tagirsl® to military and civil officers and over these jagirs the Diwan
lisil no eontrol.  The revenue was insufficient to provide for the expenses of the
government and the pay of the soldiers so that other provinees of the Empire
luidl to make good the deficiency in the revenues of Bengal. Murshid Kali
Ehnn's resolnte meusures, sanctioned beforehand by the Emparor, soon effected

10 Renndll, Memoir of 0 Map of Hindostan, p, 355, * Probably some mintaks must have
wocmired in the caleulation, wd tlers are cartuinly at pressnt moch nearer ten times thay nnm-
wr.” Hamilton, Geographicsl, Statistical and Historical Description of Hindosisn” Vel I
- 36

11. Raonall, Memoir of 3 Map of Hindostan, p, 6L

12: Wilion, Farl Anuals of the English in Bengal, Vol 1. 45

i3 RiyasusSsintin (English wanalssion by Maulvi Abdus Balam) pp. 595, 247,

14. Punning on the word **senda ' which in Persian msans both * trada '’ and *' madnees.
Riyasm-a-Salatin, Translator's Note, p. 847,

15, Stewart, Bistory of Bépgal, p. 32  Riyuos-Salatin, Tramslsior’s Note, p. 200. His
original nams woa Sfires Eladi, Fiwt he rocedved the title of Eartalad Ehas, then that of
Murshid Euli Khon and lastly that of Motemas-ol-Malk Alas-d-deolsh Jaffar Khan Nasirl Nasie
Jang. 'The English weiters of the 15th ceninry muslly call him Jafier Kban.

Th A aasignment of land sad of its rent 30 samity ' Hobson Jobaon ™ p. 445,

30
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n complete chunge. With n few oxceptions the jngirs were resumed and the
joagirdars were granted lund in Ufissa m (heir stead. Retranchments were
made in the expéenditure and the sesessmimt und colleetion of the revenue were
cartiod out wuder his vipilant supervision. In w sbort time Murshid Kuli
Khan was able to send the Emperor a kror of rupees as the revenus of Bengal.

But Murshid Kuli Kban had mused op powerful enemies. The conrtiers
and favourites whose interests hul snffored inflamed the mind of Prines Asimu-
eli-slian aguinel him. Nor was this diffioslt, The Prince had felt the strong
hand of the Diwer.  Fle found thut his contrel over the reven e was Linsited
whit Lis position as Nazim entitled Kin?? The rewards whiok Murshid Euli
Khun roceived from the Emperor Glled bhim with envy und jeslousy, A plot
was Lormed to unsaseinate the Diwan and thongh this wos tneaccessfal Muarshid
Kuli Khan thounght it prudent 1o renove from Daeea.  © After sinel delibesa.
tion and consultution, he fixed o the excellen! site of Makbwnsabad, where nows
af all the four quarters of the Subab conld be ensily procuratile, aud whicli, like
the pupil of the eye, was silusio in the centre of the important planes of the
Subah "8 Murshil Kuli Khuo settled at Mokhsusabad probably af the end
of 1702 vr beginnivg of 170518

Ko rocord remuins of the doings of Manlk Chand during the yrogmss of
these events, His bunking house was sitaated on the river-side wot far fram
tho long walls whicl enclosed the Lalbagh—1kie fort and palace of the Vieerpy.20
Perlusps even af this early period be was the Government hanker and treasurer.
Perhaps Murshid Kuli Khan hod ulready found oat the value of his advive nnd
lind eonsulted hiv in the financiul reforma be had institnted and the removal of
the Diwani to Murshidabad. Hut this is conjecture. What Is certain is that when

17, The Diman was ohiliged to mmply with all weitten ordera for money from thet officer
for the sarvice 4f govermment. Ssewird, History of Bengad, p,

il Biyzsu-eBalatin (Reglish tesulution) pp, 247252 Btewart, Hislory of Bamgsl, pp.

10 Stewart ssys 1703, alher writers [T08, Sieward sesms to bo corrock. According to
ihe RiyasoeSalatin (p, 259) afler Murshid Kuli Kkan bl been st Marshidahsd for » yesr he
started for the Tmyperial camp whidh was 22 that tinee I Whe Deccani. The Bniglish records under
dute March 27th, 1704, speaké of the " Duna’s Oompuny ** snd Thices an If they ware two separute
ph:uudﬁnﬂd"mm"nmwlhmm-ihﬁmgmﬂnqﬂﬁm,
Annale, Vol 1. p. 247).  On Juse 14th, 1704 (he Diwan was e bis reinmn  from Orisss
through which he would pas on lils way back from ihe Depexn (Wilson, e, Vol 1. p.ﬂ}.
It mppears then that Muwhid Kull Ebao staried hir dbhe Desas ) i time befors March
STk, 1704, 1

® “A Panorams of the City of Dusca” In the Palabe Tihirary o Warshidabud gives
lhﬁholﬂm"lhmﬂmmﬁhuhm;ﬁmd.’uﬂﬂﬁﬂh" 'Iﬁqu“doﬁt,u
sowumed whove, the oviginal fumes ratablished by Manfk Chand. 10 Was rumoured that o
Lirge siourd of treswnrs was buried under the hones bur when on exem mﬁﬁhd,
printed nud Hihe
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Murshid Kuli Khan with all (he officials of the Diwani lefi Duces for Murehi-
dabad Manrk Chand acoompanied him sud settled at Mohimapore on the banks
of the Bhwginathi less than bwo miles from the palace of Murshid Kuli Khun,
The present head vf the family, the nmth in descent from Manik Chand, stiil
resides at Mohimapore nol fer Lrom the rins of the hume af his ancestors,

The historians who hiave deall with the times of Muorshid Euli Khon seldom
il i1 necessary t refer lo the fortunes of Manik Chand ot Murshidabal. The
Riyozu-s-salatin. makes » slight, perplesing end 1naccurate sllnsion to the
family. Modern writeys have o tendency (o aseribe lo Manik Chand from the
vary first the eminent pesition which he nndoubtedly oecupied before bis death
i 1704 Bl thers are inilications thilt Munik Chand's growtl in weallh aail jn-
Huwace was, ns-might naturally be excepted, » gradual process wnd comeided
with the rise in fortune of Mupshid Kuli Khn,

At the end of the fivst yeur's pdministration of the finances of Bangal af
Morshidabad Murshid Koli Khun went to the Decoan to give this Enipovor s
peconut of his stewwedship. The Emperar loaded him with favours and sent
Iritn Book 1o Tengal as Deputy Nozim to the Prinee as well o Divaw in the pro-
vinees of Hongal and Orissa It wae ol thiz time (it Macshid Kull Khan
changed the name of the rvity of Maolksusabad to Murshudulad. e also im-
proved the ety and by establishing the minl there deprived Dacca af its last
olam to be considered the capital of Bengal and transferreil the nitle t Mur-
shiddalud 2t

Visitors 1o the ancient home of the Seths-at Mohimopore nre shown the
rriiis af the old Murshidahad wint.  Bul the absolnte contnil of the Seilis over
the minl seema to have come at o latter date und though its establishment at
Mypshidabad " was rendered suny by the command of specis possesssl by the
banker "2 Manik Chand does ool uppenr to have had, ut this pi.-nt:ul, the supar-
intendence and manngement in Lis own bands,  Tradition says that the sl
mint was situated m the Killa Nigamoet near the ploce where the Imambara
now alapnds and the ghat going diowm to the river is still known ss the Min
ihat 2

The Consultations of the Pregidont aod Comieil ut Colentin shed some light
an this point,  The English had minte of their own in the ather two presiden.
wies Lot vot In Bengal.  One of the olief requests in the petition presentsd to
the Emperor Farmksivar by the Surman embuassy wan for permission to hoes
their bullion enined into rupees ot the Murshidubad mint ~ without let or mo-

gl. RiynroeSalaging pp, 254, 255

B Himbes's Btutiitical Abcound of Dengal. Vol Ix, p. 25

L The authoe s indebted for thes nfurmetion o Bhondkar Fasi Hobbee. Khan B-.hm-
_ dur, Diwas 1o tha Kawab Babadur of Murshidahead.
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lestation 25 DBub while Noviun wii at Dellis they trisd throngh Samuel Feake,
the vhief of the fuctory at Unssimbasar, to come to ao arrengement with Mur-
shid Kuli Klisn When Feoke and his Couneil visited Murshid Kull Khan ia
August 1715 they were recoived vivilly and * upon their demanding the freedom
of the Mint and that they wight coin siccnes He told thew they should” The
promise was not fulfilled. In Mareh 1716 Murshid Kuli Ehan " had started
from his Bargain ' sl when he begau to harss therr  trle 0l Cassimbazar it
was found necessary to sccommodate mutters, Feake thought thut Re. 25,000
waulil “ make up the business " of which Nawab Jafer Ehan (a8 Murshid Kuli
Klian was generally called at this time) was to have Bs. 15,000, his Diwan,
Ekram Khan Bs. 5,000 and * the Muttsuddies & Rogonundun Droga? of the
Mint, ete. Rs, 5,000."

For months the puyment of these snme was evaded and thon, in May 1717,
pamie the wews Frow Delli that a fpruipn b been obiained from Farrukhsiyar
granting, wuong other tlings, the use of (he mnt at Murshodabad,  The Pre-
sident and Couneil met and resolved e follows i — It heing necessary to make
enme Publick Rejoyring upon the Advice Wo have received from Mr, Surman
und thot o1l the Country may kmow Owr Phirmaans sre wetually ju My Sur-
tabn's Possession.  Agresd That next Wednesdny We make n Pablic Dinner
for all the Caompnnye Servants anid a loiind Nome with Our Canvon gnid von-
elude the doy with Boufires and other Denionstrutions of Joy which we know
will be taken notice of in the Waeks und other publick News Popers” Their
jus Wi presaature On Jaly st they sent 20 chesis of trensire 1o be coined at
Murshidabad bnt Feake could not get an ovder for the mint " beomise Jaffer-
eiun's® Chiel Muttsudds, Ruggoonuniduom seemts 1o be in o dying Condition
unit 4111 e meovers or is dond they caunot tell who to apply themselves to. Tn
the sl they visited the Nuwab and showad him o copy of the farmun.  The
Nawuh took it, rend 1f snd then bluntly refused them tho nse of the mint.28

It is evideut they that sp o 1717 Ruggoonundum was ileé darogha or.
we wee should sy, Muster of the Mint® and if, apart from business relations,
the bunkers of Murshidabaid had any connection with the Mint the English st
Casnimbazar were nol aware of it. Tt was probably after the deuth of Ruggo-
nundum that 1he mint was transferred to the house of the Setlis

Aurnngzeb dimd in 1707 snd & contost arose botween his sons for the throne.

Wilsin’s Early Amiali of ik Englisl la Bengal. Yol II, Purt 2, o Bl

Areoiitiants.

Duraghn.

Jatnr Fhis.

Wilton's Farly Anmis of the English i Bengul. Vol. TI. Part 1, pp. 225, 208, 255
2 Hobeno lobson, po 297,

SEEES
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Prince Azimu-sh-shen had for some yeara made Paina the hearquarters of his
government and now he left thet city to go to the belp of his father, Aurung-
#eb's eldest son, who became Emperor with the title of Bahodur Shak. The ac-
cession of an Emperor was u time of greal anxiely to sll provineial governors
and officials for they conld not feel secare nntil they bad been confirmed in
office by the new Emperor, A family tradition states, and there is nothing im-
probable in the statement, that Manik Chand helped Murshid Kuli Khan (o
purchase his confirmation in office after the death of Aurungzeb, Tn 1713 Far-
ruklisivar made Murshid Kuli Khan Governor ne well as Diwan of Bengal and
(irissa and shortly afterwards Dehar was added.

Murehiil Kuli Khan was the most able and the most successful of all the
Mubhammadan rulers of Bengal, He preserved order throughoat the provinces
with an wrmy of 2,000 eavalry snd 4,000 infantry. So strict woes he in the
ailministration of justice that he is said to have put his own son to death for
an infringement of the law. * The nowmes of freebooters, night-maranders and
assassing were blotted out from the annals of the Dengal satrapy, and the
dwallers, both of towns and villages, lived in perfect peace and vomfort,” He
remitted to the Emperor at Delhi an annunl tribute of {rom one kror thirty lacs
to one kror fitty lucs but his inhuman trestment of zamindars and others who
fuiled in their payments, is said to have male liim detested througliout the pro-
vince. Te was certainly detested by the English whom he hurt where mer-
chants are most pensitive—their pockets 0

The payments of the xamindars snd other collectors of the revenue were
made into the banking house of Manik Chand and it was througl him that the
annual tribute wus remitted to Delli, During the government of Murshid Kul:
Khan the treasure was conveyed {0 Delhi in waggons in chirge of an srmed es-
corl, Obviously when times were troublous, there was a great risk that the con-
voy would not reach ita destination. Aszimu-sh-shan seized the tribute in 1707
when the war between the sons of Aurnngzeb broke out. Again, in 1712, when
there was @ similar fight for the suceession, it was captured by FarrukhsiyarSt
and in 1720 it was delayed for a long time at Patna owing to a revoli at Allaha-
bad22 All these dangers were avoided when Manik Chand (according o
the family trodition) but more probably his successor, remitted the tribute by
means of drafts drawn by him on the family firm st Delhi.

. TRiyaze-s-Salatin, pp. 357, 259, 262, 270 Swewart, History of Bengal, pp. 3T, F72
Hotwell, * Toterssting Historical Evemte” (1766), p. S2

31 Seirul-Mutagherin [1780), Vol 1, pp. 6, 50,
2 Willam Irvins, The Later Mughinls, in the Journal ol the Asiatic Society of Bemgal,
1868, pp. 512, 510
a1
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It would have been strange if the wealthiest Indian banker and merchant
of lis lime had bad no dealings with the grest Company of English merchanis
in Bengal and so one is not surprised to find in the Consultations of the Couneil
at Usleutta references to Manik Chand) and to Lis sister’s son, Fateh Chand,
whom, having no children of his own, Manik Chand adopted, and made his heir.
The first conneetion of Manik Chand with the Fnglish of whicl there is any
record ocevrred in 1706 and ling reference to the Company’s trade in Bengal.

By lettors putent of former viceroys snd farmans of Aurungzeh the English
claimed the right of trading in Bengal, free af customs, subject to an annual
payment of fs. 3.000. In actual practice during the early years of the 18th
century Lhey were the vietims of endless exactions from all the officers of the
government high aod low, i they did not pay their trade wos stopped. A
favourile mathod of extorlion wa to stop the sultpeétre buats on their way down
the river from Patnn. This was n serious matter, for the Directors were de-
manding large quantities of saltpeire in wll their letiers from England, So the
ustial arder given by the Couneil was  Clear the boats at any price™ Du one
oceasion they had 1o pay Re. 14,000 to Prince Farrukhsiyar who had . stopped
the boats at Rajmahal, In 1704 the Governor of Hugli and his subordinate
offivers down fo the munshi 38 ffteen m number, were given preseuts of Eure-
pean goods, and thea three of ihem threatened to obstruct the trade unless their
presents were sugmented by Ts: 1,100 in cagh, Murahid Kuli Khan'e terms
were Ra, 30,000 for a sanad 3 granting the Compuny freedom to trade without
hiudrance. The Company were willing to give Ra, 20,000 but Murshid Kuli
Ehan would not lower his terme.  “ Wo have roceived advice from: Mannick
Uhimd %5 runs the Consultation dated Tuly I8th, 1706, * that the King's Diwan
Lias ordered his naib® at Patua to permit onr business to pass as formerly also
that he will give hiz sanad for our free trade in Dengal npen paying him pis-
cunlid of Ts, 90,000.” At length, in Tanuary 1707 William Bugden was sent
to re-establish the factory st Cossmbuznr and took the money for the sauad
with how which he was suthorised (o pay us soon as the document wns in his
hinds. Before this happened the death of Aurungseb (hrew everything inle
confuston and Bugden was ordered back to Caleutta with the money.38

- 3 Willer or Secretary.

A, A diplonm, patemt, or deed of gramt by the governmeni of an office, privilege or
right. Hobsou Jubson, p. 871,

I Manik Chaod

6. Depnty:

. Paahcuh. In the old English records this ward s most geaerally aned ln the gmne
of & present 40 & groat man. Hobeon Jobeon, po 0L

B Wilon, Early Annals of the English in  Bengal, Vol 1, pp. 222, 254, 95, 29,
DES, 266, 254 074, 27200, X7,
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In spite of the payment of lurge sums of money in 1708 Mumhid Kuoli
Klan renewed bis demnnds in 1711 Robert HMedges, Thief of the factory ol
LCassimbazur, informed the Couneil that the Diwan * will rome o no terms an-
der Tts. 45,000 for the Prince snd M= 15,000 for the King under which sums
he will by no means grant us his Suunud."  In sddition *some thousand of
Iupees us contingent charges 1o severul officers " would be necessary. These
tlenmuands mode the Couneil desperate. On July 30th they oxdered] Hedges 1o
inform Murshid Kuli Ehan that i be would not grant them a sanad for
ks, 30,000 and in addition help them to obtain # farman from the FEwmperoe
they would abandon the factory nt Cassimbazar, stop all Mughal ships from
paseing Fort Willinm and sequaint the Emperor low their trade was being im-
peded. Un the 6th August they reiterated their unders to Hedges declaring
“liut il the Duan will net comply we are resolvad fo turn our faves to fortuns ™
A-week later Fateh Chand, Manik Chand’s nephew appenred on the seene. The
Counerl divect Tedges not to troulle shout boying goods at Cassumhazar as,
seoing nn other woy out of their tronbles, they huve mwade an orrangement with
*“ Fattichundsew® an Eminent Merchant being now with us aud offering to pro-
vide nur whole Investment now orderad st Cnssimbazar for an allowsnee of 6}
por cent. he standing to all bad debts st the Aurungs?0 and our goods to be
delivered here m Caleutts, It being so late i the Year we judge this to be
the best and only method that appears to secure these goods for our home-
ward baund Shipping.” On August 21st the Conneil received u letter from
Medges approving of what they had dove and adding = that he could not have
honght goods himseld ot Cassimbazay, for, il any merchant lad supplied the
English, he certainly would have been punished hy the Dusn, who still con-
itnnes olstinnte about the Sunnud” o eb the 23n] Aogust the agresment
with Fateh Chand Sahu for the goods trom Casstmbazar wes drawn op and
signed. In Oectober, when Iledges lind lowded oll Lis boats and was about to
ahandon the factory st Cassimbazar, Murshid Kuli Khon beeame moare renson-
able. He offersd to give s sanad passing oll the Company’s busness free in
the provinees of Beogal, Behar and Orissa and to procure a farman from the
Emperar for Rs, 30,000 eash down on receipt of the sannd and o note for
Re. 22,500 to be paid on receipt of the farman, The Connedl met and agreed
“ that since the Duan's interest s very great ot Conrt , . . . . . . . We imme-
diately write to Mr. Hedges, eto. at Cassimbaznr {o comply with him on the
foregoing Terms all (he Houble Compos: effects having (o pass throngh his

5. Fawshchand Baha.
40, A place where goods sre mumulscinred, & depeb fue such geode.  Hobacent Jobson, g 40
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Jurisdiction who undoubledly will impeds Them very much if we don’t agree
with lim,"4a

In 1712 we cateh & glimpse of Manik Chand and Fateh Chand in fall dur-
bar at Murshidabed. The timee were eritical. The Emperor Baladur Shuh
was dead und his four sons were fighting for the throne, Murshid Kuli Khan
had recognised Aximu-sh-shun as Emperor. e had coined money in his name
und ecausel {lie prayer for his prosperity to be resd in the moaque when he
attended publie worship. Then a report, which was perfectly true, came 1o
Murshidnbod that Arimu-sli-shan bl been defeated and alain in battle, Mur-
shid Kuli Khan «ww olearly that it was essential to keep the provinees quiet
until e had mude his position sccure. He decided not only fo suppress but
also to contradiet the rumovr. No one in Murshidabad was in a better posi-
tion to obtain relisble news than Mavik Chand and Fateh Chand. There can be
uo doubt thut they hod informed Murshid Kuli Khan of the true state of
nffairs but he rosolved to announce that they had brought him the news of
Azimu-sh-shan's wuceess and to bestow marks of honour upon: then for the
weleome tidings, * The Duan,” wrote Mr, Hedges from Cassimbazar? (o
make the report of Muliwud Azeems® being King to be credited, hus Presented
Monickehand with an Elephant ond Seerpaw®® and Phuttechund witl & horse
nnd Seerpaw, And Declures if any Person Shall Presume to Say he did not
believe Mahmud Azeem wus King, he Should Suffer death and Lave his House
Plundered, whicli Deelarution ia Yet a Terror to the Merchants that they dare
not dislose the Contents of their Private Letters™ Tn the evening Hedges
paid Murshid Kuli Khon a viait, They talked for twn hours * mostly of war
wnil buttles And on his going wway . . . .. he bid him rest Satisfisd that all
things will be well. Tuke Care of Your Factory and gu in Peare.” But lie
wonld not aecept Hedges' congratulatory present, nor would ke aay that be liad
heard any news at all * for Monikehunds mouth must sprend all the Lyes he
would hinve reparied "4

To appreciate the danger and diffioully of Murshid Kuli Eban’s pasition
ut this erisis we kave anly t0 reail the stops taken by the Englisk at Caleutts
at the same time. When the news of the Emperor's death was received the
Cauneil passed the following resolution :—* Considering the great Confusions
and Troubles that may nrisa in Bengal during the Inter Regnum, Agreed thal
we Uriler all our Officers of this Garrison tn be constantly in u Rendiness, and

1. Wilwn, Early Avnuls of the English in Bengal, Vol ¥, pp. 236, 208 209, Vol IL
Part 1, pp, 1820, 33, 23, 20

€ Muohammad Arimua-sh-Shan.

8. %era-pa, & onwplete snit, preseated s & Khilut of dress of hanour, by the sverrign
ir his representative.  Holmon Jobeon, p. 808,

#2. Wilson, Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol 11, Part 1 pp 85 47, 43
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1o See thut all under them be ready, And thet Ammunition be put into the
proper places, that are for that purpose ou all Bustions, And thut we keep sn
Extruordinary lookout, And that the Gunner mount the Mortars, And some great
(iuns be placed on the Curtains, Also that the Buxie lay in good Btore of
all sarts of grain, and Provisions; A= for the soldiers we have now about 200
besides (fficers, amongst whick are about 140 stont Europesns, which with the
Company's Servauts and Freemen of this Place And the Gunroome Crew.
We think will on any Oocusion be sufficient to Defend this Garrison."%

The Consultations also prove thal the Company’s servants, or ai least one
of them, had private transsctions with Manik Chand. A Mr. Josiah Chitty, the
Company's paymaster and storekeeper in 1710, wae found guilty of misap-
proprinting the Company’s ¢ush and dismissed the service,  But this was not
all.  Chitty bad contracted large debte with Indian merchanta and although
by Fehruary 1712, he hod made good the money belonging to the Company be
coulil not leave for England until be had satisfied his creditors. In February
1713 he mnde over to the Connell u bond for 13,804 pagodas due to him from a
merchant at Madras, for the payment of his creditors. In May be sold his
jewels which realised Ra. 22,611 while his debts at that fime smounted to
Re. 64,130. The Consultations relute how Chitty wes, at length, allowed to
lesve for England ** Bernsreseal informing us that Monickehundsaw and the
other Creditors of Mr. Josiah Uhitty nre willing to let him go for England upon
his paying Re 7,000 to Monickehiund und be the said Bernurseseatd’ engaging
himself to endemnify the Compuny from the olamour of Monickohund and Mr.
(Mhittys other Oreditors in case they or any of them complain to the Government
und pretend that the debts he ows them is due from the Company We do agree
that &n order bo given ta Csptam Winter {o receive Mr Chitty a Passenger on
his ship the “ King William " to England"” 1t is evident that Manik Chand was
# person of importance and one whose complaints would be sttended to by the

45, *In the ssely duys of \he Council of Fort Willism we find the litle Buzes spplied
to » Earopess Oivil Officer, throsgh whom payments wers made " —Hobeon Jobwon, p. 154,

45, Wilson, Early Anmals of the English in Bengal, Vol. I, Pard 3, p 84,

87, Veranam Besd |Wilsan), Thewe Setss of Caloutts bave been confused with the Beths
of Mneshidahed by the Rev. J. Lonig in his *' Belections from Unpublished Becords of Govers-
memd —p. @ (mots) and elsewhere, Fowe (amilies of Bysscks and one of Sctts lefh Ssigaon
in the middls of the 16th eettury, founded Wbe setilement of Govindpar oo Lhe site of the
present Forl Williem snid established ibe Sutannii market on the north of Calentis whare
they did Lusiness with ihe Portugusse. Many yosrs after \bey cume into comsection with
the English. Varanasi Sett was the Company's broker, thie most important of their Indian servanie
(Wilsan's Early Anmals, ste., Vol 1. pp. 128, 137, 199, 2003,

J2



126 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT.

Oovernment. As swoou s he is saticfied Chitty msy go. The claims of the
other merchants had not been fully satisfied as late as 171698

4,

As Manik Chand becsme the most famous of the sons of Hirnunnd Saho he
is usually placed fitst when tley are enumernted bul it 5s not cortain 1hat Le
was the eldest of them. The ruuuﬁniug SiX RULE WETR ﬂnluhﬂ]lud. ﬂ:tmk{*hhm].
Ameechand, Badunand, Gobordhaudies, pad Dipehand ¥ They Jo not uppesr
in the pages of histomans. The only memory of thew handed down in the fa-
wily is thut they founded buuking houses in various paris of narthers India and
the transactions of thesn banke, have. for the most part, perished with the books
iu which they were rocorded. Dut the reovrds of one great compusy of mer-
chants—the Eusl India Company—are still caretully preserved and from that
source it 12 established that Sadensml settled at Delhi and there had transactions
with Ewajuh Sarkad, the Armsenian, who secompanied Jolh Surman on the
famous embassy despotched by the Company to the Emperor Farrukhsiyar in
171 These trausadinns wers, years afterwards, Lo cause trooble between the
Uompany and Sadanand's son, Lalji, a8 will be recorded in ite due plape.5

The Surman embassy biavelled through some of the principal vities of
northern Tndia and moede » long stay at Delly and we have a record of their
uopey linysactions (o all these places. 14, o wus no duybt the case, Lhe sons
of Hirmnamd Sahin hmd Temking, establistoments of note o theee nities 11 would
probably Lave lsppeued thet the Embissy eome iuto coantuct with then.
A atudy of the Diovy, Consultations mid Lettors of the members of the embassy
reveals the following facts,

Ta furnish the embassy with money the President and Conmeil at Calentta
gave Surman letters of credit addressed sppsrently to two bankers at Delbi
vamed Lalvihari and Jogalprasad,  These lotters of credit, however, proved
useless. * Wa have met with nothing bul denials,” they write on July 20tk
1715, “ Lollbehary refusing to let us have any money bul on very tanreasonable
oonditions, the other Joogurpursund remains in Agra... . . we liave wrote
to him but with little hopes of Sutcess We Lope your Hononir ste. a's fired lel-
ters will remedy this disappointment.”® Fresh letters of eredit were accord-
ingly sent and the embassy appears to have obtained maney from the factors of
Gololebund Saw giving bills of excliange drawn on the President and Coun-
¢il af Caleutin for on October Oth they informed the Couneil that Gololehund

48 Wilion, Barly Ancals of the Enghioh in Beagal, Vol T, Pars 1, pp.. 16, 40, 105, 132,
160, 341,

W& Note wopplisd by the pressnt besd of the family,

5 Pup i .

5L Wilson, Early Atmals of the Eaglish in Bemgul, Vol II, Par 2. pp. 63, &4
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Saw's sgent wis oomplaintig that the Council bad accepted the bills but uot
pid them52  They had no further ocension to borrow mimey till April Oth

717, On that date they gave & bill of exohange drawn on the President and
Conueil for Re. 25,000 *“ puyuble 70 days after date lo Sawhiparry o Urdey
baing for value received here from Murlidar Bawsein Decuuny Hay Factors to
Kistaray Kissenchund."S The embassy, then, first borrowed from the factors
of Gololehundsaw and nexi of Kissoray Kissenchumid.

