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CHAPTER 1 ’
MALAYA—THE LAND
i

SEVEN times the Malay Peninsula has played a notable part on
the world's stage. About foco B,c. it was a bridge down which
the ancestors of the Australian aborigine and of the Papuan
made their way to the narrow waters they crossed one after
another to their present homes. About 2000 B.c. the ancestors
of the Malays descended its rivers on their trek from Yunnan
to Sumatra and Java and beyond. Then, when India and China
had built ships for the high seas, a Malay Buddhist empire,
8ri Vijaya, maintained a footing in the north of the peninsula
to command the Straits of Malacca, as it maintained a footing
in Palembang to command the Sunda Straits, For five centuries
the fleets of its Maharaja intercepted ships faring between India
and China to levy tribute and toll, as afterwards the fleets of
Portuguese and Dutch monopolists were to do. In the fourteenth
century Sri Vijaya and its colonies fell before the attacks of
Majapahit, Java's last Hindu empire, and one of its fugitive
rinces founded about 1403 the port kingdom of Malacca to be
or a hundred years a Malay world market. In addition (a
happening even more momentous) Malacca became a centre
from which Indian and Arab missionaries carried the religion
of Muhammad to the islands of the archipelago.

Then came the European. In 1511 d'Albuquerque captured
Malacca to be Portugal’s base for trade with the Spice Islands
and the Far East, From Portugal it was wrested in 1641 by the
Dutch, who, having settled at Batavia to command the Sunda
Straits, wanted, like Sri Vijaya, to dominate the Straits of
Malacea also, the more effectively to hold the East and West in
fee, Under Dutch rule Malacca, after nearly two and a half
centuries of greatness, was eclipsed by Batavia, and when in
the nineteenth century it was transferred to Great Britain, the

7



8 MALAYA AND ITS HISTORY

increased draught of East Indiamen had already made it & less
‘conivenient port of call than Raffles’ “political child” Singapore,
where the introduction of free trade furnished modern Asia
“with a pew pattern of commerce and government. A century
‘later the demand of the motor industry for tin and rubber
lifted Singapore into one of the world’s ten greatest ports, In
~ 1941 the capture of that key to the Pacific by the Japanese saw
the defence of Netherlands India collapse like a house of cards,
‘@nd exposed India and Australia to menace.

. - B0 much we know of Malaya’s past and more, although |
Muslim fanaticism destroyed nearly all the vestiges of its.

" Hindu period and British engineers blasted the fourteenth-
céntury ' monument to Majapahit's conquest of BSingapore,

blew up Malacca’s mediaeval Portuguese fortress and used
'thnd bricks of a Dutch fort in Lower Perak to make
roads.

Wave after wave of early migrants visited the Malay
peninsula and aborigines stayed behind on its mountains,
although it was not till the Christian era that states emerged
into history, already called after rivers with Malay names or

"‘bearing Sanskrit names introduced by sparse Indian colonists,
For the whole peninsula there was until the nineteenth century
no comimon label, rivers giving their separate names to those

- -sections of the limitless forest into which they cut the only

openings. By Malays it came to be termed “Malay land”

(tanah Mélayu), though parts of Sumatra and Borneo are also

. “Malay land”. The continent of Europe till calls the ¢oun
<the Peninsula of Malacca, But it was the British whose roazli

firat pierced the great forest and joined river states, and it was
left for the British to invent a suitablé name for the whole

. peninsula. When and by whom that name, Malaya, was in-

- vented? It occurs in Mendes Pinto (;ggg}, in Leyden’s Dirge

of the Departed Year, writtén in 1806, and again in Capt:i\

. Sherard Osborn’s pleasant book on Quedak, which was published

- in London in 1857 but written as a diary when he was a mid-
~shipman in Malayan waters; ° '

A It ‘was, however, not till the pre.?éeﬂt century tix'at'l:lie name -

~became popular. British Malaya it is sometimes amplified, to

 distinguish between British and Siamese Malaya. But as their




MALAYA—THE LAND g

states are %‘mtectoratoa and not colonies, the Malays resent the
adjective, bitterly since a Union was mooted. And apart from
the euphonious Malaya, the peninsula has been singularly
unfortunate in names of British invention: Prince of Wales’
Island for a settlement never called by any name but Pening;
Straits Settlements, an unromantic description for the Colony
with a penal nuance; Malayan Union, a term reminiscent
poor-houses and primers on political science, “Malaya” ths
péninsula is called by all races, and, whatever its official desig-
n&tianm.?ybe,M ya it will remain, Malaya fits the new
gountry of tin and rubber with its upstart federal arms with
metal on metal, a solecism anathema to the College of Heralds
but it fits also the country of Swettenham's Real Malay and
Hlﬁ Clifford's Brown Humanity and George Maxwell's In
Malay Forests, the countty of palm and mangrove and tawny
rivers,

i

That part of Malaya which falls within the British sphere
is a little larger than England without Wales. Hardly a quarter
of the area has been hacked out of the sea of forest. The species
of trees exceed in number all those of India and Burma, and
flowering plants and ferns amount to more than gooo,

There are three kinds of forest. Above zoco feet is one of
low trees, lichens, mosses, ferns, liverworts and orchids. Below
that height is another type with the vegetation most charac-
teristic of the country, ranging from trees 150 to 200 feet tall
down to a dense undergrowth of palms, tree-ferns and her-
baceous plants. Along the coast the forest changes again.
Wherever there are sandy spits or rocky soil, the graceful
casuarina flourishes, and wherever there are mud-flate, mile
upon mile of mangrove trees straddle the ooze.

Mountains and rivers are big for the size of the country.
The highest mountain, Gunong Tahan, which lies on the
northern frontier of Pahang, rises to 7184 feet, and the next
highest (7160 feet) is one of the granite peaks of the main range,
named by the Indonesian Sakai Korbu, meaning “Mountain
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~—though modern Malays and map-makers have corrupted it

- into Kerbau—“Buffalo”. For, excepting a large area of fresh-
water swamps, each type of soil covered by the different kinds
of forest has supported different races. Like their kinsmen the
Igorots of Luzon and the Bataks of Sumatra, the Sakai have
felled clearings on mountain slopes, and the higher the aita?
the healthier and more intelligent the tribe. On the level lan

. the Malays are to be found: attracted by the rice-plains of the
north, and, since commerce visited their shores, by the jungle
produce, resin, guttapercha, rattans, and by tin and gold, they
used for their highways the rivers, the Kelantan, the -
ganu, the Pahang, the Johore, the Selangor, the Perak,
Kedah, all of which have given their names to Malay states.
Finally, along the coastal belt and at the estuaries settled the
Malay sea-gipsies, fishermen and, with the coming of Indian
commerce, pirates, whose ancestors, for example, formed an
element in the population of Sri Vijaya and of mediaeval

acca.

But country broken into small valleys afforded little promise
of livelihood for an agricultural people in days before inter«
oational commerce opened markets for metals and jungle
preduce, When they descended from the continent ofj ;ﬁa,
Malays had already learnt to irrigate rice-fields; so at the wide
plains of northern Malaya, Perlis, Kedah and Kelantan, a wave
of Malay agriculturists halted, There in the north a large Malay

. population collected, leaving the more southerly part of the

_peninsula to nomad aborigines and Malay sea-gipsies until in

mediaeval times it, too, was developed by the aforesaid sea-
‘tribes, by Minangkabaus who colonized Negri Sembilan and

; hyﬂfls-wl:_m colonized Selangor.

i JLike evegmtm ical country, Malaya is always green and
lways beautiful, tEu'u not perhaps as beautiful as Ceylon or
Java or as varied in its landscape as Indo-China. But, except in

' valleys ‘where rice-fields have been cut out of the jungle, as, for

. lexample, in Kedah, Perlis and Kelantan, in Malacca and Negri

L

» Bembilan, it is only from some mountain height that the visitor

k::'i_gqt free of the enclosing forest and rubber estates and
onfront landscape in perspective, | ;
. Few nowadays get the chance to travel by Malayan rivers,
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past avenues of trees of all shades, hung with veils of smoky-
grey or orange-flowered creepers, past clumps of feathery
bamboo and white-leaved bushes and plants with crimson
tassels or rosemadder fringes. Fewer still know the fairy beauty
of the islands off the east coast or of the Langkawis that from
the Peak at Penang can be descried far off in a setting of cloud:
chased peacock sea. Across the harbour of Penang towers
Kedah Peak, purple at sunrise above the willow-green shoots
or golden of rice-fields. Penang, beyond dispute, is one
of the world's fairest spots. '

Seldom in a sea of forest does the wayfarer light on elephant
ot tiger or rhinoceros or the wild bison or deer or many of the
6go af:ﬁas of birds. In the jungle of Pahang and Johore is a
huge bearded pig, but even hunters have encountered them-so
séldom that it was a moot point whether they had not been
imported in the last 5o years, until at last their skeletal remains
weré unearthed among the prehistoric litter of a Kelantan cave,
Crocodiles one may see in every river, nor are iguanas or
monkéys shy. Once in a lifetime, if the fates are kind, the
traveller may catch a glimpse of a pack of the red fox-like wild
dogs in hot chase across a clearing, or surprise a baby tapir at
his bath. There are over 130 varieties of snakes, and some 8oo
butterflies and 200 dragon-flies. The fauna of the mountains
is closely related to that of the Himalayan ranges, but, curiously
enough, there are affinities between the birds and insects of
Malaya and West Africa.

It is a pity that Malaya was a terra incognita to the Victorian
lady who wrote to a friend in 1841, “When I say romantic, I
mean damp.” On 27 December, 1926, there fell at Kemaman
in Trengganu 154 inches of rain, and Trengganu's total rainfall
for the month was 76.54 inches. In the same month the .Perak
Rivet rose 38} feet at Kuala Kangsar and the Pahang River
over 6o feet at Temerloh, That year was abnormal, Ordinarily
the annual rainfall varies between go inches in the driest
locality and 259 inches in the mountains. During December
and January the east coast of Malaya is swept by the north-east
monscon blowing across the China Sea. From May to October,
tempered by Sumatra’s mountains, the south-west monsoon
prevails, To get an idea of the temperature it is only necessary
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to visit the palm-house at Kew, In the hottest spot on the plains
the mean daily maximum is about ¢5°F. in the de;
on the highest mountains night has seen it fall to less than
half that. The early mornings are delightful and the nights

tolerable,



CHAPTER II
THE PEOPLES
ABORIGINES

THE most primitive race extant in south-gast Asia and the
Malay archipelago is that of the dwarf Negritos, called §
in Kedah and Perak, and Pangan in Kelantan, These little blac
woolly-headed nomads are related to the Aetas of the Philip~
pines and the Mincopies of the Andaman Islands, In Malaya
there are only 3000 of them, living on jungle fruits, roots and
wild game. Their weapon is the bow and arrow, but they have
borrowed the b[aw-g:pc of the Sakai, with whom they have
intermarried, They build neither houses nor boats, but sleep
.round 4 forest fire on a floor of sticks under a wall-less leaf
shelter propped on a stick. Innocent of the crimes that spring
from greed and passion, they live in family groups with no
ruling class or tribal organization. They fear thunder and
lightning and draw blood from their shins to appease the
unseen powers that cause them,

Far higher in the scale of civilization are the taller, fair,
wavy-haired Sakai or Senoi of the mountains and foot-hills,
They are cinnamon-coloured people of Indonesian stock,
which is one of the components of the Malay race, but their
language is mainly Mon-Annam. They are akin to hill-
ﬁlh-a:EYunnan, Indo-China and the Malay archipelago, but
those of the lower hills have not only intermarried with the
Negrito in the north and the Jakun or proto-Malay in the south
but exhibit an Australo-Melanesoid strain; that is, traces
of the blood of the remote ancestors of the Papuans and
of ,Australia’s aborigines. There are some 24,000 Sakai,
divided into ttibes and families under patriarchal chiefs. Their
houses, like those of the Malays, are built on piles, and they
plant rice, sugar, millet, plantain and tobacco, moving to fresh
clearings as the soil becomes exhausted. Like the primitive
Malay, they are animists, fearing innumerable spirits of sick-
ness. Like the Malay and the Mongol, they believe in the

. 13



14 MALAYA AND ITB HIBTORY

shaman, giving him as the Malay once did tree-burial, to lét the
tiger familiar rend his body and release his spirit, :

- In the southern half of British Malaya are found primitive
tribes, whose proto-Malay ancestors trekked down from
Yunnan and overran Indo-China. Whether of the land or
sea these 7000 Jakun, as they call themselves, have the
_ Indonesian and Mongoloid strains that, along with foreign

blood acquired in historical times, make up the modern civilized
Malay. But some of them also exhibit the very early Austrdlo«
Melanesoid blood and one may see a Johore Jakun as big, black
and bearded as a Papuan, The jungle tribes live on fruits and
wild game and the Orang Laut (Kipling’s “‘Orange Lord") or
Sea-Folk by fishing, their families with them in their boats or
ashore in huts, These sea-tribes would transfix fish with wooden
spears, and in modern times they dive for coins in Singapore
dock, Tomé Pires, the Portuguese writer g 515), was the firat to
term them *‘Cellates”, which may mean People of the Sélat or
Straits. He describes them as pirates who haunted the Carimon
(Kérimun) islands, showed the port of Malacca to its founder
and took part with their blow-pipes in its defence against
d'Albuqueérque. He adds that the founder of Malacca rewarded
these aboriginal followers by bestowing on them titles and
offices such as that of Bendahara or Prime Minister and Laksa-
mana or Admiral, which would make them the ancestors of
léading Malay families, In the eighteenth century they were
still loyal followers of the sultans of Johore, who condescend-
ingly bestowed on them grandiloquent titles. Their religion is
animigm, the belief that stocks and stones are animated by
living spirits, but from their civilized neighbours they learnt

also to invoke Hindu deities, Their language is Malay, free
from foreign loan-words.
. Moreand more Malaya's aborigines are ceasing to be nomadie,

Tae CiviLizep MALAY 7
The migration of the Malays from Yunnan down to'the

Malay peninsula took place between 2500 and 1500 B.c, Their
quadrangular adze culture, accompanied by unglazed cord-

&
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marked pottery of great variety, has been traced from China
southward, and “the highly specialized pick-adzes of Java and
Sumatra from a simple adze type wi:E quadrangular cross-
section and semi-circular edge found in Laos through an inter-
mediate type frequent in Malaya indicates the direction and
mﬂf their migration"—namely, down the Malay peninsula,

may have travelled by land, others across the Gulf of
Blara in craft deEnﬂd from bamboo outriggers still in use on
rivers in Burma and Indo-China. Among the earliest waves may
have :been the Jakun, But the most important movement
brought the ancestors of the Malays of Kedah, Kelantan and
Patani to become the civilized hinduized subjects of Langka~
suka and Sri Vijaya. The people of Kelantan, who have been
compared to the Polynesians, are bigger than the Malays-of
the south, perhaps because they represent a different strain,
perhaps on account of a better climate or the better food of an
anaient rice area.

" For the cultute of primitive Malays, language and pre-
hiftoric discoveries provide the only evidence. And while
earlier péoples, apparently with an Australo-Melanesoid strain,
lived in caves or left gigantic shell-heaps, the debris of
antediluvian meals, to bear witness to their location, the more
highly civilized Indonesian and primitive Malay inhabited
viﬁngus that are revealed only by some accident like the great
flood of 1926, which unearthed one at Tembeling in Pahang,
~ Yet there is ample evidence that, before these neolithic people
left the continent of Asia, they made pottery and built mega-
liths. They were hunters—not only of game but of human heads
for the sake of their soul-substance. They were fishermen
acquainted with traps of bamboo and woed, though not,
apparently, with the cast-net or other nets of cord. They lived,
as villagers still live, in houses built on piles and lashed with
rattan, with bamboo flooring and walls. In their gardens they
. cultivated sugarcane, bananas, the gourd and the coconut, Their
field-crops were millet (still a Sakai crop) and rice, both of
which provided them with food and fermented drink. They had
domesticated the pig and the buffalo and perhaps cattle. Their
clothes were of bark. Their numerals went up to a thousand
and they possessed some knowledge of the stars.
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" The meaning of Naning, for mmplu, is forgotten today, but
we know from the Malay element in the Khasi of Assam that
.+ it means “Upriver”, Possibly no generic name was c:;i:fhud by -
- the scattered tribes until Jambi or Melayu succeeded
- Vijaya in the thirteenth century, after which they called them-
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- When Jambi fell, Minangkabau dominated Sumatra. And

s when Malacea was founded with a population largely made up
- of Malay sea-gipsies, its commerce attracted many Malays from

the opposite coast of Sumatra, more ea})eciall}r indu Minang-
kabaus, who sought the gold districts of Pahang and the valleys
of what in the eighteenth century became Negri Sembilan,

" Bugis, too, from Celebes, in 1700 founded modern Selangor
an

in 1722 became Underkings of the Johore empire. Most of

- the Bugis immigrants, at any rate, were men of birth who inter-

_married with peninsular royalties and dominated their local

"' Malay ‘subjects, And to infer from the legends of the Malay

. right to be regarded as the ﬂbnrig'mal pen%a of Malays as the
£ :

Annals that most of the Malays of the peninsula crossed from

‘Bumatra in mediaeval times is to ignore the evidence of pre-

history and place-names, The Malays have at least a8 much

English have to be called the aborigines of England.

The Malay of today, a broad-headed individual vwitb: olive’
skin, fine eyes, a neat well-proportioned body, lank blagk hair

" and almost hairless chin, is the primitive Malay plus many °
. foreign strains derived from marriage with Chineaeg-
- fimes down to the advent of Islam, with Hindus of the Decean

~and Bengal, with Muslim Indians, Siamese and Arabs, They

- haye changed. little since Magellan’s brother-in-law, Duarte
.+ Barbosa, described them from his experience in the East
" between 1500 and 1517: “They are well-set-up men and go'
- “bate from the waist up but ate clad in cotton garments below, = -
-~ They, the most distinguished among them, wear short coats
. which'come half-way down.their thighs, of silk cloth—in grain-
+* % or brocade—and over this. they wear girdles; at their waists
. they carry daggers in damascene-work which they call creeses,

om Chou |

T
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Their women are tawny=coloured, clad in very fine silk garments
and short skirts decorated with gold and jewels. They are very
comely, always well-attired and have very fine hair. ."; . They
live in large houses outside the tity with many orchards, -
gardens and tanks, where they lead a pleasant life; They ate
polished and well-bred, fond of music and given to love,”” 5
To bring the picture up to date: all but the peasant at work
_in his fields wear coats nowadays, creeses are worn only at

court ceremonics, ahd many Malays have adopted European

dréss for working hours, Some years ago when a Resident

issued 4 circular in praise of Malay costume and'in favour of its - |

retenition, the Malay chiefs at the next meeting. of the State~'
Council asked him the reason: was he concerned lest they should -
contract dhobi~itch? i AR R
.~ Itis a pity that modern life and the Malay’s own admiration

for European ways have conspired to make the white man for- =

get what Miss Isabella Bird, author of The Galden Chersonese, -
ew in 1879: “The Malays undoubtedly must be numbered
among civilized peoples, . ... They have possessed for centuries-
sydtems of government and codes of land and maritime law,
which' ‘in theory at least show 4 considerable ‘degree of
enlightenment,"” p P
; &'he Malay has great pride of race—due, perhaps, as much
to his Mubammadan religion as to a past he has forgottén. He
has; a8 Sir Frank Swettenham once wrote, “‘as gaod a courage
a8 mogt men'; and a better sense of the values of what life -
.offers, than s generally ﬂh}ﬂd.ﬁum book philosophies. Even
‘theahorigines of Malaya hive attractive manners, and the Malay
has not only undergone the discipline of Hindu etiquette but
has been affected by his Muslim teaching much as an English
-~ boy has been affacted by the public school, acquiring poise and
canfidence. Because he is an independent farmer with nio. need
.0 swork for Hire, the Malay has got an undeserved reputation
- for idleness, which his Asfatic competitors take care to foster,
" In affairs he is not only diplomatic but intelligent and states=
‘manlike; with-a natural ability to weigh both sides of a question.
‘Higdomestic life is happy. He marries young, but in spite of the
latitnde of Islamic practice the peasant has seldom been a
15 ot for “aunirisa’” PR

b
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ol¥garnist, though' the immemurial need for: sons 1o wmk his
Ea’ld&mﬂkﬂs him prone to repudiate a childless wife, = - g
- At the 1947 census, out of 2,398,186 Malays in the
¥ 'dearaﬂbn, 275,700 Wwere tomparatively new-comers. fmm_. :
Sumatra-dand Java, men of the Mala]r s own racial stock and

. peligion, who alone of the country’s immigrants rapidly become
. absorbed into the Malay comimunity. In the Federation,

Intion and the

Z-Ma.laya and abori cgluiea furmed 4947 per cent of the total popu-
inese 48:6 per cent, But in I{elantan, t'nr

: mmple, thn populmnn 13 almost wholly Malay.

CHrNEsE

: Chmese. may have visited Malaya in pre-historic tum:a The
first historical record, the Chinese History of the Leang (502-556),
-mientions Lan gkasuka (or Kedah); a Buddhist state in the northiof
Malaya whosge rulers sent embassies to China at least four times
. during the sixth century A.D. What part the Chinese played in
- the pentinsular half of 8ri Vijaya is unknown. But when at the

~end of the fourteenth eentury that empire fell, the Chinese

'uatabhahed at Palembang in Sri- Vijaya’s Sumatran centre
 Ystood up for themselves and @ man fror Namhoi in Canton,
., ealled Liang Tan-ming, who had.lived theré a long time and
roamed - the sea, followed by seéveral thousand men from
- Fukien: and Canton, was taken by them as their chief”. For
‘nearly 200 years Palembang remained in the handa of mﬂnﬁsﬂ,

: _.wh:a were; many of them. pirates.

Sl TS first Malay mention of Chinese in the pnnmaula is found
' Jathe Malay Anrmals of fifteenth-century Malacca, fnl!l:u
" “lore and history, they relate how the Emperor sent
- Mansur Shah (ca: :.4. ﬁ] a junk full of mdﬁs as many aathe, :
. people of China, and how the Malay king sent back envoys with
& cargo of sago, every bead rolled by one of his subjects, The

o+ Malays entered the “seven gates of the imperial palace to. tho»__

- clash of gongs and saw the Bmperor in a glass p

S ﬂfﬂmﬁ Tfn the mouth of a dragon. They broug b’auk for the ’

£} royal’ bride, Hang Liu, whose escort o 500 gcn:‘l'y
: fﬂt‘tfcdm Malﬂ’m&mld éaw,]lukit C]ni'law&na.me { 3 -
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Tomé -Pires, the Portuguese who lived in Malacea from -

1512 to 1515, i§ less romantic, *“The Chinese to be seen. in

‘Malacca are not very truthfil and steal. That is the common
people.” But Tomé Pires says that Islam had not yet got a
strong enough hold over the Malays'to prevent intermarriage
‘with the Chinese, “Heathens marry with Moorish” (that 15,
‘Muslim) “women and a Moor with a heathen woman with
it owrl. proper - ceremonies.” . Afterwards, when' Malays.

“became strict Muhammadans, the Chinese inimigeatits for=
-~ bidden fo bring their wives from China had to turn o ﬁﬁnﬁﬂ% 1
‘and. Batak slaves to be the mothers of"a Baba race, which by,

Intermartiage among its own kith and kin retained Chinese .

dress. and Chingse customs though. it lost, Chinese speech.
Under the Dutch there were about 2000 Babas in eightesnith-
eentiiry Valacea, some employed as soldiers, A Perak history;
sriften in the same century, relates how Chinese boxers and
snake-chiarmers took part in royal festivities there with Chinese
nmusic that sounded ‘like the noise of frogs in & swamp affer
. The Chinese words in the Babas’ pidgin Malay support the
claim of the Hokkiens from Amoy that they were the earliest
immigrants and they are still' more numerous. than ' other
Chinese in the former Straits Settlements and Johore. But
it. was Western trade after the Napoleonic wars and then tin
and finally rubber - that attracted an"endless flow of Chinese
- from Kswangtung ﬁanmn) ds well as from Fukien 'to Penang,
Singapore and the Malay States'as they came under British rule.
. The stream ‘has also included Khehs (or Hakkas), Teochus,
many of whomn are fishermen, and the so-called Hailams from
the island of Hainan who are excellent and well-bred domestic
servrants and shop-keepers and small planters, = <L
' Nearly all_the commerce of Malaya is in Chinese: hands,
Thete are Chinese planters, miners, bankers, doctors, lawyers,
- accountants; civil servants, schoolmasters, contractors, rubber
. manufacturers, fimber merchants, booksellers, - hotel-keepers,
. pig-tearers, poultey-farmers, market-gardeners, carpenters and
. fishermen, Without the Chinese, Malaya, having no surplus
g&pﬂ;ﬁm;ﬁ:{f unemployed Malays, could never have developed.
- But  Chinede national  virtues are colonial. vices, Against a
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people 8o industrious; intelligent and clannish, no other race
- ‘can stand up. Endowed with the laughter and manners of an
ancient civilization, they mix with other races with innate good
- mature and dare delighted to welcome them to their ‘entertain-

" “ments, but never into their businessés. No trespasser may ever

" been even Jessinterested than in'Chinese politics, a trait

- enter their commercial preserves. In colonial politics the hﬂﬁ A
t
' made their invasion into local commerce less patent, Nevar till
“the British period did they attempt to take part in the adminis-
tration ‘of Malaya. - T
. Two-thirds of the Chinese in Malaya were born in their own
eountry and have remitted their savings to their native districts;
thereby draining Malaya of a great portion of its wealth, Now
- that moré and more Chinese women are coming to Malaya, this
drain on the country’s wealth will lessen, but racial competition
“ will be aggravated. In 1947 there were 1,884,534 Chinese in
the Federation and 730,133 in Bingapore. -

INDIANS

" Tor more than a thousand years the Malays owed thei

. givilization to Hindus, though the Indian immigrants, whether
from the Deccan or Bengal, weré never enough to introduce
- their own colloguial languages and had to be content to intro-

' duce Indian alphabets, the last ' the : Perso-Arabic Muslim
- alphabet that has beer known to the Ma]:zs for 600 years, The

- coming bf Islam to India stimulated Indian migration to the
gmnsula According to Tomé Pires, when Diogo Lopes de
* Bequeira feached” Maldcca there were a. thousind Gujerati

" mierchants thers, or, along with Pirsis, Bengalis. and ‘Arabs,

-mote than 4000 foreigners, ‘Thére were also great Kling -
: maréhanmw%thmu'adﬁ on & gréat scale and many junks, This is

- the nation that bririgs most honour to Malacca”’ By local usage -

- Kilinigs sfter the mediaeval

-~ all'southern Indians, Tamils; Telugus and Malayalis are called:

dir }Lin,gd_uni of Kalinga' that covered. .

- the northern ‘Circars or territory north of ‘the Coromandel
~ coast, but though the use of the term is a tribute to the great-

AR miE e (S Yout S e Sow fepan it in dupipes ¢



: TH'E PEDPLE$ . 21

tory. Tl:-a Mala@r, forhig; pmt, hias borrawed the word “I..ebsu" A%
a_term of respect for.@ plolis ‘Malay elder from: the Labbai -
“Muslims of the Madras coast, Tamil merchants bcmsiunn}]y 2
lace and honaur in-old Malacca and in eighteenth
Fara.{. whbr&tha Sultag gave one & title for going to 5
with ‘8 trader who bought  elf) hnnm. Ha;f-m
:  like Mﬂn&l‘ﬂ ‘Abdullah, who was half Tamil-and 'Iﬂ'lf
:&r l-.i_nve played a; raat part in Wriu.rgﬂtgm Malay’s literattire.
“of translation, inu:u ucing him to” In folkelore, r.&mw
d mysticism. Today the great majérity of Indidns in ] Lt
are Tamil labourers from the Madras Presidency, who work

‘o rubber estates, on the railway and in the Public Works: = .

Department and return home on an average after three years, .
Most Tamils of the second generation are clerks, overseersand
: a@hmlmastera. Mﬂlaya also has Indlan doctars, ]av.r'_-.rcrs and -

i orthern bihdmna =Iu:e fewer, but :nc]ude menMnf man:,r: Y
.ra.cr.ng abis, Bengalis, Afghans, Pathans and Mahrdttas. *
' Pm?abi ﬁikhs and a FeEr Pathans are policemen, From
G¢’?‘lan ‘come not only. Tamil ‘clerks but a few théiusand

Singhalese - jewellers, “carpenters, barbers and ‘labourers, ‘In:
1947 there were just under 600,000 Indians and Ceylunr.ac
in Mala}ra bt

OrnER Races

_ Thenorthern states, having been subject to Siam untlI zgag,
hsﬁm a latge sprinkling of Siamese res:dJcntE
< Arabs, though only a few thousand in number, have great

mﬂun:;ue. Imm their religious status and their wealth. In Singas *
pore, nearly all the Arabs are of pure Arab descent; mostof
thesh 1 rants fron the Hadramaut, where they have built

galaﬁﬂ ‘houses with fittings impotted from Singapore; The
“‘war, it may be noted, greatly impoverished the Hadramaut by

~deptiving its. people of the usual remittances from Malaya and
Ne q!ﬁndq India. As early as the seventeenth centiry Sayids '
! -{g‘r meandmm of the Prophet) of the great Hadramaut house '

‘of Ahn a*aLMﬂhi}jlr had won St&tc offices in anl-: Unﬂ
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‘became. the father of @ Perak Sultan,  From anothier are
descended the rulers of Siak in Bumatra, The older settlers
have fntﬁmarrip_d'-with Malay ‘women. But'a Sharifah, the
female equivalent of a Sayid, may marry no one buta Sayidora
jhﬁlmmja rank, ; ; AT
-+ There are about a thousand Jews, some of them the wealthy
-+ owners of large properties in Singapore, - T :
.. Filipinos; Bayanese, Bataks,” Tibetans, Annamese, Negto
- ‘boxers, Tutks and many local races add to Malaya's human
- miscellany.(But the only two races numerous enough to require
mention are Eurasians and Europeans, who in 1947 numbered
respectively 19,171 and ‘18,958, almost equally distributed
between Singapore and the Federation, €%
o Malaya's Eurasians of oldest descent are those ‘with
Portuguese blood in- their veins and a pateis founded on
mediaeval - Portuguese. All' of them came originally from
‘Malacca, where the poorest are fishermen and the well-ta-do
planters, clerks and schoolmasters, All Portuguese Eurasians
are Catholics. But there are also several well-known Enrasian
families in Malaya who are of Dutch descent and again derive
from Malacca. The prosperity of Penang and Singapore later
attractéd. Eurasians IP om_British India, some descendants of
writers and captaina in the Fast India Company. A son of
- Captain 'Light, the founder of < Penang, by a Portuguese
- Burasian: was an officer on Wellington’s staff and laid" out
~Adelaide, The Eurasians of ‘Malaya refused to follow the
-~ example of Eurasians in-India, who term themselvés Aniglo-
- Indians. They have to their credit such a record of respects
. - ability and public service that it would have besn pity for
- them to disguise their identity, = - TR
e Qu%yﬂ;org_ are the Europeans of whom in 1947 there were
. in-the Federation only 9086, They numbered representatives
- ofmost European countries and of the United States'of America;
Allithe British are employed in government service, businiess,
- Planting or mining, or else they are private doctors, lawyers,
ai;muﬁt%nts Or journalists, While there are no localities con-
fined to Busopeans, in the latger towns they have their own clubs,
' just-as Chinese, Malays, Indians and gﬂrasiaﬁ?s.-h’ﬁw theirs,
. Buperficial observers believo the- Asiatic is 'eager to” enter

v i
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European nlﬁbs. But he ﬁ“ﬂ!;tldf'bég'_np'-h#ﬁi& if all _l:luhs*;réfé:_. ;
mixed than the Furopean would be, Generally he prefers to

associate
British,

with his” own race. And -had the Eurasians or the'
for example, admitted Chinese. to- membership of

their clubs, they would havu'bneh_entirqiy_amﬁﬁﬂ;hg the

IDore numerous community. But there are ‘mote.and more s

clubs with an. intérnational membership, one of the most

this job.,

ment to

~successful of them founded by the present Sultan of Johore,

- - All faces meet on the foothall field and the well-to-de at-golf,
“tennis and cricket. Two Malays were once playing the grave-
‘diggers in Hamlet. Said the first grave-digger: “I'm giving up.

Ever sincé: Dr. —<— has been stationed. here, there jg

1o one to bury:” Roars of Malay applause greeted this compli-

a popular British footballer. For the liking between. - |

Europeans and Malays and between Europeans and Straitss

‘born Chinese s spontaneous dnd sincere, And. even if other

races may not find quite s0.much in common, hitherto tolera-

- tion and. have marked th : fall the
_ peoples, of Malaya, mainly because they had the traditional -
- manners

jealousies, -

gty

good-fellowship have marked the intercourse of allthe
of ancient civilizations—and were too presperols for

o
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““Grborapny lid the Malay wotld open to the inflasnce of

' China, but down the ages that influence has been nngl?lbl'u. It
- istrue that the rulers of mediaeval Malacta used to send envoys
\“there, as nine centuries earliér Malaya's first recorded king;{la:h
Langkasuka had done. But fortunately relations between Ching

. ‘and the South Seas were generally confined to trade, For while
~‘Indian penetration was peaceful and ingratiating, China, where
-ghe-attempted to penetrate, conquered and annexed, appointed
‘governors and compelled her subjects to adopt the Chinege way

}:-f. life.’ Rarﬂily Cd}:;d she] seek intimzcy aﬂn qtf;ler terms; For

. foreigniers’ the Chinese language and calligra are . equally
B d‘;’ﬁéﬁti butthe Chinese hagz d%:pla}re.d no fnisl:iu};mry! !Z[ll u}'
. that might have disposed them to study the hnguﬂg:;f peoples
‘they despise as barbarian, Chinese. monks studied Sanskrit, but

. thit was a sacred language, Modern Chitiese; though nearly 45
. clannish: as their forefathers, study English, but English is the -

" 'Open Sesamé to ‘material success. It was riot-China but Tndia

'~ that so influenced the spiritual as well as the material lifs of
- the Malays that till the nineteenth century they owed nearly

. Leverything to her: alphabets, religion, a political system,

-+ Jaw, astrology and mediacval medicing, literature; sculpture

metalwork and the weaving of silk. - :

~ Buddhist inscriptions in  Sanskeit as early as the fourth
century A, in Kedah, must have been precaded by traders,

and
Btdhisn s Sivaite .
inscriptions fo which India itsélf had not long been acctstomed:
nigtation in larger numbers and permanent settlement began

iﬁ% talwol : . L aE
0 “Hite Indians, who built the oldest temiples and chiselléd

0 sailed ‘to: and fro'long . before Brahmine and ‘monks -
literate’ adventuters brought the Hindu religion. and
dhism and’ Sivaite ideas of royalty, and carved Sanskrit

of the Christian era, with commierce s the -

I S L.
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“The contact established between the Mediterranean

world and the East after Alexander’s campaign;, the founida-

. tion in Indiaof the empire of Asokaand the later empire of
 Karishka, the birth-in the West of the Seleuecid empire and
“of the Roman empire gave commeéree in lixury commodi=

ties a scope deplored by the Latin moralists of the first-
- esntury. Gold, spices, sandalwaod, eaglewaod, camﬂ:lfrm_m e
...« benzoin weré reckoried among the products of lands and -
- delands beyond the Ganges.” PR ER S i

2% '_ﬁﬂﬁ_meesaur Coedés in his book Histofre Amm@
Etats Hindouisés d'Exiréme-Orient. And he notes how places -

namies like Suvarna-bhumi (“Land of Gold") and Suvarpa- =

dv":iﬁia ("“Islands of Gold') for south-east Asia and the Malay
arn

pelago suggest the probability that above all it was .

the auri sacra fames—!"the metal that God chose”, as Tomé
Pires calls it—which attracted Indians, particularly' hecause
migrations in central Asia just before the time of Christ eut
the route used by caravans to bring them Siberian gold: Tiwo
ather aceidents stimulated India’s overseas commerce: firstly,
- Buddhism, with its abolition of caste barriers and of the preju-
‘dice agdinst crossing the sed and being pollited by barbarian
- contacts, and secondly the increased size of Indian ships-and
Chinete junks, ‘built on Persian models,  together. with the
_ ﬂiﬁﬁ@ﬁr’{:ﬁfthﬂ Arabs’ secret knowledge of the nmonsoon winds:
- < thdt took those Muslim tradets not mﬁy_ to India but, as eatly .
- as the fourth century, to China, SRR R S
e s e}pfte of having ships that could carry 600 passengers
-~ or moare, Indians did not reach Malay shores in nurmbers
- sufficient to introduce Prakrit, the colloquial forth of Sanskrit,
- orto affect the physical appearance of the local peopleds Muslim:
- Tasmile lsﬁﬂm nineteenth: century affected theMalays of
- Penang, Chinese voyagers described the inhabitants of the new
. gettlements not as Indians but as hinduized natives: df the
" Malay world, an account corroborated by the fact that in modern
“Ball only séven per cent of its  Hindu population’ claim to
~belong to an Aryan caste. Even so, it took only a'Brahminieal
- rite t6 adenit Indonesian chiefs to the second or warrior caste
. of the Aryan Hindu, To that caste the new kings belonged, -

3, T = e le by X . A
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whﬁ aris e;f half+Hlobds or Tndongsiah donverts tatored
b %ﬁh gﬁ.‘.nmg] necess %mw
s &:ca.rmﬂons of Hindu gods, As most of the colonists
s&m the south of Indis, not all of those Brahmins cin
Teén any more than the Dravidian Brahmins of the
n, But they fixe firrnly in the Malay mind  res
Eté that even now survives unguessed. The

ﬁf the Malay peninsula no [onger, like the Hi'lga
im d Cambodia, maintain Brahmins to guard their regalia
Eadrﬁnh.duct court ritual, But in Perak no one outside the royal
. housé may handle the regalia except a hereditary court fune-
tiogary, Sri Nara-diraja, whose family may not eat beef
and hoasts descent from the vomit of Siva’s bull, Nandi; At
Perak enthronement it is still this Sri Nara-diraja who proclaims
the royal title, and as a Brahmin whispers into the ear of hie
pupil the name of the god who is to be the child's spécial

protector through life, so this representative of past

* whispers to the new ruler the Hindu name of the founder of
hia dynasty. At the enthronement of a Vang di-pertuan of Neged

Sem :lm the name of the chosen ruler is still proclained by a
. court _herald in Brahminical attitude; that s, by a J,mrﬁld
- m-m one leg with the sole of the nght foot resting on his
his right hand shading his eyes and ‘the- ﬂp of the,

, fingers of his left hand pressed against his left cheek.

