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mmmam TO THE FIRST EDITION,

——

mem intercourse with men' possessing- great
gjﬁ: erience in the administration of Indian affairs

need me to give my earncst attention to the
pi f'm*as»t—: a#:un of the snbject, and has _eventually led
- e o t.hu reault of my inquiries before tha
;. publie; rincipal anthorities have been :—
‘B,apurt af leot Committee of the House of Jom-
mons, in 1848; on: the Growth of Cotton. in India,.
Report of Ezpenﬂltum of  Public Works: for 10
years; printed. by order of thié House’ of ‘Com-
mong, in 1861 - .
Report-of Beleot Dommittee of 'thé House of Gom:
wﬁw -Indisn Teértitories in June, 1852;
*. "Repors ot the BombajOotton Gommittes, in 1847;
- Letters on the: Cotton anad, Gommeres. of ; Wantdifn
. India, reprinted from.the Timesy” =+
© Files of 'the “Friend of India, *” for 1851452, *
F_ . Files of the # Bombay Times,

B s
P

Reports, Books, and Pamphlets on Scindes.
. Mill and Wilson’s History of India.
.H'Br;gga Land-Tax in India :

Kaye's Afighanistam.

. Ohapman’s Cotton snd Commeree-of' Thdis, e
Ruyfa ’s Oulture of Cotton in India, . - = =2

. Bhora’s Indian Notes. , e

" @rant’s Bombay Colbton: and Indian ?E.ntlwiys

g 'ﬁﬁqm%um Cotton  delivered at the Bocisty of

x bafore H. B H.

ﬂ'i:r&ﬁg by the P‘mm&énb. of the- Ghnmhﬁn

0 thies Renewal of  the East Indis Obm-
any'ﬂ Dhmﬁa‘ bi Lieut-General. Bz-f’gg 8y pubs
h‘eﬂ. inv th‘ﬂ "431 an I*T&wa T

Uamp'hall’a Modern Tadim itk
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Fing, pages,. with .the, caoler tone of ocortain

i’“ flonars ﬁ:ummmtmnl&nl‘rﬁmdann}r. Howaver f -

ong, who. attentively considers the. grievancesl

ave pointed onf, will see that a body of merchants
tpgiding in, the aapital of a Eresidenoy, were notthe
men who suffered most from them, and did not even
:fne_,l mmp of them. at  all. Moreover, during nearly
rea qara that I have heen occu pied with the:gaub.
}ect‘, have seen . no, prospect, of; support wail quite
ately, ?:‘q;m {the confraty, & very. o: E\anﬁpw:pauh of

great pu maai part-mrimlﬁn’ﬂE ‘o 0fipose sy veform
in our ﬂ mHMGr&. Undeépsuch circoms-
! t‘ﬁnuﬁs,

ik-might-have shown mor hilosophy
to describe the n.hn tﬂ&tha present, Hf::;!pm and its
nation 81 danger with indifferenae, if wwas: perhaps
natural for & man who lnmﬂ.iun umtry, to aal a.nd

speak mgre warmly. ... . oy
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

In uop]ying with the request of my friends at
home and in India that | should reprint this pamphlet
in 1te pregent [orm, I must express my regret that
incesgant occupation has prevented me from attempt-
ing any materisl alteration in,or addition to, 1te
oontents ; although it is satisfactory to observe that
the allegations of the Native ["etifions, recerved
after this pamphlet was published, fnlly confirn its
statewents As, howover, in the absence of such
authoritios ns these petitions, I had guoted the evi-
dence of a young member of the Bongal Service, Mr.
Oampbell, with regurd to the judicial and ryotwar
systews, I mngt explain thafthe valune of this anthor’s

ork on “ Modern India ” appears to me to consist
chiefly 1n the resulfs of his parsonal observation and'
exporience, For lug “opihicha ™ frdguéutly’ remind
me of some remat ks made by Lord Teigimouth,* and
repeated in substance only the other duy, by a dis-
tingmshed membe of the Bimbay Native Aasocia-
tndn, to the followinye effsct: “the fn-inatiins and
Lmited period of re-tdence of members of the British
Administration in Tndia contraoct their experience ;
while the large portion of time taken up by official
forms, and the constant pressure of bnsiness, leave
them little leisure (or the study and reflection neceg..
sary to obtmn a scientific knowledge of Indianm subs,
jects ;—trne information is procured with diffienlty,.

esange tog often derived from mere practice, instead
of being deduced from fixed prinpiples; and the

jerionge of others is only to be obtained *h{
::%rande to an immense mass of records, which
requires muoh time and labour ;—finally, personal
expertenc¢dfathe knowledge of obvious facts, with.
ignorance pefiaps of more remute ones, and the ¢o1r- -
nection between; and inferemces ftom, the. whole
series of facts, 8o that experience may be Mﬁfﬂiﬁﬂﬁl.
wisdofi,-nor sven a foundation fordt.’t, 5 4.

« These remarks shonld be borne in' mind by those
who are disposed to defer to Mr. Osmpbell’s autho-.

. % Mall's Hisbary, Vol Vi podll, | >



vi PREFAODE TO THE SEOONT NBITTON.

rity ; as some of his opinions, though delivered in &
tone of great confidence, appear to me to ocontainm
little political wisdom, For instance, inhis ¢ Seheme
for the Government of India,” page 101; he thus
expresses himself t—

“It may be well here, once for all, to notice the
question, whether it is possible to ﬁiﬁ the natives
any share in the government of India, or to prepare
them in any way for freedom. I might have com-
menced by stating what I have all elong assomed
and held ag beyond all question, that the idea of
giving them any actual power is altogether chimeri-
oal and impossible. Our governmenl muost be the
purest despotism. ¥

I beg the reader to contrast with this rather
strong opinion of Mr Campbell’s the following opinion
from & much higher authority :—

“The best policy which Great Britain can pur-
aue in order to retain her possessions in India, is tor
raige the moral and political character of the natives,,
to give them a share in every department of the state,
to introduce smongst them the arts, sciences, and
literature of Burope, and to securs to them, by a
legislative act, 8 frga conatitution. of government.
adapted to the situation of the conntry and the man-
ners of the people. With this view I propose.—

¢ 1sb. That a general system of ednoation [ouns
ded upon this policy be established for the benefit of
the natives in every part of the British territories in
India.

“2nd- That the natives be declared eligible to.
all judicial, revenue, and civil offices whatever. -

# 8rd. That all laws by which the natives are to

be governed be, before they are adopted. as law,.

ublicly discussed and sanctioned,by local assemb-
Fiaa or councils, in which the interests of every class
of natives shall be adeguately represented by natives.
of their own class, "—Evidence of the late Right

'

-w;;:—lﬂfnm“ﬁﬁﬂ;~ﬁ’$ﬂm ol !*-*&"'-#"'M




PREFACE TO THE RECOND EDITION. vi!

Honourable Sir Alezandsr Johnston before the Indwan
Commities of the House of Commons wn 1832.

It auﬁgaatu maiter for deep reflection, to consider
that although the above recommendation has been
adopted with compleie successin the 1sland of Ceylon,
the Company’s Government refuse to adopt it in the
neighbouring territories of India.

8, Br, ALDAN'S PLAOE,

May 18, 16563,
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
UNDER A BUREAUCRACY, '

THE
INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER

Reasows vor Wrrrine.—Erreors PRoppor By orrroran
SECREOY AND MISREPBESENTATION.

Dip the Euhﬁa ever hear of an absentep landlord
;?L& ag hig estatp, and consigning it o middle.

n, which ensuved rack- raitmg, poverty, 6rims, and
disaffection, smong his fenantry,” snd etidod by
ruining himselt? Doaes the public know that its weg.
lect of Indin has had the same distressing aﬂam%‘,
and ie likely to have the same fatal end ? :

I am sure few people are aware of the real natars
of our Indian Administration: and 1t is high time that
somebody should let the country know the truth aboug
it ; althongh I shonld never have ventured to attem ph
sucl a task, if my entreaties could hove prevailed on
men of ability and experience to tell the public ss mach
ag they told me. This is the reason, and the only aire,
for my writing ; thgt I could not oblige other men to
spedk out with that nncompromising plainmessof tong

hich this crisis of the Charter requires ; snd though
F aase will lose muoh from my manner of telling 1t,
Thoge the public will recollect that a man may bea
gtupid wih?ésu, whose evidence is nevertheless mate-
rial to'the tridl of a cause; anc I hope that to ga
‘readers of this gamphlet, theimportance of its fa 8
will compensate for ity ‘defects of style. Lk

I ;]::m.vu umi}tad- hany detgils, and jome: entire
aubjects; for a mere abstract of the reforms, neede
in India, from a single ' Indian journal, for. the last
iwo years, would alone ﬂ}i one or ft-w&;, yolames ; and
the journals do not contpip, eyerything ; therefors



9 RRASONS FOR WRITING.

I have been forced to limit my choice of materials,
and confine myself to illustrating one single point,
viz. i the feyessify of makng the Home Government
of Iidin trustworthy and respdnsible.

It is th& ‘fashion. with those who driticise this
Home Government, to add, in the very same breath
with which they pownt out its abuses, a set of routine
complimafits to ité mobives. As L have not complied
with this Fashion,—as [ huve, on the conbrary,

xpréssed; ‘without resérve, my unfayourable opinion
of the Home Governmenl,—l must explain to the
reader that it 18 no want of chariy which impelled
fad t6 do this, Charity is o dioriminating virlue;
fot one which treats the good and the bad alike: the
¢harity that allowed & robber and murderer to éscape
would be a denial of charity to the lonest portion of
socisty who suffered from s crimes: and 1tis not
gharity that allows a body of public men fo wear a
mask which eiables them o perpetnate the misgovern-
$idt 'of willions of onr fellow creaturos; it 1s a pusil-
1dHIno%s want of oharity for the masses who are
wiffering because we allow these men to wear a mask.
Therefore, I have done what' I ootld fo strip off the
drapery of “good intentions’ thaf shrouds the rotten
system of the Home Governmenf, and to show how
private suits do putrefy the publip good”? I have.
dohs this from pity for the natives of Indis, and from
alarm for the safety of England. .

And why is 1t that the public have known so little,
and bheed w:éauaived g0 much, about the Home Govern-
ment ¢ ene are two reasoms for 1f, which are, &
system of secréay, and & system of mystification, The

first of these, the system of secrecy, is alone sufficient
to aoccount for what Lord Willlam Bentinck characs
terised as ‘‘thé shameful apathy and indifference of
Great Britain th the couterws.of Iadia/* It did no
occur to his Lordship thaf it was hardly fear to accuse
tlie public of “shamefulafrathy st d ivdifference,” when
thetruth comldnot reach them. Yet howstands tha
ase? I am one of the publict Iwhein differentwhile.L

e S -

-



§YSTEM OF SE(REOY, L}

knew little of the subject; but now let the reader look
ab my seventh or eighth chapters, and say whether
they betoken “shameful apathy and indifferenca '
And my case is that of every one of the public i
they cannot, without the aceident of private informas
tion, get at the truth; without knowiwng it, how can
thoy be otlterwise than indifferent ? and while those:
who ean, will not speak outl, is it the indifference of
the public whigh is “shameful,” or the system of
seoracy which keeps the truth from them? ,

The state of Bribish opinion on [ndian sffairs was:
admirably desgribed by an arbicle in the “Times” of
Deo., 4, 1851, as being one of listleas ‘“gecnrity,”
confounding lie absgnice of anavely with jfreedom from
danger, and this is, entively dne to the suppression:
of information by the authoritiess Now a8 theisystem.
of gecrecy has been denied it is worth remarking that,
it has been affirmed by a late member of the Bombay,’
@Government, in the evidence of last session ; by a
late high fanoctionary of the Madras Government, in
an article of the *Calentta Review,” quoted in
my chapter on Public Works; by a member of the,
Bengal Government in a Report quoted in tho same,
chapter; by other official men, by the native peti-
tioners of Madras and Bombay, and by “‘the Friend of,
India;”, which praises the Company’s- Goverpment,
wheneyer it cen, and is-often said to be a Governs
ment paper, for whicl reason Iwill give some extracts,
from it on this point.

e 21, 1851, the “Priend’” snswered the above-
ned denial that information was withkeld from,,

the public; by printing o letter, refusing such infor-,
mation, even: for & period anterior to,the yearl ’
signed by the wéry seme fuuobmna{:fy, who assnred’
the House of Commonsa fow days aiterwards, bhat
the aystem. of sacrecy ‘wae quite a mistake;—amnd tha,

“PFriend” added; * the . Goyernment DE_ Indja'is, &,
government of secrecy in & sironge e than any,
other Governwent now in, txj;%; The firsk:
principle at the Indix House is:to gondsal everything.

[

’ 4
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4 SYSTEM OF SECRECY,

syerythin ast, present, or future—from the
;;hli;? thn.t-git hl;s the ]Eower of withholding.”

July 17,1851, the “Friend” says, it is the per-
petual aim of the Gourt of Directors to throw a veil
of profound secrecy arannd all their counsels and
messunes !’ adding, that any disclosure hy any of
the faunmotionaries of the State iz ‘severely ressnted
and condemned in pg measured terms,”’ and giving a
description of the consequences for which my own
experience has furnishéd an exact parallel; “the
whole publio service in India trembles at the idea of
being detected in conveywng any intelligence to the

reds, however interesting to the publie, und however

neficial to the public service. We have scores of
letters from officers of high official distinction, wha
have given ns valuable and mportant facts, bub
slways with the strictest injunction that their names
mght 1n no case be permitted to transpire.”

« ‘Bept. 80, 1852, the {* Friend *’ sayg, thay “the great
'nm?pia of.mystery which pervades all the thoughts,
litrgh, and\wotvond of public men in Indis, has ita

otigintin Leadenhgll Street.’’ 1t adds, “Dverything

of ‘whicl at public . 'gervant may become cognisant
thitough his official position, however privial or insig-
rificant. is a saeret ! ! and again it ¥The.extraordi-
nary anxiety which the Court manifests to keep
every public transactign, and evely official doeument
ssiunder a seal of ponfession; and 1ts determination

to vigit with condign punishment any allusion which

may be rmade bo them, in'dicates no desire to promote )

the intdrests of the community, and is simply an |
exhibition of that 'morbid fondness for seorpcy which

belongs to all corpoérations,” .

- And thig is the real 'state of the casa; ‘‘those i
whose deeds are evil shuu the light,” the Government |
of India 1s o government of secrecy "in a stronger
sense thap any other Government mow in exists |
efice; the footprint on the sand was mnot mote
alarming to Robinson Crusoe than s trace of mquiry
;ﬁ‘t‘ﬁ"ﬂh& mysteries of their wdministration is tp the



SYETEM OF WYETIFICATION, b

Authorities of India; and of course while »despotlic
Government maintains this “system .of secreey;™
its servants who can, will not spesk out, and as an
inevitable congequonce, the public, who cannot’ get
at the trnth, bscome * apathetic and indifferent fo
the concerna of India "

And this is not all: besides the system of sacrecy,
there is & ayatem of myastifioation, of eternally deceiv-,
ing the publie, hi ﬂatt-armg pictures of the condition
of the natives ; which is of as old a date as that
irresponsible government which I denounce as the,
bane of India. The historian Mill continually
allverts to this practice. . He remarks, that it is,
always the interest of the Minister of the day “fo
prevent inspection ; to lull bufpioion dsldép ; 'to ward
off inquiry ; to inspire a blind uunﬂdaﬂﬁﬂ’;"bﬁ Bigs’
incesgantly the management of affairs in India; afd* -
by the irresistible force of his influence, make other
men praise it:* and he adds, that by the interest of
the minister, “complaint ia extingnished, and the
voiee of praise raised in 1ts stead *’—and all parties
in tnrn get committed to this system by the changes
of ministry. On one occasion,after noticing a rebuke
administered to the Indian Aathorities by the Hous#d
of Commone for this system of deception, the historian
says they only followed the beaten common track of
misrepresentation which the instrumentsof Govern:
ment. are seldom without a motive to tread; and
farther gn, " nothing is more remarkable than theg

répensity of all sorts of persons connected with the
fmim.n overunment, to infer from unything and
everything, the flourishing state of the country.”” On
another nccasion, he notices * the unintermitbing
concert of praises, sung from year to year, upon the
Indian Government, and upon the increasing h‘g?"
ness of the Indian people, while they were all thé while
sinking into deeper poverty and wretchedness.”
Elsewhere he points out the case with which the
results of Indian administration ocan be misrepresen-
ted in this country, and warns the public that they



11 ¥YSTEM OF MYSTIFICATION

the deception. . =

are by o means: aufficiently on their guard agsinst

Now I'have endeavoured ‘to show in my eighth
chapter; what were-the effects: of 'thia deception, in
the passing of  the last thres ‘Charters; snd in m
sizbh and seventh chapters, to show the way in whiug
it ig: employed to resist the strongest comceivable
dlaims on our justice; te say nothing of our hamanity ;
and to perpefuate the “nightmare oppression lying
hd#vyﬂrn many million hearts” in India; this system
of mystification appears to me perfectly shooking |—
it'sdéms to call for a judgment on the nation that

~employs it. [t is written : '

““ “The Lord shall root out all deceitful lips: and’
the tongue that speaketh proud things ;

“Which haye said, With our tongue will we preyail :

. ny. e ara they that pag_h_t’ to speak, who is lord over

.-' fgﬂfﬂ‘zgﬂ: L‘_‘: 3 i

-4 Now, for. the comtostless fronble’s sake of tho
o uaqﬂ};gl_xd:-_h&uh}n_ia_i;of the deep sighing of the-

-
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#T'will ap, saith _",t'h'a:'-'i;‘aiia"*’f;‘aﬁ--'-‘.j‘f,g?{..1. B avax
. one from him-that nwei_ll_qgﬁ agninst m?iﬁ Wl y
-5 Aye, reader |.there are many  signs and wasnings
Anlndis at this moment, and if ﬁha'gpréna'ut Eﬁﬁmﬁa
allowed to.go on, it will soon expose our empire to &
greater peril than it has'ever yot anuuuum£ ) '

whink




CHAPTER IT.

THE THEORY IN CANNON ROW.

Ox the 2nd of April, in the year 1852, the Prima
Minister told tha Honse of Lords, that * in the Board
of Control, practically speaking the whole administras
tion of the affairs of India resis.’”” This was the
truth ; and & fruth whose incaleulably important
consequences are nob appreciatad by the people of
this gonnfry. ‘Howdyer, those who. have an interest
ifi keaping thig, s fthey -are, and preventing any
change in; the' sctnal . spstem: of  Gowernment; were
exceedingly disooncerted : by, dopd Jderby’s:plain
speaking, and have 'been labomriog. ewer .since. fo
Eu:agndu the public not to believe the truths disgle

y him. Tor this purpose the old table of & donhle
Government and a balance of power, has. been
repaated to the world by every channel of publicity
which oflicial influence could command; and it has
been asserted with the untmoel eonfidence, that the
control of the finances and the moanagement of
sdministrative details is in the hands of the Conrt
of Direclors. Let us see then whether there is any-
thing to corroborate Lord.Derby’s statement ¥ ,

_ flgha Chairman of the Court of Directors stated in
his place in Parliament, on the 19th of L%ril, 1852,

o that all letters and despatches come to the Directors,
‘anidrthat when they have come to a resolution on the
bosinesd ii hand, they send their despatches to the
Board of Qongrol, #who either approve or disapproye
of it ;*’ but that the Directors have a righht to. cadk
tpon the Board 4o give their reasons for their altera—
tions of it, if the Board think it their duty to insist
upon them. We learn from this, that the Board.of
QOontrol can “disapprove and alter ¥ the government
of the Court of Directors : but it' appears to me, thab
if the Board has the power #o: alfer the spirit and
letter of the Direators’ despatohes, mnd uges. such a2
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ower, the Directors are no more independent of the
E’muidanﬁ of the Bgard of Oontral; than the Clerks of
the Foreign, Colonial, and War Offices, are indepen-
dent of the Becretavies for thoss departments ; and
that the Dirpotors must perform much the same
fancofions as the head clerks of. Governmént offices,
Moreover, the- statement of the Olairman, that all
letters and despstohes come to the Directors, is
intonsistent with the following evidence from etill
better authority. In the OCommittee on Official
Salaries; whioch sat lsst year, the President
of the Board of Control was asked—*Do you corres<
omd with the Governor-general of India, and other
igh fonotionaries; the Governors of Madras and
Bombay, directly; without the intervention of the
Chairman of the Indis Hounse 7 Apswer—' Of
course I do, privately’” Here then I submit are
strong grounds for presuming that Lord Derby told
the sumple truth when he informed the House of Lords
titat ¢in the Board of Control, practically speaking,
the whole. administration of the affairs of India
reats.”’ “ bt du % § R Ay

- But, besides this presumptive evidence, the letter
of the law clearly gives thé Board the power of
conducting the whole ,administration, by imvesting
it with “full power and' abthority to smuperintend ;
diréct, and control all acts, operations and Goncérns
of thie said Company, which in any wise relate to of
concern the Government; or revenuss, of the said
territories . . i;” again; by prohibiting the Directors
“from issning any .orders; instructions; despatches,
official letters; or communications whatever, relating.
to India, or to.the Government thereof, until the
same shall have been sanctioned by the Board..;"
and further, by compelling the Directors either to
prepare instructions and orvders, upon any subject
whatever, at fourteen days’ notice from the Board,
or else to transmit the orders of the Board on the
subject to India; which gives the'power of initintive
to the Board .whenever 1t likes to use it. .Mbreover;

i
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it was distinotly admitted by the oreators of the
Board, that they had transferred to it the whole
power of administration. Mr. Pitt said: * There/was
no one step that could have been taken previons
to the passing ol the Aot of 1784; by the Court of
Divectors, that the Board of Control had not now &
right to take by virtue of the power and authority
vested in it by that Act.” Mr. Dundas said :*Without
the whole powers of Government the Board of Control
would be a nogatory instituation’ Lord Grenwille,
one of its first members said: "“The whole authority
of the Government was sactually committed to the
Board ; and the carcying on the Government inthe
name of the Company was .only what the Company
had done themselves, in the. émseof:.Indian primoes
whose rule thay had superseded.” Finally,a former
President of the Doard of QControl said, in 1838, “In
that Board for the last fifty years has the real effec<
tive Government of India resided.” 1 think this id
sufficient evidence that Tord Derby’s statement in
the Huuse of Lords was not a misrepresentation,and
that the real state of the ocase was corvectly defined
by the historian Mill, who suys:—"The real, sole
governing power in India is the Board of Control;
and it only make use of the Court of Directors as ax
instrument, as a subordinate office for the manage:
ment of details, and the preparation of business for
the cognizance of the superior power.”

e, -Eofoﬂﬁa definition be correet, it is evident that tha
Direotors must depend entirely upon the degree to
which the Board.allows them to manage the businesd
of detail, and snch a power manifestly correspondd
to that of the head clerks in Government offices. /Id
fact; the only distinetion I can perceive between thé
functions of Directors and.those of Government
olerks, is in the privilege of the former ;to protest in
writing against the measures of the Board,; busif it
be true, as | have heard and believe, that ths Direc«
tors’ protests are treated with very -little ueramnw
and habituslly disregarded by the Board; and becaus? |
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these protests cannot exercise the slightest influence on
the Parlia mant or the public, from whom they ave oon-
gealed, I do not ses thab sucha distinebion makes wmy
difference between the power of the Direotors and reql
that of the head cletka of the Tressury, or Oolonial
Qffice. But the reader may 8ay; supposing that the
Directiors.are no more than olerks of the Board of
Control; whab 1s the harm of it ? The harm is this:
it way happen, as it does ab this moment, Ithat a
Rresident and two Secretaries who are new to .the
affairs of Indias, and have none of them ever sat foob
in the.country, are invested with the secreb, irrespon-
#ible. despotism over an empire as largo as the whole
of Burope, comprised of different nafions who are
frequently high-spirited and warlike races, and coo-
taining within it such an abundanca of inflammable
materials as to have induced the writers and sbabes. '
men who have had moss experience, amd ape the
highest authorities on the subject, toe declare unani.
wonsly, that withoub s knowle ge of the institutions,
babits, feolings, and prejudices of the natives of
Iudis, theiv Buropean masters are always lLiable to
make mistakes which may produce a conflagration, and
place the empire in peril. . For instance, let it be
fupposed that an ignorant President of the Board of
Control decides on some measure which is & climax of
1niquity aud ampolicy; a Director, saturated with
nformation on the subject, writes protest againgt
it, clearly exposing by the light of lis experienca
© characturstic bearings of the question, and
exhibiting the series of evils whioh must ensue from
the adoption of the Board’s measure ; of course, if the
President were responsible to Parliament, he would
ba forced to think twice befare ha acted in defiance
of such & protest as tlas ; but as it 1s, considering the
Director as no betten than a clerk, he {osses the
protest into a wilderness of recovds, and pursues his
Plan without modification j—let it be supposed that
#n.Affghan war 18 the consequence,, the conclusion s of
the Dirgotor. ara yerified o the leiter, nntil, after the
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macrifice of a British army and a frightfnl waste of
human life and treasure, it turns out that the Board’s
measure has been as impolitic as it was iniqiitons,
and has converted a host of neighbouring natidns
who were previonsly disposed to he friends info
implacable enemies, while it has robbed one or mored
gonerations of onr native fellow-subjeots of the lucal
éxpenditure and attention to their socinl progress
which was due!to them {rom British justice, And had
saddled themselves and their posterity with a crush-
ing burthen of debt.

When all this is the natural consequence of
investing sn igoorant Minisier with the secret
irresponsible despofism over a vast ewpire, can the
reader asle whab is the harm of asystem which exposes
ns overy day to a recurrence of dangers, gimilar in
kind to the above, while they may be next time
mfinitely greater 1n degreo ? Surely, if Liord Derby’s
statementl wes correct that *in tha Board of Qontrol,
practlioally speaking, the whole admumistration of the
affairs of India rest,” and if the Board must exercise
“ the whole powers of government,'’ it will be prudent to
provide for the responsibility of the Eﬂpuaitory
of aupreme power, especially when it is remem-
'bara('i) that the important post of the Presidency
of the Board of Conirol is always looked upon
a8 o subordinate place in the Ministry, becanse
its salary is rather less than that of the other whm-
bers of the Oabinet. Butbesides the proofs already

Jfurnighed of the truth of Lord Derby’s description,
it hag been entirely confirmed since by the evidence
of Lord Bllenborough. His Lordship said that, “the
President of the Board of Control can now overrile
the Directors ;» that, “they can do no more then
express an opinion ;" and that * they have in’ fact, no
authority.” He said that, with a Court of Directors
ot one end of the system, and a President of the
Board of Control, with a large body of intelligent
clerks, at the other, he could riot say how the govern-

-ment was conducted ; bub sdded, “I know that w.hifq
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" 1 was at the Board of Oontrol, 1 conducted thd
overnment ; there is nio doubt about that,” So then
the power is io the hands of the President of the

e e T
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Board of Control ; and if he does not know how to

use it, he may ask his ignorsnt secreturies and 5
intelligent olérks ; and we shall sée prasently what -
ﬂfla;adgoﬂﬂaman make of the irresponsible despotism ~ °
of India, i

b e e T e o e T



CHAPTER IIT,

THEE PRAOTICE IN LEADENHALL STREET. il
! Mue body in which supreme power origivally
resided, and which still gives its name to the
Government, is the Dast India Company ; that is, the
Gourt of Proprietors. As the description of this
body given by Lord Derby in his spebch of April
2nd, was very olear and ocorrect, 1 will again quote
his words, - ¢ With that Act of 1888, the Uourt of
Broprietors c¢easad to have any control ‘or interest
~whatever in the affairs of India, The whole business
of the Oourt. of Propristors at this- moment consists
receiving the dividends upon theiy stéick;, and in
electing the members of the * Court of Directors.
Further than that they have no funetitn whatéver't
perform. It is true they may meet and diecnes
together, but with regerd to the legialat.ion of
Indis, any decision or vote of the whole Conrt of
Proprietors need not exercise the slightest influence
over the conduct of the government.” As - this
statement was literally true, and the Court  of Pro~ -
prietors has long been notoriomsly and entirsly
subservient to the Court of Diretors, [ _gr'ﬂl_(iu “ones
Bﬁaus'uu to the description of this Corporation. The
ourt of Directors consists of twenty- onr members,
whoie qualification ig the possession of "1000£ stock ;
bt ag-éne-fourth of this body go out ﬁf_ﬁﬂfca avery-
four péscs, and- must remain ount for twelve months,

the pa‘rﬁi@&ﬂgﬁjnumbaf- of Directors -id'really thirkg,
of. whow bwenty-four foim Lﬁhﬂi'-ﬂbu_th,“,ﬁh-ilm _

remain & year oot of office until it-is their turh #6ba:
ré-eletted: This rée-slection is ‘a -maﬂ;?f’-é‘l?ﬁg@yﬁmg*_
becaise sinoe the Directors prefer tb hold théirplaces-
for lifa, and 'always suppord their former ‘oollbagies -
on & re-slection, the entirely subssrvietit Bonstituency -
0 on eleting them for life, -and id. #Mafy ‘instances’ =
ﬁ:’ g after they are unfit to. aftend to blig'‘affairs of#

e
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India. This Court has, with a few reservations the
nominal and generally the snbstantial power of
making the Home appointments in the Indian Qivil
Bervice. The comtposition of this Corporation is ab
present exceadingly defective, for although there are
some warm and enlightened friends of India among
the Direcfars, such men are always of necessity &
very small minority in the Court, The reasons for
this ave, firstly, that the disgusting incidents of a
canvaes for the Dirvection, which costs abunt 40008,
and often extends over a peried ol seven years, deter
almost all the distingnished servants of Government,
who return from India, from being candidutes for
the office, although froquently in the prime of their
faculties, and capable of doing many years’ hard
work in this counfry ; secondly, the valus of the
patronage draws many men into the Direction, who
are from various causes unfit for its duties, such as
bankers, merchants, and directors of companies,
whoge business in the Indian government is simply
the disbr‘i'but«im of, apahrunnge,_ tor the interest of their
private banks and companies; aud thirdly, the
gystem of re-election retains in office worn-out old
men, who are ingapable of managing, and some even
of understanding the business they are supposed to
transact. This Court forms annually three Com-
mittees, besides the secret Committes consisting
of the Chairmsn, Deputy-Chsirman, and sonior
member of the Court. The Chairs hold the same
rank ¢o offleio in the three Committees, which are, 1,
political and miltary ;2, finance and home ; 8,
revenue, judicial, and legislative. It may be as well
to explain here what the business is which is tranas
acted by the Court.

It must be remembered that England governs an
Empire in India, as large as the whole of Hurope,
inhabited by as many different races, and contains
mg provinces as extensive as Huropean kingdoms,,
and as densely peopled : for instance, the.population:.
of the Bengal Presidency, is larger than that .of '

e i
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France, the population of the Agra Presidency larger.
than that of Great Britain, and 80 on ; and as the
business of this Hmpiro is referred down to minute
deteils bo the Home Government, so that nothing
should cscape it sapervisiou, it is diffeunlt togiva_ﬁ_fw
reader nn idea of the vast maess of correspondence
which comes to Englend from India, When the
rouder considers, that many despalches are aceom-
pavied by such a mass of doouments as “ cannot be
even examined witbout oconsiderable labour and
time—that they amount to 2, 8, 4. 5, and occasionally
%0,000 pages,” he may conspive the tons of papers.
whigh L;Eg i[am Goyernmewusis supposed to goshrough.
é@ wd Broughfon’a evidenee befors the Official

alaries’ Cammittee, he stated ., that with one single
desputch 45,000 pages of“ oollections’’ were sent: 'Fh&
first evil of this system is, that the administration of
Indin is ologged and impedad in & most mischievous
degree,—in a degree which reduces to despair the.
most zealyus and able of the Jompany’s servants,and
after all & good deal of business is unavoidably slurred
over, and either prelended to be done, or not done at
all,

. I saw the same thing happen in France during the-
reign of the late King Louis Philippe. The abuse of
eentralisation Liad drawn the mass of adminisirative
details to Paris, and of conrse the business of the conn-
try wagruinonsly delayed, and either badly done; or left

ne, , While the Prefecta would not take respon-
ility on themselves, becaunse they were likely to be
wanded, apd have their messaves reversed by a
central Governmant (or rather by its irresponsible
olerks!) whioh could not possibly unnderstand: thé:
grounds of their' decisions half so well as them‘_fﬂiwl

the supreme Gowerpment by its bureaucratic, p,a-% -
rassier” spirit, and passion for governip &égv_ﬂ?dh 1g,-
left the country in fautaihha;bwathunt 60 8 ma{:l‘::;
tion or with a wretchedly bad, one,  I'mg W »
main cause of the revolution of 1848..in France, andi
8t. Simon poirts ont_in. hig. mempice that  vimilax:

i
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weakness of Louis X1V. for governing in datails, was
& main cause of the ruin of %‘mnna under his reign.
One of the wisest aots of the present Ruler of France
has been to restore Hpaniﬁcnﬁy the mass of the lopal
administratidn to the Prefects, inveating them with
fesl power and proportiovate responsibility, snd dep-
riving the Paris bureancracy of its authority.

A similar reform is now most wrgently required
in ¢ur Indien administration, for the second great
evil of referring such a mass of details o the Home
Government ig that it throws the real power inte the
hands of an irresponsible Bureaucracy. This is
the ¢lass which Burke denounced as #the creatures
of the detk, and the ereatures of favonr,” aud which
he described in the following passage:—*The triba
of vulgar politicians are the lowest of our species.
There 18 no trade 8o vile and mechanical as govern-
ment in their hands. Virtue is not their habit, They
are out of themselves in any course of conduch recoms:
?ﬁn&’ad‘ guly by ponscience and glory. A large,
libefal, and .prospective view of the interest of
“Btates, pdeses with «them for romance; and the
principles that recommend it, for the wanderings of
& disordered imagination. The calculators ocompute
them out of their genses. The jesters and buloons
shame them out of #verything grand and elevated.
“Littleness in object and in means, to them appoars

“sdundness and sobriety.”” Now, on examining into
‘the details of the measures pursued in India, we
ghall find that they bear the stamp of the “vulgar
-politicians®’ desoribed by Burke, and the reader will
not wonder af the extraordinary mal-administration
described in the following chapters, il be bears itin
mind that ¥ the creatures of the desk and the orea-
“tures of favour,” are really governing India, and the
‘Home Government is at bottom a Buareaucraocy.

But such is the fact: from the shesr physical
‘impossibility of an Indian Minister dr Dirpator
examining the shiploads of bnsiness referred from
India, éven if they were' disposed to do so, it is
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nsgessary to maintain a large establishment of clerks
to'do the work for them, with departments at the
Indiz House and Board of Qontrol, corres onding to
the departments of the Government abroad, and:
entaiiling nn expense of 160,000l a year on the
people of India, while the result of the system is to
throw the real work of preparing the despatches
into the hands of the olerks at the India House, and
that ol altering them into the hands of clerks at the
Board of Control,

The reader will see this from the mode of transact-
ing the business. When a despateh arrives from
India,'it is referred in/ the first instance to the
E;umiﬂﬁr‘a"ﬁd’epﬂtmanh to -which it bﬂlungﬂ, after
whith the Chairs confer ‘with the official in- charge.
of that department, and settle with him the tenor:of
a reply, and transmit a draft of this reply to the
Indian Minister, in what is techically called- #P.Q;”?
that is to way, "previops commumoation.” Now it
is evideat that, partly from the avnunal rotation in
the funoctione of the Directors, and every fourth
year in the men themselves, and principally from the
means of the business, the Cheairs must, in this
preliminary stage of “P 0.”' depend manly on the
olerks who are permaneutly in office, for information;
advice, and assistance. Nay, such is this: depend-
gnce, thet even in & discussion in the Odurt of
Proprietors, nfter previous notice, it is pitiable to
sbe Eﬁ@{}iﬂimm referring to a secretary who sits
by higside; and keeps on whispering, and prompting,
and stop him,as it he were a mere puppet; and"

robebly the Miniater at the other end of the system.
18 in the ﬂﬂmﬁfl‘ﬁ&iﬁmﬂﬂt- However, in this stuge:’
of“P,-0, ¥ if there is & difference of opinion on thé-
draft, it-is discussed jand aluiost invariably’ #stiled.
in frigndly ocommunication between thes Midister.
and the Obair, finally,ithe draft is retuwrded by the’
Minister, either adopted o¥ alteved; awdithen it.is
subinitted to the Qonimitte ofDivectors ‘stiperintend..
ing the department to- whlqh-i&- belongs, witlr all tha, .

9
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papers bearing on the ocase, to be ocomsidered, snd
discassed, & ﬂﬂ.ul‘pt-pﬂ Or'ﬂlﬁﬂl'&ﬂ- } snd afterwards,
it is expoasd to .the, same progess in the aggregate
(Court, and then goes, for the firet time as an official
commupnigation, to the Mjinister.

, Now, Messrs, Melville and Shepherd are delighted
with the saccess of this system of “‘previous com-
munication,” in hringing about an agreement
hetween the Minister and the Chair,—in facilitating,
business, and saving time.* No donbt it does all
this, but how doeg’ it do it ? by stripping the Direo-
tors’ Qommittees of all their importance and useful-
ness ! for when once the draft is settled, what chunde,
have the dissentient members of any Committee of
resisting the Minister, the Chairs, their majority in
the aggregate Court, and the Bureancracy ?—Allk
they can do is to complain to their friends in private,
and to record a protest, whiok is of no earthly use,
except to phow that it is in vain for them to
RRove to dqmompagtim' that the Government is going
wrong, when onge the irresponsible bureaucracy has-
decided its cpurag. ;

I ask if this is, not an inbolerable abuse? Is.it.
not evident that this “previons communioation
system 18 reversing the first intention, and, the whole
scope and purpose of the Directors’ official existence ?,
Is it not plain that if the opinion of the Divectors is
to be of any use to the Minister at all, it should go
to bim, not after his mind is made np by the opiniom
of “intelligent clerks,” not bafore he has decided om
the matter in hand, but before ? Does it not stand to,
reason that if it be worth while for Indian business
to go throngh a Committee and an aggregnte Court of
Directors, who are presnmed to sift 1t thoronghly,,
and express a deliberate opimon upon ib, all this
shounld be done before the first communication goea.
to the Minister, and after ‘intelligent clerks” om
both sides have snperficially examined and decided
the question? It is not that the Council Board .