On July 5th they diaw two hills on the Company—oue lor Rs, 12.000 aud
ilie other for Re. F000—for value meeived at Dellii from the factors of Kis
sormy Kissenehuud and write two letiers5 to the Coung il informing thei of the
trunsaotions  But in their next letter38 dated Jnly 194%, weitten fiom Bara-
jrulak ulter their depariure fram Delhi, they state ** We wrote your Houour ete.,
the Tth Jwne . - : . .. we also wrote your Honour ete., bwo letters of the 51l
Justant, to aesompany two bills of Bxchange, one fur 13,000 and one for 12,000
Stceas then drawn, payahla to Sawbipuiry for the talme recdived here o
Ghilolehundeaw’s tictors.” Tt follows, therefore, that either n mistake has beex
muode in this letter or the smbuseadors could sy that iy lisd bortowel of
il faetors of Gololuhundsaw or the factars of Kissoray Kissenchund mudiffersmt-
ly, that these ware in fact the same persons and represented the sume firw. The
Tills pertuinly came into the hands of Gololehnnd who sald theeni to the liovse
of Manik Chand.  Galolehind himself camé bo aee (e mmhasslors ot Patos
and vompluined that the bille had been subjected to a diseount of two per cent
and requested them 1o ebtain w statement fram Manik Chund's foetory at Cal-
cutth ¥ importing that they have reesived il Bill iu full s it wae drasen, "5

Apain, the amhassidors informed the Counell that they ad sppointed o
cevtain Mittersein to he the English agent ot Delld myd had left six months' pay
for bim [n the hands nf Golochundsaw’s faotors to whmn all letters for Mittersein
were to be nddressedi? while in their Consultation on the matter they agreal
“that Mr. John Surman pay 000 rupees to Murlidar Bawsein Deconnyraye
Fuctory with onders to pay Mittersein 100 rupees por month"5  That is they
sesolved to pay the money to Kissoray Kissen eliund’s faotors and then infor-

Thd, p. 73,

Thid, g 184,

Thid; Latters xxxv snd xxxvi, p, 208,

Thid, Lattes zuxvil, p 213

Wilsan, Farly Annala of the Engiich in Beogal, Vol IL FPart & p 24, The words
oI the Ietter sew = Ha (Gololchundsaw) desires Yonr Honowr, ete 4 duke o writing from kis
Fastacy there 1o Gololchmndeaw’s bow mmporting, ste' * His " apperently refors (o Manik
Thand amd * they "' b0 thi prople 3t Manik Chawl’s faetory,

3&#‘.15&5
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med the Counell thes were paving it mte the hand= of the factors of Golol-
olinndspwe,

At Agra the ambassidors oltain money from Kissoray Rissenohund him-
=el,59 at Koral Tehunabad from bis factors while their letter to the Counedl
from the same place is delivered to Gololohund's factors 10 be forwarded® and
s lame earel & left with the same factors fo be sold 8 At Allshabad they again
obtarn money from Kissoray Kissenchund's factors 62 At Benares they had no
money traussctions, s

¥From the foregaing [acts there eraerges into tangible furm the existence
of o great banking firm with its headquarters at Patoa under Gololehund, it
principal branch st Agra under Kissorny Kissenchund anil other branches al
Kornh Jehanabad and Allahabad snd no doubt at other places which the am-

bsdaTors did wol wisif.

When we seek o eonneet this bauking Louse with the hoyse al Murshida-
had @ ditheulty presents itself.  Gololehund. or Bulalchand as the name would
he tranalilerated now, was not one of the sons 0 Hirauund Sahe, It may be,
however, that a mistake has been made and that we onght fo read (Gulabohand
whio wis o brother of Munik Chand.  Gulsl is & very rare, i not an entirely un-
knoon name for an Iodian while Gulab is a fairly common name. It ooonrs
aguin as the nama of one of Manik Chand's desrendants.  In foot most Indians
winld naturally be inclined {0 read Gulab instend of Gulal anless they loaked
ut the neme carefully. Curiously enough, in the facaimiles of the manuseript
given in Dr. Wilson's book # the b's might easily be mistakon for L's and it
wighi be supposed that » mistake liad been made in bransoribing the pame. A
referauce, however, to the manuseript at the India Office in London proves thut
thie ie nol the case. Bul no doubt the original deeuments in ihe handwriting
of Hugh Barker, lhe Secretury to the embusss, were kepl at Caleuttn and copies
sent to London. A eopyist whose b's and 1" ave almost alike might easily have
mude the mistnke of writing Golal for Golob.. The Fnglish nt this time were
vury rareless and eocentric in spelling Indisn names.

Them it hun been seen that (be first Delhi bankers to whom the members of
the embassy were giveu letters of eredit refused to have dewlings with them, In
such a diffioulty the President and Conneil would aaturally bave turned to the
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head of the bouse at Marsludabad who was known to have great  influsies  at
Delli anid the Tstter would just us naturally have recommended his brother's
firm to them in which he had, no donbt, a financial interest.

Aguin oue of the transsciivns of the embassy with * Galolehandsaw ™ is
linked wp with Manik Chand's faotory wt Calentta and though Manik Chani
himsalf was dead at this time there is evidence 1o prove tlat for some years
after lis douth the Mumshidabod bouse was atill known ss Maonik Chaod's
liouse 85

Aiitersuin, the nunie of the man who was appointad to wateh over the m-
terests of the Company in all the three presidencies ot Delhi and whio wus Lo be
paid thringh the ageney of “ Gololehuud's " factors, 1s tronsliternted by Dr.
Wilson-as Mittra Sen. Now Hal Mittra Sen wos an elder brother of Fatoh
Chand, the adopted son of Manik Chaod, sand was killed in the masssere of the
people at Delhi which was carried oot by the order of Nudir Shalein 170,66

Lisstly it must be borne in mind that no new discovery has been made in
the essential fact, That Manik Chand and his brothiers established banking
linuses throoghout northern Indis is one of the traditions preservad in the
fatnily to this day. Whal is uew is the attempt 1w prove that these banlking
livuses were actually endowed with ** a local habitation and o nome ' and what
iu presented for the first time is n glimpse of them uctually engoped in the trans-
vation of their business;

5.

Tlhe Consultntions of the Cuueil sl Csleatis vonlaiu no relerence to Manik
Chand afler the seitlement nf Mr, Chitts’s debts.  Manik Chond was near his
end but bofore lis death hie receival o mark of hopour from the Empetor Far-
ritkhsiyar.

The Emperor Forrukhsiyar had residod ut Murahidebod during the 1ife-
time of lis grandfather, Bahudur Slisk.  He had lived on terms of friendship
with Murshid Koli Khan®? and must have beeome acquainted with the Nawab's
chief adviser and his adopted son, Fateh Chund. There may have been finan-
cinl relations between the future Emperorand Manik Chand at this tiwe but, il
so, no reeord remaing of them. Events, however; soan ocourrisd which placed
Fuarrukbsiyar under heavy pocuninty obligations to the bankers of Murshido-
Tl

At the death of Bahadur Shah Murshil Kuli Khan recoguised Azimu-sh-
shiun, Farruklsiyar's futlior, a8 Emperor bul wlen (hat prince was slain in bal-
tle he made his peace with kis vompetitor for empire, Jnhandur Shah, refused

55 Thure ls a8 lustanoe of (hiv 2s lute 28 Wik peid 1765 See page
& Ghess, " Modern Histary of the Indivg Chiof, Bojus, ple.” Pact 1T, p. 457
67. Swewart * History of Benpal," p. 384,
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1o take up the cause of Farrukhsiyar aod hinted that it would be pdvisahlo for
Nim to leave Murshidabad. Farrukhsiynr with his household sud s few ottens
dants proceeded to Patna and threw himmself om the protection of Syed Husain
Ali Khon whom lis father had made Governor of Bebar.  Aftor o struggie
between self-interest and gratituds Husuin Al Khan promised Forrukhsiyar
Liis nid and sleo enlisted in the prinee’s service lis brother Syed Abdullnh Khan,
thie Governor of Allshabad 588 These two Syed brothers play o great part in
tlie history of the next eight years.

Gratitude was o somewhat rare virtua in those days in India and if Farruk-
Tsizar had trusted only Lo the support of thoss who had received benefits from
his faiber hie would never have hevome Emperor, Bul an Tmperial Prince wha
wis 0 goud paymuster could always be sure that hosts of soldiers of fortune
wonld flock to his standard. As o rule they tonght bravely but i their pay-
master happened to be killad in the fight their obligations were at an end and
they flad from the field 9. Farrukhsiyar's firsl necessity, then, was money, Ae-
dingly Tusain Ali Khay “sesembled the bunkers and principal men of the ciiy :
and having bormowed from thean lirge sums of money, proportionable to their
cireumatances, for which he gove bonds signed by the Prince, and puyable on
his hinving subdued his enemies, he spon nsembled o goad army."  Laler, in
apite of thie remanstronces of Huswin Ali Khan, Farrakhsiyar levied forved con-
tributions on Ahe merohants sod deove ull (he rich wen out of the city.™

Mounik Cliand had o branch house at Patan which seems to have been in
churge of Fatel Chand.  Besides boing the home of Lis parents kis own fumily
lived at Patan end his eldest san wos horn there.:  Even when he becnme the
head of (e house at Murahidalad after the depil of Manik Ohand we Bnd Lim
at Patus in March 171572 1t 45 n probability slmost amounting to 6 certainty
that Fateh Chand, as Mauik Chand's agent, wes one of the contributors to the
Inan and nne of the rich men that left the cits. For when Farrukhsiyar on lits
mareh to Dolli cnme Lo Benares he raised o lous of uoe kror of rupees on
the seourity of the Bmpire from Noagur Set and other leading buankers of
Deanares'™  Anofher passige from the listorian just quoted throws
light on the identity of this mysterions Nagar Set,  He tells w
thut * on Jafar Klon's ropresentation to the Tanperor, Kagar Set's uncle sl
ngent, Fateh Chand Sahu, whose services hud won the good groces of the Khan,

ﬁ& I"hlr 1"“' W'HF,

6. “Tleew weo Ewelve Listances af s feom flie Trsl volum of the Seir Mutsguerin uboss,
P M, 50 55 B0, 10 168, 214, A3 406, 501 50G, 144.

T Belr Mukanterin, Vel T, po B0
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was nvested with tho title of Jugat Sel, uni appointel to the office of Treasurer
General of Dengal ™  Now it is incredible that Fateh Chaud wus the ngent
of the sum of one nf his own brothers or aisters while Le was undoubtedly the
agent of Manik Chand. Again, Nagar wis the name of Hirananl Saho's Larili-
place in Rajputans. Perliaps Manik Clind, too; bad been horn there. After
{he-deuth of Miranand Saho, Manik Chand was the st likely member of thie
family to receive such u nsme.  Indeed Stewart, who used the hook of the his-
tarian quoted sbove in compiling his history of Bengel very mutuzally eor
reote his nuthority on this point. * At Lix [3lurshid Kuli Khan's] recommen-
dation," says Stewart, * (Farrukhsiyar) appointed the nephew of Manickobund
to be the Linparial treasurer, ov bunker, witl the title of Juggeet Seat.'™

Qtewart, while correcting one error, lins retuined snother. It was not ihe
Fanperor Farrukhsiyer who invested Fateh Chand with the title of Jugat Setl,
Another Emperor was to dir fhis as will be fold ip its place. Ti was Manik
Chind wh was sewarded by the Emperor Furrnkhyiym for the financial  aid
which had contributed so materinlly to the snecess af lin eause. A farmnm,
fustied in the third yeor of his reign and siill in the possession uf the hewl uf
ihie family at Murshidabad, declaved that Manik Chnnd had been elevatod with
the award of (he title of Seth and that it was proper aml (6 be desnied impera-
tive™ thnt the ofvil and miaisterial officers and the secretaries of the present anil
Future should designate him as Seth.”T

According to " Hobson-Joubson ™ (p. BRI the wand = seth™ 12 iletived fmin
{hé Sanserit “srestha’ meaning “best’” pr “chief,” sigrpsthi,” “ihe chied of »
corporation, s metchant ar hunke:.” Ty the Company’s records; we frequently
find e word attachied to the names of their Inding merchants, eg., Dermnsse-
cont nnd in eourse of time it was applied to these merchunts a3 o body, On
many occasions in Inter years, we rend that the Seats oy Seets were summoned
10 {he Cotineil Chamber to discuss with the 1'residont aml Connoil the pries of
goods. But the word had never hitbeeto buen naml by (he Tuglish when refer-
ving to ihe house at Murshidubad: Tn their rase another wurd—suho (shaw,
saw)—menning “merchant” or “banker” hauil been wied, g2, Monickehundsaw
Futtichundeaw, and when the records begin to upply the word fo the bankers
of Murshidabad 1t i not, ax a sule, pldil by the pawe as it waes by the ease.of
their own merchants. We seldom find in the voonnds “Futtichanlsent”  but
“Sent Futtichund.” In this cuse the ward was nol @ mete appellation but a
{itle, conferred by the Emperor and carrying wthi it o eertain runk.  What
{iat ronk was cannot he ascertained with precicon bat if was certuinly such

74, Thid, pp 275, 4
75. Histyry of Beugnl, p. 350
7. From = \mnslation of the Emperor's farman
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a2 hefitted the Nawnb's chief nilviser. Oue privilege whicl was anil
to husve been eonferred by the Emperor on Manik Chand’s family at this time, o
privilege which they shored with the family of the Nawab alone, wus the right
nf wearing pold ornaments my the féel.  The Eniperor i said to have present ]
Manik Chand's wife with a golden ornament which wis, and still is, held in the
grentes| veneration by the female members of the fumily 77 _

Manik Chand lived only o short time sfter receiving his title from the
Emperor.  Ile disd on the 10tk day of the new moon of the month of Magh i
the Samyal yoar 1771 (1714 A.D.)78  His remains were placed in Munikbagh,
# garden on the npposite side of tlie river Bhagirathi which has long since heen
washad uway by the river.  Tle hal no children but, ae hus been ralsted before.
ndopted Fateh Chond. the son of Lis sister and Rai Uday Chand, and Fateh
Chatd sueeeeded him as the heard of the house at Murshidabad,

Manik Chand tind raised this house 1o wealth and greiiness. He hail bran-
ches nt Caloutts, Ducen, Patns and Benares. A fow vesrs after his death men-
tion s made of n branch st Thugli which may well hive been established by
Alanik Chind sud there were probubly houses in other plives of which no record
remains  In the cose of Delhi there is o donbt. Tt liss bosn asserted ihat
Futel (hand wes the hend of (le firm at Delhi ot the tine of his ndoption by
Manik Chand and that Manik Chand remitted the tribute of Bengal to Delhi by
drufts on his house there.  Bul with regard to the former statement it is L pri-
Table that a boy held such a post aod even if he had. the house would probably
have belonged to wmue of Manik Ulinsl's brothers. After his ndoption we have
seei that Fateh Chand wos  connected with Tatoa Again &l
the evidence shows thet in the Hme of Munik Chand the tribute
0f Bengal was remitted to Delhi in specie under un armed guitd,
As late as 1726 we rend that “the Kiug's Treasure is resdy snd
ouly wajts for u guard  which is expeoted in 8 few daye"® It s
not HIL1T28, when Shujo-ud-lanly waz Nawab, that we Sl il secarded that «
purt of the tribute was remitted to Delhi by menns of Bills of Exchunge® Tt
woakl appear, therefore, that the honse ot Delhi wes founded by Fiteh Chal.
There is no reasnn Lo doubt, however, that Manik Chand had sequired influence
nt the Court of Dellii and he hod certninly recoived marks of the Empernt’s
fuvour

[n Bengal the infimeace of Manik Chand wan almost a5 great as (hat of
the Governor,  Tle was the right-hanid mun of the Xawab in all his finanoial

7T, Nowe wupplied by the present lesd o the family

78 Thid

W Indis Offige Records, Commnbation, Motdiy, &th Jabe, 1786
B2 Thid, Comsnliation, Monday, TTeh Tupe. 1728
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reforms and in his private affairs.  The estublishment of the mint at Murshids-
biad was duwe to him sud, wherever i1 was sitonted and wliosver was in nominal
confrol, there is not doabt that Manik Chand’s influence over it wus paranaaut.
A few vanrs ufter Lis death the chief of the English factory ut Cassimbazar de-
clared that Manik Chan's adopted son Hud the sole use of the mink and nol
niwother banker vr merchant dared to buy or coin a rupees’ worth of silverdl
He was the Treusurer of the Government and the private hourds of the Nawal
wera deposited with him. Ti wos said that on the Nawa's death five krors of
rupees remuined unpaid by (he Murshidabad house but this wus & figmen! of
lster times. The zomindars and ether eolleciors pf the revenue made ther
poyments fo Manik Chand. " There were in those days no freasuries scutiered
over ilie country in the several distriots.  The zamindars colleeted the revenne
and remitted it Lo the viceregal freasury ut Murshidabad, Every year st the
time of Punya, or nunual settlement of tho revenue, a custom introduced by
Murshid Kuli Khoo, all the samindars assembled at the bank of the Seths, in
order to settle their accounts, adjust the difference of batta or disconnl, and
negotiate for u fresh supply of funde."82 In the time of Siraj-ud-dauln the
Punyn appean to have beeti hold in the month of April and to have lasted «
wanll. That it was a great event of the yvear s olesr from the fact that Siraj-
ud-dula pleaded it ns an excuse for neglécting ta attend to matfers in which the
English wore interestod 8 From the time of Manik Chand it may be said thad
“the banker and his descendunis were recognised as permuanent members of
the Nawah's council, their influence was of chief importance in deciding the
result of every dymastic revolulion, and they were slways in constant com-
munieation with the ministers of the Dol court, 84,

Manik Chand’s wife—or rather, his principal wife for he appears to have
hud two—survivod Ler hashand for twenly seven years, She was o remarkable
woman and when she died the priest of the family wrole n poem m her praise
in which he relates her parentuge, her marringe to Manik Chand, how, when
Manik Chand died, she wenl on o pilgrimage to the holy hill of Parasnath and
how she passed the remainder of Ler life in lasting, prayer and the pructice of
evory kind of austerity. Noticeable too, is the infarest she took in the weliare
of the Oswals whem Manik Chand encournged to setile tn Murshiudahad. At
one time it is-said there were a3 many ns 500 Oswals in  Murshidabud whoss

Bl. Wilson; Early Annals of the English i Bengal, pp: 39 of proof shoots of 1he
portion of Vel. 111 (Jan., ITI8—May, 1722) thal wus in type sl the thme of T, Wilson's deadh,
e wolume wes nob mmmed.  (Thin solome bss besa published now. & C. 8

g2 Hustor's, Siatiriieal Accound of Hengal, Vol 1z, p. 286
B Hill, Boogel m 178637, Vol IL g9 234, 355
Bl Huvier, Statistical Account-of Bongal, Vel iz, p. 334

34
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dwellings wers olustered together near the house of the Seths and this colony
received from (he inhabitunts of Murshidabad the asme of Mahajantoli,
When the fortunes of the Seths decayed the members of this setiloment graudo-
ally drifted away bul the presence of rich Dswals st Arimpinj anl Baluchar
in the neighbourhood of Murshidabud is due to the encouragement and patrom-
nge which fhe Bells extondad fo their fallow elunsmen.

The Poem in praise of the wife of Manik Chand is wrilten n Gujarati and
Lies bieen fransleted thus:—

L. With salutations to the Lord Gantama and the goddess Baraswati T
begin these verses, singing the pmises of great anes,

2, O gentle hearer! Hearken lo the araise of the Sati for it will clemmse
thy miml and purify thy hearmg.

3. The Jina bude us give heed to four virtues which, if & man pursue,
he shall be nble to steer safely across the ocean of the world.

4. In the Satya Jugn there were sixtean Satis hut of those of the Kall
Juga Manik Deviji is chief,

5. Muny voluines would be necessary to lell of her comniless susterities
and her strict observance of every ceremony. Let it suffice. me to record thoss
virtues which Lnve made ber famous.

6. Right glud am T to tell her virtues; in the relntim of them wy tomgue
becomes purifiad and it will enuble men to steer elear of the shoals jn Lhis sea
of life.

7. First will T relute ber hirth and ber lineage and the town and provinre
in which she was born.

8. In the Jambudwipa lies the country of Bharataburss and in the rentre
of this stands Mount Mern eight miles in height,

8., There is n provinee of Bharatabarea nomed Bates and therem is situat-
o the vity of Kousambhi and below this eity Hows Ganga,

10, Uhundanbala, most renowned of the Satis of the Satya Jugn, wan
harn in thet eity snd Mrigabali, Satis als.

1. Anathmuni, the sixth Tirthaokars Padms Praba, and many » holy
man beside wers also bom theve,

12, Near Kanspmbhi i the tovn of Shnlimdptm below which Hows Ganga,
containing inlinbitants of eighteen different nationalities.

13. The town in beauty is like to Indra's heaven and the 84 clans of the
Oswals dwell therein.

14, Here lived Sravak Puran Mull of the Pargura clan, 1 man mest vir-
tuons and hospitable.

15. And his wife Gulabbaku, u devout follower of the Jaina religion and
a woman of oharitable heart.

16, Of these was Manik Debi born and ler soul enme from henven,
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17. #he wae born on the eleventh duy of the full moon in the wounth of
Brovan, Bamvat 1737,

18. Kisor KEumari was the name they gave her and as she grew she be-
camo her parents’ greatest joy.

19. For every lucky sign wae visible iu her and slie poseessed all good at-
tributes.

20. In cowrse of time ley parents doeided thal a bridegroom must be
sought and great weslih sbould be spent on the ceremonies of her marringe.

21, 8o her futlier gave his youngesl heother cliarge to find at fair bride-
groom for his daughter and he, after much travel, came at last to the lown of
Patna. .
22 1 the town of Petna lived a chief of the Oswals, of the clan Gailarha,
o weallhy mun and & geuerous.

23. Hirmnand was his name: he was like o king who i obeyed by all, and
lie bad seven goodly sons.

24 Ome of these, whose name was Manik Chand, wes also kinglike; he
spemed to be an incarnation of Kamdevaj he was blessed with every Iucky sign
and endowed with all good qualities

25. 'The messenger, glad at heart that his quest was successful, hestpwed
wpen him the marks of betrothal and made prépurations for the merrage.

26. Then the bridegroom, with his fricads and relations, toak his jonrney
to the town of Paras Mall and procession that went with him with its chariots,
horsemen, footmen and elephants was like an srmy.

97. Puran Mall woeloomed him in gresl etate and at a time when the
sturs wore propitious geve him his daughter in murriage.

28, A preat dowry he gave with her and rejoieed the hearts uf those who
came in the bridal party with gifts; each réceivel acconding fo Lis rank; then
he semt his daugliter to the home of her husband.

29. And @ messshger was sent to announes Lhe happy tidings of their
coming to the parents of the bridegroom and they were delighted and weleom-
&d them with signs of great joy,

30, When the bridegroom with his hride antered the house great gifls
were hestowed on the needy; the fomale mewlbers of the Family rejoiced when
they saw the bride for a Incky bride is a great blessing to a honse.

21, At her coniing the fortune of the fawily incvessed : wenlih flowed

hundantly—jewels of every kind, gold, silver and every precious thing so that
ey eould not be counted for number.

42, Flaphants, korses, pulkis, raths aud such like things, servants, maids

i attendants grew in number day by day.

33. The name of & virtuous man i spread throaght the length and breadth

fhe land; his fomily inereases; his wealth and possessions multiply.
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. The bride came like Lakshui in human guise; thurefors Ler nume
wiis ehangred to Munik Devi; in boguty slso she was like o goddess

35, The bappiness of the two wus Hke thot of Indra and his ponsort in
Leaven who delight in singing anid musie gud the danee.

g6, Bliss such ss heavenly beings know wius (heirs; the happiness which
flows from good deeds wis theirs ulso; their love wis like Lhal of tlie clintale=
pukshi for the woter which falls from the elouds,

4T, Manik Chand, like & long, came to Mershidshwl in fair Denga] anid
built hims & Vanking house there.

38, The Emperorof Delhi gave him high position and nobles; gentry, sot-
diers and all men obayed hiv wislies, '

40, Farmukhsiyar, the Emperor, gave him the title of Seih, and the pro-
clamation of his title was made throngliout the empire.

40.  And all the wealth of Bangnl waz his. His son. named Fateh Chand.
wis born like Indes in heave,

41. To him the Emperor of Delhi gave deeds with the title of Jagat Seth,
whick means * Loyd of (e Warld ™ and be beeame the arnament of the state and
the pillar nf his family, .

42, Who beenme Tagut Selh after hum and the saviouws of his ruce? e
bind two sons, Jike 1o Wb snn and the moon.

43 Seth Ananda Chand snd Daya Chand were their names und they wers
like manifestations of Tndra and Eamdeva,

44, And'the son of Seth Anond Chand was Mahtalh Rao und the son of
Daya Chanil was Rup Uland — possessars of many virives,

45.  Manik Devi was excvedingly biessed insemuch as her sons sl grand-
sony ware us jewels vecoversd fram the ocean, The children of the other six
sons of Hirannnd were also men of note and of great ability in thoir callings.

40, The cousins and theiv wives lived together in great friendship and
happiness, They formed s goodly pompany like tint of Tndrs and the gods in
liviwven ; and the fortune of the [nmily ineressed duy by (lay.

47. In the moring they worshipped the god Jina nnd listened to the toa-
ching of pions proceptors whom they served with great regard; all tie rules and |
eevenonial rites enjoined for ench doy those they duly ohnerved.

48, They spent their money in the seven ways eonseerutod Ty tho Tain
roligion snd gave veliel als to the poor and needy.  Mataji®® duty observed al
tHin peremonies enjoined by the holy ones

49, So likewise did her sons and grandsons foiling in nought.  They w
wesalthy and of Hberal hearts anil it was pleasa! to them to give to athers,

B The MMother, b.e., Muiik Desl ‘
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50. Munik Chand; baving acquized great repatation in this world, lett for
the Desveily home on the tenth duy of the wew moon of the month of Mugh,
Samvut 1771

6L Throughout the duys of muurning the renowned Suti, Mutaji, told her
beade and fasted and practised other nusterities which cunnol be fully  des
eribed ; and all the world began to aduire her.

52, 14 becume her great desire (o repaiz Lo the hill of Parasustl IF kuply
the sight of the god might assuage her grief.

53, And when ber son knew of her desire he formed an assembly to go to
the hill.

54. Al his request the lords of (ke districts throogh whicl the asiemDly
was (o pass repaired the rowds and constructed now ones.

B, Iuvitetions Lo join the pssembly were issued i all the comntries around
with mmmey for the expenses of the jonrey.

§0. Those thut ssked received horses, carriages, tents and conveyances of
different kinds.

07. People came from all quarters and when they were assembled nstro-
lisgers weve charged Lo appoint an anspicions moment lo begin the journes.

68. And so she started with the assembly at an nuspicious moment in
8 good day when all the stars were favpurable,

50, The assembiy bad chesen Seth Anand chand to ba their leader and
he set out in zight roval state with lis brotlier Setlh Days Chond,

60. With joy and great pomp the sssombly set out to visit the god of the
Juinns., Thers were tents of velvet sl emhroidery,

Gl. There was red broad cloth, caliones from the Carnatio awl covers of
different hues, On the way men Uoeked (o soe Lhe sight and when they do-

“purted they said * Tndr bas come down from heaven,”

B2. The elephauts were richly eapurisoned with howdsla, wmbreilas and
BOVETE.

