GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
A\RCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA

CENTRAL
ARCH/EOLOGICAL
LIBRARY

AOCESSION NO. 5%j65
CALL No. 635.uq5u/m.a///-ﬂ' P

1










The Gardens
of Mughul India



=T 5t t l“] —» Sylvia Crowe
The Persian Background — The Mughuls in Indla and Kashmir
#  Sheila Haywood
‘Ihil:fﬂhu Background — The Emperors and their Gardens
| »Susan Jellicoe

N

' Research and photographs

(loes T_\\,} l] Gordon Patterson
o Land and Water: lran, North India snd Kashmir
° Measured drawings



The Gardens
of Mughul India

A history
and a guide

Vikas Publishing House Pvt Ltd

Delhi Bombay Bangalore Kanpur London



A tribute
to
Constance Villiers-Stuart

First published m lodia 1973

Jﬁum. m:nmmu

WEW DELHIL
lu Na.... §—
an Na. .. .6.3‘..5? 9.,

EEE T ]

cral ). 3-P.

L8 S:...._

VI AG PUNLLIRE G HOUSE PYT LT

T Daryipany, Amsari Bogd, Delln-8

Savery Chambers, 3 Wollser Streel. Bosmbay-d
10 Firss M Rl Gignadil Nagar, lamgislime-#

[l Froud,
n—:m- Rl Nerth Actom, London N.W. 10

1972 by Thastres andl Hadsom, Lonsin
Al rights reserred. No part of this publivation

b reprdind ar traamnittad in any ferm
mmmx elrirrni or maechamical, fneluding
phitecegrs, veconding er gy informaiion sisrege
and retrirval syates, withow porerisson inwriting
Jrom i he prbdisiee

Primend im England



Map of surviving gardens

Foreword

Dramatis Personae : the Emperors; their Wives and
Families, their Advisersand Chroniclers

Chronology

The Persian Background

The Indian Background

Land and Water: Iran, North India, Kashmir

The Muglmls in India and Kashmir

The Emperors and their Gardens:

BaBunr

HUMAYUN

AEBAKR

15081530
Bagh-i-wafa, Kabul, Afghanistan
Ram Bagh. Agra

15301556
Hamayun's Tomb, Delhi

15561605
Hart Parbat and Nasim Bagh, Kashmir
Akbar’s Tomb, Sikandra

10

12

14

23

56

63

71

74
83
RS

Contents



JAHANGIR 16051627 ap

Shalamar Bagh, Kashmir 94
Achabal, Kashmir 102
Vernag, Kashmir 110
Nishat Bagh, Kashmir 113
Tomb of I'timad-ud-Daula, Agra 121
Wah Bagh, Hassan Abdal, Rawalpindi 127
Khusrau Bagh, Allahabad 128
The Lake Palaces, Udaipur 128
Shahdara, Lakore 131
SHAH JaHanN 16281658 132
Dara Shukoh and Peri Mahal, Kashmir 135
Chasma Shali, Kashmir 138
Char Chenar Island, Kashmir 145
Shalamar Bagh, Delhi 146
Shalamar Bagh, Lahore 148
Lahore Fort 153
The Red Fort, Dellu 157
The Fort, Agra 162
The Taj Mahal, Agra 167
AURANGZIB 16581707 176
Pinjaur 185
Plant Material of the Mughul Gardens 188
List of Plant Names 194
Bibliography 196
Acknowledgments 197

Index 198



w i
wiliisiges 308

e L]
A Gt TR

Lufizeg o b 102
w iy B

abmiii W EW

§ i |
B ki re o Ao AT=25

e
N

T T L

* blisas

® gl = N 30

w Aliitvibad 9

Map of surviving gardens

EEY
1

26

7.8

1o, 11, 12

13

11516

1722

3

26-27

.

Kbl |

Babur’s romd
Srinegar, Kashmilr:
Nasim Bagh
Neahar Hagh
Chrstira Shichi

Perr Mahal
lalumabad, Keshis
Ackabal

Vernag
Hassan Abdall Mawalprindi :
With Bagh

Lehore!

Shalamur Bagh

Shahdara

Fore garndemy

Kalka:

Drelhi:

The Redd Fore
Hurmma it s il
Roxhunara{pavilion only)
Agra:

The Toj Mahal

Anguri Bagh in the Fort
ftam

The tesh of 1'tirnad-ud- Douily
Akbar’s tomb, Sikandr
S im e

Rharatpur:
e In the Mughul trsdition)
J M

apur
Amrher (iwe gardens,
Mughul-Rajpus}
Ajmer:

Shah fahaans pacifms
Udaipur .

Salelion-ki-bart {Mughisl by
derivation

)
Lake Puluce landwwape
(Rajput-Mughul)
Allababad :
Khutran Bagh
Mandu:
Nilkseh Patiton
Aurangabad :
Maussleum of Robi a Daraum
Paw Chakds mill



Foreword

To Constance Villiers-Stuart, who first interested 4 whole generation in
the Mughul gardens, we owe a debt of gratitude, since It was her
inspiration which first led us to Kashmir, Her book, Gardens of the
Grear Mughals, published {n 1913, is still a classic and has been our
guide: her daughter, Mrs Nemon-Stuart, has kindly allowed us to use
some of Mrs Villiers-Stuart’s origmal material and to reproduce one of
her warer-calours.

The Archaeological Surveys in the India (ffice Library have pro-
vided a wealth of information upon the condition of the gardens at
various times. Many had fllen into considerable discepair by the latter
pannfltwnhuumihumiurpmdmfcdthﬂhhnutpcrhlpu
sufficiently realized today how much is owed. both 10 Lord Curzon
and 1o the Archacological Survey, for years of discerning work on the
restoration of historic bulldings and gardins,

Our solution to the vexed question of the spelling of names has been
to adopt that of the Imperial Gazetteer for place-names and of the
Cambridge History of India for the names of people, with two exceptions.
We cannot bring ourselves to spell Taj (or Indeed any other) Mahal with
swo ‘I's; and since this is a book far the general reader we have omitted
the dlacritic marks over the vowels. Names which occur in dirert
quotations are spelt as in the original.

We should like to thank the many people wha have helped us In the
preparation of this book. For their advice and help in research we are
greatly indebted to Professor R. A. Humphreys, and through him to the
libraries of the Royal Historical Society and the School of Oriental and
African Studies; to Mrs M. Archer and the India Office Library.
Mr R Skelton, Victorta and Albert Museum; Miss N. Titley, British
Museum; and fo Mr R. D, C. Desmond, Librarian at the Royal Botamic
Gardens, Kew. We also thank Mary de Chazal, Susan Smith, Elizabeth
Thomas and Peter Veitch who helped with the drawings.

To all those who helped us in Kashmir, and especially Haji Butt. our
warmest thanks,

(ustrations of material in the India Office Library are reproduced by
mmdthemdmrmmﬁgnmwth
Affuirs, the flower illustrations from the Roxburgh collection by
permission of the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office and ol the



Director, Royal Botanic Gardens. Kew. Ministures in the British
Musennt are reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees.

We have drawn extensively an A, Rogens” manslation of the Memaoirs
of Jahangir and 10 a lesser extent on Annette Beveridge's ranslation of
the Humayumenama; we are grateful to the Royal Asiatic Society for
allowlng us to do so. Mr John Bowen has given permission to guote his
translation of Nur Jehan's epitaph from The Golden Pomegranate
{John Baker Lid). The three skeiches by Peter Mundy are from the
Rawlinson M5 A_315 in the Bodictan Library, Oxford, who bave kindly
agreed 1o their being reproduced. Permission to quote from their
publications has also been given by the Hakluyt Society and Cam-
bridge University Press (The travels of Peter Mundy, The travels of
Sebastten Manrigue and Narratiee of the Embassy of Ruy Gonzales de
Clavije to the Court of Timowr); Luzac & Co, [The Habur-nama in English,
translated by Anoette Beveridge); the Asiatic Society of Calautta
{vol. 3 of H Beveridge's tramslation of the Akbar-tama); John Miunray
(Storis dn Mogor); Oxford University Press (Early teavels i Indla);
Panjab University Press (Lahore past and present).

FOREWORD)



Dramatis Personae

The Emtpernrs, their Wites and Families, their Advisers and Chromelers

Bamug 1508153

Maham
Zahara
Khvaja Kilan

Husaxun 1530-1556
Hamida Begam
Gulbadan Begam

AxBaRr [556-1605

Jodh Bai

Abu-1-Fazl Ibn Mubarak

JauaNom 1605-1627

Jagat Gosayini

Mur Jahan
AsalKhan

GhiyasBeg

SHAH JAHAN 1628-1658

First' Mughul Emperor; writer of his own
Memoirs. Born 1483 ; conguered Delhi 1526
His wifie. mother of Humayun

His daughter. for whom be bullta garden
His Governor in Kabul, who cared for
Babur’s gardens in his absence

Emperar, son of Babur, born 1508

His wife. mother of Akbar

Daughter of Babur, half-sister of Humayun,
writer of the Hurmaytn-sarmia

Emperor. son of Humayun, born 1542, said
10 have been called Akbar after the Ak
bushes of his birthplace

His wife. a Rajput princess. mother of
Jahangir, entitled Mariam-uz-Zamani after
her death

Akbar's friend and chronicler, writer of the
Atn--Akbar: and the Akbar-nama:; mur-

dered at Jabangir’s instigation

Emperor, son of Akbar, born 1569, formerly
Prince Salim; writer of his own Memoirs.
His wife, a Rajput princess. mother of Shah
Jahan

His wille, widow ufﬁbcrﬁ]‘g:n:lﬂtﬁm
Brother of Nur Jahan, father of Mumtax
Mahal; one of Tahangir’s principal ministers
Father of Nur Jahan and Asafl Khan
Recelved the title of Ttimad-ud-Daula

Emperor, son of Jahangir, born 1592, for-

metly Prince Khurram, deposed by his s«n
Aurangzib, died 1666



Mumtaz Mahal

A Arru-un-nisa
Dara Shukoh
Jahanara Begam
*Ali Mardan Khan

AURANGZIE 16581707

His wife, in whose memory he built the Taj
Mazhal; mother of Dara Shukoh, Shah Suja,
Aurangzib and Murad : a Persian

‘His wife, who built the Shalamar Bagh,

Delhi

His son and beir, executed by Aurangzib
His daughter, who shared his captivity
His Comptroller of Warks

Emperor, san of Shah Jaham, born 1618

Roshanara Begam Daughter of Shah Jahan and suppotter of
Aurangzib

Fadal Khan foster-brother of Aurangzib; lwid om a
garden at Pinjaur

European traveilers and writers

Peter Mundy In the service of the East India Company

Willlam Finch Of the East India Company

Sir Thomas Roe Ambassador of James 1 at the court of
Juhangir

Frangots Bermier AFrench physician

Niccolan Manucel A gentleman of fortune, probably Venetlan

Jean Baptista Tavernier A French jeweller

Fray Schastien Manrique A Portuguese missionary

DRAMATIS PERSDNAE



Chronology

Int Asa
L3569

L4583
(494

1497
1504
1505
1506
1508

1518

1s19-20
1524
1525
1526
1530
1542
[543

F545

1555

1556

1569
570
986
1591
1592
LG5
Lkl
1612
1618
162234
1627
1631

1658
1666
T

¥4

Tinuir Leng assumes the title of Grest Khan and mours the
throte in Samarkand

Birth of Babur

Babur suceeedd to the throne of Ferghans on the death of hus
father, Omar Sheikh

Babtir captures Samarkand [or the first tme

Babtir captures Kabul

Babiir invades India for the first ume

Babwur visits Herat in Khorasan

Birth of Humayun

Babur proclaims himsell imperor in Kabui

Habur Invades the Punjab, returning to Kabul early the next
year

Invasion of the Punjab

Babir takes Lahore

Babit Invades India, enters Delhi. April 536

Babir ks proclaimed Padshakh In Dellil

Death of Babuor and dccession of Humayun

Birth of Alibar

Humayun, after successive defeats in various parts of india,
crosses i Persis

Humayun recognized as ruler of Kashomur by Mirz
Mubammad Haldar Dughlat, @ Mughul who ruled there
from 1541-31

Humayun, having recaptured Kandahar with the help of
troops of Shah Tahmasp of Persia. goes an to recapture Deild
Death of Humayun: Akbar crowned in the gandea of
Kalanaur

Birth of Prince Satim. the future Emperor Jahangir

Akbar founds Fatepur Sikri in thanks for Salim's birth

Akbar campaigns agatnat Kashmir

Rebellion n Kashenir guelled

Birth of Prince Khurram, the furure Shah inhan

Death ol Akbar: Jahangir becomes Great Mughul

Jahangir marties Mir-un-Niss (Nur Juhan]
Shah Jahin marties Arjumand Banu Begam (Mumiaz Mahal)
Birth ol Aurangzib

Shah Jahan m rebellion against his father

Death of Jahangir: Shah Jahar succeeds in 1628

Deatit of Muminz Mahs|

Death of Nur Jahan

Shah Tahan deposed by his son Aurangzib

Death of Shah fahan in Agra

Doath of Aurangzib

In Europe
1349
1377
| 453
1458
148%
1492

148%
(L
1S
1510
1327

L 540
[S47
}553
1558
1564
57y
587
1588
o
|
fols

1hiR
1634
142
16349
et
1o
1aRY
[ Ri Lk

CHROENOLOGY

The Riack Death

Tha Courtof the Lios at the Alhambra, Grimads
Thie Waisof the Roses

Vilta Medici, Fiesole, earty lallan Rematisance gariden
Henry VI erowned

ihriswopher Columbnes, searching for 4 westward passage o
Aty discoronms the AmeTicas

Penth of Lorensn de” Medicl

Leonardo da Vinet's Lirst Supper, Milim

Vaseo da Gama reschies Guos on the vt eoast of 1hilla
Heney VI orowned

pMarun Lutherand the Reformation

sack of ome by Charles V, Fisly Roman Empere and King af
Sp=in

Michelungely appainted architect of 5t Petet’s, Rome
Ecdward VI crowned

Mary Tudor crowned

Elseabeth [ oromamed

Vills Lante, Bagnaia, by Vignola

gir Frsneis Drake's voyepe rounil the world

Mary Crusen of Scots bebéaded

The Spanish Armads spamst Britain

East I (s Company fotmed

Virginla re-Tounded

Jumties | setnds Sle Thomas Roe as smbassador to the Mughul
Crurt

Start o the Thirty Years War

Charles Lerowned

Firat Clvil War suarts

Chayles { behexded

Charles [l crowned

Le Nitte pluns Veruallles Tor Louls v

Javies 1] erowined

Pever the Great begins o build 51 Perersbueg

T drenn amd worfruvagniee of §he Mighids
apipear 8 mry £Xo0 $AEN fhEsed)

e

Earypednia, el 8Ly WHALL ey

from Exirst Shiskeh"s Albwm bunisfc [6.03-4)

11



THE PERSIAN BACKGROUND

Grarden carpet { Peraben, | 7th-180k contury L
shawing the [our rivers of life mreting m the
comere. wtth a cartouche taking the ploce of the
central pavilimn. Cypresses snd frudl trecy
symboiict immorsadiy ansd reberth.

When the Mongol followers of Jenghis Khan invaded Persia in
the thirteenth century, they found there a civilization 2,000 years
ald. Throughout ber history, Persia had endured wars and Invasions
from Greeks, Byzantines and Turksand in A n642 she was annexed by
the Arabs to become part of their great Muslim empire. Yet. through-
aut this turbulence. a recogmizable Perstan rradition of art and Hving
survived.

Originally the name Persia was given only 1o the area in the south-
west of modern Iran which borders on the Persian Guif. In the sixth
centiiry BC this ares was the heart of the empire ruled by Cyrus and
Darius and had a5 lts chiel cities Persepolis and Pasargadae, Later, the
name Persia was applied 10 the whole Achacmenid empire. extending
from Greece and Egypt on the west to the Indus valley and the Hindu
Kustt on the east. Thanks to able administration and a superb
system of communications, this empire lasted for nesrly two
centuries until 13 conguest, eirca 330 pe. by Alexander the Great
fntroduced & westernized culture which long outlived Alexander’s
empire. The continuation of western jdeas alter the collapse of
Alexander’s empire in 250 nc was due to the fact that the new
rulers were nomadic Parthlans, whe, with little cultural background
of their own, readily adopted Hellenic civilization. '

Early in the second century AD 3 new Perslan dynasty arose The
Sassanian Ardashir 1 founded an empire which, though not extend-
Ing as far westwards as that of the Achacmenids, again spread cast-
wards as far as Kabul. This empire virtually came to an end in the
middle of the seventh century when It fell a prey 1o the Arabs,
carrying all before them i the name of Islam. Between An 642 and
the Mangol invasion in 1220, Persia was ruled. nominally under the
Baghdad Caliphate, by a series of minor dynasties, the last of which
were the Khwarizm Shals. But by then the whaole area as fur cast s
present-day Afghanistan had become Impeegnated with Persian
ideas and Persian culture, accepted allke by conquerors and
conqueted.

Perhaps the power ta assimilate invaders into her own culture
which Persia possesses is due to the cosmopolitan character which
has been forced upon her by geography. Lying astride the route of
trace and conquest from east t west, this land cannot be by-passed
by history Not only nomadic hordec but also the caravans trading
down the great Silk Road to China, fowed through the country.
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ol Genesin: "And a river went out of Eden 1o water Lhe garden; anid
fromn themoe It was parted and became into four hesds” Here is the
baric essence ol a garden, the meeting place of spiritual and manerial
things, weddimg the practical needs of irrigation and protection with
religions symbolism,

The basic design of the paradise garden bs very simple. It ls an
wealized form of the pattern of irrigation. in which water id shown
symbolically and physically sy the source of life. In s primitive
form, water-channels, representing the four rivers of Hile. cross n the
centre of the garden, dividing the rectangular area into four quarters
These witer-comrses are raised dbove the Jevel of the surrmunding
groumel, as they must be to serve the purpose of rripation: on each
tide of the channels and irrigaved by their water, arc straight fines of
ey, while the quarters may also be filled with trees and Nowers,
Sometimes the tress extend at each side of the garden to form a park
or woodland. The whole is surrounded by o wall to keep vut the
surrounding desert with Its dust-laden winds and to give privacy
and protection, From the basic design there developed many varia-
tions and embellishments, For lestance a pavilion was often set at the
intersection af the main channels. where the coaltiess frum the water
cotild best be enjoyed

The eross. farmed by the intersectiom of the water-channels, has
been the symbol of the mecting of humanity and God in many
religioms, and water itself is o symbal as well as.a necessity of life. A
more complex symbal, not found In the eadier paradise gardens but
miich used by the Mughuls, is the octagon | evolved from the squar-
ing of the circle It symbalizes the reconcillathon of the material side

THE FERSIAN BACKGROUND

The Fruday Masgue, [xfahan. The brimoing
wstiery of the Mgl garderns are a feurore of
ahlnsion tonks thromplont the Mushing worfd.




Pian of Infalum as lasd out by the Safesid Shah
Abbai who moved kiscagrral there wn 1 599,
The spive of the design 1 the lomg. wade
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Dovecotes af the cormers of walled gordens on
the framian platecs are anceators of the
Mughul yuzehos. Made of mud brick, they form
am imstegrid part of the wall of the cultivated
enclozure which lies beyond

of man, represented by the square, with the circle of eternity. In the
later Persian garden, and still more in those of the Mughuls. other
forms of Muslim symbollsm played their pan. Gardens divided Into
eight parts represented the eight divisions of the Qoran. while the
frequent references by the Mughul garden-makers 1o constructing
their water-tanks ten cubits by ten cubits originates in the religlous
significance of this measurement, which was that prescribed for
ablution tanks, in whose brimming waters the faithful must wash
before making their devotions. In the rraditional planting of alternate
cypress and frult prees along the water-ways immartality  was
symbolized by the evergreen cypress and the renewal of life by the
spring flowering trees

A characteristic of all Muslim gardens |5 the way in which their
geametric symmetry I8 Interlaced and overlaid with the freedom of
plint growth, Spring flowers grow informally from the exact turf
plot. roses spray over the water-tanks, trees branch in their natural
forms. The intellectual concept of geometric order is wedded to the
freedom of arganic growth

The pratotype of the paradise garden is fat, but in Persia water-
{alls were Introduced where the gardens stood on the sides of the
hills ristng from the plain, as they did at Shiraz. Another commaon
Persian Feature was the existence of dove-cates it the comers of the
encircling walls, examples of which can still be seen in the country-
side neas 1sfahan. These were for the utilitarian purpose of provid-
ing protein. but they have an affinity both with the later Mughul
pavilions a1 the corners of their walls and with the gasebos which



appeared in the Tudor snd Jacobean gardens of England of ahout the
sama date us many of the gardens of Shiraz and Isfahan

Though the paradise garden i not & uniquely Perslan idea it
doveloped there more frunfully than anywhere else, and became 3
tradition which persisted through all Invasions and political
upheavals, strong enough to inspire offshoots in far-distant lands
whete the pattern inflected 1o new conditions without losing Its
essential charncteristics. It is probable that the crusaders brought
back the idea of the paradise garden 10 France and England, in whose
medieval gardens a well or tank was all that remained of the water of
life, placed at the centre crossing of the paths which divided the
paridise garden into its four quarters, A more virile offshoot can be
seen in the Moorish gardens of southern Spain. which came to
perfection at Granada under Arab rule. But the greatest offshoot of
all and the one most closely influenced by Persia hersclf, was the
garden tradition of the Great Mughuls

The ebb and flow of nomads across Persia was relevant in many
ways to the development of the Mughul arts in India in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, for the Central Adian Invaders of India
passed first through Persia, and carried with them into India some
echoes of lranian culture. Graeco-Tranian influences persisted in
Afghanistan and India long after the fall of Alexander, and can be
seen expecially in coins and sculpiire. Bven Roman details, such as
pilasters, may be found on the early Hindu temples of Kashmir.
India in turn transmitted westwards Influences from the Far East.
This binterchange of Indo-Tranian culture reached iis zenith as earty as
the Gupts period in the third century aD. There was therefore
already a strong Iranian element in Rajput art before the coming of
the Mughuls. The direct Mughul debt is however 10 Islamic Iran, 10
the Mushin Ideals of arder, and 10 their poets, who had for centuries
celebrated nature and the parden.

The Mughuls had & long history of contact with Persia, dating back
to the invasions of their Mongol ancestors in A 1220, culminating in
the conquests of Timur Leng (Tamerlane or Tamberlane) and the
founding of the Timurid Empire In the fourteenth century. This
empire extended from the Mediterranean to India. When Timur
captured Samarkand he carried to the city artists from Raghdad and
Shiraz. who brought with them the finest art rraditions of Persia.
th;mﬂmﬂwdlhpdmhmdnlhﬂmmwdﬂbynuy

de Clavijo, who was sent 25 ambassador to Timur's court in
1403-6:
The ambassadors went 1o see a chamber which the lord (Thmur
had set apart for feasting and for the company of his women.
front of it there was a great garden. in which were many shady trees
and ail kinds of fruit trees, with chaninels of water flowing
thmnn-gnrdunwuwlﬂgi:thupuunmhmm[pmph t
mjdythmmulm!hnﬂn:btmmwuhputdmglm hear
fountains and under the shade of the trees.”
Clavijo also mentions gardems set with tents, some of red cloth,
others of embroidered silk-

THE PEESIAN RACKGROUND
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THE GARDERS OF MUGHUL [NDLA

Mizp of gardens round Samarkand in the
15tk century.

Five generations kater Timur's descendant, Babur, first aof the
Mughul emperors, described in his journal the gardens of Samar.
kand, recording that Timur brought stone-cutters from Hindustan
to work on his Friday mosque He also planted a great avenue of
white poplars.

The Timurid Empire broke up in 1500 but its influence remained
and Rabur grew up In an atmosphere imbued with Persian tradition
and a love of art and gardens. In his youth he visited Samarkand,
whose ruler, an uncle of Babur's, had lald out gardens with such
seductive titles as ‘The Perfect Garden' and "The Heart-Delighting’.
These made & deep and lasting lmpression. He visited Herat i
Khorasan as well, then a great cultural centre, where another royal
kinsman, Sultan Husain Baigara. had also laid out many gardens.
Husain was a great patron of the arts and Persian poets and artisy
flocked 1o his court. He ruled from 1457 to 1506 and was thus the
contemporary of Lorenzo de” Medici and Leonardo da Vinci. From
these eatly contacts and traditions Mabur carried the ideals of
Persian art and way of life into the territories of northern Tndia,
where after his conquest in 1526 he founded the Mughul dynasty.

The Mughul empire formed one chapter in India’s long history
of changing dynasties. To appreciate the achievements of the
Mughuls it is necessary to have some understanding of the Indian
background, and the influence which it had upon them and their art




THE INDIAN BACKGROUND

India has known many civilizanons, and has seen many rulers, native
and alien, come and go, Nearly all have been in varying degrees
despotic, whether benevolent or otherwise. Since the eighth
century north-west India had been Increasingly dominated by the
Rajput clans. Warlike and aristocratic, their unity was less one of
race than of caste and intermarriage. Yet the Rajputs were a part only
of countless Hindu states and kingdoms, pursuing their courses in
comparative isolation and often almost unaware of events in other
parts of India. Amongst them, in the twelfth century. Muslim power
made its appearance in the person of Muhammad of Ghur [originally
an obscure Afghan principality). His successors established the
Sultanate of Delhi. which lasted from 1206 to 1526, although declin-
ing rapidly in power afier 1340,

In the background of Central Asla thete remained the ominous
figures of the Mongals. Under their leader Jenghis Khan [1162-
1227), they had swept relentlessly from China to the Black Sea,
leaving behind such a fearful reputation as has seldom been equalled
India was spared the worst. since on reaching the Indus Jenghis
Khan warned his attention elsewhere, but the country was harried by
constant Mongol ralds: in 1241 Lahore was sacked Later, in the
fourteenth century, Timur Leng a Barlas Turk. created in the
Timurid Empire a new image of terror and splendour. In 1398 he in
turn sacked Dethi, leaving it in ruin and confusion, and carrying
away not only its treasures but virtually all its skdilled workmen 1o
his own capital at Samarkand. The Sultanate subsequently crumhled.
to be destroyed finally by the Mughul invasions

During lts existence, two profoundly differing culures had
already been brought into contact with ane another

Earlier Hindu art was centred upon the temple and the mulih-
plicity of deities involved. 1t was based on 4 concept of arganic
growth, on the rhythms of nature and of humanity, always complex
and individual. Sculpture was the satural expression of such beliefs.
and the temples themselves related perhaps more nearly to sculpture
than to any architeciural approach to bullding, Ornament consisted
largely of statues, carvings and bas-reliefs, which portrayed subjects
berth religious and temporal. Nature and the human figure appeared
in increasingly Wfelike groupings of great beauty and often of sur-
prising eroticism. Flowers and plants, especially the lotus, were a
part of worship, and were shown ln ititricate detall in the carvings

The remple of Kandarive Mahades,
Khapmrake. dedicatad ¢ an 1000, The
prigtmal group of 83 tevples te which tho
brlimgs way the raleinasting achievemes: of
Irudo- Arpam grani m architroore
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Much less is known of secular buildings or gardens. probably due to
the devastating effects of foodmng upon a largely mud-brick con-
struction, though there are traces of a contrasting geometry in the
polygonal work of hill forts Within the temples Immense riches in
the form of gold and jewels accumulated. 4 tempation to funire
Invaders

The Muslims by contrast brought with them a culture rooted in the
desert and the oasis. I was compounded from abstract principles of
order, mathematics and law, and above all from @ profound beliet in
the unity of God. Thetr designs were grometric, relying oncaleulated
division and subdivision, and upon enclosure from 4 hostile environ-
ment. In decoration, Mewers and calligraphy were woven into
abstract patterns, while colours were clear and brilllant. Human and
ammal figures were unacceptable on religious  bulidings and rare
upon others

The meeting of these twa fupdamentally different conceptions of
life and ar resulted in o fusion of Indo-Idamic themes from which
the Mughuls in turn enrichied their own designs. The Siiltans of
Deihi had hased their mosques and madrassehs [theological colleges)
on Muslim [deas. But as 4 ruling minonty they were dependent on
Hindu craftsmen. who exerted their own influsness and contributed
an organlé quality far removed from the mathematical exictitudes
of their rulers The temptations offéred by the treisures In: the
Hindu temples meanwhile led to much destruction. and their
materials were often carried off for usc in Muslim bulldings. The
Quth mosque at Delhi, for Instance, Is said w have inctirporates!
materials ransacked from twenty-seven Hindu temples. Among the
Sultans, Firue Shah (1351-88) was notable both for his enlightened
attitude towards building and for his religious toleration. He bulll
forts, vowns and mosques. #s well as embankments, canali and
gardens, Unusudl too, in his day, was the comsiderable effor1 he
devoted 1o the restoration of earlier bulldings, loe the peneral
tendency in that period was to be wholly destructive of the past.
Sotme of his canals survived to be put to new uses by the Mughuls,
but ol his gardens little but the memory rening.

Such was the background to the Mugiml invasions, which, after
initial skirmishes, began In carnest In 1525, The first three reigns
saw the Mughul territories cxpand, slmost vanish, and then expand
again to cover more than hall’ India. From lts beginnings ar Agra,
Babur's empire st bis death had reached from Badakshan to Benares
and Patna. His son Humayun was no match for his Afghan rival,
Sher Khan Sur, and fled into Fersia, returning to recapture Delhi and
Agra imly after Sher Khan's death. The Afghan was both 3 remark.
sble Jesder of men and s capable sdministrator. Throughout the
large regions which he subdued, be laid the foundations of sound
government from which Akbar, Humayun's son imil successor, was
later to benefir, and left behind him not anly many fine bulldings. bul
extensive roads and tree-planting. 1ogether with the provision of
wells and srs rest-howses for travellers.