. For_the Malay enthronement ceremony, though covered
ht tdday with a decent Muslim veneer, still retdins all the eleménts
ﬂ;h& Hindu ritual. The first rite was lustration, The second
WA ting’ at each quarter of the compass, But wherever
~7Bu dabish& ﬁuba‘tltuhed water for oil, in Burma, Blam and

o wﬁ;‘ ."""'"'. /thiere the two rites ‘have been . And while in

v, g tutns to e uartet of the glabe to .be
' /- dnomnted ’ﬁnﬂ'&gr %sqhaa géd mtgk;, Foutfold
R Bk o it 15 St
¥ el Bry '
ﬁ} : diotion; | P{% g0 often in Brahmin ceréfony, there is
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is made of “thunder” weods it 15 ::a]]ad the. “l:ghm.mg" sedl,
dnd has taken the place of a' aymbul of the thundeérbolt which_ :
Indra alivdys holds as a threat fo the wicked. On the Sultan’s

shoulder is a sword, which in spite of its &hape beats the name. ;
of the heavy sacrificial dagger *‘from the heaven-born Gﬁngﬂﬁ’f, Hax

- that, inlaid with the figures of Siva and Mahadevi, was B 5
@ famous fourtesnth=century ruler of Minangkaban as ::imj; Tl
di' g demon Bhairava sect ofeasmg a Tabtric dor:h:m?&*tha?
“‘confiected the worship of Siva with the religion of Buddha, =
‘While & Perak ruler sits thus enthroned, the Sri’ Nara-diraja =
reads an address in corrupt Sanskrit, luud-.ng his Raja's vietoty

over evil, his luck, his justice and his power of healing. Eimﬂat NEE

“addresses are common in India and one is used in Siarh. ‘
Negri Sembilan a translation of this formula is read, fot h}r &
Muslim dignitary but by one of the court functionaries who

must represént. the Brahmins of old: it .invokes five angela of :

‘the sky in place of the Hindu guardians of its five regions who '
wete invoked in Vedic times. A Malay ruler has to sit immobile
g8 possible on his throne, rigidity being evidence in’ Hmdu
ritual of incipient godhead. :
It Was ds an incarnatmn of Siva that Aditiavarman, ruli;r uf '
kabau in Sumatra, is depicted on his sacn.ﬁmnl dagger,
-and the founder of Majapahit, last Hindu empire of Java; is
Py red a8’ Vishnu, But it was generally of Indra, contraller
of weather and lord of Mount Meru the Hindu Olympus; that
 the rulers: of Malay agricultural communities became the
méphcla. In Hindu tlnrues ‘the capital of Pahang was called_
- Indrqpura, city of Indra, and behind the palace dt Sri Menanti
: (lr.r idi Sambﬂm} a hill is dedicated to Sri Indra. The rulers”
i alaced, Perak and Negn Sembilan claimed descent from:
tha ‘Eerqrs of Sri "a’lj , who at Palembang had a Mount
- Meru, famous in Malay lk]ora The kings of Sumatea, Java;’
Cambodia, Burma and Siam all had at their capitals a' Meru,

arnely A “hill or shrine or temple or palace tower that symbol- .
ized the Hindu Olympus. And-this .symbol was probably. -

tdﬁpﬂﬁpﬂiﬁ'ﬁmﬂm earth-mound that in the time of Confucius’
stood on the confines of a Chinesé town to represent the' whole
disteict, The idea of this mound in- turn may well have come

e n

dclla East and have gwen thc Euﬂmtran
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:dﬂn of 8 p}?tﬁtmd gmv¢, and the Javanese the idea of a
o pjrmtmd temiple” like the ‘Chandi: Sukuh, erected. when
: nﬂﬁuﬂnham ‘had tevived and triumphed over Indian mﬂuuu-:;a.

The court was the centre of Brahimin influénce among
anmmﬂmtlea almost entirely Malay. But even the humblest

ﬂﬂggaumuld not remain unaffected by an influence thiat lasted .

@ thousand years, Everywhere, for example, twelve purifi
;a.ias that cleanse a Brahmin of original sin have left their
“in the martiage and birth ceremonies of the Malay, on ‘thﬁ

" inttoduction of an infant to mother earth and father water; on -

“the ceremonies at the beginning and end of his reﬁmua studies, :

_ Btill in rémote places the village medicine-man, Muhammadan
t‘:wugh ‘e is, calls upon Siva to restrain malicious spirits from
; plagmndg the sick, from molesting those who would plant tice
- or Build a new house or have killed & deer. But next to the rite
- -of enthronement, the most elaborate Hindu rite is the sacrificé
preluding the performance of the Ramayana on the soréen of the
- shadow-play, when, Wenrmg a‘yellow scarf, the master of the

' show claims to be an incarnation of Vishnu and makes offerings
. to-Siva‘the Supreme Teacher and King of Actors and m all.tha !

d&mlgﬁdﬂ of the Ramayana and Mahabhacata,
It is in Kelantan that this rite and plays ot of the Rama
am .common, and it is not surprising that the remoteness o

| ‘state from foreign influences has favoured the survival of Hmdtt :
practices inherited from the aldeat centres of Hmdm.um 1n tl:m :

“péninsula.
..~ For the first state in Malaya of Indm.n type was La.n

. w'hmh “with a capital in what is now Kedah, probahly atm dhd'

- from sea to séa, controlling one of India's ean}r land=toutes to
- Inda-China, A Chinesé account written in the sixth century aays

a i‘-‘fﬁi&thpnmor& than 400 years old and had brick walls; Both. -

- ‘sexes wore theit hair long and wore sleeveless coats made of a

_yjﬁhﬁ discovery in

!tag ﬁq@ﬁ) material (kan-man), while king and nobles wore
_. wIa over ‘their. shoulders, gold belts and gold ears
ngs, The womenhad fine scaryes adorned with gems, Theking

_ ﬁﬂﬂm tén an ﬂlﬁpillargt seated- ug.dgr a wjh;t,a hﬂwdai&ﬁ H

AN rims and banners and fierce-looking 80
- Th ‘Eﬂ‘%rqwﬂﬁm’w Buddhgs%énﬁumehdxlﬂ}:gp nu?th?g’af__ elaya -

e T R ——
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Hingyana and Mahayana inscriptions in Sanskeit that'date from -~ -
the fourth century A.p;; and by the discovery at Pengkalan and
Tanjong Rambutan.in Perak’s tin_ district, Kinta, bf two' .
Hinayana (two-armed) Buddhist bronzes of Gupta style that

- mdy be assigned to the-fifth century, (Alas] the upper portion
of the Pengkalan Buddha was lost during the Japanessodets =
ation.). Buddhists evidently were ' pioneers  in colonizing.
M :ﬂg.lﬁ.'. But an ornament with' Vishnu on his. Garuda'and a
-eornelian ring inscribed Vishnu-varman in characters anté-
- dating the sixth century have been found at a neolithic shoze! |
site at Kuala Selinsing in Perak, and before the end of the fifth
century the Sailarajas, or' Kings of the Mountain, who ruled
Fou-nan, the empire that stretched from Annam to. Malaya,
had adopted the worship of Siva, who was supposed to descend
on the holy mountain from which the dynasty and:empire toak
their names. This was the beginning of the petiod when Pallayas.
from the Coromandel coast built little Sivaite temples alongthe
. River Bujang (? + ga) in Kedah. Then in the seventh century, -

- after 500 years of domination, Fou-nan fell, Jeaving it to.a
Mahayana Buddhist empire, Sr1 Vijays; to take swift advantage
‘of the growing commerce from India and Arabia, A Sanskrit =

inseription setting forth doctrines of Mahayana Buddhism in
Pallayan stript said fo be of the sixth century has heen. un-
acthed on the same River Bujang (2 4 ga) in Kedah. An
inseription of A.D, 684 (in thé same seript but the Malay language)
~has eomtie down to.us from Sri Vijaya’s Palembang territory and.-
‘contains the first dated reference to the existence of this
Mahayana Buddhism, or syncretism of Buddhism and Hin~
duism, According to the monk I-tsing, Melayu (later. called -
- Jambi) - became part of this, the earliest Sumatran Sri Vijaya,-
- _between 68g.and 692, . - - o B R e N
- & The expansion of Sri Vijaya came not with it early un-: -
. known dynasty but through the marriage of one of its ‘prin~
reesses-into a family of Sailendras or Kings of the Mountain
+ who in the eighth century arrogated to’themselves the style of -
an

-~ Ma nd ruled first in central Java, where they built
Borabudur and othér famotis monuments. Before a reaction

W%mm drove them from: Java they ‘had already a

 here in 775 a;Selendra Mahursj Jot an
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ingeription ia Ligor. And now they created an empire called
. by the Arabs Zabag or Javaka that embraced not only Kedah
and the north of Malaya but the Sumatran colonies of the earlier
Sri Vijaya. Apparently the Chinese talk sometimes of Palem-
- bang, sometimes of the whole empire, as Sti Vijaya. The roving
- Malay seamen that were .now the subjects of the Sailendras -
7 ayere not of the type to build religious monuments to astound.
. postérity, but their far-flung empire, the Chi-li-fo-che and
1 Ban-fo-ts'i of the Chinese, greatly impressed. Arab voyagers
- from Oman, who left Abbaside coins dated AD. 848 at ;{:
- another site on the Bujang (? + ga), Arabs tell how the emp
. -of the Maharaja controlled the Sunda Straits from Palembang
~and the Malacca Straits from Acheh and Kedah: And a c_nEF'ar»
_plite from India records how in 1006 Rajendrachola I of Tan-
“ . jore granted-a charter for a village to support a shrine started
* at Negapatam by a king of Sri Vijaya and finished by his son
Mara-vijayottungavarman-—"‘ray-garlanded sun in the lotus
“groves of the wise, king of Sri Vijaya and Kedah’'. Ty
.o Anempire thus strategically placed to control the commerce
. 'between India and the Far East was doomed.to excite jealons.
- rivalry, In g9z it was attacked by Java and apparently retaliated
~..in roo6;, Then in roz5, after a preliminaty raid eight years earlier,
~ Rajendrachola I overwhelmed Sri Vijaya and its subject terrix
tories, including Melayu (or Jambi) and Lamuri (ot Acheh) in
- Sumatra; along with Kedah and Langkasuka and other places
..in.Malaya, "But_though the ‘Maharajas had for a time to
“: "worship their conquerors’ ankletted feet”, Malayan dountries
.« mere foo far beyond ‘‘the sounding seasd’’ for the Cholas to -
.vhold;” and - the - Arabs again extolled . thé greatness of an
. cempite that still, in the " twelfth century, included Palems
- “bang, Acheh, - Ligor, Langkasuka, Pahang  and ‘Trengpanu
jﬁhiéngit&'.&epeqc[mcica, But already at the eénd of the previous
- century Melayt (or Jambi) appears as a separate lom; And :
. 800n, Jaya began to encroach on Sumatra and the That on the
‘north of the Malay - peninsula, and - Buddhist™ power was.
. threatened by Muslim missionaries. By 1281 Jambi was sending -
1 4o China merchant envoys with thé. Muslia mames. Slshroay
- and Shamsu'd-din, and in 1292 Marco Polo désoribes Langka-
ke s of o account and talks of eight sepscate kingdoms in
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Su at:rs,. one ¢ fak, “bein Mnéﬁ;ﬁ;.-:hi e final .
: Hlowrie Imffmhﬁéuxﬂﬁf%a empire of Sri -?ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;_' + AL
' from Java, As carly as ava claimed asone ofher' -

ﬂapgndmhteg, .andy thﬁu at snm& time between 13
h _" ]435 Hﬁldu emﬁ:: Majapahit conquered Emﬁﬁhﬁ -and 1
a } ing <to this" day ‘Javanese. vords in.
dah didlect, Javanese type of creese in Patani and |
t#hﬁéq?vapla:,r in Kelantan, Java, dealt the dea
w to the old empire of the Maharajas, and Islam depriy
-~ Siva and Buddha of their spiritual ascendancy in the Ma
waﬂd. One most il Iﬁgal:}r from' Sri V1jaya was Iaﬂ:*thtﬁ,m o
~ new age, Rich from international cormerce, she had attraeted -
merchants, scholars and adventurers to her ports, but ¢ as varly
‘a-ﬂfhﬂﬁ'idﬁh century it was said of Palembang: "'if 3 merchar
> passes by without entering, her. hdats go forth to make
ned attack and all are ready to die (in battle) That is.
f Why the country is a great shipping centre:” The =
¢ of Pal _];,_ang into 4 den of Chinese plmtes:wnaaf tml, r'-
_ fy but 'the pattern of sea-power supported by piracy -
and moropoly that Sri Vijaya béqueathed to Malacca, Portugal -
and Holland was a-cause of war and nuaery for many- 1mds a:ui

countless people.
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MﬁLACCA‘S CENTURY OF MALAY
RULE

L ':3&5 Mnjapahit claimed s 2 dcpmdcns:.y Tum.sﬁ:, ”tha
38 Eén Town', or; to use its more famous Indian name; Singapore,
.j -+ Moity of the Singhis of liohs” ; but in a few years that medigeyal
L hnu;tifﬁf pirates, alorg with the Malay peninsula, fell under the
.- Ldomination of Siam, It was the murder of Siam's goverrior of
o Blﬁpﬂre that drove its Malay king, the Palembang consort of -
.. va Majapahit princess, to flee upcountry, where about 403 he.
" founded Malacca, The legend goes that the site was shown to
- him by Malay sea-gipsies whose ancestors had served his'own
 mafishermen and pirates in Palembang waters, but it looks as if
~ . the Parameswara, or Prinice Consort, as the fuundcr of Walacea
“itermed himself in deference to his high-born wife,; deliberately
. 'chdge Malacca as being far enough south not to be overwhelmed
+/ by Biam and yet so situated that the port mlght ‘hope to attract
- from India, from the east, and frém the archipelago the trade
e fhh‘thad formerly been enjoyed by Kedah when a part of Sri
% Vijaya, Kedah, Tomé Pires records, still’ Malacca;
- Perak, Manjong, Selangor and Bernam, all of them prizaugfor +
" theip tin, Yet Kedah was not only subject to Biam, bptﬂpslcw
R entljr ‘part of the little Muslim port-kingdom of Pasai (in modetn
b T ah;}, whose missionaries ‘carried Islam' infand as far as
nu, to judge from a stone there, inscribed in 1326 or
;Iﬂth the first known specimen of Malayo-Arabjc script,
'. is a Megat Kedah mentioned in the chronicles of Pasai,
*}aﬁc[“awt‘,'m:e is -2 Pdsai. grave-stone of ‘1380 which 'has. been
~deciphered to- refet t6 a princess of = family that rule& Pasal
‘and Kedah, And the fact that Pasai hadafuutmgm nerl;ham .
alayd may have influenced Malacca's ficst. ritler to maxty a-
g2 "'iﬁfmweﬁh ‘Whether or not the Pasai. house had br-iﬁtar—-
wm“tg’gb the blood of the'Sailendras who tuled Palembang and
2 "ﬂﬁhﬁhﬁ s unknowri.'As early as 1406, in
ohi Mﬂam -
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MALACCA'S CENTURY OF MALAY RULE 33

the throne of Palembang, and folk-lore has always associated
the origin of the Malacea dynasty with Palembang. The second ,
ruler of Malacca assumed the Sailendras’ ancient title of
Mabharaja, and it is to this ruler that the constitution .of
Malacea is ascribed. That constitution, so far from being based
on any Muslim pattern, embodies the ancient Hindu coms
geption of a kingdom as an image of the heavenly world of stars |
aid gods, a conception current in Fou-nan (p. 2¢) and.
barrowed probably from Fou-nan by Sri Vijaya. In the ningh -
century Java was divided into 28 provinces correspondis
in number to the houses of the moon, with four chi
mifisters corresponding to the four cardinal points, and a
king, all together making up the number of the 33 gods on
Mount Meru, the Hindu Olympus over which Indra presided.
Pegu, in the fourteenth century, had 32 governors and a king,
Malgeca, even as a Muslim Sultanate, had, in addition to the
riiler, four great, eight lesser, 16 small and 32 inferior chiefs.
FProm Malacca, Perak and some other modern states have
inhetited the same constitution.

Sri Vijaya was now to be revenged on the two powets
that destroyed its empire. For Malacca proceeded to stem
Siamese influence in Malaya and to weaken Java’s last Hindu
empire Majapahit, both materially by incursions into her
trade and politically by encouraging Muslim missionaries to
prnaellg'tize in Javanese ports.

“Dead we lie wrapped by earth; alive we are wrapped by
custom."” So runs a Malay saying, and the policy of every Malay
state was based on tradition and precedent. As early as the
gixth century A.D, Langkasuka (Kedah), forerunner of Bri
Vijaya and later the centre of its peninsular empire, had four
times sent embassies to China within a hundred years. So now,
from Parameswara, founder of Malacca, down to her last
Sultan, Mahmud Shah, all the rulers of the new port kingdom
gent envoys with tribute to China’s new Ming emperors, every
ong of Malay potentates seeking recognition of his
accession and some of them occasionally asking for protection
against Sjam.

. In r4rz the famous Admiral Cheng Ho, or Ong Sam Po,
yhom the Malacca Chinese today worship as a minor deity,
: c

W



4 MALAYA AND ITS HISTORY

called. at Malacea with a fleet 6f great junks and took the
Parameswara, his consort and followers, 430 people in all, to
Ching, where the Malay prince was entertamned by the Emperor
/i person and given magnificent presents, so mindful must
' Ching have been of past trade with the Malay peninsula.
+Thé visits of Malacea’s rulers to China promoted trads,
i -and the size of China's touring fleets gave Mglanca a sense of
- geturity.

_ But closer than Malacca's ties with China were those with
India, When its first ruler married in old age the Pasai
rincess he became a convert to Islam, newly imported from
g‘ldiﬂ-, and assumed the title of Iskandar Shah, a name illustrious
from Islamic legends of Alexander (al-Iskandar) the Great, On
his death, as we have seen, there was a reversion to Sri Vijaya's
old Hindu title of Maharaja. Then soon after 1445 there was a
coup d’état at Malacea by Muslim Tamil merchants, who killed
an infant ruler of Malay blood royal and elevated to the throne
his younger brother by a Tamil mother. This usurper,
Muzaffar Shah, was the first ruler to assume the title of Sultan,
borne then, Pires says, only by the kings of Pasai and of Bengal.
2% His elevation to the throne gave Tamils a footing in the govern-
; ‘.ment of the kingdom which their half-caste descendants lost
- only on the arrival of d’Albuquerque. There is no doubt that
- this promoted trade with India, though the Tamil element Jed

to corruption and intrigue. .
+, Malacca, however, emulated not only the commerce but the
Lot rialism of Sri Vijaya and Majapahit. The reigns of Muzaffar
-4 “4nd ‘his son Mansur saw the conquest of the whole peninsula
/5 pouth ul;; Kﬁﬂkﬂh and Patani, and across the straits subju-
i 4 vof Rokan, Kampar, Indragiri and Siak on the opposite
‘:"g:é _$ of Sumatra. Mahmud, Malacca's last Sultan, conquered
7", Kedgh and Patani too, and he ceased to send tribute to Siam
delephants to Java, acknowledging only the suzerainty of

=
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i _annatims a conquered ruler fell in battle or was carried a
aptive to Malacca and his throne given to a Malacca prince,

‘Bomiétimes he was converted to Islam by the offer of a Malacea
icess- As in trade and impetialism, so in diplomacy dnd

inistration Malacca followed traditional hneqpﬁngﬁnuﬁm
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had been a Palembang raja married to a princess of Majapahit,
which had subjected his country, And just as Siam, for example,
had exacted an annual tribute of gold from Malacea, am:r as
Majapahit expected elephants and China pearls and tin, so
Malacca required tribute from all her dependencies in
return for which they got the protection of her fleets and
ﬂthi.nflkI:en. Over the smaller tributaries that had no king, -
BM ike Sungai Ujong, Klang, Selangor, Bernam, Bruas ahd

erak, were set governors with civil and criminal jurisdiction.

These governors were given the Sanskrit style of Mandulikas,
as 8ri Vijaya must have termed them, seeing that a fourteénth-
¢entury Trengganu inscription speaks of a Mandulika still in
office up the remote Trengganu River. Not till Malacea fell and
her governors were supplanted, or as in Negri Sembilan arro-

ted to themselves independence, did the title of Mandulika
ie out, surviving only in Jelebu, where today it is a meaningless
honerific.

" * The king of Pahang paid Malacca annual tribute of 5} Ib.
of gold, Indragiri and Kampar 14 Ib. each. Other dependencies
in Malaya paid tribute in tin, Sumatran states, Rokan, Rupat,
Siak and Tungkal paid no tribute but had to Sul])ply fighting
men at theirr own cost in time of war. The Celates, or sea-:
gipsies, of Bintang were requued to serve as rowers for certain® "
months of the year.

More important than tribute were the imports that came to
Malacca from the countries she subjected, imports that
attracted wholesale merchants from Gujerat and Coromandel
and Java and China to open warehouses in the port, and
brought with the south-west monsoon trading ships from India
" and with the north-east junks from China. Duarte Barbosa,
like all his countrymen, grows almost lyrical over the commerce

at Malacca, He tells how there came to the mediaeval port very

fine four-masted junks with cargoes of sugar, great store of fine
raw silk, porcelain, damasks, brocades and satins, musk and
rhubach, silver and pearls, gilded coffers, fans and other
baubles, In exchange for those cargoes the Chinese took away
r, incense, saffron, coral shaped and unshaped, vermilion,
silver, opium and drugs. Four-masted ships with rattan
cables - and ai;muda also came from Java, ships like no



36 o0 MALAYA AND ITS HISTORY, ;
. Etropean type, built of very thick timber, so that when the
hulls were no longer seaworthy, new planking could be fitted to.
 the old. The Javanese brought for sale finely wrought daggers

" and spears, gold and the foodstuffs of which, throughout her

* ' history,” Malacca has always stood in need. In return they

.+ s earried home cloths from Pulicat and Cambay, opium, rose-
| water, vermilion, vegetable dyes, silk, saltpetre, iron and drugs.’
17"\ From Malacca ships sailed to the Moluccas for cloves, to Timor
-~ 4or sandalwood, to Bandan for nutmegs and mace. All over the
‘archipelago Malacca distributed Indian cloths, Chinese

porcelain, iron knives and drugs. From Sumatra came gold and

* gamphor, Gold, indeed, was so abundant, says Tomé Pires,
that the leading merchants kept their accounts in bars of gold,

and the richest merchant could discharge three or four ships

and reload them from his own stock.

- Although they are dated 200 years later, the oldest Malay

port regulations extant, coming from Kedah, show that the

- - Malays administered their international ports on lines practised

_in India from the time of Chandra Gupta to the time of the

Great Moguls, They had rules fixing port fees and the duty
payable on exports like tin and elephants and on imports like
~cloth and slaves, They prescribed standard weights and

. -measures, and laid down rules for ships’ manifests and the

. collection by the port officers of money due to trading captains.

- "Tomé Pires records that at Malacca there were four port officers;
. or Bhahbandars, of different nationalities: one for the Gujeratis; .
.+ the most important of all; one for the Klings, Bengalis, Peguans

. and Pasai; one for vessels from the Malay archipelago, and one
" for vessels from China and Indo-China. They presented ships'
ains to the Prime Minister, allotted them warehouses, gave
. them lodgings if they had documents and ordered elephants
\ for them, All shipping from the west; Arabia, India, lon:
and Pegu, paid tgxed ‘dues_with presents to the Sulten; the
Bendahara, the Temenggong and the Shahbandar for. the
- nat on in question. No shipping from the east or the Mala
. atchipeldgo paid dues; it only gave presents. The value of all
@%ﬂga was determined by the Shahbandars, who were “sym-
athetic to the merchants and of the same nations as the
nierchants’””. Or the dues, payable on a large cargo might be

&
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assessed by a board of ten metchants in the presence of the

Temenggong. “The law and the taxes in Malacea were wells =
known.” And though there was some corruption, Malay

administration must have been competent and just to formgnm iy

to have attracted so much commerce to the port. el

- What 4 change from Parameswara’s little village of pmmum; Ui

- Muin)r fishermen, who lived partly at sea and partly ashore = =
3 gardcna nawl;»,r planted with bananas, jack-fruit, sugas -

‘cane and vegetables| In less than a century Vialacca had grown -

. into.a crowded port and the capital of an emperor, whaose court =+
-~ was thronged with Indian bravoes, bibulous mahouts with =

Hindu titles, Tamil merchants anxious to buy their way to

royal favour, missionaries of Islam eager to preach the most
recent of [ndm s faiths. Decadent that court was now under
weak, clever, half-caste libertine, who would go humbly and on

- foot to his Arab teacher to seek in mysticism a peace that did
-not belong to his temporal world, that world where fear made
' ‘him erder the murder of his uncle and of his eldest son, and

whm he could not save his panders from vengeance or his
country from the infidel invader. Yet for a while Mahmud saw
Malacca at the height of its achievement and prosperity.
According to Duarte Barbosa the Portuguese found it “the
richest sea-port with the greatest number of wholesale
merchants and abundance of shipping that can be met in the

 whole world”. Neither d’Albuquerque nor Barbosa could ever

have realized that already before their time Malacca under its

i Malay Sultans had played its most important réle in the history

of the Far East, and that rdle not as a great commercial port but
as the place from which Muslim missionaries were to spread

‘sover the Malay archipelago and change the lives and ideals of

millidns of Asiatics for centuries after the commerce of MaIaoca

; had become quite insignificant.

For the conversion of Indians to Islam brought to, thﬂ

.'__:;%gnp]& of Malacca new intellectual interests on the top of old,

he children in its mediaeval streets still knew by heart the
Hindu epic of the Ramayana, which Islam failed to banish from

the shadow-play that was the cinema of those days, But the
- -"-feﬁum;rcd gbout the court read or listened to the recital of

;biatnnﬁll romances like the tales of Amir Hamzah and
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Muhammad Hanafiah, and above all to the story of Alexander
ithe-Geeat, claimed as a hero of the Kuran. The v of ants,
the giraffe-riders, the cave-dwellers with one foot and one eye;
the place where angels told their beads above the sun and the
. moise of that luminary made Alexander faint; the great flies
 that stoned his troops and were driven away only when one of
. s ~their number was caught, saddled and mounted by a puppet
" rider; the angels, who pierced with lances the devils that dwelt
in Coptic ial.:lrﬁ&: the bird-worshipping Circassians in tiger-skin
tunics; the nude gymnosophists who marvelled that a mortal
should bother to subdue a world ; Gog and Magog ; the diamond
mines of Ophir and the copper walls of Jabalqa; the riding on
mares into the land of darkness and the visit to the spring of
life—these legends of Alexander were more effective propa-
ganda for Islam among an impressionable people, as yet mostly
ignorant of the new alphabet, than lessons in difficult Arabi¢
grammar.

Yet, again, the Malay stuck by tradition, turning naturally
to the study of Islamic mysticism from the esoteric magical
kngwledge of the Hindu. So keen was interest in theological

~ speculation that Sultan Mansur Shah sent the Pasai court a
"y present of yellow and purple brocade, a red lory and a brown
cockatoo, with a letter offering ¢ Ib. of gold-dust and
" two slave-girls to any theologian who could say if those in
heaven and those in hell remain in their respective places for
* ‘ever. Pasai's leading theologian told his Sultan in durbar that
, .they did, but one of his students went to him afterwards and.
suggested that Malacca would not have propounded a question
“ 'that was no conundrum at all. He added that s teacher could
1 Veasily explain that the esoteric answer was not to be blurted out
. toall :Eﬁ sundry, and he suggested what that esoteric answer
7 i-’-ﬂ"@a. It must have been the answer given in The Perfect Man, a
/1 "otk by al-Jili, a Baghdad mystic who died in 1417, leaving a
~ g o}' doctrine that spread to the Malays. al-Jili said that
9 pﬁﬁrm’ of endurance in the damned, being a divine gi
guished the fire of hell or else their torment changed to
gasure. Muhammadan romance, Muhammadan mysticism
nd Muhammadan law, all coming from India and tinged with
; _%ian ideas, were first studied in Malacca before being earried
b &1 '
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to the Moluccas, southern Sumatra, Java, Celebes and Borneo,
There is ample evidence that the Malays of Malacca in its brief
heyday were neither without the education of the period nor

without intellectual interests. Its court was the scene of \
literary activity stimulated by many contacts with Java, India
and Arabia. .

/
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CHAPTER ¥

A FAMOSA

; qPﬁRTUGAL s expansion overseas began as a riposte to ﬂm
__:'Meﬂrlsh invasion of Iberia. Her armadas were built not to
' 'challenge the trade or the galleys of Genoa and Venice but -
" as a sailing fleet to challenge the Atlantic. Year by year they
- wentured farther down the coast of Africa. In 1488 Bartolomeu
Dias doubled the Cape. In 1498 Vasco da Gama landed at
Calicut, piorieer of the route to India. By the capture of Goa
on 25 November, 1510, Affonso d'Albuquerque secured a base
from which F’urtugucsn carracks could sail farther east to dis-
- pute with paynim kings the produce of the Spice Islands and
the trade with the Great Khan.
o With that objective the first European ships to reach
-~ Malayan waters sailed into the Malacca roads on 1 August,
~1509. Their admiral, Diogo Lopez de Sequeira, asked per-
.+~ mission to land one uf his officers with presents and a letter
. from King Manuel, The crowd on the beach, never having
- seen Europeans, took the bearded envoys to be white Bengalis,
' One of them, a captain, wanting to present the Prime Minister
~witha gold ch:un flung it over his head, a grave insult accor
- to Malay ideas, thnugh the Bendahara passed the incident’
. remarking: “Ta]:a no notice, These fellows have no mannﬂm.
i Meanwhile, all the Indian merchants urged a Holy War a
- infidels, of whose interference with Indian teade tﬁuy had ea:rd
-+ alarming reports. A plot was hatched to seize the Portﬂgm&aﬂ
* flest while de Sequeira and his men were being entertained on -
; ggﬂ ‘But a Javanese strumpet revealed the Malay design'to -
Portuguese lover, and the Malays could only kidnap some
20 Portuguese who were ashore buying cloves. Unable to effect
© their release, de Sequeira burnt two of his ships for want. of
or¢ws and sailed away. His errand had served its purpose. md
rovided a casus bells.

On 2 May, 1511, d’Albuquerque left Cochin for Bﬁh@n
h; wi:h 16 al'ups (of whmh one was wrn-::lwd on tha va-jeagﬁ} -an_d,-a'
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force of 8co Portuguese and 300 Malabari fighting men. With
the same fanfare of trumpets and crash of artillery that later
were to affront Canton his beflagged fleet sailed into Malacca

hatbour on an evening early in July. There was a pretence’of

arley, d’Albuguerque demanded the return of the s
E‘ﬂrm_ guese prisoners. Sultan Mahmud requested him to with=
“draw his fleet from inshore. d'Albuquerque withdrew  hiss
#mialler vessels only, waited six days and then burnt %
houses on the foreshore and all the shipping in the harboug |

P |

éxcépt Hindu and Chinese junks, At last the Sultan réturned . ©

the prisoners, and agreed to pay for all de Sequeira had lost
and to grant a site for a fortress. Communications from the
ghote then ceased and the Malays decked their stockades with
flags. The Chinese of the five junks that had been spared said
that beside the Malays Malacca held 20,000 foreign warriors,
20 war-elephants, plenty of artillery, arms and provisions. The
Chinese doubted if it would fall except from starvation.
/" & Meither the size of the port nor the fears of the Chinese
deterted d’'Albuguerque. Two hours before dawn, on 25 July,
1511, being St. '}amas’s Day, a trumpet sounded on his flag-
ip for the Portuguese captains and men to assemble for con-
fession and absolution before they risked their lives for pride of
arms and greed for trade and, what atoned for all, the spreading
of the true faith, The key to their prize was the bridge over the
Malacca River, That bridge gained, the Sultan's stockades and
forces would be divided. Twenty thousand men divided against
1roo! But the Portuguese soldiers were disciplined and
fanatical, and their artillery outranged the Malay guns, The
first day of the assault saw a great part of the city burnt and
the mosque and a bridge-head captured, but, his enemy’s forma-
tion intact, d'Albuquerque dared not risk a night ashore, and
retreated to his ships with 7o wounded. The Malay Annals
late how, as his enemy retired, the Sultan’s son sat on his
¢lephant indifferent to fite, while an Arab, his religious teacher,
olung to the howdah and begged his young patron to remove
from a bridge that was no place to ponder the unity of God.
«, 'The Malays now repaired the stockades on the bridge and
»‘doubled their artillery; they even gave their Javanese mer-
- cendries arrears of pay and three months’ pay in advance,

]
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d'Albugy querque, for his equipped a tall armoured junk to
overtop the bridge he lg:dftto take, but the junk at- onde ran
aground and for nine days stuck on a sandbank, Even his grim

' captains began to be doubtful of success, but before the in-

vincible mind of their Viceroy there was always the vision of
Cairo and Mecca deprived of trade and ruined, and of a
luxutious Venice that would dine without spices unless she

' 'bought from Portugal at Portugal’s own price. So on Friday,
i 8 August, the tall junk was floated and grappled to the bridge.

The Portuguese fire overcame the defence. d’Albuquerque
landed, and his men being worried by the fire of bombards
from the house-tops, he cleared the streets with orders not to
spare man, woman or chuld. The rich port was won, Three
thousand pieces of artillery were captured, though the only
deaths among the invaders were due to poisoned arrows,
Six bronze lions from some Malay royal grave
d'Albuquerque chose for his own tomb. Jewellery and brocaded
howdahs and gold-plated palanquins he would have presented
to his King Manuel and Queen Maria, along with women
embroiderers and many young girls and youths of noble famil
but lions and palanquins and embroiderers, all were lost in Lgc

| wreck of the Flor de la Mar off Sumatra.