63, There wore swift steeds of Camboja with harness of golil and silver
wnid decked with jewels,

i Innumerable velicles also nnd choriots and palanguins of every kind.
Rajus and Ranus knew not suck wenlth us was displayed in s provession,

65. Armed guards and horsemen aceompanied the procession-—men zenl-
e in: Ahe performunce of their duiy.

6. The elephiants hore bands of musicians und their bannern Hoated o
the air.  The Bajas of Uhe naighlomring countries gazed ol (he sight with swe.

fi7. Holy men snd women of the Swetnmbara sect of the Fains were there
wid fsllowers of the six gpstens of philesophy ; the namber of supplingts cunld
ot be eonnted.

35
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U8, Prominent among the #4 olune in the ssssmbly wore the Oawal, Sri-
nial and Purwar; among them wave muny very rich men to whos the Learles
showed due respeet,

69, The first stopping plaes was Purdwen where the 2ith Tirihankir,
Mabavira nbserved Chatarmasyn.  Thenoe ihey came to Champapur where the
sight of the temple of Jineswar filled them with joy,

0. AL Pacliete they visited the temple of Raghunathii in which the Ma-
hwsati Sitn also dwells: here they mode some stay 1o se0 the forest, e Lills anil
the wonkers thut abounded there.

Tl Next thoy hnlted at Bundapuri and having worshipped the Jineswas
aoquired much merit; then (hey wrrived st the foot of the Sekbariis and deemed
{lieir fives had been blossod when they saw the sacred hills:

72. Then they aseended the hill and eaw the Jineswar; they performed
the Snatri Puja and consecrnted o temple: and thus wae the heart's desire of
the Mataji-fulfillad

8. She mude affering to the Jineswar of ormaments of gold eel with
Jewela; shie performed the Ratravedi Tuja sl saw and did worship lo the
twenty temples above whers twenty of the Tirthunkars attained wisdom and
salvation, thus spreading the Jain religion

4. For three days they Lived on the fop of the hill and worshipped in the
temples with much respeot and reverence, requiring greit merit and attaiuing
the purpose for which they were hoyn.

5. Then they descanded to the foot of the hills and the lesder of the na-
sombly il Lonouy to s atlendunte and followers: e invited them 1o fenst
with lim and presented the guests with coina of gold.

6. Those who had secompanied the party ofered s garlond  to Sofh
Anend Chanil and they praised and blessed him for the good work T Tiad done,

iT. The assembly returned home rejoicing and there was great foy in the
oity alsoz men said * great praise hns Manik Desi won for she has done ull that
wealth enn do.”

8. er yeputuiton for piety sprend throngliont the length and breadih of
the land for it wus sho who had taken oy assembly {o Rikharj and spent vast
walth therean

8. After hor retwrn from  the pilgrimage; in Ler joy she resolved
to comstruet u silver throne for the Jain temple in her dwelling house and
to placs on the thivoa a god made o1 gold and jewels; and this she did.

B0, In the morning she used (o worsliip for three hours in her 1auipla and
Ilinn she would utter the nonkar mantn: after (his she gave ulms and broke her
tast.

Bl She would fast for two Jdiys and eat on the third day but shoold other
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ilays appointed for fasting intervens these also shie joyfully observed wnd broks
lier fast at the end of the period ; this rule she strictly obseryed while she lived

82, Sle would listen to the reading of the Scriptures for six hours; sha
reciled mantras by wuy of jap thrice a day—in the muaming, sl mid-diy, anid
inthe evening; on the eighith snd fourteenth duyz of the moon she applied her-
self to the spread of her religion and twice a day; i the merning wiul eveming;
she did penanee for hor sins.

&3, She would never pal young vegetubles; sl gove ulms daily; none
cold exvel ber in Ul practices of religion—mno, neither Rajs nor Rana.

84, Tt was during the lifetime of Munik Devi thot Juin temples, dliayrm-
salas and poshals began to be built in Bengal: thery were none before for thers
were few Joins fn the conntry bul during ber time they cume in uumbers,

85, Only i low of the inhabitents of Murshidubad were Juibsg bul owing
to her patronage they increased fn number i a ilhousanl.

86, Thuse Lhat areived without food ur clothing or mouey (e  reversd
Mataji supplied with everything.

87, The Mataji beuped juwels ou those who beforelinie bl not eveil o
gold ring in their possession.

88 Iu the Satya Juga, Karnw, Vikan, and Bhojo were famed Lop Hheis
ehiarity but in the Kali Taga Manik Devi lias Leen aurpassed by nonw.

80, Rinee lier arrival m this eity it hies rmoved i the puths of wilvance-
mentl and progross,

Ters follow details ot her numerous fasts amd pther acts ol psceticism,

00, Thus she fusted for tweniy-six years; eutivg every thind day ouly,
{uking no thought tor bher body for ehe recsived powers of endurance from oo
high.
100, Scant was the sustenance she fook when slie Lyoke her fast for ihe

very morsels she ate were all connted
10L. Though her wscetioism raduced her ln 4 akaletvn vel slie departed not

from her practice one whit.

102. She gave lucs in oharity; she dif great good; she supported an mnu-
merable number of her fellow-creatares and from i aoquired meril,

103, The world hnd nn oharm far ler, sur euvy; she was 2 storehouse of
forgiveness and mercy; she knvw not gladness nor yver folt grief fur ehe waa
above these things.

104, Therd are four kinds of virtue—of gifts, of chusuclor, of auslerities
and of meditation; these four wers entwined Li the bt of Mataji.

165, Her happivess waos the happiness of the wite of Tides; for Ler body
ahe eared nought ; in her prayer slie rememibored e wise mon who have attain- ;

&l to Nirvana.
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106 Her nawme wus grent ; her velations many ; her family was Honrishing.
Hor fortune, tog, wea groal in that slie bore fu her wamb » Jagut Sells,

107.  Her son ever paid heed to hur wishes and sppronched her with reve-
rénce thirico n dny, P

108, So charitable wae she that to oue who usked 0 hundred she gave a
tliousand and to vne who asked a ousand she woulyl give oue lug, A huncn
being was Lo her as her god.

108 Every day was marked by charity aud victue but during the Last
year of her life hor gifts inereased.

110, She gave clothing or food or whatever wos peked of hér, iy his
vius shie showered gold like rain from heaves,

LHL She gave gold to all and so obtained greut fame in the world; no one
lies sivrpussed her in churity to this iy,

112.  She blessed ler sons, ber grandsous and all the members of Ler Lo-
mily wishing them long life, prosperity, peace and happiness,

115, In the temple before her god with purity of heart and thonght she
vownd o eat no more; but she relmived not from chirity, nor emitled to hear
the words of Soriptare, nor cessed to wequire merit,

1L With her thouglits fixed pu the god of her religion she asked for
panlon from all her fellow-creatures, Then Manik Devi departed for ihe dwet-
ling place of the goda

115, She breathed her lust on the frst day of the fall moon in the monih
ol Pous, Sumvat 1708 when the constellation Puslixs was in the sseendant,

LG 0 Dlossed lady Manik Devi! Your life wns worthy ; you attained the
objeot for which you were born; you have mode your name famois by asoeti-
cism and charity.

118, Blessed is ber father Puran Mall and happy lisr mother,

110.  She was like 10 Jaiwanti, Chandanbalu, Mrigabati—haly women ull-
aud the Sati Sublusdra, whoe Sourishiel in the foarh sge

120 After thoo, in this Gfth age, she Brmly established the Juin religion
in wlich she sppeared like an inoaruation; for it wna written in the Scriplires
that virtuous Indies would fiarisl

121, Now has the prophecy of Seripture been fulfilled 36 the erson of
Manik Devi whom T hnse personally known.

12, Hearing of her virtuous eonduct 1y hoart waa filled with joy: the
mure mention of lier name uvails to drive gway wiseey ; Tven women of i1l life
who bear of her uame and deeds muy fnllow in ler footsteps.

123, And these vernes wors composed by Mani Sri Nikal Chand, o discipls
of Upndbywys Sri Hurak Chand, surnamed Parsha Chandru,
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124, On the 13th day aftér the full moon in the month of Pous, Bamvat,
1795, at Murshidabad.

125, Whoever will read or bear them will derive much pleasure and ne-
quire merit through the kindness of the Mahasati Manik Deviji whosa bio-
graphy Lare ends.

Wealth is acquired by charity:
Conduct is the soures of huppiness:
Religions ansteritiss destroy Karma;
Virtuous thoughts attain salvation.

CHAPTER 2
JAGAT SETH FATEH CHAND.
1

A small notebook, written in Hindi, in the the possession of the present head
of the family, han preserved a few facts relating to the early years of Fateh
Chand. In the year 1757 Samvat (1700 A. D.) while yet a boy and living with
hiz parents at Patna, he wis mdopted by Manik Ohand and joined the latter st
Dacea. A fow years later came the migration to Murshidabad. We bave seen
that in 1711 he was known to the English ss un eminent merchant sl that in
1712 he, ss well as Manik Chand, received marks of the favour of Murshid Kali
Khan, After co-operaling with Munik Cliand for o period of fourteen years
he was well qualified to tuke his father's place ns head of the bouse and to be-
come Lig chief adviser of Murshil Koli Khen and his right-hand po in ell
mutters of finance.

In Mareh 17156 Fateh Chond was ot Paton. The Surman embassy was
there and Ewajab Surhad, Surman’s second in eommand, alleging that it was
dangeraus to proceed, wished to delay the embassy at Patna. He declared that
same of the principal inhinbitants of Patns supported him in this course and one
of the names he cited was that of Fateh Chand.!

About the same time Falel Chand obtained from the Emperor the title of
Seth. The farman conterring the title is dated the Gth year of the reign of the
Emperor Farrukhsivar and is couclied in similar terms fo the farman granted
to Manik Chand. The farman was presented to the Vietoria Memorial at Cal-
eutis by the head of the fsmily on the ocession of Lard Curzon’s visit to the
ancient home of the Seths on the Ist March 1902

Farrukhsiyar was put 0 denth in 1710, The Syad brothers, who had rais-
ed him to the throne, were also the instruments of his downfall. Two pappet
emperors played & kingly part for a few months after the manner of the Mero-
vings of old and then the powerfal Mayors of the Palace drew forth Roshen

. Wilios, Burly Annals of the English in Bengal, Wol I, Past 2, p. 24,
26
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Akhtar from his retirement in the casile of Selimgarh aod proclaimed him Em-
peror with the title of Mubammad Shah.

It wus the genernl belief in Bengal thet Murshid Kuli Elan would suffer
the fate of his master, the Emperor Farmikhsiyar, for Syed Abdu-llab Khar,
Muliammad Shul's Vizier, was the Nawal's “deelared enemy.” In fact pro-
mises of greater preferment were held ont to him in order fo entice him 1o
Court but *“ he, Leing thoroughly sensible of the treschery designed against
him, has e often found exeuses for his etaying in Bengal snd 'tis the general
opinion of ull persons that he will defend himself where he now il ill he is cut
oft.”?  'The danger pussed uway with the disappesrancs of the two Syed brothers
from the scene and Murshid Kuli Khan desputched the tribute of Bengal to the
Emperor together with a complinentary present from himsell. The Nawal
attempted to foree the European nations to contribute towards this present and
divected Seth Fateh Chand and two other officers to enforee his wishes.

Seth Fatel Chand and his two eolleagues summoned the vakils of the Fug-
lish sud Diteh and inforned them Ut they had been appointed by the Nawab
to demand w nnzsrunnh® for the Fmperor from the English and Dutoh which was
to be paid into their hands, The Duich were Lo pay Ra, 00,000, The sum to
bo paid by the English was not mentioned ot their wkil woe told that the
Nuwah intended to stop the teade of the English 1 Dengal if they did not com-
ply with his demand. This was esrly in Mareh, 1721, By May the Nawab
lind met with no response to his demand anid &0 lie ordered Kasutn, the Com-
pany's broker ot the Cassimbazar factary, to ve seized o unswer pertain chirges,
the nature of which 18 now rather obscure. The result of this measure was the
Haloortion of the {rmle at Cassimbuzar for the Compony’s servants nt the facs
tory there oarried on all negotintions with their Indian merchants by means of
Kantu, Further the President and Couneil felt that the Nawab's proceadings
were “an insull that mmst be attended with the worst of consequences should
we lamely bear it” and resolved Lo oppose firmly this method of ihe Nawab to
bring pressure to hear upon them so that he might fleece them in the matter of
the nazrannk. They gave instructions to thewr vakil bo raige the King's duliaid
i open conrl st Hugli, a step already taken at Murchidabad, and ordered o re-
inforoament of European soldiers to proocssd to Oassinibazar.

At the same time Governor Feake wrote a letter to the Nawah protesting
againet his proceedings. Meanwhile the Chief ut Cassimbarzar had secured the

2 Wilien, Farly Anmals of the English In Beagal. Proaf Shests of Vol ITT, p 104

3 A eeremonials present, properly an offering from an inferior to & superior. Hobaan
Jobean, . 634,

4, " An exclamation shouied alond by a petitioner for redrese ol a Coarl of Jistice. . . .
To has & deind of anslogy, se Thevenot pointed ont- over 200 years ago, w0 the old Norman
Haro! Huero! viens.d mon nide, mon Prince ™ Hohaen Jobson, po 321,
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interest of Asad Khan, an officer in favour with the Nawab, who unlertook o
place a letier from the Chief in the Nawab's hands: The first attempt, madas
by Asad Khan's deputy, was s failure for the Nawab angrily refused (o receiva
the letfer. A personsl application made by Asad Khan met with a more favour-
able reception and the Nawnl orderad the letter to be brought to Lim when he
was b leisure. After parusing it he sent for Seth Fateh Chond and directed
Lite to enquire *“into the story of U broker's wife hanging herself.” Seth
Futeli Chand cent for Kantn and esused him to be examined at the Nawab's
knchahri where lie spoke strongly in Kantu's favour, The result of his repre-
sentations to the Nawab, supported by thoss of Asad Khan wur the relense of the
hroker in # handsome manner, ** the Nawab bidding him tell his masters, that
though lio was a servant of the English yet he was a subject and tenant of the
King's, unt as there were such reports lie could not avoid examining into the
truth of them, which he had thus long deferred, being very busy in dispateli-
ing {he King's treasure sud that now he might go to the Faotory gud tell them
to go on with iheir business a9 usual,” Nothing more was heard sbout a nazra-
nish {0 the Emperor.5

In Angust of the sane year the English made another nttempt 10 obitain the
right of coining into ropees at the Murshidabad mint the treasure which they
received from Europe.  The Company’s servanis at Cassimbazar used their ui.
miont endeayours to gain over to their canse some of the Nawab's officers but all
their efforte were truithess. They were informed ** that whils Futtichund (e so
great with the Nawab, they can have no hopes of that grant, he alone having
the solo use of the Mint, nor dure any other shroff or morchant buy or 0oin &
rupee’s worth of eilver.”s

The Company were thos forced to sell their treasure to Seth Fateh Chand
and under the circumstances they had no alternative but to take the price the
bunker ofiered, The treasure sent from Furope generally consisted of French
and Spanish crowns and wae sold by weight.  Falel Chand's offer for two
clésis of treakure was ot the rate of 207 rupees 4 annas for 240 sicen  rupees’
weight of silver and thomgh the Uompany held out for some time in the hope
o obiaining  better price they were obliged eventually {o close with the offer
for Seth Fateh Chand would give uo more. Tn the sume month (November
1721) ten ehests vl ducatoons were seut fo Cassimbozur for disposal and there
was another dispute with Fatelh Chand about the price. The banker offered 2
rupees 7 anuas 3 pies for each ducatoon. The English wera unwilling {o let
them go at that price declaring that they had slways solil them af 2 rupees 7

&  Wilson, Esrly Annals of ihe English in Benjl. Proof Sheets of Vel LTI, pp. 322
30, 31, 350
6 Iuld, p 368
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sunes B pies each, but at length they agreed “ to divide the difference " and se-
cept 2 rupees 7 annns 4] pies per ducatoon.? Evidently the Euglish merchants
of the time were not bad hands at driving a bargain when they staod out for u
difference of a half-penny on esels Queatoon nor did Seth Fateh Chand take an
anserupulous. ndvantage of the monopoly he possessed when he agreed to a
price one farthing per duentoon below that which the English would willingly
huve novepted. Tndeed the Bengal records of the Company show that the ra-
lations between the Company's servauts wnd the honss of Jagat Seth were
founded on mutnal respect and mutnal confidence and though, as we shall see,
disputes sometimes arose between them some of whicl entailesd ssrious cose-
quences, yet the banker could say with justics that he had suffered on account
of his irust in the English while the English were bound, in their official onpa-
city as servants of the East Indin Compuny, o deny linhility for debts incurr-
ed by some of the Company's servants in their private enpacity as traders ym
their own belialf.

In the year 1722, owing to some reason whioh cannot be uscertained now, it
was very diffioull to ohtain money theoughout northers India, The Ewmperor
himpelf feld the pinch severely,® while in Bengal money was-so acarce that, ai
the eud of March. althongh Murshid Kuli Khasn hial received several perem pe
tory arders to desputeh the Bangal trousure to Delhi, ho was still 85 lakhis short
of the sum requived. To ndd to his perplexities it appeared that Muhammad
Shah's new Vieier, (he ovlobrated Nizdmu-1-Mulk, wos not hin friend for he
hail refused ta ancept the nazranah whieh the Nawnh Lad semt to him on his
appointment. 8

The sequel of these ¢vents moy possibly be seen In a letter dated the 18th
dune from the Chisf and Conneil st Chasimbazarld in which they roport to 1he
President and Council at Caloutts that they had dispesed of more bullion to
Soth Fateh Ohand * who, having beon under the displeasure of the Nahob and,
na roported, foeced ont of Five Lauck of Rupees; could not pay them rendy
money for all the bullion * hut ther hoped to receive the remaindor of the money
the next day, Assuming the repart to have been correct it woull mean that
Murshid Kuli: Khan, in his diffioulties, had turned to Seth Fateh Chand for
help, that the banker had not vesponded in & manner ndequate to the Nawal's
necessities and that then the Nawab violntly extortel money from Fateh Chand.

7. Wilww, Early Amnals of tha English in Bangal, Proof shests of Vol II1, pp. 3778,
B2 The ilralonn wes worth fivs bo sir shillings. The wxchange wilus of the rupse b Lhis
bme waa Pron s 6 o 20 0. (Tadia Office Revards, Conanltations for Jennary, 172295 )

B. Hes plige 35

8. Wilson, Early’ Annals of the Eaglish in Bengal Proof sheews of what wes appacanily
Fol IV, p. &

10 Iudis Office Records—Bongal Conmulbstioon.  Consaltation Monday, 24th June, 1722
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On this it may be remarked that extorting money from Seil Futel Chaod
wis o most dangernus game for the Nuwab fo play and only sheer desperation
would Lisve made him resort to it. The statement, two, is almiltedly merely o
ramour which seemed & plansible explanation of the facts and is not given ou
{he suthority of their vakilt! from whom the English al Cassimbugar derived
reliable fnformation relating to the ufiairs of the durbar af Murshidabad.. A
more probable explanation of the ncident—one agrecing with the events in (be
Life of Seth Fatel Chand whioh immediately followed—ie that the banker, nt
@ time of great finaneial siringency, come to the il not vuly of Murshid Euli
Khun but also of the Enporor, Mubammad Shak.

I# there had been such a clond between the Nawah and the banker il was
soon dispelled und the latter, apparently, Lind soon forgiven the aet of extor-
fiun wliel rimour lind aseribed to the Nuwab. In August we fiml the English
applying to Seth Fateli Chand aa the channel of casiest arcess o tho Nawab.
An seeusation: involving the sum of Rs. 50,000, Lud been made ngainst
the Duteh Vakil at Dacea and, by the Nawab's orders, the English
vakil ot Murshidubad had been arvested, merely becawse lie happensd to be the
anole of the accused man and near ot bund.  The English demanded his release
which the Nawah was willing to grant provided that the vukil gnve seeurity in
writing for uny demands that might he made ageinst him. Thereupon Cap-
1ain Borlace, the vommandant of the seldiers at Onssimbazar, was sent to Seth

Tatel Clignd to sssnre him that the English would never consent to suel an

unjust measwre and  that if the Nabob wauld not telease him they wonld fake
sitel mensures os should”  Fateh Chand immedintely went to the Nawab and

informed him that the English had sent the coptuain of their soldiers to demand

{le vakil. The Nawab ordered him to be roleased aml deliversd to Captain

Borlace snd ordered the Dutel valil at Murshidabad to give the sepurity first
demanded fram the English vakil2

<
-4

Qath Fateh Chand kad two sons—Annnd Chand and Dya Chand. By this
perind the elder of the two bl grown np snd entered e firm o that the house
began to be known as that of Seth Futeli Chand and Anand Chanil. The earliest
extant reoord of thia is contained in 8 resolution of the Bengul Council, dated
the 15th May, 1723 whick runs as fullows:—* Seat Futtichund Annunchnd
having paid into the Hou'ble Company’s Cash tlie Oth Inst. ten thousand
rapees Malruss, desiring a Dill of Debi be given him for the same,

1l. The sutliosised rapresantatime af the English at the Nawal's durber.
12 Bengal Comsaliaiions (Iodin Office Records), Cosultatinn of Thursday, 30th Angust,

122
a7
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Agread o Bill be given accordingly.” 3

1t 13 prububle, however, that by this dale the name of the fizm used by (he
English had slready become obsolete for in the fourth year of the reign of
Mubammad Sholi, that is, some lime between (ke beginning of Novewber 1722
und the end of Uctober 17234 Seth Futeh Cland received from the Emperor
the title of Togat Seth and lis son Anand Chand the fitle of Seils so that the npme
of the hanking liotse hecame * Jagni Seth Fateh Chand and Seth Anand

Chand.”  The correct nome does not sppesr in the Bengul records till ke
yeur 1740,

The original farman of the Emperor which i= atill in the possession of the
family haue been thus tramslated :—" At thiy vietorious hour and Lappy mo-
ment, the warld-obeyed command of sunny lustre receives the honour of issnp
that, from the Court of eternal sovereignty, Setl Fateh Chand—with the gwanl
of the title of Jugat Seth as u heredilury distinetion and the bestowal of magni-
ficant robes of honour, an elophant snd a  pearl earring, and his son Amand
Chand with the title of Seth and the gift of robes of honour and s pear] eqr-
ring—have hoanded the treasure of trust and dignity. Tt is proper that eivil
andd mivisterial officers and gl secreluries of the present wnd future, living
within the profectell territories should designate the nforesaid Jagat Seth
Futal Chanid snd ol desiguste bis son Seth Anad Chand, They shoulil deem
this imperutive from the presence of glarions majesty.

Written un the 12th Rajab, in the fourth year of the exalted reign.”

A traddition hus been handed down in the family to the effect that Fateh
Chand received the title ae a rewnrd for wervices remdered (o the Emperur,
Thete was u fwmine in Delhi and great was the sulfering of its inhabitants.
' Fateh Chond who was in the eity at the time, sppeared ol Court where he wis
received with honour and undertodk to relieve the people from their distress.
He seems to have recommended the temporiry issue of some kind of paper
money for he requested the Emperor to sunontiee publily that hundis!s would
be. placed in circulation in the city. This was done with the happy
result that the lamine dissppented. The Emperor was highly plessed with
Faleh Chand und conderred upon kim the title of Jogat Seth. There cortainly
was @ greut sedreity in Delhi when Muohammud Shah ascended the throne in
1719 bt “ from that moment provisions that had srisen to an immoderate prive,
commienced becoming chesper, and onee more plenty shewed its face in every

13 Bangal Commultstions (lodi Ofico Records), Conmultation of Monday, 13th May, 1725

14. 'The English st Cumimbizar write b the beginning of November, 1791, that the sicea
rapess ul Ahe Sed year of Mohommad Bhah “wre just come out” (Wilson, Eaxsly Ausals of
the English in Besgal. Proof shests of Vol 11, p. 377.)

15, Bunkurs' desfis,
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market." 16  The tronbles that followed and the dilstory methods of the Mughal
Court would explain the dulay in issuing the farmen, Ttmey be pardonable 1o
doubt, hiowever, whether the lnter Mughal Emperors. exhibited much eoncern
for the sufferings of their subjects and m ony case it is difficult to enderstund
Low the circulation of hundis could svail in such o otisis. Byt if the famine
was 0f a financial nature this fact m the story becomes of the preatest signifi-
cunce and we know thal there was o exeeptionnl dearth of money in northern
Indiaal the beginning of 1722,  During the second and third years of the reign
of Mubammud Shah the tréganry was empty, e army ill-paid and warlike pro-
jects abandoned perforced? Urgent demands were sent for the Bengal tribute
while we read in the record that Marshid Kuli Khan ™ is ander very aftliction
that money is 2o searce.” 18 Um the other hand in the sixth year of Lis rergn
we find the Emperor is able to graut u kror of rupees lo one of  his géunerals
for the purpose of raising an army and maintain this army in the field for some
monthe ut u eost of five lukhs & month 12

Here clonrly is to be foumd the kernel of truth embedded in the story. An
Emperior who liad been roscied from sucl diffioulties would natarally have hail-
od his deliverer as Jogat Seth; * the Innker ot the world,” and have auihorised
Lim 1o hand down the title to bis descendants.

Such a title may appenr strange to ue and it was evidently not understood
by tlie English in Beogal st the time. Tp to 1740 it is seldom found in the
records while. in (hat year the English seem (o huve been umler
the impression that Jagal Seth and Fateh Chowl were separate members
af the firm at Murshidabad as the folluwing extract from the Cash Acopunt for
July 1740 will show : —

By Juggutseal, Fottichnund snd Seal Anunchund

paid them as per Order of Couneil this Day

Principal Siceas ... s 121000

Interest from the Gth Lpnl in & mos. 26 daye

at 12 per cent, L R 4710
Bicva Mupees we 125719

Batta 15" Sp.et. ... 10486"7"3

14562057120

Sair Mutagherin, Val, 1, p, 158

Seir Matagherin, Vol, I, pp. 223, 251, 255,

Wiisem, Barly Hocords of the Euglish in Benjsl.  Proof sheets of Vol IV, p. 0,

Esir Hum;hmn. Vel. I, pp 270, 375

Bengal Copsuliations (Tadia Office Records), The commm ecours sgain in the Con
mudthmm.ﬁﬂ. whim the Council perdrd that they have taken op at nterest

S-8-3 R
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The translator of thy Seir Mutngherin, himself o Furopeun, writing in
1786, considernd it nocessary to eall the attention of his readers in o foolnofe &
thie faet that Tagel Seth was o titleand not o name2t At Murshidabad, how-
over, the title waz serupulously nsed by the Nawih and bis officers and there
wis o misunderstending there of the Ligh rank attached to it. The holler
held a position of hereditary dignity superior to that of any zamindar in Ben-
gl® und Lis place ut the Durbinr was on the lofi hand of the Nawab2s An
event of luter years throws light on this poinl. After the death of Tngal
Seth Fatell Chand his two grandsons, who were consins, jointly carried on the
alfairs of the frm.  The junior partner was subseqiently ennobled with the tiile
of Maharsja. The senior partner hsd the title of Jagat Seth which was o
Ligher one than that of Maliaraja.