. " Report ** Indisn Territories,” Jane 20tb, 1862, pp, 6. §7,-
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shonld govern : the Indian Minister must of dourse
govern ; as he does now ; and as every Miniater ought
to do in his department, but he shomld recdivé' his
advisers’ deliberate counsel before he makes up hid -
mind, and not after, he should be bound, d¢ heis”
now, to state his reasons in writing, if he disapproved
of the policy recommended by them, to make his
pereonal responsibility apparent in case of hia
ultimately adhering to his own views. Coadjutors of
this sort would be some check npon the Indian
Minister, particularly if they were the efficient and
experienced body that they ought to be ; at least they
would be an igvelnable Conncil to him, for the only
real check thiat can-he imposed upon him is parlia-
mentary, for which I have proposed: &' very dimple ’
plan in my eighth chapter. As it is-now; *the Court
of Directors are a mere cloak for the * irrespons:ible -
despotism '’ of the Minister; and they & sourcé of '
injury to Indis and danger to England, by the
grasping spint of the majority of their members for
patronage.

Before I tonch on this point I must remark, that
there is on the face of it something wrong in a
system by which, as it is said, “the Directors are '
peid in patronage ”—that their salarics are .
only 300l. a—year, because they are paid in patron. ’
sge.”” 'We onght to out down a mischievous bure. ’
ancracy, snd save enough by the reduction to give
the Direotors competent salarvies, like all other
pyblip servants, and so get rid of the very improper

:‘-mbnpwg;am?lp ed, that ‘*the Directors are paid
in patronage ! %Vh;r. in this matter-of-fact country,
such language naturally puts it into the heads of’®
Dijrectors that their patronage may be nsed in & wﬁ .
that will pay them—pay well tool—and it 1& °
notorious that the managers of banks and d;:g:niah y
who take so much trouble to get into the 9l"'rﬂi tion,
are “ wige in their generation.” Under the ‘present '
system there are two fatal nonsequences of the
Directors being “‘paid in patronage’1=lst, it enslaves ~
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t%u Directors to the Indian Minister, by their fear
that if they oppose him he may use his pasliamen-
tary omnipotence to strip them of their pattonnge;
ﬂpéﬁy,hﬂ gives the majority of the court an insatigble
spinif of grasping; of guasping tervitory, and

ragping 8ll the valvable Indian erpuiuﬁmania for
thair Hropean nomipeed, in spite of the em hﬂ_.hiu
cqndemnation of this systemn by our greatest Indian

statesmen, which passion of the Directors is doing
incalentable mischipf in India, and makes our
Government hated by the educated olasses of the
nativea.

% :ﬁ.gﬂ after all, when we consider the whole aystem
p}irap Buard of Control and a Court of Divectors,—
when we remember that onr only ostensible reason
for keeping up this cambrous and costly pretence of
a double government 15 to provide a Qognoil for the
minigter ppd,a went for tle patronage, surely we
may attpin hoth these objects in a simpler and better
WAY, allowing. all England to compete for patron-
age which all Bogland 18 entitled to share, and by
providing a rea] working Oouneul for the Minister.

1 will conglude this part of my sybject by a notide
of the present valpe -and. mode of digtribnting the
patronage, Whean the number of appointments for
the year 15 ascertained, the whole are divided into
twepty-eight equal parts, of which two ave allotted to
the Chapirman and Deputy Chairwan; two to the' -
Pregident of the Boprd of Oontrol, sud ona to each of
the Dirgotors. Taking tho average of seventeen '
ygars since the Chartar of 1535, there have heen
sent ont abont. 28 writers, apd as many assisfant
surgeons, angd ghaplaing or other offivers, mdepét-
dent of {rom 250 o 300 cadets annnally, sffording to
each Directer g patronage which, if sold at the rate
of & cadetship actyally proved to be purchased in
1840 at J050L, and a wrifership at 30007, the snnual
valne of a singlo share of patropage would mét fald’
short of 14,0001, or 15,0001, and that of tha Ch#irs
and the India Minisver from 28,000 to 80,0005 pér
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annom. Besides hia patronage as above, the Préesi-
dent of the Board of Control iirants the expenditare
to any extent of “secret service’ momey, which ip
guch is8 not accounted for on the books, and ‘Fds
on some ocoasions exceeded 100,000L, in ome yedr,
How differently do we deal with the poor ryot's
money and our own! The Becretary for Foreign
Afoirs is only pormitted to disburse as much as
10,000, in one year, und is obliged at the end of itto
swear that whatever has been expended wab
abeolutey necessnry for the public service. i

Here then is the great bribe of patronage! appoint-
mentg of the - value. of nearly dﬂg,ﬂﬁl}l; per annum,
distributed evety yesr, and yesr after year, among
the ,upper classes of this conntry, and in -which
hardly any respectable English family is' not"direotly
or indirectly interested | This is indeed Héavy odda
thrown into the scale against justice to Indiay forit
would be shutting my eyes to the light of day “to
duy to pretend not to see the proofs all round mé
of the influence of this patrobage n muruitinﬁ
asdherents to the present system of Grovernment, an
suppressing evidence against its abuses.

However, though I thinkI will not attempt to
deny that to reform the abuses of the present Govern-
ment, especially of the Conrt of Directors, -wold
gradually and greatly reduce this patronage; for,
a8 & rule, all the men of ripe Indian experience, who
have lived in the interior, and known the natives
~well, and seen the foundations on which our empire
rosts, all these are as strongly opposed to the grasp-
ing system as | am, and much convinced of ite
iniquity and fmpolicy, and to give them & preponder-
“ance iu the Indian Minister’s Conneil, would at once
begin to cut down the patronage ; still, I shall'endea-
wour to show that abuses which best serve ourprivate
interests are directly contrary to the natiodalinterest
—% thut private suita do putrefy the pﬁbﬁliﬁﬂ good ¥—
and the present system is not ohly Fdiming and
degrading the natives of Indis, bas is bringing cur
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®empire into & more critical sityation every day.

And besides the dangers I shall pointout heres
:after, there are one or two which I will briefly note
here. The “frae press” is beginning to do its work
in India—the Parsee merchants, the Zemindars, the
mative heads of oastes; are beginning to fesl their
Power, to combine, and to ask for redress of griev-
Ances; gome of them are, violent, and these do not

arm me § but some are remarkably temperate, and I
gonfess thet, knownig the strength of their oase. of
which I will endeavour to give the reader an idea
An the following chapters, I fear the men who bagin so
] _miamtaly, and have reason entirely on their side.
o dq Americans began, and we all know how it
ended. Lot not these moderate claims be neglected,
Wwhen, as I will show, there is matter emo h
to swell them into an ayalanche, Let not the
Ingipient opposition of the natives be des pised
becanse it is feeble now, No doubt we can now

ceept or rejeot tha opportunity of deing justice to
nﬂ_[E , but it may be doubted whether, if we rejeot it,
we shsll evér have jthe apportunity agsin, When
Julian marched against Persia, he remarked of the
Goths, “Hostes quarere 86 meliores;” in less than

teen years, says Gibbon, these Goths +had overs
thrown the Roman Bnpire, "

I,|1I

L



CHAPTER IV.

THE BEYOTWAR SYSTEM.

Trp reader must not suppose, as we too practieal
Englishmen are apt to do, that the theory on which
men aot is of little consequence provided they mean
to do their duty. While our neighbours the French,
bave shown too little attention to facts in forming
theories, we frequently run into the other extreme,
and pay too little attention to theory; which is

omatimes a8 fatal an error. We shall mee the
importance of acting on & oorract theory if we reflect
that, crime i the act itself, and nob the intenbion |
and bo make the crime consist in the intention is that
pestilent herbsy of the Jesuits denounced in the
T,ettres Provinociales ,” and of which I can say from
personal observation, that the same doctrines of
making the crime congist in the intemtion are still
demoralising large portions of continental society;
ntterly confounding their uotions of right and wron% 3
and leaving them no fixed moral principles. To
showthe importance of sn error in theory, it has
been admitted by one of the historians who sympathis
ged most deeply with the aflictions of his fellow-
oreatures, that the crusaders who followed Bimon de
Montfort, were probably not worse than other men;
only they had a mistaken idea of their duties ; and the

sgsscre of the Alyigenses was the consequence.
ave said thig much sbout the dmty of forming
correct theories; beosuse while the gonclasions of
this and my n{z’gﬁ chapter will be that we havef
many years allowed & buresuoratio Governm &g
agt on vicious prinoiples of taxation 1o E 18
principles which our common &pnse &bt onge If:
pudiates when we think of applying them to oury
pelves, and which have un.nnes.ubm;qq pain and

& s

injury to our native fellow-subjects, it really sesma
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tome a very weak set-off against all the people of
India have suffered, .to say that our intentions
were good. - Ly Rl A R '

1 have now to- sHow the udnletiuunc&s to Bang}l,
Madras, and Bombay, of the Government’s adopting
& wrong theory with regard to its proprietary right
tothe land in Tndias and to examing’ whether thers
i¢ bty justification For ‘the ‘assertion of this theory
to ‘tlle present-day. - L ety '
-~ Aw the'trae theory has long ‘since been proved
#nd aoted dpon succassfully in the Nort -west
Providoes; and has been entirely confirmad since by
our'experience of the Pianjab and onr observation of
the practioe in native states, ] shall refer the reader
toa work on “Modern - Indis, ¥ by Mr. Campbell
giving a very olear and graphic desoription of his
experince of the working of this theory in the abova
province. j voda 4

1 will now state the worng theory of the land-tax,
quoting- one'or two inodern ' authorities for ik, dnd
E:int out the mischief it has' done-in Madras and

oAy, res6rving & notioe of Bengal for another
chapter. “The firat’ great authority who aserted that
the rent of land in India belonged to the Government
was, I am sorry 0 say; “that -amiable mux Tiord
Cornwallis, Forty " yests' - ‘aftérwards " Mr, Mill
repeated this doctrine to the Oommons’ Committes of
1831, adding that “a country, wherein -the whols rent
18 'paid to-the state, is in & most happy condition,
seeifiy that ‘such rent- would suffice for all ths
wants of the Government, and the people would then
be untaxed,” When pressed’ ss to the means of cole
locting the Indian land revenue, so that mo more
than the »rent* should be taken, he admitted that
this would be a dificulty for any Buropean celleotor;
with an imperfect kaowledge of the natives; their
language, and ciroumstances; with a swarm of ills
Poid ‘and corrupt servants; with ‘pérhaps- 10,000
Bquare miles of conntry to look: after, ‘and 150,009
depauta.to sptile. with individually ; but-he ‘had-ng’

mp
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doubt moans wouldbe found of limiling the demiand Lo ifie
rent, * and then the prosperity of the country will be
as fully secured us it can be,” (poor country |}—He
continued : “if the lan8-tax were limited fo the rent
only, then the reventte system of India 18 the best in
the world “—finally, as soon as that point is attained
when the rent of land will be mdequate to all the
exigencies of the Government; then all the other
taxes moy be abolished, and Indis will be a country
wholly untawed. *' Mr. Mangles, a Director, and also
a Director of that New Zvaland Company of which
wa have heard & good deal lately, reiterated the
above dootrine to the Commnns’ Commmittes of 1848,
sgsuring them that the claim of the Government in
I'mdis to that which constitutes * rent”® in other parts
of the world, wes perfectly legitimate, and bherefore
this was the very best system of twixation in the
world, becanse, so far the rent sufficed, the people
were wholly uniaced. Bo another witness told this
Committes that the land revenue system was “‘an
excellent system and of great advantage to the
conntry; inasmuch as what goes into the pockets of
individusls in this country, goes there into the coffers
of the Btate, and the country is pro tanto ewempt from
tazatton.” j
Now, as I will show that the Government neve
had any more right to touch the * rent ** in Inda,
than they have in Hugland,I shounld: like'to know
how gentlemen in the House of Commons would like
it-themselves, if.a Government, backed by an wai:-
whelming. ar undertook to wholly untaw the people
of thhsqaunt;?hy simply taking the rent of land ? -
It might be urged, as in the case of the magsacre
of the Albigensés, that men were no worse perlia
than their contemporaries, if their error wasnéo
meré theory; but when I can show that the: fatnl
consequences of applying the ryotwar.théofy were
dsbinetly proved befors it was definitely. adopted by
the Indian Government ; that after the long. practice
of this theory in one Presidepoy had shown ats dread-
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ful effects in confiscating the capital of the people, ib
was deliberately applied to nnotl}:ar Presidency; that
Ao thig day ite evils.are not redressed, although the trpe
theory has long been established by historiand, and
sdopted with success in some of onr own ' provindes,
‘then I do say that the Bureaucracy have been guilty
ilf a, ﬂ'ﬂgma of oppression towards the mnatives of
Andis which would: make it & national sin for us to
xorogue their irvesponsible despotism for another
ﬁenty yoars, .o '
i . However, the theory having once been adopted
ithat the rent of land belonged to the Government, the
.great bait of the ryotwar system, or.annual setilement
#with individual cultivators, was what was called ite
Hdiscovery of concealed cultivation;” and conse-
‘quent increase of revenue, for of courge it began
with raising the revenue by confiscating the property
of the landlords, though as such a system was “ontt-
ing open the hen that laid the' golden eggs,”’ by
destroying the capitalists of the country, the ryotwar
-#ystom always.ended, as a.rule, by swamping the
whole population in.one -dead ‘level of pauperism,
Mhere was another mistake, made by the originators
of the ryotwar settlaments, whioh was .to assume that
8ll who were designated  ryots ” belonged to the
Bame olass ; the fact.is, that the word in ite primitive
gense only means-subject, and it is applicable aliké
fo a landlord or a tenaut—as well o the proprietor
of fiye thousand acres, as .to the tenant-at-will of one.
In the distrigts of Madras, where this system was
;ﬁl'-'!t applied, the Governmant officers adopted the
rates of assessment of pruceding native Goverments,
which were.from iforty-five to fifty per cent of the
&ross produce ; but these rates had been paid under
the native or village system, and it did not oceur to
the English collectors that the people.could nob
fﬂfﬂbi’y have paid such rates, st Jeast mot without
eing ruined as we ruined them, unless there had
dbeen something more than met the . eye.in the system,
fibich made the rea! very different fram the seemifg
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Jburthen, and made the nominal taxation oftén more
than double ite actual amount |

The truth was that under the native sydtem the
land was held by a very peculiar tenure, not then
understood by the English, which has certainly
prevailed all over India, and 18 at this day in fall
operation in the native States, as well as in our north-
west provinces and our Punjab, and in short wharm:ur
we have not ignorantly destroyed it. It was this:
the whole landed property of the village was divided
into & certain number of shaves, which might be
agsain subdivided in families, but were always kept
distinet for muonicipal purposes, snd the owners of
these shates wers the only résl landed ‘proprietors in
the village, the only ones renpunuib]h for the Govern-
ment tax, the rest of the inhabitents being lease-
holders, tenants-at-will, &c., under thém. ‘-ﬁ.nﬁl these
shareholders had been able to bear the high sssess:
ments of the Moguls by bringing more of the waste
lands under tillage, and actually cultivating 80
much more land than that which psid the tax, that
it frequently left the nominal assessment of fifty per
cent less than one-half that amount om the whole of
the cultivated land.

Now, although the introducers of ryotwar sattle-
ments were ignorant of the above faots, they opgiﬁi
fo have krown, that thé native Governments which
immediately proceded us, that such mén as Hyder
Kli,"Had taken all the rovenue the people could pay;
#hort-of paying thieir ocapital; therefore, when thoy
foutd' ﬂlﬁﬁ, after measuring and olassing every i_iahl':,
and agBedsing the individul cultivators of it at forty-
five or Hfty' pef Cent of the gross produce, it prod X
a great inoredss of revenue, they’ ought to have 1ol
that thers mast be Some mistake in their p ed.
Instead of this, the great triumph of ryotw; a,ﬁa-
tors for many yoars was, to find ouf what galled

e o J ron i .
“Conoealed cultivation.” ¢t & : _
«  Nevertheless, when. this -syetem was established,
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it operation in ruining the oultivators was so rapid,
that years before it was definitely adopted by the
Home Governmant, it mpst famous advocates had
discovered its evils, not from theory, but from
practics, Colonel Read, its originator, had declared
that “it involved the necessity of ousting all between
the Government and the oultivator,” Colonel
onro had declared thaf, unlesa the assessment were
reducod from twenty-three per cent, the land would
go out  of cultivation. Finally, the Madras Board
of Revenne had recorded the following strong opinion
against ryotwar settlements :—“Ignorant of the true
regources of the newly acquived countries, as of the
fmniaa nature of theur ]Ebr.g.ﬂd tenures, we find a small
and of foreign conquerors mo sooner obtainin
possession of a vast extent of territory, peopled by
various nations differing from each other in languag
customs, and habits, than they attempt wlhat wonl
be termed an Hergulean task, or rather a visionary
roject, even in the most ecivilised -countries of
urope,. of , which every statistical information is
possassed, and of whiph the Government and people
Bre one, viz, o fiw a land'rent—not on each provinge,
distriot, or country, nor on edch estate or farm, bug
on every separate jnraiﬂ in their. doniinions. In pursnit
of tlis supposed improvemedt, we find them tninten-
tionally dissolving the ancient ' tie which united the
repablic of each Hindvo village, and, by a kind of
agrarian law, newl ‘assessing and parcelling out the
lands which from time immemorial had belonged to
the villige community collectively, not only among
the individus] members of the privileged order, bug
even among the inferior tenantry; we observe them
ignorantly denyitg, dnd by their denial abolishi hg
rivate E""’P?"*!{l;’" the land ; professing to limit thair
emand on edch flald, and, in fact, by establishing
Tor such limit an unattainable maximnm, assessiny the
Xyot at disoretion ; and, like the Mussnlman Goverti-
.ment which preceeded them [Hyder Ali,] binding the

gRitivator by force to the plough ; compelling him fo
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ti]] land acknowledged toibe over assessed ; draggin
him back 1f he absconded; defermg their damang

upon hm pntil s erdp came to maturity ; then

taking from him all thnf could be obtained, and

leaving to him nothing but his bullocks and seed-,
grain ; nay, perhaps, obliged to supply him evén

with these, in order to enable him to resnme hie nis-

lancholy task of toiling for others.”

Such wos u literglly truye descripticn of the pracs
tice of this ryotwar theory, and it wos after having
officially received all the above representstions, that,
in 1812, the Home Government definitely adopted
thia syefem of assegsing “every separate field” in the
Madras Presidenéy ¥ at an’ anattaigahle maximum,
and settling annyally with the individy] ounltrvators.
The ruinous effects of snch a system may be ponveivéd,
and one of them was, that the reveifs 'bagan ab
length to decrease till 16 fell to considerably helow whaé
it was when Colonel Monro proposed his redictions
and this, I believe, more than anything else at length
convineed: 'the Home Government of the absoluia
necedsify of making some change 1n such a system—
and, Mnur&ingiy, Qir Thomas Elunm was allowed to
carry oul, as Governor of Mudras, 1n 1827, the redue-
tibns of from twenty-five to thirty-three per aint-'.‘_:’ii,
the ussessment which he had recommgnded o fnény
yenrs before. I say the reader may conceive what
the poople of Madras innst have soffered ddring thia
tn&aiv l'and he will perhaps remember “the unin-
termitting concert of praises siing from year to yeap
uptn'the ‘Trdian * Government, and the increasin
happineds 6f thé Indian people, all the while tlidy
were sinkinp mtt Gdeper poyerty and wretchednegs,” E
i As the same #f nﬁguaytmn,suéu on &b ﬂiiq., i
shonld think with greater intensity than ﬁ% a1il. if

willzo on as long as the existin system ofFH
Government is %ald‘i’uﬂéd, i 'ﬂgiif noW. gu
extracte from Mr, Campbell’s hg;%",%{ v b,
present operation of the ryotiyar' systém in Madras :
‘—*] must therefore dederibe a tyotiwai settlement,
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or rather abserce of settlement, as it exists at
Madras. For the distinguishing feature of the
ryotwar system is simply that no settlement is con-
cluded at all, but the revenue is made the most of
from yedr to yéar without settlement . . ,
“The atsessment is rather fieldwar than ryotwar,
The Government deals directly, not only with each
ryot, but with each field. Instead of assessing eaoh
village, it assesses each plot of ground. A field is
not, in Indis, a large piece of ]nndgfaunad and hedged,
but a minute portion, suited to the minute tenantry,
divided from the rest by a little gathering together
of the earth about six inches high. Fencing s not
common, and in a dry flat plain contaning thonsanda
of anch fields side by side, 1t may be supposed that
boundaries are only permanen! when the fields
belong to different owners on the 8pot, with different
interests. Moreover instead of assessing at s fixad
sum for & series of years, there is fixed on each Jield
& maximnm rent to be paid for good seasons and

d erops: and it isun ertaken, not as an incidentul
indulgerice, Yut as an esséntial part of the system »
tliat this-tent shall be annually reduced when neces-
sary. “To effect then the commutation of the share
of grain into money rates, all the land was surveyed
avcording to the native mode of measurement , ., ,
there were no mags, ¥

No ! and it has been rocently stated pnblicly, by
a*former member of the Madras Government, “that
not & single distriot in the Presidency possesaes a
seientific or acourate sirvey ; and in most, either no
sufvey has ever "been’ m&&,a,' or it was known to

But to Mr. Oampbell, “for the management of the
village, the headman and aoccountang are made.
sltogether Government 8éryants, paid by Goyern-
ment,” and “ for the prevention of frand on the part
of these functionaries, reliance is placed on mformers,
Fifty per cent. of the assessments ig allowed as 4
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reward to any informer of concealed cultivation, &eo.,
and it is stated that there are in almost every village
dismissed accountants desirous of being re-employed,.
and unemployed servants who wish to bring them-
solves to notioe, whose services as informers can be
reliad on.” Before the rains the native collecton
makes “a statement preparatory to settlement, But
this is by no means the settlement. When the crops
are neatrly ripe, the collector goes out into the.district
to look at them, and make his annual settlement. .
The village accomntent makes out a statement,.
showing the cultivation of each ryot, his crops and
eironmstances; the number of his cattle, sheep, and
children . . , . At this time, all who think they
should not pay full rent;apply for reduction. All theser
cases are settled and then only does the colleator make
up his snnual settlement, grant formal leases, and fake
forffied engagements for the crop, which by this time
is past, and generally paid for. The settlement is
not mads unp till afier the cropis ripe, in fact
generally does not reach the collector’s office till after
most of the money has already Eut‘- there, and after .
making all the remissions and rednctions of the,
peason from the standard aesessment. ” Yet this
settlement is appealed to by the Bureanoracy :at,
home as a proof of the regularity. with which the
assessment is collected in ryotwar districts I—Me.
Campbell goes on : * That the resulb of the ryotwar
gydtem in Madras is most unfoyourable all parties,
ségm to edmit, The Madras men to whom,I have,
talked ‘tandidly admitithat at the present moment the .
state of things is most uneatisfactory—ibat the,
people are wretohedly jpoor, the land of litéle valug—s.
that the difficulty is to get people te cultiveteition,
any terms—and that the oultivation is-lkeps uijgf
foroing, by Government. advances, &c. , &d, And,
indeed, no one who kas any expenience of theaématters
can wonder that.it- shonld be sc. . Wheiidea of the
British Government undertakiug '#o, perform the,
duties of immedigte landlord throughout a great
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country, discarding all the assistance of the system
which we found, the self-contnined communities, and
dealing singly with' each wretched eultivator, is, to
one who knows the trouble and difficalty of muua-ging
jn this way but two or three willages, quite absurd,
All experience, a8 well' as all reason, 18 against it.
Any indigo planter who has & village or two conld
fallthe weary. work, the coaxing and bargaining, and
the management, the favourable leasss given to some
cultivatoss, the bad debts léft by others, fhe thonsand
and one details of managing a village on this system;
and the idea of one man 8o managiug a ocomple of
thousand villages is perfectly monstrous . . . . Oal
imagine one collector dealing directly with 150,000
tenants, not one of whom has a lease, byt each pays
geoording as he oultivates and gefs a orop, and with
referencs to his cabtls, sheep, and children, apd each of
whom gets a reducticn. if he can mske out 3 saffj-
ciently.good case , . . it is generally agreed that
therabuses,of the whole system, and especially that
of ‘remiseion, - is something frightful; and thag
the oppovtupities of extortion, peculation, chicanery,
and intrigue of: all kinds are unbounded ; while the
reliancé of the Madras collestar on informeps
by no means menda the matter,” . .

-« This, reader 18 the excellant mevenue system | of
grett advantage to-India, inasmuch ge what goss into
the:poskets of individuals in thes country goes there into
the vaffers of the State; and the couniry is pro tanto
exémpt JSrom. tamation } * , Now from such excellent
revenue systems; may the Lord deliver us! I have.
said that the true theory was eatablished at last ; bug
it was not a new theory—correct views had been he
by individusls even: before Lord Cornwallig’s. Per<
petual Settlement;’! and had -been proclaimed by.
anthority before the adoption, of the ryotwar system:
in Madras. Bat. it was reserved for one, eminenf
nfed to gollect info a focus all the: sgattered proots,
whig keexisted of the real .nature of the Indian %
tax] und-to.establish the trno theory on u basis which.



THE BYOTWAR SYATEM. 89

has never since been shaken, by a book published inm
1880. This anthor, Lieut-General Briggs, after hay-
iug been the confidential assistant of Mr. Blphinst-
one, inall the dificulties of the second Mahrattd war,
was employed at its close to settls large distriots of
the Peishwas’s country, which gave him an unusual
insight into the details of native administra ion ;
he afterwards epjoyed opportunities pf ﬂxh::aing
and meturing his ohservations as resident at various
native couris, and during o mission to Persia, he
brought to his tagk not merely the resources of a first-
rate Oriental scholar, but the experience of & prac-
tised adminigtrator and the gantion of & diplomatist.
he method,puraned in his work was to travel bit by
hit,-over jthe whole surface of India, illustrating the
troe theory by an immense mass, of higtorical testi-
mony, native and Huropean; which no. writer has
ever attempted to spnswer. I have not space to go
into the detmils of this work, but the som of jts
proofs was as follows:—1lst. That the integrity of
private property in land had been recognisediin every
village in India 2nd. That Guvernment had no
right whatever to the land, but only to & share in its
produce, that ia to a tax, which did not affect the
proprietary rights any more than the land-tax affects
our rights in Englend, Brd. That the Government
ghare or tax was so defined and limited both by Hindao
and Mashommedan law, that Government hed no
title or precedent (except revolufiouary ones) for
paxing the people at discretion, and no more right to
olaim the.property of the land and take its f pant,
than a tifle-owner has to claim another man’s astate
‘because ib .pays bim title, 4th, That fhe native
institufionsd themselves, afforded a broasd basis for
our administeation, and the only one on whioh We
oould establish & durable empire, A seriesiof]dnti-
.ples by the same author, adding mew $ropfs of the
woorreatness of the above views, have recently heen
published in the “ Indian News ' jonunel, Nos. 227 tq
288, . . - P e

3
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The above work produced a strong impression on

the mind of one of the most illustrions politicidns of
that day, Lord Wm. Bentinck, who at length saw,
happily for some of ‘the natives, that the land in
India was held on eéxactly the same conditions as
those in which a man possesses a house, or a horse,
or a dog, or land, or any other property in England,
namely, that the Government might assess it to pay
o sattled tax, and attach and sellit if the tax was nob
paid; but that this tax was no more “rent ’’ in India
than in England.The factis that {az and reni are two
things different in their nature, and acted npon
inversely by given circumstances; for instance, rend
or the annual preminm paid for the use of land,
inoreases per head with iiphﬂ increase of population—
taw, or the annual contribution to the expenses of
the State, as a rnle diminishes per head with the
increase of population ; and in this wng the taxes of
England have been very much lightened per head in
the last half century.
. Bat.to veturn to Lord Wm. Bentinck ; this
enlightened and sincere friend of the natives, when
Governor-General of India, took the first opportunity
of embodying the recommendsations of the above
work in a series of regulations, which he sent to
General Briggs, then Resident at Nagpore, for correc-
tion, and which were foundation of the North-Western
Settlements. I must refer to Mr.Campbell’s book for
‘the details, but the principle of these settlements
was to ascertain and define first, the extent, nature,
and value of the lamds, and the rights of their
ewners, and then, securing therights of these owners,
to settle the tax on a moderate assessment for a term
of thirty-years, liable toa fixed decennial increase
f a cerbain quantity of fresh land is brought into
eultivation, at the sametime ocarefully preserving
the native insbitutions, that is to say the village system,
working througk that, and collsoting the tax from tha
representatives of the different villages.

And now, what does the reader think of the
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Government foroing its Madras system upon Bombay,,
not only in spite of Mr., Elphinstone’s strong opposi-
tion, but in spite of his strongly expressed: opinton,
in favonr of the village system (for he. anticipated
long before the conclusions of Lord Wm. Bentinck),,
and Jet the reader think of the Government doing:
this abhout the time when it was compelledto ayow.
the ruinous consequences of the “excellent revenue.
system,” in Madras | However,, such was the case ;,
and although Mr. Blphinstone’s great name enabled;
him to resist ryotwar settlements as long né he was:
Governor, the doom of the ryots was aaafud when.hey
went home, and the “ excellent revenue system !’ was:
goon after introdnced in, Bombay., Of course this;
method of “wholly uptaxing, ' the people: by taking-
their rent, soon reduced.them.to s.state of peuperism,
in Bombay, as it had done in Madras, and not,untili
they were 8o rednced, did the Government. agree to,
any reduction in the assessment..

A revision, meaning & reduction, of tlie'assess--
ment is now going on in Bombay, but has only yet.
gone over the southern portion of the Presidency,,
and it is stated.in the “ Friend of India,” of October.
21, 1852, that before this revision, “no ryot evern
knew one year what he might have to pay the next,,
and whatever he paid, or whatever ewertions. ha.
might be indnced to make, he still. found. an,un--
acoountable amount of arvears. hanging ovar his.
head, There was no rich landowner. Gbo» stand.
between.him and, the Governmenty po. capitalist to.
bear the firet pres sure of a bad. season,, but he jnst
sorambled on fromyear to year, and, took to fhightiwhen,
the grievance became too great to bear. The- colleo-
tion was, in-fact, based upon the same-principle agthat.
which to thia diay governs taxation in Hgyptywizdto.
take from the pessant everything that can besqueezad.
out of him and then to maks a.merit of remitfing; thes
temainder.’” - e

With regard to “rich lapdholders® and* capiba-
lists,” [ have alluded.to the progressiyve destruotiom:
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of the native aristooracy in my sixth chapter; and
the ruin of the toantry gentlemen and principal
farmers by our (6ver assessment is noticed in My,
Giberne’s evidence' before the Commons’ Committee
of 1848; also in & letter dated 1849, from & gentle-
man high in the Company’s service, quoted by Mr.
Brifht-ﬁn ‘the House of Jommond, saying : * many
df the best familics ini the province who were rich and
well to db when we aamu%ud Guzérat, in 1807, have
now searcely olothes to their baok, &o. &e.

I will cdnolude this chapter by exposing the
etupid fallacy, worthy of o bureanoratic Goyernment,
whith assumes that a land-tax isthe best of all iaxes,
and the Indian veyenpe must depend upon it. In
the first place it cannot depond upon it, for it is
notorions that the Government cannot tax the land
gny mord, and the Indian finances are now in a state
of the, most dangeroys embsrrassment from the
insufficiency of the révenue. In the second place,
a lgnd-tax 18 not the best of gll taxes, nob only
because: Adam -Smith and others have shown that
& moneytax on land must seon become unequal, but
bocanse’ 1t is & direct tax on'produce, which 18 always
the form of taxation ledst prddactive to the Govern-
ment ‘and mnst oppréssive 'to” the peopls, To say
thut it is “begt ** to raise thrée-fourths of the revenus
by a direct tax on produce in India, while we only
raise one-fifth of the revenue by direot taxation in
England, is s gross and glaring contradiction. Yet
conoeive our wdopting the © best” principlo and
attempting to raise three-fourths of onr own revenuo
by a divedt tax 6n the land ? Why, the Customs
alone 'pay above twenty-two millions of our nef
revenue | g0 that the system is oyidently absurd in
our own case, or that of any other oivilised
nation, which a Bureagoracy oalls best in India
thongh it is really quite as absurd there as any-
where else—and it has led to the ornel over-assess-
:}nant of the people, and the perpetual grasping of the

overnment for more direct revenuo, by dunfiscating
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Native States and the landed properties of the
Native aristooracy, without saving the JIndian
finances after all from falling into a situation of
extrame peril. :
How diflérent is this result from that obtainéd by
a Native, Government which encouraged the commerca
of its subjects, General Briggs has shown that one of
the wealthiest Native States, bofore our time, that of
Malabar, had no land-tax at sll, and had a very
large revenue without one. Yet the Bureaunoracy,
as I will endeavour to show in my sixth chapter,
have done everything to destroy, and nothing to
help the commerce of the natives. I am reminded
by the subject of this chapter, of one of the natives
of Indin. It is notorions that they have a passion for
wearing gold ornaments, and to such = degree, that
these unaﬁ to be o sort of criterion of their family
wealth ; and if 13 stated in & pamphlet by = late mem-
ber of the Bombay Government, and has been con-
firmed to me by several old Indians, that under the
operation of the “excellent vevenue system,” which
round them down, till 1t was repurted by a Revenue
omuigsioner belovre the late revision of the assess-
meut, that  the straits to which tho cultivaters we
reduced, were not morely those of the moast coarse
and homely fare, but he believed the far greater
proportion could not afford for,themselves one daly
plentiful meal, of any sort of grain, throughout th
year ; "—runder this process, of courge, their gol
oranameuts and every atom of gold hag diangpgqraﬁ
from among them. Now, the congegnence of & dori=
siderable.reduotion of the assessment in the South of
Bombay hag béen fo canse a vast increase of nu'lbwp-
tion and & glnb of produce, which abaolutely rotsin
the interior for want of a mavket, :lal.nd§l brings haclk
the old diffienlty of finding money" to meeét” the
nssessment. Yetb if commerce was posgible ja::lrl}esa
eople, and I will endeavour tp show in my sixth
chapter that 1t is impossible, not only’ cduld they
gell their produce, but they would gel back all t'h_,“_%'.
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Iamily treasures, and share with other civilised
nations in the benefits arising from the sndden and
enormons increase of the precious metals.

However, it is hopeless to ask the Home Govérne
ment to encourage the commerce of the natives. It is
impossible for any man to judge of the unfithess of
& Bureaueracy to comprehend the interests or conduot
the affairs of a great empire, withont having had to
deal with the Home Government of India. Burke’s
description of the statesmanship of a Bureauncracy is
mot in the least exaggerated, “thers is no trade so
vils and mechanical as Government in their hands.
A large, liberal, and prospective viewof the intereats
of states, passes with them for romance; and the

rinciples that recommend it, for the wanderingsof a
Eisorﬂurad imagination. Littleness in object and in
means to them apgaara soundness and sobriety, *
It is vain to ask swch a class as this for any enligh-
tened measuresof Government. [tis in vain to prove
to them, year after year, that such a return of part of
the taxes in public works, as is the unﬂouhtag right
of the people who have been “ wholly untaxed” by
taking their “ rent,” that this wounld produce an
increass in the Indian revenues, of which no man
could foresee the end—that it would re-establish the
finances ; relieve the cultivators ; restore the capital
we have exhausted ; and replace the trade we have
destroyed. All such appeals, either in private or in
the Uourt of Proprietors, are rejected as a romance,
W8 an intrusion :

““I'll have my bond ; I will not hear thoa spoak ;
I'll not be made a Boft and dull eyed fool,

To shake the bead, relent, sod aigh, and yield
To Christian interoeseors.  Follow oot ;

I’Il have no speaking ; I will bave my bond."

So they will indeed ! they are now goading' on the
Bombay Government to seize the Enams in thab
Presidency ; they have taken dway many of these
esiates which had been in the same families for
genturies ; and as I show in my sixth chapter, they
are in a course of confiscating the territories of
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Native Princes, whose dynasties date in some of the
Rajpoot States from 2000 years back, and whose
ancestors resisted Alexander the Great.

To bring these things home to, the reader, let me',
suggest a parallel case in England, to what we do
in India. Our,/“great Duke,” and our only one, hag
just passed away from amongst us. I leave this
services tu the record of history and the praises of
posterity, my business is only with & certain ecsbate
given to the Duke and his heirs by the nation, to
reward those services.. Now let me propose to my
countrymen, to show our national gratitude, b
r&upam’ning the present Duke and Duchess of Wel-
ington ; and to show our honour and good faith b
confiscating Strathfieldsaye. .Ja the reader. shocked
at such an 1dea ? but it does not shock our India
Government in the least. Does the reader think the
present Duke’s title to his property is something
gacred ? but so is a native gentleman’s fitle to his
Enam. Does the reader think the confiscation of
Strathfieldsaye would be a wvery wmeagre addition to
our revenue, afier all? but we see in India that o
number of estates taken in this way, do something.
Can the reader still hesitate? has he yet another
soraple ? will he say that no empire can be durable
which is not just why then, in God's name, let him
help to stop the injustice of our Indian Governument.

gichirte. ]2
‘el He iy 2
stda B ai



GHAPTER V. -

! i THY JUDICIAL BYBTEM.

+ Ir wag ons of the greatést evils of the Ryotwar
sottlements, that they subverted the indigenous
municipal institutions of the country, These institu-
tions had formed the basis of every successive
empire in India for ages ; and they were so rooted in
the hearts of the people, that when allowed to retain
their cherished privilege of local self-government,
they were comparatively indifferent to the title, or
creed, or nationality of their—rulers, and indisposed
to political combination, because they enjoyed a
simple and satisfactory administration of civil and
criminal law. However, -the HEnglish, who first
acquired territory in.the most disorganised part of
India, and were then entirely ignorant of the syse
tematic structure of native society—the English rashly
assumed that an ancient, long-civilised people,
posgessing the elaborate mechanipm of old govern.
ments, suited to their manners and domestic giroumsts
ances, grown into a second natare by custom, and to
this day working admirably under good rulers—that
such a people were a race of barbarisns who had
never known what justice was until we came among
them, and that the best thing we could do for them
was to upseb all their institutions as {aat as we could
and among others their judical system, and give
them instead a copy of our legal models at home.
Models, be it remembered, against which wo have
been inveighing for at lest a century and o half, and
which have at length become so odious that we have
radically changed a great part of them, and may
possibly condemn still more., But even if the
technical system of English law had worked well at
i home, it would have been the grossest political
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empiricism to force it on a péople so different from
ourselves ns every Oriental people nre; and con-
sidering that it did not work well, even at home, the
reader may conogive the irreparable jmischief it has
done in India., It is lamentable to contemplate the
pictures given us of ite demoralisation of the natives;
pnd the more so, beocause this demoralisation is
progressive, so the worst results are fonnd in our
oldest possdssions.