From the aucleus at Delbi and Agra which remained ot Humayun's
death, the empire expanded once again under Akbar's generalship

Oppaosite: The founders of the Mughul Empire.
Hatwur, Timur Leng and Humayse (sested)
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to resch from Kabul and Kashmir to the Deccan and the Bay of
Hengal His dominions now included widely differing regions, and
subjects of many origins and religions. Rajput Influences. centred
on Delhi and Agra, were the first o affect design. Their craftsmen
were employed on the Mughul bulldings, and perhaps more signifl-
cantly, Akbar's marriage with a Rajput princess carried the Rajput
hood into the dynasty itsell

Rajput art already showed considerable lranisn elements:
comparatively plain surfaces contrasted with incised decorations.
plaited or spiral ornament, and stylized figures and animals, Local
building materials were also an important factor, since stone was
limited 1o & comparatively [ew areas. The earlier Mughul garden-
palaces derived their unigue Mavour perhaps most from colour, The
siibtle low-toned reds and yellows of the Hindus, the use of red
sandstone and insets of black-and-white marble or blue schist madea
considerahle departure from the clesr-cul Persian colours. Hindu
motives appeared in such details as lintels, columns, eaves, fretted
halconies or lotus rondels. while carving was rich with flowers and
animals. Nower scrolls being combined with Muslim mscriptioms
Akbar's work at the Agra Fort was a towr-de-force of red sandstone,
vigorously carved, while at Fatehpur Sikrl much of the actual
planning is tortuous and irvegular, a far ery from Muslim concepts ol
order



In gardens the Rajput beritage Is perhaps most clearly seen at
Amber, near faipur, the home of Akbar's Rajput wile mither of
Jahangir who became the next emperor, These, with their romantic
lake and hillside settings, their stranpe combination of the exact andd
the pleturesque, perfectly express the union of widely soparpted
{deals. The stone parterres iin the twa more important Amber gardens
are based upon the star, which was held in special esteem by ithe
Seljuk Turks. for whom It stood for life itself, and for man's intel-
fectual powers. It may be significant that inunigrants of Turkish
arigin had at one time taken refugein Rajputana.

Later the white marble architecture of Gujarat, one of Akbar's
most Important conquests. came to have an inereasing impact, until
the central buildings in any important garden were almost always of
white marble. Kashmir too exerted Iis own special influences in the
knowledge and use of flower decoration, and ot least one Kashmiri
aame |5 recorded among the craftsmen of the Ta Mahal

S0, from dilferent strands of different cultures: Indo-Islamic,
Rajput, Gujaratl, Kashmiri. the great Mughul gardens evolved, with
always the Persian connection linking the whole together

THE INTHAN BACKUGROUND

Amber, A lake purden seen frim e i et
senan windows




LAND AND WATER:
Iran, North India, Kashmir

An arvificial canai, consrructed from one of the
erchutarses of the Zaindeh river. Corn, poplar
aned willone grow freeiy vn the bamnks
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While Persia is divided into several geophysical, climatic and vegeta-
tional regions, the dominant land form of central Iran ks an elevated
plateau, in the shape of a basin, surrounded by ranges of higher
mountains. These are largely of alpine origin, rising sharply and
steeply from the plain. Only in the north-cast does the land change
markedly in character. Here, from the high Elburz mountains down
to the shores of the Caspilan. the climate I mediterrancan, with all
that this implies ~ lush vegetation, high rainfall, and 4 more tem-
perate climate. Yet it is the more arid central areas which have most
influenced the panterns both of irrigation and of garden design.

The reasons can perhaps best be appreciated from the air by the
maodern traveller. To the nomads who for centuries threaded fts
deserts it may well have presented widely differing aspects and
colours, but seen from sbove, there Is a monochromatic theme
which is seldom relieved. The colour, red-brown. changes in tone
only where open plateau gives way o surrounding foot-hills wi

mountains, where shadows help to enliven an otherwise
mapﬁmwluuhndmlp 10 water, the reds are never
cantrasted with greys or blues, but merge into yellower shades, for
the lagoons are formed from slow-moving brackish rivers.

Much of lran is empty, with scarcely a sign of vegetation, though
within this apparent and largely illusionary emptiness we know
there to be numerous centres of lively prosperity, and there s
whale of agricultural enterprise forming an important of
the mﬁmy,mmmmmﬁmmﬁh
found in the water supply. Until relatively recent times 4 supply of
natural water lay at the heart of civilization in this and many other
parts of Asta, For many peoples it still does, Not only has an adequate
water supply provided 2 means of progression from nomadic
wandering to highly sophisticated social units such as are seen in the
cities of Tehran or Shiraz. but this quest for water has produced
within the Persian mind a deep-lying philosophy and respect. for its
life-giving quality which pervades and influences many of their far-
reaching achievements.

Before the oll industry arrived, cithes, towns and villages de-
veloped on the fertile oases of cultivated and watered lands. which
were dependent apon the various systems of irrigation devised by
the Persians. From these. agricultural and garden patterns have
evalved, in turn giving rise to techniques and designs which have
spread far beyond the confines of Central Asta.
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Water has provided the riwson o 'Fre for a whole serics of garden
layouts for which the traditional Persian methods of irnigation have
been used, Thete are the well gardens, the. canal gardens, the tank
gardens as well as all those pardens relying for their effect upon
changes of levels and subdivisions of land invariably dictated by 4
water landscape, These elements have been used not s0 much
because they provide decorative features but rather that without
thetn and the water (which s systematically wsed and re-used) the
gardens themeelves could not and would not exist They would
succumb to the lntensity of the searing sun, The water, IF not
quickly replenished by some means or ather, would be campletely
dissipated and lost as the result of the evaporation or scepage 'An
enquiry into the source of such supplies of water, bath for agricul-
tursl purpases and for garden-makimg, & therclore an Importam
step towards an understanding of the hasie patierns taken on by so
many of these gardens

In the central desert ares the ¢limate s continental and the rainfall
seldom exceeds five inches in the year, most of which falls within 2
short space of time, 1t is nov unusual for Isfahan. roughly at the centre
of the plateais, to have four of Its five inches of rain all within ane
day. Since the mountains are young and steep-sided; the run-off,
ather than for melting snows, is very rapld. Few rivers exist perma-
nently: with exceptionally high evaporation and seepage through
the shaly, porous ground, little water remains at the surface for long.
The concentrated and sporadic downpours are such that relatively
Httle rain is confined within the river courses and there is a preat
tendency for it to Mood out over the land, often devastating every-
thing that gets In the way. For these reasons as much as for the
conservation of water itsell, much time and Ingenulty have been
lavished on building systems of water canalization, both for Irriga-
toe and to keep the water within bounds.

One of Iran's major rivers which survives throughout the year is
the Zaindeh (‘Life-giving’) River, Nowing through Isfakan. Life it
indeed gives to the whole of the fertile casis surrotnding it This
extends for some forty miles, ten to fifteen miles across at its widest
The waters of the Zaindeh derive from the high Zagros mountains n
the west which, like the Elburz mountains to the north, are snew-
covered all the year round, The waters of this river persist through
many hundreds of miles hefore fnally losing themselves in the
Gavkaneh saits fate to the cast,

Above ity banks, parricularly in the neighbourhood of 1sfahan, an
entirely agricultural limdscape has been developed, which Is in
sharp and marked contrast to the desert that ies bevond It The
change from one to the oiher Is dramatic and extremely clear cut.
Along the upper stretches of the river, where it flows strongest. the
water is conducted by small aqueducts or jukes, away from the main
flow, to take It within urban and village communities. It is these
water-courwes or jukes that form such 2 famillar featiure of many
Persian towns, even of Tehran itsell,

Early scttlers lived happily where the environment was mosy
favourable. for example upon the river bank, but later the less



desirable and more difficult areas hid to be pressed into use once the
more fertile tracts of lind became more populated. Islahan owies its
suceess only in part to the river and its subsidiary irrigation canals
which are derived from it It s also dependent upon two other forms
of water device: first, the well-hole, and. second, a particular type of
well kiown as a ganat.

The Persian well, where water Is ralsed by a series of scoops [ixed
o a moving belt stretched between two 'wheels, is famillar. The
mechanisim was often operated by barnessed animals - mules; asses
and oxen — driving a rotary yoke or, less frequently, by treadmill,
The gamat or underground tunnel-well Ik however, less well koo,
This particular method of conducting water from a source-well
rather than ralsing It is essentially Persian in origin and his been
used for over 2000 years. It [§ supposed that the ancient city of
Persepalis (500 BC) was supplied with water by this means. Essen-
tially it 13 an underground water-way, tunnelled and chanmelled.
Water is conducted by gravity fall. in some cases over very con-
siderable distances, from water-bearing strata (usially at the foot of
stecp hills) to 4 position where It is required. The great centre of
Tehran, with all lts outward signs of modern civilkzation and
westernization, is still supplied with water larpely from gamats
which have their source at the basc of the Elbhurs mountains In
Persla as 4 whole there are many thousads of mafor gamar runs
covering thousands of miles in length, many of which are still in
active use.

To the travidler coming w Persia for the first time, the garar
excavations are a source of wonderment. From the air it is as if some
monstrous foorprints have marked the landscape. Suddenly, and
without apparent reason, they appesr and then, equally without
reason, vanish, Yet |t is these gasars which give rise to the quite
;ud&m. and to some quite mysterions, appearance of green In the

esert.

LAND AND WATER:
IRAN, NORTH INDIA. KASHMIR
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INIMA

COLOUN FLATR
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The constructhm of a gamtt mikes a fascinating stady. When a
particular source of water is located, usvally by specialist diviners,
say at the foot of & mountain, a vertical master shaft ks dug or drilled
to the level of the water, which may vary considerably but dies nol
usually exceed about 150 feet. The depth of the level of the water
below ground 15 then gauged and the position of the outfall on a
horizontal line Is estimated by means of a series of horizontal align-
menis and drops alimyg, the surface. A line s then drawn between the
master shaft and the point of outfall, and thence 1o the paint where
the water Is 1o be used. This evtablishes the course of the gamay.

Following this line. 3 series of further vertical shafis Is drilled
each ata distance of twenty 1o thirty yards apart along this line. to
such a depth as to be in horizontal alignment with the level of water
at the base of the master shaft. Finally, from the bottom of each shaft
a tunnel 15 excavated to connect sach length to the next o as to
extend from the putfall back to the spurce of water, Ultimately, a
breakthrough is made on the last section, so that the water Nows
along the whale of the umnel, discharging at the outfall. Here It is
wasally conducted into 4 channel, from which it is put o various
uses. Normally, the horizontal tunnel is bored through the formation
strata without support, but if the ground is exceptionally shaly or
liable to subsidence it may be necessary to line the excavation with
brick. wood or tile. The tunnel is usually four to five feet in diameter.

Many ganats terminate in 2 tank or cistern from which water sup-
plies for further uses may then be drawn, Fut more commonly the
water is canducted from enclosure 10 enclosure by straightforward
gravity leed. Highly reticulated systems of waterways are bullt up
until every drop is drained and used up. With the introduction of pew
drilling technigues some qunats huve become obsolete, but many
communities still rely entirely on water supplied in this way.

From these beginnings many rectilinear agronomic patterns are
derived and these patterns in rurn give rise to the strongly rectilinear
forms common fe so many traditional Persian garden enclosures, 1t
was the cistern or storage unk which first gave the ldea for the
Persian garden-tank. the crossing picce of the char-hagh (literally,
fotir-gardens), In some cases it is found below ground level. Flights of
steps lead ta a subterrancan room with an evenness of temperatire
mh;mmmmmmWacﬁmum Here 100 are seen the

! o ambeir — the restin . 30 | a
feature of the classic water garden, either nm a.hmgwmhrlh:
mare formal garden canal.

Thus the gardens took an their essential form, fashioned from the
factors and limitations of land and climate, and it is interesting 1o see
how that farm became madified when transporred 10 the alien land-
scape of Indla and Kashemir by the Mughul invaders,

1t was to north India that the Mughuls first took thelr genius for the
management of water. They found a vast level land, rich and fertile,
stretching northwards in apparent Infinity until it stopped abruptly
against the groat wall of the Himalayas. The climate fs dominated by
the mansoon, bringing the toerential rains of summer. which ane
contrasted with dry hot winds for much ol the remaining year.









Agriculture depends largely an the monsoon : the success or fallure of
the rains can giill mean life or death for thousands. Immente rivers,
such as the Indus and the Jumna, combine with extremes of rainfall
o make MNooding a recurrent hazard and inaddition the rivers them-
selves have from tme 1o time changed their actual courses, with
devastating results. At other times, beat, dust and the hot winds of
which the emperor Babur was to complain so feslingly, can become
intolerable. To the south lies the great plateau of the Dececan. the
scene of Auranprib’s relentless military campaigns

Irrigation. of course, was far from unknown in India when the
Mughuls arrived in 1526, Previous rulers had constructed not anly
ennals but artificial lakes, while the tradition ol planting shade trees
and of linking these to wells, to xssist in both coalness and the con-
servation of water, was arr anclent one. Varlous methods of raising
water from wellsand rivers werein ose : the wheel, operated by cither
a treadmill or by yoked animals, and the lever armngement known as
a shadoof,

In his memoirs, Babur described at length how be extended and
developed the water supply wherever he went in Indl and he com-
pares critically the various versions of the water-wheel which be
found i different parrs of the country. In particular, he expressed
his disguat at the way in which some wheels were Inevitably fouled
by the droppings of the animals which operated them. Later, Akbar's
grest city of Fatehpur Sikel was supplied with water by means of 4n
artificial lake and a system ol Persian wheels, while at his tomb at
Sikandra. bullocks may be seen working @ water-wheel to the present
day.
;ht early Mughul gardens in india followed closely on their
Persian origins, the level landscape dictating an almost two-dimen-
sional form. Meanwhile, ps supplies of water imgiroved, the patterns
al water-courses became increasingly intricate

Bublocks uvrkang the water-wher at Akbar's
torersh it Stkamdra, near Agra, tn 1884, An
px-hide ducke i lifeed by a simple pulley and
drawm by yobed axew i discharpe sl water
fntn che conal sysoem of the ganden. An
nctimed nomp s been comstructed om ane e
if Her werll-hoad, so that dn kauling the full
buckets the oxen are pulling dowsihill, The
Pkt 1y the crmpiivne kide of g ox gathered at
the fopr cormery udrh [duyande, the wgter
reizing in the sag of the logther as if ix draum
uprevards from Hee well. The prospect ira
izl g for Lhe B,
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Thr carefully tended kumanized landscape of
the Kavhmir Valley i held wirhis the strmmg
bastion of the Pir Punial range. One of the
riuees waed by she Mugrind Emperors on chetr
sy ags froms Lmdi fo Karshimmie penerrivied by
barrivr. crosiing an 11 O00-Foot paxs

In Rashmir, conditions were alimost entirely dizsimilar. Tt is divided
from the west by the high outlying ranges of the Himalayas. To
north and south are the strong demarcation lines of watersheds. Only
1o the north-cast s there & break s the mountain ranges, which leads
into Tihet, In some ways there are resemhblances here to the baxin-
llke ferm of the central lranian plateauw, though In practically every
other respect the country ls very different. The greater part of
Kashmir is protvecred from the severity of the monsoon by the Pir
Patifal amge: thus its climate ts ideal in early summer and automn,
whilst n wititer the weather ks alpine and in August oppresshve

The Vale of Kashmir, tiny where Iran and India are immense, & one
of nature’s most fortunate creations. Some ninety miles long and
iwenty to tweniy-five miles wide, it is watered by the River Jhelum
which flows approximarely south-cast o north-west throughout its
length before breaking through the decp gorge in the Pir Panjal range
o the west

One of the interesting aspects af the river within fts richly furnished
landecape and basin Iv the way in which the Wular lake, about
twenty-five miles to the west of the capltal Srinagar, forms a grand
regulating-tank. When the river is In [ull spate the lake can be as
much as fifty to sixty square miles in area; At other times it is much
smaller: nuture itself pointing the method so dgarously pursued by
the Persiansy

Unlike in Versia, the vegetation here b prolific and éven at
12,000 feet the land supports rhododendron and juniper. On the
lower slopes are spruce. pines and cedars. while in the valley frself
plane. poplar and willow provide the principal shade trees, and the
terrain has encovutaged a deep and fertlle sodl, built up through cen-
turies on the valley floor. Rice is the staple crop but an immense range
of ather food is grown, Water is abundant. for in addition to the two
great lakes, the Wuolar and the Dal. and the River Jhelum, there are
several springs of great force and Innumerabie smaller streams.




Much of Lake Dol must once have been undifferentlated marsh,
bat, long before the Mughuls came, works of reclamution had heen
carried oot on the wer-lands, Ligoons and canaly have been ac O ped]
outand the med used 1o build up bunds. or embankments, on which
are grown willows for fodder, poplar for nmberand crops of vege:
tables, One of these canuls and & hund built by an earller Mualim king,
Zapn-ul-Abidin, leads 1o Shalamar, whese onee a much sarlies garden
stood. The claiming of dry land from the wet background of the Jake
is like a mirvor reflection of the creation of Irrigation channeli in the
irantan desert. Another Torm of land reclamation which has continued
through the centuries is the formation of floaring Klands. These arc
made by cutting the vegetation in the lake am binding it together to
form long, narrow rafts. Mud and more weeds sre wsed 1o hind and
build up the thickness and the idland s moored by stakes of willow
driven through ir. which allow it to rise and fall with the changes of
water Jevel, v cam irequired. be towed to apother part of the lake
The lslands are Used for market-gardening and for vepetable crops.
This thrifty use of land Is made pecessary by the narrowness of the
level land between the water and the hills
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INGLA

Boats mocred among the floating talands on
Lake Dal.
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Shururing cycle of the rice crop. The laboarers
are werking up 10 thrir inces in water.

")

In Kashmir the problem In designing a garden was less the supp
of water than the challenge to exploit its abundance o the full.
Spectaculsr natural waterfalls provided the prototypes for the
Mughul cascades. while existing springs, such as those at Achabal
and Vernag, already places of worship. became the focal points
round which whole new gardens were developed. Mughuls and
Kashmiris shared & reverence for water : its quality, taste and cold-
ness were Keenly appreciated and discussed

The terrain, oo, oflered new opportunities. No longer did water
need to be laboriously raised with wheels from the ground. Instead,
the steep mountain sides provided scope for dramatic water land-
seapes. Powerlul springs and sireams, emerging from the hills, fell
with Increased force over chutes and waterfalls, or were disciplined
into wide pools filled with fountains. Terrace succeeded termce, as
for Instance at Nishat Bagh on Lake Dal, where there were no less
than twelve, the lowest one discharging lis waterfall triumphantly
into the fake. Yet no opportunity, bowever small. was lost. A tiny
artificial island, the Char Chenar in Lake Dal, lay only just above the
witer level, but at one time it contained a garden and the necessary
wheei io raise the lake water sufficiently to maintain i,

The Kashmir gardens are perhaps all the more remarkable in that
these tremendous works were undertaken for summer enjoyment
only. This prodigality, coupled with the hazards of the mountain
crossings, Is ameasure of Jahangir's love for the country: he lingered
to the last possible moment, when snow was beginning to fall in the
passes, befare he could tear himself away







THE MUGHULS IN INDIA AND KASHMIR

Primee Sultam Parves withhis friends. patated
by Govardhan. Carpeta have been sproad in
Jroms of a foundamn, in g formal Mugisd gardes.
smich s sidll exvary o the grounds of Hemayun's
tomb. The discussion ix obviouséy literary

The Mughul Empire in porthern India lasted 24 an elfective power
Erom 1536 to the 1750, although the dynasty lingered on until the
defeat of Bahadur Shah 1T in 1857, Tts greatest epoch was spread over
the reigns of the six emperors from Babur m Aurangaib. During this
time the sticcessive emperors, their wives and their noblesmen
created innumerable gardens in nporthern India, Afghanistan and
Kashmir. Throughout the period there was almost constant war and
revalt. Yet with each succeeding émperar —at least up to the scces-
sion of Aurangzib— the making of gardens was a ruling passion

Babur, whose life was a long history o strugple, defears, exiles and
finally hard-womn victory, could stll pause on his march and order
plantains from the Punjab w be planted In one of his gardens in
distant Kabul. Akbar, his grandson, the greatest of them all, a wise
and tolerant statesman and o brilllant general, could spare time to
set out plantations with his own hand.

Akbar's son. Jahangir, was even more devored 1o his gardens and
intensely mterested in botany. observing the fNowers he saw upan
his marches with meticulous care, OF his visit to Kashmir In 1620 he
wrote: “Sweet smelling plants of narcissus, violet, and strange
flowers that grow In this country, came to view., Among these
Mowers 1 saw one extraordinary one. It had five or six orange
flowers blooming with their heads downward. From the middle of
the flowers there came out some green leaves as in the case of the
plaeapple” A delightful description of a Crown Imperial.

Shah Jahan, last of the great garden builders, bequeathed the
Taj Mahal 1o posterity. It is fitting that this culminating glory of the
Mughul tradition should have been inspired by Jahan's love for his
empress. Mumtaz Mahal. For the ladics of this dynasty were quite a5
remarkable as the men and probably more cultivated. They wielded
grest powet, apparently enhanced ruther than diminished by their
Muslim seclusion,

With the Perslan tradition of gardens and lrrigation flrmly
embedded In his mind, Babur's first thought on reaching India in
Iiril:wn 1o bring the blessings of water to the hot und dusty land of
Hind.

"":h';ﬂ things oppressed us in Hindustan - its beat. its violent winds.
st
Memoirs of Babur



,- \_#:_:. ""Ii' b - j_.'u-' Ld

A o ! ni-- --Im,-.




THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INDIA

He also brought to it the love of order and symmetry thar was
equally a part of the paradise garden tradition. His memoirs describe
the making of a garden at Istalif in Afghanistan:

‘A one-mill stream, having trees on both banks, flows constamly
through the middle of the garden; formerly its course was xig-zag
and Irregular: T had it made straight and orderly: so the place became
very beautiful.'

In both Iran and Kashmir, it is noticeable today that the agricultural
frrigation channels curve with the cantours of the land, but within
the gardens they run straight.

In tracing the Mughul influence In India, one should neither
belittle their achievements nor underrate what had been done before
they came. Firuz Shah, who reigoed in Firuzabad (the forerunner of
Delhi) from 1351 to 1388, is credited with having built a hundred
gardens. A love of flowers was as deep-rooted in India as in Persia,
indeed they were nécessary to the observance of both the Hindu and
Buddhist religions. A fir cadier tradition of temple gardens,

and informal. had travelled with Buddhism from India to
the Far East there to fertilize the Chinese and from thence the
Japanese garden, antithesis of the formal paradise garden.

The transference of Ideas between Indians and Mughuls was by
no means one-sided, but the Mughuls can indisputably be credited
with the introduction of the formal watered oasis garden. a great
extension of irrigation. and the custom of building tombs within a

en.

The tomb-building activities of the Mughuls were pot Persian, but
stemmed from the ancestar veneration of the Mongols, from whom,
through Timur Leng, they were descended. Princes and noblemen
built their own tombs; during their lifetime the surrounding
gardens were used as pleasure grounds but after death were handed
over to the priests. These tomb gardens embodied the Muslim ideal
of Paradise to be enjoyed by both the living and the dead. In the
words of the Qoran:

With w'erbranching trees in each:

In each duwo fountains flowing

dn each two kinds of every fruir:

O couches with nings of brovade shall they recline, _
and the fruit of the ttwo gardens shall be within easy reach:

Therein shall be the damsels with rﬂ:ﬁq
whmmrmmrrihnhmklm' ore them

Like jacinths and pearls: e

the reward bea ?

And beside rﬂﬂm :w?firg:ﬁ:::?

Of a dark "

With fumﬂ;hrh ':S:'br o

In rults and the palm the poencgranate;

In mh.ft.& fair. the beauteous ones :

With large dark eyeballs, kept close in their pavitions:

Wharn man hath mever touched, nor any dfinn:
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THE GANDENS OF MUGHUL INDIA

Their spewutes on spft yreen cushions and on beautiful
carpees shall reclise :
filessed be the name of thy Lord, full of magesty and glory,

The builders of the rombs would spend whole days with their
fumilies and court in the surrounding gardens. This passion for
living In the open Influenced the design of all their gardens, which
were in fact open-air rooms an & lavish scale, where buildings and
garden mert. Inside and outside, merging imperceptibly into each
other. Often gay tents; hung with tapestrics, would be pitihed on the
lawns and just as their camps on the march were laid out as if in a
garden, so their gardens served as a form of encampment, The
tradition lives on today in the marquees of rugs and tapestries set up
for social occasions in the gardens of great in India, while
open-air living away from the main dwelling is still 4 leature of
Persian life today. The family parties of lranians picnicking on a
summer evening beside the bridge ar Isfahan; sitting on flowered
rugs to compensate for the vanished Mowers of spring. bring to
mind the passage in Jahangir's memoirs when he describes the
beauties of Shihabur-din-pur in Kashaiir: *. . . the whole surface of
the ground is grass and trefoil. so much so that to lsy & carpet on it
would be superfluous and in bad taste.’

The cross-fertilization of ideas with Persia which continued
throughout the reigns of the six emperors was stimulated by a
renalssance of ant which took place in the late sixteenth century In
Isfahan. Here Shah Abbas lald out 2 new capital with gardens and
buildings of great magnificence whose beauty can be seen today In
the Shah Mosque and other buildings of this period The close
contact between the Mughuls and Persia. their employment of
Persian officials and above all their marriages to Persian women,
kept traditions alive and constantly renewed. A strong influence
was the fact that Persian was the linguage of the court. It continued
to be so even after the fall of the Mughul Empire, eventually be-

coming the parent of present-day Urdu.

The gardens created by the Mughul dynasty undoubtedly rank as
one of the great landscape traditions of the world. Thelr charac-
teristics are strong and their sense of design impeccable. Water is the
connecting theme running throughout, from the source of their
inspiration in Persia to the final perfection of the Taj Mahal, Not
only the basic form of the design. but every detail is related to the
essential life stream of irrigation and to the delight which only water
can give. The unity which this obsession gives to the design is 5o
great that, paradoxically, even those gardens from which the water
has now been hanished are held together by its influence, as by some
ghostly presence.

When the Mughuls first came to India their gardens were almost
purely Persian, bur like all creative artists, they responded to the
stimulus of new conditions. The pattern of narrow rills developed
hﬂnwﬂﬂ::mhandpmmm“thcmughuhdhnwnﬂﬂujﬂﬁ
of cool air generated by the large sheets of water and the need for this
in the Indian heat This development can be traced from the early



Humayun tomb at Delhi where the rills are still narrow, on the
Persian pattern, to the Ta| Mahal where they have broadensd out 10
eighteeri feet.

Another feature which gained importance in a hot ellmate was the
pavilion set within water. This took countless forms from the
simple stone “thrones’ in the water-channels of Nishat and Shalamar
to claborate bulldings set in the centre of great tanks and surrounded
by spouting jets of water. Another Persian feature which persisted in
the early Mughul gardens was the underground mom, but as the
newcomers adjusted to their surroundings, they delighted more and
mewre in life in the open air. The evolution of the gardens throughout
skx Teigns was towards Increasing magnificence and complexity.
The level landscape was suited to formal layouts of immense size,
while the climate offered a wide cholee of trees and fowers, which
was continually extended by imports from other regions.

A more generous supply of water constantly inspired designers
i new flights of imagination: the single jet from Persian tanks
finally developed into hundreds of fountains in Shah lahan's
Shalsmar pardens at Lahore, or the arificial raln of Udaipur.
Kashmir added a third dimension; the gardens, no longer level, could
exploit the possibilities of the mountainside. Nor, in a period of
intensely personal rule, can the character of the monarch be dis-
counted. Babur was unusual in that he was absorbed by gardens
throughout a turbulent life, since reasonable securdty is generally
essentlal to parden making. The Increasing wealth and power of his
successors undoubtedly. played a part in design, just as it did in
Burope. Above all, skill, imagination and a thorough understanding
of the management of water were required, and there was no lack of
men with these qualities. Haidar Malik and ‘Ali Mardan Khan would
have been outstanding engineers in any age.

The planting can only be guessed at from contemparary paintings
and memoirs, for it Is in this respect that the Mughul gardens have
most profoundly changed today, but it was clearly of a luxuriance
which needed unlimited supplies of both water and labour for its
realization.

I nowadays many of the Mughul gardens of the plain seem more
palace than garden, the geometry and sense of enclosure overwhelm-
ing, the white marble blinding in the sun, it ls because the living
clements are missing: ‘water and planting. and the gorgeously
taparisoned figures of the Mughuls themselves, with all their
animals and birds; for they were not only fine designers, they were
also amang the greatest of gardeners, and this is vividly portrayed in
contemporary miniatures,

In the hot plains of India the Mughuls, who were mountain men,
used all their skill to make life bearable in a hot and dusty land. But
In Kashmir a new world opened up 1o them and released a flood of
creativity

The thought of Kashmir had always been a eupation of the
Mughuls — 4 promised land. mtm;; o mprzxw;:um even
during Babur's liferime and in Humayun’s reign Kashmir was for ven
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INDUA

years ruled by a cousin, Mirs Mubammad Haidar Bughlar, in the
emperor’s name, which leatured on the coins and In the prayer for
the savercign, Thus, In 1583, when Yusuf Khan, ruler of Kashmir,
slackened in his fealty to Akbar, the Mughul emperor sentan army 1o
occupy the country. Not for the fiest or last time in history the
invader considered the occupation to be an act of virtue, but. more
unusually, his manifesto was couched in terms of gardens

“The sole fdea of wise kings bdayt:zd:y to refresh the garden of the
world by the streams of justice, this design Is accom-
plished whenever extensive countries come ‘into the hands of one
who is just and of wide capacity. And when an empire has been
civilized by an enlightencd and just ruler, and the people thereof -
small as well as great — sit in the shade of tranquillity. It s unavoid-
able that such a prinee should cast a profound glance on the deeds of
neighbours who have taken the path of dissimulation. He must look
closely In arder to perceive if their former conduct can be brought
Into line with love and order, and if they can be induced to treat
their subjects properly. If they do not, then justice requires that they
should be punished and their land taken trom them. . . . Acmnding‘]ﬂ
when the envoys returned from Kashmir and represented the
arragance and wickedness of the Ruler. H.M. on 20th December 1583

despatched a force”
The Akbar-muma

This force, although not completely successful. was able to

4 treaty on the Kashmiris, but it was soon broken and in 1586 Akbar
dispatched another army with orders to "practice cnlightenment,
Justice. the non-sufferance of wickedness, the accepting of apologies
and the chastisement of the evil’. After stiff fighting in the STwWY
passes the Mughuls were victorious,

Akbar himsell paid a peaceful visit to the country in 1589 but had

1o geturn in 1592 to put down another in ion, He wvisited
Kashmir again in 1597 and on every visit his lod for the country
grew. From then on successive emperors visited Kashmir and made it
their summetr home. Their love for it is expressed by Yahangir In
his jowrnal; '
Kashmir is a garden of eternal spring, or an iron fort to a palace of
kings - a delightful Nower-bed, and a heart-expanding heritage for
dervishes. Its pleasamt meads and enchanting cascades are beyond
all description. Thete are running streams and fountains beyond
count, Wi er the eye reaches, there are verdure and rusining
water. The red rose, the violet and the narcissus of themselves:
in the lelds there are all kinds of flowers all sorts of sweet-
scented herbs - mare than can be caleulated. tn the soul-enchanting
spring, the hills and the plains are filled with blossom : the pates, the
walls, the courts, the roafs are lighted up by the torches o ngquet-
adorning tulips. What shall we say of these things or of the wide
meadows and the fragrant trefoil. '

The nymphs were brilliamt,

Thetr cheeks shime like lamps;

There were i Pruadls on their stema
Like dezri; am the armzof the beloved.



