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FOREWORD

Turs book &« higtory .i{lhe Indians of the Valley of Mexico and
the civilizations which they wrought. It was o hard baok to wrire.
Te will be a hard book to read, There are two reasons for this wnfor-
tunate crcumstance. First, the Tndians did not have the some gouls
in life as we have, 30 that their pattern of life is differem from our
owre and difiicult w0 understand. Second, Indian history has to be
reconstructed from what we can find, s that much of the material,
likee technigues of making househiold implements, does not Jall withise
the scope of vur wsual historical readinng, The first four chapters deal
wiith-such reconsirietion, and the reader is warned in advance thit
the going will be very n":_gl'mlf. These pages may be skipped if he Iy
not particulirly interested in such a historical hackground,

The remaining chapters are based on contemporary observations
made by the ronguering Spaniards and by the Aztecs themselves,
They deal with people who were seen alive, their cultuire function.
ing. e can form an impression of what the Aztecs were ke, and
this akes easier reading, since we can envisape people in terms of
what they did, 150t in terms of the objeets which they made. Even s,
this will ot be w erystal-cletr process, for their customs, habizs and
motives differed from ours. However, [ kope thar T dvall be able fo
show that it was a perfealy good way of life wnd the resalt of con-

- experience. Our Western civilization, on the sociul side,
i5 nothing to boast of today, so we need not be scormful of the Aztecs.

Fuwart here to express iny thankes to some of the many people whe
helped me 1o write this book: to the unthoritics of the American
Misserm.of Natural History for providing me with the sinews of re-
search and thie time 1o exercise them, to the authorities of the Mexizan,
Government for their consistent conrtesy snd co~operation in parking
my work posiible, o my colleaguesin my ow and other lands, uiho
by their friendship, counsel and collaboration make ane proud to he
at Americanist. To my wi'ﬁ- 1 owe especial tharks for her wnificiling
aid and comifart durisg the long hours spent in the field and laboratory
wnid in the preparation of this haak.



] Foreword

‘To Colonel Theodore Roosevels, Mr A. P. Tedeser and Miy
Mary Slavin of Dowbladay, Dot I am graselul for simulation end
awnsel. To Dr Edward Weyer Iam under deep obligation for pér-
mttssion to incarpotate {llustratioes and articles from Navural His-
sory, | wish to thank Miss D. Levett Bradley for her exeellent
sheet maps of Azrec Mexico amd, lase, but by no meany lbaer, Migs
Fravices Jay for her vaflagging patience and judgnient bt prepeving
this masesripe and smoothing the path of the reader whe (raversés
the ill-marked il of this aspect of Indian history. :

To Mr Clarence L. Huy T am deeply indebted for collabonstion
it freld and Isboratory as well ax for supporting much l?f 1y ressareh,
and to Mr Willard Care for underuwriting our last field season, whick
‘breught this book into being. '

MOTE TO PELICAN EDITION

* Recens andivs of carbon dating and of Mixees hestories newly interpresed in
Mexico have led 1 groaz alterations iy our views of Mexican archarohopiad
dutings. It iz now considered thut the Mazapmm period, eqitid srth. e fns-
simic Toltecs; lastod from abour a0, 550 19 ehour 950, and that Ner Teo-
dwacan pudtures 21 20 IV cover @ span of abwt A0, 100 b oo, Cher das,

intluding thase for thé Lowhund Muga, should ke adfusted accordingly {July
1959}
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Ouse of the strangest feelings Iefi 10
us by prehistory is the sensation of
omazee, It weill ahivays exiee. It is like
o esernal proof of the non soquitur
of the universe. The first man must
have teen omens everyihere,
Jop wuese Jrave shuadderad
at pely slep.
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CHAPTER L

THE HISTORICAL AND
CULTURAL BACKGROUND OF
AZTEC CIVILIZATION

A somewhat speenlative summary of the.social and econamic factors which
directed the rize of Indion civiiization

Tae history of the Americas records the colonizaton and
settlement of a grear continent. We take 2 just pride in-our
Eurapean ancestars, who, from the Vikings down to the most
recent political exiles, et forth to find 4 new life in the chang-
mgm&mmofnmwhn&mrhmamulmdmm&c&
cribe the evolution of these colonies into the present group of
American republics, and it i 4 remarkable episode in the story
of mankind. Yet the Eucopean scttlement of the Americas, for
all its modern political significance, &5 just u late phase of the
hmu-r}'ufmmautﬁ: Amencan continent. The Asiatic colo-
nization of the New Weorld, which prmdmi:h:limrmn =
fileration by many centuries, has is own proud place in the
anmals of Continental America.

This immigration from Asiz produced the American Indian.
Withiout his preliminary development of the resources of the
continent it is dubious whether the European occupation
would have succeeded as it did. The greas Indian Gvilizatons
of the Aztecs and the Incas challenged the Buropean imaging-
tion and opened a rich life for their military conquerors. The
humble farming skill of the tribesmen of North America’s
eastern seaboard sustained religious exiles until they could live
off the land and create their own type of commanwealth, The
Indian and his culture were soon ploaghed under, but they en-
riched a soil which otherwise would never have produced the
lavish harvest of Pan-Amenican civilization.

The most vialent clash between the Indians and the Euro

23



24 Aztecs of Mexico
peans took place in the Valley of Mexico during the carly
mmrrnf:sm, when Corrés and his Spaniards achieved the
of Mexico and overthrew the Aztec civilization,
the most advanced Indian culture ac that time. Cort&s' sucoess
was the Inadstone which drew to the Amenicas the fron mught
of Europe. Stone could nor withstand sreel, and the days of the:
Indiznwerenumbered. The history of the Aztees and their fore=
bearsis a synopsis of the rise of Indian civilizanonand i doom.

The Aztecs were 2 numerois group of mdependent ndian
tribes ‘who occupied a restricted secrion of central Mexiko,
Thtﬂr history and social customs are better known than

: m:igl:b-nm because theit conquest had such 2 far-
reaching significance* for the Buropean world Spanish
observers of military, prisstly and avil status wrote careful ac-
counts of the: Aztee life and history, and Indian suthom a
generation later angmented these records, drawing on the -
bal lore still only thinly veneered by Christianity, A few picto-
graphic records, cither prepared before the Cunq'uutm cop-
ied afterwards, are preciousadditions to the Aztec annals: Huw—
ever, our chiel dae on Indian history come from archaeology,
that branch of research which recovers social history through
the study of the surviving remains of human handiwork in
ages past.

Maost of the American Indian tribes had not developed writ-
ing, so thus archasology is the one available medium for recon-
muug:hc:rpa:t.zud:h:ﬁﬂ::r:cardl reveal anly 3 few e~
tarles in the life of a single wibe. To sketch the broad back-
ground of Azec culture before we tnm our arention to the
people themelves, we should realize that the carth muse be
our srchive, the shovel our resding-glass, and thar Natre,
cternally destroying to create anew, has scamered our mater—
fals over mountain, plain and forest, from Greenland to Tiems
del Fuego. Azeec history, like that of the American republies,
begina with the discovery of thiy continent, [S-:cl‘iw: 1)

Lonir before the Aztees cxisted, the ioesheets began o o=
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The Historical and Cultural Background 25
mals accustomed ta cool climates gradually moved north, and

“small nomadic bande of hunters followed the game on which

their lives depended. Some of thess grotips moved up through
Siberia and reached the shores of the Bering Strait. With so
much water held in sispension by the ice-sheet, the sca level
was probably lower than now, so that the iulands were larger
and the excent of water becween them less: In winter the sea
was doubtless choked with ice, and, crossing over this ice, hun-
wers and hunted conld veach Alaska, Thus man discovered
America and made his first settlements there (1)1

Otber hunters may lave constructed rafts and boats and pas-
sed from island to islmd uneil their ceaseless search for game
Jed them to the mainland. The process must have been slow
and the migrating units small. We can reconstruct conditions

Arom what we know 6f modem huntng tribes, whe, 25 social

fossils, sill pursue 4 precrious existence in the old, old way.
The primitive hunting group moved o foot and had no cffec-
tive beasts of burden, Therefore they carried little in the way.
of food or equpment: Their progress was no faster than thae
of the oldest man or woman, or youngest walking child. Food
had to be secured even on the march, and hunting was 2 slow
and arduous process. Such conditions necessarily kepe the
gronp units small, for a large cluster of people, when on the
march, besides requiting food i quantity, st also scare
away the very game on which iss nourishment depends {z]-
This nomadic hunting life had s cffect on language and

phytical type. The tendency for hunsing groups to split inta
snaller units whenever their numbers theeatened the balance
between cotsumption and available foud supply encoumged
the cstablishment of isolated bands. This loss of contact with
other groups intensified mannerisms of speech and thought, so
that profound differences of diulecs resulted after several gen-
crutions, Inbreeding also followed, and serains of physical type

1. See-Notid, boginming oo pe T70.



26 Aztees of Mexico

became eisablithed. Such conditions, already existent in the

‘Asiatic life and continned under American conditions, prob-

ably account both for the linguistic diversity among the In-

diant tribes and also for their great physical variation within a

‘mare or less homogencous frame of dark eyes, stmighe o
y black hair and a yellowish skin eolour (3),

When thus infiltration took place, or how long it continued,
has yet to be expressed in exace dates. No examples of Old
Warld palacolithic industry have been uncoveredin the Amerni-
cas; but excavations on the campus of the University of Alaska
have turmed up tools like those found in neolithic stations on
the Gobi Desert. Othier stone implements, defined by archac-
ologistsas Folsom eulture, occut in association with the remains
of extinct bison at sitcs in Colorado and New Mexico, Far
to the sotth, in 3 cave on the southem tip of the Argenting, the
dung of an extinct sloth i mixed with the tools and tefisse of
men wha hunted and ate an extinet type of American horse,
Sloth dung also seals in the remams of Nevada himrers. These
human vestiges may not have the great antiquity of geologic
man in- Europe, nor may the fact of extinct species have the
same implication of age that obtains elsewhere, but man may
well have come to America between ten and twenty thousand
yeassago (¢).

Himting techniques have thus been established as an eatly
form of Indian life in Amctica. Some of the first liunters fished
with net and line and gathered shell-fish as their chief nourish-
ment Desp accumulations of discarded shells are found along:
the coasts of the Adantic and Pacific and along some of the
great inland rivers of North America. In one such heap in
Tennessee the carliest layer disclosed bone implements, and oo
stone tols appeared mntil very much later. How old these
beaps are we cannot guess, and we have no way of dating them
by geology or palacontology. Yer man, from his carliest be-
ginnings, must have used these rich and relatively stablesources
of food (3).
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Another primitive livelihood is disclosed along the shores of
dried-up lakes in Californis and Texas. Mortars and grinding
stones found here indicate thae the early people ground nuts
and seeds into-flour, while a lack of ‘well-made stone points
suggests that they found the gathering of vegetable foods a
maore relisble way to fill their licders than the lumting of
gamc. These desert cultures dre highly important, since they
provide early evidence of an economy which led eventually o
the development of agriculture (6).

Thesz three early ways of life — hunting, Ashing and gather-
ittg — were oftets combined in whole or in pare. There is no
huinting group in the Americas which does not ke advantage
of vegetable products o some extent, and in North America
the properties of four hundred species were known and un-
lized. Some mibes found their hunting economy so satisfacrory
that they never abandoned it. Other peoples, like the Eskimos,
wereso situated geographically thar they had to hunt or searve,
The Plains tribes; when they acquired the domesticated horse
from the Spanish colonies, tumed from a succesiful if drab
farming life to 4 highly dramatic existence, living off the wan-
dering buffalo heeds and exalting masculme virtues in war and
the chase, Fishing groups, like the tribes of the North-west
Coast, were able to live in sedentary villages and create an
elsborate social and material culture on the rich abimdance
yiclded by forest, stream and ocean. In California onc of the
densest populations in the Americas maintained inself by gath-
ering wild nuts and fruits, supplementing this diec with shell-
fish and game. Yer in spite of these successful primitive rechni-
ques the Indian would have never attained really high cultures
without the domestication of plants (7).

In dic New'Warld there weee two centres of intense agri-
cultural development, Middle America and the Andean re-
gion, which likewise represent the peaks of Tndian social and
material culture. There is considerable discussion among boe-
anisis as to which ares first had domesticated plans, bue the



28 Aztecs of Mexico

problem is not yer resolved. Pethaps the answer to this ques-
tion may have a batanical rather than a social significance, since
there are several other arexs where planss nor culovated in
Mexico and Peru are agricultorst staples. The presence, early
in the history of America, of peoples who lived largely by

thering must have led almost inevitably to the independent

evelopment of several different types of agniculture, based on
the fivod plants common to particular regions (8).

The great staple of Brazil, for example, was manioc or cis-
wva. Before the introduction of com in castern North Ameri-
ca, sunflowers, the giant ragweed and other plants of prairie
and savannah were cultivated for their seeds, The highlands of
Peru yielded the whire potato, but at the time of the Conquest
the great basic Americat foods, com and beans, were diffussd
over most of agricoltaral America. Whether they were finit
‘domesucared in Pern or Middle America is a poine still argu-
able; cach may have had its own separate point of primary cul-
tivation. However, the great principle to bear in mind is that
no plaut cultrvated by the Amencan Indians wis known o
Aiia, Europe ot Alfrica prior to the white sertlementof Amen-
&, The mtroduction uof these planes more than doubled the
available fopd supply of the vlder continenss.

The development of agriculture sccomplished, in America
as eliewhere, the libesation of man from the constant search for
food. A permanient food supply which could be enlarged by
brmging fresh land under cultivation allowed the tribal pope-
lation to grow. The precarious equilibrium maintined by
MNature between popuolation: snd food supply becune more
stable, and man had leisure to invent techniques and to develop
rules for societal behaviour, It became possible to support ag-
pregations of peoplelarge enough for the individual tospecial-
ize according to his skill and for the commumity to carry out
piblic projects like irrigation systems-and temples.

The successful growth of sgriculture was ot paralleled 1

the raising of animal, True, the dog, which may well have
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come in with the inmigrants from Asia, was almost univer-
sally domesticated. In the north it was 3 beast of burden; in
Mexico an article of dier. The Mexican and Pucblo tribes
tamed the turkey. The Peruvians ate guines-pigs and rised
|barmas and alpaco for wool and transport; bees were kept for
heney in Middle America and north-west Brazil; some south-
ern Mexican rribes raised cochineal for dye. But the native
horse, which mighs have proved as uscful here @ in the Old
Waorld, became extinet early in Amencs, the cow and shesp
were unknowit, and the caribon and bison, which, if domesti-
cated, might have taken theie place, had their chicf rnge in
eegions occupied by priminve groups who were content
merely to hunt them (9}

This lack of suitable domestic animals prevented man's mi-
ghation on an extensive scale, comparable 1o thar of the grear
hotdes from Asia which beat against the walls of Rome, At
firse the nomadic groups in the Ameticas were o small o
thresten seriously the sedentary groups, and the guestion of
population pressure, so-often an indirect cause of war in the
Old World, was virtually non-existent in Indian Americs. War

iques in consequence were little developed in the Indian
cultures; and the killing and rapine which tock place during the
white colonization did not liave theiroriginin the usual Indisn
political artitudes.

The invention of agriculeure accentuared rather than changed
the basic structure of Indian social organization. Those groups
which gradually shifted their economic reliance from hunting
to farming were in thinly populated country. As their populs-
on the rights of previous inhabitsns. A growing population
scared away game, forcing neighbouring hunting groups t
withdraw to regions whare wild life was more plenaful. If the
available arable land became insufficient for the commumity a
numiber of people drifted away o found 3 new scrtlement.

Accarding to the environment, be st forested or semi~arid
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and f open, there rend to be two types of settle-
ment In dry, open country the minersls which planes need
remain near the surface, so thar fields can-be farmed over and

over agam. The people; therefore, can maintin a permanent”

village. Forest country, on the other hand, presents a serions
problem to Stone Age peoples To clear ground for planting,
srees must be girdled and, afiertheydic, burned. The soil there-
fore rapidly becomes exhausted and incapable of supporeing
crops. The Indiany met this situation in two nmin ways: by
moving the entire village, or by allowing cach Gmily group
sufficient land 1o thar crop rotation would permie ¢:

ficlds to recover by lymg fallow. This Jast method tended o
decentralize the population except in very small com-
munities (10).

The social implications of these two methods of life are
highly nmporunt for seconstructing the genesis of Amenican
Tndian culture. The food-plants used by the higher civiliza~
tions in the Americas seem lhirgely derived from highland,
open-country species, emanating from the kind of region per-
mitting the maintenance of & permanent village. In a coni-
mumity where the village street was a forum, technical schoal
and social centre, interests were pooled and techniques im=
proved by emulation and inhesited experience. The oppor-

to stare sccumulated equipment, 33 opposed o the
bare essential minimum of portable implements wied by no-
mads, led to specialization m tools and techniqoes: The de-
coratve ars became fixed according to style; snce custom
channels shapes and forms mwo directions approved by cons=
munal practice. Enterprises involving the man-power of the
whale village could be undertken with a resulaant benefit to
the whole community. The long stretches of relative leisure
when crops did not need care afforded tine for technical ex-
periment and intellecnnl s i

The complete series of steps by which an early farming
group converted irself into 2 high civilizadon has not been re=
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covered in any one arca. However, North America, which
preserved so many tribes at various stages tn the development
ﬂilm:lunﬂwhzun-mh yields, in the case of the listory of Ana-
sazi or northern Pueblo culture, an example of such an cvolu-
tibnary process (11).

At the bottom of the scale are found the remains of peo
(called the Basket-Makers by the archacologists) who h'mdl:l':
lninting, g;:hcrmgan&ﬂl:m]nvmmufmm.ﬂmywn-
pied shallow, dry caves in sinall units of twenty or thirty in-
dividuals. They were skilful weavers of fibres of apocynum,
fashioning baskets, bags and sandals. They had no poteery, bur
constructed rude images of sun-dried clay and modelled trays
and lined baskets with this matenal. They did notuse the bow,
but propelled long darts withs the throwing-board or atl-atl,
Their equipment in the way of nets, wols of stune, bone and.
wood, was relatively claborate. In their later phases chey
learned how 1o make a hard, fliney porzery in simple forms, de- |
corated ‘with designs detived from their weaving.

About the year Ap. 700 2 new people drifted into the
South-west and changed the direction of the local economy.
New varietier of com enciched the laeder, and the cultivation
of beans supplied the protein content in a diet impoverished
by lack of game. Cotton tended to supplant apocynum for
weaving clothing, while the bow superseded the atl-arl for
hunting. The underground bouse gave place to clistess of
jomed mcmugnlnr rooms, although the older form was e
tained for a men's dubbowse and ceremonial chamber. Pot-
tery improved greatly in shape and design. There 1s :vr.r}r evi-
dence of a considerable increase in-population.

By the cleventh century the number of settlements d-o-
creased, but the wowns became much larger. The Anasan con-
structed great commumal aparument houses of twa, three and
even four stories not anly in the open, but-abo i shallow
caves high in the canyon wall. Their ares and crafts changed in
style, but not in character, and the manner of life developed
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then has lasted to the present day, despite the infiltration) of
nomadic groups like the Apaches and Navajos and the intru-
sion of white conquerors from Spain and the United States.

In Middle America and the Andean region. the carliest dis=
conered cultures begin where the Pueblo left off. Our investiga-
tions have not yer broughe vo lighe the early hunting and se<
dentary aspects of humsn history in this area. The cultoral
level which the Pucblo attained in the cleventh century ix re=

- presented in strata assignable to the centuries immediately pre-

ceding and succeeding the birth of Christ. This base discloss
people living in permanent villages, supporting themselves by
the cultivation of com, beans and other vegenables. They
raised cotvon and wove it for clothing, They made pottery for
the storage and service of food. They developed techniques
for the manuficture of rools of stone, bone and waod, 23 well
as omaments for themselves and designs for their utensils.
. They achieved & tribal government and evolved a religion
“which centted around  the natural forces that contral the
growth of plants (12).

The term *Middle Culture” best expresses this level of de=
velopment, which is midway between the meagre resources af
3 hunting group and the splendour. of 3 ceremonial dviliz-
tion. Dr Spinden and Mr Means defined this stage by the
broad term “archaic’, and the writer coined the clumsy phease
*Farly Culture’ 1o describe this phase in Cenmal Mexico.
Neither term allows for the maming of older or more primitive
cultures which will eventually be discovered. Cansequently
the phrase 'Middle Culture” appraises more jusdy than the
gther terms a cultural sineation and emphasizes less strongly the
element of historical position,

In Middle America and the Andes man and his works pro-
gressed and prospered froma Middle Cuoleure base, but in
somewhat different directions. The Andean peapiles, to genee-
alize broadly, concentrated on the material technique of sups
porting life; the Middle American on spititual or, more ac=
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curately, supemnatural methods. In the Andes, especially in the
coastal valleys of Peru, enormous cities were built and vast icri-
gation systems watered the fields. Weaving was developed to a
paint unequalled by man in the whole course of human his-
tory; and poteery in excellence of construction and richmess of
design had no peer in the Amecicas. This civilization culmin-
ated in the Inca Empire, the original benevolent, monolithic
srate, unique in American anmals as the only govemnmental
system which combined territorial expansion with the amal-
gamation of conquered peoples into a social whole (13).

The Middle Americans, on the contrary, lived in indepen-
dent rribal ot civic groups and created a religious art and archi-
tecture without rival in the Americas (14). The ceremonial 2
pect of life dominated the civil structure, and the remains of
temples, not citics, gauge the splendour of the past. The cause
or causes of this diffcrence are shrouded in the past, but the
more primitive North American scenc suggests that here again
agricultural conditions played a part {15}

The Indians of the arid South~west, as we have scen; buile
permanent towns, but did not devise an imposing ceremonial
architecture. In the south-eastern United States the more so-

i tribes reared grear earthen platforms to suppore
their temples and the houses of their chicls, and o serve 2
centres at which the commumity membership might congre-
gate at specified Gimes. The demands of 3 forest agriculture did
not permit the occupancy of permanent towns like those of
the Puehlo country, since the south-eastern tribes had to move
their villages whenever the soil of their farm clearings was ex-
hausted. A good part of the year saw the able-bodied men and
women virtually abandon the villages to hun and gather wild
food. Bug they all united for tribal rites at the ceremonial cen-
tres, and thus strengthened the bonds of social solidarity, loos
encd and frayed by the conditions of their ecalogy. The cere=
meonial centre oecurs late in the history of the South-east and
bears the earmarks of a trait imported from Mexico. Yet it
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the growing population of a forest area. ;
Therefore it seems reasonable s suppose that some such
ideas germinated centuries before in the lowland forests of
Middle America, since the elsboration of this social and cere-
monial requircment became 3 dominunt theme in Middle
American civilization. There i nothing strange in this prac-
tice, which characterizes the carlicr culture patterns in the de=
velopment of western Europe and the colonial United States.
Thie great cathedrals of the Middle Ages loomed massively iou
of a countryside wherein miserable villages, set in tiny clear-
ngs; made a violent contrast between the poverty of man's
mdividual material existence and the rich glory of his cor
porate spiritual life. In New England comnsunities still sarvive
where the church, the store and the rown hall are the social
eentre for people sattered in isolared farms over the forested
hills. The master artises who covered the miles of sculprured
wemple walls in Cambodia lived in fimsy towns now totally
comumed by the jungle. Both the act and the face of cere-
monial building coalesce mto a rangible expression the relations
ships of muan to society and of society to the universe; so it is
not surprising that different tribes have independently adopted
thus pracace which, in the modemn Unived States, we follow in
seructures like libraries, hospitals, colleges and governmental
buildings, used primarily for the public benefit.
. Tha ton carries further weight when we examine
the broad spread of Middle American cultuzal history, No cvi-
dence of wuly primitive communities has been discovered as
yet. The earlicst materials represent a mid-point berween the
siide life of hunters and the complex sociery in developed
American Indian cvilizagon. Fraom Salvador to Zacateess,
from the high.mowuntain yalleys to the forested cosst. wie find
evidence of wibal cultures which had teached a competent
plane of technical development and, implicitly, social adjust-
ment 3s well. The surviving remains consist of ably-made im-
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plements of pottery, stonie and bone. Hand-made cay figuses
show that the religions in. vogue required simulacra of the
godsas a part of worship, T&Mgmdmmmﬂmuﬂm
still wsed in Mexico and called metates® and manos, prove that
the people relicd on corn as their principal food. The regional
differences in form and decoradon of the figures; pottery and
other utensils indicate that several different tribes remained at
this Middle Culture stage for several centuries, to judge trom
the deep layers of refuse in the Valley of Mexico (16)
' Berween the Middle Cultures and the cliborate ceremontal
civilizations which succeeded them there are transitions in the
design and form of implements, 2 sure sign that the suthors of
th various Middle Cultures were the creators of the later civi-
lization. Those transitionsappear to be gradual and not abrup,
s0 that the impression is m'm‘.tgthmnd of culwural development
in siti. The existing evidence gives no valid reason for asum-
ing any source for the hig hmmlmﬂmofmwkﬁﬂmﬂ
except the inventiveness of the local population (17).
Matuments of these highly developed tribes are found be-
tween 2 south-sastern limit in westetn Hondurss snd Salvader,
and a north-western boundary in the state of Zacatecss in
Mexico. On the basis of their are scyles and the reports of the
Spaniards we can identify a number of distinctive tribal cul-
tores. In the lowlands of Guatemala the Mayas had their im-
posing ceremonial centres, which in the mountain regions
were much loss claborate. Inthe state of Oaxaca®in Mexico the
Zapotecs were the suthors of a rich divilization. The coastal re-
gion of Vera Cnz yr:ldx:ndmr:ofsemui high cvilizanons
which archacological reszarch i just beginning to distinguish,
Most notable among these are the works azeributed 1o the Ok
mecs and the Totonacs. On the northern border the Tolees
and the Aztecs created the grear civilizations of Centeal Mexi-
co. North and west of them eribal eultures of Jesser develop-
ment represented insome cases persistences and survivals from
t. Metah-ezps. 2, Wahbah" b,
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the Middle Cultare plans, in others distorred reflections of the
more claborate avilizations (18],

Just as in fifteenth- and sixteenth-century western Eurape,
where distinctive national and regional art styles were de-
veloped undee the acgis of the Roman Chuech, so in Middle
America thers was sharp stylistic differentintiont in the arts and
crafts of tribes whose broad culturs pamerm was the same. This
civilization was grafied to 2 Middle Culture base, and com-
prised such clements of advanced culture as 3 polytheism based
on Naturé-worship, the representation of variows divimities.
through drawing and sculpuure, the erection of temples on
platforms o honour these gods, a system of writing for religi-
ous and tribal records, 2 calendar and an astronomy designed
primarily for ritaulistic purposes. The Middle Amenicans prob-
ably did not developthese practices simultancomsly, butevolved
and elaborated first one, then another, Tk

Other tribal units gradually absorbed and adapred these cos-
toms to suit their local nesds. To nuintaima aviliznciralong
thsse lines a wribe had to be numerous, seble and successfully
aﬂ‘mudcmnminﬂy.mlnd 10 be freed toa yery conader-

extent from the bare struggle for existence to perform:
andd ditect the elaborate ritual, 1o build the ceremonial sorme-
tures and to develop the ares and crafis which gave the religion
its outward cxpression.

The Mayas of Guatermals, Yucatan, south-castern Mexico
and western Honduras attained the greatest eminence in the
elaboration of this cult. Their wmples and pricaly dwellings
were buile of muasonry and roofed by means of the corbel op
false arch. The sculpture m stone and plaster adorning: these
buildmgs has the elaborate sophisncation of a- matured are.
Their carefully pondered delineation of their gods and god-
desses reflects theological matunity. Thewr writing & see forth
in conventinnalized hieroglyphs, of which only the calendric
texcts can be deciphered. Tt & this calendar which particularly
excites the admiratian of our Western avilization, for it i



b S

The Historieal and Cultunal Baclprousd 37
based on a highly evolved mathematical and astronemieal
system (19). (See Plates 4-7.)

Thie Maya calendar should be a grear aid- in reconstructing
history, but opinions differ as to how it should be correlated
withi Christian dates. There are several caloulations designed to
reconcile the Maya with the Christian calendar, but cach corre-
lation: involves & difference of some two bundred and sixey
years in the expression of Maya dates in Christian terms. This
lack of agreement has led 1o qmn: divergent interpretations of
Maya history, althoogh the mam trends sre well estab-
lished (20).

The complexity and claboration of the Maya civilization,
barely touched on here; have challenged the imagination of
explorers and students. Extravagant theories have been woven
by seers and wisionaries a5 to the origin of the Mayas in Jose
continents like Adantis or Mu.. Soberer judges we them as
American in origin and credic them with the invention and
spread of Middle Ametican culture, However, in view of the
smanswered correlaton question it would seem more jiost to
consider the Mayas as carrying toa higher degeee, without im-
plication: of greater antiquity, s dvilization shared by their
neighbours (a1).

The excavation and study of remains in Middle American
sites discloses a symmemnical cultural, development which. be-
ganar Middle Culture plane and passed theough a long period
of highly stylized local development, only to be cut short by a
sudden decline and the introsion of cult practices from Central
Mexico (Table 1, p. 44-5). In the Maya area even the Middle
Calrure plane i not uniform at the several sites where it is re-
ptesented. Portery and figurines differ so strongly in style and
wre 33 to miggest their manufactuee by unrelated tribes,

These Middle Culture forms gradually became more k-
plisticated a5 the people began to build temples, erect stone
time-rmurkers abd develop a manire religious st The differ-
encey in style nhsmrahlc at the Middle Culture plane became
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strongly accentaited in this civibzed period. Yet potrery ves-
‘sels made at one site have been found as trade objects in an-
other, so thar in the broad sense we know that the local cul-
tures were contemporary, A vast amount of building and, in
places, deep refuse-beds suggest that 2 long span of time clapsed
dusing this period. Whenever this avilized epoch crystallized,
be it the years préceding the Christian Era, the early centuries
afterwards, or the fifth century A.0., according to the corre=
lation one adopts for the Maya calendar, we do know from-
traditional sources that abour the twelfth century a.p. tribes of
Mexican stock moved into the Maya country, where they
founded various local dynasties. This movement is reflected in
the archacotogical remains which show influences from the
Mixteca®-Puebla culture complex and reveal a degeneration
of the local tribal civilization (22).

The Maya region, prior to the twelfth-ceitury infiltration
trom Mexico, contained peoples speaking different dialects
and having distinctive regional styles in their material culture.
Their religion and clendar, however, were cssentially the
same throughout the area. On the mainland of Mexico we find
that the regional populations had not only distincrive ares, bus
also different theological conceprions. Yet these Mexican civie
lizatioms, like thatof thic Maya, had their roots i the Middle cul-
tures and succambed ar the end 1o Mixteca-Puebla influsnces,

The recent discoveries in southern Vers Cruz and Tabasco
suggest a tantalizing explination for the origin of Middle
Amecrican avilimton. At the sites of Tree Zapotes and Ly
Venta great ceremonial centres occur, producing huge stone
heads and religiows and ealendric farinulas inscribed on stone
doorjambs and stelae. Linde clay figures made by hand
follow the aesthetic tencts of Middle Culture art, but some
rypes refiecy the more mutured modelling of the stone sculp-
ture. The religious art portrays srange beings whose faces are
cither swollsh and infantile or clse grotesquely reprodice the

& Mish=e'ea.
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. visages of tiger-like monsters. This ary has been clled Olme,
after a gifted and civilized people whom the traditions say
lived in the region, but whose handiwork has never been
securcly identified (23). (See Plates 3-4.)

~ The sculprure has relationships with other tribal aros chae

suggest great antiquity. The tiger-like mask has close analogies

with the plaster decorations on the oldest temple ar the Maya:
site of Uaxacton, a building which exhibis none of the char-
acteristic features of Maya art. Masks and infantile faces were
also present m the earlisst eccuparion of Monte Alban, the
great ceremonial site of the Zapotees of Oaxaca. The 'baby
face” was repeited on figurines from Upper Middle Culture
sites in the Valley of Mesico, and an asiociated type of igurine
alsn marked the close of the Lower Middle Period in thatars

(Sce Plates 3, 8.)

The asociations betwyen ‘Olmee’ arr and early culture
levels in the Maya ares, Oszacs and the Valley of Mexico
would sugsest thae the first steps rowards ceremonial Gviliza-
tion were tiken in soothem Vers Cruz and Tabasco, exi
for one very perplexing feature: the writing and clendar sys—
tem were those used by the Mayas, but the dates expressed
seem to be earlier than those they inscribed on their ownmonu-
ments, Further excavations will undoubeedly resolve this prob-
lem, which i3 like che old ooe of which camie first, the hen or
the cge.

The majority of scholurs consider that * Olmec" art was Latee
than early Mava, and that its creators understood so little of
the complexity of the Maya cilendar that they made errors,
iving a fictitious impression of antiquity. Others claim that
early sculpeure is a deasive argument for the antiquity of
Olmec” arr and that the inscriptions are contemporancous.
ermore, they acgue that the position. of the Olmecs in
midst of Maya, Zapum:m& other tribes with different ars
les and calendar systems indicates a centre from which such

L Wade-ac-toon'.
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elements were diffised. However, liter research is bound 1o
* answer this question.

The excavation of Tres Zapotes discloses that after the first

period the inhabitanes developed a well-defined local style
which had connections with the so-called Totonae cultirres
northwards-up the Vera Cruz coast. This period seems to have
been 2 long one, to judge from the amount of mound-huild-
mg and the quantity of pottery and Bgurines dug up. In the
fmal epoch Mexican influence seeped in, testifying to, the
spread of the Nahus-speaking peoples of the Central Plateais,
‘Since the work at Tres Zapotes & sill in progress, we cannot
yet sum up the final conclusions a5 to the historical and cul-
tural affiliations of the occupants of this site, None the less, the
pattern. of development followed the mime lines we have
noted before. (See Plate 10.)

On the uplands of Oaxaca, south-west of the Olmee coun-
try, another local cvilization flourished, that of the Zapotees.
Their chief ceremonial site, Monte Alban, has been cxtensively
excavated. It covers a small mounrain, levelled and terraced in-
to 3 gigantic natural pliform which supports lesser arrificial
structares such as temples and ball courts. The five periods of
eccapation disclose the sume sart of culture history that we
have sketched previously, but Zapotee art styles and writing
weze quite different from those of their castern neighbours (24),

Mounte Alban in its eacfiest period was the home of 2 people
who made pottery and figurines of Middle Culture quality,
They were advanced enotugh 10 rear platforms for their tem-
ples and they carved in relief human figures reminiseent of
"Olmec’ art 1o adomn: their buildings. Hicroglyphs sceom-
panied some of them, suggesting further connection with Vera
Cruz; sod two ' Olmec’ divinides, the infansile god and the
tiger god, were represented in ceremonial vass of the period,

But 3 hater phase showed 2 gradimal shift away from *Olmec’
influence. Svones were inscribed in 3 distincave writing, and
calendric calculations were ser forth, not in the claborare long
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L coume of the Mayas, but in an abbreviated system which fixed

a date i termis of 3 Bfty-two-year cycle. The art also reveals

4 vague suggestion of Maya influence, and occasional vessel

formsrecall shapes found early in Maya histoty. (SeePlita )

" The third and fourth stages of Monte Alban were of long

duration. The Zapotecs grew less susceptible 1o forcign m-

floence and developed a strongly regional theology and art. At

thie close of this era they appeared to be i contact with north-

e peoples, like the Toltees of Central Mexico, and their cal-

\ tore underwent a ransformation in its fifth and final period.

A new people, the Mixtee, camie inro the Valley of Ouxaca,

and broughe with therm a new art, new gods and 2 new rype of
alendar and writing. ;

"This Liter religious civilization was also spread into the Maya

| cotmtry by members of a torally different linguistic stock, the
Nahua, and it reached its zenith among the Aztees of Central
Mexico, Research has not progressed to the point where we
can identify the formulstors of this civilization. Its place of
origin scems definitely to centre i the lands of the Mbee in
notthern Oaxacs and in the territory of Nahus trbes i Pucb-
la. Thus to call the civilization Mixteca-Pucbla and 1o idenn-
fy 1ts latest earricrs under ther tribal name, when thisis know,
seem the best waysto reconale cultural with political history.
In-much the same way we use the term Wistern avilizagon to
eaver those culture elements shared by the nations of Europe
and the Americas, (See Plates 7, 11, 13.)

In Central Mexico, at the norch-western frontier of the
zone of high dvilizston, we find the same 1ort of sequence
which we have set forth for the Mayas, the Olimees and the
Zapotees, First, there was a Jong Middle Calture occupation;
second, a shift in colture whereby another group, basically
Middle Culrure, took on the beginnings of a civilized starus as
shown by the presence of mounds and the sculptural representa-
tion of one or two gods. Out of a2 branch of this Upper Middle
Culture a third phase developed, 2 majestic ceremonial crvilizas
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tion called Teonhuscan® or elisical Toltee, which was sur-
passed by its southern contempararies only through their
saperiot development of sculprure and the religious calendar.
A fourth interval in the history of the Valley of Mexico was
known as the Chichimec* Period, and comprised a phase of
decline when the Teotihuacan Toltecs disintegrated and 'mi-
grant tribes vied with one another for supremacy. Finally a fifth
pltase saw the introduction of the ceremorial civilizarion, de=
veloped by the Mixteca-Pucbla peoples, which culminated
111 the domination of the Aztecs (25).

The Aztecs and their forebears grew up on the outer bor-
ders of an intensely civilized area in which the cultural history
«of i variows peoples seems to have been very similar, Qut of
a long period of exploration and experimentation, the pro-
cesses of which we have to reconstrucr from our knowledge of
the archacology and ethnology of surviving cultures in North
America, some of the tribes developed the sedentary life based
on agriculture; typical of the Middle Cultures. This cconomy
pemsisted for many centuries, snd in some places was never
modified However, somewhere in Guatemala or southem
Mexico the conception of a ceremonial centre for religious
practices changed the older pattern of life. Conditions in for-
ested country, as we have noted, would seem to offer the most
urgent roasons for such a practiee, but it spread over the
Highland area a5 well.

In the train of this ceremonial architeczure followed closely
the fmalistc definition of the gods and, elsborated in various
degrees, a clendric system closely tied in with their worship.
The development of these practices followed tribal lines, creat=
ing regional arc styles and special religious modifications.
There seems to be 3 correlation between the evolution of these
tribal styles and the spreading out of an mcreasing population.
Yee these populations st first do not scem to have had clese
enough contact to modify specifically the patterns and styles of

L. Tayo-tee-wah-em’, = Chee'-choemec
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- cach other’s cultures, Eventually this protracted phase of inde-
pendent civilizasion ended with a spread of ideas and peoples,
derived from Central Mexico, which continued for the last
four centuries before the Spanish Conguest.

Estimates of time arc hard to make in the absence of specific
dates. Yet to allow cight centuries for the duration of the in-
dependent civilizatons does not seem excessive, and to @~
sume 2 similar length of dme for the Middle Culture phases
appears to be well within the bounds of probability. However,
| several thowand years could have clapied between the finst
immigrations to Americs and the establishment of sedentary
agricultural seetlements like those of the Middle Cultures,

Rhythms of development are obviously not the same in all
areas. The conditions of the natural environment had a
found effect on the progress of the American Indians, and the
causes which affecr the rise and decline of the birthrate likewise
played a part m their history. The forcesleading toimventionand
to the development of techniques, the starus of the various ribal
socicnes, and many other important factors must have operated
in ehiis historical evolution, but it is next to impossible to recon-
struct them from the mute evidence of archacological remains.

Siice the history of the Aztecs and their forebears is better
known than that of any other American Indian population,
it is worth while to see how closely we can reconstruct the
social, economic and environmental forces which affected
them, Indian and Spanish sources illuminate the Aztec period,
and dim traditions shed 2 faint light on the decline and &ll of
the Toltees of Teothuacan. Only for the Middle Culture
peoples do we have o rely solely on material remains; never-
theless, in the Valley of Mexico the deep refuse-hieaps accomu-
lated through the centuries present a record more degatled and
capable of interpretation than are found elsewhere in Middle
America. Therefore, the history of the Azeees and their fore-
bears presents in small compas the major trends which gov-
crned the rise of Middle American Gvilization.
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CHAPTER 1T

THE MIDDLE CULTURES IN THE
VALLEY OF MEXICO

An wtempt to inserprot the history and seciety of the earliest peaples found i
Central Mexico through their archseological remains

T s first peoples of whom we haye a record in the Valley of
Mexico lived on the Middle Culture plane in the conturies im-
mediztely preceding and following the birch of Christ, They
occupied permanent willages, subsisted chicfly an the products
of their fields, made adequate implements of stone, bone and
clay, and fashioncd litde idols of term cotox. Their level of
development was about midway between a relatively primi-
gve bunting or farming society and the more claborate social

~and teclnieal systems of the ceremonial civilizations. fn the
Valley of Mexico there were two occuparions of this type,
which we may distinguish as Lower and Upper. The people of
the Upper Middle Cultures introdticed the ceremonial mound
ar platform and made occasional images of gods, defined ac-
cording 1o the laws of their ritul, while the Lower Middle
population followed a simpler religious presentation. (1),
(See Placw13.)

The Valley of Mexico was a superb place to live in at that
pime. Seven thousand feet above sea level high mountaim chains
walled in-a fertile valley in which lay a great sale lake, Tex-
coco) fed at the:south by two sweet-water lagoons, Xochi-
milco® and Chalco; ac the north-west by two more, Xalto-
can? and Zumpango, and at the North-cast by a shugguh
stream, the Acolinan River, which dmined the ferule Valley
of Teotiluacan.® The lakes were shallow, and their marshy
shares, thick with reeds, ateracted a teeming abundance of wild

1. Tewco'—co, 1. Haleo'-can.
2. Sho-chee-meel'co. 4 Tay-o-tee-wab-cm’,
e
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‘fowl. On the wooded mountzin slopes deer abounded. During

the rainy scason thick alluvial deposits, ideal for pnminve
agriculture, were washed down along the lake shores.

As village sites, the Middle Culture peoples selected points
along the lake where they could take the greatest advanmge of
the parural resources of lake and forest, and cultivate most
easily their crops of corn, cotton and other plans. Once Jo-
ca.mi,i.u a suitable spot, they stayed there for a long, long time,
enough for 25 feet of refuse to-accumulate at the site of El

¥ Arbalillo? and 1 ¢ feer at Zacatenco®.

Their hiomes were impermanent affairs which left no rem-
nants of foundations, foors or fire-pite. Little fragments of
bured clay, impressed with stick-marks, suggest that the
dwellings were of wattle, dsubed with mud and coversd by
3 thatched roof, like the homes of modemn Indian commuumi-
ties i this very valley. The inhabitants were not troubled by
ideas of snitation ‘or civic nzatmess, and threw their refuse on
their own doorsweps. Broken pottery, animal bones, all the
nameless trash that man rejects, found their way to the dump-
heap, but i most conspicuows element was-com shocks;
which, in the absence of domestic animals, had no possible
wse. This vegetable marter, disintegrating into earth, caused
the middens to accumulare rapidly and, indirecely, has sided
archacological rescarch, for an object dropped intg this mess
was 38 lost 38 the proverbial needle in a haystack, Even the
dead found their way into the middens, not, however, becanse
of theit survivors’ lack of respect, bur becavse graves were
dug more easily with woodsn rools in the soft, chumed earth
of the refuse-heaps than in undistarbed soil.

Mexican myths and annals give no cluc fo the identity of
these men or the langmge they spoke. The study of dheir
skeletal remains reveals a people of medium height, composed
of several pliysical strains; but not enough matenal has been
amassed to trace these affiliations precisely. The middens, how-

1. B Arbo-lec™yer 2 Zaga-te’neon,
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ever; fithy and fy-blown as they may have been, are real
historicul documents, Laid down gradually through the years,
the successive Liyers disclote the different sypes and styles of
the people's tools and utensils (2),

Archacological research refers o these Lower Middle re-
mains in the Valley of Mexico as the Copilco-Zacatenco cul-
ture, named from the sites where the material was first studied.
The stylistic sequences also receive their names from the places
‘where they were first determined. Specimens of both the
Lower and Upper Middle phases were referred to under vari-
ous names until 1917, when the first real excavation defining
the Lower Middie material was made under the lava quarry of
Copilco. In the winter of 19280 excavations at Zacitenco
showed that the Copileo remains were a late stage in the
bhistory of the Tower Middle occupation of the Valley, Two
years later the excavation of El Arbalillo produced deep beds
of Early Zacatenco matetial, enabling us to detect three stages,
of which the eazlicst, El Arbulillo 1, preceded Barly Zaca-
tenco (3)i (Ses Plate 1)

This archacology wocks with two sens of factors, peoplesin
the past and their material remains; the rerms used in distin-
gushing the onc do not always spply justly o the other. A
style of potiery may be very useful and important in defining
the presence of 3 people at 2 given timme; but it is a mere adjanct
to the reconstruction of their history, The making of the style
s not-an important historical fact in itelf. The technical litera-
mre of archasological rescarch must concern frself with the
methods of reconstrucring Indian history, but such findings
appal the general reader, who quite reasonably wans to know
the history icell.

This digressian, it is hoped, will explain Table It (p. 63),.n
which s summatized the material evidence for the hiscory of
Lower Middle Culture peoples of the Valley. of Mexico, the
creators of the Copilco-Zacatenco culture. Their fife-history
seemsto have beena peaceful one, withoutexternal indicationsof
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of war ot revolution. They made numerous tools of stone, the
forms of which were so satisfactory to them thar there was
litde change through several eenturies. For many purposes
they used obsidian or volcanic glass, Hard but fragile, it could
be chipped into projectile points or scrapers and flaked off into
long, narrow blades. Discarded fragments could be wsed
without re-touching, since the edies of a freshly broken piece
are a8 shirp 34 3 ravor-blade. Projectile poins, which required
{:m:fulﬂnpmg show changes through the yeary, caused by
technical improvements. For example, the stone-workers of
the later periods found that by notching the butt of an arrow-
bead it could be more Armly lashed to s wooden shaft,
(Sec Plate 16, bottom.)

Merates and manay, the grinding-stones and mullers wed 1o
grind ‘corn kemels into flour, were made of lava rock and,
being cfficiently developed for the purpose, were not changed
through the centuries. Axes and celts ‘were rare, and the-ex—
amples recovered were miade of serpenitine, porphyry and
ade, rocks not found in the Valley of Mexico. An oecasional
beautifully warked jade amament, like an earplug or pendant,
indicared trade and the cxistence of more advanced cultures
south of the Valley imits.

The tribesmen found deerhom and bone very wseful for
fashioning various kinds of tools, such as flikens for working
obsidian and awls for perforsting hide or siding in weaving:
‘basketcy, and they sometimes notched a dece shoulder-blade
1o beat out a rhythm by rasping a suck along the serravons.
A few erude thell ornaments made from Pacific coast species
testify to trade to the south and west. Wood and basketry have
all disintégrated, so thar we canmor tell whether the people
uied the bow of the athafl, or what theic techniques of
weaving were. However, we know that they did weave and
pestibly beat oue bark eloth, for same of their liede clay
images are represonted 25 wearing wrbans. Furthermote, 2
tiny fragment of cloch, misaculmsly preserved, was woven

e
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other (4).

These peaple were practical potiers, but were not troubled
unduly by an aesthetic urge, Minety per cent of their vescls
were solidly constructed storage and cooking-jars, ranging in
colour from a light tan to dhe shade of a bay horse. Acfirst they
‘made black bowls with theee little fect, and incised a rude geo-
mctric design, into which they subbed red paint. Later they
grmvcdap;mmb&mc:pp]ymgaﬂ:pmvmhapﬁm
which led ultimately to handsome channelled designs. In their
later days they gave up this practice, changed the vessel shape
and, after the bowl was fired, ook 2 piece of obsidian and
<tched a runming pattern that had the same relation 1o the pre-
vious stiff geometric design thac script has to block lettering.
(Sec Plates 16, top; 17, top. )

Painted was not very popular. At one villape,
Zacatenco, in the early period, there was a fashion of painting
white geometric desigus on red clay. Later on this style shified
'to spresding white slip on vessels and adding a simple solid
design in red. There was some further experimentation in iry-
ing ont different types of slip, but the most conspicuons change
wasin the shape of the bowls which, In the later period, differed
mmarkedly from the earlier forms,

This impression of smug competence, umnspired by artistic
‘yearmings, is borne out by the little baked-clay tmages which
ithe people made in abundance. were usually female, and
may have represented 2 mother symbolizing growth
and fertility —a conception common smong the religious ideas
ol mankind. The figures were not mlucdiuthmsclf‘:asthcy
are almeost always found broken and discarded in the refise-
‘heaps. Distinctive stylesscemto have developed in different re-
gions. Among the vastly more numerous locally-made figur-
nes there are 2 few which are the standard types ebiewhere, 50
“that Elhcliﬁl:i&nls.wcrtnnttm&t:dthnymnn have been
‘brought in by pilgrims. When we consider bow carefully.
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even if naively, the figures were made, and howclay idols were
manufactured in later periods to represent specific gods, we
must conclude that they had religions significance cven at this
eatly date.

The early sculptor did not work in stone or wood, bur clay.
His figures were small, seldom over six inches high. His
method was to model the head and rorso first and then add de-
tails, like arms and legs, nose, eyes and cars, by pinching on
little picces of clay. Later the fignrine was fired, and often after
firing the face and body were paimted with ornamental designs.
The sculpror strove for a naturalistic effect racher than follow
a rigid convention. Yet standardized ways of doing things
produced scyles that vary according to tribe and ro changes in
fashion or in technical development and degencration. (See
Plate 14, top.)

In our modern world we are sccustomed. to sophistiested
and selfcomcious are forms, Seen objectively,, these Early
Middle Culture figurines are dumpy and gross. Shom, fae
bodies, blobby noses, protuberant eyes and stbby arms and
Jegs are not attributes of a graceful form, according to our way
of thinkig. Yet handling one of these figarines and tracing
each step in its formation, one is conscions of an intense seri-
ousness and comprehends a whole world of thought dammed
by the wantof techmical facilityinexpression. An intuitive per-
son sometimes sees 2 populous world of shining fantasy behind
the meagre scribbling of a child. Behind these figurines must
have existed an austere realization of the complex thythme
of birth, growth and death in nature, cpitomized in the
miracle of woman and her bearing of children. (See Plate 14,

The process of expedmentation kept on throughout the
early part of the Lower Middle Period. A carcful observer can
sc¢ how cermain manners of presentation dominated the sculp-
vor's interest from time 10 time. The work of one cluster of
settlements differed from thar of another, and figunnes seem
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to have been exchanged between communities. Perhaps the
most atractve rypedw;lﬂ?tdinﬂd:mhdin.cﬂltuin
Puehla and Morelos; bur was so liked by the people of the
northern Valley of Mexico thar a small but consunt quantity
luis been foundat almost every village. These figurines, in con-
trast o the matronly bearing of the local images, have some-
thing of a gitlish prace, They are too distinctive and diffes too
y from the northern-Valley forms to have been copics
tade by the local artisans, (See Plate 15.)

However, a5 time went on, the imporation of another new
style (Type A) saimulated local adaptations. This sculpture re
~ produced in relatively acenrate proportians the rounded cone-
‘tours of the Centzal American face. The artist, by sinking his
~wads of chay into slots, was able to reproduice the curves of the
nisse and lips more: scouratcly in relation 1o the face planes.
This tiew style had no discovered procrypes in the Valloy of

Mésxicn, anid seems o live been evolved ongmally by Tres

Zapotes sculprors during the early *Olniec” occupation: s

itmaduction to the Valley alis broughe distinctive chatiges m.-
the form and decoration of certain types of pottery bowls, and

had s provounced effect on the local madition of dsy model-

lings. ‘The painstaking methods of the carly work were neg-

lected for the slap-tdashy fashioning of flat gingerbread forms,

coarscly conventionalized. Ode contemporury style was 40

crude thar it may have been niade as an intentional grotesgue.

Another quuing coneept evolved at the time vwas a two-headed

beine which must have represented some god or mythological
personage. (Sez Plate 17, middle, botcams,)

This, to judpe from the matedal remains, the Lower
Middle Culture people existed for centuries, developing cheir
own techmiques without beinig affected very much by onnide
peoples. Then they suddenly showed signs of being saongly
{afltienced by extermal groups from whom they borrowed an
art style and new types of pottery. The sodial deuificance of
thit cypological change is hard o intezpree. (Sec Plate 17.)
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The histary of are is also the history of artists who, in a pri-
mitive communiry, are not 3 specialized cliss bug the people
themselves. When an art is ercated for religious purposes the
development of the cantent of the religion and the requite-
ments of rital ace as important as the evolution of the artistic
technigue, These lintle higurines, judged by the smndacds of
the great ans of the wordd, are feeble and fumbling camples
_ of the social process which; in our own culture, we designars

as aesthetic. Evenas the dissection of a frog leads to the undes-
standing of the biology of more advanced organisms, so we
can see hiow the plastic arc of this Lower Middle Culrure passed
from a period of convention to one of experiment, and dhen
seatled back to convention agam. Contacewith a foreignsource
of inspiratiou brought in 4 new manner of presenation which
may have withered interest in the clder technique. Such
shyythms appear over and over again in the history of are.

The religious significince of the figurines & less ineelligible
A common concept in the religion of farming peoplss is that
of a fomale principle or generative foree, tied up with growth
and productivity. A goddess frequendy symbolizes that belief,
since man often mvests the processes of Nature with his own
atrributes and motves. The little clay figures of Zacarenco and
El Asbolillo always represent women, some of whom earry
children in therr aoms, but no two wear precisely the samie
costume. A frw exceptionsl examples have two heads.

