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PREFACE

The museum authorities are grateful to Dr. Humayun Kabir
and the Ministry of Scientific Research & Cultural Aflairs, Govern-
ment of India, for having given financial assistance for the publication
of this illustrated album of Terra-cotta Figurines of Patna Museum.

Terra-cottas are gencrally known under that name which implies
that they are made of baked clay. Under this name have been found
different shapes including rough cones and star shapes and also
delicate figurines finished in every detail of costume and countenance,
Amongst these are certain statuettes of female figures, vase shapes with
human features i.e, with face and arms and also figurines ol animals.
Besides them, we find figures, such as having pinched face, the pellets
affixed to indicate the eyes or ornaments, the ringlets incised with a
reed and employed for similar purposes, the conical shapes ending in
points or with a flat end and shallow depression indicating the arms,

There are no inscriptions which would give any information about
the ideas associated with them and the use to which they were put.
That some of the small pieces were used as toys may be taken for
granted. But it is not suggested anywhere that all of them were solely
made for this purpose. The potter following his traditional craft makes
the ligure and sells it; and it rests with the buyer to give it 1o his child or
to offer it at a shrine,

Terra-cotta figurines, human or animal of’ this ageless type, have
been found from various sites aned are represented at the Patna
Musewm.

The material of the terra-cottas is clay carefilly washed and with
an admixture of mica as the main gritty material to prevent cracking
during firing. The majority of terra-coitas are baked to various shades
of ochre and red, the shade depending on the chemical components in
the material and also on the heat and the process of firing. In order 1o
intensify the appearance of the terra-cotta, a slip rich in iron oxide is
applied to the red ware, while fats or other substances are applied to
the grey-black ware which produce a rich black surface.

Mathura, almost exclusively up to the Sunga period and fre-
quently also right into the Saka period, burnt the terra-cottas grey-



black and gave them a black slip which, however, casily comes off. In
all the other cities, the majority of the terra-cottas are of various shades
of red, with red slip. Light grey terra-cotta objects, however, have been
found also at Patna and Kausambi, and as is apparent from their style,
these belong to the Maurya and Sunga phases, Objects of the same age
burnt to a rich black colour, come from Patna and Basarh. Dark grey
terra-cottas occur sporadically at Buxar, Paina ete.

In this album, we have fiftcen figurines from Bulandibagh
(Patna), six from Kumrahar (Patna), twenty from Patna, nincteen
from Buxar, two from Vaifali, three from Belwa, one from Chausa,
four from Kausambi and nine lrom Mathura,

The excavations carried out at Bulandibagh and Kumrahar in
1912-16 and 1922-28, and the diggings at Patna in 1935-36 by the
Public Health Depariment of the Government of Bihar for a drainage
scheme, have vielded many terra-cotta figurines, which furnish a very
important contribution to this form of art, in vogue in ancient India.
On the other side of the Ganga, the site of the Lichhchavi capital,
Vaigali, has been identified with the modern Basarh in the Muzaffarpur
district, and excavations carried out there by Dr. Bloch in 1903 and by
Dr. Spooner in 1912, yielded a large number of terra-cottas, inscribed
seals and pieces of pottery, The excavations carried out at Buxar in
1925 and 1927 yielded some beautiful terra-cotta figurines. These
examples are particularly interesting as displaying a vast variety ol *
fashion in feminine head-dress. Besides the above examples unearthed
at Bulandibagh, Kumrahar, Paina, Vaiali and Buxar, the Museum
also possesses interesting figurines from Belwa (district Saran), Bodh-
Gaya, Mohenjodaro, Taxila, Mathura, Kausambi, Banaras, Kasi
(district Gorakhpur), etc. They all form art evidence of a very
important character,

Patna Muscum, Patna S A. SHERE
The 23rd March, 1961



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

BULANDIBAGH :

A-Arch. 4177 Fenmle fumrine standing with right arm radsed. The apen
eyes und long face with animated feature ave delicately modelled, Conspicis
als are the exeeedingly high lorehead and head, suemounted iy o fead-
gent. The right ear carries an ear-plog, the left n round plague 1o the side of
the long neck. The hreasts are covered hy a cloth wrapped ound. The
skirt forms dn dmiportant part of the costume, 11 bulges below the hips with
two lateral hoops, Tn the middle, o separately affived apron-like ahjert
venches the knee. At the back the headsgear is hold by a flat deviee not
unitke o serpent-hood. The figure stands on a thin square phimh
Height : 1077, Maurya.