There was some excuse for the Government which
introduced this gystem of “artificial technicalities, **
in its profound ignorance of every native institution
incloding those rational methods of dispensing
justice paouliar to the country. But nothing can
axcuse the Government of the present day for main-
taining such an abuse ; nothing can even account for
such mel-administration, except -the faot,.that the
Home Government is an irresponsible Bureauracy.
What makes this disregard of the rights of the
natives (their right to be well governed) more
flagrant in,the present instance, is the fact that
ample information has long since been supplied to the
Government of the evils of ite own judieial system
and the merits of the native one. Indeed this laat
has been retained, and is working with camplete
gucoess in the latest of our territorial acquisition ;
for somehow or other we always know how to give
goud government, when we have strong motives for

oing 8o : as in the Punjab, where it is our interest
to conoiliate a martial people, newly ; brought under
our Away ;.and in Mysore, wheve it is our interest to
reconpile them to the prospect of absorption. But,
saye Mr. Camipbell, the Punjab “having had the
benefit of our previous experience, the best sysiems
have been introduced.” Thisis no excugpfor the
Government, but mn aggravation  of ite .njusiice,
Lquity would require that the unforfunafe uailﬂ aj
whose expense our experinoce has heen gained, 8 ould
be among the first to benefit by if.; For it has
cost our old provinces dear, this experience! Wa
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haye experimented upon their population, asif in
corpore vili, while we were finding out what were

“ the best systems,” and now we have found them
out, we do mnot give these unfortunate people the -
benefit of them.

However, I object to the word “introdunced ¥ in
the above sentence. Mr. Campbell’s partiality for
the Qivil Bervice leads him to speak of ounr suocess-
ful administration of the Punjab, as if the Civil
Service had invented a revenus snd judicial system
which we have only adopted, and which is some
centuries older thun our empire in India. Long before
we knew anything of India, the fmbric of native
socioty had been characterised by some peculiar and
excellent institutions, viz, by & municipal organisa-
tion, providing a most efficient police for the admi-
nistration of criminal law, while the ecivil law was
worked by a simple process of arbitration, which
either prevented litigation, or else ensured prompt
sud substantial justice to the litigants. It may be
worth while to add some details on the subject of
these inatitutions.

The village was the germ of the whole political
systam of native States. The oconstitution of a
village was the model of that of a town consisting of
more than one parish; and so om, till the village
became a city; each branch of the municipality
increasing os the community enlarged, until the
single smith or ocarpenter of the village was
represented by the gnild of his trade in the city;
and in every case the freeholders forming a corpo-
ration whioch managed the municipal revenuss and
police, and was the organ through which the Govern-
ment transacted its business with the people. Asa
rule, all over ITudia, there were thres classes of ryots
or cultivators in every village : lst, the fresholders
or proprietors of the soil; 2nd, a class like copy-
holders, who rented of the first, but could not sell
nor be turned oub of their holdings while they per-
formed their engagements; 8rd, a class of tenants-
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‘at-will ; the mechanies, police, &o., were paid partly
by tax-free lands, and partly by a fixred portion of
the produce of each field. Of the above, the land-
lord clase alone was reaponsible to the Government
for the taxes, which were assessed on each member
.of this body by its elective council, and the surplus
rent, after paying Government duas and municipal
expenses, was divided smong the {reeholders, in
proportion to their share, large or small, of the
Pruﬁarty : but there was mothing like “ communism **
in this division except the sort of communiem we
haye in many parishes in England, viz,, a fresholder’s
right of pasturage on the village cowmmon, where
there happenéd to be sach a thing. The two most
useful functionaries in this municipality were the
head-man and the record-keeper; both generally here-
ditary'officers, but requiring the confirmation of Go-
vernment. The head-man was village magiatrate, tax-
gatherer, coroner, &, and had & limifed civil and
eriminal jurisdiction, though in the village council,
he was simply  primus inter pores.” The record-
keeper was quite as important an officer as the first,
for nowhere 1n the world were the rocords kept with
morse accuracy and statistical detail than in India.
The village books contained o register of every field,
with dimensions, names of owners, crops sown, &o.,
with every partiounlar of the possession or alienation
of real property by sale, heritage, or transfer, and as

he sale of land was one of the most formal processes
in all the native institutions, and every é¢ircumsatance of
the transaction was recorded, it was comparatively
easy to ascértain the truth in cases of disputed right,
Finally, the village chief and record-keeper were
represented by ocorresponding functionaries 'ab the
head of each mative district or country, who thus
connected the local with the general sdministration
and were the organs of communication between the
Government and the people. For insbance, in the
imposition of any new tax, the native 'Governments
always took -care to obtain first the. assent of the
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local aunthorities; stimulating their self-interest om
such ocoasions, and profiting in their influence dver
the people. Whereas, our Governmént has sometimes
goaded the natives into open resistance, by making
them feel that they were neither represented nor
consalted in its arbitrary imposition of new baxes.
It was the county chiefs spoken of aboye, whom Lord
Cornwallis mistook for great land-owners; thongh
thay were really only great tax-gatherers ; nnq to
whom he transferred the landed property of tlieir
districta by his Perpetual Settlement.

But certain uunfitiuua were exacted from thess
municipalitiss under the native system in return
for the privilege of self-government. Nach com-
munity was responsible for a due performanco of
its police duties, under heavy penalties ; as wer
formerly the “hundreds,” in England. They were
bound to produce or trace the per |:u;u1:.t-n.i:.uz'ﬂ.+ aF rob-
beries or outrages committed within their limits, or
else to make good the amount lost, or submit to a
ﬂpa imposed by tho Government, and partly owing
to this responsibility, partly to the peculiar fitness
for their employment of the Aborigines who fulfilled
the police dutles, there was no part of the muniel al
institutions of an Indian village more perfect t
its police system. Marvellous stories are related of
the sagacity of this native police, who have been
known to trace criminals from one county to another,
sometimes for weeks together, until they sncceeded
in apprehending them, and wherever we havé
destroyod the native institutions and disorganised
this force, a great increase of crime has been thé
consequence. Bengal is a melancholy case in point ;
and I must continually direct the reader’s attention
to the fact that wherever we have upset the native
institutions, and put inventions of our own in their
place, it has produced a great and progressive
incréase cf crime. But it was in the administration
of gival law that the merits of the native system
vere most conspicuous, The Judges were appointed
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by the King, snd sat as his representatives, and the
gentral conrts in the capibal, and local counrts in the
districts, corresponded to the old European model
with this difference, that as there wus no set of
functionaries in the Native Courts, us attorneys and
special pleaders, whose livelihoud depeuded on their
practice, the Indian judges had & motive for sup-
pressing litigation, and they maintained o system of
prbitration, comperatively inexpeunsive to the
litigants, greatly facilitated by the exact and minute
rocord of real Ernsxarty, und gsosrcely ever lewding
to appeals to u higher Conrt.
It is worth while to add a sketoh of the formsin
Native Qivil Qoyets ; a8 they are still existing and
wurking to sdmiration, wherever we have not des.
troyed the native instifutions and introduced ourlsys<
tem of “artificial technicalities ** After the plaintiff’g
petition is received by the judge, he must attend when
it is read in court, to saswer any interrogatories the
judgo chooses to put to him. The defendant is then
suwmoned and required v answer in writing, and it
is the duty ol the judge, at this stage of the proceed-
ings, to endoavour to effect un arrangewens or com-
vomnise, and obtain from the parties matnal relesases ;
in which caso, this first process is final. Failing jn
this, the jndge proposes to them an arbiration of
frignds, geuerslly avcepted when the parties are
dealing [airly with one another—and the forms of
a regular triul are enforced by an officer of the cuars,
ho has power fo compel the attendancecf witnesses
e predugtion of papers, &o,; the award 18 made a
rule t::rk"l',}ml;rti end this second process.is fiual Lop,
When one or both parties refuse this method, they,
are roquired to give sacurities, the one to proseoute,
the other to defend the case. L'he Court then sim.
mons a namber of individuals of the same pa faﬂun,
or rank as the parties, ont of whom a ceriain ndmber
are selected, any of whom the plaintiff or, ‘defendant
Las u right to challenge ; the Conrt deciding on the
vaiidity of objection. The palties are-then required
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to sign an instrument agreeing to submit their canse ta
this jury, and pay a certain fine to Government if
they appeal agaiost the decision (this meaning
appeal costs), and after the hearing of the caunse,
before the decree is passed, they are requived to sign
an affirmation of the fairness of the procesdings. An
officer of the Court attends to regulate the forms, as.
in the Arbitration Coarts, and in this way several
suits may be conducted simultaneously in the shme
Qourt. When the deores is given,jthe judge awards.
their costs to jurors, witnesses, &o., and decides who-
is to pay them. In the event of an appeal, the
appellant must enter into recognizances to pay the
expenses, but an appeal beyond the district seems to
be unheard of, and this simple mode of dispensing
justics, minus English law and attornoys and special
pleaders, is to this day completely sucoessful. It is
not that lawyers do not exist in Native States, but
that the Court alone can summon them, if it requires
their advice or assistance ; the parties cannot hirer
them under the native eystem, as they do under our
system, to deleat the ends of justice.

Such then is the native judicial administration ag
it still exists in many parts of India, and did exist
everywhere ; and so well did it work, that Mr.
Elphinstone can only account for “the flourishing
state of the Mahralta country,” in spite of the
ébvious defects in its government, by attributing it
to the judicial part of the native institutions, And
now, in_lien of this simple and rational mode of
dispensing justice, we have given the natives an
obscure, complicated, pedantic system of English
law, full of “ artifipial technicnlities,” whick disable
the candidates for justice from any longer pleading
their own cause, and force them te have reconrse
to & swarm of attorneys and special pleaders, that-is
of professional rogues, according to Mr. Campbell, to
conduact their cases, by which means we have tanght
an ingénious people to refine upon the quibbles and
figtions of English lawyers, &ns become such adepts.
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in the science, that the course of justice, civil as well
as criminal, is utterly confounded in a maze of
artifice and frand, and the nabives, both bigh and
low, are becoming more and more demoralised, as
they become more dexterous in applying all the
¢t gharp practice ”’ of English law.

The author of “Modern India’ has given a very

raphio desoription of our system, but I can only

gnd room for an outline ef his revelations- He BLYS
that some men go from Hailey bary, wheg are not, and
never can be, fit for the duties of the Qivil Bervice;
that in.the course of prowotion, men are chaoged
from ong department to another with a totally diffe-
rent set of duties at eyery step—{requently posted to
different parts of the country where they do not
understand the language of the people ; and that they
only hold the same office on an ayerage’ for two or
three years without interruption, which gives little
opportunity for acquiring the local knowledge'
mecessary for administrative duties. As  the
rule, promotion goes by seniority, and so the most
indifferent officers attain a certain rank in time, and
higher appointments are sometimes long blocked np
by elderly men, never brilliant and now inefficient,
worn out in body, mind, or temper, yet who cannot,
or will not retire. .8

When a collector is old emough, he is made a
judge—and to this step there is almost np excéption
if it is wished for. “It seems to be considered, that
if at this time of life a man is fit for anything at all,
he is fit for a judge ; and if he is fit for mnothing,
better make him a Endga and get rid of himg for
once in fhat office he has no clavm to farther promo+
tien by mere semiprity alone.” Altogether, it
happeuns that, few abive mediocrity remain to Ba-
judges, and of those who do, many are ﬂ;ina]:gp?/_ﬂtﬁi
men ; and in both, divisions of the Bengal Presidency
they are promoted to be judges late in life, with no.
previous experince whatever of the Erinoipa‘i portion
of their duties, oiyil justice, -
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These judges are nervous, captions, end timid;
disposed to overstrain forms and exaggerate tech-
nicalities, and to' rush into the extreme of legal
niceties and quibblés ; they are tnwilling to convict
on readsonablé evidénce—some, ynable to make np
their minds, and thinkingl anoquittdl the safest counrse
—some, ,considesing thumée?vau charged with the
interests of the prisoner as opposed to the magistrate,
and seeking for ,every argument for acquittal, dub.
stantial or te¢huical ; and finally they are proné to
feél that their consequence depends upon activel
interfering with and checking the magistrates, nuﬁ
to give prisoners the benefit of every donbt on theis
minds, reasonable or unreasonable, rather than face
the responsibility of convicting them. “Translerred
to the superintendence of a large judicjal machinery
after hgving spent the best of their years and
gnergies in other employments, it is hardly to he
expected that' they wounld well perform so diffioult &
task.” Saoch being the judges, let us see wlat are
the lawd. ' S

" The oriminal law is a- patchwork, made up of
pieces engrafted at all tfmés'and seasons on ground-
wark of native ¢ddeb, neaily dovered and oblilerated;
in fact, by practice and contingal emendations, there
has grown up a system of oyr own, and the Sadder
Court, composed of the judges described above, are
in the babit of isening anthoritative *construction”
of regulations and pdints of practicd : but succesaive

udges pretty often vary their constrnotions. In the
civil law the Government has soarcely interfered at
all in the latws regulating property ;'but precedents
pnd ' gongtrichiéns * have swelled qut into a large
and complicatad legul system, quite undigested and
unarranged, and the jndges of vne day are éonatantly
altering the constryctions of their predecessors,
Buch, then, belng the judges, and such the laws, and
the police being inefficient, except in the‘ Punjab,
where “the wholesome ancient gystem is more exactly
pdhered to," let us see how ;the system works, and
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firgt in eriminal law, It appears that the' ma iatrate
has greater facilities for eliciting the truth -tfan the
indge : by questioning the witneases, whose evidenae is
all taken down in writing, and ascertainin that they
understand what is recorded ; and the am?mr hardly.
over-knew evidence to be at all perverted where tha
parties, the magistrate, and the witnesses g)) spoke
and undarstood the same language. Moreover, in the
new territories there is a habit of confessing among
the people; though this is exchanged for aﬁu.bitrgf
denial ip the clparpst cpses whan tﬁxey find onf the
many judicial chanoes of escape under oar system.
Altogaether in pew terrifories, an efficient and ex-~
%ﬁﬁiﬁ_’ __i,ﬁr‘l‘t!ﬁ"l_i":r_m;ﬁi well" gét at ‘the truth in
mogf oases) bt Wori {8 'a gréol” doterioratiog in the
conrse of fime, from which’' Mr.  Ou pbell infeis that
lying end perjpry ‘are quite 85 ‘mudhdie fo our”
judicial institutions as to the people. " It “appoard
thab the judge prefers deliberate staterisnts as the
best ]agpfaﬂdanca ; Whila ‘the magistrate can o some
extont ascertain the oharacter and history of the
witnessas, and does & good ‘deal towards weighin
them properly. But still experienced criminals, ani
especially the &rofaa;ionnl attorueys about the Qourts,
do much tp batfle him; witnoesses nre sent up. ‘well
erammed and cautioped to tall a a'onnupta_d'}h?ﬁpjihjﬁg‘ﬁ
10t to tell oo minchk; and when the ¢ass” uffer & Jong
atorval goes to the judge, ths svidsnos”is’ fort
iterall 'n'.ﬁ‘!hi*u‘g{ Al the witnessess ' u#8 thoroughly
°up ins fh cp-told tale,’ Nothing 18 to bs mada
ioh wifnpsses  directly "ﬁuﬂ_t'mdiuting
. gggf'ugn' ab little aﬁ:obﬁ ont of
b Wibhens 18 o witheds, an b T G
[ F_?"E‘_“Tﬁu oiyil 'u‘amti'ﬂ T
_ erjoty, and ‘in onr older possesy. -
ions falss witieysds for Sriminal trisls ‘cha basily
- be procured from ther ':s_a.'"_"" “Atb the tﬂg_l;‘;ﬁ" ) O

magistrate’s clerke .- 088 ‘the meckanioh]d bids _ .-
;};'-ﬂi-ﬁﬂﬂf’“}: and’ ?g mofe, 'Thy Egﬁ er may,
BE OF Tresh witndssen ho pls
AP w._“ CBFUE S 1l

one anoh
#‘ ”*'IT‘d,i_q'
nothing else"ahdg .
graat Solools Iﬂr_. SB
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aid has o right to connsel; although there is none
for the prosecution; and *“the professional adwvocates.
are the most unsorvapulous of men-’ PFinally, though
the form of a juty is preserved, the judie ﬂmarﬁﬁy
puts into the box some of -the -plenders, avd stch-
Eoop‘lr abont the Conrt—intimates to' them. .very
roadly his opinion—they - always e with him—.
and there is no more troubles Under this -system.
there is a great ‘increase of orimé; most marked in.
our oldest possessions ; and ‘“the Daocoits have now
got the better of the laws!” It would be very odd
if it were otherwise ! i
" Now let us see what is the system in civil law,
When the plaint is lodged, which is generally long,
rambling, circumstantial, exceedingly exaggerated,
and fall of irrelevant matter, a notice is served omn
the defendant, or stuck np in the village where he is
supposed to reside, requiring him to file an answer
in 8 oértain number of ‘days. If he does so, the
Inintif is called upon for & replication, the defen-
nt tor ' rejoindér, and 8o on, esch paper contain-
ing sll ¥inds of adsertions, sconsations, and technioal
objections, and refusing to admib the plainest facts.
This being completed, issne is supposed to be jpited,
that is to say, the judge has before him & mass of the
most prodigions contradictions which uwnscrapnlons
stibtlety oan deliberately prepare in writin%, and
‘gredt quantitities of irrélevant matter, and then he
_:ﬁpointa a day for trisl. Tesnes of law and fact ara
‘sll joined at the same-time. In the trial the judge ia
not permitted himself to make any effort towards the-
troth, " Dverything is left entirely to the management
of the parties and. their professional advisers, who
avail themdelves of every weapon, fair and uwofair.
Perjury, forgery, and fraud, sre altogether in the-
eivil courts ; in fact, the whole system is ome' of
highly perfected fencing; with -snch: weapons: The:
arties marshal up their own prépared witnesses,.
%&ﬂgp& their own documents, ngﬁpﬁl]r for referedce
“purticnlar records, The ju@'gm?ﬁu'niﬁ?ﬂgnt‘uﬂ-‘nh;r
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o

account refer to the records of his own or the collee-
tor’s office, except on special application from'one of
the parties. He scrupulonsly restricts himself to the
worst evidence, and having heard that he decides a
ke best may, If either party commip @ny error o
form, 1t is fatal to his onuse. If the defandant doem
not appear in the manner requived, the decree goes,
against him by dafanlt, and the firat he hears of it
i in the seisure of his lands and goods, after which
kp has no legal reriedy. In execution of decrees
personal property 18 digtrained, &e. Agsinst the
possessor of landed rights the process is exceedingly
simple. They #re at once sold by auction without
veseryé to the highest bidder in satisfaction of the
detree ; or if oertain rights ate at owoe made oyer by
procept addressed to the collector, who musfinipli~
oitly obey, however inmequitable he ‘may -kiow ]l"hp-
decision to be, and  however inconsistent with the’
rights of others. Huch then is the system of oivil
law, and the worat of it 18, we have succesded in
giving the natives o taste for thas system of artaficial
teohnioalities, * which thrives amazngly; and a8
mosgt péople are frequently involved in htigation in
some shape or other, the whole country is demoralieed”
by 1t, and the lowest villagers are becoming up to
many “dodges” of the law. Finally, 6ar suthor says,,
#the judicial onth as 1t is nsed, does.nob ini'fthe very
18ast affect the ovidence. And yét thisis ot bedause
the réligious safiction of an oath 18° Gnknown to the
ple * Om the contrary it was nowhére sfronger,
and thisis' andthiér’ of the ohanges caused by our
e _*naum.wz. I found that o solemn
onth was * Astbuishingly binding, not gabbled ofif
lightly 84 an every utdtter in the Sourts of jnatids,
bt taken on rate” oesdions, éftér the fazhion of ¥
people themsslves. ‘Bat stich briding oaths “do-
ex1st in our older piovimces. The judical  gath ia
ntuch too vommon-pldce” an affair to. Giﬂﬁ%é-j@ ght,
ahd the people sesing perjuty practised impu-

nfty, become nsed T it 3_’1‘%{: 1%.3*_3 poggess any
L [ T R -1 I e w8 o= W R
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srovinee the more common and grave does perjury
apome. "’ - " ’

" Bugh then are out judges, and laws, and adminis,
tration of what is called civil and griminal justice in
Indip. And the maintenance of this demoralising
p?lhul:tjl is the more iniguitoys tltf t (oyernment is
swape of the eyil, and donscious of the remedy. That
remedy has been spplied jn the Punjapb, gnd the
réason for adopting it is thua gtated by Mr, Uan-
bell :—* After s long tridl of the working of the old
coprts, it may be supposed that the Government was
little inclined fo extend their operation, and the
system was so radicslly viciong that there was no
suiending it except by altogether swegping it away
aid commencing de névo.” He then gives the details
of the Punjab aﬁmlmsﬁmtion which the reader will
find ig the sams native system described in th
béginning of this' ohdpter. The remedy then, and
the quly ﬁp*"lilqﬁo rabgrn to that loo 1 self-goyernment
t&’l}‘:ﬁqua mode of administdting justice, indigenous

"'the'goun’ry, ‘and 'cofigenial ' to the manners
of'its inhabitahts, ‘A’ remarkable instance of the
giiccess gf returhing to native principlea ig given by
the historian, Professor Wilkon, whera he relates how
a Bengal magistrate spoceeded in' putting’ down gnn .
robbery inthe “"disbrict of Burdwan. He says: ““Tha’
instrumentd employed were the neglectéd ‘and under-
valned irﬁm’bit-u'huh.a of the country, animated by skilfal
spbrintendencs and encoyragement. The landowners’
an 'Ehmli’meq of the villages and various trades, were
oalled upoh to enter into engagements for plha' perform-"
anog of bhosp daties, whtioh it was personsally explained
to themthey were expected 'to fulfil, and the village
watohmen Weré punished for neglect or connivance,
and rewsr ded for' courage and good condpot. Attem-,
pts to déprive them of their service lands wqre sedulo~’
ubly regigted, and the villagers were encouraged '
givethem more liberal subsistence. In this instancei
Was Unequivocally shown that the co-operation of tha
péople” was to be had, and that ‘when 'had if-¥ag
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efficacious. Notwithsanding this evidenceof the feasib-
ity of & different system, no attempt was made to
act upon it on a more extensive scale.”” Nolinspead
of that, in spite of every evidence, and warning; and
remonstrance from the most competent anthortiies,
the Govevrnment has deliberately gone on breaking
up the native system all overthe country, except in the
orth-west Provinges and the Punjab, and yet, owing
partly tothe short date of our Hmpire in t‘rgﬂ greater
portof Indis, and partly,to the extraordinary tena-
city with whioh the people cling to the most character-
istio parts of their social structure, although we have
subveértéd the fabric, we haye nowhere snccseded in
destroying the elemetits of their institutions. The
titter destruction of a village, says Bir John Maloolm,
and dispersion of its inhabitants for hundreds of
miles, and for thirty years at a time, cannot prevent
its instant re-establishment when force is withdrawn.
At that signal the people at once reappear, the lost
records are recovered, every field is recognised and
claiméd, the hereditary village officers, even when
infants, are reinstated, and the little municipality
resumes its place and reasserts its nature. The village
intitutions, he says elsewhere, will after the scenes:
they have survived, be indestructible, unless the strong
hand of power breaks up establishments which have for
ages formed the basis of all Indian Governments. Yet
this is what the strong hand of Engliuh power conti-
nues to do in our old province; to break up establi-
ghments which ensured the natives good administs

ration of eivil and ériminal law, and to maintain the . -~
shocking abusé of justice exposed by Mr. Campbell: - »
For I ask the reader whether such ajudicial aéutam:?--

this author describes be not an offemce to God:

man? It seems contrived on purpose, not merely to
render person and property inseoure, and fl-:ira_!l@)p the
means of encouraging every kind of industry, but
to force, a8 in a hntiad, every aﬂ}tgp.&anay of the
native mind; to paralyse confidence between man
aend man; snd to deprave a whole peopleas it is

r wim
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possible for lafes tb deprave them. And after the
abuses of this judicial system have been notorious
for about half a century, especilly since the Jommo-
18’ Comniittee Report of 1810, can Parliament
ptetend to beliéve that the bureancratic Government
hich has maintiined them, has done ite duty to the
Euh:]i'le of In@ia’? Can Parlikment venture to E;ﬂnng
gecret, irrdsponsible despotism of such & Governs
ment, for another twenty years ?

£ thad



CHAPTER VI. T

TixAxOE AND PUBLIC WOREKS,

Bous of the most sagnaoious of primoes, such as
Diocletian and Queen Elizabeth, have complained
that 1t was next to impossible fir even & wise an'd

ood ruler to find out the truth, when it was thé
nterest of his ministers to oombine togethér to
deceive their sovereign.

Never was this more strikingly exemplified tham
by the mystification of Bugland with regard to the
condition of the natives of Indis; by the bureauncratic
Government to whioh Hogland commits her anthority
over them. Never wa#d it more. true thaf, “whub
flatters the sovereign generally formsthe midery of
the people ;" as we shall see when I examiné what
those “blessings of the Brifish Rule, ”” which Eogland
imagines she confers upon Indis, really are ?

The most curous thing 18, that although the
imposture of the day is invariably exposed after-
wards, the exposure never seems to reach the masg
of the people of this country, but the next grani
deception of the Indian Government is suocessful aa
any former one, This reminds me of the folldtwinj
remarks of Machiavelli on the Borgia' Pdp&y 8¢
simple are men, and so prone 0 obey s&ny impulge
from-withont, that whoever is willing to deceive them
will alwayé find those who ars willing to be déceived.
Alexander VI never did auything else thén deoeivd
men, ndp thought of any thing alse; and none ‘ever
asserted miore- confidently, -and swore to promised
better and kept them less than he did; néverthilsas
his deceptions always susceeded to a wishjib¥tit
he understood that part of the business of Iifs thoro:
ughly. ” And this is the only part-of thé busitighs of
life which the Bureauoraoy seems- to wutidfetbtand ;
however, 1f the reader has iie patience to go througlh
his chapter, I will show him that wiiless’ we- enticely
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and immediately change our system, and relieve In-
dia from the incubus of a Bureaucratic Government,
our affairs in that conntry oannot be saved from utter
ruin !: indeed it will be no easy matter tosave them
now

. As the home anthorities always treat the question
of public works as one of finance, I will take a leaf
oub of ‘their book, and consider the subjeot in a
financial point of view. What is it that now rendara
the state of the Indian finances dangerous and
unsafe, and far more so than they were in 1842, when
Sir Robert Peel strongly expressed his alarm about
them ? It 1s the steady increase of debt; the almosé
invariable deficit ; the non-increase, the docreaso in
soiie 1nstances, of the tax-paying power of the
people; coupled with the unhealthy symptom of an
unnatural weakness in this tax-paying power, and
the confession of the Indian Grovernment aftey it has
tried taxes on everything susceptible of an impost,
that it cafinot carry taxation any farther, Is not
p&%h & condition of the finances of & great empire

enough 6 alarm any foreseeiag statesman ?
. Une source of revenne has indeed increased, and
Just in time to save us from  adding several milliona
more to the debt, but, as this, source of revenne im
one which forms no test of,the genersl ability of the
people to pay taxes, although it now ocontribytes
about one-eight of the net receipt of the Indian
xohequer, it adds to the danger of our situation,
hat this duty on opinm is hiable to great fluctuation,
,gmi._ mfg t any mfay be immediately and finally
exfinguished (one-eight of the net revenue!) by an
act of common sense on the part of the Chinese
Government ; viz, by its permitting the cultivation of
the poppy at home. Surely, when the reader ocon-
miders the aotmal embarrassment of the Indian
finances, the yearly peril of losing one-eight of the
pet revenue, and the nanfaasag inability of the
oyernment to impose more taxes, he must fesl how
our own interests are involved in placing thg
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Fnances of India on & sounder footing; for as the
oase stands, althongh it would ruin England to lose
her empire in India, it is threatening our own fin-
ances with ruin to be obliged to keep it. ¢
The most etartling point to English eyes is the
small tax-paying power of the people. A eomparison
with our own happier land *!:li'illJ show the significance
of this fact. In Hngland the people pay on an
average 2l. per head of population annaally in taxes;
yet 8o far from the industry of the country’s being
erushed by saoh & burthen, the people never were 80
rosperous before; in ¢mse of war they could evident-
y raige & much larger sam for the service of the
State, and in pence the yisld . of the tares increases
with such regularity that & Chancellor of the Hx-
chequer may calenlate on a surplus of abonf twe
millions sterling every year. In India” the people
pay only bs. 4d per head, and, deducting thé opinm
monopoly and about half a mllion of tribute from
foreign States, the natives literally pay only 4s. 5d.
per head of population annually 10 taxes; ung yet by
ite own admission the Governmenk cannot raise any
larger sum in case of an emergency, and so far [rom
the yield of the Indian taxes regularly increasing and
affording a surplus nearly four times as large as that
of England, in proportion to the number of' the
eople, the Indian revenue would be actially declit-
ing &t this moment without an increasé of territory
hbxings & corresponding ineresse of charges.
o dwit not clear that there mu#t be something
‘Wrongy something completely rotten in such a state of
thinge &sthis? The people are desoribed by, Mpr.
Oampbell wted others, as being full of indusiri
energy, -and of well’ fitted to accumulate capits
Why-then are theywo wretchedly poor ? K What ba
tbecome and doed mow become of their productive
capital ? For 1t is evidently stationary, af &n un-
naturally low ebb, if it be mot  evép" dim
Aye | we must ask it sodner orlstér sand ¢

e longer

we delay the greater becomes gne pwn danger. What

vl el
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has become of the productive capital «of India? I
&m sorry to say the question opens s dark page of
English history ; for it 1a impossible %o inveptigate
this subject withon recagnising the effect of foreign
mal-administration in draining away the oapital of
the natives of India. lndependent of the illegitis
mate gaing of the last nentury, of the enormous sums
of money abatvaoted from the gountry in ﬁucﬂ old
$imes, when it was possible for a young Engliehmen
to go onb, with nothing at all, snd return at the age
of thirby-four with a fortune of a million sterling
(wide the histories of Olive, Panl Benfield, and scores
of obsoure “Nabobs ') ; independent of the savings
of Bnglish officials, who monopolise the most luora-
tive employments in the State, and go home, of
course, wheu they have realised a fortune—indepans
dent of the ‘resamptions ” of landed estates an the
gradual extinction of the native princes who spend
their insomes in the comntry, to make room for more
English offioials—in' other words, to provide more
phatronage for the Home Grovernmant—independent
of all this, these is a regular drain in hard cash every
year of ahout-three milions. sterling from Indis, for
olaims in England designated “the Home Charges,”
Now, it has been said by the hiatorisn, Professor
Wilson, that the trapsfer of surplus revenué fo
England is an exhaunsting drain upon the resources
of the country, the 1ssne of which 18 replaced by no
reflux /it ds an extraction of the life-blood from the
weoide.of national industry, which no snbaequent
introduotibn of nourishment is farnished to restore;’”
and some such effects must vesult from the snnual
transterof bo lange a proportion of the produce of
Indian taxes m.ﬂng-lnnl:!. To'bring the case home to
our own feelings, leb us conceive ourselves to be
subjugated, and obliged to ship off annually, withonb
ene farthing of return, the same proportion of our
.taxes, which would be more than eight millions
aperling, to some foreign country; to see besides,
foreigners ocoapying al% the valuable appointments
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in ctr public service, aud going home with their
fortunes, and our great In.nﬂag estates in a cohree of
gradual “resumption” by the Government; how
would our produoctive oapital stand such a drain and
snch o system ss this 7 Should we not, at least,
éxpect whén we remitted our eight millions, to have
a good administration in return for our money ?
We might be sure our foreign masters would keep
the pence in the country for their own sakes, but
should we not expect them to do something for ours ?
particularly ifthey prided themselves on being &
very Oliviatian people, much superior in morality to
ofirdelves 7 Bhould we not expect thien to have an
equitable revenue system, and s salutary administra-
tion of justive, and above &ll, considering our-heavy
tribite, fo have our means of production encouraged
#nd assisted ? or at the very least, that our foreign
tulers wounld not crush us ;to the earth by throwin
oruel and wanton jobstructions in the way of our
industry 7 Well, modeat as these expectabtions may
Beém, fhey have all been disappointed by the
Government of an Hunglish bureancracy mn India |
I have shown what sort of revenne and judicial
gystéms have been vouchesafed to the natives, and
will now show what has been done for their-trade.
But first, in order to appreciate the okstacles which
heve mocked the hopes of the natives; and doomed
their industry snd skill and the natural blessings of
thiir woil to the conrse of unfruibfulness, 1t is neces-
#aryto-understand clearly thet trade isthe instrn-
'metih of production. This poipt is so important, that
I -must Be'excused for'dwelling npon it'a hittle, '+
The'readon ‘that trade, -in  other wordsy:dom:
merce (domifutaide mercium) or axahnﬂgg,#m the
instrumient “Yof “production, is thisg  éxchange
pormits hat ‘-E&'ﬁi‘m of labouwr which“mlome gives
xelué to labour | by enabling different-meén to obtain
arficles of ntility “or ‘luxnry, which ‘they perhaps
could not produte atall, or wonld/otly produce wi Ifk
great difficulty-and loss of time—in - return for other
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things which, from their edneation or genius, or gu;'fl
or olimate, they udn_prnfnqa with osse. TUntil,
thorefore, commerce or exchange isintroduced into &
country, snd as long as every body is obliged fd
rodoce and manufacture everything he requires
r his own consamption, men remain of hecessity in
a state of barbaridm and p:fimms poverty, from
whioh they, can only emerge ii proportion Jif:-' he
division of Iabonr effected by their progress in
commercd. And in the state of barbarism or nop-
exchange, men are inclined to be idle because they
¢afi get no reward for being industrious; but when
gommerce or exchange introduces the division of
lsbour, and gives a value to labour, by offering men
what they covet in exchange for their own prodde-
tions, then the idleness of the savage is graduall
transformed into the industry of civilised man.
has, therefore; béen laid down as an axiom that
“facility of exchange is the vivifying principle, the
very sonl of industry.” i .
. |+ Bub, when if is clearly understood that etchangé
or: commeérce 8 the instrument of production, it
becomes evident that whatéver in any countr
renders this instrument oo expensive to be ','n_!ag
is 80 far mortal to that country’s indusfry; and thet
in any country where goods cannot' be brought to
market without an enormods waste of time and
money in carrying them hundreds of miles over
“mere fracks,” then, in the same degres that the
want of.roads in such a country deprives the people
of the instréfment of production, viz, eommerce or
exchange, to. the same extent it must forbid
progress; it must eneure poverty; it must
8t0p industry, and prevent the division of labour;
it must neutralise God’s’' blessing om the seil,
and tend fo keep the inhabitants barbarians and
psupers. In applying this conclusion to Indis,I
miust remind the reader that as trade is the instru-
mént.of production, every unnecesssry obstacle to
the trade of the natives, which the Government has
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pjj.lm;' thrown in their way or ‘alae naglputagl g
emove in fulfilment of its nakmw]eﬂgad dpt}r, hag
ieun so mych positive repregsion of thejr means 1:
roduction, and so ppch ﬂaatruatmn of their’ oa.;uta.
J%at T upndertake to prove that the Gn?srnmant hq.q
i ficted hoth 'Ehuaﬂ injuries on “the people of India 3,

‘has at one time ¢hmwu the mogt ryinons nhatmle*
the way of their trade, and at another time.
.ﬁnimgﬂ to ;amuvu uhpﬁutﬂaa when ndmmmg thaf
it was its ity to do so : nay, incredible as 1t may
appear, it -has eva;u prav‘qntad others from doing s0,.
And the consequence js, th tﬂn} day fhe t.mEle
qf 'I'nﬂm i! ut & miserable frnn ion of what it ought
o.pa pnr‘lqa nu,ﬁwau cannot aﬁ{}rd tq

pn? tr xes enoagh upt 0 ﬁunpcap in safety
the qﬁn Er aud .imnre if of England, "a.;nmm'
of this, it is wm th notiging t.'l:mi iha t hmh&fej
rgump{a from the land ses cpgtoms u’r' Inﬁm

1850451, are only . one mlllmn mna 'hnn:i‘maﬂ uﬂ&_,
thouua-nﬁ. ounds (including pix hundred odd ‘thous-.
apd ann%q or salt, which, since the redunction of
tty, ia fagt. nn&arau]’.l:ng and Buppraaﬁ;ng thae
rovernment manufacture, and annibilating, the,
revpnue from the ealb monopoly.) How, 'ﬁem is my
great fact! the customs of s mighty empirg, & qu-:i-
g in goblp. rivers and fine hr,rhoqa:g %g
t. umd.u of mllgm of cogst, pnrl rich in %a I'a prm
4; in cofton tnbnqgo Lmﬁaa, tea, silk, qtt‘ga.r, sandals,
wuﬁoﬂ"l Ingeed ﬂ.u.:u:, rioe, tallow wool, nu@m g, cinoamon,
%inaxgn, and p yest numbér of grains and
; ﬂuuuﬁau%m g8 nwturulf% ;ntﬂ ligent” and-

th AT ar Gostlation, 1arger thap that‘of all I
: ﬁiﬁﬁ;%;;ﬂ hﬁﬂr ﬁﬂ :f :'h:uar'%:sd. ;

ono e i

- merchants, man furers, | l d oopntr

“the - jnterior c of the bo ﬁr;,*wﬁum Wﬂ:-. . 14

’ﬁﬁu t:’it 1 nu;at‘utn; “such u.n mp_l - 0nly.

