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Preface

As a teacher of History during my long educational carcer,
I have had an opportunity of dealing with the whole range of
Indian History as well as the History of all European countries.
As a writer, I had to deal with the whole of Indian History and
malke a carelnl study of the events of what are _commonly known
as e Three Periods of History. My ficld of speeial research is
mediaeval Indian History but 1 havekept my vision wide and have
not ignored the other aspects of it, T have always liked a broader
outlook and belived that narrow specialization leads 1o pedantry.
A wider horizon in deseribing the event of the past is a valuable
aid to a histerian.

The Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries are occupied with
the rise, growih, glory, and affluence of the Indian Timurid
Eimpive. In the last decade of the Seventeenth Century began
the decline of the Empire owing to wrong policics, and towards
the end of the century its fall became inevitable. The Eight-
centh century began with the accession of imbecile kings and
degenerate nobles who were powerless to keep together the Em-
pire which was in the process of dissolution, The rise of the new
races in the Empire itself made its rehabilitation difficult and
the forcign invaders hastened its doom.

The signs of Hindu revival became manifests on all sides.
The Jats the Marathas, the Rajputs and the Sikhs rose like a
Phalanx to demolish the empire. The story of its decline and the
rise of powerful caste-nations invesis our history with a pathetic
interest like that which inspived Gibbon to write the history of
the Decline and fall of the Roman Empire.

In the present volume the story of the Eighteenth Century is
unfolded with a view to acquainting the lay Reader and the
professed Student of history with the forces that work to bring
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about the fall of kingdoms and empires, and the habits and
attitudes which lead to the degeneration of human societies,
India is a country in which casie-groups have always existed and
exercised a profound influenee on her history. They teach us a
lesson, warn us against the fatal results of political dis-unity and
emphesisc the necessity of foresight and wisdom in organizing the
administration of the country,

The Lighteenth Century is sometimes described as the dark
age of Indian History. The description is only partially true;
there were great men and women in the cighteenth century, great
rulers, warriors and statesmen but there was utter lack of unity
and national patrictism. They concentrated their attention on
their small ficld and neglected the larger interests of the whole
country. They showed culpable readiness to sacrifice the whole
for the part. Added to this lack of unity was the utter absence
of nationlism, love of liberty, and regard for the rights of man
and international morality and obligation. A state of confusion
was created which made it casy for the foreigners to bring the
whole country under their sway. Europe was under Enlightened
despots in the Eighteenih Cemwury. Indian rulers knew nothing
about the modern methods of administration; they had not
established even a printing press to print books or newspapers
for the advancement of the people. At a time when the Hali-
civilized countries of Europe like Russia and pro-catholic Austria
were introducing reforms and England was, as a result of the
industrial revolution, was becoming the workshop of the world,
Indian rulcrs were fighting among  themselves, making room for
the forcigners who were superior to them in diplomacy, state-craft
and military organization. India became a congeries of States
which, ene by one went under the yoke of foreign traders and a
large part of the map became Red. Such is the wagic story of
India’s history which is ne pride to us and to write it without
malice and bitter anguish of the soul is a difficult task.

Allahabad
5th March, 1973 Ishwari Prasad
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CHAPIER 1

Decline and Fall of the Mughal Empire

The year 1700 marks an epoch in Indian History, Auran-
vl who was the roler of Hindustan was approaching his end,
igoted and suspicious by nature, he was & master of the art of
dissimulation and no one could fathom the depths of his heare,
His policy wasa [ailure. DBy conviction and temperament he was
an orthodox Sunni Muslim, who had no faith in Akbars prineiple
ol Sulali-i-Kul and lopked upon religuons tolerntion as an act of
folly and sin, His numerous acts of unwisdon lostered discontent
throughout the eountry and his attempt to turn India into Darul-
Islam provoked stiff resistance [rom the various sections of the
non-Muslim population. He bad many good qualities but they
were neutralised by lis funaticism. According to the evidenee of
contemporary Muslim  writers, he was apious Muslim who
followed the Shara and lived his life in conformity o the Muslim
ideal, He hated the Hinedus and Shias alike and wanted to turm
ow anvient land into an Islamic country, The Rajputs who
had shed theip blood in the service of the empire turned inst
him and became his bitterest enemies. The Marvathas, Bundelas,
Jats, Sikhs all turned against him and broke out into open
revolt against his authority, The Hindus who wore exasperated
by his hostile and oppressive measures started a  movement
of revivalism in the country to withstand the tyranny of the
state. From a benefigial organisation for the protection and well-
being of the people, the empire became an outlandish engine of
ranny and the forces of disintegration began to work on all
siddes with redoubled vigour. It was the fanaticism of the Mugh-
als that had called into existence the militant scet of the Sikhs,
who from meck and gentle followers of Guru Nanak became
fievee warriors, thipsting for the blood of their enemics and or-
ganised themselves in the Khalsa for the defence of the Hindu
religion under the leadership of Gura Govind Singh, the tenth
and last ol the Gurus,

The prolonged wars in the Dececan had drained the resources
of the empire and even after 25 years' continued warfare the ve-
sistance of the Marathas was not broken. After Shivaji's death
his sceond son Raja Ram who was only 10 years of Was
crowned at Raigarh by his mother Sovay Bai in April 1680 with-



2 India in the Eighteenth Century

out thinking of the consequences of the act,  Shamblngt who was
confined in the fort of Panhala decided (o seize (he throne.  He
put the commandant of the fort to death and acquired possession
alfit. Then he went 1o Raigarh and with the help of Hambir
Rao Mohite, the comnneler chiel] set aside Raja Ramn, theew him
and his mother into prison, and declaved himsell as king,  Shaou-
bhuji did not get on well with kis Luther's oflicers and employed
in his service a Bralunan from Kawuof, Kavi Kalash by naune,
who kuew Sauskrit and also composed verses in Hlindi,  "The
Marathas looked upon him as a foreiguer and resented his into -
ference in the affhirs of the stute,  The presence of twe kings ad
the intrigues of the chiefs cavsed dissensions i (e Muritha
camp.

A new complication was introduced into the politics of tht
Decean.  Auranzels'’s fourth son Akbar who had fled alter the
descrtion of Rajputs in the war between them and the empire in
the north went to the Maratha court to seek Shambhuji's help to
enable him to scize the throne of Delhi from his I":ll)lmr. Rum-
mour spread in the country that Prince Akbar had gone to the
south and the Emperoralso macched in pursuit of him. The
Prince was well veceived by the Marathas and a joint plan was
formed to raid the emperor's camp at Aurangabad. “This  dicd
not matcralise and through Mugﬁal manipulations, il scems,
Shambhuji was involved ina war with the Siddis of jinjiva and
later with the Portuguese at Chaul, The Marathas were  attacked
by the imperial army and they were defeated.  Shamblwji and
Kavi Kalash Dath were captuced and thrown into prison, Sham-
bhuji was told that his life would be spared if he sureendered  the
forts, he had seized, diselosed his hidden treasures and the seerel

urposcs with the Mughal nobles and officers. Although a prisoner
in Mughal hands, the Marvatha Chiel' became wild will vage,
showered foul abuse on the Emperor and demanded his daughter
in marriage as a condition of peace with hini,  The actual words
were not communicated to the Emperor but only their substance.
He jwas infuriated with rage and ordered Shambhuji and his
ady ser both to be put to death in circumstances of exceplional
barbarity in 1689,

Raja Ram now became King. He had received no  educa-
tion worth the name and had none of the qualitics that go to
make a great ruler,  With his moderate abilities, lic tricd to rouse
the national spirit of the Marathas and in this task lie was aided
by capable men like Ramchandra Pantand Prahlad Niraji who
were his chiel advisers. In his compaigns he was assisted by
generals like Shantaji and Dhanaji, War with the Mughals became
a national war and Maratha polriotism rosc to the highest piteh.
Ardent spirits rallied to the side of these geeat leaders and the



Decline and fall of the Mughal Empire 5

theatre of War extended from Burhanpur to Jinji in the south.
Raja Ram transferred his capital to Jinji and the Marathas scoured
the whole country and inflicted heavy losess on the Mughals,. The
sicge of Jinji which lasted for eight years shattered the Mughal
hopes of a complete subjugation of the Marathas,

Raja Ram left Jinji, went uE and down the whole countr
;'xharung the people to vise in the defonce of their hearths a
I0I0CE,

The condition of the Mughal army was pitiable, Sir Jadunath
Sarkar Writes: -

His soldiers and cam) [ollowers suffered unspeakable hard-
ships in marching over {looded rivers, muddy roads and
broken hill tracks; porters disappearcd, transport beasts
died of hunger and overwork, scarcily of grain was ever
fresent in the camp and the Maratha and the (Berad
thicves (as he officially called thoem) were not [ar off.
The mutual jealousy of his generals ruined his cause or
delayed his suceess. The siege of eight forts, Satara,
Parli, Panhala, Khelna (Vishalgarh, Kandhana (Sin-)
garh), Raigarh, Torma and Wagingera, besides five

laces of lusser note occupied him for five years and a
wall (1699-1703) after which the broken down old man
of eighty-cight vetired to dic.”

After Raja Ram's death in 1700, his som Shivaji 1] was
crowned as King and his widowed mother Tarabai became regent
for him, ‘Tarabai was a spirted woman ol great administrative
ability. 8he organised the government with great cnergy andin
fised a fresh life and vigour into the administration, ¢ Mara-
thas, inspired by her noble example, carried on the War of in-
dependence till the end of Auranzeb's carcer. His twenty-five
years' War had ended in misery and despair and the Marathas
were still defiant and rebellious. They carried their raids into
Malwa and Gujarat and obtained one victory after another and
cxtended their rule as far as the south Karnatak, The eredit [or
these heroie achicvements end  successful campaigns was due to
Tarabai who was the forelorn hope of the country’s resistance
and the inspirer of her national ideals.

The Imperial army had suffcred great privations and had
consequently grown very weak, The Commissariat arrangements
were cntirely unsatisfactory. The expenditure of the army had
grown enormously; it had become nearly double of that of Shah-
jehan. ‘The French traveller Bennier writes from personal obser-
vation about the economic breakdown of the empire. He speaks
of the recalcitrant attitude of Zamindars, the suffevings of the
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rack-rented peasantry and the deplorable plight ol ariists and
artisans who had migrated to the provincial eapitals,

The deeline of the adininisteation was cleavlydiseernible, Some
of the great mindsters and administators lind  dicd and o greeat
many inall partanl the empire had been incapacitited by age. ‘e
Muslim aristeocacy which was the (lwim:ilm fteder of the eivil
servier of the state, ud  Deeomes degenerate, Louxory and the

upsuit of smsual pleasures had sapped i strengtleand  seviously
impaired its elliciency and - discipline.  "Uhe song of distinguished
officials ofthe state spent their time in the ecompany  of cunnchs
el fickdlers and possessed seither valour nor vietwe, They ook
tolite Nying and pigeon lying as theie pasttioe o ele an aver-
sion for the husiness of office or achinistration.  Tlhe administris
tion in Northern India had vietually eollapsed; while the old
supporters of the cmpire were engaged in digging its grave, (e
provineial governers and Dewans, deveid of eificiency, discipline
and probity, acted asthey liked and e revenue [ell in arenes,
Autocracy defeats its own purpose. While the Emperor 1o
whom they were vesponsilile had Deeome incapabile ol enfincing
discipling, they lost their morale and began to avail Quemselves ol
the opportunity provided by administrative anarchy te enrich
themselves at the expense of the state and d: penple.  Liw &
Order were neglected and Hindu chiefs and Zamindars defied the
the authority of the state and destroyed the semblanee of loeal sell-
government in the yural areas, The regulations devised by 'Todar-
mal and TFathullah Shirazi about which Abul Fael writes
Ic;fl:h had pone into desuctude, and even the records were lulsi-
fie. The Mughal nobility cultivaled vicious and extruvagant
habits and lacked that moral gril and stamina which are vequired
to build up great political systemns, Pedarasty was o eommon
vice and the dignity of family life was at a low c¢bh, Profligucy
was thenorm of life and was perhaps the avistoeracy’s veply to
the emperor’s stern Puritanism. The Mughal nobility was a
hybrid conglomeration of diffirents races; it fomenied vebellion,
lived in a state of perpetual tension; it plotted against the Eupe-
ror and tried to bring about his dethvonement, It did not sen
the writing on the walland ignored the warning which destiny
gave them oftheir impending doom,

When Aurangzeb returned to Wagingera (1703), he was com-
pletely exhausted. He slowly wended lus way towards Ahmad-
nagar. So great was the audacity of the Marathas, according to
the Muslims Chronilers that they followed him and vaided his
camp. Their tactics baffled the imperalists and they succeeded
with difficulty in driving them away. Yet they persisted in their
attacks from the rear and put the Mughal army to heavy loss.
It seemed as if the decree had gone forth from the Most High
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that the Empire must fall. Beaten, baffled and crestfallen, the
Tgﬁﬂ};ﬂrﬂnrnmmmcd to Aurangabad where he died on March 3,

Nothing can deseribe adequtely Auwranzeb’s misery at this
time. He was [ortlorn and miserable, utterly devoid of the peace
and consolation which domestic felicity alone can bring to a
dying man, He did not (rust his sons and never allowed them
to come near him, "T'he aged monarch's mind was haunted by
the fate o' Shaljehan whow he had kept as a prisoner for eight
years in the fort of Agra and i'he was truly religious, his mental
anguish inust have been unhearable, despite his austere tempera-
ment and pitiless nature. He had heaped indignities upon the
most magnificent vuler ol the Mughal dynasty, who was called
Suhib Qiran Sani and caused the death of his own kinsmen.
Verily  he was now overtaken by Divine retribution,

Aurangzeb had threesons, Muazzam, Azam and Kamblhsha,
ITe had made a will by which he partitioned the empire among
his sons but they disrepavded it and began to prepave  themselves
lor the war of suceession.  As there was no fixed law of sucees-
sion among the Mughals, the question had to be decided by the
urbitrament of the sword. Muaszam hearvd the news of the
emperor’s death at Jajau and stareed atonce for the capital. Like
Azam he also thought that Agra  and Delhi would give him a
preat advantage over  his rvivals, Having seized the treasure at
Peshawar and Delli, he reached Agra and appropriated to him-
sell the vast treasures found in the fort. Fle wrote a letter to Azam
asking him to aveid shedding the blood of God's creation and
challenged him to a  personal combat ta deeide the question of
succession, Azam replied that the. question of sovercignty
was quite different from  personal quarrels and  tweo swords
could not remain in a single scabbard.  He crossed the Chambal
at Dholpur where his son Bedar Bakht was encamped. The heat
was lerrible and the troops suffered heavily. The two armies
engaged themselves in & battle near Jajau (not lar from A‘Era.} on
the 18th June,  Azam's son Bedar Takht was a eapable and hrave
man, He wanted to goto Agra but his father out of jealousy
did not allow him to do so.  The earnage on the battle field was
heavy; and about 12000 horsemen weve left dead and Azam and
Liis son were killed with many of their supporters.  Bedarbakht's
brother Walajah was mortally wounded. Many of the Rajputs on
cither side died fighting for him and most of the Muslim officers
were also killed.  Azam lost heavily and Bahadurshah eblained

a complete victory.

Hlaving got rid of his powerful rivals, Bahadurshah turned to
Rajputana and from there proceeded to the Deean on hearing of
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Kambakhsha's crucl and mad acts, While he was on his way to
Bijapur whither he was sent as Viceroy, he hicard of the death
of his father and proclaimed himsell as Emporer and  stayed for
two months, taking steps to organise his army anel the govern-
ment.  But his acts of folly and the bitter jealosy that existed
between his minister Taquerul Khan and  Tus Bakhshi Ahsan
Khan made him  blood-thivsty and he heeawme aocyeant, The con-
fiscated the property  of ollicers whom he suspected of conspiving
against him and imprisoned them, Mony otler acts o crnelly
were done by hitm and the peaple were teed ol his  yrianmical
ways, Matters eame to & head, when e tortuped  to detl
Rustam-dil-Khan, the Viceroy of Golkunda,  Ar tlis tome Badin-
durshoh crossed the Nnrlmmtf on e 170 My, 1708 and send Lo
his erving brother, a reasonable offer of peace whicl was vijected
by him. [t beeame necessary foe Bahadur Shali to put an end
to his tyranny, Many of Kambakhsha’s followers and suppor-
ters deserted to Bahadurshah and in a Skivemish that  followetd,
the small foree of 350 men which Lhe had gathered was  defeated
by the imprrialists who numbered 25000 under the eomod of
Munim Khan and Zulfigqar Khan. Having settled the Decean
affair, Bahadur Shah returned to the north to deal with (le ser-
ious situation that had arisen in Rajputana.

The Rajput chicfsof Jodhpur, Amber and Mewar had
combined against the Emperor after Aurangzeh’s death.  Ajit
Singh had recovered his ancentral provinces and expelled the
Muslim Faujdar Mihrab Khan. Jai S8ingh, the Prince of Amber,
had marricd his daughter to the Rana of Udaipur for the pur-
pose of strengthening the alliance, The Rujputs sureonnded
Jodhpur and reduced to sore straits the Muslim {"auidnr whin was
allowed to retreat with honour.  After a good deal of fighting,
order was restored and peace was made with the Rajputs,  Jaui
Singh and Ajit Singhwere taken back into the imperial service,
The Latter was given a command of 3500 and the title of Maha-
raja was conferred upon him. Bahadur Shah paid a second visit
to Rajputana in 1710 and by his conciliatory pelicy wun the
loyalty and support of the Rajputs. Just at this time came the
news of the trouble caused by the Sikhs in Sirhind and the
emperor turned to deal with them. With the accession of Baha-
dur Shah to the throne, therclationsof the Mughalswith the Sikhs
had changed for the time being, Guru Govind Singh joined the
service of the Emperor and received a Mansab, He is said to
have taken part in the battle of Jajau though it has been much
exaggerated by the Sikh writers, Guru Govind Singh was killed
by a fanatic in 1708 and he was succeeded by Banda who is some-
times called “false Guru'. Banda established himself near Sir-
hind and gathered a large following. He had at his cammand
40000 men who were mostly recruited from the lTower classes,
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He attacked Wazir Khan, the governor, who had murdered Guru
Govind Singh's childven and killed him.

The death of Wazir Khan spelled disaster for the inhabitants
of Sirhind, The town was given up toplunderand aterrible venge-
ance was cxacted from the Muslims in 1710, The most terrible
cruvlties were prepetrated and even women and children were not
spaved, Encouraged by these depredations, the Sikhs caused
much disturbanee at Lahore, drove out the local governar and
raided the parganas of Batala and Kalanaur. The news of these
outhreaks reached Bahadur Shah at Ajmer towards the close of
May but owing to diffirences between the King and his ministers
nn action enuld be taken. The villages in the vieinity of Lahore
were plundered and the Muslims organised themselves to expel
the Sikhs.  The Sikh devastation continued  all over the contigu-
ous lands and the SBaharanpur and Meerut districts were revaged.
The Sikhs were strongly entrenched in theiv fovts and the Musiim
resistance was not of much avail, Banda had cscaped from
Lohagarh which was captured by the imperialists but it was loat
again, and in the fighting that followed, the Sikhs displayed amaz-
ing spirit of sell~sacrifice and devation.,

Bahadur Shal was terribly annoyed on hearing of the dis-
comfiture of the impwialists. He started from Ajmer on 27th
June, 1710 to deal with Banda who was at Sadhawa, The Jat-
ter atanee, lelt the place and fed to the Fort of Lohagarh, The
Imporialists were steengthened by re-inlorcements under the com-
mand of Prince Rafiusshan, Munim Khan, Chatrazal Bundela
and other Rajputs. Fighting with the Sikhs continued, and the
only event worth noticing is the Khutba riot at Lahore which
occurrved in 1711. The Emporor r-ug%catcd the addition of the
word ‘wasi’ or heir after the name of *Ali in the Friday prayer.
As this meant reflection en the three caliphs, the Sunnis who cone
stituted the mnjnrn'r¥ protested against the innovation and riots
broke out in several places. Bahadur Shah ordered his artillery
officer to arrange for the reading of the changed Khutba but a
hundred thousand Sunnis gathered in the streets and a riot seem-
ed imminent. The emperor had to yield and the agitation came
to an end.

Bahadur Shad been strcm.mmlr' busy since his accession and
his health was declining. He fell ill and after few weeks he
died on 27th February, 1712

After a brief struggle for succession, his son Jahandar Shah
succeded to the throne. The scene of conflict among the sons
of the Late King was in the Punjab. Jehandar Shah proclaimed
his assumption of imperial dignity in an improvised audience
liall in the battle field oulside Lahore on the 29th March, 1712,
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Zulfiqar Khan became the chiel Wazir and reccived a Mansab
of 8000 Zat and a lavge sum ol maney. The oflicer ol Dewan
was conferred on  Tkhilas Khan, while the revenues of the Khalsa
were entrusted to the eare of Sablin Chand who was given the
title of Raja. Other officers were similurty  honoured and
hecame the veceipients of Royal favouwr, The Prinees ol the
Royal fumily were defeated or killed.

Fread from allrivals Jehandar Shalibegan torule as Emperor.,
He twrned ot o dissolute sensulist and pleasuresecker,  He
spont nst ol his e i the company ol his concubine Tal
Kumwar and drowve with er in o bullock-egaet o Clhandud Cliowk
to make purchases.  He was surronnded by hulfoons une jesters
of a low type and with them he indulged  inoevery kined of
frivolily and wiee that ean debase the dignily of man, By
Lis unwortly eonduct the king threw all decency o the winds,
The highest dignitaries of the Empire were insulted by Lal
Kunwar's relations and royal extravagance reached to such an
extent that the stores of the Palace were exhausted and even
the eold and silver on the ceill of the royal apartimeids was
stripped off and given to the soldiers who clamoured [or pay.
Lal Kunwar was given an allowance of 20 millions of rupees
a year and in addition w this huge amount clothes and jowals
and ather costly things were supplied n abundaee. The tone
of society became vulgour and the prestige of the administra-
tion reached its nadir. There were parties at the Court the
most }:-mw:rf'ul of which were the Tranis headed by Safdar Jang
and the Turanis headed by Nizamulmulk,

While Jehanandar Shall was immersed In plonsare  and
entirely neglected the business of the state Favrnkh Siyer, the
second son of Azimushan, proclaimed himsell’ Emperor at Paina,
With the help of Saiyyed brothevs, Hasan Ali Khan and Fusain
Ali Khan, Theycame from Barah a group of 12 villages in
the Saharanpur and Moeerut distriets and were Jnown for their
bravery and administrative ahility. DBoth rose by dint ol merit
to high position in the State and during the reign of Alamgir
the u%r.ler Syed was Faujdar of Sultanpur Nazdarbad and the
Subah of Khandesh and was afterwards given the charge of
Aurangabad. The younger brother was a man of remarkable
intrepidity and vigour. He held charge of Rantam bhor and |
then of Hindaun and Biyana in the Subah of Agra. They were
at Multan for sometime but owing to differences with Priuce
Muizuddin, the cldest son of Snah  Alam, they resigned and went
to Lahore where they remained for sometime in obscurity. They
took part in the battle of Jajau and fought on the side of Bahadur
Shah but after his accession to the throne they felt that their
service. had not been adequately recognised. Bahadur Shah



Decline and fall of the Mughal Empire 9

gave the Subah of Ajmer to Abdulla but soon after changed his
mind. Azam extended his patronage to them.

Sayyid Hasan Ali Khan was made Deputy Governor at
Allahabad and Sapgid Husain Ali Khan who was given the title
af Amir-ul-umra, Firoz Jung, at Patna, Jehandar Shah asked
his son Azduddin to March against Ferrukh Siyer from Agra but
the prince who was aggrieved on account of his supersession by
Lalkunwar did not promptly obey the royal command. Distri-
bution ol offices followed and new provincial governors were
appointed to strengthen the Emperor’s pesition.  Abdus Samad
was given the chinege of Lahore, Jai Singh Sawai of Malwa, and
Su.yrid Khan in Jehan Barah of Ajmer. The governorships of
Multan and Behar were entrusted o the Sayyid brothers. Rengal
was given to Mirjumla but in reality it was Murshid Quli Khan
who was asked to govern it in addition to the provinee of Orissa.
The provinees ofthe Decean were entrusted to Nizamul-mulk
EC.‘.lun Qlisch Khan Bahadur) with his head quarters at Auranga-

ad, The Nizam wasthe ablest man among all these officers
and he wasthe leader of the Turnai party, which consisted of men
who had loyally served the Timurids and looked upon themselves
as their countrymen.  They came from the country north of the
Oxus and many of them were employed in the army. As has
been said before, the Iranis were opposed to the Turanis and
cach [aetinn tricd to acquire predominance in the State.