2.Arch. 4178 Head of lemale figurine, The hair is moarked on the high
furehead coming forth from underneath the rim of the head-gear. The
eirs are drawn our loterally into flat dises, Only the right part ala Howered
torque i preserved nndeeneath the long neck, AL the back, flat pleces of
eloth hang down and uee affixed i the contre. Bufl terra-corta witl pmnkish
white alip, Height : 4737 Maurya.

3-Arch, 4179 Upper part of figurine, with o mounded face, voningd ear-
plagues and double torque. The lateral plagues of the heal-diess are st
close 1o the head and tube-like sireaners hamg i loops fiom the heodgear
anel along the arms. A cloth covers the bust like o bodice. Fine light reed and
wrey terra=corn with i, Height : 477, Muurya-Sunga.

4-Arch. 41B1 Standing figurine with stretched legs held slightly apare.
o i slanting ground above i square pedestal. The head-gear is broken nway,
anly the bands around the ﬁm:‘.u-:trrnrr preserved, The wpper part of the
hody i bare, Rownd the waist a skirt is tied. Th= skirt clings to thee leli thigth
and Autters away above the knee, giving to the whole ol this upper skirt it
wide Furve, The underskirt reaches the right ankle and clings 0 the right
lew, The buody is slendet, Tins full and deep seared wrll modelled eass and
ample hips. Plain large car-plague on left, Height : 817 Maurya

S-Arch, 8508 Fignrme with a roonid face. The hesd-dress consises ol o
ince ol cloth with i ronngd vin agaiost the bigh forehead and supporied
s a frame-work. The liose part of the cloth extends with deep folds amund

hevitd the frame and wwards the Back, The Autteving skirt s shiwn on

cither side; ‘The lower part of the skirtclines to the body and i tncked ona
triangular picce At the waist. Helghe 937, Maarya.

6-Arch. 4183 Bust of figurine witl i round [nce, head-dress vonsisting of
a picee of cloth held with 3 ring above the forchend and stretched avor o
semiscireulor feamework. Two lateral dises and twe round ear-plagies
completely cover the ears. Helght: 347 A TR

7-Arch, 8510 Soanding Ilgurhw with detiiled modelling. The twll figuring
is shown with movement, The right-arm is raised fo the side with the palm
upwatds and holding a drum-shaped ohject, the left arm i lowered 1o the
other side and with an ohject in the hand, vaised in front of the chest. Only
one heavy ring is wround each arm, Separately alfixed are also the wrque,
the hip-belt o head-strings ete. The skirt clings closely 1o the legs, Thelir
appears parted in the middle and leaves the over high foreliead unvovered
it the anddie in o rapezoidal shape. Hlefghe: 107, Afwrva-ear e Singa,



8-Arch. 4420 —Head, delicately modelled and with an elaborare head-
dress, The hair is arvanged in sigeag aguinst the forehead, trapezoidal
shape. The ribbon & omamented with vajea-like devices. Each flar and
ornamental ribbon runs along on a round pad underlving i, Height - 2}°,
Maurya-Sunga,

9-Arch. 4200 Plaque of standing figure. The surface of the appurel,
however, s made rough by lines impressed an the pancls ol the skirt and the
breastscloth. The face of the figure does not look outwared but has an ahsorbed
and nward appearance. Height: 57, Sunga.

 10-Arch. 4226 -Head of a smiling boy, with two cornered  head-dress.,
covered hy a cloth fastened at the back, Two ends of the eluth or sibbons
are affixed to the back, The hem of the clath shows its wavy edge around the
hack of the head. Height : 417, Maurva.