II( n ’b the ‘same ! 5

ganﬂ is Ra.]rmg_t-wantrj' nul | Bter -

more than necessary. for al:;%p ch

obtain at & cheaper~ riﬁa'{r Hﬁ}
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asserted in answer tothe above ‘* great fact,” that
no considerable increase in the cumstoms revenue of
India is posaible, for' the following reasons-—that,
the native is contented with a little rice for his food,
and scanfy clothing for his dress, and his few wanis
do not dispose him to profit by the adyantages of
commerce. I should not answer such drivelling as
this, if I had not* observed that no mystification is-
too gross to be imposed: on nnthinking people 'with'
regard to the natives of India ;as, however, every~
fhing must be amnswered, [ will mmark—luﬁﬂ,
That if the native were so eusily contented, he wo
be “different from all the rest of the human race.
Sndly, That the assertion is contradicted by our
éxperience ; for whenever the natives in our employ-
fnent, or in private occupations, gain more than the:
mass of the people, they immediately indulge in bettér
food, better clothing, finery of all sorts, equipages if
they can, and vying with one anotherin ostentatious
entertainments, which are rather astonishing*ima-
eople of, wants ; in short, they gp on like the reat:
of the world: 8rdly, I'believe that' the passions of
vanity'and génsnality are much more common to mem
<~I say nothing abont women-<than the- passion of
avarice, which is always'the vicdoffthe smallernume
ber, and the Indians might be repréached ‘for extra-
vagance on high {easts and hohidays, but not for
avarice, Perhaps Imayas well give oneexample, outr
of ‘many, to show that the few wants of the natives
are all moonshine,

The scene of the following eccmrrence, cited by
Mir: Chapman, was a district inhabited by the most
anocivilised tribe in India, Mr, Penwick says:—
*“Qur speculations in the country threw in a circula-
tion of abont onelac of rupees (10,0001.) yearly ; the-
effect of this on the condition, appearsnce, and
eomfort of the Ghonds was remarkable within thev
first' -year, and continued to improve. Those whor
were seen with a piece of cloth soarce covering their~
‘%‘1.‘\35.‘1 were hardly to be recognised with decent.

o ks 4



FINANOE AND PUBLLG: WOREH. . [

tdhatis, * good ‘dooputas,’ &o. Bome eyen carried
this so far ag to rival the gayest of the civilised who
came thers with ws. The Zemindars and others
were glad to buy, when they could. afford it,. chints.
handkerchiefs, or a piece of red broad-gloth,,
Benknives, pooket-knives, and scissors, became
mpch in demand, The men led the way, but the
women soon began to fancy a ‘sarree’ and a ‘chowles’
would not display their charms to less advantage-.
From this it appesrs that among unocivilised:
people men are vainer than, women ! and that the
natives ave ready enough to profit when they can by’
the advantages of. commepce. In fact, India has
been famous fon her commerce all through history,
till the reign of. m ‘Buteanorscy, and the traces of
former wealth, and even Juxury, are ayiai.hla; all over
the country. After all, this i anold story that the,
commerce of India iz not uuanaptri-bla. of increase,
When it was proposed to throw open the momepoly
of the Indian trade in 18183, the organs of the
Bureancracy vehemently asserted, mmong other
pleasant things, to wit, that the destruction of the-
monopoly would “subvert our Indian Em?im, »
“gacrifice the happiness of the natives,” and.
“ imminently endanger the Buritish Constitution |"—
besides these cheerful 'views, they insisted upon ik
that the experience of two centuries had provedthat
the Indian trade could net smoweass., . , ‘
i .« Well,.the export of the Company was then about
one.million sterling, and.Parliament faced the above
ternors sosfar as to allow private traders-to compete
with the«Qompany, In 1882, the-export had risen to
nearly fonr mallions, and the Gum?ﬂ.nf’a- ahar.a-_qf,j :
had dz:r-indlaﬁliu- 149, 1981 Onp this Parlisment fp
another step in.advanee, and suspended: the Uom-
pany’s right to.trade, when, without yisibly, * éndan-
gering the' British: Conatitution, g;:gh' exporf  rose
rapidly to six millions and a_half, m which
average it has stopped for:the last ten jyenrs, show-
ing that a-new limit hag heen reaghed, ,where we are:
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agpifn told that the Indian trade cannot increase.

* However, hdving gone so far, I may as well
meéntion what the nq% imit is, and after explainio

it, I shall, afﬁhougﬁ very nervoys af the thonght o
#° the British Gonstitution,” I shall venture ‘to
propose thé removal of an obstacle which prevents

‘oxpaneion of Indian trade to about eight times
it§ present amount. Mr. Chapman hes shown b
be o géneral statistical law that the consumption
u%r manpfactures by the varioys civilised countries
d¢f the world, is in the proportion of our facilities of

tf&hﬁuhinptiun with the localities where those manus
factureg are copsumed. Thus the,consumption of our

otton manufactures by the British West Indies is of
&ﬂ& ‘value of about 14s. per head of the population per
annim; by Chali, 93, 3d.; by Brazil, 8s. 5d.; by Ouba,
és. 2d.; by Pern, 5¢. 7d. ; by Central America, 10d.;
by Indis, about 8d.; and by Mexico, a country as
roadlesy as India, and noé possésging natnral-sdvants
ages corresponding to.the navigable rivers of Bengal,
.b%‘ e®icy, 8d. per head per annum. Moreover,
Mf. "Oh gaﬁ*‘h‘ap ghown fhat éven of this small

verage for Indis, the natives supplied through

m:fa.y oply take ond-half, begande they wadt the
means of communioationg :which; te some dxtent
nature bag afforded o Bengal and'Agre by theis
rivers, T :

u%u unavoidable inferénce from the aboye is thak
ofrl dian trade is at' present limited ,to the coasts
and "Ehorps of oe or’ two rivers, in that greaf
empirs, and that we canh ardly be said fo have a
tr'ati_é"ﬁ't‘h'tﬁﬁ interior, owing fo want of means of
transit and'of ‘tolerdble commpuicatiops, all over
India, and in' évery one [of 'the Presidencies, not
éxcepting Bengdl and Agra, a8 I will aﬁlow by and
bﬁy. This, then, the want of roads, the want of
éhedp carriage, thid ia the new Jiinit to the trade of
Ind{n—this is the only resson why it cannof ineraase,

d why a people described by Mr.,Campbell ag

rjoug ‘and intelligent, and whose “natiyg

-
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capitalists eagerly apnlt:-ark all kinds of enten.
prises,” gnd why the ara uuninhtnﬂ with k. {mﬂg
rice far their foad,” &o. &c.; because st is at
present phymﬁqﬂy mpuaatbie or ﬁham to avgil fahp;:n.
selves of commerce for want of meang of tranait,

I may as well notice here the ob'lzgatmniu of f‘ITF
Government with respect to public works in India,
I have already observed that common humanit;
,ahnuldamdpne us to anaoura;ga and ua;ut the menn
ﬂf roduction among & people, from whom we draj

arge & proportion q? thi:ux cppital, n?d IWI E: B2
nhum how ﬂ:.a want of roads in any country ten
keop its inhabifants hnrha.r;a.na and pﬁnpmn

POW ra;nu.rl: ﬁl;.it-. in Iy,dia, where not only
,tll.ﬁp; @8 bpt the uptiye &;mtqﬂrwy, who used
from mli'gmun motives fo he 08} ]1. ralj Hljﬁﬂﬂhﬁa
ublic works, are’ fast ﬂlap paa;m the in-
guunma of our dominion, 1n l:u:hu (1) qln“ ‘3 i]h 'b:??
een the immemorial usage for the St te cops-
j;rul:,t. many mdupunaabla poblic works for the
eople. In India it is racogmaad 88 an historical
act tha.ﬁ part of the reyenue is received by the
fowmm&nt a8 trpstee for the people, to be dig-
rsed in public works ; and not only was his dnw
inculeated in the mamuhaa of a.mﬂrlu-na ang
charged by all good Hugul an li:l.lion p;?‘?
,Eu that the copntry is covered with E-,hg
orks execnted by them, but its I:-l:n f-m,u
E; dpty has all alang been n&fmbia ﬁ tmh
gpf in pheory, though pd rednoed 30

» one of the wit 08
;tmn ﬂf“‘? o'hllga.rtt,qnq%p%;qﬂ t B ]lllvFl A
of Jisﬁ, gmn exquses ‘for $hﬂ nqg .-
prblic wor a::nm 6pd B8R B0
ABow what they 7{ Sphpad, ot
the means o puna %}ug rﬁadn - ok be
raised b Enz Ni opal ta and/sdded,
on the p ng of Bir Jﬁ“'#ﬂ st “with
_rufamnu&tu tﬁu lﬂﬂWPWlﬁam} ﬂf : i 0 any-

&
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thing thet is new, tolls could not well be levied on-
toads and capals. 4p & means of reimbursument.’”
‘Well, snpposing they could not the Government has
always been sépaidindireotly for any such worl, by the-
t“magioal effest;” we Mr. -'ngliumwn Rameay called
it, of a‘néw ro&d. in’ creating wealth in Indis, I will
ive biie of'the‘instanbes’ cited to ‘the' above Ovm-
. ‘mittés by General Briggs, of the effect of opening a
‘Yew' glisut-of. the Comptah voad:: *inoompléte as the
“road’ was, the trdfflo of the' port “of Uum]iohh daring
‘three yesrs had inoréased from 160,000l to 400,0001,
wnd the dustoms Had' also increased from 48621 ‘to-
18,0161, within: the same period. ”
“ "Bt why could not tolls be levied 7 Mr, Mangles
}ﬁﬂ, “ the Indian strenuously resists any effort at
new taxation ; and' cited the resistance of Bareilly
to a police tax to prove the fact. Now Mr. Mangles
‘ought to have known that the sedition of Bareilly
was cdused by the brutal tyrarmy of s low over-
bearing dative, who was placed at' the head' of the
‘police by tite ﬁ'ﬁtiih sufliorities, and‘ empowered: to-
‘?ﬂﬁ" o@noe-a Tast whick should supersede the old self-
*govérnmént bl the oity; although' this' refiar had:
notoriously “been: guilty of 'many acts of oppression.
and extortion, nni wad 8t that very time-d public
defaulter himself' ‘'who* for fonr years had set' the
collector at deflance, And when Mr, (Mangles waid
-that similar measures of' the Government were
Hplwaye resisted’ a lolrance, "™ he ought to Kave-
* known'that the very same measure which was resisted.
at Bareilly was adopted without the slightest resist-
“"sncé'in Bengal (as in other places), because there the:
Grovernment conformed to tlie custom of the country,,
and introduced the messure through the agency of the-
natural chiefs' and representatives of the people; and
it is worth remarking; thatthe effbct of t‘;iﬂ Govern-
mént measure of snbstituting its own police for the
« old local and munioipal police, hias been. the almost
' mbter privation of protection and esfety to person,
“sproperty, or honour, throughout Bengal. v
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It is not the case therefore that Government-can-
not impose new taxes, if it introduoss them. accord-
ing to the custom of the country,.and allows- ths.
people to feel that their representatives have.been
consulted previously ; the only real diffienlty is to-
conceive any tax that would. be new. in India ! for
everything has been taxed. already, down. to shops.
and implements, down.io sach things as fishermen’s.
nets, workmen’s tools,.and.barbers’ uieosils! and.this.
odious tax is sbill levied in Madras, It is.nodonbt.
true that public works cannet now be. constructed:
by local taxabion.in most parts of Indis, because the.

overnment has drained.the peoples ‘ of. their.capital
by:ite. vioious revenue system, and.deprived them of
the chrar of. voluntary -effoyt. for as whiles But if
public works.were constructed. they coulds be main--
tained. by local taxabtion, whioh is now. deing.and:
has done & good deal in India, For. instancey the.
Indiaw press has for.some time past noticed.the: act.
of large towns such.as Kurrachee; Surut, Mussoorie, .
Bhahjehsnpove,, several others under. the Agra
Government, and Lahore, Broach,. Belgaum,; Poonah,,
&c., comng forward one after another to avail them-
selves-of enactments permitting them.to« levy loeal,
rates for eanitary and. municipal, purposes.. Again,
when, Lient-Gensral Briggs was sdministering the.
provinces of Oandeish he. actoally. began+ miking:
- ronds-at-a-time-when, the. ryots were. hetter- off, by
rely volontacy local comtributions; and: I have.
own the same thing- dons elsawheres Aunothar-
_ gentl ; who-had succeeded.his: father as a.land-
ownerin India; told the Committea in, 1848, with,
“referenpe to-the: po-operaéion.of the natives in, .
in?-ruﬂ-&d,."?ﬂ sn.do anything, with. them. if” e,
only reason,with.hemwand, show. them: you, mfesy it.
for their benefit, aud not.for. & fresh sabjsct,of taxa.
"tion.” He added that lecal faxation mi ‘BHOP--
ted to for the meintenance-of rosds-and bridges, sudt
instanced'a case where he had made . road: andl
established a.forry, sssigning:the toll of the ferry-

2
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o the maintenance of the yoad; but subssquently
the Fovernment had doubled the toll on the fervy,
und refused ta give guything for the repairs of the
road: and he said that in his experience a very
large fap'd reised from the tolls op ferries in Mala-
bar, wes-4pproprigted as syrplug vevenue (contrary
fo an éxpresy lyw), and not applied to the making
or tgpairigg of roads. The same complaint is made
tior phis day in Madras, and I shall presently pogice a
* gimilar complaint in Bengal.

- With regard to the natpral disposition of /the
Tatives to conpribute to public works, it is worfh
Totiting that the Indian journals in the different
Presidencies regularly pablish an snnual list of the
publig works constructed by private individuals
among the natives; and one opulent Parsee merchant
of Bombay has aotually gpent 1 this way, on roads,
bridges, tanks, wells, caravanserais, schools, hoepitals,
religjous edifices, &o., the enormous -snm of 180,0001,
sterling, On a formear ‘gocasion, March, 1850, in
noticigthe fadt that the snxiety of a rich nativa to
build gome public work wag qften frustrated by the
want of a small addifign to the sym he could devote
to it, and in vainly recommending the Government
to encourage this spirit by making up the deflojenoy,
“The Friepd ” quotes the following passage
(lolonel Bleeman : “The respectabls merchants lay
out their acoumulated wealth in the formation of
those works which ghall secure for them from
genération to generation, the blessing of the people

iof Eha towns in which they have resided and those
of thé country aronpd.
Butb to return to My. Mangles, T have shawn that
this gentleman-was under & mistake when he stated
“that the natives ¥ resist a Mowtrancs ™ every attempt
to impose a new tax ; but when he added that “owing
to therr indisposition to snything that is new, tolls
cannot well be levied,” he made a very donsiderable
‘yaistake indeed for an old Seorstary of the Board of
Revetue and an East India Director. In the fust
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S_Ince tolls on the roads, under the name of trausit
uties, but real bona fide tolls, have existéd from
time immemorial in India, and we have always
levied such tolls In the second place, tolls on the
forries were established by the Ferry Act of 1818,
which provided that the surplus profits, alter
paying the expenses of the ferry, ahun?ﬂ be appl ied’
to the making and repairing of roads, bridges, &ec.
&o., and I have shown how the Government viol®tes
this lJaw. In the third place, tolls on the public ro®ds,
g&asud by local Acts, have been in operation inthe

ombay Presidéncy for more than a guarter of a
century, and the following result of experience will
show whethér tolls oafrtt be looked toas amenns
of reimburgemént. ' The 'Govérnumient have made in
all Western India hut one bit 6f bridgéd and thaca-
damised road into the inferior, 72 "miles” long, and’
this is a road madé for purely niilitary objects, atd’
leading not to any great mart for commerce, but to
the garrison town at Poonah. Nevertheless, ome toll
on this road which yielded in the firat year 4001,
now yields regularly about 40000 per annum, and on
strangth of such a receipt a company was formed at
Bombay for the purpose of making roadsin the
interior a8 a private speculation, 1f the Guveérnmmernt
would allow them to lévy tolls, whose smount ib was
to fix iteelf, which offer, with the" churactéristio
j‘tg’lgﬁnagt;pt; a bureauoratio despotism, the Government

rafn
5 But "thé most unaccountable mistake of Mr,
Mangles was i1 ssderting that our transit duties wate
such %ﬁ “as Had alwayd existed in Native States
This. #en g%}nﬂ ggary for “me to re-sstabligh tie
facts of the ‘vadd, ot merely to"prove that the Native
trandit duties' fyele sitaply, tolls, tmt to show, EHat-the
Government hal dgne all’ it counld to destroy the
trade of India, and 'w8 dare bounid to wakefHe natives
all the reparation we can for such injuries, The vnly
authority 1 will refer to is Mr- Trevelyan’s Report,
mentioned in terms of praise by Mr. Mangles:
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“fis report says, that as the transit duties came
#0-us, they were mérely tolls on quantities, paid by
instalments, according to tHe distance travelled, just
l'ke English tufnpike tolls; so light that no one
thought of evading them, and requiring no forms
or permits,” #o tﬁat every one oonld come up
t6 ‘thab boll-bar without fear; dm@ though different
Xinds of articles might sométimes be charged ab
different rates, aud the number of différent rates was
,mtich fewer than in England, the utmost the turn-
pike man could do was to ask a slight additional toll,
snd on its payment let them proceed, without search
u‘ll;ﬂatantinn under any circumstances. The Report
thts describes what the Government made of these
duties ; after having in its own phrase “cousolida-
ted,” them, that is, taken for their standard
the whole amount of tolls levied on goods
going the greatest distance (so that a Kensington

ardener bringing a few potatoes Lo London, would

dve to pay us much as if he took them from Land’s
Bndito Hdinborgh) @overnment enacted that the
toll was nob to bag]wie&'na ‘the toll-bar, bnt only at
the Custom-houses. Ab thése Oustom-honses, which
were comparatively few in number, and frequefitly a
hundred miles off, the tolls were td be paid and
%armil:a granted for thé transport of goods, when the

ollector was at home to sign them; thongh as this
fitictionary was often away on what he considered
much more important business, and the clerka re-
qftired fesing to fmrry them, and there were legions of
applicants, permits were not always to be had under
goveral days—(so that the Kensingtou gardenern
would have to go and wait a few daysat Birmingham
for a permit to bring his potatoes to London).—
“That such should be the state of our Customs
regulations, ”” says Mr, Trevelyam “isa remarkable
historical fact which will not easily be credited by
the next generation. ”
" After the permits were granted, the rate of ten
pbk cedt for metals, and Bve fo ‘tén per cent.for
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-other articles, with five per cent. extra for what were
supposod to be the principal towns, and fiffeen per
cent. mors on Indian than English piece goods, snd
ten par cent. more on Indian than Eﬂylisa metals;
sfter the permits were granted, and the goods'
reached their destination, nothing more was required
than to send to the nearest Custom-hounse snd taks
ont # divided permitse” for their distribution.’
“This,”" says Mr. Trevelyan, “is a fact worthy of
being recorded for the information of postemty. If
we were to emcourage swamps, or accumulale
mountains between the different districts of our
copniry, we could not I‘:‘ral;ra_a their industry so
ectually, a8 we are doing by this scheme of
finance,” - i
However, when once the permits were “Sbtwined;
the goods were as free as air, and the “mdn ‘at the
bull-%nrn, happily named ¢ Chokeys,” had nothifig
more to do mEh them than simply to ascertain their
exact 1dentity ; that they were neither more, nor less,
nor other, nor superior in value to, mor packed in
a different way from, the goods specified in the
permits , to search them if they had a doubt on one
of these points; to confiscate them if they conld
prove any difference; but if they merely thonght 4,
“which they can always do,”” says the Réport, only
to detain them till they conld or would writa to the
eollegtor, perhaps o hundred miles off, il & roadless
country, and get instruotions on the hubject. ‘*If,”
pays Mr, Trevelyan, #it were desired to depress the
productive power of Indian industry to the greatest
possible extent, conld uny schemsé be devised for thd
purpose more, effectusl than this? Although we have
now ocular demonstration of its existence, yét'
it has once been abolished, the world will Hnd'it
difficult to believe that such a system oonld’have
been tolerated by us for the better part of o cenlliry.
Remember that, reader, for tKs bélter part of «
ventury ! . ) Lo,
But as these men at the Chokeys ' eyidently ha&
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o powar to choke the whole frade of the countryy
at sort of mén' did ‘the 'Government provide for
the purpoge ? ' Wondérful {6 reliite although they
ng galary, for thefr pay, lens than fhat of
oh, wad efitirely éwallowed up by the
xhenadl of their 'dffice n_ utnﬁaumg. &o. ;
thate ‘naver 'whs & serviod, sdys the Réport,
14 sbhto of fittor dogradatitn f plthough iogs
Enﬁa;jé’d Wete universally hated and despised,
y, Gonld not socépt their plaved withouk forfeiting
a “prﬁ néions tb character, and ftheir nama,
Fnonymous with that of rogne; yet thear post comu-
manded a high saleablé price, and a place in the
Customd was looked upon as a certain fortune.
Foroed, according to the Report, to get their living
by extortion, their brmtal tyranny snd insalts to
Women were almost certain of impumity; the mer-
hant %onld not complain, for he dreaded nothing so
mush as their siply doihg their duty, and acting
gg ;%1ﬁﬁ:q1gﬁt§‘t- of the law, by which they could at
ny time stop the trade ‘of the conntry; and the
native travellerd and pilgriins, ‘though lond enough
in privatd cbmplaint, donld not aford the time and
ioney nécesgary to o babk to the epbf &HA idendily
and prosecute a dilprit, The cdhediqience was that
the trade, the very éxistenté of thé peopls, coild
E:I'IE bé maintained by an pnivérsal systém of
4ud and smuggling ;- the rich were obliged to
sm? 61 tHeir bhsféss in  collusion with the

had in Ta

phoksymies ; the poor were their daily viotims ;
and thus, by the agency of these scoundrels, suppor
téd by thié ringe of patrols, did the Govérnment
b convért the Whole ntugﬁﬁﬁ of the country into ofie
chokey,” 4nd a ‘m"nﬁutruﬂn dystém of nuniversal éxcise
subjected the ifd@nsbrions part of the éommuniby fo
thé mést crnél pénilties,
v “The truly barbarous and deétrdctive stateof
things a4bove déscribed, ” says Mr. Trevelyan, * had
?&ta stence under the Native system ;” dnd he
erntés that 1t will ‘appwar ~slmost incrédible in
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nother age that o #ystem which belongs only to
times of barbarism should bave hbeen deliberately
established and obstinately persevered in by tbs.”
And while the reporter insists agsin and ag:&n on
the “dtterly barbarous’, and tradedestroying effects
of this system, he is guite as mach shooked by ita.
# pernictous effeot on the national morals.” He
says, * this system may be said to be productive of
universal erime, ’— It is a great moral pest, "—and
ke explaing how it corrupts the whole Enuﬁr of the
people. Hers I cahnot help exclaiming, shall we
for ever be content to Jisten to ** the annual comcert
of praises, sung from yesr to year, upon the Indian
fumrnmunt;! and the incresting happiness of tha
ndian people, when they are all the while sinking
into deeper pdverty and wretchedness?” shall we
for aver be satisfied with the solemn plau&i-hlhﬁ#hl]‘f
public despatches and Haileybury addresses, W.

it invariably turns ont afterwards that the natives
have been cruelly oppressed? Will the Emnglish
heart never beat for India, a country that has con-
tributed so largely to onr wealth and greatness, and
to which a generous people owe so much proseobion,
and kindness, and justice ?

To resume: Mr. Mangles took oredit to the
Government for having abolished the transit.dnties,
“ in cgonsequence of Mr. Trevelyan’s Repart.”
find as nsual that Mr. Manglea was under & mistake.
In the first place, unless such a true: friend of the
natives g8 Lord William Bentinok, backed by shigh
Feputationy dnd a strong politickl 'connexion ab
home, h&d wentured to eall for this Report, the
transit duties'might have gone on to this day. . Jm,
the second place, it was not thé Report bubthe
pablic sendal, 'anwd the weekly reprobation <y’ the
Indian journals of this « chrse of tbe gonntry '’k
‘was, &8 the # Friend of India " has ' said,. the cons-
tant and reiterated remdnstratrces of thé press which
at length forced the reluptant Governnfent to repeal
these duties. The reader may judge by the dates;
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the Report was dated January 1st, 1884, and these-
dutios were not abolished for twe years afterwards
in Bengal, four years afterwards in Bombay, and ten
years afterwards in Madras, where tharg wWas
aciually greater oppression thap I have desoribed—
ten years after mo-E a Report as Mg, Trevelyan’s!
Moreover, judging frem the habitual insensibility
of the Bureaucrascy to the welfare of the natives,
shown by protracted over-assessments snd other
things, I believe it was not merely the public scandal
in the press which cansed the abolition of the tranait
duties, but the argament of their assailants, that,
owing to the efforts of trade to escape from such
rammels, and the multiplication of chokeymen to
prevent it, apd its destruction of other sources
of revenue, the system was ending by entailing a
loss of money on the Government.

And now is it not shocking to feel the proved
impossibility of getting sny such grievance as this
redressed by Parliament? This is proved by experi-
ence to be the present state of the case, The onl
chance of the natives to get any bad system altered is
that the Buresncracy may themselves think at length
that they are losing money by it; but it slways
requires years to get any chaoge made in the
strongest cases: and meanwhile, until after the
change, the public in this country are kept entirely
in the dark as to the existence of the grievance, and
niysttfied as usual; and it is hopeless to complain tv
the House of Commons, Iv that House, any acousar
tion against theé Indian Government, thongh backed
by as much pesumptive evidence as is required for
any grand jury presentment, is sure to s yoted a
‘bore and treated as a calumny. It is sufficient for
one or two official men to get up and cile every
occasion on which the Government has done right,
omiting to mention the long previous pressure from
without which forced it to leave off rfuing Wrong ;
ther to: admit that there may be some trifles in which

thedndian administration is not guite pexfect, yet,
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though with regard to the particular griévance
complained of, “all the stories about that are
without foundation, ” and, with regard to the other
trifles, really Government is going ahead as fast as’
it can, and doing everything to make everybody happy
end comfortable; and on this sort of routine ex-
planation, the few members who are left, just enough
to make & House, these few decide that the official
is right and the complainant is wrong, and get rid
of the subject with a precipitation which shows that
India 18 the bugbear of members of Parliament.

I appeal to the debate of June, 1850, for proof
of ‘what | 8ay : considering the excessive and all but
insupérable'dificulty of gnding out anything about
mal-administration in lndia, considering that no
iwformation can be procured except from euch
unwilling witnesses as the servants and depen-
dents of Government itself, it was evident, on
the oocasion I refer to, that where so much was
proved, in spite of every difficulty, the accusation
could be fully proved if a fair trial were sallowed,
and yet the Honse at once refnsed a fair trial. And
what is the consequence? That as the Bureamcracy
feel that no amount of injury to the natives, and no
degree of danger to the interests of England will
iugm:e Parliameut to interfere, ® it takes yeard of
priyate reports, and then years of public notidriety
and doandal, to get any grievance redressed in India.”
Buch Yas been the case in instances of the most cruel
over-afsessment, of the non-employment of the
nativés, of the judicial system, the transit duties, and
varions other things, and 80 it' promises to be in
the case of publio worka. r? o

I will )iauaa here'to mark the prog ress of my atgat

ment, I began*by dhowing why the natives tight
expect to have fHdi* means of production encotfaged
and assisted by - theif ‘forsign riflers; and why,
exchange being the instrument of produstion, ‘they
might expect that our Government would do every-
thing o help their trade, “and-ndthing: to repress
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their industry, and prevent the accumulation of
their capital, when it had to support the annual drain
to Bngland., Nevertheless, I undertook to show that
because the Goyernment had thrown some obstacles
in the way of thejr trade, and not done its dutf' in
removing others, the capital of India had been lost,
its gommerce wasted away, ifs finances involved,
and its paople broken in spirit and in fortunes, 1
have -#hunaf?:-ra shown, first, what the Government
has done to destroy the commerce of India by transit
duties, “deliberately established and obstinately
persevered in, for the better part of a century,” and
only recently and reluctantly abolished; and I will
now show injuries the Government has inflicted by
not making roads, &o.

It may be as well to begin by giving an exampls,
ad the illnstration, not the measure, of this injury
in the history of & particular branch of commerce,
because the reader will then understand better what
an oppressjon this bureancratic Government is to the
prodocers of India, and becanse there 18 no question
1n which it is more vepegssary to axpose the mystifica-
tion of the Home authorities than the one of Indian
¢otton. I will notice .in passing the magnitude of
our national interest in thiz questign, Our cotton
manufacture now employs one-eighth of the popula.
tion of the United Kingdom, and coutributes one-
fourth of the whole national revenne, or more than
twelve millions sterling per annum. And such a
manufactqre is now dangerously limited to oue
i;qnpigq spurce of aupgl;r, a.n,g exposed under immense’
and.ingreasing competition, to the risk of a short
crop in the one conntry of supply ; from which cayse
& loss of eleyen millions sterling was suffered by our
manufactures in 1850, besides the ourtailing of
employment and falling off of consumption on such

oossions. Moreover, the monopoly of supply by
erica not only raises the price, bmnt, from the
pesgibility of war, slaye emancipation, du., exposed
wg fothe risk of a cotton famine in some unlucky
s - i ol ot |
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year ; and, after whai I have stated above, the reader
may imagine the awful, the possibly fatal, -affacta of
guch a catastrophe in England,—and all this while,
might, though she could not do it at a moment's
notice, send up plenty of cotton, and is only preven.-
ted from doing so by mal-administration.

Now to put o stop to the trick of doubling: back
from one exploded srgument fo another, by which
the organs of the Bureancracy have made the debate
endless, I will here recapitulgte and answer categori-
eally the different excnses made by the Goyeryment
advoostes for the soanty supply of Indian cotton ;
at the game time I will cite good authorties to show
what g,8npply of cotton ia might gend to this
gountry, and to show that the gole camse of har nof
doin g 8o is the neglect of itg acknowledged duties by
the Grovernment. o, -

The latest excuse furns on freight. It is said
that the reason why Indian cotfon cannot compete
with American, is the greater distance and excess of
freight from India. An eminent politician told me,
on official suthority, that “the fact was, freight had
more fo do with the question than anything else;
and the reduction of a halfpenny a pound or so in
the freight would make all the differemce.?’ Now
admitting, for the sake of argnment, that ahalipenny
g pound woyld make all the difference,] Shedid like
fo Jknow, considering that the freight from India

.18 always less, and often much less thana halipenny
p panndy whether our men-of-war .areto be employed
in importing the«cotbon, or what other means e
have pf redyoing the cost of freight tq less than
nothing ? ﬁmgﬂﬁ when politicians believe that ¢he
reduction ¢f a'ha/fpenny a.pound would malve.adlsthe
diffarence, what .do the. -ﬂimk of the fact thdt
Bombay duptqn Commitsee, composed of Govertinent
officers as well as merchants, esfimatedsthe floss
arising from the present defective mods tofsinland
fransit, cansed by the want of wowds and: bridgés, as
an addition to the cost of Indian eotton ¢f a penny &
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,pound ? Do they not think that if the redumction of
a halfpenny & pound in freight would make. all the
"difference, the reduction of s penny & pound in
carriage would have pretty nearly as good an effect?
‘Not that I dislike the idea of reducing the cost of
freight to less than nothing, but I cannot recommend
it till I know hbw it osn be- dome; meanwhale,
(88, I do know how the "coat of camrisge osn
e enormonsly reduoed, I confine myseli to recom-
_mending the conetruction of roads, bridges, canals
_quays, &o. &o. I have one final difficalty about
“making a difference of a hal’penny a pound in freight
between India and Amerioa. There lies before moe a.
_report from o large amporling house, dated Bept.
27th, 1852, on the nvara%u rates of freights on cotton.
for the preceding twelve months, from India and.
America, and these rates are as Eollows :—

Bombay—4}jnds of & penny per Ib:
New U:len.gsf—;i_hd'a of & penny per pound,

I now come-to the excuse of “residence. ” The:
@overnmenb organs have repeatedly asserted that. it
was the fault of the merchants themselves that the
trade in. Indian-cotton. did. not progress satisfactorily,
because they wonld mot, establish reaident agents in.
the cotton. districts. In a book published last year

, on “the Culture of Cotton in India, * by a Leaden-~
lall-street suthority, this step of establishing resi-
dents is more than ever recommended se being the-
gine qua non of sucoess in. the Indian cotton trada.
Now, I might answer that it is “the nuisance:of
ourcivil courts, and the revenne system- we have estab-
lishedy” and the difficulty of making out a title in the -
present defective state of our laws, which, according-
bo the ¢ Friend.of India/’ for July 29, 1852, most effect )
uslly prevent any European from embarking his.capi«
tal in land. However, let us see what the merchants.
have said themselves, when thus charged, in faot,,
with incapacity or ill-will by the Government, for npt.

+gstablishing residents, Their answer has been, that
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they have tried it on several occasions; and found.it
did not pay. This onght to be conclusiye, for it
narrows the debate to & matter of fact, and one
wounld think that to such & fact there oguld: be no
reply. Nevertheless, the Government does attemps to-
amswer and dieprove: this fact, by entering the
market itself a8 a purchaser, and making specula-
tions' in- cotton; which are proclaimed. with- great.
triumph in'the book above mentioned, to persuade-
the publio of this country that it would pay to estab-
lish residents, and not only pay, but yield a profit of
something like fifty per cents .

Now, 1t may ssem: very goodsnatured. of the Go-
Lmani‘_:tdgq:uut of its way and .engage in gommercial:
trangabtions, on purpose: to teach, the, Bombay mer-
chants-their-business; themore goodnatured, becanse-
by so doing the Government violafes. a stringent.
provision of the law, and incurs & penalty wﬁiphr
would be very serious if it were mot understood that.
its responsibility to Parliament is only a.fiction of
the lww : for the law prohibite: sny commercinl
transactions by the Company’s Government, on the
cpenalty of forfeiting-the charter. However, the good-
noture of & Bureancracy ie not a-thing to trust to; andl
‘there- is something which Lord Bacon calls “the-
tarning of the cat imthe: pan!’ at« the beitom. of it,.
whiuh% must now explain. The reader, then,.who:
+ admires-the pains. taken by the Government to teach:

~¢lia Bombay merchants. the necessity of establishing-
* yesidents in the cobton districts, bhe; innocent reader-
" will ba/smrprised to hear that this.necessity was firgt
voclajimed by the merchants: themselves, and urgpds
them i & letéér from: the, Bombay Chamber.of
@ommeércetotlid Government. eleven-yearsag o,gbév

- nob only explained the importance of this step to-bhe.
- eottom trade, pointing out.the- great benefita ‘which
- liad resulted: from the: residence of Eumpumgmt%u
interior of (eylon, but.clearly described those, obsta-
-cles to-its adoption ‘which. it was- in. the powers.of
~Government to.remoye, Which it .was ite duty to
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gemove, and which nevertheless jremain in full force
4o this day. «One of these _gbsfacles was that want of
yoads, &o., which I.shall. pralantljr‘ notice. Another
arose from Government regnlations, framed aps
arently on PuUrpese to prevent the residence of
&m:u:p«BMIfm interior, o0 {ipa protence of cony
trolling them« For slthough .if .18 ERP oged in
Mﬂ&. thet Huropesns may, ‘BOw freely getile
pyerywhere in the interior 0fIndify/ nothing ©ogn be
-more contrary bo the faoy ; bab !ih'i yoa) atate of the
loase, B8 it rempins to this day,is explained I the
shove letter, from which it appesrs thad Horopeans
oan only settle b the cofton istriots by permission
lpf the Government, on & ghort lease, and under the
lisbility of being any day twrned out of the country at
onae by @ Government officors and having their property
confiscated, without any judioist appeal being allowsd !
Tt 18 on sgch peourity - 88 this that men of busingss
BT rauammﬂaﬂ to anvest thewr oapital in. expensive
 patablishments, whioh would require the certainty of
- long - perm of pulﬂ“ﬂiﬂﬂ-_ b, ffer, the praspect of
-mabing. tnid ¥ e o » L
4 ? ﬁ‘rgm the . dats, then;of bhis Jettan, for gleven years
at least, the Govexrnment. hps beon aware of ipsur-
mountable obetacles ol the, residende . of . Buropgans
_in the ocotton distriocts; whiok it ;might, & a0y, kime,
but will not, remove. The Government is alsgaware
ithat it conveys no resl information aboul the profita
. or loss of agency, by the sssertion that its fupction-
~ pities, already in the districts, mainiained there ab
.ghiarges end risks which are an “yoknowi uanbity,”
pnd possessing axn ofluence and other advantages
which no - mercantile agent could aver enjoyr—that
. these funotionaries oconsionally make suocessful
. aﬁaeﬂatluna in afew hundred bales of cobton, Why,
then, does the Government go on hoasting.of speoule-
. fions which prove nothing snd in calonlating the. ad-
yantage of establishing vesidents, aa if phere were na
difficulty in the matter,exceph that of teaching the

wjaeyobants their oWS inteyest ? Foy ihis FpepoE—
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#nch laugnage is not meant for the m&m}mnt-u who
‘thoronghly espise 1ts hypocrisy, but if is meant for
Ahe public of this country ; yes, the people of England
must be systematicall deceived and myah d, "
os usual, in order that, instead of seeing in the
"want of Buropean residents in the interior, anothar
proof of burespcratic mal-sdministration, they ma
potually pity the Government which preventa Buu{
residence, for its wanbt of suppork by the merchants
and blame the merchants who have [ruitlessly attem-
ted residence under the existing obstacles, for thair
f neapaciby or il}- w:ll—-—,-auph are the artifices required

-:!afﬂ
& ’}d'”) " now heing made by Mesars.
allu @ #“B art to nsiahllq]; a pesident in ﬂ,anﬂemh
“towards the Berar valley, where Mr, Fanwick ﬁatleﬂ.
o fow yearg before, for want of means of .‘:rnm. k.
Xt remeins to be seen whether this abtempt will be
persevered in a3 long 83 Mr. Fenwick’s was; mean-
arhile fhe successive market rveports of Hauaru
Ritchie & Btuart will show the gradua] results of
lﬂ:lmr experience.