Jehandar Shah was alarmed by the advent of Farrukh-Siyer
His great handicap was the scarcity of money, Dire necessity
led him to disteibute the jewels and other valuable articles of
gold, vessels cotc. among the soldiers ro satisfy them. But even
these did not suffice to meet  their demand, Tt was Jehandar
Shal’s misfortune to be the leader of such a rablle He was at
his wit's and o find ways and means o mect the enemy whe had
crossed the Jamuna and encamped at Seral Roz Bahani near
Akbar's tomb at Sikandara,

Bothsides prepared for battle and on the 10th May, 1713
near Agra the imperialists were defeated. The Sa)'rlid brothers
fought with uncxampled courage and gave a short shrift to their
enemies. Husain Ali Khan was found beneath a heap of corpses
but when he heard of victory, he rose atonce and rejoiced over
the results of the battle, Desertions began in  Jehandarshah's
army and even his ministers opened negotiations with Farrukh
Siyer, The Sayyids had triumphed; Jehandarshah was captured
and fetters were thrown round his feet, After a few days he was
strangled to death and his head was cut off, Confusion spread all-
around and the stabilityof the administration wasseriously under-
mined. There was a fresh distribution of offices and new men
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were admitted to royal favour. Raja Chabila Ram Nagar was
sent to Agra but as he could not get on with Churiman Jat, ano-
ther officer was appointed in hisplace, Though power was in
their hands, the Sayyid brothers did not misuse it. The lion’s
share of gifts and rewards went to the king's fwourites most of
whom were Turanis.

The Saiyyids accupied the position of king makers bui they
were not free from danger. The Emperor was peefidions aod was
planning to averthrow the'r power.  He plotted It his inte
cowardice hmnpeved  his plans. Miv Jomlo's constant inteipues
tao ereate a cleavage botween the Fmperor and his  mindstors sne-
ceeded and the Itk became openly hostile and  delinnt, Bt
in the end Farrukhsiyer's courage failed and he patched np o
truce with Abdulla in a most abject mamner, The intrigues,
fears and jealousics had disturbed the peace of tie stute and the
Turanis and Iranis were making a bold bid for power. There
were many foreigners in the country who were employed in the
artillery branch and they added to the eonfusion ol the tme,
They were looked upon with distrust by the native Musalmuns.
They claimed as the lawful candidates for power rewards and
offices. Among them were the Sayyids of Barah who wore
supported by the Jats and Rajputs who held smaller posts in the
administration. The offieers of the Revenus department who were
mostly Kayasihas, Banias and Khattyis supported them and shar-
ed their hopes and fears. The Hindustanis from the West des-
pised those [rom the East and the chronicler’s outhurst is amus-
g and instructive :

“God ereared (e Purbiyah (easterner) without shame,
without faith, without kindness, without heart malevo-
lent, niggardily, beggarly, erncl, ready to sell his
children in the bazar on the slightest provocation; but
tE; jp?nd a penny he thinks that a crime equal to matri-
cide™,

There was another cause which divided the nobles of the
courlt. The riends of the Wazir were hostile to the Emperar and
vice versa, How could there be proper and efficient adminis-
tration in a state of this kind in which the exccution of policy was
hampered by the intrigues of seclfish and unscrupulous adven-
turers,

Mir Jumla, who hadbecome the Emperor’sconfidential advis-
er was secretly driving him on to the Path of disaster and ruin.
He held before Farrukh Siyer’s blinking eyes the grim spectre of
the Saiyyid brother's plan of placing another prince of 1!1:: royal
family on the throne. To checkmate this plan, he suggested a
wholesale murder of these princes. To a [rightened monarch
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who was loolish and feklemined, the court minlons pointed out in
their private conclaves the necessity of getting rid of the king-
makers. Nobles and ministers, suspected hostility, were got rid
of. Asad and Zulfigar were permiticd to wait upon the Emperor
who advised Asad to go away. Zulfigar was subjected to unspeak-
able indignity and then he was strangled to death, The houses
and property of Asad and Zulfigar were confiscated. Asad was
placed under serivellance and he spentthe remaining perviod
of his lifounder vigilance. The loreign elements in the state
had causeed utter confusion. The Emperor was powerless to
check their rivalry and, in their mad race for power the Indian
Muslims were overpowered by their rivals, who were intellectu-
ally superior ¢o them and were past masters in the art of political
intrigue and nefarious underhand activities.

While the court was in such a distracted condition, firmness
wits shown in dealing with the Rajputs, Jats and the Sikhs, The
Rajputs, writes Khafi Ehan, did not shew proper allegiance and
therefore Husain Ali Khan and the Emperor's maternal uncle,
Shayasta Khan were sent against Ajit Singh of Marwar. Secret
letters were sent to the Rajput Chief to resist with all his might
the foree sent ?Eainst him and take steps 1o kill the imperial gene-
ral. Husain Ali made a vigorous attack upon Ajit and defeated
him. A treaty was made by which the Raja agreed to pay the
tribute and marry one of his daughters to Farrukhsiyer. His son
Abhay Singh was to go to Delhi with Husain A and he himself
agreed to attend the court when he was called upon to do so,
The marringe of this princess was celebrated on the 17th Decem-
ber, 1715,

The Sikh Guru Banda was still at Jarge. He had built a
strong fortat Sadhaura and from there his followers commanded
the entire arca. Banda came out of Lohagarh and ravaged the
whole country and harassed the inhabitaims. They bravely defen-
cd themselves against the Delhi foree but their supplies being ex-
hausted they escaped from the fort and took shelter in the mud
fort of Gurdaspur, A ficrece battle raged round this forgress and
the Sikhs fought with desperate courage and showed amazing
valour, But in the end they were defleated by the imperial gene-
ral Abdus Samad who brought the Guru as a captive to Delhi
where he was executed with with great barbarity in March, 1716.
Having dealt with the Sikhs, the imperialists turned towards the
Jats. Thep had given not a littile trouble to the empire since
Aurangzeh's day. - Their depredations continued unabated in the
territory near Delhi and the contiguous tracts of land. The Jat
chiel Churaman who entrenched himsell in the fort of Thun was
made to surrender after a siege of twenty months. He agreed to
pay 50 lakh of rupees in carh and goods and to secure his good
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will the Emperor granted him the right of the royal highway
{enm Bharahpo!l neay Dellid (o the foery on tue Claanbal river,
The treaty was finally ratified on the 30th April, 1718, The Em-
peror was  displeased with Jad Singh of' Amber who was sewt
against Clivranian and Quitnlmlbiulk satisfivd his old geuedge 1y
asking the BEmperor tovrder e cesation of hostilities,

The Empere distristed the Saiyyid hrothers and wis anxions
to bring about thedr ruin Fe employed several persons oo Dring
about this result bt twey wore found hopeless wnell feomngetent.
Even Nizumul Mulk vas thouglt of fiv plooming s eonp againsg
the Saiyyids but Lie wats  thoroughly  disgusted with eowet iniri-
gves aned Telt withent making an attem)t.

Farrukhiyer hit upon another device (o destroy the Saiyyids
Fe planned @ connter revolution and swanted  tooset It{l & ol
ol nobles to oppose then,  Infyatullah Kashmiri who had heen
previously dismissed was re-appointed ns vevenie minister  osten-
sibly to ve-ovganizse the administraiion and remove the abuses
that had crept into il.  He rvevived the Jeziva and ordiered oan
enguiry into the titles and tenures of Jagivdars,  “This dreastie
netion was resented  and e Ehalse  Dewan Mooy Clioud o
other Hindus protested against this action sl the Wasir vefosed
to agree with the Dewan, Khalt Khan who appeoves ol (e Jeziva
Writes—

“This was very distastefnl to Ratan Chand and other vevenue
officials, They addressed themselves to Abdullali aoned e was
oppossed to the issue ol the ordor.  All the Hindus were greaily
enraged because ol the ovder for eollecting the Jeziya  and of
the advice about the cutting down of the  mmsals"

Then another cunning Kashuivi  Muhammad  Muvad who
talked glibly about his own ability came [orward 1o exeonte the
Emperor's plan.  Several other attempts were mwade but they
failed. Relationt hetween the Bmperor and the Mindster  hecame
highly strained. The Wazir made appaintments of unlit persons
to responsible posts.  The revenue fell into arrears and the busi-
ness of the State was neglected.

Farrukh Siver continued his ruthless campaign against the
Minister, He bestowed favours upon werthless  persons like
Muhammud Murad (the Kashmiri who has heen referved to before)
whose rank was raised to 7000 and squandered the treasures of
the State to gratify the wishes of such impostors. Mir Jumla
was also called to join this vile crew and the conrt became a
scene of intrigue, conspiracy and corruption. The Emperor form-
ed a plot to murder Abdullah at Id prayer hut the plan lNzzled
out,
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In this predicament the Mimister called his brother Husain
Ali Khan from the Deecan, In the ipeantime, he strengthencd
himsell by conciliating his opponents.  Ajit  Singh and Jai Singh
were reconciled to him and Nizamulmulk was also won over.
Husain Ali exerted himself with  great taet and foresight to
abitain the support of the Marathay, He left Burhanpur on 14th
Deeember, 1718 and gave out (hat he was escorting Aurangzach’s
fourth son Akbar who had Deen made over (o him by the
Marntha Raja Shahn,  He had under hiin an army consisting of
20000 eavalry, 10,000 musketeers and actillery.  Besides these,
I hael with him two  Maratha  commandants  Peshwa Baluji
Vishwanath and Khanderao Dablhiide having under them 11,000
Maratha Soldicrs. A treaty was made with Shahu by which
HMusain Al promised him Chaudy or sne-foucth of the rovenue
of the Decean and Sardesmukhi or ten per cent on the collections
Husain Ali Khan further promised to obtain [rom the imperial
government the confirmation of Shivaji's hereditary dominion
and the release of Shalu’s mother and half brother who werg
ditained ay prisoners at Delhi. On being  apprised of the State
of affairs atthe Court, Husain Al disguised lus real intentions
and outwardly had a warm exchange of grectings with the Eme
perar. Qntlml Mulk met the Emperor and began to talk about
his perficious econduct.  This was ton much for him and he
shotted in impotent vage and  despaivs “If I am o true son of
Azimslishan and a real deseendant of the Sahib Qiran (Timur),
I will impose retvibution for these uncalled for decds and chis
unmeasured audacity, I will have the lands of the Bavaha plou-
ghed by asses, and wice thrust into the rousers of thehr women.
The Wazir was heside himsell with wrath and began to shower
disrespect ful and filthy abuse on the Emperor, He accused the
latter of ingratitude and pevfidy, Husain Ali saw the king on
23vd. February. The latter concealed himself in the harem from
which place he was dragged out by the Afghans with blows and
sbuses to the Minister who had him blinded and  dethroned and
imprisoned in the voom over the Tivpoliya where Jehandrshah
had ended his lifc in miscrable captivity. The partisans of the
Wazir guarded the palace and allowed no supporter of Farrukh-
sihyer to enter it,  Rafiud-darjat, a son of Ralushshdn, was pro-
claimed king. He wasa puppetin the hands of the Sayyids.
The most sordid traits of the Sayyid character were revealed in
these disgraceful scenes,  They quarvrelled over the booty in the
palace and it was through Ratan Chand’s intercession that peace
was made hetween the brothers. Abdullah who was an uxorigus
prrson had already appropriated to himself the heautyful inmates
of the royal seraglio. In the pursuit of their mad ambition,
the king-makers never pauscd to consider that tyrants and miscre-
ants fall by the very methods which help them to risc to power.
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In dealing with Farrukhsiyer the Sayyids went to the
extreme. To imprison him after depriving Kim of his eyesight
wits an atrocious act which admits of little justification except the
plea of sel~preservation,

Teeble, [alse, cowardly and contemptible' is My, Irvine's
verdicr on Farrukhsiyer and, it is impossilile cither to admire or
regret bim’, Refiddaarjat a son of Rafiushshan was made King
but he was a weak, sickty, consumplive yonng man who could not
carry on the duties of a king. He was deposed and his  elder
brother Rafiuddowlat (June 1719) was declared as Emperor
uncler the title of Shah Jehan II. Rafiuddowlat did not tive long
and the S“t?ﬁd brathers placed Raushan Akhtar, son of  Jahan
Shah Elhr: ourth son of Bahadur Shah) on the throne under the
title of Muhamad Shah on 268th September 1718,

The new Emperor was confronted with a diffieult situation,
The empire was pulled to pieces like a child's map and every
where the centrifugal forces were working to bring about
its complete disintegration. The Sayyid brothers were atill
very powerful. Jafar Khan ruled as Vicgroy over the provinees
ul']gcngal, Behar and Orissa. The six provinces of the Deccan
were held by Husain Ali Khan who was assisted by his nephew
Alim Ali Khan, Ajit Singh of Jodhpur, who was frendly to the
Sayyids had the charge of Gujarat and Ajmer besides his own
territorics.  Malwa was held by Nizamul-mulk, who was the
leader of the Turani g:rt}- and who longed to see the destruction
of the power of the Sayyids. Chabila Ram was in charge of
M‘In’naﬁd and being a supporter of Farrukhsiyer, he was hostile
to the Sayyids, He died suddenly in 1719, His nephew Girdhar
Bahadur did not follow his father’s policy. He was offered the
governorship ol Oudh and was asked to surrender the fortress of
Allahabad. But he delayed compliance with this demand on
various pretexts. Some of the chiefs of Rajputana were also res-
tive and wanted to strengthen their position.

The Sayyid brothers quarrelled over the spoils of Agra and
wanted a just and fair division. A compromise was made by
which Husain Ali Khan a%c&d to surrender twenty lakhs of
rupees to his brother but the loss of money rankled in his mind
and brotherly relations between the two ceased to exist. Abdulla's
agent Ratan Chand was given enormous power and by mis-using
it he offended both the nobles and the people. Girdhar Raha-
dur was persuaded by Ratan Chand to reduce the fortress of

Agra,

Nizamulmulk by consolidating his pesition inthe Deccan,
had prepaced himself for an encounter with the Sayyids, The
Turani faction desired the restoration of its [ormer power and
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dignity. Many nobles who were tired of the Sayyid regime
wanied to free themselves from their yoke and their designs were
seconded by Qudsiya Begum, the mother of the fallen Emperor.

Nizamulmulk's suspicions that hislife was in danger were con-
firmed by his recall fiom Malwa. He was asked to choose any
of the governorships of Agra, Allahabad, Multan or Burhanpur,
His cousin Muhammed Amin kept him informed that his ruin
was contemplated and that he should guard himsell against all
eventualities. Nizamulmulk prepared himsell for defence and
securcd the Deccan.  He crossed the Narbada and took possession
of the fort of Asirgah. Burhanpur was soon occupied and  Dila-
war Ali Khan, the commander of the Sayyids, was defeated at
Ehandwa. The situation became very eritical when Alim Ali,
Husain® Ali's deputy, in the Decean, was defeated and  Slain.

Nizamulmulk®s vietory gave a blow to the prestige of the
angds and put Husain Ali Khan on his mettle. g—lu stavted for
the Deccan with  the Emperor, knowing nothing about the con.
spiracy that had Dbeen formed against him by Amin Khan, a
leader of the Turani party, Mir Muhamad Amin, a Persian
adventurer and Haider Quli, an artillery man. When lie was
encamped at Toda Bhim (in  the Jaipur state) he was presented
with a pettition by Haider Beg, a trooper in Amin Khan's [orce.
Husain Ali Khan, who was in a palangin, and had just returned
after paying homage to the Emperor, began to read the petition.
Haider Quli  Beg siezed the opportunity of thrusting has knife
into hisside and then dragginghis bodyout of the palanquin he sat
upon lim and began to cut off his head. He was dragged down
from the litter and his head was cut off. Husain Al was got
vid of but the Emperor and his mother were frightenced out of
their wits. They became anxious for their own salety and were
appalled by tha grimness of the event. Ratan Chand was caught
hold of and thrown into prison.

The Sayyid's camp was plundered and his treasure was
seized. His head was fixed on to 4 pole and was shown to the
multitude to convince them that the major domo of the palace had
becn done away with, Nizamulmulk was asked to return to the

north immediately,

Abdulla, when he heard the newss resolved to wresack venge-
ance on the murderers of his brother. He wrote a letler to the
Emperor asking him to take action against the culprits. The
weak-kneed Emperor denied all knowledge of the conspiracy and

roimised to punish the misereants, Md, Amin Ehan was appo-
inted Wazir, his rank was raised to 8,000 and he was given the
title of Itmad-uddowlah, He placed on the (hrone Ibrahim, a
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brother of the two emperors Rafiudowlat and Rafuddayjat. This
was done on 4th October, 1920,

. Abdulla now collected a large army. Money was lavishly
spent and the roving blades of the country side and ruffians from
the city were recrvited in large numbers and his force consisted
of 100,000 men neacly twice as lavge as the army of the other
purty. Doth sides prepared themsclves for action. A battle was
fought near Hasanpur (13th November 1720). At first the
Sayyid host scemed to win but the bravery of HMaider Quli the
imperial artillery officer earvied the day aned the enemy was defe-
ated. Seccing the howdth of Abdulla’s elephant empty the soldiers
took to light and many deserted (o the other side, Aldulla’s
heavt was filled with dismay and he is reported to have said to
his brother Najmutldin: “Lool at the fricklesses of fortune, and
the transitory nature of all earthy pomp and power. Both
surrendered to Haider Quli who took them to the Emperor
The roi faincant whom the Sayyids had placed on the throne was

ardoned on the ground that he was a tool in the hands of the
gay}rida. He was sent back to his prison and an allowance of
Rs, 40 per day wus granted to him, Abdulla was confined near
the royal apartments and was poisoned on 11th October, 1722,
Ovrders were issucd to lay waste the Barah countiy but the Say-

ids offercd  stubborn resistance and *broke the teeth of the
{/Iu hals,, The Wizarat was offeved to Nizamulmulk but pend-
ing his merival the duties of the office were entrusted to Inaya-
-tullah Khan, When Nizamulmulk arrived, he was lormally
appointed Wazir.

Such was the tragic end of the king makers of Deihi, If thctz
had exercised power with moderation, they might have surviv
the fearful catastrophe that overtook them. They were proud and
vain and gave offence to all parties at the Mughal Court. Husain
Ali Khan was haughty and egotistical and flatterers told him that
the whole creaticn sought shelter under his umbrella and he
secmed to like this sort of adulation, Once he proudly declared
that ‘on whomsoever the shadow of his shoe fell could be the
cqual of Alamgir. They were greedy and rapacious and when
occasion arose they had no hesitation in ordering plunder and
vapine. The Bmperor was unworthy of the royal office but they
went too far in humiliating him, andby their policy, they system-
atically destroyed his prestige.  Their favourites and hangers-on
like Ratan Cand advised them to take measures which were not
only scandalous but highly detrimental to the interests of the
state. Khwafi Khan who is by no means [riendly to them
points out their good qualities.
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“Both brotherss were kind to the poor and needy and patro-
nised learncd men, They were liberal in their outlook,
appointed Hindus to high posts and their pro Hindu

licy gave not a little offence to the ortho dox section.
The clder Sayyid though caseloving and uxorious was
a man of kind and affable temper and tried to be just
to those who laid jheir complaints before him. - Like
his Hindu [ellow citizens he observed Dasant and Holi
and had no prejudice against colour-throwing™.

The fall ofthe Sayyids was inevitable. They did nolhing
for the public well-being; they devised no laws or institutions
which would have conduced tothe stability of the government
or the progress of the country. They cannot be said to have been
successful party leaders; within their own party there were
dissensions and they were agpravated by the duplicity ol the
Emperor. The Svcicty in which they lived and which they were
called upon to lead was degraded by sensuality and crime. The
men who occupied the highest pesitions in the state were devoid
of any kind of principle or morality and behaved like criminals.
By their intrigues and treachery they hastaned the [all of the
empire which they pretended to save, They did nothing to
check the corruption which was rampant at the court and were
themselves so greedy and rvapacious that they [lell out over the
spoils which came into their hands, Alamgir used to say about
the Sayyids of Barah:

“Undue lfavour to the Barah Sayyids will be disastrous in
both worlds. I'or when promoted or cxalted they say: I am
and thereis no other' and stray {rom the path ol public duty.
The tone of court wasso debased and the morals of the courtiers
were 50 low that no discipline could be enforced in their ranks.
When Nizamulmulk, who was bred inthe austere traditions of
Alamgir, came to Sce the Emperor, he adwvised bim notto
waste time on pleasure and be more sober and dignified. All
advice fell flat upon the luckless monarch and the vile insects
of the court. When the Wazir left, they induilg\:d in. buffonery
and amused themselves with the remark, ¢ how the Deccan
monkey dances’. The Emperor enjoyed the caustic wit of his
lackeys, utterly oblivious of the consequences.

Was the fall of the Sayyids disastrous [or the empire? As
we read through the wearisome chronicles of the time, we feel
how incapable they were of establishing any kind of order, how
utterly powerless to check the minions of the court and how
profoundly and pitiably incompetent to improve the tone of the
Emperor and how short-sighted 1n dealing with party leaders and
provincial chiefs. Even Nizam-ul-mulk, the tallest tree in the
garden, was, as Sir Wolseley Haig rightly observes, mean enough

2
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to free himsell inthe South by encouraging the Marathas to
extend their ravages to the northern provinces of the empire.
1t is difficult to agree with Owen's view that judged in the light
of subsequent history, perhaps, the fall of the Sayyids wasa
misfortune. They had not the statesman’s capacily to organisc
an efficient administration with the heip of the Hindus and
Indian Musalmans and save the country [rom the ecalamity of
of Nadir Shah's invasion. They did not act like stotesnio
they were scllish and unprincipled and behaved like adventurers
in a dissolving socicty.

Nizamulmulk wes appointed Wazir, but ponding bis arrival
from the Deccan Inayatulluh Kashmiri wias appoited to olllciate
for him. Nizamulmulk reached Delbi on Sth July, 1723 but he
found the court in a deplorable condition. FHis locum tenens
did not give him power and Nizamulmulk had only his title but
without the authority which his office implied. Mubammad
Shah had rapidly deteriorated. He{ook no interest in public
business and mercly passed orders on petitions and prayers.
The tone of the court became more depraved and  (he protests
and disapproval of the Nizam availed nothing. The wrong-docrs
conld net be diverted from their vieious path. The Wazie
advised the king to pay more attention to administrative
fzmblcms. He asked him to give up the practice of larming out
ands, to stop the bribery that was rampant at the court and
to vemove the Jaziya on the Hindus so as make good the finaucial
deficiency of the state. The courtiers made [un of the Minister.
ridiculed his dress and manners. The king turned a deaf ear
to his advice and, thoroughly disgusted with the atmospliere of
the court, he left Delhi on a shooting campaign, Qamaruddin
Khan was appointed Wazir, and the Emperor was persuaded to
send secret instructions to Mubariz Khan, one ol Husain Ali
Khan's supﬁﬂrtcrs, who was governor of Haiderabad, to whom
the Nizam had shown kindness, to bar his entry into the Deccan.

In May 1724 the Nazam met Baji, Rao at Nalcha for the
third time and they exchanged fricndly grestings, They did not
disclose their real intentions to each other.

When Nizamulmulk reached Aurangabad in June 1724, he
found that Mubariz was hostile 30 him and had got together a
latge army to oppose the Wazir. Nizamulmulk proceeded to
deal with him and in the battle of Sakharkhera, 80 miles from
Aurangabad; in Berar, Mubariz Khan was defeated and killed
with two of his sons and two other sons were taken prisoners,
Sakhar Khera was renamed Fatah Khera to commemorate the
victory of Nizamulmulk. This battle marks the establishment of
Nizamulmulk’ hereditary power in the Deccan. Mubarez Khan's



Decline and fall of the Mughal Empire ]

hiead was sent to the Emperor with a letler of apology in which
he said : ‘with your blessings have succeeded in bringing about
the death of this traitor;’ He sent congrarulations to the Emperor
on the victory and then marched to Haiderabad which he made
his capital. The Emperor to make the best of a bad job tried
to conciliate him by confering upon him the title of Asal Jal.
If the congratulations were ironical, the conferment of the
title was humiliating to the Emperor in the highest degree,

The administration of the Empirc was in a deplorable
condition and ministers and officers were appointed and
retnoved on the adviee of the courtiers. Nizamu}:nulk now set
up an independent state (an imperium in imperio) and his prin-
cipal S:'cncnupminn was to check the growing inflluence of the
Murathas. At Delhi there was much confusion. Qamarnddin
Khan was appointed Minister and Girdbhar Bahaduer was sent
to Mawla to check the activites of the Marthas, There was no
security of service and the highest officers felt unsafe, They were
) with kaleidoscopic rapidity and several instances can
i:lrc given of the arbitrary manner in which action was taken by
the state.

Sarbuland Khan was a victim of royal caprice. He hoped
to be minister in place of Nizamulmulk and waited [or the order
which was never reccived. He did not leave promptly [or his
new charge. In 1725 under pressure from the court faction he
was sent as Governor of Gujarat. The Marathas invaded again
and they were driven away by Sarbuland’s army. It was so
large that it was difficult to maintain it without aid from the
centre which was vefused. His cnemies at court made his victory
over the Marathas an excuse for reducing the strength of the army
and urged the Emperor to stop his subsidy. Sarbuland was
dismissed from service and imprisoned on the charge that he had
~ agreed to pay chauth and Savdeshmukhi to the Marathas, After
sometime, he was pardoned and appointed governor of Allahabad
but he was so sorely disappointed that he hesitated to go and
sent his son as his ty. He was once again appointed to the
government at Allahabad in May 1736.

