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FOREWORD.

Culonel Tod's Monumental work, the Anpals and
Antiguities of Rajasthan, published in the thirties of she
Inat century, was written nt a time when the history of
Rajputana wus practically a sealed book to the pablic.
Nearly & century hns since passed, yet such are the
intrinsic merita of * that wonderful work,” #hat it still
romains  the chief source fo which a student of
Rajput history has to turn for enlightenment and
knowledgo,

Though historical rescarch has made little progress
in Rajputana during the last hundred years, yet epigra-
phie finds, discovery of manuscripts, coming to light of
some of the historical records of Rajput States since the
publication of the dnnals and dntiguities of Rajasthan,
have thrown fresh light on many obscure points, and
though several sonrees of information in Rajputana have
not yet been tapped, novertheless a student of history
with a little diligence can now get a fairly sccorate
knowledge of the history of this part of the country
during the last GO0 years.

Materials for such knowledge, however, lie seattered
in  wvarious jouroals, books, pamphlets, manuscripts
mnsenms and private art and coin cvllections. To bring
together and moake proper use of all this material is no
ensy taslk bub the laboor of a lifetime. Probably the time
has not yeb come for the accomplishment of this most
important work, Till then no proper and complete
history of India can be written, becanse the influcuer
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of Rajputana on Imperial affairs and the Court at Delhi
and Agra during the Moghul and pre-Moghul times
was o factor of great importunce and ofien of decisive
oonsequonce,

In the meantime, shovt acconnls of  importang
pérsonages, who bhave played momorable parts in the
history of this historic provinee would not be deveid
of interest to the public. The present volume is the
firtst of a serics of monvgraphs which T hope, health and
time pevmitting, to write on some of those great men
who, by their character and achievements, have made
the name Rajput o synonym for chivalry and heroism,
and the history of this provinee the brightest page in
the history of Medimval Indin.

1n writing this book, I have made full use of all the
inseriptions of the time of Maharana Kumbha and his
father, Mokel—many of them unpublished—the Kum-
bhalgah, the Chivorgarh (Tower of Vietory) the
Ranpur, the Lklingji temple and the Mount Abu in-
seriptions, ns well as of the celobreted worke Eklinga
Mahatumya, the only known manuseript copy of whicl
i in the possession of lai Babadur P, Gauri Shoanlar
()jha—to whom my obligations are due for baving
allowed me frev vae of it, as well as of the inscriprions
in his possession. I have also made use of o manuseript
History of Marwar, Mehta Nainsi's Chronicles {a rare
manuseript) Kumbha's Commentaries on Gila Fovinda
and Kavivajn Shyamalins’ Vir Vinod,

AIMER, HAR BILAS SARDA,
Tat Jannary 1817,



CHAPTER L

Tnr Guamor Faminy or MrwAR.

Manarava Kumspmaxarava or Kumbhd, as
he is popularly ealled, was one of fhe greatest
of the Maharanns who have ruled in Mewar.
The Surya Vamsha is the most famous of the
ruling families of India, and the most
celebrated of its many  branehes  is the
Guhilot or Gehlot family, which has ruled
Mewar without a break for nearly fourteen
eenturies. It has produeced some of the
greatest and most powerful of the kings that
have made the uame of Rajputana resplendent
in the annals of India.

Inspired by the highest patriotism, ever
upholding Dharna, though surrounded by
powerful foes and fuced with insuperable
difficulties, enduring without flinching untold
suffering, and overcoming all hy a self-
sacrifice and heroism which have wrung the

highest praise from their bitterest foes, they
1



IRabarana Kumbbha,

have made the pag;s of history a continuous
record of high inspiration and noble purposc.
Their immortal decds, their chivalrous
charactor, their high ideals, their clevated
and noble patriotisn have placed them at the
fiead of the Hindu nation and carned for
them the riehly-deserved title of ITinedue
Suray, “the Sun of the Hindus."

“ 1t has rarcly oceurred in any country,”
says the great historian of Rajpulana,
Col. Tod, “to have possessed succossively
so many energetic princes as ruled Mowar
through several centuries.” Jaitra Singh
Hamir, Kumbhd, Sdngd, Pratip, Rédj Singh
are names that will shine bright throughout
the ages, and will be revered so long as
chivalry is not despised, patriotism not
discarded and valour not eondemned,

Maharana Kumbha ascended the thronce
of Mowar in A.D. 1488, in the venowned
fortress of Chitor and ruled till A.D, 1468,
a period of nearly 35 years, which is one of
the most prosperous and important in the
higtory of Mewar. His character and achieve-

ments are thus summed up in a sentence by
]









ihabarana Kumbbha.

the illustrious Colonel J, Tod. He says:
“ All that was wanting to augment her
(Mewar's) resources against the storms which
wurue colleeling on the brows of Caucasus and
the shores of Oxus, and were destined to
burst on the head of his grandson, Séngd,
was offeeted by Kumbha, who with Hamir's
cnergy, Lunkha's tasto for arts, and a genius
cowpreliensive as either and wore fortunate,
succeeded in all his undertakings, and once
more raised the erimson banner of Mewar
upon the banks of the Caggar, the scene of
Samuarsi’s defoat,” !

Kumbhd was the oldest son of Rénd
Mokal by his Parmdr Queen, Sobhdgya
Devi,” daughter of Rdjé Jaitmdl Sénkhla,
and thus united in himself the fine qualities
of these {iwo of thoe royal races of India, the
culture of the onc and the chivalry of the

dthéi‘.

T Tod's Annals and Auntiquities of Rajasthan, Vol. 1,
p. 287.

* Chitorgarh Kirtistambhe Inscription, verse 179.
Also Kumbhalmer inscription of Kumbha. As a girl
sho was called Mayd Kanwar,

d



CHAPTER 11

Rawa Ksurrna Smwan, Lakel annp Mogar,
.

Kunnua’® great grandfuther, Rana Kshelra
Singh, who ruled Mewar  from AL,
1364 +o A1) 1382, was the som aud
successor of the celednwated Rind Hamir,
He greatly onlarged the  kingdowm. He
captured Ajwor and Juluizpur, re-nmmexed
Mindalgarh, Mandsor, and the whole of
the Chappan to Mewar. He obtained a
victory over the King of Delli? who was
ulterly defeated at Bakvole,  Kshetra Singh
took the King of Gujiat prisoner in a battle.
The Kumblialgarh Inseription says that “l
captured Zafar Khan, King of Pdtan” (the
first independent Sualtan of Gujrat),? and

! Tod's Annals amd Antiquitivs of Rajasthou, Vol 1,
p- 374, The Chitovgarh Tuseription of Rana Kumbba
says (verse 223 that Kshetra Singl 't destroyed a Mussal-
man army near Chitor nnd the enemy iled to save
themselves." Ho thus pul un end to the pride of the

Mussalman King.,  See also the Kumbhalgarh Toscription
of Maharaua K wmbha,
3"['!2 Lanc Poole’s Mulhammadan Dynastics of Tudia, p.
0.
1



Inabarana Kumbha.

“the Klain rammined in imprisomnent with
other Rujas; Rann  Kshetra Singh  de-
feated and killed Awi Shah (V. 200) wd
the Mussahuan ruler of Malwa {rembled
in his diemang when he saw the Hand, He
defended many Rijis and humbled the pridd
ul the ruler Hf' }'L'T:L]\'.‘Il.”

Roma Kshetra Singh wag suceceded by
his som Rana Ladesha Singh or Likhi, who
wis one of the most suceessful of the
Maharanas and reigued from ALD. 1382 to
A.D, 1397.

He extouled Tis dominions ' by the
subjugation of Merwara und the destruetion
ol its chief stronghold, Beralgah, on the
ruing of which le founded Badnor. T4 wus
in his thue that the tin and silver mines
of Jawar wore discovered in the country
conquered from the Bhils by his father. With
the revenues thus angmented he rebuilt the
palnces and temples destroyed by Ala-ud-din,
excavated reservoirs and lakes, raired innuense
rapuris to dam their waters, and construct-
ed a nmunber of forts. Feo conquered the

1 Twl's Rajostliay, Vol 1, p, 274,
o



Ihaharana Kumbba.

Sankhld Rajpuis of Shekhawdti (Ndgarchal
territory). and, like lis father, defeated the
royal nemy of the Dolht Sultan at Badnor,

He eonquered  Tristheds from the Musal-

muns " and the hill fort of Vardhan from the
Meds (Mers).*

“He enrried the war to Gaya, and in
i ving the harbavian from this sacred place,”
lost lis life.®  According to the Chitorgarh
IGirtistambha Inseription he foreibly put
an end to the pilgrim tax at Gayd.

Muuy years hefore his death, while he was
still adorning the throne of Mewar and -
bellishing the country, an incidont oceurred
whiceh, while illustrating the thoughtless
chavaeter of Lhe Rajput, gnave rise to an evenl
which compromised the right of primogeni-
{ure 1o the throne of Mewar, and in the words
of Colonel Tod, *“proved more disastrous in
its consequences than the arms of either
Mughals or Mahrattas.”

Liakha was advanced in years, and his sons

e Kumbhalgarh Tuseription of Maharana Kumbha,
2 Ihid.,  Also Chitorgarh Kirtistambhe Inscriplion.
8 Tod's Rajasthan, Vol, 1, p, 275,

g



IRabarana Kumbba,

patablished m switable dominms, when the
eocoanut eame from the Rao of Manda-
wanr (Mandor) 1o affiance his danghiter, Ran
Mal's sister, to the heir of Mewar. “© When
the cubassy was announced, Chondid, the heiv
uf Mowar, was nhsent, and the old ehief wase
seated in his chair of stale surrounded hy his
eourt  The messenger of hymen was
courteously reecived hy Liakbd, who oleerved
that Clondd would soon return and take the
gage; ‘for,” added he, drawing his ingers over
his moustachios, ‘I don't suppose you send
such playthings to an old grey-beard like
mo.” This little sally was applauded and
repeated.  Chondd offended at delicicy being
sacrified to wit, deelined to aceept the symbol
which lis father had even in jest supposed
might be intended for himeelf”  Thinking
that his father still had a secret longing for
married life, Chondd, made up his mind thai
Lékhd should himself accept the symbol.
He asked Ran Mal, who happened to be
at Chilor ut the time, to imvite him 1o
a feast, and then insisted on Ran Mal
agrecing to give his sistor to the Maharana
before joining his festive board. Ran Mal
7
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would not agree to this, and the night neared
the morn with the festive board still deserted.

Not knowing how clse to get oub of the
difficulty, Ran Mal hit on a proposal which
he thought would tarn the tables on Chondd,
e suggested  tlhough Chiran Chandan
Fhealiyei that Chondid should venounee his
right to the throne of Chitor in favour of an
issue of the Rana Dy his sister.  Chowdi,
whaose sole desive was Lo gradify the supposed
wish of his father, mwhesitatingly agreed to
this. The marvinge was  eclebrnted  and
Mokal was the issue of 1his union

When Mokal was but five yowrs of g,
“ ] atkhit resolved to signalize his fiuale by a
raid agaimst the enemies of his {aith and to
expel the barburvian From the holy land of
Gaya,  When war was made aguinst their
religion by the Tatar proselytes of Isla, the
Sutlaj wud the Caggur were as the hanks of
the Jordan— f.:"myu, their Jernsalem,  their
holy land ; and if the destiny filled his eup,
the Chief Hindu was secure of his beatitude
(Moksha), and borne fion the scene of pro-
bation in celestial ears by the Apsaras, was

introduced at onece into the renlm of the Sun.
8
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Ere, however, the Rana of Chitor journeyed
to this bourne he was desivous to leuve his
throne unexposed to civil strife. The subject
of succession had never becn renewed; hut
discussing with Chonda bis warlike pilgrim-
age to Gaya, from which he might not return, »
he souuded him by  asking what cstates
should be setthed on Mokal,  The “throne of
Chitor' was the honest veply 5 oud to sgl sus-
picion av vest, he desived that the ecremony
of installation should be performed previous
to Lakla's departure.  Chonds was the first
to pay homage und swenr obedienee and
fidelity to his future sovercign.” !

Linkha had the Holy-laud freed [rom bhe'
yoke of the Afghan but lost his life in
the cntorprise.  When news of this ovent
reached Clitor, Mokal’s mother prepared
to become sati. Chonda appesred and dissua-
ded her frow her resolution saying that
Mokal was a child, and she, the Queen-
mother, must wateh over the welfare of the
Rana. The Queen did not expeet this
- steadfast fidelity from Chonda, She praised

L Voel's Hajasthan, Vol L, p. 377,
]
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his unexampled couduet and declared that he
(Chonda) should ever have the first place in
the Couneil, and no grant by the Rana should
take eficet till it wus confirued by lim,
“ This is still wmintained, and in all grants
the lance of the Salmubra still precedes the
wonogran of the Rana”

This ussiguent of the hest place in the
Couneil und a recognition of the pranior
position muongst the vassulage of Mowar,
became the cause ol its rvuin, when, in
the 18th  century, the descendants  of
Chonda strenuously worked to inaintain the
position thus assigned to Chonda, but forgot
the sclf-sacrifice of thut great ‘man, and
proved incapable of following in the foot-
steps of the illustrious foundoer of their family,
when  their counlry had need of those
qualitics of Licad and hoart, which are so
gloriously illustrated in the life ¢f Chonda.