Another tradition handed down in the family may be reférred to this
perind.  If ya sand that Jagat Seth Fateh Chand “ wos held o sueli honour at
court, thal b was proposed] Lo superseile Marshid Eoli Khan, whe thea sy un-
dor the maperinl displeasare, and tn nppoint Fateh Chand to the Government
of Dengal.  Dul the banker telused Lo oscupy the poat (hat was fllad by the the
greal patron of his family, snd by means of lis friendly offices progured a pardon
for the Nownh  In the farman issued on this oecosion, it wae ﬂpruﬂf whaleil
thut the imperinl grace was only exercised in considerntion for the earneat proy-
ers of Fatell Chund with whow the Nawal wos instructed o eonyult Lenesfor-
ward on all mutters of Stale ™ An old memornndum respecting the family
of Harakh Chand, fourth Tagst Seth, printed in Tong’s * Unpublished Records
of Governmient 25 does nol mention the appaintment of Fateh Chand as Gover-
nor but eoys thot ** st his intercession the Emperor pardoned fhe Nabob Taffier
Khan, the Sonbelidar of Bengal, who lind incnrred the rayal displessure, and
restored that officer to his confidence sl veganl”  There is no Wistorieal prool
ol this statement but it ls quite consislent with the state of affnirs in 1722 At
the time it was balieved that the Vizier Nizomu-I-Mulk was unfriendly towards
Murshid Euoli Khinn® und the Emperor wonld certainly have been greatly dis-
pleased at the deluy in sending the Bengal trilmte for that year. Fateh Chand,
too, kad exceptional opportunities during 1722 of dolng such & service o Mur-

the sum o 110,000 wicen rapesm and signed = D01 of hand for the nmoaol payable on demund
ks "' Jaggatsest, Futlichand and Seut Amunchund

L. Beir Mstagharin, Vil 1, p 35 note
2. Hunter, Biatislisdl Accoumh ol Bengal Val e, po 2853

L There e w pictars in the palice st Murshidabad showing Jogod Buth ocenpying thin
placo ad ihe Kewal's Duriar: '

2. Hunter, Biabimocal Acconnt of Bengul, Vel x, p. 258.
25 pp 678, BW

% Wilion, Barly Anuals of the English in Bengal. Proof shests of Vel IV, 5 &
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shid Kuli Khan while in 1723 we find Lim called * (he Nabob's chiel favou-
rite"# which would be natural nnder the circomstances.

To this period we may asoribe the foundation of the grest ivflience that
Futeh Chand and his successors possessed at the Court of Delhi, Whenever o
khilat® wia sent to the Nawab a similar distinetion wae conlerred on Jagal
Seth. The Emperor presented Fateh Chand with o fine emerald seal with
his title of Jagai Seth engraved upon it desiring that he would
preservie it and hand it down to his posterity 20 A striking instance of the
power of the heads of this family at Delhi was the manner in which they ob-
tuined farmans ralifying the appuintment of the Nawab., They wers not mers
ggents between the Nawab and the Court. Their ¢o-operatian appears to Lhave
been nbsolutely essentinl. There s no direct evidence thot Fatel Chand ob-
tuined farmans for Shuja-ud-daula and Sarfaraz Klian, the next two Nawahs of
Bengal, but such evidente us there iy favours that suppositionn.  With regasd
to the former, on the one hand Fatel Chand did not aid Marshid Kuli Khan
when ke tried to obtain a farman for his favourite, Sarfaraz Khon 20 and Mur.
ahiid Kuli Khan's efforts were fruitless. On the other hand Shuja-ud-dauls;
the comparatively unimportant Deputy Npzim of Orissa, was successful and
Fateh Chand was one of his well-wishers 31 With regard to the latter more
thun one historian was inclinad to balieve Ihat hie pever obtained u farman from
Court.32 It was Fateh Chand who obtained for Alivardi Khan u farman ap-
pointing him Nawab of Behar in his own right33  When Alivardi Khsn had
defeated and slein Sarfaraz Khan in battle it was Fateh Chand who obtained
for him' s furmaon confirming him in the Government of Bengal. Holwell as-
serts that it was » sham forman fubricated by the Seths and charaeteristically
goes on {o say ' that Alivardi Khan was never eonfirmed in the government by
# real Phirmannd, is & fact that admits of ao doubt.,"®  The fact admits of 30
mueh dogbs that the whols stetoment may be summarily dismissed as o fabrica-
tion of Holwell himself. Tt is not the only item of information that we owe to
Holwell alone. Tt is not the only chinrge thot Le brought aguiust o man with-

27, Bengnl Comsuliations {lndix Office Records), Conmuftstion of Mondsy, 2nd Sep

tember, 1725

B8 A dress of bonour.

A Loag'w Uppublishell Records of Governmens, p. 578 Humler's Statistical Accognd
ol Beogul, Vol ix, pp. 854, 255,

¥\ Hai Balkishsn is menbimad ne the chief agant of Mueshid Kuli Khan st the imperial
comrt ok thin bore, Riyaan-e-salsbing p 200

51 Seir Mutagherin, Vol 1, p. 302

32 Stewsrt, History of Bengal, . 437 [note). Soti, History of the Decosn ste, [1794),
Yol 2 p 57,

3. Scrapton’s Refoctions, po 33,

4. Holwell's Interesting Hishorical Events (\766), Pari T, pp. 109, 110,

38
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ont a shred of evildence. It is not the only story he voneocted to serve his own
ends. The justification of these vemarks will be given later, Tiere it must
suffice to state that Holwell's interests in makiug his assertion is plain. In his
history of the period lis main object ssems in be to vilify Alivardi Khay anl
tiie brother Haji Abamnd. Ho presses into his service all the scondalons gos-
sip of the bazurs that he was able fo procare.  As a rule lie does not eall Ali-
vardi Khan by his npme,  Te is "' the Tsmrper” Bt if Alivandi Khan receiv-
eru farman from the Emperor eonfirming him ln the governuent of Beogal—
and must historions declare that be did®—Lie had ae good a title ne nuy of his
predecessors snd the name of “usurper” was absurd.  Therefore, says Holwell,
the farman wae a forgery of Jagat Seth’s.

Sirnj-nd-danls wes the next Nawab and the relations between him smd che:
Jagnt Seth of the time ware far from eordial. The consequence was that, for
some (e, Biraj-ud-dauls weae unable to olitain a farman from the Emperor.
Jugnt Seth's remissness in the matter Jed 40w seene in full durbar.  Siraj-ud-
daula reproached him, slapped his face and put him in prieon.% Again Clive
relied upon Jagat Seth to obtain » faran from the Emperor confirming Mir
Jatar nz Nawab of Bengul and it was throngh Jagat Seth that Clive received
hie patent erepting him py Owmrall of (he Empire?

35

In Augist, 1723, the English in Dengul were involved in o Tong dispute
with the Nawah3  In comsequence of the oppression of the Zamindar of Malda
they Lad removed their factory from that place to Mugdanpore whieh was quite
vlose to Malda but outside the Zamindar's junsdiction, The Zamindar reta-
lated with an attempt fo stop the Engliah trade nod what was worse, the re-
moval of the factory sngered the Nawab, The English af Cassimbasar ap-
plied to Jagat Seih Fateh Chand and e sppears to have acted in their belialf
but withoot much success for they reported to Caleutta that “as yet there is
little hiopes of Redress, Futtivhund heving refused to interpose any farther in
the Englisl Durbar affairs,"30

The Comneil at Caloutta met to consider these reports from Cassimbazar
and resolved to senil soldiers to Malds, * Ordered alsn,” the resolution rop.
tinues, “that o letter be wrote to Fuitichynd (the Nahob's chief favourite) to
reprezent these dishonourable and ilegal proetices, whicl if he does not pre-

35 Seir Mutagherin, Vol 1, pp. 335, 372 Riymsn-s+alatio, p. 322 Seoth's Deccan, Vaol.
L p 319 Stewan, Hivory of Begal, p 496,

2. Long's Unpublished Rocards of Govenmmni, g 7T,

5. Hill's Bungal in 175657,

. Bengsl Conmliaticns (Indis Office Reconds)

3. Covsulation, Monday 2ol Bepbembar, 1725
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woil tu hinve speedily remedied will be attended with the highest resentment.”50

Faleh Chand promised to render the Company all the service he conld anl
endegvonred to make good Lis prumis& with the result that be was reboked Ly
the Naweb for his forwandness on behalf of the Euglish 31 Nevertheless, in the
weaks that followed the English tried every method fo imduce Fateh Chand ta
repyesent their case to the Nawal bul, as was Lo be expected wuder the eirenin-
stanices, “ without producing any good effect.”¥#  In Outober the Zamindar of
Mulda died but the Government of Tajmalal lad been sent ngainat the factory
with 500 horse snd 300 grunmen and the FEaglish gt Cassimbaznr applied o
Fatell Chand for an order prohibiting this officer from molesting their people
but they reported on the 22nd October that they liad nol been sble to gel any
answer from him. A week later when the Nawab's forces seized all those whn
hud dealings with the English st 3Mulda the chief of the Cassinibazar faclocy
seni the English vakil to the Durhbar to give the dnhai and sent their broker to
Fateh Chsud * o yopresent thé wnjust treatment, that ke may use his Interest
with the Xabob not to persist theremn and thereby oblige ns to have recourse to
oy military foree, whicl we should do if he continnmd b impede our Honble
Masters' afiairs."®  Again on the 28th Novewber the Company's servania ot
Cassimbasar reported that they hod onee more representesl the state of alfnirs
at Mugdanpore to Fateh Chund “ whereof ho took litile notice." s

In truth the Nawab was inexarable anl all the offieers af (he Durhar wero
aware of the fact. -No one of them dared so much g5 speak to u_n_y of the Eng-
lish or their servants 48 In van (he English defeated the forees sent sgainst
Malda, in wain they stopped all Mubammadan ships passing Fort William, In
the moantime tleir trade in Bengal was being ruimed. By the Jrd Jonuary
1724 they wers obliged fo withdraw their factory from Malda it not being pos-
sible to apcommodate those diffevences on sny other lerme al present.” 46

Diuring 1724 the English made many endeavours to ro-settle at Malda, In
June they wrote to the Nawab asking for permission to visit him on the subject
and his answer was conveyed to them by Jagut Seth Fateh Chand. Adter ve-
lsting the reasons of the Nawab's displeasure with the Englich Fatel Chand
informed them that the Nawib would not admit their visit without a pay-

40 Ibid.

&}, Conmltation, 16th Septomber, 1723
€2 Conmiliation, 22nd October, 1723,
B Commltatian, 4b November, 1725
34, Oomsultstion; Znd Decenber, 1725

A5, "The Nubob perwists in the Gentlamen of Mugdanpoor's Mwing reeallid snd not an
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ment of Rs. 5,000 and if they were desirous of resettling the factory at Malda
they should have Lis permission Lo do so for Rs, 20,000 more 7

In 1725 the relutions hetween (e Nawab and the English were better and
when the Council at Cassimbagar informed Lim ihst their Olief, Tonry Frauk-
lund, was leaving for Caleutta ty become Governor of Fort Williamn and wished
to pay him & farewell visit * he acquainted them by Futtichundsaw, thie person
thit delivered their message, that Lis indisposition was so great that he conld
uot see him but o5 he had always been so he should continue n friend to the
Euglish.’"8

(i the 28tk March, 1726, the Company * desire Futiychundsaw to write to
his Gomastal to supply onr Factory at Dacen with what money  they shall
watit™ to which Fatel Chand replied that ke hod sent orders fo his gomastal
il Dacea to supply the factory there with Rs 50,0005 On the £0th September
the Council at Daces roport thut * o general exclunge of officers in the mind
his been a hindrauce to their coinage yet they have kopt iheir business going
on by agreeing with Futtichund’s Gomastal5! who has supplied them with Dis-
mussn rupees anil ke is lo receive their siccas.!'5S

In December, 1726, another big dispute, in which Fatebh Chand
pluyed n prominent purt, broke out hetween the Nowab aid the Fuglisl, Ab-
il Rahim, one of the Nawab's offcers,—s man who had acquived sn unenvi-
able notoriety thronghout Bengal for Lis eruel trentment of thise mamindars
whn failed in their puyments of Ahe revenueSt—suddenly demandad from the
English an sdditiona! rent of s 44,000 for their Colouita townss ani Lollowed
up hie demund by seizing their vakil at Murshidabsd fnd by threatening to
treal all iheir merchants in a similar manner.

The English looked to Tagat Seth Fateh Chand for aid as they had done in
the former dispute. The Tresident wrote several letters assuring Tagat Seth
that the English woild never comply with the unjust demand made on (hem
und hoped that ke and the offivers at the Durbar would secommodate the altalr
ol enitse their vakil to be relensed 56,

Jogat Seth's interposition at this stage of the dispute was s matler of es-

Tuid, Fh June, 1724

Thid, 2Tih Decembes, 1725

Thid, 2th. March, 1736

Thid, $ith April. 1726

" A mutive agent or fuctor “—Hobwon-Jobson, p. 594,
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treme difficulty. The Caloutta towns formed & part of the Nawal's own jagir,
of which Abdul Rahim was steward, and no one at the Durbar dared to speak
to the Nawab oun bohalf of the English in a matier relating to his own estatea 5T
Besides the plain truth of the matier wos that the Nawab wanted money from
the English and meant to get it Whetlier the money was given by the Eng-
lish in the form of additional rent for the land they held from him or onder
some other name was a matter of indifferenve to him.

Abdul Haliim took further messures to make the English comply with his
demand. Some of their merchants at Murshidabad were arrestod, their hroker,
Kantu, was forced to take refuge in the factory ol Cassimbagar, while the rest
of their merchants ran away or hid themselves to avoid being seized and put
into prison, In reply the English reealled their vakil from Huogli after he had
first given the King’s dahai in the most public manner and insisted on having
Abdul Rahim's unjust proceedings entered in all the newspapers By ko
doing they ensured the matter reaching the ears of the Emperor. 'They also re-
solved 1o ullow no ship belonging o an Indisn merchant to pass Fort Willinm.
Abdul Rahim in turn redoubled his efforts to copture avery servant
belonging to the Compsny s well 4s every merchant who was suspected
of having traded with the English. Tho vakil was rigorously confined and
treated =0 eruelly that be begged the English st Cassimbazar to send hime
Rs, 125 ** which would procure him liberty to eat and save his back for a day or
two. "5

8o matters went on kIl the middle of February 1727, Then the Nawab re-
cerved a letter from the Governor of Hugli;, forwarding o complaint from {he
owners of aliips that they were being rined and demanding that the customs
they had paid should be refunded. Muorshid Kuli Khan thereupon semt for
Jagat Seth Fatell Chand who was now able to assume the rola of mediator bet-
ween the Nawab and the Englisl. “Late Friday night lust,”” wrote the soting
chief of the Cassimbazar factory on Sunday, e 19th Februnry, " the Nabob
sent for Futtichundsaw and told him he heard he had near two Lack of rupees
ready {0 go to Hugly and asked him if he was not mad fo venture such o large
sum when the English were plundering boats and ships on the Rtiver and after
some diseourse asked if any of the Eoglish were at Cossimbuzar, to which he
replied nome of them had left the factory but their Chief was not yeot arrived,
though if e pleased he woull send a Chubdar®0 for the Broker. The Nahob

57, Oanmultation, Zhh November, 1785,

58  Canwlsction, 15th Fehruary, 172687,

52 Commillsdion, 10N Fllﬂ'ﬂ" 172627,

60, Cholddsr **e shick besrer," an sitendant, The chobdamy tarry & wiafi overiaid with
silver, Hobsom Jolesa, p. 2M.
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emiled and said he would hardly venture to come, and bid him send his ows
Gomastali, who came knd said Futtichunid desired to spevk with Contoo. They
did not think proper to send bim, but wrote to Futtichund signifying they would
not let him go out of ihe Factory, unless Lo woull be bound for his sate return,
1o which ke returned answer he wanted to impart something of moment fo them,
und would send @ person proper 10 Lo frusted lo earry iny message between
tham. What he has to propese they are entirely strangers fo."61.

Op (e 206t Jugot Setl sent his pomasioh to the factory. “Would the
Inglish,” hio asked, * make the Nawab o nostanah when their new chief, Mr.
Stephenson, nrrived if the vakil and the other prisoners were released und {he
demanl relating to the towna given up?  “ The Company’s servants replied that
they had positive orders from Caleatta not to treat on any terms which involved
the puyment of muney but st the same time if the Nawsb were willing to make
up matters they did ok know what the effect of the relense of the prisoners
would huve on the President and his Council.  Of ong thiug they were assuved—
e long es & man wos under confinement the Euglish would listen to no pro-
posals B2

Before instructions could armive from Calontta the prisoners were scourg-
el so inbumanly that they despaired of their lives if sunh severs usage were 16-
pented 83 Shortly afterwmrds, however, Edwand Stephenson, the new chisf ot
Uit bazar was ordered to ocquaint Togat Seth thet the English would readily
consant to make the Nawab a handsome present providad that thelr vakil and
nmorchants were releasad and the demnnd oo the towns entirely laid aside.

Several conferences followed with Jagal Seth's gomustah 10 whom,"
wrote: Mr. Stephenson, * we have represeriiod vur grievances in the most
patletick terms hoping thereby to influence Futtichundsaw w0 far in our
favour s to persuade him to undeceive the Nabob, in answer to which Futti-
chund fraukly owned we had rewson on our side, but at the same time said
that the Nnbob before this unhoppy affair had been remarkably favourable
to us awl made uee of several instances of the greit privileges we enjoyed to
indace ws to comply with the Nabob's demand, telling vs he had spoke a great
donl in our faviir; but found be (ihe Nawal) woull never be brought to
relinquish all though he wmight remit some part, and at the same tima hinted
that for thivty thousan] rupees o perwanna might be obtained to prevent any
liks demand for the futurs to which we replied we would advise the Chief, sto.
in Caloutta thereof and then pive an answer."

Un receipt of this letter the Caloutta Conncil agreed to gmpower Stephen-

€. Conzuliation, 27th Febfwary, 1725-87.
2 Thid,

B 1Ibid, fah March, I725-27.
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son to offer the Nownb fifteen or twenty thousand rupees on condition that
he would permit them to re-petile the faotory at Melda, build a new house at
Dacca, and finish the house they were building at Hugli, for he was to aeguaint
the Nuwab, they could not consent lo give uway the money of their Honour-
ahle Masters unless they obtained some benefit by so doing amd it would be better
their trade should bé entirely stipped than thel they shoull tamely and ensily
oomply with every unjust and unteasonable demand made wpon them !

This concluded the matter, On the 14th Mach Stephenson informed
the Couneil Huit the prisoners hnd Leen relensed * which was brought sboul
hy meams of Futtichondsaw who prevailed with the Nalob to give the people
(heir freadom mnd assured Lim you should selmowledge it vs o favour. Wa
hope as Futticlnmd has given his word the Nabob should be satisfied you will
for (lie servica wnd eredit dome us take care that lie be no sufferer,”68

The Compiny received u parwanna from the Nawab that no demands of
the kind would be made in future sud in May paid the Nawab Re, 20,000, 66

Tha English had been very anxious to end thie dispute in order {o he
frea to take stops against the establishment of the Ostend East Indin Com-
pany in Bengal. On the Ist April three ngents of {his Company had arrived
at Murshidabad and petitioned the Nawab to allow them to trade on the eame
footing ns the Dutch and Freach. At the same ftime as the Rs. 20,000 was
paid to the Nawab, the Ostanders; as they sre ealled in the recorde, had gained
over an imporiant officer al the Durbar, * but,” wrole Mr, Stephenson on
the Tth May, *so long as Fattichundeaw does not espouse their interest
(whith we are promised he will not) there §s no four of tliem obteiging any
grant from the Nabiob” By the 1Tth May the representatives of the Ustend
Company liad visited the Nawab but this had cost them Reo 30,000 which
with the seventy thousand deposited in Fuitichund’s honds 13 n pisheash for
the King" Wkhen they obiained a farmay from the Emperor they were to
poy Ha 60,000 more of which Ra. 25,000 wus to go to the Nawab and the
rémainder o the officars al the durbar who had supporied thewm 67

On the 30ih May Stephenson reporied that “ the Dstendors left Syadevinl
vory much disgusted at the disappointment they bave met with from the.
Government for potwitlistanding they have paid Rs, 125,000 they Lave not
been nble to get his Perwanna nor would they have had a Seerpaw had not
Futtichundsaw concurred in order to gel Lis nole for seventy thousand sicea

64, Consalistion, 13th Masch, 172527,
5. ConsuMation, 20th March, 1TESIT,

B4 Cousuliation, 155 May, 1787

7. Consultations, 17tk Amil, 15th May, 20d May, 1727
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tupees, deposited three years ago in his hands, which by thiz stratagem he
has done and left them in the lurels."d8

The note for Bs, 70,000 must refer to the sum deposited with Tagal Seth
s n present for the Emporor and fwo corollaries follow from this. Firet, it
wis intended that the money shonld fall into the hands of the Nawal instead
of the Emperor and second, Jagat Seth was acting in sccordance with the
withes of the Nawab and not his own when he concurred in the matter men-
tioned above. Jagat Seth wos extremely tenacious of Lis own interests
and strongly opposed auy measures of fhe Furopean nations in Bengal which
conflicted with those interests, ke fought them when they refused to pay
money which bo eonsidered his jusi (due, bt no evidence can be found in
the English reconds or in the pages of historians that he ever, in the pleni-
tude of his power, extorted money for himself or nccepted & bribe in return
for the many and great services ho rendered the Englu:,h This fact in as
honourable to the heals of this family s it is extraordinary when {he prac-
tices of the age and Jagal Seth's exceptionable opportunities of profiting by
them, are taken into consideration.

A eraving for revenge suceeeded the feelings of disgust and disappoint-
ment which filled the (stenders on their depariure from Cassimbazar. They
wnde un attaek on a ship belonging to Mohammadan merchants and killed
same 0f the Nawnb's subjects. The news of these events stariled the Nawal
und filled him with wppreliension of greater mischief il the Ostenders were
not speedily pacified—perhaps, ton, his conscience did not aequit him of all
rosponsibility for their conduet, ITe immediately promised them a parwannn
lor their “radé in Bangal and asked them to send one of their party fo receive
1. The English had to struggle for same years before the Osfeudérs wers
driven fram Bengal 6

This was one of the last nots of Murshil Kuli Khun. Before e end of
Juns he died and as the date of his death has been variqusly stated it is worth
while to remove ali doubt in this matter by quoting from the Bengal Consulta-
tiona dated Monduy, the 3ed July, 1727 : —* Yesterdsy we received o Letter
from Fdwd, Stephonson Esqr. Chief &e. Council of Cossimbusiir Dated the
Jith Ultimo sdvising of (he Nabob's Dentl and that Sonfruge Cawn has
msumed  the adminietrotion and set strong Guards wver sll the greal
Zamiudnre

Two years before Munhid Kali Khan had built o mosque at Katra, sbout
» mile to the cust af his paloce snd under the stairs lending up to its termace,
trodden every day by {le feet of the faithful, ke was buried. The mosque:

¢4 Conmlintlon, S8k June, ST2T.
0. Comsuliztion, 12tk June, 1727,
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ilself in now in ruing.  The cells where inee seven hundred pious Mussulmen
chanted the Koram, have wanished. Bul the tombh of the founder of Mur-
sbidabad is still carefully lended, It receives its offerings of Howers, The
Koran is resd there, Tn the minds of men Mushid Kuli Kbhan i now the
Zinda Pir, the living saint, who protects them from cholera, '
4

It had been the dearest wish of Murshid Kull Khan that lis grandson,
Sarfaraz Khan, ghould suceesd him, Dut, ss we hove seen, Sarfaraz Ehan
bad to eontend with a formidalle rival 1o the person of lis futher, Shuja-ud-
duula, who had married the daughter of Murshid Euli Khan Shujn-ud-
daula formed his plans with the grestest akill. His agents at Delhi won
over the Emperor to his side. Ile despaiclied trusty men in small numbers
and by different roads to Murshidabad with orders to be in readiness for his
arrival. He estahlished w secrot post between Cuttuck and Delhi so that he
nught receive the farman he expected from the Emperor as expeditionsly
as possible snd also obtain suthentie news from Murshidabad. As the rainy
senson was approaching, when the roads would become impassable, be col-
lected & vast pumber of bontd and bostmen to convey lim and lis army to
Murshidabod. As poon as the news was brought that Marshid Kuli Khan bad
but a few days to live he left Cattack. TIn the neighbourhood of Midnapore
he received the Emperor's farman sppointing him Governor of Bengal und
pushed oo for Murshidabad. On his arrival in the oty he proceaded at once
to Murshid Enli Ehan's hall of audience, cansed his patent to be read,
aseended the masnud and received the congratulations sud customury offer-
ings of the chief men. Sarfaraz Khan was at his conntry-sent near the ciiy
when tlie sound of the kettledrams and other instrumeuts of musie aunovnoed
to his nstonished ears the presence of the new Nawab, [His courtiers and mili-
tary officers whom he summoned in boste were all of the opinion that resist-
ance wod nseless and récommended him to submit, Accordingly the young
man * left lis princely retinue behind: and taking only a few servants, he ad-
vanced hriskly; and whether he would or not, he kissed his father's feel, pre-
septed his nusur, eongratulaied him on his accession. and dropped every
thought of dispute and contention.” Such is the aceount given in the Beir
Mutaquerin. - Another account states that Sarfaraz Khen received more timely
notice of his futber’s spprosch and marched out of Murshidabad to oppose
him but his grandmother, Murshid Kuoli Khan's widow, who had great in-
Auence over him, induced him to refrain from fighting and submit to his
father.70

70, Riyams-salatin, p. 288
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According to the Seir Mutagherin Fatel Chand had wished well to Shuja-
ud-dnule in  his efforts to become Nawab, As soon as Shuja-ud-daula
ascenided the masnad he mode Fatel Chand one of his confidesitial advisers.
These ure the only cluee we have to Fateh Chand's conduet doring these
events. Obviously if Fateh Chond liad openly supported Shuja-ud-dauls ke
would have exposed himself to grave danger but it seems legitimate to con-
clude that he did not use his influence at Delhi i favour of Rarfarns Khan
and it lins been supgested hefore that this wus probably the resson why ull
Murshid Kuli Khan's efforts on behalf of his grandson failed. The point is
f some importance in the light of after evente. There wns no question of
heraditary right involved so that there sppears to fiave heen no reason why
Fateh Chand should have Favoured the fathier more than the son unless ho dis-
trusted the charsoter of the latter and his fitness for the government.

In the sstonishing success that hnd attended all the mensures of Shuja-
ud-daula we ean trmee the workmanship of two able men who had already
aided their muster to obizin # great reputation ne Governor of Orissal These
two men—Alivardi Khan and Haji Ahmad—were brothers. ‘Their mother was
related to Shujo-ud-dsuls,  Another trusted servant who accompanied Shnja-
nd-danla to Murshidabad wae Rai Alam (and: e had been his Diwan in
Orissa and though Sarfaraz Khan Lield the title in Bengal sud Alam Chand
was nominally Deputy Diwan in reality all the toil and respansibilities of ilie
offive fell upon him. These three men and Jagat Seili Tatel Chand were
sclected by Shuja-ud-danla to form Lis Council 72 They beeame his chief
ministers and advieed him on oll the measures of Lis government. A yeur
ar two afterwands Alivandi Kban was made Governor of Bebar but the remnin-
ing throe may be looked upon ns the real rulers of Bengal until the deatly #i
Hhu ja-ud-danly,

Oug of the first acts of Shujn-nd-daula as Nawab gave proof of his
bumanity and love of justice, In the tine of Murshid Kuli Khan torture mud
fmpristnment had been the lot of those zamindars who fuiled in the payment
af the revenue that linid besn sssessed nn thair lands. Shuje-ud-daula fonnd
many of them in prison when he became Nawnb, Those who were innonent
of frand were at once set free. The rest bod to pive a written promise that
they would muke their payments regolarly in fubure. Then they were given
tobes of homonr according to their rank and dismissed to their homes with it-
junctions to transmit the revenue through the sgency of Jugat Seth Fateh
Chand 7™ Shoja-ad-daula had no renson 10 regret his clemency, * Over und

TL Seir Matagherin, Val. 1, pp. 298, 309,
T Ealr Mutagherin, Vol 1, p 308
V& Seit Mmaghenn, Val. 1, pp. 305, 30 Riyazns-ealutin, p, 259,
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above the profits of Jagirs and fees on warehouses and  factories, he easily
raised one kror and fifty loks of rupees, which he remitted to the Imperial
Treasury through the Banking Agenoy of Jugat Seth Fateh Chand "™

.