Another instance of imperial tyranny is furnished by the case
of Muhammad Khan Bangash, He was an Alghan adventurer
who had carved out a small principality for himsell in the Doab
in the region of the modern Farrukhabad diseriet. In 1725 he was
appointed governor of Allahabad and found himself confronted by
a powerful league of Bundela Rajputs who dominated the whole
of Baghelkhand and the adjoining territory. He fought against
them incessantly and it wiil be tedious to give an _account of the
battles fought and the sicges undevtaken. In 1729 the Marathas
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invaded Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand and Muhammad Khan
was foreed to take shelter in the fort of Jaitpur. He was relieved
by his son Qaim Khan but it was merely a relief operation.
Muhammad Khan was still in the grip of the Marathas who,
before releasing him, extorted a promise from him that he would
never again appear in the terrvitory of Bundelkhand, He was
dismissed from Government, In 1735 he was re-appointed govers
nor of Allahabad and was dismnissed apain alter six months,  Cor-
ruption had beeome a part of man's lives at eowt. Men in the
highest offices mis-appropriated public funds with hmpunity ad
aceymulated  enovmous wealth, The morvale af (ue state had
completely gone down and there was no hope of redemption,

The inrpads of the Marathas into Mughal territory were
venewed every year from 1731 onwards, and in 1734, they cap-
tured the town of Hindaun, T]mﬁ continueel their raids and
extorted money from the people. In 1735 they sacked the town
of Sambhar, expelled the Commandant, and killed the Qazi at
the door of his house. The Emperor was powerless and ar the
instance of Jai Singlh he recognised Baji Rao as governorol
Malwa.

Baji Rao who had a large army under his command was in
scvious financial straits, EFlis troops and erveditors P:str.rctllu'm
for payment. Taking advantage of the Emperor’s imbecility
and incompetence he suggested a settlement according to
which :

1. hewas to be given Malwa and the tervitory south of the
Chambal and the cities of Allahabad, Banaras, Gaya
and Mathura.

2. he was to be accepted as the hereditary Sardeshmukhi
of the six provinees of the Deccan,

3. he was to get an annual grant of 50 lakhs of rup es.

The Emperor was completely unnerved by these exorbitant
demands and he appealed to Nizamulmulk for help. Nothing
stirs man's conscience like misfortune and the senseless monarch
prayed for an attitude of “lef by-gones be by-gones,” to save the em-
pire from ruin.

Khan Dauran and Qamaruddin were entrusted with the
command of two armies and they marched towards Ajmer,
Burhanulmulk (Saadat Khan) crossed the Ganges and reached
Bhadawar whose chieftain was besieged in his fortress by Malhar
Rao. Thr.g’;a]nus'f, treachery and folly of imperial officers again
frustrated the possibility of a concerted plan.
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Nizamulmulk also moved to the scene of action. His son
Ghaziuddin Khan was appointed governor of Gujarat and Malwa
and he was commanded to expel the Marathas from 1hese pro-
vinces. He entered Malwa and encamped at Sironj. In the
meantime Baji Rao had also returned to Malwa,

Nizamulmulk reached Bhopal and the two armies fought an
indecisive cnagement on 17th January, 1738 near Sironj. Baji
Rao [orced a convention upon the imperialists by which :

(1) the wholc of the Malwa region was to be given to the
Marathas in [ull sovercignty over the country between
the Narbada and the Chambal. .

(2)  and a subsidy of 50 lakhs of rupecs was to be given,

Thoese teyms were sufficiently disgraceful. We do not know
what the humiliated Niam (et about them, There was nothi
[oor him, and Baji Rao who in search ofnew fields of glory and
scifaggrandisement, was pleased to have an independent state in
the territory between the two rivers, with the empire on one sice
and the Maratha State on the other.

While the struggle between the Marathas and the Mughals
}-.:L;‘gning omn, news came that Nadirshah was plaming to invade
ia.,

Condition of the Empire

The Empire was fast distintegrating and the authovity of the
Mughal was defied everywhere. The Marathas gave the Nizam
much trouble and he saved himself from their attacks by inducing
them to make incursions into the Mughal territory in the north.
Baji Rao carried his raids up to Delhi and demanded Chauth from
the Emperor. The provineial governors paid nominal allegiance
to Delhi and became independent. Saadat Khan Burha n-ul-
mulk turned his province into an independent state, Bengal,
Behar and Ovissa had formed themselves into a single province
in the time of Bahadur Shah and were ruled by Aszimusshan
Jalar Khan who acted as his deputy held charge of the three
provinces till his deathin 1726. TInthe outlying parts of the
empire the authority of the Mughal had ceased to be respected.

Nadirshah’s original name was Nadir Quli. He was born
of poor parents. His father Imam Quli Beg has been variously
described as a shepherd, skinner, agriculturist and camel-driver.
Mirza Mehdi's well-guarded expressions clearly show that he
was a man of humble origin and had risen to eminenee by dint of
merit,  Mehdi’s words are ;
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‘A sharp sword owes its existenee to its temper rather than
to an iron mine whenee its raw material was taken’,

Nadir Quai Beg was a Turk and he was proud of his blood
and never sought to magnify the status of his parents,  His carly
life was full of adventure and daring acts of volbery. He was
earricd away to Tartary by the uzbegs wen kept him as o prisoner
for four years.  In Perssa the decline of the safivis brought about
a dynastic vevolution which gave MNadiv Onli an opportnily
which he coveted.  Shahi Talimasp IT wiw o week ruler, TTe was
overthvown by Malunud Khan Ghilzal wlo conguered e,
Khormsan, and Telidun and  deove e Salvis buo the wilds of
Mazandaran, The Turkish and Rusdun invasions adided 1o the
misery of the Persians who wore already much harasied and perse-
cuted by the Afghan usurpers of their country.  In these eircume
stances of misery and humiliation Persiins needed a leader who
could rescue them from such natonal degradation and bondage.
Nadir Quli was the man who came forward as the deliverer ol
his natinn.  As Ievine weites, ‘e national deliverance of Persi-
ans was the work of Nadir alone and nuturally the enthusasm
of the people for him was unbounded,”, The last king of the
Salavi dynasty Abbas ITT was & weak man, who was unable to
combat the enemics whose covetons cyes weee  fixed on iy
country.  Quli was asked (o wear the erown  and Jwe Dbe-
came king under the title of Nadiv Shah on the 26th February
[736. Hoe successfully repulsed  the actack of the Russians and
Turks, Fecaptured Herat aud Balkh and then procceded to
Qandhar which fell on 240 Muarch, 1738, Hen had sent envays
to the court of Delhi asking them to prevent the Afghan Pugitives
from crossing into India. Favourable replics weee soe but no
action was taken. Natliv moved to Kabul which came into his
hands on 20th June. Passing through the Khaiber he moved
o to Peshawar and then proceeded to Labore, Twelve miles
awayfrom the town the governor offtred resistance but he was
defeated and the next day he appeared before Nadic and offerad
gubmisgion,

It is difficult to analyse the motives of 8 [oreign invader with
recision but a few ohservations seem to be pertinent.  In all pro-
gn.b!jry‘ Muhammad. Shah's inability to close the frontier was a
mere pretext,  The Delhi Court, sunk in sloth and debauchery,
did not realise the gravity of the danger, Tt is said they ridiculed
the idea of such an invasion, The Emperor sent no satisfactory
reply to Nadir's remonstrances about the Afghan refugees and
the l“;st envoy was detained for one year without any reply and
this must have fearfully annoyed him. That Nadir was ambitsious
has never been doubted and contemporary evidence confirms the
view that he cherished the desive of following the cxample of
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Alexander the Great and Mahmud of Ghazni and hoped to
carn the title of world-conqueror. He wanted a large army to
enable him to march to the Bosphorus and for this he must find
recruits in foreign lands, He thought the conquest of Hindustan
would not only furnish a valuable recruiting eround but place
at his disposal abunant wealth to help him to findnee his expedi-
tion against the Usbegs. The fascination of India’s riches
was irressitible.  The Persian trcasury was depleted, and he
hoped that the wealth obtained [rom India would satisfy lis
financial needs.

At first the Imperial Government at Dethi and its advisers
did not attach much imporiance to the rumour about Nadir
Shah's invasion, But when he capluyred Kabul, and defeated the
Governor at Lahore, a panic was caused and there was a fee-
ling ol consternation. Even in the face of a national disaster, the
|eading noblemen could not unite and form a concerted plan to
meet the invader, Ghulam Husain describes the condirion of the
government thus:—

““The government was rotien, the Emperor was powerless.
No money was sent to maintain the administration in
Afghanistan. The Subahdar, therefore, sought his own
comfort and lived at Peshawar, entrusting the fort at
Kabul to a Qiladar with orders to control and watch
the passess leading to India,"

The frontiers had always been a source of danger to the
empire add from Akbar to the time'of Aurangzeb cfforts had to
be made to guard it. After Aurangzeb’s death the frontier was
neglected. There were no great gencrals like Mansingh to look
after the safety of the frontiers.  Ability, valour and knowledg ¢
all were wanting. No oneat Delhi knew anything about the
roads and passes in the mountainous contry. There was no
warden of the Marches like Ghazi Malik in the 14h century
who had driven back the Mongols on several occasions. The
central Government was powerless to exercise any effective suge:'—
vision over the local governors and they acted as they liked.
Their resources were wholly inadequate for meeting a grave
cmergency if it ever arose or for maintaining an efficient ad-
ministration. The troops at Kabul were not paid in time and
the pressing requests of the Subadar remained unheeded. The
Punjab was also undefended and there was nothing to check an
invader who advanced from Kabul to Lahore. The local govern-
or wrote again and again to Delhi about Nadir Shah’s approach
but no reply was received. His enemies at court mis-represented
the situation. The Emperor was weak and dissolute utterly
devaid of any principles or policy and the socicty around, deba.
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uched and depraved, was completely in the grip of dﬂgﬂnm*u‘:z
and decay. Therec was no patriotism or national [ecling wi
could rouse the officers and the citizens of the State to unite
against a common foe. Treachery was rife at court, The Turan-
is, Persinns and Hindustanis were divided among themselves,
The Delhi officers had carvicd on treasonably correspondence with
Nadir Shah, as is evident from the words which he spoke to
Muhaonmad Shah when Muyhammad Khan Bangash was inlve-
duced to him. 'Brother Mulammad; said Nadir Shaly, “You
have three faithful servants. These are Nasiv Klian, Klundauran
and Muhamanad Khan, the vest are all teaitors. They  have all
written letters to e inviting e to mvade Hindustan™

In this hour of danger Muhammad Shaly appealed to all his
nobles and jagirdars. He summoned Nizamulmulk but his ad-
vice was not listencd to owing to the jenlousy of Khan Dauran
the Wazir. Sadat Khan d la;'nd to come and he started to join
the Emperor at the end of January, 1739. Even Baji Rao
Peshwa was thought of, but the ceclesiastics of the court were
not to accepl help from an infidel.  So eritical was the situntion.
Appeal was made to the chiefs of Rajasthan but there was no res-
ponse.  Aurangzel’s policy had lacerated heartsand dried up all
sympathy. Meanwhile Nadir Shah eontinued his progresy to-
wards Delhi and reached Karnal, His intelligencers and scouts
brought him a good deal of information about the imperial army
and its strategic plan. It iz said Nadir Shah knew all about
Burhanulmulk and his movements and the activities of the court.

The command was at fivse entrustéd o Nizam-ul-mulk and
Khan Dauran but they expressed their unwillingness to lead the
army. Then Muhammad Shah led the army himsell and reach-
cd Karnal, The imperialists mustered in Jarge numbers but
they were no match to the hardy warriors [romi the northern
regions, They were badly defcated and suffered heavy losses,
As Sir Wolscley Haig writes “melee was a massacre rather than
a battle. Burhanulmulk was recognised by an acquaintance from
Nishapur and he dragged him into the howdah of his own ecle-
phant, Khan Dauran was mortally wounded and died the next
day, With his dying breath he said to the trembling courtiers
who aurgcd around him that the only way to save the throne
was to buy off the invader and make him retire.

Burhan-ul-mulk who coveted the office of Wazir now Judged
It a good opportunity to offer his mediation. He paid a visit to
Nadirshah and persuaded him tn leave Muhammad Shah on the
throne of Defhi and. accept an indemnts of twenty millions of
rupees,  Nizamulmulk was sent  to confirm  this settlement and
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on his return he was given the title of Amir-ul-umra. Burhan-
ul-mulk’s fcdouw.ms roused and he informed Nadir Shah that
twenty millions was a very insignificant amount and he could
bring out of his own house an equivalent sum although he was
only a provincial satrap, Such was the rapacity of the Turkish
bandit in Nadiv and he withdrew his acceptance of the indemnity
previously agreed upon. It was to be finally decided later.

Canses of defeat

The defeat of the Indian army was mainly due to three
causes; (1) bad generalship, (2) old fashioned weapons, (3) and
their strategy and mode of fghting. Nadiv's Soldicrs were Turks
capable of strenous fighting and enduring provations. They
were equipped with five-arms and they were trained under striet
supervision. The fire which was discharged by their swivel
guns brought about deadly destruction in the ranks of the enemy
and made it impossilile for them to return the attack,

The Indian Soldiers were not aceustomed to the use of fire-
arms. The only musketeers who could use five-arms were the
Hindus of Buxar, the Bundelas and Karnatlis but they were not
employed in the ariny of the Later Mughals. Babur had defeat-
cd the Afghans and  Rajputs on the plains of Panipat and
Khanua carly in the 16th cenury with his artillery and cavalry.
The Indian Ordnance were heavy and were inferior to those of
Persia and Turkey,

The Indian army lacked mobility,. The Persians like the
Turks of Central Asia who came with Babur, had a fine cavalry;
they rode on swift horses and could quickly move from one posi-
tion to another. Not so the Indian soldiers who were unused to
horses, and who followed the old method of hand to hand fight,
and still had faith in archery, The use of elephants was a handi-
cap rather than an advantage. They had been used in the past
Ly the Rajputs In many battles but the pesult was defeat and
destruction. Irvine vighily says that they were a sure engine of
1:;Iédcstrucﬁnn when ranged against Nadir Shahin the year.

More important than all this is the spirit which anomates
the fighting corps. The Twks were Ml of buoyancy and vigour
and ]ongﬁforrﬁsmde under & eapable leader who had given
prool of his prowess in a number of campaigns. The Indians
wére weakened by their own dissensions and were enervated by
luxury and indolence. The leaders were jealous of one another
and werc incapable of evolving'a concerted ]ialan to oppose the
encmy. Those on whom the safety of the empire depended were
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guided by cunning and treacherya and had no scruples in resor-
ting to questionable ways to realise their selfish ends. The
Emperor’s name evoked neither respect nor enthusiasm and the
army of flatterers and sycophants avound him created such a
vicious atmosphere thar cven the biggest men were not honest
and straightforward even in conducting negotiations with the
invaders,

After the battle when Saadat Khan (Burhan-ul-mulk) was
brought before Nadir, the latter talked contemptuously about the
resources of the Hmperor.  Saadat Khan replied with charac-
teristic lack of Facts and lgures that the Bmperor had vast
resourees anc his nobles and grandecs possessed abundant wealth,
Nisumul-mulk was sent lo negoliate nscttlemont,  An agree-
ment was made that an indemnity of 50 lakhs of Rupees would
be paid-20 Lakhs at atonce and 10 lakhson veaching Lahore
and 10 lakhs at Attock and 10 at Kabul, Nadir Shali zentan
invitation to the Emperor to dinner through Nizam-ul-mulk, He
was detained in the camp and this caused much uneasiness at
Delhi. Burhan-ul-mulk also died after his returu from Nadir
Shah’s camp. He had paid before his death 23 million rupecs
and a force was sent to his nephew and  son-in-law Safdarjung
who had succeeded him (o the mesnad to pay the 20 millions he
had promised, Safdarjung paid the whole sum in cash and
valuables consisting of jewels, and articles of gold and silver.
The Emperor had already surrendered io him the keys of the
treasury of the state and placed the entive wealth of the Empire
at his disposal.

Nadir Shah entered Delhi with Muhammad Shah and took
hisscat in the Dewan-i-Khas, The Persian axmy guarded the
fort and encamped near it and also oceupicd quarters in the
city.

While the meeting was going on in the palace, there wasa
guarrel between the citizens of Delhi and the Persians, and a
rumour spread that Nadir Shah was dead.  Two Mughal officers,
with a foree of 470 men, went to the royal stables and slew the
Persians who were in charge of the elephants, They were brought
before Nadir and after a brief interrogation were put to death.
This infuriated Nadir and he ordered a gencral massacre of the
guilty inhabitants,

The chronicle writes-

“They now hastencd with drawn swords to wreak ven.
]geancn, Within the doomed areas, the houses were
ooted, all the men killed without regard for age and
all the women dragged into slavery. The destroyers
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set fire to many houses and several of their victims,
both dead and wounded, Hindus and Muhammadans
were indiscriminately  burnt together”,

The slaughter began about 9 a. m. and went on ¢l 2 p. m.
About 30,000 persons were slain. Then Muhammad Shah,
through his Wazir and the Nizam begged Nadir Shah to stop the
slaughter and the latter gave the order that it must he stopped.

One authority writes: “Many respectable Indian house-
holders slew their own wives and daughters to save them from
dishonour by the Qpazilbash soldiery and then rusbed on the
cnemy’s swords or cut their own throats, Many women drowned
themselves in the wells of their houses to cscape a shame worse
than death. DBut many more were outraged and dragged away
as captives, though according to the Persian Scoretary Nadic
afterwards ordered them to he restored to their families!

MNadiy remained in Delhi till the [5th May and during the
two months he stayed in Delhi, he proclaimed himself the lord
of Hindustan and had the Khutba rcad inhis name in all the
mosques of Delhi.  He held the durbar after the Mughal lashion
and sumoned the nobles and asked them for contributions. The

rocess of squeczing the nobles of their wealth went on and the

mperor was also asked to disgorge all his jewels, pearls and dia-
monds and valuable vessels of gold and silver, The famous dia-
mond the Koh-i-Nuor was demanded and also the peacok throne of
Shahjehan which had cost 2 crores of rupees. The well-to-do
eitizens were also foreed to pay two crorves, Anand Bam was asked
to pay 5 lakhs and a militayy guard was posted at his louse to
enforce payment. It appears that all citizens were subjected to this
levy and none was allowed exemption. Anand Ram writes:

«Helpless people, high and low, rich and poor, were com-
pelled day alter day to attend at the law court where
they were kept from dawn to sunset and often till ane
prahar of night without ascertaining the truth, the
calumnies of Mir Waris and Khwaja Rahmatullah were
believed, The lists were prepaved. The contributions
of capital totalled two crores of rupees”.

Payment was rigorously enforced. Delay led lo insult and
torture. The high officials were entrusted with the task of
collections. Some of the nobles were treated with the great
cruelty and had to suffer torture and indignity.

Nadir Shah behaved asking of Delhi. Coins were struck
in his name and he took the title of Shahanshah, Muhammad

1, Trvine, Later Mughals I, p. 369.
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Shah had to live lik a subordinate and a prisoner and his con-
dition was most degrading and pitiable,

Nadir Shah left Delhi on the 16th May. The wealth
carried by him is differently estimated by different historians,
The grand total given by Frazer is 70 crores besides 300 ele-
phants, 10,000 horses and about the same number of camels.
Anand Ram who was employed with the Wazir, gives 60 lakhs
of rupees and some thousands of gold coins and nearly one crore
of Rupees worth of geld wares, rmnrlgr 40 evores worth of jewels;
most of them unrivalled in the world.?t

Sri wolesely Flaig, in Cambridge Flistory Vol IV, gives the
following details :

“Different authorities estimated the cash alone at amounts
varying [rom eight to more than thirty miltlion sterling,
besides jowels, plate, cash, stulfs and other valuable
property. The congueror alsotookwith him, a thousand
elephants, seven thousand horses, ten thousand eamels,
a hundred cunuchs, and a hundved and thirey writers,
two hundred builders, a Jndred masons. and twa
carpenters™.?

Before the dc]iarmrc ina grand Darbar held on Ist May
he summoned the Emperor and his nobles. To the nobles he
presented robes of honour, jewelled swords and crs, horses
and other gilts. He placed with his own hands the Crown of
Delhi on Muhammad Shah’s headand two jewelled swords round
his waist.

How wretehed and degraded the Empevor was i clear [vom
the following words in which heis said to have expressed his
gratitude to the tyrant who humiliated him and tortured his
subjects ¢

tAs the generosity ol the Shahanshah made me a sccond
time master of a Crown and a throne and exalted
among the Crowned heads of the world, I hegto
offer as my tribute the provinces of my Empire west
of the river Indus, from Kashmirte Sindh, and in
addition to the Subah of Thatta and the ports subordi-
nate to it

Shades of Akbar and Alamgir what they must have felt on
hearing this declaration had better be imagined than described.

1. TIrvine, Later Mughals, Vaol. II, p. 371.
2, Cambridge History IV, p. 363.
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No greater punishment could have been devised for the imbecile
and sinful Muhammad Shah, But Nadir Shah too did not live
long to enjoy the wealth he collected in India for he was assesi-
nated afier 8 years,

Effect of Nadir's invasion of India

Muhammad Shah’s defeat and disgrace. snapped the bonds
that had kept the Empire together. The effect of bad policies
became clearly discernible and  everywhere sligu of dis-satisfac-
tion became manifest. To use Sir Wolseley Haig's words “The
Emperor and his courtiers were stupefied with the blow that had
fallen on them’. All intrigues and base designs were drowned in
the disgrace which had befallen them, For a few months no
administrative business was transacted; and Muhamad Shah sank
in his usual lethargy and inaction, and it was after nearly seven
months, that he revived his machinations to destroy the power of
the Turani party. Aecting on Nadir Shah's advice, that he should
beware of the Turanis and their leader Nizamulmulk, he wanted
to appoint Umdatul-muilk in place of Qamaruddin Khan, who
had earlier resigned his post, on the Nizam's advice to des
the influence of the Turani faction. Qamaruddin left Delhi o
join the Nizam and Umdat-ul-mulk was asked to make peace with
the latter and Qamaruddin, Thus the plot to everthrow the
'I‘w'nnis failed and the Nizam stayed to watch the trend of affairs
at Delhi,

The empire had shrunk in diamensions. The. tendency on
the part of provineial governors to become independent was on
the increase everywhere. Safdarjung, nephew and son-in-law
of Burhanulmulk, became independent in Oudh and in the six
subahs of the Deecan the Nizam excrcised defacto sowvercignty,
and by overthrowing Sarfaraz Khan by treachery, Alivardi
Khan established himself at Murshidabad on 12 May as Vieeroy
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. Zakariya was confirmed in the
Punjab and Multan, which had been held by his father Khan
Dauran up 1o the time of the battle of Karnal.

To the north-west of the Doab now called Uttar Pradesha,
was founded a new principality by a Rohilla Afghan leader Ali
Muhammad by name, who was cmployed inthe service of the
governor of Katehar. Gradually he g:thurml a large following,
and taking advantage of the disorder that prevailed in the empire,
he incrcased his power and by g,ivini shelter to the Alghans
beecame their leader. Al Muhammad kept to himself the rev-
enues of the Jagir of ruddin Khan and when the latter
appointed Raja Harnand to audit his accounts, he took offence
and killed the Raja and became virtually independent. The tract
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aver which Ali Muhawmad exevcised his authority came to be
known as Rohilkhand.

In 1745 Mulammad Shal marched against the Ruhilla
Chieftain who was conducting himsell as an independent ruler.
The emperoy was helped I:I awal Rai, Snfdar{ung and Qaim
Khan, son of Mulammad Khan Bangash, Ali Muhammad,
seeing the odds against him, submitted and on Qamarudein
Igdhm's intervention he was pardoned and entrusted to his cus-
tody,

The Marathas wore advised Dy Raja Shalw net to moddle
in the affairs of the Bmpive, but Peshwa Baji Ran T whoe was a
man of impzrial ambitions carried  raids into the Mughal terri-
tories to the very confines of Delhi and burnt the suburbs. Hiy
occupation of Malwa wasrecognised by a treaty between him and
Nizamulmulk and it was ratificd by the Emperor, Baji Rao was
a remarkable man, He was a warrior, a born leader of man and
a statesman, For 20 years he dominated the Mavatha state and
brought about a great change in Maratha policy which became
the outward symbol of his expanding soul, He fouglt many
battles, and gave a short sheift to his encmies and levied chaath
and Sardeshmukhi upon them. Even the Mughal empire did
not escape from his ravages and the emperor was compelled to
accede to the demand of Chauth and Sardesmukhi. Wherever
his arms penetrated his enemies were worsted and a large num-
ber of centres of Maratha influence were created all over India.
Assisted by his brother Chimmnaji, who was equally brave and
warlike, he carried his conguests far and wide and turned the
small Maratha kingdom Into a powerlul state, veady to try con-
clusions with the Mughal Empire. Baji Rao’s military triomphs
made his fame roverberate H;Emughaul: the country, and thore
was no court in India where his name was not mentinned with
vespect and fear, Raghuji Bhonsle of Naﬁlpur made incursions
into Bengal, Behar and Orissa and along the Orissa Coast and
levied Chauth and Sardeshmulkhi upon the inhabitants.