Mokal thus came 10 the theone in 1597
A.D, and maintained the truditions of the
house in defeating in the fild of Raipur,
Mohmnmad Tughlug, the king of Delhi.

Rana  Mokdl  “ overran  Sapadalakshe
10
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(Ajmer), and took Sdmbhar from ihe Sultan
of Delhi. The rulers of Jdlor (Jabalipur)
trembled before him ; and the King of Delhi
hecame anxions aboni his territory,?”
Mokal defeated Sultan Firoz Khan of
Nagor © and Mohamed Gami Khan, thg
third Ghort Soltan of Mandu, and killed
their clephants, Mokal rebuilt the great
{emple of Samddhishwar, near the : Tower
of Fame’ at Chitor and a beantiful tank at
Papamochane tirthe, 3

He overcane the Nishadas and struck
terror into the Liearts of the Turushkas (Tuarks
or Moslomg),

Mokal was assassinated by his 1wo uneles,
Chdehid and Maird, the natural sons of Rana
Kshetra Singh by # handsome girl named
Karmin, daughter of Medni Mal carpenter—a
class still well-known for the physical beauty
of their women. Chdchd and Maird had risen

! The Kumbhalgarh Inseriplion of Rana Kumbha,
* Fide Bamadhishwar Mahadeve Temple Inseription
of Magh sud 3rd, Thursday, 8. 1485 {A. 1), 1429},

3 Itid. He presented a temple of Devi with an
image of a lion made of all the metals, and a temple of
Vishnu, with a gold image of Garudn,

11
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to be captains in the anny of Mokal and
thus cxcited the jealousy of some of the
Chiefs of Mewar, who, wishing to humiliate
them, had recourse to a lrick which eost the
Rana his life,

*  Oneday in AD. 1433, while the Rana
was encamped at Maddrid and was seated
in a grove with hix chiefs around lim, he
enquired the name of a particular tree. Hdrd
Mildeva, feigning ignorance, whispered to
him to ask either of the brothers., Not per-
coiving the insinuation involved in the
question, Mokal artlessly nsked, * Kdkdjs
(uncle) what irec is this?” The question
veminded them of their mother’s origin and
was taken 1o be aninsult.  They vowed venge-
ance. Ran Mal, who was al Chitor at the time,
also ecame to know that Chdchd and Maird
meditated treachery. Nows of {heir unsue-
cessful attemipt to gain over Malesi Dodid
reached Ran Mal and he warned the Maha-
rana that an attempt on his life was
imminent. The Maharana, however, took no
heed of it. Amn oceasion soon presented itself
to the traitors for carrying into execution

their nefarious design.
i
12
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Besidos seven sons, Mokal had a daughter
nained Lalbéi, who had been married to Achal
Singh, the Kheoeehi Chiel of Gagroon.  Achal
Singh had at the Hathliwa demanded and
received from the Rana the pledge of suceonr
on foreign invasion.  Hoshang of  Malwn,
having attacked Gagroon, Achal Singh sont
his son, Dhivaj Singh, te the Rana demanding
fulfilment of his pledge. Mokal staotgd from
Chitor and Sdnwaldas, the Raja of Tdar, joined
him on the way. Clidehd and Maird, who
had won over Mithpd Panwdr and some other
minor ehiefs to their cnuse  also necompanied
the Rana on this expedition. Sdnwaldas,
owing to hig intimacy with Chdclid, eame {o
know of the plot and wwmed Mokal, bui
Mokal only langhed at the iden. One night
while the Maharana was cneamped at Bdgor,
the two traitors, colleeting a small  fovee,
surprised the Rana in his tents.  The Rana’s
attendants prepared to defend him.  Nine
men stood by the Rana, five hy his Queen
Hédiji and five by Malesi Dodiy4, the gate-
keeper of the Palace. The Maharana, Rani
Hadiji and Malesi defended themselves bravely

but were killed, not, however, till they had
18
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slain 19 of the conspirators and wounded
Chdchd and Mahpd. Seventy of the Rana's
men, ineluding Sdnwaldas, woere slain,
Kanwar Kumbhd eseaped with difficulty..
Going to the honse of a Patel who owned two

~ 0f the flectest horses in Mewar, he mounted
one and, killing the other at the suggestion
of the Patel to baffle pursuit, cseaped.
The fraitors, who were looking out for
Kumbhd, were at the Patel’s honse soon after
his departure, but sccing ome stoed lying
dead and the other gone, they roturned to
their tents. The traitors thence went to
Chitor and proclaimed Chichd ns Maharana
of Mewar, Mahpd hecoming his Diwdn,

When the news of this tragedy reached
Rdao Ran Mal, the brother of Mokal's mother
Ildns Bdi, this valiant Rathor king, remem-
bering the debt of gratitude he owed to
Mokal, with whose help he had recovered the
throne of Marwar—his rightful inheritance
usurped by his younger brothor Sattd in A.ID.
1409 —threw off the turban he was wearing,
put on a phentd (a piece of cloth generally worn

when in mourning) and swore that he would
B
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put the turban on his head only when he had
revenged Mokal by slaying his murderers.
Leaving Nagor he came to Chitor and
defeanted the traitors, who with their familics
fled to the hills of Pdi Kotrd, and throwing
themselves into the stronghold of Rétdkot,e
fortified it. Run Mul, after placing Kumbha
on the throne of Mewar, started in pursuit of
the traitors towards the Pai hills,  Awiving
there, hie made several attempts to reach the
fortress, but so steep was the hill and so
rugged the path that led up to the fort that
Ran Maul failed tv achieve his object.

During the rcign of Mokal, Ran Mal
had, whilsi living at Chitor, killed a Bhil
zamindar of a village situated at the foot of
the Pdi hills. The sons of this zamindar with
other Bhils, were now actively assisting
Chéchd and Mairva against Ran Mal. Finding
that without the assistancc of the Bhils he
could not reach the fort, Ran Mal went
unattended to the house of the Bhil he had
murdered. His widow was at home and the
sons had gone out. He addressed her us

sister, grected Ler, and sab down,  The Blil
1
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woman  said @ Brother, you did us
great wiong, but as you have come to vur
liouse, wo cannot do anything to you now.”
Hearing the approach of her sons, the Bhil
lady asked IRan Mal {v go juside the liouse,
ynd had Lis horse tethered at the baek of it.
Her five sons now arvived and sal down 1o
dinuer, She asked them what (hey would do
to Rawr Mal if Lo should come Lo ther house,
The young men exelaimed, ** Do what! wo
will Kill Lin.”  The eldest, however, suid
“Mother, il he comes to ow house, we will
say nothing to him,”  The Jady praised her
son's noble sentiments and called o Ran
Mal to come oul.  Ran Mal came out. The
Bhils received hin courteously and ssked him
why he had come there to be killed, He
replied?  * My dear nephews I have taken o
vow not to eat bread 1l I have killed Clidelid
and Muira; but with you to assist them, I
cannot get nt them.” The Bhils prowmised to
nbstain frow renderving auny further assistance
to Clideha and Maivd, and to assist Ran Mal
in achieving his object. Ran Mal returned
to his emanp and started next day with 1,140

Gehlots and Rathors to take the lort. Un
18
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arriving at the foot of the hill, the Bhils
advised Ran Mal to wait a few days, as the
bypath leading to the fort had been blocked
by a lioness who had lately given birth to a
ecub. Ran Mal said he did not mind that,
and went on. Placing his men ut suitable,
points he uascended the hill with 60 men.
They commenced the ascent where the para-
pet was yet low: the path was steep and
rugged, and in the darkness of the night each
grasped his neighbour's skirt for security.
As the party reached a ledge of the rock,
the glowing eyeballs of the lioness Aashed
upon them asg she came roaring towards
them. Ran Mal ovdered his son, Aradaka-
mal, to dispose of the beast. He advanced
and buried his poniard in her breast. This
omen was superb. They soon reached the
summit, Some had ascended the parapet,
others were serambling over when the min-
strel slipping, fell, and his druin which was to
have accompanied his voice in celebrating the
conquest, awoke, by its erash, the daughter of
Chéchd. Her father quieted her fears by
saying it was the thunder and rain of bhddon,

and told her to fear God only and go to sleep,
15
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for their enemies were safe at Kailwd, At
this moment the avengers of Mokal rushed in.
Rean Mal hurled his spear at the door, and
people at once said it was Ran Mal's,
Chéché and Maird had no time to avoid their
~fate. Chédché was cleft in two by Clisuhdn
Sujé, while the Rathor prince Jaid Maird at
his feet. Ran Mal then went to the quarters
occupied by Mahpd Panwir and called him to
come out and meet hig [ate, for he had taken
a vow not to attack any onc who was in the
company of women. At the very first call,
Mahpd, unable to face his foe, pul on female
garments and thus disguised, left the house
unmolested. In answer to the second call
Dom woman shouted from inside that the
Thékur had put on her clothes and left the
house and that she was sitting naked inside.
On this, Ran Mal returned and joined his
compauions. Though Chéchd and Maird mel
the fate they richly deserved, (Chdch4's son,
Ekks, escaped and he and Mdhpi made
straight for the Court of Mandu, where they
found shelter. Ran Mal took Chéchd's
daughter to wife, making Chdchd's bhody

serve as & bajot to sit on at the ceremony,
18
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He married 500 Sisodia girls there to spears,
intending to give them 1o his Rathor follow-
ers, The Maharana's uncle, Rdghavadeva,
the brother of Chond4, did not like this pro-
posal, and on srriving at Delwara removed
the maids to his own camp. This added#
fuel to the fire of jealousy already existing
between Raghavadeva and Ran Mal

Ran Mal preferring the fertile platcan of
Mewar to the arid deserts of Marwar took up
his residence at Chitor, surrounded himself
and the Maharana with Rathors, and took the
administration in his own hands. Rdghava-
deva, who had been left by his elder brother
Chondé, on his departure from Chitor during
the reign of the late Maharana Mokal, to
wateh over the safety of the Maharana dur-
ing his minority, had the same duty to per-
form now that Rana Kumbhd, Mokal's son,
was a minor. Rdghavadeva did not approve
of the proceedings at the Court, which was
now dominated by the Rathors, and not
willing to do anything which might be
unpalatable to the Dowager Maharani, he

silently watched the progress of events. But
W
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his existence was a menace to the power of
Ran Mal and an obstacle to the success of his
contemplated designs. Ran Mal, thercfore,
resolved to remove him. He sent him a
dress of honour, which included an angarkhd,
“the sleeves of which were sewn at the ends,
As he was putting il on, his arms becamc
entangled in the sleeves, and he was assassi-
nated-by two of Ran Mal's men, who stabbed
him with their daggers. Rdghavadeva had
been beloved throughout Mewar for his
high character, courage, manly beauty and
patriotism. = This murder roused great
indignation against the Rathors, and obtained
for the victim divine honours and a place
amongst the Pitridevas of Mewar,



CHAPTER IIL

Ruse or ™R Kixepoms or Guinat AND
Mazwa,

1"‘1— —_—
Tae invasion of India by Timur, the 1Hig1~.d:.r
of Mohammad Tughlaq, and the conquest
and sack of Delhi by the invaderin A.D. 1398
destroyed the power of the Tughlaq Sultans of
Delhi. After Timw’s departure to Turkistan,
Mohammad Tughlag returned to Delhi, but
he had lost all power and prestige and was a
Sultan more in name than in reality. In
the opening years of the fifteenth century,
Malwa, Gujrat and Nagor, the erstwhile
viceroyalties of Delhi threw off their allegiance
and declared their independence. And it was
with all these kingdoms, then in the heyday
of their power and prosperity, that Maharana
Kumbh4, about the middle of the fifteenth
century, came into-collision.

Gujrat had been under the rule of the
Baghela branch of the Chaulukyas till the
year 1297 A.D., when Sultan Ala-ud-din

Khilji of Delhi sent Ulugh Khan to conguer
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it.  The Chaulukyas had succeeded the
Chédurd Rajputs, who had founded Anhal-
wara Patan, the celebrated Capital of
Gujrat. The Monarchy of Gujrat reached
the height of its magnificence and power under
Biddhrdj Jaisingh and Kumdr Pl (1094-
1175 A.D.), when it triumphed over Malwa,
conquered Chitor and defeated the Chohiins
of Ajmer,

Gujrat remained a tributary province of
Delhi from A.D. 1297 to the year 1407 A.D.,
when the Viceroy, Zafar Khan, proclaimed
his independence and mounted the throne of
Gujrat? at Birpur, under the title of Muzaffar
Shah, Zafar Khan was originally a Hindu
named Sadharan of the Tdnk tribe (Khatri),
and after his conversion to Islam became the
head of the kitchen to Sultan Firoz Shal
Tughlag, who eventually appointed him
CGtovernor of Gujrat. Muzaffar Shah appoin-
ted his brother Shams Khan Governor of
Nagor, where he and his descendants ruled
for several generations, enjoying the unstinted
support of the Sultans of Gujrat. Shams

* Lane Poole's Muhammadan Indin, page 876,
=
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Khan was succceded at Nagor by his son,
Firoz Khan, who was a warrior of some re-
nown., He measured swords with Kumbha's
father, Maharana Mokal. He invaded Mewar
and defealed the Rana at the ficld of Jotdydn,
near Bandanwara, now a part of the district,
of Ajmer.  Flushed with this suceess, Firoz
Khan advanced into Mewar, but sustaining a
disastrons defeat' at Jdwar, 20 miles jsouth
of Udaipur, returned discomfited to Nagor.

