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INTRODUCTION

Wisex I returned to the United States a few months ago, after
an absence of five years in the Far East, one of the things that
struck me most forcibly was the amazing growth of intelligent
interest in everything Chinese that had sprung up while 1 was
away. As all the older newspaper men will recall, it was once
proverbial in editorial offices that * China news is no news.’
This, I found, was no longer true. At gatherings of all sOTts,
formal and informal; on railway trains: in hotel lobbies;. in
business offices; in private homes—all with whom I have talked
have been eager to learn about China. What is going on out
there? What is likely 1o be the outcome of the events, of world-
wide importance, which have lately been taking place there?
What, oo, of the conditions of life in that country, past as well
as present? The question I hear most often of all is, How did
the Chinese and their age-long civilization originate? To this
last query we now have a comprehensive answer in Dr. Creel's
new book, The Birth of China.

A vast amount of light has been shed very recently upon the
distant past of the Chinese people and their truly remarkable
culture. The solutions to numerous problems; seemingly
unattainable only a short time ago, are now taking form in
their main outlines. Unfortunately this new knowledge, of the
highest interest not alone to China but to the whole world as
well, has been published almost exclusively in Chinese, and so
is entirely inaccessible to all save a very few of us Occidentals,

Extremely fortunate are we, therefore, that a scholar so
thoroughly qualified as Dr. Creel should have been willing to
make this great new body of fact available to us all. In order
to do this, Dr. Creel has made a careful study of all possible
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INTRODUCTION

sources of information. Among these have been the classical
literature of ancient China; recent publications in Chinese as
well as other languages; inscriptions on bronze and bone and
tortoise-shell belonging tothe earliest periods; objectsdugup from
ancient sites; and personal examination of these sites themselves.
The author is thus able to describe for us in detail a most
interesting civilization hitherto practically unknown, but which,
as he brilliantly shows, was one quite worthy to take a place
beside the other great civilizations of the elder world—those of
Babylonia, of Egypt, of India, and of Assyria.

One of the most interesting points brought out by Dr. Creel
is the existence in the Old World during the late prehistorie
period of not one but two foci of culture—centres from which
the light of progress radiated far and wide. OF these two, one
was, of course, that in south-western Asia, already long familiar
to us, in the wide region between the Indus and the Nile. But
there was another, of scarcely less importance in the history of
mankind. This lay far to the east, in the basin of the Huang
Ho or Yellow River—that turbid stream to which northern
China so largely owes its creation.

These centres, the western and the eastern, widely sundered
though they were in space, nevertheless exerted upon each
other a certain amount of influence, indirect doubtless, and
greatly weakened by distance, but none the less real. This is
demonstrated by the various culture-traits which they possess
in common—Ltraits so numerous and so complex that by no
possibility could they have come into being independently
in the two areas.

Nevertheless, as Dr. Creel makes abundantly clear, the
civilization which we find occupying the basin of the Yellow
River during the second millennium 5.c. was emphatically
and distinctively Chinese in character. Whatever inventions
and techniques and ideas may have reached it from the older
culture-lands of the West had completely naturalized themselves
in their new environment before history began. Hence what

8



INTRODUCTION

Dr. Creel so vividly portrays for us is in the most literal sense
the direct although remote ancestor of that great historical
civilization of eastern Asia whose influence was destined to
make itself felt over so large a portion of the globe.

The Chinese as a people have always been gifted with a sane
and well-balanced historical sense. They have thus never
claimed for themselves any such fabulous antiquity as did, for
example, the ancient Babylonians. True, much of what passed
until lately for actual Chinese history is no longer accepted
as such; but on the other hand investigations by modern
scholars, both Chinese and Occidental, have made it evident
that from about 1500 B.c. onward the existing records are in
substantial agreement with fact.

These early records as they stand are, however, very meagre.
To Western readers they appear exceedingly dry. They form,
as it were, a mere skeleton—and one, moreover, very far from
complete. Not only has Dr. Creel been able to supply this
skeleton with many of its missing parts; but he has also clothed
it in the flesh and blood of detail and circumstance and life,
His account of the ancient Chinese during their Bronze Age
is quite the best and most complete that has so far appeared.
It will inevitably meet with a wide and hearty welcome from
the entire English-reading public, for the authoritative,
authentic, and ably drawn picture which it gives of the begin-
nings of civilization in China,

CARL WHITING BISHOP

FREER GALLERY OF ART,

SMITHIOMIAN INETTTUTION,
WALHINGTON, D.C.