11-Arch. 4229 Torso of bulky male figure modelled in the round, sex
exposedd, heavy ormaments affixed, very fine pale buff terra-cotta, very light
traces of glazed black slip. Heighr @ 3§°, Maurya,

12-Arch. 4275 Horse, head modelled, hoir and wappings incised with
ringlets or strokes and: partly affixed. A hole in muzzle and in each foor
Height: 7

7 Maurya-Sungn.
13-Arch. 294 Plaque, torso with ‘Hellenistic' influence. Right arm
akimbo, left pendant, holds a fly whisk (), Elegantly draped. Folds eic.,
delicately modelled, disped scarl acros right arm hield by hand oeioss
chest. Height : 31", Kushana,

14-Arch. 'ﬂgﬁ—maqut. tors of o corpulent male, hare upper body. The
loin clonh reaches o the knees and i riehly lded and dr.:pt'd. Irip'[r.- cliaim
around hips. Omament pendant o end of in cloth, Height: 417,
Kushana.

15-Arch. 8557 Pigeon figurine, well modolled, with head wpturned, holes
for legs to be inseried separately. Heighi : 217, Gapua,

KRUMRAHAR -

L-Arch. 4330 — Hrad with long neck, Aat expanse of fwee with pointed cliin
and high forchead. Short straight nose modelled and alse the ligm, thie
lower being very full. Wide open eyes; circlers for pupils and eyvebrows with
arch incised. Hair separarely affixed, dressee in three strands, partls rovers

farehead. Height: 47, Maurva-Sunea,

2-Arch. 4369 Stunding female figure with bunched coiffure and some
device inits eenitre; crescent mark on foretiead, veil on left rght aom raised,
lelt pendant, thin head-girdle across hips (mekhald), the garment s visible
only by the line incised at the waist and another on the thighs simple head-
necklace. Height : 3]". Kushana.

3-Arch. 4370 —Recrangular mould of female fgure in tribhangs attitude
with right haned raised in abhayamudrd, left pendant, loin cloth marked by
parallel double lines. Height: 31, Kushana.

4-Arch. 4381 Dohada in frant of Asoka (?) tree: left hand holds a Rower
in shoulder height, right arm lowered. Right leg steaight and lefv e,
Plague perforated on left proper, Heighr: 3%, Gupa,



5-Arch. 4410—Toy (rattle 2} in the shape of a bird in three dimensions,
hollow, two holes on either side of body, Grooves impressed im lewely el
tail; pinched face with eyes holed. Height : 207 Kushana,

6-Arch. 4419 Kumrahar plaque. Round plague. The back his in the
cenire a flat hook (for passing a cord through it). Two treegulay shapes
raised near the edge, like small legs on the convex and woughly finished
surfice,

"The obverse shows, in the cemre, a fivesstoreyed rectilinear temple crowied
by a stitpa, complete with chlatmvali, Hiseribed, Measueess : 40,7« 337,

PATNA:

1-Arch. 8722 Figurine with a serpent head, no navel marked. Verteal
lines extend from breasts to legs: Diagonal lines, cirelets, strokes in peviect
preservation, Height : 4]7. Kushana,

2.Avch. 7507 Torso. Circlets and  herring-bone pattern on abdomen.
Height: 44" Rushans,

3-Arch. 6067 —Standing female figure modelied in the round: the following
are alfixed ¢ eloth kaid wolold. apronwise around thighs to which it elings
while it leaves them bare at the back, in the middle. Ends of cloth veaches
on back of legs to ankle length. Above this is laid a skirt, sepatately modelled
and clinging to the body on the hack, Back covered by cloth, Chest bare,
Flat head-tlress affixed with double rim against fure-head, hanging at back,
eovering shoulders. Heighes "9, Minrya.

4-Arch. 9473— Tarso of female figure, steatopygous, forcelully modelled,
elabarate jewellery affixed. Diagonally Huted beads, plain heads and reels
and tassels pass over the left thigh. Height: G]7 Mawrya,

5.Arch. 9307— Tarso of figurine with skitt arranged. Flat heeast-chnin
aflixed hetween breasts, torgue and waist girdle, The festoons are attielied
in the centre to the waist-helt, Height @ 77, Manrva.