/The capturc of Nagor in A.D. 1455 by
Kumbha brought the Sultan of Ahmedabad
into the field against him. With the King of
Malwa, the Maharana had come into collision
in the carly part of his reign. These iwo
kingdoms—the most powerful Mussalman
principalitics in India at the time—when
defeated singly by the Maharana, combined
and simultaneously invaded Mewar from the
west and the south ; but Kumbha, supported
by the chivalry of Mewar and inspired
by the patriotic valowr of the Gehlot
Rajputs, vanquished them both.

! Boe Bumedhishwar Mahadeva Temple Inscription,
at Chitor of Magh Sud 3ed, 8. 1485 (A.D, 1429),
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Till 1810 A.D. (710 H.) Malwa was
ruled by Hindus. In that year, Sultan
Gryasuddin Balban of Delhi sent an army to
Malwa and conquered it. It remained a
province under the Sultans of Delhi till, in the

Jreign of Sultan Muhammad II, the son of
Firoz Tughlagq, it became an independent
monarchy. Dilawar Khan Ghori, whose real
name,was Hassan, was appointed Governor
of Malwa in the reign of Firoz Tughlag.
On 18th December 1398 A,D. Amir Timur
captured Delhi aud sacked it on the 28th.
Sultan Mohamed Tughlag, the son of Firoz
Tughlaq, fled towards Gujrat, and finding
his way barred by the Maharana, who inflicted
a defeat onhim at Raipur, he turned towards
Malwa, where he was welcomed and royally
enbertained by Dilawar Khan. On Timur’s
departure, Muhamud Tughlag returned to
Delhi, and in 1401 A.D,, Dilawar Khan pro-
claimed his independence and took up his
residence at Dhar.

The kingdom of Malwa thus created con:
tinued in existence till the year 1571 A.D.,

when Akbar made it a provinee of his empire.
™
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Dilawar Khan was murdered by his ambi,
tious and unscrupulous son, Alp Khan, who
mounted the throne under the title of Sultan
Hoshung Ghori, Sultan Hoshung Ghori's
son was murdered by Mahmud Xhan, who
ascended the throne under the title of Sultan;
Mahmud Khilji. During his reign the king-
dom of Malwa reached the zenith of ifs
power and prosperity, and it was Sultan
Mahmud Khilji that the Maharana chal-
lenged to stand the onslaught of the Rajputs,



CHAPTER IV.

Coxguest oF MALwa AND CAPTULE oF

Sorray Manuvp Knmicn.

' As one of the assassins of Mokal, Mahps

' Panwér, was sheltered by the Sultan of

' Mandu, a demand for his person was made by
the Maharana, but Mahmud Khilji refused
to surrender the rcfugec. The Maharana
prepared for hostilitics and advanced to
attack Mandu. The Sultan advanced with
a powerful army to meet Kumbh4. .

Chonda, the elder brother of Rana Mokal,
who had resigned the throne of Mewar in
favour of Mokal in circumstances which have
made his name illustrious in the history of
India, had taken up his residence in the Court
of Mandu, wherc the Sultan, Dilawar Khan
Ghori, had given him the district of Hallar as
a jagir for his maintenance. The Sultan now
asked Chondd to lead the Mandu army
against Ran Mal and take revenge for the

murder of Raghavadeva. The patriotic
26
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Chondd replied that he would gladly have
led the army against Ran Mal's Rathors,
but that it was against his dharma to take
up arms against the army of the Maharana.
Rather than stay at Mandu, he retired to
his jagir. .

The Maharana's army is said to have
consisted of s hundred thousand horsemen
and L,400 elephants. The two armies et in
AD. ;_g@:be’nwaan Chitor and Mandsaur,
and after a severe engagement, the Sultan’s
army was utterly routed. The Sultan fled
and shut himself up in the fort of Mandu,
The Rana's army followed up the victory and
laid siege to Mandu. When the Saltan was
hard pressed, he told Mahpd that he eould
keep him no longer. Mahpa mounted his horse |
and going on to the rampart took a leap out
of the fort. His horse was killed, but he was
saved. He fled to Gujrat. Kumbha stormed |
and took the fort. Ran Mal captured Sultan |
Mahmud Khilji, his army fleeing in all diree- |
tions. The Maharana returned to Chitor |
bringing the Sultan captive with him.

To commemorate this great vietory, the
b1l
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Maharana built the great Jaya Stambha—
Tower of Vietory—in the fortress of
Chitor, which still adorns that far-famed
stronghold —* this ringlet on the brow of
Chitor whiech mukes her look down upon
Meru with derision.” Before, however, this
Tower of Victory was completed the Rana
had to face and vanquish the combination of
the tyo most powerful kingdoms in India
at the time, those of Gujrat and Malwa,,
which glorious event is inscribed on the
celebrated tower.

Mahmud Khilji remained a prisoner in
Chitor for a period of six months, after which
he was liberated without ransom, by the
magnanimity of the Maharana,'! *So far
from showing any generosity thus shown
him,” says a historian of Mewar, *he
(the Sultan) spent the rest of his life in
vain attempts at revenging himself on his
conqueror, for which purpose he entered

* Tod's Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, Voi.
I, p. 287, Also the Gazetteer of Udaipur, 1908, p. 17,
The place of imprisonment still exists. Beyond the
paluces of Bhim and Padmini “ within a stone enclosure,
is the place where the victorious Kumbha confined the

King of Malwa."—Arch, 8, Reports, XXIIL, p, 112,
28
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into an offensive allinnce with his former
foe, the Sultan of Gujrat.”

The time after Mahmud's defeal was very
usefully employed by the Maharana in erect-
ing several forts and generally strengthening
the defences of his country. Before, however,»
we proceed to deseribe them, we must follow
the development of the political situation
in Mewar itself. .

it



CHAPTER V.

Ocourarion oF MARWARN.

Arrer the crushing defeat and confinement
of the King of Malwa in Chitor, Mdhpa
Panwhr and Ekkd, son of Chdchd, fled
to Gujrat, but finding no shelter therc
they camc and threw themselves at the fect
of the Maharana and sued for merey. The
Maharana, with his usual magnanimity, par-
doned them and took them into his service.

Kumbhd was still young, and the success
which K40 Ran Mal had achieved in killing
the assassins of Mokal, and in erushing the
power, and capturing the person of the King
of Malwa had raised the influence and power
of the Rdo to a pinuacle whence he exercised
undisputed sway in Mewar. Rathors were
to be seen everywere in the kingdom, and all
positions of confidence and trust as well as
of political und military importance, were
bestowed on them. This naturally excited

a0
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the apprchensions of the nobles and Sardars
of Mewar. One day Méhpd plainly told the
Maharana that the Rathors were aiming at
the throne of Mewar; but the Maharana,
aware of his enmity towards Rdo Ran Mal,
gave no heed to this warning. Ekkd, Chdchd's,
son, a few days later, while shampooing the
Maharana, who was asleep, began to weep.
His tears falling hot on the feet qf the
Mahaiana woke him, and on being asked
the cause of his distress, he repeated the
tale Mahpd had told.

The Maharana now began to be a little
suspiciousof Ran Mal, The young Maharana’s
dhdya (nurse) became fearful of the future,
and bursting with indignation at the conduct
of the Rathors, demanded of the Rana's
grandmother, *if her kin was to defraud her
own grandchild of his inheritance.”

The Dowager Queen spoke to her brother,
and his reply only increased her suspicions,
which were further strengthened by the
adsassination of Réghavadeva, the brother
of Chondd. An incident which occurred

about that time confirmed those suspicions,
= :
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A fair maid of the Queen's, named
Bharmali, with whom Rao Ran Mal was in
love, was one evening detained & litile longer
in the palace and went to him later than
usual. He asked the cause of the delay,

~ whereupon she said that she was not her own
migtress, and that as soon as those whose
servant she was, gave her leave she came
to him, The answer annoyed the Rdo, who
was drunk. He told her she would soon
cease to be a servant, and that those
who cared to live in Chitor would have to
live as her servants, And, yielding to her
secductive charins and female art, Ran Mal,
intoxieated with liquor as he was, confessed
to her his designs. * The loyal maid, next
day, related the whole incident to the Queen,
who communicated the information to the
Maharana, All their hopes for the safety
of Mewar and its rightful sovereign now
rested in Chond4, and to him they at once
turned for help. He was apprised of the
danger to his country and was asked to come
and save it, Chondd, who had been a silent
but not inattentive spectator of the dangerous

game that was being played in the land of
O



Mabarana Kumbba.

his birth, lost no time in coming to the
nssistance of the Maharana. He sent 200
of his followers, hunters by profession, to
vigit their families in Chitor, and while
there fo ingratinte themselves in the favour
of the gatekecpers of the fortress, The
young Maharana was usked to descend®
daily from the fort with a vetinue to give
feasts to the swrrounding villages, and to
hold the feast on the Diwdli ddy at
Ghosoonda.  The day wrived : the feast was
held al Ghosoonda, and night came, but no
Chondd arvived.  With heavy hewrts, the
nurse, the Puorohit and others started
homewards, ad had reachied the eminenee
called Chitori when forty horsemen passed
the at full gallop, und at their head was
the chivalrous Chond4, who, by a sceret sign,
paid homage to his nephew and sovereign.
/Chonda and his band reached the Rém-
pol Gate unnoticed, but here they were
challenged. They said they were neigh-
bouring chieftains and had the honour to
escort the Maharana home. But the
main body, of which this was the advance,

presently coming up, the stratagem was
dd
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discovered. Chondn unsheathed his sword,
and al his well-kuown shout, the lhunters
were speedily in action. The Bhatti chief
in charge of the prineipal pust of Chitor, was
killed, thiough not before he had launched his
dagger at Chonda and wounded hiw,

The old Rao of Mandor now began {o
seent dunger.  Fuow ing sarprise, he sent his
sons Jodhd (who later founded Jodlipur),
Kindial and others to live in the ralets, ul
the {oot of the Il on whieli the forlress is
siluated, and told thanto be nlways on their
guard and never to come up to the [ort even
if they should reccive o message in lig name,
Prompted by Chondd, the Maharuna asked
Ran Mal to call Jodhd and Kindhal to
reside in the fortress, Lut the Kuo wade some
excuse or other. Chondd and the Maharann
now decided to rid the fortress of the Rathors, '

Bhidrmali, the Queen’s handmaid, one
evening in dsdrh, S. 1500 (1443 A.D.)
plied the Rao with liqguor. When the
old chief was drunk, Bharmah, who had
been evmpelled to his embrace, tied him well
to the bed with the big turban he wore.

The Rao was only roused to a sense of hig
a4
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dangor when Mdhpd Panwdr, Ekks, son
of Chdehd, and others avvived. In his rage,
by a sudden desperatc movement he got
on his lexs with the pallet behind him, and
roared like a eaged lion unable to free himself
from the meshes of the turban that tied him
o the pallet.  Finding all arms removed, he
got hold of a brass lotd, and with this he
killed & of his 17 assailants ere hé was
killed. Mahpit fled ns soun as Ran Mal got
on his fect. The other Rathors in the
fortress, ineluding Raudhiv, brother of Rau
Mal, Sultds Bhati, son of Lunkaran, and
Randhir Surawat, were surprised and slain.
Ran Mal was of herenlean build. His
giganlic stalure and the foree of lis blow
were well kuown in Rajputana. Seeing the
gtate of affairs a Dom in the scrvice of Ran
Mal, gol on to the wall of the fortress and
in a lond voiee, eried out : —

WiHT TURT WITCHT, STHT WA GF /1 WA |

“ Your Ran Mal has been killed : Jodha run
for your life if you can.”

Jodha and his 700 Rathors saddled their

horses, took up their arms and leaving
da
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Bheem, who was too drunk fo move,
sprang into their saddles and made for
Marwar. Chonda, with tho memory of tho
murder of his brother Rdghavadeva fresh in
his mind started in pursuit with ton thousand
“Gehlots. A running fight ensuod between
the Rathors and the Scsodias. There were
several encounters.! Jodha had not gone far
when Chonda came up and a fight took place
at Kapdsan, Jodhs, after losing 200 mnen and
killing 400 of the enemy, slipped away. Bar-
jang Bhimawat, Chardd and Chand Rao,
sons of Aradakamal (Ran Mal's son), Rana
Pitha Rdjéwat, Shivaraj, Poornd Bhati,
Barisdl and otliers gave up their lives defend-
ing Jodhd. Jodha rcached Méndal, where
Kandhal joined him, and the two brothers
continued their flight towards Marwar.
They rveached the Someshwar Pass in the
hills which divide Marwar from Mewar with
only a hundred horsemen. Chondd soon came
up, and to prevent the Rathors escaping into
Marwar made a furious attack on them. The
Rathors collected round Jodhd and Kéndhal

! The Jodhpur khyat mentions encounters at Chitori,
Satkhamba, Eanawaj, Kapasani and Kélwa,
ag i



IRabarana Kumbha,

to save then. Both the Sisodids and the
Rathors disinounted and engaged in a hand-
to-hand fight. Out of the 100 horsewen that
reached the Pass, Jodhd erossed it with but
seven. With this remnant of the 700 horsemen
with whom he had left Chitor, Jodhd sot fool
on the soil of Marwar. He owed his safety
to the fleetness of his steed.