Such evidince & little to build en, but it is all we have. We
donot know what lay behind the sculpture in the way of theo~
logy, philosophy and ritusl. The modern Pueblo Indisns of
our own South-west have few ceremontal objects which could
survive destruction and decay, and such impleménts 2 they
have by no means reflect the full complexity of religion and
ritual which these people possess. We shonld not, therefore,
leap to the zs;umption that the Lower Middle Culture people
were lacking in religious development because of the crude-
ness of their surviving cerernonial equipment
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The only other mdex to the religtous practices of dus period
is the treatment of the dead. Thev were buried; but seldom ac-
cording to a see plan. Some were contraceed, others extended;
usually a tingle person was buried ava time. Yer group burials
occurred, and the differences in the age and sex of the occu-
pants of 3 dngle prave sugges: a family interment. The skele-
tons exhinmed show no marks of death by war or scrifice.
Discase has left no trace, but over a quarter of the dead were
childeen, and few individuals reached old age. Offermis like
pots; tools, weapons and prnaments often accompamed bur-
fals. bur prospenty - life may have had something to do with
the practice. At El Arbolillo one half of the dead, irrespective of
age and spx, had offerings, but ar Zacatenco, less chan five miles
away, anly one out of cighteen was so honoured. The mour-
ners covered a few of the corpses with red paint made from
haematite; they left with one man his omament of mirqguoise
miogaic and endowed 3 tiny baby with two jade car omuments
and two pottery bawls, an unprecedented gift, suggesting ex-
coptionil parental grief or wealth, Some of the dead they
dumped into shallow pits, while they strecched others out in
formal tombs; lined and covercd with stonc slabs and floored
with clean beach sand (5).

The government of these Lower Middle Culture people is
not told in ts earthy record. The cconomics are only famtly
outlined: hunting, farming and a little wrade to the south.
Statos in socicty was apparently recognized, since the burials
differed in richness uf:f[uiinunft.mdmmtpmplc grant hoo=
out to the dead in tie same proportion as prestige to the living,
The wnor of life was peaceful in the main, but Nature seenis
to have intcrvened with occasional violence. At Zacitenco the
like level suddenly tose just at the dawn of the late penod.
Whether the changes in arestyles were broughtin by refugees,
deiven from their homes by the nsing waters, or were due to
modes and fashions from farther aficld, is sall 2 moot question.
Some communities, nhabited at the end of this period, were
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abandoned as local #loods swept over them,-sealing the re-
mains under several feer of ailt (6).

Yetabruply the Lower Middle Culrare people dissppeared,
and their stylistic traditions did not linger on into later perinds.
lmrmgrmumk:hﬂ:phmwhnwmﬂrma]:mnhlu Up-
per Middle cultures of Cuicuilco-Ticoman? (hamed from Cui-
cuilco, the great mound erected to honour their gods, and
Ticonun, their most carcfully studied village site) {T:I:-Ic 1,
P- 64)-
~ The Upper Middle Culture throve in the Valley of Mexico,
Morelos, Puebla, Michoacan and in Vers Cruz. It was already
in existence during the later phases of the Lower Middle Cul-
ture, in Motelos, south of the Valley of Mexico. Whereas
the Copilco-Zacatenco styles ceased abruptly, the Upper Mid-
dle techniques persisted into the later Teotihuacan avilization
and the high cultires of western Mexico. The Upper Middle
art, in contrast to the unity of the Lower, had srong local
variations. Yet the Upper Middle Cultures were the scaffolding
used to etecr the ceremonial civiliztion of the Teotihuacsn
Toltecs, and as such take an important place in Mexican his-
tory (7). (See Plate 13.)

A meagre listing of objects found in the carth congtitutes the
historical record of the Upper Middle Cultures, but by. can-
erasting these pots and tools with those of the preceding era
social forces may be seen ar work. Ar Ticoman, the most care-
fully studied villige sice, the populanion terraced their rocky
peninsula to make level places for houses which were two pes-
ishable to leave traces for later archacological reconstruction,
Iudl:mﬁun—hﬁinlnﬂ'bmmlmmcndamthmlnﬁu
adjacent sites of the preceding period, indicating that game
was gradually being bunted off, 'l'h: Ticomanos made s greater
varicty of stone tools, both in shape and in purpose, and they
found. that the fokes of obudian could be worked more
easily than the more solid fragments used in Lower Middle

1. Ewes-kwoel~co-Tes-co-aun’,
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times. Yet a8 techniques became more complex the capabili-
ties of the mdividudlsdiffered. 'We lound ewograves of leather-
workers who were buried with the toals of their trade; one
carcfully fashioned his implements, while the other contented
Iimeelf with chips and flakes, as if he cared more sbout finish-
ing the job than abour taking pride in sheer workmanship,
(See Plate 16, upper, middle,)

The poteers showed this same mterest in improving the
manner of living. They made 3 much higher proportion of
carcfully fashioned vessels for the service of food than did their
Lower Middle predecessors. They were attracted more by
shape and finish than by painted designs. Not content with
liztle tripods to hold the vesscls steady, they modelled the legs
with care, and often filled them with pellets o make them
rattle pleasingly. Acfirst they had oouble painting designg be-
cause the bumishing process caused the red paing to num. They
tried to correct this after firing by oudining the blurred pat-
tern with an obsidian blade, Later they found that painting s
heavy white outline gave a pleasing wrichrome effect, whicha
the end of the era they sbandoned for Smple polishing. (See
Plares 19, 20, top:)

They alsp experimented with a new process, negative paint-
ing, the same rechmigue as baok. A vessel was coated wath wax
or gum, which was then scraped away o make s pactern. The
pot was next covered with paing, and when fired the gum
burned away, leaving only the seraped portion coloured. This
meéthod of decoration may have had is origin in Central and
South Americi, where the practice is more common, and the
technique may well have passed from tribe to tribe unsil, a¢
this early date, it reached the Valley of Mexico in an imperfect
form. Archacology does not reveal the we of an mmlogous
muﬁodﬁ:rlcmiﬂ,butmthc:mdy&aﬂnﬂndmnhmph
ments were beautifully treated in batk (8).

Trade was much more extensive than in Lower Middle
times. Shell was more abundant and more carefully worked,
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‘but the varicties were those of the Vers Crur cosst, in con-
teast to the west-coast origin of the Lower Middle shells, Oma-
ments and axes of jade, porphyry and serpentine also pointed
to an eastern orighn, but fragments of pottery seemed to dis-
close a wide radius of commercial activity.

The figurine cult was still yery important, and the imagi-
native person cati read into these litde votive objecs the arnt
history of a forgotten people. Befare the Upper Middle Cul-
tire spread out mio the Valley of Mexico was 2 livde
setdement in the present ward of Gualupita in Cuernavacs)
The mhabitanes made clay idols; stiff and clumsy like the
Lower Middle figurines of the Valley but distinet from chem
in style. Sporadic examples traded from one region to anothies
show that early Gualupita was contemporary with the Lowes
Middle Cultures of the Valley. These Gualupita forms, ob-
viowsly representative of a much more widely distributed ar,
later crystallized into a Happy little style wherein the converi-
tionalized treatment of the face was balanced by thie variety
of the head-dress and of the posture, Thistype was being made
by thie Upper Middle people when they filtered mto the Val-
ley of Mexico (9). (See Plates 19, 20, bottom;)

The wave of technical experiment thar affected the other
artisans also sumulared the scalptors; and they began to ela-
borate these shapes, making grotesques 25 well as narurabistic
human beings, in which they tried to depice different pesitiong
and even actions. They polished the surfaces 1o enhance the
form by the lostre of its finish. To our modern eve the results
are not pasticulacly impressive, but they marked 2 step in the
technical devclopment of the art. Finally out of this chaos in
minizture two styles developed that must have been warsfac-
tory to the wibal sculprors, since they were in vogue to the ex-
clusion of all others. In one the figures were coated with a
polished white paint, sometimes touched up in red. They were
3hown seated or smnding; armnging their hair; covering their

1. Kayreng-vi'-ca, .
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cyes, holding a bowl and performing variousaces. In the other
there was a return to applying picces of clay in meticulous
detail, emphasizing: ornaments ‘and hairdress, s well as the
limbs annd features of the individuals. While most of the figur-
ines were female, a few were obvioudy male, 2 suggestion, even
though tenuous, thatthe theology was becoming more complex.

Supporting this theory, we find two arcfully individuabized
beings portrayed with some skill. One is 2 figure with a con-
torted mouth and the general lincaments of 2 baby. In the
Valley of Mexico this personage was crudely conventionale
ized, but ar Gualupits, a sculptor made superb and large-sized
representations that stand far above the general artistic norm.
They:seem ruly o eeflecs in clay the stcange miantile beings,
hewn out of gigantic boulders or graven on stone slabs; thar
dominated the religious art of the Olmecs in Vera Cruz (o).
(See Plate 20, bottom.)

The other being, portrayed in both clay and stone, is an old
man who sits with bowed lhead, supporiing on his head and
shoulders a bowl for bamning incense, This god was also im-
portant in the Teotthuacan civilization and in' Azvec times,
when he was appropriately alled Huehuetead,! the Old God,
and sometimes Xinhtecuhtli,® Lord of Fire. Such a divinity i
peculiarly fitting for 2 volcanic region, and his presentation as
an old man suggests the manifest antiquiry of mountains. His
continuous worship for many centuries would seem to make
him the oldest god ritualistically shown in Middle America,
even though the mother goddess of com and growth may re-
present an earlier concept (r1). (Sce Plate 18, top left)

Yet the full impact of Middle American religion on those
Central Mesdcan villagers is symbolized by the great adobe |
mound of Cuicuileo. On the skints of the volanic range of
Ajusco,? at the south-west of the valley, rmibesmen buile 3 mas-
sive oval mound, approximately 365 feet in diameter and 6o
feet high, to the top of which led a wide ramp, They faced the

L. Way-way-ay-xl 2. Shesootecoodi”. 3. A-hoos-co.
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sides with river boulders 1 guanl] againsy the erosion of sea-
sonal rains and, perhaps, to add to the effect of rugged majesty.
They reared no stately temple oo the summit but instead con-
structed an altar, open alike to the sky and to the eyes of the
congreganion. Wlﬂlmlﬁnckufdwmﬁ'mlsufﬁimﬂmdl
direction, the mound scems, to 3 modern, almost a spontane-
ous evocation of the mass religious spirit. The alar 15 a direct
contrast; here sloping reculinear walls and a pair of steps
flanked by low balustrades presage the developed architecturs
of a later day. The sides are faced wath smoothed adobe to
spproach as nearly as possible the plaster-work of religious
architecture fully developed ds:whn:c The whole Beautifully:
symbolizes the incroduction of a cherished ritual, as exempli-
fied by the altar, 1o the mas need of a large populution, -
presented by the mighty mound (11).(See Platz 18, bottont.)

The people of Cuicuilco added twice to their temple, each
ame replacing the almr by sening another above it. Once they
added a pew facing to the structure, utilizing jagged blocks of
lava mstead of the rver-boulders, They allowed refuse to pile
up around the base, covering up a narrow passage of stones set
on edge, which answered some forgotten purpose of the carly
builders. In nime they paid linde atention o their ereation, and
the rains weakened the stone veneer and let the sides slump
down. Then a volaano, Xidi} erupted, and molten lava
poured down along the slopes and flowed over the coustry-
side, creating the voleanic desert of the modem
Cooling, it left many feet of solid stone, sealing in the lower
third of the platform. The flow was stopped by the lake after
it had also covered up several abandoned sites of earlier date,
like Copilco. However, the molten flood affected directly only
a small pare of dhe Valley of Mexico.

The desert of the Pedregal is a waste-fand. The lava quar-
tied from the congealed stream isnow the principal building
stone of Central Mexico and the ballast for its tracks and ies

r. Shee'-tly.
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motor roads, In exploring qumrdﬂth:mlyim?aynf
Copileo was made. Then the artificial mound projecting
through the Pedregal challenged the imagination of Dr Gamie,
“who requested e Bryon Cummings to undestake the ex-
mmunntc:mm!m Finding traces of man underneath this

sheet of rock suagested 5 culture of immeasne-
able andquity. When did the volano erupr? On the answer
1o that question hinges the date of these Middlc Cultures, firss
races of man in Central Mexico:

The vast and precise learning of geology was brought into
play, and the geologists concurzed that the How was recent,
arid gave it the tividl age of 2000 to 10,000 yean, nothing in
serms of the millenninms and multdmillenniums in which they
-miu[l}' measure time. Hut 2000 o 10,000 years are cnormous
units by which 1o count the history of nun. The oldest legen-
dary histury of Mexico reached back only to 4.0, 500500 for
the fotinding of Teotihuacim, What happened beoween that
date and the cataclysm: of the Pedregal ? That was 3 problem
for archacology to answer, i it could (12):

First the mauwedaly from Copileo and Cucuileo, the rwo
buried sites, were compared, and found to be different. Thea
these styles were discovered in other parts of the Valley in
apen sitey, unaffecred by the local cruptions which formed the
Pedregal. Next several seasons of work in these open sites dis-
elised tharnor only was Capiles older than Cuicuilea bue that
Copilco-Zacatenco culture was represented by rubbish-heaps
twice ax deep 28 those at Cuicuiloo-Ticaman. There 5 no way
to measure the rate ﬂi‘mmuhtmnufmﬂhh:npi However,
on the basis of a deposit ar Pecos,! New Mexico, the begin-
mgandmdmgdmﬂwhmhmmumnrhﬁkmmu
does not seem unreasonsble to compute six or seven centories’
durztion for the Lower Middle Cuiture of Copilco-Zacatenco
and 300 years or so for the life-span of the Upper Middle Cul-
ture of Cuicnileo-Ticoman (13). (See Plate 13.)

L Pay' <
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The next step was o fit Coicuileo-Ticoman to the lager
pliases of Indiay history m Mexico. Cuicuilco and Ticoman
material I stybstically akin to pottery and figorines found at
mound sites in Puebls and Morclos, suggesting that the mass-
sve shrne of Cuicuileo in the Valley was an outpost. The baby-
faced divimiry leads back to the highly ceremonialized *Olirice”
cuiture i Vera Cruz, and the Fire God occurs not ouly at
Ticoman and Cuienileo snd the Upper Middle Culture site af
Jalapazeo,* in Pochls, but alio very Frequently ar Tootihuza-
Gan

Actual examples of Teotihuacn culture have appeared in
Gualupita and Ticoman. Yet much more significant was the
discoyery ar Teotihuscan that it carliest phase was dosely
affilisred to pottery and figurine commonly occnming at Cui-
cuilco, Ticoman and Gualupite, Thus the beginning of the
Teotihuwacan avilization was 3 pare of the same cultural mane-
festation that we kave characterized us the Upper Middle Cul-
tures. The lava-flow of the Pedregal muse be dated in terms of
the continuows history of the Valley of Mexico trbes, Cui-
cuilco was abandoned befors the flow ok place and, to judge
from the destruction, an appreciable time before, Six or soven
Inmdred o.p. then is none 1o ke a date for the eruption (14).
(See Plate 21,) -

Therefore, we must conclude thit one or two eenturics pror
to the dawn of the Christian Era sedentary farmen were
mainzining themselves in the Valley of Mexico, Their culture:
was sofficient for therr needs, and very lirtle i the way of our-
side influence affected them. Towards the end, influcnces in art
or, more precisely, religious representation began to madify
their culture: Finally, in the third or fourdh centurry -after
Chrst they seem to have withdrawn from the Valley, piving
way befrire the pressure of 2 new people. '

These new peaple may well have come from the regicns eant
and south of the Valley of Mexico, novw embraced in the siates .

v, Hal-lh-pah'z-co:
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of Morelos and Pucbla, and seem to have been in a ferment of
echnical and religious experiment. They showed greater
mecrest than dheir predecessors in modelling and technique,
and exercised something of an artistic independence betwean
villages. Their most impressive contributions were the mtro-
duction of religious architecture and the beginnings of defined
ritualistic arr. Their contaces in' trade and in intcllectnal in-
spifation. were with the peoples of the east coast, but they
worked out-their styles m their own way. Some groups built
clusters of momnds; others seem not to have taken up thistype
of architecture. They abandoned Cuicuilco, where they buile
their largesy platform, possibly owing to warmings of the
cataclysm that later tock place when thg Pedregal was formed.
Another aite, fifty miles away across the lake, eventually
evolved into the great ceremonial centre of Teotihwacan, the
first and mightiest of the temple cities of Central Mexico,
With the foundation of this new capital the frontier of
Middle American civilization shifted from the south and east
of the Valley of Mexico to the territory north and west of it
The Valley was no longer the haime of mribes raking their firsc
steps towards ritualized dvilizon, but the prond domuin of
the Toltees, tradinonal founders of civilization in Central
Mexico, who had their caprtal ar Teotthuacan.,



TABLE H

SUMMARY OF HISTORY
OF LOWER MIDDLE CULTURES

Eapry Pm.-.r.& Permunent villiges, gradual mlntimn::’:{ in
sottery and Bpurine types. Lang occupation, stages are

tter defined at some srres than others. £

Early El Arbolilla I: Figurines, C3a, C3b, Ci-2, €2, pouery in—
bt pind -

Tntermediare E1 Arbolillo ¥, Exly Zacateree: Hg:im:s, Cr=3; Gz,
potrery incised black, thick black, white, white on red, vagus
ollapecks: luseekleaf poing.

Lute El Arbolillo 1, Exrly Zasatenco: Figurines, Cm, Cih, Cic,
Cid, Dy, carly F; pn-n{uy =t in inteemediate period.

Late Prass: Permanent villapes, sharp shift in figtirme 1nd pottery
styles, introduction of mew I rgyhm;nﬁmﬂhﬂ'
%:.ﬂmhatbegi:mingmdmduﬂmi‘hm.w ich seems shorter thim

v Phase,

Transitional EI Arbolillo 1, Transitional Zacatewco : Figurmes, B-C,
B-F,
Copileo, Middle Zacatenco, El Arbalills IT: Figurines, A B, F, Cs;

thin black with etched design, red on white, red on
rm trade wares; stone paint mFﬂTtmy.



TABLE Il

SUMMARY OF HISTORY
OF UPPER MIDDLE CULTURES

Bawry Pruasi: Pectnanent +{llages ity Puchla and Morelos; portery s
figurines in distmenive srylss; tmde connections oIt Contemi-
‘poranity with Late Phaic of Middle Culiures of Valloy of Mexico.

Gualipiey I, Chaluls I+ Figurines, D1, Dz, D3, K, O; poteery,
simple silhovotte bowls and bottles i brown wnd red wage, |

Lare Prass: Permunenc villages, introduction of platforias and altars;
evalution from Exrly Phass in Mosclos and Puebla; rephcemuent of
Lower Middle Cultures in the Valley of Mexico withotit traniition
dutincoive figuanes and potzery which go through gradual evals-
bon; rinmalized presentarions: some sites beuer d thun othersg
Frsi settloment of Teotihuacm; lava Aowal Pedregal aftersbandon-
mene of Cuictiiloo, '
Barly Tlomas-Cuiwifa 1: Figorines, E5, B2, E3 13; sedeon-

yellow incisd pittery ; disc carplogs.

Intermediare  Tieoman, Citlcaileo JT: ﬁEm-im-: Gt, Ga, [r, Lz, By,
{:IM‘.. N ted-on-vellow pottery with white outline; incised car=

ugs,

Late Ticommn, Cwicutlo 11, Late Zacatcecn, Gualupin: I, Teatiuacan
I; Other sites i Puebla and Moreloss ligurines, Hi—5: in Go-
alepits, Cu and hollow Eﬁmu’;'ﬁm godls 1t Coicuilos anl Fice
;Emn l::.vnl:ry_poli:d::d: elsharate tripod supports; meved ear

tgs

lowed in cenre,



CHAPTER II

TEOTIHUACAN AND THE
CLASSICAL TOLTECS
A description of a civilization, the momiments of which are the wondsr of
Mexico, wnd o attempt to reconstruce the history of fte ereators from the
meugre and distorted sources available '

Tiix Toltees or Master Builders weee the finst people mention-
ed in the annals of the Valley of Mexico. Their customs and
achievements are so wrapped in the mystery which myth
draws over the raw facts of history, and so confusing and illo-
gical are the references to them, that a leading Mexicanist
once challenged their very exastence (1), The fices of the case
seemnto be that, in the late migration period between the tenth
atid fourteenth centuvies, maranding tribes applied the term
Toltec to whatever settled population they met, and larer ay-
sumed that name themselves as a badge of advertisement of
beitig civilized. In our own cultural history we have frequen:
casey of the nanies of stately Buropean capitals being similacly
applied in wistful hope to the dny humlets of the first sertlers
of North America. (See Plare 21.)

One set of anmals refers 10 an imposing civilization whaose
creators we may call Toltees of Teotihuacan from their ma-
Jestic capital (2). Other histories eecouine the lineage of chisfi
of different rribes, which we miay distinguish as Dynastie Tol-
tecs (3). 1f the history of Europe wete recounted in fragmenary
recorde without comsecutive dates we should have a similas
difficulty in distinguishing between the Ronan Empire of
Caesar and Augustus and, ssy, the Holy Roman Empire, svhich
one writer has defined as neither holy nor Roman nor an

ire.
m]"E's: Teothuacan Toltecs have been descrbed as greas archi-
tects, carpenters and mechanics. They were skilled likewise in
i



66 Aztees of Mexico

agricultute, cultivating com, cotton, beans, chili peppers and
all the other domesticated plants known to Mexico. From cot-
tm they spun thread to be woven into cloth which

from the fineness of linen to the thickness of velvet. The men:
wore robes and breech-clouts, supplemented in cold weather
by slecveless jackets, and were shod with sandals of :
the fibre of 1 variety of maguey. Women dressed in Intipilest
sdeeveless blovses, and eraguas, skirss tnade by wrapping a long
strip of cotton around the waist and legs, a costume which saill
persises in the Indian villages of modern Mexico, Warriars
wore armour made of quilted cotton, and used spears and
wooden clubs set with blades of obsidian. The club-wislders
carried shields, and Ixdilxochitl ¢ says-thar some soldiers had
copper helmets, although no trace of this metal has bee
officially reported from Teotihuacan-Toltee sites. Prissts were
distinguished by a more clabaraee costume composed of a
headdress and along black tunic which touched the ground (4).
(See Plate 24, botton.)

The ‘kings’ wore robes like the priesss and adorned them-
selves with necklaces and earrings. They wore socks 25 well 25
sandals, 3 great clegance for ssndalowearing people. They dis
tinguished themiclves s much by conduct as by dress, rising
carlyand eating only ar daybreak and at nightfall. They spoke
little, but to the point. A ‘king” had one "queen’, and neithes
conld remarcy upon the death of the other, although 'com-
moners might mke a second or even a third wife, A ‘queen’
could inherit the realm from bicr hushand, and her legitimate

-sons succeeded her, a statement stiggesting that the austerity
of the martial ideal did not mterfere with the royal pleasure.

The Toltees buile their palaces and howses of stone and mor
tar and wsed the temascal or steam Wath, which stll persists
among the modem Indians, They held market every twenty
days, or each month in terms of the Middle American yedr,
These markets were located in Tala, Teothuacan, Tulanéingo,

b Wee-pesl'ess © 2. Eosh-deckaho'<chass]
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Cuernavaca, Cholula, Tulgdan and several other towns whete
remains of Teotihuacan occupation may still be seen, There is
gﬁmulcrﬂmc&mﬁTimmha& their years and
the sacred almanac of 260 days, according o the patteen
&Eﬁg&d}mh A rerpret, £
on o YEORE Cra is t to in r
both the sixteenth~century Christian mentality and the late
Azice theology distore for s its true structure. Ixtlilxochit] re-
ported asupreme being, Tloque Nahuague,! who surpassed all
other gods. However, to 2 St God and his wile, the Moon
Goddess, tradition persistently dedicates the two lasgest struc-
titres at the sacred city of Teotthuacan, Tlaloc? a Rain God,
was mentioned as highly importany, and a Frog Goddess was
also honoured by a sumptuous temple. Quetzalcoad ® Fea-
thered Serpent, was worshipped a5 the bringer of civilization,
buit the same name was used a5 a ttle for the chief priests,
There were persistent myths referring to the canflict besween.
an old worship and a new;, symbolized by a struggle between
Quetzalcoar] and the war and sky gods of the later Aztec re-
tigion (6).

Apparently a basic Nature-worship was transformed into
au elaporate polytheism. Later history tells of the struggles be-
tween the vorries of one god as opposed 1o those of anothar.
The elevation of 2 god to the role of tribal protector led to the
domination. of his worshippers in the community, and was-2¢
important to the ancient Mexican s the domination of an
econamic or political system is to our modern populations,
There was then, a3 now, the same masking of desire for power
with convicton of rectitude. Probably, wo, there was the
same confusion of motives n the mdividual,

The history of the Teothuacan Toleecs is as tenuous as their
soaology and religion. The two chief sources, Ixtlilxochitl
and the Annals of Cuauhsithn® refer to different localitics, one

1. Thokay Nahwah-kay. 3. Kayt“mlco-arl
2 Tlab'-lec. 4 Bwow-g-hm’,
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‘at Teotthuacan, the ather at the west of the lake near Azcapot-
=alco (7). The eastemn history, written by Exdilxochitl, be-
-gan very properly with the creation of the world and the four
o five Suns, or eras, through which life s survived. The fimt,
s, the Water Sun, was when the supreme god, Tloque Naw
luinque, ereated the world; and sfier 1716 years fioods and
lighming destroyed ir. The sécond era, the Sim of the Earch,
saw the warld populated by ghants, the Quinamerzin.? who
almost disappeared when carthquakes oblirerated the carth.
The Wind Sun came third, and Olmecs and Xicalencss® fy
man tribes, lived on carth. They destroyed the surviving giunts,
fomded Cholula and migrated as far as Tabaseo, A maryel-
lous personage, -called Quetzaleoar] by some, Hitemnac 4 by
others; appeared i this era and broughe civilization and ctliics,
When the people did not benefit from his teachings he re-
tiurned to the cast, prophesying the destruction of the warld by
liigh winds and the conversion of mankitd into monkeys, il
of which came to pass. The fourth aye, the present, s called
the Sun of Fire, and will end in 5 general conflagration.

“Thiese four exas are mythological, with a-small amount of
historical information incorporated (Table IV, p. 78). The
Aztee vessions, which had five Suns, were more purely thes-
E‘:.‘I;] Yet these mythical oods and fires may recapitulite

lammities, such as inundations and volcanic eruptions, which,
sccording ro evidence found ar Middle Qulture sites, beset
man in Mexico.

Taltee history, when it breaks dwough the background of
myth, describes @ people wandering theough Mexico. Under
the guidance of an asrologers priess, Huemac, they formded.
the city of Tollan and electod 2 king whase refgn was fixed ac
fifty-rwo years. This was the length of an Azec year cycle,
major time unit having the same funcdon as our . The
lise of the nine rulers is given in Table V {p. 20). but rribal cvenss

« Az-ci-potesal’-ro, Shee-cabidan'cas.
.l'k. ﬂ::n—u—m?_-m:l. i“ Way'stoe A
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were stldom recorded until the end of the period. Hucmac dicd
at the age of 300 in the reign of the sccond ruler, after compile
ing a book of history and prophecy. This observation may be
back-handed explanation of the introduction of established
rrualistic practices, including 4 calendar and architecturs. The
sixthraler, Mitl, broke the order of length of ridle, enlarged his
kmgdom and built the splendid Temple of the Frog and many
other sumptuous structures, Mitl’s asociation with extra-
ordinary building opesations had 2 possible basis in fict, as we
shall sce in deseribing the Temple of Querzaloaudl,
Significant events for the reigns of the last rulers are res
corded. The cighth had 2 dominion extending over Tolucs,
Cuermavaca, Yolotepee, Cholula and Jalisco, The old gods
were still wonhipped, but the cult of two new ones, Tezcath-
poca,! the grear Sky God, and Huitzilopochtli,® the War God,
were introduced. Duning the reign of this king-a lady, X
chitl? popularized an intoxicating drink named pulque,® made
from the fermented juice of the maguey, which is to-day the
-standard tipple of Highland Mexico.
Topiltzin, the ninth king, who introduced the ball court,
hiad 2 reign fraughe with dissster, In bis time the domain of the
Tolrees disintegrated because of loal revols, invasions and the
bitter toll exacted by famine and pestilence, Tentilumcan was
abandoned. ‘When they could, the people emigrated south o
Tabasco and Guatemala: Those who remained wers absatbed
intn the new tribes, and their lineage was assumed 25 4 murk of
bonour by the ruling houses of the supceeding Chichimec or
Dynasuc Toleec period. Such is the story of the castern Toltecs
35 ser-forth by beelibxochicl
The dignity and awe in which tradition holds the Toleees
uffece the modemn visitor 1o Teotihuacan, Here in the valley
which bears its name, a vast area, three and 2 balf miles long
and sicarly tovo miles wide, was given over to clustess of im-
X =z o Sho'chitl.
! %mwwdf-ﬂr :- pool iy
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posing buildings. The whole zone was paved with 3 plaster
toor, mtaﬁutmnr times, This was no residential city
bur 4 great ceremonial centre given over to temples and houses
for the people engaged in religious activity, There is litele trace
of the humble refuse of communal life, Teotihuacan i an jm-
pressive monument to the wil which men exact from them-
sclves for their salvation (8). (See Plate 22, rop.)

The architeets built their city i several successive precinets,
extending southwards from the mighty Pyramid of the Moo,
This was pot 3 true pyramid but was truncated at the top 10
give space fora temple, and the ascending planes were skilfully
broken to provide terraces. A broad stair led up the south side
from 2 wide rectangular court. Addirional buildings flanked
this plara, and several hundeed yards ro the st and wess two
smaller precinces added to the symmetry of the plan.

Two rows of buildings of impressive size lead south from
the Moon Plaza. Excavation of one revealed lovely frescoss,
the content of which suggests a emple of Aguenloure. Another
group of small mounds les off to the ease, and directly south is
asecond large uncxcavated group of emples, which, fron the
emplicements found in the vicinity, is called the Group of the
Columns,

The Pyramid of the Sun dwarfs all the othes buildings in
Teotiliuacan. This great truncated pyramid, almost 7oo feet at
the base, rises in four terraces to 2 height of over 200 feet. The
slopes were varied by their builders to create an impresion of
greater mass, The exterior was faced with stone and covered
with plaster, but the pyramid proper was built of adobe bricks,
made from the refiise-beds of an earlier era. The fragments of
pottery, figurines and tools, embedded in the interior, were
transitional berween the developed culture of Teotihuacan and
the Upper Middle Cultore gronp. (See Plate 22, bottom. )

The Pyramid of the Sun is surromnded by 2 wide platform,
comstructed of square cells, walled by adobe and filled with re-
fuse and rubble, Oumside the enclosure are situated the houses
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for. the pricsts, Smaller mouwnds stll unexplored extend south-
wards, until another great enclosure is eeached, in this case sur-
rounded by masonry dwellings. Rooms with pilastered por-
ches open ont inner patics. There are no two-starey bu

but by mesns of plarforms some apartments arc rised higher
than others.

A river makes a natural erminus at the south, but across it
lics 3-magmificent platform, che walls of which are faced with
carved stone blocks; but the crowning temple has disappeared.
The feathered serpent is the dominant decorative motive, and
great heads carved 1n rugged simplicity project from the balu-
strade und from the fagades. These were originally painved,
and some still glare at the onlookers through eyes of burnished
obsidian. Along the Beade the setpent heads alternate witls
thiose of a strange being, who may be Tlaloc, the Rain God.
On the wall bebind dhem the undulating bodies of the snakes
are carved in low relief, and seashells, all Caribbean varieties,
are used to fill the spaces |¢&bythccurmafr]1:hodms.'rh:
effect is massive and awesome Though lacking the sinuous
grace of Mayg relief, :hr:dmr.ir:s&m:.nmrhclm.k
that of an achieved art. There was no fumbling in this work of
many craftsmen, labouring through the years, cutting stone
with stone, This building; called by modern mvestigators the
Temple of Quetzaleoat], Feathered Serpent, the God of Learn-
ing, is splendid enoungh to qualify a« the edifice for which Mitdl
was renowned. The andent name, Temple of the Frog, may
have asisen from the symbeolic asodation of frogs with Thlee,
the God of Rain. (Sce Plate 23.)

Onge the city was completed in all its. mighty scope, a
transformation took place, From the Pyramid of the Moot ac
the north, 1o the Temple of Quetralcoatl, every single build-
ing was rebaile. Booms were filled in and fagades covered up
to form platforms for new temples. Not even the gigantic
hulks ofﬂr: Pyramids of the Sun and Moon escaped the addi-
tion of new stairs and fagades. The Temple of Querzalcoatd, as
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was fitting, received the most exireme alteration. The original
shrine became the core of 2 high platform which dominated o
“huage enclosure, sutrounded by a broad rampart. Thiswall sup~
ported four lesser platforms on each of dhree sides, and on the
eastern wall behind the main structure threes such wemple
foundations. ;
The later huilding is less massive than the earlier. There is
less wse of hewn stone, and rubble is extensively employed.
_Although the reconstruction extended eventually to rebuild-
ing the whole sicred area, no violent shift in the styles of pot-
tery or figurines suggests conquest by new tribes. The new
architeerure has all the carmarks of & religions: reformation
which destroyed the symbolism of one cult o uplife o new.
Moreover, in one secror of the ciry the filling berween the lae
and the carly pavements produced much borned niaterial,
such as charcoal, adobe, pottery and the like, as if the debeis
from incendiary fires had been utilized for foundation material,
The events recounted in the annals ccem to refleet this archi-
tectural change, and possibly the new religion of Huitrilopo-
chitli and Tezcatlipoca replaced the old cult of Quetzalcoard
and Tlaloc. Cernainly the levies of man power, time and mater-
ials sufficient to achieve the rebuilding of Teotihuaca would:
- haye beea enough to bring about scrious popular disorders:
Peopls continge to live, though their religion change and
their kingdoms perish. Their basic technigues for maintaining
hife persist likewise. Therefore, toals and pottecy give s more
continuous guide to tribal history than the annals of chiefs or
the soaring bulk of religious architecture. The material cultare
of Teotthuacan i an important index to the listory of the
carly Toltecs: The contrast betwean articles for household yse
and for ritual became sharper as the Teosihwacan culhize
reachied its full development. The chythms of change in diffee-
ent types wf activity do not always synchrosize, and in the
Teotihuacan culture we distinguish two building pesiods, three
ceramic phases and five successive styles in clay figurines.
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The beginnings of Teotthuacan culture dre revesled by the
contents of the adobes in the Pyramid of the Sun. The pottery
fragments and figurines thow.an amalgamation of four culture
strains, one deriving from the Upper Middle Culture; another
cantaining the géems of the later Teotihuncan periods, a third
tying in with the tribes of westermn Mexico and 2 fourth of
unknown provenience. The litde clay figitres are hand-niade
and closely affiliated with Upper Middle Culture types. The
carly Teotihnacanos developed a new kind of idol made of
c:mjcly incised stone; A combination of threecoloured pot-
tery, like that of Ticoman, with s lostcolour process, resulwed
in a-four-colour polycheome which was highly characteristic:
Cllay earploizs were 4s common at Teotihuacan as acthe Middle
Culture sites. While the carly Teotihuacanos did not make, style
for stvle and piece for piece, implemients idertical with' those
of their contemporaries at Ticoman or Cuicuilco or Gualupita,
their material culture comprised specific elenerits drawn from
each particuldr site. The early Teodluncanes ook partin the
smie Upper Middle Culture migmtion (o). (See Plate 21.)

W hen the Teotihuacanos began their first big building opera-
dons their handiwork had become mote convent and
muore stylistically unified. Polychrome poteery gave way ro
simple lustrous wares of blackand browm or vasesand large jars
painted in red on vellow. A flourishing wrade sprang vp in the
impottation of a thin orange ware that attains ac tmes almost
an egeshell delicacy. For use i their relfigious rites the Teo-
thuacanos construrred cylindrical wares of black or brown
which they carved in ritualistic patterns, urilising such techni-
ques as simple incision, champlevé and, very rarely, intaglio
(10}

Their stone and bone tools were not capable of much claw
boration. However, since abundant depasits of obsidian were
close at hund, the Teotthnacanos wsed this material lavishly,
flaking blades to 2 scalpel-like narrowness and diipping took
of every variery. They made little antmals of this kard and
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bricde substance, and ground it to mirror-like smoothness to
make eyes for their great stone idols. Inaddidon they used lava,
not only pecking cut great blocks for facing their buildings,
but also carving designsand creating 2 seulprure, The greatstep
taken by the Teotihuacan Toltecs was to formalize theis religi--
ous art. Clay figurines which carried the main wend of artistic
development in the Middle Cultures became conventionabized
into simple little Bigures of men and women whose faces were
reduced to their bare anatomical essentials. Women were
shown dressed in lasipiles and enaguas, men in the masedi* o
breech—dour, The sculprory paineed the faces and the costumes
of both male and female figures. The growth of ritualistic de-
tmition may also be seen in representations of the Old God, of
a god in 3 human skin, later known as Xipe * (Our Lord the
Flayed One), and in composite figures, having attributes of
men and animals among which the jaguar predominated (11),
Their mastery of stone sculpture was most evident at the
Temple of Quetzalcoat], where shle presentation was sub-
ordinated 0 the decorative demands of architectora] oma-
ment. To make incense-burners, the sculptons embodied the
idea of the Old God seated under his bowl. Other actists traded
for jade and porphyry and wroughe these hard substances into
beautiful masks and figures, which stand out as masterpieces of
Middle American sculprure. Much of the work in stone bas
disappeared, smashed by the Spanish pridsss or beoken into
building-stones, but two colossal examples still survive. One i
the ten-foot statue of the se-called Goddess of the Waters, now
in the National Museum, Jade ermaments, huipil, enagua, san-
dals, every detail is sex forth, not as graceful accents to a suave
naturalism. but a¢ the omament o an architecrnral creation.
This goddess is 3 monument, 3 sort of monolithic building,
that symbolizes the implacable force of Nature. The other
smtue was never finished. It lies sill anchored o irs matrisx of
living rock in 1 ravine near Texcoco.® Lasger by. far than the
nomahshdy. 20 Shec-pay. 3. Tes'~co-co.
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Goddess of the Waters, battered by the elements, ﬂ::-imy of
Coatlinchan * cannot fzil to impress the modern visitor, Iis

cancept is grandiose, bue the engineering skill was lacking o
cut the seulpture free of its base, Promethens in lis chains may

symbolize the tragedy of European thought, but to me this
goddess, still s integral pare of the land that made her, repre-
sents the pamlym of Indian civilimtion. (See Plate 24, top
efe)

Painting and drawing found an outlet in the requirements of
ritual (12). The frescocs of the Temple of Agriculture show an
appreciation of decorative design combined with a sense of
patural values. One fresco which has now disappeared but
which fortunately was copied at the time of discovery depicts
a ceremony beforetwodivinities like the Goddess of the Waters
and confirms xtlilcochitl’s descripdon of the Toltec costume.
Carved vases present in full ritualistic detail the atwributes of
tiger gods and other divinities, and linde definitive symbols in-

dicate that some sort of writing was in priestly use. Unforium-
ately m;smrd hooks have survived. (Sec Plates 24, bottom;
58, 1op.

A ceremonial centre like Teotthuacan must have exempli-
fied the best work of which a culture was capable. The avil
‘cenitres have been lirtle explored. In' the neighbourhood of
Teotthizcan, some fow miles from the sacred city, great com-
munal dwellings were buile, embracing fifty and sixty rooms
st about patios connected by passage-ways. The rooms were
made of adobe and rubble-work covered with plaster, and
supported 3 life of comfort and security. There was also an al-
tar prominently placed, for religious duty was not canfined to
the ceremonial zone (13).

Another huge settlement lay across the lake ar Azcapotzleo,
Here the land is remendously fervile, so that the old buildings
have been razed to level the ficlds for prescnt-day agricalture.
Modem excavations to get the clay used in hnf:i: and ule

1. Co-gi=lin-chm’,
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have yiclded 2 rich stream of objects, and a few days’ digging
produces hundreds of specimens, Thus we may judge of the
abumdance of life in Toltec mes from the quantity of himan
poscssion.

At Arcipotzlco and ar Molalpan! near Teonhuacan,
hundreds of skeletons were buried under the floors of the
houses. Adults were usually seated, and che quantity of pot=
tery vessels accompanymng them suggests the richness of the
cconomy. At Azcapotzaleo sometimes the people lad grese
beasts, and after partaking they cast their dishes into pits pre-
pared for the purpose, Sincecliy idolswere thrown in likewiss,
we may be suze that these festivals were religious in character,.
Once we found 3 great red-and-yellow bowlin such 5 depesit.
It copotained the remmanes of the pidee, de résistance, the upper
legs and hips of a human being, the most succolent portions
tor festive comsumption. There is alio other evidence of hu-
man sacrifice, At the Temple of Querzalcoat] individuals were
buried wnder the cormers as foundation deposits, At both Teo-
thuacan and Azcapotzalco shallow dishes; cut feom the top of
skulls, reatify ro-othier rituals involving sacrifice and death.

The Tolteo dominion had it widest exent in the fine archi-
tectural and second ceramic period. Confirming the statement
of the ammals, remains are found ju the Valley of Tolues, in
Moreliss, and most abundantly in Pushila, At Cholula the Tal-
tees copstructed 2 whole temple site of enormons extent, which
later peoples covered with the single great pymmid so ree
nowhed for ity size. This Toltec site has produced no crving,
butt ane emple had a fresco decorstion portraying the Burter=
fiy God, a mythological being important to Teotihuacan
religini (14). :

The third phase of Teotihuacan consisted of a tremendous
reconstruction of the cty, followed by a decline in tie ares.
The architectural activity evoked no corresponding elabors-
mon in stotiework of ceramic techmiques, save in one respeet,

1. Sho-bal-pan,
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the clay figurines. The idols of this period represent some of
the fmest modelling ever achieved in Mexico: The faced wers
so carefully constructed that some studenss have considered
them poreraite At firse handmade, later they were copied in
moulds and retonched to bring them to a detailed perfection.
Finally, fike the other ares and crafts, the porerait style de-
generated, to be replaced by mould-made heads of coarset
workmanship, At this time, the fourth higurine period, Tea-
riliscan cessed to function as 3 scred cpinal.

ichilxochid s related that religions conflict, revolt and
crop failure contributed to the downfall of Teothnacan, To
some extent we can corroborate this statement from archas-
ological incerpretations. The architcctural change has the ap-
of having been made smultaneowly, in contrast o
the gradual development of the origmal airy. Teonhuacan was
builr over hastly with the maximum vse of original construc-
tion. The abrupe change in figurine styles suggests that 4 new
god wai honoured by this new preséntation. The drain on
human resources, implicic in such large-scale comstruction,
would lead readily to revale under the strain,
Crop failore could have resulted from deforestation and thie
ucnt drying np of strecams, At Tectihuacan lime comens
covered all dhe buildings and formed the entire paving. The
modern Maya Indians bumn ren times as much wood o8 the
quantity of limestone t be reduced, and they have the sdvan-
tagre of seeel axes (15). It is nor woo fanciful, cherefore, o asume
thar the Toltee musons, lacking menal of any kind, found i
casier to 1iso hearthy of obuined by burning overthe
forest, tlum to try to obtaiy the requisite fuel by chopping out
their logs with stotie axes. If this interpretation is correct, the
hills must have been widely denuded of timber, with 2 conse-
quent drying up of streams and erosion of ficlds. Furthermore,
the barren mspect of the hills of Teothimean to-day munt be due
to something mare than the requiremenss for fisel and timber
of the post-Conquest population. The Tolvees and theic
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successors, Chichimess, Acollitias and Asztecs, undoubredly
wonmbuted their fair share to this wastage of the foress.

Tradition ascribes the abandonment of Teotdhuscan to the
tenth and eleventh centuries, whatever the basic causes, How-
ever, Teothuscanos still occupied the outlying villages, and

‘across the lakes the enormous city of Azcapuml:u continnised

to flourish. Teotihnacan, however, wasa dey of ghoses. In Chi-
chitnde times the makers of the Mazapan ¥ culture occasionally
erept on to the ruins 10 bury their dead, but they never dis-
rurbed the silence by building houses in the zone. A persistent
tradition describes the great Azeec ruler Montezting as visie-

Jing Teotihiacm to tnake sacrifices, but no evidence exiss inthe

shape of ceremondal equipment left behind (26), The thres or

Aour Aztec potsherds found among the hundreds of thousands
‘of Teotihuzcan fragments cerrainly cannor be restimony to the

and ceremony of Aztec worship:
- Azcapotzalco was an enormons city, where dwelt 2 large

Fu]at:un. The decline of Teotihuacan and the gradual aban-
dl:mmmr of the castenit towns must have added substandally to
e pumbess. Its people did not follow the architecruzal prac
‘tices of eaclier times and have left no great monuments. e
otigitally seems to have been founded at the time of the fist
great building period 3¢ Teotihuscan, because the ame hand-
anade figurines and poteery styles exist 3t both sites, However,
the religrons reformation at Teodhvacan iuggmed by there-
butlding of the dry and the making of the *poreraic” qrp:of
figurines left no trace st Azcaporealeo. No truc ! * heads
occur-among the thousands of figunnes found in the western
*districe.

A fully-developed mould-made. figurine cult replaced the
older hand-made techniques, but this pmcua, was abient from
Teotihuacm. Just as Byzanfinm for centuries carried on the
sradition of Rome after the batbarians had sacked the pagent
“¢ity, 5o, ou 2 smaller scale, Azcapotzalco maintained tIl: older

f. Alasali pm,
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tradition of Teotihuacan. Yet the figurine cult was carried to an
extreme development. The introduction of the mould led to
mass production of images by skilled workmen, Thus the de-
tails of dress and ornament, which defined the gods represeneed,
could be rigidly fixed. Each houschold could be equipped m
miniature with the outward clements of a ritual previously
contined to special contres. Elaborate incense-burners studded
with moulded decorations reproduced the main temple altars
with their ritvalistc ornament. The origin of this practice may
well have beeniin Oaxaca among the Zapotecs, who ot only
made elaborate incense-bumers of this type, bur, since frag-
ments of Oaxaca wares are found in Toltee sites, also shipped
pottery to be traded to these northern people (17). _

Thivarchaeological situation clears up a discrepancy in the
ammaly that has made modern scholars tear their beards. The
Annals of Cuauhtithan recorded 3 list of Toltec rulers that only
partially in name and notatall in date corresponds to Ixtlitxo-
chitl's list of the rulers of Teotihuacan (Table V); It would
scem highly probable that the lincageof Crauhritlan referred ta
the chiefs of this western settlement which endured after the
parent site had been abandoned. The Azcaporzalco region was
protected by the lakes from tnvaders on the east. Theee was no
such tax on the population as it Teotihuacan, wheee the people
had to catry out a religioins reformation in architectnral termis.
Therefore, the presures from within and withous, whicl
caused Teotiluacan to crumble, wete not manifested ity the
west tmtil over a century later.

Civil war, religious strife and the yielding of the Quetzal-
coatl cult to that of Tezcatlipoc contributed tothe downfall of
the western Toltecs at the close of the ewelfth century: A large
cluster of baby burials ac Bl Corml, Azcapotzalco, suggests
ehiat starvation with 2 resultant stepping up of infant mortaliey
wiay have played its pare as well. Yet the conquerars of the
western Valley were the first to ke the name of the con-
quered and aggrandize their lineage by the assumption of great

D



ag:, Toltec artsand crafis duappﬁmd, and their styles had no
gantinuation in the work of the larer people. But the name
continued, and so did thae old, old cult of making images,
though the idols were now in honour of a religion with a new
persannel of gods.

The Toltec era, the classical period of the builders of Teati-
huacan, saw the full emergence of a Middle American avilize-
tion. The culture was unified and seems to have been diffused
by an increasing population. In the emphasis on ritual and the
direction of technical skill rowards the requirements.of worship
thus fronticr civilization recapitulated the culture lustory of
Middle America.



CHAPTER IV

THE CHICHIMEC PERIOD AND THE
DYNASTIC TOLTECS

Fs which are set forth the complex: evenrs, political, soctal and cultural, wirich
d 1p 1o the fornuation of Aztec cvilization

T clasical ea of the Teotihuacan Toltecs was an age of cul-
tural unity. The people of Central Mexico made the same
things, lived the same way and worshipped the same pods for
centuries. Dissolution set in as famine, religiows disigreements
and the incursions of strange peoples corroded the structure of
Teotithuacan avilizaton,

The succeeding era in Mexican history, 11001300, Was &
chactic one which eventually resulted in that mixture of col-
tural unity and political independence which we know as the
Aztee civilization. A tempeing analogy is to compare the Chi-
chimee Period to the European colonization of North Ameri-
o, where groups of many conditions and orts struggled to
populate the land and eventually incorporated the sum toral of
their cxperience mto the North American republic. (See Plate
25.)

Religions and social systems and peoples competed for
domination of the Valley. Several of the powertul tribes ag the
time of the Conquest had their origin in this era of confusion,
and from their tribal annals we may extract a fairly clear pic-
ture of what went on. As each tribe recorded its own affains
with relatively liele atention to those of its neighbours, cross
references are mare. History, in our modern sense of utilizing
past trends to chart the present and the funce, did not existin
the intellectual structure of ancient Mexico, and the maditions
of the successive mibal immigrations are in confising dis~
agreement (Table IV, p. 78).

The historics of five towns summartze this period: Cullna-

§3
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ean,! Texcoco, Azcapotzles, Cholula® and Tenochtitlan®
. ['1‘.-:1:1:: VI, p. 05-6). According to the Amals of Cuanlitithn,® 2
lonig, confused record referring to Culhuacan, Tenochtitlan and
the politically insignificant Cuauhtitlan, the Culhyas conquered
the Toltees and lived for a rime at their ancient capiral Tula,
The location of this Toltee capital is not clearly stated, but it
‘was on the west side of the lake and may have been either the
late Toltec site of Azeapotzaleo or the modem Tula, which
has some late Toltec remains, but presents more evidence of a
heavy Mazapan occupauon (1).

The Culhuas later withdrew southwards to Culhuacan,
where lhcy.esmbﬁshﬂi a lineage of chiefs, the length of whess
reigna they carefully recorded in their annals, In the middle of
the thirteenth century a new dynasty came in which the his-
torians called *Chichimec”; ir replaced 'the older line which
they called “Toltee'. References were made to strugples with
other mibes, chicfly at the northern end of the lakes, but there
was trouhle with the sonthern towns as well (Table VI, p.os-6).

At the end of the fourteenth century civil war broke out and
prople deserted Culhuacan, which became weak and 2 shadow
of its formerself. The nse of 2 new power; the Tepanee, who
had as allies the vigorous but ill-established Tenochicas,® con-
tributed o is downfall Yer before Culhuscan succumbed
eompletely to vasalage under the new order, members of its
retpning house had ewice been soughe to found the lineage of
Tenochritlan.

Ot the documensary evidenices Culhuacan was an extremely
tinportant ary-state. The consceutive reigns of itz chiefs
streeched from the time of the fall 6f the western Toltec Em-
pire to that of the rise of the important Aztec stare of Tenoch-
tthan, Culhuscn was considered a centre of civilization,
and for three centuries was a major Power inthe Valley of
Mexico. Yera visit to the modern town discloses no lofy re-

t. Coabawabaan’, 3 Tesidechtialia, §. Te-notch’cas,
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mains, for the ancient city is completely razed. Only the tem-
ple on the Hill of the Star, whichﬁmbdﬂndthnlmaqd
dominates the lakes, is 2 memorial to its past splendois. Far
bere took place, even after the Culhnas had lost their power,
the New Fire Ceremony which whered in each new cycle of
fifty-twe years and epitomized the spirit of Aztec religion.

Texcoco,an the eastern shore of the lakes of Mexico, was the
most civilized town in the Valley of Mexicn at the time of the
Congquest. Ixtlilxochitl, a descendant of the ruling house. had
access to the armals of his people and left a full history, dis-
torted though it was by his wish to make his lineage rival the
noble lines of Castile; but he had a strong historical sense,
doubtless absorbed from the Spanish priests who educated
him. His ancestors were a nomadic group which lived mainly
by hunting and eventually, under a chief named Xolot,? oc-
cupied the territory around Teotihuacan., They pushed west to
Tenayuea * and in the process leamed agriculture and assumed
4 sedentary life. While there they met other tribes of varying
degrees of culture and assumed the peactice of choosing a chiet
from a special lincage instead of electing him directly from the
elan leaders (2).

About 1300 two brothers were in line for succession to tlie
chieftainship, and one Tlowin, who wasmot selected, moved
back to Texcoco and headed his own line: When he died and
his son Quinatzin * took the throne two tribes moved into his
rernitory from the Mixteca arca in northern Oaxaca and south-
een Pucbls. They brought with them the worship of the god!
Tezeatlipoca, the art of writing and many other useful skills,
So completely did these people ransform life s Texcoco thae
the picture manuscripts portrayed the local population clad in
skins and the immigrants in woven clothing to emphasize the
contrast between their own cultuce and the superior mlents of
the newcamers, Quinatzin, who was an extraordinarily com-
petenc rules, extended his dominions greatly by conquering

o Sho-dortle. 2 To-nib-yoo'-ta. 3. Keetmtseen'.
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‘many adiseent communities. The ides of absorbing conquered
towns into the victorious state, 30 obvious to a modern mem=
ber of western dvilization, had not yet occurred to the Mexi-
cans. Imseead, defeared towns retained their locil avtonamy;
bue they paid a yearly eribute and their chicts had to makea
state visit to acknowledge their fealty to the congueror. Quin-
azn had some sevensy towns as fiefs, and lis dominion
jected down 1o the shore of Vera Cruz. His successor, Tec
lala, succeeded in umifying the Valley dislecrs into one lan-

L ATee

_ Texcoco and Culhuscan never ame mto direct conflics, for
they were situated at opposite ends-of the: Lake of Mexico.
There is evidence; too, that the Valley was not completely set-
tled, for in the mid-thirteenth century the Tenoches were abile
o thread their way sonth/ to Chapultepec? without coming
mto seriows conflice with the settled populations (3).

However, in the mid-fourteenth century there was serious
conflice. A tribe called the Tepanee, which lived at Azcapot-
#alco, outgrew.its boundariss. Led by an able and vicious chisf
Tezozamoc,® it began to extend its territories. Culhnacan felt
the pressure farst, and intermal discord developed, as it mse
‘when 2 nation cunmot feed ivelf and has no room tw expand.
Some of the Culhnas moved up to Texcoco along thr castem
shore and added their long-practised skalls to those of the Tex=
‘cocan community. The Tepanec, blocked tothe south by dense
populanons snd to the west by high mountain walls, purned
north and east to raid and occupy Texcocan linde, Otomi®
tribes, whose territory lay on the idands and the castern shore
‘of Lake Xaltocan, were pinched between the opposing focoss,
who would brook no neutrality. They moved north, snd the
two great Powers, Tepaneos and Texcocans, came into direet
contact and war ensued. Tezozomoc won a signal victory,
broke Texcoeo and alienated her vassals. He quickly domina-
mlﬂ:c:m of the Valleytowns, almost abliterating the empry
I Chapoolmper. 2. Te-mor-o-moe. 3. Otg-m=’,



The Chichimee Period and the Dynastic Toltees 87
shell of Culhuacan's former dominance. His son Maxtla® suc-
ceeded this vigorous and ruthless congueror in 1427, Flaving
the northern Valley at his feer, he oppressed the conguered and
intetfered in dhe affairs of former allies like Tenochatlan.
Yet he was to enjoy his conquests only a bare two years (4).