‘The Eru_t dated July 1851, asserts that, *“ grogress
(they print the word n 1t-&hc*n], progress n w aIly
out of the question until we hg-va improved means of
trausport from the interior.” The segond, i]}a«
. gember, 1851, pays: “ We have re aniad{ ora
gér?q;kgﬂ g,lppp the want of xuodf rogds, - nll limg' a‘;ha

any material increase of rade in other
%om’ha;r Pmndﬂﬁg}' rcl er upplmitﬂ
) ': B0 ng here else "in the ‘world, robably f

i

wontl ::.1.: tuf maﬁna ‘of “trafsit,” t-u,, rom,
‘mi'- n e ab nﬁuml resgutces be t.ulb g’
~ sed, Weg?v gfniﬂ m de road worthy of the naige,
o "% Wnd eap 4 M
o Bl rta pmqa uﬁﬁgu?_ for | a den carfs ;- yet
“from n road brane Hose . bullock-iracks !p_v i

which the bulk of the produce of the fertils velley of
Berar finds its way fo %om‘barl and ogr own province
#f Candeigh yields » gross revenue of nearly a quar- -

6

o aainddl
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‘#&¢ million sterling, of whith so small a pittance is
"dllowed for outldy on roads, that it has been insuffi-
cient even to keep in repair those fair-weatlier tracks
“which have frdm time to time been made, **
The ladt reporf, dated June 25, 1852; saye:
“ Anothet sémson Has elapsed without anything what-
@ver Baving been attempted towsrds the improve-
mént of ‘¢ur means of communication with the
intetion. No previons season has sHowi more palpab-
"1y how seriously the want of roads" impedeés the trade
ju& the'country Berar, for instance, has produced
* “ this year the finest cotton orop we have soen for
many years, if ever; the quality of much of it is
gnperior to the best Brdach, and the cultivation of
such cotton can be almost indefinitely increased
in that province; but to what purpose, so long aa
it cannot be conveyed to the oonet, where
alone it can be converbed into meney. A large por-
tion of the orop is still in the" districts, and' will not
* reach Bombay wntil November, and therefore muoh
of it in fact, wilk not bedispatoled until the follow-
ing crop is. hainﬁ} picked, owiug to the difficulties.of
transport ovér the. wretohed bullock-tracks, which.
alone are svailable-for two-thirds fo tlrdd fonnths.of
the journey to.Bombay. Xven the highsoad, which
" serves for the remainder of the distance, is' in many
parts in a disgraceful state; and in & very interesting
“ report by Captain Wingate, Revenue Survey Cim-
missionor, just printed by the- Government, that
officer desoribes 1t as the frightful and thoroughly
execrable road from the Thul Glidut through the
Conoan,*
Finally, the market report of Mpssre, Ritchia.
& Btuart’s English agents, %&ansrﬂ. Finlay & Co.,
one of the largest importing houses of Liverpool,
gives the following-twble, and remarks upon it, under
date of January 22, 1858:—

-
|
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1842, 1843 1844, | 1845, 1848, I

Amerlean . 1,018,381 |1,886,571- | 1,247,893 |1,500,389 (
Rost Indian . | 254,881 | 181,992 aasf?w 155,045 9:;',';33
Other kinds | 124,804.] 165,066 | 108,670 | 201448, 157,740

T~

—_— | i

T'obel import. | 1,808,188 (1,748,618 1,888,710 |1,868,880.) 1,248,520

—

Lotalexport . | 183,830 | 181,410 | 160,000 | 188,000+ 194,200

— —

, LB, | 1Bk B. | 1840, 18s0. | 1861, | 1852

——— ) —— e |

r

Amdrionn/ ' . [ 875,1801,474,249 14477,251(1,181,05¢1,308,168]1,754 885)

Enat Indian. . | 222 287,582, 183,076 299,149 525,662 218,188
Other kunds . | 188,000 187,077] 246.285| 268,308l 181,048 48,661

Totalimport . [1,234,010(1,788,008]1,908,618(1,747,480) l,m,mlz.nilma

Total export . 221,380 J 188,500 | 366,800 | 270,737 | 266,817 *aaa,ﬁul

“From the preceding- table- it appears thabthe
importation of Bast India. cotton during the lagt
eleven years has been nearly. stationary, whilst that
.0f American has inoreased, during the same- period.
from 1,018,381 bales, to 1,784,388 bales. . Prices of
each-desoription. being, now. nearly the same as in.
1842../

!4 @Y hen we look for the cause of so- great and
«sapid an inceresse in-one gountry, whilst there is note
in thé obhar, we at once pointrto.tite fack that duglg
the last eléven yedrs-the means of internal communi=
cation in Amarios Hewve-been wonderfully improved,
whilst in India mobhing,. literally nothing, hag’ béen
"done to facilitate avd econcmise the tmansporb of
produce to the coast. Ih Awerica sbout113000'miles -
of railway have been opened for trafic, snd.in the-
.three: presidencies of India. npt. sbove.100. milesim

il
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I a]l are in progrees of formation !

6t Bafore Americs grew & "pound of cqtton, Indis
roduced from cotfonp grown uwpon her own soil
ner muslins thap all the skill of Manchester can
even now rival from ‘the {i,ue;ﬁ Sea Islands, cogtin
2s, d per1b.] 1ndia still posgesses the same sor
 olimate, snd popylation ; gnd with half pbe Jength o
pailgyy whiokl srd ngw open in Ameriog, nng with
the nayigation of her q;a.gq.ili,ueqt— rivers improved,
#he woyld pompebte suecpssfully with all other coun-
ries in supplying Great Britain ngt only with cotbon
aﬁ‘giﬂ; wogl, hemp, linsoed, and many other arl:iﬂla‘i
which cannot now be bponght to the cosat, on
gocognt of the expense and delay of transport, and
phe would at the same tige be ahle to inocremse her
consumption of English productions in the same
pro f ortron, ¥ '
ngw pasg from the excpse of residence, to that
&f asgegsment. The Government organs say, firstly,
/That gyer-assesament can no more prevent ‘the cal-
pivabion ofceotfpn than that of grain—the ryob will
turally groy what psys him best. Tes, bubt we
ﬂuw Ergntiﬂnlly that wherever cnltivators arve
‘reduced to the verge of panperiam, they ‘always pre-
fer to grow tlie mogt prolific -'aragntatla food—potatoes
in [reland ; rice in L‘Eunn ; coarse grain in India;
gnd the mjury done by over-assessment has been ‘to
-prevent the improyement of cultivation in the whole
~eourse and series of production ; not in cotton alone,
but in every crop requiring Jabour and cap)tal !
Seagndly, It is seid that Government js revising
.bhe assessment. Aye, did anybody ever hear of an
- abnse in India, without hearipg this sort of gxguse
-forit? 'They come down from Charter to Ghnrﬁer,
the old abuses, ryopwar, jndicisl, zemindary, public
sworks, &o. &oc., and yet Goyernmenp is always doing
semething to reform thom. The “ intelligent clerks?
in Cannon-row snd Leadenhall-atreet continue to bg
win flie act of reforming a notoripns abuse, and yat
aﬁw Maliyes continue to be ibs viotims from ope
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generation to another—such is the ruld of a Bureau-.
cracy | It appears now by the following extract
from the market Report lpst quoted, that-thisveyi-.
sion of the assessment ia not even commenced bliia
summer in the largess, richest, and most prodactives
ortion of the Bombay presidency, and Me, Qamp.’
{ell does not soruple to insinnate, p. 374, that the:
delay is intentional, and arises from the desire to
keep the révenue gerewed wup to its present amount,.
Here are the words of Messre Ritchie & Btoart's.
circular: This Report of Captain Wingate, tor
whiok:we allude, hag reference to a contewmplated
sudyey. hnfd. re-agsessment. of the Province of Can-
deish, whioh - is , contiguons: . to, Berar. The wvast
importance of this measure will be judged. of from,
the following statistics, which we extraot from the.
Report, and which will probably not be deeméd ons.of;
place here, nor fail to be of interest, as showing how
truly our trade with the interior, may be said to ba,
yet in its mmfancy, The whole province of Candesh
containg 12,078 square miles, of which it is intimated
that the arable portion 18 9772 OFf this arable area.
1418 square miles are cultivated, and 3369 are lying,
waste The population of tha whole province waa.
785,001, according to & censug paken in 1851 é{‘hn.
number of village in the whule provines js 8887, of.
isd 1070 are vew uuiuhabted., The  sgil of Can-
ﬁnb.' ia. stated to ho, superior in ferwliby to, and.
yialds 'heemier crops than thay ofthe Dececan and.
goathern Mahratta country Although.so much .of
the o smost:Jies in wasdte, the traces of a former
industry are te-besesn in, the. maugo snd temarind:
trees, and theimeny uined wells which are: stilkda
be mét with in’the veighhourhved of almost every
village. OF the fivébaizths of tha sxsble land,the
five millions of square adreg now lying ﬂqﬁa;sﬁnphl
tain Wingate farther remarks, pestly the.. whole is.
comparatively fertile, and; suitable to thn  growth of
exportable products, such as'cotbdn, oil-Beeds,” &b.
. I have two more points to. notica before I gquik
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this subject of mssestment. In the Ryobwar districts
itis usual for the mative money-lenders to make
.advances to the panperised ryots (at usurious rates
which no Huropeaa could ask), and the neocessity of
the ryots. i thus.ssserted by the Repors of the
Gotton Qotfimittee of 1848 :— They are indebted to
the wonby-lender or banker of thew village, for the
menna wherawith to procurve the gend, and to-carry
ot oven the most imperfect cultivation. They give
him security for these loans on the growing Oropa,
which at maturity they freqnently dispose of fo him
al prices regulated rather by his will, than by the
atandard of an open market. Itis asserted that the
rate of interest paid by these unfortunate ryots is
often forty or fifty per cent.” Besides these loans,
it is oustomary for the Government to advance a
part of the expense of cultivation, and whenever it
makes such an advanoe, it secures repayment; nob by
exaoting an exorbitant interest, but by & summary
procesa of recovery, which works well in practice,
and inbures it agsinst amy sorious logs, Under
these oiroumstances, the merchants who wish to
promote the cetton cultivation, and can only do 8o
by making advances to the cultivators, have asked
the Government to give them the benefit -of its sum-~
mary process as being the only legitimate means,
according to its own experience, of avoiding heavy
losses ; and the Government—which professes such a
«desire to residents in the cotton districte—the Go-
vernment has refused their request.

Again, not only have the poor oultivators had to
suffer from over-assessment, never revised in any
district until the population were reduced to pau-
perism, but up to within a few months they have
suffered from the oppressive mode of celleoting the
land.tax. They were obliged to deposit the cotfon-

; seed when picked, in damp pits, from six to ten feet
deep, where it remained witﬁuut protection, exposed
ito the night-dews, dust, &o., until the revenne WaS,
getbled, aud then it was taken out of the pit so much
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dateriorated in colour, strength, and cleanliness, that
no process could repair the mischief, This per-
nicious grwﬁce, as the merchants called it, hag been
persisted in by a Government professing anxiety to,
promote the Indian cotton-trade, until the very eve’
of the Charter discnssions, showing that the fear of
Parliamentary responsibility is the only motive
which can force the Government to do its doty. "
The last excuse I have to notice is that Govern-
ment 18 now, and has long been, conducting experi-
ments with a view to improve and extend the votton
cultivation of India. On thid I must observe that, one
expeciment the Government hasnot tried, vie , the one
which produced the desired effect in America. Tor
Mr. Chapman hns shown that only thirty years ago
American cotton was dirty snd defigient in staple as
Indian cotton is now, and that it was the “ordinary
inducements of free commercial interchange, which
stimolated the American cultivator into increasing
the supply, and improving the quality of his cotton,
to what we see it mow: becanse no Government
destroyed his capital by claiming the rent of land,
and runined his commerce by “transii duties,” If,
therafore, while the Bureancracy was depriving the
ryot of any interest in extendig and improving cul-
tivation by rackrenting him, and laavi{g him road-
less, without the means of freely exchanging his
produce with foreigners ; if at this very fime it had
redlly expected to effect supermaturally by *“ the
oxotic attempts of a few Government officers, *’ that
development of the cotton trade which was effected
naturally in a rival country, by the stimulus ef (ree
interchange  acting on self-interest, then the very
insanity of such an expectation wounld save it from
a gerious answer. However, it is not the folly - 0
the hypoerisy of the above excuse, which I have
to expose, and my anawer to it will be very glhui-ti' ’
The author of the book on *the oculture of cotbton
in India.”” althaugh he gives us hundreds of pages
about these Government experiments,admits that they

- By i, T B g W g
. i A



gg* FINANCE AND POPLIC-WORRS,

«‘higve'riaver had any permanent effect i itiproving’
the cotton from India. "' He also admite that the
trade in Indian cofton is & ‘“ question of price’ thab
it is oapable- of 'indefinite extension; and that its
great evils arise’from its notr being'a regular trade,
but a small irregular demfand apon the China and
homé -m;’ﬁﬂtu for dirty cottons These facts are’
admittéd by the Government -apologist-himgelf ; well’
theif,” bboause the Government eontinmes 'to use
means, its experiments, which:are dertain m ot to’
produce’ the' desired effect, and refuses to use meansy
making'rodds, bridges, ports, and prers; which in &
gtion of price are certain to Gpru wece the desired
effgot, ‘therefore I say the Government is doing
nothing really to promote the cotton trade, but is
continuing its experiment with the usmal object of
mystifying the public of this country, to divert
attention from the mischief it has done to the cotton
trade of India by leaving the ryots withont the
means of that commerce or exchange which isthe
i?’timﬂﬁni of production, And while the nedessity
of /giying -the ‘cultivators means of transport has
been urged on the Government for the last shirt
years without effect, if 'is worth wotloing; wit
particnlar reference to the cotton trade, sothe of the
representations made by various parties during the
present Charter, and first by the Asiatic SBociety.
One of the original objects of the Asiatic Society
was to discover and develope' the vegetable, mineral,
and- gther " resources of India; amd the Bociety’s
“ Agriocultfnral Committee ” had the advantage at
starting “of possessing @& véry active secretary,
intent on progress, who procared sundry exocellent
papers for his Committee, descrbing the valuable
products of the soil and jthe diffionlty of tuwning
them to acoount for wamt of roads. At dhis time,
1837, the Committese published Mr.- Ashbnruer’s’
letter on the oarriage of cofton on bullocks’
ks Ifrom Berar; a paper which for powers of.
tio description has never- been - surpnssed: ands
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hag ingpired all sugoeeding writers and speakers on,
the subject. At the same perod the Committes
proclaimed that 1f the Government would only make,
roads, 1t might expect to see the export of cottom
slone, to say nothing of other articles of commerces
Iwal]inF at the rate of 100,000 bales per anpum, and,
probably soon amonnting to a million of bales, while
the effect on the salt trade was certain to be equally,
great, Unfortunately, this Agricultural Committes,
which was begimming to know so much, and whet
was a still greater offence, to tell the public so much
about India; alarthed the jealousy of a burehuoratio
despotism, which determined to silence it abl any
price.  The first thing was, to find. or make & good
place for the secretary, and stop. his mouth; and
sccordingly this votary of progress pne.mernmgtook
his colleagues by sarprise (of whom one ortwo never:
spoke to him afterwaida), by snnouncing hie promo=
tion to & Government appowntment,

After this Dblow the Agricnliural Committes,
withered away under the frowns of Government, and
the Asiatio Bociety found 1t expedient to oconfine
itealf to the most harmless anfiquarian researches,
for the future. It is hardly necessary to add that
&8 Government did not make the roads, the emport,
of cotton did not swell at the rate of 100,000 bales.

er anuum, as the Committee had anticiwpsted; but,
ingtend of thia, the average export to 1gng]n.ud and
China of the last 'seven years, ag compared with that
of the pmaeﬂ seven years, has only incremsedi
25,620 balesyand the aversge expost from Berar has.
positively-dimidished | Y, d

This result is indeed grievons: this single faot, im
enough fto shew the conseq nences of neglesting pubdio’
works in India. But L csnnot help bewng rather-
amused to see the quondam .sacretary of thé ‘Agrio-’
ultaral Committes, now translated imto the bomouw-.
able Botanist of the Hom. Company, publish a boek
on the eve of the Oharfer disenssions, to inform us
that “ roads, howsvre bad, éan. form noimpediment to. *
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cotton onltivation in Western India, bécause the
country is everywhere near rivers or the sea.’”” Why,
ss it was said by a correspondent of the “ Times,”
this must make the oredulons reader shudder to think
of the sums of morey wasted on roads in this conntry,
oconsiderimg that we are almost everywhere nearer to
rivais or the sea than they are in the uuu.nt-r{ spoken
of by Dr. Royle, with the extras advantage of havin
our rivers navigable. Yet we have in England an
Wales 86 canals and 4000 miles of railway and 20,080
miles of paved streets and tarnpike roads, and 45,000
miles of cross roads, againsh 72 miles of " real road,”
snd 400 miles of unstoned and unbridged clay roads,
in & much greater extent of Western India! However
I think the credulous reader may take courage; I
think if we broke up our roads, and obliged our
farmers and manunfacturers to transport their prodnce
on pack-bullocks over “mere tracks only possible a
few months in the year, that we should not be better
off than we are now j if the public thinks differently, it
can.easily petifion the Legislature to destroy onr
roads, and place the population of these isles in the
advantageous position of the Hindoos!

And now that I have gome through the stock
excuses of the Bureaucraoy, under the several heads of
freight, residence, assessment,'and experimonts, I agk
whether any of these faornish an answer fo the
following facts ? In the year 1837 a memorial was
gent home to Government from the merchants in
Bombay, certifying that reinous and intolerabla
expenses were entailed ou every sort of commerce,
specifically including the cotton trade, by the want
of roads, &c. &c. This was backed by a strong appeal
from the Governor, then Sir Robert Grant, and it
18 worth remarking that every eminent Governor of
Bombay has tried his utmostto get somthing done
for its communications, From the year 1887 to the
E;H&Ent- time similar complaints have been reiterated

the merchants, of which I need only remind the
repder of two examples, the Trade Reports I have
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altdady quoted, and the memorial to the Governor-
@eneral in 1850, stating that many valuable articles
weve often left to perish on the fields, and others
efhanced in price 200 per cent.owing bo the miserably
inadequate communications throagh the country.
Again, in the year 1838, the home authorities, ie. the
President of theBoard of Control, and the Court of
Directors, distinotly admitted tbe necessity of malk-
ing the roads, bridges, ports, and piers, prayed for
by a deputation of cotton manufacturers from
Manchester, and eémphatically promsed thas they
ghonld forbhwith be construoted. Finally, in the
yoar 1848 the ‘Ootton Committee of the House of
Commons report that 'the wittédses, with scarcely an
exception, *concur id describing thé means of
internal communication throughout %nﬁla,'au totally
inadequate for the requirements of commerce. # aThe-
Committee add, * produce from the interior being
frequently transported hundreds of miles on the backs
of bullocks, great damage thereby arises to merchan-
dige, and particularly to cotton. ¥ (fovernment, there-
fors, has long been aware thab the great obstacle
to the cotton trade of Western India, was the want
of means of transport, and has long ago promised
to remove that obatacle. X '

* Now, then, I have before me a detailed report 'of
the state Of the roads throughout the Bombay Presi-
dency in the year 1851. I shall not repesdt the details,
Bbodise % series of letters addressed to the * Times "
in 1850-51, rather understating than oveﬂtaﬁl;lﬁ
the' o4 se, Hawve already made the publio familiar wi
the faots, theraforse -it will be- guffioient for me to
state gerierdlly the sum of this Heport, which is @8
follots :—Bxoeptithe road to 'Poonah, of 72 iiled in
léngth, still very' imperfect in gome respedts; ‘Ghd
donstructed before the present Charter—eXesp this,
theve have not been’ made’ up to the sgnt time,
twenty miles of stoned and bridged roa in any part
of the Bombay Presidenoy j there aremo made roads
in Guzerat; no piera or jotties at the coiton ports ;
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nofone good and complete line of communication.
with the interior all down the dountry from north to
sotth ; not ona of the olay roads, the fair weather
roads, which o mof daserye the flame of roads, accord-
ing o Colopel Grant of the Bowmbay Hagineers, not
one of these even whioh is properly drained and
bridged,. and  is not, a8, Captain Wingate says,
“ $horonghly execrable, ”’ for s considareble purt of-
its oonrse { and in short, the Government has. not,
fulfilled its promises to supply that want of roads, &a.,,
which is to its knowledge, the great obstacle to goms
mercé in this Presidency j it has prevented specula-
tors from doing so; it has left the uatives without
tolerable means of transport to this day; and the

country will require the comstruction of about &

thonsand miles of “real road,” in Colonel Grant’s
phrase, before the cotton trade of India can even
be said to have had a chance of snocess | :

1 must.remind the reader, that.I promised bo give

‘thig example of the cotton trade as an illustration, nob

- u meagure, of the injury inflicted. on the natives by’
ne mﬁmfﬁ;&, communications of the conntry. Perhapa
after all, the most lamentable instance of the effect of
& want of roads is exhibited in the  periodical lvcal

famines to which the ‘Government. leavas the people.

exposed, and by which, as -Mr. Ohapman says, the'

agricultural population are so totally ruined and thrown,

into the hands of the money-lenders. that they huve,,
roughly speaking, to begin the world afresh uver%
ten or twelve years. Let the reader imagine one of;
these cases cited to the Committee of [848, when.
grain was selling at6o. to 8s. a quarterin Candeish,

and 64s. to 70s.in Poonah, where the people  were, -

dying in the spreets of famine, without the possibility,
of getling supplies from. Candeish, because the clay
roadsare impracticable in the rajne : and let the reader.
remember that the same famine might happen again.
ngxt year! o P s T} s
: . Wi + *'0h we have ta'sn. A
THEE T L Ton 1itkle bore of bhis [ take pbyaic, pomp ;-
O o Bxpossthyes)d to feel what- wretches-feel, 2.

ok )
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‘T often hear people tslk of the liberality of the
@Gonpt of Directers; and mapy instances of this
liberality to their servants and friends, and velations
‘or connections, have come to my knowledge ; a libérm-
lity visible in hard ecash, and paid for with the
ryot’s money. Bubt I copfess 1 should like to sep
some exercise of this liberglity to pave these poor
peoplo dying of famines. What wigh over-sssessing
them, and destroying their aristocracy, mnpnhantsr
and manyiaoturers, we have reduced them to a low
ebb: and the liberality “of the Court of Directors
would be well employed in gaving them from local
famines. Before the passing of the last Oharter, the
"@durt of Direcpory were avoused of regylarly secuyr-
ing the vote and in![nraai- of onp or two powerlul poli-
ticiang by their “ [iperality, 7 ‘o i:mpa;-gl for "k.“
Charter discussion. know not how far the' late
Governor-General of India may have been the
nnconscious object of & manweuyre of this sort,
but when I saw & pension of 5000l a-year for life
80 readily granted to him, far having been present
st o battle where he was not Commander-in-Chief,
‘while the destitution of the poor ryots who su F-Ljr
the means of this lihur,spht-y, exocifes no uurraspangmig
sympathy, I fear such a system will end fatally. ‘It
reminds me of the prodigality of the French Qguitjin
spite of the disiress of the ];np}e, before the pueat
revolution in France ; apd when I hear*in socidby of
wh.the tiberality of the-Goutt of Direstors,” I remem.
ber the_famous phrase ‘“la Reine est is bonnel?.
Whut s ‘comment oti‘their liberality are these local
' futnitie®; Yo wwhich wiany “of fhigfopmér aristocracy of
“the cotintry-fall' vistims. Conceive'one father off .
“family, who“twas'figh and well'to*do when we'nate,
yinto the provingd, Buf“has" ¥dw -scarcely oléthes®sn
“his back;” ﬂtH‘tH’b’Erinia'h ifdren' roind® Iim—
perhaps, réadér;of &b &geé'#nd form so like yourown
~perishing of 4 locdl famime’] ‘liﬂunoéiﬁ ﬁ?—mw
gaze on vaosncy, theteailess; %i‘lﬂa despairof that

“man, when'he [eels that  tHe - fen’ mugt die and

i Aﬂ:.l..
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-thinks of the government of the stranger that has
done this! Congeive, his boys suppressing therr
Jforments to spare their father’s heact, and his wit-
‘nessing the ath-struggle of all the beings he has
loved; one after another, before he is killed by
starwabione himself | Wonld T could believe that
Providence holds us guiltless  of these things, and
that we may allow a Bureancracy to misgovern India
with. impunity | But 1 cannot think it—I am speak-
dng of no. imaginary inhabitants of anothor P anét,
but of our native fellow-subjects, whose affections
we might so easily win, and whom, nevertheless, we
treat with a degree of barbarous, unfeeling neglect,.
which we should be ashamed of showing to our
domestic animals-

Yot Bombay is not the only Presidency whore the
Government thinks it sufficient to give up one
hundredth, or some years a two-hundredth part of the
sovenue to ¢ public works /* an item which inclndes
a vaviety of civil buildings, and improvementa in.
the immediate neighbourhood of Buropean stations,
of o service whatever to the commerce of the interior.

will now cite the case of Madras, snd then of Ben-
gol and Agra, to show thay eyery, artof our old
ferritory is suffering from this oriminal neglect of the
communications—oriminal, because o deeply
injurious to,the natives : so great a|dereliction df onr
duty" towards them ; and so evidently the cause of
financial embarrassment in India, and the consequent
peril of England.

The system. pursued with regerd to public works
in Madras is clearly ax%ainaﬂ. in an article of the
i(Jalontts Review,” for December, 1851. The writer
shows that while a large part of the Madnras revenne-
ig derived from irrigated. lands the constant outlay
to keep smch wovks of irrigation in repair Was.
originally provided for under the native princes, by-
s special assessment distinot from. the land revenue,
called ¢ tank fees.” He shows that these repairs

.heing a8 much an essential condition of receiving the
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révenn~ as the ryot’s expenses of cultivation, it is no
more ressonable to have absorbed this special
agssessment into the land revenue, and to.put down
these repairs as expenditure from revenue on publie
works, than it would be to put down the nyot’s gross
produce as reveune, and oall his ecpenses for ssed,
manure, labour &c., expenditure out of revenne, He
also shews that snoh works, are uever undertalken
except as a peouniary epeculation, certain to return
#n usnrious interest for the money expended of froms
thirty to fifty ber cent.—that such works are not to be
placed in the smme- oategory as public works, like
voads,and bridges, which bensfit the public without

being of the same direct.advantage to their author;

particalarly! becanse swch works of irrigation do nok.
diminish but rather inorease the-necossity for roads,
while at the same time they create an abundant capi-
tal for their formation. The writer therefore excludes.
from the table of nine years’ expenditure on public
works,. published by one of the Iurectors,, the ex
penses of irrigation works, and proves that on all
the rest, roads, bridges, ports, piers, ferries, canals,

- embankments, &c. &c., there has oaly been. expen-

ded about the half of one per cent. of the reverue
annually, during the said term of nine years,
then notices the results of thus. starving the. most

- indispensable public works.of the Presidency, and.L

. will quote one of his examples in. his own words :
; - Bher Ouddapah. Collectorate is m large district

measnring 18,000 n?.ua.ra miles, nearly twice the size-

. 'of the whole of Wales. A large part of the. surface

of‘this district is. cotten soil, .very, productive, bub
the worst of all materials for voads; other panfs.are-

- w7ild and mountainons, I does mot appean thatian

 considerable outlay has ever been mads on the poads.

of this extensive tract during the- last half century
that it has been under British rule, though, during
that period, fully fourteen millions sterling have

- been drawn from it in- direct rewepue. The conse-

quences may be supposed. Roads camuot be said
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q';ﬂ' exiét: in the cotton pgoil & little rain makes the
impassable, and everywhere carts, when used
@t all, are only able te carry half the load, and te
travel half the distancs in & day, that they could on
o made rowd. Nor is thisall; the rogd from this
sxtensive distrist to the Presidency is8 in no hetter
‘gtate. ILbie. in ghord, proverbially bad, even among
Madrad ponds, and there is ope part of it whioch is
Nitevally ysed by the Militgry Boprd as » frial
. uﬂ;ﬁﬂ to test the powers of new gun.¢arriges, which
;E:a ononnced safe if they pass this seversouvdeal |
t@uddagpah ip a.-rich and productive tract; itﬂfinﬂ.iﬁﬂ
Yig calebrated, and jt is one of the finest colton-felds
'jg Bunth India, but it 18 peedless to say that itas
iprogperity is dreadfully impeded gnd kept down by
the disgraceful state of its internal roads, and of its
commpuication with the patursl ontlet for ity
* produce. ¥
The writer adds, that the zealous and potive are
impatient and indignant fo see the entenprise and
Pimgﬁtxir of the n@jwa-mmaaaﬂ'hg thhu wrutnhadahn&
tdfegracefnl intercommuoareations of the coyntry ; but
‘hrg‘;yamt-tha-ﬂaﬁmn :;:Earitiaur from t.hlt Governor
down to the cellectors .and engineers, ijace maat
‘onwilling to propose:any improvemdnt:to the Sapreme
* Government (which s fovced :to obey- orders from a
“Bureaucracy &t home); becanse such proposals are
slways received with digfavour, and almost always
*réfused; and this has since bern oconfirmed by the
‘evidence of Lord Hlphinstone, late Governor of
~ Madras, before the Committes of lnst session. The
- writér gives an instance of spch a refusal, which shows
“the spirit of bureaucratic administration: ® Colonel
" Arthur Qotton, that able aad zealous engineer officer,
twas very #nxions that the noble means of inland water
" eémmunication; afforded by the Godavery River, shounld
“be no longer negleoted ; and having natiuﬁed:i;imlf
“by local inquiries that there was reasonable ground
'"for believing that the river might be navigated by
“Wtban for nesrly 400 miles from thesea, and intophe
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aory ‘heart of the valley of Berar, the finest cotton
wountry in India, he apphed to the Madras Goyern-
ment for a small grant _of money to enable him per-
sanally to explore the river in a small steamer, whigh
he had himself nun.atrnﬂt.ad: for the Gudnvar; Aniont
and to clear slight impediments. The Meadras Fo-
sernment .policited the sanction of the Indian Go-
vernment-to devote a sum not exceeding 1000 to
that very important object, but this application was
rofused. * The ubi'aot wag to open an inlangd naviga-
tion 400 miles in length, and thus to effect & gom.
municgbion between & vast ootton‘field ang the Man-
chester ' mapnfactyurers; and to give the grain-pro-
ducing districtsin the delts of tF Godayery Agcess
1o the yast markets for food whi wonld b¢ cxented
by the extended culture of cotton in Borar. [ hay
before me a letter from a Mafdras engineer on this
pubject, in which he says that “cheap earriage is the
grand d,ea:femtﬂm for India, ” and "that + the NaYvis
ation of the Godavery wonld open up a vast field
g)r commercial enterprise, that whole trapt having
been almost hermetically sealsd hitherto. * He adds,
that * for Berar cotton o be conveyed 800 miles by’
land to Bombay; when it can be Dronghg down st
one-tenth of that expense by the river, to s gafe pork
on this side, in a few dayg, s disgrace to English-
men..* The letter concladeg b saying that fpothi
but the eomtdnual pressure of public opindop gn England
will ériguve gy thi g"huing effeoted in Ingdia” I hope
thig piablié opinipp will not be a.pfua;ip'ﬂ Yo in vaam |
A Wil one more example from the Governs
mgnt Blue Book of 1851, to show thia contrast betweep.,
the gituation of the pegple in & well-mapaged native ,
state and that _ﬁf the I,ﬂ.hﬂﬁfﬁ_antn ‘of one pfr oue’
Mpdres districs "whioh' sufferéd the lopgest. from '
overagsessment :— Phe roads in this distriot (of
Béllary) are in' p wretchod state. Excellen roads,
fénsible not ondy for tte comman country parts, but
for ppring carriages, haye been mads in many direg
gions throughout the Mysore country, which horders

7
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Tl
%pr w distance of about 200 miles on the south boun-
i dary of Bellary, bit there are no corrssponding roads
to mest them in that district, and conseyuently not
only the town of Bellsry, but the wlhole disbrict is
cut of from the advenfages which are offered by du
epen and ﬁﬂ% communication with the Myaore
territobles,” However, an excuse is given for
starving ‘the public works of Madras, which is
chavatterstic of's Bureauworacy, wig, that the Pre-
sidenoy does not pay its expenses. On this plea it
hat been the constant practice to press retrenchment
and economy on this unfortuuate Presidency, and to
veéfuse it the means of improvement. On this plea
the transit duties were retained, and other most in-
jurions taxes are still retained. On this ples the
Madras Collector has an awmount of work thrawn
upon him, from the size of the distriots, which itis
physically impogsible for him to perform, so that he
18 compelled to neglect: parts of it. On this plea no
revenue'survey 18 granted to Madras, although in
every distriot of the Presidency either no survey has
ever been ma&g or ivi8 known to have been hastil
and carelessly'done; apd. extensively tampered with.
afterwards ; and it is admitted thet an, mo¢urate sur-
vey is the nnlfr possible basis of sn eguitable assess-
ment, particularly with the minute holdings under
the yotwar system. And efter all, the reviewer
proves that this excuse of the Presidency’s not pay-
ing its expenses is only supported by a juggle in the
aognnnﬁﬂ, ijr which iﬂadfgu 18 uhir aldg%irith the
mibtary expendifure for countries whose revenues
are paid to Bengal. The same excuse is made for
srarving the public works of Bombay, and supported.
in the same way, by “cooking” the accounts, and
debiting this Presideney with meny heayy expenses,.
which have nothing on' aarth to do with it, And it is
by such centemptiblé tricks as this the Bureaucracy
defend their destructive policy towards the populas
tion of those two Presidencies, they begin by destrogs
ingthe oomnierce aud prosperity of the nalivesdmn
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falee ples of their not paying their expenses, and’
then, as if to add insult to injury, they pont to their

anperised condition as a ground for refusing every
maprovement that would enable them.to.pay s higher
revenue !

But let ne go deeper into- this ; not' only because
the excuse of a Presidency’s not paying its expenses
is the strongest possible admission of &a misgovern-
ment of that Presidency, but because this excuse ig,
in faot, applied to the whole of India; and when the
Bureaunoracy say they haye not money for public
works.and gther reforms in Lodia, they dv bat say in
ot} """P."%‘ that 1pdia does nob pay its expenses. I
will therefore guote an. exfract on this poink from the
leiter of & Mndras engineer ; a:lebtter hastily. written,
and not meant for publication, bub, which I lLike all
the better for it. I think the writer’s natural ex-
pression, coming from the heart, will go to the heart,
more than any deliberate statement would do; but
the veader shall judge for himself; here is the
extract :—"“ Lord ¥ * * gpeaks of the Court not hav-
ing been able to provide money for public warks,
while they were struggling for existence in India,
glthough they could for wars which they were com-
pelled to carry on at all rvisks. Bubt this begs the
whole question, whicl.is, were they, by neglecting
the public works, enabled to cerry om thein waas, or
were they so miserably poor snds swamped in their

ieans because they neglected. the public works?

' two very different things, the carrying on

w.and extensive improvements, and the keeping
old worke in repair. We: will first take up the latter.
%uﬂa&y. tﬂluy,cqq]i nob ﬁud'lm,nneg' for them 13 mnmsﬁ
he worka*ﬁhix:._alelﬁpa- provided money from.year
ear, and if the mepairs were not executed tha works
d not yields their proper returns, Now, Ténjore
was the only district, in, this Presidency where the
works were kept in. thorongh repair. To- giver you
some idea of the extent to whicl this neglect was.
carried; the large irrigation:. workein this disrick

& " iﬂ GH
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wirp never cleared opf for thirty or forty years, by
ﬁ;ﬁh an entire 4iuﬂtﬂiﬁhﬁ ‘wag half rpined, My pre-
cessor clear inu ~ ope mile at 8 cgst of 7000, and
the revenus of the giquk (connty) rose immedintely
from 7000(. fo 10,000l Probably G0l a-year woyld
have kepi the channglg clepr; 3nd for want of this,
80001 gr 4Q00]. p-year were logh, This hes been th
state of things. In 1827, I foynd & channel tlm%
entered tyo Talooks filled pp six feet, go that when
it onght to have hed eight feet of water in if, i had
only two. The revenye had fallen from threg or four
Ipos fo one lac; when it was oleared out, the ;}evﬂnq
roge in twg or three yesrs abont one and & Lalf lae o
rqpees. One or two thousand raupees wogld have
kept this clegr. Thousands of works sre at thi
moment out of repair, the repairg gf whicfv wnuld no
have cost one year's incrqasq of revenne, 'Puqih they
have bgen neglected so many years. This has heen
the gtate of things; what nongenge is it fo falk of
* their not being able to find money. Byt their own
sobs anewer the question. All" buildings are kept in.
How conld they find money fop this P * And how did
they ﬂnIE movey fov Tanjore ? About 4000} a-year
were spent in keeping up the works/ Whﬂ-r did the
money come from 55' course, from the disfrict ig-
gelf. If they had nob spert the 4000l they 'woul
have lost 20,0001, or 30,0000,; but farther, they spen
gteadily in Tanjore ghout 4000/ ip improvenients, by
which, on an average, they just about obtsined &
permanent increase of revemue of 4000J. Thus no
outlay at all was raguirad for keaping these works in
repair, nor even for a constant course of improve-
ment, Why skould not this have been done in every
distriet ¥ The fact is, that the (ompany were with-
out money for their wars, becayse they neglested to
keep in repair the old works upon which the revenua’
depended. But they might and ought to have gon
much further than this; for without 8 very largé ex-
Eaﬂih;ra at onoe, & system of improvement might’
ave been kept up, as in Tanjore; that womd have’
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To confound such & proceeding with the outlay of a
vdst capital, which, after & few years, will return five
per cent. and then say the Compay could not spend
money for public works; 18 merely throwing duast in
their own and other people’s eyes But thig is not
the strongest point of the case. They did not take
the least pains to prevent famine. To say nothing
of the death of a quarter of a million of people in
@Guntoor, the Public Works Committee, in their Re-
ort; caleulate that the loss in money by the Guntoor
amine was more than two millions sterling. If they
could find money to supply these losees they ceunld
have found a hundredth part of the sum to prevemt
them, But now with respect to works of actusl im-
provement of considerable extent. These works have
much more than paid their own way; not s rupee has
been taken from the general treasury; but on , the
contrary seven lace paid into it. A schedule of
various new works executed of late years has just
been printed, the average return from which has
been fifty per cent., counding from the firsl ewecution
of the works, though of course in the first year or two
their full effects were not developed, and this in
direct revenue. Of course the indirect revenue are
increased also; and the increase of private property-
far exceeds that gained by Government. Hut judt
look at this case, the saleable value of land in Tanjore
has ingreased much more than a million sterling
gince the Anicuts were built—the land is now sale-
able at about £5 an acre. The land in this delta has
88 yet been unsaleable; 1t is much richer than that
of Tanjore, much better supplied with water by its
river, and has a fine safe port, so that when our w l}i
are in full operdtion, and the population has ﬁ:
up, which it will do with great rapidity, the lands,
ought to be worth at least £6 an acre, or sevep mil-
lions sterling for the whole irrigated tract ¢ this will
give youn some idea of what public works are here.
Let us take another case, viz. transit. On the wes-
tern road from Madras, say for sixty miles before the

/:ﬁ
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.le yie]lded from filty “to's hundred per cent.
d¥ divide, there ia now . traffic of about 500 tons
4'day, | believe 180,000 a year; it costs 3000, & mile,
-or about '180,000L. a'years 'This might be carried on a
.ganal for 10,0001 ; here are 170,000l a year lost in
-sixty miles of transit, and this s %&tﬂg on throughout
the Presidencyy Is it surprising that on such & sys-
tem of managing the conntry, the 'ﬂaupla ar'e poor, and
whe Government poor; how coild it be otherwize? I am
certainthat it 500,000, a year had beeu spent in publio
works here, there would have been all aleng an immense
additional increase of revenue, apnd the country
#would by this time have been a complete contrast to
what it now is. Lord * # * thinks it wonld be better
1ot to blame the Government; how can we possibly
point out how improvement can be made without
proving that there has been neglect before ? If such
immense suins oan be obtained, there must have been
some stupid, merciless system befere.” (Remember
that, reader | that phrase 'is written by one of the
most distingnished men in India)) *“ What incon-
¢eivible folly it fs to shut our eyes to facts, and not
to take advantage of discovery, bacausd if we do, it
would imply that those who went before'us commit-
ted blunders. The discovery of gold. in *Qalifornia
and Sydney proves strange blindness in ‘those who
had been living so may years in those looalities, but
that does not prevent men digging it up now. The
mire which exists in this conntry will bear competis
tion with those gold discoveries. An expenditure
«of 30,0000, or 40,000l in Tanjore, besides the emor«
mous inefesee in direct revenume, has sdded muoh
more than & million sterling to the property -of the
province. If a man who could earn 80l a year in’
other ways, went to the diggings ; and there obtained’
gold to the value of 900l a year, the world 'wounld’
ring with'it—yet it wonld not equal the profits in
Tarjoré ; and here they promise very far to exceed
thaf- Lord * * * wonders at my vehemerice sbout
pabREworks; is he really .so humble a man as to-

"--...____“‘_



TINANCE AND PUBLIO WoRkH. 108

think no better of himself than to suppose he could
stand unmoved in a district where 250,000 people
had perished miserably of famine, through the neglect
of anr Government, and see it exposed avery year to
a sunilar occurrence ?” (Remember that, reader !)
¢« If his Lordship had been living in the midst of th
district at the time, like one of our civilians, and ha
every morning o clear the neighbourhood of his
house of handreds of dead bodies of poor creatures
who had struggled to get near the Buropean in hopes
that there perhaps they might find food, he wounld
have pealised things beyond what he has seen in his
* & ¥ ghive paik.”