Chondid, however, did not give 1;]: the
pursuit, and arrived at Mandawar (Mandor)
close on Jodhid's hecls. Jodhd unable to make
a stand thore passed by it.  Relying on the
aid of the Bhdtis of Poogal and Bikampur
he took up his abode at the village Kahuni,
ten miles from Bikaner.

The Rana's forecs took possession of
Marwar and established thrinds all over the
land, Akho Sisodia was appointed Governor
of Mandor, Abhddo Hingolo and Mehtd
Rayangar were also attached to this forl.
Réwat Réghavadeva, son of Hansmal
Chondawat, was given Sojat as jagir and
was made Thanddar of Chokri. Bhati Banbir,
Chohdn Jassd of Sachore and the son of

Firoz Khan of Nagor were alsoattached to this
)
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Thand. Narbad, son of Ran Mal's younger
brother Sattd, to whom Rana Mokal had given
a Jdgir with an annual rental of Rs.1,00,000—
Kiyalind- —when Ran Mal was placed on the
throne of Mandor in 1409 A.D., remainod
doyul throughout these transuetions, and the
Maharana  inercased his jagir by further
hestowing on him an estate yiclding an
income of Ra. 50,000 a year. He took up his
abode at Bassi. The year 1443 A.D, thus
saw the expulsion of the Rathors from Chitor
and the passing of Marwar into the posscasion
of the Maharana,



CHAPTER VI.

1340 Jopua Recovers Marwan.

K_i e

Arrer o yew's stay ot Kabuni, Jodha®
began 1o vaill Mandor,  Hix raids always
cost him men and horses without bringing
him auy prolit.  One day, relwning from his
raid, Jodhd came Lo a village and put up at
the hiouse of one Rdakan Jat, The mistress
of the louse placed hefore Jodhd a theli
(plate) full of hot ghdt (porvidge). Jodhd at
onee thrust his Liand into the centre of the
porridge to tuke a morsel, and as the porridge
was burning liot, Jodhd burnt his fingors.
Secing this and uot knowing who the stranger
wasg, the Jdtni said : * Brother, thou art as
devoid of sense ax Jodhd is” Jodhd was
astonished to hear this remark and asked the
lady why she thought Jodha was without
sensc. The Jditni replied that want of
sense in Jodhda was clear from the fact
that instead of raiding the out-lying country,
he always went straight to attack Mandor,
3l
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which was garvisoned by the Rana; and thus
at every encounicr he lost horses and moen
without gnining his objeet.  * And thou, too,
my brother,” added the lady, *lackeih sense
inagimuch as thou putteth thy hand straight
into the eentre of the porridge and burneth ihy

“fingers.  If thon wouldst bul begin with the
porridge newr the edge which is not so
hot, thou shouldst have by and by the
porridge in the centre of the plate oo, as it
is nol going to 1un away.”

Judhd took this advice 1o hearl and gave
up going towmds Mandor and began to
raid the country avound. This brought
him plunder, and he got around hin u body of
horsemen. His brothers also grew up and
began to assist him.  With the help of Lhe
Bhatis of Kelhan, where he had maried, he
bogan to raisc disturbances in the country.
He was, however, scriously handicapped by
want of horses und lack of money. Thore was
famine, too, in the land and grain was seavee.

While Jodhd was thus roaming homeless
in Marwar, his country being in the Maha-

rana’s possession, an ineident oceurred which
40
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roused him and put fresh energy into his acti-
vities. The Dowager Queen of Mewar, Rao
Ran Mal's sister, sympathising with Jodha
in his forlorn state, one day begged the Maha-
rana to restore Mandor to the young Rao,
telling him how Ran Mal had come to Chitor
to help the Maharana at a critical tine, slain
Chacha and Maira, defeated the Mussalmans,
raised the credit of Mewar, and was_killed
there, and that his son Jodhd was now
wandering in the jungles, homeless and
hopeless. Such, said the lady, was the
reward for services rendered to Mewar.
The Mgaharana replied that Ran Mal had
murdered Rdghavadeva, Chondd’s brother,
which Chonda could never forget, and that he,
for fear of wounding Chondd’s feelings, could
not do anything to help Jodha, but promised
that if Jodhd should take Mandor he would
not molest him. Thus assured, the old lady
gent a confidential messenger, a Chdran
named Duld, to Jodha to communicate to him
the views of the Maharana and to encourage
him to make an effort and take Mandor.

Chdran Asia Duold went in search of

Jodhd, and eventually reaching the village
41
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Bhadang, in the jungles of Paddvs, in the
sandy desert of Marwar, he found him with
his fifty horsemen and some foot followers in
the act of satisfying their hunger with the
bdjri growing in the fields. The message
from the Dowager Queen of Mewar acted
Tike a powerful tonic on himn, and he set about
collecting means to effect his purpose. He
went straight to Réwat Lunkaran of Sat.
rdwa, who had 500 horses in his stables,
and appealed to his patriotism, and reminded
him of his duty to his kindred and
asked for 200 horses. Lunkaran declined
to give the horses, saying that he held his
fief from tha Maharana, who would deprive
him of the land if he should give him
assistance. Disappointed by the Réwat,
Jodhd went to the Thakurdni, who was a
sister of Jodhd's mother, She was a
Bhatydni lady, a class well known amongst
the Rajputs for wisdom and foresight. Seeing
Jodhd dejected, she enquired the cause.

He told her that the Rdwat had refused
him horses of which he was in sore need,
The Bhatydui asked him to cheer up, saying

the horses were all his. She sent for the
@
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Rdwat and asked him to put certain valuables
in the Toshdkhdnd; and when he unlocked
the room and went in to deposit the things,
the Thakurdni promptly shut the door
and locked him in. She then sent one
of her maids with Jodhd to the stables
with the message that the Rdwat had
ordered that the stables were at Jodhd's
disposal, and that the keepers were to fully
equip any horses that he wished to take
away. Jodhd picked out 140 of the best
steeds of Satrdwd, mounted his Rajputs and
marched away. When he was gone the
Thakurdni unlocked the door of the Toshd-
khéna. Rdwat Lunkaran came out boiling
with rage, quarrelled with the Thakurdni,
scolded his Kdmddars and had the keepers of
the stables beaten, but could not get back
the horses.?

Jodhd thus equipped went to enlist the
support of Harbd Sdnkhld, the celebrated
cavalier of Rajputana, whose deeds of chivalry

1 The following couplet refers to the incident : —
¥ ¥ i T g |
®q | Wy Sgd gy |
43
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are sung everywhere in the country. This
great man, a Bdla Brahmachdri (he who
leads a life of celibacy from childhood), lived
a life of simplicity aud asceticism, and was
ever ready to succour the distressed, help
the weak and champion the cause of the
't‘-ppressed. His generosity was proverbial,
his door was open to all who sought his aid,
his lance ever ready to go to the assistance of
a suppliant with a just grievance. His
house, a place of shelter to all who went
there, provided unbounded hospitality to
the stranger. He had been performing
the rite of Saddvrat, at which everyone
is shown hospitality and granted his request.
Jodhd, with a hundred and twenty followers,
arrived when the “strangers’ fare” had been
distributed. Harbd had a hurried meal of
mujd boiled with flour, sugar and spices
prepared and set before the Rdo and his
followers, who enjoyed the pottage and went
to sleep.

On waking, they stared at one another,
for their moustachios were dyed with the
evening’s meal. Harbd, however, remarked
“that the grey of age was thus metamor-

“
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phosed into the tint of morn and hope, so
would their fortunes become young and
Mandor again be theirs,”

- Thus aided, Jodhs started to recover his
patrimony. He first attacked the Maharana's
thdnd of Chaukri. Ridghavadeva Rathor with
his small following fled, leaving everything'
behind, and Blidti Ranbir, Rana Visaldeva,
Réwal Indo of the Rana’s officers were killed.
Jodhd next attacked and took Kosdnd, and by
rapid marches arrived at Mandor. Two
sons of Chdndd, Kdndhal and Manjd, were in
charge of the place. Despising the numbers
of the enemy, and ignorant of the fact that
the assailants included Harbd Sdnkhld, they
descended sword in hand to meet them. But
they were overpowered ; Kdndhal was slainand
Manjd took to his horse and fled but was
pursved, overtaken and slain on the way.
Ahddo Hingolo, Sisodid Eko and others were
also slain, A chhatrs still marks the place
on the Balsamad Lake, near Jodhpur, where
Hingolo fell after performing deeds of valour.
Chohdn Jassd, Harbhdm Sindhal, Visaldeva
Parmar and the son of Firoz Khan of Nagor
fled. Jodhé recovered Mandol. In a few

A
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days Jhed also seized Sojat and took up his
abode there. Chondd would have invaded
Marwar to take vair (revenge)—as two sons
of his had fallen while Mandor had lost only
one chief, Ran Mal—but abstained on learn-
ing that the Maharana forbade it. Conscious,
‘however, of the superior power of Mewar,
Jodhd sued for peace, and restored the rich
province of Godwdr ! to quench the feud.
Thus, after 7 years of occupation, Maharana
Kumbhd lost Mandor, and Jodhdé won it
back by the sword.

1 This province remained in the possession of the
Maharana for three centuries, -only reverting to Marwar
in the latter half of the 18th century when, owing to
Mahratta aggression, the resources of Mewar reached a
low ebb,

- 48



CHAPTER VII.

Wans witH THE SvnTans oF MALWA AND
Gurar.

We now turn to the foreign relations of
Mewar and see how the valiant Maharana
not only successfully defended his country
against the attacks, first made singly and
when thus defeated, made in combination by
the Kings of Malwa and Gujrat, then at the
zenith of their power and prestige, but carried
the war into the countries of his foes,
humbled their pride, took from them several
forts and ecities, extended his dominions on all

sides and became the most powerful sovereign
of his time in India,

In 8. 1499 (A.D. 1442) the Maharana
left Chitor to invade Hérdvati. Finding
Mewar unprotected, the King of Mandu,
Sultan Mahmud Khilji, burning with a desire
to take revenge and to wipe off his dis-
grace of A, D. 1440, invaded Mewar, and

arriving near Kumbalmer prepared to destroy
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the temple of Bdna Mdtéd in Kelwdrd, A
Rajput chieftain named Dip Singh collected .
his warriors and opposed the Sultan, For

gseven days Dip Singh successfully repulsed

all attempts of the Sultan’s army to take

_possession of the temple. On the seventh

day, Dip Singh was killed and the temple fell

into the hands of the Sultan, He razed it

to the ground, burut the stone image of the

Mdtd and used the lime with betel leaves,

Flushed with this small success, he started

for Chitor, and leaving a part of his army to

take the fortress, advanced to attack the

Maharana, sending his father, Azam Huma-

yun, towards Mandsaur to lay waste the

Maharana's country.

‘When the Maharana heard of these
events, he left Hardvati to return to his
dominions and came upon the Sultan’s army
near Mandulgarh. A battle was fought here
without any decisive result.' A few days
later the Maharana made a night attack on

! Ferishts (Vol. IV, p. 210), says the Soltan ob-
tained a victory and the Maharana retired to Chitor,
while the historians of Rajputana say that the Hultan

was defeated.
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the Sultan who was uiterly defeated and fled
towards Mandu,’

To velrieve this disaster, Mahmud sel
about preparing another army, and four years
later, on 20th Rajab H. 850 (Kartik Badi
5th, S. 1503) 11-12 October 1446 A.D., he*
went towards Mandalgarh with u lurge wrmy,
The Maharaua’s army attacked hiw while he
was crossing the river Bauds, and having
defeated him drove him back to Mandu.?
For aboul 10 years after this defeat,
Mahomed Khilji did not ventuve to tuke the
offensive against the Maharana.

Vi Finod of Maluunnhopddhydeys Kavire; Shamal-
dus, part I, p. 325. Ferishta says © the Sullan returned
without molestation to Mandu,”—Val, IV, p. 210,

*Vir Vinod, p. 325.—Ferishto, in conformity with
the practice of Persisn historians, who ignove or try to
whitewash defeats and unfavourable issues, says (Nol.
IV., p. 210) that the Sultan veturned after taking Naz-
vana. This is obviously far from true. For, had the
Hultan obtained a victory and concluded peanco after
receiving Nazrann, why should he have, as stated by
Ferishta (Vol. IV, p. 215), sent Taj Khan with eight
thousand cavalry aud 20 elephants to atlack Chitor withe
vut canse from Bayana, where he had gone immediately
after his roburn to Mandu, Iad the Sultan achieved a
vietory, we should not have found him (as will be sean
later) asking the Wing of Gujral fur lelp, and proposing
to him after his dcfeat an offensive alliance against the
Maohavana, TFerishla furthor says ( Vol [V, p, 228} thal
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In 1455 A1), the state of adluirs ot Ajmer
drew lis altention to it. This important
city—'* the heart of Rajputana” -is a place
of the greatest strategical importance in
Upper India. It stands ut the swnit of
the plateau which arks the highest clova-
ton ou the plains of Hindustan.  Lts political
importance is proved by the fact that every
power aspiring 1o dominale the econntry has
first taken possession of it and used it as
ladder to mount to political supremacy in
India. 1ts religious importance is due to the
existonce ol Pushkar in its environs, and the
Mausolewn of Khwaja Muinuddin  Chishi
in the town.  The deatl of Swami Duyanand
Saraswabl b Ajmer invests the  place with
poculiar importance in the cyes of reformod

Hinduisin.