6-Arch. 9455 Bust with twu heavy tresses impressed with pladting pattern
affixed on back and pendant in continuation of Battened horm-like widening
ol the head. Omaments are of a simpler type. High seated hressts. Heighit :
317, Sungn,

7. Arch. 6070 Bust of figurine, Tresses afixed on back and helid togethies
by a hand. Ear-plague on tight. Twisted torgue with i bong central piece,
Height: 4}°. Sunga.

8-Arch. 9471 - Head with full cheeks, snub nose and gross siufe. Hor
comhed into forehead: kiteral dises on cones converted inm florwers. Hieight ¢
31°. Sungn,

9 Arch. 9557 Bust of female fiure. Hair indicated hetween double bt -
chains. Plague proserved nn right proper of lead. Flat large car-plagues,
Plain torque, flat pastilahaped breasts affixed. hand passing helow hreasts,
plaques for wristlet. Height: 417 Sunga.

10-Arch. 7996 Paque of female figure with cloth round head, ending in a
point. Bunched skirt arrangement, thin folds mark alss on the chadar tizhtly
enveloping shoulders, breast and arng; vight ann pendant along hoop of
garment, left arm holds a small object under hreast, several neck-chains,



round plagues for wristlers, head-chain nndemeath veil on head. Hiight :
517, Bushima,

1l-Arch. 6782 Plague of female figure. Bulf terrs-cotta. Heighi - i1 58
Kushana,

12-Arch. 9408 Plaque of female figure. Height - 417, Sunga.

13-Arch. 8689 Figurine of man, modelléd in the round, seated. The lelt
leg bent, rests on the ground, in front of body, the right leg is hent 1w thie
left, The nude hody has 4 heavy double bead-chain on hips in front and
separately affixed as a plain hand on the back. The enr-rings wete pendunt,
Sex shown. Legs massive, body hollow. Height : 477 Maurva-Sunga.

14-Arch. 9271 Squatting figure in the round with a hollow vase shape for
the hody and with & modelled face. Arms and torque ave affised asflat bands,
Heavy ear-rings, small cone on right of head; heavy knot on left of forehead.
Height: 51", Late Sunga.

15-Arch. 9586 Plagur ol standing male figure with a female figure {the
fatter with sex expose.) Five petalled rlnqur:s in centre of hoad-drss of
the womin; the man wears a searf across chest, Hewght 0 4%, Late Sungi.

16-Arch. 8570  Round plague with Surya standing in chariot drawn Iy
four horses. He wears a cont of mail and a gquiver and shoots an arrew rou
a bow. The charioteer on his right holds with the left band the reins of the
four horses and ‘with the right a long staff; a hird is perched behind the
charot. A hole 1o left of Surya’s head-dress. Diametey - 317, Marva-Suma,

17-Arch. 8855 Fragment of hend and sweek of elephant with oval eyes and
a circle impressed inside the oval eves; cars and trappings partly affixed,
Rug on back with continunus pattern of devices, Size - 74" Maurva.

18-Arch. 9093 - Compleie figure of horse, with cones Jar Tegs, neck and
mane in one, hlunt muezle, slightly upturned, with hole aeross. lnes il
civelets; eyes, ete,, impressed on upper surlvee of body, Siwe: o H".
Manrva-Sunga.

19-Arch. 9509 Head of eriffin naturalistically modelled 1 the round.
Heizhi: 115, Mawiva.,

20-Arch. 9250 Head of 4 oy with round rimimed hat. Hallow. Hegha
23% Ve Kushana.