Gujarat was, like Malwa and Bundelkhand, troubled by the
Marathas and difficulty was always experienced in finding
governors for this turbulent area. During the ineflicient rule of’
Jodhpur, the Delhi government did not care much about it and
found it difficult to organise the administration on account of the
interference of the Marathas,

The States of Rajputana had become quite independent.
Abhay Singh of Jodhpur was appointed as Governor of Gujarat
but he failed to manage the affairs of that province. The grim
spectre of recurring Maratha invasions caused a state of chronic
anxiety and it was found difficult to obtain help from the im-



Decline and fall of the Mughal Empire 31

serin] government at Delhi. Sawai Jai Singh of Amber who

Id charge of Agra remained loyal to the last and ruled over
the provinee for 44 years. He was a friendofl Peshwa Baji Rao
and enjoyed his confidence. Through Jai Singh's mediation
many difficult problems were settled between the Empire and the
Marathas: Jai Singh was worthy of his high position. FHe was
# lrustworthy friend, a great scholar and lover of Hindi literature
and was interested in astronomical studies.

In 1740 Baji Ruo Peshwa died at the ageol42. Hewasa
rmasterful figure, who according to Sardesai, was next only to
Sivaji in military genius. He became Peshwa at the age of 19,
and for 20 years, ceaselessly waged war against his ncighbours
and made meursions™inte the Mughal tevritories right upto Delhi.
It was dueto Baji Rao Peshwa, writes a modern Maratha his-
torian that a revolution was made in the character of the
Maratha state and the political centre of gravity was shifted
from the court of Delhi to the South.! It is true much of Baji
Rao’s encrgy was wasted in kecping under control the recalei-
trant elements al home but this was inevitable, He gave a new
direction to the policy of the Maratha state and, under his ins-
pirin lcadm*ahilp, his colleagues and commanders followed him
to seek fresh fields and pastures new,

Sir Richard Temple, who is a [oreign wriler, pays arvich
tribute to Baji Rao:

“He was moved by an ardour [or suceess in national under-
takings by a patriotic conflidence in the Hindu cause
as against its old enemiecs the Muhammadans and its
new rivals the Europeans then rising above the politi-
cal horizon. He lived to see the Mamthas spread
over the Indian continent from the Avabian Sea te the
Bay of Bengal. He died as he lived in Camp under can-
vas among his men and he isremembered among the

Marathas as the fighting Peshwa, as the jncarnation of
Hindu energy.”*

Sahu Chatrapati clied in 1748, Baji Rao's relations with him
had been harmonious, Tne Maratha leaders met in a conference
at Sangala and it was decided that all official work should be
removed to Poona. The Peshawa was to have the entire exe-
cutive authority of the state, He was to be the head of the con-
federacy which consisted of Sindia, Holkar, Bhonsle and Gae-
kwad., Itwasa great change, Sardesai call it the Revolution
of Sangala.

1. Sardesai, History of the Marathas 11, p. 182,
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Muhammad Shal’s incompetence in matters of administra-
tion is revealed in o number of important transactions. He was
weak and incapable of taking a irm decision. Umdat-ul-mulk
held an important position at court, But by his indiscrect
behaviour he brought trouble on himsell  One day he was talking
about some business of the the state with the Emperor who was
tired of his interminable harangue and asked him to postpone the
discussion to another day. The chief cunuch who was present
remarked that the matter was as endless as the chater of two
old women, This gave offence to Umdat-ul-mulke who protested
but the Emperor, though he had promised to disiniss the cunuch,
disapproved  of Umadat-ul-mulk’s  insolent  behaviour whoen
he was gone, instead ol punishing the impertinent ewmeh,  Fle
permitted the latter to hive a ruflian to make away with Umadal-
ul-mulk. On January 6, 1747 the latter was stabbed to death as he
was entering the hall of audicnee.

A vevolution in Persia brought about a new situation and
created A serious danger for India. As Nadir Shal advanced
in years, he developed the habits and temper of a tyrant and he
was murdered in his own camp on June 2, 1747, Power was
usurped by Ahmad, his Chief Cammander, who helanged to the
Sadozai scction of the Abdali Tribe., Through Nadir's favour,
he had risen to high command with the help of his own tribes-
men and some Qazalbash soldicrs, captured Herat and brought
Qamdhar and Afghanistan under his sway. Treachery was rile
among men of high rank in India in those days, and in collabo-
ration with Shahnawaz Khan, governor of the Punjab, Ahmad
Shah Abdali, now Shali of Persia, [ormed a schemne of invading
India but when the time came for actual help, the governor
hung back and Abdali was left to his own resources. He crossed
the Indus with 30,000 horse and imvaded the Punjab. Altera
show of resistance Shahnawaz's foree was overpowered and he
was compelled to seek refuge in fight. On hearing of Aldali’s
advance towards Delhi, the imperialists wnder prince Ahmad
and some other redoubtable leaders marched to meet the inva-
der. . Abdali bypassed the Delhi army and reached Sarhind
which was sacked and every man who conld take part in fighting
was ]g‘:::t to the sword, The artillery, arms and ammunition of
the Delhi army were captured by the Afghans and used by them
against their opponents. By a sudden explosion which occurred
near the camp, many of the invaders were killed. But. Ahmad-
shah did not leave the field and during the night ordered his
mien to retreat to Afghanistan, The imperialists rejoiced over
this seeming victory and returned to Delhi, This was Abdali’s
first invasion, .
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At Panipat Prince Ahmad received the news that Muhame
mad Shah had died of dropsy at Dclhi on 26th  April. He was
immediately proclaimed Emperor in the camp under an umbrella
and post-hastc marched to Dethi where in the Shalamar garden,
outside the capital city, afler three days (20 April 1748), he was
crawned emperor of Hindusan,

Muhammad shah's inglorious reign had come to an end and
we may look at the Indian scenc with wondeing eyes and ask our-
selves the question: who was onsible for this decademee?
The answer s obvious. It was Aurangzeb’s policy that had
sown the seeds of decay and disintegration and created a situation-
which his succrssors were powerless to control. All over
India, 2 number of kingdoms had come into existence which exer-
citsed sway over Jarge and extensive territories. They have
been mentioned before.  The empive had become a mere shadow
of its former self and its wril was respected only overa vmg small
arca, In assessing the contribution of factors leadind to disinte-

ration, the army must begiven an important place. True,

¢ men who sat on the throne of Akbar and Aurangzed disgrac-
ed it by their unmanly conduet, imbecility and debauchery and
showed a conspicuous lack of capacity for administration or
generalship, Past history was dis-regarded and the system of
assignments was revived which produced its bad effect on the
organisation of the empire. As the monarchy declined in
character and importance, the power of the nobles incressed,
and the occupant of the throne lost touch with the army,
He wiclded no commanding influence or possessed the ability
to offer guidance to his troops, There was no line of demarca-
tion between the civil military departments, They were
combined and men who passed most of their time at cowrl were
asked to lead important campaigns. The officers were jealous of
cach other and were often swayed by party spirit. The canker
of party had ecaten into the vitals of the administration and from
its ravages neither the civil nor the military administration
was free.  High placed officers who also acted as generals and
commanders told lies, intrigued freely and made subterranen
plans to undermine the imperial authority, A highly placed
officer like Nizamulmulk encouraged the Marathas for the saftey
of his dominion in the South and a governor like Safarjung %aw:
to a foreign invader an exagegrated account of the wealth of the
Emperor and his nobles and asked him to employ coercion and
extortion to make them yeild up their hidden treasures. Even the
Saiyyid brothers had looted the treasure of the state and quarrell-
ed over its appropriation. There were governors who were so
treacherous as to encourage foreign invaders to invade their coun-
try. Treason was rampant among the high ranking officials

3
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and in the conduct of campaigns against an enemy much velian-
ee was placed on treachery, bribery and negotiations.

Aurangzeb was himsell a great gencral and commander lwut
he had done nothing to organise and strengthen the military
system of the empire. We read of no schools or seminars for
military training and the Muslim “youths [rom very carly age
developad a fondness for the pleagurey of the seraglio.  Discip
line beeame lax and Aucangzab's long wars in the Deccan [or
25 years damped the cothusiam of the nobles as well as the com-
mon people. The Puritan Emperor’s administeation had Jost its
cthos and a kind of immoral lawlessiess prevalled fa the highey
grades of socicty. Under the very eyes ef the emperor in the
capital the Prime Minister's son could molest womenas they went
to the the river in the morning to have their  bath,  Loyalty
and inteprity were at a low ebl.  There was no dvill or dis
cipline in the army andsoldiers Lehaved like a rabble. A
modern  historian rightly observes:

“In an army thus composed and thus commanded no milli-
avy sprit was to be locked for, and hoth officers nned
men, were characterised by o complete absence of
of the will to victory.*

Whit a harvest of misfortune for the possessors of the imperinl
pursﬂc? The future was dark and it was clear that no bedy
could prevent or avert the dissolution of the empire.

The Battle of Panipat (1761)

The news of the battles of Barvarighat and Sceunderabad
was received at the Poona Court with dismy and the Peshwa was
urged to prepare 4 large army under able commanders to %I!(“
against Abdali. The ablest chieftains and commanders like
Balwant Rao, Trimbak, Sadashiva Rao Bhau, the Peshiwa’s cous-
in Shumsher Bahadur, Baja Rao 1's son by his concubine Mastani
and many others who had cstablished their fame all over Mahara-
htra. e Bhau and and the Peshwa's gon Viewas Rao lso went
with a large equipage and thousands of followess, elephants
laden with silken tents, and the wives of officers and lvading
men shinining in cloth and gold. Tbrahim Garde was there with
his artillery and had under his command 9000 men trained
under the French ﬁuncrai Bussy. The numbers ol the huge
army have been variously estimated. Accordinng to one cstimate
the Marathas numbered more thana lakh of men and Abdali's
army consisted of 60,000 men of whom half were forcigners and
hall’ were non-combatants, According to My, Sardesai the Mar-

1. Cambridge History 1V, p. 367,
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atha army contained 43,000 Marathas atd about 60,000 non-
combatants, a miscellaneous horde of women, camp followers,
servants and vegabouds, Surajmal Jat joined the army on the
Chambal with his.men. The hig Maratha chicfs Sindhia, Hol-
kar, Bhonsle and the Gackwar all joined to help the' national
cause.  Abdali’s soldiers and ai!iit'.a the Wazir, Sujaudoulah,
Bangash Nawab and Nujibuddowlah . looked upon this war as
n crusade and their fanaticism was roused by the fact that the
Brahmans were the leaders of the Maratha command, Panipat
was an open plain stretching for miles together and there was no
possibility of achirving sugeess by the Gureeilla method which was
suitable for the hilly coutry in Sewth India, The-Marathas
were not used o fght a pitched battle, A council of war was
held to decide the method of fighting.  Surajmal - favoured the
Gourilla method which was the tradttional method of the Mara-
thas. Haolkar and Sindhia a'so “were of the same view but the
Bhau rejected their advice as the chatter of goat herds and'
Zamindars”. The Mararatha general felt slighted and  thore-
ugly disliked the Chilpavan pride and arvogance. | They retor-
ted by saying “If this Brahman wins, he will collect; the revenues
of Hindustan and we shall have to wash his loin cloth. It is bettér
that he should be defeated. Surajmal decided to  &lip  away
from the battlefield:

Both sides waited for two and  hall’ momths. The Mavathas
were tired. Their supplics ran shortowing to the lurgearmy. Men
and animals both died of hunger and want of lodder. Some of
the Maratha allies were half-hearted and were not in a mood to
fight. Surajmal Jat was not convicted of the neccssity of his
£artic}patim1 in the struggle.  "The population wos hostile to the

darathas lor they kiew what sulforings had been caused by their
plundering raids and exactions,

= Abdali was superior to the Marathas in gencralship. His
men wire full of cnergy and vigour and were keen to ﬁg‘?t He
too was short of money but he was Dbacked by men who who
believed in his cause and wanted it to prosper, Starvation, famine
and ep!demic deemated the Mavathas and damped their enthusi-
asm, while Abdali’s men were determined and. full of ardour,
They had better equipment and the searcity in their camp was
not so acute as in the Maratha camp, they were full of buo m:g:
and high spivit whereas the Marathas were dimntcndcd?l an
dejected. Defeat of the latter was certain. The great Napolean
was right in saying, ‘In war all is mental’,

. The baitle began at 9 a. m. and lasted till 2 p. m. ‘Abdali’s
men led the attack-in full [ury and defeated the Marathas, Ihra-
him Gardi’s artillery proved ol little avail and he was himsell
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among the slain. The greatest leaders were killed,  Viswas Rao,
the Peshwa's son, Sada Shiva Bhau, a valiant soldier were killed
and his head was cut off and carried away by his slayers. Sadas-
hiva Raowas a great soldier but his warlike qualities were marred
by his pride and arrogance, Sir Jadunath Sarkar writes about
him:—

*Thus perished Sadashiva Bhau on the grave of his repu-
tation and of the imperialistie dreams of his race, The
historian's memory gous forwurd to say 38 years later,
when at the dork gateway af Seringupatmm another
hevoie Indian Privee, after the wreek ol Iiis avmy and
cause, came to his end in resisting an alien spoiler’s
hand on his person’,

Holkar and Gaelowar showed little willingness to fight; Sin-
dhia was wounded and fled from the battle-field, Much incon-
venience was caused by the presence of women in the eamp. Bhau
did not leave them at Mathura or Bharatpur or cven at Daolhi
and this was pointed out to him by Surajmal Jat. The non-com-
batants, hungry and wernout, evercrowded the camp and exha-
usted the supplies, Thousands died of starvation.

Balaji Baji Rao the, peshwa, had hugged the illusion that
Abdali would be easily expelled.  But the [ates willed otherwise.
He started for the north and the tervible news ol defeal came as
he proceeded on his journcy and at Bhilsa he was told about the
contents of a merchant’s imtercepted letter. It contained the
following words: —

“The pearls dissolved, 25 gold mohurs have been lnst
and of silver and copper the total cannot be cast off."

The peshwa returned to Poona bwoken-hearted and exhaus-
ted, He was suffering lrom consumption; the shock aggravated
the malacy and he died on 23rd Junc 1761 in the palace which he
had built on the Parvati hill, The entire Maharashtra was
plunged in gloom.

Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s comment upon the disaster is well
worth reading: —

tAbhove all the disaster was due to the Peshwa’s mistaken

Eolit.y. If he were wise, he would have givenup all

is ambitions in Hindustan and confined himsell to the

South. Buta strange Nemesis dogged his steps and

his inordinate ambition to acquire mastery over Delhi
and Agra proved his ruin.”
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Puppet Kings

Ahmad Shah; Alamgir II; Shah Alam [I
(1748-54) (1754-59) (1759-1806)

Muhammad Shah was succeeded by his son Almed under
the title of Ahmed Shah, He was a worthless, cowardly, per-
fidious young manof 21 who was utterly unfit for the kingl
office. He conferred the title of Bahadur on the chief cunuch
Javid Khan, The latter enjoyed the king's confidence and was
very [riendly with the Queen mother,

The leadership of the court party passed into the hands of
these two persons and the result was complete mis-management
and confusion. Javid Khan was hostile to Safdarganj, the wazir,
against whom he plotted and wished (o take his life. An attempt
was made to replace the Wazir by Nasirjung; the second son of
Nizamulmulk but it ended in a finsco,

Safdar Jung, in order to safeguard his possessions nst
the Rohillas, instigated Qaim Khan 1o attack them but he
was defcated and killed by Sadullah Khan, the elder son of | Ali
Muhamad Khan. Safdar Jung marched into the Bangash country
exacted sixty lakhs of rupees and confined five brothers of Qaim
Khan in the fort of Allahabad. The territorries were entrusted
to Nawal Rai who was defeated by the Alghans as soon as the

Wazir turned his back,

In 1750 Safdarjung called in Malhar Rao Halkar, Jayappa
Sindhia and Surajmal Jat tohelp him against theB sh Alyghans
The Marathas came and drove the Afghans into the hills and
occupied Ruhilkhand. They plundered the country and killed
every man whom they could catch hold of. Their demand was
conceded and half the Bangash domain in the Doab was ceded as
the price of theirhelp. This acquisition gave the Marathns a
foothold in Hiudustan, Ahmad Khan Bangash harried the
country of oudh in the province of Allahabad. He was routed
by the Naga Sanyasis under the leadership of Rajendra Giri
Gosain  before the Allahabad fort, and Ahmad to Pﬂ?l,m:
heavy fine, He had to cede some of his territory to the Mara
whn had eome to help the Wazir,

Having heard of this disorder in the state of Delhi, Abdali
again invaded Hindustan. This was his third invasion, the
second having oceurred in 1749, The Emperor called the Wazir
to drive back the invader. He sought the help of the Marathas
and entered into a treaty with Malhar Rao Holkar and Sindhia
{April 1752) who promised to defend the empire. They were
given territory in licu of the fine imposed and were promised
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Chauth from the Punjab and Sindh. The Peshwa was 1o be
entrusted with the governarship of Ajmer and Agra and also the
faujdari of Nagar and Mathura.

Abdali had defeated the Governor of the Punjab and compell-
ed him to promisc an annual tribute of fourteen thousand rupees.
The tribute was not paid and Alhmad Shali Abdali came for the
third time and besieged the governor,  The later could  offer
very feeble resistance and  the invader coipelled lim to reeog-
nis: him as his suzerain, When  the Wagiy eane to Delli with o
large Maratha foree, he was swrprizcd to find that the Eniperor
had already ceded the Punjab and Mulian to Aldali, Fvasperat-
ed by this conduct, he azked Malhar Rao, whom lie puid a fow
lakhs to help Ghagiuddin Khan, Governor of the six provinees in
Decean in setiling his affaivs. The Wazir was deeply annoyud
at the conduct of Javid Khan who had beeome ton powerful
and done whiat he eould to reduce the power of the Wazir tn a0
nullity, The murder of the favourite cunuch (6th September
1752, brought about a breach botween the Emperar and the Wazir
and this led to & civil war which lasted for six months,  Safdar-
jung's troops were scduced, Fe was denounced as a heretic, being
a Shia, and thus a new colour was given to the civil stife. Suraj
Mal, the Jae chicltain, was also'called for help and it is said the
Jats came and plundered the capital,

Ghaziuddin's son Imaduimulk himsell browght the Mara-
thas who stoymed the emperors' camp.  The Marathas who were
laying sicge to tne Jat fortress of Decg abandoned it and marched
to Delhi where, under the instigation of Imadul-mulk, they com-
pelled the Emperor o dismiss Safdajung (1758) and Intizamn-
dowlaly, son of Qamaruddin Khan, an uncle of Imadulmulk, was
appointed Prime Minister,

On June 2, 1754 the new Wazir deposed Ahmad Shah anl
sent him to prison: Azzduddin, the accmn}’;nn of Jehandar Shah,
was placed on the thvehe nnder the - title of Alamgir I1. The
dethroned Emperor. nnd his mother were blinded altey a weok.

Alamgir IT (1754-59)

The new Emperor was 55 years of age. As he had spent all
his life in prison, he had no experience of war or administration,
By Safdarjung’s fadur he had obtained the title of Ghaziuddin

han Behadur Amir-ulumra the titles that were enjoyed by his
father. Hewasa wellrcad man, knew several languages, was a
caligraphist and a poet but norwithstanding these gifts he was
utterly unfit to be a ruler in the troubled state of Delhi, being
entirely unprinecipled, dishonest and  without a sense of prati-
tude and regard for his kinsmen,
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Imadulmulk held the wizarat but he depended upon the
support of the Marathas, Muinul-mulk, governor of the Punjab
had dicd in 1753, Abdali had permitted his infant son to occupy
the office and his wife Mughlani Begam to act as his regent.
Soon after the child Emperor died and the Begam beeame the
supreme authority in the province. She had neither ability nor
caprrience antl the eondition of the Punjab grew from bad to
warst, Ghazinddin, who was botvathed Lo the daugliter of Muin-
ul-mulk asked For the hand  of the Begam's daughtee,  His wish
way granted but he was not salislied, He wanted to seize the lady
and obtain possession of the Punjab. He sent a foree with his
officers [rom Ludhiana to Lahore to bring the Begam as a pri-
soner. Bunuchs were commissioned to arrvest the lady in the carly
hours of the morning and she was Lrought to Ludhiana, The
government of the Punjab was conferred upon Adina  Beg who
wits a traitor, utierly dovoid of any noble fecling and largely
vesponsible fov these disgracelul wransactions. But even he had
to pay 30 lakhs 1o the Wazir for this office, Such was the con-
dition of public life at Delhi,

Abdali was annoyed Lo liear all this and he embarked on
his fourth invasion. Adina Beg lled in terror to the desert tract
of Hisar and Hansi whither he thought no army would follow
him. Imadulmulk begged his mother-in-law, Muglani Begam,
to intercede for him.  Abdali at fiest scolded him but later he
pardoned him and reinstated him in his office. It was nothing
short of n disgrace that the highest officice of the cmpive
should be the gift of an Afghan adventurer from a [foreign
country.

Aldali entered the foct of Delli on January 28, 1757 and
met Alamgir IT, the hapless monareh; and the same day order
was given to plunder the city and squeeze moncy from the
prople. Terror spread throughout the capital. Many inhabi-
tants took to flight and some put an end to their lives to cscape
from  dishonour, Abdali stayed for rtcarl; a month and it was
during this period that the daughter of Prince Azzduddin, the
emperor’s elder brother (who was dead) was married to Timuy
Ahdali’s eldest son.

A foree was sent with Ghaziuddin to punish Surajmal jat
for making alliance with Salfdur Jung but the Jat chief tain's
forts were so strong that they could not be taken. To ingra-
tiate himself with the conqueror, the Wazir begged that some
troops may be sent with him into the Doab to realise trilute
[rom the chiels and Jagirdars. Safdarjung had died and Shu-
audmwlalh had suceceded to the mamad. The expedition was
not o great success and he paid only 5 lakhs in cash through
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the good offices of Sadulla Khan Ruhilla who had become
friendly to Shuja. The Jat [ortress of Ballabhagarh was taken
and the garrison was put to the sword. Another force was des-

ched to Mathura where the defenceless pilgrims were mass-
acred to exhibit the invader’s zeal for the faith. Suraj Mal Jat
wax also going to be muleted but he wasted time in negotiations
and evaded the demand with dilatory pleas.

The hot winds of the Indian summer made a longer stay
impossible,  But before Abdali lelt, he married; out of compas-
sion, a daughter and one of the two widows of Muhammad
Shah who appealed ta liim to save them rom the dishonour and
disgrace at the hands ol Najilh, He carvied the roval ladies
with the booty worth several crores,

Abdali had left hiz son Timur Shah as governor of the
Punjab but, soon after his departure, the Marathas established
their predominance again at Delhi. Raghunath Rae bombard-
ed the capital and compelled Najib to submit. The Punjab
was in the hands of Najib as Mir Munshi who received full
support {rom the Marathas Najib was besicged at Shakartal,
a place 18 miles [vom Muzaffarnagar by Dartaji Sindhia, Najib
appealed to the Muslim chiefs including Abdali for help, but as
no relief was obtainable from these quarters, he submitted. The
Marathas under Govind Pant marched into Ruhilkhand and
drove away the Alghans. But the Maratha general suffered a
defeat at Chandpur at the hands of Shujaudoulah.

Meanwhile the news came that Abdali was on his way to
India to afford succour to Najib. Shuja relurned (o his coun-
try and went to the north to resist the nvader. Such was the

aratha position in 1758. A large part of the country was
under their sway which extendedlrom the far south to the Indus.
They left Lahore in charge of Sabaji Sindhia and retired. It was
a shortsighted policy to occupy the Punjab which was difficult
to hold owing to hostile elements there, especially at a time when
Abdali's invasion was imminent.

On the 29th November, 1759 the emperor Alamgir 1T was
taken away from the ace on the pretext of visiting a hermit,
was murderved by the Wazir and his eorpse was thrown down the
river bank below the Kuila ‘of Firuzshah anda false story was
circulated that he had died of an accidental fall from the wall of
the fort. Intizam was also strangled to death. “The murder of
Alamgir II was', as Sir Jadunath Sarkar rightly observes, an
insane and absolutely profitless crime, because if I mad had
spared that meekest ol meek usurper’s hoary head, it would not
in any way have added to the number of his encmies.
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As Prince Ali Gauhar (Shah Alam) the heir apparent had
gone to Oudh to escape from the designs of the Wazir, another
prince Muhi-ul-millat the grandson of Kambakhsha, was placed
upon the throne under the title of Shahjehan II. The death of
the miserable Alamgir brought no advantage to the murderers,
There was witdespread anarchy inthe country and for the traitor
Imad, Delhi ‘ceased to be a refuge after this.

Prince Ali Gauhar heard in Behar the news of his lather’s
death afier nearly a month and he atonce proclaimed himsell
Emperor under thetitle of ShahAlam IT (22nd December, (1759),
the unfortunate manwho signed the Dewani of Dengal, Behar and
Orissa to the East India Companyand remained as an exile in
the east for more than twelve years, leaving his ancestral throne
vacant.

Abdali crossed the Indus in August 1759, entered the Punjab
and Sabaji Sindhia was driven out of Lahore. Dattaji Sindhia
was defeated and Slain in the battle of Baini-ghat, Jankoji,
nephew, carriedon thestruggle but seeingno chance of his success,

he fled to Rajputana where he hopedto join Malhar Rao Holkar,
Before this could happen, Malhar Rao was routed by Abdali’s
gcm:mI Jehan Khan at Secunderabad. Abdali called upon
uraj Mal, Jat, Chicftain of Bharvatpur, and the Rajput Rajas to
pay tribute and wait upon him but they tempnrised. He advan-
ced towards Panipat where on 14th January, 1761 was fought
the battle which decided the fate of the Marathas in Hindustan.