During the reign of Maharana Mokal,
Rio Ran Mal of Mandor wrested this
stronghold from the Sultans of Delli and
restored it to Mewar. Acting on the adviee of

Mabmoud wished to found a Lown in Mowar and name
it Khiljipur, but that as the Mabarana tendered a
Nagrann he returned to Mando withont doiog so.  Does
this vetwrn wvol plainly show thal Mahmwd returned
foiled in his sitenpt !
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Pancholi Khewsi, Ran Mal send him out with
a picked force of Ruthovs; und under the
pretence of conveying o duunghler to the
Viceroy of Ajmer, he introduced his men
into thual renowned {ortress, the ancient
stronghold of the Chohdns, putiing the garri-
son to the sword and slaying Salim Shah
King of Multan, who had gone on pilgrimage
to Ajmer after killing Choondd, father of Ran
Mal at Nagor. Khowsi was rowarded with
the grant of the township of Khatoo, then
lately capturved from the Kdimkhanees.!

In A D. 1455 Mahmud Khilji having
received rvepresentations that all Muham-
madan religious practices had heen forbidden
in Ajmor? by the Hindu Governor of the
place, and receiving promiscs of help from its
Mussalman residents, undertook an expedi-
tion against that city. Sending the bulk of
his army against Mandsaur to engage the
Maharana's forces, he advanced and attacked
Ajmer. Gajédhar Singh, the Governor of the
fort: of Ajmer, defended the fort for four days,

* The Jodhpar Khyedt.
2Perishta, Vol. IV, page 232,
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and then, despising the foe's forces, he came
out and attacked the Sultan's army. He was
killed after performing deeds of valour and
slaying numbers of the enemy. As his men
were retiring into the fort, the Sultan’s men

mixed themselves among the Rajpuis and
“entered it also. The Sultau thus obtained
possession of the fort but “not without sus-
taining severe loss.” ' He appointed Khwaja
Naimat-ullah as Governor of the fort, with
- the title of Saif Khan, and himself went
towards Mandalgarh.

As he approached the river Banas, the
Maharana's army came out of the fort and
fell upon the Sultan, who sustained a severe
defeat and fled to Mandn.}

1 Perishta, Vol IV., page 222,

“Ferishtn says: “ Rana Kumbha, at the head of a
body of Rajputs, attacked one flank of the king's army
under Taj Khan and sent another body to attack that
under Ali Ehan, A severe engagement ensuod in con.
sequence, when the retreat was mutually sounded. Oun
the following morning the Malwa officers porsoaded the
king of the necessity of his army retiving into quarters,
batg on account of the reduced nombers and the wret-
ched state of the camp equipment, now rendered almost
useless, which circumstances, together with the approach
of the rainy season, induced Sultan Mabmud to return
to Mandun,"—DPriggs Ferishta, Vol. IV, p, 223, Mr,
Briggs in a footnote says : “The drawn battle mentioned
by the Malwa historians must be deemed & defeat.”
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The same year (A. D. 1455) Feroz
* Khan, Sultan of Nagor, died.” He belong-
ed to the family of the kings of Gujrat, and
was originally (Governor of the provinee of
Nagor, under the Sullans of Delli. He had,
however, thrown ofl his alleginuee to Delhi
and become indepeudent.  On his death, his
elder son, Shwns Khan, sueeecded him, bui
his younger sou, Mujuhid Khau, deposed him
and propared to take his life, Shams Khan
fled to Rana Kumbhd for shelter *and help.
Kumbhd, who had long had designs on
Nagor, gladly embraced this opportunity of
carrying themn out, and agreed io place
Shams Khan on the throne of Nagor oun the
condition that he acknowledged Kumbha's
supremacy by demolishing part of the battle-
ments of the fort of that place.* Shams
Ktan accepted the terms ¢ The Maha-
rana marched with a large army to Nagor,
defeated Mujahid, who [led towards Gujrat,
and placed Shams Khan on the gddi of
* Forishta, Vol. V., page 40 (Cal. Tdition of 1910),
* Bayley's Gujrat, page 1485,

* Perishta, Vol, IV, page 40, Also Bayley's His-
tory of Gujrad, page 148, footnote,

* Ferishta, Vol, TV, page 41.
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Nagor, aud demanded of him the fulfilment of
the condition, As preparations wore being
made for the demolition of the batllements
one of the old Pathan Sardars of Shams Khan
cried out : *Would that Kiroz had o daugliter
instead of w son, for oven she would not have
&llowed her father to be disgraced by permit-
ting the dismantling of the fortifications of
the fort.”' On this, Shwmns Khan humbly
prayed to the Maharana to spare the fort just
then, for otherwise his nobles would kil im
after the Maharana was gone.  He promised
to deinolish the hattlements himself later ou.
The Maharana granted this prayer and

retwrmed to Mewar,

No sooner, however, had Kumbhd reached
Kumbhalgarh than Shams Khan, instead of
demolishing, began to strengthen the fortifica-
tions of Nagor. This brought Kumbld on the
scenc again with a lavge army, Shams Khan
was driven ont of Nagor, which passed into
Kumbhd’s possession. The Maharana now
demolished the fortifications of Nagor and
thus earried out his long-cherished design.

! Bayley's Histovy of Gujral, page 148, foolnote,
it
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He took wway lrom the treasury of Shams
Khan a large store of precious stones, jowols
and other valuable things, The Bklinga Mu-
habinya composed during Kuinbhd's Tiletime,
suys that le “defeated the King ol the Shakas
(Mussahinans), put to Hight Mashiti (Muja,
hid %), slew the hevves of Ndgpur (Nagor), des-
troyed' the fort, tilled up the moat round the
fort, captured elephauts, imprisoned Shaka
women and punished countless Mussalmans.
He gained a victory over the King of
Gujrat, burnt the eity * (Nagor) with all the -
moosues therein, liberated twelve lukhs of
cows Tromn the Moslems, made the haul o
pasture for cows and gave Nagor for a time
to Brahmans.” * He curied away the gates
of the fort and an tuage of Elanundn from
Nagor, which he placed at the prineipal gale
of the fortress of Kumbhalgarh, calling it the
Hanumén Pol.

t The Chitorgarh Kurtistambha Loscriplion repeals
these facls, and adds that he desbroyed **the greal
mosyue huilt Ly Sultan Fives, which showed Moslems
the way to Nagor” (verso [¥), Voerse 22 wuyw “ho
uprovted the Mussalman tree of Nagor aml destroyed it
with all its mosques,”

¢ Commentary on the Qits Govinda, verses 60-63,
also reiterate these things,

3 Moo also Chitovgarh Kirtistambha Tuseription,
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Shams Klian Hed to Ahmedabad, taking
with him his daughter, who he gave to
Sultan Qutb-ud-din to wife.! The Sultan
thereupgn espoused his cause and sent o large
army phider Rdi Rdmi Chandar and Malik
ﬁudﬂgf to take back Nagor.? The Maha-
rana allowed Ehi armiy to appronch Nagor,
when he came oul, snd after a severc cn-
gagement, inflicted w erushing defeat on the
Gujrat army, annihilating it.  Ouwly renmmants
ol it venched Aduvedabad, Lo carry the news
of the disaster to the Sultun.®

The Sultan now tovk the fivld in person,
deterinined to wrest Nagor back lvom the
Maharana. The Maharana advanced 1o moct
him and eame to Mount Abu,

Iu 5, 1518 (A.D. 14506) the Sultan of
Gtujrat *despairving of reducing Chitor "+
arrived near Abu nnd sent his Commander-in-

! Bayley's Gujral, page 149, Ferishta, Vol 1V,,
page 41,

* Ihid, Bumh?' Gozetleer, Vol, 1., page 242, las
Anup Chand Manik and Malik Gadai,

* Bombay Gezetiecr, page 243, Fuerishta Val, TV,
page 41,

* Drigy’s Forishia, Yol, LV, pago 1L
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Chief, Malik Shaaban Imad-ul-Mulk, with a
large army, to take the fort of Abu, and him-
self marched upon the fortress of Kumbhal-
garh. Kumbhd, aware of this plan, came
out, attacked and “defeated Imad-ul-Mulk
with great slaughter,” ' and by forced marches
reached Kumbhalgarh before the Sultar
arrived there.

The Deoras of Sirohi, who had been dis-
pussessed of Abu by Kumbhd, seized this
opportunity when Kumblhé was embroiled
with the Sultan of Gujrat, and took posses-
sion of Abu.?

Imad-ul-Mulk returned discomfited to the
Sultan, and both arrived at the foot of the hill
on which is perched the fortress of Kumbhal-
garh. The Maharana sallied out of the
fortress and attacked and defeated the Sultan,

! Bombay Gaozethesr, Vol [, page 243,  Also
Bayley’s History of Gujrat, page 148,
"The Mireti Sikendari states thai the Sultan had
the fort evacunted by Kumbha and gave il to the Deoras
~of Birohi. Ferishfa, however, states (Vol, IV, page 41
that the Raja of Sirohi, who was a relation of the
Meaharana met the Bultan in battle but was defeated, and
that tho Sultan then wonb away towards Kumbhalgark:
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who sustained a heavy loss, and hopeless of
taking this stronghold, relired' to Gujrat.

The Sultans of Malwa and Gujrat, thus de-
feated by the Mulharana, now resolved to com-
bine and invade Mewar, Sultan Qutb-ud-din
wus met, on his way back Lo Ahmedabad, by
Taj Khan, ambussador from Mahmud Khilji,
Sultan of Malwa, who proposed a formal
offensive alliance against the Maharana who
had destroyed the Mussalman Chiefship of
Nagor and had injured them both. The King
of Gujrat eagerly lisiened to the proposal and
aceepted the terms of the alliance, which was
ratified at Chinpaner by Sheikh Nizam-ud-
din and Malik-ul-Ulema on behalf of Sultan
Mahmud, and by Qazi Hisam-ud-din on behalf
of Qutb-ud-din, towards the closc of the year
A. D. 1456° Tt was agreed between the
two kings that the southern part of Mewar
contiguous to Gujrat was to be attached to

! Bombay Gazelteer, page 242.

= Brigg’s Forishia, Vol IV, page 42, Bayley’s Gujrat,
page 150, footnole,
7]
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Gujrat; and Mewar proper, Ajmer and Ahir-
wara, to Malwa.

In pursuance of this treaty, a simultaneous
attack was made by the allied kings of Malwa
and Gujrat the following year (A.D. 1457).
Qutb Shali advanced towards Kumbhalgarh,
while Mahmud TKhilji advanced towards
Chitor and reached Mandsaur, The Maharana
wanted to dispose of Mahmud fivst, but finding
that Qutb-ud-din had come near Kumbhal-
garh, advanced to mect himn first. Qutb-ud-din
had ehosen a strong position and the Maha-
rana, after an indecisive action, fell back on a
better position flanked by his native hills,
Qutb-ud-din encouraged, advanced and an
engagement took place which lasted for two
days. After the first day’s engagement, both
armies retired to their camps for the night:
the dead bodies were cremated or buried, and
the wounded were tended. With the break
of day the battle was renewed, and as the
Maharana’s army had the support of the hills
behind them, while the Sultan’s army was in
the open, the latter suffered severely and left
the field completely vanquished. The Sultan

had to fight hard for his life but eventually
5~ '



Itabarana Kumbba.

retired in safety. Thus, though the Maharana
suffered a heavy loss, the Sultan was defeated
and returned to Gujrat.’