PREFACE

Thus book is not written for specialists. It does not take for
granted a knowledge of the Chinese language, or even of Chinese
history. My aim, in writing it, has been to make it readable,
and as interesting as possible, for the general intelligent reading
public. To this extent it partakes of the nature of a ‘popular’
book.

But there are certain connotations which sometimes go with
the term *popular’ which do not apply to this book. It has not
been written hastily, nor in any sense at second hand., This
book summarizes the results of four years of full-time, con-
centrated research on nothing but the history of Chinese
culture during the period of approximately t400-600 no. 1
have studied virtually every current document from that period,
including many thousands of inscriptions on bone and hun-
dreds of bronze inscriptions which have never before been
utilized in a study of this kind. All of these documents have
been studied in the most original form in which they now
exist; inscriptions in the original or in photostatic facsimile,
and transmitted documents, such as the Classics, in the oldest
and best texts now existent—the Han Stone Classics, in so [ar
as they are preserved, and similar texts, | have read all of the
reports of excavations, chiefly in Chinese, and a large propor-
tion of the very voluminous critical work which is constantly
being produced by Chinese scholars. 1 have visited all the chief
archzological sites, covering the ground traversed by the Chou
conquest and other such movements, and handled and exam-
ined a considerable share of the tens of thousands of objects
of this period excavated in recent years. 1 have discussed the
various problems involved, on the sites of excavation and else-
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PREFACE

where, with the excavators and many other Chinese scholars
in innumerable conversations.

In writing, I have placed aceuracy above every other con-
sideration. This does not mean that there are no mistakes in
this book—such a claim would be absurd—but it does mean
that it does not contain hasty and careless generalization, I
have written it with the same care that | put into the most
meticulously documented technical paper for a scholarly
journal. Whenever [ have referred to a bone or bronze in-
scription, the facsimile of the original has lain before me on
my desk. References to Chinese books have been made with
the best existent Chinese text before my eyes. Each page of
this book represents an average of about twenty-five separate
entries in my notes which have been consulted at the moment
of writing, '

None of my research has been based on translations. But
where, in the text of this book, it was desired to quote from
Chinese works, 1 have quoted from the gtandard translations
into English where these existed and where my understanding
of the passage agreed with that of the translator, Where this
was not the case, 1 have myself translated completely or modi-
fied the quoted translation. For the convenience of readers
desirous of identifying quotations 1 have given, in the notes,
the location of quoted passages in standard English translations.
It is to be remembered, however, that reference to a translation
does not necessarily mean that the translator's rendering has
been reproduced in this book, although in most cases 1 have
altered it only slightly if at all. I have not burdened the notes
with references to works of which there is no standard transla-
tion, since these would be of use only to sinologists.

In the Selected Bibliography a number of works in English
have been included for the Stone Ages, because it happens
that a great deal of the fundamental archaological work in
this period has been done by Occidental scholars. For the later
periods, with the exception of translations, no works in any
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PREFACE

language but Chinese have been listed. Nevertheless, a number
of articles, some popular and some serions, have been published,
particularly concerning the Shang discoveries, in recent years.
They have not been included for two reasons. In the first place,
none of the research on which this book depends is based on
any of these articles. Secondly, the discoveries of the last year
have been so revolutionary, and have made necessary such a
complete re-orientation of our conception of Shang culture,
that all previous publications in Western languages, including
my own, are rendered more or less obsolete.

In writing a book like this one it is impossible to give com-
plete demonstration of proof on every point without boring
the general reader hopelessly.. In many cases, therefore, [ have
had to present as casual flat statements propositions which the
specialists in this field may consider startling, or even untrue
and incapable of demonstration, In discussing human sacrifice,
for instance, T have spoken of the name of the tribe of ch'iang
and the surname of & Chou noble family, Chiang, as if they were
the same character. ‘They are; as a matter of fact, two forms of
the same character, as bronze inscriptions and literary evidence
show. But to go into this evidence would have been tedious
and of no interest to most readers. Specialists, who desire full
proof and meticulous documentation for the material treated
in this book, will find them in my technical work, Studies in
Early Chiness Culture, of which the first volume is completed,
and now in process of publication.