Indian governmental practice extracted tribute from con-
quered tnbes, but had not developed a technique for forcme
payment withour declaring a new war and making 2 fresh
campaign, Consequently 3 bond of sympathy forged from
mutually shared ill-forrune grew up between otherwise some-
what hostile communities. Tenochtitlan and Tlacopan,* towns
at the backdoor of Tepanec territory, made a pact with Tex-
coco across the lake; and the allics, rising suddenly, overthrew
the new power. Maxtla was slain his city burned and,
to the practice of the time, his people incorporated into the
allied tribes. Land was apportioned 1o warriors who had pee-
formed notible feats of valour. So compleely did the allies
break the Tepanecs, that all that remains of their history is the
memary of Tezozomoc and Maxtls and some petty local chief~
sams who succeeded them.,

The Texcocans regained their prestige after this war, bur the
Tenocheas, who had begun as mere vassals, grew so rapidly in
strength that at che coming of the Spaniards they had man-
aged to eclipse their former lords; as we shall see i the ful-
lowing chapter.

These events disclose a picture of expanding populations
and ensuing intertribal conflict. This cultural history shows &
diffuse background of tribal arrs and practices gradually welded
into a closely similar whole, Aztec civilization. The proces.
was achieved before Tenochtitlin attained eminence, so at the
cost of academic tediousness the term Azvec has been reserved
for the civilization, Tenochea for the people who s con-
spicuowly made it known.

The civilization of Teotihuscan disappeared before the in-

o Mash'rda. 2 Tla-co’-pan.
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flration of intruding tribes. The nomadic groups referred 1o
in the chromicles have left no identhuble remains. Hunters re-
duced to the bare necessitics which they can carcy on ther
back do ot leave much trace of their presence. Other imumi-
grants came from established communities and, after founding
their settlements, resumed building houses and making poe-
tery, thus reverting to their normal life 4s sedenrary Mexican
villagers, There were two well-defined cultures of this type
which are called Mazapan and Coyotlatelco? after the sites
swhere their remains were first discovered. What emples and
rowns the makersof these cultures constencted have disappeared
during architectural revamping in the Aztec period, so that ywe
have to rely on pottery and other imperishable equipment w
find out their mibal connections and their sigmficance for the
history of man m Mexico (5).

The Mazapan culture was definitely later than Teotthuacan,
for its geaves penetrated through Teotihuacan floors and i
refuse overliy deposits of Teotihuacan discard. These remains
were strongly concentrated at the north-west of the Valley of
Mexico, but extended to the west as well. While in general
they seem to have been associated with villages, refise-heaps
did oceur at the ceremonial site of Tula. [n the modern ows)
of that name stone sculptures in a distingtive seyle, cneither
Teotihuacan nor Aztec, may, by the process of elimination, be
assigned o these people: The lavish equipment of their brrials

zests that the Mazapan folk were prosperous and well-to-
do. At Chiconauhitla,® a frontier town subject o Texcoca, the
population, originally Mazapan in cultural affilianen, shifted to
Aztee styles with no transition. (See Plate 24:)

The pouery of these people falls into three main types suffi-
ciently distinctive to suggest that three independent groups
were united. One ware comprises deep hemispherical bowls
with decorations made in wavy parallel lines as if by acomb,
Allied are ather bowls with vagnely outlined maroon designs,

L Coy-o-tlahtellco,. 3. Chee-co-now’thu
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A second ware It uted for heavy bowls with wipod support
and floors scored for use in grinding pepper. A third consists
of bowls wich flat loors and slipped i distinctive colours of
white or orange. Such vesels were traded to Puebla, to the
shopes of the volcanoes and to other arcas bordering on the
Valley,

In return the Mazapan peoples received portery from distant
sources. From Puebla and Vera Cruz they acquired 3 popular
fine orange ware that was commonly traded to Chichen ltza?
m Yucatan, to Guatemala and cven as far south as Salvador
They had also the distinctive pseudo-vitreous ware called plum-
Bate, which had a wide orhit of commercial disteibution, ceh-
tring in Salvador and Guatemala, but reaching south to Pana-
ma and cast to Vera Cnuz, west o Tepic and north to Tala,
This ware i never found in dassical Maya centres, but appears
in the later sites. In the Valley of Mexico it never reached the
Teothuacan Toleec, and its distribution ceased in Aztec times.
Wares decorated in plaster cloisonné were also csteemed by
the Mazapefios, and a few examples appear far from their chief
source of manufacrure in northern Jalisco (6). (See Plates 26,
top; 27-)

The Mazapan people made or acquired by trade beautiful
spindle whorls with lustrous slips and stamped designs, Their
obsidian work was excellent, and the scalpels flaked off by pres-
sure were the finest in Mexico. Figurines were mould-made,
but poorly fashioned, 3 mother god and a warrior god presas-
mg the Tonanezin* and Tezcatlipoca of the Aztec period.
They worshipped also the fayed god Xipe, who wears a -
man skin, and in lis honour tiey broke through the lowly
limitations of their clay sculpture to make two lifc-size repre-
sentations of him, monumental examples of the potter’s are. A
smaller figure, carrying in his hand & liede: vase of Zapotec
type. was prepared with closer detail. Thus archacolagical evi-
dence confirms: the traditional origin of Xipe-worship in

1. Chi-chen” Ect-n’, 2, To-man-tseeny’,
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C_I-:}nn:, weritory of the Zapotecs and Mixtecs. (See Flate
ag.

This Muzapan culture was cosmopolitan, and was in touch
with the products of all civilized Middle America, Its hasic
warcs indicate a western origin, The suggestion of fused tribal
‘elements m the pottery hinesat the tribal amalgamations men-
doned in Ixtlilxochitl's accounts-of the history of the Chichi-
mecs of Texcoco. Thus archacological evidence corroborates
the native histories, assigning this period to the owelfth and
thirteenth centurics, when Mexican influence spread south to
the territories of the Zapotecs and Mayas,

The Coyatlateleo culture is confined chictly to the western
shiores of the Lake of Mexico. Excavators have not had the
Juek to find clearly demarcated sites. It may well be old in
origin, for fragments of simple vessels have been found at
Tenayuca, underlying fully-developed Coyotlitelco ware; and
stmilar fragments occur in Mazapan territory prior to that
occupation. A collection in the American Muscum of Natural
History from somewhere near Tula suggests a cross-fernliza-
tion of thisearly ware with decadent Teotthuscan elements, re-
sulting i a potentisl prototype of the full Coyotlatelco sryle.
The developed ware comprises bowls with well-executed

in red, which reveal mastery of design (7).

The chronological position is a little uncerrain. Beds of =
mixed Coyotlareloo debris occur at Azeapotzaleo and on the
Hill of the Star, behind Culhuacan, Dr Tozzer, who named the
ware, found it mixed with late Teotihuacan material ot the
type site, but my wife and I excavated & Teotihuacan site of
the samg period withour finding a single sherd among the
300,000 fragments we cxamined. At one ot two places west of
Tenayuca, Coyotlatcleo sherds have appeared with Mazapan
material. Mr Noguera found the extreme limit in lateness at
Tenaynes, where Coyotlatelco and Azrec 1I fragments wee
- mixed. The geographical and chronological associations of this
ware suggest that I:L makers were Culhuas or Tepanecs:
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Culhuzcan, so importantin the sunals as the sest of 2 famows
line of chiefs, shows to-day little sigu of its past greamess. Yet
excavations undertaken twenty-five years ago prove that is
historical imporrance was not over-sstimated, for it seems o
have been the base from which Azeec culture spread over the
Valley. Pottery, so dismal to read about, so importane in re-
Becting tribal patterns, wells the story of this process (8)-
Azice pottery is found everywhere in the Valley of Mexico,
and, owing to the Aztec custom of destroying houschold goods
at the end of each fifty-two-year cycle, it can be identified in
termis of relatively exact periods: TV, 150719 {the date of the
Spanish Conquest, which prevented the cyclical celebration of
1559); b, 1455-1507; 1, 1403-55; n early and late, per-
haps a century prior to 1403, and L Periods 1T and IV are trepre-
sented everywhere. Period Il s common on the mainland, but
less so in Tenochditlan, which was polineally msignificans un-
til after 1400. To date, Period | is represented in quantty only
at Culhuacan. The standard ware of Periods -1V goes
through a consecutive evolunon, but has a close genenc re-
semblance throughout, while Period I pottery s much closer
to the fine orange wares of Puchla which were eraded widely
throughout south-castern Mexico. There i alo a made con-
nection between Aztec | and Mazapan (9), (See Placss 24, 20.)
In the history of Culbuacan digested on pp. §3-85 the fact
was noted that there was first a Toltec drlmt}'. which was suc-
ceeded by 3 Chichimec or forcign régime. I misy not be
stretching the manipulations of the histarian roo far if we mig-
gest that the Colbmas changed their cultore with their dynasey.
Coyotlareloo ceramics, which have vague afilliations with Teo~
shuscan potrery, may represent the matenal calrure of the
Toltec dynasty, while the Aztec | pottery, complewly alien to
the preceding styles, seems 1o embody the material presence of
the new régime.
of Tenayuca, where great Mexican archacologiin, like the late
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osé Reygadas Verti, Ignacio Marquina, Alfonso Caso, Edu-
{rdn Noguera, and others, have carried out a superb dissection
of one of the emples. It was completely rebuilt five, or poss-
ibly six; times. The renovation answered the ceremonial re=
quirement of rebuilding and refurnishing at the beginning of
each fifty-two-year cycle m compensation for the destruction:
at the close of the previously elapsed period. As the site was
occupied during the Conquest, the reconstructions probably
followed the cyclical ceremonies of 1507, 1455, 1403, 1351 and
1209, with the first building erected some time carlier, The
fourth, fifth and sixth constructions (1403, 1455, 1507) are
purely Azecy the third remple built {1351) is o transition be-
tween the Aztec style and the simpler, more archaic methods
employed in the two earliest structures (1209 and the ongimal
temple). The three completely developed Aztec remples corres-
pond closely to the distribution of Aztec I and IV pottery,
between 1403 and 1519, The thangoonal temple and the sec-
ond building suggest that cyclical renovations were a
everywhere along with the Aztec I pottery of the fourteenth
century. The original platform of this Tenayuca temple could
have been comstructed almost any time in the thirteenth cen-
tury, since the building of 1 shrine did not entail the celebration
of the beginning of a fifty-two-year cycle (10). (See Plates 255
26, bottom; 29.)

The Aztec avibization was brought-into the v;tﬂqr at Cul=
thuacan, where it gradually supplanted the defined local cul-
tures. Where, then, was its true source ? The most probable
answer 15 Cholola, in the stre of Puebla, where still exdsts the:
lracst structure in the world in terms of cubic content. The
devated group of Mexican archacologists, whose co-ordinated
efforts have organized the rich hackeround of their Indisn
past, have been analysing this monument by excavation and
archival rescarch for many years. The results are important.
{See Plate 26, top, middle.)

Origmally Choluls was eccupied by an Upper Middle Cul-
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ture tribe which later fell tmder the doanination of Teotihua-
can-Toltee civilization. At thistime the inhabitants built a large
ceremonial precinet, 3 maze of temples, platforms and stairs,
catistructed of rubble covered with plaster. Eventually new-
comers, possibly with the aid of the resident population, per-
tormed the stupendous sk of converting the Toltec precinee
mro a single great platform, teaditionally in honour of the god
Ciuerzaleoatl. This mammoth construction entailed filling in
every building and courryard with adobe bricks: On iss top
they erected altars and quarters for the ceremonial personnel].
I one of the altars, Altar de los Crancos, they buried cwo
people and made 2 mortuary offering of pottery vessels, some
of which rewemble Azrec] in many respects, while others show
affiliation with Mazspan types (11).

Later on tht Cholulans gave up these forims for omate ere=
ations in polychrome, in which pore design and nnmliste de-
enration were elaborated to an extraordinary degree. The skill
of workmanship, the proliferation of ritual and the quanticy of
production from Puebla and the south surpass the work of die
Valley mibes even though dhe content is the same. Thetefore,
it seems reasonable to assume that in Puebla lay the source and
mspiration of Aztec cvilization.

Thefewannals preserved relatechiefly vothis period, and their
pages are filled with the history of Tea—Chichimec and Tols
tee-Chichimec lineages. Breaking off from their parent com-
nusnities, groups wandered away to found homes in new temi-
tory. Occastomally they seuled in unoccupied lands, but they
usrally imposed themselves as o mling class on some already
extablished tmbe. Often the conguerors called themselves by
the proud name of Toltec, usurping the nde of the chicf
civilization they destroyed. Thus arose the confusion of the
carly annalists, who, without the countercheck of archacology,
were hard put to disanguich references to the classical Toltee
of Teotihuscan from: tales of the warlike intedopers who
assumed the name of the vanguished civilization (13).
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Mosz of these wandering groups spoke Nahuatl, the native
tongue of the Aztecs, and of many other peoples in western
Mexico. Some, like the conquerors of Oaxaea, spoke the unre-
lated Mixtee tongue, Yet, whatever their language, these in—
vaders joined in spreading over southern Mexaco, Guaremala;
Salvador, even Nicaragua, such kindred cultural clements as
chiefly lineage, formal war, distincuve gods and characteristic.
ceremonial practices, which we classify as Mixweca-Puchla cul-
ture, Ochier tribes moved north, leaving a strong imprint on
the cultures of Sinaloa in the north-west, and elements of this
religion affected tribal communities as far distane as the south-
eastern United States (13). (See Plates 11-12.)

This movement of people; in contrast to that of their civi-
lized predecessors, was not the process of sertling unexploited
eerntory. Over-population seems the most logical cause, snce
it forces natiom to itk the hazards of war rather than submit
o the pangs of slow smrvation. The vanguished, whose
people had expanded into unpopulared territory dunng the pre-
vious epoch, had hiad no need to develop military techniques,
gnd 5o fell easily under Chichifec dominanon. However, in
view of the intimate relation between government and relig-
§on in ancient Mexican society, such conquest meant the wor-
ship of new gotls as well as the acceptance of new chicfs, It i
likely that some tribes adbpted the new religion previous o
actml physical contact, sudm:hcyco:ﬂddmhmm-mmm-
vasior, Yot the factor of conquest strongly influenced the
spread of Mixteca-Pusbla culture by tribesmen of Nahatl
and Mixvec speech.

War has ics advantages when made on the unwarlike. The
thin coating of Western aivilization which Europe kaid over
the globe has s minor counterpart . the lite Mexican in-
fluence spread over Middle Americs by these restless. tribes=
men, The winner's gods musz be good gods, so cults of Mexi-
an origin sprexd through the length and breadeh of Middle
Amicrica. Just so the Christian religion had 3 ready acceptance
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in Indian America when the missionaries were backed by
such redoubtable exponents of our gente fEith a5 Cortds,
Pizarro and their coadjurtors.

TADLE VI

SUMMARY OF CHICHIMEC AND
DYNASTIC TOLTEC HISTORY

9s0-1700, Eanry Cinciomec Pawon

Eastrrn Phase: Conmact with Toltess ac Tula (Teodhuacn) under
Xolod; Tenayucs | pottery; rude culture,

Western Plage: Teotihnacan V and wesem Toltes Empire ot Tuls
(Az=potzalcn).

rroo-1247, Mimois Cricmaec Pemion

Eavern Phate: Tenayne ooy, o by immigmnes; replicement aff
Toltees at Tula (Tula); tihal povernment; foundation of Texcocan
Cluchimee lincage in 1232; fuﬂlnp:mm: of fisfi; introdocton of
Mazapan culture,

Weitem Phare : Dastruction of Toltecs at Tula {ﬁxapﬂmh:o{]; move=
et to Culhuscan; foundation of Culhuacsn *Tolee” linkage in
1z adoption of Covotlateloo ceramits; fint Arteccvele counied,
Ti43-gs; secomd Aztee cycle coonted, 11081247,
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2700, Late Coiciowmec-AzTec 1 Perop
Ewﬂ%tgimﬂhhmm:af‘ﬁmmuﬁwmmuapmlmdﬂ
Quinarzin in 1208; persistence of Mazapan culture in east; peneaa=
 tiom of Coyuﬁm!cpunmd temple cult to Tenayuca(2).

Festern: Phate: Foundation of new d at Culhuican i 12813
muroduction of Aztec | poteery at Cilhuacan, with Puchlan odgins; -
constrscoon of Building T st Tm}ruca( )y Choluly rebuile (dlare
de Ins Craneos); Chaluls I pottery ; Tenochess at Clapulteper;
third Aztec cyele comnred, 1347-90.
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CHAFTER ¥
THE AZTEC PERIDD

it which b recorded the history of the Tenochear and the political
background of Aztee civilization

Tur Chichimec period witmessed nvasion of the Valley of
Mexico by various tribes and the gradnal domination of thess
tribes by a culture and manner of Jife that scems to have eman-
ated from Pucbla and northern Oaxaca. The basic political
unit consisted of a tribe rosident in a town supporting itself
from its own land with the supplement, if possible, of sup-
plics derived from the tribute payments of vassals. Ac the head
of the State was a chief of lineage who also performed codes-
tastical fimctions. Craftsmanship was highly skilled, and erade
Hourished ro furnish taw materials for the armsans. This pro-
ductviry, however, was directed towards religion and rieual
rather than the creation of personal wealth. Religion wasan
elaborate polytheism based on Namre-worship, with some
god or gods singled out for special adoration, but the working
of the tonalpohualli} or sacred almanac, bronght the full fores
of divine powers o aid man in his life on carth. (See Plate
29.)

The history of the Tenocheas, the Mexico City Aztecs, shows
fow a tribal body lived and acquired the position of an im-
portant Seate, According to their own records, the Tenochess
started their wanderings in a.p, 1168, though this date & ar-
bitrary, and possibly represents the date of the invention of
the calendar systemiin vogue in Central Mexico (1), At firstthey
lived on an island in 3 lake in western Mexico and crossed in
boats to the shore, In a hillside cave they found anidol of Hust-
nlopochdi (Hummingbird Wizard), which had the uscful
ability to speak and give them good advice. The accounts

1. ro~tud-po-wahl'd
o7
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differ, and some have the Tenocheas starting off on their tra-
weis with several other tribes from 2 group of caves in which
they origimated. The names of the tribes are seldom the ssme
i any two annals, but they alwiys refer to imporrane eribal
entities at the time the particular history was inscribed (Table
VL, p. 102-3). These beginnings may be considered as formal-
fzed arigin myths withour historical significance (2). (See Plate
62, top nghe. )

The Tenocheas carried their new god's image with them ot
their journey. At each stopping place they see him up to be
worshipped, and in retumn he advised them. Their method of
: fe Was to stay a year or more at & given place, while
pioneers scarched the land for another site and planted a erop
there 1o harvest when the whole teihe arrived. The lisc of
stopping places is highly dubiops, and the different tradinons
disagree. Not until the tribes reached the lakes of Mexico are
the localitics mentioned casily idendfisble or in commun
accord.

Tihic Tenochcas entered the lakes from the norde-wese, via
Tuls and Zumpango, so there may be a basis for helieving their
orginal home was in Michoacan! They seem 16 have made
cvery effort to avoid fighting, by keeping away from settled
lands. Ar one plice they split up, ar another they sacrificed
three individuals, according to the prescribed ritual of opening
up the scomach and tearing out the hearr, and at 2 thied place
they leamned how to make pulgne,

Their records make little reference to the rribes already in
the Valley, and their own entrance was relatively unnoticed
by the others. However, the hieroglyph of Tezozomoc in one
manuscript suggests the obvious conclusion that they had o
bave Tepanec ission to pass through Ascaporzaleo and

uim]:m:, where the beautiful park now ic. Here

remained happily for nearly a generation. Their neigh-

m seerm to Invf::chn small hit growing communities, so
1 Mich-o-acan’.
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that conflice was inevirahle, The Tenochaas began the strife
becanse their young men went up the lake to Tenayocs o raid
and seeal wives, 2 common North American Indian method of
gaimng presage: Their more powerful neighbours became rri-
tated and made up a puniove expedition m which TtE:nca.
Cullias-and Xochimileas took: part. The resule was hornd;
the Tenochea chicf Huitzilhuitl? and most of the tribe had to
go to Culhuacan territory o dwell in serfdom, while the
rest escaped o the lake, where some Jow-lying idands offeted
cefuge. The main body stayed in Tizapan,® near the preseng
San Angel, where they were under the eye of Coxcox? the
chief of Culhuacan. The Tenocheas detested the waste, which
was barren in all except posonous suakes and insects. Huicrilo-
pochali they still enshrined, but his words had sunk so loww that
the Culhuas Gime to mock him at his shrine and toss nameless
filth mro the remple (3).

Fimally, however, the tide turned. Coxcox became mnvolved
i a wir with Xochimileo and called upon his vassals to ad
him: When the Tenochcas reached the hield of bastle they
rushed vo thie atack and took no less than thircy prisoners,
from each of whom they detached an ear with their ohsidian
knives before sending him to the rear. After the battle Coxcox
made a speech praising the valour of his forees in mkitge so
many prisoniers but denigrating the Tenocheas who came back
empey-handed, The vassals waited until their lord had Anished
speaking, and then inquired of him why cach captive was
short of an ear. The anenton of the Culhuas being aveted 1o
this exmaordinary circumstance; the Tenochas opencd their
pouches md displayed the missing ears. proving beyond cawl
the measute of their prowess. Cleatly the war-sacrifice cult had
reached the Valley by this time, for the emphasis set on the k=
ing of prisonery inidicates that thiswas one of the chief p
of war, Furthiermore, 2 drawing shows the later sacrifice of the
prisoners, a cult practice the accomplishment of which was to.

. Went-zecl-weetl, 2 Teompan’.  j. Cothcosh,
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make the Aztecs decaded by other tribes throughout die lengeh
and breadth of Mexico. _

So great had the prestige of the Tenochcas become that they.
went to their lord, Coxcox, and asked for his daughter as 3
wife for their chief so that they might found a dynasty. Cox=
cox granted their request, and the Tenochcas were so overcome
with gratitude chat they sacrificed the luckless girl and draped
her skin on a priest wo impersonate a Nature-goddess, Tocl,
Then, with something less than tact, they invited the father to
the cerenmiony. He, expecting a murriage celebration, “was
utterly horrified, and summoned his warrions 1o exteeminate
the Tenocheas, who forthwith fledl to the lake, rejoining their
brethren already there.

There were two commmunitics on the slands ar the middls
of the fourteenth century : Tenochtitln, which seems to have
‘become an entity in 1335, and Thltelolco,! which was
tounded about the same time. They were both havens for mal-
contents from the mainland, and sbour the middle of the cen=
tury each was large enough to petition the mamland tribes fora
chief 1o found a dynasty. Thlteloleo recsived 1 Jeader from
the Tepanecs; and the Tenochess again induced Cullivacan to
provide them with a chicf, Acarspichtli® The sccounts vary
4s to whether or tiot he arrived as a lad accompanied by his
mother. The Annals of Cuauhritlan mention that at this time
the Tenochas were erecting houses of stone, an indication
that 2 community had to reach 5 definite stage of develap-
ment before enjoying the prestige of an importane lincage
().

}[u the rime of Acamapicheli the Tenochcas were tribugaries
and allies of the Tepance and foughe successfully against Teta-
yuca and Culhuacan. Yeo cheir ficld of operations was minute,
and a morming's automobile ride will enable the curiows to sce
the whole scene of Tenochean history. Huitdlhuid I suc-
ceeded Acamapichtli at his death, and prudently ensured the

L Thlchol“ee, 2 Ah-cam-s-poccli-ti
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future of the nascent state by marrying the daughter of Tezo-
zomoc. He was chief during the final struggle berween the two
great wers, the Tepanecs and the Texcocans, a war
which ended in the death of the Texcocan chief, Extlilxochitl,
and the dispersal of his fiefs.

Chimalpopoca ! succeeded his half-hrother Huitzilhuiel,
and his reign was franght with disaster. Texozomoc died, and
his son Maxtls succeeded him at the cost of murdering a
broher. Maxtla was frankly out for power, and kept the ciry-
states of the valley in a ferment of intrigue and oppression,
Finally he murdered Chimalpopoca, and alsa the chicf of the
neighbouring town of Tlaltelolco, adding msult 1 mjury, ac-
cording to Indian thinking, by stepping wp the tmbute pay-
ments a5 well,

The people of Tenochtitlan were seething with indignation,
and the small mamband rown of Tlacopan (Tacuba) was sym-
pathetic to the oppressed. Nezshualcoyotl,® the legitimate suc-
cessor to the chiefiainship of Texcoco, had tken to the hills
after the defear of his naton and was stirring up opposition o
the enemy. He induced the Tenochcas under their new chief
Irzcoatl # o attack Azeapotzalco through the back door of
Tlacopan, while he rallied the Texcocans and their mibutaries
to assault the enemy with columps commg both by canoe and
overland around the lakes. After a long war of several weeks
the allies were successful. (See Plate 63:)

Nezahualcoyod doubtless mtended thar his State should re-
gamn its position as the dominant Power in the northem lake
country. But he did not realize that when he formed the wriple
alliance for mutual defence and offensive Frnhr. he lud the:
foondagon for a rival State which would surpass Texcoco,
The Tenocheas and the Texcocans were cach to receive twio
shares ol all loog, the Tlacopans one, but the division was prob-
ably liberally interpreted by whichever chanced 1o be the
strongest of the three allies. The Tenoclicas gained land on the
r. Chee-mal-popo'cs. 2 News-walcoy—otl. 3. Eerz'-co-l
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TABLE VIII

SUMMARY OF AZTEC HISTORY BEFORE
THE RISE OF TENOCHTITLAN

2901351, Eamry Azrec Il Pruop

Eastern Phase: Introduction of picture writing and other ares as Tes-
eoca by people from the Mixteca; adoption of Aztec Ia poticry.
Western vr Culliug Phase : Cyclical reconstruction at Tenayuca, Baild-
g II; adoption of Aztec Ha potrery, retention of Covotlatele E i)
pottery; revolt of Tenocheas at Chapaltepee, settlement of T
titlin; fourth Azec cycle counted, 1299-1351.

Caifhagean Carealetislams Critlahsias Tegcene Tenschrintan
Cuaghitiix Terabecotl]  Mishustonalizing

304-11 1209-1338 P300-1 700
Yohuallatonar Axayalain Teaoch (3]
13101-21 1§
Tanhicoatzmn  Vatli Anzsteamualizm
133134 1334 1iod-ay 1208-1357
Kilmitlemoo Totepeubtceuth Lineape Depin
1334-12 1324-45
i Crusen Hancachl
134314 1340-%3

r3sr-1403, Late Arrec 1l PEmion
Exstern Phase: Unification of lun,_gtuﬁll:chcthndﬂa; political and

dominance of Texcoco; s pottery and homo~
gentity of caltare; Cholula IV porery: cyelical dumps st Chico—-

Westerst Phase: Decadince of Culhuacan; rise of Tepanees at Azcapot-
zileo; eyclical recomutmuction of Tenayuca, Building IV, Azpec
transition; captive Tenochcas escapeto build in seone and adopt line
sge pattern with Acamapichtli; fifth Aztec cycle couneed, r3ci-

41401,

Cnliuzacan Climnhitten Cuiglabne Teeeoca Tenachiishan

Coxrox (ras=n
1353-76 Fhalyenion 113463
308-r2
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Acmspichill  Temarmcocmitzm  Mamatnin  Techotlals

1y7e-88° 137574 T Iiede 1aETTE0
Achmomed  Thcuteotin Pickarzin Husrilhmind U
1388-1400 1370-4g r§Rg-4 1305—1ita
TABLE IX

SUMMARY OF AZTEC HISTORY AFTER
THE RISE OF TENOCHTITLAN

1403-53, Earay Azrec 1l Pemon

Eaitern Phas : Political dliminarian of Texcoco n first half of period:
with later recovery; prosperity and culmral adyance ander Nezah-
uslcoyotl; expansion of E‘hm at Chiconauhtls; Aztec s pottsryy
Choluls ¥ 'pottery; cvelical dimps st Cliconmuhtls and Me=
lones, Texcoco,

Western Phase: Political extinction: of Callumcan; sise and Gl of
Tepancas; rise of Tenochiitlm with organization of Triple Alliances

of conguest and war-captive pattern; eyclica] seconsruction

4t Tenavucs, Building IV cyclical damp in Zocalo, Mexica City;
broad diffimion of Aztec 1l postery; sixth Aztee oyele coun
1403—55

Calbeaars Conlatithmi Cluitialnes Texcand Tenecktizia
Manbyetl Haliemoc  Tepolommayol Isthilsochal Chinnlpopocs
1400-11 1300-58 130%-1413 1iog-18 1404-28
(240%)
: Tepanec Tyraniy

erarinoe [5.555T
1i43-1837 14-_'-""#‘

Maxls
-39
Texvocan Linespe Montezzuz |
Resumed L4563
Nezalnplooyed

=T



i455-1507, Lare Azrec T Puowon

Eastern Phase: Continued development of culture at Texioco; grawith
of Chicosuhtla palace; elaboration of ceramics; Azeeclib portery:
cyelicl dump 3t Cliconanhils,

iWettern Phase: Political pover of Tenochtitling extersion of conquess
over Mexico and Guatemals; recomstruction of temple; -
GFease in capnive sacrifice; claborstion of rireal; diffision of Axtec
lb potery; oyclical reconstruction at Tenayucs, Building V;
cyelical dump m Nonoales, Mexica City; seventh Aztec cycle:
couneed, 1455-1507.

Cullinscan Caestailvritl Canitlahucas Texvoce Tenasrtition.
mnimiporeant  unbmporant  gmimportast Nembusslnij
IyFa-T3516 1451

Toe
148586
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1436-555)
1go7-1510 (Cosquest) Azrec [V
Eh[:tm Phise: Gr:rwing l’rl.-:tif:il between Texcocn and Tmllgl;lhmﬂ‘
o of Chiconsulls palece; Aztee IV pottery styles wi
fmad. ﬁ c Conguest. g '
'Fﬂﬂﬂl‘ Pﬁm: T'.'ﬂﬂcllﬂ:ﬂlﬂ I.:!I'.I'mmﬂm wi;h md'm nﬁmn:
mainterames of old conquest rther than suceess of ‘new oties: -
eyelical tmnﬂmﬁuuc;?]l‘m'j'un, Building VI; Aztec IV
with many [lfe forms; cighth Aztec cyele comnted, 150754, in-
complete with Conguesc.
Tiexvoco Temeditifian

Ciamz  Moatesuea ]
3519 13503=-20
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lake shore, which gave them a strong foothold for further con-
quest. Since this new territory was granted o the leading war-
riors, & caste of power and wealth was establishied. Thus our-
wardly the conquest brought the Tenocheas from the condition
of a feodal mibutary to that of an independent State. Inwardly
there was a change of fecling, a shift from an inferiority © 2
superiority complex. Irzcoatl, the fourth Tenochcan chief, ex-
pressed this armtude by orderingall the historical picture matite-
scripis to be bumed, ‘as they were not sppreciated by the or-
dinary people” (s).

From the time of Tezcoat] the State histories are in very close
accord. These written prior o his accession in 1428 exhubic
considerable conflict, often resulting in discrepancies off a fty-
psvo-year cyele or more. | think this lack of agreement arose
from the split in the erilial continuicy at the time of the Chapul-
tepec defeat in 1300, Part of the rribe refigeed to the islands in
the lake and founded a town in 1335 or thereabouts, ruling it
under a tribal council and a main chief. The other group was
taken to Tizapan, and beame avilized according o Cullwa-
can stmdards. The fonnding of Tenochtitlan, from their pomt
of view, did not ke place ml they joined the original
colony on the lake, where, as soon as possible, they erected
stonc temples, and tried to found 3 dynasty.

Itzcoat] enabled the Tenocheas to assume Asec aivilization.
His listorical refornis donbtless coincided with ricualistic re-
pulatians as well, for he undertook the construction of temples
and the erdering of 2 religious hicrarchy. He ordamed the
ranks of the civil government and superintended the building
of the city, constructing catscways to the mainland 1o ensure
gasy aceess, Systematically Irecoat! began to mop up those inde
pendent Valley tribes tiot subject 1o Texcoco; he also won vie-
taries and acknowledgments of supremacy from the powerful
Chalcas and Xochimilcas, tribes caltorally allied more closely
w the Poebla groups than to those of the porthern Valley. To
show his independence Iizcoar! had a beush with Nezhozl-
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coyotl’s Texcocans, and thereafter the peace between the for-
mer allies was somewhat precarions.

Montezama * I, sumnamed Uhuicamina,? the Wrathy, suc-
ceeded lezcoatl after his death in 1440, This chicf, already
murked as 4 leader in the wars of Itzcoatl, extended the domina-
Hon of Tenochtitlan even farther. He successtully foughe the
Chalcas, who detested the tribes of the northern Valley, and
crossed the mountains to raid eastwards into Puchla and Vera
Crtiz and southwards ro conguer towns in Morelos and Goe=
rero. A fairly close military co-operation must have existed be-
tween Texcoco and Tenochtidan, for conquests claimed for
Tennchitlan by Tenochcan historians appear ai gains for Tex-
coco in the Texcocan aunals, Poor Tlacopan disappears from.
thescene, possibly independene seill, bue cerainly unconsidersd
11 the vision of pelf, a situation recalling that of Itdly in 1018,

Under Montezuma | the cultural aspects of Tenochtitlan
progressed mightily. He wok measures to ensure the health of
his people, building an aqueduce from the springs of Chapulte-
pec o bring an sbundance of sweet water to the city. Around
the eastem rimof his capital he cansed agreat dvke tobeerected
w dam off the spread of the lakes during the rainy scason.

The conguests into Puebla brought the Tenochcas in rouch
with the high]}'vd:\rc]ﬂpcd religion of that area, 5o thae many
additional temples were built in honour of gods and goddesses
which were revered by the conquered tribes. In times of rela-
tive peace he revived the War of Flowers, a ceremonial contest
between warriors of two tribes or groups of tribes, in order
that prisoncrs might be mken for sacrifice without the econn=
smic dislocation of formal war. This practice was known long
before in the Valley, the Tenocheas: participating in sach
struggles with the Chalcas in 1376-84, but the Tenocheas had
been so contmuously at war that they were accustomed to
take their prisoners the hard way (6).

The crops filed from 14571 10 1456, DWINg to severs storms

L Mon-tiy-z2oo®™ma. 2 [Levcesali-meen'-z.
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and frost. Many. people died, and others, unable 1o support
themselves, adopted voluntary slavery in order ro share the
bounty of the more fortunate, Usuilly a famine led to increased
milicary activity to replenish the empty larders with supphies
exacted as tribute, But in this case the sitnation was so severe
and the Tenochcas so weak that they had o be content with'a
War of Flowers.

Asayacat] ! succeeded his father Monrezuma | in 1460, He
extended Tenochcan domination over a still wider area,
spreading west wnto the Matlizinc counery and south o Gaxa-
ca and Tehusntepee. He conducted a campaign imto the Taras-
can terrtory, and met with a dreadful defear which ensured
the independence of these tribes of Michoacan up to their con-
quest by the Spaniards. This was the only serious Tenochean
military disaster until the grim days of 1519 (7).

Neither Axayaeat] nor his successors was able to tansform
domination of a region into dominion. He did succeed, never-
theless, in reducing the neighbouring town of Tlaleloleo,
killing its chief and denying its council the right to meet with
the Tenochcas in matters of tribal impartance. Thaltelolco up
to that time had mainrained its independence and had grown
at the same rate as Tenochtitlan, aiding in many. of the cam-
paiggs. It was famous for i3 merchants; and it market, even
after 15 subjugation; was the greatest in Mexico. Local jeal-
oosy, however, did not lead to war until both wwns com-
peted in building temples to Hunzilopochdl, the War God,
Apparently this competition for divine favour led to war,
whereas economic conflict did not. Ridiculously enough, the
open break was induced by the insulting behaviour of the
Tlaltelolan women, who Haunted their backsides ar the ex-
raged Tenochean visitors (8).

The religious arts reached their full development inder Axa-
vacatl In his time was nmade the grear Calendar Stone, which
weighs over twenty tons and is twelve feet in dizmeter. The

- Adiayah™cstl
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block was quarried on the mainlind, and the allicd rulers sent
help to drag this gigantic mass across the causeways. Designed
to symbaolize the Axtec universe, it is a masterly example of a
pattern, the denil of which adds to, rather than derracrs from,
the spaciousness of the concepr (9). (Seo Plate 52, top:)

In 1472, early m the reign of Axayacatl, the life of a great
figure in American Indian history, Nezatinalcoyotl, canie toan
end. This Texcocan chief had begun his manhood in political
exile, flecing from Tepanec vengeance, but had fonght and
intrigued his way back into power. He even restored the for-
tunes of his people, who, in the previous century, had rivalled
the Culbuacanos in the furmative years of Artec civilization,
Nezmhualcoyotl had a broad judicial sense which enabled him
successfully 1o elaborate the administrative structure of 3 far-
Himg realm. Since the Texcocans before the Tepanec domina-
tion in 1419-28 already had a chain of tribute-paving vassals,
this resumpuion of control in after years was vot'so much
conquest as the forceful exercise of due rights (10),

He took 1 lively interest in the construcdon of temples and
public buildings, so that, for all its murered decay to-day, Tex-
coro was one of the most imposing cities on the Central Pla-
teau. His palace nearby and his bath, hewn from the salid rock
of Texcotcingo, are visible procf of the rich luxury of his life.

Nezzhualcoyotl tock a profound interest in religion and the
ars. He tnsformed theological speculation into 2 philosophy
of religion and worshipped a single god, the foree through
‘which Natore manifests itself snd from which rhe lesser gods
denived their power and being: He encouraged the arts; and in
his own night attained great renown as a poet and orator. The
lore of the sars fascinated him, and he had 2 deep knowledge
of the astrological astronomy of his day dnd age. In cotitrast to
the bleakly anstere records of the Tenocha overlords, his
career was 2 model of wite administration, Not the least of
Nezshualcoyot!'s achievements was his keeping the peace with
s arrogant idand ally, Tenochtithan, which was ever ready
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by intrigue, murder or open warfare to add o it wealth and

ower.
E Nezahualcoyorl was succeeded by hus son Nezahualpilli®
who ruled ontil 1516, The length of his reign mdicates the
possession of an administrative skill equal o lus father’s. Ha
successfully undertook a number of conquests, but they are not
50 dramatized as those of the Tenochean chiefs.

Nezahualpilli had an interest in astrology, religion and nec-
romancy, as would be natural in a chicf whose religious obli-
gations were & oncrous as his civil and militiry duties, His
later years were weighted with rouble with Tenochuitlan, He
hiad married a sister of Montezoma I and, 25 she was unduly
free i grantig favours 1o the young men oftbcm’s_t.rl‘.. n
1406 he took advantage of his legal right to kill her. The Teno-
chcas took this acras a gross personal affront, and directed every
effort, short of war, to overcoming their ancienc ally (11}

Axavicat! of Tenochuthan died in 1479, while Nezahusl-
pilli-was young m his rule, and his brother Tizoc, who had
previously been the war chief, took his place. Tizoc's most
important ace of office was to begin the reconstruction of the
great temple to Huirzilopochdli, the War God, and Tlaloc, the
Bain God. In commemoration of his conguess he 2lso fad
carved the so-alled Sacrificial Stone. This monstrous—sized
wessel for bnming hinman hearts bas a relicf on the edgey de-
picting Tizoc dressed as Huimzilopochidli seizing captives repre-
senting tributary tribes. Most of the towns, unforrunately, must
have been merely reconguered, since their names appear i the
previous conquest lists of eartier rulers. ftis nor & complete sur-
prise to read in some accounts that Tizoc died of poison admin-
istered by chiefs disgusted at his lack of military success {12).

Ahuirzot * succeeded his brother Tizoc in 1486, Fis firse
tagk was ro complete the great temple the others had begun, in
the dedication of which the gathering of sacrificial vietims
played an important part, He invoked the aid of Nezahualpilli,

L Me-zmshewalpeelsli. 2 Ah-woet-zath
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and thie allies made a two-year campaign meo northern Qaxaca,
amassing no fewer than tweney thousand victims, the high point
of the ssenficial cult in Mexico. Ar the start of the dedication
the caprives stood in two rows, and Nezahoalpilli and Ahuie-
zotl began the gnsly work of tearing out the vicnm's hearss;
Lesser dignitarics succeeded each other according o rink, unl
the awful immolagon wis completed (13).

Ahuitzotl's military campaigns extended south into Guate-
nuala and as far north as the Huaxteea in Vera Cruz. He was.
constantly engaged in putting down revolts, especially in Pue-
Bla, where the Tlaxcalans® and Cholulans had resisted Tenoch-
can domination. His capital, meanwhile, had grown 10 enor—
mously that he had to cotistruct another aqueduct, a face which
mdicates that sheer pressure of population was an im
care for the military exploies of Tenochtithin. An tmusualle
disastrous tlood beser the city n 1503, so that Aluitzod had to
send 1o Texcoco for aid in restoring the dykes. Whike supeér-
mieneding these public works he reccived a bead injury which
proved fatal. Ahuitzotl's personality was strong and viciows.
He was passionaeely fond of war, being a vindictve and relehi—
less foe. Likewise he had these traits which $o often sccompany
military character, lust for women and fondness for display.

The luckless Montezuma 11, surmamed Xocoyorzin * (the
Younger), son of Axayacatl, suceeeded his uncle. Not only had
e 1o keep the conquered tribes in order, but also he had con=
seantly to provide caprives for sacrifice. This bloody cule, which
tor-the Tenochean mind had bronghe such eminence, had to be
maintamed lest disaster ensue. He approached his uncle’s piety
an one occasion when twelve thousand eaptives from a rebel
province in Oaxaca were delivered up to the War God (14).

The last New Fire Ceremony took place in 1507, The years
immediately proceding, with their threar of an ending world,
were sspecially ominous, since in-addition o earthquakes and
other supemnatural porténts word came in of white strangers,

t. Tasheca™lon 2, Sho-cay-ot-won’,
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propelled in odd craft, who were ranging along the coast. But
the: ceremony took plice, and the world continned. (See Plate
29, top.)

Mnﬂtczum fought an unsuccessiul war sgainst the Thixes-
lans; but at the same time he succeeded in avenging himself on
his Texcocan allies for the death of his sistee, by allowing their
force to be ambushed aud wiped out. In 1516, on the death of
Nezahualpilli, he appointed his successor without recognizing
the chivice of the Texcocan council. The ousted candidate re-
valted and the already strained alliatice was broken (r5),

A vear later Grijalva ? reached Vera Cruz, and in 1519 Cor-
tés starred his march w Mexico. Montezuma died thae winter,
stoned by his.own people, according to Spanish socounss:.
strangled by the Spaniards, in the Indian versions. Cuitlabac
succeeded him bur dicd of smallpox in four months, snd the-
ket of the free chicks. Cuanhtemoc® conducted the heroic
defence of Tenochtithan, only to be hanged four years Liter an,
Cortés’ march ro Honduras (16).

Thus ends-the bare récord of Tenochican history, without a.
description of the people, their government, their liws, their-
gods or their arts, Lacking, also, is an accommt of the clash b=
eween the two civilizations, Aztec and Spanish. The records are
abundant, and we can form a lifelike picturcof the dme. Before
we examine the nature of Aztec dvilization and the causes of
its dovnlall, let us recapitulate briefly the history of dhe valley
tribes before the Conguese.

This chapter has covered the rise of the Tenochicas and how
they came 1o be the greatest example of Azrec civilization. Yer
the events set forth show quite clearly that they did noc origin-
ae this avilization or, beyond the saqrifice cult, cantriluite
minch to it. During their migration period, from 1168 to 1248,
they were simple primitive folk. In their sedentary period,
from the seetlement st Chapultepec in 1248 1o the election of
Acamapichth in 1376, they were busily absorbing the caloure

Lo Gresmllve, 2 KEwow-tiy'=moc
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of their neighbours and overlords, especially thar of the Cul-
tuus: The mbutacy period, from 1376 to 1528, aw the Tenoch-
cas under the control of the Tepaner, cannomly. wying our
the fisrmal Artec dry-state organization. Not until Tezcoatl as-
urmed the chiefrainey i 1420 did Tenochtitlan really advanee,
at ' which rime the city took pare in the general great rise of
Aztec civilizarion,

On the other hand, Culbuacn wasassoeiated with theearliost
phase of Aztec culture in the Valley and was contemporanicous
with such distinctive styles a3 Coyotlateleo and Mampan. The

evolving Amec culture iny its cermmic aspect supetseded and
obliterated these earlier folk ars and was well emablished
thicoughout the Valley at a daze when the Tenochcas were
‘nonentities. The historical posinon of Cathuacan closely paral-
leled the archacological record, vet this early Culbiuacan phase
did not seemn to be a spontaneous development so much as 8
derivative from Puebls and the Mixtece

The availability of annals and the existence of comperent ex=

cavations in sites like Tenochsitlan, Texcoco and Culhiacan
“have caused bs to weight heavily the rstimony of the people
i the northern kalf of the ke, Chales and Xochimileo, to
the south, whise annals have disappeared and whose sites are
larizely unexcavated, may have had a far mote important part
in the hisory of the Valley than appean here. Pueblan in-
fluence 1s far stronger in these southem city—stazes

Azee ovilization, therefore, was a dynamic compostre of
many clements, some developed a5 an answer 1o mibal needs,
others mcorporated by contact with forcign peoples. Con-
stunt change ook place, as in all ather hmman societies; resule-
inz From the continual adjustments mman had o make 1o fresh
situations. Since individual men and women nuke up 3 com-
psatnity, let us in the following chapeers begin with a3 single
person-and wock our way through his sodal obligations and

+ economics to his tribal organizstionand religion, finally reach-
“ing the Conquest and its aftermath,



CHAPTER VI
THE MAN AND THE TRIBE

Ire which are st forth the bade ey of Aztee educativn, govermment,
liir and soefal evigthong

Tus social organization of the Azsec tribes was in theory com-
pletely democraric. An mdivideal was a member of & family
which, in turn, belonged to a cluster of families or a clan?
Theoretcally rwenty of these clans made up 3 wibe, cach of
them regolaong i own affairs, but in matters of tribal fm-
partance joining with the others in a council composed of all
the leaders. The council sppointed one chief to contral civil
and religious affiirs and wiully 2 second for war, Originally
designed for simple farming comimunities and presumably of
an antiquity daning back to Middle Culture times, this organi-
zation later ramifed o the govermmenml complexity of a
populoes and highly complicited ary-state (1)

The working of a communiry is hest illustrared by the posi-
tion of the individual i it, 3 process which is described in the.
third parc of the Codex Mendoza. Immediately a child wes:
born it was washed and swaddled by 2 midwife. Since the gods
governedthe fate ofa man oncarth, the pacensconsulteda priese
who looked in the tonalamat! 2 or book of fate, to wee il thedayof
birth washucky or unlucky. Fourdays later the child's fumily held
a feast both to celebrate the birth and to name the chilidl If the
diy of birth proved to be unlucky, custom ssnctioned 1 relig-
ious fiction whereby the naming ceremany was pastponed to 3
more favourable period. At thie foast the guests sprinkled food
ad pulque over the sacred fire, which had been kindled ac the
accouchement as an offering o the Fire God, 'the Old God,
wheose cult originated in the tdme of the Middle Cultures. The

b The reem chan b wsed 10 meen & ribal dividon wi onno-
tion of male or female docent. . 22 To'-na=ls-matl; I
i$
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child, if a boy, was shown toy weapons and tools which the-
parents placed in bis hands, guiding them in the motions of use,
If the child were 3 girl the parents made her pretend to weave
and spin with toy instruments. A name, that badge of identity
0 INpOrtant to man, was given to the child ac this dme. A boy
was often named from the date of his birth, One Reed, Two
Flower, Seven Deer, or from an antmal, like * Nezahnaleoyodl"
(Hungry Coyote), or from an ancestor, like *Montezuma the-
Younger', or from some event at the tme of birth, Often the
day name was given with an aleernative anmal gde. Girks'
names frequently were componnded with the word for fower,
xochit,

Education began after weaning in the thied year. Its
was to-induct the child into the techmiques and obligations of
adult ife as promptly as poasible, A world in which handwork
i umniversal offers 2 child a chanee o participate in adul activi- -
des far cardier than in our beavily mechanized culture, Fathers
supervised the training of sons, and mothers instrucred their
daughters, Up 1o six years of age the children listened o fre-
quently repeated homilics and asdvice, leamed the use
of the household implements and performed minor houschold
chores (2).

The principle food was the toralla, a flac cake of unleavened
corn meal, which measured 2 good foot in dismeter, to judge
from the size of the clay gnddles wed in cooking them, in
contrast. to the modem tortilla, which varies Fom ¢ 10 6
inches. ‘At three the child reccived half a torill 2 day; at four
and Bve liis mrion was doubled: from iz to twelve 3 torill
and 2 half were prescribed, and ar thirteen the sllotment was
two. Supplemented by beans and game, this dict was filling
and nurritioos, .

The Mendoza manuseripe reflects the corrent Aztec ideas on
child psychology. Admonition was the chicf method of dis-
cipline up to the cighth year. From then on s rigorous cor-
poral punishment awaited the recalcitrane cluld, This dis=
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cipline ranged from pricking the hand with the maguey spine
to expoding the child, lying bound and naked in 3 mud puddle,
to the chill rigours of 3 mountain night. In view of the almost
universal kindness which Indian parents show to their children,
they probably seldom applicdthese extremely. imaginative
hative corrections for wrongdoing by the young.

This type of training, noc unlike that of a modern farm
child, imitiated him directly into the economic life of the home.
The sausfactions in playing a man's pare by contributing 1o
the family welfare compensated the child for the heaviness of
his social obligation, At Gficen or sixteen most boys wene
through a special training before assuming the full rights of
manhood; under certain conditions they were younger when
they received this special instruction. There were two types of
schools: the refpuchicalli, or house of youth, forstandaed training,
and the calmeesr, of uncernin etymology, for instruction in
pricstly duties. The felpuchealli, maintained by the chin for the
children of its membess, offered instruction in citizenship, the
bearing of arms, arts and crafts, history and tradition and or-
dinary religious observance. The cabmecae was in the narure of
a seminary for special traming in pricstly and cliefly duties,
and several of them were maintained near the temples of im-
portant gods. The ealmecac seemi 1o have been an addition to
ordinary training, required by the development of ritual,
whereas the telpuchcalli carried on in special quarters instruction
given in 2 simpler day by the old men of the clan: Other schools
traitied young women to be prestesses; they also leamed to
weave skilfully and to make featherwork for the preparation
of priestly vestments. (See Plare 39, top left.)

A youth was ready for marriage at twenty, and a girl was
deemed matnre ar about sixteen. The parents armanged the
marriage with the consent of the boy and girl. A pricst was
consulted to decide whether or not the fates of the couple were
harmonions. Incese laws like our own prevailed, with the fur-
ther restriction that marriage must be outside the clan. Having
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satished these conventions, the father of the boysenttwoclderly
clanswomen with gifts to the giel's father, who, fllowing cus-
‘bom; rejected the suir, The old ladies returned again 1o consult
‘n carnest with the parenes of the prospective bride. Such 2 dis-
aussion was necessarily intricare, sinee it involved the amoum
ﬁfth:h:iﬂc'iduwry.whichwumhchulnu&dhyth:g"lﬁuf
s suitor.

On the evening of the wedding one of the matchmakers
earried the bride on her back over the threshold of the usband's
howe. Elsborate specches were made by evervone, following -
which the mantles of the bride and groom were tied together,
symbalizing the wmion. The old men and women gave tongue
again in the form of long-winded homilies; and ay last & feut;
kiberally lubricared with pulque, took place, The bride and
the groom, ufter this merciless treanment, retired for four days
of penance and fasting, and nov unil thae period clapied did
they consummate their marriage.

As ks often the case in & warmior nation which saffers from
teduced man-power, polygamy was prevalent Yet the fise
wife wok precedence over the others, and her children alone
liad the right to inhenit. Concubines were permitted and there
wad, likewise, prostitution. Desertion was frowned upon, bot
a sourt would granc a deceee of divoree under cortain condi=
tions. & man could obrain the right to cast out his wife i€ she
were sterile, were subject to prolonged il temper ar negloctad
the houschold dury. The wife could Be froed from 2 Tushand
whao failed to suppart her or educate the children or who ill-
treated her in the physical sense, for the Aztecs had not in-
vented mental crueley, A divorced woman could remarry a8
she chose, buta widow had 1o marry a brother of her deceased
husband of ave of his clansmen (3),

Womerrhiad definit: rights, but they wereinferior to thoscof
men. They could hald property, enter into contraces and
t0 courts to obgain justice. I masters of sexual mﬂn.ll:q.gtf.l;l
had to be chaste and wives futhinl to their hushands. A poan
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wansgressed the rules of propriety only when his illice sela-
tions involved 3 mamed woman, Otherwise his wife could
not formally demand his fideliry, Wihile the legal position of
women was nelatively low, judged by modern standards in the
Utiited States, persona! mfvence was great, and there were
severnl msrances where a woman acted as tegent when her son
Was 100 young to assume the office of chief. In marers of tribal
alliance we have seen bow the nuarriage of 3 chicfs daughiter
or sister to another ruler cemented an alliance. Moreaver, mar-
nages were carcfully arranged between familics, so thar for 2
hushand grosdy to neglecs liis wife's rights was a beeach, ifno
of etiquette, cerminly of social conmact. The prissthood may
kave offered 3 modest field of influenceand strainment o wo-
men. However, history records no mention of any sdvanmige
deniving from temple service.