However, before he embarked on the Flor de la Mar,
_d’Albuquerque took over the Sultan’s 1500 slaves and scoured
the countryside for fugitive Malays to be put in chain-gan
and set to break up the graves of their bygone kings and, wlg
.gtone from them and from mosques, to gu:!d a great fortraaa.
A Famosa, on the sea-shore. He prepared a commemorative
»gi:b with the name of his principal officers, but as they fell out

er the order of precedence he turned its graven face inwards
bﬁqu a gateway and on the outer face caused to be carved
guem reprobaverunt edificantes—""The stone which the
uilders rejected.” Having completed A Famosa, issued a néw,
;m.u'bgcy in gold, silver and tin, and executed a Javanese hegads .

iigmn for seizing the slaves and properties of the Malay chiefs

'
=
1.-':

for trying to corner imported rice, at the end of the ua&'
uquerque left for Goa, lucky to escape with his life
_ ipwreck that lost him his lions and paln.nquim
mbm&m Communications in those days were 0
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that it was 6 June, 1513, before the puissant and invincible
King Manuel reported to His Holiness PoPe Leo X that
Malacca had been captured and was left by d’Albuquerque in
shoChMge of 6oo of the best soldiers and a well-armed fleet off-
re. '
Those forces were needed. For here, in hostile seas, ;hul:- "
. Portuguese stood alone, hated for their cruelty and greed,” .~
Aighters whose victories never led to friendly alliances, adminis-/{-" |
trators who divided mankind into Catholics, heretics, heathens <
and Moors, officials deprived of home influences, young, . /.
arrogant, dissolute and grasping. :
The conquest of Malacca made enemies of the fugitive
Sultan Mahmud and his heirs and of their relatives in Perak
and Pahang. Frequently, by his fleets or by his influence over
Sumatran ruleis, Mahmud cut off the food supplies of his
former capital. Portuguese ships were captured by Malay war-
boats, and when some Portuguese landed in Pahang they were
ven the choice of embracing Islam or being blown from guns, -
1534 Malay warriors killed even a brother of Malacca's
ortuguese Captain on the Muar River. In 1586 the Sultan of
Johore, one of Mahmud's famly, invested Malacca by land and
sea, summoning to his aid his house’s ancient fiefs, the
Minangkabaus of Naning and Rembau, so that the Portuguese
Viceroy had to call for loans from Goa Bassein and Chaul in
order to equip a force to raise the siege. Punitive expeditions
up the Johore River gave only temporary relief. In the end
Johore helped the Dutch to capture A Famosa.
Portuguese insistence on monopolies also made her many
eneimies at Malacea and elsewhere, The first trouble came from
the Javanese, who found this new rule irksome after a Malay
administration on lines they understood and appreciated for its
tact and compromise. When a revolt in the Javanese quarter of
the port had been quelled, an attack by 10,000 Javanese from
over the séa had to be beaten off. Then came a grave menace
from a new power, Acheh. The fall of Malacca and the Portu-
guesé intolerance of all Mushms, as well as their arrogation of
monaopolies, had attracted to a port that lay outside the range of

the. gm patrol merchants from India, Ceylon and even

who congregated there in quest of pepper and tin. If

i
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A.ehah u-:mld oust the- Eumpean intruder from Malacea, it
gghrhapc to step into. the place of Sri Vijaya and the Malama
s
In 1 53?, therefore, some 3000 Achinese attemp‘ted o
_surpr:ae Famosa, only to be driven back from turch-,hr 3
: .ﬁﬂmpaxts The worst fright Acheh gave the fort was in 15
- whén an Achinese fleet sailed by night into the harbour, mug
_‘geven fishermen and, cutting off their noses, ears and feet, sent
-~ the Partug'uese a chnﬂange written in their blood. “The City
%gas in an Uproar . . , Simao de Mello was as sensible of the
ng of Acheh’s cowardice, as if it had been an outrage; so
. ggered were the walls of that Fortress, as if to march towards
- them had been an insolence, to look on them a Crime.” But for"
" want of forces Simao de Mello refused the challenge, where-
. “upon St. Francis Xavier, prophesying the timely arrival of two
- galliots, persuaded some merchants to fit out a fleet. The galliots
artived, and with the improvised fleet set out in search of the
Auhmese marauders. Meanwhile, the royal cousins of Johore,
‘Perak and Pahang sailed into "v'Iuar estuary and stayed there for
three days, to the terror of the Portuguese. But on Sunday.
- morning, while preaching, St. Francis Xavier fell into a trance -
and saw the little improvised fleet from Malacca drubbing the
" 20 great vessels of the Achinese away on the Perlis River, In'
1551 the mere rumour that a Portuguese fleet had left to harry
the harbours of Johore, Perak and Pahang caused the Ma.Iaﬁm
~to leave their Javanese allies in the lurch after they
G- husu:ged A Famosa for three months. In 1568 even m—atas
were impressed to help withstand another siege by an Auihmc b
rmada, It seemed there could be no end to the triangular duel
¢n Malacca, Acheh and the Malays, when the exclusion
a‘qhhur ships from Portuguese harbours brought the Dutch {57
n seas,
‘Even Acheh and Johore had caused Malacca such trouble.
8 its Malay Sultans had nevér seen. Under Malay rule no
enemy had landed at Malacca, and, their arms always victori=
aus, the Sultans by placating the defeated enlarged their trade
sread and encouraged settlers at home, In return for tribute
teir flects protected the countries that a.eltmwleiiga;l J!hl:ii:
ﬂrg;r ﬁ.ﬁdsr the Purtuguase, Malan-:a cn;nye& femm
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ce, and its people often had to flee within the walls of the

ort for safety. And Portugal gave no return to Asiatics for the
taxes wrung from them. Only the Catholic Church cared for
the welfare of any Orientals, and then only for the welfire of
canverts and potential converts. For those converts there was

the diversion of watching the pageantry of religious processions . |

ag splendid in their way as the pageantry of the former
court, with its processions of all);hnnts, bands and umbrelfas; /
In 1551, when good news came from St. Francis Xavier 411 -
China, the Captain of the Fort, with men-at-arms, clergy and.
tratns, proceeded through decorated streets to Our Lady
magia Mount. Four Japanese, brought to see the opulence of
natiom that worship Christ, were publicly baptized. And the
hf was devoted to dancing, fireworks and the ringi
5}%7 the whole city turned out to welcome the skull of
ntm Qf the Eleven Thousand Virgins martyred with St, Ursula.
88, when Don Paulo da Lima had destroyed the capital of
,]' oin rwenga for Johore's siege of Malacea, he and his men
w their return by the Bishop and all the clergy,
in the lmdd]u of the bridge the victor was crowned with a
chaplet of flowers as he knelt in front of a crucifix. Or again, in
1622, when the people were dying of pestilence and famine,
there was an efficacious procession of penance to the Church of
St. Stephen, where a statue of Nossa Senhora dos Remedios
had wept for more than a week.
It was due to Catholic missionaries that in one respect
 Partugal was in advance of any European rule in Malaya down
to- the time of Stamford Raffles. It felt and exhibited concern
for the spiritual welfare of Asiatics, and in 1548 there was
ed a school for the teaching of Portuguese and Latin.
miu a few days there were 180 pupils, and the school
survived to modern times, to be promoted the Cu]lege of St.
Paul and enter candidates for the Cambridge examinations. Its
:&%ml pupils must have been only the children of Portuguese,
olic Eurasians and Catholic converts, But when a Viceroy
ghmgetl the religious orders with trespassing on the govern-
niént revenue by continual begging, the clergy could reply that
n#va’ﬁff{ntﬂ they did not Bpend the money on themselves, and
thaﬁimvﬁml corruption which emptied the pubhc coffers.
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" ‘Malacca was the scene of St. Francis Xavier's most famous

' " miracles, but when he left it he shook the dust off his feat and
* ordered the members of the Society of Jesus to abandon'a plm ;

- so wicked.

+ 0w i *When you confess Captain, Factors, or any other
' - officials of the King," wrote St. Francis Xavier, “ﬁet complete
_information of the way they get their living. Ask if they pa
" < taxes, if they make monopolies, if they help themselves wi
o+ the King's money for their own business and so on. They

- ¢ will answer you that they owe nothing to anybody. . . .
"1 Really they are under obligation to restore much to many."

' As early as 1514 Tomé Pires wrote that “Malacca should

-be provided with excellent officials, expert traders, lovers of

- _peace, not arrogant, quick-tempered, undisciplined, dissolute,

- but sober and elderly, for Malacca has no white-haired official.””

i The system of government was rapacious and heartless, and

it passed on those vices to its officials. Tomé Pires talks of a

‘- Malay Bendahara owning 640 1b. of gold, but it is doubtful if any

* Malay chief made the £20,000 a year taken by the Portuguese
. Chief Justice from fines and fees, much less the £50,000 and
. more got by the Captain yearly from perquisites and illegal
“- . trade. Spices could be sold only to the Captain’s m *

. —and-a Captain put his merchandise on the King’s ships or
+ other vessels without paying freight. Even when customs
 duties were fixed, the Captains demanded from every ship-a
‘huge present, though this was forbidden on pain of excommuni-

DI
%+ Buf apart from rapacity and corruption, Portugal’s empire.
ﬁ'ﬁﬁ}r two cogent reasons. Her population was far too small for
- @mpire in any shape. And her ﬁtmd of Muslims, which had.

« preserved her in Europe, ruined her trade with Indian and
alay. Muslims and added fuel to her perpetual warfare. © =
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CHAPTER VI '

THE DUTCH AT MALACCA

An the seven years after 1595 no fewer than 65 Dutch ships *© =
© wisited Eastern waters. Then in 1602 the Netherlands, comwi.
pelling the amalgamation of several smaller companies, gaved -

~“monopoly to its famous East India Company, with permission’ -
to make settlements and conclude treaties in the name of the

' ﬁ@.\"emment. When a Governor-General was appointed, ‘he
ved first in the Moluccas, the spice islands, until in 1619 Jan
Pieterszoon Coen, conquering Jakatra in Java, chose Batavia =~ *
for the Company’s capital, :
. From early days the Dutch company had two objects: to
destroy the trade of her competitor, Portugal, on sea, and to -
tre Malacca, the rival of Batavia for the commerce of the

: o '::".

fy archipelago and the Far East,
o Ascearly as 1603 Goa, seat of Portugal’s Viceroy, was com-
_F'_llﬁni'ng that the Dutch had seized one of its ships voyaging
rom San Tomé to Malacca, three or four more ships taking -
money to Bengal, and off Johore the Santa Catharina, richest
carrack that had ever left China. The cargo of the Santa
Catharina was sold at Amsterdam for more than 1,500,000 -
uilders, and today the Dutch still term the thinnest and finest”
(ehina “carrack porcelain” after this prize, Early in 160s
_another carrack was captured off Patani, the St. Anthony, with
2 cargo of 120 tons of sugar, 268 tons of tin, 223 fardels of
- Chinese camphor, go fardels of agilawood, 18 leaden boxes of
 musk balls, 11 boxes of vermilion, 22 boxes of Chinese fans,
209 fardels of raw silk and 475 of vellow silk, 6000 pieces of - -
~patterned porcelain, 10 casks of porcelain coarse and fine, some™ -
gilded couches, benzoin, velvet, woven silk, damask, taffeta and
- tboxes of gold wire. By 1635 the Dutch were intercepting all
_ 11’9’%@31'5 ships, and the trade of Malacca was ruined. °

e

. “For the capture of Malacca as well as for trade the Dutch, :

. tolerant of Islam and indifferent to all but commerce, tried to.

_-keep on good terms with Johore and Acheh. In the very ficst
iAoy 4T B Py
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year of the Company’s existence Jacob van Heemskerck was

“sent to Johore to represent the Dutch as allies against the hated

“Portuguese. After the capture of the Santa Catharina, Johore
-accepted a Dutch factor and sent two Malay envoys to Holland.
In - 1606 Admiral Matelief made a treaty promising to help

. Johore capture Malacca in return for the right of the Dutchto .

. 1keep the town itself, and to trade with Johore free of dutﬁ'. and
* ., b 'the exclusion of all other Europeans, The treaty was followed” *

by the first Dutch siege of Malacca, which the threat of a utrag %
_Portuguese fleet from Goa caused Matelief to abandon,

" _revenge, Portugal attacked the capital of Johore, In the next
attack on Malacca Johore took no part. The following years
saw Johore, Perak, Pahang and Kedah overrun by Acheh,
which, carrying on the traditional imperialism of Sri Vijayg,
Majapahit and Malacca for the enlargement of her commerge
punished any Malay rapprochement with Portugal, the hatui
enemy and rival in trade of all Moors. From 1637 onwards
Johore remained the constant ally of the Dutch. The Dutch
controlled the Straits of Malacca, and in 1639 their captains
were drinking to the man who should be the first Dutch

. governor of Malacca that year, a toast still premature.

But on 19 May, 1640, at the castle of Batavia, Antonio van

' Diemen, Governor-General, the Council of India and the
‘Directors of the East India Company announced that from time

. to time they had considered the capture of Malacca, not only

* " for the expansion of trade but to strengthen influence an
/%' préstige over neighbouring monarchs and princes, and now
pmoment was opportune as there was intelligence that the
“+.gatrison was weak, the leaders at variance and supplies scarce;
. ‘w.also the assistance of Acheh and Johore was expected, As -
3 i% Major to conduct the siege, the Company appointed <

sididrisen Antonisz, ex-Field-Marshal of their Ceylon campaign, .

/' It was récognized that only a strong European army stood ang 1
(i} chance of capturing A Famosa, with its walls 32 feet dud
47 1sa4 feet thick, and its garrison of 260 Portuguese and two ot
“three thousand half-castes and Asiatics, The Dutch bloekade' '
//40f the port started at the beginning of June 1640, but it!%was.
;. mottill 3 August that a landing was effected. At first the Cap .
+ %, 7/ Major was urged to press the attack vigorously so as to save

% k G -’,-:‘u v ! L br .-:F:"'..:f:.;';l
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troops from the epidemics common during the autumn of
fruits and obnoxious smells. But soon it was seen that Malacea
was “‘not a cat to be handled without gloves”, The Directors
chose a successor to Adrisen Antonisz in case anything ‘should
to him, reminding him that “all of us are mortal and .+,
thoge nearest the fire get burnt first”, L a1
»"The precaution was not without reason. Both AntonisZ and;
his successor died of sickness, On 5 September the Duteh,
forces numbered 2283 men on land and sea; by 4 December.
malaria, plague and dysentery had reduced that total to 1764,
Of the 2000 to 2500 Malays of Johore, Naning and Rembau -
mn fell sick, but the healthy did much damage to rice-crops,
its and vegetables, as well as helping in the blockade by sea.
So, in addition to sickness, the besieged came to suffer the
ah?on:,r of famine, being driven to eat dogs, cats, rats and the °
des of animals, It was estimated that 7000 died, The Dutch
sent priests with a white flag to invite surrender, They wers
drivén away from the walls. Letters were then tied to rockets dnd
fired into the city, but to no purpose. At 2 a.m. on 14 January,
1641, a Dutch force of 650 men set out to carry the fort and city
by assault. By 10 a.m. that morning A Famosa had fallen, The
siege had lasted five months and twelve days and cost the Dutch
1000 men killed in the fighting or carried off by sickness.
*The Dutch ascribed the length of the siege to the defection
of the Sultan of Acheh owing to a grudge against Johore, to
the failure to effect a complete blockade, to epidemics and tb
the exéellent valour of the Portuguese Governor, Manuel da
Sousa Coutinho, whom they buried with military pomp two
* days after the fortress had fallen,
’Jgﬁiﬂ. bastions of A Famosa were given new names: St,
Doriiags became Victoria, Madre Deos was changed to Emilia,
, the Eleven Thousand Virgins gave place to Henriette Louise,
 Jago to Wilhelmus, and Courassa, a spacious sea-washed
t; became Fredrick Hendrick. The bastions no longer
oré Witness to the glory of God, but to the glory of the
rigors’ of unmitigated trade, and the walls of A Famosa,
o td breathe the enchantment of Rome and the Middle
catne a stronghold for ledgers,
§ they had captured the port the Dutch con-
i v D
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mﬁm& ,u: Ihelr legal right to continue the "tu]ls licences and
. the cruising in the Straits instituted by the Portuguese for the
~+ maintenance of the nghta of Malacca and now deyolved. on us
£ by right of conquest”,

G O -]mpurt duties were imposed with discrimination of natmﬂ-ﬂ

on Portuguese goods than on the cargoes of other

5 u&n‘tfﬂna, but much as” Portuguese trade was resented, it wae

nerally esteemed more profitable to let their al:uf-s. enter
oy %uteh harbours, pay dues and attract customers by their wares,
-~ than to drive them to foreign ports. Moors perpetually damaged
" the Company’s trade, so that in 1698 the duty payable by them
- and other private traders was raised to 20 per cent. In 1699 the
- import duty on European imports was similarly raised, and later
" ..such imports were for a while forbidden, A very important
" dutiable article was cloth. Rice and other foodstuffs, buffaloes
.- and slaves, if first offered to the Company, were free of dut}r

* - ‘owing to Malacca's constant need of them.

s No ships, unless of a nation specially exempted, could a&li'
- in the Straits of Malacca without calling at Malacca and taking

5 '*""."_um a pass, on penalty of confiscation. At times no passes were

nted to Indian ships bound for Acheh and Perak, so that
 should have no chance to violate the Dutch monnpb!mﬁ l:rf

'tm and: pepper.
. For, another Portuguese nght the Netherlands East Imiia
1 ff@mpany attempted to exercise was the exclusive purchase at
its own price of spices, sandalwood, cloth and tin, But without

<

Susuhunan of Mataram was made to order public

) :‘r:h in a lodge on the Perak River were mur&m:&ﬂ

“-amount of tin sold to the Dutch by Perak, untilin. 1786 the
oundin nf' the free purt of Penang klII:d the. Dl.'ltcﬂ_

' 1 varied from time to time. In some years a higher duty was

ntermission its tin monopoly was challenged by A-:hmeaa,.

- Javanese, Moors and Bengalis, though Dutch cruisers

‘blogkaded the coasts of Kedah, Perak and Lln% and the -5
ogg

Javahese who tried to run the Perak blockade. oo tﬁf i

¥s who refused to be hectored into selling, tin at" ‘thh_.' ;
ﬂampanys low price. Then the decay of Acheh mcruaséa the

ﬁﬂﬂf i
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evade Dutch restrictions. In 1641 the “modest unpretentious"
Sultdin promised to refuse Moors eng to his State without
passes from Malacca, and to sell half Kedah’s output of tin to
the Company, Kedah, however, was too close to India and tpo
favoured by the monsoons not to prosecute its trade in tin and
elephants with the Muslim and European merchants of India,
Bo the “modest unpretentious” Sultan continued to deal it
tin, elephants and calico with ships from Bengal, Coromande] '-
and Java, and to let Moorish cloth be sent overland to Patari,
ﬁﬁr and Pahang. The Dutch attempt at a blockade was inter-

ble, but the cheapness of the Moorish cloths in Kedah
attracted a large Malay and Javanese traffic, and the Dutch
consoled themselves by the reflection that if the Moors had not
got the trade, it would still have been taken from them by the
English, the Portuguese, the French and the Danes.

\ Like the Portuguese, the Dutch had not yet learnt the need
of empire to exclude European rivals from trade and to crush
local opposition to monopolies. They wanted no territory other
than the port of Malacea, but they had inherited Naning, and
its Minangkabau inhabitants had helped them to evict the
Portuguese. So at first they demanded nothing from them but
a tithe of their rice-crops, which was a foolish and irritating
tax in view of Malacca’s interminable need of foodstuffs. The
Minangkabaus proved so recalcitrant that several Dutch
expeditions were sent to exterminate them. But before the
Japanese invasion only the Portuguese knew where to fight and
whpare to stop fighting in Malaya, Once 3700 hhnanfkahaus
ravaged Malacca’s countryside. At last in place of tithe the
Dutch company had to be content with the annual tribute of
L4600 quart measures of rice, a concession its British successor

ked to its great cost and shame,

1. The eternal greed of the Company overreached itself,

was drained of men and money, not only by wars in
_ but by fighting in the East provoked by blockades and
piratical methods of enforcing monopolies and diverting trade
to her’ ports. In the middle of the eighteenth century the

* "Cofpany employed, besides 3500 sailors, 18,000 slaves and

sthe army pay-roll amounted to 5,500,000 guilders
ure on forts and factories.

45260




o MALAYA AND ITS HISTORY. -~
Being more efficient, Dutch exploitation was éven more
ritious than the Portuguese. The system was wholly bad, as
fes recognized so clearly and so indignantly, and it corrupted
its agents, whose dishonesty further helped to bankrupt the -
‘Company. Officials engaged in private trade, sometimes under- .
“fictitious names, and even resigned to sell their experience for -
‘high wages under foreign competitors. A young Dutch IpD!‘b-
“officer at Malacca has described his life there in 1786, “T lead -
‘¢ the life ‘of a prince. I live in the finest house in the town and
have a nice country-place which I occupy when shipping is
- slack, I further have a splendid property at Tanjong Kling on
hich four villages are situated. I cannot tell you the exact -
*'number of my slaves but it is over sixty. I have my coach and
‘i, three sets of horses and two saddle-horses. I have ala
. office staff. The most arduous part of my task is to receive
'~ 'money and sign my name.” ST
5 In 1798 the Batavian Republic took over the remaining"
" “possessions of a bankrupt Company that with the grossest =
# faults had yet created for Holland a colonial empire, L s ]
~ Malacca, under the Dutch, sank to be the province of a -
_ govemor, as a capital for the Company’s operations had already -~ -
< been opened at Batavia, When it fell into Dutch hands, out ofs
- population of 20,000 only 3000 remained. A quarter of a century . -

k

Jater there were 4884 persons living in 137 brick and 583 palm- -
af houses. That total was made up of 145 Dutch burghers, |
409 Portuguese Eurasians and “blacks”, 426 Chinese, §47

yrs and Hindus, 588 Malays, 10z Bugis and 1607 slaves, .




CHAPTER VII
THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS

PENANG "
I 1592 the first British ship ever to reach the Straits of Malaged
gnchered off the island of Penang (Betel-Nut Island), whers
néarly 200 years later the British were to create the first of their
Straits Settlements. The ship was the Edward Bonaveriure, -
commanded by Edward Lancaster, and she was wrecked and
never got home with the pepper, silk, taffctas and Venetian

ss that her sick crew pirated from Portuguese vessels bound

or Malacca down the halcyon “Ladies’ Sea”.

A few years later the East India Company had a dozen
factortes in the Malay archipelago and one at Patani in Siamese
Malaya, but unable to withstand competition backed by the
Dutch government, or alternatively to aﬂg:e the cost of gun:h
forts, troops and fleets, it decided in 1623 to abandon Malayan
spices for the calicoes of India. Individual Englishmen, how-

,, continued to drive a large private trade, especially with
Kedah, so temptingly close across the Bay of Bengal. _
~ . Then in 1782 war with France, Holland and Haider Ali
digeovered the need of a station on the east of that bay, where

"4 squadron could be stationed and disabled ships could be

. srevictualled and careened for repairs during the south-west "

' ~imonsoon. A port of call, too, was wanted for East Indiamen

. "Hound'to and from China. Penang’s suitability for these pur-

posedas well as for local trade had been urged already for years

v ayoung Suffolk trading caFta'm, Francis Light. And in 1785,

2ight got from the Sultan of Kedah a document leasing the -
dlnost uninhabited island to the East India Company with the
stipulation that the Company would help him with men,
nunitions and the loan QF money against the attack of any
1 i 'I'u thq intcriﬂr. Thﬂ Cﬂmpm}r gu-amntﬂtd th.at thﬂ
an should guffer no financial loss, and, evidently convinced

il
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thiat money was the real key to possession, appointed Light
stiperintendent of Penang and allowed him to hoist the British
flagiover it on 17 July, 1786. But in compliance with Pitt's Act
of 1784 the Company had to refer to the British Government
- gny agreement that might lead to war, because (after its loss of
:Eb_Amaﬂmn colonies) “schemes of conquest and extensions’
bf dominions” were “‘measures repugnant to the wish, the
> hanour and policy of the nation". Light had to explain this fo
74 | the Bultan, but a few months after he had occupied the island
. heinformed Bengal that Kedah feared Siam and that he had
" * ‘told the Sultan the British would assist him! Not till January
) ﬁ did he get the Government's decision vetoing any treaty
) that might involve military operations against any Eastern
" ptince. Mr, Light “might employ the countenance or influence
of the Company for the security of the King of Kedah . . .
strictly guarding against any Acts or Declaration that may
involve the honour, credit or troops of the Company”.
Eedah was to fall a vietim to Britain's good intentions. But
the Sultan of Kedah did not understand and tried to retake '
his island by ferce. Light defeated his quondam friend, and in [
‘1791 a treaty was signed guaranteeing the Sultan §6000 a year
*, for the island, a sum raised to $10,000 a year when, in rg::;,
Kedah ceded a strip on the opposite mainland (since called !
Province Wellesley) in order that the British might have |
unh;pgntc control of the harbour and a local source of fopd- i‘
_ supplies, [, !
+ +__But Kedah's fear of Siam was not exaggerated. In 1816.ghe .
* .Wias, ordéred to conquer Perak for Siam. With commeréial |
. %' <impartiality the East India Company sold muskets and, gun- '
* = {powder to Kedah and tried to persuade Perak to send ‘
o 1&*’%& to terms with Bangkok. Kedah's conquest of Perak 1
¥y 4‘111& placate Siam. In 1821 the state was invaded by the
41 ] se under the Chau Phya of Ligor, who had recently sént, ~ .
| LU tin 'to the Governor of Penang and asked for a gun, two or flifeg. . -
5 Cyjouing.“‘caffre” girls and a pair of handsome spectacles st f 4
~for'a man fifty or sixty years old. Malays captured durin;
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delay his pursuers, For the néxt 2o years His %
plotted to recover his State with the help of neighbouring
rulers and Burma, The Company was not a little anxious ahﬁnl.
Siamls recognition of its title to Penang, but whenever possible
Penang interceded on behalf of the Sultan. Captain -
as an envoy to Bangkok in 1826, retorted to critics’ h 5 u

Penang that no one could negotiate with Siam without means f
(émploying intimidation, that a Siamese viceroy had wanted: X
!nm hdnged for making representations about Kedah beyond: -

hiis instructions, and that British territory would lose 10,000
Malays if the Sultan were restored. In 1827 the Penang govern-
ment asked the Recorder if the order of the Governor-General
was legal justification for the use of arms to remove to Malacca
a Sultan whose plotting had long embarrassed its neutrality, |
Sir John Claridge, the Recorder, in a minute ‘“‘altogethet
unprecedented and unbecoming”, gave his opinion that whether
wartanted or not, such a proceeding would disgrace the British
-EE‘;L ¢ would not have his name mixed up with it. Several times.

ultan’s adherents attacked the Siamese in Kedah in vain,

But the Chau Phya of Ligor died and Siam grew tired of
unprofitable guerilla wars. In 1842 Sultan Ahmad Taju'd-din's
persistence was rewarded and he was allowed to return to
Kedah as its ruler. But the government of Kedah remained
mediaeval, until in 1905, Kedah being on the verge of bank-
ruptey, Siam appointed a British adviser, who induced the
Sultan to appoint a State Council. In 1909 Siam transferred
its guzerainty over Kedah to Great Britain.

QEB for Penang, apart from these foreign relations, its ea‘rljl'
gnstqrrm the sorry record of its administration.

v Maracca

sanwhile European politics had given Great Britain a
' over Malacca 30 years before 1t became British territory.
Jafter the French Revolution an alliance between France
"4 Ba tavian Republic made every Dutch fort in the East
potential base for French warships, so that to safe-
YR pq-ssessmm and conserve those of her ally, the




e MALAYA AND 17§ HISTORY

T, exiled: Etadtholdur. Great Britain took over Malﬂnca antI latér
"-'_mi’mﬂ Java by force of arms. The Dutch Governor 'of Malacea '
_.,:;a.mtermmnd e British officers to dinner after théir arrival, and .
‘when he left, “the council deemed indispensable for legal
-~ ‘administration was retained against its will”’. But expecting fo
have to hand Malacca back to the Dutch, the East India
'.Et;*m y spent two years and thousands of pnundson demoligh~
t perfect specimen of a mediaeval fort, A Famosa, in case
' Britain might ever have to attack the settlement| The Directors -
ey ";@m talked of remu'l.ung the 15,000 inhabitants to Penang, so
-« that never again might Malacca be the rival of that northern = |
S brt ‘Fortunately, in 1808 Thomas Stamford Raffles, later the - |
- founder of Singapore, went on a holiday from Penang to & place
s ;_-\;m vwhich Malay research had interested him, and he dissuaded
" ‘the Directors by a report on Malacca’s valual:-Ic buildings, its |
"+ eultivated fields and its constant revenue, and by a plea that the :
. Upeople considered British faith pledged for their protection,
115 '_Mt.n: ‘the downfall of Napoleon, the Convention of London in .
.+ ‘2814 returned Malacca (and Java) to Holland, but it was not; -
bl ;thLIEIB that the Dutch took Malacca back, s,nd then in 1824 - b
‘. "the Treaty of London ceded it finally to Great Britain, His ‘| ¢
"Hdthnr]anda Majesty engaging never to form any astabllahnmnt sl

AR L TR R T R S LN

ya.
The history of British Malacca is the history of its adminia- o
_!:rattnn and of war with Naning (p 79), the little Minang-
-_kaba.u gtate on its boundary. Though in 1801 the English Had =
made a treaty (voidable, if the Dutc%m returned) with Naningas |

at least a semi-independent tributary State, an industrious
2 ﬂpﬁmtcndcnt of Lands, Mr. Lewis, wrongly told Governor =
Fullerton that Naning was part of Malacea territory ‘and that
_revenue was being lost by the remission of a tithe of its. Ia;ga"- s
; ﬁfmp:ﬁp Perhaps Dutch merchants in° Malicca  sps
umours disturbing to Naning, in the hope of reaping the
'ﬁtﬁﬂfﬂ war. Anyhow, the fears of the Penghulu (or. qﬁ}gf
aning were aroused, and he ended by claiming absolute
r'fqpqnﬂcnce So in July.183r ‘150 sepoys with two Six-: .
inders dragged by bullocks were despMCHGd to Naning, but
- hog m;:d ];ad thmr retreats felling of
< ~with
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coats had to fetire “expeditiously” to Malacca, where ‘‘fear

whqs‘pamd that every bush concéaléd a Malay and converted

stick into a musket barrel”, The safe retreat of the sepoys

«.w,s in fact due to the adroitness of a Malay leader, who l'nawng A

saved his State considered 1t absurd not to acce t $500 Al
the get back to Malacca as soon as possi la I g;.u

iulu ‘Abdu’l-8ayid of Naning now complained the:
had shot a warrior sent to escort the Assistant Rbatﬂh]!dﬁ‘
" and he sacrificed on the warrior’s grave six out of seven Malaegan.,
eonvicts captured during the “war”, keeping the seventh to’ ©
read the Kuran to him. He also wrote to the King of Englanda,
letter of protest. '
Too late the officials at Malacca discovered that Naning
was within its nghts in oh_]c::u:lg to any tithe, the Igﬂﬁ
having commuted it into nominal tribute since 1765. But now
jungle warfare, with its uncertainties, was inevitable. To kee
open a way of retreat, a road 6oo feet wide was cut at the rate
three ot four miles a ‘month over the 22 miles to Naning. Even
s the British Colonel was nervous, complaining of “ttoo
knotked up” and acting on the defensive against enemies WIE3
never numbered more than 100 men. The Penghulu of Nanin
swore to hamstring all the buffaloes of anyone who sm
the British with transport. In the end, a force of friendly
from Rembau surprised the Penghu]u at his dinner and hraE:
the Naning defence. Promised a pardon, Penghulu ‘Abdu’l
,Bayid was given a pension and a house in Malacca, generosity
“that impressed the Malays more than our tactics in an unjust

mﬂ?ﬁﬁ? campaign.

Wl X
{in SINGAPORE

28 Stamford Raffles, the founder of Singapore
grly the most important of the Straits Settlements and
8 E&pamte colony), was born at sea off Jamaica on 6 July,
the son of a sea-captain of such narrow means that his
et once complained of the boy’s extravagance in burning a
¢ his books. At the age of fourteen Raffles entered

se ag an.extra clerk, Ten years later his r.alents won

o U gl " -
LW f4_ j’,;:'_g-:;l:"'{.’f‘;* -
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'iym ﬂm a yointment of Assistant Senrﬂtarjr to ﬂm Prmdnncy 3
angpat L1300 a year. Unlike most of his colleagues, he .., -
ﬁm the pams to study Malay, and by temperament. he was:
. interested in the abolition of slavery and in Britain's responsi~
- bility for the welfare of her Asiatic subjects. In 1808 he urged. = 7
~on the Directors our moral obligations towards the people of . = ¢
Mﬂ}&m He added that from their territory Great Britain'
& render the Rulers of the Malay States “not.only subs
’upn-fant but, if necessary, tributary”. In 1810 he was posted to:
~Malacca as Agent for the Governor-General to prepare for:
:g;anmh expedition against Java. Until it was returned to
" Holland in 1814 he was Lieutenant-Governor of that islahd.
:Efner that he went on leave to England, when at a lc‘vm the
" Prince Regent praised Raffles’ book on Java for zo minutes
~and knighted him. His next office was that of Lieuténant-
“Governor of Bengkulen, a derelict spot but the one British
- possession in the Malay archipelago. It was, as he remarked, an
. Elba on which he was not secure, though he failed to get
support for his scheme to extend British territory in Sumatra,
InOctober 1813 he visited Lord Hastings at Calcutta and got =
-: i:ﬂ'mssmn to lock for a spot. for a British station at’ *Rlall B
Rh

io) or in Johore, “There is some reason to think,” fis |
tructions continued, “‘that the Dutch will claim authority. .7
‘over the State of Johore by virtue of some old engegements,
dn—::l thuugh it is possible the pretension might be successfully" -
"‘fﬂﬂmbatcd it will not be consistent with the policy or pbsg-énfl R
“yiews of the Governor-General in Council to raise a ‘question
of this sort with the Netherlandish authorities,” The. Dutch
‘had anticipated Raffles at Riau, and the Carimon (Hl:wﬂm}
ands a marine survey condemned as unsuitable, T
= Boon 28 January, 1819, he landed at Singapore, where the :
- loeal hereditary chief, the Temenggong (direct ancestor of ﬂ’lé THg
".i:i.pﬁsmt Bultan of J'Dh{!rﬁ? told him ‘that there were no :
‘and that the British could buy land for a factory. there m'.

Johare: But the Temenggong was a subject of his cousiny the !
ultan of Riau, Lingga, Johore, Singapore and Pahan “J,"!Jit S
ultan, ‘Ahdu’ t-Rahman, was under Dutch’ aurmﬂmgﬂ, 3

( fIdﬁmam];r be forbidden to ratify any cession fo.the Br
T n‘ﬁ-Rahmn, huwgver, was a jrunngar .E!}h; e.ntlmc- cd by
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Bugis influence immediately after his father's sudden death in
1812, while Husain, the elder son, protégé of the two greatest
Malay chiefs, the Temenggong of Johore and the Bendahara
of Pahang, was away in the Malay peninsula marrying the
Bendahara’s daughter. Raffles himself in 1813 had recognized
‘Abdu’r-Rahman, but now to secure a good title to Singapore! .
e decided to install Husain as Sultan of Johore. On 30 Janualy,
19, the Temenggong in his own name and that of Sulian,
usain agreed to let the East India Company select land for.a
7 at Singapore or in Johore in return for an annual grant
of §3000. Fetched from Riau, Husain was installed Sultan of.’
Ejahura at Singapore on 6 February and confirmed the: -
- nggong's preliminary agreement, the annual grant being”
raised to $5000 for the Sultan and §3000 for the Temenggong,
and "factories” substituted for “factory”. f
The Malay chiefs had been eager to make money out of an
almost uninhabited mangrove swamp and they had probabl
heard of Raffles’ fair dealings with Asiatics, but as the Dum{
ad returned to power, and as the British had given way before
theém for two centuries, it was clearly an occasion for diplomacy,
aap,m:ially as rumour said that Batavia was sending troops for
Timmerman Thyssen, the Dutch governor of Malaces, to
attack the English at Singapore. They wrote to Riau and
Malgeca that Husain had been forcibly installed. Timmerman
' Thyssen, though he did not attack, protested to Bannerman,
, gvérnor of Penang, that the Temenggong on behalf of Sultan
'Abdu'r-Rahman had signed an agreement with the Dutch on
+ 126, November, 1818, by which Riav and Lingga were to be free
“padtts, but all other harbours in the Sultan’s kingdom were to
be fres only to Dutch and local vessels. That treaty in Raffles!
a8 invalid, because when quitting Malacea in IES the.
tohy for their own ends had declared that Riau, Lingpa
E and Pahang were not its dependencies, so that no prior
tnow, justified them in spurning the agreement Riau had
od with the British on 19 August, 1818, promising not
W any treaty that might obstruct Brtish trade at any
“those, countries. But Bannerman, the Governor wof
too jealous of Raffles and a nval settlement,
preh iﬁa of Dutch power not to admit Holland's
4
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- pretensions; He refused to risk adding “violence to injustice”
- "+ by sending troops to Singapore and he wrote to Lord Hastings
- adyocating withdrawal. To the Dutch Lord Hastings wrote & .
* -~diplomatic letter expressing unfeigned regret at the occupation
i “of the port, explaining how too late he had tried to prevent
- Raffles ?mm forming any British establishment, but concluding
 that abandonment now would imply “subscribing to rights

‘which you claim and of which we are not satisfied, thereby

.%kwudly forestalling the judgment which was to have taken

'place at home", A

. ‘Bannerman received a stern rebuke. Jealousy of “the new

post, should misfortune occur and be traceable to neglect

ot }aﬁg{naﬁn\g_ in such a feeling, will find no tolerance with this -

' 'Government, who must be satisfied (which is not now the cage) ..
.+ ‘that perseverance in maintaining the post would be an infraction

- “of equity before they can consent to abandon it”, So Banners .