The interpretation of the events surrounding and succeeding
the Chou conquest, given here, differs considerably from the
traditional accounts of Chinese and Western historians, In
part it is in agreement with the interpretation of cont
Chinese historians and in part it is original with myself, It is
based in large measure on textual criticism depending on com-
parisons, made by myself, of bane and bronze inscriptions
with the transmitted literature, The details of this research
will be found in my technical work mentioned above,
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PREFACE

Even to mention all of those who have been of material
assistance in this investigation is impossible. My wife's share
in the making of this book is recorded in the dedication. |
cannot forbear to mention the late Dr. Berthold Laufer, even
though circumstances made it impossible to have his aid and
criticism in this particular undertaking, because it was directly
due to his kindness that I was given the opportunity to prosecute
this rescarch. Mr. Carl W, Bishop has aided me in many ways,
but especially by his counsel and criticism in person and by
letter.

Without the generous assistance of the many Chinese scholars
who have helped me in a great many ways 1 should certainly
have been able to accomplish only a fraction of the results
which they have made possible during these years in China,
Professor Mei Kuang-ti and Professor Liu Chich must be
mentioned specially, for each of them gave me hours of his
time, for two years, in unravelling the many problems which
arose, without any sort of return. To Mr. Chang Tsung-
ch'ien 1 am also indebted more deeply than I can

The officials of the National Research Institute have aided
me in many ways. | wish especially to acknowledge my obliga-
tion to Dr. Fu Ssii-nien, Dr, Li Chi, Mr. Tung Tso-pin, Mr.
Liang Ssa-yung, Mr. Kuo Pao-chiin and Mr. Hsit Chung-shu,

Among the many other Chinese scholars who have assisted
me very materially are Mr. Chang P'éng-i, Chairman of the
Shensi Archaeological Association; Professor Ch'én Yin-k'é of
National Tsing Hua University; Professor Hu Kuang-wei of
National Central University; Professor Jung Kéng of Yenching
University; Professor Ku Chich-kang of Yenching University;
Mr. Kuan Pai-i, Director of the Honan Provincial Museum;
Professor Li I-shao of National Central University; Mr. Liu
I-chéng, Director of the Kiangsu Provincial Sinological Library;
Mr. Lo Mou-té of the Shensi Archzological Association;
Professor Miu Féng-lin of National Central University; Pro-
fessor Shang Ch'éng-tso of Chinling University; Mr. Sun
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PREFACE

Hai-po, author of the Chia Ku Weén Pien; Professor T'ang Lan
of the National University of Peking and National Tsinghua
University; Professor T'ang Yung-t'ung of the National Uni-
versity of Peking; Dr. C. C, Young of the Geological Survey of
China; and Mr. T. L. Yuan, Director of the National Library
of Peiping.

For help of various kinds 1 am indebted to Dr. Otto
Burchard, of Berlin and Peiping; Mr. Mortimer Graves of the
American Council of Learned Societics; Mr. P. C. Huang of
the Tsun Ku Chai, Peiping; Mr. Orvar Karlbeck of the
Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities, Stockholm; Dr. Nils
Palmgren, Curator of H.R.H. the Crown Prince of Sweden’s
Collections; Mr. Laurence C. 8. Sickman, Curator of Far
Eastern Art in the William Rockhill Nelson Gallery of Art,
Kansas City; and H.E. Dr. Oskar P. Trautmann, German
Ambassador to China,

My thanks are due to Mrs, W, J. Calhoun, Mrs. Dagny
Carter, Colonel and Mrs. Walter Scott Drysdale, Mrs. Wirth
Stewart Dunham, H.E, Mr. Nelson Trusler Johnson, American
Ambassador to China, and Mr. Owen Lattimore, for their
kindness in reading the manuseript and criticizing it from
various points of view,

To the American Council of Learned Societies and the
Harvard-Yenching Institute I am indebted for appointment
to the research fellowships which have made this investigation
possible.

HERRLEE GLESSNER CREEL
Pririve,
16tk August 1935
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CHAFPTER 1

THE ORACLE BONES

Moxe than three thousand years ago there flourished on the
plains of North China one of the most interesting and important
peoples the world has ever known. Their civilization was equal
in many respects, and superior in some, to that of any other
people in the world of their time. It was the ancestor of the
civilization of most of the Far East, or about onc-fourth of
mankind.