" 1 think'the above lettér requires no comments of
mine ; therefore 1 will how pass on to the provinces
of Bengal and Agra. These provinees enjoy some réal
and some appsrent advantages Wwhich we munst re-
duce to their true value in order to estimate the
degree in which the Government has fulfilled its duty
towards them. Their first and real advantage isin
their navigable rivers, which form a great natural
highway to the interior of northern India, and per-
mit the residence of Huropeans on the line of the
‘Ganges, &o., because the river navigation afforda oyr
indigo planters and sugar manuifacturers a means of
transit and communication which 18 not available to
residents in Bombay and Madrag, 'THéir second
advaniage is that in the settlement of the north-west

t9rinces & sum of ond’ per cent. on the ladd revenie
was Set Wpart for the improvement of the distrigt
foads, thdependent of thé Governniént expenditure 'gn
‘the trank lines jand in the pdrg)atnal gottlement of
Béngal, the Zemindars were bound, it was allowed
for in their rent, to keep in repair the  rohds on
their respective properfies. This advantage in  th
oase of Agra, 15 ho donbt real; under the efficient Go-
vern ment of Agrs, ssisted by uative meragement
and co-operafion this 'Egﬁd"a‘lfdy other lodal funds Bre
turned to the ntmost aéconnt in* ithproving the means
‘of trunsit, but in the case &f B‘;ngﬂ slte ﬁ&vaﬂ'hﬁ%l}l
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25 rather apparent than real, because the Government
-does not enforce the obligation of the Zemindars Who
neglect their duty, The last apparent advantage of
@86 provinces is in the fond arising from tHe
gurplus of ferry and river tolls which is by law
destined to the improvement of the local communioca-
tions. But I Have shown that up to this time the
fund iw questioh has béen appropriated o the géneral
Treasury in Madras, ocontrary to the law j and in
Bengal, acddrding to the # IMriend of India” for July
81,1851, an accnmulation of ferry tolls amounting to
80,000, was at one swoop 8o appropriated, confrary
to thelaw ; dnid according to the same journal for
August 28, 1851, an smount of river folls has been
B0 appropriated in Bengal, between the years 1824
and 1850, equal to 878,500 contrary to the law, and
acoording to the same journal for April 22, 1852,
these river folls, which are, it says, ‘“a heavy bur-
then on the commerce of the country,” and are levied
nominally to facilitate the navigation of the rivers,
are still so appropriated, in direct violation of the
Inw—therefore the advantage of the mbove fand is
apparent and not real. '

But now, after enumerating these advantages, I
must ex I!:uh!it: that they do not satisfy the pressing
wants of the people. The reader has only to glance
at the map of these immense territories to see that
the existence of g fow navigable rivers does not dia-
Ea!:aa With the necessity of constructing roads,

ridges, &c. &o., all over the country, to give the
natives facility of transit for their commerce 1 will
thersfore give some evidence of the extent to whioh
the Government has neglected its duty towards them.
Mr, Bird, late Governoy of Agra, told the Honse of
Commons Commuttee Jast session, the observation
of travellers through Agra and Bengal, wonld he,—

Ow very hitle has been done by the Government of

ndra for the improvement of the country,” Thisis
exactly the style in which Shore spoke twenty yeara
go. Again, the  Friend of April 24, 1851, says:
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 One of the most derious charges broiight against the
administration of the Company in India, has always
been the neglect of all public works, and the dia-
adyantageous contrast which it exhibits, not only to
the civilised Governniénts of Europe and Amerioa,
but also to its less enlightened predecessors the
Mohommedans. It is impossible for any man to
travel through the two provinces of Bengal and
Behar, which have been longest i our possession, and
which have yielded the largest amount of revenwue,
without a painful feeling that the charge is not with-
out fonndation. The appearance they presemt after
more than ninety years of occupancy, is that of the
nogleatéd estate tgf a spendihrift landlord. For one
good road which we have constructed, we have

allowed twenty others to disappear. We hayve erected:

one magnificent city, and every other city of note has
been allowed to go to rnin. With the exception of
the trunk-road, and the public edifices in Calcutta,
there is nothing throughout these provinces. to show
that they have been for mearly a century under the
Government of the same people who have rendered
their own country a theatre of wonders. ” In Jume,
1851, speaking of the above trunk-road, the “ Friend”
says, “we have but one road in Bengal.” In Mare
of the same year, 1851, the “ Asiatic and Colonial
Register, ” says, “that in Bengal the public cﬂin_aru
‘are obliged to travel in palanquins owing to the im-
pssable state of the district rosds, and the 'ifant of
-idges, take twice the time they need do if they
could tse horses and carriages,” In July, 1851, the
“ Friend * says, alluding to a new Toll Act, “ But
whers are the roads in Bengal ? we have but two
which deserve the name: the grand trunk road to
Benares aud the'road to Jugannath, which issaid o be
a good one.” The “ Friend” had previously
Jished in April, 1851, s description of the above
“trunk-road,” by an Agra traveller, statipg that in
many places there was no metalling (stone) at all,
and the cgrrisge had to creep along at the rate of
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}Mﬁ‘ﬁwn miles an hour ; and there were three miles
‘ot heavy sand at the Soane, requiring four pairs of
‘bullocks to drag the carriage through ; that the ferry
was equally bad and ¢aused great delay ; and that
most of the methlling was brickdust or inferior stone,
which made b différence of two or three miles an honr
in the vate of Palanqoin bearers, as compared with a
firal-plass Agra voad Agpin, in July, 1852, the
¥ Pretid * fiiests the following paregraph réspecting
this “trunk-toad: Y— The *Dolhi Gazette® warns
intending fravellers agamst attempting the road
betwesn Calontts and Benares, at the present sénsdn.
psssenger by the Transit Company’s cairiages was
“tecently thirteen days on the road, and was com-
pelled to walk [or nearly sixty miles, as the mud was
too deep for the cartinge to move, Another gentle-
man was obliged to return to Benares sfter having
reached the Kurumnasea, having discovered that
about six feet of loose earth had been heaped upon
the toad in orfler to raise its level Near OCalcutta,
thé voad 18 10 2 &1 nilar condition.” Are such things
possible! Benghl and Behar, with but one good road,
and “intending travellers watned ” that they will
have to walk sixty miles apon’it, becanse varriages
stick m the mnd{ S
It 1s difficult to help smiling a¥ suck a climax, yet
we must recollect that this system of administration
is no langhing matter for the uufortuhate natives;
1t is death to them. However, I have now before m
& Report printed last year by order of the House d

Commons of the public works executed 1n India dusfing

& period of ten years, The details of these works dre
only given for Bengal and Agra (the others would
have been w still worse exposare, and therefore they
are not given, althoungh spesifically ordered by the
House of Commons), but thess occupy the first 145
pages of the Report, I have givén in Apfrendiz A
an abatroct of this expenditure 1 Bengal and Agra,
prepared by a carsful analysis of the Above details,
afid will How robioe rtsvewult, prefacing this Wovive
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‘by-a few remarks on two of the items, viz., works of
irpigation and embankments. The first, as I have
shown in the case of Madras, literally pay their wa
a8 they go, and always yield anusuriouns interest, an
ware therefore not to be placed in the same category
as works like roads, bridges, canals, &c.,, whicl,
directly benefit the people, and only indirectly the
wevenue. Of the seoond, I must remind the reader
that not only ia the Government constrained to keep
those embankments by its own engagements at the
time of the Perpatual Settlement, bt the Government
would lose its revenne if it allowed the conntry to be
inondated ; and the expensé of mmintaining the em:
bankménts standson sxaotly the same ground as the
“tank fees * in Madras, it is justas much an essantaal
condition of receiving the revernne as thé ryot's.ax-
gennﬂ of ecultivation, and it ought no wmove to hayé
een absorbed info the revenne and then called expent
diture ont of revenue on public works, than the ryot's
gmaa produce ought to be put down as revenue, and
18 expenses called expenditure ont of revenue, It
appears then by the abstract in Appendix A, that of
the gross revenus or whole amonnt of taxes levied on
the people of Bengal and Agra, the average anmual
expenditare for ten years, on roads and bridges, Has
been less than three-quarters of one per cent; that-isj
#8 than 110,210l for two provinces larger thén
land and France put together, and containing s
li?hﬁp_ﬁgulminn than that of these two kingdoms
and the expenditure on works of irvigation and em:
bankments diring the same period has been much less
than a half of ope per cent. Now could anything I
said to be a’'stfonger proof of the ornel and criminal
negleot of the people than these simple facts from the
Government’s. own- Blue Book? Could , unyt-liili_gf
illustrate more foroihly " the stupid and mersiléss
system ” of a Burecaucracy:? ¢ Isitsurprising,” in
the words of the “ Madras Engincer,” * that . under
such ‘- systent of managing the couutry, the: Sabplﬂ
are poor, and the Government.poor Y how vould it be
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otherwise 7'’ Bat when we entrust the Government
India to & olass of politigiang, of whom Burke #aid
most truly, that “a large, liberal, and prospective
¥iew of the interests of States passes with them for
romance ; gnd the prineiples Efnt- recommend it for
the wenderings of a disordgred imagination ;” is it
not to be expested that they, should govern exactly
as they have done? Isit not natural that suoch a
class should think it the highest art of inance, to do
hat would be considered absurd in any other oivi-
ised country, to raise nearly the whole of the net
revenug by direct taxation on produce, and to grasp
irect revenue a8 much as they could, and wherever
théy could reach 1t, without an idea beyond this ?
And of course this drain of direct revenue has fallen
upon and rumed every class in their tunrn—the coun-
try gentlemen and farmers have felt it 10 over-assesa-
ment—the merchants and manufacturers, and inland
towns felt it 1n the transit doties. Mr. Trevelyan
says that many towns were deserted by the trade
and manufactures carriad on within their walls, and
the inhabitants left as paupers who had previomsly
been industrious workmen; and Bhore mentions the
failore of between fifty snd sixty bankers and
wholesale merchants in his experience in one oity
alone; and this went on thronghout the country,
At present the only class who can yield any
wore direct revenne are the native princes and
the territorial aristocracy, and sccordingly the drain
is falling npon them, as I show in my next chapter.
Of course this system has pauperised the ocountry,
for it would panperise any country ; it is cntbing
down the tree to get at its fruits. Yet it is still
the sole resource of the Bureaucracy., The only
hope expressed in the last despatoh of raismng
the surplus revenue of the Punjab from eighteen lacs
to thirty, is by reducing the expenditure of publie
works in the Punjab to the same extent. And so
they go on ; the only plan for the future is the plan

of the past, viz, to drain everything.in snd lay
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nothing out, and thié hopeful system has at length
bronght our Indian finances to the very adge of ruin,
In a letter dated this year from one of the most cele-
brated and experienced engineers in India, he BRYS ;
#1 reckon that India now pays for want of chea

transit & pum equel to the whole of fthe taxes, 8o tha

by redyoipg ite cost to g tenth, which mighi pasil

be done, we shonld 8s good as abolish all taxes, {
have no doubf this opigion is literally trye, but it ig
in vain to repeat ench fryths to snch a home Govern-
ment | It igin vain to tell them that the want of
public works keep India poor; thet the want of commu-
nioation deprives the natives of the possibility of
commerce or exchangs to an incaleulable expént; thay
it forbids progress ; it paralyses indqﬁtry; it stqps the
division o Iaguqr; 1t neutralises God’s’ blesgings on
the sojl ; snd tends to keep the inhabitants barbas’
rians gnd paupers. Itis in vain to tell them that the
elevation or the buman species follows the track of

every great highway we lead into the interior of

India.  All thig passes with a Bygreagcracy for ro-

mance : littleness in object and in means, to them

sppears soundness and gobristy.”

In conclusion, I shall not surprige the reader bi
paying that I have not the slightest confidence i
what the ¢ Friend of India'sneeringly calls, the

w. vigour of the Goveranmept in aighltr of the Charter
soussions.” I believe the “new vigour” exactly
corresponds to the new responsibility which called 1t
forth, and will only last as lcng 88 the canse which
roduced it, Ae'svon as the Parliamentary responsib-
Hity is again comfoptably shelved for angther twenty -
years, the new vigour will disappear with it. Bat T
must disorimindte hefe bétween works undertakien by
thé “new yigonr” fo¥the Euglishrand forthe natiwes.”
The Governmeni hag -tnfaﬂnily sanctioned three'rd.[-'
ways and an electpio telégraph. Now I have no'donbé
the latter will be finished, and thl;.f-éiuaﬁﬂy, bécanse,
independent of the caloulation that the users 6f it will -
pay its expenpes, every man can - understapd the
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jmmense. additional strength which tle telegraph
will give us in, Indis, and our En%lish interest in the
matter is go, clean 0 English politicians, that even
s bureancratio; Administration wonld not dare to trifle
with it.-Buf it is very.different.in the case of railways
nfortunately Bunglish politiciens do not see onr Eng,
Euhf'fn}amﬁ in lndian public woxks, nor feel the ryot’s
sbrong necessity for them. There isnothing therefora
to-insure the,railways being finished, or Went of ether
eommanjeations being supplied— (for two.or three
zailways will not: suffice for the wants of [ndis, any
more tga.'q it wonld do for England to have a railtway
from Liverpool to Birmiugham, and anoiher [rom
London to gnuthmpton, and no roads beside.) T
sppears that the shareholdersin Indian railways-take
the matter very easily as loug as they regularly recsive
their dividends on the money paid up;and as these
dividends come out the pockets of the ryots, who have
no voice in the matter, and literally go for nothing in,
the decision, if once the Charter is settled, and the-pre-
sént bureau- oratic Goyernmentsale again for another
twenty years, there may be money enongh spent in
dividends on railways always making and never made,,
to have paid for good roads all over India.. In fact,,
the system will be pursned with mslways, which has,
been pursued with other ways ; and I must. explaian,
to the reader that the published “ sanction” for any
work in Indja, is frequently a pure mystiication, and,
does not in the lenst mean that the work will be made,,
unless it snits the Government te spend the money.
The Government has varioms modes of privately.
stopping the execution of a work that is publicly
“ganctioned.” One isto write confidentially to the,
lpeal anthorities that the expenditure is “ in the presents
state of the finances, unadvisable.” Another is to+
require further explanation, and so hang up the works
just a8 many years as the-Goverenment pleases, pending:
interminable references to,England : the announcement.
of a reference to Hngland), says Mr. Camphell, “ .is
often regarded as an indefinite postponemend,? . A.
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third:- mode is to take care insanctioning a work, that

it shall be 1mpossible to execnte 1t, by keeping the

district without engipeers. And here I must digress.
for & moment to remark that in every Presidency i

India, the corps of engineers 1s utterly madequate to
the exigencies of the country, not meiely too tew to-
exsoute ney works bmt even to keep in repair the-
old onaes.

The “ Friend of India’ of February 6th 1851, after
making exactly the same compleint as Bhore did
twenty yeara before, that infantry officers, magstrates,
and collectors, were constantly called upon to perform
the funetions of civil engingersmentions a onse where
s woalthy native bad subsoribed g large sum for ye-
building » bridge, when itfell spmeyears.bafqre, and.
yet, thongh ample funds. were provided for the work,
the bridge had not been rebuilt, and the country had.
been deprived of the benefit of it, because no engineer
eould be spared to make it. I repest, therefore, that
the “mnew wvigouwr” and the puablic ** sanction?” of
railways, or any other works, gives me no confidence
whatever in the Government., I am convinced thak
the same men, 1n the same places, will, if they can,

ursue the same system in the future as in the past

have seen that the promises which necessity forpess
the Indian Government to make, necessity alone willi
fgree it to keep,

. Ap I have explained elsewheve the remedies which
¥ propose for these grievances, I will not go over the
Bame. qgnﬂﬂ. here, except to notice one point. I may
'hg,q;lg@_ ;what, if the: Bureaucracy is out down, and
power and pesponsibility given tothe local authorties,,
what is to inguze their eompetency to direct the. loeal
administration ? for ingtance, such a Presidency might.
be named wherg the only business the Governor is-fi
for, is to trayel about snd' take care of his health,
while has Council are men who have risenby seniority
alone, and are remarkapble, not for ability, but for the
want of it , and supposing five per.cent, of the land
revenues were allotted to pmblic werks in this Presis_
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dency, what is to insure the money being well laid
ot ? L answer that if the worst comes to the worst,
the local authorities are always more competent
than the home authorities ; but there is never any rea-
son for haviog an idcompetent local administration
except the prigate intérest of the Burepyoracy. [tjs
always easy enough to make the local governmenp
efficient if there is the will to it. Tt is perfectly eady
tb break through the rule of geniority for the higher
appointments, recommended ip Mr. Willoughby’s
evidence. The only dQifficulty is that itjs nof the
interdst of the “intélligent olerks” to do this, for the
more inefficient & local goverpment can he made, the
greater is the' power of the Bureaucracy at home,
And 1t js becoagse I haye invariably found, in studyin
the details of local sdministration, that all the reform
required in India would be & necegsary consequence
of the reform at home, that I have struck at the root
of the evil and deyoted this book to advocating a change
in'the Bureaucrafic system at hpme. i
%" Meaiwhile, as the cage now stands, the Indian
Govérnrient argilposingy heavy tribute on the ryots,
and refasin i #hg”%nb‘ﬁn works which wopld
enable them besr the burt aﬁ-—.’ﬁh?yra foroing them
to make without straw. And g0 completely does
the system of secrecy and the system of mystification
keep the English public ignorant of and indifferent
to hiane things, that India might as well contain
nothing but cattle besides our functionaries there,
for all that ita population 18 talka; of or thought of
by the majority of my countrynen. Even in the
reports of the dinners given by the Hast India
Company to efficials going to or returniug from the
country, the reader will be surprised and perhaps
shocked, to find that amid the chorus of praides
bestowed on the East India services, and the mutusl
compliments of Directors and Members of Parliament
on %’Ea great success of Indian administration, and
the"great men'formed by it, amid dll the 'self-lande~’
,tim«:aa.'r?zlg & word, and sometim¢s not g wordy iy
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paid abont the natives. And thus it is that ever
Indian grievance is “out of sight out of mind, *® M‘{
the compliments go on in England, and the coms
plaints in India, from genération to gensration.
1 have often wondered how it is that thoss wlib
are o conspicnously active among us in the interasts
of religion, never turn their attention o India,  How
48 it they never inquire 'whether, as & nation, we are
}daing our duty to India? and whether their szeal
conld not obtain for its vast population that legis-
Intive justice which would confer the most solid
blessings on & one-eighth part of the 'whole human
family % It seems to me'that Christain charity would
nob be pnwoithily employed in' such & work as this.

' However, I know not if my feeble viice oan reach
my countrymen, but if it can, I tbll them plainly that
the bureaucratic Goverament to which they have
sentrusted the irrespousible despotism’ of India, has
not secured the happiness of the mnatives in ‘their

preon, honour, property, or moral sentiments. It
£qa not acted on what ought to be the principle 'of
every (tovernment, viz., to serve the people, and rook
the sovereign in their interests and affections. - In-
stead of this, it bps acted on a sysbem of distrast,
and exhanstion, like that of a bad tenant who fedls
that his lease will soon expire, and apqgggél'ﬁﬁﬁ;}s'ﬁdg
to ﬁat all ho opn off his farm before ho is forded to

Bl 2y | : ol
ﬂ. \nd at length the ﬁbﬁ&a%ﬁ;ﬂpga of § poliey which
has hibharto only been -fatal to the millions of onr
lqlllgw- 1 Qgiauj;.q in Indias are coming home to our own
door. ef 8 p ?g‘lii:-:!;isiyb 1o idep of the imminence of
the danger. IE has alweys bagn officially ssserted
that peace ﬁ*ﬁufﬁ 060 Teturn, end the finandes ‘would
suffine for & time of .peace, though' they ‘conld dob
defray fthe chiarges of ~war. Hven had Hid lgst
asserfion been trye, thoge who are’ ‘atquaintdd’ gith
the private motives which influerice our ‘policy on
ihis subject, and acquainted with'the ‘tone of thb
(public press on both sides. of Indis] these” Kilofr thab

: g ot o g Ry
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too many of the servants of the state have an interest
in going to war, for this promissory note of peace
drawn by an irresponsible Government to be sny
golid security for the future. And at this very time,
althongh the public have been most unjustifiably
kept without official yinformation of the causes of the
present Burmeee war, which will add its quota of
millions to the debt of India, my private inta'}liga‘ﬂcﬂ
leaves me not a shadow of doubt that there was no
more necessity for our going to war with the Burmese
than for our going to war annually with the Americans.
But while it is not true, that the finances wonld
suffice for a period of peace without an illicit rovenue
which is in the nature of a gambling speculation, I
refer the reader to a statement given af Appendix B
of this book, showing that the permanent sources of
Indian revenue, which are st present unequal to the
charge of the debt, exhibit no increase corresponding
to the progress of the debt, but in the case of the
Customs’ duties, a decline in the tax- u}ring power
ﬂutf he people; while on the other hand the regular
imorease’ of the, debt under the present system of
(overnment is inevitablé, and it has only been met
hitherto by & gambling resource. In fact,'we are
staking the credit and apparently the existende of
our Indian empire on such a precarious source of
revenne a8 opium-smuggling, although, according
to the last *“ Friend of India” (Nov. 25,th, 1852) the
Ohinese cabinet must soon be forced by the necessity of
cirewmstances to change their policy of prohibiting
the use of this drug, which, aceording to the same
authority, will annihilate a financial resource amount-
ing to one-fifth of the gross revenues of the British
empire in India! '
Now I cannot tell how this financial prospect will
affeot others, for there are those who will not balieve
in the reality of an earthquske wuutil they are buried
under its ruing, but I feel bound to say what it signi-
fies to me as plain as fignres can speak. It signifies
that we are going on, the blind leading the blind; to
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a hideons gulf of bankruptoy in India. It means
that we ave allowing a Bureancracy to steer the vessel
of State to certain shipwreck. And when I think of
#the creatures of the desk and the ereaturesof favonr™
who are doing this—when I remember what Burke says-
of them®—I begin to- fear lest the old proverb
ghould come trus in India, that **Providence raises

great men to found an empire, but employs the
lowest of our species to destroy one.” &

# 14 The tribe of vulgar politicinns are the lowest of our species”’

S TR
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ik 01 FPIGAY BYSTE,

" ftis a common saymmg and hag grown into sn
priicle of pﬁlar fuith, that, ¢ after all, India i
much better governed than the ocolonies, —and
have heard so mnch from my youth FFWWE of mal.
administration in the colonies, that I had always
taken the above proposgition for Frq-ntad, and sup-
oged it to be a truism which admifted of np dispute.
hen however, after ipvuatigc-]q.i.jng the defails of
Indian gdmipigtrafion, the old spying again acei-
dentally strikes my ear, I am spddenly astopished to
find sq little fuync{qtiun for it, that lam puzzled to
conopiye how such p miptake cuild ha?a arigen.

After pondering oyer this phenomenvy, I bglieve
, the regl pxplapation of it to bp that every grievauce
of the colopies finds lopd apd p]m;lpant ntterance in

nglgnd, and even within the walls of Parliament ;
whereps the grievgnoes of India havg po voice among
us; and the absence of complaint from the later
country is fakep to signify the absgnce of groynds
for complaint. This is & sufficiently eyrioys illusion,
for if the degree of complaint werg evidence of the
egree of mal-administratign, then Englapd would
abopt the worst goverped conntry in the world
and incomparably worse governed than the Papal
Btateg ; for no complaintg are audible from the %-
man territory, whatpver men are suffering there : the
smoke of the sacrifice riges gumbly.

Bnt becanse there is in England, in ope year, a
thonsand times morg complaint of ‘the Goyernment
than is ‘heard from India dpring the lapse of
twenty years’ Charter, let not the Teader too hastily
conclude that men do not suffer in India. Ifisn
great mistake, says Sismondi, in speaking of the
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nodern history of Italy, it is a great mistake o dup.
pose that the times abont which history 1s silént are
the least calamitous to mankind. All calamities are
not historienl; they require & cerbtan dignity, & cer:
tain 8vident conneotion with politics and individuals,
in which all the world can see the chain of canses
and effects; before they attract sufficient notice to bd
racorded in history., DBnt calamities mey afflict 4
nation, hiot the less real beocause from their social
mature silent, by which a whole people may fesl
themselved, as men more than as citizens, degraded,
demoralisedy disgraced 'in, their own eyes, ruined in
théiv fortanes,r and .deprived’ of hope so long atb to
lose the power of velintary’ effort ; and all this with-
ot the dontiection between politics: and their condi
tion being evident to the world, or any dramatic efféct
of publi¢ interest attracting notice to their inward
bldeding wonnds.
I ghall endeavour to show the reader that this has

eer the case in India, notwithstanding the absence
of complaint, but I look in vain for anything like
this in the colonies. The Orown has never inflicted
the colomies such a Ryotwar system, or perpetual
settlement, or judicial aystem, or such transit dues,
a8 we have forced npon India ; and thereare perhaps
Jworse oalamities behind. 1 do not wean to deny thab
griayances. axisp in the ,dolopies, only they are not
egqual to those of India, and they cessive & very
diﬂigﬁnt? dagied of attantion 11 Hagland. :
4 on ingtance, L wil take the greatest colonial
mmzil}im:- af the day, the Jtruaﬁuntnhi.nn of convicts.
No dexibtothis ekl is real enough, but I must observe
that it is & thingl of yesterday uom};nmd ﬂgrm
Jdndian -griéfs, and thab the, system of trandp
hag in its time, been. of, emséntial service to ' the
«oolonies, and even now .itiappears, by the “Globe??
of November the 2nd, that a portion of the coloniste’
petition for its continnance, as the only mode of
.pupplying the labour market ; at any rate the system
is 0ld, and the opposition to it comparatively mnew,
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and yet from the time that the coloniats declara
sirongly againt it they find men of first-rate abilities
to urge their complaint; the Press—no part of which
is gagged as in the case of India, by the threat of with-
drawing the large income yielded by the Leadenhall
Straet advertisements—the Press warmly espouses
their canse, and every unprejudiced man would admit
that their representative in the House of Commons,
Bir Willam Molesworth * is listened to with the mb-
most rﬁ!gﬂot by the House and the country—that he
i8 virtually a much higher authoritiy on the snbject
than any official man—and that from the date his
speech on the 21st of May, 1852, the system of trans-
portation was certainly doomed, and the only ques-
tion was, how much more odium and disgrace the
Colomial Office would incur in a hopeless resistance
to its inevitable abandonment.

How different is the canse of the natives of India!
Out of the House the public appears to be indifferent
to their fate ; and in tﬁa House the great anthority
“on. the snbject is sure to be some official man who
may ‘be,said to hold a general retainer to oppose the
interest of-the natives-on every occasion, becanse his
own position and inflnence depend on.his maintain-
g that vicious system of fnﬂia.n administration
which requires his * sharp practice” to defend it,
whereas a good system wuuldp employ an advocate of
& higher character.

I mag' be referred to the efforts of Mr. Bright in
1848 and 1850, and of Lord Jocelyn in 1851, to show
that the natives are not altogether abandoned in the
House of Commons, I must answer that the Ministry
would have refused Mr. Bright his Committee in
1848, but for the powerful interference of Sir Rebort
Peel. Alas for India ! that great man was beginning

't0 feel an unusual interest in Indian affairs atthe
'#ime of his death, and, had his life been spared, the
" Pprospects of the natives would have been very diffe-
rent from what they are now. Would that his _politi-
3 AT * I'us wns watlen in 1853, s
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eal friends had inherited his feelings on thé snbject!
However, in 1850, Mr. Bright was cheaply defeated
by an official denial of several notorions facts ; and if
Lord Jocelyn fared better last session, it was becanse
s mass of new evidence, backed by official reports of
which the snbstance had transpired, and by the
ﬁuhﬁu conviction and degradation of Ali Moorad,.

ad rendered it impoesible for the Home Government
any longer to burk the case, as they did burk it for
years in the Court of Propietors.—Vids Appendix C.

1 repeat therelore that, in spite of the isolated,
though generous offorts of Mr. Bright and Lord
Jnuegfn there is no regular advocate g:lr the natives
in the House of Oommons, as there is and always has
been for the colonists; but the only permanent rve-
presentative of Indis in that Hounse, is some official
advocate agninet the natives, There is; thep, almost
no complaint; but does this prove there are no grie-
vances ? [ will endeavour to answer this guestion.

The more I study the subject the more I feel &
growing conviction that the natives were happier,
not merely under their good princes, but happier
under the average of their native sovereigns, than
they have been under sn English Bureancracy.

In discussing this point, we have always hitherto
had the advantage of being the judges in omr own
onuse ; therefore, because we first soquired power in
India during & revolntionary period, we have mssu-
med that the normal condition of Indian Government
was a chronic state of revolution; and we have assn~
wmed that the mass of the people must have been miser-
able; begause we can prove that many of their native
sovereigns were warlike, bigotetd, &c. But we must
racollect ﬁi:ai- India is as large as the whole of Hurope;
and suppose we wers to apply the same ingenions
process of crimination to Hurope that we dot im,*
—sguppose we ware to reckon up the wars ﬁt;g_wﬁl ofb
oppression of Europesn princes, ss we. do for the

* vids Gullver's dafenod of ** hix dear oguabry " to the king of the
Brobdiognags. Y di 5

- &
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native princes; down to end of the eightesnth century,
and thcn'la.t-e the amount of bloodshed and human
misery caused by the ambition and selfish indiffer-
énce to the fate of the masses,—suppose we were to
rake out of & few centuries of history; for Earope as
we do for India, all the -deliberate ocruélties mflicted
on mankind by religious fanaticism,—~finally, suppose
we were to see what the memoir-writeva of the time
8ay of the tondition of the great bull of the people
in Hurope, 'down to the period of the I?ranah.
Revolation ¥’

If wewere to do this with any good faithy we’
ghould begin to find 1t impossible to cast the first
gtone at India, We should begm to admit that if
thare had been wars, if there had been bigotry, if
there had been misgovernment n India, there had:
been such things elsewhere, But there had been many
compensations in India ; there had been long-estab-
lished Governments, and great masses of contented
snbjects ; the Mahommedan conguerors had settled in
the country, and identified themselves with the in-

¥ terests and sympathies of its inhabitants ; they had
ab the #ule, vespected the customs, and religion, and
private landed property of the people, and sny in-
fraotion of the rule was condemined by their otwn his-
torans as it would be by Europeans; they had pre<
served the municipal institutions, and arbitration
system and excellent police, which gave the best
socurity for person and property at the least cost;
they never burthened the conntry with a national debt,
and had spent great sums out of the taxes for the
people, on public works and grants for education,
and had not attempted to destroy their native ariss
tocracy, whose capital was the support of the labou-
rers, manufacturers, and merchants of India; finally;
they had not treated the people as & inferior race of
beings; they had maintained a free social intercourse
with $hém ; they had not confined them to such low
dll-paid offices ag they could not fill themselves ; they
bad frequently left the most important share.of the
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#1%11 offices of SBtate in their hands, and hed allowed
them to rise daly {rom among the lower ordera to all
ranks of civil and military employment, which ** kapt
ap the spirit of the Eaupla,” said Mr. Elphinstone. -

In short, the Mahommedans did not, by dividing
the community into two distinet bodies of privilege
foreigners and native serfs, systematically degrade
a whole people. In a long course of fime, and among
a hundred millions of men, they had oppressed many;
but they had left hope to all; they had thrown open
to all their subjects the prizes of honest ambition,
and allowed every man of talent, industry, and cour-
age to aspire to title of honour or political powery
or high military’ comimands,’ with ocorresponding
grants of land.

Very different from thia has been the government
of the English conguerors of India. v kA

We have kept the peace in the country for owr
own sakes, and this has of course, to a certain extent,
increaged cultivation and commerce, beceunse the
instinotive efforts of men to better their condition will
always ensure the material progress of any people,
until they reach the point where misgovernment sets
a limit to progress,

But this benefit of keeping the peace in Indix ig
. the only one oar rule has conferred on the nawvesy
to make np for the losy of all the uum'gendn'.t.i‘ona then-
tioned above ; and if I show this to be!the case—if
agninst one benefit is to be set our systematic im-
poverishment and degradation of a whole people,
what will after ages say of our passion for sggran-<
dizemenit’ in India? Will it be sufficient to have
changed the mode of extortion, to have substituted
the dry-rot of English Bureausracy for the vieldhos
of Roman procounsnls, to prevent posterity from ton-
demning with one voioe our selfish poliey dinindia P
1 deeply feel that it will not: I ‘fﬂ-!&) puiniully. thab,
although for a while the aystem may deceive or cor-
rupt contemporary opinion, and trindph’ ever sach
feeble protests as mine, its trinmph. will, one day be
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appealed against in higher court of jopinion, and e
reversed by the judgment of history ; and in that day
the verdict of the w_inle civilised world will be given
against Hngland, and the curse of many nations will
fall upon her, for her selfish treatment of India.
Howeaver, the passion for agt;igrnndimﬂmﬂnh above-
mentioned is both excused and denied. Itis exoused
on she ground that our territorial extension in India
cannob be helped | that it ia *ip the natural course of
things, " | Wﬁy, of course.it is so long ad we take
every precantion in constituting the Home Govern-
ment to ensare its grasping tendency, which is our
. presant policy. :
. ., We now make a Home Government which must
theoretically know and care little about the native,
and covet any immediate increase of revenue and
patronage. But suppose we made the Home Govern-
ment on & totally different theory; suppose its very
onstitubion ensared ita knowing and caring a good
_deal about. the natives, and proportionably less for
_T,p'ﬁrqiagf, and caring more for thé nltimate than
. hamia iste increase of revenne—more forits real than
1ts apparent yalue ; if we did this, it would then be
as much “ in the natural course "of .things ” for the
Governmeat not to be grasping, a8 it nowis for it
to be so. .
Again, the passion for aggrandisement is denied,
and it is said that our wars in India were defen-
sive wars, by way of disproving the fact. Delensive
wara | why the least serupulous of Buropenn congquoe-
rors, Lounise XIV. Napoleon, ,. . all have found
the same cloak for their ambition, and called their
wars defensive mensures with the same assurance;
so that, with the Scinde and Affghanistan wars fresh
in the reader’s memory, this exploded old State fic-
tion is not worth answering,* as it is not wars alone
* Howevar, us | fod an illosion pravalent thet wa were not the aggrods
B0iE, 6 any rate. in the fist war with the Sikhs, I will refur to antnos
ritles who prove the contrary,—wiz, *Mistory of the Reigning Family
of | shore," by Major O, Smythe, p xxii, of Tnbeedootion ; and '*HEiss
fory of the Bikhs, " by Captamn Cunaingham, pp, 813 bo §i2,.
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' that prove this passion for aggrandisemént.