~ .- man had to send 200 troops to Singapore. e e,

© = On 14 August, 1819, the Company’s inner cabinet decided

- .. that Raffles had contravened the spirit of his instructions m‘d‘i

* . 'should the Dutch expel the British garrison from Sin pore;,

. England must either submit or hazard a war that might invelve | -

- all Europe. But the Directors took no other action and awaited -

o an explanation from Lord Hastings, who, primed by Raffles,
the

became more impressed with the value of the new po
with Holland’s “injurious policy” of monopolies than by the
validity of her claim to Singapore. Controversy raged until the
Anglo-Dutch treaty was signed at London on 17 March, 1824, -
lﬁjgh_ long before then the amazing growth of Raffles’
_palitical child had convinced India House not only ‘of the
;{g};ﬂﬂﬂ] -value of the island but of a moral ﬂiligaﬁmiﬁ"

“to hold it. R
By June 1819 the influx of Chinese, Bugis and Malacea
lays had raised the population of Singapore to soo0; and @
' year Jater that figure had doubled. The exports and imports by
~Asiatic crafts alone exceeded $4,000,000 for the first year, But
- this was only a beginning. The history of Singapore is written -

. ‘mainly in statistics, and to them the student of its devel
I e ; ; ..._-"'?':F

o

i

nparative figures of its trade,




ks
XSSO0t . 75,637,287 1,644,031 430,175 . %721,393
804 13,252,175 4496205 821,698 18,570,

i Raffles himself saw Singapore only as a mangrove swamp:
- iwhen he first negotiated for a site there, and once more ¥ €;
raﬂmd there from October 1822 until 6 June, 1823, todr

plans

~ ‘@very nation free of duty, equally and alike to all”, It was after

: _.'r:i'm'sfn;a.x_ws'_f_si;:ﬁ, L gﬁn'ﬂ Th E{
o S P Malgies® ol

= Fi

- 2,610,440 1,114,614 - 318,426 " -

o

e

for its future with “trade open to ships and vessels of

e i

e had left the East for ever that on 2 August, 1824, the who re
Jsland was ceded to Great Britain. The lamentable vaguenessof .

' the arrangement with Kedah over the leasing of Penang was

_-not forgotten, It was definitely laid down that neither Great’

e

Eﬂmﬂ nor Johore should be bound to interfere in the internal

concerns of the other’s government or in any political dis-- A

nsions or wars within their respective territories or to'support’
sach other by force of arms against any third party. Fortunately =
nd' gave no cause for us to test the validity of these

- professions. i el T
- Singaj;mre from its foundation down to the time of the -
. Japanese invasion was a scene of peaceful commercial develop- ~
jment, disturbed only for a few years by pirates who molested .
.its sea-traffic and by pitched battles among Chinese Becret
 Societies, which in 1854 resulted in the killing of 4000 Chiness

>

. in ten days. This private piracy of the nineteenth century was -
. no more than a relic in the tradition of the national piraciés ©
-%ﬁiﬁiﬂr centuries had enforced monopolies that deprived the =

siatic of d proper price for his produce. And before judgment -

yassed on the method of its acquisition, it must be remem~ "~ -
iat to Raffles the creation of the free port of Singapora '
more than a bid for the extension of British commerge,
yresent century free trade is only an economic doctrine;
affles it was a battle-cry for the rights of the Asiatic man.




QI‘IJWN the centuries the Malay States of the penmsula. Wers .
: I;ad.nut to coalesce or for long to co-operate. First, Majaps
. and Siam broke the power of the Malay Buddhist empire of - -
- Bri Vijaya which from Kedah held the northern states together
"+ for five centuries, Malacca, succeeding Sri Vijaya, conquered .
" and controlled the peninsula for less L%an a century. Then the
-« Portuguese conquest cut off the north of Malacca's newl wnn
. empire from the south, leaving Kedah, Kelantan and '
. ganu to become distant tributaries of Siam, and Perak (a Statn i
- founded by the eldest son of Malacca's last Sultan) to be. con-
.7+ guered by Acheh. Also, though apart from its quarrel with ==
e ]c.{ul,gtm Portugal tock no interest in Malayan politics, its cofx.
: qmt ‘of Malacca was to lead to the rise of two races destined to
~hew two pieces out of the Johore empire that was the relic of |
'“.Maalacca s empire. For, hating Muhammadans, the Portuguese -
‘encotraged the then Hindu Minangkabaus of Sumatra to
*ﬁn‘xmgmte into the valleys that the eighteenth century saw '
‘tirned into an independent Negri Sembilan under a l\gm‘hg-
i-Bal:lla.u ‘prince. And driving trade away from the Malacca
ts by their patrols, the Dutch rivals of the Portuguese -
ught wealth and enterprise to the Bugis of Macassaf, who
- at the end of the seventeenth century founded the kingdom of
. Selangor. Even when they had conquered the Portuguese, the
Duteh still had no imperialist leanings, but in the absencs of =
- thieir economic patrols the Bugis from Selangor might have
- become the suzerains of all the Malay States instead of ba‘ﬁmg
% content with the virtual contral of the Johore ¢ e;n e from

| and with winning high offices in' Kedah and Perak b
‘S ';dgauuyed the Bug:s clmnce of d‘mmnating i’

|')

of arms. In the end the Dutch quashed Bugls'a




r

BRITAIN AND THE MALAY STATES 63 .

Britain the Malay peninsula ‘and to Holland all the islands
lying to starboard of East Indiamen voyaging to China, an
accident of alien Tthtica that split the remnants of the Johore
ire for ever. T'o the Johore Sultanate was left only the Rigu
rchipelago, while the two greatest Malay chiefs of the broken
mpire were cut off at Pahang and Johore from their overlord
in ‘the Riau area, and soon made themselves independent
gl;lta.ﬂs- The ties between the Bugis rulers of Eelanfor and the " '
u&'la Underkings at Riau were also severed. Lack of communi~ + '
citions and sequestering forests had always made for
séparatism with narrow local loyalties, and now that there :
10 suzerain to arbitrate or command, fratricidal quarrels broke =
out in Perak, Negri Sembilan and Pahang, and there was'
anatchy in Selangor, In the '30s of the last century Negri
Sembilan saw five claimants to its throne. In 1857 Wan Ahmad,
afterwards first Bendahara Sultan of Pahang, started a six+
years' war against his brother for possession of that country,
Thie general anarchy infected the growing Chinese population, /
At Lukut Chinese miners rose and murdered the heir to the
Selangor throne, thrusting his wife and children back into
their burning house. In a struggle between Selangor chiefs
a Straits-born Malacca Chinese, Baba T'ek Cheng, supplied the
sinews of war, requiring only mterest on his outlay until victory
should put his man in a position to grant limitless concessions
of land.
_, The many quarrels, intricate and petty but disastrous to
welfars, have no interest today. But in the midst of the anarchy,
the 'Bingapore Chamber of Commerce was informed on 2x
Augrust, 1872, that “it is the policy of Her Majesty’s Govern-
mgntnot to interfere in the affairs of the Malay States unless
éte. it hecomes necessary for the suppression of piracy or the
iishment of aggression on our people or territories; and that
teaders, prompted by the prospect of laige gains, choose to
fin” the risk of placing their persons and Pmperﬁcs in the
4 sardy twhich they are aware attends them in these countries
ider’presént circumstances, 1t is impossible for Government
iswerable for their protection or that of their property™
ings got worse, In the fighting at Kuala Lumpor between
hdi and the Sultan’s progressive Kedah son-in-law,
A o a1




Etata GE Perak, faction fights had amr‘;&d: AL
; miners in Larut, whose Malay chief grii
st ';.m';,r of his annual revenue of $200,000 on such a novelty.
regular police. When he did recruita small force, it was man-
a&b}r some professional Chinese fighting-men he had hired
‘to deal with the miners, Chinese throats were cut to dye the -
- banr ers of the victorious side. Hundreds perished in tha fight-
~ing, In vain the Malay chicf, the Mantri, trimmed to be on the -
mgﬁ of the faction for the moment victorious. There was piracy ./
- along the Perak coast and there were clan-fights in the stmeta ﬂf
Fanang -3
- Meanwhile on the Perak River a Sultan’s body lay unhuﬂ@d
Lo fbr a month until the chiefs settled the claims of two rival Perak
“Rajas for the throne by electing a foreign Raja, Isma'il, con~
: r‘mc;ed with the ruling house by marriage only. _
. Once again the leading Chinese merchants of the Colnny T
‘senit a petition to the Governor contrasting the peacefulness of
Johore and the order in the northern States under Siamese
"guzerainty with the lawlessness and turbulence in the other: i
:Malay States, For the British not to intervene in “the’ half-
‘clvilized States of the Malay Peninsula (whose inhabitants.are !
-~ s igoorant as children), is to assume an amount of knowledge
i 4@{&9& world and an appreciation of the elements of law ‘and
éh '*-yﬁq.uuu, which will not exist among those Gnvemmentﬂ {1
gur. petitioners and their descendants of several
ﬁa&d away”’. A little arrogant and mndcacend.mg,.i
= Malay of those days thought no more than a-
i ‘.fuf kl.l.hl.’lg' a Chmese To the Chinese the. Maia;t \

_'w:.a the cumplmnm of the Chinese and not au;r
aperial n that now led the Ser.:retnry of State for. thﬁ Ci
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done in its Malayan policy. A despatch dated 20 Septémber
11273, informed ‘the Govemor of the Straits Settlements "
that:

- "Her Majesty’s Government have, it need hardly be said, |
. Mo desire to interfere in the internal affairs of the Malay '
States; but, looking to the long and intimate connectiod.
‘ "“between them and the British Government . . , Her
Majesty’s Government find it incumbent to employ !ll%‘ b
. influence as thc}y possess with the native princes to rescue, 1" ™
possible, these fertile and productive countries from theruin *
which must befall them if the present disorders continge.
unchecked. L
“I have to request that you will carefully ascertain, as
far as you are able, the actual condition of affairs in each
State and that you will report to me whether there are, in
our opinion, any steps which can properly be taken by
_%ﬁ'Cﬂlﬂﬂiﬂl Government to promote the restoration of
peace and order and to secure protection to trade and
,commerce with the native territories. I should wish you, .
especially, to consider whether it would be advisable to
appoint a British officer to reside in any of the States. Such
an appointment could, of course, only be made with the fall
-. consent of the native Government.”

)
¥

.
‘—1 wxa

/ + A new governor, Sir Andrew Clarke, arrived in Singapore
» ‘within three months of this change of policy, and in less than a
* year he had got Perak, Selangor and Sungai Ujong to accept
+'British advisers.
141, “The instrument employed to needle the way into Perak was
nua :ﬂﬂTl Muda ‘Abdullah, the legitimist heir to the throne, -
whdm. the chiefs had passed over for the foreigner Tsma'il,
Abdullah was ready to sign any document if he could be made
iltan; and it was easy for him to persuade chiefs favourable
s, cause to come to Pangkor and sign too. The treaty,
:l on 20 January, 1874, was not by any means
‘those concerned liked to think it. The deposed Isma‘il,
tien a title and a pension of $1000 a month, was not
* _' |;_'.-I f . E




e T wih r
e preluderto the total annexation of Perak, -

it, who considered that *Abdullah had some ! g
6 him an indepéndent ruler with the subsequent approval: =
‘the British, was chagrined at becoming his subject @nd.

Chi
F

ol
7 ‘to foot the Colony’s bill for disturbances in Larut’
1 “Abdullah had fanned. He paid a lawyer $12,000 to pldce &
"+ His case before Parliament, but dropped the matter on the order
- of “Abdullah, who feared for his new throne. ]
“""TThe sequel to this unpropitious I:res'.nning was lamentable;~ -
' ‘the ‘entry of the British into the Malay States being as ill-. -
" gtarred as the acquisition of the first of the Straits Settlements, |
. James Wheeler Woodford Birch, whose career had been mainly i'
- in Ceylon, was ignorant of the Malay saying, “When you enter
““abyre, low; when you enter a pen, bleat,” and he dashed info
“ Perak like a Victorian rationalist schoolmaster, confident that
' decision and firmness would soon remedy abuses. Chiefs who' -
* . had depended for their livelihood on the collection of taxes in
" hereditary areas were termed blackmailers and threatened with &
. legal proceedings instead of being paid or promised compens
- ‘sation for the loss of those rights. Complacently Mr, Bitch §
“wiote to the Governor at Singapore, “It concerns us’litile”
~what were the old customs of the country, nor do I think they &
aré worthy of any consideration,” One of those old customs : |
was slavery, but, without awaiting legislation or offering -
compensation, Mr. Birch, acting from a generous heart rather
than a diplomatic head, abetted the escape of fugitives regarded
.ﬁythﬂr owners as legitimate and valuable property. ok
~* " Before the end of 1874 ‘Abdullah sent a secret message to
~ the deposed Sultan Isma'il: “If Mr. Birch asks you for the ‘%
SN a or desires to install me, do not consent. Should you -
| ¢onsent to my installation as Sultan, Perak will be given over &
o the' English; for my words have caused me to. be much’ =
ted to them. Should I myseH ask for the regalia”in the =
nce. of Mr. Birch, do not consent to give them up.’”? Mr. 5
explained his programme for future taxationtoa gathering
fs. In the words of one of the Sultan’s.retainers, the =
concluded that *‘he had nothing to fill his belly and came |

s P
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to Perak to collect the revenue of others”. ‘Abdullah sent a
deputation to the Governor at Singapore, There were grievances
over minor matters such as the Resident's arbitrary fixing of a
district boundary against the weight of local evidence. But the
chiefs decided to confine their complaint to important issues,
They wanted Sir Andrew Clarke to forbid Mr. Birch to interferé
with religion and custom and to counsel him to consult Sultan
and chiefs, and not to deprive them of feudal dues, at p

F ol

theit only source of income, or to assist the escape of sldves,
their property by custom 3000 or more years old. Sir Andréw

was retiring and handing over to his successor. Nettled by thé
Sultan's action, he told the deputation never to bring

Governor letters that had not been seen by the Resident, and -

he wrote to ‘Abdullah to obey the Governor, describing himsélf
as one “who lifted you out of your misery and sorrow, giving
you position and honour” and Mr. Birch!

"here was now a meeting of chiefs who talked of poisoning
the Resident but finally accepted an offer of the Maharaja Lela
to gtab him. The Sultan, however, consulted a lawyer as to
legal means for his removal and tried to borrow §5000 from the
Lieutenant-Governor of Penang in order to buy a diamohd
star for the Governor's impending visit. Having failed to get
the loan, His Highness approached Mr. Birch, who seized the
occasion to arrest one of the Sultan’s boatmen for past
rowdyism in a native theatre. This affront was the last straw.
The Saoltan sent for the state wizard to call up the guardian
genies of Perak and enquire if they would wreck Mr. Birch's
steamer on the river-bar and destroy him. The Sultan was oné
of the mediums, and stabbing a flour mannikin repeatedly

eclared the Resident would be dead within a month. Another
medium was paid $100 to produce Mr. Birch's spirit of life in
thé form of a butterfly, which was killed with a knife. ;
.+ The new Governor seems to have had a better idea than the
ent of how to handle people three centuries behind the

sedutiously than his predecessor. He visited Perak and received

i .

:.?mlﬁmugh unfortunately he was even less inclined to move

+the “SBnltan (complete with Star), surrendering to him two

ive, slaves with a lecture on debt-slavery and a proposal

that the Pérak chiefs should receive allowances and hand over
s wfH PSR 0
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ment to. the British. ‘Two rejgs, Yusuf and |

stiried ‘to be Sultans) accepted this offer. So did '
“Elated by this victory, Mr. Birch drafted

gent agreement than the Governor had proposed, g

{6 Sultan that if he did not sign it the throne was fo b

ops should be summoned before the proclamations as to the -
t system of taxation were posted. ‘Abdullah sent a hand-
some. creese to the Maharaja Lela at his village Pasir Salak, &+ |
““symbilic acceptance of his offer to stab the Resident. Three i |
- days after his assassins had been appointed, Mr. Birch, witha
\prained ankle, sat in his house-boat at Pasir Salak and ordered
his clerk to post the proclamation abolishing the collection. of
" thxes by any authority but the British. The Malays tore down |
. thie notices, stabbed the clerk and speared Mr. Birch through
_the flimsy palm-leaf walls of a bath-house. The date was
. '“ 2 November, 1874. ' 4o
~ "%\ More than a thousand troops were despatched from Indiato. §
-~ ‘hunt down the murderers and their abettors. Three chiefs were %
=i hanged, and ‘Abdullah with two others was banished to the =
= “Beychelles. When, more than twenty years later, the ex-Sultan. =
' "had returned and I met him, an elderly dandy in European . =
'+ “Tclothes, he helped out my still halting Malay with excellerit
“English, and pointing to the Sultan's fine palace and motor=. {
ears, ejaculated, “Had I but foreseen!” el ot
i The Executive Council of the Straits Settlements was « &
“instructed to hold an enquiry into the Perak tragedy. It found |
“‘that, in spite of admirable qualities, Mr. Birch had sometimes = |
aoted injudiciously without respect for Malay customs and'in = &
‘an gverbearing manner. Especially it deprecated his inter- @ %
o nce with feudal taxation before allowances had been fixed =
- “to ‘gompensate chiefs for their loss. : L
“ " But-it took several years before Perak settled down, The
& ﬁrﬁﬁmmja Lela did not surrender until July 1876, and was not.
" “hanped until 20 January, 1877. As late as June 1876 Mg, 0
vidson, the local lawyer appointed as the successor of M.«
Binchy-had to be informed by the Governor that his propesal:
i a stockade with 50 or 60 troops would be an undigni=*

ssion of fmlure crskwasbank.mptmdthn,ﬁighégﬁ 3
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BRITAIN AND THE MALAY STATES 69

sullenly hostile. The troops could not st'ag indefinitely. It was
decided to replace them with 8co policé, mostly Malays,
but no one knew how they were to bé paid. Mr, Davidson |

fem'?td. o

he next Resident, Mr.—afterwards Sir—Hugh Low, had °
béen a botanist, and was now to provide the model for the *
administration of all the protected Malay Statcs. How much.of -

 his policy was original, how much due to the Governor and how# .
‘mreh to Downing Street has not yet been explored. It was ﬂh&
tepognized that to govern a pecple by intimidation i #n,
expénsive and unsatisfactory course, The cost of a police force .
was reduced by giving police duties to headmen and abolishing|
many village police-stations. T'o compensate them for loss
feudal taxes the chiefs were given admunistrative posts and a
substantial percentage of the government revenue collected in
their districts. Land rents took the place of forced labour. 4
State Council was started on the model of Indian Councils .
created by an Act of 1861, after the Indian mutiny had taught
us the need of bodies competent to interpret the wishes of the!
people, All revenues weie collected, all appointments filled and
all land alienated in the name of the Sultan. The Sultan was
also President of the Council, on which sat the British Resident,
the major Malay chiefs, and Chinese business men. Under the
strict P’J[uslim constitution of former days the Chinese had had
1o tights at all, not even the right to possess land. Now they

. Jmere not shy to express their views even on the merits of

~dandidates for the throne of Perak, They objected strongly to
] h‘gfointmﬂnt of Sultan Yusuf, until Sir Hugh Low declared

ﬂﬂ} t would be embarrassing to tell Queen Victoria her

nominee was rejected. “Ohl” said the Chinese. “Why did you

not: tell us before that Queen Victoria wants him? If Her

~ Majesty recommends him, he must be suitable.”

. _{4TheMalays of those days were not yet qualified for official

. 'posts, but their views were consulted and their local knowledge

‘“yyds Of inestimable value. In six years the Perak debt of

' $806;600 was paid off, and in 1883 slavery was abolished. The .

- population roughly estimated in 1879 at 81,084 souls wag
found By 1801 to be 214,254,
getting the Perak chiefs to sign the Pangkor treaty,
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70 | ‘MALAYA AND ITS WISTORY

eﬁh'ﬂ-ﬁv@jﬂm at once turned to Selangor, where civil war and
d bad long been rife, though the immediate excuse for his
was the murder of eight British subjects from

acca at Kuala Langat by pirates disguised as fishermen,
r pirates were the followers of the Sultan’s third son, The
ﬁiﬂ&n, a rather careless philosopher, whose interests were-
and hoarding tin, readily agreed to the trigl of the

J*'ff fenders, explaining that piracy was not his affair j
. of Iua o:,ra, and sending a creese for the executi i
7, Fthgse found gui

e "«r,a .at liking for the English as rivals of the Dutch was a Sel~
r tradition, and now Selangor chiefs, whether out of
+#politéness or conviction or owing to the presence of a British g
‘naval squadron, expressed the desire to have a Resident, Sir
Andrew Clarke, however, was content to leave a young civilian, -/
Frank Swettenham to give the Sultan informal advice, The }
Sultan soon reported to the Governo: that the young man
knew the customs of the country and was clever at winning ‘li
hearts with soft words, so that all men 1ejoiced in him as in the
Kﬁmﬁ: of an opened flower. His Highness wanted to pay . !
., Mr. Swettenham’s salary and expenses. The Governor now
qi]pomted a Resident, Mr. J. G, Davidson, a writer to the &
o afterwards succeeded Mr. Birch i Perak, Mr, Sw %
ham, energetic, tactful and of great promise, remained W:tﬁthﬂ 5’5
Sultan at Langat as Assistant Resident. One item in Selangor's
earliest budget was $300,000 owed by the Sultan’s son-in-law ¥
to a Chinese in Malacca for munitions for the civil war that had 7
., Tent the country. In extending our protection over Selangor ﬁ
_’ there was no trouble, evidently owing to the tact of a young
' who was to retire in 1903 as Governor of the Straits &
Settlements, and to die in London in 1946 at the age of ninety~
2 " combatting in the very last weeks of his life a Malayan . f
,.. nion which he regarded as a stupid betrayal of the race he
j:@d served so well, o
;.-J »n.*'g Mo extend protection over Negri Sembilan, the It&‘naf
Counties, by one treaty was impossible, as each of the | o

."i' gimed to be independent. In April 1874 the most im

4 ﬁ, ﬁl&-tamtorml chiefs, the Dato’ Klana of Sungai %: W{t
Y .'r the Dato’ M‘llda of Linggi, a],gngd a, ﬁoﬂﬂ_[ G -3
L y . F: L:iﬂ"’ J'l:i-i":
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BRITAIN AND THE: MALAT ﬂans 71

$50,000 not to m&mge the peace’ with arms given them if
~order to clear the Linggi River from the evil-disposed persons

- who Built stockades and hindered traffic by unlawful exactionis,

- They also” promised not to harbour enemies of the- British.
Government or of its friends. In return “the moral and material =~
guarantee and protection” of Great Britain was to be acc.ﬂfdevd."

‘thém “to secure the fndependence, peace and prosperity @

_Eudgm Ujong". This cryptic document was followed by

% of the Union Jack at the Klana’s house. But'anold " =

- chi Sungai Ujong, the Dato’ (Shah) Bandar, threatened
m:mble, ostensibly because the Klana had not consulted hl,tn~ 29
Next, when the Dato’ Bandar had surrendered, the Yamtuan -
‘Antah of Sri Menanti and other chiefs attacked the Dato’
‘Klana, A British force of 150 infantry and a detachment of '
artillery dealt with this disturbance, a British officer, Captain
Channer, winning a V.C. for leapmg over a stockade on Friday

_--(ﬂma,Ma]a}r day of rest) and driving a few Malays away Il:om
their cooking-pots. f-". -

.. /By January 1876 military forces were withdrawn frqr&

_ mrxsr}rwhere except Sungai Ujong. All the chiefs supporting the -

e Yam-tuan Antah went with him to Government House :

"promised to refer any disputes for the arbitration of Mahn,raja.
Frber Sultan) Abubakar of Johore. For the British Government

r&s unwilling to appoint any more Residents after what had -

) ened in Perak until it had “had further experience of those. -

ﬁ&?dy established”. So with the approval of Smgapure, the :-'_"

% itious Maharaja of Johore sent a representative “as a sortof |
. ,Ji'.eaiﬂ;nt” to Sri Menanti, the seat of Yam-tuan Antah; But '
2! ﬁhﬂl‘ﬁ failed from its ignorance of the matriarchal organization,

- lfb 8 among chiefs continued in Rembau and Jelebn. But - _
i elebu applied for a British Resident to arbitrate, the =
: Gﬁfﬁmor decided it was inexpedient. s
?ﬁq»dl,umrhanm continued and mile after mile of homﬁ- St
ads and rice-fields were deserted. Then in June 1883 the' 1
¢ British Collector was appointed to Jelebu, and in Eepn e
jer 1886 the territorial and tribal chiefs signed a treaty
rréndering: administration to the British officer of whose -

i g{.ggmgramc they asked to be assured. In 18 i%:mmmhu:r

Jing Counties Rtmbau. apphed for a British officer wnh
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~fhe stipulation that one-third of the revenue should be paid to
*." i the chiefs | the huge increase of revenue due to rubber led a
f ﬁmr of a century later to a modification of that stipulation,
‘. the chiefs agreeing that they should draw fixed allowances, and
“ “the balance of the third be devoted to Malay welfare.
"¢ In 1889 the rulers of Rembau and Tampin joined a
' ﬂar of little Counties adjacent to Sri Menanti to form a

" MNegri+ Sembilan, Gemencheh, hitherto unknown to fame,

. ¢iibeing added to make up the number. There was now one
**ﬁ‘ itish Resident for the Nine Counties and another for

Sungai Ujong and Jelebu. In 1895 the whole of what is now
Negri Sembilan elected Tengku Antah Yang di-pertuan of the
“sintire country and accepted one Resident, Perhaps the example
} .4 of more than two centuries of peace under the Dutch and
. " yEnglish at Malacca and direct dealings with the English there
. .made the Malays of Selangor and Negri Sembilan readier than

" Perak to welcome Brtish protection—in spite of the Naning

war, But the tact of early og’miais must not be underrated,

* + As for Pahang, the first British official to visit it was Frank . .
Swettenham, who had done so well in Selangor. In 1885 he
was sént there to try to settle a boundary dispute and a quarre]
between the ruler and his brother, This he did, and at the same
timé warned the Sultan of the financial improvidence of grant-
ing large concessions of land. In the light of his own experience
in Selangor he recommended the appomtment of an Agent of
the Straits Settlements to live at Pekan, watch the interests of

* British subjects and make himself acceptable to the Malays,

- (Sir) Hugh Clifford was sent to try to arrange for a treaty,

' ywhich, with the help of the very able Dato’ Mantri of Johore,
7+ hie contrived to do. The important point was Pahang’s acce

M e R N L S T

|7 -ance of a British Agent with functions similar to those of a
. ar Officer. The Agent found himself in an environment
4 i Medineval and chaotic. The revenue system was “fﬁaulwi;_

A1 "% merely to put money into the coffers of the ruler and his chiefs;
n onions and curry-stuffs were taxed exorbitantly, and the
# %yBultan granted monopolies for the sale of household atticles '/

_ H,)fqﬁzd out the collection of import duties on nearly eve
ymmodity. Gold ore had to be sold to His Highness' agentsat /-
:gfﬁ;hfg its market price. Huge concessions of
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. BRITAIN AND THE MALAY STATES Gk i
" made to Europeans and Chinese who had greased the palms of
royal favourites, the Sultan not caring if &m Iand bélonged * tnr
hjs chiefs or was already being mined by Chinese or Malays.
“ " As soon as'it was rumoured that the British. would pruteﬂ
5 &w State, the hunt for concessions became keener than ever,
"emmﬁasmns bound to retard development and narrow’ ﬂﬂu,t{:'ia
‘of revenue, The Sultan’s favourites imposed heavy fines for- .
'+ mediaeval offences, carrying off wives and daughters in tfa&tﬂt :
.~ of payment and killing any who resisted. When the
i -_’Hu h Clifford, tried to tackle this maladministration of .;uatlhaﬂ‘1 3
“to draft laws and define jurisdiction, the Sultan added ﬁ‘clﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂh g
'siau the draft providing penalties for the harbouring of L
i ‘glaves, and the chiefs interfered with the new judges. A
- was convicted of abetting the breach of a monopoly and S
*$32 or six months’ cash earnings, because his wife mads mlfm—
5 hr;r.' own use out of four coconuts,
When Clifford went on a visit to Singapore, two Women
were tortured and two Sakai boys ducked and beaten {su
- severely that one died) on suspicion of stealing the gold ring
~.of a creese. Then in February 1888 a British Chinese subject, -
Go Hin, was stabbed in the precincts of the palace, where none
< would dare to lift a hand without royal orders. Rumour said
~ the Sultan coveted the victim’s wife. The Malay Chief Justice
- offered a reward for information as to the incident, whether
the stabbing was due to man, djinn or devil. The Chinese died;
. The Governor came up from Singapore and required the
L E‘ultnn to accept a British Resident. Advised by the Sultan of -
! Johate to comply, the Sultan of Pahang did so, hoping that ne
ore would be said about the murder of Go Hin and that Her
ﬁn}ﬂ&ty Queen Victoria would be satisfied with his nxpreasm

of regret.

Bl “problems that faced the first Resident were the abpﬁ-r :

- tion pf slavery, the regulation of forced labour, the fixing of

_ ces for the Sultan and chiefs in place of feudal dues,
ﬁﬁ the framing of laws for the tenure of land. The fixing of
wances, however careful, was bound to cause discontent,
aily the list was drawn up by an untrustworthy Malay who' .
d the names of his friends and omitted those ‘of his
irw pas.ﬁad b}r the Regent the Sultan’s heu' be.ta.uae
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Ges ey J;ht,that the Resident had approved it, and though it -
s %:1!: cized by the Sultan, His Highness forgot to revise it.
At a mieting of the State Council the Resident accepted some -
- alterations, but pointed out that the allowances amounted tg
 two-thirds of the State revenue. A chief, with aboriginal blood
““and a reputation as a fighter, the Orang Kaya PaMawmof-j'_
Sernantan, had his seal of office withdrawn by the Sultan for:
#efusing to obey the orders of government, as in days before. -
ish protection he had once refused to obey the orders of the -
in niot to collect taxes. He incited his people to disobey all- -
-_-;gﬂ?ﬂhmant regulations until he should get the allowance'of &
g "ﬁmﬂﬁt chief. When he thought the government planned-to. -
* arrest him, he ambushed a Collector’s boat and captured @ -
police-station, after which his followers rose from a hundred to. =
fos men, The Sultan tock the field against the rebel, and =
i _-.-'-.-mu:r:.h impressed the Resident by his transport and commis- <
" sariat arrangemnents as well as by his skill in guerilla wacfare. = ¢
- Butthe rebels vanished into the jungle, thence from time to- .*=
~ time raiding unprotected stations. Some of the chiefs urged the -
" Bultan to expel the British, and the Dato’ Maharaja Purba-of /=
. Jelai got ready to attack Kuala Lipis. Some accounts relate '~
“-that the Sultan connived at the proposals; if so, His Hi, e
% -goon changed his mind. The Sultan increased his forces' to 4%,
" 1000 men, and there were now 240 Sikh troops. But To’ Gajah, 77
--gnother chlcf joined forces with the Semantan rebel, and & -
. together they fled into Kelantan. The Sultan and the Maharaja. ~
.~ Purba visited the Governor at Singapore, where the latter ==
Tis 1'-'1.rd:.t-.ed his grievances, inadequate allowances for himself and his, -
- ‘headmen, the threat to his mining land by a grant given 10 2
- British company, and his people’s dislike of the new rcgulnuanb'- it
for forced labour, even though they were to be paid as- tb:ﬁ TS
Mﬂlr had been before, An amnesty was proclaimed for:

e ¥ fual,

except the two leaders, who were, however, p.rummadt,
j;hﬁit lives i 11P they surrendered. But a holy fanatic of Trengganu = =
foretold their invulnerability and victory. They collected £
Jiﬂﬁdrﬁd men and raided Kuala T'embeling. The Dato’, Maha-
-:&dja:l‘:'urha and Sikhs from Perak and Selangor and the Colony 5
put the rebels to flight. Hugh Clifford pursued the mheis*"" e

Few fcllowm mto Ke]antan am:l Trcngganu, i i
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still under Siam, Siamese commissioners accompanied him,
But with the connivance of the Sultan of Trengganu the rebels
escaped, In November 1895 the Orang Kaya Pahliwan and |
five followers surrendered to the Siamese. To’ Gajah was,
reported to have died in Trengganu. This last of Malay risings |
had. dragged on four years from December 1891, Few lives/
wete lost in the fighting, although many of the rebels’ fnllﬁﬁﬁl‘ﬁ'
must have died of privation in the jungle. r"", f
’ No other Malay States came under the British until 1 %
when by a treaty signed at Bangkok Siam transferred to g
Britain “all rights of suzerainty, protection, administration ﬁﬂdf
coptrol” over Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan and Trengganu, in '/
return for a modification of British extrateritorial jurisdi¢tion” '
in Siam, and for a loan to build a railway connecting Bang
with the Malayan system. Kedah paid a Penang lawyer to’
protest a t the disposal of states as if they were merchar-
dise, and a relic of this token objection survived in a clause in
the tréaty made between Kedah and Great Britain stipulating
that Kedah should never be joined to the Straits Settlements or *
'to any other Malay State wnti!mut the approval of the Sultan-in-
Council.