Unfortunately most of the things used by these people,
which might have come down to us as evidence of their culture,
were very perishable. Their great temples were built with
pillars of wood. Their books were written on tablets of wood
or bamboo. In the wet climate of China such materials decay
quickly. Even their wonderful marble sculptures, perfectly
preserved though they were, were buried thirty to forty feet
deep in great tombs which concealed them effectually, so that,
until 1934, the very existence of the art which produced them
was hardly suspected. For these reasons we have had to depend
chiefly on tradition and legend for our knowledge of these
people, and tradition and legend have been none too trust-
worthy. Only within the last seven years have we come to

definite historical records and actual objects used by
them which make it possible now, for the first time, to give a
reasonably detailed picture of their life and some connected
account of their history, based on fact rather than conjecture.
Indeed, some of the most important facts have been known
for less than six months,

All of the new evidence for this ancient civilization comes

21
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THE BIRTH OF CHINA

from the site of one city. Like many great archeological dis-
coveries, this one was led up to by events so casual and made
possible by clues so slight as to be almost absurd. In fact it
might never have been made but for the peculiar tastes of the
modern Chinese in medicine,

The site of this ancient city includes the tiny modern village
of Hsiao T'un, in the district of Aanyang in northern Honan
Province. It is some eighty miles north of the Yellow River,
three hundred miles west from the sea, 1t latitude s approxi-
mately that of Gibraltar. Farmers noticed that in their ficlds
on the bank of the Huan River, directly north of the village,
after a rain or after ploughing, bones of a very peculiar sort
came to the surface. Most of them were broken pieces, yet some
of their edges showed an uncommon smoothness and finish,
The surfaces of some were polished until they gleamed like
glass. Most of them had queer oval notches on their backs,
and T-shaped cracks. A thrifty farmer named Li decided that
they must be dragon bones, since dragon bones are used in
Chinese medicine and therefore worth money, He collected
as many as he could find and marketed them.

A few of the hones, about one out of ten, had even more mysti-
fying markings—rows of geometric designs and small pictures.
These, the druggists thought, would hardly be found on the
bones of even the most whimsical dragon. So they were scraped
off before the bones were sold. This process went on for several
decades, with old-fashioned Chinese physicians prescribing a
hit of the bone, pounded in a mortar, to be fed to the ailing.
It was thought especially good for nervous disorders. But in
1890 some of these bones still bearing their markings came nto
the hands of Chinese antiquaries skilled in the most ancient
known forms of Chinese writing, who recognized that this must
be a still older form.

With this event an entirely new epoch in our understanding
of the history of man i the Far East was begun. These

fragments ol bone are at present our sole remnant of the written
22



PLATE 1
SsHANG ORAULE HONES

SPECTMENS OF THE MANY THOUSANDS OF PIECES OF INSCRIBED RONE AND TOR-
TOBRE-SIELL FROM WHICGH IT 158 FESIRLE TO BECOSSTRLGT MUCH OF THIL LIFE
OF SHANG TIMER. IN THE UPPER LEFT-HAXD CORNER 5 AN EXAMPLE OF THE
FORGED. INSORIFTIONS. GARVED FOR SALE TO THE UNWARY., THE INSCRIFTION
I¥ THE UPPER RICHT-HAND CORNER AFPARENTLY HAD 70 D4 WITH THE SAUGRT-
FICE OF THREE HUMAN BEINGE, THE PIFCE IN THE LOWER RIGHT-HAND CORNER
B ON THE COLLECTION OF DH. UNYRUS FEAKE, THE REMAINDER IN A FRIVATE
COLLECTION,

Beproduced by kind permission,






THE ORACLE BONES

records of most ancient eastern Asia. There is much talk of
the four thousand years of Chinese history, but actually we
knew virtually nothing of the period before 1122 B.C. Until
they were discovered. Already they have revolutionized our
whaole conception of ancient China.