All these events were duly veported to Peshwa Balajl Baji
Rao at Poona with a request that a powerful army and some con-
spicuous commanders should be sent to the north, otherwise it
would be impossible to drive away Abdali and save the prestige
and power ﬂ?thc Marathas in Hindustan, Little did these men
know that the stars in thuir courses were fighting against them,

The battle of Panipat is one of the most decisive battles of
Indian history, It shattered the power of the Marathas in Nor-
then India and kept them away to the end of the reign of the
new Peshwa Madho Rao (1 ?51-?‘2}. The causes of this defeat
can be clearly analysed. In military generalship and tactics
Abdali and his men were superior to the Marathas who lacked
foresight and capacity for organisation. The members of the
confederacy had no unity of plan and action and were unwilling
to accept advice from others. The menand horsesof Abdali
who had just arrived from the cooler regions were in a most effi-
cient condition and were more than a match [or the undisciplined
rahble whicn the Marathas put into the field of battle. The
Alfghan cavalry was efficient and capable of rapid movement.
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The Marathas had lost many of their horses owing to want of
feod and fodder and tuis hnZl' substantially diminished the siren-
gth ol the army. Abdali’s aviillery was light, while the field
guns of the Marathas were heavy and could not be swiltly carried
from one place to another. Besides, the Alghans had ten thou-
sand camels, carvying two soldiers with Zamburgks which made
the finest artillery of that age in Asia. The equipment of Dur-
vani officery wag hutter than  that of the Muratlins, They were
clad in armour which they used with great efliciency. The
Mavatha officers put on light garments and the rank and file had
nothing but a lein-vlmb, wrapped vound theiy waist.

The Bhaw's plan ol battle was defective.  He did not leave
Panipnt el conld not move away with his lighting muen. He hud
some cepalile olicersbut theywere fnlevior to the Alphans, Fle did
not reccive wholchearted and eager co-operation fom the mem-
bers of the confederacy, None of the [four great leaders had a
capable or distinguished geneval who could inspire the men on
the battle field with hope and confidence. Jankoji was too young;
so was the Peshiwa’s son whe had no experience of warfare, Thore
were severz] other commanders who like Antaji had little influ-
ence with the army to be obeyed promptly without hesitation,
Malhar Holkaywas old and incapable of riding an horseback and
was thus Incapacitated I'or active participation in a fearlul battle.

It was a mistake to give up the guerilla tactics which
they had employed in the past agaimst the Mughals., A pitched
hattle was not z\_xiywnmgenus to thom. General Bhau waited for two
and a half months and we do not know to this day why he made
this delay, He aught to have engaged the Afghan army atonee.
Delay caused a drain on the supplies and the hardship was [elt
by the entive camp, Besides, he made Delhi as his base which
was quite usuless, He took no steps to sufeguarded the cetreat
of his huge army in case of defenat and the vesult of this was that
thousands were killed by the Alghans who followed them cleose
upon their heels. Baffled and broken-hearted, they could find
no place of shelter until they reached Surajmal’s tervitory.

To allow a large number of women and nen-combatants in
the camp was a hlunder and although itwas pointed out by Suraj
mal, his advice was rejected by the Bhau. Their presence caused
much anxiety and inconvenience. Not only did they cauvse drain
on the supply of food, they were sure to be turned into a helpless
and confused crowd in the moment of defeat. These ware the
the miscalculations which marred the brilliant generalship of
Sadashiva Rac Bhau, The French Captain Jean Law who visi-
ted Delhi in 1758 pointed out the chief causes of the dizaster at
Panipat. They were (a) the disorderly condition of the Indian
troops (b) Abdali's better organisation (c) the flight of Holkar
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and Sindhia (d) and the unsuitability of elephants as war-mate-
rial against swifily moving cavalry commanded by well-trained
and disciplined officers.

Myr. Sarcesai who has sympthy for the Mavathas mentions
the following cavses of Marvathas deleat:—

Dhau Sahib and Dattaji did not leave women and non-com-
hatants behind at Bharatpur or Mathura or even at Delhi. Bhau
should not have waited for more then two months. No specific
reasons were given by him [or this delay, The Maratha's stren-
gth was hiy ‘horse’.  "1he nobility and strength of his army was
duc to the horse, and in this contest we may remember the long
marches of Maratha horsemen in the pastin  the plains of nor-
then India which they harricd and plundered lor years and made
visitations which destroyed the crops and impoverished the land.
Mr. Sardesai thinks that the guerilla method was not  likely to
Lring success in an open country.,  Panipat was a wide plain and
the guerillas could not shicld themselves agains their relentless
pursucrs.’  In Mr, Desai’s opinion the battle decided nothing;
nor did it shatter the power of the Marathas. They rose again
and beeame formidablein India and challenged the British
supremacy and their struggle continued till 1818 when they were
finally vaniquished?® at Kirkee and Korygaon.

The Bricish histovians have deseribed the Batle as o disaster
Mr. Elphinstone writes ;

“Never was a defeat more complele and never was there
a calamity that diffused su much consternation.  Griel
and despondency spread  ovey the winle Maraths peo-
ple; most had to mourn relations, and all felt the
destruction of the avmy as a death ldow to their nat-
ional greatness.”

The Cambridge history of India supports this verdiet :

"“Most disastrous of all, perhaps was the fact that it dealt
a fatal blow to the one unifying influence in the
Décean, the prestige of the Peshwas. It is of course
true that the E{amt has, ‘with chatacteristic resiliency,
recovered from what would have been & crushing dis-

I. Sardesai, New History of the Marathas IT, pp. 432-53.

2, It is difficult to accept in toto Mr. Dessai’s account of the
results of the battle, His view is that the disaster decid-
ed nothing (p. 434). Hewwrites that it was like a natural
visitation, dpmtmyfng life, but leading to no decisive
political consequences. Sardesai, New History of the
Marathas. Vol, II (p. 454).
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aster to a less havdy nation.  In August 1763 they won
a brilliant victory over the Nizam at Rikshashbhavan,
The Arab and Hindustani mercenary, te an increasing
degree, replaced the free Maratha of the Peshwa and
paved the way to English interference in Maratha
affairs. Panipat in other words, was the prelude to
Assaye and Kirkee,™

The events that have been described hefore supgest one
melancholy reflection. None of those who took pavt in fighting
thought of India, Nonc was inspired by & national [ecling and
none ever thought of the unity or [reedom of the whole country,
To the Marathas Mahavashtra was India. They had hecome
very powerful but they had done nothing to develop homogenity
among the pecople. Similar was the outlook of the Rajputs. The
Jat chiel who came to fight at Panipat left the field without
taking part in the battle.

In the middle ages gatriutism was confined to a small local-
ity or state. Men like Shiv aji, Maharana Pratap, Durga Das
and Chatrasal had fought [or their own interest. So was itin
the cighteenth Century. The Rajputs, #us, Bundelas and Mara-
thas could not unite even against the effete Dellhi monarchy.

National unity, national freedom and national patriotism
were not understood in their modern connotations. Perhaps the
age was not ripe forsuch ideas. Religionwas acompelling motive
but even this had lost its force. Even among the Marathas the
feeling had died out after Shivaji. Their leaders overran the
country and plundered the inhabitants, As Mr. Keene writes;
‘the pax Marathica was based upon the principle, *Take pay or
not ruling”.

The leaders of the 18th century lacked foresight, Even from
the debacle at Panipat they did not learn a lesson. In South
India fight for supremacy was going on between the Indian
powers in  which the European trading companies were also
taking part. A revolution had already taken place in Bengal
which led to the overthrow of the Nawabi, The day of reckon-
ing was not far off when all these were going to be swallowed
up by a race coming from 5000 miles across the seas not merely
to earn the profits u% trade but to bring the whole country under
their political sway,

1. Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 425-26,



CHAPTER II

The Europetan Scttlement in India

T he Portuguese, India was known to the Western world from
times immemorial. Her crafts and arts were [amous in Europe
and were carried to the shores of the Black Sea, to the Levant or
to Egypt. Ascarly as the 3rd century B. C. the Indian labrics
were much esteemed in Rome and Pliny complains of the drain
of Roman wealth to the far off Indies, The recognised routes
along which the trade passed were the Oxus, the Euphrates and
the Red Sea. The fourth route round Africa was not yet known.
When the Turks captured Constantinople, thesituation was alte-
redd and the old routes passed into the ds ol a hostile power,
trade was seriously affected and the merchants of Venice and
Genoa keenly felt tke need of a new route to the East, The hon-
our of this discovery fell to the lot of Portugal.

It was Prince Henry the Navigator who opened a new World
to his countrymen, He started a crusade against the Moors who
were driven out of Portugal, He was fired with the passion of
discovering new countries and sent out ships cvery year at his
own cost to discover remoter parts, whercol he had both heard
enquiry of captives taken at Cepta and conceived by his own
study and reason that the Atlantic and Indian Seas had con-
course, the one yeilding passage to the other, or rather being one
continued ocean’. The Prince carried on hi:z quest for twelve
years in the teeth of great difficulties and discovered Jeruselem
and some other places. His spirit lived after his death and his
example was followed by his countrymen. In 1487 Bertholomew
Diaz discovered the famous Cape to which King John gave the
name of the ‘Cape of Good Hope'.

The Dutch were the first to break the trade monopoly of the
Portuguese, They were moved by commercial ambition no less
than by religious hatred and by their determined opposition to
the policy of Philip of Spain in Ewmope. They first reched India
in 1596 and their food supply depended upon maritime trade,
they regarded eastern trade as a national concern and did every
thing to promote it. The Dutch Company was a national organ-
isation having at its disposal enormous resources and excessively
the rights of soverignty over a large tract of land. Besides the
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spivit of freedom and adventure which animated the Dutch

mpany helped them greatly in their Indian enterprise. In
1605 they eaptured Amboyna and gradually ousted the Portugucese
from the spice islands. They laid scige to Goa in 1639 and
caplured Malacca two years later. In 1658 Ceylon came inlo
their hands and by 1664 they had suceceded in capturing most
of the Portuguese scttléments on the Malabar Coast.

The Portuguese resisted also the English advance into India
and there was an conflict between the two nations,  When
the English entered into u treaty with the Shah of Pevsia in 1622
and eapturcd Ormug, the fear of Portugnl was comsiderably
minimised. By the Treaty of Madrid in 1630 the two countrics
had to give up hostilities in the Bast. The position was much
improved by the commercial convention signed at Goa between
the English and the Portuguese in 1634 which regulated com-
mercial relations between them,  Another treaty in 1661 sccurd
Bombay for the English by the marrdage of Chbarles II with
Catherine ol Braganza and friendly relations were established
between the two countries,

The causcs of Portuguese [ailure in India may be Leicly
summed up. They adopted the wrong policy of canrying on
trade by Government officials whe were never sineere snd who
cared more for their own profits and comforts. Ever since the
Portuguese came Lo this they were hostile to the Muslims and
showed thelr aggressive veligious zeal in dealing with them,
Their desive for conversion and marpage with Indian women
degraded them, and created many encmies for them, The an-
nexation of their kingdom to Spain in 1580 scrtously affected
their position and the discovery of Brazil diverted their encrgics
to the west. Besides these causes there was the hostility of the
Protestant powers in Europe. FHolland and England were the
bitterest foes of Spain in the sixteenth century and did every-
thing in their power to destroy the Portuguese supremacy in
India,

A serious mistake made by the Portugucse was their attempt
at colonisation in a tropical country like India. This led lo
their moral and physical decline and the numerous hall-castes
who came into existence as the result of mixed marriages were
utterly devoid of wvirtue or public spivit. This degeneracy pro-
ceeded apace in the seventeenth century, Parson Terry wrote
in 1616 that the Portuguese of a mixed descent were a very low
and poor spirited people. He is confirmed by Fryer who wrote
in 1681 that they had fogotten their pristine viveue and lacked
courage. Peitro della Valle who visited Goa in 1623 speaks of
the poverty of the Portuguese and says that they lived wretched
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lives. 'Thereis ample evidence to show that the ll'm'tugunsc
were i a miserable condition and it was this that prepared the
way for the Dutch and the English. A modern writer thus sums
up the causes of Poriuguese failure in India :

“I'he primary cause of their fall was, ol couse, their [ail-
ure to maintain their power on the sea. 'The union
of the Spanish and Portuguesc involved the latter
wation in the defat of the Armada, and the (ot of the
Portuguese Hmpive in the Bast was decided by that
encounter. Just as the fate of the French in India was
decided by the batle of the Nile, Bul other causis
were at work which made degencration inevitalle
There were no permanent elements in the great faliic
erected by Da Gama and Albuguerque. 'The Portu-
gruede came (o India not as merehunts or colonists, but
as crusaders.  This led them to commit aets of cruclly
which made them detested by the inhabitants of the
country, Da Gama's followers thought nothing of
stuifing an Arab merchant’s mouth with dirt and [aste-
ning it up with a slice of pork, or cutting off the cars
of a Brahmin spy and sewingdog’s earsto his head. The
magsacre, mutilation and torture of captives was the
rule rather than the exception. The harrors of the
Inqusition were afterwards added 1o the brutalities of
[oreible conversion, and were applied even to the Nest-
orian christians. Temples: were plundered as a relig-
ious duty. The sacred tooth of the Buddha, revered
by millions in Ceylon, Burma and Siam, was pounded
in a mortar and hurled into the sea. Thus only adv-
erse winds which saved Albuquerque [rom attempting
a raid upon Medina with the object of holding up the
hody of the prophet to ransom in exchange for the
Holy Sepulchure, It is difficult even to imagine the
cifver of such an entcrprise i the Muslim world.
Itis true that after 1570 thcu'%om'tugucsc secured the
patronage of the Mughal Court...... At Goa and throu-
ghout Portuguese India corruption and scnility were
widespread, for the portugucse, too proud to earn
money honestly by rrade, were driven to make by less
honnurable means.”t

. The Duteh. Inthe beginning the Dutch and the English were
friends and their chicl aim was to dvive out the Portguese. But
soon hostilities sprang up between the two on account of the
wawering policy of the first two stwarts and the jealousies

l. Rawlinson, pp. 14-13.
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caused by commerce. The Dutch lorced the English Company
to withdraw [rom the Spice Islands and thus deprived them of
a most Iucrative trade. This rivalry developed into a fierce
struggle in the seventcenth century in the Indian water. The
Engi'xah defended Polu Run one ‘;?'thc Bnnda islands for four
years (161-20) against the attacks of the Dutch, At last a treaty
was arranged belween the two countries by which mutual resti-
tution was agreed upon. But it lasted only for twenty months
and was little regarded by the Dutch in the t Indies where
commercial warfare raged fercely and the points of conllict
multiplied with astonishing vapidity. Matters veached the elimax
when in 1628 came the news of the English at Awhoyna by the
Dutch. The cause of the tragedy was the suspicion of the Dutch
Governor of Amboyna, Nan gcuult that a conspiracy was formed
by the English against Towerson along with others. There was
no prool of the conspiracy but the Governor thought that a plot
was contrived to capture the Fort. The protests of the victims
that they were innocent were I.Lujmedndp and they were put to
death, The mansacre was the doing of a subordinate Dutch
official but fthe calculated atrocity of the deed inflamed the
wrath of the Bnglish and kindled animosities which later on led
to war between the two countries,

The Stuarts did nothing to exnct repavations from the Duteh
but Comwell took up & strong attitude and tried to protect the
interests of the English Company, The matter was referred to
Commissioners by the Treaty of {V(:Sliﬂﬂﬂi!-lﬂr in 1854 who res-
tored Polu Runto the English and recommended a sum of
£ 85000 as indemnity to the Company and a compensation
allowance [or the heirs of those wlljm ad lost their lives ut
Amboyna.

The numerous commitments of the Dutch on the continecut
of Europe brought about their failure. But the chicl cause was
the close connection of the Company with the Government,
The Company was guided by the officers of the state who had
cnough of other business on their hands to keep them occupied.
They had no time to look to the affairs of the Company and con-
sequently its interests suffered by neglect.

Holland was engaged in long and unending wars with Eng-
land and France, the effect of which was to seriously to weaken
her position. When the peace of Ryswick was made (1697},
Holland was in an exhausted state and her resources were mater-
ially reduced. Infact the French and the Duteh had disabled
themselves b ﬁghtilag against cach other and preparved the way
for the mezl and wﬁnpmmt of the East India Company of
the English. Henceforward the English Company began to draw

-
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slowly but continuously to the foremost place in Asiatic conquest
and commerce.

The Spice Islands remained in possession of the Dutch.
Though the English continued®to press their claims to Pulo Run
and established a factory at Bantam, they never made any serious
attempt to establish their influence in space the Malays Arche-
pelego till the beginning of the nineteenth century.

Ovrigin of the East India Company

We learn [rom the Anglo-saxon chronicle that the first Eng-
lishman to visit India was Sighe/m in 883 A. D, He was sent to
St. Thoma's shrine by King Alfred in persuance of, a vow that
the latter had made when London was beseiged by the Dangs.
Nearly five centuries later Sir Joln Mandeville visited the Mala-
bar Coast but it was not until the sixtecnth contury that any
serious attempt was made to explore the East Indies. The dis-
coveries made by Spain and Portugal fired the imagination of the
English and as early as 1511 a petition was presented to Hemry
VIII which says ;

“The Indies fve discovered and vast treasurcs are brought
from there everyday, Let us therefore lend our endes
vours thitherwards; and ifthe Spaniards suffer us not
to join unto them, there will be region enough for all
to cnjoy.”

But the Pope's famous award stood in the way and England
had to confine her efforts to the discovering of another route
through the Arctic Ocean. The interest in India continued to
grow and in the latter part of the sixteenth century she was
visited by another Englishman PFather Thomas Stevens who
stayed in the country and sent valuable information to his rela-
tives and {riends about India. He learned the Maratha langu-
age, it is said, and felta great admiration for it. He described
itif thus :

“Like a jewel among pebbles, like a sapphire among jewels,
is the excellence of the Maratha tounge. Like the
jasmine among blossoms, the musk among perfumes the
peacock among birds, the Zodiac among stars, is Mar-
athi among languages,”

The interest aroused in England by Steven's letters resulted
in an expedition to the Indics sent by :f::. merchants of London.
The leader of the party that was sent oul was John Newbury, a
ood Arabie Scholar who had been to the East before and with
irn were associated Rall Fitch a London merchant, William
Leeds, a jeweller, and James Story, a painter. They were well

¢
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received at Goa though they had [eard a bad treatment. They
carried a letter for the Mughal Emperor Akbar from Elizabeth,
asking for generous treatment of her subjects. They journeyed to
Aﬁ*ﬂ. amidst great difficultics and from there went to Fatehpur
Sikyi and were very muech struck by the commereial possibilities
of the country. They stayed at Sikei till September 1585, Will-
iam Leeds entered the service of the Gueat Mughal while New-
bury and Fitel lelt the comntry. Titeh reached England in April
1591, Thiy was the firat regular expedition to India [fitted out
by Lendon merchants and the information swplpl[cd by the pione-
ers of the Indian expedition prepared the way lor the foundation
of the East India Company,

Foundation of the East India Company.

It will be remembered that in the middle of the sixteenth
gentury the Cathlic reaction was in [ull Mﬂ% in Europe.
England as a Protestant country had to bear the brunt of the
opposition of Spain which was at this time the acknowledged
champion of the Counter-Reformation.  Philip II of Spain had
greal designs upon England, He fitted out the Armada to des-
troy England but it was defeated in 1588 and the country came
out of this war victorious and powerful. The English mer-
chants whose curiosity had been excited by the accounts of the
Bast Indies felt a strong desire to renew their attempls
to go to India by the Caperoute. In 1590 John Davis set out .
on an expedition but he could get no further than Medeira,
A year latter Captain Lancaster after an adventurous carcer in
the Arabian Seat urned homewards but being without charls and
maps he lost his way and rcached Trinidad. Some of (he
party were destroyed herc and the others were rescued by a
French vessel and reached home in 1594, In 1596 another [leet
was sent on by Sir Robert Dudley with a letter from Elizabeth
to the Emperor of China but it was never heard of again. It was
probably destroyed by the Portuguese.

The death of Philip 1I in 1598 made peace possible between
England and Spain and [acilitated matters. In 1599 some
London merchants presented a petition to the Privy Council
asking for permission to trade with the BEast Indies cspecially
with such ki ms anddominions as werenot subjectto the King
of spain and Portugal. The Privy Council gave careful attent
ion to this matter and it was not until December 31, 1600 that a
Charter was granted by Queen Elizabeth for the discovery of
the trade for the East Indies. Efforts were mdde to subscribe
capital and £68,323 were collected and a flect of four ships was
fitted ont with Captain James Lancaster as the leader of toc
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expedition, The Company was formed and was incorporated
by the name of ‘the Governor and Company of merchants of
London trading into the East Indies.’

Career of the Company

The [oundation of the East India Companyis a landmark
in the history of the British Empive. None of these carly
adventurers could have foreseen that one day the step which they
were taking was to place in the possession of their countymen
a wonderful Empire in the Orient, The task which they had
set to themselves was indeed full of risks but they persevered in
their attempts. The position of the lish Company was better
than that of the other companies. The Portuguese and the
Dutch Companiecs were backed by their respective Governments
whereas theEnglish Companyowed its origin to private initiative
and depended for its preper guidance upon the energy and vigour
of the meveantile classes.  James Lancaster reached Achin in
Sumatra and establised a factory at Bantam., But the real
objective was the Indian mainland and a second expedition was
sent under John Mildenhall with a letter for Akber. He went
I:g the overland route through Persia and reached Lahore in
1603, Hec was much hampered by the Portugucse in mmi;ls
trade facilitics for his country and they employed every ki
of artifice to thwart his mission. But Mildenhall did not give
way to despair and learning Persian in a  short time he began (o
coverse with the Empeoror without an interpreter. Ak bar passed
orders that the privileges asked for should be granted but we do
not find that a firman was actually granted. ng employers were
displeased and it appears that they terminated  his services, He
went to Agra where he died in 1601.

The Company planned a fresh voyage. This was more
successful. It was Icg by Willium Hawkins who reached Surat
in 1608 and was well received by the authorities. He went to
Jehangir's Court at Agra and beeame a favourite. By drinking
hard and telling the stories of his travels, hec won the favour of
the King who provided him with an Armenian wife to cook his
food, and offered him a pension of £ 3,200 a year and a mansab
if he stayed in India, and gave him the title of ‘Inglish Khan".
But soon Hawkins fell out of favour owing to the intrigues of
the nobles and the Portuguese. The viceroy of Goa told the
Emperor that he would soon lose his harbours and his tradeif
he allowed a foot-hold to the English in the country. He stayed
in India till 1612 when heleft for home in an English ship.
Hawkins' mission failed as he did not succced in gotting any
kind of firman, Butas a modern writer says he had thoroughly
explored the resources of the Mughal Empire of which he wrote

23746k
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a very able account and had investipated the possibilities of
Surat as a site of a factory.!

In 1609 Sir Henry Middleton had started for the Indies at
the head of an expedition and was asked (o go to Surat to make
effork to establish a lactory and obtain the privilige of Free
trade. He also failed in his mission and on his way to Bentam
his ship was destroyed In the Javanese. Middlcton lost heart
and it 1% said died “most of heartsore™.

The year 1612 in  which Hawkins lefl for England marks
an important stnge in the carcer of  the English Company, e
was followed by another Englislunan, Gaptain Thomas Best, who
on reaching India, was very mueh hampered in his progress by
the Portuguese, They boasted that they would force llm%inglth
sailors to yield in an hour. Best prepared fo meet them and
defeated them off Bwailly in a naval engagement. He lost three
spilors in action, while the Portuguese casualtics were very heavy
indeed, Although Best won a victory, he saw the difficultics
whicl the Cbxl?:an wag cortain o meet at the hands of the
Portugucse. ¢ felt inclined to abandon Surat altogether but
he was dissuaded [rom deing so by Thomas Aldwortl who was
left incharge of the factory along with a few others. Aldworth
went to Agra but because of Jerome Xavier he could not male
much headway at Court. He went back to Surat and maintained
the factory in spite of the heavy odds against him and declared
Surat to be ‘the only key to open all the rich and best trade of
the Indies’. Soon agencies were established at Alomadabad, Dur-
hanpur, Ajmer and Agra.