Kedah and Perlis were too near Penang not to have felt
some at least of the influences of the present century. But as
Rupert Emerson, an American critic of British ways, has
remarked, there should linger “no romantic notion”, that “in
Kgllmtan and Trengganu the British or even the Siamese inter-
yention disrupted a somewhat primitive but idyllic govern-
m.gmt“ In Trengganu, when the British entered, “all manper
of ‘erime was rampant, the peasantry was mcrcmlessly down-~

“ttodden, but the land was full of hﬂl}' men, and the cries of tha

isérable were drowned in the noise of ostentatious prayer’l.

i Kelantan, when Siam appointed a British Adviser in 1903
Raja and his uncles the monopoly of a mint that
'smielfed tin into the most trumpery coin in any part of the
. wield{’ What revenue there was, was paid to clerks in the’
icé to be borne off on elephants to a cache in the hills that
d 43'a royal bank. Salaries were Pa:d only when the nleu;ka '
ed tg ‘have cash in l:umd This mediaeval mess it was
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taxded thu progress’ of Kelantan for 30 3 rs wis a con-
ﬁmsiqn to a police inspector, Duff, who d accompanied
Ebﬁﬁfd into: Kelantan in pursuit of the Pahang rebels. In"
. réturn for payment to the Raja of f2000 and 2000 shates,
" Duff had been given 3000 square miles, or one-third of Kelantan,
:Ltﬁgtther with wide seignorial powers and other privileges, The
urchase of these rights by Kelantan led to prolonged uoaﬂy
zhﬁ notorious litigation and a claim by the Duff Company for =~
£3,091,269. It is too long a story for these pages, but the -
Mﬂ;easmn saddled Kelantan with debt for years, 14
" - The last Malay state to seek British protection was Johors, ', <
‘ud:th whose rulers the British Government had had intimate and -
* cordial relations since ancestors of the present Sultan sold it .
 the island of Singapore. Johore in some respects was highly "
- givilized, In 1882 Maharaja Abu-Bakar, father of the present
fB.uIm', entertained Prince Albert Victor and Prince (afterwards’
‘- King) George. The princes described “the huge drawing-room
- of the palace like one of the state-rooms at Windsor and
ﬁlmmhed from London”. In the afternoon the Maharaja drove
" a four-in-hand to Singapore races, with Prince George beside
“him on the box. In 1885 a treaty was signed by which G:.'eat
“ Britain promised Johore protection against external attac
Iarmally recognized the Ruler’s change of Sthl.l‘.': from
‘to Sultan. Johore, on its part, was not to enter into any nngagc
“ment with any foreign state or to make any grant or concession.
“to other than British subjects or persons of the Chinese, Malay =
“or other Oriental race. Johore also agreed to accept a Briti
Consular Agent if ever it were desired to appoint one. But by -
Igiq. the developmﬁnt of the rubber industry had turned ¢
Johore into an important state beyond the experience and
3’[5:]1@' of its Malay administration to manage; the Suitan i
therefore, signed a treaty accepting a General Adviser ¢ whm'--;{
advice must be asked for and acted upon on all matters aff&cting-
the general administration of the country and on all quaatmng
othér than those touching Malay religion and custom’’ 22 =
._.-E:l:ospt for Patani all the Malay States of the penmaula lia A
um@apted British protection and advice. To ensure that pro:
etﬁ-liﬁon force such as in civilized territory would have"
rdised b}r the pﬂhoe had w:th t]m cu-uParatmn of
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eﬂ%m chiefs been employed in Negti Sembiliri
. Only in Perak the tactless eagerness of the first
deént had led to events that called for mulitary intervention,

w!n-:h even the more friendly chiefs could hﬂrdl?’.lﬁhﬂﬂ'[
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i CHABTER IX ¢
. 'BRITISH ADMINISTRATION

i, I~d THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS

N in 1786 the East India Company rented the island of .
anang from the Sultan of Kedah, there were few inhabitatits 2
and no local Malay administration for it to supplant or reform, -
1 "T'his was fortunate, because being interested only in commerce
“. the Directors so handled matters that its administration became
" g noforious failure, Within three years the total value of Penang’s
~imports and exports rose to $853,592, within eight years to
. ~double that sum. Yet the Settlement never paid its way. Its
- founder and first Superintendent, Francis Light, was instructed -
. pot to levy taxes and was given no staff to do so. Until 18co the
+ revenue was derived from lump sums paid by Chinese for
"+ ‘spitit, opium and gambling farms, the only course possible in
'~ the absence of customs officials. But in one year Penang was
- paid only Sf'{z,aoo for farms out of which the Chinese ‘bidder
smade a profit of $186,000, while in the same year Singapore '
yith less than a quarter of Penang’s population got $75,000 1
for its farms. Light had no training in administration. To .
attract a population, he let Asiatics occupy what land they could”
clearunder promise of 4 title in the future. Europeans, including
servants of the Company, were given large areas, and Lightand
his business partner, a seconcgi cousin of Sir Walter Scott,
appropriated the best sites. When death and migration brought
valuable lands on the market, the government had no funds
for their purchase, and they were bought by Scott’s firm, which'
: -ﬂi}ﬁ.‘-;i&ngaged in usury and acquired land by foreclosing on
- mottgages and buying from mpoverished debtors ‘or. ‘the
hb;ﬁjﬁ@hﬁﬁws of absent or dead owners. Grants had been
~ 'promised with no condition that failure to cultivats would,

Wi

Ok

o

af atﬂ‘m of years, involve resumption. There was no.ldo
svenue dnd no prospect of getting it. The Company even had:
‘rent srﬂt&; for. Government House, Ini

i
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nd from Scott as a.
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1805 Penang still had “few roads and public. hmldmgs no
medical service, no department for the collection of revenue, the
scantiest provision for the maintenance of law and order, and <
: .'gn:angeiy enough no law". In that year the Directors atmnpmd LS
- reform. Henceforth no sérvant of the Company was to engagein. =
“trade. No land was to be alienated to Europeans without the -~

~Directors’ approval, and in all titles there was to be a clause for
" inoreasing quit-rent with increase in cultivation. Usury was to:
"be stopped. But though Llﬁiht had been given only one aaﬂatanr
_ and there were now fifty officials from India drawing £42,700 1
'}rhﬂr, they were too ignorant of local conditions to s

t Scott & Co. This first volte-face in policy, out of the e
& m,aﬂ:f the British were to make over Malaya, proved futile.In"
- 1832 the seat of government was transferred to Singapore, '~

‘when that island had been a British possession for only eight

s o T e
- 1824, the year that saw Singapore ceded to Great Britainby: - -
the Malays, saw also the cession of Malacca by Holland. But the

British had held Malacca from 1795 till 1818, and its adminis= S

tration was in the cbsolescent tradition of Penang rather than
on the progressive lines of Raffles’ Singapore. The East India-

Company was faced with two problems at Malacca, namely -
" land: and Namng, and its civilians mishandled both. Latge -
“areas were in the hands of Dutch landlords who had the right to:

lat their property in return for a tithe of its produce payable to -
- themselves or their nominees. These nominees were Chinese,
: ‘hought the right of collecting rents and squeezed the .
; M'a‘{ky tenants, whom they regarded as barbarians. Under this
. pediaeval Malay system the government still owned the soil, .
- but there was no stipulation that land would be resumed if lt_
o :'ﬁkj?p‘tlﬂt cultivatéd, and no machinery for a just assessment of
" tithes. The rapacity of the Chinese middleman discouraged
.-':.;'ygumﬂture So, commerce having passed to Penang, the
" government bc-ught out the landlords’ rights for annual

% ,}‘ﬁi&mﬁdmevsl system of tenure for land that was cultivated, '
3 ¢d that after 1830 titles should be issued for other land * =
dﬂﬂ@‘fe’ﬂh Eng]mh law There were no surve_f,rors, and.

sions that came to less than [2000, in the hope of deriving -
fe from improvement in agriculture, But while retaining ~ °
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bﬁmﬁ confusion arose g to what land was held m:m el

1d system and what under the new, The Recorder pronotnced
-ty ﬁé‘wlnnd rules illegal. The Malays demurred to payirgeash
"vuifmi ‘of the tithe, The Land Office failed to defray its expenses
plus the landlords’ pensions. The problem was not settled till -
the ’8os, when a Governor from New Zealand, Sir Fre
“+. Weld, introduced a system under which all deaimgs with Tang
: ﬁa’th be registered in a government office. ' ;
__:.ﬁ'é,; S Thﬁ Naning war falls within the province of general hisﬁl:lrjc
r than the province of administration. But it is worthy ¢ %
‘gote that the civilians of the East India Company
in their archives the actual relations between “the ﬁ&mﬁ g
‘Malacca and Naning only after they had stirred up am
st ‘war that cost 4 100,000 and resulted in subduing a 1

et whose revenue in 1833 was $762] Naturally it W
Ji:reforc the British ventured on extension of territory m
ek _-hr a,

%ﬁ grj;-;g:apum, too, narrowly escaped administration on the ha-:l:.
“ - oldilines. Farquhar its first Resident, held the traditional ?i&\ﬁa
t raising revenue from gambling and cock-fighting;

s still, he owned slaves, As for Raffles, he did not hes

zail himself of the Company’s permission to hold land '_ ¢ }_"
structed Farquhar to reserve half the lots on the sea-fro 'E' L
gapore for himself, his relatives and friends. Moreover; like -
_fho!‘ of the Company’s servants, Raffles was a jack-af-ﬂfi-'
des: To a friend he wrote: “I have had eve thing to new-
puld frum first to last; to introduce a system of energy, pu:tty

& _umge ment.” That was his forte, but he had the fni:lﬂ

|a.'

=k

ons for a land registry, port rules, police tegula o)
forbidding gaming, mck-ﬁghung and the slave trade, “All
work,” as he wrote home, is “a pleasant duty en l:ggfziﬂ ]
il whm: you have I:mnks hard heads and lawyerm;nhf@;_;
‘here by no means easy, where all must depend on my |
dgment and fo! t.” At law.Raffles was-an amateur,
al chaos continued to prevail. Raffles’ Eate;;,ﬁn. cial
e was to declare Singapore a port w f ;'i;' as
) shiips and vessels of every nation free of dﬁg@ equal

Wﬁﬂ" But this meast
iR




& wanted not nnljr to' renthe -ﬁ.ﬂ
-k pt'tﬁ do something for his advancement. With -
he-established an “Institution, having for its object’t
H6n. of the languages of China, Siam and the
g6, and the improvement of the moral and infe
8 of the inhabitsnts of those countries”. In edi
Raffles was an amateur, and he failed to reco
on must work upwards from the elementary sc
the pioneer of the idea that a colonial government
¢ wolfare of the people.
gwallow does not make a spring, and men Wlﬂl
asm and ideals of Raffles were rare in the 1
days. No Bengal civilian studied Malay or Chinese
| 0 be transferred to Settlements made up of three +
Id for promotion. With empire thrust upon ft..
ad little cxper:ance of the art of government
ealize the need for lawyers and engineers in
of the world or the ueed“g}r its own good to sru-:;lg
prests, In an effort to make the Straits Settlements [P
'ﬂm Com ‘Feanjr from time to time threatened the frese
;was the life-blood of the Malayan ports, For after 1833
rninent of India lost its monopoly of trade with China, ﬂnﬂ
A Treasury had every year to meet a heavy deficlt inr
s'budget. The Cam any did its best for three
jithout prospects, with hinterland unopened and v
":,:-; puntmn all around them. Often it lacked :nfuﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ..
fdicked imagination, When it passed an act to force the |
; dul]ar country, the people of the Straits Settlefients. .
iora transfer to the Crown.
ﬂ after the Indian Mutiny the East India Con@;@
hed as an anachronism and for nine uneventful 3"
attlenents were under the control of the th |

.n-'

1-'1‘

r"':
'1'1'\ L

in I Great Britain bowed to local d § 2 'y
tn]kcuhmal Office. Not yet had L2l
i ;p of Greater India and includs ﬂhm
i t of 'Ehﬂlf thoughns 4

7|



: El’“ tfortwﬁ Bt‘[ﬂﬁh mérmbe
-:-u tﬁ.ﬂ Chambe D‘? '
wete nominated by the Governor, fn a0
ign popular election was impracticable,
composite, an official majority, though hatd!
the ultimate means for holding the balauna :
ficting interests. Before they were sundered in 1943
p-u;a was left a solitary Colony by itself, the Straits -
ments, -::-ut]mng piracy and Chinese riots, rmchgd ‘ﬁ
t of progperity beyond the dreams even of Raffles. f

ii. In THE MALAY STATES

-'.h en Malay States first accepted British
. . was superimposed in Negri Semb
pRALOC ararthat gave votes to women and protected th
f #hie_humblest. The change would have been a mattst,
except that this matriarchal democracy of Minas
‘ddlonists suffered from one flaw, which it never confrive
: "?“r : {tinsisted that the election of all its representatives,
1€ Ruler down to the humblest tribal elder, must be ungritm
é 5 the result? In the 1830's there were five. élai
18 “fﬁ’;rq., when the British intervened, two claimaits
e, with the four territorial t:htefa, the degtﬁﬁ
.the ount claim of his own favourite and.
ghis view by force of spear and crecse. The
¢ Yang di-pertuan, or, as it is abbreviated, ¥am
6t a foreign and Hindu excrescence, which ‘#
iribal system never absorbed or - ba.fom
't;mdmabsnrb.F : :




i fees for mnk—ﬁghm Fcrr h‘i& ntena
"r.lﬁn land c;ﬁaﬂtﬂd from the tribal wife of the fou '.;.'_‘
houge and he was given traditional petty prﬁamﬁ‘ﬁl it
ation and on the occasion of marriages and othe
auﬁlmI'nn arbiter and judge, if the territorial chi
to adjudicate, which they never did. He
1 or head of the Muslim theocracy in any territory ¥
¢al chief did not arrogate the title for himself—an
§ did. The Yam-tuan should have been first in:
ncil, as other rulers were, but no council ever ma
he. Rulcr the four tesritorial chiefs or Undang Wﬂ
:._. angkabau polity, excrescences inherited from the pats
ha ~nve.rlo:dah1p of the fifteenth-century Sultans of Malaccas
or -excrescences than the Yam-tuan and more pnwﬁrﬁzln _
.,{bﬁd got absorbed by accepting uterine descent and cons
orr Bg to matriarchal custom. Since the days when A -
“juerque took Malacca, the Undang had been leaderlﬂf_-"?
" rathel 'B;m overlords the Sultans of Johore, who rep _
lacea line, had been fugitives, far away and pﬂuwerléan; 5O
: .q Indang regarded themselves as petty kings et
labotated except when the threat of Bugis dnnunnu_ﬁzi 1
; :_'Fﬁn 0 create the first Yam-tuan in the eighteenth cenfury, *. 00"
3 r‘!;l low the Undang are the Lembagas, the real chiéfa ﬁﬁéﬁr’
i al inang keﬁ:au tribes, They also had to be GL.'

51y, and in old days there were often indecent B
eir obsequies and fights at the graveside, a new'chief .
’; b appointed before his predecessor was buried. If ¢
atled to reach unamnut}r, the choice came to b& |
eritorial chief in council with the other tribal ¢hief
borders. But even that council sometimes failed ¢o-
lnd. it was left for the British to arrange final appes g;m;
inicil of the four Undang under the chairmang o ,,;
- Once appointed, the Lembaga was, and is :":'k o
i ma], Under Maia]r rule he marked the buun:;i




: Zﬂ".ﬁaﬂ‘ n?e“ta spg“o Whi
: rgasa’e& ‘now into the hands of glﬂuah?‘ B
“‘@md land officers, the hmbaga has remais
_ ] admc:ron all matters of tribal land, ."
. s subordinates are elders {bu&ﬁq] .
..‘Df sub-mbea In old-world sayings
ed s a hawk, but the elder irreverently as a chatterin
, whose province is not tribal land but the disputa
k male and female. He is the witness for all f
en ts' made to or by a member of his aub-uibe. an,d Ihf
I3 ’tmn of a husband’s private property at marriage and at
on divorce. Before the advent of the British h '

indria i
@]i the whole the Minangkabau democracy. '-bf‘ agri
ilan. has acceptéd accretions whether Malay or Bﬁ
“equanimity, confident in its power to bring even
cial under its “sceptre of fascination”, Butitsn
macram never reall}r suught to remedy the twﬁ ki

P {fjple of unanimity that they never realized the ad( ants
cepting a majority vote, so that before the British p

figs were always creating civil strife. They were 80 8L des

ous pftyrmmy that they never gave the Yam-tuan thﬁ DOy
ired (to federalize their -territory. The Undmﬁ
-:]:uefa never met in council under the Yarm

Undang as members and a majority vote cer
__im'nentn of the little State nf Negri ,Semh:,t n
m ‘history.

jﬁl ists will point out how the study of Iﬁaﬁ

1 [.||| m [i] K}F Egt:l m ﬂ;l peril

haa de the Malay of Negri Sembil

m;-,we:,—tly that democracy has contrived
: thmidi'lrlalayofﬁoea thﬂ" ol

J.




'_ﬁemamls ntﬁmﬂmw ata gwumm;f é :ﬁa
¢ when dealings in land have to be ,_u a .
ls democrats, in whose names ancestral ho dmgg are h
rith their tr:bul chief before the collector and wcpfa
nand their tribal rights with dominant pers:stenced
y:- -.f ‘gome explanation of the benefits of British ad
in Negri Sembilan is requ:md civil wars, ha.rbamuﬂ i
and exorbitant taxation afford indisputable excuav:
S0 kﬁ mlhtel;feal;fncfﬂ in the nthel;:ts:lt;s o ’k P
R g head of every one se patriarchal stauﬁ 2
nﬂ&,fmﬁg dl-pertuan—"H{: who is made lord”, to employ he i
a ﬁﬁ]n}r style, the Raja in the parlance of his Hindu. ancesto 1
_'w;_.pf_-__ ultan to use the term preferred by his latest faithi. ] S
- £he Chinese of the Chou period 3000 years ago, the primitiye
lalay had credited his chiefs with magic powers undﬁt?.' 3
uence perhaps of Babylonian ideas. Even as late as 13“1-'1 ;
éh*:: Ence saw nﬂthmg fantastic in their Sultan actin
jedium at a shaman’s séance and prophesying the death o
- “first British Resident—whose murder he intended to mrnpagﬁq
Wiﬂl the advent of the Hindu period the Malay ruler had .
bei}ume an incarnation of a god, most often of Indra, controller
+ of weather and lord of Mount Meru, the Hindu Dl}rmpua. wttfnr
S ﬁ 3‘5,391.‘13 The myth has a measure of practical interest still -
e the astrological notions centring round the Hindu Mq-nr
' --: ffected and left their impress on the political Stmctull:aﬂf
ay: States. Like Burma, Siam and Cambodia, médiasval =
a.and most of the modern states have constifutions -
an the astrological numbers 4, 8, 16 and 32. In all thoge

g

‘there were 4 chief ministers and 4 chief consor! for. .
. In most Maiay countries there are not only & t&ﬂéﬂ
":._but 8 major chiefs and 16 minor chiefs, and, be:l‘m
aat, mediaeval Malacca and modern Perak have haialau 32
hiefs; Thirty-two chiefs plus a king made up the number
i in Indra’s heaven, and a Malay kingdom was conx
1 image of the heavenly world of stars and ‘gods”, -
sl vas associated with all that was bright. Oﬁ;
y & white ﬂﬂgur wear}rcllaw garmr—:uts As the

' ' -"r'-_
{‘:- ST




F-‘:_ uwntoaarth,nMa]aynﬂerhad ce.rtﬂ.in
25, well as many prerogatives. Only he could ‘patd
a murderer and &e abductor of a married wors
y.at least he was a constitutional monarch, Tomg
1s how in old Malacca death sentences were revigye
iltan, the prime minister, the admiral and the chisfof
sand treaties between the Sultan of Perak and the Puﬁ?
ample, were signed by the Ruler and major chiefa. ,,. " ...
j,'nedlaef.rnl Malacca all the chiefs except the 32 be

title’af Mantri; and every Mantri had judicial powers
duty o coﬂzctmg tribute, which was paid by adjacent %
*,ls7states in tin or gold. The Bandahara or Prime Mmjg .
*-‘{; powers of life and death not only in his own do U
re in the state in the absence of the Sultan. The Te
hief of police, had evcxjrwhere the same duties, namely 0.
esb-criminals, build prisons and carry out exe-:utlouﬁ*

oA
"1 tintended forts and moats and supervised markets

¥ hts and measures, A Sultan had a chamberlain, géc
oy e Sy purer, styled Penghulu Bendahari, who kept a roster of
} : s and collected the Ruler's personal revenus The -
i, :Efq : dn.ra or port officers and collectors of customs tlﬂ w—;
LRy *FH' v.Pires to Egvu been of several nationalities. w

lors of tributary districts with the title of Mandy
& prime task of chiefs in mediaeval

advancement of trade that brou
2 Aa for domestic policy, except J an ¢
bt century, no independent Malay states, T. er
n roads, medicine, education or any of the &t
s'of a civilized government. Instead of a standi
¢ mercenaries and swashbucklers attac.had,t_p
iefs’ households. The only civil servants
i‘* and pnhcr.-, who were also the myrridong.

.ﬂ_

e an imperialist policy for the glory of thn 0y l£ ‘1
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et it

*- neils with executive and legislative arg, T b _':
4 of every Council was the Ruler, and leadin cﬁi &

g ¥ -.-. 4 3y
.r>.»"E: ] O e (¥ ".Vﬁt.’ 4 h_;: i 4% 4 ey 2
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8 nn' 187, 4 ﬂuiﬂﬂ !' gﬂm qm 3% ;?Eﬁff

's;ima Ithadmbunnbm ;

Seational shonld be o in practice. Ithadno, onlar
"S : ttﬂf“Pﬂ-‘Wﬂt m:;ﬁlumdlntermunf mr

guidlists and to increase the branches of governmer
de al;nh modern subjects as medicine and agricult
S s g ol
. Ag soon as the Malay chiefs had been allotted compensatio
ﬁrﬁ.&lnnu of hereditary privileges in the shape of fixed alloy
, drices i«: did not take long to win their co-operation, and

. ‘ardec ‘quickly gave way to the new. The change was greatly's .

- /fapilitated by the two mam principles of Malay rule: the egn="""
. sultation of their chiefs by the rulers and the virtual cond eu"'-‘u' :
8 ment by the Bendahara or Prime Minister. Just as a Sultan ' 154

" “gf Malacca had delegated authonity to his Bendahara, so, now, 1!

the Sultans were content to entrust administration to:
ssidents. For the kernel of the treaty with every state. m )
mwhda all revenue should be collected and all appoinﬂmnta
in the name of the Ruler, he should accept 2 British’

,», Resident whose advice had to be invited and followed upm-a]], . '

| nate "r  other than those touching Malay religion and cus 3 '
' how were these British Residents to discover the mﬂ /

}' s and to explain to them the objects of |
n

gyrt. The Indian Mutiny had revealed the folly of legmla;ing'-‘ »

¢ Asiatics without means of ascertaining whether lawsiofy s |
sign -origin were objectionable to them or not. So, following, 7.+
odel of the Indian Councils Act of 1861 and mindful of
Sultans’ time-honoured councils, the British instifut

| but there was the radical innovation. that the
3;!::.!: and Chinese merchants (and later other British! ;'
;'n- moff a]a and Indians) were also membm._’rﬂm
d. laws; the review, of death smtenm. ﬂw@fﬂ
EIL«. :, LT v f:_,_

of oA A
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vacein by | resery

rercha trebs an appItcauon fnr p&maum:q o
fs, the efficacy of a rat-poison for rice-fields, the
'_ Fal: var_',r—-ﬂm topics broached at early maeungéai‘ .

‘Councils were a s e mixture. So, too, was'the -
el of the new civil service in those days. A few
m the neighbouring colony were available like (Sir) ﬁ"ﬂli@i
well and (Sir) Frank Swettenham, who did yeomin- ‘work
Is 'ﬁﬁdrg for themselves distinguished careers. But the M‘ﬁ
and tactful of the Residents, Sir Hugh Low, had Bmf’ i
" nist. One upcountry district officer had been a midshij
* man and won great popularity among the Malays by holding
.?E‘-r fﬁ"ghta to settle disputes, the owner of the winning bird -
ing the suit given in his favour. Another was an Italianwho

£ Malay smith and was elated when he got a hﬁvfﬁlim;
i ’nff one of his smith’s creeses on the Resident as'a ge 1
q &, But already by the late 'go’s of the last century cade
ere recruited for the Malay States and soon there was form
'n ited Mala}ran Civil Service, its members liable. to be
-.-- in the Straits Settlements or the Malay’ ﬁh@l N 4
hordurs men from British Universities, who sat for the ¢ 1
etitive examinations prescribed for the Home and
Services. The same type is recruited today, 1
cally they are members of a service common. wﬂl_ e
, and they are appointed no longer after cc
t-.un but by nomination. 3 L
Ithough the Residents were responsible to the Gﬁﬁ 101 of
tn Settlements, lack of commuriications’ and of 2
k led to tiresome differences in the taxation an
h of the four protected states, Each passed its
d its own annual budget and each hadits ‘own
Bo in 1895 Perak, Selangor, Negri Sembilan
: w_ere federalized unde.r a Re-mdﬂnt-GcnzmI '




w@feﬁmﬂm mﬂmuf tf:nar;gnihr ehmh?,ﬁﬂhm K th

—gvén in Malay times the most arbitrafy Sultan’]
-t least made a pretence of consulting his chiefs, and § *‘fb
: Mﬁgﬁ ‘béen enacted by the Ruler in Council. Nath

8 new treaty was to curtail the powers of rulers
dtates, though they were now set the acrobatie ¢
ng I'he advice of a Resident, of a Resldeut-{?ﬁ ery

. gtdtes :Were to be persuaded to “take the unprece
~ but admirable step of promising to give the pog
/mssistance in money and officials as the Remdent—Generﬁ ight
idvise. A durbar of the Rulers was constituted, a sort of ﬁa leral
ourieil in-embryo, though it was without Iegislatwe or finane
wers, And there was nothing in the nature of an e;tg i

ineil to limit the authority of the Resident-General, /7
ubber coming on the top of tin gave an impétus 1
lapment of the federal constitution. For when Sultan Tdris:
31ed by the Resident of Perak to issue a circular exhorting his
it ects to take up the easy job of squatting in the shade dr i:f :
g uppmg rubber-trees, Malays accepted this reflection un»-thélr Bt
“industry in good part, but Km’mg often been bitten ovér: novp{-*"f- £
pe waited to sec the result of European and Chinese planting:

-.a tin mines and rubber plantations that those fmignm
ed in every state rapidly grew into great mdustrms, wlﬁﬁ]::
ncial confidence demanded representation ; 8o in 1969’
l;tH:gh Commissioner got approval for a Federal Couneil.
jscerated the four State Councils, leaving only p :
@.mers on their agenda, On the new Federal C ﬁ_.i:u 'Hm
s b e ordinary members with no power of yeto and:
18 dwadvantage that their rank prevented themy
inig dr debate besides, they were in the anomalous 'p Nﬂ:_ .
sing themselves and that only as individual mbn:ﬂ:fmnﬁ__
z@ ‘or a minority as the case might be”. The President
o dﬁral Council was the High Commissioner (who was
ot of the adjacent Colony), and other members were:
'Gmal:al th,e four Residents and four unﬁﬁiiﬁaﬁ,,; 57
a.n:i one Cbmesa In 1913 the Legal' =




Rulers, who to their great satisfaction now gave up theis s
8, Although consulted outside the federal chamber, Their .
‘Hightiesses had for years sat and listened in silence ; 0. wha
evetyone regarded as the allocation of state revenue by the
fdaral executive authority and unofficials interested in. tin and
rubber. But there was so much money that the Rulers félt no -
iriclination to criticize. Nor were they disposed to challeng® '
’ rgency legislation passed without prior reference to ﬁh,qu i
gy -,-1“1 -’iﬁ'ﬁ- the First World War. Then two events opened theis,

© o 'the gealization that their states were in theory fednrata;l.,‘
Elﬁ _._111.* tﬁd "_l
r.:'*';h first event that made Malays eye federation & ... il i ¢
 mds the refusal of the five states, Johore, Kedah, Kelantan
r - ggar and Perlis, that came under British prﬂw&f on in..

A7 390y, o enter it on any terms. The treaty with Kedah wentsc
|/ far.agto stipulate that it should never be joined to the Colosiy of
*j ‘other Malajr state without the consent of i urs‘

iil. The treaties with Johore and Kedah stipuls .
yiand European officials should be on a footing ¢
‘had voluntarily asked for protection as the
ment of a growing population was outside its exg
it had reason to expect consideration. But &vé)
o-administer the four northern States which
in, possessed” on over suzerainty from ,.v’,'
d by her for the right to advise, and she thus
g¢of internal independence which is an ing

\

power”’. The newly protected states m] :'_
;!reamufthzfe:gmtod.mtal irtanci
Eedorated Malay Sfate

—



|. |.~ '-: tdl; f

ardly z 7 g
i rib- : i&doné nt wna the depression after the wat
whia 2‘5--- to charges a t the federal authorities & g
gance: at the expense of the constituent states. The expe : :"’
of, £ nillions of dollars on unprofitable sections of thes %5
id jonthe futile construction of a railway dock in the dt
. of Prai excited general criticism, Why had no ong (g
ultan of Johore) foreseen the imminent competition of the .
and the motor lorry? Critics shut their eyes: tdi -=;__~_'
Hady ‘?ublic works and services that were due to fed at tion, i /
r - An spite of all, even Malays had become conscigus-that
" federation had w1dﬂ1ed the horizon of the state with beriéfit e
. the’pegsant, who for centuries had lived (as Malays say) li
nder a coconut shell, But now Downing Etraetpe 0
ristic of its Malayan policy and ap
al zahr.m. After 1gog the Remdant-Gﬂncrzl 4
Chief Secretary, to emphasize his subordination '
i Commissioner, but his powers had remained unchm v :
-nl:rw his place was to be taken by a Federal Secretary, :
" junior m rank to the Residents to be an autocrat. La
) to be passed by the Federal Council, but by

uncils again, History is likely to smile DIEJ:EZ :

'h'nhkc gesture. But decentralization appeared no lau
ter to the heads of such departments as dealt with
‘education, medicine and public works, who since
eén members of the Federal Council and whosé unch
1 fiat had run throughout the Colony and the Federat

ey 9aw their departments disintegrating and their-fats/
fallenged by state heads of departments, their own subgrdina’’
sir fears were exaggerated, but they looked withue gﬁ‘fr
unified departments that were left intact, the policé,

ms, the survey and the labour departments and %
ge; Responsibility for the public debt remained
r;;,_ ncil: without its sanction no State could: E

i
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sz by & thﬁuaund nu'icu of' rnﬂ d;
wand .u-. [ cf metalled roads.. The fifth of the mumry
iltivated had been surveyed from trigonometrical dtlf
re “'ﬂiﬁil; scientific conservation of the small su n‘.i’
ard 'ﬁp:ber in Malaya's boundless forests. Agnnulturita Hnd
- ingreased the rice crops and done much to improve FE

£ _?ﬁmhty of pineapples and the fruits, Only the :‘.Eh& !l % '.
pattment remained inadequately staffed and :qu:pped urn.ﬁl
er the Japanese war.
SR -~Bhtt1:ic weak spot under any scheme for decentralization 'ﬂ'au
o 'ﬂ’!f- State Councils. In Johore and Kedah these were’ eﬂiu[mt
Bbodies with Malays accustomed to the ways of Smgapnm and
- Penang and having a good notion of modern government. ﬁut?' by
i_"}.trft_c_ier thie shadow of the Federal Council no State Counail igib'_'.j. 4
- the four oldest protected states had grown to maturity. The'w -
ibers were the Sultans, the Resident, some Malay
-gji‘iiﬁ;qatonally one or two British officials and unofficials md“onu' i
; #ﬁ&Chmesc Proceedings were in Malay and the vmwgﬂﬁﬂib“r Y.
Bultan were practically always those of the Resident an{L Eﬁu 3y
“of the chiefs those of the Sultan. It was the old Eaatern
“'What are legions and motor-cars thundermg]:} f What
pard 7 What bezoar compared to the twinkle of
fagh ?” To qualify these effete councils to deal with lage
Eﬁmpcm and Indian unofficials were now made mumlfm, 8
‘were younger Malays with a modern education andmodern
- l,1311]1 unofficial members of the Federal Couneil wﬁ:ﬁ;u '
.~f ed first on these State Councils. And to ensure Mﬁfﬂi

.'.a
.

1’

ble for finance and legislation were appointed umh'
nJ_I Etate Councils| Nine sets of individual laws Wers noy
c -1;_1}' nine legislative bodies i ina country the size of Erigla
farcical make-believe and it failed in its object the
ouitside the Federatmn still showed no inclination _' 3
ﬂ_l',ljﬂllld thej,r




amw;ar{ .!L!}MIN:t ",rmi'%?&ﬂ

| meﬂlﬂmﬂ,ag%mﬁdw'ﬁmﬁ%% pense-of the Cdlonyan
: ﬁcﬁ:ﬁfﬂw averse from. paying their quota. T&g 3‘:.1: 0o
Xpense to prescrve their autonomy. For, as a forme ?’ igh
:" omirmissionar, Sir Lawrence Guillemard, wrote when hesi
“a poliey of decentralization in the Fedaratmn. in the other Sta
the British Advisers had to deal with a different type of H
[{;n type of the '70's and they set about their tasl
rent way. They have never attempted to be ady
sapt ﬂdwsers”, and guided the Unfederated States:
) 0o wise bureaucratic and for the benefit primar
“the Malays”, Though wealth was in the hands of Chinese and:
Eﬂm?ﬂnﬂﬁﬂﬂ: there was no doubt as to which was the faveur
an Unfederated State before the Japanese i mvaa:gm
| AR r% difference between the' Malay States that mm;q
|- under our protection and a state like Johore in 1914 J,g_' |
lusttated by the written constitution that was
8k aw:,rera for Johore's first Sultan, Abubakar, in it h
_ gonstitution with one amendment made in 1
ained in force and has been taken as a pattern by alfqﬁ
‘of what they would choose for the constitution of all prﬁ};é
. gtates, Urider the original constitution there were 1o, bﬁ
1 Councll of Ministers and a Council of State. The; 1
who 'W’E:I'ﬂ' the assistants and advisers of the Ruler, had’ t&xﬁé
g rofessing the Muhammadan faith. Before the treaty.
'ﬁm members of the Council of State had to be Johore
& thuugh not necessarily Malays or Muslims, bttﬁiﬁf;r
: n;pmbmiup was thrown open, as in all the states, to
officials and others not required to be Johore aul:ugnﬁ ﬂ%
s an oath of allegiance to the Sultan. The Couneil
_-.'...: ~had neither executive nor legwlﬂtwt powers ; th
fuhiction of the Council of State is legislative. B;iag,ﬂ,
ngnt to the constitution in 1912 a third or Execus
cil was ‘created on the model of similar councils in By
8, its .province including routine matters of aduﬁpis-f
he initiation of legislation, advice to the Ruler nn‘d,_ﬁéﬂi:
f_ plications for all but small holdings of agricultural
'aﬂ,mmng rights, all contracts and tenrlqrg “for
T-:-' g f,'m Gen:ral Adwser ﬂac sassmn-- of this




m or Prime Minister with a Malay State

4 ] .'E-I. channel for all communications to and from the_ s
«f --,,.r ’fﬁ'l {edah, Kelantan and Trengganu there have been. m"
! Cotinicils mmbmmg executive and legislative functions on the
, o -model of those in the Federated States. In Kedah & State

Counell was established as far back as 1905 under Si

* ¢/préssure, but membership except for the admission of the
5 British Adviser was limited to Malays, In all the states trans-
" firred by Siam, the civil service, even in its lnfher ranks, Whﬁ
i staffed mainly by Malays, while the clerica serviee;

' A, e Federated States is full of Chinese and Indians, haah?bﬁ,
» 15 restricted to local Malays, :
g Tn all the Malay States the higher ranks of the te

.l
! ‘départments have so far been staffed almost entirely by

* %%/ gnigineers, surveyors, foresters, doctors, agrmult‘uﬁl

J 15, educationists, But in Kelantan and Tren

“17. [reverué has kept dms; It‘;chmcal aet::llcea m L,,
1" pis. o - After 1914, when Johore accepted British ad W
3{ R {rwso types of coostitution: “ZHr
(ZAELEU (x) The Straits Settlements (that is, the filand of
8 Singapore, the island of Penang, along with Province
8 Iles J " and the territory of Malacca, including INaning
!‘__ " yeré a British Colony. ' U3

% ,, q} Perak, Seiangor, Nagn Sembilan and P: ;'1_.'_.- ,;-":-'.15-'

"/ 5 béen " protectorates since the '70’s and '80’s of the

entury, and after 1895 were the Federated: IV
belg L



(along with Province Wt:t“
,yith Naning).