During the Government nf Shuja-ud-dunly » serions dispute arose hetwees
the Company and Jagat Seth Fateh Chand. On the 15th April, 1730, John
Stacklouse, the Chief of the fastory i Cassimbazar, and Lis Couneil, informed
the President at Caleuttn that their broker, Kantu, had absconded and their
trade was comsequently at a standatill, that it was impassible to remedy mat-
ters by making pontracts with their merchants direct for their broker owed
Jugat Seth o large sum of money and he had persunded the merchants to re-
fuse o make uny agresments with the Company mntil his debt was paud.
Whether their broker returneil or sot they saw no prospest of carrving on
their business unless Fateh Chand was satisfied .75

A fow days Iater the broker was induced to rotorn and an exnmination
wos made into his acoounts. It was found that be owed Jagut Seth and
other merchants Rs. 245000 and wus. responsible fo the Company for Re.
133,000 besides. To meet these liabilities ke placed in the hands of the Com-
pany securities and property to the value of Rs. 272,000.76

Jagat Beth sent & déemand for the money owing to him by Kuntu to
Stackhouse who desired him * to permit a Company's servant to copy the
noles and papers depesited in his hands by Eanto.” * Whatever the deposited
notes are,” replied Jogut Seth, “1 lent the money to the Company. When
you will promise to discharge them I will produce them.” This statement e-
fines the issue from Jagat Seth’s point of yiew. Ho bad lent the money fo
Kautu as the Company’s agent, the money had besn  applied by
Kantu to the Company’s husiness and Jagat Seth luoked to the Uowpany to
make it good. This was confirmed by Kantu who, n being examined, stated
that when ke contracted for the whole amonut of the Compaoy's investmeni
for the year he had in his possession promiissory notes received from sundry
persans to the value of Re. 72,000 only but Fateb Chand had “ so much con-
fidence in him that whatever sum he told Lim & note wus for, be let hiw
biave the money.”77 Un the other hand the Company’s servants argned that
when they borrowed woney they gave obligutions for it under their own
hands.
| Failing to pet satistaction ut Cassimbazar Jagat Seth wrote u lettar 1o the

74, Riyam-saalabin, p. 280,
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President at Caleutta “the purport of which was that Contoo was tndebted
to luim Re. 215,000, on which affair be hnd sent his gomastah Jabetndss to
Jubn Stackhouse Esqr. Chief of Cossimbuzar, with the account who told the
gomastah that Oontoo's sccounts were made up wnd sent to Caleutts and he
would take care to puy him shortly - but be now observes within ilese twenly
vays we have greatly devisted from our usual honour pnd punetnality ; how-
ever as wa hnve mude up aceounts with mer gomastah Contoo, he doubts no
we nre g0 well versed in mercantile affnies as to see Liim paid,”™

Meanwhile Fateh Chand had submitted a proposal tn' the Chisd at Cassim-
bazar. Let the Company, he said, give him a promissory note for the whole
raount of Kantn's effects (Rs, 272,000) and he wonld immediately advance the

Company's proporiion, smounting to shont Ra. 80,000 to them and also satisfy

the nther ereditors of Kantn, By this arrangement he woull Jose Rs, 50,000
and to mdemnify him sgainst this loss Kantu was to give him » note for that
nmount.  Under no oircumstances could the payment of this note be demunidsd
of the Uompany, but it was to be paid by Kantu himeelf as soon as he was able
te-do 0. To enable Kanitu to do this however, {t was essentin] that lie should
continue to be the Company's hroker unid the arrangement would also be pro-
fitable to the Company for they could stop the dasturi™ Kantu recsived from
the merchunts until the balance which would still bhe owing to the Company
was paid off. Stackliouse replied that Ye had no power to agree to Jogat
Seth's terms and the Council wt Calouttn ignored them.80

Jdugrat Seth now appealed to the Nawah who ardered Haji Alimad to seo
that hie was paid. Gunrds were placed on the Company’s vakil and when the
English sent kin to Haji Alimad 1o enquire why lie proceeded *“ s roughly na
Futtichund’s instigation " Haji Almed replied “ that Futtichund’s estate was
estecmed ay the King’s troasure and the Nubob was resnlved to poe him satis-
fied " He strongly advised the Engilsh to sccommodato the matter to prevant
in open rupture with the Nowah 8t

A woek later the Nawab wos very angry with Iaji Alimad beesuse he
had failed to get the maney, sonfined the English vakil, and declared that
the Emglish must satisfy Fateh Chand’s demands out of Euntu's effocts whick
wore in their honds. Al the arguments the Company's servants could offer
were inefioctual ' the Mutsuddies alleging he was our servant and us he

78, Thid,

. Dusturi *thar which is customary.”” That commisalen or fercentage on the
prening in sny oswh tranesction which, with or withool l:hdwl-ﬂm ar permisaion, ki
W the finguts of the agent of payment.” Hobson Jobeon, .14
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aoknowledges the debt we wmust be answerable for it and  Fuitichund says
liw will stund to the Nabob's determination sl ull Lozasds,"'82

The President und Counet! wet on the 9th June to consider {hese tidings
nnd resoleoid ™ thet we write to the Chief and Couneil of Cossimbuzar ace
tnainting them wa nre willing to come into any reasvnable proposals and that
tf Futtichuml will pay or give security for the Honvurable Company's propoc-
tinn, we will deliver Cantoo's effects or be nocountable for what they produce
to him but s Contoo has behaved limsel! in so wile w muwiver we cunnol i
justice to vur Hon'ble Employers coutinue him in a post of so greal trost,
wod at the same time send an ArisidustS to the Nabob aud write o letter Lo
Futtichund desiring our business be no longer impeded, 84

Theso lottors were not sent humediately as the President and Couneil
were relugtant Lo enter into the quarrel divectly, They hoped that their people
wl Coassimbazar  would be: able 10 induce Jagat Seth to take o dividond of
Kunta's eabite without insisting thet Enntu should be retained as the Com-
pany s broker. Un the 18th June, however, they heard that Jagut Seth's
gomastall gave then no hope that his mester would agree to this proposal s=
e dismissal of Kantu would mean the loss of a large sum of muvey to him.
Tley heand, loo, that two substantial merchanls o whom the post of broker
hinl been uffered 1n succession had each refused to accept il giving as their
renson. that it wonld be impossible (o carry on the Company’s investroen! until
the dispute with Fateh Chund was accomodated. Iu addition io this they
liesrd that the Nawal was threnlening to put an entive stop to their frade un-
less they satisfied Jagat Seth and the Company’s servants st Dacon reported
that the dispule was lkely to stop all their husiness at that place

The Council met on the 22nd and resolved to senid the arzdast to the
Nuwah settiog forth their grievances and desiring that Le woull oblige Fatel
Chund to take only his proportinn of Kontu's effects, that their vakil might
e relensod and that they might be permitied to carry on their business se
nsual. “Wo are sensible,” the resolution went on o swy, “if the Nabob
should reject this we shall then be obliged to come to n quarrel und our busi-
ness he stopped for some time which s the resson we have hitherto avoidel
it, but finding we have no other way left but this or lo comply with Futti-
chnnd's demend in eontinning Conloo pur broker, we have resolved on the
first which we lake to be the least evil of the two, for should we admit of Con-
thu's being continued hroker, he woulil always b subject to Fuitichund ns being
greatly indebtod to him, and it's very apporent to s that Futtichund muost have

62 Commbation Bh June, 1730,
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wxme extraordinary views by being so strenvous in his behal! in which pur
Honble Masters moy be great sufferors in the and, though it is urged by Futti-
chund’s and Usntou’s friends that the intent of his design to continne Contoo
broker is witlhn view of paying in time ull his ereilitors with the dustore of one
rupes nine snous per cenl, e snnuslly reevives ul the merchante on the in-
vesiment, to which we answer that the annual dustore which be is to reseive
ounnol af mosl amount to awore than 120,000 ropees, which as he 5 1o be -
leemed at the Durbar aud the conntry around as our broker, ke is ohliged to
live up to that clarucier und the pumeraus family depending upon him will
muke that amount harely sufficient to defray his expenses wo thai the hopes
priven lis ereditors wanld be eafively frustrated and our Hon, Misters' uffairs
still subjeet to the sume inoonveniences as before and linhle to be stopped on ny
ereditor’s complaining so that it appeary to us {hat Futlickund's view of impos-
ing Cogitoo om us for & hroker is (o reimburse Limsell by some methods with 1he
merchants in making ue pay dearer for our ailk than it may b bought for by
others whicl will be to the disadvantage of our Hop, Masters and our trade in
genoral."85

The wrzdust was sent to the Nawab and o letter 1o Tagul Seth, The latier
hving rewd his Tetter pent it back without piswer8  The Nuwab's reply to
Governor Dease i the earliost extant docunmer, with the exeeption of the Em-
peror’s farmin, in which the title of Jagat Seth is found. It s appendod to
the Bengal Consultation of the fth July, 1700, and runs ns follows: —

* Thave roosived your Arindast by which I'understand that whes (he Ceim-
pany’s Ageuts have oevasion to borrow money, they always give obligations
under their hands, that your broker Conton af vour factory ot Cossimbagir is
indebted to several Merchants and \hat in g complaint tmude by them to me
Peons were put on your Vackee! Russiok Loll,

Tuggubseal hath set forth that for these twelve yoars past Iie hos dealt with
your fuotory st Cossimbuzar by means of Costea to the xmount nf upwards of
fifty laak of Rupees and wcoording to the custom of Mershunts
bave (sic) alwiys kept regular books by whick books it appears thero
t# 8 ballance dise of Rupees 215,000 for which Sum Contoo has made over
Rupeew 2,72,500 that is awing Lim by the Company’s Peopls ; it is well-known fn
every one that the Evropenns are upright and just, now if you are indebtad 1o
duggulsent tha aforesaid Sum 1 would have you pay it witloot nay Demur, bui
if there 18 nny impediment deliver Contoo up here thiut the affair may be ended
by arbitrators.”

B5. . Conmuliation, Z2d Jume, 1730,
86 Consullation, 10xh Jaly, 1750,
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The: English now made strenuous sndessiurs lo win friends among the
Nawal's ministers. A wew patran ** wee snghit in tho person of the Nawab's
son, Surfaraz Khon, to whom they presented u borse gt b hal desived for
soie Hme and for which he had made an offer of e, W0, They reminded Haji
Almud and Rei Alam Chand of the sssurances of Irieadulip they lisd given (he
Company and expressed surprise (hat with such powerful friends they hod ot
found more favour with the Nawab. Bul tho two ministers could give (hem
o hope of support in the present disputes, * The Nawab,” they said, * hus
such o regard tor Futtichund thot it is out of onr power 1o serve you in oppe-
sition to him™ Al they voulll do wis (o advise (ke English to make up the dis-
pte with Fatel Chund us well as they could. 87

Meanwhile ** two considerable mien ™ of Marshidabad hud come forward os
madintors and made proposals which, they gava 1he Company's servants ot Caa-
simbager reason Lo hope, wonld accomodute matlers. * Kinto's sssets,” they
saidl, * are worth Re. 272,000 Let the Company reserve The. 50,000 as heir v
share; then appoint o new broker and hand ever ti this broker the rennining
e, 192,000 to satisfy Fateh (hand and the merchans”  In forwarding 1he
proposal to Ualeutta the Company’s servauts ut Cussimbazar desired the Presi-
deni and Cauncil to smpower them to pot an end to their tedious dispute and
sdded * One thing they presume o offer Uieir apinion an—that it will be of
very ill consequence if Contoo’s petition is ourriad (o the Durbar "%

This petition of Kantu's witioh was enclosed fu (e lstter from C assimbitzar
formed u new compliontion. Kantu pesevted thut o former chief of the Cassim-
bazar {nctory, Mr. Stephenson. had extarted lurgo suma of woney Frow him anil
thut was the cawse of his insolvensy.  Acvonding to Kentin the total amount ex-
torted by Mr. Stephenson amounted to Wa. 176,000 anil Lis buvian Lad Tte, 7.000
Lesules, ** You arve my maaters,” he pleaded, " what T toll you is truth, his two
Tmninns Hurrykissen and Suddanand onn witness this a5 well g their books: 1t
fs nol o six months but in thee years 1 hase boen andone and being pressed in
aredit 1 borrowed this money of Futtichund. "8 Ay enquiry wos made Inty (he
matter whioh after langutshing for some fiue was dropped. and no dofinite pro-
tnuncement wppears to have been miade by the Company on Kanin's pssertions,
They wero probubly correct.

(n the 21at July the Connoil met and decided o reject the proposals of the
mediators.  Thay argued thut Rantu's ednte amouuted 16 uo siors Hhan
Ra. 272,000, therefors, ne Kantu's debt ta them was Ra 15,000 0 loss of
Is 53,000 wonld arise if the Company slvaneed Ns. 192,000, Desides this ur-

B7, Conenltation, 13th July, 1730.
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tangeinent assumed Lhat Ranin's eiferts would produce the sum ey wers valus
pel ot whoreas * on a very moderste oaloulation ™ n loss of Hts. 50,000 should be
ullowed “ oy his balances it the anrungs and adventures abroad.”  Theredore
the propusal “would give Coninos whole estate to Fuitichund  and
ldave the Company and the other merchants to whom Contoo is indebted guite
in the fureh” % As the Company's secvants at Cassimbazar poited out, the
Counetl bold miswuderstood the proposal. The person to be kppointid as bro-
her wue o satisfy both Fatel Chand and the other merchants with Rs. 182,000
und Ta. 80,000 iu full wos veserved for the Company, [t was troe that (he
Couneil would linse fo run the risk that Kanto's nssets might not be realised in
tuil but they had Kuntu's positive assurunces that Lis effests eould not bring i
legs thisy they lud been valued s,

Meanwhile all parties ai Murehidabud end Cassimlipzae ware unxiously
awaiting the Company’s devision.  The Compnay's servants at the latter plaoce
despatchied another letter on the 24th wrging the Couicil to come o some re-
soltiog coneerning the dispute, Tleir affairs were in an extremaly nusettled
slate, none of the Nawub's officers wanld espouse their enuse, after muoh persun-
wion their merchants Lail gread 1o take bullion in piyment of their customary
ailvanices bl the sale of this hallion had been immediately stopped by Fateli
Chonul, Fatel Cliand himsell was * lao very mieasy 1o heuy the result of yous
ditermination,” Haji Alunnd was demanding from them every day a reply to
the Nuwab's letter und the Nuwab was full of unger ot e delay wud wus threu!-
ening thew with his vevenge if they refused o satisfy Fateh Choand 9

With the urrival of the Couneil's decision the quarrel assumed w more apule
lorm.  €hu dhie Bih August the Chief and Conneil at Cassimbasur rrported : —
“They lwvo advised Futtichund that the medintors’ proposals Ll beey rejent-
it and thut the ferms formerly proposed ware the anly means left ty suti=fy
liim b0 which lie replied 1n pussion thsi ke wanted not power to recover his whaole
tebt and that wi should feel the effects of Lis resentment.” Forn time, how-
ever, he hod 0o beart (o pursie the quarrel.  ** Futtichund keeps lis hwuse,”
proceeda the letter from Consimbuiar, * on neconnl of Lis son's desth, In
three or tvur days he will appear ahrond when should he persist in his wnjus
vemand and the Governmont espouse liis cause they desive to know if they shall
pit our formbr orders in exeoution of withidrawing their factury."82

But heforw taking this exireme mensure the English mude furthor attempts
to end the dispute. The Prexident kad vepliod to the Nawab's lottor with the
ouly reault, an they heard on the 144h August, that the Nawah insisted on Fately

8 Comsblbatlon, 2ist July, 1750,
8L Consultationa, 20l July, Lol Angusi, 1730.
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Uhand reesiving satisfaction ' estesming s money the Eing’s * % aml threut-
ened to stop their Patos feel.  On the 21t the Chiaf and Couneil at Cassim-
bmzar vesolved * to send for the merchunts and ndvise them to go in o body 1o
Fultichuwl and endewvone to persusde him to lake his propartion of Conton's
effeots, uthorwise we shasll quit our factory, they will also order the Dulioy to
be given dnl the Nabob tnformed of their resolution and if they reccive an un-
satisfactory suswer they shall make the best of their way to Caloutta leaving
the faetary to the charge of Harrykissen their warelouse banian.  They bearti-
Iy wish this proceeding may bring Futtichund to reason but if it fails they
lntnemt their misfortune In Boding all tleir éndeavours (o aceommodate (his
unbappy affair frustrated."™  This attempt was Fruitless, and when an ap-
plication mode on the 22wl to e Diwan Hai Alam land, Haji Almad sl
Jagat Seth réceived an unsatisfaclory saswer the English left tho factory 95
Tust before they lefi the Nowah sent for the Euglish vakil “ and kel

him why they wanted to go swey who told him the reasons for it, to which
tlie Nawab replied : Fultichawl must be satinfied, Lt if tiey contivued a reso-
lution so contrary to their inlerests, they might go if they pleased and he with
them, 5o ordered the vackeel to be rmleased.”H

Un the 29rd the Conpany’'s servants arrived wt Ouddalore.  Tlere they
wert visited by Coju Owan, o noded: Armenian,” wlo desived thom (b wail at
Cuddalore while he went 1o Fateli Chond and tried to bring abont s settloment-
"Tliex naked the Conuneil b give them discretionuey power to make up the affair
anil decided to wait for the Uouneil's -answer o order “ to prevent, if possible.
the ill consequences that according to their opinion will inevitably attend their
gomg down to Caloatts for us we are assured by everybody if resentment is onr-
rind 50 fur the Government will pome o oo terms aul they need ot say bhow
much our Hono Masters’ mteresis will be prejudiped thereby”  The Couneil,
bawgver, mel on the 2500 wud determined Lo stand by their former sesolution 57

(i (Lo 260 My Hulsey, ane of the Compans’s servants ul Cassimbagar, ar-
rived in Caloutta bringing fresh proposals and on the Bth September John Stack-
liouse, the elief of the Cassimbazar factory, followeld but whether secompanied
by the rest of the English merchants is uneertain,  That the Company decidod
lo offer new terms to Jagat Seth was probably due to lis representations. U
the Oth the Council met and agreed “ thut Mr. John Stackhonse ete, Gentlemen
o get themselves remly to return to Cossimbusar snd that they en-

{5, Comenltagion, {7ih Augest, 1730
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deavour to carry on the Investment (o the hest of their power and in order Lo
ratisty Futtichund they are ordered to offer him one hundred seven thousand
five hundred rupees four annad being eight annas per supee on his debt accond-
ing 1o the most just calonlation we oun muke of what Contoo’s effects will pro-
dnee, Agreed further that Contoo be displaced and that Burradutt, 4 substantial
merchant ot Cossimbuzar who ia proposed by Mr. Stuckhonse be appointed bro-
ker in his room sinoe the Company’s affairs cannot be earried on withont having
4 person o adt in that station. 98

Botore the end of September Tobn Stackhouse and his party were back at
Cassimbagar. Jagat Seth Fatoh Chand seems to have held seorntully aloof and
madeno demaud upon them for his money and so the Company’s servanty eeiy-
e not to mention the oifer they were authorised to make tn him until they re-
ceived direotions from the Couneil 1o do o  Much to their surprise, however,
Rurradutt dectined 1o be their broker and when, on the 3rd Ootober, they sent
the English vakil to the Dutbar to make representations on the subject of the
Ostentlers they were told by Haji Alkmad (hat the matter conld oot be discus-
sed till Fateh Chignd was satisfied.100

Negolintipnn weve then entersd npon with Pateh Chand and on the 22nd
October the Chisf and Connesl nt Cassimbarur reported thiat thes had finished
the alfiir with Futtichusd for ans hundsed snd thisty thousand rupees which
they bope will be sgrecable and that the affair might be managed to the
Hen'bln Compauy’s credit it was ended by s visit from Futtichand who pio-
wised to befriend them mm all opeasions and for the present bas undertaken
to prosure thew admissivn lo the Nabab and an order for the general eurreney
ol our husiness 10!

Bofore 1kis Jogat Seth Lod returned the promisssry notes Kantu had
deposited in his hands and ulso given the Company an acquittance, a transia-

tion of which was appendnd to the Consultalion of the 28th Dotober, 1730, and
runs ns fallows : —

“ ITuggutsaal do hereby declare that all Acconnts between me and Contoo
the English Brokor at Cossimbusar are accomplished and $ully discharged hy
Mr. Joln Stackhouse Chied &es Council st that Factory so that 1 have no

further demands oo the English Compuny o Cantoo their Broker Thia being
their diseliarge.

Dated 208h Oetober, 1730,
Fateh Chund esrried nut his promise st least in part.  On the Bth Novem-
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ber he iniroduced Messra Stackhiouse and Tussell (0 (e Nawul ** whio receival
them with great civility and nssurod them of kis favom to the English on all
occasions.” &

1t 8 dificult to biame either of the purties to this guorrel. On fhe oue
liznd Jagal Seth was eonvinced that in dealiog with Eantu he was deating
with the Company und so greut was his confidence fn the Company that [n Lis
transgetions with Kantu be even negleésted the oniinary precuutions of his
profession, On the other Land it wae impossible for Governor Desns
i necept sesponsibility fur monsy bormwal withent his espress aufhority,
Whether it was wise of Governor Deane to teject the proposal of the mediaiors
t¢ more douliiul,  He koew the power of Jogatl Seihi o) Murshidabad, lie was
aware of the services the banker had already rendered the Company in the
disputes that Lnd arisen with the Nawal), Le lad only to furn boek 4 few years
to find recorded in the minntes of the mestings of his Couneil the hope of 1he
Company's servauts sl Ciasimbazar (hat he would take care that Jagal Seil
did oot suffer for his efforts on the Compuny’s behalf and it must have been
abvious to bim that, In sefosing 10 agree willl his wmdvérsary quickly and
carrying on the guarrel relentlessly fo the hitter gnd, e was inflicting » severs
loss on Jogat Seil which would yankle in lis mind aod alienate hin from the
Company, H Governor Deane congratalated himselt on getling out of the
business clieaply Le was Lo find thet, in reality, he bail muile « bargain whiok
was to cost the Company dear and end i hitter mortification to himself.
Jugat Seth liail for the present poquissced in lizs loss, bul wfier events showel
that be waw determined that the Company shonld make it good when o favour-
able opportunity arose and the opportunity preseuted itseld with stortling
rapidity. Thuring the course of the guarrel JTagnt Soth had been pressing in
his demands on the Dscea factory for the money owing 1o him there and the
Campany’s servants ul Ducen bnd been obliged o ideuw o bill of exohange on
the President and Council 4t Caleutta to settle the aecount. The following
extrael from the Cash Aecount for Janunry 1731 records the payment of this
hill : —

By Dacea Fuctory paid Futtichund Anunchund o Bill of Exchange drawn

by the Chief and Council there .. v 10,000
Batta 14765 pe. .. i w A020
4,320

Later in the same year there is evidence of the altered relations between
Jagat Seil snd the Compauny. On the 13th May the Clief and Couneil at

102 Conmuliatim; Sih November, 1730
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Cassinibarur were in wind of mouey and compélled to write to Caleuita for a
supply * Futtichund not caring to lend any." 1%

In Seplember Gueernoy Deéane was Lo Snil Low unwise he had boew in
otiennting Jagat Seth pnd how useless the Company’s “ pew patron,” Sarfure
Kling, was in Comparisny with hing Oy the 201sl the Oompany’s servants ol
Unssimbazar reported that “ o very unlucky acoident bad, happened  which
they wero afenid woald give (hew mueld trouble,” A party of men vonduct-
i bouta laden with goods to Calentta bad quarrelled with the guarde at the
chuld of Barrigain on the Malida river, killed two of them and wonndod o
thind,  Une desd body was brought to Murshidabad * and laid at the Nabah's
door.”  The Nawuh sent for the English valal anid m s violent passion told
Wit * that if the Faglish were permitted fo ael in such s manner and kill the
King's subject ut their plessure he coulil wot be easy in his Govermmeni.™
All endensours b pueifs lim webe fraitless and the English al Cossimbuzar
teared that the affair would involve them n considerable expense.1

Wilkiin u fortnight the dispute had develuped into o gpenerul attack on
tin Company. The Company’s servants were charged with abusing the pri-
vileges they eujoved muder the farmsn of the Emperor Farruksivar. 1T wad
alleged that their Todiss merchunts were not  content with providing gooda
ordered by the Engliali but troded largely on their own pecount under pes-
mits ohtained from the Compnay, The Company, besides, had not applied to
the reigning Emperor for a confirmution of their furman nor Lad they made
hith o present.  Therefore, declared the Nawab, they would have to pay ous-
toms on all their trade from the begmuning of the Emperor's reign sud he Lad
receivald un order from the Emperor to thal effec) 105

While the Eoglish were endeavouring to get o petition presented 1o ihe
Nuwah by means of Sarfarae Khoy anolher unfortuuste seciden! oocucred ot
Mureln. A sergeant and two soldiers in chorge of boats quarrellod with the
gunnd ut that plaes with the resnll that we sepoy wus wounded while the
corgeant was killed and his two soldiers, one severely wounded, were made
prisoners.  Tho sergeant’s head was oul off and sent to Murshidabind snd e
two men were also sent thero in chaina 106

Un the 20tk Oetober the Clhief and Couneil at Cassimbavar reported (it
i wpite of all their efforts by find out somo mesns of sccommodating the dispute
the officers wi the Durbar were deily devising new messures to molest U,
\heir yukil was refused admittance to the Nawnb und when that servunt of
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the Company enquired of Haji Ahmad if a lisndsome present wonld procure
lum an interview Haji Alimad = replied vary shorlly the order from Court was
uf too great consequence to be dispensed with for a trifle.”

“They are well assured from sevorn]l persons,” (he letter from Ciussim-
bazar continued, “ that Futtichund is at the bottom of this affair and they
hwve too much reason to think that it cannot be made op without his coneur-
rence.  Two days since they sent o message to him, desiting to know if he
would be once more their friend and undertake thieir cause, lie coldly answered
hie would not be their eneny nuil al Just said they might send s trusty servant
to him, whom he would introduce to the Duan and chief mutsaddys but le
ooulil not speak direcly to (he Nabob in our belalf hiving enguged to the
contrnry. In short they are given to understand that Futtichund expeots to
be reimbursed for the loss he sustuinsil by Contoo, though he will not ask it,
till when he will on every oveasion be a stickler against us, but if they satisty
bim in that they may be essured of a stuwich wod powerful friend.  This
cannot be done without o very great expense but they believe there is no
olienper way left lo acoommoilute wotters snd they are of an opivion, if they
itend to prevent un almolute rupture with the Goverument that the only sate
method will be by Futtichund’s means and if they do not sesure his § riendaliip,
whatever Lhey spend ut the Durbur will not secure them from fresh insults”

The: Fresident and Couneil were loth to admit that e fruits of the Lanl
burgain they had driven with Falel Chand had been bronght home to them
i this starlling fashion and it was only step by step (hat the truth swas forced
upon them * Give Fateh Claml hopes of moking up his loss by Kautu,” they
wrnte to Cassimbuzir on the 23rd. (lotober. “and endeavour by 1liat means to
get Lim to secommodate the affuir entirely, but do oot offer anything till we
kvow whether we can possibly consent to the demand 107

Before this letter reached Cassimbasar the Council received another letter
from thence to the offect that the Nawab expected a present of a lae of ripess
for the Emperor * besides sometling for himself " and that if this wers re-
fuved he would insisl on the order from Court being carried out. Then tlie
Couneil went a stage further and on the 251k October directed their setvante at
Cassimbazar " to {ell Futtichund that they Lave » power to treat with him
and s0 10 know from him the certuin demand for finishing this affair and while
they are negotinting to acquaint ue what i1 is with all expedition. but (o eon-
vlude nothing without further orders ''108

O the 204k the Couneil received o reply to their letter of the 23nd in which
the Company’s servants at Cassimbozar stated ™ they huve senl o mossage (o
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Futtichund desiving him very pressingly to let them know whal sum would
be rufficient to arcammodate sur dispute and giving him hopes of satisfaction
for lhumself in case lie will be our sthuneh friend to which Le replied—that
whenever they shall be empowered (o trent lie will tee all hie interest with the
Naboh to make up the sffair a8 much is our fuvour ss poesible, but till then
he shall not be able to do anyihing, 2o that they wre etill in the same nneer-
Tty they were before and they are well assurad that evory day's delsy will
widen the hreaoh ws well as vetard golting in the inveetment. So they hope
wo will immedintely come to same resolution.”