The Company’s affairs cidnotgowell forsometime at the Mu-
ghal Court. Thoroughly disgusted with them, Jehangir had turn-
ed to the Portuguese, and the English factors were illltreated by
the Muﬂal officers. There was a talk of making over Burat to
Prince Khurramwho wasnot well disposed towards the English.A
treaty was actually being negotiated with the Portugucse at Goa
with a view to expeiling the English from Surat and to driving
themcompletely outof the country. The hostilityof the Dutch who
threatened them with expulsion from the Malay Archepelego
added to their difficultics. In this awkward situation they pressed
upon the Home Government the need for sending a suitable
ambassador to the Court of Agra. James I agreed atonec and
Thomas Roe was sent as the official agent el the British Nation to
make a permanant treaty with the Mughal Emperor and to seek his
Pm'mis:iun to open factories on the coast and other places on the

ndian mainland. How careful the Company was at this time is
evidenced by the agreement inte which she entered with her own
representative,  He was his Majesty’s.ambassador to the Great
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Mughal for securing better trade facilities in his dominions. He
was asked not to engage in trade on  his own account direetly or
indircetly and was to inform the Company il any of her servants
broke the rule, He was not allowed to interfere in the work of
the local factories and to ask for an advance of more than 100.
The Company agreed to give him £ 600 per annum, half of which
was to be invested in her stock and the rest was intended (o
defray his expenses.  He was given full power to treat with the
Mughal Emperor and in the event of  failure lic was to explore
the Red Sea or any other place suitable for any commerce, Ex-
perience suggested enution and Sir Thomas Roe was warned not
to fight with Spain or any other nation that was at peace with
the English, He was privately instructed by asking ‘to  be carc-
ful of the preservation of our honour and dignity' and to do his
best to further the Company's intcrests in a manner consistent
with the instructions given to him, He was lurther asked to
remove the bad impression which the Portuguese had created
in the Indian mind aboul the English and to acquaint the people
with *our power and strength at sca, which giveth Us not only
reputation and authority awmong the greatest princes of Christen-
dom, but maketh Us even & terror o all other nations.'

With these instructions Roe sailed in February 1615 and
landed at Swally Hole towards the close of September but he was
not well received by the Mughal officer Zulfiqgar Khan who
wanted (o search him and his guards. Roc refusedto submit to
this insulting treatment and atonce procceded to Agra to acqua-
int the Emperor in person with the state of affairs. He met
Jehangir at Ajmer, travelled with him to Mandu and Ahmadabad
and remained three years at Court, endeavouring to secure fivou-
rable terms for his country. At the Imperial Court was a part
lieaded by Prinee Khurtam whe [avoured the Portuguese ang
wished to drive the Buglish away from Surat. Roe drafted a
treaty to which the Prince whose Portuguese sympathics were well
kuovwn objected and asked Jehangiv why he favoured the English
whose presents were mean and posr.  The Emperor did  not sign
the treaty and authorised the Prince to grant a firman for permit-
ting the English to trade in pzace at Surat. The Great Mughal
could not treat the kingof England as his equal and all that
could be obtained wasa few concessions and fivmans. In the
letters that Roe wrote to the Company at home, he indicated the
policy which they were to follow., He regarded Surat as.a suit.
able port but was not in favour of building a fort there or keep-
ing a militia, ‘A war and traffic are incompatible’ he wrote, and
the Dutch and the Portuguese had ruined themselves by
following this policy. He suggested that the Company should
restrice itself to trade and entirely give up the idea of fighting
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with anynation, In hisview a forward policy at sea was fraught
with great advantages and a blockade of Goa was likaly to be
very efficacious in erippling the power of the Portuguese.

Roe continued his efforts to get as much as he could. Thr-
ough the good offices of Asaf Khan, Nurjehan’s brother to whom
the English Ambassador sold a famous pearl, he obtained from
the Emperor a firman far more favourable than the one reccived
previously, By this Mree trade was allowed and the factories were
to live under their laws and religion, and the government of Surat
was ordered to protect the lives and goods of the English mer-
chants,

Roe's embassy marks a deflinite stage in the tlcw?lc:{)mrm: ol
the Bast India Company. Hencelorward they weretreated well and
trade intcrests were carcfully guarded. The most important part
of his work was the suggestion of the policy regarding the internal
affairs which was carefully followed for several years, a policy
was to be unaggressive and wholly mercantile. Roe render-
ed indeed valuable services to the Company, and he could justly
claim ‘my sincerity toward you in actions is without spol; my
neglect of private gains is without example, and my [rugality
beyond your expectation.” (1),

Raoe left for land early in 1619 leaving the Bnglish fie-
tory in the hands of Kerridge, who now become the President.
The Portuguese had not yet withdrawn from the field; they fought
a battle with the English in 1630 and steadily lost their ground
under the pressure of Duteh atiacks. Surat now became the
Company’s chicl scttlement and by 1643 the English established
themselves on the ecast coast at Masulipatam and olitained from
the local Hindu chiel to build a factory which was called St
George, 230 miles south of Masulipatam. Round this factory
F-a.c_lunllv grew up the town of Madeas where also came to dwell

ndian merchants and artisans, Up the Hoogly also a settlement
was established for purposes of trade with Bengal. At the Mugh-
al Court the Company’s position improvad through the cfforts of
Dr, Boughton, a surgeon in the East India Company's service,
who treated the Emperor and was appointed the ro Ph}rsiuian.
They were now trading [rom the Persian Gulf to the borders of
China and as the commercial operations of the Dutch and the
English covered the same field, the two often came into a conflict
with each other, The advantage in this struggle lay with the
Dutch for the English Company’s position was adversely affected
by the war between the king and the Parliament. They suffered
much at the hands of the Dutch at this time ond in the old records

1. Embassy p. 345.
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we read of the ‘intolerable injuries; cruelty, insolvency and cunn-
ing, circumventing projects of the Dutch in the East Indies. The
Dutch Company received much help from the Home government
and fully prepared itself to drive alilFDmign rivals from the field.

As has been said before; the English Company's trade was
much hampered by the attitude of the government at home.
Charles I acting acbitvarily granted leave of trade to certain
favourites, thus ereating a competition which did much harm to
the Company's intercsts A protest was made but in vain, In 1657
Cromwell wished to break the monopoly of the Company’s trade
but when they expressed their intention to retire from the Indian
field the Government paid attention to their grievences, A
chavter was granted in 16537 by which the constitution of the
Company was recoghised and it passed from its mediacval to its
modern basis.,” Peace was also made with the Dutch who agreed to
componsate the English for the massaere of Amboyna and to
accept the English position on the Indian Coast.

With the restoration in 1660 the fortunes of the Compan
Liegan to improve, Charles 1T granted them a new charter in 166
giving them right to coin money build fortifications, administer
justice, punish interlopers and make peace and war with non-
christian states. When the king married the Portuguese Princess
Catherine of Braganza, she hrought with her as dowery the town
of Bombay which afterwards grew into the capital of the Western
possessionsof the Company. Its harbour proved extremely useful
and Bombay developed into & flourshing centreol trade and
lecame the chief settlement on the western coast.

The position of England in Europe in the last quarter of the
seventecnth century greatly helped the progress of the East India
Company. Spain and Portugal had gone the the background.
England, France and Helland entered the lists for eommercial
supramacy but in the long war that followed the French and the
Dutch established their strength and prepared the way for the
rapid advancement of the English who, as Alfred Lyallsays, began
to draw slowly but to the foremost place in Asiatic conquest and
commeree.

The Company’s position may be summed up as follows.
The walue from the imports from Bengal rose and the Company
made cnormous profits. In 1685 Bombay became their chief
scat of power and in 1687 the chief Bengal agency was removed
from Hoogly to Calcutta. Madras had become the chiel seat of
the East Cgc:ast. The Company was liberally helped by Charles
IT and James IT who granted charters which greatly strenthened
its position. This encouraged the Company to assume the role
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of a sell-governing Lody, having right to coin money and
collect taxes. It employed also a local militia to defend itsell
against aggression, European or Indian. It was this changed
policy which ultimately led the promoters of triude scttlements
to a political dominion. This policy recvived support from
the weakness of the Mughal Empirc.

Stiute of Affairs in India and their effects om the Com-
pany

Although the Company’s posilion at liome had consdderably
improved, she was in serious  dilliculties in Dndin.  'The auth-
ority of the Mughal Empive wis rapidly declining, and the pro-
vineial governm s were defying the eenteal powers.  Phie Marva ha
chicf Shivaji had built up a kingdom [or himsell'in the teeth of
Mughal opposition. In 1664 he had sacked Surat where the
English factory was hravely delended by Sir George Oxenden,
the president. The Mughal armies found (hemsclves power-
less against the guerilla warfare and an  unsuceessful fight raged
Ietween the Mughals and the Marathas for twenty-five years
in the Decean.,  Aurangzeb destroyed the kingdoms of Goleunda
and Bijapur which had hitherto served as hreakwaters against
the flood tide of the Maratha conquest,  Disorder and anarchy
followed Lthe collapse of administration and the situation is thus
clearly summed up by Sir Alfved Lyall :

#“The dislocation of the native administration led to the
consolidation of the foregin settlements, since the Com-
panics were compelled for their sell-preservation to
act upon this nprurttmity o taking up a more inde-
pendent position in the country,  The relaxation of the
supreme legitimate authority loosenced its holed of the
more distant governorships, and with local irresposi-
hility came local oppression,  The merchants became
exposcd to irregular extortion and capricious ransom-
ing by subordinate officials who could give them
no valid guarantee or regular safcguard; while their
immunities and privileges even when obtained at the
capital [rom the Emperor’s ministers were ofien dis-
regarded with impunity at the sea-ports."?

The English traders were ill-treated by the Nawabs of Bengal
and Job Charnock wrote in 1678 that the kingdom was in a mis-
erable condition. The Company found it necessary to revise
its policy and impressed upon their agents in India the necessity
of establishing a civil and military force hacked by revenue

. Rise of British Domintion in Tundia p. 40.
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renources which ‘may be the foundation of a large, well guarded
English dominion in India for all time to come’. This policy
is usually associated with Sir Josia and Sir John Child who have
been erroncously described as brothers in many histories.

The pious Aurangzeb was perturbed by these developments
auwd at last agreed to make peace in 1690. He imposed his own
terms on the traders when he had brought them to their knees
and punished cffectively for their overbearing conduct, He
agreed to renew the Jeave [or trade on the condition of the pay-
ment of fine of £ 17000 provided that the Company promised to
behave themsclves for the future no morc in such a shameful
manner and Child who had suggested this policy should be dis-
missed from the Company’s service and cxpelled from India.
Sir John Child was saved [rown this disgrace by his timely death
a little eavlicr,

The English suffered a lot of humiliation but there was one
great advantage which they gained. Job Charnock had attempt-
ed twice to establish a scttlement ‘on the sitc of Calcutta but
each time he had failed. Now in 1690 he succeeded and gradu-
ally a large town grew on the site selected by him., It wasa
valuable site hesides commanding a navigable area of 600 miles.

The Company had “the power tobottle up French and Dutch
Commerce inBengal, aswellas the Moghul out-let fromthe northen
India to the sca’. It enabled the English to defend themselves
against Maratha aggression, Chamock died in 1693 and was buri-
ed in the city the site of which was chosen by him. Three years
afier the company obtained from the Mughal viceroy permission
to fortify the settlement and in 1730 Fort William became
the scat of the Presidency of Bengal a sepavate Presidency. Called
the Presidencyol Fori William afterthe reinging Emperor restorad
the privileges of the Company, Auranzeb died in 1707 and was
succgeded by Emperor Bahadur Shah who allowed the Company
to enjoy the Privilges which had been granted by his predecesses,
Efforts wore made to congolidate the position of the Company
and it looked forward to an era of progress and prosperity,

The Company had now acquired the status of a Zamindar in
the Mughal Empire by purchasing three villages in the vicinily
of Fort William, one of which 'was Kolikatta from which Clalcutta
derives its name. The Company paid revenue to the Empire
and the latter recognised its position. In 1715 the Company
sent an Embassfy to the Great Mughal for the redress of their
grievances, One of them was Mr, Hamilton, a surgeon, who
soon won the good will of the Emperor by curing him of the dang-
crous disease he was suffering from. The Mughal Court was
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a scene of corruption, profligacy and incompetence and the Embassy
a realised that any privilege which the Company could obtain
will have to be maintained by its own strength for the Mughal
Emperer? had Iost all power to enforce his deeres, The rosults of
the Embassy’s efforts were important,  "The Company got permis-
sion to purchase thirty-seven more villages in the neighbourhood
and this added 1o her strengthas atevvitorial power, She obtained
a firm foothold in Beupal and could not be easily ousted from the
place she had occupied.

The New Company ereated by the Commons

The huge prolits made by the East India Company ereated
jealousy in England and many people began o question the mon-
apoly enjoyed Dy the East Tndian merchants. The interlopers
were most emphatie in declwing that the Company’s privileges
were unlawful and its monapoly illegal. Some m-gwr:d1 that the
Company went to war unnccessarily with the Mughals which
resulted in the loss of prestige and ohjected to foreign trade which
involved the country in tremendous responsibilitics and led to the
export of bullion. Another group offered opposition to the joint
stock theory and found fault with the exelusive charter of the
(_‘l‘urnpmz{ and urged its dissolution, They criticised Sir Josia
Child's dictatorship in the affairs of the Company and pointed to
its unwholesome influence as the pround for drastic action.  Such
was the opposition offered to the policy and methods of the
Company. But Sir Josia Child, who happencd to be the chair-
man of the Board of Directors was a masterful personality; he
succecded by bribing and like means in enlisting the Taveur of
the Court and the Company’s opponents were prevented from
doing anything to injure its interests  After the revolution of
1688 the days of the Court were over and the Company had to
deal with the Parlinment, A new Company was lormed in 1698
when Montague, Chancellor of the Exchequer, in sore nred for
money, passed an Act granting a royal charter to the company,
who promised to lend a large sum to the government. As soon
as the now Company entered the field, abitter struggle ensued
betweenthe two organsations, Each wanted to ruin the other; cach
had to win the favour of the Mughal; each gave out that it alone
enjoyed the favour of the Government at home. This unedifying

1. The Embassy addressed the Mughal Emperor as ‘absolute
Monarch and prop of the Universe' to which the Governor
of Fort Willum replid inhis own wards, but’ as to smallest
particle ol sand ‘unto his forchead, at command, rubbed
on the ground’. In realitythe Emperor was a mere roif-
aineant, a tool in the hands of his ministers,
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quarrel was taken advantage of by provincial governors in India
who frequently made gain for themselves by taking bribes imparti-
ally from both. Trade was compietely disorganised by this
rivalry and ultimately when the f{:ﬁlity of running two com-
panies became clear to Parliament, an Act was passed in 1702
thrnuih Godolphin’s cfforts amalgamating the two companies.
Still the work of the United Company was hampered by the jeal-
ousy of its servants in India. The New Company sent Sir Will-
iam Norrls to the Moghul Court but the BEmperor who was
much distracted by the pratical activities of the Englith, refused
to grant a firman or privileges. It was not until 1708 that all
these differences were scttled, by Godolphin's award and an act
of Parliament was passed by which the old Company was finally
and completely amalgamated with the New Company under the
name of the United Bast India Company. It was a momentous
deeision. Tt brought about the flow otP immense capital, enterprise
and energy into the hands of a single body which could look for-
ward lo a course of great growth and expansion. The Company's
resources were considerably inereased and hencelorward it began
to acquirve tervitorial possession. Sir Willium Hunter rightly
observes :

“Hence forward there was to be no retrograde step.  Tho-
ugh they knew it not, and though the goal was far
distant the English in India had definitely entered
upon the course, which in its latter end, was to merge
into the overlordship of the peoples of Hindustan from
Cape Commorin to the Himalayas,™

It was this Company officially called, the ‘United Cormpan
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indics’ which
administercd the affairs of India, applied for the renewal ofits
charter from time to time, down to the Mutiny, and gradually
became a sovereign power and supplanted the Mughal Empire.
It was a most wonderful achievement for a trading company to
have brought a large continent under its sway by giving a short
shrift to one Indian potentate after another. The disunion of
the Indians had led to this result. In 1858 it was found that the
Company had become an anachronism and its privileges and
powers were transferred to the Crown.

Growth of settlements

The rapid decline of the Mughal Empire and the cessation
of its political authority in the provinces led the Company to
increase its mighty strength. It was now a large corporation

1. History of British India T pp. 383.-84.
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with plenty of temporal influence and was well supported in
England. But she was soon eonfronted with a new rival in the
Ostend Company started by the Austrian emperor in 1717, This
Company received a charter in December 1722 though it was
not made public till Augnst 1723, Its capital was quickly subs-
crilied and the value of the shares went up by 12 or 15 per cent.
But soon strong apposiiion was offered by the European powers
the Finglish, French and (he Dutch who enteved into n treaty nnd
dennunced the Ostond Clompany, It was a powerlul enalition
against the Ostend Company and it eontinnance hecame a ques-
tion of Ruropean politics about which nations et most strongly.
The emperor was asketl to wind up the Company nod anxious us
he was to secure the assent of the powers to the pragmatic sanes
tion by which he wanted to pass the Austrian possesions o his
daughter Maria Theresn, he suspended the privileges of the
company for seven years and entered into o treatywith Great Bri-
tain in March 1731 by which he agreed to suppress the eompany
altogether. The company had established rwo scttlements one at
parki Dalar on the Hugli and the other at Corelong near Mad.
ras. The English merchants in Bengal determinedto destroy the
settlement en the Fugli and in 1733 the Presideney ineited the
Nawab of Bengal to invade the factory. The parrison offered
a stubbarn resistance but it was overpowereed.  'The other settle-
ment Jingered a few years and it was not till 1793 that an end
was pul ta the legal existonce of the company.

Tl three Presidencies. The Dbreak-town of Imperial antho-
vity erealed a serious situation in the cityand English scttlements
were scriously affected. Hengal continued peaceful and pros-

rous under its Nawabs Murshid Quli Khant, Shujat Khan and
Alivardi Khan, Alivardi Khan (1741-50 was a capable man
who, although he knew the danger, weated the English well and
kept on friendly terms with them. The eommerce of Bengal
thrived and round the factory grew up the city of Caleutta the
population of which in 1735 was cstimated ac 1,00,000.

In Bombay the English were in a difficul! pesition. Ne-
where the effects of the weakening of the Mughal empire lelt
more than in this part of the country, The power of the house
of Shivaji had passed into the hands of the Brahman Peshwas
who established themsclves as a dynasty with large designs and
ambitions. The Maratha pirate Kasshoji Angria raided the
scas and Mughal shipping at first but later started his predatory
activities to the English ships also. Angria died in 1729 and
his sons lollowed his example. Bombay continued to suffer at
the hands of these corsaivs and tried to meet the danger boldly
by allying itsell with S8idi, the Moghul admiral, against the
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Marathas and matters did not improve until a treaty was made
with the Peshwa in 1739,

Aurangzeb, long campaigns in the Deccan had caused
disorder andanarchy. The extinction of the kingdoms of Golkunda
and Bijapur and the exhaustion of the Imperial resources In
war against the Marathas together with the constant discontent
in the army and the dislocation of finance aggravated the form
of disorderd and when Aurangzeb died in 1707, the Moghul
authority ceased o exist in Sonthern India. Asafjah Nizamul
Mulk became Subadar of the Deccan and a scramble ensued
between the Marathas and the Nizam-Both had great ambi-
tions, ‘The English kept their friendly relations with the Nizam
by sending presents regularly to the ecourt at Haiderabad and
suceceded i keeping themselxes out of these wars. A mow
ower was established in the Carnatic the tract of land bounded
y the Krishua on the north and by Tanjore on the South, The
Nawab of the Carnatic paid homage to Nizamul Mulk as the
representative of the Mughal emperor,  Madras developed pese-
fully while the native powers lought amongst themselves and
possessed the Cloromandal coast besides Madras, Fort St. David,
Caddalore and the factories at Vizgaﬁatam and Masulipatam.
They kept on [viendly terms with the Ruler of the Carnatic and
the Nizam of Haiderabad but about the year 1740 whenihe
Marathas invaded the Carnatic and slew the Nawab, Dost Ali,
the situation became serious.

Dost Ali was succeeded by his son Saldar All who was hos-
tile to Chanda Sahib a son-in-law of Dost Ali, who had estab-
lished his power at Trichnopoly with the help of the Marathas
The Nawal attacked Chands Saheb and compelled him to sure-
render after feelde resistence,  Chanda Sahely became a prisoner
of the Marathas and remained in their custody till 1741, Chanda
Sahch was a great [riend of the I'rench and his  discomfiture and
humiliation was a great loss to them.

Safdar Ali was assasinated soon afterwards and a son. who
was a mere strripling, was placed uponthe throne. He too was
murdered shortly afterwards and the Nizam appointed hisown
nominee Anwaruddin as the Nawab of the matic in 1744,
Such was the condit.on of the Carnatic when the Anglo-French
war broke out in the Deccan.

Administration of the Company, In their administration
the Company followed the example of the Dutch. Each ofthe
three presidencies had a council with one President and twelve
members. Questions of importance were discussed in the weckly
meetings and records were kept in minute books, which were
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sent to the court of Directors to ecnable them to keep watch over
the company's affairs, There were flve grades of service UJ)
apprentices (2) Writers (3) Pactor (4) Junior Merchant (5

Senior Mereluint. The salavies were small and the servants of
the company uscd to eke out their income by cngngini in private
trade, which yiclded good profits.  The salary of a writer in
1674 was £10/- w year. The company did business with the
help of the banins and entered into contracts with the artisans
ard weavers.  As LIinpe sums ol mowey aceumulated in the hands
of the company, it was lound nccessary to employ guards but
they were ot allowed to huild Tovts and 6 was :E.-_ fortification
ol these settlements that brought the teaders into eondlict with the
Indian powers.

Life in an English Factory in the 17th Century.

Very interesting accounts are given of the life lived in the
factory in the 17th century by Europoans themselves and others.
Della Valle, Herbert and Mandels are some of the travellers who
have given us a picture of factory life but fuller and better
accounts are those of Frayer and Brighton who came to Surat in
1673 and 1689 respectively.

The factory was housed in a large solid two storied buildi
with a number of rooms. Some of the rooms on the gro
floor were used as godowns and storve rooms, There was much
hurly burly in the factory andthe banias, brokers, merchants and

the ware-house-keepers all madea ‘mereBilling gate’ The brokers
plied a good trade and often took advantage of the ignorance
of the English factors of the Indian languages. The upper
storey was used [or rvcsidential purposcs., The President was
allotted a set of rooms, The faclory had a large open dining hall
and an oratory or chapel decently embellished so as to render
it both neat and solemn, without the figure of any living creature
in it, for avoiding all oceasion of offence to the Moors, who were
well pleased with the innocence of this worship.

The president’s office was one of considerable importance.
He was usnally sent [rom England and received a salary of
£500[- per annum. He lived in a style befitting his high posi-
tion. The Counsellors and factors drew [£300/- to [100/- per
annum. The surgeon and the chaplain received a salary of £ 50
and £ 100(- per annum respectively, They were all provided
with free board and lodging and allowed to engage in trade on
their account which brought them considerable profits, Fryer
ives interesting details about the trade which was carried on at
Surat. The English merchant depended largely upon his broker
who conducted his trade.
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The life inthe factory was very much like that lived ina
monastery or college or a house of some religious order. There
were all kinds of rules and regulations to guide the couduct
ol the com . Moral laxily was not permitted and Ovington
refers to a vesolution of the company which foibabe all profane
swearing and taking the name, of God in vainly cursed oaths
and all kinds of drunkenncss, intemperance, [(crnication and
uncleaniiness, A library was provided which contained’ all
manncy of improving books’. To saleguard the health of officers
af the company tea was recommended, Ovington writes that
‘the tea pot’ is seldom of the fire. The fasts and feast of
the church were strictly observed and the holidays were celebra-
ted by expedition into the country. A dizsplay of much pomp
and splendouwr accompanicd these excursions and the President
and his men tricd their best to impress the Indians by their
dignity and grandeur. Even the last rites were performed
with great dipnity and we are teld of magnificent structures and
statcly monuments in the Euvopean eemetry at Swrat. Some of
these imitated the statcliness of Mughal mausoleums. The
Indians witnessed the burying of the dead with great interest and
when Sir George Oxenden ‘ﬁ:d the streets. baleonies and tops
of houses were so full as they could stand one by another. Such
was life lived in the Suratfactory and it was by these humble men
who drank and swore and did busines in their quict fashion, were
laid the loundations of the British Indian Empire!

“Surat is now a shadow of its former glory.A busy native
population still throngs the bazars and the narow streets
with their carved w n balconics. But the Tapti has silted
up and only small vesscls can ascend the river, the maritime
trade has passed to Bombay, and swelty road is deserted, save
for occasional country cralt. The Goopi Talao where the
President used  to take the air in solemn state has long since
been drained. The mouldering castle walls frown silently upon
the placid stream which was once the scene of so many gallant
contests, and the pretention tombs, in the deserted graveyard
arc almaost the only relics of the departed greatness of the place "

The general tenour of the life of the Company's servants
continued to be the same in the 18th century also. Drinking
and gambling were common. Private trade was allowed. Slave
labour was employed and the divector’s admonitions were often
disregarded.

The Directors tried to exercise a vigilant control over their
agents in India. That they were not altogether unconcerned

1. Beginnings of Western India in 134-35,
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about the acquisition of tervitovial soveveignty is clear [rom
their despatches.  There is evidence to show that they never lost
sight ol their desire to found a well grounded sure English domi-
niogn in India for all time to come. They asked their oflicers to
be impartial and just in their dealings with the people of India.
They asked them tokeep in mind the lollowing principles in
administering justice.

“Never do an act of arbitray power to hurt anybody, Lot
your determinations be always just, not rigorous hut
mmelining to the meveiful side.  Always try  the cause
never the party. Do not let passion overcolud your
reason.”

Needless to say, these fine maxims were more honoured in
the breach than in the observance.