1.# rr. ‘Has Bntmh influence been more bmuﬁ' ent
the sphere of law. But British was not the first haﬂ
fuence experienced in one Malay port: Malacca had beéen
nder the rl:gn of both Portuguese and Dutch law.. ”@n
ese appointed leading citizens as magzatmtﬁ with civil
ciminal jurisdiction, and from their decision a ey .
Justice ; but there was no divorce between t t@ mry
‘the executive, because in criminal cases triab i
yurt the Chief Justice had to apply for the advice ﬁ:ﬂ’féuﬁi
- fir ation of the Governor. To adjudicate in the disputes -
e ‘»ﬂ’jﬂb ‘Minangkabaus of Naning and to punish their mig~ -
“5 deeds, a Portuguese was appointed bailiff for life, but hgtqta,
; d administrative functions. The Bendahara appointed. ?g
- fhe Partu to have jurisdiction over foreign Amudﬁ-
a g;;n erived part uf] his income from fines. Por
g, indeed, was no less corrupt than Portuguesé adminise
fon, and it was the Portuguese from whom words for ! W, I:
ure” and “dungeon” crept into the Malay lan, The
en in 1641 Malacca was wrested from Portugal b
Malays came under a people with a pmfnun
: 'ﬂf:tm still law that adjudged the ferocious pus :
age. When the crew of a Dutch patrol ship butchered

gnd passengers of a Moorish ship off Kedah in raval
mitances, the Netherlands East India Company %
'dﬁd justice sentenced the offenders to lose théir tig
5.2 nd be broken on a cross before execution. Kee
ard ed as a mild punishment for the Company’
nd 8laves were liable to inhuman floggings. Such lmm¢
‘of the conqueror before the British perm%
al d,ent of history that by the time the Britigh'
1 rm system of criminal law thtoughguit
s, ‘or?jw Hobbes called it, “t,hu trbﬂa '

ﬁ’lf%hﬂ
‘-"’r
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Revolution. When Lord Minto hurnt the stocks and the racks
and released the debtors from the Duteh prison at Malacea, it
was no idle gesture but the symbol of a new era, -. y
Yet when the British had rented the island of Pepang for ,
their first settlement, a trading company was very slow-fo
introduce a proper legal system. Although wimin&zrae years".
the population of that island had risen to 10,000, Francis Light,' ~
its first Superintendent, was told vaguely to preserve order by -
inflicting imprisonment or other common punishments, By -
1792 he had to arrange for the Asiatic headmen to exercise, .
jusisdiction in the case of offences committed by persons of their.
own race; for it was not till near Light's death of malariain 1
that a regular magistrate was apgauint:d to meet the needs of an . -~
uannding population. Cases of murder by other than British
gsubjects were tried by courts-martial, consisting of not less -
than five members chosen from officers of the army and from '
respectable citizens. For the trial of British subjects there was
no provision at all. When in 1800 instructions for the adminis-
tration of justice were at last issued, they prescribed that the
law for Penang was to be “the law of the different peoples and
tribes of which the inhabitants consist, tempered by such parts
of the British law as are of universal application”. It is hardly
surprising that when the first Judge arrived, he concluded there
was no law except the law of nature. In two cases where he
applied the Statute of Frauds, he was overruled by the Lieu-
tenant-Governor. It was not until 1807, or twenty years after its
- foundation, that Penang got a proper legal system.,
. Iulﬂingapure Raffles took the line that “‘the old and irrational
in the societies with which he dealt must be rooted out that
gy might be replaced by the universal and natural law of |
nature, the outstanding embodiment of which was undoubtedly -
"the British Common Law”. To the Government of India he
d that “we cannot do better than ﬂ]:}ipl}r the general
principles of British law to all, equally and alike, without
“ on of tribe or nation, under such modifications only as -
local citcumstances and peculiarities and a due consideration’
for'the weakness and prejudices of the native part of the [iwpu-
lation, may from time to time suggest. , . . Something like a
code, % ghall egplain in a few words what is considered a
Begt B G
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B MALAYA AND TS BISTORY
. erime and what is the punishment attached to it, seems in-
" dispensable.” But until 1826 legal chaos prevailed, the Regident
dministering Chinese and Malay law, and having no power
over Buropeans, ity
. The introduction of a satisfactory legal system into the
Straits Settlements took time. It was not till after 1867, when the
Settlements came under the Colonial Office that a Supreme
Court was established and the executive ceased to have judicial
" functions. The Indian Penal and Criminal Procedure Cddes
- wereadopted with few alterations. There was also a Civil Proce-
-« dure Code. And a Civil Law Ordinance “introduced the English
+ law relating to partnership, corporations, banks and banking,
- principal and agents, carriers by Fand and sea, marine insurance,
it ﬁfe and fire insurance and mercantile law generally”. Not only
-~ was a Court of Appeal instituted, but appeals could be made in
appropriate cases to the Privy Council. Magistrates in the
Colony before the Japanese war might be British, Malay,
. Chinese or Eurasian. T
- Except that there could be only British and Malay magis-
. trates and that two assessors took the place of juries, the
+ judicial system of the Straits Settlements was the model for that

~"of the Malay States. And to assess the value of this importation
~of British law into those states, some knowledge of the Malay

_.* lsystems is necessary. L
. Universal validity, impartiality and comparative humanity
. distinguish British justice, and only one Malay system of law

B can challenge any comparison. That is the primitive Indonesian -
- gystem of which Hindu and Muslim law had left only relics'in -

U the
" Sembilan seventy years ago and is still the civil law of Minangs
-~ kabau colonists. Put its customary provisions alongside the
despotic rule and brutal hybrid law of the patriarchal Malay

the farmer”. No Raja ever dared to tamper with its validity and
noMuslim Kathi to challenge its 'I:J.IIBI'L]:[I)

gﬁtriarchal States, but which was in full force in. Negsi.

States and at once it is apparent why this matriarchal law’ =
commands the passionate regard of the Minangkabaus a5 'a @
Magna Charta, or, as they express it, “a couch for tha sleeper, a -
shelter for the wayfarer, a ship for the navigator, a heritage for =

. odox principles, It was
Hﬁfﬁ*‘-’iﬂ.:@;'.kﬁcﬂing of a democracy" of inland agricultirists

i e i gk
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impervious to foreign influences. Every peasant can quote the
Bﬂ'jfiﬂg:- that embody it and the clever have compiled innumet- '
able digests with the impdssible aim of identifying the law of
X0, us clans with the Muslim canon. o

ife in a clan is communal, and the Hindu sword of exe- , *
ction, the Hindu tortures and prison cage, and the i 5
Muslim lopping off of thievinf hands would have involved the . - -
loss of workers on tribal fields. So except for heinous and "/ .
incarrigible offenders tribal penalties always took the form of
restitution, a fowl or goat for gssault, a man from the slayar's
tribe in the event of homicide, With a rigidity unavoidable i+ -
law designed for a large population Dritish law sentences
murderers to death and cares nothing for tribal loss or for
compensation in the shape of fowls, goats and sisters’ sons, '
It refuses to accept the Minangkabau view that arson, robbery,.
swindling and marriage with a woman of one's own tribe are
' offences. When accident is proved, it will not convict of
hemicide, and what the Minangkabau custom condemns as .
crininal cheating it often relegates to a civil court. In all these .
points the Indian Penal Code introduced by the British is an
advance on Indonesian criminal law.

But with Minangkabau civil law neither Muslim nor
British law has interfered. The law of property remains matri-
archal. In theory ancestral property still belongs to the tribe and
in practice descends to daughters and granddaughters or
gigters and nieces and so on. This tribal law had two great
advantages in former days. To prevent the loss of a pair of
hands a tribe would defray a tribesman’s debt rather than let
him.be lost to it as the debt-slave of a creditor. Secondly, it safé-

and still safeguards—the proprietary rights of wives,
roees and widows, giving a divorcee, for example, a half
ghate of all property acquired jointly during married life, In
modérn times this tribal law has had another beneficial result. It «
Hag kept land from passing into the hands of foreign money-'
lendegrs for the liquidation of individual debts.
- Pri;mitive irness to women was the one redeeming
feature in the law of the patnarchal Malay States. Villagers
on ‘the Perak River, for example, still insist that on diverce
half. the land ired during wedlock shall be given to
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AT - gewom (e A b
has.not, A propos erak State to apply
gﬁf‘m p:mﬁplc-fz:} M‘Efammadm law which gives aafﬂ.aﬁ
/1ashare double that of a wornan has found no acceptance. For
Malay headmen were allowed to give ewdaum explaining -
anomalies of local customary law. Then in 1927 the
itish Supreme Court ruled that this oral evidence on the law
“of a state was inadmissible. But how then was any court or
'.tand office to discover what was the Malay law? An endctment
* ‘was passed cnabling points to be stated for the decision of the
/ Ruler-in-Council, a decision that unfortunately is likely fo

. follow Mushm _',unsprudmce rather than earlier custom.,
Another danger now threatens the customary rights of Malay
women, and that is the possibility of the construction of
law within the new Federation following the strict Muslim ldw
of Penang and Malacca. The Muslims of those two Settlements
would be shocked not only at the customary rights of women,
but at the customary evasion of the Muslim ban on the taking of
interest. A Malay creditor will accept a charge on land, allowi

- hin to enjoy the profits or part of the profits of the crop, su

" ﬁumﬁts not to be placed ag:unat the money owed but to be in

u of interest, until the debt is repaid in full. Here the peasant
has preferred ‘the practice of old Hindu days to compliance
“~with the commnndmanta of his latest faith,

, + 'Criminal law in the patriarchal states was a tissue of
. barbarities, inconsistencies and class favouritism, three of the
most damning flaws in the administration of justice. Evolved for
‘}ﬂlemmd population of mediaeval ports like Malacca, Kedaly

L. (L @nd Pahang, it was introduced mainly by Indlana. at firat Hmdﬂ

“ ¥ rand later Muslim. And our knowledge of it is due to five digests,

1’ ,ﬁt Malacca digest of A.p. 1523, a Pahang digest of 1596, a
' digest of port laws dated 1650, an eighteenth-century digest
tled the Ninety-nine Laws of Perak, and a Johore digest of

which is largely based on that of Malacca, Tomé Pires tells .

{thdf in mediaeval Malacca a man might be impaled or bumt
A taiﬁvé or beaten on the chest to death according to the nature of
'4_;{ ¥  ofime, The Pahang digest prescribes for a traitor threé
" Hindred and Slxt}"tﬂrh.ll'ﬂ:'a, to be followed by quarbudng Peo HEE

””‘f}ﬂg aiﬂ.l;lwmg who have seen a Pﬂhans youth gui tF °Ef
f:i»ﬂ"‘: .~' F oy : _ I ,;_.-,.' .1‘

e, " &
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majesté by some palace intrigue with his scalp down over his
s and his body-tied to.a stake to be drowned by the rising .
tide. His accomplice would be the victim of obscene torfuresor

.of gxecution by drowning. Alternative to the death penaltyin '~
Malacea of the fifteenth century were such punishmenfsas =

- goalping or cutting out the tongue of a betrayer of roy
_commands, The last Sultan of Malacea is alleged to have had
hig Lord High Admiral castrated for bringing false chargesthat
led to the execution of a Prime Minister, The verscity of a =
witriess was tested in those days by the Indo-Chinese methods
of ordeal by diving or by plunging a hand into boiling:

water or molten tin, to extract a potsherd that as a concession:
to Islam bore an inscription calling on Allah and the Four ==

Archangels to reveal which party spoke the truth. The Hindu =

generalization in the Malacca digest as to the death sentencefor

ten offences mirrors the contemporary disregard for humanlife. =/

Even a slave who had been struck a blow could lawfully kill his
agsailant within three days, and if he killed him later was merely. -
fined, though, as the compiler of the digest remarks, Mushim = -
““law would hold him guilty of murder. But the Malacca and the =
Pahang digests exhibit inconsistencies that may have been ==
%Iu?maly inserted to leave a Sultan scope to apply customary: ' -
indu or Muslim law as prejudice or policy dictated. Yet -
"4 Sultan ruled by the consent of his subjects, apathetic and-
* superstitious though they might be, and the adoption of Hindit
law with its condonation of murder or payment of blood-mongy -
made no insurmountable break with the Malay customiof
- gubstituting a fine for the death sentence, a custom obvipusly - -
- weleomed for the sake of their purse by Perak’s Sayid justiclars
- of the eighteenth century; Perak’s Ninety-nine laws let.a’

. maurderer pay a fine and provide a buffalo or white goat for
. the funeral feast. Whereas the usual penalty for theft was the' . -
~ loas of a hand on the first and second occasion and the loss of g " -
" fopt for the third or fourth offences, these Perak Sayids allowed =

._ " thief:to compound for a first offence, to lose a finger for .~
" second and to be banished for a third. In fact, so discrepantare -

* the provisions of the several digests that there was little meaning -

- in & statemnent made in the Perak State Council in 1878 that *
3 m ]&Fw&a for .th"f most part “unwritten though generally . -
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d appeaing to differ little from the codes of law
Torce n Malay States”. Even the law of forts
“with damage by buffaloes to crops Was not -

I j’]].rbﬁ%]ﬂﬂt the pE-l'I.l'.D'Bu[t P e
. When the British started to administer the Malay States; . .
& outmoded cruelty of Muslim criminal law and the imprac- .
‘ticability of the Muslim law of evidence, along with its contra-
tion of the Malay acceptance of circumstantial evidence, made
“the Malay rulers glad to follow in the footstepe of Tur‘auzegnci i
‘Bgyptand to adopt the Indian Penal Code and a law of evidence
that was a compromise between two systems they could not
reconcile. In this matter the Malays saw the desirability of
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STATEMENTS by carly Chinese voyagers have been taken to
imply that Indian traders visited the Malay world in neolithie”
times before the Aryan invasion of India. Certainly they must
have needled the way there for the coming of Hindu priests and’
Buddhist monks and for the Hindu adventurers who founded

little port kingdoms on Malaya’s estuaries. As we have seen,

desire for the gold and spices of the lands beyond the Ga
greatly increased the amount of Indian shipping at the opening
of the Christian era, Buddhism had lessened Hindu prejudice
gaifist crossing the sea and mixing with barbarians. Larger
dian ships were being built and the monsoon winds were
understood. But in spite of bigger ships, or rather because of
them, Indian traders naturally shunned the calms of the Malacca
Btraits by crossing on foot the narrow Malay peninsula on their
way to Indo-China. Others were content to go no farther than
the west coast of Malaya, And the beads dug up at Kuala
Selinsing in the north of Perak and the Indian and Roman beads
from Kotz Tinggi on the Johore River suggest that inter-
national trade started with neolithic Indonesians as primitive as
the naked Sakai or the Dayak, who both deck their persons with

those ornaments. Among primitive Malays it must have been .

the practice for chiefs to take the lead in commercial trans-
actions as the Sakai headman and the Batak raja still do. The
practice was not only natural but inevitable in commuhities
where pro belonged not to the individual but to the tribe.
And when Indian adventurers married the daughters of Malay
Heddrnen, the practice was fortified by the growth of families

t.only bilingual but possessed of the quicker intelligence

irable for transacting business with the foreign customer.
Under such conditions it was easy enough for the Hindus to
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104 MALAYA AND ITS HISTORY

' introduce’ the Tndidn system of toyal trading, I-tsing, the

‘Buddhist'monk who travelled at the end of the seventh century,

- “tellshow the king'of Sri Vijaya possessed ships that sailed with

ammdﬁumlndja So it is in a literal sense that Arabs

m g in the ninth century with Kedah declare that the

a of Sri Vijaya was made as rich as any king in the
gg trade in cloves, sandalwood and nutmegs, in ivory,

EL: abpn and gold, in camphor from Sumatra and tin from Mnla}rn.

“To fhlh royal commerce the coming of Islam made no difference,
Tomé Pires records how at Malacca Muzaffar Shah “bought.

"'and built junks and sent them out with merchants” and how the

riler of Malacca waxed rich by “putting his share in every
junk that goes out". He also relates how by ships from the
{\[ﬂ] archipelago and the Far East “dues are not paid on
merchandise, but only presents to the king and his ministers”,
Even on the visits of the early rulers of Malacca to China there
is a caustic but illuminating remark made by a Chinese chron-
icler, that the barbarians brought tribute not {from any sense of

. duty but in quest of the advantages of trade.

. . To mediaeval Malacca resorted merchants from Cairo,
Ardbia, Turkey, Armenia, Byzantium, Persia, India, Burma,
Siam, Cambodia, Champa, China and the Malay arciupulag:u
as far away as Celebes. The merchandise exchan ﬂt tlun
entrepbt half-way between India and China was suc
roduce as tin, cloves, nutmegs, mace, pepper, musk, cﬂm
E{mamn. sandalwood, honey, wax and slaves ; gold from P ng.
Sumatra, Java, ane: and Cochin China; tapestries, incense
‘gnsmds for dyeing from Arabia; cloths from Pulicat and
bay ; Chinese silks and brocades and porcelain ; silver from
‘Buirma, Siam and China; rosewater, opium, pearls, quicksilver,
. m?parware and i ironware ; gilded coffers from Canton
birds of paradise to set in Turkish and Arabian turbans,
tid to be noted that it is precisely the most valuable of this
merchandise—gold, silks, ivory and sandalwood—that were the
uisites of Malaya’s merchant kings down to the British
iod. In mediaeval Malacca chiefs as well as Sultans traded,
J:IibMafq}! Annals say that the Bendahara or Prime Minister
ﬁ gla-:ca s last Sultan never failed in his ventures and .was
‘riclier than the richest Tamil in the port. Prres tﬂ]k& «of :ﬁa

:"H



TRADE; MONQPOLIZED AND FREE «I0g

Bendahara's great jewels and his five quintals of gold, but Pires
also records that Bultan Mansur Shah died possessed of 1zo
quintals of gold besides quantitiés of precious stones, -

In the seventeenth century, as Dutch records show, the
Bultans of Kedah traded with India, taking cargoes of tin and

elephants to Bengal and Coromandel in their own royal * oy

.-L'Ir'

It was with the rulers of Kedah and Johore that the Dut¢h’
monopolists made so many ineffectual agreements for. the

purchase of all the tin from their countries, and there is frequent -

mention of vessels belonging to the Sultans and their chigfs.”

Early in the d%htcanﬂm century there was a Sultan’s brother at.
Riau who nearly caused a rebellion by “engrossing all trade in '
his own hands, buying and selling at his own prices”. And
Bugis traders, for whose merchant vessels the last Sultan of
Malacca had special laws drawn up, soon blossomed into chiefs
who not only married into the Malay ruling families but usurped
their commerce. As late as the nineteenth century the old
gﬁn gatives were asserted, For in the muddle of that cen
_the Singapore Chamber of Commerce was complaining that the
Temenggong of Johore monopolized trade in Malaya’s indi-
gﬁﬂﬂus gutta-percha, his armed followers intercepting cargoes
or Singapore and securing nearly all a crop in which there was
then a boom: “it was inferred that extreme influence of some
kind was used, or some part of it would have found its way to
parties who offered much higher prices”.

_ This Malay tradition of royal trading brought two most
¢vil consequences. In the first place, protected by sumptuary
laws, the royal merchants prevented the emergence of a

" gommercial middle class. In the second place, when the arrival
* of the Portuguese and Dutch monopolists put an end to inter-
voutse between Indian merchant princes and Malay ruling
famnilies, the one chance for Malays to get to understand the
uses of capital was extinguished, the royal families becoming’
more dnd more Malay with no fresh Indian blood to keep alive
' copumercial instincts. Not, of course, that it was Malay rulers
“swho were to blame for the decline of Malay trade. For, while.
thé Sultans of mediaeval Malacca could spend money on the
Luilding of merchant ships, the European monopolists now
hamipéred Malay enterprise and ruined Malay commerce,
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nﬂmns nnﬂ.ﬂh:aﬁahapand their lessened takings not on
overséas comiflerce but on _]E.‘WB]]E.I.‘_',F and finery that
ght- no return. When at last the British introduced free,
h:ndn and Btitish advice limited the enforcement of sumptuary
. 0 the mére observance of etiquette within court precinots,
' i‘j,t #&a to6 late to remedy Malay economic decay. Apart from
p ﬁ g veasels that till the advent of steamships sailed from and
. 40" Celebes with the monsoons, Malay shl;‘:jp];ng had had
* ghiance to develop under the surveillance of the patrol boats of
Dutch monopolists. Malay commercial ties with Java and
Sumatra and Coromandel and Bengal had been severed by the
* [Portuguese and the Dutch. The Malay peasant, it is true,
became richer in the British period and soon learnt to s
but no one taught him how to invest, and his religion frown
on the taking of interest. So he stood naked to the winds of
commerce that blew from China, India and Europe. Chinese
and Indians not only had shipping of their own, while the
Malay, a better sailor, had practically none, but Chinese and
Indmna had commercial connections between their countries Gf
origin and the Peninsula of their adoption. And as the
Britannica increased the tide of immigration, so the plight o thu
Malays grew worse, though for a few decades e boom in
rubber hooded their eyes. Neither Chinese nor Indian will
admit the Malay into their firms, and now that the Malay is
bed and anxious to enter commerce, he finds that thu
Chinese and Indian have preceded him even in British firms and
ve taken care to keep alive the tradition that the Malay is
. A Malay once tried to start dealing in rice in a state
pmdannnant]}r Malay, but as the only motor transport was
+pwned by Chinese, they gave their own race preferential rates
fo.r lnrﬁna in the hope of squeezing out the interloper, A Malay
gf-’ tive society arranged to sell its rubber direct o @
firm in Singapore, but as this was a blow at the Chinese
ﬁuddl-gmau the firm’s | Chinese clientéle threatened t‘ﬂ
" “Withdraw their custom unless the arrangement was :
; Inh:a own country the Malay is boycotted as a trader by jms
X able foreigners. Examples are innumerable. The trade of
alaya is in the clutch especially of the Chinese, to whom
H’ . m.lse over business is unthinkable. In B:.mm &e
g ‘,*- Y | LT +£
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government has discriminated against firms that have neglected
to employ Burmese.

It was free trade and peace that attracted the Chinese and:
Indigns, who have created a Malayan problem. Free trade was'
introduced with the founding of Penang in 1786, Free trade
and the eclipse of the Dutch during the Napoleonic wars led: '
to the rapid progress of commerce at the new port, thuufgohﬂ‘ _
P never fulfilled its early promise. Chosen as a place for.
the refitting of ships, it proved unsuitable for docks, as.the:
opposite coast was to prove in the present century. Lying at

¢ extreme periphery of the Malay archipelago, Penang was
central only for trade with Burma and Siamese Malaya and with
northern Sumatra, which as late as 1824 produced—a legacy
from Acheh's greater days—almost 6o per cent of the world's
geppﬂr. Not only was Penang at the edge of the Malayan map,

ut pirates made the long sail up the calm Straits of Malacca sa
hazardous a venture that Riau remained the chief port of resort,
for thie Bugis, and local boats still preferred the nearer port of

" Not that the ancient harbour of Malacca could fulfil modern
needs. Policy and geography had directed much of its trade to
Penang. Its harbour was too shallow for the increasing draught
of shipping. The anarchic condition of the Malay States ham-
gc:;cd even Malacea's local trade. And finally the founding of

lqg;E:re reduced it to a depot for its last and greatest rival,

commerce of the two lesser ports had its ups and downs,
By 1865 (long before the days of rubber) the trade of Malacca
was gix times as big as in 1829. The trade of Penang in those
déys depended largely on the price of Sumatran pepper, thotgh
Atalso had important Chinese customers interested in its sea-
slugs, birds’ nests and sharks’ fins. But before the days of
rubber the ratio between the trade of the three Settlements
wis fairly constant, Singapore enjoying about three-quarters
of it, And though there have long been no pirates to deter
pping from Penang, Singapore will always be pre-eminent
by .reason of its central position and its great landlocked
. Singapore, however, did not come to be numbered among
thie ten greatést ports in the world without rivalry and setbacks.
g BT C
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3!@]&;&'&3&1& qémpgb'm of Hangi:ang in 1842 it of
“ . much traffic anbh uunqueat Ind ﬂ-md _
- ‘Baigon and Hai ]mqi titors, The establishment nf
7 ghij pmgi etween Holland and Netherlands India
and hﬁtwm the islands of the archipelago took away & con-:
siderable part of local commerce, The Malay States opened
"Port Swettenham for direct transport of tin and rubber and of
ﬂiemmudltles needed for those two great industries, Finally,
. in 1933, in order to halt the menace of cheap Japanese textiles.
~“'and other wares, Netherlands India had to impose prefe
tariffs on furmgn imports. But for all these losses the deman:_l_nf_
* the world's motor industry for tin and rubber and the economic
_~advance of Siam more than compensated. In 1830 the total trade
of the Straits Settlements was just under L5 million; in 1890
- ‘Malaya's trade was over £32 million ; by 1goothat total had more
than doubled; by 1gro it was £80 million odd and by 1920 it
- ¥was over {2371} million. In 19206 it was to soar to £264 million,
. excncdjng the trade of all other British Colonics combined. Even
 'in 1938, when Malaya’s trade had dropped to [121} million, or
. leas than half its peak figure, it still excecded the total trade of
- Néw Zealand, or the combined trade of all our seventgen’
- African Colonies and was more than half the trade of British
~India. Singapore’s three miles of wharves were strewn with
“crates and baskets containing all the wares of Asia, Europe and -
" ‘America; rickshas from Canton; motor-cars from Cowley,
- Detroit and Milan ; cotton cloths from Manchester, Java, Pulicat
~and Japan; petroleum from Sarawak, Dutch Borneo and”
' Bumatra; tea, silk, porcelain and blackwood furniture from
Ching; silks, cycles and electric fittings from Japan ; picce goods;
~ books, ‘tobacco and machinery from Britain ; watches and clocks -

ustrian bentwood chairs ; Austrian breakfast services with cups
Iqﬂumd to fit the local egg; shoes from Nuttmgham, fm 12y
and cosmetics from Paris. One-third of Malaya's :mpart&wm
foodstuffs for her abnormal immigrant population: ‘fice from
Rangoon and Saigon ; fresh fruit from Java; pickled végetables -
i China; tinned fruits and jams from Britain and New
aland; eulldnstarage meat and fruit from Australia; tea fram
mdlﬁuj:eer frum Gamnj,r, whlskaj.r from Smﬂmd ﬂm—a it -

__________

from Switzerland ; matches from Britain, Sweden and ]apa.n[ {1
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from China; bottled red fish from Mnc&asar caviare t‘mm'i... 4
Russia. From the same wharves rubber, palm- u:l copra, pine-.
apples, tin, iron ore, gold, tungsten ore, baunte, nEnganese

-and ilmenite, as well as salted and dried fish, shatks’ fins and-
m—shiga, pepper, rattans and other mummnnal produce afth& et

jungle, were put aboard to be carried to all the mﬂkﬁ"zﬁ‘ '

uf t.he wur d. Of those markets none was more important than
New York. For nearly all Malaya’s rubber and more th.a.li h
her tin were bought by the United States of America, "
In the economic field Great Britain conferred no gms.tm
boon upon Malaya than this: that after centuries of monopoly:

“ by kings and conquerors she allowed its people to sell all'the =
-praduce of mine, forest and estate in free markets at competitive -
prices, making no attempt to control the price or flow of éx-.
ports for her own interest, If it be objected that the modernform'

of monopoly is restriction of the output of tin and rubber, LE‘{: A
answer is that when there is restriction it is imposed as much.
for the benefit of the labourer and smallholder ‘as for the . '~

bénefit of capitalist and government, and it may even preaadfn pa

Produntinn for the benefit of the consumer. e

Let us turn from the ledgers of the merchant to the Iodgers :
of tha Malayan governments.

t the close of the nineteenth century there was little '
dinyanty between the annual revenue of the three ‘Straits
Eﬂtﬂﬂmnnta and that of the four Federated Malay States; for
~neither did it amount to L1 million. Then para-rubber reached "
%o tapping stage and for more than forty years the Colony wag " |

gor relation of the Protectorate, even excluding the new - i
derated States. As Penang and Malacca are now to form
t'of a federation with all the Malay states, Singapore will be:

ft the fragment of a colony whose mean annual FePenNs for
&-years, before the Japanese occupation was just over.f4
mﬂ:liﬁn Tt will be interesting to see how the island with its -

o appearances. alungslde its wealthy nmghbour Tu idd_'.

e

h&aﬂ ‘i‘.:pmnutmams on public buildings and docks will be able - -
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ﬁiﬁ&m nwdal{%h.. Against true, an
~ Opiurn Pund was built up years ago, and now amounts to about™
L6§ million. The next largest item of Singapore’s revenus came
om import duties on tobacco, liquor and petroleum. But free
- trade has left possible sources of revenue few. General ad~
" ministration, which in 1937 amounted to 378 of the Colony’s
. expenditure, will be reduced a little for the surviving unit, and
~" it is probable the new Federation will relieve Singapore of Ean
.+ ~of the old Colony’s contribution to imperial defence, which in
1937 amounted to 106 of its expenditure, The war found the
Colony free from debt and with a surplus of nearly [15
million in its Opium Fund and in money lent to the Harbour
Board and to the municipalities of Singapore and Penang,
" 'The largest revenue ever enjoyed by the four Federated
Malay States was just over f12} million in 1927, and their
_ lowest in the last twenty years was just over {5 million in 1932,
" These violent fluctuations were due entirely to the rise and tan!.l
in the world’s demand for tin and rubber, particularly in the
- demand from the United States of America, The end of the First
‘World War found the Federation a country of arrears in such
. services as education, agriculture and forestry. But the develop-
-, 'ment of estates continued to demand further large expenditure
./ -“‘on epmmunications, and in 1921-2 a loan of $8o million wis
- raised for this purpose. In 1930 nearly £goo,000, or g:2 pet.cent:
- of the Federation's total expenditure, was spent on medical and-
. anti“malarial measures, and £471,621, or 5 per cent of the same
expenditure, on education. Four years later, co uent on. _
great depression, these votes were almost halved and there were
drastic’ economies in every department. With a return to pros~ -
- perity a Revenue Equalization Fund was created in 1937 and
‘@ﬂ_gi%r&ed to reach about £4 million, LR T
- 'The revenue of all the Malay States, Federated and Un« .
federated, in 1937 was just about [13% million, to which the
_Eﬁﬁéﬁfﬂﬁ;ﬂuﬁu‘ibﬁed just under £o} million and-Johore just
- under nillion, the largest reverue in its history. 1937 found =
Lare ;#ﬂh.ino public debts and a surplus nfgnmg%mgg

Johore
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million and Kedah with no debt and a surplus of £goo0,000, Of

all the Malay States only Kelantan and Trengganu were in-
debted, and their debt was to the Colony and the Federation.

The Unfederated States for years enjoyed the services of govern-
ment officials of all departments administrative and technical’
without having to pay for their training or defray any part.of .~
their salaries, With increasing revenues they agreed to paya.! - °
proportionate share. HE

M 13
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‘the landsman of the Kedah and Kelantan plains and of Negri ,
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<+ 4 fisherman originally and a pirate when internationa) commetres /"
i jr ‘offered a richer sea harvest, and the sea-gipsies, who were the -
#1 Cedrliest settlers in Malaya and the Riau archipelago, turned to s
" g cultivation for what rice they wanted and took ng more .
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ﬁ'%ﬁ“_a oldest industries are concerned with the ge'r:ting' ) od,
4, "Theé pigmy Negritos, Malaya's most primitive people today, li¥

on le fruits and roots and game. The races who
through the Peninsula eight thousand years ago left the boneg'of
the wild beasts whose flesh they ate in the caves and rock-shelters
of the northern states and the debris of the molluscs that formed
the diet of some of them in the shell-heaps of ProvinceWellesley,
Not till we come to that higher type, the Sakai (or Senoi)
Indonesian hillmen, do we encounter agricultural methods that
illustrate how the primitive Malay passed from shifting to
ent cultivation. Some Sakai move every year or o to
plant fresh clearings with rice, millet, yams, tapioca, maize and
vegetables; others live in the same clearing for a decade or
longer, cutting down the trees and scrub on adjacent slopes in
totation, This was the stage the civihized Malay had ex-
perienced and passed many centuries ago. But some modern
Malays still practised shifting cultivation, until the British
forbade a practice so wasteful of timber, It was not that the
Malays were ignorant of irrigation. But there were, what has
y been recognized, two types of Malay in the peninsulas

mbilan, and the coastal people whose ancestors were seds

sies and exploited forest as they exploited river and sea. The
Malay, like the Orang Laut or sea-tribes of today, wes

intérest in agriculture than is taken by their descendants

.=/ dive for coins at the Tanjong Pagar docks, So the polyglot - /
merchants who made Malacca a port kingdom had to impor#

their rice from Sumatra and Java. For even in 1 512 the

#!khbwl‘ﬁig places mentioned by Tomé Pires as ha _
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rice for their needs are Brufag'and Mar. The sofitary rice-patch
in some narrow valley sgainst a hackground of dark fotestor
E«m qarchatds is a delight to the eye, but if it escape drought,
it is still tao liable to the depredations of pig, rats and deer, fio

- tospeak of the dreaded elephant, to command the laboug ar
. “eareof any intelligent Malay with other scope, So unil Malaces
“wils founded about 1400, southern Malaya remalned spardely
ﬁ;}}hﬂd, though in the north some of the fertile plaing s
~have been irrigated under the kings of Langkasuka, the hin
duized Tittle state which Chinese chroniclers date back to ths
. first century a.p. Certainly Kedah Kelantan and Patani mtst
have planted wet rice under the sovereignty of Sri Vijaya, and"
when that Malay Buddhist empire and its colonies fell befote.
~Hinda Majapahit in the fourteenth century, northern Malayi
. eame first under the influence of the Javanese and then‘iinder
that of the Th'ai, or modern Siamese, both of them expertinthie -
drrigation of rice-fields. It is for these historical reasons. that™ -
, ﬁwﬁlmﬁﬁ reached so high a standard in the north; where = -
wide irrigable plains attracted a population large enough for'
‘tige 16 bé cultivated even on a commercial scale. Before he.. -
“spotadic immigration of small bodies of Javanese and Banjarese
- if-modern times, the only other expert rice-planters in Malayd * =
. syere the Minangkabau colonists of Negri Sembilan. A dentury
. +ago Kedah and Minangkabau states behind Malacea. grew-
. -enough rice to be able to export their surplus to the nearest &
- ‘ports, Kelantan and Patani must have produced more ‘than' = '~
- enaugh for their own needs and Perak's crop was adequate for -~ " =
t4 small population, But before the days of roads and railways, ~
ught or pests often meant an insufficient diet of maize-ar it
34 for the people of remote isolated hamlets. From 1g1gto
1921, when 4 famine in India led to restriction on the exportof
_irice from India, the Malayan governments spent J[4,000,000
-on buying rice from other countries. A
. Up-to-date statistics on the profits from rice are badly"

.. (R

Thirty-five years ago it was reckoned that with rice at's
. 'a pantang (about 63 1b.} the owner of 2} acres got mext =
to. nothing the first year and after that about £5 a year, The cost = =
planting and preparing the fields is made up mainly of ,_tijp_‘; e

ab f_.._ ?Gmtm risen in value with the naﬁjnnthq Ea

Broy. &




just before the war cost one shilling & gan-

from 2 iﬁﬁmiﬁmmf&l ..-'#3§#Ft*-:. -

_ s yield is deceptive. Such a holding, it has been cal-
 culated, will provide rice for a family of six with a surplus to
| gall. Moreover, to produce a crop.of rice the plartter has to work

- for.on ﬁﬁﬂ'mﬂntﬁs'in the year i ]

' %%tn 1884 Sir Williarn Maxwwellcalculated: that.
. mile of irrigated fields in Provincs Wﬂi}m; hould

i
o)
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oport 1036 souls, which is well below the ratio per-cen
ok all the rice consumed in Malaya, that was produced in 1099 -
" fron some 700,000 acres. The increase was probably duétothe |
' “gfftets of the Agricultural Department, which, after a decade of
- experiment with 1300 strains, in 1925 chose and distributed 16
. pedigree lines reckoned to increase the yield by 30 per cent. i
" Work on a rice-field occupies less than half the year, But
the Malay is always a handyman rather than a specialist, 8o
~that the rice-planter has other sources of food and income..
" Chiese writers in 1416 noted how the Malacca holdinigs
. were then full, as they are today, of sugarcane, bananas, frit-"
. trees, vegetables, gourds and melons, Many Malay fruit-trees
' have been imported from abroad, mangoes from India, the
- sapodilla guava and papaya by the Portuguese from South .
America. Tomé Pires tells how in every strect of medigeval .
Malacca there were women who sold fruit and other produce
and sotne had stalls in front of their houses, On his trip up the =
-east coast in 1830 Munshi Abdullah saw markets held from
sunset to dark by women who carried their garden stuffs to
the town in head-baskets. The Malacca stalls and the Kelantan -

tets may have been due to the example of Javanese from
ipahit. Under British encouragement such markets wore
evived in some districts, but, like rice, most garden stuffs are
ought fot a low price by the ubiquitous Chinese sliopkeeper,
orn the Malay villagers are generally in debt, o =
- Apart from rice, two only of the Malay's crops canbe ¢« i
| important, namely copra and para-rubber. Coconut paln ]

though indigenous to. Malayan shores, were few in e south,
65 the- British. first entered the Malay States. Outside’
“Malacca and Negri Sembilan the population was sparse'and .
ation scanty, Often palms had beep felled in Bogtile
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mﬂurda The Ivﬁnangkabaua retaliated in similar. ﬂd@tﬁn

»ﬂﬁﬁ:{nmd and he refused to take a penny from an

mnu‘a'rnrns. PABT JLND :Rnn‘snﬂ"*r

Thajahm Mialays felled 7630 coconut palms td"mﬂmbmhﬂl
“earthworks at the siege of Malacca inplﬁd-l- Several times
Dutch Eﬂnmve forces from Malacea  burnt - Mindangkab:

Naning and Rembau, deaimymg rice-fie

territory. At the beginning of the last century, 3
ﬂfﬂnimnd&d Kedah, 20,000 Malays left their honestea 10
- fleginto British territory. War inland and piracy -along
wm 80 disheartened the Malay villager that at first the -

experienced difficulty in persuading him to plant coconutpalias
ﬁqnd his family’s needs, Even when he had planted them, for

f simple means of making copra he would sell the Jiui:&

to the Chinese middleman at an uneconomic price. But be-'
fore the fall of Malaya many Malays had been taught by the
Bz;itia]l experts of the Agricultural Department to make their:
tﬂ?ra and they formed the bulk of the 300,600 Asiatic
ders, whose coconut plantations were valued: at ,{,‘:g

e g
o "Wﬂs for centuries the greatest asset of Malaya Then
iﬁxﬁw dn expedition under Mr. (later Sir) Henry Wickhatn
- brought 70,000 seeds of para-rubber out of Brazil and statted
fsia’s rubber industry with 22 seedlings despatched. fior
* Kew to the Botanic Gardens at Singapore. In 1905 Malaya:
atill contributed only 200 tons to the world’s market agatnst -
. 6z,000 tons of wild rubber from South America and Afl'iﬂak
. But the motor industry had begun and by 1910 Brdzilia |
tors were able to force the price up to 12s,.2 b, The ™ - 2%

M’mbﬂd London as cargoes of spices had excited i m. 't

& of Elizabeth, A barber in the Strand dlB{:D‘Ii"ﬁ[E o .'
r'to be a Malayan planter in whose estates his aa’mgﬂ

‘had ‘transmuted his copper into. gold. By shaki :ﬁm'-
-Eﬁfi&pm;: oda-tree an uﬂiﬂﬂipn; in theg(?ity Wﬂ};l a win %I
humirud pounds, New companies were floated, Mincing
16 hourly mangled euphonious Malay place-names. Malay
down their orchards and planted up even their rice-Syamps
_rubber: By 1914 there was more plantation ‘than- wild
er; By ;au Malaya exported 196,000 tons, or. 53 ﬂf cenit
world's p u. etion Then the world. Blump cahs 1y
i At
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, and; the afhmﬁhafﬁlimﬁmﬁi a

), many estates were faced with bankruptey. The Dutch,
_ﬁgf‘?‘%}mﬁm&imﬁmﬁc to control the output of .
¢ Boldings irt Sumatra, tefused to join in any scheme for -
striotion. But from xg22 till 1928 the British matdmrtm e
export ﬁiﬁM?la}aand'B(‘:glonmﬁoparcmtufthuﬁg_ ential
‘output with a view to stabilizing the price at 15, 3d, atlh
This measure saved many companies from ruin, iqfltig them -
fime to effect economies; but it failed in the end, Che reason
st this failure was that consumers were encouraged o reciaim
‘nsed rubber, and the Dutch companies and Sumatran Melays
- "planted an arca more than three times as large as the rubber
" lacreage when restriction began. In 1928 restricdon was
. abandoned and the industry turned for its salvation. to the
“science it had neglected. Vast sums, for example, had beén
/" tyasted on clean weeding that led to erosion of soil and inferior 3
trees, Now the British planter followed the Dutch in selecting:
. high=yielding strains and in bud-grafting, which more than -
i~ doubles the flow of latex with a consequent reduction in'the”
- ‘cost-of tapping. But in 1930 the price of rubber fell to 6dia
Ib, and in 1932 to just over 2d. From June 1934 until.the:
outhreak of war all the British colonies and protectorates cdn~. -
‘cemned together with Netherlands India, Indo-China and Sigm:
were- under dgreement to restrict, the basic quotas for rgag
‘belag 50,600 tons for Malaya and 352,000 tons for Netherlands
India. Consumers, American and British, as well &8 lantsts,
were interested in the survival of estates and in a atagl_e. price. .
“for their produce, and all took part in the administration of the: -
schéme, Malaya's governments got their revenue for social -
yices from an export duty on rubber and from import duties
the commodities required for rubber companies anc - their
000 coolies and for the Asiatic planter, Above all, I ndreds
Fthousands of Asiatics depended on the survival of theindustry
¢ 4 livelihood. The League of Nations blessed restriction for

“ﬁgmmn\g the economic conditions in many tropical countriss -
~‘and for advancing international trade. T A
*° . Tt is unnecessary to stress the colossal interests in%
?%'mpgﬁﬁbp'bpnvmn_ natural rubber and the syt
bber petfected during the war, In 137 the valy
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tubber Malaya m&pumd {o’ii w!nqh ﬂ;ini eatne Q"o;u.'

adjacent qu I{I‘ij:; 9 f on, of ey filf
I

alayz trlﬂﬁ, ‘ﬁ&s juhtund& ]
b the h Il;l':]? external Gapital_ inye
s rubber industry was {535599,mo. And uf‘ r

fillion acres planted with rubber 537 per canj;ﬁ
Ag :;l LG ﬂﬂtﬁtﬂ ﬂ.ﬂd Hmﬂlhﬂl&m I‘:

ﬂb had been tried. Early in the fifteenth ct.ntur}f Hinee -
: *‘%WM;E& the manufacture of sago in Malacca, Judg~"
ing its Malay name the pineapple was mtmﬁu'-
Portuguese period, perhaps by fifteenth-century Filip
sottlers, and Malaya now produces go per cent of mx W
Britain's tinned pine. As early as the same period the ) - -
of the hinterland were famous for the export of
84, writing in 1516, records how in Kedah "8 Erow "~
__1.‘. ch , very good and fine, which is conveyed to Malacea:
T,;f-' "'E: gﬁru China”, but to preserve their munupuly cset
vadérs- destroyed the plantations. In the middle ﬁf t Y
ighteenth century Riau got gambir from Sumatra (psed for, |
fﬂhﬂhﬁmmm of cutch) for Chinese to plant, which mdq
the island very prosperous, and from Riau its cultivation spre
ih the last century to Johore. Cloves flourished once under the *
British on the island of Penang, and m 1842 the nutmegs gnd
N e:%ortcd from the Straits Settlements more than eq) ug!lﬁ L
. th whole consumption of Great Britain, but in those ;
no scientific Enuwlcdge to combat pests. Pests and ow.ra;’
prod ction killed the coffee of Malaya. Millet will grow, and _ *
uw-- 'if only the Malay and Chinese races would turn E:oﬂi
&t0 -maize, which grows easily and without i r}h,.
aya’s food problem might be solved locally
shauli, citronella and lemon-grass were all tried h:ﬁarﬁ
.-'{-.;»'- absorbed undivided attention. Kapok or the silk- ﬁﬂh £y 2,
Aaurishes, but its cotton, which makes stuffing for life-belts dnd:
itegses, is imported in quantity from Java. The fall in
ubber won a cursory interest for sisal, Maurl,tluMnd
 hértips and ‘rosella. Ground-nuts are grown as a lﬂml
B 't—trpen of many kinds abound, I:hnugh
digen !-1# durian and the banana, the fruit is nﬁtga L
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; W ﬁ WF d— b 1 3 ﬂ!&ﬁa N abilﬂf,]' &a.udfbﬂutnh
i itz ﬁaﬁf%—gﬂm lms have been introduced on 31

s and suffer only from a fluctuating market,
Oides probably than sny of Malaye's industres; except
shing and perhaps the rice-planting in northern Malayd, i§ the'.
" yof tin "andp of gold. Four times in history there has been
- an absoemial demand for tin: firstly in the age of bronze, of
‘which it 45 & componient, then by the Indian for his Hindu-.
images, then by Europe for pewter-waré and now by the
‘world far canning and motor-cars. The latest theory would
' discover Malaye’s earliest miners of tin in the Yue and %hm of
" Indo-China, Mon-speaking people whose language hag left’
' 'many loan-words in Sakai dialects. To them are ascribed what
* the Malays term “‘Siamese” pits in Perak and in Pahang and
' workings at'Kenaboi in Jelebu where bronze celts have been
~unearthed: Whoever these men of the Bronze Age were; the
linguistic evidence suggests that they came by way of the
- Lebir, Pahang and Tembeling Rivers, and their arrival must have
-\ “ocenrred a few centuries before Christ. Their successors ywete-
" Indian miners as attested by Perak’s Buddhist bronze images. -
- dating from the fifth to the ninth century A.D. Then Arabg.
.\ leame to, buy the metal. Two Abbaside coins of the ainth
- “cenfury, unearthed in a jar at Sungai Bujang, corroborate Arab:
mgm hets who record visits of their countrymen to Kedaliin
that century in quest of tin. From the beginning of Malay
rule in Malacca blocks of tin weighing about 2 Ib. serveddsa
clumsy currency. And Tomé Pires tells us how it was in'tin tha
the chiefs of évery western estuary from the Perak down tothe
Bernam paid annual tribute to the Sultans of I\Ja]aﬂcg.%n‘
ma%uaae and Achinese in succession exacted tribute of tin~
m Perak, In 1649 the Dutch East India Company collected in
Malacoa the “extraordinary” quantity of 344 tons.of tin, mostly "
rom Perak, Nor is there mention of a larger outpub until fres
trade, established at:Penang in 1786, gave such a fillip to
mining in Perak that by 1839 Newbold estimated the outputat .
50 tonis, still a pigmy prelude to the 26,000 tons of Malayan
1880, the 50,000 tons (or 556 of the world's then butput)
4, the 70,000 tons allocated to Malaya in 1g37 under the
nal Prochicess’ Restriction Scheme, and ifs potential
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: mndamuutputn{ munmtum Rﬁm&ﬁ‘aﬂmﬁ*
Yo rnm:prodmﬁan wmmﬁadmﬁumd{hp
: -'ﬁmm 284 a ton in 1926 to L144 in 1930, 8
A Eﬂm ewbold’s day thers were Chinese .. ywhe
~but egpecially in Larut and in Selangor, some og land lease:
ot ves, athers for tributé on land owned by Mal’ag :
- Ewen'in 1912 8o per cent of the mining was in Chiness’ hands
: ﬂ.u,d it 1941 Chinese owned one-third of the mines, It Wgﬁ,m
- till the end of the nineteenth century that some npnfm
‘capital was introduced for the installation of Western X
‘The Chinese form of mining was ‘“open-cast”; that i :a, i
. -mﬁan by hand labour. Western methods include: water
- monitors (like cannons) that wash down a hill face, and, latest '
- devioe of all, bucket-dredges which, set on a pontoon, scrapetip.
the gwampy earth and drop it into sluices that extract the ore.
- There dre only a few lode mines, the most famons at Sungai =
- Lembing in Pshang. The total area alienated for tin-miningfs' -
- 184,000 acres odd and the total capital invested more than £13
million.. The value of Malaya's annual output of tin du:mgré&o s
nt céntury has varied between £s to £18 million, Pragti-" .
dlly all the ore has hitherto been smelted by two Britishi. =~
companies at Singapore and Penang; an American attemptin

: .'__rgaz- to convey it to the United States as ballast and smelt it

- there having been thwarted by the imposition of a pmh:biﬂva
* export duty on the unsmelted ore. o
1. Gold-mining also goes back to prehistoric times. The ﬁarhm

. minets would seem to have been the Mun-speakmg immigrants:
ol tha" Bronze Age, who opened gold mines in Pahang and, ta -
- judge from the absence of Indian remains, may have long cbni-_'_.:
mining in a country devoid of inhabitants other thafi’: s
nal hill-men and a few hinduized Malays on- the = =
s, whote trafficking in the gold made Pahang the most'
ant region in the peninsula between the fall of Bl
ya an d the rise of Malacca. From ruins of a tenth-ce Bl
edah have been unearthed a model bowl, a madﬁi oy
A ﬂ,amod&l lion, allin gold, articles which, thnugh Indian -
in, miay have been made of local metal, seeing thatithe =
for gold was one of the objects that led to Indian immi=
101, iy __;ﬁfl;aenth ecnturjr Pahang pmd aum.tal mbute pf
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Talack ﬁzﬂﬁiﬁﬁsﬁ Mmﬁﬁ:, Fu Hmn.
ﬁ! W ﬁﬂﬁi of rich E‘ahlm families wore
r.ifr¢1sw ‘om ‘their . futahoada. From @gut _

5 accustomed. to galﬂvmamng in’ 3
mmIa and started to mine for the rastal ;h:lug_-f :
in . Alluvial gold occurs in most of the it
‘fi:haugh not in sufficient’ quantity to attract even ﬂhaq'
___ alays in these days of more profitable industries, There is -

. ,.;'gmupaan gold mine, namely at Raub in Pahang. The mean
- annual Value of gold won in Malaya between 1934 and :uggs :

"H’ﬁs fgﬂ:ﬂ" '
et present century the Japanese opened i iron mﬁqﬂ in.
'J'ajffére and Trengganu, which in 1938 produced ore worth
" I858,319. It was the latest of Malaya's mining mdust.ri% m;d A
e 1i—, is to-be hoped there will still be a demand for the ore. i
"= Bo much for the pursuits of the landsman. But, a3 we hw& i
AT aﬂm, from time immemorial there have been Malnys who !
it A ‘turntd to the sea for their livelihood and devoted nearly all
. their time to fishing, which of all Malay industries is the most

a}%aqwlzmd s 1

I-Innk-and~hnﬂ fishing is highly developed, with or mﬁww._
hy night lines and with long lines of hooks. From the ' |
- Johore causeway Malays on a breezy day will angle for the = -
" ‘belone (of the garfish tribe) with a kite from which danglesa
-;“ﬂﬁe with a baited noose. But even line fishing, though not'a
ai. d of modern industry, was new to the abungma& of
& Bingapore when Raffles acquired a site there, and the wooden
“fishiSpear or séligi which those sea-gipsies used hias auwﬁaﬁl &L :
he nanie of a street in the great modern city,
i h‘ﬁpmunﬂy Malays set in the rivers traps of the a rﬂm :
- &8 pur eel-traps, some with inner compartments to
g8, others of thorny twigs with barbed points ;haf:
- thie catch from returning upstream to liberty. There a:‘ua
“and conical traps, where the tug of a fish dislodges a catel
‘-ﬂgg@sa; -:Iqor ait may be used or weirs, dams and cuny
o ir Esereens to induce or force the fish to enter thetrap. i
i‘_*-‘Ha Thht]nw main’ types of large sea fish-traps or stakes ﬁﬁiﬂ-
o deve @Pﬂiéptﬂfthn tiverine-traps. In the first the fish are hedded
¢l gmgrpwamf atakeﬁ mtu n large: mclpaum%- i
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& _anrgfi&u infnost by ding-&énﬁm rto-his lofe there high .

s aaubm‘argad' kiok nre-en th.ia e sﬂﬂﬂﬂ is rﬁmad b a:wmﬁh-
1aua-aud the fish are caugﬁt, In f!ia E_agrmii typn fish ar}; headed -
into successive obmmﬂ shing size, fﬁ.ﬁp‘_'piﬂkdﬂ-;ﬂ

L dry by the receding tide, In the third and pEa
%@ -c'tq‘hk Is enclosed temporarily by a fence of mtnmg Ahgk
fall of the tide leaves the fish high and dry. ait 1860 ALE
unmmumnl methods, ot
The fishing-nets used in Malayan waters may be _
htn floating or drift-nets, drag-nets, casting-nets; fixed. i .
- purseanéts, ground or lift-nets. The casting-net that. res'amhléh
- thie et of the gladiator bears a Sanskrit name, A bag-net (too. :' :

- small for commercial purpuseszr as bequeathed to the Mqlagﬂ

- fisherman by the Portuguese, The ordinary seine-net is somes
“times called the Chinese net. The debt the Malay ﬁshmhan
mn;gnwe to India (or India to the Malay ﬁshe:men) has net |
babh explored. Even in Malayan waters there are local di&ﬂu e
10 ttaps, nets and methods. On the east coast a medicine-

; ﬂﬁmg.nturs the water and swims about, diving and listening to

locate a shoal and determine the kind of fish in the neighbours =
ﬁﬁms_.f, 80 that his comrades may not heave their great net int»q i

- ithe sea to no purpose. The medicine-man will control pt.rhupn £l

ﬂnrenty nets, c&chioat having a crew that may be as lowas five ot | -
- 88 high as nine. In his exhaustive study of the economy of the' -

Kelantm fisherman (a pioneer volume of the greatest valub to -

nistrator) Professor Raymond Firth explains how “in

x ﬂﬂ:—net erew there is a fairly stable nucleus, ‘consisting - -

of the boat captains, their kinsfolk and close friends or -

: 'nﬁghgﬂuz‘a When number- of nets is small, thers IS @

of Tabour, in which the semi- mdepande.nt fishermen
"ﬁ.up-ati‘rﬁp element. But when the number of nets increases, this =

- teserve disappears and part-tinie agriculturists and indepéndent = -
.ﬁﬂhm;ﬁaau

are enlisted where p-casmble " Even in theirsmost<
7hih )Y:Pmmhzad industry the Malays are some of t.ham s
t_l:n-l P
_The Buropean expert dismisses both the Malay fad Chumae 73
i of Malaya as practising methods that obtained atthe =
8 of j&b ﬂguaﬂes. and therefore fit to be studied only by the. =
inographer, But in apltu uf ;mﬁquatcd methnda tha ama nf




.': m ; M%L#YL .!.,,Hﬂ ,{Ta HISTQRE
e ndu _? f“ﬁ’nﬁmwgﬂﬁm hough it fa m{n
: i'ﬁlﬁtaﬁle rheans -of livelihood. From Tre.nggmu,

:-'f-'&dmtlhnn For the net earnings of Malaya's 10,000-0dd
nese fshermen no statistics are available, but the mdw‘ldunl

ﬂa n does not depend wholly on ﬁshmg1 both food and
. cash accruing to him from the coconuts, arecanuts and vegetables
of hig garden. Besides, before the war a Kelantan or Trengganu

- fisherman with a f'.mrnlj,ar of three required to spend only 11d.'a

its Aﬁn -line, a state where about ten per cent of the
mall lﬁation are fishermen, the average value of fish
- ex "annﬂaﬂyhefcredmwa:waamumthm,ﬂlm,m,n__
. fignre that excluded the value of fish eaten by the ‘local
_population. The total annual catch by Malaya's 50,000 fisher- -
'm*ma than estimated at wholesale rprme.a as worth nearly

fisherman earned before the war £1.a month on the east
0&5& and L1 6s. on the west: a miserable pittance compared
* with the £16 or £20 a month got by a Malay with fivé acresof
~‘mubber, although a not inadequate return on the fishermmn's
capital expenditure of [5. Moreover, even the professional

mopﬂl on: rice and clothes and sundries. He led a free ‘inde~"- .

- pendent healthy life that the clerk or shop assistant of Eurape

- may well envy, although the conditions of Malay fisherfes have

““been’ neglected by the government and need certain radical -

ngganu has the foreigner been kept from ex the local
@rman and monopolizing fish-dealing, the E/Iala

wEr .r,.;._..

waters to reach remoter fishing-grounds, Then again, althou

r but got the h:ghnr prica fnr tha En,esh ﬁsh.'-Céo'-.d:pnz:a,ﬁon

: -._imngmcnw In the first place, as only in Kalantsm and

: herman
“3‘;’& 'be brought to realize the value of co-aperative aumaﬁum',-
that so large a percentage of his earnings may no longer pass to
- the Chinese fish-curer who puts up the capital for so'many fish~ =
itﬂi%!a and so many boats, In the second place there must be -
mie mechanization of ‘the industry, with the introduction of
““pawered craft such as Japanese fishermen used in Maiay‘an Ll

ﬂ?;;d.ﬂﬁ‘ampart enables the Kuantan fisherman to transport (or

let 4 Chinese transport) his catch to the Kuala Lumipor market,
3@ ;he-ﬁﬁata are needed s tenders-on the fleets sa that the

. fisherman may not be forced to sell nearly all his catch to the

i o S s e






- ,d.&.imft'rfrom justice, the merits of :m}r modern guvmmmt
jud ed mainly by its care for labour, health and education. -
te for labour did not exist in Malaya before the Bﬂﬂih
gﬁerim:l any more than it existed in France before the Revolution
of 1793. To make the position worse, the Malays had brought
- with them on their descent from Yunnan the institution of
: aiave:r}r, long before they were influenced by Hindu ideas.
' Ovwnetship of slaves and bondsmen was the mark of wealth,

* { rank and power. Slaves included prisoners of war, pa
nﬁ@dghwa snared “like chimpanzees”, murderers who, unable
td: ‘the blood=price, bartered liberty for sanctuary with the

gr, the children of female slaves other than those acknow~
1@& 'd by their owners, Batak and Balinese bought in medigeyal -
M and in early Penang, Abyssinian and, negro. a],am ¢
smuggled back from Mecca in the guise of servants,
ﬂmua, perhaps, was the case of the debt-bondsman, whang
work in his creditor’s house, field or mine was never set nga.imt'
. the sum he owed and who often had to feed and ¢lothe himself, '
ometimes the desire of a chief or his' wife to 'possess thn
~astyices of a particular person led to his or her etislavertient on
 the score of a ; debt entirely fictitious, With brutal logle M:mg
'?’TaWMd it down that the hiring of a slave was like the bor,
“of & stick and the borrower had the same responsibility for xﬁg
s 3 of slave or debt-bondsman as he had for the safety bfa
. Only in Negri Sembilan was debt slavery rare, the ﬁiﬁt
sfre mg a tribesman’s debts rather than lose his services, .
~ There was yet another way of eolving the. pmbhm »ui, s
estic seryice Elt the fxpnns& of the liberty. of the subject, "
- Onithie oceasion of a royal marriage or birth a Sultan weuld have
"# men -mmadnﬁmh&mmdawnwlf
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anmarried became ' dourtasans about the alace {F o
were mmatg?hair huslnunda:tti}b@ became royal slaves,’ thqy
‘Asin many Eestern countries, the Maiay&ﬂeﬁumm{m):mi
'ﬁ:rmﬂdrfeudﬂmrﬁmasafmmufﬂmm]er es
- eruited to build a palace, to make roads and di'iina, 1;1. and
: tlephnnta, pole boats and eultivate the royal domain audgi; ght
a8 a goldier, The hardships endured is the burden of ne

‘i ‘Abdullak’s Voyage to the East Coast in 1851, Thﬁr.' )
far all this forced labour was organized by village headmen;” -
‘who executed orders without forgetting their own interests
a8 they fined the recalcitrant and pocketed bribes to- gwﬂnﬁ i

tions.

Slaves figured among the imports into Malacca: frum ftﬂ:_

foundation. down to the last century, After its capture by =
d'ﬁlbuquuque in 1511 the Portuguese kept many slaves. “ﬂlgﬂ e
ﬂ ‘Dutch co Eiri:rﬂd the port in 1641 one Portuguese, P o
' Lﬁ; surrendered along with 200 slaves, of whom: 6o w- 2
3 kﬂgt’. building, the rest incapable of Wotk being left autside” -
£ to erect their own houses. In the confusion af 1

-1 & Minangkabaus of Naning and Rembau scized r
mlwea, gome of them Christians, The Dutch tried hard to reag;
the Cliristians and on one occasion got back six of them
~with one silver candlestick, two silver spoons, one. 8t a:g
* " eassnck, one undergarment and one red doublet. In addition’ ta
. itd own 185 slaves the Dutch Company in 1678 was hiting = -
. private slaves at as much as eight to ten stivers a-day,astheir.
G’mm took .advantage of a labour shortage, Slaves accumpaniad i
=) ﬂmhpumuvﬁ expeditions into the interior. %
"' Tn 1486 the Dutch port officer at Malacca could —:mt tﬁﬂr
M!ﬁ:m of his own slaves, but it was over 6o. In 1’?{_}5 whe’n =,
- - the ﬁﬂh took over Malacea, the Governor's wife en T
_th_p 8, playing on her harp with some of her slaves acoome’
g her on violins. In his will dated 1795 Francis Light, the
of Penang, left sums to two femalé slaves he had freed, =
:' ""thed all his Batdk slaves to Martina Rozells'and all his
! _ﬂinim, oo, if she wanted them, and released from further '
fag - seven Chlncae slaves and thelr children. And though
" ¢ was founded after an Act of Parliament had declared; " |
ofalam a fﬁlen}f, its ﬁ:st Resldenthad mnké.dauhﬁ a0




mﬁ w.nﬂ,a mn rw mawnr :

mdm Itﬁaa mﬁfﬁmmwhwmfuﬁemdmabulhhmg
slaves imported after the establishment of Euﬁame
- by hirn: m right to claim their freedom. N
d, In the. le.st vof the nineteenth century;: ﬂsaanh Mala.
¢ came under British protection, slimr;,r was nxlurpatn

'Tfi\E?mP&m labc:-ur may auEe;r from nxplmtnf:mn. Buf wh.ut 9.
jange came with: the present centiry! In some respects. tho
dalayan attitude towards labour anticipated the policy laid -

" ‘down by Geneva. This enlightened attitude was due perhaps

Ieaa to altruism than to the country’s dependence on foreign
- labour for the great tin and rubber industries, which in 1937
employed 400,000 Indians, 200,000 Chinese, 30,000 M nﬁu
and 15,000 Javanese, A Labour Cude often amended, forbades
/the truck system (or payment in kmd) prescribed & maternity.
“allowance and leave for women, rcqum:d emph:-}era to y
- haspital fees for coolies and their families, to provide cré
~“for infants and schools for children fwhu might not be ¢m-
plu,ycd under ten), and to pay a minimum wage that would
.cover a trip to India every three years. 1910 saw the abolition
t;'rf indentured labour, 1922 the abolition of penal sanctions for
" labour offences and 1937 such a voluntary flow of labour that "
. 888 per cent of the Indian males who came to Malaya thatyw:
> Imd not been recruited.
-0 " The Chinese labourer neither needed nor welcomed so much
:Inm:ference by the. government. No minimum wage was prg=" -
soribed, for he always got higher pay than the Indian. He
pl:éferrud the chances of piece-work to the certainty of & fixed
_mg.mﬂut as he was not so qualified to protect his interésta as
1 ]mngmud the government was quick t-::n legislate; agn.fr;ﬁtv

{E’Lf lds were traditional for Indian and Cihmasa Iabnm:aps,
but i rg40 the government legislated for the organization of
rade unions and after the war helped labourers to form them.
~Probably the one measure open to criticism in the nctmﬂq
‘the Malayan governmenits was the repatriation of unem gl b
sourers during the 1929 slump: It cost millions of dollars, but
it»‘mayhﬁ argued that'in the time of boomsa moﬁuyehmﬁd :h;.ﬂ&t
: glﬂefur tlm raij da:.r Itm, huwam, a duﬁcultp,pqﬁ the
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- ma of coolies would themselves ﬂ&Bi'l:ﬁ 1:;! hk& a :
of gofhi;xp for ﬂalgng their fhﬂmg%gda JvaJ;Mgﬁ i
o some 67,000 Intl.mn urers own B

- -m-’-npm e uumaﬂua For in 1921 the gmm%m
- dep t to éncourage and assist such societies iri order M
: ulturists to get better prices for their: crqu
m:;u.q buurm and clerks from a burden of debt, that 8o
the clerks were concerned was mainly due to the awinﬁ?ﬁ-
frtm. agriculture to town employment.

ii, HEaLTH

ﬂhke for labourers and for all classes and racca, Bn&g}l :

medicine has been an incalculable boon, modern science taking

_ ) y is due to the attack of some spirit or to
' nations of an -enemy over some part of the patient’s f:ﬂdj@,;
_mm;ﬂa, the -:hppmgs of hair or nails, Bathing, nnﬁchnf
some nature spirit. Hunting, one may be struck dam;h;r
‘the mﬁhgnaut aura of slain deer or pig or bird, to be cmm&'.r-
acted by smearing one’s body with clay and so putting one:
under the protection of the earth-spirit as a Greek actor |
himself under the protection of the god of wine by daubing hi
- face with wine lees. A woman may be harmed by the butﬂe-ﬂnp.
. familiar of a rival. Especially baneful to women are the banshees
af“nhnuuwhu have died in childbirth, Younger than banah:est
- bottle-imps and nature-spirits are the djinns of Islam; the
~ Malay's la.t.eat faith. Again, “Just as Plato ascribed ::Hsans& ta.

* disturbances of the balance of power between the four Pr{lp&d‘« A
*ﬁﬁaﬁfﬂmh air, fire and water, out.of which the body 18 jcom=:/ =
.80 the Malay ascribes all diseases to the four classes of
gbﬁ.{es*premdmg over those properties. The genies of the air: .
e wind-borne: complaints: dropsy, blindness, hemiplegia:
¢ , The genies of the black earth cause vertigo; with
Eﬁ,bihnkness of vision. The genms of fire cause hot fevers.
yellow Jmmdme The white genies of the sea cause chill; -
- an. _Jﬁ nes,"” The Malay brought his most prmutw;

'l‘hﬁ: p.law 'Of mﬂdm&val guesswork, Disease, according. to * g- o



o T umw.ﬂr mn n-a Hu:*mnr

mwm ﬁratﬁﬂi I-Emiu&an&thpn with Indian Muslirs
: W second-hand ﬁuﬂr Arabm sam& kmwlnd@a of
e uﬂﬁm:f
,;"ﬂ?ﬁg Malay knows nathing of surﬁolga though he ean treat
~ gimple feactures, In cases of serious il diagnosis is made by
T "-ﬂ-._- of & shaman’s séance; where Siva is stﬂl often invoked -
~*"to discover what spirit is causing the sicknese and what gffering |
* " that spirit derands. For milder complaints the ordinary village
s .-t‘hﬁd: e-man employs a simple clinical ‘method based on
Rl ence, but sometimes rendered impressive by pratenub of
&:ﬂnatlm "His curative medicine consists of co oua ar
- homoeopathic magic, of placatory offerings, of & ~and
| written charms, of herbal remedies and of diet to restors the
balance between the four natural properties heat and cold,
~~dryness and moisture. A patient may be rubbed with bezoar-
¢ gtone to acquire the vitality of its strong soul-substance, The
: __p!mator}r offering may be waved over a sufferer or hung up. in
“a tray or set adrift in a spirit-boat. The charm or incantation
i ﬁf«:us to have spread through Asia from some early ¢entre
T Babylon, but in Malaya was further popularized by
- ““Botrowings from Hindu and Muslim India. The Malay
“-pharmacopoeia of herbs must have taken thousands of years.of
] umpmcal research to collect. But just as the great bulk of Malay
;- literature consists of translations, so the greater part of the
,M&Ia;r 's prescriptions appear to have been borrowed, As onod
‘" in Butish therapeutics, the pomx:%ranate ia used forta £
but the pomegranate came from India. It is possible m
the plants that have provided drugs for the Malay were
};:ﬁqughﬁ from India. The word for long pepper, whith has
%ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ, stomachic and anti-spasmodic properties, is Sanskrit,
“he word for coriander is Tamil, and as'in India it is taken for-
aughs. The sandalwood-tree is mdjgenoua in' the East Indies,
'ig bears'a Sanskrit names it was perhaps from Indians that
alays learnt of its value as an astringent and for stomaghic:
pﬁmm Cummin, emnployed s a diuretic by Indians and Malays, =
came from Persia. gr.mm was imported from .&:ahm"t&j{n m

Jess than two centuries ago and from India to Malaye, Ttisclear.
; :ﬁm‘mﬂwded heis giventime to assimilate nnwmeay: the Mala ay
18 ng f; ivcrmtu chnnge in mcd.ma} pmatu:ﬁ I myadf have seen
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the entite population of pne of the beautiful but malarial islands
off Pahang swarm round a government launch to ask for quinine,
;m:&a wh;% }:n!;[ m thho stock was-exhausted they ﬁmaheg 2 '
oftle of black ght as better than nothing, Itis surgery
that the Malay dreads and his religion condémns. o s g s
-, :The medicine of India and China was as mediaeval as the ' | -
Malay. Though China discovered ephedrine to be a apccl?ﬁ'fut':.
asthma, its druggists, to the delight of pre-historians, stoek”
mastodons’ teeth. So in such a field as Malaya European medi~
ciné had a chance to work wonders. Not that it sprang up
ped like Mincrva from the head of Jove. Pena
existed for close on twenty years before it got medical o "
and it was Epmpucacd that Indian convicts a%muld be employed
as nurses. Even where there were British doctors, the death-rate
was, for many years, terrific. Stamford Raffles, for example,
lost a wife and all but one of his children. The Malays had long
guna&cdﬂmt malaria was due to the mosquito, but we find a
in‘gapu:t:“rh}raici&n writing on coral-reefs as its cause, and it
whs not till the last quarter of the nuneteenth century
uinine was commonly prescribed as a specific, Sometimes the
very of a remedy was due to a lucky chance, as 606 proved
to be a cure for yaws, Progress might have been quicker but fora
lack of international co-operation. Take beri-beri, which the-
Chinese mention as long ago as the seventh century. In 1896
a Dutch doctor in Java E:d noticed that chickens fed on
spolished rice were liable to this disease, and published a paper.
'ﬁb when more than ten years later British doctors made the
500 in Malaya that beri-beri was caused by a deficiency -
. invdiet they were unaware of the work of Dr. Eykman and there
'w:i,a-gdigplfte between two of them as to which was the pioneer
discoverer
. ' Geater even than their curative medicine have been the
meagyres taken by British doctors to prevent tropical diseases,
egpecially malaria. In 1898 Sir Ronald Ross, studying the
/ mogquito under the microscope, discovered the importance of
' knoswing the insect's life history in order to stamp out a feyer
‘that.¢auses more deaths and more illness than all other diseases
* put.together. In 1go1 (Sir) Malcolm Watson started to show
ﬁﬁ alue-of draining swamps where mosquitoes breed, But the
‘-"J"'? .:.I::__-';F%a .,tlj-‘ o
o’ L ":.‘:‘f' ’:‘f?l Al |
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ray.of réséarch is fullof pitfalls. And it was more than a decade
‘before it was proved to bé a mistake to clear ravines of bushes

at kept the anopheles close to the clear gfream where
reed, But anti-malarial work in Malaya has earned a world-
;0 wide réputation, Before the Japanese occupation the disease
v 7 been banished from all the larger towns and from most
estates (whose owners recoghized the value of healthy labour),
though it could not be eradicated except at quite prohibitive
cost %mm terraced rice-fields in isolated valleys. It is posaible
that time will bring new methods of exterminating the

anopheles.

iii, EpucarioN

To the modein mind education does not exist without
school buildings, though to mediacval man it was the teacher
who mattered more than the desk. At least as early as A.n. 671
there were Indian teachers “n the Malay world, when a Chinese
Buddhist, I-tsing, spent six months at the capital of Sri Vijaya
studying Sanskrit, as Chinese were wont to do for a year or so
before sailing on to India. Then at the end of the thirteenth
century Islam, spreading from Pasai (in modern Acheh), brought
a néw alphabet and literature, T'wo centuries later the author of
the Malay Annals, writing in Malacca, is familiar with Sanskrit,
Persian and Tamil, with Javanese literature and Kuranic texts,
He professes also a smattering of Chinese, Siamese and
Portuguese. He knows the Ramayana and apparently the
Mahabharata, He has read Malay translations ofp:ﬁﬂ
romances of Alexander the Great, Muhammad Hanafigh gutlg
‘ﬂmi,tr*Hag}zahf He is acquainted with the doctrines of

'/ mystics, Clearly there were means of acquiring knowledge in
.ot ;]Tﬂahcm. The Annals tell us how the gu]tan% sat at the ﬁ:g

of missionaries from India, who sometimes pretended to have
«corre from Mecea, and how irritated those missionaries got with.
/pupils who were slow at pronouncing Arabic, and how adgry -

.+, ‘with courtiers who laughed at their own effotts to speak

', ... For centuries there were several definite types of Malay

i .f.qﬁuﬂaﬂun. Theré was the training of the ordi gasddt,

i JI.
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boys and girls learning from théir parents fishing, trapping,
agriculture, weaving and cookery, In proverbs and fo E-,lmg&
the E.;rﬂlﬁ were pethaps better instructed than the boys, Under
the ence of the hinduized courts a few youths learned to
wotk in brass, silver and gold, and others to make Weapons;
ﬂ:hﬁg’h they were all agriculturists in season and not mmp[qé
specialists. Then there was the training of the young raja who -
learnt to read the Kuran and to fence and was instructed in
astrology and ma?lcal formulae to gain invulnerability anid
achieve success in love and war. There was also the training of'
thé shaman’s pupil in the cultivation of visual hallucinations °
and the special education of the willage medicine-man who
studied charms and the traditional properties of herbs. Finally
there was the education of the Malay scholar, which till modern
times meant the education of the Muslim theologian. Any boy
dnxious to learn the Kuran and understand the general drift of
the text went to live with a teacher, whom he helped in house
and- field. Even today the few who feel the call of religion
strongly do not study Englsh, but, having learnt all they ¢an
from some local teacher, go to Mecca or to al-Azhar Universi
at Cairo, there to acquire Arabic and Muslim theology, whﬁ-
to their minds includes all knowledge. Every Malay boy and
girl still has to learn to chant the Kuran from cover to cover in
a language he does not understand, and this gruelling task
hardl: fugrihcm his advancement in the English schools, ‘
The education of foreign settlers in Malaya belonged before
the nineteenth century to the cultural history of India and
‘China, And in Malacca the Catholics kept open school for their
small Burasian flock,
_ "Then, in 1823, twenty-three years before any annual grant
towards education was made in England, Sir Stamford Raffles
laid 'in Singapore the foundation stone of an Institution that still
bears his name. On behalf of the East India Company he
endowed it with a grant of $300 a month and a large area of
valushle land, endowments dissipated as the years went by.
The Institution was to have literary and moral departments
for “Chinese, Malays and Siamese and a scientific department
for the corimon advantage of the several colleges that might
be ‘@ﬁiyxed Raffles clearly knew nothing of educational
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m*gqni nmﬂsxpwtbdhiamdenm to tun hafarethzy twuki
wik Boit fs not surprising thatin 1827 the Bengal government

: cided to, a pbflme grant solely to the establishment of
elementary s ools, Ten years later an abortive atternpt was

mads t0 usé the Institution for its founder’s purpose, but it is.