Men had the chief opportunities, and these ley in variois
directions. The early chroniclers, conditioned by their medias-
val Spanish background, spoke of hereditary classes. In all pro-
bability, judging from Indian commimitiss as a whole, there
was rank but not class in the hereditary sense. As in our own
socicty, a man could atrain bigh rank theough his own efforss;
and through his eminsence his chilidren would consequently pro-
hit in their awn social adjistment. Yet they conld not reach
their father's position unless they earned it through equivalent
tnibal service. Wealth did exist, and property i the form of
rights to use land, tooks and other possessions created & sociil
and economic statification. In theory and practice Aztec so-
ciety was democratic; and the commumal ownership of pro-
ductive property was its cconomic base (4),

A man avmined rank through the mezsure of his tribal see-
vice. The wite farmer, the wily umter, the hrave wartior or
the dexterous artisan gained admiration from his felliows be-
cause of superior skill. I his wisdom and judgment were con-
spicuous he mighe be elected as the clan representative to the
tribal counicil, or even as chief. Similarly an individual who de-
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dicated himself to leamning the magic rituals to placate the
rod, could become a medicine man ot priest. However, in the
populous and advanced city-states actiyitics tended to become
specialized, and greatee opportunity led o a more fnely
graded scale of social eminence. (See Plates 33-6.)

A tnarried man received a plot of land directly from the clan
or el took over his father's fields if the latter were oo old 1o
work, Diligent husbandry, cked out by making stone ook,
pottery o pracusing some such craft for barter, could produce
a good living. Unmarried men helped their fathers and were
able to add to their prestige by taking part in the numerous
mlitary campaigns.

Since the capture of victims for sacrifice was the chief glory
of war, an able soldier who could subdue his encmies and deag
them to the rear received much honour, According to the
number of captives taken, a warrior had the right to wear an
increasingly elaborate costame. Consistently successful war-
rors could enter an order, like the Kuights of the Eagle or the
Ocelot (often referred to as Tiger), which performed special
dances and ririsale; Sometimes a warrior of nnusual prowess re-
ceived additional grants of land or more aften obtamed an in-
created portion of the clan’s share of tribute. Having reached
an established position by this means, he had 3 more important
voice in clan councils and miight ateain a seat in the council it-
self. A special honorifie, teaululi (grandfuther), which corres-

to chief among the North Americau Indians, distin-
guished these men, The title significd high social, bus not
official, rank, snd from these men who had distinguished them-
selves by probity, bravery and religious observance, high clec-
tive and appointve posts were filled (3).

In this steatum ¢here were many, positions of honour and
mfinence, which, like petty political offices in small Norrh
American towns, were held in connection with some other
means of livelihood. There were officils who kept order in the
markets and tribunals which settled disputes in clan: affairs.
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Men of proven wisdom and experiencetanght the young mthe
telpuichealli, or houses of youth. Others kept the records of -
bute and wealth in the elan storehouses, superintended the dis—
tribution of this communal property and even went sbroad to
supervise its collection.

Each lan had its elecred officers whese positions dominated
the administration of the tribe. One official, the calpullec, per-
formed the duties of secretary-treasurer and kept cconomic
order within the kinship, drawing upon the members of the
body for as much administrative assistance as his task required.
Ranking with him, the teacheautin acted as sheriff, preserving
social order and enforang it In war-time he commanded the
mulitary forces of the clan. Linking the clans to the tribe were
the tdlatoant, or *speakers’, the supreme council, eomposed of a
member from each cln and exercising judicial and directive
fimetions, The wisest menand the most distinguished attained
this post, for on them depended the well-being of the whole
tribe. (See Plate 30, top nght.)

Jimst a5 the clan had its executive officers, so this tribal body
eected four officials who controlled the military forces of the
four quarters, or tries, into which the twenty clans were
evenly, divided. They maintained order among the clans and
excrcised tribal authorty in disputes and erimes that could not
be scttled by the clan itself. Two were especially concerned
with judicial matters; the third was an' executioner, and the
fourth acted a3 an intermediary between civil and onlitarcy
affairs (6).

These four offices were the proving ground o vest the abili-
des of the supreme chief and the religious leader, In Tlaxcala?
it appears that they jomtly exercised the executive i
In Tenochtitlan the supreme chief, thacatecuhieli, * chicf of men”,
was always chosen from the four and often occupied first the
posiion of *Snake Woman', a name also given to an tmpor-
tant ferrility goddess, Cihuacoad.* The functions of these high

1. Tsh-aa’~h. 1 Sec’-wakco-atd.
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chiefs are difficult to interpeet iy terms of Westens civilization.
Roughly the ‘chief of men” may be said to have

the mibs in i extemal affain, like war and alliances. As such
the office had highest significance to the Spanish observers whe
saw its holder as the leader of the tbe. The *Smke Woman'
was the executive peak of the mrernal affairs of the wibe, where
il custom and religions demand governed almost every act.
It 3z impormnt to realize, however, that these cliiefs conld be
deposed by the council st any tme, if their services were un-
satisfactory.

The contitual election of such high officers from the ame
family or lineage, when democratic procedure obtained else-
where, is harder 1o explain. Tradition is smong i primitive
comununities, and 3 Bmily that produced one effective man
might i the next generation produce snother. The coundl m
Tenochtidan chote successive chiefs from a fairly wide range—
brothers, sons, nephews and halEbrothers were scrudnized in
the ogid proving ground of public service. Furthermore; 8
wise coungil, excrcising its tremendous powers; could make o
puppet “chicl of men” seem effectve a8 its representative in
exirammbal affairs. Even then, to be conmdered for clection a
person. of privileged birth had to meet the long seties of 1eses
on which eminence was based,

Two cther specialized Gelds were open o Azzec youth:
grade and eraftsmanship, Trade was 3 new developiment in 3
wibal economy which was bused on living off the lnd. The
apening up of intertribal contact through setlement and war-
fate and the growth of materisl and ritunalistic wans led to the
sstahlishment of a class, the podtecs, whose members travelled
iﬂmﬂcmw.mh:ngnghﬂlfw foreign produce, T{u:?
liwd their own god, and apparendy lived ina special quarter,
From the valley they carried obsidian, cloth and rope, which
in the hor country they exchanged for shells; rropical feathers,
Jade, cacao and other regional riches. In tme they performed
an importatit political function, spying cut towns to conquer
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and reporting on the tibuee which could beexacted. There isa
very modem tosich about the cconomic and polital Rnctions
of these merchants who 5o aften brought milisary conquest in
their train (7). (See Plate 38).

Crafanship, with the growth of vechnigue, must have as-
wacted many men o whom straighe agaiculture scemed drab
and unrewardmg. Potters, jewellers; weavers amnd | feather
workers came to pursue thise crafis to the exclusion of other
labour. The enormous elaboration of the religion called fuwe
almost continual activiey seulprors, masons and painters. The
marker, still imporant in Middle American Indian copunmi-
rics, had 3 profound social significince, for there, in addiSon
to bartering his products for those of others, an Indian cotild
hear the news and widen his social and intellectnal horizons,
{See Plates 54-5.)

The priesthood offered a relentless sort of @reer. Religion
penctrated into every part of daly hife, and the individual par-
ticipated in preat and compticated sitaals: Civie eminence de=
pended greatly on religiots observance, and clucts Tad m the
direction of ceremotiies Therefore, it &8 bard to recopnice 4
pricsthood completely separate from civil officialdom; both
were mutually dependent. There was apricutly hieracchy, it &
true, bue it probably operated i conjuncion with civil posi-
ticin. Permanent positions ray have existed, but in the chap-
ters on religion we shall describe more fully how completely
the realms of Church and State coalesced among the peaple of
ancient Mexico, in conmast to the clesvage berween them m
OUr OWN society-

Mexican soctety existed for the benefitof the wibe, and cach
member was supposed 1o do his part in preserving the comn-
munity. However, the bane of working social orders 2« well as
hypothetical social schomes sre those unfortunates who, by
mischanee, maladjustment oz juse plain deviley, do not do their
part. The Aztecs, too, had this problem to cope with, and there
develaped 2 sogial class of people who had lost their Gvil rights
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and becomie slaves. This they might do voluntarily or becanie
they were prisoners of war or were punished for crimes of
weee sold by their parents. Their trestment diffeced according
to the crcumstances of their emlavement (8), (See Plae 38,
botrom 16t

Military captives usually were sacrificed, but those who de-
monstrated some unusual skill were sometimes bought for do—
mestic service of put to work on some communal enterprse;
Criminal slaves lost their free status for such offences 13 failore
to denounte treachery, membership m a traivor's famiily, kd-
napping for sale a free man, selling another’s properey without
his consent, theft withoue restirution when over ten years old
or lundering a slave from gaining the sanctuary of & chiel™s
howse. Penal slaves were privately owned, wsually to nuke re-
stitution to those whom they had injured,

Voluntary slavery was assumed by the poor and landless whio
needed food, by the indolent who were too lazy to provide for
their own support, by gamblers and by prostitutes who wanted
fmery. Parents often sold a child, to be replaced by 2 younger
ane when the first was old enough matermally to contribute to
the family welfare. Sometimesdestitute people offered abonds-
man i return for a loan from a more fortunate neighbour. IF
the bandsntan died in service or the master took any property
sunfawfully the debt was discharged. To'avoid this contin-
gency the owner made the slave live athomeand performonly
pessonal services. Slavery, except in the case of war posoners,
‘wis 1ot too exacting. A slave could control his fmily, own

- or even have slaves of his own. His children were al-
ways born free. What the slave lost was his eligibility for -
bal affice, which depended, as we have seen, on public service
and:was negated by his reliance on the bounty of others or his
commission of anti-soctal acts.

An impartant aspect of the legal code of the Aztecs involved
the loss of civil rights as 3 result of fagrane ann-social acs. In
general, custom dictated and regulated buman behavieur,
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Membership in the commumity brought safety and subsistence,
I'c break away or to be cast off meant death at the hands of
toes or isolation as a solitary wanderer, a prey to marauding:
beasts. Competition. for rank and renown existed in the field
of public service rather than i the acqusinion of wealth:
Hence the anti-socal behaviour implicit in attanmg many
of our own higher grades or ranks was held to 2 minimum
la),

Growth of the community o a size where none bue the
great were known 1o society at large probably tended to break
down the sense of membership snd participation, so that thefr
and like perty crimes increased 3 mutual responsibility dimin-
sshed. The inercasing complication of tasks and manners of
tivelihood led to dispotes and injustices. th a nation of warriops
skilled in arms, personal animosicy flared up into bloodshed.
Thus the tribunals mentioned had to be ser up to exercise their
. \umsdiction in affairs of clan and eribe and to reimforee tlic
powerfil influences of public approval and disapproval. (See
Plates 35, 41.)

Religious crimes, like blasphemy or robbing templés, were
rare, for the disfavour of the gods brought disaster on the com-
munity and on the individual 25 well, Religion, however, did
not enter into the fields of cthics, and no post-mortem punish-
ment awaited the sinner. Special heavens existed for warnors,
for women who died m childbirth and for people who died
m: cermain specified ways; but this belief had to do with the
favour of particular gods. It was not & carefully defined system
of rewards and pun:

Restitution for the anned-against was the chict basis of
dealing with anti-social acts, in contrast to our pattem of pun-
ishing the sinner. Exile or death was the lot of the evil-doer
who endangered the commimity. A mndom sampling of
crimes and punishment will show the tenor of Aztec law, and
why it was never necessary to resort to imprisonment a5 a
means of enforcing expration of a crime. Cages or detention
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pens, however, were used wo confine privoners before trial or
sactifice, (Sec Plate 34.) :

Theft was ponished either by davery untll restirtion was
made or by  fine of double the amount stolen, ane part w.
the robbed, the other to the clan treasary. Highway robbery.
recetved the death penalty, and pilfering in the market-place
‘meant instant death by stoning, since thar petty crime militsred
against the social sdvantages of the gathering, To seeal corn,
the staple of life; when growmg in the ficld, was a senous
offericr, demanding the death penalty or slavery, but s way-
farer might with impunity satsfy his hunger by plucking ears
from rows sdjacent to the road, Tohlch gold, silver and jade,
precioms substances wually sescrved for religions omaments,
was alio a mortal crime.

Murder, even of a stave, brought the death penaley. Rebels
and raitors reccived the same fate, bue kidnappers were sold
into slavery, Drunkenness was a serious crime excepe on pre= |
seribed ceremonial occasions. Social disapproval, public dis-
giace, even death by-stoning or beating, were peualtics suffer-
ed by the intemperate. However, the old of both sexes, who
tiad fulfilled echesr eribal obligations, were allowed great lag-
tude in their potations. '

The witch or practiser of blick magic was sacrificed, and
death was likewise the lot of him who impersonated o high
official. A slanderer had kis lips cut off and sometinies his cans
2t well. Brawling and fighting in the markes-plice were deale
with severely, but inan ordinary case of asuolt the zscilane
paid for the cure of the assailed and for any damage done.
Adultery, when committed outside she pale of the divorce
laws, was punished with great sevenity, even death. Hanging
was the usus! penalty for violation of the incest laws, and sodo--
sy was punished with revolting brurslity.

Thus reduced to cired instances, Aztec law was brutal, Acro-
ally, from childhood on; the individual grew up into correct
social behaviour; the violator of the code met with sertous:
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comsequetices. All people had somie kind of personal property,.
burhndbclnngcdm tribe, and only its produce o the -
dividual, Therefore, the elaborate legislation surrounding our
oW PEO COncepts Was UnDecessary.

Tgnp::fh:&: w harass the individual intellectually o
economically. Exntence was subject to divine favour, and a
muan fared moch as did his fellows. Large as some towns were -
Mexico Ciry had 300,000 people - the sense of community was:
strong, Freedom of thoughe, individual liberty, personal foir=
tunes, wete non-cxinent, but people lived according vo s code
thiar had worked well and continuously for centuries, An Autec
wonld have been horrified at the naked Bsolition of an indi-
vidual's life m our Western world,



CHAPTER VI
ECONOMY
The Doinestic and Tribal Economy of the Aztec People

Tie Aztec social system provided a nicans by which people
could exist barmoniowsly twogether in considerable numbers.
The domestic snd mibal economy of the Aztess offered the-
food, shelter, toolsand clothing to which man laegely owes Ius
dominant position on-carth. The measure of 2 human sociecy
muy be gauged by the relationship berween the organization
of the people themselves and their use of materials to buld
houses and equip them. The Aztecs” economy had the same
basic simplicity a¢ had their social organization; likewise it
had the same fexibility in expanding to mect the needs of 2
growing population (1),

Agricultire was the basis of Azec life, and com, zes mays,
was the chief food plant. The cultivation of plants ensured
food supply near at hand, which was not subject to the Ructus-
tions of game, and thereby enabled man to mke thoughe for
the morrow. The clan system, as wie have seen, recognized that
the fruits of the land supporred the wribe. Therefore, it was only
natural that the tribe should own and control the land which
sipporeed its members (2). (See Plate 38.)

The tribal council divided the land among the cling, and
the leaders of each, in tum, apportioned its share among the
heads of familics justly and equitshly. Scetions were also re-
served for the maintenance of the chief and the temple saff,
for war supplics and the payment of tribute; thes: were wor-
ked communally, with some amount, no doubs, of slave lsb-
our. At the death of a tenane the land passed to liis sons, IF he
dicd withomtissue the holding reverted to the clan fior re-divis-
1om; 25 was also the casc ifa tenang failed to enltivate his plot for
a period of two years, Such 4 system could work equitably and

128
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profitably for all concerned so long a5 a society ‘was relatively
static and plenty of arable land was at hand, However, in the
Valley of Mexico inequalities developed in the svucm.

The growing population of the Valley tribes used ©
available land, and families or clany had no way of nmmg to
their farm holdings. A plot which produced ample supplies for
3 small family mighe yield a bare subsistence o less for a larger
one. Mormal varianon m the fchness of soil would result in
simifar injustices. Under such conditions the chiefs and pricses
who lived off the public lands would be far better off than the
ordinary citizen whose bolding, gencrarion by geteration,
tended to diminish, Thus friction leading to foreign war and
mtermal revolt was bound 1o resule whenever 2 wibe could
not expand its territorial imits to meet the needs of its popula-
tios. ‘Tlie considerable migrations, like those of the Culhuas to
Texooco and Tenachtitlin or the Mixtec people 0 Texcoco
years earlier, had their basis in a pressimg cconomic necessity
(3)-

The Tenocheas, who eame late to the Valley, at a nme when
fand was at-a premium, had, we haye seen, a difficule time in
withstanding their hungry neighbours. Forced to retreat to
islands in the lake, they met the land problem in the same n-
geniows way as did the Chaleas, Xochimilcas and the wibes to
the north-west, in Lake Zumpango.

This method was to create diinampas, the so-called *floating
gardens’, The r.hmmrrpa was, in reality, 3 small arsificial ishind,
made by scopping up mud from the marshy borders of the
lakes and at first holding it in place by a revetment of reeds and
later by trees whose roots bound the eanth solidly together,
Warer flowed into the narrow pits, making them mto canals
Fresh mud was-always added before planting, so thag the fee-
tility of the earth was constantly renewed, The Tenochcas and
thieir neighbours thus converted great sections’ of otherwise.
unproductive marsh, flooded in the rainy scason, into a grid of
canals and fields, thc[ertﬂ:ri'ufwhzchucqmﬂcdnu]}rh}-dt
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river-fiooded lands of the Nile Del. Chinemps agriculeure
continues to-day in the districs of Xochimilco and Chaleo,
where miest of the vegerables ace prown for the modermn metro-
polis of Mexico City, The inhabimants siill tse the Aztee lingn-
age and occupy the same lands 2« did theit sncestors, renewing
them each year by the sami methods as nsed in Aztec times. The
outlines of former beds may be seen for a comsiderable diszmce
round about, smce the modern draining of Lake Texcoco has
dried up much of the lake area of the Valley of Mexico (g).
(See Plate 37, botom. )

When the Tenochcas moved into the like they achieved liv-
ing room. As the aty grew it could inco te the adjucent
garden-beds for house foundations, while the increass in popu-
laticn could be fed by building new dimampas on the ous
skirts of the farming arex. Thus much of their suceess may be
attributed to the freddom from intemal strife achioved by the
relatively unlimited possibilitics of chinampa agricnltare.

The Tenochcas supplemented their lind hunger by another
micis. In conguered tormtories: successtul warmiors received
_granesof land which were worked by members of the defeated
wibe. Small colonics somerimes lived off this laud to guird
agamse revolt m the subjugated arca. Such property pased
from father to son, bot il there were no heir it reverted to the
tribal inchoriry, not the clan in which the tenant bad member-
ship. Other such land muse hisve been held for the henefit of the
geligious erganization. Thus the central authority of Tenoch-
titlan, and peesumably Texcoco as well, held consideralile
pm“rﬂty to support the elaborate pomp of Church and State

t straining the ieourcss of the tribemen. The relative
fiuidiry of sich real estate gave the wribal authority » where-
withal o adjnst inequalitics and dissstisfactions among the more
ambitious tribal members. Naturally, a5 the Aztec peoples
were less highly developed soctally than ourselves, they did not
attzin our own elaborate system of rewards and adjustments
by means of federal, state and mumicipal appointments (5).
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A powerful Aztve tribe had another source of support: tri-
bute. The levies often consisted of foodstuffs and raw muterials,
both native and forcign to the Valley, and also included war-
riors’ and priests’ costumes, mantles, portery and other articles
of craftsmanship. Distributed throughout the community these
goods enriched both commumal enterprise and private cot-
venienee {6). (See Plates 62, middle left, 64:)

Manufactare and trade were begimning to play an imporzam
part in Aztec economy; although not to the extent of socictics
which have developed media of exchange, fike meney, and
therefore emphasive personal wealth in the possession of such a
commaodity, Manufacture wat in’ the bandicraft stage, carried
oh a¢ 3 supplement to the main butines of raising food, Most
houssholds were self-sufficient, making whatever they required
in the way of rools, utensils or clothing, However, cernain
towns had access to natural resources which others had nocand
developed special skill in exploiting them. A town might have
a good clay bed, for example, and it pottery would be far
supetior to that of surrounding communitics, Another village
wonld be especially successful in growing peppers, while a
thard mighe have in its territory a good quality of obsidian or
Hint for making stane tools Thus such producs would be ex-
chinged by one town for the produce of anoither and even re-
distributed by the wme proces, Shells from thie. Caribbesn
have been traded from hand o hand as far 25 the central United
States; pottery vases from Salvador were camied o distane
Tepic ! in Mexico; gold ormaments from Panama appesred as
vative offerings in the Sacred. Well of Chichen Ieza in Yucatan
m:i ﬁf Hﬁ;::;pctmhzanj ied by the

uch regi mlizanon was accompan per=

fectly n::tf:nl tendency of individuals ro exploic what they

made and produced with grester apritude. As technical know-

ledge grew specializition inereased, and the market became an

important institution. Each town held one at specified mrer-
L Topesk!,
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vals to which people came from great distancds. At Thaltelpleo
the daily market wasa wonder of the Western warld, exciting
by its lavish variety the admiring envy of the Spaniards. The
importance of the market still persists in Indian commumitiss,
#0 1mich 5o that in Guatemals the people travel miles to ex-
chunge their produce, and so important s the marker as 4 so-
cial fonction that a merchant will not dispose of his produce
except at that place, even though offered payment far in cxcess
of 1rs market value (8).

Barter was the only means of exchange, and valoe was o=
tablished by desirability and rarity. Money, an exchange
medium of fixed value, did niot exist, However, something
had to be found which would balance an mequality of ex-
chinge by being not too valuble to we in adjusting sipall
transactions and at the same time universally watited. The ea-
can bean answered this requirement and was easily portable as
well, The Aztees were extremely fond of chocolace (the word
itself is of Aztee derivation), so that beans were gladly con-
verted into the mational husury drink. Quills of gold dust were
somictimes used a5 an :xdmlg: medinm, a5 Were crescent—
* shaped kmves of thin-beaten copper. These fast had not the
gommon . scceprance or the utility of cacao beans, although
they represented casily pormble value (g).

The most precious substance among the Aziees was jade, of
stones tesembling it m texrure and colour. Both jadeite and
niephirite occur in the New World, snd the Américan variety i
distinguihable from the Asiaric stone, Uncut stones arc sel-
dom seen to-day, tar there i no lapidaries’ market in moder
Middle America or the United States, wheeeas jade is still ex-
remively worked in China, so thar men find it worth their
while to search rivers in Burma for boulders of this rare sub-
stance, (See Plate 3.)

The wstimony of the Conguistador Bernal Dizz s con-
clusive on this poimnt of value. Doring the l:ligh: when Cortés
reereated from Mexico, the leader, after mking off his share of
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treasure, turned the surplus over to his troops. Many, burden-
ed down with gold, drowned ignominiously in the canals,
Diaz, however, noted Indian usage and confined himself to
four jades which he was sble to exchange later and which, in
his words, “served me well in bealing my wounds and gather-
mg me food’ (10),

The Azrees did not have our modern esteem for gold, so the
Spaniards had grear dhfficulty m getting it at firse. The Mexi-
can Indians responded to the invaders' demands for objects of
value by offering jade and turquoise, those substances most
precions to themselves, Such misguided compliance was highly
irritatmyg to Cortds and his men, who had no ethnological
training; nor, itis only fir to say, would they have wanted
such education, were it available. Gold was valuable o the Az-
tecs only for the omaments which could beimade from it, and
silver may have had an even greater value, since nodules were
rare and the Indians had no technique for smelting the ore
(13). (See Plates 46—47.)

Thus the Amecs did not hold our ideas of value and wealth.
Yer they contributed much 1o our prosperty and well-being,
partly throngh being forced as slaves to work the gold and
silver mines, whose modern economic significanice they so
little understood, and even more through the curichment of
the world's supplyof foods. In addition tocom of several varie-
ties, the Aztecs developed many softs of beans, 2 very nutritive
addition to human diet because of the high protein contene.
Squash, gourds, chia; camotes, green and 1ed peppers, alligator
pans and omatoet were products of the vematle Middle
American farmer, enriching the Aztec diet and that of the
modern world. Trade with southerm Vera Cruz brought cho-
Cﬂf;a vanilla and pineapples to the Aztec larder [uh] ey

maguey plant, or agave, was importnt to ho
economy for i mF;Iap, which was fermented 1o make a kind of
beer. Net only was this pulque used both as a tipple and a
cercmonial intoxicant, hmuhﬂmmyumntnumnvuﬂ!‘m
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as well in coumterhalancing the lack of greens in the Mexican
diet. The plant itsell had many other uses. Its fibres could be
twisted into twine or rope and waven into coatainers or even
dlothing. The thoms were excellent needles and had a mate
Jugubrious use as instruments for morifying the Hesh in, re-
ligious penances.. The leaves a5 a whole were sometimes em-
ployed in constructing shelters orin roofing huw. Small wonder
that the maguey and the com plants were symbolized as god-
destes und worshipped accordingty.

The Aztres cultivated cottont in many varieties. Tobacco
they smoked for the most part in hollow reeds as a1 sor of
icgarerte. Late in their hictory they also uwied elbow-shuped
pipes, probably for sonie ceremonial purpose, mush' as our
moders Puchlos restrict pipesmolking to rain-inducing rinuabe
“They consumed quantities. of copal gunt s mcense during te-
ligious ceremonies and obtamed mbber from Vers Groz and
the south, as well as from the dwarf goayule plant found m
northern Mexico, The Azteo, bke us, found this mstenal m-
dupensable ro their calwore; for balls i their coremonial game,
dlachtlt; and as a2 gum to fix feathers and other: adomments 1o
costunies. Bitumen, which came from the oil seepages in Vers
Cruz, had iss fimerion e an adhesive and 203 body-paint. In
“western Mexico the Indians prepared a serviceable Licquer
which they used o et gourds mnd wooden trays. This in-
complete list of plants and subsanices cultivated and exploited
by the Azrees and their neighbourns gives an idea of our deep
indebteilriess to thess past civilizarions. The otiginal inventons
und innovators are lost i the black obscurity of American his
rory, but the fruit of their ingenuity plays ah importart past in
ot modem ecanomy.

_ Asopposed to this wealth of plants, the Aztecs were poor in
domesticared animals. They had severzl varicties of dogs, one
of which was bred for food, bue they never used this aniomal
for transporr, as did Indizns of our Northemn plains. The tur-
key was their chief domesticated fowl, although there & some
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evidence that they bred geese, ducks and quail also, In plangi-
tions of the nopl cactus they carchully tended the cochineal
bug for the rich erimson dye it yielded when crushed. A sccond
inscey, the maguey shug, still retsins its place a5 2 delicacy of
the Mexican table, served with another rypically Aztec dish,
gwacample.t a thick noxeore of tomaro, n'ﬂigﬂmf pear and chile.

Hunting; when ble, produced food, but s earlyas Upper
Middle Caloure tfnﬂ: the deer had been nearly all killed off.
The seasonal migration of the birds, which st viue the lakes
of Mexico, offered a profusion of grese, ducks and other wild
fowl. Small fish, netted or speared with o trident, were somie-
times consumed, and the cggr which a certain Hy lays on the
lakes were made inro 4 paste still eaten in Mexican communi-
tirs. The high functionaties, since they were supported by the
commuity, kept 3 much better table than the poor, who lived

meagrely off the produce of thiir own ficlds; the daily ropast
of Montezuma was described by the Spanish conqucrors as the
height of Lucollan luxury (13).

Toals showed relatively lirtle: vatiation from Middle Cul-
ture to Aztec times: The con, or digging-stick, was the chicf
farming strument, and the metate and mans even now reduce
the kemels of cam to Hour. Stone tools sall persisted for cut-
ting and grinding, and culd-beaten copper was beginning to
fnd Bavour as 3 material for nieodles, axes and Grnaments, The
volcanic glass, obsidian, because of its sharp edges and irsabur-
dance, wa 2 sstisfacrory 3t most of their edged mewl wols.
The nmp]c loom and the weighted spindle were luﬂ:‘;:nﬁt
equi mforth:mvmmdpumyh&datmyo uses
n l:hi:msmmgr: and service of food. The bow, throwing-stick,
lance and club were the chldw:npmﬂvmd large, mechami-
cal mventiveness: was not conspicuous in Azwee culture, al-
though craftsmanship, thraugh the superiot use of simple tols;
was developed to s high degree, as we shall show in the nexe
chapter, (See Plates 35, bottom left, 38:)

1. Wah--mo—ly.
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The great cities of the Aztecs had their origin in the simple
villages of sedentary tribesmen. Just a8 in their social organira-
ton and economy, there was 3 simple base, comparable to the
setlements of some of our sedentary North Americny wribes.
The houses on the outlying chinampas represented the primitive
stare of Aztec housing. These were huts with thatched rooks
resting on walls of wattles smeared with mud, 2 type of shelrer
probably in use in Middle Cultare times and persisting 2000
years later in the Indian villages of present-day Mexico. (See
Platc 42.)

Maoge imposing establishments graced the older portions of’
the city, where generations of successive residents had broughe
care, renovation and innovation to domestic architecture. Each
howse rested on a raised plaform faced with stone, which
gave some protection against floods. Rooms for social pur-
poses, sleeping, cooking, storage and quartering slaves wercar-
ranged in a rectangular plan about a central conrt. The house
walls had stone bases and, according to the wealth or taste of
the owner, were fnished in stone ot adobe. The roof was con-
structed by covering crossbeams with small poles tightly fitted
together and spreading a layer of lime=plaster over the whole.
A3 there were no ‘windows, the houses fmd to be shallow. To
admit light and air the buildings were usually two rooms
deep and prolonged according to taste and wealth. The back
room, which contained a hearth for coolang, was completely
enclosed save for the door to the outer chamber, which was
left largely open on the patio side, columns or short wing walls
supporting the rafters Two-storey houses probably did not
exist before the Conquest, but there are cases where, to have
light and arcalation of air, a rear court with its surrounding
rooms was elevated on o platform to the height of the roofs
of the rooms sround the patio in front (14). (See Plate 41.)

Recent excavations in the palace of the chief of Chiconau-
htla, a fief of Texcoco, revealed interesting data on the growth
of a chiefly establishment. This palace was continually being
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rebuilt and expanded to meet the demands of a growing popu-
lation and richer economy. Patios were arranged ac differens
levels, according to the plan described above. The cariese
rooms had the congested quality of a Teotihuacan plan, but the
later chambers were moge spacions and open to sun and ir.
Each renovation called for more space, so that, allowing 2
family of five to each hearth, the entourmge of the chicf more
than trebled in a centizey and 3 quarter (15}, (See Plate 43.)

The plan of an Aztec town tended to have a rectangulss
form, since the division of the land among the clans usually fol-
lowed a more or less orderly rectilinear pattern., A central plaza
was essential for communal gatherings; the market and the
principal structures, like the main temple and the chiet™s quar-
ters, were sititated at this point. In Tenochsitlan, which was re=
ported to have 60,000 fires or hearths, or, figurmg on the same
bass as above, 300,000 people, additional centres existed for
cach clan and for the four larger dismrics into which the ity
was divided for administrative purposes (16). (See Plate 37,
top.)

We have been left a description of an Aztec aty in 13524
by a Spanish monk, Fray Toribie de Benavente, called by
the Indians ' Morolinia’, or *poor’, in refercnce to his Francis=
can simplicity of life. His first-hand observations have a fresh
valte

ty:

*They called these temples reocallis, and we found all over the
land that in the best part of the settdement they made o great
quadrangular courr, which, in the largest puchbls, was one
crossbow shot fram one comer to another, while in the smal-
ler places it was not as large. This court they enclised by a wall,
many of which enclosures were with battlements; the entrances
looking towards the chief highways and streets, which all ter-
minated at the court, and even, in order to still more honour
their cemples, they led their roads up to these in a straight line
from two and three leagues’ disrance. It was 3 wonderful a-
pect; to witness from the top of the chicf remple, how fromall
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the quarters-and the minor places; the roadways all led upina
straight line to the courts of the reocallis ... the devil did not
content himsell with the aforesaid teocellis, but in each puchls
and in cach quarter, 23 far as 3 quareer of one league off, there
were other snall courts containing, sometimes only one,
sumetimes three or four teaallis..’ (37).

“The strees of Tenochitlan were the canals bordered by focr-
pathis, and frequent bodges allowed. casy access to all parts of
the town. Three great canmewsys led north, west and south
o the mainland, touching it respectively at Tepeyac, now
Guadalupe, T‘lncnpun now Tacuba, and Coyoacan. Canals
paralleled these main roadways where they entered the city
proper; lollowing them a3 far &5 their termrinusar the main Pl"'
2. Two squeducts dlso joined the city to the mumland. The
ane 1o Chapulteper seems to have been conmructed exclusively
to curry water, and had two channels, so that when one wis
being cleaned or repaired, the other could remain iy use. The
Coyeacan aqueduct, buile kitee by Ahuizol, may well have
followed the great southern cawseway. The problem of sanite—
tiot mivet have been seriovs; bur boats were tied up ac sategic
points for public use, and when filled their contents were sold
to feruhzo the fields. Porcery vessels were kept in the houses o

ve urme, which the Azrees used as 3 mordant 1o dyeing
cloth. Heuce sunlight and these simple methods for gotumg
fresh water and disporing of offal kept down the pestilence that
Besct the city in Spanith times when the ancicat methods of
sanftation were abandoned (18).

A city o stlvantageowly situated had no need of fortifica-
tiots, and formal military =n:]ut=l:mr= was rare. The temples,
which dominated the city, were natural smong-poings ; indeed,
the hicroglyph for the apture of 2 town was thé bumning of
& temple, an indignity to which nio people would submit un-
less driven from this list rallying point

“The templs had stone or rubble walls surmonmted by a
high roof, the construction of which consisted of a cribwork
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of logs, either tharched with straw or covered with plaster.
Each temple nsimlly had 2 chamber and an antechamber. and
i some cases two or cven three shrines rested on the same
platform. This platform or substructiire gave heighr ond mass
to the temple. The usual practice was to'lay up rough stone,
wt in adobe or lme, o a truncated pyramid, the sides of
which were brokeu up by three narrow setbacks and by 2 swwep
ramp leading to the top. The surfice was of veneered :nt—nmu
uhhs and additional blocks were laid along the ramp to muake
the szir. Wide balustrades bordered the staircase, and often
ended mgu;nnucmp:n:hc;ds.ﬁ.:mmumnmmmﬂn
smplest type of engineering, but imposing architecrural cifecss
were gainied by the constmmuate arustic sense and superd
mfumnmhlp of the builders (19). [See Plites so-1.)

The adequare, even im housing of the Astecs and
their gods by no means eclipsed their dress, Clothing, besides
protecting man from the weather, has an important social
fumiction, It 1 2 guids to the o, ag#, groap, occupation, Rok
and even character of iss wearer, The simple and saandardized
dothing of our modem society performs the same service, and
with a moment's observation one can tell much about a sran-
ger from his clothes. The Aziecs, like many peoples of the
waorld, stzove by their dress to accentuaze the social differonces
berween people, and pomp and panoply dominated their cos
tume. On the barbaric splendour of Ingh civilian dress was
wperimposed the fustic garb of the priests and p
their impersanation of the complex and ormately rcpmmmd
divinigies in their pantheon (20).

The macelual, oc ordinary tribesman, left his head uncov-
ered, his hair long, and customarily wore 3 maxli, or loin-clothy,
a mangle knoteed over one shoulder, and mindals of leather of
woven maguey fibre in cold weather. Women weapped about
their loms a fincly woven doh, which they susained with 2
narrow beli. A sleeveless thEvr.r. ac kaipil, conpleted their
costume. They plaited their hair into brasds, sometmes mier-
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lacing themn with ribbans, and these they weapped around their
heads, This woman's costume may sill be seen in many parts
of Indian Mexico. (See Plates 33-6.)

The poor made their garments of maguey fibre or coane
cotton, The rich wore the same clothing fashioned from finer
textures and decorated with elaborate embroidery. The many
names given to the different kinds of mantles show dheir mter-
est and 1mportance to the wearers. Wool was almost never
made into cloth, since dog-hair was all they had, buc feather
cloaks were Inghly esteemed. Chiefs wore a bllet of leather
from which hung two tassels, and admnistrative chiefs had a
sort of disdem of gold o jade and turquoise asa badge of office.

The warriors frankly gloried in their costumes. Rich man-
tles and omate feather headdresses were not enough for some,
who carried on their shoulders 3 hamess of wicker supporting
an elaborate structure in feather mosate. Others wore costumes
modelled on the sppeatance of an ocelot or an eagle, O speci-
fied occasions the priests assumed the dress of the gods and god-
desses, whose costumes were sumptuousand omareand defmed
by exacting ritualisae marks of identification. (See Plate 61.)

Jewellery consisted of omaments of copper, gold and silver,
shell, variom-coloured stones, like jade, curquoise, emeralds.

s or moonseane, and motaics laid on a backing: of dlay,
wood or teed. Large plugs were inserted in the ear-lobes of men
and women alike, Men often wore oraments passed through
the septum of the note or suspended from a alitin the lower lip.

“Elaborate necklaces and pendants, armlets and leg bracelets,
gave brilliance to 3 costume for state oocasions, Cosmetics
wete not used to touch up nature, as with us, but instead 2 lav-
ish application of face and body paints in red, blue, yellow,
gréen and black enhanced with prismatic richness the softer
tomes of their brown flesh, (Sec Plates 46-7.)

It is obvious that the Aztecs were no pitable, craven sav-
agres. They lived upon variegared and delicious foods and dwelt
in houses that were comfortable and airy. Their dress: stimn-
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lited the exercise of merited self-satsfaction, not o be con-
fused with the compensanions-of vanity. Their manner of life
ensbled them to take sdvantage of their peesanal aptitndes and
exchange the products of their own creation for whamever
they licked, Arvicles for daily and ceremonial e were made
wth the loving earc of master artisans, and rare indeed was the
object that did noc have the impress of some lede decoratve
rooch that makes a plessane possession of 3 drab utensil. Their
crafts deserve to themnselves 2 complete chapter.



CHAPTER V11
CRAFTSMANSHIP

A cenisidderation of hove the Azeves attived 2 high degree sf skilful
craftsmanship with relavively few mechuatival sty

Crarrsaansipallows an exercise of the creafive impulse,
satnfying the individus! through his dominadon of the raw
miaterial, In our modem mechsnized age most of s suffer
from the lack of opportunicy to creats, since almost everythi
we e come machime=mmde, and pot even the skilled mech-
anic frels thas his ngenuity and craftsmanship alone have
produced a useful and artractive object. The ordmary modem
floats like Mohammed's coffin, witliour contact with the sarch
on which be lives oo the universe of which be 1w an infiiesi-
mual parr. The Aztee, liowever, lived in the most intimate con-
tact with Nature in its finive and nfinite wanifesadons, Bes
camse his conscious being was set it terms of the group niind,
he seldom fele that sensstion, common o the Western intel-
bect, of having cut himself from the e of natural existence
with the saw of his own reason.

The home prodnction of articles for daily use gave an im-
pesus to craftsmanship, smee wealth and prospericy by in a
man's possessions, not in the absorace ownenshup of righm o
the work of others. Thus-a successful man had 3 well-made
house, finely fashioned and decorative  clothing, t:nn.-fully
worked utensils and twols and well-rended and
fields, while an umsnecessful man had 2 small and mikecable
equipment. Yee except for the intervention of nanira| digastes
the differential was due largely to the ability of a man and his
howsshold to produce with their own hands the symbols of
his wealth o to exchange his specialized product for equivalent
superior equipment made b*,' others. The entreprencor and
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broker had small place in the undertabing of production and
its distribunion 1[1;J

The gods abo stimulated good erfmandip. Every home
bud an alisr, and every ace was accomplished through the fa-
vour of some deiry. Ceremonies to appease these custodians of
natural foree were of frequent occurrence. Thus the wse of
symbols, referring to the god whose favour was sought; came
1 exeraise an important influence on design. Sincea man does
reverence with his most esteerned social atitudes and his best
material possespons, cach: houschold must try to surpass its
previous cffores to honour the gods. The temple equipment;
therefore, tended to represent the cream of local craftxmanship,

Wark in stong, the most durslile matural substance avail-
able, s a common gadge of human abilivy, Sivce the tools last
far ever, it is possible to compare the technieal abilities of
peoples over an enormous span of hunan history, However,
for basic equipment like projectile points, axes, grinding stones,
and the like, sutisfactory forms are reached fairly carly, and
do not change in propartion to cultural advances in other die-
ccrions: Thus the arrow or the darr poines of Aziec times were
ot techmeally bewer than dhose wsed by die Muddle Culeire
peoples. However, the technical demmands of the sacrificial cule
called for a heavy, broad-bladed flint that could tear through
human Hesh ava smele stroke, and this type of knife, noe found
in earlier horfzans, was produced commeonly with the exirs
care in chipping which is 10 be expected in 2 ceremanial
object, (See Plite 60.) |

The thres-legged merate, or grinding-stone, was noc bereer
made in Aztec times than before. In Middle Culrure and Tal-
ter times it had an edge, so thar the metlapil (som of the menare,
i.&., tmama, or grmdmg scone ) was bevelled and fived within the
confined space. The Azmec metare was fla; and the mano had
swollen handles, projecting on cither side of the grinding sur-
face of the metate. 1 have never had the misforaume to break my
back grindmg corn in'a metase, so thar I have no way of knowe=
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mg whether this represents 3 technical advance or 2 mere
change in style.

The demands of ritual necessitated stane boxes for burning:
snd_storing human heares. These boxes were pecked our of
fava and lavishly decorated inside and our with reliefs, referr—
mg symbolically to the gods for whom the saerifice was made.
Some of these eagle vases {cusnbixiealli ¥) Bl into chat arex of
superior craltsmanship we designate in our own culture by the
term ' fine art”. The great circular cup, ordered by Tizoc and
miscalled the Sacrificial Seone, 8 feer in dizmeter and 21 fect
thick, attained the stature of 2 monument. Stone incense-bur-
nets, often in the form of the Old God, were commeon i Tal-
tee and tare m Upper Middle Culture imes. The quantity of
ndrg,mus sculpture, produced chiefly in late Aztec times, w
judge from ri:u: style, did not detract from the qualicy of the
workmanship, so strong was the conrrol of rcl:gmm and social
factors (2). (See Plate 55, bottom left.)

Obsidian must have had important economie value for the
Villey peoples, and since volanic ghss i1 p-urtahl: and very
useful for its sharp cutting cdge, it wis widely traded to the
tribes of non-voleanic regions. Techniques were cstablished
early in the Middle Culture, and the art of polishing this stone
was known 1o the Teotihuacin Tolrecs, who urilized it 35 eyer
fior the idols of the Templeof Quetzalcoatl. Ceremonial blood-
letting called for a constane supply of thin blades (made by
peessure flaking), some of which are exquisizely long and nar-
row, Yet sealpels of comparable finencss were made in Toltec
and Mazapan times as well, Indeed, the prmapal mnovation of
the Aztees was in fashioning wases from obsidian, a formidable
gk, owing toits hardness (3.

The making of mirrons called much ingenuity into play,
They are so tare that they must have been used solely for ri-
mhmtmgic. Blocks of obsidian m:rcinmcumupulnlmdm
produce an eerie and mysterious reflection. However, fron py-

1. kwow-shee—ca-1ii’
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tites, burnithed and shaped, were more common; and rarer
examples had thin pyrite flakes laid in a mossic and glued 1o a
background of wood or shell. In another technigue used enthe
coast the artisan detached 2 surface of pyrites in ity matrix of
slate, burnishing one side and carving the other to fashion &
mirror with 4 carved back. One example, at lesse, is known of
s mirror of marcasite with its surfice so ground as w produce
» mugnified reflection (4):

Stone sculpeure we shall consider more conveniriitly undee
art, but the mass production of dressed stone for building must
have required patience and skill to accomphish. Stone-working
throughout Middle America wasachieved withour menal toals.
Flaking and chipping tor the hard stones, pecking and ham-
mering for the softer anes, were the preliminary steps in every
case. A final polishing with some simple abrasive like water
and sand oftca completed the process. Some hard stones seem
to have been detaclied from their matrix by applying the ahrz-
sive and sawing with a cord of rawhide or 3 wol of harder
stone, The Middle Americin people also developed tubular
drills of bone and reed, which, Totated by 2 bow and sided by
an abrasive; could hollow out vases or bore out places that
were otherwise inaccessible to the clumsy ook of die tme {5),

Save for descriptions and deawings, the destruction of tme
and man has Toft us only 2 few examples of the weaver's arz.
Weaving of some kind is very old, and no people, however
primitive, exist in the world to-day who do not make at lease
some kind of basketry. Textiles are made ss a2 rule by higher
groups, but they are found in the American continent a2 part
of the miaterial equipment of peoples who lrad niot yer leamed
how to make pottery. An early example of cloth, tombining
threads of cotton with soms fibre like yuccs, was found i the
Lower Middle Culture honzon of Zacatcnoo.

The long practice of weaving must and did have a signibiant
effec on decoration, for the recrangular patterns, 10 which the
weaver is confined, influence oll of Indian are m Continental

T
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America. Design and the arrangement of elements sre more
tinportant than form in Indian art. While many geometrical
partemns appear in pictures of Azrec clothing, fine embroidery
could produce the effect of curvilinear designs or even natural-
istic patterns drawn from the regional flora. Batik and tie dye-
angalso enriched the decorution of Aztec clothing. Other pro-
eesies produced the effect of velver and brocade, and some:
garments even imitated In texture and pattern the sking of
amimals. Judged on a visual basis, the designs on Aztec cloth-
g were by no means inferior to those of the celebrated textile
art of Indian Peru. However, we lave no positive evidence that
techuical development of Aztec weaving was equal 1o Pens
vian, for those antient South American weavers knew and
practised every method knownto man and even a few unique
o themselves (6). (See Plates 33-6; 62, middle loft: 64.)

Feather mosaic is probably an old craft, since evidence seems
to show that it was known to the Upper Middle Culeures.
Feather- and the technically allied fur-cloth appear in primi-
tive horizons in North America. The process consisted in tying
the stems of feathers into a fabric during the weaving process.
Frather-workers adorned shiclds m this way, dispersing: thie
feathers to represent animals or else purely decorative designs,
They made cloaks, too, and created sumptious insignia worn
on the head or hamessed to the body. In thess objects the
blending ‘of colours was so delicate and perfect 25 to rival
Ei;‘tinga As late as the nineteenth century, although the art

declined, the Mexicans still depicted landscapes and scencs
from daily life in this medium, and ro-day thet make charm-
g pictures for the tourists with cardboard, frathers and glue
(7). (Sec Plate 45.)

Feather mosaic had an early counterpart instone and shell;
we found a turquoise mosaic in a Lower Middle Cultare grave,
The wooden handles of sacrificial knives were sometimes orma=
mented m this way, as weremasks, shields and even small gold
omaments. & four de_force of the mosaic worker is 2 wooden
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shicld from the Mixteca, on which litele pieces of turquone
were fiteed together in a relicf sculpture depicting 3 religions
scene/(B). (See Plates 48; 6o, top.) _

Mosaic waorkers utilized stones of different colours and shiells
of various kinds, Pure designs were common, but elements res
presenting the costume or the body-paint were shown when
the mosaic covered a figure in wood or stone. An application
of mosaic on a larger scale was frequent in architecture, a ven-
et of cut stone being applicd to the rubble of a platform or
building. The temples of Mitls, Oaxaca, influenced by thesame
Mixteca-Puebla culture to which Aztec civilization owed its
origin, are masterpleces of this technique, for individual blocks
have their surfaces carved to fit together in an intricate [
metric design (9). (See Plate 11, top).

The wood-workers, owing to the impermanence of their
medinm, have left little to exhibit their prowess, but the few
surviving masks, idols, drums and ad-arls, or throwing-
boards, bear ample witness to their superb crafsmanship. The
very fact that they had to work wood with stone tools makes
their achievement noteworthy: Their copper tools were dull
and unservicesble in curting even the softer woods, and these
implements came into use relatively late ity Astec times (ro).
(See Plate 54, top.)

Wood was used extemsively in buildings for roof-beamns
and door—jambs. A beam in the palace ar Texcoco was 9o fees
long and 5 feee thick, so that its preparation and TTatisport must
have been an arduous rask. There was probably litde use of
planks in Aztec building, since it would be difficult to prepare
them with the rudimentary equipment at Aztee disposal, and
adobes and plaster were casier to make and just as serviceable.
Woode canoes, however, were essential for life in the lakes.
Some were dugouts hollowed out by fire, bur others, to
judire from the type used by the Xochimilcan Indians to-day,
were flac-bowomed punts, constructed of planks which were
probably tied together in Aztec times rather than pegged, as
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they ate to-lay. The portable bridires used to cros the camals
weee alio simple combinatious of planks, or planks vesting on
Beams. (See Plate 33, bormom lefe}

Furniture, which in European culture has done much hon-
guir 1o the wood-worker, was litde used in Mexico, Mats suf-
ficed for beds and s=ats; High dignitaries sat on a sort of wood-
en throne which had legs and often s h::ck and was called iepallf,
from which the Mexican word eguipale for s modern wicker=
work and leather chaie 1s derived. Mention & made of screens
and cheits and omamental cheathing for room interions, bt
0o examples arc left for ts to judge their coaftsmanship. (Sée
Plate 39, top right.)

The wouden drnits, o which musicians beat out ceremin-
#al thythms, were handsomely carved, as befined their reli-
gioes use, There were two types, a vertically cylindrical drm.
(hivehauei 1), which had 2 skin head, and a horizontally eylin-
drical denm (tepomazili 2), the top of which was slotted o form
two tongues. While the notes differed, thece was usually die
same tnterval berween the resonant sounds emitted when the
tongues were struck. The task of reaching the pitch must have
been excessively difficult, for the wood had to be hollowed by
fire and then chiiselled toa nicety, At fimes the artist fashionied
these drums to pepresent a crouching man or aninial, Masks
were often wed in temple ceremonies when 2 god was fm-
pemsonated, and ceremonial staffs were part of this equipmiens.
80, alio, were the dwowing-boards, or atl-wls, with which a
weartior flung a javelin, the lengthening of the arm thereby
giving the missile an increamed propulsve force. Some of these
atl-atls were most delicately carved and represent the best of
Azvec design. (See Plate 54, top.)

Merzllurgy was in 1t infancy. Copper was cold-hammered:
the art of edding alloys to make bronze had not reached Mexi-
co from the south, buc the gilding of copper and mixing of
gold and copper were adopted by Mexican goldsmiths, Cop-

1, way-wayll. 3, te-po-uns,
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per was cist into bells and omaments, and the process; used
also for pald, was the ciresperdue, o lost-wax, method. The
desired shape was' modelled i elay, oter which was dusted
finely-ground eharcoal, fellowed by an éven liyer of was
This coating was alko dusted with charcoal and the whole en-
closed in clay, which was perforated at the twop and bottons
The molten metal was poured in at the upper hale after che
wax was melted and the lower onfice plugged. When the
metal cooled the cast was broken and the finished object re-
moved (11): (See Plares 46-7.)

Although mose of the natdve goldwork found its way to.the
Spanish melting-pot, a few lovely ormaments survived; in 1932
the quantity was more thin doubled by D Alfouss Caso’s dis
covery of the undisturbed tonih of a ligh Mixtee official. The
design and shape of these necklzess, carplugyand rings, by their
iheerintrieacy amd bulk, make one realize thay the Spanidh de-
cripoions of Contds’ oot undentated the nicl sbility: of the
Aztec goldsmaiths (r2),

Metalworking, without much question; had #ts m:bgm m
Econdor or Perw; and vanoos techmgues were tansmiteed up
the Pacific coast to Panama and Costa Rica, where i importans
pold-working industries were founded. Although the inter—
vening area produced  little metal, another centre was ctab-
bished in Ouxaca in Mixice times. The Oaxacan ornameries,
lthough deficient in some of the southern weehuical develop-
tments, suspass in dedion sid workmanship the best of the oldee
gnld—umi: of Peru u.m] Ecuador (13):

Metzllurgy seems to have arrived late m Mesico, Elt:ll:ﬂlj'
nne before the eleventh contury. Mentions of capper in Toltee
titnes refer mote probably to the Dynsstic Period thats to that
of Teotihuacan. 1 know of neither copper nor gold which
OIS &umﬂw—wiywunddlcpmioﬁhc reat Middle
American civilizations, although some hollow chjr hlii f:m
the lage Toltec occuparion of Azcaporzaleo tanta
gese metal prototypes. Tuw:rd:duchuufdnh&pmdm;
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Civilization phase, and more especully during the domination
of Mixteca-Puchla culture, there are consistent occurrences of
mictal objects.

Mining methods were rudimentary, Gold was collected in
nugyet form or panned as dust; copper alio was mined as no-
dulés or nuggess; silver, which scldom occurs pure in nature,
was for this reason rarely converted into omaments. The melt-
ing fumaces wese heated with charcoal and their draughe fore-
od by 2 man blowing on the embers through a tube. The cast-
ing we haye already described. This work in gold, one of the
great wonders of the Conquest, was achieved by the same
simple methods of all Aztec handiwork and was another
triumph of sheer skill, imassisted by technical aids.

Ponery making was the greatest New World cruft, and pro-
bably no other continent has such a complex ringe of form
and design. The pliability of clay made it casy 0 work, and
firing was simple, so that pottery products were an important
part of Indian craftsmanship. In the Valley of Mexico we have
no trace of people before the introduction of pottery, and in
the chapters in Indian history we have seen how every wibe,
almost every willage, bad is own particular style, which
changed gradually through slow shifts in the popular rasee
as ame wore on. In the absence of written records the archae-
ologists forrumately have been able 1o rely on pottery styles to
peg out in ame and space the relationships of these ancient
and forgoten tribes, and thus lay a basis for New World his-
wory (14).

The Aztecs, like all the ather New World people, did not
wie the potter’s wheel, but built up their vessels with strips of
clay, relying on their keen eye and sensitive fingers to achieve
the desired shape. They did not use moulds to form their vee
sels, as'was occasionally done in late Teotihvacan times; nor,
apparently, did they make wse of the kabal, a block on which
Yucateean potters rested their vessels and which they tumed

with their feet in shaping the raw clay.
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The Aztecs had an abundance of fincly-textured clay; orange
after firing, from which they fashioned vessels for the storage
and service of food. The poners of Culhuacan wsed this ware
first, making plates with flat botoms resting on cylindrical
legs {15). On the floors they painted curvilinear designs which
were sometimes faintly naturalistic. In the second period, when
the manufaceure of thisware becamepopular all over the nor-
them Valley, the vessels were made more coarsely, and the
hollow legs degenerated to thick, elongared cones (16), The
decoration was converted into an absteact combination of cur~
vilinear motifs thar had the qualicy of Buropean script-writing,
I contrast to the usnal rectilinear quality of Middle American
design, it may be moee than a coincidence that the introduction
of this style at the beginning of the fourteenth century was
contemporaneous with the traditional date of the diffision of
picture writing by the peoples from the Mixteca. (See Plue
39, third row.)