The wakeful, ode-rehearsmg mghtmgale
Whetted the desires of wine-drinkers;

At ﬂn‘!mnmjn the duck dipped ks beak
Lakegoliden scissors cutting il

There were flover carpeis amd fresh rasebudds,
The wind fanned the lamips of the roses,

The violet braided her focky,

The baaly tied a kitor bt the heart.'

The intense Mughul feeling for Kashmir as a precious and well-
guarded jewel echoes ihe words of their contemporary Shakespeare;
“This other Eden. demi-paradise. this fortress bulll by Nature for
herself".

Companed to the dry linds where the paradise garden evolved,
Kashmir must have appeared as 3 paradise In itself, & land of frult,
Nowers and running water. set within a protective bastion of
mountaing

In those days, as now. Kashmir showed the contrast of an inten-
sively cultivated and humanized valley seen against 2 background
of hills rich In native vegetation and rising to the snows. Then, as
today, there were great flelds of saffron, purple in the autumn, and
terraced flelds of pale gold rice, their lrrigation bunds shaped to the
contours of the valley, subtly modelled and blaring in colowr lke 4
great canvas by Van Gogh.

Faced with the paradise of Kashmir the remarkable achievement
of the Mughuls was that, without losing the strength of their
traditional design, they responded to the new conditions. Less
imaginative men might have continued to build closely walled
gardens on exactly the same pattern as their ancestors. But the
Mughuls kept the spirit of their tradition and gave it new dimensions.

The Mughul gardens of Kashmir are perhaps the finest existing

le of the adaptation of an established garden tradition to new
site conditions. The strength of the mountains as 4 defence was
accepted. the garden walls modified from the complete barrier of the
Persian originals to allow laindscape and garden to drill into each
other. The corner pavilions looking out over the fertile countryside
recognize the relaxation of rigid separation between inner paradise
and puter desert. These are equivalent to the English gazebos of
Tudor times. when it first became desirable to look out from & walled
garden Into a world growing less hostile,

The skillul adaptation to site Is accentuated by the consistent use
of traditional elements. The basic form of the char-bagh Is always
there, with straight water-channels crossing at right angles w
divide the garden into four quarters. The water-channels ire raised
% that they will irrigate the sunken parterres of frubt and fowers,
and the water is always brimming in the channels This feature Is
achleved with great constructional skill and gives an enchantment of
reflection, reminiscent of the brimming ablution tanks in the
masue courtyards of lsfahan,

The repeated and varied use of the square gives unity, while there

s diversity in the different functions of the garden’s parts. The need

THE MUGHILS IN INDEA AND KASHMIN



Map of the surviving gardens in Kachmir,
Peri Mahal, now: i rutns and fnacvessible, ey

fuust souch-west of Chasma Shahi.
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for 2 secluded zenana termace, unseen from below, yet giving delici-
ous oytward views, aslds the mystery without which no garden can
clalm perfection.

A Feature of every Kashmir girden and of the landscape of Lake
Dal ks the heavy solidity of the chenar trees (Platasius orientalts).
Not only da they give weight, shade and form within the gardens,
but their scale Is 4 vital element in relating the gardens 1o the vast
scale of luke snd mountain, The solid planting of the peninsula at
Nasim Bagh is 2 magnificently strong element In the lake scene. and
it is the chenars which give the unforgettable significance to the
Sona Lank island. The suggestion by Archibald Constable that these
trees were anly Introduced In 1632 by "All Mardan Khan suggests
that they could have formed no pant of the carlier designs. This is
Hard to believe, and the fact that Jahangir In his memolrs describes a
hillside at Safapur in autumn “with trées of all colours, such as the
planes, the apricot and others reflected in the midile of the tank’
suggests that they were of a much earlier date, Jahangir also men-
tions 4 chemar which, even in Akbar’s lifetime, bad a hollow trunk
lurge enough to sccommodate several armed men, Platarus actentalis
i u natlve of Asia Minor and may well have been introduced o
Kashmir at a very carly date, possibly in the wake of one of those
repedted eastward thrusts which swept oot of Asia Minor from the
days of Darfus onwards. The tall slim silhouettes of Populus italica
nigra which now form so telling a contrast to the broad solid chenars
are mentioned by Bernler and were Introduced from Italy

THE MUGHULS 1N INDIA. AND KASHMIX

Shalamar Bagh, Kaventr The avenue of
chenary (rading from the esnporor s provar
pavilion so the zemeau garder. The scale of thy
trevs relates the garden to the surrounding
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Paserama of Lake Dal from the
Takht-i-Sulelmon. In Emperor Jukavpir'y day
the shoresoff Lake Daf were frimped with
gardens, Today, three of these survree,
Shalamar Bagh, Neshat Bogth and Chasma
Shahi, 31 in the narrow bad of vegpetation
Bordertng the luka vn the tight of the dravnmg
The Fisins of Pert Muohul are perched o the firse
af the mounisin spurs which sueen down to
thie Lake, while Shalumar Bagh s rucked
beilrimd the foot of the fourth spur

The rectunguiar-shaped land in the centre of
rhe picture i muas-made aand bs ¢iven over to
marke? pardening. Srinagaris on the left, with
Abdar’s fore rizing above i on the rocky
eminence of Hari Parbat.

COLOUR FLATES
Rice terracet in Kashmir

Vernag, Koshmir, lenumersble corp
surirn in the octagonal pool,
HY

Magnificently sited within a 10tal landscape of superb quality,
the impact made by the gardens of Kashmir is withour parallel, but in
studying the whole Mughul tradition they must be seen in relation
to the gardens of the plain. The earliest of thess pre-date the Kashmir
gardens, others are contemporary while same are Later. The essential
difference s not one of time or of authorship but of site and climate.

Tio the men trom the northern mountains, summer in Kashmir was
bliss but life on the hot plains of Agra and Delhi was penance.
Babur expressed his despair of Agra as a site for a garden which
sounds strangely 1o us as we Jook at the glovies of his great-great-
grandson's Taj, or even when we enjoy the more modest peace of his
own Ram Bagh. But this again i5 4 measure of the Mughuls’ greatmess
as garden-makers, When they were glven the natural paradise of
Kashmir, they responded to the full. but when conditions were not
there, they could still create their own paradise,

In the gardens of the hot plains ks again seen the walled protection
against the outside world which was a feature of the original para-
dise gardens — a separation from the surrounding landscape, dis-
carded in the kinder lind of Kashmir. Yet the feeling for site Is still
there. The river terraces of the Taj and the Forr ac Apra are magnifi-
cently conceived, as one looks across fram one to the other over the
wide bends of the river Jumna,

These gardens of the plain also show a more rigid adherence to the
paradise pattern than the freely adapted gardens of Kashmir, The
changes of level, the natural setting, which inspired the latter, are
replaced by a rellnement of design, precious materials and skilled
warkmanship, They are self-contained and In the main in-looking,
except lor their views across the river. The gardens In the Forts, at
both Delhi and Agra. bad to provide for the secluded a5 of
the ladies of the Courr. Women as strong minded and well loved as
Nur Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal could be trusted to ensore that
everything possible should be done 1o make their dwelling a place
of delight,
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Water, cool breezes, beauty everywhere. views over the river,
i certain Intricacy within the bullding complex which gives maxi-
mum freedom of movement within conlined space. are all here.
remindscent of the conrts of the Alhambra built by the Arab con-
querors of Spain some two hundred years eardier for & similar
purpose and in the same Persian Islamic tradition

The Mughuls could ¢laim that they understood the very roots of
garden design They combined strength of composition with 4
fecling for the site. and creuved their gardens for the pleasure of
living, in whatever place and clrmate they found themselves. They
knew how to muke the best use of restricted space when necessary,
yet could leap the boundaries s effectively a8 Willlam Kent when
opportunity offered [There ix bn fact o most skilfully contrived ha-ha
in the gardens of Achabal.] Their chiolce of material and workman
ship was superb, They understood and used their native flom,
creating gardens which were & reflection of both thelr way of life
and the ¢onditlons of their country
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Howsebodts mear Srnagar. The imemeadiare
rnuncatns are gretle. bur bevovnd theem atamds
un encrrciing ring of sme=rovered ranges. The
Himnitpd band-gpare Aetuwen mumndom and loke
ertcodrrages fall e of the warer marging

COLOUN PLATE
Abdar leaving Agro by boat, ¢ 1598,




THE GARDERS OF MUGFIUL INIHA

As m all distinctive epochs of ant, the Mughul gardens passed
from a strong, primitive beginning in Babur's Ram Bagh through the
vital and creative phase of Jahangir's Shalamar to the calm perfection
of the Ta) Mahal. followed by the inevitable decline Bur after the
creative force of the Mughul garden-makers was spent their
influence continued. When Aurangzib finally reversed the religious
tolerance iniviated by Akbar, and drove the Hindu artists from his
vourt, they were welcomed and employed by the Rajputs. who
inherited a part of the Mughul-Perslan culture together with the
Perslan court language. They were wise enough to sppreciste the
virtues of the lormal garden of frrigation In combating the heat of
India by the use of wide canals. At Deeg, In 1725, the Rajah of
Hharatpur laid our a garden embodying the paradise tradition s
adapted to the hot land of Hind. So well attuned 1o the Indian
clitmate and way of life Is this rraditlon that one may hope to see t
undetpo a new renalssance.

The years between Babur's invasion of the Punjab in 1320 and the
deposition of Shah Jahan in 1658 roughly span the finest age of the
Mughul gardens which, curiously, comcides with great epochs of
garden-making in other parts of the world. Villh Lante. representing
the height of the Italian Renslesance gardens, was buill [n 1564,
during Akbar's reign, and Le Nbtre began his great parden at
Vauwx-le-Vicomte, in 1658, four years after the completion of the Ta|
Mahal, n England Montacute is reseniative of sevemeenth-
eentury gardens and Its gazebos recall those in Rashmir, In the Far
East also, the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries saw the greatest
period of the Jupanese trudition, which culminated in the perfection
of the Katsura Imperial Villa at Kyoto,

Each of these expressions of the garden Ideal evolved fram the
Individual characteristics of the prople who made them and of the
lands in which they arose Yet the strunds of which these diverse
garden traditions were woven had often crossed each other in the
course of history, and sometimes the original inspiration spramy
from the same source but grew in different directions.

Inspiration born of the pattern of Irrigation s evident in the
ltalian gardens, and 1 3 Jess extent in the French. while a simple
form of the paradise garden appeared in the medieval gardens of
France and England.

Superficially, the Mughul gardens show a considerable resem-
blance o those of the Nalian Renaissance, but there are fundamental
differences. The starting-paint of the Tallan garden i the house,
from which the garden extends out into the landscape. The Mughul
garden on the other hand I 2 dwelling-place in its own right, not
necessarily connected with a house or palace. In Kashmir 11 is the
surrounding landscape which Is the dominating factor and which is
drawn inwards to the heart of the garden rather than the parden
pressing out into the landscape. While tie use of water as 4 central
theme is shared by Mughuls and ttallans, therr atitude 1o it is quite
differemt. The Mughul relies on the form and quality of the water
isell. keeping that which contains &t simple. In talian gardens, the



watcr gushes from. carved figures and fows into wrotght basing but
the intricate carving of the chadar in the Mughul garden is designed
not lo be seen itsell but to give shape to the falling water. In Italy a
tarch i3 likely to be held aloft by a carved Titan, it India the lamps
ire housed in sconces hidden by the falling water through which the
lighe will shipe.

This difference is partly accounted For by the Mushims’ religious
abjection to the representation of living crcatures, bur it also reflects
the greater oy and veneration for water felt by the Mughuls.

There Is little common ground between the Prench and Mughul
pardens except that they both served as settings for court ceremonial,
with the difference that the Mughul gardens also provided places for
seclusion and informal living The transformation of Lutyens’
‘Mughul’ garden in Delhi when it Is functioning ceremomially, with
red-uniformed guards frming avenues dowi the walks and stamd-
ing ar focal points tw {llumine the design, gives an ldea of the added
richness which count functions must have conferred. especially on
the lirger and more formal :

The pnly similarity between the Mughul garden-makers and their
contemporaries In Japan bs that both loved plams and respected
nature, and were strangly influenced by religion. Bt whereas
Japanese Zen Buddhism worked through the sanctity of living forms,
the Muslim religion stressed geometri form,

The Japanese garden owed distant inspiration tw the Buddhist
temple gardens which had travelled e2s1 from India. long before the
Mughuls® day. This well Uustrates the complex interweaving of
ideas and the cross-fertilization between cultures of different lands
and ages. The seeds of thought are passed constantly from one
nation to another, and when they gorminate into some great ar, the
farm it takes ks dictated by the time. the place and the people.

Of all the great gardens of the world, those nearess 1o the Mughuly’

in form and feeling are the Hispano-Arabic gardens of the Allambra
and Generalife and this suggests that the Persian/Muslim infuences
were for the Mughuls the strongest of all, whatever other strands
were intermingled.
Today, some of the great water gardeny ol the Indian subcontinent
are mere shadows of their former sefves: The causes are many : time,
war, pillage. neglect. thoughtless development. The Shalamar gardens
at Delhi have all but vanished, the water-palace of Pert Mahal lies in
ruing on its hillide above Lake Dal, Aurangzib's daughter and her
gardens are both forgotten. Yet many are still well maintained, and
the restoration of both buildings and parterres has been of o very
high order, In some. the water is of necessity diverted 1o the more
pressing needs of food production. Even so, the diversion is often
only temporary, The lortunate visltor may find the fountains
playing, so that prospect and sound, together with the joy of cool air
in the heat, delight all the senses together, just as their original
designers intended

THE MUGHULS (N INUIA AND EASHMIN
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BABUR 1508-1530

BAGH-FWAFA, KABLL, APGHANISTAN
Ram Bagr, AGRA

Habur, who was to become the first Mughuil emperur, counted bath
Jenghls Khan and Timur Leng among his andestors, A son of 1he
king of Ferghana, a little moumaln kingdom east of Samarkand, his
life was ome of constant warfare. movement, and alternating
victory and defeat. Yet through 1t all. be rentained deeply influenced
by his love of nature, the memory of his early bomes in Ferghana
and Kabul, and by the great impression made an him in his vouth by
the splendours of Herat and Samarkand

Suceeeding to the throne of Ferghana at the age of eleven, Babur
was soon, nominally ot least. ot the head of his armies, and o
fourteen, for a bref period, he captured Samarkand. There followed
seven years of the ebb and flow of war and fortune, unil, within
four months of leaving his homeland of Forghana a5 a Tugitive, he
became king of Kabul There his son Humayun was born: a great
feast was held 1o celebrate the birth, and soon afler, i malse the
standing ol his little kingdom, and a5 a ruler descended Irom Timir
Leng, he assumed the tiile of Padshah or Emperor,

Now, to improve his new kingdom, and with Samarkand always
in his minid, be began to lay out gardens. His favourite, the Bagh--
wala, the Garden of Fidelity, s deseribed in his memoirs, There were
others, such s the garden at lstalif which he bought from its owners,
and refashioned to his own ideas of what was orderly and beautiful
Vigne, visiting Kabul in the middle of the ninctesnth century found
plane trees of Babur's planting still flourishing at his favourite
drinking-place, Khoja-seh-Yeran on the Kabul-Kohista road.

It was from Kabul that he launched his invasions of India, less It
would seem from choloe than from sheer necessity, since Kabul
could not provide the resources necessary to keep his troops pro-
visioned and the riches of Hindustan were legendary, Onoe estab-
lished in Agra. Babur and his men clearly found the heat and
humidity of India trying. He complaing of dust and particularly of
hot winds and regards It as 2 matter ol urgent necessity 1o develop a
new environment. to keep his followers ressonably contemed. In
this water was to play an important part: whether In the garden. In
pools, channels and fountains. or indoors in the form of baths.

‘One ol the great defects of Hindustan Mm lack of running
waters, it coming to my mind that waters Id be made to flow
by means of wheels wherever 1 might settle down, also that
grounds should be luid out in an orderly and symmeteical way,”
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INTIA
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Aimrature of Babur supervising che making of
beis faverersie gorden. the Bagh-+wafu, er
Cranden of Fidelity. The exact location of $he
garden i ancertam. For climane reaams i 1
snlikely tie have been i o megr Kabul 1eeff,
but at & lowvr altitude. Ar Nimia, wear
Feialabad, some 5000 foer [ower down om he
Kabwd rver, gre the rewusns .'.f;f o
unidentified Afugphul porden
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHITL ENIHA

A white marhile mosque, bull iy Shah Sahan
i HEAD, vhands o the terrace betour che tamb,
sumetehar concirscted by the narrow site. fi has
#u[Yered from vandalizm o reoeml years Bt o
ot Bty restaned,

By

Within days of reaching a decision, work would be begun. At least
three great gardens in Agra are attributed w Babur himself: Ram
Bagh. Dehra Bagh and Zahara Bagh, the two latter being for his
daughiers. Buildings of all kinds were Included in the garden-
palaces, topether with wells, reservoirs, aguedncts and bath-
hoises, the latter being provided with hot water. One remiarkable
enterprise was a well containing a three-storeved house: "When the
water is at its lowest, it is ope step below the bottom chamber; when
it rises in the Rains, It sometimes goes into the top storey”. Thus in
the hottest weather, descent to the lowest flsar could offer water and
a cool atmesphere

His followers profited by his oample: 'Khalifa also and Shaikh
Zain, Hunas-[l “all and whoever got land on' that other bank of the
river laid our regular and orderly gardens with tanks, made running
witers also by setting up wheels like those in Dipglpurand Lahore.”

Apart lrom these sites there is evidence of gardens, palaces and
wells extending along the whole east bank of the Jumna river, and
inland to Nunhal and It seems ¢lear that the whole area was the
stretch of ground which “the people of Hind, who had never seen
grounds planned so symmetrically and thus laid out, called the side
of the Jun where (our) residences were, Kabul." There is scope for
further excavation here before all traces of the past are lost

The founder of the Mughul Empite was probably alse s most
attractive character. Capable, like all his successors, ol cruelties. be



wis nevertheless by the standards of his time o bomane and éivilized
matt. He restrained the worst excesses of his troaps, he bullt and
plisrted 25 well as destroyed, be held Feasts, wrote verse. spake both
Turki und Persian, and has left in hiv memoirs a detallad pleture
not oniy. of his campaigns but of his own eojoyment of life in Its
fullest sense. Time and again he refers to the sheer physical joy he
experienced, ofien at periods of extreme danger, In having sur-
aipunted hie difficulries, He had the gift. too, of retaining the
loyalty ol his Inllowers, rare 4t a time when It was considered no
disgrace to sell allegiance to the highest bidder.

When the demands of war allowed iv, be was always ready o
enjoy his pleasures: bunting, drinking-parmies with his friends, and
above all his gardens, Onie at least, exasperated by Intrigues, be
threatened to retive and to live like o hermit in his “Gold-scattering
garden” at Agra.

HARLUR

Babur's omb, Kabul

Babir directad that ket grave shisuld be “open i
the sky. with sa building overit, mo need of a
dove-keeper”. To preveror the tomb, Simvver,
s oprn readrrn stracine hoe eow bees bt
over it. A gurden wilh four terraces turroandy
the tornd, whch i on the topmind terrace bu
one, Hevide i 1 Lhe Lopeh of Babur’s youngest
0w, Hindal, on the top sorruce Hindal™s
daughte les franed. Judas crees flank the
eentral path and stepa. ut the bot i of which
itamir s kuge chenar, But the terraces are
meglecoed and overgroum serh wreds anid wtld
flosers smck s herbuany and cumpanulan
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INIMA

"The Emperor Baber's tomiy i close to the ciry

oo o v s swrrounded by a large parden; the
undertivod of which e farmed by busher of the
Alu-baly, or wild cherry, which here as well a4
in Kabul is plonted for the sake of it wihite
blogsoms,” G 7. VIGNL 183D

&2

He combined two essential qualities for the gardener, 2 natural
affinity with plentd and a dedicsted attention o detall When
fimally sectled to his life in India he still found time to write to his
Governor in Kabul, Khvaja Kilan, with instructions that the gardens
he had planted there should be kept well watered and properly
maintained with flowers. Whatever the matter in hand, whether
compating different ways of ralsing water from & well, choosing
oleanders for thelr colours, or arranging for the Import of frult trees,
he brought 10 the project the same élan and commitment that gave
him his victories in battle

His heart was In Kabul He left explicit directions In his will as to
his burial place. A terraced garden on the slopes of the hill Shah-i-
Kabul, it loaks out over the plains and towards the snows and the
hills which had been his hunting-grounds.

HAGH-I-WAFA. KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

1 laid out the Four-gardens, known as the Bagh-1-wafa, on a rising
ground, facing south, . There oranges, cltrons and pomegranates
grow in abundance . . . [ had plantaing brought and planted there;
they did very well. The year before, I had had sugar-cane p
there; it also did well. . . . The garden les high, has running water
close at hand, and a mild winter climate. In the middle of it. a one-
mill stream flows canstantly past the litthe hill on which are the four
garden-plots. In the south-west part of it there is a reservoir 10 by
10, round which are orange trees and a few pomegranates. the
whole encircled by a trefoll meadiw, This is the best part of the
garden. a most beautiful sight when the oranges take colour. Truly
that garden is admirably situated.”

Omce. resting there upon his way to a campaign, he wrote:
‘Next day | went to the Bagh-i-wafa. Those were the days of the




garden’s beauty; its lawns were one sheet of treloll, its pomegranate
trees yellowed 1o autumn splendoar, their fruit full red: fruit on the
orange trecs green and glad, countless oranges but not yet as yellow
as our hearts desired. . . . The one excellent and blessed content we
have had from the Bagh-i-wafa was had at this time.

It ks perhaps the greatest felicity that the landscape designer knows:
1o design a garden: 10 be forced by circumstance to be absent for
some years, and then to return, to find, as if by magic, thime elided,
ani his ercation come, overnight. to maturity and splendoar, just
as he had first imagined i1.

Kam BAGH, AGRA
Habur's description of the first garden he Laid out on the banks of the
Jumna River is a classic of the transformation of an unfavourable

site,

"With thix ohject in view, we crossed the Jun-water I:;m',l oy losiok
atgudnnfamulsltcwdn after entering Agra. Those grounds
were so bad and m:m:ﬂvcl;!ha: we n'.wnmfd them with a bundred
disgusts and repulsions, S0 ugly and displeasing were they, that the
ides of making a Char-bagh in them passed from my mind, but needs
must! As there was no other land near Agra, that same ground was
takeen in hand a ew days later.

The beginning was made with the large well from which water
comes for the Hot bath, and also with the piece of ground where the
tamarind trees and the octagonal tank now are, that came the
large tank, with its enclosure: alter that the tank and ralar [the talar
is raised on pillars and open in front; it serves often for an audience
hall] in front of the outer residence; after that the private house with
its garden and various dwellings; after that the Hot bath, Then in
that charmless and disorderly Hind, plots of garden were seen laid
out with order and symmetry, with .-.uguhir borders and parterres in
every cornet and in every border rose and marcissus in perfect
arrangement.’

There have been many speculations as to the site of Babur's first
Agra garden. There s evidence that he bullt 3 garden-palace at the
bend of the river, looking southwards across It. and that this was
later completed by his son Humayun Traditionally, this site bas
been known as the Chahar Bagh, and traces of a number of wells and
buildings have been found. The Zahara Bagh too, built for Babur's
daughter Zahara, has some claim to be the ariginal. This was e of
the largess garden-palaces in Agra, lying between the Ram Bagh
and the site of the Chini-ka-Roza. The great octagondl well here
apparently survived until about 1912,

The probability however is that the real site is that of the Ram
Hagh, mighﬂrgtmmwﬁnﬂmdMMmkmnm
Nur Afshan. it Is almost certainly the earliest Mughul garden to
survive in recogstizable form, although much altered since. It could
indeed be described as ‘orderly and symmetrical’. The basic pattern
is one of geometrically laid-out walks, with platforms raised well
above ground-level from which to view the garden. A terrace follows
the east bank of the Jumna, and an It are the remains of two sub-
stantial bulldings. Towards the south, a fine aqueduct and well

o 1000 yds
—
a0 m

Plunof Agra; the principal Mughul gardms
were sited alomy the banks of the Jumma, gl
purricularly along ity nastern curvr.
Key: (1] Rarr Bagh (3] Zahara Bagh
(3] Chini-ba-Roea (4) Wazir Khan b Bagh
(5) Tomb of 'rimad-ud-Doula (8) Agna Fort
{7) Chahar Bagh (8) Mehtab Kius ka Bagh
() Humayue's masgue [10) Neonks vilage
f11) Ta| Mahal.
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Remaing of Zohara Bagh, Agra, musde by
Bubur for ki duughter.
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THE GARDENS OF MUOGHUL INDIA

Above: Ram Bagh, Agra The marmou marer
courses of the early Mughul gundens deripe

Srom Perpom preigatoon, where in the wvalthiee
propéeties the channels beraigteng wnader From the

Jiwldy were e wizk dressed stone o tiles
Trees were plimted im i e Square opening s

Above righy ! From the well in the backgrviing
wstrer iy braught ta the parden by o camal, B
o drekes fo allow irvigation of (he groumial up o
b ievel. v che foreprownd i@ podiormed
chadar. wrehure. dovw whnck wair rippies
Jroums isme eved i ametbee

O i of e rarsed Couewa s i o A5 e
platform, or chaburra, from which che
eemperor could enjoy the spectacle of the spring
dinasomm om the frull treer. The chabutra would
pridably have beew covernd with @ carper and
rich suming to give protectiog from the ma
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survive in 4 good state of preservation. while the waterchannels
throughout are seen in their earliest and purest form, mere runnels to
trrigate the roots of trees. A circular gravel space also Inilicates what
may have been the site of Babur's original octagonal well.

The structures remain, the planting has been much ultcred. Part
of the site ks now In use as a nursery garden and this seems closer (o
the spirit of the original than the later forest trees. At first sight, one
seems lost in winding groves. Yet, once mounted to the platforms, it
s still possible to appreciate the special relationship of the garden
with the sky, and the rapidly changing Indian light From these
platforms, too, the Mughuls would have found It possibie to look
down upon the fruit and Nowers of the original plantings, seated in
spring above a floor of blossom. Little visited today, but alive with
birds and animals — voltures, green parakeets and monkeys — Ram
Bagh s of unique historical interest as the forerunner of the whale
glittering series of Mughul gardens. Babur Is said to have been
:::;d here temporarily before his body was taken to his garden at

Roem Bogh. Pavillon overlook g the river

Jusreriz. This usas part of the avea knouw to the

tocal population a: * Kabul” and there mss
qreece huave bevm mumy xueh porillons lining the
eastern fank of the river

63



THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL IMDIA

Aﬂm{ﬁﬂbm Jakum vt by
youlh, or Suja ) drinking ina gurden
atteaded by @ mumber of brarned e, ane af
wchere i3 plagemy thevin, I the background,
on @ wiile marhle platform under a cannpy, 4
spread the prine's cowch. By Bechitr, from a
royal album snce m the posstsston of the
Emperors fahurgir am. SMM.:{ mistgnly
exvquted betaren 1605 and 1634,
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The Ram Bagh was evidently well maintained in his great-
grandeon’s reign, for Jahangir writes;

‘Om this day I weni round 1o ser the Garden of Gul-Afshan jhhg::]
which s on the banks of the Jumna. On the way raln fell heavily
filled the mead with freshoess and greennces. Pincapples had arrived
at perfection, and | made a thorough inspection, OF the bulldings that
overleoked the river, nooe that | saw were without the charm of
verdiire and Mowing water.”

‘On Wednesday, together with the ladies seated ina boat; T went to
the Nur-Afshan Garden and rested there at night. As the
hhl?idm the establishment of Nur Jahan B.. on Thursday the 4th
she the royal entertainment [in celebration of the commence-
ment af the |6th year of the reign| and presented great offerings.”
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HUMAYUN 1530-1556

Husmavyun's Tome, Devsm

Mirdarure of the Feast of the Birth of
Furmayoun (Mughul, ¢ 1590), The clazsic
Jeazures of Mughul design. the squase tank
with fountarns, the water—coursey, the stone
chabutra, provide the serting for the life and
grovweh and vizality in whick these gardens
ance abpunded. The rich carpet echoes the
spriag flowers, the chenar, the cypress and
canopy provide shade; and while the mmncans,
dancer and jugyler entertoin him the emperor
inspects fus presemes

HE

T have seen few possessed of so much natural talent and
excellence as he, but in consequence of frequent Intercourse with
the sensual and profligate men who served him . . . he had contracted
some bad habits; among these was his addiction w opium. All the
evil that has been set down 1o the Emperor, and has become the
common talk of the people, ls attributable to this vice. Nevertheless.
he waz endowed wltﬂ‘:::c:llmt qualities, being brave in battle, gay'in
feast and very generous. In short, he was a digolfied, stately and
regal sovereign, who observed much state and pomp.’
The Tarikh-i-Rashidi, by Mirza Muhammad Haidar Dughlat.
a cousin of Babur

Of the six remarkable men who succeeded one another in direct line:
a5 Mughul emperors, Humayun was the weakest link. Born in 1508,
within ten years of his sccession. he had lost almost all Babur's
empire, and was in flight from his enemies at the time of his son's
birth. Crossing into Persia, he appealed to Shah Tahmasp for help.
Here he was generously recelved, Indeed féted, and in due course
provided with fresh troops. Eventually, after various campaigns. he
recovered his losses, finally entering Delhi once again as emperor.