The reader must recollect that itis nobt by con-
quest from enemies, but by cessions extorted.from
friends, from our unfortunate allies, that & great
part of our territory has always been, and continués
to be, obtained. The smount of territory takem by
Lord Wellesley in time of peace was prodigions, and
at the present day, with profound internal peace, the
process of absorbing the native Btates is going om
steadily, not at the expense of enemies but of friends.
It is no secarity te the native Princes to have trea-
ties wibh us, or to recal times when their alliance
wed hailed by us a8 o signal good fortune in a ori-
tival period. On some we'impose contingents, which
keep them in bondage, ruin their finances, force them
to oppress their subjeots, and end by furnishing us
an excuse for interference and annexation. In the
oase of others, we coolly set aside the lawinl sncces-
sion at their deaths, turn the heirs adrift, and seize
on their inkeritance. In the same spirit we are oon-
fiscating the estates of the landed aristocracy, and it
is believed that, what with resnmptions of enams,
and rent-free lands and lapses of jagheers, we havs,
since 1819, appropriated landed property of tHe valde
of three millions sterling of annual revenue. - ]

And why, for what purpose, is this incessant
aggrandizement ? Is it to give tha natiyes'# the
blessings of the Brilish rale 7" Let us ses what
these blessings have been,
~ 18tly, in Beagal, by one of the most aweeping
configenbions the world ever saw, we transferred the
whole landed property of the community to & body
of tax-gatherers ; but under such conditions thitthis
body of newlysinvented landlords were rained slmdat
40 & man, and sold dp by our Collectors, and their
estates transferred to new men, within ten:ortwelve
yoars ; and in making the new landlords, we promised
legislative protection 4o their tenants, yet we have
lelt them from that day to this.at.the meroy of the
Zemindars, and oaly the other day it was said by the
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“Friend of India, » Sept, 16th:—“A whole century
will scarcely be sufficient to remedy the evils of that
arg:t-nal Settlement, ‘and we have not yet begun
the task. Under ité baneful influence a population
of more that twenty millions have been miucad o &
state of such ntter wretchadnedd of condition, and
8uch abjeotness of feeling as it would be diffioult to
parallel in any ather oountry. #
. 2ndly, In; Madrag, by another eweeping confiscas
tion, Sarh&pa-wiihﬂut & precddent iti history, we as-
Bamed that the Government was the owner of all pro-
pertyiin lend, and that in the words of Government
We should “ avoid sll material evil if the gurplus
Wes: in all cases made the utmost extent of our
demand ;¥ thig being the lahdlord’s rent, and léaving
to the cultivator only a bare snfficien oy for his own
Bubsistence ; and this surplus produce being deman-
ded from the ryots, not as a corn-rent but as & money
rent, and being aasessed and collected in distriots
averaging 7000 sqtiare miles, and 150,000 individual
tonangts, 'Eymm or, two Hdropeans, assisted by infor-
mersy with notorionsly incorrect BuUrveys.
Srdly. When this Ryotwar system had ruined
adras; we forced it tipon Bomba y in_spite of Mr,
Blphinstone’s opposition s and nowhere did we at any
Sime lower our assessments until the agriculturists
Were beggared, and we retain the system to this day,
thly.  We established and maintained for the
bebter part of a century, transit dnties, which broke
thé manufacturers, decayed the towns, and demora-
lised the people of India, and left it a matter of won-
der that an y trade counld be carried on at all. i
Sthly, We destroyed those municipal institutions
Which had, @ooording to Mr. Blphinstone, “ preseryed
the people of India through all their revolutions,
and conduced in a high degree to their happiness,
0d to the enjoyment of g great portion of fraa&om
80d independence.” Wa destroyed these, and with
them the excellent arbitration system and native

polige which gave the people full security, for persin
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pnd property at the least possible cost ; and we sef
np instead an exotic system of English law," which
lins uiterly deprived the peaple of security, besides
corrupting their morals, that in onr ciyil conrts,
* which give every opening for fraud, perjury, and
forgery, *’ all the most important interests of the'
country have been rapidly converted and transferrad,
and no man’s estate is safe, and in our orimingl anurf‘b
pothing -hnt his most ninglﬂ&r ill-lnck can bring an
pocomplished eriminal to justioe ; and even withiy

cirele of sixty or seventy miles ropnd onr capital city
pf Daloupts, no man of property can retire to rest
without deanger of being the vietimi of Dacoits befors

mning. ' -

qt-ll:l:gWa levied great taxes on the people, - spgd’
drained away one-seventh of their net-revenus -ty
England, at the same time byrtheding them with' &
lopd of national debé for the first time in their history ;
aud yet in spite of their admitted rights and neceg-
pities, we gave them back next to nothing in publie
works ; never anything for education, unless forced
by pressnre from without, snd the vigorous initiativg
of private individuals, and then as little as posgibley
and in most districts beyond comparision less  fonf
roads, bridges, tanks, &o., than has been given by
wealthy native merchants and country genklaimen,
7thly, We haye long been systematics ¥ qestroy,
ing.the native aristocracy, who furnished consumers
fou the articles of commerce and laxury, who stimn.
ted.the prodyotion of the labourers, the manufac-
yress; snd thp merchants, who were the patrongof’
arty the prémoters of agrioultirsl improvement, the'
cp-operators’in' pyblic works, and the only clasd rha'
unu.ig enableusto ogrry out any comprehensi ey

loration of native sqoipty ! apd we are extinguishin

the native States, awiiuh the -effect is, "Acdordin
to 8ir Thomas Munro, ¥ int’ fléce’ of raising , to'débaie
the whole people, ”.and ‘gocording o the Duke of
Wellington, “to degrade and beggar 'the natives,
making them all enemies;?* ‘pnd’ - meafwhile, our
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threat of absorption hanging over their heads, de-
rives both princes and aristocracy of any induce~-
ment to improve their country.

Bthly, We regard the natives rather as wvassala
and servants than as the ancient owners and masters
of the country; we have as litile as possible of social
intercourse with them, and althongh we allow them to
do,abgye ninety-seven per cent, of the work of ad-
ministraion, we monopolise the oredit snd emolu-
ments of it, and keep every high office for ourselves,
The, establishment of oar rule in any part of India at
opoe shuts the door on the honest and landable ambi-
fion of the natives; all prospect of enjoying those
honours and distinotions, and [ucrafive situations
of trust and power, which reconcile men to the oppres-
gions of arbitrary rulers in natives, is thenceforward
cut off ; we divide the commanity into 8 government
of foreign officials on the one hand, and & nation of
gorfs on the other ; of foreigners, constantly shifting

eir quarters, having mo permanent connection wini
%g afry, and always looking forward to the day
when they ahall return to Bngland with & fortune, and
of serfs, who are the natives: of the Jand, linked and
identified with its interests apd sympathies, and
many of whom sre regarded as little. better than
menial servants, who might have been governors of

rovinces but for us; all of whom as a rale are con-
gne& to such low, ill-paid offices, as the Covenanted:
Ciyil Seryice disdains to accept.

And therefore is the spirit of India broken under
the Qompany’s government—therefore do we hear of
robberies and oppressions in Oude and Hyderabad,
and yet the people do not fly to uws, because hope is
with them, and the future is not a blank ; instead of
fiying into our territory, they go from it, often in
fiocks ; come into it they mnever do: only the other
ﬂ.ng some important works on the Kistnah were stop-
pe because the people of the country fled, en masse;,
into the Nizam’s dominions. _.'
\ 4 And why do they prefer to live under, * effete’”
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native Government ? because they do not feel them-
selves degraded as they do under us, for it is not the
arbitrary power of a nafional sovereign, but subjuga-
tion to a foreign one that destroys mnational power
and extinguishes national spirit, and with this the
mainspring of whatever is laudable both n public
and private life—but we make them feel the rule of
the stranger fo their heart’s core ; we set a barrier of
privilege between the natives and their foreign mas-
ters ; the lowest European officerin a black or red
coat, is above every native géntleman, thongh the latter
may be the descendant of a line of princes, and is
oftén & man of the most chivalrous feelings and the
highedt ddoomplishments ;nevertheless, we treat them
as an inferior race of beirgs, and we are making them
80 ; our monopoly of every high ui?ﬂn. from genera-
tion to generation, is systematically degrading the
people of India ; the deteration of native character
under our rule 18 manifest to every one ; and Sir
Thomas Munro went so far as to say, #it would be
more desirable that we should be expelled from the
country altogether, than that the resunltof our system
of Government should be such an abasement of a
whole people.” Here are samples of “the blessings
of the British rqle |

I have not the skill to state the oase in eloquert
language, and cannot express what I feel about it
but & man of imagination who pleaded this cause
would 6ften bring tears into his reader’s eyes ; how-
ever, T do bessech the reader to consider this seriea
of fattd; told in the ﬂlninust, simplest manner, and
to say whether such “ blessings’ can justify our
passion for aggrandizethent in India ? b

And I have fidt done: I have yeb to deseribe the
méans and the end of gratifying this passion; because;
eonsidering that onr bureancratic, irreponsible Goe
vernment of Indit, kad latély shown thatit would mo
longer respect the clearest rights and treaties when
it could find a pretext .for grasping a little more
revenue and patronage; aud considering that Mal-
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¢plm, Elphingtone, Metoalfe, Russell, Muynro, the
Duke of &'ﬂll,i;gt-m. and most of our great Indian
statesmen, have emphatically condemned the absorp-
tion of the native Biates, and that qur unfortunate
allies, sbove 250 native, Bringes, in the preseuge of
an overwhelming army, with no trabonal before which
ﬁﬂxwm carry their gomplaints, and placed as g
clagp.ontof the pale of the law, thet ghey have now
confisgation always hanging oper their heads, I must
explain the outrageous bregeh. of faith inyolved in
nr absorptiop of nstive States, and show whot the
glulm_;.neant when lLe said it *“degraded and beggared
ihe natives and made them ell enemies, ¥
The means now employed by the Gowernment to
absorb the native States are fo deny tho right of
adoption. Probably the reander is aware thatadoption
is one of the most splemn duties of religion in Indis,
in the case of failure of sons: which continually
happens in the reigning familes. By this ceremony
the, adopted son hepomes as much, an heir as gn heir
"githe body, and, M., Holt Mackenzie has proved
beyond. dispnte that these ia no - foundation for dra-
wing & distinosion begween Sugpession to priyate pro-
perty and suceession’ to mii.ml. apywm-l-u:a,t s force
and effect of adoption, but the adopted.son acgujre
all and every one of the rights of a legitimate heir o
dhe body. i
. . Of course this right of adoption is thp dearest
Jprivilege of the native Princes, and the mogt necea-
sary bo them, as their States would soon faull into onr
hands without it ; and this right has been given to
the people of India in express words, by an early Ack
of Parliamént, .and hag been formally asserted by
Governor-General, as Lords Amherst, Metcalfe, and
uckland, and asserted by the law officers of the
Goveroment andp the conrts of Bengal over and over
@gain, and has been admitted by us, for many years
in the succession of npafive States, wyithout any res
.q_ﬁl_lisl.ng of p::&viu_us notice, or pny resgrye or.qus ificay
ipn whatsoeger, in a great number.of prevdents, .

b
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. Novertheless, the Government has at length
decided, with the object avowed without disguise, of
getting more revenue, that, as the parawmount power
in Indis, succesding to the authority of the Emperor
of Delhi, its sanciion to an act of adoption 18 neges:
gary, and it is entitled to withhold this sanction ; and
agoordingly it has within the last few years set aside
thiee adoptions, and confiscated the native states of
Sattarah, Colabah, and Mandavie, although, in sach of.
these threp were collateral blood relations and heirs

of the ﬂugumad prinoe, after the adopted son. _

, Nog, I, will firsp apy, b fow  words about fthe Em-
pavar of Delhi, and pub, him ot of the way; for he
has no more to do with thé questiog, than the man in
the moon. When the poor EmPamx; pame inte our
bands, as Scindiah's prisoner, blinded twenty years
before, did we restore him to his empire ? Cprtainly
noti! Did he then give us a grant of his paramount
power 1n India ? if so, how came we to make treatiea
with his feudatories as independent Princes? The
fact ig, a9 all the world knows, our paramount power
was Won, angd 15 kept, by the sword. And such are
the “blessings of the British role,”” that we are ob-
liged to remain armed to the teeth to keep it; apd we
had better not forget that we keep if by the swordof
a native ncmy, which has p strong perpqna.-i inferest
in the right of adoption. ) e

.. Lhow come, to tﬁﬁ guestion of . the, ganction,. Un~
doubtedly, where there 18a dj.vnta or doubt as to
the gubcession, the sapchion of the paramount power
is necessary ; bacapse the paramont power is entitled
and bound to keep the peace in India, snd to progant’

yiolatien of rights, or outrage on the feelings.o
ﬁ 11 ,gi;iqt[ﬂ;ﬁ endapoger the publio safaly
and tad-oy- dopbtiul case of , Enocessign; il
Kanotion, is necessaly, to, prove that wny adpphion,
legn) and regular, and o award the succession,
rightful claimant. o N

But this sanction of the. paramdpnt power is judi-
<ial sanction ; it ie the same thing as the Liord Chan-

9
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vellr’s decision on'd will; and “when the ranction of
the parsmount poweér'is required or ireguested m
wilied Btdtes, not sgbjeet or ‘belonging to it;but con-
wedted with'it by ‘treaties, -ibs ‘duty1s to find out the
Heir, tatid to' give the succédsion to the heir, not to
mefze on the'inbiéritance 1tself, it definnce of all the
b Yo oghnt? }
A ¢ wasis'mineh an act of robbery for me - toap-
réip tibte theprinoipalities of Battaral, Oolabah, md
w¥de, in- defiance of all the heire, as it-wonld be
for the Lord Ohancellor to 'podket e legacy bechuse
it'waebeing lithgated in his" cowrt, We. ave improv-
g upon a précedent set by Caligula, 1n our viola
tion of the right of adoption. When Caligula was
wnvited to o nuptial feast, he carred away his friend's
srifes when the Britieh Resident 18 invitad bo the
death-bed of a native Prince, he torns his [riend’s
ardow' and orphan out of doors, and confiscates their
ipHeritance. ¢
‘o TAnd fhey ‘do not tuke 'these things so quietly in
vhe Wity we' we ‘Ao’ here. - We hear of the absorp-
tion ofa Habive Bidte, wiid ygo aboub our’ business,
and think no mdore ofthe ~mutter;like va ship’s crew,
who duly notéin'the log, ¥ron GoWn & yesselin -the
night : all hands lost;” then pursue 'their ‘wo‘&h
and forget 1f. But these things lodge and rankle in
men’s minds in India, where too many of our troops
e interestad 1n this question of adoption; and, asl
ighid before, the froe press 1e doing ils work.
‘1 am/convirced that the Government will sonie
day regrot the system that is malking so many enemies.
‘It will some day absorb a native state too many, and
feal & p’ani like one who has put a fruit into his
mouth, with a hornet in 16, 'We must not expect the
Rajput Princeso he still like oysters, waiting to. be
‘dredged. They'ave, tnd ever were, a high-spirited,
smartial race, prompt 't appeal to the sword,.and
just the men to say, in a fit of exasperation, “ bebter
*an eud with fearthan fenreviithiont an end.” o
¢, Meanwhile the natives have a stereatyped-expren«
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Hé‘?n for thoir communications with us, which
1ves us & false confidence. We tread on ioe, and
%’c?rgat the omrrent of passion flowing beneath; which
imperils our footing. The natives seem what they
know we expect them to appear, and we do not see
their real feelings: we know not how hot the stove
may be under its polished surface. For the fire 13
not out, we are obliged to keep 1t up by our native
army, which may blaze into a conflagration, and burn
the empire, There may be some Procida, matchless
in daplomatie art and tenacity of purpose, who will
travel for years to kpit enemies sgaiwnst us, who wall
yﬁin& the ground under our feet, and lay the train
of combngtibles , there may be some outpage, wiuch
will suddenly raise a cry, terrible as that whioh broke
forth when the bells of Monreale werve sounding to
vespers, a cry of ““ Death to the Englishmen !’ thers
may be some conspiracy, of which, as at Vellors, we
have not even a suspicion, until the native regimenta
open their fire on our barrncks: and, as & merchant
w];m is obliged to throw all his troasure overboard to
save the ghip, & storm may arise 1n India which will
gost us more to maintein our power than all we bave
ained, or can ever hope to gamn, by our confiseation,
Nor does the injury stop with the families of the
Princes. Native ét»&ta& support & numerouns.¢lass of
¢ivil and military functionaries, who cannot-find em-
ployment, under us ; besides the holders of jagheers,
enams, &o., who know that their property is doomed
ah they, fall nnder our rule. ,Au.s 1m-p state like
mﬁ bsozhed, in place of thirty or forty natives
gxercisin voivil administration of affairs, with
alaries &? rom 100 to 200 ropees a month, whigh
ey ,#P#Fa: m the oountry, we gubstitute one or bwo
Europeans, receiving from 2000 to 3000 rupees =
pumt-ﬂ, and remitting the bulk of their salaries to
England. Moreover, the bread of almost: eyeryman in
and sbout the eatpitt'l of a native State deépends on
the expenditure of the native Government; and nob
only many thousands of natives dixgctly dependent
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upon  it, but”the manufactarers gﬁdfnhuﬁkeapurq'
dependent upon them; are nearly  all*ruinéd by our
absorption ; and their distress reacts on ‘thy cyltivas
tors‘of+ the ~soil. “This ‘is why ‘the ‘Duke said that
abeorption. *degrades and beggaré the natives, and
makes them all émemies, 7 1T o :
i ‘Bippildr ‘pesulta follow, in ‘préportion, from the
it gnded -estgtes of the nrisjooracy,
Bhgre payst Qo bring the subjesct home” to an
Bpglisk beart and mind, let ue turd our thopghts to
dur nakive land; and compare the effects produced by
individual example and inflaence there, with what
might have been the case lere. Let ns represent to
ourselves an English country gentleman, overlooking
his estate, promating the improvement of _Elhgriuultnm;
guperintending the roads and public buildings, sad
subscribing to the local charities; as a neighbour;
opening his house, and by his hospitality  affording
the weans of gocial- intercburse ‘to his npighbounrs’;
Hathq;ﬂi;ﬁemtf members of his- family contributing:

‘ghars to ﬂwgg_ﬁﬁmi good. Contrast the picture

hthy'state of things in ndie, Phe upper classes
of the hiatives, who ' used to'osonpy’ the aboye sitna-
tions, roined, and their places stipplied by foreigners,
who keep aloof from the people, 'and Wwhose ulfimate
object is to return to Dngland with a fortune: " He
adds: *“Asto the number of respectable people wha
have suffered, let any oné leave Engliah stations, few
and far between, and go into the country towns and
villages and there see the innumerable houses which
not wany years ago wérein good repairs, and jnhabid
ted by men'who livéd in the style of gentlenien, keepin
np-establishments of sérvants, horses, ala?hai_:rﬁﬂ; 5}
equipages, but which are:now all falling" ‘to decay,
while their'owners or their dessendants are diwellifig
in mud hats, with little’ more than - the merest néoes.
saries of life. "' ‘Axid let the readdr -vécolléct  thauk
the dpstruction of the native avistasrash'iy still-gos
ing on with unremitting vigour,as one -of the -lé}ug
Bing ofitho British rales.... v o5 idtiv s piod giad
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o How can we recomeile 1t to our conscience or our
resson to treal the nafives 1m this manner? It was
a beantitul fiction of the Greeks, that Ulysses could
no longer feign madness when his cluld was thrown
before his plodgh; but we, who have allowed a

ureauoracy to plongh over India fall the “iron has
entered 1nto the soul ¥ of her people, we have been
essontially mad without seeming so.

Towever, E bolieve there 18 a ageret caumse why
the English pulblic feel so little sympathy Ffor the
natives, which is entirely founded on a misunder-
phanding, and on ignpranoce of the' native character.
Lprﬂ‘ﬁﬂnbnf‘bug‘h said lagh session, that “no intell-
gent people would submit to onr Goyernment,” and
though he alone would say it, I am satisfied ip my
own mnd that many think it, and thst my country-
men in their hearts despise the natives of Indiay
because they do submit to our Government

Nevertheless, this submission does not argne cow-
drdice in those who submit. We enforce subnussion by
an overwhelming mercenary army,and as long as
that army 18 farthful, snbmission 18 & madtter of neces-
sty ; but althongh, under such circumstanoes,
they submit to our Government, there 18 not a race
on the face of the earth who possess more personal
conrage than the men of India; and the faptiis not
altéred by their subjection tous, because the brayest
F%O.GPIQ in the world may be subjugated by foreigners,
when they are divided ngainst themselves, which
was the cage with the natives of India when we found-
ed our empire there

_And not only were they divided, but for half g
centnry before an opening was given for our supre-
I the grest powers of the country had been
shi %%a'_ﬂ’ ¥ “wars, 'Which ﬁ“{‘,hba nnlla;irg Wars ';::lf

1anfs, from. agnitude of their operations ; In
Ehipl':-;t grﬁﬁfﬂtmn 1808, which &aﬁidarﬁ_, 8 00D~
test between the Mahrattas and Rajputs, the forces
brought into the ﬁal-;? by the latter were 125,000
ptrong, and by the former 111,000 strong, large
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Yodiés of the troops on both sides being armed and
disciplived in the European fashion; and I will
quote the description of & charge of cavalry in this
uotion, taken from the mouth of an eye-witness, Colo-
nel Skinner, to show the gellantry of thd men:—
“We now sdw Ohevalier Dudennaig’s brigade or divi-
sion, whieh was'on the lefl, charged by the Rahtors.
He received them nobly, but was out to pieces by
them. Ot of 8000-men he had ot 200 left. The
Rehtors, niore than ten thousand in nudiber, wére
geen approsohing from a distance ; the tramp of their
Lx‘ immense and compact body, rising like thundor ovep
\ the roar of the battle. They came on frst at n sluw
\ hand-canter, which increased in speed as the
‘advanced, The well-served guns of the bl‘ig&&i
howered grape upon their dense mass, cntting down
undreds at ench discharge ; but this had no effect in
rvesting their progress; Om'they dame,like & whirl-
ind, trampling over 1500 ofF their own body, de-
royed by the oanmon of the brigadé. Neither the
urderous volleys from the muskets, nor the sertied
ledgs of Bayonets, could check ot shake them ; they
ourad like & torrenf od-an'd over the brigade, and
ode 16 fairly down* leaving eoarcély & vestige of it
emaining, as 1f the shded weight ofthe wiusk - héd
round it Lo pieces ¥ -Algain, we ard asbustomed to
comsider the battle of Waterloo one of the most sang:
winary that ever was fought, yet our loss in sowme
/ Indisn battles las been about double the loss af
Watérloo, The proportion-of killed and wounded of
i Waterloo was one to six; that of Assaye wad' just
double, one to thres, ddd dvers] have bedt' newr it;
and the logs in the Sutlef battles, ta Y946, was HEGH
iore sevore than that of -Wabér(oo, being in' the pro:
pértion of dhe to fve..- -
‘' I dould add many other proofs of the personal
btavery of the n'nt-n?;!?'; but it has always been cdfi*
‘dpicuovs : so I will mefely remind the rehder of ths
wapt native armied of Clive, Lawrercs, and Odoté,
oh caryved out oaf- wity fv emypire. . Atid yef fhdse

‘4
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armies, unrivalled for wvalour and loyalty, were
officered by native gentlemen, with only one or two
Buropeans to a brigade ; and this was onp original
system in India, natil he thirst for patronage, ag
nsual, surmounted every other consideration, and
gubstitated Karopean for native officera. ;
Of late years sheer financial necessity has forced
us o reburn to some extent to. the old, system, which
is copied in our “irregular corps;’” and the admirable
state of efficiency and discipline of these “irrdgular
corps ' shows thab -wg.capfeqi%hr the. natives when
we ohooge in aityations of tzust and, power, and that
it answersperiectly to. dosp, . '
. Mo xetorn. to iy’ subject. I think I have said
snough,to show thaf, wo, should do, very:, Wéong to re-
fuse our sympathy to the natives froma dowbb.of
their courage ; and they have, many -obher, q_gpjiﬁdﬁ
which entitle them to our warm and kind consideration,
-I have noticed, in the chapter on public works, their
disposition to found benevolent institutions, and they
arg remarkable for a degree of charity in private
life, which renders the ponr independent of public
relief in India. * Their large family circles,” sayas
Mr. Cawmpbaell,  assist and support one another btg an
admirable extent, Fomilies generally live, together
as on the Continent, and the yonng men who go out
“0.gervioe return, and remit money most dutifully to
their families- ” 'The, native merchants are parti:
cularly distingunished for their honourabls mode of -
doing business, ag well as for their ~enferprise; and
"-Efﬁﬁlljw:iﬂm have resided in’ native Btates bear

.witness.to the simplicity and straightforward manner
T R iy Bovhvgs,
themi and amongsp each other. It is .cgl,lr, When. they
ave corruphed by external infliences, by ademoralis-
ing judiqisl system, or oppressive, taxation) that art
and cunning are subybkituted for candour; ag the only
protection against the hand of injustice and power;
and T will add that those who haye had much inter-
eougso with, the natives, ia. a commeroisl, political,
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or military character, almost invariably' speak of
thenrin very' high terms; it is only among such
judicial functionaries as Have ceniréd their observa-
tions on the most vicigus classes of native society,
and have overlookéd the ‘rest, that their detractors
sre to be found. = ° | ’ _

Findlly, it has boer said by one of the most ex-

eritheed mémbiars 6T the Indian ‘Servide, that,  for

6 transnokion 6f business, whether in acocounts,
diplomatic correspondence, or the conduot of judicial,
mugisterial, or financial affairs, the natives are gel
dom sutpassed. They are, on the whole, an intelli-
gent, tractable, and loyal people, not deficient in
ewergy when there is a motive for exertion, and
#minently caloulated to promote the mate of civil
life.

And now I have done. I have shown that althongh
there may be more comrplaint of the Government of
England'in one year, than we hear of the Government
o' Inidid ddrilF two or three Charters, yet there has

a6 ‘shffering, not lond bub déep, in the latter coun-
dnp of Friet Has flled siﬁgnﬂj to the brim, aye,
it has filled b running oveér, though few individuals
complained’ of it in ° ﬂngiamd* The wnfortunate
natives have had their rights of property confisoas
ted ; their claims on our justice and ﬁu:‘nnnity trams
pled under foot; their manufacturers, towns, and
agriculturists beggared; their excellent munioipal
inatitations broken up ; their judicial security taken
away ; their morality corrupted; their patrons syse
teniatically destroyed; and evon their re igions cus-
toms violated, by what are conventionally called the
“blessings of the British rule.” These great results
ut once strike the eye of any man who goes seriously
into the question of our Indian administration j like
the tombs by the side of the road at the entrance of
ancient cibies, these monuments of the power of a
Bureaucracy are the first things we see, and in them
lie buried the hopes of India.

'~ And.as_nbnses were maininined in the- provinges
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of the Roman Republic because the patriciams who
retired from their magistracy were shielded by the
genate, so igthe Indign %-uvarnn:ient regularly a.h.t'a.ldag.
bﬂ Parliament. Nsy, at this hour it 18 an understod
thing that the ministry intends fo seal the misery of
India by leasing her out for anotherterm of yaars to
the Company’s Government, which will again be
exhortod to govern paternally, just as Isaac Walton
exhorts his angler, in hooking a worm, “to handle
him ag if he loved him.” The Legislatare would not
dare openly and directly to oppress India, yet dares
ko vote others the potwer to do 50.

1 ﬂ}lﬂﬂﬂ hq}p arning my couttrymen that if they
Btarid by, atid “look quietly of whilé this political
martyrdom is once more consummated, their con-
senting unto the deed will Jeave a heavy debt of
yYengeance againsf them, not only on earth but i#l
héaven ; it will provoke that retvibutive justics, which
frequently allows an individual to escape, but never,
never fails ¢ overtake & nation. Let them weigh this
well before they say, On our heads and on our children’s
be it! It is true, that we have an overwhelming
mercenary army, and the word is passed, no danger
above the horizon; but some may be coming;and
in history we are always wise alter the event;and
when it is 0o late, when the bolt has fallen, and-the
pensliy has been paid, the first time do politiciana
#ee why a Government based on injustice and bad
faith could notf stand ; and what innumerable conse-
quences of ite own wrong-domg were all the while
undérmining its power. God forbid that we shemld
ba wise tog ?m in India!

I have one moré word to say in conclusion. Never,
since the world began, was so great an opporturify
of doing good offered to a great nation, as that which
Providence now offers to us in Indis. England—

enlightened, Ohristian England—is the sovereign
arbiter and empress of that glorions Jand, with ts
* hundred and fifty millions of *intelligent, tractable,
and loyal ” people, and she might throw lLerself on
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the fallen empire, as Hlisha did on the Shunammite’s
child, “and put his month r1.15|||:r:| hig mouth, and his
eyes npon his eyes, axd His hands upon his hands, ”
—s0 might Huglandstxotch herself on the prostrato
Hmpive, atid warm and guicken its torpid body, and
breathe.new life' info India. She might raise the
natives; snd wateh their progtess, méral dod mate-
ridl, as a mdbhet wabphes hér ohild, and loves it the
etber fdr the anxietios ib has oost her; she might
‘Bohold, fromr year to year, the blessings she confev-
wed; and feel the tie strengtheming which attached
her to India; she might have the amawer of a gond
eonsdience, and the esteem of the whole civilised
‘world.

Oh, my countrymen ; may Heaven itself soflon
your hearts, and awaken your sympathy for this
interesting people; may it teach you not to roject
your fated opportunity, nor agan throw such a pearl
«as [ndin before an irresponsible Bureauncracy.

h 4
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CHAPTER VIII.
‘TaE SPATEM OF PARLIAMENTARY LEGISLATION FOR INDIA.

Deax Swier said, in réprobating the neglect of
eduvation in his day, it was & common remark in
families who had wealth enongh to have their sins
good for nothing, “why sghould my son be a scholar,
wher it #s not intended he dhould live by his learning 2%
Hé'added, that by the satie rule &ﬁn{her man might
say, ' why should my son be honebt, témperate, just,
or charibable, when he does not redn'to depend on
any of these qualities for a maintenande I  And
the same ruls the Houso of Commons actually do sy,
“swhy should oneof the Ministry be compelled to prove
the snccess of his department, when the Ministry doed
dot depend on Indian affairs for 1ts existence? »?

This 18 true enonglh, and the fate of an HEnglish
Ministr'y now depends on matters of howme adminis-
tration,and on home yoestions and parties, and politida

uite independent of the affairs of India Bubt T 'will
show that this state of things is eminently undafeand
dnconstitutional, and from the timb ‘Whew, seventy
yodrs dgo, & mere legislative oversight tlirew India
ont of hﬁwﬂaﬁuf Hnglish politiesl qdestion, it has been
the, eduge df'sliemeful dbuses in India ever since; it
ig ®whé_ canse of perflons malsdministration at the
présedt’ fite; it had led t6 an almost incredille
neglect of flig subject by the Hounse of Commons, and
witer all thére T8'nob in fhie'whole vad ge of our nﬂ-tiun&_l
interést wily' oné mofe vifal to thé ratingd 1ile
than our tenure of dominion in the Hast, ' * '

It 18 wondéiful Phot my counirymen do ndf 580 the
palpdble conirddiction of léaving Iudia ol of the list
of their politicdl auestions, Why, therd is' not one of
them of mitre importance to tis | Jahot oup preservation
of India dn integral pdrtof the* Imporial policy ? X4
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it not necessnry to our commerce that India should
be prosperous, and to our safety that it should not
be disaffected ? Would not & tiolation of the rights
of property, which lit.a flamo of insurrection in the
Rajpootanah and sént over thrée-fouiths of our Bengal
sspoys to the enemy, instantly paralyze the right arm
ufPHﬂglanﬂ 9 ‘YWould not even & fnanoial orisis in
Indis ghake the British Empire to its foundation ?
~ Let'ths yeader imagine the éame mistaké being
inade in the case of England that was made in the
gase u?f India. Let him conceive a Minister, witha
majority behind,”’comng down and telling the Honsd
that, ' the ways and means were an exceedingly
aylkward subjeot; thore always had boen a good deal
O?dabntmg and mumsterial risk about it, and there
always would be; therefore it would make thirgs
pleasant if the Hunse would vote that for twenty years
there should be no more haudgets ; and the House
houl interfere with any thing else it liked except
%_1}71 axation : and if the Ministry in offies, twenty
yh) _B’{tgfﬂﬁ-l‘ﬂﬂ- preferred, to revive the budget, it
might.”” Suppose such’ s measurg had, been passed in
England seventy years ago,and  the.army Emd been
strong enongh to keep the pepple down, what would
our commerce and rights of property have been warth
now ? What would have become of our municipal
ingtitutions ? how much judicial reform shonld we have
had ? would there not have been an annual deficitin our
finances by this time, instead of the surplus ? Yet this
is s’ﬁbatant&al? the very same measure which
was passad for India seventy years ago, and which of
course removed lher in a very short time from the lisk
of our political questions, and rendered her Govern-
tent so thorougly irresponsible, that it now threatens
to be the ruin of both countries. s
And after all, this was a mere oversight of the
f!agmlntura, nnd it shows how blind men_ are to the
future, even the wisesi of them, that although in
thoso days the public mind was absorbed by lgn&iau
questions; and there was a most able and bifter
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qpposition, eager to find any handle for an atfack on
the Minister, and headed by such men as Fox and
Buarke, not one of them foresaw an incidentfal ‘and
indirect consequence of Mr. Piti’s bill which has had
more effect than any direct provision, and bas 1m:
perceptibly and silently produced a complete revolds
tion 1a Parliamentary legislation for Indie, and
thrown a subject, whigh used to excite intense in-
terest in the Parliameént and the nation, out of the
list of our fn]ihical ghestions. The point was this}
as long a8 the {ndian bndget Yaa presontgd to Pars
Linment by parties indifferent to, @snd sometimes
hostile to the Minister, and always viewed with dis-
trast by the House of Commons, these parties weie
obhiged tu give not merely &' simple publication of
accounts, but a periodical expostive of Indian affai
with detailed information on all subjects oconnecféd
with our Indian polioy, and this kept the memberd
of Parliament well informed upon the question and
enabled them to disenss it, or rather ensured their
ﬂ'muuaamg it, from year to year.

And of course this constant supply of information
wes incomparably more neccssary in the case of
India than in any Enghsh question, not only becarse
all kinds of politieal intelligence ave fredly published
in England, which afe concealed in Tndis, bt
becanse the more distance of the people of India from
Bnglish politicians shows them to us in a point of
view #o remote, that we are too often disposed to sce
thet as if thby wers nof, and fo neglect complaints
Eﬁbﬂ&’ﬂ 8o Tar off that timjr cannot reach our ears,

oWwéver, from fhe time when the Indisn budgel
became the ilima%ﬁf "budget, as he naturally’did
not feel incliried %o provoke Parlismentary inspection
of his administration, ‘Th'a as everybody ‘hEd'over-
looked the nauaisiﬁy':‘i‘f making au "h;:'jp; & “firovision
to meet the case, the 'periddicsl suptgljl‘ of "inferma-
tion came to an end’‘with the- state of fhings which
had led to it, and 'the consdqaénce Wad that in a very
fow years Membovd of Parlisment ceafed to be well
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infarmed upon the subject or compatent to discuss it,
and so [ndip 1mperceptibly fell out of the Lst of our
political questions, and 1ts Government bgoawe 1rre-
sponsible ; and irresponsible 1t will remain, uatl the
inisier is compelled to give Parligment pnoe more a
detailed apnual exposute of Indian piias. .

Fram the time when Inﬂj&_ﬁ,ﬁﬁqﬂi 1n, this manner
fo be o politioal question,’ the neglect of it by Parha-
yaent has been something so weredible, that unlers
wj:pn I rglate it I conld appeal to hisbory at every
gfep,* I should not expeot to be believed ; and the
desoriptifn of 1t will be & lesson to members of Pars
Tla.qzemt that they are as helpless as children 1n
Indipn affairs when they do nut receivo regular
periodical information about them.

At the time of the pagsing of the Charter 1n 1704,
the House of Comnmons little thought that the recent
“meagure for the rehef of the Zemindars, ” the “ Per-
petnal ﬂ-qht»lam;nl:, * would eﬁ{;::t- i qﬂm;;lem social,

ution, snd & sweeping configoption of propert

:.Egg b ﬂ%ﬂmﬁd"pmifnﬁn‘fﬂ uivg&ng&l, Bahljar,pnng ;
Origga ; nor qould they imagine t while Mr. Dun-
das was giving them a glowing desoription of Indian
prosperity, the despatches o¢f the GovernowGene-
ral contained a minute and shocking pioture of the
gufferings of the people, from the vices of the Go-

ernment | But at this period, from the causes above
mentioned, India was already ceasing, and had almogt
gepsad to be an Bnglish political guestion, and as,
in Mr. Mill's words, “ministerial influence in Par-
liament can always get ministerial praises received
as artioles of belief, without any real grounds for
ity Mr, Dundas DLiterally managed to persusde the
nation that the financial state of India was a subject
not merely of rejoicing and ftrpumph, but even of
gstonishment, as affording a burplus revenue!l A
few years more threw:s new and tferrible light on
il::a condition of onr native fellow- ubjects. The
ml;'plqa revenne had turped out, ps Indian surplog.

Yoy o ol and Wilsen's History of Ludis, vole.v.viiyix, ¢ 2.
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revenune invariably does, a complete bubble, and 1t
graduslly transpired in England that our unhappy
provinces in India had been a scene of fiscal .ty-
ranny, of crime, and of suffering, unexampled in any
oivilised country since the decay of the. Roman em-
pire. Forced at length to 1nvestigate, the Honse of
Commons, in 1810, not only eorroborated the above
charges, but accused the Indian Gouvernment of con-
final misrepresentation ; ** whother the Zemindar or
the ryot weve the sufferer, the Government always
found something to commend, " \

Moanwhile, as if to balance the calamities of our
northersi Provinces, a mnew revenue system oualled
Ryotwar was idtroduced in the south, viz., & settle-
ment with individual cultivators on the ,basis of
assuming 50 per ¢ent. of the produce, in money, as
the due of the Goverument! fter some years’ ex-
perience of this system, its omginator had disgovered
that “ 1ts radical defect was our over-assessment,
which angmenta the public and reduces the private
property in the soil to such a degree as to involve
the necessity of ousting all between the Governmeng
and the oultivator. # .