The third phase of this style, made during the fifteenth cen-
wry, saw a gradual conyersion of the line-work into crude,
continuous patterns; but the construction of the vessels proper
was much finer {17). A few pomers rejected this slovenly
manner and drew elaborate geometric designs. The: closely
paralle] lines in some of these patterns were done frechand on
the curved interior surfaces of the bowls, revealing extra-
ordinary control in draughtemanship. Pechaps in trade, perhaps
in tribute, many foteign vases were introduced ac this time
and stimulated the local potters to develop new styles of their
WL

In the fourth period, during the chicfraincy of Montezums,
the potters broke away from these extremes of concentrated
meticulousness and slovenly linework. Namralism found fav-
our, with birds, fish and plants used as designs and executed
with that carcless finesse of brushwork which characterizes
Japanese sepia drawing, After the Conguest draughmmen accus-
tomed to warking in this style were-able to copy accurarely
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such elements of Spanish design 25 the double eagle of
Charles Voand the coats of arms of nobles (18), (See Plate 32,

):

wp?nlyd:mmz pottery was made locally, usually consisting of
4 red slip, or wash, adorned with a geomerric design in black
and white, Coarse commuction with painfully csreful, if crude,
draughtumanship characterized the founteenth-contury ware
It the fifseenth ceurary the hands of the potrers loosencd so that
thicy were able to paint more sophisticated designs on vessels
as.thin and delicate 35 any pottery ever made in the Americas:
Trade wares were tare at first and emanared chicfly from Pue-
bla, but in the ffteenth century the quality aud quantisy tm-
proved, mdicating the effects of teade and tribute. The histori=
cal reports that Texcoco was eulturally superior to Tenochrit-
lan are bome out by archacology; the Texcocan wares, ul-
though following the same sryles as the Tenochean, were bet-
ter made and had's grester variety of design. Alo there & evie
dence of more trade with foreign wibes (19). (Sce Plates 30-2.)

Goblets were made for pulgue; graterswere made forgrind-
ifug chilis, and clay vessels wire made for every conceivable
use; one Form swis 3 small oval platter with a specia} compars-
ment for sauice, resembling the *blue-plate special” dishes of
our modem restaurants. The crrcular roaster or griddie for
cooking tortilles came inwith Mazapan culture and contnoed
to be popular through Aztec times. The bottoms of griddles
were roughened so that heat would) penetrate eapidly and
evenly to the dough on the smoothed upper surfice,

Clay utensils had their nse in weaving, The Aztec spintiee
rested the end of ber distail in exquisite livle cops, often char-
mingly omamented. Her spindle weights were also made of
baked clay, In the fourteentls century these wero hicavy and
had holes large enough for a heavy spindle; Often their bume
ished black or red surfaces were cunningly adomed with
stamped or incised designy representing: conventional
or human and animal figures. lnrhcﬁ&umihmmryti:;:



Crafismanship 153
dle weights became much smaller, so that at times it is hard to
auunguuh&mnfmmlnﬂs.'rhuMMmmpcﬂuph-
dicates the spinning of more delicate cotton threads.

The spindle weight, or wharl, has an important bearing on
discussions as to whether or not the Aztecs knew the whecl.
The weight had the finction of a flywheel in accelerating the
rotation of the distaff The explorer Charnay apparently mis~
took: spindle whorls for wheels which mighs have been ar-
tached to toy clay animals. His ingenuous' explanation: is not
scriously considered to-day, for later research has proved the
existence af jointed dolls in both Toltec and Arzec times
Theae bk biles i thate brodics hrotiah which siuisgiiwems
passed, aaching the arms and legs, which were similarly per=
forated. Ity 1940 Dr Stirling discovered some clay animals.
which rested on rollers, tubes of clay probably connected by
wooden wdes; socketed w holes in the legs. This knowledge
does not seem to have been pur to any efficient use. In the lis-
tory of invention there are seversl sinmlar cases, notably the
Chi:mvdimv:r}rnf gunpowiler, They vsed 1t to make a noise
in ceremonics, bot not untl the Buropeans took over che sub-
stance did its application have sny pracical purpose.

In Aztec times stone sculprare was the wwal medinm vsed
in reproducing. the himan form, The figurine ¢cult, which in
Middle Culture and Tolter timesmanifested thechicf develop-
ment of the plastic ars, bcnmmmgm&:::l.nh Th:u.t:ui'thr.
mould’did tot induce superior crafismen to fashion even the
originals. Yetin these dull reproductions of gods and goddeses
there sill {urks that ability to capture the spark of essential vi-
tality so characteristic of this field of ary m carhier times. Curi-
ously enongh, the goddesses, more kindly and less nidden with
absirac virtues than the gods, usually awoke a response in these.
ancient idol makers that resulted i pesfectly charming lide
fl.[t_l.n"ﬂ. (z0), (See Plare 29, bottom row.)

Postery was ot confined o houschold chattels; great roof
ornaments of baked clay were made to adorn the temples.



154 Aztees of Mexico

Sun-dried adobes were commotily used for general house con-
struction. However, they were sometimes fired into bricks
which formed the back walls of fireplaces or were substitured
for dressed stone in the comers of buildings, A temple at Tiza-
tlan earries brick construction in the pillars before the altar, but
rubble faced with cut stone was preferred as 2 gencral building
material for temples. Before the great temples, braziers the.
beight of 3 man combined ritualistic wsefulness with archi-
tectural omament. Cones of baked clay were used as studding
to keep the plaster from slipping off the temple walls and 1o
serye as a decorative element as well (21),

The Mexican craftsmen had at hand an abundance of good
pottery clay, which from the earliest times provided a medium
for plastic experiment and experience. Work in clay created
the background for thar sureness and security in creation that
stands out in the later Mexican sculpture in stone and wood.
Accarding to our Western standards, clay is 2 substance m-
ferior to wood or stone for plastic expression. However, the
ancient Mexicans, like the old Chinese, considered it fir for
the finest examples of their arts and crafts.

Mexican craftsmanship, whatever the wibe and whatever
the era, was superb i that it answered the necessiries snd ideals
of both the time and the people. There is little evidence of a
wide gap beeween superior and mferior workmanship, as in
our Western ewihizagon, where there is less need or oppor-
tunity for hish-grade handwork. In unindividualized societies
the general skills of the tribesmen, o far 2< can be judged by
their work, follow a more even coursé than in elaborated and
specialized groups. To tm such craftsmanship into art re-
quired a mere flick of the switch of social demand. The ars,
as considered in the next chapters, were just projections of e

craft back

The measure of Aztec civilization cannot be gauged solely
by its technical achievements. The arts and ceafts transcend the
produces of Old World peoples at the same mechanical level,
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The spirit of the Aztec people, 2« exemplified in their religiom
v, soared to the lofty heights sctained by the creacors of all
those ancient civilizations, like Egypt and Mesopotamia, whose
monuments reflect the glory of ther builders” religious de-

Yoron.



CHAPTER IX
THE FINE ARTS

A ssasideratlon of those wipects of Aztes craftommnchip which we
feyregaty a5 Fine Ant

Tre Aztecs did not have a term for *fine ars’; ner did they
gmhu: about aesthetics, nor make objects to be contemplated

their beaury alone. They had none of the socially sterile at-
utudes towards art which we adopt in our own culture. In-
steadl, they recognized the value of superior wotkmanship and
wsed its produces to honotir the gods who were intermediaries
between man and the infinlte power of the universe. Aztecart,
i1k this respect, Kno different from the greactradidions ancestral
1o our modern astthetic. Religion hay always evoked man's
biest n thoughr and deed so long s human sodiery believed thar
relifgion was essential to its survival (1)

Aztecart was powerful ingrehitecture and sculprure, weak in
painting and drawing. The dance was more advanced than
mmusic, amd ltersture, in the absence of an effective method of
_ was- confined to the evanescent output of oratory,
The years and the clements have left us only such examples as
could survive the ravages of time;and we hiave no way, except
by analogy with livitg groaps, to acertain the Aztec aminude
towards their creations in those fielils of enBeavour which we
moders dignify 25 2

The nost impressive expression of architecture was in roligi-
ous building. Houses might have s fortuitons beanty of pro-

persion, Bur the main consderation was adequate shelrer, Pub-

E'hui[dingr of a secular characeer, like the clan house or the
ciriel’s gutarters, were lirge-scale projections of the domestic

- architecture. The addition of many spartments for attendants
- and concubiues, 3 swimming-poel and a menegerie, such as

composed the palace of Montezuma, did not alter structurally

356
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or in basic plan the scheme of recangular rooms set about 3
pano.

The temple architecrure, on the other hand, achicved real
majesty. The great gods fived in the sky, so that their shrines
and images were very naturally clevated above the level of
worldly affairs. The climate contributed indirectly to the con-
version of religious requirement into an impressive art foom.
It was not pecessary to howse the congregation or protect it
feom the westher. The altar or shrine alone needed to be ele-
vated, and the worshippers stood in the plaza below. Thus the
temple capped the substruceure and was the culmination of 3
harmonious series of ascending planes, calculared to incresse
the illusion of height by emphasizing the effects of mechanical
perspective {z2).

Such aesthetic canons were probably not laid down as laws
but were reached after centuries-of experimentation had pre-
duced & standard procedure. The earliest temple found in the
Valley was Cuicuilco, afUpper Middle Cultare date, wherethe
altar was exposed upon a massive oval mound (3). There sno
trace of temple walls, and the wse of fire precluded 2 canopy,
Howeves, at Teotihuacan, in the clasical Toltee perind, the
temple had replaced the open altar, and in all prabsbiliry it
hioused a representation of a god inwood orstane. Inthe whole
of Mexico there is no more harmonious treatment of gigantic
mass and planes than the substructure of the Temple of the
Sun (4): (See Plate 18, botom; 22, bowom.)

The floors.of the temple survive, though the roof and walls:
wete destroved long ago, but the illusion of infinite heighrand
space still temaing. The plines berween its:terraces are so cun-
ningly caleulated that the obsérver standing at the foot of the-
great staircace cannot sce people at the top. He is conscious
emly of the massive ascent disappearing into space. 'Whet the
snair way usedd by 3 religions procession, in-all i pormp and
colour, the effect must hive been stupendous. The elaborate
hicrarchy of 2 great civilintion moved upward to nieet, ata’
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point unseen b‘f!hﬁbchﬂ!dﬁﬁ;dltiﬂﬁhj[yﬂftﬁch&i?ﬂﬂ,ﬁh—
cenmated aloft m the god's image.

The plan of the sacred city of Teotihuacan was calculated 1o
mamtain the illusion of mas and height. The buildings were
laid outin groups along a naocth-south axis, broken laterally by
several precinces ariented to the east and west, From whatever
angle one approached Teotihuacan the eye was led towards 3
point of interest, guided by the amangement of the planes and
masses. Thus the diminishing effect of distance: was avoided,
Within each precince the surrounding walls insulated the obo
sexver from the rest of the city and emphasized the mass and
beight of the principal precince temple, Not even the Pyta-
mids of Egypt present so carcfully calculated 2 plan to domin-
ate thendividual with the sheer weight of supernatural power.
The modern visitor to Teotihuacan, now in ruins, cannot -
cape the ancient association of idess that the greater his
wemple, the more powerful 3 god must be. (See Plae 22,
top).

%’mﬁiuum was probably the result of the co-operation of
commumities scattered over a large part of the Valley. s seale
and vastmess could not kave been achicved by a single resident
community, In Chichimee times, when there was no central
authority, each commmmiry buile its temple or temples as best
it could, and few survived. Tenavuca still has a temple of this
period, the platform walls of which ascend almost vertically,
Apparently shrines to two gods rested on the summit. Ar thic
same tume, across the mowmtains in Puchla, the Chiolulans were
piling sun-dried brick on sun-dried brick to make 1 man-made
mountain. So huge is this strucrure that the priest’ quarters as
‘well as the temple were located on top of oric of the platforms.
A large colonial chureh founded on the pyramid has obliter
ated evidence of the ancient emple proper, which taditon
dedicated to Quetzalecad, It would scem logical to assume
that the priests” houses were on 3 lower level than the ilirine,
since the tenets of Aztec religious architecture required 3 do-
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minating position for the earthly residence of the god (5).
(See Plate 26).

However, in the Valley of Mexico the communities pros-
pered and their peoples multiplied. As resources and man-
powet increased, the temples became larger and more numer-
ous. Yet so complete was the destruction by the Spamards and
their Indian converts, who mransformed many a temple on its
platform tto a large parochial church, that the modem visi-
tor finds little to suggest the architccture of the past. Archae-
ology has abundandy confirmed, in fragmentary form, the
amazed descriprions of the conquerorn.

The last o reconstructions at Tenayoca bear witness 1o
the excellent proportions and deamatic principles. of Astec
architecture, Excavations in the hill above the milway sta-
tion at Cuernavaca revealed a temple intace in all except it
roof. The temple of the Tepozteco, perched high in the hills
over Tepoztlin! 15 another nearly perfect example of Arec
architecture on a small seale. A pit sunk in 2 vacane Jat across.
the street from the cathedral in Mexico City reached the cor-
ner between the stair and the western wall of the great temple
of Huitalopochlti, War God of the Artecs, and the massive
size and ornate decoration prove that the startled descriptions
of the Spaniards did less than justice tw this tremendous monn-
ment. A recent excavation i a cliff over-hanging Malinaleo,
near Tenancingo, state of Mexico, brought to light a wemple
comples, hewed largely from living rock, which thrusts the
famous Egyptian rock tombs of Abu-Simbel into. the limbo
of provincial opera-house sceaery (6). (See Plates 28, botrom;
37, top; 50-1:)

The Aztec remple had a platform, the sloping sides of which
were generally broken by three terraces. A steep, broad stair
flanked by balustrades, occasionally with = third dividing it
into two, gave access 1o the top. Carved stone blocks, project=
ing in rows from the sides of the platform, represented snake-

1. Te-postian’.
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hdads, skulls or some other symbolic form of the cult. At the
ioot of the balustrades huge serpent heads with gaping jaws
added 1o the architecrural design and created awe in the be-
holder. The stair rose broad and steep, focusing the ateention
on the sacrificial block at the top; aver whith victims were
steetched to await the searching knives of priests.
Behind the block stoed the temple or temples, which gen-
erally had a back room for the idol and an ante-chamber for
- the priests. The walls were wually of dressed swne and some-
times omamented with carving or relief The roof, which was
thatched in of primitive temples, in important shrines
was made m laid like 2 comncrib, growing smaller to-
wards the top. Plaster laid on twigs or poles sealed the roof
agatnst the min and was carved with designs symbalic of the
inside. The inreriors were noisome places, coared with
lood and smoke, for incense was burned in profusion, as were
the hearts of sacrificed victims: The propottions of terrace to
terrace, temple to platform, stair 1o facade; were maintsined
ierespective of size, producing an effect of heighes and mass
which yet in no way detracted from either the platform ar the
‘temple. This sense of proportion extends into cvery aspect of
Azzec are and it
~ Some wmples were cylindrical and rested on square or cir-
cular platfornis (7). These were dedicared 1o Quetzalcoatl, 6~
ten represented as Ehecatl,! God of the Wind, to whose passage
a rounded surface offtred no ohstacle. Sometimes the door of
:mth#mupkwu&l.lﬁnundin the form of 2 sorpent head,
while the circular building snggested its body. A superb tem-
pleof this rype is part of the Milinaleo group mentioned sbove,
which is hollowed out of the living rock, The door it carved 2t
either side in low relief o suggest 2 serpent head in peafile,
while the whole ako can be visualised a5 & snakehead in full
face, of which the open mouth constitutes the door. A bench
cizcles around the walls within, and e skins of cagles and oce-
L. J‘r‘}ﬂr‘“ﬂ.
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lots, emblemaric of the rising and setting sun, are carved in re-
liet'as if chey hung from the wall to drape over the bench. An
altar in the centre of the room represents another eagle. This
elaborate concept is carved from the solid rock cliff and & 2
marvellous blend of architectural designand seulpruzal skill (51,

The Aztec sculptors worked in relief and in the round. in
heroicand in miniature size, and were equally able in symbolic
and ‘maturalistic conceptions, which they could execute in
whatever medium was available. Our modern apprecistion of
their work is hampered by thie prominence of religious matifs
which often detract by crowded denil or grotesque fantasy
from the clean lines of theie basic propoctions. Aztee ary, we
have insisted, was never completely secular. Yet, in compen-
savon, the Aztecs allowed o lively appreciation of natural ele-
ments 10 enter purgly religious conceptions wherever possible.

From the time of the Middle Cultures the Mesicans wed
baked clay extemsively for sculpture and worked oue it it theis
artisticstandards. Thefew surviving examples of woodensculp-
ture sugrwest that this medivm was carved o accordance with
stone technigues and did not; as in Egypt and Greece, serveasa
training ground for standards later transferred to stone. I any-
thing, the plasic methods of Mexico had their arigin in u long:
and continoous. handling ‘of clay. Both medis entail an em-
phasis on surface and cantour; and the technical process of re-
ducing stone by pecking and polishing, if moee liborious, i
not, in the last snalysis, very different from the final smoothing.
and finishing of 3 work in clay. Thus the sculptoss achieved 2
delicate appreciation of the contours and lines of the hunin
form.

Partly owing to the past tradition and partly because the
images of the gods were set in the temples, the Aztec artists
showed their figares in: passive attirudes; more often seated
than erect. The austerity of their life led the Azvecs 1o attribute
similar atdrades oo their gods, and, as a reanly; the soft emo-
tionalism so characteristic of European art is almost tomlly
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absent. Thus: Azec sculprure is even more forbidding and
gloomy than other Middle American ares, which have at first
a depressing effect on observers accustomed to Old World
assthetics (o), (See Plates 40, 49, 52-6.)

The same sense of proportion so evident in Aztec architee-
n::npmhmcd a montimental quality in their sculprure, The
smallest piece has the same dignity that attends the most mass-
ive temple carvings. A photograph reveals no impression of
the original scale, and it one case the head of a goddess was
carved identically in & small piece of jade and a four-foot block
of basaly, with no less of plastic or monumental values to

mﬂmn:t:}.
I relief sculpruce the forming of the object and the disposi-
siom and subordmation of details show the mastery of design
inherited by eyes trained in centuries of weaving. The vast
Block of the thireeen-foot Calendar Stanc is carved with as de-
licats an appreciation of dhe relatve values of space as similar.
designs painted on pottery vessels or graven on jade. (Sec Plate
52.)

The finest Aztee sculpture, to the Western ¢y, reproduces
the yotmg gods and goddesses that presided over the crops
This the Aztec body, long of trumk, short of limb, softly
rounded in its well-fleshed strength, s simply and accurately
portayed with passive grace. The patient and resigned fea-
sures were perfoct subjects for the sculptar and his mediom.
Some gods could assumic the guise of animals, and the sculp-
tors took Full advantage of their close observation of nature to
carve & coyote with ear atile or to digmify a red basale grass-
hopper with the armoured malevolence of an insect in heroic
scale. The serpent, emblem of Quetzalcoat], symbol of tme
and the year, representative of mystery and power, was fre=
quensly carved. The sinuous curves ending i the savage sym-
ctry of the head oficred a challenge which the sculprors ac-

with 3 succes that evokes the mysterious horror of the

Aztec universe. (See Plates 53, 56.)
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The grotesque gods are abstract and horrible o our modern
-eye. Coutlicue ! the *Lady of the Serpent Skirt’, and mother
of Huitzilopochsli, was thought of as powerful and awesoms,
so the task of the sculptors was to transmute those qualities in-
1o stone. The great saatue m Mexico, whose head i twin sor-
pents, whose necklace human hands and hearss, whose feet
and hands are wiciously armed with claws and whose skirc 52
mat of writhing snakes, brings inro a dynamic concentrate the
manifold horrors of the universe. A smaller carving, sisapler
and less detailed, produces this same effect, muplymg that the
very essence of fear was honoured and worshipped. An altar of
red Java, dug up in the street behind the cathednl, is grimly
adomed with minked skulls, but the design is so harmonious
that death becomes an abstraction, part of a distant umiverse
of fear, and not the imminent individual disaster which besets
us moderns. (Sec Plates 54-5.)

The Calendar Stone embodies 2 finite statement of the in-
finiry of the Aztec universe. In the centre is the face of the Sun
God, Tonanuh, flanked by four cartouches which singly give
the dates of the four previous ages of the world and together
represint the date of our present era. The twenty nanies of the
days cirde this central element, and they, in tum, are ringed
with & band of glyphs denoting jade or turquaise, which give
the idea of being precious and symbolize the heavens and theis
colour. This stnp is girdled by the signs for stars, through
which penetrate designs emblematic of the rays of the sun,
"Two immense Fire Serpents, symbolic of the Year and Time,
circle the exterior to meet face to face at the base. Bormg back
through these forms to the significance behind them, we havea
‘grandiose conception of the majesty of the universe (i1).
{Sce Plate 52 1op.}

In recent years, under the Presidencial Palace in Mexico City,
a monolith over a metre high was found, which represented a
platform and a stair crowned at the top by a similar solar disc.

1. Co-at-lec™-kway,
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Relichs on the sides show, Huitzilopochli, God of War, and
Tezeatlipocs, God of the Smoking Mirror, symbolizing the:

sacred war between night and day. Probably the Calendar
‘Stone was set up it much the same manner, and itis tintzhzing
to think of the lost reliefs which explained and ornamented the
great disc when it was in position (12]. (See Plate 52, bottom. )
" The historical accounts record that the Calendar Stone was
made in 1479 and the great eagle vase of Tizoc during his rule
from 1451 to 1486, A trougly, extending from the basin to the
edge of the vase, has been explained as 3 drain for blood to run
out. Howeves, the design is not keyed to this draim, and the
_ af the basin i to burn heart, not to receive blood.
Therefore, the fiirrow was probably made by the Spaniards.
whio sought either to use the vase 35 3 necher millscone or rred
wissuccessfilly o smadh it as an example of idolatry (13):

The dates of these two monuments indicate that this was
the time when Aztec civilization burst into flower, It is 2 -
bute tor Aztec artists that, originally fenered by the more lowly
tasks of handicraft, they could scoept the tremendows ecano-
mic, social and religiows. stimulaton of their sudden rise o
power asa licenee to convers craftsmanship into great religions
art,

The: Aztecs did not ereate their are forms or their religion,
which scams to have seeped in from the Mixwea-Pucbla
coimtry, Thete the religious manuscrips aad the ritaslistic
coneepts lieven i stone and pamted on vases were more com=
plix and betrer drawn than their Aztec equivalents, Unfortun-

rely, a8 you, archacological invistigation ltas not extended to
, mhare thas's smpling of this potentially rick ares of Mexian
civilization. However, the Valley people, given the oppor-
tunity, cagerly accepted these formsand created theie own ver-
siams of the patentart (14). (Se= Platss 57, top left; 58, 59.)

The tame clements portrayed in stone monuments apps
in smaller abjects. Wooden drums and arbarls had reliel carv-
ings the equal of the temmple ormaments in all excepr scale. The
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same divinitics weee graven in bone against 3 background of
rurquoise mosaic: The gold-workers reproduced in miniarure-
the images of the gods and goddesses and the symbols of their
cult, carrying out in costume omament the elements of the
titual in which they were used. Lapidaries succceded in reduc-
ing jade, obsidian, rock crysuil, opal, moonstone and amethyst’
into tiny seulptures which carry the same emotional anthoriry.
as the grand-scale ast. The bulk of first-rate material is enor-
mionss, [e would seem that the products of wrilial craftmanslitp
had beens gaised ent masse into arts. Virtually overnight a eluses
of primitive villages had tmnsformed themselves into great
creative centres (15). (See Plates 45-9: 55, top left)

Painting and drawing did not reflect this transmutation,.
True, we have recovered a few examples, but they come from
sources which produccd fine sculpture; The surviving frescoes.
at Tizatlan and Malinalco are in-no waysuperior to the draw-
ings in the codices or manuseripts. The use of colour s avish,
but the drawing is czabbed and conventional, confining itself
to correct delineation of ceremonial elements rather than to the
cambination of compasition, penpective and colour values in-
t0 4 sgnificnt emotional experience. Apparently the finer
wirkers devoted thiennelves to seulpture, while drawing atd
painting, subordinated in the outward expression of rital, fell
tar less skalful hands. Yer design was a requisite in a work in two
dimensions, and; considersd on this basis, the symmetzical dis-
position of the figures renders less serious the anatomical Haws
and rigidity of presentation (16). (Sec Plate 47, top lefc)

Thie pictographic annals often exhibit an engagng .
the little liistorical ‘seenes recnrded. The humour cannot be-
entirely fartuitous. There & something inherently fascinating:
about drawing litele men thatimpelsa dravghtsman to humamize.
liis figures, with a remilant and weleome loss ta their digniry,
Even the supremely competent draughtsaen who decorated the
Egyptian tombs in the Fourth could not resise s casnal
impishness. Azeec deawing was hardics than the sculpture and
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wiss able to survive until the close of the sixeeenth century. The
Indisns copied old records, and some annals were carried an
i the same style untl 1560. The friars used Indian artsts to
illustrate reports on indigenous affairs, and there are several
manuscripts in which Indian and European drawing methods
are inextricably and delightfully mingled. Pictured history has
always had its appeal, to which emphasis of the essential and
the suppression of the irrclevant, implicit in drawing, largely
contribute, In our present day, with all the superb methods of
photographic recordings and reproductions, the comic strip
Tas a vogue unparilleled in our history (17). (See Plates 62,
63)

Aboriginal music has largely disappeared. Thic friars quickly
adapted the chants and dances of Europe to Indian needs and
substituted Christian for Indian ritual practices, using song and
dance as formulas easily understood by primitives. To judge
from the mstruments, Aztec music was strong in thythm but
lacking in tone. The two-tone and one-tone drums could emit
sonorous rhythms, buz the bone and clay flutes pipe pitifully
and are not gauged to a fixed scale. The conch shell could be
Blawn with varying notes; according to the intensity of the
blast, although it was more suitable for summoning people
than for making music. Whistles, rattles of clay and gourds,
bells and shell tinklers enhanced the effect of carefully regulated
shythins. Notched bones, often human, wete rasped with a
stick and produced quite plessant sounds. A strange type ol
drum, which seems to have been indigenous, had an amaring
resonance attained by beating an inverted gourd floating in a
large continer of water (18), (See Plates 39, top right; 61,
mididle.)

The dance was highly important, but native steps seldom
- pessist except in the most primitive outlying districys, for they
‘were transformed by the friars into Christian patterns. The
chroniclers describe dances of many types in which masses of
people participated. It is impossible that the Azeecs, with their
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profound serse of design and form, should not have had cls-
borate rituals in which great bodies of people moved in com-
plex patterns to complicated thythms. Song was wsed to rein-
torce the ceremony, and the words of some chants survive
without, alas, the musical notation. These dancers; acting out
mythical events pertaining to the lives of the gods, must usu-
ally have been highly theatrical. Thus, as with other peoples of
the past, religious service fulfilled the furiction of the dramz
(19). (See Plate 62, middle right.)

The pictographic writing of the Aztecs was oo simple to
tecord a literature. However, the many references w oratory
and the wealth of allusions and synonyms referring ‘to the
gods and goddesses give a picture of rich fanmsy and poetic
imagination, The emphasis on the spoken word, the complex”
background of the religion, the closeness of the supernatural
world, would not have produced lean, accurate pross. Rather
a semi-poetic, highly symbolic verbiage came from the prac-
tice of oratory and the chanting of prayers. Thus a rhytlomc
and rich verbosity existed ¢ a form of polite address tha, giv-
en a systemn of writing, might have been transmuted into
literature (20).

These activitics, which we sanction in our own culture un-
der the terms of arts and Jettersand to the practitionersof which
we assign honour as creative artists, were existent in Aztec so-
ciety. The status of these practices, however, was very differ-
ent from their position in our own culture. Much of that ares
of our own life divided up into the infinite gradation of com-
mercial, legal and governmental pursuits fell within the span
of the individual Aztec's normal social life: Thar energy and
sctivity which we exhaust in religion, art, belles-lettres and.
science were combined by the Aztecs in the observance of their
religious requirements. An understanding of the nature of their
religion and its position in Aztec life and social practice s fun-
damental to a realization of the nature of their culture.



CHAPTER X
RELIGION

A brief survey of the Aztee universy and the unpronounceahle gods
and goddesres who presided over it and ruled wen's fate

Azrrc religion, in purpose and practice, tried to ateeact thowe
nasural forces which are favourable to human existence and re-
pulse those which are harmful. Ethical conerol and spiritual
perfection fell within the province of social custom, so that
the moral goals of our own religion were largely absent; the
Aztec religion had no Saviour of mankind, no heaven or hell
‘to reward o punish the consequence of human behaviour
(1):

The Aztecs and their forebears believed thar the forces of
MNature acted for good or evil very much as does mankind; so
thiat it was logical for them to personalize the elements as gouls
or goddesies. The process of worship entailed offering preicuss,
ttreing prayess and performing symbolic acis to induce the
divine powers to operate for the public benefir. The eibal in-
wllect was mobilized, as it were, to sore out the proceses
of Niture, find ous how they acied and devise magical
procedires of wituals to win them o acton Bvourable w
T,

Nature pperates in series of récuroemoss which give the effect
of thythms. Birth, maturity and desth follow relentlessly in
Hiuman life; night succeedsday; the ssations of the year romts
endlessly thronghspring, summer; sunimn and winter ; the plan-
ets move i eternal sequence theough the sky. Thus to discover
wihiat those ehythms were and follow their complicated but re-
gular beat would, in Aztec philosophy, etsure the happy sur-
vival of the community, There was little thought of the per-
fection of the individual when vast powers hoversd close, ready
to destroy the whole tribe if it ceased it vigilant watch on Na-
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ture. Thss rhythm and form become an essendal part of wor=
ship and found their outlet in ritual and religion, are, philose—
phiy and science.

The growth of civilization, with the resultant ramification of
social function and material equipment, led likewise to a more
complex perception of the universe, expressed in the strarifice-
ton of gods and goddesses and a specialization of their funce
tions. This result led to 2 more intense observance of ngual,
which consumed & great part of the material and incellectual
produce of the eribe,

Aztee religion wis an outgrowth of the recognition and.
fear of natural forces and the atempt to constrain them. The
process by which man defimes these focces and grades themin
order of importatice is 2 tuch 4 part of the evalution of cul
ture as art, mechanics or social organiztion. ‘The Azicos de-
veloped a conception of the relationship of the supematusal
farces to the universe that, given the precision of our method.
of thought, could have been developed into an mmposing:

philosophy.

Accurding to Aztee belief, the world passed through four

or five'ages, or Suns. Details differ, but the recori on the grest
Caléndir Stone may be taken a3 the alfficial version in Tenoch-
fitlan. The first era, Four Ocelot, had Tezaatlipoca as the
presiding god, who, at the end, mensformied himeelf into the
stutr, while jaguars ate up the men and giants who then popu-
lated the earth. Quetzalcoat] was the divine ruler of the secund
era; Four Wind, ar the expiration of which hurmicancs de-
stroyed the world and men were $urned into. monkeys. The *
Rain God, Thloc, gave the world light in' the third epoch,
Four Rain, brought to a close by & Bery rain. Chalchihmichi-
cue,) ' Our Lady of the Turquoise Skirt’; was 2 Water God-
dess whe presided appropriately over the fourth Sun, Fonr
Water, swherein 1 food came, transforming men into- fish,
Qur present age, Four Earthquake, is under the control of the
1. Chalcheo-weot"dep-kway.
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Sun God, Tonatiuh, and it will be destroyed, in time, by earth-
. quakes (2). (See Plate 52.)

While the versions vary from place to place, we seem to
have a recapitulation of the great disasters from flood, yolsnic
ctuption, hurricancs and earthquakes thae besr the com-
muhities of ancient Mexico. Alsa there 5 a reflection of the
order in which the gods atmined prominence in the local wor-
ship. In the history of the Mexican tribes there are references 1o
struggles within single towns between the devotees of two
cults 3s to which would have the mastery {3).

The oniverse itself was conceived in a religious rather than s
geopraphic sensc, and was divided horizontally and vertically
inta aress of religions significance, The horizontal universe,
possibly the older concept, recognized five directions, the four

- cardinal points and the centre. The Fire God, old and finda-
mentil in Mexican religion, controlled the central zone. 'The
exst was assigned to the Rain God, Thaloc, and the Cloud God,
Mixcoat] (Cloud Snake), and was a region of abundance. In
this idea geography was combined with ritual, since the in-
ensely ferule Vera Cruz coast plain is the actual source of the
seasonal rains cansed by the condensation of warm air when
the Gulf of Mexico is exposed to the chill winds of the Central
Plateaw. The south was considered evil, possibly because of the
and zones south ofMureinsmdPucﬁla, but had as presiding
deities gods associated with spring and Howers, Xipe (the
Flayed One) and Macuilxochid ! (Five Flower). The west,
however, had a favourable significance, being the home nf the

* planet Venws, the evening star, which was asodated and even
identified with Quetzaleoat] (Feathered Serpent), the God of
Enowledge. The norch was a place gloomy and awful, pre-
ﬂdadmrbyMﬂhnmhﬂ:‘(Lnrgﬂflthcmi} who, m
onc of those contradictions so frequent in Mexican theology,
was sometimes connected with the south as well 4).

The vertical world was divided into heavens and hells which

1. Ma-kweel-sho'-chith = Med-clan'-ay-cooe-di.



R:I:‘gl‘m 173

had no moral significance, being merely overworlds and un-
derworlds. The number of heavens varied op to thirteen and
represented the dwelling places of the gods, according to their
rank in the hicrarchy, the original creator living in the twp-
most heaven, and so on down the scale. One of these heavens
belanged to Tlaloe, who received those who died by drown-
ing, lighming or other causes ecomnected with water. One
school of thought divided the heavens into east and west; ac-
cording to the passage of the sun. The cast was the home of
warriars, whose death in bartle or sacrifice nourished the sum,
and the west the home of women who died in childbirth, thus
sacrificing themselves in the bearing of potential warrion (5).
(See Plate 57, top right.)

Thzmofd::&ﬂdpasudtuhﬁcﬂm*thcmdmmr!d.
They had to overcome several hazards before they conld take
up their life there, so they were equipped with charms and
gifts for the journey, which took the sacred number of fonr
days. The wayfarer had to travel between two mountams
which thireatened to erush him, avoid first 2 snake and thena
monstrous alligator, cross eight deserss, surmount eight hills
and endure 3 freezing wind which hurled stones and obsidian
knives upon him. Then he reached 2 broad river, which he
crossed on the back of a little red dog, sometimes included in
the grave-fueniture for the purpose. Finally amriving at his de-
stination, the rraveller offered gifis to the Lord of the Dead,
who assigned him to one of nine different regions. Some ver-
sions make the dead spend a probationary period of four years
in the nine hells before they take up. their life i Micelm,
which was, like the Greek Hades, devoid of moral signifi-
cance (6).

The Aztecs, a8 we have said, conceived of their universe 2s
extending horizonlly outward and vertically upwaed and
dowtiward. The world, as horizonamlly divided, implied the
association of divine powers with the phenomena of geo-
graphy and climate. This significance of direction is a famihiar
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religious concept. The vertical arrangement of the heavens bmi
mather more 1o do with rank and order than with a reahization
of natural phenomena. The hicrarchy of the Christian saints,
with i mplicit recognition of p-mitmn and authority, ap-
proaches closcly to the point of view with which the Asztee

" peoples regarded their gods. Asztec and nnualized Christian

worship have much the same aritude towards distinctions be-
sween philisophiy and practice, and between the point of view
of the instructed theologian and the humble worshippers.

At the head of the Azec pmtheon, in s thealogical sense;
was 4 supreme and ineffable god, Tloque Nahuaque; but an
sctive cul i his honour scems to have been: restricted o a
single temple, at Texcoco, which became a centre of religions
philosophy mder the samulus of the great chief, Nezahual-
coyotl. Ranking below this abstraction of divine power and
ot more widely recognized were #supremo couple, Tomacam-
cuhili} and Tonacicihuatl® "Qur Lowd and Lady of Subsis-
tenice”, These gods were thealogically important and fulfillad
the funictions of parenthood and origin for other divinities,
They were not extensively worthipped, since their contral of
nature was remote. An oquivalent being, Ometecuhtdi® ‘ Lord
of Daality’, ocenpied an analogous position, resolang from
priestly speculation as to the ultimate origin of the gods who
controlled man's destiny. The Sun God, Tonatub, who also.
discharged the fimetions of a heavenly overlord, was, however,
more closely associated with the acuve expression of Aztec re=
Biginin. The daily sppearance of the celestial arb, wo infitrieclv
fmiportant to the exdstence of all Jife, made sun worship an
¢esential pare of the Aztec religion (7).

There were several pods who jmetvened in human affairs
and were venerated above all others. Usually one of this
group wa the tutelary spiric of 3 community and had ao-
Pl:dtn int supteme powens. Such 3 god was honoured by

1. Te-ts-oa-tiy-coo™~tiL 3 Ot y-cay—coo’-gH.
2. Tons<erc-watl



the principal temple, synthestzed the sbstrace position of the
gods invented by the theologians and parrook of all the su-
preme powers exerted by the chicf god of other communities.
This group, without exception, was compesed of sky gods.

Tezeadipoca, the 'Smaoking. Mirror’, sometimes appeared
on the seene as an adverary of the Toltee divinity Quetzal-
contl, the 'Fenhercd Serpent’. He was widely wosshipped,
anicd his powers were shared by other chief gods. Hisatmibutes,
as depicted in the sacred manuserips, showed him 10 be pro-
tean, and they were often assigned to the tribal divinities of -
other places:' A Mixtec manuscript, which crmanates from the
prabuble centre of the Tercatlipoca cult, shows the same d
vinity presiding over the four directions but with a dirferem
colour in caclt instance. The powers and dress of this great god
pasied to local wribal divingties with the spread of Mixtee re-
ligion and the Tezcatlipoa cult to the Valley of Mexico. (Se
Plizes 57, top left; 61, wop right.)

The red Texwadipocs of the west took the same of Xipe, o1
Camaxth, the tutelary god of Tlazcala. Huitzilopochali, the
great Wat God of the Tenochen, assumed the functions andd
dress of the blue Tezcatlipoca of the south and was & Sun God
as well, but Iiis adversary and opposite divinity of the night
retzined the name Tezcatlipoca and was shown as the black
Tezcstlipoca of the north. Quetrilcoatl was sometimes de=
picted as a wihite Tezeatlipocs, associable with the east asa
morning star and the west as an evening star. Under the nume
‘Feathered Serpent’, but with the atrributes and powers of
Tezcatlipocz, he presided over the destnies of Cliolula, Tez~
catlipocs, 5 god ol s favourahle region, as surrogate of the sun
and as the chief god of the origiml cult, was the chief divinity
worshipped at Texcoco.

Thaloc, the Rain God, i an ancient god, going back to Tolk
we times. His eye rings, his fangs and the volute over hislips
render him an casily recogmized figure fn the Mexican pate-
theon. At Tenochtitlan he shared the grear cemples with Huit-
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zilopochtli, and his control of rain made the atraction of his
powers essential to survival on the Mexican platcan. (See Plate
59, middle.)

Querzalcoat], the *Feathered Serpent’, God of Civilization
and the planes Venus, seems to have been widely venerated,
‘but under different guises. In contrast to Tezcatlipoca, whose
functions and appearance were assigned to tribal gods with
different names, Quetzilcoat] had several forms shared by dis-
anctive divinities. The scolptures of Teotihuacan and Chichen
Itza show thar 3 feathered snake was honoured, and the loal
records: mention Quezalcoard and Kukulan, MNahoatl and
Maya names having the same meaning. ‘Ar Tenochritlan there
s ample evidence of a feathered-serpent cult, but the records
réfer o Xiuhcoatl,? “Fire Smake’, as well 25 to the srandard
sicred varicey, The twerm Quétzaleoat] applies as well to a
bearded god with a projecting mask, alio called Ehecatl, the
"Wind Ged'. In parts of the Mixteca—Puebli arca and the Val-
ley, as we have seen, there is evidence that the “white" Tezeat-
lipoca had the name *One Reed’, the date name synonymous
with Quetzalcoat] (8): (See Plates 23, 53: 39, botrom.)

In addition ro this confusion over Quetzalcoatl, the God of
Civilization, the annals and myths tell of Querzalcoad, the
‘great king, who civilized che Toltees and left for the east to re-
‘turn again, The friars seized upon this myth as evidence that

' St Thomas the Apostle had visited Mexico and converted its
inhabitants, who later slid back into pagan ways. Therefore,
the friars, to justify the Conquest, made much of 2 blonde god
who, after taking leave of his peaple, promised to return from
the east by sex. Yet the Queezaleoat] of the Valley of Mexico
manuscripts was never blande butusually black in beard and face
paint, when he was not shownasthemasked Wind God, Ehecad.

Asif the confunion betwesn a man and 3 god of many guises
were not baffling enough for the historian, we find o our dis-
-may-that the title Quetzalcoat! not only was given o the rulers

1. Shec—oo—co-atl
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of the Teotihuacan Toltees but also was bome at Tenochtitlin
by the chicf pricsts who exemplified the leaming of the time.
Distinguished authority has supported the hypothesis that a
Mexican named Quetzalcoat]! went to Yucatan, where he at-
rained high office and absorbed the cvilization of the Maya,
Later he returned to Mexico and taugh a version of the calen-
dar, a3 well as many other useful arss, to the peoples of the
plateau. Others, more romantic, see in Quetzalcoatl an Irish-
man, Norseman or even Atlantean, who popped inte Mexico
and spread sweetness and light. 1, personally, believe thirt the
introduction of superior culture elements and the creation of
local arts as well might not only Jead to the invention of 2 God
of Civilization, but also endow individual innovators with the
name of that god. The conflicting: data suggest to me that the
name and concept did not originate in any onc petson, but re-
sulted, cather, from the experience of many peoples overalong
peaiod of time in explaming and honouring the mtroduction
of those benefits which ensured theie corporal and spiritusl
well-being.

The great gods of the sky played an important part it the
duality of the Aztee world in which an ctermal war was fought
symbolically between light and dackness, heat and cold, north
and south, rising and setting sun. Even the stars were grouped
into armies of the cast and the west. Gladnatorial combats,
often to the death, expressed this jdea in ritual; and the great
warrior orders, the Eagle Knights of Huimilopochdi and the
Ocelot Knights of Tezaatlipoca, likewise reflected the conflice
between day and night. This Sacred War peemeated the ritoal
and philosophy of Aztec religion (), (See Plares 39, bottom
oght; 0.) i

While the great gods, the chief deities of the wribe, rended to
be associated with the heavens, there were many others who
controlled growth and lertility. Oftenthese gods had
as wives or companions, a5 if the idea of reproduction of thie
male and female principles were dawning in Aztec theology. |
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Tlaloc, the Rain God, held sway over growth and vegetaton,
and hus companion Chalchilitlicue (Our Lady of the Tur-
quoise Skirt) presided over lakes and rivers. This goddess was
the centre of an important cult and is represented as a charming
young girl beurifully dressed. Xipe (the Flayed Onie) syme
E:Hmi spring, and lis distincdve costume, 3 human skin, e-
prosented the new covering of wegetation with which the
garth clothes imself cach year, His priesss, at the ceremonics in
his honoisr, carried this symbolism into their costume by don-
ming the skins of freshly flayed captives. (See Plates 28, wp
lefe; 50, middle; 61, top lefr.)
. Tho com goddesses were young and lovely and probably de-
rved from the old cult of dhe Middle Culture goddesses.
Chicomecoatl! (Seven Snake), was the Goddes af Crops
and Subsistence, represented by comn, the staple food. Xilones,®
"Young Com Mother’, and Xochiquetzal® *Flower Bied',
~ weeree the embodied spirits of young growth and, by analogy,
youth and the games. These had a5 male counterparts such
gods as Cinteotl, *Maize God', Xochipilli,* ‘Flower Prince”
el Maculzochit, * Four Flower", whose functions, identifed
with growzh, youth and games, are almost synonymous. (Sec
Plates 31; 56, bottom; 57, bocom.)

About the maguey plant revolved another cult embracing
the goddess Mayauel, who represented the plint and whose
400 sons were associated with pulque. According o some ac-

- counts; the various styles of drunkenness were recorded in
teems of these gods or their associated animal, the rabbie. Four
bundred rabbits stood for com plete drunkenness, whils fifteen
or twenty sugeested imere conviviality. The chief of these pul-
sque gods was called "Two Rabbic', after his day in the almanae
and another, Tepoztecat], was the iribal god of Tepoztlan, hon=
oured by 3 temple placed high in the mountains of Morclos.

The gods of the earth and death were highly imporeant, since

£ Cheeso'me~co-ul,. 4, Sho-choe-kay-=ll’,
2. Shee-lo™nea. 4. Sho-choe-pec™ly,
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MAYA ARCHITECTURE AND SCULPTURE,
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FLATE T

MAYA PAINTING
Tor: Dopail from & vase, Ales Verzpag, Cuaternals. A high diphitary receives an
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Ty Dhetat] frovin 4 Mexizan period wall painting ot Chichets I Warriors ane paid-

mg & town and takmg privonens, suggsstingg the poubled days of the Mexican
L.\:E'I:i"“lu.



FLATE B
ZAVTOTEC SCULPFTURE AND
ARUCHITECTURE,
ODAXACA, MEXICD
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the Zapoteo ceveinondal centre, where a hill
was terraced 1o make room for temples wind
tombs, Mmoge: 1
peried ar Monee Albzn Thi are has corain
reremblanees to the "Obmee® style. Glyphs
Fooinmpanyme soime of the
a form of writing was know
head; COaxaca

oliel from the earlies

pures thow that
o BorroMm: Jade




PLATE 1)
ZAPOTEC
SCULPTURE
I CLAY

Tor: Left: Moraary wm
depicting s rain  god
Himal demanded 3 formal

entional  treat-

*xit
Right: Thiv tiges re=
calls the “Oliwee” Ly
of Plares 2 smd It ks &

iplendid exampl
Lapotecan style, combin
ing the freedom and ¢

alirtiomn

feste
keft and below, Borrom
Thi the Oaxaca
Museom 1wl luaw
2..|F.-|rrr| walptoss could
broak through the bonds
of conventivs Lo produce

the sculptures ac

Higure

tine realptic an




"TOTONAC' SCULPTURE, VERA CRUZ

c.art forms hav 1 foitnd in this state and

umcker the ke =

tone, af undetermined
Hack of a
+ sunrface of

Ald torkey, Rip
Balily had o reficer

alidte weliich
Horrom: Modcl of the Temmple of Tajm,
b piches hield small idiols, and the temple

wis ar the op

ITLNEE

Papantly

proper




FLATE LI
MIXTECA-PUEBLA ART

Thus culture became domumant after the dleventh conmtury and had o wode iffoence
T

o the established regional styles thown on the pro g plates, Tawe; A ecraple or
palace ar Micla, the larges roofed room in Middle America, Horrom: Left; Gold car
armunent representing 1 Glling eagle. symbalic of the seeving sy, B ipht; Fage oo
thie Codex MNucall depictmg warriors attacking a cown in g lake: The band at the top
represents the heavem, and the other sy mbols represent the marie aid amber of the

characrers’ hirthdays
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MIXTECA-FUEBLA
INFLUENCE [N
YUCATAN

At the turn of the twelfth cenngy Mexian
tribes comquercd Yocatay and boile 3 ocre-
el centre at the former Mavd oy of
Chichen ltza, Tor: Reconstricnon of the
Temple of the Warrion by Kenncth Conang
Mipbee: Head of the Mexican Rain God
Thlw. Borros: The (Caillo ar Chichen
Trza, & majestic temple Mendine Miva and

Mexican elements




FLATH 13

CHART SHOWING NATURE OF MIDDLE CULTURE
ARCHABOLOGICAL MATERIAL
Tor: Lefi: Seenion of refisse heap, Zacavenco; Ggumne type noted, Ripht; Section of
mound; Cuicuiloo, Mippis: -2, Lower Middle Culture pottery 3—4. UFPCT
Middle Culture portery. Botrom: 1-4, Lower Middle Colnne figarnes, C3, Ci-2,
B.C, A, 36, Upper Mididle Coliure figorines, E, Hap 7. Teotihuacan | figurine,
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FLATE 21

CHART SHOWING NATURE OF TOLTEC
ARCHAEOQLOGICAL MATERIAL

Tz Fresco foom Temple of Agripulture, Teotihuacn, showiig people mking part
in an offering ceremony. Secoxn Row: Reconsrrucuon of rhe ceremnmial precinee
turrounding the Pyramid of the Sun. Tomn Row ; Ceremonin) vase, Teatihien 1,
im champlevé: ceremmial vase, same period, with fresco decorstion representing »
basterity; vae, Teotihuacan ¥, polished red ware, with degenerste design, Borros
R.ow Pigurines represenrmg the five syliste seages of Toleee culture, The Lo ewo
tigtirines are munklnade,



FLATH 22

TOLTEC ARCHITECTURE

Tor: Recomserucoon of Teouhuacan by Gamio and Marguina  The long 2 russ
morth and south and nclodes, begmning with the Temple of the Moo, the Mlaza
of the Moon, the Aprioulture Group, the Group of Columng, the Pyramuid of the
Sun, the Superimposed Builldings, and the Cimdel Group, Note the arangement iy
terns of precincs and axes. BotroM: Air view of the Pyraimid of the Sun, looking
east. The adjscent buildings show the sire of this momster temple foundation made of
unfired bricks faced with stone




FLATH 21

TOLTEC ARCHITECTURE

Retail from rhe Temple of Quetzaleoat], which wias fater covired op to mike the
Chtade € e, The massve serpent heads had eves of polished obsidian




PLATE 34
TOLTEC AR

Left: This massive figure, ten Feet tall, seenn to be 3 water g shdess. Tr s moteworthy
for 100 monumenal guality, Tor: Eighe Mask of porphyry, shivwisg a marvellows
gkill tn reproducing the physical eype. Bovros: This offering scene is 3 fresco. Ihe
figures at cither side suggest the Water Goddes. F shoot up from the alan o
frone of them, while mibomen and long-robed pricsts bring their offerings of
frathers, food, jade, shell, and a bird. Note the spesch scrolls,




FLATH 2§

CHART SHOWING NATURE OF CHICHIMEC
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL

Taor Row: Picrure writings of this perfod, Lefiy Chichuned homter from Mapa
Cubnarein. Centre: Tenochtas set farth an their wanderings and find theiridol, from
Codex Boturinl. Right: The eighe sribes who sertled Cenrral Mexico, from Codex
Boturind (we Tahle VI, Secosn Row Thie first three comsrructions at Tenayuea,
Mote the sloping wally of the Aztec-influenced Building 11 Tomen Row: Diagaotie
pottery stylo of Mazapan, Coyotlatelon, and the Culhuscan Are L. Fosrs Fuow

Mouldmade figurines, Coyotlatcloe style. Borrom Row: Mouldmade fgurines,

Mazapan syle
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CHICHIMEC PERIQOD
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FLATE 20

CHART SHOWING NATURE OF AZTEC
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL

Tor Row: Historical picture manncripe 1. Arrival, in 1300, of the nations who
beoughe knowledige of wrinng (Mapa Quinatzin; 3—4. New Fire Ceremondes (2] of
1463 (3) of 1455 (4) of 1507 (Codex Telletimi-R.emenis): 4. Capture of Tenoch-
titlan, 1519 (Codex of 1570). Secoxn Row: Last three buildings st Tenayuca, corre-
iportiding perbaps to the cvclical renovationa of 1403, 1455, md 1 5o7. Tamo Kow:
First ihree: Ao potrcey, Types 11, 1Bs, and 11Tk, found respecteety in the cyclical
dumps for 1403, 1458, 1907 fasrth; 2 type made from 1907 0o the Conquest of 1530~
a1, Fouwrw Roow: Firg fwor Amec fignres (before 1403} res made betwoen 1403
and the Conguest, represenmng Xochiquerzal, Xipe, Xochipilli, Tenanerin,
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PLATE 311

PROCESSION OF NOTABLES, DOING

This drawing by Keith Hendes
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FLATES 4%
AZTEC SOCIETY AND COSTUME FROM THE
CODEX FLORENTINO

Iz the mitddle of the dxteenth century the Spanidh fridr Bemardiho de Sahaguen made
1 famous study of the Arvecs, Hlistoria Ceneral de Nuewr Espuia, which was not pub-
Tished until 1826, He got the Inidtans to prepare munceous lusrations, bt they did
not reach public circulation until 1904, The selectiom here show the varioos Axtee
activitiss, seen with a frosh and humoros eve, Aldhough wone of the background
detaili indicate that Spanish influence wus alresdy sceangly fle 5 generation after the
Conguest, the geoeral detzils disclose a strong petsiitence of the Astec way of life,
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PLATS &7
THE AZTECS" MEXICO

Tor: Ignacio Marquina’y reconstriction of Tenochritlan asicwas in 1410, The reades

sonith-cast. Ar the léft fooms the great temple; ar the tight stands the
skull rack; in the foreground is the sorthern canoe basin, Left and right of the geeat

i
and b

middle distance. Horrom: The "floatar

I paloes of Axayacat! and Momtermma. The sacrthcial stone,
1d ' God, Ehecat-Quetralcoat], occupy the
gardens” of Mexico ar mmch the same to-
day a1 b pre-Conguest thues, Xochimilon, where this plen
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FLATH IR

AZTEC ECOMNOMICS AS SEEN IN THE
CODEX FLORENTING

Toe Row: A farmer plants his cosn, wiing 2 digping stick, and latet he avid D wife
store the harvest for the winter, These basic Brming methody still penin ameng the
muxlern Indiam. Mmnee Bow: Lt A produce market, which reealls the neatly
arranged warey of 3 modern Indian vendor. Ripht King Ahuitzot] receives produce
of the coast: shells, Jaguar skins, phomoge, jade, and cacan. Borms Row Lot
Mewtbery of 3 slave fmily wearing bars across their necks 4z 2 agn of bondage
Rights A morchani from the coast chaffers for such Highliod products 21 closh, gold
ormimenty, copper, obsidian toals, and nuguey-fibre rope.