They are a part of the royal archives of the latter portion of
the Shang (sometimes called Yin) dynasty to which Chinese tra-
dition assigns the dates 1765-1125 8.c. This fact in itself makes
them precious as historical material. Yet they are very briel.
The longest inscriptions barely exceed sixty words, and most of
them contain not more than ten or twelve. [f they were ordinary
documents, such as records of trading or memoranda of debis,
they might tell us very little of the people who produced them,
Fortunately they are of far more illuminating character,

These bone fragments contain records of questions which
the people of that time put to their ancestors and their gods.
The Shang people used these bones much as the Greeks used
the Delphic Oracle; except that they divined much more
frequently and casually than the Greeks sent to Delphi for
guidance. In the beginning, no doubt, the Shang people, wo,
asked for advice only on the most momentous matters. But
later, when we know them, they used their oracle more in the
manner in which some people to-day use a ouija_board or
confer with a spiritualistic medium daily, asking for super-
natural guidance in even the smallest matters, There was good
reason for them to do this. The spirits they consulted were
believed to be able to help men powerfully if they wished, but
they also harmed them most terribly if they were displeased.
They might send swift-raiding enemies, who fell upon, their
victims without warning and carried off as muny as they could
capture to slavery or death. They might send plagues of disease.
They might appear in one's dreams, as ghosts, and frighten one
almost out of one’s senses. For all of these reasons it was better
to take no action of any possible importance without first
asking what they thought about it. And it was better to take

23



THE BIRTH OF CHINA

care to give them sacrifices regularly, and sacrifices of just the
things they preferred; to know what would please them most
—this was divined about, too.

To learn the will of the spirits they used the scapula or leg
bones of cattle, or the shell of the tortoise. The leg bones were
split, 50 as to make flat or slightly rounded pieces of bone. The
tortoise-shells, at least, were probably prepared with much
ceremony and laid away carefully untl they were needed.
The divination itself probably took place in the ancestral temple,
The diviner asked a question, such as ‘So-and-so is ill; if this
fact is announced to the spirit of Grandfather Ting (will he
aid him to recover)?” Heat was applied to the back of the
shell or bone, and this caused a T-shaped crack to appear an its
face, From this crack the diviner decided whether the answer
of the spirits was favourable or unfavourable, and announced
the result to the king or other person for whom he was divining.

In many cases, though not always, the diviner wrote the
question, inscribing it with some sort of stylus, on the bone
beside the cracks which answered it. These questions, covering
a wide range of subjects, give us archieological material of a
’ ‘aort not often found. They make it possible to form a picture
of the men who asked them such as no materials less intimate
could possibly do. And it must be noted that these inscriptions
have a reliability which history, and many inscriptions, do not
have. For they are not history, and they were not written for
posterity or for anyonc save the writer and perhaps his
colleagues to read. To exaggerate, then, would have been with-
out point. For this reason it is highly probable that when we
read ‘It is asked, “Shall an army of five thousand men be
raised?’ " for a certain campaign, there actually were Just
about that number of men involved, In contrast to this we
find an inscription on a bronze of a few centuries later which
tells us that a general who conducted an expedition against
some barbarians in the West captured thirteen thousand and
eighty-one living men, in addition to the number slain. This

24



THE ORACLE BONES

figure seems quite unbelievable, His whole army could hardly
have been so large, to say nothing of its being able to take so
many captives, But this bronze was cast as a souvenir of his
prowess, to be left to his admiring posterity. We should expect
him to boast in such an inscription, It cannot possibly have the
same value, as historical evidence, as is possessed by the oracle
bone imscriptions.

It is not to be supposed that once these bits of bone reached
the hands of scholars they were deciphered easily. At first, even
Chinese palzographers could make out no more than a word
here and there, while the very nature of the inscriptions re-
mained a mystery. Even to-day they contain many problems
which still await solution, but the main outlines of their cantent
have been wrested from them. This has required thirty-five
years of constant effort by many scholars, and some of the most
important discoveries have been made during the last two years.
This adventure in scholarship has been as thrilling and in
many ways as notable an achievement as the decipherment of
the Egyptian Hieroglyphics. A few foreigners have contributed
to it, but they have been less than a handful. Most of this work
has been done by Chinese scholars who speak no other language
and have had no Western training.