CHAPTER 111

Anglo French Wars
( 1740-1763 )

The French Settlemants. The British supremacy was not estab-
lished without a hard contest with the Freach, Itis necessary
therefore to trace Dbriefly the history of the French eommercial
enterprise and the ruin of their political ambitions. The frst
Trench company was formed in 1611 to colonise Madagasear, the
object heing the extension of the dominion of France but it did
not uchivve wuch suceess,  Other efforts failed for wanl of finan-
cial support. In 1642 just before his death, Cardinal Richelicu,
the masterful minister who worked for French greatness at
hnme and abread, founded the society de L Orient with exclu-
sive privileges to teade with the East, But even  this did not do
much. A scrious attempt was made in 1664 by Colbert, Chiel

Minister under Louis XIV.

In 1668 a French faclorywas established at Surat and in 1669
another at Musulipatam, A few years later in 1674 the French
agent Francis Martin acquired the village of Pondichery cighty-
five miles South of Madras which afterwards grew into a large city
with 70,000 inhalitants and became the capital of all the French
posstasions in India, In Bengal Chandranagar was first occupied
about 1673 and a factory was built there in 1690-29 on the Hugli
on a piece of land granted by the Nawab., The war between
Holland and France inEurope reacted adverscly on the fortunes of
the East India Company. French occupied St. Thome but
next year the Duteh drove them out of Trincomali and in 1674
capturcd 5t. Thome. Pondichery was captured after a short siege
in 1693 and was not restored until after the Treaty of Ryswick,
The French prestige declined and the factories at  Surat, Bantam
and Masulipatam were deserted,

The company remained in this condition [or nearly twelve
or thirteen years. A fresh impetus was given to its activities
when John Law, the famous Scottish financier, started his sche-
mes in France. The company was absorbed into the larger under-
taking and when Law's system came down with a crash, the
Company survived and was reconstituted as the “Perpetual’
Company of the Indies” and was allowed to enjoy the mono-
poly of the tobacco trade. The position of the pany im-
proved; its dividend increased a number of places came into

5
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its possession, Tn 1725 Mahe on the Malabar coast was acquired
and in 1789 Karikal on the Coromandel Coast, When Dupleix
who was a man of great ability, ujmrg&dand ambition succecded
Dumas in [74]1 as Governor of Pondichery with complete civil
and military authority the history ot the French EKast India
Company cntered on a new cpoch,

Pasition of the tewe Companies. IL was incvitable (hat the two
companics should come into conflict with cach other, But before
describing the actual steuggle between them it will be well o exa-
mine their relative positions, The character of the people and (he
constitution of the Governments ol motler eoimtries wore veflected
in the ergnization and working of the two comprnies, "They work-
eil on different principles and their agents were inspired by dille-
vent motives. The contrast between their positions has been
described with admiralle clavity and precision by Siv Alfred
Lyall (1)

#In France the East India Companywere elosely connected
with the Government; they formed monopolies, recei-
ved treasure grants and subsidics, dealt largely in loans
and lotteries, and being usually decp in the State's debt,
were consequently at the mercy of the Grown. From
the year 1723 their Dirvectors had been appointed by
the King, whose officers exercised such constant control
over the management that as the Company declared
afterwards, the interference of the Government was the
cause of all their misfortuncs, From 1744 they were
constantly borrowing large sums on the sceurity of their
privileges or revenue farms; it was from such revenucs
as these that their dividends were paid, and their stock
artificially maintained, The English Company, on the
other hand, so far from being in debt to their
Government, had the public treasury with large
loans and contributions which amounted in 1750 to
f{_‘ 4,200,000, They were an independent and  powee-
ul corporation, trusting not to the official favour but
the parliamentary influence in transacting business
with the Crown; and as they were lefi to manage their
own affairs, the greater responsbility thrown upon their
chicfs produced in the long run a body of sound
and experienced administrators, guided by long tradition
well-versed in foreign trade, and backed by the over-
flowing capital of a great mercantile community.™

It is clear then that the French Company depended largely
upon officia] help and its Directors and Inspectors wete

1. The Risc of British Dominion in India, ppe 76-77.
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nominated by the Crown, For some time the system worked well
but afeerwards the benumbing influence of Government crushed
all initiative and enterprise and the real interests of the com-
pany ceased to thrive. Pondichery had made much progress
under  Francis Martin  later under Lenior and Dumas. But
Chandranagar was in a neglected state until Dupleix arrival lie did
wuch to further the Company’s interest and a study of records
reveals the faet that during the peaceful mindstry of Cardinal
Fleury the Company's prosperity increased considerably and the
Indian trade viclded substantial profits,. The English Company
was, lhiowever, in a more advantageous position ans though some
writers have said that at the beginning of the war the means and
resourvces of the two were equal, it cannot be said that in
several respects the Englishh Company was superior to the French,

The Scene of Conflict, The scene of conflict between the two
Companies was to be the Carnatic which wes a part o' Asaf Jal's
kingdom in the Deccan,  The Nizam was an imperial officer who
had alter NadirShal's invasion of Hindustan cons olidated his pos-
sessions in theDeccan including the Carnatic® which t:t}l\tiuungcfn
exist as a subordinate rulership. The disorders consequent upon a
disputed succession after Sadat Ullah's death were put down hy
the Nizam but they ledto theweakening of thelocal authority in the
country round the English and French settlements. It was here
that the two natious enteved upon a struggle for power which
uIItiur]nltt.]‘J}' resulted in the expulsion of one of the combatants from
the held.

In the middle of the 18th Century there were three tracts of
the Karnatik, 1. the east coast tevritory between the mouths of
the Krishna gnd the Kaveri in which Aveol was situated 2. the
east coast territory south of the Kaveri in which Trichinopaly
was situated 3. and thar }:&rt af the Karnatik which rested on

tha Decean plateau above the Eastern Ghats,

The First Anglo-French War 1744-48. The war of Austrian
succession in Europe led to open conflict between the two nations.
Early in 1740 La Bourdonnais, who was the Governor of the Isles
of France and Bourbon, formed the attacking the English ship
in India. But the French Government. desired neutrality in
seas and did not sanction the ewpedition. When the war was
declared, La Bourdonnais was asked to take the offensive but he
could not be ready till 1746, Dupleix and La Bourdonnais
planned a joint attack upon Madras and the latte reached Pondi-
chery in the beginning of July 1746 after defeating the English
Commander Peyton who could offer no resistance to Dupleix
and La Bourdonnais but they were soon overcome and the
latter way persuaded in  September to set sail for Madras and
capture the town. Aftera short sicge the English surrendered
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and amon;i' the prisoners captured was Robert Clive, a young
clerk in the Company's service destined to rise afterwards to
a disposition of prominence in Indian politics. Having seized
Madras, La Bourdonnais s ted that the English should be
allowedto ransom their settelement but Dupleix strongly oppos-
cd the proposal, Despite Dupleix’s opposition La Bourdonnais
at last s'}gnutl 4 convention agreeing to release the settelment for
a sum of £ 400,000, This led Lo a bitter guarrel Dhetween the
two and we come across the [ollowing entry in Anand Ranga
Fillai’s diary
The wiys of Eoropeuns who used always to act noundson
have appurently now  become like those of pative
Muhaminadans'”,

La Bowdannais refused to recognize Dupleix’s authority
and openly {louted his orders. Dupleix retalinted by deécluring
him a rebel and by asking the army officers not to obey his
orders. Luckily owing to lad wnatgw La Bourdannais was
driven back to the Isles and his ships were destroyed, Dupleix
seized Madras and organized a large foree Lo vepel the attacks
of the Nawah and the English Company. When the Nawab
laid seige to the town, his lorces were driven back and the
prestige of the French army way established in the Carnatie, This
was not all,  With Madvas seeuwre in his hands, Dupleix declaved
the agreement entered into by La Bourdannais with the English
Company as null and void and carried the English governor and
soldicrs as prisoners to Pondichery whore they adorned a stately

vocession  lield in lonour of the victerious governor., Then

upliex sont a foree Lo attack Fort St. David but it was repulsed
by Stringer Lawrence, one of the most capable and patriotie
officers in the mmpa.rg’s service.  In the meantime, an English
squadron appeared and laid scige to Pondichery. But the place
was so bravely defended that the English had to withdraw with
heavy loss. The place of Aix La Chapplein 1748 brought the
war of the Austrian Succession to a close. The news reached
India in 1749 and peace was made. Madras was restored to the
English in exchange for Louis bourg in North Amevica which was
vestored to the French. The result of the war was the increase
of French prestige and the encouragement to Dupleix's Lold
and audacious designs. He began to take interest in the politics
of the Indian courts and slowly to develop theidea of founding a
French empire on Indian soil.

La Bourdonmais on his return to France was accused of
thwarting the designs of Dupleix and of doing a grave injury to
French interest in India. He was thrown into the Bastille though

1. Vol. II, p. 359.
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he was released after three years.  His quarrel with Dupleix was
much magnified and when public opinion ranged itsell on the
side of the Governor-General, his position became much stronger
and he began to plan excursions into the dangerous region of
Indian politics.

Second Anglo-Fremeh War—Dupleix clearly saw the advantage
of Lis improved position. Ie was litle interested in trade and
cared less for s profits.  He had an inborn eapacity for diplo-
macy and intrigne and was not unwilling to take part in the
disputes ol the Indian princes. He loved pomp and power and
[elt convineed that by confining themselves merely to trade, the
Fremeh will not be able to outstrip their rivals in the race for
sopremacy. The last war had changed tlie character and com-
plexion of the rivalry between the two nations. Each  had
developed an eagerncess, not shown hefore, for war and intrigue.
Each maintained anarmy and sought scope for its employment
in the strageles between the chiefs and princes who were tryi
to profit by the confusion that had heen camsed by the rapi
decline of the Mughal empire. Around them were Nawabs
and Rnjas who were assecting their claim to territories over
which they had no control and unscrupulous adventurers, Hindu
and Muslim, who wished (o carve out principalities for them-
selves.  The temptation to offor succour (o such men was great
indeed, and the TEnglish were the frst to yield to it oy
cipoused the cause of a prinee who had been expelled [rom the
theeme af Tanjore by his brather.  'Though the expedition did
not vesult in much gain lo the English, it was treated as a prece-
dent by Dupleix for interfering in the affaivs of Indian potentates.
The disputed succession to one of the most important principali-
tics in South India furnished an oceasion for such interference.

Agal Jah Nizam-ul-Mulk diod in June 1748 at the ripe old
age of 104, Fle had a number of sons. Inthe absence of his
eldest son Ghazivddin whe lived at Delhi, the throne was claimed
by his second son Nasir Jung who happened to be present at
Aurangabad at the time of his father's Ig:.mtl . But his claim
was contested by Muzaffar Jung, a grandson of the Nizam by a
daughter, who gave out that his grandfather had nominated him
to the throne by a will. The death of the aged Nizam who had
maintained some semblance of order in South India plunged the
whole country into confusion and out of the intrigues, jealousies
and rivalries that accompanied the disputed succession arose the
struﬁglu which is known in history as the war of the Carnatic.
Dupleix welcomed this epportunity of increasing his power. He
promptly offered help to Muzaffar Jung in the hope of ereating
a strong French party at the Nizam's court. At the same time
he extended his help to Chanda Saheb, a scion of the superseded
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family of Nawabs in the Carnatic who was a competitor for
the throne with Anwaruddin, He had been captured by the
Marathas but he was released in 1748 and Dupleix claimed that
his releasc was due to his good offices. Chanda Saheh made
comnmion cause with Muzaffar Jung and helped him in vaising
men and money. Both made a combined attack on Anwaruddin,
the Nawab of the Carnatic, who was anold man of 107, with
the help of French troops, and  defeated and killed him in the
battle of Amber. His brother and clder son were taken priso-
ners and Jis second son Mulwmanad Al ed (o Urichinopoly of
which place he had been appoinied govirnor Ly his I'S'I.I?IF(‘I‘
His cause was espoused by the English,

After the battle of Amber, Carnatic passed into the hands ol
Chanda Saheb and he vewarded the French by granting them
the villages of Villiyanalleur, Valudavur and the scaport of
Masulipatam and the village of Babur was ceded by Muzaflar
Jung who now claimed the Subahdarship of the Deccan, Dupleix
urged upon his, allies the necessity of making a concentrated
attack upon Trichinopoly but they wasted time against Tanjove
-where the Raja held them back and reduced them to inaction
lor thvee months. The English encouraged the Raja in his at-
tempts to beat them off. The French had informed llﬁm that he
could receive help  from Nasir rh,mgj, the rightful claimant (o
the Mizamship. They sent a force to help Muhammad Ali
and warncd ?rnair,}u&g of the danger which was likely to arisc
[rom the success of Muzaffar Jung and Chanda Saheb. Nasir
Jung marched into the Carnatic at the head of a huge army
assisted by a British contingent of 600 men under Major Law-
rence. Chanda Saheb and his allics atonee raised the siege of
Tanjore and fell back upon Pondichory, MNasir Jang continued
his advance and he was joined by a British force. Disheartened
by the conduct of the French, Muzafar Jung surrendered to
Nasiri]'ang and was made a prisoner by him. Dupleix faced
the crisis with great ability and resourcefulness, His officers
captured Jinji and Musultgntam and when Nasir Jang marched
from Arcot where he had been staying after his victory, his
progress was impeded by the rains and he was defeated owing
to the treachery of his Pathan feudatories whom Dupleix had
seduced by intrigue. In a skirmish that ensued Nasir Jang was
killed and Muzaffar Jang was proclaimed Subchdar of the
Deccan at Pondichery in December 1750, Dupleix’s prestige
rose very high, he received from the new Nizam the towns of
Diri and Masulipatam and large sums of moncy. He rewarded
the trovps lavishly and gave the company a sum of £50,000.
Dupleix himsell received £2,00,000 and a Jagir consisting of the
village Valdavur, yielding an income of 10000 a year. The
new Nizam acknowledged Dupleix as the suzerain of South India
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though the new title conferred upon him did not give him any
direct administrative control over the territories of which he
was declarved the overlord. Even in the Carnatic Chanda Saheb
enjoyed the Nawabship until his death,

Muzaffar Jang now started from Pondichery his Capital in
January 1751, escorted by the celebrated French Goneral Bussy at
the head of a French force, but scarcely had the march begun
when the dissatisficd Pathan chiefs of Cuddapah, Kurnool and
Savanur ercated trouble and in the confusion that followed
Muzaffar Jang and some of his chicf supporters were killed, But
Bussy acted with coolness and courage. He set aside Muzaffar
Jang's infant sons on the ground that it was Impossible fora
minor to be at the head of the povernment of the Deccan at such
# time and placed upon the throne Salabat Jang, the thivd son of
the late Asaf Jah. He was escorted to Haiderabad and Bussy
remained there for seven years maintaining by his skill and tact
the ascendency of the Trench in their privileges and conferred
upoun Bussy the rank of a Mughal nobleman.

While all this was going on, the English had on the whole
shown firmness in supporting the cause of Muhammad. Ali. They
saw clearly that their position in South India depended upon the
salcty of Muhammad Ali and, therefore, they decided to stand by
him through thick and thin. To engage in war at this time was
difficult for England and France were at peace and the English
and French troops in India could not fight only as helpers of the
Indian provinees. The show of peace could not be maintained
for long and the Carnatic was soon plunged into a Jong and
tedious war which produced scrious consequences, Tlf;%.ngna
of Tanjore and Mysore were drawninto it and the Marathas
were 1ot slow to take advantage of the situation that had arisen.

Chanda Saheh marched against Trichinopoly and in colla-
horation with his allies laid siege to it. The town wasaboul
to fall when a diversion was suggested by Robert Clive, a young
subaltern of 26 in the English Company's service. A hold attempt
was made in 175] to capture Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic,
in the hope that Chanda Sahch, on hearing of the news about
his capital, would send a part of his army to its relief. The

lan was approved by the Governor and Clive advanced at the

cad of & considerable foree and captured: Arcot without a blow.
Chanda Saheb despatched nearly half of his army under his son
Reza Saheh for the defence of Arcot.  For flty.threc days Clive
Imruimll;{lwithstmd the seige in which the Indian and Ewopean
troops displayed conspicuous valour. The scige of Arcot isa
mamorable episnde in Indian history. It greatly added to th
fams of Clive as a general and relieved a dangerous situation.
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Major Lawrence who had just returned from England
marched to Trichinopoly along with Clive and laid seige to the
fort. After the defeat of the French at Arveot the initiative had
passed tothe English and they were encouraged to deal effectively
with their opponents.  Dupleix advised the French General Law,
nephew of the famous speculator, to check the propress of the
English troops but he was forced to surrender with all his men
{(June 1752). Chanda Salich who had relied far too much upon
the gencrosity of his enemies also surrendered to the general of
the Raja of Tanjore who had lim treacherously lcheaded. His
death ig a blot upon e fair name of the English for thiey did not
exert themselves to save lim, These veverses of the Frengh ol
their allics lowered their prestige and left Mulannoad Al une
disputed master of the Carnatic with the English as the only
controlling authority: Dupleix whe  was always coual to his
task in moments of difficulty and depression, tried to im-

rove the situation but all his plans were [oiled by Lawrence.
R‘hm was much stubborn fighting and the English gained one
victery alter another. By the end of 1752 the Irench lost all
their possessions except Jinji and Pondichery. So heavy were the
losses that Bussy urged the Governor-General to make peace and
himself succeeded later in re-establishing his influence ar the
Court of Haiderabad with difficulty and secwredin 1753 the
Northern Sirkars, the districts South of Orissa, comprising a
large tract of land extending over ncarly 600 miles along the
coast, This was not a complete transfor Lut merely an assign-
ment for the maintenance of troops which werae to fight for the
Nizam. The French attempted to seize Trichinopoly ugain by a
surprise attack but in vain. Trichinopoly was saved (November
1753) and a great danger to its safety was averted.

Both sides had grown tived of the war and negotiations for
peace began, The French and the English Commissioners met
at Sadras (January 1754), a Dutch settlement between Madras
and Pondichery to discuss the terms but no agreement could be
reached. The English demanded that Muliammad Ali should
be recognized as the Nawab of the Carnatic, while the Irench
insisted that Salabat Jang should be acknowledged as the Nizam
and overlord of the Deccan, Dupleix  produced jfirmans from
Salabat Jang and the Emperor himsell bestowing upon him the
Nawabship of the Carnatic. The English checked the validity
of the documents and produced firmans in favour of Muhammad
i‘_‘k]i. No scttlement could be reached and the conferencé ended in
ailure, 5

These arrangements, however, did not disturh the move-
ment of the forces against Trichinopaly, The Frenelt could not be



Anglo-French Wars 73

casily driven off nor could the English take Trichinopely by storm.
During these operations two distinguished soldiers came to the
[ront—onewas Haider Aliwho fought atthe head of the Mysorean
Auxiliary force and the other was Yusul Khan, a brave and
dauntless Hindur convert who led the Indian sepoys in the service
of the English and who afterwards gave Muliammad Ali grea
Lelp in consolidating his authority.

While the affairs were in such o state, news eame (Auguost
I?frr}]I that orders hind  been dssued Toe Dupleix’s recall and
Godeliwn Drad been appointed governer in his place.  Dupleix
returned 1o Franee and died a broken wd disappointed man
after a protracted teial which impoverished him in 1764

Soon alter his arvival Godehen storted negotiations with
the Inglish and the treaty of Pondichory was signed in January
1755. It was a provisional treaty the validity o which depended
on the sunction of the companics at home,  Both partics venoun-
ced all their titles and dignitics and apreed not to interfere in
the quarrels of Indian Princes. The Lnglish  were to have
Madras, Tort St. David and Devicotta and the TFrench, Ponei-
chery and a piece of turvitory equal to that of the English,
It was further providedthat the English should be allowed
to possess Masulipatam or Dixi in the Nosthern Sirkars of pavis
of which they were already in occupation,

The trealy waz unfavowable to the French; it ruined thejr
Iopes in the Carnatie and Dupleix's protest that Godeheu *had
signed the dishonowr of the nation® was not wholly unjnstified.
The IFrench historian Cultru, who has corrected many errors
regarding Frencly history, olserves that Godeheu was wrong in
bringing the war toan end, There isno veason to think that
Godeheu was actuated by motives of jealousy or hatred towards
Dupleix. Mndern research has shown that the treaty was a
wise step, ‘The French troops sent [rom home were worthless
and those in India were undisciplined and were demanding
arrcars of pay. The Pondichery Councll had informed the
Dircetors at home that peace was a prudent measure becausc
with treasury empty and their troops *almoest without allics and
in sore straits for gold' more unable to carry on the strug-
gle. The military strength of the English was superior to that
of the French who possessed only 1,150 troops of a miscellancous
character. Leading men like Admirals Watson and FPeacock
thought that the peace was highly disadvantageous to them and
srobbed them of an assured success’, Godeheu knew his position
well and although he pitelied his demands too high in the begin-
ning, he relaxed them afterwards whon he leamnt of the possible
cambination of Watson's fleet with the Marathas.
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It is unjust to blame Godcheu for what happencd to the
French settlements in India. The treaty signed hy him meant
no humiliation for the Freneh. They were promised territories
which yiclded a far larger income than those assigned to the
English. Again, the peace was subject to the sanction of the
autheritics at home and it could not be enforced owing to the
outhreak of the Seven Years' War which upset all arrangements
in India, Tt wasthe outbreak ofthe war and not Godeheu's
treaty which destroyed the French hopes ol building up an Indian
Empire. A modern writer rightly observes:

“The plain truth is that the schemes of Dupleix, hold,
ingenious, and frreaching as they were el hroken
down. It was Godeheu's task to save what he could
from the wreck. He succeeded to a grester extent
than might have been expected, and afforded his
countrymen moppurtuuity to recupcratc—an oppor-
tunity of which they were unable to avail themselves
to the full hecause a Euwropean war occurred Delore
they had consolidated their strength,'

Dupleix’s policy examined.

All writers speak highly of Dupleix’s abilitics, courage and
patriotism, In the earlier stages, he thought more of personal
gain but Jater he was actuated by honourable motives. His
loyalty to his country has never been questioned. His mistake
lay in the methods by which he sought to promote the glory
and honour of his country. His love of pomp and power aroused
the jealousy of the English and his assumption of the Nawabship
of the Carnatic was a blunder which created great difficultics
for him, It has been said that Dupleix was the first to conceive
ofan Indian Empire but this is not quite true. According to
Dodwell, a modern writer, he had no conception of empire
during his governorship of Chandranagar and had no political
policy hefore 1752, But it is clear from his actions that he
desired carlicr to build up French influence and power at Indian
courts by what a modern writer calls ‘a calculated interference
in native politics’. His initial successes weve admirvable but the
policy of war injurcd the trade interests of the Company and his
entanglement led to great cmbarrassment.  Dupleix’s hope that
territories would yield a revenue which would compensate them
for the loss of profits of trade was not realised. His great diffi-
culty was finance. In five years he had spent 30 lakhs of the
Company's money and a considerable proportion of these funds
were ahsorbed b')I"T him, Little financial help could be obtained
[rom France. 1¢ French ministers were not in a position to
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subsidisc & commercial company that had embarked on a
policy of war and political adventure. In 1754 the company’s
finances were at a low cbh; their affairs were under investigation
and it ‘was widely held that conquest and commerce could not

hand in hand. This was contrary to Dupleix’s ideas for he
believed that a fxed vevenue from territories would be a great
advantage. Dupleix incurred enormous expenditure in lurther-
ing his awn scheme and wrote to his masters that he had spent
Iiis own private lortune in the company's service but the latter
answered Dby saying that he had acquired revenues without
their permission and had squandered them on wars which they
had not sanctioned, Whatever the difficultivs created by Dup-
leix’s policy, it cannot be denied that he spent large sums on
behall of the Company and the latter ought to have gratefully
acknowledged his  help by pramting him a decent pension.
One thing must be said in defence of the company’s policy.
Dupleix’s over-confidence and his uneompromising spiril created
opposition to his policy and his desire to conceal his plans from
his masters made them distrustful of his designs. In his dis-
patches he never mentions Clive's siege of Arcot and of Law's
surrender at Trichinopoly, The Company as well as the Govern-
ment of France did not extend to him tleir full eo-operation,
They couldnot sacrifice their trade interests elsewhere to Dupleix’s
ambition and did not want to risk them by provoking English
opposition. They had vealised that it was a mistake Lo allow a
cormmereial cmnpauﬁ to acquive territory and puot forward many
arguments against Dupleix’s policy. The supremacy which he
had cstablished was based on weak [oundations and could not
last long, Sir Alfved Lyall rightly says:

“The whole fabric of territorial predominance  which
Dupleix had been so industriously building up was
lonsely and hastily cemented; it depended upon the
superiority of a few mereenary troops, the perilous
[vicndship of Eastern princes, and the personal quali-
tics of those in command on the spot. It was thus
exposed to all the winds of fortune and had no sure
[oundation."?