PLATE 39

SOCIAL OBLIGATIONS, REWARDS AND
PUNISHMENTS

Toe: Lefir Boys are eaken by their fabers to the sohiool or Calmeeac. These people
are of the poorer clases. Right: Montesuma his professonal entertainers, hunchibacks,
fugglers, und myscams, Mmpie: oo chiefs sentetice cmninals to deith by some
atid chibs for sutmgeom cdmey. Botros: Lefs A tribal ruler invests two leading
men with badges and wrapping of tnk. Rights Warmine il proven “'*I'”" mgage in
cotmmptial vonshar. They wear the comume of warriors” ordens o of chivfi,



FLATE 40

EAGLE KNIGHT, NATIONAL MUSEUM
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FLATE 41
AZTEC ARCHITECTURE
Tur: Monteruma's palice, from the Codex = T g
Mendors, MNobe the ascendmg platforms, the - —
ctomary Axtec method of clevating roans 111 -
Mouteruma"s rooms are on the platforn reached

by the sair, and are Hanked by ro finr allied
chichy, that an the left on the ground Boor being

the war council's, and thar on the rght the
Jodpe’, Minpre: Lefi: Sectbon through a temple
at Mula showing the deils of Artéc constine-
tion, Borros: Twe-storey house, probably of
post-Conquest date . =2

e



FLATE 2

AZTEC ARCHITECTURE

Tur: An Ariec palace ar Texcoco from the
Mapa Quinatein, drawn i elevation without
Pflq‘f_‘ﬂ"ﬂ v Mezshnale oyot] and thnﬂp]'m.
Eather and son, Fice cach other in the throne
rooin. Indthe courtyard sit vassa] chieftaim, in=
cludiing the chief of ' Chicopauhela (Moo 46)-
The right side of the court n walled by store-
hoses for eribute; at the left bs 2 temple, desig-
pated by the scribe 25 o hall of science pnd
muse. The top oo are far the judges (lef)
and the arsenal (ripht]; The botrom roomas howse
the war council anl wisitog snibasadon.
Miporn: Howse of wantle and daub, stifl used
Menioe. Botras: A chiels huouse with sdobe
wills om stone foundations, wooden pillars for
the anderoons and freseo pathiting o the Ggade
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FLATE 44

AEZTEC ARCHITECTURE

The Lienzo Chalchihuitrm Vasquez shows the chiefand the founder of his lire in the
ccntral howse. The topmost row of fgures dissloses his descenr, and the senaller houses
joined to his palace by roads sro those of his subjects. The people in the two Jarge
homsey at Jower vight and left ate alliss, Post-Conquest paltiting on cloch.




FLATE 45

AZTEL
FEATHERWOREK

loe: Montezuma's head-

dress, pow in the Vienng
Museum, Conds sent it o
the Emperor Charles V.
who gave it to his nephew

Borrom: Minetcenth-con-
tiery servival of o fmous
Aree craft of which fow
examples have reststed the
ravages of dme
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AZTEC
GOLDWORK
Toy P Sprall

gold ormaments froo

Uhaxaca peveal  ex-

quisite waorkmanship
Minire Left; A
bockle  represemuing
the pod Xipe ui

-.rr.-.-||; sculprorzl
qualiry, Borrom: A
gold wocker from -the
Condex Floremtims
makes 3 mossic arni-
ment like that above
Aiddl
[IguDise Momic en-
hances u gold repro-
durtion of the shicld

and grrows, conebinor=

right). in which

ing the ugn for war,
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PLATR 49

AZTEC ART

Parphyry madk, Teayo, Vera Croe. This mask is an outstanding exzmple of Aztee
art, even though it was made outside the borders of their domain, This eaving and
the Eagle Knight an Plate 40 are perhaps the finest secular sculpuares from the Aztee
perniod.



AZTEC ARCHITECTURE

The temples were the most Imposing aspect o I' Arter architecture. Tor: Model of
the Temple of Temayucd as'it looked at the time of the Congoest. Borrosm: The
Temple a3 it loo ked duning excavation. The stamresse focused the artenrion of the
worshippert om the culminstion of each seretiiony, 3 homan acrifice. Compare

Places 60 and &1,




PLATE €1

AZTEC ART

Toir: This thrine i hopour of the War God; one of the few Axec builldings which
have survived mto modem times, b on the burders of the Artce terrikory ar Santlago
Hissteseo, Vera Croz. Borrom: The Zocalo, Meaco City, leoking north-sast, This
wis the wite of the grest Plazs of Tenochsitlin, The prevdent’s palace lipger might)
e o the foundations of Montezoma's palace. The great wmps o the Gods of
War and Fam sood jost east of the cathedeal. Arthe roasd junction i the foreground
& lirge disc like the Calendar Stone (Phate 43} still lies Buried. The proient squaze iy
built on the remains of the Tenochean aty, twenty foet above the sncent fevel




ALZTEC AR

Lor: The Calendar Stone, t§ feettn
history of
o i the son
set within the sign Four Motion, the

diameter, repreiciite

the world. Ar the centre
dare of the prescor cra. The datey of
the preceding cras are grven in the
four anmx of the Motion ngn The
twenty day numes, enclosed by
glyphs for murquoise ond jade, o=
circle the central symbaly. Teyond
are sun's rays and sar symbols; the
outer border consists of two great
fire snakey, symbolizng vnwe. Bot-
ToM: The Mational Stone, a mono-
farhic Block in the Mexican MNational
Mg, sggests how the Cale ractar
Stone was probably set on 3 plag=
formi. s symbalism represems the
Sacred 'War, the conflice betwesn
the epposing force of nature



FPLATE %3

AZTEC ART

Tor: The enormouws suake ae the foot of the balusttade vo the great temple in Mexico
sa I'Jf:llluh.i' 4r..'!|:|:|('|.1;:||:|.r urngndnt, frrr.'iu:uil'p I.'I!I]"'Iﬂ}'{d n Azter lf|-1-1F'1l-' hLLIJ!!-‘I:I:I[_:.
Snaker wern the major armunent at Tenayoca (Plite w0) and smeany orher Artee
baildings, appearing alo far to the cast i Mexicon Chichen Iz, Dorros: This
Eeathered snake 10 the Mexivan National Miseum may well symibolize Quetrslooatd,
God of Learning and the Pricsthood. This representation differs from the fire snake
i that it lacks 2 raised erost over the bead,



FLATE 14

AZTEC ART

Tor: Wooden drum with two
tongues  (tepenaztli) o the
form. of aip  ocelot, The
mmooth, imple ootlines con-
trast with the macabre con-
gestion of the presemtation
below. Dorros: Coatlicue,
the Maother of the Gods, a
highly tmportant member of
the pantheon. This representa-
tion, over aght foer high, des-
['lj'.'! bt power i fetri of
swch foarsome atmbuns  as
rwior snakehesds, 3 necklace of
a skull, hands and hearts;
akirt of wilthing smakes and
claws on ber feet. The bortom
of the statue's feet ds carved o
repIwn t'.".: carth monseer




FLATE %%

AZTEC ART

ssenting the Death God. Thives s fne cxample
ed, oo bald hurmon

p Lefi: Small rock-crystal skull reg
vork. Bottom: Lefiz A box, symbolieall
&y Ly

precionn -, banding o udo of the contzines

o the Mother of the Gods. An canth goddess,




FLATE <&

AZTEC ART

el heod, neatly four feet

yoleauhgui, sster of the War

_She i shawy dead. Simple handling

of details enh + this monumentsl con-

exprion, Boy This Corn Goddes i

envisaged as a young gl Her woft Indian

bearrty i brought out with the same suee

simplicity which  characterzes  the
warrices an Plates 40 and 40.




FLATH £7

ALTEC
RELIGICMN

Tor: Left: Tesatlipocs, Smoking Mirror, from fresce ar Thaatha., Righe: Gold
omament representing the verteal universe; at top gods play ball, symbolizing the
sky anid cthe movement of the planets, pexe the sun disg, then a flint knife, pepresenting
the moon, and finally the esrth momter. Bortom: The Codex Forautine plin of
Tenocheitha (of. Plate 37). 5. The shrnsy of Huitzilopocktll and Thiloc. b, Pricse,
. Priesty’ quuarers. d. Teaiple platform. o, Eagle Wartions' quarten. £ Hallcoun
g Skoll rack, b Temple af Kipe. | Sacrificial stone. ke O wmple of Fubtrile-
pocheli | Five Lizard {dare) and Macuilxochit], God of Flowers. m, Five House
{date} and same’god n Dancieg plicer g lmage of Xipe. p. Doon into sacred
enclosure,



FLATE 18
AZTEC RELIGION

Tow: Alar s Teotthuscan with symboly ol
sgticuliursl worship, Note glyph at top
centre, MippLs: Vionus Codex, seene partdy
ceremoiial gl partly hisorical. Gods,
dares, temples, chicfs, and fire makmg are
chavern, Borrom: Cedex Flomentino, ~|-r.:u|
ceremony invalving gods’ descent to carth,
with Brdmen, wake dapeers, 'r.1.:.'|u-!'l.\'h.1lli{
pricits dreteed 33 the chief gody of the
panthean,



FLATE 59
AZTEC RELIGION

Tor: Page Ffromi Tonalmar] of Codes
Borbonicus, The poddes |I!:.'.l;‘u|~l‘.|.'.. pre=
bding over the Afcenth weck, Ooe
House, ls shiown i the large division. The
breken free dgpifics - Tamoanclan, 3
legendary’ homeland] the Jease below,
with & man on top amd the night sign In
the dior and the spider sbove, signifies the
realm of darkness. The other symbaols are
offerings. The recrangular divisions refer
to the days and their gods. A MNight God
o drywn Lis the meiddle of each day sguare
The * squares. above the bowom  row
sl to the right of the vertical row reveal
thie gods of the Day Hoursand theer birds
bBegtnning at the left with Mithtecuhll
Minore: Thloc, God of Ban, Bogrom;
Quetraleant], Godd wf Lesrming, in jise
of Bhecarl, God of Wind,




FLATH HO

AZTEC
RELIGION

Tor- A monfical kotfe with 3 mesaie handle sepresenting an Eagle Kright, inthe
Biritich Museum. Mmnie: Lejfts A War caprive on 3 sacrificial sone defends il
against warriors Righe Saorifice to the Sun. Borrom: Prion and laymes sacrifice
pwo yictims in hopoir of the War God. Those pictures show the technique of naing
3 stone knife w make 3o moston deep enough to reach the heart and tear ot out.



FLATE &1

AZTEC RITUAL

Tor: Left: Dressing a priest in the cosume of Xipe, the Flayed God, who wears a
hunian skin. Right: Dressng 3 vietim and equipping him with the proper head-<dres,
shicld and magical mirror to play the part of Tezoadipoca., Borros: Lefis Sacrifice
of the victim after 3 year. Mote the Hutes discarded by him 2a he swcended the sair.
Borros: Ceremomial cmnibalisnr, The Codex Florentino areist had obviowly never
taken part in soch & feasz, firly coman before the Congques. Mibii: Musicizss

with rattle and ikin-covered drum, fnichuerl.
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PLATE 62
AZTEC RECORDS
Tur: Lift: Conguests of Montezuma
1}; s plate 63 {Tellemiano-Remensn L
Right! The Migration of the Axtec
tobes, They Jeave an bsland by beat,
teach  Huitrilopochell's  cave, and
divide inpo mgrant groups Mmnie:
Lett: Tribuee Riall (Codex Mendoza).
Fight Monthly cerpmony (Codex
Borbonicm), Borrom: Meeting of
Montezuma, Coreds and  Marina

[Licngn de Thaxcala).
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FLATE 63
AZTEC WRITING

A page from the Codex Telleriano-Femensis deseribes the Es{:n-.lq.f From §424-30.
The cartouches give the year names, indicating the succession of the four days with
the thirteen mumbers The sequence may be resdily followed; Ten Knife, Eleven
House, Twelve Rabbir, Thimeen Reed, Coe Knife, Two Howse, ete. The death of
Chimalpopoca (Rmoking Shield) is reconled for the yesr Twelve Rabbit (1420, a0
1§ the accession of Irecoat] (Snake of Koives). Each ruler s designated by his hiero-
glu}-!:. The defeat of Maxtla (Breech Clout] is l]n.'F'J'-..'n'J, 21 well a3 am eclipie of the
sun shown by the dise obscured by a stone, The figures and desenpuons were inserted
afier the Canguest by pao pricsts (6o judge from the handwriting], who made we of
native informants. (Compare Plate 63, top Ieff)



FLATE 64

AZTEC WRITING

A page from the Tribute Roll of Mortesnma (afier Spinden, 1928). The mibutary
towni arc in the colamns at botrom and nght. The goods comprised: () two string
of jade beads; (4] 30 pourd dishes of gold dust; (¢} 2 royal head-dien; () Soo bunches
of feathers: () 40 baey of cochineal dye; (f~¢) 2 wamon' costumes; () 402 cotton
blanikers of this pateesn; (i) goo blankess; (f} 304 blankess; (k) 400 blankets; ([} 400
blanken. Motz the nss of fingers for units, fags for twentics, and tree-like signa for
for hundreds. The sign for eighe thouwand may be foumd on Plate &3 (middle l2fr) m
tho top left-hand comer, designating the number of containers of honey.



Religion 277
growth takes place in the carth and the dead are received there.
The sun on rising scems to be bom in the cards and at its setang.
to be hidden by it, thus passing apparently to the world of the
dead. The gods and goddessesassociated with the earth had sig-
nificance for the solar cults as-well as for growth and fertlicy.

Tlaleecuhth, ‘Lord ot the Barth’, was depicted as 3 male
monster of horrifying aspect; parmaking of the auribuces of a
toad and an alligator. His open mouth: could consume cven
the sin, since the sctting sun passed into the eartly, according
to Artec astronoinical ideas, The goddesses, however, scemto
have been worshipped more extensively, and the clay images
made in their hotour alio contnued in unbroken line the ra-
didon of the Middle Cultize figurines. Coatlicue (Out Lady
of the Serpent Skirt) was the mother of the golds in their stellar
aspect but also was honoured as the mother of Huitzilopochdi,
The messure of ber importance may be gauged by the grest
statuc of her in Mexico which is a masterpicce of sacerdotal are
and undoubredly had 3 remple o iself. Coatlicue was alio re=
presented as 2 mother carrying a child in her arms: In this goise
bier function as 3 mother goddess brought her image into-al-
most every home in the valley, Tonantzin (Qur Mother),
which may have been an aspect of this same goddess or of
Cihyacoatl (Snake Woman), had a remple at Tepeyac, now
thie site of the shrine to the Viegin of Guadalupe, 20d her cult
was teansferred to the Virgin by the cady missionaries, an act
exemplifying their intelligent procedure i evangelining the
Axtecs, A goddess, Tlazolteot] (Eater of Filth), was extensivaly

worshipped and was abo synonymously known as the *Mother-
of the Gods'. Primarily-an wdt-gnddm, she, alone of the

goddesses, had 2 moral significance, since in eating refise she
consumed the sins of munkind, leaving them pure. A niee of
confession: developed in her cole. (See 'Ehtr_t £4-5.)

Standing out from the numerous divinities associated with

death were Mictlantecuhdli and Mictlancihoat] * (Our Lord

1. Mesk-dasseewatl,
i

(Y



178 Aztres of Mexico

and Lady of the Region of Death). They wore masks mads
from human skulls, and their ormnaments were either himan
boues or representations of them. They presided over the nor-
diern regions and also ruled the hiells below the earth, Theirs
was 116 punitive fimction, for all who died, save in war or
sacrifice, chillibirth or drowning, passed upon death to their
domain. (See Plite 3, top left.)

This incomplete deseription of the gods and goddesses who
thronged the Aztec pantheon gives an idea of their variety of
purpose and chatacier, outlined more fully in ‘Fable X: Foran
mdividual to try to do lionour to 50 many geds could resulein
an frsupportable situztion. Yet even the modern Navajos pass
a third of their time in ceremomial activity, and they do oot
have half the economic wealth of the Aztec peoples. While the
ancient Mexicans extended their ceremenialism o greater
lengths than do the most ritvalized Chiristian sects, yet the re-
lationship between the Aztecs and their gods and the Christiany
aiigl their saints is not so very dissimilar, different 25 are the
ultinuate concepts of the two religions.

The priests gave guidince and prescribed the ceremonies,
and the worshippers gave lieed to those espedial divinitics up-
on whose patronage their life directly depended, much as a de-
vout Catholic selecs cerrain saines for veneration abave the
lise of those whose dayy are recorded on the calendar: In the
samec way the Asrec tribal god has his comnterpart m the pat-
ron sunt of country, town or craft. The Aztee, however,
thought of his gods as having strong material powers, but their
sparitual aspece counted lictle with him.

The ritual of Azrec religion was as complex a3 the theology.
The organization of the pricsthood followed the pyramided
strocqure of the socisl arder, but the ceremanies were worked
out in accordance with the situlistic requirements of the calen-
dar and the sexsons. In the following chapter we shall describe
the priesthood, the ceremonies and also the Aztec methods of
counting, recording and using ume.



TAHBLE X

PRINCIPAL MEMBERS OF THE AZTEC

PANTHEON, THEIR CHARACTER

AND SPHERES OF WORSHIP

Ganat Gos

H inebird Wirrd, War and
S o, it et of e
T Simoking Mirror, chief god of

Quezalcon), Feathered Slgpmr. God ofLeaming
= i
st of Pristhood, chisf god of Cholulx, fre-
guently shown os Ehecat], the Wind God
Cararrvg Depmes
Thoque Nabmaque, Lord of the Close Widindty,
erzative spirit, theological abiscion
OI:.TE:I:E Lord of Drunliry, ke Tonsoecihsfi
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CHAPTER X1
RITUAL

Iy whicer wre Sumimarized the Nature of the Religions Orpanization, the
Feasts; and the Relationship beween Ritual, Calendar and Writisgp

RELtcion was a general group activity necessary for the
socal and economic safe-keeping of the tribe, and the priest-
hood was a highly important force in the dicection of the com=
munal [ife. In the early simple societies dhere were two execu-
tive chiefs, one for war and one for religious affairs. We do
tiot know whether the priesthood comprised laymen who per-
formed the ritual aets of speaific ceremonies, or whether it was
an established group whose whole life was devoted to religious
ends. It is probahle that selected individuals origmually carned
out the religions duties of the tribe in addifion to their civil
obligatiams, but 3¢ Astec culture became more elaborate, the
complexity of their functions moulded them into 2 body of
permanent officials (1)

In Tenochtitlm the Chicf of Men and the Snake Woman
had double duties in revpect of civil and religious affairs, che
former acuvely leading the services and the later supervising
l.h: temples. the form of the rires and dhe intemnal affairs of the
: Two high priests directed cult activities in honous
of the War God, Hmmlupdchdl. and the Rain God, Tlalve,
the chicf divinines worshipped in this cty. They were clled
Quetzalcoatl-Totee-tlamacazqui ¥ and  Quetzalcoatl-Tlishootla—
mtrazgui. The name Quezealcoat] was given them pechaps &5
an honarthc atle i memory of the God of Civilization and
Leaminig, who was the archetype of the priestly ideal. The
second names refer to the gods of the respective cults, and the
third word means pricst. Rankmg below these two officials
was a third, Mexicml=Teohuatzin, who, like a vicr-general, su-

1. Kavt=zal-co-atl-To'<tec-tla-mah-caz’-kee.
iz



Ritual 153
pervised peneral religions business in the city-state and cop-
quered towns. Two asistanis looked after the nstruction in
the schools for citizen-warriors and for priests, and other offic
ials supervised the pulque ceremonics (2).

Next in rank were the priess who were m charge of the
worship, temple and ritual of each speaific god or goddess and
whao, n the ceremonies; assumed the dress of the dramity, im-
personating him on earth: They, mn wrm, had 3 host of assis-
tants who were supplemented by aspirants to the priesthood,
the bottom of the hierarchical scale. There scem o have been
priestesses as well, and schools for their mstrocton were estab-
lished in connection with cerain templee As might be ex-
pected is an accompaniment of a highly ritualized religion far
above the comprehension of the masses, there was an active
practice of mame carried on by male and female watch doctors
Undoubredly many of these unsancrioned rites were rooted mn
the more prmitive stages of the Aztec development; and
modemn ames, although the formal Aztec religion has been sl-
most completely eradicated, the indigenous population con-
unues many of the old magico-medical practices.

The pricses, bowever, directed the intellectual life of the
tribe. They elaborated cule ritual, and so instilled the eealiztion
of the power and proximity of the gods into the minds of the
peaple that even their ars were dedicated chicfly to religinn
expression, The complicated astronomic and mathematical
compitations that kept the solarand religious calendarsin fas-
mony with the passage of the seasons were also the provinee of
the pricsthood. The pricsts arrayed the dancers, who, depicting
- mythological events, performed a type of mass drama. Aztec
life under hierarchical direction became a pattern of chythmic
ritual, and this continued ceremony served the more firmly to
establish the priests as interpreters of the divine order. One fas
the impression that the priests never ovently showed their tem-
poral power. Situated ¢ they were, with the instrumennss for
interpreting the divine will in their own hanids, they had 1o
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follow the exactions of rirual far more exigently than did the

fasses. Were one 1o choose a single word to describe Aziec

government, it would betheocracy. The gods ruled; the priests
ed and interposed, and the people obeyed, not the

pricsts, but the thythm of action whereby the gods lived. (See

Phate 58, bottom.)

At the core of the religion stood thé ezlendar, which wasar-
ranged ‘i two divisions: a rinaliste soccession of days, the
ronalpohualli (Tables XI-XVI, pp. 184, 185, 1889, 190), and
asolar calendar (Table XVII, pp: 192—3), divided into eighteeh
pwenty-day months and a five-day unlicky period, in which
the months’ names related to crops and mdicated theagnicultural
origin of this time count. A combination of the rwo systems
permuted the numbering of years, which were counted noton
an infinite scale, as with us, but in terms of a fifty-two-year
cycle (3).

The tbnilpoluialll, sometimes ecroncously refeered o as romal-
amat], after the book in which it was recorded, was 2 acoed al-
manac. It covered a period of 260 days, the significance of
which may have been niagical or possibly of an asronomical
origan, a¢ yet unexplained. It was composed of the twenty day
pames of the Aztec month, combined with the numbers one to
thirreen (Table X1, p. 184). Whenever the sequence of numbers
.ended, the series was repeated, and the same arrangement
true for the list of days. Thus the fourteenth day of the rwenty
mi the [ist ceceived the number one, and so on up to seven for
the twentieth day. Then when the series of day names recom-
menced the first name was numbered cight! By ths means-
within the 260-day period every day was distinguished by the
cambination of one of twenty names with one of thirteen no-
marals, At the clise of cach period another begau immediately,
as is shown i Table X1

This sacred period was further divided into twenty weeks of
thirteen days each (Table XII, p. £85). Every week began with
the mimber one and the day name which came up according to
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the rotation of the sequence. Thus within the tanalpolalli per-
iod no day in one week could be confused with that ofanother,
since the name and assoctated number precluded repetition (4):

A god or goddess presided over cach of the list of twenty days
(Table XU, p. 188) and over each of the twenty “weeks’

55 £ B 95
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(Table XIV, pp. 188—0). The gods af the weeks ollowed the
sameorderastheday gods, with thisexception, thatthe god ol the
elaventh day was dropped friom the list, moving the remainder
it arder np one place each. The resultant vacancy in the twen-
rieth week was filled by two divinities who exercised joint con-
trol, Sometimes there was a further refinement whereby the
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niine gocs and goddesses succeeded each other in goveming the
nights of the fonalpolnalli, or scred period (Table XVI),
Finally thirteen of these gods nfluenced the thirteen stations of
the Aztee day (Table XV, p. 189), and nine held sway over the
bight hours (Table XV1). The names and characters of these
divinities are sez forth in the accompanying rables.

The array of gods had 1o be placated and honoured at the
appropriate ame by the priesthood; but the individual, before
embarking an an undertaking, could find out the proper di-
vmnity to appease on the date of that underuking. It is impro-

TABLE XVi

GODPS OF THE NIGHT HOURS AND THEIR
ATTRIBUTES N DIVINATION

INighe Crodr Slpnificande
. Minhteeulll Fire God Good
2, Teaili God of Clidian Faife Pad
3 Pileanteubuii Lord of Peiiacer, Siin God Goed
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e e &
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bable that the ordinary cotmmunicant daily honoured cach god

any more than a Catholic layman prays daily to each saint in

the calendar. He did reverence in term of his own spiritual and.
actusl necessicy.

A number of the sonalemat! have survived. These reference.
books for priestly guidance sre made of paper beaten from the
bark of the amate or wild-fig tree, although some post-Con-
quest copics were composed of Euro er. An anqient
book catsisted of a long paper strip mﬁg preparesd aud
coated o take paint and subsequently folded screen-wise to
permit easy handling. Occasionally only one, but usually dhie
wo were devoted to each week. A large colovred
deawing depicted the divinity controlling the week, and orher
figures represented subsidiary pods and objects connected with
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their worship, such as thomy, incense-burncrs, altars, and the
like. The rest of the space was ruled off into squares, in which
were painted the requisite thirteen day names and numbers,
the gods and goddeses ussodated with each and occasionally
their nafinals, the bird or animal forms which the divimnes
could assume. ﬂl:n_?i-:uu:.ly ultli‘j‘ the initiate could make use of
this information, which existed in the form of pictures without
an explanatory text. However, it i the great good fortune of
Mexicatiists that some of the frars after the Conguest anno-
tated a fow of these manuscripts according to the explanavons
of Indiwn miormants (5). (See Plate 50, top.)

The great Aztec ceremonics, however, took place inaccord-
ance with the solar year, compased of eighteen manths of
twenty days and s five-day period which was considered un-
lucky (Table XVIL, pp. 192—-3). The months had nameshaving
to do with farming, and the days of the month were distin-
guished by numbess, in addition to their tonalpohualli name
and number described above. Years were identificd n terms
of the two methods, since they were named for the ropalpe-
hinalli day on which the year began (6).

Only four of the twenty day names could begmn the year, as
2 simple mathematical calculation will prove. Three hundred
and sixty-five (the number of days in 2 year) divided by twen-
ty (the total of the day names) leaves a remainder of five, Thus,
of the rwenty day names, only four can begin the year. House,
Rabhit, Reed and Flint Knife must always recur as New Year's
Dhay, since they are the third, cighth, thirteenth and eighteenth
days i the list, thus being separated from each other by five
numbers. In thar duireen, the quantity of numbers available
divides mro 365 with 2 remainder of one, the nomber of the
day incressed by one each new year. Thus the years were
numetically distinguishable —x Rabbit, 2 Reed, 3 House, ¢
Hint Knife, § Ruabbit, and so on, until the thirteen numbers
and four day names began to repeit themselves, which occur—
red after fifty-two (13 4) years, Thisis the mathemarical reas—
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o4 : Azsees of Mexice
on fior the Arrec cycle or major time unit, and in the Valley of
Mexico they did not po further and distinguish between cycles
except mdirectly, In comsequence there is the same sore of
confusion in referring to cvents as would resitlt were we to de-
signiite years within the century withoot distinguishing the
number of centuries before or afier Christ. Thus the discovery
of America would be reearded 39 02 and the Declaration of
Independence as 76, and only & detailed knowledpe of history
would enable us 1o fix the events in their proper relationship 1o
the fiftcenth and eighteenth cemurics, (See Plates 62, top lefe;
£3.)

The lag berween the calendric and the solar year, for which
we compensste by adding 3 day every four years as the ewenty-

piinith of February, was dificult 1o adjust by Astec standards,

since 1o much of the time count hinged on e orderly nsathe-
matical of days, Some autharities believe that the
Artecs let the calendar drop behind, others that compensation
was made during the unlucky period of five days. A third sug-
gesmon micrprens the celcbration of 3 feaast held overy ecight
yrans a3 3 sign that 3 dateless day was muroduced, unrecognized,
it the tonslpolwalli of the year, but honouored with special rites
{2); (Scc Plate 58, I:amumL

However the mateer of the lesp year was seitled, che close of

‘eme cycle and the beginning of a new one was celebrated with

greas pomp year Two Reed, chosen as the firse day of each
cycle for some ritpalistic reason. In the Mixceca-Pucbls arca

the sonalomails show evidence that the pricss observed the

.

Venus and ook note of a3 Venus Year of 8¢ days. At
the end of two cydes (104 yeary) there was 2 remendous cere
miony of greae rirnalistic significance. for at the same time a¢
the begintung of Venus couny, 3 solar coune, a fifty-two-vear
evcle, und a tomalpohualli all comcided. Thar four mysticul

 affecumyg such divene aspects of the universe and the

: :hﬂdw:'ltﬂl-m:in could ezt must have ueed
ﬁﬁmm and occavioned the urmost rqil:lr:;g nﬁ
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people for whom pattern and form had such greae significance
(#).

Although the Valleyof Mexico Astecs did not wse the Verns
count, they celcbrated the cyclical chunge with the utmost
ecremony, They thovght of the chunge from ane eycle to an-
other as the death of one life and the begirming of a new one.
The realizadion that nature could withhold the continuance of
their existence endowed the ritual with profound solenmmicy.
The New Fire Ceremony was symbolized by the extincion of
the ald altsr fire, which had bumed perperually for ifry-ewo
years, and the kindling of 3 fresh one in token of the new grane
af life (0). (See Plate 29, top 10w. )

Puring the five useless days (nemasstemi) of the final year the
people let their fires go out and destroyed their howschold for-
niture. Fasting and lammntation were the order of the day while
the populace awaited citastrophe. Pregnant women wete shut
up m grananies, lest they be changed mto wild ammaaly, and
childeen were marched up and down and kept awake, for fear
that slecp on that faral evening would result in their wuming
mto rats. _

At sunset the priests, 1 solemn panoply, reprosentatives of
the whole array of the Arvec pantheon, ascended the Hill of the
Star, anciently known as Huixachtecatl. This extince volcanic
crater tiscs abruptly from the Valley floor, and & visible from
almust every quartee of the Valley of Mexico. From the
on its sunmit the prissts anxiously scanned the heavens as the
tiight wore on, awainng the hour when o certain star of ttan,
A or the Pleisdes, reached the centre of the besvens
and gave the sign that their world would continue.

At the very moment when these stary passed the meridian
the priests scized 2 wooden fire-drill and kaulled a new fire in
ﬂmnpmhmnf:ﬂ?mfmh!yﬂlh&tlhc The

: = pricsn, chiels and commonees — to a great
tien Rmmm lit torchesfrom the new fire andro-kindled
the sltars in the temples of every town and hamlet, whence the
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people bore the Bames to their hearths, Like fire-flics, the dare-
ing torch-hearers sped through the nighr, bringing the promne
013'.1 new life to every man, woman and cluld. With the dawn,
more than ever gracious in its fulfitment of a nation’s paery,
the populace raflicd, renovating their temples, refurbishing
thedr houses and making new utenstls for temple and howse-
hold e, Thete was feasting on spedal food, amd sacnfice, botl
by personal blood-lerting and the immolation of captives, be-
takened the measure of popular gratitude.

Another striking ceremaony fell on the day Four Earthquabie
(at Motion), the sign of the present age, and symbolized the
passage of the sun thirough the heavens. Ac dawn a captive
dressed #¢ the Sun God, Tonatinh, ascended the platform
where the Calendar Stone was set. Four priests spread-cagled
the victim, and 2 fifth opened his breast to tear out the heartas
an offering to the god. The populace then feasted putil noon,
pashing their eirs and parts of their bodies with blades of ob-
sidian In the afternoon the Eagle and Tiger Kuighes, vorrirs
of the slar cult, took part in 2 dince dramatizing the sacred
war wherein the sun was-dlain, v be reboem the following day,
The dance culminated in a ghdiatorial scrifice. Selected Bagle
and Tizer Knights, armed with real weapans, slew s aptive
wartior, chosen for his miligry distinetion, who was tethered.
to & circular stone representing the som's dise and who defrnded
himmself with dwmmy weapons only (10}, (See Platc 6o, top,
middle left, right.)

A eurians type of saerifice wok place in connection with
the worslup of the god Xipe, and may be the origm of the.
arroer acrifice which is performed in honour of the moming
star by the Pawniee of our Western pluins. In the Mexican rite
the vicrim was Iashied to 2 seaffild, und priests, using bows or.
atl=atly, thoe him vo death (11).

The Astecs performed 3 hideows cerembny in hanour of the
Fite God, Huehuewotl, Prisaners of war and their capross took
partina dance i honour of the god, and the next day the cap-
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tives ascended to the top of a platform, where 2 pawder, pawuf-
Ii (Indian hemp), was cast in their faces to-anacsthetize them
against their ghastly fate. After preparing a grear fire, each
pricst seized a captive and, binding him hand and foor, lifted
him on to his hack, A macabre dance took place around the
burning coals, and one by one they dumped their burdens into
the Aames. Before death could intervene to.put an end to their
suffering the pricsts fished out the captives with large hooks and
wienched the hears from thicir blistered bodies (12).

Ity contrast to the callous brutality of the fire sscnfice, the
ceremony in honour of the god Tezcatlipoca was suikingly
dramatic, tinged with the pathos with which we view the k-
ing of a life. The handsomest and bravest prisoner of war was
selected a year before his execution. Prests wught him the
munners of a ruler, and as he walked about, playing divine
melodies upoarhis flute, he received the homage due to Tezcatli-
poca hinsell A month befors the day of sacrifice four lovely
gitls, dressed as goddesses, became his companions and astended
to his every want. On the day of his death he wok leave of his
weeping consorts to'lead a procession i his honoar, marked
by jubilation and feasting. Then he bade facewell to the glitter—
ing cortege and left for a small temple, accompanied by the
cight pricsts who had attended him throughout the year. The
priests preceded liinr up-the steps of the temple, and he fol-
lowed, breaking at each step a flute which he had playediin the

. Jiappy hours of his incamation. At the top of the platform the
pricus tumed him over the sacrificial block and wrenched oot
hig hesrt. In deference to his former godhiood, his body was.
carried, not ignominiously fung, down the steps, bur his lisad
joined the other skulls spitted on the rack beside the temple
(13). (See Plate 61, borwom kft.) |

Every one of the great monthly sacrifices had 2 dramatic sig-
nificance, and a list of the principal feants, the gods they hon-
oured and the month of their occarrence is set forth on Table
XVII (pp. roz-3}. Several authors have availed themselves of
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Friar Sahagun’s matchles descriptions to set forth the elaborate
rituals which we have lightly sampled here. The elements of
time, training and elaborate preparation of costume, it can be
readily seen, must have absorbed 2 large part of the resources
of the tribe. The tentacles of nitval extended thronghout the
tribal activitics, so that even games and sponts were transtormed
mto acts of religions meaning, slthough the participants-un-
doobtedly dedved = grear deal of fim from their performance.

The ball game, dacheli, was such a game, played in a court
shuped like the capital letter 7. Walls extended on cither side of
the stem of the [, and in the middle of each 2 stane oy wooden
" ring was set vertieally, in contrast to the horizontal position of
a batke-ball hoop. The players tried to pass through this ring
a hard rubber ball, which they could srike only with their
elbovws, hips or legs, There must have been some other methad
of scoring than by goals alone, since these, very naturally, were
of rire occutrence — so moch w that, in the event of one.
players and backers had the right to match the wearing ap-
parel of their adversaries. The game was played far and wide,
courts having been found from the Republic of Honduras to
south-castern Arizona. It has a special interest fir us in thar thie
first description of rubber, so important in our modern seono-
my, was when Oviedo, in the sixteenth century; wrote of the
game and the ball used by its players (1.4). (See Plate $7, bot=
tom; Fig. 3.)

There were also games of chance which were played with=
& semi-acred significance, One such game, parolli, utilized &
board shaped like a cros; with spaces raled in the arms, noe
unlike a version of the old-fashjoned parchesi of our childhood.
Macailzochitl, Five Flower, the god of all games, was some-
times portrayed in connection with plavers of parolli {13).

Another important entertaimment involved the erection of
a high pole ar the top of which 2 movable platform was sock-
eted. Men dressed a5 godi or the birds into which the gods
mransformed themselves, and, Esteied by ropes wound around
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the platform, leaped off nto space. As they did so, the ropes,
unwinding, rotated the platformand gavethe effect of Hislit wo
the circling performers, Each wurn broughe the birdmen nearer
to the ground, and they were wont 1o alter their centre of bal-
ance and adjust their wings, producing the effect of the rise and
fall of soaring birds. This modest spplication of the principle
of gliding must have created a spectacle of coloir and beauty.
The ceremony is sull performed in parss of Mexico, and the
Volador, ar flying place, of Tenochtitlin was; until very re—
cently, the site of the *Thieves" Market” in: Mexico Ciry (16).

The application of human sacrifice to the mose simple cere-
manial act of thanksgiving offers a prisly contrast to the spirit
1 which these ritnals were carried our. Howevet, social and
religious behaviour are caleulated to preserve human existence
and enswre man’s well-being regardless of how warped the
method may become. It follows that the idea of sacrificing pre-
cious possessians to attain such ends would lesd o the offering
of the mest preciows gift of all, human life, since that s whas
san - most ardently soives to keep inmct. Thos instances of
human sacrifices keep croppmg wp m the world's religions.
systems, and we preserve in our awn culture the concept of
martyrdom, achicved by voluntary or involuntarymeans, asan
act of virtue. The very baautifl example of the Srviour trani-
TALLES to ﬂrhlghutspmtuul phm:hﬂ:draufnmhmfnr the
good of humanicy.

The Aztecs did not reach this spiritual level, but the sym-
bolism of their serifice has, none the less, its own batbaric
beanty. They reasoned that for man to survive, the wha
permit his existence must also live and wax strong. These gods,
however, received their bést nutriment from: the most pred-
ous of offerings, the hearts of men, Thus avicious circle became
esuablished which led to sacrifice on an increasing scale. The
‘gods munifested their favour and their strength to the Aztecs
by letting them prosper, but the Aztecs, on ther part, had'ro-
sicrifice hearts to'the gods to maintain their good will. A good
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of the tribal prosperity emanated from military success,
E:ﬂth.u the mont mpmmﬁﬁm weee the beares of adver-
sarics, which were the hardest to aequire, since prisoners eould
not be taken without military victory. A martial success, on
the other hand, could be achieved only through the exercise of
divine favour, Thus sacrifice led w war, and war back to sacri-
fice, in an tmending series of expanding cycles. The effect thae
this practice had on foreign affiin we shall describe m the nexs
chapter. (See Plate 60, muddle lcft, bottom.) .
War caprives were the most esteemed offering, and the
braver and higher in rank; the more valusble they were. Slaves:
were killed for minor coremonies, and tn rare istances women
and chifldren were alain in fertility rites to ensure growth in
planes by the powers of sympathetic magic. Ceremonial canoi-
Balisty was sometimes practised, in the belief that the cater could
alisoch the virtues of the eaten, bt this rite czntot be con-
sidered a vice The letting of one's ovm blood was another way
to etsure divine fivour, and people did horrible selfpenanees,
such s onudlating therselves with knives or drowing through
their tangues a string on which were threaded magucy spines..
The higher the socisl position of the individusl and the more
he consequently knew of nrualistic observance, the more ar-
doously he performed the fasts, penances and tortures imposed
by the religion. The priests, therefore, were strongly coguizant.
of their social responsibility, and by the rgour of their own
lives serove to ensure the well-heing of the tribe (r7). (See
Plate 61, bottom right.)

The picturé-writings of the Aztecs take human sacrifice and
penince a3 3 matter of course, but seldom indicate the quansiey
of victims. Indeed, only ane such munuscript records the
monthly ceremonies, imd a post-Conquest copy of another re-
weals a sacrifice of 20,000 people at the dedicadion of the en-
farged great temple of Mexico (17). The Spanish accounts and
those of the educated Indians agree, but whether Christian picty
induced exaggeradon, and how much, it is difficult to ascertain
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at this time and age. The Conquistador who comnted thous-
ands of skulls on the skull mck in Tenochtitlan apparently con-
firmis these other statements, wiuch the great humanizoun
and Indian lover, Las Casas, discounted in his special pleading
for decent meatment of the indigenous population of New
Spain (18).

The pricsthood, beside parforming these bloodeurdling acts,
had other more padific duries; they also mstructed youth in
the mysteries of writing and keeping rocords. Aztec writing
was pictographic, and was arriving st the stage of syllabsc pho-
netics, which is an important part of the hicroglyphic writing
of Egypt. There was nio alphabet, but a picture of an animal or
thing could be combined with the picture of another animal
or thing to give a third meaning in torms of its sound value,
much like our method of rebus writing. We could wrire: '1
can be hospitsble”, in terms of the sounds given to pictures of
an eye, a tin can, 3 bee, 2 horse, ahole in the ground and & tble.
The Aztecs wrote the name of their capital by drawing stone
reshs Froms which sprouted a nopal cactes, noculi, or the town
Pantepes, by drawing 2 flag, panell, on a convensionalized hill,
repec, Colour, position, puns and abbreviations all contributed
to recording sounds by this means. Conventiomalized signs,
like foatprints to show ravel or movement, a shield and clob
for war, a bundled corpse for death, gave simple connota-
tiom of action (19). (See Fg. 2.)

Aztee writing offered no way of muking general statements
or expressing abstract ideas. Yet the full aceounts of historical
events, set down afier the C in Spanish or Nahuatl, in-
dicate that oral traditions, posibly leamed v a chant or waga,
supplemented these ideographic recorde.

Theit numerical system was vigesimal. The Aztess counted
by swentics where we count by tens. They indicated quantitics
up to ewenty by the requisite numbez of dots, slthough in the
Mixteca chis method was abridged by using bars 1o represear
groups of five. The Artecs wsed a flag to indicate twenty, re-



202 Aztecs of Mexico

peating it for quantitics up to 400, whils a sign like a fir tree,
meaning numerous as hairs, signified 400 (20 %20}, The next
unit, 8000 (20 %20 3 20), was indicated by a bag, referring to
the almost innumerable contents of 4 sack of acao beans. (See

Fig. 2. Azvec Momases axp Mernoms or Evaszaron.

4) one, & dot or finger. (B) twanty, s Sag: (€] yool 2 ngn denoting b
i{.}tm;hﬁm ten mushs of prechous sose, | tweuty b of
il o § 100 bagiof coma (] 400 bales of cotvom uz}am'
of honey of tunz, 1) 8oao lezf-bumdis of copal gum, (k) wiericy 1=l
b each dontsimsp 1600 ground mso nibe (/) gz cotton blink=ts of this
wype

A post-Conquest manuseripe shows deviess that nuy not
have been of native origin but Burepaan adaprations of the
Autec system. For example, fractions are shown by blacking in

segments of a quarter, a half or three quarters of a disc. Sim-
larly fives and multiples of five are mdicated by colouring the
requisite spaces in the Hag of the sign for twenty, and hundreds
by showing the proportionate lines in the four-hundred
symbol (20).
Aztec histories consisted of annals of ancient times, contem-
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POrary events, year counts, accounts compiled yearly, specific
records for each year, books of each day and day-by-day coune
or diaries (21), Some of the ancient and contemporary histories
have been published, but none of the shorter records have
reachied print, even if they survive in some library. These his
tories followed two main styles, One, exemplified in the Mapa
Tlotzin and Codex Xolod, sets forth events, the people or
tribes involved and the places, each dexignated by its hiero-
alyph. Year names were appended to give the dates. These
Texcocan records are highly complicated o follows, but for=
smately some have glossanies appended after the Conguest
(22). (See Plate 25, vop row.)

Thie other style recorded the succession of the years, one after
the other, for the whole time covered by the history. Events,
like conquests or the death of chiefs, were appropriately drawn
near the proper year sign, and sometimes were connected by
a line. This type of history seemed confined largely to Tenoch-
vitlans. Since Tenochean history is much more accurate after
A.D. 1400 than before, one wonders whether the destrucdon
of the books, ordered by lrzcoatl, did not really pave the way
for a new style of writing (23) (See Plates 62, top; 63.)

In addition o the histories and the sacred almanacs, tribal
records were kepr. These are most vseful to the modem ste-
dene, for the names of the towns are inscribed in one column,
while the rest of the page records the amount of gold, oma-
ments or cloth that 'was paid in 25 tribute. Since the geogra-
phical location of most of these towns is known, the cliicf pro-
ducts of each ares can be determined. Other secords showed
lines of descent, lands oecupied and other data essential to
family economics (24). (See Plates 62, botzom right; 64.)

Foromately, after the Conguest the Spaniards unlized the
mative methods of writing as well as their own in civil -
cords. such o3 x rolls, lawsuits, and the like, so that the In-
dians could understand the Spanish legal code and present dicis
complaints (25). Friar Nicolas Tester cven made an ateemps to
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-hift the picture-writing over to syllabic writng — the effeet
ofthe Lord's Prayer in Antec glyphs s startling (26). This was
too cumbersome a plan, and was soon sbandoned for the re-
cording of Nahuat words in Roman charaétess. However, it
is due o this usige of Aztec pictographs that so much survives
_of the records, many of which, with their gral sccompaniment,
were copied into Roman chasacters botl in Spanish and Na-
hustl. From these we derive such knowledge 25 we have of
Asztee history and costoms. (See Plate 44.)

* The deawback of picture writing is 36 rigidity and suscless
ness for the expression of abstrace ideas. The cyelical count
created grear-confusion as 1o the particular cyele in which un
event tock place. Exuct and carcful deawing was essential for
the glyphs, and o slurred line might result in a wotally different
reading. However, the worst frature of Aztec history s its
provincialism, for the scribes saw things enly in terns of the
bribe; and ook so heed of intemal events in other conmumii-
ties. The picture-writings show how communal interests ex-
tended vertically, as it were, from the tribe to the pantheon.
There i no teflection of 3 horizontal mtetest ourward to the
lives and ocenpations of other peoples. The ardtude of the
Aztec communities to forcign affairs menit a chapter in jtself



CHATTER XD
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND WAR

The relaticursdiips of Aztec mibes to oné meother in pecte and war, the Hatire
of the Azter domain and nctiods of militury igustzation and warfive

Tk community o ttibe was the centre of the political and
economic life of the Aztees. Existence depended on the favour
of the gods, who participated directly i the mibal fortanes,
so that the depree of elaboration of the ceremonial serucrures
was an accurate gauge of wibal prosperity. A man's pesition
in the civil life of the community had a corresponding level m
the hierarchy, suce conspicoous Fulfilment of crvil obligatons
entsiled an equal sttainment i prety and obscrvance of otuall
The basic design for living was s comimunul agriculture. The
early wibal existence sought to achieve this pattern by avoid-
ing other peoples and Bnding new land to settde. There isan
essenthi| affmity between agriculture and- political isolation,
justas commeres and munuficture require successively broader
political contaets (1),

In the early history of the Valley of Mexico there appears t
have been a serics of small isolated serloments which carried
on a vague process of exchange. The Toltec cvilization seems
to have attained uniform development over 4 widearea spread
by s population which gradually filled up mnoceupied terri~
tory, There was little to suggest war or conquest at first. Later
civil disintegeation caused the Toltee decline, and the character
of the Valley was transformed. ﬁ:lrmul}n‘inheu had tlnwlj
grown in numbess undl dense occupation of s
populuted territory pook place. Bu:m:h:{:hﬂ.h:mpmod.
men were doven from their home territades by vadows
tors, of which over-popnlation may have bezn one; vagoe m-
rest another, and set out in search of new lund. While the goal
of each group of immigrants m:}'wr.il have been to settle and,
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farm in peaceful isolation, the verv process of movernene
mimt have brought war and consequent readjosements in the
social organization,

Throughour Chichimee times, and into the Aztec period as
well, the political unit was a tribe, dwelling in s own village,
supported by its own land. Even though a tnbe might grow to
thousands of members, the village become munsformed into a
gity-state, and the communal lands cease to support the popu-
lation, no real shift i political orgamization took plice. No
leader developed the concepr of empice so successfully applied
by the Incas of Peru. The group experience of the Indians was'
to colonize new land but, with perbaps the sole exception of
Peru, never to incorporate, through conquest, weaker com-
srunities into their own mibe. However, when the ‘mibe
hecame too unwicldy to migrate en mase, an adjintment
had to be made between population and food supply. One
method was for part of the population 1o break away and
join another community wheose economic resources were
relatively unexploited: As an illustration we have the case
of the Chimalpanecs and the Culhuas, who joined the
nascent community of Texcoco, to the vast benefit of its
material and intellecenal conlwre (2). (Sec Plate 29, top row;
Fig. 1.)

The more wnal means of adjusting food supply 1w populs-
tion was the exaction of tribute from richer and weaker neigh-
bours, Quinatzin of Texcoco istituted the system first in the
northern Valley in the early fourteenth century, and it is an in-
tetesting point to speculite as to whether or nor the Chimal-
pance immigrants sugmested this as a practice found successful
in their homelmd. Quinatzin, by force of arms or by persuas-
ion, induced a number of towns to tum over to him supphies
-of various sorrs. The local chiefs recognized him as an over-
lord; but mamtined a complete political m.l:h:pmdﬂ:mc He,
1 tum, granted the vassal chiefs the full measure of his
support. Yet these vassals had no sense of loyalty, and were
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guite mu!y to revolt or transfer their allegiance to 3 stroniger
suzerain (3), (See Plate 42, wop:)

When Tezozomoc of Azcaporzaleo saw his tribe develop o
the paint where it had to expand he found the southern Valley
aver-populated, so thar he Iud to challenge the powerof Tex=
coco, His fist move was to create disaffection in the vassal
states, after which he could move against his rivals with good
hope of military success. Yet so light was Tezozomoc's tenure
of control that it was relatively casy for the conquered tribes
o combine later and wreck his domination,

Alliances like thar formed by Texcaco, Tenochritlin and
Tacuba were so very rare thar much i made of this combina-
oon a5-an example of the excellence of Azrec statecrafi. Te
would seem that the division of spoils, two parts each to the
largor states, and one part to Tlacopan, was in force anly for
that campaign. Later Texcoco and Tenochdtlan undertnok
wars for their mumal advantage, but there was constane intri-
gue in the hope that one of the two could overcome the other
and derive the full benefits of the booty raken. By the mid-fif-
teenth century both Tenochtitlan and Texcoco had grown ro
the pomt where they had to have additional supplies or cle
starve, 50, because of this common necessiry. the alliance en-
dured fairly well (4).

Despite their common background of language, thought,
religion, custom and material culture, the Artecs had no sense
of umity. Tenochtitkin and Tlalteloleo, both of which are with-
in the city limits of modern Mexico, existed side by side in
complete independence for many years; not until 1473 did the
Tenochcas make up their minds to canquer their neighboun,
Each town and hamler was sufficient unto itself] and o mem-
bert felt no larger lovalty, In modem Teotihuacan this
kclmgmﬂpcmmﬂthﬁmmhu;ufnnchﬁu. ar ward,
look upon those of the adjacent one as a congregation of the
most horrible crimmals. Not oven the Spanish sicge of Mexico
brought unity to the Aztecs, and the Texcocuns blithely
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joined the invaders ro exterminate their former ally Tenoch-
sitlan,

' Although community was poteutially hostile to commim-
ity, individuals could move freely about the countryside Trade
in simple commodities was carricd on extensively from thie
early imes of the Middle Cultures. In the Aztec period the tra-
velling merchants became a special class, and their security of
body and property, preserved at first for the advantages which
cach town could derive from their wares, was guarantcod by
thie force of Aztec arms. Pilgrims going to worship as speaal
shrine lad free and unmolested passage; and a suggestion tha
sucl journeyy were made i the distant past is given by the
Middle Culture figurines of foreign origin, One site especi-
slly, Tetelpan, produced so great a varicey of idols from sucl s
wide area that it must have been an imporiant religious centre
in Middle Culture times. However, neither trade nor religion
broke down the sense of commiumal and political independent=
m Cenemal Mexico, {Sce Plate 35; Fig. 2.)

Foreign relations centred around war, which, we have seen,
was an impottant part of Aztec economy and religion. The
same confilsion of wotives that we find in our modemn culture
affected the eeasons for military sction. We wage war for eco-
nomic, territorial and pelitcal advantages and, while con-
demning the practice in our adversaries, justify our own parti-
gipation by ying that we are fighting for freedom, to liberate
someatie, to extend civilization or to ensure péace. Soldiers ot
outr own side are brave and amin glory, preserve our social
wirtuies and serificethemselvesfar the publicwell-being, Those

- gn the other side are agpressors, agents of evil and cowandly
“knaves. The Artecs made war for defence, revenge and econe-
miic morives; which were insxtricably confused with the need
for the scrificial victins requisite for proper adorston of
their pods: Thus in warfare the great aim wai to ke captives,
But behind this religions goal lurked the loss holy urges of
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The captive himself attained social status,; since he went to
a special warrior’s heaven. A redoubeable Thxealan chief,
named Tlahuicol, was singled out for sacrifice to the sun, and
fought so successfully with his dummy weapons that he killed
some of his adversaries and wounded a number of the others.
He was pardoned and offered a chiefraincy in the Tenochean
army. Tlahuicol, however, rejected his pardon, and gladly
underwent sacrifice for the greater honour and glory in that
death. This story illustrates the attitude of the individual war-
rior, which is not unlike that of the mediaeval knight or career
soldicr in our own culture (5).

The Aztec reasons for fighting and their social and moral
sanctions for war were not so very different from our own, ex-
copt that we have many more, owing to our superior fational-
izations, The Aztec military technique, however, was defin-
itely inferior, since it was not so completely developed a social
tool as it is in our own culture. The basic organization of the
army required the participation of every able-bodied man un-
der the direction of the war chief. However, as Antec socicry
grew more intricate and greater numbers of warriors took the
field, the military structure became more rigid.

The unit of organization was an aggregation of twenty men,
several of which were combined into larger bodies of 200
490, roughly corresponding to our plutoons and companies.
Special detachments of from four to six men, who did scout-
ing and raiding, operated much as do the squads of our own
military system. The clan commander marshalled the larger
bodies, much asa colonel handles his regiment. The clan troops
were banded together in four divisions under the heads of the
four munitipal quarters, and the tribal war chicfs had the su-
preme command. In 2 very numerous army the troops from a
given quarter, or harris, were sometimes divided into brigades,
composed of the forces from two or three clans {6).

