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FOREWORD

Bamboo iz one of the most luxuri-
ant and decorative of nature’s gifts to
man. Somewhat like the cocoanut
palm, it gerves a variety of purposes.
It adds beauty, lends coolness and
shade to the grounds. Its shoots are
eaten as delicacy, and used in medicine
for their healing properties. As a whole
it is wsed for a large variety of things
from thatching a roof and covering the
floor, to fashionable hand-bags, bowls
and mugs and even furniture. In fact,
its uses are infinite and at a pinch a
whole household it seems can be fitted
up by bamboo. Shri Maharathi has in
this very valuable book not only des-
eribed but illustrated elaborately vet
lucidly through diagrams, the many
uses to which this single tree can be
put,

This book however is much more
than a catalogue or ennumeration of
items, He gives its very interesting
historical background, especially its
being closely woven in with Buddhism,
its growth and with its wider ramifica-
tions, information which perhaps
comes to many for the first time. This
however reassures us that bamboo has



[,

been an honoured tree in this country
before the sophisticated Japanese
bamboos got introduced to us from
that far off land. In fact, bamboo
chips like pith have long been in use
for decoration and prove in effect that
they have almost the same delicacy
and texture of the ivory at a glance.
Shri Maharathi places us under a
deep debt of gratitude for his excellent
treatise on the bamboo and its uses,
especially his practical hints to enable
whoever is interested and has the apti-
tude, to make many useful items. In
highlighting the bamboo, he has done
a distinctive service mot only in popu-
larising this multipurpose plant, but
also in restoring to it its natural place
of dignity and status of respect. I
wonld commend this book for transla-
tion into as many languages as possible
to provide a fine handbook on bamboo.
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OPINION

| have known Sri Maharathi and his work as an artist, designor,
decorator, and craftsman since I first came in contact with him in 1952
when I was Governor in Bihar (1952-57). He is a rare type. His love of art
is something enviable. But 1 did not suspect that be would develop into a
good author on a subject which was not directly his own.

He turned to full wse his visit to Japan and applied himself to
bamboo-craft like a devoted student. This book seems to be the fruit of

his deep and single-minded study of the craft in Japan and his subsequent
experiments in India.

The book bids to be a complete Text-Book on the subject both on
the theoretical and practical side and also on the culture of this kingly
grass of our rich forests, [ hope that it would prove useful to every one
who is interested in ths development of the craft and that a full translation

or an abridged version of it would soon appear o the different languages
of India.

R. R. DiIwAakKAR
Chafrman

Gandhi National Memorial Fund
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