Dupleix's methods of administration were unsound. He did
not always distinguish between private and public interests and
the latter were often sacrificed to the former, His acceptance
of presents led to corruption and lowered the morale of his officers.
Besides, his wars proved unprofitable; they never paid their way
and much of the money wasspent on them had to he drawn
ltom the Company's [unds. The Carnatic was a poor province

I. Rise of British Dominion in India, p, 105,
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lacking in vesources and could not stand the strain of a long
internecine war, Above all, Dupleix failed to vealise that the
supremacy ol his country could not be cstablished without break-
ing the power of the English atsea. The Freneh navy in 1754
was weak and incapable of vesisting the English, and the true
cause of the failure of the French in India, is to be found in the
naval disasters of the Seven Years' War,

Dupleix has had a large number of detractors and achuivers,
Ciolonel Mallcson deseribies him as a geeat administrator with a
wonderful power of ovganization and Dlames the French Govern-
ment for not giving lum the help which he so riehly doserviad.
Thorntore says he was vain e ambitiows and Vincent Smith
who is move hostile writey that e was devoid of moral scruples
in many matters and accuses him oflack of military talent and
personal valour.  Another with all the weight of his authorit
is of opinion that his bent was in the divection of intrigne an
that he was an adventurer and anopportunist, All these are
exaggerated cstimates.  Dupleix was a man of splendid gilts, G-
reaching vision and an uncfamtcd spirit that never quailed be-
fore danger but he was hasty and lacked a calm judgment. His
failure was duc not sn much to peorsonal delects ns to causes that
were largely beyond his control.  Mr. Roberts is vight in sayinge

“But in spitc of his final failure, Dupleix is a siriking
and brilliant fgure in Indian History, DBut even if
we give up the old uneritical estimate, we need not
deny his veal claims to greatness. His politieal con-
ceptions were daving and imaginative, Fﬁ'. raised the
prestige of France in the East for some years to an
amazing height; e won a reputation among Indian
princes and leaders that has never been surpassed, and
he aroused a dread in his English contemporaries
which is atonce 2 tribute to his personal power and a
testimony to their sagoeity,” ?

L, History of British India, pp. 118-19,

Colonel Malleson's view of Dupleix's characier will be

found interesting:

+*These four French names (Duplcix, La Bourdonnais, Bussy,
and Lally) shine out as bright lights among 4 crowd of
flickering satellites. It is they, or rather for he stands
out far ahove the others—it is Dupleix, the lustre of
whose great name reflects the struggles of his country-
men for empire in the cast. He did it all. He was
imsupported except by Bussy, Heit was who ransed
the fiame of the French nation to resound in the palaces
of Delhi, who carved onta policy which his vivals
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Bussy in the Decean,

Alter the murder of Nasiv Jang in 1750 Muzallar Jang was
proclaimed Nizam and was escorted to Haiderabad by a French
contingent headed by Bussy. Muzaffar Jung was killed in an
encounter with the PathanNawabs and his successor Salabut jang
owed his clevation to the Mamad lavgely to Freneh help. The
Nizam confirmed the grants and privileges enjoyed by the French
and Mrome 1751 onwards Bussy and ulﬁur Trench soldiers werc
lavishly rewarded by him. In 1752 the Nawabship of the Car-
natic was grauted to  Dupleix who asswmed it with great pom
and munificence. The various concessions made to the I rcm.‘]I:
were apparently of great importance but in fact they were
imgignificant. The cost of the maintenance of the contingent at
Haidevabad was almost the same as the income [rom the Nor-
thern Sirkars, ‘These concessions (o the French aroused jealousy
at the Nizam's court and a hostile party was formed, But French
influgnce was strengthened by a number of causes.

The Marathas like the English did not like the French in-
fluence at the Nizam’s court. Under their Peshwa Balaji Baji
Rao they invaded the Deccan and marched to  Aurangabad to
support the claims of Ghaziuddin, the cldest sonof the Nizam-
ul-Mulk, who had so far remained in Delhi and kept himsclf
alool from the war ol succession. Balaji invited the English at
Bombay and Madras to help him  but no effective assistance was
received from either place.

The Marathas advanced into the Nizam's country atthe
head ol a strong force.  So great was the danger that Bussy in-
tended to retive to Masulipatam with SnInImtrﬁzng but the death
of Ghaziuddin by poison at Aurangabad (October 1752) rid the
French ofone ol their enemies. Bussy now turned towards the
Marathas. Although he could not defeat them, he was able to
cheek their progress and made peace with them. Thus was the
crisis averted and Salabat Jang was maintained in his throne
with I'rench help.  The district of Kondavid near Masulipatam
was given to Bussy by the Nizam to show his gratitude for the
services rendered and French influence remained supreme at his
court.

seized and followed. He did nolsucesed, becauss he
was not properly supported at home, because he was
alone among his. countrymenin India.”
History of the French in India, p. 583.
Again it is the same writer who says: ‘It was Dupleix who
made rencly Indin, it was France who lost it',
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But & new danger threatened the French. A new party
arose at the Nizam's Court headed by Lashkar Khan, the Minis-
ter who was hostile to French interests. The cost of the French
mmin:gmt was # great drain on the finances and the French were
accused of squandering the Nizam’s wealth, Bussy had returned
to Masulipatain owing to illness and during his absence Lashkar
Khan succeeded in fomenting ill-feeling against the Vrench and
corresponded with the l’.n%lish to find ways and mewns ol avers
throwing the influence of Bussy at his cowrt.

Dupleix wlho saw the danger clearvly advised Bussy (o return
1o Haiderabad immediately (1753) and  resune his dutics.  The
Nizam was ton feeble to resist Bussy and the latter re-established
his influence and secured fram the Nizam the districts of Guntur,
Rajumundry, Ellore and Chicacole permanently lor the mainten-
ance ol French troops. He almost compelled the Nizam to keep
a body guard of French soidicrs and not to interfere in the affairs

of the Carnatic (1753).

Thus was French authority established in the Sivlkars but the
course ol the Carnatic war and the treaty  of Pondichery weak-
ened Bussy’s position and ereated an unfaveurable impression
about the I'rench.  In 1735 he got another opportunity of main-
taining French influence in the Deccan.  Salabat Jang demanded
arvears of tribute from Mysore asthe representative of the Mughal
Emperor and marched into the eountry which was at that time
invaced by the Marathas., The Mysoreans were the allies of the
French and Bussy lound himsell inan awkward predicament.
But by histact and skill he brought about peace hetween the
Nizam and the Marathas and secured satisfaction ol the Nizam’s
claims against Mysore (1755). The anti-French party, mean-
while, [ully worked against the French general ynder the leader-
ship of Shah Nawaz Khan the new minister, who poisoned the
ears of Salabat Jang against Bussy and by bringing chavges of
treason against himbrought about his dismmssal in 1756, He retur-
ned to Haiderabad and made military preparations ro defend
himsell against attack and entrenched himself in a fortificd place,
The Nizam appealed (o the English for help but they could do
nothing for just at this time Calcutta had fallen and the new
situation in Bengal demanded their lullest and most urgent atten-
tion. Once aggin Bussy was able to give a short thrift to his
cnemies and re-established his influence at the Nizam’s court in
August 1756,

When the Seven Years’ War broke out, Bussy was busy in
the Northern Sirkars in consolidating his position. He seized
the English factories on the coast and reduced to submission the
refractory and lawless Zamindavs, chiel of whom was the Raja
of Bobbili,. whose fortress was taken by assault, Bussy’s power
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received & fresh accession ol strength and it is said that he was
asked by Sivajudowlali to march into Bengal to help him against
the English,

The cnemies of Bussy again intvigned against him and this
time a conspiracy was formed by the minister to expel the
French and place upon the throne Nizam Ali, one of the Nizam's
i'mmget' brothers, Bussy proceeded to deal with the ecisis in
708 and tried to vestore Salabat Jang®s authorvity but In the
confusion that followed, the minister, ﬁc arch leader of the con-
spivacy was killed, and Nizam Ali who was a craven-licarted
fellow took to flight.

Thus did Bussy again triumph over lis cnemies and establish
order at Haiderabad.  Soon after he was ve-called by Count de
Lally to Pondichery and asked to assume the command of the
French troops. Clive who watched these developments with
anxiety sent Colonel Forde who defeated the French at Condore
in December 1758 and captured Masulipatam a few months
later, The French influence at the Nizam’s court was destroyed
and Salabat Jang, overwhelmed by the success of the English
ceded to them Masulipatam with a strip of land cighty miles
long and twenty miles wide to the British and declared his inten-
tion not to seek French help in future.

The closing days of Bussy's life were full of sadness and
sorrow, He was taken prisoncr by 8ir Eyre Coote in 1760 and
was sent 1o England. He was released there and allowed to go
to France wherc he was confronted with serious charges, Alter
a trial of two years he was condemned to death although the
charges were not proved against him.

Bussy was a man of remarkable abilities, tact and courage,
He was a diplomat to his fingertips and by his skill and patience
maintained French influence at the Court of the Nizam. He was
a brave soldier. Had he been allowed to take part in the Carn-
atic wars he might have been of great use to Dupleix. But the
power which he had built up in the Deccan rested on weak foun-
dations and disappeared soon after his departure. Bussy's con-
tribution to the administration of Indian tervitories by loveigners
consists in the method of Indian rulers. His example was after-
wards followed by Clive in Bengal. Dodwell writes :

*Clive’s relations with Jafar Ali were just the same as Bussy's
with Salabat Jang ..............Less smooth and debon-
naire, his (Clive's) lorceful character and more secure
position enabled him to obtain an cven greater ascen-
dency than Bussy had been able to accomplish............
but apart from these differences in character and
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pusition, Clive had o encounter the same problems as
Bussy and cnummul?r adopted the solution which the
latter hnd devised.'"t

The Third Anglo-French Conflict (1758-63)

Dupleix bud left in 1754 and after his duparture  important
events had taken place in Indin. The Nawabi was overtlirown
in Bengal and the Faglish had established  their supremaey by the
hattle ol Plassey in 1757,  Inthe Carnatie the English and the
French had enjoyed peace for [our years (1754-58). But when the
Seven Years' War hroke out in Furope, the French Government
rosolved Lo attuck e Boglish settlovents in Indise el Tor is
purpose they sent out i loree under Comte de Lally, an obstinate
and lieadstrong soldicr, who landed in Tndia in April 1758. The
ohject which the French Government had in view was two-lold -
‘(Jljjl the restoration ol their finances, (2) and the establishment of
heir commercial monopoly by the total expulsion of the English
from India. They warned him against following the methods of
Dupleix and Bussy, who, it was now Delieved, had done a great
injury to national interests, Lally was clearly instructed not to
strive for tervitorial aggrandisenient but to attack the English
settlements on the eoast sl deprive them ol their commereial

property.

Lally was a_brave soldier who was passionately devoted to
the interests of France. But he was quite unfit for the task that
was entrusted to him, He was a mun of violent and irascible
temper, ‘a stilf-necked marvtinet’, who burst out inte lury at the
slightest opposition.  Himsell incorruptible and conscientious, lic
djg not lmow how to behave towards his  subordinates, and treat-
ed them with great harshness, His hot temper and habitual
threats created many enemics for him both nside and outside
his camp.  Fle utterly failed to win the confidence of his French
subordinates and Indian allics and his hasty and rash attempts
to relorm the company’s administration made him unpopular
with the corrupt men of his time. According to Dodwell an
impossible task was confided to a man possessed of energy and
talent, but lacking all sense of statesmanship.

If the French expeditionary force had arvived in India early
in 1756, it might have securcd a great advantage over the Eng-
lish, for by June they had been driven out of the Caleutta and
their affairs in Bengal were in a highly critical condition. After
the Dengal revolution, any attempt by the French to estab-
lish their power would have bren disastrous to the English, But

1. Dodwell-Dupleix and GClive, p. 102.
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Lally arrived too late. By April 1758 when he reached India,
the Nawabi had been overthrown, the English had become the
masters of Bengal and Clive was free to send men and money
to South [ndia against the French.

Soon alter landing on the sea~coast Lally marched against
Fort St. David which he captured without much opposition.
Then he turned towards Madras but dissensions in his own camp
prevented him [rom taking immediate action. Besides being
short of money and supplics, he was much hampered by the un-
willingness of the Frenelh Adiniral D'Ache to co-operate with
him. He made an attempt to obtain money from the Raja of
Tanjore but the latter offercd rvesistance and the expedition prov-
ed fruitless, Bussy was also called from Haiderabad despite
his encreatics to be allowed to remain there and thus an irve-
parable blow was glven to Freneh  influcnce at the Nizam’s
court.  Little did Lally realise that Bussy's recall was a blunder
of the first magnitude for it meant the substitution of English [or
I'rench influence in the Deccan.  Bussy obeyed the order fearing
the consequence of insubordination,

Lally's desive was to scize the Lnglish settlements one by
one and L.*. prepared to attack Madras, The siege began in
December 1758 but before this was done  Clive had sent from
Calcutta Colonel Forde to drive the French out of the Neorthern
Sirkars, He won a great victory over them at Condore and
aeverely damaged Lheir influence at the Nizam's court,

A fow days before the battle began the siege of Madras,
But the place was well fortified and the lack of sﬁpdplics from
Pondichery where Lally was heartily hated greatly added to his
difficulties. But Lally persevercd in the sicge till February
1759 when an English feet appeared on the coast. The sicge
was raised and Lally beat a hasty vetreat to the astonishment
of the Indian powers. The defence of Madras was ably condue-
ted by Lawrence, the British Commander, and Pigot, the Gover-
nor, who had stocked it with ample provisions. live’s diversion
was also of geeat use for Colonel Forde had dealt a deadly blow
to the encmy's preitige in the Sirkars, The English now captur-
ed Masulipatam after a feeble resistance and this was followed
a treaty between them and the Nizam containing provisions
highly favourable to the English.

Lally’s situation was desperate. Admiral D'Ache  had
returned to the Coromandel coast after fighting an unsuccessful

action with the British flect, The council at Pondchery did not
support Lally and he fretted and fumed over what he regarded

as rank sedition and disloyalty, His troops became demoralised
6
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and in desperation thought of opening terms with the enemiy.
There was no hope of getting any help Ivom Franee; the troops
clamoured for pay and the shilty expedients to which the haughty
General resorted in impotent rage and despair proved wholly
unavatling,

It was at this time that Colonel Coote (alterwards Sir Eyre
Coote) inllicted a crushing deleat upon the French at Wiandewash
and captured the fort by assault in 1760, Bussy wus taken
prisoner and the French losses were heavy indeed.  Lally, beal-
en and baflled, had to [all back upon Pondichery.

Secing that the chances ol success wore extremely remote,
Lally turned to Haider Ali o' Mysore [or help. He had already
stavied nepotiations with Basalat Jung, oue of the Nizun's
brothers and the Maratha leader, uwrat! Rao Dbut to no puy
pose. The ambitious Haider whe wanted Madura and Tinnevelly
entered into alliance with the French and lent them the aid ol his
troops. But on realising that the contest was an unequal onr,
his forces withdrew leaving his allies to theiv fate. The English
had laid siege to Pondichery which was entirely without sup-
Elic-s and a strong garrison, Still it held out till January 1761

ut when Coote opened fire on the delenders, surrender became
inevitable,

The fall of Pondichery was followed by the reduction ol
Jinji and Mahe on the Malabar coast, The [ortifications were
dismantled and the lown was nol restored to the French until the
Peace of Paris (1763). Lally was sent a prisuncr to France where
he was confronted with charges of treason by his ungreatful
countrymen who ordered him to be beheaded in 1766,

As Mr. Roberts rightly says the fall of Pondichery sounded the
deathknell of French inIndia, The French lost all their possessions.
The ascendancy of the English was completely established both
in Bengal and in South India. Muhammad Al was recognized
as Nawalb of the Carnatic; the Nizam was freed from French
influence and rhe Northern Sirkars were secured for the English.
These acquisitions weve afterwards ratified by an imperial
decree.

The last attempt of the French to ve-cstablish their  ascens
dency was made when war broke out between the two nations in
1778, The French Admiral Suffrein set our with a fleet and
engaged the Inglish in a fow contests on the Coromandel Coast
but without any lasting suceess, The last struggle for supremac
of the French was cnded by the Treaty of Versailles in [783.
Henceforward we shall see the French making similar attempts
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during the revolutionayy and Napoleanic wars and these will be
deseribed in a later chapter,

Causes of French Failure,

In analysing the causes of French failure in Indin we must
lay sullicicut stress not merely on the fll-luck or incapacity of
individuals but on the wider combination of cireumstances that
decided against France her great contest with England, The
English Company was commercially a superior body and its
finances wove well-organized, A good business is the essential
condition of the success of 8 company but we find startling dis.
closures made by Abbe Moreliet's serutiny into the French s
pany's accounts. The value of the sale ol Indian goods in France
from 1736 to 1756 was about 11,450,000 while that of the
English Company amounted to 41,200,000, According to the
same authority between 1725 and 1769 the Company had lost
capital amounting lo 169 millions of Francs and the advance
made to the Company by Government during this period mount-
ed to the figure ol 376 millions. The wars of the Company . cost
a great deal and brought about the exhaustion of its resources,
well and never lost Si%lht of the fact thatit was primarily a
commercial concern and therefore could not afford to lose its
profits, Thus we find that even during the war the value of
their exports inereased while the trade of the French Company
rapidly declined. Dupleix did not take much interest in trade
and preferred a carcer of military conquest to commerce. This
was g mistake [or France was entangled in many disputes in
Europe and it was not possible ta maintain an eastern Empive, if
acquired,

The organization of the English Company was superiot to
the Frency, The lormer was managed by a private body of
Directors, with resources so considerable chat it lent Jarge sums
to Government and exercised not a little influence on public
affairs, The French Company on the one hand dep for
support on the State and its misfortunes were not a little due to
the incompetent ministers of Louis XV. The lack of proper
managemaent, the constant interference in its affuivs by rapacious
officers who cared much for personal gain, and the sacrifice of
colonial and mercantile interests to the love of military glory and
reknown in Europe made the Company weak and helpless a.gainst
the English. It was merely a department of the State and the
proprietors took no interest in its affairs beyond taking interest
on their capital which was guaranteed to them by the State, There
was no encouragement to individual initiative or enterprise in
matters of foreign trade and the result was that when official
help ceased or became tardy, the interests of the company
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woelully suffered. The Company’s operations were much
hampered by lack of funds and it was impossible for the State
to grant permanent subsidies to enable it to carry on its work,
The English Company was fully supported Dby the whole nation
which took a keen interest in its affairs and (he English minis-
ters, agents of a [ree Parliament, controlled by the national
will were far more capable, prudent and [ar-sighted than the irres-
ponsible officials of rance who wure mostly chosen {rom the
ranks of courtiers,

In Great Britain, Hollaud and  other eonntrics ft was private
enterprise that developed loveign tade awd  promoted large
undertakings but in ll-'rmm-:: nothing was done by the people,
There was no trading class in France as in Ingland and the
Dutch countrvies, The agents of the I'vench Company borrowed
money on personal credit and ultimately it was its insolvency
which ruined it.

Again, the leaders of the Dnglish Company in  India
were far abler, more pativiotic and united than those of the
French Company. Dupleix and Bussy, although able and
encrgelic, were far infurior to men like Lawrence and Clive and
were incapable of taking a long view of things, The English
acted as, a unit and never allowed private differences o injure
national intcrests whereas the French officials quarrelled among
themselves and their mutual bickerings .and jealousies not only
hampered their military operations but also dislocated the
administration and destroyed the chances of success against the
English. Dupleix and Lally were not well served by their
subordinates but Glive received [ull support from the civil autho-
ritics. Saunders and Pigot gave the fullest co-operation to Clive,
Lawrence and Coote have contributed a great deal to the success
which they achieved. The qualities of leadership, resource-
fulness, intrepidity and organization were more conspicuous
among the English officers than among the French.

“The military strength of the English was superior to that of
the French., Their troops were better trained, equipped and dis-
ciplined and were strong on the mainland and most of the battles
fought on land were victories for the English. As Sir Alfred
Lyall rightly observes, the two cssential conditions of success
whether commercial or military in India were (1) the cstablish-
ment of strong points dappui on the coast and (2) the maintenance
of a naval force that could keep communications with Europe.
The French lacked both. They had been beaten on the sea
and their naval power had suffered heavy blows. The English,
on the conirary, K;d cstablished their naval superiority on the
seas and this favourably rveacted on their Indian plans, The
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important part played by sca power in the struggles between the
two natioms has been ably discussed by Mahan in his valuable
work on sea power but we must remember that it is only one
ol the factors that decided the ultimate issue.

The acquisition of Bengal was of great importance to the
English, It placed at their disposal the resources of a large,
wull populated and wealthy province. It gave them the sinews
of war and a firin hase of operations on the Indian mainland,
With Bengal in their possession they could casily march into
the interior of the country and bring under their contral move
extensive territorics. The services rendered by Clive greatly
advanced the Company's interests and established their prestige
in the country,

Besides these causes the moral eonditions thar existed in
France had not a little to do with the failure of the French
Company. ‘The new movement of thought which had begun in
France did not lavour colonial enterprise and condemned the
subordination of civil to ccclesiastical interests.  In Bnpland the
spirit af tolerance and the progressive outlook of the people
created a temper which well accorded with the ambition to estab-
lish political power abroad. The liberal principles of the 18th
century which influenced English society helped the growth of
commerce and made them indifferent to religious questions.

From 1763 onwards the decline of the French was very rapid:
They were defeated on all the seas und their position in India
grew weuker and weaker, A distingnished writer observes

“By 1763 the French dominion in India was completely sup-
ressed, and by 1770 their company became bankrupt.
This left the English East India Company master of
the ficld, and laid the foundation of the British empire in
India, The epoch is oneof pre-eminentimportance inthe
history of the rize of our J;miuinn ; for thence forward
the contest for ascendancy is between the English and
the native powers only—a contest of whichthe issue was
in reality so far from being doubtluyl, invisible, or amaz-
ing, that it could Le and was alveady forcseen and
deliberately foretold.™ :

|. Lyall, Rise of British Dominion in India, p. 122.



CHAPTER IV

Revolution in Bengal

Murshid Quoli Khan as Governor of Bengal

So [far we have liad to deal with the stroggle of the Enrapean
powers [or supremacy in the South, into which the Indian States
were dragged against their will, A passing relurence wis made
in the last chapter to the affairs of Bengal which exercised a pro-
found influence on the fortunes of the English Clompany. Each
of the three European nations, the English, the French and the
Dutch had established their scttlements in Bengal and originally
their chject was the develapment of their trade. Their chiel
centres were upon the banks of the Hugli. The English had estab-
lished themselves at Calcutta, the French at Chandernapgar, and
the Duteh at Chinsurall, Duving the swarg that had  broken out
in the South between the rival nations, the English and the
French settlements in Bengal had lived on terns of peace and kept
themselves aloof from internecine strife.  The Mughal Subahdar
of Bengal was a strict man, he kept them under enntiol with the
result that they confined themselves (o trade and «did nor meddle
with politics and war., The situation snon changed and gradually
the English acquired political power. How this was done will
be described at some length,

Bengal was originally a province of the Mughal Ewmpirve and
was governed by a Subahdar who represented the Imperial auth-
ority. In 1701 a Brahman convert to Islam named Murshid Quli
Khan was n}:goimud Dewan of the Empire in Bengal, Owing to
a quarre]l with the Viceroy, he transferred himsell 1o Muksalad
to which in 1704 he gave the name of Murshidabad. He was a
powerful man and his growing influence enabled him to exact
from the English a sum ol Rs. 25,000 in lieu of the permission
which he granted them to estahlish a factory at Qasimbazar. In
1713 he became Governor of the Province and repeated his exac-
tions. The English had to cscape from the vexatious demands
by obtaining a firman from Delhi which legalised their position
and gave them a status which the Dutch and the French did not
possess. Murshid Quli Khan was a strong ruler. He kept
order within his realm as long as he lived by suppressing the
refraclory elements. It was during his time rKal the house of
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Jagat Seth, which played an important part in the overthrow of
the Nawab, rosc into prominence. The family owed its origin to
a Jain merchant named Manik Chand who died in 1732, who
was succeeded during his lifetime in business by his nephew
Fateh Chand who was appointed Imperial Banker and given
the title of Jagat Seth.  After his death, his inheritance devolved
upon his grandsons Mehtal) Rai and Mahargja Swarup Chand
who influenced not a little the course of Bengal politier during
the Nawahi regime,

Alivardi Khan

Murshid Quli Khan died in 1725 and was succeeded by his
soit-in-law-Shuja Khan, a Persian nohleman, who had entered
his service.  Among the latters favourites were two brothers Haji
Ahamad and Alivardi Khan, who were employed by him to d]u
certain menial offices.  In 1729 Alivardi Khan was put in charge
nf the fromtier province of Bihar., Gradually he became so power-
ful that alter Shuju Khan's deathin 1739 he overpowered his son
Sprfaraz IKhan and himsell beeame the Nawab of Bengal. Bul
he was not allowed to live in peace. The Marathas invaded
Bengal and Alivardi Khan purchased peace by ceding to them
Orissn and by promising to pay twelve lakhs of rupees annually to
liguidate all their claims, He was confirmed in his VECCI':EB.“}'
by the Mughal Emperor through the good offices of the Wazir
who was to receive 52 lakhs a year, Alivardi Khan was very
fonel of his grandson (by a daughter) Mirza Muhammacd better
known in history as Sirajudowlah who was getting impatient
to succeed to the Masnad, According to the author of the Sair-
ul-matakkarin e was a profligate and capricious young man but
Alivardi Khan condoned all his faults and in 1752 publicly
declared him as heiv.  In ovder to secure his heir’s position, the
old Nawal attached to him a strong court party consisting of
Mir Jafar, his brother-in-law who was Bakhshi (Pay Master) of
the forees, Rai Durlabh