1 Ferishta (Vol, IV, pagu 42) snys Ghat Lhe Sultan
on receiving 14 mds, of gold loaded on two elephants and
some other things as presents made peace with the
Maharana and returnod homo! This is Fersibta’s way of
ghussing over o defent.  For Fevishta does not state whal
i gansanable donntion ™ the Sulten of Malwa, the ally of
the Gujrat King, recoived as his shave of the apoils of
war or offering of peace, Tt is havdly possible to beliove
that this powerful combination of two monarchs, each
burning with a desire to completely erush ihe common
foe, shonld invade the enemy's country from both sides
and open the campaign with such confidence and pride,
achieve & triumphant vietory aml yot the nob rvesult
of it should be the gain to only one of the allies of 14
mds. of pold, two olephants und some nondescriph
things | | | Ibis conceivable that the Sultan took with
him the spoils of some of the temples destroyed by him
and the plunder of Sirohi, and some annalist has des-
eribed the gold and the nondescript things as nazrana
or tribute. The Mirati Sikandari says that three months
after this, the Mahai invaded Nagor, when Qutb-ud-
din again came to Mewr dnd witerplmmdering somo
villagas returned bo Ahmedabad, Tt is diffioult to belisve
that if the Mahorana had been defeated in this war he
would have dared attack Nagor within three months of his
defent, or, that Qutb-ud-din who had been victorious
would have retired satisfied after indulging in a little
plundering freak without exacting substantial penalty or
othorwise taking severe revenge for this presumption on
the part of the Maharana, The Mirati Sikandari, indesd,
says that the Sultan of Mandu returned home, baving
received from the Rann the district of Mundsaur and
sevoral other pargannas adjacent to the territories of
Malwa. That the victor should get only a little gold
and the spectator whole distriots of the country of the
vanquiched | Ancther historian, however, comes neaver

b
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The King of Malwn also retired to his
territory foiled in his attempt, and was able
neither to recover the territory previously
conquered and joined to Mewar by Kumbha,
nor to conquer any purt of the Maharana’s
country.! He had heen so often defeated that
after this unsuccessful attempt to retrieve his
fallen fortunes, he gave up all hope of succoss
against the Maharana, and though he lived for
10 years after this defeat, he never again
ventured to invade Mewar.*

the troth, © Parikhi ALE seems rather to inkimate that
Qutb-nd-din made his own Lorms and left Mahwuod to
shift for himsclf” —Baylev's Gujrat, page 151, footuote.
The Commentary.on. Gite Govind distinetly states that
the two kings were defeated and driven ont of Mewnr
by the valiant Maharana,

! Ferishts says (Vol 1V, page 324) that Mahmud
left for Mandalgarh on 26 Muhacram H. 861 (A, D.
1856), and took it on 25 Zilhijj H. 862 (1458 A,
D) Tt iz further stated that Mahmud advanced
towards Chitor on 5 Muharrmn H. 863 (1458 A. D)
and sent hisson, Prinee Ghayns-ud.-din, towards Bhilwara,
and that the Prince affor & severe action took the Fort
of EKasupdi and then returned to Mandu to join his
father, Is return home without eoncloding a triumph-
ant peace a sign of victory !

2In 8 1518 (A, D, 1461) Mahmud Khilji did
indeed go towards Kuaibhelgarh but doved not abtbeck
it. He passed on to Dungarpur, received two lakhs from
the Raja as Faujbharch and returned to Mandu.—
Ferishta, Vol, IV, page 225,

6
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Sultan Qutb-ud-din did not long survive'
this defeat. He died on 25th May A.1). 1459
and was succeeded by Dnud Shah in the
following year.

About this iime, the Hdrds of Bundi,
ABhandd and Sdndd, by a stratagem took pos-
session of Amargarh and gave some trouble
to the Rajputs of Mandalgarh, The Maba-
rana, thercfove, attacked and took Amargarh,
where a large number of the Hirds, including
Toghji, the Governor of the Fort, were killed.
The Maharans then laid siege to Bundi
Bhénd4d and Sdndd thereupon came to the
Maharana, sued for pardon and begged him
to spare Bundi. The magnanimous Maha-
rana granted their prayers, and after receiv-
ing Fawkharch and a fine, reiurned to
Chitor.*

The Doords of Sirohi had thrown off the
yoke of the Maharana and taken possession
of Abu in A.D. 1458, The Maharana

? Brigg's Ferishta, Vol. TV, page 43.

* The Kumbbalgarh Tnseription, vorse 265, states
that the Mabarana vanquished the Hirds and received
a tribute from them. Mabarana lived for 8 years
after the date of the Inscription.
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therefore scot an expedition against them,
under Narsingh Dodiyd, son of Rdo Shalji,
who subjugated them, and, under the orders
of the Maharana, constiucted a palace and a
lake at Abu,’

In 8. 1524 (A.D. 1467) reports reched € 7 2.

the Maharana that the Mussalmans had
begun to kill cows in Nagor. He therefore
started with fifty thousand horsemen tu
attack Nagor. After putting thousands of
the cnemy to the sword, he captured the
fort and earried away a number of elephants,
horses and other valuables as spoils of war.
The Governorof Nagor fled to the Court of the
Sultan of Ahmedabad, who advanced in the
direction of Sirohi with a large army, and,
after plundering that part of the country,
turned towards Kumbhalgarh. The Maha-
rana also advanced with his Rajputs and
defeated the Sultan, who turned towards
Malwa, and, through that country, returned
to bis capital.’

1 wre oy fogl ey gereweT uv ¥ g
qhtﬂfmmq:ﬁmmﬁml

Fevishia places this expedition in A.D, 1468,
63
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CHAPTER VIIL

Deara or KuMsra.

p———

Air is said that an astrologer had told Kumbhd
that Le would die by the hand of a Chdran,'
whereupon the Maharaua expelled the whole
community from Mewar and confiscated
their lands. ['rince Rdi Mal® befriended
them and waus involved in their disgrace,
He too was banished, A few days before his
death, however, the Maharana granted the
Ché4rans permision to return to Mewar.

In A.D. 1468, while Kumblia was one
day seated on the cdge of a masonry tank,
called Mamadeva, near the temple of Kum-
bhaswaini at Kumbhalgarl, which he had
built ten years before, his eldest son, Udai
Karan, stole up to him and treacherously
stabbed him to death,

The motive for this wicked deed might

1 A community whose members wiite poetry, remain
in attendance on Rajputs, and sing their glorious deeds.
* He was tho cldest son of Kumbhd by his queen
Kumbhaldevi, See Chitorgarh Inscription, v, 180,
4
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be the fear that Rai Mal wmight be restored
to favour and possibly hlock the miscreant’s
way to the throne; or, Kumbhd's enemies,
unable {0 overcome him by force, put up his
son to do the wicked deed, promising him
assistance to get ithe throne, as was done in
the case of Maharaja Ajit Singh of Marwar
in the 18th century, when his son, Abhai
Singh, was persuaded to get his father mur-
dered. Udai Karan is known in history as
“Udo the Haticiro.”

Thus, after a reign uf’ 35 years—a reign
full of glory and splendour--Kumbhd de-
parted from this world, leaving hahind him a
name  which is honoured in hisfory, and
remembered to this day as that of one of
the greatest sovereignt who ever ruled in
India. The Kumbhalgarh Inseription says
that “he was the root of the tree of righteous-
ness, home of virtue and purity, support of
wealth, birthplace of truth, abode of pro-
wess, limit ol constancy and fortitude, and
a representative of Kalpadruma (the tree in
Heaven which grants all desires), His

charities were greater than those of the

famous R4jé4 Bhoj and Karan.”
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His military achievements, of which any
sovereign might be proud, have not often been
surpassed in India. His high moral culture
prevented him from emulating the deeds of a
Timur or an Alla-ud-din Khilji and carrying
fire and sword from one end of the country
to the other. Iis genius was equal to
achieving far greator feats of military glory
than what he accomplished, but his heart,
susceptible to the finer feelings of humanity,
abhorred all unnecessary blopdshed, rin and
destruction, and he undertook only such
military operations as were absolutely neces-
sary for the protection of his country, or as
duty enjoined. Fortune constantly smiled on
him : he was ever victorous in war. Inserip-
tions found in Chitor, Kumbhalgarh, Rénpur
and Abu show that he defeated all his
enemies, reduced some to be his vassals and
incorporated portions of the territories of
others with his'own. He captured Bundi,’
Bamod4* and conquered Hardviti' He

* Ranpur Inscription : Achwological Survey of India,
Annual E‘-&Eg for lﬁﬂ'i'-DE . 214-17,

* Kumb th Iuacr:pt.tnn (unpublished) in the
Udaipur Musenm,

* Kaviraj Shyamaldas’ Fir Vinod, Also Kumbhal-
garh Inscription,
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captured and incorporated with Mewar,
Mandalgarh,' Sinhapur,' Khatoo, Juna and
Chdtaoo,”* the whole of the distriet of Toda,
wid Ajmer” He made the Sapddalaksha’®
country, including Sambhar, his tributary, and
imposed a tax on the sall’ produced there,
He imposed n tax on the “salt mines” ®at
Didwind and conquered the city of Nardina.*
He conquered Narvadiyanagar' (Narwar), Yag-
unpur (Jahazpur),’ Malpura, Yoginipur' (Ja-
war) and Dungarpuy,! drviving oul Réo Gopal.
He burnt down Vranddvatipur and took ihe
hill fort of Gargardt, now called Gangadhar
(in Jhallawar), vide the Inseription of S. 480
(A.D. 423), Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum,
Vol. I1I, p. 75. He * burnt Malldranyapur,
Siuhapuri, and Ratopur and destroyed seve-
ral kings.” He killed the enemy and took
Mandowar' (Mandor). He conquered Amra-
dédri (Amber) and won the battle of Kotrd’

1 Humbhalgarh Inscription (unpublished) in the
Udaipur Museum.
? Ranpur Inseription: Achwological Survey of India
Annual Report for 1807-8, pp. 214-156, ¥
# Chitor Tnscription, a part of which is given in
Cunningham’s A, 8, Reporls, Vol, XXIIL
67
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and took Mawdalkuwr (Mandalgarh). He
look Givipur. He conguered Sarangpur,
taking *“numberless Turk women prisoners
and humbled the pride of Muhuwmmad, its
ruler, who lud slain his mastor and become
king of the place.”™ He conguered Hamirpur
dad murried the dauglhiter of its king, Ranbir;?
capbured the hilly eonutry of Vardhwmaén'
(Badnor?) [rom the Mers; took Nmrddchal (¥)
and conquered the Junkdchal' hill from the
King of Malwa wwd huilb o forl on ity he eou-
quered and ovcupied the territory of the
Sultan of Delhi' He comquered Gokurana
Mountuin and subjugated the kingdom  of
Abw? (v. 1) and built Achalgarh!' on the top of
it (v. 12), und made the Deord chief his vassal ;°
he conyuored Gagron’ (in Kolah), Visalpur'
snd razed to the ground Dhanyanagar' and
destroyed Khandel.® He conquered the famous
fortress of Rauthamblhor.! He took away the
whole of the wealth aud kingdom of Muzaffar”
! Kumbhulgarh Tnscription (unpublished) in  the
D eopas Totiiiim 1 dosimigton ol
Annusl Roport for 19078, pp. 2615, »
3 Chitorgarh Inscription, a part of which is given iu
Cunpingham’s A8, Reporls, Vol, XXTIT,

{ Ekluign Mahntimayn,
-]
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and humbled his pride (v. 7); conquered Nagor
(Marwar)'! and plundered Jingaludesha!
(country west of Ajmer) awd incorporated
Godwar® with his dominions. He repeat-
edly deflvated the kings of Malwa and Gujrat
singly and once combined® and was called
the Hindu Suratrdn® (Sultan), and was pree
seuted the Umbrella of royalty* by the
kings ol Delhi and Gujral,' whose Lerritories
he had vonquered. He was knowu to the
world us Rajagurw,' Danaguru, Chapaguiu
(Master of Avchery), and Srilaguiu (Master
of Mountaing) and Parame Ghurw (Grent
Master).’

' Kumbhalgarh Lloseription (unpublished) in the
Udaipur Moseum, Also Chitorgarh Inseription,

*Kuviraj Shyamaldas' Fir Finod,

#Chitorgevh Inscription, a pavt of which is given in
Cunningham's A.B. Reports, Vol. XXTII, The Chitor-
garh Inseviption (verse 17 says that be burnt Gujral,
conquered the ruler of Mulwa (Mubunmad) and destroyed
his pride. Further on (verse 171) Kumbhi is styled
Agastyamuni (swallower) of the armies of the Sulisns
of Gujrat and Malwa.

4 Ranpur Inseription : Avcheological Survey of India,
Annual lgeport for 1007-8, pp. 214-15,

* Chitorgarh lnscription, v. 146, where he is ealled
%}ﬂ chief ornament of the kings of the North, East and
eat,



CHAPTER IX.

Komsua’s MosuMENTS.

KumBHa was a great conuuander and o
great king. MHe uot only greatly extended
the Dboundarics of Mewnr but immensely
strengthened its defences und adorned it with
works of arl.  Colouel Tod says: “ He -
wplhed over the ecnemies of his race, fortified
his country with strongholds, embellished it
with temples, and with the superstrueture of
her fame laid the {oundations of his own.”
“Of the 84 [ortresses for the defence of
Mewar, 32 were erccted by Kumbhd, He
fortified the passes between the Western fron-
tier of Mewar and Abu and erceted the fort of
Vaganti. He founded Vasantapu® (v. 8)
and built seven lakes near it in the vicinity of
Anhalkund of Vashishta® in Sirohi (near
Abu). He built the fort of Machan to
defend the Sherd Nulld and Devagarh against

! Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, Vol, I, p, 290,

2 Chilborgarh Kivtisthamba Luseiiplion,
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the Mers of Aravalli, He built the fort of
Kolana, near Amnba Bhawani, and the fort of
Vairat near Baduoor, and rebuilt the fort of
Ahore (in Mewar), which had been first built
by his ancestor Karan Singh, and named it
Kalash Meru. He built various other forts
to overaw: the Bhumis Bhils of Jors and
Panora, and defined the boundaries of Mewar
and Marwar,”'

FORTS.