‘hatdly a matter for wonder that thé Chinese pupila fell aw,ay-

‘and the Malays displayed apathy ‘at the study of the histo

; uof ‘Ggece and Rome, chronology, natural philosophy, -

- pometry and the use of globes. From 1844 till 1871 m
}mua;ed ‘s school for girls. Then in 1870 a Cambridge graduate
‘was engaged as Principal and the  modern history  of the

- Institution began. The Trustees tried to turn it into & ]:E]g&.h
school with science classes to be fed from the city’s six

mentary schools, But the original endowments had been
wasted, and in 1903 the government took it over and made it a
secondary school. Its history is interesting as an epitome of the
‘stumbles and falls and advancement of education in Malaya.
* The differentiation between education in English and education
- in' vernaculars, and between an elementary and a secondary
“school, the outlining of a curriculum fitted to local needs, the |
educanon of girls, the teaching of science, the provision of a
¢ul] ege for the sons of Malay chiefs, the difficulty of getting
le' masters, the problem of aided and of government
mhmls are all of them matters that cropped up in later da
*In 1872 dn Inspector of Schools was appointed, whose tttle.
s changed in 1901 into Director of Public Instruction forthe -
Strmts Settlements, and later to Director of Education, That -

: Inapectnr inaugurated an educational system whose develops -

: _' “ment may be traced in (@) the gradual recruitment of an =

adequate and efficient staff for an Education Depattment, (8).

increasing financial provision for government and missionary - "

sehools, mainly as a result of the representations of that dep <

.+ ment, and (¢) in the development of curricula on lines of h1gh&:|;" i
: -pmﬂmmc}r ard greéater apbc;ta]maunn .

. = Today primary education is given throughout Mﬂ]a.}ra "lt; Fe

'E-r.tgh&h, Malay, Chinése and ‘Indian schools. ‘The Malay

repare the brighter boys for entry to English schoolssnd -

; ;ﬂa'ut
whu pr’efer ?ﬂlage l:fe lustructmn in: (;ha t]}gﬂ 3-1#__":

vernacular schools, which are free and maintained by goyern=
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graphy, Malay history, tropical kiygiene, gardening, poultry-
E::?mg and general handiwork, Myag.‘llajr girls study the same
subjects with suitable modifications. In contrast to the Malay
schools, the Chinese vernacular schools have bean largely
endowed or self-supporting and self-governing, thovgh schapls
spcorfimodating about half the pupils enrolled were receiving’
government grants before the war. Down to the '20s they
taught the Old Style Chinese learning, till influenced by the
Revolution they adopted the New Mandarin and text-books
too nationalist in tone to make for the cluldren's adaptation to
their Malayan environment. Interference by the Educaﬁbn
Department was, however, resented except when Communist
students occasionally locked up the staff of a school and assis-
tance was invoked to release the teachers. At nearly all these
Chinese vernacular schools some English is taught, usually
badly, to meet the popular demand. Indian schools are mosg r
sitoated on rubber estates and the teaching is generally in " 4
Theit main difficulty is to recruit competent teachers. But if
thé-schools are efficient they also receive grants-in-aid.

The English schools of Malaya are those in which English
is the sole medium of instruction, though they admit pupils of
every race, the majority of them Chinese. Many of the schools
are conducted by missionary bodies who receive grants-in:gid
to cover any deficit. Most secondary schools proper are tun by
government, the aim being to produce }rau&s and girls who
pass the Cambridge School Certificate examination. Three-
quarters of the staffs of the English schools are Chinese,
%.Lm.uim, Malays and others of local birth.

.Bix months after the liberation of Malaya, some 350,000

: pﬁﬂa had been enrolled in the various schools as against

316,000in0 1941,
In addition to these schools for general education, the
ent has established Trade (or Artisan) Schools at
gin'gapqre. Penang, Kuala Lumpor and Ipoh for the training

_‘of mechanics, blacksmiths, plumbers and electricians ; Trade

Schools at Malacea and Johore Bahru for carpenters and

 tajlors; a Trade School at Bagan Serai for carpentry and

.cabifiet-making. At Kuala Lumpor there is a Technical School
roviding courses in surveying and the various forms of
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neering required for posts in the technical departments. An
' Agricultural School at Serdang provides a two years' course in
" English and a one year’s course in Malay for the study of
- tropical agriculture. _ : e Ty
At the apex of the educational system are King Edward -
WVII College of Medicine and Raffles College, both at Singapore,
Together  they now form a University, whose site ‘will be
. eventually in Johore. Students passing out of the Medical (and
gﬁllﬂge are qualified to practise anywhere in the British -

. Empite, Students passing out from Raffles College enter the
~+ "local civil services and especially the educational departmant.
- The Straits Settlements gave annually two Queen's Scholar-

- ghips open to candidates of any race to defray the cost of
study for an honours degree at Oxford or Cambridge. The
Federated Malay States gave annually two similar scholarships,
one confined to Malays. Their value is 500 for the first year,
.2 and thereafter £400 a year. Many of the successful Chinese
- scholars now seek a career in China. I have heard a Malay
‘express thankfulness at his race being thus relieved of thei
competition. - :
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CHAPTER XIV

JAPAN’S HOUR OF TRIUMPH 1},
INAUGUST 1941 Japanese troops poured into the south of Indg-
China and reached the new frontier of Siam. On 8 Dedentber’
Japan declared war on Great Britain and the United States: of
Amerioa, On the same day her forces raided Manila, sank the
bulk of the American fleet at Pearl Harbour, bombed Singapore
at 4 a.m., marched into Bangkok, captured Malaya’s northern-
most acrodrome in Kelantan and landed on the beaches
near Kota Baharu. The next day, g December, saw Admiral
Phillips’ forlorn atternpt to halt the sea-borne invasion by taking
the l&m of Wales and the Repulse up the Gulf of Siam under
monsoon clouds but without air-cover. On 10 Decémber, the
lowering grey clouds broke long enough to let the Japanese
sink both ships and shatter British sea-power in the Pacific-as
Amnerican sea-power had been shattered two days earlier at
Pearl Harbour.

By 13 December the main Japanese army had smashed our
prepared position at Jitra in the noith of Kedah and started its
descent afP 550 miles down the main arterial road to Singapore
at the average rate of ten miles a day. The enemy employed
at least 150,000 men on the campaign, had about 300 bombers
and fighters (against our 141 obsolete planes), and some 300
tdnks, a weapon with which for reasons unexplained our
froops were not equipped. The Japanese tactics were as

. monotonous as the tactics their spies had employed at
-ténnis tournaments in peace-time Singapore, and even more

effective. Confronted with an obstacle on their march, they
disappeared into the jungle on both sides of the road, came out
mq& of it and encircled it, or they got below it as at Kuala
_ r by following some by-road, or as at Kampar by
:ﬁm forces round by sea to the rear of our defence. From

E&aur forces, British and Indian, had to retire, having been

outflanked by the Japanese, who landed south of them on the

Bam'm] iver and were about to encircle them from Teluk
o HOu K T N
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mm Thﬁmmhanwﬂ%hﬂmtsﬁfﬁ River and wis
- to'mak ‘stand there, But, wamwtbarﬁrmuwmka eame
ﬁ; iting, out battalions wmcutm% s
.+ On g January, 1942, General avell visited e ﬂ-nnt. He
""b,xmmadﬁd no more than 4 glarice at the map and Selangor's
’ W otk of roads to order rétreat LE:“ Kuala Lumpor; 125 miles
+ south'down to the Muar River, the last obstacle exce Ft a:atrip
- of seabetween the enemy and Singapore, All the Malay States
were now to be abandoned except the E.uuthernmmt, Johore.
- Eye-witnesses have described the bizarre procession of lorries,
cars,. trollies, ambulances, ordnance vans, tractors, eleven
steam-rollers and two fire-engines that crept along the %rnmtc
' roads of Selangor and Negri gcmbll:m past groups of villagers
who stood stunned and bewildered. It was as if the Japanese
themselves could not believe their good fortune, The fugitives,
many aslee }}) from fatigue, moved unmolested. No bombs were
dropped. Not a bridge was blown up. [
Nothing could halt the invader now, but it was the turn of
“the Australian Imperial Forces to strike a blow. There was a
flicker of phantom hope that somehow the Australians, who had
“not so far gone into action, would accomplish the impossible
' -and retrieve the hour. They ambushed the Japanese at a bridge:
3 w]:lich-.thej' blew up near Gemas and they destroyed some
“ithousand of them for the loss of less than eighty Australians
“Killed and wounded. Except for this one engagement the defence’
“never had air-cover, though it had always been the intention to -
dufend Malaya from the air. But of what use was a successfull

- ambush when Britain's forces were too small to wrest tl'm_-

iﬂitiauva by counter-attack ? :
'The Japanese advance continued without halt, mbirutahlﬁ 5
’I‘fl ‘main body of the enemy arrived at Muar and after a battle’ -
,tﬁ'ﬁix s crossed the river that was its last obstacle on the
. mainland, pushing back an Indian brigade and compelling the

‘now-pressed confidently forward by road and railway.; 0
) 011 25 j’a.nuar}r, ng.z, it waa decided to. mthdraw all Hﬁr‘i_': 43X

':_-:a',elnstra]!ana at Gemas to retreat hurriedly across the ene.
 bridge on. the Segamat River to avoid encirclement. Bodies of
. ‘our men were-cut off from time to time. On the coast the
- Japanese had landed, at Batu Pahat. The main Japarese d:rm]r-'.
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forces to Singapore island on the night of 3031 }anu The .
enemy did not interfere with this nperntio3o_3 desiring- ;gbably
- t9-let Singapore be crowded to confusion and to. have all hts
. prisoners together in one bag.

-+ The last regiment to quit the nmnland was the A:qgjrit and
: Eufhbrlmd Highlanders, a remnant of 200 out of 850 mu:,w‘h,a
~crossed the causeway at mlght with the pipes playing ‘Blue

Bonnets over the Border”. Tt was one of those gestures which

bring tears of Fndﬂ to the eyes and create a nation, but ‘w}ﬂeh
generally should bring tears of shame for lives thrown away,
An incredible war of outposts General Gordon Bannctt
‘alled the Malayan campaign, but it was almost over now,
though many failed to recognize the end was so near. When our
troops reached Singapore, the naval base that had cost ' -
iﬁn ,000,000 had been destroyed by our engineers and at sea
Empress of Asia had been set on fire by enemy bombers,
‘The Japanese began to shell and bomb what was more Jike an
apen gattle-pen than an impregnable fortness. On 8 February -
, they started to bomb intensively the north-west corner of the: -
island, the one place where their troops could land under
cover. At 10 p.m. they disembarked 23,000 men thete. in -
a mangrove swamp. By 11 February Japanese tanks had
- reached Bukit Ti in the middle of the island, Two days later
military opinion was unanimous that further resistance was
. useless, but General Wavell ordered a fight to the end. Although

36,600 fresh troops had just been landed (from an optimism:

‘or error still unexplained) they were inexperienced and there:

‘wa# no labour to unload their equipment under the thfeat of

' 'I“Pmm bombs. The troops that had fought from Siam down
the length of the peninsula were an exhausted remnant:
Munition and food were giving out and, above all, the waterh
“supply was cut. On 15 February, 1942, a white flag was
‘hoisted on Government House and the British aurrenda;red
; unmndmunall
L Of the -‘:aonduct of the Malayan campaign there has been
2 muqhmumam, some professional, much irrelevant. One soldier
“wondeérs if our troops did not miss victory at the first en-
;-mmﬁu;r near Kota Baharu by failing to hold fast. This:clearly .
% mtﬁﬂﬁdﬂrﬁimnatmhe strcngth and doggedness of the ]apamm .
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 Peihaps our.chosen gosition ‘at Jitea, was tactically unsound,
 conistituted ' ds, it tas- mainly. of |open. rice-fields with fanks
-strafig out 8o far that the centre was weak, but not far enough
| _to.prevent engirclement; Perhaps our position at Gurin was
11, Fworse; But what did we know of jungle warfare then? Lqu
"/ ypangé artillery becomes useless where the field of vision is
', gestrioted by trees, and having no tanks our tacticlans
. "sought pusitfnnﬂ where artillery was of valug, Besides, how
“'could bur men be expected to enteér the jungle; when, even a
%, ﬁgh realist like General Gordon Bennett could write how
' Menormous snakes hang on the undergrowth or slither along the
ground. Cobras, pythons, hamadryads and the dangetously
poisonous krait show themselves. Hornets and scorpipns
abound. Mangy, smelly tigers, dangerous sladangs who will
charge blindly into any humans in their vicinity—all these give
horror to the jungle.” The Malay regiments and the local
volunteers, all of whom would have been delighted to see a
sladang and tackled any cobra with a split bamboo, were kept for
the greater part of the campaign as separate units, insteadof being
attached as guides to the British and Indian regiments. There was
no one the Britishsoldier or the Indian could trust to tell him how
to distinguish between a Malay and a Japanese in a Malay sarong.
Our tactic of trying to throw a thin line of defence athwart the
main road failed all down the peninsula. It was like a man
" barring his front door against burglars and leaving open the
ground-floor windows, g:le man surprised by burglars may
have no choice ; two or three inmates could close the windows |
- and open the door, ambushing the burglars in the passage and
- "banging them over the head if they dared to enter. That, was
‘what the Australians did at Gemas, but then, as always, our
" “forces were too weak to exchange defence for attack, Against
.| u6gppoo troops in Burma we had 125,000 in Malaya, too
I few eyer to enable us to start an offensive, even if we had then
known the way. Not unldv did our troops lack an air arm and °
protection from sea-landings in their rear; they had a high
- percentage. of unseasoned men and untrained officers, As
' “eatly as 16 December, the Australian G.0.C., General Bennett,
i wwrote: “I spent much time studying the serious position |
" "of Malaya and realized that nothing could save the country
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unless reinforcements of experienced troops of good fighting
‘quality should arrive at an early date.”

The loss of Malaya is acknowledged to have been'a
military disaster. But naturally the soldier and the civilian loo
badk for the primary cause of defeat, “It is the duty of the states-
man to assemble a superior force at the decisive moment at the
right spot.” By that criterion it was the fault of the British
statesman that Malaya was overwhelmed by a cataclysm whose
repercussions in the Far East cannot yet be estimated, But the
War Cabinet of the day had a valid excuse. “T submit,"” said
Mr, Churchill, “that the main strategic and political decision to
aid Russia, to deliver an offensive in Libya and to accept a
consequential state of weakness in the then peaceful theatre of
the Far East, was sound.” The House of Commons concurred.
Some argued that the Malays, and especially the Chinese, should
have been armed and trained to defend the peninsula. But by
the time world opinion would have condoned such a course
the hour for it had passed and equipment was wanting. Besides,
though the Malay Regiment fought most gallantly, the relations
between Chinese communist guerillas and the Malays before and
after our recovery of Malaya are evidence of the grave risk of
arming a population of mixed races, many of them not British
subjects. Others argued that years ago the Japanese should have
been forbidden access to Malaya's coastal waters and jungle
paths, not stopping to reflect that such a course would have been
tantamount to inviting war. Journalists unnerved by the
unimaginable disaster babbled of an inefficient civil service,
dancing parties at the hotels and whiskey-swilling planters. As
wonservators of precedent no civil service can function nnrmaﬁv
swhen precedents are flouted by armed force. There was a ball
in the evening before Waterloo. And General Gordon Bennett,

" after extolling the civil servants and unofficials of Malaya,
remarks that during a year there he saw no British man or
woman under the influence of liquor and found less drunken-
fiesy than in England and Australia. What all races did for civil
«defence, has been recorded.
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THE M&LAT&N UNION ﬂND
- “SINGAPORE -

ﬂmaﬁs the Ia anese invasion the Malays were pmhabijr the
only people in Asia who as & race not only respected but felt
dak for the British. The Strait-born Chinese entértained
¥ ._.thbﬂama feeling, but they represent a community, not'a race.
Bdfh ‘the Malays 'and the Straits-born Chinese were wild. with

R o joy at dur return and welcomed our troops with single-hearted
Lt graﬁmde It might therefore have been expected ‘that after
. failure to secure for the peoples of Malaya the protection our

* “treaties had guaranteed we should have healed their wounds
.and assuaged their hunger and perhaps even listened to their
“views before we thought of altering their treaties and giving
officials new English designations irrelevant to good government
and confusing for the local inhabitant. But instead of showing
-consideration for an unnerved people, Whitehall dashed into the
recovered Malaya as Mr., Birch dashed into Perak in 1874, as if
it were an Augean stable instead of a country that for half a
~century had been a model for the smooth administration of
", mixed races. As history will diagnose, Great Britain had had
.- demdcracy, one of the world's new secular. religions, fanned

almost to fanaticism by the war against fascism. Democratic
‘< self-government had been a signal success in the dominions
- with their British populations, It must therefore bé a panacea

~ to-be applied also to Colonies with foreign populations, Only |
x &faw British' thinkers detected the non seqitur and uttered a
‘warning that there is no reason to' consider a democtatic .

- electorate suitable for universal adoption, especially in raixed.

" communities. As for the Chinese of Malaya whom the new

A dlspénaatmn was designed to benefit, the majority of them still

. “respect as & mirror- for' administrators the ancient sage Shun .
'.-Mhb “did nothing yet governed well”. But following the -

fi o 5ﬂﬂmp1= uf the B:met, the’ mcﬁnm world, so fﬁa‘ Emm dqlng 5
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nothing, is intent on planning, And incubated in extreme
secrecy (a tactic prompted by the war) Whitehall proceeded to
sponsor a new policy for Malaya that compared with its last
re-wir policy was another complete volte-face. For in 1?33 the-
lonial Office had published and accepted the following
opinion of its then permanent head:

“From a purely economic point of view it would no doubt
be advisable in a country the size of Malaya to have one
Central Government administering the whole territary.
There is, however, the political aspect of the problem, . , .

“Moreover it seems clear that the maintenance of the
position, authority and prestige of the Malay Rulers must
always be a cardinal point in British policy; and the
encouragement of indirect rule will probably prove the
greatest safeguard against the political submersion of
the Malays which would result from the development

' .of popular government on western lines. For, in such a
government the Malays would be hopelessly outnumbered
by the other races owing to the great influx of immigrants
‘that has taken place into Malaya during the last few
years.

“Politically everything seems to point to the desirability
of the Rulers and their respective Governments being
allowed to have control of their own domestic affairs
without interference except in those cases where a unified
policy is clearly necessary.”

The new deal scorned this conclusion, lumping the pro-

ed Malay States along with the Settlements of Penang and

acca into a Union under His Majesty’s jurisdiction, with
Singapore as the one relic of the Crown Colony of the Straits
Settlements. In the new Union the states were no longer
deseribed as protectorates but as a protectorate, Rulers who
had always presided at State Councils were no longer to be
meémbers, and the chair was to be taken by a British Resident
‘Commiissioner, Even the prerogative of mercy was no longer
to be exercised by the Rulers. Crown grants were to be issued
for unoceupied lands not by a High Commissioner but by a
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Gavernor as.in ‘a colony, and the laws were no , &8 here-
tofope;, to be signed and ratified by the Sultans, but by that
" Governgr whose very title symbolized the annexation of the
- protected states, or, lét usssay, their descent to a colonial status
amiprecedented forsuch highljrﬂfniﬁfnlmdand civilized courntries,
) Jurisdiction, of course, means full powers of government from
. Whitehall, This in fact we had under the decent formula of the
*"'old teeaties, But the new agreerents, which the Sultans, taken
' by surprise and without time or leave to consult their people,
weére induced to sign, gave us a blank cheque for the future
digposal of the Malays, compelling them to accept “such future
constitutional arrangements for Malaya as may be approvéd by
His Majesty’. One of these arrangements was that any M
chief appointed a member of a State Council should
allegiance not to his own Sultan but to the King. Humiliation
could hardly go farther.

In clauses as vague as those that adumbrated a Crown-cum-
protectorate Union, the new proposals talked of a Malayan
franchise. Birth in Malaya or a period of residence there was
to qualify Briton, Chinese and Indian to become citizens with
"a.li1 the rights that term implies’, What it does imply is not
beyond legal and political cavil but it is hardly surprising that
one¢ of the Malay Rulers at once challenged a Whitehall state-
ment that “Great Britain having learnt the richness of an
infusion of new blood and talent”, and having derived strength
from it, was aiming at the same consummation in Malaya. “I
would point out,"” wrote His Highness, “that Great Britain has
never at any time accepted as citizens aliens equal in nuniber to
her indigenous population, and that such immigrations as have
decurred have been of people closely related in blood and of the
same religion, which is not the case with Chinese, Indians and
the indigenous people of Malaya.” The inadequacy of the
official definition of this citizenship was pilloried in the House of
Commons, but criticism left the Government unmoved (1947),
and since for Malayan citizenship there need be no divéstment
of priot nationality (and a Chinese cannot change his nationality),

-some of these citizens may one day be enemy nationals, ard
« anyhow it may startle New Zealand and Australia to realizé
that within a few years Chinese nationals may be outvgting and
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dominating all the other races in Malaya and turning a peninsula
that is the key to the Pacific into a province of China. With
their customary acceptance of the inevitable Malays have
agreed to this citizenship for foreigners who make Malaya their
permanent home. But they must still be nervous lest the new
citizens may be admitted sooner or later without any guid pro
guo into the higher civil service and the Malays become ﬁaﬁe
to be tried in their own country by a Chinese or Indian judge.
Chinese and Indians have long had seats on the State and
Federal Councils, and in the old Federated States they flooded
the ranks of the subordinate civil service. But as early as 1904
the Rulers’ objection to foreigners other than British in the
higher posts ufJ the civil service had been upheld by Whitehall,
In the Colony of the Straits Settlements superior posts were
thrown open some years ago to all the locally born, but not in the
Malay States. There is excuse for the Malay attitude, Every-
where the Chinese and the Indians are inflexible in excluding
the Malay from commerce. When the Kedah government once
called for tenders for the erection of buildings and stipulated
that a quarter of the labour force must be Malay, no Chinese
or Indians would condone the breaking of their closed ring by
tendering, though payment of ten per cent above the sum
tendered was oftered. When a Malay co-operative society tried
to export its copra by a Chinese coastal steamer to Singapore,
the firat cargo was lef;’tY on the jetty and the second was found on
arrival to have mysteriously diminished. When the government
gave loans to Perak fishermen to get them out of the clutch of
the Chinese middleman, the Chinese manufacturers at Penang
refused to sell the fisherman ice. Is it surprising that the
Malay coming down with honours from Cambridge sees
ﬂt& cléarly that if he is to be edged out of the civil service

, then he is doomed to political as well as economic sub-
ordination in his own land? Why, he asks, should his country
be ruléd by aliens who came there for commercial advantage
and have yet to exhibit political ability in the administration of
their own homelands? The Malay knows, too, that before
‘Whitehall precipitated its aborted Union, the Chinese, except
for 4 few Straits-born with English ideas and education, were
quife . apathetic about Malayan politics, wanting neither
LI W
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gym:nmm,t mnﬁrlemiufttmuahi . Asawell-known member
Efﬂze. cmﬂ; side of the civil mrviue wrote at the time:
rh ‘Eﬂg?]af:dnmand for ' democratic representation there was
Fiimby The main interest thinking and responsible- Ch:@’@ﬁ_m ;
'taqkm tilm stir greated by the new policy, was as to its effect
n trade Wnuld it memunte taeial hntea and:- dmlu-ca.te
ﬁuhlnm?
E‘-.rmb-nfo.ra the Malay R:Lﬁm had bean consulted, the Union
m,anmunced in the Commons 45 a fail accompli, and nothing
- -excited "more criticism than the method adopted to get. the
o 'a res of the Rulers to a treaty cw:lmi ‘to Great Britain
political power under the Furc Jurisdiction .&m of 18g0.
Fcu: itehall’s emissary to the R ers was entrusted with the
dual functluns of getting their signatures and of r I
on behalf of the King the four who had succeeded to their
thrones during the Japanese occupation, a joint errand that
inevitably raised an outery against force majeur. In most states,
though not in Johore, a pretence was made of getting the consent
*of the Ruler-in-Council, but the Councils had been suapandtd
- by the British military authorities and legally did not exist.
Where there were symptoms of recalcitrance Sir Harold
MacMichael described how a civil servant in brigadier’s uniform
~ was put up to explain the new policy in Malay, “a method .
mductwe of excellent results’. At best the explanations must
* have been vague, as the government had not yet elucidated its
prupusals But the strangest features about these negotiations
for a basis for Malaya's future democracy was the strict secrecy.
“Sir Harold was enjoined to require from the Rulers, who bya
- British democracy were forbidden to divulge to their subjects - -
- transactions that must affect the future of the Malay race, There
- s fg-doubt: that history, unp]acahla in its -final Judgmema,-:-';
“will ‘condemn: procedure neither in accordance with British
1&&31]; nor even with modern British practice in d&almg with -
panp[aa far less civilized than the Malays. ;
“All these points were raised in vigorous debates in bﬂi‘h
Houm, Viscount Elibank and Viscount Marchwood condemn=
“ing the proposals in the Upper House and Captain Gammans, -
formnrly of the Malayan Civil Service, leading the attack in the -
Qﬂmmﬂna But perhapa the maost.; nutabla prutc&t Wﬁs m jl
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letter to The Times signed by seventeen retired officials who had
held high appointments in Malaya. Afdong the signatories to
that letter were a former Chief Justice and four gentlémeén
:ﬂﬂ had been Colonial Governors. Its final paragraph
| i

“We deprecate the manner in which the people’ of'
the Straits Settlements and of the Malay States are Heing -
coerced by Orders-in-Council without regard to democra
principles, and finally we deprecate with all the emphasis
at out command the issue of the preliminary Orderg«in~
Council, purporting to provide no more than a ‘frame-
work’ for the immediate administration of Malaya, but in
effect an instrument for the annexation of tj’m Malay
E.mm‘”

The Government in the end left the matter of Singapore
W a separate Colony for local decision, but over the
Union of the Malay States it bowed to the storm. For the
Rulérs refused to meet the new Governor officially; Malays
réfused to serve on the new Councils, and the Malay peo
wore mourning for a week. The upshot was that the British
Government appointed a committee of representative Asiatics |
and British officials to explore the possibility of a via media
that would placate Malay resentment. The advice of that
committes was to change the Union into a Federation undera
High Commissioner on the lines of the former federation
of four states with the rights and status of the Rulers as

resentatives of their paup%e left unimpaired. It recommended
Egt the High Commissioner, like the Governor of a Colony,
ghould have a small Executive Council of officials and unofficials
0 advise him., And the Malays in their anxiety to learn the
méthods of government asked that the example of Johore be
followed by the creation of an Executive Council and a Maldy
Prime Minister for each state. The Committee's report was
published for the information and views of the other races of
Malaya, and with few modifications was accepted in London
and implemented in Malaya in 1948.

+ +.Thepey policy, while preserving the individuality of each
P g ¢ 2" K
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mmﬁwd un.%rm of government,
mt mﬂ amblhty There are

Ldﬁai'aﬁ#u Coungils for: ‘each state,

 thétefore ot only
e 1;;1_13' . ml Lﬁahﬁn Council to consider and- pass laws
, TS Inndgation of Malayan' ﬁﬂumh:p s retafned, aind

gitizenship s ﬁwmqnan&mambmufathrmm
" }@WEN mi¢mbers of the 'various Councils, and in the

-'54 firure. to, enjoy any electoral ng&h, Its mar.tloﬁ is auto-

ghaﬁq 561: subjects of the Malay Rulers, ﬁm: any petson born
“"in ‘the Federation who habitually speaks Malay and follows
Mﬂuy customs, for any British lm'l:l}:ct born in the E@dﬂ.\:ﬁﬂﬁn
and resident there for fifteen years and for any British 8y
born in the Federation to a father born in Malaya or resid
there for fifteen years. Citizenship can also be acquired (x
applicants who have been born in the Federation and lived

for not less than eight out of the twelve years preceding thu

: application, or (2) by immigrant foreigners who have lwe.d in thﬁ

Federation not less than fifteen out of twenty years
the application. This citizenship cannot, of course,
fusion. As has been said, most of the citizens will even remﬂin
foreign nationals. And if that may be only an academic diffi-
culty, the change is still likely to lead to their clamour for
admission to the higher ranks of the civil service and so excite
Malay resentment,

A problem of serious concern is future immigration, Its
importanee is recognized by the statement that it will be a
ﬁrﬁdpal matter on which the High Cummmamnet and the

. Rulers will confer. Should any major change in immigxation ' *
| . policy be contemplated by the Federal Government and 2,
' ﬁ%‘?l uf the Rulers object to it and not agree with the views
-of.

h Commissioner, the proposal will be referred for f.het
dr of the unofficial mf:.mg&ra of the Federal I.ngla‘laﬂvﬁ

- Council, In theary, therefore, decision will lie with the sovereign

pmplﬂ ag represented by some 31 Malays, and by 14 Chinese, »
Indians, 7 Europeans, 1 Ceylonese, 1 Eurasian. The Maldy |

. { majority may oppose any further large immigration of -

_.4..

.f-::rggm{rss other than Indonesians of their own blood and
n:,llgmn And ﬂwugh unuﬂcmls of other faces haw a.lwarshmﬁ _

¥ uf 4
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disposed to encourage immigration for the sake ‘of plentiful
 labour, the trouble caused by Chincse communists and the
readiness of madern Malays to become wige-carnors appear
ely to dlter the attitude, at any rate, of the Furopedns, =
Whiehells domocric ingenuiy oan hacdly seieve feof
responsibility of arbitration to settle any conflict of views |
- Malaya's new citizens. RO s

- details aside, it is satisfactory that a great

limous enough to see the error of a

- and mistaken policy and explore an alternative acceptable toa - - -

very. loyi . The pity of it is perfectly expressed in the
- Malay anlying that “Though the wound has healed, the scar
remains.’ ' o | e
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VLo R HE PUTURE. -

o R srory should throw light both-on a country’s past and its
b Loy _fgﬁgﬁﬂa’[ future, But too often it has failed to illumine cither
- the past or the future, because it has beén perverted into an
. ““instrument of political propaganda, sither consciously as in
. Nazi Germany and Japan or unconsciously as in 8o mm
- historical text-books supplied to the schools of the Bri

~Bmpire, Propagandist vision is always warped, and the historics
that deseribe Malaya, for example, as if it were created by the
_British out of the void fail even to provide the background
necessary to exhibit their achievements. One must allow that
the false perspective of such English primers is due not to
deliberate misrepresentation but to complacent patriotism and
complete ignorance of Oriental history. Perhaps the one good
effect of a modern war is that patriotism, while growing more
ardent, ceases for a time to be complacent ; and though there are
still huge gaps in Oriental history Malaya, at any rate, is singu-
* larly fortunate in the quantity of material now available, so that
' the British period stands out clearly enough against the Hindu,
Portuguese and Dutch eras, \
- Against Malaya's background of ncar%' two thousand years,
what are the prospects of its future in the political, economic -

and oultural spheres ? : o
" Today, with India before its eyes, the East is eager for
¢ indepéndence and self-government. But with the illogicality -
“ ' that-is the mark of compromise all races nowadays talk of
~ - indépendence, while they: surrender more and more of ‘their
" liberties to cosmopolitan organizations. Internationalism of
-~/ 'spme kind is necessary for the peace and prosperity of the world.
. And though in this book the faults and fallibility of British
~‘administration have not been extenuated, it would leave a false
.. impression if it failed to convey the conviction that, in sj:ite,_af
. errors, the British Empire has been the most effective instru-
" -ment for international good mafakind has ever seen. Even those
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reluctant to admit so much will hardly deny that, however far it
falls short of their ideal, it has been shown g}r two world wars to
be the only pattern for a practical system of world-wide inter-
national co-operation. S8ome day on that pattern there may be
designed a federation of the whole Malay world, fitting into a
collective ;gatﬁm of security for South-East Asia with the
countries of the Indian Ocean on one side and with Australia
and New Zealand on the other, On a small scale it is no in~
considerable achievement that within seventy years British
protection has replaced strong jealousies between the states by
a common sentiment of Malay nationalism. The seed of that
nationalism Great Britain sowed by roads and railways and
education, though the flower blossomed finally under a fierce
patriotism engendered by the policy of the Malayan Union,
The impetuous attempt to create that Union, coming on.the
top of Malay clashes with Chinese guerillas, mostly young
Communists, during and immedsately after Japanese mﬂmm
was not calculated to promote interracial amuty in Malaya,
Whitehall talked airily and ignorantly of a fusion of races that
is gtill offensive to the pride of the Chinese and to the religion
of the Malay. There can be no fusion, but before the war there
were two factors making for goodwill between the races of
Malaya: the universal prosperity and the indifference of all but
a few locally educated Chinese and Indians to Malayan palitics.
After the Japanese war, inflation and food shortage fostered the
growth of Chinese banditry. Difficulties consequent on the war
may pass, but if ever rubber, for example, should cease to be a
. commereial crop, it will tax all the brains of scientists to dis-
cover any substitute that will secure continued prosperity and
interracial amity for a country of poor soil and comparatively
ensive labour,
‘ Of the open Malay resentment against exclusion from
commerce by the Chinese some idea is given in previous
chapters. But it is satisfactory to know that before the war large
] retail shops were being supplied with goods at no
digetiminatory charge by Chinese wholesale merchants., The
Malay, with his well-balanced statesmanlike mind, recognizes
the fairness of granting citizenship to foreigners prepared to
make thieir homes in Malaya and advance its prosperity. Those

I
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" foreigners must récognize that citizenship has its obligations
i imﬂ.&;ﬁtiﬁ; srobably good business to observe them.

" In the cultural sphere as in the political British influence

 dominates Malaya, affecting the intellectual and social ideals
< of the progressive elements in all races, Democracy, with its
' yarious shades of meaning for Hindu caste and the follower of
| Muhammad and the follower of Confucius plus the American -
- missionary, is a counter current in all their conversation, And

- the newspapers, of which Malaya now has a spate in English,
 Chinese and Malay, ignore the point that the governments

«of the new free countries of Asia are in fact not democracies

" ‘but oligarchies of leaders with- a Western education.
' Abstraction,” as Whitehead has remarked, “is nothing else

than omission of part of the truth,” and the generalizations of
British journalese are exceedingly difficult to translate so that
the columns of the Malay press, for example, are filled with
phrases incomprehensible to the ordinary Malay reader without
a lengthy commentary, There is no objection to the importa-
tion of new and useful words from Javanese or English. But
syntax alien to the spirit of Malay and phrases meaningless to
one ignorant of the English original spell the ruin of the Malay’s
instrument for the expression of coherent thought. An imper-
fect instrument for thought involves imperfect thinking, so that
one can only hope that the future of the race may be controlled
by the few expert in English, and by the mantg content to think
for themselves on traditional lines without the aid of the ver-

" pacular press. For Malays and Chinese are realists’ with a

" heritage of profound common sense that nothing but intellee-
tual confusion or continuous propaganda is likely to extinguish,

H That common sense recognizes that the races of Malaya have

 been greatly indebted to the British and still need their tutelage
~_and their help to restore the ravages of war, to maintain peace .
-+ ‘and- order and to fight for Malayan 'interests in the ﬁeﬁn.uf
_ international commerce, , :
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