A mixture of courage and indolence, he failed to exploit his
successes in battle and threw away his opportunities, to indulge
instead in long bouts of feasting and drinking or in his greatest
interests, dress and ceremonial.

His halfsister, Gulbadan Begam, describes his amusemenis In
detail in the Humayun-nama. On the river bank at Agra he st up the
House of Feasting, or Mystic House. The design shows the Mughul
preoccupation with octagons which was 1o be expressed in his tomb
and later, with even greater distinction, in the Taj Mahal. The
principal room was octagonal; within ft was set an octagonal water
tank and, in the centre of this, a platform of the same shape, spread
with Persian carpets, On the platform sat graceful and decorative
young men and girls together with musicians Boats, (o0, were
decorated. possibly to sall on the tank, one cven having a garden,
with ‘amaranthus and cockscombs and larkspur’.

Here, siys Guibadan, the fancy once took him to say to his
hostess *"Dearest lady, if you approved, they might put water in the
tank”. She replied: “Very good" and went herself and sat at the top
of the steps. People were taking no notice, when all at once the 3p
was turmned and water came. The ie very
excired. His Majesty said: “There mmiﬁfchfyw will eat 3






THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INTHA

pellet of anise and a bir of comfit [to prevent a chill] and come out of
there.” Upon this everyote who would eat the comiit came out
quickly. The water was a5 high s thelr ankles To end the story,
everyanie ate the comilt |ma’jin] and all came out.” Here, evidently,
was a prototype of that classic garden conceit. the water joke.
evoking comparizons as far apart as Hellbrunn in Austria and Wilton
House, Salisbury, where at one time visitars exambniog statuary in g
grotto were suddenly drenched In water. More than the comfits were
provided for the young people in the tank: they recelved 4 generous
share of gifts and ceremonial robes.

Jewelled thrones: with golden hangings and strings of pearls

provided the setting. Feasts on a splendid scale were held, 1ogether
with the giving and recelving of presents. This latter custom, to
Indians & traditional ceremony, was often misunderstood by
Europeans, who supposed It to be in the nature of a bribe. Much later,
Tavernier, & French jeweller in indis during the reign of Shah
Jahan, wrote:
"Whoever he be that crave Audience ol the King, ask him in
the first place, where the Present is which he intends lor the King;
and examine whether [t be finting to present to his Majesty, For ng
man must come Into his presence empty-hunded, though It be an
tonour dearly purchas’d.”

Elsewhere In the palace were the Houses of Dominion. Good
Fortune and Pleasure. devoted respectively 1o the ams of war,
literature and love.

Ritual was all-important. The emperor sef up seven halls of
audience. named after the seven plinets, and would only transact
business appropriate to the day of the planet. Sundays and Tuesdays,
the days of the Sun and Mars, were for affairs of State: Mondays and
Wednesdays for pleasure. while Priday was for councils and
ussemblies.

All this reveals yet anather aspect of the Mughul passion foe
order;, symmetry and a mystic relationship with numbers, It s In
complete contrast to the Hindu art of the conquered territories, with
its organic character and Intricate rendering of natural form. When
Babur visited Gwalior, with its temples and palaces, he was 50
shocked ai their nature that be ordered some of the sculpture to be
destroyed,

Humayun evidently completed and lived in one of Babur's
girden-palices at Agra, but he was himsell comparatively un-
interested In gardens, Although from time to time he visited his
orange gardens, making long journeys to the mountain passes to do
50, he had none of the passionate Interest in horticulturs which
distinguished his father and his grandsom,

He is commemorated in his tomb at Delhl, perhaps more splendidly
than the facts warrany. He had entered the city as 4 conqueror i
July 1555, Six months later. ulmost to the day, while descending
from the roof of the Sher Mandal in Delhi, he beard the muezzin
sound the call 1o prayer, Stopping immediately, he knelt upon the
stairs. As he rose his staff slipped. He became entangled in his robe
and fell, receiving Injuries from which he died a few days later,
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Humavun s ToMme, Darm

This was one of the i garden tombs, of whic h the Mughul period
produced s many ﬁpjrminl f'A.l.11"|'|.1',r:l. and I8 Huomayun's great
memorial (begun e, 1960, completed 1573).

These. In their owner's Wetimo, (ollowing Tartar and Mongol
tradition, were places of resort and pleasure, and noblex, as well as
i ol rr-}-,][ hlood. tried to outdo ope anather in their mqgmri- = T
At desth, the ceniral P-'v:l]r-n became the mausolewm smd the =ite
wias handed over 0 the care of holy men, This was perhapa not
whollv unconnecied with the fiscal system which presently
developed under Akbar and which amounted 8 completely
comiiscatory death duty. The '.l.'{-_;lrh_v. therelore spemt in their lile
time what otherwise at death would paws to the emperor

Built by his widow, Hajl Begam, Hunuyun's tomb ks 3 remarkable
example of that contrast of red sendutone and white marble which

Huomayan's tomibe arvs freen e Bask. The
fowinh g4 Pl oof f.:rl:.]"“!.. roud sumudstone. wilh

drezrimey of witice Makrang muririe
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Hu.'l'l'l‘..ll'yuﬂ':\' torrida: @ large well atbaihed G the
nurth gatewuy provided a head of water for
the gorden.

Below @ owie of the fntersavtions

The foar main parternes are subdiesded by
minor causeways imta sredller plada (12 4 all)
The croaines of these couteusyn are
rotphasized by challow tanks and platforms,
and ar each fall of the grownd bevel the chammely
ary provided with scalloped red tandstons
chutes.” ARCHAEOLOUICAL SUAVEY OF
TRD1A
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wis 10 become @ recurrent theme The surrounding layout was
probably begun in his Lifetime and It is the carliest Mughul garden
plan known to survive without aiteration, A parterre rather than a
garden, it takes the char-hagh motive and enlarges and repeatsit in an
intricate pattern, almost wholly two-dimensional and strongly Persian
in character, The channels and tanks have the depth of mere engrav-
ings. but minute differences of level are created In order to exploit
the ripple of water, which was lifted from great wells outside the

The parterre is in a good state of restoration, although the flowers,
most of the trees and above all the water {tself which ance decorated
Itare lacking. But the plan is on sn impressive scale, and it is arguable
that its simplicity sets off, better than any planting, the tomb itself. a
mass of glowing complicated colour on its monumental quartzite

HUMATUN

Plon of Humayin's tomb, " The garden i a
purvly Prrsian fearure and t5 the earlies estamt
| gririden i fradia still preserving

. eriginal form. The couseways. 41767 mwndth,
are

wth marrom wxiter chanmely oy
thecentre. . the ancestors of the broad camals
characteriatic of the kaser Mughol pardens.”
ARCHAFOLOGICAL SURYEY orF ixDiA
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AKBAR 1556-1605

Hari PARBAT AND Nastit BaGil Kasimim

AKBAR'S TOME, SIKANDRA

Akhar's empire at ks death m 1605,

O ki acvexsinn im | 56 Akbar's acrual’

[ were fimited to a few districes of
the Pumjad, although ke had recetved pledges of
tayalty fromm chiefs in certein other parts of the
Purjab and from the Governor of Deiki. In the
4% pears of hix rergn fus empire grow o reach
acrosy mare bhae half India. His firs
congueszs extended it up to the wall of the
Himalayss, from the borders of Kasimir
sourh-eastwardy co Allababad. Finally i
stretched frovm Baluchizton and Kaghmir i
the north-west to the Decegn iy the south, and
to the [ridian Ocean im the By of Bengal.

(ppowte:

Fustedpure Stkre. Miniatiare of the brikof
Prinve Aurad at Fatekpur Sobel. I room an
the right, astrologers are seon casting the
child's horocaips,

4

The great Akbar was born at what must have seemed an Inauspicious
moment, when his father, stripped of all his possessions, was tem-
pirarily a refugee i the little principality of Umarkhot. Yet it is said
that when Humayun saw his son’s horoscope. he leaped with joy.
The years were indeed to justify such a prophecy.

in Akbar the Mughul Empire found, for the first time, a man able
to weld the gains resulting from his conquests Into 4 unified and
viahle whaole, %o that his successors were in a position to administer.
1o cansolidate and to cultivate the arts, secure in the knowledge that
their achievements would not disintegrate behind them each time
they were called away to some rebellious provioce, In some part this
was due 1o the sound and practical government already established
in the east by Humayun's great adversary, Sher Khan, but primarily
to Akbar’s personal qualities of greatness, Unable throughout hislife
to read J,ndP:ril.:. and 4% a young man almost exclusively occupied
in spart. be cambined courage and statesmanship with a religious
and racial tolerance hitherta unknown. As part of his policy of
conciliation, he married a princess of Jaipur, Jodh Bai, who became
the mother of Jahangir, and he took Hindus into his service in many

ities, In architecture, especially, their contribution was a
notable one. giving the bulldings their own vivid Mughul-Rajput
character,

Two great projects of his time were the city of Fatehpur Sikrl and
the Fort at Agra. The former, a city of palaces and gardens, was built
at the shrine of Sheikh Salim, who had foretold the birth of his sons,
and where his son Prince Salim. afterwards the Emperor Jahangir.

‘was born. A walled city, with an artificial lake to the north-west, it

was provided with a complex system of reservoirs and Persian
wheels for the supply of water. It had already fullen into muins in
Akbar's lifetime. when he moved his court elsewhere, but part has
since been carefully restored. Various reasons have been put forwand
for its desertion; that the situation was unhealthy, or that the water
supply was inadequate, It fs said that the dam of the lake actually
gave way while the Emperor and his friends were playing cards on
the bank. and the party narrowly escaped drowning.

A1 Agra, much of Akbar's work in the great city fort was replaced
by his grandson. Shah Jahan, but the magnificent walls remain intact
to the present day. A builder rather than a gardener be had, never
theless, some hand In the making of gardens. and had trees and
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL ININA

Fard Parbat, Srenagar. Akbar's forr, seen
woross s Mo

Opposite: Akbar, inan elephant [iphi,
pursues his nival gomss a brudge of bois.
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fowers of all kinds imported and planted at Agra and Fatehpur Sikri.
A description survives of one ol his Agra gardens:

"The Gardens about ﬁﬂ:m many, but the cheilest are Darree @
baug (Dehira Bagh) and King Ecbars on this side the river, and Mootes
ca Baag on the otherside, the latter built by Nooremahol . . . In some
little groves of trees, as Apple trees (thos scarse) Orenge Trees,
Mulberrie treey etis. mongo trees, Caco (cocoanut) trees, Figg trocs,
Plantan trees (bananas) 13:::!3 latter in rancks, as are the Cipresse
trees. Ins other squares are your flowers, herbes, etts,, whereol Roses,
Marigolds (thels scarse only in Mootee ca Baag) to be seen; French
Marigolds aboundance: Poppeas redd, carnation and white; and
divers other sortes of {alre Rowers which we knowe not in our parts,
many growelng on preftie trees. all watered by hand in tyme of
drought. which is 9 moneths in the yeare.”

The Travels of Peter Mundy

Mare sighificant, however, in its effect on the art of garden design
was Akbar’s conquest of Kashmir, At their first attempt in 1585 the
Mughul forees were unable to penetrate much beyond the borders of
Kashmir, lirgely because they underestimated the difficulties - cold,
snaw, and the scarcity of provisions. They were farced to agree o4
compromise peace: Yusuf Khan should remain the Ruler of Kashmir,
while Akbar figured upon the coins and in the official prayers.






Fasehpur Sk, The Turkish sultana’s house
usith phe chaman ronk in the foregrousl,

Oppodite:

A royed progress o Lake Walar, Kasherr
The s Tipdion dbowe the emperor’s head
prads ‘Abbar’, but the features are those of
Jahangr, When Akbar visized Kaghmir,
Abu-I-Fazl urote: "As o thls country there
usrr more chan 30,000 boars bt rane f5t for
rhe wworfds [ord, able artificers soon prepared
riwer palaces, amd made ffower gardens om the
verface of the waler
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Saffron, always an Important crop in Kashmir, was to be the
empernr’s

Soon, however, the Kashmiris, feeling themselves secure In their
rii'lg of mountaing. were s]ippmg back into their old ways:

"H.M. addressed himself anew 1o the conquest of the country . . . 8
meeting of astrologers was held, and a close investigation of the
horoscope of the year and of the state of the constellations was made,
The diagrams showed that if some energy was exerted the conquest
would be quickly made.*

This time the campaign was pursued In earnest. A large force was
despatched through Bhimbar and Rajauri, and after snowstorms and
bitter fighting in the passes, the Mughul armies finally won 4
decisive battle In October 1586. Three vears later, Akbar s21 oul o
visit Kashmir fior the Mirst time, ukmg the route through Bhimbuar
and the Pir Panjal passes. The whole journey from Lahore to Scinagir
ook about six weeks and was made in summer. Five thousand men
in all, labourers, stone-cumters and miners, were sent off’ in advamnce
to improve the road and, in spite of deep snow on the passes, the
crossing was salely accomplished

Once arrived, the emperor could enjoy to the full the delights
Kashmir has to offer. River paluces, floating gardens and more thana
thousand boats were prepared in his honour and he made what mus!
have been a splendid progress on the water. This was in a tradition
which survives to the present day, for many of the Lake Dal houss-
boats carry gardens, and considerahle crops, such as melons and
tomuatoes, are grown on the floating islands,
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The frmperéal tenty. These shiw u remarkabic
affimity with the mosques ard masinessehi of
Isfihan, Drawings by M. Rlechmann
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In ull, Akbar visited Kashmir three thmes. He seems especially to
have enjoyed the autumn colour and the saffron felds, and visited
the spring at Achabal, already a place of pilgrimage He found 2
richly fertile country, with abundant sunshine. The clear cut pro-
gression of seasons.: spring with its wealth of flowers, the generously
productive summer, the blazing trees of autumn and the sparkling
snow scenes of winter: all combined to make of Kashmir what Akbar
amce called his private gardim. To this was now added the genius of
men and women with & passion (or the making of gardens, and with
wealth and power ai their disposal to carry out their wishes.

The journeys of the Imperial Court to Kashmir are celebrated, and
at the halting-places which became established on those journeys,
gardens were laid out: Wah Bagh, Rajauri and many others lie along
the route, comparatively littde visited today and some In ruins, But it
was above all at Srinagar. the natural heart of Kashnir, the objective

- | of the journeys, that the finest gardens came into being, Lake Dal,

Top, the Bargah. Lejt, the fruashyanah Manil
o so-stereyed house. | ey ol the window

of this that the emperor showed himself to

his Cirart cack morning. Righy centre, top, &
Chobin Ravweail typiad of the haresn tenty,

Top rimye, parisas tenfs Cenire. the Sarmpandah
and Gulbadar floored with carpets. Befous the
Namgirah. or dew catcher, wrth carpet amd
pillow. Here the emperer st ia the evening
and only those highest in kis favous uere
aufrmeriedd 1o ity presenar.

L

with Its ring of mountaing, ko snow from October to May. the two
hills of Hari Parbat and Takht-i-Suleiman rising dramatically from
its shore, the bunds and 1slands of earlier provenance, offered an
almost unlimited choice of splendid sites. All round the lake shore
are traces of ald Mughul gardens, while the map Is litered with their
names. A count taken in Jahangir's time showed over seven hundred

" afthem. Akbar's own contributions to Lake Dal were the fortress of

Hari Parbat and the garden-palace of Naxim Bagh.

In a life of movement, it is not surprising to learn that the emperor
devoted a good deal of thought to the comfort and organization af
journeys, whether for pleasure. ¢r with his troops. Once agdin, the
niling passion was for arder, and some of these temporary encamp-
ments must have been of surprising beauty. Men and material in vast
quantities would be sent off 1o prepare the site in advance, and the
site itself would be carcfully chosen 1o be agreeable. We read of 2
hundred elephants, five hundred camels, fve hundred escorting
troopers, and nearly two thousand men employed in all capacities to
set up the camps,

First there would be 4 large enclosure, capable of being locked,
with at one end a pavilion for worship and for morning greetings. for
it was essential that the emperor should show himself daily 1o his
subjects, Next came apartments for the harem and tents for the
servants. Beyond this was a succession of open spaces and enclosures,
all to prescribed dimensions, culminating In the grand hall. which

be floored with s many as a thousand carpets, where the
Imperial avdiences. were held. The materials were sumptious,
brocades, velvets and embroideries, protected by awnings of canvas
and waxcloth. Over it all was set a grest lantern, the Akas Diya, some
forty yards high and guyed with sixteen ropes, to [lluminate the
camp from afar. Engravings show that these temporary buildings
have a strong link with Persian designs: they might almost be a
stage equivalent of the real thing: mosques, arcades and pavilions of
all kinds. The Shah of Persia‘s tents at the 1971 Perscpolis celebra-
tlons were in the same tradition,



Plem of tents, shourmg how the emperme  camp et arrampad



The Friday Mosguer, [efahan There seemed pa limit to Akbar's energy and inventiveness, He
ardered the translation of Babur's memoirs from Tarki into Persian,
and engaged the finest artists of the day o lllustrate it; he collected a
huge library; although unable himself to read. tutors expounded the
books to him, while wrilers waited at hand to take down his own
words. 1t i also thanks to him that we have such a detailed and lively
pleture of his own times. He commissioned from the Persian Abu-l-
Fazl both the Akbar-nama, a history of hisreign, and the Ain-i-Akbari,
covering every aspect of life from court ceremnonial to weights and
measures. He designed Uluminations; he engaged throughout his
life In spart of every kind to the paint ol recklessness, from water
fowling to polo and elephant-fighting. All this was peripheral fo @
lifetime devoted increasingly 1o the business of government . We are
told that he devoted sixteen hours a day to state affairs. A clue to it
all s perhaps given by his biegrapher in the Aip-1-Akhari; ‘the
Emperor never wasted a moment of his time

i the 15th of Oetober 1605 Akbar died in the (ortress at Agra.
He was buried just ouside the city at Slkandra, where the South
Gate bears the inscription

Theseare the gardens of Eden, enter them to live for ever, H;
|



HARI PARBAT AND NADIM BAGH, KasHMin

Akbar's fortress of Harl Parbat dominates Srinagar and the lake As
it exists today. probably anly the outer walls date from his time. He ks
said 10 have imported some two hundred stonemasons from India to
build the fort, since masonry wis litthe understood at that time In
Kashmir. The works also apparently provided & kind o unemploy-
ment_relief, since ‘A grest many persons also got their livelihood
from the building of the fort. By means of the pay for their labour,
thiey wore brought out from the straits of want.”

The presem fort, of eighteenth-century construction, contains 2
complex of galleries fram which there are superb views over the
surroundiog countryside. A small temple, ‘2 courtyard, and the
remalns of what would appear to be a water garden may also be seen,
and in the spring the rools are carpeted in irises,

The hill of Hari Parbat is linked by a canal 1o Lake Dal, the head of
the canal being marked by a chenar tree of immense dimensions. one
of the largest in Kashmir, On the west bank of the lake lies Akbar's  jpogsehigss ar Srinagur. My, ke this one,
other legacy 10 Srinagar, the garden of Nasim Bagh Fortress and  corry geniens
garden-palace were thus linked in a very practical way: it is sthll said
locally that when times were peaceful Akbar and his [mllowers lked
10 Tive at Nasim, but when danger threatened they were able to move
up rapidly to the fort '

Nasim Bagh, the Garden of the Breezes, with Its eastern aspecy and
bivad shallow terraces rising from the take, must always have been a
place of coolness and refl 1. From here too, the early snows on
the mountains opposite are visible. Little remains today of the
original work, except for some terrace walls and the rulns of some
small bulldings near the lake.

The lake-side palace described in Jahangir's memoirs may well
have been Mashm Bagh
" The lake Is close to the fort, and the palace overlooks the water.

In the palace there was a little garden, with a smmall building Init in
which my revered father used constantly to sit. At thiv period it Plamof Nasim Bagh,
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Naxrm Bagh, Lake Dal, Kosbhmie. The groat
black of ehenars plavyted s Shak Sahin's time
stundy our clecrly ooross the lake, For
cenfuries chenars could be felled ondy wrth
reivel permissiog.

Opposite: Akbar’s comb, A sbetck by Peter
Murdy of the Eust India Company, dated
about 1612, indicates the richmesy of the
onginal planting. Some of the arefiferturad
features differ from the present porden and
therr i5 mo trace of the digponils running
tnwards from the cormers of the enclostag wall,
bz ot seems prodable thae Musdy oslp bod o
plimpse of the tormb. which was sucred and ol
usnally seem by Europeans
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appeared 1o me 10 be very much out of order and riinous its
neglected state did not appear right to me. 1 ordered Mu'tamid K.,
who s a servant who knows my temperament, to make every effort
to put the little garden in order and repair the buildings. In a short
space aof time, through his great assiduity, it acquired new beauty.

In the garden he put up a lofty terrace 32 yards square, in three
divisions, and having repaired the building he adorned It with
pictures by master hands and 50 made It the envy of the picture
gallery of China. 1 call this garden Nur-afiza [Light-increasing]-

“This year in the litile garden of the palace and on the roof of the chie!
misique, the tulips blossomed luxuriantly. '

Later. in Shah Jahan's time the site of the garden was planted out
with hundreds of chenar trees, on a regular grid. Bisected by 2
modern road, and with various buildings scattered through it, 1t I
hard to read the overall plan. But seen from a boat. well over into the
Lake, Nasim Bagh Is deeply impressive, The great block of trees, four
squitre almost as (I hewn from musonry, is duplicated in the still
water of the lake, an immobile piece of geometry set in a matrix of
ever-changing clouds and water

Masim, earliest of the Mughul gardens in Kashmir, was a place for
living in, and as the country took hold upon the Imagination and
affections of succeeding generations, Nasim was followed by a series
of gardens which weee primarily summer homes. It is in this that they
differ so profoundly from the gardens of the Indian plains which
were, in the main; settings for stupendous buildings



AKDBAR'S TOMI, SIKANDRA, NEAR AGRA

The greatest of the Mughuls is buried at Sikindra, that immaeise pile
of bullding, storey piled on storey, 8 maze of turrets and staircases
leading to white cupalas with views of the limitless plains beyond,
the whole set upon 3 base plan of classical simplicity.

A walled enclostire, something over two thousand feet in each
direction, is divided symmetrically by the mausoleum at the centre,
liito the four-fold plot of Babur's Bagh-i-wafa, the Garden of Fidelity.
The tomb stands on 3 raised platform from which four wide cause-
ways. ralsed above the surrounding ground level lead to four gate-
ways. Three of these are stage set-pieces, fur entrance is by the
south gate. but the pattern of the walks is virtually identical. Four
tanks set in the centre platform supplied water to the narrow runnels
down the cutseways, while a second tank breaks the perspective in
each causeway,

The plan is exact. geometrical; dimension repeats dimension, and
the whole is finely proportioned to set off the great 1omb within Jt,
This 18 a garden which needs its trees: cypress. pine, plane and palm,
for the buildings would be oppressive without them especially now
that the irrigation is lacking.
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Akbar’s somb at Sikandra, mear Agra; plan
The entrance Lo the toomb, wisich 13 belon
ground level, is shoum dotted.
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The mausoleum was begur in Albar’s lifetime and completed after
his death by his son Jshangir Relations between father and son were
ofteéd strained and difficult, since Jahangir was a man of violent
temper, much given to both drink and opium, while Akbar's long
reign had left him impatient to enter his heritage. Jahangir himself
refers in his memales to the bullding of Sikandra, and describes how,
after his father's death, and while his own attention was diverted by
*the affair of the |ll-starred Khusran® [Jahangir's son, Prince Khusrau,
wha rebelled and was later put to death) the architects wenr thetr
own way, and upon his return much of their work had to be dis-
mantled and begun anew

When the hullding was complete, Jahangir returned to demonstrate
his filial piety, and to observe the necessary ceremonial connected
with it

"On Thursday, the Ist of the Divine month of Aban, | went on o
pilgrimage (o the mausoleum of the lite King [may the lights of
Allah be his testimony| and rubbed the head 1.1% supplication on the
threshold, the abode of angels . . . All the Begams and other ladles,
having sought the blessing of éirculiting round thist shrine, which s
the circling place of angels, presented offerings

Om the eve of Friday, a lofty assembly wis held of the holy men,
the turbaned people [ecclesiastics, etc.] Huffax [those who recite the
Qoran|. and singing people, assembled In aumbers and practised
ecstasies and rellglous dancing, . .

The buildings of this blessed mausoleum have been made very
Iofty.’

Akbar’s ormotaph ta placad upen thr topmogs
storey, exacely abote the actual tomb

A



JAHANGIR

SHALAMAR BAGH, EAsHMIR
ACHABAL, KASHMER
VERNAG, KASHAMIN

KISHAT BAGH. KASHMIR

Tre Tomp oF
I'TiMAD-UD-DVAULA. AGRA

Wan Batn, Hassan ARDAL
RAawALPING

Esisnau BAGH, ALLATIARAD
LAKE PALACES, UDAPuR

SHAHDARA, LAHORE

Portrait of Jahangir {the *World-seizer’),

hemeatk the ax s Jarge fish {If waya populur
Jslaemic motion that the earth was

by great fick), The chaun suspendad from the
favelin prodably represented the chain of
battlementy of Agra fore, so thar the oppressed
ke aniract hls atrentian

1605-1627

The Emperor lshangir is the central ligure in the garden art of
Kashmir. He was the eldest of Akbar’s three sons, the princes Salim,
Murad and Daniyal, who were hall-brothers. History paints an un-
attractive picture of them charged with drunkenness, cruelty and
guile, and they appear 1o have spent much of their time platting to
supplant encanother, and even on occasion thelr father,

Babur had inherited at the age of eleven. Akbar at thirtecn. but
Prince Salim was thirty-six before his accession as emperor. His.
father distrusted him and ss a result kept him closely in attendance.
Akbar's lively curiosity led him into the most remote corners of his
possessions and there, willingly or unwillingly, for much of the time
Prince Salim had to follow. So, over 4 long period of time, father and
son came to share in many enterprises,

Jahangir's memoirs are perhaps interesting above all for their
continuity. They trace his developing skill. not only as a garden-
maker, but also as a plantsman and in the understanding of nature
a5 3 whole. Covering some eighteen years, they show him lirstas 2
prince, accompanying his father to Kashmir: visiting the saffron
fields, filled with wonder that the flowers should come before the
leaves; The autumn exceeds his : he hopes onc day. 10
see the spring. . . . 5o began what was to be a life-long arachment:
‘Jehan-Gulre became %0 smorous thereof, thar he could pot leave It7
and often said, he would rather Jose all his Empire. than Kachemire

First under Akbar’s tutelage, then in his own right as emperor, We
follow the evolution of the . Finally his own son, Khurram.
later the Emperor Shah Jahan, joins him in the finest and most
muture of his achievements, the Shalamar Bagh In Kashmir.

Here was the other side of Jahangir’s strange dual nature: his love
of Kashmir, his talent for the ial of 2 site, and a passion [or
plants and flowers which recalled Babur's, All these were 1o {ind
expression through the strongest emotion of all, his Jove for the
woman he married comparatively late in life, the Persian Nur Jahan,

She began lifeas Mihir-un-Nisa, born in Kandahar of exiled parents
A popular legend tells how she was already sed to
when the young Prince Salim’s choice fell upon her. Akbar refused
to allow his san to Intervene, and she was duly married and became
the mother of a daughter. So far the tale is almost certainly
Ik seems clear, however, that at some her husband, Sher
Afgan, for guite other reasons. became inconvenient to Jahangir.
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A pretext was found for his murder and his widow was brought. a
virtual prisoner. to the court. Here she lived for the next few years
upon a tiny phitance. Then, possibly through the intervention of her
brather, Asaf Khan, the emperor determined upon marriape with her.
A remarkable aspect of the whole affair was that by this time she
must have been about thirty-four, an age at which women in Indla
were already considered old.

The marriage took place in spiendour and for the rest of their
lives together he remained devoted to her. 'Before | married her |
never knew what marriage was,” writes Jahangir, and the honours
which he paid her were un ed. She received the titles first
ol Nur Mahal (the Light of the Palace) and then of Nur Jahan (the
Light of the World), and shared every attribute of royaity apart from
the praver for the sovereign.

A woman of great distinction and many interests, she was 4
talented designer, whether of gardens, golden arnaments, or palace
interiors; she arranged great feasts, wrote poems n Persian. On
another level, she cared for the poor and the dispossessed, and made
the cause of orphan girls especially her own.

There seems to be little doubt that she was the directing force
behind the prodigious output of every kind, palaces, pavilions,
tombs and gardens, on which they embarked together. They visited
Kashmir many times, variously described as from six to thisteen. The
visits were long ones, sometimes the whole summer, and the gar-
dens, some of them begun when he was still a prince. were pro-
gressively extended and improved. The royal gardens, Shalamar,
Achabal and Vernag, belong to this period, together with Nur
Jahan's own garden, known as Jarogha Bagh on Lake Manashal
Meanwhile her brother, Asaf Khan, was developing Nishat Bagh,
the largest and most spectacular of all.

Jahangir's memuoirs describe in detall the Mlowers and the feasting,
the minutiae of measurements, the depths of water. the dimensions

‘of a canal. Yet a gap remains; he writes little that is personal. and one

would like to know more of their way of life in the splendid summer
homes that they created. Nor did he neglect the rest of Kashmir. He
had the length and breadth of the country measured, visited the
upland margs, or meadows, where as many as fifty different kinds of
wild flowers were recorded, and made a grand procession by boat to
see the [lluminations for the river festival in Srinagar.

The usual routes into Kashmir were by Bhimbar and the Pir Panjal
passes; or by the Kishan Ganga and Baramula, open a little earlier in
the year. Neither could have been easy, and Jahangir gave Instruc-
tions for the bullding of 2 number of sarais, or resthouses along the
way 'Tor the accommodation of myself and the ladies. for in the cold
weather one should not be in tents”.