The Comneil met on the 30th and resolved lo permit John Stackhouse at
Cossimbazar to offer s, 40,000 to (he Nuwab and Ra. 5,000 {6 his Diwan for
the confirmation of their privileges. 1f more were peremptorily insisted on
he might increase tle offer by Hve ot tan thousand rupees but go oo furthes.
As for the order from Court they belisved it to he fictitions hut should they he
obliged to give something to the Emperor Starkbouss was to insist on. s con-
firmation of all their grante nnder the royal seal. 18

O Ake following day more serious news came from Cassimboazar. The
English there lud made daily applications (o Jigat Seth and, s dirscted,
given hin hopes of sutisfuclion for himsolf it he would umilertoke their canse
“ but lie han always given them the enmo answer us at first” That Setl's
elief servint, Rupaband, however. had mformed them that his master wonli
nover bearfily vspouse  their interest tll they guve lim sn obligation for
Tis, GD000 1o be peid when the dipute hal been accommolated, Dalays
will be of the utmost ill-consequence,” the Conneil were warned, * i1 we infend
to prevent o war for the Nabob ie already predily ireitated wnd beging to threaten
thal since the English ure so stout he will try (heir vourage." Fiuslly the
Counell werp wged (o take inle their serious cansideration whether it would
nol be belter to muke up the dispute al once, even at a great expanse, than ruy
the risk of being brought o o shomelul compliance in the end which wonld
be the inovitable consequence " for the Nahob is very rash and hasty (far Un-
like Jafferonwn) not ot all regarding whut he does to obtain his ends let ihe
country suffer ever s much by it ' '

(O the kst November another lotter arrived from Cassimbazar in which
the Campany’s servamis there stated thet * they had an answer fram Futtichund
whe far from complying with their zequest grows sngry and says they only
dully with him to no purpose, that we sra not disputing for o trifle bt the
security of our Phirmand which the Nabob is about to deprive us of, and
advising ugainst further delays." Tho suly way out was fo invest fhem with

108, Consultation, 300k Octoler, 1730
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power to finish the affair. Al the bopes {hey hud placed in Sarfaraz Khan
Ll Teen disappointed as they found he stood in awe of his father.

Therenpon the President and Conneil gave wiy wntirely and agreed “ that
we write the gentlemen ul Cossimbazar 0 mike os cheap n bargain as they can
with Fuitichnnd but whatever they give him must be us an ncknowledgment
of his good service in this affair and not ss payient of any demand oy delit 7110

Ut reoeipt of this order, Mr. Halsey, one of the fagtors at Cassimbazar,
poid twao visits to Jagat Seth. = The first time Jittle conld be drawn from him
but at the next visit, which was lust night, he opened his mind more freely and
saidl that matters being carried so far they must oot fatter thenselves will
ligpes of getting over this affair immedistely becanse it is potunlly represemted
at Conrt, and that the Nabob has it not in hid power to sonfirm our privileges
il they would give him\ ever s0 much money. Wherefore hie pdvised them ne
a friend that the best method they ean tuke will be to endeavonr in get ull
the guzrds removed and our peaple and gowls ¢lesred by giving a present fo
the Nubol which will alse probably engage him 1o write to Cowrt in our favour
anil sfteywards to tréat with him for a new Plirmeund which Futtichond
wuid will be absolutely necessary for the future currency of our business and
a2 for Limself they may depend on all Kis nssisfance” The Company's sex-
vants ot Cassimbazar, however, informed the Council that the sum necessury
1o comelude the affuir would far excead that which they had been empowsred
by them to affer. The Conncil met on the 8th November and ngreed ™ we
find oursalves under an absolute necessily (o give (hem full power to make (¢
up oo the best terms they can, 114

With the assistance of Fateh Chand the Eoplish vt Cissimbazar nsosr-
tained that the Nawab's terms were & lukh of ropees for the  Emparor and
another lakh for the Nawab. On payment of thess sums (he Nowub woull
permit their business to go on s ssual and would reprasent their onso to the K-
‘peror in 2 fayourable manner. “The sum demanded = vary extravagaul,” wrole
the merchants at Cassimbazar, "' but cousidering the auswers they have hitherto
reccived from the Nabob and hie Duan tending to nathing else than cur pune-
tual compliance with the King’s orders or paying something equivalent (whioh
wonld not be less than seven or eight lanck of rupees) they intemil 10 agrey 1o it
being persuaded they shall not be able to procure betier lorms nor shoull they
hove had this offer but by Futtichund's mesns.”

On the 181k October the Chief and Council at Cassimbarar related how the
dispmite wus finally settled. * To their great surprise.” they saud, ** a new diffi-
culty was sturted by the Duin Allemeliand, who insisted on them signing an

0. Copsultaiion, 158 November, 1T3L
111, Consultation Bth November, 173,
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obligation to limit the number of the ships nnd many other articles whiok if
they had agreed Lo would hinve been in effect giving up ulmost all our privileges,
8o they were obliged to apply to Futtichund; who by his interest with the Duan
unil other Mutswlilys prevailed with (hem to deop mosi of Uieir demands sl
séal o paper bo them (the English) which he said they must agree to that the
Nubob might lnve something to write to the King in Lis own vindication for
clenring our bitsiness.  Howaver they refused it, till he assured them that if they
would sot comply our affairs would be embroiled more they ever so sesing ny
other remedy left they al last consented,

" They senul us u copy of the paper, which they sealed vestorday, in the pre-
sence of Futtichund who brought if to them himself by the Nabob's arder, with
Perwaunas lor Laking off the guards and at the delivery of them he desired us
not to be unessy for that our Hon'ble Masters’ affuirs woold go vn again as ue-
usl anil nothing move by this was required than that we slould not trade in Bon-
gal salt, beetlenut, and other commodities from one part of the conntry to
unother und engross any sort of goods to the prejudice of the King's subjécts.
Ha further told them they muy depend on his best service in future, in which
they beliove Le 15 since Laving now no demand upon them for old scores. They
guve him 5 note bor filty thoussnd ropees for his good services nccording to our
orders with which he seamod entirely satisfied. e lhigs been of signal use in
the nccommodation of this dispute for instend of two lanck of rupees they batore
wdvised of, he has finished it for one hundred and eighty thousand including the
Duan's end offfcers’ presents which antount to no less than thirty thousand so be
Lins saved for them what they hove given him, 112

During the remaining yeurs of 1he government of Shuja-nd-daula the Eng-
Tishs relied on the good services of Tagat Sefl in times of diffienliy.  On the 30th
April, 1553, o letter from Cassimbazar relates that the English sulkil * waited
on Tuggatsent (Hhe firsl recorded instanecs of the yae of the title by the Company s
setvantd) in conneotion with the affairs of the Company who, after hearing
what the vukil lnd to say, wenl ™ in fo the Nabob ™15 Tn July of {le sase your
one of the Conpany’s servants ut Cassimbazur carried an arzdast from the Pros
sident to Jagat Seth in order either 1o requast him to deliver it to the Nuwak
“or to pursug stich other means of doing it as be shonld advise them."14 1y
Fanuary, 1745, when their broker wus seized the English immediutely despital-
el their vakil with letters to Rai Alam Chund, Haji Ahmad and Fateh Chanid
“remonstrating and desiring their pssistance in our behalf 115 Jy November,

112 Commalistion, 22ml November, 17T51.
113 Cobsnfiation, Tl May, 1755
1 Conautbation, 230d July, IT35
115 ConsuMablon, $2nd Tanuary, 173-35,
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1796, when Shujp-ud-danla follawed the example of Murskil Kali Khon and
demanded a lurge sum of money as renl for the Caleutts setilement the aid of
Jdagat Beth was songht to apcommodate the matter. The conclusion of this dis-
pute was marked by a visit Lo the faoliry ol Cossimbezar by Jagat Setli in the
cotirse of which * he was not wanting in his great prfessions for the interest of
our Hon'hle Masters nor we in au occasional 116 and suitulile edidress Lo so great
a mun,”  The payment of Ra. 40,000 which stided the dispute wos mads to the
Nownh throngh Tagnt Seth and the Nawoh's perwannas were brought to the
tuctory by Tagut Seth hineelf 117

It was during these vears that a relation of Fateli Chand sppeared at Mur-
hsidabad. This was Lalji, 1he son of Sadanand, who was s brother of Munik
Chand. Kwajah Sarhad, who liad figured prominently in the Surman embassy,
hail been promised, presumably in writing, » gratuity by the Engligh if the em-
bassy were suocessiul in obtaining s farmnn from the Emperor.and on this se-
curity he had borrowed u large sum of money from Smlgnand, About the year
1754 Kwnjah Sachad died avd Lalji obtained a letter from Court directing the
Nawwub 1 see that (he debi was peid by the English, Futell Cliond naturally
supporteid his pomsin and so, ton, lid Haji Ahmad who wes “glad of an oppor-
portunity bo oblige Puttichund " Ths Tngish Lell oul lor some lime against
the idemand oo the ground that Kwajah Sarhad had diod groatly in debt to the
Conpany Tt they were obliged to ¢onfess thet the Armoning was to Luve had
{he gratuity promised him and directed Mr. Braddyll, the chief of the Cassite-
buzar factory, und his Couneil, © to eompound this matter with Futtichund on
ihe best terms they enn, tuking eare that it dous not appeur ta be given as his
(Lalji's) due, but that we pive thie momey purely lo oblige Futtichund” On
receipt of these onders the English atl Cassimbozar sent heir vakil ** to sonud
Futtichund's intentions in relation to Logeesaw (Lalji salio) nnd to try what
wonld astisfy him without making the firsl offer on their parts and to let him
know whatever sum was given on this occasion waa to please him and that we by
ue means allowed of Logessaw’s demund to be jusl” The vakil had two eon-
forences with Fateh Chand at the second of which Lalji was present. “ Logee-
saw said the whole was liis due but that Ie was willing to abate two or thrée thog-
eand rupees upon which Futtichund told Lim that the English would not have
stoud out so long for so triffing o sum wnid desired him bo propose something
mote reascnable.  Logeesaw at length with great difficuliy agreed to nccept of
fifteen thousand rupees und quitted the rosm when Futtichund advised the vu-
queal 1o be eavy for two or thres days, o that they ure in hopes it will be necam-
modnted for lass” A few doyvs afterwands Faleh Chand somt for the vokil and

114 “ Appropriuto to the nossion' !
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acquainted lim that be lad redueed Talji's demund to Ta. 10,000 and advised
liird at (he same tire to Bnish the alfair promising to procurs o full discharge
trom Lalji for his claim upon the Company. So the English st Usssimbazar
wrale " it appearing to {hewm that it will be impossible to make any further re-
duction they thought proper to direct the vacqueel to finish the affair which will
cost in ell about twelve thousand rupees, thut is, ten thousand to Lolgeesaw und
two thonsand to some of his frisnds whom we are under an ahsolute necassity Lo
oblige for their interest an this peeasinn, 18

During the government of Shuja-ud-denla the English continued to com-
pain that Fafel Chand would suifer ng ene 6 buy sflver but himsel! and that
he fized the price of silver nnd rupess ns he thought proper. In 1736 an order
was issued by the Oovernment reducing the value of Madras and Arcot rupesd
which the English and French used in thoir tronsaclions with Indian mer-
ohants and Fateh Chand was regarded vs * the ehiof promoter of this order'112
It seomu that the revenues of the Morshidobad mind hod fallon off greatly ot
thie time and, acoording to Fatal Chand, this was owing fo thi fact thiat the
English were importing less bullion {han formerly and sending more of what
they dild import to Paton.  Therefore ho ésems to have arguel s—Distunrage
(e use of foreipn money and the resuli will be that the European nations will
impart more bullion o be coined into Murshidabad rupess and the mint will
fourish ngain, '

Tt as certainly troe that the English at Cassimbezur reported to the Coun-
oil at Uslouttn that tle best method of inducing Fateh Chand to suppart them
in the efforts they wore making to get the order ressinded was 10 sell Liim o iian-
tity of bullion. Fifty chests of tressure wore, nocoridingly, sent to Cossim-
bazar and mm the 28tk December, 1736, the Fnglish at Cassimbazar wrowe © they
sent the vaogueel 10 offer Futlichund (he silver they kind then received and ot
the same tine to intercede with him forhis inteves\ to get the great loss of batty
on Madros rupees takon off, who repliod as fallows; L could not at present take
our ailver but desived we would keep it a litils while in the factory and he would
lot us kmow when it suited his convenisncy, As o tho hatta of Madrns
rupees he said it waa not u proper time {o spply to the Nuwab to have if taken
aff immedistely hui he hoped to effect it in s month ond withal sent them word
not to bo uneasy for that i in the inferim they sliould have occasions for
four or five lusck of rupeas for the Compuny’s use he wounld odvanes it for &
month or two without interest™ .

The English merchants al Casimbazar fornd out later that twolve of the

M8 Conmultations, 1hth Augnst, 1734: 20N Fo s 1T37; 1tk March, 1757; 16th
April, 1737, ' -
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chests were filled with Madras rupees ‘aund ne they had represented to Fateh
Chand that they were all Fall of bullion this cnused them some unxisty fur they
wrote * though he (Fateh Chand) seems inelinable at present ty be our frivd
they are apprehensive should he find {hen short i the quantity of silver it may
make him think they huve fmposed upon him and of eourse disgust him, which
as affairs aow stand may be sttended with ill consequence and they must request
us tosend ms mueh bullion ss will make np the full quantity”  The Couneil 4t
Ualentts had no more hullion but seat to Madras for a supply!® and in April
1737 twelve more chests arrived al Cassimboznr.  Meanwhile in Febyuary the
bullion at Cassimbazar liand been sold 10 Fateh Chand “ who allowed 2067 for
240) sigen weight the new Pillar Dollurs and the Mexivo sf 206,715

In May 1737 (he Company sold 23 chests of tressure to Fateh Chand!=
but later in the year there was again " no appearnnee of business m the Mint "5
The decrease in the revenue woe so serions that the Diwan Rai Alam Chand was
Tooking into the matter, Ho eallad the English wakil to him in private and
asked him to prooure a roturn of the smgunt of bullion imported by the Eaglish
in the last years of e government of Murshid Kuli Khan ond aleo doring the
period 1754 to 1736 and the amownt of thie that had been semi to Patna.  The
vakil tried to evade the request wnl, nding this unsoocessful, urged the danger
of offending Fateh Chand. Rai Alam Chand replind ihst be wonld take cave
the English recoived no injury and would convince Fatel Chand that they were
torced to onmply with his request, * Futtichund likewise met the Vaogueel
and told Lim, lie knew tie tecessity we were under of obliging Allumoliund anid
advised him by all means to dy it."12%  The nepounts were cent fn Beplember and
the Diwan seemed well pleased with them.

Somo of these fneidents wonld lead ome to suspect thal un intrigue wes go-.
ing on behind ihe scenes wimed 41 Futeh Chand’s monopoly of the mint.  As far
back as April when the English vakil went to-see Futeh Chand in oonnestion
with Lalji's aftair uod took the opportunity ol mentioning the loss the Lnglish
were suffering from the order relating to Madrae rupees * Futtichund told hin,
thit it affected himsell as much us suybody amd thut the order was driginally
levolled at him by the means of Chainray, Allumelinml’s Diwan (%) who repre-
sénted there wae a great deficisncy in the revenue of thie Mint necasioned by the
wint of bullion to coin and thet ke (Futtichund) had made several atlempls (o
get the nrder revoked but in vain, it it must be o work of time and it would

Corsultation, 1s January, 173637
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bo our best wey nol to stir in (.12 Perhape the olue to the puszle is to be
found in the fact that at the end of tie yeur the French kil sucossdedl in obluin-
g & promise ol 4 sanal for \he use of the mint at o cpst of Rs: 60,000 and by
s doing had inourred the bitter enmity of Jogat Seth 1256 |

All through 1707 the Engiish were trying to get (he order remaved but so
far were they from oblaining any stceess that a duty was imposed on all Mad-
ts and Arcot rupees coming into Bengal. They considersd the French TespOn-
sible for the issue of Liis oxder as they had been importing a large quantity of
Arcot rupees inth Bengal. Their utmost endeavour,” the Chisf end Couneil
nt Cassimbaznr wrote lu Uctober,  hiave nol Leen wanifing to get the order for
laying un wdditional batta on Mudras Tupees suppressid, boing sensible Low
greal an encroschment it i on our Honble Masters' phirmaund, but that prder
Arcol rupees into Beagal.  “Their abmost endesvour,” the Clief sl Counedl
wy ) it seemns impracticable 1o do any thinge in (e sffair Gl they have accommo-
daled their disputes in regard to the Aroot rpees they have imported on all of
whiok the Government demaond evstom o be immedistely paid notwithstunding
Hiey are eoined i ome of the King's mints 127 The Frensh clesred thair ripeas
of oustoms in December and in the sune month obluined & profise of o sanad for
eoming their Arcot rupess ul Murshidabnd mint as has been already stated.

Meanwhile in September 1787 the Tnding mereliants trading with the Eng-
lish had complaived that Tagat Seth would take Murshidahad siceas only in
puyment of the money they had borrowed from him or i they repaid their lonns
i other kinds of tupees fhey were acoeptad at n heavy discount with o conse-
quent proportionate los to Uiem®28 gnd so when the Tuglish informed them in
Mareh 1738 that they expested theny (o take 5 part of the sum due to them in
Alsltws rupess the merchants objeoted stating that * they shoulil be great suffer-
wrs in it far thie Government woulil oblige them to pay a daty of two nod a half
percont. mud they shouli be at o forther loss in prtting thom ol “Tpon this,"
wrote the Chiof and Couneil at Cassimbagir, * we dirseted the broker to wait on
Futtiohund anid sequint him with this hurdship and to salieit his i bores) for
the eurrenty of thew again.  Ho told the broker the Fronch had heen the sole
ceeagion of onr complaint by ngresing to poy o eustom on Madros and Arest
rupees, that it was not in his power to be of uny service to us he  himself oot
being exempted from this custom hut thst ks was willing to take them ol (ke
rule of 100} Mudras rupees for 100 siceas shich was halt per eent. more than we

125 Csmulintion, lith Apell, 1727
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could put them off for anywhere else.” Even then the Engliah wonld huave in-
purred o loss and so the Madves rupees were returned to Caleutta 13

Therenpon the President wrole on arzdast to the Nawab declsring that the
Lindrange placed on the currency of their Madras rupees was an infringement
of one of the prineipal articles nf the furman granted by the Emperor Parrukh-
sivard®  The aredast was senl 1o Cassimbozar to be delivered to the Nawab
biut the Campany's servants at that place, before delivering it, thought is neces-
sary to sound Ral Alam Chand and Fateh Chand on the matter!3l  Fateh
Chand promised his assistance but was doubtfol whether the arzdast would do
any good.1®  This proved true for when it was delivered to the Nawab through
Fatoh Chand and Hai Alam Chand the Chief and Couneil st Cassimbazar re-
ported on the 19th April 1738 “ the answer s our request cannot be granted, the
duty on fireign rupees having boen ordersil from Court on necount of the great
deficiences in the revenues of the mint and that it affected all the merchants in
the country in common with os. "5

Mhe yeoords eonlain seversl referenres (b commercin] transactions between
the Company and Jagat Seth during the government of Shuja-ud-daula,  On
ihe 22nd May 1752 the Couneil resolved to procurs a letter of eredit for
Rs. 150,000 uvn Jogat Soth's faotors st Patua for the benefit of their servants
{here 13 O Lhe 15tk December 1732 tlie English st Cassimbazar were order-
el to give Jagut Seth the proforence when they borrowed money in fature and
{liese orders ware repested in 1750055 Ou the 3rd March the Company's ser-
vants ot Cagsimbasar wrote that “They have taken up two hunidred thousand
rupoes of Futtichund to earry on theit business and shall give him the prefer-
enre ns we direst by horrowing what more they shull Lave ocpasion lfor of
i 1% On the 14h June the Comneil reveived a lettor from Cassimbamr
“inelosing u Bill of Exchange of Futtichund for two hundred and forty thousaad
sincas which is nocepted” and on the 2nd March, 1738, the Company's servunts at
Cassimbazar borrowed Bs. 150,000137  On Lhe 1611 November 1738 o transac-
tion of a different nature is recorded. ** Futtichund by his Gomastah desires we
will let him have sixty six pieces of red brondeloth and sixty six pieces of green
ditta and we not having sufficient in the warehouse of ye popinjay.

125 Coumultunion, 2ud March, 175738,
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** Agreed that we write to the gentlimen at Patna to deliver to his Gomastah
there seven bales of the green brosdeloth anil to debit Acoount Current Unleutta
oy \he same st fitty rupees peér piece he heing to accomnt with us for the
amount."13  The Company’s sexvante ut Patnn declared thet Tagat Seth’s go-
wistali trifled with them wntil the broadeloth hmd been disposed of to better ad-
vantage elsewhered® * They are sorry,” they wrote on the 27th Februnry
1730, * Fuitichund was disappointed in the broad-eloth but it wes entirely his
gomastab’s fault nod as affaire stand perhaps Furtichund may not be displeased
at L7140 This is perhaps anallusion 16 (he lust illness of the Nawab whose
death was reported to the Commell at Calentta in a lettor from Cossimbazar dited
the 13th Mareh, 1730:141

Shuju-ud-duula wae Nawob of Bengal for about twelve years. On Lis
deathbed he recognised Lis son, Sarfarns Khun, na liis successar, earnestly ex-
horting to place kis confidence in Haji Akmud, the Rai Raian Alam Chand and
Jugat Seth Foteh Chand ns e Limself hnd done 182

Without presenting Shuju-ud-dauls as a fauliless character historians agree
in praising him for his benignity of femper, bis liberality, and impartial distri-
bution of justice. He waus no respecter of persons, * the fearhil sparrow cerliin
of Ruding in his bosom & shelter against the howk’s pursuit, flew towards him
with a perfect reliance on his goodness 145 Tn the midst of Makestts invasions
and the convulsions which followed men Jouked back to bis time ns n golden age
when Bengal really merited the title of * Parsdise of Proviness ™ whiels it had
received in former times, But it is equally true that Nawsh Shujr-nd-daula
wits fond of ease and pleasure. 1t was npon his Council rather than upon him
that the real burden of the government lay!34 gnd the testimony of historians to
thie general prosperity of the proviuce is also o testimony 1o the weriis and whi-
lities of Haji Ahmad, the Ttoi Rajan Alam Chand and Jagat Seth Fatelh Chand.

L1
Sarfaraz Eban became Nawnb without opposition at the begimuing of
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March, 1739 and, paying beed to the last injunstion of his father, chose us Lis
chief winisters Haji Ahmwd, the Rai Ramn Alam Chond and Jagat Seth
Fateh-hand—the three men to whom bl been entristed the absolule alluinis-
tration of affais under the late governmen(.

Dark disys had descended npon the Mughal Ewmpire. Nadir 8hal, the Pey-
siun King, hiul sacked Dellii and the Bmperor was-hiz eaptive. Before the end
uf Mureh Sarfuras Ehno seceivid onders from Delli to proclaim Nadip Shah
Emperor at Murshidabsd, to coin rupees in his name, snd to keep the province
quiet until the receipt of further orders 145

So'the first rupees of Barfaraz Kbhan were coined with the name of Nwlir
Sliuh inseribed upon them as (he reigning Emperor. Under ordinary eircuins-
tances these rupees would have been superior m value to any passing current in
Bengul but in thess unsetiled tines the Nudir Shali mpoes at once fell to the
level of Arcot rupess which were inferior in valus to Madras rupees.  Men who
Nl thomy ware anxious (o get 1id of thew and so when the Englial merchants at
Cnssimbazar went to Fateh Chand for money he refused to lend any unless they
woull tike Nudir Shuly ropees whereupon the Couneil at Caloutta directed them
to borrow alsewhers, * We cunnot think it proper,” they wrote, * b take Sha
Naodar's Siceas at the rate Futtichumd offers them 1he loss being so very comsi-
derahle,'" 116

When, ut the end of May, tidings came to Murshidabad that the Persian
King knd lefi Delhi and was refutning o his own comntry the Government or-
dered the Nadir Shab scale 1o be hroken and new ones fo be made 1 he
numie of the old Emperor, Mulummad Shalc 197 Japat Seth, however, does ot
appear to have got rid of all his Nadir Sholi ropess at the end of July for on
the 30Uk, when the Conneil wished to send bills of exchange for 10,000 sicea
rupees (o Duooa and applied to Jagat Seth’s gomsstah in Caleutta for the monoy,
the gomastal inlormed the Conneil that e coulil not give them bills for the
now siceas of Muhsmmod Bhal without particular orders frot his principals at
Murshidahad The gomastah wrote to Murshidabad sod o favourable enswer
wue received from thence for we find in the records ander date the 3rd August
that = Futtichund’s gomastab Inid before 1he Bourd o Bill of Exchange on his
lhouse ot Daces for mne bundred thousand sicen rupees of the twenty second year
dated the 1st instant and payable tweniy one doys sfter date to the Uhief &ca
Couneil there.  Agreed that we immediately inclose it fo the Genllemen at
Daoca for the supply of their factory and that we give a note at interest for the
same to Fittichund payuble to him or ovder upon demand.”  On the 61k Decen-

145. Bengal Conanliation, 2nd April, 1738,
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ber "' Futtichund's Gomsstab demsnding payment of our note to him for one
hiundred thousand ropees with the mterest dup thereon and desiving that part
al it may be paid in bullion Agreed that the President do pay the samoe and that
five chests of bullion be delivered out of the Treasury towards discharging it in
theé manper Futfichund desites,"158

Un the 24tk March, 1740 the merchants at Dacca were wrain oalling for
money sud the Canneil at Caleutta resolvnd 1o buersw twn lakhs to supply their
own wints and thoss of the factory at Dacea. In accordance with this resolu-
tion they plaes on redonl under date the Tih April * We fook up st interest of
Juggutseat Futtichunl Anunchund one hundred twenty one: thousand sicea
ripees (sicea rupees 121.000) aud guve our note for the same dated the 5th ins-
tant the money being then received into cash puyable on demsnd with ono per
cent. per mensom premigm (hereon which sum campletes the two laaok agreed
to he taken upat interest.”  In the previons yenr the factory at Patna also had
borrowed s 25,000 of Jagat Betk's agront and given a bill of exchange drown
o he President and Council o) Calouttn anid * payable forty days after date to
Juggut Sent Futtichund Ananchund or order in Calouita.”  The bill wus pail
op the 30k Tyly, 149

During the last years of Shuja-ud-daula’s government Haji Alimad, whose
Lrother, Alivanil Khan, had wmade himself independent Nawah of Behar, hod
grown more wnd mare powerful at Murshidobad and bad usad his power to ex-
tort money fromy the English. 116 was now Sarfaraz Khan's “ Prime Minister
ntl great favourite "1 gnd continued his atfempts to extort money from the
English. Tn May 1738 he demanded a large sum on the excuse that the Fng-
lish required % new farman to legalise thioir trade in Bengal. The Company’s
servants ut Usssimbozar used \lieir best endeavours to induce Haji Ahmad to
lower his dentand “ and got Futtichund to make him 2 visit who said as much
ne ho conld ou our belialf which was of groat servies nnd made Hodjeo eome
down to ten thousanl tupees which Futtichund noquainted them of anil advised
them to make up ihe offair directly since o delay would only disgust Hudjee the
mor and make Lim gel the Nabob ta frouble ns. .H.luljw also told their vu-
fuieel that if they dill not make up the affsir mumedistely be would raise his de-
mands.”  The Cowpuny, therefore, ihought it advisable to pay this sum.15!