BUNAR -

1-Arch, 6303 — Female figurine seated on o stool with two fattened lews,
Child in left arm; left arm and leg of child un hreast of mother, right arm
and leg on her back. Figure of child separately modelled and affixed. The
mather has high ears. Pinched and slightly modelled nose, a slit for the
mouth.  Flat  head, oup-shaped  ecar-rings  with petal-like  incisions.
Height : 517, Pre-Maurya, Maurya,

2-Arch. 6300 Female figurine seated with a fringed and omamented cloth
over a broad and bulging frame-work reaching 1o the ryis.  The head-dress
in this is affixed to a specially adjusted shape of the head, Enormous lowaped
pradds with hroad rings and other ormamens affixed. Height : 617, Muurya,



3.Arch. 6607 —Head, with very large Nowered car-plaques; the left cone
streaked, the right plain and partly covered and heset with raised dots
{head-strings 7). Height: 3. Manurvi.

4-Arch. 6606 —Head, with a long lace, cones civered with star devices in
the suriped cloth, held by hanids along the inner edge; faint Impression,
Height @ 3% Maurya,

5-Arch. 6299  Head, Circular ear-pligues averlaid v foliagelike devices,
head-chains around forchead. Heighe: 227, Maurya.

6-Arch. 6292 Bust. Broad band. Height: 37, Mauryi,

7-Arch, 6297 — Biist, with rectangular flattened op of head. Soinll wheel
ear-rings. Height: 3% Maurya.

B-Arch. 6599 — Bust. Elliptical ear coverings, torque with peadant hetween
breasts, red terrascottn with red slip. Hrighr: %57, Murya.

9.Arch. 6517 Bust, with round ear-plagues, with dots, hroad torque,
right arm extended with double band or ring affixed around it. Heavy
toraiie with leaf patiern impressed tigzag: cup-shaped ear-rings. Height:

3. Maurya,

10-Arch. 6584 Head, with three rfings in each ar, Slits on helmet sl
an hand below which encircles the head, and also on the contral knot, eir-

vings and orque. Height; 31°. Maurya.

[1-Arch. 6311 Head, with a diagonal leal pattern impressed on hand anil
top knot, Height : 287, Mauryva

12-Arch. 6695  Head, with a flay and broad top and o beavy knot an the
right with @ projeeting top knot, Longish faee, Heighe: 217 Maurva,

13-Arch. 6310 Pust with a Har and dome-shaped head-dress with Tong
laternl pieces (hair) ? covenng the ears and reaching shoulders. A thick and
E:.mj.rmim; bl renchies low ot the furehead, the knot above is lyrken,
road neck, nipples affixed w fat chest, right arm laterally extended down-

wardds, Height: 470 Maurya,

14-Arch. 6605 Head, with yet another kind of head-dress. Two bead-
strings around forehead, car-placgues with wheel Huight : 57 Mauryas.

{5-Arch. 6603 A hroad and round lice. The “cones’ or ‘chignoms’ are
affixed on the back and end with long pads affixed, Peark-strings on temples,

Height 1 21" Maurya.

16-Arch. 6689 — Heid, with strings ol Benids around high forehead and set
into a squared famess on op anil at the sides, thiee double holes on top for
attaching ormaments; ear omaments on sides. dises with concentrie cireles
and dots. Height @ 27 Maurya.

17-Arch. 6612 Round head, modelled in the found, two head-strings on
the very high forchead, point 1o & flar pligue which leans againsi a ronnid
and beaded (o petalled; ball on apex ol head, ear pruaments enmnsist of 4
fongish deviee. Height: 287 Maurva-Sunga.

18-Arch. 6618 A verv thin rectangular reliel plague, holed on left upper
eornor, two figures, ane male and the other femule with her hands raised o
the shoulders, the male halds a harp (vina) in His tefi hand and short stick
in his right. Flowered frame and ground, Height: 21~ Sunga,



19-Arch. 6663 —Figurine in the round with arms akimba, elbow thrown
hackwards, heavy wristlets, long tailed animal shape on her lefi. Cloth
around head, armnged on back in a foop. Height : 637, Kushana,

VAISHALL;

L-Arch. 1773 Plaque with standing winged huyare with a long and stim
bady holding lotuses, standing on a Jotus and with buds ete., on the side.
Height; 67, Sunga.

2-Arch. 1885 Ram, wicvele tov, with a long neck fattened, thin miczle
and large horn furrowed. Impressed all over with coarse rosettes and leaves,
Muzzle holed. Wheels slightly battered and differing lrom each other,
Size: 437 231", Sunga.