He took with him at times some unexpecied travelling companions.
for he had his father’s easy tolerance of alien races and religions.
The ltalian Jesult missionary, for instance, Father de Castro, com-
plains feelingly of the terrors and privations of the journey, whereas
the emperor writes of the beauties of nature which he enjoyed on
the way. Waterfalls especially pleased him immenscly. One he



watched by the hour and at another. at Bahramgalla. he ordered o
verrace to be put up, so that all his courtiers might admire the view,

A perhaps more important visitor was Sir Thomas Roe. Appointed
ambassador to the 'Great Mogul’ by James I, he spent some four
years promoting the cause of British trade In India. The emperor
received him in'great state and took him travelling in his company.
Roe has left a lively account of his adventures, Including a descrip-
tion of the five hundred elephants of the procession, and the loss of
ose of his own pe ponibes toa lion.

Kashmir was r's first love always, but lttle of the émpire
remained unvisited. He travelled to Kabul, to see Babur's gardens
thete, and saw 'no less than seven in.one day. It was & happy, if
exhausting, occasion, for be competed with his courtiers in leaping
streams, and by the end of the day confessed that he had never
walked so far in his life. Bvidently atiracted, he bought land there
soon alterwards, and laid out 4 garden himsell. which he called the
“‘World-Adorning’.

Elaborate arrangements for travel, together with direct personal
rule, meant that the Mughul court and capital tended to be wherever,
for the time being. It suited the emperor, Delhi was not yet the
splendid city it became under Shah Jahan, and Jahangir divided his
time, whent in India, between Agra, Ajmer and Lahore.

In Agra. Babur’s gardens had been maintained in good condition.
while Nur Jahan had approptiated the Nur-Afshan garden for her
own use Here she celebrated the sixteenth year of her busband's
reign. At Ajmer, successive rulers had added their contribution.
Humayun restored the Dargah shrine. one of the holiest places of
the empire; while Akbar built 2 mosque. A place of pilgrimage for
Muslims, Akbar visited Ajmer so regularly from Agra and Fatehpur
Stkri that he set up kos minars, great columns corresponding o
milestones, along the way, Here Jahanglr frequently held court. and
it was here, in 1616, that he first received Sir Thomas Roe.

But it was perhaps Lahore which berame, in a special sense.
Jahangir’s capital since, much further north than Delhi, it shortened
the journey to Kashmir, Parts of Lahore fort are ateributed o him,
including the so-called Quadrangle of Jahangir. Outside the city lay
the woodlands where be loved to hunt. He coukd be sentimental as
well as cruel, and near his hunting-lodge, be built 3 wwer and
drinking-pool for animaly, in memory of a pet deer,

By contrast, at Ahmadabad, in the twellth year of his reign, he
wirote:

‘At this time the gardener represented that a servant of ab
Khan had cut down some charipa trees above the bench alon the
river. On hearing this 1 became , and wemt myself to enguire
into the matter and to exict When It was established
that this improper act had been committed by him. I ordered bath
his thumbs to be cur off as a warning to :

Near Lahore, too, Nur Jahan laid out yet another immense garden,
the Dilkusha a1 Shahdara, Here at the last they were buried;
Jahangir in a tomb of his wife's designing In the gardens themselves,
Nur Jahan and her brother not far away.

JTAHANGIR:



THE GARDING OF MUGHITL INDIA

Beantiful and distinguished, Nur Jakan has pethaps been over
romanticized as Jahangir's beloved empress Her ability, strength of
character and driving smbition made her the virtual ruler of Indla.
More and more. power came to be concentrated in her hands.
Jahangir wrote ‘T have conferred the dutles of government upon her,
i shall be satisfied if | have a ser of wine and hall a ser of meat per
diem.’ He was content to hive it 50; 10 indulge his weaknesses and
enjay his pleasures, while Nur Jahan relieved him of the tedlum of
statesmanship, her father and hrother always at her side. IE little by
little, there was a departure from Akbar's high standards, the
empire renained cohesive, and was 1o 5o do for more than 4 hundred

5,
Yet such was the mystigue vested in the person of the emperor,
that with his death her influence vanished utterly. She and Jahangir
had had no children. but lshangic's younger son, Shahriyar, had
married the daughter of her own first marriage to Sher Afgan. Nur
Juhan made a brief attempt to place him on the throne, but he was
kitled, most likely at the instigation of Asaf Khan, who declared his
layalty to the rightful heir. Nur Jahan herselfl lived on. in retirement
and obscurity, untl the age of seventy-two, a pensioner ol Shal
Jahan

SHALAMAR BAGH, KAsHMIR
In these two or three duys 1 frequently embarked in a hoat and was
delighted to go round and look at the flowers of Phak and Shalamar. .
Shalamar is near the lake. 1t has a pleasant stream which comes down
from the hills and flows into the Dal Lake: T bade my son Khurram
{Shah Jahan| dam it up and make a waterfall, which it would be a
pleasure to behold. This place is one of the sights of Kashmir *
Memuoirs of Jahangir, 1620

“The most admirable of all these Gardens is that of the King, which is
called Chahlimar, From the Lake. one enters into it by a great Canal.
border’d mmﬁfwm.mcmﬂuam_nwmmﬂ_
common paces gudm'rwt:tmhrge Allees of Poplars: It
ludcﬂ'lmm hinet in the midst of the Garden, where begins
another far more magnificent, which runs with a little rising
unto the end of the Garden. Canal i paved with large Free-Stune;
its sloping side cover'd with the same; and in the midst olit, thereisa
lang Row of Jets of Water. fram 15 to 15 foot. There ave also from
space to space. great Rounds of Water for Storehouses,
whence many Jets of Water, variously figured. do spring Ig; And
this Canal at another great Cabinet. which is almost like the finst
These Cabinets, which are in a manner made like Domes, situate
in the middle of the Canal, and encompassed with Water, and
comsequently between those two great Allees of Poplars, have a
Gallery that re round about, and four Gates opposite to one
another; two of which do respect the Alless, with two Bridges 1o
mdﬂ‘mm ane side, and the other an the other; the other two
upon the te Canals Each Cabinet consists of 4 greal
Chamber in the midst of four other lesser Chambers, which are in the
four Corners: All by painted and guilded within, the great Chamber as
well as the little ones, having Sentences with great Letters, In the
Perstan Tongue written upon them, The four Gates are very rich:



they are made of great Stones with two Columns, taken from those
ancient Idol-Temples, ruin’d by Chah-Jahan. The price of these

Stones and Pillars is not well known, nor what kind of Stone
they be: though it appears sufficlently, that “tis a sort of precious

stane finer than Mathle or Parphyre.
Francms Bermber, 1665

Shalamar, most ceélebrated of the Lake Dal gardens. is also the most
sechuled The Joarney across the lake is slow, the boat pushing its
way through the tightly packed lotus. and there Iy time = time to
watch the beilllant kingfishers, to enjoy the reflections In the Lake
and to speculate where Shalamar may lie among the trees on the far
shore. Presently, one enters 3 éanal, flanked o cither side by troes,
with pecaslonal views of the flelds beyond, or the timber houses on
the bank- The perspective narrows. the journey becomes yet slower,
the boat alides imperceptibly toa halt by the roots of 2 grest tree amd
at the head of the canal lies oo of the loveliest gardens of the world




Ve exmperoey ferose ooy frum udrhin the
Dhuigs-i-Am Trjd.'.:_v the uxiter nm‘_\-ﬂuw-. in
spranyg. s the mrou are meliong and the
Efreenes goy prondles,

TAHANGIR

First laid out by Jahangir, and surely much influenced by Nur
Jahan, Shalimar combines & refinement of detall and proportion
with an all-pervading peoce and calm. which yet escapes melancholy
Here is the "paradise within a paradise’. The lake. so recently crossed,
s now invisible, yet very much present in the mind. The mountalm
lie behtnd, yet they do aot tower and dominate as at Nishat Bagh or
Chasmma Shahl. The encirclement 16 gentle, the mountaing glimpaed
only sccasionally betwesn breaks in the trees, Even the linle world
of road and river, seen only from the upper starey of o gazebo, I8
itself a4 socret, enclosed gne. far removed from the busy ricefields and
distant snows which enfiven the view from Achabal

The design is simple. At the head of the garden, the small dyver
from the felds Is diverted into @ broad shallow camal leading to the
wide rectangular basin In which the main Black markle pavition Is
set. surrounded oo ull sides by fountaing and water. Changes of
level are in general slight. and must have been to 8 great extent
deliberately comrived 10 give a sense of containment and repose
Canal, building and plane trees are splendidly related to one another
ity s=ale, and In sutumn, when the trees tom searlet, In colour also

It is this grest pavilion in the zenana garden that provides the
climax ut Shalamer snd seems: ke 8 magnet, to draw the whale of
the garden toits heart —the central point fram which lour vistas open
The impact is through breadth and simpheity, together with an

Sialamir Bagh, Kdalerer
Pl ilrauting the gordes and appronl ¢ wmird
el oo il dls

The Déinus-i-Am, or Hail of Pubiic Andism.
from o waner-calowr bry Comtumcs Vil
Stustrr. e eperor wf on b Mock seirhie

throne above Hthe woler
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Shalamar Bagk, Kashrir

T weater threne in the garden of the
Diusan-i-Khas, or Holl of Private Audience.
T Divean vesel) was almost orrrandy builr
acrues the central cusecele. The comstantly
recurring decoradion of round lozenges on the
stomewenrk yputte poxsifily derves from che log
encdy s rarlicr woodes comttruntions

unerring scnse ol proportion, rather than from aoy high drama o
tour-tle-firrce of constructian

Below, the design broadens, opens more to the sunlight, becomesa
little more sophisticated, the changes in level a little sharper, tll i
finally reaches the Diwan-l-Am, the Hall of Public Audience. where
the emperor sat on his hlack marble throne above the water, which
wats ledd through the butlding to fall in a small cascade into the lowest
Pn-:l. ih‘lgm:ﬂ}' this part of the g;\nlm led dlrn:'l:l_l.' tin the canal, and
the visual scale must have been greatly extended. As in many of the
other gardens, the approach roday has been truncated by 2 modern
road.

It may not be too fanciful here o draw. in one respect a parallet
with Venice. At whitever cost in time, the first approach tn exchi
shold be hy water, since both are works of art barn of water and
both in recollection are inseparalile from the wide translucent waters
aroind them

Historically. the garden is the work of both Jahangir and Shab
fahan. The choice of site was Jahangir's, and Shah Jahan joined him
in the design when be was still o prioce. It was thien known o
Farah-Baksh, the Bestower of Jov, for the name Shalamar s of far
dlder provenance. [t Is said o dite from the reipn of Pravarasena 1,
wha bullt a house here in the sixth century A, r__.,l]]_l_nR It Shalamar.
the Abode ol Love



The black marhie pavilion, tutlr by Shak
Fahom. The orggrad peti would fave sent up
wsliad plurmes of water ruther than spravi

The Mack pasiliom pe Liee punemye, shauring (e
depth af the survounding tant. Ariades unded
the causeungy allow the free mocreweni of wairr
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Shalamar Bagh, Kathmiir

fr, Kashmi
Plur and section af the garden,
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Waier from the cank rowrd the Iack pavifion
nnt ily fatis over a omiral cascade, but b alo
passed through slits at the sidey to create
further expanses of challow water before being
retirned 1o the cmitrad candl

A detanl of paving in the garden of the Hall of
Public Audirmee

102

After his accession, Shab Jaban extended the design to the north
and built the black marble pavilion it the senana garden. The work
was girrded out de 1630 by Zafor Khany the Mughul Governor of
Kashmir. and the new part of the garden was named the Falz-Baksdi,
the Bestower of Bounties. The pavilion with its open sides is possibly
the finest authentic example of a Mughul boradart. althoogh it hes
been much altered. In particular, the dome mentioned by Bernber
has been replaced by a three-tiered rool and the door have disap-
peared | the painted decoration also is mid-nincteenth contury. The
baradaris of the Ana Sagar garden at Ajmer. bullt by Shah Jahan,
deserve comparison. Other changes too have come abour. There is no
trace of the ‘rounds of water’ (ciroular basins) of Bermier's day,
ticither is there the same profusion of fruit as In Mughul times. Once
the garden was full of grapes, apples. almonds and peaches. The
¥ines may well have been tralned on pergolas, for Baron Huepel
mentions such i feature in 1835, although the date of 1is construction
is uncermain. Another lower garden, with connecting water-channels,
was also apparently laid out by Shah Jahan, but po trace of It remaiins,

Less showy than Nishat Bagh, less worldly than Achabal, the sheer:
quality of Shalamar reminds us that here two emperoes contributed
their {inest gifts: Jahangir his flair for site, ond Shah Jahan his
capacity for magnificence in bullding. The same Persian gquolation
appears at Shalamar as a1 the Red Fort in Delhi: ‘[T there be a Paradise
om the face of the carth, it 1s here, it is here, it s here!”

ACTHABRAL, KASHMIR
‘From this stage [Kanabal] H.M. went off on the horse ol fortune 1o
see the fountain of Alanj |Achabal| which is & delightful place for
visitors, and a place of worship of the ancients. There is 2 1implﬂ
reservolr and the water always shoots up |from the earth]. Occasion-
ally a beautiful yelliw spotted lish appedrs, and whenever this
accurs, the year Is reckoned a fortunate one. It appeared about this
time, and cansed great joy'

The Akhar-noema, 1589




‘O Tuesday the 315t pitched at the fountain of Achval. The warer
of this spring Is more p[!r.ml.ful. than that of the other [Vernag| and I
has a fine water fall. Around it lofty plane-trecs and graceful white
poplers. bringing their heads together, have made mctuntmg places
Lo sl bn,

‘As lar as one could-see, in 3 beautiful garden. Jo'forr |Tugeies
pathilal flowers had hloamed, so that one might sy it was a ploce of
Paradise ”

Memoetrs of Jahangr, 1630
Returning from Send-Brary 1 turn’d 2 little aside from the road (o go
and Iye a1 Achiavel. which is a House of pieasure of the anciemt
Kings of Kachemire, and at present of the Great Mogol, That which
ot adorns 1t 15 3 Fountain, the water whereol diffuseth it self on
all sides round about that Fabrick {which is not despicable) and into
the Gardens by an hundred Canaly, It breuks our of the Earthe as if
by sovne violende it #cended up from the bottom of 3 Well, and that

Achabal

A branch of 4 c hemar moerp divies Secide the

greal coooale

[[1]



Achibal, mear Pslamabad, Kastrur. Plan amnd
St

The jide chadury st Achahal roay wed focmn,
erry differens from the silent ripples of Nivhat
o Chaxma Shakl

Dpposite. below: The water gudhes out from
ther sprimg i s wirite plusme ceross the
reserveir abptr the cascade. to build up the
presare for the mocensary head of water for the
wihcle parden. Above | The lmerst brraee.
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with such an sbundance as might make it to be called o River rather
than a Fountain, The water of it is admirably good, and so cold that
one cm hardly endure to hold enes hand In it The Garden it sell &
very fine, there being curious Walks In it, and store of Fruit-bearing
Trees, of Apples, Pears, Prunes, Apricocks and Cherries, and many
jets of waters of various figures, and Ponds ruglemsh'd with Fish,
together with a very high Cascata of water, which by its fall maketha
great Nape of thirty or forty paces long, which hath an admirable
effect, especially in the night, when unider this Nape there Is put 2
great number of little Lamps fitted In holes purposely made in the
Wall; which maketh a curious shew.”
Erumnis Bernier. 1665

Achabal, like Vernag, lies close by the old direct road 1o Srinagar.
where the Vale of Kashmir runs out abruptly to the south, against
the great hills. This was the old Jammu roate, which generations of
travellers and pilgrims had followed, over the difficult roads and
terraced Melds

There were other ways, by Bhimbir and the Pir Panjal passes,
which Jahangir crossed with elephants; and the eusler, longer roule
up the Jhelum valley. Yet there could perhaps be no more dramatic
introduction o Kashmir than these two sites where the water rises
et of the hills with such power.









The sprinp itsell i3 an sncient and sacred one; s original name
being Akshavala, and it had been a place of pilgrimage for centuries.
Akbar visited it. and the excellence of the water was remarked on
by both Abu-1-Fazl and Bermier. This was something to which both
Mughuls and Kashmiris attached greal importance. Jahangle con-
sidered the water of the Lar valley to be the best in all Kashmir and
paid Haidar Malil thirty thosand rupces to bring down Lar wiater
in a camal to Akbar's garden at Scinagar. By contrast. one reason
given for Akbar's early desertion of Fatchpur Sikrl was thar the
wiiter supply there was unsatisfactory

Most Kashmirf gardens are best seen in spring, since the water is
later diverted to feed the ricefields, and the summer vigitor can
sympathize with Asal Khan when Shah Jahan cul off the stream
from his garden at Nishat Bagh. But at Achabal there is water and to
spare. OFf all the gardens, it seems the one most committed to the
putslds world. There is a sense of urgency and abundance in the
water: it glitters in the sun: and both in sound and speed of {low
excels the other gardens as it hurries away to the villages beyend.
From the high terrace. long views open over the fertile countryside
to the snow mountains beyvond. and here, too, the palms snd planes
uof the valley meet the firs and deodars of the hills

The spring pours out at the foot of the hill, for as at Vemag, the
mountaing rise sharply from the plain. Little remains of the pavilion
which once housed the spring. and the water spilly first into a
reservoir and then over the great waterfall which is the climax of the
garden, No other site has so splendid a feature, and it is fortunate
that the intensity of the Mow matches the vigour and imagination of
the design

Achabel

Thir mam _r:.:l:.umulfnrm the tadand; all the
potlfons are Kashmeirl, budlt on the stome
ey of e Irnl-rm_'l .\.IUJ;F_IU.' ufrniTures

Oppesite: Looking throups tie arciouay of (e

miam purirtiiom - the smaller patalios i om an

wfomd reocked by robied wione conwruars The
Joreground fountam jof & mere authentic far

the sy

o7



THE GARIFENT OF MUGHUL INTHA

Avhickai
feanle the camals, solid xione plasfores are se
betwwrnm some of the chenamn

The waterfall is flanked by 1wo small summer-houses. where iy
thundér can be enjoyed in Its fullest intensity, Bermier refers o
Lampes uncler the cascade. These were probably the simple clsy bowls,
with' oll and 4 Noating wick, which have been used in India for
centuries for lluminations, and the elfect. with shimmering water
and flickering light. must have been whally enchanting.

Bedow lie wide pools enlivened by fountaing, @ pieasant island
pavilion s=t within them, Below again, the water passes ander a
larger pavillon, and down the length of the garden to fall with un-
diminished foree over the final change of level. On either side, waler
rushes down two tall chudars or chutes into long conals brismming
level with the ground. passing under huge trees. where two stone
platforme contrast in their urter stillness with the sound and move-
ment of the water,

Primarily the creation of Nur Jahan, Achabal was at one time
called Begumabad after ber. What, one wonders. was the character
of its Mughul pavillons in her day? In all the gardens there have
been considerable changes In the bulldings, which today are mostly
Kashmiri, of later date and indigenous character. Buildings there
certainly were, palaces at Nasim Bagh and Vernag, Bernler's ‘Fabrick”
sot among the waters at Achabal, and later Shah Jahan's splendid
zenana pavilion at Shalamar, Dara Shukoh's water palace at Peri
Mahal. It is possible, however, that many of the smaller platforms,
or chabutras, were never originally intended for buildings at all, but
simply a3 bases 1o take 2 series of decorative tents and awnings. This
Had been the cise earlier - a painting of Humayun's birth-feast shows
just such a platform. spread with a carper, and over it a decorutive
canopy. In her Hamayun-numa, o, Gulbadan Begam describes her
arrival In Indis and an outdoor meal: There was a raised platform on
# pleasant spot. and u pavilion of red cloth, with 1 lining of Gujaratl
brocade, and six canopies of silk and brocade. each of 4 different
eolour, and a square enclosure of cloth and painted poles.”

The spatial patterns must have been finer: substantial buildings
contrasted with simple platforms. usually over or near running



warer. where the owner could =it, cither on a carpet in the open. alr
or under some light-bearted canopy pitt up for the nooaxion, The
present ssatter of smtall pavilions, bullt an the old Mughl founds-
tions by less stbsfaciory, alihough many sre charming |n themeelves
At Achiakbal, Tor Instance. one would gladly excbange the st sniry-
boxes each side of the warerfall for some colourTul sod mpermanent
SWITINE Wil Virmgt i the breeze

Today, the Inilt rrees have lerpely disappearsd and Achabal s a

garden of apen spaces, people amd waler. Light and shade have the

fullest play, [or the casoades are tilted so that they may oatch the
sun and the [Est-moving water sparkies i the camals, Overbead, the
lighy Is filtered through the great planes, and anly in the pavilions
are thave occatlomal deep shadows,
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TAHANGIN

A nmval primee envertoimimy gueses [ persd of
Bubarl The ent and ety cerrespand
clisely with Golbsdan Bogam s descripiions in
the Hnmayum: nams



From the octagomad pool wuter flows under che
ratritl arch of the rulted palice into o lang
cannl

Opposdie, sbove: Viermay. Plaw

Below : Thegreat camal. The mounrarm befing
ireps sharpdy diva, gritaga andelimg vhen wp e
wrntier vulley
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VERNAG, KASHMIR
“The sourar of the Bilat Is 2 spring in Kashmir called the Vir-nag; in
the languape of India & snake Is vir-nag Clearly there had besn a
large snake at that place

I went twice to the spring in my Mther's liletime It ks am
octagonal reservoir about fwenty yords by twenty. . | . The water s
exceedingly pure. Although 1 eould not guess its depth. 4 grain of
Ht:lpm' Is wisible until it touches the bottom. There were many

1 1o be seen o b,

Afier my accession, Tordered them to build the sides of the spring
round with stone, and they made a garden mound it with a canal;
andd built halls and houses about | and ‘made a place such that
travellersaver the world can point out few like it.”

‘On 'Wednesday, the 1st of Mihr, marching from Achval 1 pitehed
camp near the fountain of Viroag. .

When | was a ptinee, 1 had given an order that they should erecta
building at this spring sultable to the place. It was now completed. . ..
Of the ommess of the camal and the verdure of the grass that grew
below the fountain, what can one write? Varjous sorts of plants and
sweet-smelling herbs grow there in profusion, and among them wis
seen a stem [hutal, which had exactly the appearance of the variegated
tail of a peacock. It waved abaut in the ripple. and bore llowers bere
and there

In short, in the whole of Kashmir there is no sight of such béauty
and enchanting character

It appeirs to me that what Is upstream in Kashmir bears no comi-
parison with what'is downsiream. Ope should: stay sowe days in
these regions and go round them so as to enjoy oneself thoroughly.

As the hour for marching was near, and snow was bepinming to Gl
at the head of the passes, I had oot the leisure to linger there, and
was obliged o turn my rein towarsds the clty

1 gave an order thit plane triees should be planted on both sides,
of the banks of the canal above mentioned.’

Memeirs of Jakangir, 1620
TFroan Achiavel 'went yet a little more out of my way to pass thro
another Roval Gurden, which ks also very beautiful, and hath
same pleasantness with that of Achiavel. but this is peculior in It
that in one ol its Ponds there gre Fishes that come when they are
called, and when you cast bread to them; the higpest whereal have
golden rings in their Noses. with inscriptions about them, which
they say that renowned Nour-Mehalle, the Wife of fehan-Guire, the
Grandfather of Aureng-Zebe, caused to be lastened in them.”

Francois Bermer, 1603

Jahangir and Nur Jahan reputedly loved Vernag above all other
places. It ks not hard 1o understand their ressons. It hasa remoteness
which makes the very act of arrival something to be treasured.
Akbar himself had encountercd difficulties. After visiting Achabal,
he weat an to hunt. and his ides was that he would proceed o to the
fountain here of the Bihat (Vernag), but rain and the slipperiness of
the deflles restrained him from this plan'.

Like Achabal. the spring at Vernag had long been o place of
worship, In this case, the name derives from snake-worship, an
ancient religion of Kashmir, of which Abu-l-Tazl instances seven
hundred shrines, The spring comes up in a deep pool, at the foot of






THE GARDINS OF MOGRUL INGIA

A drciteiny of Vermuy bt Cuptain Keighs,
prehbintand i 16 3, shareey 1w dwiildings then
exveiing suer the erdrace b (e ootipreal tomil
They are probakiy Kashmiri. s the ol
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the Kills below the Banibal puoss, and by usaally consldered 10 be the
souroe af the dthelum niver

lahangit's memales describe the buildings muad the pisel; and
iwo inscriptions lestily to the bulidars: “The King raised this building
10 the skies: the angel Gabiriel suggested |ts date — 1609 imd ‘God be
prained | what 3 canal and what s waterfall | constructed by Hatdar, by
order of the King of the World, the Paramuouni Lord of his Age. this
vanal is a typeof the canal in Paradise, this waterfull is the glary of
Kashmir "

The spring i enclowed 1 an octagoral tank, with arcaded recesses
all round. The arches appear 4 litle stuned, and thils may well be
due 1o 4 later ratsing of lovels for irrigation. Little remaing however,
of the ariginal buildings both vorth and soull of the ressrvoir. To
the narth, the water 1 released w fill the main canal, some twelve
feet wide and nearly a thousand feet loog 10 the point where irdix-
charges 1o feed the river. A second, smaller canal forms 3 cross axis
and there sre traces of other buildings, sttributed 1o Shak Jahan,

Yet to describe the bulldings Is to convey nothing of the speclal
quality of Vernag Landscape and geometry combine to mike an
unforgettable whole, Since much of the palace has disappeared, the
remaining design is of the simplest, an octagan and a long canal, s
quality lies In the upward thrust of the backgmund hills, clothed
with deodars; in the arcaded court below them, surrounding the
vpring, blue-green and full of great Tidh a jn Jahangie's day; in the
tmmmense lemgth of the central channel, dominating the big level
garden and imposing a symmetry which at the last is suddenly
braken by a disgonal view up the adjolning valley.

One remumbers Vernag foe thess two surprises: at one end the
casual entrance thraugh the low arch, dark, unimportant. and then
the suniis tank with its complex of domes and niches, ity ealpir and
Ihﬂmnm;uthchommaftlmprﬂmthcmnmdgumpuupm
hitherto unseen valley draws down the skyline, breaking what might
otherwise be overpowering enchisure and bringing a genther counter-
point of poplar and meadow to the mountain bag .

Here Jahangir had wished to be buried. Travelling fur the last
time. he died near Rajauri, asking that his body should be Brought
down and buried beside the spring at Vernag. Once sgain the
difficuliies of the journey proved inttmidaring, and instead. the
cortige returned bringlng the emperor back for burial at Lahore




AAHANGIH

Adiissture of Auaf Khun [V

NISHAT BaGi, Kasumin

Nishat Bagh, the Garden of Gladness, one of the non-royal gardens un
Lake D, is also the largest and most spectacular, Its attribution is
something of a purrle, since it Is generally credited to “Asaf Khan'.
The prabable owner was Abu-"1-Hasan. the elder brother of Nur
Jahan, to whom Jahangir had given the title of Asaf Khan [V, & kind
of Grand Vizier. Alternatively, he may have been the previous holder
of the title, Asaf Khan 111, 2 former governor of Kashmir and 4 great
horticulturist.

It is, however, tempting to suppose him to have been Nur Jahan's
brother, and to imagine a collaboration between herself. ber brother
and the emperor. Yet Nishar Bagh lacks the refinement and sureness
of touch which we associate with Nur Jakan, It is on 2 monimental
scale, 2 set plece designed to be seen from water level and mounting
in an almesy overwhelming progression ol terraces to the final
dramatic hackeloth of the mountains behind.

b



Michar Bagh. Lake Dai. Toger to Niskat fry
twater one potees ynder & bridge sef o the bund

It Is & place to be approached by boat, sliding under a steeply
angled bridge Into a hithertio upsuspected tnner lake. On the far
shore, a pavilion is reflected, 4 mirror image tn the water, and above
It a stupendous garden. There were ance twelve chunges of level, one
for cach sign of the Zodiac. but the same modern road that truncstes
Shalamar cuts off the bottom terraces from the garden. From the lake
I Is seen as it always was, the firm base of the lowest walls underiving
and underpinning the whole design and reaching out to the two
clumps of trees at water level, which contain the composition. as
sutely asa frame

The caliwr is astonishing : brown walls, brown tree trunks. great
trees which change throughour the seasons. solid against the
shadowy blues and greys of the mountain above. The pavilion, with
its echoing pink triangles of mal, has 4 certain sugar-plum charm
from the like. From within the garden, however, its siting s
unhappy. For here Is probably the finest outwarsd view of them ail.
less romantic than that from Chasma Shahi, It has the pureness and
Inevitability of & drawing in wash. The lake has 4 quality af trans-
lucence ; the bridge and bhund are sharp, yet somehow unreal, with
Harl Parbat and the distant snow mountains in receding planes
behind. Into this, clumsily, at every level, intrudes the pavillan
Umce the ground floor contained fountaing, and wis open hack and
front, so thar the water design flowed almost uninterrupted 1o the
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lake Mow, with the openings walled up, it presents a colid obstache
blocking the very prospect that would 1ift the garden into greainess

Only. when the topmost, renan, Termace is reached does the whaole
lovely scene come into view unhindered, Simeoe Nishat Hﬂji_:h was not
a royal garden, with all the necd for Frnlﬂ('ﬂl and ceremonial that
this involved. there are two divisions anly, the pleasure garden and
the zenana terrace, The muin feature b the great pentral walercourse,
sieme thirteen feet wide [t Is treated as a series of canals each
dropping by a cascade to the terrace below. The canals are full of
fountain jets, and each change of level is modelled and accentuated

by Mlights of steps. by reflecting pools, or — a special feature of Nishat
Bagh — by a number of stone und marble thrones placed across the
witer. These thrones are the perfect complement to the canals; they
do not block the view, yet to sit upon them, with the water rushing
underneath, cooling the air, must have been a delight. The while
dexign is fanked by avenoes of very tall chenars, and the garden b4
seen at its Mlamboyant best in the autumn, the red and gold of the
trees set aff by the blue mountains behind
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The retalning wall of the zemana terrace, nearly twenty feet high
and running the full width of the garden. ls one of Its finest I'Hll.trlﬂ-
The wall s faced with & series of repeating arches, with a suggestion
of linked pilasters between them. Warm. honey-coloured, patt
with sun and shadow, it is perfectly in scale with the big chenars
The gazebos at either end are striking. Three storeys I all, with a
staircase throughout, the lowest storey echoes the design of the
retaining wall. The middle floor, at zenana level, &s the principal one,
with baleonied openings. while from the upper turret sidelong views
reveal yet another world Terraced ricefields give way 1o poplars,
and beyond them Is the lake. with glimpses of the life and buildings
on its far shore — doubtiess all thar the ladies of the zenans would
EVET Seb.

