

































































































































































VEDANTA DICTIONARY

we were not unconscious during
that period of deep sleep is that
we do remember our enjoyment
of the sleep and are not simply
inferring that because we [eel
well on waking we must there-
fore have enjoyed the sleep.
Even so, it could be argued
that consciousness is in the
world, but for another fact—
that objects do not create con-
sciousness, but consciousness
does create objects. There are
millions upon millions of ob-
jects in the world which would
never have been there but for
the fact of consciousness. Still,
it will be said, consciousness
does not absclutely create—it
does not create the substance of
things but only as it were molds
‘lne torms. But wiit, and con-
sider. The human body is due
to human consciousness. It has
been moulded indirectly on ac-
count of the desires in that con-
sciousness. The same applies to
animal bodies and plant forms.
But all these use unconscious
matter as their building or plas-
tic material, and that is dead—
the non-Vedintist now affirms.
Not so, replies the Vedantist.

46

But look—what could be more
dead and unconscious than iron?
That is pure assumption. Let us
regard the fact that the iron
quite definitely objects to being
turned into something else by
anything outside itself. It is as-
serting its personality and main-
taining its own state of being,
just as human beings are. II
its desire is to continue without
change, or with the minimum
of change, and not to meddle
with others or to be meddled
with by them, that is its affair,
and no pround for us to accuse
it of being dead matter. It is
live matter, as matter, not some-
thing merely negative. So the
Vedantist will not admit the
absence of consciousness even in
‘tne mimerdy. Al s ifte, Heman.
All is Brahman, who is being
and consciousness and bliss.
So what we see around us is
an immense interplay of living
beings (jivas), who are shares
(anshas), not separated pieces,
of Brahman, the one conscious-
ness, to which there is no sec-
ond. For authority on this point,
accepted by the Vedintist be-
cause it appeals to his reason,










































VEDANTA DICTIONARY

telligible world), and as every
new discovery more and more
reveals this fact, they feel a glad-
ness and a gratitude to the na-
ture of being in which they find
themselves. "Would it not be
dreadful if this were suddenly
to become chaos instead of cos
mos? Nothing could be planned,
predicted or trusted, and we
would soon be raving mania-
cally, like the world itself"

Devotion, Verses for
Many are the verses for medi-
tation used to bring the emo-

loves the lotus-bed, the Cha-
taka bird the dark (water-
laden) cloud, the Koka bird
the sun every day, and the
chakora bird the moon—even
50, O Lord of beings, my mind
desires your lotus-feet, which,
sought through the path of
knowledge, bestow the happi-
ness of salvation,

As its own seeds reproduce the
Ankola tree, as a needle is
drawn to the magnet, as a
pood wife remains with her

own husband, as a creeper
clings to the tree, as the river
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