He constructed in 1452 A.D. (S, 1509,
Magh Sudi 15th) a citadel on a peak of
Mount Abu, since well known as Achalagarh®
within the fortress of the ancient Paramir
kings of this eountry, where he often resided,

“The traveller would find the ruined
towers of Achalgarh buried in the donse
masses of cloud that surround him. The first
pol (gate) of this ancient fortress is the
Hanuman Pol, which is composed of two
noble towers built with huge blocks of granite,
black with the rude blasts of some 1,000

* Tod's Rajasthan, Vol. I, p. 290.
* Eklinga Mahatmys, 8. 64 and the Chitorgarh Ins-
cription, Plate XX1I, Cunningham's A.5.R., Vol X X111,
F!
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wintera. The towers had been connected at
1lic top by a guard room, and the gate served
ag the entrance to the lower fort, wlose
dilapidated walls are discernable up the
irregular ascent., Another portal ealled the
Champa Pol, from a noble Champa trce
close to it, which formerly denominated the
“Fate of Wisdom,” conduets to the inner
tortress. The first object that strikes the
view on passing the latter gate is the Jain
temple to Paraswanath, erected at the sole
expensc of & banker of Mindoo. Its columns
are ol the same character as those of the
ancient shrine of Ajmer.

“The upper fortress is attributed to
Kumbha, But he probably only repaired
thig, the Donjon of Achalgarh, which, with
tho interior works, is of the most remote
antiquity. Therc are the ruins of a granary,
the Bhandnr of Koombha Hana, coated within
with n very strong cement. Close on the
left is the palace of Oka Rani, his queen, so
designated from being of Oka Mandal, near
the Land’s End of the Hindns. A small
lake in the keep is called Sawan Bhadoon,

=



IMabarana -llum_h,l;a;.' |

and well merits the name of the two chief
months of the monsoon, for in the middle of
June it is yet full of water. On the most
elevated knoll to the east are the remains of
an alarm tower which still bears Kumbha's
name, From this point the eye, occasionally
piercing the swift scudding elouds, has glimp®
ses of the ruined altars and palaces of the
brave race who on the spot whence I surveyed
them, had fought and bled in their defence.™

An equestrian statue of Rana Kunbhd
with those of two other Maharanas and a
bigger oue of the Purohit or the family priest
of Kuinbha in a humble straw shed on the
descent from Achalgarh to Dilwara still
receive divine honours.

At Abu, Kumbha built the temple of
Kumbhaswdmi (which still stands) and a
large tank named Ramakund in front of it.*
He excavated four other tanks there® He
remitted the pilgrim tax levied at Abu.”

The highest monument of Kumbha's
military and constructive genius, however, i8

1 Tod's Travels in Western Rajputana,

* Kumbha's Chitorgarh Kirtistambin Inscription
{V, 12 and 13),
78
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the wonderful fortress of Kuwmbhalgarh, or
Kumnbhalmer, second to none in strategical
importance or historieal renown. It was to
this impregnable fortress that the Malmranas
of Mowar always twned their eyes, when
pduiilur hoenime nusafe and Chitor unten-
able. Tt is to Kumblnlmer that  every
Maharans from Udai Singli to Ridj Singh
senl the rvoyal houschold when the entire
might of the Mughal Empive was diveeted
to the destruction of their country, It
was tho mnbition of Akbar the Great to
take it, wheun his hosts, led by the greatesi of
his gencrals, the renowed Raja Min of
Amber and supported by the armies of the
Rathors of Marwar, the Chohans of Siroli,
Lhie Kuchliwahas of Awmber (Jaipur) aud
other Rajput Chiefs, surrounded the country
of the immortal Pratap.

The cunning of Akbar suceceded in
raising against this devoted land all its
Rajput noighbours, and the fortress fell. It
was, huwever, recovered, and the successors
ol Akbar—Jahangir with all his vain glory,

and  Muraugzeb  with all his craft  and
g
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eunning, —failed to make any impression on
this historie fortress. When Prinee Khurram,
gunobled with the title of Shal Jahan (king
of the world), with all the resources thut the
empire could command; supported by the
Emperor Jahangiv at the base of operations
(Ajmer), overran the country of Pmraﬁ!" H
noble son, Amra; or when that destroyer
of the Moghul Empire, the great Aurang-
zeb, collecting the Imperial armies from
ull parts of the Fmpirve, vainly launched
his legious against the chivalrous Rana
Raj Singhh in an attempt o deprive this
saered soil of its ancient independence :
this  stronghold, the cver memorable
Kumbbalgarh, provided shelter to those who
were dear to the uoble defenders of their
fatherland. 'This fortress, whieh has played
a part in history, seldom rivalled and never
surpassed, was the bulwark of Mewar
throughout the Mughal rule in India.

- Kumbbhalgarh and the Kirtistambha at
Chitor are the two pillars on which the fame
of Kumbha as a great commander and a
great sovereign rests. Kumbhalgarh, situat-

K]
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ed in 25° 9' N, and 73" 35' K, about 60 miles
north of Udaipur, stands on a high peak of
the most westerly range of the Aravalli hills,
on the site of an ancient stronghold, which,
according to tradition, was built by the
famous Jain King Samprati, who flourished
in the second century of the Christian era.
Kumbhd begun the construction in 8. 1500
(1448 A.D.) and it was completed in the dark
half of Chaitra S. 1515' (A.D. 1458). The
palace built by Kumbhd and rebuilt by the
present Maharana stands 3,568 feet above sea
level, and commands an extensive and fine
view of the wild und rugged scenery of the
Acravallis? and the sandy plains of Marwar,
Below this peak on every side and enclosed
within a high battlemented wall several feet
thick, the uneven ground is studded with nu-
merous old temples and reservoirs, barracks for
the garrison, grain stores and other domed
buildings. In the central open space of the
fort, on a conical hillock, stands the inmer

! Chitorgarh Inscription, Cunningham’s Archeol : 8,
Reports, Vol. XXIIT, plate 21.

The names of the several neighbouring hills are
iven in the OChitorgarh Inscription as Nila, Shwai:-l,
%&mht Himvat, Nishad, Gandhamadan,
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fort of Katavgarh., It is crowned with a
palace ealled the Jhedli-kdi-Mdlid or palace of
the Jhili queen.

Therc arc scven gates leading up to the
fort, The principal (exterior) nne, ealled the
Hanumén Pol, from the image of the God
which, with the gates, was brought by
Kumbhd from Nagor and set up there, faces
the south at the head of & voad which winds
gradually up throngh the gorge from the
town of Kailwara at its base—a place of great
historieal interest. Between Kailwara aund
the Hanumdn Pol there arc two gates, the first
being Aret Pol, or barrier thrown across the
first narvow ascent about a mile from Kail-
wara. The second is called the Hulla Pol;
the third is the Hanuman Pol, between which
and the summit there are four more gates,
viz., the Gate of Vietory, the Sanguinary
(Fate, the Gate of Rdma and the Chaugin Pol.
Colonel James Tod says: “It would be
vain to attempt describing the intricacies of
approach to this far-famed abode, whose ex-
terior is delineated by the pencil. A massive

wall, with numerous towers and pierced
i)
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battlements, having n strong resomblance to
the Kbruscun, eneloses a space of o miles
extent below, while the pinuacle or Sikra
rises like the Crown'of the Hindu Cybele, tior
ahove tier of hattlements, to the sununit,'
which is erowned with the Badal Mahal or
+Cloud Palace’ of the KHana. Thence the
eye ranges over the sandy deserts and the
chaotic mass of mountains which are on all
sides, covered with the eactus, whielh luxuri-
ates amidst the rocks of the Aravalli,”

Just inside the Hanumdn Pol on the
ridgoe below the palace is situated the Vedi, or
the place where the Yayna, in consecration of
the work, was performed by Kumbhd wlhen
the fort was completed. 14 is a beautiful
threc-storied building of great architectural
merit ; each tier i8 decorated with numerous
massive low columns, resting on a seulptured
panelled parapet and sustuining the roof of
each storey, which being very low, admits
but a broken light to break the pervading
gloom.

! Tod's Annals and Antiysities of Rajasthan (original
edition), Vol. I, page 670, _
7
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A memorable structure buill by Rana
Kumbbd in A.D. 14558 in the gorge below
the fort on the brow of the mountain over-
looking the pasy, is the Mdnsidevs Temple.
The court of the temple is formed by a
strong wall enelusing o large aven. The
interior of this wall wns covered with -
mense glabs of black msoble, on whieh was
mseribed the history of Mewar from the
Ltime ol Guhil, the founder of the royal faily,
to Rana Kumbha!' Near this temple he
built a large Kunda (reservoir of water), at
the cdge of which Kumbhn was saying his
prayers when he was treacherously stabbed
by his son, Udd, the Hatidro (parricide).
Kumbhi built the Khumbhaswami Temple in
the fort and constructed a lake by it.

TOWER OF VICTORY.

Kumbha's Jayn Stambha (Tower of Vie-
tory), also called the Kirtistambha (Tower of
Fanie) in Chitorgmh is another monument
of his genius and un ornament Lo ihat far-
famed fortress. It was erceted in A.D.

1 Thres of these slabs have sines been removed 1o the

Vietorin Hall, Udaipur,
70
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s I

1 2
1448 to commemorate his victory over Sultan

Mahmud Khilji of Malwa. And before it
was completed in 1458 A.D," Kumbha had
triumphed over thececombined armies of the
kings of Gujrat and Malwa.  Describing i,
Mr. Fergussun says: “A pillar of vietory
lik= that of Trajan ut Rone, but in infinitely
better taste as an wrchiteelural objeet than
the Roman example.”*

Colonel James Tod* thus describes it:
“The only thing in India to compare with this
is the Kootab Minar at Delhi, but though
much higher, it is of a very inferior churacter.
This column is one hundred and twenty feet iu
height; the breadth of each face ut the basc is
thirty-five feet, and at the summit, immedi-
ately under the cupola, seventeen fect und u
half. It stands on an ample terrace, forty-
two fect square. It has nine distinet storeys,
with openings at every face of each storey, and
all tliese doors have colonuaded porticos,” A

* The Chitorgarh Inseription (A, 8. R, Vel. XXIIT.,
plate £1) gives t'ﬁa date as Thursday, the Sudh 10th of
Magh, Pushiya Nalkhshtea, 8, 1605,

* History of Indian and Eastern Architecture, page
253,
¥ Avnunls and Antinuilies of Rajusthan, Vol I, page

T6L
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stair in the centre eommunientes with each
and leads to the two upper storeys, which are
opeu and more ornamental than those below,
The whole of the lower i4 govered with avchi-
tectural ornaments and senlptures to such an
extent as to leave no plain pavts, while at the
snme time this mass of decoration is kept go
subdued that it in no way interferes either
with the outline or the general effect of the
pillar.  “It is built chiefly of eompact lime-
stone and the quartz rock on which it stands,
which takes the highest polish : indeed there
are portions possessing the hardness, and ex-
hibiting the fracture, of Jasper. Tt is one
mags of seulpture; of which o better idea can-
not be conveyed than in the remark of those
who dwell about it, that it contains every
objeet known to their mythology. The ninth
khand or ‘storcy’ which, as I have stated, is
seventeen fect and a half square, has numer-
ous columns supporting a vault, in which is
seulptured Kanaya in the Rasmandala (cele-
stial sphere), surrounded by the gopis, or
muses, each holding a musical instrument,
and in a dancing attitude. Beneath this isa

richly-carved scroll fringed with the sarus,
Bl
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the phenicopteros of ornithology. Avound
this chamber had heen arranged, on black
marble' tablets, the whole genealogy of the
Ranas of Chitor ; hnt the Goths have broken
or defaced all save one slab.” *“Who eould
look,” asks Col. Tod, “‘on this lovely, this majes-
tic column, which tells in langnage more easy
of interpretation than the tablets within, of

J doeeds which should not pass away,

And names which must not wither,’

and withold a sigh for its departed glories?”

Colonel Tod farther says: “The view
from this elevated spot was superb, extend-

v A eopy of this and the Kumbhalgarh Tnscription of
Rana Kumbha was taken by a pandit on Phagun Vadi
Tth, 8. 1736 (A.D. 1679), when five tablets of this, and
one of the Kumbhalgarh Inscriptions wers in exisbence.
Unforlunately only two tablets of this former Inscription
are now to be found, but two more tablets and a frag-
ment of the third of the Eumbhalgarh Tnseription have
been recovered, The Kumbbalgarh Tnseription originally
consisted of five tablets and the Chitorgarh of seven ov
more. The Chitorgarh Inseription states that it was
completed on Monday the Margshir Vadi Gth, 8, 1517
and Saka year 1382 (A.D. 1460). The author of the
Tuoscription was & Brahman named Ated, who was well
v in Logic, Vedants, Veda, Mimansa and Sahitya,
He was the son of Keshava, called Jhoting, and grandson
of {Narahari and great grandson of Somanath of the
Bhragu family.

82



Mabarana Kumbba.

ing far into the plains of Malwa. The
lightning struck and injured the dome' some
years ago, but generally there is no sem-
blance of decay, thougl? some shoots of
peepul have rooted themselves where the
bolt of Indra fell. It is said to have cost
ninety lakhs of rupees, or near a millifn
sterling, and this is only one of the many
magnificent works of Rana Kuwnbla within
Chitor, the temples to Krishna, the lake
called Cooram Sugar, the temple” and foun-
tain to Kookereoo (Kukreshwar), Mahadeva
having been erected by him.”