There Is a story told that Shah Jahan, in later years, sw the
garden and coveting it. tried to persuade his father-in-law to make it
over tohim. Azal Khan refused, for it was his dearest possession The
belief being current amongst the Mughuls that a garden can anly E
bought for a fair price or given in friendship, as otherwise it '{"h
bring bad luck. the emperor was unable to enforce his Wish
infuriated, he ordered the stream above to be diverted, leaving Asdl
Khan disconsolate amung his silent fountains. A servant. riskiog ml}
lfe, restored the flow. The emperar relented, and Nishat was 1=

apain.



' THE Toms oF I'TIMAD-Im-ErA LA, AtmA Jananam
Nur Jaban's memaotial to her purents stands on the river bank af
Agra, pot far from Babure's Ram Bagh, It celehrates 3 family whiee
astopishing risc to fortune reads like Gotion. Ghivas Beg. & Persian
poet. had boen forced by circumsiance to flee his native Tehran
With his wife, two sons.and a daughter he reached Kandahar a
refugee. They had been robbed on the way and lelt with only two
muules, which the family took turns to ride, Having arrived in

| Kandahur, his wile gave bitth to another diughter, This wa
Mihr-un-Nisa, who was to become the Empress Nur Jahan.

| Ghiyas Beg first 1ook service with Akbar, and laer, in Johangic's
reign, was awarded the title of I'timad-od-Dagle. He survived a
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period of disgrace, when he was suspected of implication in a plot to
set Jahangir's eldest son Khusrau on the throne, He was imprisoned,
but later set free on payment of a substantial fine. However, follow-
ing his daughter's marriage to the emperor, he became Hist tressurer
and then prime minister; belng allowed the rare privilege of beating
hin drum at court

Together with his son and daughter, he formed one of the trium-
virate which came to exercise the real power of India. He died in
1622, of & broken heart according to Jahangir, for his wife had died
three months carlier. The Imperial couple were recalled from a
journey to Kashmir, and arrived just in time to reach his deathhed.
Thus both Nur Jahan's parents are commemorated at Agra

The gracefull intensely feminine design' was an innovation in
many ways: As might be expected. mature was the dominant theme.
and the trees apd flowers in the inlays are remarkably lfe-like
Carrled 0wt In pietro-dira (an Inlay of semi-precibus stones into
marble] they show one of the earliest uses of this technigue, later to
be used to great effect in the Taj Mahal. Octagonal towers at the four
corners are a particular feature and the whole design is thought to
have provided the model lor Jahangir’s owm ombat Lahore.

The gatehouse is approached by a straight drive, with orchards on
either side, regularly planted. They are a reminder of the planting
once general in such gardens, when thelr produce provided funds
[oe the upkeep of the garden after the death of the owner, when the

Top: Thr waterfrmit pawiion from L tap
uf the pomd; above, detail of inkiy o the
usader front parilion
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It ermee iiene e am Apra o Dl ardeir. ghoye
1828, P ad wader-oobowr

tomb was left in the care of priests. This p-mh.lhly accoumts for the
higher survival mate of the tomb-gardens as against the pleasure
gardens. Not until the nineteenth century was the restoration of
buildings and gardens wken serjously in hand. and by this time
many of the grest pleasure gardens had vanished through ruin and
neglect : hundreds, for instance, were jost o Kashmir,

The mausoloum itself stands on a stople platform, with four
ralsed causeways leading outwards. A plin shows the arrangements
for supplying water by underground pipes. but as s0 often today, the
pools are dry. The charm of the site lies In the harmony between the
pale colours of the tomb and the reflected light from the broad pearly
river. So far as colour is concerned, this is probably the most
sophisticated of all the Mughul gardens and its quality <am be
enjoyed 1o the full from the Hitle river-gate

So, from this family originated some remarkable buildings and
gardens — the roval gardens of Kashmir, Asafl Khan's own Nishat
Bagh, and above all, the Ta) Mahal. For Ghiyas Beg's daughter and
grand-daughter both became empresses, and It was to Mumtaz
Mahal, A=af Khan's daughter, that Shah Jahan raised the crowning
glory of the Mughul era
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WaAH BacH, HASSAN ARDaL RAWALPNOI
‘On Wednesday our encamping ground was Baba Hasan Abdal.
The most noted spot there is where a spring tssues from the foot of
the hill Khwaja Shamsu-d din Kbwali, who was for Ir.'rn{; the
minister of my respected father, erected a small summer-house there,
and excavated a cistern into which the water of the spring ows,
supplying the felds and gardens with the means of irrigation.”
Memoirs of Jahangir
Near Hassan Abdal, where the road for Kashmir leaves the plains, is
the site of anciemt Taxila, where the Macedonian Alexander the
Great was hospitably recelved afler he had crossed the Indus in
$26 ne. Here too Is the old imperial camping-ground of the Mughuls,
Wah Hﬂnh It 1% based, like o MRy, WPOn § spring at the loot of & hill
By tradition its name derives from Akbar who on first seeing the siwe
exclaimed ‘Wah Bagh!' (What a gardenl). but the garden-palace
ieself was budlr later '

It wasa pl.lm: of considerable luxury, with a series of baths, proper
heating and an ample water supply. Visitors in the nineteenth
century described the interfor as beantifully decoratéd with designs
of flowers and vases in stuceo work, while the floors were paved in
yellow marble. Onice while be was here. Jahangir tried his hand at
fishing, He caught twelve fish, put pearls in their noses, and let them
lisose in the water, .

Wish Hagh ! dedel of the cascdde

Oppoate: Wak Bagh Hussmm Abdal



Mansoleum of Prince Khutrau's mother &t
Allahabad, tirar Pradesh, Poncil and whash
&y Thowues and Williom Dantell, | 7TE8-9,
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EHISRAT BAGH, ALLAHARAD

fahangir's relations with his sons followed an ermatic course; With
Prince Khusrau they had been almost wholly tragic. Since he swias
popular and well Joved, both Jabangie and his thind son Prince
Khurram [Shah Jahan) saw in him s threat to their own security and
the prince’s rebellion was put dows: with barbaric crueliy.

There is lirtle doubt that his subsequent death was contrived by
Shah Jahan and Asaf Khan, in whose custody he had been placed.
Yet afterwards, Jahangir had his body disinterred, and brought
down to Allahabad. On the way, each resting-plice was marked by a
shrine and a little garden was lajd out sround [t He is burled in the
Khusrau Bagh. i terraced garden-tomb where he lies with his mother
and sons

THE LAKE PALACES, UDAIPUR

Looking down from the Maharana's palace upon Lake Pichola, two
Island palsces, Jagniwas and Jagmandiy, stem w foat like pearls
upon the smooth witer. On one of them, Jagmandir, Shah Jafun
lived for a time when he too was in rebellion against his father. A
damed pavillon, the Gul Mahal, was built about this period (1625-7)
but the other bulldings, though typically Mughul In silhouette, date
from the eighteenth century. Esch evening at dusk hundreds of
green parakeets, wheeling and fashing in the setting sun, ock to
the island and. with much squawking. settle for the night in the
branches of the rees.









S

SHAHDARA, LAHURE
North-west of Lahore lies Nur Jahan's old pleasure garden, once
konown s the Dilkushs Garden. Here Jahingir visited during his
Iifetime, and here. alter his death near Rajaurd, he was buried. Nur
Jahan designed his tomb; taking as her model the Tomb of 'timad-
ud-Daula, ber parents’ burial-place at Agra

The layout comprises firstly an outer saral — courtyard; here
travellers could once find shelter for the night in s series 'of alcoves
round the walls, A tall gateway gives sccess to the Inner garden,
which containg the tomb. The enclosure is on @ huge scale with fine
interlocking panierns of raised causeways, canals and tanks, in which
brick, traditiopal in Lahore, has been beautifully used. The tomb
itsell must have been intended to have a central dome, but whether
this was never completed, or was subséquently destroyed, seemy
uncertain. Without if, the effect Is 8 sitange ooe, for the bullding
seems too slight for the powerful layout leading up to/it. and the
minaress dominate where they should merely have supported,
Round the base of the catafalque itself rins a charming and lifelike
design of cyclamen and tulips, recalling Jahangir’s beloved Kashmir

A= Khan's tomb s clowe av hand, bullt by Shah Jahan in a
Bavotirite form, o doine stirmolnting an octagon. Nur Jahan hersell
lies in a bare and ‘simple grave not far away, She wrote her owm
epitaph, which, transtaied by the poet John Bowen, runs thus;

Upen sy grate sihen 1'shiall die,
Nolarnp shall bure nor jaxmin lic,
Nuo candle. with insteady flame,
Serve ag remtinder of my fame,

No bulbul chanting overhead,
Shall tell the tworld thee I am deoxd

Above! Dvtall of the water fhamned riveing
alingy the top of the retarriag wall i the onter
ot vand

Detait! of chadar from the eontral tank.

ite: Shakdara, Laherr! Jakangtr's
tomb The star patters af the oaioseuy it im
the brickwor: iradinanal fo Lakorr.
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SHAH JAHAN 1628-1658

DARA SHUKOH AN Pirl Makal,
BEASHMIR

CHASMA SHAHI, KASHMIR

Ciiak CRENAR [SLANT, KASHMIR
S o i Prince Khurram bad been more fortunate than his unbappy brother

SHALAMAN BAGH: DELHI Khusran, He commanded his father’s armies with skill and success,
and whilst still a prince, received the title of Shah Jahan. Like Akbar,
SHALAMAR BaGH, Lanoxe Jahangir tock lis son travelling with him to Kashmir, and both made
thelr contributions to the gardens at Shalamar and Vernag On
Lasons kot another occasion o Indla, Jahangic was clearly delighted by a

T REp Foxr, DEuH splendid gift from his son:

'On Wednesday the Sth. | marched and halted on the 9th. The royal
tent was pitched near 2 large tank. Shah Jahan presented me with a
boat made in the Kashmir fashion, the sitting place of which they had
made of silver. At the end of that day, 1 embarked in that boat and
went round the tank.’

But the closing years of Jahangir's reign were marred by a rebellion
organteed by this much-loved son. though towards the end of the
emperor’s life some sor1 of reconciliation between them was effected.

After his sccession, Shah Jahan maintained his interest In Kashmir.
He visited It several times. and it s pleasant to read that on one
occaston: be ordered his rroops o line the road on both sides; so that
the royal procession should not trample down and damage the crops
growing along the way, His own works in Kashmie were minor anes,
but his son, Dars Shukol, bullt two great gardens at Bijbehara and
Perl Mahal| Meanwhile the emperor visited and planted trees on the
Char Chenar Island on lake Dal, and followed progress ar the
delightful little Chasma Shahi, the work of his comptroller and
sometime governor in Kashmir, " All Mardan Khan,

THE FoRT, AGRA

Tre TAY MAHAL AGiLA

It was in Indis that Shah Jahan's true penius evolved, and it was
directed primarily towards the cities of the Indian plains. In this, the
circomstances of his birth and ancestry quite possibly played some
part. Both his mother and grandmother had been Rajput princesses.
so that Shah Jshan was more than half Rajput, and his Mongol
forebears were receding Into the past. The instinctive longings of the
carlier emperors for the north, with lis cooler climate and moun-

Shah Jakan ‘m my fortierh year’ Amumgstche  1AIDOUS terrain, may well have been replaced by a real allinity with

flowers, miffron, i fulip wesd daffodi] are the great level plains. the sirong sunlight and wide rivers of his
cleardy soen, Other move furzurduns mother's native land,
ulrnsifications are hollphock, campanula. His major works are entirely urban and belong, indeed. more 1o

boehmte, crameshl] amd pospy. the field of town planning than of laindscape. Magnificent in scale.
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INIX A

highly sophisticated In character. and executed with a wholly
imperial disregard of cost, the city of Shahjuhanabad at Delhi, the
city-fort of Agra, the palaces and pavilions of Lahore and Ajmer,
were primarily splendid settings for court Jife and for the spectacle
and ceremonial of which it was composed, Even the mosques ane
designed as part of the total scene, for the Jami Masjid st Delhi
begun in Shah Juhan's reign, rises on its high platform to dominate
the surrounding streets, while the Moti Masjid takes an important
place it the fretted skyline of the Agra Foet.

Tosucha patron designers and craftsmes of the highest arder were
attracted, Builders of every kind, masons. jewellers. weavers, from
Europe s well as Asia, were employed in tremendous numbers,
Trade with Europe. too, was steadily developing, and in return for
her textiles, dyes and spices. India was importing luxuries of every
kind. above all silver, both for hoarding and for works of art, One of
the emperor's most expensive treasures was the Peacock Throne.
The name was derived from the two peacacks of the design, their
widespread tails displaying every kind of precious sone, and
berween thema parvat, carved froma single emeralid. In the eighteenth
cemtury the throne was plundered by Nadir Shah and subsequently
broken up. Same fragments were inserted in the present Peacock
Throne at Tehran. This was only ane of some eleven such thranes
belonging to Shah Jahan.

His love for his favourite wifc has made him a romantic figure
Born Arjumand Baru Begam, daughter of Asaf Khan, niece of Nur
Juhan, she received from Shah Jahan the title of Mumtaz Mahal, the
“Ornament of the Palace’. She bore him fourteen children and died in
childbirth whilst travelling in the Deccan, for the emperor made no
concessions to human fraiflty. In her memorial. the Taj Mahal,
Mughul building reaches its peak. It 1ook twenty-two years to build
and it is said that Shah Jehan had intended to build himself another,
in black marble, facing It across the Jumna. But towards the end of
his life his health failed him, his character deterforated. and In 1658
he was deposed by his son, Aurangzib. and imprisoned in the fort it
Agra. Here be died. In 1666, seated in the pavilion near the Angurl
Bagh, looking out over the river towards the Taj Mahal.

With him, the great ride of Mughul bullding came to Its climax,
and then subsided, for his successor was virtually uninterested in
the arts. Looking back over five reigns, the ebb and flow of Persian
Influence can be traced throughout in both buildings and gardens.
Babur's Ram Bagh. with its narrow water-courses: Humayun's tomb,
with its inmricate colour and pattern, Its complexes of recessed
arches, and the classical char-bagh of the garden, show Persian

“dertvation at Its most direct.

With Akbar the Indian-Rajput influence berame more murked.
Strong and forceful. with much use of red sandstone, his architecture
had the robust character of fortress building. which indeed much of
itwas. Yet the tents and pavilions, in which so much of his active life
wis spent, threw back to Persda and Turkey, evoking the mosques
and palaces of Isfahan. In painting and ormament, Hindu and even
European Influences began 10 react upon the formal Persian use of
pattern and more and move realism developed in the decorative ans.



The contact with Buropean paluters was probably a factor i the
appreciation ol landscape as an art, 24 coples of European paintings
began to circulate in India.

Jahangir. with sature his ruling passion. carried the process a
step further. Painters under his patronage speciatized in the lifelike
presentation of birds, antmale and fowers, On aoe of the most
accamplished, Ustad Mansur, be bestowed the tiile of the "Marvel of
the Age’. In his gardens, for the first time, nature became the
dominant influence. Site and level, prospect and orientation. plant-
ing, and above all water in all its forms, from the reflective pool to
the spectacular waterfall - these were the real constituants of the
Kashmir gardens, to which the bulldings were Incidental, Jahangir
was, in effect, the great exponent of the country homes of the
Mughuls, while his son's interest lay in their city palaces.

Under Shah Jahan, there was a return o orthodoxy in all its
aspects: The religious tolerance of his father and grandfather was
replaced by a more comsciously Muslim culture. It was loss that the
Hindus were oppressed, than that the Muslims were promoted as 2
ruling class, while the Jesuit missionuries did Indeed actively suffer
lor a time Foreign artists and craltsmen remained welcome, and
Venetians and Turks in particular have lefi their mark upon the
period,

Perstan Influence returnad o building, as it did to policy: for-
mality accorded well with the level sites of the plains. With it were
allied the Indlan tradition and an Increasing use of white marble. w
give the resulting bulldings a repose and purity especially their own.
Inlays of precious and semi-precious stones imposed their own
discipline, realism gave way to a two-dimensional sense of pattern,
in which the veining of cornclian. onyx, or topaz could be ap-
preciated to the full,

Although muny names of craftsmen and designers figure among
the records of the time, there scems fittle doubt thar it was Shah
Jahan's own judgment and directing force which gave the achieve-
ments of his time thetr great quality. Perfect fusions of bullding and
Lindscape are rare: the Ta Mahal and the Agra Fort are two which
cant hold thelr own with any in the warld.

DARA SHUKCH AND PR MAHAL Kasinig

Dars Shukoh, Shah lahan's eldest som, was clearly intended by his
father to succeed him, for be held all the privileges of the .
apparent, He had good ook, intelligence, charm and courage n
ample measure. but when the struggle for the succession with his
brother Aurangeib began, he proved fatally incompetent. both as a
military commanderand in political manoeuvre:

In his youth all went well, and he played 4 leading part in court
ceremonial. He married his cousin, Princess Nadira, and jt was 1o her
that he presented the superb collection of Mughul miniatures known
as Dara Shukoh's Album. He had inberited his father’s gift for
splendour, his grandfather’s love of nature. and he isremembered by
two gardens in Kashmir, The first, at Bijbchars, was planned o
extend on both sides of the Thelum river. Traces have been found of

SHLAM JAMAN
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Prrt Mahal. The rudnrd errace

the parterres and canals, but the garden fell into ruin, and is today
matked only by the great chenars, and by the remains of 4 pavilion
and a bridge, Clearly however the design was on a grand sale
reminiscent of the gardens of Delhi rather than those of Kashmir

His other garden, near Srinagar, shows him to be the grandsan uf
Jahangir. Peri Mahal, the Fairies” Palace, is on the hill immediately
south-east of Lake Dal. There Is a suggestion of a Greek temple in its
siting, for it lies across a spur of rock, thrown into rellef against the
darker, higher mountains behind

The fagade, with a central bullding and flanking pavilions. is set
upon a podium. Behind b, stepped terraces mount up the slape Jo 2
central climax. possibly once a dome. Five terraces can e secn, and
traces of a number of fountains and tanks. It seems likely that the
water was carricd underground. for there appear to have been
neither waterfalls nor canals Now in roins, remote and umg:ﬂ‘-ﬂ‘k
Peri Mahal has the special magic of inaccessibility. The foreground is
dramatic! whitestemmed poplars rise from the level lake shore. and.
behind and above them, the Falries” Paloce seems (0 appesr and
disappear as the light strikes or leaves the walls .

It was built supposedly as a school of astrology for Dara Shukoh's
tutor, Akhund Mullah Shah. Astronomy and astrology had beet
linked for centuries, and astrologers had always held Important and
respomsible positions in the Mughul courts. Babur described vhe
observatories of Samarkand in detafl, while Humayun, of all the
emperors, was perhaps the most deeply Influenced: he is even =i
to have dressed in the colours appropriate to the planets. Akbars
astrologers, consulted on his campaign in Kashmir, had Justified his
faith in them, while Jahangir. wo, often refers to the succes of his
own Jotik Ray in forecasting the furure, Throughout Asia. WIHE
Frangols Bernicr, astrologers are consulied on every particular, i
the belief that every action in life is predestined by the stars. A
not without its followers taday,




Inunde Fert Alahal - a water-coloor by Mary
Pophdam Blytk, uho occampomed her :
chergryman brother i | BS8 1o Kashimir and
cqrmnped fy Ue rudss [pradably quive & wrnal
pracrioe among Europeuns |,

Lt : Pees Muhal, st om i spur of the
Zebamean mountain overioaking Lakr Dal;
belorve, sierhture of Dara Shukak




Charma Shak

A g Achabal, the pattloms are Kaskmrire, bur
buily on Mughul hases
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CHASMA SHAKT— THE ROVAL SPRING, KASHMIR
Built in (632, an early Inscription at the gateway attributes this
garden 1o Shah Jahan bimsell It seems more likely that the actual
butlder was "All Mardan Khan, working 1o the emiperor’s instruc-
Uons, In its present form, the garden combines the work of many
hands and various periods

The original parden was small, strongly axial and closely moulded
to the contoirs of the mountain, The design derived from a powerful
spring at the wyp of the garden, renowned for the excellence of its
witer, which bubbled up through a marble lotus basin, now vamished
st b the Noar af the upper pavilion, From here the flow was led
down, by wity of 4 little cascade and a canal, to fill a wide rectangular
tank, with a single jer. Here was reflected the second and i'rrlm'l[u]
pavilion. standing on 4 magnificent retaining wall some twenty fect
high. Below, a second chute dropped sharply down the centre of the
wall to feed another water garden at the lower level

The composition is s mintature one. yet tremendously effective in
Ity bold use of level, The maln pavilion in particular has an enchanting
site. On one glde the outlook bs cloistered, Intimate: the pool, canal
and upper pavilion are part of a private world. On the other, therc is
the drop of the retaining wall and 2 spectacular view over Lake Dal

The garden as a whole has been much extended and restored and
today, with dramatie changes of level, rich planting and an wnusoal
measure of asymmetry, it s strongly evocative of both Italian
Renaissance and English Tudor gardens. The Mughul work Is to be




The gerden iy 522 clase iy to the mrountain olde

Bolow, lefy: The muin povilion  water frims
the sprimg rass through the paviiion and rippirs
devamn @ petttormed chader stio o STy Povy

Derald of the chasdar




Mdimiarare of ‘Al Merdue Khan Ag
vyeeranding yovernor of Kahmir, b built o
stesens e of o sarais or rest-houses along thr
Pir Panjal route from Indis @ Kadhmir. He
wiar a Pergion and kad been Governorof
Kamdahar under Shak Safi- Here, apparently,
fur ot Beoem [t wmd e suvsendered the
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Shalumar Bayh o Lahore
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Rustam. o Preskes hero, with hiv shiviress in d
garden: a Mughl interpretation. c 1583, of
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Forr ar Delki. Wiite marile ewelvsed i red
sared stone, aral the Taj Makial, weas o frequent
Mughnl concepl.

Pan- Chakiy, Auranpabad
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seen in the cascades, the plinths of the two pavilions, md the
complex of canals, tanks aud fousitaing, The two pavilions themselves
arr Kashimiri and the upper garden has been widened into a browd
torrace, while af the loawer level an extensive Nower parden has been
developed. The approach i by way of a sweep flight of sups
culminating in an arch, which is the present entrance to the lowes
wiater garden. It s probable that these too were nodl original, but they
have a force and character which contribute greatly o the whale

dyfign,
| /‘E‘asil}' sccessible from Srinagar. Chasma Shahi is always MUl of

visivors, for its charm fies perhaps less-in the details of historical
interest than in the romantic atmosphere that the whole evokes, 1
a garden for the Lite afterncon and evendng: lor the panorama, from
the ypper terrace, of Lake Dal in the setting sun, with its background
of hills. and the clear and beautifiil details of the two lslands, the
bridges and the bunds. seen either from the terrace. or through the
lattices of the mamn pavilion, remaing unforgettable. The sharp
contrast, too, between the bare mountainside beyomd and the
luxuriance within, with iis clipped trees looking eddly Elizabethan
and it rlot of colour, can reconclle even the purist to its historical
irrelevance; Then there are the birds tame and Lary, in the windows
of the pavilion, and the striped Persian roses in the modern garden
below as a reminder of the entirely different scale of planting which
these gardens must once have known,

L T f

— Chaerass Shahi. Plamn uscd section.
















THE ISLAND OF THE FOUR CHENARS, KASHMIR

The two islands in Lake Bal, the Rupa-Lank and the Soma-Lank (the
silver and the golden Lanka) are of considerahle antiquity. Entively
artificial, their early names derive from a traditlon thar sihver was
buried upon the one and. gold on the other. The northern [slind
[the Soma-Lank] In particular las been for centuries an irresistible
akiraction 1o rravellers: Lying midway across the lake, it is a mere
hall-acre in size, with carefully squared boundaries. It Hes just abuve
the water level. so that the trees seem to be floating in the water. The
present name, the Char Chenar, dates from Shah Jahan’s visit. when
he plinted a plane tree symmetrically in each corner.

From nincteenth-century dccounts it is possible 1o trace the
changes which have arisen from rime o tme. Victor Jacquemont
landed there in 1831 : only two trees he aoted had then survived
Soon after, there s 3 dm‘r;plwn {rom Baron Huegel and G T. Vigne
who wote in Kashmir topether, [t mentions a central bullding, with
marble pillars and a little tower, set in o parden filled with roses,
stocks, marigolds and vines. Under one of the plane (rees was a fine
water-wheel, of Himalayan cedar, which lifted water from the lake
ti irvigate the garden: Today all these have vanished, 1o be replaced
by four small pavilions. There are three chenars; the island eries out
for the fowrth 1w be replanted

The Char Chemar, Lake D, Kashror, ai i £
fodary, The ialand so entinoly areificsal wad was
probably contiructad by King Zate-ul-Abulin
im the d Seh oemtury,
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Adrawing by 6. T Vignr, abeut 1§12, The 1t I & place purely for delight: for solitary contemplation of the
eilhosieete of the lifsle tower sugpesty that the mountains and water, or for revelry and the company of friends. The
buiiding dated from Mughul times. According  possibilities are dramatically illustrated by an evening recorded in
to Vigme, the roof ey omce coverad with silver. ghour 1830, Kripa Ram, the Governor of Kashmir, was enjoying a
festival upen the island. Boats crowded it round ; there was feasting.
there were dancing girls, and, as the climax, a splendid display of
fireworks was set off, while guns thundered from the Fort. Suddenly
the king's envoy landed, summoning the governor at once to Lahore
and brooking no delay, Kripa Ram Icfl at the height of the festivities,
pever 1o return, instead o be disgraced and dismissed, his enemies
wing brought about his downfall

SHALAMAR BAGH, DELHI
Lying 10 the north-west of Shahjahanabad, close by the Grand
Trunk road near Badli Sarai, was once yet another great pleasure
/  garden. comparable to those of the same name at Lahore and
| Srinagar, It was lald out by one of Shah Jahan's favourite wives,
A’Azzo-un-Nisa, and evidently the Shalamar Bagh in Kashmir had
heen her inspiration. lts remains are recorded in & plan showing a
garden of considerable size, Its main feature being a central canal
about eighteen feet wide, which ran the full length of the garden,
Accarding to a comtemporary historian, Muhammad Salih, §t was
ariginally even larger.

The upper terrace stood some nine feet above the lower, and at
the change of level was a complex ol tanks and buildings, with “rows
of pearl showering fountains’. and ‘marvellously adorned halls’
some distance below lay an octagonal reservoir, similar to that at
Vernag, and, from the records, it would seem that this reservolr
ariginally marked the middle of the garden, with a third and even
larger terrace below it.

(£
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shadow of Fontainehleay or
”]1. reign of Auranpgzib, but later fell into niln and decay. 1 played

$ part in the downfall of the Muphul Empire, for during March
1 "-'*rh-.- Persian Nadir Shah camped there, ¢ prejude to the massacre
of Delhl and the setrore of the Peacock Throne. By the end of the
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SHALAMAR BAGIL LAHORE

The Shalamar gardems at Lahore were laid out by "All Mandan Khan
m Shah Jahun's lnstroctions. The first grea undertaking had been
the construction of 2 canal o bring the waters ol the Ravi river up 1o
the gardens in Lahoee. By 1633 the amal was ready and Shah Jahan
celebrated its completion by giving instructions for the creation ol 4
garden on a grand scale. with tanks and fountaing. a hath-house and
seveTal pavilions: Abour 1642 the wiork wais complete and he paid

the parden & ceremonial visit, after « ansultations with his astrologers

a5 Lo g duapichous date

I""t- —1- -F?'--“++‘p

{llin

) ’.,




SHAH JAHAN

= THIRD TERRACE

Ex
iz

[ —

- 4mhn>nm;.u1nnulnlninnli-u_§ TERRADE

ENTRANCE




THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INTUA

The view from the zenuna terroce, i the
feregrousd ix the emperac's marble thrane, 4t
in shadfow water amd lookrey vut derous che
Ereas tank wiich ¢35 sad o have had 152
fountatns Water from the rank passes betueen
el ru pavilions to cascade dom om fo the
It torrace

The design comprises three terraces, dropping down from the
south, the changes in level being about fiftecn feet. The first and third
terraces are char-baghs of similar proportion and design; the middle
One contains the great reservoir which s the principal feature of the
garden. There are conflicting records as to whether the layour was
once much larger. Some writers claim that there were originally
seven lerraces. corresponding with the seven degrees of Paradise.
but others consider the present garden as complete tn jtsell. As it is of
cimsiderable size and surrounded by a high brick wall, this scems the
more probable. The arder of entering the garden, however. has been
transposed, for the original entrance was to the lowest 1errace. This
was customary in Mughul gardens, so that the progress was upwards,
with the cascades facing the visitor and pow delights revealed as
sich terrace was surmounted until the last wholly private, zenans
terrace was reached. (Fadai Khan's Pinjaur gardens were one of the
few exceptions to this rile.) The upper terrace st Lahore was known
o3 the Farah Baksh (the Bestower of Pleasure), while the middie and
lower terraces. forming the mare public part of the parden, were
known 1ogether as the Faiz Baksh (the Bestower of Plenty). "All
Mardan Khan. as a former governor of Kashmir, was lkely to have
been familiar with the Shalamar garden there, which had received
similar names
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THE GARDENS OF MUGHLUL INTILA

Shalamar Bagh, Lakore.
The water fluses dowm from the paviilos o the
senang terrase By way of 4 carved marble
chadar orwater chute. Al the bave,

the waiter, i the emiperor’
throne with its low, carved balustrade - a
rofrrerient Acight swhem sitzing. The fenniain
Jjet betveern the warer chute and the throne,
carved (o resemble a lotus, v beliered to be

origtnal.
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it Is the central level, however, which Is the most spectacular. The

greal reservolr, over two hundred feet scross. once comtained &

hundred and fifty-two fountains. of which over a hundred remain;
In the centre is a marble platform, reached by a narrow causeway,
The water flows down through the southern pavillon by way of @
broad carved marble chute or chadar and at the bottom, overhanging
the water, Is the emperor’s throne of while marble, where he could
sit to watch the fountaing play, the hot air always cooled by the rush

of water.