In October 15439 Haji Ahmul notified to the three European oations in
Bengal that Sarfurar Khon Lnd been confirmed Nuwab of the thres provinees
nil expected the vivlimary present from them on the cecasion, The English

143 Bengal Consultations, Jh July, 17585 Zd Angu, 1739 ; 6ty December; 175,
3. Bergnl Coealiations Tulh June, 1730, 306, July, 173

150 Bengal Consoliationd, Lish May, 1735

151 Bmgs! Comaniigumne, Teh June: 1730,
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proposed to give the Nawab the same amount they lind given his father but
Haji Abmad pointed out that the Nawab lisd been put lo grenl expensé in hir-
iug forves to keep the country quiet und as they had reuped the benefil of this
he expected them to bear o proportion of the expense by muking their present
lamrer, Rs. 10,000 was the sum demanded with presents m addition for the
Diwan and cther officers. Besides this s visil was due from the new ehicf of
the Cassimbazur faclory and this mount o further present. * They have
been endeavouring some timo to reduce these demands,” the English at Cassin-
bagar wrole on the 14th February, 1740, “ hut have not been able to do if w0
bope we will permit them to finish 1t se Futtichund and Allumohund advise
them to make the visit divectly,” The Couneil at Caleutta authorised them to
nrrange for the present and visit to the Nawab on the terms mentionnd if they
could nol reduce them lawer and on the 2nd March Mr. Eyre, the new chief af
Cassimbazur, visited the Nawah.152

For more than & month after this the letters from Cassimbazar desl sole-
Ly with the price of silk and uther details of {he Company's trade and  then,
without a word of warning, without s word of explanation of the reasons for ii,
we find that a revolution is in progress,  Alivardi Khun has invaded Bengul and
arnived ot Mongbyr. Turning to the Persinn historians we learn that discord
had arisen between the Nawal sl lis ministers with the resuli that withis
fitieen months after the accession of Sarfaraz Khun the semi-regal viceroyalty
of Bengal had passed from the house of Murshid Kuli Klay for ever.

1.

The main facts in conuection with this revolution are sufficiently clear,
Haji Almad, the Roi Raton Alow Chand and Jagat Seih Fotel Chond eallad
in Alivanli Khan from Bebar.  Alivardi Khnn isvaded Bengal, Sarfaraz Khan
wus killed i the battle that followed snd Alivardl Khan beeame Nowalh,  Dut
difficulties arise s won as we atlempt (0 get o clear idea of the causes of the
revolution and the motives of the chief sctors in it Even the actusl progress
of events is rendered perplexing by conflivting authorities. The charmcter of
Barfaraz Khan is the subject of the most irreconcilable statements. Accord-
ing to some historions he was 0 ruler nol ualike our own Edward the Confes-
war, pocanling to others he was o hardened debauchee, A consideration of this
mattor will illustrote the difficulties confeonting w writer who has to deal wifl
this petiod of the history of Bengal wnid will, ot the same time, have a direct
bearing on the story of the life of Futel Chand, for Sarfaras Khan was alleged
to have brought dishonour on his family. ¥ Sarfaras Khan was o man of un-
blemisbed mornl churacter we shiall be disposed 1o diseradit the charge. Tf, on

1522 Rega) Consultstions, 15th Februnry, 175040; fth March, 1739.90.
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the other hand, we come to the conclusiog that Sarfane Klun was o ml.u_nn.ll.
in spnsuality we shall be disposed to oredit it

According to the Seir Mutagherin Serfarsz Ehun “ proved to be only s
piots mun addieted to the practicss of devolion, nnd extremely regalar in Lis
stuted prayers, o fusted three full months besides the blessed month of the
Ramavan, and was serupulons in the diseharge o! the several duties preseribud
thronghout the year; but st the sxme time he proved greatly doficient in the
keenness of discornment, snd that extenl of wind, so indispensably necessary
in & sovereign Prince: his soul wholly engrossed by those little practices of re-
ligiom, did wot pay & sufficient sttention to the affairs of stute, und did vot resch
ta those niceties and those qualifications so necessary in a man of his slation
and rank"155  Bo might some sarcastio thone of Earl Godwin Lave spoken of
Edward  the Confessor. The Riyozu-salatin  says  that  Sarfarne
Khan * couseerdled hie life to winnisg the besris' of peopls and
nlso svught for help and blessings from sdinle and hermits 8 Fusuff Al
Khan, who strove to show that iv was necessity and sslf-defenee that foreed Ali-
vardi Khan to depose Sarfarse Khsn says ¥ Sarfarag Khan was o prince of ex-
emplary virtue: for though he possessed every ineitement to voluptuousness in
adifition to the pesson of youth, yet he wis nol ndidicted to sensnal enjoyments &
unid during his short government, in the conrse of which I was constantly with
Lim, 1 never belield in his conduel even o tendency (owands n wicious setion.
But, alas! le was ignomnt of the urts of poliny, and pessessed not sn addrese

or manvers to conellinte the worldl, s (hat he beaamne s prey by the mackinations
of his enemies," 155

Sarfarns Khan had a very different repulation nmeng the servants of the
Fawt Todio Compuny,  According to Holwell * Independinit power auly in-
cragsed the bad qualities, which had already taken oo deep possession of Sufi-
ruez Klian 1 lis exonsses in spjﬁj.unm.liqm anil wnmen, ware heyoml controul
and example; his insnlence and impotoosity of temper bocame tolerable to all
about him; his prineipal officers were trented with insults und indignities, 186
Herafton declares that Sarfaraz Ehan “ indulged in excessive f.lébmmlury even
to that degree ns to disorder his faculties, soon rendired himsell odions to lis
people, and lost the ulfoctions of those who might lisve stpported him.'"157
Orme saye that he was “n mmn of mesn shilities, and governed only by Lis

Seir Motugurrin, Vol T, p 352

p. 985

Quoted in Scolt’s Histery of Dekkan 1o (4708), Vol 11, p. 315
Holwell's laterssiing Historical Bventa (1776), Pans 1, p. 78
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vices™ His profligacy  increased with the weans of indulgence: and his de-
haucheries went o @ excess that disordered his understanding. 15

There is one serap of evidence which, af first sight | seame 1o support the
unfavourable view of the character of Sarfaros Khan. He possessed enormaus
wealth—the sooumulated hounds of his father bnd grandfather. All of this
wae seized by Alivardi Khsn. But some of the possessions of Surfaraz Kl
lind uo altraction for Alivardi Khan, The latter priffed himself on the fact
that he had only ane wife and was faithiol to ber,  Accardingly * Haji Abuuwl
and hig sons mued relitions possessod themselves of Sarfarse Khan's fifteen hun-
dred pretty female dependants and slaves 158 Tt wonll, however, be unjust Lo
disoredii the testimony of Evsuff Ali Khan on this evidence.  All writers agres
that Sarfaraz Khan's father was s soluptuory.  Holwell asserts thal Iuji Al-
el vensacked the provinces to obtain for liis master, regardless of cost, the
most heantiful women thai conld be procured, and never nppieered al the Na-
waly's evening leves = without something of this kind in his hand. 160 (h-
viotsly among the pesessions that Shuja-ud-dauls left o his son wos o huge
seraplio. The author of the Riyesu-s-salatin, from whom the ahove quotation
has benn msde, probalily intended to convey this view for lie expressly states
that the treasures which Alivardi Khan confisoated wem the hoanls of past Na-
zims.  Otherwise be has beén guilty of sirange lorgetfulness. (e of his au-
thorilies was nn snonymons Persian bistoriam who had written o history of Ben-
gnl ut the wish of Governor Vansittart, A few poges before he hind followed
this authority very clasely—troquently using the sume worly—ap to the point
where he found the story that Sprfsrar Khan had a harem of 1500 women 1n
whose company he spent his time to the total negleet of all alluirs  Iere he
atopped short, rejected the words of his aunthority, ond subsiituted the stule-
ment quoted om n proceding page 161

As there is no pasibility of reconciling the irreconcilublews have to clivuse
between he two opposite views of the character of Surfurus Khan. On e
side Busuff A Khan spoaks from personul knowledge, The author of the Seir

158  Orme, History of the Milikiry Transsctions of the Beithl Nation o Hadostan (17780,
Vol I.I" P L 8

150,  Riyseo-e-salatim, p. 32,

160, Ioteresting Hlsterical Events, Part I, p. 65

161, Sarfarss Khen * comsseratod his life % winuing the bearis of people, e
A mammeript copy of the hisiory of the anonymoos Pessinn bistorion s In the possessdon of
Khondkar ¥asl Robbee, Ehan Baladar, Diwan b0 the Nawah Bahadue of  Muershidabad,
The Khan Pahailnr compered this with (he Pessiun Text of the Hiyasu-smintid with the
rexnll stated sbove T was guile oheloud that the sothor of the Riyasu-ssalstin dad deli-
bevstely rejacted the snoiymous writer's aiutement Vapsitlurt became Govarnor in Augast,

3780,
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Mutaqherin was aleo jn an exceptional position to learn the truth.  Hiy mother
was & relation o Alivandi Khau and his father hold an important post in his
service.  Ile himself wus intimately acquuinted with ul] {lie promineut men of
the time. Tf we suy that the furmer is giiilty of deliberate falsehood and the
lutter of suppressing the truth we are led into this position—thut two apoly-
gists of Alivardi Khun dellberntely and fulssly wookened their case by praising
Alivanti Khan's aidverssry.  Om the other side wn Live Urme who wrole at
Madras and obtained Lie information about Bengal from correspondents
Sevubton arrived in Bengal some years after the death of Sarfarss Khat anil
epent the parly yeors of his service at Daces. Holwall stales that he was
weslern Bengal s enrly s 1733 and wrote the first deaft of Tis history in
175022 lia testimony would fsve great weight if it could be relied on but
unfortunntely we can never be stire when he is telling the truth, The Bengyl
Conmiltations contuin nothing derogutery 10 fhe chnrnelir of Sarfaran Khan
ond contain the positive fact that the Company's servants mude grest effaris
b6 seenre his friendship.

This leads us tv the story in connestion with which it wis nocessary to ilis-
euss the charanter of Sacfarns Khnn. Tt waue said that Fateh Chand became &
biller encmy uf Sarfuraz Khan on account of s wantos outruge committeed by
the latter on the hinour of bis Fanily. The story will be found in the pages
of Orme wnd Serafton.  Jomathan Scott, a coptain in (ke East Tndia Company's
wervice nnd Persian secretary to Warren Hustings, who sppended a history af
Bongol from the acvession of Alivandi Khan to the year 1780 to his trunslation
o Ferishta, etates iu u fooluote (hat Lig baid beard tha story but waes unable to
gay whether it was true as be had aleo heard it contradioted by many persons. 168
Holwell has told the story with o woalth of detail, the offspring of his own fun-
giuation, whieli we lo not find in other writers. This &y hiis story : 163

“ A Few months after Suffrasz Klan oame 1o the governmont, he thraw o
lisgrace on Futtusl Chand's house, which laid the foundation of his precipi-
tule fall. The fact, though well-knuown {o a fow, was unly whispered, oul of
respeot to the power and credif of tlisl family, which bad maintnined, even from
the reign of Auring Zebe, a charaoter of distinguished considerntion. , , . - .

" He had about this time married his youngest grandeon,65 named Sesl
Mortah Ttoy, 1o & voung cresture of exquisite boauty; sged about eloven Fears,
The fame of her heauty coniing to the ears of ke Soubah, hie burned witl e
viosity und lust for the possession of her; and sending for Jaggaut Seet, demand-

182, Intevesiing iimarion] Evenis, Part T, P 13, 14 {note), 67,

163, Seott’s Hatory of Diekkan, sie. Vol [T, p 36

168 Indermding Historionl Evenm, Park L pp. 7571,

165 Fuseh Chend bad two. grandsons. Mabtak Bal sy the sldor of the two,



THE HOUSE OF JAGATSETH. 185

o sight of her;—The old tnnn (then complete fourscore)!® hegged and inlreat-
wd thit the Soubsh woull not stain the honour and eredit of his house: nor loal
liia last daye with shame; by persisting in a demund which Le koow the prinei-
ples of his cast, forbid a vompliance witl.

* Naither the tewrs nor remonstrances of the ol man had uny weight on the
Soubali; who growing oufrageous at the refusal, ordered; in his presenice, his
hotuse to be immedintely surrounded with a bhody of lorse; and
gwore on the Khoran, that if he complied in sending his grand-daughter, that
ke wight only see her, he would instantly return her without any injury.

“ The Seet reduced to this extremity, snd judging from the Soubuh’s known
impetuosity, that Lis persisting Ionger iu a denial woull only make his dis-
grace more public, st last consented; and the young creature was curried with
the greatest secrecy in the night to visit him. She was returned the same
night; and we will suppose (for the honour of that house) uninjured. Be this
as it may, the violenee was of too delicate u nature, to permit any futore com-
merve between her and her husband. _

“ The indignity was never forgiven by Jaggaut Seet: and that whole power-
ful family, consequently, beosuse inveterale, tho” concealed enemies lo the
Soubah.™

The ohjections to the story are these. 1t ia not mentioned by the Indian his-
{arians, indeed the Seir Mutaguerin stutes that, for » time, Serfarnz Khan
molested neither Fateh Chand nor even Huji Alomad. [t 38 repudinted by the
Seth family, It is not necessary us an wsplination of the fact (hat Jogat Seth
Yuteh Chand was hostile to Barfarsz Khan. It was contradicted by muany
pirsona sy early nas the time of Warren Hastings. Lastly, if o case has been
established for accepting the character of Sarfarax Khan s presented by Indian
historinns, the story must be rejected alingether. Tn spite of the elaborate
narration of Molwell, future writers on this period of the history of Bengal
will do well to follow Seott’s example and relegate the story to a footnote. [t
would be still better ta reject it allogether.

By this time the render must be feeling irmtated at the disparsging re-
marks that bave been made in the pourse of this chapter against Mr. Holwell
and his irritation will pass imto strong condemuation unless some justification
for them is given, The writer, too, ks o duty to perform which he has defer-
red 1o the present moment: He has (o defend Tagat Seth Fateh Chand against
the charge of forgoing a fsrman—a charge which Holwell lone, unsupported by
evidence, has brought ngainst him. The defence will be, and if is the only

166. A twiurh of Holwell's imasginathm Tos fumily pecords slite that Falell Chand
was 4 Loy when b was adopted by Manik Chand in 1700. Aceording o Holwell's Btatement
e was 3 mun of over 80 shen adepiml
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possible defence under the circumstances, that as o historian Holwell is ubso.
lutely untrustworthy and ss a man his word woulil not be taken in any eourk
of law unless corroborated by the strongest evidence,
8.

fohn Zephaniah Holwell has received the eulogy of modern writers for
hie gullunt defence of Culeutta in 1756 stter the desertion of Governor Drske
nnd his chief officers. He was the principal survivor of the Black Iole tragedy
und wrote a narrative of his sufferings. When Clive Joft Indin in February
1760 Holwell succeeded him ns Governor of Calontta but in Augusi was super-
eeded by Vansittart. Tlis great nebicvement us Governor was to work up w
cuse, 0w mosl unserupulons manner; sgainst Nawab Mir Jafar, Tle gained
Governor Vansittart over ta hiz views and in Oectober 1760 Alir Jafar wos
deposed {0 the grest indignation of seven gentlemen of the Counell, whn
strongly protested against the mensure and psserted thut if the President hu
consulted the whale Couneil lie measure would have been rejected by » major-
ity 187 He was a mon of great shility whiel ke psed unserupulously to
kpcitre bis owy ends.  Clive condemns him in the strongest terms. ** AMr. Hol-
well is n spacions snd sensible man,” be wyote, * but from what I have haund
and observod myself 1 cannot be persunded ho will ever muke nse of his abilities
for the good of the Compuny."198 Tie trembled to think of the futal conse.
fuences if he wero suceceded by such a mercénary man. * M. bas tal-
ents, but T fear wants n henri, therefore unfii 1o preside where inbogrity ns
well na capacity are equally essontinl 160 Ti weorns ungenerons to sdd that
when Siraj-ad-dauln besieged Caleutta Holwell would have run away with (he
othars 1f he had been able, DBut (he statement wus made at the time. Ives
mentions it withont disapprovall® and Clive balioved it T am well in
farmed,” he said, *there is wo merit due lo hin foi staying behind in the
fort, nothing hul the want of o boat prevented his escape and flight with the
reat 1171

To qualify Limesll to write on the history of Indin Holwell " stadiously
perused all that hus been written of the empire of Indostan, both as ta its
oncient a8 well ns more modeen state: s also the varions acoounts transmitied
e us, by anthors in almost all ages (from Arvian, down to the Abbe de
Guyon| concerning the Tlindeas, and (he religions tenets of the Brahmins”

167, Molwell, Tnidis Toacts {1774}, p. 170

168 Clive o William Sabbot 2 Jamuary, 757, (Hill's Bangal in 1756-6%, Vel 11, p, 108),
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He proceeds “ 1o pronounce them afl very defeotive. fallacions, and unsatisfuc-
tury 10 an inguisitive searcher adter trutl"1  Holwell may hove been right,
for all lils reading did not save him from muking the slementary blunder of
declaring (hat Prinee Nicosir, n prefendeér (o the Empire in 1719, was the sou
of the great Akbar who died in 160517 [f Holwell is correot in his history
of the Mughal Fwpire from the destl of Aurungeeb to Mubmmmad Shah
thet Elphinetone's History of India nseds revision for that period; If the
Seir Mutnglierin approximates to histary then Holwell's aeeaint of the Trans-
actions in Bengal from 1717 to 17560 iz romance. Mo relate all the instances
in which they differ el to say thet the former is fght and the lutter wrong
would serve no good purpose, But if Holwell deals with the affairs of the
Company during that period and fs wreong i his faots, if further, lie ghows
an iguoranes of the greates! event in the history of the Company in Bengal
between the founding of Uslenita and its capture by Siraj-ud-dauls which
woulil Lave disgraced the youngest writer in the Company's serviee than we can
al onpe dismiss los clouns to be an authority on the history of the country
government,

The only reference of importancs made by Haolwell in his history to the
affairs- of the Compony ie this. Shoja-wlddsuls * made sundry regnlations
tespecting the trade of the provinees, both mland und foreign; casting his
eyes particularly oo the Kuropssne; and altentive that they should wol
clindestinely partake ol greator immunities and advantuges, than the terms
of 1heir Phirmaunds or grants, guve them u title o, To this ewd, Lis en-
creused] the number of Cliowkees (or places for thé receipts of onstams) to
twenty, upon the seversl rivers; whereas, before liis government, theve wers
anly two; Boxsh Bundar, and Arimgusge ™1 Twy Indinn historians of
Bengal have copied this statement into their books.

In reality une of the great grievances of the English sgainst Murshid
Kuli Khon wne the extortions they were subjected to by {hese chaukis. In
1708 Governor Pitt of Mudras compleineil (0 a high ufficer of the Emperor
Bahadur Shah of the great abuses and obstruotions to the Company’s trade "u
Bengal, partionlarly in bringing goods from Patno, Daces, Rajuiahal, Malda
and Cassimbaxar *“every little Governonr having erccted all along Ye rivers
(howkeys who Exert (sio] Custom and what \ley please, and will pay no
revermnce to ye Royall Authority, In so much that omr Goods on ye boates
are often coming down 6 or 8 Months, s that we Either loose ve Mansoar
to send them on our ships Or they are damoged and Botten before: they

172 Toverestinie Historim] Evonts, Pari T pc B
173 iowresuing Hisoriow! Events, Pars L p. 1. Te was the san of Prince Akbar,
174 Inwrsssing Hinorical Evenws, Pany 1, po 56,
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arrive, 175 o 1715 the Uompany bhad to keep in constant pay 220 men he-
gides officers o provide convoys for their goods becanse ™ Julfer Caun Spobia
of Bengal encourages the interrupting our Affaires und Stopping Our Goods
Ly under Officers and Choukeydars ™ Two brisk engagements had previously
ocourred in 1713, once at the ¥ Chowkey of Terragonmy,” iu which the con-
voy burnt the eliauki down}77 and the other at * Conun Chowkey ™ where the
eonvoy killed between twenty and thirty of the chanks people with the loss
of oue officer killed snd one sollier wounded 3% No one would guess from
Holwell's remarks that, ns fur ss the English were concerned, these chaukis
were not entitled to interfere with the English for under the Ewtperor's fnrman
auil the perwannas of suceessive viceroys they were entitled to trade custom
tree in Bengal, Behar and Urissa upon paying Rs. 3,000 per annum ot Hugli
and the yeul for their setilement st Caleuttn,

But there is worse to come. * The embassy conducted by Jolin Surman
to the court of the emperor Farrukhsivar was the most importast step taken
by the English in Bengal from the foundation of Caleutta by Charnoek to the
conguest of Bengul by Ulive.17 1 Holwell shows, ss he does, gross ignor-
ance with regard to such an event us this, his character s a historian is gone.
Tie writes * When Mr. Surman (head of (he smbassy sent by (hé Company
to the emperor Farrucseer, to solicit the last phirmaund, aud explanstion of
former granis) was on lis return to Fort William, ke pitehed his teuts in the
neighbourhood of Moorshadubad, and having sequired from the Emperor »
title ond rank in the list of Omralis, somothing superior lo that which Jaffier
Ehan (then Stba of Bengal) bore, Mr, Surman expected the first wisit.
Inffier Khan ollowed Mr. Surman's superior title, but considering limsell in
rank the thind Subs of the empire, and Vieeroy of Bengal confirmed from
vourt, thought the dignity of his post demanded the first visit from Mr.
Surman: ftequenl messages passed betwoen them, touching this ceremonial,
for the space of three duys; but uneither stooping, Mr. Surman struek lhis
tents, and returned to Calentta, Thus an injudicicus punctilio in  Mr
Surman destroyed all futare cordiality with & man, on whom (from the nature
und power of his pust) a0 mucly depended, for the due execution of those phir-
mannds granted by Forrneseer."180

Tho whole story i= pure fiction. There is not the alightest reference (o o
single detail of it in Surman’s Disry and other papers, adited by the Inte Dr.

175 Wilsem's Early Ansile of the Egsjﬁh m Fengal, Yol T1, Pant 11, p. 8
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C. R. Wilson and published by the Govérnment of Bengal in 1911, What
makes the whole thing still more extracrdinary is the fuct that Swrman did
not puss by Murshidabad. When Le arrived at the headwalers of the Bhagi-
ratht which flows pust Murshidahad he did oot proceed down that river but
mnide a deionr and went down the Jalangi river, joining the Bhagirathi 3t
Kistnagar snd thus svoiding Murshidebad altogether, There is no possi-
bility of doubt about the matter. (On November 8rd, 1717, Surman arrived
at Rajmohal amd left on the Hth. On the 6th he was opposite Aurungabud,
on the Tth st Murcha, on the 8th at Jalangi, on the fth at Mirgi and on the
10th at Kistnagar,18

But Holwell was not merely an inscourate historian. He was guite cap-
able of inventing the charge he brought against Jagat Seth Fateh Chand anid
in the absence of otlier evidence we have every right to assume that he did so.
The chiaf of the factory at Daocca, the chief and second of the factory wt
(assimbazar, sccused Haolwell of fabricating a speech and ascribing il o
Alisnrdi Elisn. All the evidence we possess is in their favour sud Holwell's
detence ia so lame that it practionily conviets him.12  In 1766 Clive and his
Conmeil considered it their duty fo wequeint the Court of Directors that the
“ horrible massacres with which Holwell had charged Nawab Mir Jafar were
“ eruel wapersions on the charavter of thet Privee ™ snd bad not the leasi
foundation in trath, The persons who, sceording to Holwell, had been pul
to deuth by Mir Jafar * are all now living, except two, who were put to death
by Meeran, without the Nawab's consenl or knowledge. 183

These two facts have attracted the notice of other writers. But what
seents almost incvedible is the pstounding fact that po one appears to have
notived that in the very same volume in which Holwell clinrges Jngat Seth
Fatel Chand with fraud be bimsslf stands convieted ol pregisely the same
fraud. From his own writing this bad man stands revealed ns ome of the
worlil's greal imposters. Tle asserts thal the Jeisure hours of Lis thirty yoars'
residence in Imdia were spent in collenting materials relative to the history
and religion of the mbabituunts of the country. Many eurious Mindy manus-
cripts came into his possession and among them * two very rorrect and valnable
copies of the Gentoo Shastah™18 prooured wilh great lebour and at greal
expense he spent eighteen months in transluting the Sestral85 In one yesr
more Le would have completod the wark but the entastrophe of 1760 inter-
vened and when Caloutts was cuptured ke lost manuseripl and translation.

18L  Wilson's Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Vol TI, Part & pp. BAT, 808,
162, Hill's Bengsl in 1756-57, Wol. I, pp. 15,186, 162, 155, Vol TII, pp. 355, X565, 5T,
168 TLaong's Selections from Unpobiished Rocozds of Governmeny, p. 483,

184, Inoteresting Himorical Events, Forc 1, p. 3

185 Thid
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By an unforeseen and extraordinary svent “thut posaibly I muy heresfier velute”
(ke never does) he recoversd soms of his manuseripts. %6 Hence he wae able
to give to the world an account of what he ealls the * Ubartal Bhade of
Dramah,” the olilest und purest of the wacred writings of the Hindus. In
Holwell's time only three or four families were capable «of reading and eéx-
pounding it from the Sanslkrit charaeter ¥ He obisined his mformation
concerning it mot from ordinary learned Bralimina who, in spite of Lheir
kuowledge of the truth, pandereil lo the corrupl beliefs of the mob, but from
thosa ** whase pority of principle and munsers, und wal for the primitive
doctrines of Bramoh's Bliasiak, sets themy  shove disguising the truth.”"188
Helwell gives an accaunt of the doctrines contained in the * eharish Bhade of
Bramah "% and » translation of the first Yook and i seetion of the second.
This version of the most ancient sagred book of the Hindus will muke Ssnskrit
scholars gasp and stare. But what condemus the whole thing as a eolossal
frawd is the fact that Holwell bos retained some words of the original in his
translotion which he explsing in foolustes and from ihese wonds it appears
that Lis msnuseript of the * chartah Hhade ™ which anly a few Brahmin
families were capuble of reading and expounding from fhe Sunskrit charaoter,
was written in 4 mixture of colloguial Bengali und Hindustanil®—the latter
predominating.  The fourth * sublime book ™ of the * Chartah Bhads”
which " must lie in oblivion, until some one, blessed with opportunity; leisura,
application, and genius, brings them 1o light * was, necording to Holwell,
called by TMindus * Bramah Ka Insoff (insnf) Bhade! or “ Bramsh's Book of
Justipe, 181

Au English reader may, perhaps, appreciate the paint better by an illus-
tration, Lel him imngine whut his feelings would be if a publisher placed

185, Ikid. p 4,

167, Luteresting Hintorical Events, Past 11, 5, 15

168 Towerssting Historical Events, Part 11, 0 and P 2l

108 Imweresting Historical Events, Pare 11, pp 821,

180 He warie hin ustoilation with Abe wordse ' Ood s onn " which sceording o & foor-
note vk & teanelition of 7 ekhommesha " (ok  hameahs?) purs  Hindmstani (Int.  Hist,
Events, Part T1, p. 31}, The cther words of the Suuskeip? original given ln the trumalation
ot n footmots are —debuah (angels) loyue (s peopls, muliitude or ﬁlp\plhnll debitab-Jogun
tihe srgsiic host) p 35, hasmar par hosar, (Vhoassnds wpoti thousands), . &2 Slakak
(suprems besven) onderab (intemse darkumes), p. 441 docussh or’ dusneal (the werld), dommea.
bimelaly | (the worlds or Whe smiverse), boboons lregione or planeta), p 48, gheij {the cow)
ghoijal (cows), goijal barry (o cow-houm), mburd (the common name uf mam, from misris,
mattar or edrth), Jheals (waser, Auid), owmsan (Vbe wir), p. Bi. Jogues (dges), p. 55, perest
hmtwmmmk!_»m&mhmtmhdmhmmmmmam

thought, reflection), p. 104, modos (discord), kytoo {eontusion, sumalt), p. 106, sarjes (the sun),
chundes (the moen), p. 110,

18L Interesting Historical Evinis, Pary i1, 100
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before him & translation of what purported to be o bitherto unknown poem
of Homer snd he found that all the words of the original refained in the text
or expluined by the translator in footnotes were words of modern calloguial
Greek muized with u greater number of Turkish words, Such was the hare-
fuced frand perpetrated by Ilolwall It was for this that Voltaire gave him
grateful thanks 2 This is the man that charged Jogst Sel Fateh Chand
with fabricatmg a farman

Tolwell is populaly known s the historian of the Black Tlole tragedy-
Even liere it is necessary coustantly {0 bear in mind Clive's caution against
Lim sud his companions ™ T would have you guard aguinst everything these
gentletnen ean say,” he said, *“ for, believe nie, they are bad subjecis and
rolten ol heart."185  In the first version that Holwell gave of which there 1s any
roard he declared thst the guards of Simaj-ud-dauls fited inlo the prison
during 1he whole night:1# This statement was soon disearded und ke de-
clared thal the guards * ceased not insnliing us the whole night "8 Tn kis
final elaborate version we are told thatl the prisoners insulted the guards * to
provoke them to fre in apon us"9% The details of whal happenad in that
prison house in the course of the night of the 20th June, 1756, will prohably
sever be known., DBul it is time that [Molwell’s narrative shonld be recog-
nised for what it really is—en ingenions and jmpuident puff of John Zephaniah
Hulwell.