These bone inscriptions had hardly become known to the
world of scholarship before it was declared by some that they
were forged. There are a few Chinese scholars and perhaps a
few Western sinologists who still believe that not one of them
is genuine. They had good reason, as a matter of fact, for their
scepticism. The Chinese are masters at counterfeiting anti-
quities, and they began counterfeiting these inscribed bones
almost as soon as it was learned that archzologists would pay
for them., Thousands of them have been turned out, most of
them quite near to the site where the genuine ones are [bund.
The fakers use the bones without writing (go per cent. of
those found), which are practically valueless, for their work,
and some of it is very good indeed.
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THE BIRTH OF CHINA

A number of these fakes were shipped abroad and some of
them have been given places of honour as genuine inseriptions.
One sometimes hears the fallacy that bones bought within a
lew years of the first discovery must be genuine, but it is mare
likely that the opposite of this is true, For at that time there had
been little digging, and genuine bones were very scarce. The
market value was high, and very few persons could tell the
genuine writing from the counterfeit. Mr. James M. Menzies,
one of the few foreigners who has contributed to the deciphering
of the inscriptions, lived within a few miles of the Anyang site,
and bought his bones in the very ficlds from which they were
dug up. Yet he has written that all the large and fine pieces
which he bought early proved later to be forgeries? To-day
one rarcly finds large genuine piece, with complete inscrip-
tions, for sale. I recently went to an antique shop in Peiping
which I knew had some, and asked to see them. They showed
me a considerable number. After a brief examination 1 told
the proprietor, rather indignantly, that every one was a fake.

‘Quite true,” he said. ‘Did you want to see the genuine ones?
We keep them in the back room.

Nevertheless, the great majority of the bones used by Chinese
scholars in their work are unquestionably genuine. The
grooves carved in many of them contain ‘a mineral deposit
which can be formed only during many years of lying in the
soil. And a final proof has been furnished by the excavation
of the site at Anyang, Thousands of these bones have been
found by scientists many feet underground, in undisturbed
soil, surrounded by other relics of the Shang dynasty, The
writing on these bones is identical with that of others which
had previously been determined, by other means, to be genuine.

At present many more than one hundred thousand pieces of
these oracle bones are in the hands of collectors. Facsimiles
of almost fifteen thousand pieces, including nearly all of the
larger and more important ones, have been published, 30 that
they are generally available for study.
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CHAPTER 11

EXCAVATION

Hap the Shang oracle bones been discovered in Europe or
Amernica, scientific excavation of the spot on which they were
found would probably have started within the year. In China
it was not begun until the autumn of 128, almost thirty years
after the original discovery, This fact sums up much of the
reason why we have not known more about the ancient history
of China,

There is a general and deep-rooted antipathy to archzo-
logical excavation in China, and even to extensive digging of
any sort. Cutting into the earth is believed to disturb the
magical influences of the region in which it 1§ done. Anil it is
impossible to do any great amount of digging in China proper
without disturbing one or more graves. The Chinese do not
ordinarily bury in communal cemeteries as we do, though the
graves of a single family may be together. But the spot for the
grave, or the family tombs, is selected after complicated investi-
gations into the magical influences to be found in various
proposed locations. A good site for a grave may bring pros-
perity to the whole family; a bad one may cause quick disaster,
And what is a good location for one persan is not necessarily
s0 for another., Thus we find graves in all sorts of places in the
countryside. They dot the fields, which are carefully cultivated
up to the very mounds, a few feet in diameter, which cover the
graves. But they must not be disturbed. This would be dis-
respect to the honoured dead, it would anger the spirits, and
it might well bring misfortune on the whole family by destroy-
ing the delicate balance of magical influences, This was
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learned, to their sorrow, by the men who laid out railroads in
China.

We can all understand and sympathize with the very human
dislike of having the graves of one’s ancestors disturbed. But
in China ancestor-worship has raised this feeling to a pitch it
does mot reach elsewhere. We read in Chinese history that on
one occasion a besicged city was in very sore straits, completely
surrounded, without hope of outside help, out of food and
almost out of water. The people were reduced to cannibalism.
There were no alternatives save surrender or extinction. The
general of the beleaguered city knew that there were spies
among his men. To one of them he said: ‘I only hope that the
enemy will not think of digging up the graves of the people's
ancestors, That would force us to surrender.” That night this
information was smuggled out of the city. The next day the
enemy began digging up graves, in full view of the city walls,
The people of the besieged city rose as one man, poured through
the gates and fell like raging lions upon the attacking army.
It was completely routed.

This feeling extends even to very ancient graves. At present
the National Rescarch Institute of History and Philology, a
Chinese government institution, is carrying on excavations at
various points, Yet, in April 1934, the chairman of the 