Round the whole reservoir runs a double paved path, with a flower
patterre. Much of the paving, s at Shahdara. ts in the brickwork
traditional 1o Lahore. The planting of the garden must have seen
many changes. Shah Jahan himself is said 10 have ordered fruit trees
from Kabul and Kandshar, Historians refer to continuous flower-
beds, with plane trees and aspens at intervals, and the emperor is
recorded as having himself planted an aspen between two planes.
Under the trees were grass platforms for comfortable reclining in the
shade The original plantings included . mango, cherry, apricot,
peach, plum, apple, almonid, quince, seedless mulberry, sour otange.
sweet orange and cypress, together with aromatic plants

Ahdul Hamid Lahori describes the cascades. with innumerahle
chimi-kanas, or Iil.gam boles. beneath them, in which were placed
golden vases of flowers by day and camphorated wax candles at night.
The original mumber of fountains has been estimated at four hundred
and fifty, many of which stlll survive In the canals, the water is
thrown up ln jets twelve feet high.

The bulldings, too, were of intricate design and beautiful work-
manship, and the garden seems 1o have been expecially noted for the
farge number of buildmgs which it contained, There were four main

vilions an the zenans termace, with minor ones in the fiur cormers.
together with four more on the central level. of which two were
patred on the north side. There was alsoa Frumrntem, or bath suite; on
the east, with hot and cold baths and a dressing-room, while an the
lowest terrace, facing up the central axks of the garden, was the hall of
privare audience. The garden seems, indeed, 1o have been used 45 8
royal camping ground, for whenever the emporor visited Lahore; it
i said that the number of buildings made it unnecessary for tents w
be pitched. Aurangzib too, in 1655, spent some time encamped in the

waiting for his astrologers to decide the most fortunate
moment to enter the city, This very availability of buildings has heen
a factor w their decling, since thetr convenience offered an attraction
to successive generations of campaigning troops.

The pavilions were stripped of their marble and agate work by the
Sikhs ln the cighteenth century. to decorate the Ram Ragh amsd
Golden Temple at Amritsar. The present pavilions are restorations
in brick and plaster, and comparatively little of the original work

SUrvives.

Lanouy Foxt

'All these palaces (Dethi, Agra and Lahore) are full of gardens with
running water, which flows Iy chanaels inte reservuolrs of stone,
jasper and marble. In all the rooms and halls of these palaces there
are ordinarily fountains or reservoirs of the supe stone ol pro-
size, In the gardens of these palaces there are always
wers according 1o the season. There are no large fruit trees of any
sort, in order not to hinder the delight of the open view. In these
palaces are seats and private rooms, some of which are In the midst

of the running water. In the water are many fish for delight *
Niccolao Manucci

SHAM JAHAN
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The Fort at Lahore Is one of thive great Mughul polace-Torts Here
Akbar, Jahangir, Shab Jahap and Aurangzib made their contri-
huthans, but it is much changed by time. Two gardens survive here in
tecognizable furm: Jahangic's Quadrangle, and the Palen Bagh or
zenand garden,

Jahangir's Quadrangle [1617-18) Ik a large open space with a
central reservoir containing fountains and a marble platfonn reached
by 3 causeway. The surrounding grass areas are dished for irrigation.
but net trace rematos of the original planting

The Paten Bagh I8 more Intidtte i scale, with paths paved na
hexagonal puttern of red brick, Here the Jadies of the harem coulid
walk dally ind enjoy (he Frull and Tragrance which were the theme
of the garden: A brick platform and water tank are set In the centre.
Tavedther side are smalier grassy subdivisions, with shallow reflecting
pools and small orange trees The plots were ance enclosed by red
satdstone rallings, of which an original example sill stands in
another part of the fort,

It was from Lahure that William Finch of the Eant India Company
gave one of the most detailed descriptions of actual fower and frul
phititing that has come down to us:

"o - adjoining to this s s garden of the King's in which are very good
appies, but small, oot [tut-mulberry]. white and red, almonds
peaches, lgges, grapes quinces, orenges lmmons, pomgranatos.
stock-pellow fowers [the white stock, Mathiola imany|, marigolds,
wall-flowers, ireos [the Florentine iris], pinkes white and red, with
divers sorts of Iddian (owers'

Lahore Forr. Mhunpir's Jusdranple

Opposite, top ! Detad wf e Mughul red
sumalidvwr baluuorade. Stemilor halustrodes
wiere prahably wel in the Paien Nagh i
Lasftire Fort: Below: The Puness Bayh o
Ladors” fiygradin

Diesall of the besugenitl red brsl paveny
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THE REp FORT. DL

Named after its bullder, Shahjahanabad was perbaps the finest of
the succession of cities which have been built ar Delhi, Bernier,
describing Shah Jahan's decision to develop a new city at Delhi. says
that the emperor considered the summer heat and humidity of Agra
made it unsuirable for his capital

A consclous efort of the Imagination i peeded to picture the Red
Fort as it must have appeared at the heipht of its splendour

The Fort itself. Immense as it is, was only a part of the whole
planned complex. Enclosed on three sides by walls, on the fourth it
was open to the Jumna river, then spanned only by a bridge of
boats, 1t was here, om a terrace some two thousand feet long, that the
principal buildings of the palsce were sited. Between this terrace and
the river lay a long sandy space for the staging of every kind of
spectacle, particularly the clephant fights of which many vivid
descriptions aboond.

T'wo main gates gave entrance 1o the Fort, the Lahore gate on the
west, the Delhi gate on the south, In Bernier's time the walls, except
on the river side, were encircled by a mout filled with water and well
stocked with fsh. Bevond this lay gardens and the royal square, s0
that the whole vast red wall was set off by the nich colours of flowers
and frees. Centred on the Lahore gate was the Chundnl Chauk. the
main street of the city, with trees and 2 canal of running water, form
ing an Introduction to the palace in which lrigation. played a vital

While the Red Fort remains impressive, it is lacking today in this
element of water, which the Mughuls prized above all. Bernier

describes the city within the Fort:

The wess wsadl, with Aurangzid’s gataeay

The Hed Fort, Dhniki

Opposite, above: A pamting of the Feet frim
the river yide, from g Peruam manuscrgd, The
present day vivo cerrespomds Sery clasey

Belowe: A plan dated |80 oherias £ Mo

wriad paridray wivich pmot extsnnf ourside rhe
Fuort_ Al hottem right muy be seen the onginal
lay-ous of the Hapat Bakok garden. Litic mare
tham half bay servtvesl, s ihat the ceniral
puvilios pow gppears (o [lank the design




Fhe Bed Bort, Delks,

This ey e oene o four condral Carily of
bhe Myt flakvh :._";.;rdl.-"t wrfere S he hyacind My
sz Fadil Khar, “mebe the earth the ey of
the sky’, It encds in the Bhadon payifion

A side yiewe f the Blusdar pavilion, shoumg
the miaesive Waler tamds budlt up ar the back
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*After you have passad this Gate, you find a long dnd lirge Street,
divided into two by a Channel of running Water The Water of
the Chamnel ranmeth dividing ltself through the whale Seraglio, anl
at longth falleth into Ditches 1o fill them.

To fll ovide the water, an existing canal, built by Sulian Firuz Shah
Khulll, taking water aff the Jumna near Khizrabad, was repaired. A
new chunnel was constructed by “All Mardan Khan to connect It with
Delhi, cut with great labour through ficids and rocky ground.®

All this has vanishod ; the Chandnl Chatk canal has been flled In,
the muwt and gardens are replaced by a stretch of grass, Aurangzib’s
great entrance barbican outdde the Lahore gate is samehow a haroicr
to the serse of arrival and within the Fart about hall of the: old
enchanting eity has been replaced by barracks and official buikdmgs
The pulaces themsclves have been sympathetically and bedutiiully
testored and the grass and trees that surmound them are pleasan
encugh, until one begine fo resd the old accounts and 1o realizs what




ligs be ages, Bermer describes
the mosaic of private apanments, houses and yalleries

sen lost. T oma of s most evocative pass

"Ihere s almast no Chamber but & hath at 313 Door o Storehouse of
runming water; that ‘tis full of Parterres, plessant Walks shady
Places. Rivolets, Fountalns, Jets of Water. Grotta’s, great Caves
against the heat of the day. and great Tervasses raised high, and very
airy. to sleep upon m the cool 1 in 8 ward, you know not there what
"tie tiv b bt

There were two major gardens, the Fayar Baksh or Life-giving
Garden, and the Mahtab BRaply or Mocmlight Garden. combined to
form one grand design. The lutter no longer exists, but much of the
Hayat Baksh remaing, Designed as a water garden, the central
p;l.wlmn stood 1 a pu.-ul fuill of fountains. From this ran lour canals,
which terminated 21 south and porth in small water pavilipns, the
Sawwan and the Bhadom, These names dre linked with the manths of
July and August, when the ladies sat in the pavilion of the month. to
ettjoy the prevailing breeve. At Udaipur, the same names aiso recall a
tradition of rainfall, In Sawan [fuly) there falls a Jighter rain, while
fhadon [ August) brings a torrential |!r|l.-uniu:ut The fowntains round
the Lotus Fool at Udalpur cin be varied to simulate Hght aor heavy

rEin.
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Fafar Mohal, butlt by Bahadur Shak If i the
it 1 8¢ h comtary, The tank of red soedarome
seumnrmgmlly the crmtre of the Hoyae Bakdh
gorden and was imtenuded for barking. The
paiilion ko seece heem restored bl £ Gk 1
aunr dowpger filied wih wsster. somee restoration df
the water wenhd yreatiy enhiance the interine of
thie Fore




O the i sy the wall of the Red Fore, unh
Ehe privte aparimenic strrioaks the flap
rectdiw wkers elepham fiyhis weee staped amd
troeps passed i rewinw, Thr Shakh Bury
povilion b3 om the right, the domes of the Mot
Muasyid may e stert in the omire, —

Adomg the terrace to the river was a water parterre, Terminating in
thee beautifal little Shah-Burj pavilion, with its own fountain and
weater chute, The detalls throughom were fantastic. Each of the
canals had three rows of fountains. while the central pool had no less
than forty-nine fountains inside and a hundred and twelve on the
four sides. Each was plated with silver. Watetfalls fell from the
pavillons, and in the arch-shaped niches below them, gold and
silver pots were placed, containing silver flowers by day and candls
by night. Richly planted, the colours of the Hayat Baksh were pre-
dominantly crimson and purple and the scent pervaded the garden
The Mahtab Bagh. by contrast, was planted with pale flowers anly,
Jasmine, tuberoses, lilies and narcissus. while both gardens were
enclosed by rows of cypresses

The Fort was begun in 1639, with Shah Jahan naturally consulting
astrologers at its incoption It took some nine years to camplete, and
the emperor’s first entrance was marked with splendid ceremony,
with Dara Shukoh showering his futher with silver and gold. From
below the great terrace, there seems to be liitle change, the series of
beautiful buildings still delicately poised along the skyline. Here the
emperar appeared daily it dawn to his people gathered on the river
bank below and here. in the Diwan-i-Khas, the Hall of Private
Audicnce, stood his Peacock Throne. The same inscription appears
as at Shalomar, and a1 its zenith, the Red Fort at Delli must indeed
have seemed a patadise on srth
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The recf samafstone outer watlls, built by Abbar
1565
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THE FORT, AGRA
“Ta the Dersane Gate at the hour when the brilllant rays of Phoebus
quit Western shores and seek to . Illuminate and gladden Eastern
lands, the Emperor [Shah Jahan) sallies forth daily. In thik square the
ﬁ;ﬂm of his Court are already walting ro salute him and give
the morning’s greeting with the customary Tassalima. ..
The Travels of Sebastien Munrique

The Forr ar Agra was one of Akbar’s first great fortress constructions
and the outer walls of red sandstone remain to the present day
Internally, there were ance numbers of buildings in the same red
stone, but many were demolished by Shah Jahan, who replaced
them by 2 superb sories of marble palaces and mosques.

The Agra Fort has suffered less than its counterpart at Delhi from
the depredations of ume. A level site is always mare vulnerable 1o
change. whereas at Agra the towgring walls and ramped approaches
have stood impervious even to the military. Changes of level provide
constani surprises: new views open, sometimes contained and
secret. sometimes broad and calm, until the casiern terraces oare
reached, with their incomparable prospect across the river to the
Taj Mahal. 1t is this quality which has enabled the Fort vo sustain the
loss of its internal gardens and pools. The buildings are visually
exciting in their relationship to one another and at the last there are
the wide stretches of the river to compensate for the lack of water
within the walls

The two principal gardens werc the Machchi Bhawan. or Fish
Square: and the Anguri Bagh, or Grape Garden, The Machchi



Fromm the Jasmiime Tower. where be wes heid
privoner, Shah Jalan couwld goze goross of the
Tiai Mizhal

The Mache ki Bl or Fosh Squary.
Orgrmally el it woath geemeiric flower beade
fourititns, water channels and tanks
conturmng the yaored fish, it wos pilaged bry
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The Khay Mahal. or Privite Palar, soest acrog
i rarsed sarbie fank i oomire of the
Angurt Bagh The sl for this garsden trsid fo
hatve Bt Brought fram Kovhmir

i A mdeentrance. throngh marbie walls, oo rhe
Anguri Hagk, or Grape Garden, b= the setidmd
guartery of the Fors,

Bhawan owes its name to the pools of sacred fish which b once
contained. When the Jats of Bharatpur ransacked the Fort in the
eighteenth century, they carried off many of the marble fountains
and tanks to decorate Suraj Mal's own garden at Decg. and the Fish
Sguare today is represented only by a rectangle of grass Yeu the
prospect is architecturally so distinguished. with the domes of the
Moti Musjid appearing above the two-storeyed clolster, and with its
sianlit terrace on the cast, that the loss seems negligible.

The Fort 15 2 woeession of such groupings, and a potent reminder
that landscape does not need planting to be memorable. Spaclousness
and enclosure, sunlight and shadow, buildings and river, and the
misty spaces of the plain beyond, together combine to make a land-
scape desdgn of the finest qualicy

The other garden, the Anguri Bagh, Is a complete contrast, The
private garden of the renana quarter, It lies open and level and
suray : 4 traditional Mughul garden. The same more probably derives
from the decorative pariern of vines inlaid on the buildingy near by,
than from the uee of the garden grow grapes, though & stone
pergolh once existed. Tavernier; the jeweller, wipte: ‘Before the
Divan is a Gallery, that serves for 2 Portico; which Cha-Jean had »
design to have adorn’d all over with a kind of Latice-work of
Emraulds and Rubiles that should have represented to the life Grapes
when they ane green, and when they begin o grow red. But this
design which made such & noise In the World, and requir'd mare
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Riches; than il the World could afford to perfect, remains un-
finish’d; there beitig only three Stocks of a Vine in Gold, with their
leaves, as the rest oupght 1o have been; and enamel’d In thelr natural
colours, with Bmraulds, Rubies and Grandtes wrought into the
fashion of Grapes.'

When the garden was restored, on the instructions of Lovd Curzon,
many disfiguring accretions were cleared away. Today, the intri-
cately patterned parterres show little of the luxuriance they had in
Mughu! times, while the garden’s finest features, the big reservair
reflecting the Khas Mahal, and the marble waterfall below it lie
empty and dazilingly white in the sun.

Shati Jahan was to know the Fort n many aspects. Here was
celebrated the marriage feast of his two sons, Dara Shukoh and
Sultan Suja, when the future still seemed bright belore them. It wasa
festival of Freworks and light, as Peler Mundy relates:

‘First o ranck of great Bliphants, whose bellles were full of squibbs;
Crackers; etts. Then a ranck of Gyants with wheelex In their hands,
them a ranck af Monsters, then of Turrets, then o Artificiall trees . .

all full of Rocketts . Also'1 think there were noe less then a
million of lights burninge in the meane tyme, as Characks [chiragh,

= -1

A derail of che murble foumtain pood m fromt of
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Pian. The Angurt Bagh was the pardys of the
senang quarter. The soeth pavilion e wdd fo
huie breew ocrgried by Moshanara Begam,
while Jahangra, who remaimed with hee
Jather during his rmprisanmens, wcvupiad the
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Above, Anyuri Bagh, Red sanlstone rings in
the wills at first-flove level, like thase at
Sikgndra, wene used fo mretol corrmmy Ty
the purden

Kight: The mirbin coscasde ; by day, gobd dand
ulewr suenes fillnd wathk podd flowwrs werr ot in
the miches behind the wator. AL right the cused
wyre replaced by fighis

foiin

an earthen lamp], Lanthornes, Lampes, etts. fastned amd placed In
rancks one above another on the Castle wall, with turretts etts.
edifices, in & manner clean Covered with them from the groutd to the
Topp. vizt 3 of 4 rancks of small and 3 ranck of great lights, and thett
small and then great againe: also a great part of the plaine covered
with Lamps.’

Almost dally thers was some public spectacle; fights between llons
clephants. tigers and other animals) on Thursdays. 2 grimmer day,
the sentences of the condemaed were carried out. Both at Agra and
Delhi were terrains especially devoted to clephant fighting: In each
case, these were beside the river, since the infuriated beasts conld
frecuuently only be brought under control at the end by being driven
into the water, The empetor and his court could watch from above,
the cominon people from below. The fights took place between pairs
of combal clephants. cach with twi nders. The snimals fought one
another across 3 mud wall, and the victor was he who finally
demualished the wall atid routed his oppanent, It was the rders whe
sullered most. being frequently trampled to death in the milée, They
took 3 formal farewell of their wives and lamilles the night before:
if they won, the prize-money was good: If they died. the emperor
provided lor their wivesand children.



At the end of & 1ifetime of sction ond splendour came the years of
imprisonment Yet, by the standards of the time. the terms of this
were {airly lenient. Shab Jahan's caprivity amounted so what today
would be called house arrest. He had a sulte of rooms n the Fort,
ihe company of his daughter Jahanars, and his collection of jewels
Aurangzib corresponded with, but did not visit him. He was buried
it the Ta) Mahal, but there were those who considered’his funeral
ceremotties to have beéen unduly scamped.

On the other side of the world, within the decade, same purallel to
Aurangzib’s puritanism might be seen in Cromwell, and he. after all
bebeaded his oppanent.

THETAS MAHAL AGRA
The Taj Mahal, like the Venus de Milo, is so familiar through endless
reproductions that 1o see it in fact comes as @ surprise. The well-
known view is there the canal, the cypresses, and at the end of the
vista a bulltling that transcerds all eriticlam, that is not less perfect
than had been expected, but more. Yet this very reputation has left
one unprepared to find the mausoleum itsell the climax of 4 layour of
remarkable beauty and complexity. )

Shati Jahan's memorial to his best-loved wile took twenty-two
years to build {1632-54), Legend has it that Mumtaz Mahal hersell
had previously chosen the site as the result of a dream. She died
fullowing the birth ol her fourteenth child. and the following year.
work on the tomb began Her body, brought back to Agra. was
butied tesmporarily in the gardens, until the actual sepulchre shauld
beready

Tavernier describes how he himself saw both the commencement
and the completion of the work, and that sbout twenty thousand
workmen were employed throughout the whole period of building.
He recards, o, Shah Jahan's intention to build himself a second
tomb:

Qﬂh-g*l-ﬂﬂ_ had begun to raise his own Monument on the other slde
of the v&.bmttgwmwuhhissum;hmm'!hldeﬁgn.m&ld
Aurangzib, now reigning, ever take any care to finish it.”

The second memorial was apparently intended in black marble, with
a bridge w join the two, Dara Shukoh’s garden at Rijbehars in
Kashmir was based on just such a concept but at Agra one may well
feel grateful that the project was never carrled out, for to add to the
design would surely have been to diminish it

A small city was set up on the approaches 1o the Ta) Mahal. Here
there were streets of shops. buildings. and sarats where merchants
and shopkeepers followed their trades. The revenue which this
produced was available for the upkeep of the memorial, just as in
smaller gardens the fruit plantations had served a similar purpose.
Peter Mundy refers to the area as Tage Gunge, whilea nineseenth-
century plan calls it "Momtazabad in Ruins’. This plin. ‘usually
known s Colonel Hodgson's plan, provides a complete recard of the
whole complex. Prepared in the Surveyor-General's office in India
and dated 1828, the detail and drawing are of the highest order. A

SHAT JAHAN
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tribute to lts long-desd makers is due: to Colimel Hodgson himsell;
to Burke and James and Winkton the surveyors, measuring the
gardens and plotting the trees: and to Peeareedsul and Biswass.
whise draughtsmanship and calligraphy have priduced a minor
work of art

In one respect the Layout echoes that of the Red Fort at Dellu, an
immense enclosure, walled on three sides, with the fourth apen to
the tiver. The levels are deceptive. for the calm regulavity of the
interior leaves one unprepared for the drop in levels 1o the rives
For oven upon the approaches; Shah Jahan had ordered the ground
LE,.'-:'I-:. 1y he fhsrngn:d ‘cawseinge hills to be made level because they
might not hinder the prospeet of it .

Unce arrived at the main entrance courtyard, the great red =md-
Hone gatchouse gives access 10 the garden. Bernier discribes this at
Ereat length, fecling “the edifice lias s magnificent appearance’

Top: The Tuaf sers vt Mo o imfer maires af
reud s et e,

Abuve; The hatilements bo bhe govdes wsll
arvmonid Mg tap of the ewchaiing weali, restored in
At o £l direcrren of Land Carzon
Accergding o rh_ru.l_ffuiu]' Survey, ‘tack
eremeflation oo onlad sk g flurad patoers o
whriée marie, with a ddack marile ormiee;
ehrix peenrs hodlyom the ot vde gnd fraide of
e radl, wirile om o imosile ey i adma
hand of mdasd whvte mariile ertemading
thr u.'ﬁ.u.'r lemyth of the wall pbelow the
oreme] [l
Oyppasite s The Tup Mubad, Agra: Lapoar pia,
prepnared mn J 855 fj‘h"l:' Sury -r_‘nfr-ln.rrlr'.'.f
of Fadia, Calomel Hodyun
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The river terraces of the Tuf with black and
white ripple paving. fn the distance t4 the Fort.

From the archway within, the Taj Mahal ltself first appears. Many
writers have referred to it as ‘floating’, and perhaps no other word
so well describes this building: changing under every changing light.
yet always with this strange ethereal quality. as of something just
alighted upon the earth. rather than ralsed from it by the labour of
tWenty-two years.

The garden facing the entrance 18 agalsi a classical char-hagh but
with one major departure from the generality of Mughul tonib plans.
The building itself is placed, not at the centre as at. for example,
Sikandra. but at the end of the garden on a raised terrace to form the
climax of the whole design. The recurrent Mughul colour concept.
the white marble jewel within its red sandstone casket. |8 nowhere
so perfectly Mlustrated a5 here. The tamb, not only white, but
actually glittering with semi-precious stones, Is flanked by two red
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sandstone buildings, the one a mosque, the other an assembly hall
Four smaller octagonal pavilions mark the corners of the river plat-
form: the retaining walls and the flagped paths of the garden =il
areall in degrees of red, completing the theme, Arriving af the tomb
the Lt and loveliest of the disclosures becomes apparent - the sétting
on the wide curve of the Jumna, with the plunging depth of the
retaining wall below and in the distance; across the water, the
crenellated outline of the Fort, the domes of the Moti Masjid glitter-

ing and all the smoky tones of Agra city beyonid. The tomb ltselt

stanids on 3 handsome platform. the ripple design of which ks syin-
bolic of the water in which it would normally have béen set

The proportinn ol the garden have been much altered by the
Eurcpeanized planting of the last century. The ‘four-fold field plot
has been trunsformed by the planting of large specimen trees into

A rach o of the ornsr axts L @ paitile in
v sermdcrome, Bullt enio the boundary wall

ITl




Fromm the frrst floor of the mrrgnes padana
Ihe red scomdsrome building to phe Lfi uf the Ty
18 & vy o Ertefingui el prigerind wene mae
v fcomme am fhae Pgrladting om b ke,

A frvede of flawipes on the base uf Hie outsule
Wil of ¢he Tesf. Tulips aud g iri8 ave Glear(y
seew o phe W s it the cvstrr frat the plant
o rhe Fght Would seew |0 be frugimery,
althouyh che ectaad flouer fegrs & Hnmg
ressmfdamnr to e TRl hoars o P 19
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an gverue, fusiing the perspoctive owards the tomb, sa that much
of the dietsiled Livout in the eest of the garden goea unseen and
nnvigited, The enclosure was almos certainly: originally planted
wit frudi trees. with taller rees lor shady walks at either side. and
the cavseways, &8 i Mughul gardens genesally, are slighetly ralied
to allow {or brrigation, Berpler refers oo to ‘many parterses (ull of
Novwgrs”, which ni lodiger exist, Al the cetutre of the garden s 4 fine
rafseid tank. reflecting the omb a3 in & mirror fmage. and on the
cross axes stand two more not inconsiderable pavilions in red sand-
stnne. To the south is the clolater of the garden entramee, and here
fhe poor were sdmitted three times & week In the relny sedson o
recelye the emperor s churity,

Many detaily of grear subtlely arise The starshdped pattern ol
e parterees |5 preserved aloog the mam ¢anal: the msciption
round the central arch of the tomb is graduated wo that the effect of
perspective Is lfiet and the lettirs read os of egpual siee from below
The hase ol the dome inaccessible 1o marauders, atill retales it
jewels und une of the most moving momenis in the day’s changing
light comes is the setting sun reaches and lights up- the sparkling
stones one by one The floral mlays. possibly the omstanding
decorative feature. are world renowned

Yet when the gardin has been exhausted, there b still much lo see
The journey m the ferry-hoat locks perilous but must surely be one
of the mist worthwhile in the wotld. From the opposite bank. the
lindscape becames onee more one of bulldings, viver and sky, with

Dipeai! of Lhe reflecting i




THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INDTA

The Taj Makal from acrosd the river

the superb effects of light which Agra's humid climate generates
Even the retaining wall 1o the Jummna is ri¢hly decorated on the aul-
sisle, while the massive garden walls, with their claborate castelli-
tions, are of interesd In themselves.

Upon the west. outside the walls. traces remain of many strydtures
carefully recorded upon Colonel Hodgson's plan Ruied baildings
anil mrched gates, @ cistern, and] 2 Talaed water courss ol crmdd.,zuhlﬂ
height, extend down hall the garden while to the south Fies yet

another pavilion. the Satiell Burj, one of four pavillons cutside the
walls

Many names have figured as designers and craftsmen &t the Ta
Mahal. Geropmo Veroneo the Venetlan poldemith, the silversmith
Austin of Bordesux, the Perslans’ Ustad Ahmad and Ustad Hamid,
Bdve in term been éredited with much of the responsibility. Yet id
the last analysis I ks most probable that the major fnluence. the
driving intelligence. was that of Shah Jahan himseil




AURANGZIB 1658-1707

Firaavk

Thae three younger xons of Shah Jahan nding
topether Shak Suja, Murcd and Aurangzib

1Té

With Shab Jahan's illness In 1657, Aurangzib embarked upon a
contest of power from which he finally emerged the unchallenged
victor; lutgz:nwm of it he had deposed and imprisoned his father
and brought about the démhs of his three brothers, Dara Shukoh,
Murad and Shah Suja. Of infinitely stronger character than his rivals.
his political skill and military experience were also greater. Yet
whatever their respective competence as rulers, in the matter of
gardens one cannot but regret the loss of Dara Shukob. In this
respect at least. here might have been another emperor in the
pattern of Jahangir snd Shah Jahan Peri Mahal and the parden at
Bijbehara are 4 token of his interest and akill while the paintings in
his Album have delighted succesding generations.

Differing entirely from his predecessors. Aurangzib persamified
the type. recurrent through the ages, of the puritan zealol driven by
the desire to do good, A controversial figure, his motives must
nevertheless be respected, The strict enforcement of the principles of
tslam was his aim. and the orthodoxy of Shah Jahan was succeeded
by 4 rigidity amounting at times to oppression. Hindus, Jews and
Christians were all 1o feel, In various ways, the weight of his dis-
approval, while Muslim deviationists suffered perhaps most of all
Wardens were appointed, In the principal centres of population,
charged with the supervision of moral conduct. Drinking, gambling.
the taking of opium, dancing and music were ali 1o be discouraged.
prayer and fasting were to be faithfully observed. Art and poetry,
though not officually disapproved, received little support.

Aurangzib’s contribution to architecture was however consider-
able. 1t consisted largely of mosgues, and of these. the Motl Masjid in
the Red Fort at Delhi s of outstanding quality. Of landscape it Is
prabably not unfiir to say that he wias unaware of its exisience 3s &
art and the few gardens laid out in his reign show clearly how the
standards of design had begun to degenerate. Yet the Shalamar
Bagh a1 Delhi must have held an attraction for him, for 1t was here
that he was provisionally crowned as emperar, upon the deposition
ol his father. Later the coronstion ceréminy was carried out more
formally in the Fort at Delhi.

In the context of garden making, his long reign is of interest chiefly
for the light it throws on the achievements and customs of his

The zenith had been reached with Shah Jahan,
Aurangzib’s own contribution was minimal. Without however the
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recotds of such writors s Bernier, ‘Tavernier and Manucci, much
would have been missing from our appreciation of Mughul gardens
apa of theirmakers

Frangois Bernier, a French physiclan, bad reached Tndia on his
travels, He first received an offer of service with Dara Shukol, then
dlready in considerable distress anil in Mght from his brother, Such
however were the stralts to which the prince had been reduced that he
was unabie to provide for Bernler, who instead joined the retinue of
Danishmand Khan, one of Aurangrib's nobles. In this capacity
Bernler travelled extensively throughout India, and followed in the
empernr’s train on the occasion of his only visit to Kashmir. Edocted
and articulute, Bornler has left the mest complete descriptions, not
only of the Indlan cities. but of the gardens of Kashmir itsell, and of
the fantastic paraphernalia of travel,

Aurangzih had been seriously ill. and decided 1o visit Kashmir for
the sake of his health. Of all the journeys, this was perhaps the most
elaborate and the most fully documented. Astrologers were con-
sulted as to the most suitable dite to begin the venture and settled
upon December 6th. 1664. The visit was to take cighteen months and
the first halt was made at the Shalumar Bagh o Dellii, where the
travellers remained for six days in order that no preparation for such
4 momentous journey should be overlooked.