Kumbha strengthened the defences of
Chitor® and buill seven of its gates—the
Réampol, after Rdma the great hero of the
solar dynasly ; the Hanuménpol, called after
Lhe temple of ihis god; the Bhairavapol,

' The old injured dume was vemoved and Lhe
resent bulbous dome constructed by Maharvana Swarup
gingh after AL, 1839,

2 This temple was oviginally built by Raja Kuk-
reshwar, who excavabed the fountain in A.D, 755 (Magh
Sud 5th 8. 811 (Thursdsy),—Archmological Survey
Report, Vol. XXTII, p. 113

% The Chitorgarh Kirtistambha Inscription, verse
43, Verse 183 says that in Kartik 8. 1507 (A.D. 1450)
Kumbha built & new baslion with babllements,
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since called afier Bhairavadds Solinklu, who
fought bravely and was killed at thal spot in
the battle against Baliadur Shal of Gujrat
in A.D. 1534-35% and Lakshmipol, Cha-
mundipol, Tdrdpol and Réjpol! Kumbha
built at Chitor the magnificent temple of
EKambhaswami, *“which was liko the erown of
the world”  This temple stands to the south
of the Budd Malial and isx menlioned as the
temple of Govind Shyam by Abul Fazal iu
his Akbumama. It was buill' by Kuw-
bhia in S, 1505 (A.D. [1448). By its side
Maharans Kumbha built the temple of Adi
Varuha, which is now wrongly called Miran-
bev's temple. He also built a Rama Kund'
at Chitor. Midway belween the Nava
Lakhd Hhandar and the Nave Kothd, built
by the imposter Banbirin A.1), 1537, and near
the Tower of Victory stands the * graceful

L The lnst four pols wee now known as Lakshmaenapol,
Jorldpol, Ganeshapol and Padalpol.

* Commentary on @ite Govind, Shloka 63.

¥ According to Tod, this temple was constructed
from wrecks of more ancient shrines brooght from the
ruins of o city of romote antiquily called Nagari, six
iles north of Chitor.

4 The well-known lake Hame Hund ab Jawar
(Mewar) was built in 1497 A.D. by Kumbha's daughter,
Ramibai, who had been mavicd to Raja Mandalik of
Girnar,

54
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and richly-carved”' building called the
Singear Chauri ov Vedd, built hy Bhandari
Bela, son of Sdah Kold, Treasurer to Malu-
rans Kumblha in 8. 1506%A. 1D, 1448-49).

Rana Kumbha built the present road?
up the hill by whicl. carriages cun go up_to
the fort. Before his time there was only a
foot-paih.

TEMPLES.

Though the temple of Kumbha Shyam
at Chitorgarh s a noteworthy oue, yet of
all the temples crected or resuseitated in
his time, the temple of Ranpur is the most
important. 1t was erected in the Sadri Pass
leading from the westorn descent of the
highlands of Mewar, and is dodicated to
Rishabuath or Rishabdeva, the first of the
Jaina Tirthankaras. It is situated in a spot
evidently selected for its natural beauties,
Its foundations were laid in A.ID. 1438 by
the Rana’s favowrite architect, Dharnak.’
It consists of three stories and iz supported

v Apchwol, 5, Reports, Vol, XXI1I, p. 118,
* The Chitorgarh Kirtistamble Inseriplion,
1 Archeological Survey of India : Annual Repuorl fur
1907-8, p. 217,
8i
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by numerous columns of granite upwards of
forty feet in height. The interior is inlaid with
mosaies of cornelian and agate. * It is one of
the laxgest cdifices dkisting, and cost upwards
of a million sterling, towards which Kumbha
contributed eighty thousand pounds.”

My, Fergusson says that Maharana Kum-
bha, “during his long aund prosperous reign
filled his country with beautiful buildings, both
civil and ecclesiastical. Amongst others he
built this temple of Sadri, situated in o lonely
and deserted glen, running into the western
slope of the Aravalli, below his favourite fort
of Kumnbhalgarh. Notwithstanding long neg-
lect, it is still nearly perfect, and is the most
complicated and extensive Jaina temple 1 have
myself ever had an opportunily of inspecting.”

“From the plan (woodeut No. 138) it
would be perccived that il is neamly a
square, 200 ft. by 225 [t exclusive of the
projections on each face. In the centro
stands the great shrine, not, lhowever,
occupied, as usual, by one cell, but by four;
or rather four great niches, in cach of which

1 Tod's Rajusthan, Vol. I, p, 289,
86,
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ix placed n statue of Adinatha, or Rishabdeva,
the first and greatest of the Jaina saints.
Above this are four other niches, similarly
oceupied, opening on the terraced voofs of
the building. Near the four angles of fhe
court are four smaller shrines, and around
them, or on each side of them, are 20 dorpes
supported by about 420 columns; 4 of these
domes—the central ones of each group—mwre
3 storeys in height, and tower over the
others; and one—that facing the principal
entrance—is supported by the very unusval
number of 16 columns, and is 36 ft. in
dinmeter, the others being only 24 ft. Light
is admitted to the building by four uncovered
courts, and the whole is surrounded by o
range of cells, many of them now unoccupied,
each of which has a pyramidal roof of its
own. The internal effect of this forest of
columns may be gathered from the view
(woodeut 143) taken across onc of its courts;
but it is impossible that any view can
reproduce the endless variety of perspective
and the play of light and shade which results
from the disposition of the pillars and of the

domes, and from the mode in which the
87
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light is introduced. A wonderful effect also
rexults from the number of eelly, most of
them econtaining images of Tirthankars,
which everywhere jpeot the view, Resides
the twelve in the eantral Sikhars, there are
cighty-six cells of vory varied form and size
surrotnding the interior, and all their facndes
more or less adorned with seulpture.............
Indeed, I know of no other building in India
of the same class that leaves sq pleasing an
impression or affords so many hints for the
graceful armangement of columns in an
interior.

“ Besides its merits of design, its dimensions
are by no means fo be despised ; it covers
altogether about 48,000 square ft., or nearly
us mueh as one of our ordinmy Mediwval
Cathedrals; and, taking the basement into
acecount, is nearly of equal bulk; while in
amount of labour and of seulptural decorations
it far surpasses any,”'

Maharana Kumbha renovated the famous
temple of Eklingaji in Mewar and constructed
T History of Indian and Eastern Architeclurs,

pp. 241-244,
ig
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the magnificent Kumblha Mandapa in front of
the panctum sanctorum. He built the
surrounding wall and presented the temple
with its gold flagstaft and, kalas.

He bestowed on the temple four villages,
named Nagda, Kathdawan, Amalkhera and
Bhiman (Bhuvana).

Eklingji is the Cathedral town of
Mewar, and the Rana, like the ancient
Buddhist king of Gandh#ra, is the Defender
of the Taith and the Head of the Chureh.
It is situated in a defile about 14 miles north
of Udaipur.  The road, which has recently
been improved, passes over undnlating hills,
purticularly along a valley and over a gorge
about two-thirds of the way, beyond which
it is ore level and surrounded by a number
of small lakes which beautify the country,
The temple is dedicated to Mahddeva or
Ishvara. A four-faced image was placed in
the temple in Sambat 1545 (A.DD, 1488).
Nandi (bull), the steed of god, is here
represented by a life-size brazen statue,

Early in the 8th century the sage
0
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Hadrita conferred on Buppd Réwal the title
of Regent of Eklingji, and to this day the
Mauharanas of Mewar, as Diwdns or Regents
of Siva, supersede the high priest in his
duties and themselves perform the ceremonies
when they visit the femple.

"Barly in the fifteenth century Maharana
Mokal rebuilt the edifiee which the
Muhammadans had destroyed. The temple is
of unusual design, having u double-storied
porch and a double-storied sanctuary, the
former covered by a flat pyramidal roof
composed of many hundred circular knobs,
the latter roofed by a lofty tower of more
than ordinary elaboration.

The town of Eklingji is separated from
Nagda by a lake, which is one of the inany
artificial waters that beautify the Udaipur
valley, and its bund or dam was built by
Bhogaditya five generations bofore Bappa,
und has since heen frequently repaired, It is
shut in by wooded hills and on its western
margin are two interesting temples, both
ranking high as specimens of ancient Hindu
architecture,



.......

CHAPTER X,

2 )
KusMnua As A SCHOLAR.

S

Grear ns Kumbhd was as a sovereign~and
a comnmander, he was equally great as a scho-
lar and o poet. The Kumbhalgarh Inseription
says that it was as ensy for him lo write
poelry as it was to go to battle. It is mur-
vollous how, while constantly engaged in
warfare, defending lis cwpire against his
foes, conquering new Lorribories and adding
them to Mewar, building forts, strengthen-
ing the defenees of the country, einbellishing
it with works of art, continnally moving from
one part of the country to another, the
Maharana eould find opportunities to develop
his literary ubilities and time to write
poetry, compose dranas, annotate old poems
and write treatises ou the Science of Music.

He was an accomplished musician and
possessed a knowledge of the science, un-
equalled in his time. He was regarded as the

highest authority on music; and because of
9
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this, the title of dbnava Bharatdehdryc
(new Bharatdchdrya), as distinguished from
the old Bharatdchérya, the authority on
Ndtya Shastra in “ancient India, was con-
ferred on him,

~His works on music, Sangitardja,' Sangita
Mimdnsd' and Rasite Priyd (commentary
on the celebrated lyric Giita Govinda)® and
his commentary on Sangita Ratnokar ave
evidence of his mastery of the seience,

Other works known to huve been writton
by him are four dramas and o comcnlary
on Chands Shataka.* The important contem-
porary work, HEhklinga Mahdimya, shows
that Rann Kumbhi knew the Vedas® and
was well versed in the Smrities (law),

1 Chitorgarh Inscription, Sce also Catulogue of Mas.
existing in the Central Provinees by F. Keilhorn,
Nagpur, 1874 A.D,

2 Chitorgarh Kirthistamblia Inseription,

8 The Chitorgarh Inscription says that in his four
dramgs he mnde usze of Kerndtali, Medapiti and
Mahdrdshtei languages, and adds that in Ndtake
grlny par excellence) Prakavana (play that takes a less

evated range than Nataka) Fithi (one act play performed
by one or two actors) Nadikd (a play in 4 acts), Bhdn
(monologue in one act), Prahasana (farcical or comical
satire in one act), Bupaks (drama generally) he was a
new Bharata,
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Mimdnsd (philosophy), Natye Shastra (dra-
matic writings.) Rajuniti (polity), Ganite
(inathemutics):  Vyakarana  (grammar),
Upnishads and Tarka o(logic) He know
the Karndtaki, the Mahardshtri and other
languages, The commentary on Gita Go-
vinda, named Rasika Priyd and the last part
of Eklingae Mahdtmya, which was written
by EKumbhd himsclf, show that he was a
great Sanskrit scholar, and that he wrote
good puetry with as much ease as prose. The
former work contains guotations from nume-
rous Sanskrit works and shows that Kumbha
was o wan of extensive reading, The last
part of Eklings Mahdtmye is a lyric, and its
pootry isx sweel and muvsical, and [ull of
grace and beauly. The Bklinga Mahdtmya
(sloka 74) mentions four dramas' written by
him. This would show that he was a scholar
of Prdkrita, like the famous Chohan
Emperor Visaladeva; but, as none of his
plays has so far been discovered, it 1s neither
possible to speak of his proficiency in the
Prdkrite nor to assign him a place due to
him amongst the dramatists of India.

! Chitorgarh Kirtisfambha Inscription,
o3
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Himself a great scholar, Runn Kumbha
ulways valued men of learning, und showed
them respeet and appreciation. He look
great interest in avehitecture, as is clear from
the magnificent buildings and works of ort
constructed during his time in Mewar- at
Chkitor, Alm, Kunblalgarh, Rénpur and
obber plaees. A nmnber of hooks on this
noble art were written under his auspices,
some of which Dbave come to light.  The
following cight books on arelileeture aud
seulpture wore written by Rann Kuinbha's
arehitoet Mandan (see Abfrecht’s Catalogue
Catalogorumi, part 1, pp. 730-T.)

() FaarafdwaTw | (1) AHATA |

R) wTETZHE | (¢) arqgure |
(8) TTSAHH | (®) aTgETT |
(8 wuwea | (=) "UTEATT |

Three other works, ggrTyTTwl, F@fafy,
g ifawr, by Mandan's son, Govind, and

argdsTy, by Mandan’s brother, N&ths,
are in existence at Udaipur and were seen
with Champélul, a descendant of Mandan, h}r

Prof. S. R. Bhandarkar, as mﬂnt.:ouqd by
04
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lhim in his ¢ Report of u sccond tour in search
of Sanskrit manuseripts in Rajputana and
Central Tndia in 1904-6 A.D.”

Raun Kumbhid had a work on the subject
of Kirtistambhe (Tower of Fame), written
by one of his architeets, and had it engraved
on stone tablets. A part of the first tablet,
found at Chitor and sivee deposited in the
Udaipur Musewn, says that the work was
written wmnder the orders of Mahavana
Kumbh,
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