The high tribal officers, the war chicf, the chiefs of the quar-
ters and the clan chiefs commanded the larger bodies. The or-
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dinary chicfs and members of the warrior ordess, the Knighss
of the Eagle and the Tiger and of a third infrequently men-
toned order, the Arrow, sccording to their particular ahility,
took over the lesser umits, In other words, the exceutive officials
of the tribe in peace-time became its military officers in time
of war. There was no distinction mads berween the civil and
militacy offices; since the tribe operated as an entty in both
peace and war, and standing armies did not exist. (See Place
34, bottom left.)

The soldiers were the able-bodied men of the tribe, The
telpuchealli, howses of youth, through which boys passed ax the
age of fifteen for formal instruction in the duties of manhood,
taught them the usage of different weapons. Drill, in the sense
of the accurate movements of modern troops, did not exist,
but thie great monthly ceremonies called for ntilitary demon-
strations in which warriors showed their abilices and per-
tormed sham manocuvres. Each recroit followed an expesi-
enced warrior in barde, much a5 2 mediaeval squire served an
apprenticeship to 2 knight in full standing,

The chief offehsive arms were wooden clubs, edged with
sharp blades of obsidian, and the javelin, hurled by neans of
the arl-atl. Bows and arrows were wed, but the heavier javelim
were preferred for the close fighting of Aztec ywatfire. Slings
and spears wese weapons favoured by some. For defensive
armonr, shields of wickerwork covered with hide were most
commonly in use, and some were chaborately painted or cov-
ered with feathers. The Aztecs also developed a body armour
of guilted cotton, soaked in brine, which covered the whole
body like a siren suit. This was so cffective a protection
against clubs and missiles thar the Spaniards rapidly adopted
it, ‘extolling it as cooler and lighter than 'steel armour (7).
Some warrion wore wooden helmets, which were elibor-
ately carved to represent the insignia of the military orders
These had decorative rather than defensive values and added 1o
the tichness of costumes worn by the maturer warriors. A
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tribesman had the right w elaborate his dress in accordance
with his prowess, and the great chiefi wore attached to their
backs immense frames covered with feathers, Tribes, and even
clans, wore special mugnn,wthaxﬁ'lmﬂmuhi be distin-

guished from foe and chief from common warriot. The term
u.utfnrm could hardly be used, sinee the rich varicry and
mdulgence in individual fancy produced a kaleidoscopic
effect in the motley armay of bright colours and strange
forms (8).

To supply these forces was 2 very considerable task. Each
quaster of the town had s tlacechcaleo, or house of dares, an
arsenal where the milizary supplies were stored. This was sitn-
:mdnnrth:dnkfmm;;lc.thcloﬁyﬁdnnf'whinhuudcﬁa
natural strong point. At a call to arms the clan leadens could
rapidly assemble their men and equip them at these rallying
poings, which were alio centres of the religious and social life
of the community (9}

An offensive ‘campaign was a more serious undertaking.
Haying no beasts of burden, the warriors had to carry their awn
food with them, Owing to the governmental system, where-
in each town was independent, the armies did not dare live off
the country, for fear of inciting revolt, and alio because most
commimunitics lacked the food to susmin 3 large body of men.
Thus, prior to a war, negotiations had to be made whereby
supplics could be concentrated and allies brought together ata
poink as near as possible to the zone of attack. Usally a single
battle decided the issue, since the artacking force could not
mamtain itself in the field for mare than a very few days. The
caleulations necessary to fight 2 war 200 or 300 miles away in
Oaxica, say, were highly complex, and much of the Azrec
force on such a camipaign must bave been composed of local
tribesmen, stiffencd with a garde J'dite of Tenocheas and
Texrocans,

Owing to this difficulry in respect of transport. sicge operi-
mmmvutu:lif:m“];:mbh.w that formal fortifications
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were rare. Some towns were built in very strategic locatons,
high on a mountain-side or in the bend of a niver, having ac-
cess Testricted to 2 narrow neck of land. Tenochtitlan, owing-
to its situation on the lake, was 4 natural fort. The causeways
were penetzated by canals at intervals; so that removal of the
portable bridges created natural barrers. The Hat roof-ops
offered good points from which to harry the enemy in the
street below, and the many temples were strong points difi-
cult to reduce. (See Plate 37, top.)

Miles of defensive walls surrounded a site in Tlaxeala,
where 3 ditch backed by a wall enclosed an area of seversl
sqqaare miles. At Huexotla,! a bicf of Texcoco, a wall at least 15
feer hugh sall exiss, and must have had a srong defensive
vitlie, although its ostensible purpose was to enclose the area
sbout the main temple. Xochicaleo # is simated on a high hill
which was intensively terraced, and it was further strength-
ened by a wide ditch cue through the point of casiest access.
Sometimes a site was chosen between two ravines which made
impassable obstacles to an attacking force. However, while de-
fensive purposes were often taken into account in building
towns, strictly defensive works, in the nature of fortifications,
were seldom underaken (10),

Open fighting, the difficuley of keeping up extended cam-
paigns and the informal character of the military force were
factors which stultificd the development of tactics or strategy.
Itn battle the howlmng mob which represented the collective
strengthi of one tribe tried to route the yelling horde of i
adversary, and the first to run lost the baule. Captives were
taken, tribute imposed, the temple bomed and the defeated
group was then left alone again.

To atuain victory morc casily, surprise attacks, sometimes
implemented by a linde treachery, were instituted. However,
the cumbrows process of getting an army on to the field of bat-
tle wsually prevented this favoured method of warfare. More

1. Wep-dio'-da. 3 Sho-chi-cat*co,
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often the Tenoclicas and their allies would Feint with a screen
of warriors, who would be easily repubsed in 3 pretended rout.
The main body would wait in 2 place of concealment until the
pursuing enemy came mnto view, whereupon they would
charge out and demolish them. Losses were chiefly felt in the
numbes of captives taken, since these short hand-to-hand com-
bats were not very damaging to the man-power of cither side.
The capture of a chief or the recognition of a sign of evil por-
tent was sufficient to demoralize an army and, despite their
bravery and constant experience in watfare of this type, the
Aztecs were lintle fitted o resise soldiers trained in European
technigues.

There was rather more opportunity for strategy than for
battle tactics. Considerable planning, as we havesaid, was neces
sary to move troops upon the field of battle. The Aztecs won
campaigns in Oaxaca, Puebla, western Mexico and along the
Vera Croz coast, as far north as Tamaulipas.! Having to mave
step by step and to intimidate or win over rown aficr town,
they needed patience and knowledge of geographical and poli-
tical conditions. One reason for the honour in which mer-
chants were held was the information of this character which
they could furnish from their travels,

The triple alliance was a typical example of Aztee strategy.
Nezshualcoyotl wanted to restore the hegemony of Texcoco
and destroy Tezozomod's Tepanee power, the centre of which
was Azcapotzaleo. The two towns were separated by the Lake
af Mexico. To move troops overland would have required
several days: 1o move them across the lake in canoes would
bave meant having a landing-base on the western shore. Nez-
hualcoyotl, therefore, mduced Tlacopan and Tenochtitlan;
* which were at the back door of Azcapotzalco, and tributary
to it 38 well, to declare war. Thus he had a base at which to
land his canoes filled with troops, and, while his allies engaged
the enemy srongly in this quarter, the Texcocan chief had

1. Te-mow-le"po
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time to biring reinforcements around dhic lakes by the overland
route to areack another point.

The town of Chiconauhtls offers another example of these
simple strategic ideas. This settlement dominated the straits
through which the northemn lakes of Zumpango and Xalvocun
empty into Lake Texcoco, The people here could destroy any
force in canoes moving cast against Texcoco or west agzing
Azcapotzaleo. Ther forces also could make 3 fank attack oo
land armies skirting the lakes against either of these two ob-
Jjectives. Early in the thirtcenth century Chiconauhitla becamca
fief of Texcoco and participated, asa sorx of guardian of the
wiestern marches, in campaignsagainst rebellious wesrern mibes
and in the preat war with Tezozomoe. Later it scems o have
becotne part of the Tenochtitlin chain of vassal towns, and its
chief had the honour of shating a royal apartment in Monte=
zuma’s palace with the rulers of far more important city-state.
To confirm this documentary evidence, excavation of the site
reveals, in the quantity and quality of the material culture sur-
viving, evidence of partiapation in trade and booty far in ex-
cess of the apparent size and importance of the town (11),
(See map, p, 8: Plates 41, top; 42, t0p; 43.)

The purely cconomic and military aspects of war are s
crude, when judged by our modern rechnical standards; as the
rest of the pirely mechunical aspects of Azrec life. On the other
hand, the ricualistic conception of war as the earthly re-enact-
mcat of the ttanic srigple beeween oppesing forces in nagure.
bss 2 quality almoss sublime, The politics] and economic fric-
tions that brought abour conflict were welcomed by the war-
riors a3 an opportunity to vibmte to the deep shythms of
naure, thythms which met in a celestial antiphony in dhe
Sacred War which the Sun fights each day a5 be, by his own ©
death and sacrifice, ensures the life of man.

The War of Flowers was undertaken o satsfy this yeaming
when no active campaign was in progress. In this incongru—
oualy named ceremonial combat the best warriors from several
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‘states mer in 3 very real battle, so that feats of arms could be
accomplished and captives tken to satisfy the hunger of the
gods. One famous War of Flowers was repeated for several
years, and the cream of the fighting men of Texcoco, Tenoch-
tithin and Tlacopan vied with the might of Cholula, Huexot-
éingo and Tlaxezla, If 3 warrior were captured, he met the
most glotious of deaths in direey sacrifiee to the Sun. If he
lived, he gained renown, IF he were shiin, he was cremated,
an hanour reserved only for fighting men, and passed on o
the special heaven where warriors dwell (12),

Such warfare had no place in a conflict with Europeans, bus
when reduced to fighting for their bare lives against the
Spaniards, the Aztees put up one of the most desperate de~
fetices in History. It was the last sacrifice, i which Aztec avi-
lition offered up its very existence in an effort to survive
Azrec culturs achieved, with Stone Age tools, a cvilrzaoon
patterned o balance the life of man againstthe dimly perceived
forces of the universe. Irs downfall was inevitable when con-
fronted with that mexomble Earopean world of stecl, ob-
jective reasoning and a religion adjusted to meee such towlly
different concepts as the demands of the powerful and dhenceds
of the weak.

We cannot tell what Azzec civilization might have become.
Like all the nations of the past; and of the present oo, which
have fourished and oltimately withered in death, the Aztecs
nurtured within themselves the seeds of their own destruction.
But before we tum from their remote splendour w the pre-
pecupations of our modemn life, let us catch two last glimpses
of Aztec civilization: one of the ity of Tenochtitlan a3 'the
Spaniards first saw it, the other of the Aztecs in their ultimate
war, profane and deadly on this fimal occasion.



CHAPYER XIII
GLIMPSES OF TENOCHTITLAN
What the Spariards saw when they entered this great Aztec eapital

Tae history of the Aztecs and their forebears is the most com=
pleee record we have of the growth of any Indian civilization.
Their conquest was the greatest feat in the European occupa-
don of the American continent. The Aztees were gt their zen—
ith in 1579, when Cortés and his 400 men st landed, and a
description of Tenochtitlan, taken from the contemporary
records of the conquerors themselves, will show us something.
of the external character of Indian civilization in Amenca (1)

Bernal Diaz del Castillo, who left the most personal record
of the Spanish Conquest, tells how his: comrade-in-arms on
first beholding Tenochritlan, the ancient Mexico City, ex-
claimed, *It is like the enchantments they tell of in the legend of
Amadis | Are not the things we sce a dream?”

This is lyric language from hard-bicten men-at-arms, whose
chief avocations, while engaged in converting the heathen, lay
in acquiring booty and enjoying the charms of dusky Dulc-
geas. Yet, in contrast to the dmb towns and awny halls of
Spain, Tenochtitlin must have appeared a paradise, for its
green gardens amd white buildings were set in the midstof blue
lakes, ringed by lofty mountains. ' Gazing on such wonderful
sights,” wrote Bernal Diaz, “we did not know what to say or
whether what appeared before vs was real, for on one side in
the lind there were great cities and in the lake ever so many
more, and the lake itself was crowded with cinoes, and in the
camseway were many beidges-at intervals, and in front of vs
stood the great City of Mexico, and we ... we did not even.
number four hundred soldiers” (2).

Althsugh socially and govemmentally Tenochtitlan was

distincdy an Ametican Indian tribal town, outwardly it ap-
6
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peared the capital city of an empire. A bird's-cye view would
have revealed an oval ksland connected with the mainland by
three cavseways which converged at the centre of the city,
These roads were cut by waterways over which removable
bridges extended. The edges of the island were fringed by the
green of the ‘Hoating pardens’, while at the centre the shimy
white of the houses predominated, and the verdure was re-
duced to tiny gréen squares in the patio gardens. Thrust above
the quadrate masses of the roof-tops loomed the varioos clan
temples, cach sct on irs platform in the form of 2 truncated
pyramid, The dty had few streets or open spaces, bur was
gridded with canals crossed by portable bridges. The two prin-
cipal plazas were those of the Temple of Tlaltelolco and of the
religions centre of Tenochtithn proper, open spaces which
gave 3 welcome relief from the pyramids and official palaces
clustered about them: There must have been a cutiously living
quality about this grouping, the temples seeming to ride like
horsemen among the serrated ranks of the houses. (See Plate
37, tap.)

Were a visitor ta have traversed Tenochtitlin from south ro
north, he would have been struck by the rich variety of sights,
Approaching slong the causeway, the tmaveller of that time
passed first between expanses of open water. Then gradually
tiny islands of green appeared, made of masses of mud dredged
up from the bottom of the shallow lake and held in place by
wicker-work. White—clad farmers dexterously poled their tny
dugouts through the maze as they went about the cultivation
of their gardens. These irregular islets merged gradually into
more arderly grouping where the accumulation of soil had
become stabilized as the roots, striking downward, had estab-
lished anchorage in the hkcbmmmmdmmdmhdgmmd.
Timaruﬁ:mﬂ}rmaﬂchndudua:dﬂuopm water of the lake
to mere canals. (See Plate 37, bottom.)

Save for the broad cawseways, roads there were none; and
along the canals the traveller saw, in increasing numbers, bost-



218 Axtecs of Mexiw

loads  of produce headed towards the city, Here and there
among thie green of the crops and trees he caught glimpses of
thatchied roofs and watded walls, the huts of the farmers. Then
adobie walls of more substantial dwellings began to encrosch
on the gardens, and the waters of the lake shrank to a canal
following the roadway. The adobe walls gave way to the
fronts of more pretentions howses plastered white or washed
with powdered pumice, a dull, rich red. Now the visitor could
realize how the city expanded through the succesive astion
of artificial islands which bore first a crop, then 3 modest hue
and finally became integral with the masoncy of the ity
r,

PWTE:E canseway had now changed from a simple means of
commuhication into a principal street with all its socisl com-
plexiry. Smee canals took the place-of roads, space for 2 saon-
ter was so fare that the canseways were as much recreation
growunds as arteries of traffic, Thus people out to see the sights,
people on errands, people on theic way o the myriad func-
tions of religious import, swallowed up the long fines of wrott-
ing carriers who, bowed under their burdens, went to the city
with produce and wribute e left with goods for barter. Nota
wheel torned or a pack-animal neighed; ransport was on the
bhacks of men or in the bottoms of boats.

Ouside the city limits the monotony of ant-like columms of -
laden folk had been buz rarely relieved by the passage of & civil
functionary, all pomp and feathers, or by a stem merchant
with a handful of fighting men, followed by a chain of appren-
tices, showing the whites of their eyes 33 they peered from un-
der the press of their tumplines, Now could be seen clan leaders
wearing rich mantles and sniffing Howers as they warched the
milling crowd, and black-robed priests whose ears were shred-
ded and whose hair was matted with the blood of self-inflicted
petance, There was lirde sound, little hurry, save for the cars
riers trotting to reach relief from their burdens, There was an
intense vitality, none the less, that of 2 multitude of unis



Glimpses of Temochtitlin 219
participating in complex sction, knowing each it alloted
part, but never the substance of the whole. (See Plates 33=
16.)

A glance into the doorway of a bowe gave welcome relief
from the cold-blooded, :lmm: insece-like quality of life out-
side. A shaded patio was flanked by buildings whose interion -
were conl and spacious. Mats and straw cus!'uommr.h:pol-
iehied red of the coment Boor welecomed the visitor to reposs,
while the thythmic clap of hands and the scrape of stone on
sonc told that romillas were being made and com-meal
ground in a ktchen at the back. Seated ina corner, an elderly
man was talking to two small boys, whose serious faces showed
that, already conious of their participation in the tribal Life,
they hecded their incle’s precepts as to conduer befiting boys
aud men, A B litele giel squatting in the doorway vainly trnied
to imitste with ber subby fingers and - toy imiplements the
Emt:ful movements of her mother a1 she produced Ane threads

y the cunning manipulation of her spindle, Lolling on a cos-
hion, a young man Lﬁuill?mkcdna m a cane holder
= hie picked thoughtfully at the scarcely healed fobe of his car,
attered by penitential blood-letting with cactus spine and
obsidian blade.

A fiesta was going on in another house, and one heard the
rich vibration of wooden drums and the high squeal of reed
Hutes. The patio was full of people, gay in the bright colous
of dhicir holiday clothes, and the air was heavy with the cloying
scent of lilies. The sharp smells of rich savces cumninply mixed
from many peppers embroidered this odour, and occasianally &
light brecze waited the cool, mystic scent of incense. Some
body was celebrating his birthday, mmﬂmlmi:gmun&nm
saw a pamted figure adorned with amate paper, representing
the gcd wh:u presided over that event. A little apart from the

of their enterminment with: dignified

n; w:ugmup of old men whose clownish gestures and
ue solemmity could be easily associated with the cups
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of pulque thar a slave was induscriousty filling for them. Not
for nothing had these elders passed through the rigid self-denial
of young manhood; they were permitted alcohalic indulgence
in their old age whenever 2 feast came to pass. A last back-
ward glance revealed the musichans, garlanded with Aowers,
bBlowing their flutes and conch shells, while one man beze the
head of a cylindrical drum and another the wooden tongues in
the side of the two-toned teponaztli.

Farther up the street the priests seemed to increase in num-
ber. More individuals wore the trappings of high office, such
as nodding panaches of quetzal plumes and cloaks, the designs
of which were worked in feathers like the personal insignia on
their circular shields. Evidently the visitor was near the centre
of the town, and presently the canseway ended m a great open
square, where the tomples rose above the majestic planes of
their pyramidal foundations, In the hard, bright ]lght of early
afternoon, heat-waves joined the smoke of incenie in render-
ing indistince and umcarthly the outlines of the temples,

The short, black shadows suggested unspeakable things. Was
it imagimation or reality, thar sickening smell of a flthy but-
cher shop, that hung in the air in revolting contrist to the im-
marnlate pavement of the temple conrtyard? Imagination is
too personal and egocentric a sensation for an Indian com-
munity, and the great block of the skull-rack gave an answer
founded only too firmly on fact. Thousands of skulls, threaded
on poles, were piled up in orderly symmeery, and the black ca=
vities of their orbits and nasal aperrures suggested the marks on
mfernal dice. Undisturbed by this monument o human saeri-
fice, 3 few young men were practising in a ball court near by.
They thrust at a solid rubber ball with agile hips and elbows,
in an effort to drive it through twio rings set transversely 1o the
walls.in the length of the court.

A circular stonie placed a short distance away was the scene
_of a most croel game. Here, on certain ceremonial days, a
tethered captive was forced 1o defend himself with a wooden
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club against the onshaught of an adversary whose weapon was
set with tazor-sharp obsidian blades: Usually he was killed in
the most honourable of deaths, that of sacrificial victim to the
Sun God, Tonatiuh, but sometimes he would resist so success-
fully that he gained a pardon. Other disc-shaped stones were
placed abour the plaza. One, 13 feet in diameter, was sct ver-
ucally on a special platform. Carved with a consummare mas-
tery of design, it represented the symbolic history of the
world, Another dise, set flae, ‘was bollowed in the centre so
that hearts wrung from war captives might be bumed to nour-
ish the great gods. This was carved on its surface and edge
to commemorate the many conquests of War Chief Tizoc,
who was shown dressed a5 a ged with his captives before
hinst,

In another part of the plaza 3 sacrifice was to be made, Be-
fore a small temple dedicated to one of the myriad Aztec gods
3 group was gathered, some in the gay panoply of merchants
and others wearing the sinister black of the prissthood. A
oghtly pinioned slave stood in their midst and looked unsee-
wgly before him, resignarion, not fear, on his face. The pricsts
rushed him up ‘the steep steps of the temple, followed by the
merchants at amore leisurely pace. Two pricsts seized the slave
by cither arm, forcing him backward, while rwo others pulled
his legs from under him until his body curved, belly upwacd,
over the altar, A fifth priest ploughed his fiine knife in 2 long
sweep from the breastbone to the base of the stomach and,
reaching into the aperture, with a dexterous twist tore out the
beart. This he bumed, while it was siill throbbing, m 2 carved
stone vase, while the merchants, swinging long ladles of smok-
ing incense, chanted their thanks for 2 safe and profitable ex-
cursion into the kot country. (See Plare 60.)

Paying only the most cursory attention to this pioas hide
scene, knoty of chiels were converging on a large building aea
corner of the plaza. The war chicf, Montezuma, was planning
an attack on a neighbouring town, remis in its tribute pay-
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ment, 30 there must be a gathering of clan leaders to prepare
for war. Adarned with helmets like the heads of jaguars, cagles
and wolves, girt with armour of wadded cotton brocaded in
mumny colours of embroidered with feathers, their facs set
with nose and lip omaments of jade and gold, these fierce-vis-
aged chich passed proudly through the door, but in an ante-
roam to the council chamber they sripped off their oma-
mients. Then, barcheaded and barefooted, with downcast eyes;
they made their way to the throne, where sat the shim figure of
Montezuma, simply dressed bue for the gold erown and jade
earrings of his exalted office. (See Plate 33:)

The austerity of the council chamber was not bome out by
Monteruma's other spartments, which contained all the ap-
purcnances of a sybaritic potentate. Thewar chief s two wives
and his many concubines occupied magnificent quarters. Kit-
chens and storchouses were spread over another great space,
for not only were there some 300 guests served at each meal
but also 3 thousand guards and attendants. In contrast to the
profusion within, outside the kitchen door squatted patiently a
thteadbare group of connrymen from whose ing-bags
myedﬂwmutﬂedhmdscf:htuusmdmkc::fmh they
had brought as offerings for the royal lacder.

Orher rooms in Montezuma's palace contained the eribal
wreasure, composed of the tribute wrung from many towns,
Gold, jade, rich feather mandes, baskess of produce, were
beaped in abundance. Clerks were listing the goods in pic-
wirc-writing to see thar each subject town had Fulfilled s
quota or ele were alculating the share that should be tumed
over to the various clan stewards. Another patio presented 2
more animated scene. Here acrobats were practising their feats
atil poor, warped dwarfs were composing grosser contortions
to win o chiefly smile. In another set of buildings was housed
the zo0, where serpents undulated slugenshly and where, from
behind wooden bars, peered the greedy, yellow eyes of jaguars
and ocelots, In 2 side room a homan arm projecting from 4
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bhasket of raw meat showed bow the bodies of some sacrificial
victims were utilized.

The highway to Tlaltelolco extended north from this great
plaza, which even to-day is the centre of the city. This wide
road, with a canal begde it, was filled with the same indecizive
multitude that thronged the southern artery. The setting sun
had brought peaple out on their roof-tops. Some leaned over
parapets to watch the crowd below, while idlers, squarting m
a shaded bit of the streer, rook equal mrerest i the slow move-
ments of the householders above them.

A path and a canal, debouching into the main avenoe, led
to s small square, in the centre of which loomed a pyramid.
From the patio of an adjacent building shrill cries arese and
the dull clash of wooden instruments. 'Within, a number of
boys were receiving instruction in the manual of arms. Bach
equipped with a small buckler and a flat wooden dub, they
leamned the art of cut and parry under the scomful eye of 3
warrior. They dealt and received hard blows, but the clubs
were not toothed with wedges of obsidian, the voloanic glass
that made hand-ro-hand combat so vicious in war.. Another
group was practising with the atk-atl, or throwing-snck: The
marksman laid lus spear along a narrow wooden trough with
a hook at the farther end, the nearer end being grasped in the
hiand. By lengthening the arm in this way it was possible to
give a greater propulsive force to the spear.

On the other side of the plazz the boys in the religious
traming school presented a less animated scene, Their hitele legs
and faces lacemted by maguey spines, their bodies thir from
fases and ce and their eyes dulled by the monotony of
self-deni .:hmdtﬂdmmchmdngmnphnﬁmnaﬁmi-
istic chant. Their preceptor, who led the singing, showed by
his own scarred and emaciated body thar the propitiadon of
the gods was a relentless and never-eoding task. Pricst, chicf,
warrior or hushand, every Aziec, from boyhood on, spentmuch
of his life cither in a kind of beseeching penance, to ensure his
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future, or in a state of grateful atonement for not having had
a worse past. The Aztecs lived on intimate if uncomfortable
terms ‘with the supemnatural powers.

Another aspect of this lack of individualism was to be seen
in the fepan or clan building. Here elders of the clan were ar-
ranginy the affairs of the tribal onit, twenty of which made up
the aty-state of Tenochttlan. One old man peered over pic-
rurc-maps as he adjusted 3 question of land renure beeween two
contesting families and made his final judgment on the basis of
how much land each family could cultivate by its own efforts.
Another elder distributed pottery vessels, given up as tribute
by a town across the mountaing, to some of the poorer mem-
bers of the community. None of these people, liigants or ap-
plicants, bestowed more than occasional glances into the back
courtyard, where an adulterer was being stoned to death by
memben of the affronted Gmily. Urban existefice contained
o many interests and life was too cheap for them o view as
an excitement the inevitable result of wrongdoing.

Each of the rwency mbal divisions regulated 15 own affairs.
The grear plaza where Montezuma had his palace and-where
all the gods were worshipped in many temples was for the we
~ofall the clans together; and was the civic centre for the 60,000
households of Tenochntlam. Yet in spite of the importance of
this centre of religion and government, the great plaza of
Tlaltelolco near the northern edge of the islands was almost as
sriking. Once 3 Mexican tribe acknowledged the sway of
another power it was supposed to fumnish fighting men and -
bute, but its government and econumics were seldotn modified.

Thos the recently conquered Tlalteloleo had a commumal
centre as majestic 35 that of Tenochritlan, It seemed more dra-
matic oo Spanish eyes becanse its great temple to the War God,
Huzalopochtl, was thrust into prominence by thewidespread
of the market-place, while in Tenochtitlan the great buildings
were 0 close together that it was hard to gain an impression of
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The market-place of Tlalteloloo consisted of a large ares
of polished pavement, bordered by arcades which sheltered
many of the merchants. Atoncedgul:rmnnpmnduut&um
the canal beside the northern causeway, where boars
goods and produce could find an anchorage. Bach kind of pro-
duct was concentrated in a special place. Thus one section was
completely devoted to vegetbles, and compactly squatting
women st watr.hhl.g their goods, arranged before them in
symmetrieal heaps on woven mats. In another section cotton
mantles wese being sold, some spread to show the full design
and others neatly folded. Elsewhere was a row of vendors of
implements and tools, sach a5 obsidian blades, carved and bur-
nished poteery, spindle whorls, deer-horn awls, bone bodkins
andd a few copper axes and peedles. A brilliant mass of colour
characterized the booths of the feather salesmen. Some sold
merely bumches of plumes, the lovely green of the quetzal, or
trogon, and the mult-coloured plumage of parrots. Ar the
other stands feather cloaks, mats and shields gave evidence of
charming Eincy in their design and pagient toil in their execu-
tion, (See Plates 339.)

Jewellers displayed jade ornaments and gold worked into
preciots rings of filigres or massive beaten gorgers. It was the
jade, however, that canght the envious eye and was produced
with furtive arcumspection as a material of great price. Other
merchants sold omaments of shell, and the pinks, whites and
subtle mottled browns of seashells contrasted with the rich
dark sheen of rorroise carapaces: At one booth a rich warrior
earnestly bargained with the proprietor for an exquisite pair'of
earplogs, cunnimgly inlaid with 2 mosaic of turquoiie and
mother-cf-

The smiling whispers and admiring glances of the crowd at
the jeweller's abruptly changed in the slave quarters to ap-
praising stares. Some of the chattels wore wooden collars, and
their brutish faces had a hopeless expression. These had sunk
to servitude long ago a1 a result of crime or of capture i
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war, Othess were thin and emaciated but did not wear the
collar of bondage. They had met with misforeune and
were selling themselves for the first time to ensore food and

shelier,

A low hum rose from the market-place; there was none of
thie strident shouting of the European fair. The bargaming for

goods was carried on slowly, quietly, but, none the less, keenly.

The Aztecs had no money, so that barter was the usuil means
of purchase. The cacao bean, however, had a standard value,

and this, in cqualizing exchanges, petformied the nearest ap-

proach to the function of currency. Passing through the crowd
weze warriors who acted as police and, should a disagreement
arise, haled disputants into a court, where a tribal elder settled
the qucstinn in his capacity as judge.

Beyond the market was a double line of walls which divided
the market from the temple precinet of Tlaltelolco. Rectan-
gular buildings, with patios in their centres, housed the pricss
and the various schools and councils of the central organization
of the communiry. Farther on 'were grouped the principal
shrines. In their midst the great temple to the War God
shouldered its bulk into the sky, There was 3 skull-rack here,
like the one in Tenochdtlan, and another heap was made of the
bones of the victims, Near the great pyramid stood a drculir
temple, the door of which was built to resemble the mouth of
3 serpent, the place of worship of the god Quetzalcoatl, The
sacrificial block in front was black with the smoke of incense
and the blood of victims. A pile of stone knives and axes gave.
3 sinister indication of what rites were praceised there.

Pools fed by the pipes of an aqueduct leading from the main-
land gave an impression of quicr peace. The reflections of the
temples, distoried cccasionally by the breeze, intensified the
brooding mysticism of the sacred enclosure. In contrast to the
sustericy of the pricsts, young girls, their eyes virtuously down-
cast, slipped back and forth, carrying out the various ersands of
their training-school within the enclowre, The great pyramid
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and the temple of the War God completely dominated the
place. At regular intervals terraces broke the lines of the slop-
ing sides and increased the impression of iss size. A wide stair-
case of 714 nartow steps led up the western side, and o steep
was this seair that not until one's head rose clear of the platform
did the temple ieself come inro view.

The temple, in reality; comprised two shunes, built side by
side, each having stone walls and soaring roofs of wood coated
with plaster. Through the right-hand door one could clearly
see the squat figure of Huirzilopochtli carved from the stone
and covered with a paste in which were set jade, turquoise,
gold and seed pearks. A girdle of gold snakes, picked out in pee-
ciows stones, adorned his waist, and sround his neck hung a
string of gold masks covered with turquoise mosaic. By his side
wood the statue of an atendant deity, equipped with a short
lance and a gold shield, richly decorated with the customary
mosaic,

In the adjoining shrine stood an image of Tezaatlipoca, one
of the most prominent Aztec gods: His eye-sockets were mlaid
with mirrors of obsidian, the black depths of which reflected
the red gleams of the afternoon light. This statue, too, was
adomed with gold and precious stones. High in the wooden
roof of this temple perched a small igure of Xipe, the God of
Seed-time. Braziers of incense discharged greasy coils of smoke
which decpened the gloom of the temples, whose walls were
already black with the blood of many victims. In dim corers
stood heaps of ritualistic paraphernalis, conch-shell rumpets,
knives, banners and baskers of shapeless lumps of meat, siir-
plus human hearts which, for some reason, had not yet been
placed upon the braziers. The priests who glided through this
murk seemed firting satellites to the diabolic images to which
they ministered. In front of the temples stood the great drom
which was soon to throb across the lake as a nation suffered it
death-agony.

It was from this point that Montezuma showad Cortés his
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empire, and Bernal Diaz, who wimessed the scene, left us this
spforgettable description :

“Then Montczuma took Cortés by the hand and told him
to look at his great city and all the other cities that were stand-
ing in the water the many other towns and the land
aronnd the lake.... So we stood looking sbout us, for dhas
huge and cursed temple stood so high that from it one could
sec over everything very well, and we saw the three causeways
which led into Mexico ... and we saw the [agueduct of | fresh
water that comes from Chapultepee, which supplics the city,
and we saw the bridges on the three causeways which were
built at certain distances apart ... and we beheld on the lake a
great multitude of canoes, some coming with supplies of food,
athers returning loaded with cargoes of merchandise, and we
saw that from every house of that great city and of all the
other cities that were built i the water it was impossible to
pass from house to house except by drawbridges, which were
made of wood, or in canoes; and we saw in those cities Cuoes
[temples] and oratories like towers and fortresses and all
glcaming white, and it was a wonderful thing to behold ' (3).



CHAPTER XIV

THE DEATH-THROES OF THE
AZTEC NATION

A thapiee i which are set forth the factors which browght about the
success of the Spaniards and the downfall of the Axztecs

THE romantic circumstances which attended the fall of the
Aztec avilization have long captured the fancy of the Euro-
pean world. A whole nation submitting to & handful of des-
perate Spaich soldiers offers a dramaticsicuation, seldom paral-
leled in our annals, Yet, given the unflinching generalship of 2
Cortés, the collapse of the Artec tribes was inevitable. The
psychological conditions inherent in this rype of Indian cultue
could nor withstand European military technique, any more
than could the varied civilizations which bécame colonies of
Eurppe in every continent on the face of the globe (1).

There are times in the histories of all peoples when the na-
nonal will scems to disintegrate before mmngible factors in-
dividually insignificanc. All students of military affairs are fa-
miliar with theie sndden routs affecting the high courage of
vittors as well as the grim fortitude of those who previously
have unflinchingly endured successive defeaws. The Aztecs'
war against the Spanish Conquistadors is an climive example
of the paralysis of the national morle, followed by a defence
carried on with that courage found in forssken men, in dhis
case abandoned by thmw:ygm!x We have seen, in the bitter
year of 1940, the same pattern repeated when France collapsed
and England formd a new strength in despair,

An examination of the Mexican social strucrure in relation
w the psychological state of the Aztec mind shows that the
Spaniards arrived at a time very favourableforconquest. Com-
parison of the Aztec military techinique with the European dis-
cipline und armament of the day reveals an exceptional oppor-

9
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wunity for the eriumph of Buropean tactics. To explain the
familiir tale of the Conquest from the Indian paint of view
may throw into sharper relicf this conflict between two systema
of civilization.

Aztee war was highly ceremonial, and fought in a spirit very
different from the realistic aleulition of European strife, The
technical equipment of the Indians did not meet the require-
ments of 2 conflice waged in terms of European military prac-
tice. Moreover, Corrés arrived at the end of the summes, when
the tribes of Mexico were too busy harvesting the crops essen-
tial for their survival to think seriously of military sffairse. A
final factor dooming the Axtecs to incvitible defeat was the
political structure of Indian Mexico, which provided no way
of converting military suceess to the euablishment ofa power-
fully consolidated stat=.

The Aztec theocracy did not lend it==lf to goveming or ab=
sorbing conquered peoples, although in time 3 social mechan-
ism might have been developed. While the Aztecs received -
bure from over a wide torritory, there were constant revolts
and betrayals. Probably this same process went on among the
other rribal groups in Mexico, so that the polinical organizs-
ton of the region as'2 whole was far from that of an empire.
Inreality a multitude of independent city-states scethed with
intoge and war, and were furtcher disunited by differences in
lnguage, dislect, physical type and geographic economy. An
invader, with a swongly disciplined force small enough to live
off the country, and dhus to stay in the Geld, conld have an 2=
tonishing success, particularly if he had 3 wmste for intrigue.
Corts, 25 events proved, was the ideal man for such 2 purpose,
and he was further favoured by the psychological reaction of
the Aztecs to his arrival,
~ The years before the Spanish Conguest had to the Azrecs
been full of portents suggestive of future evil. There scems to
have been in the air that same sense of paralysis that the French
knew to their cost in 1939 and 1940, Montezuna, the war chief
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of the Astecs and an amateur of witcheraft, had had an expen-
ence calenlated complerely 1o shake his nerve. He and Neza-
hualpilli, the chief of Texcocn, had fallen to arguing sbour dhe
respective merits of their soothsayers, since the Texcocan held
that strangers were go-

ing to rule the land of l--llr"“"-""
Anshuse. So econvineed f,ﬁ >
waz Nerzhtulpilli of the

corrcomest of lis inter- q\uu ]
e Ir—o—

ed his kingdom against Py, The peaes befas e S

Lhr!tmfkt}’tﬂ-cki, the had been of evil gment I:trtf:n'l.mn.'].'{l

- determine whether  the dize predictions off
result to be decided [’T MerulunlEll, chicl of Texoooo, wWete o,

a ntualisic ball 10 Monickiima played and foora rituatinge
with Munmzumn.gi'lj'hc of ba:h:‘-l.hﬂf 1'-‘!]: ki et depleeed
latter won the first two

games, but Nezahualpilli took the lase three in 2 row. The
defeat must have been disheartening to Montezuma, not only
because he had so much to lear from the fature, bue also be-
cause his own experts had been held so cheap. (See Fg, 3.)

In clote succesion followed a series of phenomena, each
bearing its message of woe to come. A column of fire was
seen’ every  midnight
throughour e year;
two temples were de-
stroyed, one by a sud-
den  fire, the other
by lighming unaccom-
panied by thunder. A
comet was scen by day,;
and suddeni waves came
up on the Lake of Tex-
coco. A sixth sign was 2
woman's voice crying,
‘My children, we are
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lost.” Monsters appeared and were brought before the chief,
only to disappear as soon as he had scen them. Most sinister
of all was a bird brought in by some hunters: This bird had 2
mirror in its head, revealing the heavens, and when Monte-
zuma peered at it a second time & host of armed men was
disclosed. When the chief brought his soothsayers to witness
this augury and to explain its significance, the bird Hew away.
Distorted as these occurrences seem to us, they must have had
2 most upsetring effect on the population ofthe Valley of
Mexico (2), (Sce Figs. 4, 28A-B.)

Consequently the emotional condition of the people was
peculiarly receptive to the romours, drifting in from the south-
east, which told of four-legged monsters with human bodies
sssuing from their backs. As these strange beings moved up the
coast, Montezuma's spies and ambassadors began tobring back
more precise reports as to their nature, and even presents and
messages for their chief. (Sec Fig, s.)

The strangers were human, for they were volnerable, 1=
eeiving wounds and dying from assaults upon them. They had
new and strange weapons, noisy and lethal, for cannon, mus
kets, crossbows and stecl swords were unknown to the Aztecs.
Also novel and dreadful adjuncts of war were the horses and
the savage mastiffs of the Spaniards. In battle the strangers were
invincble, operating in @ manner completely foreign 1o
Indisn principles of war. ‘The simple Indian methods of mass
attack were of little avail against the manocuvring of a well-
drilled force, for the native tactics could bring only the merest
fraction of their fighting force in direct contact with the
enerny.

The Spaniardsaléo resisted witcheraft on the occasion when
Montezuma seriously applied it. However, sarcery, according
to mative standards, was at best & two-cdged weapon, so that
it is doubtful if this failure had any other than a confirmatory
beating on the Indian antitude of mind toward the su
quality of the Spaniards. The problem that beser Montezums
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was not that the invaders were themselves gods, but that they
were the symbols, the vicirs on carth, as it were, of vast un-
carthly forces bent on establishing 2 new sodial order. As such
the Spaniards required to be handled most gingeely (3). (See
Fig. 6.)

Fe ;Thﬁhnd i 151 3 the site of Vera Cree.
Thicir shi :ndnqnipmm:::rcn-rﬁ.ﬂjylbh.::nm:h:ﬁ;ﬁn,
Manim, IEHIFII“:I. 1 FECECIE s lll‘PklmlﬁTMl
maive. Cadey Florrmbing,

When the Spaniards were approaching the capital a political
problem entered o complicate the spiritual one. The city-
states, or pueblos, between the Valley of Mexico and the coast
wero independent commimities and, even if tribusary to the
Valley powers, were often reluctantdy so. Thezefore, many of
these tribes, like the Totonacs, welcomed the invaders as the
spearhead for an open revolt. Othery, like the complenely inde-
pendent and warslike Tlaxcalans, put the power of Cortés to
a practical test in open bartle and, when the Spaniards won,
became the most loyal of Cortés’ supporters. Cholula, a large
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town loosely allied to the Aztecs, met the Spaniards a« friends,
plotting to overcome them by treachery, 2 good Indian politi-
aal maneeuvee instigated, perhaps, by Montezuma. The Spani-
ards, smpecting such 2 move, counterscted its efficacy by 2
Judiciously executed massacre, thus, if not gzining 2 frendly
communicy, av least creating a noncombatant one (See Figs.
79.)

e ¢ Asvec sorcerens, sene from the hiphland, offer be-
wairiched food w0 Corrfs and kis gxif who dindain e
vande Cadex Flormnia,

Montezuma and his more cantions counsellors warched this
dow ascent from the coast with apprehensive interest. He has
been condemued by muny commentstors as an sppeaser and
has been made the scapegost of this great debacle of Indian
gvilmadon, Yet consider his posidon. While the leading man
i his community, he wes not an authoritarian monarch. For
mass action he had to.rely on the group decision of the clans
comprising his tribe, as well 25 on the very doubtful allegiance
of the vassal states, whose immediate needs transcended any
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sacrifice of 1 far-reaching political nature. Thus not only the
demands of the harvest scason but also the fear of damage w
the commumal property made communities loath for war.
Montezuma had no method of enforcing a long-range diplo-
matic policy, such a3 is 3o characteristic of European and

fic. 7. Coés aad hiy . am paming the grest wal-
cxnoes sowsheis of Mexico City, sk the way. Nots the
smdlke ftting fom the orster-of P Codes
Elimrentinn

orental polisical bistory, Nos must the extraordinary gifis of
Cortés and his Indian mistress Marina be underrated. The paie
played on Indian prychiology a¢ master pianises would execute
a duet on the piano.

His hands ted by both pracical and psychological con-
siderations, Montezuma received Cortés and the Spaniards
without having struck 2 positive: blow, Then ensued 3 new
chapter in the story. Cortés prompudy seized Montezuma as @
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hostage, and the latter’s power to influence his tribesmen dis-
integrated. A mass revulsion against the invaders slowly began
to- erystallize, but it was confined to the city itself] without ex-
tending to the neighbouring towns. People kept themselves
within their honses; the market closed, vet no overy act was

P 8. Montezoma, opeet by the mupic] premionizng
of diaarer and by the filore of his sorceren, does not
Imow whethes o Bee or hide tn 3 cave Codes Florestina,

done. Cortés was allowed to leave for the coast to subjogate
his new commander Narvaez, without opens hostilities on the
part of the Aztecs. (See Figs, 10-13.)

The storm broke during Cort&s” absence. Some inhabirants
of Tenochritlan had assembled 1o celebrate the feast of the god
Huitzilopochtli, Alvarado, s tough soldier, lacking all Cortés”
gifts of inrigue, scented trouble in this gathering, the actual in-
nocence of which he had no way of knowing. Fullowing the
Spanish technique at Cholula, he fell upon the eelebrants and
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killed them: all. The dity rose like one man and drove the garri-
son to cover. Actuated by the single motive of revenge against
the nvaders, the Aztecs were ready to destroy the Spanish gar-
rison. However, the stroctural weakness of the Indian govern-
mient became hitterly évident when the chiefs permitted Corsés
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and his reinforcements from the army of Narvasz to join the
beleaguered troops of Alvarado, The ceremonial aspect of
war in Indian Mexico did not envisage the splitting of an ad-
versary's army and the separate destruction of it !
parts, a rudimentary law of Exropean military tacucs,

Yet once the Spaniards were united in the ciry they ceased
to be a military problem and became the emotional focus of
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the Indians’ wrath and fear. They had to shut themselves up
m the palace of Axayacatl to resist the foree of this uprising in
which the whole tribe pardicipated. The Amecs, having im-
mobilized their enemies, visited their hate and fage in 3 man-

Fin. ta-Follawing 3 series of outrages commured by the inradesy, the
CHITTIN ris in armmg agsiist the Spanidy. The Spersarch s theie Thay-
=han allem nre besisged o the uf Azzyacatl In this scene & fickd
fiecr i thown in action, while the horsemen axe held i seserve for s
sortie: Limso o Thaxesls

ner unparalleled in the annals of Indian campaigns. Every eiti-
zen joined in hurling missiles ar the besieged invaders, and
masses of warriors blocked every sally the Spamiards made
from their refuge. (See Figs. 14-5.)

The Spaniards conld not manoeuvre in the nirrow foot-
patbs along the canaly, and the portable forsresses they con-
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strisered of wood, the first tinks nsed in the New Waorld, were
useless against enemics on honsetops and in canoes (4). (See
Fig. 16.) The Spaniards lost heavily, and the unfortunate Mon-
rezuma met s death either at the hands of his own people,
whom he was trying to calm, or, a5 two excellent authorities

B £4 Here the Spanith gee didodging the Azeecy from 2 temple,
whare |h¢lu:lii.mhdgnhn:dmﬂfﬁhdﬂhm. I.Jﬂﬂﬁ-!iﬂ:gh

have it, 4t those of the Spaniards (5). After having passed
week shut up in the palace, Cortés decided to withdraw from
Tenochtitlan. Just before dawn his forces made their way
through the hughed streets out along the causeway to Tacuba.

A woman getting water from 2 canal saw them and raised
the alarm. The whole male population surged forth along the
roofs and through the streets, Some seized canoes and astacked
the flanks of the marching colummn. The Aztecs tore up the
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bridges, and many Spaniards, ladéen down with gold, sank
ignominionsly beneath the waters or, while trying to keep
afloat, were clubbed to death by warriors in boaes. Alvarado,
ever the precipitous man of action, confronted by a wide gap
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rexcnr. Limaw de Thavodls
in the causeway, plimged his lance into the lake bottom and v
full armour vaulted over to the other side (6). The panic in-
creased, anid order was not restored until thie Spaniards reaclied
Tocuba. Cortés sat under a giant cypress and wept as he took
toll of his Josses. Three-quarters of the Spanith army had been
lost in this rout and in the preceding siege. (Sec Fig. 17.)

The Spaniards found a temporary stncruary on the hill of
Los Remedios. Their adverano, instesd of following up-

t
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their advantage, plundered the dead and sried 1o recover the
booty stolen by the Spaniseds from the Artec reasury, They
Jost 3 preciom. opportunity to destroy the. remnants: of the
Spanish army by not carrying their attack to in logical con-
clson. (See Fig: 18.)

However, the Indians did make some effort tcowards con-

»E

Foz; 17 Supphes rom low and Cortés secretly trioy to reach the main-
latid aleng 3 comdway, His retrest s discovercd snd the Areees, maning
their forcet in canoes, wreak hayoc on the Spackih forces, Tearing wp the
hridges, the Azvees furthes hindered the retrest indall b destroyed the
m.ﬁgmr.z.m&m

certed action later, The Texcocans, formesly the principal allics
of the Aztecs, gathered their forces together and eried w inter-
cept the Spaniards as they made their way cros country to the
bomeland of their allics, the Tlaalans. At Otumba bartle was
jomned. The Indians in their battle formanon cocld not over-
come the mobility and racacal sense of the Spaniards. Wound-
nd:sil':qrmmmmdm]numd from lack of food and
v their disciphne; and a desperate charge by the
mzﬁﬁcm who fell before the SP-‘I.'Iﬁ:E:WHﬂL
Onte their leaders were slain, the scne Indian discipling dis-
solved, and the aibesmen took fight. The Spaniards made their
way to Tlixcals to recuperate and 1o await reinforcements,



The Death~throes of the Aztec Natioe 243

Montezuma was succeeded by his brother Cuitlihuac, and
he, dying of the fover after four months, was replaced as war
chicf by their nephew, the heroic Cusubtemoc. This strong
and courageous leader was unsble ro overcotne the munual dis-
trust of the Indisn communitics for one another. When the Az-
tees might have joined togetherwith other tribes to overwhelm
the Spaniardy by sheer weight of numbers, they did nothing,

Fra, 18 A ramdful of the facds reach the mabnlard,
The Aztece, imeesd of following up their advansages,
plander the bodios of the kitled and drowesil, De it -
membered, however, the Spanish everied off the sutize
Artee et Cadex Fiorentime,

In the meantime Conds, having reseed his army, began to
consolidste his pesition. He made two series of campaigns,
ane entward to the sea and the other in a.south and westerly
direction in the preseut state of Morclos. Utilizing Indian aflies
both a3 carriers and as 2 screen to conceal his more serious te-
tcal movements, he subjugated town sfter town. In each case
the Indian war convention of 2 single decisive mélée proved
worthless againet the versatility of the Spanish ateick. Cortés
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soon pacified the castern country sofficiently to try to regain
Tenochtitlin. (See Fg, 19.)

Typical Indian perfidy, from our point of view to-day, but
common sense to the people of that era, virtually accomplished

Fre 20 Condy’ plin fo meake Temocherlan mvolved folsting the
stand city from the mambmd. Tanechnslan i shaws in the centre of the
lcture, syrroninded by the like on which Hoas the war cinces of &5
&mh&ﬂ%%hﬁﬁmdmmrﬂuﬁuglkm
Lt towns. Liereos de Thicerals,

the downfall of Mexico, The Texcocans, closest allies of the
Aztess, and for that reason perhaps the most jealous of thewr
success, tesented the pare Montezuma had taken in forcing the
election of a war chief. When the Aztecs had had a strong
chance of maintaining. their supremacy after Cortls’ retreat
from Mexico, the Texcocans valiantly took the field at Otun-
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ba. Now they switched to the Spanish side, secing 2 chance of
assuming & dominans position in Valley of Mexico afiain.
Their defection gave the Spaniards 3 base on thic Lake of Mexi-
o and a means of mopping up whatever wribes remained un-
subjugated in the previous campaign.

= ::Lur.‘mf: built brigassies w0 d;_l’mhi b flanies whils moving
cameveays o Teoochritlin, Inthiy picores brigmtine cams
mﬂ:e;nlafﬂmtga:nilmuﬂhwh:m bezet by Anoa sfoot mdim

canoc. Lmes de

Having quicted the countryside, Cortés put into eftecr his
plan of sicge. He launchied a ficet of snull galleys armed with
carmon, which had been construceed in Tlixeala and brought
piscemeal across the mountaing, o be assembled on the like-
These ships were to sweep the lake cleac of canoes and protect
the Spanish flanks a5 they moved in acoss the three casseways



The Death-throes of the Aztec Nation
to the island city, Tenochtitlan. Cortds divided Lis forces in
three parts to move along these approsches and close in on the

capital, (See Figs, 20, 23).
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The galleys soon deared the ke of any hostile fleets of
canoes, and the Spanisrds began to inveit the city. Tle Arecy,
fighting for theie lives, stubbomly defended their position.
Every night they sallied forth to destroy the bridges the Spani-
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ards had made across the canals during the day. In bghting of
this kind the Spaniards could not manipulate their troops, and
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neither side had any great advantage. The Azzecs, however, still
persisted In trying to mke prisoners to sacrifice to their War
Ged, nstead of exterminating their enemies whenever the
occasion offered. To offser this gain the thousands of Indian
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allics, who flocked to the Spanish side to-participate in the ex-
pected victory, jammed the canseways and bampered rathes
than helped the besiegen. (Sce Fig. 21.)

Bic. 2y Time and agais the brigantinesrelicved siomarions o this
wheee srmed ¢ribesmien_in canocs slled vp to aitack the Spanish

Cortés decided to change his manner of camipaign, and his
solution, while ressonable to us, must have been little short of
miraculous to the tribesmen. He sent the Indian allies forward
to tear down all the houses they could find and fill the cnals
with the debris, When counter-attacked, the allies retived,
leaving room for the Spaniards on horse and foot to deal with
the Aztecs, Each day the Spanish forces gairied more room o
manoctivre, and thus could count on recovering more ground
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on the marrow. The Aztecs, animated by 3 rare unity, foughe
desperately but without avail. (Sec Figs. 23-4).

Towards the end of the sicge an event vccurred which indi-
cated to the now-desperate Artecs hope of eventual relesse in
a common rising against the invaders. The people from the
iddands at the south of the lake, the Xochimileas and cheir
neiphhour rribesmen, filliered through the Spanish galleys by
might and told the Aziecs thar, a1 neighbours, they would
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make common cause against the whites. Overjoyed, Cuaul-
temoe and hid ehiefi loaded them with omamenes, fine mantle:
and cacan beans, precious for the favourite drink of the Artes,
chocalate. When night closed in again on the beleaguered city
the Aztres were startled by s great commotion. The new allies
were tryittg to drag off the Azrecwomen and childrenas slaves,
It is pleasanct to recond that this knavery received its joscreward,

and the Xochimiless were all cither slaughtered or disposed of
in sacxifice (7).