There were nuny who had doubts about the whole affalr!

% . the more intelligent sort ol men would hardly be ded. that
as long as he kept his father, Chah-Jean, prisoner in the Fort at Agra,
he would think it safe 1o be at such a distance. Yet not-withstandin

we have found. that Reason of State hath given place w that c’:‘
Healih. or rather to the Intrigues of Rauchenara-Begum, who was
wild to breath a more free Atr than that of the Seraglio. and o have
her turm in showing herself to a gallant and cent Army, as her
stster Begum-Sahed had formerly done duringt reignof Chj;-duu_'

The size of the provession was prodigious:

"He hath with him not only the Thirty-five thousand Horse. or thire-
about, and 10,000 Foot, bur also both his Artilleries, the great or
heavy, and the small or lighter, which s called the Artillery of the
Wheeess the Heavy et vt Bt s i o
whereas t Eav to th we
b vy sometimes keep gh

The great artillery required the cfforts not merely of twenty yoke of
axen, but of elephants ‘when they stick in any deep way, or are 1o
pass some steep mountain’. When one considers two processions of
fecent times. the Coronation procession of Elizabeth 1l and the
funeral procession of Winston Churchill, and the months of planning
required to take them over a few miles of Jevel roads, the Joghstics of
the almost annual migrations to Kashmir are formidable.

They proceeded at leisure, taking nearly twomonths to travel from
Deihi 10 Lahore. Aurangeib diverted himself with hunting on the
way and court business was also carried on periodically as the
Procession came to rest. Aurangrib followed Akbar's precedent of
“'"*“ldif;ﬂ on advance parties, so that all might be in readiness upon his
arrival,

A=tumer quaners B = pavillon
Plan of the purdes of Ragusery on the rovté fo
Kaxefrmr,

I



A mﬂafﬂmm #5633 sheicn by
Peter Mundy. Shak Jahan. mounted and with
an umphrella over is head, i the middle
hdgnnd. P the lef forvgrowmd 1s a

polumiguin suspended from o thick hamboo
wiltich had beem artificrally made o grous
erpoked
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below:
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tan

hml:h:l'wlﬂ he hath usually two Camps,
. th the end that when he breaketh up
mdhwﬂimthz zhm:puudbdm dvad:y.mdh:

“When the lm

two Bodles, of

found ready when he arriveth at the place design
Andﬁutherd'mthnttuymuﬂdﬁtﬁﬁtm nil"ynudmld
s3y. Houses poing before '

The peiche-kanes were virtually identical. each requiring over sixty
mmmmm.w.mmm:w“;tﬁ
the necessary porters, They were laid out to an orderly and
patters, much as in Akbar’s day, and the great lamp, the Akas Diya,
was atill in use as 4 bescon,

Apart from the accommaodation tieeded for the retinue itself, and

_uﬂthbvmlhgglgpm

. there must needs be a retreat for all that number of Birds of
that are al carried for' G.lm lnf“m Ihmw and so
must be for

take wild Goats; for those
ind Rhioceros, that are led
!itngzhﬂghdngwithl.hm Tastly for those tamed wild Goats.
ﬂmynﬂﬁndhthnmundnmipwlbﬁmlhnﬁng.

Bernier goes on to describe the various methods of transporting the
emperor himself, and the royal ladies . .

‘Ordinarily he causeth himsell to be carried on mens shoulders. ina
kind of Sedan or Litter, upon which s & Tuct-raiam, that is, a Ficld-
thm:c“;nhwhtnhhhuld Andlhhh“ﬂ;;l Tm
na ]:llhn. guilded, h be shin
;lmwhm llilmuher mwmbnurthmﬁ'mmwa

p':.:‘ Gnld..wuh great Gold and Silk-fringes: and
:tmhhnm‘h are two robust and well-clouthed Porters, that
change by turns with as many more that follow *
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‘Sometimes also he goeth an Horse-back, especially when “tis a faie
day for hunting. At other times he rideth on an Flephant, o 4 M-
dember; or Hauze; and this ix the most splendid appearance; For, the
is decked with a very rich and very magnificent Harnass:
the Mik-dember, being a lttle square House or Turret of Wood, 15
alwayes painted and guilded; and the Hauze, which is an Oval seat.
having a Canopy with Pillars over it, bs so likewise,*
"The Princesses, and the great Ladies of the Seraglio are alvo carried In
sundry fashions; same are carried. like the King, on mens shoulders,
ina Tehaudoule. which Is a kind of Tuctraues, t:m!:d, guilded, and
cover'd with great and costly Net-work of Sitk of divers colours,
enriched with Embroldery, Fringe, and thick pendant tufts. Others
are carried in @ very handsome Pulekys closed, that ire likewise
dimed and guilded, and covered with rthat rich silken net-work.
;’:ﬂ:mmﬂdin Litters by two strong Camels. or by two
small Elephants, instead of Mules: and In this manner | have some-
timed seet carried Rauchengra-Begum: when ©also observed, that in
the fore.part of her Litter, being open, there was 4 little She-slive,
that with a peacocks-tail kept off from her the Flyes and Dust.”

Upan arriving at the mountains, the numbers in the procession
were strictly limited, in arder not to make excessive demands upon
the provisions available in Kashmir. Even those permitted to
accompany the emperor could only take a quarter of their attendants,
while the great mass of minor officlals, merchants and shopkeepers
weere left behind. The camels, too, had to be dispensed with, ‘these
mountains being too steep and craggy for their long shanked and stiff
legs”. The clephants however remained essential Even this greatly
reduced party still required some thirty-thousand porters. The route
they followed was that used by successive emperors since Akbar,
by way of Bhimbar, Rajsuri and the Pir Panjal Pass. The original
Imperial Road. often carried on embankments or through cuttings,
had been progressively improved, and s number of notable sarsis,
mmhmm.ﬂdhmmumndrmthhpdw
onwards,

Of these the Changas. Thanna and Allabad sargis were among the
finest, North of Changas, at Rajauri, where Jahangir died, there was
even a garden. Bulle on the traditional Mughul plan, this had
central tank and pavilion, octagonal towers at the four comers, and &
bath-house.

The Pir Panjal Pass itself, at 11,400 feet was the lowest paint in the
maountaing south-west of Kashmir. Many travellers have written of
it bitter winds, its physical and mental terrors. From this point
however began the descent to the Aliabad surul, and thence on
down to the inhabited valley. Once arrived at Srinagar. Bernier
made & number of excursions, and to these we owe the sccounts of
Shalamar, Achabal and Vernag which give invaluable cluss 1o their
original appesrance,

Aurangzib visited Kashmir once only, and the rest of his lomg
Feign was spent in India. Each of the emperors has come o be associ-
ated with certain cities above ail. Babur is remembered at Kabul and
Agra; the fugitive Humayun, in his death at least, at Delhi. Agra and
Fatehpur Silrf were Akbar's cities. while perhaps Lahore belongs



most to lshangir, though his real love was always Kashmir Shah
Jahan's Delhl and Agra finally provided the erowning glories of the
whole Mughul achlevement.

Aurangzib, (oo, is commemaorated by a city. He set up Aurangabad
as his southern capital, convenient for his milltary campaigns. Here
he built a citadel, the Kila Arh, and held courr attended by over
fifty princes, with many thousands of retainers. Two gardens here
recall his name. One, the Pan Chakkl water-mill, contains the tomb
of a Chishti saint who was his spiritual mentor, while north-east of
the town lies the tomb-garden of his wife

The Mausoleum of Rabi A Daurani appears to have been based on
the design of the Taj Mahal. The concept is the same, a canal leading
up toa domed building, supported by smaller domes and minarets.
There however the resemblance ends. The splendour and utrer
certainty of ithe Taj Mahal are replaced by 4 confusion of elements
atid a weakness of proportion which show clearly that the climax in
design had been passed, and that the inevitable decline hiad set in.

The Mausoleurn of Rabi o Daurani, bulld by
Avrangzih ar Auromgabad i bhe Deocan, asa
memorial fo his fivsr wifle
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Rosharare Gardens, Delhi e paveilion iy all
thar murvites
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At Lahore, Aurangeib’s Badshahi mosque ls unisual in having 4
garden. His daughter, Zebanissa Begam built two gardens here also,
the Chau-Burgl Bagh and the Nawan Kot Bagh. but little trace of
either remains,

Better remembered. both for her garden and her personality, s
Roshanara Begam. Lively and enterprixing, this younger daughter of
Shah Jahan was rather surprisingly an ardent supporter of her
brother Aurangzib. The Roshanara Gardens, once her pleasure
garden, must tixday he searched out in the north-western suburbs of
Shahjshanabad. The design. a pavilion and four canals, had already
been much altered by 1912, and the originul classic pattern biurred
with winding drives and flower-beds. She herself comes vividly to
life again in Bernier’s pages, with her elephants and her escorts, her
fricndship a passport to success and position in Aurangrib’s court
Mamucci indeed Is not above hinting at scandal

‘I knew that in this journey Rashan Ara Begpam did not take in her
lister her maid-servant, but In the latter's place 2 youth dressed asa
maid-servant. God knows what they were up to in addition to
drinking wine,'

One garden only of the period can compare with the greas
pleasure gardens of Kashmir or Lahote, Fadal Khan's garden-palace
a1 Pinjaur. near Simla. For this was a reign of religious conflict and
constant war, with a ruler disinclined to spare time or resources for
the provision of delight

In 1707, at eighty-nine, the aged emperor died. He had governud
for nearly fifty years, with courage and authority to the last. His




cexsclesy military campaipns left the empire larger territorally at his
death than ar his accession, but the tensions enpendercd by his
palicies were o prove » major contribution to fts decline nd dis
dppearmmce. With Aurangzib, the dynamic of the Mughuls ap
proached its end. The empire ceased to be effective in the 1750s, but
outwardly, in ever-diminishing form, it survived to reach (5 final
figure-head in Bahadur Shah T [f. 1R37-57) mamtaining his little
court at Dedhi in the shadow of the British presence in [ndia

PIAIALN, MEAR SIMLA

Fadal Khan, Aurangzib's foster-brother, had directed the construc-
Hon of the Imperial Mosque at Lahore, and appears 1o have been
ane uf the few men for whom the emperor had uny real warmth of
regard. When he recelved the governorship of Pinjaur. in the
Hiimalayan foothills, he resolved to build himself a splendid parden
b the tradithon of Jahangis
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Ll:gr_nd recards & very anclent parden on this siie, and the firsi
historical record ‘goes back to Ap 1030 A parden here s reputed to
have been destroyed by Timur, and the site remained a wilderness
until Fadai Khan lid out the present garden. This again became
derelict, and wms restored by the rulers of Patials durlng the las
cetitury, The modern city of Chandigarh lies thirteen milss away

The site is magnificent, looking dcross a fertile valley ringed by
hills: Unlike most Mughul gardens. the entrance is from the higher
ground, and the seven terraces step down the hill, revealing a fresh
view at cach level, The steepmess of the site allows Impressive falls
between each terrace, and the central water-course b strong and
dominant, but it lacks the subtlety of earlier gardens. It also lacks
their sente of Intimacy, The mango orchards on each side of the
lower terraces are not high enough to give enclosure, and the un-
planted lower part of the garden s rather bleak and vpen

The calm symmetry of the Mughu! pavillons has also sulfered
fram extensions built in the last century. Nevertheless in scale and
concept it Is a rour-de-force and when the water is Nowing {which' it
does on occasions) the effect must be magnificent. Al other times it
suffers more from the Jack of water than many of the earlier gardens,
where perfection of design can bear even that loss
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PLANT MATERIAL IN THE MUGHUL GARDENS
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From the Mughils themselves, we know that their gardens were full
of flowers, frult and trees. Contempurary sources are thelr memaoies,
thelr paintings. aued plants and flowers of every kind In the Inlays,
carvings and mural paintings of their buildings. The memoirs of
Babur and Jahangir arc filled with detalls of thetr gardens, While
much rescarch i still needed to identify with certaimty many of the
plants to which they refes, it Is possible to bulld up & falrly general
picture of the muterials they usur

In the paintings irees and flowers abound, the chenar and the
eypress especially. spring flowers scatter the gardens. and branches
of feuit blossom overhang the walls. The portraits of the emperors
show them with flowers at their feet, while the marging of both
paintings and manuscripts are decorated with exquisite hotanical
tletall. Carvings In basrelief give expression to the (orm and growth
of the plants which are their subjects, while the pictra-dura inlays,
such a4 those at the Ta] Mubal. add colour to complete their astonish-
ingly lifelike illustrations.

Some information too is available from Buropean travelles in the
Mughul Empire. They, however, were primarily interested in the
life and buildings around them. and when they write of plants, it is
usually in gencral termé They may refer. for Instance. o roses or
lities. but give lirtle indication of species or vaniety.

Bernier records his impressions as he left the plains in the trals of
Aurangeib, crossed the mountains, and began the descent Into
Kashmir;







THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INDIA
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‘It seem'd to me surprising enough. to find myself from the first alght
that we parted from Bember, and entred Into the Mountains, pasy
from & Torrid o4 Temperate Zone. For, we had no sooner mounted
thin dreadful Wall of the World, | mean, this high. steep, blick and
bald Moumtain, of Bember, but that in descending on the other side,
we fiind an Alr thit was pretty tollerable, §i gentle and Tem-
perate. But that which syrprised me more In these Mountains, was,
to find mysell in a trice, transported out of the Indies into Europe
Eor, seecing the Barth cdvered with all our plants and shrubs, except
tssop; Thyme, Marjoram and Rosemary, | imagined | was in some of
aur Mountains of Auvergne, In the midst of a Forest of all our kinds
of Trees, Pines, Oaks. Elms Planestrees. And T was the more
wstanish ' because bn all those burning Flelds of Indostan, whence 1
cams, Lhad seen almost nothing of all that’

Yet It s surprising, in vhew of the difference in climate. how many
species are found In both the Indlan plainy and in Kashmir. The
emperors were active particularly in the import of fruit trees, while
the tradition of planting shade trees is conturies old. As successive
rulers buily roads, so they planted avenues alang them, At halting
places, the trees were often extended four-square, 5o ad to provide
shade fram all points of the compass. Wherever possible, a well
would alo be constructed at these halts.

Sebastien Manrique’s description of the approach to Sehrind, a
roval garden in Patiala state, gives a pleasant picture of coolness
cantrived out of heat :

‘1 ook the opportunity to visit the Royal gardens at this place,
belonging to the Mogol Emperor One passes to It along a most
lively road, or rither avenue, some forty feet wide, and ornamented
on both sides with fresh green willows planted at regular intervals.
Thelr branches met above and, Intérlacing, form a green leafy
canopy. .. . Along one side of this pleasant avenue flowsa rivulet. . ..
The avenue ends in a wide open plain where the gardem Is situated.
It was re I form, sbivided Into | sections each cov
about half a Jeague, the whole encl by a high massive wall
strong burnt bricks. Four lotty sumptuous gateways lead into this
most pleasant frult garden. Each gateway, when open, gives a vista
down a long wide roadway, the fﬁr forming s cross; one could not
see from one end to the other. These roads are ormamented at regular
intervals by funereal obellsk-shaped cypresses which divide the
garden Into four sections: one section contains kind of fruit
tree; a second every kind of flower and odorilerous herb in abund-
ance; |n the third section are eatsble vegetables of all kinds. and
in the last section a grand Royal Palace. ...

Widely used In Kashmir were such shade trees as oriental plane,
cypress, willow and poplar; while in the plains would be added
palms, mango, tamarind, and the ubiquitous champa or pagods tree.
The mango, described by Babur as ‘the best fruit in Hindustan',
served the dual purpose of providing both deep shade and delicious
fruit

Peter Mundy tells us that when Jahangir planted the road-side
avenies stretching out from Agra. he used Nim [Margosa), pipal
{Ficus refigiosa). dhak {Burea fromdosa) and bahr (Ficus indica) 'for the
ez of Travellers, and for shade in hott weather®



The planting of frult trecs was held in great regard, both for lis
own sake and for the revenue it produced. Much detail is avatlable
on the introduction of frult from one country to anather. and of it
subsequent culture. Akbar, for instance, arranged for the Jmport of
apple trees from Samarkand, even though in Agra they needed to be
watered nine months of the year. Even Humayun took the trouble to
wisit his distant orange pardens

In present-day Kashmir. the abundance of fruip of all kinds, and
particularly the excellence of the walmuts. tallies very closely with
the descriptions of the Mughuls:

Jahangir writes of Kashmir

‘Before my father’s time there were no shab-ale [chorries), Muham-
mad Zull Afshar brought them From Kabul and planted them, and
there are pow ton or fifteen’ fruit-bearing trees. Thete were also
some apricat trees, The aforesaid made them known in this country,
and now there are many of them, In Facy the apricot of Kashinir &
.« Thete are pears [nashpad]) of the best kind, better than
Rabul, or Badakhshan and nearly equal to those of Samarkand. The
apples of Kashmir are celebeated Jor their ness. The guavas
emrud) are middling. Grapes are plentiful but most of themn are
h and inferior, and 1 megranites are not worth much,
Water-melons of the best kind can be obtained. . . There are no
shish-tut [some kind of large mulberry) but there are other (rur)
mulberries everywhere. From the foot of every mulberry-tree 4
vine-creeper grows up.”
One is reminded of the plain of Lombardy, where the mulberry trees
supparting one great Industry, of silk, were looped with vines, the
symbol of another.
Even a short list of fruit from Mughul recards would produce:

Almond Guava Pineapple
Apple Lemon Plantain
Apricot Lime | banana)
Cherry Mango Plum

[sweet and sour) Melon Pomegranate
Citron Mulberry Quinee
Coconti Orange Sugar-cane
Date [swectand sour)  Walnut
Fig Peach Watermaelan
Grape Pear

Babur, writing in 1526, described in great detail the meriis and
demerits of various Indian fruits: the mahuwa, from which arag was
distilled, jack-fruit, corinda, and many others. OF datw fiquor he
remarked: ‘No hilarity was felt, much must be drunk. seemingly, to
pricluce & lirtle cheer

In the chalce of flowers, colour and scent were all-important,
although symbolism also played sume part.
‘Prom the excellmcics of its swoet-scented flowers ane may prefer
the fragrances of Indla 1o those of the flowers of the whole world
It has many such thit nothing in the whole world can be compared
to them. The first ts the cha |Mickelia charmpaca]. which bs 2
flower of exceedingly sweet fragrance, it has the shape of the

Tl grinalald woae probahly Sterenapersmum
tuavolens
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saffron Hower, but is yellow inclining to white. The tree ks very
symmetrical and large, foll of branches and leaves and is shady.
When In flower one tree would perfume a garden. Surpassing this s
the keora ﬂnwcr‘JFuudunm odoratizsimus], 1ts shape and appearanie

are singular, and its scent so strong and penetrating that it does
not vield to the odour of musk, Another 15 the roe bel |may bea
jexsamine] which In scemt resembles white jeasamine Its Howen
are double and treble. Another is the mulsar |Mimusops Elengi]
This tree too Is very graceful and symmetrical and is shady. The
scent of its llowers ks very pleasant. Another is the ketiakd | ? Pandanis|
which Is of the nature of the keora, but the latter is thorny, whereas
the ketki has no thorns. . . . Moreover the ket is yellowish, wheneas
the frora is white. From these two flowers and alse from the chambeli
Jasmiinum prandifforum] which is the white jessamine of wilayar
Persia or Afghanistan), they extract sweet-scented ails. There are
other flowers (o0 numerois to mention, Of trees there are the
cypress [sarwd, the pine |sembar] the chanar |Platanus nﬁrrlmhs}. the
white poplar |safidar, Populus alba)] and the bid mulla [willow]



which they had never formerly m:uhih: of {0 Hindustan, bul are FLANT MATERIAL IN THE MUGHUL GARDENS

now plentiful. The sindal-tree, w once was peculiar to the
5 [i-e. Java, Sumatra, etc] also flourishes in the gardens. . | .

Jechangir

Yet revenue too was not without significance. The saffron crop of
Kashmir has for centuries been important economically; while the
gardens of Lake Dl in Jahangic's day produced a substantial income
from roses and bed musk.

A long tradition of flower festivals exists in Kashmir, with the
lHlac, the rose and the lotus each in turn attracting its admirers. Few
Mlowers can have a more ancient symbolism than the lotus, the sacred
flower of both Hindu and Buddhist. From Egypt to the Far East, it has
been held in reverence for centuries. It Is the symbol of creation;
and of the various species found in India the rose-coloured lotus of
Lake Dal iz especially the symbol of sunrise.

It was upon the lotus lily bud, rising from the surface of the warer,
that the Mughuly based the design of fountain jets Their fountains
were composed from patterns of water, rather than from the
sculptures. rocks and vases of thelr Buropean contemporaries, 5o
that the Jet itself was all-important, and the lotus bud became an
almost invariable component of their

The flowers used in the miniatures and inlays are often so stylized
s to be unrecognizable, Some of them were probably copied from
Perslan manuscripts, but there are many that are true portraits.
Amang these are cyclamen. iris, tulips, crown imperials, lilies,
pinks. roses. poppies and peonies. From European records we might
add:

Regton of Delhiand Agra Kasfmir and Lakore
Ciarnation Carnation
Coxcomb Brelphinium
Heliotrope Hullyhock
Hyacinth Jasmine
Jasmine Lilac
Larkspur Lotus
Love-lies-bleeding Narcissus
Lotus Saffron
Marigolds Stocks
Narcissus Wallllower
Oleanders

Tuberoses

Violet

Zinnia

Many plants are named in the memoirs of Habur and Yahangir and In
the Ain-s-Akbari. Lists taken from these sources are given below
with sach \dentification as is at present available; reasonably firm
identifications are given tn small caplitals.

Rewarding work awalts some scholar who would delve more
deeply into these sources and In so doing would perhaps enable
more of the original species to be restared to the gardens,




LIST OF PLANT NAMES

I From the Memoirs of Babar

AMLA

BER
CHIKDA

CHIRUND

GULAR
JAMAN
JASUN
KADHIL
EAMEAK
EANIR
EARAUNDA
AR
KELA
KHIRNI
EHUTRMA

KIURA

LMo
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MYRCALAN THEE - PHYLLANTHLUS
BnLCA [Euphorbacarf - deciduous
small 16 mediim tree. grown for It
fruil

ALAMGO

TAMARIND — TAMARINHCS INDICA
{Legueninosac) ~ date tree
MOMEEY-JACK < ARTOCANMS
LACOOCHA - medinm deciduwims tree
LFTE FRUTT — FIEYPHLS FUITDA
{Riamaocear)
AT UL — PR AG LS A MGUETIFNLY,
[ Efragaacrar)
DUCHANANLA LA TIMOLLA
[Anscardinacece }— medium
deelduous tree
CLUSTERED FiG — FICUS GLOMERATA
fﬂmwj
FUGENLA SAMBOLANA { Myvtacoar) -
medium evergreen tree
HIBLLS prEa SNEsas [ Ml avear)
TACK-FRUTT — ANTIN ARPLS
INTEGRIFHAA [Muraceas ) - hage
evergreen troe
Amcmmfﬂnm;
—a tree coltivated {be its frult
OLUASNIYER — MERILIN ORI 1M
{Apocymacean]
CONIMDA - CARISEA CANAMIDAS
f Apecymaceae | - large evergreen
shruhb

s special kind of peach

PLANTATN ~ MUSA PARADAISICA
RAPIENTUM (Scifamitnrsd )
MIMIPBOPS K A TR { Saapvd doede -
evergreen iree of medium height
BATE FALM ~ PHOENTX DACTYUIFERA
(Palmac)

SUNEWPING — PANBANIS

ODORA TIIMUS f P dinuces) -
stwrub oremall tree, up 10 20 i, with
gerial rooty

Listd — CTTWAR ACTDA, (Rsiforeue

MAHUWA

NARANI
NARGIL
PANIVALA
QAWUN

SANGTARA
TAR

TR
YASMAN

RASLLA LATTHULEA {Sapatarad) - o
deciduois tree 40-50 ft high Arak
wars dbutilhed from the fowers. Alvo
called gul-ciikan

ERANGE — CITRUS AUREARTIOM
(Huracear)

COCONUT FALM — OOC0S NUCTFEEA
[Palmae)

FLACOURTIA CATAPHEACTA
(Flacourtioeeds) ~ medum deciduous
tree. pesaibly red-apple
MUSK-NIELON

and other forms of citrus trees
FALMYRLA FALM — BURAYSTS
FLANBLFoRMIS [ Palmiae )

CITRON— CITHLS MEICA | Rutacoe |
JHAMINE

It From the Memuoirs of Jahongir

BiD MuLLA
CHAMBEBEL]

KETX! or KETAKY
MULSART

RAE BEL

SAFIDAR

SARW

Wikiow !
FAENINE - JTARMINUM 8 ANINFLO® M
FAGODA TRER - MITHELIA CHAMPACA

[Magmaliaceae) - large evergreen
free

DRIENTAL FLANE— PLATANCS
ORIENT AL [ Platamecoar)

SCEEWFINE — FANDANUS
CLORATISUA U

Keura fsoo above|

MIMUBOPS ELENGI (Sapotacdae] -
evergreen troe of medium height
AASMING = JASMINUM EAMBAL
{Dletacerse)

WIITE FOPLAR - POPULLS ALEA
{Saliracear)

CYPMESS — CUPRFSSUS SEMPERVIEENS

(Conifrroe)

Il From the Afn-t-Akbart, by Abu-'{-Fazl
A st of fine smelling Aowers:

BHOLSARI

CHALTAH

Mirstusups elemgd [ This sz to be o
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CHAMBELI
CHAMPA
GULAL

GUL I ZA'FARAN
JUHI
KAPUR BEL

EARNAH
KETKI
EEWARAH

KUZAH

MONGRA

NARGIS
NIWARL

PADAL

RAIMEL

SINGHARAR

TASBIH | GULAL
VIOLET

FASMTNUM (78 A NDIPLO®LIM
MICHELIA CHAMPACA

Gulal s the red powder used st Hall
Ghalal tulst s Octron: Basificam
{Labiabear ). svoeet bandl; Grdalils
Crofalina med

(Legwminasur)

SATFRON - CROCUS KA TIVUY
SASMINUM AVEICTLATHM

Japanrse camphor free— Crumamsner:
camphory [Lourtrpas) - evergroen
A wpecies of cltron, very fragrant
FANDANUL OUORA TISSIMUS
Probably a corruption of kearg (e
above]

Posgibly 4 e of some sort— used
for making perfumes

Munga T— Moringa steryginperma

Hyperanthera moringa r.ln‘uruwwj
MARCISSUS

Jatrrinumy sanher or Jasmingn
elomypaturm

Stervaspormum suutolens
[Bignomacear | - modinm deciduous
fiee

JAFMENUM ZAMBAC

WUSA GLANDULIFERA
The Persian text clearly has
SINGARHAN — SYCTANTHES ANBON
TS { (Wemeeas ) - large deciduous
ahrub or small tree grown for the
fragrant evening scemt ofits Dowers

Virles

Alist of flowers notable for their beauty:

HHUN CHAMPA
CHAMPALAH
DHANANTAR
DUPAHRIY A

GUDHAL

Michelia Muopa ar Koemforna roranda
{Sciraminde)
Quetsqpisalis imdicas ( Combresaonan ) -
or posslbly an error for champa o
chambell

Clitoria termalea { Legumine sar )
Dupari ¥~ Pentupetss phoeioea
{Seerculiceae |

Probably gurhal - shoe fowes -
Hihivewe synocus | Malodcese) - 2

mallow alsn known as
Althes v

GUL 1 A'FTAR
GUL | HINNA
GUL I EANWAL

GULT KARAUNDAH

GUTL 1 MALTT
JAFAR]

JAIT

KADAM

KANGLAL

KARIL

KAEN PHUL
KESU
LAH]

NAGESEAR

RATANMALA
RATANMANIANI
SAN

SENBAL

SR K'HANDT
LIRS
SONZARD

SUDABSAN
SURPAN

RITNFLOAWEN - MELLARTHUS ANHLLUS
Lamrtiat frrermmis {Lythrooeae)
LOTUS = NYMPFHAEA NELIIMBO or

MYMPHARA ALRA [ Nymphaiear)
Corymda [wee KARAUNDA above)
Jusrrinum officinalis
L sriggian { Linvora |
lmmhfh:g o Plattn, but Tageles
ks I:;:gnﬂjfm;lmmj
Sechammia aegyptics  Leguminosar
small deciduous tree, oo e
Asschymormene seshan (Leguminosiar)
— i water plint
Negseloa cadiamibe { Rubtacear) ov
Mitragrna pervifilio ( Bubticnae)
CLEANDDE ~ Meriyom pdoesm op
tadicum

3
fUirticaceae] or K = Sida
mdm'mm&mj
Caper - CAPPARES APHYILA
(Cappartdec]

¥ —Citron, The

Fruit was used for scenting
apartments
BUTEA MONDSFEEMA 0F FRONDUAL

— bk « wmall
e eamin

lai 2= Tumurss { Tamuricacn )
Nagpbesar = MESIA FERNEA
(Guteiferae)

The julce was used an s dyv
Prohably a climbing plint

Hibgsesdy cirmnahinue (Malvecer) ar
Cunnabes satiou [ [rfecocear)
Semal—ailk cotton free -

Bombay hepraphyiiven (AMulvacear | -
decidaonus

A climbing plamt. possihly 2 small
form ol jluﬂ:ﬂ‘

Albizzta lebbek or adnratissrma

{ Leyumirnsiceae | or Acacis siriss

{ Leguaminayar)

A climbing plant ?

BOSE APPLE - EUSTIENTA JAMEL
ALEXANTRIAN LATHEL -
CALLOPIITLLIM INOPIYLLUM
fiGuttiferoe) s
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