This was indeed a radical defect; il was gimply,
the confiscation of all the lnudlords’ property in the
goil by foreign conguerors | Moreover, the Madras
Board of Revenue had accused the inventovs of this
gystem of *‘ignorantly denying, and by their denial
abolishing private property in land,” and though
 professing’ to limit their demand on each ﬁaf P
i "fact by establishing for smoh limit an unatiam.
sble maximufn, “assessing the ryot at discretion »
Finally, the 4blest administrator of the Ryotwar
gystem, Bir THomas Munro, had declargd-,thag
unless ihe asséggment were rednced from- 25 to
83 per cent., the land would go ount, of .-ﬁ}(in_ra.tiqn_
Nevertheless, in spite of all this, the .&{‘iﬁl‘l'ﬂmaﬁb
had but recently enforced the adophion ofithis Ryot.
war system, without any..reduction of the assessment,
When, nnder such cironmsfances, the House of Coms
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mons was once more oalled upon’ solemnly to judge
the Indian Government, snd to copfirm or alter a
system which had profuced so’ miweh pain and ruin,
and threatened to prodyce”’ do mush more,

1 pags over ju!i.iuial and other grievances for the
present, but with the above facts vegorded on offcial
sathority, the Houge of Qommons distussed the renew-
al of the 'Gharter in 1818. Hl:l_raél it was then ab
length time to do sopething 'for the natives ; time

smend s despotic Government evidently well adapt~

ed for conquest and aggrandisement, but for no-
thing elde ; time to revive the periodical statement of
Indian affairs, which nsed to draw public atsention
to-them almost every year; time to adopt the plan

recommendsd so long before by Warren Hastings,

and again urged by the: Marquis of Wellesley, to

ascertain and define the rights of property of every

degeription in land, pnd make such definition. The

nstivég of India were treated like so many cattle,

+ - ipitorest, their feelings, their hopes, and thajr
‘Sowsd v were ‘alike- forgdtten. The only thing the
House of @otnoidns was wail"i&fﬁfﬂr&ﬂ, abont was oer-

tain private, peounipry, Boglish intérests. The battle

of the Charter was fought o¥ver 'thé kdads of the

natives, by parties eager for their trade,’ bq\‘f o

eager to give a thought to the myrifﬂﬂa of human

beings who yielded its profit. The leaders in the

House of Commoneg, that is minigters intent on gecnr-

ing Parliamentary support, Directors and merchants,

greedy for private interests, at length strock theip
bargain,and having done the bost they conld for

themselves, and professed mnch concern for the
natives, they agreed on o fresh twenty years’ loase of
India, to the old irresponsible Government. :
. And now the “radical défect” was allowed bo
have full swing—the Honse of Commons had desided
that a system which *onsted all between the govern-
ment-and the cultivator,” and ! agsessed the ryot af
an unattainable maximnm,” ' might be ‘applied wié
impupity 60'the natives of India, and thé Rydtiar
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system fell with crushing effect on our goutbern
rovinees,

! The miscrable inhabitants of Madras endnted
this oppression until the year 1827, when Bir Thomas
Munro carried out, sa Governor, the reductions He
had rvecommended in 1807. And this reliei was
only obtained at last by the efforts of Sir Thomas
Munro and other private individmals, and the pres-
gure of puplic opinion, not by any acs of the House
of Qommons, which never interfered to protect the na-
tives, nor hanifested the ehghtest sympathy with their
gufferings, though it liad reserved to itself full power
fo superifitend and coptrol the Indian Governmendt.

In the year 1833 the necedsity for' renewing the
Charter once more bropght the whole question of
Indian administration under the comsideration of the
House of Commons. There had now been-half a
eentury’s experience of irregponsible Grovernment in
India, and agein the House of Gommons had the
opportunity of altering or confirming the normal
system of domfiscation which had comsigned Bengal
to roin in 1793, Madras in 1813, and which was be-
ginning to crush Bombay 1n 1833, v

Moreover, there wus now abpndant information,
which might have been accessible to the House of
Gommons, of the sufferings and claims of the nafives
ih othec respects, The frighttul evils of the judieial
gystemt had heen incesspnt]y recorded by official
anbhority “for pearly forty years—tihe npcessity of
constricting public works had been loudly proclaim-
ed—the trangit’ datied, now comjpleting the rdin’ of
the manufactirers and towns- of - India, had
been denounced as-‘ the curse of the country *—tHe
attempt to conduct all affairs by Huropesn agsncy,
and exclude the natives from every office which 1t
was possible to offer to an Enghshman, had been
confessed & notorions failyre—the destruction of the
native municipal institutions had been admitted te
be subversive of the security of person and property
‘dmong the people—the inhumanity and 1mpoloey of

v
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destroying the native territorial aristocraoy had been
strikingly exposed by Sir John Malcolm and others—
the iqunticai recomuiendation: of Warren Hastings
and the-Marquis of Wellesley, which I have already
mentioned, had now been endorsed by the greab
name:of L_J:-rd‘funiugs; and finally the most fatal
inatance of the operation of the #revenue sorew *
rzhht aver was kmown in [ndia, the famons Bundelkand
ase, was going on at this very time,—and what did

o Houge of Commons do? They met .the judicial
avils by the mockery of an additional member of
Qouncil at Caleutta; they met the necessity of
appointing the natives to high office, strongly insis-
beﬂpon by such men as Malcolm, Hlphinstone, and
Maunro, by the mockery of declaring their eligibility,
and leaving it to the Directors to carry out this
eligibility, who of course treated it with ubter
eontempt. "

: *Ilnn)ﬁni} they showed: as before; that the onl
- pte on Which they were really well informe

ﬁwt":lp. rivate, pecuniary, Hbglish interests,

There was stilk & rag of the Company’s trade to be
fonght for, and fhis fight the House of Commons
understood and sympsathised with, but beyond this.
they showed that they did, mot look upon their res-
ponsibility in legislating for so many millions of our
native fellow-subjects as being really serious, that
they were ready to vote aaything that suited the-
Ministry of the day in Indian affairs, and that the
performed this duty of deciding questions on: whici
the welfarse of India was to depend for another
twenty yeers, *"not merely with indifference to, buk
with feelings of impatience and disgust at,.” the-
whole subjach.

Of course, under sucl: circnmstances, not one of
the above grievances was redressed, or even discnssed
in earnest. As wretched mariners who apyproach
the harbour-light, only to be driven owt to sea again-
by the storm, the unfortnnate nabives only witnessed
renewsl of the Charter to have all .their hopes

by
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dma'ppumtad, and [ndia was agsain conmgnad toan
irresponsible Government for another- twenty years,
to uﬂndu o all the mal-administration I have descri.
bed, anf a great deal more-than I have-describéd.
And this * not mere: indifflerence to, but rather
feeling of impatience: and. disgust at,” everything.
which concerns the natives of Indm, is atill- the-
revailing sentiment in the House of Commons, It
16 still the coase that, as Mr. Macaulay has told us, an:
inquiry into a row st Covent Garden 'would ensure:
fuller benchea:in:the House than the most important
subjeot connected. with India. The debate of June,.
E’Ef}, was one signal instanve of it, and I will now"
give another. There never was a more " wicked: war'™
and a more wholly unjustitiable measure i:-!:.nm
our invasion of Affghanistan; it is difficalt ‘to-
peckon the numbor of millions whioh it has added;
immediately and by its consequences, to the debt ui
Iudia, and it was plunged into in spite of the most'
energetic remonstrances and warnings, and explana-
tions-of its impolicy, by all those who were compe--
tent to offer aa opinion: on the matter. Nevertheless,
Parliament hard?y made a pretence of calli
sccount bhe irresponsible Mmiat&r who said "Isd;
it, * and who coolly avowed years aftarwerds that 1#
was “ a folly if not a crime,” and the presén fation of
,8Blue-book, which Chptain Kaye has since gibbeted,
ag;the ‘grossest specimen. of ‘“official lying" that
ever insulted, a country, at once satisfied.the House of
@bmmouns,
. Nowj.as this case only came: out by accident, we:
gre-left to wonder how mamy millions have lg,aqn
gﬂdnﬂ:ta the debt of I'ndm, the **follies 1£ , nok.
orimes-” of our :maponamla {I:mstarm w.h!gh 8V
ot come ont ¥ and, what is still more impor ant;.
ﬁuw maﬂyfmﬁ be added Kereafter?. For every. irres-
onsible Minister knows: he:has. naﬂlm tofear fram:
arliament; and a8 the ultimate bnrghan of every
“folly if not a erime " falls onithe back.of the miser-
. &ble ryots, nobpdy oares and nohndy aamplama fa.
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any purpose in England. ‘
""" However, there is a time for all’ things, and this
systém of abusé has had its day ; and though T wounld
rather urge Teform on higher grounds than those of
mere half#%nta'rgaﬁ, I mast remark that in such a state
of the ‘Anauges and résdurces of India as those I have
described, something myist'be dode, and dore af once,
if we l’ﬂ.ua';: to avert a ‘catastrophe. There Ip'raggod
to beliave that the financial state of dur Indian em-
ire is réally much worse than the stndionsly myati.
ed snd maimed fingnoiasl report of 'the Blue-book
énables us fo prove ; bub even from the imperfect datn,
{grnished by the authorities, any ong may sée that a
orisis ia at length approaching, and that our present
system of Indian administration miust be l&aj‘ing to
gome fearful tragedy. I will therefors remind the
reader of a'fow of the reforms most urgently required
i’ the 'present 'system. 18f. 'The’ n%ol'irt.iqn of the
dhiaia “double' Government, ”* which, 'by enabling the
Hoine ‘guthoritiés to ‘evade responsibility,’ ensures
d ot aBuse';'dnd at the same time the aboli-
tion o :u'p"i'iqirgt-e ‘mondpoly of ph‘brﬁn'ﬁliﬂ belonging to
the’ najion’ '2nd. 'The 'abolitiol of that &ydtem of
minute recordation, which wasted ah endrmons hmvant
of time dnd money, clogs and infpedes’ évety pért of
he machinery of admipistration) redgces thé home
nthorjties under the power of a'bureadcracy, because
théy have not time to read shiploads of papers, and
after Bll, ‘never * Prevents] or did prevent, one wingls
act of injustics. Brd. " An uniform system of'dat-a-iﬁ:d.
Accouiits frdm every Présidency; instead of the pre-
gent dystem’of accounts; " made up in a way to
deceive'the' pubiic,”? 'by 'putting down 'different re-
teipts andcharges in the separate Presidenties, under
the same Heads ;'by sométimes omitting heavy charges
altogethet ;'anid 'generally ' omitting the ' detail of red
ceipts and ‘charges (so to leave it impossible to
find out'the cause “of their rise or dedlind, or 'theitd
fifture prospects); and by the mystifications noticed
’Ei pegs MOE* and' Appendix O. 4th: ‘The ‘giadual
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#Bolition (as recommended i Mr. Elphinistone(s
évidence, March 25th, 1830) of an extravagantly
paid and frequently inefficient * Covenanted Civil
Bervice,” by the admisfion of the natives fo all
appointments for which they are qualified. 5th. An
éguitable assessmévt of the land-tax, and a distingt
testrictiont of the Government demand fo a fm,lrs‘ .
barring the Government fiom ever pgain claiming the
property or #entt of land, 6th The éxpendifure
.the local Governyents of 5 per qedf. of the land-
revenue on pubhe works and education. 7tk The
restoration of thé' indigenons local eell-government,
gnd jrdiorsl arbyfrution system of the matives, Sth.
The regular publicafion of statjstical information,
and reports on mgttérd connected with cim1l admine-
tration, and the progress of cultivation and commerce
in India—if & word, a system of publieity iwstead
of & system of secrecy. 9th The centralisstion of
political, and deceitralisation of adminwsbrative
power in India,—At present we do the very raverse
of this : we allow a political power to the local Gov-
érnments, which enables them to involve us in =
Coorg war, a Khutputt case at Barbwdm, &o. &o.; and
we refuse them sufficient admimistrative power to
bmild a brrdge or s jetty. -
. With régard to this last reform, I mnst remind
e reader once more, that India is an eéwpire ag
arge as Europe, containing ancient kingdoms as
rgo, a8 France, Italy, or Austria, and peopled by
ﬂkﬂﬂ races of men, ¢1ffering not only in languages,
institutions, and characters, bat in the nature of their
soils and climates, and their consequent occcupations.
Therefore; & central Bareaucracy 1n Liondon, or evpl
at Caloutta, can no more pay due attention to the
local wants of the 150 millions of inhabitants spread
over our vast terrifories of India, than a Bureatioragy
at St. Petersburgh could understand or atfeénd to the
local wants of Geneva or Naples. '
I therefore propose to reform the Home Guvern-
ment by cutting away the Bureaucracy, and.substi;
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tating an efficient coyncil for the effete Hast Indis
Csmpany, and making the Indian Minister respon-
sible to Porlisment.

Less than this will not do; but this is mersly a
practical reform of proved causes of mal-administra-
tion ; it does not pretend to be s sudden cure for their
consaequences. 1 am afraid the old grievan ces of
India cannobbe cured in & day by sny legislative
enactment, nor if I conld get the same Parlimentary
representation for India that existed seventy years
ago, shonld 1 expect to see any inveterate grievance
Jmmediately redressed, For instance, supposing my
plan were adopted, and the Minister were compelled
o give a full annual communioation of Indian affairs,
then the way would probably be this: some friend
of India would go to & member of Parliament and
gay, ' When the Minister makes his statement, sece
what he says on a particular subject, and then ask
him suoh and such guestions, or state such and such
facts. ¥ 'Well, the member of Parlinment would play
'ﬂ&;ﬁnwaud;hhn officiel wan, haying had due notice;
would make s most satisfactory reply, and the Hounse,
who were bﬁginm{g te feel incomiortable, would be
glad to see the complaint so effectnally dispossed of,
However, uext session the complaint wonld muu-pf_unr,
with a complete exposure of any official fraud and
sophistry Ly which it had been met the year before,
with a larger array of facts in its support, with more
members knowing the circumstances of the case, with
the advantage perhaps of having appealed to the
press in the interval, and it appears by ooe of my
authorities that the “Times ”* has shown its readi:
1e88 to open its columns to any well authenticated
case nf Indian grievance ; and let wny one imagihe
this going on, not for one or two, but for five, or aix,
or seven years, with a heavier waight of proof thrown
into the discussion every year, and the ripple gra-
dually widenning and cireling round the public, and
then say whether it 18 not probable that, nnder such
circumstances, an Indian grievauce would- be, redres~
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gad in a few years,

But it would be a new life for India to have the
chance of getting a grievance redressed in a few
yeara ! TUnder tﬁaa present system every evil prin-
ciple of administration isallowed to work itself fairly
out, and exhaust all the poison in ita nature, before
there is any chanye, so that when at last necessity
enforces a change, the wmischief done is irreparable.
And meanwhile, it 18 utterly uselesa to appeal to the
Bareancracy, for the u-t-muu‘fhat-a of office seems to
harden their hearts and render their sainds, callous
to impressions from without, till it changes their
very nature ; a8 certain springs lLave the property of
petrifyin ihih of wood that fall into their water.

I emphatically repeat that no reform is more
urgently required than this one of giving by word
of mouth a perjodioal supply of information on all
subjects connevted with our Hastern policy. to the:
House of Commons [Let the Miniater be compelled
to give an account of his stewardship, to give a
detailed statement of Indinn afairs onece a year, and
members of Parlinment wonld again become compatent
to discuss the snbject, and agamn they wounld discuss
it, again the Govornment wonld become responsible,
and the grievances of the natives would be redressed,
simply becaunse men were informed of them. -

fwi]‘.l appeal to human nature and o our every-
day experience for proof of what Isay. Why have
L written this book—why have I spoken warmly
(perhaps too warmly, but my heart has burned with-
in me tosee the injury to India and the peril #o
England)—why have I taken so much trouble about
this question.? . becayse I was informed of the facts
and other men were hot, And in moral qualities
have always obeeryed that the mass of manind were
exactly like mysealf, neither better nor worsa, _ 1 have
always seen that any gruBs oubrage LN common fenge
and justice, particularly againsy their own intereats,
shocked other men just as 1t did me, whan they found
it out. And thoughit may plesse_ cerfasn movelists
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to describe us as purely selfish beings, that is ot &
true portrait of huwan nature ; thereisa divine spark
st the bottom of every man’s beart which will leap
juto life whon it 18 properly appealed to; and it is
appesled to, every, day, mangP ns, in private and in
public, in the press and the Parliament, and in no
country is it more prompt to answer the appeal
Whatis the differerce between a mewber of Par-
liamenti who shows.* not merely :indifference to, bub
feslings of impatience snd disgust at,” the per-
formance of a sacred duty to India, snd wyseli? It
is that he has not information and I have, Give
him information and he will be as warm for justice
to India as I am, for our nature is exactly the same.
¢ (Moreover look at our daily experience. What is
the Parliment, and the press, and the system which
-draws such & degree of popular revercnce and attach-
ment to our inshitutions, as ensared Bweebt ealm in
BEngland, when @ hurricane paged over the rest of
Horops ?+ Ayelit made owr isle a charmed apot whers
thie-dbmron of revolutions could not set his foot ; and,
; dowrdscds visible respoect for the law in this nation
which ! dstondshed the foreigners who visited our
Exhibition, more than' anything else they saw. What
is all this but & 'system of:. ra.prnaantatiﬂn? of repra-,
senting to the Legislature the wants; and .wishesy
and claims, and grievances of the people ? of inform-
ing the Liegislature what they feel, and suffer, and
hope from i1ts sympathy, or expect from its justice ?
And this systom is so loved by the people, and so
universally admired and envied by foreigners,
because it gives the people a gnarantse that the
shall be governed by equal laws, and that their
grievances shall be redressed, Not that it prevents
grievances | no system ever did, or could, or ever
will do so. ,
But now see the crnel injustice we are doing ta
India! We do not find it too much for ourselves tg.
have a Parhament silting for months every year, ta
gorrect and oxtend .our legislation and suif. 1t to.ong
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#aocial changes; to have besides the most perfect
representation of all our complaints sand desire 1%
the press which it is possible to counceive; and with
all this to watch wigilantly the responsibility of
every depositary of power smongst us, as our oply
security against official ¢yranny, neglect, incompet-
ency, and plunder; and, after all, we prove many
serious grievances, snd the reader of the public
journals for the last yearsalone is familiar with much
deserved blame of every department of our Adminis-
tration, of the Foreign Office, the Colonial Office, the
Horse Guards, the Admiralty, tlre Customs, &e.

Can we then affect to believe that a sham inquity
once in twenty years, with almost total neglect in
the interval, is sufficient to redress the grievances of
India ? Can we pretend to think that the, despotic
administration of 150 millions of men, conducted at
a distance of many thonsand miles awsy from us, by
a few hundred foreigners, having little intercourse
with the natives ang no permsnent stake in their
country, and directed by irresponsible home autho-
rities, who betray the utmost anxiety to concesl the
truth from the public, can we pretend fo think
that such an Administration has done or is ﬂ.oing
justice to the people of India, without being checke
by a particle of anything like political representar
tion ? Wonld not manya man who had studied history
¢r human nature, divine all the injury to the natives
which I have desgribed, from merely knowing the
gonditions of our irresponsible Indian Government ?
1. ‘Jset the reader conceive any one Engliah guestion
—psiliamentary, reform, legal reform, free trade,
any one of them—being turned over to the Ministry
of the day and their successors for twenty years, to
give or withhold,abt their pleasure, without hestipg
one word of explanation, or remonstrance, or informn-
tion, of our interest in the matter, .and our sufferings
for want of .a legislative remedy. Would not this
seam monstrous in our own case? Why then do we
pascrupulously apply it to India ? Why do we treat,
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not one, but all, of her vital questions and dearest
interests in & manner which sesms monstrous when
appled to ourselves ?

Oh, my countrymen ! do not continue this inhaman
gystem, Do nob assigi India to an unfeeling des-~
potism for another term of years, and coldly tell her
“abi in pace,” as the Inguisition wused to say in
sending its victims back to the tortaure, when you
know it must lead to ¢ruel neglect and mal-adminis-
tration. It is only by an uoheardof abuse, repugnant
alike to our prinniflan, and onstoms, and institntions,
and to all our BEnghsh notions of what 1s right, that
this Indian Government has become irrespomsible;
and Bngland is exposed to great and increasing
peril while it is allowed to ramain so.

I shall be met, I know, by the old argument that
the Legislature cannot make any change because
Indian reformers do not agree among themselves
upon what uu%ht to be done. But is this argument
really serious ? Why men mnst have remained savages
@ver #ince the creation of the world, if nothing had
@vér been done till all men were agreed upon what
ought to be ‘done. I'He argunentis as much as to
eay there shall be nd progress until a condilion is
complied with, which is mnotoriomsly: impossible,
Besides, I apprehend that it is not merely the fano-
tion of legislatora to redress grievances, bub their
duly to find out the means of doing so. There is nos
the same obligation on a private person who proves
the grievance; he is only one of the patients; a
legislator is the state physician ; and if it is not the
business of members of Parliament to know and apply
the proper cure for political grievances, then what is
their business? Conceive the doctor of a consump-
tive huspital telling his patients, “My poor friends,
one of you thinks one thing would be good for hias
case, and another fancies something elsey now I
know how to cure your disease, because 1t 18 m
profession to understand 1t, and therefore do I hol
the honourable appointment of your medical man

-
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mevertheless as your own opinions about-your treat-
ment differ, 1 beg you will exonse me from giving
you sny prescription at all.’”” Bhould we not think
that a doctor who held thie language had gone oumb
of his mind ? Yet it is just the same thing for our
legislators to say they cannot make auy change
because Indian reformers do not agree about what
ought to be done. '
After all, if Indian reformers do not agree abount
the remedy, they all agree about abuse of the Indian

' Government, viz., its want of Parliamentary respon-

sibility. BEvery independent writer on Indis, for the
last Afty years, has emplatically denounced this
abuse, and therefore it is the duty of the Legislature
to find a remedy for it, [f members of Parliament
cannot fulfil this duty, they are not fit for the digni-
fied positions they occupy; if they will not fulfil it,
their refusal will lead to fatal results in India, lung
before another Charter is over. This is the opinion
of every eminent man of long experience in that
country, whom I have had the honour to know, and
it is worth the serious consideration of the British
public,

And now I have done whatI could to assist &
righteous cause ; and in this orisis of the Charter,
when the future destiny of England is depending
upon her choice of a policy towards her Hastern
Empire, I expect that you too, reader, will do youar
ddty—and may the Almighty Disposer of events, who
has Witherto signally protected and blessed us . . .
aye! has He not blessed us? are nob the signs
of His favonr vimble on every side ? is it not written
on our Hounses of Parliameunt, and our Protestant
churches ? on thé glories of our literature, and arts;
and sciences ? oli the triumphs of our indnstry and
invention? on the very book of an Englishman ?
and is it not an nograteful retarn for His boanty to
abuse that power over 150 mullions of our fellow
creatures which He has given us in the Nast? may
it not provoke Him t¢ punish an ungratoful race,
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and to cnt off the inheritance of His blessings from:
the sons of those who turn His benefits aigainst Him ?
..... yot now, while the fate of two Empires 18
trembhng in the balance, eved ftow mp His merny
once more lightep wpon fs, and may ]Elg inspire tha
Great Comnoil of the nation to frame suwch a legisla-
tive meastre, sg, shall give justice to India; and
thoreby secure the safety and honour of England !
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Assteact of the Expenditure on Public Works in
Bengal and the North-West Pm?mcas, fof the ten

yoaars andmg
Book printe
August 1, 1851,

1848-40, as contained in the Blue
by order of the House of {]um‘mnna,

Ecv‘ﬁsn&hnu '.hpe:; Ry

¥ 1
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and works of ircigation . 4,768,804 488,895 | 45,192,280
Total for ronds, bridges,
eannly, embalmen ta, and
wo:ku of Lingation 5 a,085,887 BS4T, 408 114,040,705
On fegalis wnd conatruckion '
of olvil bwldings : 631,645 8,320,425 3-””-55’2
Lotal expenditure by amonnk by
stated jn tlie Blae Book . | 6,725,008 | 11,876,893 | 18,602, 856
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With the above statement before Him, Ief the-
reader remember the proofs given in. the Madras:
Engineer’s lettgr, that public workein India produce
more wealth both to:the Government and the people
thaa any gold mine hag been known: to- prodaces

APPENDIX B:

LAND REVENUR

Tr is dificult to draw any conclusion as to the:
resources of the people from the prodoce of the land
tax, ns the receipts are continually swelled: by lapses:
and resumptions, which aungroent the temporary
revenue by weeding ont the capitalists among the:
landowners; and by ampexations, which are often
(mot & gaim tut & loss to the general treasury;
\;fmh instance; p. 468, per. 565, 68, states that
] aly, tecsntly anvezed, is a loss to- the finances
?f the state; thongh a Euin'to the: land' revenus of
nearly 20 Iaca! It reégunies-therefore aknowledge of
the particular items of tHis branch of revenne to
draw any cerbain‘contlasiod from it, amnd these pare
ticulars are not given in any public document. I
will however state some general resnlts; and add a
few commeuts upon thems

Bengal—The four years- ending 1849-50, in coms
parson with the four years ending 1845-8,
exhibit an average annual falling off in the-
Inst four years of Ra, 8,47,816.

Agra.—(01d territory, excluding the Sutlej annexa-
tions.) The four years énding 1849-50, in comw
parison with the four years ending 1845-,.
exhibit an average annnal falling off in the-
last four years of Ra. 3;25;143.

;!ambﬂy.-."ThB four years ending 1849-50, in ¢
parison with the four years ending ,IMO%;

e ——— .

¥
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exhibit an average annual falling®  in the last
four years of Rs. 1,47,285.

Madras.—The four years ending 1840-50, in ¢ ari-
son with the four years endiny 1845.6, o::gihit
an annual increasef in the last four years of
Rs. 24;21,308.

SALT REVENUE.

The Blue Book'states, pp. 464—458, paras, 20, 21,
25, 26, 27, that owing to-the large importativn of salt
since the reduction of the duby, the receipts of the
Governmént salt monopoly.ave rapidly daﬂEin&u g, and
it estimates the aversge anntal decreased receipti at
28 lace im Bengal, 2 lacs in Madras, and. 2 lacs in
Bombay. W .
CUBTOMS REVENUE

These receipts exhibit & falling off ot one Presi-
dency, from the abolition of the transit duties, and »
still larger incresse in others from the progressive

v *1 have deduocted the inorcosed revenne obarges, p. 461, par, 10,
beocanss the Ulne Book misstabes the oase & to Inorenss of thess revenne
sharges. The faot ie, bhnt “‘ovste of oollection " have pgen Mrﬂpﬁq-j.p
#ha receipts of the Bombay land rovents of labe years, :[,!.Llﬂh warg nob
praviously included ia them. 1618 auother prool of thé wakt of desdiled.
icema of reesipta wud chargesy Lok 6 Uit
+ The Blnp Book sbutes, p, 458, per. 18; that a porbion of thiniinoréade
ia n got-off agmnet & loss of 28 lnu’n, by the repeal of bhe ““trankb dotiss,"”
whilch mkt ba the cans, s thess docles were far more ingumtorial pnd

tive ofsipdustry o Mhdras than nng:uhqbn elsg. However,.on

vking apphdation to jhe [ndis House,. fo know bhe partioulnts of the
h;ﬂ inarense; | rackivedl informabion:® thet greabir part of 15 wis.
due to Inpses and resomptisas,, quite ndopendont of dhe cxdinary Jpgpd
revenue of the Presidéncy. It is therefore impossible to srrive st any
egrtain inanoial mn;hm'ﬁ hlﬁm ﬁ:‘! lﬁ:’hlihed lmmu:h of the I-,nd;lbn:
and it will full odlare of Lhe receipts prEep b show
the prospects of the i Hxchegber, and F.;Elnl.ﬁmw

F e » -, - .?.:: ar.ll d g &

i d r) R T

% The cheapening of fhis necessary of life i d'ilu',u'hl;'ﬁ!n to the
bealth of the people, whateVer loss it‘may be l&.ﬂ;:P Govirdment ; and
avemnow, the uatives, who lLive far more on wvegetable dist than
Ruropesns, do suffer soyerely fo the lotetior of she couniry from the
high prive of galt,
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two evén ratiordl motives, that is, either the pressura
4§t those private interests which seek for employment
and promotion ; or else the 'old policy of statesmen,
as old as the fime of Pericles, of plunging into &
war fo hide the eémbarrassment of 'their, accodrts
‘by war charges. If‘this last métive be'the true one,
the Burmese war-will be a dear way of passing the
Indian acoounts, for 1t is likely to prove quite as
expensive as the last wapr, which in two years
added thirtesn millions and a half to the debt ;¥ and
it will end as usuasl by annexation, and leave us
with the certainty of futmre hostilities, aggrandise-
ment, and debt on a new and very a;r.pasag Irontier,
Whete we have already sown the seeds of another
war by our differences with Biam in 1850, The
same system is pursued on the other side of India.
Before the Affghanistan war the highest authorities
opposed 1t,+ but m vain. Before the Caunbul disas-
M5r it wad pointed onf, not only privately to the
¢ { /ministry, but to the nahun,ih that we possessed an
impreghable frontier on the morth-west, in the
lite #rom Levdienal to the sea; bt in vain, The
system prevailed, the lime was passed, graduoslly
Scinde, the Sutlej tertitoried, wnd the Punjaub were
annexed, and thns sinbe 1839 4botit sixtesn millin
and a half were added 'to the debt§ eboud 4100,
men to the standing svmy,|| with ‘s correspondin
imecrease in the export of stores,v the ﬂsnﬁp weigh
ot home and abroad,** the charges for the navy, &o,,+t
and-at the present day the Indian prese cries out,
that the Governor-General can only be waiting for
the conclusion of the Burmese war, to commence
offendive operations against the ARghans, Under
these circumstances, I devive no consolation from the
* Blae Took, 1852, p 485, par. 102 4 Kay's Affghamstangvol, 5, p. 808,

¥ Aroeledan bbe ** [ndian News of Oob, 1841 i .
ern (niemmn," +oR " tlie Norths Wekk

i Blur Huok, p. 335, par, 106. || Ib, 408, 4d. g 1b. 276, 370, ,

* Ib. ﬁ?ﬂ, *EE, "aﬂ' P.lr_ 450 ll:j ﬂ-nd ng ROCODEE iﬂ th! Blﬂ.ﬂ Mﬂ:
be pensiing to superannusbed oatve soldiprs.) + Ib, P 430, T3, 474 to

LF-.?- - in JRHRL
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- srganment I often- hear, that the debt of India ia little
more than two years’ income; and good management
would soon raise the revenues.of the country so enor-
mounsly that the debt would: cease to be formidable,
Eet me suggest to the reader a- paralled. case in
private-life. Buppose s partioular individoal was
on the road to ruin, and all advice; information, and
remenstrance were thrown: away upon him, although
hia failure would involve the reader’s. fortune, would
it'console the reader to be-told that if this individual
only understood his 'business, and would manage it
prudentlyy -he: need no$ become  bankrupt? Igam
Japolined to think not; yeb itis precisely the. same
oagewith the irresponsible -administration: of India
The permanent.resonrces-of the-emypire are- wholly
wnable to meet the charge of the- preseni debt; and
yet the Government does not develope- the sountry’s
means of production, but trusés to a:merely gambling
illicit source of income,. for one-fifth of its gross
revenue; in spife of the great probability of seeing it
snddenly ont off. At the same-time as the Govern-
ment gets credit becanse - Eugland is- the real secur-
ity for Indian loans, it makes up any deficit by
borrowing more. capital; and perseveres in ‘the
policy of aggrandisement, which canses a progressive
increase of the debt. Of course, I canudbrtell“how
ﬁn)f such a system may go-on, but suybody cen tell:
‘Hoi it must end.. .

. a5 - KPPENDIX O .
' Ir Happens, by an exception t6 the ruld, that-the:
congueror-ob Binde has fallen outwith the Courtof
Directors, and withont noticing the cause of their -
- qudrrely the ‘revenge<ot the - Bureswcraoy is- dbtie-
thing so pecunliar and: sor characteristic of the classy
that I must direct public: attentiomdo ite-- o 0 . .
; Beoaunse:Bir Charles Napieri# a‘foe, every charge
. ingurred by annexing ‘S#indsiisbrought prominently
forward, and" T think' withi exaggeration, and. the
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financial result of his annexation is exhibited as a
heavy annual excesa of charge on the Indian revenue.
Becanse Lords Hardinge and Dalhousie are friends,
the bulk of the chargesingurred by their snnexations,
are literally altogether suppressed, the receipta ara
put prominently forward, and the nanocial result of
annexing the Punjaub 1s exhibited as a surplus,
For ingtance, p. 467, the followwng six items, military
charges, extraordinary military charges, ditto war
charges, commissariat charges, extraordinary mili-
'tary charges, arrears of commissariat, &o., ave oredite
ed dgsinst Scinde, sinoce the dAate of annexation,
amounting in ronnd numbers to the sum of three
millions sterling  On the opposite page not one of
these items is inserted in the Punjnug accounts, and
80 completely 14 every charge for the Punjaub force
suppressed, that we could not even trace 1ts existence
withont ransacking the Blue Book, till we find s
¢ distribution return,” p, 410, which lets out that,
. besides local and irregular oorps, there are 34,000
| xegular tm]:g w the Punjaub, imludidng fﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ
. ans§, Again, p. 448, Seinde is goonsed of haye
“ing 8dded hesyily.to.the debt, whiok: is proved, p. 446,
by the increase of the .intgrest of the debt Bk
porary with the annexation of Soinde. Batbythe :
rale, when I find at p, 479, g enOnMOus; +inoTes ﬁ‘ |
the wterest of the dgbt contemporary . wi m ‘Alle
nexations of Lords Hardinge and Dalhousie, I feel
bound to accuse these annexations of having‘[ been
a much greater annual excess of charge on the Indian
revenues than the atinexation of Sir Charles Napier,
notwithstanding that « things are made ploagant **
for Liord Dalhousip at P« 466, by proving the Punjaub
& surplns !
The above is an ayerage specimen of the honesty
of Indian Bine Books, gn lesa the public a
with Hudibras, that > 0 * i s
L “ bprely the pleasure is ns .
Ao being cheated ssto oheat,"
I hape they will not tolerate the By stent of m;iti;-
Roation any longer. - - -
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3 Ox Saturday, the 12th of March, s Meeting of the
Friends of Indis was held in Charles Btreet,
gt. James’s Square, with a view of bringing public
opinion to bear on the Imperial Parliasment in the
case of India 80 a8 to obtsin dus attention to the
complaints and claims of the inhabitants of that vast
, empire. H.D. Seymour, Esq, M. P., having been
oalled to the chair, the following Resolutions were
agreed to by the Meeting :—
1. That the charaoter of the alterations to be
effected in the constitution of our Indian Government
_at the fermination of the Hast India Company’s
‘Ohisrter Act, on the 80th of April, 1854, is a ques«
tion which demands the most ample and serious con-
sideration,
2. That although Committees of both House of
Parliament have been appointed, in conformity with
e the practies on each preceding renewal of the Char-
ter Act, for the purpose of investigating the nature
and the results of onr Indian Administration, thess
(Qommittees have been appointed on the present
ogoasion at a period so muuliz later than usunal, that
the interval uftima remaining before the expiration
! of the existing powers of the Hast India Company-is
too short to permit the possibility of collecting Bﬂgh
.evidence as would show what alterations are requir-
ol Segn) Jonr Indian Government.
oA yh!t the inquiry now being prosecuted by
o tegs of the Legislature will be altogether
s Fﬁ } “11%‘} if it be confined to the evidence of
¢ © “offieinls of.gervants.of the Hast India Company,
" amd condugted and terminated without reference to
‘%' "the petitions,and wishes of the more intelligent.of
.the natives of India. =~ * . o dodk 74
¥ < 1d, Thatdt ip the duty of the friends of Indis to
" dngit npon a temporary Aot to continge the ‘present
+  Gavernment of India for a period not a;maﬂnf thres’
/., ¥eers,so that time may be-given for such‘full inquiry
| aud deliberation as will enable Parliament within that

‘l-\. e
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period to legislate Ipermnnenﬂjr for the future ads:-

manistration of our

ndian Empire.

5. Thatn order to obtain such a messure, this
Meeting vonstitutes itself an ¢ India Reform BSo-
ciety,”” and names the undermentioned genflemen ag

a Qownmittes

T. Bawre, Hag., M. P,
d. Beuy, fﬂ‘rsq, MP.
W. Bicos, Beg , M.P.
J.F.B. BracgerT, Esq. M.I
G. Bowyee, Esq., M.P,
Ji Brisar, Esg., M.P.
F. C. Browx, Esq
H. A. Brooz, Bag, M. P,
Ligoz.-Con J. M. Cave-
pieLD, M. P.
J. Coprrean, Hag , M.P.
W. H. Orargs, Hag,
J Croor, Esq, M.P.
I I TOKINBON, .!Im: , Hag.
i G‘. FI.ELD]H’. Eﬂq-, HJF:
Lipor.-Gexw, S J. T
Frrzarraun K.0.B.,, M.P,
W.R. 8, Frrzeeratp, Heg,,
M P.
M. Yorsrrr, Esq.
G aroweR, lsg, M P,
ar, How. T.M. Grusox,

VigcotNr Goperiom M.P.
* H aprrsrp, Esq , M.P,

i ! Hsq.,

L. Heyworra, Esq.,, M.P,

C. Hivower, Eug , M.P,
T. Howt, Esq.

B. J. Horomins, Esq., M.P..

P. F. & Joswsross, Eeq.

M. Lewrxn, Eag,

I'. Locas, Eaqg , M.P. v

T. MoCunLasu, Eag.

E. Miauy, Esq, M.P.

G E. Moose, Bsq., M P;

B. Ourveira, Esq , M.P.

A. J. Orway, Eeg y M.P,

G. M, W. Pracoces, Heq,.
M.P.

Argrey PernukrT; K
M.P: ™t -

J. Picgiworow, Beg.,, M.P,

J. @&, Pamnidore, Hegy,

MP. b :
T Pirnww, Beqs MPs i,
H. Ryevey Bsgqh 0 b -'_r.""
W. Somoravrsnp, Beg. M,P.:
H. D. Seymovr, Bsq., M.P,,
W. D. Suyuoory Bsq, M.P..
J. B. Buire, Esg, M.P.

"'J. Buntrvas, Kag

G-Tromesox, Beg, M.P..»
F. Wainsexs, Bag. .
J, A. Wiss, Heq,, M.P.

1% {1’,1 orrespendence on’ all matters connected with ther

© Hociety to e addressed to the Hon. Becretary, by- .
hom snbscriptions will be received in aid of 1ts object,
JOHN DIOKINSON, Jun., Hon.860s 4.4 |

e "ty

April 19th, 1858,

W Rbsuis, Clsrence Uhambers, 12, (luymaikote.
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