BELWA

\ACArch. 2869 Recaanguiar slah with seven figures, with slits for mouth,
toes, necklaces and high head-wear; large circle impressed for eves.
Heighe : 31", Gupta.

2-Arch. 3003— Humped Lull of heavy bype with large hump rope affixed
around neck, pelless for eves: large sex parts, small tail, Siee HxF.
Gupta.

3F-Arch. 2870 A modelled e, moulded male head with eves tumed
upwards, hall ciccles faintdy impressed, marked pupils, It has i front and
around the forehead a flat wrus, impresed with circlets (flowers?). Right
carlobe rectangularly and left ovally distended. Heght - 6], Gupti.

CHAUSA -

I-Arch. 6528 Part of large brick with a scene from the Ranmvana,
Length - 1°81°, Breadth @ 1°3]%. Gupta.

KAUSAMBI ;

1-Arch. 7716- Rectangular  plaque with female figure squatting with
knees wide apart, arms exiended laterallv and raised from elbow, toare e
and hip omaments. Size: 7§° 26", Kushana.

2-Arch. 7707 —Head, in the round of a body conforming with emtly Gupia
stone seulptures. Height © 5%, Gupta,

3-Arch. 7926 - Purt of large relief plague with curvilinear outlines with
male liead in three quarter profile, flowing wig covered with raised patiern
of circles indicating locks on apex of head, o three-tier arramgement consisting
of festoons, a flat top, heavy doubile var-rings. Pupils. corners of mouth.
nostrils holed, Stee: 537 <40, Ciupita,

4-Arch. 7763 —Hrad, with a high blank, conrse features and sunken s
moulded in two halves iie., front and back separately, Height : 2] Ghisptan,

MATHURA ;

1-Arch. 6847 Plaque-like figurine with flat body, widely bulging hips.
Very high placed breasts, elaburate head-rhress, tarce and arrangement of

o



bands, One ]ml]? chain reaches the navel, from there three bands branch
off on each side, following the outline of the hips, Height < 537 Maurya,

2.Arch, 7168 Bust, with a band above double row of heads on parted hair,
Placiies with moulded dots aflixed on hand acrass shoulders. Two bands
H'IHIIII!II hetween breasts. Arins stretched Javerally downwards, Height:
i7" Maurva.

3-Arch. 7199 —Head, lified with widened eyes and mouth opened, beard
impressed as a herring-bone pattern, Ear with very long obe  affixed.
Height 27, Maurya.

4-Arch, 7804 Plaque with standing {emale figure. The hair s parted in
the middle and high with two literal chignons with bead-chains above the
forchead and delicately detailed jewellery, A thin and lolded skivt around the
ankles; jewellery and fulded searf on cliest, heavy torque, wristlers, anklets.
Beaded mekhala string with tassel on left. Right hand holds bunch of flowers
(9, lefi folded, end of drapery against thighs. Height : 4%, Sunga,.

5.Arch, 7216— Upper part of male child, the sight hand holds a round object
to the chin, the left rests on lap, Height = 317 Kushana.

§-Arch. 7217— Female head, from a plague, with chuhby face, A veil
around, hait with bead-chains and flowered ear arnaments. Traces of gilding
to lefe af lelh car. Height: 327, Kushana.

7-Arch. 7816 Mould with upper part of lemale ligure !mldinp‘ a bunch
of lower 12) in the right hand in shoulder height, Heavy “hara’, armlets,
ear-ring in right ear. plug in left. Height: 24", Kushama.

8-Arch. 7220~ Plaqgue with hgure of & bearded man with whiskers, staniding,
left arm on pot-belly, rght arm pendant, female head with veil on top ol
his head, a scarl round her neck and hanging tw left, iip o the lefi ethow of
the man, Folded loin cloth, Hedghe: 317 Gupra.

9.Arch. 7161 Bust ol a female figurine, hair parted over bivows aned Falls
Wt lark. Pearls over head. Necklace, Ronnd incised marks, Height: 47
Maurvi.
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