In 1876 Sir Williaw Hunter invluded 1 his " Statistios]l Aeccount of Ben-
gal " a short history of the Seths of Murshidabad founded on materiuls
supplied by the bead of the family. Among these materials was mn ex-
planation of Fateli Chand's alliance with Alivardi Khan,  * Muorshid Kali
Khun had. in the svurse of business, deposited with Manik Uhand a sum of seven
krors of rupees which had never beeu repaid. 'When Serfarag Khan, on his ac-
vession, pressed for payment, Fathi Chand begged for a reasonahle interval for
ils liguidetion, and, in the meanwhile, leagned himsell with Alivardi Khan,
who was already preparing for revolt in Behar."197  No historian mentions an
ineident of this kind and it seems inoredible that Sarfarnz Ehan should have
allowed such a huge sum of money to remain anchallenged in Fateh Chand’s
possession all thesa years. It may be n variant of & story, though alteved al-

162 Quoled by Bustsed In Echoes from Ol Caleutts:

193, Clive ti Pigot, Malealm's Lifs of Clive, Wol, 1, p. 150,

184, Letter from Eykes Bth Tuly, 1756, Hill's Bengal in 175667, Vol I p. &2

105 Tester from Holwell to Coonell, Fort 81 George, 3rd Angusr, 1756, Hill's Bengal,
Vol I, p 16

185, Holwell's Nurrstive

197, Butistical Account of Bengal, Vol. ix, p, 255,
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most beyond recognition, which is given in the Riyamu-s-salatin%®  When
Sarfaras Klian oblained fnformation from bis ewissaries that his three minis-
tors were plotting sgainst him in allinnce with Aliverdi Khan bie determined to
diamiss them Erom their offices, They, bowever, reminded him of their years
of meritorions service, they declared that thero were large outslandings of re-
veuue to be collected, they Linted thot they would meur heavy losses if they
were dismissed al once and roquesiod Sarlatus Khan to postpone their dismissul
until they bad submitted the ounnel balanee sheel which was due in aboul three
months' time.  Surfarsz Khsn allowed himself (6 be duped and the bulanee
sheet, if presented at all, was presentell to Alivardi Ehan. Tt is bhard to believe
thut Sarfarse Khan was bs simple as this, _

I we diseard these stories. the offspring of gossip and rumour, s plain tale
rempins, During his father's lifetime Rarfarne Khun had his own housshuld,
with s own officers, eivil and military.!® To some of these men Sorfarss
Khau hud become greatly sifached. When their ngster became Nawal they
hiad great expectations of power and weulth but their hopes were disappointe
wlien Barfurds Khon, in obeédighes to his falher’s Ll wishes, eonfirmed Taji
Alimsd, the Rai Raian Alam Chand and Tagat Seth Fateh Clumd in office. Thia
was not all.  To the pungs of dissppointed smbition woes adilsl the bitterness
of huulked rovenge,  They had grievunces of long standing sgainst Haji Ahmad
aud when Shuja-ud-dauls died it seemed to them that the time hald coms to pay
off olil searss.  They clamoured against {he sppointmest af tho thres ministers
ani gave Sarfarox Khon no peace until he hod dismissed Haji Ahmad and his
twa friends from office, _

Sarfarsz Khan bod made some powerful enemies. Taji Alimad's sous und
rolutions were governors of distriets aml hin brother Alivandi Ehnn was Gover-
nor of Behar, Sarfaraz Khon's friends saw the danger of leaving so much
power in (he hanils ol the family of the dinmissed minister. They advizsed Sar.
faraz Khan to seize and imprison Haji Ahmad’s sons, But Haji Ahwad had
managed to vanvinee the Nawab that ke harboured no fll-will on account 6f his
dismissal und was ofill nitached to his interests.  He declared that he was weary
of the eares of office nod had, indeed, reason to be thankful 10 1he Nowal who
bad religved him of the burdon and given him the apportunity of spending his
old nge in religions retirement 30 Sarafaraz Klian was completely deceived
sl s said 16 have reduesd his womy st Haji Alimul's instigition. As a sign
of hin u-ij:l:urit! hie dinelosod to thi Almaod ths pmpnsal that had besn mode
to seize fhe latter’s sons.  The only resnlt was ko hurry on the preparstions

108 Riyssussalatbn, po 310
183. Ityaeo-s-eulskin, p. 08
200. Scotl's History of Dakkun, sc, Vol 11, p. R&
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which Haji Ahmad and Alivardi Ehan were making to dethrone Barfaraz Khan
tor Haji Ahmad apprehended that the Nawab might at any time be persunded to
follow the advice of those who ware his real friends. A proposal of Sarfaras
Khan's to marry his eon to o relation of Haji Ahmad was construed ae an insult
1a the family on the ground that the lady was already betrothed to Miran Mal-
wud, better known afterwands as Straj-ud-daula, and when Sarfaraz Ehan inter-
fered in the affzirs of Hehar Alivardi Khan decided on ugtion.

Alivardi Ehan seled vigorously and with the alility which characterised
all liis measures, Ile weote (o court for & farman vonferring on him the govern-
ment of the three provinees with injunctinns to recover Bengal and Orissa from
the hnnds of Sarfaraz Khan, 1Te complained that Sarfarar TWhoy had eoined
money in the name of Nudir Shah, the Persian king who had plundered Delhi
a few months before. and lad had the Khutbah recited aftor his name. What
appealed with greater forte (0 the corrupl nobles &t Delhi was & prownise of a
kror of rupees besides the annual tribute and the wealth of Sarfaraz Khan, He
mustered lis troops on the pretence that be intended o march ngainst o re-
fractory zemindar. When he received favourable news from Delhi he placed
guards on all the roads leading to Murshidabad so thet no news of his move
ments might resoh the capital and after exacting an oath of fidelity from his
afficers he began Lis march, Previously lie k) writien o letter to Jagat Seth
Fateh Chand—his friend as the Seir Mutagherin olls bim on two eccasions——
mforming him of the date oo which lie was setting out for Murshidabad. The
lotter was despatolied by o trusty moan who had orvders (o deliver it on n certain
day whick was pointed out to hiim. This wis the day on whicl Alivardi Khan
reckoned on eapturing the town which guarded the entranos into Bengal. Al
tell rut as he wished. The letier was presented on the day the fortress was cap-
tured  Jagat Seth rvesd the letter and from its date was ahle to calenlate that
Alivardi Khan had entered Bengal and in four or five days would reach Murshi-
dubml.  * With an air ssemingly slarmed, he immediately mounted, and with
mnch omsteruntion in his features, lie presented to Sarfaras Khan the letter
which e had just receival from Alivardy Qhan, whom ke suspected, said he
to be now at Radjeemahal; at the same time bo produced snother letter from
Anly-verdy Qhas to that Prince himself. The purport was this; ** since, after
the muny affronts recoived by my brother Hadji-Almed, attempts have been
made upon the honour and chastity of our family, your servant in order tn save
thut family from farther disgrace, has bean obliged to come so far, but with
no other sentiments than those of fidelity and sulvmission. Your servant Lopes
therefure that Hadji-Abmeil skall receive leave ta come to mo with his family
andl dependenis,"20!

201 Seir MWotaquerin, Vol. L. p. 380
490
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The blow fell npan Sarfarme Khan without warning, He suw that he
had been deceived aul hitterly reprosehed sll wham he suspooted to be Alivar-
di's friends, But words wers of small avail. It wae o time for action, He
summoned an assembly of all s ministers and officers.  The frst question 1o
be decided was whether Haji Ahtnd shonld be dismissed to his hrother ot nol
iHnji Ahmad promised tha if he were allowed to go to his brother e would per-
suwimle him bo seturn (o his government.  Somne believed him, some did not.  The
question was settied by Ghaus Khan, one of the most devoted of Sarfaras Khan's
offieers.  He argued that i wos useless (o imprison an old man,  Thal would
not drive Alivardi Khan back 10 Behar. 1f Haji Ahmod fulfilled his promise
all would be well, if not, it matterad little. If they were rendy und willing o
encomnter Alivardi Khan in battle, they need uoi fear the addition of u single
mon who would neither adid {0, nor detrack from, the strength ol the snemy.
So Haji Amad was allowed to go.  He fulfilled lus promise by persuading his
brother to return some bundred yurds in the diveetion of Behsr snd then left
bim to reswme his mnrch 202 ’ '

Mennwhile Sarfarue Khas and his pouneil bad deeided to sdvance ngainst
the iuvader.  In three or four days’ time the avmy wrrived ut Khamrah where «
halt wos eslled to receive the report of miessingers who liad been sent (0 gaer-
tuin Alivardi Khsn's renl intentions,  Thay reported that Alivardi Ehan would
submit if Sarferaz Khan ilismissed from Tus conneil the enemies of his family
and that bn token of Lis sineteity e had sent o Koran apon which be bl sworn
the most eacred onthe.  Altvanli Khan's snemies sfterwards declared that this
Korun was only o brick enclosed in 0 casket,

Sarfaraz Khan wonld not part with his friends.  Tle murolied on gnd fased
the army of Alivardi Khon st Gheriah on the banks of the Bhagieathi, Meosson-
gers went to and fro hetween the two srmies currying, on behnlf of Alivasdi
Khay, proposals similar to Aliose mude al Klinmeah and with o similar result.
The aid of treanhary wus invoked by hoth siles.  The Seir Mutaqlicrin stutss
Uit Jagat Beth sent Letters o all of Alivasdi Khan's officers promising them
bribes ncoording to their rank, if they would seize Alivardi Klian and deliver
him up to Sarfarnx Khan. O this the translslor, who lived for some tine al
Murshidabad, ramarks that Alivardi Khan certainly attempted to carrnpt the
nffioers of Sarfarez Khan throogh Jugnt Seth, that une of Sarfarms Khau's off-
cera, whowas alive when L was engngel on his translation, assured him he Him-
self had reoeived Rs. 4,000 to load the artillery only with sarth and rabbish ani
that the wniversal roport in Muorshidabad was that some of the guns wers ser-

202 Bair Mutwpuerin, Vol T, pp. 558, 380,
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ved in thal manner23, It seems olesr that the indiseriminate attempt of
Jagat Seth ta bribe Alivardi Khan's officers was meent io fail and at the same
time to furnish Alivardi Khan with s good excuse for bringing matters to o
crisia. Mustapls Khan, un officer entirely devoted to Alivardi Khan, brought
to him one of Jagat Seth's letters and arged Lim to fight st once.  Alivard
Klian was, or pretended to be, impressed with his dunger and guve orders for
batile on the following day. Before dawn his soldiers were moving, Tlis guns
startlod Sarfaraz Khan from his devotions who mounted his elophant, marched
against the enemy at the head of his twops andd fell in the battle.

(ine battle gave Bengal to Alivardi Khan though o short onmpaign wis ne-
cessary to reduce Urisss. A day or two after the battle of Glieriah Alivardi
Khau marched to Murshidabad, proceeded to the hall of audience and seated
himself on the masnnd 29 The officers of government and of the army together
with the principal citisens of Murshidabad hastened tc. noknowladge his autho-
rity though the latter were #lled witl Lorror at the black ingratitude he bad
ghown towsrds the son of his benefaotor and lnoked upon him with detestution.
Before muny years lind passed Alivardi Klnn waa uhle o remove these feelings
from the minds of his contemporaries but he has not beew so wuccessful with
later generations, Modern historians, especially Indian historinns, ave dispos-
ed to dilate an the disloyalty, treachery nnl ingratitude of these men und Jaga
Retl Fateh Chand's sasocintion with the conspiracy i beld up to obloguy. But
the condemnation has heen too sweeping. Circumstunces have been ignored
which desarve consideration if we nre to mete out just blume to these men in
goneral and Fateh Chand in partioular, oy if we are to understand why revolu-
tions in Bengal in the I18th century were so frequent and so comparstively blood-
less.

10,

Sarafaraz Khan had no elaim to he Nawab by hereditary right. Up to the
death of Aurungzeb the emperor had sent viceroys to Bengal and removed them
at his plessure. When the viceroy died the emperar could, if he wished, seize
all his wealth, and it was to provide for such an eventuality ns this that Mur-
shid Kuli Khan had bought u large esinte near Murshidabad which he setilod
upon Sarfaraz Kbhan with all legal forms2%.  Suceeeding emperors had gene-
rally lefi the governor in possession undisturbed especially if the tribute was
received regularly, for they kuew that wny change would have to be effeoted by

2 "The Nabob bus confinnd the Tope Connes Drogs {lop kbans daroghs, the offiosr
in charge of Lhe urtillery) Baving dbseovered thet be had wey all Whe powder aml Alled the
esnnon with Bricks and Stomas ™ Baetgal Conmultstions, 21st April - 17400

A The large cnahion, et wead by tative Princes in Indis in pluce of a throne [Hobsin
Jobaon, p. 600).

205 Btewars, History of Bengul.
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force and all their resources were required nearer hoae, Loyalty, ne we under-
stand it, did not exist gither towards the Emperor or the Nawah,206 The officiale
of the court and the offivers of the army substituted for fhis an attaekment to
their pay and the Nawab relied on binding thets fo himself by the elaims of
gratitude for benefits received mther than by the diotates of uny abstraet feeling
of loyalty. The spirit which animuted these men differed completely fram the
Ioyalty of their contemporavies in Eorope. In the anme year in whieh Surfaras
Khan was slain a European Empress, in the darkest hour of her fortune, ap-
pealed thus to ihe loyalty of her Hungarian subjects : —* Desertad by ull, we
rely wholly and solely upon the loyalty of the Hungarians and the valour for
wlich they are famed of old. We entreat the estates, in this extremity of peril,
tu care zaalously for our person, our children, the orown, and the empire.” The
Hungurians had amall cause for being grateful to the House nf Hapsburg but
their reply ws instantaneous snd unsnimous, * Vitam nostram et sanguinem
conseoramis " was shouted from many hundreds of throats and all Europe was
impressed and thrilled, In the same year, too, there were many men of British
blood, some ut home, same in exile who, i spite of all the injuries (heir country-
men bl suffered at the hands of the last king of the House of Stowart and in
spite of years of defeat and disngpointaend, still porsisted in their loyalty to him
whom they regurded nn (heir rightful king. Their chivalrous devotion has been
finely expressed by Macaulay in Lis © Jacobite's Epitaph ' ;—

For wy true king 1 offered free from stain

Cournge nnd faith; vain fuith, pnd courage vain,

For bim I threw lands, hononrs, wealth, away,

And omo dear hope, that was more prized than they,

Fur him 1 languished i s foreign olime,

Grey-haired with sorrow in my manbood's prime

Heard on Lavernia Seargill's whigpering trees,

And pined by Arno for my lovelinr Tees;

Heheld ench night wy hame in fevered sleep,

Ench morning started from tha dream 1o waep;

Till God, who saw we trisd oo saraly, gave

The resting place T axked, an enrly grave.

Compare the spirit whiok prompted (he actions of these men  with that
whiok prompted the men of Bengal st their best. Seven years afterwards Ali-
vardi Khan was mennced with ruin.  He L 1o fight the Mahrattas sand at the
same time orush a rovoll of a lirge number of his Afghan troops. They had

206 “Layelty and patriotiam, those virtuons Incentives 4o Freat wnd noble actions, sre
hmuhnnnd-humqmtpimmnm-mubq < oo Momwy s here (f 1

may o wxpress mymslf) the ssance of power for the soldiers Jensw no - other attachment than
their pay and s richest party soom besomes the strongest,” Serstton's Reflections, p. 30,
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slain his favourite son-in-lnw and his brother, Hsji Ahmad, sl Patns. His
grand-children were prisoners and treated with contumely. He called s gene-
rul sssexably of kis friends as well as of his militory officers, high and low. In
moving words he appealed to them for support in the erisis.. His audience was
touohed and one of his officers spoke for all the rest in these words :—'* There is
no doubt that every vne of us, your servants, huve been benefited by ther at-
tachment to your highness ; we hoave overy one of us experiencsd your favours,
and received » vuriety of obligations from you mad your family; and sow we
have no other intention than that of repaying you by shedding vur hlood in your
canse. March then and we follow.” Alivardi immediately produced & Koran
and made them all swear to be trus to their words 207
Siraj-ud-duula invoked the same senfiment when he nppealed for help to
Mir Tafur just hefore the battle of Plassey, * T now repent of what T huve doue
und availing myself of those ties of consanguinity which subsist betwesn us, us
well a3 of these rights which my grandfather, Auly-verdy-ghan, has doubtless
sorpuired npon your gratitude, T look up to you, as to the ouly representative of
that venerabie personsge: and hope therefore, that, forgeiting my past tres-
passes, you shall henceforward behave ae becomes n Reyd 28 5 man united in
blood to me, and a man of sentiments, who conserves o grateful rememhbrance of
all the benefita he las receivid from my family: Trecommend myself to yon
take care of the vonservation of my hunour sod 1ife"200
In the minds of the court officials und military officers loyalty, then, was

synonymous with gratitade, The anmindars; the landed gentry of the country,
wore men ' restless and refractory by nnture and by trade"310  The peoplo re-
garded revolutions with absolute indifference. They wers aceording to the his-
tarian, * tame cowardly wretehes, al all times 8o eronching and so ready to suli-
mit to any e that offers."2  They clung to the houses they had built and
the fields they tilled. They would suffer much befors they would abandon these
and thevefore, declured Warren flustings, they were made to saffer much 212
Nor were there any ties of nationality by which the people of Bengal might have
united in one common ¢aune.  Warren Hastings found that the Mahmttas were
the only people of Hindostun and the Decean who possessed such a bond of
unity 213

&0, . Bair Muwguerin, Vol T, p. 560,

8 Armbic Baimd, The demgoation in India of thoss who claim w0 be descecdanis of
Muhsmmad, (Hobsan Jolmon, g 506).

20, Sexwr Motequerm, Vol T, p. 76T,
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211  Beir Musayuerin, Vol 1, 5. 7, _

212 Minube by the Governor Gehersl, 12tk Novewiber, 1776, qooted in Hunler's Bemgal
M 5 Records, p. 57.
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1t is true that Fateh Chand and his fellow conspirators noled freacherously
and treachery is hateful. But when we condemn them we must remember that
we are juldging them by the stanlards of olber times end by & code of hanour
_which was not theirs. * (f thorns men do not gather Sgs, nor of a bramble
 bush gather they grapes” Treachery, i profitable, cullad forth admiration
and receivod rewnrds. In 17435, Alivardi Khan, by ao wet of the most unsere-
pulous trepchery, massacred he generul and chiel officers of the Mabratias who
had been induced to come to Lis tent by the most solemn promises of safe pou-
duct confirmed by the most sacred oaths, By this act he received ** such an ad-
dition to his chavacter, ss raised him both in the minds of his troops and of his
subjents, who admired their being so suddenly deliverad from thess mereiless
ravagers : nor were the troops less pleased with their unexpeoted success”
This was not all.  Tle sexit an account of the exploit to the Emperor and request-
od him fo bestow honours “ an every one of those who had exorfed themselves so
stramuoualy in the engugement of the tent.” The Emperor did so. To Alivardi
Ehan in purticular he seni muany gifis and bestowed on him the title of “ the
Valiaat of the Kingdom."218 Tt waa not for their contemporaries to throw
slomes ul Jagul Seth and his friends on the score of treschery nor did they al-
tempt 1o do so.

What filled their contemporaries with lorror was the base ingratitude
ahown by Alivardi Khan, Haji Akmad aud the Rai Raian Alam Chand. They
owed everything to Shuja-ud-dauls and they deposed nnd slew his son.  But
this was not the case with ¥ateh Chond. 1t was not Shuja-ud-dauia who could
say that he hod mande Futeh Chand rich, while it is probable that b
owed to Fateh Chanl his essy possession of the government of Bengal. It is
true, however, that Murshid Kuli Khan had been the greal patron of the family
and his grandson hod claims on Fatelh Chund. On the other hand it iz neces-
sary to oppreciate Fateh Cheand’s position, By the unanimous opinion of hie
torians Sariams Khan wes an incompetent ruler. It was probably due to this
fact that Fateh Chand bad not supported Murshid Eali Khan when he wished
his granison to suceeed him, The state of ffairs was fur Tore serious at the
time of Shuj-ud-daula's death. Deihi had been captured by Nadir Shah and
the Empire was tottering to its fall. The Mahratiae were pppronching. Peri-
lous times were at hand and Sarfares Khon had dismissed and slienated his most
eapuble ministers. Had Faieh Chand supported Sarfaraz Khan he would have
promoted his pwn roin snd the rain of the country,

ATl that ean be said for Alivandi Kl has been mid by the author of the
Seir Mutaqherin. * TUpon the whole, altho’ the elaying his Lord and henefao-
tor wan unquestionably one of the blackest netioms that could be committed and

214, Seir Mutaquerin, Vol, I, pp. 974, 475
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ane of the most abominable events thut could happen; yet it cannot be denied
that Serefraz Khan had no talents for governmen), and no capacity for busi-
ness; and tlat, had hin government lasted but some tie more, such a train
of evils, and such & series of endless confusions would have been the consetuence
of his inespacity, that discrders without number, awl disturbances without
end, would have orisen insensibly, and would have brought ruin and desolation
on these countries and their inhabitants, The Marbattas had already cast their
eyes upon thess rich provinges: shortly after they attatked and mvaded them
an w1l sides; and lucky did it prove for the inhabitants uf (liese countries that
those merciless free-booters had to denl with such & man as Aali-verdy-qhan,
who by his talents for both war and governmeni; und by the exertions of a
keen sabre become indefatiguble, as well ns by the resources of Lis policy, found
means fo repress those ravagers, and at Iast to expel them estirely out of
Bengal . ... . . Such exartions were not of a nature to be expected from Sere-
fraz Qhan and his ministers nor were they men to oppose such a torrent with
any effect: whereas his rival, to such a modesty of behaviour, and tu so much
purity of morale, joined political and military talents, and all the renown and
power which victory and suecess could eonfer :: the whole forming a charavier,
which far from heing equalled by any of his contemporaries or any of s
suocessors, would hardly find o comparison in the regords of past time. "215
11.

On the 23rd April, 1740, not more than three weeks after Alivardi Khan
had set out from Patun; it seomed to the English at Cassimbaznr that Bengal
lind once more o setilod government for Alivardi Khan was declared Nawal
of the province and was " very severe in his justice." 20 Te hud, however,
yet to be canfirmed in bis pppointment by the Bwperor and thoogl he gaserted
that he had been acting on orders received from the Vigier Nienmu-l-mulk
peopla doubled the truth of this27 On the 20th May on express messenger,
sent by the English vukil at Delki, brought the news to Patna that Alivandi
Klhan was confirmed Nawnb of Bengal and Behar, on the 101l June the English
were informed that the farman had been received al Murshidabad and by the
10th Ootober their vakil si Cassimbazar gave them a copy of it  Shorily
afterwurds the Emperor conferred & new title an the Nawah logether with the
Malii, or order of Hie Figh 218

The Ra: Ruysn Alsm Chand was dead and Haji Ahmad and Jagat Seth
Fateh Chand were the two most influential persons at Murshidabad. The

215 Beir Matagherin, Vol. T, p. 388

8i6. Betigal Cotmultstions, 28th Apeil, THO.

@17. Bengs] Commnitations, Oih May, 1740,

2i8. Pengal Consolistions; 164h June, T740 ; Zed October, 1740+ Bth Murch, 172182

L



. Y '
- i
- . R
200 HENGAL : Px{.ﬂ' ?&-m -
Intter cantinued by I'umr tmportunt _. l'.tmnehm with thn

English uid continued lo be their friend at the bghr Un the Ttk July,
1740, the Campuny boirnwed o seeonid sum of B&IEI (1) from Tagat Seth but
before the end of the month bullion arrived fram Englu:! anil 26 cleste of
this were deliversd 10 Ihe President partly fo puy off their loan of April and
partly to make mivances to their merchants. (i ihe 11ch Dovember the Pre-
sident and Council were informed by the Conpany’s seevanls ol Cassimbumie
that Jagat Seth woald be willing to reduce the rate of mterest on losns from
Iwelve to nine per cent, i he roceived & tequest from them to da 6” Tha
Conneil met an the same day and agreed “ That the President do write o
Fuftichund and remonstrate to bim the leavy Tuterest of 12 per cei. paid
on all sums borvowed f0r many years pust and to request thet he will lot the
Hon'ble Company tove whut money they may have oocasion 1o borrow ot in-
terest of him ut their factory at Cassimbusur #t nine per cenb per snnum
on notes of Land from the Chief &eo Couneil there payable i demund.” Oy
the 21at December the Eaglish at Cassimbasar borrowed Rs. 60,000 at the new

rate snd wonld have taken o larger sum But, they wrote;  (Lg Mint having

bees eliat np wome time he conld not lel ne bave any mom not kaving sny
vew sioows and there would be  less on taking old ovea™  Togul Sith promis
ed, however, thut when the mint was open he would Ted them what they wishad
at the same rate nmd not only them but also the Couneil ut Caloutte snil, ey
baligved, the Euglish fuctories at other places. A month ur two before this the
English ot Unssimbazar bid ddissuaded the Company from mnking a new at-
tempt to ubtain the freedom of the mint st Murshidabad.  Althongh this
privilege had bren granted the Euglish by the farmen of the Emperar Fur-
rukhasiyar they pointed out that no Nawab had puid obediimes to thut artiole
of the farmat and an attempt to enforon it might canse their thier privileges
to be ealled in question " Wea alko think,” thoy addsd, “ thit while Futti-

chund lives he will always have it in lis powwr to prevant the good effects of
any solieitation thereon,” 210

(T ba continued.)

219 Bengal Tonmlistions, Th July, T780; 26th July, 1740; 1tth Decessibar, 1740; 252k
Diwcembor, 1780 2Tih Getghor, 1743,
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