Only when it members were g Weak to revist and could
no longer deal wounding blows did the garrison yield. Cuauh-
temoc and his farmly took to the lake in 3 canoe, a3 did many
others, He way picked up by onc of the Spanish galleys and
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brought before Coreés, where lis dignity and chicfly demean-
our recerved the respectful atention of the Spanish gencral
staff. The request for treasure broughe the answer that there
was none: it lay under the lake with the Spaniards who were
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shain the preceding winter in therr disastrony flight from the
city. Cutuhtemoc then underwent prison and torture; to be
murdered yean later on Cortéds' march to Honduras, He &
How revered in Mexico as a national hero, (See Figs. 25-7.)
The downfall of the Aztecs cannot be explained in terms of
European history, and the standard reasons give 3 falss picture.
Mintemama, singled out by European suthors asa weak and
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vacillating monarch, was a tribal leader devaid of the consti-
weional rights of 4 European sovercign, His cmpire is also 3
European creation, since it consisted, i reality, of com-
munities sufficiently intmidated to pay tmbute, but in no wise
bound to Aztec gm::nmm::] conventions. Warriors the
Aztees were, bue not soldiers i the Enropean sense. Given, as
we lhave said, the requitite leadership and organization, any
European expeditionary force could have taken Mexico, The
ragically courageous resistance at Tenochtitlan was nota mili-
tary defence so moch 25 3 heroie group action by individuak
fighting for theif lives, _
Hunger and thisst, plagues and wounds, had so weak-
encd the Aztees that they could ot resise. The horrors of the
tasz stand made by these desperate people are oo awhd w
describe. For long after, the memory of the tragedy lingered
about the place, a sort of exhalation of spiritual uncleanliness
like that of a haunted hovse or the scene of a enime. All
through the Colosial éra, and even up to now, the northern
“district of Mexico has found favour neither s 3 residential
guarter nor 25 a business centre, ‘To-day there are railrpad
yards and slums where the Aztee civilizaton bled to desth
The ghosts of its heroic defenders still haune the place,



CHAFTER XV

THE AZTECS AFTER THEIR
CONQUEST

The kistory of the Aziecs after the Congues and mgpestion
Sor & toar throngk thelr domain

Azrc civilization died, but the Astece il live. Remove the
pure-blooded Indian from Mexico, and you lose two-fifths of
the population; take out those with Indian blood in their veim,
and a bare twentieth of the popalation will remain. The G
of Mexico is an Indian face. Yet travel in Mexico and read it
history, and you will sec, a5 if in strara, the impress of the
colonial period, the republic, the empite of Maximilian, the
dictatorship of Diaz and the modern social thinking of the Re-
volution. The Indiun civilization you do not see, except for it
descendants, who are everywhere, who are the Mexican people.
Though their outward aspect and their matecial and social cul-
ture are European, the stamp of the Aztee charaeter is on their
ninds, just as the masonry of broken Aztec temples ks built into
the walls of their churches (1),

The original purpose of the Crown and the Chiirch was o
convert. the Indian population mto Spanish citizens wich full
civic rights, For two generations the authorities almost suc-
ceeded in their imtent; but finally the individulism o em-
phasized in Buropean culture broke through their legislatve
controls, and the white conqueron reduced the Indians 1o
slavery. Now, after 400 years, it seems that the present Repub-
lican government mighe achieve by means of their Indian edu-
cition programme the humane putpose formulated under the
colonial system.

After 1520, when the Conquest was cstablished, the Spani-
ardd began the process of canverting a marmred Indisn culrare
into a Eutopeant ane. The conquerors were granted lands, and

ELL]
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in rerumn were supposed to exploit the new territory for the
economic advantage of Spain. The Church had in its custody
the education of the Indians and their spintual and corporal
welfare. The different monastic orders undertook the conrrol
of the Indians in specified localities. Their first steps were to
eradicate the local idolatry and to learn the language and cos-
tomns of their new charges, the better to-accomplish convee-
sion (2).

The friars, especially selected for the task, showed great un-
desstanding, They immediately replaced one theological struc-
turc with another. The Indians tore down their temples o
build churches and monasteries in their place. The use of sta-
tues and paintings in Catholic ritual answeeed so well the re-
quirements of Aztec worship that the friars had great trouble
i preventing adoration of the images themselves. (Sec Plate
26, middle.)

The stodies that the friars mado of the Indian customs were
admirahle, with the Franciscans and Dominicans showing ex-
ceptional abilities (3). The children of Indian tribal leaders were
educated in schools to spread the gospel. Under this Spanish
comtrol there was no recognition of the old communal land
tenure, o the Aztecs were frozen nto possession of the lands
that they occupied by tribal sanction. The chiefs who had held
the m=ge of the official lands found themselves the owners of
extenuive ‘estates by which: their descendants could profie.
"The Spaniards married into chiefly families, which t]n:}r be-
lieved ‘hereditary, according to their own cultural patcern.
I some cases chiefs, like those of Tlaxcals, received coars of
grms and patents of nobility from the king for their service in
the Spanish canse. Out of 190 coats of arms presented for ser-
vices during the Conguest of Middle and South America, at
lease tventy were granted to Indians. In comsequence theee
tovk place 2 modest renascence of Indian culture. Indian
suthoes like Ixdibcochitl and Chimalpahin set forth, in Span-
ish or Nahuatl, the annals of their forebears as proof of their
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descent from great Indisn nobles and of dicir right to Spanish:
honours as weil (4). (See Plate 44.)

The old culture died slowly. Tn the Indian towns the records
were kept in both Spnn&hmdxhcuHAmcpiqugraphac
system to avoid dispute. Dress maintained i old form, except
that che friars hnsisted on wrowering the Indians, The rich agri-
culture was a great boon to the conquerors, who modified it
lrte except for the addition of fruit trees and wheat, House-
hold utensils, like pottery, revealed an engaging fusion: of In-
dian and Spanish idess, and glazing delighted the Indians, who
applied the fux to purely sbongina) forms. Some enchanting
lirtle sculprures in clay reveal dhe old gods and goddesses mas-
querading as saints in 2 very thin disguise,

The Indians were used to building temples, and it scemed
to thenr perfectly fitting that they should hbour long hours
w great numbers to rear structures honouring the new gods,
The convension was so popular that the churches wera too
small to hold the worshippers, and several conventual wmples,
like Acelman, Actopan and Tlalmanaleo, had chapels which
opened on 3 large court to accommodate converes who gath-
ered licerally in tems of thousands. Indian craftsmen found
steel teoks 2 superb improvement on their stone hammers and
cliisels. After the original plateresque architecture shufted into
baroque they revelled in shaping the blocks into ornate shapes,
for it was as casy as cutting cheese in comparisan to the labous
of their aboriginal days (5).

This period of fusion lasted for almost 2 century- In the
meantime the original Conguistadory and their descendanss,
together withi [ster immigrants to the new: colony, had en-
croached more and more on the natives, The development of
the mining indwstries absorbed thousands of Indiams, lured ro
work for 3 pittance under nobsome conditons which broughe
tickness and even death. The exercise of the: encomiends, an
armangement whereby a man had the right to a native's libour
in return for his care-and the assurance of his religious in-
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stroction, Jed to abwmse of the privilege, and the luckless In-
dizns were reduced to serfdom. European disesses, like small-
pox, measles and rwberculosis; wiped out great sections of the
population, which had no hereditary resistance to such malad-
23, The Crown and the Church, through its Cauneil of the
Tndies, sent questionnaires and enacted ameliorative legidation
on the basis of the information received, but such laws were
more honoured in the breach than in the observance. Many of
the whites who went to New Spain wanted to get rich and en-
jor an casy old age in the homeland, Othiers who had settled
i the country enjoyed an almoss feudal existence, no part of
the profits and comforts of which they wished to yield, either
Sor the betterment of the Indians or for the enrichment of the
Crown. When the British desmroyed the Armada in 1458 and
wieskened Spanish sea-power, the communication between the
mother country and the colonies became increasingly difficule.
Cantrol was loosened, and laws for the benefic of the Indiane
were ignored. They became, indeed, an inferior majority,
Lbouring as peons without hope of legal or social justice (6).
Mosz of the Indians lose their land and laboured on huriendss
or iy the mines, Some communities like Thixcala, having per-
formed norble service to the Crown during the Conguest,
kept their bnd, although they had lost social statws. Other
groups, like the lake peuples of Xochimileo and Chalea, occu-
pizd territory which the Spaniards comsidered msuizible for
their own parposes. A fourth group lived relatively unmol-
osted in priminve litde villages tucked away in the moantaing.
These refugees had ken to the hills not only because of the
whitg coniquerors, but also to avoid the rising Indian powets in
the centuries before the Conquest. The several score linguspey
and dialects spoken in Mexico are preserved in these tiny vil-
lapes where the inhabitans are only lightly vencered with

& v - .
What remains of Indian culture to-day is Jargely the blend
of early indigenous practices with the teaclings of the frfars in
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the sixteenth cenury. Yer the physical type and the languages
have resisted absorption for four conturies. In Mexico there i
hardly-a group which remains as completely Indian a5 some
of the North American tribes; but they, after all, have for the
mast part been conquered and put on reservations only in the
last three generations. The groups who. lad earlier contact
witl the whites were exterminated many yeass ago (7).

The Mexican Indians have endured and have done the work
af Mexico for four centurics. They have seen the whites
strugazle for the right to consume the fruits of theis Libour.
They probably do not realize that the unmixed group of the
ruling class gets smaller each generation, having in the last cen-~
tury dropped from thirteen per cent 1o seven per cent of the
popuiation, Individuals, like Juarez the Liberator, and Diaz. the
greatest of Mexicin dictators, shouldered theic way from the
snoiymous Indim mass to lead the country and modernize it
culture, The men of the Revalution had Indian blood in their
veins, and one of them, former President Lazaco Cardenas,
has made superhuman efforts to drag the Indians out of hond-
age into participation in the active and political life of the
country,
The cafts of Mexico are the prodoct of Indian hands,
Humble artisans have handed down from genetation to genera-
tion the love of the old days, the waditions of form and pat-
tcm.ﬂtisb:dgmun&.ﬁknrlntnf&wmdﬂmlkn-up-ofﬂm
people, was illumined in the Mexican Renascence, when dus-
ing the Revolution Mexican painters like Orozeo, Rivera and
Goitia, and Foreigners like Charlot, becanie comscious of
Mexico's native Americn background. It is beside the poing
thas Mexico's ast is technically derivative from Europe. Socl-
aﬂyudmﬂumﬂyhttﬁ:uulymﬂymmmlmwlmh
lives in the world to~day (8).

The visitor to Mexico is strongly canscious of the Indian.
Sometimes he is appalled by the apathy of the people who have

been oppressed for so muny. years, whose nutions and whose
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temples have been levelled to make the foundations of 2 new
society. Yet in thew days, when our American world has
greater meaning for us, we can think mors deeply of those
carlier colonists from another continent who, like ounelves,
buils a new world.

Mexico, the most Amerian of American tations, opes a
thrilling petspective down the corridoss of time. One cn
read widely and yet completely miss the sense of a still-living
past which affects the visitor to this extraordinary country. To
take 2 car and drive through the rich valleys. hemmed in by
their mountain ramparts, s to-absorb the full Aavour of our
Indian past. A formighe so spent will enable a visitor to survey
much of the Aztec domain (g).

The first day orie should visit the Museur, just to realize
the bulk and quantivy of dhe infinitesimal pare of Indian work-
manship. housed there, A block away, near the Cathedrl,
yawis an excavation which reveals a3 comer of the Great
Temple's stair. The street behind the Cathedral, running east
and west, prodisced myriads of corembnial objects, cast out
from the temple by the outraged conquerors, The Zocalo, the
great Pliza de b Comstitucién, covers the main: square of
Tenochttlan, lts 20 feot of foundation arc made of the temples
rorn. down: for the greater glory of God, and heaven knows
what incomparable masterpieces of Aztecart are bunied there.
The Presidennal Palace on the west rests on the ancient halls of
Montezumi A few blocks north the murals of dhe Ministry of
Public Educanion show the tragedy of the Indian and his libera-
don, painted in the full dde of Rivera's genim (10), (Sce
Plate 51, bottom.)

After lunch in the neighbourhood the visitor may well drive
west past the Palace of Bellas Arees, buils just beyand the an-
cient shore of Tenochritlan in the former laike bottom. The
mﬂmdparkofﬂup.dupu:mzﬂ:zmn fcrthccypussu,
hoary with Spanish moss, date from Montezuma’s time. Here
the Tenochcas made their brst settlement, the elder Monte-
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zuma built the aqueduct for his city 20d the younger had 2 re-
lief carved in hiis honour. Crowning the hill srands the palace
of the Austrian Maximilian, emperor of all the Mexicans dur-
ing our Civil War, and at this place a few years previowly 3
handful of Mexican military-school cadess stood off a brigade
of United States Regulars in their onc unhappy conilice with
their southem neighbour.

Turning south, one may visit the little palace of che chief of
Mixcoac and go on through the Vills Obregon (San Angel) to
see the remains of the Lower Middle Culture peoples buried
under the lava of Copilco. Then, turning west and south, one
may pass through Tizapan, where the Tenoclicas spent the un-
happy years of their captivity, and drive out over the Pedregal
to Caicuilco. Here the oval temple of the Upper Middle pe-
oples cmerges from the surrounding lava waste, 3 dismal and
uncanny background, appropriate to this carliest monument
of Mexican religion. Then the visitor can recurn to Mexico via
Tlalpam and Coyoacan, on a road buile over the same cause~
way which Cortés followed into Tenochutlan. (Sec Plate 18,
bottom.)

The secand day, equipped with lunch or self-control, the visi-
tor might drive out on the Calle de Tacuba, which follows the
old western causeway to ancient Tlacopan, Here Cortés made
his dismal retreat, and two blocks are named from Alvarado’s
famous Jeap. The cypress beneath which Cortés wept is worth
a glance, and the church in the main pliza of Azcpotzalco,
capital of Toltec and Tepanee chiefs, squats heavily on the re-
mains of 3 once-lofty platform. The votive emple of Los Re-
medios on the hills behind was built where Cortés re-formed
liis shattered army and has a wonder-working statue of the
Virgin, patroness of the Conquistadors.

ing the hill, the visitor can pass through Tlalne-
pantla, where the chrch is built from the ruins of temples, and
go on to Tenayycs, Here the Mexican archacologists ]l:nnli!-
sected, as with a surgeon’s knife, the six temples thae epitom-
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ize the history of that town from its Chichimee foundation
utitil its canguest i 1520. On thehills to the east, at the foot of
which runs a Spanishaqueduce, are sirung the Middle Calture
sites of El Arbolillo, Ticoman and Zacatenco. (Sce Plates 1,
$0.)

1t would be weorth while to visiz, on returning, the Villade

Guadalupe, built in heour oF the iPp,:ﬁﬁmn‘fﬂ:l: Virgin to
Juan Diego. Her portrair, miraculously painted, s preserved in
the chitrch; and in December the Indisns come from miles
around to honour their special parrones, juse as before the
Cognquest they made pilgrimages to this very spot to do hon-
our to Tonantm, the Aztec Goddess of Motheshood, Re-
turming by way of the mdent northern canseway, the vititon
should turn right at Peralviflo and pas by the grubby ratlroad
yands and slums which cover Thltwelolco and i famois mar-
Eet-place snd the site of the-Azicc Cuasheomoc’s fast stand
against the Spaniards.

On the third diy the tourist should visit Teotithuacan, re-
traversing the notthern quseway and passing through Guada-
Nupe. Thie road skirrs the st ke of Texcoco and crosses, on
3 caseway of Spanich construction, the straits between it und
the tow-drained Xaltocin, The strategic site of Chiconauhth
3t its norchern terminus offers licde to see, but farther on itk

wﬁlWMr@nmdm&:gmrﬁmhnmlndjm Schpaol, or
Convent, ‘convento”, as the Spaniards called any establish-
ment where the frizss educated the Indians, In che distance
loom the pyramids of Teotihuacan; 2 shore drive through In-
dian villages brings the motorist to this site, the most impos-
fng in Mexico. The ruins arc a mibute to the cultural intereses
af the present government, winuch has expended much tme
andd maney i interpreting snd uncovering the remains. There
s 2 good muscum where one can se the craftumanship of
the builders of this magnificent sacred dicy, which still rérains
mtich of the grandenr of its ancient days. (See Plates 21-4.)
Thete is 2 good rstaurant at Teotihuacan, and after lunch



the visitor should go back as far 25 Tepexpan and ke the
abominable road to Texcoco, excepe in the rainy season, when,
the town can be reached only by the main road from a poine
swuth of Mexico City, On the way one should visic the re-
mains of Nezahualcoyot!'s palace, where magnificent cypresses
border 2 garden.and in their shade one éan evoke memories of
the life of the poet king. Some rough miles farther on, Texcoco
reflects none of its former grandeur. Itisan old, gd ows, dim
and ruined. A few mounds at the castern entrance are gloamy
reminders of its ancient splendours. One passes Hisexotls and
its great wall s ane reourns to Mexico by the main road; and
hard by at the agricultural school in the hadenda of Chapmgo
are some of the best of Rivera'sfrescos, symbolizing dicgrowth
and fertiliey of the Mexican earth and translating Aztec idcas
inte medermn painting.

An alternative procedure would be to'give 2 tourth day to
the Texooco region. Leaving Mexico by tho eastern road, pass
south along the desolate salt marshes of Lake Texcoco and
turn cast at Los Reyes ont the main road to Texcoco. At Coar-
linchan 4 tip will command the services of an Indian to tike
one 1o sec the massive Tolrec monument to the Goddess of the
Waters, which lics unfinished in a gulley, a long hali-hour’s
walk from the town. Retuming to the car, go to Chapingo
and Huexotls, and at Texcoco tum off to see the rock-cue
baths of Nezahnaleoyotl, built into the hill behind Texcot-
cngo, The countryside i dotted with Jietle towns, and the
Indian and Colonial perinds are very close to the surface.

The fourth day (ar fifth, if 2 day each is given to Teotihia-
can and Texcoco) could stare a profinable two-diy tour to
Cuernavaca. The motorise will have an unforgettable ex-
perience il he takes the back road via Xochimiloo, Tulyahualeo
and Chaleo, where direct descendants of the ancient tribesinen
occupy their old lakelands and il them as did their ancestors,
Still speaking Mahuatl, they pole their canoes through the nee-
work of canals surrounding their chinampas, ot garden plots,
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Leaving the lakes, one climbs high into the mountains, ap-
proaching the great volcanoes of Popocatépetd (Smoking
Mountain} and I:mmhua:] {WhiteLady) by the nearestroute.

Tlalmanalco §s the fiststop, and here a fine open chapel com-
bines pure elements of Indian and European sculpture in =
church built from the stones of a destroyed temple. The road
sscends past the shrine of Amecamecs, through Ozumba, and
‘drope into 2 new world, the hot Valley of Morelos, home of
the Tlahusicas, The motorist goes past sugar ldciendar bumed
during the revolution, through Yolotepes, seat of a Tlahuica
tribe and bonse of the feared revolutionary leader Zapats, and
ascends again to reach Cuernavaca for lunch,

Here the Conguest s starkly represented by the huge forti-
fied church and Coreés” palace, now the seat of the state gov-
ernment, wiere Rivera has painted an exciting fresco of the
conquest and subjugation of the once-powerful Tlahuicas. Ax
the railroad station is:a cluster of temples, one of which is ex=
sraordinarily well preserved and represents the dramaric values
ﬂhm%m?mﬁwhﬁmhﬂmmm
Nahuatl-speaking village of Tepoztlan, w ple blend
the material and spirinaal cultures of Indian Mx::;!; colonial

and the modern republic. The great convent towers over
the shartered sculptures from the ancient temples, but, high in
the monntains and easily accessible to those sound m wind and
limb, the temple of the Tepozteco stands battered but unsub-
dued. Retuming to Cusrmavacy, 4 few mounds on the nght of
the road at Thaltenango are 3 furtive monument to the Upper
Middle Culture people whose remains at Gualupita were stu-
died in a brickyard near the Horel Selva. (Sec Plae 28,
bottom.)

After passing the night in one of the many good hotels in
this charming resort of Cucrnavaca, one can drive down the
Taxco road and turn ac Alpuyeca to visit the hill ciry of Xochi-
aloo, The main temple has 3 superb carved facade which
would suggest a Maya origin were it not for the fire-sakes,
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dates and nrualistic symbolism of Mixteca-Puchla Culeore,
Probably of cleventh-century onigin, this may have been 1
main outpost of those people whese culture originated Aztec
cvilization. The site is almost imtouched, and the uncovered
mounds and terraces undoubiedly contain sculprures and pot-
tery that will illumine many dark places in Indian history. Tax-
co can be firted in for lunch and Mexico City reached by nighe-
fall over a fine road across the mountains. The waveller will
realize how the mountain chains scaled off onie group of people
from another, so that language, acc and culture counld develop
along special lines without outside imfluence. Coming down -
from the heights, the panorama of the southern Valley is laid
out below one: the lakes, the valley floor and, looming up in
the centre, the Hill of the Star, where cach fifty-two years the
Aztecs received the promise of contimued lifie

On the sixth diy (seventh in the alternative schedide) the
rugged traveller who can maintain this schedule might mke a
dramatic two-day wrip to Pucbla. Drving down the southern
shore of Texcoco, where ‘the sedge is withered from the like
and uo birds sing”, he crosses the motntain chain to the south-
cast, close under the snow-covered shoulders of the great vol-
canoes. As he emerges from the pine forests on the other side,
the rich Valley of Puchla opens before him. At San Cristobal
a mound crowming a big hill on the left-was the chief offertory
of 3 group of Middle Culture mounds at the base, bug they are
not worth the dme available, so that the motorist pushes on
to Texmelucan, where he tums left on the road to Tl
cala. Here the Indian population is prosperous because Spain
recognized the services of ity mose effective allies and did not
let them be despoiled. The town itsclf 5 old and charming,
little affected by change since the eighteenth century. The old-
est church in Mexico, where the first Indian baptism ook place,
& on an eminence near the contre of the town. Across the rver
HTmthnﬂumhnﬁ:ﬂ:mplcwhmcpﬁntu&ﬂnmlhdI
colours still preserved, depicr the great god Tezcatlipoca and
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some of the symbolism of the ancent religion. Nearhy a
former open chapel, delightfully naive, s screened by an aro-
cious nineteenth-century church. There are also dhie dubious
remiaims of an carly sixteenthecentury house, said to be the res-
dence, afier the Conguest, of Xicotencat], who led the armies
of Tlaxcala. Nearhy can be seen the spot where Corvés buile
ltis brigantines to be mansported, piecemeil, to the lakes of
the Valley, (See Plate 57, top left)

Reruming to Tesmelucan for lunch, one regaing the Pus-
tla road and stops at the once-important Gry-state Huexpt-
cmgo. The earliest civilization is oblitcrated by a marvellous
old Franciscan convent, where simple, honest construction re-
fiects the virtues of these holy men who accomplished the con-
version of the Indians. The measure of their success can be
gauged by the huge court, or amio, where the Indians congre-
gated in thousands to hezr Mass.

" Rack to the road, in less than an hour Chalula looms on the
hocizan, Hundreds of little churches, whose coloured tiles
shimumner in the sun, bear wimess to 3 dense population which
anee had & temple in cach place where a church i now. One
can see why people Fom this region made their way 1o the
Valley to et living space. Even to-day every field & cultvared.
Fhe peaple themselves are very Indian, and the stmange sounds
of Nahuatl often break m on the smooth syllables of Spanish,
The big temple of Cholula 1s incredible. It seems like the coun-
perpart of Babel, ro-which the friars compared it. On wp the
clunch rests proudly, and on a terrace below are the remains of
rooms and the altar enclosing human burials, all carcfully ex<
cavated by povernment archacologists. Within the big moand
pus preore than 3 mile of tunnels, which the archacologists hol-
lowed From the adobe bricks to follow the walls and seairs of
the Toltec ceremonial precinet of earlier times, Decp inude
tiescoed representations of the Bunedfly God are awe-inspiring
1y the dim lamem ligh, (See Plate 36, middle.)
Pasting on to Puebla iuelf, one finds 3 large provingal town,



whese dull respecrability s leavened by the burst of inventive
creativeness teflected in the ornate church architecture. Hxa-
mination of Pucbla and its museum cam be made during the
morning of the next day, afrer which the return 1o Mexico
City s sccomplished leisurety.

Another variation is to drive past Puchly to Tepesca, the
old Scgura de la Frontera of the Conquess, and thence through *
2 desolate waste to Telumean. Here ane may oum up over the
hills to Orizaha and dawn into the maoist, wopical regions of
Céedisba, through populous Indian termitory. O one miy
leave one's car and take the erain 1o Oaxaen, if the road hasnot
yet beett completed.

Caxaca i a charming provincial capital, unchanged sinee
colonial d.::,':. The ]ufty hill which dominates the CI-L? i COMm-
pletely rransformed by the rerraces, temples and tombs which
constitute the great Zapotecsite of Monte Alban. Another val-
ley, another culture, another lanpuuge, make this eegion into
one more Indisn world. The sins of Mitla $re exqjuidte preat
buililingy, and their mntricate wall carvings attest the wkill of
their Mixtee architeets. The regional mumsenm in: Oaxacs
Biouses, besides collections drawn from Mitld and othier parts
of the state, the superb jewel collection found in Tamb 7 at
Monte Alban. Indian life s near the surface at Oaxaca, and x
the market one can hear not only the Zipotes and Mixtec of
the rival groups who contested thic hegemony of the valley,
but the fanguage of other mountain traders who bring their
own abscure tongues to this modern babel. (See Plates 8o,
11.] '

A trip easily accomplished from Mexico City leads over the
mountains to Toluca, the capital of the state of Mextico, where
ing the varied handiwark of the Matlatzings, the Indian
group who held this valley, Beyond Toluca the ruing of Calie-
tahusca boast a round temple to the Wind among the strue-
tites reared in-honour of thelr gods. The more venturesome
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motorist who has no fesr of bad roads should drive down past
Metepee to Tenancingo, and from there go by car, by horse ot
ani foot to Malinalco, These rock—cur temples are really theifl-
ing, both because of the fine rving and for the strangely re-
mote effect they produceon the visitor. In this mountain niche
one can look far down the valley and back to the remples
which, hewn from the rock, were cognate to their gods; en-
visaged in the manifold varieey of nature.

If our visitor has not yet been overwhelmed by these skele-
tons of 3 onee-lively civilization be can By to Yucaran, Chi-
chen lza, Uszmal, Labnsh, are great white ceremonial'centres
that thrust themiclves from the enveloping bush, HalEhidden
in thatched villages, prowing theiz com in little dearings, the
modern Mayas carry on their ancient life, but their religion has
lost much, and 2 simple Catholicism tinged with magic pro-
vides o slender bond with the supernatural. A visit to Yocaen
will enhance the conception: of the variery of the Mexican
world, where once men of many tongues and many tribes
wroughs our their destinies: (See Plates 67, 12.)

The civilization of the Indian may not offer a direct inspira-
tion to us modem individuabises, yet we have profited from
their labour in our food plmts and the wealth produced by
our neiglbour republics to the south, In this world, tom with
hate and war, adrift without an anchor or a compass with
which to chart our course, we may well consider theirexample,
The Indians worked together for their common good, and no
sacrifice was too great for their corporate well-being. Man's
strenigels lay in the physical and spiritual welfare of the tribe,
and the individual was honoured only masmuch as he conri-
bumdwdmmtmmslgnn&.'ﬂmlndimdvdimﬁuumy
have been powerless to resist the culture of the Western world,
but iz did not consume itself; as we are doing, in the expression
of military power. i

The Americancountries to-dayshate theideal of the republic
and mdrndual freedom. 'We share aleo an oliler tradition left
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us by our Indian forebears, that of mutual service for the benefit
of man. With our continents spread before us, we have bound-
less ppportumity to create o zarth a wider life for everyone,
an American cvilization where old and new contributions to
human welfare may be fused and amalgamarted for the benefit
of all.



POSTSCRIPT

BY C. A. BURLAND, P.E. AT

SiNcE this book was completed many archaeological inyesi-
gations, then in progress, have reached unexpecied conclus
jons. New discoveries have been made. Some problems have
been solved, and raise in their wn new problems. And George
Vaillang has died.

This Postscript is, therefore, something of a memorial vo 2
great scientist. The careful reader will note how some of s
Vaillant’s more smarding theories have been amply justified;
how new excavation has-clanfied problems which he was the
first to. bring to the attention of scientises; and how biy pa
taking excavations at Zacatenco, Ticoman and Bl Arbolille
have esuiblished a typology still in force for the " Archaic’
Middle Cultures of Mexico — and have been the models an
which many a subsequent rescarcher has conducted his ex-
plorations. For many a year to come Dr Vaillant's boak will re-
miain a classic, It s the best geneml ntroduction to its subjecr,
and will remain of permanent valtie to serious students, as well
23 providing fascnating reading for all who chance to tum irs

For our shors review of the position of Mexican archacology
up to 1948, we will begin in the land char the Aztecs 30 em-
ically mude their own, the Valley of Mexico. Long before

the Astec days, perhaps 10,000 years ago, the fertile Valley had
passed chrough a period of desert conditions; but Before thas
the Lake had been lirger than ever it was in historic times, Not
fu&umeulmmndnmﬂmuFT:pﬂpm where in
prehistoric tme clephants and the extinag American horse
browsed on the rushes of the swampy shore, Here Indian hon-
tess chisted che atimals and slew them with weapans pointed
#. Auther of Art dnd Life i Ansdm? Aerice, Bruno Camirer, Ondiord, sgyd)
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with fakes of chalcedony. The remaing of such 2 hunter were.
found in Febriary 1947 by Dr Helmuth de Terra. The skoll and
much of the skeleton were well preserved in unmistakable
assocration with the extince Archidiskodon elephant. A new
chapter had boen added to Mexican prehistory. Scientific ex-
amination in Washington proved dhat thir man, who lived by
hunting elephants in Mexico 15,000 years ago, was very like
the more *primitive’-looking Indims of the Mexican platcan
to-dy. Yet be was u contemporary of the late Palacolithic
cave-painters of Europe.

Furthee investpations of cave sites as well as of the Lake de-
posits of the Mexican Platean have yickded stone flaked imple-
ments somewhat similar to those foand i the South-western
U.S.A, at Sandia and Folsom. Later, 3 local stono-faking ir:-
diatry developed, It i named the Chalco culture, and must
have lusted 3 long time unril hunting as 2 means of livelihood
stowly gave place to agriculeure and such villages 33 those ex-
cavated ar Bl Arbolille and Zacstenco arose w bear evidence
that man had discovered an easier means of living,

An even more sensational development in Mesican arch-
acology has been associated with the excavations at Tula, m
theState of Hidalgo, some 30 miles north of Mexico City, Tra-
dition bad always referred this rather unimprossive group of
mounds to Tollan, capital of the Toltess, Fifty years ago both
Teoberr Maler atd Désind Charnay had noted thar the few
fragments of sculprure visible at Tuls were like the work seen
i the ruing of Chichen lez in Yucamn, Chichen was known 1o
be the centre of the Xin fimily, who cliimed to be descended
from the Toltec Lords of Tula. Their remacks were Jost in
mavel books that were toon ourmoded by new and more seric
ous works, and their idea was not revived becatse researchens
in Yucstan choughe their ficld had no connection with dhe
archacology of the Mexican Plateau. The Toltecs themaelyes.
were involved in the philosophy of the nineteenth-century
materialism, which interpretad all anciene folk-legend a5 sun-
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myths. Not many people of scientific standing were willing to
helicwve that the incient records of pre-Spanish Mexico had sy
hasis in fact. Those who believed in the Tolees as 2 real people
eventually triumphed. Dr Vaillant, in particular, was onc of
the earliest of modemn researchers to appreciate the value of the
ancient written records, The records however, described the
Toltees as “The Architects” par exvellence. Where in Mexico
was to be found any ruin that might be construcred by sucha
people? The obvious, and anly, sitc was Teotihuacan, with its
astounding pyramids of the Sun and Moon. To confirm the
sirrise; the connection of Tolteos with Choluly was known,
and excavations in the pyramid at Cholula had brought to
light pottery, buildings and frescocs like those of Teorihua-
‘eatt, So it came sbout that every well-educated Mexicanist
was taught that Teotihuacan was once Tollan, capinl of the
imighty Toltecs
Ins 1941 Mexican archasologists set to work on a project for
the excavation of Tuls. The enterprise is by no means com-
pleted yet, but s the resules have accumulated year by year,
1¢ has become clear that Tula was indeed an important city.
Even in minoe deails of art work and costume the sculptures
of Tula resembled those of Chichen Itza, This was a faic eri-
werion of the Toltee art style, accepted by all the experts, But
the poetery of Tuls was mostly the potwery of the Mazapan
enlture, and included plumbate and yellow-glazed wares of
1ypes that spread far and wide over Middle America, and was
knowri to be later than that of Teotibuacan. Thus was resolved
the riddle that had led the best thinkers among the students of
Mexico's past to postulate the two kinds of Toltec — Toltees of
Teotihuscan and Taltee—Chichimees. The Toltecs of the tra-
ditions were the people who lived at Tuls; and excavation has
fully justified their reputation as architeco. From die unim-
pressive Monticuls (Mound) B ar Tuls has emerged a very
iewel of a temple pyramid, far better proportioned and more
richly decorated than anythinig that came later, and far more
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delicate than auy of the massive monuments of Teothuacan,
Alss, it cannot be proved to be the House of the Frog that
Ixtlilcochitl so often praises. It deserves @ better name than juse
'Monticulo B,

Of course Tula has provided another puzzle — foreseen by
Dr Vaillant in his Puebla-Mixteca complex. For in the vesti-
bule of Monticulo B have been found pottery vessels of dis-
tinctively Mixtee type, and 1 painted relief frieze that might
liave been taken from one of the painted Coidices made by the
Mixtecs of Oaxaca four centurics later m dme, Tt scems, then,
that the Mixtecs were descended from an important section of
the Toltec people, and thae in truth some echoes of Toltee
wradition may still be deciphered in the paintings of such books
as the great Codex Vindobonensis now in Vienna and the Co-
dices Bodley and Selden in the Bodleian Library st Oxford.
The whale excavation has amply justificd the relation, in pot-
tery sequenices, of Mazapan (Toltec) = Aztec 1, I, 1M1, etc. The
early *Aztec’ periods belong to the time when warring city-
states of Chichimec people, led by Toltec families surviving
from the divil war, fought for the overlordship of the Valley
of Mexico, The Aztec Il and IV represent the rise of the Az-
tees themselves as final victors in the struggle.

Well, now that we know Tollan to have been situated at
Tula, what are we going to do about Teotthuzcan? This great-
estof all mined sites in Mexico is an embarrassingly heavy baby
to be Jeft on archacologists” hands. But that is just what has
happened. We do not know how this great ciry began, not
why it was sbandoned half-ruined by its nameless builders.
Were they the *Xicalaneas' of the old chironiclis? We cannor
tell, so, for the sike of clear thinking, we just call these people
the Teothuacancs. They built other great centres, as you
know, at Cholula and at Azeoporzaleo, These all includad
remples and courtyards, and many-roomed howes with fres-
coed wall. There has been no trace of metal reported from a
Teotihuacano site — yet' there 5 some evidence that the con-

u
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Jtemporary Maya people of the sixth and seventh cenpuries
An. may have known the rudiments of casting gold and
Teotthuscano are s not like that of the Aztecs, and has fow
points-of contact with that of the Toltecs. It is on the whele an
“architectural and very formal art, dealing with severe planes
and masses radhier than delicate omament. There is 3 welcome
‘relicl in the litde pontery figurines, which are oftenr quite
charming, even when their faces have been made in a mould
In the representation of gods there & swme contact with Maya
eonventions; and Teotihuacan in its great days had a very great
influenice on the ars of the developing Zapotee culture on
Monte Alban, as we know from the intensive researches con-
ducted by Dr Alfonso Caso ac thar famous site.

Historically all the contacts of Teotihuscan seem to have
“been with the south and south-west of Mexico. A beautifil
Jade plaque and other artifacts of the classical Maya period have
been found near Teotithuscan; and here and there Teatihita-
cin0 pottery types occur in Chiapas and the Peten, There ot
have been considerable trade poing on when the great ruitied
city was in its beyday of the Teotihuacan I period. Other
eyidence comes from still farther afield. In 1947 was published
the record of several years' pamstaking research by Dr Kidder
and his associates av Kaminaljuyn, near Guatemala Ciry, The
Teotihuacanos had been there, too. In one level of the excava-
tions Teotihuacan 11l pottery occurred in such great quanrities
thar, rather than postulate trade exchange on such an over-
whelmung scale, Dr Kidder &s driven to conclude that there
may haveTbeen an acrial occupation of Kaminaljuyu by Teoti-
luacano people, Whether it was the result of war or not we
have uo cloe,

There isa histary to be unravelled by the excavator in Teo-
tihuzcan, the Ciey of the Rain God, Thloc. In Teothuacan
L its figurines contnue some of the maditions of the old
Middle Cultures of the néighbourhood, but in a new dress,
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as if the poteers were interpretinga new dvilization which had
reached them from ourside, Later the city develops to great
richness of omament and archivteoure ... it i obviowly the
centre of 3 great civilization with lebsure forthe refinements of
ant. Every new find, including the newly-uncovered frescoes
of the "Earthly Paradise’, emphasizes the impartance of the
water-gods to the Teotthuueanos: Everywhere one sees the
strange, spectacle-eyed, tusked-mouthed figure of Tlaloc. The
grear monohithic statue of 3 goddess has symbols on her feet
that can be read as the later glyph we know to mean *water”,
Thicse people rade far and wide in Middle America, and at the
hieight of their civilizition they end. lmages are smashed.
Howse walls are broken down. At Xolalpan, Dr Sigvald
Linné found 3 Toltec (Mazapan) burial which had been made
ity a1 older mound. The grave had been dug through rained
mud walls as if the Toltec workmen had no knowledge char
a rumed building lay there. How long was the time gap b=
tween the rum of this suburb of Teotihuacan and the coming of
the Tokecs? Or was there any-ceal gap? Perhaps the burial was
late, and the Toltecs themselves smashed Teonhuacan when
they were founding Tala - the dates in the chronicles would
give colour to such an idea.

To tun from the Mexican Plateau we may briefly review
the results of excavation in other parts of the country, Waork
on sites in Southern Mexico has extended our knowledge of
the culture revealed at Tres Zapotes and Ls Venta. Since this
part of the country was occupicd in historic tmes by the Ol
mecs (People of the Rubber Country) it has been common to
describe the new culture as Olmec, but scientises have agreed
that, with no written history 1o check; it is better o use the
wrm “Ea Ventm Culture’, and so avoid misconceptions such
as occurred with the use of *Taltec’. Painstaking research at
many smiall sites in Tabasco and southern Vera Cray, together
with considerable study of the specimens in Musenms and eol-
lections which show traces of the typically ‘La Ventan” asc
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scyles, has revealed this as an independent avilization, It scems

to have Hourished in the first fow centuries n.c. and A.p: and

penetrated the Tthmus of Tehuantepec, und even imfluenced
well into the mountains of Oaxaca and Guerrero.

The La Venta culture was the first " High Culture” of Mex-
co proper; its echoes arc seen on the earliest carvings of the
'Danzantes” at Monte Alban, Whether it was earlier or later
than the cirlicst development of 3 high culture among the
Maya peaple i unknown, but on balance at the moment it
secns that the two developments were panallel and had many
features of art and iconography in common. Iis artists had an

skill in working jade; especially a pecubiar blussh vari-
ety that takes a lugh polish, and seenss to have become ex-~
tremely rare in lster imes. Its place of orign has not yet been
determined. Their art'is characterized by areas of high relief
(Bgures, or heads) surrounded by Hat surfaces with incised
line decaration. Immense human heads were carved and altars
erected before them. Paved courtyards may have been the
first ball-courss. Jaguar gods were of great importance, and
for some reason human faces were often distorted so 28 to pre-
sent an everted upper lip and a forchead deft to depict some
resemblance to the symbol for jaguar. Something about the
watcr-creatures also seemed to influence the supersusions of
these people who represent turdes and roads; with human
characters. That they bandaged babics’ heads to give them a
high cylindrical form is almost certain. What is missing alimest
completely is any cross references to other arcas that give a
die to the origin of the La Vena culture,

Not much Ia Venta pottery has been reproduced in colour,
but that litde shows affinities, 2s Dr Vaillant pointed out before
anyone else, with potrery from the Totonac of Vera Cruz,
B otk duter &1 Hate: bacease ¢ focid st Sacrifcins 1
band in assoctation with plumbate wares of Toltee (Mazapan)
style. There is evidence: that this developed Totonac calture
is Jater than tha found ax the pyramud of Tajin, near Papanta.

]
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The art of the Tajin culture has many serange conventions, par-
ticularly the use of double outlines; but it has close resem-
blances to Taltec art in its iconography, and also some relation
with Mayan art. It is associated with stone “woce blades” made
in the form of homan fces, which also occur in Guatemala,
Some of the parallels with its are are aléo to be found ac Santa
Luca Cozumiahualpa m citcumstances which seemv to: date it
as immediately later than Teotihuacan. Similar dating can be
postulsted for the little pyramid of Xochicalco in' Central
Mexico, bated on its art which includes the double outline,
figures with latese Teotihuacano costume, and 3 few day—signs
that paralle] the later syster used by the Toltecs and Asztecs.
It seems as if these coltures (represented by but few remains
that are the resule of propetly conducted excavation) may fill
the gap at the end of Teotiluacan, and perhaps even prove 1o
be the origin of Toltec culture. The pieces from Sta. Lucia
Cozumahualpa in Guatemala have been shown by Mr J. Eric
Thompson to have some kind of connection with a tradition
that the Nahna-speaking people who made them had migrated
because they were oppressed by the *Olmecs’. What Olmecs?
Teotihuacanos? La Venta people? We can prove nothing ex-
cept that the glyphs on the monnments are closely akin to those
used by the Nahus-speaking Toltees of later times, with the
exception of one or two which are very reminiscent of Teod-
huscan. The whole matter i an excellent illustration of the
kind of puzzle presented by archaeological fact to one who
would expound it as history.

In ' Western Mexico Dir Vaillant's judgment has again been
vindicated; the beautifully modelled pottery figures and dogs:
which have proved so attractive to modern artists and col-
lectors are pre-Tarascan in date. The modem practice is m
ascribe them to the *Colima Complex’, a culture of quite
highly civilized type lasting through a long period. It shows
many vanations in type, which are not satisficrorily detec-
mined a1 yet. The Tarascans, who have been credited with the
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art works of this earlier culture, armived only a century or so
before the Spanish Conquest, and had a distinetive pottery
polychrome style of their own.

A minor excavation of some interest to students of Aztec
hiseary has been the discovery of the foundstions of the preat
temple of Tlateloleo in Mexico Gity, The swte of these ruins
s sufficiently good to prove that the pyramid had been en-
larged seven times. If the assumption that these enlargemenn
ook place every fifty-two years is correct, the ciry of Tlarelol-
<o goes back to the end of Toltee times —and is older than the
Aztec armival at Tenochtitlan | Either the temples were rebuile
st more frequent meervals than bad been supposed (one docu-
ment lias very dight evidence of a twenty-year celebration of
building the city of Tenochtitlan), or clic the Aztees falsified
their history for propaganda purposes !

There will yet be many works on ancient Mexiro, because
so much of the record of the past of the fascinating peoples of
Central America has yet to be dug oot of the earth. Ttis a valo-
able study to those who would nnderstand human dvilization
az 2 whole, for the weight of evidence is on thie side of those
who clafm that these fantastic cultures of Middle America are
a native invention. They show by their parallels and diver-
gencies from Old World civilizations just how much variation
and how much similarity the human race displays in its course
from savagery to civilizadon, Whatever may be written in
the futnre will be written with some influences from Dr Vail-.
latit’s book, which has dote 5 grear service in clarifying our
jdeas, and forms a very solid basis for studens to l:lmldﬂufbr
years o comd,

Tuly 1948
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Tenochtithm and on yanows luter arlmcological sudics on the topo-
‘graphy of Tenodhtitlm, the andesr Mexiva Clry,

) Conmurossiy accomers: Can, Lettery, 1008 Diaz del Castillo,
True History, 1908-16; Anonymom Congueror, 1917; Mendicts, His
torie Edesidutica, 1R70; Motolinis, Higerls d¢ Lo Indlar, 19t4; Sshagun,
Hisorla Gmn-j 1018, Vel. . Book 12; Cadex Flortniiie.

Lures srunus: Prescost, Cougredt of Mexica, 10225 Maudilsy, Grost
Temple Encloweres, 1013; Peflafied, Dhestruciidn del Tenplo Mayor, toto:
Alcocer, Mexdoo Tensdhtitlen, 1934; teprodisced M s
ﬂﬁ%m of Berml Diiax "}91 L;.a.m.ll; True é;u.:wr. 1g0s-i6, Vol 31 Plun
e Poper, | of Alpnus de St z, 1560,

l_ (:E?Eu:u:kl (‘inrﬁd.‘ True Hisory, 190816, Vol 2, Chapter
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the Lirnzo dr Tlaxcals. ‘The larees wai prepared 38 3 memurial to thow
the services Tlaxcalan warriots ren the cause of Spaine. This chapter
it adapted from Natueal History, Viol. 30, No. 3, pp. 184-93. March, ro37.
(2 Prescote. Conguese of Aéxive, 1023, Orozco ¥ Bores, Flitiorie Anr-
ea, 1880, Carter, Latiirs, 1908, Diag del Camillo, ';'rur History, 1908-14.
Anouymons ucror, 1917, Do, Hieria, 1867, 1880, Ixtliloochid,
Herribles Crue, 1829, . Hittoriz Gensral, 7038, Vol &
Book 13, Codex Floreniting, Lienza & Tlaveals, :
5 (2)Sahagan, Histeria Grmeral, 1638, Vol 4, Book 13, Clupter I Codex
arenfing, :
Sahagus, Fiktarls General, 1998, Val, 4, Book 12, Chapter VIIL
3 o de Thaxoala, PL 7. vl
Higaris Gentral, 15158, Vol 4, Book 12, Chaprer XX11,
Buran, Hinoria, I 1830, Chapter LXXVL p. sal
{81044z del Camillo, T v 1pei-18, Yol 3, Chapter CXXVIIEL
P 47 wys ool Bauooft, Conguest, Vol. I, p. 480, iays yal at

(715 Historia General. 1938, Vol. 4, Book 12, Chapter XXX

CHAPTER XV

Thiis chapter i the terme rhumd of what the visitor 10 Mexico may we
of the lndian pat. Very properly ons may maert heré, s footaote 1, the
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best: o preparc Ewishnrnt;“h:ﬁ: mi;r“r-m i o

t)bhenry Bamford Parkes, Hitoty of Mexico, Houghton Miffiin Co.
Béu'pm 1938. A history devoted d:?!ﬂ]r to :ukﬂuﬁﬁilnmd rrpuhﬂr.u:

Hetbert Joscph Spinden, Ancens Civilization of Mexico and Midile
Amoricd, Ameraran Mussmn of Naurl Hivory, dbook Scries, No.
3, Mew York, 100k A fce of exposition, short and dmple, -
eredibly packed with knowledge, 2 sine qua non for the understanding
of Indian civilization.

Chiaslss Elandeny, Fiog Mexio, 1. Appleton & Comyprany, Mew York.
1908, An enchanting sencs of imprestious of Mg m:&r Dz,

Bermal Diaz Jel & The True History of the Congurit of New
'%;’n. Hakluyr Sociery, Senies 3, Vol . 23-25, 30, 40, London, 190816,

olil warnor, 2 seldier under Cortiés, gives the most personal acconut
‘olthe Coneiest..
WiEi:m%-lickling Prescott, The Canguest of Mexico, Henry Holt and
Co., New York, 1923, Not only a bmllant account of the Condguest a4
seen thiough Spanish eyes, bur one of the masterpiccss of Amenican

Titecature.
Ny E-tk'l'hnm,r!mu, Me:xdiio before Cortés, Scribners, New York, 1933
| An intimately alive picturc of the Azice dviliztion.
Geatge C. Vaillanr, Arigts el Crafismen i Aucient Central Aneerica,
American Museam of Namral History Guide Leaflet Series 828 anud 103,
1935 A survey of Middle Amercan are. fully illastrseed, fora very low

ﬁuil; Brenner, sl iﬁdw Paysonand Clarke, Lk, !;!cw: :
1030, Ao jeTune of exican armistic rendismince of 191
ﬂarmmmﬁh Fou

of Inidlan life:
Ermest I fior el St Heritage, the C Co, New York,
1928. A carefitlly du ed study of fmﬂ%ﬂ'ﬂuhmudnﬁ

C. 5. Biaden, Refipions Aspects of the Cormquest of Meaitog, Duke U=
m Burbam, N.C, 39106, The theory of the evangelizstion of
the ican Tudizn, showing the Humannarmn theories behind the con-
solidation of the Spanish Conguest.
© Madime Calderon de b Barca, Life in Mexio, E. . Dhon amd Co,,
Mew York, tosr. The Scopish wife of the Sphﬁﬂ;&_mhmdnr Lt
Mexico it 528 writes 3 most eutertsining sccount of comtemporary
habins and cstoms. A clanic,

YﬂSnm't Cnm:.A Mexica, A Study of Tﬁgidmm; s, andd illam Co.; New
ik, mit. A suecinct, oy 3 e dccount of eand v
Mezico with sperial cmphnﬂd?ﬂlr&lc virtues of m;nb:nmtn:d:rlnr"'

{2} Beaden, Reliphons Aspects, 1530, Rizardd, Conquéite Spiriturlle, 1935,

{3)The amount of writing by the different monastic ordery is inter-
}mut.- gm'nmﬁ::f 3I Au;;mdnhi? hm i nni

o F 15; ; parish pricsts, 18 civilizn
6z cf Clhvigero, Hiutory, 3767, and Ri..mz (ﬂiwymPSpirimHI'n Spanish
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Frians, 62; Indians and Mestizos, 613 Spanith: Civilians, 6; Forsign
Friass, 7.

4\ Indian suthors anda sroxfmate dates of composition: Teropomor,
bém 13613 Anales de Esmhﬁlfm. 1570; Duran, 1581 Ixthilvochisl,
T -cmimi ft 1013 eritings adid diting dases: Cades Tellerisn:

st WIHEngs C ¥
Resmrasis an Vmﬁm-s A, 13633 Codex of 1576, 1607; Codex of 1599,
rspa; Histotre Mexiiaine, 1521, -

{4} — Tres Sigles de Arquiteetiira Celmtial. 1933, 27, Gare Granades

fMuﬁ!mr.' s 1954, :
e , Official Reperti, 1936, Del Paso y Tronceso, Paprles de
Nugptr Expafia; 1004506,

7 af”m' 1930, Parsons, Mitle, 15306,

dols belrind Altars, 1g2g, Chass, Mexiio, 1031, .

) The perfect guide for Mexico hat yet to be written. Tetry, Gaide,
1037, the most full, spproacliing Bacdeker. Brennes, Your Mex an Holi-
day, 1933, good for the traveller. Marcet, Archacological Towrs; 1934, good
fm:pnﬂhmmdh:r&uﬁhﬁy.ﬂmmmytﬂmgmnﬂm
besten path. —, Tres Siglos de Argaitecturz Colontal, 1933, brief ilhtrated
gwide, —, Mommentas Argticaldgh 1933, brief dlmirated guide

{10) The index will provide re 1a descriptions of the sicey given

i thetexh
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This book and Prekistoric Indla by Professor Stisart Piggott (see inside
back cover) see the first swo volumes in 3 new serisy, The Pelican
Archecologies, under the genenl aditonhip of M. E L. Mallowan,
Mrofesor of Westerty Asiadic Archacology m the Univessity of Londot.
The tiny cotntry on tie Exstern Mediterranesn cont which has
aved so outstanding 2 part in hunsn hiscory has yiclded up in recons
ca1s so many of the scerens of its past thata popular summury of the
aosules b long been overdoe, Professor Alboghe, who has: himself
dotse so mmich ta bring the treasures of its past to Bight, here tells the
wory of their gradual unssrthing, of the building up of 2 connected
picture of Palestine’s Wittory, and of the Hght thos thrown on lroman
history in gencral dad ‘oo the Old Totunent story.
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An sccount of the excavations that have taken plice i Ur over s
nimber of years, m&pmuhﬂyd:rmtnpdlmq:wmdbr
the University Museum of Pennsylvanis and

under the direcionkip nflh:mhn:nfdﬂ:hﬂuh

Rm&uﬁﬁﬂ”ﬁﬂlﬁﬂmnﬁﬂﬁdﬂhlﬂﬂﬁcmﬁt
insd perfection yrorkmanship =
Mdmmk@w&ympﬁéz‘;g:ﬁlﬁ
scatterzd nemmaing of the past, — Thoe el Tide

DIGGING UF THE PAST
As

¢ -mlhmumm“dwmwaphmm&mﬁwhtﬂﬂkﬂ
+ i all sbout, desaibing the preliminary organization of 3 “dig’,

. yai
ufﬂmnﬂmwh:hhubmhwghmﬁgh.%uiﬂm
by a fine series of plates covering pany of the processcs; and the dis

coverics of archseology in Ur, Italy, Palescine, Knossos, Egypt and
Scandimavis

UR: THE FIRST PHASES*

For thow who, withour being W:rmﬁﬂﬂﬂf
ten an aduirshly Jucid therr esay.

It is illimcrated by sixteen colour plates from the ariginal water colod
patirted on the site. '
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PREHISTORIC INDIA
Start Plgyort

Aty

This book reviews for the first time the archacology of pre=
histaric India in relating to that of Wesern Asia 253 whole,
Although the grea cities of Hamappa and Mobenjadaro are
well kruswn, the peasant communities of the Indian Bronze
Age in Sinid and Baluchistn have received hinde atsention
dtice the time of dheir first discovery twenty v ago
Recent work in Jrag and Persfa fras theown much lght on
Indzan. problems, amd the contaers and relationubipn be-
tween these regions are deseribed, The story of Indian on-
gind i discussed from the remotely ancient Palasolithic
period onwards, though the muin part of the book deals
with the Bromee Age of western and nosthern Tudia bee
pween about 3000 and 1400 mc. which ha produced mose
of the available acciseological material. Reprdisced below
5 one of the many lustations

A DOTALF VOLDME
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FENGUIN BCOKS

George Clapp Yalllunt was born in Boston, Mas-
wchusetts, in 1901, He was educared at Harvard,
where in 1922 he recoived the degrea of Ph.D..
and lzxer he taught st Harvard, Tale Cofum-

bia Universizy, ard New Yark Universicy. Hie

special subject. was the early civilization of
Mexica and Central Amarica, and he was eon
tidered the foremost authority in theis fields
His field studies inciuded oumerous expeditions
to MNorth Mexice and Arizona, s0d 1l to Yuo.
an and Egypt- He was an sctive member of
many archeeciogical societies in America and In
Europe, thi author of & large number of pamph-
lets and articles, and lor several years cirator al
Maxican archasclogy at the American Museom
of Natural Hiztory. Bre Valllant was married and
had threo children; ha died in 1945,

FENGUIN BOOKS
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Central Archaeological Library,
NEW DELHL

Call No 801.0072/Vae - 34537

——

Author —-'l'ni,l_],m, G‘-ugrga C

| Title— Aztecs of Mexieo,

‘A book that is shut is but a block”

| —
|

ﬁAEDI.OG;
R S
433‘ GOVT. OF INDIA %
A"  Department of Archaeology  p
ga- NEW DELHL B
2

hEIP us to kup the book
clean and moving.

Bob, al. &, SELML.
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